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In opening the proceedings the Master said t-Gentlemen,-It was 
decided at our last Committeo Meeting that a public meetiwr of the 
Aaeociation shoqld be held this morning to consider the proposed amend­
ment of the Criminal Procedure Code, and we ar now met together 
to carry out this objeot. 

Most of us were, no doubt, present at the Town Hall last evening 
at the meeting held under the presidenoy of the Sheriff of Calcu to., 
and heard the powerful speeches of Messrs. Keswick, Branson, Pitt­
Kennedy and Finter, and all of us will doubtless sign the memorial 
whioh it was then decided shoulti b;e presented to His Excellenoy the 
Viceroy in' Counoil. and also to the Secretary of State for India. 

But it hals, neverthelesss, been oonsidered desirable that the Cal· 
cutta Trades ASsociation should 11.1 take steps to make a distinot re­
presentation from th r own body to His Excellehoy in Counoil, but 
whether in the shape of a memorial or in the form of Resolution. was 
left for this meeting to deciae. 

J will now call uPOI1 the immediate Past Master of the Association 
to propose the first Resolution. 

MR. ZIilMIN in proposing the frst Resolution, said :-Gentlemen,_ 
Mr. Pratt having explained to you the object of this meeting, I feel it 
to be needless to offer you any further explanations on that point. 
From a time beyond the reoollection of experience of any of yon here 
present, the question, whenever it has ueen raised, of such a change 
as that now proposed in the criminal law of the country, hf\8 been the 
cause of difference and opposition between our rulers and the Eu. 
ropean Britishsubjects of Her Maj sty, calling forth from, the latter 
all the strength and energy latent· in the English charaoter in 
resenting , the intended encroachment on rights that hll.ve oom 
down to them from their forefathers. On all such occasions our 
Al8ociation has ever borne a prominent part; and true to our instincts, 
we ~eet here to.day to testify. our strong sense of disapproval of the 
measnre now before the GoverJl1Dent of Lord Ripon . . (Applaus.e.) 

Gentlemen, you were all witnesses, no doubt, of' the strong emotion 
and the outburst of feeling whio}. wllre called forth in tlJe large 
assembly at the public meeting held yesterday at the Town Hall. 1 
give it to you on my exp8rience of the past thirty years in Calcutta, that 
1 never witnessed a meeting so enthusiastio, or one at whioh the people 
presentweresomoved with one oommon passionate feeling of resent­
ment agaiDst a sense of wrong as that of yesterday. But, gentlemen, 
our proceedings here to-day need !tot be marked by any such outburst 

)fRo ZEMIN. 
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of feeUrlg. We meet all me1l of businelll, aud "e deeire to do ao ~Ol'8' 
thaD. to lay before our mIen an ezpreeeion of our lenle of the 1Ul1l""" 
la.ry and nncalled for character of the propoled change in th. 
eriminal law. And we know ftom O\ll' experience of the jUlt aucf 
upright character of the pl'csent Government that auy rep1'8181l" 
tatio1l made to it; and which is based on a principle of right fa 
Dot likely to be disregarded. Nor is it neaessary naiv t'!i'ft we Ihould 
oonsider in detail all the arguments which can be urged against the pro­
posed meallure. Those arguments have been set forth. very fully aulf 
ably in the Press, and that not only in editorial leaders, but in the 
numberless letters "ith which the papers have literally teemed during 
the lut fortnight. I therefore lay before you the first Resolution, which 
is to tho following ell'ect I -

f< That the Assooiation regards with alarm e proposal now before" 
the Government to amend the provisions of t}:ie Code of Criminal Pro .. 
eedure, 1882, in so far as they relate, to the eIemse of jurisdiotion over 
Europeau British subjects ~ and that the membel'8 of the A8sociatiolt 
DOW in meeting assembled desire to record their emphatic disapproval of 
the proposed amendment as being impolitic, unnecessary, and repugna.nt 
to the feelings of Her Majesty's European Bl'itish subjectsoin India." 

Mr. WALLIS said he was glad of the opportunity of secondinlf this 
Resolution, but that he thought there was no necessity for him to dwell 
at any length on the subject af~r the sucoess which had attended the' 
Meeting at the Town Han when expression had been given to every vieW' 
of the question. He would simply seoond the ResQlution, and would 
take this opportunit,y of endorsing a.ll th.at had been sa.id against the' 
propoeed amendment of the Code. , 

The Resolution was put and carried unanimously. 
Mr. IRVING then moved the next Resolution,whioh Wall in the follow.­

lag t.erms I-
n That this Association, in view of the recent pu blio demonatratiOlUt 

of feeling and opinion on this subject on the part of Her MajBlty' .. 
]ilurdlH!an Britisb subjects tbronghou the oonntry, and the repreaent6J 
tiona already made to the Government, feel it to be needless to BUb.­
mit, in reB~ct thereof, a separate memoriall desires, therefore, I 

that oopies of the Resolutibns passed at this meeting be for-
.... arded to the Secl'etary te the Government of India in the­
Legislative Department, with a letter signed by all the members of the 
Aailociation, for submission to His Exoellenoy the Viceroy in Council &I 

an unanimous erpression ,?f their views, and of their respectful proteat. 

MR. IRVING. 
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against the proposed Rltaration olthe present Law of' Criminal Pro. 
cedure, being Act X of 1882," 

The Hon.'Lle Mr. C-';ITHNlDSS, in seconding the ~801ution, said that 
the members of the Tra~es Assooiation-did not roq uire to memorialile 
the Government on this very impol;taut question, not bt?cause they did 
not consider it neoess&ry, but that they could, as business men, expt'eaa 
all tbat they had to 1I00y in the form enbodied in the Resolution, and 
'that all that could be said on the subject had been already said, and 
(UspOossionately. He thotlght, perhaps, it would be bett.er nob to weaken 
tl?-e effects of the meeting whioh bad'been held last evening, and the 
speeches matle which, no doubt, all thOle present had listened to at the 
Town Hall, and he could add nothing whioh could be more eloquent and 
more urgent. He considered tb t the Assooiation should join ill 
the emphatic and wi protests wliloh were comi~g in from all p&rts 
of this great Empire wIth referenee to this unfortunate and die. 
turbing proposal of the Governmen t. It was a very unfortunate cir. 
cumstanoe that the Government, in their attempts to promote and 
ameliorate the condition of the I1&tives, to enlist their sympathies in 
favour of the Birtish Government, and in endeavouring to strengthen tho 
loyalty of tlJ.e natives to the British Government, had introduced o.n 
amendment which was of so retrognade and unwise a character that, in 
his opinion, it would throw bo.ok, as Mr. Branson had stated yesterday. 
that desirable consummation for at leu.st a quarter of a century. After 
'many years, something like 0. social friendly feeling had. been created 
by the efforts of many worthy gentlemen, amongst whom might be 
numbered Mr. J. B. Knight, and others, in the good work. But he 
felt very sorry that the movement against which the spirit of 
opposition was so widespread, and which had been so urgently 
brought to the notice o~ the Government should at this time be 
entertained. Thcy ",11 felt that it was 80 distinct encroachment on 
what European British subjects had enjoyed for some years for how 
many be did not know, or when it began. It was not 80 privilege whioh 
wa.a c6nferred on them by t,he Government, but it was 80 right which 
Englishmen enjoyed M their birthright, and therefore to throw among 
tbem, u.s Mr. Branson had eloquently tArmed it, the apple of discord, was, 
he ,tbought, 0. mo t unfortunate and impolitiC measure, and it was at a 
pariicularly inopportune time tha.t this amendment of tbe law bad been 
introduoed. Thepresent Government had evinced 80 sincore desire to 
enlist the sympa.thies of thfl natives in the Government of the country, 

, They 'had introduced a. .>cb~me for Local Self-Government, 80 very 
large and important IIcheme, by which they would pla.ce in th,e 

MR. CAITUNESS, ' 
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handa of natives large power. There were many other th~ to 
which he need not allude I for instance, the privilege which utive 
females enjoyed to be examined in Courts as purdah nasheens, and 
other privileges. These were privileges to which Europeans had never 
objected, and to which their own ladies laid no claim. Many nativelof 
distinction had been exempted from attendance in Civil Courts. Had. 
lingle European voice been ever raised against these 'vileges P Then 
the natives were allowed to affirm, when European British subjects were 
not allowed to give evidence unless sworn upon the Bible. Then again, 
have Englishmen ever objected to the many social privileges "hich 
natives enjoyed P They enjoyed caste privileges, marriage privileg811 
whioh wet'e never interfered with, and he did not think that any 
measures whioh aimed at the benefit of the natives of' the coun· 
try, even when they were in s e degree dPposed to European 
notio1ls, had been resented by them. On the contraTY eveTY measure 
introduced for those objects so far as is to the benefit of the native; 
was received in a broad and liberal spirit, and it was a fact that the,. 
had nevet' opposed any project of the Government whioh had for its 
object the amelioration of the condition of the natives. Not a single 
voice had been raised against such project. But this was a proposal to 
do away with all race distinction, and he need not say it ~as entire. 
ly a false conclusion. He did not think they could . do away with race 
distinctions so long as the two races oxisted. Be did not believe that 
natives considered it a slur cast upon them that they should not be 
allowed to have jurisdiotion over European British subjects. The 
natives, so fa; as he could judge, had never demanded this privilege, 
and he did not oonsider that they required it, because even supposing 
the measure would be passed, a ' very few covenanted District 
Magistates would have power to try Europeans, the large mass of 
native magistraoy would still be debarred. How would it do 
away with race distinctions P He thought the Gevernment of India 
should remember that the condition of the na.tives of the country 
could never be what the Government declared it to be, and 
'Would be what the European consensus of opinion would declare it 
to be. Their condition could never be altered by th~ Government and 
could only be what it was by the consent of the British community. He 
had said more than he intended to say on the Bubj, .:t, and he had now 
~o ask them, in putting the resolution, to adopt it in a spirit of fairneaa 
and of moderation towards their native fellow subjects. They did not 
distrust natives entirely. they did considElr that there were many among 
them who were quite competent to try Europeans, but he lIlust say that 

• HR. CAITHNESS •. 
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he regarded tbe proposed bill as an infringement upon tbeir right. 
'and privileges, and &S such,' called for their most emphatic protest and 
consistent resistence to the end. 

After a short discussion &S to whetber a memorial should not bo 
forwarded,to tbe Government against the altera.tion of the criruinaJ 
law, the resolution w&s put and carried. 

The meeting then came to a close. 

Mat'ch S. 
SPECIAL TELEGRAM.S. 

. Ohittagong, March 2. 
The European .,mmunitylbere will hold a meeting this 

afternoon to protest against the proposed amendment of the 
Criminal Procedure ·Code. The alarming fact is realised that 
whereas the rights of the English race are univers¥ly respected 
elsewhere, here in India. its liberties are at the caprice of a few, 
and a strong remonstrance will go up from thus condemning 
this outrage on our priveleges. 

SilclU1lr, Marek 2. 
At a meeting hastily assembled here on 1st M arch, the 

following resolutions were pa-saed :-That, notwithstanding Lbe 
Govermental promises to the effect that no Bill would become 
la.w without full time for discussion, this meeting deprec;l.tes 
the haste with which the Bill is being pushed on as not allow~ 

ing the European rtlsidents time to lay fully their views before 
Government, and strongly protest against the same. It was 
unanimously agreed that the present meeting view with great 
apprehension Mr. llbert's Bill to amend the Criminal Procedure 
Code, and beg to record a strong protest against the &a.me as 
likely, especially in Mufasal districts, like the tea. districts, 
to create a. still further gap in the already existing race 
prejudices, and as being likely to alienate capital from a 
district which has sprung into a prosperous condition by the 
aid of EuroFean energy and capital; that already, before this 
Bill has 'become law, the native press are calling for more 
concessions and are protesting against the control of coolies in 
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Da.rjiling; such a control, too, as contemplated being only wha.t 
exists in every town in the United Kingdom,. The meeting, 
therefore, strongly protests against any contemplated conces­
.ions ; that under the above circumstances, as ~e is nO time 
given to lay our views before Oovernment in writing, it is 
resolved unanimously that the Assistant Commis iOller be 
asked. t,o teJegraph these reyolutions to the Chief Commissioner 
to be laid immediately before.the Viceroy's Council. Signed. by 
twenty-three planters. 

TO'THE EDlTOR OF IDII ENGLISFl~N. 

Sm,-I enolose a cheque as a subscrlpticiID in furtherance of the 
promotion of a political organization, Btlch as that proposed in your issue 
of to-day. Your paper has proved so firm and zealous a. supporter of thfs 
good and patriotic cause, that I feel assured that you will not hesitate to 
sid it still more by receiving subscript~ons till sU{lh time as a special 
committee can be formed for that purpose. It is well for aJl to remember 
tha.t this proposed organisation is intended for "defence-n'Ot defiance." 
It i8 'in no way meant as an aggressive movement against the native 
clasies, or any of their just privileges, but sa a permanent oonsj;itutional 
agency for the legal and legitima.te protection of the existing rights of 
certain other olasses in India from complete political annihilation. 

A.B.M. 
:Bengal Club, March 23. . 
[N. B.-We shall be glad to receive, and aoknowledge' in our 

columns, any subBcriptions to the proposed fund that may be forward­
ed thUI pending the formation of a speoial committee.-ED., E'19.] 

1"0 TR1I' EDITOR OF T:a:E ENGLISRlJAN. 

SIR,-In connenon with the late meeting at the Town Hall, I 
1tould recommend that an experienced petllon be sent to England ta 
rapr.ent the matter in its proper light,_ and to cover this expense, I 
would propose that a. subS{lription list be opened at once. I for one sha.U 
be most happy to give a quarter month's salary tow8ords this object, and 
I think eTery Britisber in the l80nd will be ready to do the s8ome. 

Let it not be said tha.t we left One stone unturned in our endea­
"OUri to' oppose such an obnoxious Bill. 

SHIPPY. 
Calcutta., 2nd, Maroh 1883. 
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TO TBII JlDI'l'OR OF TBII llNOL1SBX ..... lf. 

Sm,-May I, througb your oolumIlll, be permitted to say how mnch 
the European residents of this station sympathise Iwith wha t you hayO 
written regarding Mr. Ilbert's Criminal Procedure Code Amendment 
Bill P A largely a.ttended meeting of Europe !Lns W8S held here lut 
evening, and aresolution was passed condemn ing the Bill 8S most ua. 
just. A memoria.l is being prepared on the subject, and it is proposed 
to aak the Bengal Ohaml:>er of Commeroa to forward this to Gove~ment 
along with their own memorial. . 

We 'are II small body of Europeans in this dis triot, and no Volua. 
teer Corps has yet been formed" but the feellllg against Government is 
at present so strong that, did sue corps xist. IlIrma would be laid 
down until we were a. sured of th witbdrawal of this Bill. The .Darjil. 
ing Volunteers a.re thorougbly sympathised with in their p~oposed act. 

,tion, and I only hope the Calout.ta. Volunteers will also show their 
disapproval of such unoalled for legislation in this way. 

tt is most unfortunate that race animosities should be IrO streng. 
thened as they und oubtedly will be by such discussions. Within tOO 
past few days there has been more written calculated to open out sorel 
afrcsh than the last ten years have done to heal. 

While talking over these matters with an old friend here, a stl\uneh 
shikari. mt>st popula.r with natives and "ell lrnown to, and much res­
pected by, almost every civili an who has been in tbe districts of 
Ra.jsbahye, MaIda, Pubna and Bogra for the past twenty yean, he Mid 
tbat frequently pe haa been beseeched by natives to use his influenqe 
in having their cases in court transferred from the file of the NatiTe 
Maristrate or Judge, to tbat of the European. They said they alway. 
got more justice done to them by the European. If tIde feeling is held 
by natives against their own countrymen, what is likely to be the feel· 
ing of the European who may have to be tried by a native of this 
countryP 

X. Y. Z. 
Serajgung, February 28, 1883. 

TO THllIIDITOB OF THII lCNGLIBBJUN. 

818,-1 ha.ve read with grea.t lIatisfaction your varioue leaders on 
the subject olthe Crimillal Procedure Code Amendment, and consider 
the European community in India under a deep obligation for your 
able advocacy of their rights in this crisis. 

The letters of your numerous correspondentB show how deeply the 
non.otlicial mind haa been stirred on contemplation of tho threatened 
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ehauge, and it is to be hoped that due weight will be given to their 
remoJl8tranoea, and that Government will pause before carrying into 
effect a mealUre as unpopular as it i~ uncalled for. 

Mr. Ilbert professes to deprecate tinkering legislation, but if his 
amendment possesses any element of finality it will not ""2.-mmend itself 
to those at whoso instance it is ostensibly made. The conceeeion can 
only be acceptable to them in the light of a pledge of further progress in 
the l80IIle direction. In point of fact the proposod amendment is a test 
'ease devised in order to asoertain what further burdens might safely 
be imposed on European shoulders, and were it ,to pass into law unop­
poeed, the legislative mill would at once be put in motion to produce 
lOme fresh enactment of a still more(dra.stic nature • 

. To those who k~ow how slow tlie Indian Go~rnment is tomove in 
an1 matter of acknowledged publio utility, it seems strange that a.1l 
this activity shQuld be evoked by what you rightly style" Mr. Gupta's 
whimper," and it is hard to look opon him as other than a convenient 
stalking horse introduced to soreen the real motive power, which 
should be looked for elsewhere. 

The procedure adopted by Government in attemptin$ to rush the 
measure through at all hazards, and the preparations that have been­
madoto ensure its receiving the sanction of the Secrctary of State 
without a moment's delay, leads (,ne to the belief that it was intended 
to force the amendment upon U8 "olem vo1.tn. in obedience to some im­
perialistio fla.t • 

. It may b~ our Vieeroy's Council is only doing. what it has been 
ordered to do by the Seoretary of State for India, and th us to a certain 
extent may be free from blame. In one thing, hvwever. it has 
failed and laid itself open to the oharge of unfaithfulnees 
to the interests of the empire it governs. and that is in not 
placing before the home au thorities reliable information'as to the recep-

, tion whioh a measure of this sort might expect from the Europeans in 
Indi$. The oonsensus of opinion oolleoted and forwarded to Enghmd 
aaindicative of the general view could not be received as evidence in any 
Court of, Law. The parties from whom the opinions were eliCited. being 
'Government officers, cannot be regarded as free agellts. N otwithstand_ 
Ing the embarassment of the position, some of them have spoken out 
boldly aga.inat the amendment, but most of the others dord good 
examples of political hedging, plainly enough indica.tiJlg that the 
answers given were not una1fElcted by personal o!>naiderations. Suppos_ 
ing the measure were to pass, those benefited by it would be Bengalis. 
chieily, and inasmuch as, except within the limits of the 24.Pergunnahs 
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the Bengali is regarded all oYer India quite as muoh as a foreigner and 
interloper as the Englishman it is evident that Government in ita anxie­
ty to remove a fancied anomaly, incurs the risk of importing real ~d 
glaring inequalities into the Code whioh, leaving the European out of 
the queetion, will intensify the disoord between the races. 

A Sonthal, Rajput, or even a Behari would oonsider it an insult to 
be classed with Bengalis, and in the North-Weet the feeling is equalll 
hostile. 

Whether the aversion is unreasonable or other wise-I do not stop 
to argue the point-what oonoerns ~ is that it exists, and a fact of this 
sbrt oannot be ignored with safety . 

. I ~annot believe that the amendment will be proceeded with in face 
of the determined opposition whicl}. your note of warning has called 
forth . The united action of the Chlmbers of Commeroe of Calcutta, 
Madras a.nd Bombay, must ~ll with great effeot upon the Imperial 
Parliament. Many of . the members of both Houses have intimate 
relations with India, some as partners with lI.rme here, or trading 
with this country, and others as Directors or shareholders in the 
numerous Joint Stock Companies which are now only beginning 
to develop the resources of the country, and it is not to ' be 
supposed that they will allow a. measure to be sanctioned which, 
while oonferring a. fanci ed benefit on a. few, would inB.iot a grave injustice 
on the manY,and at the same time endanger the stability' of every com. 
mercial enterprise in India. 

NEMO. 
Caloutta, March 1, 1883. 

VIEWS OF A MUHAMMADAN. 
TO TRE lIIDITOR. OF THE lIINGLISHMAN. 

Sm.,-Mr. Ilbert's Amendment of the Cirminal Prooedure Act, not 
yet two months old, is based on entirely unJ;enable grounds. 

He admits that it is the privilege of the prisoner to be tried in a 
particular way, but it is said that what is not bad in Caloutta cannot 
be bad in the Mofussil. This is so outrageous a statement that I am 
surprised it should have been advanced by honest and intelligent people. 
There is no public opinion in the MofUllllil, and e,en Europpans do not 
feel the necessity of that care the want of which led to the case against 
Mr. Briscoe. 

