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- Inopening the pmeedmgs the Master said i —Gentlemen,—It was
decided at our last Committee Meeting that a public meeting of the
. Association should be held this morning to consider the proposed amend-
ment of the Criminal Procedure Code, and we are ‘now met togef«hei'
_to carry out this ob;ect
Most of us were, no doubt, present at the Town Hall last evening
at the meeting held under the presidency of the Sheriff of Calcutta,
and heard the powerful speeches of Messrs. Keswick, Branson, Pitt-
Kennedy and Finter, and all of us will doubtless sign the memorial
which it was then decided should be presented to His Excellency the
~ Viceroy in Council, and also to the Secretary of State for India.
But it has, neverthelesss, heen considered desirable that the Cal-
cutta Trades Association should alsg take steps to make a distinet re- ;
presentation from th®r own body to His Excellehey in Council, but
whether in the shape of a memorial or in the form of Resolutions was
left for this meeting to decide.
T will now call upon the immediate Past Master of the Association
to propose the first Resclution.

Mg. ZemiN in proposing the frst Resolution, said :—Gentlemen,—

Mr. Pratt having explained to you the object of this meeting, I feel it

to be needless to offer you any further explanations on that point.

From a time beyond the recollection of experience of any of you here

present, the qﬁestiou, whenever it has been raised, of such a ‘change

as that now proposed in the criminal law of the country, has been the
cause of difference and opposition between our rulers and the En-

ropean British subjects of Her Majesty, calling forth from the latter

all the strength and enmergy latent in the English character in
resenting the intended ercroachment on rights that have coi m*,,

b down to them from their forefathers. On all such occasions our

\‘-‘ Association has ever borne a prominent part ; and true to our instinets,

o we uiaet here to-day to testify our strong sense: of disapproval of the

meunre now before the Govem‘nent of Lord Ripon. (Apphme,) i

Genﬂemen, you were all witnesses, no doubt, of the strong emotion
and the outburst of feeling which were called forth in the large
assembly at the public meeting held yesterday at the Town Hall, . 1 -
give it to you on my experience of the past thirty years in Calcutta, that

. I never witnessed a meeting so enthusiastic, or one at which the people
present wereso moved with one common passionate feeling of resent-
ment against a sense of wrong as that of yesterday. But, gentlemen,
our proceedings here to-day need mot be marked by any such outburst

MR, ZEMIN.
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mwh;*b!mourmhumupuuion of our sense of the u
- sary and uncalled for character of the proposed olmup in

‘criminal law. And we know from our experience of the j\ut‘ﬂ> 2

uyight character of the present Government that any .
ﬁpkﬁn made to it, and whieh is based on a principle a! s
- mot likely to be disregarded. Nor is it necessary now thEt we = uld -
consider in detail all the arguments which can be urged against ‘the pro-
pondmeuure Those arguments have been set forth very fully and
ably in the Press, and that not only in editorial leaders, but in the
mimberleu letters with which the papers have literally teemed during

o

tho last fortnight. I therefore lay before you the first Resolution, which

_ i8 to the following effect +—

- 0
'« That the Association regards with alarm tne proposal now before

the Government to amend the provisions of the Code of Criminal Pro«
cedure, 1882, in so far as they relate, to the exercise of jurisdiction over

4

European British subjects ; and that the members of the Association

i _now in meeting assembled desire to record their emphatic disapproval of
" the proposed amendment as being impolitic, vnnecessary, and repugnant
" to the feelings of Her Majesty’s European British subjects in India.”
Mr. Warwis said he was glad of the opportunity of seconding this
. Resolution, but that e thought there was no necessity for him to dwell
-.t any length on the subject after the success which had attended the
: Moeﬂng at the Town Hall when expression had been given to every view
_ of the question. He would simply second the Resglution, and would
 take this opportunity of endorsing all that had been said against the
mpoued amendment of the Code.
The Resolution was put and carried unanimously, . .
% Mr. Irvine then moved the next Resolution,which was in the !ollmv
lng terms 1—
: “ That this Association, in view of the recent public demonlfntim
. of fgd)ng and opinion on this subjecton the part of Her quuty
~ Burdpean British subjects thronghou‘ the country, and the rqn-m
tions already made to the Government, feel it to be needless ‘to sub-
\ﬁu, in respect thereof, a separate memorial; desires, thouforo; ’

rﬁt" ¥

. warded to the Secretary te the Government of India in ﬂu
Loghhhve Department, with a letter signed by all the members of the
uocishon, for submission to His Excellency the Viceroy in Council | as

i.n unanimous expression of their views, and o! theure-peouul. pm

ME. IRVING. : s

copies of the Resolutions passed at this meeting be for-
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' The Hon’Lle Mr. CArTa~ESS, mnoconding the '.B.elolution, ul&%
~ the members of the Trades Association did not require to memorialise

el not consider it necessary, but that they could, as business men, exptell T
il that they had to say in the form enbodied in the Resolution,and
- ‘that all that could besaidon the subject had been already said, and
* dispassionately. He thought, perhaps, it would be better not to weaken

the Government on this very important question, not because they dﬂ :

the effects of the meeting which bad*been held last evening, and the

- speeches made which, no doubt, all those present had listened toat the
 Town Hall, and he could add nothing which eould be more eloquent and

“more urgent. He considered ﬂ:’t the Association should join in

" the emphatic and wif® protests witich were coming in from all parts

of this great Empire with reference to this unfortunate and dis-

& . turbing proposal of the Government. It was a very unfortunate cir- i

cumstance that the Government, in their attempts to promote and

“ameliorate the condition of the natives, to enlist their sympathies in
* favour of the Birtish Government, and in endeavouring to strengthen the

loyalty of the natives to the British Government, had introduced an
amendment which was of so retrognade and unwise a character that, in St
‘his opinion, it would throw back, as Mr. Branson had stated yesterday, 0 i

 that desirable consummation for at least a quarter of a century. After

many years, sgomething like a social friendly feeling had been cre.ied.
by the efforts of many worthy gentlemen, amongst whom mig‘ht be ’
mnumbered Mr, J. B. Knight, and others, in the good work. But Aho'
felt very sorry that the movement against which the spirit of
opposition was so widespread, and which had been so urgently
brought to the notice of the Government should at this time be
entertained. They ull felt that it was a distinot encroachment on
‘what European British subjects had enjoyed for some years for how
_many he did not know, or when it began. It was not aprivilege which

W

* wasconferred on them by the "Government, but it was a right which

’Engluhmon enjoyed as their birthright, and therefore to throw among

them, as Mr. Branson had eloquently termed it, the apple of discord, was,
. he thought, a most unfortunate and impolitic messure, and it was ata
‘Qarﬂeularly inopportune time that this amendment of the law had been
~ introduced. Thepresent Government had evinced a sincere desire to

" enlist the sympathies of the natives in the Government of the country.

X 'l‘heyhud introduced a scheme for Local Self-Government, & very

hrga and important scheme, by which they would place in tbn
MR.OAITHNBSS. ; _ p
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! hmdl of natives hrge power. There were many. other - to

which he need not allude ; for instance, the privilege wh‘ich native
females enjoyed to be examined in Courts as purdah nasheeu, snd
other privileges. These were privileges to which Europeans had nover
objected, and ta which their own ladies laid no claim. Many na.tiveu of
distinction had been exempted from attendance in Civil Courts. Had a

" gingle European voice been ever raised against these puivileges ? 'Then

the natives were allowed to affirm, when European British subjects were
not allowed to give evidence unless sworn upon the Bible. Then again,
have Englishmen ever objected to the many social privileges which
natives enjoyed ? They enjoyed caste privileges, marriage privileges
which were never interfered with, and he did not think that any
measures which aimed at the benefit of the natives of the coun-

try, even when they were in sline degree ¢opposed to European .

notions, had been resented by them. On the contrary every measure
introduced for those objects so far asisto the benefit of the natives
was received in a broad and liberal spirit, and it was a fact that they
had never opposed any project of the Government which had for ite
object the amelioration of the condition of the natives. Not a single
voice had been raised against such projeet. But this was a proposal to
do away with all race distinction, and he need not say it Was entire-
ly a false conclusion, Hedid not think they could do away with race
distinctions so long as the two races existed. He did not believe that
natives considered it a slur cast upon them that they should not be
allowed to have jurisdiction over European British subjects. The
natives, 8o far as he could judge, had never demanded this privilege,
and he did not consider that they required it, because even supposing
the measure would be passed, a very few covenanted District
Magistates would have power to try Europeans, the large mass of
native magistracy would still be debarred. How would it do
away with race distinctions? He thought the Gevernment of India
should remember that the condition of the natives of the country
could mever be what the Government declared it to be, and
would be what the European consensus of opinion would ~declare it
&o be. Their condition could never be altered by the Government and
could only be what it was by the consent of the British community. He
had said more than he intended to say on the subject, and he had now

 toask them, in putting the resolution, to adopt it in a spirit of fairness

and of moderation towards their native fellow subjects. They did not

distrust natives entirely, they did consider that there were many among .
them who were quite competent to try Europeans, but he ntust say that
~ MR. CAITHNESS, i
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he regarded the proposed bill as an infringement upon their rights
© 'and privileges, and as such, called for their most emphatnc protelb and

consistent resistence to the end.
After a short discussion as to whether a memorial should not be

forwarded to the Government against the alteration of the criminal
law, the resolution was put and carried.
The meeting then came to a close.

Maieh 8.
'SPECIAL TELEGRAMS. '
Chittagong, March 2.

The European Qommumty‘here will hold a meeting this
afternoon to protest against the proposed amendment of the
Criminal Procedure Code. The alarming fact is realised that
whereas the rights of the English race are universally respected
elsewhere, here in India its liberties are at the caprice of a few,
and a strong remonstrance will go up from thus condemning

this outrage on our priveleges.

; Silchar, March 2.

At a meeting hastily assembled here on 1st March, the
following resolutions were passed :—That, notwithstanding the
Glovermental promises to the effect that no Bill would become
law without full time for discussion, this meeting deprecates
the haste with which the Bill is being pushed on as not allow-
ing the European residents time to lay fully their views before
Government, and strongly protest against the same. It was
unanimously agreed that the present meeting view with great
apprehension Mr. Ilbert’s Bill to amend the Criminal Procedure
Code, and beg to record a strong protest against the same as
likely, especially in Mufasal districts, like the tea districts,
to create a still further gap in the already existing race
prejudices, and as being likely to alienate capital from a
* district which has sprung into a prosperous coundition by the -
aid of European energy and capital; that already, before this
Bill has ‘become law, the native press are calling for more
concessions and are protesting against the control of coolies in



Dl.r]ﬂxng ; such a control, too, as contemplated being only wm

_exists in every town in the United Kingdom. The meetxhg,
therefore, strongly protests against any contemplated coﬂ:‘:&-
pl.onl that under the above circumstances, as there {s no-

i ’qun to lay our views befere Government in writing, it is

resolved unanimously that the Assistant Commissioner be

 asked to telegraph these resolutions to the Chief Oommrsswner

to be laid immediately before the Viceroy’s Council. Sl.gned by

twenty-three planters.
o

TOTHE EDITOR OF | HE ENGLISH}AN,
 Bm,—I enclose a cheque as a subscription in furtherance of tho
promotion of a political organization, such as that proposed in your issue
of to-day. Your paperhas provedso firm and zealousa supporter of this
good and patriotic cause, that Ifeel assuredthat you willnot hesitate to

. @id it still more by receiving subscriptions till such time as a special

committee can be formed for that purpose. It is well for all to remember
that this proposed organisation is intended for “defence—not defiance.”
It is in no way meant as an aggressive movement against the native

classes, or any of their just privileges, but as'a permanent consfitutional

- agency for thelegal and legitimate protection of the existing rights of

%

wtu'n other classes in India from complete political annihilation.
A, B. M,
Bengal Club, March 23.
; [N. B.—We shall be glad to receive, and acknowledgo“in our
colnmu, any subscriptions to the proposed fund that may be fomrd’-
ed thus pending the formation of a special committee.~Ep., Eng.]
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70 THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHHAN,

1r,—In connexion with the late meeting at the 'rownHa.n; . &

\Qo\ﬂd recommend that an experienced person be sent to England to
) rdpzdant the matter in its proper light, and to cover this expense, I
~would propose that a subscription list be opened at once. I for one shall
be most happy to give a quarter month’s salary towards this object, and

: U Ithmk every Britisher in the land will be ready to do the same.

~ Leb it not be said that we left one stone unturned in our endea-
~ vours to oppose such an obuoxious Bill,

~ Caloutta, 20d, Mazch 1855,

SHIPPY.




T0 THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN, i
Sm,-—hhy I, through your columns, be permitted to say hov Illl‘

the European residents of this station sympathise [with what you ‘have
written regarding Mr, Ilbert’s Criminal Procedure Code Amendment

Bill ? A largely attended meeting of Eurcpe ans was held here last
evening, and aresolution was passed condemn ing the Bill as most un-

« just. A memorial is being prepared on the subject,andit is proposed

toask the Bengal Chamber of Commerce to forward this to Governmont

along with their own memorial. $
‘Weare a small body of Europeans in this dis trict, and mno Volul.

teer Corps has yet been formed, but the feeling against Government is

- at present so strong that, did suchg corps exist, arms would be laid
. down until we were a’sured of the withdrawal of this Bill. The Darjil-

ing Volunteers are thoroughly sympathised with in their proposed aot-

_tion, and I only hope the Calculta Volunteers will also show ﬁnb

disapproval of such uncalled for legislation in this way.
It is most unfortunate that race animosities should besostreng-
thened as they und oubtedly will be by such discussions. Within the

" past few days there has been more written ealculated to open out sores

afresh than the last ten years have done toheal.

While talking over these matters with an old friend here, astaunch
shikari, most popular with natives and well known to, and much res-
pected by, almost every civili an who has been in the districts of
Rajshahye, Malda, Pubna and Bogra for the past twenty years, ho said
that frequently he has been beseeched by natives to use his influence
in having their cases in court transferred from the file of the Native
Magistrate or Judge, to that of the European. They said they always
got more justice done to them by the European, If this feeling is held *
by natives against their own countrymen , what is likely to be the feel-
ing of the European who may have to be tried by smtlveo!thk
country ?

A ; X. Y. Z
" Serajgung, February 28, 1883. '

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN, By
- 8ir,—1I have read with great satisfaction your various leaders on
the subject of the Criminal Procedure Code Amendment, and consider

* the Buropean community in India under a deep obligation for your
“able advocacy of their rights in this crisis.

The letters of your numerous correspondents show how deeply the
n-official mind has been stirred on contemplation of the threatened
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m ndlthﬁobohopodtmdne weight will be given to Lhdt
remonstrances, and that Government will pause before carrying hto
effect a measure as unpopular as it is uncalled for.

Mr, Ilbert professes to deprecate tinkering legislation, but if his
amendment possesses any element of finality it will not.gommend itself
to those at whose instance it is ostensibly made. The concession can
only be acceptable tothem in the light of a pledge of further progress in
the same direction. In point of fact the proposed amendment is a test
‘case devised in order to ascertain what further burdens might safely
‘be imposed on European shoulders, and were it to pass into law unop-
posed, the legislative mill would at oncebe put in motion to produce
metrah enactment of a still more(dmhc nature.

To those who know how slow the Indian Government is tomove in
any matter of acknowledged public utility, it seems strange that all”
this activity should be evoked by what you rightly style * Mr, Gupta’s
whimper,” and itis hard to look upon him as other thana convenient
stalking horse introduced to screen the real motive power, which
should be looked for elsewhere.

The procedure adopted by Government in attempting to rush the
measure through atall hazards,and the preparations that have been-
made to ensure its receiving the sanction of the Secrctary of State
without & moment’s delay, leads one to the belief that it was intended
to force the amendment upon us nolens volens in obedwnoe to some im-
_ perialistic fiat. v

It may be our Vieeroy’s Council isonly doing what it has been
ordered to do by the Secretary of State for India, and thus to a certain
extent may be free from blame. In one thing, however, it +has
failed and laid itself open to the charge of unfaithfulness:
to the interests of the empire it governs, and that is in not
placing before the home au thorities reliable information as to the recep-

' tion which a measure of this sort might expect from the Europeans in
India. The consensus of opinion collected and forwarded to England
Qlindicthve of the general view could not be received as evidence inany
of Law. The partieu from whom the opinions were elicited, being
qummt officers, eunnot be regarded as free agents. Notwithstand-
ing the embarassment of the position, some of them have spoken out
boldly against the amendment, but most of the others afford good
examples of political hedging, plainly enough indicating that the
answers given were not unaffected by personal considerations. Suppos-
ing the measure were to pass, those benefited by it would be Bengalis,
chiefly, and inasmuch as, except within the limits of the 24- Pergunnahs

.
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; ﬂwBengdi ilregu-dedall over India quite as muchasa foreigner and
interloper as the Englishman it isevident that Government in its )
ty to remove a fancied anomaly, incurs the risk of importing real and -
glaring inequalities into the Code which, leaving the European out of
the question, will intensify the discord between the races.

