




India, Past and Present 
By Lady Bens!n 

(h,t' oj'17 ,lfYlfl oj kdltYCS to be read In Ille I'V,IIl's Of lilt' 
.VatlO1!allndlall AssooaltOl1, Af(l'{ra~ 

:This IS one- of the .. Lectllrt.'s for 1nc1\8.0 I-.ladiC'''I 
whic'h I hope i'l going to be /1, Vf'ry 1Oter(,flnng 
s('nes. 

'l'hp objE-(·t bpforf> U'I 18 tf) arOll'll' in IndIan ladie'l 
a thirst f\)f !mowlf'dge; 9 keen df'sirp to iw well 
(·dncated. and t.o be fitted to tah their sharo 10 the 
aff!lirs of 11£1', 

SJt'~lIhramani3 Iyer, in tlon u.ddre'>" dehvered SIX 

1 earq I~g(), <,ll.ld he beheved lt1 th,' future, bE' 
"belipveCl III IOnllmerable eiv)/iza.tionF. to cOIne" 

He echoed the word" of our Englt~~ poet 1.'ennyson 
who wrote 

If twonty mllllollS of summer 
A'r:"stoled In the sunlight still, 
Wa are fIn from the noon of milo 
'I'here IS time for the race to grOfl. 

But, at the same time, Sir Subra.lUtlUl(~ I!f>f 
e:b01·ted iOU to make tb\ most of the prese/lt, to 
be up and doing, and to educa.te India.n womeD. 
"Indian women," he sa.id .. ba.v~ to ,he edllca.ted .. 
He asks you, " How can India.n women hew'fit by 
the hIgb Ideals of India.n- womanhood pras(lUted 



in India'" epic poems, if they hav~ no educatiun, no 
intellectual work to do~ nothing to earn, and are 
~imply moth Pl'" ?" I wish the~,;;e words "Indian 
women have to be educated" coulil be written over 
the door post of every well-to-do rndian home. 

Throughout tHis address, 1 shall try to quote to 
h -. you as muc as POAslble fro111 the words of Indian 

men,' so that you shall nnt fel'1 that you are being 
lectured t~ on Western lines by an Engli'lh lady, 
and wherever that is nor pos<nble the word, 
addressed to you will be equally rtpplicttbltl to mt't ab 
to you, as members together, J'~ast and 'Vest, ')f the 
great British Empire. 

'I'here i., not much effort reqUlced to interest 
Indian ladJes 10 the first half of thi'l address" India 
Past." You arp. well read in YOIU beautIful epic 
poelb<;, the" Mahabharatl1 " anu thf' "Haulli.yana ., 
These depict for you beautiful de"cl'iptinn~ ot ·citie:;; 
and palaces, of kings and nobles. heroe.., and hero
ines, of wealthy citizens, ana good \vomen and brave 
men. It is we41 for the people of India to rf'ad and 
be familmr with this beautiful poetry. Trw danger 
to you and others lies in forgetting -Ulat the'>e Ilre 
poetical del>criptions, not histol'lcal facts; that lUl1ch 
th'at is deF:cribed in them is the lofty erc'l1t1(1n of a 
poetical mind, or minds, and i., not ,Llto~etl1er a 
record ;)f actual factR. 

It is when you believe in tbe eXistence of a 
former " Univer~al Hindu I~mpire" and believe. the 
statf'mentR, drawn from these poetical .descriptions. 
that your country wa: better governed in the old 
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days than now, jtatements -calculated to arouse a. 
spirit of discontent a.nd unltappinesb in the minds 
of yourselves, and of your sons and daughters, then 
it is that it is be;,ter for us both to study the ques
tion seriously. 

V{ e mUot turn from poetry to actual facts. We 
want actual facts; nothing else ~s of any value. 

Remember the 5laying of SIr Madhava How: 
Wha.tever is not True ie not l'a.tnollC • 

If India was better off in the old days, the Enf;lish 
ou@t to know about it, and learn about it: if it was 
not better off, is it not time for Indians to learn the 
real trnth? 

Indians talk and write of a past golden age when 
all India was governed by one Emperor, native 
born; they taIls; of the grand days of Hama, of 
Asoka, of Vikramarlitya and others. They think 
that !Lxil)ion nnder native rule wa" hghter and fes! 
harassing than at present. They think there were 
no famllles, or fewer famines, than at present; that 
there was no plague; in ftlict that from the Hindu
Kush to Ceylon the country was ruled by magnificent 
monarchs of supreme power and dignity, the like of 
whom the wor1d ha.s never seen, under whose benig
naut and enlightened government, flourished aU the 
arts and sciences; that the people were m~e fret!, 
ana.. that there was little or no oppr~ssion of 9he 
people by corrupt ofticials. Indeed, one educattld 
Indubll argued from the poetical pages of the 
"Mahabham~Il" that in ancient rndia there must 
h,we been I, cne gmnd Imptlrial constitution" all 
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over the land, with the chief forrui~g the responsihle 
Council of the Sovereign! All thiR if: a very pretty 
fan..:y, no doubt, but it is snnply untrue. Apart, 
from the facts of Indian history, think fOl' a moment 
how imposaible in practise liuch a conccptioR IS. 

How would it bE! possible for [j, Hovereign in Houth 
India., to tl'avel mtll'ely in ordt'r 1,0 att.end a Council 
:,t Ayodbya., all the length of India and bd.ck to hIs 
own counlry, a.t a time w 11en thpl'e were no roads, 
or those III eXIstencE' were mere track'l, and where 
he would, owmg to thE' eountl'y being mfested J¥ith 
gangs of robbers, lln. ve had to 1,3,1\(' a.n n,rm y, with I ti'> 
nf:'cessary tranbporc, for his proLection '? A con pIe of 
yea.rs' aboonce would have been neCec,Kary. ,'b('ro 
is no record or admibsion by Chola or PrmdiY,1 
Sovereigns Chat they \\H(' vu,ssp.IR of Ayndhya. 
Think of the impossibility of an Imperial Council, 
when there W}\A no ODt, In,ngnage underst..)oaeby .til 
the people. 

Lct us teach thE' fal Ls of history to the younger 
generation and thus secure that a just historical com
pa.rison, based on truth :lnd not on misunderstand
ing, may become possible for tlle rising gent>rntion . 

. , Tha tiniest bits of opinion sown in the minds of, 
children in private life n,ft,erwards issue forth to the 
world and become public opinion; for na.tions nre 
gathered out of nurseries, and they who holrlt the 
leaning Rtrmgs of children may even" eXE'rcise a 
greater power than thORP who hold the reins of 
government." tf you teach your children what is 
Dot true, you are not pa.triotic. 
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'rhe very nam() [ndi(", is.f1 growth of iitWt' more 
than a centnry. }'orlllerly Eur opoans spoke of 
Hmdnstan. hnt, "H11I(lnstA.n" did not mean India 
ftny more than Hanover means the present German 
Empire. The races were j ost as dIstinct, the 
languages jllst as vatiou:, as the laces and language" 
of Europe. This snbject wu<; well-treat.ed by Mr. 
Hobert Sewell, I.e.s., in a leetun' called ., India. • 
before the Engli"h," from which I have gleaned the 
following details and alsl) by the Hpv. John M nrdocb 
in ~ndia, pa'lt and present." 

The pxact age of the great Rpic P()cm~ IF; not yet. 
deti.r..itely declde<1. If they teach us anything at an 
historic,lJ, tht>y prove nothing but the exi<;tf'ncl' of 
constant war<; of dynasties and race'! throughout 
thf> length and brfadth of the Continent. Accor<1mg 
to the" Hamayana " (book IV) there were ]4 sopa,-.' .. rate racee; inhabitmg tho South oi the Tllngabhadro. 
alone. In tht' "Mahabharata" we find two branche~' 
of the local reigning family fighting savagely tor the 
territory of Ha'>tinapura. Six different klDgdomH 
are spoken of as existing in one tract of the Ganges. 
1Vhen the PAndavas left Hastioapura, a very short 
<listance brought them to the c(,llotrie'l subject tl) 

aboriginal chiefs called RU'lhasa'l (or demons). 
Ayodhya was only as far sonth-ea.% a.s Allahabad. 
Arjtfna's exjle leads us to more independent Ie·iny
dams, the Naga.!1 and Manipora. 
T~e Hindu poems, grand and bea,.utifuI a.s !lome of 

them' a.re, ~ubt oot be relied on for historical accu-. . 
ra.cy allY more tha.n even Homer's Ilhad and Odyssey, 
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In Hindu poems, claJms to Universal Monarchy 
8il'e made on behalf of their chiefi.,pn very insufficient 
grounds. 

They give rein to poetic license and creative 
ima.ginatIOn and oriental exaggeration. 

