





present crisis 7 The answer
‘ mn, but probably it wxllo«nob

n has not come in touch with the h
India. Alas ! all Englishmen, even
“not try to do so.  If India was conquered te
~ the sense that is usually understood, or if the
. the position of a subject nation, th
n by India in the hour of thé Empi
I(T have been a matter for wonder 1
dia is not a conquered cotfutry, nor are hi
subject population.

British Rule in India.

: In the middle of the eighteenth entury, the
- Moglul authority at Delhi had fallen into e
nd irretrievable decay. The Mahratta power
d arisen on its ruins received a stunning b
‘the third battle of Panipat. India was di
umber of small States, held apart )
n and Jealousy, and not seldom wq

ﬁse vench or the Enghsh md“
bynvis.l Sﬁnﬁes or hnrassed»-




labad, and foughts pmctxéslly ith
~In the wars that followed, Mv ;
of ,reat Britain did yrot supply ,a single soldier or
a single rupee. It was splely with India’s

1% tha.t “the expression ‘conquest’ as applied to the

m Iaﬂn is not merely loose but thoroughly mglead-v
g.” India has never felt that she was a oonquered

people.
The Character of Bmtwh Rule.

;Bnt it is not a Jquestion of historical deduction or
personal feeling. The Charter Act of 1833, one of
the early parliamentary statutes dealing with the
_government of India, definitely and finally recog-
nised the equality of status, of Yights, and of ﬁnﬁes

wqmmtmn of soyereignty by the East India (Jompany; '

@ountry. and the Indians do not feel that t;hey area

ney, and mosbly with Indian blood, ‘that the
- British Empire in India was built «up and consolid-
‘ated, and when the Mutiny came in 1857, and British
rule in India was nearly shattered, it was again with
~ the help of the Indian princes and people that it was
~ re-established. Professor Seeley has justly observed
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Mi_’i;the Indw.n subjects of his Majesty with the ¢



solemn yrayer whwh wom
earts of an tmantal people matmot with
spmt. : =
After mmmncmg a general amnes@
ti o Wﬁd .

- possessions ; and while We will permit no
X 18 sion upon Our dominions or Onrmgm
~ sanction ne ,qpcroqchment on those of others,




rate declaration of the pohc of ﬂge ¥

liament graciously and aptly conveyed thg

the lips of 2 female Sovereign : and it is not a pohey
hich the British nation has repented. On the

';ﬁfmeth anniversary of the great Proclamfition, it was }

~ confirmed and ratified by another message from ng

Edward VIL to the princes, chiefs, and people of

India, . ViR ix

‘ The Spirit in India. Yo

- However short the actual admmxstmtlon n Indm
~ may have fallen of this great ideal, the Indian people
~ have always regarded it as the fundgmental principle
of British rule in India. To them and to their
Sovereign it has not been a mere scrap of paper. No
- attempt has since been made, as was done during the
- administrations of Wellesley and Dalhousie, to disturh
~ Indian princes in their possessions, and though the
princes have sometimes fretted under the interference
~ of an over-meddling British official, they have aliwqa X
-y El:d a generous and sympathetic friend and adviser

Viceroys like Lord Minto and Lord Hardinge.
nd so far as the people are concerned, there has
'.a' M on the whole fair progress: education, railways,
: v ‘,' a greatly 1mproved admm:strstmn ;




ire, have drawn the natxong,
_ Indrgm, closer together. |

Visit of the King.

There is in India a spirit of fraik rece
the benefits of British rule and of its immense poter
tialities for good, if carried on under thekﬁ
~ the British democracy and freed from the t;
- of constant tutelage, which certain Angb ]
- administrators would like to impose
Seﬁernl generations in India were born
g;_;}dunng the reign of Queen Victorid. To her,
'\‘.}gxe&t Quaen and Mother from whom

:X W were pmmtely attached and devobed- h
- feeli “ of personal st:twhment 'anddevom,m :
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"bopgs long deferred
e Indian people justly
d of educatwn among t.he

been taken b;r them as a fneﬂ\ hud~
the' velop@ent of educahoﬁxq‘ ndia. Hls
‘sald' “It is my wish that there may be

wver the land a network of sohools and

‘and agnculture and all the voeationsin life.
my wish, too, that the homes of my Indian
ots may be brightened and their labour
by the spread of knowledge with all that |
its train, a lugher level=of though of.
1 of health. It is through education that
;“wﬂl*be fnﬁl}ed and the cauae of e(l oatmp

i t*
words to the Indmn m AR
the Snverexgn of a polmy wﬁﬁw




ns amongst. Oﬂlﬂlﬁ;
Indian

o e
metlthat the pace of British mie
wfy sﬂom, too much welghﬁed 'mﬂi

mo’n of the English Press has-give
crimes in Tndia, forgettmg that the’y are a

't hyaltyhve beensa}x
. 'dmmbed~- .11 the sha




ept. away ; there was but one feelmgb-—to stand by
]and in the hour of dantrer The great oppm',

it u to hold an equa'l posutxon with other pa.rts of "*‘;,
:,Empsn'e—she wanted to prove her title. The
princes are eager to show that they are in fact, ’ﬂ
y have been in name, pillars of the Empire; their. *1
ors had fought as captame. and leaders i in the g
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the days of thc Hmdu or the Moalem for 4
1 not then realised their power, to offer their
$ and thelr resources. They have through thezt ’**

. f
‘ﬁbld of battle and tempered in their common blood.
E mu \'\ BHUPENDRANATH BASU. :
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