
this chapter will be found some deta.ils of individua.l 
I embezzlements,' a.s the phrase of that day expressed it. 
These will indicate the settle on .vhich nearly every 
Briton in India enriched himself. Modern England ha.s 
been made great by Indian wealth, wealth never proffered 
by its possessor, but alwayR taken by the might and 
skill of the stronger. '1'he difference between the 
eighteenth and the twentieth centuries is simply that the 
amount received now is immensely larger, is obtained 
, according to law'; British money is seen to be invested, 
British goods are purchased-and payment must be made 
for whatever one buys. FurthE-r,' services are rendered': 
these must be paid for. 

'Could you not find the service in India itself, from 
among the Indi~1n people'! ' 

, We have never really tried, and do not intend to try.' 

Apparently, everything is straightforward. But India 
has never said she wants th0se things. Indeed, her 
opinion on the matter, even though she pays, is the last 
consideration to be regarded, and no one troubles to 
regard it. 

Hcrc and here has India helped us, 
What have we for India done? 

Later pages will show how much of good has come to 
Indtn. frotP. the British connection; likewise, how much 
of evil. But, once {or all, with the result writ so large 
and writ so indelibly before our eyes, let us cast away the 
now out-of-date morality which taught that ill-gotten 
wealth cannot bring blessing or prosperity with it. 
Oonsidering what England, owing to her appropti~tion 
of Indian moneys, counted for amongst the nations of 
the 'World during the .wb01e of the nineteenth century i . ." 
there ea.n no longer be any dQubt tha.t "out of evil good 
oometh,' nor l perha.ps. of the sequel, 'Do iII that gpod 
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ma,y · come.' With some of the mon:ey thus obtained 
England struck down the ancient industries of India, 
and, during a who~ century, has done naught that is 
worthy to constitute India a land of varied industries. 

These be hard and cruel words for an Englishman to 
write. Written, however, they must be so as to help to 
an understanding of the 'wrong which has thus been done 
to India-and, in a deeper sense, to England. With 
understanding may come a redeeming of the wrong . 
may, more likely, may not. 

England's conquest by trade being complete, India 
lying at the feet of her conqueror,· the time had come for 
a. further step. How was this llew (yet ancient) country, 
its brow wrinkled with the learning of the ages, its people 
steeped in spirituality, its morals equa,l, if not superior, to 
those .. ~ the West, to be ruled ? Were its peoples to 
become British citizens or British helots? There was 
not much delay in corning to a conclusion. Peoples who 
had allowed themselves so easily to be robbed, who, in 
the astute intellect of a Nuncomar could be outwitted by 
the subtler mind of a Hastings-what was there for such 
a people but subjection? 

II. CONQ1JEST BY DELIBERATE ::;UBJECTlON: 

India-not for India, first, and then for England, but 
India-for h"hgland, first and last. 

17tl3-1833. 

W~th the advent of Lord COIVwallis asGp'vemor
General of India in 1786, were exhibited the iirst real 
glimmerings of a conscience as to the principles on which 
the newly-acquired territories were to be ruled. Philip 
Frq.ntis, it is true, had revealed some facts, but he was 
unpOpular, and therefore his view; were ignored. It was 
open to us to associate ~e pe!ople of Indill with US in· the 
a.dministration 'of Indian Lloffairs . Recognising hO.w' mp-ch 
they knew and how little we knew of the cOmPl~ti~ ()f 



rule in their own land. such a conrse seemed the com
monest of common sense. Time h8.S proved tha.tthe 
adoption of such a course would have been the noblest, 
as it would have been the most profitable, line of policy 
which could have been adopted. 'Through ;some strange 
psychological change in the mind of the inhabitants of 
India, or by the working out of some spiritual force,t the 
time had arrived when a foreigner's domination became 
~cept~ble,nay. more, seemed as if it w~re desired in fact 
if not III words. Strange to relate, thlS was as true of 
the martial races as of the peaceful peoples. Hindu and 
Muslim, Bengali, Madrassi,' Maratha, Sikh-they aJl 
for a time resisted the foreign domination, they fought 
fiercely, but, having been beaten, they all accepted defea.t, 
and contentedly acquiesced in the rule of the alien over
Jord. History records in its annals no greater marvel of 
one race overmastering another in all matters alike of 
mind and body. The leaders of British thought in those 
distant days may be partly forgiven in that they did not 
discern the possibilities of the future. 'Put the people 
of India in a position of equnJity with us?' they asked; 
'that wouldilever do. 1f we let them co-operate with 
us, if we give them the same facilities to acquire know
ledge and experience as we possess, as they gain such 
knowledge and experience they will use it to get rid of us.' 

So it has not been. Never hl1s there been a national 
revolt in India against British ~le. Never. I think, will 
there be. There was, in 1857, a mutiny of mercenaries. 
Ne~r halli there been an uprising of the people. Nor, 
had another course been adopted than that .. which 
unhappily was taken with the soldiers, and had not our 

.:'. Mr. Meredith Townsend (, Asia and Europe,' Archibald Constable). in pis chapter, I Will England Retain India?' calls it a lack of tpe }low,,'/! 
'of accumulating thoaght.' .J;[e cla.ims that the Frenoh ethnolo~, ~i 
OOUllt de Goblnean. has explilned and justified this "lew in detAil. ~ 
subject merits aepa.ra.te treatment, ~llt I Ilfay Bi1.;V here the pbrase does. ~': 
seem to me to a.deq\$t.ely describe, or even apptoxima.tely, ~t ' someth!D8 ' , 
which. U'1 thIs aoge; tll~S made$i,n ~usl\Dd ludil"'lS quietly. ace&pt the 
domin,aotiOft of Q:le Englishnuu:l. -
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bs.d fa.ith • with the Feudatory States been so manifest, 
would ·there have been even a revolt of the troops. 
England, when she .obtained supremacy in India, had a. 
golden opportunity to enrich India whilst bringing 
prosperity to herself. She threw it away. Delibera.tely, 
she threw it away. There were not wanting, even then, 
wise men in plenty to show the truer way. Nevertheless, 
the wrong course was taken. Not colleagues, but sub
ordinates; not, in their own land, rulers and chiefs, wittt 
reasonable ambition satisfied and a scope for natural a~d 
national energies provided-not these things for Indians. 
For them, of every caste and creed, the doom was fixed; 
they at home, among their fellows, were to become 
I hewers of wood and drawers of water,' with such 
employment in governmental st,rvice as would not be 
worth the acceptance of any EnglIshman, however poor. 
The decision was fateful, alike for India ano for England. 
It was consciously taken. It has been accepted by the 
under dog in the struggle; it has only been varied 
infinitesimally by the dog on top, accordingly as to 
whether he found himself in a good humour or not. 

Nowhere, perhaps, has the policy of keeping the 
Indians under found such plain-spoken arnd emphatic 
demonstration as in au official document written by a 
favoured Madras civilian, Mr. 'William Thackeray. At 
the time when Lord William Bentinck was Governor 
of Madras-August, 18~3, to September, 1807-Mr. 
Thackeray was a member of the Board of Revenue in 
that Presidency: that Board is a survival, an, atropltied 
survival, to the present day. The. great fight as to 
whether peasant farmers, with the Government revenue 
periodically fixed, should be settled on the land, pr 
whether landed proprietors and the permanent settle
men,ta:;uch as Lord Cornwallis had established in Bengal, 
should be adopted, was the subject of conside:r:ation. 
The Governor was a sprong- advocate for the pea.sant 
farmer; the Revenue Board member was even stronger 
,on the same side. In the course of many inquirie~. and 
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in the voluminous discussions carried on in the favourite 
Indian form of ~laborate Minutes, each enough to fill, 
a 200-page octavo volume, the fou.ndation principles of 
Indian subordination and British supremacy were laid 
down most absolutely. Never, perhaps, has the arrogance 
and cruelty of alien rulers towards their subjects been 
more nakedly and cynically announced. That which was 
essential for English greatness in its home la.nd, and for 
every othf'jr people in their respective home lands, wa.s to 
be withhold, deliberately withheld, from the Indian 
people in their own country. Without circumlecution 
and with a cynicism which belies the profession expressed 
at the same time that the happiness of the people was 
the sole object of the now conquerors,' the I:lubjection of 
many scores of milliollfl of people for at least a century 
and may be for cvel'-(this 'world is to the strong and not 
to the amiahle, to the hrutal and not to the saintly)-was 
unconcernedly set forth in clear terms. The paragraphs 
in Mr. Thackeray's report which are the very negation of 
the charters in which nearly every civilised people find 
their rights enshrined, the paragraphs which have 
rendered futile ActH of Parliament subsequently passed, 

, and even have made of none effect the Queen-Empress's 
Proclamation of 1858, deserve quotation ill full. The 
argument is too interesting to be summarised, has been 
too fruitful in its baneful consequences not to be recalled 
and enshrined in twentieth-ccMury literature, verbati'm et 
literatim. 

+.iter .argumg m vigorous terms against a landlord 
settlement-' one fat rajah supposes fifty·two ryots' <2 

(peasant iarmers)--':"Mr. rrhackeray remarks :- . 
• Ml·. Thackeray, although knowing the principle of land ta.xa.t:ion 

depended wholly upon produce being IlCtually forthcoming, did not hesita.te 
to put the following cynical-and in practice cruelly hnTsh-djc~um on 
record :-. It may be sa.id the revenue will not be secure under'!,notw&r 
~ettlement; however. H tlte ryotl are put on Buch a footing that tJteiT La~lb 
are 8a~eable. anti that they oug~ to pay whether tll£Y C'tlltivate 01' 'lID, .tM 
rcvt'n'ue fl,m be ,Jte¢ur~.' ' ' 
. 0 1.&ter'in.U;e$~ pa,gell it will be Slen what one'Seoretary of Strde,one 
CouDtlllloT" ODe Oivilian or Military Pensioner, presupposes in the way ¢ 
ryotB' reVlIDnes, 
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'This qualit.y of condition, in respeot to wealth In land I this 

general distribution of the soU among t\ yeomanry, t.h$X'etore, if it be 
not most adapted to sgricultural improvement, is best ada.pted \0 
attain · improvement, in fihe state of property, manners, and institu· 
tions, which prevail in India.; a.nd it will be found still more a.da.pted 
to the situation of the country, governed by a few sbrangers, where 
pride, high ideas, and ~bitious thollghts must be stilled."" It is very. 
proper that in England, a good share of the produce of the earth 
should be appropriated to support certain families in afi1uence, to 
produce senators, sa.ges, and heroes for t.he service a.nd defenoe of the 
state, or, in other words, that greo.t ·po.rt of the rent should go to an 
opulent nobility and gentry, who a.re to serve their country in Pa.rna.. 
ment, in the army and navy, in the departments of science a.nd 
liberal ~rofe8sionB. The leisure, independence, and high ideas, which 
the enjoyment of this rent affords, has enabled them to raise Britain 
to the pinnacle of glory. Long may they enjoy it ;-but in India, 
that. hstughty spirit, independence, and deep thought. which the 
possession of great wcalth BometirocA giveR. ought to be Buppressed~ 
They are directly adverse t.o our power and interest. The nature of 
things, the past experience of all governments, renders it unnecessary 
to enlarge on this subject. ""'We do not wanb generals, statesmen, and 
legislators; we want industrious husbandmen.""- If we wanted rank, 
restless, and ambitious spiritR, t.here are enough of them in Malabar 
to supply the whole peninsula; but these people are at least an 
encumbrance, if nothing worsc; tiley can never do good, and, o.t all 
events, consume a good deal without rendering lUIy equivalent set'Viee 
to the public. We must, therefore, avoid the erell-tion of lDore; though 
we submit to the necessity of supporting those who now are. ,.01 

'Considered politically. therefore, the general distribution ct ls.nd,l 
among a number of small proprietors, who cannot easily combine 
against Government, is an object of importanee. The power and 
pa.tronage, and receipt of the sirear rent. will always render zemindars 
formidable, but more or less se, according to the militllory strength 
n.ud reputation of the Goyernment. It is difficult to foresee what 
ma,Y hlj,ppen in the course of a few years; and it is our interest to reo 
tain in our own hands aH much power and influence 11.8 iii~consi~nt 
with the preservation of the rights of the people. By reta.iniug the 
e.dministration of the revenues in our own lto.nds, we mmntEilil our 
communication and immedil\te connection with the people Il.t large. 
We keep in our own hands the Illeans of obtaining information, the 
knowledge on which alone the resources of the country can be drAwn 
out.; the policy administered with effect; and perhaps tall body of 
the Pl.""Jtietora secured in their possessions. ' 

.... Our first object is to govern India. i and then to gQvezv i~ 'Wen ~ 
and in these provinces it wo1J.ld se~m that both these oQb~lI, II. 

stM?~ government and the sec~rity of private rights,! w~i:i1d . be 
attained by such a settlement as I ha.ve proposed.' ; 

PlI. 990-1/91, Appdx .• Fifth!tepott,'gel. Com. Eo I. 00 .• UI12. 



INDIAlN$ OUGHT TO BE SUtT!tE$SED'(l, 

It is 'Very proper that, in En:gta.nd, a good sha.re of 
the produce of the earth should be appropriated to 
support certain fa.milies in affluence, .to produce senatorsj . 
sages, and heroes for the service and·· defence of the 
State.'. 

And, in India? Are not Indians human beings? It 
ma.y be, in the opinion of some, a contemptible few, that 
they are human beings; according to Mr. Thackeray if 
they are human beings they are of quite another order 
than ourselves, ranking distinctly below tha.t order of 
human beings of which British folk are members. 

' ... ;-but, in India, that: haughty spirit, indepen
dence, and deep thought, which the possession of great 
wealth sometimes gives, 

OUGHT TO BE SUPPRESSED. 

'We do not want generals, statesmen, and legislators; 
we want industrious husbandmen.' 

Clearly, an Indian hath not eyes, hath not hands, organs, 
dimensions, senses, affections, passions, is not fed with 
the same food, hurt with the same weapons, subject to 
the same diseases, healed by the same means, warmed 
and cooled by the same summer and winter, as hath and 
as is an Englishman. If we prick Indians they do not 
bleed-at least, they do not bleed as do Europeans; their 
suffering from famine, fever, ~nd pestilence is not like 
the suffering of others: they are occupants of a' human 
catta:l iann',' placed in that position after careful thought 
and consideration, alJ.d-kept there. 

Mr. Thackeray was without excuse. Lord William 
Bentinck, who of set purpose selected Mr. Thackeray as 
his mouthpiece,. they , holding ideas in common, is even 
more without excuse. 'Tis not as if they considered~ the 
peGple of India. were inca.pable of reaching great ~ntel
lectuM heights" of 4evelT.>pin~ and exhibiting noble 
character. In this aa.me rep~t Mr. Thackeray says;- . 
'It wo~d be,impertil1entto show that the people of hot. 
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countries have been conquerors, sages, and statesmen.' I 

If it be impertinent to rem.a.rk upon so self-evident a. fa.ct, 
what word is adeql.\,ate with which to describe the ca.re
fully arranged shutting of the door leading to advance
ment upon an admittedly oapable people? Once it waS 
closed it was seourely locked and barred. A small 
postern gate has been constructed through which a few 
Indians have heen permitted to pass to certain positions 
of honour and emolument. But the great door is still 
closed-an impassable barrier. 'No Indians need apply.' 

What Mr. Thackeray urged, nearly every Viceroy, every 
Governor, every Lieutenant-Governor, every Chief-Com-

, P\ll'thcr observatinu~ in the same pflper show that Mr. Thackeray coold 
discern good characteristics in the Indian people. He wroLe ;-' The geuerllol 
distribution of 11ll1d IImong a great number of small proprietors will also can· 
tribute to the goneral happiuesq of the lleoplc. I say hn,ppiness, because it is 
our duty to consider the happiness of the mild, industriouH, race, which Provi· 
dence has placed unuer the British Government.. before revenue or a.ny other 
objects. The domestic happincs<; , independence, and pleMure of 8, country 
life, which the diRtribution of landed property alone co.n confer on the 
multitude, IlUl.kes thl<; fllr superior to any system. .It llin.y be consiuered lion 
Utopia by some; however, I think th,\t Government can, and ought, to 
extend this happy system to the provinces. The people of this country are 
peculiarly adapted to thrive as small proprietorH. AU their customs, 
opinionA, and virtues are suited to this sort of life, and adapted io make 
them succeed in it No people are {onuer 01 a house, ground, Rnd plaoe of 
their own, of t.heir families, of fame a.mong thoir oquals, of their hereditary 
oocopations, Imd of the profession of agriculture, tho.n the Hindus. Had 
thoy a ficld for the display of the industry which these feelings would excite, 
ihis great country would hav(/ 0. nifIcreot o.ppearance. Tho ryots are 
la.borious. and, in Borne ref'1?"ct~, pnr8imon:ious, inherit their skill and 
at.tachment to husbandry. We sometimes, especially those among us who 
know least of them, Affect n contempt for the natives; th~f are '\hdeed 
objeots of pity. if our contempt for their eho.ra.cter suggests ideas of 
arbitro.ry government: but, consi<lered as husl>andmcn. who hG78 under· 
sWod o.ud cllrried to perfection that primeva.l business of man (the cultiva.
tion 01 the el1rih) for thousands of years, they Ilre very respectable. A few 
oenturies ago the peasantry of England, and eVen now, the pel\liantry in 
many parts of Europe, are considered as iaferior beings by t.heir proud 
maa~& the great landholders the (zemindars), who urged their idleness, 
ignorance, a.nd brutality, as a reason for keeping them in vassalage. Some 
grelU philosophers have affected to stc'xibute to them indolenoe. not w be 
excited by any inducement; 'i! ant of. mental snd bodily strength, which 
fitlf.ld them only for slavery to th'l people of hot ollmes.'-P. 991 • .A.ppd%. 
Filth Rapt. Sel. Com. E. 1. Co., 1812. 
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missioner, a.ided by their respeotive suhordina.tes. has 
consolida,ted into concrete foots. In so doing they ha.ve 
brought India to its present. condi.,tion-so far as its 
native inhabitants are concerned-of nationa,l, mental, 
and social, degradation. An Act of Parliament with 
sonorous words as to equal trea.tment, words of Ma.gna 
Charta. strength, are so much waste paper in the presence 
of the gospel which Thackeray preached in 1807, and 
which James Mill, unashamedly, reiterated in 1831. It 
almost passes credence that one with the intellectual a,nd 
political advantages posE-essed by James Mill should, 
apparently after due consideration, have urged the 
keeping of the Indian people in a condition of subjection, 
and even to argue that they would be the better for such 
fmbjection. He did this, however, and did it, too, with 
an effrontery which, in these days of smooth phrases and 
periphrastic disguises, appears brutal. The majority of 
Anglo-Indians and Britons, who take any interest in 
India, still think as James Mill thought and spoke. The 
difference is that Mill was frank; the others are disin
genuous. He said exactly what he meant; they are 
past masters in the use of language which deceives. On 
the 25th of August, 1831, this happened before a House 
of Commons Committee I-James Mill, of the India. 
House, under examination ;-

'4193. 'Vould not a considerable [L~antl1ge accrue to the natives of 
India by the introduotion of a system whereby na.tives and not 
Europeans IJ?igllt be largely employed in the collection or revenue? 
-Ttre greltot advantage I should contemplate w()uld be the cheapness. 
If the payments of the ;.yotR were accurately defined, and there wero 
an administration of justice sufficiently perfect to afford redress to the 
ryot for every grievance, you might then employ, without danger, the 
g:' 'li;eflt rogues in the world in collecting the revenue . 

