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~,of Kuruk!?hetra" the chan(J~s of maids getting ma,rri~~ 
b$oame rare and so widows who had had 'a cha nee ofenjoyiog, 
married life restrained themselves from remarrying. It 
became a custom In a course of years and verses were 
interpolated, in ancient religious books and }vomen we.t'e 
prohibited from marrying again. The degradation of 
women and their illiteracy brought· them under priestiy 
contro~ The priests took pride in the iifjuocLms they 
imposed on them. The ascetic life which Buddhism 
introduced into the society made men <lud women think 
of the joys and pleasures of life as ephemer~ll and that th4!ir 
permanent abode is in heaven and this Efe is transitory 
and man had come here for .. a short sojourn to suffer for 
the wrongs he committed in previous births. Thus the 
body was neglected and consequently .the pleasures :1t
tachcd to it. vVhen asceticism had become the fashion, 
disfigurement of widows ancI severe austerities restricting 
their food and raiment, were adopted and young windows 
were forced by tile authority of custom to remain unmarried. 

ILLITERACY. 
Women used to receive as IiberJI an. education as 

men. Gradually, however, the importance was lessened 
and about the time when dramatic litcratute arose we 
find that as a class they were not taught sanskrit though 
they could read and write in the popular languages and 
even' compose poetry in them. Even so late as ilth 
century, women were not cOlldetfll1ed to exclusion and 
we,e taught scientific rnusi~ as appears from a copper 
plate." inscription in .which one of the wives of the king 
of th~ Deccan is re~nted ,t~, have Sling a beautiful 
song in an assetnb1y eomsPQsed of';,~e fiighest offic~rs of 
that and the surrouttding,:"kingdo.' and to have obtained 
as a· rewa.rd, the consent of her hUsband fo give land in 
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charity to Btahmins. The seclusion' of women a'Dd' tneir 
ignoranee is a custom that came into vogue in later 
times and the loss of the political power by the Hin(;lus 
aggravated their situation. Custom is a god whodt 
Hindus worsnip and religiotls sanction was accorded to 
these customs by interpolating verses to later books. The 
moral sentiments were very weak ~nd they could not come 
out of the thick veil of custom and assert the claim of truth l 

Justice and humanity. Custom has been and is our autllo
nty and custom IS Ollr religion. The Brahmans after 
tlt'ej ·were overpowered by aLoriginal ctlstoms and accepted 
the priestly offices and became Pllrohits, the earnings Of 
t~ir profession tempted the~ and it became a custom 
that all c~remontes, sacnfices and temple worship mpst 
be conducted by Brahmins alone. They monopolised the 
learning and the people were kept in ignorance of what 
the Vedas contain. Thus the Vydlkac; became the sole 
repositories of Vedic lore and common men gradually fell 
into the slough of Ignorance. Men, to perpetuate the 
sUbjectIOn of women, kept them also ignorant. Thus men 
and women sapk Into Ignorance. 

PROHIBITION OF FOREIGN TRAVEL. 

As Aryan civilisation became stationary and after 
a time 1t began to take a retrogressive and downward 
course, people lost their spirit of enterprise and became 
exclusive, After the wal(re of foreign invasion settled itself 
and the conqueror became ~ timid as the conquered, the 
militant type of society re~ea. Th~ larger Hindu States 
were split up into smalleh KlngdqMs and principalities. 
Feudal.instltutl<~ns·c:}'1)'nt()' exj~c. Tribal Jealousies 
aDd sectarian hatred beCle t~e-~er os the day. ,.A solfish 
priest~ood imposed \ts,. il~ -upon the neck of the, l'Wple. 
Custom 'fixed and stereo yped the course of IlIliona1 life. 

F. 
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C_e system elaborated tts net in the meshes of wbioh 
)Vere caught the eiement'3 of progre~s and 'advancement. 
Unfortunately all this took place at a time when people 
were feeling the need to unite themselves again and caste 
$pirit \Vas loosing its importance. Whne other nations 
were entertaining ideas which have thrpugh a long course 
of centuries fashioned and perfected what!s ca~led mo~ern 
civilisation, the Hindus locked themselves up within the 
fOtlr corners of India, eut off all foreign intercourse by 
interdicting foreign travel, and instead . of profiting by 
what men were doing in oiher parts of the gloLe began "to 
forget and finally did forget what they themselves "had 
done in former days, because knowledge became the mono
poly of a special class. The political life was sapped by 
the extending sway of ecclec:;iastical - pretensions, and 
the seeds of racial and sectarian animosities were sown 
Which corroded the society from within and made them 
fall a prey to invasions from without. India lost her zeal 
fo~ intellectual pursuits and love of political independence. 
Despotism in state crushed the political spirit of the 
people. Despotism 10 religion had enslaved theIr intellect. 
Wants were simplified and society was swayed by an 
ascetic system of morality and caste by tying down every
body to his hereditary shtus, paralysed the zeal for indivi
dual effort and destroyed the feeling of the dignity of 
manhood. Foreign intercourse was not encouraged" by the 
state which was unstclble and despotic nor by the soci~ty 
which was priest-ridden and comervative. The passionfof 
tr.arellins was absent because "',neither intellectual unrest 
!.lor \political ambition dominated their minds. 

ltoLATRY.. 
The ~ory and chivalry of\the Aryan disa,ppeared 

and the worshiD of tll~ One CQd" eave way to ~h.O$t. and 
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demo'n worship and idalatry becaI1le rampant everywhere. 
The Buddhists used to keep iqiages of Buddha in their 
monastories and the Hindus imitated them in the days of 
Buddhistic glory. Thus the pure worship of the Aryans 
degenerated. inM idolatrous wor,ship of the Hindus. As the 
Aryan culture received a set-back the study of the Vedas and 
the Upanishads w~s neglected and people fell a prey to gross 
superstition. Human sacrifices also were offered·to pro
pitiate the gods and goddesses. In the Puranic period 
a glorious mythology was borrowed and engrafted to the 
Aryan religion. Added to these there were the foreign 
invasions of the Scythians, tht: Huns and the Goths, the 
nncestors of lats, who crushed the la5t remnants of Aryan 
civilisation and introduced the many inhuman customs 
so widely prevalent in Northern India. . 

The ArY<ln settlers in the Deccan were too few in 
numbers and too weak in power to make any lasting impres .. 
sion beyond their own limited circle upon the vast 
multitudes who constituted the abJrigmal races. rhe 
Puranas written at that time display the pusillanimity of 
the Aryan settlers. Moreover Buddbistir: power was para
mount in Anahra Desa. When Hinduism revived from 
the depression into which It had fallen on account of the 
rise of Buddhism it lost Its old pristine punty an~became 
conup.ted by the idolatrous worship of the Buddhists. In 
th~r anxiety to dest\."oy Buddhism, Brclhmins allied them
selves with the aborigines and incorporated many of their 
social and religious institutions into their society. From 
being sages and ppilosopb,ers, poet~ and prophets, t~y 
descended to the,lower level of priests and purohits and 
thus fV;\crified thea- indep(mde~e jor power and profit. The 
gods and gorlde$ses of the aDorigiQes were identified 
with God as so mapy incarnations. Brahrntns became 
the priests and Archakas. Brahminism h'lviug failed to 
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conquer from want of power, allo~ed jtself to be degraded 
and being unable to civilise them failed in lts mission and 
ultimately effected a compromise with t~e culture of the 
aborigines. The priests and Archakas in their own interests 
magnified the old superstitious beliefs. the Puranas were 
regarded as a fifth Veda for most of them failed to under
stand the four Vedas. Even the ,iconoclastic spirit of 
Islam could not divert them from the fetisQ.worsbip and the 
most debasing worship of the sexual organs of man and 
the ape. 

EXCLUSIVENESS. 

After the Hindus lost their political independence 
they became so contemptuous in the eyes of their conque
rors that no-body ever thought of havil~g social dealings 
with them till the time of Akbar wlio was the first Mussal
man emperor who extended his hand of felJowship to the 
conquered and subjugated Hindus. During these five centuries 
of their political ucgradation their instinct of seJf·preserv~l
tion developed a sort of exclusiveness peculiar to them
selves and the rigidity of caste went a long way in making 
the Hindus an exclusive peopk. This peculiar social 
system workt.d well enough so long as they were an inde
pendent and self-contained community Gut it could not 
adlP£llself to fresh environments as they rose and could 
not promote social solidarity. The high level of material 
prosperity which the nation was able to reach on account 
of favourable physIcal conditions soon resulted in effemillacy 
of character, a result which came about all the more easily 
by the aversion of the people to material advantages, natu
rilly induced by their spit itual ideas. The military defence 

e 
of the country against external or inte'rnal dangers was 
neglected, the' Hindus being evidently under the belief 
that outside India there were no people capable of invad-
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jng her 2nd establishing p. foreign rule subversive of their 
own religion and t;ivilisation. Dependence on outside help 
benumbs the, i,nner conscience. If man begins to quote 
tl e scd pture for everything he loses his individuality and 
relIes on the: "text His rea som ng fJ.culty becomes blun ted 
and he lives in the happy idea that the ancients had done 
all the thinlnng for him and he is only tu blindly foHow 
their sutras. For hIm dutIes and obligations (lre ,duties 
and obligations, not because he fdt them to be so, but 
somebody reputed to be Wl~C had laid it down that they 
were so. It is no wonder tbdt hIS mind is a tabula rosa 
and all that should be done for all world to come was 
already thought of and ready.roade in laws and regulations 
dictated to hm1 by IllS pUrohits and any violation would 
result in excommunication. HeredIty and birth are the 
glJidmg factors of his ~oclal .. md polItIcal hfe, no less than 
in relIgIOus and econO!l11C life. Fataltsm and the law of 
Karma completed hiS degrad,ltlOn. 

THE ARABS. 
The Arabs are MuLammadans, They are the type 

of a democratJc ulUtbcd100d for there arc no c(\ste institu
tions 111 theIr cOflHllumty. TheIr rellg\On is monoth~ism. 

Adultery IS forlJlddcn but concubInage of conquered~op1en 
was allowed. Their socIal arrangement is indis\~'bJy 
bound up with pohtIcs and religion. Their conception of 
state is a ~oclo·rel!glous polIty. A study of the Old Testa
mcnt &hows us that no otllcr theory than a socia-religious 
polIty ever occurred to the minds of all of the prophets and 
other sacred wfltelS. Tu l&::iah for example, the social, 
religious and political position of ZiOn were the three aspects 
of the ,$ame thl~g-:-Jehova's election of the Israelites as his 
chosen people. It was only the shock ')f the Babylonian 
captivity that compelled the beginning of the reQonsi,dera. .. 
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tit>n of this theory which neve(tl1eiess reigned even through 
centuries of Judah's weakness and prostratiun. Polygamy 
is prevalent among them. The size ot a man'; harem is a. 
proof of his importance. Even the practice of servile and 
captive concubinage is tolerated by them"for- it settles tbe 
fortunes of many homeless women. In the cas':! of the 
conqueror his fame as such could [lOt' t.?e marked unless 
he took the noblest and the most beautiful fot himself. 
It is why we find Idter on that the Turk Allauddin in 
whom thIS Arab sentiment was predornIoant claimEd the' 
fair and lotus-eyed Padmint for himself though she was the 
WIfe of the Rana of Chittoot. They are greatly zealous, 
brave, skilful and dauntles~. They are iconoclasts. 

When Muhammad conquered Mecca 111 j,lI1Uary, 630 
A. D., h(; proceeded to the KaaLa, reverently saluting 
~Ith his staff one by one, the numerous idols placed around. 
Be commanded that they should be hewn down. The 
great image of Bobal, reared as the tutelary deity (If 
Mecca in front of the Kaaba, shared the common fatt. 
"Truth hath come" exclaimed Muhammad, as it fell With 
a crash to the ground, "and falsehood hd.tb vciinshed; for 
falsehood is evanescent." That was the proudest day in 
the ht,story of Arabia, nay of humamty, when man could 
Q61dl1 raise his vOIce and condemn the nefanous system 
of id()iatry. Mecca is undoubtedly a sacred place of pil
grImage, for there the Arab for the first time 10 the hrstory 
of humanity had shown that ,idolatry is a curse among 
mankind. A~similation and cOllversion are very common 
all~ong the Muhammadan~. Nay, it is the strength of 
Islam. The greatness of the Arab iie" 11'1· his zeal to make 

• • 4) 

the whole world adopt what he beheves to- be true. A Never 

compromise wlth ~vil" is the spirit of Mtlhammad. tt is 
this I5pirit that made ' the M lna1nm ld lO th~ terrdr of the 
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erring humanity and his S'word flashed even at the gates of 
Vienna. 

What, then. are the causes which led them to victory 
in early days J The firbt cause is their burning,zeal in the, 
new faith. I t had made these sons of the desert feel that 
they were a nation 'ch<:>sen by God to establish this new 
faith in this world. The primary impulse was given by a 
zeal for a hving Deity. After the first momentum had 
been acquired all sorts of secondary and very material 
motives were (ound necessary to sustain it. The warlike 
operations were directed with an unflInching self-devotion 
and an uncorrupt sense of duty. There were many war
;rors in the battle front tfloved with an ellthusia~m typical 
of the Puritan and the Cromwellian ironside. There were 
similar enthusiasts even at the headquarters at Medin~. 

But however purely burned the zeal for God and His cause 
in the hearts of Muslims it is the Anb passion for war, 
spoil, captives, concubines and forfeIt lands that brought 
succebS in the early stages of Arab expansIOn. 

We see, besides the religious zeal for God, and the 
political zeal' for plunder and slaves, there IS the-ciyil 
aspect, the quiet yet tremendous; power Islam brougl1t to 
bear after the settlement of a country by the mere taert'cf 
its being a settled social system. The im,titations of the 
Muslims were characterised by a very large mea&Ure of 
good sense and humanity, and Justice was frequently well 
administered. HIndus and Christians who refused to be
come Muslims paid tribute and received in return the 
protection of th, r.lamic state. So popular was this 
arran~ment tfta,~ Christian subjects of Islam were in 
those days not 'infft!quently the obj~cts of envy and 
Muslim rulers bequently received appeals from 'Christians 
pleading to be tran$ferred from Christian rule tb tl1at of 
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blame And although the diminution of the number of 
Christian tributaries by conver:3ion involved a fir anci:rl10ss 
to the state, more than one Muslim ruler showec:. a' genuine 
religious earnestness by refusing to prefer a fat revenue to 
the salvation of souls. Considerabl:: adlllinistrative ability, 
too, was shown by Arab rulers. Again, tl)C Arab being a man 
of great attainment and culture on his-.J)wn lines, ~:nd 
proving extraordinarily ,te8chable and receptive in mundane 
matters, welcomed the tC3.ching which Greek and Perqian 
could so feely give him in philosophy, letters, arts and 
crafts j and the indubitably brilliant civilisation h8 tks 
created, especially at Bagdad, Cairo ~1lid Cordova, at a 
time when Christian EUltope was in a state of l)lank 
ignorance and darkness and when Hindu India was engaged 
in offering hum:tn beings as sacrifices to propitiate the gods, 
attracted many from outside to adopt Islam and become 
as' great as the Arab. Moreov~r socially the democratic 
brotherhood and the laxity of marriage laws induced many 
peop!e to embrace Islam. Lastly, the survival of the fittest 
theory also holds in religiofJ. 1 n India religious inte
rest was fritted away in interminable wranglings about 
infinitesimal points of metaphysical theology, whilst real 
faith waxed cold and a burning hatred of sect for sect 
appeared and the rigidity ~f caste dismembered the Hindu 
society into various fragments With no sympathy with each 
other. There was interoJ.l warfare among th~ petty 
kingdoms also, that, when the Arab came, the one would 
openly exult when the other was '~itten or would even 
co-~perate with the invader in defeating his neighbour. 

