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80 far changed, that though arms and armamenta
are l;aing looked after and increased, the tendency
to war and blood-shed is distinctly on the wane. The
world spirit is itself stepping from one ideal into
another. The end of war is after all peace. But the
end of peace should not be again war. It must be
gomething else.

R.—It is quite & surprise to me to hear you pro-
pound the Indian ideas. It is wonderful how when
we Indians are trying to grasp the Western ideals,
Woesterns like you are trying to grasp the Indian.
And the salvation of India, and I may say of the
world itself, rests in unifying these two classes; of
Indians who represent the best of western thought and
culture, and of Englishmen who represent the best of
Indian thought and culture aud making them the
instruments for working the future of the Brifish
Empire. These are to be the builders of the future.
Thérest may be left out of consideration.

« A —That again is a dream. I was going to tell
you.that thongh the world spirit is now more for
peace than war, the world has not yet become so
unselfish as;vou and I may desire. Where national
interests clash, there the weaker goes to the wall.
Eogland is in India by tight of conquest jost like
any other conquering Aynasty or race before the
Britigh rule. Tgey continued to hold the reins of
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government as long as they counld; that ig sxactly
the way you showld expect England also to go on.
England will hold India as long sa it tould. This is
however nob inconsistent with the British prinociple
s0 beautifully expressed in the Queen’s Proclamation
about England’s mission in India. It is necessary to
hold the country if you would do your mission by
the people entrusted to your care.

R.—Pray dou’t forgetthe part Indians and Indian
troops played in the Mutiny., JI¢ s mors glorious to
England to say that it holds India not merely by the
sword but by the devotdon of the people as well fo
England, That 4 the truth. I quite agree with
you that England must hold Indis for fulfilling her
mission. 1t is well that the unfriends of British
Government both here and in England just realise how
well and nobly on the whole England has done by India
from the day of the great Proclamation up to dete.
Let me make a rapid review. You know howe sdter
the mutiny, thd great question was as to what the
motive power of British rule in India should” be.
Wag it to be merely to rule India as long as pgasibler
keeping the-people under the thumb, orgwas it to be
to raise Yndia to the level of & self-goveétning country
in due course? There were two schools of men, as
usugl,_on soch oceasions. memory of the matiny
kad made things sofficiently bittey for the ngsrow
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school who believed that the policy should be either
one of retrogression or standstill, bvt the other school
representing the broader view and the wider outlook
voted against the parrow school, and then did British
genius speak out the policy to be pursued. The narrow
school cried out, “India for England,” <India for
the East India Company®, but those who locked far-
ther ahead said, “India for India”.

Sir William Jones said “the principal object of
every Government is the happiness of the governed.”

8ir Thomas Munro was equally emphatic in his
opinion.

Lord Metcalfe said “‘if the spread of knowledge
may eventually be fatal to our rule in lndia, I close
on that pomnt and mantain that whatever may be
the consequence, it 18 our duty to communicate the
bq’neﬁm of knowledge! If India could only be
preserved as a part of the British Empire by keeping
it ‘inlabitants 1o a state of ignorance, oar demina-
tiog, would be a curse to the country and ought. to
cease. But 1 see more ground for just apprehension
ifs .goovance itself. I look to the increase of know-
ledge, wit® = hope that it may strengtheu vur empire;
thet 1t may remove prejudices; soften sapafities and
substitute a rational conviction of the beuefits of our
Government, that may4nite the people and thgir ru-
lerd:n sympath(, and tha the differences which sepa-
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rate them may be gradually lessened and ultimpbely
sunihilated, WDMatever, however, be the will of
Almighty Providence, respecting the fnture Govern-
ment of India, it is clearly onr duty, a8 long aa the
charge be confided to our hands, to execute the trust
to the best of oar ability for the good of the people.
The promotion of knowledge is manifestly an essen-
tial part of that daty”. S8ir Charlee Trevelyan
said “I conceive bthat in determining upon s line of
policy, we must look to the probable eventnalities.
‘We must have presented to our minds what will be
the result of each line of policy. Now, my belief is,
that the ultimate result of the policy of improving
and edocating India will be to postpone the
separation for a long indefinite period and that when
it does come, it will take place under circumstances
very. happy for both parties.”

Mr. Halliday, the Governor of Bengal, said “I
go the full length of saying that I belie®e® our
misgion in India is to qualify them for goveppidg
themselves: I“say also that the measures of the
“Gesernment for a number of years past hgar=5e60
adriaad&‘ﬁreotod to so qualifying #¥m withont
the slightest reference to any remote consequences
upon our administration.”"

~Bhe Duke of Argyll epgaking in the House of
Lords in February 1857 smid, “®ur Empire will

12
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neveg cease until one of two events happened,—either
until we had declined from the vflour and virtue
of those who founded that Empire or else,—and
might God speed the time,~we should have raised
the people of India more nearly to a level with our-
selves.” This was received with cheers in the
House.

The Duke of Argyll has put the thing in a nut-
shall. The British Ewpire must last till one of two
things happens. Till there is a decline in the
valour and virtue of the British or till India has
risen to & level with the rulers as a capable self-
governing nation. That the great ideal set before
themselves in the Government of India 50 years ago
has been steadily carried out and that on the whole
the British Valour and Virtue has been holding sway
thm-ough thick and thin, 18 undeniable. That the
Indians as & Nation are yet far from fitness for self-
govértment is equally undeniable. That the mission
of Hpgland in India has been so far one of steady
fulfilmeunt notwithstanding the defects or deficiencies
imevaale in 8 huge Government is pat-eut. Were
the m:amoth.-f Eugland not so, and were the ideal
of Government in India essentially one of narrow
selfishness instead of beifig one of large-hearted
progressiveness, we shofld not to-day witnesw=the
enlarfement of the legislative councils, Indian mem-
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bers of Parliament, Indiau members of the executive
oouncils, Indiay members in the Secretary of
State’s Council, Indian justices of the High Court,
eminent Indian educationists, Indiam Dewans of
Native States, in short, a growing India in all
directions. We should not witness to-day an Indian
Mr. Bose, in the field of western science. Thus
England’s mission was mnot only declared long
ago, but it has been carried out so as to result on the
whole in efficient administration, spread of education,
advance of educated Indians, and advance of a popu-
lar form of government on western lines.

What has to be done is to carry out the mission
still further with undaunted courage and unlimited
sympathy once more That Indians atter 50 years
of unceasing progress are yet far from becoming a
nation, is at once a guarantee and necessity for
British rule in India for & long time to come dufing
which India has to fit herself for taking hereplace
among the ndtions of the world. This can be dans.
by the Indians only under British aver-lordsh‘i‘f:: ‘and

nidance.

Lor@~e=ley’s scheme would have becx impossible
even &Y an experiment, had the gﬁa%_nd not been
steadily prepared for it by the rulerg and statesmen
who_preceded it and wkY, are to-day working it
loyally and generously. It@is therefore abgyrd to
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c'hm‘mt.anm Lord Morley's reform as if it werea
pohhcsl cataclysm brought about by the bowb snd
pistol outrages of the anarchist, while it is really &
constitutional reform in the light of Tndian history.
1t is nothing more than yet another step in the fulfil-
ment of England’s mission in India expressed in un-
mistakesble terms by the greatest of England’s
statesmen 50 years ago and which has been given
effect to all through, by those who have had the
actual administration in their hands.

The spirit of Indian political unity which is
now in the air is exotic. It is entirely western. It
is due in the main to the British genius and to the
system of British Government, Few people realise
how tremendous has been the force of unification
under British rule. The Anglo-Indian codes, the
British system of Administration of justice, the
Eddeational system, and the commercial spirit of the
day,s¥ these and a thonsand such influences have
bean making for unity in India nnder Britisk rule
without which they would vanish this moment into
‘B, If thero is one thing more than another
which is (;ﬂh-ing resistance to this grectramfying.
tendency of Brr lish rale, it is not the British wovern-
ment but it is the internal gondition of India itself.
One point in the Budget Lpeech of Mr. Montaguye in
the Heuse of Commons;! which must be laid to heart
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by every Indian is his frank sallusion to the .

soial problem., While this confession “of Mr.
Mentague is very refreshing, the pity of it is that he
did not follow it to its logioal comsequences, but we
should feel thankful to Mr. Montague for having
hoisted the danger-signal in Indian politics. No
Indian of any position or prominence who wants to
take the lead in politics should be allowed a place in
publie opinion, if he does not give us his practical
programme for the social upbuilding of India; and
those Indians who are really hostile in spirit to
social elevation while crying for the political should
be relegated to a safe corner.

A.—Yes: that is the correct view of the situation
on the whole. Baut in that case, how do yon account
for the faot that the words of Lord Metcalfe are being
falsified ? Whereas Lord Meteaffe expected as the
result of English education the strengthening of the
bonds of the Empire and a Union of the peopler~rith
the rulefs, in “sympathy, there is to-day more of
cleavage between the two, and we are pnusiné to-
dag through & period of unrest and discontent,, ¥sn-
then do Pt =ucount for the seditious t= uoles and
seditious®utrages ? After all, we wantdd to bring
Englend and India closen, together and while we
have been doing all we conliin that direction, we
find to-day the prospect of un®y bejween England
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nﬁ(r\hgia. becoming more distant than ever‘and the
breach appears to be becoming widgr. This is surely
the unexpected happening and great hopes are gett-
ing wrecked and the saying ‘‘East is East and West
is West” is becoming more true; and the two do
not seem to meet but it looks as if they would rather
be where they were.

R.—Tt does look 8o just now when the clonds
arc passing over us. But the saying of Rudyard
Kipling about Fast and West is but a half truth
which must give way to the fuller truth that tha
East and West are after all to be knit together, and
the present struggle itself appears to indicate that
the need for the unity is only sll the more, while it is
expressing itself in the way of a storm before & calm.
It only means that the wholesome forces of the East
and the wholesome forces of the west must join hands.
THere must be great travail before a mighty birth.
It onld not do for us to lose heart or to grow
wessimistic. The very fact that a sedrion of Indians
have come to believe that India is already fit for
Ryg¥iemavernment is perhaps in one sense the greatest.
complim@tto British rule in India. te.5bans thay
under it peopie have not only become conscions of
themselves but even over-conscious. This is the
enthusiasm of the groyfhg childhood of India under
British guidand,




CHAPTER V.

SEDITION.

A.—You asked me how I would account for the
geditions troubles through which the country is pass-
ing. This is the great point for India and England to
disouss calmly and dispassionately. This is the crisis
we have to face.