Here is a.n examIije: In a fine !1piriLed chronicle 
of some chiefs in the Dekka.n, descriptions are given 
of their vic.tories and conquests. Their armies were 
as the sand of the sea, their cities built of precIous 
stones, their streets paved with gold; the people 
alwa.ys dressed in silks and satins. The Kinh~~m 
was the M80ha.rajahdhiraja Chakravarte-or U niversa.I 
Empire of all India. When the :Raja. moved to bat~le, 
the sun was darkened with the fhght of his arrows, 
the tread of his elephants shook the earth to its 
fOllndations, so that even Indra trembled on his 
throne in heaven. And all this was wrltteq about 
a. small princeling, who own~d 80 little tfcr;it~ry on 
the Krishna river, about 150 miles square, and never 
left it, and knew nothing beyond it ! 

When Alexander invaded India. in B C. :327, he 
found no lord paramount in Upper India. The 
Punjab was und~r separate kings, all fighting with 
each other. Megasthenes, a Greek tra.veller, (about 
13', C. 300) .states that there were 118 nations 
in India, and mentions none of these as subordinate 
to Cbandragupta. There was therefore no II Un~er
sal Hil'ldu Empire" at th80t time, and for 600 year$ 
a. large part of ~ orth IndiA. la.y under foreign Qomi
nb.tion; Greeks succe~ding to Persia.ns, and Ta.rta.rs 
to Greeks. 
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After this we iome t,o A.8oka, B. G. 250, and a.s 
it is on his behalf we heat ciaims put forward of 
universal rule, we must look with a little more 
attention to the history of his times. He succeeded 
to Chandragapta and Bimhasara. In his later life 
he became converted to Buddhism, and Rpread hiH 
doctrine far and wide over Ind'!a. .But he did not 
rule over the countrieH where he spread his creed. 
any more than the English filled over -Chin I), and 
Japan, though we have many agents in both 
c01.Wtries Bpreaciing onr religion there. In Asoka's 
13th edict, he mentions bis conquest of Kalinga. 
nnmediately to the Srmth of Bengal, and his resol?,c 
to make no further conquests. In that war he 
declared that 150,OOc) souls were carried off as 
prisoners or slaves. 100,000 were slain, and many 
times th&t number died. He deeply repented all 
this ~rr'j~c slanghler and Buffering, nnd never again 
ltttempted a war of conquest. In this edict he 
distinctly states tha.t his claim t.o any supremacy 
in India was a purely religiouR one. He expt'essly 
mentioDs ,. natlOD>- nod princes that are his 
neighbours," he mentions a. numbet· of separate 

'nations, over whom he claims no Sovereign right.s· 
He sent missionaries as far South as North Mysore. 
He obtained permission of neighbotlring kin~s 

to fnscribE> his edicts OB rocks in their territory. It 
is thus shown that Asoka held no "Universal 
Empire" snd tha.t India. in his timp" as befor~. con
sisted of a. large number of dist;nct na.tionalities, 
tribes and kingdoms. Vikrhmaditya is Roother for 



8 INDIA, FAST AND PRESENT 

whom" Universal Empire" is claimed. Frolll the 
~tlldy of old inscriptidtts, it se;ms that what 
is called the .' Vikrama Em," w,tloS not deflmtely 
foundeil by a king ca.lled Vikramaditya. There was 
a king of that name of the Western Chalukya'i. 
V~kramaditya I., B. C. 57, was a SUCCP"lsful warrior, 
and patron of lea.rni~, bot nothlDg could he further 
from the truth than to suppose that hp pretf:nded to 
.. Universal. Empire" in IndIa. Tbf'rf' lUI-' only 
three inscriptions known, whICh are l'xpre,,'.ly rp
ferred to the" Vikrama. Era." The trl1CL wher~jt 
is first found in use is Eastern Hrtjputana. Only In 

A. D. 992, that IS 170 years aftfr the tUlle of Vlkra
maditya I, is a KlDg Vikrama spoken of, and \l1i8 
mention is m a poem. The most probable th~(lfy 
yet a,dvanc('d as to the origin of the name 1'1 t.hat 
"Vikrama·Ktlla" means poetIcally war tnne, actIOn 
time, otht'rWI'le, heroism, prowess. Lung ye'l~ !!.iter
wardR the people connected tpe name with the name 
of a King Vikrama whom they sUPP0'led to have 
lived at that time. 

Later on, they associated the celebrated King 
Vikramaditya with this epoch, being ignorant of his 
real date, and so t,be usage arORe and becamf' stereo
typed. The name Vikramaditya is lIo "title mea.ning 
the very Sun or Sonrce ot' Powtlr and It hI!." been 
given to sevpral kings in India.n Billtory." (; 

About 500 Y"IUB after the Christian Era, we hear 
of a. very powerful Sovereign, King Saladitya of 
Kan.au.}. Be seel.nl!l to ha.ve beld the whole of ·the 
North, hut the North only. His attempt at oon-
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quest, South of tbe Nerbudda., fa.iled entirely. Only 
in the f'xtrelUl' ·South doe we find ancient Aryan 
sovereignties It''lUaining undisturbed by foreign inva
sion. The!! /c'er6 at perpetual warfare amo11g them-
3elves. ThesE' were the Cholas, Pallava'!, Pand,yas, 
Keralas, Chera." etc. Tbey held the 80uth of India 
below the Dekh,\ll. So much f<9r the South. Let u ... 
turn to the Xortih. If perpetual st"rife and warfar(" 
between JJClghlYJnring pdnces had been-the rulE' in 
the South, It wa~ jllst th3 sallle in the :"l'orth. Rac" 
fejJ.IJefore 1'.1(;<2, llt.lttlOn before nation. l,ntil the whole 
c.f that country fell nnder the sway of the IQvlldinl.-: 
Mab0111tdull'i. j lelhi wa.s captured A. D. 119.1. Early 
in the l.t-th century, thel Mahomedan" 'nyept, tbf' 
Dekhan, (,Ol;'} lCred tbe Kings of Devagm and Oran
gal, and fOlllHi.·f1 a dynasty independent of Delhi, 
called the Habmani. In 1565, the Bahmanl" cru"hed 
for \ltIet .he la"t ~relLt Hindu Kingd'Jw of the SOllth, 
that of Vlj1YI.nagar, which bad, in if" tllm dehtroy
ed all the o]<1"r Hindu Dynasties. Now for the first 
time in histl)ry We come to 110 period when India msy 
possibly be ... a,HI to have faIren under ODe rule. But 
this was not so in reality. The Mahomedan (·bief., 
tlstablisbed a "ucceSSlOn of separate sovereign ties, 
{lach one warrlDg against the other, a.nd all against 
their own ovprlord. The domination also was "11 
alien, not a. Hindu domination. We see, then, tbat 
the idea. of aTl ancient and Universa.l Hindu Empire j" 
founded on pv.tJtic~1 fancy rather than historic fact. 

I can quite fa.ncy India.n ladie. asking " How il; 
it that, the e:\.aggerated and-erroneous idea arose 



10' INDIA, PAST AND PRESENT 

There are several reasons for it. Flom the earliest 
times the Hindus have be'en wanting in the hIstoric 
faculty, unac('ustomed to retros~ts. They have 
very few ancient chronicles of contemporaneous 
events of any historical valu€'. They have no auto
biographies, no historical novels to guioe them as 
to the condition of "their country 10 past days. 
Even on inscriptions, the faculty of falthful hIstory 
writing has' from the earliest ages been conspi
cuous by its absence in India. Tho Hindus of 
all ages appear to bave cared little f()r the eve..t.s 
of days beyond the limit of their own personal 
knowledge. The very word history has no corres
ponding . Indian expression. The Mahomedans in
deed have left valuable records of their times, sucll 
as the history of Ferishta. and ·nany oLhers, but tlH' 
Hindus have left no snch records. They think such 
records useless. When a thing is done, it is ~~e,·and 
there is no need to write a bopk about it. Hence 
legends have arIsen easily, and there has boon no 
authentic history whereby to hold in check the 
credulity of the people, or to test the accuracy of the 
statements made. The old Hindu inscriptions over 
temple doorR hllove only lately be~n deciphered and 
translated. These have thrown much light on the 
pa~t, and revealed much that was unkul)wn hdore. 
Also a great mistake has been committed in dht 
teaching the bistory of India more thoroughly lD 

schools and colleg~s. Boys have been tauglJt Gr/ilek 
ann Roman history, the history of the middle ages 
of Europe. and the history of Great Britain. The 
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history of India, has been ireatly DP.glected. Noth
ing could have been more foolish. The cry that 
India. was better (\ff in the old days ran only ariRe 
from a deep seated ignorance of the facts of history, 
which prevents a jUAt comparIson between the past 
and the present. 

Under the aegis of Grellt tritain railways and 
electricity have brought the fluthest portions .)f 
India into ea.sy cODlmunication with -each other; 
English is everywhere the common language of 
i_ educated men: one Government is supralne 
throughout and holds III check all manifestation 
of ancient feuds and race batred; one system of 
law and justice is established throughout the length 
and breadth of the land. In the conditions which 
surround them; to-day men see the possibility of 
reahzin~ in the future the imaginative Jdeals of their . '. anClent poets, and would fane accept them as his-
torically true. 

