: b;theaotl and uttera.noel of the present Governmenl has
~ found voice in the cry of indignation and alarm evoked by | the
Criminal Procedure Code Amendment Bill now 'before the
Council. How universal and how intense this feelmg y, the
Jetters which are pouring into the Press,and the formal pro-
tests which are being recorded at public meetings in all parts
: ‘.‘ of the country, abundantly testify. The motives which i inspire
it are quite as much patriotic as personal. The convietion is
geneml that, important as the evil effect of the present Bill on
existing individual interests is likely to be, it sinks into insig.
" nificance in comparison with the injury wnth which national
~ interests are threatened by tae policy of “which the Bill is a

,‘ But it is not mere shouting at a public meeting in this
ﬁ& country, bhowever loud, or letters to the Press, however forcible,
‘g that will avail to arrest the progress of a Government obsti-
%.:\ ~ nately bent on the realisution of the wildest theorie§ coute que
ﬁ ~ coute. ‘The voice which is loud here to those ears are those
| not stopped with the wool of officialdom, is but a still, small
'g voice to the people of England. An orgapisation is want-
" ed which ‘shall not only enable the European and Anglo-
Indian public te exercise an effective influence on local
{ counsels, but furnish it with powerful mouth-pieces at home |
This is the main object of the present Association ;—to
watch with unremitting vigilance every act of the Government;
to speak out and act promptly and effectively at the first sign of
~ danger, and to obtain such support at home, both in and out of
_ Parliament, as shall secure a respectful hearing for its just re-
utations. But this is an object which cannot be achieved
without a liberal and steady expenditure of money, as well as
: ponona.l effort ; and thus it is that every European, every
domiciled Anglo-Indian and Eurasian, who holds British inter-
ests and British honour dear, or whose interests in this country
~ are in any way identified with British interests, is earnestly
~ invited to come forward at once with his qnota. large or
i smll, towardl the carrying out of this grea.t ob;ect; m
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~ right of trial by their peers. All surplus funds will be invested
~ and the income applied to car Img out the further objects of

- should exercise its power of deciding a question which has

::.:,'_‘ truth, there need be mo doubt. That the Government m
3 md:mdrumtouhe storm it was. nims.u m:

every one “subsoribe ;—not only him who can put down hip
 thousand rupees, but him who can spare even a single rupee,

for the common purpose, and let every one subscribe as prompt.
ly as possible.

As stated in the advertisement, the first expenditure of
the funds of the Association will be for the purpose of oppos-
ing by every legitimate means possible, both in England and
in India, the present proposal to deprive British subjects of the

the Association, wisich is to be"jlaced on a permanent footing,
and which, if the signs of the times are of any’ value, has &
long and arduous battle before it.

e A Y
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A contemporary who has hitherto distinguished himself
among his fellows as the one solitary supporter of Mr. Tlbert’s
Bill, and who has had the credit on more than one occasion
within the last few days of being the mouth-piece of the Govern-
ment in the matter, has at last discovered not only that the Gov-
ernment by acting, in this matter, in complete ignorance ofthe
feelings of its European subjects, has placed itself in an

“ excessively unpleasant anl invidious position;” but
that it is doubtful whether, as a matter of policy, il i
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created such “ unprecedented excitement,” ‘and on which it
finds itself in opposition to the * vast majority” of non-official
—it might have said the vast majority of official and the entire
body of non-official—Englishmen in India, aud whether 1t u\
should not rather refer the matter to Parliament.
© The Government, our contemporary informs us, “had
not gauged, it had nov even dreamt of, the feelings slumber- -

- ing in the breasts of Europeans in India, which have
| mowrisen in tempestuous agitation.” Whether it still speaks -

with the voice of authority, or not, we cannot say, probably
not ;—but that, in making this statement, it speaks ~ the literal

VA.
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piu'ble t.lmt. any Govempent in 1ts sober senses vwoulki : except'
i under the pressure of the most emergent necessitv, hava&eﬁ i
~ berately perpetrated the incaleulable nnschxef " which
its present action has caused. By this fg,ct alone the
Government stands convicted of gross ineampétenc for the
dmh&rge of the high functions with which it is entrust.
‘ed. _For there could be no more conclusive proof of rottenness
in eltherthe system or personnel of a Government, than ts .,
| absolute ignorance of the feelings of those whom it goveml
_ But let that pass for the present. Our contemporary, as we said,
questions the policy of the quernment of Indla exercising . its i
~power of deciding a question'in respect of Swhich it standsin 80
invidious—and, we might add, so perilous—a position, We, 7\'\;
~ however, go further than this, and unhesitatingly assert that ;
~ the question is one which it would be an outrage on Enghahmem
i for the Legislative Council of India, as at present constituted, |
" to decide. We maintain that the questionby whom English-
" .men should be tried is one upon which natives of India haveno
- mannerof right to be heard, still less to vote. It is a question
. which, if, seeing how long and in what sort it has been already
~ settled, it should be raised at all, should"be decided by English-
~ men and by Englishmen alone. We protest most emphatically
' in the name not only of the British community in India, but (
of the British' mation, against the submission of s.pch‘ & o
~ question to the verdict of a body in which the scale may
~ 'be, and is very likely to be, turned by the votes of Asiaties.
- Unless the majority among the English members  of o
~ Couneil against the Bill were in the proportion “of two to
| one, this question of the hereditary rights of Enghshmﬁa
\\ would come practically to be decided by the native members.
“And we maintain that it is an iniquitous, an intolerable thmg‘
ha.\\ Englishmen should be liable to have their bu‘thngh
~ voted away by Asiatics.
- ' Let fresh public meetings be held,and let the Bntxsh sqm
‘munity s¢lemnly and formally challenge the right of themwe
membgrg (}ouncxl to vote on a questlon wlmh éom

)
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: ﬁeradltary'nght won by their ancestors from their own sove-
A reigns, and jealously guarded by t.hem for a long senea" of
genemuons ;
Lest there should be any misunderstanding about the i%
motive for this challenge, let us add that we put it forward nog ’3?1
~ because we do not believe the native members of the Council to
~ be good men and true, but because we hold the question to be
. one which can constitutionally he decided by Englishmen alone,
~and on which, froin the very nature of the case, no alien is
oompetent to form an opinion. iy ,
. For the rest, we have no do#pt that the true policy of the v |
Government is simply to withdraw a Bill the impolicy of which
+ depends on circumstances which no vote of Parliament can re- E
“move, <or in any degree affect; and the mischief of which no f
_sgch verdict can mitigate.

Thougl it was inevitable that the outrage on the rights of

* Englishmgh contemplated in Mr. Ilbert’s should arouse strong 5
passions, %and that strong passions should find expression :
in strong language, it would be a grave mistake to suppose |
~ either that the feeling which underlies the vehement opposia
. tion of Europeans in Indiato the measure, is generally one of
. hostility to the natives of this country, or that the arguments
. against it derive their chief force from considerations of race
je&lousy or race antagonism. -
" Divested of all such considerations, the question for

\ § exammatxon is. whether British born subjects, hitherto
).,en]oymg the right to be tried or committed for trial, in
~ respect of offences committed by them in the Mufasal
by Judges and Ma.gxstra.tos who are British subjects, should
‘ 'ffham!ter be rendered amenable, for the same cause, to the
i Jurmhotlon of Native Civilian Judges and Magistrates; or, . *
~ putting the same question in other- words to show its true
* aspect, whether the duties of Mufasal Judges and Magmtm@el. :
o are British born subjects, in connexion with offences com-
Erituh born mb;ects, lhould het9alter be ubq:j

aE

RN

S NP E S

EE




qnemon propounded for solution :—Flirst, who are the peﬁonn b
ntitled to seek the relief involved in the proposed change
in the law, and who are the persons “agtually moving

whether the change should be made. Thirdly, the conse-
qu likely to result from the proposed change. To dis-
cover who are the persons entitled to -the relief involved
- in the proposed change in the existing law, we must carefully
- look at the nature and features of that change. Now the con-

. templated change may be coficisely statedl thus : the partial
. assignment and transfer of certain duties imposed by law,
‘hitherto discharged solely by Judges and Magistrates who are

{
)
3

T

_trates. This being the nature of the change, it is apparent
that the persons to be benefited are a class of Huropgan officials,
and the persons on whom the burden is to be' cast corre.
sponding to the benefit to be conferred, are Native Civilian
Judges and Magistrates, assuming for the purposes of

. that position that the native commumty® have no complaint
- that the jurisdiction exercised Ly Huropeans over their brethren

{ inthe Mufasal is tainted with partiality. In this state of

| things the persons who would be entitled to the relief involved

! in thechange are European Civilians, and the persons against

| whom such relief would be sought are Native Civilian Judges

E ~ and Magistrates, or, to use a legal analogy, the proper parties

{ arethe Buropean Civilian Judges and Magistrates as complain-

1\ ants, and the Native Civilian Judges and’ Magistrates as
| defendants. Having brought the matter to a direct issue

t . between the proper parties to the contest, we proceed to

consider whether the position we have taken up, as

~ directly flowing out of the subject of enquiry, is borne
 out by the actual facts of the present case. We find
to our utter astonishment and to the total discomfiture of our

- logic, that the facts are the other way. The Native Civiliang

R et ;~,

British born subjects, to Native Civilian Judges and Magis- -



are the persons seeking the relief, they are the com
they are the persons who desire to ease the Europeans of a -
| tion of the burdens of oﬁice, and to assume the duties and
‘ ponubllmeu connected therewith, not at the request, or with 1
- consent, of those they seek to benefit, but voluntarily and of
_their own motion. This aspect of the case undoubtedly pre- ~_}
sents to our astonished senses an anomaly of the very worst -
description, and locking at the matter from this point ot
.view, we are forced, in the reversed state of the parties to the
cause, to hold that the conflict ought not to proceed, that ﬂn'}i
~relief must be refused, and that the proposed change upon the
motion of personsewho are whllly wit hout interest in support- 15
ing it should be abandoned. Passing on from the first lulo\fig
proposed for our consideration to the second, we promd»l
to ascertain the grounds on which the change is pro-
posed. In dealing with any piece of legislation, we muit-‘ #
be satisfigd that the primary - condition, t.e., a clear neces- 'y
gity for the ‘proposed law, exists—whether there is an ,3'
exmtihg mischief to be remedied or miscarriage of justice ¥;
‘to be averted ; or whether an improvement is to be effected for
the benefit of the people of the country. We. arenot aware
- that the iuterests of justice require or necessitate the p:opoud‘
! change No complaint has been urged by the native community
- that Buropean Civilians are purtial to their countrymen in
dealing with their cases, that their acts are oppressive to native
_complmna.nts, 50 as to amount toa denial of justice to them i
K on occasions on which they seek the assistance of the ll.w |
. against the wrongs committed hy  Europeans &gauut
- natives. Such a case has not been made, and, what is more, has -_1.u‘
*not been suggested or'insinuated. We may, therefore, fairly
dismiss from our consideration that the interests of Jumee im. 4
3 pomtlvely demand the change. ‘.
.. Pursuing the subject of our enquiry, we proceed to coxmder
! vhether the proposed step is an improvement on the exuhng
hwmther uregards Englishmen or as regards natives. The 'i

-




" be as familiar with the thoughts and feelings of
Engluhmen, with their motives to actions and their character
‘their own countrymen. We may, therefore, safely conclude
th;t as regards Englishmen the proposed measure will not be
improvement. As regards natives the proposed law affects
“no cha.nge Their welfare and hgppmess are untouched by its
provisions, and their position rfmains unalfered, unless the

provement of the existing law as affecting them, Now, in the
: ;mgmu.tmn be brought within the range of an imprdvement of

~ sentiment is national, having reason to believe that it only
1 _exists in the minds of afew persons who have visited Eng-
} land, and their friends, and is altogether absent from the
. thoughts of the general native public.

i Having shown that there is mno solid glound what-
I ever for the contemplated change in the law, we propose to
_ examine the other phase of the question, namely, whether good
a.nd substantial reasons exist against the alteration of the ex.
utmg law. The right, immunity or privilege, by wha,tgver

i
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Jauthority of their own counlrymen may, be called, has existed
HA' ince the English first came into this country, aud has been
i preserved and guarded with scrapulous care by statutes touch-

assu ed as an incontrovertible proposition«that the& cun-.‘

- removal of an alleged invidious distinction, supposed to exist
a8 a national sentiment, is to be regarded in thelight of an im-

ﬁnt place changes due to sentiment cannot by any stretch of

_an existing positivelaw; and in the next we deny that the

~ name the subjection of Englishmen in respect of offences tothe

ing their status in this country and their liberty, The right to
be gudged by their own peers is a right which Englishmen have
en;oyed at least since Magna Charta, and unless there is reason .
to suppose that they have forfeited that right by residence and |
~ sojourn in this country, Englishmen still possess that right une
! in fullforoe, and in active opmtmn, not to be cone
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trolle& or set at nonght exeept nnder urgent a.nd im ‘_ :
Sti.te necemty which has not as yet occurred. Tl\e'

thei\‘ own laws, have been, and are stlll enjoyed by Eng-
lishmen in foreign countries under Asiatic rule inhabited '
people whose laws and usages have been, and are, at variance
with all the principles, feelings and habits of European Chris,
tians. The grounds aupon which this general exemption from
jurisdiction to foreign potentates, rulers of Asiatic countnel,
has been based are lucidly stated by Lord Stowell in The Indian
Chief, which may be referred to as defining and illustrating
the incidents arising out of ﬁle relative positions of Weltom
and Eastern people in Eastern countries.
Lord Stowell decided the case of The Indian Chief in tln

year 18)0, but prior to that time the principle that Enghshméﬁ 3
should be tried by their own peers had been adopted in f.bo
_Charter gf the late Supreme Court, dated 26th March 1774
~which subjected British subjects in India to the jurisdiction of
the Supreme Court. The same principle was recognised and
acted upon at the passing of the Criminal Procedure Act of
1872,and no attempt has been made to subvert it sinee t.ban
until the present time.

