
IX. 
No English sect possesses greater interest for 

student'! of English history than those belonging 
to the English Presbytervm Church. They were 
Puritans, t,hose who brought about and fought in 
the English Civil War. About 1645, these 
Puritans were classed as Presbyterians and lode­
~ndents on account of difference in the system of 
their Church government. So far as the doctrines 
went, both of them were Puritans. To bring 
before the readers' minds the place they ocqupied 
in their country during what may be called' the 
most importl'\.nt period in its history, I quote the 
following ·-"Of the practical divinity of Eliza­
beth's reign, a large proportion was contributed 
by the Puritans. The party cmbrared men of 
high rank and general education as well 808 mpn 
of theological learning; and the literature of the 
age \iears many tokens of their influence. If we 
descend to the next age, the greatest men of the 
reign of James, Charles I and the Commonwealth 
present themselves 8."1 in a greater or less degree 
connected wi.th the Puritans-Selden, ~hitlock, 
Milton, with their pens; Rudyarq, Hampden, 
Vane in Parliame~; Owen, Marshall, Cal amy, 
Baxter and a host of others ;n the pulpit; Crom­
well, Essex and Fairfax in the field,-all ranged 
themselves under the Puritan cause. Never 
was a party ntore aistinguiljhed in ita advocates" 
What was the end of the party 1 Dr. Merle 
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Daubigne, the French writer of Church History, 
summarised it in a few words :..c:...·'There was a 
Ptesbyterian ' Church in England, and it becAme 
Socinian." That is, th'ey ended by denying the 
divinity of Christ. With the reader's ;:>ermission, 
I give below flo rather lengthy quotation, which 
would give an idea of jihe working of the English 
mind at the period of their gretttest material and 
mental development. The writer is an Anglican 
divine :-"At the beginning of the last century 
i.e., the 18th century, the Presbyterians, shared 
the decline which'b~fel every killd of N oneon­
formity. Presbyterians assign two causes for 
this decay. The first and greatest' was the 
sudden outburst of the Arian and Socinian 
doctrines. Arianislfl in the second century was 
the offspring of It metaphysical speCUlation on 
the nature of the deity; in the nineteenth it wa'S 
the result of indifference to evangelical doctrine, 
and to the dogmatic teachil1g of the New Testa.­
meut. The 'seed was 80W11 in the Church of 
England by the 'latitudinarian divine",; but the 
plant, transferred to Fr-esbyterian sqj.l, grew 
there to its full" lux.urio~sn<;lss. These opinions 
first appeared ,,.among the N on-~nformist at 
Exeter, wh~n twd Presbyterian milllstr.a., who 
had adQpted the Arian v¥lw of Dr. Sallluel 
Clarke; retueed to acknowledge the divinity of 
phr~St ana were excluded from their chapels by 
the'trUJItees.. ~his happened ~n 17 ~9. The pro­
gress' 'of ArianIsm ~mongst the DIssenters may 
be gather~ from the fact that when in the 
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following May the doctrine of the Triniyy came 
to be tliscu~sed before the Minist.ers of Cornwall 
snd Devonshire, nineteen out of seventy-five who 
were present refused to subscribe to the Article 
of the Church of England on the Trinity. 

" The controversy was soon revived in London. 
At a meeting at Saltf'r's H~n the question of Bub­
scription to creeds was agit;8.ted &ond the progress 
of loose opinions was now more striking. A hun­
drtld and ten ministers were present, of whom 
fifty-seven voted against the nece~ity of sub scrip­
tion to cI·eeds. This led to an immediate separa­
tion; the one pal ty requiring subscription to the 
nrst Artic'le of the Church of England. and the 
other, though proposing still to hold the divinity 
of Christ and the doctriue of the Trinity. object­
ingto any subscription. The Aeceders gradually 
became Arians or Socinian~ The question of Bub­
sJriptioTl was agitated at the same time, by the 
Independents. but it is said that the Presby­
teria~s were the more hostile of the two, to 
creeds and confessions. They 'Certainl;v lapsed 
more generally' into A~ian or Socinian prmciples." 
So much" for the Puritans. 

The thre~ principal 'Non-conformist sects in 
England are the Baptists, ,Methodists a~d Pres­
byterianR. Let us,look at the Ifapti~ts. ~t 
will be tedious to the reader to trace thte histOry 
of thiS' sect. I will confine roysell to' thatr:part 
only which concerns us. .~ Early in their history 
the BaptistS were saga-rated into two dfvisions. 
One held the doctrine ot general redemption 
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(Arminianism), the other held the doctrine of 
particular redemption (ultra. Calvinism.j This 
difference in the matter of a p8TticulAr doctrine 
was enough to drive the respective fonowers 
into antagonistic camps. In the 18th century 
"many of the general Baptists had gradually 
adopted the Arian or perhaps the Socinian 
theory." Th~ QuakerR in Arneriea form a 
large community, nearly half of them havf' adopt­
ed the Arian doctrine and now form a separate 
Church. 

,I will now take a sect which is more familiar 
to the Indians than any other Christian communi­
ty. Thirty years ago the names of Martineau,. 
Parker and Channing were familicl.r to most 
educited Hindus. The stir created in the minds 
of !he educated classes by the teachings of the 
Brahmo Somaj,. naturally made us curious to 
lea.rn the doctrmes of a Christian sect that 
approached nearest to it. Tn thp present 
generation Unitarian literature is hardly known. 
For our purpose it is a subject of the greatest 
interest. What Unitarianism it; mn.y bo best 
gathered from the saying of Dr. friestly, who 
may be .§aid to be in a way the ori~nator of the 
sect in En~la,,nd. Dr. Priesta,y was the son of 
a dissenting ministet and ViQS himself at the 
Theological (N on-chformist) College at­
Davantry. 'The ~nglish Universities were 
~then closed to the Non-conformists and they 
had their own institutions for theological study. 
When ~e left the College he wa.s "in an 
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uusettled state of mind"-'!the tutnrs themselves 
being divided on the question of Trinity." That 
was at the middle of the eighteenth ·century 
when Arianism and dissent were not far removed 
from eauh other. Dr. Priestly held that "all 
who believe Christ to be a lOan and' not God 
must necessarily think it idolatry to pay him 
diviue honours. We have no other definition of 
id"latry than worship as God Uiat which is not 
God. Do not all Protestants say it is idolatry 
in the Catbolics, to pray to the Virgir. Mary 
to Peter, Paul or any other saints, or even to 
angels or archangels? Do you not continually 
charge the Catholics with idolatry on this 
principle ? Now it is on the very same principle, 
and no other, that we, who consider Christ as 
being a man. such as Peter and Paul, will say 
that it must be idolatry to worship or to pray 
to him." The English people did Jlot like this sor.t 
of preaching, especially in a minister. Dr. Priest­
ly was in charge ofa congregation of Non-confor­
mists. They proceeded in their characteristic way 
to demom.trate their disagreement. A riot ensued, 
Dr. Priestly's house and chapel were destroyed 
and he was driven from Birmingham. This 
happened in 17.93. Priestly left his counjry aud 
died in America ip.; i 804. _ 

Unlike other se<¥:s the tr nitarians have no 
fixed Article of Faith or C~&'chi8m. The Cracow 
or t.he Raeow Catechisms ~re not rega.rded as 
standards of Faith~ There is no test nor any eocle-
8iastic~1 court. "To us ther~ is but one God-
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the Father," Yet ihey celebrate the Lord's 
Supper t9 which everybody is welcome aQd par­
ti.e it 'with the members ,of~f\,ll!, Church, who 
mty choose to join. "Perf~ot independence is 
the eha~teristic of the whole :body, ~ach congre­
pion beii}g, in .hurch. dlscipline,.in its mode of 
worship, . a~d in the peculiarity or its areed, free 
to act aFter its Qwn judgment." The number of 
Unrtattian congregations In England is about 300, 
the number .uf followers in the country would be 
"bout one hundred thousa.nd." . . 

