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bJ the a.cts and utterances of the present Government, has 
found voice in the cry of indignation fl,ud ala.rm evoked by the 
Oriminal Procedure Oode Amendlllent Bill now before the 
Oouncil, How uuivel'sal and how intense thiR feeling is, the 
letters which are pouring into the Pl'('>SS, and e fOl;rual pro. 
tellts which are being t'ecord d at public meetings in all parts 
of the country, ItLundantly te tif,v, The motives which inspire 
it are quile I1S much patriotic as personal. The convietion is 
general that, important as Lhe evil ffect of the pre ent Bill on 
existing individual interests i~ likely to be, it sinks into insig­
nificance in comparison with tlft injury with which national 

CI 
interests are threa.tened by Vile polioy of which the Bill is a 
part, , 

But it is not mere shouting at a publio meeting in this 
country, however loud, or lettcrs to the Press, however forcible, 
that will avail to arr ' t the progre ~ of a Government obsti. 
nR.tely bent on the realisation of the wilde t theori ~ coule que 
coute, The voice which is loud h re to those eat' arll those 
not stopped with the wool of officialdom, is but a still, smail 
voioe to the people of Engla.nd, .A n orga~isation is wa.nt. 
ed which shall not only ena-ble the European and Anglo. 
Indian public to xercise an effective influence on loca.l 
counsels, but furnish it with powerful mouth'pieces at home 
This is the wain object of the present Association j-to 
wa.tch with unremitting vigilltoee every act of the Government j 
to speak out and act promptly and effectively 'at the first sign of 
danger, and to obtain uch support at home, both in and out of 
Parliament, as hall secure a respectful he!tring for its jut reo 
preseutations. But thi is all object which cannot b achieved 
without a liuel'al alld steady expenditure of money, as well as 
peraonal efi\)rt ; and thn it i that ev,or'y Europ~an, every 
domioiled Anglo.Indian and Eurasian, who holds British inter. 
ests and British honour dear, or who e interests in this country 
are in any way identified with British interests, is earnelltJy 
invited to come forw!l.rd at once with bis quota, lat'ge or 
lma.ll, towards the carrying out of this gre!l.t object, Let 
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everyone subscribe ;-not only him who can put down hi. 
thousand rupees, but him who can spar even a sing! ropee, 
for the common lJurpose, and let everyone subscribe!UI prompt. 
ly as poslli ble, 

As stated in the advel'ti ement, the first expenditure of 
the funds of the Association will be for the purpose of oppos­
ing by every legitimate means llossible, both in England antI 
in India, the present proposal to lleprive Briti h subject of I.b 
right of trial by their peers, All surplnq funds will be invested 
and the income applied to carr ing out tbe further object of 
the Association, w 'eh is to be Ijlaced on a permanent footing, 
and which, if the signs of the times are of auy' value, hits a 
long and arduous httle before it, 

A contemporary who has hitherto di'\Jtinguished himself 
among his follows as the one solitary upp0l'ter of Mr, Ilborl;'s 
Bill, and WTlO has hllod ' the creuit on mOl'e than on occ:l.lliuu 
within the 10. t f w days of bein" the mouth-pi c of the Govern­
ment in too matter, ha at last discovererl not only that the Gov­
.ernment by acting, in this matter, in c mplete ignorance oHlle 
feelings of its Europeo.nsubjects, 11 .... 8 placed it elf in an 

IC excessively unpleasant auJ invidious position;" but 
tha.t it is doubtful whether, 0. a. matter of policy, it. 
should exerci e its power of. deciding a question which has 
crea.ted suoh 1/ unprecedented excitement," . and on which it 
finds itself in opposition to the" vast majority" of non-offioial 
-it might have said the vaRt majority of official and the entire 
body of non.official-Engli hmen in India, 3.ud whether it 
should not rather refer th mat.ter to Parliament, 

The Government, our contemporary informs us, " had 
not gauged, it had DO$ even dt'eamt of, the feelings slumber­
ing ill the breasts of Europeans in India, which have 
DOW risen in tempe!!tuou agitation." Whether it still speaks 
with the voice of authority, or not, we cannot say, probably 
Dot i-but that, in making this statement, it speaks ' the literal 
truth, there need be DO doubt, That the Government had 
SlIouged or even dreamt of ~he atorm it wu ra.iaiDg, ia incon-
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ceivable that any Government in its sober senses would, except 
under tho pressure of the most empr~ent 11ecessity, have deli. 
berately perpetrated the incalculable mi ch i f which 
its present act~on hM caused. By this fact alone the 
Government stands convicted of gl'OSS in petence for tile 
discharge of the high function with which it i entrust • 

. ed. For th~re could be un more conclullive proof of 'rottenness 
.in eithor the system or persounel of a Government, than its 
nbsolute ignorance of the feelings of those whom it governs. 
But let Jihat pass for the present. Our contempOl'iLl'y, as we said, 
questions the policy or the G ernment of India exercising its 
power of d~ciding a qu stionrin re.spect of which it· stand in so 
invidious-and, we might add, so perilous-a position. We, 
howevor, go further tllEl.n this l and unllesita.tingly 0. sert tbat 
the question is one which it would be an outrage on Englishmen 
for the Legislative Council of India, as at present constituted, 
to decide. We mn.intain tha.t the question by wh'tlll1 English • 

. men should bo tried is one upon which natives of India have no 
manner of right to be. heard, still less to vote. It.is a question 
which, if, !leeing how long !~nd in what sort it has been alren..dy 
settled, it should bo raised at all, shoul<fbe decided by En C1lish. 
men and by Englishmen alone. We protest most emphatically 
in the Dame not only of the British community in India, but 
of tlle British' ~ation, against the Rubmission of s.uch a 
question to the verdict oE a body in which the scalA may 
be, and is very likely to be, tumed by the votes of Asiaties. 
Unl~ss the majority among the English m mbers of 
Council against the Bill 'Were in the proportion of two to 
one, this question of. tho hel'editnry rights of Engli lnnen 
would como practically to be decided by the native members. 
'And we ma.intain that it is an iniquitous, an il1toleraule thing, 
110: En glishmen should be liable to llave their birj,hrigh 
vote~ away' by Asiatics. 

L fr sh publiom etings be held,anu let the Brit.ish CODl . 
'muniti lemnly and fOl'many challenge the right of the native 
Jllemb~rll 0 Council to vote on a question w 1i<:h COn<:elJ)8 an 
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heredital'y right ,von by thejr ance 01' from their own sove­
reign , and j (l,10us1y guarded by them for a long series f 
generations, 

Lest there should be any misunderstanding about tho 
motive for this challenge, let us n.dd that we put it forward not 
because we do not believe the natiyomombers of the Counoil to 
be good men and true, but because we hold the question to be 
one which can constitutionally l)e decided by Englishm n alone, 
and 011 which, fl'om tbe vel'y nature I)f the case, no n.lien is 
competent to forl11 an opinion, 

For the rest, Wi have no do t that the true policy of the 
Government is simply to withdraw a. Bill the impolicy of which 
depends on circumstances which no vote of Parliament can ro­
move, ·01' 111 any u.ogree affect; and the mischief of which no 
such verdict· can mitigate, 

Thollg it was inevitable that the outrage on the rights of 
English 1 contf'mplated in Mr, Ilbel't's should arouse strong 
Fa ions, nd that strong pa sions should find expression 
in strong langua.ge, it would be a gl'ave mistake to suppose 
either that the feeling which underlie the vehement 0}Jpolii .. 
tion of Europeans in India to the measure, is generally one ot 
hostility to the natives of this country, 01' that the arguments 
against it derive thdir chief force from considera.tiollS of mce 
jealousy or race antagonism, 

Divested of all such considerations, the quostion for 
examination is whether British born subjects, hitherto 
enjoying the right to be tried or committed for trial, in 
respect of off nces 'ommitt · by them in the M ufa.sal 
b.v Judges and M.agi tl'ates who are British subjects, sllould 
her after be rendered amenable, fOl' the same cause, ' to the 
juri diction of Nu.tive Civilia.n Judges a.nd 1:1gistrates; 01', 

putting the same question in other words to show its true 
aspect, whether the duties of Murasal Jndges a.nd Magistrates, 
who. are Briti h born ubjects, in connexion with offences com­
mitted by Briti h bOL' subjects, honld hereafter be also 
dillcbJi.rge or pcrfQ1'Ine~ br Nu.tiv6 Judge BJld Ma.giltfate 



who belong to the Indian Oivil Service: We will ,proceed to 
conlider the following isSI!eS, which evidently aris~ out of the 
queltion propounded for solution :-Pirst, who are the persoDs 
entitled to seek the relief involved' in the proposed change 
in the law, and who are the pel'son~ utually moving 
in the mllottel' and seeking to have such relief r Secondly, 
whether the change should be ma.de, 'l'hil'dlg, the conse­
quences likely to result from the proposed chalfge. To dis. 
cover who are the persons entitled , to , the relief involved 
in the proposed change in the existing law, we must cal'elu11y 
look at the nature and fea.tures of that change. Now the con· 
templated change may be c lcis~ly sta.ten thus: the part.ial 
assignment and transfer of certain duties imposed by 'law, 
hitherto discharged solely by Judges and Magistrates who are 
British born subjects, to Native Oivilian Judges and Magis­
tra.tes. This being the nature of the change, it is apparent 
tha.t the persons to be benefited are a class of European officials, 
and the persons on whom the burden is to be ' cast corre. 
sponding to tho benefit to be conferred, are Native Oivilian 
Judges and Magistrates, , lLss uming for the purposes of 
tha.t position that the nativo commul11ty· have no complaint 
tha.t ths jurisdiction exercised l,y Europeans over their brethren 
in the Mufasal is tainted with partiality. In this state of 
things the persons who would be entitled to the relief involved 
in th~ change are European Civilians, and the persons Ilogainst 
whom such relief would be sought are Native Oivilian Judges 
a.nd :M:a.gistrllotes, or, to use a legal analogy, the pl'oper plI;l'ties 
are the Europea.n Civilian Judges and Magistrates as complain­
ants, a.nd the Native Civilian Judges and Magistrates IIoS 

defendants. ,Having brought the matter to a direct iSllue 
between the proper pal'ties to the contest, we proceed to 
consider whether the position we have taken up. . as 
directly flowing out of the subject of enquiry, is borne 
out by the actual facts of the pl'esent case. We find 
to our utter astonishment and to the totltl discomfiture of our 
logic, thatthe facts a.l·e the other WBiy. The Natile Oi'~1 
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are the p~rsons l5e~king the ' relief, they are the complainants, 
they are the persons who ucsire to ea e the Europeans of 110 pore 
ti~J~ of the 'burdens of 'office, and to assume the duties and res· 
ponsibilities connected tl16rcwith, not at the l' quest, 01' with the 
consent, of those they s~ek to.benefit, but voluntarily and of 
their own motion. This asp ct of the case uodoubtedly pre­
sents to our as toni hed senses an anomaly of the very worst 
description, and ' lookulg at the matter from this poiot of 
view, we are forced, in the r versed state of the parties to the 
cause, to hold that the conflict ought not to proceed, that the 
relief must be refused, and that the proposed change upon the 
motion of person who are wh Vy wit hout interest in upport­
iug it should be abandoned. Passing on from the flrRt issue 
proposed for our consideration to the second, wo proceed 
to ascertain the grounds on which the change is pro. 
posed. In dealing with any piece of le~islation, we must 
be satisfitlfl, that the primary condition, i.e., a clear neoes­
lity for the pl'oposed law, exists-whether tb~re is an 
existing mischief to be remedied 0 1' miscarriage of justice 
to be averted; or whether ELU impro CIDP.nt is to be effected for 
the uenefit of the people or the country. We. are not aware 
that{ the interests of justice require or necessitate the proposed 
change. No complaint llas been urged by the native community 
that European Civilians are pu,rtial to their countrymen- in 
dealing with their cascs, that t.heir acts are oppressive to native 
complaiD'1nts, so as to amount to a denial of justice to tbem 
on occasions on which they seek the assistance of the law 
a.gainst the wrongs committed by Europeans against 
natives. Sucb a case has not been made, and, what is more, bas 
not been suggested or insinuat~d . We may, therefore, fairly 
dismiss from -:lur considerat.ion that the iuterests of justice im. 
peratively demand the change. 

Pursuing th subject of our enquiry, we In'oceed to consider 
whether the propo'sed step is an improvement on the existing 
la.w either as regards Englishmen 01' a r "'ards na.tives. The 

• J,lQlIOIlII to whom fresh powers are to be entnuited a.re 
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members of a community of people of a different religion, 
of different character, of different habits, so different 
in mind as in body from Englishmen that it may be 
a.ssumed as an incontrovertible proposition .ij).at they can­
not be as familiar with the thoughts and feelings of 
Englishmen, with their motives to actions and their character 
as their own countrymen. We may, therefore, afely conclude 
that as regards Englishmen the proposed measure will not be 
an improvement. As regards na.tives the proposed law affecLs 
no change. Their welfare and htppiness are untouched by its 
provisions, and their position rCruai~s unalfered, unless the 
removal of an alleged invidious distinction, supposed to e;x.ist 
as a national sentiment, is to be regarded in the light of an im­
provement of the existing law as affccting them. Now, in the 
first place changes due to sentimont oannot by any stretch of 
imagillll.tion be brought within the l'lLllge of anjmpr<tvemel1t of 
au existing positive law ; and ill the next we uony that the 
sentiment is national, having reason to believe that. it ouly 
exists in tho minds of a few pcrsons who have visited Eng­
land, and their friellds, and is altogeth~r absent from the 
thoughts of the general native public. 

Having showll that the1:e is 110 solid grouud what­
ever for the contemplated change in the la\v, we propose to 
eX(Lmine the other phase of the questiol1, namely, whether good 
and substantin,l reaSOl1S exist against t.he alteration of the ex. 
isting law. The l'ight, immnnity or privilege, by wllat~ver 

name the sulijection of ..Engli.shmen in respect of offences to the 
authority of their OWl1 counlrylllt!n nmy. be called, has existed 
since the English first cu.me iuto this eountl'y, a.ud has been 
preserved and guaL'ded with crupulous care by statutes touch­
ing their sta.tus in this country and their liberty. The right to 
be judged by their own peers is a. right which Englishmen have 
enjoyed at least since Ma~na Charta., and unless there is reason 
to suppose that they have forfeited that right by residence al1d 
sojourn in this country, Englishmen still possess that l'ight un. 

im~ in full force, a.uQ. i1l. a.otive opeI'a.tion, \lot to be Cull-
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trolled or set at nougbt ex dept under urg nt and imperative 
State neces ity w11ich has not as yet ' occurred. The right 
or privilege asserted in Magna Charta, and the ben eft of 
their own laws, have been, and are still, njoyed by Eng­
lishmen in foreign countries under Asiatic rule inhabit d by 
people whose laws and usages have been, and are, at varian 
with all the principh's, feelin"'s and habit of European Ch1'i1'. 
Hans, The ground", upon which this general exemption f"om 
jUl'isdiction to foreign potent,ates, ruler of Asiatic countries, 
hlt8 been based are lucidly stated by Lord Stowell in Tlte Indian 
ahief, which mny be referred to a defining and iUust,]'[l.ting 
tbe incidents ari 'ng out of e l' lative position of Western 
and Eastern people in Eastern countries, 

Lord Stowell decided the case of The Indif!-n Chief in the 
year 18 )0, lmt pIiol' to that time the principle that EngH hmen 
should be tried hy their own peers had been adopted in tIle 
Charter gf the 1<tle Supreme Court, dated 26lh Mar<:l~ 1774, 
,,,l,ich subjected British suujects in India to the jurisdiction of 
the Supreme Court, The same principle was recognised and 
acted Ul)On at the passin' of the Cl'iminu.l Procedure Act of 
1872,and no attempt bas !Jeen made to subvert it sin 'e t.ben 
until the present time, 

The principal ground for this I1ct~on is that an anomaly 
must be al1Dihilated, that an invidious distinction env loped in 
that anoma1y must be obliterated, in order that evell-hand d 
justice may 1" dealt out to all persons, It appeal'S teO us that 
what is terme an anomaly is not so; it is II. principle of law 
applicable to the condition and situation of EngJi llmen in 
Eastern countries; but ItRsU1niug' it, however, to be au auomaly 

• in the popultl.r sense of the tP.rm, it strikes 'us forciu1y Ulat, 
in the endeavour to o!Jliterate Ull allomaly, a far worse 
anoUlal,v will!Je crel\.ted; that i to say, wbile Englishmen will 
be amenable in criminal matters to tl)e jurisdiction of native 
subjects of Her Majesty in a dependency of the Crown 
of England, they will coutinue to elJjoy the right and 
privilege of exemption from jurisdiction to Asiatic Judges 



in foreign countries in the East where Her Mn,jesty's laws 
are enforceable by the indulgence of tlle potentates who 
rule those countries; that the rule or principle applicable to 
an Englisllman in th e En.st, as a favour or in ulgence, should 
be denieu to thcm in It dopcndeucy of their mother cotlnilry, 

I,et us uext, canejd r whether the sta.temcnt that even· 
handed justice will h(l n.dll1illistel'ed iu India if Native Civilian 

Judges and MIl~i8trates ha.vo the llr?pOseJ jurisdiction coufel" 
red on thelu. We thilll{ th~t, unless stl'ongevidence is pro. 
duced to show that a Native Civilian Judge or Magistrate who, 
has visite~ EI1~lal1d and liVAd,C.here a few fears, has beoome 
familiarised with the habits I'of Europen.us and thorougbiy 
imbued with illeil' notions, so as to be allie to judge English cri. 
mina.ls from an EngliRh point of view, the prqbability is that in. 
justice, and not justice, will be meted out by him to the English. 
man. We do not believe that ill most powerful aclvorate fot' 
the ' claim 01' lll'etension now asserled on behalf of Native C;vi· 
lialls would venture to Il;ssert that this class of persons possesses 
in the same de~ree knowledge of European life, ideas, h91bits and 
manners II.S his bro her i11 rank, the EnglisJ) Civilian. If this 
be so, it: follows that the Native Civilian cannot be placed on 
the lligher platrorm on which the English Civilian must take 
his judgment seat to deal with English criminals. Unaer 
these circumstances,. we 'maintn.in that tbe proposition that tbe 
int~rests of justice require that the Native Civilian should be 
vested with powers over Englishmen in criminal matters is 
altogether fallacious. Englisllmen cousider tll,e right to ue ttied 
by their own countrymen it. right, 1I.11d not a mere privilege; 
in this view' wo have hitherto trea~ed the 8ullj ct. We will now 
assume that it is a 'privilege, Are Englisbmen entitled to have 
their privilege 'Protected and maintained, or is the privilege to 
be uprooteu on the score of anomaly, are, further questions for 
our consideration. On t.his head of enquiry we will appeal to 
evp.n.handed justi<!e-that which is the sarnc for the European 
and the native, How does even.hallded justice rispond to our 
appeal? It says that natives have privileg s on Wllich they set 



Ma1'oh 9.] The "EnglislLrnan." 457 

II 

grea't value; their pt~rda,na8heen women are protected fr(,)m 
appearing is Courts; their men in bigh position re actually 
vested by the Government with the same exemption; their 
.suitors and witnesses are allowed to be affirmed instea.d of bing 
sworn j that no clai.m has yet been pl',iferr d by Europeans to 
wrest these privileges from their happy possessors on the score 
Qf Itnomaly j that no step lias been taken by the Government to 
curtail or destroy ,these pri viJeges j that in view of these cir­
cumstances the voice of justice and righteousness demands tlul.i 
the one pri'i'nege dear to Englishmen, boyond price in the value 
they set upon it, should be pres rved intact; 'and that it should 
[lot be ruthlessly ~ampled UpOll on the score of anomaly in , 
this famed land of anomalies. 

We will finally touch on the consequencos likely .to flow 
ont of the proposed change. The very suggestion to change 

. the existing law has already roused t.he indignation of the 
British pop lation of India. j stirred up feelings of animo~ity 
between lEuropeans and natives which had lain dormant for a 
long time, • If the conrse of legislation now entered upon is 
fully traversed, so that the present measure uuly becomes law, 
the tics of friendship-at least an apparent one-between the 
two races, already enfeebled by the present agitation, will hurst 
asunder-never, llerhaps, to be reunited-and the storm which 
is rising will 'begin to rage, and 'its fury will continue increas­
ing until its work of devastation has been completed in extin­
guishing every spark of good feeling and in generatrng intense 
hatred and ill-will between the two races. 

