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CENSUS.* 

I. 
A few weeks ago a Circular was issued over 

the signature of the Census Commissioner with 
the Government of India, laying down certain 
instruotions for the guidance of the offioials eon­
nected with the a.pproaching census operations. 
These instructions have reference to the classifica.­
tion of Hindus. The question as to who should 
be classed as Hindus is to be decide>d. The 
Circular in question affects, according to its own 
words, "millions of people," everyone of whom 
had hitherto been regarded as Hindm;;. Probably 
no document has been issued, which involved 
such gigantic issues; no writmg, with which we 
are familiar, had for its object the decision of 
the faith of" millions of people." In the history 
of the Hindus nobody can recall a similar attempt. 
To understand the matter properly, it will be 
necessary to go back a year or two. 

In Jan)lary, 1909, the Right Honourable 
S:ved Amir Ali, President of thE91 All-India 
Moslem League, ,waited upon Lor6l Morley, the 
then Secretary df. State for India, to make cer­
tain representations on beh~lf of the Mahomt:ldan 
community of India. What tho~e demands 
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actuallY were, are known to very few in this 
country. The reply of the Secretary of State 
leads us to infer the nature of some of them. 
The following is an ex.tract from what Lord 
Morley said: " Now the first point Mr. Amir 
Ali made was upon the unfairness to the Haho 
medan community, caused by reckoning in the 
Hindu census a large multitude of men who are 
Dot entitled to be there. I cannot for many 
reasons, follow that argument. I submit that it 
is not very easy-a.nd I have gone into the ques­
tion very carefully,-to divide these lower castes 
and to classify them. Statisticia.ns would be 
liable to be charged with putting too many 
into one or the other division, wherever you like 
to draw the line. I know the force of the &rgu­
ment, and am willing to attach to it whatever 
weight it deserves. I wish some of my friends 
in this country would study the figures of whICh 
are called the lower castes.-because they wou!d 
see the enormous diffioulty and absurdity­
absurdity of applying to India the same princi­
ples that are very good guides to Uk! Westerners, 
who have been bred on the pure milk of the 
Bentharnite world--one man one vote and every 
man a vot<a That dream, by the \ray, is not 
quite realise~yet in this country, but the idea 
on insisting on a principle of ~t sort-I should 
Dot be surprised if Jlly friend here (Mr. Buchanan) 
heard something of it befOl'e he is many weeks 
older-is afsured to auybody who reflects on the 
multiplicity of the varied_ castes." Lord :Morle:v 
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ended by promising all euquiry on the subjeot. 
Pos~ibly as its result, we see the first step. ThA 
Circular is reproduced in t.he appendix and I 
have no doubt will prove interestIng reading to 
the Hindu public. 

The document has to be read many times 
over before one can g-et a olear idea as to what 
it oontains. It is very doubtful if a olose study 
of it, and that repeated. is likely to end in a clear 
oomprehension as to what it oontains and what 
it is intended for. One oan see that it takes 
many things for granted-that it suggest.s theo­
ries, that it lays down rules for guidanoe-it 
enjoins method of aotion and it deals in its own 
way with questions on sociology, dootrines and 
usage. Taken as li whole, the dooument is decided­
ly interesting, contain ins- many original things, 
and is sure to provide tood for reflection to a. 
Hindu. Still the reader will be hard put to, if 
he is asked to state in a. few words, what bearing 
its numerous and varied contents have with 
regard to one another or with regard to any 
particular issue. 

Before attempting to make a summary of the 
contents of the Circular I think I would follow 
the easier °plan of noting the main .. points that 
attract one's attention when he triesl,to go through 
the document. "The opening lines disclose the 
ground which has led to the iElSue of the Ciroular. 
A convenient passive voice has served to throw 
a thin veil to spare the blushes, ~r~8uruably of 
our Muslim brelihern. One notIoes next the 
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~ound on which 6xoelltion has been taken to 
mclude "millions of people" as Hindus who have 
been hitherto returned as suoh. Tbey are those 
U who are denied the ministrations of the Brah­
mins and are forbidden to enter Hindu temples 
and who in many cases are regarded so unclean 
that their touoh or even proximity oa~ses pollut­
ion," It is not olear whether one or all of these 
grounds combined mark th~ line of demaroation 
between Hindus and non· Hindus The next 
thin~ that we notioe is that the Census Com­
misslOner makes the statement that" there is of 
course much truth in thif:l criticism." He adds, 
however, CCthe fact that Hinduism haA no definite 
creed makes it diffioult to lay down any definite 
test as to who is alld who is not a Hindu." The 
method hitherto followed as regardH claosifioatiun 
by religion is next indicated. "Every native 
who was unable to define his creed or describe it 
~y any other name than that of soine recognized 
religion was hold to be and classed as a Hindu." 
There has been on~ exception to the above. A 
class has Leen marked as " animistic."- -the quali­
fication necessary for entry under that heading 
is "that they are certain forest and hill tribes" 
who do not claim to be Hindus. -The word 
"animistic" has not been further defined, but two 
examples havtbeen given from~hich its nature 
may be inferred, and for which I would refer the 
·reader to the circular. The next sentence 
deserves careiul study-It what seems to be needed 
is an examination of the position of every doubt-
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flIl caste and the pr~pa.ration of an estimate, 
bas~d on the caste statIstics, of the number of 
persons, classed as Hindus for want of a better 
name, who cannot properly be regarded as such. 
The question is what standard can be taken for 
the purpose of framing such an estimate" I 
would ask the reatler to read it more than OncA 

to grasp the sense and to retain it in his mind. 
We next learn that " Hinduism is not a que8~ 

tion of belief." According to the Census Com­
missioner "when it (a tribe) has obtained a. 
recognised position in the Hindu social system, 
it is admitted to Hindu temples and enjoys the 
ministrations of the Brahmins. There is no 
longer any question <)f its being a Hindu tribe," 
" But," the Census Commissioner goes on saying. 
"there is an extensive debatable ground" 
occupied hy the communities (tribes 1) with 
whom we are now concernpo. He is prepared to 
accept as final.the opinion of the Brahmans as 
to whether the doubtful group (tribes? com­
munities 1) are Hindus or not. Evidently there 
are difficulties in the way. Therefore he con­
cludes that" it would be better to lay down some 
definite standard, and the object of the presen1 
communicat,ion is to pave the way for a decision 
as to what that s~ndard shou1d b~" In accord­
ance with" the -above the concluding paragrapl 
gives a number of test'! which might ~be app1ied 
and the Census Com.mist'lioner " will' be glad t. 
"know which of them is regardedt by the bes 
opinion in each provin&, etc., as the most decisiv 
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or whether there are any 'Others which should be 
substituted for them." For the last I wotlld 
refer the reader to the Circular p"rinted elsewhere. 

It will not be fair to draw any conclusion as 
to the nature of the Circular from the above 
isolated extracts. I have mainly picked out 
those parts whICh at first sight invite one's atten­
tion. It remains only to be noted that the com­
munication is evidently intended for the officials 
concerned in the next eensus operations, and so 
far as I know neither the HIndu Press nor any 
recognized Hindu .A .. sl'lociation, nor the Hindu 
public at large, has received any official intimatwn 
of its ('ontents. 



