
Indian Politzes Series-I. 

NON-CO-OPERATION 
IN THE 

SPECIAL CONGRESS 

COMPILED AND EIHTED BY 

JITENPRA NATH KUSARY, B.A. 

S::'.I.~ OFPTA .& co. 
5, COLLEGF .sQUAHE,·CALCUTTA. 

Price six ann(tB O'nly. 



T1I be haaof :-
SEN {,I-UPTA & CO., 

5, .College Square, Calcutta.. 
~RAKRAVAH1Y CliATTERJ~E & Co., LTD 

15,'ColJegc Sqarc Calcutta. 
SAR:.i."\..V.O\TJ·L'l.BRARY, 

62-~. H')Tflson Road, Caicutta. 

Prinit'd by. .J. C.~"'!.hosh at the COTTON 
. PRESS, "" __ Harri,.,on Rd., Calcutta. 

Publish('d by [he Editor, I, Huzuq 
Mull Lan~, Calcutta. 



PUBLISHER'S PREFACE. 

Non-eo-operation is undoubtedly the most m:oiffien~ 
tous question of the day, It has been exerCising the 
mind of the nation to sueh an extent as was never 
be~re, seen. I have accordingly collected in this 
booklet all the specche,~ delivered by the great nation­
alist leaders at the special session of the Indian Nationa1 
Congress held in the early part of. $eptember la.st. If 

,~~ .ii . 

this venture proves su<'ces"ful I'ilt\end to bring out a 
second part givi;ng the vi~::~ Non-co-opetatiJn 
of the leader" of the differetlit*rties and the leading 
papers in the country. 

CALCU'rT A. " 

1st. Oct9ber, 
1920. 

PUBLISHRR. 



NON-CO-OPERATION 
INTBE 

SPECIAL CON GRESS· 
The Spt'Cial Se-.;sion of tlH' Indian National Congress m~l-- . 

-in Calcutta on 4th.Septemher. 1920. Thc mosl mom~s 
.questlon discussed was non-eo-operation. Thl' discus­
..;ion look plar.(' on Rth Seph'mller and ·votes w('n' taken 
.on the following day. Th(' followiuK an' the summaries of 
the most important spc('chc:s rklivt'red 011 tht· (l(Ta~i()n :-

Mr. B. Chakraborty. 

Mr. B. Chakraborty, Presidt'llt of the I<!'ception COIH­
milkl" in course of hi..; speech made HI!' fc)llowing remarks 
-un non-eo-operation :--. 

Fellow ddegat('~, till' Punjah and Khilafat combinl~ 
have led on to th{' C)ue!>tion of nOI1--ru-op{'ratioll--whcther ' 
we shall adopt it in principiI' ,Uld if so, ho'*' far Wt' may pllt 
it in practice. The~' questi()n~ .. -both of th~ --hristl(> with 
difficultit's and I should not be willing ·- ('WIl if I were a1*-­
to anticipate your prohahle dl'c1Sion upon them. Perhaps 
it will he trl'ely acknowlt'dged that on thl' principle of non­
(:o-operation we an' all united, and it will be ackl1owl~d 
equally freely that upon details WI : difft'T. Y ('1, jf noll-&>­
operation is to be USt'd as a political weapon (··-and for me 
the movement has no meaninK or significance unless it is used 
as a political weapon)-if it i:-. to ht' used as a weapo!\ fo~ 
checking. and para1YSi~'iht> activities of the Bureallcra.c'/. 
it is these details of po y which will really count. S~.j 
for myself, I must hum ly confess that I am not clear ill 'IlIj ' .. . , . 
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mind' iLoout tht'~l' (ktaib'-a>. to how far and how gradually 
tbt!-t'may he put in practiC(', So far as Bengal is connft'TlCd 
this doctrine of n011-c~opjlia.tion is no new thing, We h':d 
prt.'acht'd it and tried it" in Bengal during the anti-partiti~l 
agitation, thoPtgh undf'r a diffenmt name. We harl tl..;,o 
suggested the adoption of some of the same methods as have 
since been laid down by Mahatma Gandhi' and tht, Central 
Khilafat Committt'e, Thf' surrender of honorary offices, 
~ttlcment of disput('s by private arbitration, th(! boycott· 
of Government schools, thl! boycott of tht, Legi~latiW' ('ounei .. " 
non-participation tIl Government functiuns and a \'igorou~ 
prusecution of th(' Swa~I('shi Were some of the m('thods we 
pursued. It is true that it wa,. at that timl' a merely pro.in­
cial matter. 11 is abo trll!' tha t our Mahomerlan brethren 
\wn' not only not with liS at til(' tinH' but against II~, That 
was, however, hefol'(' til(' Jalianwalla Bag. The- Khilafat 
<pl{'stion is also with \1" now for the first time. Our ('};periencel'­
in Be'ngal in thf' pa!'ot. 1 n'grd to say, do not justify us in 
taking a vcry hopeful view of the suc('('ss of th(' non-co-opera­
tion programme now adnmnratforl. But it JIla~' he we havl' 
been unfortuIlate" ~n our ('xperience in Bt'ngal. TIlt' progress. 
of e\"(;'nts botJ~ in and out of India and the onward mar~h 
of ttimt' may have brollght about a change. Whether it il'­
so or not will ht, a matter for your consideration. Mean­
while, and p<'uding your final decision,here is one aspect 
IJf the question as it pre~cnts itself to me. The British peoplE' 
bave no moral right to t'xpt,'Ct or dE'mand any co-operation 
hom us. I have nt'ver harl much faith in tht, moral platitude 
~bout the British advent being in tht' nature of a Divint' 
mli~tion; and now, with tht, example of the· Punjab 
~url'aw:racy vivid befort, my ey'e" , I haw less faith tltan 
eWIIJn this sort of SE'ntimental cauf The British came hete, 
as I l\'ive said, originally for eXp'loitation by. trade; trade 



3 l 
led to acquisition of territory; and acquisitioll of. territor.y 
ended in the establishment of a wide and .far.flung empire. 
Aild all the time tl1e empire has ~, growing and-the English 
h3\'e be!."n exploiting tiS for all that we are wottb-exploiting 
our-man-power, exploWng OUT money-power '00 exploiting , 
our enormous material resources. Thus the history of; 
British occupation can bt" easily written. The English 
Glnle for purposes of spoliatioll ; they haw stayerl here for i 
purposes of e~phli~~i~n and thr rdation between us has~, 
always that orlree, unchecked and unfiltered exploitat~ : 
Oil one side and tamt' subinis~i4m on the uther. Grave ~ 
thl' situation was even before the war. it has become infinitely 
grq.v(·r to-day owing to thl' genrral disturbance caused by 
the war in the {'conomic condition of the whole world, The 
ind"pendent nations are devising various measures to 1'4'­

establish nomlal conditions which trained intelligenct' 
may he able to devist'. TIWSt' sentiments may sound harsh 
and unpalatable to pt'opk who deal in rose-water senti­
JIIentalities and talk abuut changes III the angle of vision. 
But they are a plain !>takm('/]t of brutal fact, and rose-water 
st'ntimentalities· . arc an - insufficient suP!;titute for f~t. 
In these circumstances, and when we find th'lt the humane 
and civilized ».ritish. .. Goverwnent is rc:a.dy ~~t trample upon 
all consideration~ of justice •. humanity· and. .libftiy", i!)i~ne.yer 
it-maY··suit its. .purpo~ .to dl,> . ~9. wha~. ~re we to do? How 
('~n-;e- pr~tect and preserve our self-respect" r '. ' .. " 

To protect ourselves and to protect our self-respect we 
must bring about a' change in the mentality, the attitude. 
the aims and the methods of the Government. This is 
obvious, but bow is it to be done? We -are-powerless eVeDl 
if we baa the inclinati~to effect it by a resort to physial 
force: that is, by an ed revolution. What ia tlIm .. Jhe., 
alternative? ' Wec:'ann t associate ourselves with tile ~ 
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.~ and mark our condemnation of it by an emphatic 

.~ against its mentality. attitude, aims. and methods . 

.. }lany suggestions have been made by various thinkers hut 
it appears to me that the application of the remedy suggesLed 
is fraught wi1!l difficulties and is a matter which will fpquiTl' 
deeper and graver deliberation. One thing. however, is obvious 
to me that whatever remedy may be accepted must b(~. a 
remedy of a penn anent character and not merely of a tentative 
_re dictated by our indignation caused by the Punjah 
a,irocities and the Khilafat policy. One such remedy surely 
is an efiQ(:tive endeavour to destroy our cconoIlli~. serfdom 
and tht: bondage of foreign exploitation. India i~' looking 
round to discover what other m('an;< there may be short 
of a bloody revolution to enable a subject nation to attain 
its goal. I pray to God that He in His eternal wisdom, 
may enlighten this Assembly and so inspire thl: collective 
and combined wisdom of the nation a<; to find the necessary 
solution. 

In passing I may allud~! to a recent event which may 
also solve the problem and ~ave the situation. This I say 
in the interest o(,the Empire itself. Why not grant Inrna tht, 
ume kind of independence to deal with her own affairs as you 
bfve done inEgypt? Have a commercial treaty with India 
in the same way as you arc having with Egypt to safeguard 
aU your vested commer{'iai interests and leave us to ourselves 
to find out our own salvation. One matter is certain; things 
cannot go on any longt'f in the same way as they have done. 

Lal. Lajpat Rai. 

In course of his opening speech the President of the Special 
oCongres.", made the following re~rks on non-eo-operation :­

~t tJi~ meeting of the AU-lnjia Congress Committee. 
wtJ~ 5aMtioned the con\"t.~uing vf this special session, it 
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was proposed by Mr. Gandhi that, as a protestaglilh$t the 
TurkiSh Peace Treaty and the decision of the Government 
ill 'regard to the Punjab affairs, that Committee Should re~ 
commend a programme of Non-co-operation. to ~be co~ntry-. 
Mr. t;andhi's programme of Non-co-operatron ln~luding tb1!' 
boycott of the Reformed Councils. The All-Ind.iIi\ Congx-ess 
Committee considered that it was not within its . COJi\­
petence to accept this. proPQSition a~ It was opposed ?to'. 
the Resolution of the Amrit~ar Congres.,>. rela.ti~g ~o .t~ 
Reform Scheme. It did nof, at the same tune, thmk it flih\;. 
to dispose of the matter without giving the country, as a 
whole, an opportunity of pronouncing on it. So it has 
off~~d the whole matter to this Special Session. 

The qut'stion has since then been widely discussed in 
the country, on the platform and in the pres.';. The Central 
Khilafat Committee under the leadership of Mr. Gandhi 
have already started their campaign of Non-co-operation. 
Some Provincia) Congrcs,; Committees have. by a majority' 
of votes, accepted the principle of Non-co-0IX'ration, but have 
recommended no action, pending the decisiol' of tbis assem~ 
bly. The question is very much agitating the public mind 
and has divided the country into two opposing "tamps. On 
both sides are rangcd revl."red and rcs]X'cted leaders. Mucft 
ft.·eling has bt·cn imported into the discus.r;ion. Under the 
circumstance;;, I have decided that. as President of this 
assembly, the proper course for me at this stage is to refrain 
from expressing any opinion on this subject. 

This. however. does not prevent me form making some 
general observations on the subject. Befo{"P we consider 
Non~-operation, let us start with Co-ope.rrn. Co-opera-. 
tion of the' people with t\1! Government is ~ one c4 ~ I 
two assun\~ions, either ,that the Government re~ 
them, c)r tbat'i\eCovemment is there to protect their intlre:stii; 
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Now in India thr first of these two assumptions cannot 
hold good. The scrond is unhappily in the course of .being 
shattered to pieces, if not already gone. Co-operation wtth 
Government, again, is of two kinds: one enforcible by law 
and therefore compuLo;ory" for example, the payment of tt-xes, 
or serving the anny under conscription; the other is ,'ohm­
tary, for example, accepting Government service or joining 
the Councils or so on. In the casc of the former eveT\' 

refusal is punishable. :\~ for" the la.tter, there you have t~) 
<listinguish betwe('n co-opcration which is obviously for 
eountry'~ bt:llcfit and that which is not so. Co-operation 
determined solely or mainly by economic consideration.; 
can only be rciusrd, if Wt' can finel economic alternatives, 
Co-operation inspired by considerations of honour and 
dignity can be casily rcius(·d if the Illmtality of the pcopll' 
regarding honour and dignity can be charged. Last, but 
not the least, in the samp clas~ you may consider co-operation, 
which giVt.'S you opportunitil'~ of :-en'ing your country by 
attacking the citadels of power and privilege from tlw insi<\I> 

Co-operation or refusal of it, then must be judged hy 
(a) its obligatOly or voluntary nature (b) by its economic 
conscq\lr\lc~s (e) by it~ inhC'rent morality and (d) by its 
Iltility as a weapon of attack or defence. . 

Co-operation which is immoral or which makes you a 
tool of a foreign bureaucracy or whit:h leaves you no option 
but to give effect to their orders, stands on an entirely different 
footing from one which is obviously for the benefit of the 
country. S;milarly co-operatic II which is inspired by econo­
mic necessity stands' on a different footing from thl' one 
which is solely or mainly basl-d on considerations of honour 

aand dignity .. ,"Ii again you mU.'it consider if your refusal 
of cp-:operation prOCeeds from thE' defire to make an immediate 
effective itnpression on the GO\'emment or from the motive 
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·of habituating the people to take their destiny in their .own' 
hanqs. 

These, then, ~e the issue:; involved in the great question 
-o~ :Non-eo-operation. 

Mahatma M. K. ·Gandhi. 

On the fifth day of the session of the special Cougres." 
Mahatma M. K . Gandhi mO\'cd tIll' following mClll.ol'8.ble . 
resolution on non-co-operatioll :-

"In view of the fact that on tll<' Khilafat question bQth 
the Indian and Imperial Governmenl" have signally failed 
in their duty towards the Mussalm:tn.; of India, and th(~ 

Prime Minister has deliberately hrohn his pledged word 
gi"en to them and that it is the duty of every non-moslem 
Indian in every legitimate manner to assist his Mussalman 
brother in his attempt to remon: the religious calamity 
that has owrtakt'n him . 

And in vicw of the fact that in the matter of the events 
of the April of 1919 both the said Governments have_ grossly 
neglected or failed to protect the innocent people of the . 
Punjab and punish officers guilty of unsoldierly and barbarous 
behaviour towards them and have exonerated Sir Michael 
O'Dwyer who proved himself directly or indire~ly responsible 
for most of the official crimes and callous to the sUfferfngs 
of the people placed under his administration and that the 
Debate in the House of Commons and specially in,.tb,.e House 
of Lords betrayed a woeful lack of sympathy with the peopl\~ 
of Indilil and showed virtual support of the systematic terro­
rism and frightfulness adopted in the Punjab and that tbe 
latest ~ieeregal pronouncement is proof of entire absence of. 
repentense in the matters of the Khilafat abd the Punjab., 

This Congress is of clpinion that there can be no c.ntent­
meqt in I~ without cedress of the two afore-m«:,nrtoned 
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wtongs and that the only effectual means to vindicate national 
honour and to.prc:-vent a repetition of similar wrongs in future 
is the establishment of SW(~1'ajyQ. This Co·ngress is further 
of opinion that there is no course left open for the people of 
India but to avprove of and adopt the policy of progresSlve 
iIon.iviolent Non-eo-operation inaugurated by Mr. Gandhi 
until the said wrongs are righted and Swarajya is established. 
... ~nd in as much as a beginning should be made by the 
classes who have hitherto moulded and represented public 
oprhion and in as much as Government conwhdates its 
power through titles and honours be::.to,,;ed 011 the people, 
through schools contro]ll'd by it. its law-courts and its Legis­
lative Councils, and in as much as it is desirable in the pro­
sei-ation of the movement to take the minimum risk and to 
call for tlll' least sacrifice compatihle with the attainment of 
the desired object, this Congress earnestly advises--

(a) surrt'nrler of titles and honorary offices and resignation 
from nominated seats in local bodies ; 

(b) refusal to attend Government I,('vees, Durbal'S, and 
other official and semi-official functions held by Government 
officials or in their honour; 

(c) graduaJ withdrawal of children from school.... aI).d 

colliges owned. aided or €ontrolled by Government and in 
place of such schools and colleges establLo;hment of National 
Schools and Colleges in the various Provinces : 

(d) gradual boycott of British courts hy lawyen:. and 
litigants and establishment of pri\'ate arbitration courts by 
their aid for tht' settlement of private disputes; 

(e) refusal OIl the .part of the military, clerical and labour­
\ng clas!;es to offer themselves as recruits tor service in Meso­
petatoia; . 

. (fl ewithdrawal by candidates o~ their candidature foe 
election 10 the Reformed Councils ahd refusal on the part 
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of the voters' to vote for any candidate who ,may. despite th~· 
CongTess advice, offer himself for election; , 

(g) boycott or foreign goods ; 
And in as much as Non-co-operation bas been cpnceived 

as a' measure of discipline and self-sacrifice \tithout which 
no nation call make real progress, and mas ,mUch as , an 
opportunity should be , given in the very first !'ftqe of Non­
cO-Op<'~tion to c' .. ery man. wo~an and child. for such ~-, 
pline and self,'sacrifice, this Congre!lR ad,'jses adoption ~ft 
Swadeshi in piece goods on a vast scale, and in as much , d'f, 
the existing mills of India with indigenous Capital and cOlltmt, 
do not manufacture sufficient yarn and sufficient cloth f0r 
thc.equirements of the nation, and arc IIOt likely to do so 
for a long time to come. this CongH's5 advises immediate 
IItimulation of further manufacture on a large scale by means 
of n:\'iving hand-spinning in every hom(' and hand-w(!aving' 
on th(, part of the millions of weavers who ha\'e aband~netl 
their ancient and honourable calling for want of encourage­
ment," 

He said he wa<; mon~ than awan~ of thf' gra,'e n~spoll­
sibility that rested on his should(>rs in being privileged to 
move this re::solution and that his difficulties lS aJ~ theirs 
increased if they wen:' ablf' to adopt this resolution. JIe 
was also awan' that the adoption of ' the resolution would 
mark a definite change in the policy that the country had 
hitherto adopted for the vindication of the rights that be­
longed to it and its honour, 

After referring to the difference on this issue ~tw~en 
a large number of respected leaders and after remarkiag: 
that 'fie stood before them neither as a saint nor as a candidate 

" ,, 4 
for diet,atorship. he said that non-co--oPeration was not 
new thlng ~efore the c&untry. Non-CO-Operation had been 
a~ed at:"tu.adredsof meetinRS attended bv tru>uSands 
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'Of men ·and had been placed in working order since the Bt 

~ust by their Mussalman brethren and many of the.items 
in the resolution were now bcin~enforced. in a more or less 
intcl1se degree. If they passed the resolution it meant that 
everyone of them individually, to the extent that the item;;; 
~plit'd to him, had to eniorce it. Non-eo-operation was a 
lneaSlIre of di~ciphne and self-sacrifice. Unless they wen' 
able to fulfil these qualities of discipline and self-sacrifice, 
IloIl-c<roperation was ~n impossibility. He had been told 
that he was doing nothing but wreck the Congress and that 
hy bringing forward his resolution he would be breaking 
up the Congress and breaking ttp the political life of tilt' 
cuuntry (cries of no no). This Congress was not a part.v 
[)rganisation, hut a platform for all groups, for all pa;ties 
and a millmity need not leave this platform, need not leaV!' 
this organisation, but that minority might look forward to 
translating itself into a majority if its opinion commanded 
itself to the country. If. he foullu himself in a minority 
he would not go away from the Con~ress, but he would plead 
before them to convert hi~ minority into a majority. There 
were no two opinions as to the wron~ done to th:~ Khilafat. 
The Mussalman:; of India could not remain as honourable men, 
could not foftow the faith of their prophet, if they did not 
vin:lica.tc their honour at any cost. The Punjab hali been 
crudly, brutally t~eated, and it was the wrongs inflicted 
Oil thl~ Punjab which they and he-if they claimed' to bl' 
worthy sons and daughters of India-must be pledged to 
remove. It was in order to remove these two wrongs that th,e 
country had been agitatillg itself. How was the Congress 
to vindicate itself, to justify its existence and its h~nour, if 
it could not force justice from unwilling hands, if. it could 
not e~fo.rce clear, dist~nct repentllll1ce before' receiving a 
single ~ift however rich it might be. from those bloodstained 



II 

hand~ Therefore he had placed before the coUntry a. 
Scheme'of non-eo-operation- and he would ask them to reject 
any other schem& of non-eo-operation except. as detailed by 
him . 