R.—Before the bomb, the keenest observers and
thinkers both 1n India and v England assigned one
meaning to it but after the bomb they have to assign
another meaning. We have to read it in the light of
facts. Before the bomb cutrages, the cause of sedition
was largely belhieved to be indifference on the pagt of
the rulers to tfe clgjms of India for constitutipnal
reform. But after the Reform Scheme of Lord Mot'l.ey,‘
_g_e:i;hon has not stopped. The inference ik <tham
consui.~*inngl reform and sedition have nothing to,Adp
with bach other. Anarchy and seditig ~ things
let me say, of the West. It appae‘i-é to me that i}
cam® from the West and«th nursery ground is still in
the West and its ideas "nnd literature are bearing
down from the West. Its w?orkingﬁaeni.rel are in the
West even more than in Indis. It is tix idea of jur*
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& few who have wrongly persng/led themselves that
British connection must cease if India is to progress,
and as British connection cannot be gevered in an
open fight, the spirit of sedition has taken to the
cruel pastime of bomb and blood-shed. This spirit is
not of the country. It has no place in the average
Indian mind. It has not touched the Indian people.
It is & political epidemic; it is really & sort of plague.
While therefore it deserves to be studied and put
down, it is no index of the mind of the country to-
wards British rule, This must be grasped in England.
If England should attach to it anything like political
meaning or significance and mistake it as indicating
the high water-mark of Indian discontent againat
British rule, it is a huge blunder. And if any polioy
is to be enunciated in the British Parliament out of
tucit deference to 1t, it will only wultiply the seditiouns
troubles instead of putting them dowr  Sedition has
been misread in England, and England has therefore
vsped till now the right method of solving it.
A.—How did you read the unrest befora-
boww suavpewW do you read it after the bo‘ﬁﬁr
R.—Ah, ting s exactly the question. People in
India and in England who were anxious to get at
the true cause of unrest bqﬂ%ﬁ'ﬁ the bomb ascribed the
unrest mainly to three caitses. (1) The progressive
apirit whick:showed itself in the spirit of discontent,
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with the existing state of things and “the

& heslthy change all ronnd, slthough thoughtful
minds apprehenddd that there was a misdirection of
our energies in devoting them so exclusively tu the
political and go little comparatively to the social and
religions side. (2) To the policy of Government in
insugurating the spirit of a popular franchise with-
out giving it a proper framework .to work in and
(8) To the despair caused by this policy. Bo, every
one thought that the moment something was done to
meet the public demand for & constitntional change
in Government the spirit of sedition would disappear.
But it was soon clear that the seditious school did
not care for constitutional reform. 1t spoke its aim
and purpose through its own ways and acte. Its aim
was the overthrow of the British Government by
pure physical force, simply becanse it did not like
the foreign rule. It proceeds upon extremely pldusi-
ble half truths apd generalisations which would #2ke
in any one but the most wary in the West or East,
1t asserts that one’s own Government must be bétter
than & foreign Government and that ongo own
governiinct«m spite of its defects, is Yetter than
foreign @overnment with all its excel¥nce. Though
this iden is shown to be far\faom the trath by the
entire ocurse of the history of Brif.iah rule, in India,
still it has become to-day a grest sentiment to ognjure -
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with the existing state of things and “the
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witsy, gepecially by a sentimental people like Indians,
They are shown only the defects, incidental to a
foreign role and that too suﬂicienz‘y magnified and
painted black. Even some of the cleverest men
holding positions of trust and confidence under
British Government have been taken in by this
specious assertion, Half truths are st times more
dangerous than wholesale falsehoods. That a foreign
Government however good, must be worse than one’s
own government however weak and inefficient is as
troe as saying that one’s own disease is more health-
giving than foreign medicine. There is a wise Indian
moral which is quite illustrative of the point. It
says ‘“Don’t believe whatever is yours, to be really
your friend, beceuse the disease of your own body
may prove fatal to yon. Whereas the drug from the
far-off mountain may ecure you. There might be
people who are like this foreign drug.” This simile
is very apt in its application to British rule in India.
-When the Indian body, social and political, became
too weak and diseased interually, to cohere together
and peew in efficiency it was the foreign element
from the tar-off isle thut has so far proved a great
healer. But it must be , remembered that” there is
something in the word j‘foreign” which lends itself
easily to the genpration of any amount of sentiment
aguinst British rule without facts and figares. I know
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of no foreign government in the world or hjghr

which has done pn the whole more fairly~dnd justly
by the people th¥a Great Britain has done by India.
Faults there have been and faults there are both in
policy and in administration but the question is
what is the standard by which the British Govern-
ment should be judged. ls the standard to be a
practical and sensible one or a mere Utopian one
which obtains nowhere in the world? Here is &
foreign government coming to rule over millions who
even to-day cannot hold themselves together for self-
government or we may say without going as far as
self-government, that they cannot hold themselves
together yet for a great many purposes of social effi-
ciency and social organisation. The social and politi-
cal virtnes are just dawning upon the country &s a
direct consequence of the spirit of the British
ascendency and western civilisation. The reasof is
simply that natignal virtues take time in the builéng.
Every Indian working any institution in India fog
the betterment of the country feels that these virtues
are difficult of development in the people at large,
and tike a=long time. Surely the Bricwh are not
responsidle for these internal weaknes®s of ours which
are siill with ue whatever ekan they might be responsi-
ble for.™ There are & thonsand thiggs open to us in
public life to effect and yet it & nothing but ogr own
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innagq weakness that prevents our working on right
lines, There is something in us making for lack of
sustained energy, continuity of pyrpose, lack of ini-
tiative, courage and enterprise and above all, the
character, individual and social, which takes long
periode in the evolution of history, It is nobody’s
fault. It is merely due to the hard and simple fact
that progress is painful and is achieved only inch by
inch for the iudividual as well as the nation.

The school of sedition, however, has sprung np
ont of a mass of sentiments with a colouring of facts,
and figures. The sentiments are all based upon the
democratic politics taught by Western history like
“no tazation without representation,” “the people are
the source of all power,” “representative form of
government 18 the best” etc. In the light of these
idess the critical spirit against the British Govern-
mert and its method applied itself vigorously for 20
yes. s and more, ignoring more or legs completely the
greut question as to how far Indian conditions would
‘pertit the engrafting of such & form of Government.

Whether India hed emerged socially and religious-
ly into & siute of fitness for such a foila of govern-
ment was nevé. taken mt.o account and whetuer even
she meant to emerge on& of it was also left out of
account. The critical apmt. thus developed withoud
any proper sense of réiation to facts and figures or to
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the fitness of the people for the form of goWnt
in question soon became divorced from apsthing like
even an attempt ¢ construction of the elements of &
healthy social polity and became hyper-critical and
destructive. The conclusion was arrived at that &
government which falls short of the proposed form
was an intolerable burden to the people. What the
spirit of destructive criticism thus began, race bias
completed. The unfortunate instances of friction
between the ralers and the ruled, were all pressed
iuto service vigorously by way of showing that the
British Government was not only bad but that it
meant to persist in being so. This became the poli-
tics of sentiment and bias to work upon. When
again unfortunately, the Press on both sides began
to dip the pen deep in the ink of race feeling and
race bias, the whole political atmosphere came to be
surcharged with the feeling of race-hatred. @[he
school which imbibed the feeling of race hatratl® to
the utmost naturally became the anti-British scho8]
of politics. The step afterwards to sedition®and
anarchism was only easy. Contact with Western
countries esy®cially the continental countries of
Hurope ®and their methods of wrealing vengeance
for differences between the \ulers and the ruled came
to be taken up as the most effectivg Weapons to play
with, Thus came sedition, as*the result,of 8 senti-
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mentyl and destructive school of politics at the one
extreme. ®u the other side, there iz the loyal India
of Princes and Chiefs, noblemen mﬁ men of educa-
tion who have nothing but the greatest abhor-
rence for sedition and seditiounists. There is the
great mass of people who are going on in their old
ways of quiet and peace and who are in blissful
ignorance of the constitutional agitation of the edu-
cated on the one side and the outbreaks of anarchism
on the other. There are the native Indian regiments
which have to be borue in mind in this connection.
If the anarchist organisation has got for its root idea,
as far as we could see, the overthrow of the British
Government, you may ask me how does it mean to
compass it by these isolated, stray murders here and
there of Enghshmen and Indians. Itis impossible
to furnish 4 complete answer to this question unless
onefknows the seditious programme fully enoungh.
But®nobody knows it and therefore one can only
make u guess from what one sees of its working. It
ma.y&ba that 1t has no definite programme yet, and
mesns only to spread its creed among the people and
these outriges are done merely to give emphasis to
the point that b amount of concession in the shape
of constitutional reform /s going to allay or kill the
spirit. Or 1t may be that being in ita infancy as yet,
it is t,rying.to complets its organisation and net work
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of societies in all possible places and ocen 80
that some great blow might be struck ,«gﬁﬁ‘:‘ the
Government whh the organisation becoraes powerful
enongh: or it may be that there is some agency
either in Europe or in India, or in both, which for
some unfathomable reason does not mean well by the
British Government and wantsto give it as much
trouble ag possible by supplying the seditious sohool
with the necessary funds and materials to carry out
its progragpyme. But what is becoming clear is that
secret societies and memberships are coming into
existence. It is also pretty clear by comparison of
the method of its work in remote and in apparently
unconnected parts of the country, that it is a regular
organisation whose members freely use all the bless-
ings of the British rule to the detriment of the British
Government. The Post Office, the telegraph, the
railway and the press are taken full advantage &f by
the members of this creed for pushing on their #ork.
Seditions literature published in Europe in Indika
vernaculars as well ag in English are regularly Tecei-
ved and distributed in various parts of India.
Beditious boo®s and pamphlets in English and Indian
vernaodlars are printed in beauntiful #ype and poured
into this country thmngf\ wur very Post Offices.
When the press regulation »"~ut sqdition is becoming
more and more stringent, the broblem of prigting is
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solvef_ by the printing being done ontside British
India in laces like Pondicherry. I met once a
budding seditionist who said, whg’i ssked what his
programme was that it was merely ‘“blood and fire?
This he uttered while Madras was in full swing some
years ago over the seditious movement. Could you
persuade this youngster by any amount of argument
that his idea is wrong and likely to do no good? He
has become s fanatic and fanaticism is contagious.
One fanatic makes more. And so the fanatic school
spreads. They all behave in the same manner as if
they had got by heart the,same lessons in the same
school. They write exactly in the same strain and
they preach very like each other. They call their
society the Barathamatha Association and they show
a predilection for the red colour in choosing even
their letter papers and covers and the red colour is
supposed to have a meaning; perhaps it means blood.
The'nembers are keen enough to send their terrori-
§ing missiles to all and sundry: their style is a settled
one for terrorism. The stronger the Indian loyalist
or the British official in pntting down sedition, the
greater is the attention paid by tiiss.chool to him
and his doings a.ud the greater is the number ¢f anony-
mous communications andy threats showered upon him
day after day. Itgays “The members of the Baraths-
mathg, Assgeiation wish to inform you hereby that if
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yon mix yourselves up with pablic questions nu.g:imt_
the Barathama Association you will soon figg<é conse-
guence you will l\cnt, quartered, and thrown to the
winds™. This is a rongh specimen of the sort of letters
which our Post Offices are medeto convey and the inno-
cent Postman made to deliver o the addressees!! When
the apirit spreads sufficiently enough in a diatrict,
you do not know how far it has spread. It has
perhaps spread a great deal wider and deeper than
you have aglsznception of. That letters pass from
north to south and from east to west in the country
and that they are all kapt by the workers in strict
secrecy and confidence is perhaps beyond doubt.
They are working it in s systemasic, compact and
business-like manner with courage and caution
combined. There may be those who are indifferent
to it who would not however tell anything about it
éven if they happen to know something of it. There
are again those who are perfectly innocentgand
honourable end who abhor it but who are so timid
by nature and training that they would say ndthirg
about it to the authoritics, There is al ways the fear
on the part of*t¥ese and an honest fear that the con-
sequenc8s to them personslly may he serions indeed
if they become active nnd aggressive Loyalists.
The net"result of all these is that the authorities are
left practically helpless, and those who never dream
14



