
NOTE. 

THill following pagel! conroin a. verbatim report (U the 

proceedings of the public me;>ting beJJ in support of Lord 

Ripon's native policy in India, at Will i~'s Rooms, on Wednes

day, Augllst 1 ~t, 1883. '1;ho ~pef'ches delivered on that 
ocC6l!ion presontf'd ~o comple~e a view uf the argllments in 
favour of Mr. Ilbert's Dill, that it hI\:; boon decided to publish 

them in a perm(ment form. 'fhes(' "peeches, moreover, arc 
valuable as expressing the opiuions no t only of enlightened 

statesmen who havo long taken the dl'cpest int.erest in the 
welfare of India., but of experi('J) (,OII Anglo.Indian adminis

trators and jndgos. 'fho meetillg also had the advantage 
or listening 'to an (uldrcs8 by Mr. LlIhnohun Ghos~, who 

attended as tho spokesmau of :. Ilnmerous and educated 
body of his countrymen. W Po commend his speech to 
the reader as being tho first authoritativo statemellt of the 
nat.ive view of the qUl>stion which h.\8 been submitted to the 

English public. 
In 1879 Mr. Gho8C visited this country on behalf of tho . 

Indian Associations, for th" purpose of protesting againBt the 
YernQCular Press Act, and othlT rcnctionary measures of 

Lord Lytton's government; and it is worthy of remark that 
he then 8.ddrcssed a meetllig at WillIs's Rooms under Mr. 
Bright'S presiolf>ncy.. The native commuuitie~ of India, in 
lending one of their number to Engltmd on ~uch missions, 

show a resped fOf, as well aM a confidence in, the public 
opinion of this conntry, which hllo!! been amply justified by 
the l"6IuIt. 

We publish in an Appendix Professor Xax Yiiller'. admir
able reply to the mutl1tie of the Caloutta judges. Tho foot
Il~ 011 pagel 51 _ 53 were written by Mr. Gholle. 
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LORD RIPON AND THE PEOPLE OF 
INDIA. 

A PUBLIC meeting wa.s held e.t WiUi~'B Rooms, St. J"mes's, on 
Wednesday, August 1st, in support of Lord Ripon's na.tiVQ polioy, 
'with special reference to what is known Q.6 " the nbert Dill," ud 
to the propoaed extension in various part! of India of the prin. 
ciple of local self· government. The hour of the meeting wa. fixed 
for three o'clock, but at haJr'past two the hall 1'11\.11 denee1y 
crowded, 8.Ild large numbers of persons woro unable to obtain 
admission. The proceeding. commenced some time before the 
appointed hour. The chair was taken by the Right Honoura.We 
John Bright, M.P. 

Among those present were tho following: Mr. ex..Juatice 
Markby, Reader of Indian Lltw at the University of Oxford; Mr. 
W. Chichele I'lowden, Censu~ Commissioner for India; Mr. R
Oust, late Judicia! Commissioner in the Punjaub; Mr. John 
Ann&II Bryce, of Bombay and Rangoon; Sir Henry ltiQkett., 
la.te member of the Viceroy's Council, the Rajah Rampa! Bin" 
Mr. Lalmohun Ghose, and upwa.rds of thirty natives of India; 
Geller&! Sir Andrew Clarke, R.E., Mr. Hodgson P~tt, Colonel 
Osbom, Genera.! Tremenhoore, C.B.,. Mr. Wilfrid Blunt, Sir Jolul 
Bennett, Mr. R. D. Scthna., Mr. George Sihley, Jate Chief Engi
neer of ihe East India Nnvy; Major-General Osborn WilllinloD, 
Bev. G. C. Bellewea, St. Ma.rk'e Vica.rage, Ma.rylebone; Mr. O. 
O. Macrae, the Rev. William Hodgson, Colonel Therry, Oapt&ia 
8wiDny, the Rev. Dr. Oliver, Yr. Raymond Knight, lit. T. W. 
Bh,. David_, LL.D., Mr. H. S. Parry, J.P., the Ron. F. A. B. 
Rauen, Mr. T. Pagliardilli, the H(JIl. Mr. JustioeDenID&b, Cap
tam O. Norton, Mr. W. F. Oook, Oaptain W. J. Eutwick, fvr.. 
meriy Chainnan of the East India. CompOy; If.atior-Ge'Dera.l T. 
B. HarriIoJI, Mr. 1. Carvell Williams, MI'. lto.".anl Unwin. C.ll, 
•• E. A.. .,ley. Mr. W. JL Judge, Mr. O. PIoudee, lh. St. 
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G. L. FoX; Dr. G. Wild, Mr. H. N. Mozley, the Rev. Dr. Ket.l. 
nedy, Mr. G. J. Holyoake, Professor Wart, the Bev. J. Lle1felyn 
Davies, Mr. A. T. Astley, the Rev. F. Storrs Turner, Captain E. 
A. Campbcl~ Mr. Seymour Keay, Mr. C. H. Allen, Mr. J. H. 
Raper, Professor Beesly, Mr. C. Fit.zgeraJd, the Rev. Donald 
Fta.ser, D.D., Mr. John Noble, Mr. J. G. Fitch, Mr. J. G. Alex
ander, Mr. A. Dunn, Mr. Lewis Sergeant, Mr. P. S. King, 
Dr. D. Hack Tuke, Mr. Arthur J. Williams, Mr. A. H. Loring, 
flir J amcs Marshall, late Chief J uotice of the Gold COa.Bt Colony; 
Mr. George Foggo, late of Bombay; Mr. C. D. Collct, PEatap 
Chunder Mozoomdar, the Rev. Md,]colm Maccoll, Mr. Edward 
Wright, the Rev. Mark Pattison, Rector of J ... incoln College, 
Oxford; Dr. Karl Blmtl, Major E. Bell, Mr. Walter Wren, 
Mr. W. Martin Wood, late of Bombay; the Han. Dudley Camp
hf'll; Mr. Chad". Hancock, and Mr. Chesson, Han. Secretary. 

The following p"erH and members of the House of Commons 
were also prescut: 'rho KLrl of Dalhousie, Lord Stanley of 
AldE'r1ey, t.he Right HOllourabl .. W. E. Forster, Sir Geor~ 
Campbell, K.C.S.I., bt€' Lieuh·naut-Governor of Bengal; Sir 
Arthur Hay tn, BarL, Sir Wilfrid Lawsoll, Bart., Sir R. Green 
Price, Bart., Sir .Tuhn J Jenkins, Mr. W. C. Borla.c, Mr. J. 
R. Holland, Mr. J. D. Pc<ldie, Mr. Frank Henderson, 
Hugh Mason, Mr. Colman, Mr. J. A. Blake; Mr. G. Palmer, Mr. 
H. Richard, Mr. A. McArthur, Mr. Harilcastle, Mr. Earp, Mr. 
Collings, Mr. O'Connor l'owcr, Mr. Arthnr Arnold, Mr. Sydney 
Buxton, Mr. B. Amlltage, Mr. Allman, Mr. Storey, Mr. G. 
Russell, Mr. T. B. 1'ottt'r, Mr. Jacot. Bright, Mr. Summers,Mr. 
Arthur rease, Mr. Thomasson, Mr. Arnold Morley, Mr. illing
worth, Mr. C. HUBBell, and Mr. Mappin. There WIlS a large 
II.ttllndance of l;HlicB, inrluiJ.i.ng Lady Hobart, Lady Ann Blunt, 
Lady Hobhou.e, Lady Lawson, Lady Caml'uell, Mrs. W. E. 
Fonter, and Mn. Fawcett. 

SPEECH OF TilE CHAIB11U.N. 

Mr. BBIO-HT, whoon rising was "eceived with loud and prolonged 
cheering. su.id: Ladies and gelltlemen,-l have baeD requested, 
by the ~'Ommittee who ha.ve called thia meeting, to occupy thiB 
chair, AIId perhaps you will permit me to make a few ob6ervatioJul 
on the ~lI!1ti01l about whiCh we &1'0 _bled, before I call opaIl 

tho Bpea.iera who will II.IIk you to agree to only two ~ 
<J:'be IUhjeot which we are a.bout to oolllioo appeal'll to ..-_ 
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l1lel~ "ppea.n to everybody wholOob at it tor the $nit tUa,& 
-to be one of no great momat. ADd yet we ulloi. all ~e reiuJ.~ 
of great discuniou in India. &lid in this cOUlltry, it lliII· gfO'lI1!. 
and now a.ppean to be a question of great importance to India.. 
MOIIt of you who have read the newspapers ot Jate-aud. the 
more 80 if you have read the Indian paper&-wiI1 be aware tbtt.t 
in India the question has given rise to not. a little cla.mout· and 
diseord, and in this coUlltry among persons eOUllooted with 
India we ha.ve seen that there is a gteat divergence of' opinion. 
Last week-I think, on Th1ll'8dsy-u. deputation of a most for
midable oha.racwr sought /l<D interview with Lord Kimbedel, 
now Secretary of State for India. 'l'hey told the Seeretary of 
State that they represented not !e68 than 700 persons who weJ'e 
iuterested in this question. of whom they said 450 had the honour 
to be employed in the service of the queen in the Intlia.n Empire. 
/llld that 2.50 were otherwise connccted with India, but had Dot 
been in the public senice. If 700 pers!,ns could tllke this intereet 
in the question, and ooulJ take the vi ow which the deputation 
were a.Pl,ointod to represent to the Indian Secretary, We mlty be 
quite snre that the question is Ilssllmillg 1m importa.nce which 
justifies our discu8,ing it here to-tlily Now, what is the cause 
of all this damonr and diacord ill Indi .. , und of this discueeion 
here I The cause of it is a vepy small Bill introduced into the 
Legislative Council of India., IlIld which SOCB by the name of 
"Ilbcrl'l Bill," because Mr. Ilbert, the l(·gal member of the 
Council, introduced it. and is. in his departJnent, in some sort 
specially responsible for it. Well, I asked the otb'lT day II. gen
tleman well acquainted with the affairs of India to giVE) ma Bomll 
account of whet this Bill was intended to do, and I \Vill try to 
convey to you the same idea. which be conveyed to me. He said 
that the result of it, if plL88ed in its prelK,nt shape, would be to 
admit three or four natives of India-lawyers. magistrate.,. or 
judges-to the exmnlKt of certain powers which now they did 
not possesa; that theBe three or fonr pe1'llOns a.re members of 
what is called the Covenanted Oi" iI Service; tha.t they are nativ!! 
gentlemen who had come over to this country, .• bo bad been 
edueated here, aud on going ba.e}. to India entill'ed the COveDIUlteil 
Oivil SerYiCll. With reg&rd to the increa.sed powel'll with w1U4 
the! were to be enirll8ted, he"laid they were to occupy & ~ 
J8II.k; th. U;er ,,_ to have theatl PO"el'e and tbece appoint
.... Ofi!! aftet' II81II4 ~ of ~ice, aDd ihen were to W *l~ 
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.. Englishmen; and alao that they mutt be in whai hit ~ 
.. the same grnde," He sa.id that after all that I have described 
the! were to be admitted to the ,same powers, ez:ercised with \he 
ume limitations, ItS are given to and operate upon EnglishmEm 
in the I&me position. Now I must inform yon tbat at pre8Emt 
in the three principal cities, the three presidential cities of India 
-Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay-the native "judge. have all 
the power which it is proposed by this Bill to give to those few 
judges who are to exercise their authority in the country a.pa.rt 
from the three presidential cities. We have never heard of any 
great harm, or of any harm, that hus ariaEm from the exerci!le of 
these powers in those cities. (Hear, hear.) But it must be 
borne in mind further that of all the popUlation of India that 
are English suhj..rh of tho queen, exclusive of the army, I sup
pose more than half, I believe three-fourths, live in Calcutta., 
Madras, and Bombay. (Hear, hear.) Therefore, this Bill which 
men are so alarmed about will not have the slightest effect on 
three-fourths of the English popUlation, exclusive of the army, 
but only upon one-fourth, who live in other cities and towns, ILIld 
in the country districts of the Indian Empire. Now that appears 
to me to be a matter of great importance. It reduces the mag
nitude of the Bill and the effect of it, and enables us to judge of 
it with greater facility, and to meaaure the magnitude of the issue 
which is pla.ced before UB. Hut what the opponents of the Bill 
will say i. this: " This is only a beginniIlg.~ That is exactly what 
people aa.id in this country about sixty years ago, when it WIWI pro
JIOII6d to disfranchise pla.ces like Gatton and Old Sa.rnm (hear, 
hear), and to enfranchise Manchester and LeCdB. It is only .. 
beginning! Well. that is a very eeriou8 thing if it is a beginning 
of evil, bnt if it is a ooginning of what is necessary and good. thEm 
it i. DO argument against this Bill. (Cheers.) They l1li.1 that in 
future, althongh DOW there may be only three or four that elm be 
admitted to these increased llOwcra, there will be more and lIIor4!. 
Well, I hope tll .. t is true. (Cbeers.) I regret to _., that ~ 
inarea.ae must be Tery IDlall Cor a long period, &oDd must come 
about by degrees. It makes us aJmQllt melanch<>ly to think that 
such di1!icu1tiea should be interpoaed. Thoee gentlemen who 
mo.., be d.iepoed to joill the Covenanted Civil Service to get iJdo 
the poIition of th_ judges, 1Dun como over from India to tIit 
CWJltty to be educated, they Dluli go back, &1ld sder all the 
~oe of.Wlh a regWaiion., thef must be inm .... iII.n 



9 

the ~ which an Englillh edue&t'iGo, laItinr tJIrtr ~ 
yeartl, must necessarily throw upotl &.IIy ttaiive of !JIdia Who .... 
here. Well, then, the nutnhel'll you will aee neoessa.ri1ywill beBll1ilU, 
and will inere_ by very slow degt'ee&. But now, haTing d 
this, whieh I think is a fair statement of the elfect& of the lijU 
if it beeomes l&w, I should like to &Ilk what grollud there ~ 
fur the clamour which has been raiaeil, and eapecially wben I 
call to mind the various promises which hllove been made to the 
natives of India. during the la.st fifty years. (HeM, hear.) In 
1833, j nst fifty yeal'S ago, was pasted an ,Act 0' Parliament to 
prolong or renew the cha.rler of the now dead East India Com
pany. I will reall to you two paragraphs from th&t charter. IIQd 

. you will see what was I,he teml'cr of the House of Commoll8 at 
thllot time. Section 85 runs in this way: .. Wbereu the removal 
of restrictions on tbe intercourse of Europeans with the Hid 
territories will lLnder it nece~sary to provide agll.inat wy 
mischiefs or da.ngers that lllay Itrise iberefrom, he it tberefore 
enllocted tblLt tbe Govern()r-G~neml in Council shlloll, and be is 
hereby required hy law" alld Tf)gulations to, provide with 1.11 con
venient speed for the protection of the natives from ineult II.l\d 
outrage." I was not aWlLre uutil tbe other day of the existe~ 
of thlLt ola.use, but it brings before my mind ~ picture I would 
gla.dly not look upon-- that the DlLti.OS of India., in tbe view of 
the Ea.st In<li:J. Company, and of tbe Imperia.l Pa.rliament, were 
liable to insult ILlld outrllg" from English subjects of the Crown 
in India. (Hear, bear.) EX'ction 87 is a.s follows: "And he it 
ena.eted tha.t no Dativ~ of the SlLid territories, nor any natural, 
born Bubjoct of bis Majesty r"sident tberein, sball by reason 
only of his religion, pla.ce of birth, descent, colour, or any of 
them, be disabloo. from hol<ling any pl&cc, office, or employment 
under the aa.id Compa.ny." (Cbeers.) That 11'l1.li the law from 
1833 to 1858, the time of the BUT'preuion of tbe grea.t &.lid 
ca.lamitoue Mutiny. After the Mutiny was over, her MajeRy 
the Queen WIIB &lhised by her Miniaten--I pre.ume _her. 
ol the party ,oot now in power j the late Lord DerPy w ... I 
believe, l'rilD«l1illister at the time-her Ma.jeaty 'IV'" adviteci 
to iaeue a proolama.tiou---and thie is a. portion of the pro-
cl&ma.tion-tbe magnificent and noble procla.nlation (cheent) 
-then· iuQed in the nlUlle of the queen to her eubjectl 
in IIlItia; .. Arul it ia our further win that, so far ... mtI.J 'be, 
our wbjecta, or .. Lawver race or creed, be lteely and jm~ 
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admitted 'to office in our service, the duties of which -1J:Jey llI31 
be quali1ied by their education, ability, a.nd integrity, to dis
charge. We hold oUTilelves bound to the natives of our Indian 
territories by the same obligations of duty which bind us to a.ll 
our other BIlbject. (cheers), a.nd these obligations, by the blessing 
of Almighty God, we shall faithfully and conscientiously fu1:6.l." 
(Loud cheers.) Well, a.fter reading these pMsages, what are "ll'e 
to say of the clamour now raised as to this Bill, which, as I 
have ~hown you, is of a magnitude and of dimensions so small ? 
If this Bill had never been heard of, if under Lord Ripon's 
Government, and under the advice of Mr. llOOrt and other 
members of the Council, this Bill had not heon brought forward, 
wel~ then, the =tives of J ntlia could always have pointed to· 
Llwy" pa.tI1gro.phs in the Act of 1 R33 (hear , hear), lind in the 
proclamation of 18b8, anu Rai,l, "Though the freedom that is 
here promised is long delayeu, yet wo believe it will tome, and 
we are full of hope that a JJCtter time is in prospect for our 
eountrymen." (Hear, hear.) ]iut if after these tliscu~sioDs, 

and the olamour that has IJeen raised In IndlU, after the ful
minations in a. certain class of ncw"pRl""" in this country, a.ftcr 
the deputa.tion representill{r 700 1'1'r8(,n8 cvnnectetl with Iudia, 
of whom we arc told 4M) have l'een ill the service of the queen
if, a.fter all this conflict, Lord llil'oll wcre permitted or d('sire<l 
to withdraw tbis Rill, Rnd it did not ue"ome law', then the hope 
of the peoI,la of lnelia would ]'e 1>lasted, Hnd, instend of hope, 
tbeir fIOulij would l>e filled with despair (Loud ch....,r •. ) AmI 
wha.t would tha.t desllllir lDean? It would mean tbat with a. 
growing knowledge on tb~ part of tbe peop1<' of I ndia-·because 
their advance in English ed'l('atlOll i. lemllrkal,11.' and wide
spraading throughout the rouutr~ -Wltll that growing knowledge 
thN'C would be a growiIlg discontent, and with that growing 
disoontcnt a growing disloyalt)·, and with t,be growing disloya.lty 
peril. that I would ask this d"l'utatioD Jf they would like to face. 
(Cheen,) I must say that whatever coosidt'l'&tion and .ympathy 
one lI:.ay have for gentlemell wbo have been maay years in 
India, the clamour that has been raised al>oltlIJi!this matter ill 
very dill':redita.blo;..-disore<i,ta.ble to their intelligence and totbeiJ' 
'1tnpatbieto. (He&!", hear.) What its origin is it is perla.,. 
di!ieult to .y. Some say it. origin is to be fonnd ill the 8U'oIlg 

_Hng. or :retlitltan~ prevailing' among the Cov-..wted Civil 
&nice. I mot with a gentleman the other day of "hOll! 1.h&'V6 