.. I ventu~e to claim," continued Mr~ .~i "for this 
scheme of non-eo-operation that if there i§ s tlent response 
in the country, I make bold to reiterate the statement I 
have made that you can gain your' Swaraj' in one 'year 
(applause). But note one condition. Not the passing'of, 
this resolution by this vast assembly btlt the cnforceme.t 
of this resolution by the great audieneefrom day to day in 'a 
progressive manner, and progrt'ssivc stages have been fixed 
due regard being had to the condition of the country. There 
,t-va~ another way before the ('olmtry save non-eo-operation 

e" nd that was the dra~ the sword. But India docs not 
, sess the sword a;;'d1rlth~d"p-;::~;'sed the sword, I knew 
. n<iia would not have listt'ned to this gospel of non-co-opera­
tion (hear, hear and applansl'). I want to suggest to you that 
even if you want to wrest ju~tic(' from unwilling hands by 
methods of violt'nce, the two things .:.tated in the programme, 
discipline and scl{-sacritic(~, will still be necessary. I have 
not yet known of a war gained by the rabble, but 1 have 
known of wars gained, as Y()U have known, b~ a disciplined 
army capable of dying ('vcry one o[ them at their post. • If 
we want to give battle by army to the British Government, 
the English nation of the combined powers of ,Europe. we 
must train ourselves in discipline and self-sacrifice and it is 
to that stage to which I am desirous to bring ~y country. 
I confess to you I have become imJ~~t. t see that in 
intel1ig~nce we deserve " Swaraj " t~ but we have not 
got the spirit of national sacrifice and the national discipline."1 

Mr. Gandhi then ~Ilt on to say that he had ('om, ther-e 
. .aJUi was trayelling from oge end of India to the other iu order 
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to te5t whether the country had really cvoh'ed the national' 
spirit, whether at the altar of the nation the country ~as 
ready to dedicate its riches, its children, its ~ll. If the country 
was ready to dedicate its all witho .. t reservation, he promised' 
that . Swaraj • would come (applaust'). Was the country 
then ready, wiIling, able to make thc sacrifice? Were title­
holder;; ready to surrender their titles and aU honorary offi­
ces? Werc parents re~dy to sacrificc their children-the 
literary education of their childn'u-for the sake of fighting 
the country's cause? If thcs.· sacrifices were not madt' 
thl'n • Swamj • wa\> an impos~;ibility (applause) . No nation 
being under another nation could possibly acct'pt its gifts 
and then kick again"t the burclt'll and the responsibility 
that th(' conquering nation placed upon it. Immediately 
the conquered natio!) realised intuitively that allY gift which 
might ('orne to it from its conqueror came not for the benefit 
of the conquered but possihly for the benefit of the conqueror, . 
it should refuse to giv(~ cwry form of voluntary assistance 
to the conqueror. Tllt:se were the fundamental and e1t:men­
tary conditions of success in thcir struggle for national inde­
pendence whether within the Empire or without (applause) , 
He was for re~, substantial unity betwee'~Hi~dtl~ and Mussul­
mans (applause) and the British connection, but if he had to ' 
choose between that unity and the British connection. he 
would IHtVl' the unity and sacrilkf> tilt' connecti~n. If he had 
to choose between the honour of the Punjab, and therefofl' 
of India, anl'l the British connection, he would have the honour 
of tht' Punjab and all that it mt'ant, anarchy even, ~~ 
th~ slightcs ,.b.eaitatiOll. 

\ - - . n concl~;i~n ~r. Gandhi refcrred to the boycotting of ' 
Gouncil which was the burning topic o£ the day and regarding 
which, eopinion was sharply dh;ded, Lastly the boycott 
of foreisn goods had been included in his resolqtiol1. but he 
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-did not wish to cntn into thc history of how it came to find 
a p1a.ce in a programmt' of discipline and self-S'acrifice (loud 
-and prolonged applause). ' 

Mr. Gandhi said in Hindi to forget whatever he had 
<lone and he would ask them to forget also l\(ou]ana Saukat 
Ali's sen'ices. He would ask them to do something to have 
~he Punjab gri('van\t>~ rt'dressed. Either they must drat.' 
~he sword or by sacrifices force the Government to repenr~e 
!want~;r,bt'm to follow the policy of boycott and non-cO­
~peration as that might redress the grit'vancl'~' By taking 
to non-eo-operatIOn the people could' remedy the Punjab 
atrocitit'-.. He would pray not to fear himself and Moulana 
Shaukat Ali, but gi\'c the matter their deep thought and do 
wh·at they tho ught right. 

Dr. Kitchlew'. 

Dr. Kitchlew ill Hindi ~conded the rewlution. He 
'Said that the rt'solution which the audience had received 
so well wanted their deep consideration. . A timt' had come 
when such gatherings would be neC('ssary almost daily to 
consider their duties. If they wanted to keep their self-respect 
they must work out the programme of non-cD-operation. 
The mandate given by the Congress mu-;t ~ carried out 
by the people. But their enemie» .lla.d..a.ll aJong tried to·sct 
[the brother again!>t the ·b~ot·her (Loud che~~rs). They 
ihad been made to forget their sacred duties and neg-led 
Itheir mother-land. The European nations had all gained 
their ends and the Indians cannot rest satisfied bound in 
chains of serfdom. Why W(,H~ the Moslems pre~wnt there in 
such tru:ge numbers? It was because they felt for the country 
and the Hindus and ~5salmans want.ed to 'work together. j 
Mahatmaji had said t.t be would prefer unity of \iindtiS 
and Maltomedans to Swaraj even. Mahatmaji had ~d 



the right thing Mahatlllaji had said that there was no 
sword to redrl'~s, tlll' grievances. It wa" proved in Cawhpur 
and in tll(' .. Epiphany" cas!' that the Hihdus and Mosl(>ms. 
\\-ere reatly to stand ~Y t'ach other. Tht'Y must sacrifice 
{'very thing before the valuabk unity of Hindus and Mussal­
mans. Thl' non-co-operation resolution had bt'en accepted 
ill th .. All-India Mosl('m League. It had bct'll also settled 
that anyone rejecting the resolution mU'it be boycotted 
~ocialJy. The greatest Moulanas in a nweting had also 
aco'eptt'd non-eo-operation as th(· only \\ eapon of wdress. 
Tlwy must work with sympathy and fellow-feeling and they 
should not be prepart'd to hrar their brothers disgraced 
in Fiji or anywhere e!'i(' and this could be done hy 3n'eQting 
lion-eo-operation. 

Pandit Gokaran Nath Misser. 

Pandit Gokaran Nath Miss('r in Hindi said that they wen­
gOhlK to paf,1; the resolutioll in the Indian National Congre~s. 
Ev('ry m<>mbcr of the Conf;re"" had to sign a cr('ed (read!> out). 
If any 0\1(' said that ht' did not like the crt'ed that was ant" 
thin~. But. the creed was ther<' und they mu~t .. parti­
d~,at('." (A voice-by non-eo-operation.") 

President.-Order, please, order 
l':mdit Misser.-How could thcy participatt' without 

("o,opt.'ration. tNo. no and crit'~ of opposition). 
President.--Ordcr, please. The mOf{' you oppose and 

interrllpt the more delay there would he. 
}>andit.--He would place before th\;m the proposal that so 

long as the crt'ed was there they could not pa. .. s tilt non-co­
operation resolution. (Loud and COrttinued cri6 ot opposition 
and !ti!>.'Ws and the Pandit's voice il drowned for some time). 
ThE'y.nlU5t be prepared for th!.' non-co-operation as every 
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olle was not a Gandhi. They cannot gain Swaraj without 
makin~ themselves ready for self-sacrifice. 

(A voice.-They are rrady). 
He would ask them not to accept the re:;olution so long 

a;; the creed was there (Loud cries of Xo, no). 

Munshi Iswar Saran. 

l\Iunshi Iswar Saran scronded Pandit Mis",,,,r. but 1l0nO 

wa" in favour of 1lll' Pandit's motion amI it \Va;; (h:dared lost.. 

Mr. Shamlal Nehru. 

Then Mr. Shamlal Nehnt was called upun tu slwak on hi ... 
anlt'w-dment .. He said if the.\· {'('ad his resolution HlP)' would 
tind that Mahatma Gandhi'" f('solution was not J,lt'rfect 
without hi" anwndmcnt. He wanh'(l all tlip words about 
.. gradual" work delch'd. He' wanted the ~o'ycott of Britilfu 
good:...~.!!S!.~~ foreign p;()od~. H~would _~) a<;k thc~1 
~ .;top lJa..}in.~ til)"'~ (Yes, yt'''. A voict'.·· -·that snolild bl' 
first plank and first ;;tt'p.) He was not a lawyer, but he did 
not Ree why lawyer" should .110ne sufft·r. Tlwy must sllff('r . 
with tbe lawyers. If Mahatma's rcwlution \-va!> passt'd only 
the lawyers would suffer. Tht')' mllst suffer aJi;o. (If you 
mean it.) He meant it for years together. 

A delegatc,-f want 1.0 raiSf' a point of order. 
President.--What is it ? 
Delegate.-How can Mr. ~ehru move th(~ amcndm('nt 

whm he approved thE' resolution of Mahatma Gandhi. 
Mr" Nehru.--Mahatmaji asked tbem to give up titles 

hut the joo-huzoors could not be made to give up tith'S. 
(Ye~.) I fear not. J vast majority will .never give up. 
their titles. Mahatma id that Swaraj would come within­
a year bu~ that was . possible. If his amendment wa. .... 
carried Swaraj .'QUId be got ill six lbQuths (laughter). 
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A voice.-There might be cases i~ Court. 
'Mr. Nehru.-I had no ca.'les in court. If the • people 

acted up to hb amt'nded rt'~lution they could get Swaraj 
itt thre(' months. Mahatma's resolution would only trouhle 
the lawyers .. Should they not suffer with the lawyers? 

Mr. Chiman Lal. 

Mr. Chi man Lal said that he was for non-eo-operation. 
They were all for non-eo-operation. The only difficulty 
was about" immediatt' .. and .. gradual" non-co-operation; 
the moderates wl!'b~, against non-co-operation. 

President.-l>o not refer to parties. 
Mr. Chiman Lal.-I am asked not to name parti!',;. 

I \vill not do that again. 1" 

Mr. Chiman Lal th('n qnot"d Messrs. Gokhale, Winston 
Churchill and others. 

The Moslem League had passed the resolution by dell'ting 
the word .. gradual." He would appeal to tht· youngmen 
to carry non-eo-operation into practice at once. They lIlust 

~~ ~~'.a.y,,~i~h_~~c:..ru:i!£tis~ ofJ;.!:'~~~=!s~n. ~--... , 

Mr. Shamlal's Amend~nt. 

The president then put Mr. Shamlal Nehru's amendment 
t~ vote. As he spoke frolll his chair few could und~rstand 
him. Even the ladies voted solid ag:1.inst the amendmt'nt 
and it was dedan·rllost. 

Babu Bepin Chandra Pal's Amen~t. 

Babu Bepin Chandra Pal th('11 moved his amendment. 
He read out the amendment whiclran thus :-

"Whereas in the matter of th events of Aprjl"1919 both 
the • Indian and the Imperial ( vernmcnts have grossly 
"Ilegl~ted ,or failed hI! protect the iJmocent people of the 
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Punjab and punish officers guilty of Unsoldierly and barbarous 
bebbiour towards them and have exonerated Sir Michael 
O'Dwyer who proved himself directly or indirectly responsible 
for most of the official crimes and callous to. the sufferings. 
o( the people placed under his administration and the debate 
in the Housc of CommQns and specially in the House of 
Lords betrayed a woeful lack of sympathy \\;th the people' 
of India and showed virtual support of the terrorism an&' 
i'rightfulness adopted in the Punjab, 

And whereas the bulk of th·e European community in ' 
J ndia , officials and non-officials, have expressed their sym­
pathy with the said policy of terrorism and frightfulness and 
are.actively raising funds and taking other steps to honour 
those who have bCCJl proved to be guilty of acts of frightfulness 
and terrorism, 

And wher~as on the Khilafat question both the Indian 
and the Imperial Governments ha\'e signally failed in their 
duty toward" the Mussalmans of India, and the Prime Minister 
has deliberately broken his pledged word given to them, 

And whereas th<' di!.'integration of the Turkish Empire 
and its division into vassal states as proposed in the Peac. ' 
Treaty is a source of prospective danger to Indie, 

,And whereas the only effective remedy against tht!k 
wrongs and the only guarantee against their recurrence 
is the ~mediate recognition of India's . rights to full 
autonomy, 

Be it resolved, 
(/I) that the Prime Minister be asked to receive a mission 

~omposed of represen~tive Indians to be"selected. by the 
All-1n4ia. Congress ~ttee to lay before him the &tate­
'ment of' lnelia's grievaoot coupJed with a demand for Ufme­
diate autODQ~. 

(~) "Tba.~ i9 .~ of his retusaJ. to l'bCeivt thi$ ~ 
2_ 
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~r in the event of his refusal to replace the Reforms Act of 
tgI 9 by a mea~l1n' granting full autonomy to India. a policy 
of such active Non-co-operation be adopteU as would IraV(' 

,po doubt in the minds of the British people that India can 
no longer br t;'overned as a dependency, 
, (c) That 111 the meantime this Congress recommend" 

to the country for favourable consideration and eventual 
adoption of Mahatma Gandhi's programme of Non-co­
operation with such modifications. alterations and addition,;. 
C'Jther for the whole of India or for particular Province~ 
to 5uil special condition:" as may be rer,()1nmendcd by a Joint 
Committee com.isting of :--

(1) Twenty' r('presentatiws of th" Indian NatiOilaI 
Congress, 

(l) Fiw r('prl'~t'ntatiV('!-> of lh(' All-India M.oslt'm Lo:"dgue. 
(3) Five reprc~entatives of th(' (\-ntral Khilafat Com­

mitte{'. 
(4) Five rrprE'srntatives of each of such Home-Rule 

League~ as 3CCt'pt the principle of Non-co-operation with 
Mahatma Gandhi ab the President of the Joint Committef" 

(d) That In the meantime this Congress recommends 
the immedia~ adoption of the following measures as pre­
pafatory to tht' actllal putting into practice of Mahatma 
Gandhi's Programmf' ;--

(t) The education of the e\f.'ctorates in the principles 
of Non-eo-operation, 

(2) Thf' establishment of National schools, 
(3) The establishment 01 Courts of arbitration, 
(4) Renunciation of titles and such honorary ofik-es· 

, as are not conierred by the suffrage 'if the people.' '. 
(5) Refusal to attend Governmltt levees. DU1bars and 

~uch other functions. 
(6f. The organisation of labour into t9'de-pnions, 



(7) The gradual withdrawal of Indian ,capital from 
ElIrof>ean Banks and such other industrial and oommcrcial 
("oncents in India as are controlled by Europeans and ;t]so 
of I ndian Labour from such concerns, 

(8) Refusal 011 the f'art of the military, clerical and 
labouring clasS(!s to offer themselv~ as recruits for service.!' 
outside India except in the event of foreign invasion, 

(9) Adoption of Swadc;lhi espt.~ially in piece-goods ~ 
a \'ast scale and revival of hand-spinning and hahd-weaving." 

,tr. B('pin Chandra Pal while reading out the amendJllent 
went on commenting and explaining. Coming to the Khilafat 
problem he sai(l amidst cheers that even if the Mussulmans 
had not objected, he, as :t nationalist, would have objected 
to the treatment met('d out to the Mussulmans. 

Th('y could only try to undo all the wrongs done to 
th(>m by having in their hands the military control and 
control of aU other departments. There could be no 
ref;ponsihle Government pr"tected by the Tommie!'l, 
the Dyer,; and the British aeroplanes. They could 
not have autonomy without full control of everything. 
What -could they do then? They could reduce them 
to utter helplcs<;ness. Fifteen year:; they draamt of these 
things in Bengal. A Magistrate without a case, the l1ni­
vetsity called Golamkhana without a student etc. were their 
id<.'as. But those i(l('a~ e~aPor:J. ted thanks to the repression of the 
bureaucrats. Mahatma Gandhi had placed bt'fore them progr<.'S<­
sh'(> non-Qtl-opcration only. When it progressed well they would 
get Swal'aj. He was for the adoption of the full programme 
inelllding nOIl:gaymcnt of tax;s. He wanted full. complete 
~~ eff6fG\'e non-co-operation. He had been asked to prO::' 

' ceed step by step. Butie ~ould ask them to give the ~ritish· 
Government 'a, chance. He t~.~' for a mission 
to Ce to" ' tbe .Prime, Minist~Jf '{ka; ~tu0U9 fria of 
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oypasition.} He himself was of that opinion. But they 
must prove to the wor!o that the British Government· "'as 
in the wrong a-., Srikrishna wanted to prove that the Kourant:;; 
were in thl' wrong before beginning the fight. If the Prime 
Minister rdw·wd to receive the deputation they would carry 
.out the full programme of. non-co-operation. (No mission. 
It won't help us, the Khilafat mission of Md. Ali had failed). 
Mil All had gone with a special mission. He proposed the 
appointment of a Committee. (Committees are u;;eles,,). 
J Ie did not mind whether they appointed Comnllttee or not. 
lie wouM put his case lwfore thl:m. 

