
· alto ""* .... ed 1ritb the effoIt8 of tho GO,ert\IIle$ Qf 
Eengal Iince he bad the hOQOl of being at its bead. &lUI 
assured them that GovernmeDt's grntIiIt ~ ... to devote 
1t$elf to wak:hi~r over their welfare. g. hal foAl wlahed to 
visit this large and important centre, Mymensingb; and it 
bad beea one of hit first cares to edect a spoelal Ma,gistrate 
and Collector for so beavy a charge. In Mr. PhilUPf"'\he 
DIStrict poSiessecl an officer of the highest ability and of 
indefatigable energy. and it was to be boped that his healtll 
would permit of hiS remainmg long enough to carry through 
the many importapt works of ~ Ihstnct. As regards the 
address of the District Board. it was one of unusual import­
ance, owing to the very WIde view it took of the Jequlrementa 
of the district, and bis Honor said be could not do .ore than 
touch on some of the points alluded to, and leave the others 
to be treated in the secretariat, for wbich he would, however. 
issue special orders. In referring to the Municipal Address. 
his Honor expressed hiS sympathy with the members of the 
Committee in their loss of so able a Chairman, but trusted 
nis IUCCesSor would prove himself to be equally capable. The 
address· contaiued a request that the ferry revenues might 
be handed over for certam purposes, and he hoped beforo 
leaving the town to be able to make a personaluupoct!on, and 
if the projects seemed In every way desirable the req ... 
should be granted. In reply to the address from the Maho, 
medan Association his Honor assured the members that • 
bad always sympathised WIth their wants, and that Govern-> 
ment were equally wlllmg and anxIOus to gIVe them their fait 
'Share in all appoiDtments, but it was absolutely necessary that 
they would fit themselves for the posts. Though Government 
wu bound to diJide its patronage as fairly as pos&ible, it was 
an equity sacred duty that only 1hose qualified for appoint­
menta should hBld them. and i1 was a regrettable fact that 
sreat: difficulty was uperienced in finding qualified Mabo­
aedab cudidates. Tho remarks about local schoollleelDed 
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reasonable, and the Dlttri& Board 'Weald be uk~ to pe tU 
matter their <:oui~eration and what help and encouragements 
they could. The Moelt6lisbment of the Madrassa was ,. qua­
tion that hid not yet been brought to Dotlct. and bis HODor 
could not therefore give any sort ofVPly, except that it would 
be referred to Sir Alfred Croft for report;' who, no doubt, would 
gl~a"1y embrace the opportunity of assisting the Mabomedans 
as far as be could; and as far as was fair be, no doubt, would 
help witb a share of the Government funds. In reply to the 
gentlemen of Sherpur his HQOOr said be hoped on some future 
occasion to be able to visit them in their own homes, and see 
something of their villages, but though the Magistrate had 
Kindly arranged that he should drive out and see ODe or two 
of the Sfierpur gentlemen, the plan had unfortnnately been 
abandoned owing to want of t!ime. The request they made 
for a railway was already included in the scheme proposed by 
the District Board, which went a very great deal further. and 
was a very large request, indeed, even for an extensive di~lrict 

like this. It was very Simple for a district to make. '"rh re­
quests, but were each to do 80 the sum total would 1>e some­
thing appalling. The project of the District Board Would 
require at least some 50 lakhs, which was out of the question, 
but a survey of the Tangail line should be made. It had al­
ways ~o be remembered that in dealing with funds for railways 
the funds were Imperial and not Provincial, and that there 
was only a certain sum available each year. Of this Bengal, of 
t=ourse, got its share, and were it possible to do so a loan of the 
tlCcesaary eight takhs or so would be lent for the counstruction 
nf this line on the security of the District Board. The con­
tinuation of the line to Sherpur would be a very aDcb more 
difficult concern, owing to its involving the !onltraCtion of a 
great length of bridge, 11' hleb would be quite beyond the mean. 
of the Provincial Government. The funds, tbeiefore, would baYe 
to be asked for &om the Imperial coffers. and not only wO!J1d be 
a Vert clear case of neecsaity for the line- have to be made our. 
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but 6.0 a Tel')' decided 'Pmspect'of!>roftt. E\'9 80 it was highly 
improbable that Government would pDt lJle ne~,sary sanc­
tion ,nd funds, considering that sach pat projects as the 
Aasam~Cbittagong line, which for yearl bad been a~t &Cheme, 
were as yet unfinished, pd would require several crares for 
completion. Government only bad a certain sum annually 
for such works, in wbich a great hole would be made ';erc 
they to grant six lakhs bere and eight lakhs there for small 
local requirements. His Honor tben expressed his satisfaction 
at hearing of tbe construction andplaintenance of roads, found­
ing of scholarships, and other such good works, wbich were 
a distinct step in advance; and on behalf of the Government 
be thanked those gentlemen who were expending their time 
and energy on behalf of their countrymen. His lfonor then 
said "that after all these sentiments of approval he was bound to 
add a word of disagreement, and tbat was because he was 
sorry to find the address of the District Board penetrated by 
the idea so common in this country, tbat the people should 
look enlirely to Government for support, or, as they put it 
in the Il~dress, State nursing, State aid, and State subsidies. 
It was absolutely necellsary in these days of enlightenment and 
progress that they should learn to sland alone, and alone 
to work out their own requirements. The Government of 
India had already as much to do as it could manage and it 
was a well-known fact that it9 officials were overworked. The 
difficulty about the looseness of the nuptial tie among the lower 
classes (.f Mabomedans was a great misfortune, but it was not 
for law to step in where morality was concerned; for what Waa 
the good of law where the public conscience did not carry i' 
out? A time no doubt would come when educatlOil aDd 
civilization .. oull work the necessary remedy. As regard. 
tbe request for a Mahomedan Marriage Registration Act. 
bis Honor said he was by no means in favor of it, and woulet 
c:e~ Dever bring forward such a Bill until a great majority 
of the MabOlliedIllS had tequeated him to do 10. aud • 
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preaem be beneved there ... a 'WIlY d~td loelinr apll.t it. 
In eoadUliOft, his Honor explained at considerable length 
laGit VIfOIlg both in tbeoq and practice was the State aid tor 
wbic:ll fIeop&e were so ready to ask. 

RBez:r TO AN ADDRESS OF THE "INDIGO PLAN .. 
TERS OF BEHAR AND SONEPUR, NOV., 1891. 
His Honor, replying, said to MI. Hudson and the gentl~ 

men representing the Indigo Planters' Association, that he had 
received with great satlsfaceon the address with wbich they 
bali been good enough to welcome bim on his arrival among 
them in Behar, and that be very cordially reciprocated these 
kind feelitlgs, and hoped that biB arrival a.mong them wf'JUld 
leave nothing but present recollections both in their ~nds 
.,nd in his own. Coming among them as he did. almost a cOm~ 
plete stanger to Behar, they would not, of course, expect him. 
to say much about the details of their work. He came mOre 
with the object of learning the position of the Indigo industry 
than for the purpose of giving any opinion on the su~ect. ami 
he trusted that be would have the opportunity of-~>.g 
much knowledge that would be useful to himself. What be 
knew at p~ent about the industry .was to a large extent due 
to a report drawn up by his predecessor Sir Stewart Bayley 
just beiore resigning office. This report had lately been 
published as a Parliamentary paper, and he would read to 
them a few passages in order to give publicity to those 
views: Sir Ashley Eden, addre.aaiIDg the Indigo Plamers' As­
sociation, said :-" I take this opportunity of thanking your 
Assc:siation for the cordial co-operation which you have 
always given to me and the officers of ~tferflJUent, for 
the admirable influence which you have exercised throughout 
Behar and for the conciliatory and modera~ spirit in which 
you have adjusted disputes between 1:ontending interes ... s .. " He 
~ read exttacts from the Administration Report of the P-. 
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l>iviitoa fQr the ,.. «883..8.* • C04latis8lonet'l _ote .. 
follows :-" Wi. regard to the Behar lndigo Plutera' Astto­
elation, I understand that it Is doing mudi good work. • 
Secretary of tbe Associadon complains that lOtae ia4iptllutera 
benefit by the institution while decUnlng to be bou~d by itw 
rules or to contribute to its necessary expenses. He thinks 
that an expression of opinion on the part of the Governttlent 
would be sufficient to induce these gentlemen to join the Asso­
ciation." Sir Charles was sorry to find that tbis anticipation 
of the Commissioner had not altogetber been realized. Another 
report says :-" The Secretary of the Behar Indigo Planters' 
Association writes to the Collector of Mozufferpore tbat he 
believes the relations between planters, zemindars, and ryots are 
satisfactory, and that during the past year there has been hardly 
any.necessity fot the interference of tbe ASSOCiation with the 
aitairs of any factory." He adds: "The operations of the 
Cadastral Survey Del'artment under Colonel Barrow, and of 
the record of rights under Mr. Collin were begun in No­
vember last, and there has been, I am happy to believe, no 
friction 'between the members of the Association and the 
~rs "'mentioned, owing in a great measure to the tact 
and courtesy displayed by them in all matters which have 
been brought to their notice." Another report say!>: -" The 
Indigo Planters' Association furnishes the best possible in­
stance of local self-government. It is completely voluntary. It 
is latent till occasion arises, and then it spring» into action." 
And the last passage in that part of the report, that dealt 
with Behar and which sum. up Sir S. C. Bayley's own views, 
were as follows :-" A reference to the general correspondence 
of this Government shows that wherea.~ formerly the oobject 
of indigo was .burning ooe, which gave constant anxiety and 
requiN:d unremitted attention, it now really elicits allusions 
such as those • .qupted from the Administration Report-a 
change which iDdica.tes how much more smoothly the work i. 
carMd 01\ at t>fescnt." He needed bardly to say to tn. 
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gentlemen there present tiftLt he had lead these report' with 
great satisfaction, ,and he trusted that the opinion formed by 
such experienced men were $till justified, and that the w9rking 
of their Anociation was still directed to smoothing away and 
removing all harshness and injustice, Hd that the members 
were doing all in their J:ower to enaure the progress and sue­
c~of this great industry. 

