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SUP'PLEMENT 

TO 

INDIAN CONSTITVTIONAL DOCUMENTS. 

GOVERNMENT 01' INDIA A.CT. 1815. 

(5 & 6 Geo. 5. Ch. 61). 

AN ACT TO CONSOLIDATE ENACTMENTS RELATING TO 
THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. [29TH JULY 1915.) 

Be it enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows :-

PART I. 

HOME GoVERNMENT. 

TIlt Crown. 

1. The territories for the time being-vested in His Majesty 
in India are governed by and in the name of Ijis Majesty 

the King, Emperor of India, and all right. 
byo:;.~ 01 ~ which, if the Government of India Act, 

.... 1858, had not been passed, might have· 
been elCerci$ed by the East India Company in relation to any 
tenitoties, may. be exercised by and in the name of His Majesty 
as rights int.idClltal to 'the government of India. 
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Tlu S"fcrelary if State. 

2.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Secretary 
of State bas and performs all such or the 

n.s .... t.".olStIIt.. like powers and duties relating to the 
government or revenues df Jndia, and has all such or the like 
powers over all officers appointed or continued under this Act, 

as, if the Government of India Act, 1858, 
"I" u Viet .. c. 106. had not been passed, might or sbould have 

been exercised or performed by the East India Company, or by 
the Court of Directors or Court of Proprietors of that Company, 
either alone or by the direction or with the sanction or approba
tion of the Commissioners for the Affair!> of India, in relation to 
that government or those revenues and the officers and servants 
of that Company, and also all such powers as might have been 
exercised by the said Commissioners alone. 

(2) In particular, the Secretary of State may, subject to 
the provisions of this Act, superintend, direct and control all 
acts, operations and concerns which relate to the government or 
revenues of India, and all grants of salaries, gratuities and 
allowances, and.all other payments and charges, out of or on 
the revenues of India. 

(3) There shall be paid out of the revenues of India to the 
Secretary of State and to his under secretaries respectively the 
like yearly salaries as may for the time being be paid to any 
¢her Secretary of State and his under secretaries respectively. 

Tke Council of b.dia. 

3.-(1) Tne Council of India shall consist of such number 
of members, not less than ten and not 

n. CoaIIcIJ of 1ftIa. more than fourteen, as the Secretary of 
State may determine. 

(2) The right of filling any vacancy in the council shall ~ 
vested in the Secretary of State. 

(3) Un1ess at the time of an appointment to fill a vacancy 
in the council nine of the then existing members of the council 
are persons who have served or resided in British India for at 
.least ten years, and have not last left British India more than 
five years before the date of their appointment, the perwn ' 
,appointed to 611 the vacancy must be so qualified. 
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(4) Every member' of the council shall hold office"except 
as by tb~s section provided, for a term of seven years. 

(5) The Secretary of State may, Cor special reasons of 
public advantage, re.appoint for a further term of .five years 
any member of the council whose term of office has expired. 
In any such case the reasons for the re-appointment shall be set 
forth in a minute signed by the Secretary of State and laid 
before both Houses of Parliament. Save as afore~aid,.a member 
of the council shall not be capable of re-appointment. 

(6) Any member of the council may, by writing signed by 
him, resign his office. The instrument of resignation shall be 
recorded in the minutes of the council. 

(7) Any member of the council may be removed by His 
Majesty from his office on an address of both Houses of 
Parliament. 

(8) There shall be paid to each member of the council 
out of the revenues of India the annual salary of one thousand 
pounds. 

4. No member of the Council of India 
qaa71~r:.:l'o,:::~c~ar1::: shall be capable of sitting or voting in 
meat. Parliament. 

S. The Council of India shall, under the direction of the 

Dati •• 01 council. Secretary of State, and subject to the 
provisions of this Act, conduct the busi

ness transacted in the United Kingdom in relation to the 
government of India and the correspondence with India i but 
every order or communication sent to India, and every order 
made in the United Kingdom in relation to the government 
of India under this Act, shall be signed by the Secretary of 
State. 

8.-(1) All powers required to be exercised by the Seore-
Pe,nr'" dI tary of State in Council, and all powers 

• cna. of the Council of India, shall be exercised 
at meetings of the council at which not less than ~ve members 
are present. 

(2) The council may act notwithstanding any vacancy in 
their number. 

7.-( 1) The Secretary of state sbaU 
.....:=:rc:=..~~~ ,be the president of the CDuncil of' India. 

. With power to vote. 



• 
(2) The Secretary of State in Council may appoint any 

member of the council to be vice-president thereof, and the 
Secretary of State may at any time remove any person so 
appointed. 

(3) At every meeting of the council the Secretary of State. 
or, in his absence, the vice-president, if present, or, in the 
absence of both of them, one of the members of the 
council, chosen by the members present at the meeting, shal1 
preside. 

8. Meetings of the Council of India shall be convened and 
held as and when the Secretary of State 

MMtlD1I'I 01 <Guacll. directs, but one such meeting at least shall 
be held in every week. 

9.-(1) At any meeting of the Council of India at which 
...- tIa the Secretary of State is present, jf there 

... at IDM 11'1. is a difference of opinion on any question, 
except a question with respect to which a majority of votes at 
a meeting is by this Act declared to be necessary, the deter
mination of the Secretary of State shall be linal. 

(2) In caSe of an equality of votes at any meeting of the 
council, the person presiding at the meeting shall have a second 
or casting vo~e. 

(3) All acts done at a meeting of the council in the 
absence of the Secretary of State shaB require the approval in 
Writing of the Secretary of State. 

(4)' In case of difference of opinion on any question decided 
at a meeting of the council, the Secretary of State may require 
that his opinion and the reasons for it be entered in the minutes 
of the proceedings, and any member of the counCil, who has 
been present at the meeting, may require that his opinion, and 
any reasons for it that he has staled at the meeting, be also 
CIltered in like manner. '" 

10. The Secretary of State may constitute committees of 
the Council of India for the more convenient transaction of 
c...m-.. _I business, and direct what departments of 

, • business are to be under those committees 
respectively, and generally direct the manner in which all 
business of the council or (:OIJlmittecl , thereof is to be 
transacted. 
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Orden a"d COffl'IIUI",'catitJlU. 

11.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, every order 
or communication proposed to be sent to India, and every 

order proposed to b(' made in the United 
Sllbm' •• 'on Gf pro- Kingdom by the Secretary of State under 

=tc.~r:':·to-::ao:~· this Act, shall, unless it has been submit-
ted to a meetiug of the Council of India, 

be deposited in the council room for the perusal of all members 
of the council during seven days before the sending or makirtg 
thereof. 

(2) Any member of the councillllay record, in a minute 
book kept for that purpose, his opinion with respect to any 
such order or communication, and a copy of every opinion so 
recorded shall be sent forthwith to the Secretary of State. 

(3) If a majority of the council so record their opinions 
against any act proposed to be done, the Secretary of State 
shall, unless he defers to the opinion of the majprity, record 
his reasons for acting in opposition thereto. 

12.-(1) Where it appears to the Secretary of State that 
the despatch of any communication or the making of any 

order, not being an order for which a 
OIIl~:;:~OI1" to..... majority of votes at a .meeting of the 

Council of India is by thlS Act declared 
to be necessary, is urgently required, the communt.tion may 
be sent or order made, although it has not been subtiillited to a 
meeting of the councilor deposited for the persuaJ oLthe 
members of the council. 

(2) [n any such case the Secretary of State shall, except 
as by this Act provided, record the urgent reasons for sending 
the communication or making the order, and give notice therof 
to every member of the council. 

13. (1) Where an order concerns the levying of war or 
the making of peace, or the treating or negotiating with any 

prince or state, or the policy to be obser
.J::'..'.!: ... ~:.-t ved with respect to any prince or state, 

and is not an order for which a majority 
of votes at a meeting of the Council of India is by this, ,,4ct 
declared to be necessary, and is an order which, in the opinion 
of the Secretary of State, is of a nature t.o reqlllie 'JeC*Y. 
the Secretary of Stale may send the onlet to the Governor~. 
General in Council or to any Governor in Counal or 06:cr' 
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or .l!ervant in India without having submitted the order to 
a meeting of the council or deposited it for the perusal of 
the members of the Council, and without recording or giving 
notice of the reasons for making the order. 

(2) Where any despatch to the Secretary of State from the 
Governor-General in Councilor a Governor in Council concerns 
the government of India or of any part thereof, or the levying 
of war, or the making of peace, or negotiations or treaties with 
any prince or state, and is, in the opinion of the authority 
sending it, of a nature to require secrecy, it may be marked 
"Secret" by that authority j and a despatch so marked shall 
not be communicated to the members of the Council of India 
unless the Secretary of State so directs. 

14. Every despatch to the U.nited Kingdom from the 
Add • I d._t.:_ Governor-General in Councilor a Gover-

IrOIllI~-:I'~ nor in Council shall be addressed to the 
Secretary of State. 

15. When any order is sent to India directing the actual 
commencement of hostilities by His Majesty's forces in India, 

the fact of the order having been sent shall, 
p~::.~'~~ ord.~: unless the order has in the meantime been 
lor coo .... "" ..... boRIII· revoked or suspended, be communicated 
tI... to both Houses of Parliament within three 
months after the sending of the order, or, if Parliament is not 
sitting at the expiration of those three months, then within one 
month after the next meeting of Parliament. 
~. It is the duty of the Governor-General in Council to 

tr4liiillit to the Secretary of State constantly and diligently 
~ an exact particular of all ad vices or 

IIOv_mo. ..... ";':. WI~' intelligence, and of all transactions and 
..... t.r)' ., IIt.t.. matters, coming to the knowledge of the 
Governor·General in Council and relating to the government, 
commerce, revenues or affairs of India. 

Establisltment of &cretary of Stau. 

17. (I) No addition may be made to the establishment of 
the Secretary of State in Council, nor to the ~laries of the 

persons on that establishment, except by 
~~;::... 0' all Order of His Majesty in Council, to be: 

laid before both Houses of Parliament; 
within fourteen days after the making thereof, or, if Parliament' 
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is not then sitting. then withiD fourteen days after 'the next' 
meeting of Parliament. 

(2\ The rules made by His Majesty for examinations. 
certificates, probation or other tests of fitness, in relation to 
appointments to junior situations In the civil service, shall apply 
to such appointments on the said establishment. 

, (3) The Secretary of State in Council may, subject to the 
foregoing provisions of this section, make all appointments to 
and promotions in the said establishment, and may remove any 
officer or servant belonging to the establishment. 

18. His Majesty may. by warrant under the Royal Sign 
Manual, countersigned by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 

grant"to any secretary, officer or servant 
t1~:.IIIf"" ud cratal. appointed on the . establish,ment of the 

Secretary of State III CouncIl, such com· 
pensation, superannuation or retiring allowance, or to his legal 
personal representative such gratuity, as may respectively be 
granted to persons on the establishment of a Secreta,ay of 
State, or to the personal representatives of such persor1s,',ad~r 
the laws for the time being in force concerning superannuations 
and other allowances to persons having held civil offic~s in 
the public service or to personal representatives of -;such 
persons: 

Indian Appointments, 

19. Except as otherwise provided by this Act, all...-, 
of making rules in relation to appointments and adm"ns 

to service and other matters connected 
...... a .... _. therewith, and of altering or revoking such 

rules, which, if the Government of India Act, 1858, had not been 
passed, might have been exercised by the Court of Directors of 
the East India Company or the Commissioners for the Affail'$ 
of India, may be exercised by the Secretary -of State in 
Council: 

Provided that in the appointment of officers to His Majesty's 
'umy,the same provisiop as heretofore, or equal provision"shall. 
,be made for the appointment ~r sansof persons who, h.~ve serVed ' 
i'hlndia in the militarY 01' civil service of the Crown or of the 
~ In4i!l -C~~y, 
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PART 11. 

THE REVENUES OF INDIA. 

20.-(1) The revenues of India shall be received for and 
in the name of His Majesty, and shall, 

AppUeotloD 01 r.venu... subject to the provisions of this Act, be 
applied for the purposes of the Government of India alone. , 

(2) There shall be charged on the revenues of India 
alone-

(a) all the debts of the East India Company j and 
(h} all sums of money, costs, charges and expenses which, 

if the Government of India Act, 1858, had not been 
passed, would have been flayable by the East India 
Company out of the revenues of India in respect of 
any treaties, covenants, contracts, grants or liabilities 
existing at the commencement of that Act; and 

(c) all expenses, debts and liabilities lawfully contracted 
l and incurred on account of the government of 

India j and 
(d) all payments under this Act. 
(3) The expression "the revenues of India" in this Act shall 

include all the territorial and other revenues of or arising in 
British India, and, in particular,-

(il all tributes and other payments in respect of any 
, territories which would have been receivable by or 

in the name of the East India Company if the 
Government of India Act, 18S8, had not been 
passed; and 

(ii) all fines and penalties incurred by the sentence or order 
of any court of justice in British India, and all 
forfeitures for crimes of any movable or immovable 
property in British India J and 

(iii) all movable or immovable property in British India 
escheating or lapsing for want of an heir or successor, 
and all property in British India devolving as bona 
vacantia for want of a rightful owner. ' 

(4\ All property vested in, or arising or 'accruing from 
property or nghts vested in, His Majesty under the Goverrunent 
of India Act, 18s8, or this Act, ' or to be received 'or dispo5:ed 
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of by the Secretary of State in Counclt under this Att, Shall be 
applied in aid of the revenues of India. 

al. The expenditure of the revenues of India, both in 
British India and elsewhere, shall be subject to the control of 

Coatr.1 eI Secretary of the Secrt;tary of ~t~te in Council; and no 
Stat •• v_ ._dltlln ., grant or appropriation of any part of those 
NY...... revenues, or of any other property coming 
into the possession of the Secretary of State in Council by virtue 
of the Government of India Act. 1858, or this Act, shall be 
made without the concurrence of a majority of votes at a meet-
ing of the Council of India. ' 

22. Except for preventing or repelling actual invaskm of 
Hif Majesty's Indian possessions, or under other sudden and 

Applk.CI .... I .. v._ urgen't neces~ity, the revenues of India 
to military oper.CI.as shall not, Without the consent of both 
bey .. d &balr.atler. Houses of Parliament, be applicable to 
defraying the expenses of any military operation carried on 
beyond the external frontiers of those possessions by His 
Majesty's forces charged upon those revenues. .:. 

"" 28.-(1) Such parts of the revenues of India as are remitted 
to the United Kingdom, and all money arising or accruing 

in the United Kingdom from any property 
.ts~,!,,~~I~~~ or rights vested in His Majesty for the 

purposes of the government of India, or 
from the sale or disposal thereof, shall be paid to the Secretary 
of State in Council, to be applied for the porposes of this Act. 

(2) All such revenues and money shall, except as by this 
section is provided, be paid into the Bank of England to the 
credit of an account entitled "The Account of the Secretuy of 
State in Council of India." 

(s) The money placed to the credit of that account shaH be 
paid out on drafts or orders, either signed by two members of 
the Council of India and countersigned by the Secretary of State 
or one of his under-secretaries or his assistant under-secretary, 
or sign,ed by the accou~tant-general on the establishment of the 
secretary of State in Councilor by olle of the two senior clerk. 
In the department of that accountant-~a1 an~ countersigned 
in sucb man'l),cr as the Seeretary of State in Council directs; 
and any draft« otdw !IC! 8tgtled and <:ouJt'tersigned 'shall cfi'cc
~any tJ~ ~ ',Aa.u. 0{ ftnglaacl for all ....... _ .-loA 
~ r--- , , --'~T, .--

a 
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(4) The Secretary of State in Council may, for the pay
ment of current demands, keep at the Bank of England such 
accounts as he deems expedient; and every such account shaH ' 
be kept in such name and be drawn upon by such person, and 
in such manner, as the Secretary of State in Council directs. 

(5) There shall be raised in ' the books of the Bank of 
England such accounts as may be neces5'll.r}'lin respect of stock 
vested in the Secretary of State in Council; and every such 
account shall be entitled "The Stock Account of the Secretary 
of State in Council of India." 

(6) Every account referred to in this section shall be a 
public account. 