These are serious and unpleasant considerations j they can­
not but operate unfavourably in he 'interests of trade and the 
growth of enterprise and industry, The many manufactures that 
have been established within the last few years, the many tea 
plantations that have been opened out, and various other under­
ta.kings which have been la,.unched and projected, are, beyond ,all 
doubt, due to the employment of English capital, and to English 
enterprise and intelligt'nce, The natives have done little or no­
thing to develop the resources of their own country, although 
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they have derived great benefit from the labo rS and 
enterprising spirit of Englishmen. English capital flaws 
yearly into this country, opening out its resources and dl:lYe· 
loping its trade under the protecting inliu nce of the existing 
law and the existing conditions of Europeap life.. It is, 
therefore, a grave problem for the anxious consideration 
of the Legislature whether, under albered conditions, this 
country will thrive and prosper as it has lately done. So far 
as we are able to predict by the li~ht of existing circumstances, 
we entertain no doubt that the contemplated change of the law 
is full of dan gel' to the com~eroia.l interests of the country, 
and that it will check the influx and a raction of English 
capital and drive away, sooner or later, enterprise from the 
shores of India. This valued right of trial by his own 
countrymen enables the Englishma.n to combat the machina. 
tions and conspiracies of designing a.nd disreputable. 
people in the distriots. He lives and learnt) to 'despise 
the ordinary tricks of the oountry, the instij;ution of 
false oharges by enemies or opponents who, either maliciously 
or in ord r to disarm competition in trade and business, pro­
mote suoh charges with the intention of rui.ing or otherwise 
injuring the objer.ts of their hatred a.nd envy; he stands on a. 
higher platform of life, and, by l'eason of that position, is able 
to exert in his state of comparativo isolation moral force and 
power, without whioh his best endeavours to carryon his nn. 
dertakings or to open out the trade of the country would prove 
unavailing. Are the Government prepared to take away this 
platform, and to reduce an English resident in the Mufl/sal to 
the miserable condition and level of a native ryot? 1£ they· 
are, they will probably drive Englishmen out of the country 
and effectually prevent the flow of English ca.pitafinto it. 

1£ our views are oorreot, the issnes between the contend. 
ing parties are reduced within the narrowest possible limits, aDd 
they may be xpl'css d thus :-Are Englishmen to be deprived 
of a right or privilege in order that a Bengali Civilian's thirst 
for power, accompanied by a. corresponding share of responlti. 
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bility which 'he desires voluntarily; to a sume, should be sa.til!­
fieu, and is it rea.sonable and j \let that a w 11.e tablished prin­
eiple of lAw, designed for the pr tection of. B"iti h subjects, 
should he set aside in order that a. smail and triflin g item of 
self.grllltification sholkld be awa.rded to him, and that this 
should be done in disregard of the serious conseq,uences, inoi­
dent to· a. cha.nge in the existing la.w? 

To His Ex.oeUer.oy. the· Viceroy and Governol"lieneral of India in COUDoi}) 
ru embled for the purpose of mak.ing Law and.R.o ulation • 
'rhe memorial of tho Ellft18il111 and Anglo·Indian As ooiat.ion. 

ReepeoUully Shew.etlP,-That your eOlDrialis huve bocoltio awaro oC 
tho desiro of the Legislature to be inform'ed of publio Ioolillg in all clt.s~eil 
oonce~oed in regard tq a proposed change in the Criminal Law relating to the 
subjection of European llriti h subJeots to oertRin. Native Mn.gi trllte iu the 
Mofussil, and that as loyal 8U'ljects, many of whom porsollally po the 
6tatU8 of Europeau British subjects under the law, your Memorialists submit 
for consideratio the following objootioos which they hold. against the ohange~ 

2. That it is a wise maxim ot llritish tate IIUCDShip that legislation, and 
more spociully important Ingislation, should. wait upon necessity; and that no 
lJr iog nooes ··ty ht18 been made out for this change in the statement of 
Objeot and Reasons ,,,hioh has been given to the oountry. . 

3. That in the absence of ueh necessity, the grounds advanOt>d fllr tilo 
change are, that .. it was thought anomalous that while natives of India wero 
ad.n.itted to the Covenanted Civil Service and held oompetent to disoharge 
the highe t judicial dllties, they should'be rieemed incompetent to be J ustiOOll 
of tbe Peace and to exeroise juri diction over European outside the Presi· 
denoy town., ;" and that "tho Government of I ndia had accordingly decided to 
settle the question of jurisdiction over European Driti h subjeots in uoh a way 
118 to romove from the Code, onco and com:pletely, every. judioial disqUAlifica.­
tion , hioh ill bll8ed merely on race dictinctioDS." 

4. 'I'hat 118 r egards the imVlied popularity of an 1lSSU000d objec­
tion to an allegO<t anomaly, your morialists have reason to. believe 
that public feoling' very mllch divid .rl on the subject; and that 
the preponde~nce at opinion weighs-against nther than for the ohauge, 
bllt that, at nny rate, if the oOl1vioti()ll8 of all tiwughful })Oreons throughout 
tho country, including re8:pon ible officials, mi sionali , llon-officials and 
native "entlemen of good fami.y, and real 80cial inlluence in the interior. 
wore carefully BOught, it would b3 found that the right of a Enropean Driti h 
subject to be tried by his peers is not, thought IOQro anomalous, or in bUy way 
more offonsive, and i.~ llrobably tlought much lC88:I;O, hau tho pTodominanoo 
or British power in India; and that all con i tent objoctioDJ whi~b toll 
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against the one, the more fraction of a composite anomaly, ~n with e<tull.l 
if Dot great~r f.rce against the other, the whol!}. 

Ii. That in tho opinion of the 'European and Anglo-Indian commlIDity 
the cone sions to native prejudice made in connection with the Il.dU\inistra­
tion of jnstico, suoh as tho exemption or the nati vo gantr and l:uties from 
attendanco as witnes~os in our law OOllrtS, represent greater nno~alie than 
aI:\Y involved in the right of Eltrop,ean Uritish subjects to be tried by their 
IJeerS. To such concesHion9, the Europoan community h tLVe nevor demurred 
and they feel thnt on this very account, the only right whic11 they tIlC)m~elvcs 
have hithorto enjoyed sbould romain untouelJed. 

G. That, without prosuming to II.$scrt that the Indian Logisl!!.ture has 
no strict IcWtI power to enact that European British subjects may be tried­
by Dative judioial officers, your Memorialists r espectwoly submit tbat a gre:.t 
con'titutional diilicull,y underlies th proposed l('giijation. That duril1g the 
mnny centuries through which tho ,;mnglish people struggled fQr liberty and 
for tho complction and pmctical attainment of the right of trial by one's 
peers, the possibility of the speot.aolo of an Englishman being tried by 
11II?, body but nn Englishman was uot and could not have been contemplatod. 
'I.'hllt slloh a possibilit.y has now nriRon not only in India but in several of the 
dependonoios anu coloni s belonging to the British Empire, such as Cape 
Colony, Natal, Now 1/Ctlhwd, nud the \V st ludic. That, WIthout dellyinll 
tbo mllUY virtues ond merit~ of the natives of Iudia and of tbeso other coun­
trios, it cannot 00 contended that they are the )Jeers or equals of Engli ·hmen. 
'l'hut. tbe trial of an Engli hman by a native of any of ~lese de~ndencies, that 
is to sny, ,the trial of 1m Englishman by ono who is not his peer, is an in­
fringement of a great constitutioDal rigbt. That your Memorialists res­
peotfully but confidt'ntly submit, that the rarliament of Great Britian and 
Ireland is the only L Ci!islature which ought to deal with, 0 momentous a 
trp~pass on the principle whioh is the foundation of English Constitutional 
law. 

7. That your :Memorialists Or:lV(; leave to submit the following oonsider­
ations to jJlustmt the force of tho contention )Jut forward in tbe last preoe -
iug pIll"Jgraph Ilud to tablish the fallacy of what is now popularly known 
as tho argument from anomalies. A Pcer of the realm oharged with a feloDY 
'n .ffingland, can only be tried by his peer, that is hy the House of Lords. If 
the prinoiple which underlies the Bill w11ioh is nolV und!'r consideration, be 
sonnd, an English Peer"' ohRrgcd with a similllf offonce in India, would be 
liable to be tried and punbhed by a Bengali Judge. EIlJ h1lPothe8i, therefore, 
Il Court pre~ided over by a Ben~lIli Judgo in India would have a higher juris­
diotion th:m II Court presided over by tbe Lord Chief Justice of England. 

. That, if it is Dot ,'ortaiu that an Bnglish Peer ohllfged with a felony in 
India, oonld not claim his oonstituLional right of ooing tried by the aouae or 
Lords, by ,Parity of reasoning, :u\ Englisll Commoner sojourning iu India ouaht 
also, your Memorialiitl! ubmit, t be considered w have brought with him to 



461 

India hi.J constitutionru right of beins tried by his peers; that, speaking 
broadly and generally, a native of India i not an EOi(lishmau' p cr, and 

_ that therefore, tIU Englishman in India can.Dot b"Iliable to be tried: by a 
native of India. 

!to That if one reason now relied upon Cor tho proposed ohange is that the 
admilli trntive difficulty which has arisen in consequenoe of the appointment 
of convenanted native civilian to the office of e sions Judge was not antici­
pated OD fvrmer oc casion when the question was fully disoussed, this reason, 
your Memoriali tR submit, is not borne out by tbe provisions of either Aot 
of 1 72 or Aot • of 1 ~,whioh distinctly contemphtod and exprc Iy provid­
ed ior the ooutingcnoy 01' n essions Court presided over by a Judge who WIl.8 

not a European British subject. Your Memotinl'ists solioit attention to. 
the terms of the two sectiaDs. 

Section 77 Aot X 1872. .. It 1e Se~sion Judge of the Sessions Divi. 
sion within which the offence is ordinnfily triable is not a European British 
subject, the case shall 00 reported by the Committing Magistrnte for tlie 
orders of the High Oourt." 

Section 45<l' .Act X of 1882. H If the Judge of the Sess iODS Division 
within whioh the offence is ordinarily triable is not aD European British 
subject, th case shall be reported by tho Committing Magistrate for the 
orders of the~igbest Court of Criminal appeal for the province within whioh 
snch division is ~jtuate." 

10. That as regards the illusion made in .the statement of Objeots and 
ltc. on8 already quoted ItS " race di tinctions" iu law, Buch an allusion derives' 

.. all its significance from considorntions of abstract ju tice whioh C!lOnot, your 
Memorialists respectfully plead, npply to a country sustaining the rolatlon 
which India unILvoidably bcars' to Elli(land, but that if it were applicable nt all 
in thi peculiar relation, the sl1me abstract justice on which it relies, woulil 
demand its ~nforcement, not against a single dl'stinction, but against every 
distinctioll based on differences of race; and that the further action, which 
would be the only just outcome from any movement in this direction at aU. 
would involve the simultaneous withdrawal of all the privilegos anit exemp­
tions hitherto oonceded to native gentlemen of rank and to native Indies, 88 

well as the removal of the legal civil disa.bilities under whioh European Bri­
tish subjects· in a large olass of suits between themselve., on the ene part 88 

plaintiffs, Md Mahom«Ians or Hindoo8 on the other 88 defendants, are com. 
pelled to bare the burden of subjecton to Mahomedllll and Hindoo llliws. 

, 1. That as re<'.,ards tho question of personnl disqualification unhappily 
raised in tile present discussion Oil jurisdictiOll; your Memorialists 
would respectfully remind! the Government af India that, as Sir .1. 
Fitzja.mes Stephen, an Engli ]1 Jurist of sreat emmenoe, and un Anglo-Indian 
Offici f ome experienoo, olearly pointed out on the oCC8Ssion of a 
form!', discus ion in 1672, .. tlte pri.vilege cu to jurisdiction ir tA~ privilege of 
tile prUioner alia not the prit;iC6ge of the Judge;" that it would lllter tho 
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whole attitude oonsi!tently for lIWIy oonturiea taken by Engli.sh lAw wo1l'Uds 
)'lOl'IIOllll accused: of oftonoo&, if DJlowanoos deliberately mada and cr.refully 
guarded from a tooder re~llrd for individWlls placed in thO' painful position of 
p6l'11Onsl\OCW!ed of ol!onoee and.a,lway held to be innocent un] and Wltil 
proved to be guilty, wero' now suddenly withdrawn in deffereoeo-to senti­
mental idOll8 about tho porBOnal dignity or J wlgee whiah fin plaoo 'among 
English traditions.. 

12. 'l'hat tho right of trial by poors fol'lDS po.rt anw parcel of and. is in4 
aeparablo from the habitual conoorn disclosed by tho En 1i b. Jaw for the 
!¥lOU ad, and that this concern colll.lDJ}nd i elf to tho ChristIan oonsc:iolll'e. 
as the root of mMY oonsiderate arrang.monts which OOJlduce not only to tho 
ea.fety of the body but III so to the-oomfort of the mind, of a person who may 
be innocont whit t chllrged with a foul orime. That all such considera.tiollll 
JI088C18 a grave- mellning in IndiJ1, wh~roCD innocent a,ccused porson may bo 
II.n English WOlUan, and whore womOI» are· not trol1tecf with. tho ohivalrous 
respeot that bas grown into a Mhit in Ohristillll oountries. 

18. That undor the ooircumstauces atta,cks roade by natives ill' a hoIItile 
.pirit on privilepconceded to accused persons, betoken, espocially when con­
nooted in an illogical way with itt fevant que tiona of personal disqualifica,tion, 
a conditiou of mind that ca,lls for repression rathor ' than encouragoment, and 
that such att.aoks, whatever position a few well·mooning Eng' b.men may 
thoughtl Iy take up in rc . rd to them, could nO'l'er, your Memorialists res­
pectfully urge,be originated by a typical English Magistrate or Ib typical English 
Judge. That tho fllSCination which sucb attacks evidently po sess ~r a class of 
over-sensitive Indian minds dords strong proof of the groat di.fforenco botlY n • 
the Engli h ideal of the judioial mind, and the ideol' whiob, in pite of 
eduoation, and external socilll inflnence, still preva.ils in this couotry; and 
that suob att!l.OKS poss a serious signiftCanoe fbr the Indian Government 
which hus bcen uuderstcod to repose trust in the Judioia.! Q:U&iiflcatious of tho 
educated nativo mind. 

14. That if the proposition submitted by your 1.1emorialists be un sail 
ablo, namely, that the question of jurisdiotion relates to the privileges of tho 
aoomed and not to th.e oompetence of tho Oourt-a proposition abun<ip.ntly 
proved by the numberless exemptions and distinctions based on nlOO and 
800ial oustoms which it is apparently intended inconsi tently to loaVi unt.()ucb­
ed after tho solitary personal right olaim~ by Enropeao Briti h subjeots is 
givon up, it should lelld your Momoriru.ists respectfully but earnestly urge, to a 
moro careful oonsideration of tho proposed amon(lment thllll it would Ilppear 
yot to havo received (judging from tho pa,l)Ors published in oonboxion with 
tho 13m introduced into tho Legislative Counoil ) from the particular stand· 
point sugg sted in the present remarks. 

15. That if, lind so viewed, the right of Eurnpoon British subje to be 
tried by tbeir llOers corom nds i elf to unprojudioed minds as being no ~~ru­
Iy absolutely Cree from all ueh invidiotlsne, as has uurCl.U!Ouably been im· 
ported into it, but also in perCoct harmony with tho right 1!~"'\lD:to all acoU89d 
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persons in this COUlltry, to challonge jurors of whose qUlllifioatioo to under­
lJtaud them a/J<l do them jltstice, the th msolves (and not the Government 
tt",th trying ofIlcer) mltY entertaiu any doubt. 0 right-minded J~uropoan 
13riti h subject has ever felt offended at bein~ 80 ehallengod by an unfortunato 
naLive of India l)laced on his trillion a crimintll charge, or thought of urging 
on tho Legislature a withdrawal of the right as involving a r BeotioD on 
himself or a civil disqualification. Nor if any wrong-minded Europetlll 
Dritish subject thought fit to do so on the.ground 'Of somo im~gin!Ui' oiYence 
lurking in tho right, Of of any inoonvenionce whioh i caused to tho 
wministratioll of justico, is it (lI)nooivuble that the Legislature would g~lIt 
:the reqlle t? 

1ft. 'J'hat your Memoriali t~ sinoorely and 8010mnly believe, and thofefore 
humbly but gravely urge, that a truer 1 00 in BOlf-cu!turo, aod thOr&­
fore olle hetter C!\lculated to Iv. their olVn higher inter ts in tho 
end, would be taug\ t to the lIll\l1 section of eduoa.ted nativos chiofly 
in the Province of Bongal who have no real personal interest whatsoev r 
:in this mlttter, but yet have domanded or are dem ding not only tbo 
~ubjecti(l o of }Jurop~an Britillh If!tlbJcct8 in nil MofUSIIil to native Jusbi of 
.the PeaCe, bllt !~lso the pro ooution of the prinoiple uuderlying tho proposed 
ohange to its logical extreme, if they were oow ldndly but firmly in truetcd 
in the real lIlerits of the q Ilestiou which they have virtually raised and lU'e 
lteepiug 'Opfln, these appear to feUow-subjects who have dOIle-'them no wrong 
and wish them no harm. than if their present more or less unworthy ami 
wholly unf . cndly feeling, aud the politically d'm~erous and socially 8uioi<itq 
mood of which it is the clear and melancholy evidence WOft) without suOlcienb 
COllsideration grati tied at much cost to their Europeaullritish felloW-IJubjp.cts­
and with no benefit whatevor to themselves. 

17. TlJat. acting 80lely in self-defence and without an ullldndly thought 
or feeling towards those ~ide by side with whom io tho l'rovid nce of (:Jod 
they arc called to paSll their Ii vc in this country, your Memorialist.'J earnestly 
aud solemuly pray that the Oriminal Procedure Code AmondmentBill now 
before the Council may not be passed. 

And you Memorialists us in duty bound shall over pary, &C. 
o.n behalf of the .Board of Direobioo Euraaian and Auglo-Indian Associa­

tion. 
Caloutta. 86 Elliot Road, the 8th March 1883 • 

.At a meet' O@ of tho non-official "European re ident& of the 1;Ioorshedllbad 
district held at Derllampore on the 6th March it WIIS resolved :-" ~'hat this 
meeting fully concurs \vith tile resolutions pa.seed at the TOlVn full in Calcut­
ta on the 28tll ultimo, and condemns with one accord the proposed alter .. tio1l8 
in the imioal Procedure Code. " 

It was further re olved that all present would subscribe to any nece ury 
fund repuisite to carry out thoir views, and in every other way !lOt iu unity 
willi tho Calcutta Committee 
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The mooting, whioh waa Ilttended by upwards of thirty-Ii e gontelmon 
oeloeed with three cheers for tho Queen-Empress. 

At a very large and num!lrollsly attended public meeting of European 
Thl.ilW8.f Employ69 at Jamalpore on the 6th instant, tbe vi ior of Mr. 
'Ilbert's Procedure .Amendment Bill wer disoussod and the following .\1Qsolus 

tioDB ca.rried unanimously. 

Frnsr RE OLUTION. 

That the members of this meeting, as European British . nbieo , hr.ve 
lea.mt with f link of deep regret that 0. 13ill 11aa been recently introducL>d 
in~ the Legislative ounell of India by the lIon'ble the Lep:al Member 
tlleroot, the object of which is to oxtend tbe criminal jurisdiotion now e ers 
'Cteed exclu ively over them by Europ n British Ma . I,rate and Judges to 
native Magi tmtes aod Judgos. 

That the members of this meeting, for them elves, and 00 beho.1f of their 
wives and families.,.lDo t olemoly ax)"d empnatically prote.~t agfl.inst tho pro­
JlOfl6d amendment 01 the Code of riminal Procedure as III infringement on 
.and invaaion of their just, lawful nnd oonstitutional rights aa Britisb born 
.subjects of Hor Majesty th Qu on-Empr 

II OND Rl!SOLUTtON. • 

That the Memorial beror the mootiog be adopted and ciroulated Cor sig­
.natur ,nnd th n 8ubmitLod to ni~ Excellency the YioorilY and Governor­
Goneral in oUllcil for his kiod aod favourable oon8ideration, witlr tho eilrnest 
llOpe tltat tho proposed Bill for tho amendm nt of the riminal Procedure 
Oodo may be withdrawn. 

Wi~h a. voteoC thauks to the ob ir the meeting separated. 