• 4194. Would not the .people of India derive very considerable 
benefit from the natives, being employed ill the collection of reyanue. 

t The Houses of FIlJ:lilLlllent seVlllnty years ago were not so much afraid 
of work in the months of August and Se~ember as they now appear to be. 
This importllnt inquiry into Indill.11 affairs was oarried on through those 
months. . 
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where Europeans are at present employed \I-An opinion is very 
generally entertained, but whioh I confess I do not partioipate, that 
it would be good for the natives of India to be more largely employed 
in the business of gover.lment than they are now. It appears to me 
that the great ooncern of the people of India is, that the business of 
government should be well and cheaply performed, but that it is of 
,little or no oonsequenoe to t.hem who are the people who perform it. 
The idea generally entertained is that you would elevate the people of 
India by giving them a greater share in their own government; but I 
think that to encourage My people in a train of believing that the 
grand source of elevation is ill being an employr of Government is 
anything but desirable. The right thing. in my opinion, is to teach 
people to look for their elevation to tl](\ir own resources, their 
industry, and economy. Let the means of accumulation be afforiled 
to our Indian Bubjects; let them grow rioh as cultivators, merchants, 
mp.nufn.eturers, and not accustom themselves to look for wealth and 
dignity to fiuccessful intriguing for places under Government; the 
benefit from which, whatever it may be, can never extend beyond 
a very insignificant portion of the whole population. 

'4195. Do ;you not conceive that the cxclusion"of the natives from 
the higher brancheK of the revenue employment iii luokcd upon by 
them, and iH, in point of fact, a stigma upon them ?-I do not believe 
thfLt they look upon it in that light. 

'4196, Do you know any country in which it would not be so 
considered ?-I should point to India aR a country in which it is not 
so considered.' 

'4197. SuppoRing, for example, Englishmen alone were employed 
in the higher bmllrhes of employment in Ireland, do yon not oonceive 
that the IriAh would consider it a stigma upon thcm ?-I consider 
that the feeling of degradation. from being governed by foreigners, is 1\ 

feeling altogether European. I believe it has little or no existence in 
any part of ARia. 

• 4198. Do you not think t}f,Lb by tlle greater employmen~ of the 
natives of India in the higher branches of employment the chatacter 
of the nativcs would be ameliorated ?-I should think that such 
employment would have little effect in that way. TLe thing of 
inlportance in order to elevate the charaqter of any people is to 
protect them. Elevation iA the natural state of a man who has 
nothing to fear, and the best riches are the effects of a man's own 
industry: effects which never fail when the protection is good. 

'4199. Have you ever been in India ?-I have not . 
• 4~oq. And you can only speak from what you have read and 

heard \I-Yes. 
'4201. Are you aware that petitioT1s have been sent home by the 

natives of India, most numero1...sly and respectably signed, complaining 
in the strongest terms of their exclusion from the civil, judioie.1, and 
!inBollciai, departments of government ?-I am perfectly aWare of such 
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petitions having been sent home, but I IW;Il fa.r from IIlIpposing tha.t 
these petitions speak the generalla.ngl1a.ge of the country. . 

'4202. What reason ha.ve you to think 80·1-1 ca.n oilly speak 
genera.liy, beca.use my reason is an inference kom all I know, trom all 
I ho,ve heard, and from all I ha.ve rea.d, about the people. 

'4203. Is the correspondence you have read native correspond. 
ence ?-Not native correspondence. 

• 4204. Do you allude to the correspondencc of the Company'·s 
servants in India. exclusively?-Not exclusively. 

• 4205. You have not Been a.nything stated by the natives them· 
selves upon that subject ?-N ot anything written by themselves upon 
that subject. 

• 4206. Arc the petitions that havc been referred to from the 
Presidencies or from the provinces ?-FrOlll the Presidencies, I 
believe, exclusively . 

• 4207. Do you conceive that it is possible for any person to form 
an adequate judgment of the character of a people without being 
personally acquainted with them ?-If the question refers to myself, 
I am far from pretending to t\ perfect knowledge of the chara.cter of 
the Indian peoplc.' 

It remains to the credit of the British race that, even 
during the days of darkness in India when such views 
were promulgated, men of light and leading protested 
against the iniquitousness as well as the folly and short
sightedness of such a mode of ruling India. Two witnesses 
may suffice-a Madras civilian [at the time Mr. Thackeray 
wrote what, for the credit of the British name had better 
never have been written, and which everyone has striven 
to ignore so far as the words themselves are concerned], 
afterwards Governor of the .. Presidency, Sir Thomas 
MUDro; and the second Protestant Bishop of India, 
Reginald Heber. Several citations from the former's 

J . 

writings are necessary: what he wrote early in the last 
century is in this century fulfilled prophecy. I have 
taken much; I have left untouched ten times as much, 
equally good. All of ill that he predi~ted has come to 
pass, while the burning injustice of it all thrills one now 
as it must have thrilled the noble-minded writei- twice 
forty years ago. 

, When we have determined the principles, the· next. question i.&. by 
wha.t &gen(l~' it is to be ma.naged? There CIlJI be 110 dou~t tha.t Wi 
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ought, as fa.r as practicable, to be native, Juster views have of late 
yea.rs be,en taken of this subject, and the employment of the natives 
on higher sala.ries and in more important officell have been authorised. 
There is true economy in this course, for by it they will have better 
servants and their affairs will be better conducted. It is strange to 
observe huw many men of vcry respectable talents have seriously 
recommended the abolition of native and the substitution of European 
a.gency to the greatest possible extent. I am persuadcd that every 
a.dvance made in such a plan would not only render the character of 
the people worse and worse, but our GovenUIlcnt more and more 
inefficient. The preserva.tion of our dominion in this country 
requires that all the higher office~, civil and military, should be 
filled with Europeanfl; but nIl offices that can be left in the hands 
of nativcs without dangcr to our power might with advantage he left 
to them. We are arrogant enough to Ruppose that we can with our 
imited numberR do the work of a nation. Hltd we ten times more, 

we should only do it HU much worsf'. 'Vc already occupy every 
office of importance. Were we to descend to those which are more 
humble and now £11m1 by m.tive" we should lower our character and 
not perform the duties so well. '1.'he nati"ves POHRl'SS, in as high a 
degree at least us European~, all tho~e quali£"ation~ whieh arc 
requisite for the discharge of the infenor clutieR III which they are 
employed. 'I'hey arc in geneml better acclJuntants, wore patient and 
laboriouA, more intimately >le<l utlintcd WIth the sta.te of the country 
and the manrH.l1·S and customs of the inhauitants, and arc altogether 
more efficient men of business. 

'Unless we suppose that th<,y arc inferior to us in natural talent, 
which there i~ no reason to believe, it is much more liJ,ely that they 
will be duly qualified for their employments than Europeans for 
theirs, because the field of selection is so much greater in the one 
than in the other. 'Ve have [\ whole nation from which to make our 
choice of natives, but in order to rna,ke a choice of Europeans we have 
only the small body of oovenan";ed servautH, 

'If it be admitted that the natives often act wrong, it is 110 reason 
for not employing them; we shall be oftener wrong ourselves. What 
we do wrong if! not noticed, or but seldom or slightly; w1nat they do 
wrong meets with no indulgence! We can dil;miss them and take 
better men in their place; we must keep the European beoause we 
have no other, or perhaps nOlle better, and because he must be kept 
at an expense to the public and be employed some way or other, 
wha.tever his capacity may Le, unless he has been guilty of some 
groBS offenoe. But it is said that all these advantages in favour of 
the employment of the natives a.re counterbalanoed by their corrup· 
tion, and that the onl'y remedy is ,more Europeans with European 
integrity. The remedy woul<l. certa.Wy be a very expensive one, and 
w01lld as certainly fuil of succeSf;.. were we weak enough to try it,' We 
,have ha.d instances of corruption among Europea.n.B, notwithsta.!lQing 



A WILD AND ABSURD. OONCEIT 41 

their liberal allowances; but were the numbers of EUlopeans to be can· 
siderablyaugmented, and their aJ}owllJlces, as a necessary cOlu;eqUence, 
somewhat reduced, it would be contrary to a.ll elCpeli.ence to believe 
that this corruption would not greatly increase, more particularly as 
Government could not possibly exercise any efficient control over the 
misconduct of so many European functionaries in different provinces, 
where there is no public to restrain it. U we a.re to have corruption, 
it is better that it should be among the native!:! than among ourselves, 
because the natives will throw the blame of tho evil upon their 
countrymen; they will still reta.in their high opinion of Ollr superior 
integrity; and our character, which is one of the strongest supports 
of our power, will be maintainilil. No nation ever existed in which 
corruption was not practised to a certain extent by the subordina.te 
officers of the Govenunent: we canno~ expect that India is in this point 
to form an exception. But though we cannot eradicate corruption, we 
ma.y BO far restrain it aH to prevent it frOID causing any serIOus injury to 
the public interest. 'Vc must for this purpose adopt the same means 
as nrc uBually found most effic(wious in other countries; we must 
treat the natives with courte~y. we lllUgt place confidence in them, 
we must render their official situations respectable, :lnd ru.ise them in 
some degree b<o'yond tClllptat,ion, by nmking their omcial allowances 
auequate to the support of thelr 8tation in society. 

'With what gru.ee can we talk of our p[lternal Government if we 
exclude these from every important oilks, and say, as we did till very 
lately, that in It country eontaining liiteell millions of inhabitants, no 
man but a European shall be entrustc'd with lola much authority as to 
order the punislul1ent of a single ~troke of a rattan? ::;uch lUl inter
di3tion is to pass a sentence of degl'll.datioll on a whole people, for 
which no benefit can ever compensate. 'f11ere is no instance in the 
world of so humiliating u. sentence havillg eyer been passed upon any 
nation. The weak and mistuken humanity which if< the motive of it 
can never be viewcd by the natives as any just excuse for the disgrace 
inflicted on thcm by being pronounQ6d to be unworthy of trust in 
deciding on the petty oilencc!! of their countrymen. 'We profess to 
seek thl;'ir improvement, hut proposc means the most adverse to 
ilUCC-:1S. The advocates of improvement do not scem to have per
ceived the great sl)ringll on which it depends; they proposc to place 
no confidence in the natives, to give them no authority, and to exclude 
them from office as much as possible; but they are ardent in their 
zeal for enlightening them hy the general diffusion of knowledge. 

, No conceit more wild and absurd than this was ever engendered in 
the darkest a.ges; for what is in every age and every country the 
great stiululus to the pursuit of knowledge, but the prospect M fame, 
or wealth, or power 'I or what is even the use of great attainments 
if they a.re not to hI' devoted to ~heir :qpblest purpose-the service of 
the coaununity, by employing tho~ who possess them, oocordi~g to 
their. reaper-tive qualifications, in the va.rious degrees of the pub~o 
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admini$tJ;a.tion of the country ~ How can we expect th&t the Hindooll 
will b~ eager in the pursuit of science unless they have the same 
inducements as in other countries? If superior acquirements do not 
open the road to distinction, it is idle to suppose that the Hindoa 
would lOBe his time in seeking them; and even if he did SO, his 
proficiency, under the doctrine of exclusion from office, would serve 
no other purpose than to show him more clearly the fallen state of 
himself IUld his countrymen. He would not study what he knew 
could be of no ultimate bAnefit to himself; he would learn only those 
things which were in demand, and which were likely to be useful to him, 
namely, writing and accounts. There might be some exceptions, but 
they would be few; some few natives living at the principal settle
ments, and passing much of their time among Europeans, might 
either from a real love of literature, from vanity, or some other cause, 
study their books, and if thcy made some progress, it would be greatly 
exaggerated, and would be hailed as the dawn of the great day of light 
and science about to be spread allover India. But th ~l:.,e always has 
been, and always will be, a few such men mllong the natives, without 
making any change in the body of the people. Our books alone will 
do little or nothing; dry simple litemture will never improve the 
character of a nation. To produce this effect, it llJl1st open the road 
to wealth and honour and public employment. 'Vithout the prospect 
of such reward, no attainments in science will ever raise the character 
of l~ people. 

I Th::; is true of every nation as wcll as of India; it is true or our 
own. Let 13ritu,in be subjected by a foreign power to· morrow ; let the 
people be excluded frOID all ~harc in thc government, from public 
honours, from every oftic.e of high trubt or emolument, and let them 
in every ijituation be considered as unworthy of trust, t~nd all their 
knowledge and all their literature, sacred and profane, would not save 
them from becoming, in lLllothel' generation or two, a low·minded, 
deceitful, and diHhoucst, l"<J,ce. 

, Even if we could suppose tf,U\.t it were practicable, without the aid 
of a single native, to conduct the whole !1ffair!l of the country, both in 
the hil)lwr aJld in all the subordina.te offices, by means of Europeans, 
it ought not to be done, because it would be both po~itica.u.J' and 
morally wrong. The ~l'cat number of public offices in whlch the 
na.tives are employed is one of the strongest causes of their atta.ch
ment to our Government. In proportion as we exclude them from 
those, we lose our hold upon them; and were the exclusion entire, we 
shouid have their hatred in pltlce of their attachment; their feeling 
would be communicated to the whole population, and to the native 
troops/and would excite a spirit of discontent too powerful for UII to 
subdue or resist. I~ut were it possible that they could submit silently 
ar.d without opposition, the eK,e wo\tld be worse; they would sink in 
character, they wouid lose with t.he hope of public office and diatinc. 
~ion' all laudable a.mbi1iion, and woul~ degenerate into an indolent tw!i 
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abject race, inoa.pa.ble of any higher pursuit th:a.n the mere gTa.tiftea.tion 
of their appetites. It would certainly be more desira.ble tha.t we 
should be expelled from the country altogether than that the result of 
our system of government should be suoh a tiebf)osement of a whole 
people. This is, to be sure, supposing an extreme case, beca.use nobody 
ha.s ever proposed to exclude the natives from the numerous petty 
offioes, but only from the more important offioes now filled by them. 
But the pri:{.1ciple is the same, the difference is only in degree j for in 
proportion as we exclude them from the higher offices, and a. share 
in the management of public affairs, we lessen their interest in the 
concerns of the community, and degrade their chara.cter. 

, It was from a conviction of the policy of extending native agency 
that the establishment of the revenue board cutcherry was recom· 
mended in 1822. The right of the pflople to be taxed only by their 
own consent, has a.lways, in every free country, been esteemed 
amongst the most important of a.ll privileges; it is that which has 
most exercised the minds of men, a.nd which has oftenest been 
asserted by the defenders of liberty. Even in countries in which 
there is no freedom, taxation is the most important function of 
government, because it is that which most universally affects the 
comfort and happiness of the people, and that which has oftenest 
excited them to resistance; and hence both its utility and its danger 
have, under the most despotic governments, taught the necessity of 
employing in its administration the ablest lllen of the country. 

, In this point, at loast, we ought to bc guided by the example of 
those governments, A.Ild employ intelligent a.nd experienced natives at 
the head of the revenue to asaist the revenue boa.rd. If in other 
departments we bave experienced natiyes to assist the Europeo.n 
officers, shall we not have them in this, whose duties a.rc the most 
difficult and most important? We co.nnot exclude them from it 
without injury to ourselves as well as to them; we cannot oonduct 
the department efficiently without them. But even if we could, 
policy requires that we should let them !lave a aha.re in the business 
of taxing their own country.' 

Th~abo.e wise and weighty observations, a parallel to 
which is not to be found in present-day Anglo-Indian 
writings, are, as I have said, but a few sentences out of a 
hundred pages of equally luminous, high-minded, and 
statesmanlike utterances. Exigencies of space, however, 
forbid further citations. , 

Rightly is Sir Thomas Munro's fame maintained in 
Madras by ODe of Chantrey"s fin~t equestrian statues. 
Had his spirit been permitted to. pervade the purlieus of 
Indian ad.mini~tration as Chantrey's representation of the 
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man domina.tes 'the Island' in the Chinnapa.tnam .ofolden 
da.ys, such a work as this of mine would have been un
necessary-would Ilever have been written. So wise and 
perspicuous were his teachings that it is difficult for one 
who knows what he counselled to pass that statue with
out raising his hat as to a living personage. As for 
Bishop Heber, writing to the Right Honourable Charles 
Williams Wynn, in England, in a letter dated Karnatik, 
March, 1826, he says :-

• But there is one point which, the more I have seen of India, sinoe 
I left Bengal for the first time, has more and more impressed itself 
on my mind. Neither native nor European agriculturist, I think, 
can thriVA 'It the preRent rate of taxation. Half the ~08S produce of 
the Boil is demanded by Government, and this, which is nearly the 
average rate wherever there is not a permanent settlement, is sadly 
too much to leave an adequate provision for the peasant, even with 
the usual frugll1 habits of Indians, and the very inartificial and 
cheap manner in which they cultivate the land. Still lUore is it an 
effectual bar to everything like improvement; it keeps the people, 
even in favourable years, in a state of abject penury; and when the 
crop fails, in even a slight degree, it involves a necessity on the part 
of Government of enonnous outlaYR, in the way of remission and 
distribution, which, after all, do not prevent men, women, and 
children dying in the streets in droves, and the roads being strewed 
'with carcasses. In Bengal, where, independent of its exubdrant 
fertility, there is D. pemlanent assessment, famine is unknown. 
In Hindustan, on the other hand, I found a general feeling 
among the King's officers, and I myself was led, from. some 
circumstanc.es, to agrec with them, that tho peasantry in the Com
pany's provinces are, on tHe whole, worse off, poorer, and more 
dispirited, than the subjects of the native Princes; and here, in 
Madras, where the soil is, generally speaking, poor, the difference is 
said to be stiJl more marked. The fact is, n~ tiative Prince 
demands the rent which we do; and makipg every allowance fOI' the 
Jiluperior regularity of our system, etc., I met with very few public 
men who will not, in confidence, own their belief that the people are 
overtaxed, and that the country is in a gradual state of impoverish
ment. The Collectors do not like to make this avowal officially. 
Inde~d, now and then, a very able Collector succeeds in lowering the 
rate to the people, while by diligence, he increases it to the Sto.te. 
But, in general, all gloomy picturec are avoided by them as reflecting 
on themselves, and drawing' on them censure from the secretaries at 
MadI'a9 or Calcutta; while these, in their tttrn, plead the e~nen 
with which the Directors at bome preas for more money. 



