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TIlE CRISIS IN INDIA. 

PREFACE. 

H£AGETT M. P." is husy writing and publishing 
his books about India, after as usual a few 

months' tour. Mr. Keir lIm'die M. P. has written his. 
M!". Ramsay Macdonald bas Wrltten his. 'rhese have 
seen Ind.a through t.heir sp~ctacles oJ English 
SocialIsm and English Labour party. English Social-
111m and English Labour party have no place here 
in lndi", though thfl Socnahst and the Labourlte 
would be only too glad to cunvert the world to his 
creed. Monsieur J. Chaiily wrote 1U French his 
"AdministratIVe Probloms of India" (translated into 
English by Sir WillIam Meyer I.C.S.) after years 
of observatIon and study unlike ",Pagett M. P. " 
who haa not 80S much time at his command 80S the 
la.Ooriou8 French Deputy Consul. An America.n 
cae the other day and went round the conn try and 
~lI1ed to take in everything but he gave out very 
little. Reticeace waa his cardinal point, but he mal, 
fo}' anght one knows, jnmp on UB mth his book on 



India, Booner. or later. Thus Rl'itish rndu~ and British 
Indian Administration are fa.st beooming the 

• perennial topic for buok-writers, British politicians 
and statesmen of '11.11 shades of feeling and all 
schools of thought. 'rhe Indians have been oon­
tributing their share of polltlCal, social and rehgiouB 
literature all over the count.ry mainly in English and 
recently in some of tho Vernaculars as well, but what 
commands at prf'S8llt most attplltion in the western 
world, is appltrently what ot.hers ~Hy about India and 
not so much what indIans may hll.ve to say <:>f them­
selves under British Rulo. Indla.n views and 
opinions are taken by foreign Writers or globe-trotting 
M. Ps., .lust to the extent they tally WIth their own 
notions of thwgs, either pre-conceived Or conceived 
on Lhe Bpot or on the spur of the moment of their 
observatlO\ls in their tour, and the result i~ book 
alter' book seen through this pall' of 8pootacles or 
that, but nOlle of them comes up to t.he Indian eye. 
While the Indian reads all these books abollt himself 
and his fellowmen written so kindly and condescend­
ingly by so mauy foreigner~, he IS sore tempted to 
a.sk himself "while so many are anxIOus to wlljte 
about UB, and write us up ILnd down as they like, .by 
should we not tell the world about British Rule' K! 
India, our8elvc~, to help to a better understanding of 
thhigs as they Sofe r While we are seeing out'IIelv'l' 
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iii. 

frequently enough as seen by others, will not the 
western world like to take first-hand vieWll a.bOllt 
India under British Rule from Indians, instead of 
being ~ontent with hearsay evidence on all sides, 
from people who may after all have to confess that 
they have tried to read Tndi>t aright, but India is 
still a pUlZle to them. It ha.s been a puzzle after 
all even to the best of V1Ceroy~, Governors, Lieuten­
ant-Governors, Rulers, Administrators and Officer!! 
of the hest type. It has been a puzzle to the Indians 
themselves in all consCIence. No wonder if only 
one realises the vastness and complexity of Indian 
life and the ever-mcreasing difficulty of mastering 
thil Indian problems, in a practical working spirit. 
So then it may not be one too many for a sketch 
like this to appellr from an India.n, who means well 
for his country, as much at least al the foreign book­
writers,do and who knows practioally where the shoe 
pinches. He may labonr under Bome obvions dis­
advantages, like the want of the literary tonch in a 
foreign langnage, or want of sufficient knowledge 
of ~tish Politios,-which perhaps may be a poi';!t !" 
rli8 favonr,-or above all, want of that knaok:Of 
advertisemellt whioh makes a book in English by an 
Englishman 11811 roaringly _ll in the Western world, 
uad then come down to the Indian plaine to be read 
~ dilmay and doubt by the Indianlthemeelvilfl for 
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whose benefit however it is said to be written. "The 
Indians read such books arid say "very clever but 
conclu'lions wrong". So Iudians must write more 
about India and it has got in its favour the f{tet that 
it is the Indian who is writing about hlmself aud 
his fellowmen under British Rule. Foreign doctor. 
who wish to trell.t diseases Indian in the body politic, 
!l.d,\' 1" exceedln~ly well-intAntlOned \\lId exceeJin~­
Iy l\ble A,nd eve II correct in very lIlany part,iculars, 
in the diagnosis. but the patient lIIay know about 
his real ,\ilments a little more than all th" doctor", 
and if he and his doctor~ understand flach other a 
bit better, the treatment mH.y save the patient in­
Rtead of killing him, "lIth drugs and nostrums wlVch 
may do well enough 11\ the countries to which the 
eminent doctors belong, but which Il~ay just fail in 
the Indian climate in reaching the Indian constitu­
tion. It is thus that this book may be of sl-me use, 
however small, as it is written from the Indian point 
of view, ano. meant to catch the British eye with a 
desiro to bridge tho gulf between Iudia and En~nd • 

. The writer is however not unaware thai thAi! 
views enunciated in the following pages run eOllntllr 
in some respects, to the views held to-day by a ~on-
8idera.ble body of Indian writers and politicll~nll ; bat 
those views ha.ve had too exclnsive lion acceptll.qle 
hitherto without sufficient scrutiny and diecn", 
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and therefore it is essential that the other side of the 
f,ctnre should be honestly and faitbfl1lly presented 
to the puhlic in the best interests of India and 
England . 

.t..d these problems cOlDe to be disoussed lll.ore 
lar.gely and with greater freedom form bias of any 
kind, there can be little doubt that the trlle interests 
of the country will be In, 'l"e effii)iently and lUore 
comprehensively served. it IS this consid"ration 
alone that has led to the publtcation of thi'l b I )i(' and 
it is hoped that It will receive at the hl!.nds of the 
public an independent and ilDp'1rti~1 jud~rnel1t 

uninfluenced by pre-conceived notion~ and theories 
which have acquired more 0" lei'! unqlHl stioned 
authority among the generality of Indian Politioians. 

There can be 110 doubt that India is passing 
through a serious transition both sooially and 
politically. The one great point in which the writer 
of the book believes is the intimate connection 
between onr Social aud Politioal advancE/ and how 
largely the latter is dependent for its succe,'18 upon 
the former. If he has succeeded in bringing out 
this iP!nt Illearly and made his countrymen realise 
the argent need for an upheaval in the direotion of 
800ial refo!mation the writer of these pages will feel 
a.mply rewarded. 

LAKE VI~. } 
. 'QaitAbatore. K. SamlvASA RAU, 
~1911. 



P. 8. Permission to dedicate the book was Tery 
kindly accorded by His Excellency Sir Artbur 
Lawley on the 15th July Dnd the pnblication of the 
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It is remarkable that tbe declaratIOn suggested 
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THE 
CRISIS IN INDIA. 

CHAPTER I. 

'rUE PROBLEM. 

MONA&GIlY VeT8U.Y Di:J(OCRACY. 

mIt. RamdoMM IS awa.lting at an indian KlIoilwlloY 
J.Lc.. statIon tho arrival of Mr. Allred froID England 
whom he had novel' seen before. On the arrival ot 
the tram they make out ea.ch otuer eastly enough. 
WInie driving. out in the evenlllg, Mr. K silold to A, 
"it is so very kind of you to have come hel'e a.1l the 
way to look me up. 1 should have beel] terribly 
diS&ppomted if you had gone home without <laming 
here." 

A.-Oh, no. I should have been disappointed 
too, if I had 1I0t seen you; 1 wanted to see yon. 

R.-How long is it since you h,ft India? (t muat 
be very interesting indeed to h~r from you ~·to 
-what you think of India now, since lOU last 8aW it. 
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Wha.fdo tau think of the changes that have taken 
place? I must hear from you all about it. 

A.-Let me see. I think I was 24 when I came 
ho India. 24 years 1 have served and 24-fears I 
ha.ve been draWing pension. 

R-You are then 721 You Ire now touring 
round Indial 

~-Yes. I feel quite fit. I like travelling. You 
see my lllggage. How compact and small it is. I 
can carry it myself: only a bed and a; box:: 1 do not 
drink: 1 do not smoke: 1 am very sparing in my 
~et. 1 do not care for meat. You see how well I 
am keeping. Hy the byo, how old is your father? I 
saw him the other day. He was looking very well 
indeed. 

R-YllS, thank you. My father is keeping good 
health. He iii a bit oldlll' than yourself. 

A. -How many langul<ges does your father know? 

R.-About half a dozeD, I think. But,langnage 
after all is but a medium. Where the heart speaks 
it transcends aJilangllages. But where it is deficient, 
difficulties are only multiplied. But I am straymg 
away. r beg YOllf pardon. 1 oommenced lIIIking 
you how India strikes you now compared with whal; 
it lias 24 years ago. 24 years is sufficiently long fot' 
oom~8on and contrast. 
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A.-O~ yes. The change is wOllderful. It is 
simply marvelJou8. Everywhere I see things are 
quite different from what they were. Things are sO 
changed indeed that one finds it hard to delOrO.be. 
At -"cutta I was at a big dinner at which [saw 
the foremost Indians and Englishmen. The Hon'ble 
Mr. Bux was'there. 

R.-Did he speak? 

A.-No. Many spoke, but he would not. It seem. 
he wanted to talk politics but that wab not the 
occasion, you know. It. was no political dinner. It 
was purely a social one. But Bux was at' that 
moment so socially inclined, I suppose, tbat he wonld 
either talk politics, or keep mum and so he was left 
to his moods. 

R.-That is a great pity. I do not think Bax 
would have done that, had Ranade been aljv& to-day. 
With Ranade some of the most cbellished principles 
of Bux appear to bave gone. Ranade was for the 
BOCial first, and foJ' the political next in matters of 
Indian reform. And so long as Ranade was alive, 
Bux adbered to that principle. But after his death 
Bux has allowed himself to be so fully drawn into 
the vortex of politics that you see him talf aboat 
Indian social problems only as an apology !iO politics 
and as if rome of his friends wrmld charge, him with 
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apostacy if be did not tell the public onpe iu a way 
at least that he h&ll not altogether forgotten the 
le1IAons he learnt from Ranade, whom be always 
reiers to as "his master." 

A.-You mean to charge Bux then with "tiaving 
fOl'llaken his master! 

R.-Oh, no. I do not think Bux will admit that. 
But all tlj,e aame he has for~akell his mo.ster's creed 
though he is faithful to his ml'mory. What can Bux 
dof The creed of his master came in conflict with 
the creed of the lndian politicians. Bux had 'to 
chool8 between the two. If he chose his master's 
creed, he would have been true to truth and to his 
master alike. But he would have had no following 
and he would have to cry in the wilderness. If he 
took to politics, numbers were at his beck aod call. 
What does it matter where the truth lay? What 
does it matter where the vital centres of Indian life 
lay? It matt8rs absolutely nothing. Politics is 
power. It carries everything bpfore it. It is the sun· 
shine in which everyone wants to bask. It is the 
stage on whioh eve. y one wants to play. It is the 
easy and smooth downward course for fndia just like 
the children sitting at the top of the rock and sliding 
down t~rougb the smooth and sloping granite surface. 
Whereo.sl.he creed of RanBde is uphill work. 'fbe 
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ascent is very like climbiufl the Himalayan heights 
to reaoh the E'verest. A popule.r falsehood is bette!' 
than an unpopnlar truth. The world is too bad to 
be troe. It always likes m8sks and masqueradee,. 
It prefers the bubble on the water to tho wa.ter itself. 
It prefers fancy to fact. It pl'efersthe fitful r.inbow 
and the fleeting wind to the blue expanse of the 
skies and the stately calm. 'In short, it run a after 
lIhadows in utter disregard of the substance. ~ 

A.-Do you mean to say that Bux does not 
know his own mind? Does he not know what is 
really good for the country? Do you mean to 8ay 
that he has 8acrificed truth for popUlarity? ..rnd 
that he is following the political Will-o-the-wisp 
eontrary to his master's commands? I am afraid yon 
are hardly rair to Bux. May he not think that 
politics must lead and the solution ot Bocial problems 
will follow? 

R-He may think 80. But in \hat cue he 
would be diffflring from Ranade radically. Politics 
and Ethics!! Take your own pa.l·ty politic! of 
England. We know. just as much about your 
politics as you know perhaps ",bout our Indian 
life. But the one thing we know about British 
politics is that you are swinging round and round 
like the spider in its web in your whirlpool 0' pa.rty 
politics. The great British natiop is like 80 many 



chips of wood caught in this whirlpool going ronnd 
the pivot of party politics. I am not quite sure 
whether the British Parliamentary system of Govern­
~Dent is, aftttr all, the beat in the world, thongh you 
seem to tblDk that what has been so good for Eng­
land must be good everywhere. rt lDay not follow 
at all. Rach country may ha.ve to evolve its own 
form of Govprnment instead of heing dragged wilty­
nilly in'..o Itny particular form as if there is any in­
herent virtue iu mere forms apart from the condi­
t.ions or the peoples to which they are suited. The 
form of Government best suited to a people is after 
aIr byt a human contrivance and it is nothing but&. 
struggle to adapt itself to the conditions and require­
ments of the people from time to time. To be Bucce88-
ful, it must be more a growth frOID within than an 
imposition from without. If you push a man too 
much from behind, the chances are one may fall over 
the other an~ both get hu rt by the fa.ll. It is this 
that is not realised by those gPllerous and well-mean­
ing politicians wbo are known by the name of Radi­
cals in England. Some think that the Bntish Parii .. 
ment is bettE-r than the British publio. But the trutb 
is perhnps the other wa.v. The Bntlsh pul>lio is 
bett~r than the British Parliament. 'i'bat lDay 

acco"Ultt for the greatness of the British notwith­
standing their P~liamentary systelD of GoverntDea l. 
For what does PB2'!iament aftl!r all amoant to? It 
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is nothing but Party Spirit, Opposition Bench .. , 
endless talk and little action. The English nation 
appears to consist of two portions. One being tbe, 
rnling, living and working portion which educates: 
trades, coloni8e8, fights. conquers and oonsolida.tes, 
a.nd the other whioh assl'mbles in Pa.rliament and 
ta~j[II. It is a wise division of labour that the minority 
of \be British nation possessing means, leisure and 
intellect should go into this wonderful aSBedlbly to 
do a'l the talking; while the rest of the na.tion is, 
doing all the working 8nd as long as the real natIOn 
is allowed to do its work, no great harm can be done 
by the Parliament, Parliament is a great institntitln 
for preventing the intellect of the oountry from get­
ting rusty. Besides, the phlegmatic British must 
cultivato the '~rt of speaking a.nd Parliament is the 
place for it, The best way of Improving the art of 
speaking is to ha.ve a Debating House and Opposition 
Bench and two or mOl'e parties, to OPP0'l1l each other 
tooth and nail. '1'0 add zest and point to the fight, 
the party whioh wins most of the units to its side 
must be in power in order that the opposite party 
may pound it away and get into its pllice. '!'he 
Parliamentary system is li~e t~ wrestlerll who are' 
collstantly trying to throw each otller down and the 
British Pa.r1iamentary arena is 1l0W "etting,lI1ore 
oomplioated and more collfusiDg thaD ever before. 
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Where Whig and Tory fought before, we find now 
Liberals, Codservatives, Unionists, Labourites, Rome 
Rulers etc. What with the Socialists and Labonrites 
lnd the uprooting of the House of Lords, the British 
Parliament is very like a buildiug round the crater 
of & volcano which is rurnbhng and thundering, 
exploding and throwIng up its red-hot lava. It looks 
a8 if the British Parliament just now is on the eve of 
a collapse or chaos. 'l'here IS one ray of hope about 
it, that it has been evolved, with all Its defects: out 
of the ge:lius of the British which may yet Sliove it in 
time. But there IS absolutely no l"ea50n to inflict it 
on~ every part of the globe a~ If It were the political 
panacea without which every country in the world 
Will BlCken and die. Lt IS a8 sUited to the fighting, 
pugtlistlC and politICal getllUS of the British, as it is 
opposed to the calm, philosophios.l and sptrltualtslIlg 
genius of the J!jast. 