A t a meeting of }llll,nters and other non·offioials held at Chapra to oonsidor 
tho Indian Criminal Procedure Amendment Code on Monday, Maroh the 5th, 
1883, it was proposed Illd curri d unllnimou..ly :-

lit -That this meetin~ d ire to regi~ter its protel!t against the ])roposed 
now riminal Procedure Amendment Bin, which aUow EnropelUls to be 
tri d by Datives, thnt such an Aot is not nece~sary for the well-bemg of th 

tate, nnd undermines the ecurity of British Iudin and is oalculated to stir 
up a C..eling of distrust between Europeans and natives whioh will not fail to 
have a disustrou effeot on the commorce of India. 

solved, that all pre ent at this me ting protest against nny 
interC renco with the rigbts whioh they enjoy as Europ an Britisll 
subjects in IndIa. Tho.t they believe it is ooly ignorance of tho po ition 
in whioh thousands of Europeans arO plao~d iu the interior that permitted 
the proposal to give native. juri diotion over European British subj 0 to be 
placed bofore the ouneil, and that they lIutboriso the Secretary of the Bebsr 
Indigo Plnnters' Association to request tho HOD'blo Sir teuru-t B yley 1.0 
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, place this their humble but ftrm protest before H. E. the Viceroy. in the 
assuranoe thut Lord Ripon will not permit th'lir most oherished right of l»iDg 
trie<l by theIr peer to be taken from them. Propo cd by Mr • .E. G. Williams. 
soconded by Mr. II. W. LlewhelIin. 

Pruent :-E. G. Williams, II. W. Llowhellin, P. M. Llewhollin, W. 0; 
MBOgregor, P. C. Lnwrie, T. C. anderson, C. B. Boileau, R. S. Lockhart. 
E. A. Macinto h, A.. L. Harman, C. L . HlIl'rison, W. M. Reid. J.~. Mao­
gregor. F. R. Bootu, H. W. Howett. J. W. Smith, Proxy:-A. S. Urquhart. 
D. N.lteid, L. Reid, H. Juhlll>wlJtJ, G. Reid, M. Mackenzie. G. Hodding. 
l'. R. Forth, C. H. Wilson, R. It. Fonton, P. Doorc, M. ,N. Maodonald. 
A.. MacEwan, M. Hu\ohin • G. W. E.lshaw. 1:L. n rrill, E. G. Llowhellin­
C. Harmun, J. Dela PIa.· e, A.. Mtlointo~b. A. j '. Oos erat, J. Robert~ 
I'On, M. Martin, E. D. E 'uaw, 11. B. Addi ,E. Noville, A. Leake, E. IL 
Rennie, J. Rutherford nd others. • 

The mooting was thoroughly unanimous in its prote t, and tho patriotio 
speech made by Mr. Branson the other day in Cwlcuttu. found a ltaml res­
ponse in the heart or oach one prosent. A fooling of sorrow, moro than lUly 
thing else, WII.!! perceptible duriug tho whole meoting, that tho Government 
l!itould at a time when, thllnks to a los.'IOning ot EuropotUl pr judice and to 
the many wo,ys in which Government had ondeavoured to .!m1ist tho sympa­
thies of the natt. at' in t~ e rulin" oHho cou ntry. be 80 unfortunato na to atart 
II que lion of so U. I~ :"' lUllnlike u ch'lru.utJr tuut would stmin the relations 
between Eurol)e inS and lIu~ivc to the extent or raising a rooo titlc Lion which 
would uJIcot tho sto.b:lity 01 tho l!J I:!Ii>lJ rul in India. '1'110 !,rocoodiuS 
t~rmin~tod with God &arc the Queen . 

. --
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(Bombay.) 

March l. 

{llri 1. 

We reprint elsewhere a rabid article from the leading 
na.tive paper, the Amrita Banr Patrika, not because it 
ia worth serious criticism, but beca.u e it, is us~ful in 
.howing-what a hornet's nest of abuse Mr. Ilbert's iIltimed 
mea.8ure !ias successfully raised against his fellAw-country­
men in India~ The writar sa.ys t~at the Europea.n in 
India. is II a. helpless man," ho" along with lUDl~tics and 
wives and children" has to be. protected by· special privileges. 
"If he has no money, Government provid s him with a. post." 
,; 'If he is incompetent to discharge the duties entrusted to 
him, he is surrounded by experienced natives to teach him, 
to guide hiln, and to obey him." "It is a matter of 
ehame that Englishmen who are so very proad of their 
euperior morality should be 80 anxious to encourage 
crime Ilnd protect criminals, a favour they would.uot like to 
extend to the other raoes." The writer does Jlot of course be­
lieve this rubbish, though no doubt many of his readers do. 
But he makes a perf ectly true statement when he declarE'S that 
II the people of this country ,are very little interested in the 
a.mendment proposed hy Government." If it be Mr. llbert' 
misson in India to " a.bolitih anomalills," he should have begun 
with something more substantial than a. proposal to confer, at 
Bome period more or less remote, additional powers on hll1£ a. 
dozen native civilians. The" logica.lly inuefensible argument" 
would B,weep !l.Vfty, of course, most of the serious anomalies of 
which the Amrita Banr Patrika .ery logically speaks. It is one 
a.nomaly that a European loafer is only liable to three monthe' 
imprisonment before a magistrate, while a native gentleman can 
be sentenced tD two years' imprisonment j it is another tha.t a. 
Seslions Judge, who cl1n sentence a. Ra.ja.h to death, cannot give 
a. European tradesma.n more than twelve months'imprieunment. 
"W~ IIllo\lld not," sa.id Mr. Ilbert, "be justified in re-opening 
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the diffioult' question unless we saw our way to a solution 
which should be, I will not say final-for nothing in legislation 
is a.bsolutely tillal-but which should contain i,n itself the ele­
ments of stability and desirability." We see how far these 
elementa have been secured when the leading native paper 
can assert that the native community do not care two 
straws for Mr. Ilbort's amendment, and is .outrageously 
abusive, beca.use he does not propose to abolish a.nomalies 
a.ltogether. The writer when he iii not a.busive, is quite 
right and quite lo~ica.l. . It is no good tinkering with these 
anomalies: as Mr. Ilgert is tryin to ~o. If a cl~an s~eep bas 
to be made, a. " foreign" Governbr·General and a "foreign" 
Legi lative Member of Council would have to go with the rest 
of them. Everything foreign is a.n anomaly-Englisb magis­
tmtes in the mofu,ssil, EnglIsh Viceroys at Simla, Ellg1ish 
~fficers in native regiments, and English merchants at the head 

• of Indian oommerce. They ma.y have don~ something in their 
time. They may have created a united empire out of a con­
geries of distracted and antagonistic nationalities. They may 
have given justice with the one hand and liberty with the other. 
They may have opened out the European markets to goods that 
were rotting in India for want of the enterprize that would 
exploit them. They may have taught the natives bow to benefit 
by the lessons of E~glish trade and how to assimilate the most 
profitable features of English manufactures. The" logically in­
defensible argument" is against them. They are " anomalous" 
altogether and should clea! out as soon as they can, at. the 
bidding of a llative community who were invited to bless their 
generosity, but who, after a good precedent, have turned their 
blessings into c rses. We yield to Done in admiration of JAord 
Ripon's character. Put it is now useless to disguise the truth. 
The Govemment ha.ve g,:>t themselves into a.n awkwa.rd position 
from which it is difficult to esca.pe. The agitation is so intense 
that even the English Government have taken the ' alarm. A 
day or two since the Indian Under. Secretary of State i~ the 
Lower HOUle, a,nd the IQ.dia.1l Secreta.ry of state in tbo 
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Upper House assured us that they both wero pledged to the 
Government of India., and would for that specia.l reason allow. 
no time for any discussion in the Rouse of Commons. To.day 
we lea.rn tha.t the Secretary of State for India. says that there 
lano intention of passing the mn before November. We never 
remember such a thorough:change of front. But M.r. Gladstone's 
Ministry are comparatively fl:ee from blame when contrasted 
with the Go~ernment of India.. They are hOllest but helpless. 
Theyare only to blame in that they did not, in spite ilf all thj3ir 
new rules, consult the non·official community. They caunot 
~a.rry the Bill in face of the extraordi~ary opp~sitio. it has • encountered without creating grave dissa.ti~action. They co,n 
Bcal'cely withdraw it with dignity. But of the proverbial. 
"three courses" they are probably adopting the most dangerous 
They now m~l1 to postpone tlle Bill until they return from 
Simla. in the autumn. But this will satisfy neither the English 
nor the native communities, and will only give both parties II. 

prolonged :pert>d of unrest and dissatisfaction. The Viceroy ill 
going to state his viewB at length on the 9th instant" !l.nd it il!l 
hoped that he may find some means of poming oil on the 
troubled waters. In the meantime the European communities, 
of Bengal and Assam are holding meetings in all directions, 
and if the Viceroy att.aches any. importance to a consensus of 
non.official opinion he will :at all events by the 9th instant 
have plellt,: of material at hand. 

Marck 2. 
The in~ling held at the Calcutta Town Hall on Wednes­

day virtually settles ~r. Ilbert's amendment. It 'is descrited 
by our correspondent as the most extraor<iina)'Y spectacle that 
any city in India has ever witnessed. Some three thousand 
Europeans-or more than half the adult male European popu­
lation of CaJcutta.~were present. The ' speeches were impe. 
tuous and im-pasl!lioned, at least one of the speakers being f;ar­

l'ied away beyond the bounds of ordinary courtesy. They were 
~a.rd iD ~r~at~les8 silence, broken, as we are told, from time to 



March 2.] The II !rimes oj l1ulia." 

time with "Wild tUUlUltUOUS shouts of applau e. The checrs for 
, the Queen that closed tho meeting were 80 loud tlmt they re­

echoed through every room of Gov-ernmcut House, and then, as 
if by a common instinct~ the immensc audicnce bur t into. the 
na.tional strains of CI God Save the Qu en." It is idle, 
and, we may say absolutely untrue, to PI' Lend that 
there are two opinions on the subject among the European 
community in India. '1'hero were two opinions no doubt a 
short time bod- when the question wns Il. tbeoretica.l Oue 
altogether. But it is. impossible for (\,ny Englishman in India 
to withstand the evidence affo' cd by tho int.ense excit ment 
of the Calcutta. gil. horing. The.officials who minuted in favour 
of the change had not tho l'emotest ide£L what a Fl'Q,nkenstein 
they were creating. They bad forgotten the feeling of the 
non-official classos altogether, or had "lost touch" with it. 
Now that tbey are so rudely awakened, they should be the first 
to acknowl dge that all this bitterness and tumult and race 
feeling would have been spared if lihe Europea.n community had 
only been.consulted in the matter Therein lies tbe bead and 
front of their offence, and it is a vory grave ono. 
There are now, we repeat, no two opinions on the sub­
ject, Ol' if there be an opinion ho tile to this nnLional 
opposition, it is fLn opinion based on causes that c.'\,n ue readily 
expla.ined. It was very readily a.nd ven bmtally xplniued at 
Calcutta. by Mr. Keswick when he thanked the En Hsh press 
for the unanimity of their s pport. "It is true," he said, 
"amid 'prolonged hissing. tI that tho Statesman is for it. He 
who pays the piper ho.s the right to call for the tune, and it is 
well known who has t.he rigL t to ca.ll for the Slale8man's tune 
a.t present." This veiled allusion need be pursued no further. 
Bilt the meetings that are being held all over the country testify 
to the fact t.hat if the English residents in other districts are 
not 80 deeply moved a.s the people of Benga.l. they are still 
IIternly in ea.rnest. It is now time th t Bombay should assist 
ill a. movement that hl13 become naLionll.I. ~he Bombay Cham­
ber of Commerce wil~ e are gl9A to learn, hold a prelimiW\r: 
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meeting next Tuesday, and it wil~ doubtless result, as the 
I 

preliminary meetings in Oalcutta and Madras have resu\ted, 
in a public meeting representative of a.ll cla.sses. The citizens 
of .ij6mbay owe this to our neighbours: and the owe it t o them­
selves. Thtl Bill, indeed, scarcely affects us here, where EU1'O­

peans and na.tives dwell in afriendly atmosphere unJrnown else­
where and where the European mofussil residents are a small 
and feeble folk. But befor6, being citizens of Bombay we are 
all fellow-subjects of the Queen, and all intensely interested in 
whatever a:f[eot~ our national rights and national prosperity, no 
matter in what part of the EmpiJe. The BOfba,y Ohamber of 
Oommerce are acting with their-old spirit in taking the lead in. 
the movement. But they should be supported by otb r bodies. 
The Trades' Association in ·Oa.lcutta. have, it will be noticed, 
held their own meeting, and the Trades' Association of Bombay 
should do the same. }:loth the Home and Indian Governments 
have now been oonstrained to postpone the Bill till ')vember. 
But on the 9th instant thf" Viceroy will make ·a statement on 
the subject. It is of the utmost importance that A.ll 'Public 
meetings and demonstrations should be e¥pedited so as to 
give Lord Ripon the opportunity of thoroughly gauging the 
national sentiment. He will then, we may hope, under the 
pres~ure of an irresistible pnblic opinion, be able to declare 
that the Bill will be quietly withdrawn. An incalculable 
amount of mischief has already been worked by an ·ill·timed 
measure that was only meant to round off the law symme­
trica.lly for the benefit of a handful of native civilialls, .and as 
to which the native community were utterly indifferent. It 
would be wicked and foolish to a.llow the present excitemeut to 
continue for the next nine months, and the Bill can be easily 
withdrawn precisely as the Mowra Bill was vetoed, on the 
grounds that the Govel'llment had been insufficiently instructed 
&s to its necessity. 

"Nothing," says the Statesln,an., in trying to explain its 
uncomfol'table position, "but a supreme egotism could make it 
pleMlUlt to A. EU1'opean to ocoupy a. position whioh, ill oftenlive 
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, 
to the great body o£ his countrymen." .A. few men here and 
there may take pleasure in proclaiming from the house.top their 
own intellectual superiority over the pa.ssions of the common. 
herd below. They do no ha.rm and no good. They are more 
than sa.tisfied if they can attract a passing glance. They are 
noteworthy only because they are rare. Even the Sta.te.ma.n, 
which has supported Mr. TIbert's Bill through thick a.nd thin, 
owos that" so great is the majority that it amounts to 
practical unanimity, and though the weight of official authority, 
is on the other ~ide, it is impossible to doubt that a very la.rge 
number of tbe official ~lasses are, on this quelltion, in accord • with the uuoffici community.;' When the Sta.tennan owns 
this, it scarcely needs re·assertion. The painful outburst of pas. 
sionate excitement at Caloutta the other day, however much it ill 
to be regretted, was an undeniable test of the national feeling. 
The question i8 now removed from its first 8tage altogether. 
V .... here the Qovernment would have been justified in proposing 
this apparently insignificant change if they had con ulted non. 
official opinion beforehanu is a matter on whioh we may agree to 
differ. They forgot, however, this obvious precaution, though 
they ha.ve lately talked so muoh of its necessity, and they even 
forgpt to consult the highest experts in the matter, the Judge8 
in the Calcutta High Court. They now find to their astonish. 
ment that the English public are unanimously against them, 
and t1at they bave ria8ed such a storm in India as bas not been 
heard ilinoe the days of the Mutiny. The laying of this storm 
is the only question worth consideration for the moment. The an. 
tagonism cannot be allolVtld to continue. It is dfficult to say wLirh 
is the more deplora.ble, the 110 tile cheers raised by an English 
audience against an English Viceroy, or the brula.llanguage in 
which 8 len.ding Calo'ltta barri ter permitted himself to employ 
in speaking of the natives of Bengal Both, however, are symp. 
toms of a pa.ssiona.te outburst which, jf it be allowed to continue, 
will t>nd in sometbing like a White Mutiny. The Government 
by postponing the Bill recognize the gra.vity of the situation. 
If we may believe Calcutta opinion, they are even suggesting the 
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term of a oompromise. The Statesman publishes b. }>roposal 
aa.id to be semi-official that the extension of jurisdiction shill 
DOW be limited to CovellanLed Native Civilians only, the 
I8ctious of tIle Dill relatiuJ to 0 thtlr classes of Na.tive 
M;agistrates being 'Wit.hdmwn. "The European community 
would," we are told, "in this \Hly gltin a very large 
pilort of' what it is contending for, 'While thu Government 
might make the concession without humiliation." l lhere ia 
no bllUliliation, however, in confossill~ an honest mistake, and 
as )fr. llhert owuod tita.t bis only justi.fioatiol.l in l'e.opening 
this difficult question lay in "a olution which sbould contain 
in itself the elemtlnts of stability and . esi1'!t.uility," we do not 
liee what would be gained by a COUl promise, neither desirable 

~ior stable. For this jJal'ticular pri vilege the natives at laIge 
declare that t.btly cltre nothing, and the proposal has only given 
the Benga.li~ a ('banco of pressing for other concessions, which 
~ven the present Govorn ment deem undeFlira,l,le a\l~ untimely. 
The Bill is pOlitpOll d until Novemucl' in orJer that public 
opinion may Uti sounded. Then~ is n t the remotest chance 
that in November this public opinion will be' other than 
it is ' DOW. It will only ue" fierccr aDd 100re embitter­
ed. 'fhe public, therefore, should express themseh s at Ollce 
with temper and moderation but in unmistakltble lanr,uage. 
Lord Rip6n has another week to consider his position. It was 
a. main feature in his Ilew policy, that 1eforo I~ny legislative 
measure i formally introduced the public should have a chance 
of disoussing it. His advisers are gravely to blame and h wg 
neglected the preca.ution in this especially difficult case. There 
ba.s boen an euor here, just as there was in the Petroleum Bill, 
but then) tloed be no 1110re mortification iu withdrawing the 
one Bill tha.u the other. Both originated ill the sa.me cause, 
the opinion of an adviser not yet sufficiently acquainted with 
the ciroumstances of- Indian life. So much is universally 
known: acknowledged in the one case, it can scarcely harm the 
Government to acknowledge it in the other. The public then, 
in Bombay as elsewhere, should s'peak out in time. If the 
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verdicts from all pa.rts of the country are unfa.vouro.ble, the 
bla.me will rept with n. Viceroy who delivers n. judgment to the 
contrary. But we take it, that in his difficult dilemma Lord 
Ripon's til. k will be much simplified if lie is supplied with an 
II overwhelming consensus" of non· official opinion. Bombay 
has never been baokward in any of the great movements in 
whioh the national interests were concerne-l, and the opinion of 
",n unimpassioned public just now would be peculiarly useful 
to the wh Ie oommunity. On 'l'uesday the Bombay Chamber 
of Oommeroe will express the opinion of the merca.ntile om­
munity, and will, w; trust, rrange the prelimina.ries for III 

meeting representtlive of 11.11 cIa e& in Bombay. 

Marah 6. 

The utterances of the Bombay Ohamber of Oommerce 
to.day m,ay;if they al'e wisely and carefully directed, be of the 
ireate t us~ at the present Illompnt.. The speakers will, doubt. 
lllss, remember tLR.t they repre ent 011 the one hand th~ only 
large EngHsh oommunity in Ilulia. that i di. int rested in the 
terms of M.r, libert's Bill and quite uDlmpa. Rioned as to its 
results. But they will rellJem ber, on the other, that tLcy {ol'm 
part and paroel of the ~reat noo.officiu.l class in tbis country, 
whose only safeguard against official arrogance lies in their 
unanimity. Some day 01' other 0. national question of the first 
moment may originate in Bombay, f!.nd we shall naturally look 
1:0 Bengal and Madras for assistance, just as Bengal and Ma.draa 
are now looking to Bomuay. The fir t resolution to be sub­
mitted to the Ohamber is all that could be desired, and will, ell 

a matter of coursc, be pro ~rJy supported by th speakere. 
It would be a.t onco selfish, ca.reles , and short-sighted to abstain 
from a clear and unmistdokaule expression of the vie\vs enter­
tained.here by the English community, but these views should 
be delivered with coolness, temper and judgment. There il 
not the slightest doubt as to the nature of the opinions tha.t 
will be expressed to-day, or tha.t those opinions will represent 
al nea.rly as possible the feeling of the whole community. Lord 
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Ripon has been startled and ala.rmed by tlJe cnillusiastic and. 
almost vitupera.tive opposition of Bengal. He needs cool r advice, 
a.ud that the Bombay Chamber can afford him. The tone of 
the meeting, therefore, should reflect as far AS pos ible th opi­
nions of the non-officia.l clas es in those di tricts where the prin­
ciples at stake are much more valuable than the privile~e8 

. likely to be involved. We may b 11.8 med, a our correspondent 
"Haro" says, that the Viceroy would never hav vEntured 
on a step so fatal to his reputation . as a statesman if he ha.d 
for s en the storm it has created. Even those officials who , 
gave their theoretical opiniqJls on the suhject ha.d not tbe 
remotest idea, that a chango vitally aff~ctjng the European 
community was to be suddenly sprung upon them without the 
usual preliminary discussion. It is very ~vident from Mr . . 
JlberL's openin~ speech that he had not the remotest idea of 
any strong o]>position, or any recollection of the fprlller dis­
cussions on the subject. It is upon this ror that the 
speakers will doubtless lay mo t stress. The Bill, as the First 
Re~olution Bays, "was not only uncalled for," but "ought 
not t ·, haTe be n introduced witlJout fir t eli6:iling the opinions 
of the non-official cl!LSS s whom tIle proposed change in the 
administration of the law will affect." 