Mr. Elliot rightly says that there in no police in the interior cap­
able of dealing with European prisoners, and.scandals might easily occur 
in the administration of justice 1Ij'hich would lead to excitement and 
agitation, and strengthen the race antapism which it has taken yean 
to soften. • 
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No class of people have given up their rights without a .trnggle. 
ile amendmellt bas been proposed as a matter of general policy, ht 
what is there to recomnsend the policy, reawakening the slumbering 
paIIio~s ofa large number of strong and resolute p~oplefor thepurpoee 
of giving to three or four persons who are yet to appear the power of 
trying and .entencing three or four men of a certain cl~ the 001U'88 

ofbalf a dozen years P I was undcr the impreB8ion tha.t a . Government 
beat performs its duty by allaying rather, than exoiting pl\8sions but I 
lee I was m18taken. 

It is pOGSible the claim of the European is baaed upon sentiment 
rather than reason, but the world is governed more by sentiment than 
rcuon, 1>8pe~ially the Indian world. The various castes and religions 
of India display, in their refusal to i termarry or to intermix, the power 
ollentiment rather than reason, and should pre nt .Mr. Gupta and 
otben like him, from oavilling at the more justifiable sentiment of the 
English. What is an aristocracy but a sentiment? and even in demo. 
cratic America they are going to have an aristocracy. The story told of 
lIrlr. Chamberlain in reference to an aristocratio (the Reform) Club proves 
that England is still ~wayed by sentiment. History proves that senti. 
men'ta do not die till replaced by other sentiments. The sentiment of 
equality between tho nativo and the European is at preaent· merely em. 
bryonic it is in fact nothing but a mere wish on the part of some natives 
who belong to the Government servic~, and a mere blind on. the part of 
those who care more for unreasoning popularity, or who a.re afraid to 
utter unplell.sant truths. . ' 

. But the English:!Uan's sentiment is founded on fact. Does a.ny one 
.enouely believe that in the conduct of the two classes to each 
other the Englishman is not ever considered the oonqueror a.nd the 
Indian the oonquered? The very continuance of the English people on 
Indian land is based on their right of conquest, and they are 8.Slred to 
consider thia right 8.S a wrong sentiment. No doubt th!l privilege claim. 
ed by the Europeans is a.n anomaly, but a privilege is always an auomaly. 
Women in India ai-e excused from attending Courts-what is thi~ but all 
anomaly P Partioular Rajas and Zemindarll are exempt from appea.rance 
ill Courts-this is nothing less than anomaly. Why should the European 
forfeit old privileges ~hile the Indian sbould acquire new ones P 
. The English are the dominant race in India. In spite of what :Mr. 

Gupta or his brot4er Aryans of Bengal may say or do, the English will 
continue to be superior in civilisation not only to the n'!o~iveof Beng$l, 
buji even of Hindustan and the Panjab for ages to come. While the 
Englishman has to bear the brunt of preserving order and stability, he 
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m1llt continue to own the preatige which his n&me has hitherto carrieel • 
. The Knglishm&n has to lead armies to Assam, Burma, Bboota.D, 

Kabul-has to oppose enemies and put down insurreotions, has often to 
p1r.ce himself in the midst of hostile aliens and bourly to expect anel 
await the fa.te of tbe Resident poisoned at Baroda or the fate of Oav.,. 
nari. Wby should the Bengali, incapable now and hereafter of doing 
anything of the kind, why ilho~d he envy the Europe&n the mark of 
a superiority which is undoubted, the possession of a privilege whicJ;a 
do~ no harm P I~ 

Why should the Bengali think liimB~lf equal to b\B couqueror P NC! 
amount of legislative Acts will make the two raoes equal till, perhapll, 
after.the lapse of 0. dozen more gen o.tions. If the Saxons, who were 
little if at all, inferio~o the Nor &ns, were unable to assert them· 
selves till nearly 200 years after the conquest, I think, I have under 
ro.theI than over reokoned the period within which the Bougali, wbo 
has never known anything but thraldom, might claim equality with 
the Briton, who has never known subjection. 

The Lieutenant-Governor of Allahabad promises the Europeans to 
nominate as. Justices of the Peace none bJlt those who are fully ex. 
pel'ienced anti tried. In other words, he asks them "to give up what 
is cla.imed as "right and receive it back as a favour!' We hope that 
no EuropeaJi will be taken in by the false glamour of liberality apparent 
in the amendment. Laws are made for the welfare of subject. I here 
they are made for the convenience of offioials. Real LiberalillU {lOll· 

lists in the acquisition of rights, not the destruction. 
The proposed measure is of a piece with the various other acts of 

tho Gladstone Ministry. Those who can scuttle out of Zulula.nd with. 
out retrieving tho~r honour-those who can agree to be turned, bag anel 
baggage, out of Afghan land without avenging the murder of Cavagnari 
may eo.siJy sell their birtl~right for a mass of pottage I sell their long 
ADd immemorial right. for a oheap and low popu1o.rity. 

It is . eaid that there would be great inconvenience if all 
Di.triot :Mo.giatrates did not possess equal powers. But the 
chnrge of sub-divisions is given sometimes to first Clo.sl and 
1I0Uletimell to second clMe offiClere. This dHfe"i-ence of powers affects 
a large number of people. If the sub·divisional offioer hss second olau 
power. he has to send up many persons to the Sadar Station about 
~ or 60 miles off. In the eyes ·of our patriots, however, thi. fa a 
.mall matter ; for what matters it to theUl whether these poor men 
are tried near th~jr houEel or far away? There would be no ecue iJI 
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compelling the Government to invest· all sub. divisional omeara with 
first claaa powers so as to save thelro poor men some trouble and Bome iJl 
time, which they can ill sp\\re. 

No member of the Uovernment deigns to examine how much trouble 
is caused and how much time is lost which could very easiJ~e saved, But 
Mr. Gupta. cares much for himself; and beco,tlse a District Magistrate 
may not hereafter btl able to tl'Y ono or two Europeans, every memb~r 
of the Government swears that lhe lo,w must be changed, 

If any European CareB to acquaint himself with tbe fi!elings of tbe 
people who lead whatever publie opin'ion thel'\) roilY be in t.he tnterior, he 
would do well to examine to files of nativo newspapers, and he will fl.nd 
that there is no kind of crime a.nd no mount of crime which the Ellro, 
pean does not commit in the Mofussil. With lIuch a strong credulity and 

, prejudice it must be impossible for Europeans to obtain justice at the 
hands of nl\ti ve officers. 

;Foryou may be sure that if the competition civilian gets the powcr, 
tho nomina.tion civilian will not be lcng behind, und then Lhere wonld ' 
be nothing to prevent the power from being conferred on other offi­
cers, ':Much has b en mudo of the invidious distincLiou' that lies 
between the conveu~nLed EUl'opean n.nd the convcnanted native. 
But if Lhe convenanted native were mpowored and the nomination 
oivilian oKchided, would thE:l'e not ue an invidious distinction between 
two natives-a distinction which mu,L be more p.ointed becanse less 
defensiblo p . The nomination civilian i~ likely to come from a higher 
locial circle, mid tus would be an additional reason for giving him 
eqUal powers with the cc>mpctition native. 

'A. course of travel or a ,temporary sojourn. in a. foreign country may 
give a man some new ideas, but it is perfectly impotent in modifying hi' 
moril nature, I cannot, therefore, speak highly of English civilisation 
if a three years' resident in England is Buffi~ient to make Indians equal to 
t.hose who have lived there for generations and centuries; to make • 
D'. L. Gupta. and a Surendernath Banerji equal to Finucane or an 
O'Donnel, or even to a Moseley or a Sharp. The distinction between an 
European and native is broad and well remarked-that between 
a native who 11M beon to England and a ' n(\tivll who haa not 
been is entirelyfaneiful. Tho distinction between these two natives is 
unsupported by any faetin existence, while that betwe~n the European 
ana' the native is supported by the differoncos of oolor, dress, language, 
religion, political position, and manners, 

If tho oompetition nativo gots tho power, the onmination civilian 
1fUlnot be long behind, nnd you will loon find t~e Whole natlv-e IIl8fiI 



tracy invested with the power of sitting upon their cOJlquerore :both. 
Judge a.nd Jury. F or you may be sure that as soon as Europeana 
become amen'l.ble to native Magis brabes, a deqire will spring up in t.be 
offiaial mind to have thu rules of proaedure further simplified, and YOI1 

- will Boon find Mr. Gupta and others deolaiming against the remaining 
privilege of the Englishman,-against the privilege of being tried by 
Speoial Jury. 

The Government must remember that the great body of the people 
are quite indifferent and do not care bow the European may bo triedl 
and tbat it iB onlY, the wish or s'entiment of Mr. Guptaand about 
half-&-dozen newspapermongers that haa made them propose the amend­
ment. On thll one hand, there is nothing but an unreasoning whimper I 
on the other hand th\ge is strong d debel m 'ned public opiniou. It ia 
their national prllBtige tllat enables the EQgliall Government to rule 
over this vast country and population with so f.lw bayoDets and so fow 
soldiers ,:Ietlth m pause before they wiltuliy give up their prestiJe and 
try to rnle by more b.'l.yonets and more ~oidier3. Let them pause before 
alienating the sympa.thiea of their fenow-countrymen; of thOle men 
whose fea.rl~ssne .\d anl CQUra;ril were greatly coui!ucive to the saftlty of 
tho Empire during the mutiuy. L t thtlUl paUdO before [u'!'ayillg againsp 
themselves the Sen3!! and opinion of a.atl'ong ani! resolute body of men 
who ha.ve never known how to I03<j a 'pI'ivilllge Ol' fo.rteit a right. 

EERZ 

February 25, 1 3. 

TO TBll 'EDITOR O~, TUll ENGLISHMA.N. 

SrR,-.b a Frenchman, I was mOdt gdeved to bear from the lips of 
one of the a.ble speakers, a.t the m cting beld in tho 'fowil Hall on' 
Wednesday last, a remark dispa.raging to Illy countrymen. 

There 1Ilay l.oe few Fl,'enohmen in Calcutta, but there a~'!' aiaunoh 
and true hearts amongst them, lIoud at lea~t on) was beating there in 
fllo\,our of the cause of the m"cLiUJ. 

Allow me, then, to assure the ' ntloman in queslion that Ii'renoh­
men are, as much :loS al1y other na.tiona.lity, jealOlt3 of their own righbil, 
and sensible to t e dangers of ot~, 1 losing Lheirs. 

lnileed, wbo but l!'renchm n ed en~ r the field en ntasse against 
England in support of the rights of A.mericans? Who but Frenchmen 
have bled and died for the delivera.nce olHnlS Il'om the Austrian yoke P 
Who I say, but Frenchmen have helped l'russia and Italy with moral, 
yet most powerful, support? The first to ef(ect the unity of GIlEman),. 



the I8COnd tol'eCl)ver Ven et.i Of~'''rnA,t,il)n ~ h y" often sympathi .. cl 
with their unhappy friends, but .t has genera.l1y been in dna lpeecb •• 
and with folded arms. France sylllp.,this s" l.a. main sur Z'tpet," if not 
fI Z'tptll a l.a. main." That is Fr(lnch sympathy, You may then count on 
the hearty good will and BllPljor ~ of every true l!'ren~an in India, 
and judging not only from persona.l feelings,but also from pllBt. history, 
I make bold to say that in time of need, Fl'enohmon, above all othartl. 
will be your friends indeed. 

Lafayette and his volunteer'. spirit, quixotic though it may .eem; 
~ not extinguished in the brellBts of ]i'rencl1m«ln, and, like them, tena 
a! thousands a.re ever ready to fight over tho battles of right and 
liberty. 

( G ONE OF THEM. 

Calcutta, Maroh 2, lSBS. 

TO THE EDITOR 011' THE ENGLISHMAN. 

SIa,-Permit me to say a word in your columns on the su bjcot of 
Mr. J . Croft'sletterpublishlld in this day's Daily News and Statesman. 

Entirely appreciating the calm and modt!rate tOlle of ni~ critioism 
upon my Sp!l en of Wednesday last,I cannot but admit t·hat I spoke under 
very great excitement. • 

My own extr ' me repugnance to the measure, 60 strongly shared by 
the vast Me!ltin~ 1 add,'ossed, as manifested by 1Jt1cir enthusiasm, not 
unnaturally acted vcry s~l'ollgly upon me, a spe~ker almost entirely 
unused to a responsive audience, . 

This must be my exouse for having been led to uB~language 1(owards 
my native fellow subjects,which I feel to be unjustifiable and personally 
offensive, and which I should never have used exoept nnder the influenoo 
o£veryvfolent excitement. I am aware that the great mass of the natiyel 
haye Dot demanded this measure, and do not desire it, and thero are many 
among them for whom I have very great esteem. Such language f"rIDs 
no part of the ground on whieh I rest. I regret and sincerely apc.Jogi!le 
for the use of it, as well to those to whom it was applied as to the 
audience to whom it was addreBBod. 

That I should have been led by my ell'citement to US(\ such hmguage 
hu p.i~ed me myself, and I do not fancy that anyone has been more 
grieved by it than myself. 

JAMES H. A. BRANSON. 
Ma.roh 2, lSBS. 
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MClf'M 6. 

SPECIAL TELEG;RAMS 
Olnltagong, Marek S . . 

The following resolutions were unanimously carried at a. 
meeting of the European residents held here :-" That in the 
opinion of this meeting the proposed amendment of the Crimi. 
nal Proceduro Code is totally inopportune; that we consider 

, Englishmen alld women ht~ve inherited the right to be tried by 
their own countrymen, and vigorously protest against any 
interference with thiw right." , r-

Sylhet, M((rck 4. 
At a meeting held here to-day the ' nOll-offioial Europeans 

of North Sylhet protested I1.gainst the new Bill for the Amend. 
ment of the Criminal Procedure Code. The Volunteers '\>till' 
resign to a Il:lan if the Bill be passed. 

~rhe ·Sta:lesman of March Brd tries to minimise, the effect of 
the Times' article on tbe Criminal Procedure Bill b, alleging I 
that the IJIimes' Calcutta leader wi'iter llad been misled as to 
tho purport of the Bill by tIle Calcutta t.elegram, and that he 
imagined that the Bill proposed to take away the resel'vatiou 
of graver oases to the High Court. 

We find, however, that the St. James'8 Garette of the 7th Feb. 
ruary was not so misled, and that the telegram was not ca.l. 
culated to convey the erroneous opinion suggested. 

We find in ~he St. Jame8's Gazette thO' following passage:­
"The Bill, as we understand the telegram in the Time. 

(which is 10 far our only SOUTce of information on the subject), 
does not propose 'to enlarge the jurisdiction of the Sessions 
Judges, or to t ke away the right of Europeans to irial by a. 
Jury at the High ~l' 9hief Courts in all classes in which a. 
conviction would presumably be followed by more than a year's 
imprisonment, that is to say, in all serious cases." 

IT may ha.ve been a. source of surprise to ma.ny of our read. 
era tha.t, while the question of the propriety of Eur~l?eaDs and 
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Eurasia.ns continuing, uuder existing circumsta~ces, to st:.pport 
a hostile Government by bearing arms as V ol1111teers is being 
widely discussed in Cl1lcutta, and while Lhe vlLrious local corps 
throughout the country are 1)l1s3ing form",l rcsolqt,ions to lay 
down their arm in ca.se of the Government p r ' Ling in its 
presen t extraorui nary policy, we have neither our3e1 ves expre3sl!d 
any Dpiniol1 a ' to the course those c !leerned should pursue in 
the matter. 

In preserving silen(!(;l on so im;,>ol't1ut a question we ha.vo 
beeu inaucncel by two c nsilemtions. In the liL'st plaoe, lve 
are oJ: opinion that while l'y member o( a Volu nLeer 
corps pos~ .. c;s pel'feot liberty to roasign !liil meL'lbel'~hip, when. 
ever he pleo:sos, provided he complies with the terms of his 
engagement, it is an inrract.i n of discipline for volunteers 
as such, to discuss in meeting tae question of htying down 
their arms, In the second pi bC) we are oonvinced that the time 
hos not yet oome fol' l1l'l'iving' at any uccision in a ql>'estiou Lhe 
bCl~rings of which depen.d largely on the future oo urse uf ovellts, 

There are rea.sons why we thillk Lh.1t it woultl ue not 
m rely an imprudent, but a suicid.11 oourse for the A uglo­
InJian and Bura iMi community at the ~resent moment 
to · ta.ke such a stOj) al that contemplated. ' It !leems to 
us that, if there i~ mucu in 'tue aspect of the times to 
mise in the minds of I.h members of the val'ious Voluu­
teel' Corps the question wheth6r they should resign, there 
is more to mise iIi, the b"e~sL of every Europoan and. 
Eurasian in the country the quesLion whether he should 
noL at once get bimself enl'olloll as a member of SOlue such 
Corps, 

In the fil'st pirl.Ct , we believe that, wba.tever strength the 
apposition to Mr, llbert's.Bill mi'gltt at 'present gain frolll the 
contem plateel resignaLion of the Volunteers en rW:t8se, it would 
ga.in a hundred-fold :1.S much strength, if iLs introJijcti~n were 
made the signal for trebling tho exisLing number of Volunteers 
throughout India:, For sueh a movement wuuld testify, in a 
fa.r more marked way than l'esignl~Lion, to the keen Bense euter. 
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'tained by the community of the danger of the polioy of wbi¢h 
the Bill forms a part. 

We must look beyond the immediate crisis to see' 
• tho question in its true ben,rings. There are contingen. 

cies, some of them not., perhaps, v:3ry remote, in which not only 
tllO strength, but the' very existence, of the European and 
Eurasian community in India would depend upon th'eir means 
of organised action for their own defence. Not only is it the 
deClared im of' the. RaJiCf~l pa,rtv ' to prepare I,ndia to 
govern itself, but the cha ~ es which, ono aftor another, it 
is thrusting on thq, countt') ttke it II. matter of uncertain. 
ty how soon it may cl~oOSQ to consider things ripe for thl1t con· 
summation. We will not enter into all the possible conse. 
quences that would follow such a step. One of. its consequences, 
however, we may predict with certainty. It ~ould brrng the 
European and Eurasian cOlumunity in India face to face with 
the altern~tive of abandoning the CQuntry, or ruling' it. 

Now, if the Englishmen ar~ still what they lately were, wE! 
ilave no ltesitation in saying th·at., b tween ·these two alterno.­
tives, they ,,,"ould choose the la.Her. 'rhe Britisl! Govermueht 
may be false enongh to its duty to surrender its post here as the 
guardid.n of British in terests, but in tha,t case Europeans in Indillo 
a.re noll going to be so fals~ to themselves and to their 'Eurasian 
kindred here, as to 'scuttle out of the country without a struggle 
to preserve the stak~ they have in it, and sav.e 'from destruction 
those Ohristians wvo cannot leave it. If we are right in this 
view; it is the duty of every European, every dOJ1)ieiled Anglo~ 
Indian n.nd eVllry Eurn.sian, t.o be p~epared beforehand to aot 
with effect in. such an emergency, In order that he may be so 
prepared, org<buisatio,l is necessary; of slloh organisation the 
npower of aoting together must be Olle of the chief aims, and 
othinJ contr: ')Jt01 so Ill) Jh to pilat power as~tho-dl'm an d 
disoipline pl'oclll'able in Volunteer Oorps. 

To the Volunteers, therefore, we would fil1y:-U,eservc YOLl r 
Mtion in this ma~lel' "foil the lust l'eso~' t o.nd ~vel'~ acCCSlljOll it> 
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your strength in the interim will add so much to the ef!ect (\f 
your final decision. 

The following has been sent to us for pUQIication :-
8erajgunge, 28th Feb ~, 1888. 

From-A. W. MaoDonell, Esq., Sero.jgunge, 
To -The Honourable Robert Miller, President, Bengal 'Chamber of 

Commerce, Calcutta. 
DUB Sl.,-In aocordo.nce with the third reselutien pas&ed at a 

larlte1yattended meeting .of Eurepeans held here yesterda1 el'8niD.g. 
I have new to hand yeu the unanimeus pretest then entered against 14r. 
Ilbert'a prepesed amendment te the C~minal Precedure Cede andhave 
to request that it may be incorporated with yeuT .own memerial te Ge.,. 
emment en the subject. 
. I may add that the feuling ag~inst Mr. Ubert's Bill is exceedin&,ly 
atrong, and that the Eurepeans here are prepared te offer everyeppeai. 
tion to i , and tesuppert the actien .of the Bengal Chamber .of Cemmerce­
or anyllo8lJooiatien which m:ay be fermed te pretect .our highly prized 
ri~~. 0 

I am, dear Sir. yeur faithfully, 
A. W. M.&CDeNJ:LL. 