11 

the highest opinion, a.nd who is liber&Uy disptlae4 in. ~ 
with Indian a.ft8.irs, and he rather &dvanced. tb .. t view to me. 
WeU, I 10m lIut preplU'Eld to de:"y it, hut I must ... :, that'IUIl 
inclined to think that my friend, who ho.s been ~d is yet m 
the Covenanted Civil Service, ra-ther looks with too much C.w9ur 
upon his colleagues in thlot service, for what did the deputation 
~y to Lord Kimberley P They said, "Altbough this nm will 
more especially a.ffeet the non -offioilo1 Englishman, &nd in 
pIorticular the poorer members of that class "-(I Io1WIIo,S oQscrve 
that there is a Il'relot sympathy for the POO\W" membQrs of 110 oI,..s 
on occasions like the present )-'- U the opposition to it IS Ilot leeS 
Btrollg on the part of tbe \:treat body or' Anglo-Indiw officials 
past n.nd present:' l~ut J will not insist upon it that the 
memherR of the Coven ante,,] Civil :4~rvico are at the bottom of 
this commotion. Some say that the non-official Englishmen in 
India have donp much t.o pl"tl\l1ole iL '!'hey are liko the 250 
non-{)fficial gontlomen wbom I ml'ntiuneti as forming 0. portion 
of t.h<:> deputation to J,ol"d Kimherley. 'l'hGn some say_nd 
Iofter all thero is a I:\"~a~ dellJ of rc,,",mahlcness in this statement 
-t.hat a great Qt'al of the tn>lIhJIl haH "ri,en from the con(~uct 
and agitatioll of th" JawFrs ill Cl,leuttlt (hear, hoar), and there 
are one or two fll.Cts whi"h gil r"ther to support that. 
W" know that lawyers 'Ire everywhere very in~iou8 

(laughter), and we know 111,0 that thoy • .\TO ,~ class of per
sons "ho in most rouutries-Itnd in this II.>l milch a9 in any 
other-havo enjoyed mMP of tho good Iolld fat things COn
nect;),l with Govemrncnt than h,lve been enjoyed by ~y 
other clll.8ll in the kingdom. (Ileal", hear.) I am told tha.t 
recently a judge ill Jkllgal, a native lawyer of eminence, 
has been Ioppointe(l pro t"1111""'''. in the abaence of Il.nQther 
judge, Chief Justice of Bengal, and that this il I. vl!'ry unpJea
II&nt pili for the English lawyers lhere, some one of whom, I 
Buppose, hoped to have the offico. They fear that this ia I. 

precedent which IDay he followed. Then I am told that a native 
member of the bar b ... recently been a}'PQinted stlonding counsel 
f(Jr the Gov6I!II1J1!'nt of India., and these two IoppointlIlt!uU and e. 
11l8piclon that more may follow have disturbed the ordinarily, 
tranqwl rnJIId. of the member. of the CalClltt.1J, Bar. (Laughfel<.) 
hd on this t-.is, built up of this jealousy, men in India,-.ib4lll! 
700 bere -.nd I. great ID&DJ more in lndia-preaume to tell UI 

tW to ~ out the principle& lAid do.,.n ill the Act or lE!S3 
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-.d ill the prouUael of 1858 i. ,to degrade Engliahmea IIDd to 
_Vltlae Iudia. I have known a great de&! in this country of 
'What ia oa.lled 'Betting ClaSR against clasa. I mow no great 
Dle&Sur8 of judicious reform which hM Dot been cha.rged 'With 
letting c18.Q against class; LIld DOW it ia said that you will 
haY8 .. perpetnal animosity between the Engliah ra.ce in India 
a.nd the subject rJl.Ce. My opinion is tha.t every mea.sure of 
jtLltice and generosity which you intruduce into India must 
break down the barrier_ of discontent aDd animosity, a.nd must 
tend to the tranquillity and peace of that country. (Cheel'll.) 
But I am afraid that our friends the malcontents have other 
re&.lOn8 for hostility to Lord Ril!on and his policy. In a. sen
tence or two I will mention two or three olher things which 
Lord Ripon bu dODe while he ha.. bpf'n in Indi... He ha.s heed 
the n .. tive preu (cbeers) fr(lm th .. shackles whicb the l,receding 
Government had fixed upon it.. Now I .hould think tha.t it wa.s 
oC the first importance 1h"t the Indian Government should 
know what it i. thlOt lr,,] inn writer. and t.he readers of Indian 
papers Bore thinking ahout the me"sure1l of the Government. 
They need not ohey the infimations there reoeived if they are 
tlatiefied tha.t their polil'Y iR right; but. I am quite sure that the 
governor of any country. whether he Ue the CZIU' of Ruoja, or 
tho President of the U niu-d StlLt~", or the President of the 
French Republic, or the great Go\'eruol' of tbe Empire of India, 
mnat be better, wiser, mure campetRnt to govern, if he knowB 
the preva.iling ol'iDlon, a.mong all cllUlseB of tho people, on the 
me&SUr1!B which he is mtcnding to pa.s8. (He",r, bea-r.) 'fhen 
Lord Ripon bllo8 propo'e,l Il. very 1ll0<1erate 8cheme for tbe pur
pOll. of extending municipal gov<lTnmont tu the great cities a.nd 
town_ of IndiA. Doe. a.nybody believe tha.t municlpal govel'll
ment, if it be found to be good, as I believe it ii, in ev~ry other 
nation LIld among ('vcry civilized a.ucI ChriatiBoD people, would be 
a mea.aure of mischief among the populations of India P Wha.t 
ha.a it done in tbis country? SClIJ'cdy a beiter ID8ll4Jtlre ha.a 
paned for fifty yearB thBon the Municipal Reform Dill, which 
eatabli_hed governments throughout 11011 the graM towne and 
cities of the United Kingdom. (A. voioe-" Except Lo~don. ") 
A. gent.leDJ&.Il III.Y8" except London." May I ma.ke one o~. 
notioll apart from the question ~ an diacuniog? H the}*)pIe 
of t~ varioua grea.t citiee &lid tOW'll8 in the United KiDgdom 
W been .. quieacent about it .. London hal beea (~, h.r). 
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they would. not baTe ~ the admirable mu:aioipal 90 .... ~ 
meDtl that they have now (hea.r, bear) ; IWd if' the four milJioIII 
of population o£ London eYi!!l in a gi!!ltle ma.nner were to _iae 
their voioe in favour of their being put on an equality :w~1Ih 
LiYerpool, Ma.nchester, Birmingham, Glugow, liJd.ilIburgb, &0.. 
there is no minister who would hesitate for a "glt .lI8ioa to 
oonfer upon them the freedom which they would dllllire. (Heal', 
hear.) One other point. Lord Ripon il vory atr®gly in favour 
of primary education. J know from past experience that _ of 
the chief diftkulties-a difficulty which COlllell to m8DJ Go,"_ 
ment8, a.nd to many private iIIdi"ioluals-ls a WlUlt of funds, but 
probably it would be p08sibllso to Nmlomize in _y depart
ments of the Indian Governmnnt 0.8 to be able to a.ifu.rd a million 
or two It yellr for th~ pUfPO",' of giving primary education to the 
people of India. We voted three milliolls the other da.y for the 
comparatively small I,opuhttioll of Gr,'II,t Britain &lid Ireland. 
There are two otber question"; one i. the Bengal rent law which 
is now before the Indian Governmpot. I read Mr. libert's 
speech upon it th" other tiny. The condltion of Bengal in 
regard to land has b(>('n pcrh.lps Ilhont as had All the condition 
of Ir~llin<l three ycars ag", and th" Uill which is pl'opoBed iB, in 
my opinion, ahsolutdy necessary in the circumstances, and 
although the zemindars lind the lan<lownors are grelltly oppoeed 
to It, I believe that they ,vill find Iwrcllfter th"t the aeceptance 
of it is probably the very 'Il'i8e.t tlllng they can oontemplate in 
the circumstances in which tbeyare pla.cc<1. Tben I.ord Ripon 
i8 un<lentood to be in favour ()f private entel1'rise in India,,IIJld 
it wvuld be a blesse<i thing for tbat country if it were possihle 
for rich natives, united, it may he, wilb persons of wClllth in this 
country, t{) originate and carry forward many g1'f!at works by 
private tntery,rise. I think that such Il 8to.t" of things would be 
much better than a It&te of things in which everything would 
be in the handa of the Government, and tbo.t it would be better 
tha.t tlw people should be enabltJd to take part in measures 
which dooI,ly intere.t and concern lhemselYea. Looking mYBClI 
at-the policy 'Which Lord Ripon baa punued, 80 far as I have 
been a,ble to undeT1ltand it from re&<ling the papel'~ here aud 
JIlauy papers from India, I &rn h?und to tay that I belie"e it is 
a policy Bot hued on suspkion or OIl ancient prejudices, or I:In a 
-¢zit of IDOMpoiy, but buM on what;' j1lJjt and SetJerou,lWd 
011 broad. view, of 1IW-m8llHhil). (Cbeel'll.) WbG tQe policy 
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of'llODquelt in India. is condemned, as I have condemnNl it, 'We 
are told tha.t Providence has permitted, for 'aome grea.t design 
which we are not able to measure, this wonderful thing in the 
'history of the globe, that the 200,000,000 of people in India 
should be made subject to the coutrol of a Pa.rlW.ment repr&
senting 36,000,000 of persons in Great Britain and Ireland. I 
am not about to deny this. I know that it has been said by a 
high authoril,y, speaking of the Supreme, that" even the wrath 
of men shall praise Him," and I believe it may be that the 
results which may follow the conquest of India a.nd its govern
ment by this country may in some dp,gree compensate for the 
crimes and sufferings which were ~mmitted or endured during 
the period of that conquest. Rut I should Bay that one thing is 
perfectly certa.in, nampl)·, that Inaia waG not committed to our 
control io be held ao a fiel<l for English ambition and for 
English greed. (Oh('£'ro.) Our futhers may have erred·-in my 
opinion, they did greatly orr-hut their children may make 
some <'ompensation to the countless millions now subject to 
their rule, by a polic·y of generosity and justice, a policy which, 
in my opinion, hdia and the world at larg~ have a right to 
expeet alld to i1eruan,] from a Christian l'eoJ)le such as we 
profe-. to be. (Ilear, hear.) I believe Lord Ripon desires to 
advauce this poli('Y lind to maintain the principles laid down in 
the Act of ]833 and in the nol.le proclamation of the queen 
i~sued to the people of India in 1858; and I 1cheve this meeting 
will 8u~ta.in the Gov,·mor·Gclleral uf India in the consci;>ntious 
ptlrformanoo of the arduous duHes of hi. high office. (Cheers.) 
I g&ther support and consolation from tile Imswer which the 
Secretary of Stale for India g-Il.vr tbe other day to the deputa· 
tion. He told them that the Government had not the least idea 
of .)Vell suggesting to Lord Uipon the withdrawal of the Bill. 
(Cheers.) Our bu,iues. here to-day is to support Lord Ripon 
in th4t llOlicy (loud ch,"'rH), and to Sivl' DY a united voice, as I 
bope we iShall, our utmost o.id to the Government exist.ing in this 
country, under whom, of course, Lord Ripon is acting in India. 
He is the greal Go..-eruor-Gt'nel"al appointed by the queen. He 
knon what there is in that proclaws.tion of the queen. I do 
not believe ths.t Lord Ripon ca.n-I hope there is no ms.n tba& 
woul/l-Abndon the gracious B.Ild noble promisea which th6 
queen in thl,t proclt.mB.t.ion made to the populB.tiou or lDdia. 
(Loud eheen.) 
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Hr. B&l~1lT, h.Ying r_~ hia -t. roae r.p.in .... IIIid i 
You know I have told you th.t LGrd Ximbert.y ~ .. 
formid.ble depllt&tiOli. I will introduce to you 110 deputa.tioa .ia 
no 'fla.y ao formid.hJ.e-inJ.eed not formidable ~n any llel1f18u. 

in that of • man who comes forward to tell the truth 'fli,tp 1aiJ 
whole he.rt. I call UpOIl Mr. Lalwohun Ghote. who ~ beeII 
deputed by his countrymen ill CWlutlA to 1&y8Ome or their 
thoughts before you on this imporiAnt queation. (Cheera.) 

SPEECH OF Mx. L.l.'.lII:OBDN Gao ••. 

Mr. LA.LKOHtlN GUOSlI: 8pok~ u.s Cullom: Mr. ChlUrma.n, IAdlea 
and !(entlemeu.-If I did nf'fl kllow from past experience how 

. ready a,D assemblage of ElIgli.h l:\di(\II "11<1 gentlemen always it! to 
give a, fl<vourahle and indllig-cnt h~Bring to a stranger plea.d.ina 
the caUIl(' of his eouutry, I .hould b&ve d6llJ>ll.ired of being 
listened to by an lLudiencc still under the spell of the voioe t\l.t 
i~ yeL ringing in our ears. But under the circumlltll.nees I feel 
certnin, ladies and gentlenlClI, that, however inadequa.te my 
power of eJC.jJres,,,,u m,ty Le, you will boa.r with me while I en
deavonr to explain 8S hriefly D.8 I can the views and senliment. 
which my ,'ountrymPll h,.vc commissioned OJ'! to walro known 
to you ill referen"ll to the 'illestiuns which you are met tOlJC1;her 
to di.cllss. (Rear, hear.) You are aware that the administra
t ion of Lord HipOll is lou ked ul 'on with very different fooling_ 
by th(, nath'es uf r udia on t be one hand, and by the Anglo
Iudian community on th., uther. The controveny has lasted 
in India ul/ward of six months, alld it hu \)(oen a.nied on.with 
unparalleled bittern~s.. Invective oC tho most envenomed 
eha.racter hILS llOOn Crcely U8..d, alld J may 8&1 tho vituperative 
resources of the Engli8h language have been well-nig~ eshauri.ed. 
III 8&ying this, I do not wi.h to imply that the fault hoa been 
altogether on ono side, or that the party tha,t I represeJlt baa 
'hoen perfectly immaculate. But I do my. withoutfear or COIl
tn.diction, that, if we ha.ve said thi\lg~ which had better been taft 
unwd, the provocation has come entirely from the other ,ide; 
and surely some allowance might be made {Qt men .who haire 
apoken or ... ritten while smarting under in.ults or the ~ 
cl.&racter wmtonly beaped upon them. (Hee.&', hea.r.) I thiJlk 
you will ..t.o agree with me that it ill becomee thou who haft 
been the Snt to .trike. to complain 01' to feel i.JIdjgua.Dt jf ibeiI' 
blow, bAn be .. ~OIlalll retumed, it JD&1 be wit.il iIlt.reA 



,Bat, tb.en, it is one 0'£ the cha.ra.cteriaties of the meu wbe are agitat
iag against Lord Ri.pmt" policy to oon.ider tbemaelvea privileged 
to Itme with impunity. But be that 811 it may, I belie:ve both 
parties are mO'rtl (If leu tired of this bitter lItrife; Bot a.n1 rate, I 
can a.nawer f(lf my Dwn countrymen thBot they, a.t all event., feel 
that their C8.use is tQQ just and their positiQn too strQng to 
require the uae D!viQlent (If immodera.te la.ngua.ge. (Hear, hea.r.) 
But while the contest is flagging in India., its echoes ha"8 
begun to' be heard in this cQuntry. As Qur chairma.n has alrea.dy 
told YDU, the vDice Qf Qur QPponent. hllo8 been recently heard 
within the w&lIs of the India. Office. Well, in thus a.l'pealing 
to the public opiniQn of this country, they ha.ve chO'sen a. 
tribunal in whOB~ sense of justice the Indian people have the. 
moat unbounded faith, and one th",t is nO't likely to' dO' wrQng 
lit the bidding of an uUBcmpulous clique. llut, in order that 
you might be able to fQrm a ('orrect judgmeut on the questions 
II1lbmitt.ed t.o your decision, it is important that you should bea.r 
in mind that the poltey pursued lJy the present viceroy is no 
reckle •• innQvatiO'n of a visionary enthusi"'ijt,-that it is no part 
of a re\'olutionary prob"l'amme, but thl1t it i. the legitima.te out
come of the gradual btlt hOll('.t fulfilment of the pledges that 
have been given frolD time to time to) our Indian fellow-subjects 
loy the Imperial Parliament and 1>)" our p,(lDlWOn sovereign. 
(Cheers.) A. our ciw.irma.n has olroa\ly pointed out, it is exactly 
half a century sinco the princi]>II'" OIl which India was to be 
governed Were laid dow II in an Act of Parliament passed in 
1833, at the time of the rentwl<l of the charter of the Ea.st 
Indi~ Company. And I may TemiJJd y"u, ladies and gentlemen, 
that it wn.a the same year when, by a ruriuus cO'incidence, 
~lavw:y WIIJ! abo Holll'd III tho Rritish colonies-to-day, the 1st of 
Augn.t, boiug the fiftieth annh'crsary of that gren.t event. 
(Applause.) Well, by the Art of 1833 it was declared ~ha.t 

Ulera was thenceforth to be no distinction between Englishmen 
and nwve. of India, that all snl'jl'Ct. of the crown, --:hether of 
British, of Indian, or oe mixed l'arenta.ge, were to have equal 
rj,ghts, a.nd were to 'be freely and iDlp6rti&Uy a.dmitted to' all 
oftI\le8 tloC duties of which they might 'be qualified hy their 
oouc&tion, aNlity. a.nd integrity, <luI] to discharge. N(If was 
this Act puaed without considcra.ble oppositiO'n u.nd len~ed 
de~te in both lioQ.Ses ()f Pa.rlia.mellt. Then, as DOW, the .aVO

ca.t.ee of lDC)lU)poly &lid Ilfhilegl! were baaded together. and 
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every .ert .... made to 'Warp the judp.* aIl4l to .~. 
collllClieooe of ihe English people by artful appeal. to yOIiW pritfe 
of raoe, and by gioomy II.lld wming prediction. of iln~ 
niliI, which lire always repea.ted on .uub occaaiou, but wbUiII, 
happily for the C&uae of hUlII&nity &I1d progreu, tm) hev.r real· 
ized. (Cheera.) Th8I1, as now, it wu aaid that the £rI'8ILtDMIJ 
of your country waa indissolubly bound , up with the ' privilQgEII 
and immunities enjoyed by a. handful of your couatrymeu who 
condesoond to go out to Indil\. to make their tortun .. , and -wlao 
look upon that country a.nd its vast popula.tion a.8 having been 
created for their 8peciaJ. benefit. Then, loll now, you were told 
that &I1y diminution of these privilegel, or any reoognition of 
the political rights of the n&tives of India, was fraught with 
the greatest danger w the sta.bilit,y of your Indian empire. But. 
to the laating honour:of thi. country, theRo unworthy counsel. did 
not prevail The Po.rhament of that dRy refused to believe that 
what waa m!lrllJly right could be I,oliUclllJy wrong. tha.t juatioe 
could ever be pfl'illlctive of pvil, or that the gn·atne.a of England 
could require to be propped up Rnd mainta.ined by injustice a.nd 
oppression. Then again. as if the langull.l;o of tha.t Aet W&il 

not suffIciently clear, the Court of I lirectory wrote a remarka.ble 
deSI'~tch commenting ul'on it, ani! explaining that they con· 
celved the Act to mea.n that "henC('fvrth there wa.o to be no 
gO\'erning ClUlte in Imha." (Cheers.) I thank you, Jadietl and 
gentlemen, for thus endorsing the (·mphalic lallgua.ge in whick 
t.he Court of Dircctors ga ve th.· pith aud purport of the Act of 
1833, which is regRrded by the r>e<JI,I, . of India. lUI the first grea.t 
charter of their political rights, I,nt which ii, at the ome ~ime, 
the eyellOre of thOIitl "holiC mono!,oly it a.ttacked flnd whoae 
8pe<..'ltlll'rivilegsy it threatened. N 0 do~bt it was a. serious and 
tmpala.t&~le change for these Ulen to be suddenly r&duwci fl'ODl 
the position of 80 many irrespouoihle deapota, olJjoying a thou· 
&and immunities, pra.ctieally aubject to no la.w8 whatever, a.nd 
Able to oppre811 and to domineer over the na.tives of the COIIUtry 

