




I DI E 

RY 

JOHN l\IATTHAI 
\ ME'rHER or' TilE 'S( 1f:'IT ( ' rolll'TI'''' till RllI OF !«IrTlI !'IO! 

H MPHREY MILFORD 

OXFORD i} ,\IVERSITY PRE 

'..) 

0.30 

LONDON EDINBURGH GLASGOW NEW YORK 

TORONTO MELBOURNE BOMBAY 

1!)15 



to a decisive issu 
2. That the war i~ non an outcome and a revela-

tion of the un- hris~ian principl whi h ha e dominated 
tb lif of W tern hristendoID and of whl h both the 

hurch and the nations ha e need t repent; 
3. That follow r of hri t , a members of th hID'oh, are 

link d on another in a fello hip which trans' nd 
IIJI divi i n8 f nati nality or rae ; 

4. l'hat the hristian uutie f 10vfI and forgi n ar 
as hinding in tim of war f\ in tim of peac ; 

5. That Christian 0.1' bound to r coguiz th in uffi ioncy 
of mere ompulsion for 0 er oIDing evil , and to place 
supr me reliance upon spiritual forces and in particul r 
upon t.he power and method of th Oro. ; 

G. That only in proport.ion a Chris ian prinaipl dictate 
th term of t.tlement will a r 0.1 and lastin peace 
b ecur 

7. That it is th duty of the hurch to mak an altogether 
new £fort to r am and apply t-o all th relations 
f life its own po itiv ideal of" broth rhood and 

fellowship; 
Thatw"ith God all things are po ible. 

--- . 



I DIA THEW R 

IN estimating the 1"0 ul to lridlf> of thi war, it is 
afe to say that it will have no effoot on th gr t m 

of the people-a.t any rat ,no direct if t. Th re wa 
a slight tremor, a.lmo t appr aching to pani , among 
the villages round abou Madra on th a t 080 t and 
near Cochin on the w t coa t, when th Emden appear d 
in Indian water alld thr waf w" h n t th ]t\nd 
and sank a few ship. Th stOI go ' that th captain 
of the Emilen got hold of a few fish I'm n wh n h wa 
prowling about ¥adras and told th m to t II their f llow 
on land 'that the Briti h raj had b n d f at d on th 
high seas, and that hi hip wa the vangu I'd of h t 
of oth l' German ship on th ir way to India. Th t r , 
like mo t war torie, lac confirmation, but that th l' 
was som sort of apprehension among the village £ lk 
is certain, from all that one ha hard. An Indian 

overnment official wrote to say that for a who} w k
end he w occupied with l' ceiving callers from n igh
bouring vill~ge anxiou to b a Aured that th l' w to 
be no change of si?·kar. That tr mol' h now pa sed 
with the disappearance of the Emden, and thing havo 
got back to their even tenor. The war apparently is 
forgotten except in the little echoe that come gently 
and fitfully from the bazaars of the city. ther and 
more important matter now fill the mind- birth , 
marriages, and funerals-and so long as the sun hine 
and the rains fall in their ea on, and the tax is ot too 
heavy, and there i nough grain and alt, life will b 
a tolerable as ever; for th villagers' attitude to life is 
eldom anything mol' than an amused tolerance. 

The effect of he war mJ!St be sou ht among tho 
educated _ clas. They are a small minority in India, 
a 'tiny speck in the va t ocean of India's millions. But 
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INDIA AND THE WAR 

on that account they are no t o b disregarded. 1 
would be a mi take to igno th ir influence. If thi. 
war had no £f ct at all on any other cIa in In':ll'l, ven 
then it would be worth a riou at empt to gauge tb 
x nt to which it i going to t II on he m n ducat d 

in our· college. If th yare a minori y, they wi ld an 
influence immea. urably b yond the extent indica.ted b 
mer numb r. There i , of cour e, a fairly common 
impre ion that it would be po ible in ome wa to 
ecur th continued upport of the ma e in t e work 