~ 

A.-I confess I am a Radiea.1 It<3former. 'rhe 
Radicals believe that they have a grea.t miSSIOn, and 
that is, of hoisting the flag of politICal freedom all 
over the world. ThlLt IS what the world is tendmg 
'to. You see ho ..... evJi. Ch.ma is waking; how Japan 
has beaten RUSSia and so India is waking too. 
Eng~d should only febi pruud of India becoming 
free under bel" demin&tion. It is for effecting that 
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freedom that England is here. That is what! should 
thiq)!:. The world is ma.rching toward8 freedom and 
it is the duty of each country and each nation to help 
Che world towards that fruition. Bat as one who hBf 
been a practical administrator in India for nearly a 
quarter of a century, I quite a.gree with you that 110 

free or seif-govel'l1ing torm of government is II. thing 
to be gradually achieved by the people instead of 
being imposed 011 thelD. Rut don't you thipk that ' 
Lo,d Morley's scheme was just in time to save the 
country? Don' t you think that iu that scheme lies 
shadowed forth the political libera.tlOn of Iudia? 
Don't you think broadly speaking, that betwllen 
Monarchy and Democracy, Dtlmocracy is the better 
form of Government and that t·berefore England is 
only doing the right thing to give lndia that form in 
which it believes itself. We give you our best, but 
if that fails it i~ not our fault. England Clmnot but 
believe in a Parliamentary form of Goyernment as 
about the best tor the world. 

R.-"For forIDs of Government, let foola conte6t, 
Whatever is best administered, is best." 

This couplet contains one view of Government. 
Democraoy is the other view. You may call the firi!1 
view Monarohy or any mollifidft form of it . . But it is 
esaentially uwnarchical. The geniull of Indian 
polity is and has been essentially monarchl~1. I 

2 
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quite believe with you that the world-spirit to-day is 
• making for freedom in a 80nse. But the great ques­

tion is "What is freedom? How is it attained ? A 
l\reat Frenchman, the author of a book on Vedantiem, 
who hllo8 seen India and SP'lIlt, hero a long time, wrote 
to me thus about that grossly ill-used word, freedom. 
He said "1 Was in India from 1871 to 1895, and love 
both the country and the people. Above all, I love 

·and venerate the J ndlan sacred writings ...... 
I am n~w hving 10 a country where th'l idea~ of 
liberty, brotherhood and equabty may almo~t be 
called a natlOllal pa~sion. Yet With all the high 
qu'tlitlol:! of the F,'ench altd thOll' wonderful intelli­
gencu, 1 find a~ httle real ltbol'ty her" a~ there I~ in 
Germany. 1 rather look UpOll liberty as a thing 
l'!!ahzl1ble only by a peapl!! w hich ~hould have Il.ttaLDed 
lt~ blghu.L potulltiahttes, IIwral :;reatness aud perfect 
116lf-rlJiiped. " ;\101',,1 greatlles~", that is thu baSIS, 
which moans 8. IJlgh natIOnal character. 

lI1d.l'k, M:\-, A. HIght " .. Itl tillS In IllS letter of the 
13th l)t>pteUtut>I' 19Uti from b'l'ance, That letter IS 
Willi worth quotmg 10 full, whICh I shall do later on. 
Mark the 0pullon of this eminent author who is a 
~I'e3t fnend of Iudia aud whose book "The Unity of 
Will" may well liIe ca.lled a' book on Veda.ntlsm. 

lillgel lIays that progross is nothing but the 
~er;:i~u ot the uuiversal ~pil'lt step by step IIolld 
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stage by stage towards freedom, but Hegel str&ngeiJ""l 
enough condemned the East to 1!terna.1 political 
bondage because of the social and religious condi­
tions in which he found the East. Hegel wa","'dIII 
doubt guilty of self-contradiction when he defined 
progress as instinct with the umverRal 8pirit, but 
denied it to half the W01·ld. But we must note tha.t 
however bItter Hegel's condeml;ation may be to ~11 
Indians,' still he wrote w hat he thought and felt 
hone~tly, because of the conditions of the East. He 
felt that they were so unprogressive, dreamy and 
immobile that politicfl,l freedom Wfl,S impossible in 
Indifl, R.nd in the Efl,st generally. Whilo Hegel's 
condemnation is overdrawn and his conclusion is 
over-generalisation, we cannot overlook the trut.h 
underlying Hegel's observlI.tion as applicable to Indio. 
even to this day. True u.s you said, marvellous is the 
progress made by India nnder the British Govern­
ment. If Hegel were writing now about India he 
would write differently. He would perhaps say 
"East is to be freed by the West" instead of saying 
as Jle has done, "East is never to be freed." 

Modern Japan would have sufficed to upset 
Hegells conclusion. But ancient Japan was qUite differ­
ent from India in several essential respects and 80 

mode~n Japan was evolved easily eflough out of 
ancient Japan, and even that only aftet' a great and 
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cmighty national training under the Britillh, and rigid 
national cnltnre on the lines of the West. Japan is 
a smILI1iBl.ILnd, oompa.ot ILnd well-knit, and with the 

~"~f freedom wa.rming her blood all along het 
history. Nevertheless, there was a moment when 
JILpILn might perbaps ha.ve blundered egregiously 
from which however it was nothing but the genius of· 
The Mikado that saved it. Those who would worship, 
t,he multitude aud the Hydra-headed Demos would 
do well to romember that what saved Japan at the 
most critical hour in her history was her Monarch 
and not Demos. The theory that half a dozen men 
are likely to give wiser couusel than one man, w'ttich 
is the basis of <lemocracy, is not true at, all times and 
in all countries. It is true only in certain stages of 
the history of the world and in certain stages of ad­
vancement of the people. At other times and in 
other stages the truth is lust the other way. 

It is more easy to find one wise man or It few wise 
men to rule the destinies of millions ratber than find 
materials enough fOl' bUilding a democracy upon. If 
only The Mikado had not with rare prescience Been 
that the British must be first etudied before they are 
opposed, the pOSItion of Japan to-dlLY would have 
been nnenviable. It was again the one man M.ikado 
and not the many men of Japan, who with oa.,rare 
breadth of mind and freedom from prejudice sent his 



18 

Ambassadors a.ll over the world to find out wha.t·was 
~8t in the world, in every branoh of knowledge IWld 
science, art and life, and it W8.8 once more the- Mikado, 
tM otoe man, who issued edict after edict, throwiQ 
overboard all the cargo of baneful custom and deade­
ning nnp!'Ogt'essiveness, to a loyal and patriotic people 
.ho obeybd thl'ir monarch willingly and implicitly. 
'Nms Japan in Bpite of her grHat natural and national . ... . 
I\dvanta.ge~, unlike lndia, had to makl' large 8lI.crifices 
for the common good in a truly national spirit under 
a wise monarch, before she could become the "Eng­
lanli of the East" and the" Wonder of the world" . 
But never has more nonsense bl'en spoken in India 
by dreameJ's and visionaries than when they mistake 
India for Japan and talk of the two countries ali if 
they W"l'e alike. But 1 do not mean for 0. moment 
that India alone i& to lag behind when even China ill 
pkgressing. On, no. A!l that I mean is that the 
Indian problem of political freedom is not so easy to 
g'1'IL8p II.S you Radicals would have it. It has t<J be 
studied in the light of other root-problems of Indian 
life sed Indian conditions. No one has cared to study 
it in that light. Yet that is the only true light in 
.. hioh it can be studied. 

A.-You most explain yourself a bit, please. 
K-.-Y 68, I am sorry 1 have not rllade myself 

clear eno0,S'b. 1 assert in the first place that demacracy 
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is not nece8~arily the hest form of Government in the 
world. Secondly, I assert granting that it is the best 
form, it can he achieved only by a process of social 
:'!.d int,AIl"ctnal free<lom on which alone it can ~be 
built Rafely . And thirdly, I assert that in India the 
introdnction of democracy would mean a life-and­
death strl1~g'l e for the ancient T ndian civilisation, tlie 
reRult of wl ,ieh Tl O one can foresee. Rut one th!n~ 'Is 

eN t ... ifl , that the pohtical geDlng of India and the 
genlUR of h~r htngnage, literature and rehgion are all 
a direct anhth f'"i~ to the Rpirit of democracy. If the 
IgeniuA of Inain WP1'e to lmlld her own political flltllre, 
it will not, bl' On democratic lines, How far it is n. 

gain to India and the world ulike to make a ~rrible 
sacrifice of all t.hat iA dpar to her in her ancient 
wisdom, lA a groat question. How far India is really 
going t,1) aSAlllliln,te the democracy of the 'Vest, is a 
gren.t problt' nl. If Inclia ,lid nffeet the change to demo­
cracy, how fnr it is goiug' to profit hHr in the long run, 
is a great donbt. England would havc the melanchuly 
BIltisfactioll perhaps of haying dl,st,ruyed India in all 
that was good, nuble and enduring in her, leav,;ng in 
its place n. demomJising democracy, drunk with cor­
ruption nnd brute forcl', bearing perhaps a very 
close r08~lllbllnce to the small French del?endency 
here. 

A.-You mean Pondicherry? 
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R,-Yes: If you ·~li.nt BO see the experiment on 
Ind.i&n Boil, yon ueed only go to l'ondiohel'r!, It 
hall been long enough there and it is qjllte a tiny and 
sma.ll enough pla.c~ to try the experi'\.ellt: with. t_~' 

concentrated wisQ.;m.. of the Rronch ~~~WlJ, the 
warmth and fervour of the grea.t PI'cuuh 4atiou "And 
their democl'a.tiu war-cl'y,-"1iborty, Fl'IIotcrnity and 
Equality", What is the I'esult ~ ! The less ~aid the 
better, But the French are not to bla.me for it, 
They gsa" J Pondicherry their best form of Govern­
ment 1108 they knew It in France, 'l'hey gave It a~ 
free as their flowing wine ju~t Il.~ Hu.di(Jab ",1'0 tt-ying 
to push us into Hadlcallsm III all earne~tnebB Imd 
ijllU-"" ', y , Yet the worHt (Jricics 01 Hrltltih lioYtJrn-, 
Ill",, ! .! , Jndla dare not ~ay to-day thl<t l'unulChorry 
isbettel' governed, Why? He(JI<u~e LlHl fUI'1ll of UUYvrn­
Illeh" - ~ not sUIted to the geuuls of the peoplll' 
Agalll let , I you that the fault dues uot rest WIth 
the' ,French, Where you e'xpectod to trausplant 
France in Pondicherry aud ral~e ,Pondi"herry up to 
I,he level of l"1'l<uce, you have ouly su5coeded in 
prodUCing a PondlOherry which is nuither Iudillon, 
nOl' French, The rea.son is, IIoS I have beeu tl'ying to 
ehow, a mere form of Government when it III not 
evolved from the conditions of the ptlC'ple but when 
it 18 merely imposed upon thein, ill""y uo& only do no 
gwd but ~y pOllsibly' do ' hllorw, l"l'otlUOW hllo8 got 
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two aspects, the 8ubjeq.t.ive · and the objective, In 
its objlldi va aspect, it ' represent8 tbe desire for 
.liberation from external control. In its subjeoti~e 
"!t!ooo"nt, it ilJplies a certain amount of minimum 
vi;tu~ lona / .. telligence ,in the .m~38, as the ground­
wofk un wfttich alone it can stand, This ground~work 
which may be called broadly, th. national virt"611 IIofe 
largely in thtl free countries aud nations of the West. 
Fu! iu~tlJ,llc", In the Boer War, every Enghshmllou far 
alld away from the Bcene, was feellllg the. ,;~tory of 
the BL'ltish, as his, and was likewise feeling every 
defeat a.s a blow to h-i71t , Eyen 80, would ]<'I'enchwen 
do, Alllel'lcllons do, and Germans do under lIiwilllor 