II. 
Probably the first question that will occur to 

a Hindu when he reads the Circular, issued by 
the Census Commissioner with the Government 
of India, will be to a~k as to the purpose such an 
investigation is likely, to serve. Why has 
such an enquiry been found to be necessary! 
So far as he !'emembers, no such question has 
Bver arisen-no one among the Hindus has ever 
asked such a question-none has pressed for its 
solution. As things are and as they have 
always been, it, is the most unlikely question that 
can ever occur to a Hindu. What has taken 
place lately that has made it necessary to draw 
a strict line among those that had hitherto been 
known and classed as Hindus? He cannot be 
blind to the fact that such a procedure can have 
hut one possible result. It will l"rell,k into two 
communities those that hitherto have bE:len re­
garded as one. What is going to happen next,­
where is this going to end 1 

There are other questions that he will ask,­
What injury is it likely to do anybody if the 
system that-has hitherto been. found b,armless be 
.allowed to continue 1 If any speclal benefit is 
to be conferred.o~ any particular section of the 
people-or on any partinular religious community 
-it can certainly be done without attempting 
apy such eleavagB. Instances of spatial help to 
.a particular class are f~rly common. Take the 
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question of education. There is provision for 
special help for the MahomedaB8. Ther: is 
sImilar provision for oertain -.elasses among the 
Hindus. I t has never been found necessary to 
call the last non-Hindus. 

If it is the MahQmeda.ns who are the rea.l 
objectors to the existing classification and if it is 
that such an enquiry has been set on foot on 
account of their representation, the matter be­
comes still more inexplicable. It i~ to be pre­
sumed that the Mahom€dans com plain of tke 
present system of classification on account of the 
fact-real or imaginary that it means loss in some 
sha.pe or other to their community. The 'nere 
fact that certain men are called Hindus cannot 
mean any loss to them or be a bubject of any 
grievance. It is sate to assume that it is not on 
the score of doctrinal, ~rounds that they raise 
any objection. That a MaJlornedan in these days 
has any special disability on account of his Faith 
as compared with the Hindus will be strange 
news to many. But whatever grievance he may 
have on such a ground-supposing there is the 
slightest reason for entertaining such an idea­
surely such grievance can be remed~ed without 
making an \:ttempt to split those who hltve been 
hitherto clas~d as Hindus int~ two separate and 
and distinct communities: • 

It may be that a certain group of persons 
have expressed their desire to separate themselveR 
from the ~t of the Hindus. The Circular of 
the Census Comissioner ~oes not reveal-. the exis-



[ 9 ] 

tence of any such bOdY. The forma.tion of 
Soc!ety, Connexion or Church is fairly common 
among the Protestants, but the seoeders do not 
dissooiate themselves from Christianity. They 
form new sects but they are not classed as non­
Christians. Using the word Religion as under­
stood b'y Europeans and taking it to be the basis 
of the mtended cleavage, what is this talk about 
Hindua and non-Hindus ~ 

It is altogether a .new situation that the 
Hindus have been caned upou to face. Look at 
the communicatIOn from whatever point of view, 
it has a most disquieting appearance. It has a. 
suspicious resemblance to what we are familiar 
as writs :-" Whereas complaints have reached 
the undersigned that you so and ~ (Hindu com­
luunity) have done such and such things-to wit 
-have tried to pass for what you are not, and 
whereas it appears to the uudersigned that there 
are substantial grounds for ~uch a complaint., you 
so and so (Hindu community) are hereby directed 
to Elhow cause within so many days, why you so and 
so (Hindu community) should not be sawna' asun­
der." Issue of such a writ at leaRt in such terms 
will be unusual for an English Court of Law, 
but that is what the Cir(;ular of the Census 
Commissioner wiih the Govprn~nt of India 
practically mean! to us. More than one step 
has already been taken against the hapless COffi-

1'Jlunity. Compla.ints have been lodEed against 
it, the Magistrate has expre~sed his ~pinion that 
41 there ii of course m&ch truth" in them-and' 
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finally a writ has been isst!ed. We do not know 
the precise nature or ground of the complMnt. 
We reooi\Ted no intimation when such a complaint 
was 10dgeQ.,-none when it wa'§ hea.rd. 'those 
chapters are closed,--they are settled facts. The 
first notice we receive is this writ. The only 
thing left for Uij is to show cause. 

Let us return to the text of thA Circular. 
The concluding lines of para 4 run as follows:­
"It would be better to Jay down sobe definite 
standard, and the object of the present communi­
<}ation is to pave the way for a decision as to 
what that standard should be." The "standard" 
is to decide whether certain communities occupy­
ing "an extensive debatable ground" are to be 
~lled Hindus or not. To decido on such a 
standard certain tests have been prepared and 
"'the best opinion in each province, etc," is to 
pronounce as to which ot them is "the most 
decisive." One get., a bit mixed up with this 
'test' and 'standard.' The writer of the Circular 
is sure of his ground when he calls some people 
Hindus.. There are in his own mind oertain tests 
which are quite decisive on the point. When 
.a. tribe "has obtained a recognised position in the 
Hindu (1) .social System, is admitted to Hindu 
temples and ,enjoys the ministrations of the 
Brahmins there is no longer any. quest,ion"-and 
he concludes the sentence by saying-"but there 
is an extensive debatable ground which is occupied 
by the oomllJUnities with whom we are now con­
cerned." It is not easy te trace the connection 
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between these two parts' of the sentence. Why 
does he take it for granted and call it "debatable 
ground~" The next sentence does not bring 
much help. "Some more definite test is neces­
sary" Test for what? I must express my inabi­
lity to make out clearly what the writer had in 
his mind, and I think tn •• t!t of my readers will be 
of the same opinion. There is one statement, 
however, which is perfectly elMr. "A simple 
plan would be to accept a.s final the opinion of the 
Brahmans as whether the doubtful (1) groups are 
Hindus or not." 

On the other hand, the Cen"lus Commissioner 
is to a ('ertain ex.tent clenr in his mind as to who 
"are not Hiudus at alL" These' "who are denied 
the ministrations of the Brahman~ and are for· 
bidden to enter Hindu temples and who in many 
cases are regarded as Se) unclean that their proxi­
mity causes pollution." The 'tests' given at th~ 
end furnish some clue by inference as to the at­
tttude of the mind of the writer as regards the 
distinction between a Hindu and a non-Hindu. 
I t is to be deeply regretted that the wording of 
so important a Circular could leave so much to 
be desired in the way of clearness and precision. 



III. 
It is unfortuna.te that, the Circular is not 

more clearly worded. To say that it is intended 
"to pave the way for the decision as to what that 
standard should be," which presumably is to 
differintiate a Hindu from a non-Hindu, is to 
further prolong the questjons. Supposing a suf­
ficient number of replies is ('ol1ected, who is to 
weigh and sift them-who is to appraise their 
worth-who is to lay down the fiual law ~ Are 
we on the eve of another Council of Trent? 
Hardly, I should say. The students of Church 
History know that this Council was called by 
Po:ee Paul 11 in 1545, sat for 18 years FI,nd Was 
finally dissolved in 1563 by Pope Pius IV. It 
was called at the instance of The Most Christian 
King Francis I and Emperqr Charles V-Head 
of the Holy Roman Empirfj. The Council decid­
ed the doctrines of the Church of Rome and its 
decisions were reduced to a creed to which all 
ecclesiastics of the Church of Rome subscribe to 
this day. We all know that when the 42 Articles 
of Faith of the Church of England were fir.at 
drawn u~, "questions relating t; them wefa­
given about'lio many BiBhops.and Divines, who 
gave in their several answers, ~hich were collect­
ed and examined very minutely. All sides had 
a free and a fair hearing before conclusions were 

,made" Crlnmer, however, always maintained 
that the Articles H-Iere bis doin~." 1 t is 
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({imoult, however, to fit ill tho present case wi~h 
the Qabove. One gets mIxed up with Lord 
Morley, the Right Hon'ble Syed Amir Ali and 
Cranmer, I. C. S., with. Prince Maurice and 
Pope Pius IV, and Emperor Charles, and the 
Junior Secret,ary to the Board of Revenue. 