of maintaining order and rogre , while the educat d 
men tand a ide. It i ,.0. rather urprising notion. Imagin 
a Hindu joint family, ompo d of men of variou d gree 
and ort of relation hip, who, v n if they do not 
alway 'live U11der the am roof and maintain thems Iv 
out of a common fund , yet pr erve many of the more 
human bond of the family. Imagine two or thr m n 
in thi clo e a sociation of many ingle familie ent 
on of the Engli b-teaching coll ge for education. Th y 
grow up under the admiring eye of the whole group . 
The xamination they po. are the pride of every on 
in the family; to hear them r ad a. book and p II out 
the Engli h of it i d light it elf. It is not likely that 
if th y happen to hold a strong opinion on any matt r 
it will be eo. ily di countenanc d by tho who ha e 
grown up ,vith them in the am household and hav 
1 ok d up to them for the 10. t word on ev ry que tion. 
Tak thi joint family and plant a number of uch famili 
in a compact villag community. The villag community 
ha 10. t much of it old coh ion, but not all. Th 
ancient village ite remain ', old tradition urnve. h r 
ar ten~er m mori and there i the we t round of 
village fe tival. Imagine half a dozen men who have 
emerged from the darkn and ob ourity of the villag , 
and after laboriou ear have ecured that my tical 
thing, a d gree. Very often, it is true, their occupation 
tak them to th city, and the bonds that bind them 
toth villag ar 100 ned. But there are periodical vi it 
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I THE W R 

to pa ,la t look aft r n r ati nom intain, 
matrimonial ffair of th childr n to b rran d, nd 
b 'de th villag w 11 go ip i r bu with h ding 
of th gr t n who hav gon abroad. T k th 
f 'v men out of a ' h of a numb r of famil group 
and village communiti catt red ov r h infini 
plain of India, kni hem togeth r by m n of ingl 
vigorou political organization, and ou g om id a 
h w far and how I ng you may pIa fa t and 10 with 
thi uppo d negligihl minority. 

/ The fir t ff t of th war in r lati n to thl ola 1 

that it ha suppli d good t t : of their , illingn to 
tand by the Empir. But till reall n d not hav 

b n doubt d. There have b n diff r n of opinion 
among them a to the d tail of imm diat poli y, and 
a. to how much or how little hould b done at an 
particular time by the overnment and th p opl 
r pectively. But that any perceptible numb r of them 
would take advantage of a cri i in th Empire to cau 
trouble wa always unthinkabl. The qu tion i oft n 
a. ked wheth r they are loyal. It i a ' omewhat diffioult 
quc tion to an wer. Not that there is anything in th 
fact which mu t be concealed, but it obviou ly turn 
on what i meant by loyalty. IL i conc i abl that in 
certain circum tances m re di obedi nc to an i olat d 

'ecutive order may. be r garded a an act of di loyal y. 
To give a definite an wer, then , mu t be difficult, unle 
we have ome tandard to go by, and perhap Murray's 
Dictionary will give u a go d a tandard a w can 
find. The definition there of loyalty i 'faithful adher-
nce to the. overeign or lawful government. Also, in 

recent u e, nth ia tic reverence for the pe on and 
family of the overeign ' . n the econd of the there 
ha neve b n any que i D. For 'Queen Victoria and 
her suc\) or on the throne the educated class have 
hoWD a reverence a great a that of any other cIa in 

the country, and the recent Delhi Durbar offered striking 
proof of it. n t h fir t, their faithful adherence to the 
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lawful Government i pr<r..red by a simple fact which . 
often forgotten. The majori y of those who constitute 
thi cIa s are either in thE' variou Governmen: mce 
or in the legal prof sion, and the ambitions of the 
majority of the rismg generation, and of th ir fathers 
for them, centre round one or other of these two careers.· 
It is of course true that in the more acute type of unr 
which has prevailed in recent y rs there has been 
noticeable a certain aver ion to ent rmg Government 
service. But this does not affect the main position. I t 
i obviou that Government service cann t, a a rule, be 
a career for those who want to de troy the vernment. 
And the legal profes ion cannot very well be a career for 
those who would destroy the authority which ustain 
the courts, and und r whose auspice much of the codified 
law of the country which the courts administer has grown 
up. It i not merely that the educated cIa eek to 
make a living out of profession so intimately connect d 
with the existing political order, but they take an activ 
interest, which even their wOl'J:lt critic will not deny, in 
every measure meant to render the ervice and the 
courts more efficient and more acceptable to the people 
gene lly, and therefore more enduring. , 

he war then, in the first place, has made more manifest 
than ever the readiness of educated India to keep their 
place in the imperial system at a really trying moment. 
But it has, or will have, another effect, which on the face 
of it may appear to go ' against the fir t, but a a matter 
of fact it doe not. This war will immen ely strengthen 
the spirit of nationalism which ha been growing in the 
COUil1try within recent years. It is a war, above all, for 
vindicatfng the prinoiple of nationality. It ' began in 
the a.ttempt by Austria to outrage the life of Serbia a .. 
a nation-whioh Rus ia would not tolerate. Britain wa 
dragged into it becau e Germany would not respect 