It will be a mistake to estilIls,te the number 
of Christiaas holding Arian, Sooinian Ol' U nita­
rian doctrines from the above three seC!'ts. The 
Universalists wbo believe that the ~uifer~8 of 
the Sinners '&1'8 not e~r~l but Purg~tbr18.l in 
'Oharaeter are -divided into two .pri.rlcipal pari(ies, 
O!lje the' o.rthod~ and tJle other, those who 
.embrace Arian cn Ullita.r~ sentiments. > 

It will be tIring to the l1eader to ennmerate 
the various Christia.n sects that have !'lpJit on 
account of embracing Arian principl~. This has 
always heen the osee, I mean, after the Refor­
mation and the process is still goitl.g«.>n. John Mil· 
tOil was _n Arian; even Calvin ~.bE¥m connected 
with it.· Most cultured Englishmen are familiar 
with the writings of Strauss and :Qenatl; with the 
literature of New criticism ;f and It.m.~3 'be aafely 
assume'" that there are millions of people who 
hold 'Socinian or Arian views. In America the 
prinoiples of U nita.rianism are more generally 
reoognised. These perjons pumber by millions. 
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Many of the old sect8, as the case is in 
England, have embraceR Unitarianism. "The 
same • causes which led to the deteotion of ~the 
English Presbyterians, induced the de~cend8nt8 
of the Pilgrim raf.hers to abandon the orthodox 
Faith. Boston, the ~h'Oeen retreat of the self 
exiled Puritans, is noW' -.id to contain jlJ 1;he eity 
and neighbourhood. onb hundred and . fifty 
congregations of ~e Unitarians. Throughout 
New England, comprising those Northern States 
which were first colonised by English N on-confor­
mists, Socinian principles are extensively avowed 
and the Unitarian body, though by no means 
the gr,atest in point of number, is the wealthiest 
throughout the United States." 

bet us try to uuderstand what does a.U thi" 
meaJl. ~ It can be expressed in a few words. 
Christianity' is' th~ l'elig'lon of Christians 1Vho 
regard Chrjst to hQ God. Y&t there are millions 
and mUlions of Christia.ns who do not regard 
Christ in that light, yet they are 100ked u{>otl by 
others and look upon themselves as Cbnstians. 
I am talking of ordinary persons. not of cranks. 



x. 
Let me return to the Articles of Faith, pres­

cribed for the English Church. 1 must beg my 
readers to go through w'ha.t necessarily will be 
uninteresting matter. I do not think it Will be 
found unprofitable for our purpo'te. I will try to 
be as brief as possible. The first five Articles, as 
mentioned before deal with the doctrine of the 
Trinity. We have seen how they fare among 
Christians. The next three Articles establish 
the rules of Christian FaitQ.. The word Faith 
is somewhat hard to define. It has va.rious mea­
nings-"Some gave nine-others to the numbeT 
of fifteen~ I better reproduce the headings 
of the Articles. '1'he sixth treats "of the Suffi­
ciency of the Holy Scriptures for salvation!'-the. 
seventh "of the Testaments" and the eighth "of 
the three Creeds". Part of the sixth Article 
lays down that "in the name of the Holy Scrip­
tures, we do understand the Oanonical Books of 
the Old and New Testamenst, of whose authority 
was never any doubt in the .. Church." A list is 
given of the Canonical Books, as distinguished 
from the Apocryphal Books. In the English 
Church any attempt to deny the canonicity of 
any of the oanonical Books will be held a.s heresy 
and punished as such. Yet the canonicity of 
most of th~ books has been challenged. by ortho­
dox ChristIan divines. To us the subject will be 
practically un1ntelligible; so 1ft "us pass on to 
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the 7th, which treats of the Old Testament. Let 
me quote from an extreme4y orthodox authority. 
"TheretH.re, we will venture to say, not above 
fifty clergymen in England who fully and from 
their heart believe the precept of Leviticus or 
the peJigrees in the Book of Chronicles, the 
descriptilJll of the hare as a ruminant animal, or 
the imprecations of Nahomiah on his enemie" 
to be immec1iately and absolutely the word of God 
in the saIlle sense as they believe this of the ser­
mon on the mount or the farewell diMourse in, 
St. John's Gospel." I am afrai.-{ the ,number 
among the laity will be com,iJerably less and 
that as regards not only for the part that is quo­
ted above but for a very large portion of the 
Book. 

I now come to the creed. This w'H'd is suppos­
ed to oe the same as Kalma of the Ara,Gs. There 
is however, a material difference. The Ma.hotDe­
dan creed begins with the well-known sentenoe 
Lailaha i1lullaha iJ1aham'Jdur llasu,l ul l~It.'1.. 
There is but Olle God and Mahomed is his prophet.. 
The first part does not occur in the Koran; the 
~econd does in t.he Sura Inna Fatehna, I must 
disclaim a.ll first-hand knowled~e of the subjeot; 
Ion obliging M~holnedan friend is my authority. 
A. minister of the Ohurch of England slfbscrihes 
~o three creeds-the first, called th~ Apostles' 
~reed, the second', the N ecene creed, and the 
chird, caned lihe Athenesian creed. The whole 
)f th", Apostles' creed occurd ill the writin~3 of' 
jWO dignitaries who lived towards the end ot the 
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4th century. The N ecene and the Athensian 
creeds were composed in the 5th century. 
The adoptation of the different creeds 1n the 
several Ohurches took pla.ce many centuries 
later. At present a priest of the Roman 
Church repeats only the N ecene creeti. Let Us 
see. What is called the creed of the Kalma of 
the Christians was unknown to Christians during 
hundred,s of years of Ohristianity. How do they 
now stand ? Very few Christians, I mean, belong­
ing to the laity, have any idea of their lJature. 
Among the clergy there is considerable reluot­
ance to repeating the Athenesian cre8d on 
account of the "damnatory clauses." 

Articles from the 9th to the 18th inclusive 
"bear reference to Christians considered as 
indivlduals." 

They treat of such subjects as Ori~inal Sin. 
Free Will, Justification of Man, Good Works. 
of Work before .T ustificatiOB. The last three of 
these will be intelligaile to Hindu readers, if I 
put them down as Bhaktimarga and Karmamarga 
The 14th deals with Works of Superogation 
the 15th of Christ alone without sin-the 16th 
of sin after Baptism the 1 fth on Predestination 
and EleQ.tion-and the 18th, on ob~ining Eternal 
salvation on}y by the name of Christ. 

These can be divided int9 two classes.-Those 
that are peculiarly Ohristian and those that have 
been matters of speculation at every age and in 
every country. WIth us every one has his own 
views on the latter IIueations. It is not so with 
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the Christians. Their rqiods have been made up 
by t4.eir ministers or priests, alJd they muet abide 
by their decisions. How far t.his is really done 
is a matter which everyone must decide for him­
self. But what concerns us is the fact that all 
these Articles have been the subjects of hopeless 
and irreconcila.ble< differences ii, the several 
Churches; and sects have formed mainly on 
differences of opinion concerning the.se points. 
Formerly, Christians used to kill one another for 
holding antagonistic opinions. At the prasent time 
they don't do it. In spite of all differences they 
live peacefully side by side . . 

The majority of Englishmen do not trouble 
themselves about differences of opinion that exist 
regarding them. 

I now come to the remaining Articles. The 
19th to the 39th, that is, 21 out of the total 
number of articJes--as quoted before, " relate to 
Christians considel"ed as members of a. ChufcR, 
or religious society. They are intended nl)t only 
to declare positive doctrines but also to refute 
acknowledged heresies, especially the errors and 
corruptions of the Church of Rome." The 
twenty-one Artic!1es for our purpose may be 
olassed undQr certain main divisions. • Those that 
relate to the Sacraments and their ,dministration ; 
these have been Dfticed before; those that are ex· 
pre88ly intended "to refute acknowledged Here­
sies such 8.8 on Purgatory ~tc.," tho8e that bea.r on 
the intem&l d~(!ipline of the Church, a.nd lastly 
those that define the relaiion of the Church with 
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the State. Controversy of the Church of Eng­
la.nd with the Roman Catholio Church, can not 
possess much interest for us. The expres~ions 
mternal discipline of the Churoh a;nd the relation 
of the Church with the State will not be readily 
{)r clearly understood by most of us. What has 
Faith got to do with these things, will be in the 
mind of most Hindus. But they are mat,t.ers of 
considerable importance to Christians. In the 
English Church the ecclesiastical tribunals are 
the Courts of Arches and the Houses of Con­
vocation of the two eccleiOiastical Provinces of 
York and Canterbury. Each house is divided 
into two houses, OIle composed of the Higher 
dignitories, the other of, as they are called, the 
inferior clE-rgy. This is the highest Ecclesiastioal 
court. Of course, the King in Council is LIH~ 
ultimate head of the Anglican Church, and 
appealsfrom the decisions of the houses of Con­
vocation lie to the Judicial. Committee of the 
Privy Council, and they advise the King with 
their finding. 