A Sonthal, Rajput, or even a Behari would consider it an insult to
be classed with Bengalis, and in the North-West the feeling is equally
hostile.

Whether the aversion is unreasonable or other wise—I do not stop
to argue the point—what concerns us is that it exists, and a fact of this

_sort cannot be ignored with safety.

I cannot believe that the amendment will be proceeded with in face
of the determined opposition which your note of warning has called
forth. The united act#on of the Chimbers of Commerce of Calcutta,
Madras and Bombay, must tell with great effect upon the lmperial
Parliament. Many of the members of both Houses have intimate
relations with India, some as partners with firms here, or trading
with this country, and others as Directors or shareholders in the
numerous Joint Stock Companies which are now only beginning
to develop the resources of the country, and it is mnot to be
supposed that they will allow a measure to be sanctioned which,
while conferring a fancied benefit on afew, would inflict a grave injustice
on the many and at the same time endanger the stability of every coms
mercial enterprise in India.

NEMO.

Calcutta, March 1, 1883,

VIEWS OF A MUHAMMADAN.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN.

Sir,~Mr. Ilbert’s Amendment of the Cirminal Procedure Act, not
yet two months old, is based on entirely untenable grounds.

He admits that it is the privilege of the prisoner to be tried in a
particular way, but it is said that what is not bad in y Calcutta cannot
be bad in the Mofussil. This is so outrageous a statement that I .am
surprised it should have been advanced by honest and intelligent people.
There is no public ‘opinion in the Mofussil, and eyen Europeans do not
feel the necessity of that care the want of which led to the case against
Mr. Briscoe. :

Mr. Elliot rightly says that there in no police in the interior eap-
able of dealing with European prisoners, and scandals might easily oceur
in the administration of justice which would lead to excitement and
agitation, and strengthen the race nnta.gmsm which it has taken years
to soften.



Noelm of people hn.ve givon up their rights without & m
mmdmnthubeenpropo-edu a matter of general polioy ut

i' there to recommend the policy, reawakening the -lmnbarlng

’ulionl of a large number of strong and resolute people for thapnrpoie

of [ivingto three or four persons who are yet to appear the WL

tqhg and sentencing three or four men of a certain clasajn the oo

m a dozen years P I was under the impression thata Government

M performs its duty by allaying rather, than exciting pamonl butI
~ mee T was mistaken.

Tt is possible the «claim of the European is based upon sentunemi
~ rather than reason, but the world is governed more by sentiment thm
reason, upeeially the Indian world. The various castes and religions

- of India display, in their refusal to xgtermarry or to intermix, the power
~ of sentiment rather than reason, and“ should prevent Mr. Gupta and
- others like him, from cavilling at the more justifiable sentiment of the -

English, What is an aristocracy but a sentiment ? and even in demo-

eratic America they are going to have an aristocracy. The story told of

Mr. Chamberlain in reference to an aristocratic (the Reform) Club proves

that England is still swayed by sentiment. History proves that semti- .
" ments do not die till replaced by other sentiments. The sentiment of ;
equality between the native and the European is at present merely em-
bryonie itis in fact nothing but a mere wish on the part of some natives -
who belong to the Government service, and a mere blind on, the > part of
those who care more for unreasoning popularity, or who are afraid to
_ utter nnplea.sant truths,
But the Englishman’s sentiment is founded on fact. Does any one
geriously believe that in the conduct of the two classes to each
- other the Englishman is not ever considered the conqueror and the
Indian the conquered? The very continuance of the English people on

~ Indian land is based on their right of conquest, and they are asked to

 consider this right as a wrong sentiment, No doubt the privilegerelaim-

ed by the Europea.ne is an anomaly, but a privilege is alwaysan & omﬂj

‘Women in India are excused from attending Courts—what is this butan
\onma.lgl’ Particular Ra.;a.s and Zemindars are exempt from appearance
g Courts—this is n g less than anomaly. Why should the Europe&n
- forfeit old privileges while the Indian should acquire new ones ?

. The English are the dominant racein India. In spite of what Mr.
‘Gupta or his brother Aryans of Bengal may say or do, the English wiﬁ
.continue to be superior in_civilisation not only to the native of Bengal,
‘bup even of Hindastan and the Panjab for ages tocome, While the
~Englishman has to bear the brunt of preserving order and stability, ha

e
SARL




)

must continue to own the prestige which his name has hitherto carried.

- The Englishman has to lead armies to Assam, Burma, Bhootan,
Kabul—has to oppose enemies and put down insurrestions, has often to-
place himself in the midst of hostile aliens and hourly to expect and
await the fate of the Resident poisoned at Baroda or the fate of Cavag. -
nari. Why should the Bengali, incapable now and hereafter of doing
anything of the kind; why should he envy the European the mark of
a superiority which is undoubted, the possession of a privilege which
does no harm?

‘Why should the Bengali think hnnuelf equal to his conqueror? No
amount of legislative Acts will make the two races equal till, perhlp.,
after.the lapse of a dozen more gengrations, If the Saxons, who were
little if at all, inferior®o the Nornfans, were unable to assert thems
selves till nearly 200 years after the conquest, I think, I have under
rather than over reckoned the period within which the Bengali, who
has never known anything but thraldom, might claim equality with
the Briton, who has never known subjection.

The Lieutenant-Governor of Allahabad promises the Europeans to
nominate ase Justices of the Peace none but those who are fully ex.
perienced and tried. Inother words, he asks them “to give up what
is claimed as a right and receive it back as a favour.” We hope that
no Europeanl will be taken in by the false glamour of liberality apparent
in the amendment. Lawsare made for the welfare of subjects; here
they are made for the convenience of officials. Real Liberalismu oon-
* pists in the acquisition of rights, not the destruction.

The proposed measure is of a piece with the various other acts of
the Gladstone Ministry. Those who can scuttle out of Zululand with«
out retrieving their honour—those who can agree to be turned, bag and
baggage, out of Afghan land without avenging the murder of Cavagnari
may easily sell their birthright fora mass of pottage ; sell their long
and immemorial right for a cheap and low popularity.

It is.said that there would be great inconvenience if all
District Magistrates did not possess equal powers. But the
charge of sub-divisions is given sometimes ,to first class and
sometimes to second clase officers. This difference of powers affects
a large number of people. If the sub-divisional officer has second class
powers he has to send up many persons to the Sadar Station aboub
40 or 50 miles off. In the eyes “of our patriots, however, this is a
small matter ; for what matters it to them whether these poor men
are tried near their houses or far away? There would be no ecldt in
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first blul'pomu 80 a8 to save these poor men some trouble
tiuw, which they can ill spare.

' No member of the Government deigns to examine how much tro able
llun!ed and how much time is lost which could very easilype saved. ut ‘
ﬂf. Gupta cares much for himself; and because a District Magxsttn.te Wi
" may not hereafter be able to try one or two Europeans, every member w21

- of the Government swears that the law must be changed.
o Ifa.ny Huropean cares to acquaint lumm 1f with the feelings of phe

people who lead whatever public opinion there may be in the interior, he
would do well to examine to files of native newspapers, and he will find

that there is no kind of crime and nogumount of cnme which the Euro-
- peandoes nof commit in the Mofussil. Withsuch & strong credulity and:

oonspbmng ﬁm Govemment to invest all sub-divmonnlo:iu with
me

O‘V

+ prejudice it must be impossible for Buropeans tc obtain justice at the ,

‘b&nds of native officers.

'Foryou may besure that if the competxhon civilian gets the power, )

~ the nomination civilian will not be leng behind, and then there would

behotmngtoprevent the power from being conferred on other offi-
 cers, Much has been made of the invidious distincliors that lies

¥
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between the convenanted European and the convenanted native.

But if the convenanted mative were empowered and the nomination
civilian exclided, would there not be aninvidious distinction between
two mﬁvga-—a. distinetion which must bs more p'ointed because less
defensible ? - The nomination civilian is likely to come from a higher

social circle, and this would be an additional reason for giving him

equa.l powers with the competition native.

‘A courseof travel or a temporary sojourn in a foreign countiy may
gln 2 man some new ideas, but it is perfectly impotent in modifying hil
. moral nature, I cannot, therefore, speak highly of English civilutlon
~ ifathree years’ resident in England is sufficient to make Indians equal to
thou who have lived there for generations and centuries; to ml.ka 4
B. L. Gupta and a Suréndernath Banerji equal to Finucane or an

[ 0’ el, or even to a Moseley or a Sharp. The distinction between an
A ﬂg%;:m and native is broad and well remarked—that between -
% tive who has been to England and a native who has not
* been is entirely fanciful. The distinction between these two natives is
o '_ mnpportadby any faetin existence, while that between the European
‘and the native issupported by the differences of color, dresl, hug-unge&
0 nug'lon,politxcalposxhon. and manners, e
1f the competition native gots the power, the onnnnshon civilfsu i

¥ ym aot‘be lotig behind, and you will soon find the whole native magisy




”tedwlththepowor of -itbmg upon their oonquuon Mi i

~ tracy i
Jndge and Jury. For you may be sure that assoon as gum o0

‘become amenable to native Magis trates, a desire will spring up in,.ﬂl‘o ;

official mind to have tho rules of procedure further simplified, and you
mllloon find Me. Guptaand others declaiming against the remaining

: pﬁvﬂege of the Englishman,—against the privilege of bemgttied by
- Bpecial Jury.

The Government must remember that the great body of the peoplo o

are quite indifferent and do not care how the European may be triedj
and that it is only the wish or sentiment of Mr.Guptaand about

,hult-npdosen newspapermongers that has made them propose the amend-

, ‘znenb. On the one hand, there is nothing but an unreasoning whimper ;
mthe other hand thewe is strong aﬁd determ med public opinion, It is

B

their national prestige that enables the English Government to rule

over this vast country and population with sofw bayonets and so few

soldiers ;"letithem pause before they wilfally give up their prestize and
~ try to rule by more bayonets and more soidiers. Let them pause before
alienating the sympathies of their fellow-countrymen; of those men

whose fearlgssness anlcourage were groatly conducive to the safety of
the Empirs during the mutiny. Let them pause before arraying against

themselves the sense and opinion of astrong and resolute body of men

who have never kaown how to lose a-privilege or forfeit aright. :
; MEERZA.
‘February 25, 1883. 3 !

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN,
Sir,—As a Frenchman, I was most grieved to hear from the lips of

one of the able speakers, at the meeting held in the "Town. Hall on'

Wednesday last, a remark disparaging to my countrymen, %

_There may be few Frenchmen in Caleutta, but there are staunch

Qnd true hearts amongst them, and at least on: was beating there in

i_.}on’i"of.the cause of the meeting. 9

Allow me, then, to assure the gentleman in guestion that Frenche

: m are, as mach asany other nationality, jealons of their own rightl,

= lnﬁuepnb!e to the dangers of ot 1loging fheirs.
-+ Indeed, who but Frenchmen  ed enter the field en masse n.ga.imt !

3

ok Enghndin support of the rights of Americans ? Who but Frénchmen

}MM died for the deliverance of Italy from the Austrian yoke ?
W;wi say, but Frenchmen have helped Prussia and Italy with moral,

MW ppve:tul, mppbtt P The first to effect the nnity of Germany,
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' the mond to recover Venetin . Ofhor nations have often sym

‘with their unhappy friends, but it has generally been in fine speeches
and with folded arms. France sympathises “ la main sur Vepee,” if not
# Vepee a la main.”” That is French sympathy. You may then eoupt on
“the hearty good will and support. of every true Frenchman in India,
‘and judging not only from personal feelings,but also from past history,
I make bold to say that in time of need, Frenchmen, above all others,
will be your friends indeed.

. Lafayette and his volunteer's spirit, quixotic though it may seem;

“jsmot extinguished in the breasts of Frenchmen, and, like them, tens

thousands areever ready to fight over the battles of rightand

liberty.

¢ - % ONE OF THEM.

- Calcutta, March 2, 1883.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN.

S1r,—Permit me to say a word in your columns on the subject of
Mr. J. Croft’s letter published in this day’s Daily News and Statesman.

Entirely appreciating the calm and moderate tone of nis criticism
‘upon my speech of Wednesday last,I cannot but admit that I spoke under
very great excitement.

My own extreme repugnance to the measure, so strongly shared by
the vast Meeting 1 addressed, as manifested by their enthusiasm, not
unnaturally acted very strongly upon me, a speaker almost entirely
unused to a responsive audience.

. This must be my excuse for having been led to use language tewards
my native fellow subjects,which I feel to be unjustifiable and personally
offensive, and which I should never have used except nnder the influence
ofveryviolent excitement. I am aware that the great mass of the natives
havenot demanded this measure, and do not desire it, and there a\‘e, many
among them for whom I have very great esteem, Such language forms

mo part of theground on whieh I rest. I regret and sincerely a.polo;z{k
for the use of it, as well tothose to whom it was applied as to the
.umenoe to whom it was addressed.
' That I should have been led by my excitement to usesuch language

mpplned me myself, and I do not fancy that any one has been more
'pi.nd by it than myself,

JAMES H. A. BRANSON.,
March 2, 1883, T
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- SPECTAL TELEGRAMS
Clattagong, March 8. *

The following resolutions were unanimously carried at a
meeting of the European residents held here :—“ That in the
opinion of this meeting the proposed amendment of the Crimi-
nal Procedure Code is totally inopportune ; that we consider
: Enghshmen and women have inherited the right to be tried by
their own countrymen, and vigorously protest against any
interference with thig right.”

z 7 Sylhet, March 4.
At a meeting held here to-day the ‘non-official Europeans
of North Sylhet protested against the new Bill for the Amend-
ment of the Criminal Procedure Code. The Volunteers will
resign to a man if the Bill be passed,

The "Statesman of March 8rd tries to minimise, the effect of
~'the Times’ article on the Criminal Procedure Bill by alleging
that the Times’ Calcutta leader writer had been misled as to
the purport of the Bill by the Calcutta telegram, and that he
imagined that the Bill proposed to take away the reservation
of graver cases to the High Court.

We find, however, that the St. James's Gazette of the 7th Feb-
ruary was not so misled, and that the telegram was not cal-
culated to convey the erroneous opinion suggested.

We find in the St. James’s Gazette the following passage :—
‘ “The Bill, as we understand the telegram in the Times

(which is so far our only source of information on the subject),
does not propose to enlarge the jurisdiction of the Sessions
Judges, or to take away the right of Europeans to trial by a
Jury at the High or Chief Courts in all classes in which a
conviction would presumably be followed by more than a year’s
imprisonment, that is to say, in all serious cases.”

Ir may have been a souvce of surprise to many of our read-
ers that, while the question of the propriety of Europeans and
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“ﬁme& by the oommnmty of the d&nger of the pohcy of ﬂliﬁ
tﬁe ﬁﬁ forms a part. A5
~ We must look beyond the immediate erisis to nb"

‘ﬁm question in its true bearings.- There are contingen~

cies, some of them not, perhaps, vary remote, in which notonly
the strength, but thé'very existence, of the European and

~ Eurasian community in India would depend upon their means

of organised action for their own defence. Not only is it the

~ deflared aim of” the Radical purty to prépare India to

: . govern itself, but the cha Jri:; which, one after a.nother, it

E  is thrusting on the country '
~ ty how soon it may choose to consider things ripe for that con-

ake it a matter of uncertain- .

summation. We will not enter into all the possible comse-
quences that would follow such a step. One of its consequences,
however, we may predict with certainty. 1t would bring the
European and Eurasian community in India face to face with
tﬁe alternative of abandonin g the country, or ruling it.

