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witbdrawal, was "suWer-ed to pass in silence;" and on tbe14th 
Lord Ellenborough had made up his mind to General Pol
lock's protracted stay at J elalabad. On the ~9th he oecomes 
frightened, and di1;llCts a letter to be written to General Pol
lock, warning him 1I0t to be too zealous in his endeavours to 
obtain the release of the prisoners. I s this the conduct of a 
great statesman r Is it that 6f a man even of plain common 
sense? No; it is that of a man so vacillating as to shift 
with every breeze, and even without any external cause for 
change, or so incompetent to the duties of his high charge, 
that all his faculties were overwhelmed, and he forgot by the 
end of the month what he had written at the middle of it ; 
or, what IS tar worse, that of a trickster, am.ious only so to 
play his cdrds as under all circumstances to exonerate him· 
self from blame, and whatever might befal the army at Jelala. 
bad, be able to secure his own reputation from wreck. But it 
this letter of the !il9th May spoke the honest judgment of 
tlie Governor-General-and if it did not, let his friends find an 
excuse for hi; duplicity-it i, clear that he was then anxious 
for the return of the army. Unless the negotiations for the 
release of a part-only a part-of the prisoners were com
plete, (lr nearly 80, at the time of General Pollock's 
receiving the InstructIOns of the Commander.in-Chief, he 
was to come back. This is the purport of the letter, and 
happily it is so decisive, that t!1l"re i~ no possibility 01 
explaining away its obvious meanillg; and, let it ll€ 
remembered, that when these explanatory instructions were 
given, Lord Ellenborough knew that General Pollock was 
deficient in the means of moving his troops, but had excel· 
lent means of providing for theIr comfort where they were. 

The next letter addressed to General Pollock is dated 
the 1st June. It trt"ats of the continued stay of the 
general at Jelalabad as then a settled point; and what is 



its tone? that of disappointment, chagrin, and fear. "The 
retirement of your army," it is observed, •• immediately after 
the vic!ory gained by Sir Robert Sale, the fordll'g of the 
Khyber Pass, and the relief of Jelalabad, would have had 
the appearance of a military operation :uccessfully accom
plished, and even triumphantly achieved. Its retirement, 
after six months of inaction, .before ·0 following army of 
AJt9han8, will have an appearance of a different and less 
advantageods character."" Here, again, it is plain that it 
was the wish of Lord Ellenborough that General Pollock 
should retire immediately after effecting a junction with 
Sir Robert Sale. He not only directed this at the time, 
but more than six weeks after the junction had been 
effected, we find him lamenting that his directions had 
not been followed, and predicting evil from their having 
been neglected. In this letter a melancholy acqniescence 
is accorded, not to the arguments in favonr of the army 
remaining, but to the force of circumstances, whi&h 
rendered it impracticable for it to move. "'Since circum
stances seem to compel you to remain there till October,"
this is the language used under the in.,tructions of the 
Governor-Getreral. 

We have n~w to consider a letter to -General 
Pollock, dated June 6th. This, like the letter of 
the 29th May, is explanatory of previons orders, the 
Guvernor-General Ijp.ving a great horror of General Pol
lock's misunderstanding his instructions. Some thoughts 
had been -entertained of making over the fort of Jela
labad ~ the Sikhs, And General Pollock had been in
structed to give them possession if required by Mr. 
Clerk to do so. This had been adverted to in a letter 
from General Pollock to the secretary to the Governor-
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General, and forthwith a letter is despatched, " at headlong 
speed," to prevent any thing so calamitous as General 
Pollock's concluding that he was to stay at Jelalabad 
till it should be d~ded whether the fort should be given 
up to the Sikhs or not. It was knuwn that General Pollock 
would not move till cOctober. The delay had been coldly 
and snllenly assented to, b~t yet on the 6th June it is 
deemed requisite to warn General Pollock not to delay, 
with refelence to any arrangement with the Sikhs, his 
movement from Jelalabad, which was not expected to 
take place for four months. This is not very intelligible, 
but it marks very distinctly the eagerness of the Governor
General for the return of the army-an eagernesss so 
extreme, as apparent! y to involve his faculties in oblivion 
with regard to every thing else. The answer of General 
Pollock, though framed in perfect accordance with the 
relative situation~ of the Governor.General and him~lf, 
yt:1: conveys to the former a very severe though dignified 
reproof by a mere calm statement of facts. The general 
says, "Had it been in my power to retire on Peshawur, 
I should not have delayed doing so for the purpo<:e of 
making over Jclalabad to the Sikh troops, un Ie,s the 
transfer could have been effected immediate!). It will be 
observed that in my letter, No. 64 (to which yourb, No. 
818, is a reply), I have stated that, (lwing to the want 
of carriage-cattle, it was not in my, power to withdraw 
thi!. army."· 

General Nott dOE'S not appear to have been written 
to so frequently as General Pollock, but whenever he 
was addressed the tone of communication was the same
retire, retire, retire. On the 1st June, he was apprized, 
by order of Lord Ellenbotough, that General Pollock 
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could not move before October. On the 4th July,
and the date is remarkable-he was informed of an intended 
movement of General Pollock on Pesh Bolak, and subse
qupntly in advance. This communication was accom
panied by a copy of the letter addrl!ssed to General 
Pollock on the lst June; the lettef lamenting that the 
latter offiCE'r had not retired imlPediate~ after his arrival at 
J elalahad, and foretelling evil results from his stay; and 
the following reason is assigned for the transmission of this 
copy to General Nott-in order" that you may not be 
misled into the belief that any change has taken place in 
the main ohject of the instructions heretofore furnished to 
the major.general," * that object being to get the army 
away as quickly as possible. On the same day (July 4th) 
the same steadfastness of purpose is avowed in a letter to 
General Pollock-" No change has from the first taken 
place in the Guvernor-General's views of the expediency of 
withdrawing y~ur army at the earliest period consistel~t 
with the health and efficiency of the troops; .hat is, as is 
now under.toud, at the beginning of OctolJl'r."t 

Thus it i~ been, that from the close of the month of 
March, or at all events from the commencement of April 
to the heginning ~f July, the instructions of the G~ernor
General were directed to one ohject-that of facilitating 
the retirement of the armies in Affghanistan-with little 
regard to national h~nour, and with none to the safety of 
the prisoners detained hy the enemy. 

At length, the dawn of a change appears. How was it 
hroughtoabout? Was it effected hy any process of reason
ing within the mind of the Governor-General, by the ope-
ration of new and unlooked-for events, or hy some other 
cause? Certainly not by either of the two causes above reo-
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ferred to. Hidordship, itmay be presumed, meditatedonthe 
circumstances under which he had to act, but the result was 
only to wed him more closely to his favourite plan of bring
ing back the armies in Affghanistan as early as p<l3sible. 
The current of' events had been chequered; eVIl had 
been succeeded by good, but the Governor.General was 
unaffected; his views, on. hi~ own authority, were un
changed. True it is, that he continued to talk, at inter
vals, of "striking a blow at the enemy," and ~f the enemy 
could have been defeated by words, the Governor-General 
was not the man to spare them. But, at least until the 
month of July, he contemplated nothing beyond desultory 
and unronnp('ted attarks-mere "chuppaos ;"* "you may 
make your strength severely felt by ~allies of this descrip
tion, should they be practICable," it is observed in the letter 
t.o General Pollock, June 1st, "and create a strong desire 
on the part of the enemy"-for what? "to induce you to 
leave the ('ountry." Oh most lame and impotent conclu
sion , And IS this the language of a British Governor
General of India? Let not the shades of Clive and Corn
wallis and WeHesley and Hastmgs hear it! 

But to the reasons of the change. There were men who 
felt thllt, to abandon Affghanistan without some manifebtatlOIl 
of military power, Without some effort to recover the British 
subjects, treacherom.ly kIdnapped into captivity, would be 
a national dIsgrace. Such men were General Pollock and 
General Nott. The latter officer, on first learning that an 
intention was entertained of retiring from ';elalabad as 
soon as the garrison were relieved, remonstrat~d. The 
intention, it should in justice to Lord Ellenhorough be 
observed, was entertained before his arrival, and therefore 

• A ~huppao I. an attack generally made by mght, and fur plunder' 
a 8ulpru,e, a fora, .. 



he is accountable only for adopting it. In this part of his 
conduct, as in those parts which present a fairer appear
ance, he has no pretensions to the blame or the praise due 
to originality of thought. General Nott remonstrated, re

presenting the evil effects likely to result t:om quitting Aft'. 
ghanistan under circumstances which GOuld not fail to leave 
behind us an impression tbat reti;ement tvas the consequence 
of weakness. 'l'he letter conveying this remonstrance was 
dated the fl4t11 March. On the 18th April, General Nott 
again delivered his opinion Oil the question, and in a mall
ner worthy of his character. Although he had then ground 
for concluding that the offer of advice hostile to retreat 
would not be very favourably received, he did not hesitate 
to avow hi~ conviction that the difficulties of prosecuting the 
war to a more honourable conclusion had been greatly over
rated, and that " unnecessary alarm had been created re
specting the position of" the troops in Affghanistan. In 
a passage in th; former of these letters the question of illl.' 
medIate retirement is di!.cussed ill so just a"d forcible a 
manner, that it is due to the gallant officer to quote it. 
" If Government intend to recover, evell temporarily and 
for the saving of our national honour, their lost position in 
thi~ country, even·if doubtful of the policy that it~ay be 
deemed expedient to pursue, I earnestly hope, that before 
any immediate retrograde step is made, in either direction, 
our whole positioll .in Affghanistan will be attentively 
viewed; and that the effect which a hasty retirement would 
certainly a:id lUstantly have on the whole of Beloochistan, 
and eveIfon the navigation of the Indus, will be taken into 
consideration. At the present time the impression of our 
military strength among the people of this country, though 
weakened by the occurrences at Kabool, is not destroyed; 
but if we now retire, and it.should again become necesl>8ry 
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to advance, we shall labour under many disadvantages, the 
most serious of which, in my opinion, will be, a distrust 
of their strength among our soldiers, which any admis
!'ion of weakness is so well calculated to induce; and 
in what other ll/{ht could a withdrawal from Jelalabad 
or Kandahar be viewed t If retirement should become 
necessary, it bhould take .place simultanenusly and at a 
proper season. If Govf'rnment should selret Kandahar as 
the point whence future operations against Kabool are 
to be directed, still the retention of a position at J ela
labad, in considerable force, will be of the most essential 
service in all future contemplated operations. In the san
guine hope that <;orne unforesren circumstances may have 
occurred to postpone the execution of the Government 
order for the evacuation of Jelalahad, I have thought it 
incumbent on me to address thi. letter to you."" Now here 
it will be seen that General Nott looked to future operations 
'!gainst Kabool; he deemed them necessary to the vindica
tion of hi, wuntry's honour, and the retention of a position 
at J elalabad in considerable force he regarded as essential 
to success. He did not abandon all hope of again visiting 
Kabool and deem retirement the only COUfse open, as did 
the Governor-General, nor did be propose to run headlong 
for Kahool without provisions or means of carriage, a step 
which the Governor-General thought General Pollock 
might possibly have hazarded. His advice was to stand fast, 
retaining all the advantages which were possessed, and look
ing forward to employ them usefully to aid'in pre.sing 
forward to Kabool when the proper time arrived<. In bis 
letter of tbe 18th of April, Genl,"ral Nott says, "Perhaps it 
is nOL within my province to observe, that, in my humble 
opinion, an unnecessary alarm bas been created regarding 
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the position of our tl·oops in this country, and of tbe 
strength and power of the enemy we have to contend 
with. ~his enemy cannot face our troops in the 
field with any chance of success, however superior 
they may be in numbers, provided t~ose precautions 
are strictly observed, which war, between a small body 
of disciplined soldiers and a. vast crowd of untrained, 
unorganized, and half-civilized people, constantly renders 
necessary. 'Frue, the British troops suffered a dreadful 
disaster at Kabool, and it is not for me to presume to point 
out why this happened, howe\'er evident I may conceive 
the reasons, and the long train of' military and political 
events which led to the sad catastrophe.~* After receiving 
the orders to retire at once from Kandahar, General Nott 
was obviously in expectation that a better spirit might come 
over the mind of the Governor-General, and that delay 
might be beneficial in affording time for the transmission of 
counter orders, 'Writing to General Pullock, on the 30th. 
May, he says, " J have withdrawn the garri'lOf\ of KeJat.i
Ghiljie; the order left me no discretion; the same order 
appJie~ in the same positive manner to Kandahar; however, 
it will take some time to arrange, and before I can possibly 
carry it in to effect; there will be ample time for the C;overn
ment, should they deem it advi5able, to send me other 
orders. I shall be prepared to ADVANCE or retire agreeably 
to the pleasure of GOlernment."t 

Such was the language, such the views and hopes of 
General Nort. What were those of General Pollock? To 
ascertain them it is requisite to refer to a letter from the 
general dated the 13th May, the fate of which was some
what extraordinary, it having, by a very remarkable acci~ 
dent, strayed into a wrong bundle of papel'8, from which 
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retirement it did not emerge till the pertinacious and trou
blesome inquiries of some members of Parliament had reached 
Hindostan. This letter was written after the reccipt by Ge
neral Pollock of the Governor-General's letter, ad\erting to 
the possibility tif the general having advanced to Kabool, 
and also after the receipt of the letter of the Commander· in
Chief, enforcing the gene?l views of Lord Ellenborough 
as to the necessity for retreat. Referring to the former com
lDunication, General Pollock says, " I trust.that I am not 
wrong in considering this letter &5 leaving to me di&eretio!lary 
powers; and coming as it does from the supreme power in 
India, I venture to delay for some days acting up to the 
instructions commllnicated in his Excellency the Com
mander-in-Chief's letter, dateu ~9th ultimo." The general, 
it will be seen, thus eagerly caught at Lord Ellenborough's 
allusion to the possibility of his having advanced, and con
strued it into a permission to delay acting up to the in
structions of a later date which he had received from another 
quarter, ar.d which directed him, except under certain spe
cified circumstances, to retire. General Pollock, after ad
verting to the reuson of his not having advanced toward~ 

Kabool, thus goes on . "\Vith regard to our withdrawal at 
the present moment, I fear that it would have the very 
worst eWed; it would be construed into a defeat, and our 
character as a powerful nation would be entirely lost in this 
part of the world. It is true that the garrison at J elalabad 
has been saved, which it would not have heen had a force 
not been sent to its relief; but the relief of that garrison is 
ouly one object; there still remain others which we cannot 
disregard. I ALLUDE TO THE RELKASE OF THE oPRl. 

SON.E:aS." General Pollock then alludes to the negotia. 
tioM in progress respecting the prisoners, and remarks, 
" If while these communications were in progress. I 



were to retire, it would be supposed that panic 
bad seized us. I therefore think that our remaining 
in this vicinity (or perhaps a few marches in adv8ace) is 
essential, to uphold the character of the British nation; and 
in like manner General Nott might hold- his post, at all 
events, till a more favourable season." ,Lord Ellenborough 
had expressed much anxiety reUJE!CtingO the health of the 
troops; and undoubtedly thiS was a most important consi
deration. Gtmeral Pollock thus answers: "I have no rea
son yet to complain that the troops are more unhealthy than 
they were at Agra. If I am to march to Peshawur, the 
climate is certainly not preferable; and here I can in one 
or two marches find a better climate, and I should be able 
to dictate better terms than I could at Pesha,wur." '1'0 
the dread of being attacked and beaten, General Pollock was 

as insensible as to that of climate, but he felt deeply the 
necessity of the co-operation With General Nott. He says: 
" I cannot imagine any force bemg sent from Kabool which. 
I could not successfully oppose, but the advant!e on Kabool 
would require that General Nott should act in concert, and 
advance also. I therefore cannot help regretting that he 
should be directed to retire, which, without some demon
stration of our pow~r, he will find some difficulty in dJing."* 
Thus thought General Pollock; thus did heexpress himself 
strictly in accordance with the views of General Nott, though 
without concert; but ,mth what a wide difference from those 
entertained and avowed by the Governor-General! 

