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only succeeded in' t'OullinR 
ended in bis own delttuc­
of his magnificent Em­

~M;iipril.Uciple t.bat the legisla.tor mut 
distinctions,-when they are 

the people who are subject to his 
.,,,t:'imnm·t.ll.ltt factor in enacting laws for 

hope, by a touch of his magio 
brotherhood, before the time for 
And so, in proposing to extend 

.. • h magtstrates over Europeans, t eGo-
Oouncil should beware lest, in a 

na.tive sentiment, the gulf between the 
should be widened, and the hostility of 

since the British supremacy was 68tab­
the European had enjoyed the privilege 

of the some race 8011 himself; 
a priYilege of this kind bas long been enjoyed 

of the community, it is but natural that 
with that privilege should be regardeJ. with ex­

and dialiko, by persons belonging to the favour­
&. privilege, in fact, which the European by 

upon &s his birthright; and unless cogent reaaon. 
g it, it is both unjust, and eminently unwise, 

ItIlla.tl.tre to interfere with it. And this brings U8 to 
is the ground adva.nced to justify this specia.l 

briefly to remove the disqualification of native 
to try Europeans, and thus to blot out ra.ce-diatiac­

Criminal Procedure Code of India.. But assuming 
of geneml utility ought to he the foundatioD 
and th'1t utility IIhould be interpreted in the 

Bentham ascribes to the term, 8.8 expressing the 
tendency of a thing to prE-vent some evil, or to 

good-a principle to which, we im....nJ&e Mr. . • -.:>- , 
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• 
nbert is too much of a juria~ to 8e his assent-we woUld ask 
what evil does the proposed Ie lation intend preve~t, 

or what good does it hope to P ? We do not know that 
it has anywhere been II.8sertecl iliat the existing law haa ltbrked 
badly, or that any injustice has reaulted from it; d, on the 
other hand, the class who a.re directly atTected by the law are 
strongly attached to it, and are in favour The 
only evil that can be said to arise 
alone, that it serves to emphasize 
tion and the only good which can be 
evil. But legislation, and v~.'vv_ •. " 

above all things aim at being p~'ILU~1CIiin 

to be in any proper sense 
as we have said, essentially sentimental 
practical. It is, moreover, wholly unlikely 
legislative suppression, the evil itself would 
would be mor likely, we think, to be iuten 
relations of the Native and European 
pride of the former, and exuiting the 
Time is, after all, the great leveller of 
alone we should leave 'the eventual eradicatio 
distinctions, whioh now, and we £oor for 
must exist botween the Nativ,) and 
Her Majesty. 

But then, it is urged that the present law. is 
inasmuch as, while it requires a . European' in the 
be tried by a European M.agistrate, it permits the 
pean to be tried, in a Presidency town, by the 
gistrate, who may, nevertheless, happen to be a 
fail, however, to see that this can really be 
an anomaly. The possibility of a Native ..... r· .. irIIAni 

t.rate trying a European, which the Legislat~re 

in 1872, was no doutit, an innovation on 
privileges of the European subj cts of this 
the first step, perhaps, towards the ultImate 
'tlisquaJ.W.cations a.rising from di2tinctions of 
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nova.tion, however, WIie character; and 
did not attract much time. The office 
of Presidency M a srecial appoint-
ment conferred on ~rsorut ef , who have had a 
more or less Eurpvean training, a.nd whose actions and !Jro. 
cadure are watche and controlled by a large and influential 
European and by a tra.ined a.nd independent Bar. It is 

hi h is more frequently tilled by a. 
Under these circuIDsta.nces, tl;.e 

jllBLified in conferring jurisdiction 
office, irresl?ective of whether he 

a l\.')tive, But it by no means fo1. 
of this innovation, that the same 

been extend d to Native Magistrat B, 

particular class. or grade' of such Magis. 
Such Magistrates could not, as a class, 

the qualifications of a specill.lly selected 
; nor would tbe same safeguards against 

of justice exist in tbe Mofussil, as in a large 
town. The relative con(1itions were, therefore, 

; and" circumstances alter law," Again, 
is forced to admit tb the cases in which }Juro­

concerned are precisely those which are apt to 
exceptionally severe strain on tho judicial qualities of 

patience, and impartiality i and he is );lot pre. 
tarther tban to recommend that all Sessions Judges 

Magistrates should exercise jurisdiction in such 
here Mr. llbert would still retain a disqualification, 
the nationality of the Magistrate, which it is tbe 
object of his propo ed legislation to remove. For 

still permit every Magistrate of the 1st class, 
a European British subject, and a Justice of the 

Europ n offenders, although no Native Magis­
same class would be competent to do so .. His Bill 

fail to produce either symmetry in legillatioD 
~illoti()D of the professed object of removing aJf dis­

• 
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qualifications arising j which would Btill 
,8ubsist" a.lthough ill degree. If, th u, these dia-
quaJifications must, to IIOID8 extent, be still mainta.ined, why 
should the legislative machinery be employed to modify the 
existing)aw: a law which, as we ha.ve said, a.s given satis­
faction to those who are most directly concerned by it j 
which is cherished by those persons; and the abolition of 
which woald cause wide-spread discontent? To introduce 
• needless chan~e, simply to satisfy the morliid sensibilities 
of a particula.r section of the community, would be alike 
impolitic and unjust; and we earne • neither 
Lord RipOll nor his Council wilfbe ca' '1. ~ y false 
sentiment of gratifying native aspira.tio •• , tel so objec-
tionable a measure as the one now propoaed. • m&l not gO 
80 far as the Times in saying that the measure, if ~ioned, 

. would result in driving English capital and ElIlgli--,.,,,._ 
of the Mofussil; but we are at all events sure 
haTe a very injurious effect upon the spread of 
prilJe, in the outlying Provinces of India; and 
most certainly tend to widen the . gulf between 
races. It has been well observed by a recen. essay. 
object of legislation is (or should be) not to pr4Xltloe-:JI 
Buch perfection a.s to be above theoretical or verbal 
which is impossible-but good working laws, ",h ... h · _ 

8ubstantially just and fairly intelligible. Now the extdilt&iMi 
which permits Europeans to be tried by men of their 
is substantially just; and, to any unprejudiced 
fectly intelligible in a country like India.. It is, 
have said, the law which has been in force from 
ment of British supremacy in the East; a.nd it 
",eU. In regard to natives of India, the case is 
had to establish Courts for them, and to 
train Judges to admincster the laws. In 
had to w.>rk with the best. materia.Is at 
~ European Judges were necessarily selected 
more illl-portant. judicial offices. W gave the 
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boasted be gave the AtheniaDl, the beat laws they were able to 
bear. s the moral and intellectual progress or the subjert 
population, however, advanced, we permitted, l1.li W8.11 quite right 
and proper, a LLrger sha.re in the . administration of the country 
to puB into na.tive hands. We have also allowed, in an excep­
tional case, a Native Magistrate to try European offenders. 
Hereafter, the time may come when the Native Magistracy may 
receive a more extended juri diction. But that time has not 
yet arrived. It must be patiently awaited, and not precipitated 
by hasty legislation. This is partially adlbitt.cd by the advocates 
of the Bill, whicb .. just n publisbed; and if admitted, 
even in a restJ!ll!!ed sense, it is impolitic to hlUlten a. 
change in the law, which mil1;\lt only imperil the object they 
have in view, of obliterating all trace of race·distinction JIII...<_ ... 

Statute. book of India.. The question raised by the 
oontroTeny is rather, therefore, one of expediency than 
pq.p.!e; and as therEr is a "personal equation," as it has 

the perceptions of the reason as well as for 
and ear, the Legislature would do well to a.void 

_rllltIn,g that question, by looking at it ~rom a. purely native 
of view, or from a simple desire of introducing adminia­

symmetry. To" leave well alone" is a canon as binding 
ell he conscience of the legislator as on that of the political 
tIIOnomist; and it should not be lost sight of in the discussion 
which is sure to take place 011 the second reading of the Bill ; 
till when we .hall reserve any fUrther comments on the measure. 

FtJJnux,ry 15. 
me little time ago tb., Government of India. circulated a 

it e;rpres ed, with much good feeling, its desire 
r pu blicity for measurllB under consideration of 

The Hon'ble Mr. TIbert, also; speaking in Coun-
u".u"""u some enligbten£ sentimets, on the value 
,,}"'UU'D. which quite harmed the native press. Bills 

Legislative Council were to be ttercd broadOMt; 
they el d were to be p ted for t.ie benefit 
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of memLe1'8 of Council. It is to be hoped tbat the various opinions 
that have been publiahed, in the Indian press, about the propoa­
ed amendment of the Criminal Procedure Code, will be duly c01-
lected, and print.Pd. If . r Ilbert wants public opinion, he ha.s 
got it this time Curiously enough, in spite of t~ Lega.l em­
ber', desire for publicity, the Bill which he has introduced is 
not published in the Gazettee of India J and the copies that have 
been reproduced, in this and other journals, have not been cir­
cula.ted by Government. 

FebTUfry 16. 
In another celunlI1 19'e publish the te '" letter from the 

Punjab Government, r garding the Bill to amend the Criminal 
~ure Oode, so far as it relate to the exercise of jtlrisdic­

er European British subjects. Thia and other papera 
have been cil'culll.ted among t Members of Council. Fi1'8t 

[1p· ... Qm,cs a. note from Mr. B. L. Gupta, of the Bengal CiYil Ser. 
complaining of the disqualification under "h' 

(as he thought) othor Native Magistra.tes la.bon r. 
Gupta's note was sent round to ill Local Governmen 
the repli B received, including that of His HQDour the Lid. 
tenant-Governor of the Punjab, are relied upon, by the 
:aon'ble Mr. llbert, to convince the world of the propriety of the 
proposed measure. The replies of the various authorities COD­

suIted, however, ate by no means uBanimous]y in favour of the 
change that is contemplated. In Madras, the Hon'ble Mel,rs. 
Oarmichael and Huddlestone write strongly against. it. 80 a.iso 
does Mr. Arthur Howell, writing in his capacity as Oommis­
sioner of the Berars j and a.lso, it ma.y be added, as & 

of wide experience and matured judgm\1nt. But even aa __ 81(111 
o~.hers who are prepared to support the measure, there 
",.nting signs tha.t it is looked on with suspicion. 
such a. feeling shows a certain want of ta.ot on the 
Members of the Legislature who a1'e responsible for 
SUTe. Unless .. I'8form of this kind is urgently 
this one \8 not-i\ eould onlt be m.troduced 
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opportunity; whon tl1e cllance of opposition, and the certainty 
of wtl.kiug lip whn.t Mr. Gra.nt-Duff, in his l'eply, calls" ba.d 
passions, which are now 8lumbe\'ill~," is reduced to a miniUlulI1. 

February 17. 
It was not sUl'prising to find that the most experiooced 

Angl0.InJians in Loudon wholly condemn Mr. IlueJ't's pl'OpO ed 

reform of the C COUi) j feeling di tru t of Loru Ripon' 
vlIorious the native commnnity Il.t almo t 

very I.!urious about ib :)illlo 
The new .Act of Orimina.! 

on Ncw Year's day to relJlaco 
of 1872. For anyone sanguino 

ia. WIlS at least to h:l.vO a compact, 
pendium of CI'iminal La.w, it was ra.tbei' 

tha.t 'Lhe olu AeL had n.pp:11'el111y h ('11 put 
secii l1 S for til new on6 clrawll out ILL 1·(LI}(1om. ' 

. : Ity 1 ft lh pr c Juro for the tJ ild of 

Americans,the sn.me as und l' the Act of hU. 
the assont of tho Vicoroy in ounc,il on thl: 6th 

82, and came into force on Junu:U'y 1st, 18:1, Be. 
is out, it is discovered t.Jl.1.t the retentioll of [~ 

apema.! procedure for tIl e tl'i a,l of European British subj cts is 
contrary to all beautifnl n IV the ries of the oqultliLy of 1111men 
before the la.w. Whence comes tho 1l 3W revela.ti u? If tho 
old" tem was a pernicious apn.ehl'onis lO, it is odd tha.t when 
a new a.nd presumably final l'('ol'ga,uization of criminal procedure 
was undertaken, nothing sh uld have be 11 done to rem dy it. 
It has never been alleged th j, the old system worked badly, or 

that substantht.l illjU tice W:loS one to natives, by Eog­
retn.iuing their hereditary right to be tried 

peera. _ Tht pertiuacious self.advertisin'" humani. 
r. J. H. O'Donnell, sked in the Hguse of 

last autunm se on, "whether it was true 
was a. (lifferent procedure in India for Europen.ns and 
1 L i insultinb to suppo e tbat the Government, of 



258 

India. poseeases sufficient plasticit.r of backbone to be in1l.uenced 
by Mr. J. H. O'Donnell's ever.ready indignation over ma.ttera 
about which he knows nothing. The fact that natives some· 
timea hold the appointment of Presidency a~istrate is no. 
thing to the point. APrea dency 11 agistrate is under the eye 
of Government at head.quarters. He works in the spadow of 
the High Court, and there 'are local papers reMy on too spot 
to criticise any eccentricities. What is good or at least harm 
less in Calcut. or Bombay, may ofinite potentialitit'1l of 
evil up. country. It will be see if the further 
deblltes in the Legi lative 
to the New Criminal Pr,rlI'Afl.n'r, 

1i0 auddenly become a lltl~:t:IIIIHV'. 

Febrllary 21. 

The proposed a.mendment o£ the ' Criminal Prol.dllf6 Code 
baa been ml\de the ubj ct of a question Ilsl:ed in the HOllie of 
Commons. In reply, MI'. Cro B, the Undfll·.Seoretary of State 
for India, said th t Ule Home Goverr.ment did not willh to delay 
tne proposed ~'efol'm, antI woul~ not refer the matter to Partia.­
ment. There is nothing to regret here. Purliamentary discus­
sion of a subject of this kin~-which CR.n only be ~sc\lred by 
inexperienced criticism-can do no possible good, and would 
only tend to increase the iIl.feeling and pirit of opposition 
that has been aroused by Mr. lIb I't's ra.sh a.ttempt to 
put the cdminal procedqre ' of this country on a bet ,. 
footing. It should be noted, however, tIl at the Ull e 
Secretary's desire to avoid delay iug the "reform" pre 
aupposes a certain amaunt of haste, on the }lR.J't of tLe Govern­
ment in India, If t here ill anY ' lleed to settle the ma.ttt.-r quidr 
1y a.nd off.bl\lld, it iij the fault of the movers of 
is to. be hoped, however, tha.t th public discussio . • r 



by ome other mea.ns than by hurrying the Bill through the 
Legl Iil.LlVtl 0vuucil. 'rUe \.J ,Licutta correspondeut of the Pioneer 
seems to think that t,he wi et' COUl'se , will be adopted; and that 
when the Bill has been referred to a 'Seleot Committee, it will ~ 
quietly shelved till next oold weat'ler. 

Fobru(Zyv 22, 

TO TEll J:DITOB. 

Sm,-Ib is generally ad d that the existence of an)' inatitutioll 
for any lengthened period of time, i, in itself its own r(Zuon a'ewe, and 

it has been found that no practical inconvenience or injury is caused 
it to any portion of the comwunity; moreover at the Ame time, in 

proposing to abolish it, if you are not prepared to lubstitute in its place 
a state of a.1faira equally efficacious and satisfactory, well then, leave it 
alona, rest,rain YCJIUr ardour for innovation and do not touch it , 
H Rouse not the IIle ping nog" is an aphorism trite, but nowhere more 
deserving of p~ctica.l recognition than in IMio., and it is greatly to be 
deprecated that Lord Ripon and his colleagues in Council should at the 
iostance of Mz:. Gupta and other Bengali gentlemen, have ventured 
to reconaider the question of the jurisdiction of , Natives over 
Europeans. Lord Ripon has raised a storm of :h08tile criticiJm 
throughout India, and embittered the feeling of race and loeial 
prl'judice between Englishmen and Natives, feelings which it 
shoull! have been his duty as a statesman and administrator to 
so!ten, or mote striotly spAaking, inllame as little as pouible 
by all1 publio measure of his. Since his &cOOl8ion to the Viceroyalty 
Lord Ripon, as an advanced Liberal, has never hesitated to win cheap 
popul.l.rit;t by needles, conoeeaiona to native opinion, oonces,ioOl whioh 
are not only of little praotical value, but an mischievous in their 

tentiaJitiee. It was distinctly stated In the dillCU8SioOl on the 
I . mended Procedure Code" that t!le time for considering, or rather 
alteriDg the prl!Stlnt .tate of the qUedtion of the ju;idiction of Native. 
over EuropeaD. had not yet. arrived, yet stro.~e to 8&1, the Amended 
Co e hal Dot been law for two whole mCDths, When it is suddenly die. 

t.bat then Is a serious B.aw in it. Lord Ripon and his oolleague 
bUaed to eat thei own wordl. luI.vfulr iD tAl 
• ft", 181'0111 I~ M liable art of .ell.nQ}tJ. 
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fication from that grand old mau, thoir ohief, Mr. Gladstone. EV03ryone 
admits tbat tbe law, as it now stands on the subject, has in~onvenienC(ld 
no on~, and the only real argument in favoor or ite modification is one 
of administrative oO:J.venienoe; this, however, Ilractically will be 
found to be of mUe importa.no~, thol1.;h if L:lrd R.ipon an his Counoil 
are to bo infl~enced by the sp~cioU3n.ad Icutimontal pleauiqgs of Mr. 
Gupta, o.nd MabarajaJotindrol\1obun 'fagore, aud the vito~rations n.nd 
invective . of tbe Native Pross, there will be no enu to legislation, oulc88 
lome dlly we legislate ouraelves out of the coontry. Why, lUay I k, 
Ihould Englishmen, who simply beoause they reside in Indi!!.. forfeit 
their right to be tried by their peers and 0. jury of thoir countrymen, a. 
privilege and lawful right not denied to them in Englll.nd or IIny depend. 
eacy of the British Orown. Lo Ripon SOIllO of his advisers 
urge that the proposed measure will abolish what is termed class 
legislation. A glal'ing misrepresentation as hiB Lordship and 
advisers well know. in Kashmir, where a Native British subject 
is charged oriminlllly, why shou111 he be tried by a b neh con· 
sisting of the Resident and a Kashmir official? Is that not ola.ss lcgis. 
lation P Why are Pardall11.ishin women ~xempted from haj II compelled 
to attend our CourtA, when occl.ldion mlly demand? Why rtl certain 
nativ!!fI of influenoe IlUd wealth e::9mpted from a.LL~ndauoe, and why, in 
conclusion, may I ask, are the Native Chiefs, &0., exoused from appear. 
ing in our Oourts, however urgent tho oect\siou m:l. be P l'hese, 111'0 oon 
cessi011l terribly mischievous at tiUl ll-1, o.nd accorded to none in civilized 
Europe save a crowned Prinoe, th ~ head of the State, yet, hero, in 
India, class legislation is not cl)nsidel'ed .advisable. The EUlopeans in 
India are naturally very disgusted and irate at Lord Ripon's proposed. 
curto.ilmeut of their hereditary right. You, through the.columns of your 
paper, bave era this recorded your strong sense of disapprobation at the 
wrong likely to lie wrought us Englishmen at t·he ha.uds of this statllS. 
man, who, by the way, belongs to a sohool that invariably pr9ter. 
to viow facts throug'l Lhe medium of theory, instead of viewing 
theories through tbe medium of facts, and, if you will allow me, 
I will make one or two more suggestions. (1.) Officials are 
precluded from adopting or identifying themsclvcs with sucb measur68, 
but the non.official oomm~nity, great and amall, far and wide, should 
jan in presenting 0. monster petitiou to Parliament, praying tbat Lord 
Bipon and his Counoil be not allowed te legislate unjustly, and ~privs 
us of what we justly value M our birthright and is. unasked. accorded 
~o ev r¥ otber Englishman thrQugho t the length and brta<lth of th 
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, 
British Empire. (II.) Should Lord Ripon refuse to:Stay his hand, pr 
the Imperial Parliament allow him to carry this measure unoheoked, 
there is one course open by which EQfopl:l8.DS could convey their milltruat 
and resentment of Lord Ripon's measures, in a significant and Wl­

mistakable ma,nner; to wit, let every non-official European resign his 
position /lS a volunteer. A who.le ale socession from t.he volunte r ra.nk. 
would causo a Bel'ious diminution of tbe military strength of the Em­
pire, and at the samo time convince Lord Ripon and his advisors that 
En~li8bmen in India. hal'O no interest in supporting a government that 
oa.n unjustly curtAoil their privilegos, nud deprive them of rights whioh 
their ancestofl! have cnjoyed for centuries. Lord Ripon's proposed 
measure is a. viola.tion of right and prlnoiple, produotive of no good, 
and only likely to Ie 0 results r from benefioial to the country at 
largo. 