108

of sedition and who in their heart of hearts have no
touch of'#, have been as good as if they did not
exist, so far as the practical w of suppressing
sodition is concerned. Then again there is this great
sentiment coming i the way of the good men and true,
ond that 1s, that in waging war against sedition in
a bold and honowrable maunner they are not only
exposing themselves to a certain amownt of risk person-
ally, but they are given bad names by some of the most
enlightened of their own countrymen ocenpying high
and responsible posts under Government, who look wpon
this active and aygressive work of loyalty and loyalists
as proceeding from a low and selfish motive. This is
the most awful part of the situation. Active loy-
alists are given an unpopular colour while sedition
passes for patriotism. As a matter of fact, however,
nothing is more easy than to swell the current of
anti-British feeling in the name of patriotism dr
prompted by personal discontent. In the Districts
where sedition 1s rife, the secret organisation is
activk and the one point yon invariably notice about
these districts is no information can be had against
sedition or its active workers aff@“sympathisers,
and active loyalists are either terrorised of vilified.
The latest and worst mstance of such seditious
vilification appeared in the columns of “India” of
the 30th Jyne, in conhection with the Ashe murder.
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You know “India” is published in Eungland. The
Editor of “India” like the Indian Editors of thevred-
hot school has reagily published this grosebiece of libel
in hid paper withBut enquiry. I never thought that
the policy of “India” was to lend itgelf to such libels
against the Government and against people as hono-
rable as himself and his compatriots. The murder
of Mr. Ashe happened on 17th June and the article
in question appears in India at tha end of the month.
It gonld not therefore have been sent from India., It
must havd*Lesn written in England. It tries to
account for the tcprder as due to the policy and
action of the Madras - Covernment! Such a gross
traversty of facts as this is extremely un-English and
unfair. It is both malicions and false. The British
public at home must take the statements in question
with & very large pinch of salt. Baut the psrson who
deserves to be held criminally responsible for the
libel is the correspondent who supplied the magter ;
because the IMitor might have taken it on trugt,
though he must know the danger of accepting such
silly stuff on trust, Such attacks would justafy
and warranf gffective Press censorship both in
Englang and India. Liberty of thought and speech
under the British Government is fast degenerating
into licenge, in some quarters, and newspapers in
England whose aim is to serve ghe public, cannot be
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too careful about not playing iuto the hands of
the ﬁadit-iou‘s school.

The Native regiments are compposed of illiterate
or half-educated people or people who could be
urged in varions ways sand worked insidiously
against the Government. If the secret society
school establishes a foothold even in Native
regiments, it must be awful indeed. The British
officers way have no means of knowing what is
taking place in their own regiments. The general
public outside the Native regimepts | nmv aleo know
nothing. And while the surfag, is calm as calmness
and smooth as smoothness, avburrowing underneath
has taken place here, there or in a little corner and
in byways and side-ways. The school-boys of any
school, be it Governmeut or Mission, managed by
Kuropeans or Indians, may get affected in some
littlp part of a corner without the masters knowing
unytfing about it. If school masters get into this
body, and unfortunately here and there they too
may‘ have been caught in the net, they become
powerful centres of this cult. No wonder then that
while the authorities are under thess.pression after
one season of hpnting down sedition, wheu it lifts
up its head, that it hag been cleared and that they
are going to have an era of peace in that “quarter,
the truth is they are: perhaps only sadiy mistaken,
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They havh only taken hold of a dnit here and & unit
there, or some persons suspected of having seme-
thing to do with “.bur, the root has not §et been got
at nor its ramifications cleared !

The Native States are under the delusion that
s0 long as sedition has not made its appearance in
their dominions, there is nothing to be said about it
there. But that is a mistake. The British Dis-
tricts were all quiet and happy till a few years ago.
Thay, knew not anything like sedition. But some of
them have €0i& ‘o be affected in & most unexpected
mapner. The Nativ* States think in a general and
vague way thut there mus be something wrong in the
British Government to account for the seditious
outbreaks and they may think also that their own
administration is so superior to the British rule, thut
they are free from seditions thoughts on their side.
Bat this ides is again a delusion. 'The tendency of
sedition is to replace orderly and peaceful gogern-
ment, by mob-l&w and mob-rule. Once the mgb
like the slephant realises its strength through the
teaching of this school, 1t will pull down its Mahout,
British or Indieme As for the idea that theve are no
grievaudes in the Native States like Shose under the
British Rale and therefore they are fres from the
touch of sedition, they forget that sedition is not
based upon grievances or no geievances, but that it
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is merely the idea ‘of doing away with the Govern-
mert, and once it begins to work against the
paramount® power under whosg guidance and
protection the Native States th{ive, they will not
stop with the British Government but will make
inroads on the Native States as well. [f only the
Nutive Stutes would allow the preaching of seditious
ideas half as freely as the British Government has
doue in the name of “liberty of speech and liberty ot
the press,” it would not take very long before fhe
phenomenon appears in the Native~Slavos as well.
Grievances there are, and therr will be everywhere,
The Native States have then own grievances real or
sentimental. The underlying idea that works the
whole mischief is that the method of getting rid of
grievances is the use of brute force in one form or other.
Ouce this 1des develops and tukes hold anywhere,
it 18 sure to work the same trouble regardless of
fu.nt.a and ments.

'No Government in the world csn get on once it
is admitted that grievances real or imaginary would
justify such outrages, and this method of settling
grievances was foreign to the geniug of India till now,
And once it takes hold of the country, it will spread
like wild fire among the people and establish itself
as the simplest method ‘of settling differences between
msn and man. The yillage factions and privats and
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personal malice will take to such violent methode
more freely than hitherto following the example aset
by the seditions uﬁwol. Ounce you tale away the
respect for human life which is deeply ingrained in
the millions of India and which has been built up
during centuries of religions and wmoral influence
pecoliar to India, the result to the country at large
is likely to prove terrible beyond description. Black
mailing and corruption will commence to rule, and
Run Jpism gad Bmg‘an(fnge will become the order of
the day.

That anarchisnt p&gnot in its very natare
hasten the pace of the country towards Swaraj or
Self-Government in any form could be made obvious
at once. A few murders here and there cannot
certainly affect the general course of administration
except for the worse by rendering weasares against
sedition onl y more and more necessary. The general
sentiment of the country is too humane and jupt by
instinct and too grateful to Fngland to be at #])

+ affected by seditions outrages. The only waf the
general mind of the country is getting affected by
them is to inci#.se their sense of abhorrence against
such dedMs and increase their powersof organisation
and persnasion ageinst their, repetition. So the re-
vulsion of feeling against sedition is bound to be on
the increase with such outrage# Anarchism is in its
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essence the tendency to blow up Government, law
and’ n.uthorif\:y. Ount of such a tendency no good can
come to any Government in the wgrld, but it is bound
to become a tendency in human nature, & menace
to every Goveroment foreign or native. Ount of it
therefore to expect Swaraj or self-government to
come, must strike every one as an impossibility of
thought and expressien. To mnake the position clear
one need only realise the simple fact that the most
heinous crimes like Thuggism, day-light 3~e3hy,
highway robbery or cnld-moo}:lw have never
made ote inch towards aggf '.ngl good ? Are there
not now all over the country any number of murders
committed ? Have they led to any good ? How then
are these political or anarchist murders going to
produce any good !

A.—That s exactly what puzzles every one.
Penhaps the idea is that such ontrages will tend to
deepen and widen the anti-British feeling and keep
the rulers and the people wider apart every day.
That might be the purpose of such attacks.

R.—The result will be just the other way
Public feeling islikely to be roused™ffre and more
against such owrages committed on good dhd inno-
cent people who have the best interests of the pab-
lic at heart.

A.—Then what ¢hn be the motiveof such attacks?
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They appear to be planned and organised and wup-
ported by numbers, infinitesimal as they might be,
compared with thdlentire population. I awn afraid
the general attitude of the Indian press is not what
it ought to be in such matters. They have got into
the habit of characterising such attacks as stray
instances of political insanity and as conveying no
great political significance and even English pupers
wnpld fain adopt the same view, becanse nobndy
wants to"’ﬁl’agmfﬂ the extent or limit of sedition bat
the trend of seditiosa attacks hitherto both against
Indian and English ofticels, points to the conclusion
that the school of sedition and anarchism is worked
on certain organised lines and that it cannot there-
fore be treated lightly. The proper policy of the
Indian press is to admit the existence of
some sort of organisation working this school and
the necessity for clearing it up vigorously. I: is a
very erroneous® and unwholesome policy for aw

responsible newspaper to treat such attackseas 1if
they were only so many stray cases beginning and
ending with the {pdividuals concerned and having
nothing gnore behind. Nobody wapts to take an
unduly alermistic view but what is happening is
certainly-not only alarming but is highly suggestive
especially in & country like India where such out-

bursts have never been known in th& coflree of'
15
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history. But again and again one is tempted to nsk
what conld be gained by such madness on the part
of the people who have been all algng so law-abiding
and loyal. From an India that never knew any such
seditious outrages till quite recently, after nearly
fifty years of peaceful and progressive adwinistra-
tion to the India of to-day with this blot of sedition
on it, the change is one requiring serious thinking
and explanation. T think the tendency to compare
India with European countries in this respect<s#f,ong
because anarchism is so foreign iim{ﬁe spirit of India
that there must be somethieyg to accountfor thia
change and the real cause must be got at.

R.—I quite agree with that observation. There
is a great deal of ignorance and misapprehension
about the nature and extent of sedition. There is
also the general disposition to treat the thing lightly
as about the best way of getting rid of it. It may
be tht anarchism is yet confined only to an infinite-
simal fra.ctmn of the population but I cannot after so
many ‘deliberate murders of an obviously seditious
character acquiesce in the policy of treating the affair
lightly or of blaming the Governfnent for taking
stringent measuies of repression. M. Ps. like Mr.
Ramsay MacDonald ané Mr. Keir Hardie are advo-
oates of this policy. If they only lived in India and
either administered a District or worked with Indians,
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they would not tréat sedition in the light magner
they have done.

A.—Yes; Quie so. But what do you think of
the real meaning and significance of the seditious
movement f

R.—That is exactly what we have to get at and_,
it is by no means easy. You see how the perverse
spirit of sedition wight misread even good books,
“Aganda Mutt” and “Prince of Destiny ” are both
of thedi“written by eminent Bengalees. “Ananda
Mutt” is based upon the idea of Hindus overthrowing
Mohammedan rule and ‘contains the scheme for a
weak people to overthrow a strong Government.
The author of “ Ananda Mutt” has distinetly said
that the British must hold the country in the best
interests of the people. But the ideas propounded 1u
the novel for the overthrow of the Mohamnmedan
rule if adopted aganst the Brtish Governmen® by
the unfriends et British rule, the result world JJet
very much like the seditious movement of thgp day.:
The “ Prince of Destiny ” is a good book for its
honest appreciatign of the good side of the British
Governgent and for its trank enumeration of its
defects as well. The author pours out his fervent
admiration for the British while pleading warmly for
& healthy change in the British policy towsrds the
peoples and the Princes of India.
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A,—~Yes. ‘“The Prince of Destiny " did strike me
88 highly suggestive regarding the present situation.
Buot 1 am afraid the anthor has failed to bring out
the critical side of the people’s condition, while he
has pointed out with a masterly hand some of the
main defects in the British policy. The picture
‘therefore represents only one half of the truth leay~
ing the other half intact.