At a meeting .of Eurepeans held at the Big Heuse, Serajirunge, en 
the 27th February 1883, it was :-

1. Prepesed by Mr. Charles G. Ridge, 
Secended by Mr. Jehn Ogilvie, and carried unanimou,sly.­
That Mr. A. W. MaoDenell take the Chair. 
S,' Prepesed by Mr. S. Go'Wan, 
Secended by Mr. John Ogilvie, and carried unanimeusly,-
Tha.t this .meeting strongly pretest Itgainst the privilege hitberto 

extended to Eurepean8 in the Mefussil . beiug withdrawn, 11.1 )ll'epOl8d 
in Mr. Ilbert'a Criminal Precedure Cede Amendm.ent Bill. Iu a dil. 
trict like this, where there is .only a handful .of Eurepeans, it i. oon. 
lidered specially dangerous, and likely te be mest prejudicial te the "el. 
fare .of the Eurepean oommercial community, and te tho business of 

the place. 
3. Prepesed by Mr. R. C. Denaldsen, 
Seconded by Mr. ltobert Leighton, and cat'ried unanimol\sly,­
That the Chairluau be asked to place these view. befere the Pre.i. 

dent of the Bengal C~o.mb~r .of Cemmerce, with the request that the, 
may be embod~ed- in 01' a.dd te, the memoria.l te Gevernment on thll 
lubj.l3ct new baing prepared by the Committee .of tha.t Cha.mber. 
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A. W. Macdonell, S. Gowan, Charles Ridge, Watti H. H enny, .r. 
. Jeffroy, C. Vaughan, George R. Ste I, William Mollison, ~obe1't 

Doualdson, John Ogilvie, J. Br,Yce, Robert W. Hutohison, A. M. Ha~­
nah, T. D. Syriot, Ja1Ues C. Robertson, William Daniel, David Scott, 
James Camppell, Robert Leighton, Willia1U Forest. James H. Niekely, 
W. E. Lemon, Oommander 8. S. Scinde, R. Hutohison, E. J. Angnrie, 
P. Hill, Cuthbert MacDonell, Charles E. Noy s. Mo.ater S. S. JolmJacob, 
William E. Elder, Francis Hattey, E. Gri £fs, C. E. E. G. Rodrigut)8, 
J. Rodgers. H. Whitworth, T. R, Elsey, W. Hodgart, R. A. Hilton, W. 
Johnson, 1. G. S. N. Co., Ld. . ' 

Prooeedings of an Extraordinary Gcneral Meeting of the Indian 
Tea Association and tho:General Pu 0 of Soutll Luokhimpur, held at 
the Dibrugargh Club on the 21st J!' hrnary 1883 :-:-

Presont.-Chairman, C. Hill, H. G. Ha.ll, H. E. S. Hannay, 'f. 
S. M: Riach. A. L. Laing, Geo/.'ge Pain, Ja.e. Rohinson, Dr. D. O'Brien, 

. C. Morglln, A G. Hall, G. Grant, J. G. Hulburnt·Burt, Tom Pa.lmer, A. 
W. Madden, T . J. S. Blaok, F. Loch. A. C. Sweeting. S. Mainwairing, 
F . C. Moran, T. E. Hulbert, P. E. Maogregor, R. Cavendish, A. Rowe, 
Scott Campb:l'I., H. Macnish. T. J. Ede, C. E. Strangways, A. Want, W. 
J. Wheatly, A. D. Stuart, Robt. Piel'oe, A. W. B. Kirwan, B. Anderson, 
Proxies: A. Yf. Halker, W. Little, C. Sharpe, John ButUer, J. W. 
Jones, Ja.mes Board Burn, William Jones, John Deviue, F. McKoown. 
John Leunins, J. M. Rayson, Uriah Tailor, E. A. ' D'Cruz, J. Toogood 
A. R. Arthur, Do.ail Holmes, E. i. Edwards. W. E. Higginson. C. 
Derabeohi, H. Bone, W. L. Quare, G. W. Sutton, J. C. Coutts, Tom 
Elllot, C. Sheppherd, J . C. Horne, A. B. Holmes, B. Shellswell, 
H . L. Tottenham, H. W. Stevenson, Gerald Fitzgera.ld, A. Weddle, 
W.J. Edwards. W. Broughton Chambers. R. Weddle, J. C. Coalr, R 

alker, F. R. ayne, W. Shaw, T. J Shaw, E. H. Swinly, W. Gail', 
J. M. Wood, C. LindeBay, J. Robinson, J. Alston. 

After Mr. Hill had read the telegram from tbe Secretary of tbe 
Indic.n Tea Association, on reoeipt of which the meeting was <;alled, and 
having read several extracts from the 1!!ngliBhman and explained the 
o.ject of the meeting, it wa.e proposed by Mr. Sweeting. and seconded by 
Mr. Moran. tha.t tbis meeting individually protest against the most an­
cient privilege of a Briton being sacrificed merely for a political 
sentiment, and are strongly c'.lDvinced that, llspacially in Assam, which 
dift,lrs greatly from other parts of India, bot~ in being so isolated from 
the influence of publio opinion, owing overy thing to European enter­
prise and oapital, such legislation as proposed will not only vitally in­
jure, existing European interesta, but by debarring furture capitalists 
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Gnd alienating existing ones, wiJI stop the progress of the pronllce, 
is even now aggravating, and will certa-inly revive, that antagonism 
friction of racell which has of late years rema-ined dorma.nt. 

(Sd.) C. HILL, Chairman. 

H. E. S. HANN Y Hony,·. ~~. 

l'ebnA4"Y 26. 

On the 14th inRtant, at the general meeting of t he Tea Association 
Committee of Cachar, it was unanimously resolved that the Calcntta 
Committee of the Tea Association be askpd to make represpntations to 
the Government on the subject of ?roposed amendments of tJ!e Criminal 
Pr(\cedure Code, and also that th~Y prepare a t;;cmorial on the subjeet­
and send it to Uachar for general signature. Before this could be dODe 
up comes Kubber from Calcutta that the Bill is coming on for di.cnsslon, 
and that if tea.planters wanted to give an expression to their opinions 
they must do so, a,nd that quickly. Tho Secretary of the Tf!& Anoci&.­
tien then wired that the discu ssion had been put off for a weelr, a.nd the 
telegram, fortunately for the planters, came at a time wben it was poI­

siule to hold a meeting, fairly representative, considerfn[t the shortness 
of notice, but which would bave been quadrupled bad there been Litue 
to send out noticll. It so happened that Govcrumcut had called a meet­
ing of the members selected for the Local Self.Governm·~nt Board for 
the 24th instant to consider some points with regard to carrying out the 
mode of elect,ion for future Boards, so that on \ha.t account there W88 

a fair sprinkling of planters in the station, although of course the out­
lying districts were not represented. The proceeeingil resultated as 
below,-

1st. It was most vigorously and unanimously resolved at this 
meeting that we protest, in the strone,est t erms, against Mr. llbert's 
propl1scd amendments of the Criminal Procedure Code; and that the 
protest be wired to the Secretary, Calcutt.n. Tea Association, to be laid 
before tbe Viceroy's Council. 

2nd. That this meeting very greatly regretted that there 1I'as 
no time to get together the whole of the Europea.n community, 
and strongly protested against the action of Government for not having 
given time for the full discussion of such an important . alteration in 
the Criminal Procedure Code which so vitally affected all European 
lJritish subjects living in the mofussil. With a vote of tba.nka to the 
Chairman, the meeLing separated. 

(Sd.) W. AITeREloN, CXJ.IJUI.ur. 
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Preulll :-D. Stewart Ma.ctntosh, T. H . Lawrie, Dr. McLauglin, 
. E. Pickford. E. :Livermore, A. St'lwart; E. F. Skinner, W. J. Balfour, 

~. J. Preston, H. E. Sanderson, F. ROSIl Jones, 1': J. Macdonald, A.. 
Milnl3, R . B. Doa.ke, E. PI3a.rce, C. M.enzilis. J. D. Ja.ckson, E. C. 
Showers, W . Aitcheson, H. Wer, W. L. Cla.rk, C. W. Griffiths, R. H. 
Farquha.r, John Stirton, J. 0-. Bonhill, A. A. L A.nderson, Dr. Duniiee, 
Dr. Faussel, l. 1.. L. L. M-orison,. C. Wilson, J. SChllllalt. 

TO' TB1IlltlGlIT'HON"'BL Tllll VIClitROY AND GOVERNOR· G'ENPJRAL 011' 

INDIA. IN"fJOUNOIL, 

The hmnbl'e memQrial of the undersigned Anglo-rndian and Ell. 
rQpean .British sUDje~ts resIding at Allahabad in Upper India. 

Sheweth,-That oU{' Memori ists have learnt with surprise and 
alarm that a Bill ha.s been introduced into the Legislative Council of 
India. bavin'g or' its obj~ct the conforring, for the firSt time in tho his· 
tory of India, npon Natives of India, of crimina.l jurisdiction ovec En. 
ropean British subjects reaidin'g in the Mofnssil, 

2. Your- Memoriaiists have also learnt with surprise that the 
Govemm'ent of India has given 1ts sanction to this iDllovation in the 
law of India "without being subjected to the slightest pressure proceod. 
ing from the NativeII' of India;: that it has of itself, thus raised this 
grave qUtlstjon of race antagonism, and' that it bases its actioD principal. 
lyon the ground that a large proportion of COl"cD/l,nted Oivflia.ns-i. e., 
Lieutenant.G'overnorlf, Commissioners, and other salaried uill"ial" who 
have little or no stake, in the permaneDce of British rule ju India. (and 
who can have very few more- years to reside in India), after being 
informed of the- 6'overnor·Gener .. I's opinion of the measure, bave 
expressed themselves to be in favor of the same. 

If • . Your Memorialists fllt'ther notice with regret that the Govern. 
ment of India entirely failett to seek for any e;a:pression of opinion regardg 
iog this mea.sure from either those European , British subjects residin· 
premanentJy in the Molussil, wllOse lives and fortunes depend on tho 
security of life and -property in the Mofussll-the persons likely to be 
Jl.ft'ected in their personal safety by r"E'aSUres of this kind-or the great 
body of h"ng1isli marchants, planters, traders and others, hoth in Eng. 
land pu'>'n this country, being those who are likely to suffer by depre-
ci'" Ie value of the ir property. 

4. Though yonr Memorialists are a.s strongly imprcBBcd as any oue 
ca.n be of the desirability of ez-tcnding ' the principle of equality in the 
ju.dioial administration of India. where it can be done with safety and 
without <listurbance, yet oonsidering tbe disPl'opol'tion in numbers ot 
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Natives and Europeaus in India, espeoially of Europeaus residing in the 
Mofussil (about 1 to 6,000 Natives), youl:" Memorialists are a. strongl,. 
persuaded that the principle of equality is not applicable in the preat'nt 
state of India, and that Natives, especially those in the Mohuil, 
are unpl:"epared for and will entirely misunderstand and misapprehend 
the announcement that Europeans are now by law liabl be p'JuiJlhed 
by the Na.tive Magistracy. 

6. Your Memorialists.are also strongly convinced that no obange 
in the law is necessary or expedient, and they most earnestly deprecate 
any further attempts on the part of those 'Europeans in India, whose 
power is great, but whose presence is temporary and not permanent to 
encourage the Datives of India to agitate for positions in the adminie­
tratioll and Government of India oDp.the principle of equality, wbile the 
following indisputable facts exist, n'a'.me1y : _ 

(a.) The Natives of India are admitMdly subject ' races, bearinlr 
the greatest enmity anll animosity towards each other, dependant 
on EuroPNLD soldiers to keep the peace, and except an insignificant 
number of individuals in the presidency towns (who owe everything to­
compulsory education and oontract with Europeans), are wholly unlit. 
for independenoe. 

(b.)-They have unquestionably more of liberty, peace and protec­
tion than any other people in the world wflo are subject to foreign 
domination. • 

(c.) They already stand equal before the law; subject to the 
Bame Penal and Civil Codes as the dominant race. -

(d.) They have the benefit of personal laws to a greater extent 
tban Europeans-Nat.ives of rank and women being exempted from 
attendance in courts of justice. 

(e.)-The number of Europeans in India are oompartively so small 
that to admit and enforce the principle of equality without reservation 
and without considerations of race or feeling in every department wvuld 
reduce British power in India to a cypher, and make the British occupa. 
tion of India unmaintainable, and eventually produce the same state of 
anarchy and disorder that prevailed before its conquest by the British. 

(f.)-The principle of equality has no application among the Natives 
themselves, as their domestic and social institutions ~rove. 

6. Your Memorialists further submit that witj:! many indications 
preaent in the minds of the people of India, namely :-

(a.) Of their acknowledged unfitness for independence or self­
. government; 
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(b.) Of their (with few exceptions) acknowledged untltne88 to exer· 
cille jurisdiction over the liberty and lives of even their own fellow. 
countrymen; 

(c.) Of the necessity for exoluding them from exercising any 
power except under proper safegua.rds ; 

(d.) Of the necessity for excluding them from appointments in tbe 
Army, and taking part in the defence of their oountry agai.nst disturbors 
of the P~x Britt8nica ; t v pl:opoao to grant them theprinoiple of equality 
to the extent (If permittrn'g them to sit in j udgrnent upon members of 
the dominant race seems to your lI emormlists, r esiding in the Mofussil, 
an unnecessa.ry and dangerous innovation, which for {Dany generations 
to come your Memorialis t s (speak,~g on behalf of their ,!ives and chilo 
dren) will never calm~ acquiesce in or submit to. 

7. Your Memoriallists unhesitatingly avertbatBhouldthis Bill pus 
(wbich has already been sp.oken of by the Native papers as an instal. 
ment of what is t o follow) , thero will be no adequate security or safety . 
for your Memorialists and European residents in the Mofussil, and the 
presQnt peaceful state of India will on the punishment of the European 
by a N ativ~: be' liable to disturbance of such a character as, if once set. 
on foot will produce greater anarc~y 'and aisorder than has been known 
in India fOI; centuries. 

8. Your Memorialillts would further observe that they per.lsive in 
this Bill, in which the principle of equality is affirmed, the prelude to 
others of a simi~ar character oalculated to destroy British interests in, 
and excludQ Europeans from, Mofussil India. That if ,Buch is the ulti. 
mate aim and polioy of tbe Qov;ernment of India, your Memorialists 
submit that t,he same should be boldly annou~oed and notified to your 

' Memorialists and the thousands;of Eu!"opeans entering into and settling 
in the country. 

Your Memorialists therefore pray-

1. That he may be heard by Counsel against the passing of this 

Bill. 

2. That tbe Bill may be thrown out. 

S. That the Bill, if passed, may be limited to Bengal, or places 
where residents will have the protection of European public opinion 
and tbe Prese. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray. 
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J)a~~ J.'JlB OF Pumr. 1 . 
28-2-82 C. J. Groom . 

H. J. C. '!'umer Tenoroflet~r or telegram. . 
H. D. Cartwright Unable to attend I,he meetin$.. hut d"e!'ire that 
D. M. Berosford their protest be recorded ngaUlst the propoaed 
H. J. Lat~y amendment of ~he Criminul Procedure (;ode. 
J . M. Anderson J 
Messnl. Grindlay &. 
Co. 

Caloutta.. Writin! to tile Secretary, Indian Tea AlI8eeia-
22·2·82 H. Dell, tion, informs bim that be bad called a D1eetin~ 

Gaubat.. of tbe Europellll Community in tbe district, ut 
• p. L. & Telegram, which 10 gentlemen at~nded, reJll'eeenting moPe 

d. 22ud iust.. than 2·3rds of the Europeau community when 
it Wtll! rosolved tuat .. the meeting strongly_ pro­
te~ts Itguinst anypoW81' being given to any Native 
Magistrate by which he would be empowered to 
enquire ill or try any charge against II Euro-
pean Dritisn subjeet, and-daims· olass legi81ation 
for Europeans." 

22-2-88 Prooeedings or a 
meeting of tho J~u­
l'opeaus in t 11 e 
Lusbkerporo Dis­
trict,held at Chand· 
pore on 22nd 
Feb., 1883, protest­
ing as.ainet. Bill. 
S.l>. J.Hay, Oh&ir· 
man. 
Wm. Meldrum, 
Hony. Seey. 
p. IJ. d. 22nd Feb. 
& '1'., d. 23'rd Feb. 

21·2-83 r roo e e din g 8 of 
meetiugofresidents 
h~ld at Lonhuh· 
cherTa Oll 21st Feb­
r u a r y, _protesting 
agaIn t Bill. 

20-2-83 O .• r. Bell, 
Silcbar. 

24-2·83 Charles J . Dell, 
Silchar. 

Belll'l\ 8 signatures. The meoting consideP8d • 
thut depriving Europea,n! of' their privileges as 
propoeed would nllt be an act of justice ~ the 
Native Civil Service, but of pa,ndering to their 
prejudices. Some mny be capable Judge, but 
adjudicattlle given to the on& principle demands 
that it should be givon toall,ltnd tb18 would ul· 
timately be dem&nded. IsoTated j\1 0 fu S 6 i I 
Courta olfel' no SOOU!'ity tb'Lt an injlllltice migbt 
not be perpetruted. The feelings of those to be 
;judged should be more worthy of con&ideration 
than those of the J udga. '1'ho propoSlloI is calcu­
lated to increase rather than decrea8e race ani­
mosities. 'felegram sent to this elfeot. 

Henrs 15 signlltu res. 
ReqnestP.o Secretary, In~an Tea.A soemtion. 

to oDwr vigorous protest against the amondmen'. 

TeTographing to the Seoretary, Indian Tea As­
sociation, states, th!\t it wtll! Jlroposed at a full 
and iufiuenctial Committee of Tea Assooiation, 
hold 18tl1aod carried, that tbe Cal8utta Cent­
mittae, Tea Aasooiatioll, be asked to make re­
prosentation to Government on the subj_oot of the 
proposed amendment to tho Criminal Procedure 
Code. Alao to ask the Commit~e to prepare a 
memorial on the subjoot for general signature 
hore. ' ' 

Telographedtothe Seeretary, IndIan Tea As­
sooiation, that at a meeting of Pla.n~f8 held in 
Silohar on 24th, it WtII! most vi$orously and un­
animously resolved to pro t, ill strongest tel'lllll 
against the proposod amendment, and that the 
protest be telcgra}lbed to tho Indian Tea Al!8o­
ciatior! to be Illid before Vineroy's Council. 
Strongly I)ro~sted ag-olil'lst action of Government 
in 1I0t having given time for full dibtlll~8ioll of 
lIuch importJmt al~mtion in Code which tiO 
vitnlly affect.! all European Dritish subjeetj! iu 
the Moffusil. 
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22-2-~3 W.]~. Dowling, 
Cllitt.agong. 

21·2·88 ecy., owgong Tea 
As 'ocill tioll. 

22·2·83 Hony. oy.,. 
ylllet 'I'ea Moon. 

22-2-8.'\ ITony. coy., 'I'cz­
pur '[('Il Planters A "8(1-

eiation. 
21·2·83 U. E . HAnnay, 

DibruF\uh. 

22·2·83 Jobn Phillips, 
S Ilr 

22.2-83 Secretari ~ Dish­
"Rth 'I'ea Planters 
Association. 

22-2-83 

28-2·83 

27-9-83 

28-2·83 

W. M. Lawrie, 
Jorhat. 
B. B. Pringle. 
Badulipur. 

Brownlow. 
()hittagong. 
P . C. Nal. 
Dum-Dum. 

Europ<'1ln ommnnity umnimoUllly (lOndemn 
comt~mplllted Ilmeudmcllt of . 1'. '. l\fofll)ll1il 
r idt'Tlb< al' pari irul rly alann ut fhi tlu'ea­
tenrollttempt on tilei r liberty. 
'l'el gr:tpb. that EuropualJs ItlllmimoU!! in st ng 

condemullLion of IIbert's mnendment. 
'l'elegruphs that: 1': lIl'opcn.o ommunity nn-

animou.ly prete t l\fR}in~t pro lilmlondrilO'lt. 
T I grnphs t1mt: This Al!Soclatiol) lInal)imou~ly 

pro t Ag'linstthe pa.sl!ing of th DiU n1lowillg n,.­
ti ves to IllLvo POW r to try and illlpriRonEuropClln~. 