The principal ground for. this action is that an anomlﬂ

must be annihilated, that an invidious distinction enveloped i
‘that anomaly must be obliterated, in order that even-handed
justice may be dealt out to all persons. It appears to us tha

~ what is termed an anomaly is not so; it is a principle of law
_applicable to the condition and situation of Englishmen in -
Eastern countries ; but assuming it, however, to be an a.noma.ly n

: m the popular sense of the term, it strikes us forcibly that,
in the endeavour to obliterate an anomaly, a far worse %

5 a.noma.lv will be created ; that is to say, while Englishmen will
~ be amenable in criminal matters to the jurisdiction of native
“_ mbjeets of Her Majesty in a dependency of the Orom
i of England, they will continue to enjoy the right and
~'i'i?ilego \?f exemptwn from ]umdwtmn to Ana.tna Jndgq ;




are "enforcea.ble by the indulgence of the potenta.tqq .Who
rule those countries ; that the rule or principle applicable to
‘an Englishman in the Bast, as a favour or indulgence, nhould
enied to them in a dependency of their mother count'ry.
‘Tet us next, consider whether the statement that even-
i ded justice will he administered in India if Native Civilian
Jndges and Magistrates have the proposed jurisdiction oonfer-
red on them. We thiuvk that, unless strongevidence is pro-
~ duced to show that a Native Civilian Judge or Magistrate who_
~ has visited England and lived Lhere a few years, has beuome
~ familiavised with the habits of BEuropeans and thoroughly
 imbued with their notions, so as to be able to judge English cri-
" minals from an English point of view, the probability is that in.
justice, and not justice, will be meted out by him to the Enghlh-
man. We do not believe that {he most powerful advocate for
the claim or pretension now asserted on behalf of Nuative Civi-
lians would venture to assert that this class of persons possesses
in t the same degree knowledge of European life, ideas, habits and
} ;ma.nneru as his brother in rank, the English Civilian. 1f this.
i be 80, it follows that the Native Civilian cannot be placed on
. the higher platiorm on which the English Civilian must take
' his judgment seat to deal with English criminals. = Under
'~ these circumstances, we maintain that the proposition that the :
interests of justice require that the Native Civilian should be
vested with powers over Englishmen in criminal matters m
i altogether fallacious. Englishmen consider the right to be tr xed
T\ by their own countrymen a right, and not a mere privilege ; 3 ¥s
‘n this view we have hitherto treated the subjeet. We will now

their privilege protected and maintained, or is the privilege to
. be uprooted on the score of anomaly, are further questions for
\ our consideration. On this head of enquiry we will appeal t,
.~ even-handed justice—that which is the same for the Europaan
‘*"' o) ‘and the native. How does even-handed justice respond to omr
apped? It says that natives have prmleges on wluoh they set

&ssume that it is a ‘privilege. Are Enghs'hmen entitled to have M




,‘a.ppeo,nng in Courts their men in high position are aotua,lly
"vested by the Government with the same exemption; their
_ suitors and witnesses are allowed to be affirmed instead of being
sworn ; that no claim has yet been prgferred by Europeans iy
wrest these privileges from their happy possessors on the score

of anomaly ; that no step has been taken by the Government to
curtail or destroy these privileges ; that in view of these cir-

. cumstances the voice of justice and righteousness demands tha.t

- the one privilege dear to Englishmen, beyond price in the value
 they set upon it, should be presgrved intact ; ‘and that it should
not be ruthlessly frampled upoy on the score of anomaly in

this famed land of anomalies.
We will finally touch on the consequences likely .to ﬂow

out of the proposed change. The very suggestion to change
.the existing law has already roused the indignation of the
British popalation of India; stirred up feelings of animosity
between Europeans and natives which had lain dormant for a
long time. If the course of legislation now entered upoﬁ' 18'

fully tra.versed so that the present measure duly becomes la.w,

. the tics of friendship—at least an apparent one—betweer thei;‘:‘.,i i
- two races, already enfeebled by the present agitation, will burst

. asunder—never, perhaps, to be reunited—and the storm which

o

i8 rising will begin to rage, and its fury will continue increas-
ing until its work of devastation has been completed in extin-

guishing every spark of good feeling and in generating intense
hatred and ill-will between the two races. : :

These are serious and unpleasant considerations ; they can-

uot ‘but operate unfavourably in the ‘interests of trade and the

growth of enterprise and industry. The many manufactures that i

have been established within the last few years, the many tea

: phntatxons that have been opened out, and various other under-
3 tn-hngs which have been launched and projected, are, beyond all

~ doubt, due to the employment of English capital, and to English

1039\7010}’ the resources of their own country, mlwugh

,eniergmse and intelligence. ‘The natives have done little orno-




ar ly ,to'ﬁhuoountry, opening out its resouroeund L
ihﬁmde 'nnder the protectmg influence of the exrﬁ'ln'i.

'm, a grave 'problem for the anxious consideration
¢ Legislature whether, under altered conditions, this =
intry will thrive and prosper as it has lately dome. So far
‘aswe are able to predict by the light of existing clrcumstanou.
~we entertain no doubt that the contemplated change of the law |
is full of danger to the commercial interests of the country, .
and that it will check ‘the influx and affraction of English
;uﬁitsl and drive away, sooner or later, enterprise from the .?
shores of India. This valued right of trial by his owix |
.-countrymen enables the Englishman to combat the ma.ehmb.a
honl and conspiracies of designing and dxsreputa.bloif
‘people in the districts. He lives and learns to: delpuo A
‘the ordinary tricks of the country, the institution of -
false charges by enemies or opponents who, either ma.hczoully

~ or in order to disarm competition in trade and business, pro-

. mote such charges with the intention of ruining or otherwise $
~ injuring the objects of their hatred and envy; he stands on a
higher platform of life, and, by veason of that position, is &ble ¢
_ to exert in his state of comparative isolation moral forée and
- power, without which his best endeavours to carry on his 'nn’f
dertakings or to open out the trade of the country would prove

- unavailing. ' Are the Government prepared to take a.w* ﬂug_

3 platform, and to reduce an English resident in the Mnfmt &Q
‘the miserable condition and level of a native'ryot? If they
wre, they will probably drive Englishmen out of the oountq 1
d effectua.lly preveut the flow oE English capital into u.. A

‘ ﬁgey may be expressed thus :—Are Englishmen to be de' ‘
of a right or privilege in order that a Bengali Civilian’ s th
torpower, a.coompa.med.bya eorreapondmg sha.m of resp:




gmmuon shosid e eweided to him, and that thint
-\ lhonld be done in disregard of the serious. consequences. inci-
5'\ dentto acbmgemtheemtmg law ? Ak ,.,..V

'%ms Excellency the Viceroy and GovernorGeneral of India in Gouwl e
- assembled for the purpose of making Laws and Regulations.. ; ;
. The memorial of the Eurasian and Anglo-Indian Association.

i Bppeotfully Shewet®,—That your Memom.hm have beoomemol{
’hhre of the Legislature to be informed of public feeling in all ohsul
*o‘bnhexnod in regard to a proposed change in the Criminal Law relating to the
_flubgwtion of European British subjects to certain Native Magistrates in the
* Mofussil, and that as loyal subjects, many of whom personally possess the
d m& Buropean British subjects under the law, your Memorialists submit ?
i ,for oowdemmoqthe following objections which they hold against the ohlnp
2. That jtis a wise maxim of British statesmanship that legislation, lnd

e R

~ more especially important logislation, should wait upon necessity ; and that no -
| pressing necesgity has been made out for this change in themmd,l,_vf-'
i Objects and Reasons which has been given to the country, :
8. 'Mhatin the absence of such necessity, the grounds ldmmood,fm'ﬂp;k
i ehsnge are, that ‘it was thought anomalous that while natives of India were
tted to the Covenanted Civil Service and held oomx)ehent.tsodimlm-gim
. the highest judicial dutiés, they should-be deemed incompetent to be Justices
d the Peace and to.exercise jurisdiction over Buropeans outside the Presi-
Acmy towns ;” and that “‘the Government of India had accordingly io,‘
~ settlo the question of jurisdiction over European British subjects in such a'way
'ii: ‘aﬂo rémove from the Code, once and completely, every Judioul duqudmm-
: 1 which i# based merely on race dictinetions.”
; (.’ﬁntasreprdstbexmphedpopulmtyofmummﬁm
= m to an alleged: anomaly, your Memorialists have reason to believe |
%‘;\ ﬂ}lﬁ nublm feeling is yery much divided on the subject; and that |
~ the prepondergnoe of opinion’ weighs—against rather than for the change,
“but that, atany rafe, if the conviotions of all thoughful persons throughout -
‘the eountry, responsible officials, missionaries, non-officials mll :
tive gentlemen of good famiiy, and real social influence in tho‘l '
arefu sought, it wonlu b found that the right of a Eumpun Hli f
tried by hupeangxsnotthoughtmra nnomllons,ormunyw
‘ *‘u_nduﬂpmhblj tkought much lessiso, han the predominance
“power in. mi- Qnd Vst all consistent, ommmm
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not gr wm against the other, the whole. ;
: in the opinion of the Buropean and Ang!o-Indxm
oonousiom to native prejudice made in connection with the adi
1 0f jusﬂce, such as the exemption of the native geut?‘ and ladies -
nee as witnesses in our law courts, represent greater ammhesﬁnn
¥ j!;volvgd in theright of Buropean British subjects to he' tried by their
v, To such concessions, the European community have nev er demutred 1)
1 they feel that on this very account, the only right which they ﬂxﬂ‘lﬂlﬂ‘ L
) 've hitherto enjoyed should remain untouched. h
). That, without presuming to assert that the Indian Legmh&m’ebll
Mﬂtrlot legal power to enact that Kuropean British subjects may be tried:
by native judicial officers, your Memorialists ‘respectively submit thutlgrew
constitutional difficulty underlies the proposed legigation. That during the *
many centuries through which the “English people struggled for Hbertydnd $i
-‘"l‘or the completion and practical attainment of the right of trial by one’s
m the possibility of the spectacle of an Englishman being tried by
H hody but an Englishman was not and could not have been contemplated.
; _’.I!iut such a possibility has now arisen not only in India but in several of the = L
depgndenmes and colonies belonging to the British Empire, such. u,O_npe A
Colony, Natal, New Zealand, and the 'West Indies. That, without denying
the many virtues and merits of the natives of India and of these other coun- ‘
 tries, it cannot be contended that they are the peers or equals of Englishmen. 3
l.hat.the trial of an Englishman by a native of any of tgxese depéndencies, that
: h‘ to say, the trial of an Inglishman by one who isnot his peer, is an in=
fnngement of a great constitutional right. That your Memorialists res-
tfully but confidently submit, that the Parliament of Great Bntmnund
: dia the only Legislature which ought to deal with so momentous a
i)mgpus o the principle which is the foundation of Eughah Conahtu@ionﬂ

’ .b That your Memorialists crave leave to submit the following: oonuder-
ations to illustrate the force of the contention put forward i the MM
ing paragraph and to establish the fallacy of what is now popularly kiown g ]
ln,tbe argument from anomalies. A Peer of the realm charged with a felooy 3.1
_Bngland, can only be tried by his peers, that is by the House of Lords, If @ |
he principle which underlies the Bill which is now under consideration, be ib‘
d, an English Peer charged with a similar offence in India, wouldbe =
!hhlo to be tried and punished by a Bengali Judge. Ex hypothesi, therefore,
m(f urt presided over by a Bengali Judge in India would have a higher juris-
diumnthma Court presided over by the Lord Chief Justice of England.
’B’ ~ That, if it is not certain that an English Peer charged with s&ebnv“h
oonlg not, claim his constitutional right of being tried by the House of
ls, by parity etrmoniug. an English Commoner sojourning in India ought
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 Tndia his cdustitutional right of being tried by Aés pecrs ; that, spenking
. broadly and generally, a native of India is not an Englishman’s peer, and

’».’ that therefore, an Englishman in India cannol be liable to bemedby'd"
native of India.

9. That if one reason now relied upon for the proposed change is that the

administrative difficulty which has arisen in consequence of the appointment

~ of convenanted native civilians to the office of Sessions Judge was not antici-

pated on former o casions when the question was fully discussed, this reason,

Sy
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your Memorialists submit, is not borne out by the provisions of either Act X

of 1872 or Act X of 1882, which distinetly contemplated and expressly provid-

« éd for the contingency of a Sessions Court presided over by a Judge who was

not a Buropean British subject. Your Memorialists solicit™ attention to.

‘the terms of the two sections.

e

Bection 77 Aet X ¢ 1872. *“Tf the Bession Judge of the Sessions Divi-- i
gion within which the offence is ordinafily triable is not a European Brfﬁlh, W

subject, the case shall be reported by the Committing Magistrate for the

orders of the High Court.”

Section 450 Act X of 1883, “If the Judge of the Sesssions Division
within which the offence is ordinarily triable is not an European British

subject, the case shall be reported by the Committing Magistrate for the

“orders of theinghest Court of Criminal appeal for the provmce within which
such division is situate.”

*10. That as regards the allusion made in the statement of Objeotluml'. d

Reasons alréady quoted as *“ race distinctions” inlaw, such an allusion derives

* all its significance from considorations of abstract justice which onnnot.,m
Memorialists respectfully plead, apply to a country sustaining the rohﬁouf : "

whlch India unavoidably bears to England, but that if it were applicable at all

is peculiar relation, the same abstract justice on which it relies, woul&

d d its enforcement, not. against a single distinction, bub against
distinction based on differences of race ; and that the further action, m

#'

/|

would be the only just outcome from any movement in this direction at all,

would involve the simultaneous withdrawal of all the privileges and exemp-

tions hitherto conceded to native gentlemen of rank and to native ladies, as

well as the removal of the legal civil disabilities under which European Bri-
* tish subjects in a large class of suits between themselves on the ene part as

plaintiffs, and Mahomedans or Hindoos on the other as defendants, are com=
- pelled to bare the burdén of subjecton to Mahomedan and Hindoo laws,

1 That as regards the question of personal disqualification unhappily ;

"niaed in the present disoussion on jurisdiction; your Memorialists
~would respectfully . remind the Government of India that, as Sir J.

Jﬁnﬂua Steplien, an English Jurist of great emnence, and an Anglo-Indian

%: experience, olearly pointed out on the occassion of &
former di in 1872, ** the privilegeas to jurisdiction is the privilege of

ﬁ- ?mwm not mm»tm of the Judge ; that wmu .mnho
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nocent whilst charged with a foul crime. That all such considerations
lmummugm India, whereen innocent . person w be

woman, and where womene are not ththaohinhou

ety

, has grown into a habit in Christian countries.
it !I.‘hat under these circumstances attacks made by natives ina m
on privileges: conceded to accused persons, betoken, espeoid\y vhn eon-

nﬁohmkspouess a serious significance for the Indian deerimam ’
h has been understood to repose trust in the judioial qualifications d&

1 native mind. i 3

14, That if the proposition submitted by your Memorialists be M
"'lhb, namely, that the question of jurisdiction relates to the privileges

accused and not fo the competence of the Court—a proposition al ﬂy

proved by the numberless exemptions and distinctions based on ru E w

-oustoms which it is apparently intended inconsistently toleave 2
er the solitary personal nght ohlmod by Enropean: Bntinh mbiuh'ii

oonsldeuuon of the proposed amendment thm it would lmt ;

hiemoomd(judgmg from the papers published in oonnexiouﬁﬁ

lf.mdsomwed thenght ot]hmpem Briﬂgh
: MmMMhmpmnﬁudmmubm;
,tuu all such invidiousness as has un

i ;

,';',
Lf o




/ ‘m tqingnﬁoer) my entertain any doubt. No right-minded
~ British subject has ever felt oftended at being so challenged by an unfe
native of India placed on his trial on a criminal charge, or thought of 1
 on the Legislature a withdrawal of the right as involving a reflection
himself or a civil disqualification. Nor if any wrong-minded European
* British subject thought fit to do so on the ground of some imaginary oﬂmw I
Jurking in the right, or of any inconvenience which it caused :
~ administration of justice, is it conceivable thut the Legislature would g
ﬂu request ? o i
-16. 'I'hat your Memorialists sincerely and solemnly bolieve, and thm
imnbly ‘but gravely urge, that a truer lesson in self-culture, and the
‘fore one better calculated to servg their own higher interests in the
end, would be taught to the small section of educated natives chiofly
* in the Province of Bengal who have no real personal interest whatsoever
in this mutter, but yet have demanded or are” d ing not only
subjecticn of European British subjocts in the Mofussil to native Justices of
. the Peace, but also the prosecution of the principle underlying the proposed
| change to its logical extreme, if they were now kindly but firmly instructed
{ inthe real merits of the question which they have virtually raised and \
| keeping'open, as these appear to fellow-subjects who have done*them no wrong
* and wish them no harm, than if their present more or less unworﬁy and’
~ wholly nnfriendly feeling, and the politically dangerous and socially su
+ mood of which it is the clear and melancholy evidence wers without
“consideration gratified at much cost to their European British fellow-lw
and with no benefit whatever to themselves. 1
;' 17. That, acting solely in self-defence and without an unkmdly th
K
4

}.‘

m?‘laehnstowurds those side by side with whom in the Providence of God
they are called to pass their lives in this country, your Memorialists meiﬂy
and solemnly pray that the Criminal Procedure Code Amend.montBlﬂ

& be!ore the Council may not be passed.