Now, if the Englishmen are still what they lately were, we

" have no Mesitation in saying that, between these two alternas

tives, they would choose the latter. The British Govemmant
may be false enongh to its duty to surrender its post here as ths
guardian of British interests, but in that case Europeans in Ind_i&
p,r§ not going to be so fulse to themselves and to their Eurasian

 kindred here, as toscuttle out of the country withouta struggle

to preserve the stake they have in it, and save from destruction

* those Christians who cannot leave it. If we are right in this
" view, it is the duty of every European, every domieiled Anglo-
_'.In(han and every Eurasian, to be prepared beforehand to act

ﬂnth effect in such an emergency. Inorder that he may be so

prepued, orgamsatmn is necessary ; of such organisation the

‘:mw“ of a.dtmg together must be one of the chief a.xma, and

othing coatii’ates 50 mush to fhabt power asTthedrilland
_‘pline procurable in Volunteer Corps.

To the Volunteers, therefore, we wounld say: —~Resc,rve your '
‘wﬁmi b; thilma.tter for the last resort and ever; accesuon tb 3
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- your -trength in the interim will add so mnoh to the cﬂaoL ol‘
your final decision.

The following has been sent to us for publication :— ;

; Serajgunge, 28th Feb:n‘ary, 1888;

From—A. W. MacDonell, Esq., Serajgunge,

To ~The Honourable Robert Miller, President, Benga.l Ch&mber of
Commerce, Calcutta.

Drar Sir,—In accordance with the third resolution passed at a
largely attended meeting of Eunropeans held here yesterday evening,
I have now to hand you the unanimous protest then entered against Mr.
Ilbert’s proposed amendment to the Cxamina.l Procedure Code andhave
to request that it may be incorporated with your own memorial to Gov-
ernment on the subject. N

Imay add that the feeling against Mr, Ilbert’s Bill is exceedingly
strong, and that the Buropeans here are prepared to offer every opposi,
tion to !' and tosupport the action of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce
or any association which may be formed to protect our highly prized
tlght't o !

I am, dear Sir, your faithfully,
A, W, MacDoNELL,

At a meeting of Europeans held at the Big House, Serajg\mge, on
the 27th February 1888, it was :—

1. Proposed by Mr, Charles G. Ridge,

Seconded by Mr, John Ogilvie, and carried unanimously

That Mr. A, W. MacDonell take the Chair, .

2." Proposed by Mr, 8, Gowan,

Seconded by Mr. John Ogilvie, and carried unanimously,==

That this meeting strongly protest against the privilege hitherto
extended to Europeans in the Mofussil being withdrawn, as proposed
in Mr, Ilbert’s Criminal Procedure Code Amendment Bill, % diss
trict like this, where there is only a handful of Europeans, it is cone
“sidered specially dangerous, and likely to be most prejudicial to the wel-
fare of the European commercial community, and to the business of -
the place. : :

3. Proposed by Mr. R. C. Donaldson,

Seconded by Mr, Robert Leighton, and carried unanimonsly,—

That the Chairman be asked to place these views before the Presis .
dent of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, with the request that they
may be embodied in or add to, the memorial to Government on this
subject now being prepared by the Committee of that Chamber, -
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Vi %, ‘Wheatly, A. D, Stuart, Robt. Pierce, A. W. B, Kirwan, B. Anderson,

|

{
\ cientprivilege of a Briton being sacrificed merely fora political

A.«W.Monen, §. Gowan, Churlaa Ridge, Wattie H. Bmy, v

eﬁtoy, C. Vaughan, George R. Steel, William Mollison, Robert c. 5,
Dondd-on, John Ogilvie, J. Bryce, Robert W, Hutchison, A. M. Han-
nnh,T D. Syriot, James C, Robertson, William Daniel, David Scott,
Jﬁmel Campbell, Robert Leighton, William Forest, James H. Niekely,
" W.E. Lemon, Commander 8. 8. Scinde, R. Hutchison, - E. J. Angarie,
P. Hill, Cuthbert MacDonell, Charles E. Noyes, Master 8. 8. John Jacob,
William E. Elder, Francis Hattey, E. Grieffs, C. E. E. G. Rodrigues,
J. Rodgers.H Whitworth, T. R, Elsey, W. Hodgart, R. A, Hilton, W.
J’ohnson,l &. 8. N, Co., Ld.

. Proodedings of an Extraordinary General Meeting of the Indian
Tes Association and theGeneral Puliic of South Luckhimpur, held at
the Dxbruga.rgh Club on the 21st February 1883 :— ke

Present.—Chairman, C. Hill, H. G. Hall, H.E.S. Hannay, T. .
8. M. Riach, A. L. Laing, George Pain, Jas. Robinson, Dr. D. O’Brien,

. C. Morgan, A G. Hall, G. Grant, J. G. Hulburnt-Burt, Tom Palmer, A
'W. Madden, T.J. 8. Black, F. Loch, A. C. Sweeting, 8. Mainwairing,
F.C. Moran,T E. Hulbert, P. E. Macgregor, R. Cavendish, A. Rowe,
SeottCumpbeﬁ H. Macnish, T. J. Ede, C. E. Strangways, A. Want, W.

- Proxies: » A, W. Halker, W. Little, C: Sharpe, John Butiler, J. W.
Jones, James Board Burn, William Jones, John Deviue, ¥. McKeown.
John Lennius, J. M. Rayson, Uriah Tailor, E.A. D'Cruz, J. Toogood
‘A, R. Arthur, Dasil Holmes, E. J. Edwards. W. E. Bigginson, C.
pembeohi, H. Bone, W. L. Quare, G. W. Sutton, J. C. Coutts, Tom
Elliot, C. Sheppherd, J. C. Horne, A. B. Holmes, B. Shellswell,
H. L. Tottenham, H. W. Stevenson, Gerald. Fitzgerald, A. Weddle,

. W.J. Edwards, W. Broughton Chambers, R. Weddle, J.C. Coak, B

alker; F'. R. Mayne, W. Shaw, T. J Shaw, E. H. Swinly, W. Gair,
J. M. Wood, C. Lindesay, J. Robinson, J. Alston,

After Mr. Hill had read the telegram from the Secretary of the
Indian Tea Association, on receipt of which the meeting was called, and
having read several extracts from the Englishman and explained the

~ object of the meeting, it was proposed by Mr, Sweeting, and seconded by
Mr, Moran, that this meeting individually protest against the most an-

| sentiment, and are strongly convinced that, espacially in Assam, which

kb " diffors greatly from other parts of India, both in being so isolated from

the influence of public opinion, owing everything to European enter-
prise and capital, such legislation as proposed will not only vitally in-

A jnu, oxhtmg Euopen interests, but by debming furture capitalists



: ‘and alienating existing ones, wi‘ll‘stop the progrell of the Sr
is even now aggravating, and will certainly revive, that antag,
!ricﬁon of races which has of late years remained dormant.

(8d.) C. Hiuy, Chairman., -
H. E. 8. HANNAY, Hm

B mbnmss...g
On the 14th instant, at the general meeting of the Tea Association
_ Committee of Cachar, it was unanimously resolved that the Calcutta
Committee of the Tea Association be asked to make reprelentnﬁou to
~ the Government on the subject of proposed amendments of tHe Criminal
~ Procedure Code, and also that théy prepare a rzemorial on the subjeetr
and send it to Cachar for general signature. Before this could be dono
up comes Kubber from Calcutta that thé Bill is coming on for discussion,
and that if tea-planters wanted to give an expression to their opinions
they must do'so, and that quickly. Tho Secretary of the Tea Associa~ 3}
tien then wired that the discussion had been put off for a week, and the
. telegram, fortunately for the planters, came at atime when it was pos-
gible to hold a meeting, fairly representative, considering the shortness
of notice, but which would have been quadrupled had there been lime
-tosend out notice. It so happened that Governmeut had called a meebi g
ing of the members selected for the Local Se]f-Government Board lox
the 24th instant to consider some points with regard to carrying out the
mode of election for future Boards, so that on ‘that account there was
_a faivsprinkling of planters in the station, although of course the out- |
* lying districts were not represented. The proceceings reaultwed a8
below :— P e %
v 1st. It was most ngorously and unanimously resolved at this
- meeting that we protest, in the strongest terms, against Mr. Ilbert’s
propesed amendments of the Criminal Procedure Code; and that the e
~ protest be wired to the Secretary, Calcutta Tea Assoemt\on. to be laid 5
- before the Viceroy’s Council. u
 2nd, That this meeting very greatly regretted that tbote was
no time to get together the whole of the European oommnnity, il
and strongly protested against the action of Government for not having:
given time for the full discussion of suchan important alterationin =
. the Criminal Procedure Code which so vitally affected all Buropesn
- British subjects living in the mofussil. With a vote of thmh to th'
~ Chairman, the meeting separated. b

A

(Bd) W. AITCHESON, Gnunnr :




M —D. seemt Mmlnbolh T. H Bawro,. Dr, lto‘bmglin
 E. Pmubrd.n Livermore, A. Stewart; E. F. Skinner, W.J. Balfour,
'A.J. Preston, H. E. Sanderson, F.Ross Jomes, P.J. Macdonald, A,
Milne, B. B. Doake, B. Pearce, C. Mengzies, J. D. Jackson, E, €.
Showers, W. Aitcheson, H. Wer, W. L. Clark, C. W. Griffiths, R. H.
Farquhar, John Stirton, J. O. Bonhill, A. A. L Anderson, Dr. Dundee,
Dr, Faussel, J. L. L. L. Morison, C. Wilson, J. Schaleh.

e

; 'ro THE RIGHT HON’BLE THE VICEROY AND GOVERNOR- GENERAL OF
INDIA IN COUNCIL,
The humble mem‘gri'n.l of the undersigned Anglo-Indian and Eu-
' rqpean British subjects residing at Allahabad in Upper India. '

Sheweth,—That your Memorigists have learnt with surprise and 3

alarm that a Bill has been introduced into the Legislative Council of
Endia, baving or its object the eonferring, for the first time in the his-
: tory of India, upon Natives of India, of criminal jurisdiction over Eu-
ropean British subjects residing in the Mofussil, 2
" 2. Your Memorialists have also learnt with surprise that the
‘Government of India has given its sanction to this innovation in the
law of India’without being subjected to the slightest pressure proceed-
* ing from the Natives of Fndia ; that it has of itself, thus raised this
~ graveé question of race antagonism, and that it bases its action principal-
1y on the ground that a large proportion of Covenanted Civilians—i. 6.,
Lieutenant-Governors, Commissioners, and other salaried offivials who
. havelittle orno stake in the permanence of British rule in India (and ‘
.~ who can have very few more years toresidein India), after being
" informed of the Governor-General’s opinion of the measure, have
_ expressed themselves to be in favor of the same.
3. Your Memorialists further notice with regret that the G‘overn-
“‘\ gentof India entirely failed to seek for any expression of opinion regardg
\_  ing this measure from either those European British subjects residin-
' premanently in the Mofussil, whose lives and fortunes depend on tho
“gecurity of life and property in the Mofussil—the persons likely to be
i ~ affected in their personal su!ety by measures of this kind—or the great
. body of English merchants, planters, traders and others, hoth in Eng-
land.-ep" “n this country, being those who are likely to suffer by depre-
Eloy % e value of their property.
i '7 4. Though your Memorialists are as strongly impressed as any one
“",_*j: can be of the desirability of extending the principle of equality in the
~ judicial administration of India where it can be done with safety and
thhout hturbmoe, yot congidering the disproportion in numbers of

g
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Kpf.{vu and E\u-opea.nl hlndu, especially of Europm mid‘:g
Motussil (about 1 to 5,000 Natives), your Memorialists are ag stro {3
persuaded that the principle of equality is not applicable in the prm!ﬁ |

state of India, and that Natives, especidlly those in the Mohmil.

are unprepared for and will entirely misunderstand and misapprehend
the announcement that Europeans are now by law liablee be p hed
by the Native Magistracy.

5. Your Memorialists are also strongly convinced that no change
in the law is necessary or expedient, and they most earnestly deprecate
any further attempts on the part of those Europeans in India, whose
power is great, but whose presence is temporary and not permanent to
‘encourage the natives of India to agitate for positions in the adminig-
tration and Government of India ont,\the prineiple of equality, while the .
~ following indisputable facts exist, namely - .

' (a.) The Natives of India are admittédly subject “races, bearing
the greatest enmity and animosity towards each other, dependant
on European soldiers to keep the peace, and except an insignificant
number of individuals in the presidency towns ( who owe everything to-
compulsory education and contract with Europeans), are wholly unfit
for independence. e

(b.)—They have unquestxona.bly more of liberty, peace and protec-
tion than any other people in the world who are subject to foreign
domination.

(¢.) They already stand equal before thelaw ; subJect to the
same Penal and Civil Codes as the dominant race.

~ (d) They have the benefit of personal laws to a greater extent
than Europeans—Natives of rank and women being exempted from
atbendance in courts of justice. e

(¢.)—The number of Europeans in India are compartively so small
that to admit and enforce the principle of equality without reservation
and without considerations of race or feeling in every department would
reduce British power in India to a cypher, and make the British occupa-
,tion of India unmaintainable, and eventually produce the same state of
_anarchy and disorder that prevailed before its conquest by the British. +

\ (f.)—The principle of equality has no application among the Natives.
them:elves, as their domrestic and social institutions prove. :

6. Your Memorialists further submit that with many indications
present in the minds of the people of India, namely :—

(a.) Of their acknowledged unfitness for independence or self-

- government ; v

L8
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() OF their (with few exceptions) acknowledged unfitness toexer-
cige jurisdiction over the liberty and lives of even their own lellov
 countrymen ;

* () Of the necessity for excluding them from exerohmg any
power except under proper safeguards ;

(d.) Of the necessity for excluding them from appointments in the
Army, and taking part in the defence of their country against disturbers
of the Pax Brittanica ; to proposc to grantthem the principle of equality
to the extent of permitting them tosit in judgment upon members of
the dominant race seems to your Memorialists, residing in the Mofussil,
an unnecessary and dangerouns innovation, which for many generations
to come your Memorialists (spea.k'g)g on behalf of their wives and chil®
dren) will never calmiy acquiesce in or submit to.

7. Your Memoriallists unhesitatingly aver thatshould this Bill pass
(which has already been spoken of by the Native papers as an instal-
ment of what is to follow), theve will be no adequate security or safety .
for your Memorialists and European residents in the Mofussil, and the
present peaceful state of India will on the punishment of the European
by a Native, be liable to disturbance of such a character as, if once set
on foot will produce greater anarchy and disorder than has been known

~ in India fox centuries. :

8. Your Memorialists would further observe that they perasive in
this Bill, in which the principle of equality is affirmed, the prelude to
others of a similar character calculated to destroy British interests in,

. andexclude Europeans from, Mofussil India. That if such is the ulti-
mate aim and policy of the Government of India, your Memorialists
submit that the same should be boldly announced and notified to your

- Memorialists and the thousands,of Europeans entering into and settling
in the country.

Your Memorialists therefore pray—
s 4 \t’ =
& 1. Thathe may be heard by Counsel against the passing of this

Bill.

2. That the Bill may be thrown out.

8. That the Bill, if passed, may be limited to Bengal, or places
where residents will have the protection of European pnbhc opinion
and the Press.

And your Memorialists will ever pray. -

Y
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Tel ph!
path Tea Planters m e? rocedure Code would be a b

Association, oonﬂdonen on part of Government,
A mnke poemon of Tea Pleanters unhmﬁ

m.s-ss WM Lawrie, Telographs : - Ununimous  protest. by Torhat

t ommittee. Fon s
B. Pringle, Telegraphs’ He knom that the
B-duhpur community i8 unanimous against
Bk to natives to try Europeans. Has
: .9-83 1 toonl‘lma mel:hn% ilt and hi msdf MW ;
rownlow, Tel s: Gwilt and hi y
q gh!ﬁqﬁong. test -guna 11bert’s amen 2
al Unavoidably detained ; entire M with
l)u.m- the eetmg. i
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e consider lt a noMlon
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W.C. ‘
e

tion.

7 o all lawfal B
- : }Mm ’gmmowcm‘
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‘co-operate by
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- Government of
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. Bears 55 signatures.
Resolved, :mo' e Wila e m, shaal‘dtho
Bill be passed, ounteeuw

i

and indignation at_the cowardly 5)0 licy w

Hnndmg a letter to the Chrairman of the
Calcutta meeting, which says that at Bankipore

'atna and Arrah, the irritation is not less than
in Caloutta at the 1 to sacrifice ns

devote means, enorgxes and time to promote union

mont measure, A letter well worth reading.
Ready to send. Rx 10 immediately by cheque
and collect und send more. Has jugt had to
adyise a Syndicate at home, purposing ‘to inyest
154 lakhs in _permanent works in the courtry,
that it would be prudent to await further advice
before embarking in the underfiking.

