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WHY I DI I HE R T D L 
WITH GREAT BRIT 

WHY i ' In lia he~rt and oul \ i b Gr at Bl'itl in ill 
th pr ent 'ris' ? Th an w 1'i quit plnin tht' 
Indian but probnbIy it \ illQ not b' plaiu to the 
Engli hmau who h 'nev l' b ' 11 in [ndin, 01' lmvillO' 
be n h· not c me \ll touch with th h art and 80ul 
of Intlia. In! all EnO'li. hm n, v n ill lwlia. (10 

11 t try to d s. ] f India \Va.' e uqu re 1 t nit \. ill 

th sen e that i. usually un 1 1'. t el, l' if th llHliuIl8 
held the po 'ition of a ul j t naLi n, tll re. pOll. ' 

O'ivcn by India in the 11Ou1' of th' Empir '8 n ea 
w ultT have been a matt r f( r w nu r indeed; 'JIlt 
Inclia ir{ not a conquere 1 couht1'Y, II L' ar h l' pe 1'11.'. 
a 'ubje·t p pulution. 

British Rule in Indi~. 

In the middl of bhe eighteenth 'entury, th c ntl'lll 
Moghul authority at Delhi ha 1 fallen int c lllplctc 
and irretri vable decay. Th Mahratt< power whieh 
httd ari 'en on it ruin recei.ved a tunning blow ill 
the third battle of ' Panipat. India was <livideu into 
a number of . mall tates, held a1 art by mutual 
u pi ion and jealou y, and 110t. eldom waning againl:!t 

each other. 'l'he c untry had become a prey to 
anar(~hy and c nfu ion. In this tate of things, the 
help of ~he French or the Engli 'h tradinO' companies 
wa ou ht by rival tates or haras ed lopulatioua. 
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The battle of PIa '. 'Y, w}1\(,h laid the foundat.ion 
British rule in India and gllY to the Ea. t. I 
Company the revenue l.lminj, trlltion of Be 
wa' undertaken as much on the invitati.m of 
Indian peopl a of the thr 'at ned Enrrli h . . tl 
at MurRbidahn,cl, and fourrhL pm ·tically with lndian 
oldiers. In the wars that followed, th v rnment 

of Gr at Britain did J1 t ~upply.1l siolYl Holc1ip,r Ot' 
spend a single rupee. It wa ' . ,lIely with Iudia's 
money, and mostly with Indian h10 d that th 
Briti h 1111I ir in India wa. b.uilt -up aml COll. oli 1-
ated, and wh 11 the Mutioy am in 1857, an 1 Briti.'h 
rule in India was nearly shatt red, it was again with 
the h Ip of the Indian prin e fwd peopl. that it wa. 
re-e tablished. Profe SOl' 1 y ha ju tly oll. rv it 
that "the xpre sion 'con(lue t' a apr Ii cl t th 
acqui ition of o,yereicrnt), by th East India -'ompany 
in India is n t m r ly 1 . e but thOl ughly m~l ad­
inlY." India ha nev l' f It that h wa. a onqu reel 
ountry, and th Indian d not feel that th Ill' a 

conquered pc pIe. 

The Oha'racter oj Hritish R ule. 

But it i not a .que. tion of histori al c1et1uctioll l' 

per onal fe ling. The Chart l' t of 18~ ,one f 
the early parliamentnl'Y tatute dealincr with the 
governm nt of India, "d finit 1 and finally r OIY­
ui ed th equality of tatu, of !-ilYht , and of du ie. 
of the Indian ubj ct of hi f j ty with the> 
British subj et . '. But thi i Dot all. 

India's Magna Cha1't((. 