IJet ns now take up the question of Taxation, and 
&ee if there is any truth in what many Hindus and 
othE:rs declare, ie" that .. under their old chiefs 
the people were le<;<; heaVIly taxed, ana lba~ in 
themselves the taxes were less burdensome, and 
less irritating." On tbis subject the historicat 
evidence is so rare, and what existR proves· so 
dtamet!ica.lly tbe opposite of this erroneom, pOpll
lar belief, that It is impossible to account for the 
b~lief in sny other wa.y tha.n tha.t tbe wish is 
father to the tbought in the mi~ds of mischievous 
persons, 
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We shall find out. what was exawted under the 
Chola Dynasty, which hA.d its capita.l 0.1. Tanjor(;. 
H we,,, a dynast.y wIth It long life, asd so iT, will yield 
an ~:\cellent pICture of Hindu government. On the 
walls and gate-way of the greJ.t temple at 'fanjore 
haR been sculptured a very lengthy seriefl of royal 
grants and royallidict~ of the uest days of the Chola 
Kinqdoll.l. 

'l'!Jcse ha'fe been carefully tr:l.nslated by ] )r. 
Hult"ch. We ha.ve a list of ta,xe,,-, cille by the lDhabl
tant"l ot a VIllage, and lUade over by royal grilnt ~ 
certam per'>onb in tlw ] ltll Century A.V. 

Her€' IS the list ,-
" All hud'l ()f revenne (Iaya) including the tax IJl 

money, Two tax(''i 1Il 'l'amll, but the meanlDg J':! not 
yet kU')WD. 

rJ'.~'\ for village watchman. 
rra'\ for the VIllage accountant. 
'ra>.. f,)r unripe fruit In the month of Karthlgai. 
T ax for loorus. . 
Tax for 011 milJ8. 
Tax for trad€'. 
Another un-translatllblp tax. 
Tax on goldsmiths. 
'I'ax on animals. 
Thx on tank", 
Tax on water-courses. 
Tay. on horse stables. 
Ta.x on rice for every platter. 
Tax on potters. 
Tax for mainta.ining pOlice. 
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Tolls :-Anotper un-translatablp tax. 
Tax on weights. 
]:<'lnes for selling rotten drugs. 
Tax on shops. 
Tax on salt. 
'l'ax en elephant st.alls 
'l'ax on weddings. 
T_ on washermlln's stoneb. 

13 

Hent for use of water, collectIOns on ftlfwes broker
age 

~'ax on neatherds. 
Fre" on document'>. 
A special tax per head on a.U b0Illnging to the .Jain 

rehgion. 
Perhaps you will think thib lIlUSt have been 

exeepLlonal. Perhaps the Cho!'t Kmg" were more 
gra"pmg than other rulers. But to .. how you that 
thu' ,>v~em of taxation waR not ('"eeptlOnal, we shall 
quote what the taxation of 1 [1(> Ionian citi7.en 
li.ppears to have been when the Greeks VIsited India. 
1!1 B. C :-300; and also what It was shortly before 
tb(' EngliSh took over the administration of the 
country, so that we shall obtain an insight into its 
eondition in all ages. 

'Ve find from the d~scrlptlOll of Pallihothra. 
¥ll1odern Patna) given by the Greek tra.veller Meghs_ 
taC'IleS, that the citiz(Jns of that town must have 
been greatly hara'3sed by t.he provisions enforced by 
thpir ruler in order to fill bls trea.sury. At that 
early date there w£Os a regular G~vernment registra.
tion of all births a.nd deathr;,- for purposes of ta.xation. 



14 INDIA, P,AST ANt) }}RESENT 

The buyers and sellers of goods in ~he bazaars were 
not Jeft. to themselves as -they are now, but a Staie 
officer was appointed to wa.tch- all transactions, 
however petty, a.nd seize for the State Doe-tenth of 
the price of everything sold. 

Fraud in the payment of this tax was punished 
by death. Othe; ofifcers, in the nature of police, 
exercised general supervision. Megasthenes tells us 
there were "flicers of State appointed to superintend 
all arts and sciences to prevent idleness on the part 
of the artisans, in order that the profits on the iiiJc 
of the completed artIcles wight be grea.t. WE: will 
glance at the system of aoother HIndu ruler, Chika 
Deva HAyu. of Mysore, two ~eniuries ago. He 
maintained not only all the old taxes at that time 
existing, but actually invented 20 new ones! All 
this lasted down to the times of the English. In 
the Coimbatore District in 17gB, Major cJ\.laeleod 
found the following imports !n full force and effed : 

Over ani above the Land 'Pax:-
1. Tax on potters. 
2. Tax payable by persons we::mng caste marks 

on their foreheads. 
:3. Fees levied on stalls at weekly fairs. 
4. Ta.x on dyed stuffs. 

"5. Tax on ghee. 
G. Tax on tobacco. 
7. Tax on grain shops. 
8. Tax on cbunam. 
9. Tax on taliyaris. 

10. Tux on agricnltural watchlUen (nirzahtis). 
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11. Tax on kee'pers of pa.ck bullocks. 
12. Tax on dancing girls.-
13. Tax on overseers of labour (maistries). 
14. Tax on immoral persons. 
15. Hents for lotus leaves. 
lU. Rents for gardens in back-yards of houses, and 

in plantations on river~an~R. 
17. ~iD~S 011 cattle grazing in fields. 
18. Rents for young palmyra. nutll. 
19. Rents for tamarinds. 
~ Rents for use of soapstone or potstone. 
21. Rents for betel nuts. 
22. Fees for the measurements of grain necessita-

ted by the sharing system. 
23. Taxes all offering at a sacred temple. 
24. Levies mad!" for the p-Jor, or poor rate. 
'2G. Taxes on agricultural hoes. 
213. • Stlfte exaction of a portion of the fees paid by 

villagers to tbeir villAge utlicials. (This is in 
itself another well recognized tax) . 

. 27. Tax on sale of cattle t All these I) are old 
:28. r.1.'ax on cattle stalls Chola taxes as well as 
29. Tax on water-lifts I many others which 
00. Tax. on fisherias ) survived tbrcngb the 
::31. Tax on 100lUS ntervening centmies. 
32. Levies made on ryots for the expenses of tile 

ta.hsildar. 
33. A tax-cash payment per plougb all over the 

t;ountry. 
34: An addttiona.I payment on ·every ryot {or his 

first payment of instalment of land revenue. 



f(j INDIA, PA.!l'r AND P,RBSE~ I 

.\5. Ta.x on houses. 
a6. Tax on shops. 
:W. 1'a,x on carpenters. 
:38. Ta.x on goldsmithR . 
. 19. Tax on blacl{smiths. 
40. 'ra.x on paper-makt>rs . 

• n. 'l'ax on dYirs. 
12. 'l'ax on shoemakers. 
fa . rr J.X 0" barber8 

·14. Tax on washermen. 
45. Tax on OIl mills. 
W. Tflox on pa.ck bullocks. 
t 7. 'l'ax on salt pans. 
48. TllX 00 salt manufacturers. 
19. '1'ax 00 Iron .smelters. 
iO. T.}~·on indigo makers. 
;,1 'r ,LX on drawers anu distillers of f, flucnted palm 

JUlce. 
:):2. Tax on boatmen. 
:; : ~. '1'80,( on carts . 
. i4.. Ta.x on manufactures of beaten riee . 
. ,)5 Tax 00 basket makers. 
!j(j . 'rax on peddlars. 
:17. Ta.x on cattle a.nd sbeep per hf'a.d . 
. ')H. Tax on bla.nket and carpet wea.vers. 
rl!l. Ta.x on mat makers. 
Ii!). Tax on stone masons. 

'rhere is no spa.ce in this short reVI('W to describe 
all the tricks, o.~d fra.ud, a.ntI opprese,ion that these 
\ exatiolls taxes iQvolved. It was found that taxa.tion 
I'('sted chiefly on the poo·rest, who could not sufficient-
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ly brihe the tax gatherer, lnd village officia.l; the 
richer people in great measure escaping. The tax 
on shops was made so comprehensive that even 
women who squatted by the roadside, selling betel, 
tobacco, and petty WarefJ in baskets, were taxed at 

• rates varymg from Rs. 3-R·a (a. sta, pagoda) to 92 
a.nnas. Here is a still further li~t of taxes found in 
the Government Office a.t Bellary.-
1. Tax(>s on the occasion of marriage. 

(a)..,.B'rom bride. 
(b) From brldegrool(l. 

2. Tax for erecting lUarriage pandal. 
3. Tax ca.lled \Voodeky on widows' re-marriage. 
4. Tax called Beitki on ma.rriage of warneD to 

men while their own hllsbands are still 
alivE'. 

5. '.Pax ~oJ1E'cted frum persons breaking the rules 
of l heir caste. 