Every sect has get its own Eoclesiastical 
court. Some of the prominent ones can be 
mentioned. The Presbyterians have got their 
General As~emblies, their Presbytoriis, Synods 
~lasses and consistories. The Weslyan have 
their Conference; the Baptists rho are oongre­
gationalists have their general Baptist Assooiation 
and the Baptist Union. Thelle are all N onoon­
(ormist churches-or as we shall say in this cOl,ln­
.try, non-official church6jl--and their connection 
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with the State cannot 'be so intimate as that 
of t~e Established or the Government Churoh. 
The relations of the various churches with thei~ 
own people are, however, intimate a.nd close. 
Nowhere the instinct for organisation which 
characterises the English people is more in evi· 
dence. I give a list oilthe nameR of the promi­
nent Associations of one division (there are about 
a dozen of them) of t.he Methodists. There is 
the Leaders' meeting; the local preachprs' meet· 
ing, the trustees' meeting, the district meeting; 
there are special financial, mixed and minoT" 
district meetings. All these "connect the Confe­
rence, as the supreme authority, with the indi­
vidual methodist; and by means of which it be­
comes acquainted with his circumstances and even 
with his wishes." There is nu organisation in 
the world, civil or military, that equals the orga­
nisation of the Church of Eugl:tnd. 



XI. 

The three main forms of Ch urch Government 
familiar to Englishmen are Episcopacy or as the 
Scots call it, Prelacy. Presbyt~rialllsm and the 
Congregational. Prelacy. has been explained to 
signify "Church Government by Archbishops, 
Bishops, Chapters, Archdeacons and all other 
ecclesiastical offices dependmg on that hierarchy." 
The Presbyterians have no bishops, and they 
set their Church Government in presbytories 
or associations of ministers and elders. '1 he 
Congrega.tionalists or Independents, as they were 
formerly called, "maintain as 1\ fundamentul 
principle that every society of believers united for 
religious fellowship aud Christian worship is a 
perfect Church within itself, that it fossesses full 
power to regulate its own affairs altd is indepen­
dent of all external control." Mokt of the pro­
minent Non-conformi~t Churches &re congrega­
tional. 

There are various views of Church Govern­
ment amI of its relations with tho laity and the­
'State. T,llere is Erastianism calles! after Dr. 
Erastus who held that "the Christian Minister 
was a mere le~turer on divinit)', and that Chris­
tian Churches were merely 8e~ular associations." 
Ecclesia from which the familiar term ecclesias­
tic is derived had no connection ori~inally with 
religion. In England the sovereign 15 the Head 
()fthe Church and the §ta.te, in Roman Churohse 



[ 63 ] 

it is the Pope who iii not' only the Head of the 
Churc!! but is recognised as the vicegerent of 
God, in Russia the Czar is the Head of the State, 
~ead of the Church and the vicegerent of 
God. 

To us this business of Church government or 
itsrelations with tal:' Statfl j " practically strange. 
We have gvt nothing at present w correspond 
with either. Hinduism does not. easily recall 
any such idea. But these matters are very 
serious with Christians. In fact it is doubtful 
whether they attach greater importance to 
questions of doctrines or to the methods of inter­
nal discipline or to the defir.ition of the relation 
of the Church' with the peuple and with the 
State. The fights of Presbyterian~ with the 
Iudtlpendents; of Episcopacy w!th both, taking 
all these to prtsl't pretty nearly the same rules 
of Faith are u ntelligible to us. 

Here as i everything else there is complets 
divergenee of dpiuion. All these divergences are 
based on strict Scriptural authorities. As to 
what constitute~ divme right (in-jure divino) 
is a ma.tter of uniform difference among the 
various sects" An example may make~ it clea.r 
for us to underbtand the nature of some of these 
differences. We ar.e familia.r with the expression 
"an ordained minister" of the Church. This 
{)rdination is a religious eel ernony. Its essential 
feature ''is la.ying hands" on the candid~to. Un­
less this ceremony is gone <l through a. candida.te 
cannot be & minister (jf the Church. In the 
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Anglican Church it IS the bishop who ,ordains 
a candidate. 

To understand this laying ()f hands I better 
quote the Scriptures "A nd he ordained twelve, 
they should be with him-and that he might 
send them forth to preach." illark III 14 
" After these things the' Lord appointed 
other servallts also, and sent them two and two 
before his fiwe intu every pla(,8 whether he 
himself would come." Luke XI. "As they 
ministered to the Lord and fastr;d, the Holy 
Ghost said separate me Barnaha:" and Saul, for 
the work whereunto I have called them. And 
when they had fast€'d a.nd prayed and laid their 
hands on them, they sent them away." Acts 
Xiii. 2. 3. 

So :(ar as we can understand, the idea is, that 
the Apostles ordained their diseiples, they in 
course of time ordained .others who again 
ordained morb, and this pr<)(leSS is going on ever 
since. This is known as Apostolic succession. 
In ordaining, the spirit of the Apostles is 
supposed tu descend. Unless the ordination is 
done by one fitted to do it, in the Anglican 
church it i& the Bishop who alone can do it-­
the subsequ/i'llt pIOceedings, as the lawYElNl term 
it, are null and void. The ec{lesiastical language 
is considerably warmer. 

Let us see how this question of Apostolic 
succession is regarded by some divines. John 
W esl~ with his \lrother Charles, was the 
founder of the Wesleyan or the Methodist Sect. 
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He began life as an Anglieall Minister and re~ 
ad to "he end of his daya a strong admirer of .. 
Anglican Church. There was a Wes1ey1lll 
Mission in America., the Ministers belonged to 
the Churoh of England. When ~he Americ&n 
war of Independence broke out the Miniatert 
who were Englishmen left for their oountry arid. 
the Wesleyan oommunity was left without 
their pastors. To R. Christian it meant a serious 
state of affairs. During the war this state of 
things continued. After the deolaration of Inde­
pendenoe new ministers had to be appointed. 
Then a curious thing followed. Wesley himself 
w&s a minister of the Church of England, but of 
course not a bishop. He ordained two 
Missionaries-Dr. Coke and Mr. Asbury as 
ministers in the American Church. A jUlt 
clamour arose as none but.a bishop can-ordain a 
minister. Wesley's opinion was emphatio. In .. 
letter to his brother Charles, he wrote, "the 
uninterrupted succession I know to he a fable, 
which no man ever did or can prove. But this 
does in no wise interfere with my remaining in 
the Church of England: from which I have no 
more desire to separate than I had fifty 
years ago." • .• 

There is a sequel to the above which is not 
without interest. tDr. Coke and Mr. Asbury 
&seumed the titles of bishops. Now W.ley 
was the founder of the M~thodist Church; in 
Church disoipline the Church is CongregationaL 
S(Tt~ parin~ CongregMtiohal Church created _ 

5 
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Episcopal Church in America. Wesley'B views 
on this subject a1ao were equally plain. oWhen 
be heal'd that the two minister. -b.ad assumed the 
title of Bishop he wrote to one of them, Mr. 
A8bury-"How dare you suffer yourself to be 
called bishop 1 I shudd~r, I start at the very 
thought I Men may call me a knave, or a fool, a. 
rascal, scoundrel. and I am content. But ther 
shall never by my consent, can me bishop." I 
don't think it is generally known that'bishops 
a.nd angels were interchangeale terms in early 
Christian Churches. They are so to this day 
among the Irvingites. 

Let us try to summarise all that we have 
been writing about the different Protestant sects. 
To a Christian, if the Articles of FRith of the 
Anglioan Church he any guide, religion is 
mainly made up of questions on Creed Worship. 
Faith; Doctrines and Discipline, internal and 
external. There is an endless number of sects 
in England alone. Each differs from the others 
in some way or other regarding its views on 
nearly everyone of those questions. Suppose 
we ask the educated Englishman with whom we 
supposed ourselves to be dealing regarding this 
divergence of opinion among his- eoreligionists 
-his answef probably will be some- thmg like 
this. It is true, he will say, ~at we differ among 
ourselves in many respects, it may be true that 
we cannot fasten on any particular doctrine as 
an Artiole of Faith which we all unanimously 
regard as essential to°Christainity-Still all of us 
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consider ourselves Ohristiabs. We may belong 
to partfbular sects but that does not stand in the 
way of regarding the others, recognising them, or 
to call them Christians. It This will be the 
opinion of most t.:nglishtnen whether belonging 
to the Anglican Ohurch or to any other 
Church. 