, 

THE TURKS. 

Before' the Turks came to Inftia some Turks from 
Turkeystan founded a kingdom with Bokhara as its 
capitalandconquered Afghanstan and Beluchistan. Muham .. 



moo of Ghazirti invaded India in 1019 A. D. with 1t 

ferocious host After two centuries, Delhi became the 
MIl~}jm capita-l in 1206. A second sultanate was formed 
in Bengal and Bihar by Bakhtiyar Khan (12Q6-1288.) It 
is only under·th·;: 'Turkish rule that Indlans carne to know, 
something of Islam. The unshakable helief in the unity of 
God is the central tenet of Islam. The Creator and the 
created are utterly distinct. The Crc:ature had- been 
brougbt into existence by the divine word Be. ~aked of 
power he came ioto ~'xistence and flaked of power he stands 
before the One and the Only Powerful One and the All
powerful One, in things great or In things small. 

Man's deed, character and faith are determined by an 
irresistible decree of God. Dy the power of the same irresis
tible decree he joins the ranks of the believers or of the 
unbelievers. sO by Its power he is numbered among the 
saved in the Garden of Delights or the damned in the 
burning fire. Allah IS not to be qllestioned for what He 
does. He is "responsIble" to no one; for to con
ceive of him as ha.ving to an-;wcr for any of his actions 
or decret's wouJd be to IDvest the creature WIth a certain 
rIght or power as against Him. and so limIt His omni
potence which is Impo,",slble. In short, to set any limit 
whatsoever to th·! absolute, the 'unmitigated omnipotence 
of G?d WdS to Muhammad, as to every Muslim, a simple 
blasphemy. There are ninety-nine names deduced from 
the epithets used of ~ah in the Qur'an: "Yet the Ideas 
of ~entleness and l<ind~ss are certainly not absent from 
the Kor'an. Ev~ry 'MuhJmmadan who, says his rosary 
calls God "Thi ~et~iftlJ," "The Compassionate," "The 
Forgiver," "The ~~t," "The Guardian," "The Loving," 
"The Acceptor of Repentance t " "The ·Pardoner," "The 
King," "The Patient. ,. These gentler attributes are mep. 

7 ' 
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tiOned again and agaill. MubarDmad was never tired of 
telling his followers that the love of God for man was 
more tender than that of a mother bird for its young. 
Still although there is the recagnition of the l(wing kmd
ness 0.£ God, it is true to say genera'By .that the pre
dominating thought in th~ mind of a Muhammadan is 
that of the power of God--The Manalll.mad:m call to 
prayer- is "Allah 0' Akbar" -"God is Great." 

A fdith in a living God that wills add acts IS indeed 
a vit::llly necessary thing in religion. Indeed. ho.v morally 
right :\nd necessary it was that men in the living heat 
of this conviction should haye put to shame a n:1 to flight 
men in whom this conviction was a thing of name and 
not of reality 1 This faith if; only effic!:lcious and cons
tnlctive when It lS in ebulliLion. At o the l." times it SInks 
to a dead fatalism which II1stead of goading to action. 
paralyses it. Another noble feature of Islam is the dignity 
with which it invests the believer who, though a shve, has 
a ri-ght of access to the L()rd. The calm dignity of a 
MuslIm at prayer is ever a striking and even a mOVlOg 
sight. And the stately bearing of the . well dressed 
Muslim 11<15 at all times excited the admirJ.tlOn of beholders. 
The Hindu temple is open only to the I-Iindus while the 
Mosque is for all. vVha t a contrast is it with the nobJe 
brotherhood of Islam! Look at the Idagtf! How. simple 
it is I How grand IS the. sight on a Bakried • day 
when all Muslims Irrespective of authority or wealth 
C&IJle and pray to God! A wall is built opposite 
tl) them so that tqe.ir sight might not be distracted. Hdw 
p;cturesque is the mosque' How stately }s its architecture! 
How beautiful to took at! H mdu t.e~re worship had 
failed to instil in the mind of man the universality of 
Divine love over all men equally and had failed to vlndi
cate the justice 1n His impartiality to man. It has created 



differences between mah and' mart cni the eaS'is of birth. 
Every Hindu cannot claim the equal rIghts in the worship 
of the Divi·ne Father, the Ma.ker of them all. How narrow 
and circums'Cdbed is tht; splritual ,,~sion of the Hindu even 
m the worshrp of God! The Christian churches .do not 
prohibit men from, en~ering their ai'sles nor do Muhamma
dans objec.t other2 entenng their mosques. 

ESCHATOLOGY OF ISLAM. 
The eschatology (i. e.) the relation between God 

dnd man 10 Isl<tm consists 10 an Infintte descending series 
of grades of spmtual beings thus connectlllg. at last, God 

. \}nd man Muhammadans IMye gone r.l lIttle way in that 
,lirectioll by the anportan:c thl'), attach 10 the doctrine of 
d.ogeltc heird.rchy, the chambedall1s of the heavenly 
Monarch and by their explIcit belief in regularly organised 
hosts of Jtnns-dcmi·sup..!rnatura.1 b2lng:) of UDcertal n SpI
ritual temper and ::;pifltual locatIOn. Beltet III these bemgs 
is obligatory, for they pWlOlllently occur ill the Qur'an, 
Ztnd ebanns for the f~VdSlOn of the more malign I nBlleoces 
(.f the intervening spmtu,t! w.)rld ...It'c dsu mentioned ill 
the Qur'..!.n. 

SAINT WORSHIP. 
There i!; also often found in leven orthodox Islam 

a system of what is pr-lctically called Saint-worship. The 
spir.its 'of great saint!; are va.guely supposed to I Inger about 
their tombs, theLr intercession is contmualiy claltned with 
God, and their protective powers are atdently Invoked. 
They generally hang teeth, bits of rlg or other souvenirs, 
to keep the owners thereof b~f(.>rc the exalted mind of 
the saint. 

RELIC WORSHIP . 
• 

Muslims pray at the shrine in which some bones 
of the prophet art! p;e:ierl/~d. Th~ men (.It -CaiN flock 
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tpgether to)oucb the carpet that is sent annwtlly tp Mecc.a 
to cover the Kaaba for the blessing ,that it comtnanicates. 
After it is finished with, fragments and scraps of it (becoIUe 
relics, blessing the very house in which they are stored . 

. All . these practices and engrafted acts of devo
tion are condemned by modern reformers of t'1e 'Abdul 
Wahha'b or Puritan type and such men indrgnantly assert 
that they are a corruption of Islam. But orthodox example 
and Qur'anic pr<;:cept can generally be found for them. The 
whole system of \Valis is defended on the score of one text 
in the Qur'an. Islam dlvides religion into two puts, 
Imall} :-Belief-..tll that ha,s to do with creed. Din :
Practice-all that has to do with religious duty. 

DIN. 

Four duties are prescribed compulsarily for every Mus. 
s.ilman:-(l) Prayer at stated times after the prescnbed fom" 
language and manner and preceded by the prescribed pUrlfi· 
cations and abluti0ns. (2) Alms-glving according to well· 
defined rules. (3) Fasti ng--total abstention from sunrise to 
sunset during the month of RlI11Z',ll1, (4) The Pilgrimnge to 
Mecca. The holy war is accepted by some doctors as a 
fifth obligation but its stringency is in any case discounted 
by a host of "consid€rations." Statutes dt:fine the 
hmlts of his actions. But tbe statutes are limited and 
every ruler has found himself compelled to add to' this 
Shariat or sacred law and to place alongside of it i:l.. body 
of ~dmini!;tr.ltivc decree::. (i. e.) civil law. But the strict 
Mu~hm in his ht:all of. hearts thmks that Shariat is sufficient 
or ought to be made so amI that these man-made lDstltulions 
are Kufr or unbelief. 

The Turks, ·when they came to India, brought with 
them a large number of slaves. The earliest political 
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ideal of Islam was consti-tutiona\ but the islamic ~ler;;. 
unable to connect authority wLth dut.y and to dissociate it 
from lrresponslble pow~r, lield d!'5pJtIC sWJ.y over the 
people. But the trend or the w lole Muslim authority 
was democratl.. Outside Indl1 the demo:ratic brother
hood was prevalent. Cahph Ulllar told his subJects: 
" My brothers! 1 O\ve you severa: duties, and you have 
several rights over me. One of them is that you should 
se~ that I do not mIsuse the revenue; another tl1at I may 
not adopt wrong .measures in the d.::.::.eSSn1::lnt of the revenue; 
that I should lncreast! Y0ur sll;arie':> ; prote~t the frontiers; 
and that I should not Involve Y0..l 111 unnecessary dangers. 
"Vhenever I err, you have a nght to stolJ :wd take me to 
task. There is no caliphate without the consultation of 
the general body of Mussalmans," It was the character
istic feature of Ius c.J.r.::~r a~ a ruler. The emoluments of 
hIS oflice were Just stlfficient to enable him to keep body 
and soul together, and to cover his bod) wIth a shirt of 
rough, c.)arse cloth, with twdw patche3 In It; In fact, the 
total dady expcn:>~o ot hi'; l10LI;,ehClld did not amount to 
more thd n a shdhng. [n tht~ beglOning he did not take 
anything from·the Rllt-ul-\hl (Treasury), but later on he 
found that the duties of llls olfi.;c were lIlterfered witb by 
his private effurts to eun a hvellhood for h!Jnsel£. He then 
put the question ofhi5 stipend 111 the hands of the"~aj1is.I. 
Shura" '(the represent,ltlVc 1..>0 iy of C'J.1I1;tllori:» as well as 
:Jefore the Mussc:llmans at 1arb't:, congregated in the mosque 
for tue Friday prayers, and It WdS decided that he should 
be gIven jllst as much as he required for hioi o.rdinJ.ry ne(·ds . 

• The degiad~tLOn of women in Muslim countries is Ii 
great stumbling block in the advd.nce of constitutional free
dom. The mattf:rQ( tr.e family IS fundamental. The responsi. 
bil11y of Islam for tlIe state of woman and the deg~dation 
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of family lift', is a matter ab09t' which there can be no 
doubt, for it goes directly baek to the Qur/ante !aWl of 
marriage, divorce, polygamy arid concabinage,· and the 
consequent view of womanh()od en.!ouraged, n;).y, neeessi· 
tated thereby, No doubt. Islam gives \vornen power m'er 
their t>wn property. But tbis aspect 0,£ freedom contrasts 
strangely with the chattel·like position w..laieh b~yond all 
,coAtroversy Muslim women occupy in India. Like the 
Hifldu woman ~n unmarried Muslim woman ie a chattel 111 . 

the hands of her father or brother and If m-tr;:'led. in the 
hands of her husband&. Ghazzali, a great Muhammadan 
Doctor says" l\hrriage is Ct kmd of slavery, for th~ wife 
becomes the slave of her' husband, and it is her duty to 
obey him absolutely in everything he requues of her except 

iri what is contrZlry to the laws of Islam." She is practI
cally under tutelage for her whole term of life. Upto 
the time of Muhammad the Arabian women enjoyed a 
great deal of so:;ial freedom; her relationshi p with the 
other sex was healthier and ftanker than -1t present. 
Seclusion and the veil are explicitly commanded in the 
Qu'ran itself, yet the occaqion of the fatal text'l, which 
have fixed the fates of so many tnillion<; of women ever 
since, was nothIng than the annoyance of the prophet when 
bis domestic privacy had been slightly disturbed (Sura 
33 aod 24, Muir's Life of Muhammad). The whole ten
dencyof polygamy, slave concubinage and unrestricted 
divorce srlows that there is in the Muha.mmadan mind an 
unhealthy suspicion about wo~n and it is the ~hief caose 
af their seclusion. The marriage bood is at lhe discrition 
t)f the husband to hoM or break, and that any man can 
therefore look upon allY married woman.(reiatives e~cepted) 
as within his "reach by marriage, and any woman can be 
divorced at 'any time without any valid causdbeiAg a&'Signe<i. 
E"Ven sach a great Queen as Ra~lyd, daugb.'ter of' Alta.mash 
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one of the slave kings at Delhi was maltreated by her 
subjects. Her brother was a wicked man and they 
installed ,her on· the throne. Raziya ruled as few men 
ruled in DeIhl. She loved justice and mf'rcy a.nd she gave 
both to her people.· She Jed them to battle pitching her 
own tent in the midst of the greatest danger. She' was 
generous and wise and' entirely forgetful of her woman!s 
self. All this her people knew of her; and all. this 
hlstorians have said of her. "She was a great monarch, 
but she was a wqman, and she ruled as a man." The 
Muslims of those days could not forgive her. They say 
th:lt she, being a woman, ought to come with face veiled. 
T~ough they lived under her C1.re and pr0tection for a very 
long time they forgot the cruelty of her brother who reigned 
before. They turned against her in th~ end and de
throned her and put her In prison. L:1ter on she escaped 
from prison and led an army to regain her kingdom. She 
was defeated in battle and fled alone to the Jungle::;. 
Hard pressed by hunger she begged of an old peasant 
in a field for some food. The man gave h~r a piece of 
bread which she ate gladly. While she wa~ sleeping 
there the peasan t killed her (lod buried her there in a corner 
of a fieJd nut.,ide the w.111s of that very Ddhl whlch she 
had ruled. Such was the treatment accorded to a queen 
simply because she was a woman but not a man. Poly
gam)' and unrestrictecl divorce had taken awa.y the 
vitality of the Turks. Some of the bitterest results that 
followed thee.e customs are: divided families, fa.vouri~ 

ti!lm, hl'art burnings, jeaiouE.ies, separatIOn f.rom children, 
nes:pair, cruelties. ruio to the cha.racter of man and the 
hfe of tae w()m~n. A man may divorce his wife without 
cause, ~ve his ow~ disappomtmeot or whim, immediMely 
after marriage""'-or, evea worse, after ,maby years of married 
life. Every divorce meaRS a blow to the woman's self-



respect, a diminution of her mariret va.lue, a cren1 separatk 11 

in many cases from her chlldren. 