OIVIS ROMANUS. ----
F'eb~r'lJ 23. 

The Hon'ble Mr, Ilbert's Bill Jor amending the Oriminal 
Pl'ocedu,re Code, so far as it relates to the trial of European 
British'subjects, has already received the assent of the Secreta.ry 
of State. Facts (If this kind are enerally kept in the background; 
and the information, now so innocently afforded by Lord Kimber .. 
I y, will give rise to Bome astonishment. In the present case, there 
was every reason foJ' not being precipitate. The LegaJ Member 
professes a great respect for public opinion; but how far hall he 
consuHed it? Tile opinion of English-speaking natives in the 
seaport towns is not the opinion even of educated India. We 
much doubt wllether native Magistrates, as a body, would weI. 
come the burden of responsibility which is to be thrust on them. 
Time should be taken to ascerttl.in their feelings, as well as to 
weigh the arguments of English objections to the Bill. 

.. 
Febr "Y 28. 

The learnl!d J ud ges of the Bom bay High Court, with II. soH. 
tary exception, have expressed their warm Il.})lll'oval of the 

• proposed amendment of the Indi:l.n Criminal Procedure Code. 
The one Judge, in a minuie which is described by the Bombay 
papers as strong, ha placed 011 recol'd his objections to tho 
lI'eMUr" J1.e gae •• () f~ l\' ~o ur~e, enD, tb.p.t ~te.ic1fQc1 
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1rIa.giatratea, who are na.tives, should lJe disqualified for trying 
Eurovean8. The Bombay Gazette, however, dechues that, on 
the Bombay side, the general opinion is that Mr. Ilbert's 
amendment, if passed into law, " will not make any difference 
w tever." The question, our contemporary goes on 88.Y, 

t one that infla.mes either passion or rhetoric in the 
Bomba.y Presidency." Bombay, in its serene complacency 
Imilea at the display of temper a.nd ra.ce-feeling whioh 19ads, 
in other presidencies, to public meetings and popular agitation. 
To upset the equR.nimity of Bomba.y, as recC'rded in the local 
preal, you must propose a.n alteration in the mail day; or mlLke 
alighting rema.rks, '" the Hon. W. ilunter . al about the 
Bombay Revenue system. Then comes the pallsion and 
rhetoric. 

'1'0 '1'HI 1»1'1'08. 

Bla,-In a l&te iJllue you extraot a letter from the EngZuhnum by a 
D18triot Judge, in whioh the writer 8ays - " it is often a misfortune "for 
IiatiV8I to have to be tried by European Magistrates, owing to the 
neoea&rJ want of acquaintance of thoa cers with many of their 
cllItoma and feelings." 'rhis ahows how very little he does know about 
their feelinge, at any rate on the very point mentioned. t is noto­
riOIll_t leutin the Punjab-that far from thinking it a miafortune to 
be tried by European Majtiatntes" the converse is the oate I and for 

.fOOd .... Ont. well known to themselves, nativea prefer having their 
cuet tried by Europeans whenever possible. Tbese reasons have not fu 
to be looked for, it btliog the oustom (if I may use the word) for native 
M.,wtratel to be influenoed in their decisioos by otber oonsiderationl 
than merely the evidenoe judioially reoorded by themselves. Not only 
cloea this apply to oriminal C8.le., but to oi vil trla.ls as well. This b4lini 
the feeUng of the nativ" 011 the subjeot-and they ought to know t.hem. 
MIlv81 belt-Ie it at all lurprieing tha.t the EUropeanl I\pprehond peril 
from the in4ignity lought to be forced on him. The a.nowalt of only 
Dative Pr~ideDoy Magistrates being authorized to try Europeanl i, 
very eMily removed by depriving the~ of this power a.ud lhul plao;ng 
them en. level with their MofulISil brethreu. 

PLEADER. 
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On Friday last the Hon'ble Mr. Ilbert moved for lea.ve to 
introduce into the L , gislative Oouncil of India, a.n a.mendment 
in the Oriminal Pl'jcodure Oodtl, which, whilst carrying out to 
a conclusion' the polioy ol)Usistently followed by: the Govern· 
ment, will yet attract very stlrious notice, and llossibly oause a 
serious discussion. In 'Lrief, it is proposed to extend the juris. 
diction of cert' agistrllltes, who are Nutives, over European 
British subjec s, residents in India.. Against the proposal, 
there is likely to be arraY!ld the feeling that an 'Englisl1. 
man has cert.o.in privilege s, one of wllich is tha.t he 
must be tried by his peers, and that in cases where 
lIuch very Sel'iOU8 matters as his liberty or bis life are in 
queRtlon, he should be arraigned before a Magistrl.l.te who is 
also an En[(lishman. · No'f J"e confess that as a. matter of 8ym. 
pa.thy, we are altogether of this opinion. We recognise from a. 
large and varied pel'ilonal experience of Indian lifp th!l.t the city 
a.nti t h~ mO£llssil are poles asund.er. The difference may be dOl. 
cribed by lIn.yiug that many things wbich cannot even be done 
in the city have to be undone in the mofussil. In the city publio 
opinion is not only strong buL is jealous; it is expressed prompt. 
ly ; its effects are produced more quickly, and it is beyond all 
question a .powel·fu! restmining influence in many directions. 
But even in the oity we see fJ.·om t.he oase of Mr. Gupta that a. 
Native Ma.gistrate is considered by Natives themselves to be 
amenable to a. class of influen IlS whioh do l)ot operate in the 
case of aq Europe~u officeI'; and 've think tllat if we ac(:ept th~ 
attack made by Natives in so wholly an unjustifiable a manner 
upon Mr. 3upta for his oonu uct id the case of tile Empress 'III. 
Charoo Chunder M u1 it:!k as in ItDy WILy reflecting popular 
opinion, that Europeans are to a c .. tain extent justified in ex· 
pressing a fear lest N o.ti'\l6 Magistrates, may 1/e open to iDtta~ces 
whieh wight wa.rp their a.dministration of criminal jUdiice. We 
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confess 0.110 tha.t thero is something of natur.ll pride in the 
1 

dema.nd that an Englishman shall be trieu uy an Englishman; 
but whilst there is a pride of ra.ce, Lhere i.J to Ii VAry much 
larger extent the sU3picion-we might almost ~ay tb fear­
that only "at the ha.nds of an Englishman can the Euro. 
pean Bl'itish subj ect look for impartial justice? OUt' sym­
pathies, therefore. I1. l'e l~ltogether against the amendment of the 
Criminal Procedure Code, suggested by Mr, Ilbel't, 

There is, however, anothel' side to the question, Pride, 
auu especially l'aoe pride, whilst an admirable incentive to high 
and noble deeds, and to a gen 'ous and l'xn.lted devotion in t!le 
serviee of the State, may yet be the m051r~angerous of guid1l8 
in that most difficult task of I:eeping what the very devotion 
it inspires hltd enable4 the mce to gain, Pride of 
race may seriously interfere with the work of binding to the 
mother country the hearts, the hopes, f~l1d the 10yoJty of the 
subject people, nay, its u11l'estl'llinE'ti ex hibition mll~ llecome 1111 

almost unendurable oppression, anel rena'r t.he snccess of lL 
great policy impossible, 1t:~in, sentiment ill another fILl e 
guiJe, The world mlLy be stirred by s ntiment to the work. 
ing out of gr at and liberal thoughts j but it cnon olily be go. 
verned by sentiment a.t the risk of confou£ding all practical 
administration, and of eakeuing and confusing lLll the main 
springs of govel'llment, While, thel'efore, as far II.S feeling 
is coneemed, we are lLgalust MI', Ilbert., we have to reo 
member tha.t while living in India, we have to .do our 
duty to the country which nourishes us, uefore ser ing 
our indh'idua.l intcrest " Rnd even before indulging in a 
mere selfi. 11 pride of race, CblLnges in the h.w must 
be weigbed, !lot as tbey serve an esrocial a.nd a selfish 
end, but a.s they are the outcome of, and the seea of progress, 
a.nd l1.li they tt!nd to minister to Lho unselfishlless of England's 
mission in India, and to the binding ever and ever llJore closely 
and with the noblest ' ks, India. and l!.'ugland together. 

, It is necessary, therefore, t consider Mr, Ilbert's proposals 
in the mOSL practical and dispassionate manner, A re they the 
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outcome, the neceanry outcome of a gra.nd policy, and 
are they a necessary step in the progress of India., a.nd 
in the perfecting of the administrative machinery of the 
Government? If the quest.ion be approilched in tllis 
spirit-if in considering it, we lift ours elves abov mere iudivi 
duu.lism, and seek to grasp the broa.der and grea.ter resuUs in­
\folved j if we seek to illUtlt.rate. tha.t greater pride ofa.n English­
man which will cause him to be t.he best and noblest servant of 
India. j if we seek to iUustru.te the pride in what an Englishman 
should do I1.S his duty, ratber than tbe pride which is satlsfied 
with what an Englis n is,- shall rise above clalls ques­
tIons and race questions, and confess, even if it be with Bome 
na.tural reluctance, that the .cha.nge in the la.w which is now pro­
posed is practically inevitable. But we may take an illus­
tration to show our mea.ning more clearly, a.nd to show the 
ehara.cter of the administrative pressure under which the 
Governmen! of India is moving. In 1872, when this qUel­
tion came before the Council a.nd men like Sir JOb3 
Sfrachey and Sir FitzJames S'tephaDs proved that they 
considered the discussion of the question inopportune, the 
Natives had only recently obta.ined a footing in the 
ranks of the Covena.nted Civil Service, a.nd the number of 
well-educated young men eligible for employment under the 
Sta.te was not so great as at present. The question in 1872 WlIoI 

shelved, a,'hd rightly shelved, because it dealt then with what 
was only a possibility of tile development of the chief branch 
of the public service; but to-day the pOllsibility has become .. 
fact of the a.dminidtration, and has cea.sed to be a. Ipecu!ation. 
Na.tive Covenanted Oivilians have come by seniority of sUrY.ice 
to enjoy the right of pl'omotion to the executive charge of dis­
tricts, a.nd, as there a.re very few districts without Euro­
pea.n residents, this seniority ha.s b,ought them to the 
right of administering all the criminal business in which the 
Europeanll in their districtll may be concerned, .with the lIole 
exception of trying the Europea.n himself, if a. criminaL ft.,.. ..... 
only the other day tha.t a. Native Oivilian was a.ppointed to aot .. 
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)Iagistrate of the diatrict of Bal&80r&. Now, .Ba.lasore is & co ... ~ 
district, a.nd veasels resort to it at three POlDts, a.t Balaaore, at 
Churamon, and at Cha.ndbally. If a Native Deputy Magist.ra.te 
ha.d been in charge of the .Bhuddruck sub. division.,. he following 
difficulty would have arisen if in the south of the district some 
one of the Europeans conn eo ted with the Tessels in the port of 
Obandbally had committed an offence. He would have been 
arrested and lodged in the lock.up at Cbandbally or at Bhud. 
druck which is 32 miles dist&.nt from the former p)~. He 
would bave claimed the privileges of an European British sub­
ject, and the matter would ha then g up to Mr. Dutt, the 
District Magistrate, wbo would Lave ha.d 'to report it to the 
local Government for order~, whether the Europea.n British 
subject should be tried at Midnapore, 120 miles from -Chand. 
bally. or at Outtack, which is 65 miles distant. Supposing the 
ma.n were ordered toO be tried at Cuttack, he would have had to 
march the whole distance under police guard, al'Ai at every 
police station where his guard was changed, he would have bad 
to be receipted for. Now, until he reached Cuttack, and W&8 

placed on trial, Ilome considerable time mus necessarily have 
Ltpsed during which, of course, he would have remained a 
prisoner in the ca.se of a non.bailable offence i and, in the case of 
a bailable offenoe, he must have remained a.t Chand bally. and 
would probably in such a case' ha.ve had to find his flay to 
Cuttack at his own expense. We need not go so far as to consi. 
der the result of the tria.l. All that is necessal"t for us to do ia 
to draw attention to the fact that a difficulty in oriminal ad. 
ministra.tion, whilst involving a doubtful peculiarity of J110t.ec­
tion, involves the very grf'atest amount of hardship to the 
l!1urop~n British subject brought under the opera.tion of the 
criminaL law of the country. It might happen that whilst Mr. 
Beadon wa.s Ma.gistra~,e of Ba1a.sore, \' r. Gupt.a. might be Civil 
and SessioDs Juda;e of Cutta.ck; and in this case the former, 
in committing a. prisoner, would have to commit bim to the 
Court of the Divisiona.l Judge; but in this ca'Je, ur>der the law 
as it lta.nds, Mr. (hpta. would be' unable to try the criminal, ADd 
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unless an European Judge were especia.Uy deputed to try thia 
one case, it would probably have to be transferred to the Oourt 
of the Judge of Hooghly. Here, again, the inconvenience IIoIld 
expense to be suffered by the European criminal must be too 
obvious to need comment or description. There is, however. 
another side to the illustration we have ~va.nced whioh oa.nnot 
be pa.ssed over. Wherever the case might be tried, there tIM 
Government would have to lee tha.t the prosecution and t.he 
wjtnesses on both sides should a.ttend, and this is a part of the 
question whioh. separate from a.ny conllideration of expenle. 
must be rega.rded BB ring up.n the possibiliti 8 of a 6I.ilure 
of justice arising from the disinclination of ma.ny persona to 
lubmit to a. very serious a.nd possibly costl) a.mount of the 
trouble and inoonvenience. We think, then, that the Govern­
ment is to.da.y face to face with a. difficulty of administratioD. 
a.nd tha.t this difficulty demands a. remedy. Oould that remed1 
be fou, d "n "dedying to Na.tive Civilians the promotion 
wluch they ha.ve deserved, or in depriving them of 
certain of their functiolls, a deprivation, which is 8ur~ to 
produce a bitter uncea.aing a.gitation 10 native lociet3 P 
The "orst of the matter is that no one could say that such an 
agitation WBB either ca.useless or unreasonable. J f the C1vil 
Se"ice hBB been thrown open to the Natives of India, ita full 
duties a.nd its fuU priv"lleges ha.ve also been thrown open to 
them" If they bave prepa.red themselves with the sanction of 
the State for certa.in responsibilities, the State cannot with JUI­
tice, right or policy, pass them over, and refuse to allow them 
So BBsume those responsibilities" 

In oonsidering this question, aga.in, regard must be had to 
the development of education in dis. itself since 1872, a.nd to 
the oloser com:n nion between England and India. which now 
eIi.ts. Although, mor13over, there is • broad line of demar­
e ltion between the state of things in the Presidency cities and 
the mdfuaail, still the nnmber of Europeans in the 
cU.triote it largely increll8ed, and .is increa.sing; and the reeult 
is t.ha.t LUre ~ lit quicker, lit more jealQua. and a more eBeetive 
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exobange of European opinion between the commnnities in the 
mofusail a.nd·the community of a. city like Ca.lcutta.. Wha.t i. 
true of thele communities is true in a still greater degree 
of the Anglo-Indian community and the mo her ountry. 
We know from the recent case of the Madra, Time. bow 
quickly English opinion can be stirred up on a. special 
Indian grievance; and we mlly reasonR.bly suppose that Enj{lish 
public opinion would be prompt to ' protect Englishmen 
aga.iDst injustice in India. Further, the sense which every 
Native Magistrate would have borne in npon him, that 
behind the Englishman in the ock wa'\.",ublic opinion in Cal­
cuttll., and behind Calcutta the opinion of England, would be a 
powerful inducement to fairness, and II. strong incentive to 
caution a.nd painstaking. The time, therefore, is more favour­
able to the change than could bave been anticipated in 1872; 
and the time suits well with what hll.s com~ to be a. necessity 
for the administration of the country. B@sidea lVe ha.ve Lv 
conaider whether a determined and narrow adhesion to exclu­
.ive privileges i1l not the most dangerous polioy the European 
community could adopt. For the sake of Epgland in India, and 
in order to further strengthen and cement the union between the 
two countries, is it not necessary that Englishmen should give 
the highest proof in their power of the thorougbness with which 
they adopt India, and take 'upon them the defence and 
advancement of her interests? No doubt cases may arise 
where' prejudice may bias the judgment of 0. Nativtl Magistrate j 

but if the xecutive Government does its duty, such C'a.sel 
will be extremely rare, and the inj ustice they might do 
c .. n be re.iuced to a minimum. e hear a great dea.J of the 
need of rapprQche1lte?d between Englishmen and Natives, and we 
think this can be brought about in no more efl'('ctunl way than 
in an Englishma.n's a.ccepting equality l)efore the law with the 
Native. If a Native MagistrtLte is worthy to have charge of 
the concerns of ha.lf.a.million of people,. and if he be found 
eu.pa1:>le of adjudioating with fairness and impartiality between 

-li; EUililhma.n and .. Native, we do not lee how th~ inference 
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Clan be resisted tha.t he must also be worthy to adjudicate 
between a Native and an Englishman. Mr. llbert has fenced hie 
proposal round with certain restrictions, and has thus disa.rmed 
many of the arguments 1Vhich would otherwise ha.ve been directed 
again t toe change. As described by him, the intentions of 
the Government must be gathered from the following extract 
from his speech on Friday last :-

.. Accordingly we propo~e to amend the Jaw, first, by regu­
lating thf) words which confinl; the exercise of jurisdiction over 
European British subjects to persons who are European British 
subjects themselves; secondly, by d c1a.ring thu.t every District 
M agistru.te a.nd Ses 'ons J ud e shu']1 be by virtlle of his office 
a Justice of tbe B c, and u such, capable of exr.lcisingjuris­
diction over European British subjectll: a.nd tl)irdly, 1'1 em­
powel'ing Locai Governments to inve t with the office of Justice 
of the Peace, and consequently with jurisdi ·tioD, over Europea.n 
British subjects, I.I.ny person who being eitber-

.. (a.) a member uf the Covenanted Civil Service; 
"(b) a. member of the Native Civil Service constituted 

• under the statutory rules; 
II (c) an Assistant CommissiQner in a non-regulation pro­

vince; 
.. (d) a Cantonment Magilltl'ate-

II is for the time belDg iuvested with thc powers of a Magistrate 
of tbe first class, and i , in the opinion of the LielltcnaDt-Gov­
ernor, fit to be entru~ted with those furtber powers. W pro­
pose to make DO distinction in the law bet~een European and 
N II.tive oflict!rs." 

As we ha.ve said, our sympathies are n.~ainst this change, 
whilst our reason and our experience both t.each us that it is in­
evitable, not ooly as a result of the demands of the admil.is­
tration, but as a. political necessity, and as a concession on the 
pa.rt of Englishmen to the progress of India, and the require­
ments of her union witb ~ngland. 

