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Bill; and can you imagine the blindness of our Govemmﬁ‘;
‘when with the opportunities it had of consulting the Gove nment
of Bengal and tﬁe judges and the High Court, it did not do so, |
Why did they not come and suy “ Here is a Bill dealing with
your own countrymen, tell us what you think ofit?” Is it
not a putting of the telescope to the blind eye metto con

~ pult those who can hest tell? Tt is only a hero whocan
“defend himself for looking only with his Llind eye when he does
_not wish to see his orders, and hecan only do it foran heroic
action which will commend itself to future generations of Eng+
lishmen, Letme read you a few extracts from these opinions.

y Mr. Carmichael, an officer of great experience, after trac-
ing shortly the course of legislation on this subject, says :—

“ Practically, however, except the petiy jarisliction given toa Ses-
sion Court presided over by a British subjet?, in the present Code
mod in 1872, nothing whatever has been done, and we Enow why it

not been done—the British Lion a vulgar brute, no doubt bas wag«

* ged his tail and roared ; that he would do so again now is 1 think,
pretby certain.”

After quoting at length from the Minutes of Messrs.

Huddleston and Howell, Mr. Branson continued : —

Gentlemen, it is asked that you should give up your right
to be tried by your own countrymen. Now, this is netoriously a
country in which the utmost ingenuity is ever trying to concoct
‘and bring false charges. (Cheers.) What the stiletto is to
‘the Ttalian, the false charge is to the ordinary Bengali. He
loves it, it is his weapon which he ever carries ahout with
‘him, and the facility with which fulse evidence ¢in be procured
out here enables him to use tlis weapon with the most fatal
effect ; and we are called cowards forsooth, because we have
asked that we shull not be tied hand and foot, and left
in the hands of these wen with their stilettoes of false
charges ; and not we alone, but English ladies, in the
‘remote districts of Cachar, may be brought up before a
native commissioner when their hushands are away, and th
‘has been some quarrel with the coolies of some neighbouri
'Q‘::en. They may be - carried before anative Magistrate and
I‘t N i

re tried at his hands, and subjected to all the indignities

whi l} you can picture for yourselves before a man who hasnot

‘ighé‘s:}?ﬂest knowledge of their natures (Loud and continued

cheering.) - Gentlemen, it is more than sentiment, it is a sacred

i charge,a sacred duty, you havecast uponyou. Many of you

. have brought from your: far English home ~some fair " girl, en-

 trusted to youbya fond father to be your wife; and if you

_abandon these rights now, you break your faith with those who
 gavethat girl to you. You are grievously at fault as betrayers .
~of m sacred trust. (Loud ohoerl-g Tt is not that Ifearformy
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- countrymen alone, it is not that I fear for the evil which may.
fall upon them by their being tried before native magistrates;
* but I cannot help looking forward to the future, and thinki
swhat will be the effect. IFf, in the case I described,a husbar
worked up to a state of wild excitement, went into the court,
God only kuows what would be the result; and it is to defend
the people of the soil as well as my own countrymen that I call
upon you to raise your voices in protest against this charge.
(E:uﬂy cheers.) Gentlemen, it has been well said by Howell in
his “State Trials? that “it seems generally to happen that
persons who either possess or lay claim to power of any kind,
are strongly disposed to be of opinion that they may be trusted
with such power,” and he proceeds to give many instances of
 this, sho ‘ing how, when the power has been acquired, it has
L en abused even™ ly Enflishmen amongst and against
‘Englishmen. But, gentlemen, let me say one word on another
subject. 1t is said that this Government has exceptional
_privileges, in that it has at its head at home a stateman of
whom, however much we-may differ with him in opinion, every
Englishman must be justly proud. Let me read to you the
words of that statesman himself upon the subject of ow
legislatiom ought to proceed on mowentous question of this
kind. Mr. @ladstone, in his famous speech at Greenwich,
which will be in the memory of every one of I:ou who hap-
pened to be in England in the antuwn of. 1871, when he stood

i up to defend his Government with regard to the army purchase

- question and other marters, said: “1I hoye while 1 remain in

- public life I shall be able to act.zeulously and cheerfully with

- you for the promotion of Liberal opinions. I for ome never
‘understood by Liberal opinions either precipitate conclusions

- or submissive concessions, and I trust we shall well consider

- before we commit ourselves to vast changes and the introduc-
- tion of new principles, and that we shall know before we com-
“mit ourselves something of what the results are likely to be.”
‘Now, gentlemen, don't you think these words might have been
itaken to heart by our rulers before they introduced this
~change? 1 tell you they ought to bave been, because you have
no ;—i‘;hc to interfere with the rights of the people. I will
now read to you the words of one who was honoured here, of
one who met with his death in this Town Hall (applause.)
Let me read Mr. Justice Norman’s words on tKu sub-

. ject. “ Every British subject is Jorn a debtor by the
* fealty and allegiance which he owes to his Sovereign
.and the State; a creditor by the benefit and protection
-of the King, the laws, and the constitution.” ‘ Allegiance”
says Sir W. Blackstone “is the tie which binds the subject to
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~ the King in return for that protection which the King affords to
' the subject, Foremost amongst the privileges ussured to the
subject by the protection of the sovereign is liberty and secu-
xit{lof the person. The crown cannot derogate from these |
rights. Bracton tells us that the King is under the law, for |
the law makes the King. The King cannot interfere h the
liberty of the subject, nor deprive him of any of his rights.”
Now, gentlemen, this is an unmistakeable endeavour fo de-
prive us of our rights, and I say there is no power in the Go-
 vernment to do that, (Cheers.) It has been well said that
there is a point at which allegiance itself may stop. Now, I do
not say, I do not suggest that you have come to this point yet,
but what I tremble for, and what I am coward enough to fyear
is, that this Bill will provoke reprisals,and reprisals will provoke
£resh legislation, and fresh legislation will £afeit allegiance,and
the country be hurled almost into the horrors of civil war (loud
cheers), We know that if you have strong, determined men to
deal with, they will have their way. We who have read history
know what happered when the negroes of the Southern States
{ privileges against their white brethren. We know what
llowed, and how these negroes went trembling on their knoes
‘to beg that these privileges might be taken away. Now the
uestion is, are you going to surrender your rights ?" (cries of
0, No). Swear by all that is most sacred to you that you will
not (loud cries of No, No).' Let your voice be heard, that the
Government may have no excuse for saying they djd not know
your sentiments.. The Viceroy and the council say they want
1o know your views. Tet them be assured that you will not
give up your rights, that you are determined to stand by them,
- and that you will not give them vp for your own sakes, and for:-
_the sake of those who arve dearer to you than life, than health,
than anything else which God has given yon upon this earth.
(Loud and continued cheering). Stop, gentlemen, at nothing
that is lawful. Combine, unite, organize, to forward this great
end Remember what your great Prime Minister said at Midlo-
thian: It was the Clerkenwell explosion that got the Ivish their
vights,” Isaygo as far as you legally and properly can in the
protection of your rights. Do not compromise yourselves, do
not aliow: yourselves to be urged on by blind fury, or to be led
into deing anything which, it may be said, shews that you are
unworthy of your rights. Hold to your rights; tell your
Governor-@eneral he has been misled. (Cheers.) You are
| yourselves greatly to blame in this matter. Oace before in my
career in this country it was given to we to address you, not
“in anything like such a large boly as there is here to-day,
and I then said you were yourselves very greatly to g
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blame for not letting your rulers know your views. Youare °*
too immersed in the pursuit of your basiness vJ)leasure cand
rofit, you do not let your opinions be heard. ben & matter
ike this comes forward, do not forget that youhave those
in this country who snps)ose that your interests and theirs are
opposed that when you lose they gain, that it is well to make
a prejudice in th ir own favour. That some such things go on
is manifest ; else how ean you account for this last extraordinary
resolution which has Leen published, the result of which is this.
Sir Louis Cavagnari died in the service of this country by the
dagger of anassain. If he leaves a son, andthe assassin
leaves a son, the assassin’s son would be preferred in the com-
tition for Government employment. (groans.) This is what
it comes to. A gi®vous wroflg has been put upon you ; show
that your minds have been deeply stirred; act like men,
whether you be pure Europeans or Eurasiaus ; join hand in
hand and  fight together; and let your watchword be pro-
tection. (Cheers.) Take for your motto the = motto of
your Volunteers, *defence and not defiance;” ask that your
rights shall be maintained ; fight for that; and pray that God
may guide you to act wisely and well; and pray that m His
influite mercy he may guide your rulers to a right conclusion
which may avert quarrels and misery, if not more, in this un- =
fortunate land. (Loud and continued cheering and of waving
- of hats for several mmutes.) g
Mr. Bregck (the German (‘onsul-General), who was re-
ceived with cheers in supporting the first Resolution, said that
he was not a British born subjeet, but hewas living under the =
laws of this country, and anything whichwas done here wounld
affect him and his fellow countrymen as mwuch as it would
. Englishmen. - He trusted, therefore, that every foreigner in
‘India would support this Resolution. (Cheers.)
The Sheriff then put the Resolation the vote, and it was
' earried unanimously and with acclamation. ‘
Mge. Prrr-Kesnepy, who was received with cheers, said:—
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentleman,—T confess the duty is one
which I should gladly have escaped, for I feel that every word
* . said to-day is likély to have a tendency to irritate and excite feel-
‘ings of race and ¢lass jealousy which I confidently hoped were
tending to subside, but I do feel my conscience clear in the mat-.
~ter. It is not we who have provokeg the discussion. (Cries of
“10.”) 'We bave not willingly stepped into the arena. The
- contest has been forced on us by those who with a light-heart re-
opened guestions which most of us believed to have been closed,
and who, apparently from mere childish anxiety to do something,
are now proposing to amend within two months of its coming in
operation an Act, long—at least three years—under considera-
Mg, PITT-KENNEDY, :
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tion and as carefully considered as anything can be in a bod
‘be the responsibility of the injury which must of necessity resul
from their meddlesome mischief. (Groans.) o

~ You all kvow what the proposition is. It is one whose
supporters’ best argument is that it is so small, so trival, that
really 1o one need mind it ; that “it pleases he, and caw’t hurt
1" as the gignntic navvy said as his excuse for allowing his
wife to beat hini. bat if that be so, why make the change ¥
(&gpluuse.) Wonld rational people go through the solemn
and ponderous furce of passing a Bill (hrough the Legislative
Council if it really were to have no appreciable effect.
(Ironical cheers.) One would havg thought that a measure of
such trifling import would hardly have reffiived the sanction
of the Secretary State (Groans) to be procured béfore hand, as
the telegrams inform us it has becn instead of his waiting for
the Council to see its necessity, anl then passing or vetoing the
Act, as that which we may by courtesy call the constitution of
India requires. One would have thonght that if the measure

v
- constituted asis the Leglslative Council. (Cheers.) Upon them

i

were 80 trivial it might have waited in the recesses of the

Tegislative Office till some new recasting of the sCriminal
Procedure Code were deemed necessary ; but the brain from
 which it sprung deems it so imporiant that it is forced for
‘ward, apparently without even the decent farm of consulting
the Judges of the High Court beihg observeds ( Groans.)
‘Oue would have thought that for so small and insignificant an
Act it would bave hardly been deemed worth ‘while, in the
present state of Indian financé to spoil the gnantity of paper
which, unless the standing orders be suspended, the forms of
‘passing a Bill would require, ( Cheers and laughter ) much less
to elicit the storm of indignant opposition to which your pre-
_sence, gentlemen, herve to-day testifies (Applanse.) Posei%ly,

gentlemen, the proposers of the change may not have fore-
seen the probability of the attitnde which the European popu-

_lationof Indin has taken. If the Secretary of State be the

delinguent, of course he can know nothing about the matter. If

it te the Viesroy, ( Groans ) he is perforce placed in “a hollow

lotus land,” when he and his Council are living “on the hills. -

- Like gods together careless of mankind.” His advisers are
of necessity members of the bureaucracy—some of them men
of great ability and experience of a kind, but all of them
. severed from anything like an intimate acquaintance with the

- mind of the von-official population. (Hear, hear.) One may be
- a very good friend of a Collector, a Judge, a Commissioner, or a
: , but there are few of us sufficiently candid to tell them

in moments of social relaxation how very erroneous we consider

~ Ma. PITI-KENNEDY.



lted on quentxons of this kind? Is he not in times ot p
; 'llderod as a disturbing element and a mere Phllutmq,
e ml@ of comprehending the enlarged views of a Vi
] hter and cheers) for we must remember that, acc
oar preseat Homs Sicretary, (groans) a Viceroy derives
‘dmtl.’ge from his ignorance of India, and his saturation wi
dern views as held in circles of those who complacently ¢
themselves advanced thinkers, of the men who can concentrate
e whole complicaged relatim of the infinite varities 6! r
kind iu a few formule as portable and as certain as Eno's fr
sult or Holloway's pills. (Laughter and a dppla.u.e .)
Even, however, a.dmxtung all the disadvantages )
which a Viceroy labours as the initiator of legmla.tlon, it il ,
~ cult o understand how any one would have thought that tﬁc [
* mere material injury inflicted would be a measure of the o
§ sition excited. Most Englishmen would rather Gndurem Al
tllﬁ.n dish®nor. (Loud cheers.) IR
1" " The proposers of this change must have thoug]
Bngluhmen of the present day bad rather adopted Fal
~ reasoning on the subject of honor, and that unleuﬂuy
‘some immediate personal loss likely to accure from the
drawal of a right, they would not much mind it, and
wlully turn the other cheek to the smiter. 1 trus :
mg will undeceive tbem 158
Is, however, this injury so trifling as its adnnlq- i
Wt ?  Even admnttmg that it is improbable that any
Eom of us will be personally brought for judgment be-
x!are. siy, Mr, Gupta in ‘some remote Mofussil | iz
Reporters and Barristers: do not grow freely, nndw
e are careless of the interest of our fellows; even
ﬂnﬂ. can this gx;g be considered without reference to
chngea have occurred  latterly—some, perha !
. rather administrative than legislative 7 (Applause.)
: fzw the distinct tendency of the Government to unlnzn.ltﬂlr :
- Government employment  all persons of Eurogel-n
0 M The brden with 'respect to_the D .and
% placs at a very, Breat disadvan
qﬁxv mmnt employ the descendants of those who
for England, though born a.ndedw
.nmmmr. \ '
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‘country from parents likewise so born and educated ; mQ;@:s [
in the name of equality. (Groans and hisses.) A compatriot
" of mine was the happy inventor of the formula for this kind of
squality—* one man is as good another, and a great deal betier
"’ (Groans.) S :
I do mot say that Englishmen have much fo com-.
lain of in being excluded from the public service here.
K‘hm who know the ways of our Rulers will hardly call
the Secretary of State a generous master. Well for them
* if they can even persuade themselves that he is just. (Groans.)
The universal discontent of the services is the best coms
ment on the action of the Government in this respeet; but
in the interest of the community, it ig hardly well that the less
malleable element should be expelled in favor of the more
yielding. It may, however, be a great advance in the dirvection
~ to which we are being driven, whith is, so fa=~as I can see, the
_ subjection of the entire commumity, Hindu, Musulman, and
Christian, to a rule, perhaps less cruel, but as despotic, as arbi-
trary as ever it was in the days of the Mogul, and infinitel
more systematized, more powerful, and less likely to be eva.de«f.‘
(Loud groans and hooting.)

- Ever since the destruction of the old Company, more and
more the reign of custom and law has been diminished, and
the arbitrary will of the Secretary of State (hisses) substituted,
for 1t is an abuse of language to call the Legislative Couneil
anything save an office for registering the orders of the
Secretary of State. (Groans.)) We had a beautiful illus-
tration of it last year, when the Secretary of State
t;elegm?ed out orders to pass an Act to let in petroleum ex-
cluded by an Act of the Legislature. (Groans.) No doubt he

- says he did not, but equally certainly the statement was mads
in Couneil, that he did, and the illustration is rather more to
the purpose. (Cheers.) If he did not, it more strongly shows
how mere a phantom the Legislative Council is. A eompact
nucleus of official members, who, as I understand, believe
themselves bound by the Secretary’s order, whatever their
opinion may be, ean always over-rule the so-called imdepmdent
members, while the Viceroy is hardly more than the speaking
end of a telephone, transmitting orders from the Iudia Office,
(Hisses and groans.) \ .