6. Tax for re-admission to caste after baving been 
expelled. 

7. Tax levla.ble on appointment of a person to be 
a priest of the Gangam caE.te. 

-a. Tax called Pa.ttan "kamki. leviable on a person 
suc~eeding to the office of a priest. 

9. Ta.x leviable from people of the SAtAni 
ca.ste who perform worship in lesser tem
ples. 

10. Tax called Gug(.{alun OD pilgrims who return 
. successfully from pi1grima.g;~ a.nd perform 

theIr v.ows. 
11. Tax on ov~n8 use1 by wasbermeD. 

1110-1 
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l~. Tax on Governm~nt lands h~ld on favourable 
tennre. 

(a) Tax: at 2! seers of ric') for every crop irriga
ted. 

(b, Tax for a bundle of rice straw in grain for 
every tWId tfnder tanks. 

13. Tax on toddy and arrack. 
(a) On tlle stalls. 
(b) On the retail ShOpE. 

In the year 185:3, ,he Madms ~ative As~cia.
tion presented a pCLition to the Committees of the 
Hom::o of Commons appointed to enquite into 
Indian affairs, ana, implored that tbe people might 
be relieved from at l('abt one branch of tbis 
gigantic taxation which was then callrd 1\To1iurfa, 
a mtme received from the Mahomedun<;, "a ta]'; on 
trades and occupations, embracing wea~ rs, earf-en
ters, all workers in llJ(;titis, all salul:lrnen, whether 
possessing shops (which were also taxed) or vending 
by the road-side)." 

f.let rue now sLate what is the modern British 
system of taxation. \Ve have assessed the Jand 
revenue at &0 much per acre (a fixed mea~lll'emeritj 
of cultIvated land, the measurement of which is 
fixt.'d by actual surVt'y. Mr. SrlOivl1'lll Hf:j,ghava. 
Aiyangar shows that the rates arc at present between 
one-fourth and one-fifth for irrigated Ja.nds on the 
nat produce cultivaied aitf'r defraying expenses, and 
between one-fourth and one-sixth for unirrigated 
lands; in the case of lands in the poorer, dryer 
districts, it is very much less. Besides thi'3. there is 



INDIA, PAST AND PRESENT 19 

the viila~e cess and the local fund cess for the up
keep of all tile roads, hospitals, bridges and dis
pensaries. These three cesses are, in the village 
accounts, lumped into one charge, and this one 
charge is what the ry()t has to. pay; it is fixed and 
definite; this single payment is all with which he lS 

ever troubled, he pays it moreover by easy instal
ments. The higher class merchants n~w pay the 
income tax, and the income t'lx alone. 'fhere is no 
oWr direct State taxation, though there are local 
municipalities for mur.ici pal taxation to provide funds 
wholly spem on ]ocl11 improvements c,nd wants, that 
being largely fixed by representatives of the people 
themselves . .I!'or the few years between the abolition 
of Moturf[t and the in"titution of the income tax, 
tho latt.er (merchant) cil1sS pa,id no taxes whatever ~o 
tho ~tu,t('- '1'hey 8UU"Cl'J bed nothing to the mainten
ance and government of the country. The income 
tax is very lllodemte, all the poor being entirPly fr<-e. 
As :\1r. Srinivasa Ha,ghava Aiyangar said-or 'l'he 
trading and profession:tl classo'l an bonnd to contribute 
their faIr 8h[1re to the public burdens, and therefore 
'this solitary tax it-; qUi'to sound in prinCIple. It is only 
Bheer ignoranc~ oj what they sufferl'rl in the past th:}t 
makes them a.ccept it otherwise than gladly." There 
is <9f course also indin'ct taxation in the salt tax, and 
the excise and custom'! dutieq and stamp'l. 

But there is no civilized ,1')untry in tho world 
where the inc:dence of the whole taxation, direct and . . 
llldirect, is less per head than in rudia. The 
average amonl}t ot taxation per heaG is B.s. 2 a year, . 
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or 2 a.nna.s 8 pies per month. If an agricultural 
labourer does not go to law, nor_uae intoxicants, the 
only imperative tax which he ba.s to pay if.; about 
8 annas 110 year for salt. In dealing wi th taxation 
under Hindus and M,homedanc;, I have stt.ld nothing 
about the fact taat every Inva.der of India. imposed 
heavy impoit and trIbute, the prompt a.nd full pay
ment of which they dema.nded from the conquered. 
How could this a.mount have ever been collected 
except by grIndIng taxa~ion. 

It is the" sheer ignorance of what hl£8 happened 
in the past," to use an IndIan gen1.leman's words, 
tha.t is at the root of much of the present discontent 
and unrest. But we have no right to be Igncra.nt. 
now that, owing to patIent, scientific resea.rf'h and 
translations, old edicts have been deciphered, and 
much Jlght has been thrown on the pak tF<J..ct 
ca.n now take the place of fiction. I tbink few 
k::lowing the facts would care to return to the old 
system 

Let us now look at the question of Famines. 
It has been stated and re~ated by newspapers, 

and agitators that-" the famines whICh have 
aesola.ted India. within the la.st qua.rter of the 
19th century are unexampled in their edent a.nd 
intensity in the history of ancient or mod"ern 
times." 

The Sba.nti P~tva. of the M80ha.bhara.to. describes 
a fa.mine of 12 years' dura.tion! Mr. Srinivas& 
Raghava Aiyangar 8aY8-" The Ramayana mentions 
altevere and prolonged drought whi"h occur~d in. 
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Northern India. According to the Orissa. legends. 
severe famines occurred betWeen 11 07 a.nd 1143 A.D. 
The memory of So 12 years' famine" Dvadasavarsha 
Panjam" lives in tra.dition in Southern India.. 
But if the accOllnts of .. Universal Empire" are 
-as they ha.ve been shown to be-poetical .crea.
tions-it is possible tha.t fam'nes .mentioned may 
be poetical crea.tions too. It ma.y be 60. We will 
quote what Mr. S. M. Mitra. writes of' famines in 
Akbar's reign! It IS admitted by eVt'ry one that 
AJ.lear's reIgn was the best in the Mahomedan 
period of Indian history. Let us see how the grea.t 
Akba.r Cared 0.3 regards famine. Three great fa.mines 
desolaterl the (;ountry during his reJgn. The Mabo
medan hist.orian wrote-" Men ('ould not find corQ, ; 
they were driven to the extremity of eating each 
other, Rod some f(lrmed themflelves into parties to 
ca.rry olP lone individuals for their food . •. . at 
the time I)f famine and distress parents were allowed 
to sell their children." 

In the 42nd year of Akbar's reign, 1596 A.D., " a. 
fearful famin!> raged continuously for three or four 
:years throughout the whole of Hinc1ustan. A kind of 
plague also added to the horrors of this period. and 
depopulated whole cities, to say nothing of hamlets 
and villages. Tn consequeDce of the dearth of grain. 
an<! the necessities of ravenous hunger. human flesh 
was eaten. The streets 8,nd roads were blocke~ with 
dea4 bodies, and no assistance could bt' made for 
their remova.l." • 

After reading the above. can it be truly asserted 
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that the" recent famines were Ilnexampled in their 
extent and intensity in (. the history of ancient or 
modern times?" 

In 1570, there was a. terrible famine on the West 
coast. 

InJ.648, in the Coimbatore .distrICt, a great number 
died. 

In 1659, there was another, and in one small tract 
amongst th~ Christians alone 10,000 perish\~d. 

m 1709, there was a prolonged drought of several 
years. 

In 1733, there was a famine in the Chin~leput 
district. 

In 1780, one over the whole of the Carnatic. 
Prom 178~ to 1792, there was a terrible famin9 in 

the Northern SJrkars, and the people died in thou
sands. 

If we knew more of the past history of !?1di~, we 
should find that seasons of scanty rainfall have 
perpetually recurred, as they are now recllrring, in 
the natural order of things, WIlICR MAN'S WILL 

CANNOT ALTER. 

How did Hindus and Ma.bomcdans deal with. 
famines '? It is not too much to say that little or 
npthing was done. The rulers apparently saw no 
necessity for attempting to save life, and left people 
to themselves. 

N ~ famine is recognized as one of the most 
difficult problems. with which Government has to 
deal. A hundreti year&, ago it was looked upon as a. 
visitation of God, utterly beyond the control of man 
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the people peri'3hed by million!"; the want of roads, 
cattle and railways ma.de it ifnpossible to supply them 
with food. Now a famine code ha') bf'f'n drawn upfor 
the guidance of offici aIR, relief works are jnstituted 
in distressed localities as soon as sC!1rcity is declared, 
and every effort is made to support life and relieve 
dIstress. Many Gov<,)wment ofl~ials. both European 
and Indio.n, have died at their post sLruggliug to help 
the people; many of you must relUem bel' ttle magnifi
cent contributions sent ont from Englalld 10 lR77 
a~J8g8 for the relief of the poor and suffering. My 
husband was one of the famine uflicers in 187G and 
1877 in t'he Ceded districts, and with him I saw what 
was done there tv relieve suffering and hunger. We 
visited daily the great famine camps in his taluq, 
and saw the oldest and the youngest and thosp too 
wenk to work being fed three times a day, and the 
able-bodi'-d bemg given work and wages. If thf're 
had been morc rfl,llroans III those dnys. fewer people 
would have died. Hailroad., are essentIal for the 
distrIbution of fnnd in famine till1t!. In times of 
dronght and famine bullo.:!ks die from wanL of fodder, 
,p.nd though there m~' be plenty of food in Madras 
and on the coast g-eneraIly, there is no means oC 
getting it carried inland without railways. 