One passage which he had just read spoke of the ex­
perimental cadastral survey carried on in the Mozufferpur 
district about four years ago.. He would take this opportunity 
of referring especially to that, because, as they no dcubt were 
aware, the cadastral survey was about to be commenced in the 
four districts of Northern Behar. He need hardly say that he 
had not \ntered on an undertaking of this kind without a 
due sense of the difficulties that might arise and the conc;ider­
able labour that it would entaIl on hImself and many of his 
officers. It was not a work one would undertake with a light 
heart. He knew that there had already been signs of an agi­
tation commencing against it, but he was quite satisbed thl 
the cadastral survey was wanted in this country. an~ that it 
would he highly beneficial. From what he had been ab"lrtO 
learn from some of their number, he believed that all the most 
Influential members would welcome the measure. It would 
give them an accurate knowledge of every one's rights with 
which they had to deal. They were all of tbtm obliged to 
have constant dealings both with ryots and landholders, and 
it would be found to be most important to know the exact 
extent of those rightll conferred upon them by the Tenancy 
Act. The trurd great class interested in the question was 
the Zemlndars, and from them he knew that BOlDe agitation 
and opposition might be expected, but he !'oped that tbese 
would melt away wben they beard more of the facts. Every 
Zemindar was obliged to keep up a record of his ryOti. their 
boldings, and their rents. but tbis record was generaUy. most 
Inaccurate, as for the most part they were obliged to rely on 
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WeU, the survey would give them an accurate record of these 
facts, 'and would clear up all the dispute8 and ycertainties 
which caused 80 much annoyance and loss. He tJ;Pited it 
was hardly necessary for him to asllnre the Zemindars that 
Government would not have entered on this underts~ng 
unless it had been convinced that it would be for the good and 
not the harm of the landlorrls. He was convinced that when 
the three parties most interested, the ryots, the zemindars, 
and planten, came to know wltat the Survey really meant, 
they would welcome it as a thing beneficial to themselves. 

He had just issued a Resolution, which he hoped they 
would read carefully when it was published in the .ext Gov­
ernI!lent Gazelle and the newspapers, and he gladly took 
th(s opportunity of explaining its contents and arguments 
briefly to them. He trusted that all who read it and under­
stood its full scope and intentions would lend him their 
hearty co-operation in the performance of this arduous task. 
The Intligo Planters' Association had been spoken of as a 
~of the Admintstrath'e Machine, assisting Government and 
being in return assisted by Government. As long as they 
carried out this silent compact which was made with thtm by 
Sir Ashley Eden, and carried on their operations with justice and 
equity, he could assure them that the Association would receive 
his hearty support. In conclusion, he begged to thank them 
cordIally for the kind way in which they had received him, and 
he would look forwllJ'd to the remainder of his tour as likely to.be 
equally pleasant and profitable to him as it had hitherto been. 

SPEE~H ON THE DUFFERIN FUND. 
The following Address was tielivered at a meeting of the 

supporters of tpe Countess of Dutr'}rm's Fund. H. E. the 
Vic~oy in the Chair, Jan. 1892. 

ne best manner in which we can show our thaw to 
),our Excellencia for the support and encour'iCJDeDt !'f tbi.t 
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Society, is by sbO'Wi:ng what haa been doIae b,y it Qt 40r it during 
the past 19f, what progress we ha", made, artd wbat we. hope 
to make. We have now five female hospitals in Bengal, in 
Calcutta, in Bhagulpore, Durbhanga, Gya)*l Ctlttatk, and at 
all of these, with one exception, the ntunb!r of patient! who 
hav!' received medical attendance was larger than in the pre­
ceding year. The one exception, I am 80rrf to say, is that of 
the Dufferin Hospital in Calcqtta I there, though the in-patientl 
increased from lJ 8 to 173, the number of out-door patients feU 
from 21,000 to about 17.oo~. There were, we believe, two 
reasons for this; Olle was the death of Mrs. Foggo who ha.d 
become well known, and had gaine1 the confidence of the 
public, arm it was not unnatural that it would take a little timft 
for her successor to acquire a similar following, and tha.t the 
numbers should fall off for a time. The other reason was that 
lhe ~den HGspital had opened a dispensary fOf women com­
ing as out-door patients, and this had, of course, tended u., 
compete with the Dufferin Hospital, but so far as thh, l..au$O 

operates it is satisfactory to know that more medical tare, not 
less, is being bestowed on wOrIJen. We have gooJ re!!'lr.l 
to hope that the results will tend to a larger attendance at 
both i.nstitutions next year. Besides these we have no les~ 
than four hospital!> which are well OIJ. their way ~o existence. 
That at Bettiab of which Lady Elliott lately laid the founda­
tion stone, we owe to the mUnificence pf the Maharajah 
of Bettiah. The brother of the Maharajah of Durbhanga/ 
R~a Rameswar 811lgh Bahadoor has undertaken to provide 
kmd$ for starting a women's hospital at Raj Nagar, and"fhougb 
tho project has not advanced durmg the year, I have no doubt 
that he wilt perform his promise at an early datet While I was in 
Behar I receive<l a very generoqs do~on from a mabomedan 
gentleman of the place of Rs 1e,O" towards-foundlpg a hasr 
pital in Patna, and another Indian ~entleman bas privately 
pdetta1r.en to supply whatever funds are requisite to complete 
MG _ tQe bllildins. 80 ihat I may congta~ fatPa, til, 
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second toq In ~ptj Oft the prospect that this want wiD 
.bertl), be satisfied. WitlU~ the last few daY. I have beard 01 
the Collection of Funds f9r a hospital at Dinajpur.and I hope 
that this institution will soon be started. This Is ctr&ainly a 
good tale of progress for a Ilngl~ year as regards the creation 
of women's hospitals. 

Next, as to the number of ladies of different degrees of 
,kill and training, who are employed under the Dufferin Fund 
in the treatment of womeQ, our report is as follows: We have 
«me lady Doctor of the first ellss, who is in charge of the 
Dufferin Hospital, Calcutta j of the second grade, those wao 
have taken the degree of Licentlat.es in medicine and surgery, 
.we have five at Bhagalpur, Darbhanga, Gla, Cuttack and 
~i~gong; of the third grade, who correspond to hospital 
assistants, we have only three, at Murshidabad, Burdwan and 
Kamarhatti. In order to test how we stand in this respect, it 
is well to compare ourselves with our sister province of the 
North-West, the province in whIch thIs Society has received Its 
widest e\:pan'lion, in so much that of the half million patients 
~ord' you have heard as recipients of medIcal relief during 
the past year, about half belong to the Nortb-Western Provm~ 
ceB alone. Well, I find that in the N orth-West Provllicei they 
ha.ve one lady doctor of the first grade~the same number as 
we have j they have six of the second grade against our five; 
it is only in the third grade that they are much ahead of 
1.18, having, I think, twelve or fifteen against our three. It 
is clearly necessary for us to do all we can to diminish 
this difference and to increase the number of our trained 
and skilled lady doctors. This is, as Mr. Beverley and 
Mr. Chentral lIao have already told you, the very root of 
the matter for the Da4erin Society, and if we overcome thi. 
diaiculty, we !\lay rely on overccmhlg every other ob.tac~ 
chat tdaDd. ill our way; but it is a very ~al difficulty. W. 
!lave . ~o 'pcellent instiautioDS at whJch tbese ladies .. 
#aiDed. At &bt Medkal Colloge. theM are 'I feIQalo JtadeIlt. 



• • 
but Dr. Birch baa not arranged hit figIres 10 .. SO ahow how 
many of these are'likdy to pasI out in the Dext or the follO'V­
lng year. '1ere the educatioa is of the highest clan. u4 every 
effort alwuld be strained to keep up the nUlbers of theM 
students. At the Campbell Medical ScbQQl the education onl, 
fitl~he students for the tbird or hospital assi~pde; butthil 
II the grade of which as I have sbewn, it is most important to 
increase the numbers. Last year 10 or II young women pueed 
out, and when I last visited the school, Dr. Coull-Mackenzie 
told me that all of these, atept, I think, one, bad obtained 
employment, and that one has, I believe, received an app()int­
ment since then. But in the year that is now passing out there 
is a lamGlltable falling off-the number is only four, 80 that 
we have a very small reserve on which to fall back for ti.Uing 
the new extensions we hope to make. I trust this decrease IS 

only temporary and accidental, as the numbers in the two lower 
years are considerably larger, but I strongly feel that tbis ia the 
direction in which personal effort is most needed. I would urge 
this on the influential gentlemen whom I see assembied hCle. 
Many of you have large numbers of dependents, ohtn bile-' 
ditary followers, and if you can impress on tbem how desirable 
a thing it is for their girls to take up, this new opening in life 
and to embrace the study of medicine; how useful they will be to 
their CQuntry-women as well as how profitable the profession 
will be to themselves, you will do more for the spread and suc­
cess of the Dufferin Society than were jf you made the most 
m~nificent contributions in money. Mr. Chentral Rao spoke 
of stirring up the District Boards and Municipalities to help ill 
this way. I am glad to say that they have shewn great readi­
Desa to do it. Avery Jarge number of the ~rds end JiWli­
cipalities ha\'e offered scholarships; but in too maar cues no 
one has come forward to accep~ the offer. • I am confident. 
however. that we need not despond aud that is only. que8tioD 
of time before public opinion ~mea permeated wltboat 
phi=. and cxpreJaell -itaelt wltmctiy on out aide. 1 _YO ~ 
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f. the 1aIt part of ., spIech the importUt questioa of 
finance: and the matb I have to tPake otl this lIubjtct are 
IlCIt IO'Dluo~intended for the preseat audlClnce. which hal the 
printed report before it, but I make them in the hope thtt they 
wiD be fullyl'eported in the newspapers both EngUah and Ver-.. 
nacular. and will penetrate to the mofussil districts, .. my 
main object is to shew in what way I wish the Provincial 
Bl:aDch to work, not for .Calcutta alone, but for the mofussiJ. 
It is with pride and p\eas\1Te that I announce that Bengal has 
responded to the appeal which I ve~tured to make in this h~ll 
last year in a way 91ch has surpassed my most sanguine anti­
cipations. We have received this year &s. 37,400 fOJ the Build­
ing Fund of the Dufferin Hospital, and that proj~ is now 
in a secure position, and its extensions are almost completed; , .. 
and we have raised Rs. 3z,9'9, or say, &s. 33,000 for the Gene­
ral Fund. You will SILY it is most unreasonable if I am not 
altogether satisfied; and indeed I am fully satisfied with the 
amount collected, but not so much so with the composition of 
the item .• When we put aside sums that are ear-marked, like 
ttre·~. 10,tloo given by my Mahomedan friend at Patna for the 
women's hospital, or munificent gifts like the Rs. 10,000 of Mr. 
Walter Thomson of Behea and the Rs. 5,000 of the Raja of 
K.haira, which we cannot expect to be constantly repeated, 
there remains only Rs 8,000 contributed by the general public. 
Our expenditure, on the other hand, has been &s. (4,000 this year. 
aad this is the normal and recurrent outlay on the Dufterin 
Hospital aad the Surnomoyi Hospital, which I do not see any 
nacans of largely reducing. One item, indeed, there is whicb 
might be reduced j and I make a special point of mentioning 
it,. as 1 see the Cbjirman of the ciIcutta Corporation preaent. 
Last year it was remarked in more than one quarter that the 
R.t. t,1OCI per anpwn subscribed b)' tlle Corporation to tho 
DtiffOrinJloepll:al was, If not illiberal. at least Dot bolUl1dous; 
but ., .... 11. tlIouaht tlt to increase the figure. Ther •• 
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Hospital Building; and tbia il a e~ fm1n "bich I really 
think they m\gbt' 6nd it in their hearts to exempt 10 deserv ... 
jllg a tbarity. I appeal to the Chairman and to ,an,'of the 
'Municipal Commissioners who may be present to take thi. 
matter into ~0D5ideration at an early lDMting • 

.. Now to resume. Our obligatory espendituft!: is, as I 
said, about Rs. 14,000 a year and 1 want to place that on a 
firm basis. We receive about Rs. 5,000 a year from ODr in- ' 
".,ted flmds, and the balance, or Rs. 9,000, is an amount wbic~ 
I make no doubt will be c~ntributed year after year by public 
charity. I should be very ungrateful for what has been done 
and very wanting in reasonable wnfidence for the f:ltlU'e if I 
felt any \tant of security on th'a sucject. 