The impressIon that, a. study of the Circular 
will leave in the minds of an average reader will 
be very likely something like thill. The Gover,n­
ment of this .:lountry intends for reasons of its 
own to devise a standard-as it is called-by 
whieh everyone calling himself a Hindu is Ito be 
te~ted. Those who corne up to that standard 
are to be classed a~ Hindus and those who fail to 
do so will be put dOWIl as non-Hindus There 
are persons in its opinion who do not stand in 
any need of being melt~ured by this standard. 
Their Hmduism iR not a subject of question. 
They come up to the Government standl\rd. 
There are however, ,wcording to it, "ruiJJinns of 
men" who stand on what the Government calls 
"debatable ground" whose claims to be consider­
ed as Hindus, the Go\'ernment has reasons to 
doubt. It lays down certain tests, however; 
these tests in its opinion are lIkely to bring out 
the distincti<Jn that it thinks differelltiates a 
Hindu from a non-Hindu. These tet!ts are to be 
utilised by the ofl:l.Ji'als in the next census opera­
tions. In plain words, the question is, who is a 
Hindu and who.is a non-Hindu, or which comes 
to the same thing, what is Hinduism 1.If we can 
give a satisfactory reply"to the last question we 
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are pretty sure that thefe would be no need of 
instituting such an enquiry. But is it pOAsible 
to do 80 1 Let us try to un~rstand where the 
main difficulty lies, We that is, the Hindus 
who at present number nearly 250 millions of 
persons, are to give directly or through our 1'6 

presentatives a collective and de6nite de6nition 
of what constitutes a Hindu. That is bad 
enough-worse remains behind. We have to 
make the English, who are non-Hindus, and 
foreigners understand that de6nition. Can we 
d~ either 1 

Let us suppose we have got to deal with an 
Englishman of the cIas!! one occasionally meets 
with in this country ;-educated at a Public 
School, a graduate of a University, belonging to 
the upper middle class, fairly well read, with a 
general. if not a deep, knowledge of the general 
literature, history and religion of his own country. 
He may be taken to be tolerably familiar-if not 
in an equal degree-with the same subjects relat­
ing to other European countries. Suppose we 
try to make him und~rstand what we call 
Hinduism. and in return look to him for 
enlightenment as to what his religion-which 
we take t~ be Christianity-is. For- GUT purpose 
we will talfe him to belon~ to the Established 
Church. • 

To most Englishmen, when thinking of his 
religion, probably the particular church where he 
attended iJ! his childhood would be the central 
point of his thoughts.· No IfLnd-ma.rk is ,more 
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prominent in English st!enery than the villtqre­
ohu~h. No institution is more intimately 
connected with the home-life of an Englishman 
than the church. An Englishman of the class 
that I have selected may be said to grow up in 
the shadow of his church. With hardly any 
exertion he can recall every feature of the 
familial! place. He haa been there every Sunday 
ever since he has been big enough to accompany 
his mother. Here he was very likely Confirmed 
by the Bishop and here he partook of his first 
Communion. If he had a good voice when 
young he might have ·sung in th~ choir-his 
sister has taken a Sunday class and certainly haa 
helped in its decoration during Christmas. The 
entire Liturgy or the rituals of his Church is 
perfectly familiar to him and he can reproduce 
parts of it aa cOl'rectly as the minister in the 
pulpit. He can recognise most of the Psalms 
and Hymns. Words which would be llece~sa,ri1y 
unintelligible to us such as Litany, Collets, 
Responses, Le::lsons, bring to him memories as 
familiar as the faces of his brothrs and sistArs. 

Then, there is the minister. No figure is 
more familiar than that of the village pastor. 
No function where good is to be dor1e can be 
complete without lYm. He is alway" an honoured 
as well as a welcome guest wherever he visits, 
be it a labourer's cotta.ge or a square's Hall. To 
an Englishma.n a minister is not only an object 
of respect but of pride. In his eyes °a minister 
is an em bodiment of Chris~ian ideals. The Man8e~ 
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;ra.rSOI.,,~get Rectory or Vica.Tage is almost as well 
ltnown 8.$ the church itself. In hi$ houle an 
Englishman learns his Prayet! almost as soon 
as he learns to speak. Very few can remember 
when he first learned his Lord's Prayer. He 
is taught his little Prayers when he is in the 
lluraery. There is no English home where 
rj:l1i~ion is sooffed,-very few where it is n~glected 
Rahgion forma the bone and marrow of English 
home-life. The churoh, the Bible, the servioe, 
Prayers, Psalms, Hymns are wbnt he has bt>en 
used to all his life, Some of them may repre­
sent the outward symbols of his Faith, some 
of them may be the necessary adjuncts; but 
these he has seen and learned to respect all his 
life. These are indissolubly connected in his 
mind with religion. Some or all of them rise 
instinctively before his mind when he thinks or 
talks of religion. This holds good practicaHy 
for every Englishman. . 

An educated Englishman of the class that I 
have chosen is generally well imforrued as to 
the main outlines of the historv of his own 
Church The history of the Reformation, the 
rise and fortunes of the various sects, are well 
known te him. The names of .. Ridley and 
Cranmer, 0& Whitgift and Parker au well as 
those of Wolsey and GarditleJ' of Bonner and 
Laud, the part they took in the religious hist()!'J 
of his country, are fairly familiar to him. He 
is general1~· acquainted with the various sets of 
Articles, the several Prayer-books, their contents 
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amd theirlmtnry1 An Jiloglishman of this oJa. 
has a fair idea. of the main poillts of di:trereace 
in matters of doctrine, worship and diacipfiae 
that led to Ule formation oQf the various ])ia.. 
sentiDg hodies. 

There are thousaalds of books dealing witll 
the hietory of Chriet.ianity, and all cultcred 
En,;rlishmen are familiar with the important 
l&ndmatka. It was at the first Council or Nioea 
-DOW a Mahornedan town in the north of 
Asia Minor-that the creed WtloS formulated 
which (with some additions and alten.tiOllIl) 
-constitutes one of his present creeds. It was 
at a meeting of this Council that Ariue, the 
originator of the Arian hersey as it has aiDee 
been called, was worsted by Athanesius, th8ll a 
young man belonging to the inferior clergy­
who was dest,ined to give the name, if Dot W ~ 
the author of the Athanesia.n creed which witB 
the Apostles and Nieene, from the three Ol'eeda 
to which every minister of the Church ·of Eng­
land ha.s got to subscribe. I t was art the seoolld 
Council held at this place that the worship -of 
images was solemnly sanctioned. Leo the 
lsaUl"i8.li1 had attempted to illltroduee into 
Christian w~ship the iconoclaem, then preached 
by Islam; but the attempt failed and that tor 
good, mainly at .. he lDstanoe ()f mne the 
BYII&ntine Empre;", 80 &or &I Latin aD4i Greek 
Christianity were conoemeG. 

From the ill'igin of the Christian ~igion (as 
for ages long, ieog befure ~t) there maPa been 

2 
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questions that have agit,.ted the human milld~ 
Predestination and 1tlection, Justification by 
Faith, Justification by Work, Everlasting hlies 
and Eternal Punishment. Human Corruption, 
Original sin, Compulsion, Free Will these and 
many others, have been subjects of speculation 
to the human mind. To a Christian these sub­
jects are of peculiar interest, They constitute 
matters of doctrine that serve to di:fferintiate 
one Church from another. 

An educated Englishman has at some period 
or 'other of his 1ife made a study of all or most of 
those questions. 

There is another group of terms with whioh 
his studies have made him familiar. The words 
Church, Confessions, Communion, Connexion 
bring clear and distinct impressions to hiE! mind. 
He has only to think of the African Church, the 
Augsburg Confession, the Romish Communion 
and Lady Huntingdon's Connexion. A further 
set of terms can be drawn 'up,-Church, Chapel­
Meeting house, Convention and Tabernacle. To 
us these words do not con vey any sense of dis­
tinction. An average Englishman knows the 
differences very weH. To the above a third 
~roup may be added-Sect and J3rotherhood, 
Heresy a~d Schism, Dissent and Conformity. A 
fourth grou'!5 may also be tmentioned; Synods, 
.iEcumenical Council, General" Council, Latern 
Cc;mncil, Diet and Conference. 

