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the peasants who tilled thE?ir land and created innumerable 
diBicultie1 in their way. They began to oppress the peas" 
ants~ Riots occurred. police and mVitary were drafted aad 
the peaS<lnt movement was broken. 

In Bengal; Bihar and Assam extensive industrial strikes 
took place. The. old inadequate wages and the new 
quadrupled cost of living were the causes of these strikes. 
The big capitalists and profiteers of old, facing a slump 
in business, began to effect extensive reductions both in the 
number of employees and in their pay. Large numbers 
were thrown out of work, the labourers could not support 
their families, peJple died from ~tarvation. Women com
mjtted suicide for they could not procure even a cloth to 
cover their nudity. Strikes took place 10 the railway, 
in the steam services, in coal mines, in the mills, in tea 
estates and in every industrial concern. Added to this 
injury was the insult of the Government. Urged by the 
raIlway authorities, the steamer-men, the mine-owners, the 
mill-owners, the planters, the industrial magnates and from 
political motive::, G,:lVernment sent Gurkhas to quell strikes. 

In, Madras the European capitalists locked out the 
workers for more than a month and then secured their 
re-entry through official interference, complicated by bitter 
communal jealousies fct.nned oy the employers. 

In Malabar there art! :2 million Hmdus and a million 
Moplahs of mixed Arab and Indian descent. On 20th 
August, 1921, the Moplahs broke out in open rebellion. They 
are poor and illiterate. The land is owned by Jennies, 
the Nambudri Brahmans. The Nayars are the tenants 
under the Jennie~. The Moplahs are the subtenants of 
the Nayars. Tl".ere js. nothing left behind to the poor and 
hard working Moplah af tee. paying the rent to the landlords. 
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Added to this economic distress tales of decrecration of 
t~ Uoly places of Islam W(fr~ pl"eva:lent in the coantry. 
Tbe local officiaAs also, introduoed some harsh measures 
which provoked them. 

In Assam the co::>1ies live a horrible life of shame 
and degradation. Early in M1Y, 1921, a number of labourers 
left the tea gardens. The reason is ..that owing to a 
slump' in the tea trade great reductions and wholesale 
dismissals were mlde in some of the European gardens 
with the consequent hardship on the labourers. Extremely 
low wages, two annas per day, and the inhuman treatlTlt:nt 
was their common complaint. The companies having 
already earned 100 to 200 p~r cent dividend, at this 
period of depression applied the sh~ar5 ruthlessly. I-I'arrow
ing tales of torture at the gardcl13 were recited by the 
coohes. Th~ir life is one at abject slavery combined with 
cruel treatment, and partly al so of shame so far as thelr 
womankind is concerned. Thousands left the gardens. Of 
these a few hundred suc:eeded in getting away to their 
homes, mostly in the Madras Presidency. Others left 
the gardens with nothing on their bodIes except a. rag tied 
round their waist, carrying their babes and invalids in thf!i r 
arms or shoulders, and marching on and on, on foot over 
long distances, along railway hnes and banks of rivers 
bent on redchll1g their homes anyhow in some far distant 
district in the United Provinces, Behar, Central Provinces 
and Madras. Large numbers congregated in some of the 
big towns on the way, notabty in Karinganj, Sylhet and 
Chandpur. Half-feq, half-naked men and women, with 
emaciated or dying babes ill arms, !:lom~ just born and 
with cholera and fever and abortion dogging their steps, 
thronged the 'public highways, the railw~ station and the 
bazaars. From Karinganj large batches were sent by rail 
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to Chandpor and Goalundo by the public to release the 
awful congestion and danger to public health. Goalundo 
is on the opP,'site side of the river to Chandpur. When they 
were attempting to get into steamer, the police came 
and drove them into the railway station and immediately 
a batch of 50 armed Ghurkhas from NarayangaoJ were or
dered and they marched to the railway station. R,!v. C. 
F. Andrews describes the scene: 

.. I could picture.thl') turmoil nnd confusion, the crying and weeping 
on that platform, in the middle of the night, under the lIght of the 
moon. Women would be dragring their children here and there 
separated from their husbanus. Children would be driven in one 
direction and mothers m another, and' all the while H.C' blows were 
being struck to force the people to move on. Some of the vlc"bms 
of the Gurukha outrage were brought before me for inspection. I saw 
one poor little girl With her left eye miured by a blow whIch narrowly 
missed the eyeballilself. Two women, If I remember rightly, were also 
there, one With a bad scalp wound. One weak elderly man was 
present also wounded. I saw no one among the wounded who could 
have offered resistance. All that I subsequently found out corrobora· 
ted my first Impression, that a wicked and mhuman act had been 
perpetrated which the people of India. tire not likely sJon to forget. 
If I were to. descnbe it lD barest outlme, It means that human bemgs 
in the last stage of misery and exhaustiOn. who should clearly have 
been objects of tenderness and compaSSion, were assaulted whlla 
they were lying on the railway platform late lD the night by Gurukha 
soldIers. They offered no resistance. Yet weak women and children 
LOd feeble old men who were too lDfirm to move quickly were hit 
over the head and on the body w:th the butt ends of rifles and other 
weapons in order to force them to get up from the ground. I met 
several Englishmen on my Journey"to and from Chandpur who had 
seen with their own eyes the condItion of these poor human wred,s. 
Tiley expressed to me theu mdignatH"1) of the thought that Gurukhas 
could have been tUII!led bo~e upon them In the mght to drive them 
from one place to another. When I challenged the commissioner 
himself. he acknowledgM that he had pulled one Gurukha soldier off 
WIth hIS own hands because h. found him beating the people roughly 
wltb hIS wfllpon, ..... The ~ovemment not only of Bengal but of 
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lndia, by its actiutlS bas come Il)'t)fe aDd more to side with YeSted 
iJrtel'ests, with tbe capitalist., WIth the rich, WIth the pow¢ul against 
the POO! a~ the oppressed. 

The result of the Gurukba outrage at Cbandpur 
was a long-drawn Railway and Steamer strike in East 
Bengal. On May 24th, the railway' staff at Chandpl1c 
and .Lassham, an important junction 'Station, went on 
sympathetic strike. There were rumours of Ghurukha 
assault. The Railway Union at Cbittagong met on the 
25th and after a prolooged sitting declared CI. general 
sympathetic strike to last till the question of repatriation 
of the coolies was justly settled by th~ government. Mass 
meetings were held the same evening :tnd on the following 
days when universal sympathy was held out by the 
Chandpur people and collections were made to help the 
stranded coolies. On the 27th May the men in the 
steamer service Joined the sympathetic strike as the 
Secretary of the Serang's Association, M. Abdul Majid, W::lq 

arrested on some pretext, only 2 days before. By the 28th 
May the whole railway line was deserted. A ladies' 
meeting was also held at Chittagong when ornaments were 
given over in sympathy for strikers and coolies. The 
whole land and water traffic route of East Bengal was in 
deadlock for some ruonths together. Government began 
repression and by the middle of September the strike 
collapsed and work was resumed gradually. 

Again on 19thJune, 1923, ~ strike occurred in the Traffic 
Yarp involving suspension of work by about 500 employees. 
For many months there had been sharp differences 
and misunderstandings between the yard "master and the 
staff at Khargapur. A chowkhidar al1e~d theft and assault 
agaillit three men wQtking in the yard, reported the inci
dent to the pQlice who came to the yard and arrested the 
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men. The men went to the yar. master immediately after 
the arrest and requested him to enquire into thp. allegation 
and satisfy himself before handing over the case to the 
police. But tlle yard master whose justice they sought 
used foul language and turned them away. They went to 

I 
the District Traffic Superintendent and implored for an 
enquiry. But it was a cry in the wilderness. It was, un
fortunate that the men got a bit excited at the treatment 
gvien and struck work on their own initiative. The strikers 
promised to join duty If a written undertaking was given 
by the officials to enquire into the grievances impartially. 
The officers hesitated and the strike continued. Then a 
\\-Htten undertaking was given to appoint a mixed com
miEsion of employers represented by officers and employees 
by the office-bearers of the Labour Union at once. The 
men went to work after an understanding had been arrived 
at that in future a departmental enquiry shoUld precede 
the handing over of the alleged offenders to the police and 
the District Traffic Sup~rintendellt assured that there would 
be no vlctimil:'ation, that he would recommend to the 
agent for the payment of wages for the period on strike 
and that the yard 'master and the clerks said to be tyra 
nising the men would be suitably dealt with. 

TRADE UNIONS 

The tyranny of the employees over the employed led 
to the formation of unions. The working men are made 
to form into Unions to Improve their pqsition. The indivi
dual labourer combines with his fellows, secures the advan
tages of coUectlv,:t bargainIng, conducts negotiations and 
gets into the habit r:j. thinking that his personal interests 
depend solely o~ the strength of his trade connection. 
Thus trade unions are formed. 

22 
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UNjON CONGRESS. 

. To regulate and to create unity among t~em the 
All-India Trade Union Congress was inaugura:ed. The 
nrst of its sessions was held io Bombay in 1920 under .the 
p~sidency of Sjt. Lala Lajapat Rai. In. the second session 
at Jharia iq Bengal on the 30th Novembe:r, 1921, Seth 
Aganode, the c11airman of the Reception Comm.ttee said: 

.. I am myself an emplo~r of labour but thlS association wIth 
colliery work for the last 22 years at Jhana furnislied me ,~mple oppor
tunity ra acquaint myself wIth the ugly fed.tures of tbe mines labour. 
The difference between the mine-owners' affluence and the coolies' 
starva.tion wages is monstrous: In fact the unequal struggle for 
bare eXIstence has been such an oppressive expl'rience that 1 shall be 
false to myself. if I de; not redeem, at least \n part, the debt lowe to 
ill-used labour. To-day. we are no longer leadIng labour but arc led 
by It. Labour in Europe IS plaYlOg for high stakes. It wants to re<::on· 
stiwte socIety. tear up the present economic system. do away wIth the 
private ownerc;hip of iand and capItal and transfer all prop~rty from 
the individual to the community. Soclali!>m is not new to Ind,a. To 
that end, therefore. the people of India must learn umty. Peasantry 
and artisaus have again to be set on their feet. Stnkes have now 
become a ~ommoD feature of the Ind13.n Labour movel)1ent. In 19~O 
there wer~ aitogetht"r 183 strikes In Iudla, involving over 3 lakhs of 
workers. Only a small number were completely or partially succesdul. 
Strikes have their uses, but should not be entered upon hghtly for mmor 
grievances. When you have to fight wIth the capItalistic Government, 
you must first make sure of your capacity to offer sustamed, organised 
and peaceful resistance before decldmg on stoke." 

Mr. JO'3eph Baptista, the president of that congress, 
sa~d :-

, "The cupidity of capltalisfs inflamed trade jealousies and was 
really responsIble for the subjecton of India. The real remedy was 
to put a brake on that cupidity by fixing the maximum profit of capital 
by domestic legislation. Wlthout a national government we cannot 
promote intenationai so1i\iarity. Withont political power we cannot 
$olve economIc problem~. lvIany friendi imagine they caa bave $wade,\\i 
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before Swaraj. This is putting. the cart b':lfore the horse. We may 
have swat,!.] without swadeshi, but never swadeshi without swaraj. 
True swadeshi can only be reached by tariffs, but tariffs mean fiscal 
freedom. which is utteJ:ly incompatlble with h,rei,ft rule. Therefore 
we must fitst seek swara;. Labour problems demand an energetic policy 
and It generous budget. evOlt If balf the army had to bit cUsbanded. It 
was a gigantic problem. but it was chiefly the creation of Brihsh rule 
and commerce. The ~nfa.voura.bre position of Ii/bour in {nOla was due 
to the want of Trade Unions to regulate the moral and material condi
tIons of the workers. It would be the business ot the Congress to s~ggest 
measures to alleviate matters." "Our ambition, ., he said, "is to make 
the Congress the national organ of labour. Our policy must be to 
steer clear of extreme indmdualJ!>m and Bolsbevism and follow the 
golden mean of Fabian sociahsm. But the Trade Union Congress can
not dispense WIth politics. The fact is. that at the bottom there is a 
ftar that the masses Will wrench from the classes political power by 
combination. This fpar must be grf'ater in India when' the power is 
in the hands of foreigners. Beside.:;, (ilrect action, even for political 
ends, had been sanctIOned by Brttlsh labour. Tbere- is, tllerefore, no 
n~ason for the Trade Dillon Congress to boycott politics. Measures for 
the workmen's welf.ue bhould Include etiuc,ttlOn, samtatlOn, workmen·s 
comp:!nsatioll, natlOna.l1satloll of Ian 1, r,tllwcLY~, coal mme,s, jute, tea 
an,j the exportatton of food stuff»." 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The following resolutions were passed:-

1. ThiS Congres~ declare" that the time ha .. llOW arrived for 
the attainment of Swam) by the people of In(ila, 

2. ThIS Congress deplores the miserable condition of life
employment of Coal Miller::. of BIhar-Bengal, which cry 
aloud for th.e followin~ immediate remedial measures: 
Reduction of hours of work. increase in the rate of wage •• 
education. housmg, compensation. for injuries, etc., and 
authorises the executiVt committee to confer with the 
colliery ~wners allJ managers to adopt effective measures. 

3. This Cong~ condemos tM attitude takeR by the Indian 
Mioibg Asaociatioa, the Indian Miaillg }<'edera1iu. and tho 
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CharnbeJ: Of.ColIlInerce and warns these bodies that this 
Oll~y pred~ta.tes the bitterest uf class wars between the 
employer and tbe elnplo~·ees. 

4. A Committee of Trade Union Congress be appointed 
witb Ol!e official to inform t~e international Labour orga
nisation how far the resolutions of the League of Nations 
Assemblies at Genoa and Washingt~n have been carried 
into effect by the Government of India . 

• 5. This Congress strongly protests agamst the refusal to 
ratify the conditions of the Genoa International Labour 
Conference as such attitude is calc\llated to' prejudice 
prospects of Indian seamen by antagonislIlIg European 
comrades and recommends the adoption of draft conventions 
relating to hours of work, establish national seamen codes _ 
unemployment insura'nce for seamen, abolition of Broker 
and Ghat Sareng System ana establishing facilities for 
finding employment for seamen. 

6. Indilm Nautical InstItutes sohuld be established in ea ch 
Indian sea-port. 

7. ThIS Congress sends Its mes~age of sympathy to t~e 

starving mIllions in Russia and calls upon the worker'3 
of the world to help Russ1a in her struggle for peace. 

8. ThIs Congress requests the Workers' Welfare League for 
IndIa to ascertain how the ~tate of unemployment of 
BntJ"h worker~ can be speeddy remedied by prompt 
co-operation between worker~ m India and those of great 
Britain and Ireland. 

9. This Congre,!'> extends Its fraternal greetmgt; to Indian 
workers in Fiji and other foreign parts and m"tructs Its 
executive committee to dbcover through comumcation 
with workers in Fiji what Indian workers can do to help 
them in their struggle. 