, circum~t&nces, Because, tho national feeling hM 
lung Blllce CODle to dOl8inate each of these countries 
and nations, aud it is on that national feeling mainly 
that the free aud self-governing charactw- . ~ . the 
french, the gllghsb or the Germa.u .h,-p~ud8, what­
over might be the strong or weak pointa \D' the 
internal II.dIJllnistratlOu. Even so, in America, when 
ihe war 01 Independence WI\8 declared, there was 
first tltf natlOual feeling which prompted it and it 
was the natioual feeling tha.t oarried it along the 
hnes agllolDst the mother oOllntry. Bll~ for that. 
na.tional feeling, there would be no upbuildiDg of 
American iretldom. There would have been no .. p­
builcimg of the present 'form of American ~OYen1-
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ment. Democracy in" oi\e f"'DH~r auOiitler derivea it.t 
life and continuity from this ~ feelfng as _ 
perennial fountain. And where '~onal feeling 
baa yet to be built &8 iu India, the ~ pl'obJt«l-dt 
whether na.tion-lB~king). the first th~.'/ I'll! to 
build democracy on it .alely, 01' whethel"'iti\hould be 
I.n imposition of democracy, iea.'ring th41 nation­
ma.king severely alone. They I are two difteretlt 
things. Where there is a nMion, and where na.tion­
ma.kiDg"~ ill been done, there democracy is not only 
6&sy but even an inevitable outeome. But where it 
has yet to be done, democracy ca.n only sit &8 a heavy 
dead-weight. You eee the tel'm "],ldian I' does not 
evoke in the mind of all Indians the aa.me feelin$' 
which the terw .!i'renchwan evokes in the French, 
Englishman evokes In the English or American 
evtlt=".in the American. "Indian" is yet a. word 
which ~.fu~", 110 particular "feeling because it is yet 
toO vague atiid teo high to touch anyone among the 
multitudinous diVisions of Indians. It is >the ~ 
that a.re alive and in full swing. The word Indian 
111 yet nebulous and vague. If instead of l18ing the 
word "Indian ", you use the names of the diviaions, 
they evoke a feeling. "The Mahomedan." "the" 
Ohriltia.n .. , "the Plll'see", theae et'oke the feelinga of 
the particnlar cl&Qel. But even the word " Hindu" 
11 only .. liiGle leu vagae' than the word "Indian'" 

a 
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but a.1l the Mme, it yet e~oke8 not much feeling. 
"But if' you use in8~ead the names of the particular 
.divisions of Hi~aus, you touch 110 chord of each division. 
11"'f:\!1 allude to the "Btahman '\ you have touched 
a ollord,(~bo)lgh here again, you nave to remember 
how much the feeling is attenuated by the numerous 
divisions of brahmans, and so, the general naml! 
"I"ilian" is unmeaning and vague. If you particula­
rise "the brahman" through his divisions, you touch 
II. deeper chord, Even so, if you allude'''to non­
brahman, you are still in the region of vagueness. 
You must particulanse still further. Go down 
again Lo the other cla.sses lower down in the scale 
like the millions of what are termed the depressed 
classes. There is any amount of room for pl'ticula­
I'iijiug even among them. Whel'e you have thousands 
and thousands of small Cll'cltls and big c_i _t;i>!-=~~jnto 

which tho U1illtons of Illdia are grouMfF..rn'll divided 
ea.ch with Its own centre round which if. movea, you 
hllo¥e got ev'tlr so many Circles of class feeling, seot 
feeillJg, mce foeling, religiou~ feeling etc., which are 
perpetually maklllg for (mti1lational fcelinfl 80 unlike 
tke t~ational feel-infl of the We.\'t. All these innumer­
able Clroles so long as they persist and live, are all, 
if correctly viewed, 60 many powerful centres of 
anti-uational feeling. We have not onl,. not got 
n&tioual teeling in India, ' bLl'f, we have got ever 80 
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many oentres round whiclt anti-n&tiona.l feeling is 
•• perpetually revolving. A form pf Government .uited 

only to the national feeling must be IIIlBuited to sooh 
anti-national oen~res which represent tae rea)life~ 
the great Indiau continent, You m~ -say .. hat 
demooracy is powerful enough to destltly the anti­
national centres and bring about national feeling in 
conrse of time. But with equal force, I may point 
out that it is just as possible that in the confliot 
between the nationalising tendency of democracy and 
the anti-national centres of Indian life, which i8 going 
to win, will depend on tbe strength of the one &8 

against the other. If the anti-national centres are 
strong tilnough and would not yield, then democr&Cl' 
will fail. At any ratE', those who would see national 
feeling gain the victory must show how far the anti­
natiollul centres are yielding under the touch of 
nationsr fel1;t\g. It appea~s to me that the anti­
national centres are yielding after all as little as e~er 
to-day. And unless and until they yield ,.nd 
disappear, the very basis for democracy would be 
wanting; and throwing democracy in the meanwhile 
&8 a huge experiment in India would be oertainly. 
putting the cart before the horse. Which is the 
better method? To prepare the ground and thlln to 
build on it or huild first and then look to the grouud 
on which you have built,-which is 0.8 absurd and 



minouf '!' method of buiU.ing 1108 you can think of. 
A.-Do yon m.eal! to tell me then, that the 

nationalising forces are not working now in India 1 
'if so,(i~ wOl'lld be the severest co,ndemnation of the 
British rl:tlfi for half a century. Look at the National 
Congress fur 28 years where all India meets: look at 
t he Conferences, political, social and industrial wbe1'e 
again all Indio. meE'ts. Look at the spirit of co­
uptll'ation all over the oountry as shown in the co­
operative credit societies, whicb have shown such 
marvellous capacity for work during a very short 
time of their e;ristence. Look at the Distri_on. 
feTences, social and political. The spirit of combina­
tion and co-operation ;8 qu_ite in the air. Trade 
Union!, Commercial Unions, in fact, Unions and 
A8!oeiations of almost every interest big or sm&lI, 
appear to be the order of the day. It is quite clear 
to my mind comparing the India of tQ;-,fIloY 'With the 
India as it. was 25 years age that you are now passing 
tbTOUgb the 'most interesting stage of progress. One 
feels the touch of new life everywhere. At one time 
it looked I!.B if you would not move on quick enough, 
but now it looks III! if you are moving on too rapidly. 
It looks already as if India h8.8 entered froIn tile 
Agricultural into the Industrial stage of civiliaatloD. 
Indian tra.de and commerce &re showing sip. of 
fresh vitality and strengtL. Indiallll &re goiBg to 



England, America and Japtn. Don't you tlllu 011 

tile w bole that the forces of unification a.ad ~ __ 
tlOD in India to-day have been 8~ily and rapidly OJ! 
the increase under the British rule and that they pOOIlI 
to nationalising India as the. parpoa8. Den'!' JiOIl 
think tbat the forces of unifioation are o.the wbole 
more powerful to-day than tbe forces of disruption 
in Indiar Don't yoa think that India has beea 
dra.wn willy-nilly into the vortex of tile world'e 
oivHisa.tion and that she has therefore no option or 
choice in the matter, but to adopt the western modes 
of ~hov:ght and Government and tha.t the sooner ahe 
dOA8 so. the better. . 

R.-That is what i8 8xe.ctly happening. But 
wha.t is bappening may not be for the best. Demo­
cracy. as I said, is not necessarily the best form of 
Government and now let me Bay the InduBtrial 
civilisatio~ '01, tbe West is ~ot the best ci,.ilisation 
either. And ooth are opposed to the genius of Indian 
polity and Indian civilisation, and wben left to her­
lIelf, Iu" 1t'ill never keep your democre.cy or your 
IDd~ ""iIi .. tion. Tbe industrial civilisa.tion of 
~ W'" with it. inevitable tendency to e.ccurnul.te 
w.lOh on oue side, and a.ccentaat& . poverty ou the 
other, is not, after aU, the highest civilisa$ion, to be 
lUre. It i. a oivilisation wbich brings in its trai" 
lahonr IltIrikes and dynamite, Fanianism a.lld drink. 



It certainly needs nlft'lding somewhere. It has 
nothrng in it akin !'<> the civilisation of India.. Indian 
civilisation iSt built on the basis of contentment and 
eve? ma.n.doing his duty to oth.ers and looking on 
too pri6ks of life as due to Karma. But the western 
civilisatiof. is built upon the basis of rights a.nd 
ambitions wherein everyone hopes to becomil some­
body somC'time and none will accept anything 8S 

iuevitable. In the western civilisation there is more 
kickin~ against the pricks of life than in the Indian 
civiliRation, In the West, people are everything. 
But here in India, indiviGluals are everything, and 
the people nothing. In the WeRt office is nothing, 
but wealth is everything', but here office is everything 
and wealth tlothmg hf'fore power. In the WeRt, the 
King F.mperor may pass through the streets unnoticed, 
and GJa(:stone might be pulImg up a cart side by 
side WIth coolies unknown and unnQticeu, But in 
India it cannot happen. Under the British Govern­
ment the element of personal rule is infinitely less 
than under the Oriental Government. Whereas to 
thiM day, the element of personal rule is infinitely more 
in the NIl,tive States than in the British Government. 
The Native States do not believe in democracy. 
They dread it, because th(' idea of sovereign or king 
in India is that He is the souros of all power. WheN­
as the idea of popular government is that the P~opk 
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are the source of all power.' The most enlightened 
of Indian princes ma.y vie with ea.l;lh other in Sr~ging 
np their dominions to the highest level of progreBII 
on modern lines. ~ut none of them WQuid ,ive s; 
particle of power to the people.a.s such. Bu.~da. uea.y 
educate under compulsion its subjects. Mysore may 
give education to the girls. Travancore may develop 
oulture and refinement in their womenkind. And 
they may indulge in feeble imitations of a mere 
shadow of the popular form of government like the 
Representative Assembly of Mysore or the Srimulam 
Assembly of Tra.vancore merely to satisfy the amour 
propre of British Gov61·nmdnt. It is nothing lUore 
than a compliment paid to the llritish. '1'hey do not, 
mellon to a.dopt it themselves. On the other ha.nd. 
while they teel that they a.re dragged into imitating 
the ways of the British, they. havo an ulleasy cons­
ciousness- thl1~ the British are introducing a very 
dangerous element in mtroducing democracy which 
might 9pl'ead like a contagion and place them at the 
mercy of Demos, one day or other. 'rhey would rather 
coa.&e to exist than divide power with the people, much 
less wipe themselves out' by a.dmitting the democratio 
dootrine tha.t the poople are the source of all power. 
In Mysore care is taken by the Dewa.n to sound 
the note every time to the Representative Assembly, 
that they ought not to uiista.ke their position and 



tbat they are there nBt as a matter of right but 
merely < a.s a matter .of grace, and that they are chafe 
not to contror 01' guide the ruling power, bnt m8Tely 
to re~reBent humbly their wishes, and grievanoes. I 
de not 11.>1' a moment think that the Native States are 
thankful a:~ all to Lord Morley's 8cheme, because the 
underlying principle would 800ner or later meau a 
death blow to their ~overeign power. At &ny rate, 
it i8 foreign to the genills of Indian polity. 

You must remember that the Native States in 
India cover a conSIderable portion of the oountry aud 
rula over millions of people. They are all modelled 
on the monarchical system. 'fhe blood in their veins 
is monarchical to the core. They believe in aristo. 
oro.oy. 'I'hey beheve In the aristocracy of bll'lod, in 
the aristocracy of birth, and in the aristocracy of 
oaste. Rudyard Kipling has hit the truth in Sir 
Puram Do~s that the ' Indian genius is' pb';losopbical 
and that the Indian alone can accompli'sh the fea.t of 

lIevering himself from the world in one stra.nge and 
inexplicable moment in the midst of power and 
wealth. The genius of India ie religious and it may 

t.a.kfl strange forms. 'I'he Indian Mahamjah or th& 
Indian Dewan who ha.s drnnk deep from the fonntain 
of English life a.nd English literatllre and 1Vho looks 
upon English civilisllotion 80S the best going, and woo 
deuUIlDOde cute as roost oorl'ClCiing to natioD&i l1fe 



may come acroBs a Brahma~sa.int 01' Sanyasi one1fa, 
and at Qnce the convictions of a life are npBllt1l.nd he 
becomes the docile disciple of 'the ~rahman. Yea, 
that is India.; or a Mahomedan Fa.kir goes .. bont.. 

Prea.ching Vedant~8m. He is canonised 8,id 4Ib.t his . .. 
tomb, even Bra.hmans may worship. ~a.t is India 
a.ga.in. While onr Na.tive States a.re al1 fired now 
with the new ambition to bring up their Sta.tes to the 
highest level of modern excellence they are conscious 
in doing so only of reviving the best form of anoient 
Indian monarchy and they do not in tbeir bea.rt of 
hearts think of opening Houees of Pa.rliament whioh 
might soon reduee them to the position of mere 
figureheads. Already it was supposed in Mysore 
that the Advisory Committee is only a contrivance to 
do away with the Representative Assembly. And 
His Highness the Maha.rajah has had to re-assure the 
public \:iind against the 8us~icion. The ideB.l Indian 
mona.rchy l.ooks to the King as the source of all 
power, but he may at will have his own ccuncil of 
notables to help him which is as far away from a 
Parliamentary form of Government as Heaven from 
Earth, 

I~ is a mistake to suppose that the progress of 
Native States nnder the guidance of British rule a.nd 
on the model of British Government has &llything of 
the democratic touch or basis in it. On the other 

4 
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hand, they appear toime to be alrea.dy shrewd 
enoug"h \0 observe apd dread the democratio current 
in Lord Morle,.'a scheme and to be carefully provi­
ding agains.t its influx into their own dominions. 
They \rll'busy raising em bankmllnts against it. They 
are, in facbp already giving form and shape to their 
conviction that without democracy they can develop 
the best form of Government in their own States, by 
way of proving to the British in the fulness of time 
the blunder they are committing. Monarchy in its 
best form is now developing in the Native States 80 

B.II to prove a powerful antithesis to Lord Morley's 
experiment in British India. 
, I am afraid you have not read the signs of the 
times aright, when you tell me that the present day 
forces in British India are all towards nationalising. 
I do not believe it one bit. It is a great delusion to 
suppose any such thing.~ On the other. Mnd what is 
happening in British India under the guise of 
nationalising is merely the development of each of 
thfl multifarious anti-national centres to their utmost 
possible strength and fitness. Each oircle is only 
developing its own strength without meaning to 
break the circumference or flow into the common. 
mass. No: the Mohemedans are strengthening them­
selves without meaning to coalesce with the Hindlll!. 
Hindus are likewise strengthening themselves witb. 
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out meaning to coa.lesce wit\' the Mohemedans. .And. 
lHllong the Hindus themselves the various 01.81611 and 
sections lIo1'e each one of them 8treJigthening ~d 
developing its own small sectional life as a matter Of, 
mere self-defenoe, self-protection IIond 8u"n\ral.lDthe 
great race of progreS8 that has been set o~' foot. ~he 
race for life and living has become terribly keen and 
eaoh cl&118 and each commu.nity is girding up the loins 
and trYIng to run as fast HoB it could so that it might 
not be left behind in the race. And the co-operation 
and combinatIOn, you see to-day, is nothing but this 
race of the numerous diviSIOns and classes in India 
with each other. 'l'his is no more than a running 
race of classes and class interests at best. 'J'here ill 
nothing national III it. Mysore for Mysore, Bal"od& 
for Baroda, 'l'ravancore for 'l'ravancore, PI'ovluce for 
province, Maratta for Mal·atta. sect for sect, etc., is 
the real.Jtey-note of th(., sitUl.tlOU. Did you note the 
re-actionary . forces like the Adwalta Sabha, the 
Madhwa Sabha, the Brahman conference, the Non· 
brahma.n conference, the Okklliu. conference, the 
Devangari conferenoe, Ceded Dlstriots conference, 
the Northern Sirka.rs conference, the Telugu Con­
ference, the 'l'lHllil Sa.nga.m, the Ma.la.bar Conferenoe, 
t.he Ohristian conventions, the Nad&r Unions etc. 
Ea.oh of these appears to be actlllg nnder a 80rt of 
ploIliC; that if they did not each one assert its own 
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sectional life 808 against llie reet, it might be sunk. 
The cHperative movements are purely economical or 
industrial as .... shee; neoessity, in the struggle for 
'existence without meaning to cha:nge or divert the 
maio cur~nts of Indian.life. Indian art is reviving; 
Indian indut~ries are reviving; Indian agriculture ill 
improving. In fact, we are witnessing a great revi­
val in India of all the IORt or forgotton arts Bnd 
industries, but without affecting in any appreciable 
degree the main anti-national centres of life. In 
fact, the spirit of reVival and re-action i9 a powerful 
indication that India is developing on its own old 
lines of monarchy and aristocracy. 'fhe brahman 
Ijoes not mean to merge himself in the non-brahman. 
The non-brahman does not mean to merge himself in 
the lower classes. The Hindu does not mean to 
merge himself in the Mohamedan nor does the 
Mohamedau mean to merge himself in thE. Hindu. 
Among the Native ChrIstians, the gre~t problem of 
the day is to remove caste from among them. Are 
you aware of the nU!IltiL'OUS divisions of Indian 
Ohristians who would not intermarry? Are yon 
aware of caste ChL'lstians who would not give up 
their ca.ates? Are you aware of the bitter fencH 
betweeu Vellala Christi!l.us and Nadal' Christ.ia.nsf 
And how much more bitter they are towards each 
other tban towaras other communitieaf A.re you 