;,1.11lJ q/)D.vinced that it is otily neoessary kI draw less money from. 
the pea.B&nts, -.nd to spend more of what is drawn within the 
country, to open lIome door to Indian industry in Europe, and to 
admit the natives of India to some greater sha.re in the ma.gistra.cy 
of their own people, to make this Empire as durable 90S it would be 
.happy. But as things now go on, though I do not detra.ct any P!U'fi 
of the praise which I have, on other oocasions, bestowed on the 
general conduct of the Compauy's serva.nts, their modesty, their 
diligence, and integrity, I do not think the present Empire can 
be durable. 

, I have sometimes wished that its immediate management were 
transferred to the Crown. But what I saw in Ceylon makes me 
think this a doubtful remedy, unlesR the Government, and, a.bove e.ll. 
the people of England were convinced that no country can bea.r to 
pay so large a revenue to foreigners, as tb those who spend their 
wealth withi.n their own borders; and that most of the ca.uses which 
once made these countries wealthy have ceased to exist in propor
tion as the industry and ingenuity of England have rivalled and 
excelled them. Even Bengal is taxed highly, not indeed directly 
on its land, but lll. salt and other duties. But Bengal is naturally of 
such exuberant fertility, that whoever has soen it alone will form a 
too flattering estimate of these vast oountries.' ' 

Why have I disinterred from ancient volumes the fore. 
going unwise and supremely wise observations? Because 
the conflict represented by such protagonists-

THACKERAY and JAMES MILL again~t MUNRO and 
HEBER 

is proceeding now as it proceeded in the second and 
third decennial periods of the nineteenth century. The 
wrOD~ st;:> was then taken. The right step has yet to 
be taken. The mischief is that not a single high official 
connected with India' at the beginning of the twentieth 
century considers any forward step is required. They 
all think of Indian Administration as the Great Duke 
thought of the British Constitution prior to 1832. It 
ws,s from heaven. It is sacra-san ct. It may be ''that 
in the fortuitous (or other~ concourse of circumstances 

• :Bishop Beber's Kexnoirs and Ooneapond611oe, by his Widow, vol . .ut 
pp .. 41S, 41'. lohtI ¥Utt61f 1880. 
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which we ca.ll nationaJ development, there is still room 
for the right step to be taken in India, It is to help in 
that being done, if ,haply it may be done, that the quoted 
passages, in such fulness, have been placed before the 
reader .. 

That sentiment in our national character which is 
proclaimed ore rotundo as 'British justice,' revolted at 
the condition of things Thackerayan. In the inquiry 
which preceded the renewal of the Charter in 1833 many 
questions were asked concerning the capacity of the 
Indian subjects of the J{ing and the development of 
India's resources from within and through her own 
pp.t)ple. The evidence of Mr. Robert Rickards, who 
served for many years in Madras and Bombay, is wise 
far beyond the average of the evidence that has, from 
time to time, been given before British Committees on 
Indian subjects. Probably it is due more to whA.t Mr. 
Rickards said than to anything else that the Act of 
Parliament of 1833, by which the Charter was renewed, 
contained so emphatic a declaration in favour of the 
employment of Indians in their own land, irrespective of 
caste, colour, or creed, as is to be found in the clause 
which runs: 

'That no Native of the said territories, nor any 
natural-born subject.of His Majesty resident therein, 
shall, by reason only of his religion, place of birth, 
descent, colour, or any of these, be disqualified from 
holding any place, office, or employment "under the 
said Company, ' 

Used in the sense intended by their framers those 
words are among the most noble and most worthy ever 
legisiatively recorded by a conquering Power. Had they 
been acted upon, the conditi6n of the great country for 
which we are t'esponsible arid the welfare of the va.st 
dblultitude of its inhabita.i:J.ts, for which we do not ha.ve 
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to oooount, as there is now no one to call us to account, 
would have been far better than can now be recorde"d. I 

Mr. Rickards was asked whether India did not require 
capital to bring forth her resources. 'She certainly 
does,' he replied. 'But the best and the fittest capital 
for this purpose would, in my opinion, be one of native 
growth. And such a capital would certainly be created 
among the natives themselves if our institutions did not 
obstruct it, by curbing the energies and confirming as 
they now do, the poverty of the great mass of the 
inhabitants.' a 

It was pressed upon the witness that India would 
, derive great advantages from men of talent and science 
and art' proceeding to settle in India. 'Yes, undoubtedly,' 
replied Mr. Rickards. 'But the presence of such men,' 
he went on to say, 'is not enough. A people in a state of 
confirmed and degraded poverty cannot, I apprehend, be 
roused to energetic habits by the mere stimulus of foreign 
example. On this account I think that our first attention 
should, as well in common justice as in policy, be directed 
to the improvement of the state and condition of the 
natives of that country.' 3 

In a fashion known so well in the last days of the nine
teenth century, the question was asked: 'Have not many 
branches of commerce and manufacture been commenced 
and carried on by British capital and British settlers, 

I This remark is "true in tho human sense as well as in the Divine sense 
in whii,I! it • us~d in the text. I myself heard Lord George Hamilton, 
during the early evening of August 16, 1901, ta.unt the friends of India. in 
tho House of Commons with'the observation that in 1877 and 1878, when he 
wa.s Under-Secreta.ry of Sta.te for India, he hatl much more to do in the 
Bouse than he had had since. in 1895, he became Secretary of State. 1£ 
Indians wa.nt to know one reason why II. bn.ck-wlI.ve has overthrown libm'iies 
they Otlce possessed, they may see it in this observation. Suoh aotivity 
in the Bouse of Commons a.s mll.rked the ;years 188U, 1890. and IS9!} when 
Charles Bra.dlaugh wa.s 'Member for India,' would ha.ve prevented the 
falling back which all educated lndians mourn, while it would have 
ensured a ~t adva.nce. .. 

" Ea.st India. Compa.nyl~ Afiairs, 1881. • Reports from Committees, Tol 
Q. ~'l95. .. 3 Ibid. Qus. 2796, 2797. 
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and is not this enough?' No doubt, it was answered, 
there nas been much of what you mention-indigo 
CUltivation, for example, 'but' -and here I ask the 
reader's most careful attention, for in the sentence 
which follows is indicated, as though with the pen of 
Inspiration, the course which England would have 
adopted had she, in her intercourse with India, been 
really solicitous first of the interests of the Indian 
people ;-

'But I still maintain that any improvement which 
may have arisen in consequence of the introduction 
of British capital and British enterprise into India, 
it; nothiny in comparison with what would be the case 
if the natives of India were su;Uiciently encouraged, 
and proper attention paid to their cultivation and 
-improvemcn t.' 

In this sentence, for the advice it contains has been 
wholly ignored. lies the greatest condemnation imagin
able of present Indian poverty and present Indian 
suffering. The path to prosperity was the path of 
honour and chivalry; it was clearly indicated; it was, in 
1833, it is, in 1901, wilfully ignored. The Secretary of 
State will not acknowledge the existence of such a 
contingency. Not India, but England, is the first con
sideration always held in view in connection with Indian 
matters. Viscount Cros~J when Secretary of State for 
India, furnished evidence thereof, without being aware 
that he was doing a gross wrong to the Indian people in 
the course he took. Each of his successors tas i'aken' 
special care to make their predecessor's sentiments their 
own. Whatever else concerning India may have been, 
overlooked, that which was calculated to make English 
influence more and more dominant has never been 
forgotten. 

I have linked the two preceding questions, asked in 
1831, with the views held. an/!. announced at the present 
time. Two other questions asked at the inquiry seventy 
-{ears ago-2807 a.nd 2808--may similarly be speci&lly 
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regarded BoS indioating that there is no rea.l difference in 
the ma.nner in which India. is viewed now and a.t tha.t · 
distant period. It was a Lieutenant-9-overnor of Bengal, 
still living and engaged in strenuous work in London, 
who, a few years ago, remarked, in response to a sugges
tion that closer co-operation in the higher spheres of rule 
between Europeans and Indians would give the latter 
an opportunity of teaching us many things we did not 
know:-

• The Indians teach us! Absurd! 
nothing we ha.ve not taught them! 
us! ' 

Why, they know 
The natives teach 

In exactly the same spirit Mr. Rickards, in 1831; was 
asked:-

. Can you na.me anyone improvement which has been made by the 
natives in your time that cannot fairly be traced to the example, 01.' 

influence, of Europeans? ' 

The answer was as emphatic as it was lucid and 
undeniable :-

• I have already observed,' he said, • that the improvements intro
duced by Europeans are limited in cOD'lpo.rison with what might be 
the case if the natives of India were sufficiently encouraged; but in 
their present state of extreme poverty and almost slavery, it is not 
reasonable to expect that any great improvements can flow from 
them. One of the greatest improve.w-ents, however, of which the 
mind of man is susoeptible, has been made by natives from their own 
exclusive oxertiol!s. Their acquirement of knowledge, and pa.rticulo.rly 
of th .. En~sh ·la.nguu.ge a.nd English litera.ture, of which there are 
ma.ny exa.mples in Bengal, Madras, and Bombay a.t the present 
moment, is quite astonishing. It ma.yeven be questioned whether so 
great a. progress in the attainment of knowledge has ever been made 
under like ciroumstanoes in any of the cOlmtries of Europe.' 

• Is not that; it wa.s asked, 'limited to those who ha.ve 
ha.d partiCUlar intercourse with Europeans? ' 

Mr. Rickards, with op~rvation8 w4ich might with 
conspicuous benefit be reprinjie~ and placed in a p~o
minent position in every room of the India. Office, a.n')i 
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in a.ll officia.l rooms in India., pa.rticula.rly in the working 
rooms. of the Viceroy, Governors, Lieutenant-Governors, 
and of Members of Council, Commissioners, and Residents 
at Feudatory Courts, replied as follows ;-

.' The examples to which I allude are among natives tha.t have kept 
up an uninterrupted intercourse, certainly with Europeans, from 
residing at the differellL presidencies of India: but the exertions of 
those with whom I am acquainted have been altogether independent 
of European assistance; the nativcs to whom I allude being perfectly 
self-taught. I would beg leave here to add that if it be meant to 
imply, a~ some of the most distinguished literary authorities in this 
country have asserted, that the natives of India are incapable of 
improvemcnt, I must protest against the doctrine, as being, in my 
humble opinion, an unjust n.nd lihellouG judgment passed on the whole 
community. Wc hljove at this moment an illustrious example 1 in this 
country of what native Indians can attain by their own unaided 
exertions. Let it also be recollectcd that in many branches of art 
their skill is absolutely unrivalled. Several of their fabrics, such as 
muslins, shawls, embroidered silks, handkcrchiefs, ctc., i.ogcther with 
pieces of workmanship in gold, silver, and ivory, have never yet been 
equallcd by British artists. Their architectme, though peculiar, .is of 
a superior order, and in the construction of great public buildings 
they have exerted powers of moving and eleyating large masses which 
are unknown to European architects. Agriculture also made its first 
progress, and attained considerable perfection in the East, which in 
this respect set the example to Europe. In these, and many other 
artll connected wit,h thc coruforts and convenienceH of life, the natives 
of India ha\~e made grcat progress in some, and attained perfection in 
others, without being in the smallest degree indebted to the EuropelUl 
patterns or example. I do not mean to say thttt their progress or 
advancement has bcen a hundredth part so great or so rapid as that 

(. 

of Europeans in the arts of life generally, hut I do not think it fair to 
compare their presenb backward state with the advancement made by 
Europeans, considering the very different cireumstanctrt:! in 'jVhir.>1J both 
are respectively placed .... Many persons, I apprehend, wto cow oon
tend for the freest introduction of European'J into India., to opera.te as 
a stimulus to native improvement, seem to forget the vast differenoe 
of character existing in the two parties; that consequently, to CiVer
run India with Europeans before f1 better system of protection shall 
have been provided, would be to mingle a race of overbearing con
querors with submissive slaves, and that oppression and injustice 

The grea.t religious reform,er, Ra~ Mohun Boy, doubtless, is here 
referred to. About this time he viBited England, IWld wrote sever&! val"able 
¥.tltnora.nda for the Parliamentary Committee. 



would be the inevitable result. Until the na.tives Of India are raised 
(a.nd I o.m sure they oa.n be 80 4t&ised willh great adv&n;ta.ge) to 
participa.te largely and BoOtively in the government of themselves, I 
feel persuaded that India never will be ju.stl)" or securely ruled under 
any Eu.ropean sovereignty.' 

The rea.der must suffer some further citations in the 
text (and not be referred to a footnote or to an appendix) 
from Mr. Rickards' evidence. I wish to draw special 
attention to his remarks because, in every particular, they 
are applicable to the conditione of India to-day. Per
chance where they failed to convince in the nineteenth 
century they may persuade in the twentieth century. 
Even now they contain such statesmanlike wisdom as to 
constitute them ' a counsel of perfoction ' quite within the 
realisable possibilities of the time-if the spirit to do 
justice to India were commensurate with the 'talk' on 
the same topic. I quote questions 2815 to 2820 (Ques
tion 2824 relates to a work in two volumes written by 
Mr. Rickards) and from 2825 to 2829; and also 2840-
2842. 

'2l:115. Are you aware that the natives of Bengal, in Oude, at 
present imitating European indigo settlers, prepare a considerable 
portion of that article now exported ?-The natives of Oude have got 
lately into a. better mode of preparing indigo for this market. This 
may be occasioned partly, no doubt, by the influence and example of 
Europ,eans, but in 0. great measure also, as I conceive, by the UDsale· 
able state of the article in this cOmltry, from the badness of its 
quality, a.nd which rendered it indispensably necessary that some 
improvement sJ10uld take place before it could be brought into generaJ 
cons\!tnp"n and use by manufa.cturers. 

'2816. Did the natives ever nlanufacture any indigo for export 
twenty-five or thirty years a.go, or was it not entirely begun by 
Europeans ?-Certainly not begun entirely by Europeans; for indigo 
as a colour was known and used in the Ea.st from earliest times, and 
therefore manu.fEloctured ItS well as exported by natives alone. The 
grea.t extension of the manufacture of indigo in Bengal of la.te years 
is no doubt to be &Bcribed to British enterprise and oa.pital, bUt of the 
present produce of the BengaJ'provinces (exclusive of what is pro
duoed in Oude) a.t lea.st about ~.OOO ~ests art' actuaJly grown a.nd 
manufuotured by na.tive~ alone, apd consigned by them to ?ther 
nativeB in Calant\&.. Some of the specimens manufa.ctured by natlVes 
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a.re to the full as fine as the most beautiful products of Entopean 
f&atones.; but this is notl generally the ease; a few of the native 
merohants only export t.his article direct to Europe, from not having 
oorrespondents b this c:>untry to whom to send it ; the greater part, 
therefore, passes always through the hands of Europeans, as the 
exporting merchants. 

'2817. AIo the inhabitants of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay living 
under the protection of the King's Courts, and in daily intercourse 
with Europeans, equal or supcrior in education and intelligence to the 
mass of British native subjects living in the provinces under the 
exclusive Government of the East India Company?--They are, 
generally speaking, a better educated race than the inhabitants of the 
interior, but this I ascribe to their living in much more comfortable 
circumstances than the inhabitants of the interior, and coming more 
habitually into contact with European rcfinement. Although the 
poverty of the interior habitually consign~ its inhabitants to a state 
of confirmed degradation, in which improvement, either of their 
circumstances or moral habits, Beems equally hopeless, there are still 
to be found in every part of India, numerous individuals whosc 
natural talents [HId capacity are fully equal to the inhabitants of the 
Presidencies. 

'2618. Had the commerce of Calcutta and Bombay been left as 
formerly, exclusively to the East Inum Company and the natives, 
what in your opinion would at this day have been the condition of the 
native~ of those places ?-They would have remained, I conceive, as 
stationary, or perhaps declining, as all cOUl1tries invariably do which 
are subject to arbitrary government~ and monopolies. 

'2819. Then the presellt improved Iltate you attribute principally to 
the opening of the trade with that country ?-I do. 

'2820. Haye such of the nati .... es of Bombay as clJ.me under your 
observation any repugnance to cOlllll1crcial pursuits, or any indis
position to engage in externoJ and internal traue, other than what 
may arise from the want of theic having sufficient llleans ?-Certa.inly 
no repugna;,ce; tlleY are on the contrary like all the natives of India 
I am acquainted with, very much {"iYen to commercial and industrial 
pursuits, and exceedingly well qualified to succeed in theml' .. 

'2825. Are you not able to point out a few of those taxcs which 
principally restrict ~and affect the commerce of the country to which 
the allusion principally was ?-Where the revenue is collected as it is 
in India, on the principle of the Government being entitlcd to one. 
half of the gross produce of the soil, and vast numbers of officers, 
whose a.cts it is impossible to control, are also cmployed in the reali
sation ot this revenue, it it! a moral impossibility for any people what
eV6l'to live, or prosper, so as to admit of a very extensive commeroial 
intercourse being carried on wit-II thc~. 

'2826. Are those observations ~hich JOU have made the result of 
yon own personal experience, or do you sta.te them as a.cquired fl'OllJ, 
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others ?-The reB1llt of my own personal experienoe in the provinces 
in which I have served in India, coupled with official inforIUation as 
regards the other districts of India, taken from a very valua.ble collec
tion of papers printed by the Court of Directors in four folio volumes 
and other offioial and authentic sources_ 

'2827. Is the revenue levied on fruit trees, betel, pepper, sugar
cane, indigo, and other similar productions a fixed and moderate land 
ta.x, or in the nature of an excise in those parts of the territories of 
Bombay and Ma.dras with which you are acquainted ?-It is anything 
but a moderate tax; for, as I have shown in the above-mentioned 
work, it is in all casos exorbitant; and strange to say, in some 
instances even exceeds the gross produce of the lands or plantations 
on whioh it is levied_ 

'2828. Do you consider it practicable, under' such a system as you 
have stated, to manufacture those articlcs for foreign exportation, 
and competition with other countries ?-It may be done in lands not 
Bubject to the afore-mentioned exorbitant tax. It may alsu be the 
case in Bengal, where the permanent settlement has been enforced 
for lllany :year;;, and where itR origil1l_1 ruinous pressure is no longer 
so severely felt; but it would be quite impossible in lands, for 
example, subject to the ryotwar -L.u, or {roll1 lands where from 45 
per cent. to 50 per cent. of the gross produce ill t1.ctually levied as 
revenue. 

'2829. You have stated that the tax i" e'1u[ti in Home cases to the 
produce of the hmd; h[\~ land then 11 on,leable value in any part of 
India where the tn.xes take U.W[1,Y the whole of this produce ?-I 8J11 

personally acquainted with im;tanceB where the revenue I1Bsessed upon 
certain lands has actually exceeded tho gross produce. I have also 
known other lands in India where a revenue has been assessed as 
being specifically derivable from rice lands, plantations of fruit trees, 
pepper, vines, and other articles, and each portion particularly 
described; but on compl1.rillg the assessment with the lands in ques
tion those very lands have been foUbd to have been nothing but 
jungle within the memory of man. Land, howeyer, has a saleable 
value in those parts of India where our revenue f3,Ystems ailnut of 
some'tentebeing derived from the land by the land·holder or pro
prietor; but when the whole rent is absorbed by the Government ta.x 
or revenue, as under ryotwar or Aumaunee management, the land is 
of oourse, destitute of saleable value.' 