Even this very day I have received from two generous 
residents of Calcutta, Messrs, Heera La} Johory and Gula.} 
Chand a contribution of Rs. 1,500 towards the fllnds of OUI' 

Society. But what I am extremely desirous to see are these 
sums distributed over a wider basis and contributed not in 
large gifts by a few wealthy persons, but in smal' &m0\2nts 

by a great number of the well-to-do middle class. -rhls.,.ei'f' 
for the first time, the Provincial Branch is able to annoance 
that it has received a promise. of annual subscriptions of 
:RE,350 from 14 diffel'ent people, and many of these sub­
scriptions are in amounts of Rs, 10 and Rs, u. This is what 
I want to secure, and what I asked for-not subscriptions 
of RI. 50 and Rs. 100 but of Rs. 10 and Rs. 11 and .Rs. 
2.'0 per annum. It is a great mi<;take, and a very com moD' 
Anglo-Indian mistake, to think that a subscription, if given 
at all, must be a handsome one of Rs. 100 I or R", ;0; the 
result is that many abstain from giving, a.,t th06C who give 
or obliged to giVil to a more restricted number of charities 
than they would. I trust that we may receh .. ~ thhl year a large 
influx of small a.nnual sums, the promise of wbich.iD doni 
$lenrit)' of a broad and permanont basis to this charity, ua4 
willjustify us in ~ing out the wcnsions we. aim at.. 
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This brings me to the laSt point in my speech which 

is this: say, that we get a permanent hicome from sub. 
scriptio'hS of Rs. 10,000 or Rs. '5,000, what do Wt intend to 
do with it? Hitherto our energi. have been absorlled ia 
starting the Dufferin Hospital in Calcutta, but it is obvious 
tbat we must not be content to remain in this' position. 1t 
is the mofussil from which. to a large extent, we receive 
subcriptions, and it is in the mofussll, which needs medical 
bkill and attendance far more than Calcuttt. with its magnificent 
provision of hospitals and its abun~an('e of doctors, that our 
funds should chiefly be spent. The scheme whIch I intcnd to 
j.Jropose to the Local Committee is that we should otTer to pay 
half the salary of a mcdical lady, up to, say, Rs. 30, til every 
dIstrict, and should offer to pay half the cost of erecting a. 
women's ward, up to, say, Rs. 1,000, attached to the ho~pital at 
the Head quarters of every dIstrICt. When I saId women's 
ward I used the wrong word. It IS not a ward that I contem­
plate, but a row of separate rooms SUIted to the secluded 
habits of aspectable women. We have made a great mistake 
mmt'1'to irf several cases in Bengal by creatmg wards for 
women on the same pattern as wards for men. No women 
but the very pootest wlil be content to he in beds six or eight 
or ten together in a single ward. We must provide separate 
quarters for them in which .they can retain their privacy, 
and can be visited and attended by their relatives, and I 
am glad the Maharajah of Bettiah's Hospital is being con­
structed on this plan. It need not be an expensive plan:. 
indeed, it should be a less costly one than the constructJon of 
ward& on the usual &ystem. In this way I hope that in a 
few years, possibl, even before I leave this country, I may 
see a trained lady doctor and a suitable women's Branch 
Hospital in every.dlstrict of Bengal ThIS is the scheme 
of co-operation with tbe mofussil which I hope the Provincial 
Branch -will be able to adopt, and this is the prospect of 
extension of tha objects of the society which" I truat, we s1J.aU 
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be 'lbJe tB bold out to our friends and 8uppdttera t. tb,e 
country. When we have accomplished it we shall _vo given. 
the 'h1IOSt pd mOlt practical expression of our thanks to yom 
Es.ceUtmcy and Lady La.downe for the IlUpport and en­
couragement Tou ha.ve given to thiS""'IQOSt wlt.ble charity. 
~ shall then be able to look this charming portrait of the 
Marchione&8 of Dufferin and Ava in the faee and say: "We 
have realized your beneficent aspirations, and the ban which 
you set rolling we have kept up and carried on to the goa.l 
which you a.imed at." • 

Rj:PLY TO ADDRESSES AT BHAGALPtTR, 
APRIL, 1892. 

His Honor said he begged to thank the assembled ~tle­
~en for the very kind and hearty manner in which, in the 
addresses just read, they hact welcomed him on this his 
first arrh'al in the town of Bhagalpur. and he wished to assure 
them how sensible he was of the feelings of l'Walty a.lId 
kindliness which had animated their addresses. He-wis~ 
take this opportunity of expressing how mnch he regretted 
the unforeseen accident of the previous night, by which they 
bad been caused the inconvenience of such a prolonged de­
tentilln at the railway stauon. Had there been any expectation 
of such" poS&iblity, he would m~st certaInly have telegraphed, 
asking that no one might await his arrival In three out 
oj four addresses reference had been made to the 'principal 
object of the present tour, which was, too, the principal thought 
in the minds of most people, and certainty of all those 
who were in any way connected with ~d-\he prospect 
of scarcity and famitlf> in this district. He wu, tfterefore, 
very glad to be able to reassure his bearers that he did not 
consider the present state one necessitating alarm. He bad 
visited a considerable portion of the affected pane of the 
distfict and a 1a.rge number of the relief works, ~ bad 



not :en half..a-dozea persons. aU \old, who appeared to be 
suffering from hunger, or who were to arry degree emacia­
ted. 'l'he present stage appeared to be this, that ~ere is food 
in the country, and not at ex<:esfively high prictli, ~ut the 
ordinary sources of agricultural employment for landless la­
bourers bave closed up, and they are no longd: able to CIft'n 
wages by workillg in the fields as the landlords and ryots 
alike are unable to pay wages. These classes have, therefore, 
to work on relief works in orde.r to obtain money to buy 
toad, and the present problem is- how to provide a suitable 
and sufficient programme of such works. Most effectual 
measures had been taken by Mr. Wace, the CClflec.tor, to 
provide ample labour in all places where the peorle could 
possibly require it. Those works which had been started were 
being 'carried out in a most reasonable and sagacious mahner, 
and His Honor wished to congratulate the district on their 
good fortune in having such a Collector at such a time-a man 
of such ability and sound judgment, as to know exactly how 
far to stalt these relief works or where to limlt or close them, 
1: .. ;1 yet a'toid any posslble harshness or severity. It was a 
most difficult thmg to decide the exact time when works 
should be lessened or extended; and the district was, indeed, 
fortunate in having ir. Mr. Wace e,n officer of both ability, 
earnestness, and previous ex~rience of famine work. 

His Honor said it afforded him great pleasure to be able to 
aftDOlUlCe that the Maharaja of Sonbursa, with his well-known 
geDerosity, had offered to Government Rs. 10,000 to be ex­
pended on relief works on a road or any other work of utility 
ill the distressed tracts. Babu Janordhan Smgh of Barall had 
oft'eted RI. 900 fir gratuitous relief in Supul. Rani Sitabatl 
otIered RI. 1,000 for the relief of widows and women who 
could not apJ>e&l:.in public. He understood that the Raja 
of Barwari intended making an offer, of Which no doubt he 
would soon :mat. Down the detailt. The Raja of Baeeh 
and .Itamar Nitytnand Singh bad intimated their lnteqb 
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of jointly undertaking some improvements on their estates, 
which would Sen"e as relief works, and cost RI.7.1oo. Bab'll 
Ganpat Singh intended starting some similar work to the va lue 
of RS1l2,~. The Maharaja of Durbbunga bad before him 
as liberal a scheme of works as he '-carried out in 1889, but 
ne order batt yet been given. This His H')nt)r considered 
a most laudable record of private liberality at a time when 
most needed, and he begged to congratulate the different 
donors on their public-spirited actions. 

In the address from ~he Municipal Commissioners, the 
remark that a ruler benefited by a knowledge of those he 
ruled had afforded him pleasure, as it agreed so entirely 
with hilleOwn views, and he was glad to find the District Board 
has spoken in a very similar sense. HIS Honor said he 
did not wish anyone to think that tours through differerit",\,art8 
of the province were in any way prompted by the least <listrust 
of local officers or fear of being misled by them, but there 
was such a great advantage in being able to enquir~ into 
and discuss local requirements on the spot itself,.where far 
more information could be gained than from any numbM 
of written reports. 

A reference had been mad~ to the filtered water-supply 
which this town was fortunate enough to possess, and he 
congratulated it on being one of the few towns in Bengal 
which enjoyeti such a benefit. °He hoped, during his stay, 
to be able to look into the municipal accounts, to see how 
the funds were allotted and administered, as mention had been 
made of the maintenance of the water-works being a. heavy 
charge on their resources. There was to be • new fe-assess. 
ment of the town, by which it was to be hoped a substantial 
increase to their funds would be secured. Reference llad been 
made to a promise made by a landholder of the Sonthal­
Parganas to present a la.rge sum for the further extension of 
the water-works, but His Honor said he feared he wQald be 
hardly justified in entering into that question. as he knew nouo 



()f tft\ cletails and it w.as Ilot one ia "hich Government could 
very well interfere. If t.ny gerul4l1lall foWl,d himself unable tQ 

~any.out a promise which he had made, Government could 
hardly compel him to do 80; if he had change! his mind 
in the matter, it was for the Commissioners to use wh6 gentle 
persuasion they could to lead him back to a better was of 
thinking. Mention had been made of the long period during 
which the municipal franchise had been enjoyed in Bhaplpur, 
and it was satisfactory to find feason to believe that the power 
had been exercised judiciously awI w~lI. The fact of having 
to reply to a<ldresses on a first arrival at a place, before there 
bad been time or opportunity to become acquainted with it. 
was unfortunately unavoidable; but HIS Honor ~d to be 
able to see for hiMself how work had been carrIed on. 

" ,He noticed that in the address a hope had heen expressed 
that Local Self-Government would receive still further expan-
6ion in his hands, but HIS Honor feared that what was really 
in their minds was to dej)recate any restriction rather than to 
advoc&t£ the expansion of Local Self-Government, and that 
referenCl wu macle to the Municipal Amendment Bill which 
had received some adverse criticism from thiS point of vieW", 
He could, however, assure his hearers tbat notl.ing was further 
from the thoughts or wishes of Government. whose only 
.desire was to take such measures and to make such corrections 
as would conduce to greater efficiency in the carrying on of 
the work. Wherever it had occurred to himself or his advleers 
that tlaW& existed, they proposed making small modificati01ll 
in the Act to empower Government to step in, and make slf1a1l 
~hanges without having to use the drastic measures whie. 
undor the Act were iu its power, and the employment of which 
woul" bring Dtuca discredit to any municipality. It "AI 

certainly a much severer measure to abolish a municipafuy 
than wbat wu.-nel\' proposed in the modification in the Bill 
before GovemDlent. He would, however, assure them t • 
.the Proposed alteratioJU had been circulated for ~ 
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qrinioal aad1'l2Utb, aacl6at aU critic:iIDa ~ zetel'te full 
..mOil. . 