aware of the numerous divilions among Mahomed­
dans? The sectarian spirit of Southern India~8 t.o­
day not only a.s powerful a.s ever but is i~n developing 
strongly on sectarian lines, Each aect fealll,itself eleva.­
ted in the rise of its own men b,ut does not f~ eq~y 
so in the rise of other Beets, Have you noteVo tha.t Inter­
marriages among the various sects of BrahWildls or 
various sub-divisions uf non-Brahmans is still a very 
distant hope, Did you notioo the fierce war of Madru 
versus Mysore m the Mysore politios? And that 
while Madras and Mysore may marry, the feeling of 
Madras V81'6U8 .\lysore is still keen and unabated, 
when it comes to a que~tion 01 power aud oflice, One 
must study these gt'eat underourrents of sociology 
and how they cross each other and oppose each other. 
They have not the slightest Idea of giving way to 
each otber, or sacrifiCing tbewsel ves for the grElllt 
Ideal of _tionahsID; Ii. iact ~hich Englishmen even 
here oa.nnot fully grasp; and they are taken IU by 
appearances. As for Radica.ls at home they are only 
more ignorant of tbem and they are only too ready 
to be deceived into hasty a.nd BuperfiCial generalIZa.­
tions of whioh every man in India capable of thiuking 
is however aware, You must reall$e more than all 
that these tremendous curreuts and counter-curt'ents 
of Indian life present a. smooth surface under the 
spell of British rule whioh is consta.ntay throwing ilia 
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cha.rm of peace and uniti' a.nd that the moment the 
spell is withdl·a.wn, the mutua.lly a.nta.gonistic .. nti­
nllotional centrlils of Indian life will be left mercilessly 
to a state of internecine and internal war which will 
rsQ.uCie w.q,ia in a. seco~d to its condition during the 
pre-British,;,days from which it will ha.ve no means of 
recovering so far as human eye can Bee or imagination 
ca.n picture. 'rhe globe-trottlUg M. PB. who write up 
their books for the edificatlOn of the British public 
are quite innocent of the real life of India 
or the real ddficultles of na.tionahsing India. 
While the lndiaus themselves do not mea.n to 
do It and ha.ve not begun doiug it a.s yet, is It not 
ridiculous tor the Hadicals at home to think of doing 
it at the point of their generous vapourings printed 
in London and spread broadcast all over the world! 
Every foreigner who comes to india and goes back 
has now cou,e to adopt as his creed clever, vitupera.­
tion of the BrItish administratlOn holding up' the 
British democracy as the great frUit from which the 
people of india are kept by the BfltlBh officials here 
with the one sinister purpose of keeping down India 
and lndians. The British rule lU I ndll~ has made 
every na.tiou In the west a bit jealollS of Engla.od 
a.pparently. 'l'he America.n holds up the PhilipFlne 
Illlands for model. 'l'his is ~he la.test by wa.y. 1;1£ 

pOinting out how the Phillippinoes and AmerJ0iWI8 
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llre fraternising with eaoh ~ther compared with the 
• Indians-and Englishmen. This is. all oheap tb'eoriaing 

and genera.lilling but a great deal betide the mark. 
Americans cannot nationalise Indi&, Enlfland cannot 
nationalise India. The examplp of Philtp'tnoes_n 
no more nationalise India than Franoe t\ationalised 
PondicbE'l'ry. Indi&. alone can nationalise itself, but 
if she does not, mean to do it no one can push her 
into it. 

A.-I admit that India is a laybryinth diffionlt to 
unravel. I admit tbe force of your contention. Bnt 
what abont the social reform naovement which at 
least you will admit is a distinctly nationalising 
force! What do you think of the Arya Samaj which 
is nationalising? What do you say to Brahma 
Samaj which is nationalising? You have not taken 
note of Theosophy which is fringing togflther the 
various religions on common ground and trying to 
make people forget tbeir difference and emphasille 
their unity. You bave also forgotten to take note of 
Frell Masonry which is again a great factor in bring­
ing the east and west together. Don't you think that 
oaste is visibly crumbling before this fOI'cef Don't 
you think that the next step after these innnmerable 
divisions get strengthened, each in ite own way, will 
be towards a general coalition making for Indian 
natiouality . 
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R.-Ye8, I do bd.ieve in the Social Reform 
Movement. Bat 80 far, the conn try has not responded 
to its call sufficiontly. Similar movements Iik. the 
Arya. Samai and Brahma Samaj have again failed to 
roolle the, I!nthusiasm of. the country. As for Theo­
sophy, wIde it has Boften61d the religious animosities 
\,. theory, it has unfortunately made so far every 
B8Ct and ev ... ry class believe only in itself as abont 
the best and ha.s never roused itself eqnal to the 
call of univereal brotherhood, which has so fa.r remain­
ed a mere na.me. If the country had only responded 
to this larger call hitherto, you can place Borne hope 
in these forces. Unfortunately, the larger calls have 
been cries in the wilderness, and t.he classBB and 
sects have been and are asserting to-day their own 
vicious and selfish cries to the detriment of the na­
tional life. How this is going to disappear is more 
than J can say. 

A.-Is not Social Reform a success? Mr. Veera­
salingham is a hero of a. hundred re-marriages which 
have stirred up the Sirka-ra into reform activity. In 
Bombay, Hindn ladies, Parsee la-dies and even 
Mahomedan ladies have come to take pa.rt in social 
movements in an inspiring manner. The Poona 
Widows' Home is the flower of the reform movement. 
The depressed classes mission is another great cd 
encouraging feature of the nlltionalising teIlcieQ(ll 



38 

and Gokhale'll ElellleDt&ry EdulatioD Bill if pILI_had 
worked ont by the country would reuder deaaoc~ 
inevitable. 

R.-That is where the greatest millt&~e i. made. 
You connect every accideut o~ modern o~yilisatiop. 

with democracy !WI its necessary oouoomit.nt or the 
invariable cause. There is nothing incongruoUi 
between the most absolute form of monarohy and the 
best form of 10MB education, the best form of female 
edncation and the highest development of arts and 
industries. Because the American President shakes 
hands with his cabman who is holding his reins with 
one hand and a newspaper in the other, and because 
America has 80 much that is great and good 
in it, it does not in the least follow that the greatneu 
and goodness of America is the result and the 
American President's bhaking hands with his oablilan 
is the caUl¥!. May not the co!neotion between the 
two be merely one of co-existenoe instead of being 
oa.nsa.l? Do yon think during the best days of mon&r­
ohy all the world over under great and wise kings 
and monarchs, the people were not happy, the oountry 
WIIo8 not prosperous, or the arts and industries d.i4 
not flourish! On the other band, it is one of the moat 
deeply rooted artioles of faith in the Indiau mind 
that under a just and wise monaroh, the pt'Ople 
attained the highest eminence and prOftperity all 

I 



round. Indian history, t1ndian religion, Indian mytho­
logy IIond even Indian fables and stories a~ fall of 
this £lIoitb. !rbe king wa.s everything to his people 
and the cQuntry and its subjects everything to him. 
The cOhception of a j!1St rule is so high in India that 
under it 110 injustice can happen, no tear can be shed, 
and no wrong perpetratad. The king was responsible 
for anything and everything amiss in his country. 
Under 110 jURt rule there WIlS no widowhood IIond no 
premature death. The grea.test of the Tamil poets 
describing the country under Ra.ma during his reign 
su.ys wiih even more wisdom than poetry tha.t 
"there wu.s no wealth in the land because there was 
no poverty; that there was no strength in the land 
because that·a was no weakness: that there was no 
truthfulness in the land because there was no lying, 
and that there was no ignorance in the land because 
debates and discussions were the order Q.~ the day." 
Therefore it is obvious that the happiness of the 
people could be secured as much under the form of 
government known a.s mona.rchy as nnder any other, 
provided the instruments of government are efficient. 
But if the people would prefer one form of govern­
ment to o.nother and of which a. Pa.rliamentary 
form becomes an integral part, it pf68l1ppOsea 
the efficiency a.nd fitness of the people who ME for 
it. It is for thtl people to adjust them8ll1ves up to 



tbe necessary state of fitness and efficiency laefo..e 
demanding it; this presupposes ageoin a number of 
oonditions, which not only happen to "be wanting in 
India, bnt which are strenuously opposed'to the ma-

#'. • 
ting Indian oonditions. Unleel! thereforetne existing 
oonditionsare la!"gely ohanged a.nd the req~isite oondi­
tions for a popular form of government are initmted 
instead by the people, there is no meaning in thrus· 
ting on the oountry a form of government for which 
it iii not yet prepared. It will never beoome a part 
of the people though it may work in a way so long B8 

the foreign hand works it. It would be wise for the 
British GO'Lernment and the people alike to agree 

frankly to war king up first and foremost, those antece-
dent conditiwa of fitness before building up the popular 
form of government on a la,rge Bcale. 

A.-I quite agree that ;here is a great deal of 
truth in ~hat you say. But how would'you work 
those conditions up? How would you have the 
people work them and how would you ask the British 
Government to help them? Before proceeding to 
discuss that topic, I should like to know what you 
think about tbe policy and principles (If British 
Government hitherto aud why there haa been Bnoh 
an amount of outburet of feeling against the British 
Government of late? How do you aooount for the 
8Ohool of sedition in Iniia? What do you think 
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gen,,l'8011yof the effects of the British rulei' Do yon 
think the people. ha.ve grown tired of the British 
Government' and want a change? These aTe the 
questions "Which a.re troubling the British public. 
'The B~itish public .would have an honest and 
impartial \-iew of the situation from the purely Indian 
point of view. 



CHAPTER U. 

INDlA 

AND 

A PARLTUIENTAlty FORM or GOVEltNlIII:NT. 

R.-BEFORE we reRume our discussion on the questions 
you have raised, let me maKe the observation that 
a Parliamentary form of Government is suited only to 
a free and self-governing nation or at any rate, there 
mURt be a certain amount of minimnm solidarity an~ 
!locial unity of thought and feeling among the 
people hefore the experiment could be tried. History 
has no parallel to the syste'i of :British Government 
in India, because never before was so large a tract of 
country which consists of diverse people! and 
religious ruled by a single sovereign power and that_ 
a foreign power, whose home is separated from India 
by thousands of miles of sea. Before talking of 
Phillipinoes under ~merica, we would do well to 
know what are the social customs and divisions of 
the Phillipinoes and if they are anything like thOle 
obtr.ining in India. False analogies must lead to 
ineorTeCt genera.lizations. If Lord Morley, Mr. Ramsay 
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Maod?nald, Mr. Koir Ha.rdie and the soores of foreign 
tourists a.nd visitol'!' to India, could only have 80 

clear grasp 0'£ the Indian conditions of life and 
living 1tnd· the Indian customs and manners of 
thOught 'a1'Jd feeling, before inditing their criticisml 
or drafting ~cheme8 for the political uplifting of India, 
their views would be helpful to progress on right 
lines. I wish Charles Bradlangh had tackled the 
Indian social problem. I wish we had a Herbert 
Spencer or John Stuart Mill to think out the Indian 
l!Iociology and write on Indian social liberty, J wish 
Lord Morley could come to India and live with ns for 
a few years and try to understand Indian life. 

If the spirit of democracy were introduced too 
BOon, even where the Government is by the people's 
own monarch, it will tend to revolution. But when 
it comes gradually as in,llJngland, to give the conntry 
the best form of limited monarchy, it is safe,' becanse 
the people, the Parliament, and the king are all of 
the Bame nationality. Tliere is no incompatibility 
therefore between intense love for the sovereign on 
the part of the people and an intense love for a 
constitutional system of government. The stability 
of the government or the safety of the King is never 
at stake on account of the constitutiona.l liberty of 
the P&rlia.ment. Even the gravest constitutional 
orisis may therefore come and go in Engla.nd lea.mi 



IW great danger behind for'"thQ nation or th. QOGl:lIiI'Y 
~t large, because the nation facing the crisis :nd, the 
nation coming oat of it, is one' and 'the .ame a.d it ·. 
is a matter of national self-interest to.see , thall the 
nation comes out of the struggle whole .. dd unhurt. 
Bnt when one nation rules over a.nothel' a.a Engla.nd 
is rulmg India, the funotion of a Parliamentary form 
of government becomes ra.dically different, in that 
while in the British Parliament, it i8 only the partitla 
that are opposing each other and nobody is opposing 
the King or the Government a.s a who lA, in India. the 
subject of opposition is not this party or that, but 
the Britis~ Go\'ernment itself. In the British Parlia­
ment the fight is betwtlen the pa.rty in power and th~ 
party out of power. Both being English, it beoomes 
merely a great Ipolitioal game and no danger can 
oome out of it affecting the .stability of the constitu­
tion. :ant in India the party in power is the British 
Government and it is the party J7srpetw.ally in power ' 
and when it is opposed by the party out of power 
perpetually, the resnlt oan be nothing like the 
BritishParliament, but oan only be that the ruling 
power is perpetually nnder the fire of oritioism a.t 
the hands of the party out of pO'Wer. It ill only 
where a form, of party Government could ~ 
mBtituted tbt a Parliamentary form of Government 
oould be inaugurated. And this is possible only 
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when the Tulers a.nd the' ruled belong to the same 
nation~lity. Otherwise the obvions result will be 
tha.t the difficulties i~cidenta.l to a foreign Govern­
ment would. be not only multiplied endlessly and 
without suilicient cauae" but the very stability of the 
Government is constantly undermined by the habit 
of attack against it which the Government itself hB08 
engendered by introducing the Parliamentary form. 
It is moat remarkable tha.t this aspect ha.s never been 
taken note of and Indian politics is discussed by the 
politicians both here and at home just as they would 
discuss British politics, overlooking the fa.ct that the 
same course ot critiolsm which in Englanq would be 
not only harmless but might be only a phase of party 
politics to whioh the nation is accustomed all along, 
would in IndIa lead to shaking the very foundations 
of the British GOl'ernme~t, because wha.t the Opposi­
tion Benoh in IndIa is attackmg is not any pa,rty but 
the Government itself. It is not merely, o.s in Eng­

,land, the party in power that is ridiouled, that is 
exposed, that is weakenn, that is discredited or 
defea.ted ma.king room for the other party to come ill, 
but what is atta.cked, what is ridiouled, what is ex­
posed, what is disoredited and what is defea.ted is fQr 
the moment the Government itself. If a pa.rty form 
of Government could be possibly evolved for British 
India as the one in England which would leave the . 
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Sove1'eign power untouohed and unaffected, Iblttt' 
would be no great danger to the stability of the 
British rnle. But as long as this is not powa'Ibl4, ., 
this form of government is obviously uttauited Where 
one nation rules another, because it afnknts in 
oreating a state of affairs never intended eith~ bi 
the rnlers or the ruled. I do not think the Britia1t 
politician of any school, however Radica.l, isanx10ull 
that the British should retire from India to-morrow. 
But yet he is strengthening by his criticisms nnconsi­
onsly the impression in India that the British 
Government is something so wicked and heinons.that 
the sooner it retires the better. While the Radical 
thinks that his honest criticism of Indian Government. 
is merely to mend it in his own Pa.rliamentary 
fashion, he scarcely realises that the millions of India 
nnacoustomed io the Par)ia~entary form, only take 
criticism- to mean that lie is willing to oontribute 
another axe to be laid at the very root of the British 
Government. The Indians on the other side who 
represent the party in opposition, must oome to the 
oonolnsion by a simple prooess of reasoning that 80 

long as they have no power to oarry on the Govern­
ment themaelVe8 on the lines of the Parliamentary 
system at home, this sort of mere form mnat only 
lead to discontent and helples8UeI!B. It can only 
leaa gra.duaUy to a perfeoted sysiem of attack agalua't 

II • 
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the British rule which would widen ILnd deepen the 
impression already ,set afloat that tbe. British 
Govel'nment· is a failure. That this is what is 
happening, there c.an be no doubt. 