R.—I admit that it is so. But perhaps the
reason was that the author was afraidtbwtiT he
dwelt on the derects of the people as well as he has
done about the defects of the Government, it may
have the effect of not leading to the necessary
change of policy in the British rule. While I adhere
to my view that what is needed in India at present
is a great movement on the part of the people to
inaugurate a healthy social and religious reformation
it sheuld not be forgotten that a wise change of
polict on the part of the Governmant is urgently
,nai‘ide(? to allay the public mind and to help the
people’s own reformation, because the people and the
Government are but one body, and there can be no
real antagonism between the rulers and the ruled.
They are not two* different bodies nor are they twe
opposing bodies. That they are opposing bodies is
entirely a western idea for which the achool of
thinkerg like-Herbert Spencer and John Stuart Mill.
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is mainly responsible thongh that school is now out of
date and slmost obsolete. At any rate, that sochool
and the main id propounded by 1t are qmte
out of place in Inia: which always looks upon the
Government and the people as one composite and
inter-dependent whole with ideatity of interests and
no conflict whatsoever.

A.—But that is exactly the principle enunciated
in the Queen’s Proclamation of 1858,

", thair prosperity will be our strengh. In their
contentment our security : and in their’gratitude our
best reward.” Is it possihle to have a fuller enun-
ciation of the prinviple of 1dentity of interests bet-
ween the British Government and the people of India
than that contained in this ever memorable Magna
Charta?

R.—I quite agree. But the great question has
been there from the beginning as to how best to give
effect to the Queep’s Proclumation. There are two vays
of giving effect to it and they depend each upon thé
respective ideal to be aimed at by the Government. It
was open first either to have the ideal of a limited
form of Monarchy With a council of chosen men from
the peopla to help the Government ®r to have the
ideal of self-Goverument on ethe lines of Colonial
Government.. The two are radically different and
would be governed by different® principleg of grork.
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The former would be euited to the genius and tra-
ditions of the people of India and would be essenti-
ally monarchical, while the latter. would be opposed
to the Indian genins and traditions and require to
be worked on Western lines of democracy. How
much there was in choosing the one ideal or the
other is now becoming patent in the light of facts.
England chose the second ideal, that is, the
democratic one instead of the monarchical one. This
wonld appear to be the great imtial biinder.
English education was indispensable for both the
ideals and there 1s no need to quarrel with it. It is
not so much English education that 18 to blame as
the choosing of the dewocratic ideal. For instance,
the Native States have found nothing incompatible
between English education and the [ndian monarchi-
cal ideal. 1t however, England chose the democra-
tic ¢denl, she ought to have considered beforehand
the{.ocial and religious conditions o8 India and how
far they should be changed tor affording a basis for
democracy. The assumption that without doing so,
democracy could be planted on Indian soil was the
great root mistake. The connection between the
Indian social vonditions and those requisite for
democracy was entirely overlooked and the democra-
tic experument has goue on steadily from the time of
the Lgpal Nelf-Government soheme of Lord Ripon.
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The British Government never cared daring all this
time to study the social and religious side of Indian
life. This amonnteg to pushing the democratic ex-
periment in Indie without s proper demooratic
besis to build mpon. This fundamental error is
bearing ita natural fruit to-day. The people developed
ideals and aspirations suited to the democratic form
which the Government itself ushered expressly and
impliedly in ever so many ways, without realising the
neéewt.y for creating the conditions requisite for it
or, in other words, the antecedent socig! and religions
reformation was dropped ent of sight by both the
people and the Government and they both worked
on the assumption that it wonld somehow come and
that they need not devote themselves to it seriously.
The antecedent conditions thus neglected for building
a democracy upon but the democratic form having
been set on foot, we are to-day witnessing %he
conflict inevitable under such circumstances. ﬁa{i
.t.he other ideal been chosen instead from the bggine
ning, there would have heen to-day no snch conflict.
The people were only told ever so often that they
were Doty fit for political rights and privileges on
democratic lines while they were tanght to work for
it as the ideal. Was not this wrong radically f The
people were made to believe in election and represent-
ation, and political agitation as “their polisical gneans
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foy attaining the political goal. So they went on
developing the ideas suited to political agitation and
demsnded political rights and privileges on purely
western lines. The Congress was a huge political
agitation and when divorced from social and religious
reformation on a sufficiently large scale to leaven the
people into anything like homogeneity or solidamty,
it had in it the germs of trouble in the minds of
those at least who bore no good will to the Britigh,
The spirit of assertion of political rights and political
equality of a democratic character has been on the
increase without a correspnnding development of the
sense of civic responsibility on the part of the people
whose great obstacle is to be found in the conditions
of the peoples themselves. The spirit of political
discontent based not merely on administrative defects
and grievances, but mamnly on a passion for a
Parfiamentary form of Government to which the
peofie were asked to look by the Gevernment itself
#s the goal, led to the result that grievances against
the Government were sooght by the political press
and the political leaders as the Dasis for political
demands. The grievances multiphed, agitation
increased, discontent spread and the general ides
that the British Governinent was becoming uanpopular
day by day and unsympathetic, came to fill the
atmospheree Al this was due to the ideal set before
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the sovereign power and their representatives. Loyal
organs of public opinion should be agcour&ged and
the disloyal or aetiibinns ones treated as they daferve.
Tn Native States, Such crimesand outrages will uot be
allowed to remain undetected for more than a few
days. The nsual time lumt known to ancient 1ndig
and conveyed to the Prime Minister is 8 days. Itis
conveyed thus, “If before the 8th day, this is not
cleared up such and sucn consequences will follow.”
The people will not rest yuiet until the thing is
cleared up. Another useful weasurd’ that would at
once be adopted in Oriental Governments would
be the peremptory exclusicn from all honours,
titles etc., of persons who are known to be of a
seditious turn of mind. The policy of the British
Government in all these respects is weakness itself
and is entirely unsuited to the ideas of the people.
It has come to be so weak that no good man is %afe.
He has more difficalties to face than the fu.la&na.n,
and yet he is loft often enough 1n a state of sugpense
and doubt as ito whether he 1s not getting on the
whole rather knocked for all his troables under the
present British po’icy. This is & most serious defect
requiring mending. One is afraid fhat the position
of the British Government*has cowme to be one of
ignorance more or less rugu-rdiﬂs sedition. It is now in
the mouth of every Indian that in spite of enprmouse
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details of information collected by the Government
throngh some of its officers, the people now and then
happen to know more about men ang things regarding
aedmnn than the Government itself I! It is sometimes
a wonder how about men and things the Govern-
ment and the British Officers could make such mis-
takes, This ignorance on the part of the Govern-
ment has led to two sad results in adwministration.
As the Government does not knuw who could be
trusted among Indians sufficiently they have grown
80 wary and distrasttal that they perhaps think
it best not to trust any one absolutely.Second-
ly, the people who are aware of the ignorance
of the Government take full advantage of it by
dividing the mind of Government by any unmber
of contradictory opinions about men and things so
that the Goverument does not know who could be
reliell upon and how to act. Not only many good
«men $utter for want of sufficient diress knowledge of
tife Ggvernment regarding them, but what is worse
the false men even in so serious a matter as sedition
not only escape the attention of the Government but
even Hourish! 'l'he pevple are laughlng p their
sleeves, that the \Government is suffering mwost from
divided counsel and for want of direct knowledge of
men and things. They know the thousand and one
emall ways und tactics by which the Government
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could be banlked in its efforts to get at the good men
and put down the bad. I have heard it said thai
while on the onesside, the policy .of distrust has
gone beyond all reasonable limits, it has, on the
other, failed at times to get at the wrong” men and
when they did get at them, il has not dealt widh
them in the way even our smallest Native States
would have done. Isit any wonder then that the
Pritish Government is strangely enough, the only
one to the Indian mind under which guch weaknesses
can prevail in the face of all warnings to the contrary!
It is all well to say wivch a sort of nonchalance
“Oh, that is our way, we let things go on till they
come to a point. Then only we take note of it.” All
that one can say is there is neither prudence mor
policy nor principle in such a course. And certainly
not in a country like India which is accustomed to
entirely different metheds. What Native. Gogern-
ments would do® perhaps by the officers assnaainau:i
by the hand of sedition be they Indian or Eng¥sh, is
to grant them an adequate pension, say, for three
generations. Theeffect of this would be very sound
and fargeaching. It would show for three genera-
tions how the faithful men who stood by the
Governmant were protected and it would supply the
courage to the timid, high or lgw, that if they die in
the discharge of their highest daty to t}f sowereign'
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picture there was none to present. The Government
allowed all this criticism freely withont trying to
meet it. It' went further and shut the mouths of
the Governmen't servants and p{*evantad them from
correcting the wrong ideas. Thus the wrong ideas
flooded the educated minds without let or hind.
fance, The Government servants themselves and
the youths of the country became satorated with
this politics as unquestionably correct. When this
criticism against the Government and its meth ods
went on for 20 years uncorrected, nnopposed and
unsatisfied, the idea took deep root that there was
something rotten in the state of Denmark. Not only
wan this criticiem not properly met by facts and
figures at'the proper time and in a proper spirit, but
the attitude towards it ceme to be one of utter in-
difference under the notion that no danger could
comy out of it and that it was merely a process of
getting rid of extra steam. And there were now and
then d-hearted Englishmen or Irishmen who said
jocosely that political rights conld not be got for the
mere asking, and they even went the length of saying
that unless they adopted the Western me‘t‘;bods of
strike etc., there’ #as no hope. I am afraid this was
the conrse of events thet precipitated in Bepgal the
school of sedition and anarchism. Now all this was
verfectly avoidable. “Had the other ideal bean taken
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up, therd wonld have been nd school of political
sgitation against the Government. There wagld
have been no fomenting of grievances.» There would
have been among the people of Indis, no sucl ides
a8 that without agitation against the Government
and withont sttacking its methods of administra-
tion, there was no political salvation for Indis.
India never amccustomed to such political ideals
and methods but ever content to loock to the
~sovereign power for protection of her interests, was
in no need for such ideas and should not have been
launched npon such turbulant political waters entirely
unsuited to the Indian col.ditions and environments.
While justification there can be mone for sedition
and anarchism, I am only tracing how far the politi-
cal ideal set by the Government itself before the
people is responsible for this unexpected state of
things. When the public mind had been brought to
such a pitch of feeling and seutiment against the
Government, anything was enough to set fhiygs‘
ablaze, and what was wanted was some predext ‘or®
other, and the Bengal Partition cawme in. We know
the rest.

From this point of time the wildest of sentiments
like Swaraj and Boycott came to fill the air. Anti-
British feeling came to be sprgad, race hatred grew,
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bombs began, secret societies formed, ~seditious
litarature spread and now, we are face to face with
the situation.:

A.—Is it impossible to wipe out sedition withont
rapression and establish friendly relations between
England and India?