This brings U'l to the subject of Railway.!. Fifty 
yelfrs ago there were no railways in India. People 
travelled slowly by bullock carts 2~ miles an hou r, 
or !:>y carriages at 4 miles an hour. They were 
exposed to fa.tigne, to the weather, to robbers, to 
sickness, and often had to lie do;n and die alone. 
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Wha.t a. difference to being whirItd along smoothly 
and more quickly than if dra.wn by lace horses, 

Now, I daresay, you have oCten heard the asser
tion made that a great deal of money goes from 
India to England and t.ba.t "England is bleeding 
Indiu.." Now you must learn tha.t such Rtatements 
are utterly ba.seI est; , India pays no tribute to 
England. All the payment. are interest on money 
lent. on serf,ices rendered, or materials supplied. 

You know that to make ra.ilways coses a very 
grea.t dE'al of money. In most conntriE's, the P€liloP1e 
themselves supply the money out of their l1A.vings. 
In India, the peoplp. said No; they requf'irt'd the 
money for jewels, * for marriage ceremonies, and 
other ceremonies. 

Ther£Jforo the money had to be borrowed, and for 
borrowed money. as you know, inter( st has to be 
paid. If you borrow money, you have tJ pay the 
sowcar from 12 to 30, 40, or 50 per cent. Poor people 
borrow mOlley at the rate "Of 1 anna per rupee per 
month, which is 75 per cent per annUffi. Well, the 
Government of India asked other nations to lend 
the money. Germany, France, America, Hussia, 
all asked interest from 5 to lOper cmt.. The nation 
tba~ offered at the lowest rate of interest was 
England. She ofif'red the monev at 3~ per cent. I do 
not think any of you will say thst is bleeding Incfis. 

Mr. T. N. Mukerji says-" No country having 
the faintElst claim to civili7.lIotion should now be . . 
-~Tho- ~~ou~t ~f jew~a now !:Idd i~ India.. oannot be J09S tha.n 
800 oror~B. it ia proba.bly muob grpIIoter ; At 1'1 per cont. i.nterest, it 
would Yield 36 crotos a year. In Japa.n women hr.va no jewelry. 
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without its rallways. When we ourselves could 
(would?) not make them, tho next beet tb'ing was 
to have them made by others, for it would not 
be wise to wait a century or two! 

Indian railways now not only meet all charges 
from their earnings, but in 1~01 yielded a profit of 
115 lakhs. This profit will largely.increase and be
come an important source of revenue, while very great 
bpnefit in other ways is conferred on the country· 
The railways give direct employment to a large body 
<JIf-men. In 1909, the rallway strvice PlDployed 
525,000 persons, of whom over 508,000 were Indians. 
When Queen Victoria ascended the throne, there , 
was not u single mile of railway in~e country. In' 
April 1909 there wpre 80,083 mJlee, of rail, which 
carried 330,000,000 passengers and ovpr 64 million 
tons of ~ood'l. Hpr rClgn was also di~til1gUJshed for 
its grand lrriqatwn Works. In the year 100u-1907, 
22,225,000 acres wpre lrrigated aJJd hrought in a. 
return of R per cent to Government on thp capital 
expenditure and immense profits to the cultivators. 
The next 20 years Wlll wilnps'l the completion of 
other irrigation sd~lles, WhICh In mRgDltuve and 
boldness will surpabs even the Periyar proiect. It is 
like listening to a. fairy tale of wonder and dC'light. 
Money for these works was also borrowed in 
Etgbnd, where the rate of interest is lowest. 

Thf' interest paid on thi" borrowed monoy is 
ODe of the chief causes of thE!. increase of the 
home cbarg~8, but it IS me~ by railway fares aDd 
water rates. Ra.ilway" and irriga.tion works are 
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some of the best means of mitigating famines. 
The other home charge~ are for the Oivil Service 

ond Army, without which India would be in a state 
of anarchy and bloodshed as betore. I..Jet us see 
what is the price you pay for peace and development. 
Some-Indians affirm that the employment of a high
ly paid foreign ag,llncy'causei'l a large drain on the re
sources of the country. Let us see what th~ at:tual 
cost is. LorO: Elgin, when Viceroy, obtained from the 
:Finance Department an estimate of the total annual 
cost of tbe Indian Civil 8e£vice, including pa~ 
pension, and excha.ngo al!owRnces. It amountod to 
an average charge per head of the population (221 
millions of people) of 1 H pies per month. If Eur(lpeJ.ns 
were replaced by IndilLlls on half their salary, the 
reduction would be less than 1 pie per hea,a monthh-. 
Besides, Indiam wOllld not be sati"fied to do the 
work on half the salaries. As it is, man~ vftkils 
m&ke more money by their pra,ctice than the saJary 
of jUdges. Year by year, sin'ce 181j8, in accordance 
to the p"omise that Indians should be givf'n ft share 
in the admini"tration of tbe country, thE' number of 
Europeans employed has uee.,g., lessened and the 
number of Indians flmployed ha.s been increased. 

In 1904, six years ago, there were less than 0,500' 
Englishmen, whether brought from abroad or recruit
ed in this country, employed on salarIes of Us. 7f:fa 
lllonth and upwards, to administer the aft airs of 
230,000,000 of people, and 21,800 Indians on salat;ies 
of Hs. 75 and uQwards. If we go bt>low Hr,. 75 a 
month, the disproportion would of course be over-
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whelming. During the 18.it I;ix yearR many more 
Indians have bseI.t given a share in the Government. 
Will anyone t9Jl me in the face of these figures that 
our administration is unduly favourable to the 
European, or grudging to the Indian element? 
There are 15 Indian Judges of Mhe fO!1r H igb Courts 
and Chief Courts, aod Indians hlJlile seats in the 
Legislative and no\\' m the Executive Counciis. 
Of the 1,244 members of the Ci"il Ser~ice, (if) are 
lndiam. To use Lord Curzon's words-" I hold 
0:8. .. he contrary that our administration is charac
terized by a lIberalIty unexalllplcd in the world. 
You may search throl1gh hibtory, and since the days 
of the Roman ElJ)pire, you will find no such trust. 
I have visited the Uussians in Central Abia, the 
Dutch in J ava, the French in Algeria, Cor-hin 
China and Tongking and have seen what there 
prevails r and if anyone thinks that they bhow 
proportions ewn remotely eomparnhle with those 
which I have quoted I can assure him tbat he is 
gravelYlll1staken.lt istrue that,aslHule, the majority 
of the higbest posts arc and lllU&t for a considerable 

.time he held by ~sbIDen. the reason being tha.t 
they possess,partly by heredity ,partly by up-bringing, 
and partly by education, the habits of mind and the 
viiour of cbaractet' which are essential for the task. 
TEen the role being a British rule, the tone and 
standard should be set by those who are responsible 
for j,t. The progressive gromh oj confidence that 
is revealed by the steadIly in~reasin.g numbers of In
dia.ns employed is h'Jnourable to the British Govern-
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ment, und honourable to the people of the country . • It revto,\s a European system of Government, 
entrus~ed largely to non-Eur~ean hands, and 
adXlinistered far less by the conquering power than 
by its own sons, And, beyond All. lL testlfies to a. 
steatly growth of 10jalty and integrity on the one 
part, an:"! of wilwng recognition of thes'3 virtues on 
the other, which is rich with hope for the future." 

IodJa is J!ot expellsively governed compared with 
othor conntries. The Government expenditure of 
Indla per head of the population is one-twenty-fOiiltih 
that of France, one-thIrteenth that of Italy, one
twelfth that of Bnglaud, and one-blxth that of Hussia. 