I\.t their own sweet will and pleuure 1 it Willi, DO doubt, 1m nu. 
pleua.nt thillg for luch ~n to be Iuddenly .hom of all their 
privileges, and to be told that henooCorth they muwt be content 
to he onl1 aa units in the citizen.hip of a great empire, where tile 
_e JaWI were "' be equally a.dmwistered to all, withOllt 
diBti.ruOll 01 0010111' or or ereed. (Loud cheera.) But, rrir, bo .... 
enl' diaIMtefIll 1IIi8 ehADge might hayS ~ to thoae.,,~ 
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~ were bliJlded by .el&h coll8idel'llotiODa, it was hailed by 
.. natives of India. as the ina.u~~a.tion of a. ~ew state of things, 
under which 1_ a.nd order were to be supreme, and liberty for 
all, and Dot licence for a few, wa.s to be the guiding principle of 
tbe Government. You, sir, have Mao pointed out that the same 
principJes were again &ffirmed by thtl royal proclamation of 1858, 
when her' Majesty gave fresh pledges to her India.n subjects, 
prf'mising them impartial justIce, equal law8, and a fair sha.re 
in the ... dministTation of their own country. You will perhaps 
allow me to read a. sentence or two from one of thtl most in
teresting of historicM d<lCuments-I allude to the memorandum 
written hy the queen in her own hand for the guidance of the 
late Lord Derhy, when engaged in drawing up the proclamation 
of which I am "peaking. The memorandum ra.n as foHows: 
.. The Queen woulJ be glad if I,ord Derby would write it 
himself in his excellent langua.ge, hearing in mind that it is a 
femal" Sovereign who speaks to more tha.n a hundred millions 
of Eastenl peopl ... , on assuming the dirpct government o,·.,r them, 
&lid, after a bloody war, giving them pledges which her future 
reign is to redeem, and explaining the principles I)f her govern
ment. Such a document .110111<1 breath" the feelings of 
generoRit,V, benevolenl'c, and religious to1<'ration, Rnd point out 
the privileges which the InJian8 will re"eive in being placed on 
Illl ~'1llality with the subj('cts of the Brlti.h Crown, and the 
prosperity f()!lowing in tl,e train of cil,jh~ .. tion." (Applause.) 
These noble sentimf!nts of till' queen wpre faithfully eml.odied 
by the minist" .. in the proclama.tion of ':is, and her Majesty's 
w<>rd. went straight to the heart. of ber Indiau subjects, and 
did 1II0re than anything else to tran'luillize their minds and to 
seoure their loyalty aIter the terri!.>le calamities that imme
diat,~ly preceded it. But, sir, tho actual fulfilment of these 
pfomieee h&8 been to a large ntent prevented by the strong 
anu determined resi$ta.nce of the Anglo-Indian community. 
(Bear, hear.) Whenever attempts ha"e been made by successive 
Indian administmtions to proceed on the lines of a. just an.d 
liool'llol policy, they have im'lU'isbly eooounteTed the bitter a.nd 
uQCOQlpromi.ing ho.Wity of a. section of their own countrymen 
in India. Y QU may form some ideIL oCtne difficulties that have 
to be o:Torceme by a oonseielltioua ruler a.nxious to dQ hi. dot)' 
I.Qwards t.he people of IndIa, ",hen even a states_ of IJWlb un
Q.oubled force of cbAra.ctel' and atrength C)f mind a8 the late Lord 
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Lil~oo wuobligri toeinnplain 80 Itroilgl,. Of' the attitde Of 
his countrymen &8 we find him doing ill some of -thOlle prhot.te 
letters whicla ha~ been lately published. Well, the ooJl8equeiioe 
is tbat, although half a century bIoS gone by einoe the Act' of '3& 
wu pUBed, we have atill in India one law for the Europe&n 'alid 
another for the na.tive, ILlld our crimiIial ilode is still full of 
invidious distinctions of race. Well, it 18 only one of these 
many distinotions-and probably the very sm.uleBt of tllem all 
-that is intended to be remt>dwd l,y the Ilbert Bill aboub which 
so mueh fullS is made. (Hear, hem'.) Of itaelf it is a sm.aIl 
mea.sure and so8.rl'.Cly worth figbtinit allOut. But then it is a 
step in the right direction, and lUJ unmista.kal>le indiCAtion of the 

, dosiro of the I ndiaa Government 1,0 ~lo\'ry out tbose principles of 
equality and justice that were promised 80 long ago. It is on 
this a('C!!Unt that our opponeats havt' determined to fight t,he 
old battle over again, while tho people of India, well aware of 
the important principle involved, ha"e come to rega.rd this Bill 
as a sort of test qnestion the fute of which i. to decide whother 
the policy cnunci"ted in 1833, alld again solemnly affirmed in 
'58, i. to i>e rea.lIy aded opon, .)r whethpT it is to i>e practic~lly 
reverspd alld repudiated. But before I maku any furtber COD!

ments YflU will perhaps allow we to gi"e YOIl in ono or l,wl) 
sentences 1\ fcw morc particular" regarding t.he general scope 
and hislory of this measure, 60 that you may jodgp for your-
6elv~. wh~tber the British empire is hkely to CaU to pieces as 
ijoon as this poor little B,ll is paH"rd into law. Well, up to the 
year 1872 Europeaos residing in India were altogp.ther exempt 
from the jurisdiction of lhe local conrt. in the interior, und 
could oniy be tried in one or other of tpe High courts in the 
presidency towns. Now, if you romemter the vast extent of the 
country, &.nd that offences committed by Europeans eould only 
be punished by a court Bitting at a di.tance of hundred. or 
PQIIsibly a. thonsand mileR, you will readily underd.and what 
this meant It meant nothing leo. than a poaitive dCllial of 
justice. It was accordingly {oUIJd neeeJsary in 1872 to alter the 
law to the rxtent of investing tho local courts with a. limitA!d 
juritdiction over EUTopea.n8. But the powere thu8 conferred were 
extremely.mall. For instance, a lJIagitrtrate ~ho could pBlIII a aen· 
tJnce o!twoyears impri&anmcnt on a native could inftict only three 
1J\ouths' impri.eonmtlnt on a. EuropPILu, while a. district judge who' 
~ elJlpowerea t.", pU. teBteDee of death upon .. uatin eonld Bot 

B 2 
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aDd a. Europea.u offender to prisoll for.ore tba.n twelve mOlUhs. 
(Cries of" sha.m6.") No daub!:-, gentlemen, it is a. shame, aa you 
oy. that these disijnct.iolls of race .hould be recognized by the 
Griminal law of the country, and it i. only na.tural t.bAt we 
Indians should look forward to a time in the neat future when 
u.l1 these invidious distlDcLionB will Le swept a.W&J. But to go 
ha.ck for a lDoOlent to tho year 1872; I .... &8 about to tell you 
that at that tiwe a new distinctIon was introduced which had 
hitherto been unknown. Up t u that time all judicia.! officers, 
whether native or European, were exactly on the same footing. 
Whenever a !J6rBon belonged to 1\ particular grade of the service, 
and filled Il. particular office, he exercised, as a matter of course, all 
the powers and jurisdiction Lelonbring to that office, without an,.. 
reference to his OW11 race or nationality. But in 1872 it was 
onacted by the code of Sir Jawes Stephen, who has always been 
an advoc,<te of ruce 'dlsalJiliti"., that even the limited juriscliction 
over EuropeauH whJCh was then conferred upon the loca.l courts 
should La e~erci~eu ollly by such judicial officers as were them
!!elve. Eurol>C;l,nij. (Hear, hea.r. ) Well, it i. this l"st distinction, 
which only came into <,xisicnco deven years ago, that is 
intended to be rCluoved by this Ilhert Bill. Even in 1872 
it WIl.8 OPP08,<1 I.y a strotl!; mitlority and wu.s only carried 
by It majoril,y of two. The mlUonty "'8.8 composed of sueh 
6U1illont Inen as Sir George C,.mpbell, whom I am glad to ~ee 
prelWlnt here, Il.Iltl Sir ](",hard T<'ml,le, whom I am sure we 
should all hltve welcoU\('d het·c 011 thi. OCr-MiOll in spite "f his 
reteuL ,'unverKlou t.(\ Toryism. (Hear, hear, and Ia.ughter.) 
W~lI, ladies aud gentlemen, you Bee now that this Bill is not such 
Q. very .. lal'1ning me .... ure after u.l1. It leaves oJl the rest of the 
apecillol l .. w8 in favour of European. entirely untouched. All 
that it seeks to do is to restore II. fo:w native judges Il.Ild magis
tro.t;..,,, of the highor grade tp thut footing of equality with their 
EUfo!J6l1on colleagues whi"h they would have enjoyed but for twi' 
disqualification intfl)duccd in 11::572. Our cha.irman baa o.Iao dn.wn 
your attention to the fa.et that thE.' men who are to be immediately 
diloted \'Y th~ proposed change ill the la.... are lot preaent J10t 

more thA1I. throe or four in number. and tha.t they h&ve all been 
edUCAted in tbili country, &lid bve ... on their W&y into the 
eeni\lt\ b, open competition with Engliah youtha iu LoDd~. I 
may a.lso iell you tha.t tbey ha,C\ &ll had "vera! years' judi<!.&l 
ea:perience, during which thel have giVeR uniform ...tiaC.Gti()n, 
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&lid . lOme of them b1'e efen r&ceiYed the ~ tIIanh of the 
Goftmment OIl tryiug 0IlCUi0DS. No" I uk you if it'. $:ely 
that llUoIl men will .. bime the trust thAt i8 intended to ~ repoI8d 
in them. (Cheers.) II it just or reIIIOlI&bJe to aBlIUIIIi6 that mea 
who have apent se'foll'al years of their ea.rly youth in Englantt 
who have experienced the hospitality of English_n, who h&" 
formed-as I doubt not, judging from my own oxpericnc!e-m&D.1 
laMing friendships in this country-is it fair to aMSl11lHl that 
Buch men will be swayed by r&lXl prejudice. on the judicial 
bench? Or is it p08flible that being natives of t.he country they 
will not be ahl@ to weigh the l'vidClIt'6 of th(1ir own cOllntrymen, 
or to di8crimiua.~ het.ween trut,1 and falsehood, at lOOl!t &II well 

'u foreign judges and magistrD.t.cs? No, ladies and gentlemen, 
look at the question frum what point of vi"w you will, it is 
impoasil>le to discoTer any real foundation for th .... allLrw that is 
pretenilcd to be Mt. (Loud I~pplau"e. ) The other ela.y, at 
another meeting in RUpport of Lord ltipon's policy, Sir John 
Phear, a distinguished judgl' of tbe Cul,'utta Hil(h Court, anella.te 
Chief Justice of Ct\ylon, after payill~ a high tribul" to t.he judi
cial efficiency of nlLtivo judj.(es, (·mphati,·ally declared tblLt bA 
had carefully read all tbe r"]lnrte<1 "\,01',he8 "A'ainst. tbis 
measure, but, wh£'ther it WlUI due to hi. own want of IlOrc~pt.ion 
or not, he had utterly fuiled to ."0 any justification for the 
excitcm('nt I,bat prevails. Well, if tb~re iM 110 rpal ol~.;ctiotl to 
t he Bill itself, tben we are fort",d to go bebind and to Keek else
where for an e~ph~nation of the a~ltation thl1l, hl18 been set O{I 

foot. The fD.ct i., the opposition is not ItO much to the TIbert 
Bill as it i. to the general character of I,ord Riron's policy, 
The scbeme of ]ocal.elf.governmunt-to whicb reference ba.s ~en 
made hy the chairmo.n, and whi .. 1l is, uftrr 0.11, nothing more than 
a development, of what ... 11.11 proposed yoo.r. lI,go by men like the 
late Lord Lawrence, and t.ho con.N·vo.tive Lord Mayo-the 
repeal of the Pres. Act, the high appoi ntmente recently 00ll· 
lerred upon /MIme of my countrymen, and the preference for the 
elective ftyl~m, which Lord Ripon baA Ihown, not only in hiB 
re.olation on local government, but alQo in the reDllLrkable 
invitation that was lately given to K,me ot the politie&! ILI!socia.. 
tion. in Bengal, uking them to ChOO8C their own representative 
for a V&ca.nt _t, in the Legislative Council-a.ll tbe8e tIIiBga 
baye indieated .. det&miuation to carry out the prom. ot .t.he 
qvem IUId P.rliamftt, which hu endeared the pr_t Yi~1 
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• t4e people of India., but baa alto ra.iaed up ag..mat hilll .. boat 
qf enemies 1UD0ng a ~ctioll of hie own ooulltrymen who, if they 
iIad the power, would tea.r up the queetl'. procla.ma.tioll And 
bum the Act of '38. (Cheers. ) Well, no Olle knowa:better thlW 

our ebainna.n, a.nd thpae who co-opented "1'"ith him ill the great 
agitation aga.inst the Com Laws-no one knows better tha.n 
you, air, that there is no aurer way of making en~mieB than by 
a.tta.cking a powerful monopoly. In this instance the Iaostility 
has been all the more bitter because of the contrast between the 
a.dministraiion of Lord Ripon and that of his immediate prede
cessor, who was well described by Lord Hartington, a. few years 
ago, as being everything that an Indian viceroy ought not to be. 
Well, the discontented persons to whom I have referred were 
lying hy for a suitahlo opportunity wben they might bope to 
enlis' the pa.sions and prejudices of the Anglo.Indian commu
nity Bgainyt Lord Ripon's Government, and they felt that snch 
a.n opportunity presented itself when Mr. !lOOrt's Bill was ill
trodU(led into tho. I,el(ie;l!ttive Council towards the beginning of 
this year-although it is a remarkable a.nd significant fact that 
when the meIL.me was first allDounced!l.ll being in contemplation, 
two years ILI::O, it exeiletIuo opposition and no alarm whatever. 
Tho present ILltltudo of the Angln-Indian community Was not 
assumed till after the discolitented personB of whom I have 
spoken put their head. togtlther, n.nd till after inflamwa.tory 
articles bad appearpd in ~oll1e of the most scurrilous Anglo. 
Indian journal., antI violent speeches had been made by Oal
cutta law yers antI ot hero, containing sowe of the most infamous 
attlJ.Cks that have ever been made against the natives of India. 
But, sir, I am glad to th ink the question SeenlS now likely to be 
discussed in this ,-ountry on Its own merits. The 1>6ople of 
India ha.ve no apl'reh"1I8ions as to the result. The policy of 
lJOrd Ripon is \10 new d~l'a.rtur". He is only carrying out the 
principles whi('h have k'Cn laid down by l'a.rliament, a.nd which 
wero "t~.iily kept in view by sncb eminent statesmen 808 Lord 
Ca.nninp; and th~ la.to Lord L'Lwrence. Severa.l yean ago, when 
Lord Ril'on was Secretary of State Cor India, he sa.id, writing to 
Lori. Lawft'noo: "I hope th\Lt you saw enough of me when we 
were together at the India. Office to know that I feel a.grea.t 
interest. in 1 ndi&D q\l('AltionB, a.nd in the welfare of the population 
for whose good govemment and rtlllpoueibility we &re,ft/IIPOII
Bible. And I can _ure you tha.t it is a.:o. 4naenee a.RtfMti0l1 
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to 1m! to bow that the principles OIIwhillh 1 ab<Nld. ~ iCI 
Bee the adminittration of India. condllCted, are those b,r 'Which 
you, lUI Govet1lOl"General, aN constantly guided." (Cb.een.) 
Al1d yet beca.use Lord Ripon baa honestly endeavoured to ~ 
in the footsteps of that great statesman, and to fulfil the 'prOmiMI 
of the sovereign whom he tepresents, hie adminiJtration baa 
been denoun~ in unme&lluTOO language, "bUe no epithets have 
been deemed too 'coarse and no Iangua.ge too foul to be applied 
to the natives of India.. (Hear, hear.) Sir, 1 will not dwell 
upon this last and, to U8, most painful feature of the Altgl~ 
India.n agitation. I will only 88.y t.his, tha.t if BUch a. course 
is persisted in, it cannot uut be productive of the IDOIt 
disastrous consequencc~, and it is ccrta.iniy in direct oppo
sition t to t.he advice t~ has been repeatedly given by 
some of the wisest statesmen that have ever held tha 
reins of government in India. 'l'be Ia.te Lord Lawrenee, 
at a farewell dinner given /'0 him in Calcutta. in 1869, a.ddreseed 
bis countrymen iu these word.: "And now I avail myself of 
this opportunity to entreat my ,~ountrymcn in India. of all ci_ 
te do their utmost in cultivating 1riendly and cordial relations 
with the people a.mong whom they dwelL 'l'he la.tter will well 
repay our sympathy and goodwill. Without the aid of the 
people we could never have weal,hered the storm of 18.57. How
ever great, however heroic the eXl·rtion s of our own oountrymeJI 
in evil days, they wer~ overlllstchE:d in the struggle, u,nd never 
coulJ have maintained themselves IIgainst the overwhelming 
odds to w hieh they were opposed, had they not been zealously 
aided by the efforts of loyal natives." (A})plause.) Well, 
these words of wisdom have b('(]n utterly disregMded on the 
present occasion. But the mischief that haa rn.'en done may not 
yet be irr;eparable. I h",ve little doubt that the jealousie. and 
antipathies of race which have bct'n 80 recklessly stirred up by 
OUr opponents, but the responsibility of which they Me ».Ow 

seeking to fasten upon Lord Ripon-I doubt not these a.ngry 
feelings will soon subside lind be forgotten. EngliJhmen /Uld 
nativee of India have lived on terms of friendahip in the put, 
and there is no fe&llOn why they should not continne to do so ill 
the fntnnt. Bnt whether this is to be so or not must depend ill 
• greIt m_re on the degrtoe of 8Upport whic}l a. just IIJId 
enlightened admillmration like that of Lord Ripon mighll 
reoeive at the. banlh of his countrymen here. Our ehairm,a.n 
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_ laid that he would like to &Ilk the fonnidahle' deputatioll 
tiu..t J:eCently waited upon Lord Kimberley whether they would 
'care to face the perils that would be likely to arise if their 
COUllllela were followed. I W1U venture to add that if you wish 
to create another Jrele.nd in the Ea.st, where you would have to 
deal with the disaJi"ection not of 8,000,000, but of 250,000,000, then 
you ha;ve only to liaten to those who ba;ve a;lrea;dy shouted them
selves hoa;rse in India, and who a;re now attempting to thrust 
their baneful couDsels on her Majesty's Government and the 
English na;tion. (Hea;r, bea;r.) It is for you to say whether 
you will continue to ma;intain a; Just a;nd generous policy, ca;l. 
culated to concilia;te tbe feeliegs and to enha;nce the loyalty of the 
na;th'es of India;, or wheth~r you, tbe people of England, will 
suffer the sceptro to l'a.s~ away from your hand. to those of an 
unscrupulous and clamorous clique who desire to perpetuate 
injustice and oppression, but wbo nevertbeless look to you iu 
the long· run to defend and to protect them with your blood and 
your tl'eaoure, when long-c:ontinued wrong and injustice have 
l,roduced t.heir natuml consequences, and have brought about, It 
may be, SOnle direful calamity. We have no representative 
institutions in J nilia, lind our voiee c'tnnoi be heard in your own 
national couucils, but we have the sail.factJon of knowing that 
our cause has found powerful cbampions among some of thl' 
greatest of your countrymen, and none more eloquent or more 
truly nol.le-hIllLrted thllll hf' who. through nearly llUlf It century 
of public life, has b{>~n It. a beu,>on to Englanu and to the 
ci.llized world, anu who hilS dOlI(' us thl' bonour of presiding 
here on ihis oec ... ioll. (Loud cbe(>rs.) \Ve have also abundant 
fait,h III tho justicc of the Ellgli,h nation, aud we cannot believe 
that you will now turn your hlU:k UI'O!1 your principles, or tbat 
you will shrink from givmg your hea.rty support io the viceroy, 
wpo, lI.lllidat difficllltirs of no ordinary character. is endea.vouring 
to give dfoot to the will uf Parliament and to redeem the plighted 
word of the:queen. (Enthusiastic applause.) 