Regrets he cannot be present at meeting, but
will gladly support any measures that may be
adopted to oppose Mr. Ilbert’s Bill,

ek
)

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN,

M. if they are anxious to make new laws, they might experiment
upon the native population first, and see the effect. Thecry is  India
~ for the Indians”—so let it be; let native Magistrates be appomte;l'bo\

 the \!%hm would not be long in making itself heard,
o AR, EUROPEAN BRITISH SUBJECT.
"‘ﬂii uﬂu 1883,

TO THE EDITOR Or THE ENGLISHMAN.
Sm,—I was. very glad to see Mr. Branson’s letter this morn.

,»thtnldin‘maedtog!veriuto. :

tests against infamous !
Government and their doings. <States dllﬁlﬂa :

laces natives in all the Posta position
grust to the prejudice - a
Volunteerﬁand ould t‘ﬁ Blll palu and the -
his company will resign to a man.
Hnd he tlme, could get his letter nguod by
1,000 European

Bxa,—l{ly 1 be allowed to suggest to our experienced legislators

Patna) and in the adjacent stationsof Dinmore,, ‘ g

to gain the approval of the natives. Is to.

among our countrymen to oppose the Govern-

: “hear ‘and decide all native cases. I ventureto assert that the outuq oz “*-

h ﬁg. As it was written in reply to mine, T cannot but acknowledge it.
e 0 dmdd at once remova any of that ill-feeling which his umrh&t £l




}«,« i 1 feel oonvlnoed that the whole community, both mmnd nmd
, pean, will appreciate the spirit in which it has been written, R
JOHN CROFT.

9, Clive Street, Caloutta, March 3 1883, : .

TO THR EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN, : o
8re,—The indignation meeting on Wednesday last was the most
marvellous spectacle which it has ever fallen to my lot to behold. That
surging mass of passionately resolved faces, convulsed with enthusiastio
wrath under the influence of an intolerable wrong, formed a political
., drama in action, unsurpassed in grandeur, I will venture to say, by ny
omt within the experjence of livind Englishmen.
| " I have taken a personal part in many political mo enb'l in
f England, and have even joined in canvassing an Irish county under
. conditions of intense soocial excitement ; but the expressions of emotiong
on one andallof these ocoasions were dwarfed into complete insigni-
ficance in comparison withthe terrible earnestness exhibited on that day,
Had it not been for the splendid manner in which the meeting was kept
in hmd,nobhmg would have restrained its members from marching to
Government House to make a representation of their wrongs to the
Viceroy pemnsonally. Not a single Luropean policeman would have
¥ . interfered, Had the Government attempted to obstruct the movement,
4

* it would have been driven to the dangerous alternative of either calling
out British soldiers, whose sympathies in this matter would have
entirely in accord with those of their fellow countrymen and
co-religionists, and who would in all probability have fraternised

| with the members of the meeting, or else the Government would

have been forced to the terrible experiment of seeking the assistance of

native troops. a single drop of European blood had been shed under
these circumstances, it would have inevitably led to an internecine
struggle in every cantonment in India. - Heaven help an English Vice-
roy and his admirers if they should ever be called upon to answer at the

‘bar of public opinion in England for a single drop of English bloodshed

in such a causeas this. For the present, however, we may congratulate

ourselves, and it is a matter for the most sincere congrutulntion, that
- this dangerous crisis has passed away.

F - But the feeling of passionate burning is as intense as ever, and may ab

. any moment take a form of expression most dangerous to the peace and

interests of the country. My daily experience briugs me into contact

~ withall classes of Europeans, and I solemnly state that I have never

b ¢ mmy body of men so stemly determined to resist, to the utmout of




:

: L
- "whwtheyconudar an m-epusblﬂ wrong A gl'hn !
character in England, when prosecuted by the Government !or"‘lﬂl.
ird time after having been twice acquitted by an English Jury. :
ced his address to the Jury in these word: -—Gwen!en 0 ﬂm ¢
.-Expenenoe meketh wise men wiser, but nothing can alterfools,”
pplyi g these words in all courtesy, and of course in a strictly politl ;
‘eal and inoffensive sense, T would most earnestly urge the members of
‘the Government to avoid the shade of a shadow of a possibility of being
minoluded however unjustly, in this political category, and whilst tlm'é\,‘
et time, implore them to retire from this dengerous and impolitic
measure. The emphatic abhorrence of the Bill rests not so much on
the provisions of the present bill, £ upon the absolute certainty if it be
allowed to pass into law, of acontinuance of the same line of pol;oy in
thz future, and the consequent absolute ruin of the country, ;
A WELL-WISHER OF THE STATE.

~ March 5, 1883.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHWAN. 4 s
» 81r,~ Kindly allow me to explain that my allusion to Frenchmen
: “and Spaniards was not meant to disparage ‘them at all, and that I was
aware before the meeting that at least one F'rench gentlenfan thoroughs.
. lysympathised with the objects of it.
" What I wished to express wis this, that in ruhng subject races the
88 iren& and Spanish are able to amalgamate and sympathise with the
‘, conquered,and even to become, as it were, one with them. 'l‘he case of
* Alsace is a striking instance of this, where the Germans were made to )
E’Z : .4booome enthusiastic adherents of France against their own countrymen,
. The English do not seem capable of this; where they rule they must
I jule in a masterful, though kind and just manner, ghe 5
I may add that I got the idea from a Frenchman, n.nd thu.‘w!th ;
. the above explanation, will I trust, fully exculpate from all offence in
g t is matter. :
R ;i g THE SPEAKER,
7O THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN.
_ B, ~Will you beso good as to insert the following letter :—
To the Secretary to the Committee appointed to prepare a memo- 3,
 rial orpetatxon to the Government, &c., from European and Euuhn
& Associations, being the Christian inbabitants of lndia.




‘energy and vea.lth which have Leen devoted to the development ot ‘
‘material progress of the country, from the day that this oom
came into Br;txah possession.
T T)mt the Euglmh speaking aborigines in the oountry
mpresenmd by official and non-official natives,
' 3. That the education they possess, whatever its extent is whlt
~ they have demved by the necessity under which they were plaoed to‘
s render themselves useful to the dominant race and the Govemmnt, in ,“
- order togain a hvehbood througlgits instrumentality, and also by the N
. medium of the educational institutions placed wxbhm their reach by th‘
. Government of the country.
' 4. Thet these English speaking aborigines have so httle
~ themselves of the principle which characterise the dominant race tM
they have no feeling in common with them, and yet they turn round ups
‘on the benefa.ctors of their country and demand that they small sit h i
judgment ovet them and their families in criminal cases. il
B That, forthe most part, the official portion of the n.boriginel im
the servica of the Government of this country, though holding B, A.and
other educational degrees, can hardly write two words of Enghlh. i’

6. That the Englishspeaking aborigines are forthe moct M‘
- apostates from the religion of their fathers, have in point of fu’b ne
religion of their own, and are remarkable forthe facility with whloh
_ they have picked up the vices of the European races without lwring
* the léast pretension to the possession of their virtues.

7. That in point of fact the problem which has always been bdm L

_ the British Government and its representativesin this country to solve,
is the question of self-protection of their inherent rights, by the Chrig.
" tian British subjects of the Crown and their decondants, as threatemed
by the encroachments, arrogance and assumptions of the English lpeq.k.
ing natives, repreaentnd by the official and non-official nbonginu with
L guch moral pd religious and educational training as they poueu

Kl 8. That if it be recognised as a true maxim of pohtmal ecconomy
ﬂnt t.he greatest good of the greatest number must prevail in all com
‘muaities, the course of the Bnb:ah Government is quite clear, in this
5 };uttion of the dominant race versus the English speaking aborigines—
the forme pondmﬁngaveunnn:ericmyudhnncthum

‘
,l » “‘ iy ! . o L W T e e R



Wﬁng the renl backbone of the safety of British ngle ana tbe
material advancement and continual progress of the country. .
' 9. That the question under consideration has no element in it tbnt
‘would affect adversely the real interests of the masscs of the uneducated
aborigines of the country, if decided in favour of the?!‘otectmn of the -
inherent rights of the Christian dominant race.

~10. I have, in a short letter which appeared in your columns on the
* 16th ultimo I believe, suggested that the Government of India should
“endeavour to ascertain the real opinion of the uneducated as well as the -
- quasi-educated magees as to whether, either in civilor criminal cases, they
refer that the adjudication should be entrusted to Europeans and
Christians or to English speaking natives, ¥

11, Ttisnothing but the fatudws policy of the representatives of
the British Government that, for the sake of an * idea” unlawful un.
statesmanlike and dishonest in itself has professedly and loudly pro-
claimed to,the uneducated masses, through the medium of the quasi-
- educated portion; who in no respect or sense are the real representatives
_ of the uneducated masses, that the Government intends to shut up
_ every channel of official employment of the dominant race, in favout of
the aborigines, that has created and stirred np an unlawful and dan-
garous ambition in the minds of the quasi-educated masses, which the
- Glovernment can never practically gmtxfy without enda.ngerment of the
British r\ﬂez

12, The Government has clearly placed itself in a false and dan-

_ gerous position, and nothing seems now left to the dominant race but
. to place the real facts of the case in their true colours before the Houses
of Parliament, so that a new departure may be made onthe promulga-
‘tion of a truthful policy from whence all elements of deceit shall be eli« .
minated whereby both uneducated and quasi-educated aborigines of
* Indid shall know honestly what they have to expect under British Rule
~ aswell as the dominant race, who have built up this Empire and con- -
ue to be its backbone.

g J, W.8.
\March 8, 1883

——
TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN v

sm,-Mr. Ilbert’s proposed amendment has filled us unlortunm =Y
dwelleu in the interior with disgust, consternation and alarm, Isaw lut
year an. ‘extract from some native paper in which it was boasted that
some Calcutta Ba os had, what they called, ** gone Straight up ” to the

Gl i



. Viceroy about the White Act” as it was termed, and had extracted some
. sort of promise that the matter should be looked into.
: A diplomatic answer to turn off some mternewer, I thought und
_ gave the matter no more attention.

And now, Sir, comes the awakening. Ah me!ah me!howsad a
thing to think thatan Englishman’s birthright should be sold for sucha
muemble mess of potage. Py

"How sad a thing too tv think that a few Calcutta Baboos should be
able to extract from the representative of the Queena promise to take
away from his fellow Englishmen the privilege they most .cherish and
hold dear, that of being tried by their fellow countrymen and peers in
race to take away without one worq-pf warning consultation, oreven
decentattempt at obtfining an opinion from the Indigo planters, Tea =

planters, Zamindars, Jute growers, contractors and Traders of | ;

Bengal and the North-West Provinces the onme thing that holds
them up among millions of mnatives who respect them through
fear and prestige alone which has, I say, exciteda universal feeling of
disgust and alarm among the non-official Englishmen of India who have,
and are still,* spending millions of capital on the soil, who employ
hundreds of thousands of labourers, to whom the present prosperity of
Bengal is in great part owing. We are treated as nought, not even
heard, on a question relating, to the greatest degree, in regard to our
fortunes, our persons, yea our very lives.

: As your correspondent observes, the Act cannot stand where it is. £
must extend till every native Temporary Deputy Collector on Rs. 150
pei" mensem has power to issue a warrant and try the unfortunate Euro.
peans in his district. g

- But why do the Baboos want this # No native ever asks forathing =

[ without someunderlying reason. They do notsay that the civil serviece of
'\ Bengal are biased and deliver unjust verdicts on behalf of their fellow
" countrymen. They donct dareto, bub they think it all the sgme. The

t reason, is that, however, we, the conquering race, may be !

lowered in native estmation, and they may be correspondingly

exalted. Every educated Native is looking forward to the time
 when there wili be no Viceroy, mno Lieutenant-Governor, no
X Chief Justice. Our rulers are blind. They have ears but they hear
' not, they have eyes but they see not. Ostrich like they bury their

heads in the sand and think they are protected from the coming storm.
| ‘You, Bir, say if the present policy is pursued we must either loave
the country or become hewers of wood and drawers of water. Sir, a
good deal must happen befove that; there are 60,000 non-official Eng.




~ lishmen at present in this oonntry, and our numbou yLrl; ¥
: muing ‘We must and shall be heard. We mn not rest content uhﬂ! i

(' "‘,.t" a ‘man, I say, from every British officer down tothe ltumbhlt

—

I would urge that a fund be at once formed for the purposaa!

g the preliminary expenses of creating a British League. Let

- asuitable house in the Capital be engaged for the purpose of holding
th& meetings of the League, the Union Jack tofloat over the building.

t the whole of India be parcelled out into elective districts, each

trict to return a member to be elected triennially, B

- Leta proper aud suitable salgry be attached to the office of mem-

. ber of the League. We areall poor men cubt ‘fWere, and cannot aflord

. the timeand attention unless the office bears a salary 5

~ If only able and energetic men are elected, the Ieague willsoon
eartythh it irresistible authority and influencesecond only to the A

~ Council of India. Some such scheme as this is urgently required. Iam

. willing to subscribe Rs. 1,000 towards preliminary expenses, if only

{oomy fellow countrymen will come forward. Let Lord Ripon pause.

‘r, Y Isit decent, is it proper, to witness the spectacle on one side of natives

i holding meetings to petition for the Viceroy’s extension of office, and

_ on the other his fellow countrymen holding indignation meetings and ;’

. pouring out the vials of their wrath on the devoted heads of himself ¥

 and Mr. Ilbert ? . ¢

Eisis. v The British Lion is roaring with no uncertain voice. A

B VIET] ARMIS,'

00 Fep,281888. N

T0 THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN, i
. Bir,~You have rightly directed attention to the noomity for )
combined and energetic action both here in and England in the respect of
‘the rights of Britishsubjects as affected by the proposed law for amen‘-
\ ingthe Criminal Cade. Every Englishman in India is sbirred to the core
- and is prepared to defend his rights at the present time by every means
‘ ~ in his power. Buu it will not be enough merely to fight oub his pﬁrh"- ‘s ﬁ
i _ cular question, even if we should win in the end. It is abundantly clear ,;‘1
; j'ﬂut there is a great deal behind this, and that the whole question of
 the rights of Europeans and Eurasians in India at stake. The policy ‘?
 of Government of late yearshas been to undermine the right and the
status aPBritishbom subjects in India, xrrespeotma of all eonddqmm

w:-.




. hen going on for'a long time. It hn been done slowly,
 but eewh!nly. and the great outburst of !eeling displayed at the
mn on Wednesday, and which has been echoed and re-echoed all
" the country, was the outpouring of those pent up feelings which
~ some time past have been accumulating as each new folly and inju
" has been proposed or catried, the two latest being this amending Bill

‘and the Roorkee Itesolution. Both these measures are utterly incompre-

) hensible to Enyglishmen with any experience in the country, “Sir

by ~Lomn Cavagnari died in the service of his country by the dagger of an
nssassin. 1f he léaves ason, and the assassin leavesa son the Mlk
~ son would be preferred in Government employment. That is the Wk"

b truth that is the ,g.oorkee Resolption, strange as it may appear. ’1‘]5[

authors of it are believed to be the Honorables Major Baring nd g 7 S

Hope. It is well that their names should be known far and wide.