A . ..!.'Pbe British. nation would certainly be 
astonished to hear that the criticism at home has the 

effect of undermining ,the faith of the people in the 
British rule. They rather think that they are 
strengthening the bonds hetween J ndia and England, 
but if the result is unfortunately, as you say, then it 
is time that that method of criticism was dropped 
and some other method of cri.iciem adopted. 

, 
R-Yes, that ie exactly the danger of the 

situation. You see the British Government is in its 
vt'>ry nature exposed to great difficulties. No true 
well-wisher of India and England should add to 
tbem. In the £r~t pla.ce, it must be conceded that 
the first and foremost feature of the British-Govern­
ment unlike itA predecessors in India is that' the 
ruling power does not reside in the countl'y it roles. 
Those who conquered India or any part of it oue 
after another during all the political vicissitudes 
throllgh which India had passed before the British 
ascendency made India their home so that the rulers 
and the ruled were really together. This gU80nnteed 
touch between t.he rulers II.nd the ruled. But the 
British from the beginning have been, so to speak, 



&beealiee rulers. They come and go. They do noto 
reside "midst the people they rule. This plfrhllopB 
lloOOOunts for a great deal more of aloomeea of English­
meu from lndi&lls than anything elae. Then ~n 
the British Empire though the biggest ill ~he world 
a.nd the most marvellous to~, has not got in India 
any sovereign whom the people could cling to with 
the devotion aud warlDth of oriental nature. 'la it 
not very e.xtraordinary when yuu come to think of it 
that the millions of Indian subjeots should have no 
sovereign in their own land in flesh and blood but 
that he should be vlslblo to u~ only III piotures? HlI.d 
Her Ma.Jesty the Queen VlCtorll~ spent 0. qnarter of 
her reign in Ind,,!., I ha.ve uu doubt the devotion to 
the British sovereign would ~o-day be a thousand'" 
fold stronger. It IS human n .. ture more or less. If 
the British I::!overellgn were !n Induio all the time and 
not see .. in ~ngland I am sure It would affeot the 
public mind or ~ngland Just as much as now the 
poople of Indio. are affeoted by want of a visible 
oovereigu. M. Uhailley says:-

" Indian loyalty IS like 0. bird whloh nnda 
no rest for its feet. It was a comprtlhensioll 
of this that IUsplred Dlsrael!, ID 1875, With t.hs 
happy thought of making Queen Victoria 
Empress of Indill. But why, I t IS IlIWd, Dot go 
farther f why not give India a member of the 



Royal Family B8 a sl\b-king? The people would 
raspect him beca1l8El he would be powerful and 
would lov.e him becan~e they wonld have found 
a worthy object of love. The British alone oan 
decirle whether such a solution is feBBible or 
desir~ble." 

Thirdly, nobody knows where the centre of British 
Govemment lies. Is it in India or in England? Is 
it in the Local Government, or Indian Government 
or the Secretary of Stattl or the British Parliament 
or the British public f Nobody knows were the centre 
is. It is in the Local Government and yet it is not. It 
i8 in the India Government and yet it is not. It is in 
the Secretary of State and yet it is not there either. It 
:s in the British Parliament and it is not quite there. 
It is in the British public, but what does the British 
public know of India? 'rhus British Governme\lt in 
India has got ever so many centres that one does 
not know which IS the real centre. The rulers and 
statesmen who come to Ind1& and rule are a perpet'u­
ally shifting factor. They come and go and their 
place is t"ken up by others. 'fhey oome and go back 
to their far-off native isle, 'fo the Anglo-Indian rulers 
and administrators, their work in India is a part of 
the history of India, and to all good Britishers India 
haa beoome dear aa the soene of their labonrs and 
when theI bid good-bye to India it ill with a. lJ_vy 



Iu.rt. But yet. it is ead to reflect thllot India ia n0' 
their home ud they have to flo. If only half df OIU 

ruleni and stateamen should look to Iadi. 1M their 
home, there would be to-day more tOllol1 un'doQbted~ 

I, between the ralers and the ruled. Whilllchus the 
British rule in India is the ~arvel of marvels, it ia 
like. huge kaleidosoope turning from England to 
India and baok again to England' in 80 manDer un­
p1'60edented in the annals of history. A. oolony 'of 
Englishmen in India composed of retired offioials or 
even 110 part of the retired offioials who would look 
to India, if not 80S their home, at least as the land of 
their adoption wonld be a grelit bridge between the 
Ea.et and the West. The amount of intellectual and 
moral wealth that comes to India from England every 
yellor in the shape of Englishmen and goes 8.way 
without stopping here to lift up India is the real 
drain th~ we should deplore, ~nd the hest of them 
come a.nd go like flashes of lightning after havina' 
&Oted their part on the stage of Indian administ .... 
tion. 

A.-Yes: I qllite see the point, but if English­
men ma.de India. their home I 110m afraid they would 
800n oeue to be Eughsnmeu and lose their power 
for I'ood. 'fhey must preserve the freehneas and 
'iFlit' of their native island before tltey oan be of 
auy Q8e ~ Lhf "orld. '!'h.t ~ why they Mud their 



ohildren away to England early for training. The 
Engltshmen whose sojourn in India is long, find th .. m­
selves out of tOllch at home and so they hurry back 
to mah amends. So the term Anglo-Indian means 
lllnglishlflau who has 19st a biL of the English touch 
and ga.ined a bit of Indian touch by his stay in India. 

&-You seem to be talklUg exaotly like the 
brahman who says that he loses hiS caste by touching 
the black. waters 01' treadmg on the Enghsh soil. 
Whether Englishmen could ma.ke India their home 
or not is a problem for then' own decision. But 1 
for one, look upon the difficulty as purely sentimental 
and as capable of solution. If India i~ wurth Tuli1'Y, 
it must be worth l'iving in. What about the large 
number of mlB810naries who spend almost all their 
lives in India? However the qnestlOn is yet in the 
region of speculatIOn ,and not m tha.t of practical 
pohtlCs. When we go to England and stop there 1/08 

long as Englishmen do in lndul., we are bound to be­
come a bit Anglicised j and even 80 Englishmen in 
India must get a bit Indillonised. Perhaps we would 
get more Anglicised ill England than Englishmen 
would be m lndlll. nnder e;ustmg comlitions. That 
is inevitable. Bilt there is no reason to dread It. b 
is sa.id that Englishmen when they come to India are 
fresh, free and frank and that nnder Indis.n condI­
tions they become what is termed Bureaucratil but Iio 



t'be extent to which this is true, Indian conditions lore 
a great deal responsible. For the Angio-fudiaD 
code of conduct in India tbe Iudianlf will have to 
bear their share of burden. We often hear the 
charge now-I.-days that the Englishman in India ill a 

'bit of a Nawab. If it is so, ~.1ay it not bE' that the 
Nawabism of India has affected even the simple and 
free EnglishmanP 

Twenty years ago when the Collector was on 
tour in his District, he was received with a great deal 
of pomp and splendour, mUSIC and tom-tom, nautch 
girls and garlands and he was quite demi-godded and 
so he became a demi-god. It was not his fault sure· 
ly. Even when he did not want it, the people demi", 
godded him. When the Collector went for Jama· 
bandi, he was received like the GovE'rnor. I q~ite 
remember when I was a bov how a Collector was 
received.in a Taluk Station when he went to Jama­
bandi. 'fhat again is Indian custom. What could the 
Collector do except to bow to the custom of the 
country be had to rule? Pomp bnd Splendour at,ta­
ching to power is a thing of the East, and it could be 
wuhed ont only gradually even if Englishmen would 
put them ont at ollce. The Collector who at one time 
loomed so big has now been shoved into the back­
ground. The Revenue Board nas likewise gone into 
the btwk-ground. The Local Government has like· 



wise gone into tbe back-ground. The Viceroy bim­
self b'i!.s bad to recede before the Secret,ary of State 
aud tbe Secretary of State in his tUrn, finds himself 
before the Parliament to answer questions. This 
must glIdden the hea,ts of Radicals but after all it. 
is worth asking now after 80 much of Indian progress 
ar.d enlightment whence proceeds t~is Nawabism? 
From Indians or from Englishmen, and who is the 
bigger Bahadllr, the Indian clot.hed with power 01' 

the Englishman? When the Indian tries to hecome a 
free man, it is in spite of himself, his surroundings 
and traditions. That is why 90 few of t,he Indians 
even of the highest culture and eminence aTe still not 
free in any real sense of the term. And when the 
Englishmall becomes the Nawab, it is again in spite 
of himself, his surroundings, bis blood and his tradi­
tions. The result is thpt if you scratch the surface 
of the loudest Indian nationalist, yon will finj under­
neath NawR.bisll1 running in his veins. Likewise 
Bcratch the surface of the Anglo-Indian, he is 
e88Bntially the free and freedom-loving Englishman. 
NawahisID in India is a coo(lontrio circle iu which for 
centuries the Indian as well as the Mohamedau haa 
been living. It is the normal political life of the 
country. The Village Officer plays the Nawab in 
the village. He is honoured in the village B.II it .. 
centre. Hi!! word is law in the village. While be 



exacts obeiaanoe from his villagllr& he IS ~!leertul W, 

P&ying it in his tarn to his Revenue Inspeo~ or 
TablliJdar, who again in their turn al'fhl'e&dy to pay 
it to their immediate superior, the Deputy Collector' 
Time was about twenty yea1'8 ago when tQe Deputy 
Collector's arriva.l for J amabandi was a great 'eve.t. 
He was the oentre of attraotion only next to the 
Colleotor. Again the Depllty Collector g~ve the 
Collector the rospeot he got from his Tah8il~ar. It 
ia 80 in Hydtm~bad. The Mohamedan say8' I "give 
respect and take it." So round the small oi~le in 
the village of which the Headman or the ViJlage 
Officer is tho centrA you come up by grada.tion8 until 
you reach the monarch at whose feet everything lay. 
This is India still. Slmtlady In the religiou8 sphere­
you find the religions head of each community exaot· 
ing implicit homa.ge like the Pope in Rome. In the 
social sIWere, man has come to ·play the Nawab over 
the 'woman in Ind1a. In the domestic sphere, the 
husband plays the Nawab over the wife. As every­
one in India must play the Nawab sometime or other, 
the woman too wanted her chance and that ahe got 
when she became a mother-in-law. So wben the 
mother-in-law played the Nawab over the daughter­
in-law, and when the lalter grumbled, the mother-in­
kw aaid $a the d&ughter-in-llIow "waoit for your turn 
t.ill'}OG become a mother-in-law". Cute agai.u ill. 

7 
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huge aristocracy whl,h tends to Nawabism of olaes 
over'clIl.8s. In this land therefore where thll air ill 
saturated 80 thoroughly with the spirit of Nawabi&m 
sooially, religiously and politically it would be a 
wonder oif Englishmen were not affected by it 
more c'r less. But aft~r all how much of it ea.ch takes 
is a question of personal equation. There are and 
there have been excellent men who have nevor been 
affected by It, There are aga.in those who come to 

be so taken in by it honestly as the only thing that 
can ruie India. properly, and they readIly remind one 
of the hnes, ".Assumes the God, affects to nod and 
seems to shake the spheres." Already this tendency 
has reached its chmax atld It is no longer possible. 

'This is Imperialism of the wrong type. But, after 
all, it is true that between the rwerage Englishman 
II.nd the II.vel'sge Indian the bigger Nawab to this day 
both in ease II.nd In ;os~ IS tbe Indian rather .J;han the 
Englishman, because the Englishman's Nawbism if 

'anythmg is at best assumed In India. It is not in 
him. H IS mIt natural to him. Whereas the Naw&bism 
of the Indian is in his veiD~ and his freedom is only 
of the lips. When the EngJish official goes to the 
club in the evening he bas to shake off his Nawabism 
and mix with everyone there on a footing of equalit.y. 
'1'he English merchants, miuionaries, plantei'll or 
bankllrll break the officialdom, and the English-
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upon hiB office as 
real life is ou t of it. 

M 

brought' up that h. loeb 
a mere necessity but hi. 

He is m6re • visible in his 
genuine colours when he is out of offioe, in the olub, 
in the house, iu the hunting gt:ound or in et>ortl!. ' He 
ia then at Hs best. But with the Indian it is :ntirely 
different. It ie jnst the otht>r way. Power and autho­
rity are the air he breathes and offioe i8 the life be 
lives. To olub and clubbablity or the genuine sort, he 
is a stranger. Consciousness of power and conscious­
ness of office are his food ani drink. He carries it 
whereever he goes. 