24. The Secretary of State in Council. by power of 
attorney executed by two members of the Council of India and 

P ....... 01 attorney lot counters~gned by the Sec.retary ~f St~te or 
.. I. or pur.b ... 01 .tock one of hiS under-secretartes or hIS assIstant 
aad ncolpt 01 dlvldondl. under-secretary. may authorise all or any 
of the cashiers of the Bank of Englan<l-

(a) to sell and transfer all or any part of any stock 
standing in the books of the Bank to the account 
of the Secretary of State in Council; and 

(b) to purchase and accept stock for any such account; 
and • 

(c) to receive dividends on any stock standing to any 
such account; 

and. by any writing signed by two memhers of the Council of 
India and countersigned as aforesaid. may direct the applica
tion of the money to be received in respect of any such sale or 
dividend: 

Provided that stock shall not be purchased or sold and 
transferred under the authority of any such general power of 
attorney. except on an order in writing directed to the chief 
cashier and chief accountant of the Bank of England, and 
signed and countersigned as aforesaid. . 

35. All Securities held by or lodged with the Bank oC 
England in trust for or on account or on behalf of the SecretaJy 

of State in Council may be disposed of, 
~~ .. to and the proceeds thereof may be applied" 

as may be authori~ by order in writing 
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signed by two members of the Council of India ' and eounter
signed by the Secretary of State or one of his qnder-secretaries 
or his assistant under-secretary, and directed to the chief cash~r 
and chief accou.ntant of the Bank of England. 

26.-( I) The Secretary of State in Council shall, within 
" .. "unu to be an. the fir~t ~ou!teen days during which Parlia· 

..... lIy laid bet .... Par. ment IS slttmg next after the first day of 
llamellt. May in every year, lay before both Houses 
of Parliament-

(a) an account, for the financiai year preceding that last 
completed, of the annual produce of the revenues 
of India, distinguishing the same under the re
spective heads thereof, in each of the several 
provinces j and of all the annual receipts and 
disbursements at home and abroad for the pur
poses of the government of India, distinguishing 
the same under the respective heads thereof j 

ib) the latest estimate of the same for the financial year 
last completed j 

(e) accounts of all stocks, loans, debts and liabilities 
chargeable on the revenues of India, at home and 
abroad, at the commencement and close of the 
financial year preceding that last completed, the 
loans, debts and liabilities raised or incurred 
within that year, the amounts paid off or dis· 
charged during that year, the rates of interest 
borne by those loans, debts and liabilities respect
ively, and the annual amount ~f that interest; 

(d) an account of the state of the effects and credits in 
each province, and in England or elsewhere, 
applicable to the purposes of the government of 
India, according to the latest advices which have 
been received thereof; and ' 

(e) a list of the establishment of the Secretary of State 
in Council, and the salaries and allowances pay
able in respect thereor. 

(2) If any new or increased salary or pension of fifty 
pounds a year or upwards has been granted or created within 
any year· in respect of the said establishment, the particulars 
thereof shall be specially stated and cxolained at the foot oC 
the accou.nt Cor that )'tir. 
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(3) The aecount ,hall be accompanied by III statement, 
prepared from detailed reports from each province, in sllch 
form as best exhibits the moral and material progress .and 
condition of India. 

27.-(1) His Majesty may, by· warrant under His Royal 
Sign Manual, countersigned by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 

Audit of Indl... &C. appoint a fit person to be auditor of the 
••• nu In Unltod Kill,. accounts of the Secretary of State in d... Council, and authorise that auditor to 
appoint and remove such assistants as may be specified in the 
warrant. 

(2) The auditor shall examine and audit the accounts of 
the receipt, /"xpenditure and disposal in the United Kingdom of 
all money, stores and property applicable for the purposes of 
this Act. 

(3) The Secretary of State in Council shall, by the officers 
and servants of his establishment, produce and lay before the 
auditor all such accounts, accompanied by proper vouchers for 
their su·pport, and submit to his inspection all books, papers and 
writings having relation thereto. 

(4) The auditor may examine all such officers and servants 
of that establishment, being in the United Kingdom, as he 
thinks fit, in relation to such accounts and the receipt, expen
diture or disposal of such money, stores and property, and may 
for that purpose, by writing signed by him, summon before 
him any such officer or servant. 

(s) The auditor shall report to the Secretary of State in 
Council his approval or disapproval of the accounts aforesaid, 
with such remari{s Rnd observations in relation thereto as he 
thinks fit, specially noting cases (if any) in which it appears to 
him that any money arising out of the revenues of India has 
been appropriated to purposes other than those to which they 
are applicable. 

(6) The auditor shall specify in detail in his reports all 
sums of money, stores and property which ought to be 
accounted for, and are not brought into account, or have not 
been appropriated in conformity with the provisions of the law, 
or which have been expended or disposed of without due 
authority, and shall also specify any defects, inaccuracies or 
irregularities which may appear in the accounts, or in the 
authorities, vouchers or documents baving rel~tiQrl th~to. 
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(1) The auditor shan lay all his reports before bo~h 
Houses of Parliament, with the accounts of the y..,ar to whiclJ' 
the reports relate. 

(8) The auditor shall hold office during good behaviour. 
(9) There shall be paid to the al,lditor and his assistants, 

out of the revenues of India, such,salaries as His Majesty, by 
warrant signed and countersigned as aforesaid, may direct. 

(10) The auditor and his assistants (notwithstanding that 
some of them do not hold certificates from the Civil Service 
Commissioners) shall, for the purposes of superannuation 
a\1owance, be in the same position as if they were on the 
establishment of the Secretary of State in Council. 

PART III. 

PROPERTY, CONTRACTS AND LIABILITIES. 

28.-(1) The Secretary of State in Council may, with the 
concurrence of a majority of votes at a meeting of the Council 

of India, sell and dispose of any real or 
s~;::! ~~I~~cr.:!;::.;! perso~al est~te for the time being vested 
and bay property. 10 HIS Majesty for the purposes of the 

government of India, and raise money on 
any such real estate by way of mortgage, and make the proper 
assurances for any of those purposes, and purchase and acquire 
any property. , 

(2) Any assurance relating to real estate, made by the 
authority of the Secretary of State in council, may be made 
under the hands and seals of three members of the Council 
of India. 

(3) All property acquired in pursuance of this section 
sha\1 vest in His Majesty for the purposes of the government 
of India. 

29.-(Il The Secretary of State in Council may, with the 
concurrence of a majority of votes flt fl ole::::- of Soc:\'et..,- meeting of the Council of India, make 

. any contract for the purposes of this Act. 
(z) Any contract so made may be expressed to be m~ 

by the Secretary of State in Council. 
(3) Any contract so made which, if it were ma<$o between 

private persons, would be by law required to be ",odor 1Oa1, 
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may be made, varied or discharged under the hands and seals 
of two members of the Council of India. 

(4) Any contract so made which, if it were made between 
private persons, would be by law required to be signed by the 
party to be charged therewith, may be made, varied or dis
charged under the hands of two members of the Council of 
India. 

(5) Provided that any contract for or relating to the 
manufacture, sale, purchase or supply of goods, or for or relating 
to affreightment or the carriage of goods, or to insurance, may, 
subject to such rules and restrictions as the Secretary of State 
in Council prescribes, be made and signed on behalf of the 
Secrp.tary of State in Council by any person upon the perma
nent establishment of the Secretary of State in Council who is 
duly empowered by the Secretary of State in Council in this 
behalf. Contracts so made and signed shall be as valid and 
cITectual as if made as prescribed by the foregoing provisions 
of this section. Particulars of all contracts so made and signed 
shall be laid before the Secretary uf State in Council in such 
manner and form and within such times as the Secretary of 
State in Council prescribes. 

(6) The benefit and liability of every contract made in 
pursuance of this section shall pass to the Secretary of State 
in Council for the time being. 

30.-(1) The Governor.General in Council and any local 
Government may, on behalf and in the name of the Secretary 

of State in Council, and subject to such Po.... t. .uc_ provisions or restrictions a~ the Secretary 
r::~c", .c.. ,- uf Slate in Council, with the concurrence 

of a majority of votes at a meeting of the 
Council of India, prescribes, sell and dispose of any real or 
personal estate whatsoever in British India, within the limits of 
their respective governments, for the time being vested in His 
Majesty for the purposes of the government of India, or raiSe 
money on any such real estate by way of mortgage, and make 
proper assurances for any of those purposes, and purchase or ' 
acquire any property in British India within the said respective 
limits, and make any contract for the purposes of this Act 

(2) Every assurance and contract made for the purposes of 
this section shall be executed by such person and in such 
manner as the Governor-General in Council 'by resolu~on . 
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directs or allthorises, and if so executed may be enforced by or 
against the Secretary of State in Council for the time being. :li' 

(3) All property acquired in pursuance of this section 'shall 
vest in His Majesty for the purposes of the government of 
India. 

31. The Governor-General in Council, and any other 
person authorised by any Act passed in that behalf by the 

'Governor-General in Legislative Council, 
... ::;:~ p~o~:r:.""c~' may make any grant or disposition of any 

property in British India accruing' to His 
Majesty by forfeiture, escheat or lapse, or by devolution as 
bona vacantia, to or in favour of any relative or connection of 
the person from whom the property has accrued, or to or in 
favour of any other person. 

32.-( I) The Secretary of State in 
01 s~~~.;n:III;~!~:lr: Council may sue and be sued ey the name 
council. of the Secretary of State in Council, as 

a body corporate. 

(2) Every person shall have the same remedies against the 
Secretary of State in Council as he might have had against 
the East India Company if the Government of India Act, 1858, 
and this Act had not been passed. 

(3) The property for the time being vested in His Majesty 
for the purposes of the government of India shall be liable 
to the same judgments and executions as it would have been 
liable to in respect of liabilities lawfully incurred by the East 
India Company if the Government of India Act, 1858, and this 
Act had not been passed. 

(4). Neither the Secretary of State nor any member of the 
Councd of India shall be personally liable in respect of any 
assurance or contract made by or on behalf of the Secretary 
of State in Council, or any other liability incurred by the 
Secretary of State or the Secretary of State in Council in his 
or their official capacity, nor in respect of any contract, coven
ant or engagement of the East India Company j nor shall any
person executing any assurance or contract ' on behalf of the 
Secretary of State in Council be personally liable in respect 
th~eof; but all .9Uch liabilities, and all costs and damages in, 
res~. ~$alI be' bome by, the revenues of India. ' . 
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PART IV. 

THE GOVERNOR·GENERAL IN COUNCIL. 

Getter-at POtfUl'S and Dutits of Governor·General in Counetl 

33. The superintendence, direct/on and control of the civil 
and military government of India is vested 

dat:!:'"';:j' POO:;~:":"~~ in the Governor General in Council, who 
Oonorolln Council. is required to pay due obedience to all 

such orders as he may receive from the 
Secretary of State. 

The Governor· General. 

34. The Governor·General of India is 
The Oove",or·Ooneral. appointed by His Majesty by warrant 

under the Royal Sign Manual. 

The Governor·Generafs Executive Council. 

COnttltlltton ot rover
I'IOr-eener.". executive 
councU. 

35. The governor.general's executive 
council consists of the ordinary members 
and the extraordinary members (if any) 
thereof. 

38.-(1) The ordinary members of the governor.general's 
executive council shall be appointed by 

cou~1~n...,. .... ben 01 His Majesty by warrant under the Royal 
Sign Manual. 

(II) The number of the ordinal'), members of the council 
shaH be five.;" or, if His Majesty thinks fit to appoint a sixth 
member, six. .\ 

(3) Three at least of them must be persons who at the 
time of their appointment have been for at least ten years in the 
service of the Crown in India, and one must be a barrister of 
England or Ireland, or a member of the Faculty of Advocates 
of Scotland, of not less than five years' standing. 

(4) If My person appointed an ordinary member of the 
council 15 at the time of his appointment in the military service 
of the Crown, be shall not, during his continuance in office .. 
euch member, bold any militaq .~ or ~ employed i1l 
actual military ~ " 



GOVll:RNMENT OF INDIA A(''''r,19IS. 

37.-(1) The Secretary of State in Council may, if hethink$. 
fit, appoint the commander-in-chief for the time being of Hii, 

Majesty's forces in India to be an extra
::.·;::.:~~r memo ordinary member .of the governor-general's 

executive council, and in that ease the com
mander-in-chief shaH, subject to the provisions of this Act, have 
rank and precedence in the council next after the governor
general. 

(2) When and so long as tile council assembles in any 
province having a governor, he shall be an extraordinary 
member of the council. 

Vlce-prealdent 
eOllDdl. 

38. The governor-general shall appoint 
01 a member of his executive council to be 

vice-president thereof. 
39.-(1) The governor-general's executive council shall 

M.otlnp. 
assemble at such places in India as the 
Governor-General in Council appoints. 

(2) At any meeting of the council the governor-general or 
other person presiding and one ordinary member of the council 
may exercise all the functions of the Governor-General in 
Council. 

40.-( I) All orders and other proceedings of the Governor
General in Council shall be expressed to be made by the 

Governor-General in Council, and shall be 0:':'·::.0:: ~!u~~II~rnor- signed by a secretary to the Government 
of India, or otherwise, as the Governor

General in Council may direct. 
(2) The governor-general may make rules and orders for 

the more convenient transaction of business in his executive 
council, and every order made, or act done, in accordance with 
such rules and orders, shall be treated as being the order or the 
act of the Governor·General in Council. 

41.-(1) If any difference of opinion arises on any question 
brought before a meeting of the governor-general's executive 

council the Governor-General in Council 
dl~'::"'~~.t shall be bound by the opinion and decision 

of the majority of those present, and. if 
they are equally divided, the governor-general or other perlJOn 
presiding.shall have a ~econd,or casting vote. 

(2) Provided t,hat whenever any measure is propoted ~ 
the Govt:moi-General in Council whereby tho safety, tranquilJity 

J 
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or interests of British India, or of any part thereof, arc or may 
be, in the judgment of the Governor-General, essentially affected, 
and he is of opinion either that the measure proposed ought to 
be adopted and carried inta execution, or that it ought to be 
suspended or rejected, and the majority present at a meeting 
of the council dissent from that opinion, the Governor-General 
may, on his own authority and responsibility, adopt, suspend or 
reject the measure, in whole or in part. 

(3) In every such case any two members of the dissentient 
majority may require that the adoption, suspension or rejection 
ofthe measure, and the fact of their dIssent, be reported to 
the Secretary of State, and the report shall be accompanied by 
copi ... of any minutes which the members of the council have 
recorded on the su bject. 

(4) Nothing in this section shall empower the governor
general to do anything which he could not lawfully have done 
with the concurrence of his council. 

42. If the governor-general is obliged to absent himself 
from any meeting of the council, by indisposition or any other 

Pr.vlolonl.r abo.nco 01 cause, and signifies his intended absence to 
::'~:tr:;~-.f::~:~\I.'rom the council, the vice-president, or, if he is 

absent, the senior ordinary member present 
at the meeting, shall preside thereat, with the like powers as the 
governor-general would have had if present: 

Provided that if the governor-general is at the time resident 
at the place where the meeting is assembled, and is not pre
vented by indisposition from signing any act of council made 
at the meeting, the act shaH require his signature; but if he 
declines or refuses to sign it, the like provisions shall have effect 
as in cases where the governor-general, when present, dissents 
from the majority at a meeting of the council. 

43.-(1) Whenever the Governor-General in Council de
clares that it is expedient that the governor-general should visit 

P ....... 1 O.voraor. any part of India unaccompanied by ,his 
....... 1 ID ._co Irom executive council, the Governor-General in .o .... ell. Council may, by order, authorize the 
governor-general alone to exercise, in his discretion, all or any 
of the powers which might be exercised by the Governor
General in Council at meetings of the council. 

(2\ The governor-general d~ring absence from his execu.
tive council may, if he thinks it nece.ssaty, issue. on his own 
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authority and responsibility, any order, which might have been 
issued by the Governor-General in Council, to any local Govern
ment, or to any officers or servants of the Crown acting under 
the authority of any local Government without previously 
communicating the order to the local Government; and any 
such order shall have the same force as if made by the Governor
General in Council; but a copy of the order shall be sent forth
with to the Secretary of State and to the local Government, 
with the reasons for making the order. 

(3) The Secretary of State in Council may, by order, 
suspend until 'further order all or any of the powers of the 
governor-general under the last foregoing subsection; and those 
powers shall accordingly be suspended as from the time of the 
receipt by the Governor-General of the order of the Sec1;Ctary of 
State in Council. 

rVar alld Treaties. 