Mahatma Gandhi asked you to gradually withJr.lw 
-.tudents from »ch()ols. Mr. Pal asked them to sti}lt 
National Schoob and send their children to the }.iational 
Schoob-. He was n()t preaching violen t non-co-opl'fc\ tion. 
Was he? (No.) They should force the lawyers to gi' (' up 
prachce. He would fall a ( the feet of the litigants ,Hill ask 
them to withdraw case» frum court.:; aml the lawvers \\ oul.l 
lhen be forced to give up practic(,. . 

The boycott of new councils j,., III the resolutlOn of 
\lahatma Gandhi. Mr. Pal was opposed to it. He llad 
asked the people not to co-operate WIth the GoVenUHl'llt . ' 
to Q1akc the rdorm~ a success and he had been abust',j by 
friends and foes for that. He wanted to make the acln.inis­
tration impossible, not the Government. He wa.s not going 
to stand as a candidate. They should go to the Council, 
but must not pass any budget or law and let the Gonrnor 
pass the budget. If this could be done for three year~ C\'('11 

the moderates would be won over. The people of Ea"tern 
Bengal had made the administration well nigh impossible. 
He would also. make the admin~stra'ioll impossibli. \\ nttj 
the A!lglo-1ndlan~. stnngs'Lord Chelmsford sign$ 
as Mr. poyd G.- _-iNng to the stJU:igs pulled by 
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the people of England. The Anglo Indian exploiters were 
tht' .. ('al administrators, and they did what they liked. 

Mr. Joyakar. 

:\fl'. Joyakar supported the amendment of Mr. Bepin 
Chandra Pal. He said that before they car ned on warfart 
they should give the British nation a chance. They ought 
to tl'll the Blitish Government that if full autonomy was not 
grantt·d they would carry 011 an agitation from one end of 
thl' umlltry to the other (('heers.~ Missions in the pa~t had 
bt'(,11 un~uc('('s~flll. He would not speak of threat or ultimn­
t urn but ought to tf'll the British nation that it was their 
ultimatulll and that they would go on with 1l0n-co-0pE'ra­
tinn if full autonomy \Va'> not granted. 

Mr. Joseph Baptista. 

~Ir. J0:'.eph Baptista in 'oC'('onding th(' amendment of 
Mr. Pal said that he was still the sam!' friend of the Khilafat 
and tlw ~toslem, as h(' was when he was offered the president­
:;hip of the first Khilafat Conference. He was a fo1lower 
of the great man who was dead-tilt" late Lokemallya Bal 
Gangarlhar Tilak who a few days before his ~eath carne to 
him to .form a social ocmocratic party. The great ~utu 
'combinro the hrain of the Bengalee with tht' practical sense 
of th(' Marhatta. 

The late Guru wanted to work out the reforms. (A 
voice.-He is not here). ~o, I see him here. His spirit is 
here (cheers). He is a mad man to say that the great Guru 
is not then>. The Govenment would not touch a hair of the 
head of. 'Mahatma Gandhi as he was equal to ten thousanR­
polkemen. MahatmdGandhi had made the lion.,pf war, 
Moulana Shaukat Ali, the lion of peace. He had ~n tbertl 
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"'.00 a~ ~oo like the groom and the bride (laughter) and hl:' 
had said to Moulana Shoukat Ali if he had caught a Ta,rtar. 

Mr. Yakub Hossain. 

Mr. Yakub Hossain spoke in English and asked tIlt' 
audieftcc to allow him to speak in a language in which 
~e could make them understand well. The British GO\'em­
ruent in the beginning of the war said that they were going 
to fight the Germans to have the wrongs of small natiol1" 
redressed. The Indians therefore had helped the British 
Govetnment to carryon the war. Dill instead of helping 
the small nations the allied nations had destroyf'd small 
nationalides. The Punjab atrocities came as the result of 
the changed feelings of the British nation. They were im­
perfect men and instead of having perfect schemes they miGht 
accept Mahatma Gandhi's scheme a<; he was the fittest man 
to cope with the matter. 

Mrs. Annie BeS&llt. 

Contrary to expectation as soon as Mr::;. Annie Besant 
got up cheers were heard on aU sides and as she came to tilt' 
rostrum there were tremendous cheers of welcome and tlw 
venerable lad)' smiled and acknowledged the welcome. 

'She said that the proposals of Mr. Gandhi an<1: 1\fL Pal 
were not universal Npn-co-operation. They did no1 propos.' 
to cut off all connections with the Briton!>. It wa$ nowhl'n' 
!;aid that that they would cut off all connections with tll\' 
BritOllS. Could they do without th!! motor cars ~d taxis 
which were all around? They would not do th~t. How 
could they then boycott all foreign goods? Why then that 
hypocrisy? She was against the boycott of the .Councils 
!eca~ those councils were satlctifi~ by Sir Pheroze5~ 
Mehta, Ma·. Goble and-otb~rs lor thirty-five yearS. Should 
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they give up those Councils? Sbould they leave tile agrlcul~ 
tUg~ts where they were? Should they leave the DliU labourerS 
in the condition. they were? Think of the hott..~ sche~ 
in Bombay, The mill-hands were going to be bouged nicely, 
Should they stop this by' not going to tb~ Council? As 
regards boycotting the schools, Mr. Gandhi might leave 
the . boys without education hut would that benent the 
{'ountry ? They could not boycott the Central HinduCoUege 
which did not take any Government aid. They could not 
boycott the Hindu University of which Pandit Malaviya 
was the heart and soul and who had got sr,vcral la~hs of 
Rupce~ for the University from Bombay. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru rose amidst clu~er,; but as he wanted 
to speak in English there was great oppo:.ition. He had to 
~pt'ak in Hindi. The condition ()f tilt' lalld made him think 
that the country was then like a badly wounded beast. He 
gave a history of the RefomlS mO\'(:ment and what the Con­
gress had dOll(' in the matter. He said that mOlley had been 
wasted lavishly ill sending missions. Hl' could not support 
Mr. Pal's proposal to send a Inls::;ion again to England. The 
British·· public had not done the least justic~ to them and 
it ~ouJd be unwise ttl send a mission to England again.. He 
quoted f{om Tolstoy and ~id that a people ,who had not the 
power of redress should not certainly go to' the Councils: 
He woul4l say to the workers who left them that they could 
not be <Jlf any service to the people by going to the Council. 
(Tbe ~akcr a.fter speaking. Hindi for some time driftt>d into 

,Englls.h-iagain). The Government had. enougb notk~ from 
thfttl anj.it was useless to go to England to app~ch the 
Prime Minister. 

He had "been. tor years in the Council. 'Ult-y wire worse 
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than use~s. VThey were not justified in going to Cound!. 
What were steady steps in 1909? Much water had ~QWI1 
by the Gange!' these 12 years. As regards bqycotting Govern­
ment .schools if thl' resolution was passed a committee would 
be formed to establish schools all over India and when the 
regular Congress m-.:eis in December in N agpur they would 
be satisfied with the work the committee had done. (Lou(1 
cheers). 

Mr. Satyamurti. 

After lunch Mr. Satyamurti said l.hal it went against 
his gtams to stand there to support an amendment which 
was less '2xtrcmc and less democratic and which was again!'! 
the proposal of Mahatma Gandhi. The time of parleyin~ 
with the bureaucracy wa~ gOll( ' and tlwy should not go te' 
the Connrll. But in the bcginnlllg they need not 
boycott the CounCIl (No. No.) But he would hear a 
diftcr<::nt tale in til<' }.[agpur Cangre'Ss. The de.ctorat ... · 
would not boycott the Council and would run to th\' poll­
ing booth. Hi!' personal experience showed that Till 
the Nagpur sC'ssion he should go to the Council and if th(' 
Nagpur Congn'% pa,.~!d a resolution boycottin~ the Council 
th~y would boycott the Council cficctively. In· Ireland 
the ;;mn Fml~crs had boycotted Parliament after electioll 
and in Egypt the Egyptians did not form a. ministry making 
administration impossible. He wantt.'<l Swaraj a!; much a!" 
anyhody but he would not like the Congress pass a resolu­
tio~ whICh was impJ"a(~tkable and to stultify itself, As t11(: 
Congress had rdllscd to accept tbe amendment of Mr. Sham­
tal Nehru he took it that the Congrcl'os was not for wholesale 
non-cQ-opcration. Why not wait for a few months and decide 
~ mutter in the Nagpur session. {hey were in • earnest 
to begirt non-co-operatioll. but not at once. The late Loke--
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manya Balgangadhar Tilak was against the boycotting of 
Councils. (No. no.) In the Essex Hall Meeting Mr. Tilak 
got the Boycott resolution defeated. Mr. Kelkar says that 
Mr Tilak was against the boycott of Coundl to the last. Hl~ 

would give another authotiry. Mr. Motilal Ghost', the great 
nationalist leader of Bengal, tht' editor of the "Amrita Bazar 
Patrika," the finest and the 'best national organ of Indio 
(loud Chet'T-;), W3.'> of opinion that the Councils should not 
be boycotted (He is wrong). Mr. Ghos~' might hf" wrong, but 
was he not justifwd in l'eferring to tho<;e two great men 3.5 

his authority. He wac; not a candidate lor nwmbershil' of 
allY Council. Ht' had slIspended his practice nO, a pka(\t>r 
and he had no children to be sent to schoo\. 

Dr. Ansari. 

Dr. Ansari ~al(l that it had bCl.'n said that then' was 110 

rL'~OlutlOn on the' l{atona slaughter hou!'(' or the South African 
Indians. l'('rhaps they weT(' not considered ill the Subject!' 
Committet', However It ",as not too late and rc:,olution" 
might be passed on those subject". He was thcre to support 
the resolutIOn of Mahatma Gandhi (cilecf<;). It was impossible 
after reading the despatch of the Illdia Government to work 
with the Bun'aucracy, The pcoplt' ('ould on no accoul'll 
act in co-operatlon with men who had condoned the Punjab 
atrocitit'':>, In the Reformed Councils the Viceroy and the 
Govelllors C(Juld pass any resolution they liked without caring 
for the public. If they went to the council to obstrllct, the 
obstruction would be quite useless. Going to the Council 
could not be supported or justified by any means. He had 
the greatest tonfidence in the people (cheers) and he believed 
he would get their whol,hearted support whenevcl' he went 
to them. 



Pandit Madan Mohan MalaYiya. 

The Honourable Pandit Madan Mobun Malaviya wh" 
·was received with a great ovation said :-

Ladies and Gentlemen, ' 
I llCl'd not take up your time by drawing attention to 

the grave importance of the question which is now befor,· 
YO\l , ~ever since the advent of British rule ill Indilt had 
Indians to face a question of the importance of the one which 
i., now erlgaging your consideration, and I therefore implor.' 
VOlJ all to bring your calmest judgement to bear upon thi~ 
question. In the history of Britic;h rule never did a ~itua­
tiUIl arisc such as we have l>Ccn (luring the last twelve months. 

So far as the Khilafat is concerned we used to hear that 
:England rrgarded Turkey as a great friend. English states­
men Ilst'd often to acknowl("dge the friendly services of Turkey 
in th,' past and they were anxious to protect Turkey so long 
as there was a danger of invasion from Russia. Time'" 
changl·d, and polkies changed, and came in the Balkan Wal , 
:11111 after it ("arne the great European War. By stress of 
circllrn~t;mce!'. into which it is \lnnf'c~ss\fy for me ,to ('ntel . 
Turkt'\' jl.ioed the \Var against the Allies. The AIJici triumph­
eu and the :ltIlic~ have now to lay down the tenns of the Turkish 
l·reaty. If th(' Allies had onl;· remembered the IFomise thnt 
they had made during the progress of the War .• the . Allie~ 
had only acit'd up to the pledgee; which they l1e.d given tu 
0'11' Muslllman fdlow-subjects ill India who ~t to fight 
a~ain.,;t :rurkcy on behalf 01 England, this que¥lon of the 
Khilafil.t would not have arisen to-day. But tftequel!tion 
has heen the creation of England. It is not of .«Jilr creation . 
We, Hindus, fl."t>l, apart from any consideratious -Of diplomacy. 
we £tel tha.t the gre3.t tight which rvas fought for righteous­
ness has ended in an unrighteous attitude.on the part of ~ng-
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land. We feel that instead of the Victory proving flle har­
binger. of a new era of freedom for small and great nations, 
it has served to be a new instrument for enslaving otht·r 
peoples on earth: That is the reason of the sympathy which. 
I believe, the Hindus generally, the Parsees generally, the 
Indian Christians generally feel with our Mahomntedan fcUow­
countrymen. It is the unrighteousness of the attitude adopt­
ed by England. We feel abo that a great nation like the 
MUSbulman nation which has had a glorious past. ought not 
to be subjected to the IXlsition. reduced to the position to 
which they propo,,"e to reduce Turkey. For all these rca~JJ1~ 
antP1mowing that millions of our Mahomnwdan countrymen 
and. country-women are sore at heart and fed deeply 011 this 
Turkish que;,tioll. W(' an" facl' to facE' with this situatioll 
that the feelings of the Indian Mussulmans have been out­
raged and they arc undergoing mental pain and that pailt 
shall not end ulltil some remedy ha"" been fonnd for it. That 
i" ,the ,one situation that has arisen. 

The "ccond is the Punjab. Last ytar when I spoke ill 
the Viceroy's Council I exprcssed the hope that WhCll tlh~ 

acts wou,ld be known about the tragedy in the Punjab thcft' 
would not be an Englishman or an Englishwoman in th(' 
British Empirc who would not feel aggrieved m. what had 
happened. , I rf'gret to cOn£('s5 that my hop<'s have be~1l 
~hattered to pieces (Shame, Shame). First, the ~lttitud(O 

adopted b~ the Goverruuent of India, next ,the attitude 
adopted by llis Majesty's Cabinet, (Sha.nle), thett the attitude 
adopted by thc House of C.ommon. .. , the great defender of 
the libert~ of nations, after that the attitUde adopted by 
the House Qf Lords (Shame), have shattered our hopes to 
piecf5. J.uqiQ~l pronouncements of the Privy Council 
of England ha,ve.shatter8d our hopes to peices. We ar~ ~w· 
~ t~ fa~ with t~, situation that we have proved _to the 
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uttenm'st--w(' haw proved heyond ('avil or dispute-that 
gross ourtagc~, hrutal outrages had been practised upon an 
annless, hclpit's..;, unoffending people in Amrit,.,ar and ,'anous 
other districts of the Punjab and the Govenfinent recognised, 
or rather were forced into accepting our view so far as t() 

appoint a rommitte(', and having received that report and 
the evidclI\.;e of the public they have in a calm moment prac­
tically connived at the wrongs which had been perpetrated 
(Shame) by excusing those who have been guilty of them. 
Sisters and hrothers, I am willing to forget the terrible en'nt~ 
of Jallianwalla Bagh, gnevol\'; as they Werl.-', hut thl! thought 
of the attitude taken up by the' (lowrnnwnt of Lord (heli'lIs­
ford and His Majrsty 's Government, thl.-' thought of tllt' 
attitude taken up by the Houo:e of Cum mons and tllt, Hou~(' 
of Lords, ha.., bl't'll to m(' ;l decpC'r sorrow than "\'t'n th,' 
massacre of ]alhal\\\'alla Bagh. I han' been <:,xe!"ri"ed ill 
my mino as most of you have been, as to what rernedy, as. 
to whether theH' wa~ any H'medy, to .120 millions of peopll' 
to undo the wrong which they had not cared to redn'''' . r haw 
been as much {>xereisen. allow m(' to sa\' <;0, ('\'en, I belie\'t', 
as my e~tecm("d brother Mahatma Gandhi has bt:(,ll t:xerd>icd. I 
ha\'c discus~('d it oftl'n with him, 1 hnvc thought (l\'('!' It and 
I haw bl'el1·anxi(lu~ to find a solution which w(luld enable u" 
to finrl "Olllc solan· for the pl'ople whost' !'''Pnsc of honour, 
whose sense of sdf -respect has been olltragt'd l>eyolld des­
cription, If 1 felt that a policy of lion-eo-operation , such a~ 
my hrother has pwposcd, would carry the obj'ect, would 
seeure the object in ,'iew, I would unhesitatingly commend 
it to your accrptanre. But while I recognise that a policy 
of non-co-operation i!'. in the circumstances-both in "iew of 
the Khila{at and th(' Punjab tragedy. both on thes~ questions 
--a p'olicy of non-co-operation i!'. a ,perfectly legitimate and 
{'onstitutional poliry (hear, hear), while I would have no 



hesitation in recommending to my countrymen the adoption 
~lf suth a policy, I have to remember that it is, after all, a 
policy, a means to -an end, What is the end that we have in 
"iew? Helping our Mussalman brethren to rectify the wrong 
which has been dot(e to Tmkey, and undoing the wrong, 
0'0 far as it is possible, by hringing "ome punishment on 
the offenders who pnpctrated the wrong in the Punjab. 

So far as the last is concemed, some of the officers who 
were guilt~· of those a trocit it's ha w left the country. Others 
arc lea\"lug. 1-{"111ember, in the Congress Heport, the recom­
Illcndatioll made by Mr. Ganuhi's Committee was th(' r~all 
of Lord Chelmsford, not the punishment or dismissal from 
:,crvice of Sir Michael O'Dwyer and certain number of other 
persons. My brother with that feeling of forgiveness which 
distinguishes him above many of us <lid not entertain that 
Dcsire that these men should bl~ remO\'ed from the service. 
I Jid not agre(, with him. I am sorry to sa~', it j.:; right that 
I should ~ay ,,"0. J told him that Iw was asking for less than 
what wa, dill', but I bowl'd to hi~ judgnwnt, and that little 
which he had asked for has not been Riven. B\lt that is 
what yO\l aim at. Lord Chelmsford will leave this country. 
He will not stay in this country beyond the Jrd of April 
next year unlt'ss an extension is granted to him ·which is Ilot 
likely. He should have left the country long ago in justice 
to the country, (Hear, hear). in just.ire to himself, and in 
justic.e to the high office which he holds. It is a matter which 
will ever stand against him that in the situation in which he 
found himself, or rather he had put himself in spitc or the 
protests from the highest to the humblest among Indians. 
llC continued to enjoy the hospitality (·f India when India 
did not w;lllt him . (Shame) . But he will go. My point is. 
~e will go on the 3rd April. Part of your Punjab grie.a.nces 
will then be remedied. The Punjab officials. sOme 0' them. 
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have gOne and oth('I''1 will go, A part of the grievance will 
bave gone. (A \'oice, Not yet gO/w), You will not be' able 
to persuade the Governm{'nt 'to prosecute them after they 
have retired from .;;ervin' wht'n you have not been able to pe'r­
~\I:lde them to prosecute' them whrn the)' are in service. 