V Belgian nationality. The moral support of the oivilized 
world has gone to the Allie ' cau e because, on incon
te table proof, Germany ha been planning to build an 
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mpire on th wr kag find pend nt nati naliti 
weak r than hers If. abin t mini t rs in England hav 
more than once pointed to th r form f th g graphy 
of Europ~ 11 national lin a a uffi i n romp 
for all th uffering Ilnd orrow. Th qn tion ,vill natur
ally ari , i all this talk of uationali y to b oonfin 
to Europ ? Ha it no application. in the Ea t? And 
this que tion will deriv additional foro from two faot . 
First, Gr a Britain ha a pted and warmly a kno' -
ledged, th rvic of an iati pI , .Japan, in 

indicating th prin ipl f nationality n b half of 
a European people. • condl , Indian tr op ar fight. 
ing on the battl ·fi ld of 'anc b th id of Enr penn 
troop for th am au. IfP-r, then, i th v l'y 
principle which ha b n growing up in ur midst, at 
which ome of u tr m bled other r joiced. and whi h 
a va t number pasced by nnh ding. Now it ha b n 

aled aR a. acr d thing by th blo d of th b t . onR 
of th Empire. 

In attempting to apply th principl of nationality t 
India, the predominant objecti n would b that it could 
have no application in a oountry so full of diver. iti . lt 
will be r m mbered tho, we ar oonfining ours lve in this 

/ paper to the educated clas , and w started on tb a ump
tion that they have a pos ibl influ nc on th masses 
out of all proportion to their numb rs. If the e educated 
men, th n, have develop d a fe ling akin to nationality, 
and if we are right in our tim ate of their influ nce, tb 
likelihood i that it will not be re tricted to them, but, 
ooner or later, in whatever form , will be carried forward 

to the mas e. Twenty-five years ago, comp ent ob· 
ervers on Indian affairs made no di tinction b tw en the 

educated cIa and the ma se , but consid red that the 
growth of nationality in India wa an impo ible thing 
with rega,rd t both alik. I ir John trachey, for ex· 
amp] wrote 1 in 1 : • A native of 'alcutta or Bombay 

1 India, p. 3. 
7 



I 
INDIA ~J) THE WAR 

i as much a forei~ler in Delhi or .Peshawa), a an English
man i a foreigner in RomE' or Paris' . It' a ignificant 
fact that in a recent edition 1 of the book in which this 
paage occurs, an edition revised by the pres (lOt Perma
'nent Under- ecretary of tate for India, a great authority 
on Indian matter , the following note has been added: 

Thi is still substantially accurate as regard the ma s 
of the population, But as regards th ucated cla es, 
a common system of government, the spread of trade 
and commerce, the increa ing habit of travel, and the 
diffusion ef the English language, have of late year done 
much to break down the walls of separation between 
different parts of India. An educated Indian' now at 
home in any of the larger cities, The National Congre s 
holds its annual gatherings, which attract large throngs 
of delegates and vi 'itors, in turn in every part of dia. 
lt is ignificant that the language u ed at these gather
ings is English, the one tongue which make men differing 
in race and language to underotand each other. Th 
ideas also are European. The emergence of a di tinct 
Indian nationality among the educated classe i po
sibly only a matter of time, if existing condition endure. 
Whatever dire~tion its predominant sentiment ' ml1y 
ultimately take, it will owe its origin and inspiration to 
the English language and Engli h political thought .• 

The problem of nationality is ali exceedingly difficult 
problem to di cuss with any degree of preci ion. Nobody 
seems sure when it begins or how it grows or what is 
essential and non-essential in the complex of things which 
make it. But probably Sir Thomas Holderne s is right, 
in the passage quoted above, in putting a common system 
of government first among the causes of Indian nation
ality. ~arious things are necessary, such as language, 
tradition and culture, both to prepare the ground for 
the formatioJ;l of the sentiment and to help it forward 
when it has once been set on foot, but it does look as if 
ome kind of a revolt against a common ystem of govern

ment is the thing that primarily brought it to conscious 
life in many of the European countries which have been 

