
Bill; and can you ima.gine the bHodnelJ1I of our Government 
when with the opportunities it ha.d of conllultil1~ the Oo,'e 'nment 
of Bengal and the judge !Llld thtl High Court, it did not do 80. 
Why did the V not come and 8~Ly "Here is a. Bill ddlling with 
your own countrymen, tell u wll!l.t you think of it P" Is it 
not a putting of tho t lescope to the blind eye to con­
lult those wbo can l Ie t tell? It is only n. bero who can 

. defend himllelf for looking ooly witu }lis bliud eye wbeo he does 
not wi8h to see his orders, a.nd he oan only do it for an heroic 
action which will comm nd itself to futuro g IIMa.ti 1111 of Eog­
lishmen. Let me road you It few extl'acts from the e opinion , 

MI', Ciu'micbael, tLn officer of gr ll.t experi noe, after trae· 
ing shorLly the COUl'S of legislation on this su1)j ct, sn .. vs :-

.. Practically, hOWever, exe pt tile petLy jllriillictioll given ton. Sell· 
lion Court presided over by 0. Br\tish 8uh je ,in the present Code 
pll.l8ed in 1872, nothing wbat.ev('r hIlS be )) done, aDd w know why it 
h .. not been done-the British Lion a. vulga.r brute, 11 0 ' uoubt h8.8 wag_ 
ged hi' tail and roared; tha.t he woul.! do 80 ng~in uow i 1 think, 
pretty certain," 

After quotiug ILt leu!rth froUl the Minutes of Alessr~. 
Huddleston and Howell, Mr. En.usou continufld:-

Gentlemen, it is a.sked tha.t you shonl<l give up your right 
to be tried by your own count.rymen. Now, thi i uGltori.)u 1, a 
country in which the utmost iugenuity is ev('r tryillg to concoct 
and bring fa.lse cha.rge. ( Cheers. ) Wuat the stiletto is to 
tho Italia.n, the false chargo is to the 0l'din:1ry Bengali . He 
loves it, it is his ~ capon whi·1l ~c ever carries about. with 
him, and tho facility with which fa.lse eviuence c\n be pl'ocured 
out. hel'e enables him to u l!,il weapon wit.h the most fa.tal 
effect; and Wtl are called cowards forsooth, becltUSe we haTe 
asked t'Ul.t we Sh:1U not be tieJ. hnnd and foot, and left 
in the hl1uds' of these Ulen with tueir sLileU.oea of false 
charges; aud not we o.lol1e, but English la.dies, in the 
remote districts of UI1cba.r, . may be brought up before a. 
native commissioner when theil' husbands a.re aW;LY, R.nd there 
hl,l.l been Bome qllarrul \Vitil the coolies of some neigh bouting 
garden. They may be carried before a nat.iva M l1gistrate and 
there tl'ied at hi hands, and BuiJje.::ted to 11.11 the indignities 
wbicb you cn.n picture for y01ll' -elves before a mll.n who ha.s Dot 
th\~ sma.llest kuowledge of theil' natures (LoutI and continued 
ch E'ring.) Oeutlemtlll, it is more than sentiment, it is a Sl\cred 
chll.rge, II. saCt'ed duty, you ha.ve cast upon you. :\llI.ny o[ ,Oil 

ha.ve brought from youl'\ fl~r English hom SOlue fair girl. en. 
trullted to you by a. fond fa.ther to be yOlll' wife; a.nd if you 
&ba.ndoll these rights now, you brea.k your fa.ith with thoBe "ho 
aa.\'e that gin to you. You are grievouslY' I~t fa.~lt a.1 betr.yerl 
of III Ilacrerl trust. (Loud oheera.) . It is not th.t I ftal' for rAt 
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connt.rymen alont', it is not that I fear for the evil which may 
fall upon tLem by their beillg tried before native magistrate.; 
but I cauuot help looking forward to t.he futuI'e, and thinking 
:what will bo the effect. If, in the case 1 descri d, II! l1uaband 
worked up to a ta,te of wild excitement, went into the court, 
G,)d only kuow what would be the rt'liult; and it is to deftlDd 
the people of he soil as wt<ll n.s my ow!' countrymen that I ca.ll 
UpOll YOIl to rai e YOUI' voice in prot t agtdnst this cbarge. 
(Loud cheer .) Gentlemen it hn. been well said by Howell in 
his "Sto.to Trial ~' tlllLt ' it seems generally to 11ll.ppen that 
reu(lns wbo either po sess 01' lay claim to powel' of any kind, 
a.re strollj:il.y di po ,d. to b of opiniou hat they may be trusted 
with uch po 1'," and Jl proc ds to givo many instances of 
thi ,I>ho ing how, wb n til lower ha b en acquired, it has 
U en abused even- by En Ii bmen aluongst and against 
Englishm II. But, goutleUlcn, 1 t m say on word on Ilnotber 
suujeet. It is silid that this ovel'nm(!nt lias xceptionn.l 
privileges, in tbat it bfts at Hs h ad at homo a tatemau of 
whom, however much we lilay diffel' with him in opinion, every 
Englishma.n InU t be j u t1y proud. L t m read to you the 
"ords of that statesman bimilelf UPOIl the subj ct of ow 
legislatio ought to vroceed Oil momentous question of this 
kind. i 1 r. Gladstone, in his famous speech at Greenwich, 
wllich will lle in thc memory of evel'y one of YOIl who ha.p­
pened to be in England in the autumn of . 1871, when he stood 
up to d fend his Gov rllm nt wilh rega.rd to the army purchalle 
qUt!stion (lud other mlU'ters, said : "I hOl'e whilo 1 l'emrtin in 
public life I sball ue able to act. zeiliou Iy and cheerfully with 
you for the promolioll of Liueral opiniolls. I for ono never 
understood by Libera.l opinions either precipitate conclwions 
or submissive conce siollF;, and I trust we sludl well COil ider 
\,eforo we c mmit oUl'salve to vast changes and the introduc­
tion of ut!w principle , a.nu tb,tt we shall kuow before we com­
mit ourselves something of what the results are likely to be." 
Now, gentlemen, don't you thiok these words migllt htl.ve been 
taken to heal't uy our rulers before they introduced this 
chan~e? 1 tell you th Y ought to have been, Lecause you huve 
no nght to interfere ,vith the right') of tbe people. I will 
DOW read to you the "fords of one ,,",110 was honoured here, of 
oue who met with hi de.tth in this Towll Ball (aPJ)lauBe.) 
Let me read Mr. Jus+,ice Norman's wordlll on thl8 sub­
ject. "Evel'y British subject is ~oru a debtor by the 
fealty and allegiance hich he owe to his Sovereign 
and the State; a credItor by the benefit and protection 
of t.he King, the law8, a. u the constitution." "Alle~iance" 
1&,' Sir W. Black.tone nil tbe tie which bindl the IUbJIWt to 
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the King in return for that protection which tbe King affords to 
the luLject. Foremost amongst the vrivileFres I!.ssured to the 
subject by the protection of the sovereign is liberty and secu· 
rity of the per"on. The crown cannot derogf~te hom these 
rights. Bmcton tell!! us tl1at the King is under tbe law, for 
the la.w makes tbe Kiug. Tile King cannot intel'fel'e with t.he 
liberty of the suuject, nor deprive him of auy of bis rights." 

Now, ' genUemen, this is an unmistakeaule endeavour to de. 
prive us of our rights, and I say 1,here is no power in the Go. 
vElrnment to do that. (Cheers.) It has bee~ well said tha.t 
there is a point at which a,llegitlllce itself may top, N ow, I do 
not say, I do not sUf;'gest ilmt you have come to this point yet, 
but what I tremble fol', aud wbat I am coward enough to fear 
is, that this Bill will provoke reprisaIs,llud repl'irials will provoke 
fresh legillln.tion, and fl'esh IegisJ:!l,ion will i.:tfeit all e~ia.nce,o.nd 
the connLry be 11Ul'led almost inlo th horrors of civil wal' ( loul! 
cheera), We know that if you have strong, determined men to 
deal wit.h, t,hey will ha,ve their way. We who have l' ltd history 
know wbat happeLed when the ne~\'oes of \'be Southerll StCtttl 
got privilep:es Ilgainst t heir whiLe brethren, We 1.110' wha.L 
followed, nod 1)ow t b e neg-I'o went tl'eUlulmg Oll their kn.' 3 

to beg Lhat Lht!se lJrivilege might be t.tken a.Wll,y, Now the 
question i , are y(\U g()ilJ~ 1.0 surr ndel' you I' l'igh,I,S?P (critls of 
No, No), Swell,r U,V 1111 t hat is most al~cl'ed to you that you will 
not (loud cries f No. Nil), Let your voice bc hean", tba.t tlie 
Government may bave no excuse for suyi ng they did not know' 
your sentiments, Tue Viceroy and the couo~il suy they wl~nt 
to know y,ou\, views, t,et them be l~ssUl'ea thllt you will uot 
give up your rights, thfLt YOIt nre deLcl'mined to StlLlld by them, 
aud that you will not give them up for your own sakes, and for 
the anke of those wh o l\I'e dearer to you thlln life, thu.n hClllLh, 
tho,n ltuyl.hing else which GOlT Ims giv~n yon UpOIl 1 his ea.rth, 
(Loud a,nd continued eh el'ing), Lop, (CClltl 'lDell, ItL uothing 
that is htwful. Combine, uuite, ol'):(llnizc, to fOl'WMd this great 
end Remember wh LLt your great Prime Minister said at Midlo­
t.hian: " 1L was the Clerkenwell explosion t hu.t got tbe Irish their 
l'ights," I Ma.y go u.s fa.t, as you lcgllily ont1 properly CIl,U in tbe 
p\'o'ceLlo'll o~ YOUl' rights, D not cQlllpr()lUi e yourselv('s, do 
Hot 0.1 oW' yOUl' elve to be urged ou Ily blind fl1r,\', Ol' Lo be led 
into u0illg 11I1ythin~ which, it IlllLy bl) slLhl, shew Llmt you Itre 
unworl.hy of YOUl' rights. Hold to . ur l'i(!hts j t~ll YOUl' 

Govel'llor- neml 11 hl\s beeu misl lI, (Cheers.) You ore 
your Ivl! grclttl,v to bJo.me ill this Ill ILLtel', Once bef 1'0 iu lily 
clweer in l.hi ·' c untl'y it \VI given to me to l\udl'OSS you, no't 
iu lLnything like such a. lal'ga b Jy It t.hel'e i here t -lhy, 
and 1 then Ba.id you. W'el'a yourselves very greatly to 
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bla.me fOl' not letting your ruler!:l. know your views, You &Te 
too im1llersed iu the put'suit of your business pleasure and 
profit, you do not let your opinions be heard, When a. matter 
like this comes forward, do llot forget that you bl~VC those 
in this conntry who suppose that yOUt' interests and theirs 8re 
opposod that when you Jose they gain, tllll.t it is well to make 
a prejudice iu t," ~ it, own ravoul', 'fhat some such thin~s go on 
is manifest ; e!~t' how can you B.CC!ouut for this la.st extraordinary 
resolut.ion wh iell has l,e611 publishod, t he result of which ja tllis, 
Sil' Louis (!Ilv,) glltl.ri died in the service of this country by the 
dagger of {\,Il allsaill, If he leaves I~ SOI1, and tee ASsassin 
leaves a son, t he ItS 'assin's SOil would be pt" r l'red in the com­
l)etit.ion fOl'G overUlllent employment, (g roans,) This is what 
it comes to. A gl~(ltlS Wl'Oftg has been put UPOIl yon; show 
that your U1il'lds have been dE-eply stirred; o.ct lik men, 
wh ether you be pure Europen.Ds 01' EUl'II.siaus; j0iu hnncL in 
bn.nd and fi ght together; and let yOUl' wa bword l,e pro­
tellti0n. (Oheers,) TII!;e for your motto the motto of 
yout' Volunteers, "defence (Lnd not defian e j" ask that your 
right s shitll he Illu.int[~ined j figh t for that; n.nd pl'q.y t,llltt God 
lll:1-y gui ll e you to act ,isely and wall j all 1 pm.v Lbrtt III His 
inllllilc mel'0.y he ruay guid yOUl' rlllers to a right conclusioll 
which may av l't qUl.tl'l' Is and misery, if lIot rn I' , in this un· 
fortunate land. ( Loud and conLiuuou t~h eril g a nd of wn.ving 
of hat s for several 111 lllutes.) 

MIl.. BLI!;ECK (lhe Gfl rm n.n Con ul.G eneral). WllO waR l'e· 
coi.ved wit.1l ch eers in su ;; poI'Lin~ th e first R sol ution, said Lhat 
lie was l)ot t). British Lorn ubj ct, but hewos Ii iug under the 
In.wB of this (lounLry, and lILlyt hiug whichw!L$ dOL c It I' would 
affect 11il11 aLld his fellow countl'Vmon as lDuoh u.s it wou Id 
Englishmen. ' HI) tl'usted, therefore, thn.t every f01'Pigner in 
India 1V0uid support this Resolution. (Oheel's.) 

The Sheriff then put the l{.esolution the vote, Q.nd it was 
carried unanimously and with ':l.cclIt 111 !LtiOIl, 

MR. PITT.KENNEDY, who was r eeived with cheers, said:­
Mr. Ohait'mall, J.u.dies Itnd Gentiemll.n,- I confest! the duty is one 
Wllich I sholl1d ghtuly ha7e escap"d, for I fc 1 that ever! word 
saill to.daJ' is likely to have a tendency to irritate a~c1 exciL fccl. 
ing:s of race and elMS jE'J.lousy which I confidently hoped were 
teuding to subliide. but 1 do feel my con cience cleal' in t.he mat-. 
tel'. It i lIot we who haNo Jll'ovokeg the dj cussion, (Ories of 
"no.") We have not willinlXly stepped into the !trena, The 
cont!lst h:],'! been forced on us by those who with a light 'heart re­
opened quest ions which most of us believed to have been closed, 
a.nd who, appa.rently from mere childisb anxi ty to do 8ometbin~, 
a'l'e uow propo ing to amend within two months of its comio" into 
operation an Act, long-at least three yeaJ's-under cvtlsidera. 
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tion 80nd a.. C8.refully considered as an .v thiug can he in a. body 
conltituted IlS is the Leglslll,t.ive Couucil. (Oheers.) Upon them 
'be the responsibility of the injury wbich IllU t of necessity result 
from 1he1r m ddlesome mischi f. (Gl'Mn.) 

Yvu all knlllv what the Vl'opositioll is. It is oue who'le 
lupporters' b at flrgument is that iL is so smoll, 80 trjv,~I, tlli1t 
really 1I00ue n ell milld it; that" it. plea.ses he, and cau't llllrt 
I," 0.8 the gigllllti c ntl.vv)' sltill as his xeuse for allowing hi. 
lI'ife t.o beat hilll, \'111. if th ;tt be 1', why mltko the cll!l.uge Y 
(Applause,) W"llld ru,Liollltl people j:{O through the solemn 
80nd ponderous ftil'ce of pussing a Rill th rough the JJegisllttive 
Council if it ren.ll.V were to hue no u.ppl'eciable effeot, 
(IroniclI.1 che?l's.) One \voulJ. h1.vI thought that II. measul'e of 
Buch trifling import woulll hardly have re~il'ed 1,110 sanction 
of the Secretal'Y Stllte (Groa.ns) tv 1) procul'ed before hand, a8 
the teltlgrl\.m inform us it h lll\ h ,} Il instead of his waiting for 
the Oouncil t o see its ncc ssi t ,r I 11.:,,1 then passing or vetoing t.he 
Act, 8.S that which we may by COUl'te y call the constitution of 
India requires, One would huvc tllOll A'ht that if the measure 
were 130 trivial it might h n.v waiteu in the reccs cs of the 
T, gillll~Uv Office till Rome new rE.'ca t ing of the. !'iminal 
PI'ocedu!'\! Code were deemed nece sitry; but t.he brain from 
which it sprung deems it so imporLant that it iii fOl'ced for 
w:Lrd, o.pparen'.ly wit.hont even the decent farm of consulting 
the Jutlgcs of the High Oourt beihg Observed ( Groans.) 
One would III\Vfl t.hought that fOl' 80 smn.ll and insignificant an 
Act it would bltve JI:l.rl1l.y been deemed worth while, in the 
l'l'esent state of Indian finance to spoil the qllantit.y of paper 
which, unless the standing orders be suspended, the forms of 
passing a Bill would require, ( Cheel's nnd laughter) much lells 
to elicit the storm of illdig't:lant opposition to which your pre­
sence, gelltipmen, hero tv.day te t i6es (Applause.) Poss ibly, 
gentlemen, tbe Pl'oposers or the cbfmge mny not have fore­
seen t.he probability of the attitude which the European popu­
lationof Indicl bl1s t ltkell, If th,' S cr tn.ry of SLate be tb 
aelinqn nt, of COUI'S he can know nothinrr about the matter, If 
it i.e the Vi l>'>I'OY, ( Groalls ) h is perforce placed in "I~ hollow 
lot.us land," when ho nnd hi Oouncil rn e livinlt " on the hills, 
Like gods together cartlless of 1llankind." nis advisers are 
of necessity membel's of the bUl'eaucl'acy-some of them men 
of great ability a.nd ex erienco of II. kind, but all of them 
lovered from auything like an intimn.t acqul\lntance with the 
mind of the non-official popula.tiou, (Hear, hear,) One m y be 
a very good friend of a Collector, II. Judge, a Commissioner, or a. 
~cretary, but there are few of us ufficiently candid to tell them 
in moments of socio.ll'elaxa.tioll how very el'roneOU8 we cODsider 
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their principles &nd ide to b ; anri if there b, I\, there pro. 
b&Llyare, some among t til iUlUl diate ad visers of the Viceroy 
wbo did knolv the dang r, a.nd holod tolie coura e to w rn him-

all know the fllte of unpulat ble advi , hen th r ar oLhera 
reo.dy j;o prophecy sm oth things. (Uh r.) 

Tue Commander-in-Cbier, (cheel'S) fol' instance, Las had 
OIO Titlnce f!loU SOl'\' and couditlons of men, but i he con· 
suit d on qu IItion of tlli Idnd ? I be not in tim of peace 
con ide red as a disturoing element and a mere Phili tino, ill­
CIl.pable of comprehending the enlal'g d views of a. Vi rey j 
(la.ughttlr and cheers) for we mu t rememb r that, according to 

0:11' pl' iellt H'>1ll S:lCl'etu,I'Y, (~r a.n) a Viceroy d riv hi 
a.<lvantage from hi i nerance of luui , and his sa.tura.tiOn with 
modern views as held in circl s of th e who complacently call 
tbem elves adv nced tbinkers, of the men who can concentrate 
the whole conaplic d relati of tho infinite varitieR of man 
kind in a few formull8 as portabl and as cel·tain a Eno's fruit 
su.lt or Holloway's piUs. (La.ughLel· and applause.) 

Even, howe vcr, admitting all the disadvantag sunder 
which a Viceroy la.bours as the initiator of legislation, it is diffi­
cult tQ undersLand how any one would have Lhought thllot th 
mere ma.terial inj ury inflicted would oe a measure of the oppo­
sition excited. Mo t Englishmcn would rather endure death 
tIt/Ln dish nor. (Loud ch 1'.) 

The proJ.l080fll of this chlLng must have thought thn,t 
Engli hmen of the p rcsent da.y ban. r&.th r adopt d Fa.lstaff's 
re oning on the subject of honor, and th to unle they IHI,W 

Bome immediate personallos8 likely to accure from the with. 
drawa.l of a. right, they woul not much mind it, and wonla 
gract.'Cully turn the other cheek to the smiter. I trust thi, 
me ting will undecaive th m. 

Is, however, thi injury 80 trifling as its admirers 
aug edt? Even admitting that it is improbtLble that any 
one of u win be personally brought for judgment lJ. 
fore, ay, Mr, Gupta. in s')me remote Morns il Court 
where Reporters and Ba.rrister do not grow freely, and that 
we a.re careless of the interest of our fellows; even o.dmitting 
all this, can this propo al be consider d without reference to 
other chan es which have occnrred I tteTly-some, perhap", 
rllother administrative than legislaLiv ? (A pplau8o.) We can not 
forget the distinct tendency or the GOV(!fOment to xclude frolu 
Government employment all p rsons of European d ·nt. 
(Groan.) The or era i th respect to the D. P. W. and the 
subordinate service pla.c9 a.t a v rye 1'e t di8 dv ot.LgC in 
seeking Government employ the desceudallls of those who have 
won India. for England, thQugh born a.nd educated in the 
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country from parent~ likewise 80 born an.d educated; and. i~i8 
in the name of equahty. (Groans and h18 es.) A compatrIot 

. of mine was the happy inventor of the formula for this kind of 
e<)ua.lity-" one man is as good another, and a great deal better 
too." (Groans.) • 

I do not say thftt Englishm.en bave much to com­
plain of in being excluded from the public 8 rvice here. 
Those who know the ways of our Rulers will hardly call 
the Secretary of State a gen rous master. Well for them 
if they can even persunde thems lves that he is just. (Groan8.) 
The universal discontent of the services is the best com. 
ment on the aotion of the Government in this resp ct.; Lut 
in the interest of th community, it is bardly well that the les8 
malleable element sllould be expelled in favor of the more 
yielding. It mar, however, be a gl'tlat advance i.n ille d~l'ection 
to which we are being driven,whi(;'h is, so fac. s r can see, the 
subiection of tke entire community, Hindu, . MU8ulman, and 
Christian, to a rule, perhaps less eruol, but as despotic, as arbi­
trary as ever it wa.s in the days of the Mogul, and infinitely 
more systematized, more powerful, and lells likely to be evaded. 
(Loud groans and hooting.) 