'2840. Under such a S'ystem of judicature, police, and taxation 11.8 

you ha.ve described, what prospeot do you think there is of the 
inhSJ.bitants of British Indio. beooming eithcr u. weo.lthy, a pl·oa.perous, 
or a commercia.l, people, and of their conducting a trade with tWs 
country commensura.te with t~cir tWmbers, Il.nd the extent and 
fertility of the country t.l.tey ocoupy ?None whatever; the peopl? of 
lndia. are IlIlfliciently oommerciaJ to :lJlswer the highest expectations 
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ths.t oa.n be formed, or desired, in respect to trade between the two 
oountries.j but our local institutions, including the revenue system, 
must be greatly altered or modified before the natives can become 
wealthy or prosperous; if the condition of tho natives, their habits, 
their wants, their rights ani! their interests were properly attended to, 
all the rest would follow as a Il'latter of course. 

'2841. Does the answer you have now given apply to the Bombay, 
Madra!!, and Bengal Presidencies, where the nature of settlement 
varies ?-To all. 

'2842. Would you make any exception with regard to those parts 
of India where the pennanent settlcment has been established ?-As 
regards the judicial system I think no difference exists; it appears to 
me to have been a fallure everywhere, and to be ill-suited to the 
habits and wants of the natives of India; the revenue system has 
gradually gro",n into improvQment in Bengal, owing in a great 
measure to the effect produced by the opening of trade, in occasioning 
increased demand for the productions of lands on which an unalter· 
a.ble tax has been fixed; in this way I conceive that the opening of 
trade to India has greatly conduced to givc additional value to the 
lands of Bengul, and to enable those who BOW possess estates in that 
quarter to obtain a rent for them, ani! sometimes a high rent, where 
ill the first instance there was none at all, or scarcely a sufficiency for 
0. sca.nty subsistence.' 

From the foregoing and from the evidence generally 
some good results followed. The tone of the debates in 
the House of Lords and in tho House of Commons was 
eminently rea!':ionable, while the Act that was passed 
inaugurated a new era-IN WORDS. 

Apparently, if one miglH judge from the anticipations 
expressed, a really new era had dawned, New Heavens 
and a New Earth in which alone Righteousnes:. s]5:vuld 
prevail were to mark the future of Indian and English 
relations. Perhaps, if steam communications and the 
application of steam power to manufactures had not then 
begun to change the face of the whole world industriaJly, 
the halcyon time indicated in the Act of 1833 might have 
come to distressed (and, therefore, oppressed) India. 
Unhappily for India, once mdL"e a 'market was wanted, 
a.nd; under the .mistake;;' idea that the great Eastern 
Empire of Britain would provide more customers, 
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a.nd more profita.ble customers, by the people being kept 
in subjection and poor, compelled to ta.ke such exports as 
we chose to consider they needed, instead of enabling 
them to grow rich, and, themselves, of their own volition 
to buy of us, we entered upon the third stage of Conquest
a stage which continues to this day. ,It is a stage out of 
which thousands of millions of pounds have been made 
for and by England. Where that policy has secured 
thousands of millions sterling against the will of the 
people, the other policy would, probably, have brought us 
tens of thousands of millions from buyers who purchased 
out of their superfluity, and not, as now, who buy from 
us simply that which will only half cover their bodies 
against the cold 0' nights at the expense of food which 
those bodies need for ordinary health. 

III. CONQUEST BY 'POUSTA' : 

A Show of J.i~air Dealing accompanied with the Con
tinuance of Indian National Inferiority-

1833 to 11\41 

Amid the glow of self-satisfaction which came to every 
British heart from the freeing of negro slaves, and with 
the anticipations which were then widely prevalent 
concerning the improvement. of the human race by 
political enfranchisement and general reform, the East 
Ind\~ Compa-ny's Charter was renewed in 1833. Some
thing or that glow irradiates the pages of this work on 
which certain passft,ges from speeches then made are 
printed. The climax is reached by Thomas Babington 
Macaulay, then Member for Leeds, who was in himself
as Law Minister in India, as Member of Parliament 
a.f~wards-to show that much of what he said was 
of the tongue merely an~ not of the heart. Contem
plating the Government. of .India of that day, he 
remarked, truly enough' 'I st>:e a. Government anxiol.\Sly 
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bent on the public good. Even in its errors IreCC)gnise 
8. pa.ternal feeling towards the great people committed 
to its charge. I see toleration strictly maintained; yet I 
see bloody and degrading superstitions gradually losing 
their pOWAr. I Bee the morality, the philosophy, ''the 
taste, of Europe, beginning to produce a salutary effect 
on the hearts and understandings of our subjects. I see 
the public mind of India, that public mind which we 
found debased and contracted by the worst forms of 
political and religious tyranny, expanding itself to noble 
and just views of the ends of government and of the 
social duties of man.' 

This was not all. He proceeded, with vivid illustra
tion and in eloquent phrases, to indicate what India 
should gain from England. He said:-

'There is, however. one part of the Bill on which, after what has 
recently passed elsewhere, I feel myself irresistibly impelled to say 
a few words. I (1Uude to that wise, that benevolent, that noble 
clause, which enacts that no native of our Indian Empire shall, by 
reason of hi>! colour, his descent, or his religion, be incapable of 
holding omcc. At the risk of being called by that nickname which 
is regarded as the most opprobrious of all nicknames by men of 
!lelfish hearts and contracted minds, at the risk of being called a 
philosopher, I must say that to the las!' day of my life I shall be 
proud of having been one of those who aBsi~ted in the framing of 
the Bill which containR that e1au~e ... It would be, on the most 
selfish view of the case, far better for u~ that the people of India. 
were well governed ana independent of UB, than ill-governed a.nd 
liIubject to us; that they were lJl.,d by their own kingA, but wearing 
our broaJuloth !LIld working with our cutlery, than that they were 
performing their salaams Lo English collectors and English ma.gis
trates, but were too ignorant to value, or too poor to bUy, Jtiiglish 
rnanufactures. To trade with civilised men is infinitely morE> profit.· 
able than to govern Havages. That would, inueed, be a doting wisdom 
which, in order that India might remain a dependency, would make 
it a. useless and costly dependency, which would keep a. hundred 
millions of men from being our customers in order tha.t they might 
continue to be our slaves. J 

• It was, as Bernier tellp us, the practice of the miserable tyrants 
, 

I 'Doting wisdom' prevailed tlJen, prevails now, nearly seventy years 
later. Exactly what· Macaulay then denounced is what is true of our· 
adniinistration to-da.y. Proof of this is given in Oha.~ VIn. 
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whom he found in Indio., when they dreaded the capacity a.nd spirit 
of Bome distinguished subject, and yet could not venture to murder 
him, to administer to him a. daily dose of the pousta, a prep~ation of 
opium, the effect of which was in a few months to destroy all the 
bodily and mental powers of the wretch who was drugged with it, 
and to turn him into a helpless idiot. The detestable arti1ice, more 
horrible than assassination itsclf, was worthy of those who employed 
it. It is no model {or thc English nation. We shall never consent 
to administcr the pousta to a whole community, to stupefy and 
paralysEI a great people whom God has committed to our charge, for 
the wretched purpose of rendering them more amenable to our 
control. What is power worth' if it is founded on vice, on ignorance, 
on misery; if we can hold it only by violating the most sacred duties 
which, as governors, we owe to the governed, and which, as a people 
blessed with far more than ordinary measure of political lib'"rtyand 
of intellectual light, we owe to a race debaf1cd by three thousand 
years of dcspotism and prie~tcraft? We are free, wc are civilised to 
little purpose, if we grudge to any portion of the human race an 
equal measure of freedom and civilisation. 

, Are we to keep the people of India ignOl'allt in order that we may 
keep them ~ubrnissive? Or do we think that we can give them 
knowledgc without awakening aIUbition? Or do we mean to a.waken 
ambition and to provide it with no legitimate vent? Who will 
a.nswer any of these questions in the affirmo.tiYe '? Yct one of them 
must be answercd in thc af'finuative by evclJ person who maintains 
that we ought permanently to cxcludc the natives from high office. 
I have no fears. Tho pa.th of duty ill plain before us: mld it is also 
the path of wisdom, of national prosperity, of national honour. 

, The destiniefl of our Indian Empire arc covered with thick dlVk. 
ness. It is difficult to foml any conje.,cture u.s to tho fate reserved for 
a state which rCRcmbles no other in history, and which fonns by 
itself a separat~ class of political phenomena.. The laws which 
regul'-* jis growth and its decay aro still unknown to us. It may 
be that the public mind of India may expand under our system till it 
ha.s outgrown our system; that by good government we may educate 
our subjects into a capacity for better government; that, ha.ving 
become instructed in European knowledge, they may, in some future 
age, demand European institutions. Whether such a day will ever 
come, r know not. But never will I a.ttempt to avert or retard it. 
Whenever it comes, it will be the proudest day in England's, history. 
To ha.ve found a. great people BUDk in the lowest depths of sla.very 
and superstition, to have so fuled them as to have made them 
desirous and ce.pable of all the privileles of citiz!lns, would indeed be 
a title to glory a.U O'llr (lwn. The "sceptre ma.y pass away from ~. 



64 'PROSPEROlJS' BRITISH INDIA 

Unforeseen s.ccidents ma.y derange our most profound !)(lh~mes of 
policy .. Victory may be inconstant to our arms, But there are 
triumphs which are followed by no reverse. There is an empire 
exempt from all natural causes of decay. Those triumphs are the 
ps.cific triumphs of reason over barbarism; tha.t empire is the 
imperishable empire of our arts and our morals, our literature, and 
our laws." 

And yet, seventy years later, we have advanced but a 
few short and mincing steps on the road so wisely and 
so daringly depicted. India's peoples are now much 
poorer than they were then. In one district in 1900 
85 per cent. of the land revenue was directly paid to 
the Government officials by moneylenders, the cultivators 
belll.g wholly without llleans to fulfil their obligations, 
while the leading medical journal in the world,2 through 
its correspondent in Bombay, estimates that nineteen 
millions of British Indian subjects have, during the last 
decennium of the nineteenth century, died of starvation, 
and one million from plague. So far have we fallen from 
the noble and generous position of seventy years ago, 
when Macaulay, amid all men's applause, unfolded so 
glowing a scheme of administration and upliftment, 
that such a statement as the one quoted above arouses 
no interest of any kind amongst the members of so 
humane a profession as the Lancet represents. Even 
the editor of the journal himself did not consider his 
correspondent's remarks ~alled for any comments from 
him, 'l'he doctors, in common with nearly all other 
Englishmen, seem to think that may be' suifpriiVI by 
Indians, the twentieth part of which in this country 
would cause a revolution, with these now quiescent and 

, Ma.caulay, Speeches, p. 78. Longmans, Green, and Co., Ltd. 
• The Lancet, June, 1901. The estimate alluded to above will be found 

l'ooorded in its appropl'iate Famine place, and thus appears twice in this 
work, for'which I make no apology:-

, On~e printing may n.ot suffice, 
Though prihting lie not in vain; 

An'd the mem'ry' failing onae or hr,ice, 
May learn, if we print again.' ' 
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thoroughly satisfied professional gentlemen amongst the 
leaders of the revolt. These many millions of del1ths in 
India have become a commonplace .in English current 
thought of so slight a character that two millions of 
Indian people may, on an average, 'die year by year in 
India for ten years on end, and when this fact is stated 
in a great medical journal, no single word of surprise or 
sorrow shall be expressed concerning so portentous a 
statement! While suffering almost beyond ma.tching 
elsewhere in the world is going on, Lord George Hamilton, 
aA Secretary of State for India, in the House of Commons, 
in the present writer's hearing, and Lord Curzon . of 
Kedleston, aR Viceroy and Governor-General of the 
Empire, take the spirit of the words of Macaulay as 
applicable to themselves. They are, they say, a Govern
ment anxiously bent on the public good of India. They 
are sensible, in their own bosoms, of ' a paternal feeling 
towards the grel1t people committed to their charge.' 
Nevertheless, what was an impossible antithesis eighteen 
centuries ago, and was used by the Saviour of Mankind 
because of its impossibleness in practice, is not merely 
possible, it is actual fact to-day: 

Of Lord George Hamilton and of Lord Curzon, 
the Indian people ask for bread and receive a 
stone; I they beg for an egg and are given a 
scorplOn. 

Yet, while this is distinctly \he fact, each of these 
estimable nobl~men will feel as if, in my stating the above 
fact, ~i1!!b. remains a fact whether I tell it or whether 

Actua.lIy, a stone. In the Times of India a British colonel, who had 
been enge.ged in famine relief service, tells of people within his cognisance 
who ground certain rocks to powder to mix with the scanty portion of food 
they were able to obtain. This substance causeil gra.ve internal injury and 
fr8CjUently dea.th, which wa.s a pity, of course, but there was nutritioliS food . 
in the oouotry-if only the people ha.d ha.d the means to obtain it, if only 
the per~nnisJ needs of the India. OOee were not so great. The means 
which would have given them food WI\S nee~d to swell the £860,000,000 of 
pensions, interest, etc., which the India House and the India Office ha.¥e 
expended in EDg1a.nd sinoo l8SS. 
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I d~ not, a gross lib.el were uttered ~~~'~R. As 
agalDs't facts, undeDlable and patent f 8, ~ 9 may 
be Heavenly, but they should not avail ~'.fIt plea. in miti
gation of responsibility for the consequence~ai what thiFl 
man or that man does or leaves undone. 'Nor do they in 
the captain of a ship, be that ship a billy boy or a first
class battloship, 1,101' in an engine-driver. But the plea 
is all-sufficient when the capt3.in or driver is called an 
Administrator and the people affected are dark-skinned. 
Th3.t the dark-skinned people are British subjects makes 
no difference. 

How has all this come about '? "''by is it that to-day 
we regard with complacency horrors which, a generation 
ago, moved us to our inmost depths? Why do British 
hearts no longer boat responsively to, or appreciate, 
such noble and humallc sentiments regarding India as 
those to which Macaulay gave expression ~ ,Vhy is it 
that now there a,rc no Munros :1ud Elphinston()s among 
the Governors sent to India from England, fa,,", Hiclmrds's 
or .John Sullivans 3.111ong llldi:ln civilians, no Sir Lionel 
Smith alnong military men '1 Among thousands of 
civilian and military ofllcials, in office and retired, who 
may be nailled in the same breath with these'? There 
were none on the laHt Public Committee on Indian 
Affairs-that which inquired iuto Expenditure in India 
-save Sil' \Villiam ,Veuuerburn, and the only help he 
had from English Rourees came from Mr. W. S. Caine. 
It was a Native of India on the Commission, Mr. 
Dadabhai Naoroji, and Natives of India a''1:_.g the 
witnesses, Surendra Nath Banerjee, Dinshaw E. Wacha, 
G. V. Gokhale, G, Subramania Aiyar, who chiefly 
voiced the sentiments of Hickal'ds and of Sullivan. 

Why is it? 
B~ca.use, shorn q,f the fatal consequences which accom

panied the ' pousta . of which Bernier tells, the British 
, pousta' has affected our llloral and mental powers as 
well as those' of the Indian people more immediately 
subject to it, but at the same time has left us active in 
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all other respects. Only our sympathy, self-respecp, and 
righteousness have been numbed; our baser qualities 
ha.ve been quickened into greater acti\Wity. The need for 
markets for our products, combined with the fear, un
acknowledged and carefully concealed but always with 
us, that if the Indians are permitted to occupy seats in 
the Executive Councils-Viceregal, Presidency, and Pro
vincial, and in the Secretary of State's Council-it will 
not be possible, logically, for us to prevent a large measure 
of self-government being soon after accorded to India;
these things account for our utter indifference and neglect. 
Therefore it is that we make brave promises and break 
them; this is why we pretend to clear the way for Indians 
of capacity to rise high in the service of their country, 
and .then 'cheat' them out of the offices we declared 
should be theirs-if they proved themselves to be capable 
of occupying thcm. I ,\Ve hrwe bccome flO accustomed to 
regarding India as u milch-cow, though wo never shock 
the facts or our "cnsibilities by using such an inelegant 
and indelicate expression, that lwything which in the 
slightest degree appears to interfere with the continuance 
of this Rtate of things "ewm; to ns to be contrary to 
what Divine Providence has designed on our behalf, the 
British nation, as everyone knows, being <lod's own, 
incapable of wrong-doing. J nelin, if.; our wash-pot, and 
over the islands of the sea havt~ w~ cast our shoe. 

WHATEVER IS, IS BEST.' 

So I heard it stated in the House of Commons by the 
. .secretary of State for India. Therefore, of course, it 

, Lord Lytton, in a despatch addressed to the Secretary of State. said: 
No Booner was the Act (1833) passed than the Government began to devise 

means for practically evading the fulfilment of it .... We have had to 
choose between prohibiting them and (,heating them, and we have chosen 
the least straightforward course. . . Itre all so many delibemte and ti'ans
pllrent subterfuges for stultifying the jot and reduoing it to It dead letter . 
. • . I do not hesitate to say ~hn.t both, the GI/vernment of England aud of 
India. a.ppear to me up to the present moment unable to au'Swer sa.tisflj.ctorilt 
the oharg6 of having taken every means in' their power of brel~king to the 
heart ihe words of promise they ha.d uttered to the ~n.r: 
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must be so. And there is an end to all a.rgument and to 
all patienoe with such misguided persons as those who, 
with irrefragible testimony in their hands, which they 
produce, would urge the contrary. What we choose to 
believe concerning India is alone that which is true. If 
there be evidence to the contrary, so much the worse for 
the evidence. "\Ve know we are doing well in India for 
India, and that knowledge suffices us. Any other opinion 
is condemnable, if not criminal. 

APPENDICES 

I 

EXTRAC'I OF REVENUE CONSULTATIONS, FORT WILLIAM, 

MARCR 17, 1775. 

THE HONOURABLE MR. 1\foNsoN,-From the proceedings of the last 
consultation it appears that Bridjoo Kishore, during hiB short stay at 
Calcutta in 1174, acknowledges to have dissipated t.he ~um of 84,500 
Sicca rupees in l1ul\l\a,rs (prcscmtR) to the gentlemen of the Ommcil, in 
a present to 1\lr. Coxe, and in his own expenses; that he procured for 
himself the omce of Dewan to the l1aj:ili, contrary to the intentions 
of the Ranny. In his Accounts considerable charges are made to 
several persons: onc of the enormOllS sum of 2,02,48G Rupees to Mr . 
• John Graham; another of 30,425 Hupees to Bobanny Churn Metre, 
Bayan to Mr. Gra11l1ll1; G,GOO to CantoQ Ba.boo, Bayan to Mr. 
Hastings; and 500 to KiHhen Churn Chattel'jea, Cantoo Baboo's 
servant. From this conduct it appears that Hridjoo Kishore has 
been an unworthy and unthrifty scrvu.nt to the Raja.h, disrespectful 
to the Ranny, and :1 calumniator of the servants of the Company. 
Unless it should hereafter be shown that the Burns debited the 
Gentlemen 101ilOuid have been received by them, I t'.;':.~... him an 
improper person to be eUlployed by the Company, ~r to hold any 
office of confidence or trust near the' Rajah's person, or in his 
household. 