10. In case of str'ike<; sanctIoned by the Trade Union Congrel>s 
or its executive the affiliated Gnion must contribute to 
mai~tain strIkes If the stnke extends over a peri od of 
more than a month, and for this 'Purpose instruct'> the 
~lt-tlve committe!;) to staxt ~~clal btrike I~ce fund. 
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il. This Congress resolves in view of the affair of coll~ry 
proprietors that a ioint committee be formed to discuss the 
question of improvement of the present condition of labour 
in coal fields and the question of creating machinery for 
amicable settlement between proprietors and miners. 

12. This' Congress instructs its Executive Committee to note 
under its authority powerful local executive cor.:mittees at 
Madras, Calcutta, Jharia, Jamshedpur and other important 
labour centres aad conduct the won. of organisation or 
supervision and assistance of exploited workers in aU 
important centres. 

13. The cxecuti"e committee ~hould take effective measures 
by all means in their power to compel Indian employers 
to provide modern housing fur the workers, fit for human 
hab~tation, 

H. This Congress is of opinion that vital problems would nol 
rt'ceive proper attention until a Ministry of labour in 
which labour has confidence is established devoted to the 
interests of labour. 

15. This Congcrss condmen~ W,lC, as in its opmion war entails 
useless sacrifice on the part of the workers of the world, 
amI calls upon the world workers to adop1 cOllcerted 

• action·in order 10 prevent internatiunal warfare. 

16. In vIew of the prevailing tendency of Indians to prefer 
hand-spun and hand-wovell clothes this congress urgeR 
upon employrrs not to interfere WIth employee's choice to 
wear Kbadi except in case of prescribe-d unifonns. 

17. In regard to Railway worker!:> a scale of miOlmum wager. 
"hould be fiXed. Gratuities and bonus should not be for
feited in case of declaration of strike by employees, and 
conditions regardlOg !,{,oatuity should be altered making it a 
right and not a g!ft. 

18. Arrangement:; should b:! made for the proper housing, 
medical trdktment and education of railway men and 1hmr 
children. ' 



160 THg DEVELOPM~t 017 nttWOCRACy IN IN!>IA 

19. The contract systelrt on railways in connecticn with pay 

of clerks etc.. should be abolished and all be treated as 
railway servants. 

20. Deferential treatment on racial hnes lD regare' to pay etc., .. 
should be abolished forthwith. 

Thus young men of keen intellect and noble aspira
tions find congenial occupation in organIsing their fellow
countr.ymen into Trade Unions, in writing-'tlnd Epeaking, in 
carrying on political and educational propaganda and in 
agitating for the better condition of the ~abourers. This 
class is expanding in activity and in numbers and naturally 
new and ambitious ideas appeal to them instead of the old 
and moderate ones. The relqtioDship between the employer 
and the labourer is so despicable, as has already been de
picted above, that the labourer is looked upon as a mean 
chattel who can be purchased in the cheapest market and 
the employers als') refuse to treat their men as persons 
ha\'ing a sense! of liberty of action. Mere poverty may 
breed discontent but ill-treatment wounding the self

respect of the labourer and ius sense of justice will breed 
something else and may lead to revolution. Every labourer 
conceives a social order based upon the instiAct of. liberty 
and equality. Every man has a national and inherent 
right to be treated justly which can never be viola
ted by the convenience or the greed for profits of 
the employer. These instincts are natural and invm
clble and can never be subjected to expediency or 
business advantlge. They are the factors which will, when 
politically strong and economidaUy vivid, create a society 
'.vherein they will be predominant and undisturbed. Such 
a society is based on socialistic order Ttl! Socialism is 
attained all human activities will be directed towards its 
fulfilment. Such a consamrnation of society can never be 
effected unless Labour in its various· aspects is · united for 
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political purposes. Then only wages will be raised. 
sweating diminished and security of the life of the labourer 
guaranteed. Thus Socialism is the outcome of human 
effort during rpany years of struggle and experimentation 
and co·ordind.tes into a feHowship of mutual aid-co-opera
tion, Trade Unionism and labour legislation. The argu
ment that is often adyanced against Socialism is. that 
society can be bettered by increase in wages of labourers and 
there is no necessity for a radical transformation. Mere 
increase in wages does not in any way improve the condition 
of the labourer because the cost of consumption will also be 
raised. For wages is not the sQle clemen t in the cost of 
tlroduction i there are other items which are solely in the 
hands of the producers which can be rJ.ised to such an 
extent that ultimately the increase in wages dwindles in
to nothing when compared with the extra cost of living 
which the labourer has to meet with. 

RAILWAYS AND MINES. 
Even in the case of mines and railways the captta~ 

lists are able to fix prices at such a high rate that the extra 
wages are quite inadequate for the labourer.:; to keep the 
body and sou] together. Landowners, mill-owners, and 
merchants are able to use social reform as a mea0'3 of in
creasing the tribute which La bour pays to capital and land. 
So when the state has to look after the labourer's welfare 
the socialistic poltcy of NationalisatlOn is to be adopted. 
When the wages have been ra.ised and the cost of production 
is naturally raised, to compete with the costs of production 
in other countries the state will be compelled to resq;t to 
Pr0tection jnste~d of Free Trade. 

DUTY qN FOREIGN PIECE.GOODS. 
On March 29th,.}922, a deputation of Lancashire 

M. P.'s and Ilther interested in the cotton trade 'Waited on 
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Earl Winterton) the Under·Se-cretary of State, at the India 
Office, to make representahon concerning the differentiation 
in taxation now enforced in India. against foreign piece
goods. Earl \Vinterton received the deputation in the 
absence of Lord Peel. Mr. Waddington represented as 
follows :-

. " It has been suggested that if th;ctuty of 11% on 
customs was reduced to 6%, and that the excise duty was 

increased from :i% to Uy." you would then get as mach 
revenue as you are gettIng from the 11 % and from the three 
and half per cent. You would by that means reduce the 
price of cotton goods in India by 5%, enablmg more goods 
to be produced both Itl this country and in India, pro· 
ducirg greater employment In ''both countries, and the 
masses of the people being able to have more c1othng." 
Mr. shaw, another member of the deputation, said, " We 
bdleve that the vast mabS of the peop}e in India under 
normal CIrcumstances require their cotton goods as cheaply 
as they can get them. They are probabJy the poorest civi
lised in the world needing the cheapest of goods, and we 
do not b~heve that the vast majority of Indlan people 
demand these taxes in the way they are imposed." 

It is the pity for the poverty of the I ndian people 
that makes Lancashlre to request the removal of the cus
toms duty on foreign cotton piece-goods. Oh! what a 
philanthropy! It is unfortunate to observe that this phihn
thropy has taken away the very bread from the mouths of 
Indian labourers and exhausted the enormous wealth of 
India. It can no longer be denied that India is growing 
impoverished day by day and its labourers are suffering 
from want of work and are consequently dying of starvation. 
I will show you the fallacy in thinking that the removal of 
customs duty will enable the poor laboul;'er to purchase in 
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the cheapest market. First of all tbere must be money fOr 
him to purct\ase and w hen there is rio work for bim, for he 
imports all foreign articles for his necessaries in life, when 
is he to get the money required for purchase? Secondly, 
we do not cease tn mannfacture cotton goods simply be
cause great Britain. can dump her surplus manufactures. 
in India and undersell the home producer. She has 
wider markets, better organisation, greater capital 'and 
manufactures on a larger scale. By encouraging the 
home market, increasing our scale of production and 
imposing a duty on the products of foreign cheap labour 
We might reasonably hope to gain something of thos 
tpvantages which Great Britain flow enjoys. 1f we believe. 
in this gospel of Lancashire We! have to try the cheap 
dumped goods rather than continve to manufacture them 
ourselves. Every trade being thus subjected to such. 
foreign competItIon must natuarally die and India becomes 
the home of lotuo;-eaters, loafers, and idlers. It is not, 
impossible to set up factories In India. Their preaching 
strictly forbids ~ny re<'rganisation in Indian society where
by people may shake off their lethargy and oace more 
display tAeir eMrgy." It amounts to this: If a country. 
docs not possess factone3 it cannot pro:luce cheap manu
factures and so it must for ever buy its necessaries of life 
from Great Bntian and we should never think of setting 
up factories in India. The people of India are to be &., ... 
nally in poverty from want of employment. If 10% of the 
people have work we ca!l create work for the other 90% by 
encouraging home industries and by imposing a duty on 
foreign imports so that other countries may not dump 
their surplus manWfactures here. 

T'A RJRF REFORM. 
This is this view t~e tariff reformers tal,re to solve 

the problem of saving the innumerable millions of India' 
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frdm the daws .g£ \ starTation by ereatWtc fresh fw:Jda of 
activity, ·lor·1he IVarious iD-dnatriea : that have yet tQ 
df.1Velop. Tariff reform fNlbles tl:e hitherto unullployt.d 
millions' '10 . de tbe work now being done by lhe alien 
maJ'1\1facturer. How many millions are ann~lly leaving 
the shores of India as coolies from the emigrant depots, 
since they could not find eno~gh of employment in the 
land' of their birth! The aim of raffff-ReConn is to 
provide remunerative employment for the unemployed 
millions. it will enable th~ people of India to engage 
themselves in the work which is done by the labourers Qf 
for.eign coo.ntries for the Indian consumer. It will greatly 
diminish the (lumbers that'are emigrating to foreign lands 
fc:om want of work. It will give a stimulus to the 
productive capacity of lndia and will save her from 
economic rum. Some 'are of opinion that an import 
duty raises the price of the article to the consumer by t~e 
full amount of duty imposed upon it. Industries are of 
two kinds. Some are competitive and others ate non
competitive. When an import dtlty is levied on commodi
ties that have no eompeting supply within the country 
the duty is addai to the price of the wmmodity and 
the people are the sufferers. For, this daty will be an 
additional tax. When the import duty is levied on com
modities which have a competitive supply within the 
country the duty does not add to the price of the commo
dity unless a corresponding excise be levied in respect of 
the home product. So imp~rt duty is to be levied only 
o,n commodities which have competitive -supply without 
a~y ... excise being levied on borre products. This duty 

will be borne by the foreign supplier. Take the illustration 
of cotton piece-goods. The India.n mijl-made cloth COm

petes wit1l .I.ta"ca~~ire cloth, Suppose India reqUires a 
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miUioD bales 0{ d~h at Rs. 2:'per ,cloth of whioh L",aQl" 
shire imports t million and Indi1. manufactures int~~Jb 
the other i million. If the million bales can be sold 
at Rs. 2 per piece more will be sold if the price he lowered 
and less if it be raised. If a duty of As. 4 per cloth be 
levied on the foreigo imports, the duty will be paid at the 
customs by the foreign importer. To save himself from 
loss he will try to sell his cloth at Rs. 2-4...Q instead pf at 
Rs. 2. While the foreigner is selling his manufactures at 
Rs. 2-4-0 the Indian will sell at Rs. 2. Since people prefer 
to pay Rs. 2 rather than Rs. 2t there will be: double the 
demand for the Indian manufactures. Unless the Indian
,Iillanufactured cloth sells also' at Rs. 2··4-0 the foreign 

supply must necessarily b~ with-held from competition. 
If it is profitable to the Indian manufacturer to manu
facture i million b:lles and sell each piece of cloth at 
Rs. 2 it will be all the more ptofitable to him to manu. 
facture the million bales and selJ them at R~ 2 each. Thus 
a stimulus 'will be given to the rapid growth of Indian 
manufactures. Look at J lpan! She possesses a wealth 
of muscie and energy. She is determined to do her work 
herself instead of paying wages for foreign manufactures. 
She adopts the tariff policy and keep~ out all foreign 
manufactures from off her shores. The effect of this new 
tariff is to exclude 1 million pounds worth of Bri tiioh goods 
from Japan. India is in the jaws of starvation and that 
the foreigners are well fed gives no solace to the dying 
man. India must look to herdelf, and not rely on the 
philanthropy Cl~ Llncashire to send cheap-made a.fticles 
to olothe the nudity of the dying Indian. Tuiff Reform 
is intended to tmprove the condition of the labourer. 
ADOOrding ttl the census of 1911 the total popall'ioQ 
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in india is 313,420,000. According to occupations they are 
classed as follows:-

Pro4Acers of taw materials 

. Industrials .... 

'Transport and Trade 

Public Force and administration .... 

Professional men 

Domestics .... 

Insufficiently describe~ occupations 

Persons living on tbeir income 

Unproductive .... 

227,03Q,OOO 

35,323,101 

22,868,020 

5,046,681 

5,325,357 

4,599,080 

9,236,210 

5,40,171 

3,451,380 

Thus if only 271,589,311 engaged in producing raw 
materials, Industrialism and other insufficiently described 
occupations can be benefited by a chdnge in the fiscal policy. 
The whole nation will advance with rapid strides. Mere 
cheal1ness cannot eradicate all economic difficulties . How 
is the welfare of the country effected by the' cheapness of 
commodities? If they are cheap on account of sweated 
labour woe to that country, bllt if they are cheap on account 
of larger turnover by increased scaJe of production the 
country must prosper. So also dearnes<; due to monopoly 
is harmful whereas dearness due to the ratio of demand and 
supply is beneficial to the coun.try, for it means larg\!r em
ployment and higher wages. The status of a labonrer in the 
tJ Rited States is far better than that of the labourer in India. 
In 'India things are cheaper and labour also- is cheap. In the 
United States things are dearer and labour also is dear. 
NevectheJess the labourer is better off in the States than he 
is ·in India. The labourer in the States spends no dOt1bt 
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more than the labourel' in 'India for his necessaries of liie, 
yet he has a bigger surplus to lay by to be utilised in times 
of need. 

The main aim of Tariff' Reform is to improve the 
condition of the labourer. It is never the aim of Tariff 
Reform to prevent industries that are unsuited to the condi
tions of the country from being imported without any duty 
ou them, but to protec t the indigenous labourer against the 
foreign competitor by imposing duty on industries of com· 
petitive nature. India exports rice, wheat, gram, beans 
lentils, other pulses, barley. jawar and bajara, maize, oils, 
metals, ores (manganese, wolfram) indigo, myraboJams, 
raw hemp. oil cake::;, spices, 'manures, teak. coal and 
~altpetre. India imports catton goods, sugar, railway 
plant. machinery, silk and woollen goods, motor cars, pape'r 
and paste-board, salt. matches, glass and glassware" 
soap, drapery and millinery and also rice, wheat and 
puize flour. 