SPEECIl m' THE RWHT HONOURABLE W. E. FORSTER, M.P. 

liB. FORSTER, M.P .• who On coming forward to propose the 
finlt reaolut~on 'IV"'" received with IQud ehQeI"ll, said: Ladies &ltd 
gtlutle_.-'I'he resolution which I hLve beau asked to propoae 
is thi.:-

<l 'l'hat thia DI!lIlting e:ll)re88e& its· confidence m the Ld. 
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ministra.tinn of the MlIoI'quis of Ripon, Vieeroy of India., alll1. 
its lleJief tha.t lIis policy is tm.iculated to promote tlIe·'II'eliu& .of 
all classel! of her Majesty's Indian subjectll." . .. 

After the two speeches you have hea.rd, but few wo~ "1'8 
WlIJ1ted from me. But you will u.llow me, I doubt Dot, v~ briefly 
to etu.te why I feel it my duty to take part in this _ting. I am 
prepu.red to u.dmit that there ollght to be good I't'MOns for dillH)UB8-
ing questions of Indian u.dmini.trlltion upon English platib/'lD,l. 
These questio}ls are at once difficult aud important; they inyoh'e 
principleH upun which depends the happiness 01 80 JD&Dy 
millions, and yet they almost all of them require for fitting 
treatment 80 much knowledge of detail that it might well be 
said thu.t if l'arhu.mentary ,.ssemhlie~ "re fit for anything-if 
there is ,.' suhject whICh ought to h" discllssoo by the HOUle of 
Commons with fairness and mod(>rot.ion, and on which both aides 
ought to he beard, it wonid be su"h questions u.s we have !o 
consider to-day. But what is om JI"Mitinn? '1'he opponenb of 
Lord Ril'()O's polic'y have not shown filly anxi,·ty to have a deba.te 
on the subject jn the HOUhO of Comlnons. They ha.ve IHt the 
mlttter to Mr. AshnlPad-BartlrH (IulIghter), a.nd alt.hough I am 
told he bas a motioIl down for }l'riday ("'~llIng, even he by not 
found it easy to frame t.la' wordb of :hc r,,"olulion IJe inwnda to 
propose. (Ronewed laught~r.) But whill' there ba. been no 
anxic1y to bring thi" '1'1<'"lio11 forward wlH're hoth sides could be 
beat'd, there hilS l,een the mORt ddermined, energetic, and per
sistent effort to appeal to l'u!.lw "pinion to condemn tbe poliq 
of Lord Ripon; and, as one of those wbo approve of tbat policy, 
I would say that, after all, for g'ood or f'!f iII, England govem8' 
India, and that, as the I'u!.Iic "pinion of England governs tb" 
Parh"ment of England, it is our duty to talil! care tha.t.not olle 
side onll shall he presented to the p"I,lie. (Cbeen.) You have 
he.ard the other Bide to-day. 1 am not now alluding 80 much 
to the speech of lIfr. Bright, wbose eloquence and whose know
ledge of India you have long known, aij to another _peech, 
and I wish, if we had II. debate in the House of Commons, that 
this representative of the people of India tha.t we ha.ve just 
hea.rd, Mr. Ghose (loud cheen), efould th~re plead their C80Use. 
(He.r, hea.r.) I anI not ~ure but th80t &ome Engli~hcoIl8tj,. 
tueacy lD&1 think it an honour and II. pri.,jk>ge to iIflud to 
the House of CommoDe a.n Indian chamI,ioD of hill native 
feUow-eubjenUl. (Bear, hear.) BUi, at any rate, there are 



* .-.id thlot he would like to ask the formidAble' deputation 
~ recently waited upon Lord Kimberley whether they would 
'eare to face the perils that would be likely to arise if their 
counsels were followed. I will venture to add that if you wish 
to create another Treland in the East, where you would have to 
deal with the disall'ection not of 8,000,000, but of 250,000,000, then 
you have only to listen to those who have already shouted them
selves hoarse in India, and who are now attemptll!lg to thrust 
their baneful counsels on her Majesty's Government and the 
English nation. (Hear, hear.) It is for you to say whether 
you will continue to maintain a just and generous policy, cal
culated to conciliate the feelings and to enhance the loyalty of the 
natives of India, or whether you, tbe people of England, will 
8uifer the sceptre to pass away froro your hanrls to tho~e of an 
unscrupulous and clamorous clique who desire to perpetuate 
injustice and opprcsBion, but who novertheless look to you in 
the long-run to dcfenil anil to protect them with your blooo and 
your trelLilure, when long-rontinneil wrong and injustice have 
produceil their natural consequenl'es, and hllve brought IIhout, it 
may be, somo direful calamity. We have no representative 
institutions in Indu1, alld our voice cannot be heard ill your own 
national councils, but we have th" satl.faction of knowing that 
our cause has found llowerful champions among some of tho 
greatest of your countrymen, and nom' lUore eloquent or more 
truly nobill-hoarted than he who, thrnugh llc'aTly half a century 
of public life, has bl'm "s a beaeon to England and to t.he
dvilizec1 wOl·1d, and who btlS ilone us the honour of presiding 
here Gn this occltsion. (Loud cheers.) '" e have also abunda.nt 
faith in tbe justice of the Euglish nation, and we cannot believe 
thllot you "Will now turn your \.ack ul'on your principle., or tbat 
you will .hrink from giving) our hearty support to the viceroy, 
w)1o, n.wid.t ditlicultieR of no ordinary character, is endeavouring 
to gIve cffect to tho will of Pllrliament anil to redeem the plighted 
woru of lho:queell. (Entbusiastic apl'llI.uR(l.) 

SrEECH OF THE RIGHT HonoURAIH,E W. E- FORSTER, M.P. 

MR_ FOR6TEIl, M_P., who 011 coming forward to propose the 
fir~t resolution WILl! rooeived with lQud cheers, said: Ladies and 
gentlemen,-The resolution which I bave been asktld to pr0pG68 

iaihis:-
~ Tht tba meeting Ol:preues its C01lftdeDCfI in the ad-
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mmRtra.tion of the Marquis of Ripon, Vieetoy of India.. ana 
ita belief tha.t bis policy is ('&loul&ted to promote the w~ d 
.u c1afl8e8 of her Ma.jesty'" Indian 8ubjeots." 

After the two speeches you have heard, but few warda a5 

wanted from me. But you will allow me, I doubt not, very briefly 
to state why I feel it my duty to take part in this meeting. I ... 
prepared to admit tha.t there ollght to be good reason~ for dil!C)U.:
ing questions of Indian aUministrati('n upon Eng1ieh pla.tforme. 
These questio.ns are ILt once difficult and important; they involve 
principles upon which depends the happiness of 80 mally 
millions, a.nd yet they almost all of them require for :fitting 
treatment 80 much knowledge of de/a.il that it might well be 
sa.id that. if Parliamentary aBeembl;". aro fit. for anything-if 
there is a suhject which ollght to ho discussed by the House of 
Commons with fairneHs and Dlo<l!'mtion, awl on which both sides 
ought to he heard, it wOlllu be Bueh qm,.tions as we ha.ve to 
consiuer to-day. Bllt what is our I,osition? The opponents ()f 
Lord Ripon's pohe), have not BllOwn any anxiety to have a debate 
on the subject m the Home of Commons. They h"v6 l~ft the 
matter to Mr. AAhmead-Bllrtl!'tt (laughter), and .. Uhough I am 
toM he h<1. a motion down f<or Friday f'Huing", even he haa not 
fuund it "asy to fmlne tll" word. of !he rCboJut,if)Il he intRnds to 
propose. (Rpnewpd laughter.) Hnt while tJwro has been no 
anxiety to bring thi. q1H·>tion forward wh"re both sides could bo 
heard, there has been the Dlo~t ildermincd, etlergetic, and per • 
• i.tent effort to appeal to Imbli" 01'1l1l0n to ("onuemn the policy 
of Loru Ripon; and, as one of th"Be v. ho a1'pro\'e of that policy, 
I would say that, after all, for go",l or for ill, England governs 
India, and that, 0.8 the publIc "pillion of England governs tho 
Parlidoment of England, it 18 om ilut..v to take rore that DOt olle, 
side onl] shall he pres(mled 10 the puhllc. (Cheers.) You have 
heard the other side to-day. I am Dot DOW alluding 80 much 
to the speech of Mr. Bright, whose elo'l(lCDCe and whose InlOW. 
ledge of InUla. you have long known, as to a.nother speech, 
&lid I wish, if we ha.<1 a uebate ill the HoulO of Commons, tha.t 
this representative of the people or India. ,bat we have jUlt 
h<lm"d, Mr. Ghose (loud cheers), could there plead th9ir ca.uae. 
(Baar, hear.) I IUD Dot sure but that some Eogl.i8h colUlti
woocy may think it a.n hononr and a pririIege to aend to, 
the Houee of COIJ)lI1OnB an Indian chawI,ioD of biB n~", 
fellOW.BUbject1!. (Hear, hear.) But, at Imy rate, tMre are 
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~ or the Houle of Commons here tCHiay, and the puMie, 
r trait, will have a. co.reful report of this meeting, and willfilid 
that there are two sides to this question. I a.gree with Mr. 
Brigbt that the most Itriking feature of this a.gitation is its 
exaggeration (hear, bear)-tbe insufficiency of tbe measures 
which are denounced, even from the point of view of those who 
dellounce them, to produce the effects attributed to tbem:. Take 
thia question of loc~ self-government; and I am not sure it is 
not the more important measuro of the two (Mar, hClu)-I 
am not sure that the opposition to the TIbert Bill is not vfYrJ 
much on a.'ccount of the opposition to the Local Self-Government 
Bill It is II. most interesting and informing fact whicb Mr. Ghose 
tells us, that the outcry again~t tbe TIbert Bill was so little until 
this measure of 10P",1 self-governmt'nt appeared. This measure 
ha.s been decried antI denounced as tbe abdication of the En~lish 
rule, as the destr uetion of all govl'rmucnt in India, awl yet., 
when we come to Cllll111ine it, it i~ 80lely and simply an attempt to 
d\lvc1ope t.hose municlpll.l institutions which successive governors 
a.nd st"tcsmen of Indi" h.Lve dedared to be a most hopeful fact.. 
I might 8Upport this by mll.uy quotations, Lut I will only give 
one from the words of a miLl! who was pcrh!l.J:'s t.he greatest 
of Indian vi,'eroys, aM well as one of the greatestEnglishllll'n that 
ever lived. I mean Lord LawrencE', Ho was certainly not weak 
or wanting in firmness; aud wLat did he ""yabont Indian muni
oip&.1 institutioIls? "Great benefits are to be expected from the 
establishment of a system (.1' munieipal adminihtration in India. 
Neither the central nor the local governml'nts are capable of 
providing either tiw fuuds or the executive agency for impro
vemel:lt. in the various cities and towns of India wbich are 

.demanded by t.he rtLpid development of the wealth of the 
country, The people of India are quite capable of administer
ing thf>ir own Affa.irs. TL,· municipal feeling i. so deeply rooted 
ill t.bem that tbe villag., communities are each like little 
republitlS ; IIJld balding tlle I'osition Wl' do in India., every feeling 
of duty an,] policy would induce us to leave as much as p0s

sible of the bu.iuess of t.be ~ountry to be done by the ptlOple." 
(Cheers.) This.a.s no hasty rema.rk in convenation, or even 
in .. pri,ra.te l~ter; it is an erlract from a. nlflolution puaed by 
Lord Lawrence's Government on the 31st of August, 1864, ~d 
signed by him. There .. !WI a. de~te in the House oC Lordtr in 
",hioh both aides were heard on the question. Lord ~ttou 



.2r 
then attacked Lord RipoD'ltpolicy ill a _~. of ~k.we 
ability. a.nQ. everything th.t could be said ~ it .. Aoidby 
hint. But there were aU8wers given by nU'IQ~ of the Govan.
ment under whom Iiord Ripon is acting-by Lord XiDlberJeYt Lord 
Northbrook, &Od the Lord Chanoollof; &Od this mllCll at leNt 
a.ppeared to be clear belore the close of that debate, th&t tbU 
question which 11'86 first spoken ofaa the beRilUliug of the 
destruction of the Government of India. 11'&11 narrowed down to 
a question of mere detail-a very important detail, t admit, but 
a mere detail-namely, whether the Engliah diBtrict olloial 
should or should not pTe.ide o~er these municipal.ti04. Lord 
Ripon thinks th .. t as a rule tbcsa municipalities would be better 
guided and controlled from witbout ~ban trom withiD, and t.hat 
advantages would be ga.ined if the English oftlci,tls were not 
responsible for tbo dccioion of the councils. and if the members 
of the councils would Te.dlzc their responsibility. But Lord 
Ripon has said repeatedly t,hat he applies no hlLrd and fa.st rule 
to these mnniClpaliti~s; that Iw does not intend to treat a11 
disiricta alike; that he will h\ke into consideration the position 
of each di~trict; tbat lIE' w,lI cuuolder the difference. between 
rur.u cOIDmuDlties and towns. and that there may be at present, 
and may continue to bC', liallY cIlse. ia which it is desirable tha.t 
the English dIstrict official should be 0. memher of the council. 
And yet ther() are Anglo-Ind,ans slill saying that thl$ meuure 
means revolution' Now, I need not say much a.bout the Ilberi 
BilL We might suppose, if it should p ...... tha.t wha.t with 
false accusation. and IH'Pjudi('ed aud I,artial judges the life 
and liLerty of no Englishman would be safe. The queen'. pro
clamation has be~n read to you. It says nothiog of colour, 
nothing of ra.ce. nothing of creed. 'l'ha three conditions which 
it lay. down are education, ability, and inWgrity. AR regard. 
the first, you all know that u .. tives of Indio. do often obtaiD a.l1 

educ:.lion here at great cost and with great trouble, a.nd they 
h .. ve shown at el<8.Ininalions that they have benefited by'tba.t 
education. Then they have sbown themselves qualitied u good 
judges over Europeans as well lUI nlLtives. In Calcutta, for 
enmple. they have tried aud judged EDgli.lhme~ &Dd oijaer 
Eul'<lpe;ans, &Od judged them well, and noll', because it it pro
posed to extend thi. sy8tew to the proviooea, a.nd t\lldcr cert.ain 
Yery limited condition to allow a very tmall number oC n&tire 
judgee to e~ in the country juriadiction similar to tb&t 
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whioJa they e&D already exercise in the presidential cities, the 
.arice i. _riouely gi~n that Englishmen should leave India. 
l1DIee. the Viceroy be recalled and disgraced. (Laughter.) It is 
iIIstraeti"e to look back and to see that this strong Anglo-Indian 
feeling, which can only be accounted for by race prejudices, 
.sa 8.S strongly shown some ye.lrs ago, when the following 
glaring injustice was removed. It was the case that Europeans 
could not be tried in the sarno courts in which natives were 
tried. The Act remedying that was denounced lUI the Black 
Aot, and I beliE'lve that on tbe first occasion when a man was 
rmniehed under that Act there was a renewal of the outcry. 
There i. a Bhort leader in our great paper this morning- in tho 
l'imea-wbich hints that some g~ntleman who may take part in 
this meeting ought to an"wer the opinion of the Judges of the 
High Court of Calcutta, which is publish"d in that newspaper. 
Well, the opinion i. three column. long', and I tbink that it. 
could hardly be exp.ert~t1 t.bat a layman shollld gtve an imme
diate 1'''1'ly to a statement coming from .0 many lawyers of high 
position. (Laughter.) nnt I om inclinecl to believe, with Mr. 
GhoBe, that some mocleration is hcginning to be ~hown in India 
itself, 1:xlcause those who express tIl(> opinIOn to which I have 
referr,.cl, though they muy Lt' ('pl'0seil te) the IIllt'rt Bill, by no 
mean. take 111' t e .ame grollnil wLi,'h wn. tnl.rn IIp a little while 
ago. This Ilocuruent is 1< cal\'fllistatcm .. nt, whirh will clouhtl .... 
be liatene,} to hy Lor" Ripon alld the tiovt'rnment, saling 
tbllot there aro Bome furtht'.' ('onditio,," whi,'11 ought to be imposed, 
IUld SODle modifications thl'\. might b,' mad.·. But there is no 
attempt to ulert, us has l,oeil IlB"t'rtecllwrc und in Illflla, that 
the principle of this Bill i. wrong. 'rhere is DO at.tempt to state, 
-what I have seen .tat ... ,l over and over n:::ain-tbat it i. the 
ina.liena.bll' privilege of every l:nglishman to b.. under n.n 
..o.mini.trat.ion of justice d'fferinl-: from that Bt't apart for th .. 
native.. (Hclol', hoor,) Tb"re IS no at tempt to asM'rt that 
prillciple; Lut there i" on the contrary, Itn admission that the 
denial of that principle h". not had It bad effect in BOrne cues. 
Lookillg at the esag~rn.tion. 011 tlJi. suhjeot, I would uk why 
t h_ glaring incollsistt'ncie8 l",lween facta and fears? Why 
thia inoon&i8tency between whlLt "e now hear aDd past proCes
siuns P Th_ i. need of cX},lanation, and I am sorry to I&y 
that. I belieTe the eqlJAllation to be this, that great priDeiple& 
are at stake even in thi. mCUUTe; thai there is a reaction 
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a.gainllt the glorious proci&ma.tion of the qu~ ; ,that ~ i, & 

belief, and an attempt t.Q realize the belief, ih&t 1_ Ihould be 
governed by a European governing clas!!, lIoII Mr. G~ .a.id, 
but as I would lI&y by au E'Ilglish governing cute. lB.-, 
hear.) Well, I believe that an attempt t.Q rea.li18 .~t ,idea. 
would be fraught with peril; a.nd I would call upon thoae .. 
hold it to remember one or two facts. They mui; IWt ,ful(8t't 
that this governing caste must be supported by an &mIy in 
which a very l:l.rge majority do not belong to tha.t govercing 
caste, but are Hindoo8. They must not .forgot two other fa.cte....
that Weswrn civilizat.ion a.nd Englillh principles of gOVBn:imeut, 
if they mean anything, mean iho a.b ... htion of all caste,; and they 
must not forgflt t.hat our ju.titica.tion for being in India. i. not 
merely that we give to the HlDdoos law and o)'der, but that we 
aim at rai~ing tbem in til<' standard of civiliution. Thia is 
not only the justification of our rule in so f~ as we strive to do 
it, but it is to 0. certain .'xtmt, whether we will it or not, the 
necessity of our rule, and a Ileecesity wilh which eveD the oppo
nents of Lord RIpon's 1'olic'Y will hlLVO to deal. We canDot help, 
by our very contact with the n!Ltivt!s of India, imbuing them, or, 
if y<.u prefer the wrm, infecting thom, with Western moda of 
thought, WestNn aspirations, Ilna West..>rn ideas; nor while 
we tHe doing th!Lt can ",e help weakening the old bonds of 
society; lind herein lies the ilunger as woll !L8 th1) hope of the 
future (of Indill. EUf(lanil has 1'1[L('ed Indio, in the pa.th of pro
{,"l'eSR, but there is no denying that it i. & IJath beset with 
danger. Doubtless t IlI'TC is " very il ;fficult task imposed upon 
Lord Ripon an.] upon all Indial) viceroys, and, indeed, UPOIl 
the Enghsh Parliament, and the people of England. (Hear, 
hear.) England's govcmnwnt of India must be finn and strong. 
A w('ak government would bo the greatest curse which we could 
inflict- uI,on the inhabitll!lts of Inllia.. But our government 
must be just a.a well os firm. We must not forget or fear our 
own principles. (Cheer •. ) I.ord Ripon does !lot fea.r thOle prin
ciples through which Englishmen hove become & mighty nation, 
as, for example, the principle of equaljustioe in the o.dminiBtro.tioD 
of law. Therefore I call npon you to support him against thilout
cry, .. hich is equal in violence, o.nd equal, 1 believe, in unfa.inlBIII 
a.nd unreason, to tho.t with "hich Lord C&Ilning wu .... iled 
wben he .trove, a.nd I o.m thllnkful to By with great.~ to 
FBVBnt ju.tille ~m baing repla.ced by revenge. (Loud cbeea.) 
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8m G. C.urPBELL said: 1 am very glad to have an oppor