Let m'B try to sum up. The question of 
creed, doctrine, worship, and discipline mainly-
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almost entirely-ronst~tute the Ecclesiastical 
History of Europe. Too History of the Chris­
tia.n ·Churoh is the history of these questions. 
Most educated Englishmen ha.ve read the history 
of their own religion. When he tries to study the 
religion of any other country his ideas naturally 
group round these questions. 



IV. 
Up to the present I have --tried to gl1ess th& 

mental attitude of an Englishman towa.rds re· 
ligion as it is formed, by his home surroundings 
and by the study of the history of his own Faith. 
I 'Would like to pursue the subject a httle further. 

. We can get a. fair idea of the trend of the 
religious mind of England from its legislations. 
We can see from the various enactments what 
a.re the points that furnish subjects of conte-n­
tioJl, what they consider essential questions of 
religion and what is the opinion of' the people 
rega.rding the most prominent of' them. .1 can 
not do better than take the period of the Re­
formation All Englishmen are familiar with its 
history. It may give us a clue to the working 
of an Englishman's mind when he talks or 
.thinks about what he calls ,Religion. 

Most of us have read at some time or other 
wmething about the English Reformation, and 
we are a.cquainted with the main fa.cts in a sort 
of way. I mean to deal with only the enact­
ments tl;tat were passed about this time. It is 
necessary to remind my readers tllat we must 
make a. distinction between two sets of laws, 

,one Ecclesiastical passed by Eqcleaiastical Courts 
'binding only on tho Clergy, anlf the other ordi­
nary Parliamentary enactments passed by Par­
liament and thus become the law of the land 
obligatory dn the people of the country. 
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ihe firSt formal Aot of Reformation was paaaed 
in 1536 in the reign of Henry VIII. It WM the 
Convoca.tion or the Ecclesiastical CC'»urt that 
passed it. It is known as the 10 Articles. That 
lB, the Ecclesiastical Court of England decided 
.on 1 () Articles of Fait,h and directed that these 
Articles were to be adopted by the Clergy of 
the English Courch. They had the counten­
ance of the King, but as Parliamant had not 
passed them, they had not the fOlee of what 
we call the law of the land. Still, it is Dot to 
be taken for granted that people disregarding 
any of the pre8cribed Articles were left free to 
ventilate their opinion. The 10 Articles dealt 
with questions of creed t\nd dootrine. One of 
the Articles prescribed, maintained the dootrine 
of Transubstantiation. A luckless individual, 
John Lambert by name, expres1'Ied a different 
opinion and was called upon to accouut for his 
conduct. He appealed to the King who, we 
are told, held personally a theological discussion 
with him. It is on record that the Sovereign 
successfully maintained the soundness of the 
doctrine and Lambert was duly burned. I need 
hardly remi!ld my readers that the floctriue in 
question has been given up long ~iDce by the 
Church of Eng:La.3d. The central fact to be 
borne in mind is that a body of clergymen drew 
up a set of ordinances regarding the oreed and 
doctrines of the Christian Religion to'be followed 
by the .clergy t and by illference, by the people 
of the cuuntry. The King, the head of the 
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Oivil authority, held the same view as· the 
Eocleaiastical authorities. , 

Three years later, another Act was passed, 
known as 6 Articles. This time it was A. Parlia­
mentary act. This was passed at the in­
stance of the King. As a law of the reftlm its 
provisions were binding on every subject of 
the Crown. These 6 Articles 'were muinly the 
same as the previous 10 Articles, dealing chiefly 
with Christian doctrines and religious usages 
based on suct doctrines. As a law it had to be 
obeyed. The renalty for disobedience in 1 he 
case of some 0 the doctrines was "immediate 
death." In the case of others the punishment 
was reserved for a repetition of tha first offAnce. 

III 1541, the Bible which was translated by 
Tyndal into English, was by the order of the 
King reprinted and directed to be placed in 
Churches su that all who chose could read it. In 
1543, by an Act of Parliament, "Tyndal's trans­
lation of the BiLle was prohibited." The Act 
further limited the reading of the Bible to heads 
of families. 

King Edward VI., son of King Henry VIII., 
succ!eeded tlis father in 1547. In th~ same year 
the Parliamell.t repealed the 6 Articles. 

In 1549 the EcclesiasticlI. Court prepared 
the Liturgy, that is, the rituals, or forms and 
ceremonies to be follow~d in worship by the 
English pebple. This was only binding on the 
Clergy. But an Aot of Uniformity was passed 
by Pa.rliament oompelling the adoptiQn of the 
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Lit1l!'gy by the people. The pena.lty for non. 
obedience, commencinO' witb burning, embraoed 
most of the recognised items of religious persecu· 
tion. It is to be mentioned here, tha.t thilil 
Liturgy also has sinoe then undergone many modi· 
fications. This Act of Uniformity concerned itself 
mainly with two things. it enjoined the form 01 
worship to be followed by every Christia.n subject 

·of the King, and it demanded that every clergy. 
man :should take the oath of Supre~acy, that is 
acknowledge the Sovereign to be not only the 
Civil but also the Ecclesiastical head of the country. 

The Act d6R.lt with the furm of worship and 
the supremacy of the Sovereign-what about the 
creed and the doctrines of the Church 1 In 1551 
a commission of Bishops with Archbishop Cran­
mer prepared the 42 Articles. "They were 
founded on the fundamental A rticle of the 
Reformation, that the Whole doctrines of the 
Christian religion are contained in the Scrip­
tures." The Articles defined not only the creed 
and the doctrines of the Church but its relation 
with the people and with the State as well as 
rules for its internal discipline. l'his was not an 
Act of Par1iament, but these Articles were 
issued by Royal authority. Jurists are com­
petent to djstinguis~ the distinction, but rracti­
cally they had all the force of an Act. may 
add that th~ 4~ A rticles of Faith of the English 
Church were almost a reproduction of the celebra­
ted Augsburg ConfessiOfl, and they were drawn 
up mainly with the help of foreign divines. 
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In 1553 King Edward died and wa.s luco~eded 1>, Queen Mary. The needle turned round. The 
En~i8h Parliament repealed an the Acts of the 
previous reign. The chief Ecclesiastical Court, 
tfJ.e Convocation, framed a fresh series of doctrine~ 
for the English people. Most obeyed, a. few dtr 
murred. Of the latter 270 were burned. 

. Queen Mary died itl 1558 and was sucoeeded 
by Queen Elizabeth. Things ht\.d to undergo 
again a change. Another Act of Uniformity 
was passed ill 1558. Hitherto the difference lay 
between the Roman Catholics and the Protestants. 
A split now appeared among the latter. For our 
purpose the subject has got particular interest. 

The persecutions during Queen Mary's reign 
had driven many Englishmen to seek refuge in 
the Continent. Basle, Zurich, Geneva, Frank­
fort furnished asylum to the greater number. 
There they came under the influence of the 
Continental Reformers,-notably of Zwingle and 
Ca.lvin. At Frankfort, John Knox a follower of 
Calvin was their pastor. When Elizabeth ca.me 
to the throne many of them returned to their 
native oountry in the expectation of liberty to 
{oliow thev- own conscience. They bad imbibed 
the simplIoity of the worship they had seen in 
the Continent. On many poi.ts of doctrine they 
held views different from those of the native 
English Clergy. In their dress as ministers, 
ceremonies .a.nd worship they ma.intained a 
difference. They bad seen forms of Church 
Government different ~rom Episcopacy, which 
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w&s,the prevailing Engl~sh s'yf:tem. Maay of the­
English Clergy sharea their views. The result 
w~ friction between the Government Church, 
8.$ we would call it, and the Clergy with the new 
notions. Many of the latter held meetings to 
discuss their grieva.nces and exchange views. 
These ProphesyinlJ8, aa they were called, were 
suppressed. In 1566 the first secession of 
Protestants from their parent Church took place, 
and ever since there has been a number of sects 
and denominations who refuse to cOQform partly 
or wholly to the Ecclesiastical ordinances of the 
Government or as it is called the Established 
Church, I would close this part of the subjeot, 
mentioning however that the Toleration Act in the 
reign of William and Mar.r. brought partial relief to 
the Non-conformists and It was not until 1829 that 
the Roman Catholic Relief Bill fina11y removed 
the hardships that the English ROIDR.n Catholies 
had suffered for nearly three hundred years. 