44.-(1) The Governor-General in Council may not, 
without the express order of the Secretary of State in Council, 

in any case (except where hostilities have 
01 :f.,"!!:~:!~'!O~er:n! been actually commenced, or preparations 
Council to make war or for the commencement of hostilities have 
treaty. been actually made against the British 
Government in India or against any prince or state dependent 
thereon, or against any prince or state whose territories His 
Majesty is bound by any subsisting treaty to defend or 
guarantee), either declare war or commence hostilities or enter 
into any treaty for making war against any prince or state in 
lndia, or enter into any treaty for guaranteeing the possessions 
of any such prince or state. 

(2) In any such excepted case the Governor-General in 
Council may not declare war, or commence hostilities, or enter 
into any treaty for making war, against any other prince or 
state than such as is actually commiting hostilities or making 
preparations as aforesaid, and may not make any treaty for 
guaranteeing the possessions of any prince or state except on 
the consideration of that prince or state actually engaging to 
assist His Majesty against such hostilities commenced or pre
parations made as aforesaid. 

(3) When the Go~ernor-General in Council commences any 
hostilities or makes any treaty, hesball forthwith communicate 
the same, with the reasons therefor, to the Secretary of State. 
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PART V. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. 

General. 

45.-(1) Every local Government shall obey the orders 
Rol tl I local of the Go\·ernor-General in Council, and 

Qov.'n':a.':.~o t~ Ooyor- keep him constantly and diligently in for· 
.. r·OoDeralln Cou""U. med of its proceedings and of all matters 
which ought, in its opinion, to be reported to him,.or as to which 
he requires information, and is under his superintendence, 
direction and control in all matters relating to the government 
of its province. 

(2) ' No local Government may make or issue any order 
for commencing hostilities or levying war, or negotiate or con
clude any treaty of peace or other treaty with any Indian 
prince or state (except in cases of sudden emergency or immi
nent danger when it appears dangerous to postpone such 
hostilities or treaty), unless in pursuallce of express orders from 
the Governor-General in Councilor from the Secretary of 
State; and every such treaty shall, if possible. contain a clause 
subjecting the same to the ratification or rejection of the 
Governor-General in Council. If any governor, lieutenant
governor or chief commissioner, or any member of a governor's 
or lieutenant-governor's executive council. wilfully disobeys any 
order received from the Governor-General in Council under this 
su~tion, he may be suspended or removed and sent to 
England by the Governor-General in Council, and shall be 
subject to such further pains and penalties as are provided by 
law in that behalf. 

(3) The authority of a local Government is not superseded 
.ty the presence in its province of the governor-general. 

Governorships. 

4:8.-(1) The presidencies of Fort William in Bengal, 
Fort St. George and Bombay are, subject to the provisions of 
. . this Act, governed by the Governors in 
"I.'\:.V::::-:a:'.~: Council of those presidem:ies rc:spectively, 
; and the two font!er presidenCies ar~ in 
this Act referred to as the presidencies of Bengal , and of 
Madras. ' 
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(2) The Governors of. Bengal, Madras and Bombay are , 
appointed by His Majesty by warrant under the Royal Sign 
Manual. " 

(3) The Secretary of State may, if he thinks fit, by order, 
revoke or suspend, for such period as he may direct, the appoint
ment of a council for any or all of those presidencies; and whilst 
any such order is in force the governor of the presidency to 
which the order refers shall have all the powers of the Governor 
thereof in Council. 

47.-(1) The members of a governor's executive council 
shall be appointed by His Majesty by 

:,..:::u~~ o' ._allv. warrant under the Royal Sign Manual, ~nd 
shall be of such number, not exceedmg 

four, as the Secretary of State ill Council directs. 
(2) Two at least of them must be persons who at the time 

of their appointment have been for at least twelve years in the 
service of the Cwwn in India. 

(3) Provided that, if the commander-in-chief of His 
Majesty's forces in India (11ot being likewise governor-general) 
happens to be resident at Calcutta, Madras or Bombay, he shall, 
during his continuance there, be a member of the governor's 
council. 

Vlc •• pruldont 01 48. Every governor of a presidency 
cOIUlCII. shall appoint a member of his executive 
council to be vice-president thereof. 

49.-(1) All orders and other proceedings ofthe Governor 
in Council of any presidency shall be expressed to be made 

B ......... of OOYOrnor by the Governor in Council, and shaH be 
... eo_II. signed by a secretary to the Government 
of the presidency, or otherwise, as the Governor in Council may 
direct. 

(2) A governor may make rules and orders for the more 
convenient transaction of business in his executive council, 
and every order made or act done in accordance with those 
rules and orders shall be treated as being the order or the act 
of the Governor in Council. 

60.-(1) If any difference of opinion arises on any ques. 
tion brought before a meeting of a governor's executive coun
, 'Pnoed ..... _.. en, the Governor in Council shall be boWld 
__ of~_. ,. ' ,by the opinion and decision or ,-the 
majority Of tbOllC-, .. pn:sent, ~nd if they are ~uaUy divldc!f: the: 
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governor or other persor) presiding shall have a second or 
casting vote. 

(2) Provided that, whenever any measure is proposed 
before a Governor in Council whereby the safety, tranquillity or 
interests of his presidency, or of any part thereof, are or may 
be, in the judgment of the governor, essentially affected, and he 
is of opimon either that the measure proposed ought to be 
adopted and carried into execution, or that it ought to be 
suspended or rejected, and the majority present at a meeting 
of the council dissent from that opinion, the governor may, on 
his own authority and responsibility, by order in writing, adopt, 
suspend or reject the measure, in whole or in part. 

(3) In every such case the governor and the members of 
the council present at the meeting shall mutually exchange 
written communications (to be reolrded at large in their secret 
proceedings) stating the grounds of their respective opinions, 
and the order of the governor shall be signed by the governor 
and by those members. 

(4) Nothing in this section shall empower a governor to 
do anything which he could not lawfully have done with the 
concurrence of his council. 

51. If a governor is obliged to absent himself from any 
meeting of his executive council, by in-

01 :!:;!~:Df:::;'·t>,:.:~~~ dispos.iti~n or any other cause, and sign.i
•• :. of cOlIDclI. fies hiS Intended absence to the council, 

the vice-president, or, if he is absent, the 
senior civil member present at th~ meeting, shall preside 
thereat, with the like powers as the governor would have had if 
present: 

Provided that if the governor is at the time resident at the 
place where the meeting is assembled, and is not prevented by 
indisposition from signing any act of council made at the 
meeting the act shall require his signature; but, if he declines 
or refus~s to sign it, the like provisions shall have effect as in 
cases where the governor, when, present, dissents from the 
majority at a meeting of the council. 

52. The Secretary of State in Council may, if he thinks 
Til. provlac. .f fit, direct that the province of Agra be 

Acta. constituted a presidency unqer a Governor 
in Council, and, if that direction is gillen, the presidency shall 
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be constituted on the terms and under the conditions mentioned 
.6 A., Viet •••• 98. in section nineteen of the Government of 
.,AI8VI.t.,a.?7. India Act, 18S3, and section four of the 

Government of India Act, 1854. 

Lieutenant-Governorships and other Provz·"cts. 

53.-(1) Each of the following provinces, namely, those 
known as Bihar and Orissa, the United Provinces of Agra and 

Lloutonaot'jfovetDor- Oudh, the Punjab, and Burma, is, subject 
oblp.. to the provisions of this Act, governed by 
a lieutenant-governor, with or without an executive council. 

(2) The Governor·General in Council may, by notification, 
with the sanction of His Majesty previously signified by the 
Secretary of State in Council, constitute a new province under 
a lieutenant-governor. 

Llouteoant'!rovornoro. 54.-: I) A lieutenant-governor is ap-
pointed by the governor-general with the 

approval of His Majesty. 
(2) A lieutenant-governor must have been, at the time of 

his appointment, at least ten years in the service of the Crown 
in India. 

(3) The Governor-General in Council may, with the 
sanction of His Majesty previously signified by the Secretary of 
State in Council, declare and limit the extent of the authority 
of any lieutenant-governor. 

55.-(1) The Governor-General in Council, with the 
Power to creoto ."0" approval of the Secretary of State in 

cutlve council. lor lIou- Council, may, by notification, create a 
tooent-lfOveroor.. council in any province under a lieutenant
governor, for the purpose of assisting the lieutenant-governor 
in the executive government of the province, and by such 
notification-

(a) make provision for determining what shall be the 
number (not exceeding four) and qualifications of 
the numbers of the council; and 

(b) ma.ke provision for the appointment oftemporaty or 
acting members of the council during the absence 
of any member from illness or otherwise, and for 
the procedure to. be adopted in case of a difference 
o.fppmion between II lieutenant-gQvemorand .his 
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council, and in the case of equality of votes, and in 
the case of a lieutenant-governor being obliged to 
absent himself from his council by indisposition or 
any other cause: 

Provided ,that, before any such notification is published 
a draft thereof shall be laid before each House of Parliament 
for not less than sixty days during the session of Parliament, 
and if, before the expiration of that time, and address is 
presented to His Majesty by either House of Parliament against 
the draft or any part thereof, no further proceedings shall be 
taken thereon, without prejudice to the making of any new 
draft. 

(2) Every notification under this section shall be laid before 
both Houses of Parliament as soon as may be after it is made" 

(3\ Every member -of a lieutenant-governor's executive 
conncil shall be appointed by the governor-general, with the 
approval of His Majesty. 

56. A lieutenant-governor who has an executive council 

Vlce.prealdent 
council. 

shall appoint a member of the council to be 
.1 vice-president thereof, and that vice-presi

dent shaH preside at meetings of the 
council in the absence of the lieutenant-governor. 

57. A lieutenant-governor who has an executive council 
may, with the consent of the Governor-General in Council, make 

rules and orders for more convenient trans· 
~=:~~Ic!c::..~~.nt. action of business in the council, and every ' 

order mHde, or act done, in accordance 
with such rules and orders, shall be treated as heing the order 
or the act of the Lieutenant·Governor in Council. 

68. Each of the following provinces, namely, those known 
as Assam, the Central Provinces, the North-West Frontier 

Province, British Baluchistan, Delhi, 
Q1.I~I_.n. Ajmer.Merwara, Coorg, and the Andaman 

and Nicobar Islands, is, subject to the provisions of this Act, 
administered by a chief commissioner. 

69. The Governor-General in Council may, with the 
approval of the Secretary of State, and by notification, take any 

part of British India under the immediate .::: ..... ~yt.r,3 authority and management of the Governor
~:=""- .. General in Council, and thereupon give au 

• nec:esury orders and diCection$ respecting 
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the administration of that part, by placing it under a ch.,f 
commissioner or by otherwise providing for its administration. 

Boundaries. 

60. The Governor-General in Council may, by notification, 
declare, appoint or alter the boundaries of any of the province$ 

into which British India is for the time 
air:,"" ';"".,,~-:::.' "'01 being. ~ivided, :--nd distribute the territories 
provine,... of British India among the several pro

vinces thereof in such manner as may 
seem expedient, subject to these qualifications, namely :-

(I) an entire district may not be transferred from one 
province to another without the previou,~ sanction 
of the Crown, signified by the Secretary of State 
in Council ; and 

(2) any notification under this section may be disallowed 
by the Secretary of State in Council. 

61. An alteration in pursuance of the foregoing provisions 
of the mode of administration of any part of British India, or 

of the boundaries of any part of British 
Sovinlr U to la_. I ndia, shall not affect the law for the time 

being in force in that part. 
62. The Governor of Bengal in Council, the Governor of 

Madras in Council, and the Governor of Bombay in Council 
may, with the approval of the Secretary 

Pow.r to _.ad of State in Council, and by notification, 
=:':~:.. .. of pr •• I. extend the limits of the towns of Calcutta, 

Madras and Bombay, respectively; and 
any Act of Parliament, letters patent, charter, law or usage 
conferring jurisdiction. power or authority within the limits of 
those towns respectively shall have effect within the limits as so 
extended. 

PART VI. 

INDIAN LEGISLATION. 

ric, GlXJeNlf)f'-Gmeral in Legislative Coufldl. 

ea.-{I) For ~ of legislation the governor-g~I's 
~.... ..... council shall consist of the members' of 

1M. LqIIIdN c;o.,... his executive council with the addition of. 
CIL members nominated or elec:ted in Ucotd. 

:.s 
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ance with rules made under this Act. The council so constituted 
is in this Act referred to as the Indian Legislative Council. 

(2) The number of additional members so nominated or 
elected, the number of such members required to constitute a 
quorum, the term of office of such members, and the manner 
of filling casual vacancies occurring by reason of absence from 
India, inability to attend to duty, death, acceptance of office, or 
resignation duly accepted, or otherwise, shall be such as may be 
prescribed by rules made under this Act: 

Provided that the aggregate number of members so nomi
nated or elected shall not exceed the number specified in that 
behalf in the second column of the First schedule to this Act. 

(3) At least one-half of the additional members of the 
council must be persons not in the civil or military service 
of the Crown in India; and, if any additional member accepts 
office under the Crown in India, his seat as an additional 
member shall thereupon become vacant. 

(4) When and so long as the I ndian Legislative Council 
assembles in a province having a lieutenant-governor or chief 
commissioner, he shall be an additional member of the council, 
in exceSi, if necessary, of the aggregate number of nominated 
or elected additional members prescribed by this section. 

(5) The additional members of the council are not entitled 
to be present at meetings of the governor-general's executive 
council. 

(6) The Governor-General in Council may, with the ap
proval of the Secretary of State in Council, make rules as to the 
conditions under which and manner in which persons resident 
in India may be nominated or elected as additional members 
of the Indian Legislative Council, and as to the qualifications 
for being, and for being nominated or elected, an additional 
member of that council. and as to any other matter for which 
rules are authorized to be made under this section, and also as 
to the manner in which those rules are to be carried into effect. 

(7) All rules made under this section shall be laid before 
both Houses of Parliament as soon as may be after they are 
made, and those rules shall not be subject to repeal or alteration 
by the Governor-General in Legislative Council. 

64.-(1) The Indian Legislative 
lIIMtl..... Council shall assemble at such times and 

places as the Governor-General in Council .appoints. 
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(2) Any meeting of the council may be adjourned, und~ 
the authority of the Governor-General in Council, by 'the, 
governor-general or other person presiding. 

(3) In the absence of the governor-general from any 
meeting of the council the person to preside thereat shall be 
the vice-president of the council, or, in his ab$ence, the senior 
ordinary member of the council present at the meeting, or, 
during the discussion of the annual financial statement or' of 
any matter of general public interest, the vice· president or 
the member appointed to preside in accordance with rules made 
under this Act. 

(4) If any difference of opinion arises on any question 
brought before a meeting of the council, the person presiding 
shall have a second or casting vote. 

65.-( I) The Governor-General in 
1Ait\alatlve po...... Legislative Council has power to make 

laws-
(a) for all persons, for all courts, and for all places and 

things, within British India; and 
(b) for all subjects of His Majesty and servants of the 

Crown within other parts of India; and 
(c) for all native Indian subjects of His Majesty, without 

and beyond as well as within British India; and 
(d) for the government of officers, soldiers and followers 

in His Majesty's Indian forces, wherever they are 
serving, in 50 far as they are not subject to the 
Army Act i and 

(e) for all persons employed or serving in or belonging 
to the Royal Indian Marine Service; and 

(f) for repealing or altering any laws which for the time 
being are in force in any part of British India or 
apply to persons for whom the Governor-General 
in Legislative Coundl has power to make laws. 

(2) Provided that the Governor-General in Legislative 
Cuunci! has not, unless expressly so authorized by ActofParlia. 
ment, power to make any law repealing or afi'ecting-

(i) any Act of Parliament passed after the year one 
thousand eight hundred and Sixty and extending 
to British India (inclu<ling tbe Army Act Iltld -any 
A~ amtndUlg the same); ot 
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(ii) Any Act of Parliament enabling the Secretary of 
State in Council to raise money in the United 
Kingdom for the government of, India; 

and has not power to make any law affecting the authority 
of Parliament, or any part of the unwritten laws or con
stitution of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
whereon may depend in any degree the allegiance of any 
person to the Crown of the United Kingdom, or affecting the 
sovereignty or dominion of the Crown over any part of British 
India. 