I therefore move, That Bridjoo Kishore be entirely dismissed {l'om 
the Rajah's service; and that the Ranny be permitted to a.ppoint 
lIucq persons as she shall think proper for the education of the Rajah, 
her Bon, and for the management of his household. 

The Board agree to the motioD" 

From the Eleventh Repor<; from the Select Oommittee on the Ad
ministration of Justice in India, pp. 759, 762-7(J4. 
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EXTRA.OT OF PaOCEBDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE OF REVENUE, FORT 

WILLIAM, MAY 12, 1775. 

Read the following Petition and Enclosures, trom the Vackeel of the 
Rajah of Burdwl1!l : -

To the Honourable Warren Ha~tings, Esquire, President and 
Governor, etc., Council of Revenue. 

HONOURABLE SIR AND Sms,-I beg leave to enclose the following 
pl1per~, which Ilrc all the accounts of embezzlements which the 
PaisllC!tr Roopnara,in Chowdry, hl1B been hitherto ablc to ruake out 
from Bridjoo Kishore'H bookH, or rather leavcs. Tn ordcr to bring the 
Burdwan transactiouB umler one point of view, I have brought into 
these Accounts what I forllierTy deltvered into consultation 011 the 
10th of Ma.rch Jast. 

DlJI:DAH EXI'F;NSE~ lJN.JUSTLY MAm; BY BmDJOO KrsiloRE RoY, OUT 

OF l'nE rO:\,:HJ~nl.\NY, KTC. 

('avh jluid Lo the jollow£n.'7 lJCl'son8, froll! 13"/I[I<ll Yeo)' 117-1 fo the 
monlh of PODS, Bengal YeaI' 1181, n8 jolloll's;-

lIlr. John Gmham, as pel' Account No.1, deli\'cl'ed 
in Council on the 10th l\bl'ch" 177 j Hs.2,02,48.5 

Ditto, No.2 do. do. 36,C)6[i 

'ehe HOBuumulc :lIIr. 8~ul\l't, as pcr A('<.:ollnt cnelosed, No.3 
Mr. Bccher, dittu 1'0.4 
Mr. James Alcxn.ndcl', ditto No. (j 

Mr. Hastings, u.8 per Account K o. a, ddhcl'cd in Council on 
the 10th March, 1775 

Mr. Gcorge Van.'i;1,k\rt, as pcr particular Account enclosed, 
No:?-. ... ... '" ... ... ... ... 

1\11'. Mn.ekdoll"ld, ill Hen~111 YeD.l' 117\J, ill the 30th Assin, 
through the hands of R:1lll11100 l'od:11', P),OViI1Ci~1 Cu.~h· 
keeper , .. 

Mr. Fleetwood, as pel' partirmbl' .\ccount enclosed, No.7 ... 
Mr. Shott, in Bengal Year 1181, in the 1IlonLh of Augum, 

through the hand8 of Rmmnoo Podar, but wrote in 
Kazedaun Account, in the month of Poos 

Mr. Swain, in Bengal Year 1179, ¥1 the 20th Assar Ackel'!lY, 
through the hands of Ramllloo Podl.l', by Callypersaud 
Bose ... ..' 

Colonel Samvle, as per .A.ccoUll~ enclosed No.8 

Rs. 

2,38,550 
2,17,684 

2,100 
31,000 

l."},OOO 

35,400 

500 
28,450 

4,000 

6,Q.OO 
3,000 
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Mr. SllJlluel Lewis, ill Bengal Yea.r 1181, in 27 Braban, 
thl:ough the hands of Ra,mmoo PodJ.l.r, Provincial Cash· 
keeper, by RamIocceon Mitre 

Mr. Goodlad, as per paa:ticula.r Account enclosed, No.9 ... 
Bobanny Churn Metre, as per Account No.5, 

delivered in Council on the lOth March, 1775 Rs.SO,425 
Ditto, No. 10, enclosed this day 50,500 

CaIlypersaud Bose, as l)er Account enclosed, No. 11 

And swaller sums, thc whole amounting to Sicca 

Rs. 

2,000 
10,000 

80,925 
1,01,675 

Rupees 12,05,054 lla. 6p. 

(Signed by) HOOl'NARAIN CHOWDRY. 

Calcutta, 9th l\Iay, 1775. 

11 

TRIBUTES, AT THE INQUIRY OF 1831, TO INDIAN 
FITNESS FOn OFFICIAL POSITIONS I~ INDIA. 

Evidence (~f .JOHN SULLIVAN, ESQ., Collector of Coilllbaiol"c. 

Mr. John Sullivan, of the Madra" service, testified as follows :-
4769. You h8'>0 stated your opinion of the nativc character, as far 

aB Jon have had au opportunity of observing it, to bc generally "er;\' 
favourable; do you eOllfinc thtlt opinion to the uati\"es of the district 
of CoimbaLore, 01' to the l'enin"ula g('nerall~', as tu' !1"; ;your know. 
ledge extends?-It it; a general opinion, Uof; hI' as J haY£' lw.d ltIl 

opportunity of ()befYing it. 
4770. You hal c visited Cn,lcuttd. and HOlulmy ~-y CS, I h>1l-c. 
4771. Com;e'luently you call bl'ClLk frolJl your own pcrboll,tl 

experiencc ~-Y(,R; lllY DjliniolJ was \"(:r~' favoumLlu, pH.l'iimdarly of 
the l'arsccH of BomlHL\'. 

!" 4772. -Would 'yOll I;Ot lJe diHl'C~l'Ll tu I'Iu.ee ttl> llJllch COIltlliellCC ill 

tHe natives of Indi'L a<; you \\ou1<1 ill ~-Oul' OWl! countrYllJen ?-Yes, if 
.:sually well treated. 

47711. Are they not extrelJlely 'LlIxiom; to be mised in the bcalc of 
society?-I consider them most anxiOllS to he raised, and to feel 
acutely the depres~ec1 state in which they arc kept. 

4774.. Have you not {oum1 thltt feeling to be general throughout 
India., as far as you have had an opportunity of observing ?-Yeti, 
uni ~ersal, as far as my 0 bset"mtioo. has gone. 

4775. Axe they not mon anxious, in your opinion, upon that 
senre, than even fo-r the improv .. ment of their worldly circumstanoe 'I 
-l."c:;, 1 think that the feeling dcare~t to their hearts, to be trusted 
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with that degree of power and officia,l emoluments they inva.ria,bly 
enjoyed previously to om: obtaining possession of India.. . 

4776. Have you not found, w~ere you ha.ve pla.ced confidence in 
natives, it has generally or always been rewa.rded by a faithful dis. 
charge of their duties ?-It ha,s been very frequently so. I have had 
causc to compla,in, like othcrs whose confidence has boen abused. 

4777. Are you not of thc opinion, that the more they are 
encouraged, and the more they are admitted into the employment of 
thc government of the country, the more they will improve them
selves ?-I am decidedly of that opinion; and I should think that the 
best f!ystcm that could bc established at this moment, would be to 
cntru~t all thc dctails of the revonuc, and all the original suits in 
judicature, to natives, leaving tho bnsineRs of control to Europeans; 
the natives would do the details much more effectua,l1y tha,n 
Europeans. 

1778. 'Vould not the situation of European servants in India be 
mOHt completely helpless without the natives ?-Yes, entirely so. 

4779. So that thcy mn.y be' said to be mainly dependent upon the 
natives for carrying on the aff'lil'H of the country ?-I eODRider the 
most efficient officers of the Goyernment quite helpless without the 
nssistanec of the natives. . 

4780. Do you consider the Il fl.tives of Indin. a very sensitive race 
of people. and alive t,o kindncfjf; ?-Ycs. 

4781. And grateful for it ?-1 think so, certainly. 
·1782. And A.l1xiOUB to nmke suitable returns ?-Yes, I think so, 

cerLainly. I speak under qu.l.lifi cu.tioll here, but fully as llluch so as 
any other people with WhOUl I am acquainted. 

5080. You were understood Lo ~ay, thA.t. supposing the natives to 
be more genemlly employed in the different departments of Govern· 
mcnt. the expenditure of GovernAlent might bl' considera.bly 
diminished, do you coneeivc tlu"t the prcsent Government of India 
i~ an expell!'iv(\ Government ?-.\ mo~t enormously expensive one, in 
tlw civi'Mltministmtion of the country. 

5081. In what bro,nehes do you think a saving could be effected? 
-In cvery civil department, revenue !loud judicial. 

5082. Do you mel111 by the cmployment of natives ?-By the 
employment oC natives, und by simplifying the machinery of 
government. 

5089. When you say that you think the expenses or the Govem
lUent might be reduced by SiUlplifying the machinery, and Callillg 
more natives into employ, do YfiU contemplate any reduction of the 
number of Europeans ?-A very. consi(j,erablc reduction. 

5090. Out of the five in Coimpatore, how many do you think 
might bc dispensed with?-Four. 
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6001. Do YOll think that one Europea.n superintendent. with 
natives l1llder him, could ma.nage the revenue a.nd civil ooncerns 1'-1 
think that he could. When 1 speak of the machinery of the Govern· 
ment, 1 a.llude to the presidenoy. The present mode of carrying on 
the Government is by a system of boards which are as oomplicated as 
a.nything can be. There is the revenue board, the military board, a.nd 
the board of trade, so that the Government, in fact, have no direet 
communication with their executive officer~, everything passes 
through these boards, and that leads to an enormous multiplication 
of records, and of course to great delays !Lnd expcn~e. 

5002. 'Vould you propose that the one superintendent in the 
district should exercise the functions of superior judge of tho district, 
and 1Io1ao of magistro,te and collector of revenue ~-My own idea is 
that the European should be confined to s\lpcrintendcnce o.nd control. 
1 should conceive that Loth thc revenue and civil and magisterial 
functions might be managed by the natives, with a strict European 
control. The greatest ablHlcR of authority alw(l,.Ys arise out of the 
fiscal jurisdiction, not out of t,he ordinary magisterial or judicial 
funcLians. 

5093. Do you conceive that the na.tives j,hat would be called into 
action would be the persons who nov: :let under the European officers, 
or that a new cIa8R of persons would be brought into operation?
Undoubtedly , thoRe who have been regularly brougM up; no no but 
those duly qualified by previous education iu the inferior offices of 
the eivil administration ~hould be permitted to occupy the higher 
grades. 

5094. Are they not now fonnd t o he gellerally very cOl'rupt ?-If 
they o.re found to be so, it is in COnsl:quenee, 1 conceive, entirely of 
our treatment of them; they have no interest in working {or t\~, and 
therefore they invariably worl. :lg[Llllst us when they can. 

5095. And .)'011 eoncei,'e, Lhat if they had better Mtlal'ies and 
better prospects their cOl'l'uption would be lllaterially diminished ?-
1 think that they would be ncarlS, 1 will not say altogether, as honest 
a.s Emopeans, if we held ouL the oame motives to them. 

6096. Would not a larger f\xt.:nsion of confidence to them 
produce a bcttf' r 'ltate of feelmg a.mong them ?-UnqutIBtlOno.bly, 
that ,vauld be the result. 

5097. Do you coneoive that the experiment oI Lhc employment of 
native agency might be tried with advantage, in a particular di .. triot? 
-1 am satisfied it might be, with grellt advu,ntage-that is to say, if 
the experiment was made by a perSOll favourable to its introduction, 
but not otherwise. 

509S.· Do you apprehend, that under the Madras presidency 
there are many persons of sufficien~ rank who concur with you in 
opinion 1'-1 should suppose tltere ale a considerable number; it is & 

gro~ opinion; 1 think it is an C\,>inion amongst a.ll those persons who 
a.ro most conversant with the natives. Those in thc trlUllllleIs of a. 
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judioial office hs,ve but little to say to the na.tives; this is not a. 
matter of choice hut of necessity. The Collector, on the contrary, has 
constant intercourse with all classes of the people; he has a deep 
personal interest in the prosperity of the eountry, altd his object 
is to consult the wishes and inclinations of the people on all subjects. 
On the other hand, people who pass their time a.t Madras know "ery 
little of the natives; but amongst that class who have free intercourse 
with the natives, a considerable nwnber, I imagine, concur in opinion 
with me. 

Evidence of \V. CHArLIN, ESQ., Colleclo'r in l't:[adras, and Comll~i~. 
sioner in the Deccan. 

5296. You have stated that you conceive the reductioll of the 
land rcvenur. would be the best mode of improving the character and 
condition of the lower orderg; have the goodness to state what 
occurs to ;rou with a view to the amelioration of the character and 
condition of the superior orders. -I conceive the best way of im
proving the character and condition of the Buperior orders would be 
to ICftvc open to their H.rubiiion some of the higher and more lucrative 
offices of the Govcrnment, ::md to allow them to pal'ticipate as much 
1l.S possible in the administratioll of their own country; it may not 
be politic to allow them to hold the highest departments, which, 
I conceive, should ILlwa,YH be tllled by Europeans. 

5297. '1'0 what departlll!'nt~ 'do you [1,llude ?-The judicial. and 
j'evcnue; from thc chief political offices I should always exclude 
them. 

5298. Did you say the highel' or the highc~t ?-In thc hIghest I 
wouIn not rccolllmend their employment; those, I thinl" must alwa;ys 
bo in thc possession of Europenm;. By permitting- the natives to 
fiU a few of the high sittl>],tiom;, WP 1'111111 grl1du[llly l'n.ise a native 
aristocracy of our own, who, being indebted to our Government, will 
feel an iut.erest in maintaining it, bei~g sensible that they would be 
the lirst to suffer by allY revolution; they would then consider the 
securi~~f theit own fortunes identified with the safety of the 
GoverI~nt. 

5299. How do they i'tand affected to our Government now?
"rhe cxclusion of natives from all offices and places of trust. except. 
the subordinate ones, has a tendency to produce a deterion,tion of 
character:'1 In this resped they sensibly feel the consequences of 
foreign~, all the paths'of honourable ambition being shut against 
them, and it may be feared that discontent will increase so .that we 
m9.Y eventually become extremely unpopUlar. Indeed, I conceive 
that a generoJ disaffection migh.t be expected to take place, were it 
not for the sense generally entertl1iAed of the good faith of the 
Company's government, its regar~ for the rights of persons. and 
property, and its strict a.ttention to the religious custOIllS and 
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prejudices of its subjeots. Hence, though there is little attachment 
to our ~e, and no great interest in its stability, there is a. general 
feeling of respect, and a thorough confidence in the integrity of the 
English character, whi<.1h, supported by the fidelity of our native 
troops, forms the chief support of our tenure in India. 

5300. You consider that their feelings are at present those of a 
conquered and degraded people ?-I conceive very much so. 

530J. Are you of opinion that any improvemont in the circum
stances of tho people has yet been effected by our government?
I am afraid that the nature of our government is not calculated for 
much improvemcnt. The natives enjoy undcr our sway more security 
of propedy and person, and they suffcl' less oppression and less 
exaction than under the nativc rule. tThey havc generally, also, an 
incorrupt and impartial administration of justice, though, I am sorry 

"to say, a very tardy and expemive one";lbut I conceive the degradation 
b.1l'eady advertcd to tends very mueIl'to check improvement. The 
nature of our govcrnment is, in fact, adverse to improvement. Its 
officers frmll the Court oi Directors here, and ironi the Governor 
and Council in India, ilownwaril~, arc constantly fluctuating. Partial 
and limited experience is no sooner acquired than a change takes 
place before it can be brought into effectual opel'l1tion. Plans of 
improvement are followed for 11 time, and then relinquished under a 
new Chairman of the Court of Directors, a new Governur-General, or 
a new administmtor of the revenue; these frequent revolutions, by 
flood and field, occasion, in my opinion, a vl1cillation in the ad· 
ministrl1tion of affairs extremely injurious to the interests of the 
community in India. 

5442. The Committee ha\'e no further question to put to you, but 
would be glad to know whether there are any suggestions you would 
makc on any topics which have 01' have not been touched npon?
I am not prepared to oiler to the COl11l11ittee an,\' suggesti.uns, further 
than to J'ecommend, I1S fRor I1S [ am able to do, the expediency of 
ruaking throughout om territflriG8 the land assessment as light as 
the finances of go\'erl1luent will admit. but above all to fix the limit 
of the field assessment, as the onl) ~ure means of affurding protection 
to the ryot and providing against mal, administration. ~l1d' I pre
sume to be the grand secret for the good government and the 
maintenance of tran'luillity in India. 

54,·13. Upon the whole the Committee are to understand that 
the more you have seen of the natives, the better your opinioll of 
them? -I have always formed 11 good opinion of the native character 
generally; I think they will bear an advantageous comparison with 
t.he natives of any country in the world. 
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Evidence of Major. General SIR L.·SMITH, K.C.B. 

5481. You have had a great deal of experience, enabling you to 
know the character of native officers 1'-1 have. 

5482. You have had also great means of kllowing what European 
officers have done 1'-1 ha.ve. 

5488. Speaking of the conduct of both deliberately, what is your 
opinion of the comparison ?-I think, generally speaking, native 
officers are 011 all questions of evidence, and certainly in reference to 
their own customs and laws, infinitely more to be depended upon tha.n 
European officers. 

5600. What is your 'opinion of the moral character of the nllitives 
of India generally?-I think, considering the disadvantages they have 
beon under many years-not those of Bombay, but those above the 
Gbauts, where they have had formerly a vcry vicious government
they are a very good people, and in my opinion they have becn greatly 
belied by all those who have written about thum. 

5601. Are they a cruel people ?-By no means; all their chiefs 
were of rude military habits: which made the body of the people what 
Lhey were, rude and violent, but they are eOlsentially a good people; 
and where they have taken to cultivation, they are one of the most 
quiet, orderly, people I have ever lived amongst. In my own canton· 
ment I had generally before the war upwards of 80,000 followers, s.nd 
for four ycars we had only four capital CrImes; what the punishments 
were I do not know, for wc sent them to the Peishwa, we had not 
then any eriminalbw of our own; I do not belieye there nre many 
parts of Europe which could boa~t of such absence of crime. 

G616. What do you think woultl be Lhc effect on puLlic fceling of 
gi ving the natives a power of decjding 011 the crimes committed by 
Christian'! ?-I think the Europeans' in general at first would be 
displeased at it. There iH a tone, of course in proportion as they are 
ignorant of the' natives, of superior feelings-a superiority which 
porhapnould make them shrink from coming into closc contact with 
them in the exercise of ~uch duties, but that ought to be done away; 
and it is to give them a beginning, and make the Europeans COllle in 
contact wore with the people of the country, that I think the grelttost 
good may be done to the country. They would resist a little, I think, 
at first; some of them are very haughty, some of them dislike na.tives, 
but do that away by bringing them together by law, and o~le party 
will feel himself more respectable, and both in the end be satisfied. 