The p opI of India ju tly attn. h very IYreat impor­
tance to the Proclamation i \led in 1858 ' by Queen 
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Yictori W the prince chiefi 
the occasion of the tran fer 
India from the En t Indin ompan 

rOWl1. Inllilt wn. ju t til '1) emerging from a hI 
and terriLle truggl. d' 'Ilt 8:-1 wa th i n, 
markillO' It ne\ n nd impOl'tall L epoch in t he hi tory of 
India, it wa r n 1 l' d d ubI ' m 'UlornhIc hy th 
!.!.reat Pro ']amati n fun Viet ria whidl ha. be 11 
" . 
truly call (1 tb ~Ia un. Imrtn. of th Indiall p ople. 

lIiO'h ,·tat mnu hip, hl'iu iuO' th ,olae of p'ace 
to a Ll dillO' pol nntl h 1 }in O' ont b p f 11. IT l ' 'ILt 
fut11re, omLin J with .. Iltim nt. 1I 1 fty Hi'l hn,,' 
y r rno d humanit , was til pI' 1 ruillHIl f !tiu)' 
f th' D hill, ~ nO' , aml it., n] ct wi th n hU1l6lI) 

and 01 mn pray l' whi·h w nl 'tmiO'ht int th' 
b nrt of an orien tal pop] ill till' with th l' ,)lO'ioll. 
,'pirit, 

fer [LUll uncil1(; it g n raj nmn ,·ty, th Pr dalllH­
ti 11 proc lcd:-

" \V e d jl'O no xlen i n of Ul' t nit rial 
po e sion. ; and wIlil W wi.ll prmit TI alT Tn'-
ion ulon ur cl. minio1)s l' ul'ri hl • W qbo.ll 
~Dction no ncr it hment on tho, of til r, W 
shall r I ect the right. , dignity, and h n tn' of 

ur 1 ati 'c Prin caul' own, 
, We h lel 111' ely Lound to th native of Our 

Indian tcrritori A .by the me bliO'ati ns of du ty 
which Lind all ur th l' 'ubject : and tho e 
olliO'ation , by th hIe. in of Almighty d, We 
hall faithfully and con. cie tiou ly fulfil, It is Our 

earnest de ire to stimulate the pea' ful indu try of 
India to pl'omot w rks f public utility and im­
pro,ement, and to admini tel' its g v rum ut for 
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the benefit of all Out su1,jec resident therein: 
In their prosperity will be Our strength; in their 
contentment Our security; and in their gratitude 
Our be t reward. And may the od of ae power 
grant to Us and tho. e in authorit under U 
str ngth to carry out thc e OUf wishe . for th rood 
of Our people." 

This was not n chM-ter" of rights wrung from an 
unwilling Ruler by force or comr ul ion but a de­
lib rate declaration of the policy of th Briti h 
Pnrliamellt erraciously and aptly cony y d through 
the lips of a female over ign: and it i . not a poli .y 
which the British nati II ba repented. On th 
fiftieth anni~ 1'sary of the gl' at Proclamhtil n, it wa 
confirmed and ratifie 1 by an ther me' aO'e from liner 
Edward VII. to the prince., hi f', and p opl of 
India. • 

Th Spi?'it in I ndia. 
However hort he actual administration in India 

may have fall n of thi O'l'e'lt id aI, the IndinD p or 1 ' 
}JRVe alway regard d it a the funda,m utilI prill ipl 
of Briti h rule ill India. To them and to their 

overeiern it ha no been a mel' rap of paper. 0 

attempt ha inc been mad ,a wa don durin er the 
adroini trations of Welle ley an 1 Dalhou ie, to di t.urb 
Indian prin e in their pos e ions, and though tbe 
prin have ometime fretted u er the intel'£ r n . 
of an over-m ddling Bl'iti h official, they have alway 
found a g n rou und ym jJathetic friond and advi r 
in Vic 1'oys lilre 1m'd Minto and Lord Hardinge. 

nd 0 far a the p ople are on med, there ha 
been on the whol fair progr s : edu ation, railwR , 
inigation, a gl'Cc'ttly improv d admini t.mtioll of 
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law a common lanO'uag III tIl m tlium of in r­
chang of thought. a1HI idct\. a gtO 'ing pirit 
of nationalit· a common O'OY rum nt and. C nlmOIl 
ideal, inteI"nal p fie ann fr etlom from t wnl 
aO'O'r . iOIl, hnv murkpJ th hi. tor r of Briti h 
rul in Inelin, dUl'illr') th latL 1" half of tb niu '­
tc nth c nti.lI'r. III tb tw uti Lh . 'lJtllry, the 
r £ l'llP n 'late 1 .with tlJ nam f th Int Enrl 
of Mint nu 1 Vi e Ull forl m what 
mutilat 1 iu n Lllal p r ti 0, !lilU ill YIU}Jathctic 
nttitud of LOI'1. Harlin 4U ntif 'inO' til Go ru­
m llt f Imli: 'with h' In liall p pi 11 th gl' at 
que tion I1ffi cLing th i1' ifttu iLiz 'n f th 
Bl'i Li b Em ir Ita ' h·/1. WJ) th nati u~, 1 rili ·It l~1Hl 
Inuian, clo' t'toO' til r. 