\ - And you Memorialists as in duty bound shull ever pary, &o.

&i.' l'.

: .At a meetmg of the pon-official Iuropean residents of the ﬁuonhuhhd
mm d Berhampore on the 6th March it was resolved :—* !I.‘ht‘ ﬂlil

nal Procedure Code. >
i M_fMarmolved&;tallpmntwouldmblcﬂbe to:oy M o
mem&xhhwm.mdmmm wﬁwgm
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very hme and numeronsly attended pubhc mdw
Employés at Jamalpore on the 5th instant, the‘pnpamu!m
'hooodm Amendment Bill were discussed and the !ollowing Resol

Frrst RESOLUTION. 3 i
s t‘lu members of this muﬁng, as Buropean British mbjootc,m !
with feelings of deep regret that a Bill has been recently introduced
into the Legislative Council of India by the Hon’ble the Legal Member "
! the object of which is to extend the eriminal jurisdiction now exers
‘oiked exclusively over them by Europegn British Magistrates and Judauh
Mw Magistrates and Judges. b
That the members of this meeting, for themselves, and on behalf of M
wives and families Solemnly and emphatically protest against the pro- A
- posed amendment fthe Code of Criminal Procedure as an infringement on ,‘.;
: Mhnlion of their just, lawful and constitutional rights as British bwne 5%

m and then submitted to His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor 8
in Council for his kind and favourable consideration, witlt the earnest
mtbﬂheproposad Bill for the amendment of the«Criminal Prooodun
- Code may be withdrawn. &

‘Witha voteof thauks to the chair the meeting separated. i)

. > =
- Atameeting of plantérs and other non-officials held at Chapra to consider -
the Ibdun Criminal Procedure Amendment Code on Monday, March thp 5th,
1883, it was proposed and carried ununimously :— e
_ 1st —That this meeting desires to register its protest against the N
new Criminal Procedure Amendment Bill, which allow Europeans to b
tried by natives, that suchan Act is not necessary for the well-being of ﬁt"

, and undermines the security of British Tndia and  calculated to stir

b ? weling of distrust between Europeans and natives which mll not fail tQ s
2 disastrous effect on the commerce of India,
wd.. that all present at this meeting protest lgumt w
with the rights which they enjoy as Furopean British
m in India. That they believe it is only wnomoe of thowﬁﬁ'on ;




iy lnunnoothstlmdmponmll notpermxtthwmostohemhedﬁghtd

. tried by thewr peers to be taken from them, Proposed by Mr. B, G,

. seconded by Mr. IL. W. Llewhellin.

. Preseat:—E. G. Williams, 1. W, Llewhellin, P. M. Llewhellin, W, 0. ;

Macgregor, F. C. Lavwrie, T. C. Sauderson, C. B. Boilean, R, 8. Lookhart,

~ E. A. Mucintosh, A, L. Harman, C. L. Harrison, W. M. Reid, J.D. Mac= ;-
. gregor, F. R. Booth, H. W. Hewett, J. W, Smith, Proxy:—A, 8. Urquhart,

L D.N. Reid, L. Reid, H. Johnstoue, G.Reid, M. Mackenzie, . Eodﬂil.

. F.R. Forth, C, H. Wilson, R. R. Fenton, P. Dacre, M. N. Macdonald,

L+ A, MacEwan, M. Hutchins, G. W. Exshaw, B. Becrill, R. G. Llewhelline

| C. Harman, J. Dela Plae, A. Macintosh, A. P, Cosserat, J. nobnﬁ,

. gon, M. Martin, E. D. Exshaw, H. B. Addis, E. Neville, A. Leako,E.E

' Rennie, J. Rutherfordgand others. i

% 3 The meeting was thoroughly unanimous in iis protest, and the plhloﬁo

. speech made by Mr. Branson the other day in Culcutta found a warm rese

ponse in the heurt of each one present. A feeling of sorrow, more than any

. thing else, was perceptible during the whole mecting, that the Government
. ghould at a time when, thanks to alessening of European prejudice andto
' the many ways in which Government had endeavoured to enlist the sympa-
thies of the natfses ia the ruling of the country, be so unfortunate as to start

‘ ‘qnuhon of 80 wis.uicymanlike a eharactor that would strain the W S
belween Europe ins and natives to the extont of raising a rave «uestion which
would affect the stability of the E plishral in Indis, Phe pmoum
terminated with God suve the Queen. i

-,

i
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THE “TIMES OF INDIA.” '
(Bombay.)
® March 1.

T

" ‘We reprint elsewhere a rabid article from  the leading
native paper, the Amrita Bazar Patrika, mot because it
i8 worth serious criticism, but because it 1s useful in
showing what a hornet’s nest of abuse Mr. Ilbert’s illtimed

- measure has successfully raised against his fellow-country-
men in India. The writer says that the European in
India is “a helpless man,” who “ along with lunatics and

~ wives and children” has to be,protected by ® special privileges.
| ©If he has no money, Government provides him with a post.”
% If he is incompetent to discharge the duties entrusted to
him, he is surrounded by experienced natives to teach him,
to guide him, and to obey him.” “It is a matter of
shame that Englishmen who are so very prowd of their
superior morality should be so anxious to encourage
crime and protect criminals, a favour they would, not like to
extend to the other races.” The writer does not of course be-
lieve this rubbish, though no doubt many of his readers do.
But he makes a perf ectly true statement when he declares that
“the people of this country are very little interested in the
amendment proposed by Government.” If it be Mr. 1lbert’s
“misson in India to “ abolish anomalies,” he should have begun
with something more substantial than a proposal to confer, at
some period more or less remote, additional powers on half a
dozen native civilians. The “logically indefensible argument”
would sweep awRYy, of course, most of the serious a.nomahes of
. which the Amrita Bazar Patrika very logically speaks. It is one
anomaly that a European loafer is only liable to three months’

. imprisonment before a magistrate, while a native gentleman can
 be sentenced to two years’ imprisonment ; it is another that I

Sessions Judge, who ean sentence a Rajah to death, cannot give

a Buropean tradesman more than twelve months’ 1mpmonment."‘

“ We lhould not,” said Mr, Ilbert, “ be Justxﬁed in re-opemng

R
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~ the difficult question unless we sawour way to a solution

which should be, I will not say final—for nothing in legislation

is absolately final—but which should contain in itself the ele-
ments of stability and desirability.” We see how far these
elements have been secured when the leading native paper
can assert that the native community do not care two
straws for Mr. Ilbert’s amendment, and is  outrageously
abusive, because he does not ‘propose to abolish anomalies
altogether. The writer when he is not abusive, is quite
right and quite logical.- It is no good tinkering with these
anomalies, as Mr. Ilgert is trying to do. 1fa clean swoep has
to be made, a  foreign " Governbr-General and a “foreign "
Legislative Member of Council would have to go with the rest
of them. Everything foreign is an anomaly—Englisk magisa
trates in the mofussil, Englsh Viceroys at Simla, English
officers in na.t.ive regiments, and English merchants at the head
of Indian commerce. They may have done something in their
time. They may have created a united empire out of a con-
geries of distracted and antagonistic nationalities. They may
have given justice with the one hand and liberty with the other,
They maj have opened out the European markets to goods that

- were rotting in India for want of the enterprize that would
exploit them. They may have taught the natives how to benefit
by the lessons of English trade and how to assimilate the most

. profitable features of English manufactures. The ¢ logically in«

. defensible argument ” is against them. They are * anomalous’
altogether and should clear out as soon as they can, at the
bidding of a pative community who were invited to bless their
generosity, but who, after a good precedent, have turned their
blessings into curses. We yield fo none in admiration of Lord
Ripon’s character. Fut it is now useless to disguise the truth.

" The Government have got themselves into an awkward position
from which it is difficult to escape. The agitation is so intense .
that even the English Government have taken the alarm. A

. day or two since the Indian Under-Secretary of State in the
I.Mm Houle, and the Indian Secretary of State in the

Eﬁ?&_ "e L » 2



. .pperﬂome lllm'ed us that they both were pledged to,, the
Government of India, and would for that special reason “allow. "
no time for any discussion in the House of Commons. To«iay o
we learn that the Secretary of State for Tndia says that there
810 intention of passing the Bill before November. We never
remember such a thorough'change of front. But Mr. Gladstone’s
nistry are comparatively free from blame when contrasted
. with the Government of India. They are honest but helpless.
* Theyare only to blame in that they did not, in spite of all their
new rules, consult the non-official community. They cannot
~carry the Bill in face of the e.xtraordmary opposition it haﬂ 1
encountered without creating grave dissatiffaction. They can
searcely withdraw it with dignity. But of the proverbial:
““three courses” they are probably adopting the most dangerous
: 'i‘hey now mgan to postpone the Bill until they return from
Sunla in the autumn. But this will satisfy neither the Engligh -
nor the native communities, and will only give both parties a
prolonged perdod of unrest and dissatisfaction. The Viceroy is
going to state his views at length on the 9th instant,, and it is
‘hoped that he may find some means ,of pouring oil on the '
troubled watefs. In the meantime the Huropean communities,
of Bengal and Assam are holding meetings in all directions,
and if the Viceroy attaches any importance to a consensusof
nonsofficial opinion he will 'at all events by the 9th instant
have plenty of material at hand.

-

March 2. . i
A 'The meeting held at the Caleutta Town Hall on Wed.ne.- i
~ day virtually settles dIr. Ilbert’s amendment. It is describeq
. g; our correspondent as the most extraordinary spectacle that
‘any city in India has ever witnessed. Some three thousand

Europeans—or more than half the adult male European popu-
lation of Calcutta—were present. The  speeches were impe-
tuous and impassioned, at least one of the speakers being car-
‘ mmy ‘beyond the bounds of ordinary courbosy. 'J.‘hey W:; :




ﬂtno n&vﬂd tumltums shouts of applause. m ¢
~ the Queen  that closed the meeling were so loud that
!ohoed throngh overy room of Govemment House, and thu “""‘

tmnul strains of ¢ God Save the Queen.”

‘and, we may say absolutely untrue, to pretend that

‘there are two opinions onthe subject among the European

oommumty in India. There were two opinions no doubt a j

. ghort time back when the question was a theoretical one =

altogether. But it is, impossible for any Englishman in India

to withstand the evidence affogled by the intense excxtomaniv

of the Calcutta gathering. Thesofficials who minuted in favour

of the change had not the remotest idea whata Frankenstein

they were creating.. They had forgotten the feeling oftl_m"_

non-official classes altogether, or had “lost touch” with it.

Now that they are so rudely awakened, they should be the first

to acknowl8dge that all this bitterness and tumult and race

feeling would have been spared if the European community had

only been«consulted in the matter Therein lies the beﬂ and

front of their offence, and it is a very grave one.

‘ There are now, we repeat, no two opinions on the liﬂi-t

% ject, or if there be an opinion hostile to this na.txongl,;_,

opposition, it is an opinion based on causes that can be readily 1?

‘explained. It was very readily and even bratally exp]ﬁﬂod“ i

Caleutta by Mr. Keswick when he thanked the English press

for the unanimity of their support. “It is true,” he said,

“lmﬂ 'prolonged hissing, ¢ that the Statesman is for it. He

_ who pays the piper has the right to call for the tune, and itis

qellhown who has ‘the right to call for the Statawm’ctnm l;}

Mpreunt.” This veiled allusion need be pursued no further,

: :Mﬁj ‘meetings that are being held all over the country tuﬂly }3*
hm fact that if the English residents in other districts are

. motso deeply moved as the people of Bengal, they are still . 3'

' dlmly in earnest. It is now time that Bombay should assist :*;

“in  movement that hu becowe national. The Bombay Cham.
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‘meeting next Tuesday, and it will doubtless result, as the
preliminary meetings in Calcutta and Madras have resulted,
in a public meeting representative of all classes. The citizens
of Bémbay owe this to our neighbours, and thex owe it to them.
selves. The Bill, indeed, scarcely affects us here, where Euro-
_peans and natives dwell in a friendly atmosphere unknown else-
where and where the European mofussil residents aré a small
and feeble folk. But before, being citizens of Bombay we are
all fellow-subjects of the Queen, and all intensely interested in
whatever affects our national rights and national prosperity, no
[ matter in what part of the Empine. The Bopbay Chamber of
| Commerce are acting with their*old spirit in taking the lead in
the movement. But they should be supported by other bodies.
The Trades’ Association in Calcutta have, it will be noticed,
{ held their own meeting, and the Trades’ Association of Bombay
. should do the same. Both the Home and Indian Governments
- have now been constrained to postpone the Bill till November.
' Buton the 9th instant the Viceroy will make a statement on
the subject. Tt is of the utmost importance that &ll public
meetings and demonstrations should be expedited so as to
give Lord Ripon the opportunity of thoroughly gauging the
* national sentiment. He will then, we may hope, under the
pressure of an irresistible public opinion, be able to declare
| that the Bill will be quietly withdrawn. An incalculable
b amount of mischief has already been worked by amill-timed
i measure that was only meant to round off the law symme.
- trically for the benefit of a handful of native civilians, and as
o which the native community were utterly ‘indifferent. It
- would be wicked and foolish to allow the present excitement to
~ continue for the next nine months, and the Bill can be easily
withdrawn precisely as the Mowra Bill was vetoed, on the
grounds that the Government had been insufficiently instructed
as to its necessity. )
“ Nothing,” says the Statesman, in trying to explain 1ts:,
uncomfortable position, “ but a supreme egotism could make it
/ ph&mxt toa European to oceupy & position whioh is oﬂeulivo i
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to the great body of his countrymen.” A few men here and
there may take pleasure in proclaiming from the house.top their
own intellectual superiority over the passions of the common-
- herd below. They do no harm and nogood. They are more
than satisfied if they can attract a passing glance. They are
noteworthy only because they are rare. Even the Statesman,
which has supported Mr. Ilbert’s Bill through thick and thin,
owns that “so great is the majority that it amounts to
* practical unanimity, and though the weight of official authority,
is on the other side, it is impossible to doubt that a very large
number of the official classes u;e, on this question, in accord
with the unofficifl community,” When the Statesman owns '
this, it scarcely needs re-assertion. The painful outburst of pas.
sionate excitement at Calcutta the other day, however much it is
to be regretted, was an undeniable test of the national feeling.
The question is now removed from its first stage altogether.
Where the Government would have been justified in proposing
this apparently insignificant change if they bad consulted non.
official opinion beforehand is a matter on which we may agree to
differ. They forgot, however, this obvions precaution, though
. they have lately talked so much of its necessity, and they even'
forgot to consult the highest experts in the matter, the Judges
in the Calcutta High Court. They now find to their astonish-
ment that the English public are unanimously against them,
and that they have riased such a storm in India as has not been
heard since the days of the Mutiny. The laying of this storm
is the only question worth consideration for the moment. The an-
tagonism cannot be allowed to continue. Ttis dfficult to say which
is the more deplorable, the hostile cheers raised by an English
andience against an English Viceroy, or the brutal la.n'gda.ge in
which a leading Calcutta barrister permitted himself to employ
in speaking of the natives of Bengal. Both, however, are symp-
toms of a passionate outburst which, if it be allowed to continue,
will end in something like a White Mutiny. The Government
% by postponing the Bill recognize the gravity of the situation.
If we may believe Calcutta opinion, they are even suggesting the

B e ¥



-offici t!mt the extension of v
- limited to Covenanted Native Civiliaus ouly, thy
‘of the Bill relating to other chﬁs of Native
tates being withdrawn, “ The European con\tnﬂity i
“we are told, “in this: way gain a very M
- ofrwhat it is contending for, while the Governmhh%
Nght make the concession without Lumiliation,” There is
no humiliation, however, in confessing an honest mistake, nnd\
» Llbert owned that his only justification in ne-openiwt
mdlﬁeult question lay in “ a golution "which should conwl
itself the elements of stabiljty and uesu.abtl:ty," we donotf
see what would be gained by a compromise, neither desirable -
nor stable. For this particular privilege the natives at latgs
M that they care nothing, and the proposal has only given
%Bongahs a chance of pressing for other concessions, which.
| the present - Government deem undesiralle and untmpl_y, ok
The Bill is postponed until November in order that publie
opinion may be sounded. There is not the remotest chance
that in November this public opinion will Le other than
it s ‘mow. It will only be fiercer and more embitter-
ed. The public, therefore, should express themselves at once
. with temper and moderation but in unmistakable language:
Tord Ripon has another week to consider his position. It was
a main feature in his new policy, that before any legislative
mm'e is formally introduced the public should have uehtne&
of discussing it. His advisers are gravely to blame aud hwia’
neglected the precaution in this especially difficult case. 'I‘hm
‘has been an error here, just as there was in the Petroleum Bil};
ut there need be no more mortification in withdrawing the 3
Bill than the other. Both originated in the same cause,
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verdicts from all parts of the country are unfavourable, the
blame will rest with a Viceroy who delivers a judgment to the

contrary, But we take it, th&é in his difficult dilemma Tord

Ripon’s task will be much simplified if he is supplied with an
“ overwhelming consensus” of non-official opinion. Bombay
has never been backward in any of the great movements in
which the national interests were concerned, and the opinion of
an unimpassioned public just now would be peculiarly useful
‘to the whole community. On Tuesday the Bombay Chamber
of Commerce will express the opinion of the mercantile com-
munity, and will, we trust, grrange the preliminaries for a
meeting representxﬁive of all clagses in Bombay.