Usury is denounced in the Qur'an and manY;:1 pious 
Muhammadan is prep'lred to renounce .eve!} the ordin:try 
intetelSt ori his 1o,1n<;. The hQm to directions of the ~Jr'an 
and the TradItion" make many Muslims killd to anlm,lls. 
The flat prohibition of all ltquor has made greatly for 
sobriety and the condemnatiun of games of chance had 
checked gambling. There IS no priesthood among the 
Mussa!man'i. Muslim authrmtles say that there are now 
150 sects, but there ma.y b~ even more. I shc\ 11 bnefly 
narrate the ongin dnd growtJ1 of pnnclp tl ones. The Muslim 
world is hroadly divIded In~o Sannis and Shi-ites. Th;; latter 
are far more subdivided than arc the SunGI::.. 

SHI·ITES. 

The main point of difference is that, rejecting the 
first four khaltfcls, the Shl' ah sec t3 hold that Ali, the fourth 
khalifa, Muhammad's son-in-law W1S the "Prop~et's" 

due sl.lccessor. Hen:e Instead of regardln~ th= khalifas 
as 'Vlcegcrent~ of the Apo3tle of God' th~y revere Ah's 
descendants, who with hln1st:lf are termtd the 'Twelve 
Imams.' The tw'J parties differ a["o in the collection~ of 
Traditions (Aha'da.'1h) which they accept. The Sunms 
condemn MUt'.lh or temporary m1rrlage, whIch their oppo· 
nento; approve of. The Sunnis hold that everything must 
be decided by an appeal to the Qur'an, Tradition, or autho
ritative deductions therefrorn. fh'!y arc more legahstic 
than the Shi'ites. The latter are more inclimcd to admit 
idea,; from without. They admit the need oitan atonement, 
holding that Hosan's atd HJ,aio's d~;thi effected that. 
Incarnation tbeoria have devaloped amoo~ not a ww 
Sai'ite sects. One of those woriRlps 'Ali as Cod.' They 



hold in general the t~net· that they may conceal or deny 
their faith when life and property are otherwise i~ danger. 
Abu' I{aslm. the 12th lJpam, is said to be still alive, 
and is expected to reappear as the Imam Mahdt. 

SUNNIS. 

Of the Sunnis there are four orthodox s~ts, thn 
Hanifis, the Sha '£is, the Ma'likis, and the Ha. 11 balis , 
which are really schools of interpretation of the Law. 
The founder of the Wababi sect was a Hanabali. He 
endeavoured to reform Islam by abolishing saint worship 
and restoring it to its onginal state. This necessitated the 
ule of the sword. The \Vahabts overran Arabia, captur
ing Mecca and Medina 10 1803. Their power ~ad been 
broken by the Turks in 1818. Later on there were revivals 
of sects in India ~nd also in Arabia. They are not bound 
by the views of orthodox sects, but hold that eAch man 
may judge for himself from a knowledge of the Qur'an 
and TraditIon. Muhlmmad will at the last day obtain 
permission to mtercede with God. They recite the 
ninety-mne 'Excellant Names,' wIthout a r~ary. 

SUFIS. 

The Sufis are the mystics of Islam. They are 
mostly professed Shi'ites but in reality they are Pantheists 
Of bee-thinkers. They profess to aim at union with Goo, 
to be attained by C\bsorption and loss of personality. A v 

stage in their spiritual progress may be reached at which 
all religiouti observances !ire needless. They profess to 
prove from Smail 23-151 "Verily 'we belong to God, 
and v~nJy llntoehiO') do we return" their doctrine of emana
tiOn and absorption (Una) saying that this "reMn" tor 
God is like th~t of the raindrop to the o~ean from wh_ 
it came and in which it 1$ finally~103t. 

8 
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MUTAZ'~llB$f 
1be MutazHite sect wal fO\loded by \Va'sti m the 

9th cenblry. !-fis followers desie-l t 1e Muslim doqtrine of 
Fate, and affirmed freedom of will and action. They were 
Muali1ns only in name. The Ne~·fslamfc school in India 
claims to be a revival of this extipct. sect. They reject 
tradWon, and profess to found their be1i$...,~olely on the 
Qur'an. But they have been greatly influenced ~y Ration
alis!.1. They deny the miraculoub, and are rather Dei st3 
than Muslims. 

The Turks entertain regard for the rights of private 
property and for the rights of children, women and slaves. 
They are a people In whom the generous elements of the 
great pc\storal p~ace of desert and steppe which IS the 
living forae and unity of the whole Moslem world are 
betrayed. They arc very kmd to their chilciren who In 
their turn respect their parents. In Inculcattng the doc
~nne of devotion to the m'Jther and chIvalry to old (ilge 
Muhammad is unequelled by ~Ily of the great teachers of 
the world. Muhammad said, "He who kisses the feet of 
his mother attains Paradise." Most of the' Hmdus, when 
Turks settled in India, were fascinated by the extraordmary 
kind~j; showJl by these Mussalmans towatd$ tbeir fellow 
bretlnen. It reprq;ented h the 10.v-caste HlOdu what the 
Buddh~t -orders once represt!nted. a perfect democra~y in 
whiclllitains of biL th, blood, professivn arc all blotted out 
by q "COmmon brotherhood. Whatever a man's-.l>ast\ he 
Cb'\lld a$ ~oon ~s he became Muhammadan do WhQtc~f 
he UelJife-.d. One aftne Muhammadan Sultans, Khtlsum, 
waEl ~ low·~ste Hindu. He W,lS the compaJ'lon of Mubar~l{, 
tpe sp~ 0.f All~udin. Even slaves could ~come ~ltans . 
.f{lle word S~~ j~ 9ge~ra11y prefixed tq ~he );lame; of tht1se 
wOo w~re ~Qnverted to liilatn, The va&t majority oft Mq· 



halnmadat\ ~dlti'ators, worker~ tOoties alId 11tb6r& rate 
thus Hir.du by blood and Muslim by crtted. TheM ,."te 
follOW' tbeir-n14 HJndu cUstom'S a nd worship Pirs. Theit Mo· 
1attous habib; coul.d not be chClnged. The orthodot Sun'hits, 
thaugh they dislIke this, aHow them to follow ·their OWn 
ways. The message-of Muhammad is a rnessa~e of irtOOom 
to the whole race of man. The early tn\Taders did R0t 

settle in IMla continuously for a vety long time. DytJasty 
after dynasty came to India, ruled for a short time and 
was deth roned by successor after successor who poored 
Into the plains of Hrndustal1. 

MONGOLS OR'MOGHALS. 

The 3rd great bbm Ie l::lee that conqt1ered India 
were the MoguJs. Befote Bctbar C.lme and establtsbed the 
Motiu1 cmplfc In 1 ndla wLlch lasted from 1526 to ] 857 
two Mogullnvc\ders, ChcnglzkhJn and Tlmurlane, invaded 
India in the 13th and 14lh centu\le~ and carned away all 
that was precIOus from India. 

IndlJ. YV,lS Stlll!\ III povel ly, dl the Jgricolturistl:l 
WLre highly IIldebtcd, /cIIlIlIIL Wel.., \. \'clywhen .• trade waf!, 

paralysed and ("olllllltrce WJS hll1dtred. Tht! dHrkest 
penod of Indian 11lstory I:' the tllne when l3.tbar invaded 
India, .Daher de~cnbe!:> IndlJ. 111 hl~ I11em01CS as follows:
"Huidustl:ln is a country which h,\s few thIngs to recommen(l. 
The people are not handsome. They have no idea of the 
charms of friendly society ()f freely mixir1g together in 
famlliar intclcOUTSC. They h~lve no gr:mus. no cOlnprehen
Slon of Imod, no politen~,,:; of rna nners, no h.lndt1ess or 
fellow .reehng. -no' ingenuity or mechamcal inveirti'Gl'J in 
pla.ndi11g and execllHIt'J their banin-craft wMk, ntS Sktll or 
knowledge in desi~ or <\1'ehi~tJ.tr-e. They l~aw'fitj" 'gOOd 
liarses, no- g.:>:)c1 flesh, no gl).>d gtcJpe~ br mask~t tio 
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good fruits, flO cold water dr Koo, no good food or bread 
in their baz.aar~ no baths, no colleges, no candles, not 
~ven. a tafldle stick. They ilave no aqueducts ot canals, 
no gardens and no palaces; in their buildings they study 
neithu ~degance nor climate, nor appear~nce nor regularity. 
Tbeir peasants and lower classes all go about naked tying 
on only a lang&tt. The women too ~. only a lung." 
The'only good points which Babar could find in favour of 
Hindnsthan were that it is a large country, and has 
abundance of gold and sIlver and there' 18 also an abun
dance of workmen of every profession and trade for any 
work and employment." During the reigns of Babar and 
Humayun tee Mdhomedans adjusted themselves with their 
Hindu neighbours Clnd Sufi heresy gathered strength frorr 
contact with Hindu teachers and made - many IVluhamrna
dans believe in transmigration (Sams:ua) a nd in the. fi11a.l 
union of the sonl with the Supreme Spinto The Moharrum 
festival and saint worship show that the Muhammadans 
were greatly inf1uenced by the Hl11dus. The Pir worshi p 
also came into vogue, The pure IConoclastic rt::1igion of 
Muhammed was transformed and transfigured into P ir 
worship. The Mummadans were more tolerant towards 
Hindus than under Turkish rule. By the tIme Akbar 
came to the throne the two races, the Aryans and the 
Mongols, began to appreciate each other and the great 
Akbar was the first Islamic Emperor 10 India to see and realise 
the true nobility of soul and the devotion and fideltty of 
the Hmdu character. He gathered about hun the best men 
of'lhls time men like Faizl, Abdul Fazel and their father 
Mubaiclk, the l11l:liori,\ll::' MirL..l Abdul KlhlIn, Nlz..lmuddin 
AhUlt!d, lJodarm .1IlJ other.... Thtl-:it: • tr,llI~lated the 
HlOdu ePIcs and shastras and books of science and 
philosophy. He etltertamed many Rajaputs in high offices 
~nd maftied their daughteu. Raja Todamral, Raja BlrbdlJ 



a companion of Akbar', Maharaja Bhagavandast Haja 
Mansingh who acted as Governor of Bengal and sometime 
for Kabul were \velcomed to court and truste I in the full 
consciousness that their interests were the same as those 
of Hle Mussalinan' noblemen. Akbar wanted to cement 
the union of Hindus and Mllssalmans by th~estab1ishment 
of cI. religion of the DlIH-tlahi I n which the best points both 
of the Hindu and Muhammadan faiths were sought to 
be incorporated. Poll tax and Jdziya were aboltshed and 
toJerltion for all Lllths became the universal law of 
the empIre. To concIliate illS subjects, Akbar abjured 
the u~e of all fll·sh except on four spcci,d occasions 
m the year and he Jotnett In the relJgious rites 
obselved by his IIindu quetl1s. In regard to p:articular 
cUbtoms of the p~ople relcttlng to points ",here natural 
humanity WetS shoc.ked 10 3. W ly t) make union impossible 
Akbar strove by wIse encouragement and stern control 
where necebsary, to help the gr,)wth of better Ideas. I{emar
riage was encouraged and m1rrt3.gc before puberty WdS 

prohibited. ThiS prOCC3S of l'dnOVll1g all causes of friction 
and ectabhshlOg harmony between tho two peoples went 
on Without inferruptlOn dUl'lllg the reigns of Akbar, Jahangu' 
and ShaJahan. D,\lil tlanslated the Upanisbads and 
wrote a work 10 whlc;) he soubht to reconcile the Brahmin 
religion with the Mahomed;Ul Luth. This century was the 
halcyon period of Indian Ht.;tory when the H10du and 
Mahomedan races lived amlCd l>ly wltn each other. Auranga
zeb followed a dlifcrent pclth and the result was the des
tructIOn of the Mogul Em?ire. Muhammadan rule help~d 
to ldiuc the td~hrs and l1Iunnurs of' the Hindus. The art 
of Go~crumelllow ... ::, wHct undcrl:otood by the Mahomadans 
than hy the old Hindu sovereigns. Muhammadans also 
.excelled 10 the arts of war. Gunpowder and artijlery were 

introduced by them. They I:>rought ingenuity and mecha-
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~ invetit.fb1; in-:{' ntIMber of handieraft~. They intro· 
~ oamtJ:esJ • paper, glass, hou,s~bojd furniture and 
'~fh,. T~y improved the knowledge 'of the people in 
mn4lc. 'instt'Uinental and vocal, medicine) and astronomy. 
They ·ttmtle roads, aqueducts, canal'S and ·caravClnsaries. 
Tbey,ins1itut«i post offices Clnd intr.odu.ced the best speci
mellS I(!)( archltectIl14·c. They improved our ~dening. They 
broug'ht the rose and the omon. They esltlbhsfied an 
e{fictent revenue sy~tem. Commerce flourished and rela
tlOn$ with other pal ts of the world were ·estab1ished. 011 
the whole the Mussalman rule was bencficlcll to IndIa and 
awnkened the HlOdus from their apathy to matenal pro
gress and the habitual letha'rgy to WhlCl1 they were aCCllS

tomed 10 the degraded age of ldoiatrol1S and caste-ndden 
and pnest-nddp.n rneduleval India when dynasty after 
dyn:!'sty of Turks ch3.n y 1 and Turkish rule was unsettled 
-{he darkest penod of 1n dlan hlstory fot over 5 centunes. 
itt the 19th century a trong movement for reform wa~ 

started in India by Sir SaYYld Ahm,ld. He energeticafly 
opposed fatd.llsm, preached thf! doctflne "God helps those 
who help themselves," enthusiastlcJ.lly pro'11~ted educatIOn, 
founded a liberal College al Altgarh and' til 1880 bet Oil 

foot an l.r:nual edu~:\ttonal Conterencl.! for the Mushms of 
India. Great SUCC~:B has attend;d those V16010US measures. 
The IndIan Musilln reformers-c,lre !'nore for th(; SPirit of 
()ut'hn than for the letter. The I ndlan reformers, intro-
,.,/ 

clucing as th~Y' ch, a r.1tl rmahztng splrit, treat the Qar'an 
iwe~f with freedom, ~tnd they are thus at. liberty to read 
i'1t<) it ;}lmoste Vt.:fytl-llng they lIke and out of it 
alll)~st everything they dlshke. Ar1~er Alh in "Spirit 
of Islam" .says, "ObJectionab!e elements suth as 
the veil, p:;)lYgatny. and dlvorce clm be explairted away: 
they ~te b~ca.sioi1::d, not eternal, commands: look deeper 
irft6 therb arid' ',ou shalt see that in lellhy 'the heedom 
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of wQ~nt·ttl~aPlY~ a~ the :p$fmanence ,' of..mat;t't_'l~ " ~ . 
~e~e il)~~~.j. As .It;tdia passed into . "the, han4s ~; _ . 
~ng1ish,; t~uhamr~adans ,having r.eceQtly lost their ~i7 . 
tical power 'in)ndia, they were relue,tant to adapt tNQ!I!" 
selves to tbe changed environmenkf~t' their racial, pr~ 
did Dot permit ,them to Join English Schools.and CQllege$ 
and seek English s~rv{ce. This afforded the BindQs' a 
ma,rch in adv~nce of them in availling themselves bf t~ 
loaves and fi~l:les of English servi<:;e by qualifying the~
selv.es in English ,s~l)ools and C JJeges. With the lo~ ,9f 
political powe r the Mussalman bf:Came inert a nd the ze~J 