In the NlI.tive States, this tendency is eveu more 
pronounced than here to this day. His ExceJleDcl 
the Governor or the Viceroy may be all affability and 
Council members and Civilians as a rule may be all 
courtesy Rnd kindness to u~; • but the Indian gods 
strike ene at times as much more imperious and 
imperial in their attitude. One despairs whether 
English education has after all effected any change, 
iu this matter. Perhaps with the Indians it has 
made things worse. We hear 80 much about want of 
touch between the Civilians and the People for want 
of knowledge ou their part of the vernaculars. But 
tbl! educated Indian ha.s become a caste bY' himself. 
Be loon down upon the rest of hiB countrymen: he 
would not mix with the~ freely because it i8 infra. dig. 
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The Indian offioere 'become aga.in a caste by them-
1161ve~. 'l'hey look down upon the rest. The educa­
ted no~-officlals who are mostly Vakils, have their 
revenge on their own indian officers whom they out 
severe,!y at their club,. and the result is the feeling of 
offioial verBUII non-official, has now grown into a 
creed. 

The Englishman is trained to subordinate him­
self to higher interest~. He is trained to public life 
infinitely more than wo are. He is trained to value 
and appreciate honest opinions and convictions ev.en 
when he differs strongly from them. He is trained to 
the great virtue of a frank recognition of merit 
.wherever found. But in all these respects and many 
more we have to learn a great deal from England. 
The convictions of a popular public man in England 
are sacred to :him anl to his following and to his 
country. He is constantly arraigned at"the bar 
.of public opinion for any change of front and h'e is 
on his trial. But here public opinion has yet to be 
formed on great many matters of publio ooncern. 
Most of our public men o.re made in a very rough 
and ready manner and their opinions too are equally 
rough and ready. But thanks to the English 
education we can to-day show among us brilliant. 
examples of public men though they are numerically 
amall. 



Again the liberty of the pfeas and f!'&edam Of 
speech are very dear to Englishmen. The Enegliab 
know also how to take the press opiniona ¥ their 
worth. The English press, the English pnblic 
opinion, the English national .life and th"s British 
Parliament have all ~rown together wtere&li 
here the press is yet in its infancy and the 
trials inoidental to it. 'l'he peopl" have been accn .. 
tomed only to personal politics and they caR not often 
rise above the level of personalities to the perception 
of principles, and therefore what interests the B.verage 
Indian reader as well as the Indian press is very 
often personal cl'Jticism but intervals of reason come 
when no personal intel'ests a re at stake. But the 
liberty of the pre8ll or the freedom of speech is never 
at stake with Englishmen a8 a mlB. The Mysore 
Press Law apart from its merits.one way or the other 
and barety as a matter of principle, involving legiS­
latio~ against the press, has passod more easily in the 
Mysore State than it would have done under the 
BMtish Government. Hyderabad would be even more 
lIummary with the press or with dissentients or angry 
criticisms against itself . 

.• The King can do no wrong"; "He is a.bove a.ll 
criticism": This is out and out an oriental sentiment 
and it is enforced in the Native States by the 
hight-st Indian officers t~erein . Whereas the thea..,. 



that even "The cat'can look at the King" is purely 
British. The Nati'Ve States have sometimes visited 
the pr1'88 wl\b soant Ilourtesy. Tile treatment pro­
vokes no sensation in the States conoerned; but all 
the opposition to it. comes from our side. Mr. Pal 
carelully omitted the Native States from hi. 
programme. He played his game freely over the 
BritiRh province. From the Mysore Advisory 
Committ.ee thepress-mell were excluded. Tlie Indian 
press is angry. But the Mysorfl Government is not 
going to truckle to the Press. It has got its own 
reasons for excluding the press-men from the meet­
ings and it is not going to hold itself responsible to the 
press. I do not know what Radic~ls would oall this 
iu England and how many questions would be put iu 
Parliament abouL such doings if the British Govern­
ment had done su~h a thing. But being Native 
States which possess perfect freedom in sueZ.) mBotters 
they Bore froe from the fears of attack in Parliament 
Bot the bands of pseudo-philanthropists, wbose 
quixotic misllion is in striking contrast with what 
gOfl~ on in the Na.Live States. Let me tell you. 
my dear sir, Indian blood in iufinitely more 
autocratio than the English. The average Englillh 
politician knows the responsibility of forming opinieni , 
and holding them. He knows the diffioulty of gi'f'lntr 
them up. His political opinions a.l'e a part of eis 



publio life and publio oharaote;. But most of. 0111' 

politioians (barring jost a few brilliant exoeptiona) 
in a oonntry of millions are just b-eginnmg their 
political alphabet. The newspapers do the thinking 
for the politicians and thinking is so trOublesome 
that the average Indian politician is willing to ·adopt 
the thought of otbers as his for the time being. The 
Indian Prese generally has cOllle to ~bink that its funo­
tion ia to play the role of opposition to the Govern­
ment as completely as possible aud it lslfound to pay. 
The politicians who differ from the press get short 
shrift. Indian politics has been all along politics of 
the purely persOllal type. It is in the blood of the 
people. In Native States, politics is simply making 
and unmaking the men in power, even to this day. 
Dur:ng the pre-British days it was making and un­
making of the men in power or. the Government of 
the day .• It was done not by the press but by the 
old, old oriental weapon of party spirit and intrigue. 
The man in power, be he a Peshwa or Dewan, had at 
once his rival. Each had his own following, and the 
mnction of each party was to do its best against the 
man in power and pull him to pleceB. YOIl find this 
spirit, the llame even now more or le88 in the Native 
States. English education hll.8 not.minilDiaed it very 
QUlCb. It haa only ma.de the weapon of intrigue 
aharper bat it ie oovered .now wiih yelvet. Tha& is 
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educ,!Ltiou.1 Has English education stopped in 
Native States, party politics and the politics 
of making and unma.king Dewans? It has not. 
The way party feeling works in India is woeful, 
wonderful ILnd worth studying by every honest 
Britisher at home and in India, because in studying 
it he has studied the real life of India and in holding 
the balance against Its evil influences, he haa master­
ed the secret as well as the difficulty of the British 
rule in India. If he fails to grasp it, the result i8 
disastflr. When one Dewan goes out and another 
comes in, the reversal of pohcy consists mamly in 
his own men comlllg up and in his predecessor's 
men going down. To this usual ana invariable party 
spirit is added current feehngs due to conflicting in­
terests making the situatIOn only more complicated. 
A man may be fILl' alloove the average in character 
and intellect but hA may get crushed on ILOJount of 
this party spirit. This is un-English but quito normal 
in Native States. In Travancore, the feelmg is 
brahmans ver8US 1l0n-brahmallR and a thousand such 
details of clique snd cliquism baffiings the strength and 
skill of the Britisher, oonstltute the normal Indian life. 
If the Dewan sent to rule the Native Statee happens 
to be too radical, he would upset the coach of Go­
vernment but if he is too timid to initiate urgent 
reforms on Bound Bond I'1I:tional lines of western 
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thought, he ';rould leave the Augean stables of oustom 
and prejudioe, oorruption and oliquism untonohe4. 
The golden mean of taking a step or t'\#o in adva.lIoe 
without aspiring for giant strides is the only thing 
given to tbe practical and wise statesman' who re­
serves his Utopia to himself and takes oa.re ~ot to 
become anot her Don Quixote. This party spirit .. f1d 
personal politics being so much in the India.n blood 
no wonder the Indian prf'SS is deeply affected 
by it. For who are the Editors? They are not 
geuerally mell with the large creed neoessary for 
holding the balance evenly between the Indiau 
olasses but they are themselvos men of class-prejudi­
oes and seot sympathies and Provincial patriotism and 
carry their own personal politics into their papers 
more or less. They are however o.greed about one 
thing, and that is, opposing ~e GOt·ernment. This 
aocount~ for the o.bsence of papers repreeentiug 
various political parties in tndia. Tbey are all 
engaged in the work of opposing Government. All 
remarked by a keen observer, the so-oa])ed publio 
opinion may turn out on examina.tion often enougb 
" the very private opinion of a very private mem." But 
aU the same, the Intlia.n editor has beoome a power. 
Re is well-read and he is conscious that the Britssh 
sentiment of liberty gives him a place in the Fourth 
Estate of the Realm. He can 800ner do BO under 

8 • 



the British Government, tha.n the Native State& ami 
he need only pitoh jute the Government in and out 
of SeaBon to show himself off. H is tIIus he makes 
himl!6lf felt. 

The 'Editors of the Indian Press and even their 
report.ers and ()orre~pondent8 are becoming little 
press-autoorats. This is interesting study. 'l'hey 
are talking democracy for the purpose of making 
themselves autocrats. They have bf'come antocra.ts 
more ot' less. That jij the Indian tendency. Yoa 
start an organization to put down C"a.ste. It Boon 
becomes another caste. The press wants to cheok 
uncontrolled power and abuse of authorit1. But it 
soon becomes a tyranny, which may be termed the 
tyrsnny of the Pres8. At the head of the opposition 
to the Government sits the !]ditorial God whose aim 
1s to vie with the or.her Gods. 20 year8 ago the 
Indian press worked with the public mol'. 0'1 princi­
ples and less on personal considerations, but now the 
rule of the Indian editor has become very p.ersonal 
indeed I While he is protesting against the ince1l8e 
offered at the altar of officialdom he wants .. lot him­
lelf, and he gets it in abundance. He wants to be 
!leen by the biggest men. aon'ble Membera of 
Council, Dewana of Native States and the higheat 
ofticials who look upon an angry comment on them. _ 
• calamity, aU those want n~w the Editor's good-will 
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Wh to_ pDt $hem up and not '<I pull thsuIio~ • 
. Power h.. got now not only Jep&r&ted fro~ a.. 
GoverDmen' but it has been shifted iO the 1I'l~ 
Preas. One paper openly said that it had palled. 
down one Dewan and pnt up another. 

Seeing hf)w opposition to Government P')'a the 
Euglieh knowing Editor, and how it hae made bim a 
power in the land, every vernacular editor haa tab~ 
tae one from him and has opened the campaign of 
opposition against Government. The pro06lli is 
simplicity itaalf. Accept nothiog done by the Go­
vernment as done either with a good intention or as 
likely to do good, oppose the Government in an Irish 
epirit and write alwaYB in the spirit of an "Agin 
Government man." ThiS policy in England would 
get. checked by another c[ass of papers but in India 
.he great thing to remember is. the same thing will 
'lotoocu; because the IndianPres8 haa already sncceed­
.. in creatinli[ a. taste fat" opposition-literature agaiDat 
tile Government, regardless of the merits of the 
opposition, and 80, the taste of the rea.ding pub~io 

wanta the sort of atufi on which it ha.s been feil. 
Till a healthy current of journalism is widely 
created, the people who differ from the Indian PrOM 
will have no organ of public opinion lIQited to their 
«JOlId and moderate view8 011 politi .. , IUld .. till then, 
~ OppoeitioD Pl'8I8 will go aD iaoNUing in pow., 
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fOJ: ba.olking the Government a.t every step. Till 
then <the real publio opinion of the educated Indian 
public will be snbmerged and silent, for want of a. 
voice. If they go tO,the A.nglo-Indian Press they are 
put down'lloS truckling to them. If they write to the 
lndian Press their opinions differlDg from those of 
the editor they either get badly clipped before being 
publiahed, 0; they are thrown into the wlldlte paper 
blloSkflt.. Contradictions to editorial attacks and opi­
niuns were at one timEl allowed to appear as a matter 
of bare courtesy to dissentients but now, the motto 
has come to be "the editor can do no wrong". 
"'fhere is no contradlCtmg him." We have thus 
come to suffer from editoru~l autocracy more than 
the Bo-called Bureaucracy. Pray remember the 
&htol'lal A.utocracy of the red-hot school of politics 
between whom and tq,6 Bl'Iti~h Government there is 
rewJly no love IOSL. The RadICals are playiug iuw 
the hands of thIS sectIOn of the press unconsciously. 

A.-Have you been connected With any press 
yourself? 

R.-Yes. I was for years the unpaid correspon­
deut of one paper at lea.st. That was when the paper 
had Ilomething like prinClple. There was then no 
Anti-BrItish feeling. 

A.-'Phs commercial spirit is the cause. It is 
invading everywhere. Even. in England the pretlli.iu 
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not what it should be. Bill; the pllblio are not, 1 think/_ 
as euily ta.ken in by the preas opinion8 as ' perbpa 
here. The preas is a great power wh4~ rightly uaedk 

bot if used to pllsh wrong ideas or olass interests or 
Anti-British feeling above all it is lion IIowful.si~uacion ­

be> be liure. 
R.-ThAt is where it is. Wh&wver a.ppears in 

print here, has a charm abouL it. Nobody know. 
how muoh of It has uot affeoted tue average man. It 
bas affected him in 9 out of J 0 oases more than it 
.hould have been. That 18 where the trouble comes. 
Indian rea.ders are 1.00 credulous. They are too tllnid 
towards the press. ThiS tendency has afftlCted the 
British public at home. Nobody know", how mnoh 
of the dIrt thl"OWn by the malevolent crltlos of the 
AntI-BrItish school, has stuck. I wish the British 
public would remember what ..,ord Morley 8110id in 
l~. ~sllold:-

SI If my eXistence eiLher offiCially or oorporu.lIy 
were prolonged 20 times longer than either of them is 
likely to be, 110 l'arhamentary ijystem in Iudla is not at 
all the goal to w hioh I would for one moment aspire." 

Nevertheless, let me hasten to make the admis­
sion that the Indian press had got on Its stajf men 
ber(jandthere whuwould dohoDour to,auy oouDtry in 
tee world for public ohlloraot.er of the highest type. 



CHAPTER m 

BRITISH AND NATIVE INDIA 

AND 

THE PHEaS AND CASTE SPIRIT. 

A.-BuT don't you think that the British Sp11'lt In 

British India is a powerlul antidote to party spirit 
and intrigue? And that in BI·itish India the Ilpirit 
of intrigue has not as much play a8 in the Native 
States? How do you compare British India with 
Native India? 