Ever since the destruction'of the old Company, more and 
more the reign of custom and law hl1s been diunnished, and 
the arbitrary will of the Secretary of State (hisses) substituted, 
for It is 'Ion abuso of language to call the Legislative Qouncil 
anything save an office for registe 'jng the orders of the 
SeC'retary of State. (Groans.) We had a beautiful illus­
tration of it IMt year, when the secretary of State 
t Ie graphed out orders to pass an Aot to let in petroJeum ex­
clud d bV an Act of the Legisilltur. (Groans.) No doubt ~ 
says he did not, but qually certaiuly the statement W<1S mada 
in Council, that he did, and the illustratiou is rather mOre t.o 
tllo purpose. (Che 1'8.) If he did not, it more strongly shows 
how mere a phantom the Legi lative Council is. A eOlllpact 
nucl us of offioial members, who, as I understand, believe 
theme lvee bound by the Secretary's order, whatever their 
opinion ml\>Y be, ean always over,rul the so-called independent 
In .m ril, while the Viceroy is hardly U10re than th speaking 
end . f a. telephone, transmitting orders from the India. Office. 
(Hislles and groanl!l.) 

nut· the Bubjugation of the Vicer9Y, incomplete as it 
wlloe before the tel graph was laid, was not suffici ut to 
make all plain sailing. There was, an institution here-the 
Suprem.e Court-(lonll .cheer) whi h W!LS one of the 
few things in India which wa not a sham, and it wn.a 
doomed. 'l'he power of an independent tribuna.l to take 
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cogniza.nce of the acts of all servants of Government, by which 
the subject suffered, WIloS ha.teful to the lovors and pos SSOll 

of concentrated power, and that most useful juristliotion wu 
not transferred frow the Supreme to the High Oourts. (Cri~ 
ofsha.me! and groans.) Again, by mean of the Grand Jury, the 
pu Llic had the right and the power of intervening to put offen­
ders ou their trial for criminal offences, even ·though the Govern­
ment Wire unwilling to pl'O ecute and the Grand Jury waS 
abolilihsd. Then came the ue Procedure Oode of 1872, by which 
the power of issuing writs of Habeas Oorpu, into the Mofulisil 
was ta.ken fl'om th High Oourt,(loud roans) and a grave inva­
sion of the rig ts ot Europeu.ns was effellted, which, however, we 
were a sured was only for the purpos of avoiding the 
difficulty and xp e of se iag Europeans ] ng di ta.nc s 
for trial, and which was declared to be absolutely 
fina.l and sufficient for all purposes. Then followed Lord 
L tton's attack 011 the independence of the High Oourt j next, 
the reduction of the salaries of High Oourt Judges j and now 
com this new amendment which, we are 0.1 0 told, will be 
ab olutely final, will do no harm, and merely remOTe what they 
are pI ased to call an anoma.ly, but which does take away 
a privil gt and a right of whioh we are proud, without any pros­
peot of benefit to any mortal man. (Appla.us.) Row can an, 
one believe it is to stop there? Does the suggestion of th .. 
change sa.tisfy the craving of the Bengalee Editor for furth r 
de~radation of the European? Not a. bit of it. No more 
than the Davitts and Parnells in Irela.nd are satisfied with the 
und Act. Look at the Amirta Bazaar Palnika, which either 
from ignora.nce, or wone, deliberately suggests to its reader. 
tha.t d,j:iferent punishments a.re provided for natives and for 
Europea.ns guilty of the same offence. (Groa.ns.) Each con­
cession is only made the occasion for seeking further conces­
sions ; a.nd one can have little doubt that if the pr sent Ben e­
less amendment be pa88ed, the next step, a.nd one to be taken 
at no distant period, will be to subject Europeans universally 
to the jurisdiction of the Mofussil Oourts without reservation. 
(Groa.ns and uproar.) What w uld be the effect of this P I 
venture to express my opinion that. it "ouIel. b , before long, 
to 8.p~ly to the Mofussil Englishmen th fa.te Bugge ted by our 
Preauer for the "un peaka.ble Turk," and to send him "ba.g and 
baggage" to some country where his rights were more respect-

. ed. (Applause.) Everr one knows thae'a false criminal charge 
is 8.8 well recognized a proceeding in a quarrel in this country 
as an Evans ga.mLit in a game of chess, and we know also that 
Englishmen do occasionally give offence to their neighbours. 
What would be the result then? One ma.y prop he y that the 
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future will resemble the past, and I think tbat some of you, 
gtntle.men,~iU remcmber two ca es, tbe first ,!"hlch occur:" to~y 
minq.m which some of you probably acted as Jurora and 1n whIch 
J prosecuted. One was tbe accusation of Mr. Vigors. III tha.t caae, 
the committing Magistrate was clearly of opinia that Mr. 
Vigors, a most benevolent and kind.bearted gentleman, had 
brutally kicked to dpath an unfortunate villager. Tbere is little 
doubt. that bcfore the Magi trate or in the Session, Mr. Vigon 
would have been cOll'Victcd, I1S his alleged accomplic"!8 in fact 
were; but when the story came to be investigated b fore a 
High Court, the fllls hood of the c1l:U'ge became 80 ma.nifest 
that tbe Jury declin d to hea.r the def nc . (Che TS.) 1 am not 
much ·inclined t.o b lieva that my clj nt is in the wrong. gentle­
men, but, in that ca e, I would t re itt conclusion of the 
entire falsity of the case which I had laid b fore the Court, and 
the principal witness was prosecuted for perjury and duly /',00-

Tiet ed. (A pplausa.) 
Another case. Thera was the charge of muraer against 

:Mr. Stevens who was 1l1so, and mo t properly, acquitted witb­
out bearing witnesses for the dofence,the case against him being 
evident.ly unt.ru ,(oheel's) aIt hough the Magi trate who ~nt 
him for trial bad as vid ntly th c1 llJ'est opinion ot hi guilt. 
(Groa.ns.) But this Sf. ven ' ca e points more clearly to the 
danger of the present proposed change. One portion of the 
evidence ther as a. coil cUon of bones alleg d to be the 
rema.in~ of. the victim. Tl~cy had ~een brought to Calcutta. by 
the nat.lve lOBp ctor of poh '0 , wbo a s fted that he bad himself 
aeen them pick d up as portioDS of one booy ; but I bave ince 
been informcn on authority which I cannot doubt, that if the 
prisoner had been p 'mitt d to go mto evid nee, it wonld have 
been proved by the clearest and mo·t distinguished medical 
testimony that the bon could not have aU belonged to one body. 
that, ill fact, the intelligent p lire officer had picked up bones t~ 
ma.nufactur a. piece de conviction. (Uproar.) You WIll al 0 I dare 
_y, remember, gentlemen, with wbat diffie'uIty tbe Gov ~nment 
WB.8 induced to have the conduct of its officer in that C&8e 
investigated, and bow ca.refully it has ever since concealed the 
re.ult of that enquiry. ( roans.) 

If "Europea.n Magi trates could d? such tbings, what can 
c\De expect from those whose entire sympathies would be 
adverse P (AppllLuse.) 

But" again, to rettfr to this promise offinality, upon wh&t 
does it l' st ( How shall it be gunranteed? Is Mr. TIbert 
(hisse) is Lord Ripon, (groan) able to bind futur~ 
1,egislative Cotlocils? Does not all hir,tory sbow that every 
concession but increa.s s the demand, a.nd tha.t the homely 
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proverb about inches and ell is well founded. It ie Dot 
true t.hat prollress is iuva.riably in one direction. e 
have seen strong reactions succeed in politics. To go DO 

further u k than the present generations, look at. PnlJIsia. in 
lt48 and in 1870; but it is a true in politics as in war, ,bat 
the advantage is ~ iih the attack, thll.t the defenders of a poli. 
tion, however strong and tenable it may be, bave fewer chance. 
than those who h'y to storm it, and tba.t each point lOlt by the 
defence raises t.he cvuro.ge, the hopes, and tho demands of 
the 8.8 ailant. G ntl men, tho course of conoos ion to senti­
mental cla.ims h s been tri d elsewhere. We see the llrellent 
state of Ireland. Do our Rulers hope to make India Imitate 
it? (Groans.) This change is to remOTe an a.nomaly. Thi. is 
it. sole rea on. Wiil there b no other s,nomali B Jeft l)ehind ? 
Anomaly is just as good a word as the famon Upa.e tree, 
and I should think is intend d to mean much the same thing, 
that is to say, sometlling the sp aker wi bes to vilify j and I 
take it tha.t t.ho Beugalee Editor will b fore long have discovered 
'some other gl'ievan ~ of the lIame type which Lord Ripon and 
Mr. Ilbert will also find to be an anomaly. (Applause.) In­
deed, this is no matter of conjecture now j there has been no 
reticence-auout it, and our Rulers have been 8.S clearly warned 
by the 1) tive papers t.ha.t tbis must not be final 8.S language 
could convey tbe warning. Now if the proposed change in any 
way conduced to the saf ty or prosperjty of our native fellow. 
subjects, I should pause long before opposing it. If the pri­
vilege of the European injured the Dd.tive, there might be 
ground for removing it, but 8.S it stands, it doe thpm no more 
harm than it does me-that the Marquis of ltipon, if &.e­

cused of treason or felony, must be tried by a tribunal differ­
ent from thn.t which would it ill judgm nt over me if I were 
similarly unforl-unate. (A pplause.) I conf 88 that this pri­
vilege does not xci.Le feelings of envy in my breast j perhaps 
my education has mado me Ie s susceptible than a B ngalee 
Editor of such feelings; still it does seem to me strange 
that when the Viceroy is 80 anx10us to strip otbers of " 
right which they prize, because it is an anomaly, he bps 
never used hi power 8.S a I!onstituent portion of the 
Legislature to divest himself of a privil ge which, if De 
be sincere in hi present proposal, he must deem invidious, 
and which seems at least equally anomalous. (Cheera and 
Laughter.) Whence, however, comes.the zea.l for the )evelling 
down now propoeed? It would seem to have been an attempt 
to evade a l?roposal for levelling u\" Among the other 
cha.ngE:s ma.d~ In .18?2, ~ I already mentIOned, the Legi.lature 
proba.bly havmg lD Its mllld the recent case of Amir Khan, and 
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.. a .tep in the general procesl of degt'ading the High Court., 
deprived them of the power of issuing writs of HabeM C~ 
beyond the limits of the Presidency Towns. In the Act 1882 a 
limilar pro'fision was contain d giving powers in the D ture 
of a Habecu OOrp1U to be exerci d only within th~ ra idency 
townl. Baboo Doorga Ohurn Law, as an amendment to the 
present Criminal Procedure Code, proposed that the power 
.hoWd be extended to the whole country. This was levelling 
up, and I for one, and I beli ve most of those whom I see abou~ 
me, would have be n glad of any extension of powers tending 
to preserve the liberty of our nativ fellow-subjects; 1ut this 
idea did not please the higher powers. They did not like to 
refus it, but thought they might compromi e the ma.tter. They 
would give nothing to the nati , but w~.rld t.:I.ke somethiug 
from the Englishman. There is a. story of an apT>licatioli made 
liy the linen ma.nufacturers of Ireland to the Irish Parliament 
for an increase of bounty. The S cl'etary of State r plied:­
.. We cannot lIee our way to sp nding more money for you, bllt 
we will make two or three more offences a.gainst bleacb greens 
ca.pit&l felonies." The compromi 6 h re is very similal'. &boo 
Doorga Ohurn's reque t w for a tangible benefit to the whole 
population; it is to be exchanged for an injury to a ortion of 
It. That some greater power ' of permeating the Moiussil with 
English ideas would be a great benefit to the population, tllere 
can be lit.tle doubt. ' To say nothing of the tel'rible s venty of 
Mofuasilpunishments whioh are, as a rule, dou.le that which 
would be inflicted in the High Oourt for limilar offence., whicb 
again are much he vier ~hll.n th y would be in & gland, 
ODe cannot forget that in all, except Sessiolls cases, the 
crimina! jurisdiction is vested in an executive officer reipoD8ible 
for t.he peace of the Di trict ; while even in Sessions cases the 
Judge ha.s gOlle througb a. long training aa an executive o.llicer, 

, &Jld thus ha.s too often a.cquir d the idea. that a.n a.cquiUa! is a 
miafortune to the public welfar ; and they all look for promo­
tion from the Government. (Cheers.) M.a.caula.y'. faliaciou 
dilemma. has been revived, and it is said that either the Courts 
101' 000 bad for the nativl', or they a.re good enough for the 
Europea.lUl. Well, many way wish to lee much impl'OVemeDt of 
the Courts fol' the natives: but if no better can be provided for 
tht'm. how does it ma.ke a.n inferior tribu.nal good enough for 
those for whom a better i now secured P If indeed the Mofus-
8illYBtem wa.s so bad thllt common subj ction to it wo",ld 
ma.ke the whole popula.tion, European and nativ , unite in Ion 
attempt to sweep it awa.y, there might be some justification for 
the a.nxiety, to deprive Englishmen of their rights. But one can 
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hardly imagiue this is the arlwre penlca instiga.ting th promo­
ters of this Bill. It i 0. d sign too Ma.chia.ev Ilian to ac pt 
a.SIL motive. The proposal hti.8 it sorigin in ma.udlin sentimeut 
a.lism and J;>resumptuous ignora.nce, aoto on by g otlewan in 

• inflamed wlth the seuse of their own importanc , whi h not un­
frequently ta.keil possession of men who ha-ve been Buocessful 
in examinations. (Loud cheers and applause.) 

What uo.rantees ha.ve we respooting the native members 
of the Civil Service ?-(Cheers) for any, sa.ve th ir powel' of 
memory? (Lf1ughter and cheors.) The ant oed ots of an 
Englishman are known: the fllJllily and caste system wholly 
prevent our acquiring similar knowledge of a nativ of this 
country. There are ntlotive ge.ntlemen whom I am proud to call 
my friends, members of my own profession with whom I live in 
habits of daily intimaoy, who know and understa.nd English 
modes of tbought..uut howeare we to know anything of the 
native Civilian, or he to know anything a.bout us, ev n sup­
posing him to be as discreet us honestly intentioned as a civilian 
of the old race? (applause.) Can we expect him to l'egard with 
benevolent feelinga those whose sUbjection to his jurisdiction 
he so earnestly desires? I would think that the mere fact of .. 
person desiring to exeroise criminal jurisdiction over another. 
wonld be evidence almost conclusive that his mind would not be 
capable or exercising Buch ~uri8diction with anytbing like im­
partiality. (A pplause.) If It were proposed to the European 
officers throughout' the country t,bll.t they should be relieved of 
the necessity of trying native prisoner, gr Itt wouldbe their 
joy. Tbe desire to take additional labour, and any n.dditional 
l'6sponsibility is not 80 congenial to an Orienta.l OIiod. that we 
can view, without the gravest suspicion, tbe motives which lead 
til m to seek for it; (cbeers) and those who propose to yi Id to 
that desire for no better ,roason than ha.ve been advanced, bave 
only themselves to thault if it believed that their true motive ill 
their wish to stamp out a.llliberty, all individuality, whether in 
the European or the Zemindar, and to reduce the whole popu­
lation of the country, of whatever class or race, to a helples8 
herd in the omnipotent bands of a burea.ucracy, culminating in 
the Jupiter of Simla. (Loud cheers.) 

The speaker then moved th"l s cond resolution which waa 
as follows :-

"1st. That memorials of protest be dra.wn up and eireu-
1a.ted for sign ture in Bengal and other Provinces, and, when 
duly signed be presented 1;0 His Exc !Jeney the Viceroy and 
Governor-G neral in Council, and to Her Maj sty't cret.ary 
of Sta.te {Ol' India, and that the Sheriff be requested to sign 
the same on behalf of this meeting. ' 
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2nd. That petitions for the protectia.n (\f the ril{htl. 
priTilege8 a.nd liberl.ies of Her Ma.jesty's European BrItish 
lohject. be drawn up a.nd circulated for signature in likt! man­
ner, and, when duly signed, presented to both Houses of PlIor­
liament." 

Mr. Kennedy sat down amid loud &pplause. 
Mr. Pratt, Mil. ter of the Trades' Association, who WILt re­

CiTed with cheers, seconded this Resolution, ano. 1 doin>' 80 he 
.aid that it waif impossible for him to add anything to the 
able remarks which had fallen from the learnecl gen leman who 
ha.d just proposed the Ro olution. He would, th refore, simply 
eonfine him elf to ex.pressing, on behalf of the Calcutta. Tra.dea' 
4l1ociation, their unqualified disapproyal, as Englishmen, of 
the propos d altp.ratlOn in the Criminal Procedure Code, &8 

being unnecessa.ry and iujuriou to the status of Her Majesty's 
Furopean British subje tl; in In a. (Lo heera.) He begg­
ed in these few worda to second the l~solution. 

Mr. J. G. ApCA.R, 'who \Va r ceived with cheers, in support. 
ing this rea lution, said :-Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentle. 
men,-No one who has been a day in Cuk'Utta ince the requi­
lition to the hOl'iff tirst began to b circulated j no (lue who is 
hare present to.day will fOI' a moment doubt that thi occasion 
is one of grave impol·tauce in the hisLory of this country under 
the Government of India (cheers.) 'l 'he propo al M the Bill 
before the Council to mend the Criminal Procedure Code haa 
convulsed the EW'O}lean community throughout j,he wholt' of 
India, and signs are already apparent that the anxi ty it hllo8 
caused is sl'reading throughout the whole of the British nation 
cheers. The SUppOl·t of European's who are 110' British subjects 
ba.& been offered to you. 1 I1lU a British subject, but not a.n 
EUrOpeltD, no)' am 1 a. native of this c untl'y. The status of the 
cla.8s to which I belong is Dot thl'~n.teu d, nor is a.ny right or 
privilclle of ours 1mp nlled, 1ut we f el sufficiently strongly in 
the mat'ter to be very willing to join you in tbis solemn protest 
apiust the Bill (loud cheer.) V e tltink that it is most unfair 
and unjust towards you that tho measure be PI' S II on you 
agllin6t your will (ch ers.) Our education and a.s 0 iat.ion nli t 
us in sympa.thy with you, but we 11.1 are moved by selfish 
reMODa. 'Ve are interested in the welfare of the country a.nd of 
the British rule in Inditl., nO. no one 0 interested should be silent 
on occasion like this (Loud oh rs.) I have been leu to examine 
the grouuds which are urg d for the propo ed chang, and I 
h v found them to be only flim y pretext (oheer.) Sir ABhler 
in his r ply to a melUorh l pre ented tv him by a se tion of the 
na.tive community en.roeslly advised them to so K to obtain 
only wha.t would be for thoir own benefit, and never a.gil&te 
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only to sbare in the privileges enjoyed by others (cbeers). Sir 
Asbley Eden was intimately acquainted with the di position & d 
chara.eter of the native j he wa their friend, J mu.y su.y almo t 
th ir partisa.n. Those who knew him best will b sL apprt' ·iate 
tbllt he }Vould not have spoken thu if he had not thought it 
to be necessary and for th ir ben fit to give them this wll.rnin~. 
The words Sir Ashley Eden u ed should b tlml>lu.zoned u.s a 
text in the most impr ive color and pla.eed in every villnge 
sohool throughout th bolo of India. (cheer.) ·What is the 
benefit which the small olique 0 Bogal genl.lemen who ar the 
agita.tors in the matter de ire to obtain by th pas ing of the 
measure? Of what office have th y be n. deprived Wh!Lt emolu­
ment have they 10 ,t which they d sir to r t'gai n, Ilnd for which 
tb amendment is provide ! hem a rem dy? N doubt they 
will re/>ly that th y fe I t.1l di tinct.ion s acutely th" t tbey 
are willing to und ertR.ke extr/\ work. Gentlemen, Coutte of 
Law would look with snspicion on the couduct of a person who 
shows an eag r do 'ire to thru t ' him If into the 10 iLio., of 
gmtuitolls arbitrat-or t which is attached h ').vy work and 
enpl'ou re pOll ibilities, and would clo ely scrutinise tbe reasolll 
for ILctioll of such an extraordinary chara.cter (h aI', h a.r.) We 
honld co~sider thR.t the eduC<1tiun of the child who conld 

obtain very thing by simply crying out for it v ry 10ul1 
W1L bing sadly neglected We do not allow th turhult'llt 
m mLers of a nul' ery to become ma ters of the hous imply 
becau e they utter ear-piercing 811ri ks. Tbe an ver to the 
que tious I ha.ve put sounds pla.u ible enough, buot let us 1110. 
what re tb r asonB urg d on their behalf . 

. 'Erl'O~ liko straws OD tao urlace Jlow, 
He who would earch ror J>el!rls mU8t dive below. -
(Cheer.) It i urged that there is an anomaly, and it il 

d sired to remove anomuJies. I would a8k, who urges this? III it 
the Government or i it the Benga.ll? If it be Governmeat who 
thus spea.ks, I would sa.y, Why do you e1taCt anomalies (he .. r, 
hear)? Why pass the Alms Act ? Wh~ make the d .. ling witb 
immovea.ble property in a certain way 1D Caloutta a mort~e. 
and enact that the dealing in the Bamo manuer with such pro­
perty ou.t of Calcutta is not a. mort.gage? This has be n do De by 
the T.a.nd TranJifer Act passed under he a.uspices of Lord Ripon 
only last year. You not only enact anomalie but YOll 
lanction th ill by your administrative order. How is it, 
if you abhor anomalies, that you hal' reduced tb salar] of 

- a native Judge of the H ;gh Court (oheerlt)? You say tha.t the 
. pa.y now offered is quite sufficient for him bf'ca.u e he is a. lTatIve; 
then do you n t. your elves acknowledge a.nd in spite of every pro­
test of Europea..n and na.ti 7 e a.like, who implore you to rpinLlD 
because you are lowering tile pre tige of the High Court aodin-

Ma. J. G. APCAR. 