It is necessary, therefore, to take measures for protecting the ﬂM
of European British subjects in India on a sound and secure basis, and
" not to be content with a single big meeting and its results, and there is
g ,very mueh, to do. 'I'he Governmentof the country is uppa.rently M
" od in the grossest ignorance, has no notion of the feelings, desires, o
_ons of the people it is set to govern. This living on the bLills like goﬂ
‘together, vareless of mankind, sarrou nded by a bureauracy, “all
them served from anything like an intimate acquaintance with the min
of the non-official population” (or of nine-tenths of the official pbpn,h.
tion for that matter) is the real evil at the hottom of sn the mischief,
noupled with an insane desire to abolish anomalies and -ubutlﬁuted “
¢« geries of vagaries of philosophical Radicalism.” Some one has i
said ‘we must give up Simla or India. Of the two it would 4
seem at the present time better that we should give up Simla.
1f other officers of the Governmient can live in the plains, why not the
~ members of the Government of India? Hereis another ““anomaly;*
et us get rid of it. The Bimla exodus costs a great deal of money to
W ﬁhet&x payer, and the Simla officidls zet larger salaries and greatep
adnntages and privileges {han other people Here is a good Mcal

mpeoplp. and T th.nk that is the number of native civilians likél]
qbedgeot.ea by the. Amendment Bill. We will undertake not to get




ey %

‘Finter was quite correct in saying there was no Calcutta, in the Lo’hti. S
«cal sense, at the present time, Considering the large European Commu.
nity in the Capital itself, and the thousand of Englishmen and Eura.
sians soattered all over the country and the millions of English
& - money invested in the country, it is high time that amAssociation were
| formed to watch their interests and keep the Government fully

%‘[f ‘informed on all subjects affecting the welfare of the eountry, The
| Government has already expressed a desirefor greater information,

fg It wants to know the views and opinions of the various sections of the
. people likely to be affected by its measures, executive and legislative,
- Let ue, Englishmen, respond to the call in light good earnest. Let us
determine that Government gnall noglonger be kept in ignorance onany
-lhigle question on which it wants informations, light or assistance, In
England, when our ralers arenotin accord with the people, there is an
effectual way of settling the differences. The rulers are replaced by
- other rulers. . 'We cannot do thut in India just yet, but we can make
| avery good beginning. We can bave our own parliament. We can
have an Association whose duty it will be to watch every Government
| measure and every Government official ; todiscuss and consider every
| proposal, and criticise the public conduct, words and actions of every
. public man. Let our rulers feel that there is a powerful and
educated Association watching their public doings and sayings, as
public men in England are watched, and they will soon be brought
to feel the responnlbility of office. Men willnot dash off opinions and
. minutes in light-heart ed and irresponsible fashion such asis too often
' “done at the present time. And when a man is found to-be going
- altogether wrong and to be out of sympathy with the people and
_the times, let such pressure be brought to bear upon the Government
| and Parliament as will lead to his removal. Let our rulers be made to
I feel that they are servants and not the masters of the public ; thatthe
' mmster will use the right which every master has of getting aid ofan in-
-\ gompetent, injudicious or ignorant servant, and we'will then have our
i yxutical and Government relations on a proper footing. But not till
en. Neither the Government nor the natives need feel alarmed at
~guch a proposal as this, It is for the good of both. Weare to have local
- self-government. Very good. Let the Capital lead the way. Let us return
_to the best traditions of our fathers. Let us show the people of India
. how to govern themselves as Englishmen govern themselves. Letushave
light and truth and honesty. Let us not shrink from telling the truth
 because it is unpalatable in high places. Let us meeta erisis of this kind
as Englishmen goto battle. This has not been of our seeking. It bas

——
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h To make our voice heard from Cape Comorin to the Himalayas ; Parlia-
~ment ; through every townand village in the United Kingdom and the
. 'British Colonies and possessions, and carry our petitions to the steys
. of the throne itself. And it must not be done in a half-hearted’ Way. i
+ Let the stirring words of Mr. Branson be mttered broadcast over b
g fhe length and breadth of Great Bfltain, Let the first duty of the ‘As- f%
' © sociation after doing what is necessary about the Criminal Code Bill, bJ‘ff’f
! to bring up the Roorkee Resolution, the 8imla Exodus, and' the Bm“
Rent Bill as fitting subjects for public discussion and consideration
. Let it also give its attention to the Financial and Public Works
bepartmenu Let us look to the sources of our Revenue lnd‘
the way, it ‘is spent. Let us seetc the management of eur Public
Works, md that one class of our servants does not break faith thh,‘ 5
‘another: let us have the breakers of faith burled from their high
places and. the stirrers up of strife taught that their duty MJ
observe the rights of the people, and not to set them at defiance,
A few wholesome lessons will do a world of good. And let the
' natives see how we do our work. How we govern ourselves. Let us
l&ek the good of the country and of the people, and not of any
;ﬁ.ttlcnlar class. The interests of the country and of classes ought iu, e
B the main to be the same. Onall really great questions Englishmen a.ngl s
: mtivu are not likely to disagree. The interestsof both mustof ne~
eunity be bound up with-the material and social welfare of the country,
ﬁn-no one is 8o foclish as to believe that England and India canever
benbparataed at leastfor centuries yet to come. And what we thq
-f »,'!- ?ouple of the presen{ time, haveto 8o is to deal with whatis pouxblennd.
;mﬁmbhap ourown day. Let us recognise truth and plain facts, and .
sbudon Mod vagaries and party advices. Let us rescue India
: Hnm,;ho Maelstrom of party strife and the desire for chief personal
ity. Let there be afair fieldandno race distinctions. If the
g procese must go on, let it be alevelling up and not a levelling .
n. In the matter of appointments let it all men be equal.
Mhe oqul.l eompdhuan. Let Englishmen, Enrasiaus and
| et ;pum.admmbm.mm L o
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whiehF-angn and natives may make oonr;u >
eral good without trenching upon each others’ parti
eges. This is surely a liberal enough platfo
tly ‘wide for all parties. But some such organisation as
tod must be established, or all our cherished }mm will

Mdo their duty consistently with the sentiments of an enlightened 5
1d  thinking pubhc, and in mordanoe with the wishes of tkv

M the parent institition be established here without delay. Mr. Bran- " ]
gom, I believe, intends proceeding home next wonth. He would no doubt ““

‘help to establish a branch in London. There are many Anglo-lnduu
md about Londorn who would, I feel sure, be glad to assist and csrry

cal career of this kind would be congenial to most of them, 'I’herem ;
many whose experience of India and whose opinions are quite as valua- L
ble as any which the Secretary of State can command on Indian quess
dou There need be mno difficulty in establishing corresponding
Gmnmittees all over India. I commend these suggestions to f.he»
Oaﬂmittoe appointed at the Town Hall last Wednesday, '
AN ENGLISHMAN. A

/ Oulcg_tta., 8rd March, 1883. - "
Ma'rch 6.

SPECIAL TELEGRAMS. . A
Naraingang, Mafch 5.

At a largely attended meeting of Europeans held here tlﬁa

Sdbon

opean mha.blta.nts of India, whwh while depnvmg British
 subjects of their hereditary rights, confers mo practical bexmﬁf;~ X
~ on natives.” A Committee was appointed to act in concert mth*- 2
e Caleutta Committee, those present binding themselves to
!mnbe their proportion of any necessary defence fund.

Muzafarpur, March 5.
At a meetmg presxded over by the Secretary of the Behar'




ference with the rights we enjoy as European British nb] oct
mlnﬂm. That we believe it is only ignorance of the posi

: hu permitted the proposal to give natiyes ]umdlotnon over i
4 European British subjects to be placed before the Council, and :
- that we authorise the Secretary of the Behar Indigo Planters’
‘Association to request the Hon’ble Sir Steuart Bayley to place
this our firm and indignant protest before His Exoellenoy the
‘Vmeroy,m the assurance that Lord Ripon will not permit our
- most cherished right of being tried by our peers to be taken ]
- fromus. . ’ '
 Proposed by A. Rennie, Esq., seconded by Jamel Begg‘
* Esq.—that in the event of our Government ignoring the
~ univeral protest of the European community, we should all
! petmon the members of Parliament of our different towns
. and countjes to place the matter before Parliament md'.- :
j proteot our interests and rights, and get our relations md 3
- friends at home to use their influence to this effect in plw(pg
( -~ our ease before the different members i question.” ; ,4
The strong feeling of the assembly demanded w lubstitw- i
' tion of “indignant” protest for “Hhumble” in the wording of
3 the first resolution proposed by W. B. Hudson, Esq., seconded
by M. Wﬂson,\Esq 52

o Darbhanga, March 5.
,\” A nnmeronsly attended meeting of Europeans was held
" at Darbhanga to-day, when a Resolution was unanimously
~ passed, protesting against the Criminal Precedure Code Amend-
- ment Bill and requesting the Secretary of the Indigo Planters’
Moemhon to convey the protest to H. E. the Viceroy tllrough

C’haprah .Mmh 5.



N The Bombay Gaaette, in a recent article on Mr. Ilbett V]
- Bill, ﬁmfm 14 Tbo gxtension of the jurisdigtion of \na.t:ve “"

W ‘ z
jju%dént Lieutenant-Governor of that* provim:e ‘Whatever
the views on the extension of native jurisdiction held by former
' Lieutenant-Governors of Bengal in conditions very different to
~ those whxch now exist, it is har&y a.‘secret taat the present he&«i

- measure with the feeling here attributed. It is the more teo be A

: ‘l‘egtetted that Mr. Rivers Thompson’s opinion on the subject A \
~ has not been  asked, because the class of non-official Europein §
: Brmsh subjects is more numerously represented in Bengal &
: than probably in the whole of the rest of India.

74
Jamalpur, March 5.
Wsie There is a great excitement among the Railway employés. Mr. 3
'% Tlbert’s Bill for giving jurisdiction to nativesis looked upon with feel-
[ ings of intense regret as certain to disturb the good relations mow .
- existing between the Kuropean and native staff. Meetings are being
~ held at all the large stations, and a memorial is in eirculation for signa- -

" ture praying that the Bill may be withdrawn as injurious on gwundﬁ of

3 public pohty. { \y

~ The following is the Memorial refered to +— 4 A

o His Exceuiexoy tas Most How'sis tae Maneuis or Rreow
K.G.,GMS8.1, P.C, GMLE, Viceroy and aorem.eanmt of
~India in Council. o
. 'The memorial of the European British born subjects of Her lhjea-
‘»‘\a;yﬂu Queen-Empress and employes of the East Indian Railway Com-
,'P"“ most humbly and repectfully sheweth :— .

50 1. That your memonahsts have read with mnc‘h concern t-hoplo-

e
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[ %

d}t)ieir own nationality and have done nothing whatever to forfeit
~ right.

' ghat in India they have always enjoyed the right of being tried by means

8. That, although the natives of India have byforce of conquest
__become subjects of the British Crown, they are, nevertheless, still a.lianl-
. both in nationality and religion; and a European British subject l.pput
ing before a Court presided over by a native Magistrate or. Judge would
: be essentially before a foreign tribunal, without the advantage of M
Lonsnlu protection which he wo? be entitled to in a foreign contr,
4. That in the fumble opinidn of your memorialists the proposed
" amendment of the existing law is not only inopportune, but is calculated
- to engender class feeling and race antagonism, which your memom.*
who are collaborates with a very large number of native Ra.xlmygu. b
ployés cannot too strongly deprecate as being injurious in the extremq,fﬁe

. to European and native alike and to the public service generally,
i

: f’, 5. THA&t your memorialists would draw your attention to the M m' h
that no dissatisfaction has been expressed by the native comnimlity
generally on the subject of the immunity from native jurisdiction now
enjoyed by European British aub;ect.s and that none of their privileges
have been affected by rent law, as a piece of class legislation, has been

@ success, and that cases coming under it should be enquired into snd
" tried by trained Euro pean Magistrates, your memorialists beg to quote
the opinion expressed by the Honorable the Legal Member of Council at
the meeting of your Excellency’s Council on the 2nd ult.mo, in vhich,_.

~ he md :—* And as to the facts with which we have to deal, no one

who has studied the statistics and reports of the cases involving
charges against European British subjects can fdil to be struck with
two things: first, that as compared with the great mass of ordinary

:ctimm-l business, they are cmptwmllymu. and, secondly, that they m'»

o

ww’h be injuriously affected by the proposed change in the hvi
ih rupeet of jurisdiction over European British subjects than other"




uuondbly be expected from the Judge’s wmﬁ of
and experience in subjects with which Euro J are |
lus famxha.r To 1llustrate the possible vexn(uoun wﬁon of

On the 19th November 1882, a collision ooeurred in the Rourth .
‘and on the 22nd a Line Jamadar was prosecuted for carelesness
lonnenon therewith before a n&th@ Magistrate. The Jamadar admit-
guilt and formal evidence only was nefessary to aummudy
e of the case ; but the Magistrate, after recording some evxdpmb
'ed the case until the 24th idem. When the case was resnmcd :

341

then postponed until the following morning at 8-30 o’ol
& local inyestigation. At the appointed hour fen Ba;l Dgw
yés, European and native, attended in the goods yard,
 the Magistrate did not come, and after waiting in the yard ab
¢ !noonvemence to the traffic a.nd themselves until 12-80 P
Mwm&llmmmoned by a Court messenger to the Court-house,
‘only to be informed on their arrival therd that the Magistrate
left, but that he would be in the yard at 2-80 p.x. Again the ten
mu returned to the goods yard and had to wait there until dark,
nhena meuenger arrived at 5-30 P.m., and said that the Magistrate
* could not come. Two daysafter this, notice was received that thecase Ly
would come on for trial on the 20th November, but the Magistrate did
not attend the yard until 4-80 ».r., and again postponed the case until
o bth December. The ten European and native mtnnseﬂ duly, &
appeared on the latter date, but only one of them was called to give m '
formal evidence, and then, after all these ud;ournmants, tho
ner was convicted on his own plea of guilty.”
7. That your memona.hsts, wlnlst tully recognnmg the rxght e!

BT




qﬂl«rw Brihai\ -ubjecu will be under the jurisdiction of native
’hﬂghtnies and Judges whose ideas of Western civilization, msnn& 7
‘and thought will have been gained orly in India, or during two or thre
years’ study in England, instead of their being subject, asat prese

buing of their own nationality, have #n intimate knowledgeof t'heir
i!mer life, habits, and manners.

8. That your memorialists wou.ld draw attention to the fact thtt u ]
mative Magistavate of any class can exercise, under section 445 of tho
Cﬁmuul Prooedm-e “Code, nearly if not all, the powers which aJ uﬂ'.ice

of the Peace can exercise in England, inasmuch as he can issue process
- of arrest, making itgreturnable t@himself or to any other Magistrate 4‘.;

A hsvingjurildxctxon

i 9. That your memorialists would deprecate any argnment found
A on the basis that because natives exercise jurisdiction over Eurqpea.n
Brituh subjects in Presidency towns they should therefore exercise that
juﬁsdwhon outside Presidency towns, as obviously misleading, secing
thﬁ.t the tive positions are widely different. T a Prelidemy
bown ‘any high-handed proceeding of a Magistrate would not of neces=
i mﬁy imperil the liberty of the subject, as an immediate n.pplioutxm i(‘
e vdould be made to the High (.,ourt and a sulpensory writ obwnad

hable to be regraded by actual confinement in an Indian gaol, ‘perbaps 4
| with hard labour, in a most deleterious climate, before a distant Kzgh
I Court could be moved by the “most energetic advocate tosuspend a
g 1o nentonee which might ultimately prove to be unwarranted by law, &
¥ '10. That your memorialists, in conclusion, would respeetfnlly
N submit that the protection which has hitherto been afforded them by
' the existing law is no more than they are entitled to under the British
',Oomﬁtntxon, and, as Ma.hommednns, Hindus, Parsis, and many oﬂ;or”
‘ m and sects in India are protected in the exercise of their own pecu-'
iarhws a.nq. en.ltmns»by class legislation, your memormbstc pray tbat




and collectively to do the utmost to oppose 1t }

II, That our protest be circulated to all non-offi®al E 4
quore for signature and subsequent despateh to the Honmq ;
povetary of the Committee elected by the Calcuﬁ& Chambq; et e
ommerce to oppose the Bill. .
ILI. That we, the undersigned, pledge ourselves to sU n*ﬁe
opposition to the utmost of our means and ability. it A

BTV, . That we most strongly urge on the Calcutta Committee M
qﬂu] be steadfast and determined their resisfance to this pro;:ouxi
mhmenb on the hereditary rights and liberties of Englishmen. "b\
" We fear that rendpnta of Caleutta can have no true conoeption of,tlh ”*

:gdmﬁhhe said amendment, as they have been very fully and ubly
‘expressed by the Calcutta Press. We, therefore, simply give the desi

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN: ¥ &
~ Sm»—The countrywomen of the framers of the C.-P. A,
;&',ll have received small consideration at their bands. English-
- women have been forgotten while their rulers arw.bumed_f:
Cin Qddmg a new terror to their hves in Indla It appequ

| dm proved that they did not understand wha.t is mean!sh
and mercy to the innocent and help}eu. Sxx-lqd




~ Ttis not pride of race which dictates this feeling, which is the

_  outcome of something far deeper—it isthe pride of woman.

~ hood, This is a form of respect which we are not ready to
abrogate in order to give such advantages to others as are
offered by Mr. Ilbert's Bill to its beneficiaries.