for reiigion spent itself and DO elevating fOJce waa found 
t;I) mC\ke him rise to the occasion. The Muslim in India lost 
touch with the outside Muslim world nor did any progre!i
sive ideas enter his bead and 50 he sank t·) th~ level of hi~ 
companions the Hindus and hi.s [aculti~s were benumued 
and deterioration set in more rapidJy in t~1e Muhammadan 
community than among the Hindu!'!. 1t is only when 
Swaraj became the .common ideal of all Indians that we hear 
of progress being once more set on [oat, and the Muham
madan of to-da:( is as zealous for national glory as he was 
formerly. Now in some parts of India the Hindus are 
better equipped both intellectually and economically for 
the battle of life th~n their Muhammadan feHow-country .. 
men. The Hindus have 3. wider and more uaiversal out
look .• Muslims must put forth their best efforh to r.erno.ve 
these deficiencies of their own commnnity, and it , .should 
also be the duty of every true Indian to help his Muhamma
dan fellow-countrymen . to sacure their in tellectual and 
economic ad:vaoo~ent with a view to equalise their economic 
and ·jntel! ectua.l PQsjtion Wtth non-Muslim comrminiti'es' of 
Indict. • W·ithout a liberal and modern. 6utlook upOn life 
~qe Muss\llm:.;n'3 Will R.ot be '. ~Ie . tp build up.1.a.·,m~:lm1fl 

de~f<\tic Sta~ iflJll~, P~f will t\1ey ~ abl", to~y.e jthe 
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HioGu~Muslim problems for tbe evolution of '..,uen. a 
StQte. What is wanted IS a movement of moderbibllt'Ki 
liberalism among the Indi~ln Mlilssalmans.· Th6'~ \fuM< or 
the Egyptian is far in advance of the Indian Mussalman. 
The leaders ot the KhiJafat organic;atiori haVe op~nly ac
cepted and appl'oved the policy of t,he Angora Government 
with {egard to the Khilafat question. Th.ic; shows that the 
modern spirit is already at work. In the-..inter('sts of the 
State the Hindus and other advanced communities of 
India must associate themselves with t'he Mushms even 
when they may not take the intiative in every movement 
that may be cqlculated to impro\ e the inteJlectual equip
ment, the moral and splrtl/al outlook, and the economic 
strength and helf-sufficlency of their lv.nhammadan fellow
countrymen. Besides, the best -thoughts and deeds of a 
country arc the most cherIShed inheriLlI1ce of Its people. 

"The religion of the State" says Pearson, "is surely worthy 
of reverence ac; any creed of the churches, rtnd ought to 
grow more 10 10tensity from yc,lr to year." It is the duty 

of all educated Indians who have Widened sympathIes to 

foster and strengthen the spmt of patnotlSm, this 

devotion to the common cause of the country as IS done 

in all modern States. What could have been the state of 

Europe and America \f this sentiment hJ.d not been,mgrain

ed in the very n.lture of the p ;ople during a long ct>urse 

of centuries? India will not progress as long as our 

people remain strangers to this lofty Idel1 which had given 

,cope for heroism and self-sacrifice in other countrie-s of 

tl~~ world. What is good for the country .is also good to 
the individual. Everyone should see th;~t he sets in "motiol'l 
the various progressive tendencies in humanity in the Indian 

nation. Nations are made by the 'efforts of individuals. 



THE SIKHS. 
In ~e tSth. eeatury a strong movement wa-~ st'ltiid 

by Garu Na~, the contemporary of' Luther, 'to unitt'tne 
a\ndusa~d Muhamtnadat)s condemning alike the evil ~oelai 
costoms among tire Hhtdus and Muhammadans . . Under the 
parely H~ndu systerp, the intellect may admit, but the h~tt 
declines to allow a common platf'01'm to aU people in the 
sight of God. The few educated Brahmans sep:ira1:ed 
themselves f tom the rest of the community satisfyin'g 
themselv('s that they are better gifted by God to leno ... 
relIgion ,md that the rest are condemned and by a sbete'!
Iton of bl rths alone that they could be purified and be 
born as Brahmans when they cd'uld learn the true religidb. 
-Guru Nanack raIsed hIS vOIce condemning such docrines 
and taught all men equally the love of God and of man. 
Caste, Idolatry, polytheism, and gross conceptions of 
purity and {J()l1l1t\ort were the precise points in which the 
Muhammadans and Hmdus were opposed to one anot'her. 
Nanack condemned these evil customs among the Hindus. 
Nanack 's watchword was that he was neIther Hindu nOT 

Muhammadan, but that he was a worshipper of t~ Nirakar 
or the formless. HIS teachings arc the same as the 
teachings of Bhaktt saInts 10 Northern India. The 
reilgK>us scnptures are known as Granth and they are a 
collection of the teachings of Bhakti saints In Northern 
India., His first compamon was a Muhammadan, and his 
teacher is ~aid to baJle been also a Muhammadan. The 
abuses of polytheism were checked by the devotion to oce 
obj.ect of worsh.lp which ~i tht! Slllpreme G<ld, the Para .. 
rnathma, and the abuses of ~':lste were ~otltrolled by conce
ding to all HUld~ <;00 Muhamm~ans ahke, the right of 
WOJ:Ship'and lQ.\·.e, lbe lone God who is the God of all, 'Fhe 
puritanic stI1rit of the Sitkb& developed under ' ~oution. 
Under 9uru GO¥1ad .$i. tbe tenth GurD. tbe Sikhs 

Q 
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<became a militant powel". All ,laeir affairs, 8eClIlar and 
spiritual, w~re regulat~d at ~he foqt iiea.t 'T~kha1;s' -literally 
~d$, platforms ~rt thrones-d A~lg.bat'l Allandapg.(, 
PatnFl, and Abh~na~r, where every Sikh, great <l;f smail, 
~ a· vo~, fQr did not Guru Govind himself, after invest~ 

'"' ing four disciples with I pahal ' stand in a humble attitude 
~ore them to be invested in his tur~'? Again, whenever 
Sikhs meet in the Guru's name there is theJifth Takhat, and 
,it is not long ago that at one of them, the idolatrous 
practices, justified by the Durbar at Amritsar, were con .. 
demned by the consent of the faithful assembled at 
Akhalghar. Men and women, clergy and laity, of sacred 
and profane descent, all are merged in the one standing of 
• Sikh '-learner or disciple. 

THE EUROPEANS. 

These are Christians who had forgotten Christ and 
his teachings. They came to India in oo.ccaneering expedi
tions and in the eady part uf the 16th century s(:ttled 
themselves as traders owning some factories on some sea
coa-st towns. They gradually penetrated into the country 
and the English now rule over an area of 1,993,074 square 
miles with a population of 244,267,542 With suzerainty 
over the Indlan states. The French have Pondlcherry, 
Yanam, Mahe, Kankaland Chandranagore. The Portuguese 
have Goa, DIU and Daman. When they entered India.their 
social aoo polItical institutions were as bad as they could 
be. But the spirit of enterprise and the love of supremacy 
over the sea brought them 10 contact with maay peoples 
ih~abiting this vast planet and as soon as they found that 
their social institutions were not suited ,for. their progress, 
they a,djuste4 themselves to the circumstances. • At the 
preaent day theY, '~'Ve advanced far ahaad of aU the 
~~ (J{ t~ world. By gradual.reforma.tion England is 



\.Jbat it fS t~ day, the greatest Cok!mial Empire' over 'Which, 
the St1'lt never lieU; J fhe first lnuitime power," tm, I tnost' 
etltp.rfit1sing ootnmetbia~ nanon 'and the richest,inddlltr;ia.1 
country iri tlie world. The Indian bas to learn (tom 
England that the stereotyped social institutions. in wh~b 
he lives can no longer help him to advance any further. 
He must take heart and work with unfailing strength. 

What W8-S the state of Europe when India wag in 
the zenith of glory? The state of Europe was worse than 
our present state. The father could dispose of his children 
as he liked. Children were freely exposed in the old Greek 
and Roman world and among th~ Norsemen. In the case 

I (ff the wife or of acknowledged children the father had 
the rights of a Magistrate i. e. though he eoold not 
ligitimately put to death except for a grave and sufficient 
cause, there was no recognised tribunal to which an appeal 
from his sentence would lie. The father's right over the 
person and property of the child was also absolute. 
Neither wife nor children could possess property. The 
husband could take a stranger into his family to share his 
children's inheritance. The right of semng a ward's marriage 
was amongst the most profitable incidents of fendal tenure. 
A girl of seven years could be betrothed in Mediaeval 
England, and as down to a later time the marriages of 
mere .children were still common, the parental authority in 
regard to marriage was practically absolute, and to marry 
without the consent of the parents was regarded as an 
outrage on decency. In England the education of women 
was neglected until a quite late epoch. Mr. Stanton says 
in "w'oman's liJfble:" c: Thft canon and eivillaw, Church 
and State alike taught that woman was made after man, 
of man, and for man, an inferior being" subject to man." 
St. Paul and the Christian fathecs approved ~r. iu{eriority 
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and sabjevtion. Tbei.- Q~io ·€Qf· her and Aj~ir \CQl'l~ropt 
fpl: mllrriage are !NeJl,.known. ~ Aog.u$t.e asks himself 
why she Wlui created:,at ~1. . s~ f,ath,rs ~ed qpoo he.
as tl1e '4 root of a,li evil to ~rea~ " from · a lfjb of A4am's 
body not fr:om a part of.P~s sou1/' "Martiage is good for 
those wno are afraid to sleep at home at n~l}t and &0911." 
In the feudal legislation of Europe woman sank lower and 
lower .. Luky says "woman sank to a lowet legal position 
than she evet oocupied under paganism, Dotwitl'standing 
th~ tact tha.t Christianity did introduce into the Roman 
world sQme true principl~s as regards woman." Legouve 
says" unc\er the feud:;!.} regime conjugal murals return to 
Lrqtalit}!." MISSI Cady Stanton gives a summary (History 
of Women's Suffrage) of the English common law which, 
basing itself on the alleged inferiol'-ity of woman deprived 
her ef the control of person and property and made r.er 
morally and economically dependent on ber husband .. 
What after all is the Christian conception of woman 1 
When man was made, God. afterwards, of a rib of his 
side, made woman to show, it has been said, that "he 
was not created princi paUy to attend to gene ·ation as 
other living creatures are; for work in matrimony is a 
work very base" (Ven. Louis de Ponte S. J. Meditations VI 
264, 272, 274). 

Even the great poet Milton, the Puritan, .the re
publican, the Cromwellian, the author cf Areopagitica,Othe 
advocate of the freedom of the press, wrote of woman as 
fonows :-

" Oh 1 why did God, 
CreatOr wise.,1 that peopled highest hcia.ven 
With spirit masculine, create at l~s.t 
This nO\lelty on earth, this fair defect 

\ Of nature? QQd:~t fiU the world at ooce 



With men, 3$ apgels, wi.tiJ.logt lfemipi~? 
Or find some 0l)lef way tp generate 
Ma.nki~d? This misc;hief had,ne>t then befallen, 
And mare that shall befall, mnumerable 
Distl,trbancc!s on earth thrQugh female snares 
And strait c~Djunction with this sex." 

"It is only aft'!!," John Staart Mill wrote: " t~ sub
Jection of woman that the conscience of England was 

. awakened, after 1865 only that an advance was made to 
establish her position and rights." It is (}nly very receiItl, 
that women had acquired Rome status in England. The 
class distint::tions in Great Br,ithin are in no way bettet 
than the caste distinctIOns in IndIa. Mr. Sydney Brooks 
(iW the North AmerIcan ReView) says of gr.Jgland before the 
American War of Indcpendenc~: "\Vhat was it at bottom 
that made the EnglIsh atmosphCle before the war so diffi
cult for an American to breathe 10 freely? It was, I believe, 
that he felt himself 10 a count! y where the dlgmty of life 
was lower than hIS own; a countly where a man born in 
ordlO !lry Clfcum<;tancel> expected, and was expected to dIe in 
ordinary clrcumstancel>; where the scope of hiS efforts was 
traced beforeha~d by the aCCident Gf positIOn; where he 
wa ... handicapped In all cases and crushed 10 most by the 
superincumbent welght of convention, "good form" and the 
deadening artIficialities and conventions of an old society ..... 
There·were some trades and professions and occupations 
that were" respectable" and others which were not.. .. There 
was not a single Enghshman who had nvt the social privi
lege of despislOg some other Englishma.n, and the lower one 
penetrated in the social scalf:.. The more complex and 
mysteriGus and the'more rigidly drawn did these lines of 
demarcation become." 

All the vanous pedples described above who domicilE: 
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ih India coDst:ituti I,the Indian'1 Qation. 'J' bave simply 
enumerated the rates, describing tbett social customs and 
religious'conception, but 1 have not attempted to t;tate the 
localities in which 'these races' are partibolarl' found. 
EVerywhere there is an intermixture of blodd"and h is not 
possible to speak with certainty wha,t particular races inha
bit each province. Indian Ethnology may give us some 
clpe but the science itself is still in an emb'ryonic state and 
I dare not rush into regions where angels are afraid to 
tread. Having acquainted you with these indispensable 
preliminaries 1 6h~1I proceed to deal with the subject on 
haap--the development of deu.ocracy·-from thestar:dpoint 
of (1) ReligiQI'I, (2) Politics,' (3) Economics (4) Social Puri~ 
fi(fation, (5) the Doctrine of Hu~an Brotherhood. 

-Or! II : • ., 



Chapter IX. 

RELIGION. 

With .atheists and agnostics, the dominatiug 
principle is that of Positivism i.e., the greatest happineu 
of the largest number of mankind in every field of hmmul) 
activity and enterprise. Theists look upon thiS" universe 
as the mal'lifestation of the Almighty existing {rom eternity 
to eternity. Ih the conception of this Almighty there ate 
vii-rious interpretations given by various commentators. Each 
to force his own interpretation on others waged innumera .. 
hIe wars devabtating countries. and bringing sorrow into 
l.wery home. In the name of religion the grossest atroci,. 
t~s were committed on humanity. Think of the Buddhistio 
blood that has been spilt on Indian soil to expel Buddhi'sm 
from the shores of India. Think of the crusades between 
the cross and the crescent that manured Western Asia with 
human bones for centunes. Think of the wars between 
Protestants and Roman Catholics-the thirty years' war in 
Central Europe-the persecutlOn of Hugenots in France 
and the Inquisition in Spain and the escape of Pilgrim 
fathers from England. What were these wars for? It 
is to inject into humanity through every gaping wound 
caused either by the sword or the bullet the interpretation 
of Almighty from the viewpomt of each offender. The 
world is sick of such wars and rehgious toleration is the 
olltcome of this sad experience of humanity. All men be .. 
li..we in the power of the Almighty and look upon the universe 
as the revelation and each religious book as a commentary 
on the revelaqpn. It is left to the individual will to 
choose ·whatever commentary he likes and there is no reason 
why aU people should adopt the same commenttJry. True 
rel~on is th(' ~alMatioB of t~ Almighty in man. TOlbe 
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one with God is the goal of all religions. If ~he Hindus and 
Mussalmans realisecl the onenaa Qf all religions ia the' 18th 
century in India, Indian histo;'y would ha.ve hCiti to tell a 
different tale and India would have been a prosperous 
na.tion among the natIOns of the world .• It .is the <1ifferen
tiatien of religions tM~ made one to run one's sword over 
tl1e throat of one's neighbour and thus paved ~he way for 
European intervention and their final dQJUination. It is 
-the same spirit of intoleran~e tMat l5 J:.lrevalent in the 
Punjab, Mysore and Mala,bar that comes ?ften like a cloud 
to make the sun of Democracy inviSible on the Indian 
horizon. Unless everyone in India gives. up religious 
bigotry and tries to lIve and work for the common good of 
the nation, Democracy will be a stranger to this land, the 
riab will oppress the poor and the high will sneer at th£:. low 
and the capitalist will tease the labourer. 