R—1 have always looked upon sedition asa
mere wrong idea and as perfectly capable of being
met by right ideas. The Oriental method of dealing’
with sedition weuld be quite different. It is not the
English method. It wounld proceed upon two or
three clear and definite pfinciples. First, it wonld
make ample provision for the families of officers who
come to an untimely end at the hands of seditionists.
Secondly, it would devise substantial methods of
recogmsing the services of all officers, English or
Indian, who have a trying time of it in seditious tracts.
The measare would be extended to all who whether
of.ﬁcia.l or non-official, literate or illiterate, rich or
poor, iender any substantial service in putting down
sedition, in ferreting out seditious plots and in
giving timely information about the.n to the authori-
ties. The fabulors sums spent in pmsecutiSna and
trials for sedition might well be spent in helping the
growth of aggressive loyalty among Indians as the
one sentiment that shéuld now go forward to guard
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intellect i8 not to be hononred when it is-associated
with the seditious tonch, becanse some of the clever-
est and keenest intellects are perhaps tnfortunately
lared into the ring of this camp aod«ths best way of
ouMng such men would certainly be not to ignore
the latter in appreciating the former. Is it not true,
thatit is the clever, intellectual and perhaps tM®
over-clever and the over-imaginative on the wrong
side, that have to be weaned? Honour by all meana
all who work with the British. Hononr by all
means those among the non-officials;#ho adhere to
the British Government and remember that in
this hour of peril. EKugland deserves at the
hand of every educated Indian his whole-hearted
devotion. Honour by all means the honest and
constitutional critics who while pointing out the
errors of Government for the betterment of the
country, abhor anarchism and actively spread, the
cult of unity between England and India.  Had
the Government adopted the policy of honoffy-
ing such friends, "during all these years insfead of
leaving them more or less alone, who can say we
would not have bad to-day more men devoted to
the Britésh Raj and less of those wgo side with the
seditions? The policy of throwing sops to the
unfriends of Government as a means of appeasing

them is disastrous and must giwe way to the policy
17
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ot standing by the friends. The seditious dften point
with a feeling of trinmph to the unfriends of Govern-
ment who hkave succeeded either in opposing and
hoodwinking the Government as the capital weakness
‘of the British on which they can rely and from
which they can derive their very sustenance. They
sy point blank, “See how we can divide the Govern-
ment and its friends and show that to be popular
with the mob-cry against the British Rule, serves to
get & name wmong the people on one side, while.
silently weakening the Government on the other.”
Is this not a bad policy to pursue? Such wise and
prudential steps as those wnggested above will meet
with great opposition at the hands of the seditious
as well as the sitters on the fence, and those who are
adepts in the policy of hunting with the hound and
running with the hare. They label hard and honest
service with the name of sycophancy and elevate
sedition 4o the rank of patriotism in a thousand
wuys. The Government has to choose its policy
dleﬁnitaly and unflinchingly. A few years devoted to
the working of the right policy sternly even as a trial
will more quickly wipe out sedifion and take its
edge away thap mere prosecutions whicl end in
leaving the Government only the poorer financially
and, far more, morally, because every Iailure ta
prosecute & case of; sedition successfully means



131

an accelsion of strength to ‘the cause of eedi-
tion, increase of uanpopularity and odimm for
the Government and the general. atmosphere
getting more surcharged with uarest than bpfore.
A preventive remedy on Indian hines 18 what is perhaps
best while repression is but a painful necessity, with
not much of the elements of permanent cure ingh.
The remedies suggested above are more calculated to
appeal to the Oriental mind as a powerful incentive
to loyalty than quartering regiments or Punitive
Forces. Itis because the might apd main of the
British 18 admtted and the British prgwess and
strength is acknowledged, vhat sedition has tuken to
by-ways and side-ways and to nook-and-corner at-
tacks as the only meaus of spreading the waximuw

of terror with the winunum of strengeh,



CHAPTER VI.

THE BRITISH CHARACTER.
AND

SoCIAL INTERCOURSE BETWEEN EasT AND WEST.

A.—1Is social intercourse betwen East and West
to be only a dream?

R.—The Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale has made & pro-
nouncement on che question of social intercourse
between East and West very recently in which he
says that it would not be possible except on the basis
of political equality between the two communities.
Mrs. Tyabji, wife of the late distinguished Judge of
the Bombay High Court said in 1903 at the annual
meet.ng of the Indian Ladies’ Club, “We complain
th%t Eum&pasna keep aloof from us, buithat is largely
oer faylt. I ask you how many among ourselves,
Hindus, Mussalmans, or Parsees, want to meet
together? Isit pride or reserve which keeps us
apart? Is it not rather a difference in manners,
habits, education, dress, language and religion?” “Let
us,” she added, “begin by union among onvselves.”
The Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale has thus come to assert
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now in €0 many words that the political idea of
equality must lead and that the social can only follow
but as against so great an anthority like Mr. Gokhale,
I can safely pitch 10 less a person than the late Mr.
Justice Ranade, with whom it was the social that was®
the first and the political only the next. There have
been and there ave two schouls of thought in IndYa
all along. The one, the school of social reform,
which may be called the social school, which though
small in nomber is strong in its eonviction that in
the salvation of India, the social must precede the
political reform. The other school whic® may be
called the political school has been working on the
principle that the political must precede the social,
Most of the members of this latter school do not
even believe that there is any necessary connection
between social and political reform, so much so that
you find to-day there are ultra-Radicals in politigs all
over the country who do not believe in socufl reform,
and who are even strongly opposed to1it. The schdtl
of soéial reform headed by such distinguisha.d men
a8 the late Mr. Justice Ranade, Mr. Justice Chanda-
varkar and othergvhave led this school of thought.
The mot® of the social school may well be deseribed
as “Laberal in social, Conseyvative in politics and
Protestant in religion.” The motto of the political
sohool as deducible from its cohduot is “Radical ¢n
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politics, Conservative in social and orthodow i religion.”
Ishave deduced this motto of the political school from
the conduct 4nd creed of the majomty of the people
who- constitute the rank and #le of the political
'‘school and not from that of the small minority of
leaders of political thonght. I can understand Mr.
Gukhale if he had said that, from his point of view,
social intercourse between East and West was not
possible and that political equality to India should
nevertheless be granted. I can understand his going
further and say-ng that he means to solve the problem
of Indian’ self-government on the lines of Colonial
Government with Indiad conditions of caste and
gociety more or less as they are and withont any
great chunges being made therein. It would then
be for the public to dectde how far such a position
would be sound or tenable. But to say that it is
wany of political equality between Englishmen and
Indigns that now stands in the way of socisl inter-
afurse between them, 1s what must come upon every
one as the greatest surprise and especially when it
comes from the Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale who has sat at
the feet of Mr. Ranade.

The ¢ Indiav, Social Reformer’ says “Ef%perience
shows that a placid political atmosphere is most
favourable to social and moral progress. "It is this
fact which compels the social reformer, in spite of
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himself, tp intervene in political Qiscussions with the
object, if possible, of bringing about a better under-
standing between the people and the sdministratior.”
The Social Reformer also adds that scclal reform has
received a check from the shock the people ot to
their faith in the disinterestedness of the British
rule, and thet thatshock has prodnced an anti-British
feeling and that the anti-British feeling has produced
a feeling of indifference to social progress.” I
confess this baffles my comprehension and I feel
staggered by this process of reasohing, only all the
more becanse the “Indian Social Keformer” is a
paper for which T have so much respect.

A~1 cannot follow it either. Your social
problems of which social intercourse with foreignera
is only a part have been with you ever so long before
the British, and they will be with you, for you to
solve, even if the British should quit India to-morrow.
How then conld it be said that any political inegua-
lity could hinder, or political eyuality colild ehelp
sociak intercourse between Fast snd West? Socihl
intercourse is only a means to an end. It is 1o end
in itself. Itis only & means to a correct under-
standing between Indians and Euglishmen. Whereas
a democratic form of Government # & great end in
itself to be achieved by a people who believe in it
and who bring about the conditions of fitness for it.
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R.—Quite so. What stands now in the way of any
intercourse between Hindus and Mnhamadans? Is it
want of declaration of political equality between them?
What stands in the way of socinl intercourse between
Brehmans and non-brahmans? 15 it want of political
equality between them? What stands in the way of
gofficient social intercourse between the various sects
of Brahmans themselves? Isit again want of declara-
tion of political equality between sects? Anti-British
feeling which is alleged by “the Social Reformer” to
have come to stand in the way of social reform is the
growth oply of a few years. But onr stagnation in
social reform in defiance of the advance of the country
in social ideas, has been our standing grievance dar-
ing all the time the political atmosphere has been
most placid. Till the Bengal Partition and the Surat
Congress, there was nothing to disturb the political
calm of the country, and yet till then, were giant
strides being made in social reform and did social
reform get suddenly deflected over Anti-British
feeling?  Ts it not the bare truth that our slov pro-:
gress in gocial reform has been all along due to the
culpable indifference of the mass of the political
school and our educated men alike and their refus-
ing to realise the need for social progress, and fail-
ing to bring up the necessary moral coarage and
numerical strength tg solve the socisl problem? And
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is that nof the true state of things to-day?

Now it cannot be denied that marriage reform
is one of the foremost planks of sociale reformation.
Among the educateq wen all over the eountry, what is
the progress made in the fusion of sects and sub-seots.
by inter-marrieges? ls it not yet very very small and
is it due to Anti-British feeling? Isit Anti-British
feoling that comes in the way of inter-marriage bet-
ween the Aiyars, Raus and lyengars or between the
various sub-divisions of non-brahmepns?

Take the Native States where there is no anti-
British feeling and where even socigl reform
legislation hes been introduced as in Mysore and
Baroda., Has marriage reform progressed by leaps
and bounds there ! So far as infant marriage and
inter-marriage of sects and sub-sects are concerned,
the state of things there is precisely like British
Indis, and perhaps in some respects the Native States
are even worse.

Under the British Government, political equalisy
has Heen declared among subjects without anyediffer-'
ences of caste or creed, and sll are equal before the
eye of law and have equal rights and duties. Why
has not ethis equality politically [pd to improved
relations socially on anything like a sufficiently large
soale? 1t is obvious that the resl hindrance to
sufficient sopial intercourse amapg the various classes

3
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of the people is more social and religious than
political. The pinnacles of caste and the pinnacles
of religion have been and are standing up in India for
ever<o long without any planks to connect them,
And when the Englishman comes to India, he finda
that these pinnacles which are devoid of planks to
oG.unect them are even farther away from him. When
the Brahman stands on his religions pinnacles and
would have nothing to do with the Englishman
socially, the Englishman naturally stands on his
racial pinnaclp, No amount of declaration of
political ¢quality will solve the social and religious
prejudices of India, If td-morrow such a declaration
is made, will that make for social interconrse between
Englishmen and Indians one bit more on that
acconnt ?  Will it make the bigots and the orthodox
among us relent one bit and give up their social idéas
which are a part of their rehgion ? I can understand
Mr. Gok}ale’s position as a retort but 1 fail to under-
stend it as a reform. I can understand it if it means
to mesirt a position like this towards the British
Government, “If you want social intercourse with us,
you must give us political equality. But if you do
not give us politizal equality, we have no" faith in
social intercourse.”

I however look upon social intercourse pure and
simple between East aad West as not only possible but
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28 indisp8usable. If only the best of us on both sides
would make it their principle of life to come together
on the social side and understand each other, it will
prove the golden hridge between the East #nd West.
‘While Indians should hold Tndia with one hand with
all their love, they should hold England with the other
hand in devotion, good-will and gratitude. Englath-
men likewise should hold Fungland with one hand in
all that is best in her and hold India with the other in
& spirit of love and sympathy. Fngland and India
have both gained immensely by each other and it iy
idle to try o settle accounts and find out wko has bene-
fited more and who has bunefited less. The trath is
that the British Rule in 'India dessrves to be looked
upon as a Divine dispensation in which the Western
and the Eastern Aryan have come to meet after long
separation and they have to look upon each other as
brethren well-met- This is no mere fancy. England
has come to rule in India a great and a.ue'wnh. at &
fallen civilisatfon. The Western Aryan is nowe at
thezenith of his power and is justly proud of his
present condition. The Indian Aryan, though fallen
from his high estate, looks back to his great past
and feeds the inspiration of great jideas and ideals,
While there is & great deal India has to learn from
England in Western science, arts and industries, the
ancient literature and philosophy of India has some-
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thing in it that may lift India once move. ‘So then,
the proper sttitude between England and India
must be one of kinship even racially, and not one of
antipathy. If, when you are great and affiuent yon
meet & long-lost brother of yours fallen and in
adverse circumstances, what would your attitude be:
towards him? Would it be one of sympathy sll the
more for his fallen condition, or would it be one of
baughty or supercilious indifference to him? After
sll, the duty of wan to man and nation to nation in
this world is merely for the higher to teach the lower
and for the lower to learn from the higher. This is
the end of all ethics and governments as well. So
then, the task of uplifting India, however difficult, is
yet the duty of England to fulfil. As the stranger,
Jhe more knowing and the more fortunate of the twe
to-day, it is again England’s duty to bear with Iadia
nobly and patiently and not turn back from her mie-
sion. ,Tho hand has been set to the plough in the
wigdom of Providence, and let nothing take it away.
There 13 & Sanscrit saying that the good man must
be like the sandalwood treo which emits only its
sweet fragrance even to the wood-sutter who smites
it. It is exactly jn this spirit that the good men of
England have been acting all along. Itisin this
spirit that Lord Morley’é Reform Scheme has been
given to India notwithetanding the fire of bomb and
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revolver #midst which it was ushéred.