The rise of this party necessitated act.ivity 
on the part of the English Government. They 
had in 1562 formulated a fresh series of Articles, 
this time 38 in number, for the ~uidance of the 
Clergy. 11\ 1571 another ArtICle was added at 
the instance of Archbishop Parker. ~n Act or 
Parliament was ~sed in the samlt year, making 
subscription to t1ie Articles obligatory on every 
clergyman belonginl; to the Church of England. 
This is the law to thts day. ' 

J~t 118 try to realise what lies a\ the root or 
these differences. CreJ, doctrine, form of wor~ 
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'Ship, Church Government, the relations of the 
Church with the State practloally represent the 
main points of difference. Whetner it is between 
the Protestant Church and the Roman Catholic 
Church, or between the Church of England and 
thE! Nonconformists, these five subjects singly or 
'Combined furnish the bone of contention. To a 
Christian, especially to the English Christians, 
these five subjects constitute the materials out 
-of which he constructs his idea of religion. 

There is another 'series of facts of even greater 
interest that stands out from the short summary 
of the main enactments passed during the Re­
formation. We see a Central Civil authority in 
the person of the Sovereign with his CouOfliJ and 
the Parliament, a Central Ecclesiastical authority 
reprflsented by a Supreme Eccle&iastical Court 
and a Hierarchy of Church dignitaries and finally 
the people of the country-'-the laity. The Ec­
clesiastical Court lays down the Articles of Faith 
for the people, their creed, the doctrines they are 
to believe, the method of worship t~ be followed, 
the views that are to be taken regarding spiri­
tual and speCUlative questions. They advise the 
Sovereign,. the Supreme central autJb.t)rity. as to 
what ip one ",ord, the religion (in the eense the 
Christians call it) of the pedf>~ should he. In 
,some cases the Sovereign did not need any adyice; 
he initiated the changes himself. The king is­
..sued orders himself or throu~h the Parliament 
.and the people got t~ir reJigion. If they de­
murred to accept it they were punished. 



V. 

I f it falls to my lot to try to convinoe any~ 
body on any debatable point, one of the neceF4sary 
equipments with which both of UR IOny be expect­
ed to be provided is a knowledge of the language 
which we both understand. J n the present 
instaH<:e, this is the firl:!t and the greatost diffi­
culty that we have got to contend with. I do not 
refer to our want of 8uffieieIJt knowledge of the 
English language. This is unavDidable. We 
may reasoniibly hope that the superior intelli­
gence of the greatSah eblogue.· would compensate 
for that deficiency. But there is a more serious 
difficulty. Thei; thoughts have been trained to 
run in a certain groove. The word 'religion' is 
conp]ed in their minds with cel'taill clearly-defined 
associations. The possibility of the exil:jtenoe of 
any other forlll of human faith other than that 
of their own, would not be very likely denied by 
most respectable Christians. They are geuerally 
grouped under the generic terms of Paganism, 
Heathenism, Fetish worship and Idolatry. 
Supersition ~ the common name he W used to 
assign to the whole lot. • 

We also in OUi eWtl way have a sort of idea 
as to what Hinduism is. It would be strange 
if we had not-seeing that we call ourselves 
Hindus. The diffi(lulty is how to tr&t1s1ate our 
thoughts to make 8· Chri¥ian understand what 
we mean. 
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Let us have a look at our respective ,"ssets. 
We have learned that Dharmq is Religion, Ptljah 
is worship, Pratima-Idol or aod (indifferently) 
Devata-ditto, Punya is virtue, Pap is sin Karma 
is action, ni-am is Rule SlIJarga, is Heaven, 
Na.'I'ak is Hell, Janmantar is Transmigr~tion of 
sClmi Shastra, a book of religion and Nayadarshan 
-Logical Philosophy. Of course, we know that 
apple is Atha and a Tepa1'i gooseberry. I was 
once told i,hat a Rath is It wooden church. 

A Saheb cannot be expected to be behind­
hand in his knowledge. Most well-informed 
Englishmen can give the main tenets of the 
religion of the Hindus. They are J;3rahmins~ 
castes, gods and J aggarnath car. One sees them 
all in the letter, issued by the Census Commis­
sioner with the Government of India. He will 
miss' the car, but will find compensation. 

With such mental equipments on both sides 
we have got to define what Hinduism is so that 
the great ~ahebs may understand. Two dumb 
individuals, one with a pack of cards and the 
other with the figures of chess, trying to make 
each. othElr understand the nature of their respec­
tive game~ will have an easier time.of it. 

Probamy it may facilitate matt.erB if we 
approach the-question from a .different point of 
view. Suppose we ask .the tnglishman with 
whom we have been hithertu dealing, as to what 
Christianity. is-if any complaint has ever been 
made in his country ~hat tq.e census returns of 
Cliristians are misleading on the grou~d that 
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they include miltioDs of people who are not really: 
ChristiaIl8 at all ; if there is any debatable grouu{i 
in his- country occupied by these people; tbli 
nature of the test in his country a.ooepted &s final, 
which seems to decide whether such people '&rs 
-or are not Christians; whether in his country a 
group is re~arded at on~ place as Christians and 
not in any other place; and whether it has beet'! 
found desirable to lay down some definite stan­
-dard, and has any oommunication been ever issued 
by the Census Commissioner with the Govern .. 
ment of England with a. view to pave the way 
for the decision as to wha.t that standard should 
be. L.,et us try to form a guess as to what hiB 
reply is likely to be. 

An Ecclesiastic of the Church of Rome has to 
Slllbscribe to the following doctrines :-

1. I most, firmly admit and reoeive the 
ApostolicaJ. and Ecolesiastical traditions and all 
other observanoes and constitutionli of thl'l church • 

.2. J admit also the sacred Soriptures aocord 
in~ to that sense which holy mother Church, to 
whom it appertains to judge of'the true meaning 
and interpretation of the s!l.cred Scriptures, hath 
holden and still holds: nor will I ever receive 
and interpret thew otherwise tha.n a.coording to 
the unanimou~ consent of the Fathers. ., 

3. I profess likiwise that there STe truly and 
properly seven s8.(framenw of the new la.w. insti. 
t.uted by,()ur Lord Jesus Christ, a.nd neoessq,ry for 
th'S salvation of maftkind, though not aU of them 
to everyone; nam-ely, Baptism, Cohfirmation, 
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the Eucharist, Penance, Extreme Unction, 
Orders and Matrimony, and that they confer 
Grace, and that of these sacraments Baptism, 
Copnrmation and Orders ca;ii'ftot be repeated 
without sacrilege. I receive a)$o and admit the 
received and approved rites of the Catholic 
Church, in the solemn administration of all the 
aforeeaid sacraments. 

4. I embrace and receive all things and 
everything which have been defined and declared 
by the holy Council of Trent, conoerning Ori~i. 
nal Sin and Justification. 

5. Further I profess that in the mass is 
offered unto God a. true, pruper and propitiatory 
sacrifice for the living and tbe dead; and that in 
the most holy sacrament of the Eucharist th'3re 
is really, truly and substantially the body and 
blood, together with the soul and divinity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and that a con version is made 
of the whole substance of the wine into his blood ; 
which conversion the Catholic Church calls 
Transubstantiation. 

6, I confess also that under one kin.d only 
is received the whole and entire Christ, and the 
true sacrament. . 

7. I strenuously maintain tha.t there is a 
Purgator3", and that the souls detained th~re are 
assisted by the prayers of th; faithful. 