(3) The Governor-General in Legislative Council has not 
power, without the previous approval of the Secretary of State 
in COllncil, to make any law empowering any court, other than 
a high court, to sentenq: to the punishment of death any of 
His Majesty's subjects born in Europe, or the children of such 
subjects, or abolishing any high court. 

86.-(1) A law made under this Act for the Royal Indian 
Marine Service shall not apply to any offence unless the vessel 

to which the offender belongs is at the 
ID~::M!:~D:"~rv~"l.·1 time of the commission of tne offence with-

in the limits of Indian waters, that is to 
say, the high seas between the Cape of Good Hope on the 
West and the Straits of Magellan on the East, and any terri
torial waters between those limits. 

(2) The punishments imposed by any such law for offences 
shall be similar in character to, and not in excess of, the punish
ments which may, at the time of making the law, be imposed 
for similar offences under the Acts .. elating to His Majesty's 
Navy, except that, in the case of persons other than Europeans 
or Americans, imprisonment for any term not exceeding fourteen 
years, or transportation for life or any less term, may be 
substituted for penal servitude. 

87.--(1) At a meeting of the Indian Legislative Councjl 
no motion shall be entertained other than a motion for leave to 
Bu.... ..un introduce a measure into the council for 

at - III· the purpose of enactment, or having refer-
ence to a measure introduced or proposed to be introduced into 
the council for that purpose, or baving reference to some rule 
for the conduct of business in the Council, and no business 
shall be transacted other than 'the considet:ation of those 
motions or the alteration of those rules. 
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(2) It shall not be lawful, without the,previous sanction 
of the governor-general, to introduce at any meeting of the 
council any measure affecting-

(a) the pul:ltie debt or public revenues of India, or Imposing 
any charge on the revenues of India; or 

(") the religion or religious rites and usages of any class of 
British subjects in India i or 

(c) the discipline or maintenance of any part of His 
Majesty's military or naval forces; or ' 

(d) the relations of the Government with foreign princes 
or states. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of 
this section, the Governor-General in Council may, with the 
sanction of the Secretary of State in Council, make rules autho. 
rising at any meeting of the Indian Legislative Council the 
discussion of the annual financial statement of the Governor
General in Council and of any matter of general public interest 
and the asking- of q uestiolls, under such conditions and restric
tions as !llay be prescribed in the rules. Rules made under 
this sub-section may provide for the appointment of a member 
of the council to preside at ilny such discussion in the place 
of the governor-gelleral and of the vice-president, and sball be 
laid before both Houses of Parliament as soon as may be after 
they are made, and shall not be subject to repeal or alteration 
by the Governor-General in Legislative Council 

68,-(1) When an Act has been passed at a meeting of 
the Indian Legislative Council, the governor-general, whether 

he was or was not present in council at .=ito 'i..'ct.~¥.,..r- the passing thereof, may declare. that he 
assents to the Act, or that he WIthholds 

assent from the Act, or that he reserves the Act (or the signi
fication of His Majesty's pleasure thereon. 

(2) An Act of the Governor-General in Legislative COl,lncil 
has not validity until the govcmnr-general has declared hia ' 
assent th(lfeto, or, in the case of an Act reserved far the 
significatlcm of His Majesty's pleasure, until His Majesty has 
signified his assent to the govemor-general througb the Secre
tary of State in C?Ullcil. and that assent bas been ftOtificd by 
the ,gpvemor-ge.ncraL 
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69.-(1) When an Act of the Governor-General in Legis
lative Council has been assented to by the governor-general, he: 

shall send to the Secretary of State an 
4I~:I'{::' ...::.. CrOWD to authentic copy thereof, and it shall be law

Jul for His Majesty to signify, through the 
Secretary of State in Council, his disallowance of any such Act. 

(2) Where the disallowance of any such Act has been so 
signified, the governor-general shall forthwith notify the dis
allowance, and thereupon the Act, as from the date of the 
notification, shall become void accordingly. 

70. The Governor-General in Legislative Council may, 
subject to the assent of the governor-general, alter the rules 

for the conduct of legislative business in 
1.:'~~~Iv':~U:::'~~t 01 the Indian Legislative Council (including 

rules prescribing the mode of promulgation 
and authentication of Acts passed by that council) ; but any 
alteration so made may be disallowed by the Secretary of State 
in Council, and if so disallowed shall have no effect. 

Regulations and Ordinances. 

71.-(1) The local Government of any part of British 
India to which this section for the time being applies'may 

propose to the Governor-General in Council 
1.~:=:.r to .uk. rell'u. the draft of any regulation for the peace 

and good government of that part, with the 
reasons for proposing the regulation. 

(2) Thereupon the Governor-General in Council may take 
any such draft and reasons into consideration; and, when any 
such draft has been approved by the Governor-General in 
Council and assented to by the governor-general, it shall be 
published in the Gazette of India and in the local official 
gazette, if any, and shall thereupon have the like force of law 
and be subject to the like disallowance as if it were an Act 
of the Governor-General in Legislative Council. 

(3) The governor-general shall send to the Secretary of 
State in Council an authentic copy of every regulation to 
which he has assented under this section. 

(4) The Secretary of State may, by resolution in 'Council, 
apply this section to any part of British India, as from a date 
to be fixed in the resolution, and withdraw the application 
of this §(letion from any part to which it h~ been applied. . 
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. '7t. The governor-general may, in cases of emergency, 
make and promu1~ate ordinances for the peace and good 

government of British India or any part 
_., to IBake 0.<11. thereof, and any ordinance so made shall, 

;::~~ .. CMH 01 .-. for the space of not more than six months 
from its promulgation, have the like force 

of law as an Act passed by the Governor·General in Legislative 
Council ; but the power of making ordinances under this section 
is subject to the like restrictions as the power of the Governor
General in Legislative Council to make laws; and any ordi
nance made under this section is subj~ct to the like disallowance 
as an Act passed by the Governor-General in Legislative 
Council, and may be controlled or superseded by any such Act. 

Local Leg£s!atures. 

73.-(1) For purposes of legislation, the council of a 
governor, or of a lieutenant-governor having an executive 

Locallecl.lata'oo. 'c<?uncil, sh~1l consist. of ~he member.s. of 
hiS executive council With the addItIon 

of members nominated or elected in accordance with rules made 
under this Act. 

(7) In the case of the councils of the governors of Madras 
and Bombay (and, if so ordered by the governor of Bengal, 
in the case of his council), the advocate-general or acting 
advocate· general for the time being of the presidency shall 
be one of the members so nominated. 

(3) The legislative council of a lieutenant· governor not 
having an executive council, or of a chief commissioner, shall 
consist of members nominated or elected in accordance with 
rules made under this Act. 

(4) Councils constituted as provided by this section are in 
this Act referred to as local legislative councils, and Governors, 
Lieutenant-Governors and Chief Commissioners in Legislative 
Council are in this Act referred to as local legislatures. 

'14:.-(1) The number of additional members nominated or 
elected to the legislative council of the Governor of Bengal, 
~tootIoIJ"l.rIaIA' Madras or Bo.mbay, the ~umber of such 

Uv. 1:0_ .... a .. pI. members requIred to constItute a quorum, 
-.-...., a-bay. the term of office of such members, and 
the manner of filling casual vacancies occurring by reason of 
absence from India; inability to attend to duty, deatb.!lCCeP.t. 
Ute of ~ or.telign,ation duly ateepted, or .~.~.,~. 
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in the case of each such council, be such as may be prescribed 
by rules made under this Act: 

Provided that the aggreg<Lte number of members so nomi
nated or elected shall not exceed the number specified in that 
behalf in the second column of the First Schedule to this Act. 

(2) At least one-half of the additional members nominated 
or elected to any of those councils must be persons not in the 
civil or military service of the Crown in India; and if any 
such person accepts office under the crown in India his seat 
as a member shall thereupon become vacant. 

(3) An additional member of any of those councils is 
not entitled to be present at meetings of the governor's 
executive council. 

(4) The Governor-General in Council may, with the ap
proval of the Secretary of State in Council, make rules as to 
the conditions under which and manner in which persons resi
dent in India may be nominated or elected additional members 
of any of those legislative councils, and as to the qualifications 
for being, and for being nominated or elected, an additional 
member of any of those councils, and as to any other matter 
for which rules are authorized to be made under this section, 
and also as to the manner in which those rules are to be carried 
into effect. 

(5) All rules made under this section shall be laid before 
both Houses of Parliament as soon as may be after they are 
made, and those rules shall not be subject to repeal or alter
ation by the Governor-General in Legislative Council. 

Me.IDlLo of 10111.- 75.-( I) The legislative council of the 
laUv •• ouncllool Boallal, Governor of Bengal, Madras or Bombay 
MaO'" nO Bombay. shall assemble at such times and places 
as the governor appoints. 

(2) Any meeting of the council may be adjourned by the 
governor, or, under his authority, by the other person presiding. 

(3) In the absence of the governor from any meeting of the.
eouncil the person to preside thereat shall be the vice-president 
of the council, Of, in his absence, the senior civil member 
of the executive council present at the meeting, or, during the 
discussion of the annual financial statement or of any matter 
of general public interest, the vice-president or the member 
appointed to preside in accorcbulce with rules made under thls 
A~ . 
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(4) If any difference of opinion arises on any "question 
brought before a meeting of the council, the person preaidin~ 
shall have a second or casting vote. 

78.-(1) The number of members nominated or elected to 
the legislative council of a lieutenant-goveroor or chief com

missioner, the number of such, members 
l.tl~:":!:::::~o~II:=l:: required to constitute a quorum, the term 
:::';'f';;::'::'~ and cbl,1 of offic.e of Iluch members: and the ,?anner 

of , filltng casual vacanCl~S occurring by 
reason of absence from India, inability to attend to duty, 
death, acceptance of office, or resignation quly accepted, or 
otherwise, shall, in the case of each such council, be such as 
may be prescribed by rules made under this Act; 

Provided that the aggregate number of members so 
nominated or elected shall not, in the case of any legislative 
council mentioned in the first column of the First Schedule to 
this Act, exceed the number specified in that behalf in the 
second column of that schedule. 

(2) , At least one-third of the persons so nominated or 
elected to the legislative councIl of a lieutenant-governor or 
chief commissioner must be persons not in the civil or military 
service of the Crown in India. 

(3) The Governor-General in Council may, with the ap
proval of the Secretary of State in Council, make rules as to 
conditions ·under which and manner in which persons resident 
in India may be nominated or elected members of any of those 
legislative councils, and as to the qualifications for being, and 
for being nominated or elected, a member of any of those coun
cils, and as to any other matter for which rules are authorized to 
be made under this section, and as to the manner in which 
those rules are to be carried into effect. • 

(4) All rules made under tbis section shall be laid before 
both Houses of Parliament as soon a~ may be after they arc 
made, and. those rules shall not be subject to repeal or altera
tion by the Governor-G7neral in Legislative Council. 

77.-{1) When a new lieutenant-governorship is constituted 
under this Act, the Governor-General in Council may, by 
" notification, with the sanction ' of His 
~ ~ Maj~ty previou~ly signifi~ by the 'Secre-

' "' ' .' taTY of State, In Council, constit1lte" ~ 
Lieuteant-Go~ in Legislative Council of t~ pr9V~ <.: 
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from a date specified in the notification, a local legislature for 
that province, and define the limits of the province for which 
the Lieutenant-Governor in Legislative Council is to exercise 
legislative powers. 

(2) The Governor-General in Council may, by notification, 
extend the provisions of this Act relating to legislative councils 
of lieutenant-governors, subject to such modifications and adap
tations as he may consider necessary. to any province for the 
time being under a chief commissioner. 

78.-(1} Every lieutenant-governor who has no executive 
council, and every chief commissioner who 

c":'''::~·~IOI,I:f.~~:::'~~ has a legislative council, shall appoint a 
~h:r::::.,:" cblo' com- ~ember. of his legislative council to be 

vIce-president thereof. 
(2) In the absence of the lieutenant-governor or chief 

commissioner from any meeting of his legislative council the 
person to preside thereat shall be the vIce-president of the 
council, or, in his absence, the member of the council who is 
highest in official rank among those holding office under the 
Crown who are present at the meeting, or, during the discussion 
of the annual financial statement or of any matter of general 
pnblic interest. the vice-president or the member appointed to 
preside in accordance with rules made under this Act. 

(3) If any difference of opinion arises on any question 
brought before a meeting of the council. the person presiding 
shan have a second or casting vote. 

'79.-(1) The local legislature of any province has power. 
subject to the provisions of this Act. to 

.. ::.'::" 01 local lqio- make laws for the peace and good govern
ment of the territories for the time being 

constituting that province. 
(2) The 10ca11egislature of any province may, with the 

previous sanction of the governor-general, but not otherwiie 
repeal or alter as to that province any law made either before' 
or after the commencement of this Act by any authority in 
British India other than that locallegislature. 

(3) The local legislature of any province may not, without 
the previous sanction of the governor-general, make or blke 
into consideration any law-

(a) alTect1ng the public debt of .India, 01' tbe customs 
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duties, or any other tax or duty for the time hQiog 
in force and imposed by the authority of the 
Governor-General in Council for the general pur-
poses of the government of India j or ' , 

(0) regulating any of the current coin, or the issue of any 
bills, notes or other paper currency ; or 

(c) regulating the conveyance of letters by the post office 
or messages by the electric telegraph ; or 

(4) altering in any way the Indian Penal Code; or 
(to) aKecting the religion or religious rites and usages of 

any ,class of British subjects in India j or 
(f) affecting the discipline or maintenance of allY part of 

His Majesty's naval or military forces j or 
(g) regulating patents or copyright; or 
(k) affecting the relations of the Government with foreign 

princes or states. 
(4) The local legislature of any province has not power to 

make any law affecting any Act of Parliament. 
(5) Provided that an Act or a provision of an Act made 

by a local legislature, and subsequently assented to by the 
governor-general in pursuance of this Act, shall not be deemed 
invalid by reason only of its requiring the previous sanction of 
the governor-general under this Act. 

80.-(11 At a meeting of a local legislative council no 
motion shall be entertained other than a motion 'for leave to 

introduce a measure into the council for 
~ at ........... the purpose of enactment, or having refer-

ence to a measure introduced or proposed to be introduced 
into the council for that purpose, or having reference to some 
rule for the conduct of business in the council, and no business 
shall be transacted other than the consideration of tho.e fIlotiooi 
or the alteration of those rules. ' 

(2) It shall not be lawful for any member of any local 
legislative council to introduce, without the previous sanctiOD 

. of the governor, lieutenant-governor or chief commissioner, any 
. measure affecting the public revenues of the p~vince or 
imsxmng !Uly 'charge on those teVenues. 

(l) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions 
o(t~~aeetioa:l. ~ local ~t may" witb the saoct1on 
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of the Governor-General in Council, make rules authorising, 
at any meeting of the local legislative council, the discussion 
of the annual financial statement of the local Government, 
and of any mattter of general public interest, and the asking 
of questions, under such conditions and restrictions as may be 
prescribed in the rules, Rules made under this sub-section for 
any council may provide for the appointment of a member of 
the council to preside at any such discussion in the place of 
the governor, lieutenant-governor or chief commissioner, as the 

'case may be, and of the vice-president, and shall be laid before 
both Houges of Parliament as soon as may be after they are 
made, and shall not be subject to repeal or alteration by the 
Governor-General in Legislative Councilor the local legislature, 

81,-(1) When an Act has heen passed at a meeting of 
a local legislative council, the governor, lieutenant-governor or 

A ... nl 10 Acl. 01 chief commissioner, whether he was or was 
locallegl.laturo.. not present in council at the passing of 
the Act, may declare that he assents to or withholds hiS assent 
from the Act. 

12) If the governor, lieutenant-governor or chief com
missioner withholds his assent from any such Act, the Act 
has no effect. 

(3) If the governor, lieutenant-governor or chief com
missioner assenb to any such Act he shall forthwith send 
an authentic copy of the Act to the governor'general, and 
the Act shall not have validity until the governor-general has 
assellted thereto and that assent has been signified by the 
governor-general to, and published by, the governor, lieutenant
governor or chief commissioner. 