'l'elcgrnphA til; t: At /l meeting held nt whioh 
90 were present, tb foUowing re lu ,1011, werll 
)Jrop sed lind carried unanimou Iy. thAt thi~ 
me('ting imlign8.0tlyprotests against th 010, I. 
un ient privileso of a Briton being Hnc:'ri6C('d ror 
a politiClllsont,lment· is stl'Onlllyconvino d thllt, 
e.-l)(,Oilllly ill AS/oflrn. whioh dlfl'ers In uUy fl'olU 
'(It leI' llurts of India In boing ~o i80lntOO from the 
iliOn be ofplIblio opinion, alld owing everything 
t Enropcan nt rpri nnd oar.i!.'ll, slioh 1 ~i~ln­
tion ]Jroposcd willlJot only Vitally iujure e irt­
iog Europoan illtl'r ts, but, by debarring future 
~npiooli~ts, and alienating ex! ting one, wm ~top 
the prol;ress of tho province. IlIld is ven now 
aggravatmg, will certainly revivetbllt nnt.'lgolli~lU 
and friotion of rae which of late years had re­
mAined dormant. 

Telegraphs: All Plaoters in thi distriot pro­
teAt Rguin~t amendm nt for whioh no suffiCIent 
groundR are given. 

'I'eJe",rnphs; 'I'hl~t the Rll1endment of the Cri­
minAl Proo dure Code would be: hr noh or 
confid nCIl en pari of Governm nt, und would 
mnko po itioD uf 'I'M Plcllnters unten"ble. 

'l'ele~rnphs: Unauitnou prote t by JOl'hat 
Committee. 

Telegraphs' Re knows that tho European 
commnnity is unanimolls agllinAt giving pow-r 
to natives to trY Europouns. Has had llO time 
to Ollila me ting. 

Telegrapbs i . Gwilt and bimsel! esrn tly pro-
test against Jloert's amendment. 

" Unav(1~dably dptained ; entire sympathy wiih 
I the meetmg. 

27-2-83 Ellropean 
Communi y. 
Khllgoul. 
Dinapore 
Railwa.y. 

l Over 100 Jilurop,cans emphAtically pro~st 
IIgn.inst llbert's Bill aud ~uprort your netio". 
~ We considor it a violation 0 all nationw. and J heredi ln.ry righte. 

28-2-83 C. G. D, Delts. 
2ltw ell t. 

28-2-s., W. C. ~adg~ 
ecreta.ry, .r;ura­
ian Rnd Ang\')-

lndian Ab8OCill-
tion. 

Giving his exporienoe of 35 YIllIr8 in Iodi as 
Trnnslll r and Interpret r of lute llpreme 
Court, Mugistrate, JustiO!' or the J'Nwe. Zemin­
dar and fndian Planler. ays it will bo terrible 
day for India when tho C. P. O. Amendment 
Bi11 i pn.ssed. 
Expre'~ strong symp:ltby with the objectf' 

the mootin~, ;1nd tlHI willingne, ot the Bourd LO 
co-oper.1te hy nlllllwful menn in OPPO iug Uill . 

A~sociation iutend to preseut a memorial to 
Goverument of India. 



Tht"g~:· 

18-1-83 T. p. Lu1l:e, 1 . 
J)uncan GUide 
W, Zoachim Cannot be present at mectin~. but ",ilb their 
Goo. TolWllunt ~na'''88 included in protest aga\Dst M.r. lIbert's 
J. F. ~I.lor I Bill. 
Supr Mills, 
C088ipore. J . 

16-z.sa Proceedings of 
meetinll:of Planters 
and Volunteers, 
held at Garidure 
on 26th Feb., pro­
telting against the 
Bill. 

17·1-83 n. Hilbert and 
so more Europeans 
whose names he 
does not give. No 
place mentioned. 

17·1-88 H. n. Thompson, 
Bankipore. 

E. Morris, 
Oaloutta. 

Bears 55 signatuTIl!I. 
Re!!olved, mno!l.8 other tbin8!'i that, should the 
Bill be passed, Volunteers will a.y dow]} arms. 

Protests against infamous prO"--eedingN of 
Government !lnd thei r doinl!ll: -States di8gu~t 
and indi~nntion at the oowardly poli(,'1 which 
placcs natives in nil t,he PORts and posItions of 
trUllt, to the, prejudioe of the European. 18 a 
Voluntee~ >and should tll~ .Dill p he and tho 
whole of his company win r sign to a llllln. 

Had he time, could get his letter signed by 
1,000 Europeans. • 
Handing a letter to the Chrairrnan or the 

Calcutta meeting, which says that at Bnokipore 
(Plltnn) and in the adjacent staf iCin of Di naporo, 
Patna and Arrah, the irritlltion is not Ie ' thnn 
in Caloutta at the propoMI to saorifioe Europeans 
to lIain the approval eF the nativps. Is ready to 
d vote means, energies and timetopro1'loteuniOll 
among our oountrymen te oppose the Goverll' 
mont mea~ure. .<l letter toefl worth nad4"y. 
){eady to send. Re.)O immediately by ohpque 
and oollect tlnd selld more. Ea. i1J4l,t "ad to 
advise a yndiol\te at homo, purposing to inve~t 
Iht InkhR lD permanent works iu the cOllntry, 
that it would be prudent to awnit further advice 
before embnrking in the underlliking. 

ltegret he oounot be present at meeting, but. 
will I(ladly support any measures that may be 
adopted to oppo e Mr. IIbert's Bill. 

TO Tlilll lIIDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN. 

SIR,-May I be allowed to suggest to our experienced legislators 
that, if they are anxious to make now laws, they might experiment 
upon the native popUlation first., and see the effect. The-cry is " India 
for the Indiana"-so let it be; let native Magistrates be appoint d 1,0 

bear and decide all native oases. I venture to &9sert that the outcry of 
the 'Yictims would not be long in mn.king itself heard. 

EU,ROPEAN BRITISH SUBJECT. 
March 2, 1883. 

TO THlil lIIDTTOR or TJlIII ENGLISHMAN. 

Sm,-I was very glad to see Mr. Branson's lebtor this morn. 
ing. As it was written in reply to mine, J oannot but acknowledge it. 
It should at once remoN any of that ill.feeling which his remarlfa at 
the meeting tended to give rise to. 
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I feel oonvinced that the whole oommunity, both, native and EqfOoi\ 
pean, will appreoiate' tbe spirit in which it baa been written. 

JOHN CROFT. 
9, Clive Street, Caloutta, Maroh S 188S. 

TO TRII EDITOR OF THII IIiNGLISHMA.'N. 

Sm,-The indignation ~eeting on Wednesday last was the most 
marvellous spect.aole which it baa ever. falle~ to my lot to behold. That! 
lurging mass of passionately resol,,'od faces, oonvulsed with enthusiastio 
wrath under the in:6.uence of an intolerable wrong, formed n politioa.l 
drama.in aotion, unsurpassed in grandeur, r will venture to say, by any 
event within the exper~enoe of livi Englishmen. 

. I have taken a personal part in many political mov ments in 
Engla.nd, and have even joined in oanvassing an Irish co y under 
oonditions of intense sooial exoitement; but the expressions of emotions 
on one aodaUof these ocoasions were dwarfed into oomplete insigni­
fioance in comparison with the terrible earnestness exhibited on that day, 
Had it not been for the splendid mrmner in which the meeting was kept 
in hand, nothing would bave restrainod its members from marching to 
Government House to make a rllpresentMion of their wrongs to the 
Viceroy peuonally. Not a single European policeman would have 
interfered. Hau the Government attempted to Ob9Lcuct. the movoment, 
it would have been driven to the dllngp.rous alternative of eith )) calling 
out British soldiers, whose sympathies in this matter would have be",n 
entirely in accord with those of their fellow countrymen and 
eo.religionists, and who would in aU pl'obability hnve fraternised 
with the m(>mbers of the meeting, 01' else the Governmont. would 
have been forced to the terriLle exp l'iment of seeking the assistance of 
native troops. If a single drop ofEul'opean blood had been shed under 
these circlUDstances, it would havo inevitably led to nn internecine 
struggle in every cantonmout in India., . Heaven help an English Vice· 
roy and his admirers if they 8boul~ ever be called upon to answer at the 
bar of public opinion in }lns-land for a. !Jingle drop of English hloodshed 
in such a ca.useas this. For tho present, however, we may congratulate 
ourselves, and it is a matter for the most Bincere congra.tulation, that 
this da.ngerous crisis has passed away, 

Hilt the feeling of passionate burning is as intense as ever, and may at 
any moment take a form of expression most dangerous to the peace and 
interests of the country. Ny daily experience brings me into contact 
with all classes' of Europeans, and I solemnly state that I haore nepor 
seen a.ny holy of men so sternly determined to resist, to the utmo.t of 



their ability, what they consider an irreparabln w.rong. A. great politi. 
cal oharacter in England, when prosecut d by the Government for the 
third tirbeafter having been twice acquitted uy an English Jury, com· 
menced his address to the Jury in these word :-Gc tIe men of the 
Jury,-Experionce mr.Jccth wise mon wiser, but not,bing ca.n alt r fools." 
A.pplying these words in all courtes y, and of courae in 11. strictly po1i~i­
cal and inoffensiv sense, I would most earnestly urge :the members of 
the Government to avoid the shade of a shA.dow of a possi::'ility (If bving 
included, howover unjustly, in this political cate~ory, and whilst there 
is yet time, implore them to retire from this dang rous and impolitic 
measure. The emphatio abhorrence of the Bill rests not so much on 
the provisions of the present bill, £) upon the aQaolute cettILinty if it bA 
allowed to pass into ll1.w, of a continuanoe bf the same line of policy in 
the future, and the consequent absolute ruin of the country. 

A. WELL·WISHER OF THE STA.'rE. 
Ma.rch 5, 1 3. 

TO THE EDITOR Oli' THJ!l ENOLISHMAN. .", 

Sm,- Kindly allow me to explain tlJllt my allusion to ]'renchmen 
and Spaniards was not meant to dispal'a~e 'tliem at all, and that 1 was 
awo.re befol' the meting that at le~t one 'b'l'encIJ b'ontleufun thorough. 
ly sympathised with the objects of it. 

What i wished to expr ss wti.s this, that in l'uling subject races the 
French and Spanish are able to amalgamate and sympaLhisowith the 
conquered,and even to become, as it were, one with them. 'l'he case of 
A.lsace is a striking instance of this, where the Germans were made to 

become enthusiastic adherents of France against their own countrymen. 
The English do not seem capable of this; where they rule they must 
l'ule in a masterful, though kind and just manner. 

I may add that I got tlle id a from a Frenchman, and thia. wIth 
the above explanat:on, will I trust, fully xculp~to from all off nee in 

tllis matte~. 
THE SPEAKER. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN. 

Sm.-Will you be so good aa to insort the following letter :-
To the Secretary to the Committee appointed to prepare a memo. 

rial or petition to the Government, &c., from European and Eurasian 
Associations, being the Christian inhabitants of India. 

DEAR SIR,-It appears to my judgm nt that the authorities, in 
dealing with the question forced upon by the Government and raised by 
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the European inhabitRnts and their descendants, compo ing the Chril. 
tian subjects of the Crown in In<iia, havo the following facts before 
them which are ontitled to their consider tion. 

1. That thes subjects of the Crown represtmt the rQal onterprise 
energy and wealth, which ha.vo bee~ devoted to the development of th: 
ma.terial progress of the country, from the day that this country 
cf!ome into BriLish possession. 

2. Th1l.~ the Eng1ish speaking aborigines in the conntry are 
J'eproacnted by official a.nd non-official natives. 

3. Tha.t the educa.tion they p ossoss, whatever its extenL is what 
they ha.ve dorived'by the necessity under which they were placed to 
t:ender themselves useful to the dominant race and the Oovet:nment, in 
order to gain a1ivcli ood throug! 'ts instrumentality, and also by the 
modium of the educational iustitutions placed within theit' reach by the 
Government of the country. . 

4. Tbat these English speaking aborigines have so little passed 
themselves of the principle which characterise the dominant race that 
they have no feeling in common with them, and yet they turn round up­
on the benefactors of Lheir country and demand tbat they emaIl liit ill 
judgment ovel' them and their families in criminal cases. 

6.'1'hat, forthe most parb, tho official portion of the aborigines in 
the servicQ of the Government of this country, though holding 1:L A. and 
other educational degrees, can hardly write i 0 words of English, 

6. That the En~lish speaking abotigines are for the mc.sb part 
apostates from. the religion of their fathers, have in point of faet no 
religion of their own, and are remarkable for the facility w'ith which 
they have picked up the vices of the European races without having 
the least pretensjon to the possession of their virtues. 

7. That in point oUact the problem which has always been before 
the British Government and its representatives in this country to 80lve. 
is the question of self-proteotion of their inherent rights, by the Chris. 
tian British subjects of the Crown and their decondants, as threatened 
by the encroR.chments, arrogance nd a.ssumptions of the English speak. 
ing natives, repl'oscnt'old by the official and non-offici,!,l aborigine. with 
such Uloral an ' religious and educational training as they pllSSe?,s, 

B. 'l'ha.t if it be recognised as a true maxim of political ecconomy 
that the grcateet good of the grea.test number must prevail in all com. 
mUilities, the course of tho BL'itish Government is qllite clear, in thi~ 
question of the domiJ;lant rMe versus the English speaking aboriginee­
the former prepollde~atjDg even numerically and in .n other re.pecta 
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representing the re",l backbone' of the safety of British rule and the 
material advancement and continual progress of the country. 

9. That the question under oonsideration has no element in it tbat 
'Would affeot adversely tbe real interests of tbe luass.es of the u educated 
aborigines of the oountry, if decided in favour of the p otection of the 
inherent rights of the Christian dominant race. . 

10. I have, in 0. short letter which appeared in your columns on the 
16th ultimo I believe, Buggested that the Government of IndiB. should 
endeavour to asoertain the real opinion of thi uneduoated as well as the 
quaat.educo.ted masecs as to whether, either 'in ci vi1:or criminal cases, they 
refer that the adjudication should be entrusted to Europeans and 
Christians or to English speaking natives. 

11. It is nothing hut the fatu~ policy of U;e representatives of 
, the British ~overnment that, for th.e sake of an "idea." uula.wful un· 

statesmanlike and dishonest in itself has pr<>fessedly and loudly pro· 
claimed to,the uneducated masses, through the medium of the quasi. 
educated portion; who in no respect or sense are the real representativea 
of the uneliucated masses, that tho Government intends to shut up 
overy chan!lel of offici",l emp,loYl1lent of the dominant race, in favour of 
the aborigines, that has created ana stirred up au unlawful and dan. 
gerous ambition in the minds of the quasi.educated masses, whlch the 
Government can never practically gratify without endangerurent of the 
Dritish rule. . • 

12. The Govetnment has olearly placed itself in 0. false and dan. 
gerous position, and nothing seems nnw ldt to the dominant race but 
to place the real facts of thc case ill their true colours before the Houses 
bf Parliament, ad that a liew departure ruay be made oli the promlilga. 
tion of a truthful policy from whence all elements of deceit shall be eli. 
minated whereby both uneduca.ted and quasi. educated aborigines ~f 
india.shall know honestly what they have to expect under British B Ie 
iI.B well as the dominant race, who have built up this Empire and con. 
tinue to be its backbone. 

J. W.S. 
:March 8, 188S. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN 

SIR,-Mr. nbert's proposed amendment has filled us unfortunate 
dwellers in the interior with disgust, consternation and alarm, I saw last 
year an extra.ot £rom some native paper iu which it was boasted that 
lome Caloutta. Da os had, what they called, " gone IItraight up" to the 
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Viceroy about the White Act" a.s it wa.s termed, and had extraoted some 
sort of promise that the matter should be looked into. 

A diplomatic answer to tUrn off some interviewer, I thought and 
gave the matter no more attention. 

And now, Sir, comes the awaken.ing. Ah me I ah me! how sad a 
thing to think thatan Englishman's birthright should be sold for suoh a 
miserable mess of potage. 

How sad a thing too tv think that a few Oalcutta Baboos should be 
able to extract from the represent1b.tive of the Queen a promise to take 
a.way from his fellow Englishmen the privilege they most . oherish and 
hold dear, that of being tried by their fellow countrymen and peers In 
race to take away without one wor~ f warning consultation, or even 
decentattempt at obt~lIling an opinion from the Indigo planters, Tea 
planters, Zamindars. Jute growers, contractors and Tradel's of 
Bengal and the North.West Provinces the one thing that holda 
them up among millions of natives who respect thOlll through 
fear and prestige alone which ho.s, I say, excited a universal feeling of 
disgust and alaJ:ID among tbe non.official Engliahmen of India who have, 
and are still, spending millions of capital on the Boil, who employ 
hundr ds of thousands of labourers, to whom the present prosperity of 
Benga.l is in great part owing. We are treated o.s nought, not even 
heard, on a question relnting, to the greatest degree, in regard to our 
fortunes, our:persons, yoa our very lives. 

As yourcorrespondcmt observes, the Act cannot stand here it is. ! 
must extend till every native Tempo.rary Deputy Collector on Ra. 150 
per mensem hilS power to issue a warrant and try the unfortunate Euro. 
peans in his district. 

But why do th~ Raboos want this? No native ever asks for a thing' 
without sOllJcunderlying reason. They do not say that the ci I'ilservice of 
Bengal are biased and deliver unjust verdicts on behalf of their fellow 
countrYDlen. 'L'hejf do not dare to, bu~ they think it all tbe saine. 'rhe 
great reason, is that, however, we, the conquering race, may be 
lowered in native estmation, and they may be correspondingly 
('nlted. Every educated Native is looking forward to the time 
when there w' be n.) Viceroy, no Lieutenant.Governor, no 
Chief Justice. Our rulers are blind. They have ears but they hear 
not, they have eyes but they see not. Ostrich like they bury their 
heads in the sand and think they are protected from the cOJllin~ storm. 

You, Sir, say if the present policy is pursued we must either laave 
the country or become hewers of wood and drawers of water. Sir, a 
!ood dealm ust ha.ppen befove thai; i there are 60,000 l1ola-olioJal ill1&', 



llshmen at present in this country, and our numbers are yearly in. 
creasing. We must and shall be heard. We will not rest content u~til 
we have a voice in the management of our affairs. The army ar~ with 
UB to a man, I say, from every British officer dawn to the humble8t 
private. 

I would urge that a fund be at once formed for the purpose of 
meeting tho preliminary expenses of creating a British League. Let 
a euitable house in the Capital be engaged for the purpose of holding 
the meetings of the League, the Union .Tack to float over tbe building. 
Let the whole of India be parcelled out into elective districts, each 
distriot to return a member to be elected triennially. 

Let a proper aud suitable sal\~y be attached to the office of wam­
bar of tbeLaague. We are all poor mep. out ere, and cannot aff:>rd 
the time and attention unless the office bears a salary 

If only able and energetic men are eleoted, the ,League will soon 
ca.rry with it irresistible authority and influence second only to the 
Coun<:il of India. Some such scheme as this is urgently recluired. I am 
willing to subscribe Re. 1,000 towards preliminary expenses, if only 
my fellow countrymen will oome forward. Let Lord ,'lipon pause. 
Is it deCent, is it proper, to wHness the ~pcctA.cle on one side of natives 
holding meetings to petition for the Viceroy's extension of office, and 
on the other his fellow countrymen holding indignation lueetings and 
pouring out the vials of their wrath on the ~voted heads of himself 
and Mr. llbert P 

The British Lion is roaring with no uncertain voice. 
VIETj ~RMIS. 

Fcb. 28 18SS. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN. 

SIa,-You have rightly directed attention to the nec~ssit;v for 
combined and energetic aotion both here in and England in tbe oreBI,cet of 
the rights of Britishsubjeots as affected hy the proposed law for amen~. 
ingthe Criminal Co.de. Every Englishman in India is stirred to the oore 
and is prepared to defend his rights at the "present time by every means 
in his power. BUb it will Bot be enough merely to fight out bis parti. 
cular question, even if we should win in the end. It is aliundantly clear 
that there is a great dea.l behind this, and that the whole question of 
the rights of E~lropean8 and Eurasians in India at stake. The policy 
of Government of late years has been to undermine the right and the 
~tatus of British born Bubjects in India, irrespective of all considerations 

of good sonrzuneilt. o%pedielloy, and moral rigbt, l'Ilo milchiof bu 
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been going on for a long tim. It has b eI,l done slowly ... insidiously. 
but c(>rtainly. and th!) great outburst of feeling displayed at th Town 
Rall on Wednesday, and which has been choed and re·eohoed all over 
the country, was the outpouring of those p nt up feelings which for 
some time past have been aooumulating as eaoh new folly and injustioe 
has been proposefl or carried, tho two latest being this amending Bill 
and the RoorkN' U"80lution, Hoth these measures are utterly incompr • 
hensible to Englishmen with any experience in the oounLry, "Sir 
Louis avngno.ri died in the servioe of bis country by the dagger of an 
assassin. If be leaves a son, and the assassin leaves a Bon tbe assassin's 
Bon would be preferred in Government employmGlnt. That is the simple 
trutb, tbat is the .n-0orkee Res' tion, strange as it. may Appear. The 
authors of it are believed to be tbe Ronorabl s Major Baring and Mr. 
Rope. It is well that their names should be known far and wide. . 