5618. Would there be any ieeIing on the part of Europeans in 
acting with natives on this service ? ..... Perhaps at first they would 
objecir, in proportion as some men ind it very difficult to conqu~r old 
tastes and prejudices; 1>hc greatest fault of Buropeans in India is tha.t 
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they lLre a. little too lLristocratica.1 or' distant, and keep aloof from fihe 
natives, ROt. mixing half enough with them. 

5619. Would you' hELve any objection to be tried by a. jury of 
natives ?-No, I Rhould 'Ilot, myself, but I think I am, perhaps, a.n 
exception to Illost. 

5624. You have said that the people generally have -advanced in 
knowledge and intelligence during the last few years ?-Yes, to a 
great degreo. 

13625. Are you spcaking of the whole population of the country? 
-Yes; a school was established in the Deccan before I carue away, 
and I had an immense number of applications to get poor boys in 
from my llatiyc friendR,' and in Bombay it haa been going on for many 
Years, and i~ on a moat beautiful footing on the LancasLel'ian system. 

5626. Do you consider that thc people consider themselves 
degradod by not being admitted into the superior offices ?-1 think 
they must fcel it. 

5627. Is that not likely to increasc with their inercasing in· 
telligence ?-M08t dceidedly, ib mu~t incrmLse. 

5628. How is it to be meL, if that is so ?-Let them participate in 
the administration of the country, I should say. 

£i62g. Should you say it would be Hafer fm' Lhe governmont of this 
country to allow that intelligence to increasc under that feeling of 
separation from the English, or to attempt to identify the natives and 
the English ?-1 thillk the first effect of it will certainly be, that it 
will tend to identif:-: l1nd lUl1ke the people happ:y; I think that the 
ultimate cnd, when yon h:.tYe sllccecdecl in edu<.;ating the large 
proportion of the people, will be th:Lt they must find by ever." 
fLmclioration that 'you call givc tholll, thl1t they !U'e Rtill a distinct and 
degraded pcoplc, llnd if t1ll1,Y clIn fiwl the llH.'an' of dridug you out of 
the country they", ill ,10 iL, 

G6:JO. Can YOll prevent tllt:lr finding out Lhoir hLrel1gth ~-I 
t,hink the cjrctum,tanco is so UI11'l'c(louentccl in the history of ma.u, that 
a handful of for£:Jgl1crs should cbntinue to goverll a country of sixty 
millions, whieh is iashioll[1,bly clIllcd the empirc of opinion, that the 
moment you haye educated then1 they lllllst feel that the effect or 
education will be Lu do aWIl,y with all the prejudices of !i'ie~s and 
religions by which we have hitherto kept the country-the l\IussalUl.a.n~ 
Il,gainst Hindoos, and 80 on; the eJIeet of education will be to expand 
their minds, and show them their vast power. 

/J631. Would not the abolition of the existing disquu.lifications of 
natives, which they feel to be a degradation, anti their participa.tion 
with Europeans in all the advantages of our civil institutions in India., 
be II; material corrective of Huch a tendency arising out of education? 
-For a time, as I have said before, II') doubt it will. 

t A poor Decoani boy from this very region, helped by Mr. J. N. Tats. to 
contillue his education at an English university, was bracketed senior 
wrangler at Cambridge in ] BU9. 



6682. Would it not IdMflify them with British dominion, BJldgivc 
them a common interest in preserVing it, which they do not now feel ? 
-To a. certain extent it might do so. . 

5688. Do you not consider that such iecurities for the attach
ments 01 the inhabitants of Indio. would be both more honourable to 
the country, and more to be permanently depended upon than any 
other attempts to govern India by keeping its natives in darkness and 
ignorance ?-I would decidedly enlighten them as much I\fl pORflible; 
but then you loso the oountry. 

5684. Supposing any rival European Power were to find its WIt,V 
into India, would it not, by holding out tho Itbolition of the existing 
disqualifications of natives, find tho certain means of seducing them 
from their allegiance to us ?-If they can once establish themRelves, 
of eourse it would depend vastly on the Power; thoy lmO"lv thCl'e is no 
European Power like ourR likely to conqubl" the eountry. 

5686. Supposing those disqualifications were removed in time by 
ourselves, would a.ny inducement remain to the people of India to 
prefer the dominion of any other European Power ?-No, I do not 
think any European Power could have any influence with thpm, if we 
use our power properly, by giving them a participation ill the goyern
ment of the country, and promoting education and civiliRation. 

5639, If in the progresfl of time r ndia were to become sufficiently 
instrueted to underRto.nd the prmeiple>l of the Christian religion, and 
to comprehend the nn.tnl'e of government, such as thltt which belong.; 
to the nriti~h C()ll~titutioll, is it your opinion thltt in that state of 
civilisation Indilt would permit itself for any length pf time to be 
governed by tho allthority oC England ?-No, I should say not; 
taking the history of nations, thll.t they would feel the value of 
governing themseh'(,fl; it is Inmlltn nature, I thin!,. that they should. 

5640. Is it not the cltse thll.t in tbat state of civilisation which 
you oontemplate as of advantage. the British dominion in India must 
ruso be contemplated by you as to oease ?·-I have expressly said, 
tho.t I feel the effect of imparting eotucation will be to turn us out of 
the country. 

5641. If thart should take place, are you pl'epo,red to say that 
India~ay not be of more yalue to us than it now is ?-By no 
means; Ameriea has ?een of more value to us separate than as a 
(lolony. 

5642. What portion of the popUlation of India is most attached 
to the British rule, whether the most ignorant or the most intelligent; 
or, in a word, is there any part of India with which you are acquainted 
where the attachment to the British Government is so strong as at 
Bombay?-I should say the most intelligent; I look upon it the 
people of Bombay, who are in~elligent and well educated, have higher 
expectations from those advantages, oiJ.ud look up to Government with 
more "onfidence to derive those aq.vantages j therefore that they lllust 
have stronger exoitement of 10yaJ.ty and affection to Goyemmerft tha.n 
thoBe who are perfechly ignorant. 
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5648. ke the Committee to underata.nd your'opinion flo be, tW 
in pl'oportion a" India oocolnes civilised and instructed, there would 
be a desU:e for independence 1-1 should think there naturally would. 

66U. Even if tha.t inPependence took place, you are not prepared 
to say that India might not be equally valua.ble to England as it now 
is ?-Certainly not; there would not be such a.n outlet for gentle" 
men's sons for appointments and things of that kind, but I should 
think the profit of the r.nuntry would bc as great; there would be none 
of the expense and all the advantages. 



CHAPTEH II 

THE DEGINNING OF THE CENTURY: WHEnE DOES INDIA 

STAND? 

India in a Worse Position To-day than on January 1, 1801. 
A Condescension to ParticularA ; 

(Q) Wealth. 
(b) The Poverty of the 'People. 

A SignijicQr,,/ Confra.st. 

(e) National Indu~trieR. 
(tI) Government tleryico. 
(d Moral, Iniellcctwtl, and Spiritual, Po~ition. 

Appendix: 
How Lascars voyaf'(ing to England \Voultl suffer moral harm 

and Illdia material damage. 

'The arriml in the port of London of Indian produce in Indian
built ships creo.ted 11 sensation among the monopolists which could 
not have been excet'ded if a hostile fleet had appeared iII the Thames. 
The shipbuilders of the port of London took the lead in raising the 
cry of alarm; they declared that their business was on the point 
of ruin, and that the families of all the shipwrights in England were 
certain to be reduccd to starvation. '-TAYLOR'S HiBt01'Y of India, 
p.21G. l ..... 

-- 1801. 1901. 
Lord 'VRLLESLRY, 

Governor • Genera.l. 
Lord CURZON, 

Viceroy and Governor-General. 

WITH the beginning of a new century it may not be 
unsuitable to a.sk and to answer the question 

contained in the heading to this chapter. So 'far a.s 
the present writer is con&erned there can, unhappily, 
be no hesita.tion as to what m'tlst, of necessity. be the 
reply. The question ca.uno~ with any approach' to 

7\1 
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a.eeumoy, be answered save in some such. Ben-tenoe &$ 

this :-:-
India stands in a. terribly worse poaition to-day than 

that which it occupied when the first dawn of 1801 
trembled across the bay of Bengal and flashed upon the 
hilltops on the north-eastern coast of Hindustan. 

It matters not in what direction one looks, so far as 
the material prosperity of the vast mass of the population 
goes, the answer must be seriously adverse in comparison 
with the ancient time. Not now is prosperity, but once 
Was prosperity. In all of a. material character that goes 
to make a prosperous realm, India on January 1,1901, was 
a. greater number of leagues behind India on January 1, 
1801, than I, for one, care to try to count, To finish 
a.ssertion and to come to facts:-

WEALTH. 

One hundred years ago, in spite of the conveyance 
(' convey, the wise it call,' said Shakspeare) of vast 
amounts of ill-gotten wealth by civilians and military 
men and others to England, especially from Bengal 
and Madras, there was still much accumulated wealth 
throughout the continent. Other conquerors before us 
in India. settled in the country; what they stole 
remained in India; they spEmt it or hoarded it in India. 
It might be taken from' Bengal to Delhi, but much of 
it found its way back to Bengal. and Bengalis in high 
office in Delhi had their fair share of what was uI}!Jable. 
Sa.ve in a. few historical instances India's trea.sure wa.s 
not removed from India, and even what was taken was 
not extra.ordinary in amount. N early the whole of the 
wealth remaining in the country a hundred years ago 
has been so drained away that there is now less of 
Popular pecuniary reserve in India than in any civilised 
country in the world. Durin.g the famine of 1900 eo 
completely he.d the reserVeB been exhausted the.t a large 
number of ve,ry ancient coins found their way into 
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cirtmia.tion,' alitd, in 1901, were offered to humismatists in 
Loudon. How terrible the drain has been may be "judged 
'by ~a.rious statements made at div~s times. Notable 
amongst them Montgomery Martin's remarks of nea.rly 
seventy years ago. 'The annual drain of £3,000,000 
from British India,' he said, 'has mounted in thirty 
years, at 12 per cent. (the usual Indian rate) com
pound interest, to the enonuous Sull of .£723,900,000 
sterling.' From that day to this there has been no 
cessation in th~ flow. More: with every year it ha.s 
increased until the stream which in 1830 wa.s regarded 
as almost beyond control, has increased teniold, and has 
become altogether beyond control. It is true the area 
drained is larger now than then, but the proportion of 
wealth annually taken is far greater. During the closing 
ten years of the nineteenth century it became beyond 
control, to the extent of involving more than half the 
cultivators in the Empire in almost irremediable debt; 1 

it has turned the moneylender into the real lord and 
sovereign of India, while twenty millions of patient, 
suffering, excellent, people have died prematurely from 
want of food and from the diseases occasioned by privation 
and from plague. During the last thirty years of the 
century the average drain cannot have been far short of 
£30,000,000 per year, or, in the thirty years, £900,000,000. 
not reckoning interest! Against this great and forcible 
withdrawal, forcible by economic'law in the first instance, 
by British might in the second, is to be set the money 
loaned v,. England to India for warlike purposes and public 
works, only a small portion of which has been wealth
creating to an appreciable extent, so far as the masses of 
the people are concerned, and the sum total of which does 
not compare with the draJn to Engla.nd. And, further, 
all of it has to be repaid some day. It may, in another 
chapter, be possible to strike the bala.nce, although only 
a.pproximately, between th~ tw~ sides of the a.cconnt, 

1 In the Bombay Pteaidency, aooordiJlg 'kI the lhodonnell Fa.mine OQ1n., 
mission Rep()rt, four-fifths of the Qultiva.tors a.r:e il!4ebttd. 

7 



but the very best tha.t can be ~hO;wn 'willle8V~ an ~tnO&t 
unthiIik&ble ·deficit on India's side, _ de'licit only re,alis
able as it may be brought to bear yea.r by year on 
the existing population, and thus carned to the individual 
home. The argument applied to the individual Indian 
will be found developed at greater length ~lsewhere. 
Here, it can only btl stated in outline. That India is not 
far from collapse is proved by 'the frequent famines now 
prevailing and the ominous fact that although, even 
in the worst of years-the years 1900 and 1901-:iCnough 
food was grown to feed the people, the people. 'b. ad not 
the wherewithal to buy the food which would ha.ve kept 
them alive, and. obtaining which, with their own means, 
they would have retained their homes and not have lost 
their families and their few possessions. The present 
Secretary of State (Lord George Hamilton) has made the 
expression, that the recent famines are famines of money 
and not of food, a part of current historical phraseology. 
It is not, however, an accurate statement, !:lave to a very 
limited extent. There would not be food enough for all 
the people, nor anything like food enough, were a favour
able response given to the Christian's prayer: • Give us this 
day our daily bread.' My information and calculations 
lead me to express the opinion that if provision were 
made for as much to be eaten as is needed for health, 
three-fourths of the country, for at least three months in 
the year, would be on short rations and many millions of 
people on none at all. Speaking in general terms, India, 
at the beginning of this century, has no wOl'ki~fJapital : 
ail her working capital has, under a mistaken system of 
government, been drained to anotner country, and she is, 
in herself, wholly resourceless, as resources go among 
modern nations. She cannot recuperate herseU from 
herself in existing conditions. 

THE POVERTY 9P THE PEOPLE. 

If the foregoing rema.rks be susta.ina.ble, it foQ,ows tha.t 
now there is vastly much more requirement , of the 
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necessari,es of Iifeamong the people than' was the case 
a hundred years ago. Statistics for 1801; 'by which an 
eX8JCt comparison can be made, are not ava.ila.ble. On-e 
of the witnesses at the inquiry which . preceded , the 
renewal of the Charter in 18~3, said 1:_ 

'It may be asked if the labourer of India is placed 
on a par with the labourer of Europe. In India, within 
our own provinces, it may be said there is no distress 
except in times of scarcity; and since we ha.ve ensured 
to the merchant the unrestricted sale of his grain, prices 
have adapted themselves to the productiveness of the 
crops, and there has been no scarcity or famine similar 
to what was known when the grain merchant wa.s forced 
to sell his grain at whatever price the Governm.ent of the 
country was pleased to dictate. In India the lahourer 
of our provinces has no difficulty in maintaining himself 
and his family with independence without resorting to 
tho charity of the public, and we know the reverse to be 
the case in our native country.' 

Here, too, are rough means by which the grave de
cadence of the past twenty years lllay be apprehended;

In 1880: 'There remain forty millions of people who 
go through life on insufficient food.'-Sir W. W. Hunter 
at Birmingham. 

In 1898: The Pioneer SUIllS up Mr. Grierson's facts 
regarding the various sections of the population in Gaya, 
and remarks that the conclusion is by no means 
encouraging. ';Briefly, it is that all the persons of the 
labourins- classes, and ten per cent. of the cultivating 
and artisan classes, or forty-five per cent. of the total 
population, are insufficiently clothed, or insufficiently fed, 
or both. In Gaya district this would give about a tnillioD 
persons without sufficient means of support. If we assume 
that the circumstances of Gaya are not exceptionaJ-;--and 
there is DO reason for thinking otherwjse-it follows tha.t 
nea.rly one hundred millionS- of people in British India. 

tilt. Wood, p. sao, '4iiMr8 Q1 th&Ea,st india. Oompo.ny,' 1888 (<<a-I!.) •... 
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!lire l~ying'in extreme poverty.' The whole of the a.l'ticle' 
from· which this passage is taken is quoted la.ter. 

In 1901: 'The poverty and suffering of the people are 
such as to defy description. In fact, for nea.rly fifteen 
years there has been a continuous jam;ine in India owing 
to high prices.' Thus, on May 16, 1901, wrote an Indian 
Publicist of ripe experience and wide knowledge. 
CSince Sir Willia.m Hunter's remarks were made the 

population has increased (or is alleged to have increased) 
by nearly thirty millions. Meanwhile the income of the 
Empire has greatly decreased during this period. Where
fore this follows: that if, with the same income, in 1880 
forty millions were insufficiently fed, the additional 
millions cannot have had, cannot now have, enough to 
eat; this, again, ensues :-

40,000,000 plus, suy, 30,000,000, make 70,000,000; and 
there ar,e this nmnber of cont'inually hungry people in 
British! India at the beginning of the twentieth century. 

That' is my own estimate, made several months ago, 
and, l' 'e all my estimates, is too conservative; for it 
will" ve been observed that the Pioneer, the ever-ready 
apo gist for British rule in India, eight years ago put the 
B tish people who are living in extreme poverty' at 

e hundred millions." ') 
. ) 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES. 

These have been ruthlessly destroyed, and, during the 
earlier part of the century, destroyed without any pretence 
at concealment of the circumstance that English in
dustries were to be ·benefited by the destruction. 'rhe 
passage quoted at the head of this chapter furnishes a 
notable illustration. A hundred years ago shipbuilding 
.was in so excellent a c'ondition in India that ships .could 
be (and were) built which sailed to the Thames in • company with British-built. ship !it and under the convoy 
of Britiah frigates. The G()Vemor-General in 1800, 
~eparting to his :i:n.ast-ers in LeadenhaJl Street, Lo~don, 
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aaid: ~ Tbe port of Calcutta. contains about 10,000 tons 
of ~hipping, built in India, of a. description calcula.ted for 
the conveya.nce of ~argoes to England.' I The teakwood 
vessels of Bombay were greatly superior to the 'oaken 
walls of old England.' Let note be taken of this testi. 
mony:;z:-

It is certain that our present policy prevents us availing ourselves 
of all thc advantages which our Indian possessions are capable of 
producing. Perhaps the time is not yet arrived whcn this question 
can be calmly, impartially, and without prejudice, discussed. Nations 
are slower than individuals in ascertaining their real interests, and 
it is only lately, notwithstanding that we have acknowledged the 
scarcity of timber at home for shipbuilding, that we have endeavoured 
to avail ourselves of the valuable productions of the forests of India. 

In Bombay alone, two ships of Llw line, or one ship and two 
frigates. can be produced to thp. British navy every eighteen months. 
The docks at Bombay are capable of containing ships of anJ force. 

Situated as Bombay is, between the forests of Malabar and 
Gujarat. she receives supplies of timber with every wind that blows. 
Flax of a good quality is also the produce of our territories in India. 
It is calculated that eyory ship in the navy of Great Britain is 
renewed eyery twelve years. It is well known that teakwood. built 
ships last fifty years and upwards. Many ships Bombay-built, after 
running fourteen or fiftecn years, have been bought into the navy 
and were considered as strong as ever. The Sir Edward Hu!!hell 
performed, I believe, eight voyages as ·8on Indiaman before she was 
purchased for the navy. No Europe-built Indiaman is capable: of 
going more than six voyage~ with safety. 

Ships built at Bomba.y also are executed by one·fciurth cheaper 
than in the docks of England. 

Let the result of these obseryations be reduced to calculation, and 
the advantages will be evident. 