The District Board had IICferred to the beavy ~ 1lpOD 
their fundf in connection with the famine, ad truated that 
the,. wlbuld not be called upon to ~ute to mUef worb a 
Jaqer sum tha&1 that which they had Jet dide for file purpo.e. 
He f()11lld that they had provided aboat lb. 35,000 for these 
"orks, being the whole of their balaBce, And also what would 
ht.ve otherwise been spent on original works. They had also 
in their budget provided "'out Rs. 80,000 road repairs, and 
milch of this could be utilised If necessary. His Hoftor did 
Dot think it likely that this provision would be insufficient, but 
lney appsared to have made a very full and excellent distribu­
tion. It certainly was not desimble that sums, which ~re 
absolutely essential to the good administration of the distJ!ict, 
sbould be diverted to other purposes. The district was wtll 
equipped with unmetalled roads, some of them relies of 1874, 
and it would be a mistake were anything done that would 
leasen the benefits they conferred. As far as one coul~ foresee, 
the present distress might continue, or possibly IPQlew~ 
increase, during till' next two months, but with July the nins 
should come, bringing with the~ labour in the fields and 
wages, and in August they might expect to reap tbeir new 
crops. Should this be so, the present arrangements of the 
District Board seemed ample. Tne District Board had rather 
a tendency to speak of the funds as their own, as if they stood 
apart from and could even be in opposition to Government; 
but His Honor said he wished to remind them 01 tbe solidarity 
that should eXist between themselves and thQ Govfll'Dlllent. 
He looked on the District Board as a.Im06t a Go\'ernment 
Department. They were a body of pUblic-apfrited ,eut1emen 
'Who gave their voluntary assiltaDce to GovemmeDC MId bad 
public funds placed at their disposal; bot ~ fund. actuall, 
belonged to Government, aad .ben they spoke of their propO­
lied allotments, they were ill lD~b the same poeilioa u GoYczj. 



mJ;"tle.~ .·i.badpr .• ~._d· auure· ··them •. ti.\It 
the Provill(:ial GOVCl'll1Detlt htd beea cut d,oWn by tbeProvin­
d-.I c;ontractvery lleVerely. and that· bisposition was that be 
had just eaough funds for necessaries but none ftIr luxuries. 
The Government, like them, had been obliged.to fithdmr 
aUsuperfluOUfl grants from otber objects to meet the e~ 
of the present distress, and to cut down many items. It would 
give him great satisfaction to assist the Board with Provincltl 
funds, or to recoup them their famine expenditure if he could; 
but in the present year at least,.there was no chance of his 
having any funds for this purpose. 

Referring to the MlI.hommcdan address, His Honor said 
tbat he was glad to hear 80 much had been done for Fucation, 
and that a Madrassa had been instituted in a manner suited 
ta.the requirements of the day in order that Mahommedan boys 
might not fall behind the rest, and be able to hold their own 
in competition. Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, in the North-We.t 
Provinces, had set them an example which but few could follow 
dosely, but which many now-a-days were striving to follow 
to some~lttent; and every effort made to establish and carry 
on a system of education for Mabommedans on Mahommedan 
principles was deserving of Government encouragement. The 
Mahommedan gentlemen of Bhagalpur were to bc congra· 
tulated on what they were doing, and would receiTc IUCb 
assistance as was fair and jftst. The request for aid from the 
Mohsln FUlld seemed reasonable, and though the annual fixed 
sum for gt'ants-in-aid of Buildings had for this year been aU 
allotted, no doubt the Director of Public Instruction would' be 
willing to consider fully their claim when distributing the 
IflLJ* for next year. 

His Honot*said be had kept till the last a rufenmce to 
&he remark made by tbe residc:nts of Bhagalpur, when ilpheit 
address tbey·eaid; "We venture to express • bope that row.­
HOJl9r ,wil! Dot~ (>roceed with the proposed cadaatrat ·IUNey. 
iPOIvi.,>~~~ OIl the part of laAdlorda usdt~ 
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wbicb they are alike un.abte to beat." Now, it was Jl~ very 
clear whether this remark was intended to refer exclullively to 
.arne possible extension of the cadastral survey to the Ilistrict 
of Bbagalpllr, or to the work which is actually going 011 of the 
survey'n North Bebar. There was ItG thought of extending 
tb\ 8urvey to B)lagalpur at present, but His Honor hoped that 
so 8000 as the cadastral survey of Behar had been brought to 
J successful conclusion, and when the people came to see and 
understand the enormous advantage that such a complete 
record of rights conferred UJlon them, 80 far from reqnesting 
ihat (hey might be delivered from It, they would in commg years 
mclude in their addresses to IllS successor a request that the 
cadastral survey of Bhagalpur might be begun at the earliest 
possible ~ate. Assummg, however, tha.t the pd.ssage relaled 
to Behar, and that they were speakmg on behalf of ·the,r 
friends and relations In that part of the country, His Honor 
said he was glad to be able to take advantage of this oppor­
tunity to tnake a few remarks and explanations whict he 
hoped would tend to aJay theIr alarm and anxle~. The 
objection taken in the address rested on the grou~ of the., 
~xpenditure the survey would Involve in the present season of 
scarcity. It was to be hoped howj:ver, that the present dlstreS'll 
are hut a temporary evil. No one could predict the future; 
but, on the other hand, no one had any valid grounds for 
anticipating a faIlure in the comin! monsoon; and should all 
go well, the present trouble would be as completely forgotten 
next year as the pressure of 1889 was forgotten in 1891. 
Tttere was every reason to hope that a kind Providence 
would not afflict the distrIct beyond what It could blmr; and 
that, with the advent of good and seasonable raiDli. all fears of 
further scarcity would pass away. So muclf for the &pecial 
objection as to the burden of expenditure being aggraw.ted by 
the present scarcity; but there re"llained the general objedioa 
that the survey would undoubtedly cost money, and he sym­
pathised with their general disb.kc to have exoenditure throWD 
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•• th upon them. In e address, bowtver, mention had been made 
of the fact that the cost would f_1I on both landlords an4 ' 
tenants; but as regarded the la.tter His HOllor did not think. 
there was any need to feel much alarm. AI flatters stood 
at the present moment, any ryot who had to defend .·rent suit 
was, sure, first of all, to go to the Collector!s cutchery,.a.nd 
there to pay one rupee for a copy of an extract from the 
Patwari's Jamabandi, which was absolutely of no vali<\y 
whatsoever, and would not be accepted as evidence in any 
court. When, however, the pr~posed survey had been com­
pleted, the average ryot would be chargt:d a rupee or there­
abouts for a trustworthy and valid statement shOWing the area, 
the rent and the number of his fields, and all the illcident8 of 
his tenure, and for all this he "auld pay exactly the same 
amount as he now had to pay for a document that was per­
fectly worthless. Hp. was quite sure that any ryots who 
understood the facts would willingly offer (en times what the 
survey would cost him, for the sake of the security of the 
recor<\ He had quite lately had an example of this brought 
to his Motlce, in the case of a gentleman in this dil>trict, Mr. 
Hirsch Christian, who holds a ryots tenure in the BaneH­
Srinagar Estate, of which a survey and record of rights had 
lately been carried out by the Court of Wards. That gentle. 
man had informed him that he set the highest value on the 
record he had secured Ili!d that he considered that the survey 
had been the greatest blessing which could have been can· 
ferred upon the estate. 

The case of landholders no doubt was somewhat different, 
and those who owned large tracts of land would have large 
sums to pay. All that Government could and would do wu 
to try their b!st to diminish, as far as possible, the disagree. 
able burden of payment, by sprea.dmg it out over a number of 
years, and to -further offer them the a9Burance that this survey 
would be to their clear and certain advantage, which, when 
Ul~ bad ~$Cd and 'COme to understand in ita true working. , 
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would be JCCepted by tbeld as even more than an equivalent 
for ally expcndlture. it might have entailed. His Honor said 
tbat his hearen might possibly have noticed the speech he 
made at tbl last meeting of the Supreme Legilllati'fe Council 
in CalC1ftta last month, in connection witrrtb,e Ct)urt of Ward's 
Bil~ He had undertaken there to do all be could to secure 
for the landlords, in whose estates a cadastral StIrVey had beeli 
c..-ied out, a short and summary procedure for the recovery 
0" arrears of rent. When there was no longer any dispute as 
to whether a man was a ten341t or not, and as to what his rent 
was but only as to bow much he bad paid and how much was 
in arrears, he was sure that the summary powers for dealtng with 
sucb cases which are provided for m the Tenancy Act might 
fairly be u!lltsed ; and he was in hopes that R shorter proce­
dure, even, might be allo'yed, correspondmg to the power of 
Government under the Certificate Act. 

There was another suggt:blJOn for the rehef of Zeminct.nr 
uuder consideration, con,ernmg which no definite prom.~e 
could be made beyond the fact that he was favorably <ijjsposed 
towards the sc.heme of abohshmg la/warzs if it ceuld be 
done with safety. The suggestion was that there should not 
be any Government servant retame(\. as accountant in a village, 
but only the landlord's own accountant, provided secumy 
could be given that the accountant, should be competent, and 
that the landlord would keep up the·record of TIghts in a cern­
pletely correct condition by entering mutations or other neces­
sary alterations. As it was, hiS audience knew that at present 
all alterations in the register of the names and shares of the 
proprietors were supposed to be carried on by a &t"lf-acting 
system. and there was a penalty prescribed for any omission to 
register alterations. It was reasonable to think·that a similar 
procedure could be devised for securing the correction of the 
K"aliatU and J amaoand,s, and the maintenance of the record 
of rigbts from year to year; and if this were provided, it was 
quite possible that Government would agtee to the abobtio~ 
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of th~ pal'uNui, who is undoubted" an object of tnlSpk:ioD: I.1ld 
dislike to the landlords. and' an interminable element of 
.discord. 