Sir Will. Hunter writes-" It is easy to govern 
efficiently at a. cost of 408. (Hs. 30) per head as in 
England but the problem in India is how to ltttain 
the same standard of efficitlncy aL a cost of 1\s. 2-12 
a head." Mr. D. Nan'ojl said in England'that the 
employmeI1t of a foreign agency disabled IndIa from 
saving any ctt.pital at all! On t,he contrary under 
a foreign agency it is quite c~rtain that the popula
tion of In(lil1 absorb and hoard far ll10re of ~be precious 
metals than they did formerlyL.i9r durlOg the past, 
50 years India's net absorption of gold and silver 
from outside has amounted to the equivalent of 
6.80:3,000,000 rupees (an average of 1:36,000,000 a. 
year) while, during the 22 years endinfl with 1857, !he 
average absorption of the precious mel,als avel'aged 
only 32 millions it yeal'. India now contains a. fa.r 
grea.ter amount of the precious metals than she ever 
did before. ' 
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The census of 1891 sbOO'ed that the people of 
India supported an army of goldsmiths 400,000 
strong. Estimating thf'ir average earnings at HR. 6 
per month, this gives an annual outlay of Hs, 288 
lakbs. Does this :;:how growing poverty of (he people '? 
I personally asked the late SIr V. Bhashyam Iye'bgar 
if he cOllsidered the estimato a corr~t and fair :me, 
He laughed, and said that it was considerably under 

.• d b #I estimate , e considered the average earDlngs of gold-
smiths more than Rs, 6 a month. It will be very 
i;tif'~e8ting to se<:l what the coming Census figures will 
reveal. Another indication of the growing pro'>per
ity of the country is the IDcrease ID Savings Bank's 
deposits. From 1884-5 to 190J, ill Governmellt 
Banks alone the number of Indian depOSItors 
increased from 193,087 to 739,~13 and the interest 
earned f*lOlll! lakhs to 25 lakhs, and the deposits 
froDJ 3~ creres to 9 crores. 

Mr. Justice Ranade in his Poona audrpss in 1903, 
said-" In 1888-!> we imported 41 la.khs worth I')f 
umbrellas, 15 lakhs worth of children's toys and 
games, 22 of stationery, 10 of soap, 10 of clocks, 

·20 of matches, G~ glass, 41 of paper and 21~ of 
books." . 

Mr. N. T. Mukerji says on the subject of these 
imports-" Our wants have thus Igreatly incrt'ased, 
and we have to meet the wants by the sale of our 
produce. Increased wants, how~ver, a.re a sign of 
increased prospt'rity. If we r.OWl feel a. de&iro for 
bette!' houses, better clothing, better food, and find 
ourselves m~e or less in a position to satisfy that 



30 INDIA, PAST AND PRESENT 

desire, it must be a!:lslimed that we have greater 
means,· i.e., gre!tter wealth at our commanJ than 
formerly." 

The average Indian landholder, tradtf, ryot, or 
handicraftsman is better (lff than be was 50 years 
ago.· He commmes.more salt, more sugar, more 
tobacco, and fap more Imported luxurieA and COD
veniences tban he did a generation back. The aver
age village: ea~s more food and has a better bouse 
than bis fu.thC:!r. Brass or other mei ",\ vessels have 
taken the place to a considerablt> extent of thc c~a;e 
earthenware vessels of earlier timeE;, and his fami;y 
pOFsesses more clothes than formelly. Therc are 
exceptional distrids whf're the populatIOn is either 
very donst', or the soil very poor and rainfall Vtry 
uncertain, where the condition of the !and]pss 
labourers is still deplorably lo\v. It is bo. Govern
ment that is to blame for the poverty of the lower 
orders of the people of India. They are poor because 
the population has increased at such a rate as to out
st1'ill the food produl'!ing powers of the land. 
Because every square mile of Bf'ngaJ has now to 
support 3 times as many fa~ 08 it had to sup
port 100 years ago. "'rhe mass of h11sbandmen 
are living in df'fiance of economic laws. A people of 
small husbandmen cannot be prosp0roui; if tl(,ey 
marry irreRpeciive of the meaDS of subsist .. nce. 
Now that the sword is no ;onger permitted to do its 
old work, that cbolera, small-pox and famine .claim 
fewer victims, t.1tey nlltst submit to prudential re
atraint on marriage or they must suffer hunger. 
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Such restraints have been. imperative upon races of 
small cultivators since the days when Plaio wrote 
his l~epublic." 

France is a fertile country, but the population is 
only 180 to the square mile. 'I'here nre districts in 
India with 800 to the "1uare yt111f'. The pern1anent 
remedif's for the poverty of India r('~t with the p'3ople 
themselveR. 

Sir Madhp.va Row said-" '1'11e longer one liveR, 
observes and thinks, the more doeply does he feel 
tb.~re is no community on the face cf the earth 
which suffers less from political ('VIlR, and more from 
self-inflicted, or self-accepted, or "df-creatNl, aDd, 
therefore, avoidable evils than the Hindu COlD

munity." 
Those who taekle the problem of ecerly marriage 

will do.more to hf'netlt India than those who soek 
for political concessions. Tltis l"f'!l1cc1y r0SLS with the 
people themselves. not with the ru\prs. It ch!)uld be 
pointed out that early marriage did not (>xist in Vedi\; 
times, thv,t it k;J(l<: to the proiluction of weak and 
sickly children, and so to the c1egcneracy of the race; 
that to unn'strailllfll'N lll!trriages is due the over-popu
lation of India which canses 10 milli(ms to go through 
life with insuificient food. You mnst all rea!i:~e that 
where there is enongh food for 12 in the honse, 
and you have to feed with it 18 people, that the 
result call not be so sati;.;tying pos if you bad only 
fed the original 12. 

Let us now turn to thtl 8ubjt'CL of the Plague. 
I have received ed'lcated Indian ladies who have 
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said to me, "We are .grateful for all the hos
pitals, schools, rail ways, and for peace and pros
perity, but we never had pl~e in India in 
"the old days", and see how ma.ny thousands and 
thousands have died of plague!" This was said 
quite ~eproa.chfully bi B. A. young ladies, as if the 
English ha.d de~iberately introduced plague into 
India! When told that there ha.d been many previ
OilS outbursts of plague in India, and when given 
the da.tes of these outbre~ks they said, "But we 
never learnt that in school or college; why were"'~ 
not taught such fRoets'?" Why iudeed'! ... The 
question has often been asked of late years. The 
answer given is .. \Ve have DOt time to teach eveTJj
thing in school Ilond college." Intelligent students 
should enlarge their own knowledge by reading. 
Besides, the history of taxes and socia.l concJition of 
the people comes more under the head of civics than 
history. It is very evident that" sheer ignorance" 
on these subjects la.ys students open to ma.ny pit
fa.lls and easy credulity when given into t.he hands 
of agita.tors a.nd sedition mongers Bnd untruthful 
newspapers. There were outilMoks of plague in 
1345,1399,1438,1574,1595,1611, ]683, 1704,1770, 
18] 2, 1H21. Of three of these outbreaks, lG11 to 1618, 
1683 to 1693. 1812 to 1821, considerable details ha~e 
come down to us, A paymaster in the Army of the 
Emperor J ehangir thus describes the awful virulence 
of the plague of 1611-1618 :-" When it- wa.s about 
to brea.k out, a. ID"use wpuld rush out of its hole, as 
jf mad and striking itself aga.inst the door a.nd walls 
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01 the house would exPtre. It immetliat.cly 'after 
this signal the (lccupant'l left the ]1011Se nnd went 
ftway to the jungle their lives wer£> sftveJ, if "ther
v\i<;e, the inhabitant.:; of the wholf' \'illag(1 would be 
swept away h:v the hand of .d£>rtth If 'ln~' 'Person
touched the dead, or even the clQthe'l of the de,ad 
man, he also could not survi,,(, the fat"l contact. 
'rhe effect of the epidemic was co tnpa'n,t1vely 111')re 
"evere on the Hindus tha.n Mahollledan., . " In 
JI.ndustan no place was free from this vi-;itation, 
Wllich ('ontinued to devastate the conntry for a span 
uf 8 years." In 1G1~, the Emperor ,1 ehauglr wrote; 
"'rbe Almighty God has alway,; and In all places 
extended HIS protection to HI'> 11lll11ble creaturefl 
and this is shown from the tact th~tt at tlJis very 
Lime it was repurted to me that a pestil('ntial diseafo'e 
had br~ken out m Agra and number.:l of men had 
perished. Por thiS reason Twas lully ('()nfirmed in 
my resolution of p)stponing my march towards 
Agrs, which occurred to my mind hy the Dviinc 
lD:Jpin,tion." One cannot help thinking t.hat the in
spiration would !luye been more justly cl~lled "Divine" 
had it led the Bmperor in Hil8 to Ngm. the plague
stricken capital, rather than a\vay from it, In 
H:l9/i. the plague assailed Bombay and PO(Ina. Lord 
S6ndhurst, tbe Go'Vernor, hastened to those cities, 
met the local authorities and concerted with them 
measures for the relief of tht: s~fferers. There is 
not spa.ce ·in which to describe q,ther outbrea.ks of 
the plague, its supp'Jsed c~useR and the trea.tment 
accorded t~sufferers from it.· Professor Haft'kine 