• 
380 T1u Oalcutta PubUc MeetifU}. 

juring the a.dmini8t,ration of jU8tice (cbeers) ? Do you not insist 
tha.t there is a di tinction between a nllotive and Europelln, IIond 
tha.t they 8bould not be dealt with on the same footing? And if 
JOu say that it is ooly the native who is a. member of the Ch'il Ser. 
"ice who i to be allow d to trr European British Ihject.s, Mr. 
Justice Romesh Chunder Mltter, a Jud!?:e of tb Hi~h Court, 

. a man of great learning and the most dlst,inguished character 
in the Hilldu commullit,y, who trics cased agains Europeans 
in appeal from the MofuSlli l, would not be qualified under 
your propo~od law, should he settle in the Mofus.sil, t o try 
European Brit,i h ubjects there, If it is the Beng'ltli who 
spealt of Il.nomILliE's, t would say to hirQ you yourselve njoy 
the .n.dvantage of many R.l1omalies, and until you CODijent tba.t 
your wiVE'S and dn.ughters sha be exan' ed in open Court it 
does not lie in your mouth to J aise a cry that any change in 
a.ny matter should be made on the ground that there ~8 au 
existing anomaly (cheers,) lithe Princess of WILles (cheers) 
were to come out to India, H. R. H. would be liable to appear 
as a witness ill open Court, and the wife of the humble t clerk is 
privil ged ar.d pl'oteoted from so appearing! Mr. Branson bas 

• pointed out administrative difficulties und r the law tba.t 
exempts persons from appearing in the Law Courts as wit­
n 8se8, Permit me to point out tbat the difficulties oa.used 
I\r n t only administrative d.tncultie , but difficulties which 
lead not uufrequently to a failure of Justice. A Judge who 
does not see a witness, who ' is not pe ruitted to bear 
his evidence as spoken, cannot come to a conclusion as to thEt 
weight to be attached to his te timony, as weUlts whE'n he can 
observ his demeanour and the ma.nner in which the questions 
a.re put and a,nswers given (hear, hear.) These witnes 8S are 
eXltmined under a Commission, and there is not only the chance 
of a fa.ilure o( Justice which might well be avoided, hut also the 
incOllvenience caused to the litigants is great, and a. heavy addi­
tion to the COtits of a. suit (hear, hear. Englishmen, however, 
are generous enougb to a.bstain from ra.ising an agita.tion an~ 
permit natives to eojo'y these privileges which, after all, are 
Dol,hing other than preJudices (hear, bear.) But what greater 
anomllly could there bEl tban the state of circumstailC8s in which 
the voice of the conqueror is not beard, and the voice of the 
conquered treated with elLtravagant re pe<:t (loud cheers)? 
If we treat tbe matter in a broader, and as I tbink truer 
blLSis, I think that Engli hmen, as the conquerors, are .entitlE'd 
to privil~ges, and that it would be a.n anomaly if they were 
\lot permitted a.ny (cheers.) Then it i . said that tbe distinction · 
is invidious. II tbis poiot I can spea.k plainly. J suifer eery 
dilladva.ntllge under which th native labors, with the additional 
diaadvantngt> of not being a. nativ~ myself, (laugbter a.nd 
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oheers) a. disadvautage fclt by every ooe in this country who is 
not a.oative, and Dot one of tIlt high officers of Stlbte (bear, 
hear). I confess I cannot appreciate the cra.ving for power to 
try persons who do not wish to be tried by. th Ill. 1£ r wert> 1:10 

Magistrate and an accused person objected to my tryin uilLl, if 
it were possible, "ithout Itdm inistrati ve incouv njence, to tl'UUS­

fcr his case b th file of another officer, I should be glad to be 
r id of him. · It is eS3entially necessary that the deei ion of ,l 'i. 
bumtls should be respeded, and decisions f It Juuge who 
objected to fot· any l'eason can never be respect d (heal', he.1r,) 

'I'he proposed alteration in the Procedul' Code may operate 
to permit Armeniaub to try Europek.n British su.bjects, but we 
would not desire the power to try them if they a.re unwilling t.o 
subjeot themselves to 'our jUi.'isj iction, W~ would concede that 
there is Romething e to Enghsbmen who !lore the cqnquerors 
here and have brought this country to 11 state of prollpel'ity ; 
to' the nation which protects us from iilvasion from without, and 
saves us from auarchy within, l.he countrJ. But we could not 
wish, 11ay we are a.nxious, that there should ,not be 11 change, 
because the injury to us would he far ~reater if. thel'e, was a 
change than if the law as it stands, were maintained(cheers.) 
We prefer.not to be tried by natives, and would ratber be tried 
'Ly Europeans, Those wh'o, like ourselves, have been hl'ought 
up and live under the influences of western civUisu.tion 
cannot be undertltood riglltly by natj\'es, and if tIley Qd' un­
a.ble to undel'tlt<l.nd our chllracterisLic~, they cannot try us w;ith 
j uatice to. ourselves any more than they can try E'l~Hshmen 
(hear, hllar.) While tbe distinction is lIlaintained we ]llLVe 
a good ground to apply fOl' the transfer of IL case from 
the Court of a nn.tive Mag'istrate, but if the principle.etnuodied 
in the Hill become law the ground is cut awa.y from undor Oul' 

feet, and our chauce--which we prize highly-of escFl.ping t11e 
Oourt of a native M.agist.rate is destroyed. Besides, thet'e is an 
increasing number of children offather who are Armenians who 
come uuder tile definition of European Bt'itisb subjects. When 
the native talks about the distinct'on as invidious. r cannot help 
remarking that they are most unwise n attempting to thruAt 
themselves iuto a posit/iou to try Englishmen (hear, hea,.,) 
Tha cases in which they are accu d are, by every circumstance 
connect.ed wit b them, ma.de very not,iceable, English Magis­
tratp.6 ma.ke mil!tt~kes in cae a against t.heir countrymen, !\nd 
when s, mistake bas been made or suppo'led to have l eeo made 
extremely strong feeling is generated thear, Lear.) I myse]J 
remember sueh a case tried in the M-ofussil about Sl.'ven years 
ago, and if it happenecl that a native Magistrate were to make or 
~upposed to bave madet a mistake in snch c'8.8e8, 1 fear 
the feeling that would be excited would place the native 
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Magistra.te in a.n extremely unhappy position (bea.r1 beer. It 
would be lIuch a position a. this that I myself would describe u 
beillg RoD invidious one (heal', bear.) I fell.r that the decision 

ould Dot be attributed to a mistake. I believe, when ver sueh 
an occaaion happened, on each of Buch occatlions there ould lie 
displayed a feeling of the same character 11.8 WEf a now witne8s­
iug, thougb, perhaps, not 80 widely spread as is the pres ut ex­
citeftll)nt (heal', hear.) Does Government thoroughly appreciate 
this r .But wby dis('uss the matter on tbe b!\re ,ground of rewov­
ing so.called iuvidious distillctio11S P Until t.he Engli8h nation 
are willing, or S3Y lilainly that they lLre willing, iJ,J.ld intend to 
wiltbJmw from this c(\untry, thfl cry of invidious distil1()tion must 
btl disregarded (.:heer80) That they have no such idea.,the anxiGuII 
wa.tching of Russia.., the POpullAF enthusiasm excited by l e 
E).(yptiltn exp(IIditi 0, is a complete answer 7:heerRo) I am aware 
that there exist ill England a SlDlill Knot of perSOJ1S who would 
ahaudon every possession that the v!~lo r of tiulir forefathers 
have gained, aDd the courllge and devotion whi!lh thtir fellow­
ct'luntrymen hlive lOaintltined; whp, actin~ under the code of ~ 
New Mora,lit)], are friends of pvery country but Lh 1r own (cbeers.) 
But tbelle perijons are Dot worthy our consideration (hear, 
he'\.r). It ba been Itdvanced as an argument that if native 
omcers are pel"mit.ted to try civil cases in which EUl'op(IIaos 
are ' partioes, why should not the princiJ.lle bd extended to 
criminal cases? 'rhis bare fact proves nothing. We should 
first ascelotain whether the "ectsions of DIltive Civil Judges 
give satisfaction before any such arguwent dn have any weIght 
(he:tr, hear.) I he",r from Euglishmen lhlit in the Court of a. 
Native Magistra.e there will be pias againflt th("IO. I bear from 
native gentlemen, t11 friendship of wltny of whom I CQllsider it 
Do ploasure' that I enjoy, that in criminal cases there will be bio.I 
in favour of the Englishmen. I do uot stop to enquire which 
is the true state of things. The fHoct that neiLber side con­
lid~rs tha.t the native llagistrate in a criminal ca.se will be im­
parlial is euough for me (bear, hear.) How clln you give 
jnrisdiction to Jud g s adlUitt dly not imparLinJ. (hear; hc::ar) P 
Then thetOe is a tll1k about equality. Can you ma.ke people 
equal by tatuLe (cheerM) i' What is it that native gentlemen 
want? Of what real benefit will it be to them if it were 
aolerunly eno.ot d that tht'y were qual with Euglisbmen II 
Would they tltereuy gllin th respect or confidence of the 
Euglish peo}lle by such. an Act? But if the natives are so 
a.uxiou8 for equa.lity let there be equaliLy in all things. Let 
the Subordinate Executive, and all appointments be open 
equo,lly to Arm niaus, Eurasians and Europeans as well 11.8 to 
Datives, depending only on the qualification of each ca.ndi 
for ea.oh POtit (Loud cheerso) Would the native tolerate thia jI 
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Are YilU in doubt as to t.he- answer? It has b n a. most unfor. 
tunate circulDstanc that the mt: snre h& Le n br uf:(bt forward 
(hear, hear.) Native gentlemen, friend of min, blive ex}!r 'd 
their re~ .. et. that the Bill ha been propo J bile u e of tb ft't:I J 

ing wwcb it ha ca.used. But of cou" e now that it bas be'll 
brought. h~fore t.he Council they are bound to ILy th t. the 
measure should 1, pus ed Europeans and nativ 8 W fe COIU­

m~ncillg to mingle in so 'iety tOil tber, t.hey- had begun to vi it 
at each others hou • tben this Bill was introJuced aud strone; 
antagoni U1 excited IlIld bit.ter feeling eng nd r d. Let U8 hopo 
that the Bill will b withd.rawu, twd that it will be withdrawn 
Boon (loud cheer.) If it is soon withdra.wn, ib feelin~ xcit.ed 
may gradually die away, and although th re has n tuum 
done, it ma.y not rove to b of 0. riou cho.ractel·. But if 
Government p rsi In their int ntion to k p tbe Bill before 
the Council, I fea.r tba.t tIle feeling of r entmeut which is daily 
growlDg stronger on bot.h id will throw u hack more than a. 
quart r of a e ntury. But how come it that. thi riou9 state 
of affairs exist i' What reason is t.b 1'e for l'ropo iog ucb & 

mea. ure and in the manner II.nd und r the ·ifculllstaDr. 
i~ hall been pr.opo d i' In 1872 th Leg131ature solemnly enact­
ed that tllere should h6 a distinction, and gave to EUlOpelln 
J31 iti h nLj cts certain rights and th n again confirmed t1loOtn 
in 18 2. What hss ha.ppen d since then that t he right • 
.. bould be ta.ken away from tb m ? If Sir Asbley Ed n in truth 
is in favour of it and recommends that tbll mP,1I ure i a pre 8-
ing one, how wa it that he did not mention the suhj ~t I>t the 
passing in 18 2 of the Code now in force (hear, h 11.1'.) H& 
was then Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, and took a.u 
active part in the pas ing of that mea. ure. It is difficult 
for me to believe that 8ir Ashley Eden, who was lL08t 
intim ~tely acquainted with the feelings entertained on all 
subjects by tbt: various c'lmmuniti 8 who lived under 
his rule here in Bengal-it is difficult to believe tbat he 
did not fore ee the storm the proposal of such a chunge 
would rai e (hear, heR.r.) I believ that he fully ap1)re. 
cia.ted the difficulties, and that tha.t was the rellllon why he 
po tponed COD ideration ot the que tion during I,i teoture of 
office. Of th many acts of 8ft" Asbley Eden, which bistory 
will record wlth approva.l, I venture to predict for posterity 
tbat not one ill be on idered as showing greater wisdom aod 
judgm tit than his r Cu at to entertajn the question IlS one to 
be prlS.Ctically dealt with while be wa holding the reins of 
Government (cheers.) Would tha.t Mr. lIb rt bad shown 
the same wisdom (cheers I) Would that he had reCu ed to 
~tertain the que tion during his tenure of office and 
I ft the considera.tion of it to a. successor! It i. trull that 
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. Sir Ashley Eden, 80 far back lUI) S1)7, had formed hiE opi. 
nion in favol of natives, uq.t however tenaciou!! be may 
have Leen of opinions when once formed, I have n it heard 
tha.t be has since expres ed himself openly a.s still a.dheriug to 
the cause he then au vocated. 10 J anuary 1S7 ~ t he Governor. 
General in Oouncil- Lord Mayo was then ViceroJ-p~ ed 
a. resolution in COllnexion with the Crimina.l Pro dure Code 
RiU til n uefore the Legislature tha.t riLi h Enropean subjects 
should not be subjected to the jurisdiction of persons other 
than their own cOlllltrymen. The lamented deat.h of tha.t nob e· 
man occu1'red in the course of the next mont h, anr\ t be reins of 
GoverlllU.ent weI' entrusted to Lord ;. apier of Murclli tOUL, 
then .Governor of Madms, dUring tile interregnum .. 10 Apnl 
of the SILme yeal' the Code liecam law, but before it was finally 
pa.ssed \ 1'. Ellis, now Sil' Ba.rrow Ellis, io Street opposition to 
the r(>solution passed only abont two monUls previous, proposed 
to extend the jurisdiction of na.tive Magistrates over 
British European subjects, in l)riociple the 81l.1ne as the 
a.mendment now before the Coullcil. 'The amendment. was 
lolemnly rej cted, ,fl.od EnglisbmAn bad giv n to them th~ 
a..ldltiolla! '0 'udty of a proviSIOn in tL cod(>. The~up)Jortor9 
of Sir Ba.rrow· Ellis w rtl I,ord N Ilpier of M uYl!bist.oun, 
Lo~d Napier of Magdala, Sir GeorgeCamp't1ell, and Sir ]:t,ichal'd 
TemJlle. In this c0I111exion Cicero's reftlreoce to the 01'aole8 
recul's to oue; I wonder whether the quotation of his 
wOI·d would here be an apt qu,ltation? 'The House of 
Lords, we learn, were solemnly informed "that many emi. 
Dent authorities not conneoted with t!.e presetrt Governnlent" 
were in favour of the proposed measure. Then later, the 
Secrelary of Stl.lte admits that the Aminellt. ·authorities 
"are Lord Napier of M urchi ·touu, Lord Napier of Mag. 
dala, Sir Geor~e Co.mpbell, Sir Riohard 'rem pie, and 
Sir Barrow Ellis." Th(> minority who were out.voted, tho e 
who e opinions were solAmnly rejected in 1S72, are paraded 
to a mn.o 1\8 authorities in lS83. I will not dwell longer on this 
point, but 1 wi h to ay a word as to the qualification 
of the autholities to judge of the subject- a subj('~t 
"bieh requires a vel'y inLiLOate knowledge of tbe class 
which the pl'OpO ed measure will pl'ejudici~Llly affect.. If 
tbat class (lOn eU rr d, as they generally h,we done, to 
p rruit the native to ujoy their cu' toms aJld privileg(>s, 
tJliel'e of cour e could pe no !lifficu Ity in pa sing the 
proposed meu.Ei ure. 'l'be difficulty ari es ollly when they 
are unwilling to c de their righls. Wbu.t knowledge hau the 
eminent officiala-l prefer to describe ib(>ID as offi~ials rather 
tho,n as authorities - in those da.y? I remember 'Sir Ashley 
EdeD epelLkiug last year in this very Ra.Ll a.t the fa.rewell dinner 
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given in bis honor, whicb many of us will r call to mind:""'! 
rem rober his words. He a.id that tb r xi t d 20 years a~o 
.. a. very mark d eparation b twe n official and non- fIi -illl ." 
How coulcl official in tbo da.VI! guaA' 1 he t:e hnp: of n n- fficial 
(bear, har)? Wbat mpu.tby could tb J' hay b n b lw n 
them? If tb re was the fling xistiDA' in tL I' a t of ih 
green young civilian lately 'om out froln hi born, wh l' th r 
mu t hll.v heen, as th re i nflW, Bymputhy aud f ·Uow 'hip 
betwpen EngIisbmeu Il.nd A'entl ID n, and wb r 1. rlns officio.lllod 
nou-offic i l~ 1 u.re /!till unkn wn, wbat must hl\v b en t b })o i­
tion of the higher offi iltls, and what mu t b va u n 
tb - a "tit.ud they n. um d towa.rd tb uon-officiols (hear, 
hea.l')? And ir Geor~ Oampb Il ir .Ricba.rd 'l'tlllJpIe 
and Sir R rrow . were I'. high fficials in tb ir re 
pective provinces at a p riod mol' thau 20 y ar ago. I • 
thpy knew little of the f ling of th il' f II w-countrYIll n in 
Innia 1n 1 72, wh!l.t clln th ir knowl dg be n , aft. I' th·y blLV 
qnitted India? It cannot. b upposod that it h r Lord api I' 

or Murehi touo or Lord NaJli r f Magdala v r hr.d Ilny kn w-
I dge of what the fe ling wa. ; tit Y formed their pinions on 
what was r pres Ilted to th m, and we have 0 vel' b n favor d 
with anf argo.m nt in support of their opinion of th 8,~m 
cl1ara. t " 8.8 the masterly treatment of the tlUbj ,t by ir Fitz­
Jame tephen. The present Vic roy and Ml'. Ilhert ar in the 
S'LIne p sition iii the th n Vic I'oy ann tbetb n Le al Memher 
a.nd we are demonstrating berp to.day, no the EUfOP Il.n 
community, scattered a th y ar throughout thIS ,"pst con-
tinent, ale d mon8trating to t~e fficials on who Rtat mClIi 
we are told this me8.8ur i propotled, tbat lllng1ishm n 
a.re not willing', nay will neSpel'll.t Iv r sillt, v ry attempt 
to take away a. right which th y cberi h as mo t dear to th m 
(cheer). I doubt wh ther the high officials wh s tal.· 
ment have \} en called for are in favor of the Bill are 
generally comp tent flO form an opinion as to the f l­
ings of noo-offi io.1s. They are civilians of more , than 20 
vear' stllndinjr, and tb iT pres nt po itioos do oot p rmit, 
aa a rule, of a free interchange of thou ght with Don-officials. 
But wba.tevpr their individual opinions may be, I say I,hll.t the 
circular which r quir d tb m to nd in tbeir opinions was not 
ca.lcuhted to elicit fr _ and candid opinion of tbe measure. If 
it was de ired tbat they should frankly tate what th ir views 
were, tlJ CD ! 111 that. tbe r qui itioo to tb m wa UIO t impro­
p rly framed (cheen); if it was int nded to intimal,(, wbu.t 
was the ('ttle policy of G v roment, tlll'D I 8ay do n t 
refer to th rn 48 th opini n of any cllUJ at all, for the ta.t ,-
m nt wbich have b en eli'itcd, are not 'Worth 0. nt.. 'fL 
officers who h.a.ve contributed their portion of t.be mILt-erial 00. 
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which this Bill is sa.id to be founded, must have been congra­
tulating themselves that they have not ill obeyed the irupliod, 
but not 00 that account any les8 real, order given to them, 
when there llppen.red the scolding that was administrated to the 
Governor of Bombay (laughter and cqeer). And Mr. Hpwell 
may think hims If most fortunn.te that the retur to tho circu­
lar ordor WIlS designed to be private and coofidentifLI only. And 
w.by WI\! Dot Mr. River Thoms()n consulted? Could it ha.ve 
been the int.&ntioLl, when it is stated there wa!! a desit'e to 
conllult Locn.l Governments, to exclude the Governor Qf 80 
important a Province as i Benga,l from the list of tho!;e whose 
opinion on tbe measure was Bought? As it is there is nol; a 
IImlde. BenglLI Officin.l whose opinion on the subject is on record 

he7t.r, boo.r). Sir Ashley Eden iSlJ made to; ppeJ.r as deRiring 
that the meo.sure should be pn.ssed as law forthwith; 
whatever may hn.ve been his opinioo on the austrll.Ct 
qutlRtion, whether the na.tives should or sboilld not have 
the jlhis,liction conr I'l'ed on them, I Il.l'lieal to hi c(1)duct. as 
eorohOrating me when I SdY that b did not coniji'!er it to be a 
'Wjse act t attempt it aLthe present moment. Otherwi~e his 
entire couduct is wholly inexplicable. He is st.ated to have 
held opinion f!LVombl to the chang. He had fore ' he pllSS­

ing of the Criminal Pl'Ocedure CoJe in 1882, Mr. Gupta.'s letter 
in his hauds. He was present at the passiug of that Act, a.nd 
be does not venture to so.y a word in its favor till just before he 
left the country, and then la8.ves a letter in the ba.nds of Lord 
Ripon charg d with d namite (he~r, ~eal'). OM not unOb.tura.lly 
begins to wonder whether he .vas a. fnend of the pre ent Govern­
ment I But, gentl<lmen, I do not thi.,lk thn.t the mea.sure will be 
proceeded with now that the proposal of it has evoked a strong 
feelin!t against it (cheers). I refuse t<' entertain e. doubt even that 
there bo.l:I been a delibera.te intention to perpetrate a wrong. 
The Bill has been brought in because the Governor·General 
in Council has been pormitted to have only an imper­
fect understanding of what is best for the country and for the 
Europeo.n community. The Viceroy has the strength of a gi nt, 
but we mil., be assnred that he will not act tyrannically toward8 
his own countrymen. Evtlry public utterance of his breathe. 
a gt'nerou8 courtesy. As a statesman and I!-n Eoglisnmall he 
will pay ' consideration to what you represent and to your 
feelings in the matter. He will recognise that in pressing 
forwlI.rd to what be may :tully be persuaded is a great 'Principle 
it is impolitic-I quote expressions made use of by Lord 
Stowell-to break through every other great principle thll.t 
8tands in the way of its.establi hment. He will be persuaded that 
he will be discharging his duty if he provided for the exiilLlng 

• oees. ion, and 1 a.ve for future wisdom to provide for fut.ure 
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times. He will not attempt to prevent a suspected inju8tice 
towa.rds the natives by committing an act.ual iuju Lice toward. 
his own couutymen. My fri nd Mr. tJbert (bisses) nay I 
insist on being permitted to call him a. frieud-I am certaill 
he would not have introducfld this measure if he had. known 
that there was 0. strong f eling against the change, and I be. 
lieve when once Bis Exc llen y appr iates four true 
f elings in the matter, he will admIt hi mistake and 
the Bill will be withdrawn. It is human to err, a.nd a 
display of strength and manline s of cha.racter to admit 
an error when it is s n that there has b n an 1'1'01' COID­

mitte~:l. Let us hope that His Exc Hency may reeogllitlethat ho 
bas made mi tak (hear, h a1'). If he does perceive thi8 
we may be assured that he . I admitt it, for IS he oot all 
English gentlema But, gentlemen, if Bis Excellency 
doea not sea the error of hi ways, all is not lost; you 
have all appeal to Parli ment and to H r Gracious Ma.j ty. 
It is painful to contemplate a stat of circumstanc s which 
makes it possible to doubt whether this meeting will be re­
garded as an influentia.l one! There are here present not 
merely the repl'esentatives of the Eu!' pean communitr, but 
the whole~f the European community of Calcutta a.nd 10 the 
district within maoy miles of Oalcutta.. I s e b ides, II. large 
body of th community to which I belong, Greeks, orman8, 
and Frenchmen. I distinguisb aloin this d nse crowd 
Oriental Jews who have all come to 1 nd you their support and 
to countena.nce this meeting. This is no (arty qu tlon: the 
most excellent Tory and the most Radica. is at one on tbe 
subject. The matter is one of National 'on cern (loud ch rs). 
There can be no dou1t that your countrymen in England 
wiJllisten to you (cheers) and our beloved Queen, who has 
throughout her. glorious reign sllOwn a.nxious solicitude for tho 
grea.tness of ber country, will not n.lIow the cry of her p ople 
who. UppOl't her throne to b disrega.rded (cheers). In what 
ever you do, tbe Arm nian community, to which I have the honor 
to belong. claims th privilege of j ining you (cbeer). Even 
if n:> selfish motive existod, we would be eager to SUI port you 
in acknowledgment of the d p d bt of gratitude which we 
owe to the 'great English no. :on. We guage the strength 
and depth of the f eling tha.t has been exciL d. We are 
eonvinced tha.t you are tlincere in your belief tha.t if the 
measure be pa.ssed, there will be a. feeling of insecurity 
spread throughout the Europea.n community in the districts. 
We. appreciate that such a. feeling will detor th invest.ment of 
British capital and hamper the employment of Brit.i h labor, 
and'in the result seriously prejudice British trade in India and 
affect the future welfare of the country (loud cheet.). 
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. . 
The Resolution was then put and carried with universal 

acclamation. 
l\b. MURDOCH (of Messrs. Moran &, Co.) moved the third 

Resolution, which was as follows:-
That a Oommittee be formed consisting of the following 

gentlemen :-
Messrs. Keswick, Flemington, W. L. Thomas, A. B. Miller, 

G. H. P. Evans, J. G. Apcar, J. H. A. Bra.nBon, Ezra., 
Gubboy, :Finter, Madge, Murdoch, Cruickshank, with power 
to add. to their number, for the "purpose of preparing the 
memorials aud petitions in torms of the last Resolution. . 

He said it was not because he did [Jot feel strongly on thls, 
lJubject, but after the able and eloquent speeches which ha.d 
been d~liver d, and which haa been so natiently listened to, 
his feeble words would have little or no eig,.1t with the meeting, 
and that wa.s tbe reason why be contented himself with pro­
posing this Resolution. (Loud 'cbeers.) 

Mr. CRUIOKSHANK (of Messrs. Hegg, Dunlop & 00.) se­
conded the Resolution. 