Although no reference bad been malie to it i& ant of the 
addresses, there was, another point on which be would like 
to make a few remarks, as be had reason to believe it wu1tDe 
oi the chief causes of alarm in connection with the pro~ 
81l1'Vey specially among the Zemindars, and that was the gr~ 
expense likely to be incurred on account of the bribes taken 
and illegal demands that might be made by unscrupulous 
Amins. It WlUI needless to say that one who had been so long 
in this country as he himself had been, and had seen so 
much of the manners and customs of the lowe .. orders of 
such people, was not prepared to deny the possibility of such 
demands being made or was ready to undertake the rldence 
of Amins; but though it were impossible to trust to the 
absolute integrity of these officials, it was both possible and 
sufficient to rely on the constant supervision and inspection 
of thei, work by superior officers WIth the aid of scientific 
mathenntlcal instruments. The fears of the malpractices of 
these Amins were, in fact, due in great part to ignorance of the 
system to be pursued, and when once the survey was well 
started and its m(Jdus operalldi understood, It would very 
easily be seen that such alarm was qUite unnecessary. The 
measures which it was p!oposed to adopt were that as the 
AmID went on with his work, measuring and recording in his 
record, say, about thirty members a day, he should give t9 the 
bolder of each field a " parcha" or slip showing exactly what 
had been recorded. ThiS the ryot would take away with 
him and discujs at his leisure, and at once see whether there 
was any mistale in the record. During this work it would be 
quite uDDece~ for the Zemindar to detail any person to 
keep a speciil watch over the Amins. Everything recorded 
would thus be brought to light, and its accuracy would be 
~allenged and tested at once; so where would be tho, qee of 
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an Amin making any faIte e-'try? ,When this work had been 
completed far a block of villages, the attestation-officer would 
come found, who would be either a covenanted officer, such as 
sa Assisfnt ~r Joint-Magistrate or else a Deputy Collector. 
He would fix a certain day for the a~fotation of tbe khatian, 
andCIave up al~ the villagers before him', and read out the 
record which concerned each in turn, enquiring before ah 
ttl assembled crowd if there was any mistake; and tbus tho 
examination would be easily completed. At this point only 
would it be necessary for tile Zemindar to have some trust­
\! orthy agent present, able to offer any necessary explana­
tIOns to the attesting officer, or to assist in settlin~ errors 
and disput_, and to protect the Zemindar's interests. He 
hoped that those present, who were connectt'd with Behar. 
would explain this method of procedure to their friends, and 
that they would see how impossible it would be for an Amin to 
1llake false entries undetected, and how useless for anyone to 
offer him bribes and to submit to any illegal demands on his part. 

He trusted what he had said to-day would be u~ !lome 
efficacy, both as removing the alarm felt by Zemindans about 
the results of the unknown operations of the survey, and alS'J 
as disclosing to them what had to be set on the other side oi 
the account, as advantages which' would. accrue to them in 
c,onsequence of the survey. He would further observe that a 
()~nfert'nce had lately been held at Muzaffarpur, at which th6 
Director of Surveys, Colonel Sandeman, and the Commis­
Sloner, Mr. Lyall, had met a large number of Zemindars and 
Indigo-planters; and though he had not received an official 
report of the proceedings, he hail reason to believe that tha 
explanations offered had been favorably rc:cebved and had 
done much good. In any case he wa& sure that in Colonel 
Sandeman they would find an officer of great ~pefJence and 
skill, a.nd one who was most al'll.ious to makeOthe survey go 
smoothly, and to meet all reilSOna.ble wishes of the pamea 
concernedo 



•• REPLV TO ADDRESSES fROM THE PEOPLE OF 
GAYA, oct., 189~' . 

His Honor, replying to botb these addresses, said that h .. 
thanked the members of the Municipal Committ~e oj Gaya, 
and of the District Board, and the gentlemen representing 
the residents of the town, very sincerely foJ' the excell4lnt 
sentiments which animJ.ted the addresses just read to him. 
He cordially reciprocated the feelings expressed in the mun\ 
cipal address, that visits like this must benefit both the people 
and the Government by making tlcrn better acquainted with 
each other and establishing loyal and friendly regard. From 
visits of this kind a great and decided advantage was to be 
gllined, for they tended to increase his interest in tieeir wants. 
and he felt growing in his mind the value of an acquaintance 
with' those with whom he had never before been brought into 
close contact. He had heard with great pleasure the as8ur~ 
ance that the municipality had cleared away the load of debt 
by which they bad so long been hampered in their efforts in 
the calWe of improvement; and now that they would have 
a surplus at their disposal, he trusted that the time had como 
when they would be able to take in hand many useful works, 
and that they would be in a position to carry out their inten~ 
tions of supplying the town with Wholesome fresh water He 
was glad to find that they had determined to do so, because 
the question of supplying liIe inhabitants with pure water wu 
of the highest importance, and he trusted that the schemes 
which was being drawn up by onc of his ablest Engineers 
would be a good one, and at tbe same time not too expensive. 
He would try to assist them by granting them a loan to 
enable them ti carry out the work, and tbe interest would in 
that case be much les8 than if they obtained the money from 
any other lIour<;e. There was (me point to which His Honor 
wisbed to draw spedal attention, and It was that when, during 
the :Viceroyalty of Lord Ripon, muniCipalities were relieved 
1tf ~ ebar,ea for maintaining the police, it was distinctly laid 
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down, as' pan" of tbe contfac:t that ,~. suMs ~DI re1eued 
should be devoted to tbecaUse of educati08 an~ .to sanita1'1 
reforms fO( the public good. Now at Gaya this Corl~ had 
been <1,te 'guor~a, and the reason invariablyaet fortbwaa 
tbe want of funds and indebtedneqof L'te municipality. 
Tlail excuse no oIonger existed, and His gonar trasted that. in 
future tbey would see their way to spending more money Oft 

fat most important object, and they would fulfil the dirett 
contract whicb they had made. He would draw their special 
attention to the importan,ce oi primary education in the town. 
He had some figures here that would astonish them. The 
boys of a school-going age here amounted to six thousand, 
but the rvamber of children at present in their schools was 
only onll thousand boys and twenty girls. This ieU -very 
considerably below what he expected of them. If tnlry' 
wished to stand their ground in the race, they would do well 
to remember the great advance Bengal was making in itl! 
desire for education. It was not desira.ble that their girlt-: and 
boys, their boys especially, should be allowed to grO\1i' up in 
darkness and ignorance. The sum that the municip:tlity had 
expended on education was only two hundred and sevemy­
nine rupees, and this was even .less than they had expended 
the year before. He sincerely trusted that the next time he 
received their municipal report they would have remedied this 
defect, and that he would find bette' provision bad been made 
for primary education. . 

With regard to medical treatment Gaya stood very well, 
and' especially so with regard to the treatm'!nt of female 
patients. They had done an excellent thinr in creating- a. 
female ward. for the control of which the Dtrll~rin Fund had 
placed at their disposal a lady doctor, who was, he trlJsted, 
acceptable to the ladies of their households, aqd under whose 
care· he bad no doubt it would become more ana mote useful. 
He was very glad to hear that funds had been collected. for 
building a mlXlaie hospital to enable ladies. of coodfamiliea 
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to enf~y the benefits of mediea~ ~eftt in aecluston and 
pnmacy, without which their lferedltary customs and pr~ 
judices would make them Ahrink from any such institution. 

The Municipality in their addreas had ligb!ly touched • upon the main subject of the address of the ReconCJllatioQ 
Committee-he meant the melancholy and ,egretable e" .. 
cumstance which the recent riot sprang up. He was extreme .. 
ly glad to find that it was not a premeditated affair, and the.1 
it did not occur with the knowledge of the leaders of society 
in their town, but that It was ~,ing to the passioos of tho 
lower classes. They were fully aware-and he hardly needed 
to impress upon them--that a blow would have been struck 
to the prosperity of Gaya and the whole provin~, If that 
llot had been allowed to continue, and that possibly their 
streetS would have been bathed In the blood of their fellow 
citizens. He was extremely glad to find that the riot was 
mpped in the bud by tile wi&dom and prudence of the lead­
ing men among them. This was Just what one should expect 
from thill, and it \\as the heart and soul of the great prln-' 
clple of i.ocal Self-Government which Lord Ripon had don~ 
so much for, and which had taken such a firm root In the 
country. It had no more valuable and no more real develop­
ment than that which was shown \I hen the leading men of the 
place came to the front and took the posItIOn which their 
social standing. wealth, and -their education justified them in 
takmg, and put down any attempt, on the part of the lower 
classes to create a disturbance. He, as head of the province 
and as representattve of the Government, congratulated them 
in having among them such men as ro')e up on thiS OCCasion 

and he offered his thanks to the gentlemen who distinguished 
themselves. T~e were many who, he understood, assisted 
the magistrate on thiS occasion, but he wished to give special 
attention to the names of Moulvi Syed M shomed Abu Saleh, Mr. 
Abdu! Halim aad Mirza Dost Mahomed as representatives of 
the Mahomedaa comanmity. Among the Hindu gentlemen be 



wiabed espec:la1l1 to thank In the part of GoweJ'n1Deol ttae 'Raja 
of Maksudpor, Ballu Raman6greh Narayan Singh, the Deputy 
Magistrate, Babu Amblca Prasad; Ral R.ailWayan Singb, 
Baijnath Si!gh, Babu Chota Lal Sijwar, and Babu HakJeo Lal. 

T'se gentlemea, he undefStO.2d, had done no little 
lSlVice to the. Government and the to.n. He thanked them 
on the part of Government, and he trusted that the people of 

'aya. would thank them on the part of the town for pre&e'CV­
mg them from that sta.m which would have been hard to wipe 
.way and he also trusted .,hat the feeling of reconciliation 
which they expressed before hlm was a true and a general 
onc. He bad received petltionll from a lomaU party of foolish 
and discintented people 8.96erting that the reconCiliation ..... a8 

unreal, but this he refuaed to believe. These petitions of a 
few malcontents did not caTry any weight with him, ud be 
did not intend to take any nollce of them, but to treat them 
as they desel'\ed to be treated. He accepted the tribute tbey 
intended to pay to Mr. Grierson, and he on behalf of the 
Government "Ished also to thank him for the v"s~om and 
temperate manner in which he had quelled the disCf)rd. He 
had also heard that Messrs. Lang and Pntchard had gwen 
material assistance. As they were young officers, hiS heaTe~ 
would closely watch their fUl~re career, and if they rose to 
positions of eminence. the gentlemen here assembled would 
be able to say that these yountmen had received their first 
lesson in Government among them in Gaya. With regard to 
the well which they Wished to sink in recognition of Mr. 
Grierson's conduct on thiS occasion, and to call by his name, 
he was glad to grant them permission to do so, and sincerely 
trusted that the water of this well would be \Wed to wash 
away all unkindly feelings among themselve&.' 