Let me tell both Englishmen and Indians that
good Government is not & question of mere muscle, 1f
it were, there is plepty of mnaclein India as thege has
always been whichk however could not hold the
country. There is also plenty of brains in Indis.
‘Whet is wanted, however, is & combination of bath
muscle aud intellect. The Englishman is a combina-
tion of both muecle and brains. He can fight as
well ag write. But again, mere muscle and intellect
will not do for good government. Something more
is needed. And that is, the moral force which would
hold the balance evenly bevween conflicting interests
and classes under a sense of duty for its own sake.
The Englishman can fight, can write and what is
more, he can also hold the balance evenly, That
sccounts for his power in India. Smallness in number’
is thus made up for by this combination. Now the
fourth stage is awaiting development. Thg fg.nrth
element is a spirit which enters into the genins ef
the Zountry that hasto be ruled and realises the
function of the ruler in the light of that genius. It is
the want of this fourth element that is perhaps the
cause of sur present day difficulty, The struggle
before us is, to my mind, nothing more than a
struggle for the development of this fourth element
in our rulers and ruled. When,we develop the four-
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fold combination in us, the result will' be unity
between the rulors and the ruled. This combination
is unlimited m its scope and illimitable in its endeav-
our and purpose! The ancient Aryan ideal in India
represented this four-fold combination. The ancient
Aryan, as seen in the heroes and heroines of the
Ramayana and Mohaberata have shone out as
embodiments of this four-fold combination. They
represent in them the highest valour, the highest
virtue, the highest intellect and the world-wide spirit
of sympathy and justice. This may well be the ideal
to-day fer both West and Fast. But this ideal
baving been departed from, has disappesred from
the actual life of India, and her ancient writings now
beckon to all who may read them to come under its
sway and to drink once more from its deep and
clear springs to renovate the world. It is really the.
highest Christian ideal and the highest Indian ideal
a8 \In\'i'ﬁ]]‘p 1t is really the combination of the spirit of
Jesus Christ and of Sri Krishna. * It is the ideal
which to-day we see in the best of Englishmen. The
best of our Viceroys, Governors and Lieutenant-
Governorg, the best of our Civilians against whom
Pegett M. P., ig. so hard, and the finest Uf British
soldiers and statesmen are all representatives of this
ideal. When Lord Roberts after losing his son in
the battle-field, proceeds to South Africa, to lead the
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British atmy, it reminds us of'the heroes of the
Mahabarata. When a Madras Civilian says while
giving evidence before a Commission that Indians
are fit for the highiat places not exclading evey that
of the Viceroy, he is echoing his Dbest instinct &s an.
Englishman, When Lord Minto in his breadth of
mind characterises the unrest as “the loyal unreg”,
he reminds one of the true Chmstian. When His
Excellency, Sir Arthur Lawley, wh.le in deep mourn-
ing proceeds to visit the plague-gamp in Coimba-
tore to speak kind words of syrnpatﬁy‘_to the unfortu-
nate sufferers, it strikes one as the noble spirit which
forgets its own grief in mmistering to the sick and
suffering. Even so His Excellency, Sir George
Clarke of Bombay proves hs heart-power. When
Lord Ampthill does the fight for Indians in Soath’
Africa, India 18 moved to gratitude! Instances can
be multiplied from the history of British India of
officers of comparatively humbler statiqp gha.n
Viceroys and Gbvernors, who have had to bem‘ the
‘brunf of Indian administration, 1n plague and fsmine,
in riots and sedition, and who have given their very
best, aye, their very lives in the faithful performance
of their dty. Nothing would be fagther from the
truth than a wholesale condemnation of this body
ander the epithet “official buraaucrauy

But the fact remains that there is plenty of room
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for the British to dévelop this genins and Lireadth of
mind to enter into the people’s thoughts and feelings.
It may not be possible for every one to do so. The
average man mey find it too hard astrain on him snd
80 he would prefer the normal routine of officialdom.
On the Indian side, the difficulty must be infinitely
meve to rise to this level, but the best of Indians and
the best of Englishmen feel the kinship of thought
and feeling. It won’t do to condemn the British for
the faults of a few. It won’t do to condemn the
Indians for the,¢crimes of the mad or misguided here
and there.¢ It is the small men that are the caunse of
trouble. Itis small things that to-day caunse more
irritation than big things. The Railway incidents,
the breach of etiquette, shaking or not shaking hards,
the returmng or not returning the visit to an Indian,
‘be he an officsal or non-official, 8 Maharajah, Princé or
Chief, it is these things that swell the torrent of ill-
feali‘qg, « You cannot help in a big Government
heving sowme crusty end sour epirits, who like caste
bave bacome immobile, They are like the Orthodox -
Brahman who cries at every step of Reform “Church
in danger”, How many Indians have we who are
suffering from ¢lass bias? How very sad*“that the
best of gifts, the best of governments and the best of
men, shoald all suffer for the faulte and foibles of the
medioores! Can wen not change theseP Should it
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point. It was not the position of the ancient Aryan.
The Aryan women even like the British to-day were
learned and free, but under different ideals perhaps.
Nevértheless, 1f only the Indign women could be
brought up to the level of the ancient life of India,
there would be no difficulty for the women of India and
the women of England meeting on the friendliest of
terms. The western secial life is the direct antithesis
of Modern India, mark you, not of ancient India, in
these respects. Aficient Indians, men and women,
would have mdi the British in social intercourse infi-
nitely mote liberally, I fancy, than Modern Indie.
8o then, the Indians have to advance towards better
social ideals from the point of view of their own ancient
social pelity. For the Britisher the centre of life ia
woman, the club and the dinner-table. For .the
Indian also at one time the centre of life was woman,
Without woman to guide and help, he was not fit for
the Wfe bf “Grihastha” or “house-holder.” Woman
was the mistress of the house “Grahini” Marriage
made man and woman one whole, half of which was'
the husband and the cther half, the wife. It is ex-
actly like the word “betfer-half® in English. The
chivalrous sentitsents of the West are all éntombed
in the ancient life and writings of India buf now this
real life of India is too clouded to be visible. When
it comes ouf of the cluud, the points of contact will
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require 8 G&. 0. to point ont etiquette? Btiguette
taught at the point of a G. O. while showing the
anxiety of the Government to set things right shows
also that etiquette Wus come down so far as to retjuire
8 G. O.topullit up!! It is admitted on all hands,’
that the British are, asa rule, strong, frank and good.
They are as a rule generous and just, Underneat® s
somewhat rough exterior they carry a warm heart.
But how few Indians even among the educated have
made a close study of the British, in a spihit of
disinterestedness? We want them te' move With us
closely and yet few of us have cared to’ #nove with
them closely. And the pity of it is, the social galf
between us makes understanding each other so
difficolt. How to bmdge it? Whose fanlt is it
thet Indians and Englishmen have not yet come,
together sufficiently to understand each other? It
is the social system of each that accounts fog it.
There is the hide-bound social system of In&ia éfrom
whicl the great majority of even the educated I%-
dians have not emerged. That was not the social
system of ancient India. Tt was not the system of
Arjuns apd Sri Krishna, but yet the sentiment and
prejudice of the day is, as if the anc#®nt Aryans were
‘divided irto sects and compsrtmeunts of implacable
isolation and opposition to each other. Then again,
the position of Indian women td-day is another greaf
19
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be many between England and lndia, It is to this
end we have to work.

A, Do you believe that England and India
would come to inte#marry freely at ahy time !

R.~—I do not believe in such wmarriages. Ido
not believe that they are possible very largely nor
do I think they are desirable. Herbert Spencer lofks
upon it as a Biological question. He said that marri-
age 18 healthy Leyond certain limits buj, it must be also
within certan limits. Nature is neither for marrying
too close nor teo far. She 13 for a lealthy medium.
The present Indian marriage system has e#red on the
side of marrying within too close limus. The other
extreme of trying experiments wn matrimony belween
persons divided by half the world’s girth, or by social
customs and religious sentiments which are a perpstuai.
note of opposition to each other, 4s bound fo prove as
great a failure as the other extreme. Let each sogiety
und nation devglop on its own lLines to thé heghest
poinf, and let them nevertheless break through il
stupid barriers to social intercourae. Lef each
develop all that is best 1n Art and Lafe. Let Indian
communities and clésses learn to develop the higheat
possible social unity and social effic®ncy. Let again
the Indirus and Enghshmem learn to develop the
highest possible social unity among them.

The immediate, practical and pressjng problem
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for Hindus is the fusion of sects and sub-sects of the
various csstes by inter-marriages and relieving
foreign-travel from the trammels of custom and
prejudice, and basing it on thee¢broad principles of
‘Hindnism. These changes, simple as they are, will
demand the utmost nerve and strength of all true
Intian leaders in the field of religious and social
reform. When we see that Hindu society is not yet
prepared even for these simple measures and that
caste and sect prejudices still sway the minds of
educated Indiags who are wedded to orthodoxy and
who wounld,even persecute the social Lnberals, a bill
hke the Hon’ble Mr. Basu’s Cwvil Marniage Bill cannot
but be looked upon 1n India, as attempts too revolu-
tionary to prove useful. In social matters reform
from within must be more the aim of practical
workers than reform at the pont of Legislation.
Legislation cun at best serve only as a hand-post
shewipg «he direction but 1t cannot compel an
un'willing people to take the road. Here are words
pregnalit with wisdom uttered by His Excellency
Bir Arthur Lawley. They are so true, so eloguent
and se much to the point that [ ge them. He said
speaking at St. Amdrew’s Dinner of 1910 in Madras:—

“I'ake for example these Constitutional Reforms.
We borrow from Hngland a system, a polity whose
fgundations are the work of centuries of popular and
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demooratic evolution, @ ul we apply it to a partioular
communism in which caste is the basio principle of
every indigenous system, whether political or sooial.
I have no desire whatever to disparge the amncient
institations of Hindunism, but around that venerated’
and wonderful system known as “caste” have arisen
prejudices and forms and procedures which héve
become anachronistic, out of date, and sadly out ef
harmony with modern 1deas of progress and civilisa-
tion. 1t is the removal of the unwholssowe excrescences
which have grown out of the caste systin that 1 so ear-
nestly desire. Some of them have taken the form of
customs which find observance in Hindu society and
accord ill with the principles uud ethics which give
inspiration snd motive power to our eduoational
system, so that it seems well mgh 1mpossible to bring._
" the liberal sp.rit ot a Western School into harmony
with the conservative spirit of the Hastern home. ; Or
again in social matters ! Look ut the gulf sbetgveen
East and West? Ir what way 1 16 to be spunned,?
By what means is the chasm to be bridged 7 Fo this
question I can find no answer so long as rigid
exclusiveness is insidted on by the old world code of
social observances which still regulases Hindu life.
It is not the caste systemn that,l would demolish, but
the walls of prejudice und suspicion which have

been built around that system fo bar thg ingress ok
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modern thought and science and progress. It is for
this that [ would earnestly plead to my Indian
friends, far beyond the walls of this room, that they
should rally their forces to tl.e advancement of
social reform, if they really desire to draw more
closely the bonds of friendship and sympathy
between rulers and ruled ; if they would render the
Indian home more capable of assimilating the liberal-
ising spirit of Western education, and if they would
ensure u sabisfacvory answer to the question “How
will the new Ri 'orms succeed ?”