XII. 

We have been dealing with the various Pro· 
~ta.nt sects in England. I will now take the 
cue of one sect, the Church of Engla.nd. Ita 
Ar~icles are clearly defined, they ha\-'e been in 
existence for nearly four hundred years. In 
wha.t light are the doctrines of the Church re­
garded by the Anglican Community? As before 
1 will not take the laity, I will go to its ordained 
ministers and try to find out in what light tney 
regard the tenets which they profess and which 
they are supposed to teach to their flock. I ' 

There a.re two historic cases on record, for 
the Denison case proved abortive, on technical 
grounds, whose procp.edings give us an insight 
into the attitude of the mind of the Anglican 
ministers as regards the doctrines of the Estab­
lished Church. Thev are the Gorham trial and 
the caBe instituted "by the Bishop of Salisbury 
against Revd. Messrs. Wilson and Willia.ms. 
I will take the last case. 

I would again ask my readers to bear in mind 
two factt!. One is that the dispute did not lie 
between two sects; it was confined t~ t,hl:, members 
of the Est~blished Church' secondly, that it 
was not a difference of opinio/confined to the laity, 
but-the dispute -arose out of alleged heterodoxy 
charged by a Bishop against two ordained 
ministers of the Churoh of England regarding 
the oardiDal doctrines" of the Christian Faith. 
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I will give it in as lew words as loan. It 
snould. be added here that the trial took place 
less than 50 years a~o and that there must be 
many Englishmen hving, who can remember the 
fight. In the " Essays a.nd Reviews" a number 
of articles appeared expressing opinions regarding 
qU8$tions of Christian Faith and doctrines whioh 
were deemed by the orthodox as extremely 
Qbnoxious. Altogether seven "rticles appeared 
out of which two were selected a~ specially 
objectionable. They were written by the Rev­
erend Messrs. Williams and Wilson. Public 
opinion at last got so excited that it was resolved 
to bring the articles to the test of law, and the 
Bishop of Salisbury undertook the prosecution. 
The case was first tried in the Anglican EcclesiM" 
tical court-the court of Arches as it is called. 
Altogether 82 marges, each based on heterodoxy, 
were framed against the two ministers. Dr. 
Lushington who presided relinquished 27 of the 
oharges, convicted the accused of' 5 and sentenoed 
them to a year's suspension from their sacred 
office. The two convicted ministers preferred an 
appeal to the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council. The Law Lords who sat as judges 
were the Lortl Chanceller, Lord Cranwotth, Lord 
Chelmsford and Lord Kingsdown. • With them 
sat as judges the t vt:> Primates, the A.rch~Bishop 
of York and the Arah-Bishop of Canterbury ana 
also the Biaqop of London. Daring the couree 
of 'te. ~inge two out of the five chargee 
were giTen up and the j~ ultimately &C<J.uit-



( 70 1 
ted the &OOused. The Bishop of London con­
curred entirely and the two Primates pa.rtially 
with the Law Lords. 

Of the three questions tMtI' engaged the 
attention of the Appellate court one is of· parti­
oular interest: Is the Bible the word of God 1 
The importanoe of the answer to this question to 
the Christians is evident. The accusfld ministers 
had maintained that "the Bible may well be 
denominated 'Holy,' and laid to be the word of 
God, God's word written, or Holy writ, yet that 
these terms cannot be affirmed to be clearly 
predicated of every statement and representation 
oontained in every part of the Old and New 
Testaments." We learn that it was ma.intained 
by the oourt that " the doctrine alleged by the 
prosecutors to be the doctrine of the Church 
was not found either in the Articles or in any 
of the formularies of the Churches and that the 
doctrine maintained by the -appellants was not 
oontradioted by or plainly inconsistent with the 
Artioles or formularies which the accusers all~ed 
against them." What this means to a Christla.n 
ca.n be guessed by my readers. I t meant that 
a Christian might hold that no particular part 
of the mble need necessarily be bOD,idered as 
Word of God. 

Interesting as the judgtnent is, the effect it 
produced in the country would be more int.el's'· 
ting study; but it will take long to follow it. 
Suffice it to 8&y that the whole Anglican Church 
Was divided in ita opftlions. In the H01l88lJ of 
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Convocation-the upper. HOU9~ was of one opi .. 
nion, tbe Lower of another. How did the latty 
look upon the question 1 There were some who 
belived the Bible to be the Word of God and 
there were others who did not. Yet they are 
all classed as Christians, and regard one another 
as such. 



XIII. 

I will look .&t the question" from &D.other 
point or view. 

Supposin~ a group of men were to subscribe­
to the followmg Articles of Faith: 

(1) We believe in God the Eternal Father, 
and in his son Jesus Christ and in the Holy 
Ghost. 

(2) We believe that through the Atonement 
of Christ, all mankind may be saved by obedienc& 
to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel. 

We believe that these ordinances are-ht. 
Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 2nd. Repentance, 
Srd. Baptism by immersion for the remission of 
sin" 4th. Laying on hands for the gift of the 
Hd1y Spirit, 5th. the Lord's Supper. 

(4) We believe in the literal resurrection 
or the body and that the dead in Christ will 
rise first. 

TheY' can be taken to be Christians. Yet 
it will be a mistake to think that this "view will 
be unanimously entertained. rrhe Mormous, for 
it is a part of their doctrines that I have quoted 
above, are not regarded as Christians by every 
body. "Mormonism" says the divine fr6m whose 
book I have often quoted "is thot entitled to be 
termed a Christian sect. I t stands in the 88.111& 

relationship to Christianity with Mahomedali~ 
iam." Their polygamy cannot stand' in the way. 
The institution prevltils in the Syriac Church. 
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Here is a sect who call themselves Christians. 
but are. not recognised as such by some at least 
among them who are known as Christians. 

I have been trying to impress on my readers 
the idea that an Englishman when he talks of 
religion generally thinks of .reed,. worship, 
doctrine and discipline and the word religion to 
him means questions connected with these four 
points. Let me demolish the structure that we 
have been constructing. I have only to mention 
the sect of the Quakers. They are Chrit-tians 
Uwithout a creed, a liturgy (i. e., prescribed form 
of worship), a priesthood or a sacrament." A 
few facts regarding them will be of particular 
interest to us. "Some of the early Quakers 
indulged in eccentricities and extravaga.nces of 
90 meaRured kind. Some travelled and preached 
naked or barefoot or dressed in sack cloth. Even 
the women in some cases disting'lished them­
selves by the impropriety ann folly of tbAir 
conduot. In some cases religious exitement 
seems to have produced or been attended by 
insanity," We further learn that the "theology 
of Quakerism had become somewhat mystio 
quietist during near1y a century. About the yea.r 
1"826 an Arlierican Quaker named Hiob openly 
denied the divinity of Chri5t, depreciated the 
nlue of the Scrif>ture and recogmsed no other 
Saviour than the inward light. A large body 
of the AlJltlriean Quakers followed him, and .till 
maintains a tepa.rate existence." I have alread, 
alluded to thia fact. ~ 
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One particular fa.c;' I would like to impre18 

on my readers. Quakerism among the English 
Christian sects has adopted DO creed but it has 
its doctrines. The charac1ierlstic doctrine is 
undoubtedly this-"that there is an immedia~ 
revelation 9f the Spirit of God, to -eaoh indiviauat 
&oul, that this light is universal and comes both 
to the hea.then and the Christian and there­
by the Love and Grace of God towards mankind 
are universal," "The Quakers not only have no 
stated ministry, but they hold that no form of 
worship is so good as a patient waiting upon God 
in silence by such as find no outward ceremony, 
no observation, no words, yea not the best arid 
purest words even the words of scriptures, able 
to satisfy their weary and Rffiicted souls. Hence, 
although permitting addresses from their m.,m .. 
bers, they sit frequently silent both in family 
worship and in their meetings." The Quakers 
are, I need hardly-say, regarded as good Christia.Jl' 
like any member say of the Established Churoh. 