It is necessary, therefore, to take measures fOl' protecting tIle rigbts 
of European British subjects in India on a sound and secure bRlis, and 
not to be content with 0. single hig meeting and its resuUs, and there is 
vel'Y mucl\ to do. '1'he Government of the country is apparl'ntly steep. 
od in the gros est ignorauce, hM no notion of the feelings, d sires, opini. 
onsof the peoplelb is ~et to govern. This living on th llillR liko gO~8 
together, ~areless of mankind, silrrou nded by a bureau racy, "all of 
them served from anything like an intimate aoq Ila.inronce wiLh the mind 
of the non.official population" (or of nine.tenths of tll , offiolal popula. 
tion for tha.t matter) is Lhe real evil at tll e bottom of all the miscbi f, 
cOllpl d with an insane desire to abolish ntlOmalies and substitute 1\ 

"series of vagaries of philosophical Radicn.1ism." Some one bas 
said we lnust give up Simla. or India. Of the two it would 
seem at the present time better that we should give up Simla. 
If other officers c,f the Government can livQ in the plains, why not the 
members of the Government of India? Hero is a.noLhel· "anolDruy I" 
let us get rid of it. The Simla exodus costs a great dMI of money' to 
the tax payer, a.nd Llle Simla officia.ls get la.l'ger salaries and greater 
a.dvantages and 1>rivi1eg~s than oth r people. Here is a. good Radical 
anomaly. Away with it! Nobody in India will complain beyond half a 
do>; n people, and I thInk that is the number of native civilians likely 
to be a.~ected by the Amendl1\ent Bill. We will undertake not to get 
up any indignation meeting if this" anomaly" is swept away. 

But tbere is too much reason to fea.r this anomaly will not be given 
up, and therefore it is the more necessary tlla.t there should be an .Ano­
ciation, established on a Bound and permanent basis for the purpose of 
disCU~8ing all Government Inep.su~es and legisJaLi vo prvl)osals. }1 r. 
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FintGr was quite oorreot in saying there was no Calcutta, in the politi. 
cal sen Ie, at the present ti~e. Considering the large European Commu. 
nity in the Capital itself, and the thousand of Englillhmen and Eura.. 
liAn. scattered all over the oountry and the millions of Englillh 
money invested in the country, it is high time that an SOOlaC10Jl were 
formed to watch their interests and keep th~ Government fully 
informed on all subjects affecting the welfare of the country. The 
U,overnment has alt'eady t3xpressed a desire for grcater information, 
It wants to know the views and opinions of the various sections of the 
people likely to btl affeoted by its measures, exeoutive and legislative, 
Let us, Elnglisl,lmen, respond to the call in light good earnest. Let III 
determine that Government snnIl not0nger be ke~t in ignoranoe on any 
lingle questiou 011 whioh it wants informa~ion8, ligut or assistance, In 
England, when our rult!rs are not in "-Coord with the people, there is an 
effeotual way of settling the dill'",rences. The rulers are replaced by 
other rulers. We cannot do thut ill Indio. just yet, but we can make 
a. very good beginning. We can have our own parliament. We ca.n 
have an Assooiation whose duty it will be to watch every Government 
mtlasure and every Government official; to discuss and cObsidrr evol'y 
proposal, and critioise the publio conduct, words and actions of overy 
publio man. Let our rulers feel that there is a p<1,werful and 
eduoated Association watohing their publio doings and sayings, ali 
publio men in England are watched, and the,. will soon be brought 
to feel the rcsponaiLility of office. Men will not daih off opinions and 
minutes in light-heart ed and irresponsible fashion such as is too qften 
done at the present time. And when a man ill found to be go'jng 
altogether wI'ong nnd to bo out of sympathy with the people and 
the times, let such pressure be brought to bear upon the Government 
and Parliament as willleau to his removal. Let our rulers be made to 
feel that, thoy aro servants and not the masters of the publio I that the 
IOO8ter will use the right which every master has of getting aid of an in­
c?mpetent, injudicious or jgn~l'ant st'rvant, and we ~ill then have our 
political and Government relations on a propel' footing. But not till 
then. Neither fhe Government nOr the IJatives need feel alarmed at 
such a proposal as this. It is fOl' the good of both. We are to have local 
self-government. Very good. Let tIle Capitn.llead the way. Let us return 
to the best traditions of our fathers, Let us show the people of India. 
how to govern themselves as Englishmen govern themselves. Let us have 
light and truth and honesty, Let us not shrink from telling the truth 
because it is unpalata.blein high places. Let us meeta erisis of this kind 
as Englishmen gote ba.ttle. This has not be n of our ~eeking. It has 
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been forced on unoffcnding pf'l\C<'ful, law abiding, citizens: hilt l1pon 
mon who can meet great or! 0 in 0. gr at way. Our duty, as 
Mr. Bra.nson pointed out, is plain, Il.nrl. it must b donl.l. It. 
takes 0. long time to make an Engliijhman ellY a.t W I'd, bitt; 

once sllld he does not go back fl:om it. Our duty tL n j~ to form 
this A ociation here at onCG, with branchcs in London, MIlUr 
1I.nd BombR.Y, and at every station ,nd oentre throoghout Indil\. 
1.'0 makG our voice heal'd from Ca.pe Comono to the Himalayas; 1'Ilrli • 
ment; through every town and viUage in the Dnit d Kinrrdom nud thl 
British Colonies an,d posaessions, and carry our petitions to th stelll 
nf the throne itself. And it mUHt not be tione in a. half.hoarted way, 
Lat the Btirl'ing words of Mr. Branson be 8 altered broadcast over 
the length and breadtll of Great Dlltain. Let the first duty of th As. 
sociation after doing what is necessary about tbo Criminal Code Bill, bo 
to bring np the ltoorkee Rtlsolution, the imla. Exodus, and the H ngal 
Rent Bill ns fitting snbjects for public discosaiQn and consideraU<>n 
Let it also give its a.ttention to the Financial and Public Works 
Departm ents. Let ·us look to the soorces of OUI' Revenue and 
to the way it is spent. Let us see to the management of .'lr Publi 
Works, and that one cla.ss of our servants does not b~eak faith With 
another: let u~ have tht! brllakers of faith burled from thoir hilJh 
places and the stirrers up of Itrif ttl-ught that their duty is to 
observe the rights of the people, and not to set them at defianco. 
A few wholesome lessons will do a world of good. And t the 
natives see how we do our work. How we govern ourselves. L t u. 
solek the good of the country and of Lhe people, and not of any 
particular class. The interests of Lhe country and Cif classos ougbL in 
the main to be the same. On all really groat questions Englishmen and 
natives are n<>t likAly to disagre. The interellts of both must of ne· 
cessit.y be bound up with the material and social welfare of tho country, 
for no one is so focJisn as to believe that England and India can ever 
be separated, at lea.stfor ceQturies yet to come. And what wo the 
people ofthe present time, Mve to do is to deal with whatis possible Ilnd 
practicable in our own day. Let us ecognise truth andplainfaots, and 
abandon R Ji,~al vagaries and party advices. Lot us rescu India. 
frc.m tho Maelstrom of party strife and the desire for chief peuonal 
popularity. Let there be a fair field and no race distinctions. 1f tbl) 
levelling process must g(l on, let it be a levelling up and not 0. levelliJl~ 
down. In the matter of appoinLm nta lit it all men be eqoal. 
Let their be equal competition. Let Englishmen, E'lr8.siaus and 
natives all onter for the race, and let the be t men win, Thill lI'JI 
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• trengl,hen and consolidate British rule in India. There are many 
points upon which F.nglishmen and natives may make common caUll() 

for the gene-ral good without trenohing upon each others' particular 
rights .and prifneges. 'rhis is Burely a liberal enough platf{)rm and 
lIuffioiently wide for all parties. But some such organisa.tion 113 ~ have 
Buggested must be established, or all our cherished r'il!'hts will go one 
after the other. a.nd the 'Country, instead of advanoing, will go baok 
and sulfer. 011r primary duty is to look after our rulers and see that 
they do their duty consi8tent~y with the sentiments of an enlightened 
IIond thinking public, and in acoordanoe with the wishes of the 
people. It we let this opportunity pass) it may never occur again. 
Let the parent institution be established here without delay. Mr. Bran­
Bon, I believe, intends prtceeding h~e next month. He would no doubt 
help to establish a branch in London. 'fhpre are many Anglo-India.na 
in and about London who would, I feel suro, be glad to assist and carry 
on the work there. Thp.y a.re not over-burdened with worke and 0. poli­
tical career of this kind would be congenia.l to most of them. There are 
many whose experience of India and whose opinions are quite as valua.­
ble as any which the Secretary of State can command on Indian ques­
tions. There need be no difficulty in establishing c~rrespondinQ' 
Committees all over India. I commend these suggestions to the 
Committee appointed at the Town Hall last Wednesday" 

• AN ENGLISHMAN. 
Caloutta, Srd March, 1888. 

March 6. 
SPECIAL TELEGRAMS. 

Narainganj, March 5. 
At a largely attended meeting o£ Europeans held here thIS 

morning, it was resolved :-" That this meeting strongly 
protests against Mr. Ilbert's Bill, as a grosS' injustice to the 
European inhabitants of India, which while depriving British 
subjects of their hereditary ri~hts, confers ® practical benefit 
on natives." A O~mmittee was appointed to act in concert with 
the Oalcutta Oommittee, those present binding themselves to 
subscribe their proportio}l of any necessary defence funi!. 

Muzafarpur, March 5. 
At a meeting presided over by the Secretary of the Behar 

Pla.nters' Associa.tion the following resolutions were pa.ssed 
11nanimously :-
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" Tha.~ all present a.t this meeting p~otest a.gain t any iot r. 
ference with t.he rights we enjoy as European British ul)jects 
inJod.ia. That we believe it is onfy ignor nee of tho positioCl 
in which thousands of Ewopeans are placed in the interior t,hRt 
~as pe.rmitted the prop sal to give' natiyes jurisdiction ov r 
European British subiects to. be placed b~fore the Oouncil, and 
that we authorise the Secretary of the Behar Indigo Planters' 
Association to request the Hon'ble Sir Steuart Bayley to pl· 0 

this our firm a.nd indign'll.nt protest before His ·Exceller.cy tho 
Viceroy, iu the assura.nce that Lord Ripolli will not permit Ollr 
most cherished right of being tried by our pe ral to be taken 
from us. • , . . 

Proposed by A. Renni&, E 'sq., seconded by James Bcgg, 
Esq .. -that in the event of our Gov rnDlent ignoring t.ho 
univcral protest of the Europea.n communit.y, we should aU 

petition the members of Parliament of our differ nt towns 
and count' to place the matter before Pa.rliament and 
proteot onr interests and rights, and get our relations and 
friends at bome to use· their infl.uence to this effect in placing 
our ~a.se before the different members ill qup.stion." 

The strong feeling of tho· assembly demanded a substitl1-
tion of "indignllnt'~ protest for "liumble" in the wording of 
the first re'>oiution proposed by W. B. HudsOll, Esq., seconded 
by M. Wilson, Esq. 

Darbhanga, March 5. 
A numerously attended meeting of Europeans was h ld 

at Darbhanga to-day, when a Resolution was unanimou 1y 
passed, protesting against th Criminal Pr()cedure Oode A mend· 
ment Bill and reque Ling the Secreta.ry of the Indigo 1:»1 nters' 
Association to I~onvey the protest to H. E. the Viceroy througll 
Sir Steuart Bayley. 

Ollaprah, .March 5. 

A crowded meeting of the Indigo planters a.nd other non· 

official Euro},leans was .ileld at the Telpah Olub Hou e this 
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afternoon, when a resolution was passed l>rot~sting ag-ainst the 
proposed alteration of the Criminal Code as highly ,detrimeutal 
to British interests in India. 

'The Bombay Gaaette, in a recent artlc1e on Mr. Ilbert 
Bill, wdtes :-" The j'lxtension of the jurisd.iction of native­
:Magistrates bas, it appears, the approval not only of S;r Ashley 
EJen, but of the two retired r~ieutenant-Govet'Dors of Bengu.l 
who preceded him, as well as that of M.r. Rivers Thompson, the 
present Lieutenant-Governor of tbat· province." Whatever­
t1le views on the ex.tension of native jurisdiction held by former 
LieutenanL-Governors vf Bengal in conditions very different t<> 
those which now exist, i.t is hal'Siy a secret ti!lat the present head: 
of th pt'ovince does not by any llleails look upon tbe proposed 
measure with the feeling here attributed. It is the mora to be 
l'egreLted that Mr. Rivers Thompson's opiBion on the subjec~ 

has not bC'ln asked, because th class of non-official European 
British subject,s is more numerously represented in Bengal 
~han probably ill tue whole of the rest of India. • 

]a,ma:lpur, Marc" 5. 

There is I) great excitement among the ~ailway employ6s. Mr. 
Ilberb's Bill for giving jurisdiction to nabivllS is looked upon with feel­
ings of intense regret &8 oertaiu to disturb' the "'ood relations 1I0W 

xishng b tween the Ellropean a.nd native ataii. Meetings are being 
held at all the large stations, and a memorial is in eirculation for signa­
tut's praying that tbe Bill may be withdrawn as injurious Oll grollndll 01 
public polity. 

'l'be fellowing is the lItcmorial refered to ~ 
To HIS EXCELLGNo'C Tllll: MOST HOW'BLIil THI!' MA.l!.~UIS Ol!' RrJ!oN' 

K.G., G.M.S.I., P.C., G.M.l.E., Vieer()y and <:iovernor-Gencral of 
India in Council. 
The mf1~oria.l of tOO European British. b()Tll tubjects of Her Majes­

ty the Queon.Empross a.nd employes of the East Indian Railway Com­
tmny, mest humbly and t'epectfully sheweth :-

1. That your memerialists have read with mnch concern the pro­
'rimoDs of tbe Criminal Proc dure 4-mendRlent lIill wbicb was inlro­
GIlCad int.o ;yOUI' Exce1:1ency's Council by the Hon'hle Mr. llber.t 011 

tbe ~nd Fabruary 1883, I"y which it is sought to invest Native Civil 
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Servants with jUlj,adiction ove~ European Bl'itish subj cts in Crimina.l 
<laaes. 

2. That your memorialists hum1.ly submit that they have a con­
stitutional right to bo tried only by their peel's and their country. nnd 
that in India they have always enjoyed the right of beiug trilld by meu.ns 
of their own nationality a.nd have done nothing whatever to forfllit that 
right. 

3. That, although the n. tives of India have by force of conquest 
beeo}Uo subjects of the British Crown, they a.r , nov rtheless, etillaliens 
both in nationality and religion; and a Europea.n Hl'itish subject app ar­
ing b fore COU1·t pctlsided over by 0. na.ti ve Magistrate or J udgo would 
bo e sontially before 0. foreign tribunal, wit.hout the advantage of that 
Consular protection which he wou be entitled ,to in flo foreign country. 

4. That in the !tumble opini n of your m moria]jct the propoi d 
amendment of the existing la.w is not only inopportun , but is I'..alculo.ted 
to engender ula.ss f cling a.nd ra.ce a.n lagonism, which your mE-IDorio.lists 
who ar collaboratp.8 with a vory large number of native Railway m­
ploycs cannot too strongly deprecate aa being injurious in tho extreme. 
to European and native alike and to the public service generally. 

5. 'I'li t your memoria.lists would draw your attention to the fact 
that no dis8atiAfa.ction haa been express d 1:;y the native community 
genera.lly on the subject of the imm unity from native jurisdiction now 
enjoyed by European British subjoots, and tha.t none of their privilegea 
}la.ve boon affected by rent law, as a piece of cla.as legiijlation, has been 
a success, and that cases coming undel' it should be enquired into Ilnd 
tried by trained Euro p an Magistmtes, your m ruorialists beg to quote 
the opinion xpresMed by the Honorable the Legal MerubcI'of ouneil at 
the meetillg of your Excellency'S Council on the 2nd ultimo, in which 
he said ~_H And u to the facts with which wo have to deal, no one 
who has studied the statistics a.nd reports of tho ca.\jes involving 
~bal'ges against European British subjects can fail to be struck with 
two lhings : first, that as com pal'ad wit·h the great mass of ordinary 
<lrimino.1 business, they are eue tionalll/rare, and, secondly, tha.t they are 
~:ect'ptio1l4lll/ troublcBome and dijie.}t." 

G. That your memol'ialists a Railway emrloy6s are more 
likely to injuriouEly affected by the proposed change in the law 
in r spoot of jurisdiction over European British subjects than oLb r 
classes of the Europe n community: fiest, on account of, in many 

s, their r lIolutioll at stations far r emoved from Eurollean 
~cntres and Courts cf revisional jursidiction: and secondly 
owwg to Uw gr at mount of t chnical ADd scientific uidcnoo 
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that is usually introduced into Railway Criminal cases, and which would 
he almost, if not quite, unintelligible to a native Magistrate. A pto­
tracted trial with all the heavy expenses attendant thereon. foll,owed 
probably by an erroneous and perhaps ruinous judgment, might therf'­
fore not unreasonably be expeotE'd from the Judge's wa.nt o! tElChnical 
knowledge and experience in subjects with which Euro ean Judges are 
all more or les8 familiar. To illustrate too possible vexatious acj,ion of 
a native Magistl'ate in a Railway Criminal.ca.se, your memorialists feel 
that they cannot do better than quote an instance which I'ecently 
occurred in whioh the presiding Magistrate was a Native. 

On the 19th November 1882, a collision occurred in the l:lowrah 
yard, and on the 22nd a Line Jamadar was prosecuted for carelcsuess 
in connex10n therewith before a nativ:~ Magistrate. The Jatnadar ad-r.tit. 
teclhis gu.ilt and formal evidence only was ne&ssa1'y to summarIly 
dispose of the case ; but the Magistrate, after r cording some eviden.:.e 
postponed the case until tho 24th idem. When the case was resumed, 
some tecbinical evidence was tendered and rejected, and the trial 
was th n postponed until the following morning at 8·80 o'clcok 
for a local investigation. At the appointed hour ten Railway 
employes, Europea.n and native, attended in the gvods yarn, 
but the Magistrate did not come, and after waiting' in the yard at 
mucll iuc6nvenience to the traffic and themselves until 12·30 P.M., 

t.hey were all sumilloned by a Court messenger to the C~urt'house, 
only to bein(ormod on their ardval theri thab the Magistrate 
h."Id 1 ft, but that he would be in the yard at 2·30 P.M. Al\'ain the ten 
witnesses returned to the goods yll.rd and had to wait thero until dark, 
wh(>n a messenger arrived ab 5·80 P.M., and said that the Magistrate 
oould not come. Two d~YSlI.fter this, notice was received that thecaso 
would come on for trial on the 29th N ovem ber, bu t the Ma"istrate did 
not a.tte'nd the yard until 4·80 P.M., and again postponed tho CMe until 
the 5th Deoember. The ten European and native witnesses dilly, 
appeared on the latter date. but only OtiC of them was called to give some 
slight lormal evidence, and t.han, after a.ll these adjournments, the 
prisoner was conviQted,on his own plea of "guilty." 

7. Thai your memorililists, whilst fully recognising the right of 
natives to a share in the administration of this country, beg to point out 
that the proposed amendnwnt, if it become law, will place European 
British subjeots at a positiv(l disadvantage when COlI' pard with the mass 
of tho population 01 India.. An Indian British subject will enjoy the higb 
privilege of being tried by his countrymen, or by Eunopeau Magistrat.()8 
who hltvEl beon speci(l.l1y selected, oducated, and tr!l.ined for the Indi!l.n 
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Civil Service, and who llav tak n up tl! ir fix d residenc in India I 
but Et~o~afl, British subjects wlli be under the jurisdiction ofnativo 
Magistra.tes and Judges who~c ideas of W siern civilizatiou, matlner.;, 
and thought will have been gained or.ly in lndia, or dl.lring two or three 
years' stady in England, instead of th i.r being subject, UIIat present, 
{IDly to the jurisdiction of higltly trained and educated Eeglishm 'n who, 
boing of their OIVil nationality, ha.ve an intimate knowledg of their 
inner life, habits, and manners. , 

8, That your memodalists would draw attention to the fact that a. 
.nati \>e Magist!l.rate of any class can 'c ereise. under scotion 445 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code) nearly if not a.ll, the pow 1's which a Justice. 
of the Peace can exerci~e in England, inUllmuch 1\8 be can issne proc 68 

of an: \, making it. returnable t"l himself or to any other Magi trate 
ha.ving jUrisdiction, 

9. That your memorialists would deprecate any argument founded 
{In the baeis that b,ecause natives exercise jurisdictiou over European 
British subjects il\ Pre~id oilncy townq they should therefore ex rcise that 
jul'isdiction oatside Presidency towns, as obviollsly misleading, s oing 
that the res,~ective positions are widely differ nt. tn a Presid ncy 
town any high,handed proce eding of a Magistrate would uot of n ces­
sity imperil the Uberty of the subjcct, as an immediate application 
(lould be made to the High Cou't't and a suspensory writ obtained 
wiLhin hour, but in the Mofussil the European .lirltiah subject ould 
be entirely at the mercy of the local native authority, and wvulc1 Qe 
liable to be regraded by actual confinement in an Indian gaol, perhaps 
with hard labour, in a most deleteri ous climate, before a distant High 
Court could be moved by the ' most energetio advocate to suspend a 
s entence which might ultimately provl' t o be unwarranted bJ> law. 