Now, we are left with the Khilafat question. The 
Khildfat question is a bi~ question, God knows how I wish 
that the terms of the Treaty would be revised, and would b(' 
made reasonablt> and just. I consider the terms of the 
Tllrki~h Treaty harsh and oppressive and unjust, but it win 
I", a long time and will require a long-continued agitation 
on tltt' part of our Mahomedan fellow-countrymen supporh·d 
by U5 and supported by Mahomedans l'lsewhere before th05(, 
terms are rcvi.,N\ to til(' satisfaction of onf Mussalmall 
brethren. 

Ill, therC'fort', framing your programme you must as 
practical m{'il sct' what is the length of the pcriod for which 
you arc going io adopt a certain policy. How long you are 
gOl11g to non-eo-operate with Govt'rnmcnt and to what extent? 
What 1!; the goal which you fix to yourself? That goal, 
some of you may say has been indicated. I say it is very 
\'agUt' and I draw your attention to the length of the period 
that it must' occupy. Having given the matter my earnest 
cOllsideration, when I was at Bombay I came to the condu­
shm that the only d'fcctual remedy for the wrongs of the 
Punjab and for enahling us to undo the wrongs dOne to the' 
Khilafat is thr attainment of full responsible Government 
in this country. I fre! that if we have full responsib~ govern­
nwnt, by which I mean government which will have control 
over its army and the navy and tht' air force also, if we have 
$hat government, We can to-morrow prevent a singk' soldier. 
Indian.· soldier from going into Meropotamia, and cuttiDg· 
down (,ur Arab brethren who are fighting for their f'reedrun 
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aJ1ll for their religion. (Hear, bear). It is a source bf inti·' 
nitt', "iRex'pressible sadness to 111e, of pain to me that Indian 
!'(,ldiers are at this moment being employed by His Ma.-jesty's 
Government against Arabs and other pebple itt Central Asia 
wbile the Government is aware of the sentiment which 
t,'xists in India. You have not the power to stop it, You, 
tht'refore, want the power to stop .it . That is one. So also 
in the matter of the wrong!'- donc in the Punjab, Wl1ile 
~'O\l rcmov~ I1w or six officials from th., Punjab who have 
actually been connected with those Rtrociti~;;, you cannot. 
forget that a vast number of officials and nOll-official "Ei\ro.i 
pt'aJls in India have expressed their sympathy wftll-Genl'ral 
DY('r and Sir Michael O'Dwyer, (shame). You may cry 
~~me to any extent. That is at present tht' only power we 
p0':;':;('ss. I ask you now to seek that POWt'l' which will 
t'nablt, you to fI"'quire that every EuroJ>(~an who shall continue 
ill the st'l'vice of India shall sign a declaration that he regards 
th(' rndians a~ equal fellow-subjects and that he holds Indian 
life and honour a" high and sacred as thl~ life and honour oj 
any European (hea.r, hear), and tell c~~, whoever 
Il<' may be from tl~~X~~~!.!?.l' . ..!!C?~~nw~<;.That if he f('gards 
the.- life of an European as equal to ' ffiC1ives of a thousand or 
a hundre.-d or e\'en two Indians he has no place irtthis country 
ano mu!'t lea\'\'. That power you want. If you agrt!e wfth 
m(' RO far, thell you have to approach this question of non­
co-operation from the point of vIew how 'fat' this will be a 
means to obtain the end. I ha\:e told you that I regard it as 
a perfectly constit utional and legitimate weapOn. But it 
bas , ~ be used with effect and one essential condition of 
it" 'being Used with effect is that it must be a mass movement, 
tber~ must be tremendous numbers of J1(-opJe who win take 
i* up. ' That requires -educating. My brother, Maiatma' 
C~ndhi, has been educating, Mr. Shaukat 'Ali and many other 



32 

brcthern han bct'Jl (·ducating some of our people in some 
parts of Ow louutry. AU honour to thl.'m for that.· . But 
you will haw.' to educatE' a vrry many more people. Yon 
have Jlot tOllclll'd the fringe of the population. You have not 
pcnctrah'Q ('XCtjlt a wry frw places. Then, secondly, you 
have to femember that idea<; do not change suddenly. You 
}laVt' to create a conviction that the wrong:::. to which India 
; .. -.uhjl'rtL'd to-uay cannot bf righted, Indian honour, and 
life and interc'it cannot be protected unless we obtain Self­
{~(j\'emment ill tllr full sense of the ternl. (Hfar, hear). 
It \'till takr time. You will hav(' to tell your pt'ople, how 
yOIl arc beinli, excluded from. the highest ranks of the am1Y. 
You will have to tell ~'our pfopk how you aft' not allowed to 
touch. the artill~)' You will have to tell your people how 

'th(' Briti~h Arm~ IS an Army of occupatIon to keel' ue; in a 
rondillOn (lj safdom. You will have to tell the people how the 
Jiscal policy of the Coerumen t is being pursued in disregard 
of the protest'; of the Indian merchants and for the benetit 
of Iht' Briti~h Merchants and traders. You will have to tell 
other thinJ.;s. to yotll~ycople in ord('r to creatc a conviction 
in their milld~ that lilt' present systeni of Gowmment shall 
make room for the sy:-tern that we want, 'namely, full respon­
"ible Gov('fI1went ~lll:h as the Domininions pf Canada, and 
,\t1stralia and other~ enjoy. 

Now, let us see what is the point to b{' considered. If 
that is our aim, thl're are two courses as previous speakers 
have pointed out. Either force or policy. Force we are not 
abl(' to use and we are not prepared to use. Policy ha.<; to be 
punmed. Do you imagine that the British Government, 
with all the interests which they have establisbed in this 
rQuntry, with aU the mighty power, which with thf help of 
~ur o~n resources they have bwlt "'P in this country, are 
going to vacate their office merely because a few people do 
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not co-operate wltb tb~? Il9 you be.\ieve ~t ~ Ittee~ 
away. of children from schools will rep.Uy JW1.l}'ie '$~.? 
Do the civili$l.ns cafe for ~e eGiucation of· y""t pe.Gple ? WW 
many of them not rejoice if. the ~chools a.reaU c~. Qr U 
the education of the veople is stopped (Heat, h,*,r~ .))0 'Q\1 

believe that if you do not go to the Courts they wijls\1!fter.? 
They have got numerous enough sources Q{ revenu.e, *tbe 
loss of stamp and court-fee revenue will not. ~ralyse t~ 
administration. T~re are ~e<; p:mqillg. then' are par-ties 
to cases. It will take time to settle. , Va\!. must est~lish 
arbitration courts which will inspire co~ftdenqe amon, thC' 
people. You ~ust. organise your resources before you r:an 
ask the people to cease to go to law court .. (hear. hea.r). 
You know. though I did b3long to the profession of law. 
e.go not give very much time to it. but I know this much 
t~t,the pro~ssion of litw is not such an ugly tbing altogether. 
a baU thing. as some people de;;crib~d. . There ar!? good 
point~' as well as bad points, and Mr. Manomohan GhO$e was 
the sa~our of mJ.uy a m,m in B:!ngill'and Mr. C. R Das 
and M~ B. Cha.krabarty have stood up to defend many a 
per"on '\vho were unjustly accused. Therefore you must 
proceed ~ep by step. YOll mu"t organise your strength alld 
your force', 

Last1y~ I come to the qu(!stion of the RefoDned CoUQ;'Us. 
I suppose you wijl acquit· me of anl'-evflr-~u~illg ~rc~to 
go to the ~gislative Council. I have .been there for nearly 
twelve ye~, and you will take my wOl"d lW it.-l am llot 
given to swearil\g.-that if the COl,Ulcils were .n()t reflJllTled 
I . wo.Uld nQt spend one day m9fe Ut ~,un~ooil~. SO ~3;r liS 

I an;J. ~Q, thllJ b to say, if I QO~ted ~ i\wn f~\n8S. 
J~ _u»p'~ feeling ",lUcP 1 ~ ~~ to YtOU" 
w:.\lidll ~ ~,,~tti?Jg there, having ~ '~·.~91~,ts, 
~ ~ .JiiP4 4T.~ ~ my side, andv~ 'im •. ~ of 

3 
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the Government. Rut the Councils are going to be reformed, 
and even "ur,h a;, tht' Councils are-you will pardon' my 
referring to an incident with which I ,,,'as personally connected, 
but the caU5e j" great and that if> my only justifkation for 
bringing it in,-You n'member I had resigned my seat iIi the 
Viceroy's Council. Pandit MotHal Nehru and man~' otiwr 
friends pref>spd me, peThuaded me to go back to the Coullcil, 
and I can tell YOIl, my frit'nrls, sisters, and hrothers, 1 can tell 
you that 1 thank God that I did listen to their advi('e and 
w('nt back to the Coundl. (Ht'ar, hear), Lf't nw aSi>un' 
you~-alld the Punjab frit'nds lwow it und Mr. Gandhi know,; 
il,·-that the raising of till' quc"tiol1 in the Viceroy'..; Council. 
the debate on th(' Indemnity Bill and thc questions whIch 
were put and not answered hilt which well' published in till: 
public press rendered it ~('n'i('{' to tht· cansc <1 the Plll}jah 
which has :-.onw valut'. (H('ar, hear). \\'h(:'~ YOIl ,start 
a campaign of full res;lxJl1sibLc gov('nm1l'nt n'mt'mber ttl{' 
Britiihcr i:-. a vcry tenaciou~ fellow, wry doggcd in his; pertina­
city, h{' will fight to the last, he will n~ his; deplqmacv to 
thc last, and he po",",CSS('" that in a large m('[{surc-..,..do you 
forget that he ha,. u"cd hi~ diplomac\' ('ven after Hw war 
to put tllt' United Stak.., on one "idt' and France ou' the other 
si~e and has received tilt' greatest bmeiit out of/the War ? 
Now, this diplomatic nation, this disciplined nil-tion is 110t 

going to yield to you without using {'\'ClY mean~ in its POWt'f 

to kt'{·p you out of it? That WIll be a prolonged period of 
agitation, of confiirt, a peaceful conflict, if you please, but 
it will be a period of conflict. Do you think t~t no magis­
trate, no Superintendent of Police and all the underling~ 

of the t'xccutive,-tltat they will not harass ~ oppress our 
. people who ~ill join the movement? I wis,l;rt could think so, 

I do-not think :;.(1, There will be .. oc~n. when you will 
,,-ant YOUI'illen in the Legislative Cou)lcl1 to be there to expose .. . .' 
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the wrongs that are being done and there to ~xercise a res­
trairt'iJ'lg influt'nce on the wrong-doers, to bring punishment 
wh('rt' it can be possible and it will be possible because you 
will have an elected majority in the new Councils. My dear 
brother, Lokamanya Tilak, whose loss the whole country 
has mourned and whom we needed at this moment more 
than at any other moment in the country's life, was not 
an unwise man. But with all his desire to secure complete 
Sl£'araj at the earliest possible opportunity. if he thought 
of llsing the councils hI' did so because he recognized their 
practical value. Let me tell you that it was my privt'lcge 
to St·(· my dear friend on tht' last day of his life at Pooua. 
1 wpnt and saw him and asked him to take up th(' President­
bhip of this ~ession. He said, .. No, Madan. not 1. 1 would 
not take it up." I said. "We shall force it on you. 
Wl' shall overrule your wisht;s." "No, Madan. I 
will not. I have made lip my mind, and I will 
not." Do you know what he then talk{'d to me about next? 
" I have been telling you for three y('ar,; to organize a per­
manent deputation to En!;land anel the United States and 
othfr countries. You haY(' not done so. Pray, take up 
that question and let us haw a permanent organisation 
which will have to work for some years before w~ secure flolll 
responsible Government." That waf> his thought on the last 
day when I met him in ·Poona. 1 mention this to show you 
·-certainly you will not accuse Mr. Tilak of any tenderness 
towards the Govemment, you will n'ot accuse him of being 
under any delusion or illusion in the matter of the conDiet 
which has to be fought,~btlt he clearly recognised that. 
as you are not going to have a fight with physical force; moral 
force, prCS$ure Of ,public opInion, that is. mOral force. that 
is the only fO-fCCfyou 'will have to use, and he wanted to enlist 
the services of as many Labour Members.in England.as be 
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could on the side of Indian freedom. He wanted to 
etJtist the moral suppoct of the United States for ther 6ause 
of freedom in Inrlia. and that is what I ask you to oonsider. 

You decide you ought to make a declaration. J t is not 
fair to this Congress that you should pass a resolution asking 
even for full re.;ponsible Government in this assembly. I 
put my view before you. You may decide as YQU like, but 
I ought to state to you and to the country that for tllirty­
five years we have gone on certain liaes. We are pemectly 
entitled to make a departure. As I have said, the time 
has' come in my own belief that we should ask for immediate 
fun r6 pullsible Governtnent , but you must tell the countr." 
that this is the change that you want the country to adopt . 
You must give sufficient notice to the. country, and at your 
next session change the creed of the Congress and declare 
that hereafter one object of the Indian National Congress 
will be to secure the establishment of full responsible Govern­
ment at the earliest possible opportunity. Hav;ng done 
that, rt!member that you have not force, the model'l} destruc­
tive w('opons of warfare on your side. You have not even half 
or e, 'en one fourth of the officers in the Indian Anuy Indians 
and theref9re you must send a deputatWn to ,$.ng\and to 
t~ll the En~ish Cabinet, not to beg, not to petition, not to 
appt·al merely for mercy, but tell them face to lace, man to 
man as equal fellow-subjects, as equal fellOW.$ell that this 
is the c.onclusion to which we have been driven by the failure 
of your administration to subserve 01IT Indian cilds and inter­
es\s, and that we have come to the ~ecision t~ we shall not 
be happy, we shall not cease to agita.te, we'~ve ourselve:. 
no pcace,~ve you ne-peace, antil the ~hment ef full 
Swara;. Don'1:, I beg yo\}, uftC1fll" __ ~tfl' the .forces . that 
Me"&ffa)'ed apiBst you in the <J8IIl1ict~ are ~~ to tUe 
tip. ,.R~·tIIe CMe ef ~~ . ktbere an.lD!fiaa who 
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has not the deepest, the fullest sympathy With Ireland itt 
her lrmg-continued suft~ring and long-continued fight for 
freedom, and yet think of the case of Irel4nd. The people 
are armed, they have weapons. tlley uaed themteo-,. and they 
have used their ~ats in Parliament fOJ' ·such, a long pt'Iriod. 
and still it is sad to think that they Dave Rot yet attainec:l 
the full self-government they want. they have not attained 
the autonomy which they want . God knows bow mudi 
longer th<>y have to fight. Do you not note that the presence 
of a ·section of the peoph! among the labourites in Englan'd 
who arc friendly to the cause of Ireland ha~ been of gteat 
"a/ue to the Irish? Do you not tMnk that if the Labourltes 
had not sympathised with Ireland the militarists in England 
would have massacred thousands of Irish people by the time? 
Arid if the United States did not stand at the back of Ireland 
would not the English militaril'ots and imperialists have felt 
greatfr,. freedolJ) in clltting down the Irish pcopJp? . These 

1 ~"'Z' .... " .r • 
facts h'~vc been of value to Ir('land, and you shonld not 
throw ' them away a.<; despicable. I know that Mr. Gandhi 
has tremendous heart-power, but with all that he expects and 
hopt's, I do feel it my duty to ask"you and him not to under­
estimate the difficulties that lie m our path and not to be 
oversanguinc as to the results of non-co-o~n. (Hear. hea.r.) 

N()~, I ,will not detain you long. My wh~le point I will 
try to brieflJ;j put before you. I have come to the conclusion 
that life in tit;lis country is not worth ~iving if we do not, man 
and woman, :brother and sister. endeavour to the best extent 
of OUT powet to establish full responsible govemmeiil'·at tae 
earliest posSible opporturuty. 1 feel that this i,. such a great, 
such a gloriO$ task, such a sacred task, tha.t we should oot 
throw away any of our forces nor increase t~ difficulties 
in oar path. 1 feel that' we have to unite Our people ~l1ch 
more' tJ:um lwbeen~. I value Wndu-Mussuhnan.unity. 
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It is- that which enables me to speak a,s I am speaking to-day, 
and 1 pray to God that it may grow and endure and Urat our 
Mahomedan hrethren and we should think as one peopl" 
and should act as one people in all that concerns our country. 
I feel, that heing so, we should discipline and organise and the 
discipline and the organisation will require a tremendous 
agitation, a tremendous propaganda. You will have to go 
all over the country, into ewry home. The conviction will 
have to he created that for the inte'rests, for the honour, for 
thc good name of India. for tht' happine:;s and prosperity of 
the(millions of India it i~ ('"srntial tllal Indians shall mle in 
India as Englishmen rule in England. (Hear. Hear). That 
will require time, and t1wrefon' I say h't u" take time. Let Ui' 

proceed a., evcn a gl'neral or gl'llerals would proceed in a 
military fighl. This i" a constitutional warfare upon which 
you are launched, Don't underestimate, don't neglect. 
don't ' ignore the greilt difficulties that lie ahead. Let 1I~ 
have this determination. My Mahomedan brethren may sav. 
probahly some of them will say, that shelve,,> the question. 
My hiend, my coulltrymen, my brethl'rn, Jet me 'assure you 
as a simple humble man. '\;" a simple fellow-man, that I llavt' 
no desire at)solutdy to ,;helve this question for one moment. 
hha\'e plact'(l before you my reasons for thc course which I 
ask you to consider. I believe that by this course we shall 
serve Turkey and our friends better than by any impetnous, 
impulsive action whatever self-sacrifice it may inVolve. 