March 6.

The utterances of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce
to-day may, if they are wisely and carefully directed, be of the
greatest ust at the present moment. The speakers will, doubts
less, remember tlat they represent on the one hand the omly
large English community in India that is disinterested in the
terms of Mr. ilbert’s Bill and quite unimpassioned as to its

AN ,\'"
(G
|

|

results, But they will remember, on the other, that they form

part and parcel of the great nov-officinl class in this country,
whose only safeguard against official arrogance lies in their
unanimity. Some day or other a national question of the first
moment may originate in Bombay, and we shall naturally look
to Bengal and Madras for assistance, just as Bengal and Madras
are now looking to Bombay. The first resolution to be sub-
mitted to the Chamber is all that could be desired, and will, as
a matter of course, be properly supported by the speakers.
It would be at onco selfish, careless, and short-sighted to abstain
from a clear and unmistakable expression of the views enter-
tained here by the English community, but these views should
be delivered with coolness, temper and judgment. There is
not the slightest doubt as to the nature of the opinions that
will be expressed to-day, or that these opinions will represent
as nearly as possible the feeling of the whole community. Lord

t
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mwbeon itattled and alarmed by the enthusistic‘
; Imost vituperative opposition of Bengal. He needs coolerwdvm,;
and that the Bowbay Chamber can afford him. The tone of
~ the meeting, therefore, should reflect as far as possible th opi-
 nions of the non-official classes in those districts where the prin-
ciples at stake are much more valuable than the privileges
likely to be involved. We may be assured, as our con'eapohdent
« Haro” says, that the Viceroy would never have ventured
; “on a step so fatal to his reputation . as a statesman if he had
* foreseen ‘the storm it has created. Even those officials who
- gave their theoretical opinigns on the suhect had not the
- remotest idea that a change vitally a.ﬁectmg the Huropean
| community was to be suddenly sprung upon them without the .5 '
'~ usual preliminary discussion. It is very evident from Mr..
| Jbert’s opening speech that he had not the remotest idea of 3
: any strong opposition, or any recollection of the former dis-
~ cussions on the subject. It is upon this efror that the
o speakers will doubtless lay most stress. The Bill, as the First
i . Resolution says, “ was not only uncalled for,” but “ought
not to have been introduced without first elieiting the opinions =~
- of the non-official classes whom the proposed change in the
. administration of the law will affect.”
, ; It is quite useless at this stage to go into the arg}i‘h’)exitﬂs‘ !
£ .0 ably put forward by the Hon. B. Tyabjee in another column,
. He says all that can be theoretically said for the proliosql
. though he differs, by the way, from the Native Press of Bengo,l
88 to the value to be attached to this particular}* anomaly.”?
. The Amrita Bazaar Patrika, to take the leading native ]ourna,l, .
h.d‘shnctly lays it down that the Bengalis care nothing for this
- particular change, though there aremany other reforms they i in.
B :tmely desire. This is, however, beside our present purposen
| The Viceroy was undoubtedly misinformed as to the spirit in
which the Bill would be received, and he should searcely feol
~bound to avenge the fault of a legal member of Conngil
m knew nothmg of India upon the commumty at lurge ord
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" in the rules every new measure is now supposed to be comm

nicated to the public long before hand, so as to give time for
amplediscussion. This has been done injthe case of all the native

reforms. That the rule was ignored when it came to the aboli-
_ tion of a privilege to which Europeans have always attached
much importance shows culpable neglect on the part of Lord
- Ripon’s advisers, and to-this neglect, and to this neglect only,

, i_iba and this excuse is the best that can be found. By a change j

we attribute the present attitude of the English community to- - ‘

wards Lord Ripon, and ‘the unfortunate display of passionate
i feeling that it has ®involved. Questions affecting the English

mercantile community have hitherto been submitted to the 7

judgment of the public through the Chambers of Commerce and.

S5

the English Press. The Bombay Chamber should respectfully = |
ingist on a retention of their rights, more especially as the natives
are receiving mew privileges in all directions. The Viceroy has

been compelled to yield this point already. It is known, as we

shall see that the Bill will be postponed till November to allow '«
s of further consideration; but in the present excited state of the

public mind on the other side of India nothing could be less

desirable in itself or more disastrous to the prospects of all the

.; schemes for reform which Lord Ripon has on hand.

! Here we may be permitted to refer to yesterday's leading
article ‘in the Zimes. At 4 period of excitement, the Times
is the natural exponent of English thought, and there is

E\ no reason to suppose that it is biassed by any anti-native
- feeling. Each to his taste. Our local contemporary with
a simple fatuity seldom equalled, prefers Professor Words-

- worth, and styles his crofchesty bat ingenious letter *in truth

a Slaate Pa.per of great value. . . . . which will eventually place
the muei jnvolved before the public of England.” That may

~ be so, but this wonderful State Paper has not yet judging by

N tho”ropnnta in the local journals, travelled so far afield as the
ﬁbm of Poona, * The public of England” will be ‘a novel

.‘

” toumter who hal never h:thmo been uythwg :
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. more than parochial ; but Professor Wordsworth evidently M ;
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the kindly preference, for he speaks contemptuously of the

Times as “ a so-called leading journal in London.” We should
have had something to say to this letter, but that the learned

- Professor has permitted himself to rival one of the excited Cal-

cutta orators in a most unwarranted impertinence. Something
may be permitted in the heat of argument; but unless we decline

~ to answer personalities and untruths, the Bombay Press would
~ soon be reduced to its old unenviable condition of a bear-garden

Professor Wordsworth has put himself out of court, and we
‘must fain content ourselves with, “a so-called leading journal -
in London.”" The Times yesteyday, and probably not without
inspiration, strongly urged the Viceroy to abandon Mr. Tlbert's
Bill in order to allay the great agitation that has occurred. We
agree with the Times in deprecating any postponement of the
measure on account of the continued ill-feeling that would
result, But the alternative suggested, of passthg the Bill
without delay, is not feasible. In the first place the Secretary
of State for India has formally announced that the Bill
will be postponed till November; in the second the same
announcement has been semi-offi:ially made in India; in the
third place the local opposition is far too serious ; and in the
fourth the opposition in the - Legislative Council would
almost certainly be too strong. The alternative is prob-

~ ably put forward only as a hint of the course Lord Ripon should

adopt. At this turning-point the members of the Bombay
Chamber of Commerce have it in their power to assist the
Government by a frank expression of non-official opinion from
" @ part of India still happily free from the excitement prevailing

. elsewhere. The Viceroy is expected to make an official declara-
tion on the subject next Friday. But by that date he will be
in possession of the opinions of the Bombay Chamber; and
in this matter, as the time is so short, the members may fairly

- undertake the responsibility of representing the opinion of the
~ whole English community of Bombay. After Friday, if the

Viceroy l.hould persist in postponing the Btll till N’eveub&, it



: nllbe tiuﬁonoﬁgh.to bave a large meeting, where all classes ‘_
could be represented. But we bope that the necessity will not
arise, and that in a few days more the feverish excitement of the

last fortnight will be allayed. il

%

March 7. ,‘
MEETING OF THE BOMBAY CH AMBER OF COMMERCE. ‘

: A meeting of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce was held

yesterday evening in the rooms of the Chamber for the purpose of
considering Mr.«1lbert’s Bill for the amendment of the Criminal
Code, Mr. James Thorburn occupied the chair, and there was @
. a very large attendance vf members, only one or two firms connect»
ed with the Chamber being unrepresented. There were also pre-
sent several gentl®nen who were not members of the Chamber.
The following members were preséht :— i e

Mr. Cornforth (Alridge, Salmon & Co.); Mr. Brandenburg
(Bell, Brandenburg & Co.); Messrs. Russell and Macdonald (Benn,
Ashley & Co.); Mr. Blascheck (A. Blascheck & Co.); Mr, Macaulay
(Bwart, Latham & Co.) ; Messrs. Symons and Wilson (Finlay, Muir
& Co.); Mr. Forbes (C. H. B. Forbes & Co.); Mr. Thorburn, Chairs
man (Sir Charles Forbes & Co.); Mr. Sorabjee Framjee (Framjee, |
Bands & Co.); Messrs. Gaddum and Bythell (Gaddum & Co.);
My, Glade (Glade & Co.); Mr. F. Adam (W. & A, Graham & Co.
M. Cotton (Greaves, Cotton & Co.); Messrs, Forrest and Stew:
(Killick, Nixon & Co.); Mr. Moir (Lang, Moir & Co.); Messrs.
Qomber, Beaufort and Glazebrook (Lyon & Co.); Mr. Miller (C.
Macdonald & Co.); Mr. Mackay (Mackinnon, Makenzie & Co.);
.Messrs. Poole and Cassels (Peel, Cassels & Co.); Mr. Punnett

Punnett & Co.); Mr. Fachiri (Ralli Brothers); Mr. Mowat
LRitohie, Stenart & Co.); Mr. Sassoon (D. Sassoon & Co.); Mr,

teiner (Volkart Brothers); Mr. Wyer (Wallace & Co,); Mr.
Ahmedbhoy Hubibbhoy ; Mr. Dinshaw Munockjee Petit ; Nanabhoy
Byrdmjee Jeejeebhoy; My, Bulfour (the Bauk of Bombay); Mr,
Wyood(the B.B. & C. I. Railway Company); Mr. F. Forrett (ﬂz:
Chartered Mercantile Bank of India, London and China); Mr.
Lowell (the Comptoir d’Escompte de Paris); Mr. Reid (the Oriental
Bank Corporation); Mr. Parker ‘the P. & O. 8. N. Company); and
- Mr. Vizbucondas Norondas, . &

The CHAIRMAN in opening the proceedings said :—Gentlemen,
you are all I daresay very weli aware that at a meeting of the
% ‘Council held in Caleutta early last month the Hon. Mr.
Tlbert, the Jegal member of the Government of India asked leave to
. introduce a bill to amend the Oriminal Procedure Codeof 1882, which
was only passcd in the beginning ofglast year—in fact it is only just
‘a year old to-day, having been passi™ on the 6th March, 1882, The
object of our méeting to-day is to ¢ msider the propriety of that
. measure becoming law or being carrie.! any further. ¢ have come
Fiset Wonuce our opinion upon it ‘wd to express our views as to
e ther the amendwent should take effect or not. Asall of us who
~ have been reading the daily press are aware, the question hag been
. Ma THORBURN, . ' : SR |
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 discussed, more particularly in Bengal, an it has
very general attention in England. 1t 18 mbe%%., :
proper, th!t.we, as the representatives of the Ew pean
ntile community and also of the non-official commurity of
‘ ould meet to discuss this question and express our op Kt
pon it ; but I trust that nothing that will be said in_this room to-

vill have the effect or be likely to stir up ill-feeling either betw i
and the Government of India, or between ourselves and
fellow-subjects. 1 think that a temperate expression of
will be not only more dignified, but 1t will probably carry
e weight, and by adhering to that principle we shall avoid
ng offence to, or wounding the feelngs or susceptibilities of
e with whom I think it is our duty as fellow-subjects of the
me sovereign to be on a good and friendly footing. We are
d, gentlemen, to call our meeting at a very late hour for
various reasons, and I don't intend_for that reason, and also for
W that other gentlemen will speak preschitly to the resolu.

- which have been circulated amongst the members of the
&Mber,to go minutely into the subject of this proposed bill myself

1 shall at the same time before sitting down take the oppor-
7 of saying that 1 disapprove of the measure, and I shall give
reasons for saying so. The first thing that strikes me is that
b is really no pressing necessity for this measure at all; and I *
don’t think that we require to go any further than Mr. Ilbert's

jpeech  in asking leave to introduce this measurd’ to show.
tg at this is the case. The Criminal Code, as you are aware
~was last amended previous to 1882 in 1872. and this very question
‘we are met to discuss came on then; and although I don’t wish to
go into what took place then, 1 may say that it was carried bya

ajority of seven to five, that this amendment should not be given
effect to. Mr. Tlbert takes great cave to cite the opinions of the five
who were in favour of that amendment being introduced into the
measure, but he leaves out, or sais nothing about, the opinions of
the seven, Idon’t thinkitis likely that the whole of these seven
were non-official members, for I think from our experience we may
assume that no measure could be carried by a non-official majority =
in any legislative council in this country. Further Mr. Tlbert
starts by saying that from that time (1872 ) forward when;ﬁ? ]

i
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‘suggestions were offered to the Government of India in the d
tion of the amendment of this Code this question always came up, .
~one would have thought that if that had been o, ffg"w
ment  would' have taken the very earliest opportunity @
ascertaining the opinions not only of their own officers =
the public generally, and would have acted as speedily
ssible on the opinions they might receive. You have only =

a little further on, and it becomes quite ap

pavent
or ten years they did notbing. This Code, as I have previous- = |
ained, became law a year ago to-day. The Government had
npleted all the amendments they intended to_give effect to, apd =
question never came up at all, and, as Mr. Ilbert says bimself -
historical Mr. Gupta's letter or his suggestion that thi
should be made in the Code came forward at the last
it mp«uﬁo teintroduce ity What the Council

v Y b ¥
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afterwards did was to take the opinions of some Government
~ officers, and now we have the matter before us. I think it is clear
| that it has been shown that there is no pressing necessity for this
 measure. In fact, the only person whose name has been associated
* with it, as far us can be gathered, 18 Mr. Gupta,and as Mr. Ilbert
says, his letter gave rise to the discussion. That concludes
what 1 have to say on that point, and I think there ean
be no question that there was no real necessity for introducing the .