1 India, fourth edition, 1911, p. 18. 
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th great home of na ·onality. common tern of 
government, in oountri wh r tii on tit,U ion' inor
ganic, create nat ionality 1 s b pIa ing it lf alan ide of 
the people tha,n by creating in them a en e of gri vane 
real or fancied, aga' it elf and timulating th mint 
oppo ition. It matt rs not hether the gri van . w 11 
founded or ill founded. What matt is that it hould 
be hone tly entertained. Government i a thank! job 
even in the fre t and b t governed of countri . I i 
e peciaJly so in a country which is not fre ; and v ry 
kind of ill which ilien suffer is fir t laid to th charge of 
this palpable and ponderable au e. A common f ling of 
grievance would by it elf be impotent unle the ground 
had been prepared befor hand b uch faotors a a com
mon culture or common language, suffioient oommunica
tions, etc. But the unity which these latt~r things h lp 
to make is, as a nue, pas ive and uncon ciou of it 1£ 
until it receive the timuIus of a ense of common inter t 
against the Government. It is strange that such a strong, 
Elpiritual force as nationality, which, has been accounted 
worthy of so much bloodshed, should really tart in ~ 
common sense of mere material intere ts. But so it 
appears. The point was recently summed up by a well
known writer 1 on questions of modern history in thi 
form : 

The nationalities of Europe became con cious of them
selves through a common sen e of injustice, of moral 
and physical and intellectual discomfort-the r suIt of 
sheer bad government. The philologists alone could 
not have created the national sentiments which have 
formed and are transforming the map of Europe, nor 
could the poets, the prophets and the historia~s. They 
gave form and a voice to the sentiment that existed or 
was born; but the sentiment itself was due to the in
stinctive drawing together of the peoples, conscious of 
common interests and aspirations, for mutual support 
againElt systems of government that had become in
tolerable to them. Once set going, the sentiment of 

1 W. Alison Phillips, Edinburgh Review, 1915 (January). 
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nationality becomes an end in it elf; it develops into 
a sort of religion, fierce A.nd xclusiv and intolerant in 
proportion as it is new. 
In India, there are undoubtedly certain large obvious 

contra t among the people, there is al0 a certain back
ground of unity in literature, traditions, culture, and 0 
forth . What has happened to minimize these difference 
and to accentuate the common feat e ? The answer 
i that it is the various unifying influences of British 
rule ; but the unity itself i.s, to a large extent, made 
conscious and kept alive by a certain common feeling of 
dissatisfaction. 

Some one will ask, what is all this discontent about? 
For that we must go back to Queen Vi.ctoria's Procla
mation to the Indian people in 185. There was a great 
mutiny of the troops in India, and enormous damage and 
bloodshed followed. It was rather a military than 
popular movement, but it coincided, trangely enough, in 
poin.t of time, with some of the well-known European 
national movements such as the Italian revolution; ar:.d 
it is conceivable that when Queen Victoria as the head of 
her people gave this solemn charter to the people of India, 
there wa an idea at the back of many minds that it was 
really a charter granting full pos i2iliti of national life 
to India. The document, in the tone and pirit of it, i 
undoubtedly a very large-hearted and generou document. 
, In th ir prosperity will be our strength, in their content
ment our security, and in their gratitude our be t reward.' 
About the ame time as the granting of thi charter were 
found d th principal univer ities of India ; a.nd one of 
the fir t ~ ults of their education b gan to be IP nifest 
exactly twenty-five year after, ju t enough to mark the 
lifetim of a. generatioll, in the founding of the Indian 

Jational ongr s. The re ult of the education wa , • 
broadly, to mak manife t to t,h people the po ibilitie 
implied in Queen Victoria' charter, to awaken the con
ciousne s and energies of an a.ncient people to the goal 

of a nationa.llife. 0 in thi anal i two things "tR.nd out 
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-fir tal ron mpa" t by Ell land with th p pi f 
India granting them a full m a ur of nation 1 lii 
second, partl arising from thi,' and imp 11ed by t,b fore 
of w tern edu ation a gro\"\'.in of nationrujt 
among them. 

Let u com back to tL war. Th Prim Mini t r , 
'peaking on tho war In t ugu t , in on of th gr at t 
p ch ver d liver din th Hot 0 of ommon, aid: 

If I am ask d what it i ear fighting for, I r pi in 
two enten . In th fir t pIa ,to fulfil a so] ron 
international ubligation an obligation which, if it had 
been entered into betw n privat person in tb or
dinary concern of lif , would hav b n r gard d a an 
obligation not only of Ill. Lut of honour which no ]f
respecting man could po' ibly ha r pudiat d. I ay, 
. econdly, we ar fignting to vindi at th prin ipl~ 
which in th e day , wh n for e, mat rial for , om -
time em to be the dominant influ nc and fa,ctor in 
the development of mankind- w ar fighting to vindi
cate the principle that mall nationalitie ar not to b 
crushed, in defianc of int rnational good faith, by th 
arbitrary will of a trong and ov r-ma t ring pow r. 