The Rev. Mr. FINTER, President of the Eura.sian and 
Anglo-Indian Association, in supporting this Resolution, said 
that if he bad beon asked to speak he I'e as a parson,r he could 
have deliverod a very long sermon about the stirrers up of 
strife; but it would not have been for them, for he thought it 
was evident that tbey were here for the prevention of strife be­
tween two good racos,-races which had both of them their 
good points. (Cheers.) The strife which would be stirred up 
would be felt in ev ry tea qarclen, give rise to wrong and un­
just and foolish ideas in every village school, and might pel'~ . 
petuate for years Iltl'ife which would do incalcuill.ble harm (loud 
cheers); and he would say, as a Christian parson, evil 
be to him tlll'"t stirreth up strife. It is not 00 our hea.d . It is 
only 0111' rights that we nskfor; it is nothing'ext.ran ous. It is what 
our forefathers fought for for us before they droamed of India, 
and wherever the l!;nglishman went abroad, surely it was under­
$tood tha.t he carried his rights a.s a citizen with him. 
(Oheers.) H he went to Turkey, he found himself there in 
the arms of hi Queen. (Loud cheers.) A '1!urkiflh Magistl'll.te 
would not be a.llowed to touch him. In Egypt, in Ohina, he 
,.,as safe; in the far south, it might b hund ads of miles awa.y, 
he wa.s safe, and his safety was insured by the pI' sence of 
H. M.'s men-of-war. It w only here that Englishmen gave 
up a. portion of their privileges, that the Rulers sought to de­
prive them of their rigbts. They ga.ve up some of their pri­
vileges in lSU, and now, because of that eouces ion, the Go­
vernment wanted to make us surrender everything, aDd you 
answer "No." (Loud applause.) All those who were really 
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80cial ma.nner were now regrotting their n.cquios no in the 
compromise of 1872. And who wor/;l crying out against the'l(j 
privil ges? Why some of the natives, who were- full of pri. 
"iIeges themselves. The first ste)) of the East India. C mpo.ny 
was to secure to the rra.tiv s not only justice but r SPl'ct 
for even their most a.bsurd privil ges. Tb y gave them not 
only every facility for the practice of th ir religion, but 
recognised their caste Cl1stow as' well. Thoy r cognised tho 
.erivileges of the Bengalce bove tb1;l privil g s of the son of iha 
Queen. The la.tter could be forced into a Court of Law, but 
the Government would not take away from the oonquer d race 
in India a single privilege which th y claimed by prescription. 
Were English men to be below he daugh ter of a khan8amalljee? 
(Groans). Were t to be f ced to break the 1,raditiona o( 
eenturies at tbe will of men who knew n itller th m nor tho 
natives? (Prolonged cheers). It was not th y or h that 
would suffer if they allowed this law te b cani d out. In 
Calcutta they could bave nearly every s curity for th proper 
administration of justi e. But it WILS the scattered Engli hmen 
and Eurasians of the M of'us il ttlR.tr would suff r, and it was their 
duty in Calcutta to stand up for the 11" ak and h lpless of their 
mce. (Cheet's.) And tb y must recollect that this was but 
the thin end of t,h wedge. What was proposed to bl} given to 
only first class Magistrates now, must in tlie euJ, on the same 
principle, be given to second,class and uItiwlttely even to tholle 
below, so tha.t any 080 hlliving the office of a Judg/;l might ha.e 
power over the liberty and the property of the Briton from 
home. But the sa.dd st point of all was that the Europeans in 
India renny deserved this treatment, thl'ough their apathy as a 
class. (Hea.r, hear). They were not selfish in social nor in 
religious matters; their alms fei' charities, for hospitals, for 
ehurches, and cha.pflls, and cnools, proved that, and in tlIis 
both English a.nd Eurasians had shown the race they ca.me from. 
But they were selfish I\.S a politicn.l community; none looked 
enough to tne general interests of the body; they left their tra. 
ditions as citizens behind' them. There was no Calcutta. There 
were here and there institution ; h re a Chamber of Commerce, 
there a Tra,(les' A sociation. But herejwas Calcutta i' (Hear, 
bear.) He t. new that neither the Govern men t n or India ever beard 
ita voice., and how could t.hey teU what Europeans wanted? So let 
them tale the 1e3son home, and be bettElr prepared in the fu­
ture. This proposed legislation was only toe outcome of a long 
series of vagarie of philosophical Radicalism. They had bren 
tried with the Iri h, with Egypt, with the Zulus, a.nd with what 
result? (Laughter). When would they learn that the British 
race could not mlc on ~hose princivles ~ TLtey were not like 

'B. FDiTER. 
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the French a.nd the Spaniards, wbo could a.malgamate with 
.ubject ra.cee and lose their individual and social charaw­
teratic8. 

Mr. Finter then impressed upon thl\ a.udience the fact that 
a public meeting wa.s only the first step, and a.fter the grand 
demonstra.tion in that hall came the work organisation. 
Let tbem organise a permanent, strong, a.nd financially 80und 
body which will be able to tell the Governm nt, wbether the Gov­
ernment ~ant it or not, what the feelings of the European com­
munity are on any mea.sur that ma.y come before them. Let 
them recollect that on this and allsimila.r questions they were aU 
one, from the lowest Eurasian to the highest of Englishmen, 
(hear, bea.r) and that it cannot but be 80 as long as we are 
here. He was very glad to see the representative of our 
fa.therla.nd, the German Consn General, nd the represcntJ.­
tive of that most ancient of Ohristia.n Kingdoms, Arm(>ni~ 
giving their a.id and sympathy, and felt assured tha.t, if they 
only all stuck together, the voice of such a meeting as t.ha.t 
'Would be heard by their fellow-countrymen even as fa.r as 
Westminster. (prolonged cheering.) 

The Resolution was una.nimously carried. 
On the motion of Mr. Cruickshank, a hearty vote of 

tbanks was then passed to the chair, and on a call from the 
chair three hearty vigorous British cheers were given for 
H. M. the Queen, a.nd, led by Mr. Branson, the Na.tional 
Anthem wa.e sung with the greatest enthusiasm. 

The va.et assembly then dispersed lot 6-~ P. x. 

lh.FINTEn.. 
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THE "TIMES." 
March 1 • 

• 
TO THE EDITOR. OF TIlE TIMlilS. 

Sm.-As I was the prinoipal author of the meaatn'e as to 
criminal prooedul'e in regard to Europeans in India, which it·s. 
now ~ropoBod to alter, and as I obsorve tbat my nnOl bas boon 
mentIoned on several oooasions in the discussions on tbe !~lterationlJl 
now propos d to be made, you will perltars, allow mo to giv 110m 
explanations on a subJect which is very lmperfectly unde1'8tood in 
England. 

I.n this, as in most other 0!UIC8, itis neoessa.ry to understand the­
history of th Jaw in order to nppreciat,e its present c ndition and 
the changcs proposed to be made in it. 'l'ht: Pl'p.s nt ol'iminallaw of 
India ha gt'own fr t.wo disti t roots, the Mubow dan Ltw and 
tbe law of England. h Mabomedan law was introd\1c d by the 
Mogul conquerors, and was found in force by the Englillh wben. 
our power was first established in India. It was administered at. 
fi1'8t by native Cout·ta, mol' or 1 s und r En~li h snperin­
tendence. Engli 1 magistl'l1tes and Judg!'s, assisted by Maho­
madan law officers, el' afterward8 substituted f r the native 
Judges, and as experience acomulated tbc system of local Court .. 
now DStin all over Indi WIlS slowly elaborated. It con8ists of 
a High or hif Cow·t in each province, a &8siona Judge, in some­
cas R, assisted by additional 01' joint Scasions Judg , and magi.­
tratrates ofvariolls grades, with carefully. defined powe1'8, in aoh dis­
trict. The High or Ohief Court i.e the ultimate Court of Appeal; th .. 
&ssions Judies may be compared to our Rsize Oourt.; magi .. 
tes of the first class can sentence up to two years' llarll labour, and 
those of th lecond and thit'd emlses have similar but les8 e1tcnsiv~ 
powers. These are tbe Oourts by which the old Indian Oriminal 
Law-namely, the Mahomedan law, modilied in many wayll by 
Regulations and Acta ()f the Indian L gislntive Bodies, and some 
princi~les and definitions introduced from the law of Englaud-wu 
adminlstered down to the yel.l.1' 1 1. 

Side by side ith them existed the Oourts which adm..inietered 
the criminal law of England to European British subject.. In a 
very few words, tbeir history was aa follows :-Mayors' OOurtll "'erG 
establiahed in Calcutta, Madras aDd Bomba.y far baok in the 1 tb 
century. They weI' succeeded by tho Supremo Oourts, afterwa.ro. 
established in the same placea, and for th Ie in 1861 were substitut­
ed tho prcscnt High Courts, a. 10 rth Higb Court being added at 
Agra, which W8.8 afterwarda removed to Allababad, Tbeee Oourts, by 
the combined lIoot of t!\e Acts whicb establishecl them, ond tbo 
Oharters which were r;rantcd aDder powers given by the Acts, 
exerciaed over European British subjects throughout the provinces 
in which they were situated the ~w rs of the Court of King'. 
Bench in England. They were onginally intended IlS a ehcelc, in 
the interest of Europeans resident in India, upon tho 
~t pow l'B conferred upon the Governor·Gen raj, and Gov rnors 
In OOaDcil. It would be lmposaible to explain fnlly how important 
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t.his function was without giving an aecount of the legisll1tive and 
executive powers of t,he goveI'lJ.ing bodies of British India· but 1 may 
88.y that the eriatcnco and the full ef!iciencJ: of these OpwiS have 
always been regarded by Europeans m India, and partIctllady by 
non.offioial Europeans, a.a then' stt'ongcst and beat security for the 
ma.intenaJlol), as rega~d8 themselves, of the ~eDerat1 principles 
of government to WblCh they are accustomed III lWlglaud'. The 
lIla.bomcdall Oriminal Law was nev,er at any time applied to ElU'opean 
British subjcctll. The Supreme and the High Oourts, i.n their origi,­
nal criminal j1il'isdietion, administered the criminal law of England 
with certain modifications according to the English system of crimi. 
nal procedure. 

For a. long time the Oourts I have named were the only Courts 
in India which had jurisdiction over EW'opeans, though the Ohief 
C~u·t of the Punjab and the Recorden' COllrts ill BUl'mah after. 
wardsrecekt!d slwh jurisdiction. f)ertoin ma$!strates, distinguisl). 
ed as justices of the peHce had, hQ:oWever, pQ.\ffl tQ. fine Eur~pCj\n8 
up to Re. 500 for petty o:tIenoos. 

In 1861 the Penal Oode, passed in. 1 60, became law, and super­
laded both thc erimina1. law of England;19 eoncemed .EU/.'opeans 
and the modified Mabomedan law as concerned natives thrOtlghou' 
India; but the procedure and jurisdiction of the COUI·ts remained 
uaaltered. till long aUel'wardil, though in 1861 a. codc of cI'iminal 
procedure which did not apply to the High Oourts, a.nd coneoqucnt­
ly not to tbe trial of Europeans, wns enacted for. the l'CCll.latlOn of 
the proceedings of the istrict Courts. 
. In this state of the}a;w the position of European Britisll Bub­
jects undoubtedly did constitute a seriouB practical grreval1ee. In 
the rcmoter parts of the country they nearly enjoyed s m£'thing 
equivalent to lropuni.ty in oriminal oascs which were not of sufficient 
importance to attroot special attention. The e1'!pense and delay of 
pl'ocuring a trial at Olrlcutta for an o11'6nce committed, sny, in a 
tea. p\a.ntation ill Assam, practically prevented pro8eeutions. 
Thi. grievence was more and' more strongl,.- felt. as tIle ~rowth of 
trade and the use of E~li.ah capita.! ill l'lulways, plantations, and 
other things introduced mto India a large nu~bev of Ear0peo.ns of 
.. 01&8B likely to commit crimes. . 

In 1872 too Oooe of Oriminal Prooedure passed in 1861 w. 
I'e.arranged, l'('·enacted, and in some particulars amendeiL One of 
the mOlt imp&lItant of the amendmclIts related to Europea~ Blitiab 
Bubjects. Tae matter was very earefully considered, and the l~d­
ing representatives of the unofficia.! European poplllatio. were 
consulted lIpon the viewB which had either oecurred or been sug., 
~ted to me, I, 8S legal member of Cotmcil, having ehllorse of the 
~iU. The scheme propoied and adG}?ted WIW t.his.;-MagistrataB (If 
the fir&t ciase, being Eul'opeall. Bri.t)sh subjects:rnd justice. of the. 
~o (i.e., being Ilpecially authorized), were om:powered to sentence 
European British 8ubjeets up to three months' Imprisonment an4 a 
flue of Rs. 1,000. Seslliol18 Judges, being EW'opean British sub. 
jects, wore empowered to sentenco them up to 12 months' i.mprison­
ment and II. fine. In mQt' serious CRSCS EUl'opean British subjects 
were to be tried by t11 High Courts, the Chief Court of the Yunjab • . 
or the Recorders' Cow:ts in Burmah. This great innovation upon 
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the la.w as it had exi ted up to tha.t date-that is to say, lor more 
than a. century-was ba.eed on the following considcrations :-To 
ha.ve subjected Europeans unresorvedly 1.0 the jurisdi tion 
of the district Courts would htl,ve been, and would bav been 
felt to be an intolerable hardship. Th y bad n v rbi' 11 
subject to the eli tl'ict Oow·ts. They had up to that tim bo:> n 
entitl d in all cases to trial by jury in what w r 8ubsLontiuJly 
English Coorts, stabli hed principally for tbe expr ss purpose of 
ma1i:ing their p I'sons and prop lty s cure, and they I' gnrd d these 
pti.vilo:>ges, togethel' with the 1?rotection to their p rson!ll liberty 
supplied by the powcr of the Hlgh Coorts tv i8SU wI'its of haboc,s 
carpU8, as their great safeguru:ds against official oppression, and 
also against the fal' more serious dang r of pel'secution by fals 
pccusa.tions on criminal charges in a.country where such a cusa.­
tious ILrc the commonest methods of revenl!:0 nd extortion. On tho 
other band, it seemed and no do bt it was, both gl'ievanc and a 
scandol that the llLI' and incr asing European po,PuJation estab. 
lished in various Pl.wts of the country should pl'l\ctl 'a.Ily njoy im. 
punity for nearly all their crimes, It WILS thought that the J' medy 
provided by the Bill of 1872 wonld rE!'move the l'Cal gri van 
upon the natives without introducing a new gri 'van e to the 
Europeans, The code gave an e1licient and somewhlLt summary form 
of trial, generally speaking without a jury, forwbat, spcaking rough. 
ly, might be compared to cases cognizable in England llnd J' tho 
SUlllDla.l'Y ~risdiction Acts a.nd a t the Quarter SeBBions, and it left 
the jurisdiction of the High Courts in more serioUil cases as i~ 
always hau been, 

It is, no doubt, contl'at'Y to some notions carr nt in 
England to make distinctions between the Cl;minal liability of 
different classes of persona, thot1~h even hlll'O t.hc principle 
that a man should be tried bT hie peers, !\nd thaI. Ilppli. 
cation of it whioh in cases 0 1.1' Mon and fclony gives a 
special tt-ibunal to peers of the l' aIm, form ;part of tb la.w of 
tbe land, In other parts of the world the pl'luoiple is flU' more 
cxtensiv ly acted upon. Special tribunlLIs for Europeans .xist in 

hina and Japan, in Turke" and in Egypt and tll l' is frob y 
no part of the world in whwh thcre are ao many persona laws as 
in India. Not only ill' Hindoo and Mabomedan law administered 
by every court in India in all cases conn cted with inbeJ;tance and 
many other subjects, but even in critllinal matters the feelings of the 
natives and their practices as to personal appearanc and th ~ving 
of evidence in public are studiously l' spec ted, 1£ the WIfe of 
the Viceroy had to testify sbe ,,"ould ha.ve to do so in a manner 
from which a "Mahomedan mal'l'ied lfl)mlLn of low rank lfould bo 
excused, I should doubt if there was any part of Lhe world in 
whioh the ommon sentiment of the bulk f Lhe popUlation would 
a.cquiesce s naturally in the notion that Englishmen muet be tl'ied 
by men of taeil' own l'a.(:e and colour, 

As t· the pra tical 8u~cess of tbc 8ystem tbus estahlished two 
rema.rks will be sufficient, In the first place, the C de of Ol1minal 
Procedure of 1 72, alter llll.ving been in force for I n y'ars, WIl8 
last year re,enacted and extended in its operation to tb High 
Courts, which bad prcvious y bad tbeu: own procedure. A vtLl'iety 
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of altera.tionl and amendments were introduced iuto the lIew mea­
lure, which in the ordinary couree must have been submitted for 
their remarkll to the differ'ent local Governments, but the part of 
the code which related to Europea.n British subjects WIIS re-enacted 
without any alteration of importa.nce, :md the new code ca.me iuliO 
force on the 1st of J anuary,l883. Why it should be considered necee· 
10.1'1 to lLDlend in 1 a Hill wbich bad been carefuU considered and 
re-enacted in 1882 [am at a loss to ima~e. TOls in its"lf seeml 
to Ihow that there can be no solid Pl'<J.CtlCaJ reason for the cha.nge 
propo8ed to be made. 

In the second place, even stronger evidence on tltis subject 
il lupplied by the natur of the PI'oposed change. It is one of 
thOle changes which condemned themsclves. What is proposed, 
.. Iltat.herfl'Om the tcl·grams and reports in your columns, 111 not 
to abolish the distinction between Europeans and nathr~, so as t,() 
introduce subata.ntilll equality r etween tlJll..m in the matter of 
criminal justice, but to modify a privileg'l:\'"'which in all its main 
features is to be maintain d. The exclusive jurisdiction of the 
High Oourts, the Sessions Judges, ana the firs t· class magistrates 
over European British ~ubjects is still to be maiutained. The 
Judge who cl;I.n sentence a native to death is still to be unable to 
lentence an Engltshman to more than a year's imprisonment; the 
magistrate who ean 8 ntence a native to two and in some case8 to 
seven years' imprisonm nt is still to be confinod to three mouths in 
the caBe of an Englishman; tho course of appeal is still~ in cel·tain 
respects to be dUf l' nt; th High Courts are still to h;we exclusivA 
jurisdiction over EUI'opeans iu all oasos l'equil'in~ mOl'e than a. 
year's impl-isonment, but henceforth a native SlOns Judge or a 
native magistl·ate is to be all wed to try Ellropeans, who can at 
present be triod only by Europeaus. This is called removing 
anomalies. It se ms to me to be' a measure wb.ich from tbe point of 
view of its originators is worthless, fol' it do s not produce unifor­
mit1 or anything the least likc it, while from the point of view of 
those who oppose it it is most formidablc; for, Elxcept as an aBser­
tigp of thc false and infinitcly dl.ngcl'01l8 principle t.lll~t no legal 
di1tinCtiODS at all ought to be reeogniz d bp.&wecn Europeans and 
natives in India., the chango has no vlI.lne and no meaning. 

To consider the matter on its immedia.te m !'its, and apal1; from 
tho larger prinl'lipl s which it mvolvea, I may obsel'vo that it is a 
question on which official and unoffichtl Enropeans in India. take 
'Very diffel'ent vicwA. Thcre wa~ ten years ago, and I 11 fe 
every reason to believe that there still is in India. an 
appreeia.bl degree of jealousy b tween the official and non­
official Europeans. The offieial Europ an is pl'aotically in DO 
da.nger of criminal PI'OS cutions, and hilS never quite lost the 
feeling that the Supr me Oourts and their SUthle880re, the barrister 
Judges of th High Oourts, who are in some sort tho representa­
tives of the pl'ivileg s of unofficinl EUI'opeans, are more or lesa 
intl"Uders on the auth l'ity f the civilians who are the representa­
tives of the s rvants of the Coml?any. The very change which is 
DOW ~roposed WIlS pl'o~oBed by mment m rubel'S of the Oivil Service 
in 1 (2, though on dJ'/ferent priuciples and in a totally diJrenmt 
Ipirit from that iu which it seems to have been introdueed on the 
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present. occasion, Notbiug WII.8 then said as to the r movnl of 
anomalies, nol' was tbCl'C at tha.t tim allY uppal'cnt. disposition on 
tho part of tho G6vc\'llm('nt to attempt put JiJul'opeau$ and 
natives on an eqllality, 'l'he proposal WII.8, 110 ;\revcl' rej cted on 
accouut o~ the strong fcelillg on the subject of tho non-offioj&! 
EIll'OpeanB, 

Both my Indi:m and Dly EUlflish xp'l'icncc lcnd me to sym. 
pathizc strongly in t,bis matt l' with tu n n·offici!~l Europeans, It 
seems to mc most I'ight and natural fol' /luy Oll a \18 d of a dmo 
and about. to be trier! h:[ It Jndg who d >('id('s botu 011 the !act and 
the law to wish to be trwd, jf l)Ossiblo by a Ulan of bis wn 1'I\0e 

and colour, who speaks his 0' 11 language; and pl'esuUlILbly onters 
,into and uuderstands his fe lings, lJ Engli hUlJLll ill Indi!L is a. 
foreigner in a strange oouutry, noel 1 C 11 hal'Jly ilUll~jne a more 
distl'cssing po itiOIl than tuut, ' y, of a I'lLilway glUml, who baving 
misoon<luct,('d hims wbeu dl' k, is brought up t(J be tl'i 'd belore 
Do man who has no sort of kuowlcdg f him 01' syu •. pILLhy with 
him, and only haLf uudal'stlmds bill1, If it is suld that 0, na.tiv8 ' 
befol'e an English Judge is ~nu.lJy iU off, it is hlLrdly h'lle, for 
very ffOl~t i8 m;:tde to fuuliliat'JzQ English Judgcs with both the 

lllnj;uage of the conutl'y ILnd the (lhlll'lLoters of the nativ ,whereas 
natives have no famili.uity at nll witu the oharaoter of the lowel." 
olass of English, nnd faw know O\U' l:l.ngultga well enol1gh to ad­
nlinistcl' ;ijlstioe in it, In so faJ', however, as the obs l'vation is true, 
it pro" II too Uluch, for it i based upon a defect inseparable fl'Om 
the e1istence of the British power in India, 

It has b en obscrved ill muny articles, some publisbed in the 
P'meB. that if the Government of India IJavp decided n l' ,noving 
aU auomalies from India, they ought to remove LhoD1S -lve8 and 
their cou:ltrymen, Whether 01' not that mnde of (!X,PI' saion ciln he 
fully jnstified, there can, I think, be no doubt that it 1S impossible to 
imagine any policy more fearfully dallg'rou8 and 1ll0re e !'Lain, in 
ca.ee of failure, to I ad to r suits t,o which the Mutin,{ woul be child'. 
play than the policy of shifting the foundations ou which th(' 13l'itilh 
Goverument (Jf India, reats, Jt i8 c8s!lutially IJ,lt l~hs()lutl) Govern. 
ment, foundcd, not (J1l conscnt, hut on 'Onf)llllst, It docs lIot I' 'pre­
sent the native pl'incipl 8 of lilt: 01' of govel'UUlent, a.uc1 it cuu uever 
do sO until it rep' csuuts 1,eatllOnUJUl and barbarism, It represents 
R bdligerent civilization, and no ItIlolualy ean he so at ikiDg 
or so dangcl'ous as it" admtrliatrution by men who, being 
at tbe head of a Govel'llment found upon conglIest, im. 
p)vin~ at every poillt the sup::l!'iority of the con'luel'ill" 1'O\CO, of 
their Ideas, thE'h' iustitutions, tbeil' opini ns, and their pl'lDcipl., 
and having n(> JusUfieation fol' its xisteDce exocpt that supcriol-ity, 
Ihl'ink fl' '111 he ollen, ullcoll1promisiug, strnightfol'WUl'd U3BC1'tiol1 
of it, s~ck to pologize for tbcil' own position, and reiu (" fl'Om. 
whate\'er can e, to upheld and support it, I hould ba 60l'l'y to 1&7 
II wOI'd whi h could eUlbllrt'Il>SS any Vic ),oy ill tbe discharge of the 
weightiest,tuil nlOst delicate dutie wbich oan be impo cd 011 nny of 
Het' lbjosty's s\1bjccte; Jmt UlI1(;h {Ii th lallguall'c laLely Iwld 1.1.8 to 
loeal govel'ument, cducd.ti n, and some other 8\lbj cts has fWd me, 
as t? my knowledge ~t haa 1Uled othCl'i who are inwreatod in India. 
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wit.h aJlprehension, and I do not 10 the least wonder tha.t th Buro­
peans In India sce in tbe proposed change II bout criminal procedure 
• Iymptom, all t.ho lUor formidable because in itsclf it ia alight 
and utterly needl S8, of u u('w)'minRLiou to try to govern Iodia up­
tnl principles inconsistent. with t.he foundations on wbich Briti.h 
power rests, 

I am, iI', youI' ob . di 'nt !!ervaDtir, 

J, F, STEPHEN, 

Ma'l'ch :?, 
'1'0 TIlE EDITOR 011' THE TIMES, 

SIR,-Will you allow me to add a few linea to the letter fro. 
me wbiel~ you published this morning under tbe above title P 

I ollgbt. Lo have stated expfeitly thal4d,he Code of Criminal 
Procedure of I 7 .. 11.8 ol'i~inally druitcd did not limit the jurisdic. 
tion ovel' European Bl'itlsh subj cts to mngistl'lltes IUld judges who 
wore themselves European BI'itish sulJjects, The limitation wu 
intl'Odueed by the Sci ct Oommitteo to wlJicb th Bill WII.8 referred. 
after 1\ cal' 'fnl considerat.ion of tbe l'iticisU1S nnd observati()DI 
made on the Bill by [b 111l'~O llUUlbel' of perBonB, official llnd other. 
wi8e, Th BiU !l ad b n be£ol''' tb~ public for a considerable time 
-certainly mUllY monLhs-befol'o the linnl dis '\lasion llptiU it, and 
was bl'ou~ht into its final shape after 1\ most elaborate xamhl&tioa 
of the different cl'iLi('isfilB wluch it called fort-h, 

I aID, yow' obedient SCI'vant, 
M,,,.ch I , J. F. STEPHEN. 