(4) Where the governor-general withholds his assent from 
any such Act, he shall signify to the governor, Iieutenant
governor or chief commissioner in writing his reason for so 
withholding his assent. 

83.-(1) When any such Act has been assented to by the 
governor-general, he shall send to the Secretary of State an 

Po ...... 1 CroWD to authentic copy thereof, and it shall be 
.... 11- Acta 01 local lawful for His Majesty to signify. through 
lag\aI"""', the Secretary of State in Council, his 
disallowance 0( any such Act. 

(2) Where the disallowance of any such Act has been $0 

signified, the governor, lieutenant-governor or chief coUlmiSsi~~; 



GbVERNMENT OF INDIA Act, '915: ·31 

shall forthwith 'notify the disallowance, and thereupon . the 
Act, as from the date of the notification, shall become void 
accordingly. 

83.-(1) The local Government of any province for which a' 
local legislative council i< hereafter constituted under this Act 

R .... 'or conduct of shall, before the first meeting of that coun-
1.~latlv. btuln.... cil, and with the sanction of the Governor
General in COUllcil, make rules for the conduct of legislative 
business in that council (including rules for prescribing the mode 
of promulgation and authentication of laws passed by that 
council). \ 

(2) A local legislature may, subject to the assent of the 
governor, lieutenant-governor or chief commission!: .. , alter the 
rules for the conduct of legislative business in the local legisla
tive council '(including rules prescribing the mode of promul
gation and authentication of laws passed by the council); but 
any alteration so made may be disallowed by the Governor
General in Council, and if so disallowed shall have no effect. . 

Validity of Indian Laws. 

R.movolol doubh ... ~~. A Ia,w made by any author!ty 
to validity 01 certeln In British IndIa shall not be deemed m
Indlon lawI_ valid solely on account of anyone or 
more of the following reasons :-

(a l in the case of a law made by the Governor-General in 
Legislative Council, because it affects the prero
gative of the Crown ; or 

Ih) in the case of any law, because the requisite propor
tion of members not holding office under the 
Crown in India was not complete at the date ofits 
introduction into the council or its enactment; or 

(c) in the case of a law made by a local legislature. be. 
cause it confers on magistrates, being justices of 
the peace, the same jurisdiction over European 
British subjects as that legislature, by Acts duly 
made, could lawfully confer on magistrates in the 
exercise of authority over other British subjects 
in the like cases. 
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PAR'l' VII. 

SALAklES, LEAVE OF ABSENCE, VACATION 'OF 

OFFICE, ApPOINTMENTS, &c. 

815.-( I) There shall be paid to the Governor-General of 
India, and to the other persons mentioned in the Second Sche-

dule to this Act, out of the revenues of 
!l'lar!:::,~.::::.r":.-: India, such salaries, not exceeding in any 
~ ... 0_ oOld.I.... case the maximum specified in that behalf 
,..... in that Schedule, and such allowances (if 
any) for equipment and voyage, as the Secretary of State in 
Council may by order fix in that behalf, and, subject to or in 
default ofany such order, as are payable at the commencement 
of this Act: 

(2) Provided as follows :-
(a) an order affecting salaries of members of the gover

nor-general's executive council may not be made 
without the concurrence of a majority of votes at 
a meeting of the Council of India; 

(b) if any person to whom this section applies holds or 
enjoys any pension or salary, or any office of 
profit under the Crown or under any public office, 
his salary under this section shall be reduced by 
the amount of the pension, salary or profits of 
office so held or enjoyed by him ; 

(c) nothing in the provisions of this section with respect 
to allowances shall authorise the imposition of any 
additional charge on the revenues of India. 

(3) The remuneration payable to a persOIl under this sec
tion shall commence on his taking upon himself the execution 
of bis office, and shall be the whole profit or advantage which 
he shall enjoy from his office during his continuance therein. 

88.-(1) The Governor-General in Council may grant to 
any of the ordinary members of his executive council, and a 

IA. oJ._ t Governor in council may grant to any .. _.=. oJ _IV: member of his executive council, leave of _.11.. absence under medical certificate for a 
period not ex~lng six months. 

(2) Where a member of council obtains leave of absence 
in pursuance of tbia section, be sball retain his office dering, 
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his abgence, and shall on his return and resumption 01 bill 
duties be entitled to receive half his salary for the period of 
his absence; .but if his absence exceeds six months his office 
shan become vacant. , 

87.-(1) If the governor-general, or a governor. or the 
commander-in-chief of His Maje!\ty's forces ,in India, and, sub

ject to the foregoing provisions of this Ad 
I::::i~':''''':~::=~ as to leave of absenc~ if any. ordinary 

. member of the executive council of the 
governor-general, or any member of the executive council of a 
governor departs from India, intending to return to Europe, his 
office shall thereupon become vacant. 

(2) No act or declaration of the governor-general or a 
governor or a member of an executive council, other than as 
aforesaid, except a declaration in writing under hand and seal, 
delivered to a secretary to the Government of India or to the 
chief secretary of the presidency wherein he is, in order to its 
being recorded, shall be deemed or held as a resignation or 
surrender of his office. 

(3) If the governor-general, or any ordinary member of the 
governor-general's executive council, leaves India otherwise than 
in the known actual service of the Crown, and if any governor, 
lieutenant-governor or member of a governor's executive coun
cil leaves the province to which he belongs, otherwise than as 
aforesaid, his salary and allowances shall not be payable during 
his absence to any person for his use. 

(4) If any such officer, not having proceeded or intended 
to proceed to Europe, dies during his absence and whilst in
tending to return to India or to' his province, .his salary and 
allowances shall, subject to any rules in that behalf made by 
the Secretary of State in Council, be paid to his personal re
presentatives. 

(5) If any such officer does not return to India or bis 
province, or retums to Europe, his salary and allowances 'hall 
be deemed to have ceased on the day of his leaving India ,or his 
proviJl(:e. 

88.-:-(1) His Majesty may, by warrant under aiB Royal 
Sign Manual, appoint any person conditionally to succeed to 

any oC the offices of governor-geneni1, 
~d'''' ~. govunor, ordinary member of the Cxec:a

five coundl of the govemor~pr 
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PART VII. 

SALAIUES, LEAVE OF AaSENCE, VACATION' OF 

OFFICE, ApPOINTMENTS, &c. 

85.-(1) There shall be paid to the Governor-General of 
India, and to the other persons mentioned in the Second Sche-

dule to this Act, out of the revenues of :r .... ,;:.:~~r:!.=rn:..-= India, such salaries, not exceeding in any 
c!.1:l'.. olber official. In case the maximum specified in that behalf 
India. in that Schedule, and such allowances (if 
any) for equipment and voyage, as the Secretary of State in 
Council may by order fix in that behalf, and, subject to or in 
deranlt orany such order, as are payable at the commencement 
of this Act: 

(2) Provided as follows :-
(a) an order affecting salaries of members of the gover

nor-general's executive council may not be made 
without the concurrence of a majority of votes at 
a meeting of the Council of India; 

(6) if any person to whom this section applies holds or 
enjoys any pension or salary, or any office of 
profit under the Crown or under any public office, 
his salary under this section shall be reduced by 
the amount of the pension, salary or profits of 
office so held or enjoyed by him; 

(e) nothing in the provisions of this section with respect 
to allowances shall authorise the imposition of any 
additional charge on the revenues of India. 

(3) The remuneration payable to a person under this sec
tion shall commence on his taking upon himself the execution 
of his office, and shall be the whole profit or advantage which 
he shall enjoy from his office during his continuance therein. 

88,-(1) The Governor-General in Council may grant to 
any of the ordinary members of his executive council, and a 
'" 01 _... 10 Governor in conncil may grant to any 
_~ 01 ~ve member of his executive council, leave of 
.....u.. absence under medical certificate for a 
period not exceeding six months. 

(2) Where a member of council obtains leave of absence 
in pursuance of this soction, be shall retain his office darirJr 
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his absence, and shan on his return and' resumption of bis 
duties be entitled to receive half his salary for the period of 
his absence; but if his absence exceeds six months his office 
shall become vacant. 

87.-(1) If the governor-general, or a governor, or the 
commander-In-chief of His Majesty's forCes in India, and. sub

ject to the foregoing provisions of this 'Act 
I=~~l'l:!::::'~:::"'';~ as to leave of absence, if any ordjn~ 

member of the executive. council of the 
governor-general, or any member of th~ executive council of a 
governor departs from India, intending to return to Europe, his 
office shall thereupon become vacant , 

(2) No act or declaration of the governor-general or a 
governor or a member of an executive council, other than as 
aforesaid, except a declaration in writing under hand and seal, 
delivered to a secretary to the Government of India or to the 
chief secretary of the presidency wherein he is, in order to its 
being recorded, shall be deemed or held as a resignation or 
surrender of his office. 

(3) If the governor-general, or any ordi~ary member of the 
governor-genera!'s executive council, leaves India otherwise than 
in the known actual service of the Crown, and if any governor, 
lieutenant-governor or member of a governor's executive coun
cil leaves the province to which he belongs, otherwise than as 
aforesaid, his salary and allowances shall not be payable during 
his absence to any person for his use. 

(4) If any such officer, not having proceeded or intended 
to proceed to Europe, dies during his absence and whilst in
tending to return to India or to' his province, .his salary and 
allowances shall, subject to any rules in that behalf made by 
the Secretary of State in Council, be paid to his personal re
presentatives. 

(5) If any such officer does not return to India or his 
province, or returns to Europe, his salary and allowances shall 
be deemed to have ceased on the day of his leaving India or bI. 
pro'iince. ' . 

18.-(x) His Majesty may, by warrant under His Royal 
Sign Manual, appoint any person conditionally to succeed to 

any of the offices of govemor..generaI, 
.=.n'", ........ ·govemor, ordinary member of the execu

tm: councO of the govemo~tOI' 
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member of the executive coundl of a governor, in the event. 
of the office becoming vacant, or in any other event or contin
gency expressed in the appointment, and revoke any such 
conditional appointment. 

(2) A person so conditionally appointed shall not be en· 
titled to any authority, salary or emolument appertairiing to 
the office to which he is appointed, until he is in the actual 
possession of the office. 

89.-(1) If any person entitled under a conditional ap
pointment to succeed to the office of governor-general, or ap

Power lor rover-nor
paera' to .J{.r~J.e 
power. belore taktnrr 
••• t. 

pointed absolutely to that office, is in 
India on or after the event on which he 
is to succeed, and thinks it necessary to 
exercise the powers of governor-general 

before he takes his seat in council, he may make known by 
notification his appointment and his intention to assume the 
office of governor-general. 

(2) After the notification, and thenceforth until he repairs 
to the place where the council may assemble, he may exercise 
alone all or any of the powers which might be exercised by the 
Governor-General in Council. 

(3) All acts done in the council after the date of the 
notification, but before the communication thereof to the coun
cil, shall be valid, subject, nevertheless, to revocation or altera
tion by the person who has so assumed the office of governor
general. 

(4) When the office of governor-general is assumed under 
the foregoing provision, the vice-president. or, if he is absent, 
the senior ordinary member of the council then present, shall 
preside therein with the same powers as the governor-general 
would have had if present. 

9O.-(1} If a vacancy occurs in the office of governor
general when there is no conditional or other successor in 

T.';'"",.,y ¥ae .... yln India to supply the .vacancy, the governor 
otUee 01 ~ov.l'IIOr....... who was first appomted to the office of 
ral. governor by His Majesty shall bold and 
execute the office of governor-general until a successor arrives 
or until some person in India is duly appointed thereto. 

(2) Every such acting governor-general, while acting as 
such, shall have and may exer(:ise all the rights and powers of 
the office of governor-general, and shall be entitled to .r~ve. 
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the emoluments and advantages appertaining to the office, 
foregoing the salary and allowances appertaining to his office of 
governor; and his office of governor shall be supplied, for the 
time during which he acts as govemor-generaJ, in the manner 
directed by this Act with respect to vacancies in the office of 
governor. 

(3) If, on the vacancy occurring, it appears to the governor, 
who by virtue of this section holds and executes the office of 
governor-general, necessary to exercise the powers thereof before 
he takes his seat in council, he may ma.ke known by l1oti6ea· 
tion his appointment, and his intention to assume the office of 
governor-general, and thereupon the provisions of this Act 
respecting the assumption of the office by a person conditionally 
appointed to succeed thereto shall apply. 

(4) Until such a governor has assumed the office of 
governor-general, if no conditional or other successor is on 
the spot to supply such vacancy, the vice-president, or, if 
he is absent, the senior ordinary member of the executive 
council, shall hold and execute the office of governor-generaJ 
until the vacancy is filled in accordance with the provisions of 
this Act. 

(5) Every vice-president or other member of council so 
acting as governor-general, while so acting, shall have and may 
exercise all the rights and powers of the office of governor
general, and shall be entitled to receive the emoluments and 
advantages appertaining to the office, foregoing his salary and 
allowances as member of council for that period. 

B1. -( I) If a vacancy occurs in the office of governor when 
no conditional or other successor is on the spot to supply the 

vacancy, the vice-president, or, if he is 
oJk:':r;7.;;:':.. .... c)' In absent,. the seni~r me~ber of the governo~s 

executive counctl, or, If there is no COUrM;ll 

the chief secretary to the local Government, shall bold and 
execute the office of governor until a successor arrives, or until 
some ,other person on the spot is duly appointed thereto. 

, (2) Every such acting governor shall, while acting as such, 
be entitled to receive the emoluments and advantages apper
taining to the office of governor, foregoing the salary and 
allowances appertaining to bis olice of member of council or 
secretaf}'. ' 

6, 
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91.-(1) If a vacancy occurs in the office of an ordinary 
member of the executive council of the governor-general or a 

T member of the executive council of a 
ofl~':~::''::'~:l:: governor, and there is no conditional or 
••• uUvo council. other successor present on the spot, the 
Governor-General in Council or Governor in Council, as the case 
may be, shall supply the vacancy by appointing a temporary 
member of council. 

(2) Until a successor arrives the person so appointed shall 
hold and execute the office to which he has been appointed, 
and shall have and may exercise all the rights and powers 
thereof, and shall be entitled to receive the emoluments and 
advantages appertaining to the office, foregoing all emoluments 
and advantages to which he was entitled at the time of his 
being appointed to that office. 

(3) If any ordinary member of the executive council of 
the governor-general or any member of the executive council 
of a governor is, by infirmity or otherwise, rendered Incapable 
of acting or of attending to act as such, or is absent on leave, 
then, if any person has been conditionally appointed to succeed 
to his office and is on the spot, the place of that member shall 
be supplied by that person, and, if no person conditionally 
appointed to succeed to the office is on the spot, the Governor
General in Councilor Governor in Council, as the case may 
be, shall appoint some person to be a temporary member of 
council. 

(4) Until the return to duty of the member so incapable 
or absent, the person conditionally or temporarily appointed 
shall hold and execute the office to which he has been appointed, 
and shall have and may exercise all the rights and powers 
thereof, and shall be entitled to receive half the salary of the 
member of council whose place he fills, and also half the 
salary of any other office which he may hold, if he hold any 
such office, the remaining half of such last-named salary being 
at the disposal of the Governor-General in Councilor Governor 
in Council, as the case may be. 

(s) Provided as follows :-
(a) no person may be appointed a temporary member bf 

council who might not have been appointed under 
this Act to till the vacancy supplied by the tem
porary appointment; and 
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Co) if the Secretary of State informs the governor. 
general that it is not the intention of His Maj~ty 
to fill a vacancy in the governor-general's executive 
council, no temporary appointment may be made 
under this section to fill the vacancy, and if any 
such temporary appointment has been made before 
the date of the receipt of the information by the 
governor.general, the tenure of the person tem. 
porarily appointed shall cease from that date. 

93.-(1) A nominated or elected member of the Indian 
Legislative Councilor of a local legislative council may resign 

his office to the governor-general or to 
co=~~I"I"I..uI.t1ve the governor, lieUtenant-governor or chief 

commissioner, as the case may be, and 
on the acceptance of the resignation the office shall become 
vacant. 

(2) If for a period of two consecutive months any such 
member is absent from India or unable to attend to the duties 
of his office, the governor-general, governor. lieutenant-governor 
or chief commissioner, as the case may be, may, by notification 
published in the Government Gazette, declare that the seat in 
council of that member has become vacant. . 

94. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Secretary 
of State in Council may, with the concurrence of a majority of 

L .. ve. 
votes at a meeting of the Council of India, 
make rules as to the absence on leave of 

persons in the. service of the Crown in India, and the terms as 
to continuance, variation or cessation of pay, salary and allow. 
ances on which any such leave may be granted. 

95.-(1) The Secretary of State in Council, with the con
cUt"rence of a majority of votes at a meeting of the Council 

of India, may make rules for distributing 
Powortomakerale... between the several authorities in India to , .......... ppo!at_to. •• 

the power of makmg appomtments to and 
promotions in offices under the Crown in India, and may 
reinstate officers and servants suspended or removed by any 
of those authgrities. . 

(2) Subject to such rules, all appointments to offices and 
commands in India, and all promotions, which. by law, or 
IInder any fegulations, usage or custo"" are, at the commence
ment of this Act, madeby any authority in India, shall, subject 
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to the qnalifications, conditions and restrictions then affecting 
such appointments and promotions, respectively, continue to be 
made in India by the like authority. 

96. No native of British Inelia, nor any subject of His 
No dU bllltl I • Majesty resident therein, shall, by reason Qedol t"'IIr.0:~ .:I!:r only of his religion, place of birth, descent, 

or placo 01 b rtb. colour, or any of them, be disabled from 
holding any office under the Crown in India. 

PART VIIJ. 

THE INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE. 

97.-(1) The Secretary of State in Council may, with the 
advice and assistance of the Civil Service Commissioners, make 

rules for the examination, under the super
tIo~~:I:::,r ctv::I::~~DIc~~ intendence of those Commissioners, of 

British ~ubjects desirous of becoming 
candidates for appointment to the Indian Civil Service. 

(2) The rules shall prescribe the age and qualifications of 
the candidates, and the subjects of examination. 

(3) All rules made in pursuance of this section shall be 
laid before Parliament within fourteen days after the making 
thereof, or, if Parliament is not then sitting, then within fourteen 
days after the next meeting of Parliament. 

(4) the candidates certified to be entitled under the rules 
shall be recommended for appointment according to the order 
of their proficiency as shown by their examination. 

(5) Such persons only as are so certified may be appointed 
or admitted to the Indian Civil Service by the Secretary of 
State in Council. 

98. Subject to the provisions of this Act, all vacancies 
happening in any of the offices specified or referred to in the 

Third Schedule to this Act, and all such 
I.~:;~I~:I::. thO offices which may be created hereafter, 

shall be filled from amongst the members. 
ofthe Indian Civil Service. 

99.-(1) The authorities in India, by whom appointments 
are made to offices in the Indian Civil Service, may appoint 
~ .. fo "",.Itrt'..... to any such office any person of proved 

w. _ I.......... merit and ability domiciled in British 
ottloioo. India and born in British hxlia of parents 



GOVERNMEIIT OF INDIA ACT, 1915. 

habitually resident in India and nat established there for 
temporary purposes only, although the person so appointed 
has not been admitted to that service in accordance with the 
foregoing provisions of this Act. 

(2) Every such appointment shall' be made subject to 
such rules as may be prescribed by the Governor·General it' 
Council and sanctioned by the Secretary of State in Connell 
with the concurrence of a majority of votes at a meeting of the 
Council of India. 

(3) The Governor-General in Council may, by resolution, 
define and limit the qualification of persons who may be 
appointed under this section, but every resolution made for 
that purpose shall be subject to the 'sanction of the Secretary 
of State in Council, and shall not have forre until it has been 
laid for thirty days before both Houses of Parliament. 

100.-(1) Where it appears to the authority in India by 
whom an appointment is to be made to any office reserved to 

Pow., to make p,o- members of the Indian Civil Service, that 
vlolonal appolatmoat. In a person not being a member of that 
ce,taln ca.... service ought, under the special circums
tances of the case, to be appointed thereto, the authority may 
appoint thereto any person who has resided for at least seven 
years in India and who has, before his appointment, fulfilled 
all the tests (if any) which would be imposed in the like case 
on a member of that service. 

(2) Every such appointment shall be provisional only, 
and shall forthwith be reported to the Secretary of State, with 
the special reasons for making it; and, unless the Sccretary 
of State in Council approves the appointment, with the con
currence of a majority of votes at a meeting of the Council 
of India, and within twelve months from the date of the ap
pointment intimates such approval to the authority by whom 
the appointment was made, the appointment shall be cancelled. 

PART IX. 

THE INDIAN HIGH COURTS. 

Cunstitution. 

101.-(1) The high courts referred to in this Act are the 
high courts of judicature for..the time 

~- •• II"" being established in British. India by 
Ittters patent. 
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(z) Each high court shall consist of a chief justice and as 
many other judges as His Majesty may think fit to appoint; 
Provided as follows :-

(i) the Governor-General in Council may appoint persons 
to act as additional judges of any high court, for 
such period, not exceeding two years, as may be 
required; and the judges so appointed shall, whilst 
so acting, have all the powers of a judge of the 
high court appointed by His Majesty under this 
Act; 

(ii) the maximum number of judges of a high court, 
including the chief justice and additional judges, 
shall be twenty. 

(3) A judge of a high court must be-
(a) a barrister of England or Ireland, or a member of 

the Faculty of Advocates in Scotland, of not less 
than five years' standing; or 

(b) a member of the Indian Civil Service of not less 
than ten years' standing, and having for at least 
three years served as, or exercised the powers of, 
a district judge; or 

(c) a person having held judicial office, not inferior to 
that of a subordinate judge or a judge of a small 
cause court, for a period of not less that five 
years; or 

(d) a person having been a pleader of a high court for 
a period of not less than ten years. 

(4) Provided that not less than one-third of the judges 
of a high court, including the chief justice but excluding ad
ditional judges, must be such barristers or advocates as afore
said, and that not less than one-third must be members of the 
Indian Civil Service. 

(s) The high court for the North-Western Provinces may 
be styled the high court of judicature at Allahabad, and the 
high court at Fort William in Bengal is in this Act referred 
to as the high court at Calcutta. 

102.-(1) Every judge of a high court 
T_ • •• oflke of shall hold his office during His Mau...ty' .. ...... G' "'p _.. .-- ~ 

pleasure. 
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(2) Any such Judge may resign his office, in the eue of 
the high court at Calcutta, to the Governor-General In Council, 
and in other cases to the local Government. 

103.-{I) The chief justice of a high 
of .t:':o4,:,:~ ... lad... court shall have rank and precedence be

fore the other judges of the same courl 
(ll) All the other judges of a high court shall have rank 

and precedence according to the seniority of their appointments, 
unless otherwise provided in their patents. 

104.-(1) The Secretary of State in Council may fix the 
salaries, allowances, furloughs, retiring pensions, and (where 

SOloriM. "c.. of necessary) expenses for equipment and 
lad ... 01 hI", coa..... voyage, of the chief justices and other 
judges of the several high courts, and may alter them, but any 
such alteration shall not affect the salary of any judge appointed 
before the date thereof. 

(2) The remuneration fixed for a judge under this section 
shall commence on his taking upon himself the execution of 
his office, and shall be the whole profit or advantage which he 
shall enjoy from his office during his continuance therein. 

(3) If a judge of a high court dies during his voyage to 
India, or within six months after his arrival there, for the 
purpose of taking upon himself the execution of his office, the 
Secretary of State shall pay to his legal personal representatives, 
out of the revenues of India, such a sum of money as will, with 
the amount received by or due to him at the time of his death 
on account of salary, make up the amount of one year's salary. 

(4) If a judge of a high court dies while in possession 
of his office and after the expiration of six months from his 
arrival in India for the purpose of taking upon himself the 
execution of his office, the Secretary of State shall pay to bis 
legal personal representatives, out of the revenues of India, over 
and above the sum due to him at the time of his death, a sum 
equal to six months' salary. 

l05.-{I) On the occurrence of a vacancy in the office 
of chief justice of a high court, and during any absence of 

such a chief justice. the Governor-General 
=.~a:. !'lk. v:; in Councll In the case of the high court at 
..... Iat... w...... Calcutta, and the local Government in 

• , other cases, shall appoint one of the other 
judges of the ~ high court to perform the duties of chlef 
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justice of the court, until some person has been appointed by 
His Majesty to the office of ~ief justice of the court, and has 
entered on the discharge of the duties of that office, or until 
the chief justice has returned from his absence, as the case 
requires. 

(2) On the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of any 
other judge of a high court, and during any absence of any 
such judge, or on the appointment of any such judge to act 
as chief justice, the Governor-General in Council in the case of 
the high cOllrt at Calcutta, and the local Government in other 
cases, may appoint a person, with such qualifications as are 
required in persons to be appointed to the high court, to act as 
a judge of the court; and the person so appointed may sit 
and perfurm the duties uf a judge of the court, until some 
person has been appointed by His Majesty to the office of 
judge of the court, and has entered on the discharge of the 
duties of the office, or until the absent judge has returned from 
his absence, or until the Governor-General in Councilor the 
local Government, as the case may be, sees cause to cancel the 
appointment of the acting judge. 

JU1·isdiction. 

106 -(I) The several high courts are courts of record 
and have such jurisdiction, original and appellate, including 

Jurbdlctlo .. 01 billb admiralty jurisdiction in respect of offences 
CODrh. committed on the high seas, and all such 
powers and authority over or in relation to the administration 
of justice, including power to appoint clerks and other minis
terial officers of the court, and power to make rules for regu
lating the practice of the court, as are vested in them by 
letters patent, and, subject to the provisions of any such letters 
patent, all such jurisdiction, powers and authority as are 
vested io those courts respectively at the commencement of 
this Act. 

(2) The high courts have not and may not exercise any 
original jurisdiction in any matter concerning the revenue, or 
concerning any act ordered or done in the collection thereof 
according to the usage and practice of the country or the law 
for the time being in force. 

107. Each of the high courts has 
wIUt-:..:!r'f!' "::! superintendence oyer all courts for the 
or4IData --. time being subject to its appcllate j~ 
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diction, and may do any of the following things, that is ~. 
say.-

(a) call for returns; 
(0) direct the transfer of any suit or appeal from 'any 

such court to any other court of equal or superior 
jurisdiction; . 

(c) make and issue general rules and prescribe forms for 
regulating the practice and proceedings of such 
courts; 

(d) prescribe forms in which books, entries atld accounts 
shall be kept by the officers of any such courts; 
and . 

(e) settle tables of fees to be allowed to the sheriff, 
attorneys, and all clerks and officers of courts : 

Provided that such rules, forms and tables shall not be 
inconsistent with the provisions of allY Act for the time being 
in force, and shall require the previous approval, in the case of 
the high court at Calcutta, of the Governor-General in Council, 
and in other cases of the local Government. 

108.-(1) Each high court mily by its own rules provide 
Exorel •• 01 'url.dle- as it thinks lit for the exercise, by one or 

tlon by Ilnll'l. ludll'u or more judges. or by division courts consti
dlvlolon courU. tuted by two or more judges, of the high 
court, of the original and appellate jurisdiction vested in the 
court. 

(2) The chief justice of each high court shall determiJ1e 
what judge in each case is to sit alone, and what judges of 
the court, whether with or without the chief justice, are to 
constitute the several division courts. 

109.-(1) The Governor-General in Council may, by order, 
transfer any territory or place from the jurisdiction of one to 

the jurisdiction of any other of the high 
o ... ~::.·r t:r .?:..':."c'i':°r; courts, and authorise any high court to 
~:::rc:r::~fl~'l''::'.:~J:: e?,er~ise all or any port.i<?n of it;s jurisdic. 

tlon In any part of BrltL~h India not in
cluded within the limits for which the high court was estab
lished, and also to e:ltercise any such jurisdiction in respect of 
Christian subjects of His Majesty resident in any part of India 
outside British India. . 

(2) The Governor-General in Council shall transmit to the 
Secretary of State an authentic copy of every order made undct 
tQi. scetion. 

,". 
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(3) His Majesty may signify, through the Secretary of State 
in Council, his disallowance of any such order, and such dis-, 
allowance shall make void and annul the order as from the 
day on which the governor-general notifies that he has received 
intimation of the disallowance, but no act done by any higp 
court before such notification shall be deemed invalid by reason 
only of such disallowance. 

ese ... ptlon Irom lurl.- 110.-( I) The governor·general, each 
dlctlonelbllrhcoart. governor, and each of the members of 
their respective executive councils, shilll not-

(a) be subject to the original jurisdiction of any high 
court by reason of anything counselled, ordered 
or done by any of them in his public capacity 
only; nor 

(b) be liable to be arrested or imprisoned in any suit or 
proceeding in any high court acting in the exercise 
of its original jurisdiction; nor 

(c) be subject to the original criminal jurisdiction of any 
high court in respect of any offence not being 
treason or felony. 

(2) The exemption under this section from liability to arrest 
and imprisonment sh,pl extend also to the chief justices and 
other judges of the several high courts, 

111. The order in writing of the Governor-General in 
Council for any act shall, in any proceeding, civil or criminal, 

in any high court acting in the exercise of 
Written order bY't •. I . . d' t' b r: II' . 

comor-lrOnoral lUlU- I S ongma Juns IC IOn, e a 1U Jusll-
.~: I~':t'ia~ct In any fication of the act, except so far as. ~he 

order extends to any EUropean Bntlsh 
subject; but nothing in this section shall exempt the governor
general, or any member of his executive council, or any person 
acting under their orders. from any proceedings in respect of 
any such act before any competent Court in England. 

Law to he administered. 

112. The high courts at Calcutta, Madras and Bombay. 
in the exerc;ise of their original jurisdiction in suits against 

Law to __ ."fa .. -
tand ID"_ 01 taheri_ ... --. 
and goods, and in 

inhabitants of Calcutta, Madras or 13ombay. 
as the case may be, shaU, in matters of 
inheritance and succession to lands, rent$ 

matters of contract and dealing between 
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party and party, when both parties are subject to the same 
personal law or custom having the force of law, decide abcord
ing to that personal law or custom, and when the parties are 
subject to different personal laws or customs having the force 
of law, decide according to the law or custom to which the 
defendant is subject. 

Additional High Courts. 

118. His Majesty may, if he sees fit, by letters patent, 
establish a high court of judicature in any territory in British 

Pow ... to HtabUob India, whether or not included within the 
additional blab C01U'to. limits of the local jurisdiction of another 
high court, and confer on any high court so established any 
such jurisdiction, powers and authority as are vested in or 
may be conferred on any high court existing at the commence
ment of this Act; and, where a high court is so established in 
.any area included within the limits of the local jurisdiction of 
another high court, His Majesty may, by letters patent, alter 
those limits, and make such incidental, consequential and sup
plemental provisions as may appear to be necessary by reason 
of the alteration. 

Advocate-General. 

114.-(1) His Majesty may, by warrant under His Royal 
Sign Manual, appoint an advocate-general 

pow~~::~!::,':,,::tat.I"~:~ for each of the presidencies of Bengal, 
raJ. Madras and Bombay. 

(2) The advocate-general for each of those presidencies may 
take on behalf of His Majesty such proceedings as may be taken 
by His Majesty's Attorney-General in England. 

PART X. 

ECCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENT. 

115.-(1) The bishops of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay 
have and may exercise within their respective dioceses such 

JIIr/MICU" at • .,..... episcopal functions, and such ecclesiastical 
~. jurisdiction for the superinteJldence and 

,good government of the ministers Qf the church of Eng1arid 
therein, as His MajestY' may, by letters patent, direct. 
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(2) The Bishop of Calcutta is the Metropolitan Bishop in 
India, subject nevertheless to the general superintendence and 
revision of the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

(3) Each of the bishops of Madras and Bombay is subject 
to the Bishop of Calcutta as such Metropolitan, and must at 
the time of his appointment to his bishopric, or at the time of 
his consecration as bishop, take, an oath of obedience to the 
Bishop of Calcutta, in such manner as His Majesty, by letters 
patent, may be pleased to direct. 

(4) His Majesty may, by letters patent, vary the limits of 
the dioceses of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay. 

15' Nothing in this Act or in any such letters patent as 
aforesaid shall prevent any person who is or has been bishop 
of any diocese in India from performing episcopal functions, 
not extending to the exercise of jurisdiction, in any diocese or 
reputed diocese at the request of the bishop thereof. 