It is quite useless at thi stago to go iuto tIle arguments 
so a.bly put forward b)' tIle Hon. B. Tyabjee in another column, 
He Bays 11.11 that can be tlJeoretica.lly said for the proposal 
thougb he differs, by the way, from tho Native PI' ss of Bengal 
a.B to the value to be attached to this particular; " Il.l.lomaly." 
The Amrita Bazaar Patrika, to take the leading native journal, 
distinotly lays it down that the Bengalis cs,re nothing for this 
particular chauge, tliough there are many other reforms they in­
tensely desire. This is, how vel', be ide our present purjJose. 
The Viceroy was undoubtedly misinformed as to the spirit in 
wbich the Bill would be received, and be should scarcely feel 
bound' to avenge the fault of a legal member of Council 
who knew nothing of India upon the community at large Lord 
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Ripon need'S an excuse for withdrawal from an untenable pOli. 
tion an(l this excuse is the best that oan be found. By n. oha.nge 
in tu.e rules uver1 new mea ure is now sUI posed to be 00000011-

nica.ted to the public loug before hand, so a tt) give time for 
ampledi cus ion. This hllts been done in\tho case of all the na.tivo 
l' fortns. Tha.t the rule was ignored when it came to the aboli. 
tion of n. privilege to which Europeans have always attached 
much importance shows culpa.ble neglect on the part of Lord 
Ripon's advisers, and to ·this neglect, and to this neglect only, 
we attributll the present attitude of the English community to-. . 
ward Lord Ripon, and the unfq;·tunate displlLY of passionA.te 
feelin g i'lat it has -involved. QIJestions affecting the English 
mercantile community have hitherto been submitted to the 
judgment of the public through the Chambers of Oom~erce and 
the English Pl·ess. The Bombay Chamber should respectfully 
insist on a. retentioll of thoir rights, more especially as the natives 
are receiving P!eW ]Jrivileges in all directions. The Vioeroy haa 
been comp Iled to yield this point already. It is known, a.s we 
shall see th t the Bill will be postponed till November to a.l1ow 

• of further consideration; but in the present xcited state of the 
public mind on the other side of India nothing could be len 
desirable in itself 01' more disastrous to the prospects of a.U the 
chemes for reform which I! rd Ripon has on ha.nd. 

Here we may b permitted to refer to yesterda.y's leading 
article in the Tin~~. At a period of excitement, the TimeB 
is th"! lllLtura1 exponent of Eng~sh thought, and there is 
no reason to BUPlose tha.t it is biassed by any anti·native 
feeJil\g. Ea.ch to his taste. Our local contemporary with 
a simple fatuity seldom eqU!\lled, profers Professor Words. 
worth, ~\Ild stvle. his crotchetty but ingenious lett~r •• in truth 
a Stu.le P.~pe~ of gre;t.t v,tiue ..... whiClll wilt eventually place 
the i sue' iuvoh"ed befol's the public of Eoglallt.l." That may' 
be so, but this w nd rf ' l State Paper has not yet judging by 
the reprint in the loca.l journals, tra.velled so far afield as the 
public of Poona. "The public of England" will be ' III novel 
eJperienoe, to iii writer who hilS never hitherto been a.DJt~il1g 
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more tba.n pllorochial; but Professor Wordsworth evidebtly shares 
the kmdly preference, for he speaks contemptuously of the 
Timu as " a so-called leading j\lUrnal in London." We should 
have had something to sa.y to this letter, but that the learned 
Professor has permitted himself to rival one of- e excited Cl~l­
cutta orators in a most unwarraut d imperfMnce. Something 
may be permitted in the hea.t of argument; but unless we decline 
to answer personalities and untruths, the Bombay Pres \ ould 
soon be reduced to its old unenviable condition of II> bear-garden 
Professor Wordsworth has put himself. out .of court, and we 
must fain content ourselves with. "a so-called leading journal 

• in London." The Pimes yeste;day, and probably not without 
inspira.tion, strongly urged the Viceroy to abandon Mr. Ilbert'® 
Bill in order to allay the great agitation tbat has occurred. We 
agree with the Time8 in deprecating any postponement of the 
measure on account of the continued ill-feeling that would 
result. But the alternaLive suggested, of passftlg the ' Bill 
without delay, is not feasible. Iu the first place the Secretary 
of State for India has formally announced that the Bill 
will be postponed till N ovell1uer; in the second the same 
announcement has been semi-olILially made in India; in the 
third place the local opposition is fa\" too seriou!!; and in the 
fourth the opposition in the Legislative Council would 
almost certainly be too strong. The alternative is prob­
ably put forward only as a hint of the course Lord Ripon should 
adopt. At this turning-point the members of the Bombay 
Cha.mber of Commerce ha.ve it in their power to assist tbe 
Government by a frank expression of non-official opinion from 
• pa.rt of India still happily free from the excitement preva.iling 
elsewhere. The Vieeroy i expected to ma.l.e n.n official declara.­
tion on the subject next Friday. But by that date he will be 
in possession of the opinions of the Born bay Chamber; a.nd 
in, this matter, 0.8 the time is so short, the membet·s may fairly 
undertake the respoD~ibility of representing tho opillion of the 
whole English communit,y of Bombay. After Frida.y, if the 
Vicero1should persist in postponing the B~l till NOTember, it 
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will be tim~ enough to have a large meaLing, where all 018.8868 

could be repres~Dted. But w hope that the necessity will not 
arise, a.nd that in a few dl~ys mOre the feverish excitement of the 
last fortnight will be. allayed. 

Ma?'oh 7. 
MEETING OF THE BOMBAY OH AMBER OF COMMEROE. 

A meeting of the Bombay Chamber of Oommerco wa.s held 
yesterda'y evening in the rooms of the Chamber for tho purposo of 
considel'lng Mr. lIbert's Bill lor th aUlendment of the Criulino.l 
Code, Mr. James '1'horbu1'n occnpicd tll'! cllair, and there was II. 
a very lal'~e attendance ~f members, only on· or two firms OOUllcct· 
ed with the phamber being ullrCjlI'('senteil. There were also ~l'c. 
sent several gentlE!men who er not mcmbers of t he ChamJer. 
The following members were presfl~t:- ; ;';'t.!k ....... ~ 

Mr. Cornfol·th (Alridge, Salmon & Co.); Mr: Brandenburg 
(Bell, Bl'll.Ddenburg & Co.) ; Mcssrs. Russell and Macdonald (Bonp, 
Ashley & Co.); Mr. Blascbeck (A. Blaschecu: & Co.); Mr. Maco.ulu.'y 
(Ewart, L lbtham & 00.) ; Messl's. Symons und Wilson (Finlay, MUll' 
& 00.) ; Mr. Forbes (0. H . B. Forbes & 00.): Mr. Tborburn, Chuil·· 
man (Sir Cltarles Forbes & 00.) ; Mr. Sorabjee FJ'amjee tFl'8.J11jee, 
Sands &. Co.); Messl's. Gaddum and ByLh 11 (Gaddum & 00.); 
Mr. Glade (Glade & Co.) ; Mr. F. Adunl ( W. & A. Graham & 00.) 
MI'. Ootton (Greaves, Ootton & Co.) ; Messrs. Forrest and Stewal't 
(Killick, Nixon & 00. ) ; MI" Moil' (Lang, Moil' & 00.) ; MeS81's. 
Comber, Beaufort and Glazebrook (Lyon & Co.); Mrj 'MiliCI' to. 
Ma.cdonald & Co. ); MI'. Mackay (M,tckinnon, MakeD:l:it) & Co.); 
. Messrs. poole and Oussels (Peel, Oassels & Co.); Mr. Punuet.t 
(Punnett & Co.) ; MJ·. Facbiri (Ralli Brothers) I Mr. Mowat 
(Ritchie, Steuart & 00.) ; Mr. Sasso on (D. Saesoon & 00.) ; Mr. 
Steiner (VolklLrt Brothel's ); Mr. Wycr (Wallace & 00,) i MI'. 
Ahmedbboy Hubibbhoy ; Mr. DinshlLw M;tn()ckjee P tit; Nanabhoy 
Byramjee J eejpehhoYj MJ,'. Balfoul' (tho Ral~k of Bombay) i Mr. 
Wood (the B . .8. & O. I. Railway OOlllpany) ; Mr. F. FOI'1'e~t (the 
Chartered Mercantile Bank of India, London and China) i Mr. 
Lowell tthe OOlBptoir d'Escompttl de Paris); Mr. Reid (the Ol'ientlll 
Bank Corpora.tion) ; Mr. Parker ~the P. & O. S. N. Oompany) i and 
Mr. 'Vizbucondu8 Norondas. 

Tht) CHA.IRMAN in opening the proceedings said:- Gentlemcn, 
you al'e all I dal'esay very weH wart) tbat at 11 meeting" of the 
Viceregal COllilcil held in Calcutta cady jast lUontll the Hon. MI', 
Ilbcl'!;, the le/ill.l member of the GOY rnmcllt of India /lsk d ICllv to 
introduce a bill to amend the Oriminal Pl'ooed uI'e Codeon 82, which 
was only passed in tb beginning 0 last year-in fact it is only iuet 
a year old to-day, having been pas!> on the 6th MUl'ch. I 2. rho 
object of OUI' me ting t o· day is to c; ·nsidel' tlle ,Propriety of tbat 
measul'e hecoming law 01' being cal'J'if',1 any.£ul'tbel'. We have com~ 
hel'e to pl'OllOUUC~ Ot1l: opinion upon it 'mll to ClIipt'ess OUl' views as to 
whether the amendmenll IIbould take effect 01' not. .As all of u. who 
JlaTe been reading the dl!.ily pl'es!! lire alVli.1·C, the CIuelit4oD.l1ae be~ 
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very warmly discussed, more particularly in Bengal, and it hall allo 
attmcted vcry general attention in England, It is qllite right, and 
quite proper, that we, 8S the 1'epl'esentatives of the European 
mercantile community and also of the non-official commm::ity Of this 
city should meet to discuss this qucstion and express Oul' Qpinion 
upon it; but I trust that nothing that will be said in this room to­
day will hav the effect or be likely to stu: up ill-feeling e1 er bet'veen 
ourselves and the Government of India, or bctwe~n ollrselves a.nd 
our native fellow-subjects. 1 think that l1. temperate exprCS ion of 
opinion will be not only more dignified, but It will proba.bly carry 
more we~ht, and by adbering to that principle we shall a.void 
giving ottence to, 01' wounding tbe f ehngs 01' 8uSC(l~tibilitLs of 
those with whom I think it is Oul' duty as fe1low-subJectR of the 
same sovereign to be on a good Rnd friendly footing, We are 
obligf'd, gentlemen, to call our mceting a~ Il very hLte hour for 
various r (;)1180n8, Ilnd.I don't intend for thl1t l'ea,tlOII, and alao for 
the roason thlLt other gentlemen wilt speak presef.tly to the rcsolu­
tions which have been circulate!i ltmongst the mum/) I'S of tho 
Ohalllber , to go minutely into the subject of this propos d bill myself 
but I shall at the same time before sitting down take the OPPOI'­
tonity of saying that 1 disapprove of tbe measul'C, and I ahall give 
some reasons for sayin~ so, The first thin~ that strikes mo is tbat 
there is really no press rug necessity for tillS mel1sure at aU; and I 
don't think tbat we require to go any further than Mr, JIb rt'a 
speech in asking leave to intl'oduce this m asu I' . to sh<)w. 
that this is the Cllse, The Oriminal Oode, as you are aware 
was last amended previous to 1882 in 1872, and thi.s vcry question 
we ar met t.o discuss came on then j and although I donlt wish to 
go into what took place then, 1 may say that it. was carried by a 
majority of S(lven to five, that this amendment sh~ld not be given 
e1fect to, Mr. nhert takes gl'eat care to cito the opinions of the fivo 
who wero in favollr of that amendment bei.ng intl'odnced into th 
Jllen.sure, but he leaves ont, or says 1l0thing about, tIle opinions of 
the seven, I don' t think it is likel'y tha.t the whole of thes"! even 
were non-official mem bel'S, fol' I think from our experience we may 
assume that no measure could be carried by a non-official majority 
ill any legislative council in tbis coulltry, Fllrther Mr. Tlbel't 
starts by slLying that fl'om that time (1872) forward when 'my 
suggestions were offered to the Governllll?nt of India in the diicc­
tion of the amendment of this Oode this qnestion always came 'up, 
Now one would have Luought that if tha.t had been ISO, tile 
Govetnm(lnt would' have taken the Vl1l'y earliest opportuniLy 
of ascertaining the opinions Jlot only of their own officers 
but of th public gen rally, and would have aet.:d as I!pe~dily 
as possible on the opinions th y might receivE'. You 4ave only 
to read a little furth er 011, Rnd it becomes quite appal't!Ut 
that fol' ten years they did nothing. This Oodc, as I havc p l.t'vious-
1y explained, becl1me law a yeul' RIlO to-day, The Goyel'1)mel1t had 
completed aU th lI.111endmlmts t lwy intended to give ifect to, a,pd 
this qu~stion never came up at all, and as MI'. Ilberb says !timst']f 
the now his torical Mr. Gu)?ta's letter 01' hia suggestion tbl\t this 
amendment should be IDl1.de In the Oode came £ol'wltrd at the last 
moment when it WitS im1>0,sible t\> intl'odllce it. What t/;l.e Oouncil 
~. THORBUBN , . 
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afterwards did wall to take tIle opinions of some Government 
officers, and now we have the ma.ttel' before us, I think it ia clear 
tbat it bas been shown that there is no pr saing n c saiLy for tbi. 
measw'e, In fact, the only person whose name bll s b n assooiAted 
with it, as £0.1' liS can be galliel'ed, is Mr, Guptll, [Lnd as MI', Ilbert 
laY8, h1S letter gave risc to the discussion, That conclude. 
what 1 have to say on that point, and I think there enn 
be no question tbat there was no real n oessity for introducing the 
measure, Ol'any unusual prcssure 'In'ought npon the Gov mm nt to 
introduce it, Anoth.:!' point that strikes me, gentlemon, is this: 
it seems to me thut tlH.! IU eUSl1l'e is pl' mature, I have shown you 
from what MI', llbel't said that thero was no pt'essin~ n oessity for 
it, and I also tlriu k it lB pI' ma~u)'e for tbi reaBon; thlS bill will have 
the effect of touching the whol of the mo£ussil Eu)' pcan commu­
nity, while, on tbe otb~r .hand, it will only u.f1'ect the status of six 
men in Bengal, ani I think I bLve so n it Btl.l.1;Pd only one here, 
Therefore, I say tHat for that l' lison it is pI' ruutUl'e, I also a., it 
is premature lor this 1'eason, tliat the presidency toWIlS aro III a 
very lUuoh more advanoed state than the mofussil. It is Pl'opolled 
to extend this measure to the whole country-to th most outlying 
and baokward districts, where you may say that civilization hili 
been barely introduoed, alld, I am of opinion for that reason that the 
bill is prema.ture, If the mofllssi1 was as advanced as our prellidenoy 
towns al'e, hen there might have been some reason fol' intl'oducini 
tL menaw'e of this kind, I not only oOllsidel', however, .thllt the 
me,l.8urlJ is pl'elDattu'c, but I altlO eonsidel' it hUB beon.introdu(' 'd a.t 
a. vl.'ry in<>pportune moment, W all know thu.t the overnmrnt 
have g.,t 1ft lenst tbree very important measures before them I.t the 
preseut moment; and one of them at ll'ullt in I' ducE's V01'y radical 
and sweeping changes, and many peoplc. including ruYilclf, I may 
SH.y, think that the country is scarcwy prepal'ed 01' I'ipe for thP 80 
m 8,8Ul'eS, I cannot belp thinking that (hat tHing so it was parti. 
culal'ly inopportune to Introduce the measure ut tbtl pr 8t:'nt time, 
when other llDportant measure8 about whiob there baa been IlUd ia 
likely to be a good deal of dilferencp. of opinion are peuding, Then 
{lentlemen, I also object to the bill. b eause it was brought forward 
without nUowin!'t the classes who are like1y to be 'affected by it any 
o,!!portunity of being heard, It bas been, in!\ sense, sprung upon us. 
and not only npon us, but, us you may bave nuticed in the 
debate to whicb I have l' ferred the Hon, MI', Evan~-one of 
the non.officia.l memLel's of the Ouuncil-stated that be .bel.l.rd 
for the first tillle on the day of the meeting wLat the proposed 
melt8uro was. He was iguol'al:l t of the cbam tel' of tho measUl'e, 
and we 11.1 0 were i?norant of it until it was brougbt forwlLl'd in the 
Oouncil. I. ther £(.., e, obj~ct to it on tbat ground, It strikes me 
as being very mu 'h ont of place to introduoe a m 'a8\11'e of this 
kind on tbe tl'ength di the opinions licited by a private oircular 
instead of the non·ofticial community generally haVln!'t an opportu. 
nity. of eXl.'l'eBsing thoil' opinion upon a mcaBllI'e which to affect 
them, It 18 all very ~ood for gentlemen who w\>uld have the admin­
istration of the 'aw to express approval of it, but it is a rather 
difIOl'ent thing for thOiie who are affected by the administration of 
it; and I cannot help thinking that when this private cil'cular-
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which none of us have seen and which I should rather' like to s~ 
-wall s nt round, probably I think very likely, most ot the 
officials to whom it was sent lookcd npon t)'11 que tion frolU 
a theoretical and not fl'om , a practical point of view witllollt 
considedng what efi.'"cted the introduction suoh \I. luellSllre 
would have on the countrY, I lIutico lurther, gentlemen that 
Mr. Ilbel't says in speaking of this Oil'cular that tbe result 
was vel'y l'emlll'ku,l"le. W ll, I sll<luld thmk that Le must have 
realised "'11 this thlLt the e:f£l:!ct of acting upon the oil'cular has been 
v I'y rcmnrkable iude·d. I think h 'llust feel now, and 1 think 
thllt the Gov'rnUlt!lJt of India must al 0 f d, that thq have made II. 
blunder in b1'ill~iug' fO I'w}\1'U Ii mcasure of tLis kind witho\:t the 
public likely Lo hI:' u:fl't!cted by it huving Lad un opportanity of el[· 
pressing Iln opiniou about it. I will not s~,y more now, othel' gen. 
tlemen having Lo sPeak to th 1·C's.,]utiollf. which have been cit·cula. 
ted among yeu, I think it is quifillikcly I m havll touched upon 
some points "hich otber gentlelll n may speak upon, Ilnu if uch is 
the case I hope that t.hey will 'nlarge upon and enforce mthcl' than 
PILBS ovc!' IIny point that may have allnded to. 'With these l'emal'kB, 
gentlcl'l!t!n,l 61tH upon MI'. MOlvat to Bpl'ak to the first resolution. 

Mr. Nanabhoy Byl'amj ~(l J\!t'J (~ eIJJoy: MI'. Ohairman, Befol'e 
MI'. MowLLt proposes the resolution J. should like to kno\v whether 
you )lave received any lettel' trollJ Anyon . 

Tb Chail'mn.n: Wf.' bav l'CCl'iv d It ) ' ti;(>r fromoaom of the 
mCIuber8 of thi" Cbambel', Illld wo have scnt an answcr to it. HQ,\e 
yuu got the Mawer P 

MI'. N[lUabhoy: It was tll sp,,('ial desire of tbe members that 
it should be l' ad bdor th me tiug. • 

The'Chairman: I am !lsking wh tll l' YOll have got the answer P 
Mr. N:.Lnabhoy: That .lettt)r was fOl' the infol'mation of the 

membe-rB. 
Th Ohairman: I don't consider that there was any ne ' esslty 

for its),) ing read. 
Mr. NaUllbhoy: Then you rule that that letter shall not be 

read. I bow tl) yont' d cision. 
Th hall'uum: I hav not given any decision as yet. 