REPLY TO ADDRESSES AT DlNA]PORE, APRIL, 18g.2-
His Honor thanked those present sincerely jor the: very 

lund and hearty addreS&es with which they bad been good 
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enough-to greet him on this the eccasion of his first visit to 
the tOWl'l of Dinajpur, and he Mly reclproeated tbe wishes 
ct.pressed by them that the ;';'sit might leave nothins. but plea­
surable recollections. Certainly the general effect of bQnging 
a ruler and those under his care into closer 1ISSOCiation tended 
towards better mutual unJerstanding, and to a omore heart,. 
co-operation in matters which they equally had at heart; 
and he hoped that, although the present visit was to be or 
necessity but a short one it would none the lesa have this 
desirable effect. The chief question.touched on in the address 
presented by the zemindars was *3t of the scarcity which 
unfortunately preva.t1ed in some parts of the district, and His 
Honor said he was glad to be assured that the meaSUNS which 
had been taken to cope with it were considered to be both 
l>uffident and effective. The district was very fortunate in 
having for its Magistrate, an officer who, though not recently 
appointed, had been in Dinajpur in former tImes, and was 
therefore acquamted with the locality and its requirement'!. 
It was a ll¥>st dIfficult matter in times like the present to be 

-able to c:ficlJlate how far scarcIty pressed upon the poorer 
people and taxed their resources. With his accurate know­
ledge of the district In other and more prosperuus times, Mr. 
Tute was able to contrast the normal state of things with what 
he now saw, and was, therefore, able to form a correct judg. 
ment as to its present cond~tion and requirements. In the 
Commissioner too, the district was fortunate in possessing 
an officer who had long served under the Government, ansi 
hat! for years been the Secretary in that department in which 
the management of famine operations lay, and who, therefore, 
was thoroughly c'¥lversant with the yrinciples which under­
lie the famine Code and WIth the views and intentions of both 
the local Government and the Government of India. It was 
satisfactory to Jearn that what was be.tog a.nd would bf done 
sidficed to meet any distress thae was among those people 
whoJived chiefly by labouring on the lands, but wbo, owi. to 
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the ~ure of the rains an. consequent sc:a.rci~, had nOt been 
able to get the labour that was usually.iD demand by ~in· 
dars and landholders generally, ana who, in CODsequaoce, had 
been ~bliged to seek employment on such works as C'..overn. 
ment had opened in order to obtailt the Wiberewitbal ttl supply 
~eit daily fOQd. The numbers shown in the returns as being 
on relief works was rather large, but Mr. 1 ute had explained 
~hat nlany of the works on which the people were employed 
were not relief works in the proper sense of the word, but 
were works which the Dis1i/ct Board would, under any circum­
stances, have carried out" and had so arranged as to meet 
the. present demand for work 'ltld to a certam extent to derive 
benefit t. themselves by getting their works camed out at a 
comparatively cheap rate. 

This led him to the remark in (he address from die Dis­
trict Board about the dilticulty that had been expenenced in 
apportioning the sums that were avallabh:: to the 1011mB that 
were required for different works. They mentioned that the 
necessity for providing relief had proved :l. very sel;lelt! strain 
on their resources, and might result in injury to dlen roads· 
and other works. Possibly that might be true, but it had to 
be remembered that it was tht;, first duty both of Government 
and of all Distnct Boards who were the agents or hands I)f 
Government to consider which of their requirements were the 
most pressing, and to allot their f~nds accordwgly. Nothiag, 
his Honor said, had been borne more upon him than the great 
ne~essity of providing suitable buildings, more especially in 
Eastetn Bengal, for Munsifs a.nd other simliar officers of Gov_ 
emment, and he had fully intended this year to ii'le one lakh 
over and above the usual building grant ,tor the purpose. 
Scarcity, however, had come upon the land and had neces­
sitated the diversion of this money to another still more 
pressin. purpose. The District Board were very much in the 
same position, and had been obliged to divert a certain por­
tion ?f their funds in order to bcne.6t the class of pe~pJe 
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requiring labour by proriding wprl upon the roads. Thill 
merely meant the postponeilent of some ori~inal works. No 
doubt it was very disappointing, but it had perhaps .pne advan­
tage in teaching them the virtue of patience under circWllstan· 
ces beyond their control, and they might very well say to 
themselves that thouglt they had been unable to ~rry out theft 
good intentions this year, they would at any rate do so nexL 
year. 

Both the District Board and Municipal addresses bad 
referred to the construction of a fetnale hospital and to work 
being in a forward condition, and .his Honor said he had jusl 
had great pleasure in seemg what had been done, and con­
gratulated them heartily on what they had undertaken, f>lanned. 
and commenced, He had often started on previous occasions 
hIS op"lllOn that the plans on whIch female hospitals in many 
places had been constructed \\Cle not on a system quite 
appropriate to the requirement& of the customs of this coun­
try. In Calcutta and many other place'> large female wards 
had been ~UI1t on the very same principle as those provided 

-for men, 4nd dns was contrary to the very essence of the 
tleatment necessary in the case of \\omen. for even though 
all males might be rigorou&ly excluded from any portioR of 
the buildings, it was repugnant to the feelings of women of 
thl! upper and middle classes to be in a large ward where there 
mIght be several others at th~ same time. The plan of the 
butldtng which was being erected here was excellent and it 
was greatly to be hoped that the ladies of the place woulti 
soon learn to take advantage of the benefits it conferred, for 
they might be assured that they would have perfect privacy 
and that there w~uld be nothing that could in any way shock 
their sense of mod'esty. Dinajpur was much to be congratu­
lated on being the jim large town in .Bengal that had adopted 
this right principle of construction. 

Ne:s:t as regatdetl the question of education. The Mani­
dP&l Commiali1oDer. had .ta.ted In their addreu that the GOa 



of erecting. bouse for thlir model school, b)t whleh be ~­
stood that they meant a mfddle Veructllar SchOOf, bad been 
so great t¥t they had not been able to do much for primary 
edUCllli<m. This excuse would be accepted for the past year, 
but in future years it was to be hOlMd that the Commissioner$ 
1W0uld awakt" to the absolute importance of devoting funds 
to this most necessary work. Next to the two great require­
ments of good drinking water and efficient sanitation to 
ensure the health of the body, no dUly was 80 incumbent 'on 
a Municipality as to proviee sufficient <>pportuMies for primary 
education. Here there w:re some 1,830 boy!! of a school. 
going age, and till very la·ely there was not one single primary 
school ~pported by the Municipality. This meant that their 
boys were being subjected to a very great drawback. and 
would be at a great disadvr.ntage when in the great battlt! of 
hfe they had to compete with boys of other districtr who had 
1I0t been so unfortunately circumstanced. His Hon:>T hoped 
the Commi!,sioner would very soon see their way to altering 
this state of affairs. He ~as glad to see that on. ptthshala 
had recently been started but it would be necessllry to start 
a good many more before they could consider the town to be 
in a satisfactory condition .• Luckily primary educatlOll was 
very cheap, and sufficient provisions for their 1,830 boys could 
easily be supplied for less than one thousand rupees, so the • cost of the measure was not really heavy for the resources of 
any Municipality who had the least pretension"! to managing 
their finances well. 
• His Honor then carne to the important question of the 
position of the Municipal Committee. In theIr address they 
had mentioned that the past vear was the first in which they 
had enjoyed the full privileges of local s\lf-govemment, so 
far as that existed in electing their own Ghairman and Vice­
Chairman. For the six previous years their Chairman and 

• Vice-Chairman had been official. but during the past year 
both had been non--ofticial. Their Chairman was a noble-
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.. b" •• mall of the town aUd .. man of rtat lftMnUty wbo 'had dOfte 
a great deal by his contribution toward. Jacal drainage, and, 
who as head of the locat society was a most li!ting peraon 
for the post. The Vice-Chairman was an able b1lt.perhapa 
somewhat too busy pleader of tbe town. Well, wbat bad the 
results of these election. been? The Commissioners had 1n 
the address spoken with becoming modesty of their doings. 
They had said: "We regret to see tha.t the Public Auditor h4t 
made an unfavourable report of this Municipality. We are 
sensible of the mistakes pomted ~t, and have applied for the 
services of a.n Auditor to put oVr accounts straight and to 
start afresh on a sound basis. We also intend to increase 
and reform our collecting staff, and have also taken-measures 
to put our assessments on a proper footing under the guidance 
or oilr Magistrate." Thel>e sentiments were so excellent and 
so wIse that it was difficult to say anything severe of the 
occurrence wiuch had led to their necessity. He was most 
unwilling to use such an occasion as this--an occasion of 
friendly,nd cordial meeLing, when the loyalty to Government 
which \l'lspired them all found it<; expression in a cordial 
address to himself, which gave him sincere pleasure-for 
uttering any words of censure or reproot, and 'It ill more 50 

when they had disarmed him by the cordial confession th .. t 
they were alive to their own shortcomings. But, still, as a. 
matter of history, for their flwn instruction as to the lesson to 
be learned from the past, as well as for the future guidance of 
other Municipalities in Bengal, it would not be wise to pass 
over too lightly the errors and failures of the past year'. 
experiment. When local self-government was first instituted 
in the time of Lord Ripon, it was started with the full con­
SCiOIlSDCSS tha~ mistakes would occur, for everyone in the 
world made mistakes, but it was also started in the belief tht.t 
the experience 'which would be gamed through these very 
mia!4kea would result lD prodncing such experience and 
political traillidg aDd bowledge of the art of GOVerDmOua 
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as would more than couaterba1a.ooe any evil ~tClulta."· The 
iMagistrate, Mr. T.ute, had atade a. most c~eful iJ1speetiOll of 
the Munici~ality and its official rec<1rds, and in hie report had 
pointed. our how the Municipal finance, sanitary c:ondkions, 
and other matter-s had not merely fall$n into arrears, but had 
actually gone back. He had pointed out how many sanitary 
improvements had been actually abolished and insanitation 

lermltted to start afresh; how the Commissioners bad decid­
ed that private tanks could not be cleaned out without a 
separate report for each anIJ instructions as to the method of 
doing it from the Civil Medical Officer. 

As these or similar tanks had exisred and been cleaned 
for hundlilds of years, surely such advice and instruction as 
how to do the work were unnecessary. The a&sessment of 
the town bad been left in a most irregular condition, and the 
collections bad fallen so milch into arrear that at the end of 
the past year there was an uncollected balance of over Rs. 
tI,ooo. In the previous year when the Chairman had been a 
Government official, the total arrears had been some ~. 1,100 

only, Of course it was impossible to prevent having some 
arrears, owing to deaths, departureq, and so forth, but .he 
amount this year had been so large that It was satisfactory ~o 
find the Commissioners had recognised the error of their ways, 
and had resolved to take such steps that in future no such 
blame could be laid at their dOO1\. Again, they had made 
an unfortunate mistake as regards the loan for the drainage of 
the town which had been provided, but which the Commis. 
sloners had resolved not to take up. They had recently 
changed their minds and appbed for the loan, and Hill Honor 
had been compelled to reply that, as the whole 3um provided 
in the budget for such loans had now been! allotted, it was 
imposaible to grant the request in the C\llTent year. This 
misfortune was due to their own pux:rastination, but it might 
have the advantage of savmg them from the results of prqcras. 
ti!atiOl1 011 future occasions, This spirit in which tbeif 
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ad~~ had eoJlcluded was a verry right and proper one. and 
it was very certain that With tM assiBtanCfr of Mr. Tute they 
would be able hi Iuture\o avoid similar mistakes, and would 
experience but little difficulty in wiping off their drears. 