A glance at these things shows that very little labour 
id expended in manufacturing in India. We export rice, 
wheat and maize to be converted Into flour by foreign 
machinery and retransmitted into India. Are the climatic 
conditions in I ndia unsuited to the establisment of floltr 
mills in India? To prevent rice. maize and wheat from 
being exportftd, a heavy export duty is to be levied and to 
prevent foreign flour being imported a heavy import duty IS 

to be levied so that all the rice. wheat and maize may be 
converted in India \Oto flour and the cost of Jabour may 
benefit the starving Indian idbourer. lndia is a vast agri
cultural count!), with half of it almost left uncultivated. 
Heavy import duties on foreign sugar, seeds, spices, tObacco 
will awaken the I~dian peQBJe and make them break th0 
bowels of the earth ana fertilise the lands. IroD. steel 
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mineral oil and machinery may be'freely impOrted andheny 
duties be levied on motor ears, 'liquors,t foreign paper. 
foreign salt, matches, glassware, soap, cotton, w:>olUen and 
silk manma'dures. The Indian exports all raw mh.terials, 
sits idle at home and dies of starvation. A sttong impetus is 
to be given to manufacture cotton, woollen and silk goods, 
soap, matches, paper, pencils and glasswlre. Then only the 
labourer in IndIa will have ample work ~ hand. The 
main source of living for the labourer is his wages and his 
wages enhance whel1 his products are preferred to those of 
the foreigner. It is to secure the sale of home products 
that tariff reform is advocated and by encouraging home 
industry we enable our cou~trymen to find work for them· 
selves and thus save themselv.!s from starvation. The 
import duty on foreign manufactures also is to vary accord· 
ing to the extent of the foreign labour expended on ~t. 
For instance yarn and cotton piece-goods are imported, less 
labour is required to manufacture yarn than to manufacture 
cotton piece-goods, so the duty on the yarn must be less 
then the duty on cotton pcice-goods. The duty varies a~ the 
cost of foreig'1 labour that is expended on it.. It must be 
horne in mind that it is not yarn that we wish to Keep out, 
but the labour of the foreigner in manufacturing the Yclft1. 
The value of a commodity consists of the raw materia· 
and the cost of labour Jpent on it. It i" on this compel 
tltive labour that we want to impose a duty. We want 
those articles to be done in our country instead of paying 
the foreign labourer to do them' fur us abroad. If we can 
enhance the wage::. of .the labourer we can increase the pur
chasing power of OU);' own people and we can strengthen 
the home market for Indian goods and ca'n keep in this 
country the money that would otherwise .go to strengthen 
the hands qf our foreign competit?rs. There can be no 
greater 'mischievous duty' than the imposition of 7% ercisa 
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duty on QOtton manufactures in India. It is to enable the 
British man¥iactllter to dUltlp bis surplus manufactures into 
India and epcieh the Lancashire manufacturcrand leave the 
mill hand$ in ootton industry unemployed. Similarly, there 
is DO justifiQation for tbe excise duty on salt and kerosine. 
It is only to dump in the foreign products. " Tariff re~tricts 
imports" is the view of some economIsts. If the value of 
imported manufactures grows less it will be compensateo by 
the value of imports in raw materials and manufactures that 
cannot be produced in this country. Thus we see the 
advantage which India deri\'es by finding enough work for 
Indian labourers. The foreigner must send raw materials 
or pay the duty himself by dumping his surplus manu
factures. Till the necessary results ate achieved the import 
duty is to be increased. The import duty may raise the 
price of a commodity if the home manufacturer would 
remain idle after the foreign supply is with-drawn and 
would make no effort to meet the demand however great 
it might be. In such a case as the price is high, the demand 
grows less. It is reasonable to expect the home mann
facturer to exert himself to meet the demand. Factories, 
which • were' closed when snrph.ls manufactures of 
foreign countries were dumped or imported manufactures 

were cheaper than home manufactures, will be reopened 
and worked with greater energy and speed. The local 
scale of production will thus be increased to meet the 
already e~istil1g demand. Costs of production would be 
reduced. Internal compe~ition might be relied on to 
prevent a rise in price. By this increase of production it 
may be supposed that it is only -the employer that is 
profited and aot the labourer. It is tht! duty of trade 
unions to adjust the profits between the employer and thE" 
labourer. The lbterests of the employer and the labourer 
are mutual as regard" the creation of wealth but they 
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become antagonistic when that· wealth has to be divided. 
When wealth ha.s been created let the~_ ,e1l1pWyer and 
labourer struggle for their proper shar~s. If no w~alth is 
created no one gets anything. For the labourer tOlabstain 
from engaging in indu:;otries, lest wealth accumalates in the 
hands of employersj is to kill the goose tttat lays the golden 
eggs. If they agree between themselves they can b,:>th 
prosper or else they ruin themseh'es. The-- manufacturer 
always seeks the advantage of increasing the scale of 
production. It is the keynote of the succe:;s of the foreign 
manufacturer. I ts absence IS the cause of our industrial 
ruin. 

REPORT OF FISCAL COMMISSION. 

The Indian FIscal Commission recommended that 
India should adopt a policy of protection to be applied 
with discrimination. Of course, that discrimination must 
be one suited to the circumstances of the counl1'Y so as to 
make the inevltable burden on the community as light as 
is consistent with the due development of industries. ,t 
also recommended that raw materials and machinery be 
ordinarily admitted free of duty and that semi-manufact
Ql'ed goods used in Indian industries be taxed as lightly as 
possible. For instance, foreign yarn is to be taxed lighter 
than foreign piece-goods; for foreign yarn may afford some 
work to the Indian labourer to be woven into cloth. It also 
recommends that industries essential for purposes of na .. 
tional defence and for the development of which, conditions 
in !ndia are not unfavourable, be adequately protected, if 
r~cessary a.nd that no export duties be ordinarily impost:d 
except for purely revenue purposes, and the::t only at very 
low rates, but that when it is cOllsideled n,~cessary to 
restrict the export of food grains, the restdction be effected 
by temporary export duties and not by prohibition. It 
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fUrther recommeplis that no ge.eral system of imperial 
preference be introduced and that the existing cotton 
excise duty itt view of its past history and associations, 
be unreservedJy eondemned and that government and the 
legislative start 'again with a. "clean state" regulating their 
excise policy solely in the interests of India. To develop 
the Indian industry it also recommends that a more indus
trial bias should be given to primary education, opportuni
ties sholud be provided for the training of Indian appren
tices and organisatiom for increasing the mobility of' 
labour should be developed. The consideration of ligislation 
against dumping in case of partiqular commodities when it 
is taking place to the detriment of an Indian industry is sug· 
gested. Precautions are also suggested against imports from 
a country in which the exchange is seriously depreciated and 
against any system of export bounties granted by foreign' 
countries. Suggestions are also made against the railway 
rates, policy and coastal shipping rates. The commission 
says in eha pt~r 11 and 12 that export duties tend to injure 
the home produce and th:tt they sh~uld therefore not be 
utilised for pro.tective purposes. The only exception is 
when the ·price of foodstuffs shows a tendency to rise to 
dangerous heights. The abolition of import duties on' 
Machinery and coal and export duties on hides and' 
tea is recommended. It further says that the system 
of double tariffs which prevails in most protection.' 
ist countries is unsuit:tble to Indian conditions and it isJ 

undesirable to employ the taTiff as a means of aggression 
out only in exceptional circumstances, it may be used' 
for purposes of retaiiation. The commission recommend~ 
that in the inter~sts of Indian industries, customs dtJti~s' 
should ordinarily b; levied on goods belonglOg to govern. 
ment. The Indian stattts are closely I concerned tJoth a$' 

consumers and as' producers in the tariff policy" ~dopted 
2+ 
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£~r, 13dti$ lmlia, but tha.t their views on tllat policy 
coi~ide geqe~ally with tbQ$e e!PJ~d in other parts Qf 
In~~ ~.Qd thiU their interj;s~ will be fuHy s~eguarded 
uD4er t\le sf-heme of protection recommended. }n Chapter IV 
the oomm~ssion has stated thp,t the industrial development 
of lndia has not been commensurate with the size of the 
cotlqtry, its population and its natural res.OUfces. In 
dj~g~sing the caus~s from which theSl cODditions can 
best be remedied it criticises the views of the Industrial 
Commisiion Which menti.oned various fact..>r:) as 'havit'g 
opetated to retard industrial development. For instance 
the natural conservatism of the peopJe, the mefficiency of 
labour, the abseqce of industrial and technical education, 
the lack of business enterpr:sl!, ~he shyness of capital for 
DFw undertakings and the want of proper organisation for 
u1tilising such capital all is available. The commisiion 
says, "Some of these f,ictors might suggest the idea that 
Indiana were lacking in certain qual~ties necessary for 
succ~s in industrial pursuits and that therefore one (If 
the foundations for a profitable application of protection, 
namely a people fitted to make a good use of it, was 
ab~ent. ,We do not think that this idea is' supp.:>rted by 
pa,~t (:xperieI;lCe. If we take history as a guide for the 
future we see th.lt there hwe been time., when the 
manufactures of the cOulltry attain~d a high degree of 
exceUeQce and were well known beyond its borders. As 
the Industrial Commission explained, India was at one 
t~Jlle famous "for the high artistic skill of h'!r craftsmen" 
~nd .t was not until the industrial revolutIon of the 18th 
cehtury tha~ s,he l:iegan to faU behind in the industrial 
sphere and that i~ the words of the Industuial Commission 
"the erroneous idea tha t tropical countries, with their 
natufal1y fertile lands and trying cHm'ate we.re suited to 
the prcdl1ction of raw Jllaterial$ r'ather than to manufac-
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tures devet.oped." The cotton manufactures of India which 
we-re exported in large quantities throughout Asia and 
Europe, the skill in ship-building which was at one time 
freely utilised Qy the East India Company, the working 
of iron which in the old day'! had been brought to a 
considerable pitch of excellence, tbe manufacture of stee! 
sword-blades commanding a great reputation in foreign 
countries, the exports of silk textiles and sugar, all prove 
that lndlans exhibited a natural aptitude for industrial 
work, and that the present relative badrwardness in this 
respect should not be reg'lrded as indicating a ny obstacle 
to a wide development of mdustries in the future." 

There may be some inttial difficulties in restoring 
back the industry to its former pedestal, on account of the 
great advance which other countries of the world 1r.we 
made ahead of India. Professor Pigow writes, " The main 
elt'ment of productive power, whose development invol\'es 
.1 long pro.:~ss, is a populatIon trained in the general 
atmosphere of mdustrial pl'lfsuits. If a country is entirely 
agricultural anQ has no important class -of artisans or 
factory workers, the skill required for starting any parti
cular kind of mill will be very difficult t::> get. Mal!lters, 
foremen, and workmen must first be either tnined up at 
home or procured from abroad, and the profitableness of the 
busmess has not been suffiCiently tested tv give capitalists 
confidence in its success." For a long time, therefore, it is 
improbab~e that :I.ny work which may b~ st;uted will be 
able to compl!te on equal terms with. est .... bHsh<:d foreign 
rIvals-and that in spIte of the fact that the industry in 
question may be ~~e for which the country has great natural 
advantages. On the "th~r hand, in a country which is a1ready 
largely industrial, the in1~ial difficulty involve:! in starting a 
new industry is likely to b.! much ahghter. For, much leis 
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time is required to obtain from among a people already 
accustomed to many varieties ot factory work, hands capable 
of carrying on a new variety of it. Further, in an industrial 
coml'Qunity, those other important elements of productive 
power, organised systems of transport and of credit, which 
in an agricultural country may need themselves to be built 
up before manufactures can be profitably _established, are 
presumably already in existence. Fsom these consideration~ 
it follows that the case for plOtection with a view to build
ing up ,Productive power is strong in any agricultural coun
try, which seems to possess natural advantages for manu
facturing. In such a couI?try, the immediate loss arising 
from the check to the eychange of native produce for f'Jreign 
manufactures may well be out.weighed by the gain from 
greater rapidity with which the home-manufacturil1g power 
is deveaoped. The I crutches to teach the new manufactures 
~ w~lk,' as Colbert called protective duties, may teach them 
this so much earlier than they would have learnt it jf left 
w themselves, that the cost of the crutches is more than 
repaid. Such a loss may Justifiably be increa~ed by every 
country in the wider interests of the country as a whole. 
List says,-" The nation must sacrifice and give up a measure 
of material prosperity in order to gain culture, skll1 and 
powers of united production; it must sacrific~ some present 
advantagei in order to insure to itself future ones." 

REPORT OF INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION. 

The industrial commission recommended that edu
c.ation should be improved, banldng facilities are to be exten .. 
~ed, and technical assistance is to be offertd to industries, 
so that the growth of industries m3.Y be enhanced. These 
alone by themselves cannot eff~ct anything if a policy to . 
inspire confidence and encourage enterprise is not adopted. 
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IMPERIAL PREFERENCE. 

The policy of imperial preference may benefit Great 
Britain but nol India. Preference to British motor cars, 
machinery and· cigarettes may be tried to stimulate British 
industry; but the f1scal commission says, "so far we have 
shown that in the nature of things any preferences granted 
to India are likely to be of considerably less value, than the 
preferences which India might grant to the Empire; and 
thlt consequently in any balance of economic loss or gain, 
India would, under any geneBI system of preference, be a 
decided loser." . 
1\ The interests of India should be viewed from the 

ncltional standp:>int but not in the interests of Great 
Britain. Moreover, Prderence is equiv.\ lent to the grant 
of a bO'.1nty to the British manufacturer at the expense 
of the Indian consumer. India is poor, Britain is 
rich. I t is not reasonable to expect the poor country to 
make a gift .to the rich one. The fiscal commission says, 
II We have expla~ned that in our opinion this view of the 
question is n:>t.uoreasonable and that any general system of 
preference would undoubtedly imp:lse an additional burden 
on the Indian consumer, which we do not think it fair that 
he should be called upon to bear." India cannot accept the 
principle of Imperial Preference unless India be given the 
same freedom as is enjoyed by tne self-governing dominions 
and cannot accept reciprocity of preference with the colonies 
un:ess the Anti-Asiatic lawi are repeated and India admit
ted to a status of complde equality w!th the colonies. 