It has b~n intimated that this letter of General Pollock 
met with.some remarkable adventures. Tn the Blue Book 
laid before Parliament it was not to be found, but its ex
istence was ascertained from a reference made to it in another 
letter, which did appear. The Marquess of Lansdowne, 

* ABgbam.tall supplementary paper, presented to Parliament 1St:!. 



in the House of Lords, and Lord Palmerston, in the House 
of Commons, called for its production, but her Majesty's 
ministers answered tbat they had it not, and knew nothing 
about it-that they had caused search to be made for it at 
the East-India (House, and that there also the return was 
'IWfI-inVerttu8. This appeared strange, but there was no 
remedy. Neither' Court /lor City could furnish copy of 
the letter, though evidently an important one, and by what 
means It had failed to reach the authorities at home was 
but Dlatter for fruitless conjecture. At last the Secret CODl
lI,itt~ received a letter from the Governor-General, giving 
the following account of the matter-the spontaneous tender 
of his lordship in consequence of reading the "debates in 
Parliament."" "The original despatch of the 13th May 
never reached the oflke, and must have been lost in transit. 
The duplicate was received and acknowledged on the 11th 
of July. It is the practice of the Secretary's office to keep 
the unreport<cu papers on all important subjects for each 
month toge.her, and to forward copies of them to the Secret 
Committee by the monthly overland mail. The despatch in 
question WIIS inadvertently put up in its proper place in the 
May bundle of reported papers, instead of being left for a 
time, "as it should have been, amongst the unreported 
papers of July. Hence when the July papers were copied 
for transmission to the Secret Committee, this despatch 
was omitted."t Such, according to the old rhyme, 

" Is the history 
Of tlllS wonderful mystel y." 

This is the explanation given "on authority.?' Really 
Indian affairs are strange matters. The paper in question 

• The letter of the Governor General and that of General Pollock, 
th",. fint forwarded, were la,d bel ore Parhament, and prmtt'd. 
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~ from a place where it should be, to a plue ... ~ 
it evidently should not be (though Lord Ellenborough 
calls it .. the proper place "'), with as much facility as we 
have seen a clause escape out of one A.ct of Parlilllllent 
and creep into another. This wonderful transposition 
is worth looking into on account of as euriosity. .. The 
original despatch never reached. the office, and must have 
heen lost in transit." Here we are led to ask what place 
it was that ethe despatch never reached ?-" the office," 
hut what office? Does Lord Ellenborough mean that it 
never reached his hands? that it was intercepted by the 
Affghans, whose vigilance thus occaJioned such an infinity of 
trouble to various parties--to the Marquess of Lansdowne 
and Lord Palmerston in a-king questions; to the Queen's 
Ministers in declaring themselves unable to answer them; to 
the clerks of the Board of Commissioners and of the East· 
India Company in looking for the copy of a paper of which 
copy never arriv~d; and, laot1y, to Lord Ellenborough, ill' 
giving the account of the transaction above quoled? Is this 
his lordship's meaning, or does he mean that after he had 
received and read it, the despatch was lost in the course of 
transmission to some office where it was to be de~sited P 
Surely, where explanation was the object, a litt!: more 
clearness might have been attained. But the original 
despatch was lost-when, where, how-whether before or 
after Lord Ellenboro,.gh had an opportunity of becoming 
acquainted with its contents, does not appear. Now for 
the duplicate. "The duplicate was received and acknow
ledged on"the 11th July;" here ~ are at sea again. It is 
not ·quite apparent whether both the receipt and acknow
ledgment are to be assigned to the 11th July, or the latter 
only. Was the letter acknowledged on the same day on 
which it was received, or some time aftel ward. ? If on the 
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day it "iii n!Clei'ftld, there eeems to have been mat'venoo. 
btite in acknowledging a letter which had then beoome stale, 
and wbich with reference to a change which bad come 
I>ver tbe policy of the Governor-General did not can 
for any extr~inary promptness. Yet, with reference 
to this change of policy, we cannot but perceive bow fiat
tering it is to the" 8llg&cif¥ of Lord Ellenborough, that, 
before he was in possession of the letter of General Pollock 
(assuming that he did not receive it till the nth July), he 
had become a convert to the opinions therein maintained, so 
far as to allow a practical trial to be made of their soundness. 
But we must proceed with the explanation :-It seems that 
"it is the practice of the Secretary's office to keep the 
unreported papers, on all important subjects, together, and 
to forward copies of them to the Secret. Committee by the 
Monthly Overland Mail." Well, this ,. practice ." appears a 
very natural and reasonable one, but it is to be presumed 
!hat the papers thus kept together ure placed with reference 
to the month in which they are received-not according 
to the dates they bear. If a letter, dated in November, 
1843, should happell, from any c.ause, not to be received till 
November, 1844, it would (it is to be supposed) be placed 
with tfle papers of the latter month, not of the furruer. How 
extraordinary then was it, that a letter received in July (if 
it were not received till then) should be transferred, "in
advertently," to the month of MIlY, with which it had no 
conlli!lCtion but in respect of date! What a strange inad
vertency this must have been-to carry baCK the paper 
from the current month under which it ought tv'have been 
copied for transmission home to a past month-the papers 
qf which hlld, as it seems, been copied and transmitted pre
vioualy, or else how did this particular paper escape the 
JR'IXl88S ? If, indeed, the original had been received in 



May, as it might have been, and arter being perllted 
by Lord Ellenborough had beeD handed over by hi. 
Lordship-for deposit among the papers of the mon~h, the 
duplicate might properly have been put there too, and 
this would seem to have been the case,· for Lord Ellen
borough says that such was it!! " p'l'Q}1el' place;" but then 
how are we to account for his lordship's'appareut ignorance 
of the contents of this letter? Besides, as the original had 
never been I!!ceived at " the office," whether received by 
Lord EUenborougb or not, those whose duty it was to put 
up the papers in their proper places must have known this, 
and as they at least knew nothing Iof the first copy of the 
despatch, tllat copy never having come into their hands, 
this second copy became virtually the original. They knew 
no other, and they.could not conclude that a paper which 
had never come into" the office" had been previously 00· 

pied therein for transmission to England. The explanation, 
in fact, explain~ nothing. The matter is still wrapt i", 
mystery, and should any successor of the elder'I)'Israeli, in 
emulation of that agreeable writer's" Curiosities of Lite
rature," make a collection of the" Curiosities of Statesman
ship," the narrative of the wonderful events which befel 
General Pollock's 1etter, and their consequences in tile Bri
tish Parliament and elsewhere, win well deserve a place. 

To pl'Oceed with the correspondence of General Pollock. 
That officer, it will ~ remembered, was unable, from want 
of the means of carriage, to move from Jelalabad, either in 
advance as lTe would have wished, or in retreat, a8 desired 
by the ~vernor-General. In a letter dated the ~Oth May, 
he had suggested that he sbould be authorized to remain at 
Jelalabad till the autumn, as supplies were plentiful, and 
the situation quite as healthy as Peshawur.'" Thil Wei 
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answered on behalf of Lord Ellenborough by the letter of 
the 1st of June, already referred to, expressive of disap
point~ent that the retreat of the army did .not take 
place immediately after the forcing of the Khyber PaN, 
and the relief of 'Jelalabad, when, in his lordship's opinion, 
it "would haV!! had the appearance of a military opera
tion successfully 'dccomp~shed, and even triumphantly 
achieved."'" This view of the matter is remarkable enough, 
but it is not the most singular feature in .this singular 
letter, which, to use the language of a learned lord, affords 
matter for" much pondering." The authority solicited for 
retaining the army of .Telalabad is not formally and dis
tinctly given, neither is it refused. His lordship only talks 
"about It and about it." It is assumed in the following 
passage (already quoted), that the armY,will remain, "since 
circumstances seem to compel you to remain there [at Jela
labad] till October;" and shortly after, it is observed, "you 
have already full powers to do every thin~ you may deem 
~ecessary, f')r the comfort of your troops and for their 
efficiency."· This hesitating, rambling mode of treating 
such a subject is strange enough in a state paper. But 
there are things yet more strange. The Governor-General 
compe!s us to go back to the famous letter from General 
Pollock of the 13th May, which emerged from darkness 
only at the call of two potent magicians, yclept Lansdowne 
and Palmerston. His lordship acknowledges General Pol
lock's let~r of the ~Oth May, but h~ says not one word of 
the letter of the 13th (the modest, retiring lett2r, that kept 
out of the way). Perhaps he had not received it, .. This sup
position will, indeed, account for his not discussing its con
tents, but will it account for the absence of all allusion 
to it? It was evident that it was a most important letter. 
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Dut perhaps Lord Ellenbol'Ough knew nothing about it 
-be was ignorant of sueh a letter ever having been writ
ten. Not so, for General Pollock, in the letter 'which 
was so fortunate as to obtain an anS\1¥!r (that or the 
!lOth May), says," I have already, ill my leller dated the 
18th instant, entered on the subject, ..... that subject being 
nothing less than the withdraw!!l of the army from Jelala
bad to Peshawur, and yet this letter receives no more 
notice than if·it had been a complimentary note inquiring 
after his lordship's health-possibly not so much. Whe
ther his lordship had received the l"tter or not, his silence 
is alike inexplicable. If he had received it, how came he not 
to acknowledge the receipt-if he had not, how came he to 
pass over the mishap so calmly? His lordship must answer 
-no one else can. ·The despatch to the Secret Committee 
reporting this correspondence throws no light upon the 
affair, but seems.to make it more mysterious. In an early 
part of the despatch, General Pollock's want o~ carriage is' 
noticed, and it is observed, "the season is now, however, 
too far advanced to make it probable that Major-General 
PolloLk will be able to commence a retrograde movement 
for some month!>." .In a subsequent part, Olle of the letters 
of General Pollock is thus noticed: "On the 20th May, 
the Major-General (Pollock), in reply to the letter ad. 
dressed to him 'on the 4th, again represented the difficulty 
under which he laboured in procuring camels at J"elalabad, 
and under the circumstances stated, J:equesttJd that he 
might be permitted to defl'r his retrograde movement until 
the month"of October or November next. But you will 
perceive elsewhere,t th(lt circumstances connected with the 
disorganization of the Sikh troops in the rear of our 

.. Popers, page 296. 
; ThiS ref en to .. letter on tbe 8ub)e<-t, addres.ed by order of the 
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army in Aft'gbaniatan. make mil more earnestly det!ire 
tbe apeedy return of tbat army to tbe Sutlej; and that 
in ord~r to enable Major-General Pcllock to meet any 
difficulties in PPlCuring carriage and supplies, treasure 
to the amount of ten lacs has been directed to be sent to 
Jelalabad."* From this statement, had it stood alone, 
what could the S~ret Committee and the Board of Com
missioners have concluded? Obviously that General Pol
lock's requeat had been refused-that he }fad been per
emptorily ordered to return. Could they have thought 
that even the desponding acquiescence" since circumstances 
seem to compel you to remain" had been given; and taking 
the statement in connection with the passage first quoted, 
what could they make of it? Nothing consistent or in
telligible; the whole seems a piece of studied mystification. 

But now the curtain must rise upon a new scene in the 
strange drama before us-a scene, in the language of mela
jramatic managers, replete '\\ ith striking 'effects. On the 
4th of July we have seen that the Governor-General 
caused a letter to be written to General Nott cautioning 
him against concluding from General Pollock's movements, 
that apy change had taken place in the main object of the 
instructions issued to the latter officer, those instructions 
having been invariably directed to Ius retirement at as early 
a period as possible. Vve have seen tbat on that same 4th 
of July General. Pollock was also a-Idressed in a similar 
straio.t But 011 that very same 4th of July, the two ~ 
rals were addressed in two other letters which may be re

gaFded as unexampled specimens of political chicanery. 
Men may have seen something like them before, but nothing 
so good of the kind. The principal letter, that to General 
Nott, is indeed a master-piece, and the greatest adepts in 
that crooked science which disregards means, and looks but 

• Papers, p8ge 263. t See page 57. 
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to ends, and those selfillh ends, may hail Lord EUtmborough 
as a worthy brother. The Jesuits immortalized by Pascal 
might be-delighted with him-Talleyrand give him a fra
ternal embrace, and Machievelli, as belonging to a graver 
and less excitable nation, bestow on him a' gr~ioull smile of 
approval. Lord EUenborough had. alwaY'! held out the 
retirement of the army as the. chief Object of his policy, 
and had strenuously urged that such retirement should be as 
early as possie1e. Does he continue to hold the \lame opinion 
still un this same 4th of J.uty? He does-for he says so in 
the two brief and simple letters addressed on that day by his 
orders to the two generals; nay, nlore, he says the same in 
the second and more elaborate letter of that date to General 
Nott, the Jesuitical letter just introduced to the notice of 
the reader. Listell to him: "Nothing has occurred to 
induce me to change my first opinion, that the measure, 
commanded by considerations of political and military 
prudence, is to bring back the armies now in Affghanistall 
at the earliest period at which their retirement clln be eil:ected 
consistently with the health and efficiency of the troops, 
into positions wherein they may have easy and certain 
communication with India; and to this extent the instruc
tions you have received remain unaltered."· "To this 
extent !"-What extent? To bring back the armies to 
proximity with India as soon as possible. There is no 
limitation here-it i~ in the more expressive than elegant 
phraseology of our brother across the Atlantic, .. going the 
whole bog."· Get back the troops as soon as you can is the 
substance~ albeit, dilated in diplomatic fashion, it occupies 
more space than these simple words. "But," his LorcJ.. 
ship commences his next sentence-Touchstone proves that 
there is great virtue in an "if," and a voice from Allaha-

• See P"1l" 328. 
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bad demonetrates-practically, too, the best of all modes of 
demonstration-the virtue of a .. but." "But the im
,roved. position of your army, with sufficient means of 
carriage for as lar,.ge a force as it is necessary to move in 
Aff'ghanistan, induces me now to leave to your option the 
line by which you shall withdraw your troops from that 
oountry." This reads well, the general, as a military man, 
lind acquainted with the localities, might undoubtedly be a 
better judge upon such a matter than the most richly gifted 
Governor-General not thus qualified. Lord EllenLorough 
proceeds to speak of the line by Quetta and Sukkur, which 
he pronounces eligible-and 80 for mere retreat it might be. 
He then passes to another line, and the description of it 
almust takes away the breath of the reader. The line is by 
Ghuznee, Kabool, and Jelalabad! Thv.-Iet all attention 
be given-this is laid down as a line of retirement from 
Kandahar to Ind18, and being laid down by such eminent 
liuthority, it IS not to be disputed that it is such a line, 
though certainly 1I0t the nearest, liar the most direct. It 
is as though a man at Gloucester should say, "I'll retire to 
London, and I think the best line will be by Birmingham 
and Manchester." Well, let us admit that General Not!, 
in goihg from Kandahar to Glmznee, and from Ghuznec 
to Kabool, is to be considered as retirihg upon India. It is 
hard, very hard, to receive, but it is nothing compared with 
what must yet be submitted to. GenelJl-lNott's line is marked 
out, but \I hat is to become of General Pollock? He, too, 
Dlust retire, and his presence has long been required in 
Peshawur, with all convenient speed (perhaps the qualifying 
epithet might have been omitted). Of course, now that he 
is provided with the means of carriage, he is at once to take 
the retrograde step, the necessity for which has been 80 un
ceasi.lgly rung in his ullwilling ears. Yes, General Pol-