 But' the subjugation of the Viceroy, incomplete as it
was before .the telegraph was laid, was not sufficient to
muke all plain sailing, There was an institution here—the

- Bupreme Court—(loud «heers) which was one of the
ﬁmy things in India which was mnot a sham, and it was
doomed. The power of an independent  tribunal to take

‘Mz, PITT-KENNEDY, ‘ i
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cognizance of the acts of all servants of Government, by which
‘the subject suffered, was hateful to the lovers and possessors
of concentrated power, and that most useful jurisdiction was
not transferred from the Supreme to the High Courts. &‘.riel
of shame ! and groans.) Again, by means of the Grand Jury, the
ubli¢ had the right and the power of intervening to put offen-
Seu on their trial for criminal offences, even though the Govern-
ment were unwilling to prosecute and the Grand Jury wai
abolishsd. Then came the new Procedure Code of 1872, by which
the power of issuing writs of Habeas Corpus into the Mofussil
was taken from the High Coeurt,(loud groans)and a grave inva-
“sion of the rights ot Europeans was effected, which, however, we
~ were assured was only for the purpose of avoiding the
difficulty and expemse of sesding Europeans long distances
for trial, and which was declared to be absolutel
. final and sufficient for all purposes. Then followed Lord
Lytton’s attack on the independence of the High Court ; next,
the reduction of the salaries of High Court Judges ; and mnow
comes this new amendment which, we are also told, will be
absolutely final, will do no harm, and merely remove what they
are pleased to call an anomaly, but which does take away
a privilegh and a right of which we are proud, without any pros-
pect of benefit to any mortal man. (Applause.) How can any
one believe it is to stop there ! Does the suggestion of this
change satisfy the craving of the Bengalee Editor for further
degradation of the European ? Nota bit of it. No more
than the Davitts and Parnells in Ireland are satisfied with the
Land Act. Look at the Amirta Bazaar Patrika, which either
from ignorance, or worse, deliberately suggests to its readers
that different punishmentsare provided for natives and for
Europeans guilty of the same offence. (Groans.) Each con-
cession is only made the occasion for seeking further conces-
"gions ; and one can have little doubt that if the present sense-
less amendment be passed, the next step, and one to be taken
at no distant period, will be to subject Euro s universally
to the jurisdiction of the Mofussil Courts without reservation.
(Groansand uproar.) What wonld be the effect of this ? I
venture to express my opinion that it would be, before lo:
to apply to the Mofussil Englishmen the fate suggested by our
Premier for the “unspeakable Turk,” and to send him “bag and
baggage” to some country where his riﬁhts were more respect-
ed. (Afphnse.) Every one knows that'a false criminal charge
is as well recognized a proceeding in a quarrel in this country
as an Evans gambit in a game of chess, and we know also that
Englishmen do occasionally give offence to their neighbours.
What would be the result then? One may prophesy that the

Mz. PITT KENNEDY.
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~would have been convicte

‘future will resemble the past, and I think that some of
~gentlemen,will remember two cases the first which occurs iy
1ind,in which some of you probably acted as jurors and in which
prose .One was the accusation of Mr. Vigors. In that E

~doubt that before the Magistmte or in the Sessions, Mr. Vigors
) , as his alleged accomplicesin fact
_were; but when the story came to be investigated befoni: sii

pf‘t‘.z” " : ‘

e | ;ér"?;:‘
oy
i

‘the committing Magistrate was clearly of opiniom, that Mr,
Vigors, a most benevolent and  kind-hearted gentleman, had
‘brutally kicked to death an unfortunate villager. There is little

High Court, the falsechood of the charge became so manifest

' that the Jury declined to hear the defence. (Cheers.) 1ammot

 much’inclined to believe that my client is in the wrong, gentle-

~_mmen, but, in that case, T would 1@t resist ths conclusion of the
‘entire falsity of the case which I had laid before the Court,and -

_the principal witness was
_wvicted. (Applause.) Lt
.~ Another case. There was the charge of murder against
. M. Stevens, who was also, and most properly, acquitted with-
- out hearing witnesses for the defence,the case against him being
| evidently untrue, (cheers) althon

- him for trial had as evidently the clearest opinion of his guilt.

vt &
3

gh the Magistrate who sent

i ﬁo‘nm) But this Steveus’ ‘case points more clearly to 'the
_danger of the present proposed change. One portion of the
~evidence there was a collection of bones alleged to be the

~ ‘remains of the victim., They had been brought to Caleutta by -
* the native inspector of police, who asserted thaf he had himself
~ seen them picked up as portions of one body ; but I have since

. been informed on avthority which I cannot” doubt, that if the

Peadie =

of that enquiry. (Groans.)
If Buropean istrates could do such

one from those whose entire sympathies would be

Applause.)

isses) is Lord Ripon, (groans) able
,egislative Councils? Does mnot all histo
concession but increases the demand, an

s soner had been permitted to go mto evidence, it would have
ey E:oﬂ proved by the clearest and most distinguished medical
 testimony that the bones could not have all belonged to onebody ; £
~ that,in fact, the intelligent police officer had picked up bones to
 manufacture a picce de conviction. (Uproar.) You will also, Tdare

~ say,remember, gentlemen, with what difficulty the Government . =

~ was induced to have the case

i

things, what m .

@
. But, again, to retfrp to this promise ofbﬂnalit upon what g
"",d;it vest? . How shall it bepgua.ianteed? iv',mgonnm e

show  that ever,
that the home
N Rt \_;5?’.:

o

N

prosecuted for perjury and duly con- - ..

-

conduct of its officers in that case
tigated, and how carefully it has ever since concealed the ry

4

to bind futwre
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_proverb about inches and ells is well founded. Itbm :
true that progress is invariably in one direction.fy We
- have seen strong reactions succeed in politics. To gomo

further back than the present generations, look at Prussiain

1:48 and in 1870 ; but it1s as true in politics as in war, that
the advantage is with the attack, that the defenders of a posi-
tion, however strong and tenable it may be, have fewer chances
than those who try to storm it, and that each goint lost by the
defence raises the courage, the hopes, and the demands of
the assailant. Gentlemen, the course of concession to senti-
‘mental claims has been tried elsewhere. We see the present
state of Ireland. Do our Rulers hope to make India imitate
it? (Groans.) This change is toremove an anomaly. Thisis

ite sole reason. Wil there b@no other anomalies left behind ? =

‘Anomaly is just as good a word as the famous Upas tree,
and I ghould think is intended to mean much the same thing,
that is to say, something the speaker wishes to vilify; and I

take it that the Bengalee Editor will before long have discovered
some other grievance of the same type which Lord Ripon and
Mr. Ilbert will also find to be an anomaly. (Applause.) In-
deed, this is no matter of conjecture now; there Eu been neo
reticence*about it, and our Rulers have been as clearly warned
by the npative papers that this ' must not be final as la |
could convey the warning. Now if the proposed change in any
way conduced to the safety or prosperity of our native fellow=
subjects, 1 should pause long before opposingit. 1f the pri-

wvilege of the European injured the - native, there might be

ﬂgunds for removing it, but as it stands, it does them no more
m than it does me—that the Marquis of Ripon, if ac-

) cused of treason or felony, must be tried by a tribunal differ-

"

%

ent, from that which would sitin judgment over me if 1 were
similarly unfortunate. (Applause.) I confess that this pri-
vilege does not excite feelings of envy in my breast ; perhaps
my edacation has made me less susceptible than a Bengalee

. Editor of such feelings; still it does seem to'me strange
 that when the Viceroy is so anxious to strip others of a

right which they prize, because it is an anomaly, he hes
pever used his power as a constituent portion of the

| Legislature to divest himself of a priv.ilege which, if he
ee

. besincere in his present proposal, he must

; : m invidious,
and which seems at least equally anomalous. (Cheers and

K Laughter.) Whence, however, comesdhe zeal for the levelling
 down now proposed 7 It would seem to have been an attempt

. to evade a proposal for levelling up. Among the other
i changes made in 1872, as I already mentioned, the

e

%
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as a in the fenenl process of degrading the High Courts,
deprived them of the power of issuing writs of Habeas C

beyond the limits of the Presidency Towns. In the Act 1882 a
similar provision was contained giving powers in the nature
of a_Habeas to be exercised only within thé*Presidency
towns. Baboo goorga. Churn Law, as an amendment to the
~ present Criminal Procedure Code, proposed that the power
should be extended tothe whole country. This was levelling
up, and I for one, and I believe most of those whom I see about
me, would have been glad of any extension of powers tending
10 preserve the liberty of our native fellow-subjects; bLut this
idea did not please the higher powers. They did not like to
refuse it, but thought they might compromise the matter. They
would give nothing to the natiws, but wepld take something
from the Englishman. There is a story of an application made
by the linen manufacturers of Ireland to the Irish Parliament
for an inerease of bounty. The Secretary of State replied:—

“ We cannot see our way to spending more money for ion, but

we will make two or three more offences against bleach greens
capital felonies.” The compromise here is very similar. Baboo
Doorga Churn’s request was for a tangible beaefit to the whole
. ion ; it is to be exchanged for an injury to a portion of
at,  That some greater power: of permeating the Mofussil with
ish ideas would be a great benefit to the population, there

can be little doubt.  To say nothing of the terrible severity of
Mofussil punishments which are, as a rule, double that which
would be inflicted in the High Court for similar offences, which
again are much heavier than they would be in Eagland,
one cannot forget that in all, except Sessions cases, the
eriminal jurisdiction is vested in an executive officer responsible
for the peace of the District ; while even in Sessions cases the
Judge has gone through a long training as an executive officer,
* and thus has too often acquired the idea that an acquittal is a
misfortune to the publie welfare ; and they all look for promo-

tion from the Government. (Cheers.) Macaulay’s acious
dilemma has been revived, and it is said that either the Courts’

are too bad for the native, or they are good emough for the
Em&enu.' Well, many may wish to see much improvement of
the Courts for the natives : butif no better ean be provided for
them, how does it make an inferior tribunal good enough for
those for whom a better is now secured ? If indeed the Mofus-
il system was so bad that common subjection to it would
make the whole population, European and native, unite inan
attempt to sweep it away, there might be some justification for
the anxiety, to deprive Englishmen of their rights. But one can
Mg. PITT-KENNEDY.
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bardly imagiue this is the arritre pensie instigating the promo-
mdm It is a design too Machiaevellian to accept
as a motive, The proposal has it soriginin maudlin lenﬁm'gn‘:
- alism and presumptuous ignorance, acted on by gentlemen in
winflamed with the sense of their own importance, which not un-
frequently takes possession of men who have been successfu
" in examinations. (Loud cheers and applause.) :
. 4 What guarantees have we respecting the native members
*ﬂ the Civil Service P—(Cheers) for any, save their power of
"~ memory ? (Laughter and cheers.) The antecedents of an
Bnglia?msn are known : the family and caste system wholly
prevent our acquiring similar  knowledge of a mnative of this
country. There are native gentlemen whom I am proud to call
my friends, members of my own profession with whom I live in
habits of daily intimacy, who know and understand E h
modes of thoughtesbut how®are we to know anything of the
native Civilian, or he to know anything about us, even sup-
posing him to be as discreet as honestly intentioned as a civilian
of the old race? (applause.) Can we expect him to regard with
benevolent feelings those whose subjection to his jurisdiction
he so earnestly desires ¥ I would think that the mere fact of a
n desiring to exercise criminal jurisdiction over another,
would be evidence almost conclusive that his mind would not be
; capable of® exercising such jurisdiction with anything like im-
, pl.\'tal.l|t¥l (Aiplause.) If 1t were proposed to the L
' officers throughout the country that they should be relieved of
the necessity of trying native prisoners, great wouldbe their
joy. The desire to take additional labour, and any additional
responsibility is not so congenial to an Oriental mind, thatwe
can view, without the gravest suspicion, the motives which lead
them to seek for it ; (cheers) and those who propose to yield to
that desire for no better reasons than have been advanced, have
only themselves to thank if it believed that their true motive is
their wish to atamd: out all liberty, all individuality, whether in
the European or the Zemindar, and to reduce the whole popu-
~ lation of the country, of whatever class or race, to a h 4
" herd in the omnipotent hands of a bureaucracy, culminating in
the Jupiter of Simla. (Loud cheers.)
. The speaker then moved the second resolution which was
fy as follows : — A ¢
* ~ “1st., That memorials of protest be drawn up and eircu-
. lated for signature in Bengal and other Provinces, and, when
" duly signed be presented to His Excellency the Viceroy and
. Governor-General in Council, and to Her Majesty’t Secretary
" .of State for India, and that the Sheriff be requested to sign
" the same on behalf of this meeting.

- Mg. PITT-KENNEDY,



2nd. That petitions for the protectian of the rig
 privileges and liberties of Her Majesty’s European Bri
subjects be drawn up and circulated for liﬁlture in like ma
_mer, ud" when duly signed, presented to both Houses of Par-
. Mr. Kennedy sat dowh amid loud applause. g s g

ho wsi*ro-» |

M. Pratt, Master of the Trades’ Association, w 18
cived with cheers, seconded this Resolution, and in doing 8o
~said that it was impossible for him to add anything to the
able remarks which had fallen from the learned gentleman who
~ had just proposed the Resolution. He would, therefore, simply
I confine himself to expressing, on behalf of the Calcutta Tmﬁ. i
- Association, their unqualified disapproval, as Englishmen, of
~ the proposed alteration in the Criminal Procedure Code, as
fes unnecessary and injurious to the status of Her Majesty's
- Furopean British subjects in In®a. (Loudscheers.) He begg-

-

ed in these few words to second the Resolution, “

Mr. J. G. Apcar, who was received with cheers, in support~

~ ing this resolution, said :—Mr, Chairman, Ladies and Gentle-

men,—No one who has been a day in Caleutta since the requi~ |

sition to the Sheriff first begau to be circulated ; no one who is

- here present to-day will for a moment doubt that this occasion

is one of grave importance in the history of this country under

the Government of India (cheers.) The proposal 8f the Bill

before the Council to amend the Criminal Procedure Code has
convulsed the European community throughout the whole of
India, and signs are already apparent that the anxiety it has

is spreading throughout the whole of the British nation

; TEe support of Europeans who are nok British subjects

3 ‘cheers
_has been offered to yon. I am a British subject, but not an
~ European, nor am 1 a native of this country., The status of the
. class to which I belong is not threatened, nor is any right or
 privilege of ours imperilled, but we feel sufficiently strongly in
. the mafter to be very willing to join you in this solemn protest *
- against the Bill (loud cheers.) We think that it is most unfair
- and unjust towards you that the measure be pressed on you
.~ against your will (cheers.) Our education and association enlist
' us in sympathy with you, but we also are moved by selfish
.~ reasons. %e are interested in the welfure of the country and of
Ny x British rule in India, and no one so interested should be silent
the

§

ion like this (Lond cheers.) I have been led to examine

‘grounds which are urged for the proposed change, and I

> found them to be only flimsy pretexts (cheer.) Sir Ashley

in his reply to a memorial presented to him by a section of the
~ native community éarnestly advised them to seek to obbim,f'./
~ only what would be for their own benefit, and never agilate |
| M.J,G. APCAR. L
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ly to share in the privileges enjoyed by others (cheers).
Ashley Eden was intimately acquainted with the disposition gt
‘characters of the natives ; he was their friend, I may say almos
‘their partisan. Those who knew him best will best appréciate
that he would not have spoken thus if he had not thought it
to be necessary and for their benefit to give them this warning.

he words Sir Ashley Eden used should be emblazoved usa
‘text in the most impressive colors and placed in every‘v-illwi‘ ;
school thronghout the whole of India (cheers.) *What is
benefit which the small clique of Bengal gentlemen who are the
agitators in the matter desireto obtain by the passing of the