The aimeoefort! India of to-day is to be as great an 
industrial nation as the other nations of th~ world. It 
cannot be alway~ im~.)rting ~l1nufactured goods and 
exp::>rting raw materials. India ~as an abundant supply 
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of labour, adeq1lla1e capital and a large home market. All 
the requisites for industrial growth and development are 
present here In far greater degree than in most of the 
countries which have attained a. high degre.e of industrial 
eminenee without such advafltages. The Industrial Com
mission has ably expiained the causes for indu~trial decay 
in Tndia. "The commercial instincts ot tbe East India 
Company had from its earliest days in this country led it 
to make various attempts to improve the'>e lodi':in industries 
from which its export trade was larg'!ly drawn, as for 
example, by organising and financing the manufacture of 
cotton and silk plece·go~ld 5.. a nd sill{ yarn; although this 
policy met with opposition hom vested interests in England 
which were at one time sufficiently pJw.:::rful to insist that 
it should be su!pended and that the Company ~h()uld 
instead concentrate on the export from India of the raw 
material necessary for manufacture in England. The 
effect of this tradi tional policy continued for some tmle 
after the Company had ceased to be a tradlng body and 
even after it had been replaced by the direct rule of the 
crown and doubtless moulded such subseqQent efforts as 
were made 10 the same direction by government. But 
laissez·faire view'!i gradually gained increasing acceptance 
both in England and 10 Iodia, these spasmodic efforts 
became Jess frequent and the first effort at a gene
ral policy of industrial development took only two 
forms a very imperfect provision of technical and 
industrial educatioo, and the collection and dissernination 
of commercial 'and industrial information." As admitted 
in tbe report, in view of het past achievements India's 
Capacity to be an industrial country ca~not be doubted. 
The indnstrial commission found th~ "the industrial 
system is unevenly and in most ca,ses inadequately deve
loped and the capitalists of the country with a -few notable 
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exceptions have till now left to other countries the work 
of and the profit from ll'..anufacturing her valuable raw 
materials or have allowed them to remain unutilised." 
Wilson says, "Had India been independent she would 
have retaliateo, would have imposed prohibitive duties 
upon the Britisn goods and would thus have preserved her 
own productive industry from anmhilation. This act of 
self-defence was not permitted by her. She was al: t\'le 
mercy of the stranger. British goods were forced upon 
her without paying any duty and the foreign manuhcturer 
employed the arm of political injustice to keep down and 
ultimately strangle the competitor with whom he could 
rot have contendt..d on equal tenus." 

The policy pursued in all civilised countries is to 
rEmove ~Il internal duties which hamper trade and Industry 
and excise on all articles exceptmg those which are injurious 
to public health and on few luxuries. The fiscal com
mission says (I In the British coloniel> and the United States 
of Amedca e!Xcise taxation has gradually been confined to 
these articles. But on the c')ntinent of Europe many coun
tries have applied the excise system to other commodities, 
such as sugar and salt, which France employs not only a 
compartively wide range of excise duties but also a system 
of state monopolies under which the whole profit from the 
manufacture of excisable articles, such as tobacco and 
matches, are secured to the state. In Egypt after the 
establishment of tW0 cotton tnills in 1901 the government 
subjected their product to consumption tax of 8% as 
compensation for ~he loss of customs' revenue. 10 Japan 
cotton cloth is s_bject to a consumption tax which com
prises both an excise duty on home produchon and a sur
charge on the custt,ms duty on the impor.ted articles. A 
rebate is allowed if the c'1oth is exported. Japan also levies 
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a consumption tax on kerosine aud an excise duty on sugar." 
Excise duty on wine, opium, ganJa and tobacco is Justifiable 
but duty an sugar and salt has no justification and they are 
the essential articles of food and any excise duty on them 
hinders the development of the m:Jscle of the nation. The 
case of France and Japan has no comparison with that of 
India. France has adopted a policy of~tate monopolies 
under'which the whole profit from the rna nufacture of articles 
is secured to the state. A policy of this kind which a state 
works as a monopoly cannot be regarded as a guide for a 
correct policy on excise matters. The consumption tax, cloth, 
manufetctured in Japan cannot be held to provide any 
precedent for the pu:pode of a similar policy in India. 
This tax is levied in Ja pan with the specific object of en, 
couraging the export of cloth and to economise home con
sumption. Such a policy may be justifiable in Japan which 
has industrially advanced and is able to supply the world 
markets besides satisfying her home market but it does not 
apply to India which is hardly able to supply 50% of her 
own requirements. The circumstances existing in Japan 
for levying a duty on Kerosine do not exist in India, and a 
duty uf one anna on every imperial gallon is unjustifiable 
in India. In Egypt the political control is in the hands of 
England and the excise duty on cotton piece-goods is due 
more to Lancashire influence as in India. than to any idea 
of compensation for the loss of customs revenue. Excisl! 
duties hamper industries and lead to undue interference 
with home manufacture. It is why England, even during 
the stress of war, never imposed any countervailing excise 
duty on English motor cars though a duty of 33t% was' 
imposed on imported motor cars. . 

FOREIGN CAPITAL 
The fiscal commision recomm,ends" When the Indian 

government is granting concessions or when the Indian 



ta."tpayet''S 1tt~ is beit1C1 deWJt~c! to the' "Stimuhts of, ift 
.~#iise; it i! r'eh.sonable tMt speebll stress sbt'ftJlt! be Jllft 
Oft the tttalQln ihameMr of theicompanies thus fuOUtWt\ 
In all \NCh Msft -..e "think it would be reaS'Oh~bte to in.l 
th~ comPaniei.enjt>ying such' concessions should be incOr
porated a.nd tegiste~ in ItitUa with Rupee eapital, U\1\t 
there should be a reasonable proportion of Indian ditew!Cars 
on the Board and reasottable (acUities should be offered for 
the trair1ing of Ihdian appreritiees at Government expeb!i!/' 
If foreign cUpital is allowed to flaw into the eountty the 
profits a~ SUet ()~t of the country, though the cost of labDUt 
111 tartling (Jat the taw materials into finished ptotilk:t!l mat 
be Utili"ed in this country. The real enrichment of die 
.usuntry takes place only when the ptofits of the ind.ttfry 
remaiu in the Mantty. National w~alth ean be ine~tt~ed 
in a shortel' period of time than by th~ takiBg QWQY et 
industtial profit to foreign couhtries. As fot the adva.ntage!! 
of allowing furelgn capital to Row into Ihdia the eomit'lis
SlOb says, " Moreover, apart from the inttinslc benefit; of 
inGNasad supply df capital, the fbteigher wbo bring! hi$ 
capital to In<4ia supplies India with many thih~S of Which 
at her pr~l;ent 9tage !'I~ stands greatly in h~". 1t 1s Oft 
the Whale the foreign capitalist who imports into the 
country the technical knoWledge and the orgamsati()ri whleb 
are needed to give an impetus to industrial development. 
It is to him that we trtdst look largely at first for the intro
duction of new industries and for instruction in the econo
mics of mass Proddction." The cominis~fon 1000ckoi a 
(:drtlplete kbowledge of the' industdal situation in india. 
The gteat ihdastrial enterprises in the KoJar goid 
fieids am the .tlectrical m~chinery at the CaU, of 
Sitlasan'ludr:1ia iAysore \state falsify toe sbllement at the 
t:otriihisSitit1. t'he4ndian that live$ in Mysore state is in 
tiO way b!t~ fitt@d fer indu§ttial etJtetptis~ thtth thb 
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l~ijln ill B~~lisb ,Eq.lpile except-;with this diiferen,oe.· ~JJ.~ 
~ne ~ \le, has a semblance of, £r~edom to start ~. -o}V~ 

, " 
;JUlR.strial enterprises and the rstate is r~ady,tp qe~p hInt a.& 
faT as it is allowed, while in the other be is exploited fOf 
the benefit .of Englancl. IniiIans have freely ' Imported 
techni~ skjJJ from abroad pending the traini-ng of Inrlian 
apprentices aoLl have conclusively shown their capaciLy to 
org~ise and develop large-scale indust.(,!.es. The lack of 
cap~tal to which repeated refer~nces have been made is due 
Ul9re to the risks involved in establishing new industries 
UDder an unsympathetic foreign domination gripping the 
throat of the COl~ntry than to actual inadequacy of capita), 
Tbe gma.t war loan contributed by India is enough proof of 
adequate capital available in IndIa. If the state shows a 
favourable attitude towards the development of indllstries 
Indian capital will not be kept back from investment in 
safe and sound channels, ensuring a reasonable ~turn. 
The state has not even cared to build a technological insti
tute even in the whole of IndIa though a number of clerk
manufacturing Universities have been built up. If Indla 
reaJJy feels that she is safe and independent in her fiscal 
~licy, Indian women will give up their jewellery and no 
foreign capital need be hunted after a,nd the profit'> of 
industry also wlll remain in India. 

COTtAGE INDUSTRIES 

The great charka movement in India is often made 
a topic of criticism by the foreign economists that India 
Js going back to antedeluvian timea. The charka is 
resorted to not as a competitive instrument against the 
modern machinery but as a development of homely mdustry 
in the idle ht)urs of the day. Just as people cook their food in . , 
,heir hQmes the1 spin and w~ve tQ~othe them~elves! in their 



spare houn. But the orgmsatton of companies to obtain 
a Profit by spinning on charka is a day dream and no 
Indtan economist has ever thought: that he could compete 
by cbat.ka with Lancashire tn.achinery. 

STATE HELp. 

The industrial commission says that the conditions 
of India render essential a policy of active intervention 
on the part of government 10 the industrial affairs of the 
country. Proposals were made for the better exploitation 
of the forests and fisheries. Previous to the war, too ready 
leliance was placed on imports from overseas ami this 
hlbit was fostered by the government practice of pur
chasing stores in Englanrl, Special proposals are 
made for commercial and mmmg education; and 
the future establishment of two iMperial colleges is 
adumbrated, one for the highest grade of engineering and 
the other for metallurgy. The industrial commission advo
cates a rt>-organisation of the existlllg scientific services, 
10 such a way as to unite in imperial services, classified 
according to S'cience subject$, all the sc,lttered workers 
now engaged in the provinces on isolated tasks. How far 
government has acted up to the recommendations made 
by the commission every Indian knows, It is a mere 
waste of money to appoint such commissions when the 
government is not prepared to act. The commission 
thinks that reduced ratlway r,ates to and from ports have 
been prejudicial to indllstrial development and that the 
position requires careful examination with a view to the 
removal of existi.~ anomalies. In particular it should be 
pOSSible to Increase the rates on raw produce for exports 
and on imports ~the( than machinery and store~ for 
industri3.l UijC. 
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n.: <~n]~ailway Co4upjtt~e (Th.; Ac"a,tn \~ 
mitt~) - says: (23) "W~· ~9tPro,nQ tbat ~be syste~ qf 
managemitnt by companies of English domicile shOuld not 
be coDtiaued after the ~Plin~~W' <)f their existing con· 
tracts and that these companies should not be permitted 
£~*o inc~~ their spare cC\~tal. lt4} 'N. recom
~Dd *~t np sfeps should be tak~n tQwardi es,taQlisJ.UJlg 
ClXIPbi~d c;oll1p!ln~st ~h wjth Eil&1ish and Indian d9Dli'file. 
(~~, We r~end ~t the unclert41kin~ 9i t~ 
g~ra,Qwe~ Co9JJlpa~iQSI ~i aDd when the COl)tra~~~ rall kt, 
be entr~t~ to ~he -direct management of ~h6 state. ,(26) 
We ref;Omm.oo that ~~ wl¥>le of the capital for the fU'\lre 
develoJPQept of the Indian rai!waYi be rCljsed directly by the 
s~,,"." The Mackay Committee of 1907 considered 
t~at the GoverJUllfnt should /ix pe~iodic\llly a standard 
~ aaau,u capital e:x:penditllre whirh w~\lld apPfoxi· 
~~, to. 18i crores and they laid stre&s on the desir .. 
al;»lity of Government adopting a steady an~u.al rate of 
e~p.tn4itu.re which they might reasonably h9pe to m:t.intain 
e\'~n iJl times .of diffioulty. In practice the Gov~~t.nell\ 
did ~t tee their WqY either to attaiB the lill~$t st-allQ<\.rd 
r~eoded by th~ ~ommit~ Of to aQhere Q~r ~ ~ri~ 
0( ye~ri to any uniform ra,te. Co,~ue~tly the cconop:,ic 
~y~lqp.\llent of India bas suffer~ from the utter fail;a.-e 
ew. t9 ke.~p abreast 9£ the dajly .requ~em6pts of ~ 4r~f6~ 
a.$~ll)( m iig~t a!,ad cl~¥lqaE\~ to ~ ya{r\ed. Tpe lJ(~yi. 
siim f9f fil~\lf~ gevqJop~ is' ~ctically untMght· or D,t 
~J"e~ Indi;l ha~ ~ propw'atiQn r.J£ lOO miUiq~ Ule 
l'~Jway l~ ~ ~6,700 mil~s. C~nadi\ bt'\i ~ pp,pq.ljltiQtl Qf 
& roUli,ollft t~ r~WflY lin,e ~ 19,OOO miles ~.qd "~mlia 
f(H: 6 D;\i!#01)$ of c P9PUlation has 29,,<lOO mi\~. Tl»s 
disparity is due to the fact that India has no centrol OY~r 



be{ PQantei. The ~radt d,t;~.~q6 of Indiana ;U'f~ ub{ 
J.laq~Jy ~<:l tp ~nd the ~ilmp~~i~ used to give p~fec~ 
tq E,nglish ~,r~~Il~ iincl ttte f:opU9rt;s of 3...p li:l.~ pa~n .. 
~fS a~~ cQmpl~ety neglected by ~be comPil~ids. Tlw 
n~iQ9alisat!OI1 of {~ilways" is ~he panacea of these evUs. 
Ttlere is a~ immense flutter in fill~flCial circ~s in L,Qndon 
a~ very great influenCfI; is Qrought to beiJ.r upon the 11.~tl¥wi .. 
ties in order that EngHsh ~pi~l may contil-llle to e~l~t 
th~ Indian Railw.ys as ever. Tbt; European c~alist 
re(fommeoos that the SYi\-tem of both state and eom~ny 
management should be coutinued. Indians know lww 
the East India Company managed the state and 11lined the 
!aConomic interests of India. 'So will be the company 
management or state and company management combi~ 
of Indian railwa},s. As for the question of fw;ads the 
J~gi.sJature must adjust its budget to p.-ovide sufficient 
funds for the daily dS well as the future development of 
Railways. The military expenditure is a stumbling block 
on the economic development of India. The s.tanding 
joint committee on Indian affc:lirs, in its second report of 
July, 1922, dealing with the maintenance of British tt'OQPS, 
points Cil\lt thClt the Indian Budget lor 1922-1923 sl\9w~ 
an estima.te of over 62 crores of R,upees on military e:Jpen.cU· 
tute out of a total expenditure of 141 crorQlS, while the 
reV'ln:ue is 132 elores and the deficit 9 crores. This serious 
fi~~cial posit~(Jll tenders economiqs in aU possible direc .. 
tiQAS imper~tive. The apenditure in India for British 
troops in 1921-1922 was ~. 16,81 t OO,OOO compared with 
7,32,00,000 in 1913-1914, despite the fact that the strength 
had _~ req\1~ Qy 6000 mao. T-bis ten "fold inerease 
in '-be C}os~ of l,Uijjtar~ expe9Q.it~re dariQg a decade chills 
aU IDdian aJpirationa for progress and. the creation of a 
cRi~ an~y i~ -tile OOtly Vi~y ~o save In~ fr~ 
~~ rui~. Tbe..tle i' a 'fier~ &~,~~ .feeling ~tn~ng tl;le 
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Indian peo~le in f~l'o3r of an tndian mercantile marine. 
Ref-crenoe has been made in the fiscal commission's report 
in paragr:lpa 1'31 to this feeHng and recently it f'trund 
expression in the central legislature. Nothing should be 
done which will have the effect of retarding tne establish
ment of a mercantile marine in India or of making Its 
success doubtful. It should be officered and mantled by ..... 
Indian's. It will be a great asset to the national defence 
of India. As a preliminary to constttutional reforms the 
authorg of the Montagu-Chtlm~ford report urged t~e impor. 
tance of a complete separation between the finance~ of 
the centra] government in India and those of th~ provincial 
governments (Chapter VIII' of their report). The scheme 
they proposed abrogates the present system by which 
certain of the main heads of revenue and expenditure are 
divided between th( central and the provincial exchequers; 
sOrPe of these it hands over wholly to the central govern.' 
ment--income-tax, revenue from general stamps, customs; 
others wholly to the provinces-land revenue, irngation, 
excise and Judicial stamps; while they should' Le wholly 
responsible for the corres!,ondlOg chargp.s and for all 
expenditure 10 connection with fclmine. "the financial 
relations committee says, "We C.innot conceal from ourselves 
the disadvantages in ordinary circumstances of a ~ystem of 
provincial contributions and we anticlpate that the gover.}
ment of India will direct its financial policy towards 
reducing these contributions with responsible rapidity, 
and their ultimate cessation. 