The qu tion which we put to tb Briti h p 'op] , or 
will put as oon a. thp, pr . ur of thi war is ov r, i 
this: What about your sol run g,gr m nt with us? 
What is going to be your attitude to the qu tion of 
nationality in your own d p nd ncy? 

But we have not got yet to the point of the grievance. 
It turDS on the following pas ag in tb Proclamation of 
1 58: 'And it is our furtb r ill that , so far a may be, 
our ubject of whatever rac or cr d b freely and 
impartially admitted to office in our rvice, tJ:te duti 
of which they may be qualified by th ir ucation, ability, 
and integrity to di cho,rg .' Thi i a. autious and duly 

"guarded tatement, bu t he pirit of it leaves no room 
for doub. In the fir t place, it will b answered that 
the vast numb r of ubordinate offices in the service of 
Governm nt in India are n arly all filled by Indians, that 
therefore they have already a very on iderable hare in it. 
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This would in a s e constitute a good a wer; but i 
i weakened by certain circ'Umstanc which are liable to 
suspicion and mi und r tanding. The salaries attached 
to th e office are such that, as a rule, they will no 
compensate Englishmen for the inconvenience of leaving 
home; the office are so numerous that, e en if you will, 
you cannot get Englishmen to go out in sufficient number. 
to fill them; the dutie involved are m or lass of such 
a laborious character, requiring enormous patience and 
a very intimate knowledge of local minutiae, that they 
will not get done sati. factorily by Engli hmen. So you 
will be met, if you make thi answer, by the obviou 
rejoinder that you are making a virtue of n ce ity. 
Take, ther fore, the superior offices, the places wh re 
m n do things comparatively on their own initiative and 
re pon ibility, and in doing so ieel that they find full 
'cope for their powers. A a matter of fact, it is round 
places of thi kind, in which what is concerned is not so 
much the desire to make a living as the more worthy 
desire of making one's per onality count adequately ill 
the life of one'f; country, that the sentiment of nationality 
naturally enough often centre. Suppose, for the purpo 
of argument, we take offices to which a salary of £ 0 
or more is attaohed a. office which would give thi 
opportunity-and the supposition may not be far wrong
there were in 1910 in all 1,721 such appointments in 
India, and of these Indians held 161.1 Now, roughly, 
there are in India 40,000 English-speaking graduate of 
univer ities. And how come it, in spite of this relatively 
unlimited choice, that there is this very large g p between 
the num1rer of superior offices and the numb r of Indian 
actually holding them? The Indian graduate may be 
a very inferiqr person, but when he has made the tulle t 
use of the best educational facilitie which your adminis
trators have fa hioned and placed at his ervice-and, 
mark you, placed with the set purpo e at the beginning 
of fitting men for this very thing-when at the end of it, 

1 Moral and Material ProgTe88 of India, 1911- 12, p. 66. 
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you tell him with a wa e of th hand, t ou r an inf rior 
person, and your chief fault i our edu ation: h may 

nrdoned for feeling alittl aggri v d. H So to hims lf 
quite naturally, "When I" ignoran I wa di qualifi d 
by my ignoranc : no that am ducated, am . 
qualified b my due tion. 

It i perfe tly tru that if thi in th Qu n ' 
Proclamation, with all it r ration, w r tak n to 
a court of law and ued upon b tw nth Indian graduA>t 
and the Briti h admini trator b fore an ind p nd nt nd 
impartial judg€' , the judg might find con id Tabl diffi
culty in malting up hi mind; but wh n h do ,we f I 
it is mor than lik 1 h will mak it up in favour of th 
Indian. But the point i ,th Que n Pro lamation wa 
an infinitely greater thing than a I gal document. n 
interpreting an agre ment betwe n two p oples in which 
the sensitivene sand prejudic of on and the honour 
and justicfI of the other are 0 intimately bound up, to 
put it at it lowest , it i very un ati factory that ther 
should be all thi wide room for hon t doubt. An xc 1-
lent principle for construing uch an agr ment was laid 
down 180 t year by Pre ident Wil. on in connexion with 
the Panama que tion botwe 11 England and Am. rica: 1 

We consented to the Treaty and iLs language, we 
accepted if we did not originate it, and we are too 
big and powerful and too self-re pecting a nation to _ 
interpret with too strained or refin d a reading of words 
our own promise, ju t because we have power enough 
to give u leave to read them a we plea e. The large 
thing to do is the only thing we can do. 