FebTUf1ry 9. 
In writing on Monday last on the subject of the propolled 

extension of the elriminal juri8di~tion of Native first c1!1.8' 
Magistrates over European British subjects, we drew attention 
to the check which public opinion in England would exercise 
oyer Native oflice1'l to whom the extended powen mi ten-
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trusted. Our remarks bave received prompt confirmation by 
telegrams reporting the opinions already expressed by the Lon­
don Press. As we indicated, a natural jealousy of certain 
privileges has made itself not only apparent, but strongly a.ppar-
ent. With t.hat jealousv we entirely sympathise, 'although 
&8 practical men acquainted with Indian lite, we are not 
prepared to yield to it. Rome had to extend the privileges 
of Imperial citizenship; and the like necessity will come 
to be acknowledged as a necessity by England. The London 
Press, whilst in point of fact treating the amendment to the 
Oode of Orimina.l Procedure as a ~ace que~~)D, do not appear' 
to treat it so wholly. Other considera~i~ are brought in 
The Government of Lord Ripon IS a.ccused of seeking popu.­
larity with the Natives, and the cry is raised tha.t one effect of 
the a.mendment of the Code suggested by Mr. Ilbert, would be 
to drive English ca.pital out of the country. Thia is the view 
put forward by the Timu. But if the telegraphic aUlmnary of -
the views of that paper be correct, then we can only say that 
the Times has entirely mi&taken the question raised last week 
jn the Legislative Oouncil. It is not proposed to give 
Native :M.a.gistrates generally jurisdiction a.er Europeans. 
'l'he operation of the proposed alteration in the law is 
to be restricted to Magistrates o·f the first class, that ia, 
to a. class of officers invested with the formidable jurisdic­
tion of lliwarding a sentet:lce of one year's imprisonmeD~. 
or a. fine of Rs. 1,000. These officers must therefore of 
necessity be men of experience and of a certain length of 
semce. Before they c!.l.n exercise -jurisdiction in the ca.ae Qt.: 
Europeans, they must be decla.red Justices of the Peace by the 
Loca.l Government; in other words, their capacity, their ex­
perience, and their worthiness must receive the especial approv­
Al of the Loca.l Gover\lOlent under whioh they may be serving. 
We cannot co~prehend hUw such an llidvance in the poliey 
which the Government ha.s pursued ever since the suppre8lion 
.of the Mutiny can affect the employment of European ca.pital in 
thisg"ul'try. To suggest such a thing &mount. to saying that 
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Englishmen are so bluch disliked in Indio. that it is Dot aaf~ 
to trust their affairs to the dilaretion of the .8ower of the 
Native Civil Service. Oan anyone b"U ve that a Nat,jve 
M agiatrate would ule his powers with 0. distinct and persiatent 
loia.s against any and every European brought before him!' 
Before we can Bay it will be unsafe to give the highest ranks of 
the Native Magistracy jurisdiction over Europeans, we muat 
Dot only declare tha.t all Natives, even the moat English 
amongst them, are prejudiced against Europeans to an extent 
which is II. politica.l danger, but that there is a COD­
spiracy, or rather a. consensus betweeIJ the Native Magis­
tracy and the ve Polict, to wage a 80cial war against all 
Europeans. If we are not prepared to admit this, the argu­
ment about English capital being driven out of tha country be­
comes somewhat worse than ipll.pplicable. In point of fact, if 
Natives, Magistrates and Police, were ever bent on using the 
powers ~f the law to the injury of Europeans in the way 8Ug­
ge t,ed, England would have reached a condition (If unpopu­
larity in India which would indicate the near approach of the 
collapse of her rule in this couutry. Again, if a set he made 
against an European, it must be made by and through the 
Police, and this being so, it would be just as eR.8Y to nin an 
English resident in the . mofussil to-day as it could possibly 
be under the worst perversion of the privileges granted to 
Native Magistrates by Mr. llbert's amendment of the 
Criminal CO'le. It must be borne in mind that the 
cbief complaint of Englishmen in India. has hitherto 
been, that the English Magistracy has always IhOWD a. 
bias against their own countrymen. The fear under the 
Dew state of thin"s, if ther were any fear, would probably 
be that. Ns.tive Magistrates would do the exact opposite. 
Each man entrUited with the extended jurisdictIon would 
know from wha.t has even now tak,n place tha.t English opin­
ion, a.nd not merely A.nglo-Indian opinion, would wa.tch hi. 
conduct with the liveliest jea.lousy, and tba.t if he showed a.nJ­
thing of prejudice against an European criminal, be would 

- " 
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be throwing back equality before the law for, it might be. & 

genemtion. He would understand and appreciate the fact 
that the clu8 to which he belon~ed was on its trial, and that any 
straining of the la.w against an European accused would l>e to 
furnillh arguments against confidence being pl:1't"!d in the 
Natives, a.nd in favour of depriving Native Ma~istrR.te~ of the 
extended powers which Mr. Ilbert would now give t.hem, 

Besides, the position of Europeans in the mofuBsil does not 
depend upon a mere application of English capital, or upon 
th~ir presumed wealth. It ill generally found tLat the Natives 
fiuil their interestll best served by Europeans. They have very 
little to lose, and a great deal to ~ain, by fit' pref!ence amongat 
them of Englishmen of standing, ability, and tact, unconnflcted 
with the services, but connected with the great work of develop­
ing the material prosperity of the country. The Natives 
may be trusted to know their own interests; and ex­
perienoe has shown that in India as elsewhere sel(.interest · 
is a stronger feeling than the mere prejudice of race. Even if . 
the Government were to again attempt so unwise an interfer­
ence with the non-official European commmuty as its great 
indigo ('rtJsade, we doubt "ery much if, with all-its power and 
even if English opinion stood neutral, it COUld. drive European 
ea.pital out of the country. There can be no doubt that the 
Indigo wa.r waged by the Bengal Government under a false 
impression of its own duty to the peOple, and faJse information 
80S to the conduct of the plR.nters, was a huge mistake. It wu 
a playing of the game of the Native landlords. But it haa 
. now come to be understood t.hat, all fllr as the general 
interests of the country a.re concerned, the action taken against 
the 1I1anters wrought the bulk of tHe people injury. That war, 
tho\lgh .wa.ged by the Bengal Government, and carried out by 
SOmt' of the strongest men who have served that Government, . 
W8.8 not wholly successful, Itnd could certainly not be repeated. 
Yet., where the local Government failed, are we to believe & 

Magistrate, here and there, wuuld sUC<'8ed-for the Natin 
M&gistr&t.~s exercising first ol8.8s powers ca.D never be more 

~ 
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than a section of the general body of Magisterial officers? The 
argument thorefore about a possible iujury to Europ au capital 
must be dismissed as too far fetched to Le !lerious1y consideredl 

Thore is, however, another side to the question. .l!~ew 

greater mistak s wore made by Sir A hi Y E till than his con. 
duct of the c~se of the Empress VB. Gordt)n: · and certainly of 
all the mista.kes commitled by J~ord I,ytton, the most in xcus· 
able was his oyeniding of the provisions of the Code of Crimi. 
nal "Procedure iu wha.tis known as the Fllller case. In tha.t 
case his action and his words amounted to an order t.o Magiso 
trates to try Europ cases w!th a bias aga.inst the European. 
Now if Mr. llbort's prop0801 should become law, Buch a 
ruistllke as that would be impossible, simply because it 
would be necessary for a person like Lord Lytton to prll.te 
a.bout legal inequalities, or to pretend to teach Europeans 
their duty to the natives of this country. The mere fact that 
tIl time ~as come when the Government can propose 8uch a. 
measure a tha.t now brought forward is, we take it, the highest 
testimony to the way in which European , 1l.!J III body. do their 
dllty to the Native around them. But it may be asked wllctber 
the ·Natives have not a right to ask Englishmen to submit to 
the a.pplication of English law: to India, Wo ourselves think 
tha.t notlling would so establish the reign of la.w in India as 
the frank acceptance 1>y Englishmen of equa.lity before the 
law with Nf~tives, :'loUd we are SUl'e there is greater wisdom 
in bestowing such equu.lity as a . boon freely given, tha.n in 
grantillg it as a ooncession to a Native popular demILnd. 

. But as we ha.ve said our business is to regard this ma.tter 
as practi()a.l men; our ,reason, and our experience unite to show 
us that the cba,age ili ioevit.a.blo. At the same time we a.re 
prejudiced in favour of EDglisllln~n being tried by Englishmen: 
our feelil1~s rnn.one way, our convicti~ns another, We would, 
11OwcTer, believing the change to be for the best interests of. 
bntil Englishmen a.ud Niltives, vote fol' it and place our pre. 
judices with a strong hand behind U8, The matter has . h':J.l 
the po..t 'I'I'eelc a eUllled a. ~~W lspect. a ill .. matter w4icb I. 
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110 longer chiefly -;;r i"ntcrest to India i EDgli~n prejudice haa 
. been arouled, and English opinion bas spoken against the 
change. It may bo, a.nd no doubt is, the fact tbat English 
opmlon on so peculiady a local question is somewhat 
uninformed. Should tho Govern.nent versovere it must 
provoke a conBict between Native opinion in India Hnd 
English opinion in England; and must also proroke in India. 
an agitation whiilh will represent as a grievance the 
boon it was intended to grant as an act of just favour and 
true policy. If such a measure as that entrusted to Mr.llbert 
is ever to be carried, it must be carried \IV o.n union, or by an 
agreement, between English an~ Indian <Jpinion. Thill being 
10, we consider that the Vicerov would be well advised if he 
postponed the matter, and meantime took steps to s~cure tbe 
thorough uuderstamling of tho quesLion by tho Englillh PrclIs 
an.! the English people. MOl\llwbile also we would deprecate 
any agitation in India j for sach a.n agitation, by justifying the 
prejudice underlying the opiuiolls already expressed in London, 
~oU1d most IL8sure{Uy defeat itself. 

FebrU41"Y 19. 

We wonder why the EndluTr/"UJ,1~ always profert to ftgbt 
gre!Lt questions upon sllIall i88ues-:-and wby he will never rile 
to the considerations of broad results if he can by !Lny poIlibil. 
ity discu .. a. wiDor issue or all inferior side of any quo Lion? 
He bas dealt with tho l)l"oposed amendment of the Criminal 
Procodure Dlll, as if India h,'\d not even stood still since 1872, 
Lut lUld acLuiI.11y retrogra!led. We were amused by his going 
back to find tlle basis of a discussion on the puwera to be given 
io senior officers of the Covenanted Civil Senice, who might 
happen to be natives, in1J{aglJa Oharta of all things in tbe 
"orld. But we reprehend his tactics, while we sympathin 
lI'ith bis intentions ra.ther tha.n with his endeavoursl 

" ( A~, the outset, Out oO~~~DlfQrar1 ,erl seriol"", YfI" \la-

... 
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fairly, and vel'Y llnwi ely misquoted Mr. l1bert, ~nd now we Unel 
be would uliscoustrue w hat we ourselves have s&id. On Satur­

day la.at, he g ... ve the most l'rominent position o.vailable to him 
to the following paro.gl·aph :-

" We ea.me ·tly commend tho suggestion of our correspon. 
dent, 'Europea.n,' to the r\tt~ntion of the Bnti h-born subjects of 
Her Majesty throughout ludu)., and esp cinlly ill Bengal, where 
independent B riti h interests a.re most largely r I res£'lltcd. 
A formal expres!lion of the views of OUI" iellow-countrflD II re. 
garding Mr. libel·t's Bill is the mOl"e nece SUI'Y, frolU the fact of 
a 19C41 daily cODtemp, y, Dot Wtherto suppose 1 to he a.nt.i­
British in its vi w, It.ving colne forward a an l\pologist fol' 
the Bill, migbt tend to orelLte 11.0 el'roneou belief that II. con. 
ftict of opinion exi. ts a.mong th m on the ubj ot.." 

Now, we thoroughly 8.1)preoia.te the compliment which the 
Engluhmat:. illt.ends to pa:r this journa.l lly II.dluitting the wight 
and infiueo e it possess s; hnt it is cha.ractel·ist ic of the 
Engli,hman that h sholll,l be somewhat awkwlLrd in the wa.y 

in which lIe frames th,~ com plilllent. At fir t si~ht Jle mlty be 
helJ to insinuate thll.t IV are !~uti -British, wbltt vel' that may 
be, and might be suppo d 1.<> uesir to pln.ce u iu I~ false 
position as rega.rds the public. We, however:, know tha.t he 
would not stoop 80 low as t.1l tt, n.lthougll he might pla.ce upon 
our words a miscon@truotion. No ca.use ca.n be furthered or 
adva.nced by misquotOltions Itnd misconstructions. We rf'gret, 
therefore, that the Englishman will lean to unfairness, and will, 
inltead of taking a manly and unmista.keable stand, go a.bout 
to adopt a. style of fighting which obscures tIle ol.>jects he has 
in view, and which appeals more to the passions than to the rea. 
Ion of the public. Our position as .regards the amendment of 
t.he Civil Procedure Code was dictateu by the LiberalislD with 
which this journal bas always been id ntified, IIond which loeb 
in the necessities of India the duty of Anglo-IndWls. Our 
position 'Was a perfectly simple one, and one a.bout which, we 
sbould bave imagined, there could he no mistake, and about 
wbich, therefore, l'e incline to bel~eve. the :&t.gUehman prefetT~ 
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to pay UI a compliment rather than to misinterpret anything we 
bave said. 

We bad first in view to the character of the prol,osed 
a.mendment to do our best to inform the public mi d. 'This we 
have already done. The second part of our duty is to inform the 
Government by reflecting public qpinion, and this we shall 
proceed to do. The Government gn.ve a pledge 01' a promise 
a twelve-month ago that tho que tion iDvolved in .Mr. IIbert's 
amendwE'lnt sh uld not be forgotten or overtooked. In redeem. 
ing its promise, the Government was bo~n(l to consider the 
point of expediency, and in d . 19 so, to look Ior a legiti. 
mate opportunity for bringing in a. o'hange .which, although 
radical in its tendencies, is in its character a logical equence 
oulV of the admission of nati ves to the ranks of the Covena.nted 
Civil Service. Judging from the opinions we hear expressed on 
all sides, by t,l10 utt -ran 1111 of the Indian Press, and by the 
reported o]Jiniolls of the leadi ng Londen p pel's, :f.ord Ripon, 
without t.he least intending it, hlts taken the English public 
and th Anglo-Tudhm ommunity by ur1'rise. He should 
during the past twelve months lHlve mad his .,intentions pla.in, 
so that whilllt ho was gathering th opinions of the leading 
officia.ls the public might have discuss d tIle lImttcr without 
the suppressed exnopemtiou of a .Bill actually introduced into 
the Legislature. PllUlic opiniou' ou this point seems to us 
to be wholly against tllo actiou of the iceroy, and 
indeed we at once say thl~t there is not a single English pap(;r 
in India which IJas spo1.en unr sel'vedly in favour of the 
change. It may be that th!'J position of the Government is 
misunderstood bot h in England and in India, and that the 
'ldmiuistralive difficulty, apparent to 'the Government of 
India, seated as it is at the centre of the Il.dmimstrll.tivo circle, 
is not apparent to those who regard that cilcle from the out­
side. The Gov rnment ml~y be conscious of a wcaknes in its 
admiI\iatrative ml\chinery, and yet that weakness may not have 
ml'~ it If apparent as an inconvenience to th public. The 
question, therefore, in this cOllDection which i. raised between 
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the Government and the public is whether the time is opportune 
for the Gov:~rnment to anticipate that incollvenience. lIeN, 

again, pUblio . opinion has pronounced distinctly against the 

course adopted by the Viceroy. 
The Englishman st!\ltes that the Chamber of Oommeroe has 

cltHed a meeU Il~ for Wednesday neit to consider this matter. 
Unfortunately for the puulio and ibe Ohamber, that body has 
SOUle years now avold@d the disc:i.lssiol1 of· political subjects. It . 
has not ~aken the pubHc into its cou fidence or sought to lead 
opinion on tho Local Self-Govol'Umeot Bm, or upon the various 
moves of the G rlllliont Ofnjudously affec~il1g tbe A,nglo~ 
IndiA.u and Eut·a.sian community; yet, as we pointed out when 
the Local Self·Government Bclleme was first mooted, that 
scheme makes no provision conserving the interest of Anglo­
Indians by secul'ing' t.hem a legitimate share of l'epl'esentation 
in 'Muniuipltiities and on 10cal.808. l'ds. The fear is now that tbe 

. Cham heJ;'ha.ving abdic:! t.ed influence 1l111y very possiLly he l'egard~ 
ed by the Govermneut as the mouthpiece of a aecLion, rather 
than as the l'epl:esentative of the whole comJ'l'luuity. This would 
b~ unfortuuate, for practically the Anglo.Indian cOlfilUnniLy is 
UTlanimO\1s in its opPofjition ltgaiust MI'. Ilbert's proposal; . and 
even if it wet'e not so, the d e1fll'ations of the London PreSA 
would oe sufficient to win over to the side adopted by English 
opillion all Englishmen l'esident 'in IndIa. But that no mis· 
take might be ma.d. , !\'nd that the Government might 110t 
misapprehend the f:eelings and opil1iQl1s of those I'\1ho would. be 
affected by the extension of the Ct'iminal jurisdiction of Native 
Magis~rates, we think the Cbambet' should consider the 
~dvisabi]jty of hoJ 'ug 11 pnulic .eating. The representative 
character of such a meet.ing would be beyond question, and 
would be a faithful an proper reply to the statement of the 
Government, that it wculd pause to receive the opinions of 
the community. This course, moreover, appears d':loirable, 
beclluae of the peculiar position ta.ken up by the Gj)verollllnt 
in respect to its own' proposal. It has been ('ll.refu! ';1h;Jst 

decla.r~g that it iii! actir.g uuder a. desire to l'adeem a. pro-
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mise, not to pbdge itself in any way to the passing of the 
measure. It bas invited criticism ill 11 mlLnuer to sugge t tIl at 
it will defer thel'eto. It ha.s puulisbed a correspondence on 
the subject in which, with Itdmimble fail'UOss, the a'SPmenta 
for nud against the measul'o al'e fl',mkly (llld bonestly given; 
and it has thlH! en A."~ed the puhlic to soe thnt again t the 
amendment t II t'l'e al'e t II IV ight.y names of Mr. Oarmichael 
and MI'. Howell, lint,h 111 II who have E' njoyed O})pol'tunit i£-8 not 
often given to OffiCittlH, of fR.miliari sing themsehes with tbe 
curreni tendencies of outsitle ihougllt and opinion. Then, again 
the Bill has b en mel'ely introdulfed into J\! CounlJil, and in a 
marked wny discussio;l upon it hils been, if not avoided, certainly 
IJostponed. On both occasions, when the subject come befol'e 
the Oouncil, care was ~xbibitell to make it, clear that the Govern· 
ment was Itnxious to obtn.in opinions as to the feasibility of tbe 
alt,eration in the Code. Now, her it 8 ems to u~, . we ho.ve tile 
Government deliberat 1y and ILVOW aly holding its hand. A 
strollg and 11nited expl'ession of 01 inion would, therefore, prob. 
ahly have tbe effect of cOllvincing t.lle Government. it has mis. 
taken pub~ic fc lin!!, and that the time is not oppol"tuno for the 
introduction of 0. chal1ge wllich is the inevitable sequence of a 
policy it bll.8 pur~lleJ for the bctter part of 0. gellero.tion. J\,gain, 
it may well be tlll~t the, Viceroy may dEtsire with perfect honelilty 
and frankness an excuse for post (oning action in this matter. In 
the face of declared opinion in En~lnlld Lord Ripon ClI.n scarcely 
hope t.hltt tho clla,nge in the 1aw will esca.pe the veto of the Secre. 
of Stl\te, This being so, it would be the extreme of foll tor 
the Governlllent to provok in India a. collision betweon Euro. 
pean and N'Ltiv opinion,-a. C011iSiOll which could not be pro. 
ducti Te of good, which must 1'0 inevitably embittered, and 
which would raise aU those race qllestions, the discussion of 
which bas happily 81l\mLer~d for Rome yeal's, and which could 
only now be re-awakened at th cost of the embarrll.8sment of 
the overnment, a.nd the r tardation of the progress of the 
country.-· If public opinion in Indio, were fairly in unison on 
the .ubject, the Government would even then be justified in 
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proceeding with the measure against such u.n expression of 
opinioD 11.8 tha.t o.lreaolly recorded ill London. Hut in India 
oplUlon is UQt only sharply divided, buL every da.y makes 
the division and anta.gonism more apl)arent and more deter­
mined. We see, therefore, tha.t th€l'o is every reason why 
the Goverllment should not persist in forcing on a discussion 
of the measure, and in this regard good service may be done it .y such an expressiou of the general opinion as ctl.n only be 
secured by a publio meeting. 