KHILAFAT. 

Every human InstitutIOn stands for the re'ilisation 
of certlin ideals prompted by human sentiments. Instltu~ 

tions are not to be Judged by themseh'es but as furthering 
the development of sentiments and an inslAtutlOn IS good 
or bad as the sentiment supporting it is one or the other. 
The instItUtion of the Khilafat has often been misunder
stood and the attempt to express Muslim Ideals in Western 
terminology has made matters worse. The Khahfa l~ not 
a Pope and cannot issue "bulls." He is not even a priest. 
He cannot enforce hIS own interpretation of the sf\cred 
texts and meddle wi th the religious consciou"ne~s of bis 
fellow Mussalmans. He cannot, hke thE; Pope of middle ages, 
a~uspend even a divine law, as for lDstance, 'permitting per
sons to marry within the prohibited relations. The 'KhaliM 

fas of tbe past have never arrogated these powers to them
fielves.. Throughout the extensive domain of Muslim reHgi-



ous law. u ibadt and Momilat" -the Khalifa bas no influ
ence' oV,ej.. his c~·religi()nists except what his personal piety 
and learning might secure him. Kingly power is unneces
sary to Caliph thOllgh many Caliphs of the past have exer
cised a despotic sway over thetr subjects. In fact despotic 
power is entirely OppY3ed to the basic principles of the 
I(hilafat; fur unlIke t11e King the Caliph's power does not 
arise from any sort of divine rigc t but frolTt the free.choice 
of all free Mussalmans. That he is the chosen of the 
people and responsible to their opinion is his glory and 
greatness. That he should not act except after consulting 
them, that he should convinc!! b~f()re he command's is, 
accordmg to the best of Mllssalman traditions, a neccesc;ary 

Icondition of his office. 

What th~n is the Khllafat? It is an instituation for 
the protection and preservation of those ideals of a common 
brotherhood found in the whole Muslim world. The Mus
salmans are one people; tn cl sense the f ollo'iVers of no other 
religion are one people. The prjphct said in his last 
speech at holy Mecca "And this is my last advice 
unto you: YQu are of one brotlte,.hood." And in ~pite of a 
thuusand confhcb and a thou"aml Wdrs the hrotherly feeltng 
dwells In the healt~ of aU M'lssdlmans to<l1.Y not merely 
35 a pleas \Ill meu10ry b~t ,lS .l jiving reality. There is 
nothing clerical about the institutIOn of KhiJafat. The 
dlfferentiation of Church and State is unknown to Muslim 
theory; for the h.lam the State is the Church. The Khila .. 
fat thus, on the one hand, includes both the political and 
religiou'5 interests, on the other hand it should exclude those 
interests not common to thf' whole MtlSlim wurld. 

The MUfisa}mans of the world have a right to give 
their opinion conc.erning the )(hitafa! but the '. internal 
Government of Turkey"is purely a Turkish qQestio.n and 

10 
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outsidetMussalmans have no business to interfere. So also 
the national state of Turkey has nothing to do with the 
internal administration of other Muslim cObntries. 

When Kingship was the order. of .the day and a 
commOn culture had partially eliminated the consciousness 
of national differences the desp::>tic rule of the Caliph over 
aU ~ussalmal1s did not appear anomalQus. The day s 
of Haro un Alraschid have gone. Arabic is no longer 
the language of common culture and the indigenous litera
tures of Muslim nations have been developing for centuries. 
The traditIOn of an international Muslim Government has 
been dead for a thousand y~ars, whde innumerable causes 
have tellded to emphasise nCllional differences. A Khila
£.It of the Abba Side type is imp03sIule of realtsation and 
would be altogether vicious if realiied; for it cou' d only 
establish itself by crushing the liberal movements so 
young and rigorous in the Mushm wodd. 

INDIA. 
India has never been directly gO'\lerned by the Caliph. 

The mediaeval Kings of India were the "helpers" (Nasir) of 
the commander of the taithf ul or they rose higher and became 
his •• parlnt.:rs" (~Juasim). They were confirmed 111 thelf 
royal authority alter they had attained to it through force, 
election or heredItary rights. They were never appointed 
by him and consequently never dt::generated to the rank of 
mere Governors. This was as it should have been. IndIa 
was never included in Khilafdl lands. Tht: pOWt:L' of the 
Caliph rested on the Sku"lclt, the religious },.l\V of the Mu .. sal
mano. But the Shanat must b~ remembered as the pel
!.'.onal hw' of Mussalmans and could not ~ enforced on 
non-Musilms. Consequently when the majority of the 
inhabitants did not foHow the Shariat the Khalifa could 
hh'e no authority. If Harun Al-t{aschid had conqnered 
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India he would have become its king, not its c~lipp, for 
you cannot have a caliph ruling over a non-muslim .people. 
The reJigious o.bligation which binds his co religio'nists to 
him has no force with wen of alien creed. It must be 
quite another t!e tbat unites them to him, a tie with which 
Islam h;)s nothing to do. The re,lsons which kept India 
out of the Khilafat in the past have lost none of their force. 
The Khilafat, wh~tever form It assumes, has to be cOl)fined 
to countries overwhelmlDgly Muslim in population. 

POWERS. 

The power of Kh!lafdt according to orthodox tradi
t;on is for defensive purposes' only. A caliph may be 
~~llicose and agglesslve like any other man; but if he 
takes the aggressIve, he cannot as Caliph ask his fellow
Muslims to support him. Allied to it is another tradition 
that even in case of defensive war, the Mussalmans of the 
neighbourhood Zlrc to be c,tllt'c1 first and those far off only 
in case of extreme necessity. Thc Caliph has never been 
consldAred to be at liberty to throw the whole Muslim world 
into convulsions for the sake of every little skirmish on the 
frontier. 

With the above conolu.erations in view, the position 
of Indian Mussalmans will appear in a two-fold light. On 

the on.c hand, the Khahfa canneot legally command them for 

they are not in a land within th~ Khilafat fold. On the 

other hand, they are in duty bound to help him for the 

feeling of brotherliness which the Khilafat embodies is in 

them also. But their help cun only ce asked for and ne~d 

only be given in cases of extreme urgency when the exis

tence of Islam is re:lIly in danger, a contingency, which 

in the past has arisen abQut once in 4 centuries. 
1 , 
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TURKISH ViEW. 
From the point of \'iew of Turkey's ioterests as welt 

as those of the rest of the Muslim world, Khila~at as it has 
existed in Turkey has been found to be worse t1LH1 a 
failure. The Turks establishing a Republi~ as the only 
effective and safely reliable meanl> of regenerating their 
nation, regard the existence of the KhiJafat not only unnts
sary but a positive danger to the growth '''2lnd continuance 
of national life and unity not only in Turkey Dut also 
in the rest of the MuslIm world. They conteno "the 
K hila/at O/ice idea which has been conserved since ages 
to realise the basis of a UnIted Muslim Government in the 
world has never been rcalise'd and on the contrary has been 
a constant cause of strife and d~pliClty ;lmong the MusHms." 
They say that an ideal Khilafat is an Utopil. They do not 
want to risk their future nation1.! destiny ripon mere senti
mental and theoretical grounds such as the need and impor
tance of having one central authority "the Khilafat for the 
protection and uplift of the whole Islamic world." TheY 
say that except in the first 30 years the period of the first 
4 Caliphs such a thing as an ideal Khilafat had never 
existed in any part of the Muslim world. They exclaim, 
I' What are the fruits and achievements of the Khilafat 
in terms of n'1tionai greatness and prosperity, whether 
in spiritual or temporal affairs?" "What example ~r standard 
of Islamic life and morality was set by th~ successive 
Khalifs?" "How far Islam has b~en a liv;ng force 
among the in ,titutions and the daily life of the people 
during these 4 centuries?" The next question they ask is 
" Flow far the souls, the minds, the morals and the physi
,-:al and material interests of the p~o?le had an:; .chance 
of developm~nt an~ growth under the imperial am despotic 
rule of the Khalifs whom it would be nothing short of 
blasphemy to call or regard as the' representatives or the 
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succesiOrs of the great heroes of Islam-Hazarat Abubaker, 
Umar, Usman, and AJi--the o.nly Khalifs who ever fulfilled 
the conditions (i)f the Islamic Khilafdt." The Khalifs in 
Turkey during the last 2 centuries were bartering away the 
most vital interests of the nation in the form of concessions, 
known as "the capitulattons," which they grant'ed to 
foreign bankers and exploiters for the sake of Il.oney most 
of which was squandered upon personal pleastlres. The 
Calil'hs of Turkey blocked by means of an iron wall of 
uumitigated autocracy, all avenues of light and learning so 
as to keep the peoplp. in utter darkness as to what the 
rest of Europe was accomplishing in the way of human 
emancipation and advance. 'fhe Caliphs of Turkey had 
lfltlcted the severest penalities upon some of their subjects 
for the crime of being patriots. In 1854 the Caliph borrQ
wed millions from six European powers and started the 
Ottoman, Debt which had been sapping tte very foundation 
of natioO'll prosperity ever since. In 18S] the Cdliph 
signed the decrEe of Moharram by which he mortgaged six 
important state revenues of the Turkish Empire and placed 
them under the direct administration of the council Qf 
Ottoman Debt which consisted of the representati"es of siX" 
foreign European powers who were competing for the ex
ploitation of the cOJntry. Caliph after Caliph enforced a 
reactionary policy depriving the country and the people of 
all modern means of progress and prosperity with the 
result that practically the whole economic nnd financial 
resources of the empire were exploited by foreigners. \Vhile 
even such sm:all countries as SWItzerland, Holland and 
Belgium were producing great schobrs and public men 
and were exportj.ng their ma,n.,f acture3 to dis tan t plrta Qf 
the woHd, Turkey,' even thol1gh it was a great empire, till 

very recently could not supply necessary expert knQwledge 
even for h-::r ()wn needs clnd had to depend upon fQreigners 
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for such vital and natiOnal requirePlents as banks, railwJYs, 
telegrapht etc., so much so that even for the pllrpo;;e<;; of 
defence, fortifications and atm!in~nt she had to t.:all in the 
aid of German generals and , Britieh maollfacturers. The 
last 2 centuries which i'l the period of greatest. advance in 
European c'ivllisdtlOll and prosperity, is the tllne dU[lng 
whtch Turkey's dec:l.Y, moral, material and political, has 
been continuous and complete. This is wh4!,. the KhaJif,\t 
had effected in Turkey during the last 4 centunes. What 
did it do for Islam and the Muslim world o?tslde Turkey? 
Did it protect the Muslims in Morocco or Algeria or JO other 
parts of AfrIca ag,linst the Enropean Christian powers 
which had brought them undar !lJelr ~way? Did It help 
the Muslim power 10 IndIa when It was attacked or over
whelmed by internal or external foe,? What was the 
nature of the Government in Egypt and ArabIa while it 
lasted? Has it left there any monument 10 the shap~ of 
systems or institutIOns ncces~ary for moral and material 
well-being of the f\luslllTIS entru!:>tcd to 11s charge? Ghazl 
Mustafa Kamal tells the Indian Muss.dmans that "The 
Khilafat Office ldea, whIch has been conserved SlOce ages 
to realise the basis of a united MuslIm Government in the 
world, has never be~n rCJ.ltseu, and on the contrary has 
been a constant cau<;e of stnfe ;lnd dupltclty among the 
Muslims, whereas their r.!a.l 1I1tere\jts exp~ct it as a pnncI
pie that the social aswciatlOn:i may constitute themselves 
into independent Government. The spiritual and r~(d 
bond between Muslim nations is understood to be in the 
sigr.ification of the sacred verse: "Inll,Q1nfJl Mominoona 
Iklt~Qtem." The bond of " Imam" of tr~e faith ill the 
real ul1lfying force. The most effective mea qs of realiSIng 
this desideratum is the detenrlltlation or the mushrfls to 
make an organised effort to ('quip themselves with all the 
spiritual, mental, moral and material. forces and resources 
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so as to acquite the condition and status of a progressh'e 
and prosperous people. When such is the view of the 
Turl<ish Free State the Indian MU8salmans also mllst adapt 
themselves to the ~ircumstances that are preparing in the 
modern world. . 

There must be a'n open and unambiguons repudiation 
Ly every patriotic Mllssalman of his conceit of. extra 
territorial patriotism. He must be Joyal in all political and 
economic relations to 1 mlla in prefclcnce to every other 
country in the v.'odd. There must be the ;eparation of 
sectarian or denominuional religIOus authority from 
political and economic duties and obligations. Even 
the declaration of Jeb1.d shall not be permitted to interfere 
with the £upremc obligations of the Indian Mussal
man to the law and authority of the composite Indian 
state. 

Cannot a :vIussalman nationalist reconcile himself 
,with internatIOnal co-operation with hiS brother Mussal
mans out-side the political Illmts of Nationalistic India? 
That the Turkish Flee State has already solved by fede
rJlism. The v<trious Mu~11111 countricb and their legisla
tures should be left not only with powers of internal 
adll11ll1stratlOn but also with full sovereign status. Only 
certain specified fights shOUld be left to all international 
a:lmi'1istration presided over I:y th(;: Caliph. The exact 
defini-tion of those rights would be: nece')sary to prevent the 
Caliph's servants from clabhing with the national Govern
ments. 

Tht. Caliph would hec0me the 'grand inkrnational 
fl;lp1esentatlve of .Is1;tIn. 

The Caliph should be above <111 national and 
sectional feuds. In the national Government of India the 
Muss,tlmam. htlve a right, not as Mussalmans bat as 
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minority, ~t their religious rights, ~bould, be re$pected and 
that they should ~ provided with ~u~rantees sufficient to 
ensure them <Jgainst the possibIlity of sectarian oppression. 
The .right b.elongs to all minonties in all lands. ¥inorities 
are tender things. Any little event upsets them. And 
yet once minorities are alienated a truly national (~overn
ment is impossible. Majorities and minorities lose their 
u.oral claim to govern the country when ~ ideal inspiring 
them is their sectarian welfare and not the general good. 