That ;3 a big question. For myself I believe
they will succeed. 1 want them to succeed as I am
sure every Knglishman does who has the welfare
of India ab heart, and 1 an confident that each one
of us will nse his ntmost endeavour to ensure that
they shall be successful. But, as Lord Minto has
truly said, 1t is upon the people of India and their
leades tuat the future depeuds. Aund that 18 why
to-mght 1 have veatured to pnt forward however
crudely and cursorily, the plea that the next great
advance muy be on the part of the Indians themselves
and 1n the direction which 1 have indicated. 1 know
that infinite cour ige, infinue toil and iutinite patience
are demunded of those who would scale the citadel
of caste und plant on its topwost pinnacle the banner
nf social reform, but great will be their reward,”
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Thos&Who have not the heart for this great work
conld hardly find justification at the bar of their own
conscience.

But it cannot ¥e denied that it is to-day “quite
possible for the Indians and Englishmen ,to have s
system of social interconrse, provided they are
prepared to meet each other half way. The Indavs
are fast giving up the ideals of “Don’t Touchism”
and “Don’t Seeism”, In Kurope, vegetarian dinners
and vegetarian Restaurants sre®not wanting. At
vegetarien dinners Indians and Eaglishmen may
-well meet. At even mixed dinners the ®vegetarian
side may have its place. Social gatherings are now
quite common where meat has no place. The “cup
that cheers but does not inebriate” is the centre
rognd which all may meet. The Indians must br
prepated to meet freely and frankly at such parties.
If they cannot gev over their prejudices even se far,
they cannot elgim social intercourse. 1t is !he‘spmt
of friendliness that is of the essence of soclal. intor-
course, With Englishmen sociality without touching
the stomach is abaurd and uninteresting. There can
be no frlendlmaas in the misanthrophic aloofness
that tabooes everything down to a cftp of tea. There
can be no genuine conversation and hearty exchange
of thoughts, without some social cement which binds
all without difference. The sp'rit of alopfness leads
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to unsympathy and unsympathy is misunderstanding.
The Englishman wisely tabooes the personal element
from social and convivial moments. “Talking shop” is
the height of social offence. Wrangling and discugsion
in an unsociable thing. The average educated Indian
knows not what it is to avoid unpleasant and contro-
versial topics or to avoid “talking shop” or avoid
trying to purh the self in social moments when men
are supposed to breathe the air of disinterested and
selfless calm and pleasure. A pleasant half hour
every evening (issociated from the cares of self or
the pricks ‘of life is the ideal of English club life. Id
an English club afew healthy rules make for the
club life, and woe to him who breaks them. Respect
for ench other's feelings, respect for the harmony of
“he entire body and the spirit before which the
Colonel and the Subaltern are equalised, these consti-
tate “he essence of English club life. There is uo
cliqué¢ thére by twos and threes. There is no talk-
irr:g aghs.inst each other there. There is no party
gpirit shere which mars the general concord. There
is nothing like consciousness of power or office in
club. All are equal and woe to thie man who betrays
any touch of self-consciousness, Implicit c:bediance
to these ideas and principles form the basis qf English
club life. Into an Indian club you go, and in two
days yon kpow who afe particularly thrown together
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and what they talk about day after day. The same
twos and threes come together as by somse spirit of
schism. But in an English club, you cannot make
out which two are #ore particularly attached to each
other than which other two. They are all so clubba~-
ble that you only know you are one of the lot and
your function is to make others happy and find yonr
own happiness in that of the club-life in general. If
two are at Billiards, others may not shout and talk
bat may only look on. Others Tnay not even walk
except gently so as not to disturb tWe players. Peace
and quiet, mirth and jollity, play and fufl, these are
the elements of club and clubbability, The Enghgh-
man’s definition of home is “peace and comfort”.
His club is the place to recoup the lost energies
apd cement good feeling. We have yet to leata
club-life. Isit to be had by compelling others to
open the door for us on pain of newspaper attecks?
What a silly jdea ? Isit to be had for cum?nn.ﬂdiqg 8
genpleman to propose you and if he dges mok
exclaim “see, how badly I am treated?” No, a
thousand times, no; it is mot to be hud for forcing
the doogs open. It can be had with the gentle touch
and what is conveyed by the qualification “gentle-
manlinews”, at once so easy and difficalt. A
thousand little things and details of cheerfal self-

abnegation go to form the “;?efltleman’;. Once it a
20
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Railway journey I bappened to mest & Civilian of a
well-known English family, who defined “gentleman”
and brought ﬁnﬂar the definition all that was good
and fioble. He went on pointifig out the traits of
& .“gentleman” from the collar and the necktie.
But he did not stop with these superficialities.
He' went on and on, and pointed out how a
“gentleman” was the very soul of honour and
virtne and Low in the midst of wealth and power
he was but & kindly man moving amongst his kind,
absolutely uncofiscious of self. He pointed out how
a “gentlemin” was the very pink of courtesy and
how he should be ashamed of himself if he did not
wish properly his very gardener or syce. When I
told him how his code of gentlemanliness was broken
i Indis, he simply said “such people are not gentle-
men”, 1 pointed out to him that while I had come
across eo many who were unexceptionable for trae
gentlema'uliness, there were those who were far from
thé mark and they were responsible for irritation
and friction. Those who curse and swear, who do
not even return & good morning propar]y, who are
supercilious in their behaviour, who thmk rough-
riding and bad manners a symbol of authorlty and
who in the Railway journeys “damn the niggers” and
won’t travel in the same compartment with them,
these are thg worthies who have brought discredit on

T
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the fair nkme of England. Thers must be all over
the world persons of this class. You find them in
every society perhaps. Each society has its own
soums who “boss jt over the show®. It isin the
blood. All well-bred men, all the world over, are the*
same in gentle and good manners: I, for one, can
look with pride and pleasare on my social moments
and social calls with Englishmen sll these years and
say that on the whole, I have had only a pleasant
and interesting tume of it. The rgisshapen units of
the West with whowm I had an unpleagant experience
T nan count on my finger ends, while thegnumber of
those Europeans, civil and wmilitary, official and non-
official of the right side, I can re-count by scoref.
Not a few of these have been persons of the highest
station, caling and birth; and 1t is such a pleasure,
and instructien to meet them. It1s from them one
learns to appreciate and adwmire the British, 'l;hair
life and example are so high and inspiring, &0 goble
and generous fhat it 18 only bare truth to say, th}t
*we hive to work up a lot to come up to that.I8vel of
thinking and feeling. It is not for us to appreciate
ourselves, It is for others to tell us what they think
of us. 'Mhe British are adopting agwrong policy in
sayiug all the good things about each other at dinner-
tables and at political functions exolusively Buropean,
It would be more appropriutesif we said it abouf



156

them. Likewise it won't do for us to blow our own
trumpets and say we are equal to anything. Itis
for others to say what we are good at. This is the
end ef all true ‘social function where politics and
prejudice are eliminated. I might juﬂi; point out
how Englishmen differ from us. The average
Enylishman is strong and insular. One has to get
at him. Whatever he comes to hold, he holds strong-
ly. His likes and dislikes are strong, but, as a rule,
they are honést. [fitis hard to dislodge him from his
opinions, there js his other trait coming to his rescue
and that i§_ his frankness. If he is shown to he in
the wrong, he at once makes amends for his mistakes.
The Englishman carries the palm for appreciation of
merit wherever found. He is fair and generous. An
uEughsh Military Ofticer writing from England to an
Indian said, “Give my salams to all,—including “my
syce and grass-cotter”. It is England’s just pride
that fhey extend the rght hand to merit. They are
just and generous 1o their estimate® of men. As a
mattet of fact, to-day they are giving us more liberallys
than what Indians themselves are prepared to concede
to their own countrymen | ! This must sound strange
but 18 true neveptheless. Take club-life for example.
‘I'be Indian has to confess that club-life has not get
come to hira s 1t has cowe to the Englishmen. Lt is
Slowly coming here snd there. But it is yet in the
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coming; it has not yet come. Every one feels the
superior powers of organisation of the British, ke ib
for plessure or profit, conquest or administration,
courage and salf-aacnﬁce, ora lofty sense of duty
and genuiné pa.t.rlotlsm Every one feels that ig
spite of our efforts to orgamse and co-operate all
these years, we aro just learning she first lessong in
the art of combiuation and co-operation, 1 sacrificing
smalier interests for larger ones and in sinking the
personal to the public side of hife. The Indians must
run their clubs on the principles ok, English club. 1o
Jthe meanwhile, the Englhshmen must slacken a bit
of their 1cy coldness towards Indinng® and throw
their clubs open to them, That 1s one way of helpigg
social intercourse.  See how Free Masonry has
brought the two together. It 1s marvellous. The
kd@ynote 1s harinony aund he who is not up to it and
cannot tune himself to 1t is lost, One hour of this
intermingling of hearts 1s worth a hundred, sefmons
and a thousamd lectures which bore you to deaqah..
*Why do Enghshmen display a genersl gversio#
to admitting Indians to their club? You say it is race-
biss; but that 18 oply part of the trath. ltis alsoa
fear thet the peace of the club-life might be rudely
broken by ignorance and want of d‘almacy of thought
and expression. But thut might be got over easily,
provided the Indians would cquiorm to the rules of
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the English club, and the Englishmen wotld meet
the Indisns on a friendly footing. As it is, English
club-life is, on. the whole, unduly rigid and exclusive,.
It looks very much like the exclumvauaas of the
Indls.n caste. Those who are wagmg war againat
the exclusiveness of caste cannot but deplore the
congequences of exclusiveness of the English club-
life as having & tendency to keep up race-bias. It
can dono good. It has done and is doing great
harm. How to mipimise it must be every good man’s
concern.

I know of one Indian club at least where.tha
insoluble dlhicuit.y is “Tourh not the Brahman cup;
far the non-brahmans there is another.” The non-
brahmans have broken away as a matter of self-
respect. 1t is mgh time something was done by the
HBoglishmer and Indians towards a common club-lite,
Because 1 believe that the English club-life, if
thrown open to Indians, is bound, in the long run, to
nake for a proper and currect understartding between
thé twg classes. To the lundian, 1t will prove' an
education in itself. To the Englishman, he would
understand the lndian better. The fear that some
undesirables may, get into the club is the faar that
must apply to all classes. Does not one often heusr
of the unclubbables among Europeans? But they
wre not tabooed. Thgy are either tolerated or only
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made to find their level. In one English_club, I
know that almost all the countries of Europe were
represented. It wasamost miscellageous club so to
speak. Evem Europeans bearing no friendly feélings
towards England and with no qualifications worth
the name and with even one or two positive dis-
qualifications, were free to be members of this club.
But no Indian would perhaps have been admitted.
Baut side by side with it and as u keen contrast, there
was another club cowposed of the®inest elements of
English club-life. It was there, I foind what club-
Tite was, and what a delight it was to sfnd one’s
evenings there. I found that the real attraction of
the English club-life lay generally in its heartiness,
freedom and harmony.