Every eighteen months two ships·or.the.line can be adfted to the 
British navy, four in three years, and in fifteen years twenty ships-of. 
the·line. Thus in fifteen years we should be in po~session of a tll'\et 

, Again: 'From the quantity of private tonnage now at command in the 
port of Calcuttu" from the. state of perfection which the a,rt of shipbuilding 
has ah;ee.dy attained in Bengal (promising a stillmore l'apid progress, and 
supported by abundant and increasing supplies of timber), it is certain that 
this port will a.lways be able to furnish. tonn.a.ge, to whatever extent may be 
required, for conveying to the port Gf London the trade of the priva.te 
British merchants of Bengal.'-4OTd WeUesley, in 1800. 

,; • Considerations on the Affairs of India, written in the year l811,' bf, 
Lieutenant·Colonel A. WlIolker. H. L., 1858 (445-VI.), p. S16.· • 



wbich would last ruty yea.rs. The Englilh·built ships reqUirlng ." 
be renewed every twelve years, the expense is quadruple. BuPPOIj6, 
therefore, a ship built in England to cost £100, in fifty yClJ.rs it would 
cost .£400, but as a ship of equal force to last-the same period would 
cost in India. only .£75 of the Bum, the difference in favour of India. 
built ships would be £325 per cent. 

Say that a ship.of.the.line in its original cost is .£100,000. 

Four times renewed 
A Bombay ship ... 

Saving 

£. 
.•• 400,000 

75,000 

. .. .£825,000 

This ca.\culation is excessive, but it is chosen to show how mttch 
may be !laved, even although one.half llIay be erroneous. 

,V ere it not for our numerous capture~ we should probably ha.ve 
had some difficulty in keeping our navy complete. Ha.s it been 
found that the number of prizes brought into our ports has dimi· 
nished the demand for our own ships; or has it had the effect of 
producing any of those consequences which jealousy imputes to our 
Indian·built shipping? 

The docks that lw,ve recently been constructed at Bombay, under 
the superintendence of Major Cooper of the Enginpers, are elegant 
specimens of architecture, and excite universal ltdmiratioll. They are 
c.l1pable of containing vesHe]s of any force. 

In Bengal, Prince of 'Vales Island, and other maritime stations, 
excellent ships may be constructed, and the number Illay be increased 
to a much greater extent than the above estimate; but the estimate 
has been purposely confined to Bombay, which is furniahed with 
docks, and the ships are there constructed with more advantage than 
anywhere else; and it is our grand naval arsenal in India. 

Of course no heed was given to such wise counsel. 
Nor, were opportunity to offer for India to-day to render 
like service to the Empire at large, would it receive any 
greater favour. • 

To mention the above is to show, as by a lightning flash 
on a dark night, how far, industrially, with the sole excep
tion of the spinning and weaving of cotton by stel1IU 
machinery in Bombay, the India of Lord Cur~on is 
behind the India of Lord Wellesley. As, again and 
again, I have wandered thrpugh ihe records of obscurant 
administration in India during. the past century, growjng 
more and more woeful as ' instance upon instance forced 



upon me the untea.chability of the Anglo·Indian ciriUlrll, 
scaroelyanything has struck me more forcibly tha.n the 
manner in which the Mistress of the Seas in the Western 
World has stricken "to death the Mistress of the Seas in 
the Eltst. Statistics for the beginning of the century are 
not available-to me at least; I can only learn about 
India that which is permitted to appear in Blue Books 
and in works written about India-official generally. 
But from the Statistical Abstracts I gather these signi
ficant facts :-

1857. 
Indian (entered and cleared) ... 
British and British.Indian " 

1898-99. 
Iudian (entered and cleared) ... 
British and British·Indian .. 
Foreign 

Vessels. 
34,286 
59,441 

2,302 
6,219 
1,166 

Tonnage 
1,219,958 
2,475,472 

138,033 
7,685.009 
1,297,604 

1,1hat is to say, the Indian tonnage in 1898-90, compared 
with British and foreign in 1857. is one-seventieth of 
the whole trade now against one-half then. And, from 
Mr. O'Conor's report on the trade of India for 1899-1900, 
which carries the figures a year later than the above, I 
take the following funereal comment on the extinction 
of Indian shipping:-

Native cra,ft continues to decline:-

1898-99 
1899-1900 

No. 
2,302 
1,676 

Tons. 
133,033 
109,813 

As for Indian manufactures genervlly) on the theories 
prevalent early in the nineteenth century, they were 
deliberately throttled. The circumstance that the British 
authorities acted in accordance with the teaching of the 
times is a plea which is barred by the principle on which 
we held the country. The stop' I am about to tell throws 
a. curious light on our. frequent professions that we 
re~ain in India for the c good of the Indian people 
first, and for a.ny benefit to ourselves next. 'No Govern-



ment ever m&nU6steU, pernaps. a. more (lonsuan".~ueltune 
to prGmote the welfare of a people; and it is with satis~ 
faction and with pride that I can bear an almost utiqua.li~ 
fied testimony in its favour.' Thus Mr. St. George 
Tucker, a Director of the East India Company, who, 
immediately, proceeds to make his own eulogy ridiculous 
by sUbstituting a statement of fact for a. flight of fancy. 
He said:-

On the other hand, what is the commercial policy which we ha"e 
adopted in this country in reJ!\tion with India? The silk manu· 
factures, and its piece goods ma.de of Bilk and cotton intermixed, have. 
long sinoe been excluded altogether from our markets; and, of late, 
partly in consequence of the operation of a duty of 67 per cent., but 
chiefly from the effect of superior machinery, the cotton fabrics which 
heretofore constituted the staple of India, have not only been 
displaced in this .country, but wc (\ctually export our cottOll manu· 
factures to supply a part of i,he cOllsumption of our Asiatic pas· 
sessions.' 

'Va compelled India to take onr goods either with no 
import, or with a merely nominal import, duty. How we 
treated Indian articles appears from what Mr. Tucker says 
in the preceding paragraph, but the testimony of Mr. 
Rickards,'"' may be cited. He remarks;--

The duties on many articles of Bast India produM arc also enol'· 
mously high, apparently rated an no fixed principle, and without 
regard to market price. For example :--

AloeR, subject to 11 duty of from 70 to 280 per cent. 
Assl1frntida 2a3 ,,622 " 
Cardamnim; ,. 150 " 266 
Coffce 105 .. 373 
Pepper 200 " ·100 
Sugar ., 1:14 " 393 
Tea 6 ,,100 " 

. The rates of «uty imposed on Indian iIuportR into Britain, 
when compared with the cxemption from duty of British staples into 
India (cotton goods being subject to a duty of only 2t per ceut.), 
constitute an importa.nt fea.ture in the present question .• Indians 

_______ L _______ _ 

1 Ji'rom a letter to Mr. Huskisson, writt:n in 1828. 'Memorials of Indian 
Government.' Riohard Bentley,l.868,,,. 494. 

~ Report Selec\ Committee, Eaat Indi-IioCoropany,lS81. Appendix, p.liS1. 
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within the CotnpMly'ajurlildloti~n, like English, Scotch, or It'i.Iih,'&re 
equ1lilly subjects of the British Govemllulll1i. To make invidious dill
tinctiOlls, favouring one class but oppressing a.nother, aU being 
subjects of the same cmpire, cannot be reconciled with the principles 
of justice; and whilst British import~ into India. are thus so highly 
favoured, I know that Tndo-British subjects feel it a great grievance 
tha.t their commodities when imported into lj:ngland should be SO 

enormously taxed. 

The following charges on cotton manufactures III 18]3 
are significant:-

Flowered or stitched muslins of white calicoes 
(for every £100 of value) 

And further ditto ditto 
('ll!icoes and dimitiC'H 
And further ditto 
CotLuIl, raw (per 100lhs.l 
Cotton, manufnctured ditto ... 

(litto 

Articles of manufacture of cotton, wholly or ill 
part made up, not otherwise charged with duty 
(for every £100 of value) ... 

Hnir 01' goat'R wool, manufacture.., of. pel' cent .... 
Lacquered ware, per rcnt. . .. 
Mats und matting, per ccnt. 
Oil of Aniseed, per cent. 
Oil of Cocoo.nut, per ton 
Tea, in 1814, custom and excise 

.£ B. d. 
32 9 2 
11 17 () 
81 2 11 

3 19 2 
o 16 11 

Bl 2 11 

:12 9 2 
84 6 3 
Bl 211 
84 6 3 
84 6 :3 
84 8 3 
96 0 0 

These burdensome chargeR were subsequently removed, but 
only after the export trade in them had. temporarily or 
permanently, been deRtroyed. The manufacturing indus
tries which have been establishpd during the century will 
be found de"lcribed in some detail in the chapter on The 
Resources of India-\Vho Possess Tlwm? When, how
ever, all has been considered and allowed for, it remains 
that, practically, in the clash of machinery in the million 
llJld more of the world's workshops to-day there is no 
contribpting sound from India, a British country. One
fifth of the people of the world, in an age of mechanical 
production, take no recpgnis~ble part in manufacture 
by machinery. Once they. occupied a. respectable mmu
facturing and exporting position; now they have no posi-
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tion as lIuch save m: the Western Presidency. a.nd there 
side by side with the most poverty-stricken of ·a.ll the 
agricultural regions in India. 

GOVERNMENT SERVICE. 

In 1801 a large part of India had not come under 
British domination: it was not indeed until nea,rly fifty 
years later that the Lawrences and others of their day 
began the' settlement' of the region of the Five Rivers. 
With what disastrous result a previous 'Rettlement' 
in the North-'\Vestern Provinces was arranged the 
Pioneer's description of the settlement of Gurgaon 
by John Lawrence will tell.! A hundred years I\go 
the many Indian Courts provided positions of influence, 
honour. emolument, which gave Rcope to the proper 
ambition of thousands of able men, benefited tens of 
thousands of families, and produced, by the lavish expendi
ture of the resources of the country in the COlmtry, a 
widespread prosperity and personal contentment. Wars, 
it is true, now and then occurred; acts of rapine and 
cruelty were not unknown. But for ten persons affected 
by snch incidents ten thousand persons were unaffected, 
while variety of service and occupation were open in a 
vast number of directions; these, by the opportunities 
they provided, more than counter-balanced the injustice 
which was but occasional. In all parts of their own land, 
save that alrea~y under British domination, Indians of a 

• (lurgaon was, in 1877. a district with nearly 700,000 inhabitants. 
From 1887 (Lord Lawrepoe-then Mr. Lawrencc--being Settlement Officer) 

the district has been steadily rack-l·ented. 
In 1877 the rents werc raised. 
Rains fn.i1ed, crops were ruined, the Govemment demand was nevertheless 

exacted, with these oonsequences, as officially admitted:-
At the end of five years it was found thjl.t 80,000 people had died; 150,000 

head of c&ttle had perished; 2,000,000 rupees of debt, to pay the Gbvernment 
rents, incurred; the people were e~a.cia.ted, Rnd unl\ble to rel\p a good crop 
when it came. _. 

Mr. S. S. Thorburn, e~.Oommissioner in the PaDjab, S&ys the first effect 
of the British oocupa.tion of the Banja" was over-assessment, Md, referring 
apeoi&I1y to Gurga.on, l-ema.dca, • II.t first iinorantly over·a.ssessM· by 01.' 



hundred Yf3ars a.go could become that for which their p~ .. , 
80nal brsivery and intellectual acumen fitted them. E'very 
civilised country requires a certain number of high offi
cials: where now Europeans occupy important positions, 
Indians were then at the top of the tree. l In a phrase, 

t In !, Asia. .!1oJld..E.urolt~/ by Meredith TO)Y!l~en4-.l?ub1ished by Archibald 
Constl1.bleand Co., Ltd:, Welltminster, the following observa.tions on thill 
point ooour:-

, It is the active classes who have to be considereu, lind to them our rule 
is not, and cannot be, 1\ rule without prodigious drnwba.cks. One of these, 
of which they are fully oonscious, is the gradual deoayof much of which 
they were proud, the slow dea.th, which even the Europeans peroeive, of 
Indian art, India.n culture, Indian military spirit. Architecture, engineer
ing, literary skill, ILre 11.11 perishing out, so perishing that Anglo-IRdians 
doubt whethel' IrKlians have the capacity to be ILrchitects, though they built 
Benares; or engineerR, though they dug the ILrtificio'] lakes of Ta.njore; or 
poets, though the people sit for hours or d!\ys listening to rhapsodists as 
they recite poems, whioh move them as Tennyson certainly does not move 
our common people. Another is, that the price or what they think imperfect 
justice is that ibey shall noyer right themselves, never enjoy the luxury of 
vengelLnce, never even protect their person!1i (liA'nity !tnd honour, about 
which they arc ag sensitive lIS Prllssian otliccrs. They m!>..)" not m'en kill 
their wives for going astray. And thE· l"st antI gre!\tpst one of all is the 
totlLl loss of the intflrestin~ness of life. 

,It would be hard to expllLin to the aVCl'ILge EngJishmrtn how interesting 
Indian life must have been before our llllvent; how completely open wa.s 
every ca.reer to the bold, the enterprising, or the ambitious. The wb )1e 
continent WltS open !\~ rt prize to the strong. }lothing was st·t.tled in fact or 
in opinion except that the descendant, of Timour the Lame were entitled to 
a.ny kind of aseendcllcy they eouhl get find ke~p. No one not of the great 
Tartl\r's blood pretended to the univorsl\l throne, but with that exception 
every prize wa.s open to ILny man who hnd in himself the needful force. 
SaOl'os of sub-thrones were, AO to spenk, in the m[lrket. A brigand. for 
Sivaje~ was no better, became. a mighty soyereign. A herdsman built a 
monarchy in Baroda. A body-serv'lIlt founded th(' dynnsty of Scindia.. 
A corporal cut hie wI,y to the independent crown of M),80ro. The first 
Nizam was only all ollice!' of the Emperor. l1nnjeet 8ingh'~ father was 
what Europeans would call a prefect. There were literally hundreds who 
founded principalities, thousandH of their potential rivals, thousands more 
who sucoeeded a little lesq grandly, conquered estates, or became high 
officers under tho new princes. Eaoh of these men ba.d bis own chStracter 
Stnd his own renown among his countrymen, and each enjoyed St posuiou 
such StS is now unattainable in Europe, in which he was relee.aed from I.s.w, 
could indulge his own fa.noies, bad or good, and was fed every da.y and Boll 
day with the special fla.ttery of Asio.-tl'l"e.t willing submissiveness to mere 
volition which is 80 like adoratiorl: and wbich is to its recipients the mOllt 
intoxicating of delights, Each, tOOl ha.d his court of rollowers, and every 
courtier sharer! in thl' power, the luxury, and the adl1la.tion a.ccruing to his 



~be meaBure of Indian degra.dation "'C;>W, &8 compa):~a with 
then, may be thus expressed :-' 

Not one Indian, du,ring a whole century, has occupied a 
seat in the Supreme, or Presidency: 01' Provirwial, Eu
ctdive Councils, 1wr in the Sflcretar!J of State's Council 
in E?~gland. 

It is true there has only been an average of about one 
hundred and fifty millions of people in British India 

lord. The power was that of life and death; the luxury included possession 
of every woman he dlll!ired; the adulation was, as I have said, almost 
religious worship. Life was full of dramatic change~. The aspirant who 
pl~aBed a great man rOS6 to fortune at a baund. The adventurer whose 
band performed IUl act of daring was on his road to be a satrap. Anyone 
'vbo ooul.1 do anything for .. the State "-that is for any ruler-build a 
temple, or furnish an army with supplies, or dig a tank, or lend gold to the 
Conrt, beoame Itt once a greaL man, honoured of all classes, practically 
exempt from Ia.w, I\nd able to influence the greltt cnn-cnt of affairs. Jilven 
the timirl had the cbance, and, as Finance !lIiniMter, farmerij of taxes, 
controllers of religious establishments, found for tbemselves great places in 
the land. POl' all this which we have extinguished we offrr nothing in 
retunl, nor can we offer anythinp;. \Vc can give place, and, for reasons 
sta.ted elsewhere, it will be greedily accepted, but place is not power under 
our system, nor can we give whlLt an Asiatic considers power-the right to 
make volitIOn executive; the right to crush an enemy and reward a friend; 
tbe right, above all, to be free from that burden of external laws, mOl'll.l 
duties, and responsibilities to others with which Europeans ba\'e loaded life. 
We cannot even let It Viceroy be the ultimate appellate court, and right any 
!ega.1 wrong by supreme fiat-a failure wbich seems to Indians, who think 
the Sovereign sbould represent God, to irnpail' even our moral claim to rule. 
This interestingness of life was no doubt purchased at tbe price of much 
danger and suffering. The Sovereign, the favourite, or the noble, could Cll.Bt 

down as ea8ily as they raised up, !lnd intrigue against the successful never 
onded. Tbe land was full of violenoe. Private war was universal. The 
great protected thl!lnBeh·e~ against assassination as vigilantly as the Russian 
Emperor does. Thc danger from invasion, insurrection, and, above all, 
mutiny, never ended. I question, however, if these circumstances were 
even considered drawba~s. Tbey were not so considered by the upper 
classes o.f Europe in the Middle Ages, and those upper classes were not 
tranquilised,like their rivals in India, by a sincere belief in fate. I do not 
find that Texans hate the wild life of Te1as, or that Spanish-spea.ldug 
America,ns think the persona.! security which the domina.nce of the English
speaJting Americws would assure to theill is any compensation tor lOBS of 
Independence. I firmly believe that to the immense majority of the aotive 
Olo.cflfli Of India. the old time wa6'11. happy time; that they dislike our rille 
as mu.ob for the leaden order it pkoduceIPas for its foreign character; and 
they wOllia weloome 110 return of the olli disorders if they broughi baqk ~th 
thDm the old vividnllSs, and. so to'speak, roma.noe of life.' 



thro~hout this period, and that ;number of human being~ 
MAX never ho.ve produced one mn.n fit for such a. position 
a.nywhere in the world. Yet, in the Feudatory States
so far as Residentia~ control would permit, which was not 
very far-some of the finest administrators of the century 
in any country have arisen, men who may be matched, so 
far as opportunity served, with the le'ading statesmen· of 
any European country or .the United States 9f America. 
The men to whom I refe'r, with a very few exceptions, 
were subordinate officers in the British service, and, but 
for the chance given by the Feudatory States, would never 
have risen higher than a Deputy Collectorship. In Sir 
Salar Jung, Sir l\!adhava Row, Sir Dinkar Row, Sir K. 
Seshadri Aiyar, and many other Indian administrators, 
were founu instruments wllleh in the old days of faith 
(days now, alal:>! uestroyeu for Anglo-Saxondom by Impe
rialism so-called) would have been regarued as Provi
dential provisions to solve the difficulties in the way of a 
true and righteous goverRmcllt of Indin.. Compare Sir 
Salar Jung's administmtion with that of the British 
Provinces. As against the interference of the Hesident 
and the friction caused by the retention of the Berars, 
(although each of the articles of the treaty had been or 
would be complied with-powerful hindrances thest~ to 
successful work-) must be placed the force of one lllind 
continuously acting towards a given end. r:!.'his gave Sir 
Salar Jung and all other native-Indian statesmen, in their 
respective spheres, a l)ower the greatness of which may 
easily be overlooked. -What llord Salisbury has said of 
the rule of India in its higher ranks, that it was 'a 
government of incessant changes' -(' It is,' he added, { the 
despotism of a line of kings whose reigns arc limited by 
clima.tic causes to five years ');-may be said also of British 
rule in little. After making full allowance for continuity 
of policy, Sir Salar Jung's achievements rank before those 
of any administrator with like. duties and opportunities 
which India, has known. 'Take·this series of comparisons 
prepared by me sixteen year~ ago :-



0:-0. LUD Rtvmtu:z COI,l.EC~. 