The committee' further recomloends with regard to 
pensi~ns, leave allowances drawn outside I'ndia, that pen
Sions and leav~ allowances of provincial servants must be 
paid by provincial governments and the dntral government 
should relieve the provinces by paylOg thel,f ow n pensions atld 



CHAPTER IV. 

leave allowances. No sutplus will be possible without pro
vincialisation of the revenue from general stamps. In as 
much a~ by this re-arrangement the government of India 
will \ lose heavily the committre proposed tenta tively sume 
contributions {rom the prcvillcial revenues. 'The iniquitous 
irppost t on Madras is 348 lakhs, Bombay 56, Bengal 63, 
United Provinces 240, Panjab 175, Bl1rma 64, Central 
Provinces 22, Assam 15. The consideration s taken .by the 
committee are (1) whether they are heavy gainers in the 
new distribution of revenues, (2) whether they contribute 
very largely indirectly through customs and income-tax to 
the Government of India. Such contributions are to be 
made till a period of 7 years, a t the end of which Madras 
(s to contribute J7%, Bombay 13%. Benga119%. United Provin
ces 18%. Punjab 9%, Burma 6-5%, Bihar and Orissa 10%, 
Central Provinces 5%. Assam 2-5%. These are to be reduced 
or increased in an arithmetical prugression dunng these 7 
years. The committee f~rther recommends that the provin
cialloan account should be funded. Whltever portion of 
the accot:lnt.so I' funded" the province i'i preplred to take 
over forthwith should be written off against an equal portion 
of the provincial b:llance as from 1st April, 1921 ; and the 

• 
balance of the "funded" aCCOJnt should remain olltst.lnding 
as a debt, from the province to the government of India. 
On the outstanding balance the province should pay inten~st 
at an average rate and also an ::lnnual charge for redemp
tion, enough to redeem the debt in not more than 12 years. 
The committee recommends that general stamps also be 

given to Provincial revp.nues: 1£ there is to be real provin
cial autonomy the il1lquitoUi impost must be removed and 
a clear line of d~rparkation be drawn between provincial and 
and central revenues on an equitable basis so that the pro
vinces may be capabie of utilising the revenues in the be9"t 
iptere$ts of {hI" provinc(t. 
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ANNuAl .. DRAIN. 
The annual drain froal Indj~ 'to England, one: 6£ 

the patent factors f6t' her grow.ing {l0ve,iy and de~titut1on\ 
is sOme t ZO n1ilfion sterling. 'or this the ma)9r portion 
is in{~test on capital raised in England for the railways 
!hd other public works of India. Another item is the 
artnual remittance fo the I ndia Office for evernment stores 
b6ught in England for India. Another item 1S the payment 
bf pensions and leave allowances of British servants ot 
lndian service in England. 

It bout the extravagance of the Government;r..ala Laj· 
pat Rai, in his Presidential address at the lst Trade U!'rion 
Congress at Bombay, says: 

.. The Government of this country is wasteful and extravagant in 
the Falaries and allowances it allows to its higber service. tt wOiJld 
be bankru\Jt if It l11et the dentahds of the subOrdinate services arid 
lo~est rank of -its employees 11.154) in the same spirit. Consequently to 
Avoid bankruptcy It sweats its lowest service in a way as perhaps no 
otht'r government on the face of the earth does. There is ne country 
in the wotld which pays its higher civil and mtlltary service anything 
like the salaries of the Government of India does. In the Whole of the 
United states there is onty one man who gets more man 35,()!)o rupees 
per annum, and that is the pre£ident of the United States. ttt JlI.Jj;in 
even the Prime Minister does not get that atnount. In India thflte are 
dOJlen~ lnostly Englishmen, who get more than that ah1o.unt. Com
pare the ~laries, post by post, and you will find the standard ~xtra. 

vagantiy higher in India, while the livmg even now is comparatively 
cheaper. Yet within the last two or three years the Government has 
sanctioned ebormous increases ih tbese salaries. The worst features of 
the situation, bowever, Is the extreme dtSParity that exists bet\v~h the 
salaries r6 the la.est ser,lces and tho\je of the }ugbest. The di.fferencl!! 
betWeen maXitl?4ltD .ad minio\1\l1 .mries in au, United states and 
Great Bt~tail1 en the pnEl band ~d lnclia 00 the oth.:u is simpl.y &\art
~inJl. lu the United States the lowe5t ~alary allOWed to a clerk or 
porter in Government ottice is tr~ 'about i,boO to 1,200 dollars a 
year, and the highest allowed to a cabinet minister is 12,00(). tn rodia, 
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a cabinet minister gets Rs. 80,000 a. year besides allowances, while his 
orderly gets only Re. 120 a year or at the most Rs. 180. I D calcu
lating the needs of a cIVil servant, the geVfimment of India shows a 
((reat deal of generosIty, provides for the education of his children, for 
the luxury of tra'\1elling to and froin ElilCOpe, and secures him a high 
standard of comfort in India. But when it enters mto calculation 
ascertaining the proper salary of a post-man or a telegraph pElon or an 
orderly or R1.ilway porter or signaller, it not only disregards all these 
considerations but is m~an enough to bring into account the earnings of 
his wife and minor children." 

The economi<.; life of India is mainly in the hands 
of foreign exploiters. Gov~rnment took control of gold and 
silver in 1919 and prevented axport and melting. Gold 
Jeased to fanction as a currency and the note issue was 
expanded; small notes of one and 2t Rupees were put in 
enormous cIrculation. In the pre-war period the gross 'note 
circulation was ab")ut 6,000 and the percentage of metallic 
reserve to th! gr0,:l n )t! ctr.;ulatlotl was ab~ut 7:) . The 
not· circulation in 1919 rose to 15, 346 and the percentage 
of metallic reserve fell to 35. Facilities of note encash
ment were reduced. Mr. Dalal, the only Indian member of 
the Exchange and Currency Co:nmlttt::e, recommended as 
follows ~-

26 

(1) The money ~tandard in India should remain unaltered, 
that is, the staudard of the sovueign an:l gold mohur 
wIth nAp~es related thereto at the rabo of 15 to 1. 

(2) Free ancl unfettered imports and exports by the public 
of gold bullion apd gold coins. 

(3) Free and unfettered imports and exports by the public 
of silver bullion lind coins. • 

(+) Tg6 exi~til1g silver f{UP3~ of lE5 grains of fine silver 
at pre!tnt in circulation to continue free legal tender. 

(5) As hng as the pric~ of silver in New York is over 92 
cents, Govp,rnment should not m~nufacture silver 
Rupees cOlltaining 165 graills fine silver. 
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($) A'S lOll&' as the price t;I sIlver is 9il cents. GoyernlJl~nt 
sh<l1l1d) ~ 2 RuPees !!i~er coins of ft'lduced fineness 
()OnUKU''' with that oj the present Silver Rupee aod the 
same to be unlimited legal tender. 

(7) Government to self council bills' by com~btive 
tenders for the amount defined in the Budget as required 
to be' remitted to the secretary of state. The Budget 
estimate to sbow under separate ~dil'Jg;:; the amount 
of c01Aocil biBs drawn for Home charges. for capital 
outlay and discharge of debt. Council bills to b~ 

sold for Government reqUlrements only and not for 
trade purposes. except for the purpose mentioned in the 
neXt succeldiIJg recommendation. 

(8) .. Reverse" drafts on London to b~ sold only at 

1 s 3 }~ d. The proceeds of II Re\"erse" drafts to be 

kept apart from all other government funds and not 
to·be utilised for any purpose except to meet drafts drawn 

3 
by the Secretary of State at a rate not below 1 s 4 8Q d 

per rupee. 

His view was not accepted and the 2 sh. Rupee as 
proposed by European members was adopted .. Their view 
was that the Rupee should be linked to gold and not 
sterling at the rate of 2 shilling5 inste.ld of the standard 
value of 1 s. 4- d. Tile result WiS a heavy loss to government 
and many big trd.ders be:ame bankrupts. In their report 
the CUfrency qommittee said that whilst a fixed rate of 
exchange exercises little influence on the course of trade, 
a rising exchange impedes exports and stimulates imports 
and a falling exchange ex~rcises a reverse Influence. The 
gQvernmeDt sold £ 55 million.; of rev.:!t'Se councils bP.fore 
abandoning their eff6rt to sterilise ex;hangc at the new 
ratio; the loss of tnese-that is th~ diIT.;!reh~e b~twden the 
cost of putting the funds down in L?ndoll and in bringing 
them back to India-was Rs. 35 crQre~-a dead loss to 
India, GQver.Rment SQ1d C 53 milliQlls of gold, without 
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breaking or s.!liously a{f~eting the premitlm or gold. 1jle 
only advantages were a c()lIsicil!ra:ble contracn"QR ot tQe 
Note issae 'and the silver tolun oarren:y. In Septtmber, 
1920, the Viceroy announced that 1238 lakbs of silver had 
been returlled 'to the currencr making tile metallic reserve 
57% whilst the'Note issue had been reduce:1 from Rs. 185 
croJes to 153 crores. The government had no right to 
interfere with the established standar(b of value. The 
high exchange was prejudicial to Indian trade and industry. 
The sale of reverse councils was sacrificing the sterling 
resources of the country at ruinously low rdotes. Exchange 
should be left to find its own level, with only the fixed 
legal minimum of one and four pence, above which no 
'leverse councils should be soid. The attempt made by 
the government was to stimulate the export trclde of 
England at the expense of India. L:lter, when the imp«" 
ters were hard hit there wa3 fl d~mand from variCHls 
quarters for the resu'Ilption of the sale of reverse counoils 
but to this government turned a deaf ear on the groun. 
that without the collateral support of a revival of the 
export trade this would have no effect and goverhment 
would devote a!l their energies to the revIVal of the eICport 
trade, • 

SETTLEMENT OF ACCOUNTS. 
On 16th July 1923 Sir PurushotamdlS, during his 

membership of the Inchcape Committee, came across 
substantial evidence regarding the crores of rupees that 
India was losing in respect of apportionment of financial 
liabilities between England and India. Several items of 
expenditure particularly military, naval'and political which 
shG>old have bet:!il bome. by the home government were 
inflicted on India, .because the secretary of state had the 
final voice and ovet.toled Simla, in the interest of t'he ~ti!h . 
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ta.,xpayer. He therefore \1rged j~ the council of state that 
DO compromise be made betwe-=n Simla ond WhitehaU in 
any dispute without the previous sanction of the Indian 
legislature ''and that when arbitration was felt necessary. 
:arbitrators should be the gremiers of the Empire in 
conference. Sir Purushotamadas showed from records that 
since 1858 India had been bled by wrong apportionment and 
thllt the government of Lord Salisbury an4,Lord RoseburY 
had admitted the injustice of the· transaction and showed 
rt.adiness to appoint a body of arbitration. Even a 
conservative com;nission like the Welby Commission of 
1900 reported in favour of arbitration as it found that the 
war office had unjustly cparged India and the govern
ment of India's representations had been always 
ignored. When Sir Purushotamadas asked for the amounts 
under dispute at the present moment Mr. Mc'Wathers r 

the financial secretary, lVhile admitting that large sums 
were involved, evaded the point by saying that definite 
information was being collected. He and Sir Muhammed 
Shafi, however, attacked the resolution as being inconsistent 
with the existing constitution in asking to deprive the 
secretary of state of his final powers and entrusting it 
to the Assembly. But the motion was defeated on ·account 
of the thin attendance of non· official members. 

CO-OPERATION. 
The co-operative movement has made great progress 

and it helped to keep down the encumbrance on the 
land and to save the agriculturist from the clutches of 
the money-lender. Habits of thrift and of independence or 
treIflendQusly enhan'ced by the co· operative system, a.,d 
tile lesson of self-help and of Joint enterIfrise and responsi
bilityare also inculcated in the mind of the raiyat. In an 
~htened system ot agn~u}tural co·operd.tion lies the 



most important means of the improvement of the masses 
of the couIItry. Great has been the success of the move
ment in many spheres. There are many caSbS when the 
influence of these societies has worked against drunkenness 
the habit of spending la.rgely on marriages and has 
inculcated business 'habits. The feeling of all for each 
and each for all is one of the main products of the co
operative spirit. Though illiteracy has hampere<:i the 
movement a little the co-opera tive spirit has in its turn 
produced a spantaneons desire for education. Members of 
rural societies have 3.ttempt~d to leJ.rn to read and write 
in order to take a real interest in the working of 
the society. The great difficttlty in the introduction 
;;thd extension of the co-operative system is due 
to the disintegration of the old village communities 
and the consequent decay of the spirit of co-operation 
amongst the villagers. The only way by which the 
evil can b~ arrested and th~ economic and social 
standards of bfe of the rural people elevated, is by the 
ina.uguration. of healthy panchayats and co-operative socie
ties. In Europe, In dddition to land credit societies there 
are anum ber oJ co-operative societies for 11 ndertaking special 
forms or agricultural enterprise viz., the purchase of agri
cultural implements and manures, the production of com
modities and their sale. They purchase at cheap whole-sale 
prices instead of high retail prices and the freight also will 
be cheaper. Implement, and appliances which will be be
yond the financial capabilities of individual land-owners can 
be purchased in common. Sugar, oil threshing, and mill
ing also have been worked on co-operat.ive basis. In Italy 
and Switzerland there are co-operative societIes for distri
buting the necessa-ries of life. The whole-sale societies in 
Great Britain have established factories a'ld workshops of 
theIr own for makrng shoes, clothing, hardware, biscuits, 

• 
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jams and pclde~. Many co~op~rative nnions '&let apart a 
portion of their 'profits as a furk! for education and elect 
special committees ;to train the masses in education ';and 
co-operative thought. The produetion become!; much easier 
by the elimination risk, which 9rises from the fact that the 
consumer and,:produeer have equal interest, being member:; 
ef the'same society, and articles can be had very cheaply. 
The habit of paying cash down is encourag.e,d and there is 
no higtrer school uf Democracy than a properly worked 
co-operative society. 