Ma)'ch 3, 
TO THE EDl'rOR OF THE TIMES, 

SIR,-Will YOll permit Ole to a.dd my testimony and "PUU01l 
to those of MI', Justico Stephen upon this vOl'y Impo tant IUb­
~ect, in wbicb, thollgh I caunot spea.k with an aucbority approaoh. 
lng biR, yet loug expericnce perhaps ntitles me to be beard P 

Inm ontil"'ly with lliru and with nil thos who sec with I't'­
gret nnd n1rU'lll legisl . t,ivc and aumLnisLl'utiv' I11CuSlIl'ea adopted tty 
the Oovcl'lllD ~nL of lnditi wluoh.hu,v' notbinl:( hetter to recom­
mend thelll thun tho sllpposoil ID cctlssity fOl' the I'omova] of aDO. 
malie • o~ tho d·~ Il\~ive laCa. th:!.t tb 'ol'ie of government wl!ioll 

oOl'l'cd, or, ut ICllst,. \InlW idllblo 1I to Englaud, are &quail,. 
IIplJlicaLlll Lo In,lia, u h expel'iwllnLs 01' noLionll usually origl. 
uato with those who irupo1'ft'otly undcrstnud the .:onditiona of Clur 
B 'ny il\ lndiu, who fUl'gct. thl1t ou\' mis3iou it! to rllltJ India, and 
thlit l'ulin' is (lnly po ible 80 long II.ti we ml\intain and l'ecoguise 
OUI' own supcriol'ty, 

I am convinced that it i right aUll nec. as:lry to leave el'iminal 
:hllilldiotipn over EUI'ope~ British snhjects as I~ g\:nel'l~ll'\ll11 in the 
hlWds of Judges and ma~lstru. tes who nre thcmscivt's European 
British subjects; and that tlI instances iu whIch it would be IIlfl 
to depart fl'OUl that rule are for the pI'esent eo rare that it i, Dot 
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worth while to le~ia)l\.te rot' ttlcm. It muat be l'elllembel'cd tltat 
the moat valid oUJ""tion liICl')Y to be taken by an Englishm/Ullivina' 
"up the oouutl'Y' in ludil~ is not ,to . being tried :fOI' otl'<!noe. 
thut he hus cummitted; but £01' offences thut 11 haa n t 
committed, In the illvcs1igation (If criminul 8a's in that 
country. theallegntion of the Rccused thnt t.he charge i wholly false 
IUld trunped.up OCCUI'S \lith Il fl'cquency quite unknowu.in England, 
IUld it is quitc certain tlmt pel'S ns IV ho 111\9 , fut' an, sort o£ ll.UI!E', 
incurred them.will of influential p uple, otoh 8 ction ofth om· 
JDunity. are in a high dl'gl'tle subjl'ct to hll.rtlssm nt in th shape of 
false complaints, ' 

Long observation haa shown me that in gen ra1 ull.tivc judgt· 
in India proceed, in tb format! u of tb ii' judgolcuta,o. go d d~1I1 
lesion tlie actual ttwgible cvidel) e IJ('fol' Lhcm than upun theil' 
eatimate of the pl'obabiliti s of tbe case, 'fbis being so, it. necdij no 
argument to show how indispensabl it is tbut the 'mlg 01' wagis. 
trate wbo i8 to tl'y u EnrtJi b 11 11 wbat i8 po ilibl! a f'ulae tI. • 
cllaat.ion Ihould be tbol'on ~~'bly I~hl!l to ju.lac f the lIlntlVl.~S. hfL1itl:, 
and rule. of conduct wllich wonta gov"Jn that Engliahulun, and tbi. 
il a thing wh:cb can be si\id f Ytlry few Indians. In alLying .0, 1 
do not a.t all forget 01' impugn th remal'k fl' quoiltly made that 
Nl.tivea Ilre IIhl'ewd jur.lgea of chu1't\ctcl", 0 th Y OfWll 01' ill respect 
(It pet'ihlDl uodel' tbcir constant uhs l'I'otion. IlIlt this faculty wonllt 
not bclp t.hem in comio~ to a ('011 'iUdion ILII to the onduct of n 
toreiguur whom they s e ful' the first time when bl'OIl Yilt b"fu)'l' 
th.ml on .. ~l'i,lIJin81 chal'ge, 

J antioipote th" answer that it is pI' l)Oaed to eonr"l' t.ho jlll'is. 
diction only on cel'tain classes of D1ngi~ll'a t~s, liS to WIIOUl thl'I'c is 
lowe gltltl'lilltee fOl' theil' compctu}<'I', ,ut ill lh(· Can,t })Iocf' 1 .Ill 
not bt:tieve in the expel'imont tOPlJing al 1 he 1'\,('0110 eel 1i1l1itN, 'I'be 
longin~ 101' absolute symmetry, Ill ' optiulisUl wlliell IS loo l'<,udy to 
believe. wonld be 8Ul'~ tu C.II'JOY 0 (Zoctl'inaite couocil bllyoncla Ijld~>t 
whicb is only Ilo compl'omi!ll', Imll \\. , shonld he told b COI'C long HI/it 
tbe acumen sufficient fot' p nd.l"Ilting olle mun's motiv s WIIS quiW 
good enough lor the casc of t.h' lW:xt mt~n. and th. t t girc juris. 
diction over 999 men to 11. functionul'Y to whom you 1'l'£U eJ it /LS to 
tbe lliIIt. mlUl of the thousand was an anomaly und an injustice not 
to be endul-ed, 

But secondly, I dpny the snffi('iellcy of the glllll'ant c, And it 
here IDay I e well to advert to wllut is helie\'ed to be the l'igin of the 
preswt 1egia1utive stir, It t1pp nl's that Ull JlldirLU g(·ntlem8n. in 
the ranka oUbe Bengal Civil &1'''01', had hddfol' eomctimctbe oftlcu 
of a. Presidenoy Magistrate in 01\1<'~ltta. IUHl thel·o. U.8 a matter ot 
COllrlie, dealt with the CaH<!<I of £'ll"operm Bl'iti"h subject.B, aa well 
.. otbers coming before him. D 'in' aCterwal'ds transferred to an 
IIp-eountry district. and being cooscious of no cho,ll~e in bis JD'oral 
nature, he wa, at a. loss ';0 aC(:OlUlt 101' his being forbidd n to ~xer­
eise at hia new statio:n the same powers which he bad alreAd, ese­
eised elsewhere. Here WIlS Itll "anomaly," and out of tillS 0.­
grew the 8uggeation that jurisdiction ova Emopean B1'itiah lub. 
'oot. might 8.l.f 1y be confidE'd l(, Illitio\) members of ~he Oiril 
~~"icE'. who hl\~ I'e<'eived an English haillil)g, lived arrel, .. lOCi­
,-,od with. Engliehmlln, lUI so iUI't.h, 
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This contention, though not 0 ppal"ellily going fal· enough for 
the GOVCl'l1W nt of Jndia, is, no doubt, ylll.uijible, but it will hal·dly 
bear examination. 'l'lIl· lniliun geutlemau who comes to tbis ·OUII­
try, auult oc tldvunc<!u ill adole c.:nl:C, unu pa ·cs Lwo 01· three years 
in pr p(U"in~ £or the ' rvi!;e, <1cquires liLtll' morel Lhau a SOI·t of 
veneer and ld ccrtainly not tnmblvrwed iuto an Englilluman. 

"Ooolum, nOll IlllilUUUI, umtaut, qni trans UlM·e CUr1"\1n1. " 
But it ws to me c';luuUy desirl~ble on politic ~roundB, a.nd 

fully dcf()]lsiblc, that Lbe 1J:nglish r c iJent should rctam hiB excep­
tional po~iLion. It has b!!('ll stipulat.ed for in Turkq, in Egypt, in 

<Jhinn" and in Japan-why shoulu it not exist in ]ndi F Probably, 
if the privilege werc abolished, no one would be UlON surpris d thun 
the Indian population g nerally; and I veoture 1.0 p.·cdicc that if 
a.ny large extension of Lhe jurisdiction over EnglishlUen takes p1ac~ 
the iUllounity of the official cluss from crimillul proscclltions will 
not last ]()og. 

What wonld inor ase th ourpl'is f~ at the abolition of 
pl'ivileg in this respect is out' scrupulous maintena.uce of (another 
anomaly) tb exemption of nativl' s of nlllk fl'om the oblign.Hon to 
appear ill court pers nnlly as witness B. 'rbis x mption, nllowed, 
11.9 I think, much too £I'eely, rencheu its elim x of nusunlity when it 
was cone d d II. few Y'llr8 Hgl) to It very worthy old fri end of wine, 
gl"lltifieu in his Ia.Ler days yitb the title of NawLLIr, but who hlld 
pass d tb ~ •. 'atm· part of his liie in court as a vakil 0.· pleuder. 

On ono point 1 find myst!1l not quite ill IIccurd willI Sil· Jam('s 
Stephen - nlJd Lhnt is tbe diffl'rclIcc of view 011 tbis subjeet likuly 
to be tak 11 by the officiul lIud the IlOll-ufficinl EUrOpl'llu . The old 
jealollAY to Wllicb he rciers, which WIIS ill full vigour' 5 y('nrs u~o, 
ancl was \lnstulltly stilUlllutcd by a s~ctiun of the Anglo-hidlun 
Pr' A, !tau its origin lU!liuly in the c Clll Siv<.: ~huUlctl'" of (be Chil 
Scrvice-tll{·n a putrODlIg"' en ice-lind hus 1 lUU I, uf its ?·aiBc.n 
d'rtl'c since it hus h '(,11 01 11 to tiny cl ""l" unil nsplctuble lad. 
Autl us to th f' lin::! ('Ilt , .. tnint:u by th ofiioilll Emovcun tOWtll·d" 
tho High Court, w all nlll not xp 'ct, ulld iL is not in fuet thc C8SC, 
thl~t nuy sp~cjal dislik is nt r~aiU()(l f r IL tribuJllll ill whiou a scat 
Wa.8 Rccessihl to IlIly LD UI/)(,I· or tbe Service. 

No doubt, a subordinate magistrate thinks Ladly of tiny /lppel. 
late 111itb rity by which hi dt'uis ions Ill· ouU .. ,d in qu('stion. But 1 
am sorry to say that magi trate bad, nnu som times t" pr seed, a 
contl' mpt for OUlll-tS of Session, vcn ill t 11 I)ld \lnys bcfol'u 1\ re­
forming Lieutenant-Governor hIli split the Service into two ~ c­
tioDa. 

1 DC U notal. pl'oscntlluvort to the iuexp~di"u('y (to use no 
.atronger l'pn'ssion) of nliennliu,!" t1.w (,1ltir 10dy f Europl'un ·I·eli­
tl~nts. who alr /l.dy nre talking of withdl'll·w:u from Yolllut .. , r serviot', 
and" hn is really wOD<1!;'rrul is, not that inexp\' rif'u r<l l~gi Intors 
.bould rashly iut 'ri '''f' with HoLtlcJ qu' tiOUII, buL thul it should 
have sl'.<ltUcd IYorLll whil to ('./[citc. Bll ·h It tunuo.ilfo .. so . vCI·Y small 
an Il.clucv 1U Ilt. Fe.·, /lIt'r all, If all thc lUngl trates III fJl1cbtion 

e' eUlpOWCl"CU and all tb Ellr pealls hitherto n ('ns(;d were 
brought into Lh st' onrlll the SlllU totlll w mil Ilc in igllifieant. 

our ob dient scnunt, ­
LOUIS S. JAOKSON. 
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T THE EDlTOR OF THE TIMES, 

Sm,-I confe8 to sOlUe smp'i th t MI', Justice St pl1 ' n bould 
bavtl committed billl elf to so 11l~hly.fhLVUUl cd 11 d ' nullci:ltion of 
the sUlall changd proposed iu the Inditl.u qrimillul PI'OeM U I'..,. 
without waiLing for the eXpII1Ul\tOJ'Y,PuP I'S )vl,lIch w, are promist:d 
forthwith, u.ud thnt 11 8hol11d blLVelWpOI'~d lUtO In Idt I' au un. 
favoul'uhle opiuion us to 1 'I.) conduct of LOI'd Ripon's Gov I'llment 
in regard to Ill(':!.l g<"'OI'1\11I 'ut, L'IluctLtiol1, u.nrl oUle oth I' sUhjects. 
Our J'eadine s to he guiu ,J oy It m u of Mr. J 1I Hco teph u'" gl'tlll.t 
u.bilily llnd Illinencl' till lhesc latter I1bj t'ds i som wlllit abated 
by the c()usid~l'ati(Jn hi r. he belong to [1, different chool, and not 
vcry lou~ itg caUltJ fOl'wal'll (l f\ 8 I't of thi k,uud·t.iJin apolo iat 
101' Lord Lytton, But. on jul'idic,tl Buhj 'ot lie mn t. cuny IU • 
mense wtlight, A.mI as 1 ul 0 t ok IL J. rR.! part iu th settlI'Ull'uf, f 
t.he Cl'imllllli Proc 'JUI'O Codo f ] 72, 1 v ntlll' to Ul.llJlit 11 \ iew 
whiehsctlIDstoUl omtk it c8il'l\bletownit fOl,tli ':sphUlI ,t Iy 
col'l'espond nce, 

The history of tit ll1aLL rtlp to the SCWI;'Ullmt of 1 i2 
i~ VI\l'>: ole').l'ly gi\'en by MI', J u tice tophen, 1 Look purt III lind 
lwal'tlly ac ('pted tbe compromise bct,wc,m the ab lnt immuuity 
of EU\'(lpen.ns It.ud th eil, oll1plete equality herot tho law whi h Will 

1,11 'n Ill'l'iveJ at, a.n I us n. olcll1b~ I' of Llio Sp cin l Comutitte' I 
ai<>netl thc 1'cport without l'l'St' I've" Hut wl.en (hI' ('llllllkS Wl:I'O 

disoussed in Cuuneil, it wus pl'iull'l1 Ollt that wh I'ca lIudel' tloo 
existiuv i(n.w n justice of th e pUMe UlUdt U ('ither It ('ovellallteu 
ci"i! se{'vILt1t or u. Europl'a,n British 811hjo.;t, the nlllY IllW l'equil'ill" 
tilt! unioll of boUI qunlifioalion wouM cx('lud~ the t.\\'o 01' thr .. ; 
native oivil (lcrva.nts wh lmll (t.\in (1 ~he il' plllC(lS by op n COIllP • 
titions in Eughtutl, flU 1 thut tO l' il' xc:U!!i'"1 WI uld hotla bo 11".j. 
di 118 and iu SOUle Cll eS Ilt.tenJcd with pl'HeLicu l inc Il vcllil'lll'(', und 
a ruotion wus nmde to 1'c\'(!1'1; to th .. or," IlIlel 8,) UIIUlIt th"w, 
Tho question was not thc:I c siJel' (lone of the fil' t iUlpol'wncl' 
and 1 myself a.dmitt. d tlmt I thuught thc Ul'guUleDls PI'('tty ~ll(lJI'y 
bnluuct'd at thJ.t tDg' of til l:! pl'occ..diD~8, I)UL I conelDel 'd tu vot 
101' th m,)I'd lib l'al view, a.nd oa a. clivi i n thel'e weI'!' livl' lOl' thn.t 
view, including till' Viceroy, the C,HlIUll1n]cr.iu.ChicC, the Licuw. 
llant,Gov 1'1101' (I,beu ll1y~rlf), 'it, R, TempI" lind Sil' B, Ellis 
und seven offici.u aud non·official members, iucludiug" MI', Stl'plleu' 
ugainst; 80 til motion was lllst, ' 

On the whole sohjt'ct or jmiadi tion OVj' l' EUI'o(JeulUl, the Eur(l. 
pellll COIllDlI1Dity, ] rtlU hound to "y, bl·huvl"l l'xcl,(·c1ill/o:ly well in 
lSi:!. Th 'y U-C'l,tl'd the COlUj'l'orni C' witlHllIt IlI11CiJ difficulty, lind 
I 8hou:d not IJIlVII bl'I'U in (\ hUI :'V to I'C'OP!!II it [j)I' so (,:uJI)JlIl':ltively 
Bwull a waUr l' 118 tli jUl'i eli lion , a very few lIuti\'(l civjlillU8 (lv/'r 
EDl'oprons in the iutl'riol' without SoUl' imm('diale ('ausl'. P"ll(,liclIlly 
the qUCllti()n now l'ai8~U ill IIclII'ly the Bam'):1.S tha 011 which WI! 
voi"d in 18i2, Bul. upw:1J'{ls (,f tl'U Yl'llla bav I'U8SI'd, Th('I'c mnl 
be very goud I' aSOU8 fol' I'c.openin ' it, 1I1'('ly it is Ll'Lll'l'to walt 
till we Bec th08,~ I'euseu a f 'w dilYS 111'11' e, It sh nld ho und I' toed, 
too. llOW V('l'y small UI(' dlalll;C in practice is, For wany YCIII'S, n. 
Judg'8 oi till' Hil!b 'ourt, ll:ttiv(' have bad nnlimit<,t! ('riminu l 
~~ictiOn over nativ.>s allU EUI'OI)('I1U nli e, EvelY d,1Y nutJvo 

, tratea b'y Euro~an8 itttbc Pl'l;l.8id ncy towns, Tho uD11 que.· 
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tion M whether perhaps balf-a-dozeu na.ti"o civil B~l'Vtmts in 1 he in­
terior JWl.y have 0. power which they will WlI t ra.l'dy Lo alkd on to 
eurciae. 

Yom" obeuicut servant, 
GEORGE OAMPBELL .. 

Ma"oh 5. 

(FIl.OM OOR ' CORUESPONDENT,) 

(By INDo-EuROPJJ:AN TEL1HiIlAPB,) 

Caloutta, Maroh 4. 
It would Lo difficult to (lcse ihc I11H1 would be almost 

imp08siLI for retired Indin.IB to 1 .. ': 1 iz : t be ft.~ling of iutellse 
e:rcit8meut now prevailing throughout lhe country, The entire 

European and. Eum ian communily has h ;)cu stirred to its 
I H'llst, depth s, Tho immcdiate distmbiug eaus is tho 
proposeJ ameudment of the Crimill.tl Pl'o(!cdure, or, n.s it. is nuw 
IoI'cllc.!rally cl\.lll~ll fo1' brevit. , llLel'L's B ill. But LeliilHl'lhi 'l lies ' 
till! do~p-seat U oOllvicLillll tlut tho G')Vtll'lIment, in its anxiety 
to do just,it! to t.h Jlat ives, i eareles as to bow IIlllCh 

injustice it IUllY do t.o th other races, Such n excited 
COlli] it i n of public fc ling has 'rtlrtl1inly not beeu witnessed, 
as I luloVc \) fol' l'l'I1I~\,\;e(l, fli ne th Liwe or tit Mutiny j 

;mll I am nssul',a by men whos Indi:1.11 exp I'i nee 
slrett-hes lUuch fllrlll'I' hru;k tllllll tllnt p riod, that Uley 

nev r knew ;~nylhillg to cquu.l the pr I'ailing xclrelU('ut. 
Even the f'lInoll~ Ubl,1;: A ,ts a~it;~liol1 ill 1 3(l, WaS not 
)Ietnly so widt'spl'c:ttl 01' pl'ofollUl1. Then tit, quc!diou WitS that 
of sUhjecting tlll' pl'')p rly of 1J: :lg1 is I1'11 n to the juri di~tiou 
0( native civil JUdgl" Now t.he infinitely lUor imp I'laut tap 
i proposed of subjecting til iI' libcnies :~nd c1ul.l':tclers to the 
n.,ti\'o orimiual court, Th Bell"l~l Rent Bill, th que Liou of local 
Belf.govel'Ument, tbe Bndg t prospect~, ana nil other suhjects 
wbicb occupil'd public attentioJl n. mouth o.go, have dropped 
entirel.V into tlw background; o.ua til. one t opic of interest 

throughout the Bengal llUU Ml\dras fl'e i'l ncics is libert's DiH. 
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There is les8 ('xcitp.ment in Bombay, the reason of which 
fact is not far to seek. The :Sill, lwoposing as it dOGS to ~ive 
to the native ulagisLl'aies tho Stlmo limiten jUl'ilidiction over 
Europeans :1S i' now possessed by Elu:opean magistrates, will 
have no dired effect 10 tho FresHener tOWllS. 'fhe cJn.ss im. 
meJJiately affected win be tho plltuLel's alld the non-offioials in 
country districts-a (lIt,,·S almost uOl1-exi~tol1t in Bombay. The 

feeling ill the ciH s of dalcllt~a itod Madms arise from 8Ylll­
pa.thy w~th the largo body of our oouotl'ymen in MorussU, and 
also from the oonviction that the n10aSlll'0 will alienate Euro­

pea.n OIlpital, an that it -!s but the first step in course 
of legislat.ioll whi(~h will ult.imately make the position or 
EU1:opeans in auy pltti of Inc1ht unbearable. During the 
last week ·telegl'u,u19 have uC'en poul'ing in from every Entopean 
colony ill India., 1\11 describing meetiogs at which tho Bill 
was condeUlned f without a dissentient voice. .But the great at 
a.nd most-significant protest wu.s that made by Calcutta itself on 
Wedne$day, when as I telegnLl)hed to you, in compliance with 8. 

numerously-signed requisition, 11 publio meeting was ca.lled by 
the sheriff a.t the request of tbe Ohamber or Commerce and the 
trades a.s8ocid.lions. 