I feel that, though you may, some of you may feel angry 
with me, as some of you did feel angry when, I expressed 
these sentiments (No. No.)-I thank you for that-I feel 
that you will in your calm moments con:;ider. these few ideas 
that 1 have placed before you. 1 repeat that I do think 
ihat~it is the duty of every Hindft., and Par;;i and Indian 
Chris\ian in India to stand by his Mussulman fellow-
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countrymen in their fight for a reasonable and just 
revision of the Turkish Treaty (Hear, hear). But I feel that 
I shall not be doing my duty to you, that I shall be 
deceiving you, if I do not teU you what I feel of the situa­
tion. My conviction is that though by this path the day of retri­
bution, the day of justicc bdng donc may be delayed, the day 
will come as sure as tte sun will rist' again to-morrow. That is 
my cOIlviction. It is not a small Ilhht, It is a big fight, 
it is a fight for the freedom not J11Pl"!'ly of Turkey, but of Asia 
as against Europe. (Hear, hrar). It j" a 116ht for the freedom 
of the peopk who have inheritL'd the nohle civilisation wt.ich 
yon, my ::\1 llssulman brethern: have bC(,1l pnvileged to in­
herit and which we, Hindus, have been privileged to 
inherit. JA't not the inheritors of thc:;l' ancient civilisations. 
by a little impubi\'(!ne~s, by a httle want of patience, by '" 
little want of fort'sight, by neglecting the tactics which are 
recogni"l'd as honourabh~ ami f['u-ionablr in all warfare. 
whether militdry or civil, Irt us Hot nt.'glect the opportunity 
that he$ bdore U~. Tlh~ Hindu-Mu~ ... ulmiln unity I hope and 
pray God, may Ii\'(.' and endure. I hope that the delay in 
taking action in these directIOn ... ,,,ill noi put a severe strain 
upon their kcling of brotherliness which has been created 
in their minds. 1 b('g you to approach tht, que\tion in t\1i5 
manner. Let me say this. I am not fond of being a member 
of any deputation. I do not Wish to approach the Vic~'roy or 
the Prime Mini~ter of England a" a supplicant. I consider 
it hurts my national SClli>e of self-res'peet that I should have 
to propose the adoption even of the course which I have 
suggested, but let us face facts. OU-[ hands have gone down 
under a heavy stone which is brimful of points. It is not 
good to ta.ke it off by a scratch, it will only hurt us and not, 
enable us to take it off .• Time is a factor. Let us not.alIow 

_ any time to pass without a determination to work, t9 work 
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from m:.w. as many of you, Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Shaukat Ali 
al'eWOTking. Let us all take a solemn resolve to do an that 
Ue\'S i'l'l. our POW(,f in reasonable diseussion to facilitate the 
grant of full f('Sponsible government. Continue your agi­
tation for tilt' Khilafat alongside it. You have not found, I 
hope. any Hindu of any note standing in the background 
in this matter. We are with you. Continue also to 
ask for redress of the Punjab grievances. Personally I 
have put that aside from my mind. I ferl that there will 
be no remedy until we get full responsible government. That. 
thcr~fore. is my earnest humble recommendation to you. 
1 am sorry by reason of 1he \-iews which I haw' tried to put 
forth heforc you. I haW' to differ from my esteemed brother, 
Mr. Gandhi. T do not acet'pt his proposition because be 
wants to withdraw childrf'n from schools. I wish every 
fhild should bf' sellt to the school. I wish to multiply"the 
number of schools and colleges. Our children are the soldiers 
of the next few years. If the Germans. the English a'ud the 
French had their army classes of 1917. 191R and 1919. we 
must also have our f'oldirrs of the futuro at school receiving 
instruction. We are 320 millions. Without withdrawing 
children £ro1)1 the 5("hoo15 we can make an impresglon upon 
thf' Govf'nlmf'nt. So also with regard to the law-courtS. 
I do not lik1: the law-courts. I hope the timc wij:l come and 
it will soon come When we should establiSh arbitr~tion courts 
in (Overy mohrlria so that criminal and civil casc$ should be 
decifl.i:-d there, and those who wartt to go to co,tu-ts to com­
p1ete tl\eir cases or Obligations or to settle them. 'Ft them go. 
1:,"en aft{'t we have established arbitration cott:rts, if some 
will go, let them go. I have told you about t¥'Conncil< 

the -«IhOle object of these proposals i~.tO tna~ Govern .. 
ment'feel that {he people are angt1 al1tf'that" they wiD not 
co--opet;lte With the Government. Hai"e we not made it 
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clear by what we are saying? Let us make it dear in every 
posSible way, but let us not adopt methods .by which much 
suffering and self-sacrifice will be infticted. upon our people 
without a corrE''lponding gain. , 

Lastly I am sorry to say that I am not even in full 
agreemt>nt with Mr. Pal's amendment though I like it much. 
better in many respects than Mr. Gandhi's resolution. the 
thing J want to say is this and I have donf'. If you adopt 
a policy of full n·sponsible government as a mean .. to remedy 
the wrong done to the Khilafat, as a means to remedy the 
wrong done to tht' Punjab, and above all, as 'a mcalfs for 
the future growth and independence and prosperity of the 
great Indian nation, then I say, if you decide to !'end a deputa­
tion to England. do not let it he accompanied with a threat. 
Threat is not a good thing to hold ot1t, until the time has. 
come when we can execute it. J am not afraid of holding 
out a threat, hut the threat ~hould go when the time has come 
for it. If YOIl send a deputation it will he mert'ly bad tactic~, 
it will not be good tactics, to let it be accompanied with a 
threat. My second reaSull is regarding your proposition about 
the \,,-i~drawal of capital from European Banks and labour 
from Enropt'all concerns. Let there nt' as m~ch Indian 
Labour <'tnployed under fndian Managers as Possi~le .• Let 
the India,!\s organis(' and take up as many more industries 
as they can, but don't by heating the drum, raise your 
opponent and don't warn him to take action against your 
own men ~thout taking action yourselve!'o to help your people. 
For these reasons I anl sorry I am not in agreement with Mr. 
N's amendtnertt. But as I have said his amendment is 
in better form, more in keeping with t.he spirit of 'what I 
have tried to submit to you and I lwomtne\ld thi<; to yOUl 

consilieratiol'l. {thank you for the patient hearittg YOlt 
h~V'e given me. (Lo~ and continued cheers). 



Moulana Abdul Kalam Azad. 

Mouiana ;\bdlll Kalam Azad ~aid that the only· true 
and sun, remedy for their grievenees was non-eo-operation 
and if that he ;;0, was it beneficial and good to them to delay 
using that renwdy? There was no other remedy and why 
,,,hould they lose timp in making arrangements anel prl'­
paratioll'i ? 

Mr. Jamunadas Dwarkadas. 

~Ir. Jarnunadas Dwarkadas '>aid that he opposed both 
th" Il'"oluholl and the alnendll1cnt. (Mo-;t tremendous 
shout-; of opposition for minute" together). After Mr:'. 
:\n~ie Besan t hatl spoken on the "ubjl'ct he need not say 
mach. Boycu( t o{ Briti.,h I';o()d~ wa,; impo"siLle. (Most 
tlll11 UltOlb IIJ)) oar in "pi tt' of the presidentIal admoni tlOlIS 

;lIId the "'(leaker's voice wa" drowned). He wa5 endorsing 
what :\h. (jandhl saId Unit's'; the British Banks gave a 
guatant.·c, no German or Swis ... good':> could be imporV:d. 
He a"kpli h)r a patH'nt heanng as the president had invIterl 
him to "peak, saYlIlg that a patient hearing would be giwn 
to him. 

l'r(,~ldt'nt'.-·- I lllust a~k you to hcar him patieutly. He 
wili" stand thert' so long as you do not hear him. I ';'ill not 
even ask the inlt'ricrence of Mahatma. H~~ has bt}tn invited 
to stJrak a.nd you mu.,t give him a patient hearing. You 
may vote against him but you must hear him. 

{There was some silence then.} 
As SOO)) as the speaker quoted some words from Mr. 

Gaudhi's spcl'cch 011 Civil disobedience and spoke of the 
danger of Civil disobedience the whole audi(;nce opposed by 
~rics avd cheers and the speaker wa~ not. allowed to speak 
practically. 
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He said that the Khilafat Conference had passed a resolu­
tion· saying that if the non-cD-operation movement failed 
they would do what they liked. What did that mean? 
The Satyagraha mo\'ement had to be suspended last year 
and the non-eo-operation movem('nt would have to be sus­
pended if violence came in. (The speaker was simply drown: 
ro in opposition cheers and ait.'S) 

Mr. J. L. Bannerjee .. 

Mr. ]. L. Bannerjee in suppcrting the resolution of Mr. 
Gandhi said;-

Me Prc;,;idcllt,broth€'r tlclcgate;;, ladi!'~ and gentlemen. 
1 cannot ~ay like my friend Mr. Jamunada<; Dwarkadas that 
I shall oppo-;e both the resolution and the amendment, rather 
I stand here very mllch to support Mahatma Gandhi',; 
re~luti(ln (hear, lIraT) and \'Cry much to oppose the amend­
ment of Bahu Bepin Chandra Pal. I want to mak" this 
position l-wrkctly clear lc~t It ~hould lw fancied that Bengal 
opiniolJ IS wholly again<;t MtllHlIma (;andhi. Gentlcmt'n. 
permit me at the \'('ry out-.d to rckr to a point which was I 

raised by the Hun'hle Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and 
whic.h was greatly applauded by many among the aurlicnc{', 
Speaking in defenc.e of his propo~al to ent!:'," the COlincil. 
Pandit Malaviya has s.-1.id that much usdul infonnation 
coulO. sometimes he dicit('(l hy qlle<.tions and he referred 
very modestly to his magnificent eflorts in this connection. 
I shall tate him up with thi~ very point and ~hall show that 
he is not acting to his ov.n emotion (hear hear). Gentlemen, 
no doubt. the Hon'ble Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya got 
much information for us-he bore up a gallallt fight in the 
council. We praise him for aU that. hut in his tight in 0tV 
cause how often was -he not taunted, rebuffed. snub\wd and 
humiliated by civioop. officers unworthy to touch the very 
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latchet of his shoes. Besides, were his questions answered.? 
And even when the que,;tions were answered, were the wron •. 
of the Pun jab rectified and did the information awaken ~ 
conscience of the English? Nothing of the sort. All the~ 
were labours misspent--a strenuous energy for the good, 
1'f the country misused. lIad he used all this energy for the 
purpose of organi"ing the country, <;otidifying its resources. 
mobilising the strength how much more hellcficial would 
this have been. That was my point. Not that his labours 
were unpatriotic, but that his labou~ were fruitless from the 
neccs~ity of things. So long as t~efirading sY?tem ot 
rule continues, so long all our lab(,UfS in the council are 
~mcd to be fruitless. 

Gentlemen, here il1 the <"OUIS£' of this debate the honoureq 
name of Lokamanya Balgangadhar Tilak has been taken, I 
shall not say taken in vain, but taken to justify a courwof 
which his liff', hi5 whok career was one long contradictiOQ. 
Many people have given you their remiui.;cences of toka. 
manya Tilak. I also, in my humble way shall be able to Sive ,a 
rernini~cence not borroweu from other!> like Mr. SatyaulUrti, 
but a reminiscence of my,:.elf. I have had the honour of 
5(·('iugJ.ilkiil:l~nyij.Jilak'~spar('<; .•. I met him in t~Jlouse 
of ollr reven'd leader. Babu Motilal Ghosh. He w~ against 
the boycott of councils. 

A voicr-Theil ? 
Mr. Bannerjee-Wait. Thefe i!> a significan~ sentence 

that followed. 
Mr. Rannerjce continuing, said that he (Mr. j'ila~) was. 

against the boycott oi councils. But he said .. I~ o,Jr Mallom· 
roedan brethren adopt a we shall have to stat".' by them:' 
go not, therefore, misjudge Lokamanya"l'ilak-.-do not 
misintertpret his werd<;. Had he bet:n lifing to-day-bad 
he been watching the current of ttffairS, who knows what • 
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~urse--he would hav!' adopted? For Illy p,art, I. am periectly 
sure. that as a means of bringing the gulf betw~ the Hindus 
and Mahommedans closer he would q.ever have hesitated. 
but would haw ca'i~ in his lot with the Non-co-operation 
movement heart and 5(mls (he<"U", hear). 

Gentlt'mm, in supporting th~ resolution· of Mahatma 
Gandhi and in opposing the amendment of Mr. Pal, J conies~ 
that I rise:, to do so with a sellse {if some pain and anguish. 
This time-the first time in five years--that I have occasion 
to differ from Mr. C. R. Das and Mi·. Bepin Chand.ra Pal,. 
But there are occasions in th{' lite of human individua.ls and 
nations when personal Cl)n~ideration must sink into nothing­
when we must ~tand up only for the truth-whPn we must 
stand up only for the light-when we must stand up only 
for justice-when we must stand up only for our country­
l~ all else sink into oblivion (hear, hear)4 

Gentlcmell, please turn to Mr. Pal's amendment and I 
shall show you how futill' it is. Mr. Pal accept.s the principle 
of non-eo-operation, not simpl} that, he :J.dopts the programme 
()f Mr. Gandhi. He recommt'nds it for imml~diate consider­
ation and, to usc his eircumlocutory language, for ('ventual 
adoptum. Imm~iate consideration and eventual adoption I 
He accept" the principle-he accepts the progtamme. What 
then is tbe difficulty? \\-'hat must be the steps then t He 
says, wait, let us send a lIlis~ion to England-another expedi­
tion of mendicancy. Peoph- say that resources for this mission 
have been exhausted. But according to Mr. Pal the resources 
of mendiCancy arc inexhaustible. Names may be different. 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malavia ill accorrlance with -his peact:ful 
nature cal~ it a deputation. Mr. Pal calls it a political 
lIlissiocJ... Mr. Jinllah yesterday ~ it ,in ,miUtary sty!e--­
-.0 ' W~tUl1l : .. ,But, mission, deputation and "ltJtnatu~, 
-__ !ever ~u may'{>lease to call it, it comes to ,~be same aIl~ 



another violent efiort of mendicancv. Y uur kicks of the 
past, your rebnft-; of thr past may not have been enou~h. 
But you want to send another deputation for what and to 
whom? He ~ays,-<;end a deputation t9 the Prime Mmister. 
Apart from the absolute futility of th(> who It' thing, mark 
also tlw indecent and hopeless character of the whole husiness 
\Vhat lI.!s the Prime Minish'[ to do ill t1li" lllattPT? How 
ran he help you in this? Haw ~'ou not had ('!luugh of the 
Bnti"h Parliament -havt' Hot \'Ol! harl enclllgh uf the House 
ot Lord..; and the Hou<;t: of Commun.., both? Why shoalrl 
~'()1l f~i"("Jtl11t recen t f-xp('rir~tlcr? \\'Il\' do yon huild your 
hopes upon a foundation which i ... absulutely ins('~ure and 
which is absoilltdy llnn'liabh>? Gentlemen, thi" qucstion 
of sell (ling a rnis..,ion h not Ih(' only 1-'Oll1t ()f diffcn·]wc. Therc 

i ... another point of diJkrl'llcl'- that i" the "ital point. "i::, 
t h(' boycott of til<' ekct Hll1 to the conl1l'lI-.. Two month", 
ago--thr('e months ago - one had thollf'ht that Mr. Bepin 
Chandra Pal was not \'(·ry kC('n ahout these dections., But 
\lOW he thinks that thl' fatt' of tt\(' COl1l1tr,,' stands or fall". 
with thes!' electiun,.. If th(> fate of the collntry wa~ ~uch a 
fragile aftair 011(' !-'honld n'ally dr<;pair of it. He says. W(" 

Innst get elccted, whv) for ttl<' purpose of paralyzing thl' 
~u\'~,mmel\t. 'I b\>g Ill" pardon. H!' mad!' a mt·taphysicat 
di<,Lnrtion brtw(>(,l1 gO\'I'rnmellt and anministratiol1- he 
~aid that he wa" not going to paralyse the govenim('nt but 
he W:;IS ~oillg to paralY"I' the administration, In other words, 
h(' would not paral)',;£' the body but only the function (If the 
hody The diffen'lln> of such a metaphysical distinction 
may be apprt'ciatcd by Mr. Pal, but an humble mortal like 
m~'se)f fails to percein' it. ]n any casf', how is this wonderful 
{laralysis of the administration to be efJec~ed? I:Ie says • 
. We shall go and refuse to vote the budg~:t;' but gentlemen, 
tht, budyE't is not for you to give your vote to or withhold 
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from. It is possible only !'o far as supplies are concerned. 
A ctuiotls fallacy lies at the hottom. So far a.<; the revenuc!' 
uf the Government art' concerned it wholly lies with the 
Government. Your paralysis will not deprive them of one:­
~olitary penny- ·it will not depri\'(' them of 011(' solitary 
Hickel coin of th(·ir income. All that von can do even as - , 
regard" expcnrliture-the bulk of it ·_·at I('ast the four-fifths 
of it--i~ beyond your control, placed within the clutches of the 
l{('served Department. You ran only muke some alterations 
ill tlw allotments of th(' Transfl'rn'rl DqJartmellt. And 
(\Tn there your power j" tor temporar)' dclay--for ~oml' 
tl'mporary embarrassment. And in onlPr to obtain thi~ 

--harlow of power should you likt' to undergo thi" wastl' ot 
time-thl;; waste of ellergy that rna) ]W J1eCt'ssary for thiS 
kind of thing? Some of our critics have ;,aid--what do you 
gain by boycotting the conl1r-ib? Hy h('y,otting the c-ollntill', 
WI' gain nothing, rn()~t probably l'xcf'pting that Wl' have 
('Ilergy at our di"po~al We han' timl' at uur disposal and 
mom'y at our <lispo;,aJ for organising Ihl' COUll try "ol1d for 
non-c-o-opl'ratioll. bllt beyond that then' i~ another point 
which you must take into con"ideratioll anrl thaI i'\ tht' great 
probh'm--what YOll rnll~t do with your Mahonwdan brethreu. 
They had adopkd thi~ couJ:,e ---they have adol~t('d this gro· 
gramme. Are ~'ou going to stand by them or are YOli going 
to take your stand J><'hind such rdornwt\ council of yours? 
(~fntlemen, Islam stands at your gate--{'xpectant and hopt·­
ful, I may almost say, "tamb with th .. right hand. of fellowship 
outstretched towards yOIl. The question is what you .... iIl 
uo. Will you grasp this right hand of fellowship and side 
by side, hand in hand and shoulder to ~houlder march 
011 along. the path which leads to the ~hining mansions that. 
are the abode of freedom? Will you do that? Or, will you, 
upcm narrow technigtl grounds of mean temporary ex-

• 
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,pe4ienIl;Y, reject the profcrred friendship of Islam and stultify 
~f 'and stultify yOW" rountry? That is the .great 
Problem before you. And so far as that is concerned. I 
beseech you, think well, think wisely-think nOt for this 
moment but for the years and centuries to come before you 
decide-before' you set seal upon your destiny. (Loud 
cherrs) 

Mr. C. R. Das. 

Prpsident,latiies and ~eutlemeu, I rise to support Mr. PaI:s 
amtmrlment. I do not desire fo t:tk" up much of your tim~ 
111 discussing the que<;tion as I fed that almost everything 
has been placed hefore YOII for your consideration. I de')irc 
to say one 'or two words which "truck me as of importance and" 
which I feel most, belofr YOI1 come to a decision on this most 
important question. 

Mr. Gandhi has told you that altho~-
A voice-Please call Mahatma Gandhi. Mr. Das."-Yes. 
Mahatma Gandhi. But I want to teU you that I yj'eld to 
none of you in my reverence for Mahatma Gandhi. Please 
do not interrupt me in that way. 