10. That your memorialists. in conclusion, would respectfully 
submit that the protection which has hitherto been afforded them by 
tho existing law is no more than · th~y are entitled to under the British 
'Constitution, and, as Mahommedans, Hindus, Parais. and many other 
races and sects in India are protect d ill the exercise of their own pecu­
liar laws and customs by class legislati , no your memorialists pray that 
the rights and liberties so dea.r to them, and whIoh are menaced by the 
proposed amendment of the Code of Criminal Procedure. may Dot be 
withdrawn. 

And your memorialist-a will ever pray, &c. 

PUBLIC MEETING AT CHUTIA. NAGPUR. 
At a public meeting of non.official. Europea.ns held at,the Chutia. 
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Nagpur Club on Monday, thc 26th Fcbruary, 1883, 
It was resolvl'd, 

[MarcT,6. 

I . That this meeting views with un qual Hied condemnation 
Mr. llbert's proposed Criminal Code Amondment Bill, a.nd is determined 
singly and collectively to do thu utmost to oppos it. 

If. 'I'hat our protest be circulated to all non-oflrn'lal Europeans in 
Ohota. Nagpore for signature and subsequent d<lspatch to the Honomry 
Secretary of the Committee elected by the Colcu ta Chamb r of 
Commorce to oppose the Bill. 

Ill. That we, the undersignod, pledge ourselves to support the 
Baid opposition to the utmo t of our mea.ns and ability. 

IV. 'I'hat Wtl most strongly urge on the Calcutta Com witte thal 
they be steadfast and determined 11 tbeir Teai~ance to this proposed 
enoroachment on the hereditary rights .an lib<>rties of ~ngli8hlUl'u. 
We fear that residpnts of Caloutta can h!l.ve no true conception of th~, 
ovils that would arisc should the proposed am ndment be \!arried. 

Y. 'fhat we think it unnezessary to record the arguments for or 
Ilgainst the said am~ndlUent, as tb y have been vcry flllly and ably 
expreRaed by the Calcutta Preas. We, therefore. simply I'lve the dl'lIi­
sion we have arrived at after ('&reful <:onsideration of the whole ques­
tion. 

TO THE EDIT01l. OF THE ENGLISHMAN. 

Sm,-The countrywom 11 of the framers of the C. P. A. 
:Hill have receiv d small consideration at their hands. English­
women have beeu forgotten wlllle their rulers ar& busied 
iu adding a new terror to their lives in India. It appears 
to me that in proposing to extend the jurisdiclion of native 
Judll'es something more has been forp-otten t,hap the xistence 
of Englishwomen. Six-and-twenty year hav9 not elap d ~jLlce 
no considerable portion of the most active cl:l.!~ses of 1s rthern 
India. proved that they did not understand what is mCl!.nt by 
justice and mercy· to the innocent and helpless. Six-anf} 
twenty years do not suffice to change national chara.cteristics or 
to reduce from savages the qualities, at once strong and deli­
cat(>, wb~ch make good Judges. 

I a.m not afraid t.o assert tllat I speak the fcling of all 
Engli hwomen in India when I say that we regard the proposlI.l 
.to subject ns to tbe jurisdiction of Dative Judges as an insul!.o 
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It iii not ,pride or race ,which dictates this feeling, which is the 
outcome of something far deeper-it is tbe pride of woma.n­
hood, Tbis is a form of respect which we are not ready to 
a.brogate in order to give such ad vantages t~ others as are 
offered ~y Mr. libert's Bill to its beneficiaries. 

In this discussion as in most "il Y a qt~e8tion de !emmes"­
a.nd in this discussion the ignorant and neglected women of In­
dia, rise up from'thah' enslavement in evid~nce against their 
mast.ers. They testify to the justioe of the resentment which 
Englishmen feel at Mr. libert's proposal to subject civilised 
women to the juri iction of Intn and who htl,va done little or 
nothing to redeem the women of their own races, and whose 
.ooia.1 ideas a.re still on the verge of oivilization. 

, ANNE'ITE S. BEVERIDGE. 
Bankipur, March S, 1888. 

'. TO TRill EDITOR OJ!' THill IIINGLISHM.l.N. 

SIR,-In England trialuy on's peers is a constitutional right 0 

privilege. ' When Lord Cardigan was arraigned on account of his duel 
with Captain Harvey TucJcel' his Judges were the peers of th~ Realm. 
'If to.day the law demanded the crilllinf.l.i arraignment of Lord Kim­
berley or the Marquis of Ripon, the same august assembly would sit in 
judl(ment, notwithstanding that the Judges of the land are not of an 
alien rac!', are of unimpeaohaule integrity, possess vast legal erudition 
and experienoe, aud are chosen from the talent elite of the English Bar. 
Where then and on what grounds can reasonable justification be sought 
for depriving E\lglishmen scattered ovor India of the privilege of trial 
by their peers, which as a sacred heirloom hae beeu handed down 
to them f~om the days of Plllllsey. Where is the grievance P 

~ where the injustice? There is non . Per se the natives most 
a.ssured~y care not a jot who tries the Englishman. Why then suoh 
persistent and malignant oppositicn to II. privilege so highly prized? Is 
it patriotiam P No! That is a virtue to which no clairn can be laid 
by a race who, as the Hon'ble Babington Macaulay says, tt wQuld see hi' 
country overrun, his houlle laid in ashes, his children murdered or dis­
honoured, without having the spirit to strike one blow." In the fable of! 
the Bull and Frog, in petty conceit, false pride and vanIty, in the 
jealousy which the weak entertain of the powerful, will bE' found the 
mainapringa of tho agitation now convulsing the milld of the petted 
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race; and it is by an ignoble pandering tA and e cOllrage­
ment of tbese failings that the Government of India, fro'm time to 
time, fom ent race animosities which would otherwise slumber and in 
time become extinct, and as a result of this degrading policy English 
feeling is to be olltraged and Englishmen in India h ed 'over to tbe 
tender mercies of an alien race deeply imbued with race prejudices, and 
owing to idiosyncracy of oharacter incapable of sceing things in the 
ume light as the Ellropean. "Is a native Judge" aSKs your correspon­
dent' Washington' '~ capable of jlldging the peouliar sense d Insult 
which we English and other Western nations entertain P" He is not. A 
notable instance now presents itself to my memory. A European was 
accused of aSij8.ulting another Ellro~ean, who with indecent proposals 
l1a.d grossly insulted the wife oiothe accuae A fine a Ra. 50 was 
inflictod, the Mllgistrate, one of the Tag-oro' family, remarking tbat he 
would not have punished the defendant bRd be been tl'e part,y insulted. 
To confer the proposed jurisdiction on 0. race wbo as yet have 
shown no aptitude for governing thems lves, is indeed an a1l0maly 
of the wildest kind. The style of advocacy adopted by the native press 
ie in itself n. condemnation of t,118 G'overnment policy; witnrlls the c 19-
brated article from the Amrita Barar Patriea which furni~h('s ·incontest. 
able proof of the ine1Cp~diency of the proposed amendment of tIle Crimi. 
nal Procedure Code, and of the unfitness of the natives to sit in judg_ 
ment over Europea.ns oriminally cha.rged. 

The DcngaUee is oontinually quoting the Queen's Proolamation 
as bis Ma.gna. Cha.rta, altogether forgetting, or completely ignoring, 
that be owes his present position to an inexplicable favoritislD wbich 
ha.s systema.tically set at nought the provisions of tha.t proclamation 8.1 

regards the natives of India generally. Notably among these races 
stand the Eurasians, a. class who in loyalty to their Sovereign are 
second to none, wbo by community .of blood and religion bave special 
undeniable olaims to the consideration of Government, claims Which 
have been meroilessly neglected, and even repudiated. 

Let, then, the Englishman and the Enrasid.n mutually assist in this 
momentous crisis of their political existence. Let the Vo.1unteer move­
JUent throughout India oease at once as the only endeavour, short of an 
appeal to Parlia.ment, it is in our power to ma.ke to compel the Govern. 
JUent to abandon a. polioy of national degradat,ion. Why it may be 
asked, abandon the Volunteer movement now P Why not wait for the 
decision of the Legisla.tive Council:? Beca.use with d gradation sus­
pended, like the sword of Damocles, over our heads, and in f8.4le of the 
uncons~itlltional proceeding of obtaining in advance the sanction of the 



MArch 6.] rM " ~li8hmcm." 

Secretary of State with the view, no one can doubt of arresting discus­
sion and protest, it will be very dangerous to defer active measures for 
nearly a year. J fancy some~hing very sonsational wQuld ensue if, when 
the lJl&rriage with a deceased IV ife's sister is fj.ga,in brought before 
Parliament, the sanction of the Queen brought before Parliament, the 
sanction of the Queen was obtained ere the Bill was introduced into the 
House of Lord8, with the view of preventing their Lordships from re­
jecting tllo Bill after it had passed the Commons. 'rhe prinoiple in the 
two cases is the same. 

A quoi bon to parade the namos of 0. few eminent authorities in 
favour of a ()hange which w.ill in no way o.JIect tllem. Is it hoped thus 
to stifle the vlice of.the entire non· official Christian population through­
out India, which, without a dissentien voice, bas unsparingly condemn­
ed the Government poll as an ignoJ:l e pandel:ing to native prejudices 
as calculated to stir up race animosities, disastrous to the country at 
large, as insultillg to the feelings and degrading to the prestige of 
Englishmen whose status itis sought to regulate in acoordance with the 
views of the native. Shades of our anoestors, of departed heroes 
and statesman! Could you burst asunder the bonds of death, and but 
for a brief mo nt resume this mortal ooil, with sorrow and shame you 
would excla.im-How have the mighty fallen I 

INDIGNATION. 
Sarun, Maroh 2,1883. 

March 7. 

SPECIAL TELEGRAMS. 

Jamaltpur, March 6. 

A crowded meeting of railway employes was held at thiJ 
sto.tion yesterday to discuss Mr. llbert's Jurisdiction Bill. Re­
solutions strongly protesting ag~inst the Bill, as an invasion of 
c:mtitutiona.l rights, and praying for its withdrawal, were car .. 
ried unanimou IJ. The memorial lJublished' by you to-day waf 
read !tnd formally adopted amid prolonged and enthu ia8tio 
cheering. Speeches demonstrating the injurious effect of the 
Bill upon the relationt1 between natives and Europeans, and 

I showing the unfitness of natives te govern Europeans, were 
pa.ssed, and three cheers for the Queen were given. The meetiDS 
terminated amid8t grel\rt applause. 
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Atlahaba;a, Marcn, 6. 
A large meeting was held at the Mayo Ha\l ihis 'evening to 

protest aga.inst Mr. Ilbert's Bill. Several resolutions were put 
to the meeting and passed by acclamation. Much enthusiasm 
and excitement prevailed among those present. "God save 
the Qdeen" wu.s sung by the assembly u.t the conclusion. 

Strong endeavours are being made to Cl'ea.te an impres­
sion that nothing will be done with reference to the Criminal 
Proceduro Code Amendment Bill tilluext November, and that 
the proceedings in Friday's Council will be of a purely formal 
eha.racter. We would warn the c:ublio not to be degeived by 
this device into any.relaxation of their efforts. Unless within 
the next eight and forty hours instructil)ns should be received 
from Rome to withdraw tl1E~ Bill, the question of its passing, as 
far as it rests with the local Council, will, in all probability, be 
practically decided on Friday. For the Council will then dis­
CU88 the Bill, a.nd its members, y the speecbes they will 
make, will commit themselves to a distinct line of policy with 
which it will be difficult for them subsequently to retreat. 

The outburst of feelin g against the G~verment which Mr. 
ilbert's Dill has aroused among the European and Eurasian 
community in this country, is marked by two significant £ea­
t.Ures, whioh distinguish it from all previous movements of the 
kind, and from which the Government would do well to take 
1farnhlg in time. These features are its sternly resolute toee 
and. its universality. It is not the first time that the measurea 
of Government ~ave exoited deep and widespread indignation 
in the breast of Englishmon in India, but it is the first time 
that such indigna.tion has assumed the tone of detel'mine1 
animosity which now cha.racterises it. In thus describing the 
prevailing feeling, we are, indeed, using the language of 
euphemism; and the moment must soon come when the 
prudent considerations which have hitherto counselled our use 
of suoh b.nguage will cease to operate, and when allY attempt to 
hide the fire tba.t really exists "m becolUe CriDlWl. Had,... 



published 0.11 the letters that have poured in upon us, or even 
had 'fe published intact all the letters that have actually appear­
ed in our columns, it would long ero this have been abundantly 
apparent to tho Government that they have to deal with a state 
of public feeling whioh might be justly desoribed by a far 
stronger term than resolute, and that this feeling extends to 
quarters where .. if it assumed overt . shape, it would be simply 
impossible for them to ignore it. . 

We sa.y the moment must come, if the Government persist, ' 
when it will be our duty to expose to them.. the true nature of 
the precipice to the verge of which they have brought the 
Empire, as the 0 ly chance f saving, not the British com­
munity in !ndia, but the British nation from a. tremendous 
calamity. So far we have felt it to be our duty tv ex­
elude from our columns, as far as might be, every expression 
and every appeal that might tend to preoipitate a demonstration 
which we fervently forefend. But there have been moments 

• 'When we have doubted whether we were not mistaking our 
duty in adopting a course which, while it might operate in som" 
measure to ourb the course of events, must at the same time 
help to conceal, from tho 80 who should know i.t, the direction 
which events are taking. 

The other unprecedented fe&.ture in the present movement 
i. its universality. 

There have been occasions in the Pltst history or this Em. 
pire when the independent British community have been united 
in a feeling of strong antipathy to the measures ' of the Govern. 
ment, and on some of these occasions they have had the sym­
pathy of many good men and true in the Government services. 
But there hal:! been no I)l'e"ions occasion on which the great 
bnlk of th08 services, C' vil as well as Military, bave not only 
been violently opposed in feeling to the policy of the Govern­
ment, but ha.ve come £omard publicly to te tify to their opposi­
tion. Not only was the public meeting of Wednesday last largely 
attended by the Military and Civil Servants of the Gov rn. 
ment, but it ill no lIecret that the gre\llt bulk of the o.flicer. 
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of Her Majesty's Army and of the Oivil Services, OOTilUa.nted 
and Uncovenanted, in this country, heartily sympthise w.ith 
the attitude adopted by the independent Bhitish community. 
We might go further; but we are unwilling to go further, and 
.tate, in plain words, what is notorious, but at, so stated, 
might appear like an appeal to ·those whose feelings were the 
.ubject of the statement; and cut away from the Government 
the last chance of dignified retreat. Further, it is not only 
the British born community in India who stand one and all, 
opposed with all the vehemence of which they are capa. 
ble, to the blindly infatuated polioy of our present rulex, ' 
but every European, every dOhliciled An81o-Indian, every 
EurlUlian is with them. The feeling of the moment is on~ 
of perfect solidarity between the European and the mixed 
races, and a large body of the alien Asiatics also are. 
inoluded in it. Ifit surprises ' the Government that communi. 
ties should rise in indignant protest against a measure which 

• takes away 110 right of theirs, we would remind the Govern-
ment tha.t these oommunities strongly feel, that every foreigner 
in India strongly feels that whatever detracts from the "dignity 
and the safety of Englishmen in India, detracts equally from 
their dignit.y and their safety; !Lnd that the policy in which this 
measure is but a stage, i one which, fot' the sake of an unattain­
able end, is destined, if not prevented in time, to strike at the 
roote of our sa.fety inlndia, they have no manuer of doubt. 

FROM THI!I LONDON CORRESPONDENT. 

!!lome excitement bas been caused by a letter from the Calcutta 
oorrelpondent of the Time. intimating the intention of your Governor. 
to put you all at the mercy of Native Ma.gi8trates. This is a sound 
liberal policy, but is 8uoh a policy always applicable to Ii\ conquered 
population P From the da.ys of Lord William Bentinck down to those 
of Lord Ripon, England has been confronttld with this anomaly in ber 
Eastern administration, that 8he, the representa.Live, of par ezceUence, 
of rational liberty has had in India. to rule despotically. You -may 
remember Lord El'Ilkine's famous referenoe to this in Stockdale's case as 
far baok AI • OtDtUl'J "So. . How tore thele e~treme. to be reCODcUed, 
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Is Britain to treat Indio. as if her people were homogeneous, public. 
spirited, and the outcome of European evolution P Is not this quetltion 
its own answer P Even the Time., which is never opposed to human 
progress, has sounded the note of alarm. If the Babus of Bengal could 
persuade tbe thinking pll.rt of tbe public-which after all is a small anel 
not omnip~tent mill ut'ity-that t.hey, the Babus, were fltf0r 
every sort of autonomy, how would that affeot the question 
as regards the odd hundred and a quarter millions who 
form ~he balanoe of the sum 'total of t.he people of India P Even 
in tbis oountry, wl1ioh boasts of open courts, free reporting and newI· 
paper criticism, and all tbe appliances thai; our forefathers won in gen. 
erations of gloom and glory, nom in movements swamped in blood, now 
by tbe death of a k!ng or the enforced change of a dynasty, it bal 
not been hitherto thought wise to leave the administration of justice 
or of impol't-ant aifairs of State to chance instruments that may be quite 
unfit for the work. 

See what is going on in }l'rance. wh~re thf! people have grasped un. 
limited po!,er before acquiring t1le intelleotual and moral habits elsen. 
tial to its due exercise. All the great interests of the country have 
been in succession outraged and endangered. Commerce has been' 
fl3ttered by restrictions on the freedom of trade; Religion haa been 
violated by the repressive measures adopted towards the Orders; Law 
has been disturbed in the prinoiple of the immobility of its oIBocr~, 

a principle hitherto respeoted by Governments of every shade; and DOW 

the Army thinks itself insulted by the threatened cashiering of the eIB. 
oientand well-conducted officers of the House of Orleans. The Senate 
may throw out the Bill, but at wha t a risk! The 
army is also outraged by the appointment to the chief com. 
mand of M. Thibaudin, who descredited himself in 1870 by breaking 
his parole. It is not iuten ded to insist that anyone of these polio 
cies may noL have plausible grounds of defence; but wllat can be the 
prosp~cts of a Republic wllich places itself in antagonism, by degrees,with 
all the more important org ns of the body politic, and leans at la8t only 
upon the instinots of want, idleness, indiscipline, envy, and covetouy. 
ness P Mr. Courtney> who is one of the foremost and most practical of 
our philosophio Radicals, states most positively tbat the representation 
of minorities is "the onJy safeguard against the dangers of democracy," 
But in Franee every minority is seen to be gradually muzzled, and the 
country is rapidly 8.8suming the condition of an undriven locomotive at 
full steam. 
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Thia is a terrible diatribe to bave come out of the increaBed powera 
of Native Magiltrates. And from a Liberal, iCo, as you know IDe to be I 
But I am recountin~ nothing but facts I and I am sure you will agree 
that the present state of facta is not fnvourll ble to ibe scheme of forcitlg 
the growth of Liberal idtPH and inatitutions at a. rate ore rapid that 
what is intl'insic to ench communify. 

TO TBIl XDIT( 1\ 01' THE XNOLlEBfII'AN. 

SIa,-The effect of Mr. lIbnt·s most iIl·advised Bill is not only 
to give Native Judges authority over the non.official community, but 
over our men and ourselves. I would wish to point with all earnest· 
nell that the danger to the army Ahd tbe count., is a moet serious one. 
I only express the opinion of every fficr r I have spoken with whell I 
lay that it would be next to impos8ible to control our mell from vio. 
lence if one of their comrades wU'e s utenced by a Native Judge. 1 
belong to a large garrison and can positively assert tbere is but one 
feeling among officers and men, and that is extrelXle and violent 
indignation at the most audacious attempt to deprill/l us of (Jur 
rights and privileges as English citizens. 