. measure? Of what office have they been deprived what emoln-

5
b
i

- .shows an eager desire to thrust himself into the position of

" ment have they lost which they desire to regain, and for which

‘the amendment is #» provide #hem a remedy ? No doubt they =
will reply that they feel the distinction so acutely that they
are willing to undertake extra work. Gentlemen, Courts of
Law would look with suspicion on the conduet of & person who

&

- gratuitous arbitrator to which is attached heavy work

_ enerous responsibilities, and would closely scrutinise the reasons

', for action of such an extraordinary character (hear, hear.)  We

w3

i

‘4;\‘, Ut

" hear)? Why pass the Arms Act?

 because they utter ear-piercing shrieks. The answer to the

iy
382
¢
4
vy

| ghonld cohsider that the -education of the child whoconld

“obtain every thing by simply erying out for it very lond

* wus being sadly neglected We do not allow the turbumlent '

members of a nursery to become masters of the house simply

- questions I have put sounds plausible enough, but let us sce
what are the reasons urged on their behalf. ViR
*" " Errors like straws on tae surface flow, e
~ He who would search for 1s must dive below. - ol ihe |
- (Cheers.) It is urged that there is an anomaly, and it is
“desired to remove anomalies. I would ask, who urges this? Is it
ge Government orhiil it thevlgzngghl’ If it be Governmeat who ~
us speaks, T would say, y do you emact anomalies (hear,

i?e‘ , V;bl. make the dealing with

nn property in a certain way in Calcutta a mo
and enact that the dealing in the same manner with such pro-

G Wt of Caleutta is not a mortgage? This has been done by

, d Transfer Act passed under the auspices of Lord Ripor
only last year. You not only enact anowalies but you
sanction them by your administrative orders. How is it,
 if you abhor anomalies, that you havg reduced the salary of
 pative Judge of the High Court (cheers)? You say that the =
ay now offered is quite suflicient for him because he is a mative ;
hen do you not yourselves acknowledge and in spite of every pro-
test of Europeans and native alike, who implore you to refrain
because you are lowering the prestige of the High Court and in-
3 .le“' “\ i kit . K, s ‘
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iuri El“tho administration of justice (cheers) ? Do you not insist
~ that there isa distinction between a native and Euvopean, |
you say that it is only the native who is a member of the Civil Ser

i 0 is to be allowed to try European British -suthjects, Mr.
- Justice. Romesh Chunder Mitter, a Judge of the High Court,

& man of greut learning and the most distinguished character

in the Hindu community, who tries cases against Europeaus
in appeal from the Mofussil, would not be qualified under
your proposed law, shonld he settle in the Mofussil, to try
kuropea.n British subjects there. If it is the Bengali who
eaks of anomalies, [ would say to him you yourselves engoy
:Ea advantage of many anomalies, and until you consent that
your wives and daughters shal be examdmed in open Court it
does not lie in your mouth to raise a ery that any change in
any matter should be made on the ground that there is an
existing anomaly (cheers.) Ifthe Princess of Wales (cheers)
were to come out to India, H. R. H. would be liable to appear

bt ]
e 3
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. that they should not be dealt with on the same footing? And i

s a witness in open Court, and the wife of the humblest clerk is '«

privileged and protected from so appearing! Mr. Branson has
pointed out administrative difficulties under the law that
exempts persons from appearing in the Law Courts as wit-
nesses. Permit me to point out that the difficulties cansed
are not only administrative difficulties, but difficulties which
lead not unfrequently to a failure of Justice. A Judge who
- does not see a witness, who' is mnot permitted to hear

. his evidence as spoken, cannot come to a conclusion as to the
weight to be attached to bis testimony, as well as when he can
observe his demeanour and the manner in which the questions
are put and answers given (hear, hear.) These witnesses are -
examined urder a Commission, and there is not only the chance,
- of afailure of Justice which might well be avoided, but also the
inconvenience caused to the litigants is great, and a heavy addi-
tion to the costs of a suit (hear, hear. Englishmen, however,
ave generous enough to abstain from raising an agitation and
permit natives to enjoy these privileges which, after all, are
woi.hit;f other than prejudices (hear, hear.) But what greater
. ;rigm y could there be than the state of circumstances in which
~ the voice of the conqueror is not heard, and the voice of the
. tonquered treated with extravagant respect (loud cheers) ?
If we treat the matter in a broader, and as I think truer

~ basis, I think that Englishmen, as the conquerors, are entitled

to privileges, and that it would be an anomaly if they were

not permitted any (cheers.) Then it is said that the distinetion

18 invidious, On this point I can speak plainly. T suffer e‘g

disadvantage under which the native labors, with the additiona

disadvantage of not being a native myself, (laughter and
Mgz. J.G. APCAR, ~
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~ cheers) a disadvantage felt by every one in this country who is
~ mnot anative, and not one of the high officers of State (hear,
- hear). I confess I cannot appreciate the craving for power to
gy‘ persons who do not wish to be tried by them. If I wereas
Magistrate and an accused person objected to my trying him, if
it were possible, without administrative inconvenience, to trans.
fer his case to the file of another officer, I should be glad to be
- rid of him.* Tt is essentially necessary that the decision oftri- -
* bunals should be respected, and decisionsof a Judge who
- objected to for any reason can never be respected (hear, hear.)
' The proposed alteration in the Procedure Code may operate
to permit Armeniats to try European British subjects, but we
would not desire the pewer to try them if they are unwilling to
subject themselves to our jurisdiction. We would concede that
there is something @ to Bnglishmen who are the conquerors
Lere and have brought this country toa state of prosperity ;
to the nation which protects us from invasion from without, and
saves us from sua.rchy within, the country. But we could not *
wish, nay we are anxious, that there should not be a change,
because the injury to us would be far greater if .there.was a
change than if the law as it stands, were maintained(cheers.
We prefemnot to be tried by natives, and would rather be trie
by Europeans. Those who, like ourselves, have bieen brought
up and live under the influences of western civilisation
cannot be understood rightly hy natives, and if they areun-
.. able to understand our characteristics, they eannot try us with
~ justice to_ourselves any more than they ecan try Euglishmen
(hear, hear.) While the distinetion is maintained we have =
_ agood ground to apply for the transfer of a case from
. the Court of a native Magistrate, but if the principle embodied
~ in the Bill become law the ground is cnt away from under our
i+ feet, and our chance--which we prize highly—of escaping the
. Court of a native Magistrate is destroyed. Besides, thereis an
 increasing number of children of fathers who are Armenians who
| come under the definition of European British subjects. When
the native talks about the distinction asinvidious, I cannot help
remarking that they are most unwise n attempting to thrust
themselves into a position to try Englishmen (hear, hear,)
' "Tha cases in which they are accused are, by every circumstance
connected with them, made very noticeable. English Magis-
trates make mistakes in cases against their countrymen, and
when a mistake bas been made or supposed to have been made
extremely strong feeling is generated Thear, hear.) I myself
remember such a case tried in the Mofussil about seven years
. ago, and if it happened that a native Magistrate were to make or
&nppoud to have made, a wistake in such cases, I fear

W feeling that would be excited would place the native
e IR 35 O APCAB '
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such a position as this tg?;t 1 myself woui.g de
wvidious one (hear, bear.) I fear that the decisi
be attributed to a mistake. I believe, wheneve)
ion happened, on each of such occasions. thiere w
ayed a feeling of the same character as We ifé now w.
ough;, perhaps, not so widely spread as is the preoent
nt (hear, hear.) Does Government thoroughly appreciate
But why discuss the matter on the bare ground of remov-
g so-called invidious distinctions? Until the English ‘nation
are willing, or say plainly that they are willing, and intend to
withdraw from this country, the cry of invidious distinetion must
disregarded (cheers.) That they have nosuch idea, the anxious
‘watching of Russia, the populyr entbusiasm excited by the
'y ptian expedltlon, is a complete answer'(Cheers.) I amaware
that there exist in England a small knot of persons who would
andon every possession that the valour of their forefathers
- have gained, and the courage and devotion which their fellow-

eountrymen have maintained ; who, acting under the code of &
orality, are friends of every country but their own (cheers.)
hese persons are not worthy our consideration (hear,
ar). It has been advanced as an argument that «if naﬁvp"’”“
officers are permitted to try civil cases in which Europeans |
are pa.rtreu, why should not the principle bs extended *to ’:f
_ceriminal cases? This bare fact proves mnothing. We should
st ascertain whether the decisions of native Civil Judges
ve satisfaction before any such argument cin have weight
(hear, hear.) I hear from BEuglishmen that in the Courtofa
ative Magistrave there will be bias against them. I hear from
native gentlemen, the fnendshxp of wany of whom I consider it ”
@ pleasure that I enjoy, that in criminal cases there will be bias
in fa.vour of the Englishmen. I do not stop to enquire which
 the true state of things. The fact that neither side ]
ar8 that the native Magistrate in a criminal case wal be ;h., 3
tial is enongh for me (hear, hear.) How can you: give
isdiction to Judges admittedly not impartial (hear, hear)?
Then theve is a talk about equa.hty Can you make peoji] vkl
. jequal by statute (cheers) ¥ What is it that native gentlemen
it ? OF what real benefit will it be to them ifit were

;Inghsh poople d such an Act? But if the nntlvep w
ixious for equality lef there be ua.hty in all things. m
Subordinate Executive, and appointments :om

to Armenmns. Eurasians n.nd Europea.nl as wall w




Are you in doubb as to the answer? Tt has been a most unfor-
(7 circumstance that the measare has been brought fo '_
-‘-s‘beur, hear.) Native gentlemen, friends of mine, have exE -
“their regret that the Bill has been proposed because of the feels
. ing which it has caused. But of course now that it has been
brought before the Council they are bound to suy that the
' measure should Le passed. Europeans and natives were com- =
mencing to mingle in society together, they*had begun to visit |
~at each others houses, then this Bill was introduced and strong
. antagonism excited and bitter feeling engendered. Let us-hope
' that the Bill will be withdrawn, and that it will be withdrawn
~ soon (loud cheers.) If it is soon withdrawn, the feeling excited
way gradually die away, and although there has been harm
~ done, it may not prove to bgof a serious character. Butif
Government ersicﬁn their intention to keep the Bill before
‘the Council, I fear that the feeling of resentment which is daily
‘growing stronger on both sides will throw us back more than a
quarter of a century. But how cowes it that this serious. state
of affairs exists? What reason is there for proposing sucha
measure and in the manner und under the circumstances
it has been proposed ¥ In 1872 the Legislature solemnly enact-
~ed that there should be a distinction, and gave to European
“+ Britislrsalbjects certain rights and then again confirmed them
 in 1882, What has happened since then that these rights
#hould be taken away from them ? If Sir Ashley Eden in trath |
is in favour of it and recommends that the meusure in a press-
ing one, how was it that he did not mention the subject &t the
passing in 1882 of the Code now in force (hear, hear.) He
| was then Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, and took an
?, ~active part in the passing of that measure. It is difficult
| for me to believe that Sir Ashley Eden, who was most
- intimately acquainted with the feelings entertained on all
subjects by the various communities who lived under
 his rule here in Bengal—it is difficult to believe that he
.. did not foresee the storm the proposal of such a change
. would raise (hear, hear.) 1 believe that he fully appre-
. ciated the difficulties, and that that was the reason whyhe
~postponed consideration of the question during his tenture of
office.  Of the many acts of Sir Ashley Eden, which history
- will record with approval, I venture to predict for posterity
: thi n,dtontawillbo eonsidered as showing greater wisdom ‘ani e
;than his refusal to entertajn the question asone to
‘be practically dealt with while he was holding the reins of
overnment (cheer?. Would that Mr. Ilbert had shown
. the same wisdom (cbeers!) Would that he had refused to
#éntertain the question during his tepure of office and
left the consideration of it to a successor! It is true that
Mg, J. G. APCAR. R

i
TRy SO0 Bk
A e

.

i vk

e

"
i

: Lm..

v
A




- Sir Ashley Eden, so far back as '857, had formed ‘his ipi_g ‘
- mion in favor of natives, but however tenacious he may
have been of opinions when once formed, I have not heard
that he has since expressed himself openly as still adberiug to

the cause he then advocated. InJanuary 187 the Governor-
General in Council—Lord Mayo was then Vigero ‘_—-—pq&eﬂ
a resolution in counnexion with the Criminal Pro¢edure Code
~ Bill then before the Legislature that ritish Buropean subjects
‘ghould not be subjected to the jurisdiction of persons other
~ than their own conntrymen. . The lamented death of that nob e-
‘man oceurred in the course of the next month, and the reins of
- @overnment were enirusted to Lord ° apier of Murchistour,
- then Governor of Madras, during the interregnum. .In April
. of the same year the Code became law, but before it was finally
ity '%Aled \ r, Bllis, now Sir Barrow Eliis, in @irect opposition to
I theresolution passed only about two months previous, proposed
to extend the jurisdiction of native Mugistrates over
~ British European subjects, in principle the same as the
- amendment now before the Council. The amendment was
- golemnly rejected, and Englishmen had given to them the
additional security of a provision in the code. The supporters
of Sir Barrow Ellis were Lord Napier of Muxchistoun,
Loxd Napier of Magdala, Sir George Campbell, and Sir Richard -
- Memple. In this connexion Cicero's reference to the Oracles
xecurs. to omne; I wonder whether the quotation of his
words would here be an apt quotation? The House of
- Lords, we learn, were solemnly informed ¢ that many emi-
~ ment authorities not connected with the presemt Government’
~ were in favour of the proposed measure. Then later, the
* Becretary of State admits - that the eminent. -authorities
“are Lord Napier of Murchistoun, Lord Napier of Mag-
dala, Sir George Campbell, 8ir Richard Temple, and
Sir Barrow Ellis.” The minority who were out-voted, those
whose opinions were solemnly rejected in 1872, are paraded
to a man as authorities in 1883. I will not dwell longer on this =
_ point, but I wish to say a word as to the qualification
 of the authorities to judge of the subject—a subjeet
_ which requires a very intimate knowledge of the”’c*aﬂ“"
s, ‘ﬁi?h the proposed measure will prejudicially affect. IE
e ,hﬂa&elua concurred, as they generally have done, to
| &  permit the natives to enjoy their customs and privileges,
 ‘there of course could be no difficulty in passing the
 proposed measure. The difficulty arises only when they
~are unwilling to cede their rights. What knowledge had the
~ eminent officials—I prefer to describe them as officials rather
~ than as authorities—in those days? I remember Sir Ashley
_Eden speaking last year in this very Hall at the farewell dinner
| M. J.G.APCAR. R
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given in his honor, which mmy of us will recall w%ﬂﬁ‘-&l [

~ remember his words. He said that there existed 20 years ago

* “a very marked separation between officials and non-officinls.””
How could officialsin those days guage the feeling of non-officials
Y gea.r, hear) ? What sympathy could there have been between
them ? If there was the feeling existing in the breast of the
green young civilian lately come out from his home, where there
must have been,as there is new, sympathy aud fellowuhig ,
between Englishmen und gentlemen, and where terms official an
non-official are still unknown, what must have been the posi-
‘tion of the higher officials, and what must have i';een
the adtitude they assumed towards the non-officials (hear,
hear)? And Sir George Campbell, S8ir Richard Temple
and Sir Barrow Edbis were #ry high officials in their rﬂ
pective provinces at a period more than 20 years ago. I
they knew little of the feelings of their fellow-countrymen in
India in 1872, what can their knowledge be now after they have
qnitted India? It cannot be supposed that either Lord ¢ apier
ol Murchistonn or Lord Napier of Magdala ever had nny know-