Mr. Das continuing said, Mahatma Gaudhi had. told you 
that the only test which you are applyiJ;lg for c~ ,to decision 
is 'not the tcst of his personality but the test of reason. I 
therefore feel cntitled to appeal to your reason. If ~ q~tion 
had been h~twp-cn my"df and Mahatma Gandhi as Personalities 
I would not have thought fit to trouble even onc, single nJ,an 
because, however, much we may differ, this may l;te adlllitted 
and gratefully admited that he is the greatest peFnality'to­
day·in India.n public life (hear, hear). The q~ion is JlQt. 
of his personality here at all as.e ~ ~ )'9\,1. ~: 
.quesijon is what arc th~ rcaSQns upon w;tt:lt you _1 be 
asked te adopt Mr. Pal's lUnenQ,mtIDt/ The ~~pon qs 
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been discussed threadbare. It is admitted by aU':""an of; 
uS af'~ agreed--when I say all, r .say practically' all are 
agreed'that the only goal at the present moment is complete 
responsible government. There is no disput~, as r~ards that . 
It is not new that we have rome to this' conclbsion. 'When 
the Congress was held in Bombay, I mean thefspecial 
~e~sion of the Congress, I thought then that the only things 
to ask for was ('omplete responsible government. I aid not 
then do it because at that time there was a split and we all 
expected that if we lowered our demand our friends who had 
kept away from the Congress would cotDe' in. At Delhi aiter 
that : I was of opinion to put forWard our demand for complete 
responsible government. We did not rlo it for the ~mt' 

consideration. 
Gentlemen, after that there was the Punjab occurrence 

and you have got before you the Khilafat. question. I 
will not discuss them. I will say this that jf I was of 
opinion before theSt' occurrences that the only thing to 
ask for is complete responsible government, my opinion is 
hundred times stronger to-day that the only thin~ worth 
living for, worth fighting for, is (:ompJete responsibll' 
{!:overnment (hear, hear) . We are, therefore, aU of us al?rt'ed 
on that question. 

The next question i5-" w~t is the means." Please 
00 not, 1 pray you, attach importance to such insignificant 
things as the sending of a mission or d~putation to England. 
I know that it means nothing. I take it out of the amendment. 
It does notJOSe its strength in my opinion. I am not asking 
you to go ~,·a' beggar. We bave ceased to do that from the 
year 1901 and I am not weaker to-day than I was in 1907. 
CaU it a deputa:~n, call it a mission, caU it a mockery, have 
it or rejeCt' it, tha'does not touch the question which .• you 
have got to d«;ide. ~ not be carried away by side is~, 

. , -
4 



so 
Tht: only question before you to-day is ~on-co-operatiull , 

and the applicability or the practical methods of non-co­
operation. Then' is no other i!'sue' before you. There i~ 

no qut'!>tion whether Non-eo-operation is or is not the onl) 
po"~ihle id~al. Snme say it is the only possibl(' ideal. Tlwrp 
i .. no other ideal. The question is not of ideal. We arc' 
practirally agr('('d upon that, But the question is what aI',· 
th e· f'ffecti\'(: steps that we are to adopt at the present In()ment . 
'\1\olt \!> the only question , Now, gentlemen. I ask YOll to 
con"ider this, Do Mahatma Gandhi's practical ~tep:-, . r 

" Im'an his proposal before you, constitute the ideal or doc," 
not constitlltf' the reali"ation of that ideal at the pn'sl'nt day 
at the present moment? That is a question we have no\\ 
got to an~wl'r. If m.\· re\'er('c! friend speak ... after ml' pro­
bably ht' will all.;wc'r that ql1estion, r have not ytt hl' ani 
hl~ answer. .. Surrender of all tit1('!'> and honorary office ... 
al\d resignation of nominated seats in the loca! b . .J(lies." - -i~ 

It to he done at the pn'!'>f'nt moment --- the present day , 01 

I>' I I to be done in the course of fin' year!'> or is it to bt, done ill 
r Ollr<.(' of ten Yl'arc,) J)1l ,n' ,;tart 1I0W? 1f not to ~tan 

n('w , t hl'n arl' thc'r l" an.\' practical step.; to be adoptt>(1 at th( ' 
1'1'. · ... f'nt m~ment? Let Il~ 1I0t oelude ourscl\'es-lel 11-; not 
t~fi.;' I' shelter in the \'('rbiage of words and phrast's, 

Th"1l gradual withdrawal of children trom schools and 
l'(.llq;l':' ... _- What does it mean? Is It an ideal? If it is an ideal , 
i"- it prolctical? If it is a step to be tdken now do not sa~; 
gradual. I wallt to know-- I haw got to t'xt'rcise my vote. 
I :"111 t'llt1tlrd to know·- -what i ... it that yO\l mean. Do you 
fII 'all that thl' children are to be takl'n away from schoob 
and college!' at once) Do you mean that (no, no)? No , 
thl~n gl'ntll>men, it is 011\ ideal, it is not a practical step, It 
i" at-. ideal not to be realised, 

.t voice-Mahatma Gandhi will answer. 



( 5I 

Mr. . Das-Yes, Mahatma Gandhi will reply. I win 
not- run away and if I find reasons against me I win accept 
thC'm. 

Mr'Das continuing said, "Only I am drawing this distinc­
tion bttw~en the ideal and the application of it at the pr~nt 
rl~y. That is not in its powet. It does not appear to me 
as a realisation of that ideal at tht' prf'!'Cnt moment. All tha,' 
I wnnt to impres!'. on y,)U is thi!' : J.R.t our policy of Non-co­
operation ht' not a mockery of words . If you mean it. if 
it is to be thl' injunction of the highest National Assembly 
n this country, 1pt it '\)(- iin tl'rms which can bl' unde~tood 
hv everybody who ha!' got the intention, the' df'"ire to follow 
that injunction (hc:-ar, hf'ar). I am a humbll.' servant of the 
Indian National Congres5. I want an injunction in the 
dearest possible tl.'rms. I want to know- -am I to take my 
rhilrlren from our schools and Maktabs? (no, no). I am told 
no ThereforI' do not put it forward <1S a practical st(~P at 
thl' prf'»ent moment. E\'('n great propo<;als must be admittC'd 
to logICal treatment. I hf'ard a voice <;av· -no, not now. Is 
it to be after the' (,stahlishmcnt of n~tional ('rlucati~n.'\l 
in,;titntiolls? (yes, },(''') . Ah, I know that . That i<; 
what the :ltnenoment provides-not to take awav our children 
at th.> pr(,SI'nt morn('nt from tIlt> :-chools (clap And laughJerl 
h('forc w(' f'stahlish national ('ducational institutions where 
Wl' may take thost· children. Do not try to raise tht' second 
story lx>fore you put lip the ground floor (hear, hear). But 
that injunction upon tiS and you will find no more devoted 
"('rvant than f am to carrv it out. P~t a tax on the pE'opJe of 
India, on the st'rvant" of th(' Indian National Congress, put 
an injunction on tiS to giVf' a certain J>P.rcentage of our in­
come to that fund and with that fund start national school~. 
And afte~ you have provided school!> for our children t~ man' 
who will keep away his children in government scboob and 
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r.~l1eces "ill be a traitor to his country. If you wa~t me to 
wit}ldraw my childf"cn frolll schools before that do you eXP.eCt 
tliat other children in India should come out of their schoob 
schoollc!'s possibly to foster anarchy and other c.rimes? 
J)~ you want to do that? (No. no). Then kindly wait till 
you establi<;h your national S<'hools. If you cannot establish 

,national schools it is no use talking tall and big, it is no usc 
;.c.llding mission,> and petitions. You an' such a mighty 
nation, I want to test your capacity. 

I am an idealist, but at the same time a practical man. 
I \\'a~t to test your coura~t'. Is it a stage courage Of i~ it a f{'al 
('(Image? I want to ht'ar you . Do not deceiw yours~lf 

and clo not decpj\'(· others. r do ~lieve in the inherent 
('aparity of my raCt·. I will not eay one word against thc 
Fo~sibiJity of HI(' gn·at Innian nation that is in the makin~. 
(s~y nothing against that. On th!' contrary, if I do not b{'lieve 
III my rarl' I would ccasc to lin It is that which comforts 
1l'H' \l1Hi!'f this gOVf'Tllnwnt, it i!' that idea,1 of the Indian na­
Ilonality that keeps mc up and giv('<; me courage, fortitude 
;mc; pati(>nce in all circumstances und('r which we are placed. 
1 am not doubting the possibjlit~' - ·· it I!' the inh('rent pos~i· 
hility -- and pray to (;od that that pos-.ibility may rt"alise 
itSl'lf . We !->llall do everything in our power to bring that 
:lhOllt and the only way to bring that about is not idlf' talk. 
Build up your school'l. build np your colleges, then pass an 
injunction against all Indians to send their children to those 
!'chool!'. 

Then I find thE' ~1 annal boycott of British courts by 
In wyers. What is the" m<>a!ling of that again? • Do you 
"'<lnt the la'wyers to givr up practifc today? (noi no) . Ah, 
1 k1'W'" that; do not think tha~ I am against i~~ '. If you pass 

Lthis resolution to-oa y, to-morrow I cea.w t!t80 to rourt. . 1 
,,'ant fo know what is the command of ~' llldian National 
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Congress. I ask Mahatma Gandhi to reply, because I haVI" 

got no reply to make after him. I· will take it that he has 
got no Il"ply. I am not a great man. t a~. what I am,~a~l 

. humble servant of the Indian National Congress, t'V~r 'rea~y 
to carry out its command; and with what very little serviN­
I have done in the course of the last few yeari'in the tauSt' 4 

of the Indian National Congrt'ss I ask you, ain I entitit'd 
to know what is your c()mmand? Or am I not ('ntitled to 
know it? Am I to follow the Indian National Congress o~ 
am 1 to follow Mahatma Gandhi's ever~' now and then? -Tt>ll 
me what I ought to do. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru.- I rise to a point of order. Is it 
llpell to a memeber of the (!'..ongress to stand ~p and question ~ 

Mr. Das.-I am entitled to know I say and my OWII 

f('a:;on is this. If )'011 feel that you are strong enough al 
the pres"nt moment---and whatever this non-violent non-co· 
ope-ration might be-if you feel it in your heart of hearts, 
not in words, put your hand on ~'our breast and answer tqat 
q\1~tion . If you fed it nec~sary, then why these serif!!', 
of • gradllals.' (hear, hear .) 

Mr. I>as continued :-
I now come to the most important questiorf which i\ a 

source of difference between myself and Mahatma Gandhi 
and that is the boycott of the councils. My an\wer is very 
short. It is not a.<; if J am asking you to go to the council 
as the only practical step towArds the realisation of the ideal 
of Non-eo-operation. I am willing to accept everything 
that Mahatma Gandhi has laid down. Only I want to have 
it made clear as to whether it is gradual or whether it is 
immediate. I am willing to accept every part of it aM all 
that I !lay is this-do not leave it for the application Qf the 
same principle ot Non--co-operation. I was told this morning 
by Mahatma Gandhi that the only question is whetbt! you 
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should attain Swarajya through the councilor wi thou t the 
council. I submit that do not dispose of the question which 
is raised, it is not through the council that I seek to attain 
Swarajya. (hear, hear). I want to make the council m}' 
instmment to the attainment of Swarajya. As I have said 
before. I repeat that this measure of rdorm-do not attach th .. 
slightest importance to it. These measures of reform are not 
fit to be touched. But because you have got something ill 
you~ hand which can be used for the purpose with which 
it is,secured will you not exercise it for securing something 
f'lse? Do not think. gentleman, that the Reform Act is a 
~ft of the' British Government. I deny that entirely. (hear 
hear). It is not a gift, it is sometbing whIch is wrung out of 
the British (;overnment. You have got that. You have 
earned that. It is an instrument which is in the hollow of 
your hands. Will you use it or will you give it up on senti­
mental grounds? (voices of no, no). I say sentimental 
for this reason because the only argument I have heard up 
td now is this that it j" not practicable that yot! will get a 
majority of nationalist member:'. I pause to ask this ques­
tion to you. Do you think it more practicahle that the 
lawyers shonld cease to practise? If you go on waging thi!'> 
bll:ttlc of Non-eo-operation day after day and year aftt'1" year 
1 may tell you that though it may not be practicable thi~ 
year. by the next election you will get a vast majority in your 
favour and nt that precise moment you will be able to use 
that weapon to secure what not? -a little modicum of 
great legislation from this legislature. I beg of you, gentlemen. 
not to give up this weapon, but use that weapon as a means 
tp 'Yring full complete Swarajya for India (hear, hear). Use 
all other methods that you may, but use this also.· I cannot 
unde~tand the wisdom of giving up that which you have 
al1'ea~1 secured, which you have acquired, which you have 
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.earned by the labours of your last thirty-five year'S. Will 
you.gjve that up? I am not asking you to give up any other 
method of Non-eo-operation, but do not give this up. Gentle­
men, with these observations I ask you to accept the amend­
ment which has been put forth before you. (Loud Cheers.) 

Pandit Rambhuj Datta Choudhury. 

Pandit Rambhuj Datta Choudhury supported Mahatma 
(;andhi's resolution and said that Mahatma Gandhi spok~ 
of gradual taking away of boys and girl'l from Government 
..;chook It could not be done all at onc('. Formatiofl of 
national schools ano withdrawal of hoy" and girls from 
Government schools must go hand in hand. Mahatma. 
-Gandhi said that they should serve the pnbIie and at the 
"'<lme time carry on non-co-operation. Should they giw 
up the sewn crores of Mllssalmans, should Mahatma Gandhi 
ask the Mussalmans to give up the councils because the Khila­
fat Conference had resolved on a hoycott and ask" the 
Hindus to go to the council hecause tht' Congress had Siid 
"o? Th(>y must all be ready to sacrifice everything for their 
motherland if they wished for its improvt~meJ1t and "a)v<I­

tion. Mahatma Gandhi said that the council was a trap and not 
a fort or an arsenal. If they acted up to th{' adv{ce of Mahilt­
ma Gandhi they would get Swaraj in olle vear. 

Mr. Jinnah. 

Mr. Jinnah who was received with cheers ~id that he had 
already spoken in the Moselem League. It was a great 
national problem that they were considering that day. One 
wrong after another wrong had been heaped upon them. 
The Khiltfat was the last straw loaded on the camel's back. 
The, question they had to consider was what should- they 
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do now. The difference between Mahatma Gandhi anQ Mr, 
Bepin Ch. Pal was when to begin non-eo-operation. The audi­
ence wa!> thpre surcharged with excitement. Would they tell 
him when he should give up practice. (To-day,--to-morrow). 
A vOIce says" to-day", another says "to-morrow" (cheers.) 
(Pr~sidcnt rings the bell as warning not to argue with the 
members of the Congress). 

Mr. Banerjee spoke in a jocular view of deputation, 
'mission (·tl. Did not Mahatma Ganrlhi s('nd his ultimatum 
to ;h(' Viceroy? 

.\ Voire.--It i'i done. 
Mr. Jmnah.··-Not from tIll' Indian National (ongress 

(chee~.) 

Mr Jmnah -Why did not Mahatma Gandhi put into 
practice- the whole programme at once. It wa!' a poliry of 
nOll·co-operatioll and there was no principle in it. The 
policy of non-co-operation wa,-, excellent and efft'ctive. but 
then> was a great "if." It wa,-, said that they -;hould not 
f~i1 to ~tand b~' th(' Musalmans. He was a :'.foslem himself 
aDd he had workro for unity long. Th!"}; mllst not be misled. 
Mr Win-tOll Churchill had three" ifs " when speaking of the 
J noian..;. 

Mahatma Gandhi. 

Mahatma GandhI, in replying to the criticism agaicst 
bis r('solution, said '- . 

Mr. PresidE'nt and friends, I know that it j.; most cruel 
to kt'ep this vast audience for any length of time, but I know 
that 1 have got to pe.rfonn a duty by you and I shall answer 
!".Om(' of th!" many objections that have been raised against 
th!'" points in the proposition that ha." been put before ,you. 

'Vo.u have now listened to all the speakers but one with 
Tl'Spec;#ul attention. I am exceedingly sorry that you refused 
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to hear Mr. Jamunadas Dwarkadas. But you have heard 
Patidit Ma~an Mohan Malaviya. You have,heard Mr. Jinnal! 
and you have hf'-3.rd Mr. C. R. Vas-a host in themselves, 
tou have heard also the arguments advanced by Mrs. Besant 
alld several oth£,f speakers. They have all a splendid record 
of services behind them and they have hi th(,fto led the Con.' 
grrss and for a number of years they havt· given you their 
best services and I know that you will give all the arguments 
that have be('n' advanced against my propos~tion the best 
consideration that their experience entitle~ them to. But 
at the same time I am here to tell you that with all my a~lxiety 
to be cOIl\"inced of any error of judgment or otherwise that 
I might have commmitted, I stand unconvinced. 