The essential difference in the two ca es is thairEngland 
and America ar~ two independent and almost equal 
nations, to whom it is open to resort to force of arms to 
make their claims good. urely it need not be urged on 
a people whose sense of honour ha& more than once led 
them in 0 perilous re ponsibilitie , deliberately under-

1 The Times, March 6, 1914. 
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taken, that an obligation to pay a d bt i not weaker, 
but stronger, when your cr ditor i too poor to enforce it. 

It will be noticed tha in the Queen Proclamation 
there is ng reference to elective, r pr entative govern
ment, and that brings u to the big, oft-di puted qu ion , 
I the principle of parliamentary gov rnment uited to 
the gemus of the Indian people? The question i too 
vast and vagu for any cut-and-dried . wer, but now 
that we are on thi subject of nationality, it i worth while 
to remember a few r levant fact. In nei ther of the two 
types of government met with generally in civilized India 
in the past-the central government of the king and th 
I cal government of the village community-was there, 
so far a we may make out, anything really akin to the 
m thod of deciding public matters or choo ing public men 
by counting heads. Almost everywhere the bond wa, 
largely mystical and r sted rather on imagination than 
on calculation. Again, the party sy tem which appearR 

sential to any modern democracy eems to depend for 
its afe working, at any rate in England, where on the 
whole it has RUCC ded be t, on two things among others
(1) the habit of adju tment incidental to a predominantly 
commer ial people, and (2) an attitude of amused, not 
over-serious, rivalry between parties which comes of the 
sporting habit and traditions of the people. Both the 
considerations Il.re to a large extent inapplicable in India. 
It mu t al 0 be remembered that the ca te system, which 
o far has hown but little ign of giving way before 

we tern civilization, mak the constitution of our society 
anything but democratic. The ca te sy tem mayor may 
not b a~ unmix d evil, but it i difficult to imagine that 
a political con titution could work which is ssentially 
oppo ed to the general structure, of society. 

Ther is no ·intention here to ugge t that if once the 
Indian people make up their mind to i and bend their 
thought and nergie to bringing about such circum
stanc s a will make election and party government and 
univ rRal suffrage po sible, they may no uccccd, and 
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on the whole, with r markabl u . Th y a peopl 
who in the pa t bull up a gr t ivilization, and they are 
finding th ir youth gain, and a. t k like thi may not be 
beyond them. But it cannot too oft n b born in mind 
that political 1 titution, in v ry country wh r th 
have grown up, ar cLara. ri tic produ t of nationa.l 
habit and circumstanc , nd h adopti n of a for ign 
political formula may nec 'tat al 0 f r it u c sful 
working the a option of for ign habit and ir urn tanc . 
The one without the other e ms imp , 'bl . If, th r for , 
we decide to borrow all thi , it may b k if w h 11 
ever make of our ountry anything mor than a s l't of 
econd-rat Europ an nation. And tlli woul go against 

the senc of the princi pi of nationality. ~ or that 
principle, however ' elfish ma b it 'o~gin in any parti
cular country, becom worthy of the travail of a whol 
world only becau e of th a sumption that ach nation 
has something distinctiv to give to the world, whi 11 
no oth r nation can give. uppo e we in India proc d 
to de troy the distinctive and s ential base of our life, 
which are our , and set about to produce thing which 
could be had in up rior and more abundant form 01 -
where, 801' we doing our duty by the world? If the 
doctrine of nationality wer unly thi , that tb wealthy in 
each nation should be made more wealthy and th l' 
hould be a general increa e of wealth in the country, Imd 

the learned should be made more learned, and th com
fortable more comfortable, it is hard to believe it would 
be worth a single drop of honest blood. The ba ic id a 
of nationality i , or ought to be, giving and contribution, 
not getting and appropriation. It is presumably al 0 tb 
ground on which political econonli l base theirOdoctrine 
of international trad . To put it roughly, if country A 
and country B ha e about qual facilities for producillg 
t he sam commodity, but B has better facilitie for 
producing another commodity useful to the world, it i 
worth her while to turn to thi rather than the fir t . 