MAJORITY. 
There is no transcendant law giving the majority a 

right to go-vero ; its moral power is based on the simple 
assumption, that since the good of the country is what all 
have in view, the oplniJ n of the many is more likely to be 
corrrect than the opinion of the few. But where a majorIty 
makes it clear that tht: public good IS not what it wants the 
majority is under no obligation to obey it. Force, then, 
takes the place of discussion and heads are broken, instead 
of being counted. ~rhus in the interest of Indian Nationa
lism, not that of pan~Islamism, that Mussdlmans and all 
other Indian minorities are granted the guarantee they 
demand. A natIOnalistiC government is founded (Ill good 
will, assurance of lair play, and safety to all. Without 
tbis no nationalistic Government is possib~ anywhere. 
The Muslim claim to veto any law touching their, commu
nal interest by a majority of three· fourths would lleither ... 
gain nor lose its force if there were no Mussalmans outside 
India. These cLurns ale not items of gener.].l p:ln-Islamlc 
push. They ate problem5 to be viewed from the stand
point of lndlan Nationalism. The state should always 
observe reiigious neutrality. There is the supreme .need of 
building up a purely secular state in India, which shall own 
no special allegiance to any particular denominational law 
or s(;riptu reo 



,bJdia is the land ~her~in almost all the religions of 
the w~rld are found. In a tr~ly . nationalistic 41dia>~,'P.e 
rights of aU sho~ld be guaranteeq, whether,t}ley bel~i ~ 
majority or minority. Whoever domiciles himself within 
the geographical confines of India has a birth·rlght to be 
'treated with all fairness as a free citizen of a fre! state. 
Every nationalist in India mu'st so cbange his heart as to 
look upon every Indian with a brotherly feeling: He 
should earnestly attempt to discourage every· kind :,bf 
jealousy between '"arioDs religions aod encourage mutual 
understanding and sympathetic co-operation between thetn 
aU, as the one indispensabJe requirement for fosterjng tthe 
spirit of Nationalism. Sons of the same father, professitllg 
. the same religion, living in the same house, enjoying the 
same social and reIJgious privileges may entertain the 
bitterest feelings of hatred and enmity against -each other. 
It is not Dn the onene;s of religIOn that social harmony 
can exist but on the deve10pment of tho~ sentiments in the 
human heart, of fellow-feeling, kindllf..'Ss, toleration, sym
pathy and an earnest desire to preserve national indepen
dence at all co~ts. It is tht.! change of heart that is required. 
All peopJe may not necessarily profess ',he ~ame religion. 
Every Nationali3t would lay to heart what a well-lmown 
poet has said about the deepest cause of the failure of the 
greatest ,of ancient European Empires :-

Like ours it lookej in out-ward air. 
I ts head was clear and true. 
Sumptuous its clothing, rich jts fare, 
No pause its action knew: ' 

'Stout was. it's arm each thew and bone, 
Seemed puissant and alivt!-

.1;3ut ah 1 i ~ hea [tJ it,S ,hea~ w~.s stql?e 
A.oo so it could. not t,hrive. 
11 
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, :11fe ~ ftfos· ~n.htfW is 'ODe lliat mUst 'be leai'Jlt 
':ailchibfed -(1ft by ~et)- bationUf orRl'ftism that ,Mirillll'to 
~: or ~ii' to endure . 

.Beligton is no doubt the motive power setWl& in 
motion every huma.n activity, puri/-ring, enn~ng, stimu
lating and evolving humanity. AU tbe piety of ebe world 
bas its basis in religion. Th~ love of GOd, the ptOlJlpti
tude for righteoui action, the knowledge about God and the 
communion with GOO have aU their -bases in religion. 
But no one is a true devotee of God who injures his 
aeigbbouf. AJI are equal in the eye of God. Man loud 
WOIn_ are tbe children of God. Any injury inRicted·on a 
neighbour is a viQlation of the fundamental principles of 
~ligion. Above aU religions i$ Freedom. Freedom is 
Mukti Qr salvation. A state without freedo,n is a budy 
withollt life. Phto says, "The state is the indvidual writ 
large." When freedom is the goa! of lOdividual existence 
it must also be the goal of a ,collective existence of indivi
duals forming the state because the individual in striving 
for the ideal has co-operated with other individuals of like 
nature in, placing the results of the joint achievement in a 
permanct;Jt form. of a state not to be sh~ken with every 
b~ast of the wind. Every sacrifice made for ,Jhe preser
vation of the state i& a step in advance towuds perfectiON. 
Every sacrifice made for the preservation of' the state 
accelerates the evolution d 9001 and brings the individual 
nearer to God. 

. CHRISTIANITY 
Ooes Christianity stand in th~ way of Indian Na

tionalism? A sineere Christian maye'Xperieece a kind of 
sbock in finding tnat friends caftftOt -see as he S( es and think 
as he thinks. 'If-he teal_ at an'eatly sftge, hefore irrepa. 
table mischief iii done bl~ prejudlees,- dUfer(!rk:f!s ate not 



7~ , ,. 
ah~~ys a, gre;».t ~s, t~y ~ with ~ard to f\U)~~~ 
.~ qf. ~11()9~t ~l'}~ life. 1"hef ~re merely varie~~." 1'( j 

t;,e ~eferew~~ qr' trn;t~ods. rather, ~n .in. the ~ri~~1 
underlying aU, What matter all these religious dlffere~ , 
of -hicb we make so Dluch, w~n we fipq ete~n~J ve.~(ii~r) 1 

of beauty and t,Euth !lnd~rlying them aU and ~ea'1biQ~(!lf 
tJ;ae elementary lesson tbat we leaCl~ from the Jips of ~ 
te~cher, "Little children, Jove one another." If WI! ketrt> 
in mind this fundamental unity we leam to look upon e~c~ 
other as sont: and .daughters of God and heirs of the .5ame 
King40m of Heav:!n. Every, ooe mast lay to his heart 
what Lopgftllow hac; said of this fundamental unity: 

I, C(Ont holy church of God appears 
Through every age and race 
Unwasted by the lapse of years 
Unchanged by changing place. 

"From oldest time, on farthel\t shoreii, 
~~n~ath the pine or palm, 
One Unseen Presence she adores 
With silence or with psalm. 

"Her priests are all God's faithful sons, 
To serve the wOllld raised up; 
The pure in heart her baptised ones, 
'Love her communion cup. 

"The t\Uth is her prophetic gift, 
The soul her sacred page; 
And feet on m~rcy'~ ert~Bd swift, 
Do l~ke her oilgrima(lP,.~' . 

POLITICAL AGGRANDtSEMENT. 
~a.t t~ ~It¥; of tgcnit:' reUKi4\q i~ ~ ~an., 

of llw~¥:"ma~Q~ ~ eawire1l:r~ip8 :Q¥ ~ l ... .f~iOJll 
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o(these political: aDd commercial 'iitnes, It is a gre~ter a1)~se 
of what.is sacred. 'when these ' manoeuvres are worked b1 
persons who Have no re!igious faith in the . doctrin~ #bic'I1' 

'" "i J . ' 

for otber motives they seek to prop.1gatet !\-!any lOst:~t:lCes 
might b~ given of the exploitation of Christianity in support 
ot'pQlirtcal interests. It was in this sense that it was s.1iq 
by a French mimster, 1\ Anticlericalism is.-.l}ot an article of ' 
export:' For religion attacked at hom;! ' was found to ' 
serve French colonia1 aims and the maintenance abroad or 
French interests. ,There are (Conflict of Colaur-by B:~ L, 
Putnam \\Teale P. 119) tho;e "who still believe that, as it will 
be, in our day, impossible to bar out the hordes of Asia aod 
Africa, the only safeguard for Europe and the white man 
still lies to-day as in the PJ.st 10 Gtmstianity, and tha't the 
impossibility of allying themselves with ,other creed!' is 
perhaps thi:! reason why instinctIvely the ' great movement 
towards Christianising the coloured world isgrowing stronger 
and stronger in Anglo-Saxon countrie~ ac; a sort of torlorn 
hope launched to capture an almost impregnable position." 
The author cited is not a'3hamed tr> supply an example of 
political Christianity of his own and to confess that "the part 
which the white man is politically called upon to play in 
Africa is the part of "Delilah and no other; for If the black 
man is Christianised, his destructive strength ill stripped 
from him as was Samson's when his locks were cut." . He 
says that in India the hope of a general Christianisation is 
illusory for "it is there looked upon as ' a disintegrJ.ting 
force, a purely Europetln thing aiming at destroying the 
most essential parts of social fabries which have be~n slowly 
and, painfully built up through ages." He ~dds thlt "it is 
a strange fact wbiYQ; h~ Qft~ at~raGted the ,attention of 
unbiassed observers that Asian converts to Christiaqityare 
not- ;dnly derfbionalise~ but art: ~ot morallr benefit
ed; 'the' \>ery .t1 

~fbreaklng away from the $u;Port of 1 



their natural enviror1t'l1ent being' air unnatural one and 
therefore visited. wit.h bad effects." Indian nationttU.tn 
respects the tights of ::1.11 minorities because her aim iS'the 
general good •• All sincere C l1ristians have rt~t only any 
fear from their neighb')urs but they should also, 'in the 
interests of notionahty, be very careful that they do not 
faU victims to the machinations of the political Chrhtiantty 
of the West so ably depicted by Plltnam Weale. 
Their attitude towards the nationalistic movement· de .. 
cides the sympathy :lnd veneration of their fellow 
countrymen towards them. They have to bear in mind 
the passage in 2 Kings X 15: "And when he WtH 

~arled thence, he lighted 011, lehonadab, the son of 
Rechab, c01mng to mee~ him; and he saluted !tim and 
said to him: 'Is thine helJ,.t right, as my heart is with 
thy heart?' And Jehonadab ans'wered, 'It is. If it be, 
give me thine hand.''' The circumshnces preceding this 
passage are briefly these :-The house of Omtl after the 
death of Ahab advocated the worship of Syrian gods Baal 
and Ashtaroth 10 the regime of the Dowager Queen Jezebel 
instead of Jehovah, the God of the Israelites. Elijah and 
Elisha the prophets of Israel encouraged Jehu, the leader 
of the Jehovistlc revolution. The whole of the royal house 
of Omri was massacred and Jehu was returning from the 
scene of massacre. Jehonadab was the leader of the 
Kenttes, a tribe of Arabs from the Smaitic desert, which 
had proved friendJy to the Israelites in the time of their 
wanderings. They were also followers of Jehovah adopting 
a primitive puritanIsm from which IsraeJ, tE> her shame, h~d 
fallen away. In this crisis they met. Jeh'onadab is knoWn • to Jeho at> the frierid of theIsrae1ites attd his coming to meet 
Jeha corroburates it. The question is wbether be wUI go 
ar6ng with him in full. confidenCe. tl Is 'thine heart right 
even as my 1-1,'" rt ;c:; with thy' 'heart? . WIn you J trust me 
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as 1 will t..-YPlJ,f Ip tb.~s moJl~ 1 have put 10Y 
fqpt 9.~)V~( a.t;tft t cannot ~0l!s~4e!i, and 1 wllllqo~ &0 
~qk. M,l"e aI'tl to be, allies. it !p\1,St be aU 'in all." ~imilf'l" 
is ~ q~ioa whic~ the Indian Natianalist put:; to tpe 
J~ . ., (the Christian community. the 'sympa,tny Q( 
1 .... Chtistians is always with thei!;, otber In~i~n brethren 
as .tbp,t of Je\lonauab with Jehu. They ~n ~trer un4er t~ 
same (yranny and are subjected to the same e¥ploitatiol) 
and sutTer from the same evils tha.t eat into the vitals of the 
Indiall national organism and also carry or! their forehead 
the same badge of sl.tVery and inferiority among 
nati~s of the worldtbesides being equal victims to famine, 
p~tileoc.e, plague, malaria and cholera which are th~ result~ 
of the same economic forces workIng jn the CDU)ltry. What 
h~ls the sprcs in the Indian national Qfgatlism hea15~ t~ 

sores in the Christian community. L~t them bear in 
minGl the noble words of St. Paul: "Finally, brethren. 
w~t$pever things are true, whatsoever things are honour
able, wbatsoever thmgs ate pure, whatsoever things a.4e 
lovc:ly; if the~ be any virtue, if there be any praise, think 
on the'>e thl~gs The things that ye both le",rned and 
received and h.::ard and saw in me, these things do, and 
the God of peace shall be with you." The aim of lndi~n 
Nationalism is to allow ~a~h people to work O\lt their OWQ 

dev~lop~nt without qut~ide interference fro~ .others. 
This is tbe principle of Swadharma which was proclaimed 
by D~awao Sri KrishnC'r on tqe bank~ of the Sar'aswati 
river in ;J,l\cient InQia and now na,m,ed by the modern 
Ew:p~an nati?n~ as t~e principle of self-dt:terll\ination. It 
is ~q, et!ISeptiaUy I%lian prin,clple that each individual and 
people, has a.nd h,ave his anq t~ir own Ja\'t-SwadOt.¥D1a 

\ 

gQyernipg !hei~ de=ent ,and t~t t~y ~hOl.;ld be froe 
tQ follow It. "S . ~a~' saY$ .Prof. P. N. Mikbyo~-
d~ "ill tl;le \ndi\'idua.l!a t)Uti~war GlU"tet\t in t.pe_it:f~~ 



Sti'eam t1 the ifd1J of ~bstnie evolution." filaia ~tawds 
f';r thIa pnde;pl~ ~'live antl let tiy~~" aet:orchng tott&e 'law of 
ae1f'"evo\t1ti~: Indian Natiohtdism will never attempt :to 
commit suiciqe by cutting the very ba:$is on wlucl1 it sta~. 
When the first disciples of Jesus came to him and Sf«I, 
U Master, we saw 6ne 'casting out e .... U spirits in Thy name 
and we 'forbade him ~a'lse he follOwed not us." Jesas 
replied, "Forbid him not, for there is no man whfeh shall 
do a mighty work in my name and b'! able quickly to speak 
evil of Me. H:>;" he that is not against us is Olt OUr side." 
The foHawers 'Of Christ must view with the same sp(rit of 
cathoHcity the basic principle~ .of which Indian Nationalism 
tis the embodiment. Since NatIonalism is not against the 
noblest teachings of Christ, Indian Christians will work out 
flreir evolution as th':! other communities in India. Nation
alism enables them to lift their heads and look the whole worM 
in the fa-ce as the free citi.lens of a free country. The 
N.,rthern Christians came and settl1.!d in the West colist 
as eady a13 the 6th century of the Christia n era and nobody 
Interfered with their religious worship and they had !lothing 
to complain llg:tinst the nationali<;tic government'S then 
existing. 