~ ledge of what the feeling was; they formed their opinions on
what was represented to them, and we have never been favored
with avy® arguments in support of their opinion of the same
chiaracter as the masterly treatment of the subject by Sir Fitz-
James Stephen. The present Viceroy and Mr. Tlbert are in the
same position as the then Viceroy and thethen Legal Member
and we are demonstrating here to-day, and the European
community, scatterad as they are throughoutthis vastcon-
tinent, a1e demonstrating to the officials on whose statements
we are told this measure is proposed, that Englishmen
are not willing, nay will desperately resist, every attempt
to takeaway a right which they cherish as most dear to them
(cheers). doubt whether the high cfficials whose state-
ments have been called for are in favor of the Bill are
zenerally competent fo form an opinion as to the feel-
ings of non-officials. They are civilians of more, than 20
years’ standing, and their present positions do not permit,
as a rule, of a free iuterchange of thought with non-officials.
‘But whatever their individual opinions may be, I say that the

_ circular which required them to send in their opinione was not

~ calculated to elicit free and candid opinion of the measure.

it was delirid that they should frani'ly state what their views
were, then I say that the requisitions to them was most impro-
perly framed (cheers); if 1t was intended to intimate what
was the settled policy of Government, then I say do not
_refer to them as the opinion of any class at all, for the state-
‘ments which have been elicited, are not worth a cent. The

officers who have contributed their portion of the muterial on.
_ Mg. J. G. APCAR. . ‘ b
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vhich this sid to be founded, must have been cony
g themselves that they have not disobeyed the imj

st on that account any less real, order given to them,
ere appeared the scolding that was administrated to the
or of %omba.y (laughter and cheers). And Mr. Howell
nk himself most fortunate that the returii¥to the circu-
er was designed to be private and confidential only. And
was mnot Mr. Rivers Thomson consulted ? Could it have
‘the intention, when it is *stated there was a desire to
consult Local Governments, to exclude the Governor '&f 0
dmportant a Province as is Bengal from the list of those whose
‘opinion on the measure was sought? As it is there is nota
ngle Bengal Official whose opinion on the subject is on record
gar, hear). Sir Ashley Eden i#d made toepppear as desiving =
“"that the wmeasure should be passed as law forthwith;
 whatever may have been his opinion on the abstract |
: gn. whether the natives should or should not have
&

2

: &o’" isdiction conferred on them, I apueal to his conduct as
coroborating me when I say that he did not considerit to bea
act to attempt it at.the present moment. Otherwise his, .
e conduct is wholly inexplicable. He is stated to have
eld opinion favorable to the change. He had hefore the pass- ©
. ing of the Criminal Procedure Code in 1882, Mr. Gupta's letter
" - in bis hands. He was present at the passing of that Act, and
" he does not venture to say a word in its favor till just before he
" left the country, and then leaves a letter in the hands of Lorg ,
- Ripon charged with dynamite (hear, hear). Ome not unnuturally
~ begins to wonder whether he wasa friend of the present Govern-
| ment! But, gentlemen, I do not think that the measure will be
~ proceeded with now that the proposal of it has evoked a strong
. feeling against it (cheers). Irefuse to entertain & doubt even that
& th’ex'-e%ss been a deliberate intention to perpetrate a wrong.
The Bill has been brought in because the Governor-General
 in Council has been permitted to have only an imper-
' fect understanding of what is best for the country and for the
' Buropean community. The Viceroy has the strength of a giant, .
_ but we may be assured that he will not act tyranvically towards
is own countrymen.. Every public utterance of his breathes
ronerous courtesy. As a statesman and an Englisnman he
“consideration to what you represent and to ’Wﬁm

) ‘lihapg‘iyin the matter. He will recognise that in_pressin
forward to what he may fully be persnaded is a great gnn;gﬂ
fo ¢

{ it is impolitic—! quote expressions made use of
 Stowell—to break through every other great principle |

' gtands in the way of itsestablishment. He will be persuaded that
 he will bedischarging his duty if he provided for the existing
- oocasion, and leave for future’ wisdom to provide for future
[/ MnJ @ APCAR, - e R
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times. He will not ai;tempt to prevent a suspected injustice
towards the natives by committing an actual injustice towards

' his own countymen. My friend Mr. Tlbert (hisses) nay I
certain

insist on being permitted to call him a friend—I am
he would not have introduced this measure if he had known

~ that there was a strong feeling against the change, and Ibe.

lieve when once His Excellency appreciates your true
feelings in  the matter, he will admit his ‘mistake and
the Bill will be withdrawn. It is humanto err, and a
display of strength and manliness of character to admib
an error when it is seen that there has been an error com-
mitted. Tet us hope that His Excellency may recognisethat he
bhas made a mistake (hear, hear). If he does perceive this
we may be assured that he wijl admitt it, foris he not n.*
English gentlemax®® But, gentlemen, if His Excellency ™
does mot see the error of his ways, all is not lost; you
have an appeal to Parliament and to Her Gracious M&jatg‘
It is painE:l to contemplate a state of circumstances whic
makes it possible to doubt whether this meeting will be re-
as an influential one! There are here present not
merely the representatives of the Kuropean community, but
the wgolepf the European community of Caleutta and i the

 district_within many miles of Calcutta. I see besides, a large

body of the community to which [ belong, Greeks, Germ::.d,
and Frenchmen. I distinguish also in this dense cr
Oriental Jews who have all come to lend you their support and
to countenance this meeting. This is no party question: the
most excellent Tory and the most Radica,lP is at one on the

-subject. The matteris one of National concern (loud cheers).

There can be no doubt that your countrymen in England
will listen to you (cheers) and our beloved Queen, who has
throughout her glorious reign shown anxious solicitude for the
greatness of her country, will not allow the ery of her people
who support her throne to be disregarded (cheers). In wfnt
ever you do, the Armenian community, to which I have the honor
to belong, claims the privilege of joining you (cheers). Even
if no selfish motive existed, we would be eager to support you
in acknowledgment of the deep debt of gratitnde which we
owe to the great English nation. We guage the strength
and depth of the feeling that has been excited. We are
convinced that you are wincere in your belief that if the
measure be passed, there will be a feeling of insecurity

tead throughout the European community in the districts.

Ve appreciate that such a feeling will deter the investment of
Bfﬂﬂm ish capital and hamper the employment of British labor,

- andin the result seriously prejudice British trade in India and

affect the future welfare of the country (loud cheers). o
M goaroan =



 The Resolution was then put and carried with nnlvenﬁ g
acclamation. RSREET

Mg Murpocn (of Messrs. Moran & 'Co.) moved thy Siind -

~ Resolution, - which was as follows :—

~ That a Committee be formed consisting of the following

- gentlemen :— S e 4

~ Messrs. Keswick, Flemington, W. L. Thomas, A. B. Miller,

@@ H. P Evans, J. G. Apcar, J. H. A. Branson, Ezra,

. QGubboy, Finter, Madge, Murdoch, Cruicksbank, with power
to adg. to their number, for the purpose of preparing the

! memorials and petitions in terms of the last Resolution.

" He said it was not because he did not feel stronglﬁ on this
_ subject, but after the able and eloquent speeches which had
n delivered, and which hagd been so patiently listened to,
" his feeble words would have little or no weignt with the meeting, =
. and that was the reason why he contented himself with pro-
_posing this Resolution. (Loud cheers.) ;
'~ Mr. CruicksHANk (of Messrs. Begg, Dunlop & Co.) se-
¢conded the Resolution. !
~ The Rev. Mr. Finter, President of the Eurasian and
Anglo-Indian Association, in supporting this Resolution, said.
_that if he had been asked to speak here as a parson,. he could,
have delivered a very long sermon about the stirrers up of
~strife; but it would not have been for them, for he thought it
was evident that they were here for the prevention of strife be-
tween two good races,—races which had both of them their
goud points. (Cheers.) The strife which would be stirred up
- would be felt in every tea garden, give rise to wrong and un-
~ just and foolish ideas in every village school, and might per:.
petuate for years strife which would do incalculable harm (lond
cheers); and he would say, as a Christian parson, evil
be to him that stirreth up strife. Tt is not on our heads. Itis
only our rights that we as{:for; it isnothing'extraneous. Itis what
our forefathers fought for for us before they dreamed of India,
- and wherever the Englishman went abroad, surely it was under-
stood that he carried his rights as a citizen with him.
&gheers.) It he went to Turkey, he found himself therein .
. e arms of his Queen. (Loud cheers.) A Turkish Magistrate
. would not be allowed to touch him. In Egypt,in China, he
g:n safe; in the far south, it might be hundreds of miles away,
1e was safe, and his safety was insured by the presence of

. H.M’s men-of-war, It was only here that” Englishmen gave
~ up a portion of their privileges, that the Rulers sought to de-

prive them of their rights. They gave up some of their pri-

i ~vileges in 1872, and now, because of that concession, the Go-

vernment wanted to make us surrender everything, and you
- answer “No.” (Loud applause.) All those who were really
Mz, FINTER, , e
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mﬂeotedby the meanum of the Government in a ‘»po ‘MM sl

- social manner were now regretting their acquiescence in the
. compromise of 1872. And who were erying out against the
~ privileges ? Why some of the natives, who were full of pri-
vileges themselves. The first step of the East India Company
was to secure to the natives not only justice but vespect
for even their most absurd privileges. They gave them not
only every facility for the practice of their religion, but .
recognised their caste customs as well. Thoy recognised the
ivileges of the Bengalee above the privileges of the son of the
een. The latter could be forced intoa Court of Law, but
. the Government would not take away from the conquered race
in India a single privilege which they claimed by prescription.
‘Were Englishmen to be below the daughter of a {Immwmddn'f}l G
(Groans). Were t1i® to be forced to break the traditions of =
“ eenturies at the will of men who knew neither them nor the
natives? (Prolonged cheers). It was mnot they or he that
would suffer if they allowed this law to be carried out. In
€aleutta they could have nearly every security for the proper
administration of justice. But it was the scattered Englishmen
and Eurasians of the Mofussil that would suffer, and it was their
duty in Cajeutta to stand up for the weak and helpless of their
race. (Cheers.) And they must recollect that this was but
the thin end of the wedge. What was proposed to be given to
- only first class Magistrates now, must in the end, on the same
- principle, be given to second class and ultimately even to those
: low, so that any one having the office of a Judge might have
wer over the liberty and the property of the Briton from =
- home. But the saddest point of all was that the Europeansin
- India really deserved this treatment, through their apathy as a
‘ elass. (Hear, hear). They were not selfish in social nor in
‘religious matters ; their alms for charities, for hospitals, for
. ehurches, and chapels, and schools, proved that, and in this
| both English and Eurasians had shown the race they came from.
" But they were selfish as a political community; none looked
 enough to the general interests of the body ; they left their tra-
- ditions as citizens behind them. There was no Calcutta. There
were here and there institutions ; here a Chamber of Commerce,
~ there a Trades’ Association. But wherejwas Calcutta ? S?ur ,
. hear.) He knew that neither the Government nor India ever wti
~ its voice, and how could they tell what Europeans wanted ? So let,
. them take the lesson home, and be better prepared in the fu- °
~ ture. This proposed legislation was only the outeome of a long
~ series of ries of philoe%pbical Radicalism. They had been
. tried with the Irish, with Egypt, with the Zulus, and with what
 result ? ‘ginughte’r); When would they learn that the British
~race could not rule on those principles ¥ They were not like
s, FINTER. by e
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~ the French and the Spaniards, who could amalgamate with
subject races and lose their individual and social charac-
Mr. Finter then impressed upon the audience the fact that
a public meeting was only the first step, and after the grand
demonstration in that hall came the work -af organisation.
. Let them organise a permanent, strong, and financially sound
. body which will be able to tell the Government, whether the Gov-
‘ernment want it or not, what the feelings of the European com-
muuity are on any measure that may come before them. Let
them recollect that on this and all similar questions they were all
one, from the lowest Eurasian tothe highest of BEnglishmen,
(hear, hear) and that it cannot but be so as long aswe are
re. He was very glad to see the representative of our
~ fatherland, the German Consuf General,cand the representa-
tive of thal most ancient of Christian Kiugdoms, Armenia, .
giving their aid and sympathy, and felt assured that, if they
. only all stuck together, the voice of such a meeting as that
. would be heard by their fellow-countrymen even as far as
‘Westminster. (prolonged cheering.) |
~ The Resolution was unanimously carried. i
On the motion of Mr. Cruickshank, a hearty vote of
_thanks was then passed to the chair, and on a from the
~ chair three hearty vigorous British cheers were given for
i H, M. the Queen, and, led by Mr. Branson, the National
' Anthem was sung with the greatest enthusiasm. ;
The vast assembly then dispersed at 6-45 p. .

| Mz, FINTER.
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMS,

S1r,—As I was the principal author of the measure as to
criminal procedure in regard to Europeans in India, which it is
now proposed to alter, and as I observe that my name has been
mentioned on several occasions in the discussions on the alterations
now proposed to be made, you will perhaps, allow me to give some
explana&h‘ons on a subject which is very imperfectly understood in

[

\ In this, as in most other cases, itis necessary to understand the
history of the law in order to appreciate its present condition and
the changes proposed to be made in'it. The present criminal law of
India has %'own ﬁ@rtwo distiget roots, the Mubomedan law and
the law of England.  The Mahomedan law was introduced by the
Mogul conquerors, and was found in force by the English when
our power was first established in India. It was administered at.
first by native Courts, more or less under English sn
tendence:. English magistrates and Judges, assisted by 0-
madan law officers, were afterwards substituted for the native
Judges, and as experience accmulated the system of loeal Courts
now existing all over India was slowly elaborated. It consists of
a High orsChief Court in each province, a Sessions Judge, in some
cases, assisted by additional or joint Sessions Judges, and mﬁ
tratrates of various grades, with carefully-defined powers, in each :
trict. The High or Chief Court is the ultimate Court of Appeal ; the
Sessions Judges may be compared to our Assize Courts ; magis.
tes of the first class can sentence up to two years' hard labour, and
those of the second and third classes have similar but less extengive
3 f‘:’m These are the Courts by which theold Indian Criminal
" Law—namely, the Mahomedan law, modified in many ways by
Regulations and Aects of the Indian Legislative Bodies, and some
principles and definitions introduced from the law of England—was
administered down to the year 1861. 3
L Side by side with them existed the Courts which administered
5 the criminal law of England to Euro British subj Ina
very few words, their history was as follows :—Mayors’ Courts were
' established in Calcutta, Madras and Bombay far back in the 18th
century. They were succeeded by the Supreme Courts, afterwards
established in the same places, and for these in 1861 were substitut-
ed the present High Courts, a fourth High Court being added at
Agra, which was afterwards removed to Allahabad. These Courts, by
the combined effect of the Acts which established them, and the
which were granted under powers given by the Acts,
exercised over European British subjects throughout the provinces
. in which they were sitnated the powers of the Court of King's
‘Bench in England. They were ‘:::Eimﬂy intended as a cheek, in
the interest of Europeans ident in India, the
great powers conferred upon the Governor-General, and Governors
in Council. 1t would be 1mpossible to explain fnlly how important

LS
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this fanotion was without giving an account of the legis

al been regarded by Euro s in India, and icularly by
m';‘-z‘ﬁcial ‘Europeans, a{ theirp:t:-?mgnst and best smty_folgth!

maintenance, as regards themselves, of the general pm*nm b

ot ernment to which they are accustomed in
u_;gz:-mu Criminal Law was never at any time applied to European
. British nﬁect& The Supreme and the High Courts, in their origi-
irf ~ nal eriminal jurisdiction, administered the criminal law of England
| with certain modifications according to the English system of crimi-
2 naI%ooedure. -
i - For a long time the Courts I have named were the Courts
~in India which had jurisdiction over Buropeans, though Chief
QCourt of the Punjab and the Recorders’ Cowmrts in Burmah after.

" warda reccived such jurisdiction. Qertain magistrates, dstinguish

- ed as justices of the pence, had, however, to fine Eurepeans

I up to Rs. 500 for petty offences.
[ In 1861 the ennj
. seded both the eriminal law of England as concerned Buropeans
. and the modified Mahomedan law as concerned natives thronghout
~ India; but the procedure and jurisdiction of the Courts remained
unaltered till long afterwards, though in 1861 a code of criminal

ure which did not apply to the High Courts, and consequent-
not to the trial of Europeans, was enacted for, the regulation of

ings of the district Courts.