4! Febr1tary 21. 

This morning the OhalUbel' of Commerce will hold A. meet­
ing to consider Mr. Ilberl's l)roposed amendment to the Oode of 
Oriminal Procedure. It is lUuch to be wished that the Ohamber, 
while recording its owu opinions, will take steps to invite the 
oplUlOns the Bomba.y and Madras Ohumue1's, and will also take 
steps to lIecure a. public meeting. The an8we1' of Mr. Cros8, the 
llew Unde1·.Seo1· tIIory of Stt~te for India, to a question put him iu 
the Commonf!,-an answer reported in our Telf'graph co}umn,­
ahows that the Government is not 80 anxious to secure an Ofitm 
disculIBion as it dechu·ed. The Viceroy in India ostentlltiously 
inntas crititism, and appears in 110 llUrry to ]>8.SS the Bill 

-through the legislaturfl j whiltit Mr. Cross dedares the Home 
Government will not invite discutlsivn on tho measure, beca.use 
it is anxions to a.void Jela.y. 'I'be ChllwlJer should make Il Dote 
of this oPlJOllitioD in the ILttiLuJe of Home und Iudiun Govem. 
ments towards th Bill, auu should ttlke steps to lIecure that the 
question sha.1l ue debated in the CommoDs-the only balt]e. 
ground where the question ill its present form can be author,i­
ta.ti"~l, settled. If Mr. Cr088 be right, the Government of 
India. hll.l Becured· the approvnl of a.ncw Secretary of Stato 
abd the cha.lllpionship of a new Under.St!cretary. It is 
IC&rooly pG88i1,]O that Loru Kim berley and Mr. Cross can be 
aW'lIore that oticial bpinioQ i. divided OQ tbe meuur and 
,~ tlJo ololtlido or1l;ioll o~ tbQ An8'IQ·IA~D ~OWUl\Ulit, 
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8 practically unanimous aga.inst it. The attitude o~ the Home 
authorities, llowever, makes it incumbent on those in .Inaia who 
oppose the Bill to make that 0pp08.ition as puLlic and ILl 

ilrenuouy as possible. M en.ntime, sboulu the GOV'ePtImen , act 
upon the policy unveiled by l'YIl'. Cross, it will raise a storm 
which will inevita.bly bring about 80me very important cha.nges· 

February 22. 

It has been truly said of i'dI'. Ilbei(8 proposed a.mend. 
ment that it is not called fOl' by the Europel.l.n .community 
whom it most concerns, or demanded by the natives to whom 
it must necesBarily be a mutter of sentiment. If eVJry native 
first cla.ss Magistrate in India and Burmah WC1'e to receive 
powerB of the kind indicated by Mr. Ilbert, their num bel' would 
be 80 small as to mah it clear tha.t the Governuteut were 
supplving a.n administrative inconvenience of which they were 
themselves the only persons thoroughly const'iou ; but in raj iog 
the question, Lord Ripon pl'obably overlooked the character of • 
tbe agitation he might provoke. If the European eommunity had 
sbown an indifference on the 8ubject, or, if it had permitted 
the paliBing the Bill to go by default, the Government might h l17fe 
congra.tulated itself upon 8Rcaping {I"Om au embittered discuB­
Bioll; but the European and Anglo-Illdian community feel 
very Btrongly a.bout the amendment, and rega.ru it as all un­
called for concession. Their feeling', moreover, has been 
strengthened by wha.t they know of the opinions of the London 
Prefi. But, on the other hand, the following pa.ragnph, taken 
fl'om the Indial~ Spectator, IIhows the kind of mhlllLief which 
Lol'd Ripon has caused ;-

"Th su~gestion made 1ly S0111e of our vel'oa.cultu· COn tAm. 
)orarbs, that native R.Bsocill.tions should try their best to 
Btren~then the b(\l\ds of the Goverument in this watter, needi 
immediate adoption. C rtain European c1Q.88cs will get UJ.lIlo 
fiel'ceoppositioll. It is fo.· the people of thfl country to meet 
this Ol)Position in every form-bi public agita.tion and critici.a; 
I\nd P1 mOJl1oriais, petition. Ilnd 1110 on." 



Feb. 22.] . 281 

Wow, bere we have a. threat of dividing the European a.nd 
native communities into two antagonistic camps: the Euro­
peans standing on the defence of a right which they oonside .. · 
a necessity of their position,-a n~oessity springing direotly 
from their fewness; and th natives agitating for a concession 
which the Government itself will have taught them to <lem nd, 
but which, if left to themselves, they would not have demand d 
for a.t least many years to come. We do not oon idsr that any 
good of any kind ca.n flow from this state of things. The 
natives will be ta.ught that they have a gl'ievR.noe; yet thR.t 
grievance must, as far as they are conoerned, he wholly senti­
mental. Further, t will be t aught by the Government itself 
the dangerous lesson, politically, of public agitation and critioism. 
The most experienced Anglo-Indians will s e in this a oe\v 
da.nger,-a danger thus point a out by Sir Richard Temple in 
his article in the lasli number of the Fortnightly Review:-

" Thus, too, a new difficulty bas set in from tho time that 
• the empire was thoroughly well established. The native criti-

cize and criticize; no government can be proof against criti. 
cism, much less a. foreign one. TogethpT with oaptious fault 
finding no adequate allowance is ma.de for the clI.rdina.l virtues 
of the system." 

The question is whether Lord Ripon's Government ha.s not 
been guilty of an act of unwis<lom in thus creating in a con. 
tented and quiet community an outbreak of strong political 
passion. Some months ago, when writing on the Local Self­
Government schem~ of the preseot Viceroy, and of the senti­
mental cha.racter of his domestic policy, we took occasion to 
6ay that it was to be hoped Lord Ripon would not cause in 
Indin a state of public feeling like that which had resulted 
from a sentimental pol'cy in Ireland. It would Reem that the 
failure of tba.t policy in Ireland has in no way taught Lord 
Ripon a. le880n for the good of India . • He has raised a race 
question in a way wbich has provoked strong feeling, 
a.nd has not evo' ed calm reasoning. The fact that the 
natives are preparing to counter-agitate agaimlt the Euro£~n 
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community seem. to us a danger which the Government ia 
bound to .. "oid even at the ea.crifice of Bome digni.ty. 

The meeting at the C~amber of Commerce yesterday wlLS .. 
good representative one, that is the members preBeM-represebt­
eel individua.lly, not only a large investment of capital, but ... 
large number of Europeans employed in the work of applying 
that capital to the improvem en t of the resources of India. The 
meeting decided that the a mendment of the Criminal Procedure 
Code, suggested by Mr. Dbert, should be protested against by 
the Chamber as a representative body; ·tha.t a Committee should 
be formed to secure in all distrfctB sign &}",res to a tnemoricl.l to 
the Vioeroyembodying this view, aud tha.t the Chambers of 
Madras and Bombay should be asked to support the action of the 
Oilloutta Chamber. The meeting did not suggest the calling of a 
publio meeting because a. separate movement with that object in 
view has already been set on foot. As our roaders will see, Mr. 
llhArt'li Bill will not be brought before the Councilat"this week's 
sitting, and on Thursday next a public meeting will probably 
be oonvenod by the Sheriff to allow of a formal and gene­
ral expression of the views of the communitJ. The Indigo 
Pl&nters' Assooiation might follow up the action of the Cham­
ber by calling meet' ngs at certain centres, and by sending the 
relults to the meeting on Thursday next. The Planter. of 
Da.rjeeling, Cachar, Sylhet, and the principal Assam District. 
might also hold meetin~8 with the same object. The time we 
knoW' is short, but the telegraph is swift, and much mar be 
done in a. few days if the time be well employed. The Trade.' 
Association, moreover, should speak out on this question. The 
gf'eat point to be 'kept i:n view is to leave the Government no 
e~cuse for misunderstanding, or miscalcula.ting, the strength of 
tl'e feeling aga.inst the Bill. 

Writing of the extension of the jurisdiction of Native 
}'b~8tra.te8, a. .Bomba.y na.ti,:e paper, the BaIt Goftar, laya:­
".This .unexpected presenta.tlon of. the Bill. ~n question bu 
tJl~e.n rise to the unexpected expression of Brltllh V&nity; and 
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therefore it is necessary that the na.tives should bestir them­
selves a.t a. time when Lord Ripon a.nd his Oounoil ha.ve a.ctually 
armed themselves to obliterate the huwilia.ting distinction of 
ca.ste in judicia.l ma.tters ......... ... .................. Iu every city 
and in every town large meetings should be held a.nd petitions 
prepar6d in sUfPort of the proposed measure of Hia Excellency 
the Viceroy. f na.~ive8 really love their country and its iuter. 
ests, they ought to unite more freely at the present moment 
and ai.Ience the agitation of self-opinionated Europeans." 

We would ask Mr. llbert if the prospeot here presented is 
one from wb'oh the Government can, llDder any oircumstance. 
wha.tever, look to ga.in a.ny strength? 

• Febl''Uary 23. 
TO THE EDITOB 011' THE INDIAN DAIltV NEWS. 

Sir~-Yotl have been justly congl'atula~d on the artiole in 
your paper denouncing the Resolution of the Government of India, 
which practically and most invidiously exoludes Europ ani and 
Ellraaians from competition for appointments in the ;Engineering 
Department. Englishmen are accustomed in all their coloni.­
aDd depend;3ncies to demand and expect, for themselves 8.Il forothere, 
a !airfield a.nd no fa.vour, as one of ypur ('ol'l'espondents to-day 
remarks; but here, in a cOllntl'y won and governed by English­
men, and in which the natives have alreRn, been admitted to pri­
vileges and adyanta~es, which. in theu' earlier e.rperienO<.ll the, 
never even dreamt of, lt is sUl-prisi'1.g to find En~lishmen II.lld theU' 
descendants absolutely excluded in the race for life, which to them 
is daily becoming hardor and harder, in a degree of whioh the 
governing body either ba.ve no conception, or whioh they deliber­
ately and moat unwisely ignol·e. 

So ruso, almost simultaneously, we have a ohange proposed in 
the law to withdraw from Englishmen their long-cherished birth­
right of being tried by their own countrymen. 

No lang118.ge is st1·o~ enough to condemn the policy which 
professes on the one hand, under the plea of ~ua.lity and fainlesll, 
to remove from the native a disqualification WhlCh has worked no 
evil, in order merely to gratify native self· pride and ambition; and 
on the. oth~r hand, with equ.al ~ratuitousnfl!'B, .imposes a. positive 
disquahfication on the European Clllli ea, and mlhcts upon them a. 
gl'ievous injuetice, which saya plainly that, a.U other things being 
equa.l, the natives l'hall have an absolute manopoly of officea under 
Government. 

The Press in England has spoken out powerfully on the flnt 
alarm, lUld it i. sa.tisfactory to find tke English Press here alao 
doing their duty, ancl unanimously opposing the infraction. of Eu. 
ropean rights. 

It only remains for the European community to wake up to the 
emerjlency, and to F~n~rt the Press by an expreaaion of their in­
dignation at the P118' imoUB conduct of tbs Government; a.r.d if 
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further demonstration be need\ld, the Volunteers whose zeal seems 
already on the wane, should in Ii body resign in di8~ust and be no 
longer hood winked by the Government which affects to set a value 
on their services, and yet t~'eat8 their vital interes~s with the 
utmost unconcem, ' 

, It would really appear as if we were fas~ appr~hing ~h, 
climax, whIch some Y\lars ago was boldly enuncIated by a natIve 
writer, if I mistake not, in the Bengalee Magazine that the Govern. 
ment of the country should be delej5ated entil'ely to the natives 
snd tbat Europeans should bo l'ctam d only as a mercenary and 
fighting clalls to support the native Government and preserve order, 

Such, no doubt, at' the amb~tioas views of the mild Hindoos, 
and none can blame them for their patriotic, though short,sighwd 
aspirations which Our rulers are at present doing all they can to 
enconrage, Alrcady, according to the ominous announcement in 
Major Baring's memorable speech of festive car, Sf the adnniB8ion 
of EUlropeans to th" GeneralUnco'l)~"hanted BeAAce has been forbidden, 
and they will Ilradually disappear fror(/) its ranks;" Filld now step 
by step oth"r uepal.'tments are being closed against them, while self· 
govemment for the natives is openly proclaimoo by the highest 
authority in the land, 

No wonder that at the Trades' Dinner Lord Ripon was greeted 
with the adulation of the a.stute l'epr sentative of tho N ative-Pre8s; 
hilt those acquainted with the native character, who listcned to the 
e,ble addl'csS of that meek and placid Hindoo, could pot mistake 
what would be his ideas of equality and tolw'ation if the tables were 
reversed, and the natives wcr placed in the posUion of their 'rulers, 

It WIUi well sni d by Sir James Stephen, when this same question 
was last raised in the Oouncil, that there is no country in tae world 
where the demand for equality came w.ith worse grac41 than this, in 
which legal exemptions of every kind are claimed and gl'anted to 
the natives; but the a'ndoo would wish, while retaining all his 
own speoiul privileges, to override the prejudices of every other 
cla89 and to oblige us to give up our advantages, 

Distinctions there are in all national laws which respeot differ. 
ences of race that are strongly implanted; for inatanoe, the 
Scotch, who are so closp1y alliea and one with the English, have 
their own laws and oustoms in cortain matters, and yet we do not 
find that the two nations are the less united or more Jealous (\f one 
another, 

It is impossible by any f01'ce of law to coerce brotberhood 
among dissimilar races, and it will only 00 when the na.tives are 
)'\lady to sink their own pI'ejudlces, and noL to array thew against 
us, thll.t we can ever meet in equality, 

NQr does the principle of exclusiveness in the distribution of 
eml)lloytnents aff ct Europeans only, The Mahommeduus are well 
nigh equnlly with oU1'8elves shut out, If the Govel'Dment ore 
afraid to trust tbemselvet in the matter of patronage, why should 
Dot the whole of the appointments throughout the oountry be 
equally divided, a cert(lin number being reserved for successful 
candidates for eacb class; eay, one· third for Hindoos, oDe.tbird 
for Mahommedans, and one·third for Europeans and' Eurasians, 
This was done on the fu'Bt institution of t~!.! Subordinate Executive 
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• 
Service under Sir Frederick Halliday. and it work dwell. removiDg 
all ground of compla.int. a.nd aifording equal ohar..o s to all. 

The experiment of administering through natives aloDe has 
been tried in one or two distlicts of B ngul, kMwn 118 th black 
districts, and it would be well if th Govel"Jlm nt published the 
results. If cllrr nt rumours be cOl'r ct, the system \IVa fast Ie ding 
to the d1sr\lption of society and to utt ). disorder, and th Govern­
inent have b en comp 11 d to r move and l' distribute th officers, 

It is not difficult to for tell what tho fate of the country will be 
long before the lnat EUl'OP an has diso.pp n.r d from the raub f 
the General Uncovenanted Service, 01' thc last EUI'op an British 
8ub~ect frem the mofussil, a period which the Government IjC w ·to 
anhcipate with delight a.nd to be end o.vouring to hnawn,-YourII, 
&c., 

OUSTOS. 
FebrllarY 22nd, 1883. 

~ _ e __ _ 

Febf'1U1,ry 24. 
The agitation on M.r. llbert's amendment to the Criminal 

Procedure Code has already assumed a fOl'm manifested now 
for the first time in Indian political life, Hitherto all changes 
affecting the status or privileges of Europeans have been 
work il out by the Government overruling or oveniding the 
protests of the European community. Thert> have been strong 
contests, but the parties to those cunteRts have been, the 
Government on the one side and the Europeans on the other. 
In the present instance, however, the agitation raused by the 
proposal of the Government to 'extend the jurisdiction of 
na.tive Magistrates to Europeans has assumed a novel form. 
It is no longer a question b tween the European community 
and the Government, but between the native community and 
the European community, in which the former take up a. 
proposa.l of the Government and agitate to the prejudice of the 
la.tter, It is not therefore, a question of concession; 80 long 
s it was that we were dispo pd ~Q soo in it an advance which, 

as the result of a policy long followed, we regarued as inevi. 
table j but it is not 110 question of the development of a policy 
in the form the agitation has begun If> assume, but a question 
of victory to the native a.nd of defeA.t to the European com. 
munity, We are, therefore, compelled to draw a wide distinc. 
tion between true theory and correct practice, and are compelled 
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to admit tha.t what ma.y be true in theory ma.y, by a. mistake in 
pra.ctice become II. mischief of no ordinary dimensions, a.nd 
productive of disa.atrous results. The force of circumstancea 
wa.a alla.ying in India class fbaling in a way which Wl\.8 

moat hopeful, and productive of grea.t good. ~opeanl 
and nativtls were slowly, but surely, being taught to 
rega.rd the weal of India as a common interest, a.nd 
as a.n end towards which each should la.bour, and 
about which each could sympathise with and appreciate the 
labour of the other. But all this has b~en changed more 
Buddenly and more completely than any thing we remember 
since the Mutiny. The two comtnunities ~ve begun to ra.pid­
ly drift apart. Passion has usurped the place of rea.son, a.nd 
if one is uureasonaUe in its preju(iice, the other is unrea.aon­
able in its appetite for coucession, which an unexpected turn 
haa sha.rpened. We consider this state of things la.menta.ble, 
and, indeed, 0. misfortune. It throws back the two commu­
nities by almost a genera.tion, and it raises a class of questions, 
the most, unsatisfactory and dangerous, because they appeal 
to pride and passion, and avoid appealing to experience and 
reason. Wha.t India is threatened with seems to be an arraya.l 
over against each other of the European and native communities. 
This antagonism divid s the Europea.n from the native Preaa 
by an unbridgeable gulf, across whi~h the more modera.te On 

each side find no means for approll,ching each other, or for aug­
geating a compromise. If the European community hold a meet­
ing to oppo~e .Mr. Ilb rt's amendment, the native community 
threa.teus to hold a meeting to support it. If the Englishman 
melllorialisis in defence of a privilege which he saya is essential 
to bit status in this country, beca.use bis community is numeri­
cally so small, the Bengali also memorialises j but whilst he ca.lla 
l1pon Hindustani and Punjabi, Mahratta., and Telinga to join 
him, · be goes further thar. Mr. Dbert j he seizes with ready 
logic upon tqe weakness in Mr. Ilbert'a proposal, and letting 
aaide all taachings of expediency, and all teachingl of practical 
atatelmanlhip, a.nd the working out of a. comproll1iq 
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between theory and u0C8saity, he dema.nds tha.t all Dative 
Magistrates sha.ll possess powers eque.l in every respect to those 
given to Europea.ns j and that the European and the native 
shall Dot only be tried by the same man, but shall receive the 
sa.me sentences, and be limited to the sa-me right of appeal. 
We are quite prepared to hear that this conflict of the com­
munities was not a.nticipated or expected by Lord Ripon or his 
Council. But we must look facts in the face, and muat giv 
full weight to tbe utterances of the native Press, and to tbe 
advice wbich it tenders to the native community. A nd we go 
further and say tha.t it is the duty of the Government to allay 
the excitement whi othing ut its own action ho. produc d, 
and to remove the cause of an embitt r d, uncn.ll d for, and 
dangerous agita.tion j and in tbis connection, we would dra.w 
prominent attention to the remarks of the .4f1trita. Bazaar 
Patrika:-

Our gracious Sover ign promised in h r Proclamation tbat all 
her subjec in India, European or Native, Oillistian Ot· Hindoo, 
would rcc ive e<t,ual attention from her. But Bee how dift I'ently are 
the European criminals anil Indian criminllis treated by OUi' maatel'8. 
Our senators make a nice di8tinotion of the people who inhabit 
the country. The peopl in general have one IILW, but tben otl.tcr. 
hjl.ve Bome especial privileges: These others as we 1'0inted out 
sometime ago. are; (1) Mad m n, (2) wives and children, and (8) 
European8. It is not a compliment to the European8 to be ola.aeed 
among8t wive8 and children and mad men. Our ben vol nt. oftrn­
ment has, however, a tendcr regard for Eurl)p ana. Whenev(!r an 
unruly and wicked child is accu8ed of having d ne miscbi f.tho fond 
father apologl8es for him: .. Don't YOIl know. sir, h is a. very good 
child, but then my ma.rl child is a. little unruly." The fond paternal 
Government st> p ts its mad and unl'uly child, the European, and 
gives him all the privileges of a. mad mnn. 