measure, or any unusual pressure hrought upon the Government to
introduce it. Another point that strikes me, gentlemen, is this
/it seems to me that tiic measuve is premature. I have shown you
from what Mr. 1lbert said that there was no pressing necessity for
it, and I also thiuk it i1s premature for this reason; this bill will have
the effect of touching the whole of the mofussil European commu-
nity, while, on the oth®r hand, it will only affect the status of six
men in Bengal, and 1 think I bave seen it stated only one here.
Therefore, 1 say that for that regson it is premature. 1alsosayit
is premature for this reason, that the presidency towns aveimna
very much moreadvanced state than the mofussil. It is pro A
to extend this measure to the whole country—to the most outlying
and backward districts, where you may ‘say that civilization has fg
been barely introduced, and, I am of opinion for that reason that the
~ billis premature. 1f the mofussil was asadvanced as our presidency =
towns are, then there might have been some reason for introducing f‘
w measure of this kind. I not only consider, howeversthat the
measure is premature, but I also consider it has been introduced at
a very inopportune moment. We all know that the Government
have got ot least three very important measores before them ut the
present moment ; and one of them at least introduces very radical
and sweeping changes, and many people, mcluding myself, I may
say, think that the country is scarcely prepared or ripe for these
measures. 1 cannot help thinking that that being so it was parti-
_ cularly inopportune to introduce the meuasare at the present time,
when other important measures about which there has been and is
likely to be a good deal of difference of o6pinion are pending. Then
gentlemen, I also object to the bill, becauseit was bronght forward |
without allowing the classes who are likely to be affected by it any
opportunity of being heard. It husbeen, ina sense, sprung upon us,
and not only upon us, but, as you may bhave noticed inthe
debate to which 1 have refarred the Hon. Mr. Evang—one of
§

|

L2

the mon-official members of the Council—stated that he hea

for the first time onthe day of the meeting what the proposed

- measure was. He was ignorant of the character of the measure,
 and wealso were ignorant of it until it was brought forward in the
- Coumneil. T, therefcie, object to iton that ground. It strikes me
) ubem%l very much out of place to introduce a measure of this
on th
instead

- kind e strength of the opinions elicited by a private civeular
%! of the non-official community generally having an opportu- |
- mity of expressing their opinion upon a measure which to affect
n. 1t 1sall very good for gentlemen who would have theadmin-
of the law to express approval of it, but it is a rather
different thing for who_are by the administration of
it; and I cannot help thinking that when this private circular— .
LB
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- which none of us have seen and which I should rather likL 860
—was sent round, probably I think very likely, most of the
~officials to whom it was sent looked upon the question from
‘a theoretical and not from. a practical point of view without
‘considering what effected the introduction of such a measure
would have on the country, I notice further,” gentlomen that
‘Mr. Ilbert says in speaking of this circular that the vesult
was very remarkable, "Well, should think that he must have
realised erve this that the effect of acting upon the civcular has been
very remarkable indeed. I think he wust feel now, and I think
that the Government of India must also feel, that they bave madea
blunder in bringing forward a measure of this kind without the
public likely to be uifected by it having had an opportunity of ex.
&?uin un opinion about it. I will notsyy more now, other gens
men having to 8peak to the resolutions which huve been civeula.
ted among yen. 1 think it is quife likely T mag have touched upon =
‘some points which other gentlemen may speak upon, and if such is -
the case I hope that they will enlarge upon and enforce rather than
~ pass over any point that may bave allnded to. With these vemarks,
- gentlemen, 1 call upon Mr. Mowat to speak to the first resolution. S
Mr. Nanabhoy Byramjee Jeejeebhoy: Mr, Chairman, Before
- Mxr. Mowut proposes the resolution I should like to know whether
you have received any letter from anyone.
The Chairman: We have reccived a letter from’somo of the:
- members of this Chamber, and we have sent an answer to it.  Have
you got the answer ¥ ‘ !
My, Nanabhoy: It was the special desire of the members that
it should be read before the meeting. . il
. The Chairman : I am asking whether yon have got the answer ?
Mr. Nunabhoy: That letter was for the information of the

The Chairman: I don’t consider that there was any ‘neessity
for its being read. 4
Mr. Nanabhoy: Then you rule that that letter shall not he
" read. Ihow to your decision. .
: The Chairman: T have not given any decision as yet.
(laughter.) i
Mr. Nanabhoy: You say that the letter shall not be read. s
el . The Chairman: 'The letter to which you refer was received
N %l:ut half-past two. It ohjected to this Chamber taking up this
t

N B T

I

nestion, and the answer which was sent to you by my directions

was that we consider it quite competent for the Chamber to diseuss
is question, anl if you had any reasons to give against its doing
80 you ought to come here and state them. o
A Mr. Nanabhoy: We are going to speak, and we have come
 here to speak. . N
. The Chairman: Very well. , 5

e a:l!:t. Nanabhoy: Then you rule that that letter shall not be

PRSI

?5 ) The Chﬁrm.:h There is nko necagasity' tlfmt it sbould ﬁb&m
~ mecing that you are here to $ad wobe Lot FOuNSE I AN
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. Mr. Mowar: In propgosing the first resolution which runs
thus :—*That in the popﬁl’(l)n of this meeting the Bill for
the amendment of the OCriminal Procedure Code is, under
eiinting circumstances, uncalled for, and ought not to have
been introduced without first eliciting the opinions of the
non-official classes whom the pro osed change in the admin-
istration of the law will affect”—1 would draw your attention
to the temperate manner in which it is worded, and in the
- remarks which 1 am about to make, I mean to be considerate to-
* wards the yarious races interested in the Bill lately brought forward
1 b{ﬂxe Government of India. Throughout the length and breadth
of this vast empire it has been the leading subject of discussion
 foruearly a fortnight, and it has been taken up with more than
ordinary warmth in Bengil and the voice of England has not been
 gilent. 1 most earngstly trust tae tension which now exists will
find a solution long before Novemher comes round. Although we
bave been later in approaching the subject than our friends im
‘Celentta and Madras, we are not behind them in the interest we
take in any matter affecting the criminal law biy which our British- =
born fellow countrymen are tried abroad. In order to grasp the
lending facts, let me point out what was done in 1872. This subject
was then thoioughly discussed, and the debates which took place in
4{.he Supreme , Legislative Council possess more than ordinary
nterest. Although five eminent names, including an ex-Gover-
nor of Madras and the late Governor of Bombay, appear on one
side, seven gentlemen who have also left their impress on India,
took the oppdsite view, and one of those was the distinguished law-
‘yer, Sir Jamos Stephen, who had charge of the Criminal Procedure
ill. By this act, which was the result of a* compromise, Native
Magistrates in the Presidency towns were allowed jurisaiction over
Europeans, but their power extended no further, and the reasons
for so doing appear to be very strong. Gentlemen, with public
opinion and a powerful press such as we find in the great cities, we
can understand why a difference was made between them and the *
mofussil. But even in the great Presidency towns, cases arise
‘which are surrounded wiih more than ordinary difficulty and which
x the keenest intellects of the Bench and the Bar. At a
social banquet which took ﬁlace in Bombay a little
gwr‘three years ago and at which I had the honor to preside, a

—

s

udge of the High Court whose manly straightforwardness and
upr charaeter have gained for hima wide circle of friends
| among all classes, expressed himself thus :—“ The administration
g of justice in India and no less in Bombay is carried on with ex-

X treme difficulty owing to the vast preg:fnderance of unworthy testi-
A mﬁyﬂqe native witnesses we have

42

oreus. A judge inthe coun-
only act on the facts of the case before him, and it would be
apossible for us to form our judgments satisfactorily were it not
r the admirable manner in which the cases are prepared by able
) ) ced solicitors and clerks, and for the arguments and
ty which are bestowed u those facts by aceomplished

" (Cheers.) If this is the case in one of the leading
‘the Ewmpire, at safeguards must we insist om
~European in the district? There are mo

1
v
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able and experienced solicitors there ; further, there are mo
- accomplished barristers. But, gentlemen, 1 can tell you what
~will not be wanting. As a juryman 1 have had to listen to
suborned witnesses; they and the other surroundings will finda
An oath or affirmation to the uneducated native classes is of
le or novalue; and are we to expose our couiitrymen to criminal
charges made on such evidence ? Far be it from meto speak
~otherwise than respectfully of native magistrates wbom this
country chooses to honour with the dignit.y. As educated men we
‘expect a great deal from them. But Ihold thatin a criminal
charge against a European things may arise on which an English-
man or British-born subject only can form a correct judgment. If,
therefore, the magistrate, witnesses and other surroundings are
entirely native—can we suppose that thére will never be a misear- °
riage of justice? From thee public press which bas lately
been flooded with literature on this sulfject, we find that
the native community are far from agreed, for in common
fairness we may put Mr. Khory’s letter of this morning |
against that of the Homorable Mr. Tyabjee. A leading
istrate who had a great many years’ experience in the
Moguuil. when speaking to me quite recently, was not slow to
point out the dangers which would beset the proposed alteration in
the law. Perhaps a time will come when a revision of the existing
Oode may he considered with advantage—but it is cfearly not now.
The lower classes amongst the native community must first be" ad-
vanced. The non-official classes very justly complain that they
have not been consulted in this matter, especially seeing that the
will be affected by Mr. Ilbert’s proposed cgange. The legal and offi-
cial classes, however, were consulted, and we learn that they have
not been unanimous. Knglish capital is now pouring into the
country for reproductive wor ks, necessitating a large number of
European employés. They congsist of railway servants, press and
mill managers, eotton agents, and the like.  In this Presidency they
are fewer in number than in the other two, but they are not less é

deserving of our care and attention.
(Applause.) Their frobable future is a question forsociologists,
and I cannot say that I look upon it with anything like satisfaction.
- 'With the progress of works in the Mofussil their numbers will in- .
crease, but from the Natives who are making such rapid strides in
education, they will have to suffer the keenest competition, a com-
Retit.ion, not likely to diminish. A large Eortion of those now -« |
bouring in the districts will never again behold the land which
ve them birth, while their families will have to make the best of
e under all the disadvantages of a tropical sun. These are the
clasres most likely to be seriously affected by the new bill, and as
theg can least protect themselves it is our duty to see that their
rights and privileges are kept inviolate. They supply that cheap
European labour which at the present time 1s indispensible in the
formation of public works. Asa rule, many of them are poor,and the
- feen to secure the services ofan English barrister, ora
first-class vakeel, for defence in a criminal charge, is more than they «
are able to command. Let us therefore be careful and not deprive
our poorer countrymen of privileges which they have hitherto ens |
. Mgz. MOWAT. R .
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joyed and on which they attach the highest value. According to
the best authorities, they now do this without in any wn;‘;;mm

ing with the rights of the natives of the country. Sir James Step-
hen’s remarks are valuable. He says :—* In countries situated as

most European countries are, it is no doubt desirable that thero

‘should be no personal laws ; but in India it is otherwise. Personal
a8 opposed to territorial laws prevail here on all sorts of subjects and

their maintenance is claimed with the utmost pertinacity by those
who are subject to them. The Mahommadan his personal law
the Hindu has his personal law. Women who, according to the
custom of the country, ought not to appear in court, are excused from
ap, ing in court. Natives of rank and influence enjoy, in many
cases, privileges which stand on precisely the same snnoiple ; and
are English people to be told that, whilst it is their duty to respect
all those laws scrupulously, they are to claim nothing for them-
selves P that whilst %ng’lish courts are to respect, and even to en-
force, variety of lgws which ar® thoroughly repugnant to all the
strongest convictions of Englishmgn, Englishmen who settle in shis
country are to surrender privileges to which. rightly or otherwise,
they attach the highest possible importance ? f can see no ground

or reason for such contention.” (Applause) We have now to
consider in a careful spirit what ought to be done P 1t is not too.

late for Government to withdraw the bill, and this might be grace-
fully done in the interests of all concerned. No one wishes to see
a race feeling exist, and our native fellow-subjects are no doubt as

anxions on this point as we are. The Government is full of other”

schemes for their advancement, anditisa good old maxim not to
have * tog many irons in the fire.” A thing may be done with
dignity and prudence to-day, which the foree of events, if not check
ed, may materially alter in a week’s time. In conclusion, I appeal-
to the imperial Government to withdraw a measure which nnder
existing circumstances is unnecessary ; I appeal to those in power to

- stem the current of class feeling which appears to have arisen on the

other gide of India, and which, if continued, may be fatal to the best
interests of the country, (Loud applause.) "

The Hon. W. M. MACAULAY said : When I consented to second

the resolution which Mr. Mowat has just read, I did say in the firm
conviction that it was not desirable for us to follow in the footsteps
of our brethren in Caleutta. 1 think it is very much to be regretted
that the speakers so far forgot themselves that they neglect-
ed their duty to their fellow-subjects, and one of them hus

. since apologised, for such a thing cannot assist in achieving

the object we have in view. On the contray, it will rather
damage it. In speaking of the resolution I shall, with your per-

- mission, refer to the second portion of it, and I confess, with a
. feeling of very deep vegret, that the Government of India have
- introduced the m-asure of such vital importance to a large and
* most important section of the community without consulting one

individual of that communitywho would be affected by the measure,

It is true, as. Mr. Ilbert said, that the various loeal Governments
were consulted—that no one could object to. We were also told

that the opinions expressed by the officials who had been consulted

B

‘eontained a consensus of opmion in favour of the proposed change
0 Mz W. M, MACAULAY.




t is not so long ago that it has faded from our memory, ‘
‘ *h was pumhrolgh the local Council of»% dith an
0 ming consensus of opinion was vetoed by the Govern-
‘ment who now attaches so much importance to the same official
-1 think, therefore, that this leaves a door open to them
7 which they canretire from the ground, and assign the very reason
 for the position they assume that they have actedion wrong infor-
‘mation. We have been told that the Judges of the High Court of
bay have with one exception expressed themselves in favour of
the measure. This may be so, but 1 think it i8 not imaprobable, and
 face 1 have some ground for stating, that the opinion which was
‘given was more an opinion from a theoretical point of view, as
. obgerved by the chairman. 1f the Judges of the High Conrt |
here, whom we all respect, as Mr, Mowat so well stated, gad been
to express an opinion as to the practical application of these
to the whole mofussil district of Ifldia and the outlying
0 cts of Assam, the Punjab, and the othgr equally partially = |
vifized localities, 1 do mov hesjtate to say that there would have
. been amongst these judges more than one dissentient. 1t is a
source of great regret to everg right-thinking person that the Go-
vernment did not take the public into their confidence as they have
. promisedto do. 1t was perfectly easy for them to. ascertsin toa
cety what the public—English public—would think of the mea-
_ gure. By consulting public bodies like this Chamber, there are the
- Planter’s Association and T'rades’ Association in varigus parts of
. India who could tell if a reference had been made to them that 1t
would raise a storm such as we have now experienced. Happily for
us, the circumstances of Bombay, even the mofussil of Eombay,
render the measure less objectionable than it would be if applied to
the whole of India. Here, so far as the lengthened experience of
Bombay goes, I know that a feeling of amity exists between the two
~ races of Buropeans and natives as very different from what exists on
the other side of India. There is more mutnal confidence and
friendship. I have heard many intelligent native gentlémen, many
of w'homgrax_xk amongst my friends, express their opinion that for
their part they would prefer to have their affairs dealt with by the
European judges rather thun their own countrymen. We could not
expect such a subject to have unanimity. Butl think that there is a
ery strong section of thenative community who think that the bill is
ot at all called for. In our daily mercantile experience we ¢ome in
Bombay in contact with numerous natives, keen-witted to a_degree.
These natives daily in hundreds of cases enter into contracts with
uropeans rel{ing in the event of dispute om arbitration by
uropeans. This, I think, speaks volumes for the confidence that
hey repose in the integrity of the Europeans, (Applause.) That =
 measure is unealled for, at this stage, [ think there can be no
bt. Until the introduction’of the measure in the Supreme
uncil, so far as I know, the question had slumbered since discus. =
on took place in the Council in 1812. Our native fellow-subjects
e lately been more than satisfied and gratified by the radical
8 which have been introduced, or are about to {e introduced
ioh will give them a great deul of power in the management
W. M, MACAULAY, noe e