1110-3 
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haA discovered a ren .. edy, sdtuething like vaccination, 
which bas been the means of saving mar.y lives. 1 t 
is called .. Plagne inoculation." It causes only a 
slight fever for a day or two. When an outbreak of 
.plague.is threatened, all should be inoculated. You 
will find the whole ~bject most interestingly de
scribed in a little pa.mphlet by the late Dr. John 
Murdoch, caWed" 1.'he History of the Plague and 
How to Stop its Ra.vages," wbich you can purchase 
for 1 anna 6 pies at the Memorial Hall, Park 
Town. I advise everyone of you to buy a cop; 
and ask to ha.ve it translated and explilmed to yQu. 
If every child in India could learn by heart Ihe 
followmg few sentences, the death-rate in In(1i'1 
would decrease rapidly. Here are the sentences: 

1. Fever and cholera are cb.used by bad watt'l. 
2. Vaccination keeps away small-pox. 
~3. l!'ilth is the :.nother of sickness. 
4. Cleanliness is the mothe..r of health and long 

life. 
Let UR now think of the subiect of " Peace by Sea 

and Land;" as a matter of fact I think that none 
of us give the s\lbject of " Peac~ Sea" a. thought. 
It is quite hard now-a-days to realize that the sea 
was a source of da.nger from invaders. Yet it was 
only in 1861, tha.t the Indulon n!\vy, after S wf'tlpiQ.g 
the robber hordes from the sell, and rendering Indian 
waters as safe as the English channel, finished its 
work and was a15oli8hed. It was one" of Chv'e's 
achievements that he raJted out the pirate nests at 
the South-Vol estern coast. Burmese pi!,ates u~ed to 
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sa.il up the great river" flowing into the J3ay,of 
Bengal, turn on the villages, and massacre or l'.80rry 
off into slavery the inhahita.nts. The first English 
surveyor in the second half of the 18th centuryenter
ed on his maps a fertile and now populolls tr~t of 
1,000.sq. miles on th(> Hea.-boart! as .bare of villages 
with the words I, Depopulated Ly the Maghs " or se!). 
robbers. Now under the protection of.the British 
navy there is peace by sea.. Invasion by land has 
bee-g for all time the great danger and trouble from 
wh;ch India has Buffered and ma.y suffer again. At its 
North-Eaostern a.nd North-Western cOrners are two 
opposite sets of gateways which connect India with 
the rest of Asia. Through these ga.teways successive 
hordes of invaders ha.ve poured into India and in the 
18th century the process was still going on, for 
six such-Inroads took place in 23 years. Bach set 
of newcomers plundered a.nd maoRs8.cred without 
restraint. These· invasions signified not only a. host 
of 20 t.o 100,000 barbarians on the march paying for 
nothing, and eating up every town, cottage and farm 

.yard, burning ano sla.ughtering on the slightest 
provocation, a.nd ~;n in mere spod. It usua.lly 
also meant a granil final Back and massacre of the 
capital of the invaded country. One gang of 25,000 
Afghan horsemen swooped down upon the sacred 
city of Muttra. during a. festival. They burned the 
hooses together with their inwa.tt!!, and carried oft 
into captivity ma.idens, youths, a.na women. In the 
temples they sla.ughtered cl>ws. ~nd smeared the 
imagea and ptv(:ments with the blood. The border-
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laaJ b~ween Afghanista!l and India Jay silent and 
waste; indeed districts far within the frontier, which 
had once been densely inhabited tt'bd wbich are now 
again thickly peopled, were swept bare ofinhabitant".l. 

TIPE AFGHAN QU~TION srRVIVES TO THIS DAY. 

The North-Eastern border disclosed an equally 
painf~l pictt1re. The history of the fertile valley of 
Assam is one long na.rrative of invasion I\nd exter
mination. Anciently, the seat of a powerful Hindu 
kingdom, Assam was devastated, like the re9l of 
Ea.stern Bengal, by fanatical Mahomedan invaders. 
During the 18th and] 9th centuries, 60,000 square 
miles of fertile trontier districts lay waste. The 
s.ecurity given by a century of British rule has resuit
ed in bringing la,OOO sq. miles under the p)ouglJ, 
giving each year 18 millions sterling worth oi;,produce, 
or more than equal to the average cost of the Indian 
Army and the whole defence. of the Indian Empire. 
Peace is only broken now from time to time on the 
Afghan frontier. Since the mutiny of 1857, the 
people of the country have not known what it is to 
suffer from the. exactions and J!eftlbrs of war. Even 
that was only a partial rising, yet it cost the country 
49 crores. A real war would cost infinitely ~ore, 
and crush out ma.ny of the now rising industritls. 
Peace and plenty go hand in hand. War means 
wholesale expenditure; even riots spell increased 
taxation. Long ruay the country enjdy peace; so 
tha.t it may devtllop i~ resources and industries, 
continue its educa.t~pn, and bring a..bo.ut socia.l re-
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forms, as the people rea.lize that "the pel'lnanent 
remedies for the poverty of the lower das.es !'bst 
with the people themselves." 

In old days, IndIa was a. self-c'llltained country, 
where every ooe made bis own clothos and tools 
and grew his own food. Since the introdu.ction 
of me.chinery, India. like etery. other civilized 
country in the world. has lost to a large extent 
these cottage industries in sub"ltitutic!n for other 
industries. Indian embroideries, Ctl.rp6t weaving, 
lIDa. p-old ana silver work, have benefited by the 
gro-Wing foreign demand for these works. 

Agriculture has expanded enormously. Tea, 
coffee. and jute cultivation bave been cl'eated. Mure 
than half the te,1 required by the world is now 
supplied from India. 

Cnffee bas suffered froru leaf disea'ie and by the 
competition of South Americ!l, still .\.:743,000 worth of 
coffee was exported from India in 1!)o7, and the value 
of these three industries in 1907 reached a, value (If 
£32,000,000. In 18.jo, there was hardly ~ power 
loom in the country, now there arc 217 cotton mills, 
elllploying 212,Oo.Q.pJople; there are 4-1 jute mills 
employing 1G7,OOO. 'fhere ar~ 112 ri~e mills, G2 saw 
mills, besides flour ruills, oil mills, iron foundries, 
woollen aud paper mills, pottery and glass works, 
and the great workshops attached to railways and 
ship-building y:uds. The manufa.cturing industry of 
India is still in an ea.rly stag». Your educattld sons 
should turn thell~ energ;es in t.his direction, instea.d 
of 0.11 wa.ntiog to he vakils or Goveroment clerks. 
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Formerly Hind u a.nd Mphomeda.n sovereigns spent 
la.~e saros on splendid palaces a.nd tombs, mainly 
built by forced labour: _ 

Commercial cities did not exist. The capital town 
then was the standing camp of the monarch and its 
tradE'!' depended on. the presence of the Court. 
Magnificent Emperors required magnificent cities 
aronnd them. and an inconsiderate or a tyra.nnical 
prince orde:ed the movements of the citizen.s as he 
ordered the movements of the troops. One cruel 
Emperor forced the whole inhabitants of Delh" tt> 
migrate to his new capital, Doulatabad, 700 mile.:; 
away to t.he South. Thousands perished on the 
road. The king twice changed his mind. 'fwice he 
allowed the miserable people to return to Deli.1i, 
many died and the rest were ruined. "But," sayr;: 
the historian "the Emperor's ol'ders were. strictly 
complied with and the ancient capital was left deso· 
late." 

After having spent crores and crorcs on Futtipore 
Sikri, the Emperor Akbar ordered its evacuation, and 
to thi:; day it is a magnificent and melancholy monu
ment to the whims of an auto~ ruler. 

Even the capitals of the sea·hoard provinces were 
chosen for military purposes. In Lower Bengal. 
the Mobamedans under different dynasties, fixtld on 
six towns in succession as their capital. Not o~e 
of them ·ha.d a.ny Jureign trade, or could havtI been 
approa.ched by a <iihip: they wt;}re 8il1lp~ the court 
and camp of the king ur viceroy for the time 
being. 
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The English. in the long list of those who ha.ve 
ruled India, appear not a.s~ temple builders iike .-the 
Hindus; not 31<; tomb or palace buiJdel's like the 
Mohamedans; not as fort builders like the Mahrat· 
tas ; not as church builders like thl3 Potuguese, hut 
ID the more commonplace capa.,city of town builders. 
Calcutta, Bombay and ?rhdras arE'. essentially the 
creations of Bri tish rule. 

In Hilil. Bomba.y Wlli3 ceded by tht! Portugnese 
to the British crown, as part of the dower of the 
wife of Charles II. anu be rentod it to a company 
ot London merchants for the annual payment of 
Hq. 150. Instead of a few fishermen, BUlllbay bas 
now a popUlation of nearly a million, IS the greatest 
commarclal city in ASia, and is studded with 
lUagpificent bUllding.,. 