So far we have been peaking of t he national movement 
15 
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a. it will be trengthenbd by hi war into a. movement. of 
revolt. But it hao another "ide, more 'ml'ort nt and 0 

more immediate urgency, nd tha is it constructi e id . 
It i a much more plea ant ta k 0 turn to thi . ~ war 
will increa the intere t which hal alread b en growing 

I in recent year in the condition of th m . , who ~orm 
eventy per cent. of India' imm n popul tion. Thi 

I it will do in two way . We cannot very w 11 continu 
\ to applaud the ju tice and heroi. m of a war undertaken 

for the pre ervation of oppre ed nationalities h n va t 
ma e of men lie at our v ry door in a wor. e condition, 
which only lacks the romance of war. uch a.n effect i 
noticeable, perhaps, here in England, in a gr ater awaken
ing of conscience on the slum problem. The am eff at 
will al 0 b reached in another way. If this war drive u 
to a keener sense of nationality, it will be obvious th t we 
cannot get on very far as a nation when all but a third of 
our people are still almo t ntirely ab orbed in the 10 er 
, truggle for bare physical existenc . Thi would be a 
ground of expediency as the fir t would be one of chivalry . 

n both grounds let us a ume that the educated cIa 
in India ar going now to d vote much gr ater attention 
than before to the question of the ma es. What doe thi 
amount to? 

In the fir t place, it mu t trengthen the belief in the 
n cessity for maintaining ord rand s curity in the.country, 
b cause the condition of th ma e, quite demonstrably, 

/ i ' ab olutely hopele s without a fair mea ure of security, 
The thr e commonly r cognized problem now are eco
nomic r generation, education, and sanitation--corre
ponding to the triple infirmity of h ryot, indebtoo,nes , 

ignorance, and malatia. The olution offel'ed fox the fir t 
i the formation of Co-op .rative edit oci ties, It i 
lear that mol}. cannot be got to mix their v ral credits 

when that ecurity is lacking which i th ba is of each 
individual credit. As for primary education, the agri

ultmi t, living a a rule from hand to mouth, cannot b 
p cted to induJg the luxury of f eding the minds of his 
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children when th littl plo fInd with '\ hi h h 
tIIM mouth . not a ur to him. An th Ia t , anita.
tion, i impo ibl without duoa.tion, and th am 
con id ration ther for apply. Th ar v r 'mpl 
and e] m ntar fact ; and if w of thi g n ration 
eonvin d that W oannot g t far a b ad on th road to 
nationali y un] t h million ar t o om t nt lift d, 
then it eems cl ar obligation 0 ubmi to, h t r 
humiliations and aerific ma , b 11 ar for th pur
po e. Th ill of this g n rati n i but a hor pan, bu 
the cottntry must live on for vel' , and th humiliati n 
and th acrifice will not b too great a pric to pa., if 
tho e who com aft r u may enter upon a goodly h ritag . 
The call that ome to us in India to-day i th~ call of 

dull , drab her01 m- ther for , in a en , a mor diffi ult 
heroi m. If to l' alize thi i om duty, it i th duty of 
t ho e re ponsible for t h governm nt of lih country to 
, ee that that cro i not made a whit h avi r than 
it need be. There hould be no unnec ary galling and 
hurting, no ilouri hing of the cro . Th alvation of 
India mu t ultimately come, not from he rna e , nor 
even from the Government, but from t h du at i 
las es. It i ther fore wrong policy to ang l' th m. 

The ta k i so great and the labomer ar so few that 
every man of them driven to de8pail' i v rily an a t 
10 t . 

In the eeond place, an increa ed en e of th 0 ial need 
will make an increa ed demand on th ancient piritual 
l' ource of the people. The mere bi ne s of the task of 
elevating two hundred millions of m n , the ignoranc , 
apathy, and often the po itive re i tance of the men them
selves, the ab nce of an effective public opinion which 
,vill sustain the worker when individual trength fail , th 
poverty of financial H' ources, the hadow of su picion 
which in reo nt years ha gathered abont us a a cIa ,
all th e will, it eem , throw the pioneer of thi and 
coming generations more and more upon tho high l' 
Duree of tr ngth which their father knew so well . 

17 
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And who can tell what mAy be the consequences when 
a religious y tem f hioned by rare thought and lonely 
meditation i brought in contact with hard, practical 
difficultie in the everyday affair of common life! Mr. 
Gokhale is a ca e in point. To u of the younger genera
tion, it is a regret, deep and poignant, that we shall mi 
the living inspiration of that elfless and toiling figur , 
walking in and out among hi countrymen whom he loved, 
with his eye set on the far futur an hi hands vel' 
busy plying the thing of the pre ent. The nation that 
produced Gokhale may yet produce oth r like him, and 
while we mourn, we ne d not cae to hop. Mr. Gokhale 
in religious matter wa perhap in a en an agno tic, 
but he wa nevertheless d ply spiritual. Th ervant 
of India ociety which he founded i e entially a body 
of monks devoted to s cial work ; and oft n a phra. e that 
u ed to be on Mr. Gokhal ' lip wa that he meant by 
his ociety ' to spiritualize public life in India ' . The 
writer remembers hearing a member of this ociety, one 
of the most re p cted public men in outh India, addr 
a meeting of students in Madra , and he told them ho 
again and again in the depre ion and discouragement 
of hi work, he f 11 back on the Bhagavad Oita and found 
in the utterance of th Lord that inspiration which h ' 
own' strength fail d to give him. 1\noth rand perhap 
a more striking in tance i Mr. Gandhi, who led the 
pa iv l' si tanc movement in outh Ml'ica. He is 
a more pronounced a cetic than Mr. Gokhale, but the 
type i the same. 