If we find in the diary of any ma,n "an account 
{)f his conversing with Cicero, Aristotle and 
Augustus and then with Moses and Abraham­
who again give place to Charles XII of Sweden 
while F..aderick of Prussia is sucee.ded by the 
.author of the. "Whole Duty of Man" probably it 
will set him to wonder as. to the religiou. 
pUl'suuion of the writer. If he reads "a little 
further, the assessor finds Paul and David sunk 
into .. sadly low state of Christian life and 
Mahomed a Christian Convert" hi. wonder 
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is , not likely todiminisht fet the. above oocura in 
the spilitual dialY of Sweden borg. That Sweden .. 
borg believed God is one ranks him among 
miUionjl of other Socinians. But when 
.he maintains that "an ancient word is BUppORd t9 
have existed before the present Bible. still 
utt..nt is Great Ta.rtary, and that the writing of 
St. Paul should not be included in the present 
Bible" his orthodoxy 'will be gravely misdoubted 
by most learned divines. Yet the members 
of the innumerable Swedenborgian societies, the 
New Jerusalem Church as they call tbeir 
Communion, are regarded in the Bliome light as 
any other Christian sect. 

Let us again refer to our · friend the eduoa.tecl 
Englishman whom we have been taking as our 
~ide. Probably this is what he will say"Yes, 
there are eocentric bodies among us-who hold 
views which many of U8 do not ahareand which 
if tested by the orthodox doctrineswiU be 
regarded as peculiar-still, we regard thOM 
people as Christians and we have a _general sort 
of idea as to what Christianity is. This idea we 
do no,tdiscuss, neither do we foroe it on othere." 
Let · me now leave England, the rioh, organiaecl 
a.nd eduoated England. 



XIV. 

To enable my readers to follbw the account 
given below, a few words of e:rplanation are. 
necessary. According to the Chrlstians, Christ 
was crucified at Calvery-a small hill in Bethany, 
about two miles from modE:rn Jerusalem. " The' 
Holy Sep'ulchre is a rock-cut tomb in which after 
his crucIfixion the body of our Lord was placed.» 
This torob was situated in a garden "in the 
place where Christ was cru<.'ified." (John XIX. 
41). Over this tomb is the Church of Holy Sepul. 
chre. This Church is in joint possession of too 
Latins, Greeks, ArmeniaTlR, Copts and Abyssinian 
Qhristians. The Sepulchre itself is enclosed in .. 
amaH temple, divided into two parts-an outer 
and an inner. In the inner room is a marhle 
alab, on which it is believed by many, the body 
of Christ was laid after Crncifi&.ion. I have only 
to add that the account refers to Good Fridar 
whi~h is regarded as commemorating " the CTUC1-

ibion of our Saviour which took place on the 
Friday before Passover." The year in which the 
description is 'Written is not very remote. Many 
of those-who took part may be living ,till, and 
for all that I know the scene is repeated 8\'ery 
year. I 

U The vast building is overflowed with music. 
The solemn-chords swell along the church, their 
majesty and sincerity prote8tin~ against the 
tAwdry idolatry of the place. The prooeasioD 
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stopped a.t each of the stations through the dark 
church. A t each station 8. sermon was preached, 
and at each in a different language, that every 
pilgrim ill the orowd might have 8. chance Of 

.understanding. When the procession went up 
to the Calvery chapel we awaited its returD and 
strolled about the ohurch ... At this moment the 
sublime chf)rus pealed again from the chapel and 
the procession began to descend. 

"Meanwhile a Turkish guard had ent*"red to 
keep order during the final ceremonies. They 
pusbed the pilgrims backward with their guns, 
treating them with utter contempt. It waS a 
commentary upou the ceremonies that the fight 
of the Christians in the Church were until recent­
ly so sanguinary thltt the Muslims were obliged 
to ent.er the tomb of Christ to preserve the pea.ce 
among His followers 

.. They were now holding a space clear about 
a. marble slab, upon which the body of J asus is 

/said to have been washed before his burial. 
U pOD this when room was made, a friar laid a 
lace-edged shroud and a small velvet pillow. 
The crowd pressed forward, but thA Turks thrust 
it violently back and the Colonel seeing tha.t we 
were Howadji of a certain importance<s beckoned 
us to the inner circle and then quietly turning 
his back upon the "lab, continued in that position 
to smoke his chibouque during the remaining 
ceremoniee. 

"As the procession descended the steps from 
Calvery I saw Wind and Shower holding candleB 
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and weeping profusely. The crowd was very 
d&nse upon the stairs. There were seTer" con· 
80Iar dignitaries and some ladies 1rith the rest. 
All leaned towards the slab in earnest and WOR-

dering attention. The tapers flAred wildly. 
over the wild faces thrust forward with eager 
curiosity. Only the Muslim and the Moon 
who immediately surrounded the slab, were un· 
concerned. The true believers of one faith, 
looked contemptuously upon those of the other 
and smoked. These of the other preSE"rved 
a stolid indifference, or scolded among themselves 
and took snuff. 

"The scene which was hitherto only painful, 
became shocking when four monks brought tor­
ward a waxen image, four feet long, a ghastly 
idol, in an agonised posture, meant to represent 
Jesus after the Crucifixion and really resembling 
a cast of Casper Hauser just finishing and laid 
it lean, shrunken and puny upon the lace-edged 
shroud or sheet, on the slab. 

c. It was after midnight when these things 
ended. With mingled feelings of wonder. hUll}ilia. 
tion, indignation and sorrow, we turned from 
the chuch of the Holy Sepulchre. I do not 
wonder that the Muslim boys spit At the,le men 
and hateChristians." 

The writer is a pious It-otestant and hAd 
evidently been shocked at the scene he had wit­
nessed. He prefaces his descriptiun with a quota· 
tion from Heine, Co Furchtet Dlchts fromme Seelen 
kein6 prophanirende ·Scherze sollen euer obr 
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Verletzen." He evidently metnt it sincerely. 
Be w01l1d certainly call what he described. as. 
shocking, but there is nothing in his writings to 
suggest that he regarded it as Non-Christi&n. 
To us hardJy any word of explanation is needed. 
The consecration of all the senses to the adora­
tion of one held as tbe Supreme Being is a 
oommon element of Hindu Communion. 

Similar scenes are common in the continent. 
The ceremony of Anastasin or Resurrection is 
one of the most striking ceremonies in the Greek 
Church; in Greece, the bishop, the king and the 
queen take part. It takes place in the open near 
the Cathedral in Athens. Immense crowds 
watch the scene, H Suddenly a single report of a 
canon anounced that twelve o'clock had struck, 
and that Easter day had begun; then the old 
archbishop elevating the cross, exclaimed in a loud 
exalting tone" Christos anesti," "Christ is risen" 
and instantly every single individual of all that 
host took up the cry and the vast multitude 
broke through and dispelled for ever the intense 
and mournful silence which they had maintained 
so long with one spontaneous shout of indescrib­
able joy and triumph : "Christ is risen," "Christ 
is risen." TRis wrIter is also a Proteslant and 
he does not see anything unusual in it. 

The same cerelilonies are observed in Russia. 
There is an amusing story told-how the Czar 
of Russia was directly contradicted about fifty 
yeaTE. ago on this occasion. It is customary with 
the Czar to greet a soldier 'from some Regiments 
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.-gn this Eae~r morning. II Christos Anesti," 
Cbriat is men, 'ere tLe greetings of tye Cza;r 
to e. private. To his amazement he receIved 'the 
rapt, H no, he is not." "Who orrearth are .You" 
",xelained the autocrat of all RUS!Ii.a.s. "I am & 

.Jew," replied the soldier. I am alraid the story 
is apoerypha.l. 

I now pass on to the debatable land of Chm· 
tianity. For my purpose I cannot do better 
than take the Abyssinian (or Coptic) Ohurch. 
It IS e. remnant of the old African Church. We 
are familiar through our reading English lit~ 
ture, with the Roman Church, or the Latin Churei! 
as it is called. We also hear occasionally of the 
Eastern or Greek Oh urch. There was a. time 
when the Asiatic Ohurch and African Church were 
just as famous. Asia Minor and Africa (north) 
were Christian countries, as Chril:!tian 8S Italy 
and Byzantium were, but that is literallya11 an· 
oient history. The sword alld fire of Islam have 
-destroyed almost every trace of Christianity from 
these lands. Whole' of Africa excepting the 
South is Islam. The other exception is Abyssinia. 