All the banles, met'chants' offices, and shops were cloaecl. 
and. b\tsiness w,~s entirely suspcnded during the aiternoOIl. 
IJong 1e£ore the appointed houl' thE'. Town-hall was d,(,DI.ely 

. crowded, tl.ltaost every non-offiuial EUI'opean and Eurasian ill 
the city bp,ing pl"eSent, to),tctitcr wiLu a ~01l8ideru.ule number of 
officials and milita1'Y men-for this indignant feeling, wllich 
ia unanimous among th independent community, is shAred to 
tbe full extont .b, at least nine. tenths of the Government 
lerVlI.nts. All the hoLeI , too, w '(e filled duriQg the day with 
rtlilideuLii in Lho neIghbouring distriets, who bR.d come to join iu 
the protclIot. At 4 o'\)~ocl( the cbir was takel1 I)y t.be aileriif, 
tbe Hon'ulo Robert ~hllel', wllo ill ,1 few WOl'<ls cXI)r~'s8eJ Ilia 
entire f:iympat,hy lVi ~b llle ohjeots of tIle lucetillg. 

lIe had recei\'ed , bEl said; from. all P,Ll'ts of ~ndjl'l. iJ(ters alld 
t~legra.tnlfl th~ mere r ~1.uing \,f whl/·b would OCCUIJy h ?1I1'a, One 
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of these, from a gentleman at Patna, stated that he had just 
ad"ised a syndioate a.t home, which WitS purposing ' to inveel; 
15t lakhs in permanent works in India, that it would be prudent 
to await further ndvicd before embarking in the underta.king. 

The first resolution was then proposed by if, Keswiok, 
partner in the firm of J ardine, Skinner, and Co., and a leading 
member oHhe mel'cantile community. It was as follows :-

"Thai in the opinion of this meeting the BiH for the 
amendment of the Criminal PI'ocedul'e Code is unnecessa.r.v in 
the interest.s of justice, uncalled for by any administrative diffi. 
culty, based 0 11110 sound principl(, and founo d on no expel'ience; 
tbat while forfeiting a mucb.valued, prized, and U'me.hor.oured 
privilege of European Bl'itish subjerts, it nOlJrer~ no benefit on 
the nati~e ; 1\11\1 while imperillin g the libel,ties of European 
Britillb subjec~8, it in no way affords additional prot ol,iou to tbe 
natives; thn.t it will deter the invElstment of British ClLpital in 
this country, hy givin~ rise Lo a. feeling of insecurit-sr as to the 
liberties and sa.fety of Europea,n BriLish ubj~ct, employed in 
Mofussilancl also of their wives Itnd daughters; a.nu that it bas 
already stilTed up on both sides feelings of ra.ce a.nt,ll.gonism and 
jea.lously Buch as bavo nevor bea~. aroused sit'lco tho time of the 
:Mutiny." 

Mt·. Keswick, whose speech was received with great entltU­
siasm and frequent oheer", s:Lid that th Dill, if pa so«, would 
be a most ~rious thing for Eut'OI e.LIU in Lbo l\f ofussil. Th<,y 
would be at the mercy of fl11~o clnr~cs, support 'J I,y l)rihery 
and corruption. Many c:tS S I1g1Linst Europeans hltd Ueen 
brought down from Mo(u it in which the native pow:e, with 
the a.8sistance of false witnes cs, ha.d ,vorkeu up the mOlt 
damning evidence, the falseness of which oul.f the aLility 'of 
counsel procurable in the ca'l'it:Ll h:\d Leeu 1\1)le io hy ba.re. 
Did they thillk that three or fuur .veal' ' residence itl Ell land 
would so ohange the nature aUll ch:w:\,ctel' o( the naLive as to 
make him as well able to judge sllch CI\ e as a Eur pean bClrn 
and bred? Once abolish the existing distioctioD, and he kuew 
not where the prooess of tho ubjectioll of Eqropeanl 
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would stop. The native Press was a.lready condemning 
the Hill as a. halting measure, which did not go far enough. 
and was cla.mouring , to have Europeans and nativel put 
upon a footing of perfect equality. It was not thOle 
who ·would come under the law, but those who would 
administer it who desired the change. What good would 
the measure do to the natives Y It would not cha.nge 
the political relations of races. The Goverom nt could 
doubtless seOllre the a.pprova.l of th native Pc ss by pa.ndering 
to its wishes. Was it prepared to show its trust all thrQugh, 
and abolish the distinction of races in a military as well all in 
• oivil sense? H ad heard'it urged that no gr at mischief 
could arise from such a mea ure, R.8 there would always be the 
right of appeal. Let them not be deceived. In the inu,rior 
where the Europeans were few and scattered, where falae 
witness were procurable at four annas a head, their brot.hers 
or wives,.siaters or daughters, might be convioted 00 the evi. 
d nca of prejured villains, and lie in prison for a. month before 
tbey could be releaaed 01' eVAn appea.l to Calcutta.. The Govern. 
ment had puuli hed th views of itll own s rvants without 
taking the slightest trouble to ascert&.in the -nIjWS of the c1a.eBee 
a.1fected. They must, tcerefore, make their views known by 
every lawful means. FJome telegra.ms stated that the Secrt!­
tary of State approved the Bill. Lord Kimberley could not 
ha.ve been informed of the feelinge of the community on the 
lubject. The English Press in India was unanimous in con· 
demning the Bill. Be was not iI. hater of the natives; ' he h&d 
many friends among them; he admired their virtues, and 
lome of their ambitions; but it would ~ in the far future 
before the natives could &chie a pOllition of confidence in the 
bearts of the Europea.n. aa judges of a Tace whoee na.ture and 
oharacteristic they were as yet ull!lble to undenta.nd. 

Mr. Branson, one of the JQO t prominent members of tbe 
Ca.lcutta. Bar, in seconding th. resolution, expres8eJ hie deep 
regret that this apple of discord should have been thua wilfully 
hurled among them. It h~d thruat the country back: a. quart.,;r 
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of a. century. He could not abstain from casting hea.vy blame, 
on those who had thus set class against class. There wa.s no 

.necessity for the Bill-no grieva.nce, except a sentimental one 
existing only in the minds of a few Bengalee Baboos. Why 
bad the Government not consulted the LiErutena. Gove Dor of 
Benga.l, the Calcutta Higll Court, or the unofficial members or 
Oouncil? He believed that the Government had acted in pone 
ignorance, which was the result of the Viceroy's spendioQ; the 
greater part of the year in seclusion among the hills, 
fat· removed ft'om public opinion. If tbe Government were 
bent on remo\'ing grievances, ~G could point out one which 
caused real difficulties -na.mely. 11e eXemptIOn of native gentle­
men from personal appea.rance in the courts. Only tha.t day he 
had seen the records ' of a case wher a native of . bigh position 
under shelter of this privilege, . bad, by moving from di t.rict to 
district, successfully evaded several commissions for bis ellamina­
tion issued in n civil suit, and had ker t the law at arm's length 
for a. year. He would couclude by picturing the scene in a. court 
in some remote distri t where a zeminda.r, ba.ving a grudge 
agabst n. planter, might, during the planter's ah ence in 
Ca.l utta, trump up a cba.rge a.gainst bis wife, a.pd drag her into 
court before the native ma.gistrat.e, armed with the powers 
whicb the Bill would confer. Wbat wonld be the result if 
the husband returned and entered the court while- the 
cue WII.8 proceeding? He feared bloodshed. Mr. Braneon. 
then resumed his seat amid tremendous cheering. 

The next s~eaker was Herr Bleeck, the Imperial German 
Consul, who said that, although not a. Briti h subject, he "8.1' 

living under tbe laws of this country and anything d()lle here 
would affect his countrymen as much as it would Englishmen. 
He therefore trusted that foreigners in Indin. would SUppOl t the 
resolution. 

The resolution was then put, and carried bi accJ.a.ma.tion. 
I must p8.!lS very hUI'riedly over tbe remaining speeches, 

~bicb were not less strong or less important tban those which 
ha.ve be u sumUl!l'rized. The second resolution, propoled by 
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-----,--------- --------
Mr. I'ittKennedy, senior member of t.he Ba.l', a.nd secondt!d by 
Mr. Pl'a.tt, mR.ster of the 'Trad a Associa.tion, ran thul :-

"Taat memo~ia.ls of protest . be urawn up and oiroulated 
for signature in Bengal and other provinces; anel, when signed 
be presented to the Viceroy and Secretary of Sta.te; and that 
the Sheritf be requested to sign one on behalf of this 'meeting 
That petitions for the prvtection of the righ~s, privileges, and 
liberties of Her Majesty' European Indian subjects be drawn 
up a.nd circulated in like manner; and when signed, b~ pre. 
seuted to both Houses of ParliaD;1ent." 

Mr. Kennedy's speech Wit a most . a.blo exposition of the 
fa.llacies by whioh frte Bill was supported, Q.nd of the 8uccessive 
step" which haq been ta.ken to wea.ken a.nd degrade the judicial 
power si.nce the abolition of t.he East India Oompa.ny. Ht) 
pointed out that aU that was a.sked for by the natives last yelll:' 
when the new Criminal Prooedure Code ca.me before the Legisla.­
ture, wa~ the extension to t.hem of the privilege of HM(J(U 
Corptu po!'! essed by Europeans. To grant thew that privilege 
would be a prone s o~ "levelling up" to which no European 
would object. The Government, however. refl.ls~d to do that; 
a.nd sought to please the natives by takh:g rights from the 
Europel~us. lIe then went on to describe lIeveral cases of 
fll.ls~ charges of murder which had come within his own 
experience u.s Government prosecutor. The resolution WIlS 

supported in a most telling speech by Mr. ;T. G. Apca.r, an 
Armenian gentlema.n, who said that, although the Bill would 
not affect h,im or his community, they entirely agreed with the 
Europeans in opposing it, as they believed it to be a. measuro 
which. would deter the employment of British oapital a.nd 
hamper British enterprise. 

The third re olution related to the formation of a. com. 
rni tee to plepl1te the petitions and memoria.ls. It wo.s propos­
ed by Mr. Murdoch, secoodet by Mr. Cruickshank, a.nd BUp_ 
ported,. by the Rev. Mr. Finter, President of the A.nglo­
Indian and Eurasian Association. The last named geotlellla", 
after ably exposing Mr. libert's n.rgumertt rega.rding · tbe 
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remo .... l of anoma1iee, laid that the European community 
iuelf waa greatly to bla.me. It w .... too apathetic, too 
much wrapped up in business and pleasure. Government 
had taken advantage of this apathy to bring on mea.suret 
like the Bill, and like the .recent order c1e6ing the en­
gineering appointments from Roorkee Oollege to aU studenta, 
except those of pure Asiatio de cent. Europeans and Euru­
ian. should recognize that their interests were in common, 
a.nd should form a strong associll.tion, cha.rged to watch those 
interests, ana enforce their views on the Government, whether 
the Government wanted them 01 not. The meeting then se­
,parated, after giving three ch~rs for t hvoQueen and singing 
the National Anthem in tones tha.t must ha.ve been audible in 
Government House. Th us ended a.n incident. which, both u 
regards the number of Europeans present and the intense ex­
citement and enthusiasm displayed, is without paralell in the 
. hiltory of J ndia. 

At the meeting held in Madras, the Hon. Alexander 
Mackenzie, the chief speaker, xpressed his surprise that 
General Roberts should have been in fa.vour of the proposed 
legisla.tion. Would Gf:meral Roberts, he al!ked, approve the 
appointment of native officers or even non-commissioned officers 
to British regiments ? and why should British civilians be 
... ked to endure lubjection to which no British soldier would 
lubmit for a. da.y? 

Perhaps the most ominous sign of the times is the attitude 
of the Volunteers. I mentioned lll.llt week that some letters 
had a.ppeared calling on them to resign. Rightly or wron~lJ', 
tlw idea. has got abroad that the Government is determined io 

orce on this measure in defiance of t.he unanimou8 public 
opinion j a.nd the f eling among the Volunteers, which a. 
week a.go found its, expression only in a few let.ters, hu 
now become aU bub uiliversal. YesLerday a»arade WIL8 held 
a.t Oalcutta, at which ):.ord.. Ripon, as honorary colonel, 
reviewed the Volunteers, and Lady Ripon presented th; prize •. 
Iu the early pa.rt of the week the feeling in the regiment 19' .... 
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in Ea ... our of the m mbers a.bsenting them el\' ; a.nd it wu 
only by the repre entations of the officers that 8uch C(.uduot 
would be discourteous to th invited gu s ,tha.t the men w 1'6 

induced to be pre ent. The Volunteers gave the publio ole&1'ly 
t under tand that they mu tered y sterday only 1108 a. peraonal 
ci ... mty to their honora.ry colonel and to La.dy Ripon, and tha.t 
they would adhere to the determination to resign if t.he Bill 
were pressed on. 

Tile East India. Railway Volunteers, the Behar Mounted 
Bifles, the Darjeeling Volunteer I!Jld I veral other bodiN 
have come to a like resolution. I h ve mad ca.1' ful inquiry into 
tbi. matter, and h satisfie myself that if th G(lurnmeat 
per ith with the measure, at lea t 9 (1 P r cent. of tho Volu­
teen in Bengal will send in their resignations. 

Meanwhile, the matter stand thus. The Bill will be 
brought on next Friday, but only ona formal motion, in order 
to give an opportunity for debate. It is stated that no furth r 
step will be taken till November next; but that the Govern­
ment will t.hen insist upon the passing of the mea.aure. 
Thus far the Government might, perhaps, have sheltered 
itself under the plea. of ignoranc. It ha.a not con ulted 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, the province most direetly 
interested; a.ud it is an open secret that he means to 
... ote and speak against the measure. Had he been uked, he 
would doubtless have ad vised the Government to pause. It ha. 
oot con ulted tile Calcutta High Oourt, a b&:ly whose opinion 
baa hitherto been always sought when any material ch8illge in 
the law was under contemplation. That opinion, too, would 
ha ... e been unfavourable. It hM not consulted the non-officid 
European community, the onLy olass affected. Tbllot commudty 
hat now spoken in unmista.kable tones. It ha.a a,llowed ita~lf 

to be led b the cla.m~ur of half-a.-dozen native civilian. and 
.ome native editors whose a.ppetite has been whetted by receut 
concessions, a.nd who are ever crying for more. 

The great II1&8S of the naiive8 are indilEerent; t.he more 
.thoughtfulllond far-aee.ing a.lDong them fully recognize that thi. 
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ill-judged step towards fancied and unattainable equa.lity hIlA 
alre&dy done infinite mischief by reviving race antagpni'lm, and 
will do st.ill greater mischief in the future. If the Government 
now pauses and drops this most unhappy measure, it cannot 
undo the harm already done j but it can prevent inti.nitely 
greater harm in the further. Men will ouly say of it that it hal 
erred through ignora.nce, through generous though wholly 
mistaken motives of sentiment and of the brotherhood of 
man; and that, hlLving discovered its mistake, it ha.s had the 
moral courn.ge to stop before it was too late. But the plea of 
ignorance will avail no future. The last week's events must 
have opened the eyes of the mo ~ jgnorant~ and jf the Govern­
ment still insists on forcing on this Bill, its action will no longlor 
be a. mere folly-it will be a grave crime. And when the action 
of the Indian Government comes to be discussed in Parliament, 
it is to be hoped that, to quote the words of an Indian news­
paper which is one of the most temperate opponents of the Bill, 
the" British public will recognise that. EDglishme~ who haVl~ 
made India. their home have claims upon their countrymen in 
Europe whIch cannot be abrogated at the will of a Secretary of 
State, 'or calmly set aside by th~ dictum of a Viceroy." .. 

Four weeks have elapsed slnce we first called attention to 
tbe disapprobation and discontent excited a.mong the English 
residents ill India y the Bill for subjecting them to the crimi­
na.l jurisdiction of na.tive jlldges and magistrates. 'Ih's 
measure of which we then pointed out the dangers has sinre 
Meumed a portentous importance. The whole non-olflcial 
European community has been convu lsed by it, and it 
has been condemned with one voice, and in no hesitu,ting 
terms. 'fhe meeting which was held on Wednesday in the 
Calcutta Town-hall to give Europeans an oPl?ortunity of 
expl'essing their viewR about it was representative in the 
fullest sense of the word. Our Indian telegram of this 
morning givee a. full report of the proceedings, a.nd it lea ... es 
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no room for doubt as to the strong and universal fcelin 
of a.bhorrence with which the .Bill is r gardeJ by tlle whole 
clasR whom it affects. All other busill S9 was at a.n ad 
for the day. The b nks, offices, ano sbops were dos d, and tIltl 
non-official population of the city pressed to the Town.hall to 
utter their protest a.gain t the Bill, and to memorialize the 
Government to proceed no further with it. The Sheriff, who 
l>resided at the meeting, llll.d l'eceived letters and t legrams 
from all parts of India in support of the purpos for which 
the meeti~g han b en summoned. The whole country is 
in COmlJlOtlOn, and the !Juc sive speaker who followed 
one another in d:nouncing the Bill and in pointing out 
the injurious re ults to 1 e looked for from it did no 
more than give a voice to the unll.nimous opinion of the com­
munity for which thcy spoke. The arguments put forward 
wer~ to mach the same effect as tho e with bicb our read n 
re already. familiar. Mr. Ke wick, who spoka for the m rcan­

tilc part of the community, insisted on the dang r to whioh 
Europeans would be exposed from fa,lse chargell supported by 
perjured evidence and adjudicated upun by an official whom 
they could not tru t to distinguish between fnlse and trUI'. 

There is the right of appeal, ind d, Lut thi , as Mr. K wick 
showed, is no gua.ra.ntee agail1st an injllstice which ill already 
done. Where false witllesses can be obtained in any number~ 
at four nnaa a. bead, and wbexe the nativ police does not 
8rrl,lple to avail itself of their services, a. trumped-up case may 

_ be put together, and a sentence of imprisonment pas od whioh 
will be hnlf-executed before the Court of App 0.1 ca.n 
intel'fere. It is not the plantl:r only, but his wife and 
sister a.nd daughters whom th Jlew rule will touch. Mr. 
Branson, of the Ca.lcutta Ba.r, gives a. skttch of what may 
be acted some da.y i grim earnest if the change in the 
law is oarried out. In some remote district of the country 
a. Zemindar, with a grudge against a planter, may wreak 
his spite during the plant.el"s absence, by trumping up a. 
charge aga.i~st his wife nnd dm,gging bel' int\) court for trial 
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.f .. re a na.tive magistrate armed with the new power. which 
the Bill i. intended to confer. ' Thele and other objection 
against the Bill were pressed with great force, They are not 

' lightly to be passed over, least 'of a.ll where there ill no ~ood 
1'ell.aon whaterer to be found in fa.vour of the propoaed 
change. Tha.t it will inflict a gr ievance is certain. That 
it will remedy one does not 8eem to be even asserted by 
it. authors. The native population of India. have no wi"h for 
it. The European population, outside a narrow official circle, 
are against it to a man, and it is they, and they only. who b& e 
any claim to be heard a~out it. . 

We have given lately some important testimony from 
Anglo-Indian experts in this country . on the subject of l\4r. 
llbert'" Bill. We printed on Tb:llrsday a long and: carefully a.r­
gued statement from Mr. Justice Stephen, and another on 
Saturday from Sir Louis Jackson to the same general e.&:ect. 
Both authorities agree in condt:mning the Bill as ~n uncalled 
for and needless out,rage upon Anglo-India.n feeling, and as 
fraughf, with positive dangers which no prudent Governm~nt 
can disregard. As for the asserted symmetry which is to fol­
l$w from it, and the asserted inequl1lities which it i8 t o remove, 
they ahow conclusively that it will not and cannot d.o what it 
haa been credited with doing. t removes one ineqality wbile 
it lea.ves a dozen othel'll untouched, and the inequality which 
it ~oea remove ia just tha.t which is most clearly justifi: 
a.ble. It is a pandering, we 'will not aay to native opilnon, 
for no such opinion has been formed for it, but to the 
noisily expressed views of the na.tive Press and of one · 
or two native civil servants, who a.re anxious to exercHie tbe 
po".ers which the Bill confers, and who are on tha.t ver! ac­
count so much the' less fit to be trusted with them. Sir George 
Oa.mpbeU, whose letter we printed on Saturday, writes in de­
fence of the proposed change, but, as II. reference to our 
columns will show, he has absolutely nothing to say for it. The 
question of the jurisdiotien of na.tives over EuroPeans came 
btl£ore the Viceroy's Council in 1872, and it was then settled 
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by the compromise which was re-ena.cted last y a.r, a.nd whioh 
remaina now in foroe. Bir Georg Ca.mpbell a.nd a minor,ity 
of the Council wer~ in favoUr of what b" terms" the more 
liberal view," that is to say, he would have given local native 
Judges the jurisdiction over Europeans whioh Mr. libert's Dill 
grants them. Dut beyond this question-begging epithet, 
and beyond a Bugge tion that there may POB ibly be good 
rea.sons somewhere in thc ba.ok-ground in support of Mr. 
Dbert's Bill, he has nothing to urge. He acknowledges that 
he himself would bave been unwilling to disLurb the exi ting· 
compromise unleSB some pressi necessity could be shown for 
so doing. But of eoessity, pre ing or not prening, he can 
give us no hint. His one argument is enough for us. It is 
the more liberal measure whioh recommends itself to him as 

. suoh. In other words, the Bill und~r diBou sion is a piece 
of liberal clap-trap. Its authors would not dare to cal'l'y out 
consistentll the prinoiples upon whioh they seek to defend it. 
This they do not even a.ffeot to do. But they may as Mr. JU8-
tice Stephen shows, be doing a good deal more tha.n they either 
affect or intend. The Bill may be unimportant in itself, but 
it is one among many signs of the new ideas anu new principles 
upon whioh the Government of India is to be oonduoted, id 
a.nd prinoiples which are utterly at variance with those by which 
our position in the country has been gained and held, and which 
Mr. Justice Stephen deolared are inoon istent with the foun­
dations on which it rests. 