Reverting to the address of the District Bow, ars Honor 
mentioned the request that the Government ~uld forego the 
interest due on the instalment of Rs. 40,000 for this year of 
the loan of two lakhs which had been taken up for perman~ 
improvements. This instalment, they said, bad been put 
aside and ~ not to be utilised f~ f~ar of necessity arising for 
meeting the expense of further relief works. H!s Honor said 
he had had no opportunity of co;sultrng the Financial Depart­
ment, but he was pretty certain that If they had.drawn the 
advance from the Treasury, they could be allowed to refund 
it) aM if it had not already been drawn there was no necessity 
for taking it this year, and in either case the charge for inter~ 

est could hi remitted. HIS Honor then concluded by agam 
thanking those present for their fnendly welcome, and assuring 
them lfw real a pleasure it had been to him to make their 
Q."quaintance. 

REPLY TO ADDRESSES FROM INHABITANTS OF 
THE DISTRICT OF PURl. 

"I have to thank you for the address of welcome you have 
just read, and for the kmtf manner m which you have greeted 
me on my amval in this place. J must, however, confess to 
a feeling of regret that the terms in "hlch I am about to 
reply are not of the kmd one hkes to employ on an ot:ca~ 
sian like the present, when the Municipal Commissioners are 
aSiembled to meet theIr Lieutenant-Governor; when they 
ordinarily hav'a report of good work and progress to preaent; 
and when it ia the natural result of such a. meeting that all 
should aberwaroa sepa,rate with an 11Irreased regard for each 
ot~. The prOJent, however, is an occasion on which, wbile 
,Yiiabing to treat you with the utmost courtesy I 1 should· be 
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fatllng • • y daty, both to Govem~en~ .... d to yourselves, 
were I not to explain in what way you have omitted to carry 
out your duties, and to point out-to your shortcominp. I 
fully appre&te what you have said as regards the UDl1S1lal 
dlfficulti\s with wblch you have to contend, aad J admit that it 
must be ofte1\ hard to carry out certain works in such a 
manner as not to offend the religious prejudices or principles 
fJJ. the peopJe whom you represent. It would n~ither be right 
for you to offend those prejudices, nor for '.he Government 
even to ask you to do so, buS there are many matters connect~ 
ed with good administratIon and sanitation, Into which tbe 
question of religious prejudICe does not in any way enter, and 
1 would i~vite you to take much more active steps in these 
matters than you have hitherto been in the habIt of doing. In 
the first place, you put forward the plea of poverty as an eJ:cllse 
for the present state of affairs, and say that, when the Lodgemg 
House Fund raises its contrIbution from Rs. 4,oooto Rs.6,coo, 
supplemented by a possible grant of Rs. 2,000 from the DIS­
trict Board you hope to be able to carry out great iPlprove-­
ments; but I wish to draw your particular attentioo to the 
amount of income whIch is already yours, and which }"JU 

do not even take the trouble to coll~ct. Durmg the three~ 

quarters which have elapsed of the year 1891, the demand on 
account of latrine-tax, house-tax and land-rent amounted to 
the sum of Rs. 28,000, but you oItly collected Rs. 14,500, or 
very little over half the amount due to you. Now what is the 
use of your talking of the works you are going to do With an 
increased grant of Rs. 4,000 from other sources "hen you 
do not take the trouble to collect Rs. 13,500 of the funds to 
whIch you are already entitled i These remark$ refer to the 
income which you are entitled to collect. :eat that income 
ought to be increased. The present assessment of the town 
WaIJ settled in 1888, and In the year 1891 the time came round 
for a new assessment, when, very correctly, you divide!i up 
~, town into different portiODll. and allotted one to every two 
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Coi:rniaiODe1'8j telling them. to draw O11t liata of h01lses and 10 
Visit 1Lud assess tbe.m MlOOfdlng tG tb. true "falue. But 

• • baviog done this you -Hid no more; the work .as never 
carried out, and I am told that up to the ~t day not 
one· single Commissioner bas ever given in his ·record of 
re.assessment." 

" Regarding the expenditure of the funds you have actually 
received, I do not feel called on to make very unfavor"fJd 
remarks on the manner of It 'I dIstribution. On education, 
however, I find you spend al~~t nOlhing; nothing is done 
for vaccination, and for registration but vt'ry little, your funds 
are limited, it is true, and I admIt that the conservancy and 
cleaning of the roads necessItated by the great tpffic caused 
by pilgrimages require an unusually large part of your avail­
·able means; but it is necessary to point out to you how 
serious the results of these limitations are. You have hitherto 
only affor~d a little aid to one Middle Vernacular School and 
one Girls' School, and you have recently promised the Magis­
trate ,0 open some Pnmary Schools. What I would urge 
upon 'au is, that sufficient opportunittes for primary education 
should be afforded for all hoys of a school-going age, to 
enable them to receive sufficient educatiun to hold their own 
in competition With the boys of other parts of Benglli. It 
seems to be a freely admitted fact among you all, that Orissa 
is very backward in the lfIatter of education, and yet you have 
hitherto done almost nothmg towards affording your boy. 
improved facilities for acquiring educatIOn. Personally I 
should be very glad to find every office in Orissa filled with 
Urya officials, and I am sure that Mr. Toynbee, the Commi.­
sioDer, agrees with me; but of course, Government are bound 
to accept t~ best candidate they can gel. If a Bengali and 
an Urya C1Lndidate of nearly equal qualifications come for­
ward, there·i. 110 doubt, but that the latter will be taken; but 
if. the Bengali sbOW'S decided superiority, then, of course, 

. GOvet'lllllUt i8 bood to accept him. I wilh you. therefore. 
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to very seriouly consider thil qaestioa of profiding larger 
means of education.4' 
e .. I have been speaking 80 far 01 the amOUDt of meney 
which you hive spent j but now I would like jUlt to look into 
the questron whether it is well and judiciously spent. About 

:-... 48 per cent. of ypur funds have been lala out on conservancy 
and road cleaning; but has all that might have been done 
wI' this money been actually done? Going Utrough your 
town yesterday and to-day, I have found that most houses have 
cesspools which open on and gischarge into the street. Such 
a filthy state of things I have seen in no other town in Bengal, 
and it is very certain there c:n be no possible offence to rell. 
gious princjples in altering this. The conservancy arrange­
ments are at present of the poorest and most offensive type 
and the cesspools could be easily arranged to discharge tneil:' 
contents mto reservoirs at the back of the houses mstead of on 
to the street front. Most of your houses seem to b\ wen a.nd 
strongly built, standmg on well-raised stone plinth!>, and you 
have therefore every element for a good dramage systcrp, and 
yet the present state of things eXIsts. The cost 01 the«<: 
charges ought not to fall upon the MuniCipality, but they 
should be carried out at the expense of the owners of the 
houses. Then, again, the state of the public burial-ground 
for pa.upers has been described as horrible. Your Magistrate 
Mr. Allen, very rightly recommend4tl you to build a burning 
place, and you erected a good Chabulra (platform) with sur­
rounding walls for cremation; but as soon as the Magistrate 
went llway on leave and turned his back. you turned yours 
also, and permitted the Chabulra to fall in~o disU$e and 
disrepair. Now this sort of conduct is neither cteditable 
to you nor to that system of local self-Governmeht which haa. 
perhaps, the reputation of being more flourishing and better 
appreciated in Bengal than in anv other part of India. The 
next Question is that of the four great sacred tanks in the 
JOWXlI Some of them are very fine. but at the same time the 
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-. water in them must be very uJllritolcsome, aDd there QaQ be 
.ery little doubt put that they -are a grelft source of disea~ 
amoog the large numb'r of pilgrimij who come to them. It 
is very certain that something must be done to-eJe,nse these 
large sacred tanks. The tank, which is the most 6~red of 
all, called the Setgunga tank, is in the vel'J' midst ef your 
houses. and as it is very deep and the water level is 'fe~ low, 
it is therefo5e very foul, indeed; and yet the Municipal C~­
missioners do not seem even to have thought out any plan for 
cleaning it. Recently, during 1\ Vlsit to Gya, I came acrOSs 
jU8t such another deep and foul tank surrounded by houses, 
but when it was pointed out eta him, t!te Mohant at once 
promised to have it dewatered and cleaned out, ani made no 
difficulty about the matter. SureJy what was possible in Gya 
must be equally so here. It would be very gratifyiag, therefore, 
to hear that some wealthy Mohant or other gentleman had 
come forwald and undertaken to do the work. If, however, 
this should not happen, the Municipality must do it them­
selves,.and if they raise objections to the work, then Govem­
ment n\ust enforce it. It seems to me that the beat and only 
method of cleansing and keeping the tank clean will be to 
put in some sort of pucca fiooring, and to rep:lir tbe masonary 
sides, so as to prevent any drainage entering the tank, a.nti to 
bave the water changed at least once a year." 

.. And, now, gentle~n, having drawn your attention to 
these matters, I must tell you that I have been very seriously 
considering what steps it will be necessary for the GovefDment 
to take. The one course open under the present MunIcipal 
Act is to issue an order, under section 64, and if it is not 
obeyed, then under Sections 65 and 66 to suspend the Muni­
clpality; but lis would ha .. e entailed great discredit on all 
concerned, and, undoubtedly the vemacular papers would have 
tabn UF the lfubject and painted at l'uri the finger of seom. 
Buta1lother courae will very shortly be opened, for in an amend­
ed . MlUlicipai BiU, w.bich it DOW being considered, dlere 'S a 



proposal that Government slwiuld hM'e power to put a Munict­
~aht)' into Schedule.,. There "'e already SQtpe Olunicipalitlcs 
under this IICbedule, but by some un~ortuna.te oversight sucb 
a rule ... ill'now being proposed was omitted \n the ori~inal 
Act. I am anxious specially to draw your attention to tbis 
amending Bill, because I see that an ag1tation is being got up 
agaitloilt it and people are saying that I am aiming a blow at r.r1 Self.Govcrnment, and instituting a retrogrlVle measure-. 
This is a complete mistake, and the working cf the Municipal 
law in Puri is a good exampl. of the benefit which my vro. 
posed amendment "ill do. In;tead of passing an order which 
will convey a direct and severe censure, a milder poltcy will be 
opened. When this amendment hM been passed, Government 
Will have the power to order any MUnicipality to be placed in: 
the second schedule, and will then be able to order the 
Chairman to be a Government official, and to see that wotk 18 

properly carried out. It "ould, however, be ple~anter and 
more satisfactory if you yourselves were to move in thiS direc­
tIOn, and ask your present Chairman to resign, and ta.\; caro 
to appoint m his place an offiCial "ho Ii trained in &anitary 
matters, and is strong enough not only to give the neceil8ary 
orders, but to see aJso that they are effiCiently carried out. 
Such an offiCial will be found In your CIVil Surgeon, who III 

naturally designated as the most SUitable Chairman of such a 
mUDlctpality all this. I have no pttsent intention of puUmg 
the power vested in Government under the old Act into opera. 
tlon by suspendmg the Municipality, but as soon as the new 
Act Has been passed, I mean to appoint an official Chairman. 
If you choose to do 80, you have the power to forCltall my 
mtentton in the manner I have just suggested • 