We have talked long about differences of 
creed and doctrine when talking of Protestant 
ChurohilS. I will not therefore touch Jlpon those 
subjects as they are seen in the Coptic Church. 
I will only mention a few aoints. The number 
of their sacraments is seven &8 they are in the 
Roman Church, but they hold with the Greek 
Cb"roh th&t the Holy Ghost pro~ 
*om the Father alone. 
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In both these they differ from the Protestants. 
" The ·Christians of Abyssinia are at present 
divided into three parties-so inimical to each 
other that they curse one another, and will no 
longer partake of the sacrament together ...... If 
we except the differences of opinion, concerning 
the unction of Jesus Christ they all ha.ve nearly 
the same Buperstitiun." 

Many Coptf> believe Virgin Mary tobeoneof the 
Trinity, with many Saint Tekla Haimanont takes 
b higher plac>e than the Virgin. Their churches are 
built after the same model as those of the .J ewa, 
with three concentric compartments, the centre 
being occupied by the" Radasta Kadastan" or 
Holy of Holies to which followers of other Com­
munion are not allowed. "They practise circumci­
sion and in the matters of eating they follow most 
strictly the dictMes of Moses." They don't touch 
the flesh of the swine nor that uf the camel. 
When they kill an animal for food-I< the anim91 
is thrown down, his head turned towards J eru­
salem and the words" J n the name of the Father, 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost" are pro­
nounced while the throat iH bemg cut. We learn 
that most of. the priest s cannot read or ~write and 
finally, ablutions are not heJd in great favour. "Is 
he a Mussulman, that he washes so often 1 Of a 
truth Christianity~El but a dirty religion in Abys­
sinia' -says the authority ft om whom I have taken 
the abuve. They don't regard the cross as other­
Christians do-they look \lpon it as any ordinary 
piece of wood and attach DO significance to it. 

6 
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I now pass on to Russia. We ha.d occasion 

to allude to the Greek Church which is the pre­
vailing form of Christianity of the people. I do 
not think it wiJl be necessary to say more 
about it. What is more interesting ~Jr us will 
be to learn something of the doctrines and 
practices of some sects who pass for Christians 
In that country. 

The Russian Church is thu'! dismissed by the 
same Protestant divine from whose pages I have 
quoted often before, "Their religion consists in 
childish superstitions which the court promot~s 
by its presence atld example." What thfl flbl te flf 
the Church was in the 17th and 18th centuries 
may be gathered from the following :-" The 
clergy were ignorant mf'n; their disputes had 
reference to the correct form of the cross, the 
ri~ht positiolJ of the fingers and the hest means 
ot preserving the sacramental bread from mould. 
They condemn various heresies, thp worst of 
which they declare to be that of shaving the 
beard. They say" of all the heresi~s that have 
oome under the ban of the Church there is none 
so abominable, and worthy of punishment as of 
beard shaving; verily the blo~ of martyrs itself 
oannot wash away the guilt of so grievous a sin; 
who-so shaveth of his beard to please men there­
by, he is a transgressor of the law and an enemy 
of God who made man after his own image." 
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The. total number of Russians belonging to 
the Greek Orthodox Church is computed at 68 
milliQns, while the Non-conformists i. e. those 
who do not conform to the official Church are 
numbered at twelve millions. Among the ltt.tter 
there are endless divisions including those who 
do not believe the divinity of Christ. It will be 
useless to try to give an account of these sects 
they wlll be unintelligible to us. Some of them 
recognise no priests and repudiate the orthodox 
rituals and the sacraments. Some of them 
regard the Czar as the" anti-Christ." SOIDe of 
them are spiritualil'Jts with their" love-feasts" and 
'e virgins." There are" ShakerA " some" who do 
nut pray" some "Sigh" and some " who do not 
pay taxes." 

I give below a short account of a few sects. 
The Starovertzi or those of the old Faith "think 
it unlawful to eat certain kinds of t()od, .including 
hares and potatoes; and they pro\Te from the Old 
Testament the unla.wfulness of cutting their 
beards." 

The Scoptzi or the Castratii mutilate them­
selves. I give below a short account of the sect 
from a Frencli source, it will gi ve some· idea of 
the history and morality of the sect. 

ee It was a peasa .. t named Ivanoff who founded 
the sect. He had twelve disciples, and he muti­
lated them himself. He was arrest.ed and knont­
ed and sent to Siberia. The idea however grew, 
Ivanoff' died, another, Kondrati Szelivanoff or­
ganised the sect. He was also arrested and sent 
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to Siberia. What fonowed however? Szeliva­
noff was named Sa\'iour and Son of GOd. The 
Saviour was brought from the mines. do you 
know by whom? By the Czar Paul I.' When 
he had seen him the Emperor declared 
him to be a lunatic. They shut him up in an 
asylum. Do you know what Lecame of that 
asylum in which Szelivanoff' was shut up ? It 
became the New Jerusalem of a religion which 
went on growing larger and lar~er. The 30 
Skopzis of old Ivanoff became a legion. For the 
people the martyr who died in a convent in 1832 
is Christ Szelivanofl' who will return some day 
from Siberia or Francfl and seize the throne of 
Russia, crown the good people, judge the wiclCed 
and terminate the life of the world by one uni­
versal mutilation conferring infinite happiness-­
the happiness of the Hindu Nirvan--the extrem'3 
happiness of annihilation. . He will come back 
the Great Judge Christ Szelivanoff when the 
holy sect of the Skopzi shall attain the figure 
144000 and to secure that apocalyptic number 
the Skopzi brave the knout, deportation and the 
mines. Don't laugh. That is madness if you 
please bllt that is the madness of .purity, of an 
Ideal. 

Les Colomb blanches (whito doves) It sect of 
women who practise similar· mutilations. It is 
not known generally that Saint Genevieve cut 
oft with her scissors her left breast and that 
Oregon one of the most famous of the Early 
Fathers was a Scoptzi. Th en there are the 
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Khlisti or Flagellants; one of their practioes 
resembles that of the Shalters, and we hear that 
they "-Perform their worship by leaping and 
dancing." Under the excitement caused by their 
supposed holiness and inspiration they call 
themselves not only teachers and prophets, 
but also "Saviours," "Red~emers," "Christs," 
" Mothers of God." Generally speaking they 
('..all themselves simply Gods and hving Christa 
or Madonas." Then there are the jumpers 
whose creed is something like the above but 
some of whose ceremonies cannot be printed. 
There are the voluntary martyrs called Morelst­
schiki which if! 11. mixture of Christianity and of old 
Scandinavian religion. "Some of them on an 
appointed day in each year, lIIeet in a secret 
place with barbarous songs and strange cere­
monies, they oig a deep pit, 611irig it with wood, 
straw and combustible matter. The most zealous 
then descend into the burning pit. When they 
stoically burn to death while their brothers ap­
plaud the saints who thus receive the baptism of 
6re." The followers of the sect recognise God 
the Father, manifested to men under the double 
form of J eSU8 Christ and Holy Ghost. They 
reject the trUi death and Resurrection o£ Christ. 
" The Philippons whose priests are old men or 
" Starike" are recruited among young boys 
whom their parent <!edioat.e to their ministers in 
youth. As 800n as the child's vocation is 
decided he no more touches any anima.l food, 
renounces all strong drink, and remains un· 
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married all his life." These' secterians resem hIe 
the disciples of Manicheism, which we have seen 
in one of the early papers is a mixture of-Christ­
ianity Zoroastarianism and Hiv.duism. There 
are the Beypoportchines who have no priestly 
hierarchy and they carry their dislike so far that 
if any of the priests of the orthodox Church 
enters the door of the house in which they might 
be staying they run out by another dOor. 

H Among the RussianR a distinction is made 
between Non-conformists, dissentors (dissidents) 
and heretics. The last are classified as follows:-

(1) Sects which ttLke the Scriptures as the 
basis of their belief but interpret and complete 
the doctrines therein contained by me"lns uf the 
occasional inspiration or internal enlightenments 
of their leading members. 