tunity of $IlCOnding this motion, if it is only to impress on you 
that-as I a.nel ma.ny otherA present here to-day and outside the 
doors, unable to get in, show-Anglo-Indian opinion is not aU 
against J..ord Ripon's policy (cheers). You have listened to 
most admirable a.nd weighty spef'ches of great omtors a.nd 
statesmen, in almost a.1l of which I quite agree, but if I were 
to take exception to anything it would be to some expressions 
which might seem to a.slume that this is a 'luestion 1>etween the 
Europeans and the natives in I nuia It is true that many of 
the European residents in Inelia, and even some of the civil 
nOrVIlJ)t9 of the ~rOWI1-nlOl'e, perbaps, those retired in this 
<country than those working in India- hl1v~ heen carried aw<1.Y by 
a noisy and unscrupulou~ agitation, but I bdievc that the grea.t 
mus of tbe civil servants and many others have re.i8teu that 
current of opinion. I have )lOt, a, word to say for the lawyers who 
have taken so actIve " part in g"('tting up the cry, there nre 
present SOlUe lawyers who roilY "peal.. for tbem.elreB; hut I 
would prlty evon our (·hairmnn ll(,t to be too hard on the Civil 
Service. (Laughter Itnd cheers.) Tlw Civil ServiN' have alIVay. 
been the friend. and protectors, not the oppressors. of the 
native.- that i. the tradition (Jf tIle sen-iei', and I hal"' they 
will never depart from it. (Tlear, lit'nr.) 1t secms to me that 
the 'lu~"tion. raised hy I.ord Ri!,()n'. policy art' not questionR 
\xltwecn blaek and wbite, IlI1t quc;tions hcbveen tbe nlany and 
the few. I was not cntbu.iastie Ithoul Lord Jt,ipoll Ilt the time 
of his appointment,. l'nt, I have carefully lnark"d his career, and 
have come to entertain t,b., higb(,.t. oJ,inion of hi. ('baraeter and 
cOlldud. (LJud applause.) It 8<'<'U1" to lUe that he is, abov~ all 
'thillge, an honNlt man-amI pohtil'1l11lOnesty is not so common 
... virtne. He is a man of (~"mag'" and of thoronghness. The 
objet"t to which he devotes bimself i. the welfare of the mass of the 
people, the greatest hapl'in('ss of the grea.test numoor. He is 
one oC nature's own Liberals, in the true and highest sense
not in II> part;' Sl'n90-- in tbe sense in which the late Lord Mayo, 
though II> Consernti\"e in English politics, was a true and real 
J.Jberal in a..-tion. (Hev.:r, bear.) I llClieve it is true, as the 
resolution a1ilrms, that Lord Ripon'. policy i. for the good 
or all classes; but those who a.ct for the \xluelit of the COtDmunity 
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at large, bring OOWU on tbelDllelves the cries aad the .~ of 
th~ ~ah oligr.rchi.8tll who ar,e aJIect$l by their ~ . I 
do then moat heartily support this resolution, not &0; muoll, in 
reg&rd to PllortiCUia.r measures as with rega.rd to ~ g~l 
policy and conduct of Lord Ripon. I shall not SIloY lIj.uoh Of ,~e 
particula.r measures to which allusion has been made. 'Thll 

smallest of them is tha.t which ha.a C&Uled most outcry, :wh"t 
is called the nbert Bill. The eloquent nllotive apea.ker who~ you 
hllove hea.rd has given you 110 good IIoccount of th~ cireu DlSt-.U<:eII 

which gave rise to thllot mea.sure. But olle thing he omitted to 
mention. True it is tha.t previous tn 1833 EUTOIJtl&Il8 in Iudia 
were wholly exempt from the jurisdiction of the loca.l court& 
But they were also 8ul~('Ct to very seyora restrictions in regard 
to holding land and otherwh." and there was one very etfe~-tive 
safeguard ag.unst misconduct on- their part, viz. that they 
were liahle to bo put on boaril 8hip, and deported at the 
will of the East India Company. Whatever the faults of tha.t 
company it always wa.. the [riena ana protect.or of its native 
subjeets, anu Europoans who opl'resaed them wero summarily 
deported. (Hoar, he'~r.) \Ve!l, in 18:{:j l'a.rlialUcnt removed 
the restrict.lOns .again"t Europl',wB in India, and a.bolished 
arbitra,ry ul"portation. ; hnt then it. wade it a condition, repelttedly 
expre_spd 111 stro"g language, that they .1lOnld t)C subjnctcd to 
the laws anu tn\)ullill. of tLe ('(luntry, and that the natives 
shoul,l he protecteu from "l'l,n'MHion, nut ily deportation, but by 
~'<iual laws. }'row that time t.o tLis a SUC('CSSiOD of distinguished 
legiRlators, from Macaulay dowllwa.r·l" have been striving to 
give effect to this l'ledge of j'urliam1'nt, and they have done a 
good deal, hit Ly bit, though Ih('re La8, time after time, been a 
cry as if the world was cowing to ltD elld, Leca.uMe 80 IDUl!h was 
done. The l)lcilge has not Leell wholly fulfilled yet, and I do. 
not. know that the time has cowe when it can he carri~-d out in 
full, but this Ilbcrt Dill is anot1er .mall instalment in tha.t 
direction, and that is all. (I-Iear, hl'ar.) It. might ha.ve been a. 
perfectly f"ir But.ject of di.cu8.ioIl whether, looking to the 
va.rions measures on ha.nd, it was- or was not desirable to make 
thie just and necessary reform at thi. particula.r ~oment; but I 
ha.ve 110 he$itation whatever in pledging my/lelf, by ..u my 
knowledge and experiellcC, that all the cries a.bout driving any 
capital and proba.ble outrages on Europ<'am, a.nd a.ll the rett oC 
it, a.re the mere.t, and pnre~ Jictions got up for PU!pOMll of 



32 

~. (Loud a.pplause.) Tha.t agita.tion is most miscbievous 
..ud harmful. The Government ca.nnot and will not yield to it. 
1 trust they will never think of doing so, but will firmly support 
Lord Ripon and his Government. Another me&llUr6 of Lord 
Ripon's is the scheme of weal government. Lord Lawrence ha.s 
been quoted on that subject. It is certu.inly the case tha.t in no 
country in the world are loca.l self-governing institutions more 
andent, and nowhere were they more effective than when we 
arrived in India. The country ha. been truly described as a 
congeries of little rcpubllc8. Local Government thus i. but a. 
cherishing and reviving of a very old system. Lord Ripon has 
only laid down the general principle, and the details which are 
criticized are the work of the local governments. My idea is 
that we must proceed frOID below upwards, grouping together 
for onme lJUrl'0.es the indil:cnous VIllage communities, and 
graduo.lly coming to lu.J'gcl· ureas of .eli.go,·ernment. (Cheers.) 
Perhaps the most important llICltAUfl' of all is th" great 'fenant
Right Bill, which is now before the Tnllian Legl.lative Cuuncil. 
Lord Ripon rc<'ugnizes tlmt in lndia the great mass of- the 
people 11.1'0 tultivu,torM of the soil, thut their well.bt>ing is above 
all uther ohjects, u,nll thut ,mall cuHn'u,tors .0 situated cannot 
be well plal'ell without a good system of tell ani-right. The 
questions Taisl·d ure pref·isely lIw8e wilh which we have lat.ely 
bc'Cu fl<ln;li", in hi.h 1,IUlcl Bllb, ItIlcl the re(·I","mtlOl1" of the 
Inuil1ll Il1l1dlor<1. nrc preci."ly those to which we have lK'en 
accu.tomed. in the lllOuths uf Iri.h landlords. But there is this 
gr" .. t Jifferent·c, tLul. wl"'reus in lrclulld the former law had 
taken .. way all rights of the cultivators, ILnd what h"" 1l0W been 
done lor them i. ill sowe wrt " revucatioll of an unjust law, in 
Indio., 011 the contmry, the laws of !.<ml Cornwalli.' time 
declared &.nd IDu,inLaillcd the rights of the ryots in the 
strongest terms, and lh~ present meusurcs are only d.e"igned to 
restore and ensure. those legll.l rights which had been sapped 
and ulld"rmint·d by time and tyralwy. Altogether, I a.m con
fident that III these and uther wnys Lord Ripon is doing a. great 
and good work, and I heartily ask you to 8upport this resolution. 
(Loud c:bool'6.) 

When the re~olution wu put, 0. gentleman in the body of the 
room in.isted (!n his right to move IUl 8.DIendment, and for B 

time there ,,!WI &ODIe OQnfU8ion. 
Mr. lawn laid. t.ba.t wito\). the programme whic:b. had been 
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•• ililUcl1e ' .. ... -lie ' ~;;io, ~,H~~ 
... ·o1Jjiet,if "·,~,~~'4Io'liJol,e ·_"·'i'.f' IJI; 
.....w,lIe 'ooWateflt to. do I» 'WitJioul ~,.", 
.r.lt~;· thfl 'gent1emIUl" in q~t.hll. '''''''~. 
~ .menclmeJ:l.t~ 

fA 'Bat thia meeting, "hile oordi"U1IUppottm,,~r:i/f':t\J 
Lord Ripoa in giving ~ IoUthori;, to dill, 'q .u_ 
~ as well lUI in ohecking the g.a &1K\, cruel. ,Ii ~< 
n&tlve I&ndlordil Q{ Bengal, deeply J'egl'ilU that" the ~JI,DlJr1t 
&lid the HOIl8e of Commons should h.vo aettro.1ed an ~ct, 
iII English jlUiice, or in the OODsiste'aoy of BUillish ,~ 
byl'6fusUlg to support the \'ehement protoets oILord RiJ'.lOll: Uid 
biB Council .nat oharging a eonliderable pott.io.u of. ,the ~ 
of our bondboldera' wa.r of IlOnquelt iu %,ypt upon ike reT __ 
of India." 

Tho &lI1eudment, having been seconded, wu plU to tl/iI. 
_ting, and a.lmoat una.nimouijly rejected. ' 

Tho resolution wa.a then carried uuauimoualy, with oheen. 

SPIlKC'R OF MR. W. CHICBELE PLOWDlilil. 

Mr. W. CIfICBl:LE PLOWDEN, CerlSW ComllJi .. ioner for W., 
and late extra member of the Viceroy" Legislative CottDOil; 
said : It is a. great gra.tifica.tiou to mc to tal."'O part in tIUa 
meeting, a.nd to be allowed t" propose the rOliolution whiob I 
&lI1 a.bout to read to you. The r8aolution is,-

.. That this meeting expresses its entire a.pproval of tb.e two 
mea.sur88 by which Lord Ripon propole8 to rai4e the higher 
clau of native magi.trt<te& to a p08ition of equality with· 
their Europea.n coUea.gues, and to tlItend the principiel of 
municil>&! government to population. whose loy..uy and in. 
telligeuee fit them to enjoy the privilege." 

In the remArks I 8111 a.bout to oft'er to y0111' oonliideraUmi, 1 
.hall not uk your attelltion to the genen.I que.tion of Lord 
Ripon'" polic, iD India. Yop have already h.rd lllueb.~ 
the speakexa who have preeeded mo upon f.his IUbject; _4 if 
on ilIItel'ing thil roes aDY of you felt any he8ita~ I 
Mould thiDk ihis is DOt likely to haTe been the "'-MtA) 
wW judpflDt yl1l1 ought to form in regard t.o:Lorcs ~ 
InotiaII policy. I am IlUre that h8litatiDa bu DOW di8l.ppeared, 'if 
it GiaW, ud any do\1bta you lII&y have mtert.a.ined bye ·beeIa 
ftIIIIIG'feIl m,.. JOU1' _mdt. A. to Illy OWn ~w. in ....-4' ... 
I.ord' .Ripon>. '&a.iua policy, I caD ,be it )'()Q in· a.' ,.,: .. 
__ ! 1 __ iWto be juIt.; 1 Qow it . ' it 11. .......... 
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e&rJH!.t i I believe it to be Bound &lid thoroughly p1'a.ctieaJ. IIDd 
tbM if COIIsilltently pllrsued it will be full of promise both'lor 
India &tid for Engls.nd. (Cheers.) In fact I m&y go very much 

, further thlloll that; for I a.m convinced tha.t it ill the only policy 
by which we can hope safely to govern lDdi&. It is moat 
desira.ble, in fact it i& essential, tha.t we should unit.e with our
selves in the administra.tion of India, 80 far as it is possible to 
do 10, our na.tive fellow-subjects, who a.re so deeply interested in 
the good administra.tiou of tha.t country. This, in fa.ct, bas 
been the aim and the end of Lord Ripon's policy,which we ask 
you to support, and w hieh 01lt' oPJ)oncnts teU you is a policy 
tba.t shollld be condemned. When I left India. last November 
I had the houour of a seat in the Viceroy's Legislative Council; 
and I was' a memher of that Council wben the Local Self. 
Government BillR, as th,..y are called, were Drat introduoed. 
I wa.e also one of the S~lect Corumittec to whom the first of 
thOle l,ooal Self-Government Bills, that for the Central Pro
vinces, was referred for opinion and report. When the Select 
CommitteI' hrought up in conncil lts report upon this particular 
n16asure, 1 took OlP "J'portunity tf) de('larf' what my views were 
on the But(ject; and I cannot do better than read to YOll. if you 
will allow me, the words "b,('b I Uwn used. For 1 am not 
TJropared to al1er in any w'~y whnt I then Raid, and 1 do not 
thiuJ( tbat I ('an put my vi,·w. upf"rf' you in a shorter or better 
fonn tban I tbpn 1mt, thelll h(·fore Hw I,egislative Council. 'rhis 
i. what I said: "1 nm not one of tho,*, who take what I believe 
I may fairly coil the ut'Sl'0nding views which characterize the 
oppouents of local self.go¥crnTIl,·ut in the shape in which such 
self-government has L''Cll ("h'iscd by this Government, It is 
now more than thirtr years Rinre I fir.t ente""d the service to 
which I ha.ve th .. honour to belong. The grea.ter ps.rt of. tb.&t 
time has been l'ueed in tbe discharge of duties a.pperttiining to 
district a.nd divisional administ.rative offices, which, I TIlutu):'e to 
8&Y, bring the official who diseharges them properly into ~ 
intimal e M'luainta.nce with the l'eol'le a.mouget whom he labours. 
One of tbe matu,rs which bas heen most forcibly brought home 
to me in the cnurse of these Y"&l'8 has been our singUlar failure 
to use the 'lUaWria.1 we ha.ve ready to our hand amongst 01ll' 

nativeIeU()W-subjootli for thr better administr&tion of the country. 
The remedy f01 this is a.t our own dool'l>. We m'llBt give to the 
p4lOl'le tbemselvell a .h&re in their own a.dminiBtration. I do 
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1IOt m¥u ~ b,: .acting to . the ranb at 0\Jl' p&id .idI, 
and maJring th_ additiolll from the :oati-,ea at fib. ~. 
I yield to no Dl&n in advooa.ting the $Jlploymel1t of 1'lunw in 
out adarinistrative and other offices. But there is a li~ ttt,the 
mone,. we can d'ord to pay for administration as for.other 
purposes; and this limit hu, I believe, heen a.Iready reacW 
It is for unpaid assistance in our local administration that 'I 
specially look to Ollr natiTll fellow·aubje~ (Qr reaJ.ly usetal, 
pra.etie&l help. I believe, my lord, that promi~ fun ,01, hope 
for the imprond administration of thi. country is beld QUt to 
us if we rea.lly adopt the principle which is at the bottom of the 
policy of local self·goTernment. I mean if we l!lot Ol!lly really 
ta.ke the people of this (;ountry into our Council~, but if WI) 

associate them 1Vith us in no nigg"rdly spirit, where circu1ll· 
Iftances permit U8 to do so, il'1 the ndmirlistration of their own 
local affa.irs. I am free to admit. that I do not share the opinion 
of those who t.hink such a policy, propt'fly and carefully en
forced, is full of danger to the welhuc of this country; my only 
fear gocs in a very different dirt'etion. I am apprehensive that 
on the very fir"! introduction or th" schrme we Dlay deal with i,t 
too timidly, and by 80 doing dt'lll a 1,low to it. PUOOf'SB whi«:h 
may ue full of evil CQnsO<jllE'nres; and I t.hink it iR in this 
quaMer that the present measure is likely to err." (Loud 
cheers,) Now, gentlemen, theae are tho sentiments that I 
e:rpr"ssed ill November last in the Council Chamoor a.t Simla, 
and I "dher" to every word of them at pre.mt. Ilut I want 
now 1.0 ask your u.ttrnllOn !{) the measurE'. which bas caused 80 

much liostility, and which we know familiarly as Mr. lIbert's 
Bill. You have heard tbis afternoon from Mr, I~mohun 

GhoBe, who hM addressed you O() abJy and 80 eft'pctuotlly, what 
is the aciual scope of this Dill; /Lnd I do not t.hink it is IWI)eI

aa.ry {or me to erplain its terms at lilly great length. But you 
will understand that its Bole ohject is to pJace on tbe ,.lIle 
footing as their English brother membt"r8 Qf the Covenanted 
Civil Servioe in India, in regard to the a.dminist.ra.tion of <lriminal 
julitWe to the European IlritiBh subjects, those na.tive gentlemen 
,.ho have l:lntered the Covenanted Civil Sel'Vioo. ~ are Tery 
few in nmnbel'. I believe they do not erceed nine at the wtsi4e 
at the preRnt ~ime, and I rather fwey they a.re eYeD. leu1bd 
dIa.t in 1ID1Dber. 1 belieTe a.ud hope that, with one or two modi
~ Lord 1Upoc will be able to Pal' t.hia _un. (CheerI.) 