The Nizam', Dominion •. 
Rs. 

Collected in 1853 ... 64 ,85 ,OilS 

" 
in 1881 ... 1,88,40,861 

Increase ...... Rs.1,18,55,763 
p _. 

Percentage of increa.se 260 per 
cent. 

TIte B'r'itif1t Inf1lian BmpiT6. 
£ 

Collecteu in 1853 ... 16,100.000 
" in 1881 ... 21,860,000 

Incrc8.se ......... £5,650,000 
vn 

Percentage of increase less tha.n 
25 per. cent. 

INCREASE OF REVENUE. 

Sir Salar Jung's la.st year of office compa.red with his firet shows:-

1853. Rs. I 1881-82. Rs. 
Total revenue ............ 68,01,130 Tot<Ll r'lVenue ......... 3,U,40,538 

Or an increase of 357'84 per cent. This was the result of unre
mitting care and consideration, comLined with thc exercise of the 
often disunited qualities of prudence awl stonewall firmness.' Tn 
this unique combination of qualities the late!:)ir Salar Jung stands 
head and shoulders l1bove hi~ contempomries -Anglo-Indian a.nd 
Indian. 

CO~T m' COLLECTION OF CUSTO~IS UEVENUE. 

The Niza,m't Donwnio1!s. I The BeraTB.' 
!ls. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

A vcrage per cent. ...... 6 7 3 Ayerage per cent. ... 45 14 [) 

Or seven times higher! 

HEVENUE COMPARISONS. 

The Nizam'll Domtniol1s. 
Us, 

Revenue in 1853... 68,01,130 
" in 1881 .: .. 3,11,40,658 

Inorease ...... Rs.2,43,39,528 

Increase nearly 857'84 per cent. 

The British indian Empirt. 
£ 

Revenue in 1853 ...... 28,610,000 
" in 1881 ...... 68,370,000 

Increase ......... £39,760,000 

Increase 230 per cent. 

r The condition in H.H.'s distriots and in the Berars are exa,ctly the 
lIame, or should be. seeing the territories join each other, The ~J:penlive 
Iiodministration Qf the Bllra.rs, a.nd the consequent withholding of profit 
reW\llues from the Nizam, has 10118 been known to a.11 acqua.inted with 
lndi&tl affairs. It is a. tranSa.etiOB which! if it \vere the other way about, 
would dra.w from lllng1i1lh publio m~ oom.ments ooncerning • or!ental 
perAdy' which would be unplu·Ua.menwy in their vigour. 



:~ 'PMSPEBOtJS' BRlTimi INDIA ' 

.ItwiU proba.bly be sa.id that Sir SeJar Jung did all .this 
so ·weU ·beca.use he followed the BritiSh plan. Granted. 
I am not contending for the overthrow of British rule, 
but for its being remodelled in such a way as may bring 
satisfaction to the Indian mind and prosperity to the 
country. '¥hat denial of service has meant in the loss 
to India of men who could wisely and well ha.ve adminis
tered her affairs may be judged by what Ranjitsinghi ha.s 
done in cricket against the best batsmen of England and 
Australia; by what Paranjpe, Balak Ram, Chatterjee, and 
the brothers Cama have done at Cambridge University 
against intellectual athletes from all parts of Britain; 
by what Professor Bose is now doing in electrical science, 
and Dr. Mullick in medical pl'lloCtice. There may be a few 
Indian judges in the High Courts of India-not a dozen 
in all-and a couple of 8core great Indian pleaders, here 
and there an Indian Collector, and one solitary Commis
sioner in Bengal; but they are as naught in nwnber 
compared with what their numbers should have he en 
and would have heen under a rational and fair system 
of government. Great work has been done by Indians; 
but it has been i.n Feudatory States and in Eng
land where a chance, denied to them in their own 
land, was open to them. Given fair-play, Indian 
adminif:!tratorcl would, in their way, and so far as 
circumstances permitted, have become the equals of 
Bismarck, of Cavour, of Gortschakoff, of Gladstone, or 
of Disraeli. 

Sir John l\laIcolm, in his day, warned the authorities 
of the mingled folly and injustice of the COUl'se they had 
then too long adopted. As usual,' the words of three 
generations ago possess an application as grea.t now as 
they ever did. 'There are reasons,' said Sir John 
MaJcolm (or supposed reasons, let me interpola.te) 
, why,' as foreign rulers, we cannot elevate the na.tives 
of India to a. level with,.thei(conquerors. We a.re com
pelled by policy to limit tqeir a.mhition, hath in the civil 
govemment and in the army, to inferior grades, but this 



n~essity constitutes, in lny opinion, thja strongest of 
reasons for gra.nting them all tha.t we can with kafety. 
Their vanity and love of distinction &fe excessive, and a 
politic gra.tification of such feelings ma.y be made a power
ful means of creating and preserving a native aristocracy 
worthy of the name, and exciting to honourable action 
men whom a contrary system must degrade in their own 
estimation and in that of the community, and who, 
instead of being the most efficient of all ranks to pre
serve order, and give dignity to the society to which they 
belong, a.nd strength to the Government to which they 
owe allegiance, are depressed by our levelling system into 
a useless and discontented class. ~ahy, judging from 
results, ascribe it to the want of virtue and good feeling, 
and to rooted discontent in this class, what appears to me· 
to be distinctly attributable to oue conduct as rulers. We 
shape our system to suit our own ideas. The constitu
tion of our Government requires in all its branches an 
efficient check and regularity; but in our attention to 
forms and routine we too often forget the most essential 
maxims of State policy, and every deviation is arraigned 
that disturbs the uniform usage of our affairs in courts of 
justice. No motives suited to their prejudices and habits 
are supplied to awaken the inert to action, to kindle the 
embers of virtue, or to excite an honourable ambition 
among our native subjects. Yet pursuing this system; 
our recorJ teems with eulogies on the excellences of our 
establishments, .and the degeneracy of all, and particu
larJy the higher classes of India, whom, in the case before 
me, it is desired (frop! no cause that I can understand 
but rigid adherence to system) to exclude from a few 
unimportant privileges, which, though little more than 
a shadow of distinction, are sought for with an eagerness 
tha.t shows singularly the character of the corum,unity, 
and confirms me in the belief I have long entertained, 
that by our neglect in cO~lCilia,ing and honouring the 
higher and more respectable clpBB of our native subje~B, 
we cast away .the most powerful means we possess 



ot Pl'()moting the prosperity and permanenoo ,of d the 
·EllQpire.' 

MORAL, INTELLECTUAL, AND SPIRITUAL POSITION. 

In this region there cannot be any proper comparison, 
only a summing-up as to how India, with all her demerits, 
ranks among the world's peoples during this eventful 
century. Mayan Englishman, without shame, ask the 
question? The natural abilities of the Indian people being 
what they are, their inheritance of military courage, of 
administrative ability, of spiritual insight and saintly 
living, being of so varied and remarkable a character 
as they are, what has India to show in the array of the 
world's great men of the nineteenth century'~ This is 
her record:-

That is all. 'But,' asserts the reader, 'that is nothing.' 
True; it is nothing. India has furnished no command

ing intellect ill the department of human service which 
ma.y be denominated moral, intellectual, and spiritual, 
'fhich may rank with those in Europe and America 
whose names are known the world over. The sale reason 
for this is that there is no scope for such 'development in 
,their own country. The' pousta' has worked too effec
tually. In the words of Mr. Thackeray, quoted in the 
preceding cbapter, everything which would produce sa.ges, 
sta.tesmen, heroes, has been' suppressed.' To-da.y we are 
shocked at such remarks as Mr. Thackera.y's-and go 
on dOing exactly what the remarks recommend. Yet 
India.'s people, as Lord George Hamilton never tires of . 

',Page 860, Appendix to RelK'ri from Se1ectOo~ttee. Ea •• India. 
Company, 1868. Minute of Sir John MaJoohn, Novembe~ ,SOj 1880. 



telling U$, number one~fifth of the population C?f the 
globe. On an a.ppropriate stage the late Mr. JUl'lti.ce 
Banade would, for his goodness and his great chara.cter, 
ha.ve ,moved the admiration of all mankind. Only in 
spiritual things has India made any show at all. Ram 
Mohun Roy, Keshub Chunder Sen, Rama Krishna, 
Bengalis to a man, to mention spiritual workers only who 
have passed away, who are known 6verywhere and who 
a.re honoured as amongst humanity's noblest spiritual 
teachers. What are these amongst so many? What, 
especially, are they in a la.nd which contains more real 
spirituality than, maybe, all the rest of the world put 
together? Opportunity has been denied to India to show 
her vast superiority in thiR or in any other respect. When 
Europe produced a Martin Luther she gave the world lio 

religious reformer. At the same period India produced 
her religious hero: he was an Avatar of the Eternal, and 
is to-day worshipped by vast numbers of devout men and 
women as The Lord Gauranga. During the last century 
the finest "fruit of British intellectual eminence wa.s, pro
bably, to be found in Robert Browning and John Ruskin. 
Yet they are mere gropers in the dark compared with the 
uncultured and illiterate Rama Krishna, of Bengal, who, 
knowing naught of what we term' learning,' spake Ill!:! no 
other man of his age spoke, and revealed God to weary 
mortaJs. 

Why is India, spiritually, so little recogniEled, and the 
world, as a consequence, deprived of the advantage which 
the recognition would bring? Chiefly, I think, because of 
the existence of the Societies for the Conversion of the 
Heathen to Christianity. While Christian missions are 
sent by all the Churches to India it will be impossible for 
.nore than a select few to realise that Indian spiritualitymay 
a.s a.ssuredly be an expression of the Divine Essence as are 
the faith and good works ot pious men in the West who , 
believe tha.t the Holy Spirit of God is an abiding a.nd 
helpful influence to them in allotheir thought and a.ctiQn. 
As lit hindra.ioe to tMiT proper recognition as men of 



ohanctel' and often of noble life, the Christi SoD Missiona.ry 
Spoieties of England interested in India ha.ve done the 
Indian people alm(lst irremediable mischief. 

In one respect there is much that is common to the 
two time periods, 1801 and 1901, offering themselves for 
comment. It was not merely for effect that I put at the 
head of this chapter in juxta.position the names of Lord 
Wellesley and Lord Curzon, though a comparison of 
these rulers of India would not be unworthy to either. 
Making allowances for the different circumstances of the 
different periods, both noblel~en go about their work in 
much the same spirit: each was confronted by a harder 
task than even whole-hearted devotion to his sense of 
duty and desire to serve India and England could, 
apparently, perform, and greater than any predecessor 
had to contend with. The one aimed to bring all India 
under British rule; the other is endeavouring to grapple 
with an accumulation of adverse circumstances which has 
grown Himalaya-high without the officialR, in the past, 
including Lord Curzon himself as Parliamentary Under
Secretary of India, recognising what was going on, and 
quite contrary to what they all believed would happen. 
Each of the statesmen grapples with tbe situation before 
him in a broad-minded spirit. If anything, the ancient 
ruler was the more courageous. For, so far, Lord Curzon, 
brave as he is, bas done nothing so great as was Lord 
Wellesley's beginning of the education of the Indian 
people. The English had been in touch with India for 
one hundred and sixty years, and in supreme power for 
thirty years in Bengal, for many more years in Madras. 
It wa.s high time something was done for education. 
Lord .Wellesley, to his lasting credit, made a. beginning. 
Yet fifty-three more years passed, and there was then'only 
one English school in, the ~oldest Presidency-that of 
Ma.dras. As to-day an urga.D. of Anglo-India.n opinion, 
generaJ.ly most loya.l to the Ra.j, blind sometimes in its 



devotion, does ' uot hesita.te to' sa.y of Lord CUrzon tha.t 
he is 'inclined to ta.~e too much upon himself,' tha.t be 
, is breaking with English tra.ditions,· while he is derisively 
a.nd. sneeringly informed that' the British have not con
quered India in order that, in the fulness of time, Lord 
Curzon might be a Viceroy,' and further, that ha.ving two 
enemies in himself, he is on the way to making more 
enemies-so Lord Wellesley was subjected, in the Court 
of Directors and elsewhere, to like criticism, a.nd wa.s 
saved from penal discipline by the Roard of Control as 
Lord Curzon may be saved by the devotion of the people 
whose best interests he seems desirous to apprecia.te a.nd 
to serve. 

As the round circle of the' century'R years comes once 
more to a beginning, that which hath been is now 
again passing before our eyes, and he who would measure 
its effect and forecast its consequences may learn much 
by looking backward over the long course of years SlUce 
1801. 

APPENDIX. 

In opposing the employment of Indian-built ships in 
the trade between England and India, the Court of 
Directors employed an argument which, in some of its 
terms, sounds very curious at the present time when so 
many Lascars are employed by all the great lines of 
steamers running to the East. After reciting other 
rea.sons against shipbuilding a.nd ship-manning in India., 
the Court, writing. from East India House on the 
27th of January, 1801, said:-

, XVII. Besides these objections which a.pply to the measure 
genera.lly, there is one tha.t lieH particularly against ship,s, whose 
voyages commence from India, that they will usually be manned in 
gre&.t part with Lasca.rs or Indian sailors. Men of that race are not 
by their physica.l framE) and constitutfbn ntted for the naviga.tion of 
Dold a.nd boisterou8 la.titudes; their"na.ture and habits a.re fOnI\ed to 
a. w~ c1i'uuUe., II.lld sh~t a.nd e6sy voyages performed within the 



sphel'6of the periodical winall; they ha.ve not strength ~Of 
mind m: body to encounter the hardships or perils to whioh shipe a.re 
lia.ble in the long and various navigation between India and Europe, 
especially in the winte. storms of our Northern Seas; nor have they . 
the courage which can be relied on for steady defenoe against an 
enemy. To have any considerable portion of the Property and·Trade 
of this country, therefore, dependent on the energy of men of this 
stamp unless on the COo.sts of India, where they are less exposed to 
dangers, cannot be adyisable: Yet on the employment of Indian 
sailors the chief freight of Indian ships seem naturally to turn: for if 
these ships, rigged and fitted out as they are with stores chiefly 
brought from Europe, were manned with Europeans, receiving wages 
far higher, and provisioned at a much greater cost than Lascars, it 
does not appear how they Gould be afforded at a lower rate of freight 
than British bottoms. But thill is not all. The native sailors of 
India, who are chiefly Mahomedans, are, to the disgrace of our 
national morals, on their arrival here, led into scenes which soon 
divest them of the respect anu awe they had entertained in India for 
the European character: thA.vare robbed of their little property, and 
left to wander, ragged and destitute, in the streets; a sight that, 
whilst it wounds peculiarly the feelings of men connected with India 
and the Company, raises both the compassion and indignation of the 
Public; the one in favour of those miserable objects, the other 
against the Company, as if they had drawn the poor creatures into 
such a state of suffering, or neglected them in it; when in fact, 
though individuals Lring them home, the Company are at great pains 
snd expense to collect, maintain, and return them; but such are the 
bad habits they acquire, that they often escape from the houses 
where the Company haye them lodged and proyided for, and take 
to a mendicant state for the chance of obtaining from the pity of 
passengers new means of vicious indulgence. From causes of. this 
nature, and from the severity of our winters, not a few have lost 
their lives or become incapable of further service. On the Continent 
of Europe, and even in America, where Borne of these Lascars are 
Rlso now cu.rried, they have no protector as here, itnd their esse must 
be still more deplorable; so that, instead of a larger introduction 
into the Wm,tern world of this feebl~ race, it i~ very seriously to be 
wished, that before their numbers are thiIll.1ed by fatigue, cllina.te, or 
disease, some means were devised for preventing them from le8.ving 
their own seas. 

, The contemptuous reports which they disseminate on their return, 
cannot fail to have a very unfavourable influence upon the minds of 
our Asiatic subjects, whose reverence for our ch8.racter, which has 
hitherto contributed to maintain f our supremacy in the Ea.st (a 
reverence in part inspired by what they have at a dista.nce seen 
among a. comparatively sma.ll s,pciety, mostly of the better ranks, in 
:tnd!a.) will be gradually cha.nged for most degrading conceptions; 8.lld 



if &I;l ~~gna.nj; appl'ehelstioo. of lulving bitberio n.ted us \al) highly or' 
respected us ioo much, should once posaess them, 'he eft80u of .it 
may prove extremely detrimental. 
, • From the waste of life and other losses aUending the employment 
of this claSs of sailors, perhaps it may a.ppear at length necessary to 
resort to European Mariners; these, in such ca.se, will flock in great 
numbers to India; and hence it may be expected that colonisation 
will be accelerated there. Indeed the return of peace might caJl for 
this substitution of British seamen, many of whom must have to ssek 
employment in the Mercha.nts' Service; and no British heart would 
wish tha.t any of the brave men who had merited so much of their 
country, should be without bread whilst natives of the East brought 
!<hips belonging to our own subjects into our porls. Considered, 
therefore, in a physical, Uloral, commercia.l, and political, view, the 
apparent cOllsequences of admitting these India.n sailors largely ilJto 
our navigation, form a strong additional tlbjection to the concession 
of the proposed pJ:ivilege to any ships manned by them.' r 

r Appendix, No. 47.-Supplement to Fourth ,Report, East Indla. 
Company, pp. 23-24. 



CHAPTER III 

WHOSE IS THE AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL WEALTH 

OP INDIA? 

A Detailed Inquiry concerning-
1. The Fields. 
2. The Cattle. 
R The Foresto. 
4. Minerals. 
5. Fh;heries. 
6. Manufactures. 
7 . Joint Stock Enterprises. 

8. Railway/!. 
9. Irrigation Works. 

10. Shipping. 
11. Ciyil Service. 
1 '2. Military. 
13. Learned Professions. 

British Lower Middle Class Savings Contrasted with indian 
1'otal. Income. 

----------

When Lord Clive entered Murshidabad, the old capital of Bengal, 
in 1757, he wrote of it: 'This city is a9 extensive, populous, and rich 
as the City of London, with this difference-that then' are individuals 
in the first possessing infinitely greater property than in the last' 
City.' 

I F,' it has been remarked to the present writer, 'you 
. say the Indian peop1e are growing p0orer, whose is 

the huge trade, whose the we~lth, we see on every hand, 
a.t e'9'ery port we touch at in India, in every big town 
through which we go ? ' 

A very proper question, and one which, as a British 
patriot, jealous for the good name' of Britain and for 
the ~eficial results of British rule, I am compelled to 
answer, not with pride and rejoicing but with pain and 
sorrow. 

India's wealth to-day consists of her fields, her cattle, 
he~ forests I her minerals, her fisheries, her shipping, het 
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