(2) Sects which pay little or no attention to 
Scripture and devise their doctrine from the 
supposed inspiration of their Ii ving teach~rs. 

(3) Sects which believe in the re-incarnation 
of Christ. 

(4) Sects which confuse religion with nervous 
excitement and are more or less erotic in their 
ehara-cter." (Wallace.) 

About the knowled~e of Christianity possess­
ed by th~ people, the tollowing will giv6 some 
idea ;-"A peasant, it is !:laid, was once asked by flo 

l!1'iest, if he could name the iDree Persons of the 
Trinity and replied without flo moment's hesitation 
"How can one not know that Bathushka 1 Of 
oQurse it is the Saviour. the l\[other of God, and 
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Saint-Nioholas, the miracle worker 1" That 
answer represents fairly e"nough thp. theologicaJ 
attainrr~ents of a very large section of the 
peasantrr." How much truth there is in this 
story it IS difficult to tell but according to many 
"The Russians are the most religious people in 
Europe" (Dicey) 

One word more about some points in the 
Russian priesthood, and I shall conclude this 
paper. In, Russia (a part of) the clergy form a 
separate caste or order. Their sons are expect­
ed to take orders and a license is necessary to 
ell able them to follow any secular occupation. 
By youths of talents this is eas~ly obtained, the 
refuse become priests or enter the monastic orders 
from which the higher offices of the Church are 
always chosen. Thus the clergy are divided into 
two ranklS-the white and black or the secular 
or Parish priests and the regulars or monks; and 
we further lea.rn that "it is not uncommon to see 
a priest who has been publicly whipped like a 
miserable vagabond perform his religious services 
a few hours after before his parishoners who 
witnessed his disgrace." 

Let us try to sum up. The term Religion 
means to the .majority of Christians gOQd many 
things, it brings before his mind several ideaa. 
Some of them are distinct, clear and definite. 
All these are grou~ed together and connected 
with questions relating to creed, doctrine worship 
and discipline. These again may be divide({ 
almost indefinitely into rituals, dress, mUlic, in-
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cense, taper, tood, fasting; symbols, objects, arti­
cles and beings of respect, veneration or worship~ 
ceremonies- celebrations; into questions fegard­
ing the Bible its genuiness, sanCtity and inter­
pretation; cross, images, \ Icons, saints, relics; 
regarding pilgrimages Holy water, Holy oil, Holy 
sanctum; regarding methods of prayer--silent, 
loud, personal, congregational, choral, tumnltous ; 
regarding marriage and celebacy, monks aud nuns 
cloisters and convents. 

The central figure of Christ.ianity is Christ 
and there are endless views taken of the peNon­
ality yet there is a consensus of opinion among 
the Christians as to who are Christians arid what is 
phristianity. Let us ask our friend the educated 
Englishman as to what he has got to say. He 
would probably say yes, it is true that 
there is great diversity among us and very 
likely it will be hard to find out any article 
or oreed or doctrine in which we all agree. 
l'here are eccentricities, there are corruptions. 
But when education becomes more general, the 
ignorance will disappear, many of the aberrent 
types that we meet with now, will cease to exist. 
As to what is Christianity it will be impossible 
to give,. definatiQn that will satisfy all or be 
applicable in the case of everybody, hut on the­
whole we ha va got a general sort of idea. as to 
what it is and we don't quarrM among ourselves. 
as to the differences. 

This is what 'wa believe will be the opinion 
of moat sensible Christians. 



xvi. 
Let me return to the Circular issued by the 

Census Commissioner to the Government of 
India, and have a look at the 'tests' that have 
been prepared "to pa.ve the way for II. decision as 
to what that standard should be" which is 
presumably to define the exact position of 
certain communities-occupying at present in 
the opinion of the official "an extensive deLata.ble 
ground." The question to be considerad is 
whether they are Hindus or Nor-Hindus. 

(1) Do the members of the caste or tribe 
worship the Great Hindu Gods? 

(2) Are they allowed to enter Hindu 
temples or to make offerings at the shrine? 

(:l) Will good Brahmans act as their priests 1 
(4) Will degraded Brahmans do so? In 

what case are they recognised hy persons 
outside the caste or are they Brahmans only 
in name !' 

(5) WiIl clean castes take water from thew? 
(6) Do they cause pollution (a) by touch 

(b) by proximity 1 
Most rQaders trying tQ follow l"hat the­

Circular is intended to convey will be struck 
with the obscurity of its language. Taken as a 
whole it is difficult to clearly grasp as to what ill 
exactly means, for practiCRUy every sentenoe is 
open to the same remarks. The terms oastes­
good Brahmans, degraded Brahmans, Pollution 
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-are, as we shall see later on used presumably 
with reterence to certain meanings attached to 
them. It is hard to make out what thef:le defi­
nitions are. The word Hindu is "Uf!ed pretty fre­
quently and the Circular is intended to define 
Hinduism from Non-Hinduism. 

The first question is-do the members of the 
~ste or tribe worship the great "Hindu gods"1 
This is a sample of the 'test' that has been devi­

sed to differentiate a Hindu from a Non-Hindu. 
What will attract most people's attention 

is the curious nature of the language that 
has been used. What are the great Hmdu 
Gods and what are the lesser Hindu Gods? What 
has Hindui!:!1ll to do wiht the worship of either' 

It seems that the Census Commissioner has 
got some sort of idea that there are greater Hir.­
-du Gods and there are lesser Hind u Gods and 
that somE:l people worship the great Hindu Gods 
and that others worship the .lesser Hindu Gods, 
and those that worship the greater Hindu Gods 
are presumably Hindus and those that don't, are 
Non-Hindus. 

Most people will wonder as to where has the 
ilfiicial got his ideas from ? What do the words 
mean and. what sense is the statemQnt intended 
to oollvey 1 

Suppose we slightly alter the question and 
~t it with reference to certail' European people. 
"Do the members of the nation or race worship 
the great Christian gods"1 What will be consi­
dered. of the qu.ery ! 
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The Roma.n Cat~lios worship the Virgin 
Mary. Some among the Copts helieve her to be 
one of the persons of the Trinity, some of them 
again worship certain saints fervently and insome 
cases more devoutly than they do the founder of 
Christianity. The Russia.n peasants assign .. 
high place to their stlints and many hardly know 
of any other object of worship. There are 
millions of Chriljtlans who ha.rdly offer a.ny wor­
ship to J eaus Christ. What purpose can such a 
question serve? 

I will take the second "test." 
(1) Are they allowed to euter Hindu temples 

or to mako offerings at the shriLle? "They" 
refers to castes and tribes occupying the exten­
sive debatable ground. 

If my Ooriah bearer Raghu and my up­
COUll try servant Ganga, both excellent Hindus, 
take into their heads on a Sunday morning to 
join ill the worship of the Saht!Jl()!lUeS and with 
that object present themselves in their best. linen 
a.t the door of the big cathedral at the corner of 
the maidan they will be politely-yea-why uot 
-very politely told by the verger or whatever 
may be the name of the official who is in charge 
of 8uch duties, elsewhere to seek spiritual COID­

fort. If they ill further quest of such • comforts. 
seek to enter any of the innumerable tile churches 
pr chapels that abOtlnd in the town, they will not 
only be permitted to enter but will be encouraged 
to ta.ke pa.rt in the worship of the Christiana, and 
if Cilley ohQo8e, can make tneir resPQuses as fer· 
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vently as any of them. R.ghu and Ganga were 
not refused admittanoe -into the oathedral because 
they were non-Christians. The question <1f Reli­
gion did not enter it;lto it at all. It was some­
thing very different. If some of the Christian 
co-worshippers of Raghu and Ganga at the 
humble tile chapel off Dhurmtola Street were to 
present themselves at the cathedral they will 
very likely meet with the same fate. StIll this 
faot will not mark the latter as non-Christians. 

In certain states of America-such as Virgi­
nia, Georgia, Carolina-Negroes are not per­
mitted to worship in the same church as the 
white people There are different burial grounds 
for the two races. Yet both Negroes and the 
white people are undoubted Christians and 
consider each other as such. 

In the Coptic church no one belonging to any 
other Communion is allowed within the Holy of 
Holies. Profession of Christianity makes no 
difi'erelwe. 