(b.ughtel·, ) 
Mr. Nanabboy: You say that the It) till' shall not be read. 
The ChlLil'mllJl: 'rhe letter to which you l'cf l' was received 

nbont half-past two. It ohjected to this Cbaml), r taking lip tl:is 
qn stion, Bud tht, 1lJ1SWel' which WllS sent to you by my f.irectioDs 
.... aR that we eODsidc\' it quite competent 101' thl' ' hamber to discuss 
tbiB question, allJ if YOll hud !lily ,'I:!llsons to givt) against its doing 
a you OUf!ht to 'ome 1)('1' and statl' them. 

Mr. auabhoy: Wo al'~ goj.ng to speak, and we have come 
11 I' to speak. 

Tho 'hail'man: V I'y well. 
MI'. N[lUabhoy.: Th n you rule that tbat letter Bhall .uot be 

read. 
T1I Ohail'man: Tb 1'6 iB no ne essity that it sbould be read, 

se ing tbat you 1}.1' her to p ak and vote for yourself lik any 
other membcr of tb Ohamber. 
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Mr. MOWAT: In proJ.108ing the first resolution which runs 
thus :-" That in the opInion of thi m elin th ill for 
tQe amendment of the Oriminal Prorcdur od i. und'l' 
existing circumstances, uncalled f r, and ouaht not to have 
been introduced without first eliciting the opinions f the 
non.officilll cll1.8ses whom the p,ropos d blin'e in th admin. 
istration of the law will aft t '-1 would dmw your attention 
to the temp rate manTI(~r in whioh it is worded, und in th 
remarks which 1 am about t make, I m an to b con idcrnto t . 
wards the varions races in rest dill th Bill lately brou ht forw rd 
by the Gov rnment of India. Throughout the length It.Dd br d b. 
of this vast mpiJ'e it has be n tb 1 dlli subj ct of dis \l i n 
fur nclt.riy fortnight, and it has been tak n up with mOl' than 
or,linary warmth in Bengiillt.Dd tb voice of England ha.s n t b 'n 
sill.'llt. I most ear tly trust t ten8ion which now xi ts will 
find a solution long efore Novem l' com s round. Although we 
ba ve buen later in approaching th subj >ct than our {ri nds in 
C Icutt.'\ and Madras, we are not behind tbem in th in I' t w 
tak 'in any matter air .cting tb cl'iminal law by wbich ur British. 
l)vrn fellow countrymen ar tried abroad. In ord l' to gm p th 
lendiug facts, I~t m point out wbat was done in I 72. 'fhi suhj~-t 
wa tlll-Q tho, oughly discuss d, and the d bates which took plo.co in 
th l1preme .,L g Io.tlve Council possess mQr tban ordiuaI'Y 
int ·PFlt. lthough fiv eminent n:tm s, including an x· ov'r· 
nor! adras and th lato G.:>Y rn r f Bombay, Ilpp a1' n on 
side, B ven g ntlem n who bave also left t,h i1' imp!' 'SI:I on India, 
took th opposite vi w, and on of th08 was the (11 tinguisb dIlL . 
yer, ir Jam s tepb n, who had cllarg of the Oriminal Prou d~1l' 
Bill. By thi8 act, which wo the l' Bult of a: compromi, utiv 
Ma jab'ate in the Pr sid ncy town8 w r allow d Jurisoiction over 
Europ ans, but their pow r xtended no further, and the pasoua 
for so doing appear 1;0 be very stl-ong. ntlemen, with public 
opinion and a pow rful r.r ss such as we find in tb gr at citi s, W 

OIt.D understand why add! reuc was made betw 'n th m and the ' 
mofussil. But even in the great P e iden y to\VUS, ca8 8 arie 
which are 8urrounded wiih mo ,e than ordinary difficulty and which 
ta.x the keon st intellects of the Bench and tbll Bar. At a 
great social banquet which took place in Bombay a liLtle 
over three years ago and at which I had the bonor io pre id , a. 
Judge of the High Court who e m nly 8traightforwardness Ilnd 
up1'i~ht cbara WI' have gain d for him a wide circle of f1'i ndB 
among all clll.88es, expre d him 1£ thus :_tI Th administrati n 
of jueti in India !lud no It88 in Bombay is C3l'l-ied on with 
treme difficulty owin~ to the vlUlt pl' ponderance of unworthy ti. 
mony by the native Wl.tne8ses TV have for ns . .A judge in th coun· 
try CIt.D only act on the facts of tb case befol' 11im, and it would be 
impos ible for us to form our judgm nts satisfactorily wcr it not 
for the admirable mauner in whioh the cas S are prepar d by able 
and eXl?<;rience~ olicitors and clerks, and for tbe argument8 and 
the abihty WhlCh are bestow d upon those facts by ao umplished 
barristers." (Oheers.) If this is the C4 in one of the leading 
citieB in tb E'llpire, what so.£ J::'uards mU8t we insist on 
for the poor European in tbe district P There are no 
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able and experienced solicitors the:re; further, tpere are no 
accomplished barrister8. But, gentlemen, 1 can tell you what 
will not be wanting. As a juryman 1 have had. to ~8te~ to 
luborned witnesses; they and the other surround.lDgs will find a 
place. An oath or affu'mation to the nneduca.te cl native class<:8 i.s of 
little or no value; and are we to expose our coun ymen to cnmlDal 
charges made on iuch evidence P Far be it from me to speak 
oth rwise than respectfully of native magistrates whom this 
country chooses to honoul' with th dignity. As ducated men we 
expect a grea.t deal from ' them. But I hold that in a criminal 
charge against Ii Europ an things may arise on which an English. 
man or Blutish-born subj ct only can form a COlT ct judgment. If, 
therefore, the magistrate, witne ses and other surroundings are 
entirely native-can we suppose that thtl'e will never be a miscar. 
riagfl of justiceP From the public press which hus lately 
been flooded with literatur~ on this au J.f.ject, we find that 
the native community are fa" fl'O m agreed, for in common 
fairness we may 'put Mr. Khory's letter of this morn ng 
against that of the Honorable Mr. Tyabjee. A leading 
magistrate who had a gr at many ye'1l's' exp rience in the 
Moi'ussil, when speaking' to me quite r cently, was not slow t o 
point out the dangers which would beset th propos d alteration in 
the law. P erhaps a tim will come when a r tlv1sion of the existing 
Oode may be considered with adva.ntage-but it is c1ea1'ly not now_ 
The lower classes amongst the native community must first be ad· 
vanced. The non-official classes very justly complain that they 
Lave not been consulted in this matter, specially seeing that they 
will be affected by MI'. Ilbert's proposed change. The legal aDd offi. 
oial classes, however, ",ere consulted, and w learn th at they have 
Dot been unanimous. l!lnglish capital is now pour ing into the 
counky for reproductive wor ke, necessitating a large num bel' of 
European empl"yes. ThtlY c ODSll!t of railway seJ'Vllnta, press and 
mill managers, cott.on agcnts, and the like. In this Pre idency they 
are fewer in numbElt' thll.n in the other two, hut they are not les9 
deserving of our care and attention. 

(Applause.) Their probable future is a question forsocioiogists, 
and I cannot say that I look upon it with anything like satisfuction. 
With the progress of works in the Mofu9sil their numbers will in­
crease, but from tbe Natives who are making 8uch rapid 8tr'des in 
education, tber. will have to suffer the keenest competition, a com­
petition, not likely to diminish. A large portion of those now 
laboUl'in~ in the districts will never again behold the land which 
gave them bil'th, while their families will have to make the best of 
life under all the disadvantages of a tJ'op'cal sun. These are the 
clasFes most likely to be seriollsly affected by the new bill, and as 
they can least protect themselves it is our duty to see that their 
rights and privileges ar kept inviolate. Tbe:r sup'ply that cheap 
European labour which at the present time 18 indispensible in the 
formation of public works. As a rule, many of them are POOl', and the 
fee necessary to secure the services of an English banister, or II. 
first-clf.\ss vakeel, for defenc in a criminal charge, is more than they 
are able to command. Let I1S therefore be careful and not deprive 
our poorer countrymen of privileges whicjl they have hitherto en-
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joyed and on which theyattaoh he high st value. Acoording to 
the best authorities, they now rio this without in any way interfl ro 
ing with the rights of the natives ofthe oountr,. ir James t.<>p­
h n'a remarks a.re vlJ.luable. He says :-" In oountries aituo.t.t>d 11.1 
m Ii Ew·opea.n oountries are, it is no doubt d Ilirable that thoro 
should be no personal laws ; but in India. it is otherwise. Personal 

. as opposed to territorial laws preva.il here on all soris of subjects !\.nd 
til il' maintenanoe is olaimed with the utmost pertinaoity by th086 
wllo a.re subjeot to them. The Mahommadan has his personal law 
th Hindu has his personal law. Women who, ao 'ording to the 
custom of the country, ougbt not to a.pp at· in court, are exou ed from 
appearin~ in oourt. Nativ(:s ofrarik and in1iuence e~oy, in many 
oases, pnvileges whioh stand on pr oiscly the sam pl'lUoiple; and 
are "English people to b told that, whilst it is theil' duty to reap c~ 
all those laws scrupulour.ly, tbey are to olJi.im nothing for th Ul­

selves r that whilst English oourts ar to reap ot, and even to en­
fOI'oe, vari y of I ws which a' thoroughly repugnant to all the 
stl'ongest oonviotions of Engli hmfn, Engli8hmen who s ttl in hia 
country o.'·e to sun nder prinl g s to whlch. rightly or other wi a , 
they attaoh the highest possible importance P 1 can lIee no ground 
or reason for uch oontention." (Applause.) W have now to 
consider in a. c!l.t·eful spi"it what ou!{ht to be done P It is not too 
lILte for Government to withd"aw th 0111, and this might be jtl"IlOO­
fully done in the interests of all conc rn d. No One wish a to soe 
a rlLCe feeJi exist, and ow' native fellow-subjeots are no doubt as 

nxi 118 on this point all we ar. The vern went is full of OthOI" 
schem s for theil' ailvancement, and it is a. ood old maxim not to 
have" tol! many irons in tL fire." A. t.hlUg may be done wit.h. 
dignity a.ua prudenoe to- day, whioh the force of events, if not oheok 
ed, may materially alter in a week's time. In conolusion, I appeal­
to the imperial Government to withdraw a m~a6Ul'e which 'md r 
existing oll'oumstances i nun oessary; I appeal to those in power to 

. stem the· current of olass f elin~ whioh appears to have arisen on tbe 
other slde of India., and whioh, if oontinued, may be fatal to the be8~ 
interests of the o(}untry, (Loud applause.) • 

'L'he Ho~. W. M. MACAULAY said: When I consented to second 
the resolution whioh Mr. Mowat; has just read, I did say in the firm 
c.onviotion that it was not desirable for us to follow in the footsteps 
of our bt'ethren in Calcutta. 1 tlli-nk it is very muoh to be regrettod 
that the speakers so far forgot themselves that they negl ot-

d tb i1' duty to their fellow-subjeots, and one of them has 
sino a{'ologised, for such II. thing cannot assist in achieving 
the obJeot we have in view. On the oontray, it ill rather 
da.magtl it. In 6peaking of the r lution I shall, with your per­
mission, ref r to the eoond portion of it, and I oonfes , with II. 

fe . lin,!" of very deep regret, that the Government of India. ha.ve 
iot;)"()c!uo d the m"asure of Buch vital importance to a lat'ge and 
most important section of the community without oonsulting one 
inllividualof that communitywho would be affeoted by the measure. 
It is true, a Mr. Ilbert said, that the various loeal Governments 
w r oonsulted-that no one oould objeot to. We were also told 
that the opinlons expres ed by the offioials who had boon oonsulted 
contained a oonsensus of opmion in favow' of the propolICd change 
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It is not 80 long ago that it has faded from 0ur memory . t ha.t a bill 
wbiflh Wa.8 passed tbrough the local OO1,1noil of Bombay with n 
overwhelmi.ng consensus of opinion was vetoed by the s ble Govern· 
ment who now attaches so muoh importance to the same official 
opinion. I think, ther fore, that this leaves a door open to them 
by "bioh th'y oanretire from the ground, and a sign thll v(lry l'eason 
for the position they assume that they have acted' n wrong infor. 
ma,tJon. W e have b n told that tbe Judges of the High Oourt of 
Bomhay have with one exception expressed them elves in favour of 
tbe meaRure. 'rhis may be so, but 1 think it! is not i probable, a.nd 
in fact I have some g t'ound for stating, that the opinion whioh was 
so given was more an opinion froUl !l. Lheol'etioal point of \liew, a.8 

just ohs rv d by the chairman. 1£ th Judges of the High Oonrt 
here, whom we all l' 8pect, as Mr. Mowat so well stated, hud heen 
ltskNl to pl'OSS an opinion as to the practical application of these 
chans-'s to tho whole mofussil district of hidia ana the outlying 
distncts of Assam, the Punjab, Qud the otb~ qually partially 
civifiz d localities, I do nou hesjtate to say that tbere would have 
been amongst these judges more than ont! dissentient. It is 
80urce of great r gret to every right-thinking person that the Go­
vernm nt did not take the public in~ their confidence as th y htwe 
promi!! d to do. It was perfectly easy for them to ascertain to a 
nicety what the public-English public-would think of the mtlU.­
B\n-e. By consulting public bodies like this Ohamber, there are the 
Planter'!! Association and 'l'rades' AHBooiat.ion in variQPll parts of 
India who ooulu tell if a reference had been made to them that It 
would raise a storm Buob as we have now expet·ienoed. Happily for 
U8, tho oil' umstanc so£ Bomhay, cven tbe mofussil of Bombay, 
l' 'udol' the measure less objectionable than it would be if appl ied to 
the whole of India. Here, so far as the lengthened expel'lenoe of 
Bombay goes, Iknow that a feeling of amity eXlsts between tbetw(l 
mers of Europeans andna.tives as very different from YlhatexisLs on 
the other side of India. There is more mutual confidence and 
friendship. I have heard roany intelligent native g mlcm n, many 
of whom I rank amongst my friends, expre their opir,uon that or 
their part tb 'y would pr fer to have their affail'R dealt with by the 
European judges ra.ther than their own countrym n. We could not 
exp ct such a subject to have unanimity. But 1 think that there is a. 
very strong section of tbenative oommunity wbo think that the bill is 
noL at all called for. In our daily mercantile experience we com in 
Bombay in oontact with numerous natives, keen-witted to a d:egree. 
'l'bes natives daily in hundreds of cases enter into contracts ¥ith 
Europeans r lying in the event of di pute on arbitra.tion by 
Europeans. This, 1; think, speaks volumes for the confidence that 
they Tepose in the integrity of the Europeans, (Applause.) That 
the measure is une.illed for, at this stage, I tbink thCl'e can be no 
doubt. Until the introduction' of the measure in the Supreme 
Oouncil, so far as I know, tloe qu etion had sJumbert!d ~ince discus­
sion took place in the Oouncil in 1812. Our native fellow-subjects 
have lately been. more than satisfied and g ratified by the radical 
changcs which have been introduced, or aTe about to be introduced 
and whiol, will give them a great deal of power in the management 
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of th ir aft'o,irs. I m quite sure that on tnis sid of Indill, at all 
'v nts, tb l' 11.1' very fllw }>"ople who dr 'tmed of noh ft, chango 
being n ce Il..l'y SInce Lord Ripon promi d this self-governm nt 
scheme. It is a grea.t PIty, u.s the bairmlln baa pointed out, tllat for 
tb henefit of al w, 1 think-if J am not mistahn th numb I'S men­
tioned by him are omewhat smalle!' tban th numb l' of mugietro.t " 
who will b aff cted by the bill. 1 b('1i va that in tbis PI' sid 110y IlIon 
som half a dozen magistrates would b uff~cLed by it. But th n 
for half a doz n, or t en times balf a dOli n it is nO 
justification to introduce the m 8SW'C which was calculated 
inevitably La stir up strife and to re-open wounds which w 
hoped bad pas d away fijI' vel'. (Applause.) 'I'hat for tbi 
local sdf-gov mment scheme which is DOt yet tel·ted it i8 
most inopp l'tUll that Govel'um 'nt should bUl'd n their bunds 
with furtb tll' legisla.tion, esp ially of such a chaJ'actcr IlS tbis. I 
very much fear tbat if ~h bill is pI' 08 'dcd with, it will pI' judice 
thll prop r d velop~JI~nt of this s hllme. 1 doubt not, th advance of 
civiJization,tbeop nin~ up of the couDtry by rllilways and tbe spread 
of education, will exercis even a mt>l' rapidimpr v mtlntin the future 
than in the past. Gr at pl'ogl'esa bas b en ad within tbe last 
twenty years, and had it not b 'n so, I do nlllt tbmk tbat even a. 
modified chan~ in the laws whicb p rmitted magistl ::.tes of native 
birth to bave Jurisdiction over Europeans in the PI' sid ncy towns 
would have been effected. It is, th l' fore, pI' mature at this arly 
stage £0 int~ duc sucb a radical change from laws which have al­
ways been Ilnforced since the country has been occupi d by our 
countrymen. Witb thes I' marks 1 will second the proposition 
(Loud upplau8 .) 

Mr. N. BYRMJEE JEEJEEBHOY said: Gentlemen.-l risu to 1.'1'0-
pos an amendm nt to the proposition wbich is U £o1'e the roeeLlDg. 
1 am strongly of opinion that tbis Ohamber will b exce ding it, 
fuuctions by committing itself to a propo, ition of this natul'. 
Ever since the Ohamber was first stablisb d-on 22nd SeI>t mber 
1 6, mainly owing to th ex l-tions of Mr'. Hurry Gorge Gordon, 
of M 8S/'S. Ritchie, Steuart and 00., it has never ceas d to 
in l' st itself in the commercial w lfll.l'e of the city and port of 
Bombay, and h on numerous occasions I' ndered most valuable 
assistll.l1ce and collected important information, not only to the 
a.dvantage of the local commercial community, but to the Govern­
ment of India, who has frequently consulted tbe Obamber on 
sp ciaI important subjects. 'I'be ham bel' has hitherto stcerl'd 
clear of all rae distinctions and has shown its ,If most creditably 
above all race prejudices. This characteristic of the Bombay 

ham I' of omwerce has b 'n ('.knowl dged and emphasized by 
tb ad wi ion of nlitives. The banI bel' has always b en considered 
an infiuentialand representative body, but since the accession of • 
Dati e m robel's, its relwcsentative pow l' and character has increas­
ed considerably, and Illstead of represeDtin~ only one class of the 
vast m rcantil community of this city, It now lays claim, and 
very justly too, to b the advocate and m~)Uthpiec of the whole com­
mer 'w communityofthi Prellidency, and is no longerth~ European 
Ohambl l' of Oommerce, but truly and literally t\le BODJbay Oham-

MR. N. BYKMJEE JEEJEEBHOY. 
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ber of Commerce. What does the Oha.mber I'epresent as a body. It 
represent Bombay commerce, and should be very careful not to 
curtail ita representative chtu-acter by lendlUg its influence, to po­
litico.sectar;ans sentimentality and I'ace queeLions. The Bengal 
Ohamb~r and the Madras Ohamber may be excused for their a~tion 
in the mattel' of thtl JW'isdiction Bill, composed as they are entU'e~ 
of European merchante. It is not very long, gen men since thIS 
Chambtlr extended its soope of us fulnes8 and influence, but dur­
ing the sbort time that has ele,psed since the joining of the n!totive 
members, things have gone on very smoothly and ba.rmoniously, 
and it would be a thousand pitIes were that barmony and unani­
mity to be unnecessa.rily di turb d. I d not wish to enter now 
into the controversy about this bill which the Government of 
lndia, all the loeal Governments, her Majeilty's Secretary of State ' 
and all the ore distinguished ofIicel's of vernment throughout 

ndia, oonsider d n cessary for th!!. due administration of justice 
in this country, and all I wish to s1ty is that SUf)1t a proposition as 
that moved by M.r. l'I1owat could \lot, an.d shonld not, come a,,Ppro­
pl'iately from a mixed Cham ber of EUJ'opeans and natives. It the 
EUl'opean mercllanta of Bombay are desirous of giving expresijion 
to their views about the bill, by all mean~ ltlt thel.lJ do so Itt a public 
meeting of the Eul'op an citizens, I um aware that I shall be in a. 
vel'y small minority, and the proposition will most probably be 
passed in spite of my humbltl opinion, yet, gentlemen, I conscien­

, tiously litelieve it to be my duty to make that opinion ~nown and 
my ftleble voice rais d against wbat I respectfully submit and main­
tatU is an unnecessary and untimely procetlding likely to disturb 
the harmony of the Ohamber and to mar the good will which 
now happily cha.ractel'ises its proceedings, 1£ this much-to­
bc-regrette I action on the pal't of this Ohamber will, as I 
apprehend it is sure to do, give rise to a strong countel'­
movement on the part of the native community of Bombay, 
the Ohamber Will be responsible for creating any bad blood and 
angry feeling which may unhappily arise, IIJld I am sure no one will 
be more sorrl th~ I sh:ul b. if tJe ?ommendable good feeling and 
harmony whlch ensts ill thIS PI'esldency amongst the different 
sections of our mixed community are needlessly disturbed or des­
troyed. Gentlemen, my first conn ction with the Ohll.mb r dates 80 

far baok as 1 65, and from that time up to now I havtI never known 
a singl instance in which th Oharnbel' lent its influence or CQunte _ 
auce. to any ques1 ion of race or class distinctions or differences, 
and It ought not to do so now. (Applause.) With Lhese l'emarks I 
b g .~o propose ~s an amendm nt-H That in th opinion of this 
me~!ll?g the actIOn now proposed,to ~e. taken with regard to the • 
Ol'll.lJlUal Prooedure Amendment BIll IS one fOl'eign to the olJject 
IIond pW'Pos,es ot the uh~mber, and that it is highly desirable for 
many ObVIOUS and welghty reasons that the Chamber decline to 
talc up any politico.sectarian question." 