As for treating Europeans like wives and children, the Govern­
ment alwaY8. however, does it also for very good rea80n8 of its own. 
I. not a. European a. helpless "being P Doe8 not the pa.ternal 
Government alway8 bplp him when e cannot bell? himself II If he 
baa no money, t~ Government provide8 bim With a. pon. If he 
haa no money to go home, the Government provides him with 
paeeage mone,.. If. he is incompetent to diBcharge the dnties 
entruslPd t6 blm, :he is surrounded by experienced natives to teach 
him, to guide him, and to obey him. l'f he plays mad pranks in 
one department, he is transferred to anothpr. He haa been alway. 
treated aa a helpless man and the Government therefore granta 
especial privilt-ges to the E rope&n8 along with lunatiCII, and wives 
aDd children. 



The fact iI, the special privileges are not in keeping with the 
whole tone of the Oriminal Procedure Oode. They are a pl()t on. 
a.nd a disgraoe to, the fair fame of the Government. They serve 
no useful purpose, and they serve the purpose of low ring English­
men in publio estimation and keeping up the diff rence between 
the two races. These privileges mlght have been neccssary in the . 
beginning of British rule in India. But now tbev ar6 tIOt wanted. 
Let those of our oountrym(,ll who have any admiration for tbe 
climinal administration of the country; let tbose native HakeerMl 
who think that they serv their country by seDdin~ people to jail 
right and left, and by using the cannon when a httle stick would 
de the purpose, take note of the fact, how anxious our enlightened 
teachers and masters are to kcel? their own race aloof from the 
.. blessings" of our criminal admmistration. 

Th people of the country are very little interested in the 
nmendrucnt proposed by the Government. But it is something 
v ry different that a Iiluropean shodd get a J.t.bter lientence under 
the law than the native for commiting the Sl\me crime. The domino 
ant race may object to be tried by the nigger, but the EuropflllU 
forger can have'no reason to object to be on equal terms Wlth a 
native fOl'ger. 

We see in these extracts the way in which the question is 
regard.ed by one section of native community. But the 'moat 
rabid and anti-European member of the native Press some­
what cynic/tlly deolares "th.e people of the country are very 
little interested in the a.n:iendment proposed by the Govern­
ment." If this b~ true, then, it must be admitted that the 
natives are agitating for something beyond the amendment it­
self· and, that they regard the amendment and the concession 
it involves from a point of view altogether different from that 
of the Government; and 8S keenly practil)al as the view of the 
Government is' s~ntimental. Just now politioal agita.tion and 
raoe conflicts in India are in the last degree to be deprecated 
and avoided I, and we would, therefore, again impress upon 
the Government the wisdom of a course which ahaJl disflipate 
the storm which now threat.ens the land. 

Febrw.ry 26. 
The question raised by the Government of India in relation 

to the employment of Eurasians and Europeans has So very 
anious side irrespective of its bearing upon the fortunes of the 
communitiea mObt concerned. It proves tha.t the pigeon-holes 



of the Secretariatll IItill contain precedents dating back to the 
timee of the Ea.st India Compa.ny,-precedents based upon iIae 
narrowest prejudices of the groo.t traders, and which .peak of 
the 01l10e and the shop, rather than of sta.tesmanship. It wu .. 
lIettled habit of the Company to undervalue, under.rate, loud 
dieown the Eurasians. If the l3oa.rd of Directorll could, they 
would have rid themst>lves of the community, or would haTe 
forced the Eurasians. back into the ranks of the nati.,et. 
They should have formed, according to the Company, .. 
part of their mothers' community, in India, as everywhere 
elae. But in tb' countl'# the constitution of uti". 
society decided ' the matter a.dversely to the wiehea of 
Lea.deuha.U Street, and laid upon the fathers, the father'. 
duty of responsibility for the sons. The Eurasianll, it wu 
speedily seen, had no alternative but to be adopted all .. 

part of the European community, for they were as much cut off 
from the. native by social customs as the European himaelf. 
This result, if rightly utilised, tended to strengthen the politioal 
life of the Oompany just as i~ must strengthen the hand., in .. 
political seuse, of the Gevernment of India, for it added to the 
ga.rrison, professiona.l and unprofessional, of India, a whole 
community, which, though small at first, was bounll to increase 
rapidly, a,pd to look to English supremacy as the very guarantee 
of its existence. The Oompany, however, shared not .. few 
of the prejudices of a time familiar with the habit. of the 
holding of slaves by Englishmen. Slavery waI, indeed, 
abolished in the English Oolonies, but in India the Company 
reta.ined the meanest form of race.pride, and up to almo.t the 
~test year of its existence resented the pressure of the circum. 
IItances, which, as time went past, identified the EUraliau 
more and more fotrongly with the English community, and 
thruat tb ir condition ever more urg,ntly upon the attention 
of the Oompany as a grave political problem. With the 
luperae8sion of the Oompa-oy by the OrowD, there ought to 
ba"e come & .uperaeui.on of the prejudices which .wayed the 
OOlUpiI11 aBut t.be lilt IDCiiIJll. ft. poUtical 11111 01 
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luch a. community should bave been recognised by the Govern­
ment which inherited the policy of emancipation; and, after 80 

many years of the direct government of this country by tbe Crown 
not to be able to do so, not to be able to do more an strive ' 
to work out the narrow-mindedness of the Company, argues 
a.n inability to rise to the full height of a complex political 
question. The Go vel'l').men ii of India neglectR the Eurasians 
from considerations which it seeks to hide bebind sentimental 
excuses. But sentiment in such cases indicates weakness, the 
want of power to grapple with a difficulty, the weakness in~ 
deed which makes a difficulty more d ' cult. The faculty of ' 
ruling, the power to administer, must be Ie s in the Govern­
ment which n.£tel' nearly a qUll.l-ter of a ceutlll'y of the Jil'(~ct 
government of India by the Ct'own goes back lo til lwejudices 
of a. century n.go,-prejudices I)eculia.l' to I\. sh~vf'-bolding time, 
andl:to a I rotest ag:,-illlst tbe llOn-absol'l Lion of Eurasians into 
the native community of India. CU.1l it bo wisdon'J which ig­
nores the l!lurasi'l.n community and denies it employment? 
1's the sentiment wise which seeks the flLvour of the 
natives in so markedly \lUjust a manum' ? Ottn it be 11 con­
sciousness of strongth which anticipates IllLtivc cries, and seeks 
to discount native political u 'mands ? 18 it a feeling of un­
opposeable strength which ce~s to govern a oountry like 
InJia. by.1I. gt'OUp of foreigners conducting a purely native 
administrative machine? We Ilre half ashallled for the repu­
tation of Englishmen as an imperiu.ll'ace to ask such questions. 
They raise speculations which it is not to the interest of the 
Government should be raised. Their merc formulation is lI. 

disservice to the Government aud yet we are compelled to 
. .raise them, JompeUed to ask them, in ord r, , if possible to . 
open the eyes of the Goverument ; to the supreme folly of the 
sentiment which they ould have the world accept.as a great 
and just policy. With the Government must rest the respon_ 
sibility, if the world go behind the sentiment; and believe they 
find it ba.sed in a lenae of 'Wea.kness rather thdD in a (lODBCioUllo 

J1'" of ItreDith, 
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'to THE JilDITOR 01' TRJII INDIAN DAILY NJilWB. 

BIR,-The proposed .A wendment of the OlimiDAl Procedure 
Code, taken in coujl1Qction with the r cent Beaolution, excluding 
!lit EUI'Opeans and Eurll ians born in India from the higher ranka 
of tb" Publio Works Department, l' minds one of the oourse of a 
drunken man,-his wHils good to go ahead, but reason no longer 
controls his movements, so one step points this WilY, and the n xt, 
that way, The" Act" proposes to make Eur()peans, EUl'lI.8iunl, 
and" pure Asiatios" equal in the eye of the law, Tho" Reaoln. 
tion" Pl'Opost>s the exact revel'8e-to make them unequal in the J e 
of the law, Jb direots thllt" pUl'e Asiatics" shall not only ~ 
preferred to, but that EUI'oreans !lAd EUl'llsians shall bo ac. 
tually excluded from, appoIntment to the higher ranks of 
the Publio Works Department, No reasun is assigned, no 
orime or failing oharged against tho proscribed OhlllS save thllt 
they are born in lnciIP. But or! what ~round Lord Ripon 
and hia advisers pt'csume that pure Asiatlos are more worthy 
of Btate favour than the ohildren of Europeans and EUl'lI.8ilms In 
India P They 0.1' natives of India, true i but that is no ~I'ound of 
apecial merit, fOl' so, too, are all tho Europeans and Euraslans born 
in the oountry: if not, th n of what oountry a1' they nativea P 
They were born her, ana. most of them wet' n vel' out of lnd'u, 
Will Lord Ripon a.nd his adviser8 81LY, Jr'shrunnl k , that they au'o 
born out of t4eit· native land? 'I.'heir solll orim i8 theil' bit,th, bllt 
" mallLel', who did aiu, thes!! men 0 1' th t'it' parents, that they Wtll'e 
Lorn III India p41 To be just, LorJ It pon 8hould visit thll.t crime 
(if orime it be) on the parent IIf the llufortunates, who hfLve inom'. 
)'ed the wrath of the IndilUl Gov\:l'ulO..:nt by til mis:1emeanoul' of 
being born, 

The Indian Governmeut is ooustl\utly ul'gin", on the Eu)' pMn 
and EUl'II.8ian I?opulation tlte duty of joining iu the Volunteej' Ul ve. 
ment. Aooeptlllg the logio of facts, it virtuuJly says: "We Ul'e 
but a handful of foreigners h Idiog I .. dia. by fOI'c~ of ol'ms; oome, 
help us in 001' to.sk !" And while with one hand it holds out the 
rifill 'to the European and EllrasiClll, with the other it slaps them in 
the face with the remark, .. Europeans 01' Eurasians necd not apply 
here for employment or enooul'agempnt, Go; beg, stal've, or steal, 
you are not pure A8iatics!" And that i8 the la.test ntreranoe ot the 
Government on the evergrowing EUl'asian qu('stion, Our rulera will 
hardly, on furthel' consideration, find anythmg to congratulate them. 
selves upon in that wonderful" Resolution," As Christians, they 
treat others I\S they would not likll be tr ated themselves, Aa 
gentlemen, they virtually sueer at a wh le ola 9, on aocount of their 
Anglo.lndian birth, As legislators, they bave insulwd and pros. 
cribed a. most important ciaas of the oommunity,-a. oourse admit·. 
ably caloulated to pI'od\lce aisgusi, disturbance, and disloya.ltr. 

Mr, Ilbert's Bill prop0ges to place Etft-opeanll and natIVes on 
the aame level, politically and judicially, Pw-ely dootli.na.ire in ita 
inoeption, it ignores at onoe the feelings of the Europeans and the 
deml1Ild8 of the natives, It seemingly aims to oonoiliate natives 
at the expense of European feeling; hut, in the DAture of thing., 
it can only becom a Fra.nkenstcin, dangel'ou8 alike to the Govern. 
meJlt, the Ew'Opea.u. IUld the native community. That the Eur(l 
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peaJlI everywhere strongly object to it, iB univeraally admitted; 
that the na.tives generally b-.ve demanded it, IB nQt asllerted 
by even itB warmest advocates. Ask tbe lI~rjc111tUl'al population, 
tbe .,..t, unrepresented majority of the Indian people, tbuil' o!,inion 
of tile measure, ttud you would h., vo to xplo.in at leug b, 
to pt any opinion at all, 80 little is it known or regarded 
.. a grievan\.~ to be remedied, .. We are born to be ruled," 8ay they, 
.. and of the two, we prefer the EUI'opcan to the native l'uler: the 
olle U generally impartilll, fOI' be bas no l·ela.tion8 with either the 
laad or na.tive 80clety; tile other cannot be imrrtial. for, if a 
I'elpectable man, be is connected with both. An OUl' biatory and 
OQltomB, from time. immemorial, lead UI to expect that the ruling 
.... will be a privilleged ews." 

February 27. 
The Eurasian and Anglo-Indian Allsociation have published 

the memorial th'3y a.ddressed to the Viceroy on the exclusion 
of E\ll'II.llians a.nd Europeans from Roorkee. We publish the 
memorial in another part of this morning's paper. It ia 
thoughtful, and it ought to be unanswemble. Every. man who 
baa an interest-and who has not - in this question, ought to 
lupport the action of the A6soc~tion . What the natives think 
of the matter may be found in the following" passa.ge from OUl' 

contemporary the Hindoo Patriot:-

In anticipation f these l'ules we bear that nativ s are now 
practieally excluded from the higher a.ppointments of the Engineer 
establishment. Natives arc not ];lOW appointed permanently aa 
Assistant Engineers. ThosQ, that have been temporarily posted 
have not been made pucko.. By way of some oompensation we 
believe it is now declal'ed that appointments made to tbe Engi. 
neer establisnment from tile Indian Engineering Colleges sh0.11 
be reaerTed .. for persons of Asiatic origin," This rule has nec(.'fI. 
larlly given rise to a race question, while its practicuJ tendency i8 
to exclude natives. We need ' hardly say that we ask for our 
countrymen a fair field and no fa.vour. We do not wish to exclude 
Europeans 01' Eurasians tl'ained in Indian Engineering Colleges, 
but we do object that tbe higher appointments in the Public 
Workl DE'pal'tment should be the monopoly of Coopers' Rill 
atudenta. 

We are glad at tllis juncture to find the lea.ding, and 
the deaervedly leading organ of native public opinion, wisely 
acll'iaing the native community. Our contemporary S8oyl: 

"We would oounael our oountrymen not to do anything which 
~ teD4 to • widen the sulf between the Euro}M!loD ..a tlat. 
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Indian, or to carry the race-atrife to tho bitter end_" But while 
we fra.nkly admit the wisdom and even tbe dignity of 8uch 
oounael, we als9 are quick to recognize the oondemnatlon of 
the course adopted by Lord Ripon which is involved in the fa.ct 
tha.t sucb advice is u cassa.ry, Lord Ripon lIas surldenly di­
vided the Europoan fr.>m tbe native, and ma.de each occupy a. 
hostile camp, 01' there would be no room for auy suoh preaohinjr 
up o[ self.reetrll.iut on the pa.rt of tbe natives_ The fa.ct that 
the Hindoo Patriot feels i~8elf compelled to aot as a drag upon 
native publio opinion is a. proof of the wide-spread mischief 
which Lord Ripon somewl¥Lt recklessly caused, 

TO THE EDITOR OF THEI INDIAN DAILY NEWS, 

BIR,-It behoves every Englishman and well-wisher of Eng· 
land to stand forwllrd in support of the Pl'esB, in the attempt bciJiIr 
now 8et on foot fOl' the defence of their ' lights, privilcges !lna 
liOO1'ty in this countl,)" Defenoe-against whom and whitt P In 
the answer to that lies the bittel'nesa to Englishmen of thc whole 
present question, It is to defend themselves ag!linst the aotion of 
thoir own a.clministratQJ'8, that they are now oompelled to unite, to 
resist oODstitution!lUy and loyally, the Pl'OPOSalS n.nd rcsolutiona 
.of tbe Government, whinh are 80 hostilo to their political status In 
India, and diBcoul'aging and inimical to theil' etl!JCrprise, and tht! m. 
ployment of their oapitolll in the country, These are no cbimencal 
,deRs, They are the outcome of thc actiun of the Goverum n~ 
itself, whioh has al'l'Ryed the public opinion of Eurupeans and Eu. 
raaians throughout Iu<lio., against a spirit of legislation whioh aU 
loy0.1 and fair-winded Englishmen must dep,'ccate, as tending in the 
direction of a. gl'll>VC political orisis, The slumbering, if not extinot, 
sphit of l'aoe antagonism hllB bee:t Bet in a blaze II.gain over the 
length and brea.dth of the la.nd, ;n a stronger and d per form than 
it ever assumed J:,efore, 'I'he nati\'eis now taught that in the abaae­
ment of the dOlninant race, and their final deportation frOJU India, 
lie8 all hia direct gain, What a COl'Olal'Y to Earl Lytton's Verna­
cnlllr Press Act, if the qucstion is discllssed from tha.t point of 
view, It is of a. far mOl'c ~1-iUUB natm'\) politicaUy. and eco. 
nomically also, If the Governme t J,>I'oposed amendment of tbe 
law is calned ia spite of public opimon, and if the exclusion of 
European8 and Ellrasia.ns from employment by the Governmont ia 
continued, I cel,tainly agree witl, yOUt' cO}'t'espondent, .. Let the 
Volullteers througbout India resign to a.man" to mark their con· 
demnation of tbe policy of their ro1el'8, Let evel'y non-official 
European, besidcs, take 8uch mellBures, witbin the boundary lines of 
the law at all times, 88 will ensul'C a8 many advantages IlB poBIIible 
on the ba.ttle.field of race, which the Government bas in8tigated. 
Let all plivate tra.din~ jU'ms of e\-ory discription employ native 
..,1 ODll to ~e ~t of ac~ual D~ty, TbM would bet 
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reprilals in a fair fiold, But that grave cause should exiat. for lIu<.'h 
reftectiona is th sourco of deepest l'egret-lInd that they aro Gri~i­
nated by the Governmont, FOI' wbat, mlly well be naked? 'l'o 
propose to reduce Enghshmen to the lov 1 of the natives-mel'~ly 
fl'om a. spurious a 'ntimentality, as to the look in Englund 
of equality befora the Iljow, fOl' all subjects of Her M~jc8Ly'a 
Indian Ewpire, when no such IDt!aS1:1rO was called for 01' W!l.S needed 
on any tenublo pl 11, IInu, mol' over, wben suoh a step would placo 
Engliahm n under tile gmvcst disabilities, could sOIlJ'cely fail to 
call forth ullivtJl'sal discI'cdit, C()upl the fll.ct with the announced 
resolve of tbe GoveJ'nment ]'e~uJ'Jing the employment of any b'lt 
nativell in its 8 rvi(!e, and tho l'cOection must arIse that n. blow is 
being levelled at the existence of tho EUI opeml and Eurnsian popu­
lation in India, where, on the other hand, b;r It remarkable lucon­
sistency, they nre iuvited to employ theil' cnpltul, Public meetings 
all over India are clIllei for in such a~tnte vi fi'air!l, lind protests 
to the Parliament 0 Englalld.-Yow's, &c., 

.. 'ENGLISHMAN," 

Februa,'y 
This aft.ernoon, at 4 o'clock, the European community will 

bRve Itn opporLuity of expr SSlDl{ tbei! opinion 011 the proposed 
amendment of the Oode of Orimiual Pl·oceduro. ConSidering 
thai tho GoverDlIl nt itself bas invited lin expression of opinion 
we think tht: hen.d of pu Llic offices would do well to give the-ir 
assistants leave, The Tmues' Associ!'l.tioD and tIl Chamber of 
Oommerce have both circulttied notices recommending that all 
offices and places of lJUsiness shall be closed at 3-30 p. M., to 
aHow the principlt}s and assistant!! to a.ttend the meet.ing. The 
Eurasian and Anglo-Indian Association luwe vcry properly 
spoken out by melU18 of the Itdvel'tisement whieh appears in 
another column j and the representative bodies of the Allglo­
Iudian oommunity a.re therofore unanimous in t.he course they 
have adopted as l'eg,trds the meetinr;. 