,lpek is to retire, but not im~ to Peeb •• ur. He 
ia to vary his liDe of mareh-sligbtly,-b), a deviation in the 
directioooOf Xabool ! Perhaps he Dlay reach that. place. 
DleDJorable froDl the atrocities of which it WaR tM scene, 
perhaps he may Dot reach quite so far, as the purp<lljeof'hiI 
retiring in this direction is represeMed as being to support 
General Nott-but towards KabQol is hls"course. Retire from 
JelaIabad towards India by Kabool! To adopt the mode of 
illustration ,Wore resorted to, this is as though a man at 
Northampton should talk of retiring to London by way of 
York. Every mile be traverses carries him away from the place 
that he says he is going to, nor baS be tbe pretence afforded 
by a movement somewhat oblique to set his conscience at 
rest. He is going away from the place that he professes to 
be anxious to reacQ, in a manner most direct, palpable: and 
undi'guised, that Cdn be conceived. He does not cast 
even a sidelong glance towards the avowed point of his 
destination; he· turns his back upon it, and must kno,! 
what he is about. But there is a !'P8ult, which evidently 
follows, from the mode of speaking adopted by I_ord 
ElJellborough on this occasion, of which, perhaps, ev~n he 
Wah not aware. The marches of General Nott and of 
G~neral Pollock \0 Kabool were marches made in" retire-
ment-that is settled-well then, the march of Lord Kealle 
was the &ame,-we are accustomed to speak of this as an 
advance, but it is now dear that we have been wrong,
General Pollock and "General Nott marched to Kabool, and 
these mardft?s were steps in retire~ellt. Lord Keane made 
a similar-march, and, therefore, his lordship must also have 
been retiring; though, so blindly infatuated have we always 
been, that we have regarded his march as an advance. It ia 
useless to say that the two General., Pollock and Nott, 
did not mean to remain; that they were only to perform 
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certain act .. and then tcfevacuate the country. This does 
DiiIt convert aG advance into a retreat; and, moreover, this 
was precieely what was contemplated in tbe caae <of Lord 
Keane amd bis arIlly. They were not to remain; they 
were to fix Shah 'sboojah OIl the throne, and then to with
draw. But atHling for a time-if we can-the laugb of 
derision which such" perverliiOll of language cannot fail to 
raise, let us ask, why was this contemptible juggling with 
words resorted to? The answer is plain-to save the infal
libility of Lord Ellenborough. He had been for montbs 
saying that there was no course but retreat, and he con
tinued to say 80 when forced by a regard to his reputa
tion to yield-not to the more mature dictates of his own 
juJgment-but to the counsels of others, and to change his 
policy. He thought the change might be masked-so he 
goes on stm preaching retreat, but giving a new gloss to the 
old tex t. Retreat was still the word-tbe decree for its 
accomplishment had gone fortb-but-the line of retreat 
was open-alld II'hat an extraordinary line it Was has been 
already shewn. But to forget for a moment-if possible
tbe astounding audacity of this proceeding, let us look at 
the consistency wbich marked it. A letter is written to 
Genera? Nott on the 4th July, telling him that the Go
vernor-General's mind is unaltered, and that he must not 
conclude otherwise from any movement of General Pollock. 
Another letter is written on the sam~ day, giving the ge
neral permission either to act in accordance with the Go
vernor-General's views which remained unchallged, or to 
follow hiB own. 'I'he latter letter is not placed upon record, 
whid! Lord Ellenborough seems to think. a marvellously deep 
piece of policy. Why was it not placed upon record? 
Wall it to keep ita contents entirely secret? Secrecy is a 
good thing in I!U(;h cases, but the danger to be apprehe1lded 
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• _ not likely to he provoked by tb., Jetter givmg'laDCtioa
coldly and hesitatingly and reluctantly, inGeed. but atill 
giving ili'to a bold and manly course of action; the IOUl'CII 

of danger was to be found in the timid and cowering instruc
tions for retreat. The generals iovariatly urge, that the 
design to retreat abould, as far as p6i1sible, be concealed from 
the enemy-that the knowled~ of sucIr a design would em· 
boldt'n them, while the apprel)(~l\Sion of more vigorous pr0-

ceedings would keep them in a state of alarm. It WAS there
fore the letters which contained the whining deprecatiOJl$ 
of any protracted occupation of ~he country that ought to 
have been kept especially secret,-but these were brought 
upon record, while that which allowed the gt>nerals 
to prosecute the war to an honourable eonclusion
though with a slFord suspended over their heads,-was 
deemed so dangerous, that for this or some other reason, it 
was for a time kept back. 

So dishonest' a paper as the second letter, addresseeJ, 
on the 4th July, 184~, by Lord Ellenboroug!JJ to General 
Nott, has rarely seen the light; but dishonesty is not its 
onl y characteristic; it is ungenerous to a degree that c()ula 
not have been ('''peeted in a man holding the office of 
Govl'rnor-GeneraJ of India. Lord ElIenborougiJ casts 
from himself all re~ponsibility, and throws it upon General 
Nott. Most j udiciously was the burden bestowed; but ought 
a Governor-General ~f India thus to relieve himself at the 
expense of one under his ord~rs? His lordsbip knew 
that if tl~ armies in AWghanistav were brought baok 
WIthout 'bIaking some demonstration of their power, and 
without some attcruft to rescue the prj_en, he should 
be met by a universal shout of execration from Iris country
meu at home; but he shrunk from the responliibility of 
directing any uleasures nece86ary fer the vindication 01 the 



76 

national honour, 10 he hit upon the expedient of leaving all . 
to General Nott. He saws and balances through a letter 
of considerable lengtb, and at l&llt comes to no edncluRion 
but that of advisirg nothing. Let the reader judge. After 
stating that he left to the general's "option" the choice of 
a line of retreat, he thus proceeds :-" I must desire, however, 
that in fonning your 'decision,upon this most important ques
tion, you will attend to the following considerations :-In the 
direction ofQuetta and Sukkur, there is no eneD'ly to oppose 
you: at each place, occupied by detachments, you will find 
provisions, and probably as you descend the passes. you wHi 
have increased means of carriage. The operation is one 
admitting of no doubt as to its success. If you determine 
upon movlDg upon Ghuznee, Kabool. and Jelalabad, you 
will require for the transport of provisi<>ns a much larger 
amount of carriage; and you will be practically without 
communications from the time of your leaving Kandahar. 
Dependent entirely upon the courage of your army. and 
upon your own abihty in directing it, I should not have 
any doubt as to the success of the operation; but whether 
you will be able to obtain provisions for your troops, 
during the whole march, and forage for your animals, 
may be a matter of reasonable doubt. Yet upon this 
your su('cess will turn. You must remember that it was 
not the superior courage of the AfJ·ghans. but want, 
and the inclemency of the season, which led to the 
destruction of the army at Kabool; and you must feel as 
I do, that the loss of another army. from whatever cause 
it might arise, might be fatal to our Government I'n Iodill. 
I do not undervalue the aid which our Government in 
India would receive from the successful execution by your 
army of a march through Ghuznee and Kabool, over the 
scenes of our late disasters. I know all the effect which it 



would have upon the minds of our soldiers, of our aIl~ 
• of our enemies in Asia, and of our countrymen, and of aU 
foreign qationsin Europe. It is an object of just lI:\JIbition, 
which no one more than myself would rejoice' to see 
effected; but I see that failure in the atte!qpt is certain and 
irretrievable ruin; and I would eadeavour to inspire y()U 
with the necessary eaution, and make Y6U fee) that, great as 
are the objects to be obtained by success, the risk is great 
also."1I' No'X this language is substantially-"} have set 
before you the advantages and disadvantages of every con
ceivable course-do as YOLl please, but take care that what 
you do is the best that can possil>ly be done." Let us mark 
the generosity of this proceeding-suppose that General 
Nott had participated in the more than girlish timidity of 
Lord Ellenborough, and had said-" I can get back in 
safety to Sul..kur, So I will run no risk by trying to reach 
Kahool," he then would have incurred aU the odIUm 
attendant on so .inglorious an abandonment of AfFghanistan. 
It would have been said-" you had permhsil?n to go on', 
and )OU did not." The Go\ernor-General would thus have 
been exonerated; and now that he has found men more cou
rageous than himself-men \\ho dared to perform what he 
did not even dare .to recommend, shall he enjoy any portion 
of the praise due to their noble conduct? J uHtice forbids it. 
What, give the prize to one who never enteTl'd the lists, or 
even divide it between the gallant bOldiers to whose counsel 
the movement is to be'llttributed, as is its success to their afms 
-divide it ,between the'le distingl1ished men and « a certain 
lord, nea);, trimly drebt," whose dislike" to those vile guns" 
was so great that he thought it better to fly than to fight! 
Honour, never-dying honour, rest on the heroes who res
cued the British name in AfFghanistan from the contempt 

• Pag.328. 
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into which it bad falleIl! but let not another, presuming. 
upon the aooidellt of hi. having at the time held the highest 
office ~ the gonmment of British India, be allow\ld to step 
in, aad rob them of any portion of the glory which is theirs, 
and theirs alone. • 

Is there on record any parallel to the conduct of Lord 
Ellenborough? Y<es, one .instance occurs. The "readers 
of Roderick Random will remember, that while that erratic 
person is serving as a surgeon's mate on bOltrd a man-of
war, his superior, one Dr. Macshane, proposes to amputate 
a sailor's leg, in a case where Roderick and one of his co
mates do not think the operation neL'essary. The doctor, 
shOl'ked at the contumacy of his assistants, at fir;t talks big, 
and declares that he is not accountable to them for his prac
tice; but not feeling quite secure in bis own judgment, 
and not liking to bear the responsibility of operating in 
opposition to theirs, he, after slight consideration, hits 
upon the expedient of turning the case o~er to his mates, 
;nd holdin~them accountable for the result. Just so did 
Lord Ellenborough. He gives orders, against which 
remonstrance is made by those who are to execute them. 
He persists for a while, and then, in conformity with 
the prtcedent afforded by the case of Dr. Macshane, he 
lets his troublesome advisers do as they please, but saddles 
tbe concession with a complete transfer of all responsibility 
from himself. Jack Ratlin, the wounded sailor, recovered 
under the hands of the two mates-;o thanks to Dr. Mae. 
shane. The honour of 'England was vindic!tted in AH'
gbanistan-but no thanks to Lord Ellenborougb.. He re
nounced all claim to praise by renouncing all responsibility. 
He would have nothing to do with 'the march to Kabool. 
Like the sceptical Philosopher Marphurius, in Le Marriage 
}'orce, he said, "Je m'en lave les mains," though witb far 
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petteT luek; Moli6~'a hero rooeived a hearty thrashing k 
his indiiFerence ;:-

." But ",t, .. fortune, by the .elf • ....". ways 
She bumlKea many,80me delights to raise," 

Lord Ellenborough, by a like manifes\ation. gaiM an 
Earl's coronet, and a Grand Cross of the Bath. 

Yet indifferent 118 was Lor.d ' Elleflborongh to some 
things, which aPPealed powerfully to the feelings of men 
inferior in r118k to the Governor-General of mill", it must 
not be supposed that he was on all aubjects equally 
philosophical. He was not such "a dish of skimmed-milk .. 
but that there were matters capable of moving hinl, and 
the letter to General Notl affords an instance. Anticipating 
that the general would be so IJot-headed as to advance upon 
Ghuznee and Kab~l-to retreat by way of these pilices it 
should have been said-anticipating this movement, Lord 
Ellenborough thus instructs the gallant officer upon a very 
importaut poinlorelating to his conduct at the former place. 
" You will bring away from the tomb of Mahmood of 
Ghuznee his club which hangs over it, and you will bring 
away the gates of his tomb, which are the gates of the 
temple of Somnauth."· Let the d(;f'amer~ of Lord Ellen
borough now stan Ii forth and say, if they dare, tluft he is 
without enthusiasm. The charge is false. His enthu
siasm may be of extraordinary character-it may requirt 
extraordinary occasions to call it forth-but it is clear 
that it may be call~ forth. 'I'hough it may slumber 
long, it exifts. True, that the reparation of the Jama~ 
honour ai Great Britain did not provoke it; 'true, that 
it was proof against the clailIlll of the b,*ve men, de
licate women, and hioocent children who were in cap~ 
vity among the Affghans; but it is raised to boilii'lg
heat by the thoughts of a mouldy old duh and II pair of 

* P.ge :i.!H. 



rotten gates. No, it would be wrong to charge Lord El~ 
borough with being deficient in generous enthusiasm, but 
the fet!ling is in him of a singular kind. The club, alas! 
eluded the grasp- of the victors of Ghuznee; but the gates 
-thrice happy ~ance! were takt:n; a fact as well known 
as John Gilpin's ride to Ware and back again. 

" I'am a ho"".d""p"r bold, 

As .11 tbe "orld doth kno ... •• 

And Lord Ellenborough took good care that all the world 
should know the story of the gates of Somnanth. The 
Hindoo princes, he thought, would be delighted with it, 
and he rushed to electrify them with the good news as 
eagerly as ancient PIstol to communicate to Sir John Fal. 
staiI'the news of the accession to the throne of his old boon 
companion, Henry the FIfth 

" SIr.Tohn, I am tby P,stol and thy fnend, 
And heltel·,kelter have I rode to thee, 
Anahdln!;_ do I hrlnjr. and luoky 10\, 
And golden tIme., and bappy news of pTloe:' 

But anCIent Pistol never uttered such fustian as is to be 
found h, a certbin Indian state pape-r. Who has forgotten 
the famous proclamation which threw Europe, Asia, and 
Amerfca, into apoplectic fitR of laughte~, except when the 
riSIble propensIty was subdued by ri.lIlg fet·lmgs of dIS
gust or apprehen.ion ~ That a Christian nobleman should 
have dIctated such a proclamation %nd sent it forth, \I llh 
the stamp of his authority, is indeed calculated to cxcite 
impressioqs of deep regret, not less than of surprise. But 
that any man, except the concoctor of a low Amet~n new<\
paper-one of the fraternity transatlantically denominated 
Slangaohanger8-could have writt~ such a paper, would 
have exceeded belief were not the fact before us. If there 
bt. m existence any state paper with w9Jch It may fitly be 
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compared, it lUust have elUanated front the cabinet of King 
Chrononhotonthologos. But to this sounding prelude wlat 
succeed~? The parading of the gates was te. delight 
Lord Ellenborough's" brothers and friends, "-so he styled 
them-the Hindoo princes and chiefs. • Did it answer the 
purpose? Far from it. His lordship's tmthusiaslU was 
shared by none. No man in .India but hilllself cared for 
these gates, or \:ieemed them worth a thought, To him 
they furnis~ a stand on which to hang the flowers of Bed
lam eloquence, and there their importaooe ended. They 
slumber in obscurity, no one knows where. Certainly they 
have not been honoured with a triumpllal progress into 
Guzerat, as Lord Ellenborough proposed, lind it seems that 
if they had, there is no tempJe for them I 

The folly of this unparalleled proclamation is ob
vious enough-the political danger attending its issue 
is not less apparent. HIS lordship had a keen scent 
for danger wOOn British hOllour was to be vindicatejl 
and British prisoners rescued. How cam. his appre
hensions to be lulled into insensibility whpn he prepared 
this extraordinary paper? Did his lordship think that in 
this proclamation he should carry with him the feelings of 
the Mahomedan ~ubject& of the British Crown? ~Id it 
never occur to him that the almost divine honours claimed 
for a trumpery piece of carpenter's work might be offen
sive to those who, though aliens from the Christian 
fold, have yet a deep horror of idolatry, and of all that 
ministers t. it? Did be ove~look the fact, tbat the 
capture of these gates, if a triumph for the Hindoos, was 
a triumph over the Maho~edans, or did he think that there 
was no danger in irrilating the latter i' Did he fOl'ge't how 
proud and excitable is the MabolUedan character-that tbose 
by whom the gates of Somnauth were carried to Ghuznee 



were followers of Mahomed, and that the original capture of 
the gates, like their recapture, was less a national than a reli- . 
gious cause of triumph P Did he forget tbat thou!"l"ds of 
Mahomedans were serving in the British armies, and that it 
was scarcely worth while to offend them for the sake of 
trumpeting the march of the gates, of which the tomb of 
Mahmood the Dest~er had been despoiled, even though the 
tomb his lordship assured his'" brothers anM'riellds ' looked' 
upon the ruins of Ghuznee,"-an extraordinary proceeding 
on the part of the tomb. Did he forget HIS OWN declara
tion-surely he could not forget that whatever else might 
slip from his memory, that the war had" assumed a religious 
as well as national chat aeter P"* or did he disregard the 
possible consequences of di.gusting a host of bold, reckless, 
un calculating men, whose" brothers and friends" in Aff
ghanistan professed, hke themselves, the creed of Mahomed? 
True, no harm has followed. The Mahomedan population 
of India have cast aSide their ordinary gr'lvity, and, like 
all the worlrl beside, laughed at the mad effusion which 
the Governor-General thought would please everybody, 
and found to please nobody. But because no mischIef has 
ensued, arl' we to acquit the man who provoked it' A 
burni~ brand may be thrown into a ma~ of combustibles, 
and it may happen that the mass does not take fire, but we 
do not thereupon conclude that the applIcation of the 
brand was a prudent or even an innocent act. Lord 
EllenbQ~h'B proclamation has turned out only a good 
jest, ~ it might have heen no jest at all. There would 
have been nothing like a jest in a widely-spread ~homedan 
revolt. We might have been satisfied, as we are now, that 
Lord Ellenborough did not intend to produce such an out-

• Letter to SIr J •• per Nlcoll8, 15th Marcb, 184.2. Papers, page 
167. 
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~k-tbat his lordship, in fact, IIH!Ilnt nothing by hiB 
proclamation-that it was a mere flourish of word., 118 

unmttaIling as a flourish of trumpets; but had I!n insurrec
tion followed, it would have consoled us little to reeollect 
that it had no more dignified origin ~an the pl1Sl!ion of a 
Governor-General for writing tUI'gid nonsense. 