. In this state of the law the position of European British sub«

{  jects undoubtedly did eonstitute a serionus practical grievanee.
the remoter parts of the country they nearly enjoyed something
_ equivalent to impunity in criminal cases which were not of sufficient
 importance to attract special attention. The expense and delay of
B i uring a trial at Oalcutta for an offence committed, say, ina
ety o plantation in Assam, practically prevented prosecutions,
- This grievence was more and more strongly felt as the growth of

executive powers of the governing bodies of British India; but I may
say that &' existence fnd the full efficiency of these Courts have

Code, passed in 1860, became law, and super-

trade and the use of English msgaml in rxulwa{l. plantations, m& :
a large number :

other things introduced into In

i of Europeans
@ olass likely to commit crimes.

In 1872 the €ode of Criminal Procedure passed in 1861 was
, re-enacted, and in some particulars amended. One of -

Bl e ariant of the smnidments related 1o Buiopats

subjects. The matter was very earefully considered, and hhonm o
_ ing representatives of the unofficial European population were

upon the views which had either oec or been s
to me, I, as legal member of Council, having charge of

~ Bill. The scheme p and adopted was this:—Magistrates of
{0 the' Mbeing%n B.rit.x};h subjects and justices of the.
o %(:;:, being specially authorized), were empowered to sentence

fine of Rs. 1,000. Sessions
- jeots, were empowered to sentence them up to 12 months’ imprison-
“ment and a fine. In more serious cases European British subjects
were to be tried by the High Courts, the Chief Court of the Punjab,"

udges, being European British sub-

3 P .

or the Recorders’ Courts in Burmah. This great innovation upon .

-

British subjects ugto three months’ imprisonment anda ]

) R
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2 have subjected Euro

the law as it had existed up to that date—that is to say, for more

than a century—was based on the following considerations :—To
um'enorvedlygto the jurisdiction

peans

of the district - Courts would have been, and would have been
felt to be an intolerable hardship. They had mnever been
subject to the district Courts, They had up to that time beem
entitled in all cases to trial by jur{in what were substantially

ish Courts, established principally for the express pu of
making their persons and property secure, and they regarded these
privileges, together with the protection to their personal liberty
supplied by the power of the High Courts tu issue writs of habeas
carpus, as their great safeguards - against official oppression, and

y also agninst the far more serious danger of persecution by false

accusations on criminal charges in acountry where such accusa~
tions are the commonest methods of revenge and extortion. On the

~ other hand, it seemed, and no dogbt it was, both a grievance and a

e
| provi

scandal that the lar®® and inerdasing Eurosean popalation estab.
lished in various parts of the country should practically enjoy im-
unity for nearly all their crimes. It was thought that the remedy
gedby the Bill of 1872 wonld rémove the real grievance
the natives without introducing a mew grievance to the
gnropea.ns. The code gave an efficient and somewhat summary form
of trial, generally speaking without alu.r{, for what, speaking ros
, might be compared to cases cognizable in England nn%ar
ummary Jurisdiction Acts and at the Quarter Sessions, and it left
the jurisdiction of the High Courts in more serious cases as it
always had been. ) L
t is, no doubt, contrary te some notions current in
England to make distinctions between the criminal liability of
different classes of persons, though even here the {nncxplp ;
that a man should be tried by his' peers, and that appli-
cation of it which in cases of treason and felony gives a

ial tribunal to peers of the realm, form part of the law of

the land. In other parts of the world the principle is far more
extensively acted npon. Special tribunals for Europeans exuim

' China and Japan, in Turkey, and in Egypt, and there is pro!

s g

‘no ﬁm of the world in which there are 8o many pers laws as
£

dia. Not only are Hindoo and Mahomedan law administered

~ by every court in India in all cases connected with inheritance and

many other subjects, but even in eriminal watters the feelings of the

" natives and their practices as to personal appearance and the "ﬁ

" of evidence in public arve studiously respected. If the wife of

the Viceroy had to testify she would have to do so in a manner
from which a Mahomedan married woman of low rank would be

excused. I should doubt if there was any part of the world in

~ which the common sentiment of the bulk of the population wonld
‘acquicsce 80 naturally in the notion that Englishmen must be tried

- by men of their own race and coloar. i ‘
~ Ast the praetical success of the system thus established two
“remarks will be sufficient. In the first place, the Code of Criminal
_ Procedure of 1872, after having been in force for ten years, was
N ]u:r{:u re-enacted and extended in its operation to the High
Courts, w variety

hich had previously had their own procedure. - A



~ re-enacted in 1882 [am ata loss to imagine.
~ to show that there can be no solid practical reason for the change

f

~ of alterations and amendments were introduced into the ne
_ sure, which in the ordinary course must have been submi
~ their remarks to the different local Governments, but the
 the code which related to European British subjects was re-enacted
* without any alteration of i?&?smvxac:. and the new code came into

" force on the 1st of Janua it should be considered neces-
sary to amead in 1883a B,Hl which bad been ca monlidergd and
1 i in itself seems

to be made. : iting:

~ In the second place, even stronger evidence on this subject
is supplied by the nature of the proposed change. It isone of
those changes which condemned themselves. Wia.t, is proposed,
as I gather from the telegrams and reports in your columns, 1s not
to abolish the distinction between Europeans and natives, so as to
_introduce substantial equality petween t in the matter of

eriminal justice,. but to modifya privilegé which in all its main

features is to be maintained. The exclusive jurisdiction of the
- High Courts, the Sessions Judges, and the first-class magistrates

of

over Buropean British Subjects is still to be waintained. The

- Judge who cun sentence a native to death is still to be unable to
sentence an Englishman to more than a year's imprisonment ; the
magistrate who can sentence a native to two and in some cases to

. seven years’ imprisonment is still to be confined to three months in
the case of an Englishman; the course of appeal is stilliin certain
respects to be different; the High Courts are still to have exclusiva
‘jurisdiction over Europeans in all cases requiring more than a

- native magistrate is to be allowed to try HEuropeans, who can at
present be tried only by Europeans. This is called removing
“anomalies. It seems to me to be'a measure which from the point oi
 view of its originators is worthless, for it does not produce unifor-
mity or anything the least like it, while from the point of view of
those who oppose it it is most, formidable ; for, except as an asser-
tion of t.hefg. se and inﬁnite]g dungerous Erinciple that no legal’
‘.&&nctions at all ought to be recognized between Europeans and
matives in India, the change has no value and no meaning. ¢
To consider the matter on its immediate merits, and apart from
the larger principles which it involves, I may observe that it is a

* year’s imprisonment, but henceforth a native Sessions Judge ora

question on which official and unofficial Europeans in India take

very different views. There wag ten years ago, and I Thave

~ every reason to believe that there still is in India an
5N ,‘lggeoiahle degree of jealousy between the: official and mon-

Buropeans. The official Euro is practically in mno
of criminal prosecutions, and has mever quite lost
ling that the Supreme Courts and their snocessors, the barrister

'\"_Judge- of the High Courts, who arein some sort the representa-

~ tives of the privileges of unofficial Europeans, are more or less
_intruders on Ii:)he authority of the civiliansp:ho'am the representa-
tives of the servants of the Company. The very ¢ which is
now proposed was proposed by eminent mewbers of the Civil Service
in 1872, though on different principles and in a totally different

spirit from thatin which it seems to have been introduéed on the
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- present occasion. Nothing was then said as to the removal of
~ anomalies, nor was there at that time any apparent disposition om
|| the part of the Gdévernment to attempt to put Europeans and
. ‘matives on an equality. The proposal was, Lowever, rejected om
~account of the strong feeling on the subject of the non-offlcial =
Earopeans.
_Both iy Indian and my English experience lead me to syme
- pathize strongly in this matter with the non-official Euro kS (%
seems to me most right and natural for any one accused of a crime
and about to be tried by a Judge who decides both on the fact and
. the law to wish to be tried, if possible by a man of his own race
~and colour, who speaks his own language, and presumably enters
',im;:g vnderstands his feelings. ! Aiu Englli‘sbﬁxm in India is a
" foreigner in a strange country, an can havdly imagine a more
i distressing position thau that, ”;z, of a railvay guard, who having
_ misconducted hims®¥ when druhik, is brought up to be tried before
_ aman who has no sort of knowledge of him or sympathy with
“him, and only half understands him. If it is said thit a native’
before an English Judge is equally ill off, it is havdly true, for
every effort is made to familiarize English Judges with both the
uage of the country and the characters of the natives, whereas
natives have no familiarity at all with the character of the lower
class of English, and few know our language well enongh to ade
minister jpsticein it. In so far, however, as the observation is true,
it prove much, for it is based upon a defect inseparable from
the exiz‘ﬁenceof the British power in India.  ~ e
. It has been observed in many articles, some published in the
Times, that if the Government of India Lave decided on removing
all anomalies from India, they ought to remove themselves and *
their countrymen. Whether or not that mode of expression canbe
. fully jnstified, there can, I think, be no doubt that it 18 impossible
' ’mgine any policy move fearfully dangerous and more certain, in
i of failure, to lead to results to which the Mutiny would be child’s
3 &y than the policy of shifting the foundations on which the Bri
‘ overnment of India rests, It is essentially an absolute Governe
‘ment, founded, not on consent, but on conquest. It does not reg
sent the native principles of life or of government, aud it can never
~ do so until it rep'esents heathenism and barbarism. It represents
| ‘a belligerent civilization, and no anomaly can be so st iking
‘. or so dangerous as its adnsmistration by wmen who, being
. at the head of a Go;ernmenb loundc;d llupon conquest, ime
at evi int the supeviority of the conquering race, of
._‘&hﬂw.‘,gﬁzr?&oﬁtutiom; theirho’pinions, anﬂhoir:-ng
. and having no jostification for its existence except that superi
 shrink from &l)n'e open, uncompromising, straightforward assertion
. of it, seek to apologize for their own position, and refase, from
- whatever cause, to uphcld and snp%)rt it. I should be sorry to say
' mword whi h could embarrass any Viceroy in the discharge of the
N and most delicate duties which can be imposed on any ol
- Her Majesty's subjects ; but much of the lang lately held as to
~loeal govern ‘m'e‘ﬂuﬁ:m and some other subjects has fillel ;
e
il 3

~ mstomykno filled others who are interested in India,

=%
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‘7O THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES, ;
&1r,—1T confess to some surp-ise that Mr. Justice Stephen should
. have committed himselfto so highly-flavoured a demeiatbu ot 7%
" the small change proposed in the Indian Criminal Procedure, ‘i‘;
" without waiting for the explanatory papers which we are promised
* forthwith, and that he should have imporsed into his letter anun-
favourable opinion as to th: conduet of Lord Ripon’s Government
in regard to local governniut, education, und some other subjects.
QOur readiness to ﬁe guided by a man of Mv, Justice Stephen’s great
" ability and eminence on these latter subjects is somewhat abated |
by the consideration that he belongs toa different school, andnot
. very long ago came forward asa sort of thick-and-thin apologist
" for Lord Lytton.. But on juridical subjects he must earry i - A
- mense weight. n&nd as I also took n lm%e part in the settlement (f
" the Criminal Procedure Code of 1872, [ venture to submit a view
~which seems to mefo mike itglesivable to wait for the explanitoy
~ correspondence, 43 VIse
: The history of the matter up to the  scttlement of 1872
{8 very cléarly given by Mr. Justice Stephen. 1 took part in and
- .eartily accepted the compromise between the absolute immunity |
‘of Buropeans and their complete equality before the law whi h was -
~ then wriveld at, anlas a member of the Special Comuiittee, I
 gigned the veport without reserve. But wlhen the cluuses were
discussed in Council, it was pointed out that whereas under the
" existing dow a justice of the peace must be either n covenanted
- eivil servant or a EuroFcau British subject, the new law requi
" the union of both qualifications would exclude the two or three
' native civil servants who had gained Sheir places by open compe-
- titions in Bngland, and that their exclusion would both be invi-
" @ious and in some cases attended with practical inconvenienee, and
‘a motion was wade to revertto the “or,” and so admit  them, |
. The question was not_thea co_ sidered one of the first importance,
~and 1 myself admitted that I thought the arguments pretty equally
* balanced at that stage of the proceclings, bat 1 coneluded to vote
" for the more liberal view, and oa a_division there were five for that
~ view, including the Viceroy, the Commander-in-Chief, the Licute-
. nant-Governor ( then myself ), Siv R. Temple, and Siv B, Ellis,
~ and seven official and non-official members, including Mr, Stephen,
against ; 8o the motion was lost. B 2t
"~ On the whole subject of jurizdi tion over European
Ydh community, 1 am boundto say, bebaved exceeding
872. They a-cepted the compromise without mucldi
yould not have been in a hurry to re-open it for go eam;
aall a matter as the jurisdiction of a very few native civi
jeans in the intevior withont some immediate cause, Practicall;
the question now raised is nearly the same as that on which we
voted in 1872, Butupwards of ten years bave passed. There ma
. very g renson‘:otor re-qpeninilt. Surely it is better u;;'.z
‘we sec those reascus a few duys bence. It should be understood,
5, how very small the change in practice is. For many years, as
ges of the 'E!i';:gi Court, naﬁives have m tu:ginu‘ud criminal
on over natives and Buropeans alike. acq%qﬂm Wi
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dﬂlme from a gentleman at Patna, stated that he ha.«i jndv

: l.dﬂaod a syndicate at home, which was purposing to invest
15} h.khl in permanent works in India, that it would be prudent
to await further advice before embarking in the undertaking.

' The first resolution was then proposed by “Mr. Keswick,
partner in the firm of Jardine, Skinner, and Co., and a leading
mewber of the mercantile community. It was as follows :—

“That in the opinion of this meeting the Bill for the
amendment of the Criminal Procedure Code is unnecessary in
the interests of justice, uncalled for by any administrative diffi-
culty, based on no sound principls, and founded on no experience;
that while forfeiting a much-valued, 'prized, and time-hor.oured
privilege of European British subjects, it confers no benefit on
the natives; and while imperilling the liberties of European
British subjects, it in no way affords additional protection to the
natives; that it will deter the investment of British capital in
‘this country, by giving rise to afeeling of insecurity as to the

liberties and safety of European British subjects employed in

' Mofussil and also of their wives and daughters; and that it has

‘already stirred up on both sides feelings of race antagonism and
jealously such as have never bean.aroused sitfce the time of tlxe“
‘Mutiny.” .

M. Keswick, whose speech was received with great enthu.
giasm and frequent cheers, said that the Bill, if pa.ssed would ;
be a most serious thing for Europeans in the Mofussil. They
would be at the mercy of false charges, supported by bribery
and corruption. Mauy cases against Earopeans bad been
brought down from Mofussil in which the native police, mﬂx‘ :

~« the assistance of false witnesscs, had worked up the most

ning evidence, the falseness of which only the ability of
counsel procurable in the capital had been able to lay bare.

5 Did they think that three or four years' residence in En land

would so change the nature and character of the native as to
‘make him as well able to judge such cases as a European born
and bred? Once abolish the existing distinction, and he knew

not where the process of the mlqemon of Empeuu :

* : PEISEE o q?i? «7



3“5‘.]‘ ‘ M uuwmwa,m m
would stop. The nmve Preal was already oondommns
the Bill as a haltmg measure, which did not go hrenough,
and was clamouring to have Europeans and natives . put
upon a -footing of perfect equality. It was not those
who “would come under the law, but those who would
administer it who desired the change. What good would
the measure do to the natives? It would not change
the political relations of races. The Government could

doubtless secure the approval of the native Press by pandering

_'to its wishes. Was it prepared to show its trust all through,

‘and abolish the distinction of races in a military as well as in

a civil sense ? ~ H&™had heard¥it urged that no great mischief
could arise from such a measure, as there would always be the
right of appeal. Let them not be deceived. In the interior
where the Europeans were few and scattered, where false
witnesses were procurable at four annas a head, their brothers

or wives, sisters or daughters, might be convicted on the evi-

dence of prejured villains, and lie in prison for a month before

; they could be released or even appeal to Calcutta. The Govern-

ment had published the views of its own servants without

~ taking the slightest trouble to ascertain the views of the classes
affected. They must, tkerefore, make their views known by

every lawful means. Home telegrams stated that the Secre-
tary of State approved the Bill. Lord Kimberley could not
have been informed of the feelings of the community on the
subject. The English Pressin India was unanimous in con-
demning the Bill. He was not a hater of the natives; he had

_many friends among them; he admired their virtues, and

some of their ambitions ; but it would be in the far future

" before the natives could achieve a position of confidence in the

hearts of the Europeans as judges of a race whose nature and

~ characteristics they were as yet unable to understand.