" scheme. It is a great pity, s the chairman has pointed out, that for
. for half a dozen, or ten times half a dozen it is no
~ most inopportune that Government should burden their hlnd{

© of edncation, will exercise even a mdre rapidimprovementin the future

* functions by committing itself to a Ero orition of . this nature.
i lis
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of their affgirs. -1 am quite sure that on tnis side of India, at all
chango

stage fo intgoduce such a radical change from laws which bave G|
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events, there are few people who dreamed of such a
i n::z Lord Ripon promised this self-governmen

the henefit of a few, I thinkif 1 am not aistaken the numbers men-
tioned by him are somewhat smaller than the number of magistrateés
who will beaffected by the bill. 1 believe that in this Presidency alone
some half a dozen magistrates would be affected by it. But the

justification to introduce the measure which was calculated
inevitably to stir up strife and to re-open wounds which we -
hoped had passed away for. ever. (Applause.) That for this
local self-government scheme which is mnot yet started it is |

¥

with further legislation, especially of such a character as this. I
very much fear that if Yhe Eill is proceeded with, it will prejudice
the proper developgent of this ssheme. 1 doubt not, the advance of
civilization,the opening up of the country by railways and the £

Y
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than in the past. Great progress has been made within the last
twenty years, and had it not been so, I do net think that even a
modified change in the laws which permitted magistiates of native |
birth to have jurisdiction over Europeans in the Presidencg towns
would have been effected. 1t is, therefore, premature at ]

is early

ways been enforced since the count.rf' has been occupied by our
countrymen. With these remarks 1 will second the proposition
(Liond applause.) R
M. Np YRMJIEE JEEJEEBHOY said : Gentlemen.—1 vise to pro-
se an amendment to the proposition which is before the meeting.
am strongly of opinion that this Chamber will be exceeding its

& h‘(

Ever since the Chamber was first esta cd—on 22nd September 1
1836, mainly owing to the exertions of Mr. Harry George Gordom, |
of Messrs. Ritchie, Stevart and Co., it has never ceased to |
intmgst itself in the commercial welfare of the city and port of
Bombay, and has on numerous occasions rendered most valuable '
assistance and collected important information, not only to the
advanhfe of the local commercial communit{, but to the Govern-
ment of India, who has frequently consulted the Chamber om |

i e&'he Chamber has hitherto steered

4
|

' eﬁa.l important . subjects. d
* elear of all race distinctions and has shown itself most creditably
" above all race prejudices, 'This characteristic of the Bombay

Chamber of Uommerce has been acknowledged and emphasi

- the admission of ndtives, The Chamber hasalways been consid,

an influential and representative body, but since the accession of "«

~ native members, its representative power and character has increas-

R
EaE

ed considerably, and i stead of representing only one class of the

- wast mercantile community of this city, it now lays claim,and |
- very justly too, tobe the advocate and mouthpiece of the whole com-
. mercial community of this Presidency, andis no longer the Emfeu o)

. Chamber of Commerce, but truly and literally the Bombay Cham- |

Mz, N, BYRMJEE JEEJEEBHOY.
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ber of Commerce. What does the Chamber represent as & body. It
represents Bombay commerce, and should be very careful not to
- curtail its representative chavacter by lending its influence, to0 po-
litico-sectarians sentimentality and race questions. The gal
Chamber and the Madras Chamber may be excused for their action
in the matter of the Jurisdiction Bill, composed as they are entirely
‘of European merchants. 1t is not o d long, geutlemen since this
n

Chamber extended its scope of usefulness and influence, but dur-
ing the short time that has elepsed since the joining of the native

- members, things have gone on very smoothly and barmoniously,
- and it would be a thousand pities were that harmony and unani-

‘mity to be unnecessarily disturbed. Ido not wish to enter now
into the controversy about this bill which the Government of
‘India, all the loeal Governments, her Majesty’s Secretary of State

~and all the more distinguished officers of Government throughout

India, considered necessary for the due administration of justice
in this country, and all I wish to sdy is that suck a proposition as

~ that moved by Mr. Mowat could wot, and should mnot, come appro-

ﬁrintely from a mixed Chamber of Europeans and natives. If the
uropean merchants of Bombay are desirous of giving expression
to their views about the bill, by all means let them do 8o ut a publie
meeting of the European citizens. I am aware that I shall be in a
very emall minority, and the proposition will most probably be
passed in spite of my humble opinion, yet, gentlemen, I conscien-

‘tiously believe it to be my duty to make that opinion %nown and

my feeble voice raised against what I respectfully submit and main-
tain is an unnecessary and untimely proceeding likely to disturb
the harmony of the Chamber and to mar the good will which

- now happily characterises its proceedings. 1f this much-to-

), - be-regrette | action on the part of this Chamber will, as I

_apprehend it is sure to do, give rise to & strong counter-

movement on the part of the native community of Bombay,
the Chamber will be responsible for creating any bad blood and

- angry feeling which may unhafpily arise, and I am sure no one will

be more sorry than I shall be if tie commendable good feeling and

- harmony which exists in this Presidency amongst the different
- sections of our mixed community are needlessly disturbed or des-

troyed. Gentlemen, my first connection with the Chamber dates so
far back as 1865, and from that time up to now I have never known

. asingle instance in which the Chamber lent its influence or counten-

ance to any quesiion of race or class distinctions or differences,
and it onght not to do sonow. (Applause.) With these remarks I

- wbeg to propose as an amendment—* That in the opinion of this

meeting the action now proposed to be taken with regard to the

'.;.“'Cx‘iminal Procedure Amendment Bill is one foreign to the object:
~ and purposes of the Chamber, and that it is highly desirable for

many obvious and weighty reasons that the Chamber decline to

~take up any politico-sectarian question.”

~ Mr. SorABIEE FRAMJEE PATEL said : Gentlemen,—I rise with
reluctance to second the amendment my friend Mr. N anabhoy ;
Byramjee Jeejeebhoy has proposed, for I consider it unfortunate
fer me at this juncture to be compelled to go against the wishes of
Mr. SORABJEE FRAMJEE PATEL, . A



v

B

~ tant question, I beseech you not , to let your party feclings be

ne
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gentlemen, for many of whom [ entertain the highest esteem. With
not a few of them I have at times been associated in discussing
important questions in a most friendly spirit, when serving as a
member of the committees of the Chamber. In fuct, gentlemen, my
connection, including that of my father, with the Chamber, dates as
far back as the last 35 years or more, and I must admit, that in
this long interval both he and myself have received every kind con-
sideration at its hands, as I am sure my native friends who have
gince joined have also experienced. 1 therefore feel it the more
incumbent to appeal to your good sense and judgment to avoid, as
far as it may be in your iower, taking any step that may tend to
disturb the harmony which has for many years so happily prevailed.
‘What I beg of you, gentlemen, is to weigh calmly my re- =
quest ; for am no less grieved at the disunion which your =
resolution will create,in the Chamber than the ill feeling and
passions it is calculated to arouse throughout the great and varied 5
commercial comnfimity of Bofmbay. The sequel of your step in 3,'
this matter might unfortunately be either the holding of public |
meetings by those who are in favour of the Bill, or unpleasant,
injudicions and imprudent writings in the press. In bhoth cases
10 oné, as you are aware, can answer for the lengths to which part;
feelings and passions may be carried by those who cannot command
themselves. But the effect of all this will be certainly most |
disastrous to all concerned, and will excite bitter feelings and leave
indelible rtmeniscences which it will take perhaps a full quarter of
a century to efface. 1 have no wish, gentlemen, to enter intoa
len;ﬁhy discussion with such intelligent and liberal-minded members
as thosewho are in favour of the resolution; but I cannot help
drawing your attention to the fact, that yon cannot with propriety
take uY questions which are purely political, and do not affect the
general commercial interests of the community, nor could you take
up class questions, much less grievances, of a particular race. In sup-
rt of this assertion, permit me to quote the very first of our
- Chamber’s rules and regulations. It states that “ the object and
' duties of the Chamber shall be to encourage a friendly feeling and
unanimity among commercial men on all subjects involving their
common EOOd to promote and protect the general mercantile inte-
* rests of this Presidency.” I ask, with your permission, does the
" action which the Chamber is asked to take tend to “ promote and
rotect the general mercantile interests of this presidency P” Will =
1t * encourage a friendly feeling among the commercial classes on all
subjects involving their common good P’ Does it come within the
category of “the removal of all acknowledged grievances
affecting merchants (European and natives) as a body or affect-
_ing mercantile interests in general P’ Certainly not. 1 am
' sure, gentlemen, if you will only dispassionately weigh mg reasons’
and arguments, supported by the fact that they are %:ne on t
fundamental rules and regulations framed by this Chamber, g 1
- will, 1 doubt not, adopt the amendment proposed by Mr. Nanabhoy
and seconded by myself. In coming to a conclusion on this impor

by what indiscreet persons may havesaid and written else-
where. (Applause). e

~ Mx. SORABJEE FRAMJEE PATEL.
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 ByraELL : Mr. Chairman and Gentleman—1
joon determined not to sepeak, but after the remarks m:
friends, Mr. Nanabboy and Mr. Sorabjee, 1 should like’
words. Their arguments, as I understand then, are that, -
ber has exceeded its functions, and that its functions
be limited to what they term measures affegfing our'com-
welfare, They are also of opinion that we are proposin
steps mow which are likely to raise class &re;udioql v
reate race feeling. 1t appears to me thut the Chamberis
ing its functions at all. A great many of us have re-
gentatives in the interior, and if we deal witha measure which is
ntroduced into the Legislative Council affecting our’ welfare and
mental to our interests, it seems to me that it 1s quite within
functions to bring the matter before the Chamber of Com-
- merce, which is the only body in Bombay fepresenting our inter-
sts. (Applause.) I think the two gentlemey who have just
spoken are mistaken when they are inclined to think that the reso-~ |
lutions before the meeting will if*passed foster class prejudices. '
Native gentlemen know that we not only welcgme them when they
propose to join us, but we have invited them and asked them tode
80, I can say that during the time1 was officially conneeted with
%Be'ﬂhamber I did all 1 could to get my native friends to join the
Chamber. I have always wished to get as large a proportion of
‘native merchants and native gentlemen connected with trade =
in the Chamber as possible in order that it might be striet-
. ly representative of Bombay and not wmerely representative of
class; and I think that these gentlemen will say, on reflection,
b it is quite possible for us to be very strongly averse to having,
y of our Eu opean employés in the interior tried :lE)}y native magis-
tes where we cannot get a Kuropean barrister, * Even in the case
natives, cases have been known in which men have been tried
d convieted in the interior with respect to matters which, if tried
in Bombay, would have resulted immediately in an acquittal. Take,
for instance, the old Cotton Frauds Act. You know that in Dhar-
. war and in many other parts of India, where there was no public =
opinion and no press, natives were prosecuted, convicted, and fimed
mixing cotton from adjoining fields; and;as 1 have told gen-
en, Governiment servants, the same thing was being done here
European merchants, myself included, and that they shonld =~
come and prosecute us in a place where we could get a
barri to defend ourselves. There is an example, and a
forcible example, between the justice in a place where you
nnot have a counsel to represent you, where you have no public -
nion, and the dispensing of justice in Bombay where you have
ng press and can employ a counsel to defend you. (Applause.)
uite possible for us to hold a strong opinion upon this subject
t not be actuated by class prejudices. (Hear, hear.) We
n't object to native gentlemen acting as magistrates in Bombay
here there is a healthy public opinion and where we can have our
ountrymen as counsel; and it appears to me that if race
~are raised, it is not the Chamber who is to blame, but the
nt of India who stirred this matter up. (Applaunse.) The

|
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that the chairman was mistaken in stating that only one gentleman
would be affected by having these powers given to him if thet{ﬁ is

sed ; but I have been informed that thisis correct, and that there
18 only one gentleman in the presidency on whom these larger

powers would be conferred under the amendment if the Bill

f
N

* old state of things did no harm to anybody. Mr. Macaulay thinks

2
1

was passed, and as wy informant said, why stir up all this

class prejudiee and set us all by our ears in the manner that
the Bill before the Government of India has done P (Hear, hear)
With reference to the question of giving more extended power te
the natives, T may say that I differ most materially from the chair-
man that this proposed extension of municipal power is a mistake.

When the Municipal Act under which our Corpuration now sits was

iutfoduced, we had sixteen days consecutive debate in Poona about
it. and I protested most strongly against the inhabitants bei
allowed to elect one-palf of the members of the Corporation an
suill having no power to vote their own budget. In the same way
when tie Mofussil Municipality Bilf which was passed in 1873, came
oa for cunsideration, I protested most strongly against the p: inciple
of the Bill, and contended that so long as you had the collector in

the chuur, a great many official members on the board, and all the

non-ofiicials elected by the chairman, it was a farce to call ita Mu-

nicapality at all. 1 would go in for giving the natives much more
power 1 thege things, but while advocating their claimsin that
way, 1 must say 1 do object very strongly indeedtoa European

connected with our own firms in the interior being brought up be-

fore a native magistrate where we cannot have the assistance of our
own countrymen to defend them. It has been spoken of as an
anomaly that these things should exist : 1 know thut this is delicate
ground to touch on, but as a newspuper said the other day, if you
are going to take up that argument, our whole position in Indin is
an anomaly. So long as we are in India anomalies must exist, and.
it appears to me that the best course for the Government ot India
to take is to leave such matters alone, unless it. can clearly
be showu that great injustice is being inflicted upon somebody. In
the case of this Bill, it is impossible to show that injustice is being
done. You cannot say that it is great injustice that half a dozen
gentlemen invested with magisterial powers should not be permitted
to try Europeans. We contend that this Bill, if passed into law,
instead of allaying class prejudices, will foster them to a great ‘ex-

tent, and I hope that the Government of India will be induced to

withdraw the Bill. I hope that the native gentlemen connected
with this Chamber will vealise and see that it is quite possible for
ue to oppose this Bill and yet entertain very kindly feelings towards
them and that we are always very glad to see them amongst us.
f e - : S A

. Mr. VRIZBHOOKHANDAS ATMARAM said : Asa party signing the
protest which has just been read overto the meeting, 1 feel con-
strained to say a few words so as to explain fully the reasons
-which have induced to adupt this course in reference to the
action it is intended to be taken in the name . of the Bombay

. Mg, VEIZBHOOKHANDAS ATMARAM.




thatthe ing was to be held was at twe o’clock on
hnwﬁm at the time.

to discuss the matter and he did not see what

ing was sent to Mr, Nanabhoy’s office twice. ,
~ Mr. Nanabhoy: My house is not far away. I am living at
Mazagon. The circular ought to have been sent there. (Cries of
nonsense,” “absurd,” &c.) ; §
« Mr. Olement Poole gaid : I beg to propose * that the following
mbers of the Chamber, namely, the Chairman of the Chamber,
[r. M. Mowat, the Hon. W. M. Macaulay, Messrs. Bythell, Russel,
. R. W. Forrest, Blascheck, and Marshall, be appointed a sub-
_committee, with power to add to their nuntber to prepare a memo-’
rial to the Viceroy praying that Hgs Excellency may be pleased to.

“are a sufficient guarantee that the memorial which will be presented
~to Government will be drawn up with moderation and good sense,

‘places. (Applause.)
Re o M, Bla?sl:sheck said : I second the resolution. I gbstain frowm
mking any further remarks at this late hour. i
The proposition was then put to the meeting and carried.
- A vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded the proceedings.

- {
.