CHAPTBR V' 

SOCIAL PURIFICATION 

To aim at democracy without attempting to correct 
social evils is to attempt to sleep only with one eye closed 
while the other is kept aWflkened. It is the c:)I'\stant 
endeavour of every reformer to overcome the vices in society, 
or else society will either assert its vitality tor purging out 
the eVlls by a r.!volution or succumb under them by 
loss of Its organic growth and d"teriorate. Some senti
ments are useful for the growth of societies and when they 
g~ow preponderatingly abnormal they cause the ruin of 
that society. Tc\ke for instance the spirit of exclusiveness. 
Among the early Aryans this spirit helped a good deal (or 
uniting the various Aryan tribes against the non-Aryans 
and when the Aryan glory faded and the Hindus failed to 
preserve theIr independence, thtt spirit of exclusIveness grew 
stronger and .led to the downfall of the Aryan power. The 
Turks won Constantinople by their exclusive.ness over the 
Christian. races- of Europe. vVhen the Turk failed to 
assimilate his Christian SUbjects into hiS nation· state and 
excluded them from high and trustworthy places the fall of 
the Turk began. The Maharattas in theIr early days were 
able to cement the Hindu races by their exclusiveness 
against the Mussalman and. as their power increased, they 
failed to assimilate the Mussalmans and their exclusiveness 
was the cause of their ruin. the Englishman to-day may 
gain by his exc!u;"iveness, whiGh affords· him greater oppor
tunities for exploiting the coloured races and Nature will 
not fail to pay him in the same coin. 

It is high time fOf the Indian patriot to put his 
hQuse in ocQcr. .1 Caste is. the g{eat monstt:;r we have to 
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kill," says the great scholar and patriot, Dr. Bhandarkar. 
Caste is the cause of social stagnation, division and in
flexibility. Dr. Tagore !!<lys, 

., This immutahle and all-pervadmg system of caste ha<; no 
doubt impo!;ed a mechanical uniformity upon the people, but It hac; at 
the ~me time kept their diffelent sect,ons jnflex~y and unalterably 
separate, with the consequent loss of all power of adaptatIOn and re-ad· 
justment to new condItIons and forces. The regeneration of the lndlan 
people to my mmd, directly and pe-rhaps solely depends upon the 
removal of this condition of caste. When I realise the hypnotic bold 
which thIS gigantic system of cold-blooded repres=,ion has taken place 
on the minds of our people. who~e socIal body it has so completely 
entwined in Its emlless COlIs, that the tree eApreSSlOn of m"lnhood, 
even under the dJrest necessity, has become ~}most an impose.ibility, 
the only remedy that suggests itself to me j"l to edue.ate them out of 
their trance ...... Now has come the time when India must begm to 
budd, and dead arrangement must gradually give way to living construc· 
tion-organised growth. If to breal, up the feud,tl system and the 
tyrannical conventionalism of the medIaeval church, whIch had outraged 
the healthier Instinctc; of bumamty, Europe needed the thought'Impu!.,e 
of the Renais~ance, and the fierce struggle of the Reformation, do w,~ 
Dot need in a greater degree an over-whelm ing influx of higher socIal ideas 
before a place can be found for true politIcal thinklt:g? Must we not 
have the greater viSion of humanity whIch wIJ1Impel us to shake off the 
fetters that shackle our indlVidual hfe before w.:! begm to dream 01 
national freedom ? ..... From my ~eclusion it seems to me that It IS not 
this or that measure which is at the bottom of the Indian unrest. \Ve 
have been on the whole comfortable with a comfort unknown for a 
long time. We have peace and protection and many of the oppor
tunIties for prosperity which these imply. Why then tIllS auguish of 
heart? Because the contact between East and West has done its work 
and quickened the dormant hfe of our soul. We have begun to be dImly 
-:onscious of the value of time we have aUowecl to slip by. of the weight 
of the clogging, effete matter which we have allo~<-d to accumulate, and 
we are very angry with ourselves. \Ve have also begun ,·ague}r to 
realise the failure of England to nse to the great occasion. and to mIss 
more and more the invaluable co-operation which it was so clearly 
England's mi~sion to offer. A~d so we are troubled with a troub.\e 
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which We know not how to name. How England can best be made 
to pelceive that the mere establishment of Pax Britannica cannot either 
justify or make possible her continued domination, I have no idea, but of 
this I am sure, that the soonflr we cqme to our senses and take up the 
thread of our aIipolOted task, the earlier will come the final 
('onsum ma tlon. "I 

Mr. Kic1d in "Social Eyolution" P. 1.5+, says, "In eastern coun
trie!', where the institution of caste prevails, we have indeed only an 
example of a cnndition of fociftv in which these groups and classes 
have become fixed and ri"rid and in which con<;equently progress has 
b~!'n thwarted and impeded at every turn by innumerable harriers 
which have for a~e~ prevented that free conflict of forces within 
tll" community wbkh has made so pow.?rfully for progress among 
th~ we ,tern people." The census report of 1891, p:tge 121, says, "The 
social and religious d'visions of the Imhan people are now based upon 
an excluslVe devotlOn to heredity and custom manifested in the incli
nation to exalt the small over tIl(' great, to exaggerate the importance 
of minor consid'.!ralions and thus obscure that of the more vita'. 
Litany and ceremonial ob<el'Vances umrp the place of moral and 
spuitual ldeas with tl1'o result that the sanction of religion is applied 
to a,l the regulations of ~oclal intercourse. Rank and occupation are 
nystallised into ht:reditary attributps, a process which ends in the 
formation of a practlcally unlllIlilej number of self-centred and 
mutua]] y re,pell;mt groups, cramping tht> sympatiJies and the capacity 
for thought and actJons. Within the'e groups, it is hardly possible 
to "peak too highly of the charity and devotion of the members of the 
community to each other, hut beyond them, the barriers on all sides 
preclude co-operation lionel real compassion and stifle onginality in 
action." 

Mr. Nesfie:d in his "Review cf the Caste System" 
(pages 103-104), says-

Society instead of being coo<,tituted as erne organised whole, is 
divided against itself boY inorganic sectlOns like geologIcal strata. The 
sense of insecurity thus engendered could not but lend to 9, loss of 
independence and cour~.e in the character of individuals. For, man 
soon ceases to rely on himself if he thinks that no reliance is to be placed 
on the good 'Wi1l and fair dealing of thore around hitl\ and that every 
thing which he may ~ay or do, is liable to be sUllpected or miscons-

27 
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trued. Thus the two great defects in the'Indian cbarclcter-a, want of 
relianee in one's SE!lf and a 1\1ant of cOllfitlenc", in ofuers-have sprung 
from 'a common sourc~. the terror-striking influence of c~ute. The 
ca'ste arrogance of tbe Brakman which 'first !lent the<;e etil "pirits' 
ahma.d has corrupted the whole m~ion and de"cended to the very 
lowest strata of the population ...... Not only has c'aste demorah<;cd 
society at large, but it is a constant source of oppressIOn withm 1tS 
parqcular ranks. Caste is therefore an instrument both of widespread -di$QntOl1 abroad and of the meanest tyranny at home. and the latter 
of these evils has Intensified the want of courage and self-reliance 
to which we have lately alluded as being one of the greatest defects In the 
Indian cbarac{er." at page 116 he says, "Had the Bra:lman never 
come mto existence and had his arrogance proved to be less. om
nipotent than it dld, the various industnal classes would never have 
become stereotyped mto castes and the nation would have been spared 
a degree of secm! union to which no paral1el can be found In human 
hIstOry." 

The two great distinguishing features of caste at the 
l'resent day is endogamy and absence of commensality. 
Exagamy is not prevalent because there is no law in IndIa 
legalising the marriages between cabte and caste, between 
Hindus and Muhammadans and between people of one 
race with those of another. Now the Civil Marriage Act 
was passed. \Ve hope that nationalists will'in fu[ure not 
re8vrt to endogamy as usu'll but break through the fetters 
of custom and mat'ry outside theIr sect or caste or rehgion. 
Thus a wider field will be open for the choice of marriage 
between man and woman. As for commensality some 
nationalists who are purely vegetarians and who were 
accustomed from bme immemorial to vagetarian diet may 
feel difficult or rather averse to dine with a non-vegetarIan. 
One may mee one kind of food, the other may like another. 
That should not be the motive why society should be split 
into .a number of castes. In these days of individual 
freed()m society expects everyone to be capable of selecting 
the 1)e$t food ~itec:l to hi$ taste and any restriction on the 
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selec.tiori of food by an individual is preposterous ~n<l" an 
insult to the instincts of the human race. Man is by his 
"physiologicdol structure a carnivorous as well as a herbi
vorous animal.. Tht: canine, and incisors found largely in 
carnivorous animals ale also found in the mouth of man. 
He has also a large number of molars, found in still greater 
numbers in herbivorous animals and wanting in carnivorous 
animals. Tbe long alimentary canal of man is neither 
too long as that of the cow, the goat and the buffalo, 
purely herbivorous <inirnals J nor too short as that of the 
wolf, lion and tiger, mainly carnivorous animals. If 
man is by creation a purely herbivorous animal some races 
\ . 
.::ould never ha.ve resorted to animal food; the cow and 
the goat have no liking for animal food. So man ia not 
by nature exclusively herbivorous. SOl.C1e races have taken 
to pure vegetarianism simply to develop the satwic tempera
ment and kill the fero:ity in mao. Vegetarian races are 
not so active, martial and indush"ious as non-vegetarian 
rat.es. Even in animals the wolf. the tiger and the lion 
are more active thall the cow, the goat, the bull Clnd the 
elephant. Eyen the vegetarian rdees take milk, ghee and 
other a~imal products . The absorption of vegetable food 
in the body takes a long time and depflves the body of 
much of its vitality in assimilating it. This question of 
food should never st2.nd in the way of consohd~ting the 
races t )gether. When a non-vegetarian has to dine with 
a vegetarian he can oblige his friend by with·holding his 
meat diet so long as hiS fdend who is a vegetarian stays 
with him. He has to bea~ in mind the words of St. Paul 
who say,s, ICIf m;at make my {riend oEfend, I will eat no flesh 
while the worl~ standeth." Thus if all people make up 
their mlDds to QJIercome such sentimental objections the 
progress of national. consolidation will take place , in 
rapid strides. Some objections may also be raised 
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apout the AcntJrtJms, washings and other perfune
)tor1 ceremonies CLttendant on caste. All such Phari
·saistical customs may easily be given up when 
·unnece$sary and practised by all when necessary. 
:Chd9t broke the Jewish &aste when be allowed his 
disciples to ed with "unwashen hands," when he held 
intercourse with the Syro-Phrenician woman, when he 
touched the leper. Why not the example oNhe Jewish refor
mer inspire similar feelings in the hearts of Indian Nationa
lists? The great siur on Hindu society is its treatment of 
the Panchamas. Their position is the most degraded eVen 
from epic and Puranic times. Even tre eBtablishment of 
Mahomedan rule in India does not appear to have improved 
the position of the Chandalas, although the Mussalmans 
recognise no caste and freely employ them in domestic 
service. It is realJy surprising why some of the Muham
mcrdan rulers, who hated the Brahmans, had 110t taken ,into 
their heads of elevating these people a'1d thereby put down 
the Brahman influence. Buddha was dis';,ltlsfied with the 
then existing state of caste system and strongly protested 
against it. Durirlg the Buddhist period caste system lost 
its vigour and rigidity to a very great extent on acc;ount of 
the predominance of Buddhism in the land. Even then the 
lotof the Chandala was the same. But Buddhism disappeared 
from this land on account of the upheaval of orthodox 
Hinduism which made caste as rigid as it could he 10 

the Puranic period. Islam is more democratic than Hindu
ism. So the Hindus were overthrown. Wherever tl:e 
rigour of the caste laxed there the Hindu power raised its 
head. In the battles of Sivaji the Mohar fought side by 
si1e 'with the Brahmin. The Sikhs treated !bem well and 
they were victorious over other people. The lot of the 
Chandala is the worst in the sOilth-west of India where no 
foreign influence penetrated till "ery recent times and 
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orthodox Hinduism held its sway. A nation wanting ib 
solidarity can never withstand the onslaught of foreign 
invaders. An anti-social man can be easily conquered by 
the social man. The caste system as it has been in existence 
is an anti-social system. h is a system of graduated 
despotism and slavery, the offspring of Hindu priestly rule 
and militarism. But after the advent of the Britlsh, the priestly 
class was secularised by being employed in government 
offices and the individual freedom which is the strong 
characteristic of Christian religion takes hold of the mind 
of many an educated Indian and the rigidity of caste is 
reduced to its lowest minimum, and after the inauguration 
o,{ complete democracy in India'we hope caste will find no 
place at all in the Indian polity or sociology. The Mission
ary efforts of the Christians helped a good deal in elevating 
the status of the low castes and in creating in them ideas of 
self-respect, self-love and self-reverence. The perso~al 
freedom enjoyed by most of the low caste people has 
relieved them from their slave-mentality. The great 
preacher Mahatma Gandhi taught that untouchability is a 
curse in the Hindu society. No doubt there were slaves 
in ancient Rome and Greece and other countrie~. But the 
Jot of slaves was not so b;-:d as that of the CbandaJa in 
India. The slaves WE're companions of their lords. They 
were in personal attendance on them and if they were 
intelligent and faithful tllt'y became their confidential 
advisers. The idea of cutting off a \vhole caste from society 
and keeping them at a distance as a mark of their degrada
tion, declaring them to be unfit for any kind of intercourse 
is unique m the annals of a c(;!.Hltry. Lt is also unique in 
the history of th,.world that a people nearly 313 millions 
in r;umber, occupying a vast and fertile country, with all 
the advantages whtth Nature has to bestow, is held in sub
Jection by a handful of foreigners and tbe also coolly 
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p,O~~e.t ~he insult lIV.pen th~ir ~~upt.rymen are segregated in 
dfsta,n,t places in ot:h~ P3rrts ?t the Emp.it:e jn the same 
;Vf:~Y jls t~e~e Chan~alas, a~e, kept in lndia. I, Nature is too 
if!1P?:'l'tial to leave .s~ch men ,unpunished af\Cl the scourge of 
Ood is, 'always on those ~ho sin. Disunion paralyses a 
,atio'nal movement. A utllted front is the sine qua non 

• j , 

'0(: ~\lccess. Mahatma Gandhi preache,ct. very strongly 
against the evil of untouchability with a view to create a 
~1idarity among th~ ,r~l'\¥ ?-!1d fil~ of the proletariat in the 
Indian n.ation. t\s ~ore people will'come forward to take 
up the national cause, the ideal of equallty will infuse a 

~ I I. 