In this discussion as in most “il y a question de femmes"—
and in this discussion the ignorant and neglected women of In-
dia, rise up from their enslavement in evidence against their
masters, They testify to the justice of the resentment which
Englishmen feel at Mr. Ilbert’s proposal to subject civilised
‘women to the jurisfliction of m®n and who have done little or
nothmg to redeem the women of their own races, and whose
social ideas are still on the verge of civilization.

; ~ ANNETITE 8. BEVERIDGE.
Bankipur, March 3, 1883. ; ‘
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN.

'Sir,~In England trial by one’s peers is a constitutional right S
privilege, *When Lord Cardigan was arraigued on account of his duel
with Captain Harvey Tucker his Judges were the peers of the Realm,
If to-day the law demanded the criminal arraignment of Lord Kim. i

- berley or the Marquis of Ripon, the same august assembly would sit in
judgment, notwithstanding that the Judges of the land are not of an £
alien race, are of unimpeachable integrity, possess vast legal erudition
and experience, and are chosen from the talent elite of the English Bar. ’%
Where then and on what grounds can reasonable justification be sought
for depriving Englishmen scattered over India of the privilege of trial
by their peers, whichasa sacred heirloom has been handed down

o them from the days of Plassey. Where is the grievance?
“where the injustice? There is nome. Per s¢ the natives most
‘assuredly care not a jot who tries the Englishman, Why then such
persistent and malignant oppositicn to aprivilege so highly prized? Is
it patriotiem? No! That isa virtue to which no claim cah be laid
by arace who, as the Hon’ble Babington Macaulay says, *“ would see his
_ country overrun, his house laid in ashes, his children murdered or dis-
y honoured, without having the spirit to strike one blow.” In the fable of .

the Bulland Frog, in petty conceit, false pride and vanity, in the
jealousy which the weak entertain of the powerful, will be found the
mainsprin ‘oltha-git«ﬁon nowaonvnlmgtheninddthow :




~ment over Huropeans criminally charged.
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'Iloo; a.nd it is by an ignoble pa.ndenng to and’ enﬂclnqi* f‘.
‘ment of thele failings that the Government of India, from time to "
¥ tlme foment, race animosities which would otherwise slumber ‘and in'

ﬁme become extinct, and as a result of this degrading policy English .

" ‘t“lingil to be outraged and Englishmen in India handed ‘over to the
* tender mercies of an alien race deeply imbued with race prejudices, and

owing to idiosyncracy of character incapable of seeing things in the

~mame light as the European, * Is a native Judge’ asks your corréspon-
_dent - Washington® ‘¢ capable of judging the peculiar sense cf insult

which we English and other Western nations entertain ?” He is not. A

~mnotable instance now presents itself to my memory. A European was
- mccused of assaulting another European, who with indecent proposals® =
' had grossly insulted the wife of?the accusedy A fine a Rs. 50 wasg

inflicted, the Magistrate, one of the Tagore family, remarking that he
would not have punished the defendant had he been the party insulted,
Mo confer the proposed jurisdiction on arace who as yet have
shown no aptitude for governing themselves, isindeed an anomaly
of the wildest kind. The style of advocacy adopted by the native press *
8 in itself a condemnation of the Government policy ; witnaes the cele-
brated article from the Amrita Barar Patrica which furnishes incontest- "

i mble proof of the inexpediency of the proposcd amendment of the Crimi-

nal Procedure Code, and of the unfitness of the nativesto sit in judg.
-

The Bengallee is continually quoting the Queen’s Proclamation

- @88 his Magna Charta, altogether forgetting, or completely ignoring, i

that he owes his present position to an inexplicable favoritism which
has systematically set at nought the provisions of that proclamation as
regards the natives of India generally. Notably among these races

- gtand the Eurasians, a class who in loyalty to their Sovereign are

gecond to none, whoby community of blood and religion have special -

~ undeniable claims to the consideration of Government, claims. which

have been mercilessly neglected, and even repudiated.

'\ Let, then, the Englishman and the Eurasian mutually assist in ﬂ:.il

v mbmentoul crisis of their political existence, Let the Volunteer move-
ment throughout India cease at once as the only endeavour, short of an e
;ppnl to Parliament, it is in our power to make to compel the Govern. i
~ ment to abandon apolicy of national degradation. Why it may be "‘

| asked, abandon the Volunteer movement now ? Why not wait for t‘ho
0 dacisiml of the Legislative C‘ounc:l ? Becausewith degradation BuS.



£ Saemny of Stato with the view, no one can doubt ot arresting dim
~ sion and protest, it will be very dangerous to defer active measures !ot
mu'l,y a year. Ifancy something very sensational would ensue if, wlml
the marriage with a deceased wife’s sister is sgain brought before

{?‘ Parliament, the sanction of the Queen brought before Parliament, the
! sanction of the Queen was obtained ere the Bill was introduced into the
~ House of Lords, with the view of preventing their Lordships from re-
jecting the Bill after it had passed the Commons. The principle in tha

~ two cases is the same.

. A quoi bon to parade the names of a few eminent authorities in
favour of a change which will in no way affect them. Isit hoped thus
to stifle the vaice of the entire non-official Christian population through«
out India, which, withouta dissentiel:évoiée, has unsparingly condemn.
ed the Government poli#y as an ignoble pandering to native prejudices

" as calculated to stir up race animosities, disastrous to the country ab

ig large, as insulting to the feelings and degrading to the prestige of

Englishmen whose status it is sought to regulate in accordance with the
views of the native. Shades of our ancestors, of departed heroes
‘and statesman ! Could yon burst asunder the bonds of death, and but
for a brief momgnt resume this mortal coil, with sorrow and shame you
would exclaim—How have the mighty fallen !

INDIGNATION. ‘

'!atuu. March 2, 1883,
& March 7.
. SPECTAL TELEGRAMS.
)S , g Jamalpur, Marck 6.

A crowded meeting of railway employés was held at thi- ;
" station yesterday to discuss Mr. Ilbert’s Jurisdiction Bill, Re-
3 iolntlons strongly protesting against the Bill, as an invasion of
,;Q. contitutional rights, and praying for its withdrawal, were car~
2 rmd unanimonsly. The memorial published by you to-day was
read and formully adopted amid prolonged and enthusiastic
. cheering. Speeches demonstrating the injurious effect of the
;.‘;,«Bili _upon the relations between natives and Europeans, and
_ showing the unfitness of natives te govern Europeans, were
passed, and three cheers for the Queen were given, The meetms
: Mmmd mdlt grent a.pph\ue.

:;1




Tk S B Atbﬁabwd,mﬂ
Mgameubmg was held at the Mayo Hall this q ening to
against Mr. Ilbert’s Bill. Several resolutions were pnt
‘meeting and passed by acclamation. Much enthusiasm

ind excitement prevailed among those presents,, “ GodTme 7‘
the Queen” was sung by the assembly at the conclunon. i DTt

Btrong endeavours are being made to cren.te an impres-
that nothing will be done with referenceto the Criminal
MQm‘e Code Amendment Bill till next November, and that
the proceedings in Friday’s Council will be of a purely formal
: c}u.rscter. We would warn thegyublic not to be deceived by X
gbu device into any relaxation of their eﬁorts Unless mthm
next eight and forty hours instructions should be received
from Home to withdraw the Bill, the question of its passing, as
ta.r a.l it rests with the local Council, will, in all probability, be
; g;ctxcally decided on Friday. For the Council will then dis.
‘ouss the Bill, and its members, by the speeches they will
im,ke, will commit themselves to a distinct line of policy with
wl:ich it will be difficult for them subsequently to retreat.

. The-outburst of feeling ugainst the Gdverment which Mr.
Ilbert'u Bill has aroused among the European and Eurasian
.hommumty in this country, is marked by two significant fea-
tiires, which distinguish it from all previous movements of the
kind, and from which the Government would do well to take
warning in time. These features are its sternly resolute tone
‘and its universality. It is not the first time that the xﬁmuw. ‘
: v‘nl Government have excited deep and widespread indignation
the breast of Englishmen in India, but it is the first time
such indignation has assumed the tone of determined |
animosity which now characterises it. In thus descnbxqgtho
?muhng feeling, we are, indeed, using the language of
~ euphemism; and the moment must soon come when the
_prudent considerations which have hitherto counselled our tise
‘of such language will cease to operate, and when any attamp{ to




~ had we published intact all the letters that have actually appear-
~ ' ed in our columns, it would long ere this have been abundantly

of public feeling which might be justly described by a far

'publuhad a.ﬂ the letters that ha.ve poured in upon us, orm

apparent to the Government that they have to deal with a state

stronger term than resolute, and that this feeling ext.snd;to
quarters where, if it assumed overt. shape, it would benmply
impossible for them to ignore it.

Wesay the moment must come, if the Government persist,
when it will be our duty to expose to them the true nature of
the precipice to the verge of which they have brought the
Empn-e, as the omly chance & saving, not the British com-. <ol
munity in India, but the British nation from a tremendous
calamity. So far we have felt it to be our duty to ex-
clude from our columns, as far as might be, every expression 3'_1
and every appeal that might tend to precipitate a demonctﬁﬁbﬁ ;
which we Jervently forefend. But there have been moments
when we have doubted whether we were not mistaking our
duty in adopting a course which, while it might operate in some
measure to curb the course of events, must at the same time
help to conceal, from those who should know it, the du'ection :
‘which events are taking.

- The other unprecedented feature in the present movcm A

is its universality. .
There have been occasions in the past history of this Em.
pire when the independent British community have been united

2 ”:{m;'%

.5‘}1
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.in a feeling of strong antipathy to the measures of the Govern- |

‘ment, and on some of these occasions they have had the sym-

- pathy of many good men and truein the Government services.

t&

But there has been no previous occasion on which the great

~ bulk of those services, Civil as well as Military, have not only

been violently opposed in feeling to the policy of the Govern.

=

ment, but have come forward publicly to testify to their opposi-

tion. Not ouly was the public meeting of Wednesday last largely

attended by the Military and Civil Servants of the Govern-
ment, but it is no secret that the great bulk of the officers

=
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oo



of Ehr Mlgesty’t Army und of the Civil Servmea, Oovan nted
and Uncovenanted, in this country, heartily sympthise with
the attitude adopted by the independent Bhitish community.
‘We might go further ; but we are unwilling to go further, and
state,in plain words, what is notorious, but What, sc stated,
might appear like an appeal to those whose feelings were the
tbject of the statement, and cut away from the Government
the last chance of dignified retreat. Further, it is not only
British born community in India who stand one and all,
pposed with all the vehemence of which they are capa-
le, to the blindly infatuated policy of our present -rulers;”
but every European, every dofiiciled Anglo-Indian, every
urasian is with them. The feeling of the moment is one
of perfect solidarity between the Huropean and the mixed
races, and a large body of the alien Asiatics also are.
included in it. Ifit surprises the Government that communi.

os should rise in indignant protest againsta measure which -
kes away no right of theirs, we would remind the “Govern-
ment that these communities strongly feel, that every foreigner
in India strongly feels that whatever detracts from the ‘dignity
and the safety of Englishmen in India, detracts equally from
| their dignity and their safety ; and that the policy in which this
measure is but a stage, is one which, for the sake of an unattain-
able end, is destined, if not prevented in time, to strike at the
roots of our safety in India, they have no manner of doubt.

FROM THE LONDON CORRESPONDENT,

Some excitement has been caused by a letter from the Ga.lcutu
oomqpondont of the Times intimating the intention of your Governors
put you all at the mercy of Native Migiahnws This is & sound

tion? From the days of Lord William Bentinck down to those
d Ripon, England has been confronted with this anomaly inher
n administration, that she, the representalive, of parezcellence,
_ nﬁoml liberty has had in India to rule despotically. You .may
mombu' Lord Erskine’s famous reference to this in Stockdale’s case as

¢ Muu«nﬁuv B8g0, nowuo these extvemes tobe mmﬂdl i

"N, ‘



Is Britain to treat India as if her peopie were homogeneous, pu
spirited, and the outcome of European evolution ? Isnot this quest
its own answer? Even the Times, whichis never opposed to human
progress, has sounded the note of alarm. If the Babus of Bengal could
persuade the thinking part of the public—which after all is & small and
not = omnipetent minority—that they, the Babus, were ﬂt'"
every sort of autonomy, how would that affect the qneltion &
as  regards the odd hundred and a quarter millions who
form the balance of the sum total of the people of India? Even
in this country, which boasts of open courts, free reporting and news:
paper criticism, and all the appliances that our forefathers won in gea.
erations of gloom and glory, novy in movements swamped in blood, no
by the death ofa.kmg or the enforced change of a dynasty, it has
not been hitherto thought wise to leave the administration of justice
or of important affairs of State to chance instruments that may be quito !
unfit for the work. !

Bee what is going on in France, where the people have grasped uﬁ
limited poyer before acquiring the intellectual and moral habits éssen
tial to its due exercise. All the great interests of the country hav
been in succession outraged and endangered, Commerce has been
fottered by restrictions on the freedom of trade ; Religion has been
violated by the repressive measures adopted towards the Orders; Law
has been disturbed in the principle of the immobility of its officers,
a principle hitherto respected by Governments of every shade ; and now
the Army thinks itself insulted by the threatened cashiering of the effi
cient and well-conducted officers of the House of Orleans, The Senate
may ‘throw out the Bill, but at what a risk! The
army is also outraged by the appointment to the chief com-
mand of M, Thibaudin, who descredited himeelf in 1870 by breaking
his parole. It isnot intended to insist that any one of these poli.
cies may nol have plausible grounds of defence; but what can be the
prospects of a Republic which places itself in antagonism, by degrees,wm;
all the more important organs of the body politic, and leans at last only-
- upon the instinets of want, idieness, indiscipline, envy, and covetonn-
. ness? Mr. Courtney, who is one of the foremost and most practical of
our philosophic Radicals, states most positively that the representation
of minorities is ““ the only safeguard against the dangers of democracy.”s
‘But in Franee every minority is seen to be gradually muzzled, and the
_country is npidly assuming the condition of an undriven looomohve at i




This is & tervible diatribe to bave come out of the !ncrcued !powm

S.ut I am recounting nothing but facts;and I am sure you will lgreo

TO THE EDITCR OF THE ENGLIEHMAN,
Sie,—The effect of Mr, Ilbcrt's most ill-advised Bill is not only
*  to give Native Judges authority over the non.official community, but
©  overour men and ourselves. I wonld wish to point with all earnests
_ mess that the danger to the army &d the countwmy is a most serious one.

 lence if ome of their comrades were seutenced by a Native Judge, 1
~ belong to a large garrison and can positively assert there is but one
{';‘;ﬂ’loolylng among officers and men, and that is extreme and violent
indignation at the most audacious aitempt to deprive us of our
rights and privileges as English citizens. :
AN OFFICER OF THAT ARMY WHICH ENABLES
RADICAL POLITICIANS TO MAKE LAWS IN INDIA,

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN,

. Bmr,~If Mr. Ilbert is so anxious to abolish race distinctions in
" India as he declared himself to bein proposing his Criminal Amend- :
ment, let him bring a Bill to abolish caste, the privilege of the purdah
and exemption from the jurisdiction of Courts of Justice granted to
certain Rajahs.

~ Men of a caste as high as there is in the world, namely, Eng’lhh
genﬂemen, are not injured in caste by eating food or drinking water
out of vessels which have been touched by a man of a caste infarior to
their own ; then why should Brahmins, wko, to say the least, are not
kl a caste higher than that of an English gentleman, be allowed to raise

gtorm when their vessels are touched by such » person ?

English ladies, when plaintiffs, defendantsor witnesses, are com-

'" o pelled to attend personally in Courts of Justice and give their evidmo =

i “v'gﬂol‘ then why should Hindu and Mahomedan ladies be exampﬁd‘ .
| from doing so?

oot Whmktothm,boumpmwm!

f Native Magistrates. And from a Liberal, 1co, as you know me to 'bci

- I only express the opinion of every cfficer I have spoken with when I
u&thltit would be next to impossible to control our men from wvie.