Mr. Nanabhoy said the first intimation jthat 'he &'a nloung |

ubandon the proposed alteration in the law.”® At this late hour
1 would not recapitulate the remarks made by the previons speakex,
but I'will say this, that the names of the committee read out to yon

~and will be free from expressions which have reached us from other

Al

Filile.s
Chairman said that Mr. Nanabhoj went to the. mee«ns‘ ng
“prepared 4 1  he had
mplain of. He was informed that the cug&l;r lling the
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It may perhaps be argued that the Native Jurisdiction

Bill was affirmed by the executive, and that it was supported

as the mover of the Bill expressly declared, by an overwhelm-
ing consensus of opinion. Was it ? Take the case of Bir
- Ashley Eden, a man far too shrewd to hastily commit himself

to any such view. Nothing can be more cautious than his
express and ca.rei'ully worded recommendation that the

~ proposal should be consxdere:l whenever, at any future
oceasion, a ﬁttfng opportumty should avise. It would I8
" be idle to affirm that any such occasion has arisen. On
the contrary, the complete Act had only a month

previously come into force with all the real amendments whieh

twenty years’ experience had showu to be needed; and pre-

cedent and common decency alike required that bond fide ob-

jections to the Act, as it stood at its last revision, should be

shown by actual experirnce. But the greed of popularity is like

thegreed of wealth—qui dives fieri vult, et cito vult fieri,—and this »
is the only interpretation which plain men will put upon the

attempt to tinker the substantivelaw of the land only a few
weeks after it had been deliberately and, as it was hoped,
finally passed. The true value, the real signification of this
vaunted consensus of opinion we have recently discussed. To
say nothing of the weighty dissents which the correspondence
actually discloses, it is open to remark that the High Court at
Calcutta was not consulted at all, and that, short of actual
pressure, the strongest possible inducements were held out in
the circular sent round to the Local Governments to ensure an
opinion in a particular direction. We trust that this circular at
all event is a new departure without precedent or successor, for
we shall be much surprised if it does not provoke comments that
will prevent its recurrence. It was only after the Government of

India had altogether prejudged the points of issue that it asked i
- to be “ favoured’ with the views of its assorted correspondents.

d
Co

PP A O NRd e i A

PRy




m or from the many scattered Europaam-.who in othsar
'  of India are beginning to initiate a new era of industrial
yrogress ¥ These are the men who are really interested in the

dmj’eﬂ}.ﬂu'e. Their lives and fortunes are cast in this country,

| no flourish of rhetorical commonplace about anomalies,

m;' the merit of symmetrical leglslatlon will blind them

the fact that it is upon thém the rea® burden of the

measure will fall, or reconcile thém to the loss of those privi-
leges which they most value. “Alterations of laws and customs .
the breaking of privileges” have been declared on high
uthority to be the most potent causes of discontent as well as
Whatsoever in offending people joineth and knittegh them in
a common cause.” TLet the Government weigh these things.
md retire from the false position they have so incousiderately

assumed. If they want homest opinion let them consult
- the right persons in the right way. Let them remember that
popular agitation always outruns reason, *and that it is sorry
statesmanship to excite race antagonism for an object which
those whom it is hoped to conciliate do not really want. Above
nﬂ let them consider well how the machinery of the a.dmmu-
tration can be so improved, as in future to minimise action not
consistent with the interests of the administration as a whole. -

gy March 2. e e ¥
It. is a suggestive commentary upon Lord Klmberley'
ion in the House of Lords of the “eminent authorities’”
home who approve of the Native Jurisdiction Bill, that

~met with strong opposition so much so, as we learn from
ate sources, that Lord Hartington, the then Secretary of
, undertook to represent privately tothe Viceroy the danger




of driving his coach too fast. The Government at home will now
be in a position to judge of the effect in India of Lord Ripon

“breathless benevolence,” to quote the words of an English
newspaper. The meeting held in Calcutta yesterday must con-
vince even Lord Kimberley that something more is needed than
the opinions of “eminent authorities” to pass an Act which has

aroused even phlegmatic Anglo-Indians to a pitch of enthu- 3

siasm nnpreeedented in the history of this country.

‘We are not likely to be accused by anyome who has

followed what we have written on the subject of an
undue partiality’ for the said Jurisdietion Bill. There
is the less reason therefore that we should shrink froiﬂ"\

admitting anything that can be urged in its favour by

those who uphold the measure—a minority small indeed
in numbers, but unquestionably entitled to a respectful
hearing. After along course of discussion, as every day expe-
rience teaches, arguments and objections are apt to run in
circles and the point arrives when nothing further can
be gained by controversy. If this point has not yet beem

reached in the present case, it is owing to the !tct
that the advocates of Mr. Ilbert’s Bill have so far had

their say only in the disadvantageous form of cut-and-dried
statements, and it is easily conceivable, that had they

enjoyed a greater latitude of expression than the official

style of composition generally allows of, they might have

appealed more convincingly to the public mind. 8o far, how-
ever, one fails to discover in what is commonly said in behalf of
the measure, anything more than what has been already ad-
vanced iu the papers published, aad, as we believe, fully met.
There is some force of course in the argument that if a native
~ officer is capable of exercising the immense powers of magistiate
of a district, and is fitted to be entrusted with the government

of perkaps a million souls, he is also ﬂtmdtotrydn‘

e MEnropcm that may be brought up before him, and
: ﬁu hmmdigmtyuwoll ‘a8 an nomdythanmh




”m shwld be obhgod to mkeover theum; to
his subordinate. But though this may be readily admitted,
t.does not tend in the least to shake the primary objection of
"‘ﬂn'llmel Stephen that it is not the feelings of the Judge that
‘hwe to be considered, but of those that come upder his juris-
diction. If the ground is shifted to the inequality involved,
" the argument becomes still less tenable, and we have an answer
in the practices of the law-courts themselves. While the
_ Governor-General of India is liable to be called as & witness in’
the courts waich various native gentlemeng of different degrees
- are exempted from attending, it is impos%ibie to attach much
wexght to the plea for wbstract equality. - But in truth the
: ~ “anomaly” argument has been 80 often exposed that it is need-

. less to waste words upon it.

% o There is more point, undoubtedly, in what is said of the .
adminstrative inconveniences to which the present system
. gives rise. While native officers are incapable of hearing charges
. against Buropeans, they cannot well be posted to stations
, where such cases are likely to come up—stations, for instance,
~ such as Dacea or Chittagong. But granting this it is as doubt-
 ful as ever whether the alteration of the law would work any
real remedy. Though it might be legal that native magistrates
should sit in trial on Europeans, it would remain practi-
cally inexpedient, and every wise Government would recognise’
it to be so. The fact moreover that the Government of Bengal,
~which is most concerned with the inconveniences complained of,
~ is opposed to the proposed change, may be taken as a sufficient.
answer to the arguments founded on these grounds. Fiﬁdlj;' :
h@m is the familiar story of necessity: the oft-repeated argu-
g tneit that the general drift of our policy has got so far in asso-
© ciating the people of the country with its Government that dis-
ol “tinctions such as the present are no longer possible; and this

~ line of reasoning is the harder to meet from its generally finding
réfuge in the misty abstractions which obscure the henwn_

- where politics and morality meet. But though it is palpable that
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serviceand to the Covenanted Civil Service in particular, m

give rise to many embarrasements as time goes on and brings
them to the higher posts in their several departments, it is quibag
another thing to maintain that the solution of the difficulty lios
in levelling each obstruction that comes up with the engines of
the Legislative Department. Until some better reasons can be
put forward for the proposed amendment of the Civil Procedure,

the public will continue to believe that it is no more chlled for
now than when it was thrownout of the Council ten years age,
and the almost ludlcrouuly ma@oqua.to motive that has been )
assigned for the G8vernment’s action in the matter will help to’ & |
keep them in countenance. LB

Mureh 8.

Tt has long been acknowledged in political circles at home
. that enthusiam about India and its concerns is a mistake of the
gravest kind, and one calculated to interfere seriously with a
man’s sucgess in public life. Au enthusiast only too often de-
. generates into a bore long before his missiou is accomplished : if
his natural talents save him fromt hisfate he not improbubly be-
comeés that prince of political prigs a doctrinaire. Now
~ a bore is never tolerated, but a doctrinaire may sometimes bs
 listened to patiently if the snbject-matter of his discourse ex-
" citbs sympathy oreven interest in the minds of those whom he
~ seeks to instruct ; so long as he is in touch with his listeners
his views may not prove absolutely unpalatable. Should it
&mme, however, that the subjects enlarged upon are
 forei the ideas of his audience; but one result is
- possible : passive indifference if not active contempt on the ono
ﬁ&aﬁll n dogmatism on the other arise sooner or later,
~ and a mutual ucderstanding becomes impossible. Tndian
up.m are, unfortunately, far remove | from the observation of
thomimnypohtwmm England, and thus it has happened
that the enthusiasts who have undertaken to guide, public
opmoiwmnbghﬁmmbdwx& Iudia have buomvm'*
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from under the control of the doctrinaires and Parhmqu-'

‘tary bores, and will be discussed with all that acumen and
‘tenacity of purpose which are so characteristic of the English

- people. Anglo-Indians will no longer seem allens " in  the
~ eyes of their kinsfolk in the old country, and ties which

have often been strained almost to breaking will once again
“become strong and enduring. The enthusiasm may = die away

as rapidly as it has been excited, but there will at least he

left behind the feeling that after all, the Englishmen who have

‘made India their home have claims wpon their countrymen '
& n ‘Europe which cannot be abr8gated-at theswill of a Secretary

~ of State or calmly set aside by*the dictum of a Viceroy.

: Mareh 5. :

B The sight which was witnessed in Calcutta on Wednesday
last, stands, happily almost alone in the history of the
~ British Indian Administration. For the first time, certainly, :
: mthm the memory of living man, the Viceroy of Indiﬁ. is
confronted with the entire body of Europeans in the oountrv il
1t would be idle to suggest that the assemblywas not in
“the highest sense of the wordrepresentative. The Chairman
spoke of piles of sympathising telegrams from every part of
the country; the Caleutta hotels were crowded with Euro-
pea,na who had flocked in from the mofussil for the purpose
of being present on the occasion, and the tone of the meeung
~was unmistakeable—a tone of determined opponhon and
\ emphatic condemnation. The speakers spoke as men who knew
hat. their sentiments were re-echoed, not only in the hearts

\ :‘,; the vast multitude before them, but ina thousand re-

mote quarters, where Englishmen were watching with anxmty

o, 'yghe progress of a measure, which they are firmly convinced to

S0 bq;unneoesury, impolitic, and unjust. Mr. Keswick and Ht

Brmson were with excellent judgment, selected for the princlpd
speakers of the da.y the one the hest pomble repmentttue of

+
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mclm.cmuwmhm capital onergyn.mllhli .
~covering the country with industrial enterprise, the other a

gentleman, noted not less for his forensic ability than the bene-
volence of his character, and his high standard of honor, and
morality. He spoke from the heart, and his words went to the
hearts of all who heard him. Gentlemen,in Mr. Keswick's and
Mr. Branson’s position have exceptional opportunities of know-
ing the real administrative history of the country, the real public
opinion, the feelings which arise not from theory, study, or
sentiment, but from the practical experience of every-day life.

Their constituents come from all classes, and are connected with '

* the most varied inferests. Mr.? Branson had occasion only g
few weeks ago, to appear im Mr. Gupta’s eourt, and his
own experience informs him how far Englishmen in the
mofussil would be wise in waiving the right, which they
have hitherto enjoyed, of being tried by their country-
- men, in favor of gentlemen of Mr. Gupta’s stamp; and
Mr. Keswick’s and Mr. Branson’s opinion is, we venture to say,
the unanimous conviction . of all Europeans, who have lived in
the countty, who know what a mofussil magistrate’s court really
is, and who are cognizant of theinnumorable side influences
that are brought to bear upon a native official, ombarmsmg
his action, clouding his judgment, and imperilling his imparti-

‘ality. Independence of character is a quality which, difficult
enough to find in an European, is really unknown in ordinary ‘

cireles of native life. But the magistrate, who has to deal with
the case of an European tried on a criminal charge, has need of
‘no inconsiderable independence. He must shake himself free of
~ every prejudice of class, race, and rank ; he must be able to turn

a deaf ear to the seductions of social flattery on the one hn.nd o

the hinted displeasure of a powerful neighbour on the other
]Ie must have a deep-rooted sense of justice in the highest sense,
: and a code of honour under which the slightest defection from
_ the highest standard becomes an indelible disgrace. These quali-
‘ties Englishmen find or believe that “they find in the

" European officials before whom each of us is liable, by

o\
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of all pomble Viceroys were still:
Hall, “T give Lord Ripon six months to
hr ’Vioﬂro,] that ever came to Iudn."
ithi s fortmght the same




dm his beat to lash himself and his audience into &Inl'ﬂ

wntea the next morning to bemoan the improprigty of hi’\/‘

more voilent - tirades,—all these not particularly pleasant
or dignified phenomena point in a single direction, namely, toa
degree of angry excitement, inflamed by mutual contagion and
stirred by opportune circumstance into a mood in which common

t.—.sense and common decency were for the moment swamped, and

speakers and hearer alike forgot every thing but the necessity
for a violent demonstration. Such lapses from the good nature
and good sense of the average Englishman are to be expected
when a sufficient number of apgry Englishmen assemble for
the purpose of asSuring each other and the world how very
angry they are, and what excellent reasons they have for
~their anger. But after eliminating every phrase which the
appeal from Philip drunk to Philip sober would condemn, we

shall still find in the rhetoric and arguments of the speakers a"

solid residuwm of common sense and justifiable sentiment,

which, ascertained as it is to be the general sentiment of the

community, no sane Government can venture to ignore. It is
quite impossible for Lord Ripon to take a step which would
place him in permanent and irreconcilable hostility to the entire
non-official class of Europeans in Indiaand to a large proportion
of his own officials. No Viceroy has ever occupied this

odious position, and we may be sure that Lord Ripon will
not choose and if he did choose, would not be allowed, to-

occupy it. Such an estrangement would be areal misfortune.
. A conscientious, honorable and genial gentleman earnestly bent
~on doing his best for the good of the country has too much in
common with all that is best among Englishmen in India to
allow of their permanently oceypying hostile camps. For that
very reason it is worth while to analyze the causes of the present
rnptnre, and explain why Lord Ripon finds himself suddenly at
. arm’slength with the entire body of his countrymen. The
' main reason is, of course, their belief that, in the removal of
au anomaly, or illogicality, a sentimental grievance or, some-

luig equally mtangxble, a prmlege, which the practroal @

"".)



g .lad m‘bhout any previous inquiry that deserved the name, 16 be
swept away. The mere statement of such a belief is enough to

and fear. For one thing, the enquiry was a sham of the worst
 possible description. The view of the Government of India
was expressed in explicit terms, and the Local Governments
g. were merely paid the barren compliment of being allowed to

E,- offer a few romarks previous to the Government taking
:,A ~action on the policy so categorically announced. The framer of -
i the eircular had not even the candour to supplement Mr. Gup-
~ ta's one-sided statement by a fair acdount of the question or
~ even the publication of the excellent speeches in which Sir
- James Stephen and others supported the existing arrrangement
,ﬁ ~Mr. Gupta’s statement of the case was unfair, even in an ad-
| vocate, but it was really disgraceful when adopted by the
| Government as an adequate explanation of the points
"L;f‘" i question. Mr. Gupta “contend himself with merely
| appending a few extracts ” from the speeches which happened

to favour his arguments, and naturally omitted those which

ii-},i - conclusively demonstrated its futility : nor, naturally enough,

did he think it necessary to state that Sir George Campbell,

B though ultimately supporting Mr. Ellis’s amendment, stated
‘that he “had seldom greater difficulty in making up his mind, »