There was another proclamation issued a few months 
before, somet\ing in the s~me strain with the Somnauth 
paper. Qne passage is very charactemtic of the author. 
" Disasters unparalleled in their extent, unless by the errors 
in which they originatt.'li, and the treachery by which they 
were completed, have, in one short campaign, been avenged 
upon every scene of past mIsfortune." Now did it be('ome 
the Governor·General o( India thus puhlicly to cast a 
stigma on his predecesbOr, whoever he might have been r It 
is not necessary to defend the policy of Lord Auckland
many, and among tht'm some of the highest authorities on 
Indian afi'ail'l!, condemn that policy-but, whether it wer; 
right or wrong. Lord Ellenborough had nQoright to sit in 
judgment upon it-no official right; he might hold his own 
opinion, he might expl't'sl> that opimon to his friends, or 
after he had quitted office, not before--he might have dIf
fused it by meAns of the press; but ai> Govern""·General 
of India, Lord Ellenborough had no right publicly to cri
ticise his predecessor. The bad taste of the proceeding is 
aggravate~ by the character of the party attacked. The 
administration of lord Auckland terminated amid clouds; 
but who 4S there of any party ~ho will deny to his lordship 
the ch¥acter of an upright, conscientious, and intelligent 
functionary? Moreover, Lord Auckland was eminently a 
modest and unpre~uming. statesman: Oh! how unlike, ill 
this respect, to his successor. 

Towards thE' conclusion of this proclamation, the first in 
G ~ 
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order of time, though the second noticed, lire two intimations 
of v~ry singular character viewed in connection with that 
which has .followed. The first of them is to the effect that 
" the rivers of the Punjaub and the Indus" are to "be 
placed between a Bti.tish army and an enemy approaching 
from the West." The Indus, therefore, is to be one of the 
boundaries of British territory. and occupation. The sen· 
tence immediately preceding the passage I.1bove quoted 
commences thus :-" Content with the limits nature appears 
to have assigned to its empire, the Government of India 
will devote all its efforts to the establishment and mainte
nance of general PEACl.." Thh last word brings us to the 
seron<l. point, which is prominent! y put forward in the 
sentence with which the proclal,Ilation concludes :-" Sin
cerely attached to peace, for the sale of the benefits it con
fers upon the people, the Governor-General i~ resolved that 
PhACE shall be observed." Here are two thing~ pronounced 
distinctly; first, that LOId Ellenborough would regard the 
Indus as a natural boundary of the British Empire in the 
East, and secondly, that his policy .hould be paclfic-

" The lady doth prote.t too much, methmks, 
Oh ! but .he'll keep her \\ ord." 

Let us see how the Governor-Genera! kept ?lis. Peace had 
been his unceasing song. He had suug It after dinner at 
the London Tavern when about to proceed to India, and 
he continued to enCOfe hilO~lf upon a!! fitting occasions, 
and SOlOe unfitting ones, after he arrived in that country. 
He would have purchased Peace with Affghanis/lan, even 
though national dishonour were the price. He afterwards 
bt>came more warlike. The mIlitary had gained laurels in 
Affghanistan, a portion of 'Ahich he transferred to his own 
brows; but while they were ripening, a series of events 
were in progress in Sinde, which, in their terlOinat~n, 
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illustrated, in a most extraordinary manner, both the'con
sisten.cy of his lordship's professions with his 8!,tioltI, and 
the pacinc character of his policy. 

Sin de had been for many years un!ler a government of 
an extraordinary character. It was divided into three 
states, Hydrabad, KhyrJlO?I', ande Meerpoor, subject to 
rulers called '-meers, some of whom exercillCd the powers of 
sovereignty in undivided tenancy. Of these states. Hydra
bad was the chief. The East-India Company long main
tained some comm!'rrial intercourse with Sinde, but no politi
cal connection <ubsisted 11jltwecn the Company's govern
ment and that of any of the states of Sinde till the year 
1809, when, it b('ing a~ important object to keep the 
French from Ilaining any footing in India, a treaty was 
concluded, by which the rulel's of Hydrabad bound them
sehes not to admit that people to settle in their country. 
In 1820, an"ther tft'aty was concluded, by which all Euro
peans and Americans were to be excluded.from settling in 
the dominions of Sinde. In 183Q, it being an object with 
the Br'itish Government to open the navigation of the 
Indus, another treaty was concluded, by which that object 
was attained, !!ubject to three conditions-the ell!t:lusion of 
the trans.it of milItary stores by the river as well as by the 
roads of Sinde, the exclusion of armed ves<els, and the pro
hibition of English merchants sE'ttling in the country. .By 
another treaty with Khyrpoor, the passage of the river 
was con~ded upon the same t/rms as might be agreed upon 
with the Government of Hydrabad. A supplementary 
treaty, having reference especially to the tolls to be levied, 
was concluded with the Hydrabad Government very soon 
af'ter the former treaty; and in 1834, a commercial treaty, in 
co~fonnity with a provision in the supplementary VIle, 
was entered into with the same state, and extended to 
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Khy'rpoor, as previously agreed upon. In 1858, another 
treaty was- formed, by which the British Gover~ment 
undertook to use its good offices to adjust differences exist
ing between the Aineers and Runjeet Singh, the Sikh 
ruler, who meditated the extension of his conquests in the 
direction of Sinde. By this, treaty, also, the Ameers 
agreed, for the first time, to receive permaUQbtly a British 
minister to reside at Hydrabad, or elsewhere wi,thin their 
dominions, as he might deem expedient. 

Sinde was formerly a dependency of the Mogul empire. 
About the middle of the last century it became subject to 
KabooJ, but from the weakness of the Government of that 
country, the dependency was little more than nominal. 
When the British Government resolved to support the 
claims of Shah Shoojah, and reinstate him in possession of 
his dominions, it was deemed necessary to settle the relation 
of Sinde with Kabool, and accordingly, by an article ill the 
Tripartite treaty, to which the Bntish Government, Run
jeet Singh, and Shoojah-ool-Moolk were parties, it was pro
vided that, on the payment, by the Ameers, to Shoojah-ool
Moolk of a &um to be fixed under the mediation of the 
British Government (part of which was to be paid by 
Shoojah to Runjeet Smgh), all the claims of the ruler of 
Kabool upon SindI', whether of supremacy or for tribute, 
were to be relinquished, and the country was too continue 
to belong to the Ameers and their successors in perpetuity. 

The conl-Iusion of this treaty, and the mode in which 
their interests were affected by it, were communica';ed to 

the Ameers by the British minister at Hydrabad, who was 
instructed, also, to announce th~ approach of the army 
intended to reseat Shah Shoojah on the throne of Kabool. 
A long course of diplomatic proceedings, varied by sundry 
ho~tile acts on the part of the British Government, too 



well known to require detail, here foliowed. These entled 
In the Qonclusion of new treaties, the effect of which was to 
add the Ameers to the number of princes over W:hom the 
British Government held control by th~ tenure of a sub
sidiaryalliance. Thus matters stood in February, 184J!, 
when Lord Ellenborough arrived .0 take the reins of 
government in 'India. • 

It is not-offering his lordship any injustice to Bay that 
. almost from the per;od of his entt'ring upon the duties of 
his office, he seems 10 have contemplated the- reduction of 
Sinde to the condition of a British province, in name as 
well as in fact. On the 6th May, 184!ll, he writes to the 
politiral agent in that co~ntry thus: .. The Governor
General is led to .think that you may have seen reason to 
doubt the fidelity of borne on(' Of more of the Ameers of 
Sinde.". Accordingly, with reference to what his lord
bhip had bE'f'J'1 "led to think" might have occurred, he 
tran~mitted a letter, to be addressed to any (Vle or more of 
the Ameers who might incur suspicion. This letter, which 
breathes gunpowder in every line, thus concludes: "On the 
day on which you shall be faithless to the British Govern
ment, sovereignty will have passed from YOII; your 
dominions will be given to others" (to whom ?-we shall 
shortly see), "and in your destitution, all India will see 
that the British Government will not pardon an injury 
received from one 1t believes to be its friend."t In the 
letter of itstruction to the polrtical agent, this passage is 
referred-to as "no idle threat, intended only to alarm, but 
a declaration of the Governor-General's fixed determination 
to punish, cost what it rna)" the first chief who may prove 
faithless, by the confiscatioil of his dominioru;."'+ 

• Correspon(lence relatIng t'O SID.le, 1836, 1843. Printed in enn
formity WIth a resolution 'Of the General COllrt 'Of Propr;~to1S 'Of Ea.ot
Iodl. Slock, 17th N'Ovember, 1843. Page 3n. t Ibid. t IbId. 
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l'roceeding onward, we find another letter addressed by 
order of ~is lordship to the political agl'nt in Sindel under 
date the '~1nd May. The British, as is well known, had, 
on advancing upon'Affghanistan, taken possession of certain 
towns and fortresses belunging to the AmeerR of SindI'. 
Whether this werejuitifiable or not, this is not the place to 
inquire; but this much is' quite certai9f without any 
inquiry, that we had possessed ourSt'hes of these placeb 
avowedly for military purposes, and that our retention of 
them was pq>lesSt'dly only temporary. In the letter last 
referred to, the politicJll agent in Sinde is thus instructed: 
" In any future n~gotiation with the Ameers of Khyrpoor, 
you will therefore bear in mind dlat it is the wish of the 
Governor-General to possess the i,land of Bukkur ann the 
town of Sukkur, with such an ample arrondissement as may 
give every facility for the maintenance of a good police 
within the town, and for the formation /ilf commercial 
es,abli~hment~ therein; regard being had likewise to the 
changing character of the Indus, and the necessity of pro
viding for every variation in the course of that river which 
the localities make it possible to for('see. The island of 
Bukkur, would be considered as a citadel arrd arsenal of the 
town of Sukkur, and should be rendered easily defensible 
hy a small force.". If advantage should be taken of an 
expression in a previous part of' this letter, "9is lordship 
feels that it will he necessary, at least 'until the riffairs of 
Affghanistan Bhall assume a fflO1'e settled and si:tisfactorg 
form, to ~etain a position on the Indus, and to bave the 
means of acting upon both banks"-if advantage be taken 
of the above qualification to say that Lord Ellenborough 
meant to retain }JQSSCSsion of certain parts of Sinde only for 
a limited period, an answer is furnished by himself in the 
following passage from the latter part of his letter. "The 

• Corre.pondence, page 350. 
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Governor-General would consider that it would be a mos" 
desirable ~tlgement if, in lieu of' all tribute MYMlle, 
under treaty or otherwise, by the Ameers of' Sinde and of 
Khyrpoor, such cessions of territory as ~y be necessary 
were made to us at Kurrachee, ,the island of' Bukkur, and 
the town of' Sukkur, and all claims to tribute payable by 
the Ameers to u~r to any othei- power, were, after such 
cessionsl to ~ cancelled, in consideration of the establish
ment of the perpetual f'rcedOJ;l\ of trade upon the Indus, 
and of such other provisions for "thf' freedom.of transit 
through their respective terrilorie. as it might appear expe
dient to make." Thub it is obvious th"at even at this early 
period of his administration Lord Ellenborough contem
plated permanent terr·itol ial acquisition in Sinde. 

On the 4th of J u~e we have another letter to the politi. 
cal agent in Sinde, in which his lordship is represented as 
" resolved to keep every thing within the Lower Indus in 
his hands." In this letter he inquires "whetver the ter
ritories under Meer Roostum Khan be in such a potiition 
as to make it easy to annex a p()rtion thereof to the domi
nions of the Khan of Bhawulpore, whose dominions his 
lordship is desirOlts of increasing, in reward for hi. own 
uniform fidelity and that of his ancestors."" Here we find 
Lord Ellenborough treating the dominions of the Ameers 
as though ther were his own-not only assigning as much 
as he thought fit to the' Government of which he was the 
representativ. and head, but propflsing to carve them out 
for the beDitit of others, provided that they lay conve~iently 
for the purpobe. 

Shortly after this, tlfe reade;of the Sinde correspondence 
is treated with a specimi!n of h1slordship's usual vaciUation. 
A letter addressed to the political agent on the 10th of 

• Corr"'l'ond.D~e, p.ge 370. 



,July concludes thus: "After all, it will be a matter for 
consid!:!ration, before the final instructions shall qe issued to 
you, whether any probable benefit to be ever derived from 
the treaty could compensate for the annual expenditure 
which would be brought upon the Government of India by 
the maintenance of.a large force at Sukkur and Kurachee.". 
On the !iZ!lnd May, the Governor-Gener.11 had been most 
anxious to retain possession of Kurachee" Bukkur, and 
Sukkur. But between that date and the flflnd July, 
" consider,qtton like an llngel came," and he began to doubt 
whether these places were worth the expense of keeping. 