Mr. Branson, one of the most prominent members of the

" Calcutta Bar, in seconding the resolution, expressed his deep

regret that this apple of discord should have been thus wilfully

~ hurled among them. It had thrust the country back a quarter
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'M a century. He could not abstain from casting heuvy bllma,
- on those who had thus set class against class. There was no

* .necessity for the Bill—no grievance, except a sentimental one

‘existing only in the minds of a few Bengalee Baboos. Why
~ had the Government not consulted the LieutenantsGovernor of
‘Bengal, the Calcutta High Court, or the unofficial mewbers of
Council? He believed that the Government had acted in pare
‘dgnorance, which was the result of the Viceroy’s spending the
greater part of the year in seclusion among the hills,
s far removed from ‘public opinion. If the Government were
‘bent on removing grievances, could point out one which

 caused real difficulties —namely, the exemption of native gentle-

men from personal appearance in the courts. Only that day he
had seen the records of a case where a native of high position
under shelter of this privilege, *had, by moving from district to
district, successfully evaded several commissions for his examina-
tion issued in a civil suit, and had kept the law at arm’s length
“for a year. He would conclude by picturing the scene in a court
in some remote district where a zemindar, having a grudge
against a planter, might, during the planter’s absence in
Calcutta, trump up a charge against his wife, apd drag her into

court before the native magistrate, armed with the powers

which the Bill would confer. What- would be the result if

the ‘husband returned and entered the court wlulr the

case was proceeding ? He feared bloodshed. Mr. .an-on.
‘then resumed his seat amid tremendous cheering.

-

The next sveaker was Herr Bleeck, the Imperial Germau :

Consul, who said that, although not a British subject, he was

__ living under the laws of this country and anything done here

* would affect his countrymen as much as it would Englishmen.
He ﬂherefore trusted that foreigners in India wonld support the

ruolnt.xon
The resolution was then put, and carried by acclamation.

' Twust pass very hurriedly over the remaining speeches,

~ which were not less strong or less important than those which

have been summarized. The second resolution, proposed by



- Mr. !‘Att Kennody, senior member of the Bar, and -eoondad by
‘Mr. Pra.tt, master of the Trades Association, ran thus : Pha R
. “That memorials of protest be drawnupand circulated
for signature in Bengal and other provinces ; and, when signed
be presented to the Viceroy and Secretary of State ; aund that
the Sheriff be requested to sign one on behalf of this meeting
That petitions for the protection of the rights, privileges, and
~ liberties of Her Majesty's European Indian subjects be drawn
“up and circulated in like manner ; and when signed, be pre-

sented to both Houses of Parliament.”

Mr. Kennedy’s speech wag a most able exposition of the
fallacies by which The Bill was supported, and of the successive
steps which had been taken to weaken and degrade the judicial
power since the abolition of the East India Company. He
pointed ont that all that was asked for by the natives last year
when the new Criminal Procedure Code came before the Legisla-
ture, was the extension to them of the privilege of Habeas
Corpus possessed by Europeans. To grant them that privilege
would be a process of “levelling up” to which no European
would cbject. The Government, however, refused to do that;
and sought to please the natives by takicg rights from the
Europeans. He then went on to describe several cases of
false charges of marder which had come within his own
experience as Government prosecutor. The resolution ‘was
supported in a most telling speech by Mr. J, G, Apear, an
Armenian gentleman, who said that, although the Bill would
not affect him or his community, they entirely agreed with the
Europeans in opposing it, as they believed it to be a mmm

which would deter the employment of British mlmi
hamper British enterprise,

The third resolution related to the formation of a com.
~ mittee to preparg the petitions and memorials. 1t was propos-
ed}:y Mr. Murdoch, seconded by Mr. Cruickshank, and sup-
portedsby the Rev. Mr. Finter, President of the Anglo-

 Indianand Eurasian Association. The last named gentlemas,

after ably exposing Mr. Ilbert’s argument regarding the |
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removal of anomalies, said that the European mmng:ity
_itself was greatly to blame. It ‘was too apathetic, too
much wrapped up in business and pleasure. Government
had taken advantage of this apathy to bring on measures
like the Bill, and like the recent order closing the en-
gineering appointments from Roorkee College to all students,
except those of pure Asiatic descent. Europeans and Euras-
ians should recognize that their interests were in common,
and should form a strong association, charged to watch those
interests, and enforce their views on the Giovernment, whether
the Government wanted them o1 not. The meeting then se-
‘parated, after giving three chters for thwQueen and singing
the National Anthem in tones that must have been audible in
Government House. Th us ended an incident which, both as
‘rogurds the number of Europeans present and the intense ex-
citement and enthusiasm displayed, is without paralell in the
.hxltory of India.

At the meeting held in Madras, the Hon. Alemder
Mackenzie, the chief speaker, expressed his surprise that
General Roberts should have been in favour of the proposed
legislation. Would General Roberts, he asked, approve the
appointment of native officers or even non-commissioned officers
to British regiments? and why should . British civilians be
‘asked to endure subjection to which no British soldier ~would
submit for a day? v
‘ Pernupu the mOst ominous sign of the times is the attitude
of the Volunteers. I mentioned last week that some letters
had appeared calling on them to resign. Rightly or wrongly,
the idea has got abroad that the Government is determined to

’]o;oe on this measure in defiance of the unanimous public
_ bpmion and the feeling among the Volunteers, which a
~ week ago found its expression only in a few letters, has
" now become all but universal. Yesterday a parade was held
at Calcutta, at which Lord Ripon, as honorary colonal.
reviewed the Volunteers, and Lady Ripon presented the prizes.
 Tu the early part of the week the feeling in the regiment was
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in favour of the members absenting themselves; and it was
only by the representations of the officers that such conduect
" would be discourteous to the invited guests, that the men were
- induced to be present. The Volunteers gave the public clearly
to understand that they mustered yesterday only asa personal
civility to their honorary colonel and to Lady Ripon, and that
they would adhere to the determination to resign if the Bill
were pressed on.

The Bast India Railway Volunteers, the Behar Mounted
Rifles, the Darjeeling Volunteers, and several other bodies
have come to a like resolution. I have made careful inquiry into
this matter, and hawe satisfied® myself that if the Government
persists with the measure, at least 9¢ per cent.of the Volun-
teers in Bengal will send in their resignations.

Meanwhile, the matter stands thus. The Bill will be
brought on next Friday, but only ona formal motion, in order
to give an opportunity for debate. It is stated thatno further
step will be taken till November next; but that the Govern-
ment will then insist upon the passing of the measure.
Thus far the Government might, perhaps, have sheltered
itself under the plea of ignorance. It has not consulted
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, the province most directly
interested ; and it is an open secret that he means to
vote and speak against the measure. Had he been asked, he
would doubtless have advised the Government to pause. It has
not consulted the Calcutta High Court, a b8dy whose opinion
has hitherto been always sought when any material change in
- the law was under conmtemplation. That opinion, too, would
have been unfavourable. It has mot consulted the non-official
Buropean community, the only class affected. That commurity
_has now spoken in unmistakable tones. It has allowed itself
to be led by the clamour of half-a-dozen native civilians and
some native editors whose appetite has been whetted by recent
.concessions, and who are ever crying for more.

. The great mass of the natives are indifferent; the more
thoughtful and far-seeing among them fully recognize that this

-
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' m-judged step towards fancled and unattainable eqw{, has

dlready done infinite mischief by reviving race antagonism, and

~ will dostill greater mischief in the future. If the Government

now pauses and drops this most unhappy measure, it cannot

‘ ‘un'do the harm already done; but it can prevent in‘nibely

greater harm in the further. Men will only saywzif 1t that it has
erred through ignorance, through generous though wholly
mistaken  motives of sentiment and of the brotherhood of
man; and that, having discovered its mistake, it has had the
moral courage to stop before it was too late. But the plea of
ignorance will avail no future. The last week's events must
have opened the eyes of the mosru ignorant;and if the Govern-
ment still insists on forcing on this Bill, its action will no longer
be a mere folly—it will be a grave crime. And when the action

- of the Indian Government comes to be discussed in Parlmment,

it is to be hoped that, to quote the words of an Indian news-
paper which is one of the most temperate opponents of the Bill,
the ¢ British public will recognise that Englishmen who have’
made India their home have claims upon their countrymen in
Europe which caunot be abrogated at the will of a Secretary of -
State, or calmly set aside by the dictum of a Viceroy.”

Four weeks have elapsed since we first called attention to
the disapprobation and discontent excited among the Enghlh _
residents in Induﬂ)y the Bill for subjecting them to the erimi-
nal jurisdiction of native judges and magistrates. The
meusure of which we then pointed out the dangers has since
assumed a portentous importance. The whole non—dﬁci_l.?l”
Buropean community has been convulsed by it, and it

been condemned with one voice, and in no hesitating .

rms. The meeting which was held on Wednesday in the

l Odoutta Town-hall to give Europeans an opportunity of

expressing their views about it was representative in the
!ullalt sense of the word. *Our Indian telegram of thu
morning gives a full report of the proceedmga, and it lea.vu
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1o room for doubt as to the strong and universal feelir
of abhorrence with which the Billis regarded by the who
class whom it affects. All other business was at an hnd
for the day. The banks, offices, and shops were closed, and the
non-official population of the city pressed to the Town-hall to
utter their protest against the Bill, and to memorialize the
Government to proceed no further with it. The Sheriff, who
presided at the meeting, had received letters and telegrams
. from all parts of India in support of the purpose for which
the meetmg had been summoned. The whole country is
in commotion, and the sucgpssive speakers who followed
‘one another in denouncing the” Bill and in pointing out h
the injurious results to be looked for from it did no
more than give a voice to the unanimous opinion of the com-
munity for which they spoke. The arguments put forward
weré to mfich the same effect as those with which our readers
are already, familiar. Mr. Keswick, who spoke for the mercan-
tile part of the community, insisted on the danger to which
Europeans would be exposed from false charges supported by
perjured evidence and adjudicated upon by an official whom
they could not trust to distinguish between false and true.
There is the right of appeal, indeed, but this, as Mr. Keswick
showed, is no guarantee against an injustice which is already
- done. Where false witnesses can be obtained in any numbers
~at fourannas a head, and where the nativg police does not
scruple to avail itself of their services, a tramped-up case may
\_ be put together, and a sentence of imprisonment passed which
~will be half-executed before the Court of Appeal can
- interfere. It is not the planter only, but his wife and
sister and daughters whom the new rule will touch. Mr.
Branson, of the Calcutta Bar, gives a sketch of what may
be acted some day in grim earnest if the c.l:a.n  in the
law is carried out. In some remote district of the country
& Zemindar, with a grudge against a planter, may wreak

‘his spite during the planter’s absence, by trumping up a

v dm‘ge against his wife and dragging her into court for trial

iy
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bef. re a native magistrate armed with the new powers

the Bill is intended to confer. These and other obj
against the Bill were pressed with great force. They are not
lightly to be passed over, least of all where there is no
reagson whatever to be found in favour of the pro
change. That it will inflict a grievance is certain. That
it will remedy one does not seem to be even asserted by
its authors. The native population of India have no wish for
it. The European population, outside a narrow official circle,
are agaiust it to a man, and it is they, and they only, who have
any claim to be heard about it. ¢,

We have given lately some mportant teshmony from
Anglo-Indian experts in this country .on the subject of Mr.-
Tlbert's Bill. We printed on Thursday a long and’ carefully ar-
gued statement from Mr. Justice Stephen, and another on
Saturday from Sir Louis Jackson to the same general effect.
Both authorities agree in condemning the Bill as an uncalled
for and needless outrage upon Anglo-Indian feeling, and as
fraught with positive dangers which no prudent Government
can disregard. As for the asserted symmetry which is to fol-
low from it, and the asserted inequalities which it is to remove,
they show conclusively that it will not and tannot do what it
has been credited with doing. t removes one ineqality while
it leaves a dozen others untouched, and the inequality which
it does remove is just that which is most clearly )\ut.xﬂ-
able. Itis a pandering, we will not say to native opimon,
for no such opinion has been formed for it, but to the
noisily expressed views of the native Press and of one
or two native civil servants, who are anxious to exercise the
powers which the Bill confers, and who are on that very me-
count lq'much the'less fit to be trusted with them. Sir George
- Campbell, whose letter we printed on Saturday, writes in de-

fence of the proposed change, but, as a reference to our
columns will show, he has absolutely nothing to say for it. The
question of the jurisdictien of natives over Europeans came
before the Viceroy’s Council - in 1872, and it was then settled
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by the compromise which was re-enacted last year, and .
~ remains mow in force. Bir George Campbell and a minority
of the Council were in favollr of what he terms “the more
liberal view,” that is to say, he would have given local nativ®
Judges the jurisdiction over Europeans which Mr. Ilbert's Bill
grants them. But beyond this question-begging epithet,
and beyond a suggestion that there may possibly be good
 reasons somewhere in the back-ground in support of Mr,
Ilbert’s Bill, he has nothing to urge. He acknowledges that
he himself would bave been unwilling to disturb the existing-
compromise unless some pressiag necessity could be shown for
so doing. But of #Mecessity, pressing or not pressing, he can

give us no hint. His one argument is enough for us. Tt is
_the more liberal measure which recommends itself to him as
* such. In other words, the Bill under discussion is a piece
of liberal clap-trap. Its authors would not dare to carry out
oon'sistently the principles upon which they seek to defend it.
This they do not even affect to do. But they.may as Mr. Jus-
tice Stephen shows, be doing a good deal more than they either
affect or intend. The Bill may be unimportant in itself, but
it is one among many signs of the new ideas and new principles
upon which the Government of India is to be conducted, idens
.and principles which are utterly at variance with those by which
onr ‘position in the country has been gained and held, and which
- Mr. Justice Stephen declares are inconsistent with the foun.
dations on which it rests. ‘ :
It is scarcely possible that the Indian Viceroy and the
" Indian Secretary can be indifferent to the storm which Mr.
“ Ilbert’s Bill has raised. Mr. Ilbert, of course, is a mere mouth-
piece in the matter. He prepares what he has been instructed

i

i _to prepare. It is with Lord Ripon that the real responsibility

must rest, If Lord Ripon were the still strong man whom we
need for the Government of India, if he were of the type to
‘which the destinies of that great empire could safely be intrusted
we should never have heard of the Criminal Progedure Amend-
ment Bill or of the rest of the frivolus legislation which has
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wives and daughters of Englishmen. Has the G
India, in its craze for fictitious W" ever dared to put a low

caste native upon the bench ? it wr{ out theory
.by‘%ga chumar or a sweeper upon the bench and then invite
ite mins to seek for justice in his court? There are three
Bpeci ers and objections to the proposal of the Government

~ of India. First, it is not wise or politic, 1f it can be avoided, that -

any class or community should be subject to the junsdl.ﬂond :
mi ;

those whose impartiality, rightly or wrongly;th
- secondly, there ispthe risk that the Government may, ‘?Jn the sake

- of consistency, pass the law and then, in deference te public opinion,

old from natives the appointments that would renew the
“clamour, Thirdly, there is the risk that a native holding such an

5 “appointment would be afraid to convict even a guilty European.