02 
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W..u. 1I0W, WE! haTe beard from the oppoaents of thia Bill. ",Ito 
t.ppea.r to lIIfl extremely wild in their .• tl.f,emell.tIj wd in their 
\'iewa u. regs.t'd to it. possible e1i'ects, that there Ate two great 
o1lject ions to it. In the first place. the.y 8&y that if this BiU ill 
passed, fWd if these Dine geDtiemen are under its provisions 
allowed to exercise powers in ma.gisterial cases over European 
British Bu\\iect8, that we sba.ll lose oor prestige in IndiL Well, 
I, ... a civilian who have long been employed ill Iuuia., and who 
ma.y have to go back s.ga.in to India., .iwulJ be extremely 80rry, 
in common with aU other civilians &lid all Britons connooted 
with Indi'!., if this a.nticipated result WlIB likely to follow from. 
the paning of this measure. But I myself cannot 800 how it is 
po.siLle that our prestige In India should be injured by our 
doing that which is just, and doing it in a courageous manner. 
On the contra.rv, it aplK~a.rs to me t.hat inswa.d of our prestige 
being diminished, it is likely to he increased by such a.n s.d. 
(Hear, hear.) Then there is a. second objection; and I must 
BII-Y if that objection was rclilly founded in truth, I should be 
very loath to hav(' !lny part in passing this BilL It is SIIoid th .. t 
the first result whith will follow when we give to these native 
gentlemen the ~o.Ule position tha.t their Lrother officers who are 
Europeans hllve in the CiVil SerViC'l, 80 far as their l,ower to 
try Eurol,oons is concerned, will be this: Wa shall hava a 
i,",ge number of fal.e anu improper ch .. rges brought against 
European., anu thcoe chugCii will be tried in the courts of these 
native gcnt.l('mcn. Well, if that wo.s the CRBO, a.s I have alrt'ady 
lU\)ntiou~d, I 8110ul.1 be extremely 80rry to have anything to do 
with the passing of a Bil! which would proouce such results. 
(Hear, he .. r.) Dut I do not in the loa.st think that such rCBulta 
can fu11ow, a.nd I am forlifit·d in this opinion by a. fa.et which baa 
JIO .... bly not been before the opponents of this Bill, though they 
ought to have had the fact befure them. For the 1aat six 
months 1 have unfortulllltely had to devote the whole of my 
time to groping amongst the figures collected a.t the India.R 
Canau. of 1881-a. t¥k which, I lUll ha.ppy t{) say, 18 nea.rly com
pleted; but I find in these figurea that out of the Europea.n. 
who reeide in India. there is II considerable portion who a.re not 
British EUropean.., but foteign Europeua. that i.o to .y, of 
otllf'l' oountr'iee t ha.n Britain. The Census abows th .. t O1~t of the 
160,000 Eul'Opea.DlI reslding in India., ill which Dumber you 18_ 
l'Ilnl!>mber that the ontire Brit;i&h army is included. IIl1IItEIriBg 
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about ~,OOO. thelI& 81'6 quite ~OOO, ana · rat'bt!r · ~ 1tho ad 
foreigners in our am.e of the wOld. Th_ .8ft' IM)S ~ 
1013 French, 180 Be!gians, 126 DaneI,I95 GreAb, 7881.~ 
204. RU1J8i&nB, 358 NOnJeRia.nB, 837 8wedillh, and 10 0111 NOw 
you must unde1"ll1:&nd tba.t the privilege which is accorded t<I 
the European British IlUbjeet, as he is e.lled, of '*111 mild· by 
a Europea.n magistrate, is not • privilege which is aecorded to 
thOle foreign Europeans; and everyone of theae $000 l!1eJl it 
they commit a crUae--(I do not suppose they do oommj·t·crimeI 
ruOl'E' frequently than my own kilo" British subjeet8 do)-h ... to 
be trif.'d by a. native magistro.te. Now I sho1.lld like to know it 
a.nybody h!1.8 ever beard this outary mised in l'tlga.rd to the triala 
of th~ foreign European& (Hear, hear.) I IUD .ure I never 
have. I do Dot know of any fab., cha.rges ha.ving been brought 
against. them. or that. they have beeu ill-used in any wa.y in the 
manner antieipated by the olJponents of thi~ Bill; and I ea.nnot 
conceive why it, .hould be S\lpros~d tlll!.t a diifeM'nt 'aet 01 COD

se'lllenCt's sbould follo", wh~n a Briti.h 81110ject is tried hy. 
native magistrate than when a Frenchman. or a German, or a. 
Prussian. or a Dane. or a Norwegian i8 triod by a nativo ma.gi ... 
tratc. Well, gentlpm~n, I do not wish at this hour of the 
aflerllOon to det.ain you wit.h any further romarko. 1 am quite 
sa.tisfied tImt what you have he:.rd !tlt'eady from the spea.ke1'll 
who hlt>"e pT('c~ded me will Rot your mind8 at rest in rega.rd to 
tl,,' questiong that are involved m the r080I\lt;oD" before you, 
lind that you will give 110 he&rty support to Lurd Ripon's l)Oliey. 
(Loud "Pl'Ia.use). 

SPEJ:CH OF Dk. Y.t.JlKlJY. 

DJI. M.t.IUtBY. I&to Judge of the High Court at Calcutta, 
mid : In seconding thi8 resolution it will not be _. 
I18.ry for' me to detain you at IIony lengt.h, espedlloUy &8 I 
intend to contine my observatioWl to th&t part of it which 
relates to the juriildit:tion of native l.Ilagi.t,rn~e. n.nd judgel. 
Thi. part of the questioD lies in a. very rta.ttow compass, and, to 
a great e~tent, the efforts on the other li,le have been directed 
tu an attempt to divert the public athmtioD from that which ill 
the real illllUe. (Hear. hear.) 'l'be 'I'Ml .alle is 'Whether the 
native olli-. upon whom Lord Hipon propOIOl to ~ 
additi.:m.! powers, are fit to be entruated with them. II ilM11 
&le; .!Mn to delay the -.ue Ullder oouaidera.tiaA i. to aot ill 



3S 

~OU fu the qU~~8 procl&ma.tiOJI, to the reiterated direc
ti9- of Parliament, lUld to the declaced policy of every Secre
"Wy of State, IUId of every Governol'-Genen] since the year 
1826. (Cheers.) If they are not, then not even tke fulfilment 
,of a previous provisioD is a sufficient jWltilicatiOD of Lord 
Ripon's proposal (Hear, hear.) Therefore, the question of 
fitness is the only one which I intend to argue. Now, 80 far as 
the question of fitness resolves itself into a. question of integrity 
aud intdlectual capacity, the tl v idence is all in favour of the 
natives. It has been for years under the considera.tion of the 
high courts how tho admmistration of justice in India can be 
imlJroved, a.nd over and over again the High Court of Calcutta. 
has urged the Govrmment to place larger powers in the handa 
of native judges, as oue mode of offecting an improvement. 
This strong testimony in f""'our of na,t,;vQs has never, a.s far as 
I am awaro, been contradidL.u or withdrawn. It is immaterial 
whether, in making 1.hi. rccommendatlOn, the judges of the 
high court were cousiuering civil or criminal jurisdiction, 
beel,usI- intt-grity au(l illtellectual cnl'acity IlJ"O as much required 
fur 1 he .,xerc]pe of the Olle a. the other. I would also refer to 
the opinioll of II. very di"tingui~hed official. who occupied the 
very 8I1mo positIOU as that now occul'Jed 1.y Mr. liOOrt. Sir 
Jawlll< Stephen, ",hl1"t in lnaia, hud under his conSIderation the 
general adllliuibtl"UtH,n of justice. and he discussed the suhject 

in a. very Able minut<' l'u1Jils1ed ill 18,~, which i. well worthy 
of the 1','ru""l of tho.,- interested in thi~ subject. In this 
Dl.inut .. !:hr JItJU('s 81< "l.ell makes recoDl.mcnUatwlls by the side 
of which the l,r<>po"als of Loru Ripon sink into insignifica.nce. 
(He.lr, hear.) B,-ing at. that time a. member of the Govern
ment, a.na re~pon"ihlc for the J"'Dce u.ud IJrosperity of the 
country, hI! r!'cotllllleuileu th4t "all district aud sessions judge
ships. U.I wdl o.s th., high court judgeships, should be' thrown 
open. lind that, 1he abler native. should be u.ppointed to them 
largely." Sir Jawes Stq,h"l1 goes on to l!Il.y that be belieYe& 
thu.t it would he l'('b~ible thus to make the judicial service .. a. 
bond of uuion " Iw1wecn n8.ti~es IUld ourselYe&. Nor dDe8 he 
stop hQr'l. Besides recommendinEr that the bighe~t judiciAl 
II.ppointml>lIta .hooM 00 "largely" tilled by natives, he also 
recommends that t.he wide powers of 1Io1'peal which now p~ 
ill India liht>olld be largely curtailed. I II.IU not a.ware tha.t. Sir 
JlUlles Stephen, ainoo he left. India, baa seen au1 reuon to 
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cha.:nge hi$ Ofmwn. (laughter IIolild 'ch&ere)'; _d I tlMk 
~ will accept tbe action whkh he then took as.. mag 
testimony in favour of na.tives. And th~re is really ~ 
to put aga~lt it. This evidence ill, all far 118 I tUn ~. 
'Wholly uncontradicted. It may, therefore, be fa.irly _a.id ,iJ:iat 
the question of intl!grlty and the question of intilllectullil eapa
city have been fina.!ly settled in fav(mr of na.tives. Then wha.t 
is there left? As fa.r a.s I can dilKlover, only thi.. It is ,aid 
that the natives of India., however in~lligent and hot1/l8t tbey 
may be, may still be deficient in sympathy with the feelings, 
and habits of Europeans, and therefore not fit to e:xetoiae 
crimina.! jurisdiction over them. If this were true it would 
be a ground for hesitation. But is it truo? Het'OI again aJl 
our experience is the other way. (Cheers.) There are tt\any 
ci vil ca.ses which, exoept in th., forms of procedure, are very 
like criminal ones-(1UI~S of fraud n.nll CBJ!CS of libel, for 
example. Over such cases nativcs have exerciseil jurisdiction 
for fifty years, whetlicr tho par(,jes were Of were not Europeans, 
and yet we have never hcard a word of <lomplaint. Then again, 
in the high cuurts for nearly tWOllty years native judges have 
sat in appeal in ~rimina.l (:aH"8 to which Europeans were pe.rtics. 
Here they have actually ~XerCiH"d criminal juri~di~-tion over 
Europ~ans, and again without a word of complaint. (Hear, 
hear.) Last.ly, r thi nk fur ahout ten S <'/Lrs they have, as 
magistrates in the prcsideney tow"s, exercised III most daily 
eriminnl jurisdiction U~ er EIJropealls of the very kiDd wbi~h 
it is llOW J.ropoBed to cOllfer upon tliem in the provinoes. ADd 
here also the result has been perfedly satisfactmy. It was my 
duty, during twelVA years, to watch c!o..,ly the administmtinn 
of justice in Bengal, and I frequentl.l' ~o.t with native cnllca,guca. 
Durin~ all this time I cannot recollect a single inBtan~,e in which 
the feelings or prejudice. of the uutive judgo presented the 
slightest impediment to the iml'artjaJ a.nd eft'~ctual administrllomn 
of justice. (O~rs) To say that a.uy such impediment would 
ar-ise now is, as it seems to mEt, pure specul.&tion. a.nd con
tradicted by all our preriou. experience. SomethiDg or the 
kind might have been sa.iJ fifty yeu.re ago. But the class of 
natives who would receive inctrased powers under Mr. lIbert's 
Bill i8 a totally di&rent class from any which exi.ted in yes.1'I 
gone by. It i. & c}1LBfj which we have created by meant of iDe 
educamn which we have ~ven ill the Indian llIlivenitiea, 
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~ to 0Gr Iarl.ing 'honour, we ,fo1Uided in the year 18l~. 
ilL;, tLe Tory height of the Mutiny; which haTe proved the 
pe.UiBt blearing to lndi .. ; and of "hieh wise policy Lord Ripou 
it .. endeavouring to reap the fruit. On this point· there is II 

at.r.iking p"SI&g8 in the miLute of Sir Jame. Stephen, to whicb 
I have &lready refel'l'ed. "Nearly everything (he l8ys) which. 
can be alserted about Indian aifa.ira is disputed, but I ha.ve 
Dever met any ODe who denied that the dift'erenoe between 
Dative pleaders and judges regula.rly educa.ted, and their pre
deceaaors, who had received no education a.t 11011, is ha.rdly 
eapa.ble of emggera.tion." But I should like, ulmn this point, 
to cite lUI emml'le of which you ha.ve yourselves some experience. 
I _hould like to cite my friend, who is sitting beside me, Mr. 
LalmoLun Ghose, and I should like to 8.81. whether he i8 defi· 
ci"nt in sympa.thy wit\! European feclingH. (Al'pla.use.) Those 
who hea.rd his speech to-day "ill, J think, Bcarc"ly say so. 
And I shall be doing him no il\ju8tice if I .8.y tha.t he is by no 
mell.nl 110 solitary 8pe<:imen. 'J.'here are, to my own knowledge, 
hundreds in India as good ItS he, as able and as willing to 
serve t.he Government of the queen in a.ny capacity to which 
t.hoy may be appointed. It is this laudable ambition which 
Lord Hipon is endeavouring to satisfy. It is t.his IJond of union 
ll~tweon the two coulltric8 which he is enueavouring to create, 
and it i8 thi8 policy whIch I ask you now to support. (Loud 
cheer~.) 

The chairman e:lJ,lu.illed ilia'. if tiroe had permitted. Mr. R. 
Cust, late 1l11'mbtlr of tilt, lA'gislalive Council of the Viceroy. 
would have spok.m in suprort of the reHolution. 

The motion w~ una.niu.IOuBly agr~'tlu to. 

SI'UCH OF SIR ~'IU'RIII LAW~ON, BART" M.P. 

Sir W. LAWSON spoke as foltow": l.ad1<,'8 and gentlemen,
The ouly clnim which I have ou your attention for a. moment 
or two liea in the fact that I ha"e the honour to be the 
cba.il'llllUl of the committee which took the responsibility of 
calling togeth,·c this Illl'tlting. ,(Choorl!.) I have two votes 
of thws to propose. The tirst i. a. Tote of tbnks to you 
(l~hter) for having attended in ilie numbers in which you 
bave atteud"d, lUi,} """i.LL'tl .. t .. meeting which, I think, Wlthout 
exaggeralion, we may lIAr will .10 aoroetJling- -perhaps not !\loeb 
-but eomething. to eDOOlll'&gtI Lord Itipon in hia noble policy 
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Uld :to give hope to (lttr feUo~-eomrtrytnen in Iadid:. (.cheers., 
In the next place I have to uk "you to give .. ' JIe&rt,"'VOte of 
thAnks to our chairman. (Loud applause.) l'Vlwl we' Wited 
to h&ve thie . meeting, it wa.s necessary to look out for a. _. 
man, and we thought that if we were to search all Engla.nd """, 
could not find a better ehairman than Mr. Bri~ht. (Cheert.)' 
You know, as weI! as I do, that the one grea.t object of )[r. 
Bright's lifE' h8.8 boon to show to his fellow.conntrymen the 
beauty and the glory oflX>litical justi<'e. (Hear, heat'.) lbelill"l'e 
that, as time goos o~ in comint( gen<lra.tiona, when the great 
principles of liberty, equality, Md fraternity shall swllr the 
mind. of men far more than they do at present, nay, as 
long &s time itB€lf shall la,t, the name of John Bright will be 
held in honouJ'l'd and in grateful tlJ~l1ection. (Great applause.) 

SPEECH OF Mtt, JOHN ANNaN EnTOII, 

Mr, JOliN' ANNAN BRYCE, in seoon.tinj:( the resolution, aid 
Hlning had a good OIany year.' Ilxperienoo in India-and not 
all an officia.l-I CJtD assurE' ot:r chairman that those wh,) hav9 the 
progress of that COUll try at hell.]'t aro derply 8OO8ible of the debt 
which she owes him, 0. debt immensely inereaNeu by the eloquent 
appeal he has made on her b"halr to·dllY, Everyone know8 how 
consistently and powerfully ~Ir. BriAht has preacheu the duties 
of Englalld towarus hpr subjPct, rat'''", eRpeeially II" regards the 
pronlOtion of their moral and "o"ial J.rogrc •• , Now, aga.inat 
thi. bill of Mr. Ilber!.'s whieh \\e II00vc been discussing tCKlay 
the cry has been raised that it WIll be disastrouH to the materillli 
progress of and thero has bren Dlucll luud talk about the with
drawal of European CltJlital from th" country, This I believe to 
be the purcst n",ouBhiue, (Hear, hear) Mr. Bright and Mr. 
Cobdell (che~rs) have taught us that moral anu nlaterial pro
gress go halld in ha.lld, and on this ground alone I refuse 
to attach any w~jght to the.., vapourings, Ana further, .1 a 
member of a. finn which is among the larg~~t employel'll of 
}]uropean labour, and hu & vcry large capital invested in. 
remote districts of India-to 0. greal extent altogether outBide 
British territory, which 1Ila.lWil the ca.se a.I1 the .tronger-I 
think I can cla.im to spea.lt with some authority QI\ this poiut, 
and I can 1I,8B\ll'9 you of my strong belief that this threat (If the 
1I'ithdra.wa.1 of capital will turD out t() be as idle a threa.t at it 
proved lift,. Ye&FB &go, when the ao-ll8.!led Black Act WIUI paned. 
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(0Ieert.) You have daubtlea beea &8toniIhed not o11lyat t'-e 
rid threat., but at the general'Tiolt:noe with which th~ bill baa 
been attacked, and some of the spea.kera to-day ha.ve t-n 
puuled to &CCOunt for it. The truth i. that this Bill h&B boon 
the occasion ra.ther than the C8.Ufle of the tumult. The hostility 
of its official opponents bas been rea.lly far more excited by the 
looal government scheme, which 'some of them drea.d &8 an 
administra.tive evil, alld which others fancy may affect their 
dignity a.nd influence; while its llon-<>fficial a.dverllariea look on 
this Bill only as a. link in 0. scheme for diminishing the privi
legel of the dominant race, a.nd it is & fact, incredible as it may 
aeem to you, tha.t a. luge proportion both of officlli.l. and non· 
9fficials ma.intain that India should be held by the sword for the 
benefit of the English. (Hear, bear.) Now it is quite true that 
this Bill is only nne link, but its enemieH fOl'lIet tba.t the end of 
the chain ... &8 forgeu in a pa~t gen~ration . It is impossible to 
tieny responsibilit.ies anu caretrs to those in whom we have been 
devtlloping the ca.pacity aIld amhitioll for them, and it would 
luroly bo uiagraooJ'ul for Engla.nd, wh08e glory it has been to 
teach the I".son of s~lt~government to the modern world, to 
refuse to teacu (uat I~Bson to tue greatest of her possessions. 
(Loull applause.) 

Mr. :BIlIGR1', in rdurning thanks, "a.id: I feel it very difficult 
u. say" word ill a.newer to that vote or to the kind words which 
bava Vt>ell uttered hy tbe two gellt.l~mell .... 10 l,,,ve movc>u and 
seconded tbe rc.olutioll ynu bavll just carried. I may sny, how. 
ever, that I Hili greatly ol ,liA'M to tlw magnificent audienoo we 
bave b,w, obscrvlIIg from first to l£U<t the remarkable, I would 
sa.y, tbe in('nse interest with which they uavo lIstened to the 
.~che8 of the gentJew('n whom I as chairman. have been per
mitted to introduc'c to them. I (',III11ot hut believe tha.t the 
effect of this meeting will be l'ol1siderablc in' this oouu'try, a.nd 
perhaps ~vcn more c0118illenlble in Jnuia, wben the report of it 
reaches that c(Hlutry. (Hear, hear.) I aID ono of those wbo 
believe that in tho main India will be governed in Indin.; at the 
Brune tim" I lUll ce1'1ain that there may be c&88l1, II.Ild I tllink tbis 
i. 0119, in ",bic·h Bome grea.t principle or principles are a.t st&ke, 
when it may he of immense a.dva.ntage to call in what I may call 
tho inde'(l'l!tldont and impartial judgment of the English people 
to determine tbe question at issue. Now that we ha.vii bad laid 
before the country, by the meeting bt'lld some time ago, and by 
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the meeting held to:-da.y. a.Il that oaa lle hoQ.wtl181ide». both 
aidet of the queltion, I am oontent to Jaaveit to,t.hej~ III 
the Engli,h people. I believe that that judgmen,- ,.,hethet, ... 
'preaaed by the miniaters (if the croWD, by .. vot.e of ~ 
ment. or by any meetings whieh tnay be held in the eGIIIlk7:. 
will be in favour of the just, the generous, and the wile policy 
which has distinguished the Government of Lord Bipoil iu hclia,. 
(Cheen.) I feel it a special honour a.ud ptivililge to be permiu.4 
to preside at. this meeting. I h&Te had for tlUrty ye&l'II ,,~ 

interest in the welfare of tha.t oountry. I have A!waya.felt ~" 
in the history of the lo.st century, the history 00llIIeCted with Iadit" 
there WILlI much for U8 to rl'grat. I h&O'IO A!ovaY8 believed that 
there is It retJ'ibution upon nations &. ",ell BB upon indi'ridua.lt for 
the errors or the cnm';8 whi,~h they may ha.ve oommitted. But 
I think tha.t it i. possible for .. nation in one generr.tioQ to do evil, 
perhaps unknowingly, and ID the succeeding genera.tion to ma.ke 
compens .. tiou by doing good. (Hcar, hear.) I am of this seoond 
t,"Cnoral.ion, (lJlJ. I .hall have chilJren to be of the genera.tion to 
come. I am anxious tLat, whatever we have done tha.t i. evil ill 
the past, we tna) reJl'<'ID it Ly a.ttt·wpting to do gOO<! now and. 
in the futur,', aud thaI. that whi,:h many of us believe to ha'Ve 
ber·n a great caJuluity-oRmely, the wars that have taken pl&08 
in Indla under Eugli.h rule- may be passt.'d over by thehisWri&ll. 
and that he may ""y thal :Euglaod Laviug conquered thtl country 
knew how to govern it Ly lL !Juliey just a.nd generous to i18 people. 
(Choers.) 