A new actor, and" one de'tined to playa very important 
part. now appears on the stage. This is Sir Charles 
Napier. This functionary was not only to hold the chief 
military command in Sinde and Beloochistan, but within 
those limits was to "exercise entire authority over all 
political and civil officer~" Such are tl:e instructions of 

, the Governor-General, dated the flSth August. They con
clude thus : "It may be convenient that you should at 
once be informed that, if the Ameers, or anyone of them, 
should act hostilely, or evince hostile designs against our 
army, it is my fixed resolution never to' forgive the breach 
of faith, and to exact a penalty which shan be a warning 
to every chief in India. On the other hand, it is my in
tention to seize the first opportunity of bestowing sub
stantial benefits upon the Khan of Bhawulpore, as a reward 
for the constant support "which the British G«wernment has 
received from him and his ancestors."t Here t\le old spirit 
again breaks out. The Ameers had as yet not gone the 
length which would afford a. decent pretence for depriving 
them of their territory; but the eye of Sir Charles Napier 
was to be kept 00 them in the hope that they would. 'l'he 

• Correopondence. page 381. t IbId. page 384. 
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frtrtt was not quite ripe, but it was to be watched till it 
could be gat,hered with some appearance of propriety; . and 
when the much-desired opportunity arrived of $tripPing 
the tree, a friend and neighbour was to be tllought of, and 
a good basket-full of the proo,* banded over to bim. 
These things it was "convenient"-that ill tire word-tbat 
Sir Charles Napier $ould know. l.'hat Sir OharJ.es Napier 
might be inform~ of every thing that the .Ameen had done 
of a hostile character, and even of evt'ry thing that might be 80 

ClInBtrued, Major Outram was, on 1st September, iJljrtructed 
to" explain to the major-generai (Napier) the actual state of 
things, shewing him what had been do~e by the Ameera 
and chiefs, in pursuance of the. treaties, and place before 
him, with judicial accuracy, the several acts whereby the 
Ameers and chiefs may"have seemed to depart from the terms 
or spirit of th£'ir engagements, and to have evinced hostility 
or unfriendliness t06Vards the Government of India.". One 
might sUPPOS£' that this was an extract from a I~ter to an 
attorney, directing him to lay before counsel a statement of 
facts, for the purpose of framing a criminal indictment. Of 
these instructions to Major Outram, Sir Charles Napier was 
advisoo, in a lettep reiterating the Governor-Genellal's 
determination to inflict signal punishment upon any of the 
chiefs who might have evinced hostile designs.t Indeed, 
these denunciations of "signal punishment" occur so 
frequently in his lordsmp's communications respecting 
Sinde, as to mark beyond. the po~bility of mistak~ the 
feelings and intentions which were cherished by him. 

On the ~rd October, the desire which the Governor
General bad long felt, of'being Qlunificent at the expense of 
others, is found prevailing· in gr~at activity. In a letter of 
that date, to Sir Charles Napier, be says," I am very anxiou8 
to be enabled, &8 the result of any new arrangement with the 

• Correspond.nce, page 385. t Ibid. page 3S6. 



Ameers. to have at my disposal the Pergunnahs of Bhoong 
Bhara. and, if, possible, Subzulkote likewise, in order to 
beBi~w them in free gift upon the Khan of Bhawulpore, No 
chief in India deserves so well of the British Government as 
that Khan. He and his family have been faithful for three 
generations, and) know no measure which would be so con
ducive to our reputatioh and iml.ue~ (certainly there is 
none that would be so gratifying to myself). as to be enabled 
to make this gift to him. The cession should be made to 
us, and then we should give it over to the Khan; and, as 
there may be some difficulty in the proposed arrangement 
with the Ameers, it would be better to say nothing to the 
Khan till the thing is done."" The Governor-General is 
"very anxious" to get a portion of the property of the 
Ameers of Sinde to give away to a third party, because 
that third party deserved well of the British Government. 
Nothing, he thinks, would condllce so much to "ollr repu
tation" as to take from John and give to Peter! "The 
cession should be made to us, and then we should give it 
over to the Khan !" Let LIS by threats or cajolery get 
possession of something that does not belong to us, for the 
sakr of generously bestowing it upon It friend. 'l'he exer
cise of gratitude is as delightful as it is respectable, and it 
is the more delightful (though perchance not the more 
respectable) when it can be jndulged, not at our own proper 
008t, but at that of our neighbouts This is the morality 
of a British Governbr-Generlll who lloll~shed in India 
in the year 1842. , 

Under the same date, the 23rd October, another letter to 
Sir Charles Napier occurs, in wRich his lordship says, 
.. I am inclined to think thllt the ~meer Nus'll'er Khan will 
be 80 wrong-headed, or so ill-advised, as to persist in refus
ing to observe the conditions of the treaty, in which case 

• Correspondence, page 392. 
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he must be at once compelled to do 80; and if the Govern. 
ment is obliged to incur any eltpenae for the purpose of 80 

compelling ~im, the least punishment which can be inflicted 
upon him is that of defraying the expense:'* In a l~ter 
formerly quoted, we find that his 10rdshiJ' was "led to 
think" that which WWI most convenieat for his purpose. Now 
he is " inclined to think," an assertion wl\ich it cannot be 
doubted was quite i\accoroance w:th fact. It being settled 
that Ameer Nusseer Khan would oblige the Britiab 
Government to incur expense, and that he ought to defray 
it, the master passion of the Governor-General IVldd .. nly 
peeps out again. "But," he condnut's, " I should prefer de
priving him of territory." Territory ag:in! "Still harp
ing on my daughter;" and his lorchhip proceeds, through a 
portion of the remainder of his tetter and a rather respect
able post-cript, to ofter suggestions for disposing of the 
territory of which N u~seer Khan was to be deprived with as 
much coolness as -the commissioners under an inclosure 
act might make allotments to the parties intere~ted. As 
is frequently the case in regard to right of common, there 
were bOrne rather complicated questions, which, however, 
the Governor-General discusses with perfect sangfroid. 

I t cannot be delried that in Sir Charles Napier .the 
Governor-General found all efficient and by no mean~ 

a scrupulous agent. In a paper of considerable length 
(so considerable, indeed, that its author terms it "an essay 
rather than a letter"), Sir Charles Napier shews a degree 
of aptitude for <following u) the sug/testions of his 8u~rior 
which is perfectly astonishing.t After some observations 
on the expediency of ket'ping the Ameers strictly to the 
terms of their treaties, fie says, .. By treaty, t~e rime fot . . 

• Correspondenee, page 393. 
t See tbe p&pt'f in Curre'pondenee, page 3!If. 



which we ma.y occupy our pretent campa is unlimitclh"
trut', Sir Charles, true; but surely you are aware that tbe 
occupation was always profes!ied to be temporary. tbough 
no . precise time was fixed for its conclusidn. Having 
always profefAled an intentu;. to depart as soon as the 
eireumstances which led to your presence shall have 
cea!ied, will Jou stay for ever, because the exact 
moment for your departure hu nevI': been determined? 
This would be just what we should look for in & Mahratta 
visitor-first to get a temporary footing, then to make it 
permanl'nt; but from the Government of British India we 
expect something better. If honour and good faith find no 
plaN' h .. ~lde in InlHa, let them at least irradiate the counsels 
of British statesmen and British soldiers, whether they ema
nate from Calcutta, from Simla, or from Sukkur. You 
will not force one party to ob!lerve the strict lettef of a 
treaty, and claim for yourself the privilege of violating its 
spirit, together with an understandinr so distinct as to 
have acquired almost the force of a formal treaty! Yes, 
t"ven this is what is recommended. The position that the 
time for the stay of the British army is not limited, is laid 
down, not as an idle display of dialectic sagacity, but as a 
ba,is on which to rest a most formida"le scheme of aggres
sion. Sir Charleb Napier's argument may be stated, in an 
abridged form, thus :-If we depart, we must soon come 

back; therefore we ought to stay. If we stay, our camps 
will grow into towns, and the inhabitants will engross all 
the trade of the Indl..s. The~ ~ towns will flourish, while 
the territory of the Ameers will decay. The rival govern
ments will quarn.-l, and the stronger will swallow up the 
weaker. This is all very straiihtforward, and having 
brought his 80rites to a cOhciusioll, Sir Charles asks, "If 
this reasoning be correct, would it not be better to come to 



.the results at O.DCe?" And he answers, "I think it wadd 
III better, if it can be done with honesty." Now this qIIa

lification is somewhat embalT8.lllling; but Sir Charlet! Napiel' 
is too ex~rienced a tactician, and too brave a man, 'to de-
spair. He proves to his ~ll fiIItisfaction that the Ameen 
deserved all that he propot!ed to hri.g upoD them, beeause 
tbey were charged with certain acti of ,pparent hoetility, 
some of which ."re very queslionable in point of fact, 
while othe1"\! were of very triHing nature; and further, be
cause they bad a passion for hunting, rivalling that of even 
our William the First. The fact is, that both the Gover
nor-General and the chief milita"y and political f~nctionary 
in Sinde had made up their minds to \ particular course; 
and, this being the case, there was no difficulty in findjng 
reasons to justify it. It is bftt a new illustration of the 
old fable of the Lioll and the Lamb. The stronger animal 
wanted a meal, and the casuistry of hunger readily fur
nished him with .pretexts for gratifying his appetite. So 
Sinde was coveted, and a pretext for taking the whole, ot'" 
a part, was eagerly sought for, and, it is unnece~ry to say, 
not sought in vam SIr Charles Napier, who, to render 
him Justice, speaks out with most soldierly frankness, 
says, "I have maiDtaioed that we want only a fair p~text 
to coerce the AlBeers."" And again: "They have broken 
treaties"-as be proposed to break the implied obligation to 
depart at a proper time-"they have given a pretext;" and 
the Governor:General,. under whom Sir CharlCil Napier 
served, was wt more sl01\ in Iayi~ hold of it than was Sir 
Charles in lid visi n g such a step. • 

Still some degree of caution was to be observed; greatly 
as the object was desired, there Was danger of going too 

fast, What instructiOl!S Lo~ EUeoborough carried from 
• Corre.pondenee, page 396. 
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borne cannot be known; but apart from all fear on this head, 
there were grounds for hesitation sufficient to make even 
the most quixotic pause. There was the Court of Directors 
()f tlte East-India Company watching the pro~eedings of 
their Governor-General; there were the Proprietors ofEast
India Stock; there was the Press of England; there was 
the Briti~h ParIialDent; and there was the whole body of 
the Bdtish people. The ·Ameers, too'l,were not so hostile 
as they ought to have been. "The Ameers," says Sir 
Charles Napier, writing to the Governor-Ge~eral on the 8th 
of Nove"lber, "have Dot committed any overt act ;"*' but 
there waq some comfort, inasmuch as it was to be hoped that 
they would. " If lh~y refuse to listen to reason," he shortly 
afterwards observps; "if they per.ist in sacrificing every 
thing to their avarice and their shikargahs, or hunting 
grounds, they must even have their way, and try the force 
of arms at their penl, if so they are resol ved."t 

And truly the crisis was approaching .• From the time 
of his arrival in IndIa, the Governor-General had marked 
out Sin de 'for a prey. In furtherance of the denoue
ment which had long been forl'seen and prepared, the ex
isting treaties were voted obsolete and inapplicable to the 
then, state of affairs, and new ones we.re submitted to the 
unhappy Ameers, which, it was anticipated, they would 
reject. This is evident from the letter of Lord Ellen
borough to the Secret COlJlmittee, of the 19th of November. 
1842, wherein he says: "I cannot i:Jut apprehend that the 
Ameel's of Hydrabad snd KhyrllOOr will r~ist the impo
sition of the terms I ha\e deemed it just and e.l'pedient to 
demand from them, in consequence of the violations of 
treaty, and the acts of intended hostility, of which they 
appear to have been guilt;y."t 'Surely this is strange 

• Corre<pondence, p. 476 t IbId. p. 476. t IbId. p. 488. 
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phraseology, What a confusion of intentlon and action 1 
, " Acts of intended hostility! .. Was it mere intention tMi 
was imputed to the Ameen? If so, what is mflant by 
"acts?" Or bad they actually manifested their hostility 
by overt acts? If so, what means the ;ord " intended ?" 
But passing this, how hesitating, Qualified, and unsatisfa<.'

. tory, is the mode in which these intelttions or acttons, or 
whatever they It?re, are spoken of! "Acts of mtflnded 
hostility of l1Ihich they appear to have been guilty." So 
then the Governor-General was not quite sure. Appearances 
indeed were, in his jUdgment, against the Ameen-there 
was ground for suspicion-was1there.not ground for doubt 
on the other side? Would he visit mere appearance with 
severe punishment and call .this "just and expedient I" 
This is a revival ~f "Lydford Law;" hang the accused 
fint, and try him afterwards. 

But what sort of terms were those which Lord Ellen
borough expected would be rejected by the Ameers? They 
were terms nearly as off'ensive as it was possi41e to frame: 
Nothing short of the total deprivation of territory and sove
reignty could exceed them in this respect. The Ameers 
were to be relieved of all pecuniary payments, and this 
article, naturally"enough considering who framed-them. 
parades conspicuously in the very front of the drafts of 
the revised treaties. 'l'his is the single sweetener thrown 
into the bitt~r potion which the unfortunate Ameers were 
called upon to swallo~. Tribute was to cease, but, in con
formity with views 10ng\entertai~ and avowed, 18[ge ces
sions of territory were required_ sacrifice known to be 
most hateful to the Ameers. With regard to the portions 
of territory to be heUI by tl)f Engli,sh, the Ameers were to 
be entirely at the mercy of th~!Ie who demanded them, for the 
limits were not defined in the draft of treaty, nor were they 

H 



~ bt' determinpd by commissioners cb08Pn by the parries. 
respectively interested, but by the agent of one of them, 
namel),; by Sir Charles Napier! Was ever such a.mode of 
dealing heard of? 'I'he representative of the British Go
vernment in India walks into the country of a power with 
whom ~is Government hll8for some years maintained friendly 
relations, and whicH relatiolJs are about to be revised-only 
revised-and says, "I am instructed tortake a portion of 
your territory-I cannot, at present, tell you <how much; I 
must see how much we want-in the meantime there is a 
treaty wbich you are t~ sign without muttering a word of 
dislike." This cour!;C of proceeding placed the Ameers in 
worse than a ~tate of vassalage. The draft of treaty would 
l!eeln to have been stlldiedly .~ta\Vn with a view to give to 
them as much pain as possible-to give ,the deepest wound 
to their feelings of self-respect, and to add to their humilia
tion every ingredient of bitterness of which it was susceptible. 
,They were to relinquish the right of coining money, one of 
the most v&Jued appendages of sovereignty-the British 
Government were to coin it for them. and none but the 
rupee thus specially coined and the Company's rupee were 
to circulate in Sinde. The very coin which passed from 
hand' to hand among the subjects of the Ameers was to 
testify to their degradation. Further, they were to supply, 
at a price to be fixed, fire-wood, for the purpose of steam 
navigation, in whatever quantities th~ officers l)f the British 
Government might from,time to time require; and failing 
in this,' those officers were to be em{owered to cut down wood 
within a sperified distance of the river-an. exercil!e of which 
power would have had the effect of destroying the shic
karzars, or hunting preserve; ... in fhich theee princes de
lighted. Such was the mode in which Lord Elknborough 
propolled to treat a power with which he was ostensibly 
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desirous of maintaining friendly terms. If this treaty w#!t! 
a specimen of his friendship, \\ hat must his enmity be? "it 
is wortlt while to see what account the Go~rnol:"..Qeneral 
gives of the mattt-r. In a letter to Sir Charles Napier, 
dated November 4th, he says, " The treaty proposed to be 
imposed upon Meer Roostum ami Meer Nusse-er Khans, 
rests, for its justi6cation, upon the \ssumption °that tbe 
letters said to be4Bddressed by Meer Roostum to the Maha
rajah Shere iing, and by Meer N usseer Khan to Beebruck 
Boogtie, were really written by.tho'le chiefs Te$pectively, 
and that the confidential minister of Meer Roo'tum did, as 
is alleged, contrive the escape bf th~ Syud Mahomed Shu
reef.'"'" Here are Lord Ellenborough's motives as stated by 
himself. There is his defeilce-he has chosen his ground 
and he must stan~ on It. This was perfectly understood 
by Sir Charles Napier, who, in a letter to the Governor
General, of the 17th November, says, " The whole pro
reedings towartls the Ameers now depend. as I COl1strur 
your decision, upon three things .-ht Is "the letter of 
Meer Nusseer Khan, of Hydrabad. to BeebruLk Boogtie, 
an authentic letter or a forgery? flnd. Is the letter 
of Meer Roostum Khan, of Khyrpoor, to the Maharajah 
Shere Sing. an °authentic letter or a forgery? 3r~. Di(l 
Futteh Mahomed Ghoree, cOll6dential agent of Meer 
Roostum Khan, <l.L Khyrpoor, aqSlst ·in the escape of 
Mahomed Shureef?':t-These are the three points, and 
how does the general dispooe of thMn? The first letter, 
that alle~ to be w~tten hy • Meer N usseer lihan, of 
Hydrabarl, is about a8 vague as native letters generally 
are; but if it were genuine, It would seem to indicate 
that the Ameer h~ /ome\ted JIlflvements hostile tp the 
British cause, and that he meditated shaking off his coonec-