.. Before clOSing this reply I wish to refer ta another sub .. 
ject. There IS sitting m Calcutta at the present time .. 
voluntary CommitLee to take meuurea on ~ht.lf of t}u, 

sanitation of Purl, and the town owes a great debt of gratitudo 
to lb members and especially to Babu Jadu La1 Mullick, IlAq 
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Babu·Lj lt~ S~batlbibri, the &cretaty, for all the ~bJo 
tbey bave taken for the imptovftQent cf th~ place. 1 thiak. 
however, the Com~ittee .A somewhat mittakea bs attributing • to the water supply the cause of so much mlless .nd \Utfmng 
among the pilgrims. There is no dearth of wella containing 
good water In tbe town from which the residents obtain their 
supplies. and from which pilgrims also could get theirs, end 
if tbe residen., do not suffer from the water, It cannot sureJt 
be said that the well water is die cause of disease among the 
pilgrims. There must, therefore, ~e wme special cause affect.. 
Ong the pilgrims alone, as the Magistl'llte, Mr. Allen, baa 
very justly remarked. and this ca;se no doubt IS the insanitary 
habits of the pilgrims, and their custom of dri.king tho 
polluted-water of the sacred tanks in which diseased people 
bathe' as freely as any other. No doubt, too, many of tho 
pilgrims arrive from long distances, feeble and ·exhausted. 
and thereforafmore susceptible to disease. Mr. Allen has In 
a praiseworthy manner been devoting himself to the general 
welfare 2f these travellers before they reach Puri, and has 
been enaeavlluring to lessen the hardships of the road by 
establishing and improving chatties, by erecting hospitals, 
and appointing health-officers and special native doctors at 
the season the pilgrims are most numerous. The other pro­
bable cause of disease remains, and it is my intention to have 
a proper analysis made ~ the water in each of these largo 
tankF, and also of tho water from three or four of the moat 
uied wells. If the well water is found, as we believe, to 
be good, then the question must be considered as to whe~ 
ther there are sufficient wells, and if not, then more must be 
i,'Onatructed. If tbe tank water is as bad u I conceive, ever)" 
nerve mUit be~ined to periEy it, and keep it elean, and in 
theae combined ways, by looking aftrr the health of the pil­
grims on the·rOad to and from PUJi, by protecting and 
incrq,sing the '\1Pply of well-water, and by turning the tank 
1r~m ~p&ade. of liQuid lI!:Wage to reservoll'l of fail' wboL 
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some water, I trust we nay succeed in I_ring tbe ti:hibte 
mortality aawng the unfortllUate pilgrOns. ~d effacing the 
stigma wbi~b now attaches to this pFace." 0 

SPEECh IN THE VICEROY'S COUNCIL ON "THE 
COURl' OF WARDS' AMtNDMENT BILL. 

His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal spoke as fol­
~ws :-What had been said by the two Hon . .Members who 
preceded him, Mr. Evans and Sir Phillip Hutchins, as to two 
of the main subjects under ~iscussion, viz., as to the power of 
the Court of Wards to intervene in the management of undivi­
ded shares in estates, and as "to the general principle of allow­
ing a proprietor to decl:ue himself disqualified to manage his 
estate, had been so fully stated and so entirely accorded with 
his own Views, that it was unnecessary fOT him to say anythlflg 
more on those subjects. His Honor turned therefore to the 
third main subject of the day, the applicability ~ the certifi­
cate procedure to Wards' Estates, and would proceed witI'} great 
pleasure to answer the challenge which had b~~ thrown 
down by the Hon. Mr. Evans, who had practicaHy 4sked 
from the head of the local Government a pledge that an 
executive order should issue preventmg the use of tbe ceron­
cate procedure in a certam class' of cases, and that the earliest 
pO!sibfe opportunity should be taken to amend the Certificate 
Act in the same dtrection. HIS Hlnor answered that he gave 
that pledge with pleasure, and readily undertook to do what 
the High Court and the Han. Member desired should be 
done. He fully agreed with what had been said by Mr. 
Evans as to the condition of things which geDerally was found 
to exist. when the Court of Wards first took over all estate of 
a deceased proprietor. They generally found-that the etKate 
was in a condition ot great confusion, and the accounts and 
rent-roU were incorrect and untru»tworthy. it.wa11 not a fair 
th~g then for the ryot that the manager of. an estate ~nder 
tbJ Court of Wards should have legal power iiveD to him to 
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~ upon the rent.roll and the lilts of arrea1s and oUler papers. 
as if they were thoroughl, proved and reliable, and to issue • certificates and take out execution for r:ents due, and Jeave the 
onus 'of proof, that the rent was not due', upon the ryot. But 
while admitting thet this was not the right position in which to 
place the ryot, be did not believe that the law h~d oftlftl or 
usually been. worked so as to cause real injustice, and &. 
was glad that the Hon. Mr. E,'ans had guasded himself from 
making a charge against the offic~l> of Government, and had 
protected those officers from h:ving a cbarge made against 
them which would have had no foundation. The Hon. Mem­
ber very justly said that although the legal posttion of the 
ryot was an improper one, there was no doubt that the Mana­
gers ' of estates did theIr best to do justice, in spite of tho 
~mptation to show clean rent-sheets ~nd a full collection of 
J'ent8. Th~ent Courts before which these requisitions came 
would, as a rule, be qUIte as careful to ensure that the decreo 
was no~ made against the ryot upon insufficient grounds as 0. 

Civil COtirt wt)uld. His Honor thought his hon. friend hal! 
in some slight degree exaggeraterl the idea that the Managers 
of Wards' Estates were consumed with a <Jesir'" to show their 
~eal and efficiency by a punctu\ll collection of rents. It had 
been his duty to study and to review the annual report in WIllCP 
.pc Board of Revenue set fttrth the demands 'and collections in 
the Wards' Estates j and, as a md-tter of fact, that report 
showed that hel/.vy arrears existed in many estates, and that 
il was a rare thing for the entire demand of tbe year to' be 
collected wltbm the year. If on any future QCcaslon he should 
~ inclined to attribute these arrears to laxity or neglect he 
.. ould bear in~ind his honoraQle friend's theory that tho 
large balances are due, not to want of zeal, but to &4siduous 
eve to do jU8lU:e, and be would abstain from cen&ure accord­
ipgly. But leaving th~ pQiDt and returning to the main 
question, His Honor desir.:d to state, in as clear language'­
will pottible, what he intended to do to carry out the ,ledge 
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~Ow given. He fully agreed- that Z SUDI~ry procedure for 
unrecovery W. rent was not a snitaDIe process in anY' case 
where a .dispute existed as to what the aJilount of th~ rent 
really was; and the order whic~e propo.ed to issue was 
that as soon at an Estate came under the Court of Wards, 
tl}p {frst duty of the Court would be to carry out the provisions 
or Section 101 and the follqwing 'Sections of the Be'l1gal 
Tenancy Act, to' make a settlement between landlord and 
tenant, including a field swvey and the COm{llelion of the 
record of rights: and till the-record of rights was made, and 
every dispute between landlOld and ryot was definitely settled. 
he was of ~pimon that the certIficate, or any form of summary 
procedure, was not justified. HIs Honor further undertook 
that he would take the earliest possIble steps in conjunction 
with his legal advIsers to carry out the amendme~t of the law 
so as to make the procedure under the Certlfica~ Act agree 
\Hth what he would pre!.cnbe by executive ResolutIon. 

HIs Honor thought that the Hon. Member .!\it. L9n3 had 
been very well advI~ed in not pushing his objectiorl!! to the 
certificate procedure to the extent of trymg to bar the passing 
of this BIll or msertmg provIsIons restrictmg the apphcation of 
the Certificate Act in the case of the few estates which would 
be newly brought by thIS BIn under the Court of Wards. By 
the courst' he had taken he had e8sured the extensIon of the 
revised procedure not only to the new estates, but to all those 
alre~dy under the Court or falltng under the old law. But 
there VIas a StlU wider vIsta whIch might be opened out to 
them in connt:ction with this matter. It was one which he 
thought was of considerable importance and he was glad of 
t11ls opportunity of Jaymg it before the Cou~ctl. He came 
down to thIS CouncIl having flo doubt about the proposal 
whIch he was about to make: but, since he hl\d been there, 
aome slight doubt had crept into hiS mind, after what. had 
falYen from the Legal Member. Sir Alexander Miller bad 
expressed hit opinion that a sUU1mary procedure mffipt '6. 
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suitable for the ~overy 04 the dovemment~mand of revenue. 
but cOuld in no way be sUitable in the adjustment,of a dispute 
bet~n landlord and tenant. His Honor trusted then the 
Legal Member had an opportunity of seeing the great accu­
racy with which the record of rights under the Tenancy Act 
was made, and how distinctly every incident of the tenur~wa8 
defined, and _hat care Was ta~en to settle all disputes a~d 
record all the facts of the case, whl'n the Hon. Member had 
satisfied himself on the subject, ~e would agree that a sum­
mary procedure might be alloweeJ as safely for the recovery of 
rent a.<; for the recovery of Government revenue. The Council 
were aware that the local Government ~ere engagea.not mere­
ly in the Cadastral Survey of these estates, as to which HIS 

Honor had pledged hlm~elf, but also in !'urveying a large por­
tion of these),rov111ccs, and these operations had given rise to 
great anxietr on the part of many landholders and ryots. His 
Honor thought it would be some satisfaction to them, and 
some a1~viation of their anxiety, If they could be assured that j 

as soon 1& these recl)rds of TIghts, which would be formed 
under the Bengal Tenancy Act, had been drawn up, some 
summary procedure, like that for the recovery of rents by 
Government, would be adopted Ilnd that landlords would 
practically obtain the same benefits in regard to the recovery 
of their rents as Governmeftt officers now had in regard to the 
reco\-ery of rents in the estates which belonged to Government, 
and those which art' under the man'lgement of the Cour~ of 
Wards. There was a. provision in the Tenancy Act under which 
rent suits below Rs. 50 may be tfled ~ummanJy hke Small 
Cause Court suits, but thi!> proviSIOn had not been put in force 
hitherto, becau~ rent suits generally have turned, not OD the 
mere question whether the renr has IJ<.>en paid or not, but OD . 

the question hdw much the rent properly is, or whether tent i. 
due at aJJ. When once disyuteB of this sort bad been cleared 
away, It see.tned probable that the provision referred to might to 
ub1isedtoDr even that some aiDl:ller nrocedur. might be invbted. 
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lils Honor promi~ that this ~bject should be ~kel1 in hand 
by the Ben\al Government at thlf t!lrliest opportunity, and he 
trusted t~t, with the sanction of the Government of TndJ,ll, he 
would be able to carry out measure: QLpossit>ly to intro/fttce a 
Bill of this kmd which would extend the benefits to all classes 
and~ould do a great deal to remove the disputes and anxieties 
ntw ansing between landlord and tenants, as w.ll as to allay 
the OpposItIOn tq. the Cadastral Survey. 
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