V1' it of tl!e Kin.? 

'1'h l' i ill India a . piri of frauK l' 

h' bell fit f Briti It rule and of it imm n pot n­
ialiti , f, rod, jf ani d on und. r b 1 i\cl of 

th Briti It d 1ll racy and fr d f1' m tb tmmm I 
of con. tant tut lag, wlli h 1'tt~in AnO'l -Ju(1il1l1 
admini trat r would like to iml UpOll it . 
.lev ral generations in In lia W l' b 11 and liv d 
durinO' the r iO'n of u n"'\ i to1'iu. T b 1', a th i1' 
O'l'cut Ou n and Moth 1' , from whom emanat d. th 
g~ at harter of th: ir l'iO'hts and lib dies, th In Han 
p ople w re pa iouatcly attach d an 1 devot d. Thi 
fe ling of p r~oDal attachm nt "and devo~ion ha. L en 
grcatly timuIated and s r nlrthen d by the visits to 
1n lia of mem r. of the Ro) il l Family. T11 y know 
ho iV to say and to do thc right thing at the right 
nlOl!lent, and by th(;ir iubr d courte·y and geniality 
of manner they have h Iped . often th atmo 'phere 
of aloofu with hich orne Britirh official, under 
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&11 erroneous sense of dignity and pr tige, time 
surround themsel yes. 

The vi. it of the King an1t Que n, as the vi iLle 
embodiment of sovereignty, and th g nerous and 
nohle uttemnCCFl of the KinO' in his variou addre e 
in India, did much to hearten the people in their faith 
in the ultimate fulfilment of the 0'1' at Prod a ation 
of Qucen Victoria, for hop~$ long defer' d had made 
them falter. '£h Intlian peopl~ ju tly demand a 
great extension of ducation amon)' the me, £ r iL 
is the foundation of all Ill' O're s, an the word of the 
King in hi , reply to the addl' . , of the Univ 1\ it f 
Calcutta have b eu taken oy th'11 as tt f1' h I IHl­

mark in the lev lopm nt f ducati n ill Juditt. IIi' 
Maj saitt: "It is my wis4 that th 1'e may oe; 

- spr ad ov r th land a netw rk of chooh; an 1 
colleges, from which will go forth loyal anJ maul,l 
and useful citiz~ns, aLl t bold their wn in th 
industri saud aO'!'ic111tul' aud all the vo ation iu life. 
And it is my wi. h, too, that th home of my Iuliau 
subjects may be bri htened and their labour 
sweet n J by tIl spread of knowl dge with all that 
follows in it train, a high r level of thought, f. 
comfort, and of health. It is through e lucation tbaL 
my wish will b fuHill d, aud the au e f education 
in India will v r be clos to my heart. " 

The Attitude of the P eo'f)le in thi 
" 

1'eat Cri is. 

These are pr ciou words to the Indian pop] . !. 

the ue laration by the ver ign of a policy 'hi('h 
u t, be carrie lout. Gr at and far-reaching a hl1 ' 

been the benefits ·of Briti h rule in India, it ha not yet 
ri en to the full heiO'ht of th British p ople in whose 
na.me and on who e behalf it is admini, ter d, nol' of 
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th 1 pI hei. to an ancient d iIi tion, for wh . 
benefit th reat Que n n. k n Di"in h Ip to admilli -
t~r her rule. Imp rtall qll. tioll~ .. neh n. tl r~gh 
to (',arry' arm , to n Ii. It yolu Il teers, t en r th 
commi.".lon cl nmk f tll Arm,', h r 'ogniti n of 
equal citiz n. hip ill Briti.'ll (' 10nl . th lwtt r d· 
mini tration of ju tie a mor ('I'luitnbl pfLrticipntioll 
in Uic (T v rnm nt (~f th untn' . 1il1 aWl it (Iuti n, 
Ull 1 IJldi, ha. n . :,Inril ' :D 1 It im.'. OJ' nu(l Jl('Ul't-