C(£lcu~ta, the pre~ent Cit,y of Palacos, consisted of 
three cl!]stcr~ of mud hilts on the rivel' banks. It 
hag n, populatIOn llearly double that, of [lny city in 
Grel1t Britain e~cept J.1onuon. It would Lave been 
tlestroyed ag a port by the silt and sand of the riveL' 
bat for the strenuou,; efforts of the Englh.h. The 
nver engmecring ... the lIughli {orllls olle of tho 
memorable triumphs In the contest· of lUan with 
nature. Observations on the conditioll of the 
l~~ghli':3 channels a.re take'l hourly. Gigantic 
steam dredgers are continua.lly at wurk, and the 
shifting of the shoals is cluefl111y rec,)rded. By 
these meaas the p_lIt of Ca.lcutta. has been kept 
open for ships of the la.rgest toauage, and saved 
from the fate of t)le l!ix other historical ports built 
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on the banks of the Ganges, everyone of which 
is ~w illocked up with ·silt and sand, and is un
approa.chable by sea-going ships of the present 
day. ."-

Besides building towns 8,nd railways and canals. 
healtpy quarters have been erected for the troops 
all over India, "nd the mortality bas been greatly 
reduced, buth in European and native troop!:!. 

Most of ttle la.rge prison') have been built or re
bUllt; lighthouses have been provided round the 
Indian coasts. The ancient beautiful buildinl;. of 
past dynl1t:1tIes have been cared fc.r and consel'ved~ at 

laces like Agra, Velhi, Madura, Benares. Lahul'e, 
Ahmedabad, Gour, Budh Gaya, and Bilsa. 

Tbere are now 70,000 Post omcco a.nd boxes, al1d 
800,000,000 letters and packets PMS through them. 
A ltltter now travels safely for ti pie,; (~d) trom 
Quetta in Baluchistan to Bbamo on the btrders 01 
China. 

There are 1)9,000 miles of telegraph lines and 
7,000 telegraph offices. The fee felr a short message 
for a distance which may reach 3,000 mIles is 6 annas. 
~here are 2,514 hospitals .. a~ dispensaries in 

whICh 412,000 Qnd 24,470 out-patIents wefe treated 
in 11:)07. The number of Indian practitioners who 
have been trained in modern surgery and meo.ici'ne 
is now more than twenty times as large as it \\1\s 
in 1857. 

As for EducattoJn, in 1907 there were 17IJ col-.. . 
leges and college departments, with ~G,OOO under-
graduates on the" rolls.' In 1907, the total expen-
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diture was Hs. 1;0,000,000. Onp- lesulf; ~f the 
spread of education has been a great inc~ase.':in 
the number of books, magazines, and newspa.pers 
published' in India. It would ha\'e been thought 
tha.t this should have been an unmixed blessing to 
the country and people, but alas' in many ,l.!ases 
newspapers h:lve, by turninf.;· the liberty of press 
into the license of the preds, been the caUoe oLmuch 
mischief. Often conducted by ai~ap?>lllted half
educated men they have vented thClr personal 
hplfien on Government, by violent attacks and 
pe~i'itent misrepresenhtions, in very many cases 
poisoning the minds of the people. and notably. of 
students, :1gamst (1overnment, brmging anarch y 
and 'unrest into the couDtry, where there might 
be only profound peace and prosperity. 'rhis blot 
can -ne better removed hy the people themse]vcc, 
th:1D h! Government. '1'hc rujers of ~ative States 
have taken firm and strong mea'3ure;; to stamp out 
the evil. 

In the words of M1'. G-ok:de-"The pre,;ence of the 
English is p.ssential for the peu.ceflll development 
of India, and all t~l~ pakiotic son::; of India. should 
strengthen the hands of Governmenli and loyally (;0-

operate to maintain the British Haj." 
'Indiais not yet ready, nor will ::;he he ready for very 

many years to come for Rwaraj. \Vere the English 
to withdra.w to-morrow, 10 less than three months 
figpting aT1d confusion would re!uii; and once again 
-outsid" dominll.tion would be sou~ht or thrust upon 
the country. Some s~etn to·tq.ink that the .Japanese 
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would be pleasanter rulers. than the English. If the 
Ko~anlf were asked, they would tell you tha.t on 
a certain da.te a.ll theit " kudumis " were cut off, and 
their ladies forbidden to wear their distinctive green 
mantle. I doubt if Hindus would find that a. pleas
anter. regime to live& under than the British' 
. I will close .chis short review of a. very long 

subject with the opinions of two Indian statesmen, 
of an Amer~can, and of your late King ~mperLll', of 
blessed memory. Sir Madhav9l Itow says--" The 
longer one lives. and observe.3, and thinks. the lI~ore 
deeply does one feel there is no eomulUnity on the 
face of the earth which suffer3 10ilS from political 
evils. and more from self-inflicted, or self-created. 
and therefore avoidable evils, than the Hindu com
munity. It must be frankly and gratefully ad.mit 
ted that the British Go',-ernment of Indl~ is in
.:omparably the best Government we have ever 
had. It is the stt·ongest. the. most righteous, and 
the best suited to Indm's diverse popUlations and 
diverse interests. It is the most capable of self
maintenance, of self-renovation, and self-adjust
ment, in reference to the t>ro~elifilive a.dvancement 
of the subject race." 

The late V. Raruiengar. Dewan of Travancore, 
writes-" We live under the milde<1t, thE" m~~t 
enlightened and the most powerful of modern 
Governments; Wtl enjoy in a. high degree the rights 
of persona.l security a.nd personal libertf, and the 
right of private property, the dwelling of the hum
blest and meanest su~ject ma.y be said to be now as 
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much his castle as that of ~he proud Englishman in 
his native land; no .man is any longer by» rea.~bn 
of his wealth, or of his ran~, so high I\S to be 
above the·reach of the law, and none on the other 
hand is so poor and insignificant as to be beyond 
Its protection. Inles8 than a sqort century, anarchy 
a.nd confusion have been replaced uj\.ordc·r ann goo~ 
government as if by the' wand of a magician, and 
the country has started on a career of 'ntellcctual, 
and moral, and 1ll!1terial advancement of which 
no!:>t>dy can foresee the eno. 'Whatever may be tlll~ 
::lhohcoming'> of Government (and perfectIOn IS not 
vOllchsafed to hUlmm institutIOns [tod human dlorts) 
III the unselfish and bincere desir", \vhich anllllate~ 
them to promote tho welfare of the rniIiJOlls cull\
Illitt~d to their care, in tile high view they take of 
their uLligations and responsibilities as ruler", in tIle 

G 
desire they show at all timo;; to study tho sentiment,. 
and feelin~s of the people, fLOd C:1rr)' them along 
Wl til them in all impurtant measures, ani! in the spirit 
of benevolence whieh underlie;; all their adions, thtl 
British Indian Government stands without equal." 

In ,February lW)(l; President HOO'lcvelt saitl
" India affords t.he most colossal e~arnple in the 
history of successful ;1dministration'l, by men of 
European blood llf a thickly populated region in 
an'other continent. It i .. tbe gleatest feat of the kind 
that has been performed since the ,break-llp of the 
H:>man EJJlpire. U Ilqu~stionabr¥ mistakes ha.ve 
been made, hut the fact remains tbat the successful 
~ministration of the Iudian' Em pi l'tl by the English 
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hats been one of the most potable and m6st a.dmira.bl~ 
a.cltievt!ments of a white ra.c~ during the past tw<., 
{:enturies. On the whole, it h~een f?r the im
measurable benefit of the natives of India themselves, 
and if J'~nglish control were now wIthdrawn thb 
whore penin'3ula wOllld become a (~haos of bloodshed 
a.nd violence. ~ll the weaker people8 and the most 
mdustrious and 130''1' ab{dmg would be furced to 
I->llbrnit to IJdescribable wrong, and the only bene
fiCIaries would be the lawless, VIOlent and blood
thirsty men. 'rhe great salient fact is that ·,the 
presence of the EnglIsh in India bas bew for the 
advantage ot mankind; ~1nd eVelY well-wli:lbcr (,t 
mankind, every true friend of humanity should 
realize that the part which England has played 
in India has been to the immeasurable beneE.t (,f 
India, for her honour, her profit, and ber ciVlhzation· 
\Ve stJOuld feel profound satisfaction Jll the stability 
and permanence of Britigh ru~." 

In conclusion, it may be permitted to recite the 
gracious words of the Prodamation by the KlDg 
Emperor of the 2nd Nov&iUber 1908 to the Prmces 
and Peoples of. India--" Half; century is but' a. brief 
span in your long annals, yet this half century that 
ends to-day will stand amid the floods of your his
toric ages, a fair shlIling landmark. Tbe Proclama
tion of the (hrect supremacy of the Crown, sea.led 
the ulli~y of India!l Goverament and on,ened a. Qew 
era. '1'he journe,Y was a.~llnous and the advance 
may sometimes have s,ee-med slow; but the incorpora-
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tion of many strangely di'\Wrsified ('omtnunities ~d 
of some 300,000,000 of the human ra.ce unde'Briti"sh 
guidance ~nd control has proooeded steadfastly and 
without pause. We survey our lIihours of the pas~ 
hltlf century with clear gaze and good conscience." 



AlL.rII0DlST P8ESI!, 
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