It has been suggested just now by Mr. Jinnah, as abo 
by Mr. r. R. Das, that this programme is impracticable and I 
!\UpPOSl' that it is also sllgg('.;t£'d that it is unpractical. Now. 
if it jo;. impracticahl€' it is not capable of being practised­
that i..; the m!'aning of tht" wont ,'But I venture to suggest 
to you that it i;; capabl€' of being pr'l.cti~('(1 hy e\'(~ry ont to' 
day wh" is affect4,d h~' the several items. There is the in­
troduction of thf' word "gradual" and Mr. C. R. Das has 
\-pry properl~ laid emphasis upOn the word 'gr~d\1al' in order 
to show that it is a recognition of th(' impracticable nature 
of at least two items,.~thl' schools and the lawyers. J respect­
fully differ from him. In my opinion the introduction of 
the adjective is a conc("s-.;ion to ou.r weakness .,and a recogni­
tion of our Ilnreadine<;s. And J admit that with the intro­
duction of th<' adjective th£' two item!' may he absolutely 
whittled down. It will depend largelyttpon the sen.'Ie of 
11ldignatton that has reaUy fired tht, nation and it will still 
more largely depend upon the work that may be put into tht 
programme by the real workers and you lUay depend 'upon it 
that sO long a the Non-co-operation Committee. started 
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by tbe antral Khilafat Committee, is in existence, so IOQ6 
will you find these items and many more continuously pl~eed 
before you for acceptance and every argument - and every 
jnducement will be held out to you, not pecuniary but every 
inducement in the interest of the nation, every appeal will 
bt> made to your patriotic spirit in order that you may b.! 
I,timulated to action. I have not the slightest doubt even 
with the experience of a month and a half b::hin1 lUo in saying 
that we shall have a fairly gooJ response from th~ country. 
J 'contend that the programme is not unpr·actical bat it j., 

practv:al in the sense that anybody who wishes to enfore.· 
these items can do ~o to-day. It is not a phy~ical impossi­
bIlity with him, as practically It io;, if he wanted really to 
enforce a complete boy cot t of foreign goods. In my humble 
opinion that is a' practical Impossibility as these items ai'!' 

undoubtedly not. I have given you my reasons for accclJt­
iug this item in my programme, only because I believe as that 
ill theory it is a sound thing, but I wa~ most anxious to 
place before the' nation only those things which the nation 
if if was willing and ready, could put into practice to-day. 
Let me not con('.(·al one great fact from you. I do suggest to 
you that if you want to carry out the programme of nOIl­

co-operation us it has been sketch~d by me it is expected 
of you and you will find in the course of our peregrination,., 
that which w(' shall be continuously dinning into your ears­
it is expected of you that if it is at all possible for you you will 
withdraw YOlIT children from schools to-lllorrow and that 
l<twyers will suspend their practice from to-morrow. But 
as 1 have said, if you have not the ability, if you have not the 
imnwdiate readiness the introduction of the adjective gives 
you tpinking time. I decline to accept the interpretations 
that sOJDc of the audience laid upon these two items when 
questioned by Mr, C. R. Das, that they arc to withdraw 
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their children when the schools are ready. That, in my 
opidion, is building before the foundation . I cannot put a 
handsome pile of buildings or even erect a cottage without 
having children to educate. And when a nation is, at war 
-~violent or non-violent,-it is an indispensable condition 
that it stops the schools and colleges and its law courts . Two 
wars I have gone through mysplf, and in all these two wars [e 

notict'd that the schools remained in suspended animation 
and so wert: the law-courts closed. The result was-or rather 
because the litigants had no time to think of their privat"e 
quarrels and the parents came to the conclusion th~ the 
best education that the children could receive at a time, 
,-ritical in their history was that they should understand 
that it was better for them to ha vc their ('ducati()n suspended 
for a time than that they should remain in a state of ~lavery 
Olear, hear) . These two items, therefore, are undoubtedly 
the test of our feeling in the matter anci if the nation feels, 
will the nation act up to thl':-;e two thing!'> ? 

Much has bem mad(' of want of notice and if tbt' fach 
were a-; they ar(' supposed to be, I think that it would' be ' 
50und argument, but perhaps it has escapt'd even Babu Bepin 
Chandra Pal's notice and I fct'l it has escaped even Mr. Jinnah's 
notice that really this qu('stioll of notice arise!1 only becauSt' 
of tht' introduction of a n('w t'lcmcnt in the programme, 
viz. the demand for Swarajya; and you are making a ncw 
demand for Swarajya; perhaps the argument would be 
final that we as an honourable nation ought to give a clear 
and emphatic notice to the British people. But in my 
programme it is not put even in that fashion . I have sa.id 
that without Swarajya it wiU be impossible to prevent a 
repetitioJl of the wrongs such as have been inflicted ill con. 
nection with the Punjab and therefore in this programm:. 
Swarajya is not an independent demand but it is a demand 
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made because in th(- opinion of the Congress it is nece;>$ary 
in order to guard against future contingencies to have 
S,warajya. In my humble opinion, there'is absolutely nothing 
wrong in it. But I go further. Both Mr. Jinnah and 
Mr. Malaviya have. accepted Bahu Bepin Chandra Pal's 

,programme, You will find therein that some of the item!' 
arE" to he enforced from to-morrow and what the amendment 
~tatf's is that the other items will be reduced to practice 
later on. Pending, you will see the expression there mean­
while, . that is to say, while the Mission is conducting it;; 
affaits some portion of the non-co-operation programme 
is to' hI' C'nforccd frum to-morrow and why not? It is a 
mistake to suppo~ that there was a notice given to tht:' Viceroy 
by an individual. It was a notice given by one of the most 
important bodies that is in existence at tht:' present moment 
in India. that is the Central Khilafat Committee, I think 
it ic:. tht:' duty of the Congress, at least it will be graceful for 
thf' ConRres~ to recognisf' the status of a body which represents 
sI'vcn <Ton's or marly one-fourth of the whole population 
of Inoia. and I think that the Congress may hold that notict' 
sufficient for it!; purpose without in any way damaging hs 
prestig(' or thE' pr!,,,tige of the whole nation which are {'on­
vt:'r~blt, terms. 

I now come to the final point, the pivot, namely, th~ 
boycott of CO\lncil~. I must conies" that I have not yet 
heard a singlf' argument in favour of going to thf' Councils, 
All the argument that has up till now been advanced is that. 
sf'eing that Wf' have done something even through thf'$(' 
CO\lncilg during the thirty-five years, seeing that the refontted 
council is really in respon!\e to our agitation, which I admit 
r.nd sE>eing that there j" greater scope for obstruction- if we­
can command a majority by influencing the voters which too 
I admit. we may be ahle by going ,to the cOWlcils to paralyse 
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the government or the administration as the case 4nay be. 
In on: humble"opinion. as a somewhat superficial. but never­
theless as a student of history-and in English history I have 
found it practically the maxim adopted in English •. public 
life-that every institution thrives on obstruction and, when 
we set"k ekction to the council I as.'mre you that the Govern­
ment will be pleased. They will not be pleased to see the 
nationalists outside thE' Council. J am aware that the 
Government arr eager tQ-day to have the Nationalists in' 
the council in' ordE'r to impair their pOWE'f, You will take 
my evidence for what it is worth. It may bl' bad evieVnce 
but it is thE're. But this is my finn opinion that the services 
that pllbli(' mrn, who want to work for all their worth, can 
render outside the conncil, are infinitely greater than the 
~ervi('es, that we can do being inside the council. What is 
the se-crct of the great power of the late and only Lokamanya 
in the ('ou,ntry? Do you suppose that if Iw had gone to the 
council hr would have ('xcrcis('d that unrivallerl influence 
that hf' f'xercised over th(' millions of Indians ~ (cries of, 
no, no). You have had the rvidrllce given before you -in 
connection with his opinion. I am ('xceedingly sorry that 
you had not anything brought hefore you as to what he con­
~idered in connection with thf' programme of non-oo-operatioll, 
but as the matter has been brought before you it has become 
my painful duty to give you the evidence that is in my pos­
St"ssion. T happenrd at his wish to wait upon him nearly 
a fortnight before. his demise in company with Maulana 
Shaukat Ali and he said these words, .. I personally believe 
that it will be better to go to the councils and obstruct where 
it was nect'Ssary and co-operate where als.o it was nece.<;sary.l, 
But whE'n Maulana Shaukat Ali told him what about. hir 
promise to the M'ussalma~ in Delhi at which aiso I was 
present, he immediately added .. 0, yes, if the Mussahnans 
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do the fhing " and ht, laid emphasis on it, not merely'spoke 
.. but if the Mussalmans really do the thing, ;{ they ooycott 
the councils, 1 c:.ay, I give yon my word for it, my party will 
stand h~' you 1Il everything that you do," But I do not want 
you to exaggerate the value of this' evidence as I know that 
his name is a name to conjure ",;th us and as his opInIOn must 
carry great weight to those of us who believe in him- -alsy 
h .. Iicvc in his great service and who believed that he wa;; 
'~lI1ri\'alled in his continued persecution for tlw attainment of 
Swarajya, naturally any opinion that might be said in having 
com' from him must carry weight. What do the"e counril,. 
JlH'an ~ The simple test, ] ,-enture to presf'nt to you and my 
riders is this. The two wrongs that we have really to consider 
an' thf' Khilafat and the Punjab. ])0 you believe that by going 
tc. tht, Conncil, hy engaging in th(· debate" you can product: 
a direct impre<;sioll upon the Briti~h Ministers and securl' 
.~ f('\'i";lon of the knn;-, and a fepentance for the Punjab? OUI 
[( ·\'t'red broth('r and !t'a<h'r Panelit Madan Mohan Malaviya 
h,\" said to \I.., that very ~oon all that the Congress Sub· 
Committe(' ha-; a"kt'd for will be granted, because some of 
th. · oifJC(' rs or most (If the offiu'r..; hav(' gOlle Of will be presently 
gll\n~ . III tht' month of April ('ven the Vicrro~' will be going 

• Pan(ht 'Mala\'h a -- r ;;aid ,it would come to pass. 
Mahatma Ghandhi-l r('spectfully submit that it is not 

",h.lt I at kast. wht'n ] put my pen to that report, intended. 
1 s,lid too "mphaticall~' even at our discussion that the dis­
mi.;;;ab of thest· officers should he unconditional and should 
be ba~('(l upon their incapacity and the atrocity that they 
w,'rl' gllilty of and not by efflux of time, and tll(> Viceroy 
.. houlo bl' compulsorily retir('d if Iw does not tender hi:; 
n'signation befor(' his time, It docs not serve my purpose 
wh,'n th(' Viceroy g(){'s by ('ffiux of time and 50 do the officials, 
,\Od if the officers are retired compulsorily but not retired , 
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I ,,:atlt a repentant heart. 1 want a clean heart, 1 want a. 
change of heart. And I miss any repentancc. -1 miss a 
change of heart--I miss that hand of fellowship which I had 
thought was extended at the time of the Amritsar Congress, 
and that is my reason for ha"ing thcn suggested co-operatioll. 
with the Go\"ern~r.t, but having found out afterwards 
- because some one asked why it was I had changed--t1~ 
rl'a~on is surely obvious. I had full faith then that the Khilafi6t 
wrongs at thilt time had not evell been inflicted---that the, 
Punjah wrong~ would certainly be righted, but to my sul\:>risc, 
a painful revelation has dawned upon mt: that these British 
n1111ister,; or the Government of India never meant well 
h\' the peop\t' of IndIa. What do I find? Instead of repl'u­
tann', an in ... olt'nt chal1engt· i!i given to Illdia, that if you 
w;mt to b(' ruled by Britain, excuse me the eX}Jression, I 
u~e that t'xpr(',;;slOn advisedly-·-the price i!) terrorism. I 
therdon', want to make this party of terrorisls a present 
of these law courb --a prl',;cnt of the edu<:ation of my chil<'w-cn. 
If I cannot bring into being National Schools and colleges 
I certainly d"dinc to wait for the establishment of thc~ 
5chools. Ncces,-itv is the mother of invention and whtn 

'wi • • 

there art' children without ~hoob, I promi5c that our rcvl'red 
leader him~l'lf will be going hom place to place and collecting 
!>ubscription~ for op('niJlg natIOnal schoob (hear. hear). 1 
00 not want to stan'(' th(' Indian mind. I want e\'try Indian 
to be educated but educated along proper lilles~educatt,-d 
to understand the dignity of his nation allli nut' to receive 
any education that b('fits a slave. That b my contention 
with rderence to th .. schoob. 

I have told you the main points about the eotlllcib .. 
There are many other things; but two things I would like 
t() reiterate. Do not befog the publ!c mind, T~ public 



will not t4lderstand our fine distinction if we mean by non­
co-operatiou that non-eo-operation must commence at the 
top. viz., in the body miscalled the represt"ntative body, ·viz., 
the refoOTIf'd Council and it the best minds of the country 
rerusf' to' associate with that government even as obstruction­
i!4t, I promis(' that the Gove11llllent's eyes will be opened. 
,fhc condition i!' that those who refrain will not go to sleep, 
hut move from one cud of the country to the other and brin~ 
(,v!'ry grievance to the notke not of the Government but of 
11\(' public, and that is, if my programme is carried out, 
the ~ngress win be doing from year to year-not ignore any 
grievance but give public expression tu those grievance .. , 
~o that the volume of wrong ever increasing a!'> it rolls, inflames 
this great nation and enables the nation to harbour, to 

c<'nSt'rve all its anger, all this hrat and transmute it illto an 
il n·~istible energy. 

Plt'ase recognise one fundamental SI.,tt\t'd fact that the 
Moslt·m L{'agu(' has passed a resolution that t\wy are going 
to boycott the rouncils entirely. Do you belie\"(' that one, 
fOllfth of our body may pull on(' way and three--fourths 
anoth(·r way (no, no) . If hoth w!'re runnin~ along paraUrl 
h1l<,s and in the sam!' dirf'ction T can nndrr<;tand it, but 
11I'rI' we will t-e pulling tht' opposite way. hi it right that it 
shOlHd ~o happen and can the Hindus gain anything even 
hy a policy of obstruction, if every bt-liev<'f in Islam bQycott 
the councils as he would boyrott sin? That is the religious 
position of Islam. They consider that it is sinful for them 
to go to the ronncil-to takf' thrir oath of allegiance. Let 
not pracfkal India-let not practical politicians who gather 
hert' from year to year forget the settled fact. if they believe 
that tht'Y will be' able even to chang~ the Muslim mind, if 
they belie\'t' that an tht: resolutioll!'o of the Mus">almans are 
llious wi!th~. then ct'rtainly the argummts that 1 have now 



( 65 ) 

advanced fall to pieces; but if you believe that ilk Mussal­
ma'h!> are earneot, that tht'y fed the wrongs and as time 
rolls on, the wrongs instead of dying out. instead of being 
{orgotten will gather force Jay after day, then ~ou will 
under,;tand that as time got's forward the ('ncrgy of the 
M u,;~alrilans will increase whetlwr the Hindus help them 
{)f not . That is the choicL' that lit''' before the wholt' of thi: 
~ational .'\SSl'lI1bly. I th~'rd()r\' 'l'''pectflllIy submit to you 
that I am not embarking upon thi" thing without carcf(tl 
thou~ht ,-It i.., not a matter of plC;lstlJ" ' , it i" not a matter 
d joy to me to pit my"df--un humhh- individual a4ways 
liable to error-to pit mysdf ag ,~in~ t the h('<;t lPad er~ of the 
('ouniry . But wirerI' it i ~ a matter of dutv , wherl' I sct' as 
dearly before m(' : I~ I "t' (' th('Sl' light:-; th,lt if we want to 
cement th (' relatioll IJl'tw('('u tire Hindn" and thl' Mahomeclau" 
and it w(' want them t t) 'italllJ, to ('[HIliI'<' fo, <,vcr there is Ilu 

('SCUPl' for liS hut cOnll'ld l' a'i'io('iation with them ~o h.ng as 
they remain, "" far a ... the m eaH.., an ' C('IH',' rned, on the righ t 
path , ~() long a ... tlll'y' adopt hOllourable ITI",IJlS, so Ion" <1" 

they llo nut OVlTf('ach' tlH 'Ill ... dve" in frallling their d('rnands 
and >;0 long as I hdl"Vl' they dl) not r" ... ort to vi()lt~nce, , 

There an' many lIthl'f thjllg~ which have b(;,-11 said ~llld 
to which I llIth! han' given ;J rt'»ly. Bllt I-know thit I 
have already trn~d youI' pa t l<'l1(," unduly (crit'~ of no, no). 
:\1y bu"in\.:s" i" fini'ilwd Whl~1l I h;lVL~ pl<lCl'd every argument 
that come" to me in a (ltspas.;iunatc mallll('r not a-.; all advocate, 
but if it b at all po,;sihlt ~ for me, a" a judge. But I assure 
you I have endeavoured to place the whole argument purely 
and simply as a judge, T ow(~ a great deal to Pandit Madan 
Mohan MaJa\'iya, TIl(' relation perhaps that subsists 
bdween him and me, the country does not. know, And I .. 
would give my life to placate him, to please him and to follow 
him at a respectful distance (hear, hear) ,; but when itl?ecomes 

5 
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a matter of sacred duty and conviction I hold that I am 
absolved and I know that he absolves me from any ~uch 
obligation of following him. And if I who venerate him 
adopt a 'course different from hi", you will unnerstand that 
I am ah~olutcly serious and sincere when I ask everyone of you 
lil thi~ pandal to use your own independent judgment and not 
to be earned away in the slightest degree by my personality . 
.u~nally, if you pass this resolution-you will. do so with 
ytf.ur ('yes open. If you think that everyone of you indivi­
I!uall~ has the capacity-has thr willingness to offer this 
small measure of sacrifice in thp naml' of the nation, for the 
~ak(' 01 the nation-·for the sake of securing lasting friendship 
with the Mussalman", you will not he<;itatc to adopt this 
resolution. Bllt if you cannot satisfy th('~(' cunditions you 
will not lll'!->itate to reject thi~ propOSition. (Loud cheer,,). 

President's concluding Address. 

The Prl"!-'ident who on rising rcceivcn a great ovation 
snid.:-· 

B~' province" Mahatma Gandhi's proposition has been 
e~\IJjed HlOUh of 'Gandhiji' ki jay). That proposition 
has h('('n carrir'd bv 15 I votes to 18. The total numberedoi 
delegates asst~mbled i~ tht' meeting that werl' registered wa" 
5814. The total of those who took part in tilt' voting was 
2773 out of which 1826 "oted for Mahatma Gandhi's proposal, 
884 for Mr. Pal'~ am('ndment and 63 were either neutral or 
hostile. Now I want to crave your indulgence for a few 
minutes for my concluding remarks. At the outset I thank 
you from the bottom of my heart for the co-operation, I 
received from you, to bring this great gathering to a successful 
dose-:-tlle courtesy and kindness with which you treated 
me tht'se six days has touched me very much (applaust'). 
All my Jife I have nq,t seen another gathering either in this. 
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country or anywhere else which is so much surcharged with 
elecfricity as the present one. Nevertheless, the incident~ 
which I may regret, have been so few and that was all due to 
your kindness, courtesy and indulgence, and I thcmk you 
all for that. Before I refer to one or more regretable incidents 
which have taken place, refer to them I must, I want to tha~ 
the Reception Committee, its Chairman, its Secretaries,· 
the Captains and the Vice-Captains of the volunteers for tljj 
splendid hospitality they gave us all. I never expectll 
anything less from Bengal. Bengal has never failed to rise. 
to the occasIOn and inspite of the scanty notice and ·short 
time they had, they have been able to make such splendid 
arrangements and give ,>uch splendid hospitality that it has 
given us immense proof of Bengal's patriotism. One word 
more about Bengal. I wallt to assure my Bcngalee country 
men that I have always regarded Bengal to be forward and. 
the intellectual leader of India (Hear, hear). But Bengal 
has to a certain extent ceased to give the lead. I am saying 
this from the bottom of my heart. (.\ voice-you are qaite 
right). Bengal ha'> given the purest ideal of nationalism. 
Bengal has shown us the way how to make sacrifice for ~ht' 
cause of Motherland (Hear, hear). There is zv>t one pro­
vince-not one community in India which has electdfied 
the country by its noble sacrifices in the cause of the mother­
land as Bengal has done (lfear, hear). 