Mr, SORA.BJEE FRAMJEE PATEL said: Gentlemen,-I rise with 
)'elucta~c to ~ ond the amendment my friend Mr. Nanabhoy 
BYl'amJ" J Jeebhoy has prop sed, for I oonsider it unfortunate 
fer we at this junctur to be compelled to go against the wishes of 
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gentltlmen, 'for many oi whom I entertain thE: hi~hEl!\t st 00, With 
not a few of them I bave at times b n asso u\ted in di ou sing 
impol'tant 9-uestions in a most frieudly spirit, wh n sOl'ving 8e a 
member of tbe oommittees of the Ohamber, In fuct, g ntleUl~Ill, my 
connection, inoluding that of my father, witb tb bam b 1', dat s 8.8 
fllol' ba.ck as the 1ll.Bt 35 yeal's or more, and I must admit, t,bat in 
this long interval both he and my elf have received ev ry kind n­
sidel'lO.tion at its hands, !l.S I am sure my native friends who hav 
since joined have also experienl1ed, 1 therefore f el it the more 
incumbent to appeal to your good sen e and jud~m ut to avoid, as 
fllor as it may be in yOUl' power, takingany at p tbat may tend to 
disturb the barmony which hal'! £01' many y aI's so happily pI' VILlI d, 
What I ber, of you, gentlemen, is to weigh oalmly my 1'­

quest; for 1 am no less gri ved at the disunion which your 
resolution will ol'eate.in tb Chamber than tb ill fooling and 
passions it is calculated to aI'OUS throu~hout tbe gr at and val'it'd 
commercial com~ty of Bo ba.y, The sl'quel of yOul' st·p in 
this matter migbt unfortunatel, bl itht'r tb", holtling of publio 
me tin~s by those wbo are in favour of, the Bill, 01' unpleas<wt, 
injudiolous and imprud nt writings in tb PI' ss, In boLl! r,UIl 'S 
no one, as you aJ'o awal' , can answ r for tl1e 1 ngths to which part.y 
feelings and passions may be can'i d by thos who cannot omrnund 
thern~elves, But the effect of all tbis will be oertainly most 
disastrous to all oonc rned, and will excite bitter £ eling'~ a.nd leav 
indeliblt' lemeniscences which it will take perhaps a full quu,rwl' of 
a oentury to efface, 1 have no wisb, gentlemen, to enwr into a 
lengtby discussion with such intelligent and liberal-minded m mbel'S 
as thosl1who are in favour of tbe resolution; but I oannot help 
drllwing your attention to tbe fact, that YOIl cannot with pl'opri ty 
take up questIOns whicb are purely political, ana do not affect tbe 
general commercial interests of t,he community, nol' oould you take 
up olass questions, muoh less grievances, of a particular rn.ce, In sup­
port of this assel'tion, permit me to quote the very fhst of our 
Chamber's rules and regulations, It states that "the object and 
duties of the Chamber shall be to encourage a friendly f",eling and 
unanimity among commercial men on all 8ubj ets involving their 
common good to promote and protect the gen ral 00 reantile inte­
rests of tliis Presidenoy," I ask, with your permission, do s tbe 
o.ctivn whioh the Chamber is asked to take tend to "promote and 
protect the general mercantile interests of this presidency P" Will 
It'' E'noourage a fl'jendly feeling among the cOUlIDeroiul classcs on all 
8ubjects involving th il' oarom n good?" Does it corne within the 
oategory of "the remo" J of all ackllowledg ·d grievances 
affecting IlM!rchants (European and nativ s) as a body or deot­
ing mercantile interests in general P" Certainly not, 1 am 
sure, gentlemen, if you will only dispassionately weigh my reasons 
and arguments, supported by tbe fact that they 111'0 based on the 
fundamental rules and l'egulations fl'amed by this Chamb r, you 
will, 1 doubt not, adopt tbe amendment proposed by Mr, Nanabhoy 
and seconded by myself. In coming to a conclusion on this impor­
tant question, I b seech you not to let your party feelings be 
roused by what indiecreet persons may bavesaid and Wl'ltten else­
where, (Applause), 

MB, SORABJEE FRAMJEE PATEL, 
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Mr. J. K. BYTHELL: Mr. Oha.irman and Gentl man-I came her~ 
this afternoon determined not to sepeak, hut after the reclhrks made 
by my friends, Mr. Nanabboy and Mr. Sorabj e, 1 Shulllil like' to 
say a few words. 'fheit' arguments, as I understand then, al' that, 
the Oham bel' has exce ded its functions, and tba.t its functions 
()ught to b limited to what they term mtla w'es ~ ing our om­
mercial welfare. 'fbey al'e also of opinion that we are Pl'oposing 
to take steps now which are likely to I'ais class pt· judie B 
and to createrac feeling. It appe,u's to me tbllt th ibamber is 
not excl) ding its functions at all, A 1;1' at muny of us have repl'c­
aentlttivcs in tb interior, and if we deal witb a weaaur which i8 
introduced into tlie Ltlgislative Oouncil afI','cting our ' w lfare uu<l 
detrimental to our intcrests, it seems to me that it 18 quite within 
our fuuotious to bring t he matt r before the Obamber of om­
merCI'!, wbioh is the only body in Bombay f pl'esenting oUt'inter­
ests. (Applause,) I tbink the t110 gentlemeQ who have just 
spoken ar' mistaKen when th·y ar inclinQd to thlt1k tbat the rcso­
Inti(lns b fore the meeting will if·passcd foster dass prtljndioee, 
Nativ geutlemcn know that we not only", lCQID tb em when tuey 
propose to join us, but we have invited tbem and asked th m to de-
80, 1 can SllY tha.t dnring the time 1 was officially oonnf'oted with. 
the Ohamb 1'1 did alII could to g t my native fl'lends to join tbe 
Ohllmbel', I have always wished to get as large a propol'tion (If 
nativ m('robauts and native g nttemen 0 nn coted ~i.th trade 
in the Ouamber as p sSlbI in order that it might be annot­
ly representative of Bombay and not merely l' pre eutative of 
1\ class; and I think tbat tu ese gentlem n will say, on 1'I'tI otion, 
that it is qllite posslble fo), \IS to bl very strongly avolse to · having, 
any of om Eu ' op~aI1 IfInployes in tb inton or tried by native magi",o 
trates where we. cannot get a European barrister, 'Even in th e caso 
of natives, Ilsee have been known in wbich men have betlD tr! d 
and convicted in the interior with respect to matters which, if tried 
in Bombay, wnuld bave I' suited immediately in an aoquittal. TlLk. 
for instance, th e old Ootton Fra.ud Act, You kno that in Dhal'­
war and in many oth~r pad,,,, of India, where there wa no pnblio 
opinion and nQ press, no,ti ,'es wore prosecuted, oonvkt d, and fined 
for mixing ootton from adjoining fiAds; and,· as I have told g n~ 
tlemen, Govemment servants, the same thing was being done h l'e 
by EuropeaJl merohants, myself included, and that th y shoul 
com ·and prosecute us in a place where we could gl't a 
barrister to d f nd our lves, Th )'e is an eXlI,mple, and a 
very iorcibl example, between th justice in a plac where you 
cannot hav a counsel to I'epl'e~ent you, wber e you bave no public 
opinion, and tb dispensing of Justioe in Bombay where you have' 
a 8tron~ PI' 88 und can mploya counsel to d f nd you. (Appl:tuse,) 
It is quite possible for us to hold a strong opinion upon this Sllbj ct 
and yet n9t be actuated by C'lass p,'ejudices, (Heal', heal',) We 
don't obj 'ct to na.tive gentlemen actlOg as magistrattls in Bomba.y 
wbeJ' th l'e is a healthy publi opinion and wbere we cnn have our 
fell w-countl'ymen 8S couns 1; and it appears to me that if race 
questions are raised, it i not tb Ohamber who is to blam', but the 
Governmcnt of India who stilred this matter up. (Appla.use.) Too 
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old state of thin~s did no harm to anybody. M.r. Macaulay thinlrl 
that the chAirman was mistaken in stating that only one gentleman 
would be affected by having these powers given to bim if the Bili ia 
pass d i but I have been informed that this is correct, and that thct-e 
18 only one gentlemllJl in the presidency on whom these larger 
powers would be conferred under the amendment if tho Bill 
was paes~d. and as ruy informant said, why stir up all this 
class pt,pjudieo and set us aU by our eu.rs in the manner that 
the Bill before the Government of India has done P (Hcar, hear) 
Witb reference to the qU~stiOll of giving more extendcd power t. 
the nntJves, T may Bay that I dtffer most materially ft'om tho chair­
JrHtU thflt this propos d extension of municipal power is a mistake. 
When the Municlpal Act under whioh our OOI'pvration now sits WllS 

introdl1('ed, we bad sixteen days consecutive debate in Poona about 
j . and I protested most stt'ongly against th inhabitants being 
a lIowen to elect one-ialf of the J»embers of the Oorpot'ation and 
BLiJl having nG power to vote their own budget. In the s:,me way 
When tIltl .Mofussil M.unicipality Bilt whioh was passed in 1873, CaDle 
011 fvr oullsidera.tion, I protested most strongly against the p ' inciple 
of tlltl .oill, and contended that so long as you had the coil ctor in 
the cll .... r, a. great many official members on the board, and all the 
non-otliUlaJs eit:Cted by the chairman, it was a farce to call it a Mu­
niclpahty at all. 1 would go in for giving the natives much more 
POW\ll' III the"e tbings, but while advooating their claims in that 
way, 1 must suy 1 do object very stronglr indeed to a European 
connecte with ow' own firms in the inte.·tor being brought up be­
fore a nativc magistrute where w cannot have the assistance of Our 
own countrymen to defend them. It Las heen spoken of as an 
anomaly that these things should exist: 1 know that this is delicate 
ground to touch on, but as a newspap r said the other day, if you 
are going to take up that argu ment, onr whole position i,n Indin iii 
an anomaly. So long as we ure in India anomalies must exist, and 
i t appears to me that the best coW'se for the Govet'nment of India 
to tuke is to leave such matters alone, unless it can cleady 
be sho"'l1 that great injust;ce is being inflicted upon somebody. In 
the CaBe of tbis Hill; it is impossible to show that injustice is being 
done. You cannot say that it is great injustice that half a dozen 
gtlntlemen invested with magisterial powers should not be permitted 
to try Ew·opeans. We contend that this Bill, if passed into law, 
instead of allaying class prejudic s, will foster them to l~ gt·eat 'ex­
tent, an 1 hope that the Government of India will be induced to 
withdraw the Bill. I hope tha the nAtive gentlemen cunuectcd 
with this Chamber will realise a.nd seC thn.t it is quite possible for 
ue to oppose this Bill aILd y t entertain very kindly feelings towards 
them and that we are always very glad to see them a.mongst lUI. 
(Appla\1~e.) 
. Mr. VRIZBHOOXHAND.s..8 ATMARAM said: As a party signing tue 
p.·otest which has just been read over to the meeting, 1 f eJ con­
.trained to say a ftlw ords so aI:I tEl explain fully tbe reasons 
-wLich have "induced to adupt this course in reference to the 
action it is intended to be taken in the namo of the BomLay 
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111'. Nanabhoy said the first intimation 'tbat 'he had received 
tbaHhe meeting was to be held was at two o'clock on Monday, &1Jd 

he was not in office at the time. 
The Ohail'mansaid that Mr. Nanabhoy went to the meeting 

quite prepared to discuss the matter and he did not see what he had 
to complain of. He was informed that the cil'culal' caJlilig the 
meeting was sent to Mr. Nanabboy's office twice. 

Mr.' Nanabhoy : My house is not far away. I am living at 
Mazagon. The circular ought to have been sent th reo (Cril!s of 

llollsense," .. absU1'd," &c.) 
. Mr. Olement Poole said: I beg to propose .. that the following 

members of the Ohamber, namely, the Chail'man of tbe Ohamber, 
MI'. M. Mowat, the Hon. W. M. Macaulay, Messrs. :8ytbeJl, Russel, 
L. R. W. Fo]'r st, Blascheck, and Ma1'8hall, be appointed a sub. 
committee, witb power to add to their number to prepare a melOO. 
rial to tbe Viceroy praying tbut .ffc)s Excellency may be pleased to 
II.bandon tbe proposed alteration in tho law.'lO At this late hour 
I would not recapitulate the remll.rks made by the previouB speak~' 
but I will say thls, that tbe names of tbe committee read out to yo~ 
nre a sufficient guarantee that the memorial which will be pl'esentcd 
to Govel'nwent will be drawn up with modemtion and good sense 
and will be free from expressions which have reached us from othe; 
places. (Applause.) 

Mr. Billst)heck said : I seClOnd the re80lution. I ,betain from 
making any furtullr l' marks at thi8 late honr. • 

The proposition was then put to thE' meeting and carried. 
A Tote of thankli to the Ohairman concluded the pro,?eedinglJ . 

• 
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It may perhaps be argued that the Native Jurisdiction 
Bill was affirm d by the executive, and tbat it was supporled, 
as the mOVbr of the Bill expressly declared, by an ovet'wh lru. 
ing con en us of opinion. Was it? Take the calle of Sir 
Ashl y Ed.en, a man far too shrewd to hastily commit himself 
to any such vi w. Nothing can be more cautiouq than hill 
express and carefully-worded r commendation that the 
proposal should be ' considerej whenev r, at any future 
occasion, a fitt!ng opportunity should n.t-is. It would 
be idle to affirm that any ~uch occasion has aristlJl. On 
the contrary, tbe complete Act had only a month 
previously come into force with all the real amendments which 
twenty years' experitmce bad showu to be needed j and pre. 
eedent an<l common decency alike required that bona fide ob. 
jections to tbe Act, as it stood d.t it,s last revision, should be 
shown bi actual experirnce. But the greed of popularity is like 
the greed of wealth-qui diVe8 fieri V1~lt, et vito flUlt jieri,-and thi" 
is the only interpretation which plain men will put u p"ln the 
attempt to tinker the substantive' law of the land only a few 
weeks afteT it had been deliberately and, as it was hoped, 
finally passed. The true value, the real signification of this 
vaunted consensus of opinion we have recently discussed. To 
say nothing of the weighty dissents which the correspondence 
actually disclo es, it is 'Open to remark that the High Court at 
Calcutta was not consulted at all, and that, short of aetua.! 
pressure, the strongest possibl inducements were held out in 
tbe circular ~ent round to the Local Governments to ensure an 
opinion in a particdar direction. We trust tha.t this circular at 
a.U event is a new depal'ture without precedent or 8uccessor, for 
we shall be much surprised if it does not provoke comments that 
will preveut its recurrence. It was only after the Government of 
India had alto!!ether prejudged the points of issue that it asked 
to be .. favoured" with the views of itl assorted correspondent •. 
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Wha.t is the nlue of OptOlOns 80 elicited from II. 'fe", offi. 
cia.ls, who of late years have been carefully tutored in the view 
that (~oncurrence is the royal road to promotion? ' What , lot· 
tempt was ma.de to get any independent opinion from thole 
who hlLd ;eal interests.at sta.ke-from the planters in A.ssam or 
Behar, or from the many sCI~Ltered European who in other 
parts of India are beginning to initiate a new era of i~du8tr\al 
progre 8? These are the men who are rea.lly interested in the 
measure. Their lives and fortunes are cast in this Icountry, 
and no flourish of rhetorical commonplace about anomalies, 
or the merit of symmetrioal legislation ~ill blind them 
to the fact that it is upon tnem the realt burden of the 
measure will fall, or reconcile th~rn to the 10s8 of those privi. 
leges which they most value. "A.lterations or laws and au tom 
and the 'breaking of privileiis" have been declared on high 
authority to be the most pot nt cau es of discontent as well &I 

" Whatsoever in offending people joineth and knitte,h them in 
II. common cau e." Let the Go\'ernm nt weigh these things 
aud retire fr?m the false position they have so incons~derately 

assumed. If they want honest opinion let them consult 
the right persons in the right way. Let them remember that 
popular agitation always outruns reason, "and that it is sorry 
8tatesmanship to excite race antagonism for an object which 
those whom it is hoped to conciliate do not really want._ Above 
all let them consider well how the machinery of the adminis. 
tra.tion can be 90 improved, as in future to minimise action not 
COD sis tent with the interests of the administration as a whole. 

March 2. 
It is a. suggestivi commentary upon Lord Kimberley'. 

mention in tbe Hou e of Lords of the "eminent authorities" 
at home who approve of the N ati ve Jurisdiction Bill, tha.t 
when first propoRed to the India Oouncil in London the mea­
BurE! met with strong opposition so much so, as we learn from 
privJ.te source , that Lord Hartington, the then Secretary of 
State, undertook to represent pri vat.ely to the Viceroy the da.nger , 
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of driving 'his coach too f!\St. The Government at hom will now 
be in a po itiou to judge of the eff I't in' Indi!lo of Lord Ripon's 
" brAathless benevolence," to quote the wOI·d of an English 
newspaper. The meeting held in Oalcutta ye terday must 'on­
vince even Lord Kimberley 'that something more is needed than 
the opinions of "eminent au thorities" to pass an Act which has 
aroused ev n phlegmatic Anglo-Indians to a pitch of enthu­
sia.sm unprecedented in the history of this country. 

We are not lihly to be accusoo by anyone who bas 
followed what we ·hav written on tho sub]' eet of an q 

undue partiality" for the said Jurisdiction Bill. Th re 
is the less reason therefore that we should shrink from 
admitting anything that can be urged in its favour by 
those who uphold the measure-IL minority small ind .c.d 
in numbers, but unquel!ltionably entitled to a rellpoctful 
hearing. After along course of discullsion, as every day exp -
rie~ce teachcs, arguments and objections are apt to run in 
circles end the point arriv 9 when nothing further can 
be gaiued by controver y. If this point ha9 not yet been 
reached in the present case, it iR owing to tho f <:t 
that the advocates of Mr. Ilbel't's Bill have so far ha.d 
their say only in the disadvantageo'ls form of cut-and-dried 
statements, and it is ea.sily cnnceivable, that had they 
enjoyed a gr atel' latitudp of expression than the official 
style of composition generally allows of, they might have 
a.ppealed more convincingly to the public mind. So far, how­
ever, one fails to discover in what is commonly said in behalf of 
the measure, anything more than what has been already ad­
vanced in t1)e papers published, allli, as 'we believe, fully met. 
There is some forc6' of course in the argument thu.t if a. na.tive 
officer is cap ble of exercising the immense powers of magisttu.te 
of a. district, and is fi ted to be entrusted with the government 
of perhaps a. million souls, he is also fitted to try the 
few Europeans that may be brought ' uJ! before him, and 
that it i. an indignity a.a well a.a an anomaly that such 
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a. mll.D should be obllg d to make over these' C~Seo9 to­
his subordinate. But though this IOll.y be readily admitted, 
it. does not tend in the least to sbake the primary objection of 
Sir Ja.mes Stepben that it is not the feelings of the Judge that 
have to be considered, but of those that come nder his juris~ 
diction. If the ground is sbiftt>d to the inequality involved, 
the argument becomes still less tenable, [tend we ha e an aUS\Ver 
in the practices of the law. ourts them elves. While tile 
Governor. General of India is liable to be called as a witnes in 
the courts which various native genU meOt of different degrees 
are exempted from attending, it is impos~ibie to attu.ch much 

( 

weight to the plea for abstrttct equality. t ill truth the 
"anomaly" argument has been ~o of tell expo ed thltt it is need­
less to waste words upon it. 