R.-Yes. 'l'he difference between British India 
and Native India is remarkable in several respeot!. 
That again is an int~resting study. The one poin~ 

wherein British India markedly differs fro~ Native 
India is the spirit of personal liberty and the spi~it of 
public critlCism. In British India everyone walk8 
with his head aloft, that is, wbat you have tallght 111 

to du, Lut in Native India, the attitude is bending 
down one's head. In British India we are oonscious 
of serving something impersonal, but in Native India 
what one hll.8 to serve is persons more and principlel 
1_. A lillian of the Royal lamily of Tra'f.tloore air! 
.. brilliant Muter of Arte preferred British eiIn'io8 



to hill own Travancore I8mae. A high Flngtilh;. 
Official was struck with the inoongruity ~nd .oa 
Hi, Higbnees the Ma.b&r&ja.b, in the pre,l8DC& ot .­
yon.ng ma.n, why he W&l\ allowed to seek British 
aerTioe. His Highne88 said "He does not care 101' 
IlS." The young man a.t once retroted, "No,· YOI1l' 

Highnees. here one ha.s to serve persons; there, ami 

has to lieI've principles. I prefer the latter to tIM 
former.". '1111" is British spirit. Another Prince of 
Travancore who also alas I is no more, used to 861 
,hat when he was in his own Sta.te he felt him­
.alf a prisoner, but when he trea.ied the British lOil, 
he felt himself a. freeman, In his own State there 
",808 not a. momeut when be W&8 free f('om the gue of 
obiel""Vers a.nd the a.ttention of flatterers, 80 htl made' 
it a point regularly to come to the British side for 
breathing the air of freedom., Would Englishmen 
believe ;t wh61l' I sa.y tha.t this Prince who W8I a 
Gradnate, a. high Free-Mason, sn accomplished singer, 
• good dancer. a hearty good fellow, in fact, all in all, ' 
one who wonld be the centre of English society 
fuand himself tyrannised by the peculiar customs of 
his oountry I! 

Bat in Native India the scope for Indian taleJlt 
~ administration is wider. The higbest officell are 
IjRaIJQed by the Indian8. The heads of department. 
fl'oal the Dewan downwarde are Indians and they are 



called upon to displ!if tbeir highest t&lent and eMrtrY 
and 'he far, it must be said to have proved & success; 
but it sbouhl not be forgotten that they owe it 
essentia.lly to the British spirit animating the 
administration 08 their model. They closely oopy 
the British system through chosen and competent 
Indians who have imbibed the British principles and 
who try to vie with all that is best in the British 
lIystem. Tha ideal is to adopt all that is good in the 
British system t@ the conditions of Native Statal! 
through the Indian machinery of administr&tion. 
There is said to be more freedom of initiative in 
Native India than in British India which is due to 
the comparative simplicity of the machinery and to 

the smallness of the area under administration. British 
India. is in its very nature and extent vastly more 
complex and compli~ted and the difference in area 
and popnlation is not to be lost sight of in in.stituting 
a c~mparis()n between the two l Division' for 
Division and Taluq for Taluq the work is more here. 
In Native India, the European element in administra­
tion is markedly less than in British J ndia and thia 
imparts to the administration its peculiar colour and 
character. The European element is uaturally 
the dominant feature in British India while in Native 
India the Indian element has the upper hand. Ea.eh 
hllB its own peculiar merits and drawbacks and we, 



.dn. tbeBritish' side. have got.for our m.odel ,be 
superior energy. system a.nd vigour of the Briti~ 60 
copy much more largely than there. .But it strikes 
one that. while British India. may adopt ud 
usimila.te from time to time whatever hu lIuited the 
Native States, the Indian genius and the Indian 
IIIIntiment. the Native States should never lose sight 
of the fact that mOre and m<Jre complete dissociation 
from nen the minimum of the British element. in 
administration will result in the weakening of tb.a.t. 
moral fibre and strength with which the Briti.b ill 
instinct, The proper combination in British India ... 
well as Native India. which may be described as the 
common basis at both, is the British plus the Indian 
working side by BIde in all that concerns the highest· 
well-being of both. I, for one, believe that any 
tendency to divoroe unduly an~ beyond certain limit!! 
the Bri~8h and Indian elements either here or there 
is likely to do in the long run more harm than good 
and to impair the general tone and etlicien-ty of' 
adloinistration. Apart from the position between 
the British and Indians as fulers and ruled, a.nd 
bearing in mind their essential cha.racteristics, they 
appeal to me more as complements indispensable to 
each other and not IiW:I combatllonts who should develop 
atlythiJ18 like a feeling of inoompatability between .em. There i. not only room but. there ia ol~ 

B 



neoelBity for the .best speoimeBs of the Britislt 
animating the admiJaistration till Indians oome np to 

their level. fl'he best W&y of curing au nuhe&lthy 
feeling of riv&lry and jealousy between the two 
oommunities is to look to inoreasing the stock of the 
best ih both and not pushing up the mediocres. For 
example, the decadence of the race of English 
Barristers in Madras is due doubtless to the ascen­
dancyof the VlI.kils of which they may feel proud, 
but I, for one, wish we had amidst us in the Bar, 
the great examples we used to have at one time of 
English Barristers for keeping up the high level and 
the great traditions of the English Bar. My ideal is 
a combination of brilliant English Ba.rristers working 
side by side with the Indian Vakils. In driving ont 
the English Barristers we have gained commercially, 
but we have lost mo~lly and intellectually. Let U8 

not forget the giants that once adorned the Bar from 
amonl: .the English ~arri8ters. A Sullivan who 
'made SIr Bashyam Alyangar, a John Bruoe Norton 
who pleaded warmly the canse of Indians, a Mayne 
whose Hindu Law is still our text book, are names 
for forensio eminenoe and legal acumen by the side of 
whom the best Vakils and Indian Ba.rristers may well 
take a. BubOl'dinate place. Even the lesser lights 
tha.t &dorned the Madras Bar la.tterly left a graN 

mlol'k for oha.racter and individu&lity whioh ware '. 



101l1'Cle of illspiration to their s'hrroundingL ,!hat 
is true of the Madras Bar is true all round. Like. 
wise one hears in Native States the names of British 
Oflicers of old whioh are a house-hold word to-d&y. 

As for the Press, we h1Lve been oompeUed to 
oreate the press law. The Mysore Press ~w ill a 
more stri1lgent measllre. It is impossible for the 
Englishm1Ln to live without his paper. Evening 
tea, newspaper and oigar are the tripod of his 
lIOOial life. The Englishman would 0.8 easily 
oommit suioide as kill the liberty of the press. But 
he finds the infant Indian press has oome to 
mistake its function. Therefore what he has been 
compelled to do muoh against his grain, is to control 
by legislation its thoughtless and undisoiplined 
excesses in order that the ignorant Indian public may 
not go off their Leads a8 they hllve already done. But 
in Native States the exit ot the Goddess of Liberty 
of sp·eeoh and thought evokes no tear. Her. are 
two extremes oontaining the problem. Is the press 
to be controlled or killed? In My sore, the feeling is 
that they are all to-day very much the poorer for 
wa.nt of a. free paper and so long as the pro88-la.w 
oontinnes uncha.nged, no paper worth the name, ca.D 
live. The a.lltbor of press legislation in Mysore, true 
to his liberal instinots feels that the time is oome for 
amending the preas-law and letting the newspaper_ 
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live.. Bnt the fear "88 ptlrhapB oome to invade 'he 
mind. of our M&bara.jahs a.nd uot unnatarally 
whether the· institution of a free press might DOt 

prove dangerous in the long run to their own power 
and p,restige. If the press exercises its funotions in 
India. in. 0. manner tending to upset the people's mind. 
a.nd produce a feeling of unrest and disaffeotion to 
tho Governmont, it beoomes 0. matter of the gl'aveat 
concern 80S to how to separate the healthy freedom of 
the press and let it live, taking care to curb its erratic 
tendencies. The problem apparently btrike8 the 
Indian ruling instinct a8 best 8~ITed by letting tbe 
press live only on stringent conditions. 

An English Civilian District Magistrate who was 
better known as an o.rcheulogist thau administrator 
once told me "I am glad I am not a Brahman; Life 
is spent in intrigue from morning to evening." It 
will take 0. long time before this tendeney di!:apptll!ol'& 

A.-How can yon be so hard against Bra.hminism? 
R.-How did Luther protest against Popedolllf 

That is exactly why I oppose false Brahmanism as 
aga.iust true Brahmanism. Go and ask anywhere 
about the general feeling of antagonism and oonftiotJ 
of interests between Brahmans and uon-brabmMlII, 
between Hindus and Mobemadans, Ot' between Brah­
mans and Nail'S, or again between HiDd~. All! 
Christiana, you will find tht the fight is beiw.eeIa 



OM against 0_ for office "and power. AmC)DJ 
.Bn.hunR111 themselvetl, tbe fight is betw68n the V.triQ':l1 
aeote. Have people in England any id'ea of thillf Do 
they know anything about the bitter feeling of 
resentment of TlOII-brahmans as a c1aas &gll-lnst B~· 
tn~nsf Do they realise the . intensity of ~~JI 
feeling among the Brahmans themselvetl! You will 
heu the murmur all over India, of the war between 
classes wherever you go. The weaker sect or elMS 
for the time being in point of power and influenoe 
(toes to the wall. The tendency of the stroDger claM 
or sect is consciou81y and even unoonsoiously to 
monopolise offioe and po\ver. We want the British 
to hold the balanoe evenly between us, though even 
they at times succumb to the combination a.nd power 
of a ciass. What can they do? They are but human. 
If one olaRa comes to hold fower and office very 
largely,.it can effectually keep down the other cla.IJsell 
in a thousand ways, and even the most lynx-eyed of 
British officers may be unable to cope with the situa­
tion. because wherever they turn round if they find 
·~he class influenoe of any Dna class preva.il by their 
Ullmhers, this class being most in touch with the 
GoV1lrnment oan easily ca.rry the da.y with the 
Government and become virtually tbe ruling power. 
The ~v«nment must consult those nearest them 
_ if one 01as8 happen8 to be nearer than 
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tbe rest, that cl.... bas tbe ear of the Govern­
ment and eaaily wins in preference to tbe res~. 

The other classes go to the wall. This is India. Am I 
not right? Am I drawing ODe bit upon my imagin .... 
tion! No, Sir, no. The strongest working feeling in 
India'is "Our class", verllUI "Your class". 'PJy 

nation is tWWhere. The cZMS is everywMre. The 
wail of the weak is "my class is gone to the bottom. 
That class is in the zenith of its' power. If only I 
had beloDl!'ed to that class, I should have been better 
off". A balancing of power between the clas868 as 
far as possible and consistently with efficiency ill 
absolutely necessary. otherwise it becomes a wroDg 
to the weaker and may provo a danger to the 
administrat.ion. It becomes positive injustice to the 
men of the ch~ijses out of power and the British must 
come to the raBcue. liBut the combination proves at 
times, I\i I said already, too strong even ..for the 
British which shows that the British Government 
must never yield to clamour or prejudice of claBS 
~ainst class, howeyer clevflrly the game might be 
played. The glory of the British administration liea 
in this that the weaker a.lways seeks its protection 
and what is more, it gets it. The chr0U8 of the W~ 
c/.auu u U Where would a.1l of 'U8 be btd for th. B"tiMf 
The a1V1L'er U "Nowhere." 

Even to this day, it ia only barely true 
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thatth8 true a.n~generou8 friend of merit, beJi U!. 
the lowest of, the low or the highest of the bigh, is ~. 
British. It is to them the eye of the oolulWy looks 
witb confidence .. It is again true that every Indian 
of position or enimence owes it to the firm gnp apd 
frank appreciasion of the British. Now before the 
people can share powe"r with the Government, they 
mnst show that they can hold the balance evenly bet­
ween the va.rious classes. 

Till DOW, the advance we have made in the right 
direction in these respects, though considerable, is 
yet but a drop not in the bucket as Mr. Ramsay 
Ma.cdonald would say, but a drop in the ocean. Till 
now we have been in the region of mere theories and 
idea.s about the higher life. Mere theories and idea.s' 
do not help us much. And in India it i~ well to 
remember that what has to be changed i8 not mer~y 
a detail here and there, but it is the customary. 

~ • CJrr 
centres of social life that have to be changed. It IS 

the customary pivots of social existence that have to 
be shifted. Social and religious ideas of ages 8.nd 
centnries need cha.nging, but till then the higher life 
is in tall hope, in the air, but it is not yet in ~he life. 
YOIl should not therfore be surprised if I tell vou 
tbet the struggle till then will be between the life we 
.rEliving and the life we are aiming at. Till tben 
... shan be talking the higher life. hilt we shan be 
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livii'g the lower. We shall het' wishing for the 
broader life, but we shall be constantly pulled do~n 
by our surroondings and be conlient to live in them 
for the sake of peace. '!'here is not an Englishman 
in India who does not know this. There is not an 
Indian who does not feel it. The spirit of schism 
which we still possess in abundance cannot be wiped 
out in a day by mere pl!Jlitical institutions sprung 
opon us. As Mr. Justice Remade, one of the greatut 
of leaders of Indian Reform thought used to f1(I,y it i8 
not the privileges which others give us that will aava 
India. It is the de(;elopment of our ow'/!, life a1id. 
living in the right direction that is going to be thB 
Saviour. Indll~n public hfe will be till tb.~n, one-sided 

eand defective. The life withm us, Indians, the 
life of our very homes, in short, our domestic a.nd 
s~ial life hw,s to be the st'trting point of the great 
reformation th",t is to save India. Till tb.at is done, 
we a~e getting to tell you the tl'uth, disgusted With 
ourselves, dospairing about our future and making 
confessions to eaoh other. The oonfession is now 
running round every onB that, aflier all, we are not 
facing our real problem in a proper spirit. 'I~e eon­
fellllion is also going round that Lord Morle]', 
Reform Scheme hllo8 only put ns on a severe tria.t and' 
that if we do not begin the wider life now at 1eMf;, 
\here is no hope. 



THE HIGHER LIFE OF INDIA 

AND 

THE Ml1l8ION 0' EVQI.AND. 

A.-WHAT do you mea.n when you say the wide~ 
Hfe has not yet oome to India. ? 

R-I mean that, while Indian intelleot has been 
roused under the magic wand of English edUCAtion, 
the broken fragments of real Indian life, real Indian 
wisdom, real ~j8..,..-art and. and above all, real 
Indian chli.racter, have yet to b-' 1I1cked up and woven 
fresh into the life of tbenation. The Indian political 
vicissitudes of ages bave, among other things, 
broken the Indian character as well. It is tdJe 
oharacter building that is the immediate problem 
before Indians. ' Q{!f# 

[ A.-Has not that begun? 
R.-Hardly yet, I am afraid, in anything like 

,an earnest spirit even by the buIlt of those who see 
olearly the need for it. It has not taken hold of the 
general mind though there is jum at present a wi3e 

10 
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ysa:rning after it. 
A.-But don't you ~in1c that a bit of the ~ 

YOD wttnt· has come to Bengal and also to Bomba;.' 
though perhaps Madras is stilllsgging, beca.se of tlut 
numerODS sects and sub-sects into which Madru i. 
divided. J am afraid you are taking Madraa aa .. 
standard while it is perhaps the least advanced in 
the essentials of the great reformation you seek. 

R.-There is considerable trnth in what you say. 
Bengal stands first in intellect. Bombay is perhaps, 
gonn second, and Madras is modest third. But all of 
us share the national defect of being more sentiment­
al and less practical, and more critical than construc­
tive. Besides, all of us have taken hold of the 
wrong end of the stick instead of the right one, and 
that is the cause 0; ,~f~ our trLlUb'I\i. · .... !i'ill ~e give up 
the wrong end and r~Ke hold of thylght end, I am 
afraid the fut'ue of India will 'be enveloped in 
darkness though flashes of light may appear and 
di'l,appear. 