I wish every province had the same record to follow 
the example of Bengal. If therefore in anyone particular 
instance Bengal does not give the lead, J am sure 1 aID very 
much hurt at heart. I want Bengal to continue to lead 
because 1 believe in its sincerity and in the depth of your 
patriotism. My love for them. my admiration for -them' 
have not decreued ill the least jf I have spoken a single word 
in anger about Bengal. 
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After having paid my homage to Bengal I crave r~lUr 
indulgence to make a few more remarks upon th~ l'roceedings. 
Firstly, I want to refer to onl.' or two regret able incidents 
for whicl, ao. the Pr~sident of the Assemhly I want to make 
a kind oj apology. First of all about that unfortunate and 

.fmintl'ntional and unconscious rderence made by a Bengali 
~p~ak('r "bout the nationality of Mr. Montagt;r. I have received 
<i',tclegram in which a point of objection wa ... rai~ed to that 
remark. 1 want to tdl the assembl~ that I have the highest 

~tespe~t for the Jl.'wlsh Community. ] went abroad and since 
.[ have been in Amtrir,a 1 have tht' greatest respect for them 
as I say that some of the J l'W!; arr the- greate~t thinkers, 
writers and soldier~ 01 the world. And ~o Jews arc 110t 
entitled to 1'1' talked of contemptibly by any of us. Serondly 
we must not fOlgct that the jcwo. arc Asiatics (Hf'ar, hear) 
-and therefore they arc with us as OIle of us. You may criticise 
Mr. Montagul' as a Bnti;;h Cabinet Minister and as a British 
public man. So in your naul(' and on your behalf I \\ ish to 
express regrt't for tha t ab~olutdy IInconsciou~ and uninten­
tional inci(k-nt. 
" .- Next I want to thank you, first of all, for the diften'nce 
in your treut:1wnt to 1\1 rs. Besant from the first day a~ com­
pared with yesterday. You behawd splendidly yestl.'rday 
when she addressed the meeting and I want to thank you for 

• this. But 1 must expres!' my regret :1t the treatment which 
,you meted to Mr. JumJladas Dwarkadas, Some of the 
moderate leaders are not attending the Congress. I, however, 
admire those who com(' for their love of country and their 
patriotism. (Hear, hear) . If you refuse this platform to be 
nsed hy moderates, the moderates are certainly justified in 
'not coming here to be treated thus (No. No). If this is the 
state of mind of the audience, those of the nationalist leaders 
who do '.lOt agree wit.h Mr. Gand~i will find the same treat-
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1I1ent in the future sittings of the congress. If you conduct 
the business of the congress in this way, you will n'duce the' 
national congress to a pure party organisation built up and' 
founded by some of the greatest men in public life -in the 
country. I appeal to you with all the emphasis I can cOln­
mand that you should n01 reduct' the national charadrr 
of the' organisation. Ii you continue to hoot them down in the 
way which you did yrstenlay and which you are inclined 
to do, it would be impo"slbk for thi" organisation to continu(J 
as a national body and that day will be a black day in.the 
history of India. I HH'rt'iof(' brg of you to change ) our 
trmper of mind amI exercise that disciplinc for which Mr 
Gandhi appe'aled to you--l1ot to rcdnce th(' character of the 
l1ational assembly to an assembly of a partizan character. 

I have rt'joiced all the"e "ix da~'" to find thdt the country 
has found its way. I It'joiC'(' to see that tIl!' country and the 
national as-;embly have a clear political visioll_ They have 
a clear concrption of tht' l\1enno; hv which you will get your 
"ucce<;s. I rejoice to find that thi~ a~';l'mbly has aftp]' <111 
found that Its salvatIOn-the country'~ salvation--must 
('ome from the country itself. (l-Icar). J rejoice to find-' 
that tlH' ('nun try has realised that paltry rt'fofli1s Will not 
~ati5fy you_ Out of a total strength of seven or eight th()U5a~d 
yoters there are only 63, really sIX'aking, who art' opposed 
to non-co-operation or are irarliffen·nt. In sllch a big house 
you have found 63, who for "OIne rea~on or other ha\'c not 
"oted fur ilon-co-operation. I will say without fear of 
contradiction that the bulk of the country is in favour of 
non-co-operation. I am afraid I am tq giv(" expression to 
viev.s which will not bc acceptable to you all. As the P~esi­
dent of this great assembly my position is like that of the 
Speaker of the House of Commons. But still I will be faliling 
in my duty if I do not spea~ my mind ott this programme of 
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non-co-operation. I may tell you at once that I am absolutely 
whole-hearted in support of the Non-eo-operation Movement. 
I am not convinced that the programme which you have 
acc('pt~d is the best and the most effective one. I have 
m·y own doubts about several of the items. I am whole­
heartedly opposed to the withdrawal of boys from schools 
and colleges. I do not accept that propo<;ition at all. I 
do not yield to anybody in my desire for national education, 
"for establishing national institutions and giving my lift.' f()r 
national educational problems. J was a boy of eighteen 

l • 
years of age when I started my liff' In April If)IO 1 gay!:' the 
best part oi my income to the building up of national edu­
cational illstitutions. Pardon me for this brief personal 
refert'nce. After a great deal of !>tudy and eXPf_>rirnce I 
have come to the conclusion that you cannot construct a 
national system of education without a National Government. 
~Hear, hear). You must dirt.'ct all your energy to have a 
national Government and unless you have national govern­
n.ent, to talk of national education, is in my humble opinion, 
not fruitful. After 25 years of my experience I have even­
i.lally come to the conclusion that the conception of national 
education i.-'1 the country is very defective. What is national 
etiucation and how it should be carried out? Will it be 
Hindu system or Muhammadan? The question bristles 
with difficulties. They are not insuperable or insoluble, 
but they are very difficult. I do not know of any nation 
that has solved the problem of education by any other body 
except the Government of the country which takes the 
revenue. It will be absolutely suicidal to withdraw your 
bo~s and girls from schools and colleges (hear). Go on 

.establishing what I call private schools. I do not call them 
national schools. Even in this country an attempt. was 
made... It was the ~ational Council of Education in Bengal. 



It was found irnpossihlr to carry it on t. You should have 
private'school<;, colleges and pathshala<; and some such 
institutions, but you cannot solve the pruhlem of nationa I 
education unless you have a n3.tional Governm~nt. I ~ant 
thc wholc attention uf til\' country to b::: directed to an~ 
concentrated on this that you mu"t have a national Govern­
ment before you have national education. Th(·ft· is a great 
deal in the contention of Mahatma Gandhi that the education 
is a false education which yon recewe. YOII want to be: 
Indians. But what you want to be is not a bodv of thl' ancient 
Indians but modern and up-to-date and prog~t'S5IV(, Jndia~ls. 
You should not go backward but mu<;t go forward. You 
must conlbine western and pastern culture together. 

I am afrald that the rc~olution dt'aling with the with­
drawal of lawyers from courts se{'IllS to me to be impracticable. 
I Illay tell you that I am in no love With lawyer;:, much h'-;'" 
with courts. All that I ,have earned ny law, I hav(' given 
away. The other day I -.pok(· in ~trong language about 
lawyers, I do not con~ld('r thelll to be ah!-.Illulely necessar~ 
for the progre"s of tht' Ila tion'i. Thl'y are more or les:. likl' 
parasites. I may abo tell you that it i., a paradox of Indian. 
life, While the lawyer,; art> the nest leaders of tl~ country, 
I would say .... ith all respl'{ t to them, whell moment of cris~ 
l'omes it is the lawyers who would go back (Cheers). While 
I admile the great and noble leaders like Lal Hara Kisscn 
Lal, Lala Dumchand and oth('r lawyer leaders of the Punjab 
in time of crisis I know sonl{' of th!' lawyers r)f my Province 
who refused to defend thf'm or otherwise cheated them. 
(Shame, shame). I, however, hold that the gradual withdrawal 
of lawyers from courts is an impracticabk' proposition. I 
am in favour of the ideas for establishing courts of arbitrati~n. 
Establish them and take your cas('S to those courts, hut so 
long as the British Go\Tf'mment is ill thil>' ,country, it" i~ im-
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pos.<;ibl~ tn avoid the court~ altogcther. In political case~ 
I may tl'll you that tho~ of us who are foremost 'in den<>imcing 
the Bnti~h Courts, arc thl' first to ask the assistance of lawyer~. 

'Gentlhllcll, my own idta is that the other t",o or thrre mea-
~1I)f'" that ha~e been statcu are very fine bnt they are mOff' 
likc' tlll'!:> in the cart-wheel. J may ~av that you shall not bl' 
;11)11' to paralyse the Governnwnt nnkss you strike at thp root 

oj ecollomic exploitation. EconomIc hon(Iagc i.., the root 
oj poli.tiral hondage. If Y{lll want non-co-oTwration to b(, 
carried into aetnal pradICl' VOlI mn,;t stnke at the root of 

,<:('onofl1ic bondage. No\\', Y(J1.1 han' dddc'd another claus!' 

that 1" till' hoycott of fon'il.;ll gO(1d". You have pa-.:'ed 
that re,;ulutlOn and J wi..,h yon complete SUI'C(-S;' from the 

bottom of nJV heart ahsoJutdy. (lll'ar, hear) Therl' is OIll' 
word 111(1)'(' which I "'peak hefore [ WI:-.h you ~UCC(-';S. Thl're i'i 
a great deal (Jf heat introtill('L,r1 into the dehhcratltJns of tI)(' 
COllf!;rt·';;, (lvn thr qlll'~ti(ln of the ,Col!ncil. 1 11111,;t conie"" 
that Tn, "ympathi,'" an' ,'ntireiy with :'I1ahatm:l. Gandhi 
\Hear, hear'" Hilt my lH'<1(l "ol11c,tin1<''' f('('ls and hegin;, 
to go to the other ;'H]... (Lallghlt'r). That is my contelltioJl 

ilnd you m<1V take it what it i" w(,rll!, Th,'n' I" a good deal 
of fOfl'l' 11, what Mahat rna Camlhi ';<tys With n-gard to these 
hlUBeil::;, Thefe is an in,;idious poiso1l which may demoralise 

those 111('n who an' going to tht' COllncil. THeTt' IS a great 
deal of truth in it. I know trom actual experienc,' that many 
of our friends who,;e patriotism I do not dispute, whose 
high mot1v('s aTl' absnlntdy without question-their patriutIsm 
has been poi50ned by going to the Council. In my life I 
do not expect 3. favour from the hands of those who are not 
wrll-wislll'f;' of your count.ry. What yon han been doing 
for the last 35 years? The leaders of the natiml have been 
crying fc'r co-operation. In the cour~e of a year you cannot 
cha~e 315 milliQtlS of population of thi;, count!)' from ar.i 
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attitude of cO-llperatioll to an attitude of non-co-ope'ation. 
If \OU ',do so yO\l arc liable to fall into pitfalls. You require 
time to hel' that I am afraid that the timc is inadequate, 
I am entin'h' in favour of that programmc providedflP't "is 
('oll>.;itiercd by a joint committee con<.;i~tillg of the best me_ 
of the (,OImtn' to give detail,;, bm at tl1l' ,;al11(' time not to 
gin' away thl' programme of Mahatma G.ll1dhi who j" a 
na tIolla! a,,~d 

J{dernng to thl' deputation to England thl' Prc,;uirllt 
"atd th.lt he had no faith in ~uch a 1>(1(11', From l'xperienc(' 
a:-- a l11t'flllwr of th(' Congrc,; ... Dt'putatwll III 19o.'i he cof!ld 
"a\' that he had IlO faith ill the Unti~h puhllc. Bllt he had 
gn',t\ faith ill publicity t,l the Whllk \\(.rlel. H(' wanted 
imkpcndl'nt (ampalgn of Jluulicity 1Il Am('! I('a, Japan and 
oth.'r cOllntril'''' 

[11 111\ liulll!>!.. jUdgllll'lIt now tl..t! thl' J'('';1,ll1tioll 11a ... 
h'l II pa""l'd. \ Oil ... hllilld ad lip to till' pr"grallll1H' of ll0l1-CO­
op<'r.LII(Ill a ill I I IHIP" alld lrll"t that 111 < our"l' or tilt" ne:\t 
tlm'(' month" \"'[1)1<' tl1l' lll'xt rongn'~" "'It-. at :;a~pllr Y01\ 
\Ill!" ... hu\\, tl) lll<' \IIIIId 11lat you mean what \'OU ~ay (dwl'r:--). 

Ii ~'Ol1 canllot "how any tanglblt rl'"ult [ will call YOll a..;, 
tr,Llt!)I'" to thl' ('alL~l' of VOUI ('ountry. Yon have pkdgl"c\' 
YOllr,,'I\'l'c, 10 thi' progran;ml' Carry 'it fUlward ,~ith all t1~ 
nlt'all' at \our dbl'0~al, with all the '-I'll-sa, rrfi(' and di,>cipliIW 
whirl, you .It(, c<lpablL' of. I from til<' bfJl tom of my heart 

wi~h you ~Ll('Ct""" 1 am not going to tlie (vullcii. Th(' 
dl'('l"ioll j" tinal fur Ille, I 1\ ill, to the l)(''>t of my ability 
co-ojlLTatl' with you In making your non-('(,-opcratioll pro­
gral11 lIlt' ,( SlILCL'o.,-, But at the ~;lJn(' tillle, 1 think it my 
dllt\· to l'xplain my views before you and I beg (If you that 
in ca~l' your programme requires any Il"vision or modificatif>n. 
you should not refuse it. Go on like brave men and women. 
We have ~tiU many men and women, L.f us go on ~q, pro 
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ceedlwith cnthusiasm and confidence. But let everyone 
Of you from early in the morning when you rise till late in 
the evening when YOll to go bed. examine yourself 'and see 
.~D}V much you have done' for non-eo-operation. Let us not 
he ~randed as a nation of bluffers. liars and boasters. 

Addressing the Muhammadans the President said. 
that the honour of the Islamic world was in their keeping 
and if they could not keep that honour they should.be held 
r{'sponsible before God and man. He considered that 
Mahammadan a falst' Mahammadan who having accepted 
tbat programme did not co-operate and put his whole heart, 
property and life into that programme. If anybody W3!' 

not true to that programm{' the first thing would be to 
chuck him away. 

I read an open letter in tht' 'Times oj India.' The 
writer hopt;s that I will not be the grave-digger of the Indian 
National Congress. I ::;ay. that inspite (If all differmC(' 
of opinions you will not allow a split in the Congress Camp. 
I beg of you to change your attitude towards the moderatttb 
and to invite them back. The present moment cannot 
afford to do without them. 

The platform ought to he kept sacred for everybody 
to expres~ his opinion. In conclusion. I thank you fur having 

( 

givcn me a patient hearing. 
The President concluded his speerh amidst loud cheers. 

Moulana Soukat Ali. 

(Moulana Soukat Ali next addressed the meeting IP1d 
in course of hi.s 6peech said that Columbus. for the bel~fit 
of Europe. discovered America. Vasco De Gama for ~' 
~ncfit of England discovered the Cape of Good Hope and ,~ 
President discovered Mandalay for the good of lnd~a.:t_ , 

Continuing the Moulana said that he had ,twolW'dS i~ 
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"iew. First he would do nothing to help Englnd aIIl~dly 
he:would never quarrel with his Hindu brothers. 

He would never stop in his work until he wrested the, 
last inch of Moslem holy land from the hand of the ft ~ers. 

Referrmg to the remarks of Mr. Baptists MO'.,,·1ooJna 
Soukat Ali humorously said that he did not know wht 
Mr. Baptista called him a lamb and the Mahatma a lio:g. 
Strong as he was he CO\lld lift Mahatma Gandhi by his lejt 
hand and put him in his pocket. 

Continuing the <;pcakcr said, that inspite of the fatJ 
that he was a fanatic MU'iosalman and the Mahatma Ottndhl. 
a fanatIc Hindu, hl' took the Mahatma as his guide. Th~ 
reason was that Mr. Gandhi had ful~y understood that the 
fate of India depended upon the unity between Hindus and 
Mussalmans. ThE' speaker continuing c;aid that he wa.; 
fully ('onvinct·d that inspitc of hi,; fragile body Mahatma 
Gandhi was the bravc<.;t mall. If thry chose to be soldielf!' 
Mr. Gandhi would he til(' mo">t pow('rfnl general. He had all 
the qllalitit';, of a gl'lwraL HI' 11l'Ve[ lc,">t his temper a~ he 
had no l'llpmy. Bllt at th,' ">anw time, MahatIl1a Gandhi' 
was the shrrwdest Ballia ill the whol(' COUll try. 

Continuing the speaker said that some, said that they 
~ho\lld {(Jllow Seinfcini">lIl and son1t' advised tttem to alllpeaJ' 
to the labour Ullioll~ ()f Emopt'. Bnt the speaker said that 
he was rpady to go ('(lst, west, north, south, up and down 
where hc could find frt'pciom for India. Some of them 
eounseUed them to S\.>nd deputation to England. But the 
speaker opined that they would be able to derive infinitely 
more benefit if they could send a deputation to the Govern­
ment servants, policemen and the soldiers, because they 
:would be able to impress more easily their own counf!rym~, 
ib1l!lll the British M~' at the Cabinet. . 



Thttl wa!' a great deal of enthUsi¥ID in the Congress 
pandal Thursday morning at the final success of the non­
co-opE'ration re5olution although the attitude of the delegates 
on "fv-P!":-I1.'!'day evening left little room for d~nlbt or the 
sl!:'; -~ct. Instances wen· not rare of peopltt acti~y canvass­
~ng for their respectiVl' side. The result of the pon will bl' 
"lear from the following table :--. 

r· Approxima tt> Supporters Supporter~ Members uf 
No. oI delc- of Gandhi 's of !1fT Pars thf' :\11-

J~aoVINCI; . gates rcgis- resolution . am"nd- IndIa Cou-
teredo mellt. gress Com-

mittee. 
AnuhTa 130 5<1 U II 
Madra.s ]01 101 145 14 
(' cntral Provillc('s ,f,.\ . 10 33 ,. 
Punjab J ,071 :lH OJ.! 20 
Bombay fJ~.! .!I i 93 20 
Smdh 3" 1 (, 5 
Bl'ngal 2,100 .5.'\ ( 395 25 
·jnited ProvIDccs .l51! 2,511 ztl 25 
Delhi 13" 5') 'I 11 
Behar 3b q Illl 28 20 

Burma. 37 '4 -4 i 5 
Bc .... r 41> 5 z8 I " - - ---------

Total 1,8.l6 1'184 

Thl~ number of del<.>gatl'~ n·gistert·d is actually 5814. 
Th<tfigurc in'tllt' abo\'e tabl{' n'prt'':t'nts figures of a few days 
ago. 2373 delegatt>s \'ou·d in all. 63 remained either 
neutral or Oppos('d both th(· resolutjon~. Taking by Provinces 
Mr. Gandhi won his ft'<;olution by 151 to I8-a crushing 
majority. Taking by numerical strength 1826 voted for 
Mr. Gandhi and 884 voted against him. The Indian National 
Congress thu~ adoptt'd the Non-eo-operation programme Qf . 
Mahatma Gandhi after much anxious consideration. 