It is sca.rcely possible tha.t the Indian Viceroy and the 
Indian Seoretary can be indifferent to the storm whioh Mr. 
libert's Bill ha.s raised. Mr. llbert, of oourse, is a mere mouth. 
piece in the matter. He prepar' what he has been instructe(l. 
to prepare. It is with Lord Ripon that the real responsibility 
must rest. If Lord Ripon were the still strong man whom we 
need for the Government of India, if he were of the type to 
which the destinies of tht great empire could safely be intrusted 
we should never bave hea.rd of the Crimina.l Procedure Amend­
ment Bill or of the rest of the frivol1l8 legislation which has 
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come la.tely into vogue. The coune he is taking with the 
Criroinra.l Procedur~ Amendment Bill is as indefensible as the 
Bill itself. The Bill is to be-brought befere the Council on 
Friday, and is then to be put off until next Nov mber, when 
the Government, i is saiU, will insist on passing it. If it 
is a good mensure, it ougllt to be pnsscd at once. The purpose 
of the celay must be to allow time for the European population 
to reconcile themselves to ille proposed change. They are 
excited and indigna,nt now. By November, the bope is, they 
may hI in nnotber mood, and may accept quietly what they are 
now protesting against, we bd almost said rebelling ngainilt. 
LO.rd Ripon must ·be very con dent in 1hs own rectitude of 
judgment if ho resolves finalIy to gi~e effect to the outrage he 
baR been tbrea.tenin~. Where a ~'lloje section of society 
is of oue way of thinking on a mat ter whi h concern. 
itself, it is hardly possihle tbu.t it cau be in the wrong. Right 
or wrong, its opinion mUst have woight given to it. In 
India there is no represel1tn.tion. Public opinion has expl'essed 
itself in tbe only ways open to it, and it hUB found a powerful 
echo and support in ihis couniry. Lord Ripon cannot be deM 
to the appeal wbich has b~(:n thus pressed upon him. His 
most fitting, his most st.ra.ightfol'Wll.rd, h1S meat manly course 
-would bo to Imt 0. stop a.t once to t.he ag~t.a.tion by anuouncing 
tba.t he does not intend to pr oc ed furt.ber with the Bill ~hi<:h 
has excited it. v hut Europeans fCeil10W, tlley will asSuredly 
feel just as strol1gly in November 01' at any fu1ure t.ime. The 
p08itiol1 they ha.ve ta'ken has been untouch d, the dlU1gerB they 
apprehend have 8(,3.1'ce1y even been a sert d to be illusory. 
What thoy dread alld dislike now tlley will go on dreading anJ. 
dislikiog to t.he end. ) t is not right that they should be kept 
in donut {or som months, wit.h the Criminal procedure Amend. 
me t Bill hanging (IV r them. If tbe tbing is to become la.w, 
it should ue donl' at once, so that 1h08e ",bo will be affected 
by it. may know Wlla.t t.hey Itre to 1 ok for, Ulld may slHl.p.' their 
'plana accordingly. If it is to be dropped aDd not to be heard 
of aga.in .ftor next FridaYI a notice to that eiIect would be 
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'Welcome. It resis with Lord' Ripon te allay Ole t.empest be 
has rai ed. This he can·uo, though i~ may be b yond his 
power to repa.ir its incidental mi chi \f, or to recover t.he puhli 
confidence he has forfeited in India Ilnd in thlb country by hi. 
ill-a.dvised legislative zeal. 

Marck 7. 
(By lNDO.E'OROPJ.U.N TELEGRAPH.) 

Caloutta, March 6. 
The excitement aroused 1y Mr. IlberL's lim Uo.s now spread 

to the Army. One loca.l paper pnLli bes 11.1 tter from nn officer 
doing duty in alarg (tHison, " aLing tll1~t the danger is most 
serious, a.nd t.hat i~ would be impos iLlo to contl·ol tbe ill 0 if 
l\o comrade were sentenced by a native Judge. Ho adds that 
a feeling of extreme and violent indignation is universal among 
bot.h officers and Olen . 

• 
TO TIm EDITOR OF TIlE Turns. 

Sm,-With r gard tnth queslion of which I gave notice ycst('r. 
day, I do not propose to ask for a 1· turn of the nurobel· of pcrsolll 
exempt from trial before llatiye magislrat ... !!, bllt of native gentlemen 
'who at' ,aR a special privileg, x ·mvt froUl personal alJpl'I'rIUlC ' in 
any COUl't of law. B ,sides tbl'se, it 18 llOtori \lS thllt ull WOlUcn La­
louging to tb upp I' 01' I' spt'ct.abJo class of natives UI' ex mpt. 
A~ these amount to sevel'a! llIilliUJ1s, it is obvious thut SOUl u.nowa­
li 's will renlain nit.er M.r. libel't'R Bill 1 comes law. So long al 
tiwse c nccs8sions to native custOIllS nnd prt>judlces exist, it is redic. 
ulous to tallr of equality ill India. If a. Bumpean in llldilJ, marries 
moro than one wiie, be is liable to the same punishlll nt 0.8 in thja 
country, but bis ative servants Hlay many as mnny as· they 
please. ·All who ish well to the people of India d plore 
thi useless, llec.'<1lcs8, wanton stirring up of I'II.CO lIuimollitics,· 
which are so easily raised and so dLffieuIt to allay. Eu­
ropeans in India ask no mOre th n to b hied by their peeu, And it 
IIboulu be &hown that compliaIlce wi t h Lb!!i l' demand off rs a CJ;OUI 
obstacle to tile adu,iniatration of ~ushc, beCole they Ilre d prived of 
it. There is no snrh difficulty; It is Dot evcn 1l1l(lgcd that thel'e i8. 
lt is hased upon a Ul OI'Y 0 e9uality whicb docs not ('Xjet and cannot 
be created by liS <'rting its xiatencc in k~al enactments. 'l'bel' is 
one equ,.lity what do 8 and IIbould x1st-1>iz" that EUl'opean 
and native should be equully protected and equally punished !".r 
the law, but not necessarily by the same tJibunul. It is not 
fitting tha.t the native who holds that hie wives and daugh.ter. 
are di graced if seen by apy male eye but W, own sbould ~ry he 
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wiv. and daughtenJ of Englishmen. Has the Government of 
India, in its craze for fictitious equality, ever dared to put a low 
caste native upon the bench P Will it ca.rry out d. thool'7 
by putting: a chumar or a sweeper uJlon the bench and then invite 
it. Brahmws to seeK: for justice w his court P Thete are three 
lpecial danlters and objectIons to the :{>l'o:posal of the Government 
of India. Fi1'8t, it is not wise or politIC, If it can be avoided, that 
any cla88 or community should be subjeot to the jurisdiction of 
those whose impartiality. rightly or wrongly. hey mistrust; 
aecondl;r, thore is the risK: that the Government may, for the sake 
of conllJstenoy, pass the law and then. in deferenoe te puJjlio opinion, 
withhold from natives the appointments that would renew the 
clamour. Thirdly, there is the risk that a native holding such an 
appointment would l>e afraid to conviot even a guilty European. 

When Lord Ripon. having established perfeot equality in India, 
and having abolished all anomalies in that country, returns to 
England, it will be expeoted that te will lose no time in removing 
the anomaly whioh keeps himseU and othe' peers from the oon· 
tamination of the ordinary Courts here. 

Y.our obedient servant. 
D. H. MACF ABLANE. 

62, Portland.place, Maroh 6. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES. 

Sm,-May I be allowed to say a very few words upon the Rill 
now before the Governor·General's Council at Calcutta to amend 
the Code of Criminal Procedure P I do nE>t aak anyone to form an 
opinion upon the question at issue until he has received the full 
information which we may expect from India, but I o.sk the publio 
to lIuspend their jUdgment. 

I also venture to suggest that the question has not been quite 
fairly stated. Section 442 of the present Coae provides, in effeot, 
that no magistl'at.e, exoept a 'pr sidency magistrate, shall inquire 
into or try any charge against a European British subjeot, unless 
he is himself a European British subject. The proposition 
now under CloDsideratIon ie, as I understand it, to enable the 
Govemmcnt te speoially appoint oarefully.selected natives to inquire 
into and try charges against Europeans outside as well as inside the 
presidenoy towns. There is another seotion which will still 
restriot persons so appointed to the inftiction of a fine of 1,000 
rupees and threc months' imprisonment, and there is always ~ 
&l'peal to the High Oourt. There is another proposal, I believt', to 
gIve to Sessions Judges-that is, Judges who are members otthe 
Oovenanted Oivil Service-who happen to be natives, the sawe 
power which European District Judges have-that is, of in8.iotinll 
"I fine and imprisonment for a year upon Europeans, alwa.ys, ot 
COU1'8e. with an appeal. 

No doubt these proposals, if carried, will remove certain ano· 
malies, but they will leave many anoma.li s-and some per80DII 
loom to ha.ve a. son of affection f01" anomalias- unremoved. For 
e]!:ample they will leave the anomaly that a Eurolh:: cannot be 
eentenoed. by a EU1"Opean District Jude to more II. yelll"$' im· 
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prisonment, wbile by a Dative High Court Judge he may be aen· 
tenced to death. 

In order to prevent }lCopl~ making up their m inda at 
onoo that Lord Ripon and his Council have no higher ob­
ject in view than a pedantio desire for tbtl removal of anomalioa, 
I would suggest that it is at leaat possible to tako a di1ferent view 
from that which baa been aa yet put forward in thia country. It 
ia thought by some persons-by most, I believe,ot those who have 
bad official expel-ienoe in India,-tbat the aucc 8sful administration 
of th law depends to a considerable extent upon the cordial 00-
operation of the natives of the country witli European offic )·a. 
This cordial co.operati011 is, however, greatly impeded wben dia. 
tinctions of race are carried into a court of justic. Whenev.· 
therefore, it is safe to do 10, the Government ought to remove the8e' 
distinctiona. Upon thisprinoiple the Government of India baa 
hitherto proceeded; not, I regret to 8Uy, without tho atrong oppo­
aition of non.official Europeans esident in India. 

Hae that oppos - . n been j - tifted by th result P Surely not. 
Native Judges h!LVO long had full power over the property, the per­
Bonal safety, the health, and the reputation of European Britiah 
suhjects, so far as these are under the proteotion of th~ oivil COllrta. 
In the J>resideJ;l.oy towns native Judges have exercised 80me orimi. 
nal jurisdiction. Hundreds of cases occur every year in which 
Europesns are concerned, and which are hied by native Judges, 
and yet 1 never knew a single case in which a charge of unfairn .. 
was brou t home to a na.tiv~ Judge by a European. I cannot even 
r coIl ct such a cha.rge having been made. Ouriouslyenough, auoh 
cbarg <l--always, 1 believe, unfound d-are not unfrequently made 
against European magistrates. 

If anyone will turn to 'that part of Lord Macaula.y'. Life 
which relates to bis residence in ludU!., 1 do not think he WiU 
take the opposition of non· official Europeans as conolullive againat 
a measure of this kind. 

Oxford, March 5. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM MARKBY. 
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Kurseong. • .Eebruary 27. 
At a. meeting held at Kurseong to-day to protest against the 

proposed alteration in the Indiu.n Oriminal Procedure Code, the 
whole non-official European in habitants were prcsent, and it 

. was unanimously resolved that :-" We iniliguaoUy protest 
against the proposed alteration in the lndiae Criminal Proce. 
dure Code, as being a. measure l) direct .agonislU to every 
principle of English nationa.l right, and as b~ing ealculated to 
destroy that security of life and property wbich is absolutely 
necessary to the well-being of the Emj)ire. We are of 
opinion that, should the contemplated cbange in the ad. 
ministration of the Penal Code become law, English enterpri e, 
E~gliBh energy and English money, which have x-aised the 
country from a' state of indolence and improvidence to a position 
of wealth and prosperity, will be driven from it, We con ider 
that, as facts show the native community t.o be utterly incapable 
of governing themselv s in the most trivial matters, it is absurd 
a.nd most unjust to allow them to ~ttempt · to govern Engli&h. 
men. The natural significance 'of the pl'inciple of British and 
Native equality is tba.t the natives should go em us in matters 
military a.s well as civil. Henc, if Mr, libert's proposed ' 
change in the Criminal Pl'OCedUl'e becomes law1 the Volunteer 
movement in India should be abandoned." 

Semiganj, February 28, 
A largely a.ttended meeting of EUl'opeans was held here 

yesterday evening, and strong and ullaniluous protests were 
ent'.lred against Pl'?PO ed u.ltertion in the Oriminal 
Procedure Code. It was resolved to forward a memorial to the 
Bengal Ohu.Olber of Commerce with a request to incorporate it 
with their own, 
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Julpaiglwi, February 28. 
Crowded meetings of planter bnve been beld in UI Duars, 

at which Mr. llberti's proposed Criminal l?rocedure Code 
Amendment Bill a.s unanimously condemned. Tbe f ling is 
very strong l~gainst it, especially on account of the p culin.r rela.­
tious between pln.nters and natives. The C. Compauy Northern 
Bengal Rifles have expressed their intention of laying down 
tbeir arms ~hould the l:~iU pn.S9. 

• Ranigenj, February 28. 

At a larg 1y tended eting beld this day at William', 
HoLel, the Europeans in thi dir ction r pres'enting all the im. 
portant illdustries, resolved that Mr. !lbe.I'L' Bl ck Act is mis­
cbievous, aud ca\culated. to estru.nge Europeans and seriou ]y 
affect Europeaos of l)oth sexes. Rupee four hundred was 
subscrib9d on tbe 8pot as a practical protest against the ill. 
adviced Ie islation, and is at the disposal of 8ucb ft.nd 118 may 
be Il.l'langed in CalcutLa. for the opposing of this Act. It Wile 

also resolved that the olunieel's be invited to resign. 

At n. meeting of Planters n.nd Vo1u;teere, held to considllr the 
Indian Crimina.l Procedure Amendment Code, n.t Garidura, on Monday, 
l'ebrual'Y 26th 1 3, it was proposed n.nd carried unanimously.-

1st. That this .uaeting d sires to register its indigDllnt protest 
against tbe proposed D w Criminal Pl'ocedure Amendment Bill, which 
allows of llJuropealls being tried by na.tivesl tha.t such an Act is highly' 
detrinwntal to the t.ruest interests of India itself, and destroys that 
securityllitherto felt in British enterpri38 in India.. 

21tdtll. Tha.t, by tbp passing of this Act, one of the few privil gos 
lett to Europeans in India. will be destroy d, n.nd it cannot fail to boa 
ca.us of il .feeling which will lead to the utmost antagonism of racCl. 

3rtity. 'rhat this men.auro haa our una.nimoue LUld unqualified die­
approval, in s<> far n.a it utir 1y changes tbe 1 galsta.tuH of Europo4n 
born subjects in India, and wo cousider this action to b most mis_. 
ebievOl\s; and we also maintain tha.t capitnlists and others. who have 
boon indnced to sta.ke til ir illw1'Cst in this country, ha.ve the grel\~t 
right to be heard before tho Bill in question hasbeon paned. 
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"Mr. We tbink that the speed with which this Bill is being at­
tempted to be forced through Council, without allowing the public to 
expr ... their opinion, is most discreditable to the present Government. 

IS"",. Further the Volunteers present wish unanimously to state 
that .hould the Bill be made law they wi111ay down their artIIlI. 

(8d.) H. P. Irwin, Manager, Punkabaree Tea. 0., Proprietor, 
Sa\poo Tea Associatian. 

Chairman-To W. Mills, Manager, Baghdogra Tea A'aaociatian. 
A. F. Da.uiell, Mauager ,Tirrihannab l!'a.ctory, Proprietor, Kudma 

Tea. Concern. 
H. W. Ha.ncock, Proprietor, Mattigurrah Tea Concern, and Ser. 

geant, B. Co .• N. B. V. R. 
P . R. O'Hanlon, Manager, M. a d M. Tera' l ea Estate. 
H. T. Koor, Manager, Marionbaree,' and Proprietor, Roongloong. 
F. E. Haydon, Surgeon, Kursoong. and Volunteer, B. Co., 

N.B.V.R. 
F. J. Orr, Al8iatant New Torai A.asocla.tion. 
G. Grant Gordon, Manager, Awwo.l Tea. Estate. 
E. P. Tod, Manager, Indian Terai Tea Co., !Propr!etor, 8ingia 

Jhora.. 
l!'. A. King, Manager, Ka.la.baree Tea Estate, Volunteer, B. Co., 

N.B.V.R. 
L • . Barolay, Manager, Mllnjha Tea. Co., Volunteer, B. Co., 

N. B.lIT. R. 
Willia.m Bennett, Manager, Lower Darjeeling Tea. Co., Volunt./ler, 

B. 00 .. N. B. V. R. 
R. Boyd Lamb, Assistant Manager, Nipaneah 'fea Estate. 
J. S. Corvet, Tea Proprietor, and Corporal, B. Co., N. B. V. 'E. 
H. P. Bradford. Manager, Lohagur and Morapore Tea Estates. 
R. S. Martin, A88iatant, Mattigurrah Tea Estate, Volunteer, 

B. Co., N. B. V. R. 
R. Hirsoh, Manager, Meehi Tea GlIorden. 
T. F. Ager, Manager, Nuxelbaree Tea Estate, VGlunteer, B. Co., 

li. B. V. R. 
F . J . Phillips, Manager, Sellm Rill Tea. Estate. Volunteer, B. Co., 

N.B.V.R. 
James Blltohison. Ma.nager, New Fa.llodhi Tea. Co., Ld. 
Archd. Finlayson, Mana.ger, Roongsoong. 
T. H. Gibson, Assistant, Moouee Tea Estate, Volunteer, B. Co., N 

B. V. ft. 
John Galloway, Manager, Dhundibree Tea. Estate. 
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A. Curry, Manager. Central Terai Tea Co., Ld., Punkab~. 
B. Nowill, Mllonager. Chumta. Tea. Association. 
A. W. O!1Vya, Tea Planter and Volunteer, n. Co., N. B. V. B. 
R. J. MoCullagh, Tea P1a.nter and Volunteer B. Co., N. B. V. R. 
George W. H wit, Manager, James' Association. 
E. U. Gilliam, AssistAnt, India TerRi 'l'ea Co. 

-

A. J. King, Assistant. Longvil.'w Tea Co., Ld. and VoluJltee1', B~ 
Co., N. B. V. R. 

A. T. F. Patterson, Assistant. Selim Tea E tate. 
E. 8. L. G. Monypenn" Manager, Adulpore Telal. Volunteer B. 

Co., N. B. V. R., and 1a.~ Licutenallt, 3 til R giment. 
C. H. Montford, Engineer, Kureeon , Volun Ill'. B.Co., N. H. V.B. 
B. Lyall. Asaista ,Central T i, Volunteer B. Co., N. R. V. R. 
A. C. Wril{ht, Asai8tant, Lohagur Tea Estat. • 
Cbu. Kerr, Asaistant, Marionbar e Te Esta.te. 
Herbert Rumsey, Civil Engineer. 
R. W. Oellterlony, Manager, SingbuUy I T. Johnston, Mall&fel' 

Bath Dhaia Tea. A.s~ocin.lion; R. . 'I'. tIUdyard, Man go 1', Longview 
Tea Co. I F .. H. Baker. M:J.llo.ger. N"w 'fl'mi Tea Association I W. u. Le· 
M 11 riel', Ma.nlLger. Tami ·r.,:J. ASK{cio.tiOll; G. A. Kn -bon, Manager, 
Darje ling'l' rai a. As oeiation I H. . . FrOB r, Manflg r, lUohurgong 
Tea Estate; W. W. Highet.. M.Loa!t~ .. , PUllchann.i 'r a. oeiation I 
C. W. AneeU, Engin el', KU~E'oll g .-Sd p. p. Ii. R' It",in IT. A. JIlek. 
80n, A88is~ant, Selim T il Edt.'\t ; M. J. L ",'art, A ist. nt, Barnes· 
mor" Tea Estate, p . p. G. W. H<lwitt. 

George Williams, Assistant, Nuxulbaree, p. p. S. F. Ager. 
C. J. D. Jenkins, Manager and Proprietor, Ol'd Terai, p. p. O. U. 

Gordon. 
W. J. Landa.l~, 'l'en Pla.nter, p . p . R. S. Martin. 
R.:E. Chichester, Manager, Cambrian, p. p. J. 6allo,",ay. 
C. F. Daniell, ManageI'. Cheng Tea Co., Ld., p. p. A. F. Daniell. 
A. F. Mills, Manager, 'l'aipoo T a A.Bsociation. p. p. T. W. Mills, 

P. R. Gilliam, Kudma Tea EBtat , p.p. E. G. Glllialll. 
The following"g utlemen spoke tot ongly agaiDlt the D:.6J\Iure under 

c1Iacuuion 1-

Mears. W. R. Irwin, J. W. Mills, H. M. Hancock, E. P. Toa. H. 
)Cerr, and Dr. Haydon. 

H. R. IRWIN. 
Ch4irmCiIlo. 

Garidu1'8.! February 26, 1 3. 
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TO TR II! EDITOR 01' TRill ENGLISIDI'AN. 

BUl,-The advocates of the proposed amendment· be.ee their advo­
caey lar'gely on tbe expediency of n.bolillhillll' all so·called " anomaliu" 
in the law of the land. It may therefore not be out of pln.ee to call 
attention to an anomaly in tbe lo.wof Englo.ndperfectly paro.Uel .... ith 
that whioh the Bill under discussion proposes to ame~an anomaly 

' to which no reference bas, &1 far as I know, been yet mo.de. By the 
.wof England a foreigner ho.s the privilege of being tried by a mixed 
Jury-a Jury composed of Englishmen and foreigners in equal pro­
portion. 

Trial by Jury is not generally practised in tbis country, and the 
difference of general procedure cessal'ily ntaUs a corresponding 
difference in tbe manner of giving effect to tJ;le ~ivilcge of foreianers, 
but the essenoe of the matter is that, as regards juri diction in criminal 
O&8e., even the l o.w of Englo.ud gives peoulia"r prlvil ges to foreignen 
tried in England, and I for oue fo.il to sce the pressing nece_sity for re­
moving wbo.t is, after 1\11, only Il. parallelllu w(~ly in Lhe law of a oountry 
many generations behind l!Jngland in oivilization and enlightem nt 

Thero are many oth r and more urgent reasons fo~leaving well 
alone, but thase havo all been touched up n by a.bler pens tha.u mine. 

R.E. 
Ca.lcutt"" :Februal'Y 2 , 1 83. 

},[arcn 2. 
SPECIAL TELEGRAMS. 

Asansol, Feb1'lUlry 1-
At a numerously attended meeting ropresenting the mining 

a.nd railway interests iu the neighbourhood of AsanBol, the 
followinq resolution was unanimously adopted :-That thia 
meeting ~ost strongly protested against Mr. Ilbert's tLmend. 
ment to · the Criminn.l Procedure Oode!l.s 110 infringemeut of 
one of the Briti h 'ubjects' most valued privileges, a.nd looks 
upon the pl·oposed cha.nge a likely to ca.use di astrous conse· 
quences to the European community and the country at la.rge. 

'fhe fo~lowing order has been i sued by the Captain of one 
of the leading companies to the Volunteers under his command, 
a.nd we ·hope that every man of this as well as of the other 
companies will make an eftort to turn out and show the 

• 



jjarM 2.] '!'he It ErI1Jlishma:n." 371 

, 
strength and value f tIle regiment. By doing so they will 
only be showing common politano sand wha.t a valuable force 
thfl Government possesses, without ill the lell.lIt detracting from 
the importance of the meeting hold on Wednesday la&t, or 
contradicting the opinions which they may have already 
expressed as private individuals. 

The Company will parado on foot all the ground .f the Calcutta 
Cricket Ulub, on Sn.turday ned at 4-45 P.X. sharp, to be prescnt at the 
Distribution of Prizes by Lady Ripon_ 

.. You are partioula.rly rcquested to attend. Lord Ripon is our 
Honorary Colonel, and htl and Lady .B.ipon have been aaked by the 
Regim nt to a private athering' of ems lves and th ir friends. Under 
these oircumstances any Volunteer who is wilfully abscnt without. 
sufficient reaaon is guilty of panona! discourtsy to an invited guest. 