· ick; but tb r n v r hru h n n' d . i1' to br ak 
awa. Indi, hn finit 1y t h 1'If t :DH'(T ah ad, 
and t hi end to w rl i In lia n w 11 a. ill BncrlcllId 
by v ry c n itutionru m .llh in h('1' lOW r. With 
• ympath ti . tat m u lik th· Jjarqui.. f r w 
· nil Lord Ihrdino- a th b a(l f aHa!l. , h r 'are r 
mil. n t b r <liffieult. • om I 11 m Y haw' 

rmnn am ng. t >th 1'1-{, Imt hp 
qu . lOll . (fndiau admiu1 rati II would 

k p Encrland and Indit tl.part : an(1 th 1'. who rcal­
i. d bat th p e f Briti h rul ill India JIIlFl IlcclI 
to low, t 0 much w io-ht 1 with autiol1, have 
douhted. Thi, £ lin f d ubt ha, b n, t Home 

t nt, a ntuo.t'd b 11 t gr at. I r ,min II(' that 
·ti II of th Engli. b PI' . .. 11a giv 11 t p{)iitieal 

rime. in lu(lia, :D roo tillg that th O at' at rihutnhlc 
to an iufiuit im,} fraction of it. p p111ati~n. But 
Tn lin. ha n v r louh d. II r hart hn h en 
wholly with ri1j h rule; th foun lation of her' 
faith allelloyalty hay heen t w 11 and firmly tai(l 
to Le Ii htly eli turb d: al1 that . b d ir i8 that 
Briti.'h rul in India . honld h c mpatibl with the 
· elf-re .. pect- f her p opl .. , gl'OWiDIf in education, 
knowl dO' ., and p ri nee; that it . b uld d\'elop 
into a rule by th· peop} a part f the Briti h 
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Empire, as waH fol'C'sccu awl fl}retol<l h the great 
st.atesmen who moulded her (iextiuies in the !lU'ly palt 
9-f .the ninet enLll century. Awl India has he'~ll work­
ing towards tihi. goal: she reali' it must be a slow 
and laborious proce '. 

Then came t1i reat European war, sudden and 
swift: all doubt, all b 'itation, aU qu . tio w re 
RwOpt away; h re WtlS uut 011e f cling to tand hy 
England in th hour of da.nO'or. The great 1 POl'­

tl1nity for India, ill tho hi(~b t . 'cn e, had oom : he 
claimed to bold an eq ua1 posi tion \vith th r parts of 
tIle Empire-sh wanted to prove h l' tit) . Tho 
lUlliau princes are eager to sh \V that t.hey are iu ftt ·t, 
a. they have been in name, pillars of the lpil'e; th,;it' 
auc stors had fought a captaim\ and 1 ader in tL 
army of the reat Moghul. . and tb y!U' l111xiou. t 
occupy their old position ill the Army of 11'eat BritH,in. 

nel the pcopl~ of India, w]lo hav .. 0 thorouO'hly 
identifi d them elvc with t.ho BriLish I opl , have 
oom forwar 1, mol' gen rnu .Jy thaD vcr in the pa t, 
eith l'in tbo days of tho Hindu or the 1\101!:lcm, for 
they had not then reali ed their power, to oft l' their 
s rvices and their re our e.. They have through their 
r pres ntativc in council voted out of th r'v nues 
of India the whofe co t of the Illllian expcilition,l'Y 
force; and th yare PI' pared to lay down their live on 

'~ the field, 0 that the old order of thing may pn s 
) . awny and a n word I' be u h l' din, lJ erl on 

mutual ulld erstanding and onfid nce anrl heralding 
, an ra brighter aml happier than any in the past­
the Ea t and the W t, In iia an 1 EuO'lan 1, marching 
onwar 1. in coml'ad hip, uuited in bonds £ 1'0' d n 
the fi 1d of batt 1 and tempered in th ir common bloo 1. 

BHUPE DR ATM BASU. 
'ept. 30, 1914. 
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