¢

- English noblemen are not exempted from the jurisdiction of leh 2
of Justice; then why should Native Rajahs, who, to say the hut.! m o




Emaﬂ e *Bnglisman

:

It must he clearly understood that T am not advooating the pudpg,

of such a Bill. T am merely pointing out that, if Mr. Tibert persists'inr
his Criminal Amendment, he must propose it, unless he wishes to be
branded with inconsistency, and a desire to obtain popularity with
Natives by depriving Europeans of their privileges whilst leaving the
Natives theirs ; for the only logical inference which can be drawn from

* his reasons for proposing the Criminal Amendment is that the abolition

of caste, the privilege of the purdah, and of exemption from the juris-

‘diction of the ordinary Courts of Justice, granted to certain Rajahs, is

absolutely necessary. BRITANNICUS.
Bombay, March 2, 1883, ? w
.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN.
81r,~I enclose herewith a cheque for Rs. 100 as a payment in aid
of the funds required for- establishing the proposed European and
Anglo-Indian Defence Association,
Also Rs. 10 as subscription for the current month.
* Every ote contributing to the funds of the Association should, T
think, do 86 as a monthly subscriber, no matter how small the amount
of his subscription may be.
Even an anna per mensem from each one interested in, or having

¥

sympathy with, the movment now set on foot, would make up a eon- o
siderable sum at the end of the year. i

Supposing every British soldier in India werea subscriber to the

jbovo amount,the annual receipts from this source alone would be l.bont

hl.l! a lakh of Rupees.

‘T understand that there is nothing to disqualify the officers, non-
commisioned officers and men of the British army from joining the
. Association ; and I would suggest that they be invited to do so, if for
nothmg else, to give the Government &n opportunity of judging how
far the feeling of indignation so londly expressed by the Eu opean com.
munity is shared by the army in and out of India.

. B. 8.

17, Spence’s Hotel, Mnch 6, 1888. :

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN,
~ 8ir,~We who listened to Mr. Branson’s eloquent speech on  Wed-

uudayqtute understood, I think, without, “ John Croft’s” *reminder,

that the references in that address to the native community wera
“to be hken cum grano. Eor a public speaker to declare that &6
mﬂudomdmmlnueusii dqnmlm,inthele days, mpmmtmm




cqnidentxons crowd in to disabuse us of 80 plmlng a ni ﬁon,
, long as this absence of cordiality setween the native and the
n exists, so longis the native (qud native) unfitted to sit in
ent upon the European. This is the argument ; and no criticisms
‘apologies can upset it.
' In conclusion, allow me to quote the words of a dutingn‘uhﬂ
er, which are, in some sense, I think, applicable to the present
\

e '.l‘ho oonatxtutmn cannot stand h:e strain of &profound antipathy

ilant. The wise party leader is always ‘unwilling to raise these grave

hl\lal. The keen distrust with which our political idealists are rega.rd-' A
mainly’ due to the fecling that they do not sufficiently recognise v
Y ‘!otce of such prudentml reatwmts No one can tell. when that .

: Thd last passage just depicts our present condxtxon We are full
of uneasiness and suspicion. We know mnot what monstrous birth may

VOX POPULL

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN, ‘
81r,—The following significant words appearing in to-day’s issue of
the Indian Mirror ave a challenge to the honour of every Euroyaanmd 3
‘of Anglo-Indian in India :—
' The Vakils of the High Court at a meeting of their body M
_ resolved not to associate with him—(Mr. Branson) —professionally ; and
we are not misinformed even the muktiars, who, from their education
1 other circumstances, could have been least expected to have a.dopted
ch a course, have followed suit. The Native Actorneys of the High
Mﬂ;, again, we understand, will hold a meeting to take steps to mko
their disapprobation of Mr. Branson’s speech.”
ow this is nothing less than a native conspiracy to lbtempt‘ ‘
_persecute and crush professionally a political speaker for sdm
fearlessly tnd pubhely the poht.wa.l nghts o! Eumpesu and Aqgh-




I,ut every oomn\emhl and tmnng
ta, and every Anglo.lndhn ‘association and society,
i mpem British subject throughout India who can afford it, uena £
 once a general retainer to Mr. Branson. We must make eur int jor
marked in a most emphatic manner, that we will, to a man, rally roun
~and protect every one who bravely champions our cause. It wonldb h"i-h
deed be & grave slur on both our honour and cause if we were to tol
~ ate analive persecution of this despicable description without & counter
combinatxon to express our thorough disapprobation and to rmqu
. at the same time perfectly fruitless in result. I notice that Mr.
on’s htzh-mm'aed and generous apology for one or two ill.
ered epithets, evoked at the moment by excited feeling, has
meanly tortureg into an excile for pusillanimous jibes. Polit
I ons:tymust be felt, before it can be appreom.ted Wo mmt not

&Y

7

ua.'ll others born of Western thought and Western civilisation, be
spicnous by theirabsence at this critical time from the nativp
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the roots and examine its prodlgwnn growth, »

Bengal Club, March G, 1883,

e

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN,
m—Noththst&ndmg the gantlemauly o/mmdc hom'ablcmﬁc

SRS ER s s

s uteem » T am informed that a combination is being formodby W
B “i utom;oi pleaders and muktiars not to give him business. Such 4
mbmstlon but endences what we know of the vmdxctlve ohmt ;

.oven at the expcmé of-their duty to their native clients, who mm; M
gmdoeosu&er because their advisers would deprive them of legal
4 ‘.dvmqf which theythemselvos would approve, Sucha oombinm
;kp ev{danoes how httle the Bengali mstmots admit of the possessor

Tise se the true Brito in.a’dmay show the Goummento! hdﬁ
, lththl&*&uti in power, or imagined power, will sac j
Jﬂ Mﬂm of ‘his Wlﬁ, 'AC



vhom he owes an ‘everlasting debt of gra.htuda, * ‘ :
Menintbe work of promotmg the material progress of the oolm i
3 to vMoh they can lay no claim, except here and thereunder the inﬂnénoe ;
im“!y the teaching of Western civilisation. i
think Mr. Branson can afford to smile at such prgofs of . :
vindictiveness, but I also think the English Bar owe it to its dagnity to
taking business from the members of any native clique who can
ty of the combination referted to against a membet of their pro-
on, I think the respectable and independent portion of native
suitors, if they come to understand the true character of the native
ﬂiqm in question, will object to be gnided by it in respect of any Eng-
lish advocate whom they choose (? prefer. I speak advisedly of |
« pespectable and independent native suitors,” becdhse as to the rest it is -
well known that they are at the mercy of cértain native legal pmtxtion. ,‘
‘ers who do their work cheap and for the sake of getting business, how~
ever speculative or ““ sporting,”—advance costs out of their own pocket; :
3 tice which, when known, ought to be put down by all Judgesa
jartakmg of the character of champerty which may also luhlhntully
uht in such cases. by
: A EUROPELN. e
Muoh 6, 1883. % l

°

P, 8,;—European suitors, whether in the town or mofussil, seldom
5, gesort to native legal advisers, but those whodo may alsotake warting
. by the purport of this letter to select themselves the English barristers
"ivhonl they desire to employ as a protection against the nat:ve ohqud

March 8.

SPECIAL TELEGRAMS.
Jorhat, March 6.., e

' The North Lakhimpur planters have unanimously -ag:ea(L
ha.ve nothing whatever to do*with the Local Self-Govern- - e
1t or election of- members, until the withdrawal of Mr, Iibert.' e
minal Procedure Amendment Bill. ~ e, Sl

: i Madraa, March 7. |
.'The Loca.l Commlttee 18 prepa.nng a memoml to the




-questlon is the prinonpa.l topic of conversation, and Europew
. seem unanimous in proteatmg against the Bill.-

Lahore, March 7

A preliminary meeting was called for this afternoon to pro-
test against Mr. Ilbert’s Bill which proved for Lahore a crowd-
ed meeting. A Committee was appointed to arrange for a
monster meeting, and the meeting broke up after three groans
for Mr. Ilbert and singing the National Anthem. The Com-
mittee met afterwards, and arranged to hold a meeting on Satur-
day afternoon, when, it is believed, the station en masse and de-
legates from outstations will’ ‘oe present, there being strong
excitement.

We understand that the Bar of the High Court propose
taking severe retributive steps against the conspiracy of native
vakils and aftorneys to boycott Mr. Branson, and it will not be
long, we fancy, before the persons concerned in this unprofes-
gional course of uction are made to feel that they are playing
a losing game.

It is very much to be desired, we think, that the European
community should adopt some means of giving expression to
their sympathy with the gentleman who, in espousing theil
cause, has exposed himself to so unworthy a persecution. Oar
\ correspondent ¢ Civis,” whose letter we published yesterday, has
' pointed out one way in which this might be dene. Mr. Brans
son promptly came forward and made an ample amende for any
hasty expressions he had used in a moment of excitement. But
the event proves his generosity to have been thrown away, and
the only inference we can draw is that his persecutors are ins
fluenced by political rancour in taking the course they

have done. - .

i T0 THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN,
Str,—In considering the Criminal Procedure Amendment Bill,

i i every one appears to think that it will be only the unfortunate planter

am il masmd, and of cousse such wugust iadividuals a5 Lord



o e i e Oy . . oy » e a3 :;.‘ oz
Ripon, Major Baring and Messrs. Hope and Tlbert do not”"one?!oriuah_"
mall fry, : 5098 e
. But when it is taken into consideration that thero are over. sixty

(who is, of course, a secondary comsideration to &n economical Go-
yernment) might possibly strike his. syce for impertinence, starving
* his horse and selling the grain for his own profit, and would thuscome
- under the jurisdiction of natives accustomed to putting their horses

- (see a recent picture in Punch). If Lord Ripon wishes to estrange every

[\
s

?” . begiven him isto cause the Bill to be passed”

4 : A : EB.
u .
I it To THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN,

K

I 8m,—Will youallow me through your paper to suggest to the
 Military Member of Council, General Wilson, and to the Commander-in-
L Chief, Sir D. Stewart, that eve they give their support to Mr. Ilbert’s
. St i X

A

" ghould remember that, away from the Presidency towns, he is the

! will mostly bear. For though crime amongst the European population
" in India, ae has been observed, is rave, still the poor British soldier is
the ome most frequently, in the dock. In his sporting *ex-
cursions, in his rambles through the Bazars, he often comes
in  contact with the native, and as, unfortunately, it sometimes

happens, both sides have some misunderstanding, resulting in his being

b !
¥

 thousand British soldiers in India, costing the country indefinite mil
‘lions sterling per annum, the case is altered. Any 'Britiyh officer

~ onshort commons to prevent their having too much weight to carry

~ one willing to honestly support Gqyernment, the best advice that can

Bill, they will fully consider its effect on the British soldier. They. ,4

most frequent offender against whom this law if brought into force :

‘placed in the criminal dock, As Generals Wilson and Sir D. Stewart

prepared to make over the British soldier to the jurisdiction of native

. Magistrates? Have they considered the evils that may arise, the dis-

1 \ content that may ensue amongst those by whose aid the countryis '

5 ”\m&inly held? Arve-they prepared to hear of thevesenting of a trial in

- is the advice of

RALTIS

o

| 2o L

s"msh Court of a British soldier by his comrades, and the subsequent
“soenes that may arise? Are they ren.dy to go against what I feelmu s
Vq{mldbe the opinion of every officer commanding. Let them pause -
. and consider well these few words ere they speak on this measure om
| Friday: let them give it the fullest consideration, ere it tobe too late,
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*, 70 THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN.
S1r,—It is premature now to attempt to draw any moral sw'!"
by the excitement that pervades Caleutta society and overflows daily in

your columns. But one point is so prominent that I would ask leave

briefly to notice it.
It is bhardly credible that we are only oneshort month from the

Trades’ dinner, and the mutual admiration which it glorified, So
" Violent a transition must have more than surface causes, It is general.

ly allowed that the Government of a country is what the social force®
dn existence compel it'to be, and that the greatest of the active social
forces is opinion. The native Jurisdiction Billis alleged to be based

- not only on opinion, but on an overwhelming expression of it, The

facts and the phrase ha%e been much criticised, and they meritit. I will

only say here that they contain an absolute misapprebension. There
Wwasno consensus, nor was the opinion in any sense overwhelming.

Hence, I am led to infer, some great defect in tLe way in which opinion
is collected or represented. It isa common remark that there ig

. no public opinion in India, and this, in one sense, true, is because
~ a8 a rule that opinion is quiescent and not active. But recent events

show that it not only exists, but is extremely sensitive, and, whep
roused, a real power that must be reckoned with. But to give this
to power its legitimate and regular influence, it must bo organised. And

this brings .me to my proposal that we should establish in Calcutta &
_political Club, on the model of ‘the similar institutions in England,

The Club should be political in the widest sense, and of course mot
~'based on the party Shibboleths prevalent at home; on the contrary, it

should bea counterpoise to the growing and very mischievous tendency

to reproduce in this country party spirit and misleading analogies. ]

"fPhe Club which I contemplate would be the centre and focus of an.

\ opinion that might really be relied on.

At present we have nothing of the kind, Indian Society is steeped
in officialism, and there is some truth in Colonel Chesney’s apparent
paradox, that men would do their “work better if they did it less

I'he . Bengal Club by no means uanswers the purpose. Ite

is. a . somewhat dull and decaying institution, but whether it
- might not be galvanised intc new and vigorous life by being phoodﬁ

in commemoration of these events, on a political basis, it is for its man.
* agersto consider. The United § ervice Club is, of course, the reverse of

what is wanted ; for, in combination with that pestilent table of prece-
dence, it simply aggravates an already serious evil, Let us havea Club
mmm e pleasant to meet. andwhere the o_uemon- of the dw



‘oan be discussed fully and freely with all the side lights ot qnnﬁ:cﬂng
interests and varied experiences. Are we so immersed in our pleasures
‘and dead to our,duties as to provide a habitation and a name for the
lighter amenities of lawn-tennis and Saturday evening, representations, -
~ while we make no provision for aiding those in authority among us 'by 3
g the best safeguard of free institutions ?

CIVILIAN,
B Calcutta, March 7, 1888. |
‘
5 TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN, e

81r,—Political agitation, particularly when based upon race differ-
ences, is greatly to be deprecated in India, but, the Government having
forced it upon the European community, self-preservation compels that
' community to act in self-defence, and, if necessary, the war may readily
| Dbecarried into the opponent’s camp, '

. A strong political Defence Association having been formed
addresses might be drawn up demanding the abolition of tle numerouns

. legal privileges of natives, insisting on the appearance of native ladies

ke in Courts, &c., &c. Strongly worded protests against natives’ privileges

would bring home to the general body of natives what equality means,

This would bring the general body over tothe opinion that it would be

wise to let the rights of Europeans alone. : :

| BRITON.