S. Such a sufficient reason is not afforded by thc present politio.&t 
crisis, for, as Volunteer Soldiers we have notbing to do with politiOl, 
while aa European British subjects we have already expresse.:l Our opi. 
nion. elaewhere-wilful nen-attendance will til reforo not only be. 
rudene8S but n unneCUSClrlj rnd ness, 

4, On UlII other hand a strong muster of tbe Regiment will 'how 
the Honorary Colonel the value of the Corps he oommands. 

The meeting in the Town Hall on Wednesday a.ft rnoon, 
the 28th February 1883, is one that will live long in the 
memories of all who were present, It was crowded, determined, 
unanimous and enthusiastic. 'The object whielt drew together 
thousands of English mon and (.heir descendant" to meet and 
let the Govel'nment know theiL' feelings with regard to the a.t~ 
tempt made by a:n uninformed a.nd Ull tatesmanlike Council to 
endanger their liberties uu(ler the guise of reUloving unjust 
anoma.lies wa ono IV Lich, we tl'll t, will not be lost sight of by 
the men who, witl~ one voice and 0 e hea.rt, ratified the"Resolu. , 
t.ions ably puLn.ntl eloquent.ly 8upported by the speakers of the 
eveniLJg" When Jllen al"U going forth to battle, it i well ~ 
stir thei,' hearts with the recital of what bas called t1 til forth 
to war, It is well to sao" them th t all tller hold most 
dear is to be defended only by the strong right hand and 
\be valiant hea.rt. But tha.t i. not a.ll £ha.t is want.d. No ric. 
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tory was yet won, no campaign carried through, without much 
pa.tient endurance apd steady determination to win, 1'>lIing nei. 
ther heart nor head. 

The harness was buckled on on Wednesda.y evening with 
a. cheerful heart, and spirit stirred by a u ule appea.l. .But 
II let not hun that putteth 011 his hamess uoast as he that put. 
tetk it off." The fight is 0111y just begun. It must not be 
forgotten thlLt the man who is uow Viceroy is a 11Iall who him. 
lelf has no small share of English pluck. He has men h 
him who are strong in intellect and patient in purpose. &hind 
them tbey Ila.ve not only the po~r of the te here, the power 
that will to the end lLhvays accompany high place, but they are 
'a.pp8orently acting undel' instructions f.l'OIll England and, more 
than 8oU, their own interestfs a I arl.y lUell and their own advance­
ment in their political party ller after are to a gl'eat extent bound 
up with the CI\l'l'yillS through of this otnd kindred measures. 
We shallnot now sl.op to reiterate the !\rguments 1!lid before 
the moeting on Wednesday eVflning, All wll 11'()l'e there felt 
that Mr, .Branson's fervid eloquence and burning words, and 
lir. Finter's telling points, but illl11uiued and illustl'3.ted sound 
prinoiples; common sense, and poliLh:l~1 truth, Our desire now 
is to call upon all who heard, all who read, and all who may hear 
of, the speeches delivered, and tlJe Resolutiolls 110 heartily 
relpomj.ed to, to "stand ba.ck to back in God's name and fight 
it to the last." The Government may find it good policy to 
., bide a wee." The matter may be shelved for a time, but in 
the interim dangerous work may be carried but. Unable to 
ca.rry the position by a coup.de.main, mining operation. 
may be resorted to, and the result ma.y prove di8ll.8trous 
to the defenderEi of 0. position as important to English. 
me'n and their liberties a.s was that deftm ed by Hamp_ 
den when the ruling power demanded ship money, a. demand 
which, successfully l'esisted, looked back to Magna Cha.rta. and 
a.fterwards secured u the Petition of Rights, 

Not only must COlUmittees- ue formed now to pl'asent the 
J thllt is to go to the V'icoroy ind to f~dialQ'Dt, bitt 
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one and all must subscripe luoney and spend time a.nd strength, 
and substance a.nd ca.re, in wa.tching the G vel'nment of India, 
and the Governments and a.dmiJlistrations SubOl'dinate to it. 
A Vigiln.nce Co lUUliLtee, composed of men of probity, legal 
acumen, untiring industry, tmd, above all, a settled determina­
tion to carr the thing through, is what is neoded. Local 
Gallettu as well as tbe Ga,;:ette o/India mus\' be watched. Re· 
solutions, rulings of Council, public speeches made by our rulers 
th ughon-t India, must be watch d and narrowly scrutinised, 
and, when necessary. immediateiy challenged. All this menns 
not only shouting a large ' etiug, but ste dy work, steady 
enthusiasm, a wide opening of the l)Ul'se.stl'ing , and III deter~ 
ruination that l1either we n Ol' our chHdren hall be lowered in 
our own eyes and theirs, and in the ostimation of u11 tl'ue mep, 
ly a weak yielding to carelessness and tbe tomptation of the 
moment while great principles are at stake. 

A stai\diog Home Committee should a.lso be formed, and 
vigilantly ,a.nd carefully ,vorked, Once allOW the people at 
hOme that we al'~ in ell.ruest and mean :t, and they will, with 
increasing knowledgo, be stirred to take an intelligent a.nd 
ea.rnest interest in this part of the dominions of ou.' gracionl 
Queen. 

"Vain mightiest fieetB, of iron framed) 
Va.in. those all-sllu.ttering gnus; 

UlIlt!18 pr01ld England k~ep, untamed. 
Tho strong heart of her sons." 

TO THFl lUHTOR OJ' THE Jl:NGLIStlll,\N. 

Slll.-SubllCription litsts should bo at once opene4 for the organj. 
Ation of a society for the defence of European Briti,h aubjectf'. Or 
perhape a society of this description wigllt be organised on a still more 
extensive basis. so as to embrace in its ranka a.ll those classes, whleh lor 
present convenience. I will term Anglo-Europeaus and Anglo-Asiatics. 
Aiter the g nerOU-l uttet'ances of sympaLhy ani 1 support cxpre88ed by 
representatives of these clas~oas in so unreserved and unqua.Ufied a 
~nn.r at ye8~rday'ij publJo lueetiug, we ought to feol it & high privj. 
Jet' w weloo/lle i~w our DAtional br Qtherbooli .U th.e ~rci.t 1!'.)l·WMIt 



of British Rule. U subscription ruts are at once opened, in the ooluDUlI 
of the PreBS, I feel aseured that money will flow in from all parte of 
India. I doubt whether there will be found a single Anglo.lDcli&u 
oruelly and desperately impoverished by the generous and provident; 
polioy of English rule 68 are so large a. number of them, who will f"n 
to lubaoribe his rupee at least towards this promotion of. the noble and 
patriotic object. 

But in this matter, though large subscriptions are of primary im­
portanoo, we require a sacrifice of thought, time, and energy in addition 
to render success permanent. We have to project our minds into the 
future, and to constitute this organisation on so durable a bMis, that it 
will be a defence for all time against renewed invasion of English rights 
in India. A scheme, therefore, shoul(be immedi ly drawn up, con· 
Ildered and adopted. All moneys subscribed should be invested and 
vested in Trustees, and the income only of the trust applied to promot­
ing the objeot of the association. One of the most essential requialtee 
for the success of an organization of this kind will e a permanent office 
in London conSisting of a Becretary, an intluential committee, who 
will make it their duty to enlist the intelligent and informed sympathiM 
of mem1)ers of Parliament and other politioa.l persons at home ~n protect. 
ing our cherished rights in India from being invad"d and trodden under 
foot. AU those who are fired with the intense and personal resolve ex­
preeeed at yesterday's meeting should take immediate steps te prevent 
the reeulta of that meeting from being f~uitlessly wasted. 

CIVIS. 
Bengal Club, March I, 1888. 

TO THlI: EDITOR OF Tlfll ENGLIS1UIAN. 

SIR,-We have beeu urged by Mr. Branson's vigorous speccl. , 
which will ring through llritish Indio. as a trumpet peal, to do all 
that in us lies to oppose this loathsome Bill for the runendment of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure. I venture to suggost that the proceedlngl 
and spcaoba. a.t yesterday's meeting be printed in pamphlet form and 
diatri~<lted free of cbarge, not only over the lengt h a.nd bread h of 
India, but flU through Engla.nd. Let evel'Y newspaper hn.ve a copy, 
el'ery Member of Parliament, every Peer of the R"a.llU, every ono 
cOllneoted with tbe country in a.ny way. By one and &11 of our country­
men let our protest be heard. 

It will cost .money but surely the dross "iiI be forthcoming for 
8uch I\D object. My modest hundred rupees is ready. 

~O SURRENDER. 
Ca.lcutt., Ma.rch l, 1888, 
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TO TH\!I EDITOR OJ' THII ENGLISHMAN. 

SIB,-With reference' to Mr. Keswick's excellent suggeetioD at the 
Town Hall Meeting last evening that, since it is probable the Crimi~ 
Procedure Bill will have to be brought before Parliament, all who 
have friends or acquaintances in either House should be careful to ill. 
lorm them of the harm it would be calculated to do to Englishmen it 
made Jaw, and of bhe public feeling there is against it, might I lIuggeat 
the preparation of a concise statement in pamphlet or Jeafiet form 01 
the leading arguments against Hie Bill ? 

It would Le easy thlm, while forwarding such a circular, to write 
IOUciting the Member's vote and support. It seems to me doubtful 
whether a long statement of a m tel' concerning India would have the 
lI&IJle chance of attention ,where Members' time iii so muoh o~cupied. 

It is to be hoped everyone in a position to do so will not 00 Hr, 
Keswiok's suggestion. 

F . W.~, 
Caloutta, Maroh I, 1889. 

• TO THE EDITOR OF ' THE ENGLISHMAN. 

SrR, X was very glad indeed to see Mr. Bleeck, the German CCDsul. 
on the platform at the meeting at the ~'own Hnll on Wednceday. 

Mr. Bleeck can, however, do us mOl'e than y oman's sel'vice, if oaly 
he and the Consuls for the United States, 1!'rance, Austria, Italy, 
Sweden, Norwayand Denmark will write hOllle to their respective 
iovernments, pointing outthnt European and American citizens, who 
are not British subjects, are liable to be tried and sentenoed to tel'lUl of 
imprisonment by natives. .A simultaneous' representation would pro. 
bably be made to the Foreign Office at home, which would not be 
without effect. 

A Radical Government being in power. a humble apology would 
probably be tendered to en.ch and every foreign Power, and orders would 
at .once be sent to our subservient Viceroy to pass It short Bill cxemptiD&, 
all Europeans and Americans (who we't'e not Blitish subjects) from their 
liability to be tried by native Magisfrates . Let this Ollce be done, and 
EuropeaD Brit ish subjccts must be exempted also, 

It is somewhat humiliating that Britons should have to a.ppeal to 
foreign Powers for prote.)tion, but the disgrace must rest on those who 
haYe compelled us to do ,so; and the pr4)sent Government are Dot 
unuled to boing humili~ted. 

I would also suggeA that the proceedings of WedD6sday's meetiDI. 
and of all similar meetings in India, togcther with the opin i!>na of til. 
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The alteration is undoubtedly diaa.pproved of by every Enrapea1l 
reeident throughout India, IIoIld 88 W88 said yeaterday ~rif the 
Government are inclined to pass the Bill. Our Most Gracious Maje.ty 
Queen Victoria will listen 'to the voice of her people," IIoIld eee that 
the rights we fought hard to maintain shall not be foroe<i from 
U8, particuJa.rly when there is no earthly reason for doing so~ We 
have a justified right to our own. It is not a privilege rely, b.~ 

undeniably a right, which Wfl must and shill retain. 
I am of the opin\on, Sir, that the Bill will not pass, although their 

may be at present some gentlemen at home that seem qU'te ae earnest 
for, as we are against it; but when the memorial is brought forward 
these things will probably be transformed more to our favour. The 
rupee business proposed by U Britannicus" is not a bad one, and I think 
will meet the apprpval of each and e ry one con ned. 

We wiZZ . not be- tried by anyone not of our own race. We have­
proved to contain in ourselves quite Bufficient1mowledge and power to 
treat our own cases with justice, and that is what thosll the proposed 
holders of the judicial law have not, and never will have, neither would 
they think of giving justice. 

"Nemo morlaZium omnibus hon. ,apit." .. 
NIL DESPERANDUM SPERO MELIOR..&.. 

Calcutta, March 1" 1883. 

TO THE EDITOR Ol!' THE ENGLISHMAN. 

BIB,-Englishmen, especially in India, are proverbially difficult 
lIoIlimals +'0 rouse, but, once roused, let us ill determine to show that it 
is 88 difficult to lull them to sleep again. Feeling, aud what is more 
practically tmportant, showing, as we all do now, the strongest and 
most just resentment at the latest attempt of the Government of Lord 
Rippn to take from us our rights, it seems extraordinary that we should 
lome years ago have submitted without protest to the mOMure giving to 
natives, "holding the office of Presidency Magistrate, the power to 
try and sentence European British' subjects. That was the thin end of 
the wedge, inserted, no doubt, adroitly and insidiously; but it is never. 
tbelesa a crying shame to us that such a meeting as yesterday's unpre. 
cedented ~athering was not held when the Presidency Magistrates' Bill 
Will under discussion to proteat with all our power against the j urisdiotioD 
of natives to try us. Many an unfortunate European British Bubject. 
with an empty purse and unable to protect himself, has doubtlees had to 
endure the insolent triumph on the Bench of Sabu B. L. Gupta, IIoIld to 
luI!er imprisonment at his hands. Wby have we left those men. and 
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women, too, perhaps, 10 long unprotected in their rights P Itia too late 
aow to help them, but not too late to use vigilanoe iu. the future Oil 

behalf of our poorer oount.rymen, *d so make Buch amends aa we ca.n fo. 
our paat apathy and neglect. 

The suggestion of your correspondent who dates from' the Bengal 
Club, which your oorrespondent " Manohester'" supports, is an admir. 
able one, and capable now of being enthusiastically carried out with 
great present effect, and ultimate good to ,the community. To my mind 
there is lying ready to our hand 8. j[r'!&t . object to whioh the first fund, 
raised can be a.pplied at once. . 

Let the next European British subject who is brought before 
Bahu B. L. Gupta or any other ative Magistrare boldly ohallenge 
that official's juris tion to y him, and olaim his in alien. 
able birthright to be tried by his peers. Let the" Society for the 
Proteotion of European British subjects," or whatever name it may have, 
take up the oast) and fight it vigorously and through all stages. If even 
we fail in impugning the authority of the Indian Legislature to take 
from us rights gained in England and brought here with us, we sha! 
at least knq.w our legal position. That we should not fail is, I ima.gi.n8 
the opinion of not a few lawyers. 

ANOTHER EUROPEAN :BRITISli SUBJECT 
Calcutta, March 1, 1883. 

TO THill JIIDITOR 01' THE ENGLISHMAN. 

818,-1 congratulate you that you ha.ve been true to your name and 
initiated the movemeut which, as :rou SIly, haa ' hardly yet begun, 
age.illst the treaoherous attempt of some of our rulers to degrade 
Englishmen in the eyes of the conquered race of India. Let UI 

now see what our Council are made of. I say without hesitation that. 
every single Englishman, not such recreants in character aa are willing 
to Bell their own 'birthright, betray their solemn trust, and out them. 
selves off from tholie of their I)WD nation and col~ur for a pettifogginll' 
popularity with the worst natives of India and a political party in Eng. 
laad, will now a.sRett his Englisb love of freedom and his manhood by 

"boldly denouncing the inhm.ded treaohery. "We look befure and after 
and sigh hr what is not." Mr. Gupta's vulture eye has pierced the 
distant future in a manner truly Burprising. to owls, 80 let him carry 
his glance bMk with equal foroe. What does he see tbere P One of 
yaur contempora.riell has touohed ou the historical bea.rings of the caae, 
referring to tbe Roman empire, and the Mem bera «If ' Oouncil would do 
well to study those bearings v~ry carefully, going to ancient and mQil m 
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tim., and not omitting Kaye'. "Sepoy War:~ nay, even calling 
to mind' contemporaneous events, suoh as the uneasy feeling here 
"henever a RUBIian or A1fg h an war fs on the tap". But good beavenll ! 
.. 1 think on thele things, my only astonisbment ill that Englis~en 
have ever allowed their liberty to be at the mercy of tb 'r own Bubjecu, 
even in l'residency towns. I can quite imagine an Englishman, wben 
imprisoned by a native Magistrate in Calcutta, being so exasperated 
.. to do Bome li.ct of madness. If children in Indian statesmanship like 
)fr. Ilbert and you might almost say much more cxalted p)wera, 
want absolute uniformity, let them begin at the other end, bave no 
native magistrate in the Presidenoy towns, "l>ut let Britons be, as they 
ought, only subject to be impri80~ed by Britons. Now, who of all 
people has started this movemoil\ for beli~"ling the conquering 
race? An Englishman admires bravery, . and after serving Bide 
by side with a native against somo common foe, I believe he 
would gladly allow that nat.ive to try bim as if he were one of 
the Mme raoe. I fanoy most of us would not object to being 
taken before a fine old Sikh for instanoe. Is it the Sikhs who are 
olamouring for our loss of liberty f or is it anyone of the ~arlike races 
of India P It is that race for a correct applleaiation of whose qualities I 
refer your readers to Macaulay, the enlightened, unselfish, and brave 
Bengali Babu, that would, after being conquered but not beaten-l 
wonder if he sees the differenoe - like so much to send a" sahib" to 
jail. He could then swell himself out bigger tban ewer, he could tben 
get Buch intiuellce ovar tbe native litigan ts tllat his fortUlle would be 
made in two years where it now req uir,es 20. Of course l do 1l0t say all 
Bengali Magistrates deserve this description, but I do say that natives 
again and again, in every station in Bengal, apply to have their cases 
tried by European officers, i1lstead of by onc of their own colour; and 
if there a single district in the province where one or two of the 
native jlldicial officers are not notorious among n.atives, and non. 
oji.c1Q1. Europeans at least, as being corrupt I If so, let somebody lUUUe 
that district. 

. Further, before giving cril\linal jurisdictioll, see how civil justice 
ill administered in the mofnssil towards European litigants. Ask Behar 
planters to name one or tWQ nativ~ judicial o1Bcefs whom they do not 
oonfide in as strictly impartial, and then let the recorda of their Courttl 
be examined to ascertain how many decrees have been 10llt in the Court. 
of tlrst instance by lJ;U1-"opeAns, and, then won in s?periOf courts. Thill 
jl a limple and a praotical tflBt. The Governtpent of Ipdia, if bone~t ia 
~tir intention., cannot possibly object to it, Again, from "hai 
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.ourcee are native judicial oiBcon taken, that· their immaculate 
impll.rti&lity should be &8sumed, and what eelection i8 exercised P Of 
course we know it is useless discussing only civilian natives, because the 
whole ranks will in time be allowed this privilege if onoe Englishmen 
oonsent to relinqUish their ancient right. What was all that froth and 
fury of Mr. Gupta.'s about, lately, when the counsel in that election oue 
made some application to him P I do not know exaotly what the ins 
and outs may have been, Lut as a fact the case W&8 not decided 
by the Magistrate himself, I b lieve. If the olass from which 
oirilian native Ma.gistrates are appointed are not 'better than, 
they appear to be, what about the rank a.nd file of the ;native 
justioiary P Why do natives freqrntly ask tha~ this or that native 
offioer should not try their case P It is no earthly use blinking 
matters. As things stand at prescnt you cannot possibly depend fear­
lesslyon all natives to administer justice even to their own race, very 
much le88 to Europellons. Let those who are upright and honest among 
them do all in their power to improve tha state of the service, if necea· 
/lary exposing the black sheep, and possibly in the course of some genera­
tions there..may be suoh a obange that an 'Englishman willienter a 
Native's Court with just as' much oonfidence as he would a European'. 
but until that halcyon time comes let all Englishmen hold hard on to 
their present privileges. 

You say , sir, that the measure if passed will extl.Ctlrbllote feali ngs of 
jealousy between offieial and non-Qfficial of Europeans as well 11.1 he· 
tween black and white. I hope you are mistaken. however. I believe 
European Magistrates are entirely with their fellow-oountrymen 
on 'this point. Have tbey been asked their opinion, as Govern­
ment &8ks it on all other matters P . If they have not, what is the 
reason P Hardly, I opine that tbe India Government knew it would 
be superlluous to invite suoh opinions, because they would all, ala 
matter of oourse, betray tbeir oountrymen alld advise them to be 
mad~ liable to injustict' a.nd insult. Tbe opinions of a few high offioial8, 
all afraid to offend Government It:iJt tbey should lose the expeoted /leat 
in Council or 'lome such pleasing prospect, with, bowever, thil.nk 
goodness, some worthy exceptions, are not wort!> the paper they are 

. writtan on for the purpose of bonestly finding out wbetber the pro­
posed chang is desirable or not. U the Volunteers" do not resign in 
a body which WOll d be impolitic, yet I expeot tbey will gradually 
melt away. As to Local Self-Government, it is doubtful if this in­
,.me patchwork legislation oan be carried out. Many men with inti_ 
mate knowledge of the country had loyally relolved to pocket their 
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feeliDga and 8Upport the uovernment in ita expe~men\" 8~eme 
of adminiatr&tion, but now things will, I pred1ct, be wldely 
dillerent. Of oourse, as every correspondent has pointed \lut, and 
the Chamber of Commerce insisted upon, European capital need not· 
be expected to enter India if the conquered race is to ~ judgment on 
the oonquerors. No amount of Exhibitions or reduction of oustom8will 
prevail against such a suicidal measure. In faot, Lord Ripon's Govern­
ment seeDls now to have just stultified itself. It had done some good 
and was expected to do more, but now it 1S anxious to undo everything 
again and create an agitation whioh will in the long run probably causo 
bloodshed. It may be many years hence, but it may not b~ so very long, 

&llItudents of English and Indian h~tory Bre aware. . . 
Sir, I hope and am conuqent tliat you will'haver cease &g1tahon 

until orowned witllsuccess, while we will all assist the Chamber of Com­
merce with our moral and if necessary our pecuniary support-in pre­
venting a few 80 oailed Englishmen from selling us hand and foot to 
our own subjects, apparently spoilt by over kindness. 

JOHN BULL. 
February 27, 188S. 

A woll at lended meeting of Tea Planters was held at Ranicherra.. 
Duars, on 26th February, to PTotpst against Mr. libert's Bill, when 
the followinq Resolution was adopted.-

" That in the opinion of this meeting the wration in that law 
propolM.'d by Government in the Bill entitled. • A Bill to amend the 
Code of Crinliua.l Procedure so far as it relates to the exercise of jum­
diotion over European British subjects,' oalls for an exprellllion, of our 
lUIqua.1iflad disapproval and indignation at the at~mpt of the Govern­
ment to interfere with the Englishman'S proud privilege of being triad 
bt hia peers, and to make him amenable to punishment at-the hands of 
.. native judioiary, thus attempting to lower hie prestige before th. 
native.. And further, as regards. the community of Tea PlanteD, who 

• have to work their native labourers through moral force, we would 
.trongly point out the depreciating effect such a measure would hay. 
been on the powers neoessary for the due performance of duty by Euro­
pean employed of labour in the molusai1." 

THE CALOUTTA TRADES ASSOCIATION. 
A meeting of the membArs of the Calcutta. Trades Association Wal 

held yeat erday at thp rooms of the AS8~ciation, for the purpolltl 01 
considering the proposed amendment of the Criminal Procedure Code. 
There waea wge attendance, Mr. Pratt, Master, in the Chair. 