There is more point, undoubtedly, in what is said of the 
a.dminstrative inconveniences to which the pl' (Wt system 
give~ rise. While native offieers are incapable of helLriug cbal"es 
against Europeans, they cannot well be posted to stlLtion' 

. wh~t'e suoh cases are likely to come up-stations, for instance, 
sllch as Dacca or Chittagong. But gmnting jJlis it is as dOll bt­
ful as ever' wh tiler the alter.Ltion of the law \Vould work any 
real rem dy. Though it might be legal that native magistrates. 
should sit in tl'ia.l on Europeans, it would remain practi­
cally inexpedient, and every wise GovernmeuL would recognise 
it to be so. The fact moreover that the Government of B ngal, 
which is most concerned with t,he inconveniences complained of, 
is opposed td the propos d change, may be tJl.kell a.s a uffici.(,rlL 

answer to the arguments found don tll e e grounds. Finally, 
th re is the familial' st,ory of necessity: the oft. repeated a.l'gll­

m6ut that the g neral' driEt of our policy has got so far in a sO-
iating the p ople of the conntry wlth its Govel'Ulllent thn,t dis. 

tinctions such as the present are DO longer posl!lible; Il.nd thil!l 
liue of reasoning is the ho1rdel' to meet from its genel'ally fio(liJlg 
refuge in the misty ~bstractions which obscure the horizon 
where politicil and moru.lity meet. But though it is paJpablQ tha.t. 
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the admission of nativo. into all bra.nohes of the Government 
se .... ice and to tho Covenanted Oivil Service in pn.rtioula.r, must 
give rise to m&ny embarra.lements as time oes on and brings 
tbem to tbe higher posts in their seTeral depa.rtment , it is quite 
another tbi1lg to maintain tbat the solution of tIle diffioulty lios 
in leyelling eaoh obstruotion that oomes up ~ith the engines of 
the Legisla.tive Department.. Until som.e better reasons oon ll(~ 

put forward for the propo ad am ndmant oftb Civil Procedur , 
the pllblio will continue to beli v that it is no more ofI.lled for 
now than when it was thrown out of t},e Council ten years ag , 
and the a.lmost ludicro~ ly in equate motive tba.t has been 
38signed for the G8vermnent's ~tion in the mattor will belp to 
keep them in countenance. 

MarchS. 
It has long been acknowledged in political circles a.t borne 

that enth usili.m about India and its concerns is a mistake of the 
grave t kind, and one calculated to interfere seriously with a 
man's su~e8s in public life. An uthusiast only too often do. 
generates into a bore long before his mis ion is a.o<lomplished: if 
his natural talents save him, fromt bis fate he not improba.bly be. 
comes that prince of political prigs a doctrinaire, Now 
s, bore is never tolerated, but a doctrinaire ma.v sometimes he 
listened to patiently if the snbject.matter of his disoourse ex. 
cites sympathy or even interest in the minds of those whom ho 
seeks to instruct; BO long as he is in touch with hie listeners 
his views may not prove absolutely unpalatable. Should it 
chance, however, that the subjects enlarged upon are 
foreign the ideas of his audience, but one result is 
possib e : p8,8sive indifference if not active oonttlmrt on the onG 
side and !lullen do 1ma.tism on the other arise sooner or Ia.ter, 
and a. mutual understa.nding becomes impossible. Indian 
aJfo.irs are, unfortunately, far remove J froUl the observa.tion vf 
the ordinary politicilloo in England, n.ud tllUB it has happellod 
that the enthusiasts who have undertaktlD to guido, pubhc 
ol'inion upon subjects connected wiLh Iudia. hI\. e UecOWtI were 
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doctrinaires and have received but aeant attention on pla.ttorm. 
and in Parliament. 'Tbey dogmatiso in and out of season, ana 
are voted utter failures by friends and foes alike. One hal 
only to be present in the House on an Indian Budget night to 
realise how complete is the indifftlrence with w 'ch 0 r legis. 
la.tors regard everything Indian. So long as snug sinecures or 
ma.nufacturing interests are not threatened, they show ,per. 
fect apathy towards that "great Eastern Empire" which 
the,... stlmetimes refer to in a peroration, or lightly 
touch upon in debates regarding the safety of tho SU'3Z 

Ca.na.l, or Russia's advance in C ntral Alia. It is not wonder. 
ful, therefore, thttt there is a. lack of enthusi sm upon Indian 
affairs in English political ~ircle8, and tha.t even statAsmen 
of tried ability and assured popularity shrink from too inti. 
mate association with questions which the doctrinaires have 
made their own. 

It may be taken &8 a fact that subjects upon w.bich Parlia­
ment shows indifference are unfamiliar a.nd even distasteful tu 
the general body of the English p~ople. With .pur active 
polit.ical intelligence and combative instincts in a.ll that 
tQUches our national pride there is intermixed a certain ele­
ment of selfishness; and. we are only too apt to look 
upon current events in India and the Colonies from the stand· 
point of p!I.l'ochial interests, What can India concern parlia­
ment or the English people when Ireland is on the verge of 
anarchy ? What interest ca.n be excited regarding the opium 
revenue or +.;b.e depreciation of the rupee when there is a quea­
t ion of a xtra penny lieing imposed on the Income Tax? 
Pa.rliament says at once that its duty is to deal with ma.tter. 

hich affect the irr.medio.te welfare of the moth r country, and 
the world which moves within the British Isles endorses thia 
'-riew, Public attention refuses to lie attracted by wha.t it con· 

illers a wiU-o' -the-wisp, a.nd India. is for~ottcn save bV the few 
whos sympathy may have been keenly excited by her troubles. 

It i~ t.herefore all the pleasant to note that, for once, the 
selfish f'!c liu g of which we have spoken has been put a.aide; 
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and that in' tMs burnin question of native jurisdiction over 
Europeans, which Mr. Ilbefot.'s Bill has ca.lled into life, there i 
being shown in Engm.nd an ea.rnestuCt of purpo e and an in. 
tAnsityof argument which we were Bcarcely prepu,l'ed for. When 
the newl first reached London Parlilloment had not met, uut ·the 
prominence given by the Timea to tho' latest phase of Lord 
Ripon's policy in India at once attracted notice and stimulated 
discussion. 'l'he leading jou.rnal condemned in the s vercet 
terms the proposal of the Indian executive, and its note of 
alo.rm was re-echoed by two sueh influentillil organs as the 
Bt. Jame,', Gaui'e atfd the Daily Tele<Jraph. The Minis. 
terial papers, the lJaily News attd the Radical Pall MaU Ga.ette, 
were studiou ly silent; they eithe'" did not understand t,he (ull 
purpc,rt of the measure or were loth to a.cL the part of apologists 
in the face of the determined .a.ttack ma.de upon the Indian 
authorities. What they have ventured to sa.y since the lUllilof 
the 9th of F~brua.ry left London we cannot yet tell, but this at 
least is certain that the position taken up by tbe 1linU!8 and tbe 
joumals whie;h followed its lead has enormously strengthened 
tlie agitatr;n in India itself. The Liberal Ministry ha.v6 IIolready 
taken the alarm, for whereas Mr. Oross said only teu dl\ys ago 
tha.t the Home Government did not intend to delay the 
proposed reform by referring the maLter to Parliament, Lord. 
Kimberley ha.s since stated that the Bill would not pus 
through its fina.l 8tage until November, and that meanwhile 
papers would be furnished to the House. There can be no 
doubt that this conoo8sion is mainly due to the opposition 
raised in Engla.nd itself, for the agitation in India. would bo 
PQwerless unles8 it had been deeply sympathized with f~t bomo. 

It is 80me cODsolo.tion to know, then that in spite of tbl) 
unwillingness,)f public men in England to risk their reputa.­
tions by ta1tin~ up Indian subjects, there are occasions on 
which nationn. feeling may be so thoroughly a.roused tllat our 
statesmen cannot sit by &ilent and inert. The present is 
8uch ... n occlI.8ion, and we doubt not that for the noxt f w 

weeks India will claim great a.1tention at the Iiltnd of both 
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political Partiea. Her affll.ira will for. tho time being pu. 
from under the control of the doctrinaire" and Parliame -
tary borea, and will be discussed with all that acumen and 
tenau:ity of purpose wbich ar so cbll.racteristic of tho EngliBh 
people. Anglo-Indiana will no longer leem atrens in the 
eyo. of their kinsfolk in tbe old country, and ties which 
have often been stra.ined almost to breaking will once again 
become strong and enduring. The enthusiasm may die away 
as rapidly as it has been excited, but there will at least he 
leti behind the feeling that after an, the Englishmen who ha e 
made India their home have claims \ll>0n their countrymen 
in Europe which cannot be abr3ga.tod.a.t theewill of a Secretary 
of State or calmly let aside by·tbe dictum of .). Viceroy. 

Mar.h 5. 
The sight which 'Was witnessed in Calcutta on Wednesday 

lttst, stands, happily almost alone in thp history of the 
British In(lian Administration. For the first time, certa.inly, 
~itbin the memory of living man, the Viceroy 05 India. is 
confronted with the entire body of Europeans in the countrv. 
It would be idle to suggest that the assembly was not iu 
the highest sense of the word Tepresenta.tive. The Chairman 
spoke of piles of sympathising telegrams from every part of 
the country; the Calcutta hotels were crowded with Euro­
}IOaUS who bad flocked in from the ml'fus8il for the purpose 
of being pl'esent on the occasion, and the tone of the meeting 
W8.S unmistakeable-a tone of determined opposition and 
emphatic condemnation. The speakers spoke as men who knew 
that their sentiments were re-echoed, not only in the hearts 
of the vast multitude before them, but in a thousand re­
mote quarters, where Englishmen were watching with anxiety 
tb progress of a. measure, which they are firmly convinced to 
bl' unnecessary, impolitic, and unjust. Mr. Keswick and Mr. 
HI'ullsnn were with excellent judgm nt., seJected for the principal 
speakers of tho day the one the b st poslihJe representative of 
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the clan .of European., whole capital energy and skill a.re 
covering the country with industrial enterpris , th. 0"- .. 
f(entleman, noted not leu for hi forensic a.bility th .. n the bene­
volence of hili character, and his high standa.rd of honor, and 
morality. Ha spoke from the heart, and his words went to the 
ht'&rts of all who hea.rd him. Gentlemen, in Mr. K wick's a.nd 
Mr. Branson's position have exceptional opportunities of Know­
ing the real administrative history of the country, the real public 
of)iniOD, tho feelings which arise not from theory, study, or 
sentiment, but from the practiClloI experience of every.da.y life. 
Their constituents come from all classp.s, a!ld are connected with 
the most varied inj,erests. Mr. Branson had occasion only 
few weeks a.go, to appea.r in :hir. Gupta's court, ud hi. 
own experience informs him how far Englishmen in til 
mofussil would b. wis. in wa.iving the right, which they 
have i~herto enjoyed, of "being tried by their country­
men, in favor of gentlemen of Mr. Gupta.'s stamp; and 
Mr. Keswic 's and Mr. Bra.nson's opinion is, we venture to laY, 
t.h~ uIl9-nimous conviction of all Europeans, who pave lived in 
the countl-y, who know what a mofusllil magistrate's court rean,. 
is, and who are cognizant of the innumorll.ble side influences 
that are brought to bear upon a native offioial, emb/:lrraBsing 
bis action, clouding his judgment, and. imperilling his imparti­
ality. Independence of character is a. qua.lity which, ditBcult 
enough to find in an European, is really unknown in ordinary 
circles of native life. But the magistrato, who haa to dea.l with 
the case of an European tried on a criminal charge, baa need of 
no inconsiderable independence. He mU8t shake himself free of 
eTery prejudice of class, race, and ra.nk; he must be a.ble to tum 
a deaf ea.r to the seduction of ocial flattery on the one hand, or 
the hinted displeasure of 0. po rful neighbour on the other. 
He must ha.ve a. doop.rooted sense of jUlLtice in the highest &onle, 
and a r.ode G·f honour under which the slightest defection from 
the highe8t standa.rd becomefl an indelible disgrlWe. Theee quali­
ties EDgl~hmen find or believe that . they find in the 
Euro]>can officia.ls "before whom ach of us is liable, by 
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the accident. of life, to Btand on biB. trial. Bat wJll tho 
wildest of flatterers tell the average native official that he 
i. regarded , by his own countrymen or by anyone elsb, 
as endowed to at all the same degree 80S his European 
COUDterpart with these inestimable qualiLies? It ia po.infol 
to say 80 ; it is offensive to every cannon of good t.aste a.nd 
right feeling to Il.$sert in plain language the superiority of one 
race to another. The blame must rest on those who have pro­
voked the invidious comparison, and hn.ve naces8itatcd the 
outspoken declaration of facts which all parties might well be 
content, and have for so many years beeU' content, to lflave in 
qpnvenient and decorous obscuri~. But if t fact is called in 
question by a proposal to carry into practical effect a plan 
baaed on absolute nationa.l equality, it becomes nece8j,Jary' for 
Englishmen, who have to live in India, and whose children are 
likely to follow their example, to state in unmistakable terms 
their convictions on the subject. l'his is what the Caloutta com· 
munity, representinjit the principal assemblance of Europeans in 
India and by far the largest planter's mt.erest, have resolved to 
do, and the meeting of Wednesday left no room for doubt as to 
what th'ey mean to say. • It woul<1 be premature to speculate on the particular man· 
ner in which the Government will retire from a position which 
practical experience has demonstI(l.ted to be untenable. 
Whether the matter will be allowad to drop for tho present, 
and so lapso into convenient oblivion j or whether a. convenient 
order will arrive from the Secretary of State, recommending that 
with a. view to the existing public opinion on the tilt­

ject, the Bill is not to be further proceeded with or whether the 
Viceroy will have the ma.nly frankness to acknowledge that the 
proposed change wa,s not warranted by the convictions of the 
Europea.n ('ommunity, it is certain that somehow or other the 
mattur must be shelved. We should be sorry to pay the 
Viceroy's good sense so poor a compliment as to suppose it 
possible that he o.nd his supporters (and it is believed that 
they form bu' a. baro majority of the Council) intend to persist 
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ill a «:OU1'8e' which every Europea.n of e%perience in t.he country 
emphat.ically condemns. The apostle of self.go"cmlDent muat 
pay some def~rence to th.e wishes of the mo t intelligent and 
educated class in the country as to a m&tttlr which, so nearly 
touches its feelings and 80 seriously rouses ita alarms. It 
would be monstrous if, at the moment when every villager in 
Bengal is beir.g summoned to 0. share in public life, a.nd to an 
expre~sion of op,inion as to his wants and Wlshes. Englishmen 
alonc should be forced to accept II. change in the law which 
they vehemently dislike, and for which no sing19 reason tha.t 
will bear a.n instant"s scrutiny has been adduced. There 
is good reason ? to believe'l that a. powerful minority­
and one which has on its siela the authority of pro.ctical 
experience-01>ject vehemently to the proposed change, 
a.nd have recorded dissents, which in the cour8e of time, 
will no d ubt see the light. We shall al80, no doubt, leara 
bereafter what i8 tbe opinion of the Lieut.enllut·Govel"llor ?f 
Bengal and of the High Court Judges. who it appears strange 
to say have not boon consulted on a. matter, on whioh ibis 
certa.in th~t they would, one and all, have an opinion to deliver. 
Already there is a mass of weighty official opinion on record 
in opposition to .the change. The only two MelJl\J(ars of 
the Madras Government who know anything of the country, 
deprecate th.e proposed innovation as unnecessary and 
dangerous. Even Mr. Grant Duff, though defending its logical 
justice, regrcts its ultime!y introduction. Mr. J. D. Sandford 
8I1dMr. A Howell, officials of the highest standing, join in an 
emphatic condemnation. On the other hand, we ha.ve the 
promptingll of philo ophic radicalism, t~at lofty indifference 
to publio opioion which is the frequent characteri.tic 
of a certain type of the modern Liberal-that jaunty 
con"idion tha.t the disciple. of Mr. Gla.dstone, and the 
admiren of Mr. Chamberlain, can never be wrong, and 
tha.t tbe dissentient portion of BOciety are the victims of pre­
judice a.lld stupidity. English Liberals have had seveoraJ rude 
awa.kenings, and we hope that the presellt lesson will not be 
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thrown away upon atateimen who soom 
the ahores or the Ga.nges, some of the most dangereus of til 
modern pmitie&l habits of thought and action, whi9h in Elli!la.nd 
have led so man) members of the Libera.l party to rl)ga.~ the 
la.nguage and actions of its leaders with aPtVehenllion and 
amazement. 

March 7. 
BBlIl~THLESS BENEVOLENOE.-A cynical ob'Jerv r at the 

recent Trades' Dinner at Oalcutta made a. remark whieh tho 
bystanders, at the moment, took for ~nothing better tha.n a. 
sneer, but which subsequent eve~t8 ha.ve proTed to have been 
an especially sa.gacious forecast>. "I give Lord Ripon," -he said. 
as the plaudits earned by the Hon'ble Kl'istodas Pal's panegyric 
on t.he best of all possible Viceroys were still rU;gmg through 
,the Town Hall, "J give Lord Ripon six months to become the 
most unpopula.r Viceroy that ever came to India." ;.,rhe irony of 
]'lI.te decreed that within a. fortnight the sa.me building shoulJ 
be filled by the largest, noisiest, angriest assemblage of English. 
men that Oalcutta has ever seen, gathered for th; expre 8 

purpose of declaring-or, to follow the oho6ce la.nguage of tho 
principal orator of the occasion-" swearing" undying hostil. 
ity to a measure which may perhaps more than any other be 
regarded as symbolizing Lord Ripon's policy. The beha.viour 
of mus-meetings is not usually discreet or iligllified, and tho 
units of whioh the mass of Wednesday was composed 
did their best to sink to the appropriate level .of 
violence a.nd indecorum. The wild yells with which the 
Da.me of the proposer of the obnoxious measure wa.s greeted 
-tbecheers which followed upon each fresh outburst of violence 
or insult.-the insano proposal, which ha.d at one time soma 
cba.nce of being carried into action, of marching en MaBie to 
Government House a.nd singing "Rule Brittania" under the 
windows of a ruler unpa.triotic enougb to suggest t.hat the 
freedom of Britons should be imperilled in a native tribunal­
a.nd la.stly the repentant reaction, in which Mr. Dra.nson, ha.ving 
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dOne his ' best to la.sh himself and his audience into a fury. 
writes the next morning to bemo n the improp~ty of his 
more voilent· tirades,-ali the e not particularly pleasa.nt 
or dignified phenomena point in a single direction, nam ly, to a 
degree of angry pxcitement, infla.med by mutual contagion and 
stirred by opportune circumstance into a mood in which eommOll 
'ilense and common dectlncy were for the moment swamp d, and 
peakcrs and h'larer alike forgot every thing hut the necessity 

for a vi91 nt demonstration. Such la.p es from the good nature 
and good sense of the average Englishman a.re to be expected 
when a sufficient number of aR-gry Englishmen assemble for 
the purpose of asturin~ each other and the world .bow very 
angry they are, and what ex~ellent reasons they have for 
-their anger. But after eliminating every phrase which the 
a.ppeal from Philip drunk to Philip sober would condemn, we 
shall still find in the rhetoric and arguments of the speakers a­
solid residu m of corumon se~se and justifiable sentiment, 
whjch, ascertained Il.B it is to be the general sentiment of the 
communi~_ , no sane Government can venture to ignore. It is 
quite impossible for Lord Ripon to take a step which would 
place him in permanent and irreconcilable hostility to the entire 
non-official class of Europeans in India and to a large proportion 
of his own officialS. No Viceroy has ever occupied this 
odious position, and we may be sure that Lord Ripon will 
not choose and if he did choose, would not be allo,ved, to ' 
occupy it. Such an estrangement would be a real misfortune. 
A conscientious, honorable and gen~l gentleman earnestly bent 
on doing' his best for the good of the country has too much in 
common with all that is be t among Englishmen in India to 
a.lIow oftheir permanently occl' pying hostile camps. For that 
very reason it i worth while to analyze the causes of the present 
rupture, and explain why Lord Ripon finds himself suddenly at 
arm's length with the entire body of his countrymen. The 
main reason is, of course, their belief that, in the removal of 
au a.nomaly, or. illogicality, a sentimental grievance or, some-
hing equally , inta.ngible, & privilege, which the practical ex-
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perience of Mofueeil life hll.8 ta.ught Englishmen to "consider of 
the hightest importance, WII.8, without hesitation, without regret, 
a.nd without any previous inquiry that deserved the na.me, to be 
Iwept a.wa.y. The mere statement of ~uch a belief is enough to 
Ihow how much there is in jt which Englis"hme&o.JVould dislike 
and fear, For one thing, the enquiry was a sham of the worst 
possible description, The view of the Government of India. 
was expressed in explicit terms, and the LO<J!l.l Governmen~s" 

were merely paid tha barren compliment of being allowed to 
offer a few remarks previous to the Govel'llment taking .. 
action on the policy so categorically announced. The framer of 
the eircular had not even the candour to sup Jlement Mr. Gup­
ta's one· sided statement by a air !t.caount of the quest.ion or 
even the publication of the excellent speeches ill which Sir 
James Stephen and others supported the existing arrrang m nt 