Cnn'uaom.
At the meetvng of Europeans at the Club Building on the evening of 2nd
instant, it was proposed by Mr. W. F. Halliday and seconded by Mr, 8. D.

it

\ I. That in the opxmon of this meeting the proposed amendment of the o
Q@riminal Procedure Code is inopportune.
*  II. That we consider English men and women have inherited tho rlsbtf‘ !
to be tried by their own countrymen, and vigorously protest ugamst my in 4
terference with this right. Carried unanimously. L)

ALFRED J. DOWLING, w
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*  Present orgrepresented :—F. McL. Carter, W. F. Halliday, 8, J, Martin,
‘H Maguire, J. F. Mill, J. A. Cave-Browne, W. B. Lowrix, A, F. Bruce, J.
L, Macpherson, A. Brownlow, A. Watson, R. N. Pritchard, J. D, Gwilt, B,
Good, J. Pergusson, E. P. Wood, T. G. Buraell, and A. F. Bowliug. 4

TP et

The feeling among the planting community and Europeans in Behar has

been so very intense on the subject of the proposed amendment of the

© C. P. C. that a very numerously attended meeting was held at the Club house
at Mozufferpore, on Monday, the 5th March, under the presidency of Mr.
'W. B. Hudson, Secretary of the Behar Indigo Planters’ Asseciation. Other
meetings were simultaneously convened at Motihari, Chapra, Sewan, Dar-
bhanga, Somastipur, Manjhaul, and during the course of the day advices
were received from all these stations g@ridencing a widespread unanimity on
the resolutions proposed to them, and which at Mozufferpore Mr." Hudson
introduced in the following speech :—

GENTLEMEN,—From the reports of the late public meeting to protest
against the Bill to give natives jurisdiction over Furopean British subjects
you will have seen how the interests of men isolated, as most of us are here,
h'nvq been looked after by our brethren in Caleutta. We owe a deep debt of
gratitude to thegromoters of that meeting, and more especially to Messrs.
Keswick, Branson and the other speakers for their plain denunciation of the
mistake that has been made in attemptingto remove a single jot of the rights
and privilegesswe enjoy as guarantees of that desrest right of a free-born
man—his liberty. For the last week I have been inundated by letters from
planters and other non-officials, ealling on me as Secretary of the Panters® As-
sociation to hold public meetings in the districts, so that the voice of the
‘hundreds of European residents scattered over North Behar might reach Go-
vernment. As I had already addressed Sir 8. Bayley on the subject, I wish
to receive his reply before calling meetings as requested, so that that reply

| might be placed before them and be a guide to us, as to whether it would real-
" ly be necessary to memorialise the Viceroy on the subject.
. For my own part, I did not think it would be. I was strongly persuaded
.'that this Bill had been introduced in entire ignorance of the position in which
thousands of non-official Europeans found themselves in the interior, and of
their feelings on the subject; and that assoon as these had been brought to
the knowledge of Lord Ripon, he would have ordered the attempt at legisla-
tion on this subject to be relinquished. However, Sir S. Bayley telegraphed to
me three days ago that there would be some delay in my receiving a reply to
. my leltter, consequently I yielded to the general desire and called meetings
" this day at convenient places all over North Behar, and to the different gentle-
' men who will preside, mostly District Secretaries of the Planters’ Associa-
_ ftion, I wrote as follows :—
: “My DEAR Sir,~From all sides I am urged to call public meetings to .
’ protest against the Bill before the Council to givo native Magistrates jurisdio-
© tion over European British subjects, and asitis to be discussed on the

&
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ﬁmpunnddauu on Monday next, and like meetings will be held dnml
ly in'all #he other districts. I propose that the following resolution ﬁl
ut to each meeting, and, if it be passed, that I be authoris®@ by the Chair-
ke mn ; the different meetings by wire to forward it as the unanimous rupro-
‘  of the non-official residents of North Behar to Sir 5,4 Bayley, with
! !oquest that he will lay it before the Viceroy. I think in such a mattar
Wm entirely out of place. Ttis foolish to threaten when thero is no
power to coerce, and it is only fair to Government to give them credit for
sufficient consideration towards their best subjects (Buropeans) to prevent

- Now that the voice of the commEhnity have been heard over the length
and breadth of the land protesting against the proposed measure, you will see
that due weight will be given to the well-founded objections that have bm
urged against it.

i

a8 the kingdom of Magadha, A celebrated man ascended the throne then in' *

. all the Greek troops and colonists who had been estubfished there By
. Alexander the Great, and placed himself on the throne of the **Five
Rivers.” This hero’s name was Chandra Gupta, the Greek Sandracottus.
»"Woll. gentlemen, in these days another Gupta has arisen ws a revolus
_ tionist; but he is not, I think, the calibre of mam to drive the Behar .
‘Mounted Rifles out of Behar. {Laughter). But he demands jurisdioﬁon
over European British subjects; and 1 think there isa very good reason
for saying that he is not fit for it. A short time ago Gupta’s fgzher wd
uncle were candidates for a Municipal election, and he himself had oan-

“have said *“ I am not the man who ought to try it."> If the parties had said :—
. *“We have confidence,” well and good. The cliarges were theft and brgsoi
~ of the Postal Act. Any man of sense would have seen that no moun;of
‘evidence could substantiate a charge of theft. But Gupta allowed monbhs. to.
o on, squandered in the work of collecting evidence Bearing on the theft
kﬁ‘ Eventually it became clear that the Magisirate c'ntemphud
wing up a formul charge of theft and triing the ucocused on 1&.

d the case,. saying that if the drawing up of a charge of theft wm y
rulb contemplated and the Mnglstmte intepded trying it lnmne!f ft

bM to-dgy (March 1st), asklng you to hold a meetms offln o

Two thousand two hundred years ago this Province of Behar was lmown g A

- vassed. Therefore, when the case was laid belore him, he should at onoe ik

thom forciug & measure upon us for which the country is not fit. bl T

S j.—i

y

 B. (.82, He headed a national insurrection and expelled from the Pnn)ab AW

,—‘«
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‘No niting. then, butmt show of deoinon at wrong moment !ﬂu
~ was tkat when the matter came beforo tho High Court, the thett was i’ :
R dropped ‘under what amounted to the Judge’s direction, and the a !
@ fined Rs. 50 under the Postal Act.
e Now the Government proposition is, not to do away with all race distines !
“tions (they have not the courage of their opinion), but to allow certain
individuals to exercise the powers of their positions without limitation on
. Account of race; the argument being that they must be such exceptionully
'_ good men, as to be fit for the purpose. It is, I think, a strong argu-
ment to say, “Look at the man who started the difficulty, and who |
L XS 18 (ew-hypothese) one of the first men who would be entrusted with the
decision of casos which adwmittedly require exceptional powers of m Tl
~and discretion. Look at him on the first occasion on which he is con
fronted with a case requiring Romeijipg more than the ordinary routine
% procedure—look at the remarkable absence of equity and firmness ! (Hear,
 hear). This is the man who demands that our liberties, the liberties for
which our ancestors have fought—kings, nobles and prelntel—iho\lld h
entrusted to him ! (Derision). :

’ Now, gentlemen, affer what has been said for us in Caloutta, T
~ . have little fyrther to say, except to propose this resolution, The plain ,
truth about our position appears to me o be this: We conquered -:"“
‘India by the sword, we hold it by the sword, and will hold it against

all odds ? Ag long as it iskept plainly in view that India, with its 250 millions

of people, is held and administered by one hundred thousand Bﬁﬁaﬁ.ﬁu*
sympathy of every honest man of the governing race will be with the m

ed, and their shortcomings and prejudices will be pardoned mdmpeﬂh‘

i their customs treated tenderly. ‘But, once place the races in juxta-position
| asequalsin every way, and then commences a race struggle which wﬂlonly) Y
? end by the political effacement of one of the two. That one will not, I
belinve,be the British, and even if it were, another European nation mu

| takeour place. Mhe fact.of our having infused a fewof our national virtues
,\ _ into a few trained men, is but a poor plsa to advance for upsetting the Mﬁ ;
vy pol\tioal and judicial status of the races.

i Now, gentlemen, I shail put this resolution ; but it must be borne
~inmind that, should Government show farther disregard for our foelings and
. interests in thxs matter, this meeting is only the beginning of our duties in #
;egutd toit, ~As a scattered communty, weshall have few opportunities of,di.-
,gpuu'lnz it together, buti by combination and with the aid of those true friends
i Caleutta wito did noty in their own security, forget their brethren in their

Jonely Liowes in the interior—pleuse God, if uecessary, our voices will beheard
n Westminster itself.. And our motto must be moderation, ngtiuo 4
m“nuywbhng firmness. (Hear, hear.) I cannot conclude without bitterly
g thoso who héyepmduinthemﬁou thatwe are today, and




mnytmmﬁvebrothm (Loudapplaule ). Mr. HndmnthmmuLth
following resolution :—

~ “That all present at this meeting protest against any mhrkmu
W“h‘ the rights we enjoy as European DBritish subjects in India, That
we believe that it is only ignorance of the position ‘in_which tho
| of Buropeans are placed in the interior that permitted™he proposal to
. give natives jurisdiction over European British subjects to be placed before
| the Council, and that we authorise the Secretary of the Behar Indigo Planters,
[ Association to request the Hon’ble Sir Steuart Bayley to ~lace this our hum-
- ble but firm protest before H.,E.the Viceroy in thelassurance that Lord Ripon
- will not permit our most cherished privilege of being tried by our peers to be
~ faken away from us.
- Mr. A. Rennie, of Rani Syedpore, in rising to second the reaolutlon, urged .
| thatthe temperate language employed+ inadequately expressed the feelings
_ which possessed him for one, and which, looking faround hiwm, it was appareng;
I possessed the districts. He was quite certain that the sense of the meeting

wasg an indignant protest against the contemplated escheat, not of their privil-

eges, but what it was the boast of every Englishman to regard as his right. He
| therefore moved the substitution of the words *‘ indignant” and *‘rights” in
I place of “humble but firm” and of “privileges.” The amendment was received

with uproariousapplause, and the resolution was carried [unanimously.

“ : The following names of gentlemen present were then subscribed to the

' resolution :— .
g M. J. Wilson, W. Mackenzie, W. Macgregor, A. Macfarlabe, L. Orgi-
A, Tripe, J, Tripe, R. Browne, W. Short, H. Collingnidge, C. Lange, J. C.

~ Barton, F. W. Barton, A. 8. Vipan, A. MacIver, H. Mauners, E. Manners, .

J. Grant, A. 8. Moloney, T. Barclay, W. K. Wilson, J. Barclay, M. G,
‘Wilson, H. Moseley, G. Robertson, E. Murray, A. Murray, L. Bean, ¥, O.
Vipan, C. P. Ruxton, J. Leadon, H. Spry, T. Lamp, C. Macpherson,
H. Holloway, ¥. Byng, L. Berkley, E. Llewhellin, C. Sewell, J. Wlutty
J. Nash, E. Stonewigg, A. Rennie, W. Elliott, W. Cox, C. Simpson, M,
Lloyd, R. Carruthers, G. Smith, J. Ronald, E. Thomas, G. Sutherland, H -

Jones, H, Willock, H. Caine, C. Day, H. Cox, C. Browne, F. Fletcher, G

Collingridge, E. Moore, H. Berrill, E. Vmcent P. Stevens, E Stevens,

\M Lines, W. Mackenzie, J. Wilson, J. Mackinnon, J. TFilgate, J. Sevestre, -

Hume, A. Ogilvy, R. Coryton, G. Louis, H. Sealy, W. Dixon, C, DmleH
i Hickley, J. 8. Begg, W. Finch, J. Finch, J. Sutherland, W. Crowdy,
| . Inglis, ¥. Nibblet, R. Lethbridge, C. Pearson, F. Wyatt, E. Hooley, R, -
- Wilson, A. Blechenden, N. Hickley.
Mr. Rennie then rose to make a further proposition in these words 1=
. GENTLEMEN,—Passing resolutions and sending petitions to the Governs
ment of this country are excellent measures in their way, but in a
case like the present this may not be enough; we may have to M

urther, in ‘the event of our petitions proving fruitléss, Therefore I

i i
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propose that" we should send petitions to our several town and country 5

members of Parliament at Home, (hear, hear) asking them severally

and individually to help and protect us in this our hour of need iu
upholding our rights as free-born Britons, that they may not be torn
from us, Also that we should, one and all, get our relations and
friends to meet the members in question and present our petitions, impressing
on them the seriousness to us and many near and dear to us, of this question,
and that we should take every step in our power to make them cognisant of

" the true facts of the case, thus strengthening their hands and guiding them

in their vote when this matter is brought forward in Parliament, as it assured-
1y will be, in the event. of this radical insanity being carried to a head !
(Lound and continued applause.)

il

. »
March 9.
SPECIAL TELEGRAM.

Madras, March 5,
A meeting of European British subjects, chiefly planters
residing in the Wynaad and neighbourhood, will be held on
Friday next for the purpose of entering an earnest protest
against the passing of Mr. Ilbert’s Bill, as being not only pre.
mature in itself, but calculated to seriously injure the prospects
and prestige of European British subjects, to engender class
irritation, and to check the inflow and distribution™ of Euro-
‘pean capital throughout the mufasal.

-

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ENGLISHMAN. ‘
Sigt,—1 think T am expressing a-widely felt sentiment when I ask you, ot
some competent authority, to rule upona point of special interest at the pre«
sent erisis—the relation of members of the Legislative Council to any meastire
brought before them by @ member of the Executive Council, A glance at

the composition of the Council under the Act of 1861 will show that it
~ consists of 19 members including the Viceroy, of whom 7 are ordinary mems

‘bers of the Executive Council, and 11 are additional members, consisting of

b official persons, of whom the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal is ex-officio,

and 6 non-officials, of whom 4 are'natives. It is obvious that if there be any
law or other compulsion which requires the official element to vote one way
§  onany ogeasion, then any decision of the majority must be a ‘foregone cone



on. Int us see whether there is any nuoh neoenlty, whiph, a!%
make a farce of discussion and of the decision arrived at. |

by the analogy of the English Cabinet, n,nd that any dissent should be accom-.
e by resignation of office—the invariable course at home, as tly

only for the remaining non-official members.

r the Indian Councils Aot, but is opposed to the whole theory of the

contrary, the law provides that the Governor-General can set aside the even

their dissent and provides for it; and that oonaequoutly any vote not suppport-

~members of the Xxecutive Council, & fortiori official additional members

—t0 vote “otherwise than sirictly accordingto their honest convictions. I
“might bring rep eated precedents to support this view throughout, e. g., the
. coguate debate of 1872, when the Government was defeated, and when the
‘minority on the division included the majority of the Executive Council,
I do not stay to consider the view whether liberty permissible on an amenﬂ-
~ ment is not, of course, equally pernnsmble on a Bill,

' Now, Sir, I will say nothing about the Native J umdlctxon B}ll on iﬁ

authority to which I lay no claim. But I ask youto call upon those who
%:uke part in to-day’s debate to weigh well their undoubted, couslitutiona
1

"honesbly convinoed that the Native Jurisdiction Bill is supported by argu,

“tiss mon sometimes come to dignities; and thie whole Anglo-Indian comxm;xﬁﬁ
will mark in what form and when the thirty pieces of silver will be pn.id, '
they wm loiuﬂlthmo.lwm. in the pmor thlt th( Miniénf;

J‘l',, P e

stitution. Of compulsion by law there is absolutely no trace; on the

ed soiely by sineere convietion has the effect of depriving the ndmmmmtlon !
~of 80 much of that professional knowledge and experiente’ which it was
the object of the appointment to secure. 1If this view be correct, and if the
analogy of the English Cabinet be false and misleading in the case of

‘are uuder no compulsion whatever—none at least fhat they could avow

 merits; nothing about its most remarkable antecedents ; nothing about ‘its
~ momentous consequences. All this will be set forth to-day with fom Iﬂd i

tsand duties, and to do justice to their great trust. If is possible, for the =
s of nature are infinite, that there may be minds su ¢oustituted as tobe =

ments that satisfy prudent practical statesmanship ; but if such minds fail to 3
ow adequate grounds for the faith which is in'them, the inevitable conclu=
“sion will be that other unworthy considerations are at work ; that by indigni_

1t is sometimes argued that members of the Executive Council are bound el

sbed by Mr. Bright. The same analogy is said to apply, though with
ﬂmmenoy,tothe additional official members, absolute freedoin bemg'

Is this so ? I submit that such a view is not only entirely mmupporbed v

‘unanimous opinion of hisadvisers, and can make ordinances, in his ‘own.
name, having the force of law, a proy ion  which clearly contemplates and i
legitimatises the dissent of his constltuted advisers, And as regards the

%oory of the constitution, I contend that members of the Executive Couueil
mmpfessly appointed ‘to supply the professional knowledge and local
experience which the Viceroy will usually lack ; that the law contemplates




ﬁummmuummum.wnmmmm lul,logyto i
rmtwo- :

k! ? oy Y
There is not even the remotest shadow of a question of the
aceuracy of the view put forward in the letter of our correspon-
dent “ Civis” regarding the position of the official members of
the Council. Tt is inconceivable tous how any man conld
honestly liold a different view ; for, while the law leaves f,ho
- members in question absolutely free to speak and vote accord-
‘ing to their convictions, any gther construction of their dnhy‘
would stamp the Gouncil as an Maborate fraud.

; If there was ever an occasion on which the members of ﬁu
Council, whatever their official position, and whatever the degree
or manner of pressure brought to bear upon them, were bound

" to speak out fearlessly and honestly, it is this, when the unreas
soning obaﬁnacy of the head of the Government and his moré

' intimate advisers threatens to launch the country upon a sen
of troubles the shores of which no man can see.

The letter from an officer of a large garrison whinh W ;
prmt.ed on Wednesday, describing the intense indignation
which pervades the British army in India is one of severi.!w

;., the la.me, or similar purport, and is more than confirmed by
& wha,t we hear freely spoken on all sides. The letter of Mrs.
B;everldge, a lady well known for her kindly sentiments towsfdi
natives, and for her exertions in their behalf, speaks the feel
_ings of every Eoglishwoman in India. Is the Government
prepared to inaugurate a new era in which not only will it have
?;o govern India without the sympathy of Eoglishnfen, but

~ every honourable Boglishwoman will regard the country with

‘Toa.chmg anq a.bhorrence ?

i We publash elsewhere an advertisement, a.nnouncmg the
‘Eomtmn of a European and Anglo-Indian Defence Auoau-:

Mad mvihng sublmpémns from the communities interest-

s @po!'t. T“i growing feelmg of ihleodnt; tmiﬁ

‘»‘, &