* Correspondence, page 472. t IbId. page 486. 
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tjon with Britiioh Government. * But its genuineness can· 
~t as it Jleelll$, be proved. The seal, the great e\ idence of 
its authenticity. is pronounced, by certain witnes!'e8, to be 
that of Meer NUl!'leer Khan; but then Sir Charles Napier 
measures the details with a pair of compasses, and it is 
found t~at they do not correspond with those of the seal 
known to be in use t,y the Ameer. This would seem to dis. 
credit the letter, for an inscription upotl a seal is not a 
shifting thing, in which the letters are sometinles of one size 
and sometimes of another. with variable distances between 
them. But' as the half-starved apothecary, Lampedo, had a 
remedy, even though r{)lll and body were divorced, so Sir 
Charles Napier has one for this awkward lIaw in the evi
dence against the Ameers. It f' is accounted for by the cir
cumstance (said to be notorious), that the Ameers have two 
seals."t Now it loICems that the fact of their having two seals 
was nut positively" notorious "-it was only" said to be" 
po ;--and thus the rumour of a rumour is ihe ultimate evi
dence upon \\hich this charge rests. Was this a sufficient 
ground for such a proceeding as that which Lord Ellen
borough founded upon it-even thougb strengthened by the 
declaration of Sir Charles Napier," that no one has a doubt 
of the 'authenticity of the letter ?"t 

'I'he second po~nt relates to the letter of Meer Roostum of 
Khypoor, referring to a supposed treaty between that prince 
and the ruler of Lahore. With regard to bbis letter, Sir 
Charles Napier says, there are doubts on the mind of Major 
OutraIli. whether the Ameer was ,\>rivy to it ~or not; but 
that it certainly was written by his confidentiat millis~r, 
and bore the Ameer's seaI;§ and he concludes, that Lord 

-' 
• See Correapondence, page 44q~' t, IbId. page 486. f lind. 
§ Mr. Clerk, British Envoy at Labore, to whom tbis was, with 

... me other lett."., transmitte<!, doubte<! af their authenticity. See 
CotTHpolldelle., page 478. 
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dlenborougb will hold, that Meer Rooitum tntHt ~ 
responsible for the acts of his minister. He was right 
in concluding that such would be the decision" of the 
Governor-General, but this system of ftlaking the priooe 
responsible for the act of his minister is a reversal of the old 
doctrine, that the minister is resPonsible for the acas of the 
prince. We have seen how one of the Ameers was dealt with 
as to evidence. 'Now we have another sentenced to equally 
severe trt:oatment on account of a letter which there is not 
the slightest proof that he ever saw. • 

The third point relates to the escape or an insurgent 
leader from the custody of the Britifh authorities, and the 
evidence, if it be worthy of belief (which is not quite cer
tain), proves that the aforesatd confidential minister was in 
('orrespondence with him; but, as in the former case, there 
is nothing to implicate his master. 

Such is the evidence collected by Sir Charles Napier, with 
regard to whic~ he observes: "If I have your lordshiplt!! 
answer, saying. that you consider the above sufficient to act 
upon, I shall lose no time in proposing your draft of the 
new treaty to the Ameers.... His lordbhip did think it suffi
cient, and Sir ChJtrles was instructed to act. 

He did act, and a strange and disgusting combination of 
vile intrigue and unj ustifiable violence marked his cou rse. 
Meer Roostum, the unhappy chief of Khyrpoor, had a bro
ther, named Meer Ali. Morad, who was anxious to supplant> 
him. It sCf6ms that, b~ the estaWished rule of succession. 
he would have succeede<l to this dignity on the deatL of his 
brother. though the latter had a son, but he was unwilling 
to wait. Sir CharI. Napier lent his countenance to the 
designs of Meer Monad AI., promised him the support of 
the Governor-General,t and the result was, that the chief
ship (the turban it is somewhat affectedly called) was tram.-

• See Correapondellce, page 486. t IbId. page i15. 
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hrred to the usurping brother, He was desirous of sotne

thing more; having obtained the chiefship prematurely, he 
wished 'to divert the line of succession in favour o{'his own 
family, .. The dghtful heir at Ali Morad's death is his 
nephew, the son of Meer Roostum,"- These words are 
Sir Chocles Napier'li- But Ali Morad wished his own son 
to succeed. and a British officer does not shrink from a.~king 
a British Governor-General whether or lIot this could be 
accorded. What says the Governor-General? He shall 
not be miblcpresented ; ·!-Ie shall speak for himself. "I 
shall therefore gladly see ebtablished the right of primoge
niture in the direct litre; and this you may, if you deem it 
adVIsable, commuuicate to Meer AI! Morad; and I have 
little doubt, that once establf.hed in the possession of the 
turban, with our ~upport, he will he Itble, with the con
currence of a majority of the family, to estahlish the more 
natural and reasonable line of succe~sjon t~ the turban, and 
'Clothe the measure with the forms of legality; but recog
nizing, as l'do, Meer Ali Morad as the succeS'lOr to Meer 
Roostum, according to the present custom, whereby the 
eldest son of Meer Roostum i~ superseded, I could not at 
once recognize the eldest son of Meer ,Ali Morad as his 
succe"sor, in contravention of the very principle upon which 
his father's right. are founded."t Most straightforward and 
righteous policy! Tht! rights of the heir cannot be invaded 
openly and imwediately, but they thall be undermined
they shall be attacked sl'{/'"etly andj'by degrees" This is the 
policy 'of a British Government in"the nineteenth century of 
the Christian era! Can the annals of the most depraved of 
native states furnish any thing morf crooked, despiclible, 
Jlnd base than this?' ,. 

Chicane requires time-violence is more prompt. Sir 
Charles Napier had wormed Meer Roostum out of the 

• Correspondence, page SII. t IbId. poge 512. 
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chief ship. and prevailed on the poor old man (" poor oJsf 
Cool" the general calls him -') to surrender himselC to the 
usurper' of his rights.t Lord Ellenborough approved the 

• See Correspondenee, page 509. 
t Sir Charle. Napier 8ubsequently endeavoured to .hew tbat he 

had nothing to do with the transfer of the turban. In a paper drawn 
by biP> and whicb appears in tbe SuppleDlentary Corre'pondence 
relating to Sinde, )'p. 114, 1 J 5, he .aye, "when I beard thllt he 
[Meer Ro08tum] b.l re.igned tbe turban to Ali Morad I disapprnwd 
of it, and Mr"Bro'wo will recollect my sendlOg Ah Morud'. vakeel 
back to him with this me .... ge. 1 eve~ recommended him to return 
the turban and merely act a. hi. brother's lieutenant~' Again in a 
letter to the Governor-General in Coullci~(page I1ti), he says, "I 
assuredly did not press the abdiC\1tioll of tbe turban by Meer Rooo
tum, nor did I e"er advioe it." Sir Charles Napier, however, admits 
(page II 4) that he elerad,ised l\Itfr Roostum to seek the HprotectioD" 
of bis brother and be ~uided by hIm, tbough he boasts a8 follows:-H I 
gave Meer Roostum the option and IDvitation of commg to my camp 
and putting himself under my protection." He says furtber, "by my 
advire, \\ hich, le\ the reader observe, was not given tin it was aske4, 
1 secured to Meer Roostum tbe bonourable and powjl"ful protection 
of the British Government. Thi. he did not choose to accept-he 
went to hIS brother." 

W Itb reference to tbese stat~ments, nothing more i. neces.ary 
than to quote Sir Charles Napier'. word. from thQ first volume 
of Correspondence -relating to SlDde. At page 510, we finlhlm re
portinga proposed eBcape of Meer Roostum to hi. (Sir C. N.'.) camp, 
on which he observes, "I DID NOT LIKE Tlllb: AS IT WOU[,D nAVE 

i!!MBARR.AS8ED M& VERY MUCH flOW TO ACT, BPT THE 100·:A STRUCK 

ME AT ONCE THAT HE lI:IGBT GO TO AM .MORAD, WHO MJGHT IN

DUOE Hl-tl (A: A FAMILY ~RRANGEMIftNT) TO HESlON Tln1 TURBA.N 

TO HIM. * * * " I therefore .ecretly wrote"to Roo.
tum and A~i Morad, and about one o'clock this morning I had an 
express from Ali Morad to 8ay, tbat his brother IS safe with him." 
Again, at page 515, Si' Charlet Napie~ writing to the Governor
General, after adverting ~o R plrticular view whicb be entert"ioed. 
as to the policy of the A meen, says, .. Tbl. made me venture TO 

PROMISE ALl MORAD YOUR LORDSHIP'. SUPPORT II< IUVII<G TRB 

TURPAN, whieb your Lonbip has approved of. Tbe Dext step was 



t/III!p, and OD the day which among his countrymeD is 
eminently one of peace and good-will, recorded hi. 
approval. On Christmu-day, 184!, he wrote to Sir 
Chattes Napier, «I entirely approve of all you have done 
and express your intention of doing."* But the coune 
of events did not rqn smooth. 'l'he degradation of Meer 
ROO8tum, according to Sir Charles Napier, "burst upon 
his family and followers like a oomb-~ell." Alarmed 
at what they witneesed, and not knowing w~at to expect 
next, they B,ed toward& Elt~aun~ghur, a fortress situate aoout 
a hundred milee within the great sandy desert separating 
Sinde from Jessulmm. What did the British general? 
He determined to follow them with an armed force, in 
order to prove, as be says, "'that neither their deserts nor 
their negotiations can protect them from the British troops; "t 
-be it remembered, we were at peace with the Khyrpoor 
state-" war has not been declared,"j: observes Sir Charles 
Napier; "nor," he continues, "is it nec~ssary to declare 
it." The people of Sinde, it seems, were not entitled to 
the benefit of any of those principles. which have been esta
blished for the regulation of hostile proceedings between 
natio!¥" and w hieh serve to distinguish civilized warfare 
from mere brigandism. The general is fond of calling them 
barbarians, and he seems to have treated them as something 
even lower than barbarians. To the beasts of the forest
animals leTt1! natuTt1!,-the sportsman allows what is called 
"law;" the unhappy Si ... dians 'rre allowed, none. Sir 
Charles Napier marched; he arrived at Emaun~hur, and 
on arriving, coolly determined to "blow it down."§ He 

, 
to • ..,ure him the enrcu.e of lie po~ er now, even during hi. brother'. 
life. Tbls I was so fortunate to .,icceed in BY PERSUADING MEER 
ROO.TUM TO PI AOK HIMSELF IN AI .• MORAD'S HA.NDS." 

• Correlpondenee, page 512. t Ibid. page 516. 
t Ibid. page 515. ~ Ibid. page 528. 
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1I'U fortified in this determination by re&cting dlat die 
fortress belO11~ to Ali Morad, who consented to ita _ 
IItruction. It is, however, by no means clear that it IieJooged 
either to Ali MOI'Ild or to the Ulan whom 4Ie had manoeu'fftlll 
out of the turoan; the real owner seems to have been l\Ieer 
l\Iahomed Khan. But, waiving tljis ~int, how C'IoIDtl if to 
helong to Ali Morad, if belong to him it did? This que&
tion it is unn~ to answer here, for tl$ readet will not 

have forgotten .• Twenty thousand pouuds of powder were 
found in the fort~. This w.as elPployed in its destruction ; 
Emaun-ghuT became a heap of ruins; and this ~as the act of 
an ally during a period of peace. Iltiring a period of peace 
did this same ally take forcible possession of the districts of 
Subzulcote and Bhoongbarl, and give them over to the 
Nawaub of Bhalripore, as long contemplated; and then 
came a conference hetween Major Outram and the Ameen, 
reported most dramatically in the Blue Book,. in whicb, 
though the co~missioner maintained a bold front, relying 
on the army that was rapidly approaching, the Atneers had 
clearly the advantage in regard to fact and argument. 
They referred to the last treaty concluded with them, by 
which the Britis~ stood pledged never to covet any jIOI'tion 
of the territory or property of the Ameers,-but in vain. 
Nusseer Khan denied the letters which formed the ground 
for one of the charges, and called for their production; but 
this too waS vain-M1ey were with the Governor-General. 
He referre<\ to the ease with whish eeals are forged, and re
minded the commissionA- that be had himself called for the 
punisb~t of a person who had forged bis. TlJe c0m

missioner answ!fed f.1tat the handwriting had been identi
fied. The Ameer repeated'1lis disdlaimer of any knowledge 
of the letter, and demanded, "Why was not the paper 
shewn to me f" Ay, why? Does he obtain a satisfactory 

• Corr~DdeDce. pagel 534," Uf. 
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~wl'r ? Yea-if the following be satisfactory. .. These 
are points which it is not for me to discuse !" No, discus
sion WItS not the ol~ect, truth was not the object, right was 
Dot the object-4ut the wrenching fron;l the Ameers of 
power and territory. Even this might perhaps have been 
accomplished at once, but for a fulse move on the part of 
Sir C})arles Napier ~hich it was now too late to retract. 
This was the tn/atmeDt which Meer Roo~um had rE'Ct'ived. 
" Why was he deposed?" demanded the !AnJ\!ers, and the 
answer was, that he resig~ed of his own frt-'C will! What 
says "the 'poor old fool·· .. to this? "Dy the general's 
own direction I sou«ht refuge with Ali Morad (here 
he produced the letter directing Meer Roostum to 
place himself under Meer AJi Morad's protection, anrl 
to be guided by his advice), who pIlIced me under re
straint, and made use of my seal, anrl compelled me to do 
as he thought proper. lYould I resign my birthright of 
{Oy own free will ?"t Thus much we 'learn from the 
report of tilt, British commhsion~r-much InOTe we mig\)t 
know had we a report on the other side. This appears 
from his own statement-H Lest my memory &hould have 
failed me, I read the above to Captain Drown, who accom
panieJ me. He says it embraces every thing that was said 
on my part, but t,hat much which was said by the Ameers 
ill defenee of themsl lVf'8, and especiatfy on behalf of Meer 
Boostum K/~an, is omitted; that I c:ijd not co,lsider neces-
sary to enter more in detf.il."t • 

Why should more than' one sidti'be heard-~specially as 
tbe commissioner declined discllssion, and told the Ameers
"The question is whether or not .vou accept the new 
treaty?"§ 

OD the 9th Feb. they dicl accept the treaty, by allowing 

• See Correspondence. page 103. 
t Ibid. page 536. 

t Ibid. page 635. 
§ Ibid. poge 535. 
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their seals to be affixed to a written pledge to that effeqt. 
On the 1ftth, the majority personally applied their aeat.t8 
the treaty itself. On that day, lIiajor Outram thits wrote 
to Sir Gharles Napier :-" These fools .re in the utmost 
alarm in consequence of the continued progress of your 
troops towards Hydrabad, notwithstanding th~ aecept
ance of the treaty, which they hoped· would have caused 
you to stop. Iryou come beyond Halla·(if so far) they 
will be im~lled by their fears to assemble their rabble, 
with a view to defend themselves. and their families, in the 
idea that we are determined to destroy them, n~twithstand
ing their submission."· The event .ewed that theAmeers 
were not such "fools" as Major eutram thought them. 
Sir Charles Napier answeroo. "I shall march to Syudabad 
tomolTOW and nel« day to Halla, and attack every body of 
armed men I meet."t Major Outram, however, judged 
rightly as to the probability of resistance being offered, 
should the Brlti&h general continue to advance.. The 
scandalous wrong done to Meer Roostum was· working like 
leaven in the mind of the Beloochees, and the Ameers ex
pressed to the BritIsh commissioner their apprehensions 
that they should. not be able to control them. On t~e 15th, 
the British Residency was attacked, and on the 18th, Sir 
Charles Napier achieved the brilliant "ictoryof Meanee. 
It would be useless to pursue the subject further; the 
result is known; tha.Ameers became prisoners, and their 
territory thf prize of the Englilili, if th~t can be called 
prize which has hithert~been only a source of disesk to our 
brave t~ps, ,md a heavy burden on the Indian finances. 