116.-(1) The Bishop ofCa1cutta may admit into the holy 
orders of deacon or priest any person whom he, on examination, 

Po .... to odmlt t. deems duly qualified specially for the pur
bOly ord.... pose of taking on himself the cure of souls, 
or officiating in any spiritual capacity, within the limits of the 
diocese of Calcutta, and residing therein. 

(2) The deposit with the bishop of a declaration of such 
a purpose, and a written engagement to perform the same, 
signed by the person seeking ordination, shall be a sufficient 
title with a view to hi~ ordination. 

(3) It must be distinctly stated in the letters of ordination 
of every persoll so admitted to holy orders that he has been 
ordained for the cure of souls within the limits of the diocese 
of Calcutta only. 

(4) Unless a person so admitted is a British subject of or 
belonging to the United Kingdom, he shall not be required to 
take the oaths and make the subscriptions which persons or
dained in England are required to take and make. 

(5) Nothing in this section shall affect any letters P<J.tent 
issued by His Majesty. 

117. If any person under the degree of bishop is appoint. 
ed to the bishopric of Calcutta, Madras or Bombay, being at 

the time of his appointment resident in 
~.:'l::t.ofo= India, the Archbishop of Canterbury, if so 
, .. t.w.bopric. required to do by His Majesty by letters 

patent, may issue a commission onder his 
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band and seal, directed to the two remaining bishOps. .authori. 
sing and charging them to perform all requisite ceremonies fot 
the consecration of the person so to be appointed. 

118.-(1) The bishops and archdeacons of Calcutta, 
Madras and Bombay are appointed by His Majesty by lett~s 

patent, and there may be paid to them, or 
an.::Ia::"bl:::P.aJl~':.i to ~ny of them! out of the revenues of 
arcbdOllCOD.. India, such salaries and allowances as may 

be fixed by the Secretary of State in Coun
cil ; but any power of alteration under this enactment shall not 
be e~ercised so as to impose an)' additional charge on the re
venues of India. 

(2) The remuneration fixed for a bishop or archdeacon 
under this section shall commence on his taking upon himself 
the execution of his office, and be the whole profit or advantage 
which he shall "enjoy from his office during his continuance 
therein, and continue so long as he exercises the functions 
of his office. 

(3) There shall be paid out of the revenues of India the 
expenses "f visitations of the said bishops, but no greater sum 
may be issued on account of those expenses than is allowed by 
the Secretary of State in Council. 

119.-( I) If the Bishop of Calcutta dies during his voyage 
to India for the purpose of taking upon himself the e¥ecution 

of his office, or if the Bishop of Calcutta, 
t!tr;r.'::i~.!;o~~roo.n. Madras or Bombay dies within six months 

after his arrival there for that purpose, the 
Secretary of State shall pay to his legal personal representatives, 
out of the revenues of I ndia, such a sum of money as will, with 
the amount received by or due to him at the time of his death 
on account of salary, make up the amount of one year's salary .. 

(2) If the Bishop of Calcutta, Madras or Bombay dies 
while in possession of his office and after the expiration of six 
months from his arrival in India for the purpose of taking upon 
h/1;nself the execution of his office, the Secretary of State shall 
pay to his legal personal representatives, out of the revenues of 
India, over and above the sum due to him at the time of his 
death, a sum equal to six months' salary. 

lao. His Majesty may, by warrant under the Royal Sign 
Manual, countersigned by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
.................. grant, out of the revenuC5 of India, to any 

;Bishop of Calcutta a pension not eXc:eedine-
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fifteen hundred pounds per annum if be bas resided in India 
as Bishop of Calcutta, Madras or Bombay or archdeacon for 
ten years, or one thousand pounds per annum if he has resided 
in India as Bishop of Calcutta for seven years, or seven hundred 
and fifty pounds per annum if h~ has resided in India as Bishop 
of Calcutta for five years, or to any Bishop of Madras or Bombay 
a pension not exceeding eight hundred pounds per annum, to 
be paid quarterly, if he has resided in British India as such 
bishop for fifteen years. 

121. His Majesty may make such rules as to the leave 
of absence of the Bishops of Calcutta, 

Farlogp rule.. Madras and Bombay on furlough or medi-
cal certificate as seem to His Majesty expedient. 

122.-(1) Two members of the establishment of chaplains 
mainltlilled in each of the presidencies of Bengal, Madras and 

Bombay must always be (Ilinisters of the 
1.1:~~I~:=~:to~I'iI::~t Church of Scotland, and shall be entitled 
land. to have, out of the revenues of India, such 

salary as is from time to time allotted to 
the military chaplains in the several presidencies. 

(2) The ministers so appointed chaplains must be ordained 
and inducted by the presbytery of Edinburgh according to the 
forms and solemnities used in the Church of Scotland, and shall 
be subject to the spiritual and ecclesiastical jurisdiction in all 
things of the presbytery of Edinburgh, whose judgments sball 
be subject to dissent, protest and appeal to the Provincial Synod 
of Lotbian and Tweeddale and to the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland. 

123. Nothing in this Act shall prevent the Governor
General in Council from granting, with the sanction of the 

Secretary of State in Council, to any sect, 
C=~~:,,~10 ..... t. to persuasion or community of Christians, not 

being of the Church of England or Church 
of Scotland, such sums of money as may be expedient for the 
purpose of instruction or for the maintenance of places of 
worship. 

PART XI. 

OFFENCES, PROCEDURE AND PENALTIES. 

Cttrtat. ecta to be .......... .,.. 124. If any ' person holding office 
under the Crown in India does any of 
the following things, that is to say.-
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(I) if he oppresses any British subject within his juris-, 
diction or in the exerelse of his author-

Oppnuloa. ity ; or 
(2) if (except in case of necessity, the burden of prov

ing which shall bean him) he wilfully 
Willa' d .... b..sl •• c.. disobeys, or wilfully omits, forbears or 

neglects to execute, any orders or instructions of the Secretary 
of State; or 

Breach 01 dllty. 
(3) if he be guilty of any wilful breach 

of the trust and duty of his office; or 
(4) if, being the governor-general, or a governor, Iieutenant

governor or chief commissioner, or a'member of the executive 
council of the governor-general or of a 

TradlDr· governor or lieutenant-governor, or being 
a person employed or concerned in the collection of revenue 
or the administration of justice, be is concerned in, or has any 
dealings or transactions by way of, trade or business in any 
part of I ndia, for .the benefit either of himself or of any other 
person, otherwise than as a share-holder in any joint stock 
company or trading corporation; or 

(5) if he demands, accepts or receives, by himself or 
another, in the discharge of his office, any gift, gratuity or 

reward, pecuniary or otherwise, or any 
Receiving preNliu. promise of the same, except in accordance 

with such rules as may be made by the Secretary of State as 
to the receipt of presents, and except in the case of fees paid 
or payable to barristers, physicians, surgeons and chaplains 
in the way of their respective professions, 

he shall be guilty of a misdemeanour; and if he is 
convicted of having demanded, accepted or received any such 
gift, gratuity or reward, the same, or the full value thereof, 
shaH be forfeited to the Crown, and the court may order that 
the gift, gratuity or reward, or any part thereof, be restored 
to the person who gave it, or be given to the prosecutor or 
informer, and that the whole or any part of any fine imposed 
on the offender be paid or given to the prosecutor or informer, 
as the court may direct. 

126.-(1) If any European British subject, without the 
, previous consent in writing of the Secre-

e ...... 1.eut til ..... or tary of State in Councilor of the Gover-
. 'nor-General in Caunell or of a local 

Government, by himse'lf or another,- . 



S6 

(a) 

<b) 

( c) 

(d) 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT, 1915. 

lends any money or other valuable thing to any 
prince or chief in India j or 

is concerned in lending money to, or raising or procur
ing money for, any such prince or chief, or becomes 
security for the repayment of any such money; 
or 

lends any money or other valuable thing to any other 
person for the purpuse of being lent to any such . 
prince or chief; or . 

takes, holds. or is concerned in any bond, note or 
other security granted by any such prince or chief 
for the repayment of any loan or money herein
before referred to, 

he shall be guilty of a misdemeanour. 

(2) Every bond, note, or security for money, of what kind 
or nature soever, taken, held or enjoyed, either directly or 
indirectly, for the use and benefit of any European British 
subject, contrary to the intent of this section, shall be void. 

126.-(1) If any person carries on, mediately or im
mediately, any illicit correspondence, dangerous to the peace 

or safety of any part of British India, 
".~~~!!;~D~~D~~Ir.r- with any prince, chief, landholder or other 

person having authority in India, or with 
the commander, governor, or president of any foreign European 
settlement in I ndia, or any correspondence, contrary to the 
rules and orders of the Secretary of State or of the Governor. 
General in Councilor a Governor in Council, he shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanour; and ,the governor-gem::ral or governor 
may issue a warrant for securing and detaining in custody any 
person suspected of carrying on any such correspondence. 

(2) If, on examination taken on oath in writing of any 
credible witness before the Governor-General in Council or 
the Governor in Council, there appear reasonable grounds for 
the charge, the governor.general or governor may commit the 
person suspected or accused to safe custody, and shall within 
a reasonable time, not exceeding five days, cause to be deli
vered to him a copy of the charge on which he is. committed. 

(3) The person charged may deliver his defence in 
writing, with a list of such witnesses as he m~y desire to be 
examined in support thereof. 
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(4) The witnes5eS in support of . the charge and of the 
defence shall be examined and cross-examined on 0¥!t in the 
presence of the person charged, and their deposItions and 
examination shall be taken down in writing, 

(5) If, notwithstanding the defence, there appear to the 
Governor-General in Councilor Governor in Council reasonable 
grounds for the charge and for continuing the confinement, 
the person charged shall remain in custody until he is brought 
to trial in India or sent to England for trial. 

(6) All such examinations and proceedings, or attested 
copies thereof under the seal of the high court, shall be sent 
to the Secretary of State as soon as may be, in order to their 
being produced in evidence on the trial of the person charged 
in the event of his being sent for trial to England. 

(7) If any such person is to be sent to England, the 
governor-general or governor, as the case may be, shall cause 
him to be so sent at the first convenient opportunity, unless he 
is disabled by illness from undertaking the voyage, in which 
case he shall be so sent as soon as his state of health will 
safely admit thereof. 

(8) The examinations and proceedings transmitted in 
pursuance of this section shall be received as evidence in all 
courts of law, subject to any just exceptions as to the com
petency of the witnesses. 

127.-(1) If any person holding office under the Crown 
in India commits any offence under this Act, or any offence 

against any person within his jurisdiction 
ID ~:~.OD 01 011__ or subject to his authority, the offence may, 

without prejudice to any other jurisdiction, 
be inquired of, heard, tried and determined before His 
Majesty's High Court of Justice, and be dealt with as if com
mitted in the county of Middlesex. 

(2) Every British subject shall be amenable to all courts 
of justice in the United Kingdom, of competent jurisdiction to 
try offences committed in India, for any offence commiUed 
within india and outside British India, as if the offence had 
been committed within British India. 

128. Every prosecution before a high court in British 
India in respect of any offence referred 

_~=. to in the last ~o~goin~ section m\lSt be 
commenced Wlthm SIlt years after the 

commission of the offellce. 
S 
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119. If any person commits any offence referred to in 
this Act he shall be liable to such fine or imprisonment or 

both as the court thinks fit, and shall be 
Po •• ltt... liable, at the discretion of the court, to be 

adjudged to be !~capable of. servi.ng the.Cro":n in .I~dia in. any 
office, civil or military; and, If he IS convicted 10 BritIsh India by 
a high court, the court may order that he be:: sent to Great 
Britain. 

180. 

PART XII. 

SUPPLEMENTAL. 

Repeal of Acts. 

The Acts specified in the Fourth Schedule to this Act 
are hereby repealed, to the extent mention· 
ed in the third column of that Schedule: 

Provided that this repeal shall not affect-
(a) the validity of any law, charter, letters patent, 

Order in Council, warrant, proclamation, notifica
tion, rule, resolution, order, regulation, direction 
or contraFt made, or form prescribed, or table 
settled, under any enactment hereby repealed and 
in force at the commencement of this Act, or 

(b) the validity of any appointment, or any grant or 
appropriation of money or property, made under 
any enactment hereby repealed, or 

(c) the tenure of office, conditions of service, terms of 
remuneration or right to pension of any officer 
appointed before the commencement of this Act. 

Savings. 

131.-(1) Nothing in this Act shall derogate from any rights 
vested in His Majesty, or any powers of 

.'::r!"!4 ;:.:: .. ~.n.ln the Secretary of State in Council, in 
relation to the government of India. 

(2) Nothing in this Act shall affect the power of Parliament 
to control the proceedings of the Governor-General in Council, 
or t? repeal or alter any law made by any authority in British 
IndIa, or to legislate for British India and the inhabitants 
thereof. 
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(3) Nothing in this Act shall affect the POM'!' of the 
Governor-General in Legislative Council to repeal or alter any 
of the provisions mentioned in the Fifth Schedule to this Act, 
or the validity of any previous exercise of this power. 

132. All treaties made by the East India Company, so 
far as they are in force at the commence

III~I~:::::·O~~rrD~T.: mefolt of this Act, are binding on ~i.s 
Co .. pany. Majesty, and all contracts made and liabili-

ties incurred by the East India Company, 
may, so far as they are outstanding at the commencement of 
this Act, be e-nforced by and against the Secretary of State in 
Council. 

133. All orders, regulations and directions lawfully made 
or given by the Court of Directors of the East India Company 

or by the Commissioners for the Affairs of 
Ordero 01 "ut India India, are, so far as they are in force at the 

Company. commencement of this Act, deemed to 
be orders, rules and directions made or given by the Secretary 
of State under this Act. 

Definition •. 

Definz'tions, Short Title and Comme/llcement. 

134. In this Act, unless the context 
otherwise requires,-

(I) "Governor-General in Council" means the governor 
general in executive council; 

(2) "Governor in Council" means a governor in execu
tive council; 

(3) "Lieutenant-Governor in Council" means a lieute
nant governor in executive council ; 

(4) "local Government" means a Governor in Council, 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council, lieutenant
governor or chief commissioner; 

(5) "office" includes place and employment; 
(6) "province" includes a presidency; and 
(7) references to rules made under this Act inclUde 

rules or regulations made under any enactment 
hereby repealed, until they are altered under this 
Acl 

1815. This Act may be cited as the Government of India 
Act, 19r5, and shall come into operation 

-==~- -. on the first day of January one thqUSGd 
rune hundred and sixteen. 
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SCHEDULES. 
Sections 63 (2), 74 (I), 76 (I). 

FIRST SCHEDULE. 

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF NOMINATED OR ELECTED MEMBERS 
OF LEGISLATIVE COUNCILS. 

Legislative Council. 

Indian Lej{islative Council 
Local LegIslative Councils

Bengal Legislative Council 
Madras Legislative Council . . 
Bombay Legislative Council . . 
Bibar and Orissa Legislative Council 
United Provinces Legislative Council 
Punjab Legi,lative Council 
Burma LegislatIve Council . . 
Assam LegIslative Council . . 
Centr"l Provinces Legislative Council • . 
Legislative Council of the Lieutenant·governor 

province hereafter constituted • . . 

SECOND SCHEDULE. 
Section 85. 

OFFICIAL SALARIES, ETC. 

of any 

I Maximum 
Number. 

Sixty. 

Fifty. 
Fifty. 
Fifty. 
Fifty. 
Fifty. 
Thirty. 
ThIrty. 
Thirty. 
Thirty. 

Thirty. 

Officer. Maximum annual salary. 

Governor·General of IndIa 

Governor. 

Commander-,n-Chief of His Ma
jesty's forces 10 India. 

LIeutenant-Governor . . . 
Ordinary member of the governor

General's executive council. 
Member of a goVUllor's executive 

council. 

Two bundred and fifty-six thousand 
rupees. 

One bundred and twenty-eight thou-
sand rupees. 

One hUDdred thousand rupees. 

One hundred thousand rupee .. .. 
Sixty-Colli' thoUllDd fUpee$. 

• No .tatutDly muimam bu been fixed. 
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THIRD SCHEDULE. 

SectioN 98. 

OFFICES RESERVED TO THE INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE. 

'Part I.-General. 