We need not urg upon ev ry European and Eurasian who 
may lIe able to attend the meeting to make it n point of doing 
so, for there seems abun~ant proof on all sides that it will be the 
largest meeting which has b en held in Calcutta for very wauy 
years, We trust that whilst enforoing their views, the speakers 
will recognise the fact that the proposed altera.t.ion in the law 
is not in any wa.y the result of a popllh~r demand on the pa.rt 
of the nu.tives ; and that aJthough too q~e8tion WIIo8 mooted in 
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the first place by a nativ official, there i every' reason, whilst 
defending their own privilegeE', for Euglisl1men to avoid aa fa.r 
as possible II> conflict of races. The Govermnent, it must be borne 
in mind, bas, on more than one occasion, declared that it sought 
the opinion of the pulllic on this measure; and the meeting, 
therefore, must be rega.rded, not so much as a meeting held in 
an antagonistic spirit to the Government, or held in a spirit of 
unreasoning opposition, lut as supplying that opinion which 
the Gov rnlllent itself asked for, and by which it hinted that 
its COUl'8e would v ry po sibly be guWed. Tbe meeting, there. 
'fore, should be resolute and calm, and its expression of 
oplDlon distinct and unmistakeable, The Government then 
will not be a1)le to turn round and say it is uEialing 
with a divided opinion, nor that it bas appealed to 
an apathetic publi , The meeting mans a gr at deal to 
every Englisbman in India, and a great deal to Lord Ripon 
as VicerQY. What it means to an Englishman ma.y be very 
briefly ex pres ed. In the Mofnssil Englishmen are oitl)er direct 
employers of labour, 01' rivals of native landlords and sub. 
landlords. As employers of labour they have na.y after day to 
contend with. all mannel' of attempts to break contracts, II.nd arc 
made to f' 1 that at any moment fals clJarges of coercio11 may 
be brought against tbem. As landlords and sub.landlords, they 
are made to feel that they are in tbe presence of rivals who are 
not over· Cl'u[!ulou in beir rivalry, and are made to feel 
th:J.t they can only maintain their rigbts by tll ir traditional 
obstinacy and determinatlOn. To both classes the amendment 
proposed by Mr. llbel't al'pears to be tbe removal of ulmost 
the only legal safegual'd I,hey ' possess j and they, there. 
fore; very na.turally refu e to put that faith in its indifferent 
cha.ra.cter which L·ord Ripon would invite tbem to do. 
To the Viceroy this Bill lllean~ ~ery ~:obably the spoil. 
ing of a. fair career, nd tbe withering up of It popularity in 
the main up t<> the present, not undeserved. If the Govern. 
ment, ha.ving inviwd an expression of pubJio opinion, 
howel dierega.rd that opinioD, and coerce the Europea~ 
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community • to su!ering the s.lteration of the 1&". then 
an 8.8socia.tion must be formed, a.nd money must be forth. 
coming, Ilnd the great pubic in England must be stirred 
up to deal with what will a.mount to the greatest and most in. 
exclusa.ble mistake ever committed by a. Governor.General of 
India. 

TO TO EDITOB OJ' THE INDIAN DAILY OW8. 

SIR,-AI the Government appear anxioul to place our fortune. 
liberty, and lives in the bands ef the natives of thil country­
where may I ask il tbe further necessity for Volunteera P Let 
our soldier·citizens mark their deep sense of disapproval of thele 
high. handed proceedings of Gov<k'Dment .. «t 0'IlC6 resigning '"' 
'114"6; and when H. E. the Viceroy is informed that the meeting 
for the distribution of prizes cannot be held, be mal be mad aware 
(if Dot '0 already) of the strong feeling existing in Oalcntta 
Bgainst a measure likely to excite the animosity of party feeling 
existin~ in Oalcutta against a measUl'e likely to excite the 
animos1ty of l'al·ty feeling which may lca.·l to grav.· consequence8, 
and again l'B.lse the bitter race question which happily uutil now 
was being allowed to remain quiescent.-YOUl'S, &c. 

Ex-VOLUNTEBa. --
To THE EDITOR OF THE lNDIJ.N DAILY OW8. 

SIs,-Allow au old EU1'opean l' 8ident of UP~ Indill., a sin. 
I)ere friend of the natives possessing the confidence of man1 
thoulandl of them, and thoroughly acquainted with tbei1'1Illll{Ullgea, 
religionl, customs, and opinions, to state briefly his ObjectlOl1s to 
Mr. llbert's Bill. 

1. Because such a measure would do more to injdre the 
interelta of native officials and of thll educa.ted natives generally, by 
the reaction and revulsion which it would callse than any oth l' 
meaaure which could at present be adopted. 

2. Because it is caJeulll.ted to produoe race anim08itiee, stir u;p 
religious feuds, a.nd engendflr bittel' feelings at a time when it 18 
eI~ially desirable that all sucb. e1llluid be alhty d as much .. 
p08aible. 

3. Beoause its direot tend ney is to grieve, wound, and inlul& 
t1.., feelings of the most loyal and t"1\stwl)I,thy nlln·official cllUllIC' 
in India; to alienate th 11' sympllthies f"on, their IndilW fellow 
SUbjects. and to tempt them to withd"aw their 6Upp01-t, as Volun. 
t~I", &C. from q-ov.ernm at, at acritical jIlDctl'I·C. 

4. ~ OI1.use It IS an Ilnomalolls, unconstitutional. and illegal 
confiscation of the clll~rtered rights and privileges of Englishmen. 
An ap~al to the highest tl'ibunal at H OlUe would at once decid., 
this to bQ the case. 
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5. Becanle it is, of COllree 11ndesignedly, a weak and dellpi. 
oable pandering to the r8.0 prejudlc s, p tty jealousi(· , carping 
envi 8, sinister designs, and seditions plo~tin of certnin native 
factions, bent on nothing short of ~radu,tlly OICarll'lg th country 
of all EUI'OPO nil. Henol' all p aceable law-u.biUing native ought 
to oppuse the measure vigoorously. 

6. B caulle it is the second step tow:l.1·ds depri vin Indin. of 
the benefits of Englisn capital, nterprise, skill, n 'rgy, and 
sterling honesty, by ultimately driving all non-officia.l Em'opeans 
out of India; the first step having been tllk n flh' ady, by placing 
EUropeans and Eurasians born or domicil d in India under 
special disa.bilities for eruployruent in eVel'y branoh of th Un coven· . 
a.nted Sel'nce which any young g ntlemltn would ca.re to en tel', 
See for example t.he last ruling regarding admi sions to tho Public 
Works Depal'tml'nt. 

7. Because I do n believe hat any pCl'son-whatever hill 
m'!ntal qualifications an ducational aavanta~ a-born brought 
up, an 'ducated among Heatl~na and MabolUtldans and himself 
an a1het'ent of eitherfnitb, possesses, or can possibly po s 8S, tbat 
dettree of l1~oral fitIjess for the exercise of h'gh judicial function. 
which a person may I'e; onably be expected to p sr.css, and who 
has been bom and educlLtod amidst tb'e highest type of Obl'is. 
tianity which the world has ever scen, For instance, I a.m 
cODvinced that the former clLn never compare with the latter, except 
at l~ disadv:\ntolge to himsclf in that high sense ' of justioe, judiClal 
fa.il'H 88, Units nilable honesty, innate love of truth, unaw rving 
fi<1"lity, unflincbin~ courage, and universal sympatby with hia 
fellowml'u, which IS generally charactcl'ifltio of the latter, The 
lame objection holds good, only in a less degre , against the 
appnintmellt of Native Ohristillns, however sinceI' , to hi~h 
juuicill.l positiolls, since their mOl'allty is con! 8 dly ot a. Jow type, 
theil' bome training very qefcctive, th it' pl'inciples som wbat pllant, 
alld their rcli~ion a. weakly exotic, I readily ndmit that this moral 
kit is not applied to the extent wbioh it ought to be even in the 
case of European candidates., and that thel'c ' al'~ now in India some 
high European offi io.1s utterly disqualified for holding office in a 
moral point of view; but n ither the neglect of Government in 
applying the test, nor the very e .... ceptional ca.sell whicn do not 
Clome up to the proper standard, forms an¥ realon wby I .bould 
sti.6e my convictions or sw'render my rigbts. 

8, Because natives generally distrust, and have no real confi· 
dence in, native officia.l.s, whilst at tb eame time they admit the 
moral 8uperiority of European offici la. Thia strong fec1i.ll~, a.nd 
even preJudice, against their fellow 0 untrymen in office 18 uni­
versal, proverbial, and, undeniabl~. Native officials may deny tbia, 
and by an under.!ta.n~ed terrorism prevent teatimony being given 
to European offi. lUis ill supp.,rt of the fact; but eTery non-official 
of auy experience know. well that it is ~fn.ct notwithstanding. 
Whetbet' this na.tive opinion is just or not is qu stionable, Doubt. 
les8 it is not in many inatance8; but Europeans ma.y be pardoned 
in being slightly influenced hy it when called upon to surrender 
heir liberties and lives mto the blUlds of suspected parti •. 

The time w~ll come wben native officiala will be fully and in 
."eJ"Y re6JI6ct qualified for any office whatever; but it haa not colJle 
yet by a long 1'1'0.1; Otb4:rwiH tiler would. h&YII1Jl7 hearty &.Dd 1I1l-
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~rejudiced YOU for it, from the office of Viceroy do1l'Dwarda,-
Yonn, &c. --- .FU'!' JUSTITIA. 

HOUSE OF OOMMONS. 
February 19. 

TRIAL OF EUROPEANS IN INDIA. 
lb. ON8LOW a.8ked tue Under.Secretary of te for 

India, whether it Wfl.S in comtemplatioD by the GoveTDment of 
India to chnnge th existing law relating to the tria.l of Euro­
peans in India j and~ if 80, whe~her he would gua.rant.ee ~a.t n,o 
unction would be gIven to eucn a proposal by Her Malest.,. 
Government until that Houae ha.a had an opportunity of dil­
cussing the propriety of such a measure. 

MR. 01tOss.-'i'he Government of India has now in con­
templatlon a cha.nge in tM law rela.ting to the trial of Euro­
peans in 0 rtain ClLses j and t~ late Se tary of State, at the 
request of tha.t Government, sanctioned the .introduction into 
the Indian Legislative Oouncdl ot a Bill to carry out this change. 
Under the existing crimiDll.I code, outside the Presidency town. 
DO European cu.u be sentenced by Sessions Judge to more than 
12 monthll' imprisonment, nor by a first-class magistrate to 
more than three months' iml'lisonment; the Sessions Judge and 
the first· class magistra.te bemg European British subjects. The 
Goverument of India has reoommended that these 'limited pow­
ers of jurisdiotion should be extended to certain selected 
nlttives in the Government servioe. The actual proposal 
is that, if the Government appc:'nts a native • to be a. 
Judge of a /::les8ions Court or '80 district \llagistrate, he 
Ihall , e:fl.offioio, have the same jurisdiction over Europeans, 
as if he w re himself an European; anel that the local Govern­
ments shall be authorised to confer simila.r magisterial powers 
upon seleoted members of th Covenanted Civil Service (cons­
tituted under the sia.tutory rules made under as Vic., cap. S) and 
of the non regulation commissions, and upop ca.ntonment 
nlagistrates who a.re already exercising first·class ma~isteri&l 
powers, a.nd who a.re in the opinion of Government tIt to be 
intrusted with these further po ers. It may be &8 well to state 
that for the last 20 yea.rs there have been native Judges of the 
High Co\\rt with jurisdiction and powers precisely the lame 
~ those of Europeans j and that for SO years there have been 
in the Presidency towns native magistrates who have conltaotly 
aDll satisfa.ctorily x roised criminal jurisdiction over Eur(\peaol 
in those towns. The prooedure code gives to every Europe&D 
British subj ct, who onsiders himself unlawfully detained in 
ou wdy, the right to apply to the High Court for an order to 
bring him up beforc that Court. In reply to the concluding 
~n!-t,\l\ce, of the hon. member's qu~stion, I may say tl?At, WI Her 
M.aJesty s Govenlm811t doos not Wllth unnecessarily to delay the 
II.Ccoml,)lishmout. or these reforma, it is not intended to submit. the 
quelltion to the HOUle of (;ommoDi. 
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PART n . 

T H E PUBLIC MEETING IN TH E TO WN HAL L . 
CALCUTTA. 

THE "TIMES." 
M(lTCh. 1. 

(By lNDo·EuBOPEAN TB.LBGJU.l>H.) 
O(lZcutta, Feb. 28 

An imlignation meeting ~o protest against the Criminal 
Procedure Bill was held h re this afternoon. 

Almost ever, non.official Anglo·Indian in Oalcutta was 
present, and buslUe was ent' ely suspended in the European 
quart fa of the town solutions condemning the Bill, and for 
the presentation of memorials to the Viceroy a.nd the cret.arr 
of State, a.nd of petitions to Parlia.ment, were caniell enthuRl. 
asticalJy. Speecbes expressive-of profound and passionate in­
dignation ere delivered. by various influential a.ud l·epresenta.­
tive members of the community. The meetiug 010 ed with 
cheers for the Qlleen, and with the singing of the National 
A them e1~ masae. No suoh excitement has been witnes.ei 
among the Europeans since the time of the Mutiny. 

"INDIAN DAILY NEWS!' 
Marck I. 

We have known Oalcutta )lince 1857, but we never before 
law such a gathering as that at the Town Hall y sterday even· 
ing, to prot.est against the proposed admendment of the 
Orimina.! Procedure Code, which came into operation on Jannary 
1st la.llt. The great ha.ll, the a.ides, the a.nte.room, and even 
the gallery and platform were densely crowded. On the plat. 
form and in the ga.llery were a. few hi.dies, whose presence point. 
ed the reasoning o( the speakers, and afforded them a Iil-iog 
argument for a passionate protest against a. law which would 
8ubject a.n European, 01' tho e belonging to him, to the 
wa.china.tions of a corrupt, an unscl 'lpulous, and a venal police. 
The numbers pre!l6nt could not a.t the most moderate computa­
tion ba.ve amoun&ed to less than 2,5\iO men. Among them we 
were pleased to aee a .mall contingent of natives who, by their 
presence, protested against the race questiens raised by the 
Viceroy, and testified to tha fact that no section of the native 
community ha.lh&llked for this proposed alteration of the law. 

The meeting was opelled in a lIympathetio speech by Air. 
Miller, the Sheriff, a.nd the real busineas began by an a.ble a.nd 
et&tellma.nlike .peach by Mr. J . J . J . Keswick. With curious 
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kill he ra~ over the points against the amending Bill, and pre­
pared the way for the powerful oration of Mr. Bl·anson,-a. 
.peech which provoked 8uch enthusia m as we have Dever l;>cf~re 
witnessed in Calcutta j and in its reception, . as much .as 1Il .It. 
delv rl' ga.ve proof of the deep and pa.sslOnate ng 'WhICh 
the VIceroy 11as 110 thoughtl ssly stirred up. His J!., cellency 
ask d for public opinion. The way Mr. Branllo~ was cheered 
and re-ch r d, !l.nd, aga.in cheered, and still che r d, is such a. 
r ply a no overuor-G ueral ha yet received . e have aeen 
every gr at me ting of Europeal1 since the mutinies, and we 
nover saw such a meeting, r a meeting so stirred,or 80 pas~ion. 
ate, and so Imxious to make its voice heard, and its view alid 
f' lings und rsto d. As we listened, w could Dot but tbink of 
what a burdon of respon iLility JIlust res pon him who had 
thus provoked his countrymen in that str,a goe land, for whose 
p-ood they have come to be proud to labt,ul" The foct tha.t 
the Gurman Consul-general and M.r. J. G. Apeal' supported 
th resolution, is a proof that in this matter English­
Dlen do not think, or feel, or stal\d alone. Tli whole 
Ghri tian community is united in an ea.ger and determined 
opposition. The meeting WitS like the great opening of a. 
revolution.-like the commencement of a time when \pen ~ould 
go any length for tlloir rights, and d!tl'e and do allyUling for 
principle. It is not Englishmen onl.V who protests; for looking 
out on the sea. of faces in the hall, we saw J ews and Parsees, 
Greok and Armenians, American , and Germans, Frenchmen 
and Engli hmen-the 1l'1orcha'llt, the trader, t1Je soldier, the 
volunteer, the civilian, the uncovenanted selvant of Govern­
ment, the planter,- in faot, re]Jres ntatives of all Europeans 
nationalities, and of 11 w~lk8 and conditions of life,-n. mee~ing 
representative all through and filled with as much astonished 
regret as with passionate indignation. There was someting 
pathetic, something of pride, and a declaration of Englishman: 
hood, at the end, when after enthusiastic cheers for the. Queen, 
the great heaTt of the meeting found relief and vent in singing 

',. God sa-ve the Queen." It was a protest wrung from the heart 
against a wrong on the loyalty of Anglo-Indians, and an 
appeal for proteotion to the mother land and the mother 
~~ueen. 
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THE "ENGLISHMAN," 

Marck 1. 

To sa.y that the public meeting held on Wednesdayafter­
noon in the Town Hall to protest against Mr, Ilbert's SC1111U1I.1. 

ous Bill for the amend:l1ent of the Criminal Pl'oct>dul'e Oode 
WILS uoprecedented as regards both numbers and excitement, 
would be to gi've uut an inadequate idea of a demou<ltration of 
popular fileliug which mu~t h!we urprised even those wilo were 
most fully impressed with the deep £Lnd widespread indignation 
created by the proposed measure. ' 

Business io t~uropea. portion of the city W3iS stlspend. 
ed from an early ]1001' in the afternoon, .~nd, long before the 

,time afPoint-ed for the meeting, the approaches to the Town 
HaJJ were thronged with carriages and foot passengers. :By a. 
quarter to foul' o'clock the whole of the centre of tho Ball wa.s 
filled, and ten minutes later the entire room was simply one 
mass of human beings from wILll to wall. By this time upwards 
of eighteen hundred cards had been delivered at the dool's, and 
probably 'not less than three tllousand persons were actually 
)Jresent. )n tbis V8.!.t crowd the domiciled Anglo.Indian and 
Eumsian were no less strongly reIJresented than the British 
community while foreign Eu'ropeans, rlllelliaus and Jows also 
mustered in force. Nor was the demonstration 'nonfinE'd, as has 
hitherto been the case with political meetings, here to the non­
official community. A large numbel' of the Oovenanted Ci~.a 
Servants of the Government and Officers of Her Majesty's 
Army, besides Uncovenanted Government serVat1ts of all ranks, 
'Were also present to testJiy their condemnatioD O! the Govern­
ment policy. 

And never was policy condemned in a more elnpllatic 
manner. Sentellce after sentence of the indignant and spirited 
speeches delivered wILa greeted with a perfect .furore of ap­
plaose; while the mention or certain unpopula.r persons and 
opinions was followed from time to time by storms of groan!'! 
and hisses indicative of a state f popular feeling which bas not 
existed in Oalcutta within the memory of the present genera.­
tion. 

The proceedingS' terminated with three cheers for the 
Queen, followed by the National Antaem. 

W e u~derl!tand that aU the hotels were filled during the 
day with residents from the neighbouring districts who had. 
come into town to take part in the demolUltration. 



802 'l'1u Oalcutta, Ptthlic M uti1Ul. [Feb, !S. 

The Sherif!, Y:r. RoURT MILL£B, in opening the proceed­
ings, id :-Gentlemen -In obedience to Ilo requisition signed 
by .. very large Du~ber of the European residents of 
thill city, I have, Il.8 the Sheriff of Calcutta, convened the 
meeting which has here a sembled to-da.y. Wha. ever lIUg'ht 
hav been my own opinion aM to the ouject or purport of this 
public demonstra.tion, the number and the reputation nd the 
weight of the names a.t the foot of the requi ition which was 
• rvad upon me would have left no alLeraative but to conVttne 
this Dl ting of the European citi7ens of Calcutta.; and if there 
had been anr doubt in my mind, which there was not, as to 
the unanilOlty of the demand for a public meeting, it would 
now hn. e been dissipted completJlly. 