The moeting then broke up. 

LETTEll.S OF SYMPATHY. 

TlB following letter frOID Bir (;h!lrles Wingfield, K.C.B.I., for. 
merly <.-'hief Commi""iuner of Oud", hlUl Let.'1l teceived L1 the 
Han. Secretary of the Committee of Arra.ngemenh :-

.. 6(;, Portland Ple.ee, W • 
.. July Slit, 1888. 

"})xu Mit CUX680N,-As I wr.y 1I0t be &hle to attend the 
meeting to be held tlrmorrow in support of Lord Ripon'. policy, 
I wish to mate that the objcl.'t hu my Cull .ywpathy . 

.. As to the meuure known &8 Mr. llbert', Bill, I f&il to per. 
eel'V!> ho,.. 1t can be regar.Jed &8 a.t varian08 with edAblillhed 
priaciplea of IoWan a.dminiatra.tion. To me it seellU but lUIotbe.r 
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.atep. towAl'dt ca.rry1ng out the proviei.0Il8 of the Act of William 
IV" 'Which deola.re that Englishmen in India. sha.U be subjeot to 
the regulations and acta of the Indian Government. 

"To contend that natives of India., who a.re coDsidered qua.lliied 
to hold the office of I!8SSiOD8 judge or magistrate of a district, sha.ll 
not exercise the aa.me juriidietion over offenders of English birth 
a.s ie pos&ellaed by English officials filling the same situations, is, 
in my view, to esta.blish distinction of race in its most offensive 
form, besides being opposed to the Bl'irit of her Majesty's 
proclamation of 1858, on assuming the direct government of 
India.. 

"I am, &c., 
(Signed) "C. WmGFIELD." 

Mr. Thomas Hughes, Q.C., wrote aR follows:-

" Chester, July 17th, 1883. 
" DEAR MR. CHl'lSBON ,-1 see you are Secretary to an English 

Committee to support the Gov()rIIment. robey on the question 
raised hy the Ilbert Bill in Iuuia, and that the ComIDit.tee 
prO}lOSe to call a puhlic meet.ing at. Willi.'. Rooms. I enclose a 
cheque for two guinea. lowanls expenses, and ca" on IDe again 
if necessary. 

"It will nevor do to allow the Qu~en's and Engla.nd'. plighted 
word to l,rcalr down on tlll~ tho firAt occasion when the test has 
COme. Hero a.ro just two n"lives whn, in equal competition with 
EngliRhmen, have. won the posts of District J udg-es, aud we are 
going to forLid their trying any white SC.tIDI'. though in every 
case said 8C!l.1lIp will hM'a tilt' right of al'p')lll1.0 a whit~ court. 
I never thought to live to fight the old (,attle of twenty years 
ago ovo- again, but we seem tu bp in for it. Do you remember 
Lowell's fa.mou8 linea of tLat date, in his famous "ppeal to the 
English na.tion (JoIlllthan to John) 1--

II 'ThE" &nth say, black n,en down, John. 
And all men up. Nly we, 

"'hiteJ yallow, black, a.nd browllJ John, 
Now 'Which is 'y0UT idt.-e?' 

.. You may count on o.nything I can do in th~ good oaullC. 
"E"er yours, 

(Signed) "THOlln8 HUQHII8." 
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The folloWing' letter i.e from Hr. R. St. Georgi! Tullier ~ 

"Worthing, Slat July. 1_ 
.. DBAR Sm,-I regret the.t I am Ullable to attend the ~ 

to be held ro-mom)lv at Willis', Boom .. in IUpport of the poliIly 
of Lord Ripon in Indi.. I cordially approve of the gnd1llll ell

tension of 100&1 self.government, and also of the progreui'I'~ 
removal of invidious race distinctions, r.nd 1 eouider tha.t it is 
only by & steady adherence to principles Of abatract ju8tice' that 
we can hope to give permanence to our rule iG 1D.dia. 

"I am, &c., 
(Signed) .. H. P. Sr. G. TtroJt!lB." 

Letters of sympllthy were also received from Lord Lawrence, 
Sir Henry Davies, K.C.S.I., late Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Punjaub, Sir William Wedderburn, Bart., and other geDtlemen. 



APPENDIX. 

PROFESSOR MAX MULLER'S LETTER TO TIiE TIMES. 

Sm,-I Cf.IlJiot claim the honourable title of" Anglo-Indi&ll," 
and it is by a. llIere a.ccident that my Dama has been a.dded to 
the" Fird List of Anglo-Indians who have communicated their 
na.mes to the British Inilia Committee of 8Upporters of Lord 
Ripon's policy," published in the T imps of August 4. Whether 
I a.gree with or differ from Lord Ripon's policy, my opinion 
must etand entirely on its own merits, lind CltUDot derive any 
additiona.l weight from l{)ng titles or still longer Ilrray. of linal 
initials. Anglo-Indians POS8CSS, no doubt, grea.t a.dvantages in 
forming a.n opinion of Lord Ripon'. policy, and more partieu· 
la.rly of the opt,ortnnenes. of his much-discussed Criminal Pro
cedure Bill, and it is not surprising, therefore, that both partie!!, 
those who are adverso and thOM~ who are fa .. ouralll" to Lord 
Hipon, should ha.ve published their rolls of Anglo-Indian BUP

porters. Ko far a.s the number of lIaru(,. and the string. of 
tiUIlII heforc and initill.ls after illl'ir nam,'. a.re ('onCE'rned, Lord 
Ripon's oppon~nts ileddedly carry tb~ da.y, o.nd I do not wonder 
thll.t they .hould look ul'on the a.dvcrt.i~em .. nt of .. the 450 genlle
men who had the honour to be eml'ioy,'(l in the service of the 
Queen in the Indian Empire, IUId of tbe 2S0 otherwise connected 
with India," as crushing all argulll('nt hJ .heer weight. 

Not being II.Il Anglo-India.n myself, in the Wlual 8pe of the 
word, but a lUere spectator, I mo.y ,}Jt'rhaps, be a.llowed to remark 
tha.t as the CrimmeJ Procedure Bm is supposed to interfere with 
lOme cherished priTilt'ges of thORO who have the hononr to be 
employed in the service of the Empress of India., and of those 
who II.re otherwise connected with tha.t country, even a more 
fonnlda.blo .. n-.. y of Anglo·lndia.n remonstra.nts, n&y, even a 
unarumo\1ll coDd~mD .. tion of Lord Ripon's policy by ~o
lIUDWI, offici&! or otherwiae. would ha.rdly be more..4tI1'p~ 
than .. pmtion against MUlIioipal Reform, aigne<i \, all 'I!'ho 
bl.ve the honour to be Alderllum of 'London, or who an1 othez-. 
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... COlUIecOOd with the Ma.nsian House. What ... been Wl'

prWDg to me is thAt 80 ~ny eminent members of the ~ 
civil e,nd military servioos, Qavernol'll, Judges, OODlJl1&1lden-in 
Chief, memben of COlJIlcil, nay, even a direetot of the olii __ 
India. Company, dl(mld have had the courage to step r()rwW:~ 
B\lpport Lord Ripon'. policy, and to advoca.te the trUrl'elldel' of .. 
privilege which in fonner times they themselves may ha.ve valued 
quite M much M their opponents. , , 

During the many years which I haTe devote4 to .. atDdyof 
India., its literature, religion, and history, both &ncien~' 80IId 
modern, it ha.e been my good fort,uM to have been broQght into 
conta.ct with Il. largo uumber of Anglo-Indiana, and I luwe oftea 
had to acknowledge my iudebttlcluoss for valuablf\ illfonnatioa 
received from tlwm. The names of Sir William Jones, Oole
brooke, PriU80P, Wilson, Manro, Elphinstone, SlOO1llal1, not to 
mention tho8e of liVlOg' friends, occur a.gq.in and a.ga.in j~ the 
not.es attached to the pages of my boob Those mlln, however, 
IUld ma.ny more of equal ~minenc(), seldom, if ever, appeal to 
their residenoe 1II India as a t,itJe to infallibility, while there is 
a certain dass of Ang-]o-Illdmns who write and speak on Indian 
subjects lik<' so many POI~·s. If you differ from them, they 
8eem to have hut one answor to all fpd. :.nd to all argumente
nl>mely, " I ha ... e heen in India; I have Npl'nt twenty.fl. ... e years 
among the natives-it is ItIl Wl'01JC', I know it i~ W1'Ong, a.nd you 
would l)ot say 90 jf you had becnin India." It lnak811 little 
difference to these illvlllcibl~s that whero they I&Y II Blllo6ll," 
others who hll.ve .p,'nt quite a.H many years in India. &II'they haTe 
~ay "White." It only makeR them more emphatic, and thole 
who may happen to listen naturally think it' rather impertinent 
tha.t one who had never been in India. should venture to know 
more of thee custom •• the prlljudiCCl!, the lawl, and literature of 
that country than one who hne ruined his liver o.nd lost hiB 
temper by twenty-five yean' residence in Cillcutts.. I bave not 
3.11 yet been driven by my Anglo-Indian friend. to .uch a pitch 
of despair a.s others, who have openly decla.red that no one who 
haa been in India. is fit to write a history of India.. Bat I 
ma.y just point out that rtlilidence in India hM it. da.ngers &I 

well ... ~t. advantAges. Firat of &lI, India. ia la.rge, aDd even 
twehty..five, yea.n of ret!idence in C&leutta, Bombay, or Maar .... 
",ou\d hardly justify even the matt intelligent of civil senam. 
in begUIning •. single ~ion with "the people of hitia." 4e. 
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8eaoD&Y. the envitonment in 1»011; ~ where AqIo.lnoiWla 
pther their experience ill Eogliah ratbel' tha.n India.n. 01l. Jf 
~. decidedly ia. II. metamorphio state through OOlltaot with 
English society. Thirdly, a.n observer DlIPoy be too near M well 
lioii too fa.r, a.od nothing, as wa know, i.e 80 difticult lioii for a soldier 
to desoribe the battle iD which he ha.e fought himself, or for a 
Biamarck: to write the history of his time. 

It i, the privilege as well a.8 the duty of the eeholar a.nd the 
hilltoria.n to stand aloof, to choose hi6 own point of observllotiOn, 
alWa.YB to look: at both sides €lf a questi€ln, a.nd never to forget 
the €lId priDciple of Audiatur et altem par.. Surely, if .choIa.rs 
a.nd historia.ns who have uever heen in Greece or Russia. are 
allowed to write the hIstory €lf tho PeloP€lnnesian or th<l Crimean 
war, to eumine witnessos, t€l weigh evidence, to judge of the 
chara.cter of ijtatoamen and generals-in fllA:'t, t€l pron€lunce the 
Jlua.I verdict €lf hist€lry on a Pericles or on a Napoleon ill., it 
C8.1l hardly be so Tcry presumptuous for a mlUl who ha.s never 
been in India, but who ha~ carefully studied all the evidence, 
from ",h8ote\'"r quarter it may come, to write a. history of ancient 
Sa.nskrit literature, or to pronounce an opinion on Lord Law
r!lnoo'B or Lord Lyttou's government. Let us by all means 
listen most r~sl)ectfully to all t.hat Anglo-Indians have to tell 
us, but let us claim our right to listen, not to one only, but to 
all of them, and to wClgh those who say "Bla.ek " a.gainst those 
who BaY" White." Anglo-Indians would Ue t.he very last to 
'Willh u> 1e trea.ted simply as 0; ".0),.),.0<, a$ a mob and a multi· 
tude, to be nllmbtmld oIily, and not to be weighed. As Anglo
Indians differ from ""eh otl,er, We may surely vellture to saythllt 
they a.re not o.ll iuIaUihle, and uu/ess it iB the first contact with 
the soil of Calcutta that makes us Invincible and infallible, it is 
difficult t<) sOIl "'by LOld Kimberley's a.PI)ointment as Secretary 
of State for India. should seem to a certa.iD cla.es of Anglo.. 
lndia.nl so imprudent, while Lord Lytton's selection a.s Viceroy 
of India WIi.I from the fir~t day hailed by the &&me cla.as &8 8. 

JU'O',f of aaga.t:ious IltatA.lBmanahip. . 
Fortunately, this controversy on Mr. Ilbert's bill bu boon 

~oved at la.at froxn the lower atmosphere of political ~till&n
.hip, of mlil'l ll!laertion and contradiction, to the higher 8JId mooa 
MreIAe atlJ1qllphete of judicial argument. It _me to be agraecl 
on all .idea that" the epinion of the Judgea of the High Coutt 
of Calcutta. OIl the IndiaB ~ Procedure Bill.~ COBU., a.ll 
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tha.t can be brought fornrd against that Bill, 'at&ted in & 

judici&l, dear, and easily intelligible form. We mllat not .up_ 
pose th&t, in giving this opinion, or, &8 they 8&Y, in el[~ 
their views, the judges ima.gined they were l&yipg down the law 
or delivering a. judgment. Thongh judges, they for once ~ 
as pleaders, being quite a.wa.re tha.t the fin&l deciBion reeted, not 
witb tbem, hut. with higber authorities. 

Now, after rea.Jing tha.t opinion as carefully &8 it des8M'es to 
be read, I cannot say that it materially altere the aapect of the 
case. It contains ha.rdly anything tha.t had not boon saJd before 
in thp newspapers, but it. has the great a.Jvantage of 811.ying 
everything in good ordor, and without any profuRion of rhetorical 
dust. 

Judges are gen~rally wly polite to ca.ch other, and &8 Euglilh 
i ndgos alwaYR profess great respect 'or their Indian and colonia.!. 
hroUll'rH. the Indian judgeR too do not like to BOY in 80 ma.ny 
word" tbat t,bey look upon their brothers among the native 
j udges a~ inferior to thelnHPl Vt.~S, t'itber in l(~u.rnillg or in Cha.Ta.cter~ 
Tbey think they art" 'I\lit" Ill, tn l,{lrform thE'ir judicial functions, 
us tht,y do at pTt·'ent, 11\ nil the Presidency tuwn", wllother the 
ll.CCUN("d be 1nu\I\\l or Eurol'('an, hut they hold that in the 
country. or in the 1Irofll"SI!, as tlH'Y I'rt'fer to mil it, it would be 
h"lter to kl"'[> up lh" "Id dlstmetion, an,], nt all eVI'nt~ for the 
p,."""nt, not to allow Ellropilim cril/Hnal. to I.e brought lJefure 
nativ(' ju<l~('s. Even 1IU" dlstiD(·tion, tlwy a.dUlIt, may huye to 
I.e givon up 1Il timr, when what they call 1,0rd I,ytton'a pulk'Y 
will haw lx'en earned out more fully. All t.hoy claim in fll.vour 
of themselvcs is that }~n!!li.h judge. I>o •• e •• that fortitude and 
intlepend.'nct' which i. "''JUlred to run counter to tbe prevailing 
sentimpnls of the "ociot.y in wluch th"y live, tbough even in thiB 
r".pe(t some famon. trials nearer home hav" been quoted to .how 
that no judg('s are entlTely froo from human fra.ilty. 

We lUust now examino the opinion of tile judgtl" of the High 
Court of CI1i.mtt.a, )'I.ragral'il by pllragraph, pUHsing over thoee 
only in wbicb the same Ilrgumonts art) simply iterated, without 
re<'.eiving thereby any a.ddit.ional fOlee. 

The fir.t para/,'Tlt.phs, 1 to i', give a lucid sta.tement of what 
the criminal procedure h&s boon in the 1'"t, and the changes 
which tho new Bill would introduce. In thiol there is nothi», 
that caJ.la for remark. 

In pa;ragrapla B to 10 the judges dwell on certain iinpetfec. 
J) 



tiolll in the pl'88ent administration of the law in India, nil 
ehie8y on the dangers a.riaing from the fad th&t in India. the 
_ perlOn i. often inV8Ited. with illquiaitorial, magisterial, a.nd 
judicia.! powen. Tbelle dangers being the 8&1118 for a DAtive 
appearing before a EuroJ_n judge, 1108 for to Euro~ appe&r
ing before a na.tiv6 judge, it i8 desira.bl~, no doubt, tha.t a remedy 
should be found, but surely not fur the protectio.n of the interests 
of one JmTty only. 

Paragrapb 11 repea.ta wha.t had been sa.id before, viz., tha.t, 
in fonner times, European criminals had enjoyed certain privi
leges over native criminals. 

Paragraph 12 shows that tbe higher quaiificu.tionB which will 
in future be requima in jU8til'oS of the peace will exclude many 
Europe&n8 who formerly holo that office. Surely this is no hard
ship to l'rilOlIeZ'll, whether jojurlJp.>an or na.tive. 

l'o.ra.graph 1:3 enters on th€' importa.nt question of oppor
tODenCflll. Here Lord Ripon hilS .. decidl'd advo.nt&.ge. He 
l18.y.:-

"'fhough there is, at tho I'r08ont moment no irresistible 
nec<ls •• ty for introdllcmg tbiH IJl€'a8UTl', as Lorn Lytton'. system 
develo!'t'!!, &0 irre!listiblo difficulty will &rise. When YOIl ha.ve one
sixth of the Civil Service compose(] of natiVes, it will be impos
sihle to maintain the 1''''8ellt rcstr",tioll. 'I'harefore. what Wt' 

l1o.d w consider w .... , is It hetr-·r ." w,,,t until this ntlCell!lity \w
coml'! overwhelming' &Del irIfJllistible, or is it bctt.:. w introduce 
the "Y8WIIl IlOW? I COnrt'SS it llppears to me that it i. fa.r wiser, 
and fo.r more in th.-· tr",· MId 8ub.ta.ntiaJ interests of thoS(! over 
whom th •• jllrisJi"tion i8 e~erci.ed, th&t it should be introduced 
now, .. hon the per.on. wh,\ (JOul<l obta.in these J>0w~" .. re Tery 
ij.lftit.ed in nutuoor; wheu the Cil't'llmRtanrt'~ IllHl~r wbich tbey 
enter tlte Civil &,nice insure their .. bilit.' aod cba.racter; aD,t 
1'1'11"0 all their proceedings ~a.n l>e "&refully wo.tchod. Being few 
in nnmber, it will h" easier now tban .. fterward. for the .. ttention 
qf local governments &Do. th" publi,' to be d.rocted to their pro
oeediull". &DU, ooUlg the ~llen they .. re, it _ms to JIlll th .. t they 
would 00 likely to ... t .. gll<>(l eumple .. nel give a good tone w 
th~ who ('Orne a.fter_ I hold it, therefore, to be wiser to intro
duoe the m ..... u ro now. grad ua.!l y, cautio",,1 y, and ten Lati vely, tha.n 
to wait till the change iii forced. on ua by WlOOUity, a.nd the 
pOwer., whicb are nOw to be given only to a. few men, have to 
be given SUddenly to a very much l&rger DumLer of native civil 
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II8l'V&Iltll. Thill it $he ground apon which I tlIought tNt tIKI 
time had come when this change could best be made. ,. 