I. Secretaries, joint secretaries, deputy seeretaries and UDder secre
taries to the several Governments in India, except the lecretal'les, joint 
secretaries, deputy secretaries and under secretaries in the Army, Marine 
and Public Works Departments. 

2. Accountants.general. 
3. Members of tbe Board of Revenue in the presidencies or Bengal 

and Madras, the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh and the Province 01 
Bihar and Orissa. 

4. Secretaries to those Boards of Revenue. 
5. Commissioners of customs, salt, excise and opium. 
6. Opium agent. 

Part Il.-Otfices in the provinres whicll were known in the 
year 1861 as "Regulation Provinces." 

7. District and sessions judges. 
8. Additional district or sessions judges and assi.tant sessions judgel. 
9. District magistrates. 

10. Joint magistrates. 
II. Assistant magistrates. 
12. Commissinners oCrevenne. 
13. Collectors of revenue, or chief revellue officer. of di.trictl. 

14. AlSistaDt collector •• 
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FOURTH SCHEDULE. 

Section 130. 

ACTS REPEALED. 

Session and Short Title. Extent of Repeal. Cbapter. 

10 Geo. 3, The East India Company Act, The whole Act. 
c·47. 1770. 

13 Geo. ,3, The East India Company Act, The whOle Act, except 
c.63· 1/12. sectIons forty·two, fOTty· 

three and forty·five. 

ZI Geo. 3, The East India Company Act, The whole Act, except 
c.7o. 1780. section eighteen. 

26 Geo. 3, Tbe East India Company Act, Section thirty-eight. 
c. 57. 1786. 

33 Gee. 3, The East India Company Act, Tbe whole Act. 
c. 52. 1793 

37 Geo. 3, The East India Act, 1797 The whole Act, except 
c.142. section twelve. 

The whole Act. 
39&40 Geo. The Government of India Act, 

3. c. 79· 1800. 
The whole Act. 

53 Geo. ,3, The East India Company Act, 
c. 155. 181 3. 

The whole Act. 
55 Geo. 3, The Indian Presidency Towns 

c·84· Act, 1815. 
The wbole Act. 

4 Geo. 4, The Indian Bisbops and Courts . C. 71 • Act, 1823. 
The whole Act. 

6 Gen. 4, The Indian Salaries and Pen-
c.8S· sions Act, 1825. 

The whole Act. 
7 Gen. 4, The East India Officers' Act, 

c·56. 1826. 

3&4 Will. The Government of India Act, 
The whole Act, ezcept 

section one bUlldRd 
4, c. 85· 1833. and twelve. 



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT, 1915. 

Session and I 
ChapteT. 

5&6 Will. 
4, Co 52· 

Short Title. 

The India (North. West 
vinces) Act, 1835· 

Extent of Repeal. 

Pro- The whole Act. 

7 WIll. 4 & The India Officers' Salaries Act, The whole Act. 
I Vict., 1837. 
C·47· 

5 & 6 Vict., The Indian Bishops Act, 1842. The whole Act. 
c·1I9· 

16&17 Viet., The Government of India Act, The whole Act. 
Co 95. 1853-

17&18 Vict., The Government of India Act, The whole Act. 
c.77. 1854. 

U&22 Viet, The Government of India Act, The whole Act, except 
c. 106. 18S8. sectIon four. 

::2&23 Vlct., The Government of india Act, The whole Act. 
c. 41. 1859. 

23&24 V,ct., The European Forces (IndIa) The whole Act. 
Co 100. Act, 1860. 

23&24 Viet., The East India Stock Act, 1860. The whole Act, except 
c. 102. ..ction six. 

24&25 V, ct., The IndIan Civil Service Act, The whole Act. 
c.54. 186,. 

24&25 Vict., The Indian Councils Act, ,861 The whole Act:. 
c.67. 

24&25 V,Ct., The Indian High Courts Act, The wbole Act. 
c. 104. ,861. 

28&29 Vict., The Indian High Courts Act, The whole Act. 
c. IS. 1865. 

28&29 V, ct., The Government of India Act, The wbole Act. 
Co 17. 1865· 

3::&33 Vict., 
c·97· 

3'l&33 Viet., 
c.¢ 

The Government of India Act, The whole Act. 
1869-

The Indian CoImcils Act, 11169 The wbole Act. 



64 GOVERNMENT OF UiDlA, ACT, 1915-

Session and Short Tille. Exlent of Repeal. Chapter. 

33&34 Vict., The Government of India Act, The wbole Act. 
c·3· 1870. 

33&34 Vict., Tbe East India Contracls Act, The whole Act. 
c·59· 1870. 

34&35 Vict., Tbe Indian Councils Act, 1811 Tbe wbole Act. 
c·34· 

34&35 Vict., The Indian Bishops Act, 1811 The whole Act. 
C.62. 

37&38 Viet., The East India Loan Act, 1814 Section fifteen. 
c. 3. 

31&38 Vict., The Colomal Clergy ACI, 1114 Section tbirteen. 
c. n. 

37&38 Vict., The Indian Councils Act, 1874 The whole Act 
c·91. 

43 Vict , c. 3. The Indian Salaries and Allow· 
ances Act, 1880. 

The whole Act. 

44&45 VICt., The India Office Auditor ACI, The whole Act. 
c. 63· 1881 . 

41&48 Vict., The Indian Marine Service Act, Seclions IwO, three, four 
c·38. 1884- and five. 

55&56 Viet., The Indian Councils Act, 1898 The whole Aet. 
c. 14. 

3 Ed ..... 7, The Contracts (India Office) Act, The wbole Act. 
c. II. 1903 · 

4 Edw. 1, The Indian Councils Act, 1904 The whole Act. - c.26. 

, Edw. 1, The Council of India Act, 1901 The whole Act. 
c·35· 

9 Edw. 1, The Indian COUDciis Act, 1909 . The whole Act. 

c.4- I 
1 &: :z Geo. S, The Indian 

c. 18. 1911. 
Hillb Courts Act, The wbole Act. 



GOVERNMBNT OF INDIA ACT. 1915. 6S 

Session and 
Chapter. 

Short Title. Extent of Repeal. 

1 & 2 Geo. 5. The Government of India Ioct The .... hole Act. 
c.25. Amendment Act, 1911. 

2 & 3 Geo. 5. The Government of Illdia Act, The whole Act. 
c.6. 1912. 

FIFTH SCHEDULE. 

Sectton 131 (3). 

PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT WHICH MAY BE REPEALED OR 
ALTERED BY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Section. 

16. 

33, the last 
words. 

40 (I) . 

Subject. 

Transmission of information by the Governor. 
General in Council to the Secretary of Slate. 

twenty Obedieace of Governor·General in Council to 
orders of Secretary of State. 

Form and signature of proceedings of Governor· 
General in Council. 

41 (I). the words "the Governor·Gelleral in Council to be bound by 
"Governor-General in , the opinion and decision of the majority of the 
"Council shall be I members presellt at a meeting of the executive 
"bound by the opinion Council. 
"and decISion of the 
''majority of those 
"present. " 

9 

Restrictioll of powers of govenaor-gelleral ill 
acting against tbe oplllioll of the majOfity 
present $t a meetiag of his executin COIIIIcil. 



66 GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT, 1915. 

Section. 

43 (2) • 

43 (JI 

44 -

4S (2) 

47 (3) 

49 (I) 

50 (2) 

50 (4). • 
la&t twelve words 

5 I, first paragraph, the 
last twolve words. 

51, proviso 

62 _ 

104 (2) 

106 

Subject. 

Orders by governor-general to local Governments 
or officers or servants during absence from his 
executive council. 

Suspension by Secretary of State in Council of 
the power to issue orders under section 43 (1). 

Restrictions on power of Governor·General in 
Council to make war or treaty. 

Restrictions on power of local Government to 
make war or treaty; punishment of officers 
dlsober.ing orders of Governor-General in 
Counc,l under thiS sub-section. 

Commander-in-chief when to be a member of a 
governor's executive council. 

Form and signature of proceedings of Governor
m-CounCli 

Power of governor to act against the opmion of 
the majority present at a meeting of his execu
tive council. 

Written communications, and signature, in such 
cases. 

Restriction on powers of governor in actin, 
agamst the opinion of the majority present at 
a meetmg of his executive council. 

Powers of member of governor's executive COllDCI! 
presiding in absence of governor. 

Governor's signature to proceedings of meeting 
held in his absence. 

Power to extend hmits of presidency-towns. 

Commencement and exclusivenesl of official re
muneration of judges of high courll. 

Payments to representatives of deceased judges 
of high courts. 

J urisdictiOP, powers and anthority of bigb courts. 
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J08 (I) 

109 

110 

III 

112 

114 (2) 
116 

Section. 

118 (2)-SO far as It reo 
lates to the Bishop of 
Calcutta and arch· 
deacons. 

Subjeh. 

Exercise of jurisdiction of high court ~y single 
judges or division couru. 

Power for Goyeroor-General in Council to alter 
local limits of jurisdiction of high courts, etc. 

Exemption from jurisdiction of high courts. 

Written order by Goveroor-General in Council a 
justification for act in high court. 

Law to be administered in cases of inheritance, 
succeSSIon, contract and dealing between party 
and party. 

Powers of advocate-general. 
Power of Bishop of Calcutta to admit to holy 

orders. 

Commencement, exclusiveness and continuance 
of offiCIal remuneration. 

118 (3)-50 far as it re- Expenses of visitations. 
lates to the Bishop of 
Calcutta 

119-50 far as it relates Payments to representatives of deceased bishop 
to the Bishop of 
Calcutta. 

120-50 far as it relates Pensions. 
to residence of the 
Bishop of Calcutta as 
such bishop or as 
archdeacon. 

124 (I) • Oppression. 

124 14}-IO;far as it re- Tradiai' 
lates to penons 
employed or con-
cerued in the coUec-
tion of revenue or tbe 
administration of 
jnstice.. 
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Section. SubjecL 

124 (5)-50 far as it Te- ReceivlD&' presents. 
lates to persons other 
than the governor-
general, a governor, 
or a member of the 
executive couDcil of 
the governor-general 
or of a governor. 

12 5 Loans to princes or chiefs. 

126 Carrying on dangerous correspondence. 

127 Prosecution of offences lD the United Kingdom. 

III Limitation for prosecutions in British India. 

1'9 Penalties. 



Indian Constitutional Documents 
(1778-1915). 

COMPILED AND EDITED WITH AN INTRODUCTION 

BY 

PROF. PANCHAN ANDAS MUKHERJI, 10"". r.R.II:.s. 

Dt-my. 8vQ. pp. 473 and rntroduclion /Jp. Ixxv,;'. Rs. 6/-

Some Select Opinions. 

SIR GOOROO DASS BANERJEE, KT.,M A.,D.L.-It contains 
in one handy volume all the Important documents relating to the Indian 
ConstitutIon, together with an admIrable Introduction tracing concisely 
bill dearly Ike differfn! stages in Ihe /{radual developmmt 0/ that cons
tilufion. The book wili be a valliaNe gJtide to sflldmls of t/~ Indian 
constitution, and will prove interesting reading for II~ general scholar 
as wet!. 

STATESMAN, CALCUTTA :_Professor Mukberji hasadded 
to his excellent 'IndIan Citizen' series a volume for which he himself is 
responsible entitled 'Indian Constitutional Documents, 1773-1915.' 
It is designed on the model of the famous mlumes of documents 
for different periods of English history compiled by Stubbs, Prothero, 
G&rdiner, and Adams and Stephens. To say Ilr.at it is invaluable is 
Mt /Q OfKrslate the case. 

CAPITAL, CALCUTTA :_It is a compilation entitled "Indian 
Constitutional Documents, J 77 3-1915" which begin with the East India 
Company Act, 177 3> and end with the Government of India Resolution 
on Local Self-Government, r 91 i' This .tatement is sufficient to 
show its comprehensiveness. * "Its value to the student of 
the constitutional bistory of British India is commensurate witb 
its price. Tbe editor enhances tbe value of the book by a ludIi 
introduction which traces for the general student the development 
or the polity of India and its governance under British rule. This 
is -very fIJe// aOM, and the result to the intelligent reader is satisjyin$. 
Another attraction of the compilation are tbe speeches of great 
statesmen explaining and justifying the various Acts. Of the book 
before as, we may 8&1 that it is indi'sjJeflStJIJ/t to anybody who would 
thoroughly UDderstand the debf.tel in tbe Imperial Council. 
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CALCUTTA WEEKLY NOTES :-Not many Indian., even 
a.mongst tbose who bave a elaim to be considered cultured, are .. ware of 
their precise position in the Britisb Constitution, for it iJ; an undoubted 
fact tbat such a position has, su bject to limitations, been assured to 
them not merely uy proclamations issued by the sovereign but by 
Acts of Parliament. Tbe present is one of the few books wbich 
point unmistakably to tbe growing interest educated Indians are 
tr.king in the study of tbis subject~a study wbich lies at the founda
tion of al\ sound political education. 

Turning now from the subject to the compilation, one cannot 
speak lao Itigltly of lite manner in wlu'clt tlte editor ltas carried 01lf ltis 
sclume. * * * To make the tale complete, a well wn'lten Intrq.. 
duchon takes the reader back to the origin of tbis Constitution in the 
East India Company's Charter of 1600, from which point the author 
tells hriefly in hIS own words tbe story of the development of tbe 
Indian Constitution to date. In It he deals also in a similar way 
with the story of the development of the system of Provincial 
Financial Settlements .. and of Local Self-Government under British 
Rule. Even if It were- not the only book on the subject, it would 
be diffuult 1o tltink oj a better one 10 recommend to tltose wlto are desirofiS 
'if studying tlte b.dian Constiluhon Itisloneall),. 

BENGALEE, CALCUTTA :-A nolabl, addition to the Indian 
Citizen series has been made by the publication of a volume' of "Indian 
ConstitutIonal Documents, 1773-1915," Based on the models of 
the well-known collection of Similar Enghsh documents by Stubbs, 
Ga-diner and Prolhero, the volume before us is comprelzmsive enough 
III its scope to mclud~ all charters and statutes that have the slightest 
bearing on the IndIan Constitution. The book: possesess two sinking 
/eallJres which will grtatty mltance ils lIfl'lity. One is Ik valuable 
introduch'm by the editor wherein is given a short summary of the 
development of the Indian Constitution from the Elizabethan Charter 
of 1600 to the Vre_enl day. The other is furnisbed by llu extracls 
from lite speeclus of greal statesmen like Pitt, Pa.1merston, Disraeli 
Gladstone, Morley and Asquith III support of the various enactmel1ts 
which the book contains. As expository of the principles and i1eals 
underlying these measures those speeches an ()f [{",(at interest, AD<i 
the Editor has done well to include them in the book. * * * 
The book is thus quite up-to-dale and indispmsabee to all stndents of 
llu Indian polity and lite Editor ltas spared no jaills to make il usefitl by 
including all matters that have any bearing on the subject of the 
treati.e. We shall be glad to see the Iahours of the Editor rewarded 
wille llu sweass Iltat il eminently tieserves. 

AMRITA BAZAR PATRIKA, CALCUTTA :-A real and' 
ipvr.\uable service bt.s been rendered 10 \be students of the constitutiOD&l 
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history of IDdia aDd to all those who are interested in the political growth 
of the DatiOD sucb as publicists, members of Councils, administrative 
and judicial officers by Prof. P&ncb&nandas Mukherji, by bis nswell 
addition to the very useful "Indian Citizen" series, entitled "Indiau 
Cons~itutioD&1 Documents, 1773-1915." * • * ImJaluable as 
these are, brought together in one handyvolume,--so long scattered 
through & large number of statutes and spread over a century and 
half and thus beyond the reacb of all SAVe a toiling and persevering 
few,-tM fJ(Jiur 0/ the book has hen jurllzw enhanced by 1M insertion 
tI/ /ItI Inlrot/uch-ofl wllUk, in the absence of any book on the subject, 
may well seror as a PJnstitulioM/ kistary of Bn·tisk India tlab'1IK from 
r600. * * * The thanks of the Indian Community as also 01 
officialdom are undoubtedly due to Prof. P. Mukberji. Tbe book has 
been published by Messrs. Tha.cker Spink & Co., and is ctrtRi,,1y 
.-lIeai' (or Rs. 6. 

THACKER, SPINK & CO., 

CALCUTTA. 
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