. When Lord Ripon, baving established perfect equality in India,
and having abolisﬁed all anomalies in that country, returnsto
England, it will be expected that Se will lose no time in removing
the anomaly which keeps himself and othet peers from the cons
tamination of the ordinary Courts here.

‘ ‘ Your obedient servant. -
D. H. MACFARLANE.
62, Portland-place, March 6.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.
S1r,—May I be allowed to say a very few words upon the Bill

" now before the Governor-General’s Council at Calcutta to amend

the Code of Criminal Procedure ? I do netask any one to form an
. opinion upon the question at issue until he has received the full
information which we may expect from India, but I ask the public
‘to suspend their judgment. . ¢
I also venture to suggest that the question has not been quite
fairly stated. Section 442 of the present Code provides, in effect,
that no magistrate, except a -presidency magistrate, shall inquire
into or try an chnrﬁe against a European British subject, unless
he is hxmsefvf a HBuropean British subject. The proposition
mow under econsideration is, as I understand it, to enable the
Government te specially appoint carefully-selected natives to inquire
into and try charges against Europeans outside as well as inside the
. presidency towns. There is another section which will still
restrict persons so appointed to the infliction of a fine of 1,000
rupees and three months’ imprisonment, and there is alyays an
appeal to the High Court. There is another proposal, I helieve, to
ve to Sessions Judges—that is, Judges who are members of the
. Oovenanted Civil Service—who happen to be natives, the same
wer which European District Judges have—that is, of inflicti
fine and imprisonment for a year upon Europeans, always, o
‘course, with an appeal.
~_No doubt these roroaa.ls, if earried, will remove certain ano-
‘malies, but they will leave many anomalies—and some e&a‘onl
~seem to have a son of affection for anomalies— unremov: For
~.example they will leave the anomaly that a European caunot be
sen! by a European District Jude to more a years’ im~
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mh mﬁh by a native High Court Judge he may be sen-
In oxr to prevent people making up their m inds at
once that Lord Ripon and his Council have no higher ob-
ieot in view than a pedantic desire for the removal of anomalies,
- would t that it is at least ible to take a different view
from that which has been as yet put forward in this country. It
is thought by some persons—by most, I believe, of those who have
had official experienee in India—that the successful adminis
of the law depends to a considerable extent upon the cordial co-
operation of the natives of the country with European officers.
is cordial co-operation is, however, greatly impeded when dis«
tinctions of race are carried into a court of justice. Whenever
therefore, it is safe to do so, the Government ought to remove these’
. distinctions. Upon this principle the Government of India has .
hitherto proeeeded ; not, I regret to say, without the strong oppo-
_gition of non-official Euro; ﬁeident in India.
Has that opposison beeni ified by the result P BSurely not. .
Native Judges have long had full power over the £ropert.y, the
sonal safety, the health, and the reputation of Kuropean British
subjects, so far as these are under the protection of the eivil Courts,
In the presidency towns native Judges have exercised some crimis
nal jurisdiction.  Hundreds of cases occur every year in which
Europeans are concerned, and which are tried by native Judges,
and yet I never knew a single case in which a charge of unfairness
was brought home to a native Judge by a Euro . I cannot even
recollect such a charge having been made. Curiously enou&h, such
charged—always, 1 believe, unfounded—are not unfrequently made
against European magistrates. i
If any ome will turn to that part of Lord Macaulay's Life
which relates to his residence in India, 1 do not think he will
take the opposition of non-official Europeans as conclusive against
a measure of this kind. .

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM MARKBY.
Oxford, March 5.
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4thly. Woﬂ\inkt«hlttholpeed with which this Bill Il bibg.b
tempted tobe forced throngh Council, without allowing the public to
express their opinion, is most discreditable to the present Government.

Gthly. Further the Volunteers present wish unanimously to state
that should the Bill be made law they will lay down their arms. \ .

(8d.) H. P. Irwin, Manager, Punkabaree Tea Co., Propnstor
‘Saipoo Tea Associatian.

Chairman—T. W. Mills, Manager, Baghdogra Tea Associatian.

A. F. Daniell, Manager , Tirrihannah Factory, Propnebor, Kudma
Tea Concern.

H. W. Hancock, Proprietor, Mattigurrah Tea Concern, and Ser- .
geant, B. Co., N. B. V. R.

P. H. 0’Hanlon, Manager, M. and M, Terai-Zea Estate.

H. T. Koor, Manager, Marionbaree, and Proprietor, Roongsoong. .

F. E. Haydon, Surgeon, Kurseong, and Volunteer, B, Co.,
N.B.V.R.

F.J. Orr, Assistant New Terai Association,

G. Grant Gordon, Manager, Awwal Tea Estate.

E. P. Tod, Manager, Indian Terai Tea Co., !Proprietor, Singia
Jhora.

¥. A. King, Manager, Kalabarce Tea Estate, Volunteer, B, Co.,
N.B.V. R

L. Barclay, Mannger, Munjha Tea Co., Volunteer, B. Co.,
N.B.N. R.

William Bennett, Mmgor, Lower DuJeehng Tea Co., Volunteer,
B, Co, N. B. V. R.

R. Boyd Lawmb, Assistant Manager, Nipaneah Tea Estate.

J. 8. Corvet, Tea Proprietor, and Corporal, B. Co., N. B. V. R,

H. P. Bradford, Manager, Lohagur and Morapore Tea Estates.

R. 8. Martin, Assistant, Mattigurrah Tea Estate, Volunteer,
B.Co,N.B.V.R.

R. Hirsch, Manager, Mechi Tea Gurden.

n- g‘vF B;A'ger, Manager, Nuxelbaree Tea Estate, Volunteer, B. Co.,

| F.J. Phillips, Manager, Selim Hill Tea Estate, Volunteer, B. 00.,
'N.\B V.R.
; ‘James Hutchison, Manager, New Fallodhi Tea Co., Ld.
. Archd. Finlayson, Manager, Roongsoong.
T. H. Gibson, Assistant, Moonee Tea Estate, Volunteer, B. Co,, N
B.Y. R ¢
John Galloway, Manager, Dhundibree Tea Estate.




- A, Curry, Manager, Central Terai Tea Co,, Ld,, Punkabaree,
H. Nowill, Manager, Chumta Tea Association. :
AW, Davyt. Tea Planter and Volunteer, B. Co.,, N. B. V, R. »

- R.J. McCullagh, Tea Planter and Volunteer B. Co,, N. B, V. R.
George W. Hewit, Manager, James’ Association,

E. G, Gilliaw, Assistant, India Terai Tea Co. )

A.J. King, Assistant, Longview Tea Co,, Ld. and Volunteer, B,
Co, N.B.V.R.

A. T. F. Patterson, Assistant, Selim Tea Estate.

“ B, 8.L.G. Monypenny, Mlnlgef, Adulpore Terai. Volunteer B.
Co., N. B. V. R., and late Lientenant, 84th Regiment.

C. H. Montford, Engineer, Kurseong, Volunteer, B, Co,, N. B, V. R,

H. Lyall, Assistal®, Central T®ai, Volunteer B, Co,, N. R, V, R,

A. C. Wright, Assistant, Lohagur Tea Estate,

Chas, Kerr, Assistant, Marionbaree Tea Estate,

' Herbert Rumsey, Civil Engineer.

R. W. Ochterlony, Manager, Singbully; T. Johnston, Manager
Sath Bhaia Tea Association; R. C.T. Hildyard, Manager, Longview
Tea Co. ; F,B. Baker, Manager, Now Terai f'ea Association ; W. i, Le-
‘Munrier, Manager, Terai Tea Associdtion; G. A, Kneebone, Manager,
Darjeeling Terai Tea Association ; R. 8. C. Fraser, Manager, Mohurgong

Tea Estate; W. W, Highet, Minager, Punchanni Tea Assoeiation ;
C. W. Angell, Engineer, Kurseong.—Sd p.p. H. R. Irwin; T, A, Hick.
son, Assistant, Selim Tea Estate; M. J. Stewart, Assistant, Barnes-
mora Tea Estate, p.p. G. W. Hewitt.

. George Williams, Assistant, Nuxulbaree, p. p. 8. F. Ager,

C. J. D. Jenkins, Manager and Proprietor, Ovd Terai, p. p. G, G,
Gordon.

'W. J. Landale, Tea Planter, p. p. R. 8. Martin,

R..E. Chichester, Manager, Cambrian, p. p. J. Galloway.

C. F. Daniell, Manager, Chenga Tea Co., Ld., p. p. A. F. Daniell,

A.F, Mills, Manager, Taipoo Tea Association. p.p. T. W, Iﬂh,
P. R. Gilliam, Kudma Tea Estate, p.p. E. G. Gilliam. “

- The following gentlemen spoke strongly against the measure uder
discussion :—

Messrs, W. R. Irwin, J. W. Mills, H. M. Hancock, E. P. Tod, H, ,

fi Kerr, and Dr. Haydon. :
: H.R. IRWIN,

Ohm.
e Garidura, February 26, 1883. ;
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o TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN,
 Bie,—The advocates of the proposed amendment base their udvé- :
eacy largely on the expediency of abolishing all so-called l.nomalid" ;3
in the law of the land. It may therefore not be out of place to call
Mﬁon to an anomaly in the law of England perfectly parallel with
" that which the Bill under discussion proposes to amen@s—an wohly
" $o which no reference has, as far as Iknow, been yet made. Ry the
1aw of England a foreigner has the privilege of being tried by a mixed
. Jury—a Jury composed of Englishmen and foreigners in equal pro-

~ portion, "
‘Trial by Jury is not generally practised in this oountry, and the
 difference of general procedure nacessarily g:tmls a corresponding
difference in the manner of giving effect to the privilege of foreigners, -
but the essence of the matter is that, as regnrds jurisdiction in eriminal
cases, even the law of England gives peculiar privileges to foreigners
tried in England, and I for one fail to see the pressing necedsity for re-
moving what is, after all, only a parallel anomaly in the law of a country
mnny generations behind England iu civilization and enlightement
There are many other and more urgent reasons fowleaving well
alone, but these have all been touched upon by abler pens than mine,

e
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Calcutta, February 28, 1883.

March 2. -
SPECIAL TELEGRAMS.

Asansol, February 1. n
At a numerously attended meeting representing the l!mungl
and railway interests in the neighbourhood of Asansol, the
following resolution was unanimously adopted :—That this
‘meeting most strongly protested against Mr, Ilbert's amend-
ment to. the Criminal Procedure Code as an infringeﬁeﬂ of
“oue of the British subjects’ most valued privileges, and looks
\ u;\on the proposed change as likely to cause disastrous conse-
~ quences to the European comniunity and the country at large. -

—_— PR,

The following order has been issued by the Captain of one
of the leading companies to the Volunteers under his command,
and we-hope that every man of this as well as of the other
companies will make an effort to ‘turn out and show the




LEEy

B T St e
 Mad3l e Enghdman
i '5.._,‘.."',"»&',\A._‘1“.'Vh A gl O R R R

o

P

~ strength and value of the regiment. By doing so they will
' only be showing common politeness and what a valuable force
‘the Government possesses, without in the least detracting from
the importance of the meeting held on Wednesday last, or
contradicting the opinions which they may have already
expressed as private individuals. :

The Company will parade on foot av the ground of the Calcutta
Cricket Club, on Saturday next at 4-45 p.x. sharp, to be present at the
Distribution of Prizes by Lady Ripon.

@ You are particularly requested to attend. Lord Ripon is ousr
Honorary Colonel, and he and Lady Ripon have been asked by the
Regiment to a private gathering of {gpemselves and their friends. Under
these circumstances any Volunteer who is wilfully absent without a
suficient roason is guilty of personal discourtsy to an invited guest.

8. Such a sufficient reason is not afforded by the present political
crisis, for, as Volunteer Soldiers we have nothing to do with politics,
‘while as European British subjects we have already expressed our opie
nions elsewhere—wilful nen-attendance will therefore not omly be a

rudeness buten unnecessary rudeness,
4. On the other hand a strong muster of the Regiment will show
the Honorary Colonel the value of the Corps he commands.

The meeting in the Town Hall on Wednesday afternoon,

the 28th February 1883, is one that will live long in the
‘memories of all who were present. It wascrowded, determined,

~ unanimous and enthusiastic. The object which drew together
% ‘thomnda of Englishmen andCheir descendants to meet and
" let the Goovernment know their feelings with regard to the at-
g _tempt made by an uninformed and unstatesmanlike Council to
endanger their liberties under the guise of removing unjust
anomalies was one which, we trast, will not be lost sig.ht of by
the men who, with one voice and one heart, ratified the Resolu-
tions ably putaad eloguently supported by the speakers of the
eveniug. When men are going forth to battle, it is well %o

- stir their hiearts with the recital of what has called them forth
_to war. It is well to show them that all they hold most

~ dear is to be defended only by the strong right hand and
 the valiant heart, But that is not all that is wanted, No vic.

¥ O >

-



t«!lmi*"'

 tory was yet won, no campaign carried through, without ninoh i
patient endurance and steady devermination to win, lonng nei-
thor heart nor head.

The harness was buckled on on Wednesday evening witll
poheerful heart, and epirit stirred by a noble_appeal. But
“let not hum that putteth on his harness boast as he that put-

 teth it off.” The fightis only just begun. It must not be
forgotten that the man who is now Viceroy is a man who him-

- self has no small share of English pluck. He has men with

*  him who are strong in intellect and patient in purpose. Behind

them they have not only the powr of the S*ate here, the power

that will to the end always accompany high place, but they are -
apparently acting under instructions from England and, move
‘than all, their own interests as party men and their own advance-
ment in their political party hereafter are to a great extent bound
up with the carrying through of this and kindred measures.

‘We shall not now stop to reiterate the arguments 1iid before

the meeting on Wednesday evening. All who were there felt

that Mr. Branson’s fervid eloquence and burning words, and

Mz. Finter’s telling points, but illumitied and illustrated sound

principles, common sense, and political truth.  Our desire now

is to call upon all who heard, all who read, and all who may hear
of, the speeches delivered, and the Resolutions so heartily -
responded to, to “ stand back to back in God’s name and fight
it to the last.” The Governwent may find it good policy to-
“bide a wee.” The matter may be shelved for a time, but in
the interim dangerous work may be carried dut. Unable to
carry the position by a coupede-main, mining operations
may be resorted to, and the result may prove disastrous
~ to the defenders of a position as important to English.
- men and their liberties as was that defended by Hamp-
" den when the ruling power demanded ship money, a demand
which, successfully resisted, looked back to Magna (,lmrta. and
afterwards secured us the Petition of Rights. &
Not only must Committees be formed now to prelont ﬁhe
] that is to go to the Viceroy and to Parliawent, but



one and all must subscribe money and spend time and strength,
and substance and care, in watching the Government of India,
and the Governments and administrations subordinate to it.
A Vigilance Committee, composed of men of probity, legal
acumen, untiring industry, and, above all, a settled determina-
tion to carry the thing through, is what is needed. Local
Gasettes as well as the Gazette of India must be watched. Re-
solutions, rulings of Council, public speeches made by our rulers
theoughout India; must be watched and narrowly scrutinised,
and, when necessary, immediateiy challenged. All this means
not only shouting g§ a large ngeting, but steady work, steady
enthusiasm, a wide opening of the purse-strings, and a deter~
mination that neither we nor our childven shall be lowered in
our own eyes and theirs, and in the estimation of all true men,
by a weak yielding to carelessness and the temptation of the

_moment while great principles are at stake.