8. Likewise that the saibts, who reign to­
rther with Christ, are to be venerated and 
Ulvoked, and that they offer prayers for us to 
God. and that their relics are to be venerated. 
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9. I most firmly declare that the images or 
Ohrist, and of the ever-Vitgin, mother of God, 
as 31sb of the other saints, are to be had and 
retained, and \hat due honour and veneration are 
to he shown to them. 

10.· I affirm also, that the power of Indulgence 
was left by Christ, in his Church, and that the 
UUI of them is very salutary to Christian peo~. 

11. I acknowledge the Holy Catbolic and 
A~st01ic Church of Rome to be the mother and 
mistress of all Churches, and 1 promilie and 
swear true obedience to the Roman Pontiff, 
successor to the prince of the Apostles St. Peter. 
and the Vicegerent of Jesus Christ. 

12. Further I do, without doubt, receive 
and profess all things which have been delivered~ 
defined and declared by the saered canons and 
.Mcumenioal councils, especially by the holy 
Council of Trent and all things contrary there­
unto, and all heresies of whatsoever kind, which 
have been condemned, rejected and anatheml:l.tized 
by the church, I in like manner Condemn, reject 
and anathematize. 

"This true Catholic fai.th, out of which no 
one can be saved, which I by these presents I 
profess and verily hold IN. N. do promise, vow 
and swear most firmly to keep and Qf)nfess (by 
God's help) entire and inVlOlatet to the last 
brea.th of my lif~atd that I wiH take care, as far 
as- in me lies, that the sarna be holded, kept and 
preached by all who are subject to my control or 
who are connected with my charge. 
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So help me God and these the holy GospellJ 
of God."~"?~Q -

Everyone: of these dootrine. is based, accord­
ing LO the Roman Catholies, on-irrefutable Scrip­
~ural proofs. Millions of Christiana have Buffered 
for holding 'Of denying everyone of these doct­
rines. Those days are gone by. A Roma.n 
Catholic priest will give them this most rigid 
adhesion aoo they will be as warmly denied by 
every Protestant minister. As facts are, a etmdi­
date for Orders in the Churoh of England has 
got to deolare ~his adherence to a very differeftt 
set of dootrines. 



VI. 
I ave got before me a list of Articles t<l 

which every Ecclesiastic belonging to the Ohurch 
of England has got to subsoribe before he oan bE' 
ordained. I am sorry I cannot reproduoe them, 
they will take too much space. The study of a 
difi'erent Faith is always intereRting; at present. 
it is of special value to us. These Articles throw 
consIderable light on the mental attitude of 
Englishrn,m,-the bulk of them belong to the 
Churoh of England-and help us to realise what 
an Englishman understands when he speaks of 
Religi<m and what he associates it with. I will 
give the headi-qgs of \::ach Article. 

The first t,reats, "Of Faith in the Trinity" ; the 
second, "Of the word of Son of God whioh was 
ffiltde very man" ; the third, "Of the guing down 
of Christ into Hell" ; the fourth, "Of the Resur .. 
rection of Ohrist"; the fifth, "Of the Holy 
Ghost"; the sixth, "Of the suffioienoy of Holy 
Scriptures for salvation," the seventh, "Of the 
Old Testament"; the eighth, "Of the Three 
oreeds"; the ninth, "Of Original or birth sin" ; 
the tenth, "Of Free Will "; the eleveft.th, "Of 
the Justification of man "; the twelftlt, "Of Good 
worws" ; the thirteerttth, "Of Works before Justi­
fication " ; the f0.urteenth " Of works of Superero­
gation ;" the fif$eentb, "Of Christ alone without 
lin'·; tha sixteenth, U Of sin after Baptism", artiole 
seventeenth, "Of Predestin'tion and election;" 
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article eighteenth, "Of "obtaining eternal Salva­
tion only by the name of Christ" ; article' nine­
teenth, "Of the Church"; a.rtiele~twe!ltieth, 41 Of 
the authority of the Church"; a.rticle twenty­
first, u Of the authority of General Councils" ; 
,article twenty-seoond, U Of Purgatory"; article 
twenty-third, "Of ministering in th~ Mngrega­
tion "; article twenty-fourth, " Of speaking in the 
congrega.tion in such a tongue as the people 
understandeth"; f;Lrticle twenty-fifth, "Of the 
Sacraments"; art.icle twenty-sixth, "Of the Un­
worthiness of the ministers which hinders not 
the effect of the Sacraments," article twenty­
seventh, "Of Baptism"; artiole twenty-eighth, "Of 
the Lord's Supper"; article twenty-ninth "Of the 
wicked which eat not the Body oj Christ in the 
use of the Lord's Supper" ; article thirtieth, "Of 
Both Kinds"; article thirty-first, "Of the one 
oblation of Christ finished upon the cross"; 
article thirty-secund, "Of the marriage of priests." 
article thirty-third, "Of excommunicated persons 
-how they are to be avoided"; article thirty­
fourth "Of the Traditions of the Church;" article 
thirty-fifth, "Of the "Homilies"; article thirty­
aixth, "Of consecration of Bishops and ministers" ; 
article thirt;r-seventh "Of Civil -MagifitrateSj" 
article thirty-eighth. "Of Ciristian men's goods 
whioh are not common"; article thirty-ninth, 
"Of a Christian man's oath." 

Mere ~numeration of the difterent subjeots is 
not likely to leave any clear impression on the 
mind of the reader. 0 I better quote a summ.ary 
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of their oontents as given- by the divine from 
whose -pages they have been taken. cc1.'he firet 
five treat of the doctrine of the Trinity; the 
three following establish the rule of Christia.n 
Faith; from the ninth to the ei~hteen"h inolusive 
the;r bear referenoe to Christians oonsidered as 
individuals; and thence to the end they relate to 
Christians oonsidered as members nf a Churoh or 
religious SooiE.ty. They are intended not only to 
declare positive dootrines, but also to refute ac­
knowledged heresies, espeoially the errors and 
oorruptions of the Churoh of Rome." The 
Artioles themselves are generally short para.­
grll.phs. olear and definite, and admit of very 
little doubt, as to their meaning- and signifi­
oanoe. Englishmen belonging to the Churoh of 
England profess their absolute adhesion to these 
Articled. As in the case of the dootrines of the 
Roman Catholic Church, all the Artwles of Faith 
'Of the Church of England are acoording to its 
ministers ba.sed on ex.tensive and irrefutable Sorip­
tural proofs. 

In the year 1829 the Roman Catholio Relief 
Bill, as mentioned bE;lfore, was passed. It removed 

_all the civil disabilities that the members of 
the Romish C&mmunion ha.d suffered dufIng the 
preoeding three centvri~s. The En21ish p~ple 
were averse to the ~a.ssing of the Bill, a.nd it was 
mainly through the influence of the I Duke of 
Wellington in the House of Lords and of Sir 
Robert Peel in the Lower House that the Bill 
passed. The Duke of York: Heir to the throne 
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had protested against it. Lord Eldon the 
ChaQoellor declared his opinion tha.t if ftle Bill 
paned u the sun of England \\'ill set for ever." 
N othin~ very serious happened, however, when 
the Bill became law. 

Some years later, that is, about the middle ot 
the lut oentury, there took place what looked 
like a Roman revival in England. Two hundred 
ministers of the Established Church reverted to 
the original fa.ith. "The Pope consecrated Dr. 
Wiseman, Ca.rdinal Archbishop of We8tminister.~ 
Roman Catholic Cathedrals were built at dnr~fent 
places and the Roman Pontiff assumed prero­
gatives that had not been heard of in England for 
three hundred years. The English people too'k 
alarm; and many of the scenes of the "no Popery" 
days were reproduced The result, was the p&88ing 
of the Ecclesiastical Titles Bill, which defined 
the rights of the Pope in ~he British dominions. 