Mahomedans in this country sometimes make 
offerings at Hindu Temples and Hindus do the 
~me in Mahomedan shrines What has the 
question of re1igion to do with entering of 
temples l'knd making of offerings? • 

It may be said that some sects objPct-does 
it follow that all Hindus object or does the fact 
that some dislIke certain peOl>le to enter their 
plaoe of worship. mark the latter as Non-Hindus ?' 

Let me rass on to the next "test" 
8. Wil good Brahmans act as their priests t 
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I am Rari Sreni, Bharadwaja Got;ra, Khardai­
mel. If such terms do not convey what must be 
apparent to everybody, then my labour has been 
in vain. I need hardly say that I am a good 
Brahman-in fact better than all other Brahmans 
-although there are people who affect to ques­
tion such an apparent fact-quite groundlessly I 
need hardly say. ' 

It will puzzle most Hindus to lllfl.ke out the 
idea the official intends to convey by "good 
Brahmin." In the next h test," he uses the ex­
pression "degraded Br~hmins." Let us see if 
we can make out what he means by the terms 
,I good" and degraded." A Brahman ministers 
to what are called "the low castes." The 
Brahman, let us say, belonged to the Kulin class. 
After he accepts the ministry of "the low 
l.lastes" he is boycotted by hi8 previous Kulin 
Brahman associates. They will not eat. drink or 
even sit with him. He is sent to Coventry ali a 
school boy would say. It is a social affair, it has 
nothing to do with religion or its observance. 

Suppose an ordained minister of the Church 
of England was to do anything thl'l.t hi" pari­
shioners or .QiRhop take objection to, and suppose 
that the offence is of so serious a nature that:his 
Bishop or the Court of A rehes or the Houses of 
Convocation deem ~t expedient that he should be 
removed from the ministry a.nd debarred from any 
further performance of his clerical duties, he will 
be, I a.m not sure of the word, unfrocked. The 
<offending minister will still, I think, continue as 
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Reverend, for he has been once ordain~, and 
that cannot be annulled but his l.icense will very 
probably be taken· away. As a minister one of 
bis duties might have been to confirm candidates. 
He will of courSfill not be permitted to do so 
again. He will have nothing to do with a 
minister's religious duties. Take the case of the 
"degraded Brahman." He is socially ostracised; 
his former associates, so to speak, will have nothing 
to do with him. But if he becomes a priest of a 
"low caste" he retaills overy one of the privi~ 
leges of a priest and is just as much of a. Brahman 
or of a priest as he formerly wa.s. Supposing 
thAre are two Englishmen -brothers both-dr­
dained as ministers. One of them is a curRt,fl in 
Mayfair-the other say in Hoxton. Supposing 
the former is to say to the other-an unlikely 
supposition-" look here, you minister to the 
costers, I work among the aristocracy, I will have 
nothing to do with you." If an Englishman can 
understand this state of things, he may have an 
idea of what we mean by. "Good Brahman" 
and "degraded Brahman." What has re1igion 
to do with it ? 



XVII. 
In the 1ight of the above ex planation let us 

read again the 3rd "test." Will good Brahmins 
act as their priests 1 I may • well take the 
fourth test with it. It rUllS as follows :--

Wi1l degraded Brahmins do so 1 In what 
case, are they recogniRed as Brahmins by persons 
outside the caste or are they Brahnlins only 
in name? . 

It is hard to answer the questions, the diffi. 
culty is peculiar The writer has evidently some 
idea of his own not (mly as to what constitutes 
good and degraded Brahmans but it looks as if 
he has some sort of notion that there are some 
functions peculiarly connected with good Brah· 
mans and ~orne that lie withm the special 
province of the degraded ones. In the absence 
of a clearer knowledge of the writer's thonghts 
on the subject, one has to grope his way as to 
the meaning attached to the queries. Let me 
try. 

Every Brahman is lIot a priest-that fact 
is probably kqown to all. Every Brahman can 
take up a priest's work that is also kno;n to us. 
There is no such ceremony among us which 
corresponds with tat:l ordination of a minister 
among Christians. W hetit@r a Brahman in taking 
up a priest's work, will chool::lo the people of any 
caste is entirely a matter of option with him. In 
case however he is tt.lready a prie~t of a Hlow 
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caste" he will find· it hard to get people 
belonging to a high caste to solicit hi§ minis­
trations. Takp the instance of a Roman Catholic 
priest. It will be an unlikely thing for, say, a 
Weslyan to ask him to hold service in a 
Methodist Chapel. It will be equally unlikely 
for the Roman Catholic to accede to such a 
request. Every possible question that is connec­
ted in the minds of both of them with religion 
will stand in the way. 

Suppose a "Brahma.n" who ministers to the 
high caste is asked by a low caste to minister 
to him ; the Brahman will most likely n~fase. 
His high cast followers will also object The 
refusals and ohjections will be on the ground that 
I have tried to explain above. They will be 
practically ou what would be called social 
considertltion. 

Supposing a Brahman who ministers to do 

Brahllll-l.n-I wonder whether it will be intelli­
gible to a European-takes iut) his head to act 
as a priest to a N amasudra and as a consequence 
officiates at a Durga Puja in the latter's house 
he will perform exactly the same ceremonies, 
prolJ;ou{ICe the same Mantras whiph w()Uld be 
equivalent to saying hold the same £It"lrvice in 
the Namasudra's house ,as he used to do in the 
house of his Brahman foUowers. A Roman 
Catholic priest will decline to hold service in a 
Methodist chapel on religious grounds. A high 
-caste Brahman will decline to officiate as a priest 
in a sudra's house on social (or society) grounds. 
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The la.st part of the 4tp qllestion need not 
detain VB long. In what case art: they recog­
nised as Brahmins by persons outl:!lide the caste 
or a.re they Brahmins only in name 1 "They" 
refers to degarded Brahmans. 

A Brahman is a.lways a Brahman just as an 
ordained Christian 1lI1I1ister is always a minister. 
Only in the case of the Cill istian clergyman his 
license to act as a clergyman can be taken away 
while no power can ever make a Brahman any­
thing but a Brapman and if he chooseR to be a 
priest and can find people to accept him as such, 
there is nobody who can stand in his way. As 
to his being recognised or otherwise-that 
depends upon what is meant by recognition. A 
graduate of Oxford or Cambridge is a University 
man. There are graduates of other Univen,ities 
in tbe country. W hen an ordilJary Englishman 
talks of his flon being in the n niversity, it is 
pretty generally understood as to w hi<.'h two 
Universities he refers. Of course the other 
U ni versitie:s are recognised-I should think-in 
a way. 

I will take the last two questions together :­
(5) Will clean castes take water from them? 
(6) Do the, cause pollution (a) by t<'Uch (b) 

,by proximity? 
Let us take a scEtDe with which everyone of 

us is familiar. It is the morning. The mother 
or grandmother is holding her Pujah, worship 
as it is mistra.nslated. Communion is the nearest 
English word that occurs to me. It is a room kept 

7 
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apart-the Thakurghat-there IS no furniture~ 
There she is at her prayers and Pujah. In the 
corner is crouching a little figUH -the daughter 
or the granddaughter waiting till the Pujah will 
be over then she will have the flowers. Let U8 

look at two of the principal artICles used in the 
Pujah-water and flowerf>. The water is, wherever 
it is possible to obtain it, Ganges water, the flowers 
and leaves probably of her own picking, early in 
the morning. There may be a few other offermgs­
rice or fruits Every thing is scrupulously clean. 
The grains of rice, the "Bel" leaves, the flowers, the 
few fruits have all been washed, probably with her 
own hands. The few vessels holding the watet' or 
the offering shine like burnished gold-they h.we 
all been cleaned. There is the worshipper. Shp. 
has taken her bath early in the morning and has 
put on her c1ean~st cloth, if it is of linen, washed 
overnight. The room as I have said is bare: 
no one who is not equally clean-be it son, 
brother, sister or mother-will think of entering 
the room. Thil little girl in the corner has in­
truded-she is evidently a privileged person; 
but she keeps her d~stance. There are millions 
of Hindu homes where this takes place every day 
in the year. • 

Let us take an altogether different scene­
an operation room in a h08p~tal. We have all 
heard of anti-septil' method of treatment and 
aseptic operations-both directed against con­
tamination or infection as it is called-by poi­
sonous material. If we substitute perfect cleanli-