,new spirit in'the lnd,ian ,ment::Jlity. The idea of equality 
inspired the It'on&ides of Cromwell to fight more strenu
~.6usly than the 'Royalistg who wanted to support the 
"Mtoc~acy ,[the King and the Lords. It is the cry for 

I 

equality that inspired the French soldier to dethrone the 

. 'Bourbon. It ~s tt{e sentiment of equality that makes 
~ I" ) \ 

America what i~ is to-day. The modern ~ussia is the 
,Qlltcome of this S(l:rqpg, pentiment of equality among the 
, peasants a,nd wor~rp.lfn. ,Ei.ther on the battle-field or in 
rpffice 'or in wOf,lishpp the principle of equality holds good. 
,If India gets rid, of ca~ite and untouchabihty and presents 
,~ united front" her enemies w1l1 be disarmed and in fullness 
,·of time and the Qrdenng of Providence, India will be able to 
,achieve what she is so ardently aiming after-a plac~ in the 
'pantheon of Nations_ She will never thereafter be 
,lqoked ,down .. by her sister nations. In union is our 
; strength and in dis\1nion our failure. That has been the 
.1.~SS(>ll natare has ever taught man. 1:he experience of 
mankind proves it and the History of Nations affirms it 
~o4 the' voice of conscience accepts iJ but the pride of 
man scorns it. Pride always precedes a fall and when 
man becomes a.wa.re of it he must rectify before he can 
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avert a faU; otherwise his fate is sealed and no amount o~ 
tall tal~ Will save him~ , 

WOMEN 

(Gentleness and devotiol'fM God'are the predon1ina'nt 
characteri!;tics of Indian 'women. If Intellectual an'd splritual 
refinement is commined with' these qualitip.s then will 
womanly grace be ca.rried to perfection The preserlt ,edu· 
cation has only touched the merest friO'ge'of Indian womatr
hood and has not been a ble to create a new life among 
them. Those few women who have come forward' Ita 
work for the good of their co'tmtry and humanity have not 
shown that oounge which is neeessary to set on foot I a
mo·iement 'which shall' purge the human society of tne evils' 
under which they are suffettng from ages long past, 'Btit 
there is a great prospect that 'Iridian- women before long 'wHI 
ta~e a leading part in the greater India that is in the maktt!g. 
Their noble qualities wIll be utilised not only for the happi
npss of the Indian home but for the good of the countrY'as\ 
we'll. The fact that many Iridian women could not recOg.: 
nise the beneficiai effects of such a permiss;v~ legisI'atfott ii~ 
that of government's Civil Marriage Act shows ho'w depressed I 
is the feminine mind in 1ndia. Though so many great meri 
from Ranade downwards had condemned the evils of chHd 
marriage, the women of 'India had not come fonv:a.rd'to 

. raise their standarci of rebetlh1 aga'h,st 'Such an ~ppresst'Ve 
and'debasing custom. Though widow marriage is legaliSed 
we'find many a child widow el'erywhe're, 4% of the males 
aged' 'S 't-o 10 are married, ana of those aged 10 to 15 year:; 
13%, of tbose ,betwaen 15 to 20 years ~2%, 'and the perc~n
tage rises to 69 ~ those between 2() and 30 years': ..of 
the females under 5, one in 72 is married; of those t)etween 
5 and 10 years 18%, betweed 10 and 15 years 45%, land 
between 15 and 20 tndre-thafl 65~. Altogether "therefare 

, 
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2i million girl·wives under 10, aDd 9 millions under 15 
years. The result is shown in the percentage of widow~. 
The proportion of widows is about 18% of the total number 
of females against only 9% in western countries. About 4 

lakbs of widows are below 15. Legislation to prevent infant 
marriage is in force in the only two progressive places of 
India, the Indian states of Mysore and ""f3aroda. In the 
former an Act has been passed forbidding the marriage of 
girls under eight, and that of girls under 14 with men over 
50 years of age. For though marriage is a sacrament 10 

most places and with most people of India, old wIdowers 
greedily take up young girl'> as their wives without any 
regard to the future of the girls. \Vldowers above 50 
marrying girls below 12 are yet common. and the orthodoX 
society still connives at such unnatural outrages in the name 
of religion. The Gaekwar of Baroda, in the face of shang 
orthodox opposition has refused to l::lcl.tisfy the best of old 
widowers to the s-acnfice of young guls, and in 1904 passed 
an Act forbidding absolutely the marriage of all girls below 
the age of 9. The Act allows the marriage of girls below 
the age of 12 and of boys below 16 only when the parents 
first obtain the consent of the tnbum.l consisting of the 
Subjudge and 3 assessors of the petitioner's caste. Con,. 
sent is given only on ci!rtain special grounds specified in 
the Act. Every attempt of Dr. Gour to introduce a mea· 
sure in the Legislative Assembly to raise the age of consent 
from 12 to 14 is thwarted and the measure IS postponed 
from day to day. A gOc")d deal lies in the hands of Indian 
women to agitate fpr their education and elevation. 
U oless a greater number of Indian women under'3tand the 
disabilities under which their chlldren themselves are 
writhing and come forward to aIlevi;te the misery 
of their daughters and sons the .advent of democracy 
will be delayed and India will never be able to cope 
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with the· advancing nations of the world, for one ... half of 
Indian humanity is sunk in ~gnorance and slavery. The 
women must nOll-co-oper;::tte with men until their griev .. 
ances are redressed. EverJ' organic growth starts from 
within and any superstructure imposed on society without 
the consent of tho,e under it is an mcpbus from which 
society suffers. The elevation of women is not in .the 
hands of men but they must educate themselves and 
assert their equal rights in human society to which they are 
entitled by the law~ of nature and Providence. There are 
in India to-day women who are doctors, barristers, inspectors, 
te':lchers, orators and poets. Tpe Indian never consider~d 
Ulis as unwomanly and has been encouraging it. As 
larger numbers of women receive education and assert 
their rights in societies as huma II beings the traces of 
oppo~ition still linf;ering in the orthodox mind will vaoish 
away. In the Ramlkrishna mission and in the Arya Samaj 
there are devoted women workers carrying pn institutions 
for the care. of orphans, the nursing of the sick and the 
teaching of the young. The Begum qf Bhopal has ahown 
an enlighteneq policy among her subjects. The movement 
for the" am~lioration of women .is a national movement 
and it is not confined to one particular class or race. rne 
transformation to modern life of social service from the 
secl\ld~d life behind the purdah is one of the marve1101.ls 
achievements of Indian Nationalism. Those who have 
come out hlve been abJe to assume from the beginnillg 
their nJ.turaI womanly place- as leaders of national advance 
in all that is gOf)d, and the e,duc.:lted men of India have 
lmmediately a!:Gepted this Ct.S ~heir cherished ideal. Tqey 
speak with prtae and admiration of the women who 
are lea.dilli the WtY, and respond generously when their 
symp4thies are c1aim"d for filla]lciaJ and other $upporti 
The Bombay alid Madras corporations have admitted 

28 



210 'lHE DEVELOPMENT OF DEMcCRACY IN n,DI.A. 

some women as comnllSSlOners· Many Indian women 
presided over provincial conferences and some CIre office 
holders in the Indian National Congress. It IS 'really a 
1 ity that educ::tted Indians heS!itate to movejorward when 
the safety and well-being of their own families are 10 

jeopardy. The dead hand of custom lies he ... vy on the 
land and the Indian IS slow to relieve h~ own daughter 
and sister from the thraldom of repressive customs and 
to educate them so that they may prove useful citIzens 
in the greater India that IS in the making. The grt .. at 
difficulty in their way is the opposition which they meet 
wIth from their ignorant elderly females. The pubhc press 
is strongly advocating the causE' of emancipation of J ndian 
women and there are healthy features of their early attain
ment of equal status wlth men. A writer in Modern Review 
saY!5, "In India woman has vegetated rather than ,lived 
the full life. She has not attamed the status which 's 
hers by birth-right. She has not been granted the 
advantages of an independen t human being, nor has she 
given to th~ nation at large an impetus towards develop
ment. She has been cribbed and cabined aGd her ,growth 
impeded." A writer in the Arya Patnka writes, "Looking 
on woman as a negligible factor, we have monopolised all 
departments of thought and activity to ourselves, and our 
treatment has been unjust in the extreme. To some, who 
have to pay large dowries for their daughters, the very 
birth of a female child is unwelcome. Those who become 
widows lead miserable lives; tneir presence is tnauspicious, 
and they are denied <\11 comforts of life. Man may marry 
as often as he pleases, bllt woman only opee. Man may 
improve his health, take an open air exercise; but woman 
must remain a prisoner in the "black holes" of our houses
rlot homeS'. Man may win laurels in universities, but 
woman should not dream of knowing the 3 R's. Man may 
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go to foreign countries tv learn various arts and sciences 
but woman should not be given even chances of knowing 
how to handle a needle. Is not such a treatment of 
woman a disgrace to humaflity? Mere tajk of nationalism 
does not produ~e a nation; it. should be obvious to every 
man in India that the future of the country depends upon 
its motherhood. \Ve may hold a hundred political con
gresses and conferences; we may talk as much as we ~ill of 
our new-born nationalism; but never shall we make an 
inch of progress as ::t nation unles.3 and until we solve this 
problem." The educdtcd classes in India neither get a 
fair start in their childhood-, nor can they break the chains 
of narrow home 1 raditions in )atcr life. The bonds of 
dste and other evil cLlstoms whi.;h now cut so deeply, 
w(.uld be loosened at once if the home were an educated 
home. The eVIl catlsed by the ignorance at home works 
in manifold ways. The un,,:ducated mothers, often them
selves mere children, have little else to teach their own 
little ones but fabulous legends and old-world superstitions. 
The child's .mind is plastic in youth and the mother's 
teacbing however foolish leaves an iudellble impression. The 
effect of having. one section of society educated 10 modern 
ways and others living in the old world of the past will 
create strange anomalies in Indian family life. At school 
the mind of the Indian boy is visIbly confused. He li\'es 
in an atmosphere of bewilderment, Life IS divided for him 
into two separate compartnlents-the public life at schOOl 
and the social life at home. He finds a great contradic
tion between the two and arty reconcilia tion on his part 
is beyond bis reach. Th'=! Indian women have patiently 
abided With the .disabilities unposed 'on them and she 
ungrudgingly st bmitt,;d to the regulations however drastic 
they had been. TQ.e Indian woman has not only shown 
much patience but she. sedulously sought the welfare of 
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man and did 'everything in rntr JY.lwer to maintain the 
family reptttati()ft. The welfarE' of the rtation demands to
day not only that she should continue to do her work for 
the welfare of the family but ttiat she should also snare 
the burden ()f pnblic life with Mre same patienee, diligence, 
and protnptitude which had been her characterstics in 
family life. Without the co· operation of women nothing 
can be achieved. Her counsel and acti\re assistance is 
absolutely necessary in n";!.tional regeneration. There are 
a large number of avenues of public life wherein woman is 
best fitted to serve the nation. Generally women are more 
kind-hearted than men. She feens more tenderly than man 
because her traini ng as mother has developed that faculty 
in her to a very large extent. Every Indian woman despIte 
her age and position, feels such motherly tenderness, but 
the Indlan women have a chance to humanise our reform 
movements, to liven them up with motherly love and 
charity. Women in other parts of the world have contri
buted very largely to the evolution of the human race. In 
times of war women played the great part of -nursmg the 
sick and wounded and helping man in ve(y many other 
ways on the field of battle when their national indepen
dence was at stake. There is ample scope for public work in 
tunes of peace. They can be teachers, doctors, artists, 
musicians, industrialists and thousand al1d one occupations 
in which men are employed. 

LEGISLATION 

There is also a good deal to be do ne in legislation. 
The Hmdu father leaves al1.ois property movable and 
unmovable to his sons and nothing can be ,claImed in law 
by a daughter by the right of inheritance as a son claims. 
No doubt woman bas a right to hold f exclusively some 
property known as StritJJr,anll b1rt the rigb t s of inheritance 
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in her father's estate do oot disclose a lIberal heart in a 
Hindu father. The condition of a Muhammadan daught~r 
is not so bad as that of ber Hindu !.ister. 1n a prOgressive 
and civilised community such utter neglect of daughters' 
rights of inherit~nce when t~re are sons is to be rectified. 
The sister is thrown among bhandus to inherit to her 
brother. The widow of a pre-deceased son in a jOlDt 
family has no legal right to be maintained against her 
father-in·law who has no a'ncestral property in his hands. 
It is not the province of this little book to quote aU the 
disabilities of Hindu women. It is simply suggested that 
human legislation must be so directed as to secure the 
~tatus of woman a.s an equal of man. So also in the OUt"a 

ahic law. The husband can divo'rce his wife by talak ;ith
out any mistake shown on the p.ut of the wife. The son 
of a pre-deceased son of a Muhammadan while there is 
another son surviving him at his death cannot inherit .,to 
his grandfather along with his uncle. 

These are only some of the many incidents which 
require some legi'jlativc reform. But in other matters 
society must be taught of the existing evils and self-reform 
must originate 'of ite own accord. We are all human beings. 
V,,'c art: expected to know our responsibilities and legislation 
cannot always come to your help. Crimes occur every 
day not because penal laws are not stringent but mora! 
fibre in society \s very weak. 

Excessive legislation is always the symptom of a 
diseased society. It IS the excessive and stringent legisla
tion of Manu and other smtiti ·wri ters that makes the Hindu 
what he is ttl-dal. "The mote corrupt a state is, the more 
legislation it has," says Tacitus. The essential privilege 
of law is to defen~ the canon of equ~1ity that all must have 
equal treatment by the I,w, as the broad inevitable reenl tant 
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right of free citizenship, A state can progr.,ess only when 
eVery citizen can feel that law protects his rights' and the 
assuranc~ that no injustice will be done to him creates a 
healthy sense of independence which is a necessary element 
ot true progress. When common men and women ... are 
afraid of the inequality of law, they fall on evi'l way:>. Socie! y 
becomes rotten when one citizen as against another can 
overpower him or undermine him by law wtelded with an 
uneven hand. Law becomes a curse in human society. 
Justice conserves the rights of all and commands the duties 
of all, issues its decrees that right and duty must dwell 
together in the peace lof mutuality. In this mutuality of 
rights and of duties both can be evolved into that harmony 
wherein law is vindicated; force restrained and progless 
made possible. Then only peace becomes the every-day 
achievement of social life. 