Excepting on occasions lik9 these, there has 
been soarcely any friction in the last hundred 
years between the two com.munities, a.nd an 
outsider would never think that there was any 
difference between the twu Churches. All the 
same, no minister of the English Church would_, 
ever think of admitting any of the Roman 
Catholio d<Jotrines, nor wiij a Roman Catholic 
priest ever dream of adopting-the ArtIcles of the 
Church of England. As a matter of fact, no 
Roman Oatholic-I mean among laymen and not 
priests-will ever attend the worship or & 

Protestant Church. • If he is found at suoh a 
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plaoe he inoU1'8 serious penalty. 
Di~ded as the Protestant and Rotnan 

Catholio Churches are in their views re~arding 
almost every dootrine that is aSiooiated wIth the 
na.me of Christianity, there is at lea.st one dbotrine 
in which both the Churohes agree. Both of them 
believe that the Holy Ghost proceeded equally 
from the Father and the Son. {'he Greek Churoh 
holds that the Holy Ghost prooeed~d from the 
Father alone. The gravity of the distinction 
wBl not be apparent to my Hindu readers; bub 
it praotically unsettles the whole question of 
Trmity on whioh Christianity is based. The true 
significanoe of "Holy Ghost" has always exeroised 
the minds of non-Christians.-I may say that 
among Christians the idea about it is not quite 
olear. "By the Holy Ghost is meant either the 
Spiri~ or Inspiration, shed forth at Pentecost on 
the 'Apostles, and on others, or that inward 
assistance, whereby men's minds are ohang~ 
and renewed." '-

If the Protestants unite with the Roman 
Catholics in differing from the Greek Church on 
such a vital point, they agree with the last Church 
against the Roman Catholios as regards a not 
'less importan, question. The Roman natholic 
Church enjoins, as we have seen, seven,acraments, 
while the two otl~e's lay down two. What is a 
sacrament 1-with our ready inaccuracy we have 
translated it as sanslcar. Let me give the 
meaning, as understood by Christians. "They 
are perm.a.nent federal rite4 by whioh Christians 
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bind themselves to th& Captain of their q.}vation, 
-being instituted by Christ himself to 'anite U8 

to Him." Whatevr they may be they are 
not 8anilcar-. 

InStanoes like these can be multiplied without 
end. There is an inexhaustible literature on thb 
8ubject, and the curious will be struck with the 
endless difterenceA that characterise the three 
Churches. If pressed, every item that can be 
oonnected with the creed, dootrine, worship, or 
disoipline associated with the name of Ohl'istlanity 
may be made the subject of a triangular duel 
Yet the followers of all these Churches go by the 
oommon name of Christians, call eaoh ether 
Christians and live peacefully together as all 
good Ohristians are supposed to do. Roughly 
~peaking, there are one hundred and sixty million 
Protestants, two hundred and twenty five million 
Catholios, and ninety millinnA belong to the 
Greek Churoh. 



VII. 

Let us look ali one of the Ohurohes a little 
more in detail. I t is natural that we should take 
the Protestant Church. We were talking about 
the sacraments. Probahly the most solemn 
rite of the Chri~tia.n Church is the celebration of 
the Lord's Supper. A {olJower of a different 
Faith feels a. natural hesitation in talking of & 

oeremony held sacred for hundreds of years by 
millions of people. The mere thought that the 
subject may be unconsoiously handled in a. way 
that may suggest anything in the way of a jarring 
note to those who hold it sacred, considerably 
increases the hesitation. I shall confine myself, 
therefore, so far as I can, to Christian sources. 
According to the Christian belief, J asus Christ. 
partook of a Supper with his disciples on the 
night before his death. The following extracts 
from the Bible will explain :_H And he took 
bread, and gave thanks, and broke it, and gave 
unto them-saying this is my body, whicb is 
given to you; this do in remembrance of me. 
Likewise also the cup after supper, saying this 
cup is the New Testament in my blood, whioh 
is shed foa you." Luke XXII. 1~20. "~As 
often as ye eat this bread and drinf this cup, 18 
do shew the ~OI'd'8 death till he oome" 1, GM', 
XI, 26. 

I have given elsewhere the doctrine of the 
Roman Church on the subject. I will reproduoe 
it he~. 
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" Further I profefs that in the mass is 
offered unto God a true, proper and propiGiatillg 
sacrifioe for the living and the ~a.d; a.nd that in 
the most holy sacrament of the ]}ucharist there 
is really, truly and substantially the body and 
blood, together with the soul and divinity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; and that a conversion is 
made of the whole substance of the bread into 
his body and of the whole substance of the wine 
into his blood; which conversion the Catholic 
Church calls TransubstantiatIOn." 

Commenting on the above a Protestant di~ 
vine says :-"Now, the Romanists say that the 
bread and wine, after consecration are annihilated; 
and that instead of then}, their outward appear­
&uces or accident alone remain, under which the 
real body of Christ is preseqt. Thi~ trans­
formation they attribute to miracle, perpetually 
repeated at the celebration of every ma88 through 
all ages. Of this they are so firmly convinced 
that they pay to these elements of bread and 
wine the same adoration, which they would pay 
to the real person of Jesus Christ, if he were 
visibly J?,resent. This we consider barefaced 
Idolatry. I There is no need for us to try to 
understand. the merits of the case, we. JIlay take 
it for grantep that there is an extretl)6 and ir­
reconcilable difference of opini.,!\. about the sub~ 
ject between the Roman Catholic and Protestant 
Churches. Let us see how the Protestlints fa.re 
among themselves. 

Every student of hi,tory kn&ws that during 
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the Reformation no subject caused greater excite­
menttOr created more bitter animosity than tbis 
dootrine of Transubstantiation. It was recog­
nised by the Christian world as one of their most 
fundamental doctrines. 0n one side stood the 
entire Catholic Church. On the other were 
ranged with their soanty followers. Luther and 
Melll.ncthon, Zwingle and Carlstadt. There 
were other::! besides who watched or took 
pR.rt in the uont,eat, John Calvin with hia 
brother Lambert Calvin, and Peter Martyr were 
engt1.ged in the same disputation at Geneva and 
Strasburg. The upshot of the dispute is interest­
ing study. !fhe ·Roman Catholics maintained 
their old ground and have ~tuck to it. Luther Il.lld 
Melanctholl agreed with them so far as " the 
real pres~nce of the Body and I Blood of Christ 
in the bread and wine" but denied" the mass to 
be a sacrifice" or that it ought to be worshipped 
Qr adorer!. Zwingle and Carlstadt taught "that 
the body and blood of Christ are really present 
in the Eucharist; and that the bread and wine were 
no more than external signs or S,'1mbol.rl, designed to 
excite in the minds of Ohristians the remembrance, 
the suff~rings and death of the divine Saviour, and 
of the benetits WhlCh arise from them.:':' Calvin 
differed from both and the Englis\i. Reformers 
diftered from the.Dutherans, Zwin~ilites and the 
Calvinists inasmuchas they held a sacramen_ 
to oonsist of an ou.tward or visible sign or material 
~ymbol and an inward or spiritual foroe. I don't 
Ulink any Hindu will venture to deoide the 



merits of the case ; but Qne fact is fairly a.pparent. 
If at one place there could be gathered a ~ivine 
of the Lutheran Church, a minifter of the Cal­
vinistio Church, a member of the 'Swiss Churcht 

&tld a dignitary of the English Church, all exoel­
lent Protestants, it will be found that the opinion 
of everyone of them regarding this fundamental 
doctrine of- Christianity is absolutely different 
from that of the three others. And the fact 
does not stand in the way of their regarding one 
&notLer as excellent Chrigtians. 