Almost as I!scless.would it be to discuss the conduct of 
the Governor-General and~hib chbsen agent. The facta 

• Supplementary Correspondence relative to Sinde, pages 3~, 36. 
t IbId. page 40. 
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~ tor themselves. Yet one or two questions must be· 
uked. How far are the means by which Lord Ellen
borough pursued the conquest of Sinde consistent'with his 
vapouring declarlltions or desire tor peace? And how far 
is the annexation of Sinde to the British territory con
tistent with his position, that the Indus was one of the 
natural boundaries of India? 

Of the justicr~ of the entire proceeding not a word need 
be said. The rulers of Sinde had always blen suspicious 
of us; they seem to hl1ve had a presentiment that our 
alliance boded them no good. We forced our friendllhip
so called-upon thelll' We dragged from them one con
cession after another. ' We overrAn their country with our 
armies, and finally we took tbe greater part of their terri
torje~, and give the rest away. And- then we talk of 
treachery and iIl.feeling on their part. Could there be aDY 
other than ill-feeling? What says the Governor-General 
himself ?-" That they may have had hostile feelings there 
can be no doubt; it would be impossible to believe that they 
could entertain friendly feelings."· It certainly would
-we had injured them too deeply to confide in them-too 
deeply it seems to forgive them. 
Th~ cant about the misgovernment of the country under 

the Ameers, and the improvement whkh will attend our 
administration, IS altogether be"ide the question. Supposing 
it all true in point of fact, what then' Are we to go about 
in the spirit of knight-errantry to redress the grievances 
and avenge the wrongs of aU the ~ppressed people in the 
world ?-and if not, why is Sinde selected? We might find 
employment in this way nearer ~e. What think they 
who thus talk of sending an "rmy te Poland, to recover it 
from the yoke of the Emperor Nicholas? What say they 

• Supplementary Correopondence, page 1. 
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to an attempt fur delivering Austrian Italy from tbeforei@ 
Nle w:uler which it has been brought without the cousent :i 
its people ? ~ Ellenborough inferred that the·Ameen 
suft'ered no wrong in being dethroned, ~use" Foreigners 
in Sinde, they had only held their power by tbe sword, and 
by the sword they have lost it."· Why DOt appll tbill in 
Europe? Is it because its advocates lIate not, or UecaIi8l! 
their sympathiea are capricious-that ha~r8 of tyranny 
in Asia, es~iaUy when any thing is to be gained by 
putting it down, they care nothing for its existence in 
Europe? • 

And now that Europe has ,been ~entioned, let us see 
how the acquisition of Sinde was regarded at home. The 
House of Lords passed highJy complimentary rellOlutions, 
acknowledging the. services of Sir Charles Napier in the 
military operations, Ilnd those of the officers, non-commis· 
sioned officers, and privates, both European and Native, 
serving under him. The House of Commons passed similar 
resolutions. The Court of Directors and ~ East-India 
Company assembled in General Court, followed the ex
ample. But while the stream of laudation was thus /lowing 
from every quarter upon the general and his troops, how 
was it, that not" a single rill was directed to slale the 
Governor-General's buming thirst for fame? Do honour 
to tbe bands, and pass over the bead! This is not usual. 
Lord Ellenborough, i;lowever ill he might deserve the COIJl<o 

pliment .. was not passed over at tbe conclusion of the war 
in AfFghanfstan. He \'as thanted by Lords ana COlli-
mons-coMly tmough indeed, but still he was thanked
" for the ability and ~udgment with which the resources of 
the British Empire l¥'d tx:n applied by him," It baa 
been said, his lordship was entitJe.d to the pru of a good. 

• Supplementary CorrelOpondence, page 101. 
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Il,1)lUmissary, and the parliamentary resolution in his t'a:vout 
amounts to this. 'fo this extent too the Court of Directors 
and thl;> Proprietors of East-India stock. concarred in 
praising his lordship. But why are Lords and Commons, 
and Directors and Proprietors, alike silent with rt'gard to 

Sinde?, Above all, why are Lord Ellenborough's friends 
silent? Why do tTiey not challenge that, which never was 
withheld before under similar circumstanC'.!s ? Alas! alas! 
his lordship's reputation" dies," and his frie1\ds "make no 
sign." Bitter, most bjtter, must have been the duty 
imposed by Parliament upon his lordship of convey
ing to the army those thanks, in which he was not 
permitted to have evoo th~ Sln.:tl1t'Rt sharf'. 

Affghllnistan and SindI' fNrnish the field upon which 
Lord Ellenborough's reputation is '0 be establi.hed, 
if e~tablished it can be. On his policy in minor matters 
there is not room to dwell, but his conduct in regard to the 
Mahratta state, subject to the House ofSciIldia, is too extra
ordinary to be altogether passed over. In 1803, the British 
Government concluded a treaty of peace with Scindia. 
In 1804 thi~ measure wa~ followed t;p by the conclusion of 
a treaty of alliance and mutual defence. This was near the 
close ~f the administration of the Marqnis Wellesley. The 
Marquis Cornw~llis, who suctleeded to the administration 
of the government, disapproved of the latter treaty, which, 
ind~. had been virtually annulJPd hy t~ ('onduct of 
Scindia himself, who, after it was concluded, bad pursued a 
course~f 110stility again;t the Bl4tish Government, in coa
lition with another Mabratta chief, Holkar, haa held the 
ofli(,'ers and dependents of the British residency in durance, 
bad plundered their ct:mp, anti comt'nitted'many other acts 
of violence. A new defensive treaty of amity and alliance 
was concluded in 1805. By this treaty, the earlier of the 



111 

two treaties above referred to-the treaty of peace ofJ80S-..J 
was recognized, and every part of it not contravening the De;;' 
treaty ot: 1805 was declared to be binding. But lID notice 
was taken of the treaty of alliance and V\utual defence of 
]804; that was passed over, and was obviously regarded 
as defunct. In 1817, another treaty was concluded. the 
immediate object of which was theO suppressio: of the 
Pindarrie ~ters.. This treaty refer, to the treaty 
of peace-that "r 1808, and to the treaty of defence, 
amity, and alliance-that of 1805; and it is declared 
that the provisions of those two treaties,' so far as 
they were not affected by tr.e tr.aty of 1817, shall 
remain in full force. An engage'1leDt (not suffi~t1.Y 
important to be called a tjeaty) relating to the main
tenance of a bodyo of auxiliary horse, and their payment, 
wl,Is made in 18~O, and thus matters rested till the year 
1843, when ·JunkoJee Rao Scindia died. That chief left 
no son, but hi91 neare.t male relative, a boy about eight 
years of age, was adopted by the Ranee (the widow of the 
deceased prince), and raised to the throne. The years of 
the Ranee, however, 'dId not greatly outnumber those of 
her adopted son. She was under thirteen, and though this 
is a far riper age 'In A.ia than in Europe, it was obv'\oualy 
necessary to commit the government to some one better 
qualified by age, as well as sex, for its ·management. A 
regent was I;ICcording!y appointed under the immediate in
fluence of the British Government, but in the conflict of 
intrigues wll.ich prevail~d at <twalior, as at all. native 
courts, he-fell,·after retaining bis post only about three 
months-the authority which had set him up wanting re;oIu
tion to maintain hidf. Every thing done by Lord Ellen
borough was by fits, -and, :8 might have been expected, 
the cold fit was succeeded by a hot one. After a time, a 
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oriHtary force was asaemb)ed, and the Governor-General 
iWeompanied ita advance towards the river ChumbuL Here' 
biB lordship'. usual obatinate wrongheadedness continued to 
govern bim. He.. was desirouB of enforcing the conclusion 
of a new treaty, and in all probability he might have 
eft'ected bis object without bloodshed, could he have been 
contentO to postpone crossing the Chumbul, a measure 
repeatedly pfl!l!8ed upon him by the &itish Resident at 
Gwalior, but to no purpose. His lordship resolved to cross 
the river, and he did cross it. The ·result. as is known, 
was, that tl,e British arr:;y may almost be said to have been 
surprised by the ene'W, and though the Governor-General's 
object was attained, it was not without some very severe 
fighting. It seems as though Lord Ellenborough's evil 
gpniul waft always with him, and that 'fhenever he did any 
thing not wrong in itself; he was sure to make it wrong ,by 
some adventitious absurdity. Passing over thl! minor follies 
of the Gwalior expedition-the wooing " golden opinions," 
by the personal distribution of golden mohurs on the 
field of battle, after the fashion of the hero of a Minerva 
press romance-passing over this and other pretty senti
mentalities of the like nature-let us look at the ground 
taken for the proceedings in which these were interesting 
episodes. The interference of the British Government was 
rested on the" t~ty of Boorhampoor"-the treaty of 1804 
-which had never been acted upon, whicr in fact was a 
nullity from the beginning, and all reference to which had 
been !.Itudiously excluded frOID. the engagemen"ts subse
quently formed. Yet, upon this obsolete treaty, which 
for thirty years had been looked UPOII, and justly, as a 
deed letter-which wa~ a waste sheep-skin, Itlld nothing more, 
does Lord Ellenborough ground his policy;4!< and in the 

• See Proclamation, 20th Dec. 1843. 
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treaty concluded with Scindia on the 18th January, 18~. 
this said treaty of Boorhampoor, though it had been sub
stantially'disavowed by later engagements between tbe two 
states, is formally revived and declared' to be binding. 
Either Lord Ellenborough was ignorant of the state of the 
engagements existing between the Briti~h Govern~nt and 
Scindia, or, knowing them, he,' from mere wilfulness, re
called into active- existence and operationO a treaty lotlg' 
before consigtted to the worms, and by the revival of which 
110 good object couJd be attained, .though IiQwe .embarrass
ment might possibly result from it. Let Lord Ellen
borough's friends choose on whi$ hot-n his lordship shall 
be impaled. If they choose the 'litter, they will nave 
another task before them-tot'ecollcile Lord Ellenborough's 
disregard of treatietl in Sinde, w b enever they stood in his 
wa.y, with his. extreme reverence at Gwalior for every th!ng 
bearing the. name of a treaty, whether in force or not 
in force, obsolettl' or operative, dead or alive. 

We have now traced Lord Ellenborough 'through the 
more important acts oC his government. We have seen him 
quailing before the diffil'ulties which confronted him in 
Affghanistan, wee!<- after week, and month after mont~ call
ing on the generals to retire, leaving the prisoners to the 
tender mercies of the enemy, and the namfj\ of Great Britain 
to become a bye-word and a scow. We have seen him, when 
prevailed upOn, with ~eat difficulty, to suffer the officers 
commanding" to make an effort to overt these fearful results, 
meanly shaking off all rl<llponsibility, and like an anept in 
the scienC: of betting, making up his book so as to have a 
chance of winning sOlyething, while he should be secure, a,s 
he supposed, fr~m the .pDssi11lity of loss-so shuffling his 
cards, that whichever might happen to turn up, he should 
be safe. We have seen, that for the nnal triumph which 
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'~Ded she Brimh ann. in AW~, not OII~ jot of 
pl'IIile ill due to bit lor&!mp, except ., mUM at may be 
tlmmed fur affording the means, a quantum meted out both 
by Parliament lltid the East-India Company with a stinted 
precision, which plil.Cetl the honour on an equality with the 
l'Ioted (('ambridge distinction ~f the" wooden spoon." We 
'have seen hie mad proclaination about the gates of SOOl
tJauth, and have glanced at the frightful Jonsequenees which 
might have followed this frenzied ebullitiOn ~f vanity and 
fOlly. We lJa:ve given a pt..ssing notice to (he iICIlrce1y less fool
ilIh pl'oclamation in whicb he reviled the policy of his pred&
e!!Sl!OT; declared the 'ind us one of the natural boundaries oT 
Bntish India, and,d he .had before done in England, pro· 
llOunc"d peau to be the main, object of his administration. 
We hue observed how this limitation' and this boast were 
illustrated by his lordship's conduct in reg~rd to Sinde. 
We have seen him theN! intent not on peace but on con
quest. We have followed him through th~ various steps of 
hie aggressive policy, till we have found the reputation of 
the British nation for honour and good faith tarnished as 
deeply as would have been the military character of our 
1l0untry had tbe dictates of his lordshir's judgment been 
1l1lowed free scope in Affghanistan. We have seen him 
I!ometimes ordering, soml'times sanctioning and confirming 
by his aftl'r approbation, a series of measures utterly unjust 
in them~lves, and calculated to render the British Govern
_t an object of hat1'edt\nd suspicion to every natIve stat"l' 
'throug'bout the East. Who shilll trust .t() a ;British al~ 
Hance while the memory of Sindl' and Lord Ellenborough's 
policy therP endures? Whl'n that g/;'t'ftt ~an, whose glory 
wm be ro future ages the la~mark.bf our time-when the 
Duke of Wellington, then Sir Arthur Well~ley, during 
his distinguished service il\ India, was remonstrating againllt 
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what he conceived tQ be an undll~ e~tellaioD of p • 
dele in a treaty which he had con.clud~ with ~ 
dia, he' aaid, "I WOULD S/lCIlIII'10m: Gw.ALibJl, 0" 

Jl:Vl!;lIoY £RONTJIt" OJ!' I NDi., Tll.lI '1:11411:8 OV,,,, '11 
OIU)B1t TO l'Ri:SE~VE OUII. CREJIlT FOR SCII.Ul'IJLOU_ GQOD 

i',.. tTH." Shortly lliterwards he uks: "What m<lllgilt me 
thJ'Ough many difficulties in' tht! W/l.r ;nd ti¥! ~gotiatiOQl 
for peace? THt BllITIIlH GOOD :W41TJI, All'» 1010~U;~ 

ItLSE."* Ax!d \there is that faith now P WnlCked ()IJ tile 
sands of Sinde, by the reckleespps of the man tQ w~ 
keeping it was intrusted. Lord Ellenbol'Q~gh eeem .. 
indeed, to lay claim to some fprbearance because he had 
no very definite instructions for .hil'''gliidance ; t bl,lt • did 
he want instructions til ind.ce him to act with CQIllmOR 
justice and honou_ ? Was gooq faith in his eyes a thillg 
to. be maintained or not, according to circumstances, with 
reference t'o. 'which he was to look for instructions? In
structions to o~serve good faith I ! When a travliller, 
reputed to be an honest, respectable man, is &bout to pro
ceed on a journey, w~uld anyone deem it necessary to say 
to him, "Now, mind how you conduct yourself; do not 
pick a fellow-pas~nger's pocket in the railway earriag.e, nor 
knock down and plunder any solitary traveller that you 
may meet in an evening walk." On matlfrs of policy. hit 
lordship might look for instructions-on matters w~ 
plain honest, was a. sufficient guide, he surely might 
be expected. to be "a law u~to himself." We have 
seen that howt'ver rea.w:>nable this expectation, "it was 
not fulfilfed-but that pusillanimity inconceivable in an 
English nobleman in regard to Affghanistan- was lIWl

ceeded by a cO~l'se :f.tyr~y and' oppression' iQ SiU~t 
• Letter to Major Malcolm, 17th Marcb, ISO. (WellingtoD De

.patches, F2itioo 1837, vol. iii. page li8). 
t s.... Supp1elllentary COJ'I'Hpondence,· P"ge 100. 