Look d at from thi point of view, h war is lik ly t 
react in an important way upon India, We in India have 
'eldom looked upon 'W , tern civilization a anything but 
a ingle whole. Th r latively minute differ nCE:' between 
ne country apd another do not so~ehow come home to u , 

and the apparent collap of this fl~vilization implied in 
the war mu t wake up many minds, of which mol' will be 
heard when the war i over, ~o it probabl caus . It is 
likely that the explanation which will commend it elf will 
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proceed om \ hat al ng th lin ugg t.ed by th Billh P 
of Oxford in a re ent addJ: ~ . 1 

it not th ha whal ,. a 
no bing I than br kdown in a rt.ain id 
hope f civilization, ,hich wa 0 iat 
liberal and mdu trial mo em nt f the las 
'rhere wa 0 b an in vitabl and gloriou pr 
humanit of which ci n , omm r ,and ucati n 
, ere to b th main instrument , and whi h "\ all to 
crowned with a uni al p ce. ... 

I do not know what evil w might find arising from a 
world of materiali tic democraei . But I am ure that 
w hall not bani h th evil piri which d roy human 
liv and nations and ivilizations by any m re ohang 
in th method uf gov rnment. Nothing can a 
civilization e cept, a n w spirit in t he nat,ion . 

W in India t 0 , P iall during th Pa ad or 
two, hav nd a oured trenuously to f und th iviliza
tion of a n wer da on eduoation and commere . In th 
upp r tra a, th cry i high r education and indu strial 
d velopmen ; in th lower trata, it is economi r g<'n ra
tion and ma education . P rhap it i not yet t, ]at 
to take warning. 

T urn up, the argument of thi Paper i bri i1 thi : 
Th off ct f the war will f01' the present b onfined to 
the dueat d ola who e importance, how v r, i not to 
be mea ured by th ir number. It has shown th m to b 
a loyal bod willing to co-op rat with rnm n . 
At the ame time it wiU trengthen the spirit of nationu.lism 
among them. The primary cau e of the ho tile I m nt 
in Indian nationalism i the extent to which Indian ar 
hut out of the higher office ; to remedy this is the immedi-
at nec itly. In th meantime the qu tion of elective 
governm nt and the ext nt of its po sible application 
must b car fully weighed and thought out efor any 
large committal i ' made. On the p sitive sid, national
ism Will be prompted un er the influene of the war to 
d vo e i elf more than before to the condition of th 

1 TIle War and tM Church. 
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masses; his added sen~e of .ocial nee& will tr ngthe 
the d ire for eurity and p ace, it will a 0 lead to 
a deeper cultivation of tbE' ~nc;ent AlJirituality of the race. 

If these consideration are at all valid, it ma.y be added 
that there is nothing in them t,o alarm or to alienate either 
people. There i. much to give hope and confklen e to 
both . There have been thing;; in the pa;;t to hurt and 
wound. They need not hay been. But it ReernA we 
have decided to forget the thingti of the pa t. In the face 
of the unspeakable tragedy which i" enacted before our 
eyes , in which men of many nationR ale mingling their 
blood for a common eau e. we ca n affoJ'n to IX: our eyes 
away from the pa. t aCrOKI' t hi;; \'ale of t car;; , ("In I h love 
and hope and abiding pea ('t; of the future. There was n 
black and brown and whit e in the hlood which flowed from 
Calvary. Nor iK there in t,he warm . precious , human 
blood which flows over the bat t1e-fieJdK of EUl'ope. All 
of it. is red alike, and every drop of ii , " 'ithollt di.~ i.inc' ion 
of raco, botokon;; the Roh of a broken mothor-bee,n. 
Therefore, while thi,' great, elemental Rtruggle i" drivi'J g 
11 R back to a ROn. e of eternal value. , let ll , put back-all 
of us, both those who won and tho, e who loE't. , thof:e who 
laughed and thoi'io who \"opt- let us put back I hE' thing~ 
t.hat, di.vide and hold fA t to 111(' thi.ng;; thel t hinrl. 
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