AN OFFICER OF 'I'BAT ARMY WHICH ENABLES 
RADICAL POLITICIANS 'ro MAKE LAWS IN INDIA. 

TO THlil lIID1Toa 01' TRlII lIINGL181hdAN. 

SIR,-If Mr. Ilbert is so anxious to abolish race distinctions in 
India as he declared himself to be in proposing his Criminal Amend. 
ment, let him bring a Bill to abolish caste, the privilege of the pllrdap 
and exemption from the jUl'isdiction of Courts of Justice granted to 

certain Rajahs. 
Men of a Mste as high 1\1 there is in tbe world, namely, English 

Rentlemen, are not injured in ClI.8te by eating food or drinking water 
out of vessels which h9.ve been touched by a man of II. caste intarior to 
their own I then why should Brahmins, wl;o, to !lay the least, are not 
of a caate bigher tLa,n that of an English gentleman, be allowed to raise 
a storm wbrn their vessels are touch~d by such 0 person? 

English ladies, when plaintill's, defendants or witnene8, are com. 
pelled to attend personally in Courts of Justice and give tbeir evidence 
unveiled I then why should Hindu and Mahomedan ladies be exempted 
fro~ doing so P . 

Englisb noblemen are not exemptod from the jurisdiction of Courts 
of JU8tioe I then why should Native Rajahs, who, to say the lea9t, are 
not lupulor ill rank to them, be exempted therefrom P 
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n mURt he clearly understood that I !I,m not advocating the passing 
of such II. Bill. I am merely pointing out that, if 1\11'. nbert persists in 
his Criminal Amendment, he must propose it, unless h· wishes to be 
bntnded with inconsistenoy, and a desire to obtain popularity with 
Natives by depriving Europeans of their privileges whilst loaving the 
Natives theirs; for tbe only logical inferenoe whioh can be drawn from 
his reasons for proposing tho Criminal Amendment is that the n.bolition 
of caste, the privilege of the purdll.h, and of x mption from Lhe .i)uis. 
diction of the ordinary Courts of J ustio , granted to certain l{ajl\h~, is 
a.bsolutely neCl'&sary. BRITANNICUS. 

Bombay, March 2,1888. • 
• 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENOMsnMI.N. 

SlR,-I enclosl! herewith a cheq ue for Rs. 100 as a paym nt in a.id 
ofthe funds required for ' establishing the proposed European and 
Anglo.Indian Defence Association. 

Also Rs. 10 as snbscription for the current month. 
Every Olfe contributing to tbe fund A of tbe Association should . I 

think, do so a~ a inonthly subsot'iber, no matter how small the amount 
of bis subso:iption may be. 

Even an anna per fncnsem from ~n.ch one iutor'?sted in, or havin g 
sympatby witb, tbe movment now sut on foot, would make up a. con. 
siderable sum at the end oHhe yenr. 

Supposing every British soldier in Indio. wCl'e II. subscriber to the 
above amount,the annual receipts from this sonree alone would b about 
half a lukh of Rupees. 

I understand tha.t therp. is noth ing to disqualify the offie rs, non. 
eommisioned officers and men of the British army from joining the 
Association; and I would suggest that they be invited to do so, if for 
nothing elae. to give the Government an opportunity of judging how 
far the feeling of indignation so 1011dJy exproBsed by tbe Eu opean com. 
munity is shared by the army in and 0 t ofIndia. 

n. s. 
17, Spence's Hotel, March 0, 18 3. 

TO THE EDITOR. UP TUE ENGLISHMAN. 

SIl~,-We who listened to Mr. Branson 's cloquent speech on Wed. 
nesday quite understood, I think, without" John Croft's" -remindcr 
that the references in that a.ddress to tbo native eOlDm~nity wer~ 
to be talcen cum grano. For a publio speaker to deolare t.bat tho 
natives do and must hate us is doubtless, in thes~ days, unplellBant to our 



ears; and we at'e oonscious that there are some, perhaps not. a few, 
natives with whom our relations individually at's not merely not hostile, 
but deoidedly frWndly. But that any general fueling of cordialityeDsta 
between the two t'a.cea cannot, I fear, as yet be maintained. Only too 
many coniderations crowd in to disabl1se us of so pI ing a notion, 
and as long lUI this absence of cordiality '~etween the native and the 
European exists, so longis the native (qua native) unfitted to ait in 
judgment upon the European. This is the argument; and no criticisms 
or apologies can upset it. 

In conclusion, allow me to quote the wordll of a distinguished 
writet', whioh are, in somo sense, I think, applioable to the present 

crisis:- ( 
"ThG oonst itution cannot stand ~e stt'ain of " profound antipathy. 

Thet'e at'e some vital and fundamental questions on which, if the 
minority are beaten, they must try other weapons than those of argu· 
ment. The wise party I adcr is always ' unwilling to t'aise lihese grave 
issues. 'l'h~ keon distrust with which our political idealists are t'6gard. 
ed, is mainly due to the feeling that they do not Bufficiently recognise 
the forco of suoh prudeutial restraints. No one <lan tell when that 
fine freuzy, that ecstatic enthusiasm, that imperious caprice, that 
fanatical ardour, may carry them across the border line." 

ThE! last possage just depicts our present condition. We are full 
of uneasine&8 and suspicion. We know not what monstrous birth ma.y 
not yet be In the tomb of the India. Office or the Viceroy's Council. 

VOX POPULI. 

TO THE EDITOR 011' THE ENGLISllMAN. 

Sm,-The following significant words appearing in to-d!loy'a issue of 
the Indian Mirror arc a challenge to the honour of every European and 
of Anglo-Indian in India :-

Tb Vakils of the High Oourt at a meeting of their body bAre 
resolved not to associate withhim-(Mr. Hranson)-professiouaDy I and 
if we are not misinformed even the ulUktiars, who, from their education 
and o~her circu,mstanceil, could have been 1 ast expecf-.ed to have adopted 
Buch a. course, have followed suit. The Native A torneys of the High 
Court, again, we understand, will hold a meeting to take steps to make 
their disapprobation of Mr. Branson's speech." 

Now this is nothing less than a native ·conspiracy. to attempt to 
pErsecute and crush professionally a. political speaker for advocating 
fearlessly and publicly the political rights of Europeans and Anglo­
Indi&1!s. It is hardly lleceQsary to do more than point this out to de. 
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fea.t the movement. Let every co~meroia.l and trading house in 
Ca.loutta, and every Anglo-Indian s.ssociation and society, and every 
Europe n Briti h subjeot throughout India who can afford it, send in l't 
once a generaZ retainer to Mr. Bra.nson. We must make flur intention 
ma.rked in a most emphatic mannel', that we will, to 1\ man, rally round 
and protect cvery one who bravely champions our cause. It would in. 
deed be a grav.e slur on both our honour and oause if we were to toler­
ate a native persecution of this despicpoble desoription without a counter 
combination to expross our thorough disapprobation o.nd to render it 
at the same tim~ perfeotly fruitless in result. I notioe that .Mr. 
Branson's hig-h-minded and generous apology for one or two ill­
co Jidered epithets, evoked at the moment by e:!:eited feeling, has 
l' n meanly torture into o.n exe 0 for pusillanimous jibes. Political 
genorisit.ymust be felt, b fore it can be appreciatccl. Wo must not bo 
astoItished, therefore, however much disappointed, if this virtue, as well 
as all others born of Western thought and Western oi vilisation, be oon. 
spicuous by th irabsencfl at this critioal time from the nativo press. 
There are many other qualities besides these neoessar,Y for good govern. 
ment, whk~ are the out·growth only of (centuries of moral and mental 
culture. The Viceroy has planted llis seed and watered it with oopiou8 
1l.00ds of philusophical humanity. Let 11im now pluck up the plant by 
the roota and examine its prodigiuUll growth. 

CIVIS. 
Bengal Club, March G, 1883. 

TO THill EDITOR OF THill ENGl:.IBIUU.N. 

SIR-Notwithstanding the g~nt1emanly tlllwnde h?nrabZe made by 
Mr. Branson in respect of any expressions which may haveesca.ped himl 
calculated to offend the feelings of natives for whom he has "muoh 
esteem," I am informjld that a combination is b in!!, formed by native 
attornies, pleaders all;d muktill.rs not to give him business. Such a 
combination but evidences wha.t we know of the vindictive character of 
l:I~nga.lis, who, if they havo the 'P0wur, are ready to grat.ify tl}e fe ling U 
even at th expense of their duty to th~ir nstiv clienl-.$, who must needs 
be mn.de to S\ltI ,r bocall~o their advisers would deprive theulof lega.l 
Il.dvol)a.cy of wh'ch they 1..l1l11nselvc8 would approve. Such a combination 
also evidences how little .t~e Bengali instincts admit. of th possessor. 
rising to tho appreciation of thoso manly, generous impulses, wbich 
ohal'acteriso tho true Briton, and Clay show tbe Government of India 
how true it is that a native in power, or ima.gined l'ower, will sacri1lce 
eTet')' BQDeIi of <1U.~1 fQI.' tb.o gr.atifluatioll ~f hii vludiotlve char.otel'o 
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utica, and, it may also be truly said, of innate hatred of the dominant 
ra.ce to whom he owes an overlasting debt of gratitude, as the real 
pioneers in the work of promoting the material progress of the co'untry 
to which they can lay no claim, except here and there under the inlluence 
and by the teachlng of Western ci viliso.tion. 

I think Mr. Branson can afford to smile at such p oofs of Benga,li 
vindictiveness, but I also thin It the English Hnr owe it to its dIgnity to 
decline taking business from the members of any native clique who can 
be guilty of the combination l'eferl'ed to against a member of their pro­
fession. I think the respoctable and independent portion of native 
suitors, jf they come to understand the true character of tho native 
clique in question, will object to be guided by it in respect of any Eag-

' lish advocate whom they choose 0 prefel·. I speak advisedly of 
«respectable an,a independent native suitcfrs," bec~e as to the rest it is 
well known that they are at the mercy of certain native legal practition. 
ers who do their work cheap and for the sake of getting business, how­
ever specula.tive or« sporting,"-advance oosts out of their own pooket; 
0. practiM which, when known, ought; to be put down by all Judges a 
partaking of ~he character of ohamperty whioh may also substantially 
exist in Buoh oascs. " 

A EUROPEAN. 
March 6, 1 83. 

P. B.-European suitors, whether in the town or mofuasil, seldom 
reeort to llative legal advisers, but tho~e who do may also take warning 
by tho purport of this letter to select thcUlselvcs tho English barristers 
whom they desire to cmploy as a prote,ction aga.inst the native clique 

referred to; 

MarckS. 
SPECIAL TELEGRAMS. 

J01'hat, M{1JI'ch 6. 
The North Lakhimpul' planters have unanimously agreed 

to have nothing whatever to uo' with the Local Self-Govern­
ment or election of·members, until the withdrn.wal of Mr. libert's 
Criminal Procedure Amendment Bill. 

Madl'a8, March 7. 
The Local Committee is prepa.ring a. memorial to the 

Queen upon 'the subject of Mr. llbert's Bill. This can be eircu­
la.ted in the Mufasal where meetingll are not convenient. ThiIJ 
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question i~ the prinllipal topic of conversation, and Europell.Ils 
seem unanimous in protesting against the Bill. 

Lahore, March 7. 
A preliminary meeting was callecl for this afternoon to pro­

test against Mr. Ilbert's Bill which proved for Lahore a crowd­
ed meeting. A COlUmittee was appointed to arrange for a 
monster meeting, and tht> meeting broke up after three groans 
for Mr. Ebert and singing the National Anthem. The Oom­
mittee met afterwards, and arrangcd to hold a meeting on Satur­
day afternoon, when, it is believed, the station ell mQ,88IJ and de­
legates from ouLa tions will e present, there being strong 
excitement. 

We understand that the Bar of the High COUl·t propose 
taking severe retributive steps against the conspiracy of .native 
valdIs and attorneys to boycott Mr. Branson, and it will not be 

• long, we fancy, before the persons concerned in this unprofes-
sional course of u,ction are made to feel that they are playing 
a losing galne. 

It is very much to be desired, we think, that the EUl·opl!3.n 
community should adopt some means of giving expression to 
their sympathy with the gentleman 'who, in espousing their 
cause, has exposed himself to so unworthy a persecution. Our 
correspondent' Civis,' who e letter we published yesterday, has 
pointed out one way in which this might be done. Mr. Bran­
son promptly came forward and made an ample amende for any 
hasty expressions he had used in a moment of excitement. But 
the event proves his generosity to have been thrown away, and 
the only inference we can draw is that his persecutors are ino 
fluenced by political rancout' in taking the course they 
have done. 

TO TlJlI EDITOR OF THill llIiGLISlDdAN. 

SIR)-In considering the Criminal Procedure Amendment Bill) 
everyone appears to think that it will be only the unfortunate planter 
that will be affected, and of couree ,ugh a.uguet illdiv1dual • ., Lorcl 
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Ripon, Major Baring and Messrs. Hope and nbert do not care for suoh 
small fry. 

But when it is taken into consideration that there are over sixty 
thousand British soldiers in India, costing the country indefinite mjl 

lions 8terling per annum, the case is altered. Any British officer 
(who is, of course, a seoondary oonsideration to an eoonomical Go. 
vernment) might possibly strike his syce for impertinence, sLarving 
his horse and selling the grain for his own profit, and would thuseome 
under the jurisdiction of natives accustomed to putting their horses 
on short commona to prevent their having too much weight to carry 
(see a recent picture in Punch). If Lord Ripon wishes to estrange every 
one willing to honestly support G~vernment, the best advice that can 
be given him is to cause the Bill to be pas8ed~ 

E.'S. 

'1'0 THlii EDITOR OF THill ENGLISHMAN. 

SIlt,-Will you allow me through your papar to suggest to the 
Military Member of Council, General Wilson, and to the Cummander.in. 
Chief, Sir D. Stewart, that eDe they gire their support to Mr. nberb's 
Bill, they will fully consider its effeot on the British soldier. They 
should remember that, away from the Presidenoy towns, he is the 
most frequ~nt offender Il>gainst whom this law if brough't into force. 
will mostly bear. For though orime amongst the European population 
in India, as has been observed, is rare, still the poor British soldier is 
the one most frequently, in the dock. In his sporting • ex· 
ouuions, in his rambles through the Hazars, he otten oomes 
in contaot with the native, and as, unfortunately, it sometimes 
happens, both sides have some misunderstanding, resulting in his be'ng 
placed in the criminal dook. As Generals Wil~on and Sir D. Stewart 
prepared to make over the British soldier to tbe jurisdiction of 1Jative 
Magistrates P Have tbey oonsidered the evils that may arise, the dis­
oontent tha.t may ensue amongst those by whose aid the country is 
mainly held? Are· they prepared to hear of t.he resenting of a trial in 
uoh Court of a British soldier by his comra.Jes, and the subsequent 

Boenes that may arise P Are they ready to go against ",bat I feel sure 
wQuld be tho opinion of every ofB.oer commanding. Let them pause 
a.nd consider well these few words ere they speak on this measure on 
Friday: let them give it the fullest consideration, ere it to be too late, 
i. the advice of 

AN OLD INDlq. 
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TO THill IlIDITOa OF TRill IlINOLIBHHA.N. 

Srn.,-It is premA.ture now to attempt. to draw any moralsuggelt.e:i 
by the exoitement tba.t pervades Calcutta society anu overflow. daily in 
your oolumns. But one point is so prominent that I would IlJlk leave 
briefly to notice it. 

It is h&rdly rrcdible that we are only one short month from the 
Trades' dinner, aml the mutual admiration which it glorified. So 
Violent a transition must bav mor t.han surface causes. It is general. 
ly a.llowed that the Government 01 a country is what the sooia..lforce l 

ill existenoe compel it to be, and that the greatest of the active 80cial 
foroes is opinion. The native Jurisdiction BHl ill alleged to be baled 
not only on opinion, but on an ovar helming pxpre£8ion of it. The 
facts and the phrllJle ho; e been mucli criticis d, and th y m rit it. J will 
only lay here that they oontain an absolute misapprehension. There 
was no consensus, nor was the opinion in any sense 0 erwllelming. 
Hence, I am led to infor, some great defect in tl:.e way hi which opinion 
is oolleoted or represented. It is a common remark that tbere i. 
no publio opinion in India, and this, in one sense, true, is beoause 
11.8 a rule that ">pinioIt is quiescent and not acti ve. But recent eVllntll 
sbow tlll~t it not only exists, but is extremely sensitive, and, when 
roused, a real power that must bo reckoned with. But to give tW. 
to power its l~gitimate and regular influencE', it mu~t bo organi d. And 
this brings me to my proposal tbat we Rhould establish in Caluuttl\ a 
political Club, on the model of 'the similar institutions in England. 
The Club should be political in the widest sense, and of course not 
based on tbe party Shibboleths prevalent at home; on the oontrary, it 
should bea oounterpoise to the growing and very miscbievous tendency 
to r produce in this oountry party spirit and misleading analogies. 
The Club which I contemplate would be the centre and focus of an 
opinion that might really bo relied on. . 

At present we have nothing of tbe kind. Indian SOCiety is steeped 
in officialiem, and there is some truth in Colonel Chesney's apparent 
paradox, that men would do thcir work better if they did it les8 
'1'hll ~engal Club by no rr.eans IJ.DSWerS tbe purpose. It. 
is a ' sowewb&t dun and decaying institution, but whether it 
might not. be galvanised into new and vigorous life by being placed, 
in commemora.tion of theee events, on a political basis, it is for its man. 
agers to consider. The United Service Club is, of course, the reVel'8e of 
what id wanted; for, in combination with tbat pe tiJent table of prece­
dence, it simply aggravates an alrea.dy serious evil. Let us h,ave 0. Club 
where it will be pleasant to metlt, and where the questions of the day 
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e&n be discusaed fully and freely with all the side ligbts ot Qonfiicting 
interestil and varied experiences. A.re· we so im mcrsed in OUr plea.sure~ 

and dead to our duties as to pl'ovide a habitation and 0. name for the 
lighter amenitieij of lawn-tennis and Saturday eveni repre~entations, 
while we make 110 provision for aiding those in authority among us by 
tlle best safegll/wd of free institutions P 

CIVILlAN. 

Calcutta, Mlll'oh 7. 1888. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN. 

BIR.-Political agitation, part.iculR.r1y whan based upon ro.ce differ­
ences, is groatly to be deprecated in India, but, the Government baving 
forced it upon the European community, self-preservation compels that 
community to a.ct in self-defence. and, if ntlcessary, tbe war mDy readily 
be ca.rried into the opponent's camp. (' 

A. strong political Defence Association hS"ing been formed 
addresses might be drawn up demanding the abolition of the numerous 
legal privileges of natives, insisting on the appcarance of native ladies 
in Courts, 'c., &c. Strongly worded pr.otcsts against natives' privileges 
would bring bome to the general body of natives wbat equality means. 
'fhis would bring th general body over to the opinion that it would be 
wise to let the rights of Europeans alone. 

BRITON. 

CHITTA GONG. 

A.t the meet;ng of Europeans at the Club Duilding on the evening of 2nd 
instant. it WOJl propo ed by Mr. W. F. ilallldll>Y and eooeded by Mr. S. D. 
Mu.rtin.-

I. That in the opinion of this meeting the proposed lI.Dlendment of the 
Oriminal Preoedlue Code is inopportune. 

n. That we consider Engli h men and women have in4erited the right 
to be tried by their own oountrymen, nnd vigorously protest against any in 
terfereuce with this ri!:lht. Carriod uuanimou ly. 

ALFRED J . DOWLI G, 

Ohairma". 
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.Present orJepres~nted :-F. MoL. C!U'ter, W. F. Hnllidn.y, S. J. M.artin, 
R Maguire. J. F. Mill, J. A .. Cave-Brown , W. D • .Lowri~, A. F. Bruce, J. 
L. Macpherson, A. BrownlOw, A. Watson, R. N. Pritchard, J. D. Gwilt, E. 
Good, J, Fergus on, E. P. Wood, T. G. Burnell, and A. F. Obwling. 