BUDDHISM AND JAINISM. 
, Tum we to the two religions oE Buddhism and 

Jainism which l.a'Ve their bath 111 thll) ancient land. Pro
fessor RbJs Dav'ids has said: \I Gautama's whole training is 
Btamnartical. i3u'ddhism is the product of Hinduism. fIe 
probably deemed himself' to be t'be perfect exponent Qft.)le 
SPirit as distin~.ftom the letter of the ancient raith." "fie 
rever~nce witb wh'ic.h Hindllls lcw.k upon Buddha and his 
teachings is nothipg short' or' their devotion to Sri Krishna. 
&! i~ an incatuation o£ the 'Hindu religion and hls Avatara 
,~, that of Sri Kri1Jbn~. It waS' posai!iy Jti\ttrll to 
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~ lat~r; deyelop~~t~ ,0£ Buddbjsm w~cb the· .H.indus ,h~~ 
to, ~am~t ~llat .hjs AvataH was &pOken of bY ,ptlramc 
W~iWc§li~ tqe ;age of decadence Cl~d I,d,egradation of ., Hinau 
~p'gjou" ,piritas having been for the pur'po~ of misleadiflg 
:~.tld ;4e.at~ying . men . . Buddha taught Dharrpa, K~rmtt, 
~~il1carnation, delivnence from Avidya· ill Nirvana, prac
tised Dhyana and experienced Samadhi wJ1ich in flo way 
eo'Dillet.' with the teachings of Sri Krishna. Jainism is 
·anpther offshoot of Hinduism. Its first Tirthankhara 
Rishabdewa is sq.id in the Bhagavata PUl'ana to have been 
an Avatara of Vishnu i and the 22nd Arhat of, the jains 
Shri Nemjnatha is described as a cousin of Sri Krishn.a. . . 

ZORoAsTRIANISM. . , 
.' As far .as the vague records o( th~past . cal' be 

· ~riced : we ,find the Aryan stock settling for some time on 
.tbe western borders of India divided at a later period into 
two , ~oup's, one of which went down into Persia, while 
the pth~o::cupied the N >rth Indian plain:), the birth place 
of Buddhism and Jainism. Though there is a little difference 
in . the religious conceptions of these two. peoples their 
languages h.ave strikingly simihr roots. The Rig Veda 
embodies the religious conception of Indo-Aryans and 
Zendavesta those of the " Parsees. .This ilifferen~ in the 
religious conceptions is ,Clccounted for by the late production 

·0£ . Zendavesta many centuries after. the Rig Veda. · The 
· Parsees lived in India long before the advent of the European 
nationsafld they were respectfully treated .. by Hindu 

· ~ri~~es. , thoug~ , they. had ~~ .flee from P.~st~, the ,land of 
t.~f ·blrth for the sa~e p£ rehglOus toleration. 

SIKHISM. 

. S{~hi~n1 ~~~ its oti&.n :i,n tliJ~ . Punjab, . ·h~ founder 
wa$; .9~ru . N:an~, th~,/coptemp~r~ry of .Lu~~r in E~e. 
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Il is a schOQ.! of <1dvanced reJigiolls thougQt I~l Hindui~~ 
itself laying great stress on Dhakti Of devotion. O'1in~ to 
th~ religious persecutions of its followers by Mogul emp(lrora 
this purely religious order was changed ioto a fighting 
people by GQvmd the 10th successor of Nanak. 1;he 
relIgious scri ptures of the Order are called the Granth 
which is a compilation of the hymns of the various Bhakti 
teachers of North India. 

NA TIONALISM. 
Above all these seven great religions and common to 

all these (Hinduism, Muhammadanism, Christianity, Bud
dhism, jaimsm, ZoroastrJdOlSI1: and Sikhism) there 1S a 
hl(Jber relIgion In Indl.1 to-day wlHch calls itself Nationa
lIsw. It IS not a mere p.:>lttlCdl programme but a religion 
10 whIch all who follow It, will helve to live and suffer. It 
IS no intellectual conceit to call oneself <l nationaliSt. To 
br:: a nationalist in India mCctn-; to be an in~trument of God 
and to live in thal spirit for It IS no human force tuat is 
awakening the nation but the divine call rIDging in the ears 
of young Indt.l. lndl.l may not be politically strong, sbe 
may not posses.s able-bodied sons, bhe may not have great 
scientists and lIterates. She Inay not ha.ve high inteN.e<.;· 
tuals. But she must have a IY;lOple, who behevc 10 In~r now 
relIgIOn, NationalIsm. 

E\"ery religion is persecuted 10 lts earhest litages. 
Similarly certain forces have appeared against this new 
religion. The queshon then becomes a personal one. Arc 
you who w;sh to taKe your part 111 tbis divine movement 
able to endure? W1U you suffer ( Have you got a real 
faith tliat the -movement IS from God or is i~ merely a 
a political aspiratIOn? Or, IS It merely a larger 
selfishness? Or is ~t m~J:eJy that YOll wish to be fr~ 
i" order to oppl'e.s~ ot1$cr~t ~s YO;u arC\ being 9.PP{'~ 

t? 
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t)oes'y~t pon~~1 ~reM springftom tHe dtvme ftMrtain? 
¥s it teU1y G~"ffUit ia hotn itl you? Dayou really belie+te~ 
Have" you rftalised €bat you art" meflrly the mstttt1l1erttl d 
Gqd Btl "th.U' your bodies arc nbt your OWt'l'? If yoU 
... ~~ all,this, then you ate ttue natiooalisbable to 
s:1\1t ttie soQl ot India trom everlas~ng perdmc)JJ. 

You all know what Turkey &sed t() be--a term of 
re&*oach and a by-word amoAg natiQlli. \?Vbat has made 
Tprkey so differeot to-day? What has made Turkey to 
be the ideal of the world? Turkey has learnt to believe· 
She has now her faith in God. She believes in her new 
religion, Nationatlsm. 

Nationalism is a movement which no obE,tade can 
stbPt However high the dam of Oppressioo may be built 
as the gl!eat Asian Poet Laureate has sung of the dam of 
Muk\adharaJ it will one day burst over-power and de$trojl: 
the .~i.nery that is instrumental in raising it, God is 
born apin on earth to save his p20ple. The Hindu 
believes that God is born again and again to save the 
world when Adbarma is predomtnant. God has a mission to 
ac(;ol1lpiisb tbrough His great and ancient nation in India. 
He had preserved a few thousands of Jews t/t,(J Israelites to 
sow broadcast the gospel of Christianity. Has he preserved 
in vain the 300 million people of India from beIng swept 
away frotn the face- of this planet during so many C€!nturies 
of oppression if He has no divine mission to aehit ve ? 

God is revealing h:mseH' in you -n0t that Ybll ina,. 
rloae'by humatl strerigth to t:rample under-foot the weaker 
pe~t'SI bUt betQUge something mu/tt cdme out ef yOd 

whieh is to iaYe your nation and the world. Tim.t which 
t11e ancient 5eenr 'kne\lt and r<1Vea}ed e.f old ~ to 0)6 hewn 
,... 011 eartbl 'abd in ~r that 'God rna,. t'flveal Himself 



acain, YfJ~ .rp~ ~~j$e Him,l.n\;rOIlrs,elves and, $~ YQ,1olf' 
owo Ji)';e$ jUd ~.life: of this gp;at ,panoJl that it~. k 
6l; t9 teV(;aJ Him; 

In the se~. of ordeal aad persecution only. 
childreh ()( graCe, fur whom the gospel is preacbecl, Qm ~ 
b see tht~ ~sioJJ of its glory. Tbe world -asmiru mel IIata 
but 'Will not bdleve. It pootmIIgatesordirr.\imCes tIC) e~ 
aU bel4e'\'efS in the Di,'me mission :md breathes out tWu,
tenif'Jgs qgainst the di$Cipile ci tm~ Lotd.. Even it tbt 
nation itseJf to whi.clt Vbe gospel is preached, t1ae ricil ... 
and the aigh-priest .receive the doctrine with COSItedlpt, 
hecaese ics .enthusiasms .arl! .un.inteaigible to their 1W!)ddJy 
wisdom, Its iMpired teachings are a scandal to their natl'IIIJCF 

~tems; they even acctllEie its apostJes before the triblaad 
of alien tulers as pestIlent fellows aAd mov.en of seratticall 
throughout the nation. But Nationalism is a divinely 
appointed power of the Eternal and as such cannot be 
suppressed and must do its God-given w'}rk before it 
returns to the Universal Energy from whence it came. 

SIr Herblert Risby, In his speech 00 1 nc:ka at the 
anmlal banquet f){ the Royal Asiatic Society, pld ill May., 
1910, says, "The idea d nationality was first .ivinec1 fr4'1fR 
laclia; it tcavelled westwards; n@w it is travelling ibadk to 
the East gro.wing aDell spreading oot without the l'~f)t I{)f 
eK.perience." He tluot£'s Sir Henry Maine:as his authority 
for this t;tatement. May ~t please the Almigbty.to (o.r 
and strengthen Nat~oRalism in the land of its bi''l'th, itg foots 
-penetratirtl deep into humanity' 90 .that trhey may touch the 
tr&e sprit1f:;s oftluman i.bfc from lWhlc'hit m2y have a perenfJial 
5Up~ 0; JI.urithment whi.cb will keep it ev-er-gf.eiOn raM 
fiourisht.ng. 

l,.Qtd Act()t't ~fves ~l'l ~is essay on ~ati"alj~y:
"1~ fro,rsui,t oI ;l. -remote aM. U;leal oQJect wbld.l~ti.1t~ 
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t~ irria~natiO'1i by its splegdour and ' the reason by its 
iiinpliclty, evo\es an enel gy whiCh ",bold not be il1spited 
by a rl\tional p::>ssible end, limited bY many antago
niltic: <:laims and confined to what is reasonable, 
practicable and just. One excess or ~xaggeration is the 
corrective of the other, and error pcomGtes truth, where the 
masses are concerned, by counter-bal~cing a contrHry 
errof.. The few have not strength to achieve great changes 
unaided, the many have not wi-sdom to be moved by truth 
unmixed. When the diseJ.se is variou'3, '00 particular de
finite remedy can meet the \vants of all. Only the attrac
tion of an abstract idea or of an ideal state, can unite in a 
common action, multitudes who seek a universal cure for 
many speci'l! evils, and common restorf{tive applicable to 
many different conditions." 

At first, m~n, under his selfish impulses, refuseH an 
obrtgation to serve the interests of other., hut as the complexity 
of the said structure increaRC'S he learns to identify the inte
rests of the na.tion with hie; own, and reaiises the duty to hi\,. 
nations as weJl a<; to himself. When there is a clash of 
inlerests between the individual and the nation the indl\' i
dual musf subordinate his interests to that of the nation. 
C. H Pearson -says in his "National life and Character;" 
'There was no ~enSf: of natLOna!life in the comm.unity in 
the Roman Empire when it was about to fall., The 
Roman Empire (ell to pieces, not because its administra
tors were always inefficient or its armies weak or its 
finaACeS and mechanical resources inferior to those of the 
da,i9Qs wbic.b overpowered it, /:lut because there was 
leaily n<> sense of national life in the community. Unles'3 
the general feeling in a people is to regard individual exis
tenc;.e anc;\ fortulles as of 110 practical 'ICCOUot in compari
son wit~ the c~is~etlce and se~f.res~ct of the body politic 
the-dIs-Integrating forces of tIme WIlt always be stronger/in 
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the long run than any given organization. In fact, devotion 
to the state (lc; the embodiment of the collective interests 
of the nation has become in all civilised countries an article 
of faith, almQ'>t liS binding as a religions duty. Even more 
than a citizen's dL;ty to hIS religious faith is his duty to his 
country regarded as binding. Amongst the obligations of 
a citizen patriotism is above all religion. 'rhe paramount 
duty of the citIzen to make every possible sacrifice for the 
protection and honour of the state is recognised byaJI 
modern states by passing the law of conscription, requiring 
any able-bodied adult male to serve in the army when 
required. This sacrIfice is demanded solely on the ground 
.;hat the l'equir~ments of the state arc paramount over those 
of the individual for national existence. The hest thoughts 
and deeds of a country ate the most cherished inheritance 
of its people from generation to generation till the end of 
history. " The rehgion of the state," says Mr. pearson, 
"is surely worthy of reverence as any creed uf the churches, 
and ought to grow in intensity from year to year." 

Dr. Sir Rabindranath Tagorp writes in his Viswa 
Bharati of religion thus :--

" It should he the function of religIOn to provide U'1 with the 
universal idea of huth and mamtain it in its purity. Rut men have 
often made perverse use of their religion, building with It permanent 
walls"to ensure theIr own separatenes!:. In the region of worldly 
interest, our indIVidual boundaries. in ~pite of thei' strength, :ue 
adjustable; they are ever changing theIr lines of demarcation. A man, 
who. in the natural course of tlllngs, IS a stranger to me, may esta
blish intImate kinship with me tomorrow; .one who has been my 
enemy may become my best friend in time. But If we use relision 
Itself £Of the deli~itatjo:l of our mutual relationshipe, then those 
boundarles become rigidly unalterable. Religion must onl1 deal with 
things that belong to the spiritual realm of the central and with the 
sentiments that are self-tu1nlo0us carrying their ultima.te 'blue in 
fhemselv~, Tt, hould allow a sreat part of human eU!~eDce to lie 



~i4e .ijs ,~.ia .... e.QCe9, ~ ~ hib lSlay eIljo), i,ts tr~ 
.of. gr~.nl'th\ ~~ .by, la~s of . .reas., ... rhythm of be~. Tbet 
.".~nce of fea$OU con,tallily vades Its course, ia. its perpetuall process 
of adjUJtmQ&lt with unforeseen cirCt1111stan~es: its scope is ett"r belfig 
Widened -by conta.et 'With new data. 'But, if re'iigion, which is to give 
~ t!1'dIl~ itt the r.ealm of rhe ;infinite. tries at. till tl&511rp il\e 
~a.ee iJI' ~ in the world of the fiaite,. tIlea it btiOgs ah9ut utter 
.~ ,.,nd sterility. There a.re very many daIl~ in a Sectarian 
Rel~. Tbere was a time in the middJe ,ageS .... ;n E4C.ote wht\n 
religion acted like a wall s4rrounding the whole life of the people. 
VV~ know how it tried to keep its sway over the western 'vor1~ throull'h 
persecution, excommunication and even suppressioll of science. By 
1he sheer vigour of thei'f intellect the Western people ba,.,e b11)lIam 
tboouj{:1a this im<prismunem: flit their mind Alld ha,'e acllleYeQ te Clb<rit 
iife a flreeOOm which make$ it possible for toom to approa.ob spQ 
l\8Oetv.e t.rmb. ill its various phases and forms. Intercourse betwen 
men n not merely external, Its deepest cbannclls through the fr~dom 
of ~he mind. When religion instead of emancipating the mind fettera 
it within the narrow confinement of creeds and conventions, theD it 
becomes the grea.test barrie-r agai1l<:t a 1rue meering ()f 4'a<:«!S. 
Christianity WirIeR it A'lin.imi-ses !its spiritual truth, whicla is 
universal abd ernphal>ises its dogmatic ale, wh\Ch is f\ Q3l~l'e .accre 
tion of time, has the same effect of creating a mental obstruction 
which leads to the tnlii'understaudlllg of people who are Qutside its 
pale. A great deal of the unmented coa.te~t.aDd cruelty. whic.h 
the non-western peoples have suffered in their political, commercial or 
~er 1'elatio-.s at t,b.e hands Qf the V/ est lS tOwml ~o sectar\an calum
a_ lWritJla which -e~.R .tae Wflitern childr~'s text books lie con,tami
'aa.1ctll, ~vertheless tms ~tarian re)\giClll does flot occupy thegrea.ter 
part >Of the Wef>tern liSe and tbere£c.re in its heart E.tili rema.ins 
.1l1Ie pQ8flthility. of a Detter .h.uman l:elationsblip tbao what prevails D/)'jN 

at-ween the races. 'We Ila<v.e &tau .Eur,.pe cruelJy unscrupulous i,n 
~ politics ".ncl ·Q()~ce wiQeJ.y 5prelldi~g $!lavery o:ver ih,e 
'u-c~1flf tlal'Oanll "' VMtQUS Jla.R)eS a114 forms. .An41\8t, iD this v~}' 
samw: ElIJ.Pire. ,protest is always ati"" aga.i~ ,Us ,i,oiquities. ~QI't.'J'S 
.l\;N IM1'IfIt abt\4mt wbose J iv~ ot sacdfi~ ate t~fl ~nc8 for tt.b# .~Ms 
Oca8 bY te""r GWO /kbariKl. The indi~l3ljtl' which is ~Q if .not 
jO bel_g"at~ by \\l)Y ~$~t..~ of ... pil.ttic.\illa.r r.e¥&\on W is 
d~shU lw its ilager,~ude tg.~ ItIllAtb. ia .two M ~ ~ 
~_.b~ti~. ~_~_.~ .of.~ to trutb,~~ 



it" Met'ftl ~<1.114 ~ ill di8' W I$t it bas often been maticed .... 
wttrJ.o fb ... w.M> .,. pllllHssedJ, piOus. have sideV wit!! ~ 
pOW'It. ~~mg saprenion of flfBltom, tbe. fHQ of itrtel:Ncff .• 
sce_ .. haw mvet, stood for justice ... the opts of mall. 