A stabding Home Committee should also be formed, and
vigilantly and carefully worked. Once show the people at
home that weare in earnest and mean it, and they will, with
increasing knowledge, be stirred to take an intelligent and
earnest interest in this part of the dominions of our guolm =
Qneon.
s “ Vain mightiest fleets, of iron framed ;

Vain, those all-shattering guns;
* Unlegs proud England keep, untamed,

The strong heart of her sons,”

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN. e
- Smm,—Subscription lists shouid be at once opened for the m -
-donot a society for the defence of European British subjects. Or

B | a society of this description might be organised on a still more
'mn basis, 50 as to embrace inits ranks all those classes, which for -

Moonvetum, I will term Anglo-Europenns and Anglo-Asiatics.
After the generous utterances of sywpathy and support expressed by

- yepresentatives of these classes in so unreserved and unqualified a

manner at put.otday s public meeting, we ought to feel it & high privi-
hphmlwmhtvourmtmd bwthorbood ‘all the ardent mﬂ-wuhm
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‘oi Bﬂtiuh Rule. If subscription lists are at once opened, in tho oolamn
of tho Press, I feel assured that money will flow in from all parts
India. I doubt whether there will be found a single Anglo-lldhn
cruelly and desperately impoverished by the generous and provident
policy of English rule as are so large a number of them, who will fail
Yo subscribe hiis rupee at least towards this promotion of. the noblo
patriotic object.

~ But in this matter, though large subscriptions are of primary im-
portance, we require a sacrifice of thought, time, and energy in addition
to render success permanent. We have to project our minds into the !
future, and to constitute this organisation on so durable a basis, thatit

. will be a defence for all time against renewed invasion of English rights

in India. A scheme, therefore, should be immediptely drawn up, con-

sidered and adopted. All moneys subscribed  should be invested and
vested in Trustees, and the income only of the trust applied to promot.
ing the object of the association. One of the most essential requisites
for the success of an organization of this kind will be a permanent office
in London consisting of a secretary, an influential committee, who
will make it their duty to enlist the intelligent and informed sympathies
of members of Parliament and other political persons at home fn protect-
ing our cherished rights in India from being invaded and trodden under
foot, All those who are fired with the intense and personal resolve ex=
pressed at yesterday’s meeting should take immediate stepste prevent
the results of that meeting from being fruitlessly wasted.
i . . CIVS
Bengal Club, March 1, 1888, .

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN,

Sm,—We have been urged by Mr, Branson’s vigorous speeeh,
which will ring through British India as a trumpet peal, to do all
that in us lies to oppose this loathsome Bill for the amendment of the
Code of Criminal Procedure. I venture to suggest that the proceedings -
. and speeches at yesterday’s meeting be printed in pamphlet form and
distribated free of charge, not only over the length and breadth of -
$ In)in, but all through England. Lot every newspaper have a copy,
‘every Member of Parliament, évery Peer of the Realm, every one
‘comnected with the country in any way. By one and &ll of our country-
men let our protest be heard, .

It will cost money but surely the dross will be fottheoming for
luoh an object, My modest hundred rupees is ready.

3 NO SURRENDER,

~ Calcutta, March 1, 1888, R



TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN, ' :
Sm,—Wxth reference to Mr, Keswick’s excellent siggestion ﬂ: Lﬂu
Town Hall Meeting last evening that, since it is probable the Criminal
Procedure Bill will have to be hrought before Parliament, all who
have friends or acquaintances in either House should be careful to in.
form them of the harm it would be calculated to do to Englishmen if
made law, and of the public feeling there is against it, might I suggest
the preparation of a concise statement in pamphlet or leaflet form of
. the leading arguments against the Bill ? :
It would be easy then, while forwarding such a cxrcular, to write
soliciting the Member’s vote and support. It seems to me doubtful
whether a long stnter.nenb of a mygter concerning India would have the
same chance of attention where Members’ time is so much occupied,
Itisto be hoped every one in a position to do so will act on My,
Keswick’s suggestion. ;
; . W.. B
Caleutta, March 1, 1883,

. TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN,

Bir,~—I was very glad indeed to see Mr, Bleeck, the German C’onlul
on the platform at the meeting at the Town Hall on Wednesday.

Mr, Bleeck can, however, do us more than yeoman’s service, if only
heand the Consuls for the United States, Wrance, Austria, ltnly, ’
Sweden, Norway and Denmark will write home to their respective

vernments, pointing out that European and American citizens, who
are not British subjects, ave liable to be tried and sentenced to terms of
imprisonment by natives. A simultaneous representation would pro.
bably be made to the Foreign Office at home, which would not be
without effect.

A Radical Government being in power, a humble apology wonld
probably be tendered to each and every foreign Power, and orders would
at once be sent to our subservient Viceroy to pass a short Bill exempting
all Europeans and Americans (who were not British subjects) from their
liability to be tried by native Magistrates. Let this once be done, hnd
Buropean British subjects must be exempted also.

1t is somewhat humiliating that Britons should ha.ve to appeal to
foreign Powers for protection, but the disgrace must rest on those who
‘have compelled us to do so; and the present Government are not
unused to being humiliated.

I would also suggeft that the proceedings of Wedneﬂdny s meeting
and of all similar meetings in India, together with the opinions of toe



Government are inclined to pass the Bill. Our Most Gracious |
Queen Victoria will listen to the voice of her people,” and see tlut‘ ;
. the rights we fought hard to maintain shall not be forced from
~ us, particularly when there is no earthly reason for doing so. We
have a justified right to our own. It is mot a pnnlegeﬂreb b‘t
undeniably a right, which we must and shall retain.
' Iamof the opinion, 8ir, that the Bill will not pass, a.ltho_agh their
‘may be at prese;:t some gentlemen at home that seem quite as earnest
for, as we are against it ; but when the memorial isbrought forward
these things will probably be transformed more to our favour. The
rupee business proposed by * Britannicus” is not a bad one, and I think
will meet the approval of each and e‘ery one concderned.

We will not be tried by any one not of our own race. Wohvo
proved to contain in ourselves quite sufficient knowledge and power to
treat our own cases with justice, and that is what those the proposed
holders of the judicial law have not, and never will h&ve, neither would
they think of giving justice.

“Nemo mortalium omnibus horis mp{t P
NIL DESPERANDUM SPERO MELIORA
Calcutta, March 1, 1883,

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN,
Sie,—Englishmen, especially in India, are proverbially dificalt
animals fo rouse, but, once roused, let us all determine to show that it
is as dificult to lull them to eleep again. Feeling, and what is more
practically important, showing, as we all do now, the strongest and
most just resentment at the latest attempt of the Government of Lord
Ripon to take from us our rights, it seems extraordinary that we should
some years ago have submitted without protest to the measure giving to
natives, ‘holding the office of Presidency Magistrate, the power to
. try and sentence European British subjects. That was the thin end. of
‘the wedge, inserted, no doubt, adroitly and insidiously ; but it is never-
thelessa crying shame to us that such a meeting as yesterday’s unpre.
gathering was not held when the Presidency Magistrates’ Bill
uidor discussion to protest with all our power against the jurisdiction
‘of natives to try us. Many an unfortunate European British subject,
with an empty purse and unable to protect himself, has doubtless had to
endure the insolent triumph on the Bench of Babu B. L. Gupta, and to
suffer imprisonment at his hands. Why have we left these men, and
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‘women, too,pu-hap” 80 long unprotooted in their rights ? Itiltw late

now to help them, but not too late to use vigilance in the future OI

behalf of our poorer countrymen, gnd so mke such amends as we can !bl" L
our past apathy and neglect.

The suggestion of your correspondent who da.m from’the Beng‘l'
Club, which your correspondent “ Manchester” supports, is an admir.
able one, and capable now of being enthusiastically carried out with

~ great present effect, and ultimate good to the community:. To my mind
there is lying ready to our hand a great -object to which the first funds
raised can be applied at once.

Let the next European British subject who is brought before
Babu B. L, Gupta or any other Native Magistrate holdly challenge
that official’s jurisd®tion to him, and claim his in alien-
able birthright to be tried by his peers. Let the“ Society for the
Protection of European British subjects,’” or whatever name it may huve,
take up the case and fight it vigorously and through all stages. If even
we fail in impugning the authority of the Indian Legislature to take
from us rights gained in England and brought here with us, we shal
at least knqw our legal position. That we should not fail is, I xmazino

the opinion of not a few lawyers.
ANOTHER EUROPEAN BRITISL SUBJECT

Calcutta, March 1, 1883.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN, ;
S1r,—I congratulate you that you have been true to your nameand
 initiated the movement which, as you say, has hardly yet begun,
against the treacherous attempt of some of our rulers to degrade
Englishmen in the eyes of the conquered race of India. Let us
now see what our Council are made of. I say without hesitation that
every single Englishman, not such recreants in character as are willing
" to sell their own birthright, betray their solemn trust, and cut them-
selves off from those of their own nation and colour for a pettifogging
popularity with the worst natives of India and a political party in Eng-
1and, will now assert his English love of freedom and his manhood by
“boldly denouncing the intended treachery. “ We look before and after
and sigh for what is not.” M. Gupta’s vulture eye has pierced the
distant future in a manner truly surprising, to owls, so let him carry
_ his glance back with equal force. What does he see there? One of
* yeur contemporaries has touched ou the hisforical bearings of the case,
referring to the Roman empire, and the Members of ' Council would do
well to study those bearings very carefully, going to ancient and moflern



‘whenever a Russian or Mfgh an war is on thetapis. But good heavens !

/én in Presidency towns. I can quite imagine an Englishman, when

_imprisoned by a native Magistrate in Calcutta, being so exalpemted

to do some act of madness. If children in Indian statesmanship like
Mr. Ilbert and you might almost say much more exalted powers,

~want absolute uniformity, let them begin at the other end, have no
. native magistrate in the Presidency towns, but let Britons be, as they

ought, only subject to bhe imprisogd by Britons. Now, who of all
people has started this movement for belifiling the congquering

elamouring for our loss of liberty P or is it any one of the warlike races
of India? Itis that race fora correct appreciation of whose qualities £

. refer your readers to Muc&ulny, the enmlightened, unselfish, and brave

‘Bengali Babu, that would, after being conquered but not beaten—1 .

‘wonder if he sees the difference—like so much to send a‘* gahib” to

jail. He could then swell himself out bigger than ever; he could then

% get such influence over the native litigants that his fortune would be
‘made in two years where it now requires 20. Of course I do notsay all

- Bengali Magistrates deserve. this description, but I do say that natives

again and again, in every station in Bengal, apply to have thelt cases
‘tried by European oﬂicers, instead of by one of their own colour ; and

] ﬁﬂ)ﬁre a single distriet in the province where one or two of the

: Msnu and nd; omitbmg Kaye’s ““Sepoy War,” nay, ewn GLI‘
to mind" contemporaneous events, such as the uneasy feeling here

o am {. think on these things, my only astenishment is that Englishmen
have ever allowed their liberty to be at the mercy of tbw)wn lubﬂm

% 7

. race? An Englishman admires bravery,. and after serving side -

. by side with a native against some common foe, I believe he
‘would gladly allow that native to try him as if he were one of
the same race. I fanoy most of us would not object to being

~ taken before a fine old Sikh for instance. Is it the Sikhs who are .

L - native judicial officers are nof notorious among natives, and nons

 aficial Europeans at least, as being corrupt ? If o, let somebody m

__that district. el g

| Further, before giving criminal jurisdiction, see how civil jultxon
’h inigtered in the mofussil towards E uropean litigants, Ask Behar
’hnters to name one or two native judxcml officers whom, they donot

iy :oonﬂde in as strictly impartial, and then let the records of their Courts
- be examined to ascertain how many decrees have been logt in the Oonm oh
~ of first instance by Europefins, and then won in superior courts. This

“is a simple and a practical test. The Government of India, if benubﬁ :

.M intentions, ca.nnot possibly object .to it, Am m M

ik




* gources ave mative judicial officers taken, that” their- immmhh
 impartiality should be assumed, and what selection is exercised? Of
course we know it is useless discussing only civilian natives, because the.
whole ranks will in time be allowed this privilege if once Englishmen
~ consent to relinquish their ancient right. What was all that froth and

hry of Mr. Gupta’s about, lately, when the counsel in that election case 8

_made some application  to him ? I donot know exactly what the ins

~ and outs may have been, but as a fact the case was not decided °

by the Magistrate himeself, I bélieve. 1f the class from which
. eivilian nativ e Magistrates are appointed are mnot better than,
‘they appear to be, what about the rank and file of the pative
ﬁutxd&ry? Why do natives freqgently ask that this or that native
officer should not t%y their case? It is mo earthly use blinking
" matters. As things stand at present you cannot possibly depend 1enr
* lessly on all natives to administer justice even to their own race, very
' much less to Buropeans., Let those who are upright and honest among
- them do all in their power to improve the state of the service, if neces-
nryexposmg the black sheep, and possibly in the course of some genera~
_ tions thereqmay be such a change that an Englishman will [enter a
Native’s Court with just assmuch confidence as he would a European’s
but until that haleyon time comes let all Englishmen hold hard on ﬁo
their present privileges.
You say, sir, that the measure if passed will exacerbate feelings &

jealousy between official and non-official of Europeans as well us he- i

. tween black and white. I hope you are mistaken, however. I believe

" - European Magistrates are entirely with their fellow-countrymen .

‘ on ‘this point, Have they been asked their opinion, as Govern-

5 ‘ment asks it on all other matters ? If they have not, what is the
i reason? Hardly, I opine that the India Government knew it would
" be superfluous to invite such opinions, becauge they would all, Jﬁ
k matter of course, betray their countrymen and advise them tohe
nnda liable to injustice and insult. The opinions of a few high officials,
: ill afraid to offend Government lest they should lose the expected seat .

" in Council or some such pleasing prospect, with, however, thank

- goodness, some worthy exceptions, are not worth the paper they are

. written on for ﬂxe purpose of honestly finding out whether the pro-

' puddwnge il desirable or not. If the Volunteers do not resign in
%‘ f & body which would be impolitic, yet I expect they will gradually
; mlﬁ away. Asto Local Self-Government, it is doubtful if this in-
e m patchwork legislation can be carried out. Many men with inti-
~-mate knowledge of the country had loyally resolved te pocket their

¢



. ”

W snd support the Goyvernment in its expanmentfd -dm.u

of administration, but now things will, I predict, be widely
different. Of course, as every correspondent has pointed out, lnd :
tho Chamber of Commerce insisted upon, European capital need mot’
 be mtedto enter India if the conquered race is to eibin Judgm&\t on
ﬂu oonquerorl. No amount of Exhibitions or reduction of on:tomlbiﬂ
ymvnl against such a suicidal measure, In fact, Lord Rxpon s Govern-
ment seems now to have just stultified itself. It had done some good
and was expected to do more, but now itis anxious to undo everything
_again and create an agitation which will in the long run probably cause
bloodshed. It may be many years hence, but it may notbeso very long, .
as students of English and Indian history are aware, A
Sir, I hope and am confident that you will®hever cease agitation
until crowned with success, while we will all assist the Chamber of Com-
merce with our moral and if necessary our pecuniary support—in preé=
venting a few so called Englishmen from selling us hand and foot to
our own subjects, apparently spoilt by over kindness. :
JOHN BULL.,
February 27, 1883. .

A well attended meeting of Tea Planters was held at Ranicherra,
« Duars, on 26th February, to protest against Mr. Ilbert’s Bill, when
the following Resolution was adopted.—

““That in the opinion of this meeting the alteration in that law
proposed by Government in the Bill entitled. ‘ A Bill to amend the
Code of Criminal Procedure so far as it relates to the exercise of juris-
diction over European British subjects,” calls for an expression of our

‘unqualified disapproval and indignation at the attempt of the Govern<
ment to interfere with the Englishman’s proud privilege of being tried
by his peers, and to make him amenable to punishment at the mh of *
a native judiciary, thus attempting to lower his prestige before the

natives. And further, as regards, the ommunity of Tea Planters, who

bave to work their native labourers through moral force, we would

dkongly point out the depreciating effect such a measure would have
onn on the powers necessary forthe due performance of duty by Euro.
pean employed of labour in the mofussil.”

THE CALCUTTA TRADES ASSOCIATION. @

. A meeting of the members of the Caleutta Trades Association was !
held yesterday at the rooms of the Association, for the purpose o!" ‘
eoniiderlng the proposed amendment of the Criminal Prooednre Code,
There was a large attendance, Mr. Pratt, Master, in the Chair, SR