, 
The feeling among the planting oommunity and Europeans in BehaI' hns 

been 80 very intense on the subjeot of the propo ed amendment of the 
O. P. O. that a very numerously attended meeting was held at the Club hou~e 
at Mozuft'erpore. on Monday, the 11th Maroh, under the presidenoy of AIr. 
W. B. Hud~on, Seoretary of the Behar Indigo Planters' A~seoiation. Other 
meetings were simultaneously convened at Motiivl.ri, ·Chapra. Sowall, Dar­
bhanROo, Somastipur, Manjhaul, and during the oour.e of tile day ruivioe8 
were reoeived from all these stations idenoing a widesJ)roa.U unanimity on 
the letolutions propo ed ~ them, and which at Mozufferpore Mr. ' Hudson 
introduoed in the following speeoh :-

GENl'LEMEN,-From the reports of the Itlte }lublio meeting to protest 
against the Bill to give natives jurisdiction over European British subjeots 
you will have seen how the interest of men isolated, as mo t of us are here: 
have been looked after by our brethrell in Caloutta. 'Ve owe a deep debt of 
gratitude ~ the,promoters of thllt meetiog, lind more especially te Messrs. 
Keswick, Branson and the other speakers for their plain denunoiation of tho 
mistake thllt has beenma.do in [Ittemptingto remove a siugle jot of the rights 
lind privileges -we enjoy II.~ gllarantee~ of thu,t doarest right of a free· born 
man-his liberty. For the last week I have beon inundated by letter from 
planter and other non-olficiais, calling on me M Secretary of the Pauters' As­
sociution to hold public meetings in the district8, RO that tho voice of the 
hundreds of European residents cattered over North Behar might reu.ch Go­
vernment. As I had already addressed Sir S. Bayley on the subject, I wish 
to ,reeeive his reply before cnlling meetings IlS requested, so that that reply 
might be ]llaoed before them and be It guide to liS. M to whether it would rod­
ly be neoessary to memorllllise the Viceroy on the subjeot. 

For my own plIrt, I did not think it would be. I WIlS strongly persuaded 
thllt this Bill had been introduoed in entire 'goorance of the po ition in which 
thouSllIIds of non-official Europeaos found tb '3mselves in the interior, lind of 
their feelings on the subject; and that I'~ 8000 as those had bee~ brought to 
the knowledge of Lord Bripon, he would havo ordered the attempt at legisla­
tion on this subjeot to be relinquiihed. However, Sir S. Bayley telegraphed to 
me three dltYs ago t\1at there w uld be ome deIa.y in my receiving a reply to 
my leltter, conbe<luen ly I yielded to the gelleml desire and caned meetings 
this day lit convenient place a~I .wer North Dehar, and to the different gentle­
men who will preside, mostly D! trict Secretaries of the Planters' Assooia­
tion, I wrote as follojvS :-

"My DEA.R SIR,-From all sides I am urged to call publio meetings to 
protest against the Bill before the Council to give native Magistrates jurisdio- . 
tion over Europea.u British subjeots. and us it is to be di,scussed on tho 
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pth instant,th~re is no time to be lost. I have, therefoJle, wired you • 
pn the 8ubject to-day (March 1st), asking you to hold a meeting of all 
European residellts on Monday next, and like meetings will be held simul 
taneously in all the other distriots. I propose thnt tho following resolu ion be 
put to each meeting, and, if it be passed, that I be at.thori by tl16 Chair­
man of the different, meetings by wire to forlVllrd it as the unanimous repra­
IIEIntation of the non·omoial residents of North Behar to Sir . Bnyley, with 
the request thnt he will lay it before tho Vioeroy. I think in such n matter 
!lhreate are entirely out of place. It is foolish to threaten 1I'1Ieu tl:.ere· is no 
power to ooerce, and it is only fair to Governmellt to give tllem credit for 
~umoient oonsideration towards their best subjeot.~ (Elurcpeans) to prevent 
them forcing /I. mouure upon us for whioh t.he country is Dot fit . 

. Now that the voice of the comm4nity have he~ heard over the length 
and breadth of the lnnd protesting against the proposed mea-Ure, you will soo 
that due weight will be given to the well·founded objection8 that have been 
urged Iijlainst it. 

Two thoueand two hundred yenrs ago this Province of Behar was known 
as the kingdom of Magadha. A oelebrated man asoended the throne thon in 
B. C. 825. He headed a national iusurrection and expelled' from tile Punjab 
Illl the Greek troops and oolonists who had be~n esLab lshed there by 
Alexander the Great, and placed himself 00 the tbrone of the "Five 
Rivers." This hero' name WIl8 haodra Guptl1, the Greek andracotillB. 
·Well. gentlemen. in these dnys another Gupta has arisen liS a revolu· 
tionist; but he is not, I think, the calibre of mIL" to drive the Dehar 
Mounted Rifles out of Behar. (LILU 'hler). nut h demands jurisdiction 
over Europaan .nrit·~h subJects; lLnd I think there is a very good reason 
for saying that he is not fit for it. A short ti me ugo Gupta' s father and 
unole were olLndidatos for a Munioipal 01 etion, and he himself had can· 
v&8sed. 'l'horetore, when the esso \vu laid bero!' him, he shonld at onoe 
have said" I am not the man who ought to try it." If tho parties had aid l­
«We have confidence," well and good. 'rhe oharg were theft and breaoh 
of the Postal Act. AllY m'Ln of sense would ha7e een t lmt no amount ot 
e'Yidenoe oould substantinte a oharge of theft. But Gupta allowed months to 
go on, squandered in the work of collenting evidenoe b~nring on the theft 
charge. Eventually it beesme clear llmt the :\Iagi8!mte c ,ntemplated 
drawing up a formal ' chargo of theft and tr! iug tIle IIcou~ed on it. 
Upon this Branson jumped up for tb~ d~reuce and nUudcd to the facts 
of the case, · sayiug that if the drp. wing up of a charge of theft were 
really oontemplated and the Magistl'!lte intend d t rying it himself, it 
was proposed to go up to the Iiigh ourt to geL the case tra.n8fen·ed. 
Tableau !-Muoh indignation on the part of Gupta! 'Wben up jUIllR6d 
Gl\8per on the other ~ide to suggeaL tl at the knot might be untied, 
by Gupta, after drawing up the oharge, commitl.illg the Men ad in tead of 
trying hiJn. Gupta a~ once Ilceedes!! CIlll anything be more monstrous. 
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No waiting, then, but great how of deoi ion at wrong momont. Tho re8Ult 
was tl::at when the matter cruue before the R i!\h Court. the theft WI\8 quiokly 
dropped under what llJIlounted to the Judgo'~ direl)tion, and the aeou ed "a 
fined I . 50 under the Postal Aot. 

ow thll Governllicnt proposition is; not to do away with all rae distinc­
tions (thoy have not the courago of their opinion), but to allow certain 
individuals to xeroise the pOlVers of their positions without limitution on 
accoutlt or race; the argument being that they must be such exceptionally 
good men, as to be fit fot' the purpose. It is, I think, It. strong argu­
ment to Slly, "Look u.t the num who started t ho diffioulty, and who 
is (ex·" ypotltese) on of tho first men who would be entrusted with the 
dw ision of ca. os whioh u.dmitted ly requi!'a e ceptionu,l}lowers of firmuea. 
and discretion. Look at him Oll th first occasion lin whioh ho is Con­
fronted with [1 onse l' lIiring ~ome ipg more than the ordinary routiuo 
procedure-look at tho remarkable u.b on co of equity and Brmne ! (Hear, 
hear). This is tho man who d mands that our liberties, the liberties for 
whioh our aoce tors have fought-kings, nobles and prelates-should be 
entru ted to him! (j)erL~ion). 

Now, ~ ntlomen, arier what b~ been said for us iu Caloutta, I 
have little fyrLber to AAY, except to propose thi resolution. The pluin 
truth about our pORitioll appears to me to be this: 'Ve conquered 
Indio. by thu sword, we hold it by tho sword, and will hold it agaiust 
~U odds ? .A lOllS as it i:! .kept IlJainly in view that Indi", with it 250 millions 
of people, is heM and administered by one hUDd.r~d thousand British, the 
sympu.tIJy of evory hone t man of the governing raoe will be with 111e Ilovern­
ed, and tbeir shortcomings and .prejudices will be pardoned and respected, 
their ou toms treated tenderly. But, onoe place the races in juxta-po ition 
as equa.ls in every way, and then commence a. moe struggle which will only 
eDd by the political effaoement of one of the two. That one will not, I 
believe, be the Brit.ish, and even if it were, another European nation would 
take our place. '.rhe fact of our having infused II. few of our national virtues 
iuto a few trained m~n, is but a poor plan to advance for upsetting the present 
poli tical and j ltdieial status oC the race • 

'ow, gentlemen. I hail put thi resolu ion; but it must bo borne 
iu mind "hat, should Govel'llment show f'lrther disregard for our feelings and 
iuterests in thi~ matter, thi! meetinll i only tho beginning of \JIll duties in 
reg'lfIJ to it, A :t ~ca,tt Ml commullty. we sball havo few ol1portunitie8 of dia­
CU~$ing it toga her, but by combinution alld ~\' ith the aid of those truo friouda 
iu Cnlcutta wlJo ~iu not, ill their owo seourity, Corgat their br thrcn iu tboir 
lonely hOIUC.'i ill tue interio .. -plea~e God, if uece arl'. our "oioes will be beard 
iu We:Jtmil1~tel' ltsel!. Alld our motto must be moderation, pa.tienoe, 
11IId ullyiclJ.ing firmne . (Uear, heur.) I cannot conoludo without bitterly 
l'~proilchlllg thos!) who have !)laced US in the positiou that we &1'0 to-da.y, '!lei 
thu forced us to, perh .. plI, wound i he feelil)g! ot old I11d ,.tuod frIencit 



amonpt our Dativo brethren (Loud applause.) Mr. Hudson then moved Ule 
following reeolution :-

.. 1.'hat all present at this meeting protest against any inwrferenoe 
with tbe rights we enjoy WJ EuropClln British subjects iu Iodia. That 
we believe thllt it is only ignorance of the position . in whioh thousands 
of Europeans are placed in the interior that permittel'mte propo8al to 
gin Datives jurisdiction over European British subjects to be placed befllre 
the Council, and that we authorise the Secretary of the Behur Indigo.Planters, 
Auoeiation to reque t the Hon 'ble Sir Steuart Bayley to I'>.lace this our hum­
ble but firm protest before H.;E. the Viceroy in the:assurnnce that Lord Ripon 
will not permit our mo t cheri hed privilege of being tried by our peel'tl to be 
taken away from us. 

Mr. A. Rennie, of Rani Syedpore, in risiugto second tho resolution, urged 
that the temperaw language employe~ inadequately oexpre cd the feeling& 
which possessed him for one, and which, lookinJi (llI'Ound him, it was apparent 
poll8essod the districts. He WWl quite certain that t he ense of tho meeting 
Will Ion indigo ant protest against the contemplated escheat, not of their privil­
eges, but what it WWl the bOWlt of every Englishman to regard as his right. Be 
therefore moved the substitution of the word~ .. indignant" and .. rights" in 
place of "humble but firm" and of "privileges." The amendment WWl roceived 
with uproariousappinuse, and the resolution WWl cnrried [unauim"ysly. 

The following names of gentlemen present were then subscribed to the 
resolution :-

M. J. Wilson, W. Mackenzie, W. Maogregor, A. Marfarline, L. Orgi. 
A. Tripe, J , Tripe, R . Browne, W . Short, H. Collingnidge, C. Lange, J. C. 
Barton, F. W. Bnn,on, A. S. V'ipaD, A. MacIver, H. Mallncrs, E. Manners, 
J. Grant, A. S. Moloney, T. Ba.l'cluy, W. K. Wilson, J. Barela.y, M. G. 
Wilson, H. Mo eley, G. Robertson, E . Murra.y. A. Murray, L . Bean, F. O. 
V'ipall, C. F. Ruxton, J . l,eadoll, H. Spry, T. Lamp, C. Maopherson, 
H. Holloway, F. Byng, L. Berkley, E. Llewhelliu, C. ewell. J. Whitty 
J. NWlh. E. Stonewigg, A. Rennie, W . Elliott, W. Cox, C. Simp Oll, M: 
Lloyd, R. Carruthers, G. Smith, J . Ronuld, E. Thomas, G. Sutherlund, H . 
Jones, H. Willock, B . Caine, C. Day, H. Cox, 9. Browne, F. Fletoner, <3-: 
Collingridge, E. l't:1oore, B . Berrill, E. Vincent, P . SteveD8,:E \ teven , 
¥.Lines. W. Mackenzie, J. Wilaoll, J. Mackinnon, J. Filsnte, J. Sevestre, 
G. Hume, A. Ogilvy, R Cory ton, G. Louis, H. only, W. Dixon, C. Daniell 
V . Hickley, J. S. Begg, W. Finoh, J . Finoh, J. Sut.herland, W. Crowdy; 
C. Inillis, F. Nibblot, It. Lethbridge, C. Pearsoll, F. Wyatt, E. Hooley, R. 
Wilson, A. Blechendon, N. Hickley. 

Mr. Rennie thon rose to mnke a furthcr proJlOsition in these words:­
GENTLEMEN,-Passing resolutions and ending pet.ition8 to the Govern­

ment of this oountry are exoellont measuros in their way, but in. 
CIlIle like the present thill may not be enough; we may have to proceed 
urther. in *0 eveut of o~r petitions proving fruitl... Therefore I 
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propose that' we should send petitions to our severnl town and country 
members of Parliament at Home, (hear, hear) I18king tbem severally 
and iodivitlually to help and protect us in tbi our hour of need iu 
upboltling our rights 118 free-born Dritons, that they WIll' not be toru 
from U9. Also that we should. ono and all, get our rohltions and 
friends to meet the mombers in question and present our petitions, impr ing 
on them tho ijQriouslle to u and many near nlld dear to u , of this questiou, 
and that we should take every step in our power to make them cognisllut of 
the true faots of the case, thus strengthening their haud and guiding them 
ill their vote when this mutter is brought forwnrd in PUrlitlment, as it as3nred­
]y will be. in the event of this rndicnl insanity being CILl'ried to Ii hend ! 
(Loud and continued applau e.) 

• 
March 9. 

SPElOIAL T~LEGRAM: 

Maaras,Jlarck 5. 
A meetiftg oe Europea.n British subjects, chiefly pllliDters 

residing in tha W naad and neighbourhood, will be held on 
Frida.y next £01' the purpose of entering an earnest protest 
against the passing of Mr. Ilbert:s Bill, as being not only pre­
mature in itself, but calcula.ted to seriously injure the prosptlct. 
a.nd prestige of European British Bubjects, to engender class 
irritation, and to check the inflow and distribution of Euro­
pean capitl\.l throughout the mufasal. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISnl1A1i, 

Sm,-I think I am expres ing & widely felt sentiment when I ask you, ot 
50me competent authority. to rulu upon a point of BIJecial interest at the pre­
sent orisis-the relation of members of t Logi<ll:ttive Council to any mflll8ure 
brought before them by a' member of the Executive Counoil. .It glllnce at 
the! composition of tbe Coullcil under the Act of 1861 will show that it 
consists of 19 members including the Viceroy. of whom 7 are ordinarY mem­
bers of the Executive Council. a.nd 11 are additional memQcrs, consistiug of 
5 oftloialllOrson~, of Ivhom the Lieutenant-Governor or Oengal is ex-oftleio, 
and 6 non·officials, of whom 4 are'ua.tives. It is obvious tha.t if there be any 
I&w or other compulsion which r~qnires the officinl element to vote one w01 
on &111 oocaeion, then any cleciaioll of the ma.jority must be a forego~ con-
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OIWliou. Let us ~ whether there is any such neceseity, whic'h, of oo\lree. 
would mnke a {nroe of discussion and of the decision nrrive-d at. I 

It is sometimes argued that members of the Executive Council are bound 
by the analo~y of the English Cabinet, and thnt any dissent should be accom­
panied by resignation of oillce-the invariable course at home, ns te<lently 
adopted by Mr. Bright. 'l'he same analogy is said to a]lpty, thaugh with 
less stringency, to the additionnl official members, absolute freedolll heing 
reserved ouly for the remaining non-official members. 

Is this 80 ? I submit that such a vie I\' is J.lot only entirely un upported 
by the Iudian Councils Act, but is opposed to the whole theory of the 
constitution. Of compulsion by law there is absolutely no trace; on th\! 
oontrary, the lalv provides that the Governor-Gencrnl can set aside the even 
unanimou~ opinion of his 'advisers, au~ CIliLl mako ordinance, in hill own 
Mme, hlliving the foroe of law, a proy~ioD whieh olearly contemplate.~ and 
legitima.tises the di sent of his constituted advisers. And as regards tile 
theory of the ooustitution, I conteud that members of the Executive Coulleil 
are expre sly appointed to supply the profes ional koowlcuge aud local 
experionce whio11 the Viceroy will u ually lack; that the IClW contemplates 
their dissent and provides for it; aud that consequontly any vote not uppport­
ed solely by sincere oonviction has the effect of dopriving the nd!Uinistmtioll 
of 80 Il1uoh ot that professional knowledge and experienoe" which it wa 
the objeot of 'tho appointment to secure. If thi$ viow be oorrect, nuu if tho 
aualogy of the English Cabinet be false alld Ini81eading ill the cuse of 
melllbers of tllo Executive Council, ii fOl·t'io,.i ofIicial additi~llItl members 
are uuder no oompulsion whatever-none ut least that they could avow 
-to vote ' otherwise than striotly aooording to their honest conviotions. I 
might brin~ repeate j precedents to support this view throughout, e. g., the 
oognate deba.te of 1872, when the Government was defeated, and when the 
minority on the division inoluded the majority of the Exeoutive Counoil. 
I do not stay to oousider the view whether liberty permissible on an amend-
ment is not, of oourse, equally permissible on a 13ill. , 

Now, Sir, I will say nothing 'about the Native Jurisdiction Bill on its 
merits; notbiog about its most rema.rka.ble autecedents j 'nothing about ita 
momeutous coosequences. All thi will be set forth to-da.y with foroo and 
authori~y to whioh I lay no cla.im. BuL I ask yon to call upon thoso who 
will take part in to·day's debate to wei~h well their uudoubted, conslitutional 
rights and duties, and tG do justice to their grellt trll~t . It is possible, for tue 
freaks of nature are infinite, that thoro 111ay bJ mi:llb au coustitntod as to be 
hone tly conviuced that the'NativeJul'i 'diotioll nill is 8llpportou by ar~n. 
menta that 8Rtisfy pl'Udent prRctical statesmanship; but if such miuds fail to 
show adequate grouud for the faith which is iu them, tho illeviLable cOllolu­
sion will be that otller unworthy oonsidlll'lltiou~ !Lre aL work; tllat by indi~J1i_ 
tits mon sometimes oome to uignitie ; alld tue II'hole Anglo-Indian comllluuity 
will mark in wuat form u.ud when the thirty pieoes of silver will be pa.id, an4 
thll1 wlll ~OiD with lUe, 1 trl.ll~, iu the prA¥er thit tile rOci1)iOl:ltl witll hll 



blushing hon~urs thiok upon him, may still oomplete the a.nalogy to his great 
prototype, 

CIVIIIi, 

There is not even the remotest shadow of a question of the 
accuracy of tht> view put forward in the letter of our correspon. 
dent" Divis" r tJgal'ding the position of the official mem bers of 
the Couucil. It is inconoeivable to us how any man could 
llOneatly hold a. different view j £01', while the law leaves the 
members in que tion absolutely free to speak and vote accord. 
ing to their con'l"ictions, auy ~her con tl'ucLion of Lb ir duty 
would stamp the ouncil as an ~)aborate fraud, 

If there was ever an OCOIl. ion on which th member of the 
Council, whatever their official position, and whatever the degree 
or manuer of pressure brought to bea.r upon them, were bound 
to speak ou t felLrles ly and ho'neatly, it is tliis, when the UOl'ea· 
soning oblieinacy of the head of the Governtnent and hi more 
intimate aJvisel's threatens to launch the country UpOIl a sea 
of trouble the shores of which no mftll can S6 , 

The letter from n.n officer of a larg gltrri on which we 
printed Oil Wedne day, descl'ibing the intellse indlgn tiou 
which pel'vl1d s the Bl'iti h army in India is one of soverA.I to 
the 8:l.me, or similar purport, and is more than confirmed by 
wbat we hear freely spoken on all ides, The letter of Ml'lI, 

Beveridgp, <1, Jady well known for ber kindly sentiments towardll 
natives, and for her exertions in their behaJf, speaks the feel. 
ings of every Engli hwoman in India, 18 the Government 
prepared to inaugurate a new era. in which not only will it bave 
to govern India without the <; mpitLhy of Eoglishnlen, but 
every honourable Englishwoman will l' garll the conntl'y with 
loathing und a horrence i' 

, 

We publish elsewhere an advertisement, announcing the 
formd.tion of a European and Anglo-Indian Defence Associa· 
tiOll and inviting sub cripf.ions from the communities inLf'rest. 
ed in it!:! support, The growing feeling of ioseouritJ' created 