I do u.ot mean 'to say tbat those who seek tru~b Q,lwa~ fi~ 
tx.utb, aQd we ww that men in t\le Wtst are apt ~o borrow the 
sanction of scieoce under falEe pretences to glVe. expressions to their 
passions and prejudices. To many ~biokors there has aw'8aled a 
clear cODDectio", between Da.t'A io's theories and Imperialism, TeutoDIc 
and other, which was so marked a feature during the sixties. We 
have also read \Vestc,t:,q .authors who, admuably mimi<;:kJiug scicntwc 
rnaoerism, assC'rt that only the so14llled Nord;c r,lce ha.$ the proper 
quality atId therefore the right to rule the world j extolling its 
characterstic rutble~sne::1S as gIving .it the clalm agaiust U\liversaJ 
d~illa.nCE'. But we mu:.t not forget that such aberration:! of science, 
added with wrong or Illlperf'lct data, wiIl be knocked down by SCIence 
it;.clf. The stream of water 10 a m'er does carry salltJ. but so 10Dg as 
the stream is fluent It wJlI pu~h .~way that sand from Its path. It the 
meDtal attitude is right we need not be afraid of mistakes. That is 
why the individual in the \Vest has no unsurpdssable barner between 
himself and the rest of humanity, He may have his prejudices but no 
irratH:)oal injunctwns to keep him ID internment away from the wide 
world of men. 

'RELIGION ~. REASON. 
A Muhammad~ n 111 defined by his religion. But a telig{Qa does 

not consist merely i.n its ~piritual e!tsencc; a. great deal c..£ it lS formal. 
the out-come of special histone cIrcumstances. All thinis tha..t 
constit",te new forms of religIon are exclusive. No man belODSiDg to a 
different creed can claim them at. IllS owo. 'fhere are thtt.nUorct 
fellGes ihat separate and are wor6-O\'~r constan,t; caW;Set of <;oaii~t 10 
I()Dg as the,. are more valued tbaD the essential trutll& of rcligK)U4 
1;lHIref.ore the people who are chiefly roCQ~J)l~ by thetr le1iglOUa 
wbose behaviour and loteIJeet itseJf ~ d!lmuw.ted by the ex.t.,Jals cf 
that reli~ion. mw.t ~d it difiicult to establish chanDels of iAtilBa4e 
ren.tioa&hip with oeit;Dl.loUrs belolJg~~ to a different religiOh. M. 
often .are unrebo'lllabl.. 00t their U DfeaSOJl is as thu.d ill chuactor. as 
hfe itNJf. it is CGnstall$y ll1iW'ated by fjX,peri.ence amhduoatiw. Ilut 
",.. totigioll mancla agaiut 1JUS01l ia t~ region wbhm br ,pgbt 
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belollgS to the latter. theen It b3Corne"~ a lixed screen of darkn~ 
against ali :(:ommwucatlOD of hght. Truth nnds no permanent 
antagonism in our passion or stupidlt)', ju.,t as sl1tlSh\Q~ IS not perpe
tually obstructed by mist. But wheD reilglon, with Its cwo material 
and authority, bUIlds a b.tmcade against truth, then woe to the m~n 
who ~d their knees to such a power, terrible because It is tke 
pb'WOT of light that has blinded Itself. qn tb.e other side, a Hindu 
also is known by his specIality, which I!> Dot so much IllS rehglon as 
his social conventions. A Muhammad,m i" comllaratively free In 

matters of his personal hfe, as to hiS food, companIonshIp or occu
pation. Therefore he has more freedom of opportunity in the choke 
of his vocation than an orthodox HlDuu. A narrow range of vocatIOn 
not only entails for men their field of hvelthood, but als., limits their 
chance of conung mto close tOllch with others lU the active pur&uit of 
common objects. Surrounded Ih hIS pelsooal life by prohIbitIOns of 
all kinds about the most tnsigmficant detatls of hIS dally career. an 
orthodox HtUdu hves lO~ulled m the confinement of his conventIOnal 
~ohtary l-e\). HIS IS a world whIch II<.s It~ oue gate of entrant .. e, the 
gate of bIrth, though lho~e of dep;uture are Innumerable. The strIct 
code of HindUIsm I:', III every W,\y, lOhospllable to the world at large, 
which cannot but react upon the mind of the orthodOl .. Htndu by 
narrowing and ueadenmg lll~ human Illtor~sl detradlllg from hIS Ilowcr 
of formlng gred.t l-OmblIlatloll' 

\~c hd\t: to red.li!>! tiw, 111 In,bot, ,ml lwow toiHt th~ reltglOn, 
dueHy bd!>eJ upon a fheJ l-ode of l-U!:otOlll whH.h W~ h,ne <iHowed to 
fasten upon the entlrt' regIOn of hfe, hdS b;en the on" f<idIC'l1 c.lUse of 
the separd.tene;,s of our ra.cell, and has 111'trle the crach from whIch 
cOme~ out the pOIsonous {~as-degeneracy Tnt' problem of untoucha
blhty 1$ merely one of the num~rous svmptoms of thIs fataf malady. 
By suppre!:>"tnli',' thl-se through c"\terna.l n1:.<t11S Wi? do not cure the 
dlS6J...'>e. The thorny bushes of eVIl are o\'ersprea.dtng over soc;.a.l soIl, 
made barren by the obses!>lon of a rehglon that Insults reason. Uproot· 
me ~ few of the.e Will no~ h0lp m lmpll)VJllg the SOlI, the lmpoverlsh. 
n.ent of whIch IS the real orIGIn of our futlhtv CiVI!I:.atlon IS that 
winch gwes u\d\vldu'ds the best facility to dealt with the greatest 
nUluber of buma.tl beIngs 10 the noblest "pmt of truth. Unfortunately 
for IndIa, the latter development of HmdulSUl has been the product of 
a hIStory of roacttoll. It reple!ocnts t~ most powerfully orgalllhCd 
etrort -of a people,1lOt only to withdraw ltse..li from cont3.ct w..tth the 



larger world, but a!S<,> to separ;te ~t2 own, cOtnpon~!lt PMts lID that they 
become out of touch with ~dtt OIurli ~'.r~ lfMi,ter portion of the 
world IS brandel b~ It with ltnpumty. Defilement IS waitIng for It at 
every turn, agaIn!.t which Its only security IS the stflct system of 
segregahon bUilt up b~ ItsPlf In order to bU1ld this effectively It has 
not been content with forblddlOg It!: 1113tnb3rs to cross the sea, but has; 
hearly obhterated frolll Its annals and hterltture all men of foreign 
contact. For, though from Greek, Tibetan, Chmese and other source., 
W3 finJ muenals for that great p~no:l of In1m's hlstorv when bet 
mtluence transcenlel her geog-raphlcal limits and spread clvthsabon 
over peoples completely a/ten to her own chlldren W~ find no mention 
111 the IndIan scnpture<; about what those out!>lde countr~es were to 
her, so much so thdl all the record" of the greatest of IndIa'" sou~ 
were bdntshect for centune!> from her 1Tl"lllor\ tIll they were brought 
b~ck to her by foreigners 'the thentalitv produced by such R 
dmtemptuous Igllormg of the WJrld out-bide her OWn immematt' 
<;orrounchngs, !>ull persIsts HI the lIfe an:! culture of Inwa's people. No 
doubt, 10 cdl P lrt., of the w0r1d W' have !>uch re!>tnctions of llarrOWll~S'> 
unJer (bfferent n'lIll'O; SocletJe., III <{II the countne<; have theIr m':'1-
IOn.j.1 conv~ntJOIn an I trd ilt!o H tInt l11ve outhve I th~lr orlgm'\l 
lllt"amng, cloggmg the path of hum 111 Illtercourse with 1l1Congrulttes 
Evervwhere !>uch SOCIal holes and dItches ,Lre the bteedmg places of 
moral cllsease ann callousness of heart The latter-day orthodox 
Hmclulsm of our countr}, though freo from Illlhtant aggressIveness IS 

fatal III ItS effects on Its ,ot'lnef>, for It has to kill the mtnd first Itt 

order to lll'lke It pOSSible fOl hutn lU h.;mg., to a(.ce~t sut-h d.epnv.atwn 
of freedom and outrage on dlgmty as Me entalled by It., prolublbons and 
exactions Accuc;tomed as we are to It, w~ m'\y not feel the humiha. 
bon of c;uch restriction of lIfe and mmd, or may even glonfy it in our 
blInd pnde; but III these dws wh~n W3 are talking' of natton-buHdtn((, 
aOO umtlng of the dtfferenf Indian races, We must know the Hm:lus and 
Muhammadans can never effect any real unton untd Wi) ~\)o east oft' 
the shackles of our nou-essentIab, and free oqr mtnd from the grIp of 
unmeaning dread of tradItion" 

13 



C.,APr •• ,OX 

POLtTI.CS 
Dtitmcracy is the Governtnent in ·which every man 

lias a:"l\atutal part in the ~ivic' lite las well as the cultural 
ill$ti~tions of the state, an equal yoice I in t\le determina .. 
twn of law and policy and as mueh share i;p..tbeir execution 
as CUt be secured to him by his right as a citizen and his 
cap:tcityas an individual b~ides his rights of freedom being 
guatanteed. Freedom of thought, speech and a$Sembly were 
the earliest ot human rights to which the freedom of press may 
now be added. I ihe transfiren~ of 'illl sovereign functi~ns 
from .one sovereign administrator or the ~ew dommant 
ueclltive to society as a whole organised into' a state is the 
fu~oti()n of democracy: , 

CITY STATE 

The city states of Greece, the regional statOti in 
ancient India and the village communities of mediaeval 
India contributed largely to the dew]opment of this demo~ 
Gratic tendency in the early human mind eVf!n though such 
~ndenc, existed from prehistoric times. In Rome the 
t'end~nc;y was equally present but could not qevelop so 
r~pialy or fulfil itbelf so entirely as in Gl'eece or India becaU6e 
oU •. ~jti~ of a mili<ta1'1'and cooquering state .• Bet 
the tnllliaf:\lal Italian city state played a very great pa1't 
mit olti1"iu reviving this tendency'btit 's6win~ iC,1Jrq~d~ast 
o'{e~ tbe'1Vt\'ole '0£ Europe in the' age of' RenatssaQoe. In 
Iidia the early communitias were free societies in which' 
the king was only a mihtary head or chic ohier. We find 
the democrati~ element persisting in the days of Buddba and 
Mahavira and surviving in small states in the ~ of 
Chandra~~ta. It exist~ eVen \then tile Veat bute3\l" 



catieaH'l' perued t1'!OIlircbies. . and empires wece baly 
~lacing t~· fl1!e Ml'lier 'P61it'y. 

EARLY REPUBLICS 
Dr. Sit K, 'G. afJa~arkar says in an article oil 

orient;,l research in the Times of India! 

.. The IndIan Aryane had. hk~ their EuroPean b~etb~. 
th~ rudiment!; of few pOlitical inc;btutions. When Ksbatrlya trl~ 
settled in a prOVince the name of the tnoe in the place became 
the name of the prnv1nce, and the Panclui:las, Angas. Vangas, VriJas 
etc., collectively became identified wIth the countries in whIch they 
hved. And actually the existence uf aristocratic ~public8 is aUudod to 
In Buddhist Pali books." 
)1' 

Mr. Vincent A. Smith also says in the Early HisCiery. 
of India at page 250: 

"The Punjab, Eastern Rajputana. and Malwa for the mOst 
part were 1D possefSlon t)f tribes or clans. The Yandheya tribe occupied 
both banks of the Sutlej, wbile the Illadrak:t hving under republican 
mstitutions held the central parts of the Punjab, In Alexander's time 
theq> 'te~lons wete Slmilarly occupiE'd by autonomous tribes, then caned' 
the Malloi, Kathoiol, anCl <:0 forth ... 

There 'Were certain kingdoms in ancient India when 
the law of Primogeniture was not in foree. The people 
eJeCted their own chief who ru1ed over them either (or life, 
or for a certain nUIJ}Per of years, at the expitation of which 
he ~4 to vacate lUs office. We have an accollQ;t of ~ 
demPCCaCY like thiS in ,El~hlst record~, wh~b we. eanoot 
do better than reproduce here in Dr. Rbys David's W()rds~ * ; 

., When BlIlddhism arose there was no (laramoullt sovereign in. 
In4ia. Tbe klDglV power was tlot. of course. W1kaown. There had 
beeIJ .kl.$gs 10 the .ruley of the Gl\DgeS for ceaturies. loa.t before 
Buddhism. and the time Wlli iast approaching when the wh.cde til .IaIIia 
would ~ under the sway of monarchical governments. In thQle parts 
dlndill whicb came vety earlly under thl' iafluence of Bu4dllism, we 
fhld, ~. cJfll surYiVillf tWm'ber 0{ sma'l aristocratic ··republic •• , 