EDUCATION 

The burOlng topic of the day is what is the educa
tion that should be imparted to our Indian y.ouths. Sir 
John Seely, the histonan, referring to the discussion 1Il lhe 
British Parliament in 1833, says, " Never on this earth Wc.lS 

a more momentous questIOn dlscus~ed," and'it can 'be well 
Slid now, never was greater havoc done to the intellectual 
prvgress of India than when they decided in favour of 
English education in India in accordance with the famous 
minute of MacauLty. The English education is very costly 
and soul-killing, for the Indians have to master the idiom, 
the spelling and the pronunciation of a foreign language 
and much of their life-time is wasted in learning the lan
guage itself. What after all is the gooJ done by English 
Universities to Indict? After a centu'ry of Enghsh 
education 01. r man-hood has degenerated. Better bId 
good-bye to such curriculam of educa,.tion than s till cling to 
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it. English education can never elevate the people of 
IndIa. There is the element of discord ingrained in 
it. The English edQCation is developing Elave
mentality. People receive Elilglish education only to get 
some appointment in the British g,,:wernment. So in all 
government offices we find the jealousy betwec.n clerk and 
clerk, officer and officer each complaining that his setyice 
and university qualifications are overlooked. The English 
school is a factory to manufacture such clerks whose out
look is carrying tales against e1.ch other before their sup~

riors so that their claims may he well looked after. It 
tr,\ins the mind of the youth to a sort of cringing mentality 
which is detrimental to the healthy progress of society. 
What afkr all is the nature of the e::ducation imparted in 
English schools? An IndIan student is not taught Indian 
history. 1 t is only an optional subject while Englir"h history 
is cot.opulsory. Ne definite line of study is adopted to 
enable a man to be successful in his routine of profession. 
A man b:::comec;; a mathematics gradu<lte studying Differen
tlal Calculus and Astronomy and undergoes training in the 
law colle&e for a year or two and hecomc<j a lawyer. He 
will have nothing to do wIth them in a court of law nor has 
a Chemistry gradu lte with his knowledge of Chemistry, nor 
a Physics graduate, with his knowledge of Physics. Yet 
one must become a graduate in any of these branches before 
be can ~ tep into any class in the law college. Such is the 
sort of education which Enghsh Universities are imparting 
in India. Knowledge of Chemistry IS useful for techno
logical students. Is there one technological institute in 
the whole of Indi~? Physics/and Chemistry are useful to • students preparing for industrial studies. Is there one well-
equipped industrial ~stitute 10 the whole of India l' Then' 
can never be an empuer. boast than that the study of 
Macauhy :1nc1 Bnrke created Jove of freedom in the Inilian 
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neart. The Persians, t~ Arabi at¥i the Afgbans are far more 
in advance 'in the development of self-goverllme~ in their 
countries. Why? Have they ev'W read Macaulay. or Burke 
or Milton or Shelley? The J.3uddhistic cul.tur~ e~ten~d as 
far as the Caspian Sea, the Islands of Japan the Malay 
Peninsula and Ceylon and its civilisation b~came the 
leading fac.tor in Asian history during the-.teign of a sing1e 
sovereign, Asoka. What do you say of Enghsh culture 
beiog hammered on the minds of J ndian youths for over a 
century? It has produced barren effects in spi~e of the 
great temptations held out before it of securing of high 
lucrative appointments under the British government. The 
English culture 10 India is like a house of cards which will 
tumble down by the slightest touch of some employment 
in some government office. It can never invoke the zeal 
fo: rIghteousness in the Indian youth. Bits of aJgebra, 
geometry, scraps ot historical knowledge and a confUSIOn 
in the idiom of English language are some of the attain
ments of an Indian youth after a laborious sturly in English 
schools, going to ichool regularly like a jatka horse fully 
harnessed from morn till ~ve. On the other hand' Sanskrit 
education has elevated many Englishmen and Europeans. 
It presented before their intellectual gaze the treasures of 
Aryan cl.llture, and a.. knOWledge of the inner forces working 
m man. Wilson's policy would have borne greater benefi. 
cent results than the root·and-branch methods of Macau
lay who wanted to sweep away all Hmdu cultlJre, every
thing of the past and to modernise entirely on EnglIsh 
lines-to write on the clean slate of the Indian mind the 
\'lord" English." The school of educ.ttlonists that followed 
mm took up the parallel afforded by the Roman Empire as 
their ideal and justification and quoted ~it in season and 
out of season.. JllSt as the prOVillCeS of Caul and Spain 
were Romanis-ed, so they imagined that India would be 
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anglicis~ by educat~Qn. . They openly d~reP tba~, r~' 
wished to ~ake ed~ated Indian" I, more English tbaR ~e 
English." I J~lw.U quote tpe o.(?\Qton of C. F. Andrews.' th.e 
s~at English ep.ucati9nist prtocipal ot a first grade C911~e 
at Delhi, on thi$ point: . , 

'i 
"A deeper st\lrly of! Roman h;5tory might have che~e~ their 

et3thusiasm. Dill and Bigg have in recent years PQinted o~t, ll!l»-' 
ruinous the Romanising proceSs was. The forme:r writer piGtures. to 
LIS the educated classes In Gaul writing bad complimentatt Latin 
verSes to one another, while their own people were sinking beneatlf ia 
weight of debt and evil custom. The latter wtiter *arrates what 
happened, in the following trenchant words: .. The RomaQ IIcbeol. jn 
the province$ aimed at producing good govBrn~nt officials aDd 
\?8 officials whom they sent forth In crowd~ were corrupt, iIl$Ol~nt, 
servile, and incapable. They aimed at producing poets, historians, 
orators, and men of letters. Yet the more they projected their 
&y~tem, the more did art and letters decline. \Vhat was wAnted WAs 
a Iite'rature of the people. There were plenty of men ..tao _ht 
have written it, but they were condemned to silence by the lyraQDY 
of the wmdy, vapouring ·'rhetori<:." Dr. Bigg goes on to show \tow 
only by the lQ(hgenous growth of the Clmstian ~b.urch, appealiQg 
in its hymns and vernacular writings to the hearts of common people, 
was the situation sal'ed from utter ruin. Other consIderations might 
have exposed the fallacy of ~upposed parallel to the Roman empite. 
Gaul and Spain' were very scantily peopled; probably the combined 
population of both provinces was only 2 mIllions. India consist .. 
to-day of a population of JU millions. Again Gaul and Spain were 
almost destitute of culture, litetature, religion and civilisation. India 
can point to one of the most Imposmg civilisatlons and religiou!> 
develoI}ment!> in the world. The Indian pa.!>t 15 no blank page. It 
i!> rather like a.n illuminated manu!>cflpt. partly wotn awa.y and 
needing revI!:.ion, but sttll mo!ot precious for the !:.ubject matter it 
contains. To heglect the past .of India is to fall to utilise the de.e~St 
springs of Indian national life. The id~ of 3n&licisiDg over 300 
mllliqll people s~teretl in tbousands of vmages, needs only to be 
stated to r~veal its inherent impossibility." 

The Engli.tal) education has stamped out aU origiqa
lily. and -instead of making all Indians Englishmen. it has 

99 
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~~dti t\\e~ 'il~f!s I Sf Engltsb c;u'ftufe, "aJ1et ~d! '~'Sh 
~rlH~Hs, ~~;i'tt~! ~~' E~g1i~b ltitlHsatiori 'imd' ~tte~ 
Of 'iE~ bUi'8adcraCf. Pdt arlyH1ing to be bUiti" upon 
~~:' ~ be \,1, basis. What t~ is the ft&il$ or ine 
present-day Indian culture?· Most' uf t'he YtrutM ( that 
C~dtta~ in the English Uni~ities have very little to 
'16B.rn"trom tbe past of their own country. The moment 
*iJef enter uPQn the course of their studies-prescribed fbr 
-,"ng them fit to enter on collegiat3 life, copies of 
Eaglish His.tOtT}' and EugHsh poems are compulsorily 
tattgbtand tht h\fitory of their Co:IRtry and their vernaolllar 
ate t)ut secondary sUbjects. The youth stands bewiklered 
at the very ontsC!t of his studies bec3m;e bis knowledge is 
uot linked with his home experience an~ a boy of eight is 
t-augbt hgwan English mother serves te. to her children, 
imr Eftglish boys play with snow balls and how English 
pea~nts go to seJI their adicles in English markets and 
so on. It is admitted on an hands that the Vedas contain 
the bistory, the cl11tdre, the art, the science, the pbilosophy 
and what not of Aryan culture. It the Hindu 
mind is to be linked to the achievements of their 
ancestors and the civilisation of a greater India is 
to be built, every Hindu youth must know what all 
is stated in tbe Vedas about the early Aryans 
and then the mind must be shown ftesh avenues 

" 

to dev~pp on lines ~hich our western brethren 
ha-. ~balked out for the rapid growth of human 
cililliUion. So 1011g as t~ Vedas are not popula
ri~a 'and .eholars and critics have not brought them 
wltbip tbe common knowledge of every Hindu it will be 
impossible for any Hindu to baild up a \:night futute for 
his C01lJltry on hiS glorious past. By this i't should never 
be llnderstocx1 t'h4t an we require for emf modem progress 
had' already been thought out and described in the Vedas 
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~ we ~v~ siQ.lpl)' to blindly {ollQw the c;ano~1i o( la, 
tJ;.ereio 4~. If you ta~~ tbf; Hist?rr 0( El1f~ y~ 
will f~ that ~~rp Eu~~ 1$ t~ Mndiwork of ~ut~ 
~Qd E~~aws. The (1)8 i.t~oed Reformation ana t~ 
o~her RQoaissaJlCe. LQrCj1 ~Gt~ says tPat rpodern EurQ~ 
ilJ thq c;om\?ination of Ref9r~atjon and Renaiasa~~ 'J;'~ 
si;cteenth century in EQro~ witnessed Iln Qp.bea"al and a. 
change which were due to Renaissan(.:e aQd Refofm~ti.gn of; 
Religion. The former stirred more eliipeciaUy tbe r~ 
middle classes and made them eager and even Ipo~ 
clamo.rous in their demand for t.pe fE!fOf1:r~ of ~~~n~ 
abuses. But if Reformation had Q,ot come to ~ aid ~nd 
&ir~ the new proi1essive Impulse European Hi.t9fY 
would have been as dark as it was before the 16tb century, 
The Reformation did not stop with the nUPdlc , ~tasStCs 
only, it went deeper aod moved the masses. 'the tw.Q 
movements together created a new social and po1itic·~i 
order. The English edu~tion no doubt brought new ideas. 
Dew culture, now civilisation and new manners, b\1t if the 
old Aryan ideas, culture, civilisation had beeD adjusted ~o 
tl1e new Ideas, there would certainly have been Ren~issanQe 
and RefQrmaticm also would have prPi~ed in ral?fsl 
stri~. But his past is condemned and tbe ioglonqus 
med!aer~. Indi<l is looked upon as the p~st, and {be 
E"gliih ~ucation by its strong contra$t with th~ medi
aeval ~t and its il)tolerance of any other ~ulture but Its 
o)Vn has made the Hindu a wIeck in cu)tur~, for he; caqno~ 
,tand on his own, for he has .a cOQt~mpt for it because he 
is igoorant of it, par can he assimila~e the new on ~~U{1t 
of it, int~aDCe wi~h the system inte> .which it wa~~& to 
fit it~. The J¥l8wt is that the fOreiBn civilisation i.s 
~rated QQt Gi the lPcijal) national Qr&~uism. 1( ~b,ere-~ 
to ~ a real ~! m the couAtry the Hind.p mu.* ~ 
~1aI~ with ~U ~l¥n is cOlltaineq in ~he V. an4. 
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.nhbe Iii_ '4Ilh:~ !~of{~ets:lttt \titb 'tben\" be "must' ~ ,~~ 
ibe',C~~$\ tJf .~\:it'h~ W~q dntli ofwb.t ~ ~be. TfJe 
Mussalmab tbUst 'be' made tamitiar witb' Q'..tr'an whtcb· is a 
teHgih-!'OCtal;eeonomie-p(jli~icat~'fl,sthry of the Arabs. Then 
8le':Mu8Qa'lman must be tnaa~ to re~lise that a11lity "ith 
c:it\ter races of India is absolutely necessary for his social 
anti religious well-being and he must be fam'ifial'iged with 
the'l1loderrt notions tha<t are cOhvuJsing th; peoples of the 
earth. So also the Bible may be taugh t. The Indian 
must be ma:de familiar with the history of the past of his 
own r:lte, l1e mast be taught bis own vernacular, mathe
matics and sc:'ience, painting, drawing, sculpture, 'industrial 
StUdies and aiS a matter "{)f option fOf3ign languages as 
English, French, etc. At present the reverse process is 
adopted.. Too much prominence is given to the study of 
e.nglish language and English History while his knuwledge 
of his country and vernacular is a blank page. His rach} 
i'nstincts do not allow him to think as an Englishman 
dob.s in the Eng1i;h language and so the Indian does not 
shine well either in English or in his vernacula'r, on account 
Qf want of racial back-ground in the former and his 
ignorance of the latter, and :il large amount of vitality is 
s~nt away in mastering the idiom of a foreign language. 
Veilas, Qur"an and Bible are to be taught not with 
sectarian religious motives but as a course of secular studies 
to know what all the ancients h,ld thought of God and 
miltt and what their ancient social and political institutions 
~e~. "Flow many Hindus are spending lots of Rupees in 
btnlding new temples white the uld temples are in ruins 
and l'lopody can he found tb light a lamp in them ~ 'they 
ate {h thetr turn after a few years ab~doned br men, 
Most dt them Qecome the abodes of b1ts anti vetrnin. '&s' 
ah~ Hlydu 'co.rpb' for",!ard to po~u]atis~ t1le ~g? Ha~ 
the ftiwdu~ ev<Sr formed an association to publiSh the fbar 
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Vedas and Upanishads in.la cheap and popular editiot1.so 
that it may be within the easy reach of every Hindu who 
must know t~etD. Are there vernC\cular translations of the 
Vedas? Are they published \:ompletely in any vernacular 
with vertlaculat annohtiooSt so that they may be within 
the easy comprehension of the masses? Unle3s Hinduism 
awakens from its apathy to the Vedas and refuses to base 
its doctrines on subsequent texts as Puranas and l\1abat
myams and the Hindu goes to the root of religious doctri
naire there can never be a hope of a regenerated Illdia. After 
the Bible was popularised old truths, long hidden under 
Papal error, were re-discovered by the reformers. The blessed 
~ible which the Roman Church. had done its utmost to 
destroy and keep ;t away from the people, was printed in 
the language of the people and it shed its glorious llght 
wherever It was read. Thollsands and tens of thousands 
shook off the intolera ble yoke of Rome, gave up its degtad
i ng idolatry and became protestants. The night of error 
passed away and the day of truth and liberty broke over 
the world. ,A great historical criticism developed about 
the incidents of the Bible. A sort of higher criticism 
about tbe transcendental affairs also appeared on the scene. 
If any clergyman says. II The Bible says so and so" the 
reformer asks "what about historical criticism? What 
about the higher criticism? Are you sure that what you 
say is authentic, and that there are not many interpola
tions found therein, that many errors may not have crept 
in ? Why should any partiC¥1ar book be kept sacred, 
while all the sCliptures of the world have to justify 
themselves in the face of scholatahip,. in the face of know· 
ledga.? Real .icriptures do not suffer by wide"spread 
circulation essentially. Only the dross is burnt away and 
the pure gold .fem!Jins. The Veda should be thrown into 
.. f.urnace .Qf critiqism ~without any fear or doubt, knowiD~ , . 