A,-What do you consider the right end and 
what do you call the wrong end? 

R.-The right end is social and religious ~or­
mation on lines of ancient Indian wisdom under the 
-eritish overlordsh ip, on the basis of true Imperia.lism, 
while the wrong end is mere political a.dvancl on 
d~mocratic lines without social reformation and with 
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anti·British feelings leading to politioal an&rqbiam. 
'1'0 take the exa.~ple of Japan which , is ,so near 1lIi: 

if only Japan, like India, had Iltock to her old and 
narrow ways of life and living and had developlld 
anti-British feelings, she would by this time have had 
to capitulate before the west. ,JlIopan took the right 
end of the stick and built herself up on the basis of 
internal reforlO and oomplete devotion to all that is 
best in the western civilisation. If India should 
adopt to-morrow the same track the first thing to do 
ill to give np' polItical anarchism and anti-British 
feelings and begJD BOClal and religIons reformation 
on the basIS of fellowshIp between Bngland and 
India. 

Were proof wanted of the need for socilloiliond' 
!'eliglOus reformation, you have It in the following 
figures given by Mou, Uhallley ;-

"As regards child marriage, the statistics are, 
litupefymg. In India the 11101 census Sllow6d 
121, 500 married boys a.nd 243, 500 IOllorried girl: 
whose age wa.s under 5j between the ages of :> Ilond 
10 the figures are 760,000 and 2,030,000 respectivc;lly; 
betwOOoQ 10 and 15, ~,5~,OOO and 6,.,)85,000. Fur­
ther there were no less than 1,277,000 widowed per­
sons nnder 20, of whom 914,000 were femBoles. 01 
th.\ll>e, 6000 Widowers and 96,000 widowli were leu 

than 5 yl:lal'8 of age; 87,000 widolters u.nd geOOO, 
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widows between 5 and 10; and 113,000 widowers, 
and 296,000 widows, between 10 and 15' These 
figures testify to the result of infant marriages, one 
of the parties to which has died, coupled with the 
s.lmost general forblddal of the remarriage of widows 
in the higher ca.stes. A little girl married, or to 
spes.k more accurately betrothed, at 4 or 5 may 
become a widow at 6 and must remain so all her 
life." 

No wonder the confession is going round the 
mouth of every Indul.n, including even the anarchist 
that India cannot do Without England for a da.y and 
for 110 long come to tIme. The confession is also going 
round that we are yet nowhere compared with 
i!:ngland as a nation, 111 arts a.nd mdustries, in 
conunerce a.nd charater, in the developmeut of econo­
:nip resourc!~s and ill the Splrlt of ellterprise, and that 
we must learn patulDtl y all that the Western World 
has yeL to teach us. 

'1'0 quote the French author M. G. Ainslie Height 
onoe more, this is what he says about SOCial Reform 
comlnentmg on a set of speeches and writings, I ha.d 
Bent him on the subject. He says, :-

"It is most gratifying to me to know that a Native 
of India is working so strenuollsly on lines very 
similar to my own. Indians ha.ve my ws.rmes5 sy""· 
pathv especially' n the mllotter of child marria.ges. 
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Yonr cause is oertain to triumph in the end, thollgh 
it may not be 'n onr life time., When the • more 
enlightened hea.ds a.mongst a. people begin to l'~ 
a.s you 03.0 and others of your countrymen, what posi­
tion women may and ought to hold and tow groat ma.y 
be her power, the 6110. cannot be uonbeful. lufa~lt 

marriages are not enjoined by the Shastrl!.l! II.S you 
point out, nor are re-marl'lages of widows prohibited. 
In that fact lies your strength against all opposition 
on rehgious grounds, rather than III a dootrine of 
fteedom which IS at the best a mystery." 'rhat M. 
G. A. Height is not one of those EUfopeand who 
merely find fault with OUI' CUrltOlll1i and look down on 
us as an inferior race of men but that he has a pro­
found admiration for the au()ient philosophy of Indill' 
and love for the Indu~n~ wuuld appear from the 
following part of his lett(J!". He says, "1 do lilot 
hesitate to put the Vedanta Philosophy ou a level 
with or eTen above the highest thought of fturope' 
not excepting Plato, aud Kant as regards Metaphysit' 
though theae have the advantage of literary .stylo 
and more luminouB working out. Particul",rly 1 have 
been s~",uck by the close affinity between the thought 
of the 'Upa.nishads a.nd our Christilmity. This ma.y 
not lIeOm ole&r to you if you judge of Christianity 
eit;Ju:lr by wha.t you see of it in its modern form or by 
wh8.t you have read. of the history.of oounoils*etc. 
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But i,t came home to me when 1 was in Rome last 
winter and saw something of the' early Christian 
church, that is during the first three centuries of its 
existence, when its thought began to find utterances 
before it becamp. corrupted by politics. I Bee you 
quote Bdocon, Milt, Spencer etc. Nothing can be 
farther from me than to wish to belittle these great ~ 
men or the noble work to which they have devoted 
their lives. It was much needed and was well-done. 
Still there are some of us who begin to think that 
perhaps they may have carried us too far with their 
rationalist ideas of Liberty, 1!lquality etc .......... ~ ... . 
I do not think that theories and formulas 
will,help us much. The practical difficulty that in 
snatchmg at hbel·ty, you only escape from one bond­
age to another remains. But It will come of itself 
in,so far as a people is fitted to receive It. For the 
present our first duty IS to guard the Integl'lty of our 
.~ic~ed wl'ltings, a duty whICh has been sadly neglec­
ttld both III Europe and III Iudia, where they have 
been 50 tampered With by prie~t5 and politlCians that 
it IS difficult to dlstmguish the divine trom the human . 
........... ....... .. Have you over read Schoperhauer? 
H~ is well worthy of study by brahmaus, and is toler­
ably translated into English. He has certainly with­
out comparison the greatest philosophica.l mind of 
the last century, .... but is unpopula.r especially at the 
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Universities partly beoause of his very aggTeslilve 
style, partly because his thought is too "high 
for most men. He takes his starting point from the 
same ideas as the Upanishads which were, I am told, 
always open in his room, at a time whlin few people 
in Europe even knew their name. Ris thought is 
entirely Indian, but developed in hltrmony with the 
logic and science of our time ....................... I wish 
you good-bye and God-speed in the work which you 
are doing for your fellow countrymen." 

A.-Supposing Indian social and religious refor­
mation on the lines you indicate either cannot come 
at all or does not come for an indefinitely long time 
do you mean to say that no popular form of govern­
ment should till then come to India? What is the, 
form of government you would propose for India aR 
best suited to it, till India becomes fit for some form 
of self-government, say, lik~ the self-governl!:!g 
colonies? 

R.-It is impossible to lay down the limits of, 

time up to which a particular form of government 
should continue and when another form should come 
in. It is a question of constitutional growth. Eng­
land h~~ pushed her own liberal form of government 
in British India not merely in advance of the condi­
tio~ of the people, but also in opposition to the 
genius of the country. However, it is worth twing 
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a great experiment as to how the Indian genius is 
going to deal with it. Whether it n going to assimi­
late it and make it a part of herself will depend as I 
have hElen telling you, very largely indeed o~ the 
upbuilding of her Bocial efficiency. If she does not 
care to effect it, India will have nothing to complain 
against England. But if British India does assimilate 
a popular form of government by developing the 
l'e(iUI~ih, social efficiency, the NatIve States may have 
to follow suit and adopt, in COUfse of time, something 
like the form of government in British India. But 
if British India means to preserve the main lines of 
her ancient form of government without caring for a 
Pariliamentary form, the best proof she could afford 
.of this tendElncy on her part, would be to continue as 
she has been doing all along, to turn a deaf ear to the 
call of social and religious reformation and stick to her 
pOlitical outcry merely as a temporary make-shift. 
In~a f'lt pr(;sent, does not know her own mind. But 
t~ere are not indications wanting, as I have been urging 
all along, that her own genius and traditions are ra­
ther fOl a limited monarchy than for a self-governing 
colony. A limited monarchy is quite in keeping witb 
the spirit and genius of India. It is to that ~il chan­
ges and struggles, sOOlal, political and religious are, in 
all probability, veerlUg round to-day in India. If so. 
ia it<.,ot hest to ~velop tbat form for wbicb India is 
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mOlit fitted and which she most desires instead of em· 
barking her on ttte unknown deep of a form of g~vem. 
ment which even if it Buooe8ds to a certain extent 
under British guidance and control, is not likely to 
strike anything like deep roots in the ",oil. 1£ so, 
would not the experiment be a sheer waste of euergy? 
Would it not be even perilous as could be seen from 
the course of events? It appears ~o me that trying 
the experiment of domocracy in India of continental 
vastness and countless millions is like breaking the 
embankments of a mighty reservoir and letting the 
floods loese. The greatest calamity that may befall 
India is mob-rule in any form or shape. There are 
clear indications on the horizon already, that the 
worst tendencies of mob-rule are taking forms and 
shapes and you may at once see, what course they 
will run, if unchecked. We know from the history 
of the west somethmg of the terrors of mob-rule :nd 
the devastations it WIll cause. Before it gets~1ft of 
hand it will' be wise on the pa.rt of En~laod' 
to quickly adapt herself to the Iridian genius and 
adopt at once those principles which would define 
and work the limited form of monarchy under which 
British -rule in India would become the best form of 
India.n governlllent, iustea.d of becoming as it bas 801-
rea~ begun to be, a doubtful democratic experiment 
at tremendous cost. Under the c¥tB-civiliaa."1l of 

11 



82 

In~ the millions of India kave been a~d to 
maintain a sense of mutual depe:&dence, stability; 
law-abidingness and order which dippensed with the 
police as well as militia.. Now all tha.t is changing. 
The end of,.all government should be to secnre peace 
and order not at a maximum but at a minimnm cost, 
not at the maximum of physical and minimum of 
moral force, but rather at the maximllm of moral and 
minimnm of physical force. It is this system India. 
has been aocustomed to. And caste, despite all its 
defects as seen to-day, has succeeded in seouring 
obedience to la.w and authority on the basis of the 
moral force more tha.n on that of the physioa.l foroe. 
The grea.t problem is how to minimise or wipe out 
the objectionable and unprogressive features of caste 
without doing away with the great conservatism for 
gopd, underlying it. 1£ Engla.nd would really adopt 
this course, It should be no doubt on Indian lines C)f 
all "that is best in the ancient Indian polity and not 
&B slje is doing DOW, purely on western lines. Snppo­
Sing England were to rule India on the ancient Indi. 
an model, there would be at once a great and cheer­
fnl response from the people and it wonld .. , a.t on~ 
disllorm even the most fieroe and reokless opponents of 
the British government, who haTe now taken to the 
game of allarchism whioh was unknown to IndJtJ1)tO 
ageknd oentur~B. even of the worst miarule. 
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A, • ..:...The question is how to affect tha ~ 
lOU talk about. 

B.-It is ~mple once you imbiW thellpjrit ,~ 
tM Indian genius of government. The, ~tral 
principle is to lOQk upon the people just aa all Indiau 
monarch with his Indian oounoil would lool1 iDpoD 

India and Indian interests. It would put an ,end t(I 

OQnffict of Indian interests, with o~her int.&reatll, be 
they oommeroial or political, and the Indian interellts 
will come to weigh with the Government not merely 
as the first and foremost, but as the only one which 
the Government of India would be called upon to 
defend. That is the true Indian spirit of Indian 
polity. There would then be the Indian genills of 
government working through British overlordship. 
There would at once be not only a coalition of feeling 
between the Government and the people but a ooali­
tion of interests, as well, and England which t. 
already done so much to uplift India would ltetbmt' 
in the eye of tHe people in no way dil'ferentfrolii h .. 
own native government. What England is-now 
doing towards India, is the highest example of jllStioe 
and fairplay of one nation ruling over a~otber. But 
,the 8ys&m I have before me is one under whioh th~' 
is a. coalition of feeling between India. and England 
.... a cotnposite whole. India.ns and Englishmen 
wouTd at once have to throw off thei' differooOfll,.na 



opposing currents of thought and feeling, racial, 
nll>tio~lI>l or re\lgiouB, a.nd would CO!lli!l to feel that the 
ideal to be evolved is not merely a westernised form 
of eastern government or II> dead unprogressive f<H'Ql 
of the eastern monarchy, but a combination of the 
energy of the west with the wisdom of the east. This 
is given only to the British genius to evolve and tha.t 
appoars to my mind the great solution in which the 
best thoughts of England will permeate the best 
thoughts of India and produce a result which would 
be the crown and glOry of the British rule. 

A.-Can you describe to me that political millen­
nium? It seems to me more imaginary than real. 
Can you perceive it yourself? 

R.-Being a state of things which has yet to be 
realised in the world, it naturally strikes you as 
nothing more than a dream. But you must know 
th'at the British Government in India as it is, is itself 
ontl'oo those m&rvels which if prophets had foretold, 
li.one would have believed. 'l'herefore our inability 
to perceive a stA.te of things, infinitely better than the 
present is no valid argument against it. We can all 
bnt dimly rflalise it in our imagination, provided we 
bear in mind the essential points of the genius of: 
lllngland and the genius 6£ India, and know how to 
wea.ve the one into the other . 

. v...-I a.m a$ol'aid it is more easily said than done' 
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How would you satisfy the thouaa.nd poillts of conHioti 
between the East a.nd West and between the in'niete 
of England and India! There is no hiding the fact 
that when one country rnles over another there MIl 

certain difficulties and inconveniences incidental lK> it, 
which are absent from a free and sel£.gove1'lling~01In­
try. You cannot by any means remOTe these ineiden. 
of a foreign Government. Secondly, it must not be 
forgotten that the Government of every country in 
the world, be it foreign or native, must depend upon 
the strength of arms in the ultimate analysis. Yonr 
own Sanskrit saying, yon have forgotten. It says 
"Balo Raja Prithivi". 

The world belongs to the strongest. In pre­
British days, India was a prey to rival claiman~s for 
auprema.cy and what decided the victory was not 
who was the most just or the most intelligent and 
capable of the claimants but merQly who proved "the 
strongest in the field. You know in ancient ia1s in 
India when tfJe system of Aswameda Yaga. Will! -prevalent, wal' was waged for no reason at all, except 
to prove who was the strongest. A horse was let. loose 
with a motto on a plate, tied' to its foreh~ a.nd who­
ever ve!tnred to catch the horse and keep it, had 
either to fight a.nd win, ~l' Burrender and lose. So 
did Arjuna fight his battles~ Tha.t is the true spirit 
of Kuha.tlriy&. But now 'the \pint if the WOTJ~ has 