.-Mr. Gupta:s statement of the case was unfair, even in an a.d. 
vocate, but it was really disgraceful when adapt d by the 
Government as an adequate ' explanation of the points 
in question. Mr. Gupta "contend himself with merely 
appending a few extracts" from the speecht:'s which hap'fJen d 
to favour his arguments, and 'naturally omitted those which 
conclusively demonstrated ita futility: nor, naturally enough, 
did he think it necessary to state that Sir George Campbell, 
thou'gh ultimately supporting Mr. Ellis's amelldment, stated 
that he "had seldom ((reater difficUlty in making up his mind," 
and that the motion" involv d matters of sentiment wit,h which 
it was very difficult to deal; " and that the Commander-in-Chief 
expressly moved and amendment of Ms own, cutting out tho pro. 
vision which enabled Ma.gistmtes of the first ola B being J usticea 
of the Peace a.nd European British subjects t.o try European 
:British subjects and impose imprisonment for three months and 
a. fine of a thousand rupees. His ErceUency reinforced hiB 
amendment by adducing several instance, which in his opinion 
showed the danger of allowing any Magistrate, of whatever 
nationllolity, to try an European- British Bubject. Nothing of 
all this appears in the GQvernment of India's circular not.e 
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what dOIl8 appear is tha.t the Government has n. Rtrong rr con­
ceived vi w on the nbject, intend to act upon t.hat viow, rnd 
merely invite an expr sion of opinion previous to pro ding t 
action. Was it likely that a careful or outsp k n answ r would b 
given to a qu tion 0 a k d? "~t cantare par II et r spond r 
parati" is, it i to b fared, a to faithful ac oun of su bor­
dinate administrations, who know that what i ,,:n.nt d at he d. 
quarters is a loyal acquiesc nc in an a.lready BettI d policy . 

. The main cause of irritation and alarm, however, Ii 
d eper thflO the mode in which the mell ur was initiated, 
Lord Ripon has for lon'g past b en shaking th confidenc f 
]~uropean in hi practical sagacity. He was waft d out to 
ilndia by a tempestuouB wave 0"1: triumph .nt Libera.lisUl, and 
thoughtful Englishmen from that day to this ha.ve been r aliz­
ng holY much of I'll hoess, shallowness and un wisdom ther wa. 
in the na.t ional selltiment of that periGd and in the policy whiett­
it imtuf,turat , LordRipon CfLme out to ·lodil1, pledged by the 
ra hness of hi leaders, to restore to the Vernacular Press, the 
liberty of .. pr aching treason, and to retreat from the advantago 
ground which the great majority of authoriti 0 lOn id r d it 
mperative on us to hold at Kandahar. ince then he ha.!I 
given free reiu to that impulsive benevolence which is the -easy 
virtue of amiable and short-sighted natures. He has listenod 
with too credulous an ear to the glib compliments of servil~ 
panegyrists. 'l'h multitude whose vanity he flattered, and 
who restl ssne his chemes and promises gratified, have kept 
him in a fool's paradiso of adulation. He has be n a snnd by III 
hundred congratulatory committees that his reign is a new epoch 
in India.n history; that none 0 his predec SS01'S bas understood 
the real wants of India.; that the stern regime of unsympathetic 
repr'e&sion had, under his auspiCt's, given place to an era. of 
benevolence and enlightenm nt, of eqnal laws, of pirsonal froo­
dom, of intelligent self-government. Every new eoncession 
has been he signa.l fol' a fre h outburst of tha.nksgiviDg 
and . a.ppla.use. The reluotant a.ssent, the hinted distl'll t, 
the open disapproval of more experienced and .:autious 
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councillors have been more and more neglected. Tlie V iceror 
of India is to a large extent despotic, and it is asy for 
a despot to silence opposition or to disregard it. All went 
merry 11.8 a marriage feast j none the less the cynical gUllst at 
the Trades' Dinne! and those whom he repr nts, grew 
more and more cynical j the sneers becn.me louier and 
more frequent; the belief in Lord Ripon as a cool-beaded, 
far-sighted and calmly-judging sta~esman leS9 and less. 
Educated Englishmen stand aghast when schem s, hot 
and fresh from the Secretariat brain, are launched with • all the easy assura.nce of ng-established success, and 
when the rulers of India consider thae for a thing to 

~ " 

be anomalous is sufficient to condemn it. At last Lord 
Ripon's careor of triumph has brought him into direct 
collision with his countrymen on a matter ab<'ut which they 
cnecessarily know a great more than he does, and as to which 
their convictions and feelings lie very deep. He ha COllcen­
trated upon himself an amount of distrust, dislike and dis. 
approval, the like of which certainly no one now in. lndia can 
recollect. He has now to learn by practical experience that in 
politics as in war • 

"No feat 
Is bolder than & brave retreat"-

~nd when that retreat has been, as we trust it soon may be, 
safely effected, the rulers of India will, it may be hoped, be 
content to march with more cautious feet and on a less 
ambitious course-to have somewhd.t more regard for the 
ta.me lessons of experience, to feel, somewhat less scornful of 
feelings, convjctions, and even prejudices, which are at any 
nte the outcome of practical acquaintance with the country 
and its inha.bitants-to suffer even" an anomaly" gla.dly so 
long IllS it works no real inju tice and produces no real incon. 
venience-in fact to do as a long series of great statesmen in 
India have don in times past--r alize of how many discordant 
elements Indian sooiety consists, and by bow many contending 
infi'lences its equilibrium is maintained, and to reform when 
reformation is shown to be not only theoretica.lly deslrable, bat 
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practically' expedient flnd possible. It is upon these liu s that 
great, good a.nd benevolent men have governed India. ,f,ord 
Ripon must be content to follow in their step, to ob erve the 
same caution and submit to the samo restrictions, and, doing 
so, he will, we sincerely trust, comma.nd not only the applaus 
of the native community, but the respect and esteem of his 
fellow-countrymen. 

March 8. 
The preliminary meeting which took ph1.ce at Allahabad' on 

'l'uesday last, of Which we giv some parti0111ars in :moth r 
column, may se e a useful purpose as the nuel us of a b itor 
organized gathering hereafter, ' should the attitude of the Gov­
ernment at the meeting of the Legislative Council to-morrow 
point to the necessit.y of invitivg our 1l1rge and scattered com. 
munity to a general demonstration. There seeUlS not much 
object to in. the tone of the speakers lone of them, ind d 
is said to ha.ve made a well-timed allusion to the claims of 
the n~tives of this country to generous consideration, 
which deserves to have been more fully r ported: although 
his reference to the want of independence of the GOTOrn. 
ment officials for having absented themselves from a met· 
ing which they would obviously have been indecorous in 
attending, was unfortllD&te. It would have been well, perhaps, if 
a Memorial, now in course of signature, a copy of which 
has be.en published in a Calcutta paper, had emanated 
from a ' Committee appointed by the meeting, instead of 
being circulated in advance of it. The Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce may be readily acknowleged as the proper 
centre of organised resistance to the obnoxious Bill; but 
ar~, perhaps, inadequate judges of the attitude in connel:­
tion with it w ich, we may safely say, all but an insignificant 
minority of the European inhabitants of these provinces would 
desire to see observed. The local circumstances which ~eem to 
have lent peculia.r bi terness to the langua.ge of the recent 
Calcutta meeting are, happily, absent here. In the North. West 
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Provinces the native community have no desire whate'ter to tl'es- . 
pua upon the constitutional privileges of Englishmen lin this 
country. They are absolutely indiffert'nt to the possessIon of the 
C08tly bauble which the Government is in such baste to present 
them with. Their relationR with their European fellew-suhjectEl 
are relations of mutual tru t and esteem. The mILintenance of a 
resolute opposition to the Bill is quite consis~ent with calm 
and dignified language, and of a studious avoillance in di cuss­
ing i't of one single word or allusion that can wd.ntonly wound 
the feelings of our native ~eighbour , or tend to intensify the 
strifo already provoked and alwa s to be sincerely deplored. 

o 

The invitation tlj the Eur p&an and Angln-Indiau community 
of AIl&habad to be present at a. preliminary moeting at the Mayo RaU, 
on 'l'uesday evening last, to protlo'Bt against the propos d amendlncnt 
of the Criminal Procedure Code, so fa.r as it affects the jurisdiction of 
natives over British-born ~ubjects, wa.s responded t o by a goodly num­
ber, thero being between 200 a.nd 300 peopllj present. · l'ho following iii 
a report ofthe proce dings:-

Ma. SOO'l'T-HoWELL, Barrister-at-La.w, having been vote~ ·to the • 
Chair,and the notice conv ning the meeting having heen read, tbe 
eillcted Chairman proceoded to state exhaustively the ~otives for wbich 
the assembly were met t?gether. The subject itself and the manner in 
wbioh it hl\s been alrea,iy examined and disseoted, led necessarily to' 
much recapitulation and going over old ground. Mr. Rowell, in tern. 
parate but indignant language, went on to shoW' that this" Black Act," 
as he emphatically termed it, was being literally thrust upon the peoplo, 
being wa.rranWd neither by any inconvenience experienced in the ad­
ministra.tion of justice, nor being asked for by tbe very natives who~ iii 
11'808 presumably to benefit. R e said that it was stated in support of tb~ 
proposed amendm nt tbat the law as it stood was an anom ly. Granted 
that it was, WD.lj it the only anoma.ly that cxisted jn the law i' R~ could 
aa:JUre the meeting that ~n every page of our Indian Code anomalies 
would be .found calling equally for reform as that which Watl 80 dear' to 
them and which they were met to upbold. If there must be reform OD 

thia plea., let all anomalies be swept away. but would, it not be a. greater 
. ~oma.ly than any now existing, if this measure were to . pass into 

law, that the na.tive women of this country would be keld exempt from 
appearing in Courts of law, protected , by their veil, that non-descript 
thing ca.lled a p1&rdah., while our gentle women, no matter bow beautiful 
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. 
and young, 'no matter 'how rl'ltJned and modeRt and delicate,· must 
be compelled to appear in a nati 0 00urt bllfor a native Judge 
and with raised v il. Was it thought that jUlltic WI\8 at present 

. being inadequately administer d by European Judg s P Or 
was there a dea.rth of such European Judges? Or wure the 
cases demanding Criminal Jurisdiction ovar British·born subjects 
80 numerous as to retard justic or cause inconveni nce in the adminis­
tration of it P If not, hy then should it b conceded to t1Je pride and 
arrogance and self-conceit of th nativ s that th y should bav domi­
nion overus P Was it a sentim ntal pr judice for which they w re 
fighting? No. It w a. right, an inalienabl right, whioh th y look d on 
in a. particular manner th ir OlVn, which had Iloma to them handed 
down through ma. gau ration, and must they b exp ot'd calmly 
and cheerfully to forego it P And thou.gh it wer a prajudic , should 
they in every possible manner pamper and encourlllte and snpport t.he 
many prejudices of the natives engend l'ed by t.heir 8I)cil\l, th ir r li­
gious, and tbeir domestio institutions, and will n ot von on pet preju­
dic , if it will be so called, be tolera.ted in the case of European.? M. 
Howell predicted the most dreadful censequen:les, the most caIa.a:itou 
r sl1lts if the-meaSure were to become law. Already had the motion 
given rise to the expr saion of most bitter feeling and the xposition 
of ra.cin -a.ntagonism, and God alone lfnew what would follow 
should their pl'otestations against the amendment have nl) elf ct. In 
the course of Mr. Howell's exordiQID, Mr. Ilbert, &II was natural, oame 
in for his fair shAore of rough han.:lling. Mr. Gupta, or « Gnpta & Co., 
WI\8 spoken of with the bitternesil whioh the unenviable position in 
which the Babu has placed himself was deemed to have deserved, and 
the would-be m'lnifioence of our overnment and the " breathless bene­
nevolenoe" of the Earl of .Ripon did not escape severe criticism. 

Mr. SaQnden, Secretary to the Committee, ·moved the first Reso­
lution, which W&II &II follows :-"Th t this meeting desires to express 
its surprise and alarm at. the action of the Government of India in 
sanotioning the intl"oduction in the Legisla.ti ve Council of India of 
a propoBed law for depriving EnglishUlen and woroen and their d ijccn­
dants residing in the Mofusail of one of th ir most valued birth· rights." 

AIr. lhunders, in moving the,resolution, lltated that the Committee 
to which he W&II e.!retar:y were a.cting in consonance witb the Calcutta. 
Chamber of Commeroe, who had a.pproved of a dra.ft of the memorial 
which he had put into circulation for Bignature. He said that this ()) t­
in~, which was convened rather hurriedly. was merely a. preliminary 
one, caned with a view to a protest, as exi.ensi vtlly signed as possible, 
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blling submitted to Government bslore the 9th of Marcb, on whicb day it 
would be deoided in Council whethor the .1'}ill should be qUMhed or 
postponed for consideration at a fut,ure date. In the eve~t of the btter 
result arising, he hoped that a. more influential meeting and a la.rl{er 
one would be beld la.ter on. The Resolution was carried.. 

The seoond Resolution-H Tha.t in the opinion of tbie m'eetlng all 
European British subjects arc in duty bound to use every legitimate 
means of opposing the passing of any sucb law, as calculated, when put 
in force, to work great misohief and to produce much ill.feeling bet. 
ween Europea.ns and natives, especially in the Mofllssil "-was moved 
by Mr, F . T. Atkins. He undertook to act in this mattel1 
from a sense of duty-duty inasmuch as t1tere could be but two 
sides to the question of this Bill. Those wh were not against 
it must be for it; and as he w~s against it, as he hoped and 
1:>elieved all present were, he was proud and happy of an opportunity 
of doiug his duty by joiuing in this proteat. He animadverted on the 
action of Government in what he spoke of as the injustice of the 
Ii orkee Rllsolution whioh did such oruel ha.rm to Eurasian and Euro. 
pean young men in India, but the poHcy of the present G~vernment in 
a.ll matters to lie adjudiooted between the European and the native was 
of a piece. 

Mr. J . I.. Lyell briefly endorsed a.ll that had been baid. Be 
denounced in no measurE'd terms the want of iudependenoe of opinion 
a.mong the ojllcial olasses of Allahabad, exhibited ·in their absence 
from tbis meeting. And when he proceded to say that this official 
olass throughout the COUD try was H a nice family party" content to be 
without an opinion of their own, because they felt that the possession 
of one would be incommodious and inoonvenient, and that thjlY were 0.1. 
ways ready and willing, without question or dispate, to fall in with any 
soheme for the furtherance of that Utopian idea of India for the 
Indians, he was much a.pplauded. Be moved the third Reselution :­
" That the memorial to the Vioeroy in Council, just read out protesting 
aga.inst the proposed measure, be approved and signed by the. Chairman 
01\ beb.~lf of the meeting, and be sent round for signature of European • rusidents, a.nd every efforfbe made to induce Earopeaus in outstations 
to sign and forward similar memorials." 

This resolution was duly seoonded and the Chairman then asked if' 
anyone present bad objections to offer. 

Dr. SHlIiR1UN BrGG, Army Medical Department, rosa to sPeak, but 
was met 1:>y such a storm of disapprobation that he could not obtain 8. 

hearing. The Chairman rema.rk d that he .. as sorry to see there wa.s a 
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wolf in thelold .. Dr. Big~ was informed that he would be out of order 
unless he intended to c~nflne what he had to say within the four cornen 
of the motion specified in the ' notice oonvening the meeting. no re­
sumed his sea.t-in the faco of the cries with which he was as ailed. 

The resolution was carried and tho following Committoe 11'&1 

elected :-Messrs. Howell, Sanders, Lyell, Mann, AnDing, Atkins, and 
Bradloy. A reaolution was also passed thn.t a ono rupee Bubscriptioll 
list be opened at Messrs. Lyell and Co.'s to defray inoidonta.l expenees. 

Votes of thanks wilro woved and carried unanimously to the Seore­
ta.ry and the Chairman. "God save the Queen" 11'&8 then sung by the 
united assembly, and the meeting, whioh had been enthu.iastie and 
appreciative throughout ,the proceedings, disl>ersod . 

• • 
March. 9. 

TO THlt EDITOR. 

Sm,-The occurrence of the Native Jurisdiction Bill almost simul. 
taneously with the now celebrated Rurki order has natura.lly led Anglo. 
Indi:m sooiety to speculate on tbe cansos to which so much incom~. 
tence mU8t be due. The two measures are essentially incollllistent, 
he cause th latter crueUy atlirll18 and declares race distinction. 
which the forUler 0 tentatiously asserts to' be invidiou and un 
neocssali1 I but they have this in oommon-tbat it was t< abysmal 
ignorance" not to foresee tbe lamentable COl.Iso'luenees, actually 
predioted. in the Cl\8e of tbe Bill, by the dissentients, or /l.Itound. 
ilig imprudenoe to incur those consequences for 80 .ligbt an object. 
Those who are interested in the latter decision should agitate 
for the production of tbe papers cencerning it, in orde. that the 
whole Governll1ent may be relieved from the odium wbich properly, we 
trust, belongs only to an incapa.ble or obsequious minority. It will be 
ourioUII to see whether in the latter case also the 8ame farce W8.11 ena.cted 
of the confidentia.l oircular and tbe more thau clea.rintimation of the 
direotion in which the solicited opinions were required. Public men 
must be Btudied and judged in their utterances written .. nd ora.l, and 
those who would judge of tho Viceroy by the speecbos which a cruel 
kindness hlOS recently reproduced to tbe world will bo reminded by 
tholir laboured e:Iort 'aod ba.rrl:lu result, their lcngth witbout breadth, 
their dreary WG. tea 01 tlu absolutely l'olulUeuplao , aud above all b,. 
their dull a.nd onderou, jocularity, of one of Macaulay's nlOst brilliant 
delinea.tions: "Harlo:y's influence was altogether out of proportion to 
hia abilitiea. Hia (nteUe.t WIl.3 both small and aldw. He Wall UnAble 
to tak~ • 161'110 Tie", or 'n)' IUbJect. To tAO GAci 01 Ail lito II. 
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remaille4 a tediOUl, heaitatmg and oonfused ' ,speaker, lie had 
BODe or the external graces of au orator. Yet he w .. heard with 
"'peet I for, luoh .. hi. miud w .. , it had been assiduously oulti • 
..ted. From the absence of ahow in his d1scoureea maD)' 
people inferred that there must' be much substanoe I and he was 
pronounced to be a: deep read. deep thinking gentle an. ~ot a fine 
talker, but fitter to direct affairs or State than all the fine talkers in 
the world. This charooLer he long supported with that cunning whioh 
fa frequently found in company with ambitious and unquiet. mediooritT. 
In thit way he got and long kept a high reputation for wisdom. It w .. 
Bot till that reputation had made him an Earl, a Knight or the Garter, 
Lord High Trealurer of England, and Mastel> of the fate of Europe that 
hi, admirers began to find out that te WIUI ~al~y dull puzzle.headed 
man. Can it be that histor1 i. rep,e&ting iueU, and that tnutato nomiM,­

/.'" Mmltllr 1 
BIBTOBIOUS. 