The object of this meetin!! is to de onstra.te to the Go­
vernmpnt of this country, and to the Secre ary of State, who 
is a. ra ponsible to Parliament, and, if net'd be, to Parlia.m nt 
itself, the opinions a.nd feelings of those who ould be affected 
by tile alteration of . the law which ha been proposed. (Ap­
plause.) 

The necessity for this form of argument is grea.tly to be 
regretted, fo one result of it is to stimulate and inflame those 
eame l~te feelings and a.nta.~onism hieh are 80 mtich to be 
deprecated.. (Hea.r, hear.) It is the more to be regretted 
beclfuse, una.voidltble now, it might have been escap d if tho e 
who are r sponslble for haviug sug 'Gsted the matter to the 
present Government had for warn d them at the ame time of 
the strenuous and determinecl opposition the measure was 
$lertain to evoke on the pltrt of that section of the inhabitants 
of India who are a.ff eted by it. (Hear, h ar.) 

Gentlemen, I take the chl~ir to-day simply Il.8 the Sheriff, 
I do not propose to a.ddress you nr to discuss the suLject 
concerning which. you hav assembled, because it may fall tb me 
to speak upon it if it comes up fOl the considera.tion of the 
Legislative Council. While the expre sion of y<fur feelings and 
opinions now will inform the Government fully on a subject on 
whioh they seem to have been misinformed, they will also 
give weight and authority to me if i.t should be necessa.ry 
t<. o'{Jpose the Bill in Oouncil. 

In lea.ving, as I now do, other speakers to rome forwa.rd 
to r pr sent the views of the European residents of Calcutta., 
'1 would only remind you, though it se IDS hardly necessary 
of the chief objeot of oPFPsing this la.w. It i to prevent the 
growth of that fe ling of race antagonism which you believe 
will be aggrava.ted if the measure is forced through in spite of 
the unanimous opposition it meets with from Europeans. 
( Cheers. ) This obJeot oan best be secured by .. temperate 

MR. R. MILLER. 
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It.l.tement of argument, by setting fo~h the reasons whioh 
stand a.gainst the Bill, and the fa~t of your own strenuoUI 
opposition to it, cabnly and in a. manner which will not perpe­
tuate that ill.feeling which it is our una.nimous and sinoere 

. desire to etlflee. ( Applause. ) 
I hav~ before me a pile, and it migbt be a larger one, if I 

bad brought 1.1011 that I have received of letters and tele­
grams from all parts of India: from the Punja.b, from the 
North·West Provinces, from Assam, Ca.char, Central fndia., 
a.nd if I were to read them all, it would take more than an hour 
of your time. 

r no IV call upon Mr. Keswick to move the first Resolution. 
MI,l. KESWICK, rising amid loud Ilheers, said; Mr. Chair­

mll.C, Ladies and Gentt men,-In l)roposing tho .first Resolution I 
would sa,Y that t~ill to aJlJ8nd the CI'iwina! Procodure Code, 
which we are met bere to consider, will, if passed, he a. moat 
serious thing for European British subjects in this cl/untry. 
In the M.ofussil Europeans will be at the mercy of false chargel, 
supported by bribery and corruption. In the time here of mOlt 
of U8 we have seen clo.ses against European brought down from 
the Mofussilin which the Native police, with the assista.nce of 
fales witnesses, have work d up the most danlllil1g evidence, the 
fa.laeBelftl of which only the ability of oounsel procurable in' the 
capital hlu been able to lay bare! (Cheers,) Do you think 
tha.t Native judges win by three or four year's residence ill 
England become so Europeanised in nature and in character, 
that they will be able to iudge as well in, false ohll.rgel againNt 
Europeans as . if they themselves were Europell.nR brlld and 
born? Can the Ethiopian chll.nge hi~ skin or the leopard his 
spots? We have not forgotten wha.t occurred in a certain 
police case arising out of tb late Municipal elections, nor yet 
what ball befallen a certain percentage of the covenanted native 
civilians, Shall it be said that the Government hath no~ known 
that the Government does uot consider P Once do awaJ with, 
the distinction which prevents European Britiflh subJects in 
the Motussil bei.'lg subjected to Natives. and you know not 
wbere the subjection will stop. ('Loud cheers.) The Native 
PreiS, which is now ola.mouring for Na.tives to have the 
power of punishing Enrope os, does not wi8h this power, 
for which,Mr. Gupta bas be"n the prillle mover, to he 
confined to him and .t few otbers. At present the exercise of 
jurisdiction onr Europoan British subjects in the Mofussil 
is conficed t.) • thote who are Jj:uropea.n British subjects 
themselvel'; but if this new Bill be passed Natives who are 
members of the CO'fena.oted Civil Service, who are memher. of 
the na.tive Civil Service, constituted under the statutory rulee, 
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or who are Assistant Commissioners in non-regulation provincds 
willllllVe tbe power of tryiu.g and imprisoning Euro'pealls. 
(G.rOIlUS.) 'fbere is to be no distinction in the law botween 
1lJuropeaD and Native officers. The Nu.tive Pl'ess boldly say • 
• r Weare not content with this j it is a ha.ltin~ meaSlU'e wJlioh • 
does not pI ase us. Why should not It Deputy Magl tratfl have 
the llowcr of trying an EU1:opell.n British subject? If Deputy 
Mu.giAtrat 8 Me fit to try N,ttive <,ffendors they are equally 
fit to try European offenders, and it is intolera.ble that suuh a. 
distinction shoult! be allowed to exist. L t a,Ll our juc1ges, 
whuther of the Oovena.nted or Uncovenanted Service, try all 
classes or offend.ers, Europeans or Natives alike j if they are 
good to be judges of 011 olu. a of offenders tIiey ar4'l good for 
the other ClltS!:!, let there be no race distinction whatever. Let 
ua not rest unW the last rCDlI1ining trace oi'l<toreign subjection 
be done away with." (Gro(ms.) . 

It is quite clear then that the measures of the Bill will not 
pleltse the Natives at large, a.nd it is unbecoming of Bengalis 
who have done so Utt.le for themselves t.o clamour in tbis way. 
(Oheers.) What would they have been to-day had the BrItish 
not taken the country? (Oheers.) What would they be to­
morrow were the Brititlh to clear out of Us bag and b,;l.ggage? 
(Oheera.) The educatiot;l whioh Government has given them, 
and wiJich they use c111e11,9' to taunt it in a. discontent d spirit, 
would 110t put cOlll'l),ge enough into their hearts to defend their 
own hcarths [Lnd homes and t.hese men, for a description of 
whose l1l1tUl'e, und for the chara.cleristics of whtlse (lrill'!es, I 
would refer you to Dr. Chevers' book of Medical Judsprudllllce, 
now cry out for power to sit in judgm~nt on and condemn the 
lion-hearted race whose bravery and whose blood have made 
their coun,tl'y what it is, and ra.ised them to what they are. 
(Loud cheers) 

Take heed that it is not those who will come under the 
law, but those wilD wish to administer it, who desire the chanHe. 
(Htlar,11 ar.) Europeane and Natives who will be affected by 
th e change do not want it. (<fries of "no," and cheerll.) In 
faot it has been asked of the Governmeut by a represent.ative 
Native that Habeas Cor pm be extended to the Natives, that 
th y tob may have the right to be brought to C'o&lcutta and 
tried by the High Court. 

About, the invidiousness of the Act 8,S it at present IItands, 
of which we hear so muclt, I must confes& I do not see the 
invidiousness. Had we a clamour on the part of Natjvel to be 
tried by Natives only and not by Europeans, as 'Europeans are 
at present tried by Europeans only and not by nativel thell 
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there would be IOmething of re&lon in it, though much of .u .... 
prile, Imowin~ as we do that Natives in the Mofussil prefer &IJ 
European Judge to one of their own rACe beca.uee of hit beiDg 
beyond briber, anj the pa.rtia.lity bom of TiJJ.a.ge inftuenee. too 
numerous to Cleectibe. (Applause.) 

What golod is it going to do Natives to be a.bleto try 
Englishmen in the MoCussil P Do they think tha.t once thil 
privilege is gained a change in the political re!a.tions between 
the two races will follow, a.nd. tha.t they will occupy all the 
high offices of State, be Oommissioners of Divisions, 
Members of the Board of Revenue, and Chief Commlaaionera 
of Province!', a.nd that they will sce filled from their ranb 
the posts of Lieutenant-Governors, Governors of Presidencies, 
Ministers of Fina.nce, Commanders-inOhief, and tha.t of the 
Viceroy himself? WI these __ be obtained the la.st remaining 
raees of foreign suhJection, for the erasure of which a. few 
Bengali Civilians sigh and long, will not ha.ve been done a~&y 
witb. Should the policy of the Gov rnment b to make un. 
limited concessions, it will no doubt secure the approval of 
the Native press so long a it can continue to make them, that 
prell which had 80 lately to be restrained to prevent it sow· 
lDg the seeds of disloyalty and sedition broa.dcast over the 
land, and. which so vilely shl.ndered the best Queen the 
world haa yet seen. By such pa.ndel·ing to its wishes, it. 
tones :>f abuse can no dou bt be chang d to prea.ns of praisp, but 
bas the Government £onfidence enough to ahow its trust all 
through and sink the distinction betwe n Natives and EuroPean • 
• , much in a military a.s in a civil scnse? (Applll.tllo.) 
Has it such confidednce in Natives as to do away with the 
Ar'DlI Act and place the weapons in there hands, feeling 
aure that they will use them as loyally as if in the 
bands of Europeans? (Applallse.) 'Let Govermllent an,wer: 
lIr. Iibert (hiases) in introducing the Bill, state that th& 
only object in view was tiO provide for the impartial and· 
eifectua.l administration of justice, but we had thought 
&J:ld hoped that justice was a.lready lmpartial1y and effectually 
adUliniat.,red, and WfOre and are relldi r to trust our cue. to 
European thltn to Native judges. If lIle Dumber of European of. 
fender. in the M OfU88il were legion, and Governmen LIeIt it nec_ 
.ar] to use the material a.t band to Plit. them down, one could 
make allowa.nce for so harsh and inconsiderate a Olea ure, but 
Europeans in this eountry a.re law-abiding, and it is DO burden 
on I:! Urope&D magiatrates to ~ry tbe few cascs that arise. 

An Englishman and a civilian remarked the other diLY that 
he did not think the chang propol;6d in the law could do 
much harm, as there was alwa"s the right of appeal. (Oh I o.f) 
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Do Dot be deceived. Away in the interior of the country, 
where Europeans a.re rew a.nd scattered, where their interest. 
e.nd those of Natives often clash, and where false witnessee 
can be hir d at four annas per head, your brother or hi8 
wife, or his daug~ter or you~ sister .. i.t· lI\ ~'. maf be 
convicted on thO endence of perjured vlllalJ)s a.nd be In pn80D 
for a month before released on appeal to Calcutta (Loud 
applause.) A Native judge by reason of the conditions of his 
early nurture '\l.nd early surroundings, by the fact that he hall 
had DO high principles inculcated during . his infancy by an 
educated mother, a.nd by the fact that, to thorougbly under­
stand European nature, it. is necessary to have that na.ture 
innate, is unfitt,cd when trying a.n Europefl.n to put himself in 
his place, and to judge from an Buropeau sta.ndpoint of the 
likelihood or not of his haviItg commit~d the crime of whicb 
charged. (Oheers.) . 

When Natives have so far advanlled that the wives and 
listers, dau~hters and mothers of those of the ranks from 
which out native civilians are drawn can come openly intQ 
court and give evidence, and can mix with_ us and with 
our wives in society, then there will be so much of each 
other'!! innaj,e nature known, that Government may seriously 
consider about giving Natives the powers they now. ask,' but till 
then let us follow the examples of our predecessors in this coun­
try and maintain the rights of Englishmen. (Loud cheers.) 

We have all seen the opinions of the various local Govern­
ments and Government officers on the proposed bill, and must 
have blushed for our rul rs, who have lately been trying to 
make U8 believe that they highly value the vi ws of the pub­
lic on Governm nt melt8ures. (Groans.) We saw that they 
published opinions of their own serva;nts without first ~etting 

• them to ta~e the slightest trouble to learn the views of the 
·non-officia.l Europeans under them whom the change in tlJe law 
will chiefly affect. (Groans.) If the opinions of the govern­
ing . and not of the governed are to be taken, why go 
through the farce of consulting the latter? (Cht'ors.) But 
we of the latter class must make ourselves heard, and 
oppose in every legal way a. measure which is so widely 
condemned. (Cheers.) God knows we are heavily enough 
taxed j (cheers) that Government never surinks and never 
cea.ses from making demands upon us j that not only are 
we taxed here, but cannot go home for more than 6 months 
without having to pity incometax there; (groans) Bond yet we 
are the people on who'm an unnecessary lltw is tried to be forced 
not by the Government here alone, but with the knowledge of 
the Secretary of State for India.. (Applause.) 
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From every dist.rict in the moftlssil protests are continually 
arriving against the proposed. bill. Are Europeans who hll.ve 
oome to true country, embarked their capital, and, in spite of 
discouraging Government restrictions, opened out new fields of 
profitable employment for millions of Natives and added lo.rge~ 
1, to the revenues of the Empire, to be cared so little for by 
Government that it would rather do them u. grave injury and 
alienate thei .. respect, tha.n disappoint a few Native civilians 
who think it would raise their social position to be ahle to sit 
in judgment on European British subjects in the Mofussil P 

. (Applause.) We have seen telegrlloms about what the 
Secretary of State has said at home, and feel that be 
ca.nnot have been informed of the feelings of Europeans 
and of Don-official Natives in this matter. It is evident 
he does Dot kno that to • please a. handful of N ativo 
civiliaus-I think the number covenanted has reached 
6 our rul~rs here are' risking the confidence of all the non­
official, and nine-tenths of the official Europeans. (Groans.) 
The Government hll,e lately betln showing a desire to attract 
British capital to this country that its resources might be deve­
loped, and it is now taking a step which will make every 
non.official European in the mofussil feel a sense of insecurity, 
and undo ~uch of the great good begun. ( Hear, hear. ) 

I am sure we are glad to see the unanimity of the English 
Presll in this country in condemning this Dew Government 
measure. It is true the Statesman is for it. ( Groans.) He 
who pays the piper has the right to call the iUDe, and it u 
well known who has the right to ca.ll the Statesman's tune at 
present. (Cheers and llioughter. ) 

The attitude which Government here is assuming make. 
it probable tha.t the Bill will havo to be brought before Parlia­
ment, and " all who have friends or acquaintanoos in either 
House should be careful to fully' inform them regarding the 
harm it would be calculated to do if made la.w and of ihe 
public feeling there is aga.inst it. , • 

I am DO hater of Na.tives. (Cheers.) I bave many frlende 
among them, and hIghly value their friendship: (Cheers.) I 
admire their virtues and some of their ambitions. (Cbeers.) I 
know that with Government aid tL y can achieve many things, 
but it will be thE; far future before t ey can achieve a position 
of confidence in th.e hearts of non· official Europeans as judg~. 
of a race who,e nature and whose characteristics they are 
unable !WI yet to und~rsta. d. (Cheers.} 

The speaker then moved the first resolution which was &1 
follows:-

co That in the opinion of this meeting, the Bill for the ame.ndment 
of the Criminal Procedure Code is UlIlleceesary in t.he interests of jUl­
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tloe I ulloalled for b1 D1 admiD~tive dilllculty; baled on •• IIOUllcl 
pr!"o!ple I fouuded DO experi~~ I whUn forfeiting a .~ueb valued IoD4 
lJrlzecl Dd tillJe.bououred pnviJege of European Bnhah lubjeote, it 
Confers no benefit upon nath'ee; whilst imperilling the liberti .. of 
EuropeD Britisb lul-jeots. it iu no way afforde any additional pt'Oteo. 
tioD to natlvee I it will deter the investment of Britisb pita! ill. the 
countl'1 by giviDg ri.e to a feeling of insecudty aa to the libertkl aDd 
wetyof the Europeau Briti8h Subjects employed in the ~ofu .. il and 
alia of their wives and daughter8, and it b*" already attned up OD 
both aldel a feflling of race antagoni8m and jealously luch .. has neYer 
been aronaed 8inee the mutiny of 1867." 

Mr. Keswick sat down amid loud and continued applaule. 
lilt. BRANSON, who was received with prolonged chf>erl, 

laid :-Mr. Ohn.irman and Gent'emen,-I rise to second this 
reBolution with feelings of the greatest anxiety and the deepesi 
responsibility, becs,use I feel 1l1u.t no rom in my position can 
Bpeak upon this subject withQut running the r;sk.of saying thingB 
which must give offence to ma.ny DlLtives wbo do not desire 
and have not asked for this unfortunate disturbance. (Ap­
plause.) This resolution wauts no argument at my handa 
to commend it to you, or in order to receive your most 
hearty acceptance. I do not feel that I can give you 
fresh or further arguments than those which have been 
put before you in the stirriug addre~s which half just been 
.Bounding in your ears. J do not feel that I can suggest 
new argnments beyond those tbat the many.thinking multi. 
tude have already given ex pres ion to in the Press, which 
with s~ch unanimity, and with but one recreant; has lIupported 
U8. (Appla.use.) Bllt, at th same time, I feel that I shall be 
without excuse if, with my experience of thtl country, and with 
the reputation for f. irness which I bope I have gained, not only 
in this metropolis, but in this pre ideoClY (!lPl>lause). and as one 
who is conversant with the working of the courts, and with the 
administration of justice, I did nut put bofore you with such 
force as I can command such arguments as you mn.y have 801. 
ready heal'd, or such others as may commend themselves to Ole. 
(Applause.) But before I proceed I cannot abstain from ex. 
pressing my very deep regret that this apple of . cord 
should have been thus thoughtlessly hurled among ua. 
(Appla.a.se). I think it is the greatest call1.mity that our 
rulers should have thoughtlessly, to say the least of it, disturbed 
th unity of all cwses, and in grim satire, in the DIIome of 
progre 8, hurled the country back a quarter of a centurl to t.he 
~ay8 o~ the mut.iny. (Lou~ applause.) Gentlemen, would, 
if p0881ble, aQstilm .from castmg "?lame on anyone in this matter, 
but I canne, lIobsta.in from castmg bla.me on ~oae who, in .. 
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relponsible positIon, baTe stirred up all this tumult; who h..,.e 
Deedlessly, and altogether without excuse, put cl ... s .inn 
clus. (Applause.) I cannot abstain from casting hea.". 
blame on those who are our rulers; and for this rea on-it. 
an axiom in politics that if there is one thing people watch more 
carefully than another, it is the administration of criminal 
justice. And tbe rea.son for this is not far to see. It lie in this, 
that .. criminal judge has double power. He baa the power, 
first, to rob you of your liberty, and he has the power 
Dest to suin your character. (Applause.) The robbing 
you of your liberty is a matter tha.t can be well understood 
by the commonest person, if not to tl:e same extent, 
at all events in tbe same way, as by the moat culti. 
va.ted and refin d. That deprivation of liberty a.ft'ect. 
e"ery one, but it n uraHy &.tects more thoae in whom there is 
8.n inborn love of freedom. Reputation, too, is dear to every 
one. But can anyone be so blind as to sa~ that his reputation 
is aa dear to a native as it is to an Englishman? ('Loud 
cheers). I say it is not, and I challenge an answer from that 
Dation who bow low, in respectful adoration betray tbe mOlt 
sacred and the holiest of the priAliltly offices. (Cheel's.) Now, gen­
tlemen, ,. frea-born nation loves its fre dom, d.nd it would be 
judged on lIuestions of whetber it should lose that freedom or 
Jlot,- not by a nation steeped in the traditions of the conqueredr 
but by a. nation glorYlDg in thp t,rllditions of conquerOr!" 
(Cheers.) Is it, then, to be wondered at tht Englishmen 
protest that they will not be tried, that they 'frill 
not hand over the custody of their liberty to sucb a nation 
as the Hindoos of India. ( Cheers. ) That being so, should 
yo not have thought that aLY Englishman, whate"E'r his 
position, whatever his rank, would have hesitated, would 
ba ... e pondered deeply, and long and well, would baye 
aea.rched far and wide for information before he luggelted 
that there should be introduced a law, Dot to take away an 
Englishman's privilege-I care not for privilege-but to rob 
an nglishman of bis right. (Tremendous cheering). 