I ! 
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from which the unsophisticated mind of an English 
labourer would recoil. Lastly, we have seen that even in 
a very o~dinary matter. that pC dealing with the aWairs of 
Scindia, his lordsh"ip manifested so lamentable a degree of 
incompetency as evinced him to be utterly unfitted for 
the hig!> office whic,h he so ~nworthily filled. Here, as 
in Sinde, he had recourse to violence, when every object 
which he could lawfully seek might have been attained 
by skilful negotiation. Incompetency to an e'xtent almost 
inconceivable-desponden~y under difficulties-braggadocio 
swaggering when there are' none-cowering fear when danger 
seems to threaten-recftdess. disregard of justice and good 
faIth when the feeb:e are. to be coerced-indiscretion ex
treme and uncontrollable, with scarcely a lucid interval
indiscretion absociated wit~, but not constrained by, a con
siderable portion of that low and unstatesmal\like quality, 
cunning-indiRcretion so monstrous, that men lift up their 
hands in astonishment at its manifestations, and wonder 
whether he ;'ho has perpetrated such things can be in his 
right mind-these are the qualificat;on~ of Lord ElIen
borough for the office of Governor-General of India, as 
develf'ped throughout the period during which he abused 
that most important office, and they are crowned by arro
gance so unboun-ied that it would be ludicrous even in a 
Cresar or a Napoleon. Lord Ellenborough was recalled; 
shall we ask why? The only que.jon will be, how was 
it that this step was not taken earlier ~ '1.'0 this 
only a conjectural answer can oJe given. We may as
cribe something to the forbearance of the Court of Direc
tors, founued on a hope that their wild and wandering 
Governor-General might settle dOI-n into a state of mind 
better befitting his position-somet~ing to tbe fact tbat the 
more important political correspondence is known in the 
first instance to those Directors only who form the Secret 
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Committee, and that they are under the obligation of an 
oath of secrecy-something to the desire of the Court ~ot 
to embarrass her Majesty's Government. But at, least no 
one can fairly say that the step was t4en too soon. The 
evidenc~ before the public is amply, and' more than amply, 
sufficient to justify it; there may be much more of which 
the public are ignorant; there.may e.en be reaso~s for the 
recall of which ,hey have no suspicion. :Vut whether there 
be or not, Vie Court of Directors stand acquitted o(having 
exercised. their power capriciously or unjustly. Nor in the 
absence of all evldene.e ought it:to be conclutted that they 
exercised it violently or sudd~ly .• Weare not to suppose 
that the Court met one day; an<l, p:ssed a resolution of 
recall without any previous, not~ce to her Majesty's minis
ters of their feelin,g towards the Governor-General. We are 
!n perfect ignorance as to the fact in this respect; but as the 
Court oJ: .f>irectors are, and always have been1 cautious, 
almost to ~ faAlllt, we cannot believe that on so important an 
occasion they cast aoide tlus their peculiar characteristic. 

Lord Ellenborough was recalled, and the last scene of 
his varied performa'tlCes was equal to any that preceded it. 
Some military officers belonging, it is understood, to both 
services-the Queen's and the Company's-thougftt tit to 
soothe his lord.hip's wounded feelings by inviting him to 
an entertainment given in his honour. What view military 
men may sake of this step we know not; but it is yet 
with\n the memory ·of livJng men, how civilians regarded 
the d'esigft or some officers ~ the army to ei:pr~ss an 
opinion· favourable to 'their commander-in-chief, when his 
conduct had been subjected t~ accusation., What said 
the late Mr. Whit~read? He sajd-" Sir, general officers 
ought to know that they'owe obedience to the state, and 
that they have no,more right to assume the functions of a 
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dtliherative body than the ptiotatell-oC the artlly or navy"'· 
The Secretary-at-War, who wa'S ooonected with the proceed
iDgs of ~he 01llcers, tame forward anxiously to declare that 

thdtIe proceedings ." had no merence whatever to. the cir
cumatancea of the present moment, or to what was now 
pruing in that hOUfle."t Mt'. Canning, a cabinet minister; 
spoke ~ directly to the point, admitting that the pr0-

ceeding of the ot1cers "could not be app:-oved of,"t and 
that it was calculated to injure the illustrioUli individual 
whom it was intt'ndOO to serve. On a subsequent dav, the 

IUbject was Itgain adverteci to, and Mr. Canning, r~ting 
hi. fonner expression _of disapprobation, added that "if 
there. did exist an attfmpt' 011 the. part of any military 
oitieers to protect th; Duk~ of ,York against the House of 
Commons, a more culpable idea nevet entfred into the head 

of matl.."§ No one ventured to defend the medItated pro~ 
eeedinga. Ministerialists and oppositionists urliwd in the 
opiNon that it was most improper. Apply.this universal 
judpmt of the House of Commons to the conduct of the 
tJ8i.oen at Calcutta. The two cases are not precisely pataUel, 

but the points of difference tell agamst'the Indian admirers 
of the disconsolate Governor-General The Duke of Yark 
wai hirilse)f a soldier-Lord Ellooborougli is none. The 
Dulre of Yark's conduct was U'tJder inquiry by the House 

of Cmnmons; the ~onduct of Lord Etlenborough had been 
iuquired into by the Coort of Directors, and C()I!Idemned in 
8 ~er the most fonnal, auth('lritative, and severe .• The 

04fi~ who proposed to bear testimpny to the ~rit~ of the 
Duke of York were not servants of the House 'of Com
.1IIlS; they ,were bound t~ respect both Houses of Pariia-

• 1tan.w', Debllee, vol. "xiII. page 700. , 
't a.amci, vol. xiii. page 7117. S HaDlard, '" ,upra. 
\ H...-rd, ..,l.ltlii. p.re'144. 
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mt'ftt, but they wet'e M'onts of the CI'mIra. ..A .. 
portion of th08e who rushed forward tQ oondoIe 'With Lora 
EIlenbomugb are directly and immedia~ly Ben'aotIt &f the 
Court of Directors, and all were acting uoper a Gove~ 
which denvesits authority from that Court. 

Of the conduct of Lord Ellenborough's hoIliI, ~, 
'ld military men judge; but JV~,.w, be..w ~ that of 
his lordship in aq:epting the ifa¥itation? X. hia appetite for 
Battery $0 iJ:&Ord,inate that he can~ Jeltra\. it eVeD \lacier 
circuIDllttWXlS where a regard for others, if not • regard fer 
his own dignity and con&istencytrntgbt have ~ expected 
to induce him to forbear? So it ,q,pears; for, ~ of 
the emoorrassmt'nt which he n1ight -possibly ocCasio~ to 
those whose cheers he was bes-giDk, b's 'tordabip, IItill writb
i~ under the pUirishmt'nt wlaieh bad just descended upcK1 
him, sought, amidst blazing lighU, and smokinKcHabes, and 
flowing" WiIWS, and prolonged hurras, to asS1MDe an im
potent- air Of qefiance towards the authority wbose jvtt 
displeasure he had incurred. And there hisJorlWlip })II

negyrized the army, as if the army <'If India needed au,. 
praise from him; "l-shall soon he far from YO!.l," said his 
lordship-according to the Indian New., 4th October, 1s.4 
-" I shan soon he far from you, but my heart remaillk with 
the army, and wherever I may be and as long as I live I 
shall be its friend" -S5 if it could be orthe sl.igatest_
sequence whl!therbe were its friend or its enemy. He did 

not me~tion that he left part. of the army in a state of mll
tiny-tlittcrfrne having its origUfin Ris mealllllllS. • .As his 
lurdship M some~hat giv)n to the BePtimental, W'C .ust ·BOt 
criticise the declaration that Iris 1ieart t"eIDIIined w4ch tAle 
army-but why '1idf the arJlIy alo'lt' r ooould ~ not .
one morsel of senti1nerl't for Itthe I1Idian lIlillioh& wIlObl he, 
bad heen sent to gtW~rh. aDd W'ho were IIO'If t4l11J11e.m..-
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or did I)e think that they would beneflt by the change? 
Then his lordship talked, it seems, of" two years of 
victorie~ without .. single check,"-so says the report, but 

\ 
surely It cannot qe correct; -where would have been part of 
those victories, if his lordship had not for once given up his 
own judgment to that of others? "Two years of' victori~ 
withouC a single chock," he.,stys. He forgets-not withoul a 
single check; there was a chkk to the carFtT of the a~mie8 in 
.A:ffghanistan gfven at. the outset, and by,his.,lordship him
self-something like what Malthus calls "a. preventive 
check;" it, was happitY' "removed, and then began the 
course of victory of whidh his lordship boasts, as if all were 
owing to' him. But "the e" hibition made by his lordship is . .. " so truly lamentabfe, thal. pity takes place of indignation 
in contemplating it. He haa lost one'of the highest and 
most honourable posts to which a British subject can aspire, 
but he pad the satisfaction of being for one ev,eniilg again 
a lion, of walking lip a flight of steps bedi:zened with lamps 
and laurels /.0 partake of a dinner "here he was the" ob
served of all observers," of seeing a trl!nsparency represent
ing a besieged town, and of readll~ the softly soothing 
sentence-H Ellenborough, farewell!" and let us hope that 
for ti-ree hours he was happy. 

Yet, even for the sake of such a dinner, and ~uch a trans.
parency, and such an inscription, and such cheers, it is not 
to he imagined that any future Governor-General will follow 
the example of Lord EUenborough. His name wjll be-a 
belll<On., suggestive of danter. Should any ofhihuecessors be 
Uliely tp fall into errors like his, the recoliection oo{ his fate 
may give. timely warnhig to eschew them. In this respect, 
thl>ugh ra~y exercised, the' power .,f J;eoall by the Court 
of Directol1i is a most valuatole ~urity for the good go
vernment of India. The Court art I!ever likely to exercise 



ltt 

.it without very sufBcient cause; their discretion aCId ItlOdt 
ration have been shewn by the infrequency.with which they 
have resOrted to it, as have their firmn~s and soutail judg
ment, by not shrinking from it~ use wb€niu~tly caJled for. 

As for the idle babble about depriving the Court o£ this 
'pgwer, it is not worth a moment's notice. The" ido of 
commll:iing a power of any ~ifd to an; person or number 
of persons, and fhen upon the first ~ of its being 
exercised tufnink round in great astonishment and' ~t 
wrath, aner depriv!ng them of i~ i~ too ludicrous for dil
cussion; it can provoke nothing but laughdlr. To say 
that it is anomalous that the. COllit should po.ssess this 
power, is nothing-the entire ~ve"'ntent of India is.ano
malous according to the tl(j.ions of scholastic legislators. 
No philosopher i;.hi8 closet would ever have framed such 
a.plan ~f government as.that to ~hkh India is:subject, and 
under. wMQh it 'flrospers. It has grown up U'hder the 
pressure of eirt\imstanees, hke that of Great Britain, afld 
tbough widely different in construction, i,s0 equally ~ell 
adapt~d to answer'its purpose. The value of a form of - . govern\ient is to be determined with reference not to 
symmetrical proportion, but to practical utility. If the 
Court of Direct~rs are fit to appoint a Governor.~eneral, 
surely they are fit to decide upDn his ':,emoval. The two 
powers seem in common sense to go together. The right' 
of choobing"an agent.involves the right of dismissing him 

"when ~e cegses to give sati.action to his principal. 
But ihere'is.another I{onsid~r:tion. Under thet Jf~ 8rd 

• and 4th'Wilfiam IV., cap. 85, t~e members of -the East
India COll\Pany gave up a vast amount of n/operty, and 
suffered anot~el" ~r,ion teO remaill a't interest, chargeable 
on the revenues of India, ·on certain conditfontl. One of 
these conditions i~ ihat ~hey shall retain, through their 
representatJ.ve'!, the Court of ~ectors, the ~ministration 
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of" go'fernment of Illdia. Tile ~ in which tbe flO
~t is to pe carried on i, laid down in the Act by 
which tht refpective rights of the various partif/5 idterested 
are defined, ~ tJte limitatiOna under which they are to be 
exeroised preacribed. Among the righta expressly recog

nized all .appertaining to the Court of Directors, is that lif 
recalling any Gover8or-Ge-1'at, or other officer iR~India 
(except appoin~ by the Crown), and tillis right is to be 
exerej8ed without oontrol of any kind, Ht!re III a most im
pGttant security for th~ .\!roprietors of ,East-India stock. 
The safety cff their divid@ds is involved in the prosperity 
of India,.and the pelflanence of its connection with thi!! 
,"'Ountry. They cl~t~he;er5ODs through whom the go
vernment of India is carried <fI, aud those elected are en
dowed with very large po~ers, among t~ most important 
of which is ',the right of removing any public 8er~an\, in 
India, fl".>m the Governor-General dowr warJ~.·' This is 
thl' chief, the most efficient-the only etKcient ~rity 
whiCh the Irttlian stockholder enjoys. So long liS it is 
pos&eI!IM!d, the instructions of his represe'ltativt'S, the Court 
of Directors, cannot be set at nought ~'th impunity. " 

And does anyone talk of taking this . power away? 
What, • get possession of people's property' under a solemn 
agr«>ment that thel shall !;ave a certain security, and then 
'tear the security from them! Their dividends indeed may 
still be secured nominally upon the r",venues of India, but 
their control uver India tbrouWI those who rep'resel)- them 
is 'I'i~J at an end whet! you de}?rive the. ~urf of Di· 
noetors of~the power of Rutting a stop to mi8go~ernment 
in that cou~y. and substantially the security it void. 

~ . .. . 
.. Yo" take my b_ wbe"'yoa ~ take 'the prop 

Tb:t doth OU8WD my ho: .... " 

What 1iOUld be aid of a ~g&80~ rho, after agreeing 
thllt the m'a~ent of l.be mor't2alted etJta~ abould be 
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ftited 1Il eertaiD f1enons to be JWped by the ~ 
abould seek to get rid of the obligation, .~d at the ... 
time to-keep _ money ? Tile legislQwi indeei.OI&Y , 

thi&-that is, they have the physical POW of Opiug it, • 
they have 'Of dUibg many 'Other thmgs. wSich nG one ill hi! 
wildest imagining~ ever SUP~ J.hey 'Iftll~ 'They mllJ 
3epA.,. the great Captain. ,our twuntry of &e ~ 
bestoWed. on biIlb by a natlGn' gratitwl~, and consign 'hi 
hDnoured. age to.penury. They m~y apply thIe.spob.Flo f( 
the natiopal debt-bura the bOoks, and shut up tM.: 
part of the Bank of Englad~ °deVGtei Wits m~ 
ment. They may-all the es~ of the realm conclll'rinti 
-abolIsh the two HGuses of p_iLment, ana coqveI1 

,\" ~ . 
the Government into a des!lhC 'lIIonarchy; 'Or, the CroWIl .. 
consenting, they may estab Ish a republIc. Any of thetl! 
tpi!lgs they mag ~o-bJlt no otle expects thllt they will. 
Neither \'IolIVheX take away that power which'is .. security 
at .ov,ee to the Fropnetqrs of East-IndIa stock for their p~ 
perty, tD the people 'Of IndIa for good goverpment, and. to 

1 
those 'bf "England for the safety of England's noblest de-

jlenden'iJ'. We are"lOt mquiring what a repudIating legis
lature might dD, but what the legislature of the UnIted 
Kmgdom 'Of Cfreat Brltam and Ireland will do; and of this 

• much we may rest assured-th~ having deliberately made 
a iJOlemn compac~ they wul keep it. 