~ and that the motion “ involved matters of sentiment with which -

A it was very difficult to deal ; ” and that the Commander-in-Chief

vision which enabled Magistrates of the first class being Justices

4 \ the Peace and European British subjects to try European

British subjects and impose imprisonment for three months and
_»1.ﬁne of a thousand rupees. His Excellency reinforced hu
- amendment by adduciog several instances, which in his opinion
- showed the danger of allowing any Magistrate, of whatever
~ nationality, to try an European British subject. Nothing of

show how much there is in it which Englishmensawould dislike

~ all this appears in the Government of India’s cxrcnhr note il

3

%

expressly moved and amendment of his own, cutting out thoprbu o




‘ .' ‘ wht dau q)pur is t.hnt the Government has a strong pmohu
. ceived view on the subject, intends to act upon that  view, end
merely invites an expression of opinion previous to prooeedmg :
action. Was it likely that a careful or outspoken answer would be
given to a question so asked ? “ Bt cantare pares et respondere
parati” is, it is to be feared, a too faithful accountof subors
dinate administrations, who know that what is wanted at head:
quarters isa loyal acquiescence in an already settled policy. 4
.The main euuse of irritation and alarm, however, lies
deeper than the mode in which the measure was initiatedl.
¢ Tord Ripon has for long past been shaking the confidence of
. Turopeans in his® practical sagacity. He was wafted out to
ilndia by a tempestuous wave Jf triumphant Liberalism, and
thoughtful Englishmen from that day to this have been realiz«

ng how much of ras hness, shallowness and unwisdom there was

in the nat ional seatiment of that peried and in the policy whicl®

it inaugurated. Lord Ripon came out to-India, pledged by the ‘:;

. rashness of his leaders, to restore to the Vernacular Press, the
liberty of, preaching treason, and to retreat from the advantage
ground which the great majority of authorities sonsidered it
mperative on us to hold at Kandahar. Since then he has

~ given free rein to that impulsive benevolence which is the easy
_ virtue of amiable and short-sighted natures. He has listened
with too credulous an ear to the glib compliments of servile
panegyrists. The multitude whose vanity he flattered, and

! whose restlessness his schemes and promises gratified, have kept
(“-, him in a fool's paradise of adulation. He has been assured by a %
" hundred congratulatory committess that his reign is a new epoch
~ in Indian history; that none of his predecessors has understood
ik thereal wants of India; that the stern régime of unsympathetic
:  repression had, under his auspices, given place to an era of
~ benevolence and enhghtenment, of equal laws, of personal free-
4% ﬂm, of intelligent  self-government. Every new eoncession
hu been the signal for a fresh outburst of thanksgiving
~ and . a.pphme The reluctant assent, the hinted distrust,
'G‘bo oyen dlnppronl of more experienced and cautious




@ despot to silence opposition or to disregard it. All went
‘merry as a marriage feast ; none the less the cynical guest at
the Trades’ Dinner and those whom he représents,

more and more cynical; the sneers became louder and
more frequent ; the belief in Lord Riponas a cool-headed,

. Educated Englishmen stand aghast when schemes, hot
and fresh from the Secretariat brain, are launched with
Eﬁ all the easy assurance of ](ong-esta.bhshed success, and
ﬂ‘* when the rulers of India consxder that' for a thing to
| be anomalous is sufficient to condemn it. At last Tord
. Ripon's career of triumph has brought him into direct
I collision with his countrymen on a matter about which they
| ‘mecessarily know a great more than he does, and as to which
e their convictions and feelings lie very deep. He has concen-
~ trated upon himself an amount of distrust, dislike and dis-
approval, the like of which certainly no one now in India can
recollect. He has now to learn by practical experience that in
. politics as in war »
kS “No feat
¢ Is bolder than a brave retreat”—
and when that retreat has been, as we trust it soon may be,
safely effected, the rulers of India will, it may be hoped, be
. content to march with more cautious feet and on a less
. ambitious course—to have somewhat more regard for ‘the

tame lessons of experience, to feel, somewhat less soornfuld_

' feelings, convictions, and even prejudices, which are at any
~ rate the outcome of practical acquaintance with the country
~and its inhabitants—to suffer even * an anomaly ” gladly so
long as it works no real injustice and produces no real incon-
venience —in fact to do as a long series of great statesmen in
India have done in times past-—realize of how many discordant

elements Indian society consists, and by bow many contendmg :
inflnences its equilibrium is maintained, and to reform when_ 5

.

~ reformation is shown to be not only theoretically desm\.ble, but

i $
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far-sighted and calmly.judging statesman less and less.'

councillors have been more and more neglected. The ‘Vieu?-oy-;f £
~of India is to a large extent despotic, and itis easy for



- Ripon must be content to follow in their steps, to observe the

" of Commerce may be readily acknowleged as the proper

‘tion with it which, we may safely say, all but an insignificant
‘minority of the European inhabitants of these provinces would
 desire to see observed. The local circumstances which seem to
:"hve lent peculiar bitterness to the language of the recent

practically expedient and possible. 1t is upon these lines .thqﬂ
great, good and benevolent men have governed India. Tord

same caution and submit to the same restrictions, and, doing
80, he will, we sincerely trust, command not only the applause
of the native community, but the respect and esteem ,of his
fellow-countrymen.

March 8. |
The preliminary meeting which took place at Allahabad on

Tuesday last, of which we 2 give some partienlars in another. i

column, may sefve a useful * purpose as the nucleus of a better .« |
organized gathering hereafter, *should the attitude of the Gov- | __
ernment at the meeting of the TLegislative Council to-morrow
point to the necessity of invitivg our large and scattered com« 1
munity to a general demonstration. There seems not much to
object to in, the tone of the speakers: one of them, indeed |
issaid to have made a well-timed allusion to the claims of |
the nptives of this country to generous consideration,
which deserves to have been more fully reported: although
his reference to the want of independence of the Govern-
ment officials for having absented themselves from a meet-
ing which they would obviously have been indecorous in ‘2\
attending, was unfortunate. It would have been well, perhaps,if
a Mémorial, now in course of signature, a copy of which ?
has been published in a Calcutta paper, had emanated (i

from a Committee appointed by the meeting, instead of

being circulated in advance of it. The Bengal Chamber

centre of organised resistance to the obmoxious Bill; but
ar8, perhaps, inadequate judges of the attitude in connex-

Galnth meetmg a.re, happlly, absent here. In the North- West




ble which the Government is in such haste to pr
. Their relations with their European feflow-subj tg

ute opposition to the Bill is quite consistent with calm
dlgmﬂed language, and of a studious avoidance in di

it of one single word or allusion that can wantonly womid
feelings of our native neighbours, or tend to intensify the

ife already provoked and always to be sincerely deplored.

The invitation te the European and Anglo-Indian eommumty
All&htb&d to be present at a preliminary meeting at the Mayo Hall,
~on Tuesday evening last, to protest against the proposed amendment
o! Criminal Procedure Code, so far as it affects the jurisdiction of
ves over British-born subjects, was responded to by a goodly num-.
there being between 200 and 300 people present.- Tho following is
a nport of the proceedings :—

w4 lln. Scarr-HowrLy, Barrister-at-Law, having been voted ‘to the .
Chair,and the notice convening the meeting having been r‘ead, the
elected Chairman proceeded to state exhaustively the motives for which

~ the uﬂem’bly were met together. The subject itself and the manner jn

: b:inhit has been a.lrea.-’ly exammed and dissected, led sanly to

m pzuumably to benefit. He said that it was stated in support of tb( |
proposed amendment that the law as it stood was an anomaly. Granted
) M t was, was it the only anomaly that existed in the law ¥ He could
i3 the meeting that in every page of our Indian Code a.ﬂom!iel :
] tonndoa.llmgequa.lly for reform as that which was so dear to
and which they were met to uphold. If there must be reform om
”y plea, let all anomalies be swept away ; but would it not be a greater
" anomaly than any now existing, if this measure were to,pnintq
: , that the native women of this country would be held exempt !rqm
5 W in Courts of law, protected by their veil, that now
h uﬂsﬂam whﬂamgoxﬁlowom,nomﬂtuhow w




- andyoung,'no matter -how refined and modest and delicate,” mush
i ~ be compelled to appear in a native Court before a native Judge
and with raised veil,. Wae it thought that justice was at M ;
‘being inadequately administered by European Judges P Op“_“
was there a dearth of such European Judges? Or were the
 cases demanding Criminal Jurisdiction over British-born lubjocti
80 numerous as to retard justice or cause inconvenience in the adminh-
| tration of it ? If not, why then should it be conceded to the pride and 3:
arrogance and self-conceit of the natives that they should have domi-
"nion overus? Was it a sentimental prejudice for which they were
fighting ? No. It was a right, an inalienable right, which they looked on
i /in a particular manner as their own, which had come to them handed i
E{ - down through many generations, and must they be expected aalmlj“i
i
|
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and cheerfully to forego it # And Yhough it were a prejudice, should
. they in every possible manner pamper and encourage and supportth‘
ks many prejudices of the natives engendered by their social, their reu- Al
* gious, and their domestic institutions, and will not even one pet - g
dice, if it will be so called, be tolerated in the case of Europeans ? Ma
Howell predlcted the most dreadful censequences, the most cahn:itonc_ |
resnltyif the'measure were to become law. Already had the motion Ay |
glven rise to the expression of most bitter feeling and the expotitloﬁ a
" of racing-antagonism, and God aloue knew what would follow
should their protestations against the amendment have no effect. Inﬂ
the course of Mr. Howell’s exordium, Mr. Ilbert, as was natural, aunb
§ in for his fair share of rough handling. Mr. Gupta, or “ Gupta & Co.,,
3 was spoken of with the bitterness which the unenviable position in a
which the Babu has placed himself was deemed to have deserved, and ¢
the would-be munificence of our Government and the “ breathless be!ﬁ-
[‘ nevolence” of the Earlof Ripon did not escape severe criticism. : ; |
\ © Mr. Saunders, Secretary tothe Committee, moved the first Reso-
A% lut&on, which was as tollows :—“That this meeting desires to express
its surprise and alarm av the action of the Government of Indiain
Bk ’unci'.ionmg the introduction inte the Legislative Council of India of |
| aproposed law for depriving Englishiaen and women and their descen- A
Tt _dsnh residing in the Mofussil of one of their tost valued birth-rights.”
. Mr. Saunders, in moving the resolution, stated that the Commﬂffﬁo ;
s £6 ‘which he was Secretary were acting in consonance with the Caleutta
~ Chamber of Commerce, who had approved of a draft of the memorial
- which he had put into circulation for signature. He said that this meet:
ing, which was convened rather hurriedly, was merely a pmlim
W}nﬂumu nprotut as exbenﬂvely W“Pm

.



n lubmitmdto Gavemment beforethe 9t.h of Muroh onwiueh
would be decided in Council whether the Bill should be quddted ,
wmhpmedtor consideration at a future date. In the eventof the latber
result arising, he hoped that a more’ influential meeting and nhTM‘:n
would be held later on. The Resolution was carri 4

~ The second Resolution— That in the opinion of thxs meeting all
European British subjects are in duty boundto use every legitimate
eans of opposing the passing of any such law, as calculated, when put
/3,1\ oree, to work great mischief and to produce much ill-feeling bet-
‘ween Huropeans and natives, especially in the Mofussil ”—was moved
by Mr. F. T. Atkins, He undertook to act in this matter
from a sense of daty—duty inasmuch as there could be but two
‘gides to the question of this Bill. Those whq, were mnot against
it must be for it; and as he was against it, as he hoped and
believed all present were, he was proud and happy of an opportunity
of %mg his duty by joining in this protest. He animadverted on the
. action of Government in what he spoke of as the injustice of the .
Rborkee Resolution which did such cruel harm to Eurasian and Euro-
- _pean young men in India, but the policy of the present Government in
all matters to be adjudicated between the European and the native was
b ql a piece.

. Mr. J. L. Lyell briefly endorsed all that had been said. He
douounoed in no measured terms the want of 1udependenoe of opimon
: gmong the official classes of Allahabad, exhibited *in their absence
~ from this meeting. And when he proceded to say that this official
: clm throughout the country was * anice family party” content to be
without an opinion of their own, because they felt that the possession
of one would be incommodious and inconvenient, and that they were al-
' _ways ready and willing, without question or dispate, to £all in with any
- scheme for the furtherance of that Utopian idea of India for the
Indians, he was much applauded. He moved the third Reselution ¢~

ng‘inst the proposed measure, be approved and signed by the. Chairman
of the meeting, and be sent round for signature of . European
nts, and every effort be made to induce Euaropeans in ontstations
to sign and forward similar memorials.”

i This resolution was duly seconded and the Chairman then ukod i!’

was ﬂgﬁ by lugh astorm of dm.ppnoba.tion that hb could not obm a - A
“hearing. The Chairman remarked that he was sorry tosee there wasa

f‘ That the memorial to the Viceroy in Council, just read out pmhlulg. 27




wolf in tho.!old “Dr. Bigg wasinformed that he would bo out of order
unless he intended to conﬂne what he had to say within the four corners
of the motion apeclﬂed in the 'notice convening the meeting. Iere- |
sumed his seat+in the face of the cries with which he was assailed. T
The resolution was carried and the following Committee was
elected :—Messrs. Howell, Sanders, Lyell, Mann, Anning, Atkins, and * 4
Bradley. A resolution was also passed that a one rupee subscription
list be opened at Messra, Lyell and Co.’s to defray incidental expenses, |
Votes of thanks were moved and carried unanimously to the Secre-
tary and the Chairman. “ God save the Queen” was then sung by the i
united assembly, and the meeting, which had been enthusiastic and 4
- appreciative throughout the proceedings, dispersed. B

“ b
March 9. ae
70 THE EDITOR. ! ?
Str,~The occurrence of the Native Jurisdiction Bill almost simul.
taneously with the now celebrated Rurki order has naturally led Anglo.
Indian society to speculate on the causes to which so much incom
tence must be due, The two measures are essentially inconsistent,
bhecause th® latter cruelly afirms and declares race distinctions
which the former ostentatiously asserts to' be invidious and une
necessagy ; but they have this in common—that it was * abysmal
ignorance'’ mnot to foresee the lamentable cousequences, actually
predicted, in the case of the Bill, by the dissentients, or astound. -
ing imprudence to incur those consequences for so slight an object.
Those who are interested in the latter decision should agitate
* for the production of the papers cencerning it, in order that the
whole Government may be relieved from the odium which properly, we
trust, belongs only to an incapable or obsequious minority. It will be :
curious to see whether in the latter case also the same farce was enacted
of the confidential circular and the more than clear intimation of the
direction in which the solicited opinions were required. Public men
must be studied and judged in their utterances written and oral, and =
those who would judge of the Vieceroy by the speeches which a cruel
~ kindness has recently reproduced to the world will be reminded by
their laboured efort ard barren vesalt, their length without breadth,
their dreary wastes of thy absolutely commonplace, and above all by =
their dall and ponderous jocularity, of one of Macanlay’s most brilliant
delineations : * Harley's influence was altogether out of proportionto
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 his abilities, Hisutellest was both small and slow, He was unable

totake & large view ofsny subject. To the end of bis life be



¢ uloo!tlu uﬂrnl ‘graces of an orator. Yet he was imd with

respect + for, such as his mind was, it had been assiduously culti-
: Mﬂl. From the absence of show in his discourses many
P inferred that there must be much substance; and he was
'Mmed tobe a' deep read, deep thinking gentleman, not a fine
_.W, but fitter to direct affairs of State than all the fine talkers in
the world. This character he long supported with that cunning which
is frequently found in company with ambitious and unquiet mediocrity.
In this way he got and long kept a high reputation for wisdom. It was

his admirers began to find out thatLe was really s dull puzzle-headed

- man, Can it be that history is repeating itself, and that mutato nomine
B m narratur ?
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not till that reputation had made him an Earl, a Knight of the Garter, =
Lord High Treasurer of England, and Master of the fate of Europe that

1