The judges do not contro ... ert anyone of th., trnly ~ .. 
manlike arguments. What they 8&y &Il!ounts to a mere ....... 
tion that is it better to put off the evil du.y, tbat i8, to.ai' ~ 
t.here is a.n ugly rush, or till, ¥ they fondly hope, tho demAnd 
for lLDy judicia.! reform will hu. ... e OO&Iled altogether. They hope 
in fact tba.t Lord Lytton's poliry will ntlver be cu.rried out, that the 
natives will never form one·sixth of the Civil Service, but that 
tbey will pro ... e to be .. II. stDall and dwindling claIIa." It that 
should be 80, surely no ha,rm will have been done. BIlt II it 
should be otherwi.... is not the polioy rlloommended by tbe 
judge. very mueh like that of the German Government before 
1848 ? Wh",n, before thRt, date, tho Jif'op!e petitioned, from yl!U 
to vear to be ... Bowed to Nmoke in the streets, tht' statesmen of 
tb;' time ilDagin~d th ... t it was WiS6 not to mn.kll any concp88ions 
t,ill there sbould he Il strong"r uNnan'!. In ('lUle of' a real dis
turhance I,hey (bought that the conc .. B.ioll of the liberty to 
sUlok" in tI,t' Htreets would act lille oil on trouhle>d wat,ers. But 
1848 ca.m,·, antI then th~ pcuple t.uok th~ lil~'l'ty: not only to ligbt 
tbeir cigars in tb" st.rPetN, but 1.0 firp cannons. 

Paragra.ph 17 i8 more important. In it the judges dillCUI. 
tb,· clailns of the "ta.tutory eivililLn" -·i.e., civilianll who have 
I\('{'n appoIllt.,a 1,] the G(> ... ~rnment in lndia witbont eSlUllination 
in En~lQ.nd. With regard to t.l,,·m tbere may be difference of 
opinIOn, and Lora Kimherlo.y pro},,.],ly rcf('rred to then. when 
be hinted that r.ert«in loca.l difii<:ultJea would form a .ul'jed for 
oon&ideration. 'I'he diffi<:nlty i. HIT)' mucb tho same a. in 
England. (;entlemen InILY, on the ground of birth I'lld Mocial 
llOSition, have great daim8 to a nomin ... tion /LII jUlltiC(,R of the 
peac~ who might, yet be conBpicnollKly defieicnt in many of th .. 
qua.lifica.tions whICh are a.dmltt,t>dly e.!<ential in It judge. It 
would Rurely he '~"Y for the j udgo. of thc High Oourt of 
Calcutta to suggcst some a.<lditional quo.lifip-&tions in penons 
eligihle 11.8 j1llltiCfltl of the peace, only tbey &bould not complain 
if the same restrictions excluded !lOme Europea.n phmtera as well 
aa some native Rajahs. 1 

1 ID oddi~Ob U) tb. oboer •• tiono of ProI'_ M"", Mill"'" aD thio pliDt, it t. 
imporUnt W bOte that Mr. lIbert', nm doeo not 1"'''1'- to COIIfer the juria
d~ ill quC!lltion "POD l1li1 oati •• j<Jdicial oft\ ...... , orb.tller "' .... beN 01 tho 
__ "ted ..... iceor otatulDr, eivlliollO, until .rtor thor h ... hod _only ..... 

D 2 



52 

P&ragraphs 18 and 19 dwell limply on the tlxiatence of .. ppro
beuions, without a. word whether they a.re groundless or no; 
wbile pa.ra.gra.ph 20 givetl us once more a. repetition and lIumming 
up of wha.t hJI.d been said before. 

In pa.ragra.ph 21 the judges take higher ground, and aSseTt 

tha.t they ha.ve never hea.rd a.ny complaints from na.tives on the 
&dmiuiatro.tion of j ulltioe. R till they a.re too much Englishmen, 
besides being judges, not to hint that" possibly under certain 
conditioll9 the right of HI//Je.aa a"'p'M, JlOW c1clUllively eJljoy~d 
by Europea.ns, might be e:lt{lnded to natives in the Mofus.,I." 
All honour to the Judges of tile High Court of Calcutta.! 

Pa.ra.graph 22 states once morc tha.t no cotnl'l .. intil Were ma.de 
a.n,! nu cbanges 8u!(ge.ted till Sir A Buen'. communicat.ion of 
the ~()th ]'.\a.r(\h, ] 882, eIlelo.lOg Mr. Gupta's letter of the a()~b 
Janua.ry, 1882. That is, perhap •• not quite correct hisl.oril'aJly ; 
but if It Wt;CO, it woul'} only prove that every refurm must have 
a beginning. 

ParagTILI,h 2:l quotes tlw perKonal opillion of a lieutenant
gnv(~rnor. 

Paragraph 2·~ ~('Jl(",ts the samt' opinion. 
Panlgraph 25 is III "tran~c contrauict.ioll with Jlar~Tltph 31-

III tbat paragraph the Mofll""i1 18 represented as beyond the 
rea.",h of public opilllon. while i1l'r" the TIll'id deve\opm(,llt of 
ra.ilwllY and telpgrapluc commuDlcatlO1l 18 in811;t(l(i on. as a.llow
ing Europeau LTun;llal. to he easily forwarded to the neal'csl 
tribunal, where th('y IlIllo:ht be tripu 1,y a. European judI"" Nay, 
forgetting that tbey had I\<lver heard <,omplaintR o11.the admltli~tro.
tiOll of justi,'" iII Iudia, the ju(igos are now (',arried awa.y 80 far 
in oxtolling tho advllJItag;-. of raIlways and tdegl'lll'h., tha.t they 
&dIDit that formerly, hefo..., the day. of railways ILIld wlegraph., 
., jU8tiOO llOuld not be done oot.wlmn Buropc;LIls and others, either 
io civil or crIllliual CIUWS, so long a.s a European ('ould be brought 
Wore lli) natiVl' judg.· auu before JlU tribuoal nearer tha.o the 
Presidency town. /oiuch a state of t.he law," they add, " w"" in 

Jooicl.l elpcorienM, .n.d tilt' 10<"8.1 gm,"ermuflut h1U't sati.fiM. itaelf in rarh ("a~ 
"bat the. part.it"u.lar offi~r il lb e'le.ry ~Rpe<t fit to be tJDtrueted ",·ill. (,baa 
l\l\wen. Thf' j~.~ hnt' ('tn tlrdy ignored the (art th.t the alII is only an 
~.ti&l;lfl {.r FWIHUJII"'''l! la,,', It simply dct"la.re. thBt Wbl'll pnrliculnr o~ 
b .. ,o proVed their ("DpB"ny and ihtEtg'nl~' to the IUlli.faction of tho 1~1 
govom~nt, and ha,~ ~n (';()Daidcred fit to be'o .Vpoit.tod to <"E'rt.in h"b 
<>ftI«o. UIt!y .b.U not .... " ... ..,.,ted, m .... ly by ,....OOD of their nationality. from 
.... oiomg t.he j1ll'lodi<t.ioo ordinarily .turbidg to .neb om .... 
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mlLIll' _ ta.nt&mouut to a. denial of jUBtitle, a.nd in criminal 
matters it practic8JJy. in all but very serious (lIII8S, eecurGd 
impunity to the favoured claas." If. however, it i. now flO much 
euier to forwa.rd European criminala to tho P~esidenoy towns or 
& nearer tribunal, the judges Orolt to ILllBwef the most importa.nt 
question-namely. who is to bea.r tho expense? 

We ha.ve touched o.lready on pa.ragraphs 26 &lid 27. The 
English judges do not like to MeUse their da.rk brotbl'ra of 
partiality or dishonesty, but. they hint, neverthllle88, at the 
l){)sHibilItyof such things. l'l1i8 is har,lly fair, and it is cert.a.inl) 
not. judicial. Ii th,·y Cat! prove the ~llI\fge, or t,he innuendo, thl 
whole eM" falls, if not, th"v should remember that the n .. lives 
might r .. tah ... (.e and B~y, •. ,Vh .. t bas hoen, luigbt 1.0 o,go.iu," a.nd 
tb"t tbe tim., wh"" tbo mOllt ul>tin!(ui.hed civilutl1ll rtlL'<'\ivcd 
I'r"s(,l1ts i. still wit.hm the f<'colledion of some of th .. supporters 
Ilf Luru Rlpou', poliey. 

}'ar,,~\'al'h :!b is very wi·l1k. To say tlt"t the Crimin,,1 Pro
",,,lnre Bill w". JIltrOlllll'ed Hlmply lind Boh.ly to rtlmove o.n 
o.nllmo.ly, i. til ),Ullu up a nmn of straw in ordpr to knock hitu 
tlown. "\l1d the <tI'!I,w/",dlCffl «Il hmnili6'fft that the Europeans 
have a right to 'iertain privileges, b,·cu.u." IlI11'w.ti1lUS rega.rding 
~uc(·eH.sion, inherit.a.lltx:.', Dltl.rriag-n or eaHte, uf reli~iou8 lllW.gH or 
JIl.lltutlOn, the HllIdu" and MolllllIJlJlct!au8 0.1''' jUllgcd ace.ording 
to their OWII Io.w, cI>n "ardly loll mcu.ut in ,·o.rDC'st. 'I'he two 
thing" have notbiui,: whaw •• ·r in ""nllnOIl, and lW one knows 
this 1.,tter than the Jlldl-il'~ (h~lII"dvc".' 

If in paragraph. ~9 and ao the jUl]I/;CB ,loclu.I'C that they ~annot 
see that to I'roDonnCll " natlV~ jutlge unfit to ..duuDister thl) ),.w, 
wh"11 the accused is a },;uropcan, i. invllliouB, or huruilillJ.ing. 01' 
m"ulting, I can only quote th" remark of a nativ'J, that, it is not 
the fault of the post If the blind man tJannot jjOO It 

In' paragl'ltl'h 31 the judg<.'Ii mako v"ry hKht work of the 
argumellt used againHt thcm-nalJwly, that t.he principle of 
.. !lowing native jUdg~K to try ]~uroI'"an crimllla18 ha. long bee)l 
conced.·u in !LU Presidency towns, a.nd that no suspicion ha,ll ever 
been hreatheu. a.g"inst the upri!o(htncS8 of tbn nQ,tive judges in 

s It "bould allO 00 borne in mind thitt, 60 far as tI.f' adnu",i8t-rtdion o{ 
~rJ_".li"dl(;c u CQrlC~d. no nativ6 ollnd;lI. whether a rwbJ8J%lan or 8. buly 
of n.nk 1lIJnaUy h'Jlog iD 1CC1QII(~nt~. ,u~1 privlLegf~ or ewmptiou w.bat
...".. Erery nail •• of India, 1r,th01lt d .. tin<tion of nmk fIT .. ~. ;. "'IUAUy 
liable to he """'lI"lWd to .ppear hifv •• a cr ... i"al c_ wb.n .... r bl. or hoI' 
aU-daMe -1 IH' nIojllln<l .itbel' .. a "it" ... or u & deltmdaD~, 



tqiItg ei~er European or JlAtiTe culprit.... They think tb&t 
tJ.e judgllll beh&ye well beca.uee they are watcbed, but they 
Jbrget tha.t thill may be laid of aDy mBll who behaves well. 
Besidefl, they have themaelves admitted that, owing to railway-. 
telegmpha, aDd newspapers, the MofuMil is no longer beyonG 
the reacb of public opinion.~: Let one European be wronged by 
a. na.tiTe judge, and depend upon it, hiB screams will Boon be 
heard, not only in Caleutta., but, in London. The judges would 
not be judges if they did not lini.h up with the bughtlll.l' of pre. 
cedent. If you do this, you will soon have to do a great deal 
more I I cannot anRwer tbis a.rgument better than in :r.rr. Bright'B 
worde, tba.t if what you do now is good, the more you do of it 
the better. And I may &dd, in conclu8ion, that in Ct'ylon,'which 
is really a part of India., though governt'd by the Colonial 01lMe, 
all tha.t it i. now propo..oo to conl'eile to tho nl1tives on the main. 
land hu long b(''f!n roDCeded to tho natives of t h~ island, and, as 
Lord K imberlpy and other Col""ial S"CTptaries .. ill he rt'&dy to 
&dmit, withol1t, aIly complaint from European 8pttlcrs. 

The high I~"thorily attaching to an opinion eXllreH.oo by tbe 
Judges of tll1) High Court of Cah:uttl1 rend~red It Impt!rative to 
examine it, alnl reply to it, paragraph by paragTaJlh, or, at 
l<,ast, argmncnt. by argument. 1111 I venture to hope i. t.hat I 
way hav~ connnccd Rome who ILrA intt'rested in t.his question, 
.. hether in Jndi .. or in EUI'OJ>8, thill, a. u8ullol, theft' IIorp two sides 
to it, and that the a.rgument. are not "ntirely 011 one. Perhap8 
thE> judges tJ'l'msl'h'es would admit tbi., if they wert' called 
upon t.o Lear hoth .,d". MId t,o del'ide &Ii jlldg,>s, instead of 
plek.ding WI counsel 

But I go a 8tep furth.",. Evpn admitting, for argument' .... ke, 
that the 1 .... &8 .U on one 8ide, 1I.lId tloat judge. could see no 
juatifica.tion .. h&.tever for the Criminru Procedure Bill, woJlld it 
not bo, &. case of """''''tUn i''', Mlmma ;71j"ria, if at the present 
moment, t.his Hill were t.o bP dropped P With all respect for the 
la .. 8.11il i!.tl able repTeoontatives, a good lawyer, OJ' even a learned 
judge. I. not lIl .. ay. a good statesman, or R. 8ncce88ful mini.tn. 
Nor lIIUl Indi. be governed like Engla.nd. Englead governs 
it.eelf. &lid if u. mi.t&ke bas ~n madt', by one party or 8.11other, 
it can be oo~, "'ith or .. ithout a cba.nge of ministry. But 
India. il govened [,1 Engla.nd, and ita government ill very much 
like the t~ni of I/o patient, Statesmanabip, unelet such COlI. 

diLioD8, hu many pointa in commOD with medicine. BoweTer 
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muclJ political and medical science may be atooHld theotetica.Uy. 
they aTe both in the end experimentalscien.".. Calm obeer .. 
tioo and experience may do much, but there always renWu .. 
lArge margin of unknown conditions for which both the doctor 
and the stateaml>n must be prepared . A wise doctor never pr0-
phesies, nor .. wise statesman either. They do their beat ud 
watch the results. ]Jut there are two lessons which ata.tesmen 
may learn from doctors. The first i.a not to sha.ke the faith. of 
their patient by changing a prescription, without the m08t 
urgent ne<.,'es8ity. The second, not to quarrol in the presence of 
their patient. Thia i. a rule most oonscientivl1llly observed by 
medical mon. A cOJUlUltiug- physician, even when he differs 
from the treatment !>dopted by hi$ colleague, will never before 
the patient call his medica! attend&nt a fool and a charla.t&n, 
but c<)mmunicate his own misgivings privately to him, and Hug· 
gest whatever be considpTS best for the patipnt. Something of 
tbe same kind formed formerly a tadt understanding between 
politicians in th('ir treatll1lmt of I ndin, and without. it the fear 
expressed by John Stuart Mill, that India would be l08t if it 
beC&1Il6 suhject to Parliamentary government., will 800m to many 
to have been more rt'!l.SonalJle th"n it did "t tho time when the 
Government of Indin was tTUnHfprn·d frol1l till< EWit. India Com· 
l,any to a Secretary of State for India in COlllJ(,il. 

It i. easy to l!3y that this Hili i. tbe work of polit.ical doc
trinMrll8 and of sentimental philanthropist., nnd that the ptlOpJe 
of India do not eMu ahout it. .. 1'he peoplo of India. .. i. a. very 
vaguo expression. It iR '1uite p09.ihl" tbat, out of tho flWlous 
250 milliond, not one million h". eVer hoard Mr. IIbert'. nlUDe. 
It i. quite possible that those whom thi8 Bill mORt coucern8, the 
lowellt chuses, who nre most likely to ~.ont,ribute the iargll8t num
ber of prisoners, whether native or European, never beard Lord 
Ripon's name. But, if that be 80, the llama gentlemen who use 
this argument, .hoald, at all events, hesitate before, in the same 
breath, they ascribe outrages committed by the lowest ew- to 
political sympathy with Lord Ripon and Hr. TIbert. In: 0.11 this, 
however, ij seems too ea.aily to 00 forgotten tha.t what i8 called 
public op~OD i~ a thing very difficult to meaAlUre or to count. 
The millio¥ ot India. may care very little whether the five or aix 
gentl<lmeu .~o alone aTe at prt-'fIent in q_tion should haTe 
juriBdiction over ElIl'Opeana, except in the Pretidency tow~. 
But if theM tiT~ gsotIelllea lml told in 10 man,. wordt that, 
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though they posses. e'f'ery qua.iification, .inte1lectual aud m~
ror the discharge of judicial functions in tGwn&, they cannot, lor 
'OIIe moment be trusted O'f'er the way, that i& ~tber more nOT 
lelll than n.n iuterna.tional insult, In all OQIlnfrlet, ·and not the 
le~ in India, people a.re proud of their judge.; and very seolli-. 
tivc o.a to their honoQ,T. Even in F]ngland it i, cuy to observe 
iW.wl.He much may he said in society Sobout mioillt-erll,"lnernbers 
of,Pa.rliament, and even bishops, judges .till enjoy a certa.iG im
m~nity from je.rts and jOllrs. Only the other day an emineot 
judge, while defining th" limits of blasphemy tol"rable according 
to the 10. .. of Englo.nd, remarked to the pla.intiif tha.t it was in
toult'l~I)lc that h~ (the judge) should have to ll.ten to any refiec
tiona on II. 1rother judge. 

I do not believe, &II _e have &ilid, tba.t the witbdra.waol.of 
Mr. libert's Bill would le&d to 0. rebellion, but I do beUIWe th9.t 
tbiA Ilnmerited alight ojfered to some of their hest men "'ouid 
leave 0. RoreneSI in the miwJH of a. very large number of the moo 
loya' lul,jecte ~nb(' Ernpl'tl"s (If Jndi,.. I hr,ve nothing t.o say 
ill I'eply to that brut .. 1 logic whicl. maint.a.ins that India. WaS 
conqu('r~c.l by u blno<1 aud il'<JIl," and must be ruled by" blood 
IUl.I iron." 'rhoy al'e IJTlIove word8, and no more. There are 
"tb,'r word., how~v('r. whicb I may be ullowud 10 quote in COil, 

(·!uHiMl-real1y ImLv," worus, hecall8e thtly have been followed 
hy l>l'lLvil <1Ct·a., and will hI! followe<1, I Im.T" b) still braver deeds 
- -tbe word. \ltt~r~,d by h'-T Majesty lhe Queen when ad-lised by 
oue of the ru08\. (Joll"ervalive of Englisb stale.men, t.he lat.eLoJld 
1)orb1--

" And it is our furth"r will tht, 80 fflf 0.8 may 00, our But~ect.. 
or wb .. tt·'Vpr rl\.(~' or cre+'d he freely Ilnd imvartiafl, admitted to 
"Hit ... ill oUT II(\l"\'i('(>, the duties or which tbey may be qualified Ily 
thoir eduCI<tioD, "Lilily, and illte~ity to dj~ghaTge. ' We .. ~'d 
OUMleh-tl8 bouud to tbo no.tivcB of our IDJi~ ' temtorie •• by'tIwt 
Malllt' obligations of duty which hilld us to ..a our other 8tl~ 
and Ibelle ohligatinn~, by the blf'.IIslQg of .Al/mighty aq.I, we~l 
fllit4fuUy "Illl cODsciontil'u,'y fulfil." '. . 

}'. Mn: »CLL1!:a. 
Oxford, AQgu~t 5th, 1 tlH3, 