ntlemen, I have a privilege when I have a thing giTeD 
to me, and it is not my own,-aye, wben you say I haTe a. 
privilege, it ms.y be said I am 11(1t entitled to that; bIU 
when I 8&y I ha.ve a right, it is 0. thing J claim &I my OWD, 
a.ud which yon bave DO right to take from me,-a.nd which 
I am bound to defend. ( Loud cheers. ) 

Gentlemen, the mind of a na.tion~ it haa been often aaid by 
greater men than I can ever hope to equal,-the mind of .. 
nation grows 110wly, 1 mean, the mind of a. nation ... it dfect. 
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it. daily life, .. it aBecti the minds of the men who are t.be 
componeut parte of the nation. 'lou m<loY b, external a~ncu. 
belp forward its ma.terial progress; aa in this countrY It bu 
beeD helped forward by the external cau es Mr. Keswick baa 
referred to; but the mind of a nation must grow fr within. 
You caDDot, by forcing on it IL1ien cu toms and a.lien model of 
thought, niae the nation to the It.nndard of a nation which h .. 
been trained in truth and h.onesty, in the love of what i, p'lre 
and goed., and in the fa.ith of a true religion. (beers.) Yoo 
Cl&Dnot ludd nly educate the slILv into a full appr ciation c;f 
fnedom ; you cannot, I lay, teach him to value thILt fr edom &8 

the man values it who heritage it has be n, whoae fathprI it 
W&II and who can look back into thofar past" and lilLy-what we 
Cl&D lay-Britons aroand worefre,.! (Loud cheers.) Look a.t the 
history of India.! Here you have a coun trJ'bat haa been from 
all historic tiuie, I might say, victim of one conquering race or 
another. The conquered have hated the conquerors, and those 
conquerors have yielded to some mightier race that haa come 
and dilpla.ced them, a.nd thon, in their .turn, they have hated 
their con9,uerors with that intense hatred whioh unmista..kably 
cbaractenzes some of the races in India who have come under 
the English. (Cheers.) Now, if th Hindoo has in !lim (and 
in Uling the word "Hindoo," I use it p rhaps wrongly, but in 
aft addrel like this, I cannot go into details: I use it to cover 
all e][~pt the Mahomedan race),-if the Hindoo has in 
him any patriotism, any love of country, any love of free­
dom, anyone attribute which EngJi ihmen lionour, the 
Hindoo must hate us. If he does not hate U8, he bu 
Dot get a qua.lity which we can understand. (Cheera.) I 
apeak Dot of Mahomedans. You are Dot 80 bliud to recent 
•• 8IIta, you are not 80 dead to the teachings of historv, you are 
Dot 10 ignora.nt of the nature of that l)eople Il.8 to 8uppose tha.t 
they do not hate us t\.8 tho e who have snatched from them t.he 
rich prize they thought to have enjoyed themselves. (CheeR.) 
You have, then, in the Bindoos a subjoot-race with a 8uperaddtd 
hatred of the 8ubjectors. Und r th se circumshLnCJes,' it 
wonderful that we should protest, that we should ... y ese 
lDeD e not fit to rule over U8; these m n cannot jud e us, and 
we trW not be judged by them P (Loud cheering and Wining 
of hat. [or lOme minutes.) 

Mr. 1k&nson.-Tha.t i, right. (Ooutinued cheerl.) Now, 
that i, right,-that is the way to teach our rulers wha.t we 
thiDk. (Obeers). That is' showing your minds aa the Athenians 
did wben they shouted. .. We will fight for our liberties. 
'!. will uw:ch against Phillip-we will conquer-or we will 
die." (A VOIce, co Let us · ma.roh to Government nouae)." 1 
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have no doubt if you did, rour calm demeanour, your qui. 
oourage, and your submissJon to law would impreu your 
mIen with the inteUBeneu of your feelings on ~w 
aubject. . 

Gentlemen, who can now doubt your feelings on the 
8ubjeet; and can you understand, cau you fa.thom th o.byamal 
depths of that ignorance which did not know of these feel. 
ings? (Cheers.) You have been told by my friend Mr. Ket­
wick, and YOll have r a.d in the papers, that it is aaid that 
sanction from Home has been obtain d to tho pU8Ulg of 
this Bill. 

Gentlemen, can you believe tha.t that sanction would haTe 
been obtained had the Government of India writ«-n to the 
Government at Home, and informed th In that the taking 
away of this right would prov~ke tb very bit.tere t resentment, 
the very deepest aitement, a. f ling bordering On fr nzy­
among well dispo ed and pea.cea.bl eitizcn ? (Ch era.) Jf to 
tha.t statement had been add d this further statement, which 
i& true, that the change is utterly UDn eded no admin&trati,.e 
difficulty is felt. So long as we hold the country, it 
ia absolutely certa.in t.hat there muat be in every district 
one or two Englishmen at least with power to try Ca.&e8. 

There i no n ce sity, therefore, to confer juri8diotion 
on nativell to try these peaceable and well behaved citizena. 
There is no need Lo confer power to try tbem on aliens iu 
race, aliens in creed, and a.lionA in faith. There is DO 
neeessity whatever except-euept to do 3.W9.,. with a senti. 
mental difference w;hich rankles in the minds of a r w y01lD1f 
&OOos. (Loud cheering. I do not seek to impute any 
motive whatever which is unworthy, for I have no re&lon to 
imp ate such motive!! to our rulors; but I cannot acquit them of 
the moat serious blame. It is Lhe l"esuit of ignorance; it may, it 
8eems to be, that your ruler, living away from you with lelect 
advisers, more than a. thousand miles away in a retreat in the 
hilla, knows nothing of your feelings, and his Government it in 
the most utter ignorance as to· what your true wanta are. (Louel 
and continued cheera.) I can see-and I have thought the 
ID&tter carefully over-no reason whatever for this luggettecl 
change; no reason whatever e1cept, as I ha.ve auggeated, the 
sentimental idea. of taking awa.] a grieva.nce which a youug 
Benga.lee felt, ad which tha.t yOUD~ Benga.lee wanta to He 
taken away, that he rna] have the glorifica.tion of judging us, UI 
whom one of tbe natil'e papers sa.fe under the protoction of 
Birtish arms da.red to call "cowards." Truly the jacu.. 
kicketh a.t the lion. (£.0 d cheering.) Show them, as you ,..lue 
your liberties that the lion is not dead, but a1oepetb, 
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ad let them dread hia awakening. (Cheers.) I have AlP 
there wu DO reuon for this. Let me rea.d to '1 
lome extracta from the, apeech of that most able man; 
beca.nae hia ability DO one can dOllbt, I mean Mr. llbert. 
Be ia in the council of the no.tion. (Groo.nl and hilaes). 

No 1 I aay. no 1 You must not hie him I He is too 
able a man to ha.ve ma.de this mista.ke if he had bad the 
lm&l1eat knowledge, if he bad had the shadow of an ide.>, that 
be W1IoI proyoking all this bitterness, If he had been proply 
inatr\l&ted, he never could hllove made this mistn.ke. Here is 
what he lavl: "As to the object II.t which 1"'e ought to 
aim there will be no difference of opinion." No, there 
ia no diffllren~ of opinion among us here. (Oheers,) "It i. 
limply the effectuo.l and impa.rtial o.dmiuistration of justice." 
It i. thll.t justice mal be impartialty administered thQ.t you a.re 
to haye natives sittlOg upon you In jUdgm$t. Let me I{O on. 
II As to the facts with which we have to deal, no one who hu 
Itudied the atatisticB and report·s of the cases involving char~1 
... ga.inst Europea.n British subjects can fa.il to be struck with 
two things. First, let us compare it with the amount of 
ordina.ry criminal business; they a.re exceptionally rare, alld 
aecondly, thf'y are exceptionil.l\y troublt:some and difficult." 
Bear that tribute to yourselve ,gent.lemen. OriminaJ. ca.sas in 
wllich you are concerned are exceptionally rare; and secondly • 
.. they are excAptionaUy troublesome and difficult." (Cheers.) 
Now, if the Hon'ble Milmber had been seeking to hrin~ for­
ward an ar~ment why this Bill s'hoilid Dot 'bave been 
palled, I cha.llenge hilu to bring two bet~ a.rguments tha.n 
theae. (Loud cheering.) 

He then proceeds to lIay that these two peculiluities .. IIbow 
that in the interests of the effectual and impartiaillodministra.­
tion of justice it is not necessary; 80nd in tho sa.me interests it 
i. not deBira.ble, to clothe our magistrates indiscriminately with 
the power of dealing wit h these cases." He goea on to speak of 
ouea iuyolYing the trial of European British subjects 80S a elMS 
of offenceB the trial of which, from the oircumstances in whioh 
they are ordinarily committed, presents featur~a of exceptional 
difficulties. (Oheers). The oream is yet to come. He con­
tinu"; ,. It iDfolves DO disreapect to the magisterial or judiciaJ 
office to BaJ that an officer who may be fully compet€nt to dia­
poM 011 a common case of th £t or 8ossault, mR.y not be compe­
tent to dispose of a class of cases which, 1\ will be adlQitted b'1 
all imp8ortia1 persona," and he is an impartial person (laugh­
ter)-" are apt to put afl exceptionally severe strain on the 
9.ualitiea"-ma.rk these golden words,- " on the judicial quali­
ti811 of tA.ct, judgment, patience, and impartiality." TheM 
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are the qUll.lities you w"'nt; and if you !lore sea.rching for them 
in the wide worlel. whel'e will you find them SQ weU displayed 
ILII in &hoo &hll.ry Lall GuplR.? (Loud cheers a.nd ll\ughter.) 
You bave II. Civil &>rvice which bali borne an honoured name 
wbicb has discharged its duties well in ma.ny trying times in 
this coulltry; Lut if you W<\lIt exceptional ta.ct, patience, and 
impartiality, you WUljt puss them' OVCl' a.nd go to the Na.tive 
Magistrn.te. (Cheers.) H goes on; "We (l,re, thel·pfol·c. I 
conceive, fully justified on principles of genern.1 nppliclllliIity 
in confining' the jurisdiction exercisable in this particulal' (·Iail! 
of MSpS to a specified class of magi tJot\tes; and tho fl1l'thtjr 
question which we have to deterl in6, is how this Qluss is to La 
defin~?" My nns . is thate Ie line ought to be drawn 
with reference to the presumablo titness of the ml\gis. 
tra.te~ and that alone." 'l'be p1'e.t1t!Jlabte fitness! Tb II you 
haY'e Magistra.tes who have done well, y()U lIare magistrates 
who have acted impll.rtia.11y ; but if you want great pel'fection, 
you must not ' secure it by employing their s rvices but you must 
go to pre!!umption ; andwben you bllve got, into that region of 
presumption, thl"\1 y.oll mlLY fle i"t fl' III ),our WOI k amI fonllly 
rest on tbetBen~ali . ( heel'S,) III jllll1!ill~ of the e qlllLlities, 
he excludes entil:ely the quesLioll of diiier nt mce, which, as 
involving the powel' to judge of Ilnd appreciate II. man's motives, 
and as ra.ising at {\Il event.s tl qu('stion of lace prejudice, ought 
surely to be taken into cOllsidtll'ai ion, liut it i ]Jut out of fI~count 
altogether. Mr. Ilbert continucs: <I We ure of opinion ihaL 
no cha.nge in the law ca.n he s!Ltisfactory or sit\l)le which 
fails to remove at, once, (\lld cOIll}>lctely, evel'J judicial 
disqoali1icaclltion wlliclt is bn,sed merely on rac distin". 
tion," It is n t to 1)/~ ll3.ti!lf'lctory until every disqualifi. 
cation based on race distinction 110. ve n removed. It will 
not be satisfactory until you gentlemen, if a. fl\.lse charge of 
murder were brougbt 0. 7ainst YOll, as was urought against 
Mr: Stevens in the Hi~h Court, can be trieJ by a jury of 
natives. (Cheers.) MR.uy of you are new to the country and 
may not ha.ve hearq of the cbarg of murder tlJat was hrought 
agaiost this m')'n. It was sa.id tha.t, having had the man who 
was said to have been murdered b&Lteu nearly to death, he 
turned to his jema.dar and said: "the Dlan is not dead; he can 
tell tales, take a sione and ollnd his hea.d." Now, Mr. Stevena 
was dl!clared innocent, Lut remember thlt any of you may one 
day be in the same position. A charge as grave and yet 
as false as that was may be brought against you, and all 
race distinctions ha.ving been done away with, you will no 
10nger be able to claim to be tried before a European jury who 
knowinK your na.tion, will not believe the evidence, but mnat take 
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your ~rial with yo~r neck in ~he ba.lt l' before a jur'y who' ,not 
knowJllg yont' natIon, lllay believe that such a slol'! IS probd ble 
(cheers.) Now, g ntlem n, hat w al' not n.Ll unl'CltS( nnbla 

. lot oC people is ltlmndlllltly evident from what took p [1'e elel7 cn 
years ago. It Wlt theu thought that there was an ev il ill the 
law which enao!. d thltt ver.v ]£ugli~hman charg d with R.!lY, 
except some very Valtry oj]' nces, vunisbltble only uy fin e, 
should be brought (lown to Calcutta to b tded. It wa.s sn.id 
that there were many 1)001' men in ihe di trict, an<1 it was a 
har<1ship to require t.11at evel'y Englishman for lL simple offence 
8houl<1 bn brought .lown to the Hi gh Comtiol' trial. Mind 
you, I do not say the 1 v even then was not a mi. 
take. My own opinion as a rllwyer is at yo cannor' take 
away from an Englisbman any rights be hag fV·quir d in Eug­
llLud when he comes to this country. Our Parliament nevcr 
intended tho.t any laws passed in this country should be to that 
extent antagonil'ltic to the law . four OlVn coulltry. But still 
that fact l:Ih ws IVlmt It l'c.lsonILi,lo, l,llV ahi llin(J p pie we ttl' . 
It was pu t h fo re til I RI'iLi Hh pnblitl that this was an adminis­
tl·fl./' iv dUl:icuHy. 1 ill t,lpy ri am1 olljed, R.nd ,bold !;uch a 
ni tin!; as LiJis, when it lVas proposl'u to give pOlVel' to Euro­
pen,n officers in t ho Moru. sil to try minor off ' IH:es? No, g ntl e­
men, t he lifHl'ult.1' nmmcnu·.l il el [ t,o t.heir raBon, al1d t hough 
they might luLYI' r\ll1~ht n.~t1i n st it" they dilln t. OIV, t.he matter 
is wholly '1l1lng d l\lIl1 :tlt,el'eu. Now, it is snid-and it WILS suid 
thi morni ng hy a cle, r1."-in. Vil'l'd nl'Licle in th late man­
(groans) ifmt IV are t be jU~~l'tl on qllestioll of 0111' rights , not 
by our OlVn opi.nion, 11 t l,y l.h e ll1' ill ion of tho Il iltives (Hi ,) 
'Ihe cll!l.nge which it i proposed shouhl b illtrotluc a, I say 
is not justified by any single ircumsta,ncc. J f,tillo filld one 
single argument 'vhicb h ,ts been put r l'lV!tl'd by M I'. Tlbert, 
Which cftn in l~ny ,vay cOlUmend the proposition to any reason ­
able man, certftinly Hot to a.ny Englisbman. Gentlemen, it 
does s m t.o me that w ha.ve fallen in viI t ime, wL n 80 UII. 

patriotic:, so un-English a change could be Bugge led u,Y 
Englishmen in a rOl'ei~u coun try. (L nd and continued -
cheering.) The ouly argument which 'I hftve 11 'ard l1 gg~st­
ed is this-and it wn.s sugge ted to me l1V a B ngali 
gentleman tbe other d[~y--bG I\id, why, you;' coun tl'.f l1l (>l1 
who d \lot und erstal l oUt· motives, who ar llut hrought 
up in our ways, try u , and tbe I' \ 'ult i tlHLt there i· con t.tllt ­
Iy a f>t.ilure of ju ' t ic . So Sitid this gt'lltlcmen, alld ou s bis 
proposition. B cau e oma llittives Sillier a failu re of justice, 
thet'etore com p n~ate b'y lett iug tho Europeao offer ' from a 
failure of justice. Don't yon allmi\'e t tie argul1lcnf? TlVo 
injustices make a. justice. (I,augbtel' and applause.) P erha.ps 
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he was thinking of a native Justice. (Laughter,) Well, 
gentlemen, I bave pointed out to ou that tbe de ire to remove 
a.nomalies will not be in tl.lly Wtl..y. ~mtified to it full oxteut by 
th pll sillg of thi hlW, a IHl b n pointed ut hy Mr, Keswick. 
Ther 'xi ts at tb PI' 'sent moment this unomllJy, that our own 
fair la.di !tt'e to be brought into open court, to be gazed upon 
by tho multitude (groan ,) : but their own ladi , who 0.1' of the 
same mee as tbat multituile, are ntitled by law to lI'roeu 
tbemselve behind tbe zenrlna, and thel' give their ovid lIC(,; 

and Dot only 0 , but furthpl' th y ha.vt! thi privil g , tha.t 
tb ir men themselv s clilim that tlley are entitled to lie xempt. 
(.d from being called upon to appear in ct)Ul't; and I have only 
just to.dlLY se n the records of a cas in wbicb a. nativo 
:Maharajah in order to avoid giving evidence in suit between 
him tlod a Europe~ British · ubject, and in order for t bat 
pUl'pO e to evade I.ho extlcution of a commission to ta.ke 
his vidence, which vid nce he lmow would' b prejuulcial 
1.0 himself, wandered ahout frolll station to taHon, {l'om 
BeOllTcs to Allaha. ad, from Allahabad to. Calcutta, and 
so on, so. that when the commi!:lsion aITived at any place 
it was found the bird had flown, Are we asking the 
Go.v . romept to tttko away this privilege, whieh is not 
a right a QUI'S is to lie tried by OUl' own countl'ymen? 
(Ch ers.) Gentlemeu, I sho.uld not be doing my duty as baving 
be n tllected here to. s]> ak to you, if I did no.t call upon you Lo. 
})rotest, agtdust the urrend el' of your l'ights by t.hose whose 
dut.y it is, as it ought to be their plen,sure, to preserve thnse 
rigut, It is my duly to call uJ n yo.u to let your voice be 
heurd, that the PI' 110h rs of tll se disloyal doctines lOay ceaBe 
to l 'roach tbem, It i a grand thing, you should rryawa.y 
th thDUght wit,ll yo.n, tlutt we are ta.nding here in defence of 
our rigbls, all l l\I'e cldliug upon our Government in every way 
we Cttll to. help us to. Ill' tect Dur right, to belp us, and to save 
U ll Il,nd OU1' wives and daughters from being tried by those who 
.ca.nno.t understand u~, and in whDse power to. do us justice we 
callnot bp,ve anu h::n'o not, any faith ( loud and continued al'­
plans), I have said to. YOll that there is no reason given In 
}It-, IllJert' peach for Lho hl'ingiLJ about of t IllS cbange; but 
I waut, with y Ul' P n1lissi n, I am afraid I am detR.inil1g yo.u 
very Io.n g,-('cl'ie~ of 110, Ill,) Thnnk YDU , It is a sel'jQUS ma.tter, 
ouu I want to put before JOu the opinion of some gentlemen 
whc. e ol ,inion was a k d, .) callse it s ~med to rue extraordina1'Y 
to the highest d gl' e that th<?re should have beon in I.be mind of 
OUl' Goverllmeut ncb entire i norance 08 to QUl' feelings Qn this 
subj ct, I lUaintll.in that no one with the feelings of an English. 
wau but must · have f It IlstQunted when he sa.w the. proposed 
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