In the popular mind to be baptised is 
synonymous with conversion to Christianity. 
Among Christians generally a, similar idea. 
prevails, "for the baptism instituted by Christ 
mf'ltns faith or belief in the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost in whose name a person is 
baptised. And this implies a belief in the Atone­
ment of Christ, that is, in the Kingdom of God." 
A child may be born of Christian parents. but he 
is not on that account a Christian. "Except a. 
man be born again (a phrase held to be synony­
mous with Baptism) he cannot see the Kingdom 
of God." A chi1d dying unbaptised means there­
fore a serious thing. In the Church of England 
as well .8 in many other Cburoh~" a child is 
baptised SOOIl after its birt h. The tniniaters of 
the' Cburch at present perform the ceremony; 
lormerly lay people-women-even midwiv8I 
performed it. 

!lhe nature of the sacrament of Baptism it 
not regarded in the same light by all Christi •• 
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Leaving the sects of Pedobaptists,Ariaba.pliMta,. 
Catabaptists the modern Baptists practise adldt 
Baptism. There are sects of Christians, uwe 
shall see later on, which practise old-age Baptiam. t 
and some which baptise their dead. There is. 
sect which believes in baptism by fire. A non-; 
Christian may therefore be at a loss to understand 
as ' to what is the true Christian doctrine . 

. The Roman Catholics according to the Pro­
testant divines regard it as of a. nature of miracle, . 
the very act (opus operatum) always and neoe. 
sarily carries with it an inward regeneration. 

So much for the two sacraments, held essen­
tial for every Christian. 



VIII. 

The perplexity considerably -increases when 
'One I.l.ttempts to study further. What are the 
essential doctrines of a Christia.n-what consti· 
tutes Christianity 1 

Let us look to the Articles of Faith as pres­
eribed by the Church of England. We ought 
to get the help we are looking for. As quoted 
before, "the first five treat. of the doctrine of 
Trinity; the three following establish the rule of 
ChristIan Faith." 

The central pillar of Christian Religion ia 
supposed to be the belief in Trinity. I better 
quote the first Article of Faith in full. It treats 
"Of Faith in the Holy Trinity." " There is 
one living and true God everlasting without 
body, parts or passions, of Infinite power, wis­
dom and gooduess, the Maker. and Preserver of 
all things; both visible and invisible; and in the 
unity of this Godhead there be the three persons 
of one substance, power and eternity; the 
Father, the son and the Holy Ghost." We are 
not oompetent to discuss the significanee of the 
above. I <¥> not think an average Cht-is~ian ever 
tries to analysl\ or discuss its sense. There is a 
consensus of opinion among Cpristians about 
what it means. An Ecclesiastical commentator 
remarks &8 follows :-" This treats, first, of the 
existe,nce, unity and attributes of Deity; and 
seoondly, of the Trinitytin Unity." 
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Ever since Christianity ha.s appeared as a 
religion, no subject has oaused a grea.ter difter~ 
ence of opinion than the question of the person~ 
ality of its foundAr. Most of it would be unintelIi 
gible to us. The controversy between the mono· 
physites (one nature) and Catholics, the difFer­
ence between the monothelites (one will) and 
those who held the Dyothelite doctrines or the 
exact nature of the distinction that separates 
homoiousion from Homoousion, catJUot possess 
very great interest for us, for at least one reason, 
and that is, we know nothing about them. But 
it has not been the case with Christians. T.hey 
have been subjects of fierce controversies and 
sometimes of something far more serious. Joan 
Bourcher, a woman, was burnt at Smithfield in 
1550 in the reign of Edward VI for denying the 
humanity of Christ, and a year after PariSI, a 
Dutch surgeon, was burnt for denying the 
divinity of Christ. I don't think an average 
Christian troubles his head about such matters 
now. 

There is however another question which has 
never been set at rest. Is Christ a divinity or 
was he a man'~ There is a third question which 
has also not been finally answered.· Did such a 
person as Christ ever live 1 For ()ur purpose, I 
will only deal wi~.the first question. 

Is Christ a divinity 01' was he only a man t 
What is the view of Christians them solves 1 Ever 
since the beginning of Christianity this question 
has agitated the Christi!n world. The B"silidi&n, 
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the l{onarehian, the SabiUian, the Manichian (a 
«)mbination of Christian, Zoroasterian and Hindu 
doctrines), the Pauline, the Aritwt a.re some of 
the well-known heresies, as they were" oalled, of 
the early Christian Church. They differ in 
details, but all agree generally in denymg divinity 
to Christ. In the Middle Ages the same here­
:aies continued. The Cathari, (the Puritans of 
the Middle Ages,) Patarini, Albigensis and many 
-others held Pauli can or the Gnostic views. 
La.ter on, the Socinians, Budneans, Farnovians 
maintained the same doctrine. Most of these 
heresies have been named after the originator::;, 
and the followers in many cases go conSiderably 
beyGnd the founders; but there is one thing 
common to all of them and that is they deny the 
divinity of Christ. How do the English Chris­
tians fare 1 Let UR look at some of the sects. 
I will take the Irvingites first. 

The Irvingites call themse1ves the Catholic 
.and Apostolic Church. For the information of 
my readers I may mention that the term Catholic 
is assumed by many Churches besides the Roman 
Catholic. The English Churchmen call theirs 
~lso Catholic (but, of course, not Roman 
Catholic) @hurch. The founder watJ the Rev. 
Edward Irvin~ who was ordained as a Presby­
ter~ Minister. Before I gel iurther I ought 
to mention that the present as weH as the sub­
'Sequent &coounts that I have ~iven about the 
-dUferent sects has been taken trom the pages of 
~iDisteri of the English.church. I believe that 
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the descriptions are fairlJ- acourate. The Reve­
rend Ed wlM'd Irving first began hi$ pastoral lit. 
as a.n assistant at· St. George's, Glasgow. to tbe 
celebrated Scottish divine Dr. Chahnertl. In 
1827 he first promulgated his views on Chris­
titt.nity. He maintlt.in~d that HOur I.JQrd took: 
upon him fallen and sinful flesh. with like np­
petites a.nd desires as afe found in us.~' In & 

sermon delivered by him, he maintained that 
H our Lord's body was devil possessed." In a 
paper he wrote "that every variety of human 
wickedne~s which ha.th been realised or is possible 
to be realised was iuherent in his humanit,." 
He ga.ve out tha.L some among his congregatlOD 
was blesqed with the gift" of speaking with the 
tongue." The utterances were of thd nature of 
miralllo a.s well as of prophecy. "The prophets 
testified of the nearlJess of the coming of Christ and 
of the judgments whiCh would imme.iia~ly precede 
it" "Another subject of the utterances was the 
sinfulness of Christ's human nature.'" The people 
"were promised, tha.t after the close of three years 
a.nd a half of testimony of the world commencing 
from the 14th January 1832, the Lord Jesus 
would come agdoin in glory; the living sa.ints 
would be cadght up to meet him, the .lead saints 
would be raised and the world would be given 
oV'er to judgmoo~ for an apPJinted sea!un." 
'"'Tais Churoh h!l.s ma.d.e ol)oqiderable progreis 
during the last' few YSl.rs. In Engllt.nd, there 
a.re abQut tilirty congregdotions, c<Jmpri$ing 
ne*dy SiX. 'h .)lIi ionci (1)111 III uuioa.nts, a.nd, tb.e 
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uumber is gradually 00 the mereue:t Weare 
fbrtber told that no "Christian Community in 
England of equal size can boflgt ,of so man)" 
farriilies of rank and wealth." 
. We have all heard of the Amerieau "Shaken", 

It is Dot generally known to us that it was 
,. English woman-Ann L~-who founded 
the sect. 

UAbout 1770 Ann Lee discovered the 
wiokedness of' marriage and began to "testify 
against it." She called herself "Ann the \Vote!" 
meaning that t,he word dwelt in her. "And her 
followers say tlJat the man who was oalled Jesus 
and. .t.ne woman who was called Ann, are verily 
the 'nrst pillars of the church, the two anointed 
ODes." There are thousands of Americans, men 
an,d women, who belong to this sect, and the 
sect is not by any means unknown in England. 