BRIDGE-MAKING.

R.—Let me emphasise that withont England we
could hardly realjse this great ideal of ancient India.
Without England again we can hardly work it.
Nay, with‘?ut. fingland, we could barely prepatwp tha.
ground for it. Literally.then and withoul any figure
nf speech, in turning away from Eagland or breaking
with her, we are kicking the ladder by which we
ascended, while hardly we have got on the first rung
yet and when we have ever so many rungs to adeend,
before becoming anything in the world. But England
has fo begin the most trying of her task with India
#1st now. This is the hourand the n¥ed for the hour
is felt all round, but the Englishman has nut yes
realired it and is puzzled at the sitnation and knows
not what to do The seditionists are in a fit of
madness and f?rget the need for the guéding hand
and think it can do without England. A mighty
effort is needed on the part of both Eifgland and
India in facing the gituation. There isno use regret-
ting the past. There is no use trying to re-write on
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the slate of the past what might have been written
on both sides. It is vain specalation and it is wisdom
perhaps to raﬁoénise that there is not {o the thought-
ful mind much room*for regret because on the whole,
England and India have both done splendidly
together. 1s it not silly to think of mending the
past without working in the present? Ts it not silly
to hold up the picture of wrongs and weaknesses on
both sides, instead of pointing out the strong and
good points on which alone the futlre can be built?
It is easy to write any smount of parfisan literatare
to belittle England or blacks1 [ndia. Buf truth is
neither there nor here. Seditious literature is careg,
fully planned on the principle of writing HKngland
and Englishmen dowp to a terrible indictinent before
the sorld or before the young. It is as easy tos
write down Indis for all its past weaknesses and
wrongs. Itis again essy for the political prese of
the bitter partigan type on both sides to nul?:.ig.o in
putusl recrimination and fault-finding so that thd
result might be more of distance between the two
countries and less of kinship. But no good can
come out gf such a policy. One is tempted to exclaim,
“save us from the political partisfn press, be it
Indian or £nglo-Indian,” but it 18 this dreadful game
played by the political partisan press all over that ia
now bearing the bitter fruit. The Hughishpsn id
21
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natarally trustful and simple. But the Indian is by
nature distrustfal even with his own countrymen.
The Englishman fiuds that his trustfulness and simpli-
city are taken undue advantage ot and sdys he should
have nothing to do with people who have not been
prevared to see his good side and who would only
see the dark spots in him. He then exclaims in a
spirit of deapair, “I have trusted so long and worked
8o hard and yet the result is discouraging.” The
Indian says in return: “This is hard. However
trying it might be, it is still true that trust begets
trust, and‘ distrust distrust.” Let there be “room
gnough for all of us who would cling ever and
anon to Kagland and who would still link Eng-
lund and India together. Let England know that
Lven while ander the greatest trial she must kcow
her frisnds from her foes. Let the best of us be’
adm:trted troely sud fraukly into her counsel and let
ug work' toget.her in a spint of trae comradeship with-
out any difference. It is not so much a guestion of,
place or preference but it is pre-eminently a question of
confidence between the rulers and the ruled. Itisa
question of recognition of the principle of trug Imperial
unity between England and India. Thus the units
among Indians who beiong to the school ¢f Imperial
Unity have in them the true cement for the process of
‘bridgepmaking between Englund and India. Bat
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I am told that it is not so easy to make out friends
from foes. I am also told that while those who have
openly declardd hostility against t.ha_B.ritish Govern-
went are easily understood, the difficulty is in ffading
out who constitute the rank and file of the following
of the seditions school. But all the same, the policy
of suspicion and distrust is not to be carried"too
far. I know what it is for a handful of foreigners
ruling over millions to find at a time of trial and
trouble in administration, that those on whom they
oou!d depend are after all so few and I know from
petednal experience what it is to be served badly by
our surroundings in attérs of the highest adminis-
trative well-being for the public at large. I know
some of the most sympathetic and kindly of officers
whose whole service will bear the strictest scrutigy
for British sympathy and fair-play, who trusted their
sorroundings to help them at a time of sore trpuble
and unrest, bat. who got in return nothing Bub'bibhar'
disappoiutment. The result of such experience cing
not but make even the best of us, Indian or‘ﬁnglish,
feel that we do not know where we are, but yet I know
of no other way of ‘getting over the difficulty except
by mixiﬂg more freely with the pick and flower of
Indians gpnd try to understapd them. 15 years ago
in writing to “The English Magazine and Review”
about “Englishmen and Englishwomen in Indiad,
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I pointed ont the disastronus consequences of want of
mutual understanding between the rulers and the
ruled. I went,the length of saying that & G. O. may
well 'be issued stating that at évery impbrtant station
there should be & mixed club of Earopeans and
Indians which all officers at least would be expected
to foster and develop. Then again, I pointed out

years before the sedition-troubles that the signs of

the times proved more than ever the necessity for &
correct understsm(iing between the rulers and the
ruled. Had olly something been done all these
years by boch Indians and Englishmen to bring;f)'out
# certain amount of fellowship and good feeling o0 a3
to bring the best of us together somewhat on the
basis of Free Masonry, we should not be to-day

Ltill discussing the problem of social intercoursecand
despairing alike about its solation ; bat it is never'
too !ntefto try the good experiment. Now more than

eyer, there is need for it. Instead ofsgrowing hope-
1éss oyer the situation, there is yet any amounmt of
room for Indians and Englishmen to set themsalvaa
about making the bridge. Because the number of

those who could be relied upon is small gt a given
time, it does ‘ot follow either that this number

could not be incredsed, much less that even

they should not be taken into confidence unre-

tervedly. (There is an erroneous idea among some
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that the Pest way of working sedition out is to work
it entirely through British instrnments trusting ®s
little as possible to the Indian. Thie is radically
wrong. Inavar, ine sport, in admin®tration god in
patting down sedition the best of Indians and the
best of Englishmen, British soldiers and Indian
sepoys have to work in true comradeship. The kmow-
ledge of the Indians, side by side, with the grit
of the DBritish can alone face the situation,
Wherever I go, be it in British India or Native
States, the one thing I hear frgm the highest
of Ifdians, official or non-official is the need of the
moment for this feeling o® comradeship between the
British and the Indians. 'T'here are so many who
would serve but the best of them feel that somehow
or other there has not been enough of confidence
reposed in them. By all means, choose your officefa
and men, but having chosen them, trust them even
as you do your own men. If even the best ¢f ga who
would g]adly give or who have gladly given !my'
amount of proof of fidelity to England, ba,!nnde 3
feel by some of your own officers as if even they
should be kept at & distance, is it not sad? Be it
noted that what the anarchists probably want is
exactly tp undo the bridge and widen the breach.
Nothing would perhaps more gladden the heart of the
seditionist than to see the rujers and the ruled cut
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off without touch’ and trust, but that i% the very
reason why the doors must be thrown open for the
best men on ¢the Indian side to come into the Chamber
of State and the Chamber of locpl administration so
that sedition might see that in spite of its efforts to
undo the bridge, the process of bridge-making will
goeon only all the more vigorously., One is often
tempted to exclaim with the author of “The Prince of
Destiny”*0 England, I hardly know what to do.While
there is so muchto admire in Thee for all that is
great and good, there is so much to deplore for thy
fanlts and fa.:]mgs
AT Vst say that qour tribute to England is
touching. With more men of your creed, I should
never despair of muaking the bridge; but what do you
consider to be the chief of these faults and failings?
Y R.—Foremost among them I would say is Red--
tapism. The one great rule which s above all rules,
is thyt Jhe object of rule is to help justice and good
- gevernment. Red-tape must give way before trath
and jorfice. Too much of rules and red-tap; are’
likely to reproduce in grim reality the story of the
doctor who pronounced & living toan on board dead
and there was nq help for the hving man‘who was
exclaiming that he was salive except to be thrown
over-board because the doctor had pronounced him
dead! 1 knowof a Manicipal Secretary-—and he was
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only the type of this class of red-tape men and he
nsed to give endless trouble to the Municipal adminis-
tration by his remarkable knack foc applying G. Os.
and B. P's. sd'as to work hardship, Hehad, Desides, the
knack of offending everybody. The Municipal Chair-
man was a good old Divisional Officer who for want
of time had delegated all his powers to this unpop8lar
Secretary. Plague was raging 1n the neighbourhood.
Passport holders were pouring into this place ‘Wwhere
this Municipal Becretary was h#lding sway. To
bring things to a climax, a banya eshop had to be
disinfected on account of suspected plagye infection.
The Secretary went to do the disinfection one mora-
ing with his buckets and thotties and his belted
knights each with a cane in hand which 1s an emblem
of Municipal anthority. Within a few minutes aftgr
the Municipal staff reached the shop, a menacing
mob, thousands strong composed of Muhammegans
and Hindus, ;surrounded the Municipal S®r8tary |
Thegaxles of the wheels of his cart had been mmov‘ed
and the Municipal Secretary was, by no meah?;, in an
enviable position, He had the goud sense to send
word to fhe Muuicifml Chairman. He was there at
once on the spot, and he took thessituation in at a
glance. All he conld do was to make np his mind that
it required firmness and tact and that 1t would be dis-
astrons to show the white fedther. It would havwe
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been equally so to plunge precipitately into tactless
measures. He kept parleying with the mob on the
one side, and ‘sent information to the Police and the
Distget M:;gist;nte on the other, taking care that it
did not leak out on the way. Shortly after, came the
Police and the District Magistrate who was an
Indfan. ''he mob began slowly to disperse and they
were told what a simple thing it was that was going
to be done for their benelit, and proceeded quietly to
do the disinlectioi. The thing ended quietly.
When 1t was found that more than half the cause of
the trouble was due to the previously piled up acts of
odnm and unpopulsnsy ot this red-tape Municipal
b'%cret.a.ry, the first,thing the Uhairman had to do was
after consulting the District Magistrate to relegate
bym stricely to the desk as hus proper pluce and tgke
the adminstration himself, He commenced obstrue-
tave gactics. He wouald send him buadles of pspers
for didputial to trighten hun by their bajk. He would
pext point out in the nawe of G- U’s. and B. P’s. how
the Cheframuan’s orders were wrong. But the Chairman
found more often than not that while his guotation
was correct, his misapplheation ‘was due t‘m.har to
ignorance or wors, He had only one of two courses
open 1o him either to strctly limit his functions or to
allow the adwinistration to become & scandal. He did
the former gnd I shoufd think with nothing but good
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results. The less we have red-tape of this sort in
administration, the better will it be for all concerned.

‘While red-tepe is & weapon which uiaﬁy & desk-man
may wield ifnocent?y, it must not be forgottod that
it is very often wielded by the vicious unnderlings in’
all departments. It is remarkable how the Sherista-
dar either of a Collector or a District Judge May
carry point after point cleverly and ingeniously in
apite of all the care yon take. A high-placed civilian
remarkable for his strength and &mmonsense nlike,
told me very humorously how he oace got tired of
the tactics played by petty men in the ngme of petty
rules, to the detriment of good men and good govern-
ment alike. He told me how he had come across
subordinate officers who tried to prevent him in fol-
lowjng the healthier and higher principles of admj-
nistration in the name of following minor rules. He
said, “whenever rules, G. O.s. and B. P.s. gere
pointed out to,me as a piece of obstructive fBcttes, I
slways overcame them by saying that the rules werey
all meant to help and not hinder the right‘t’)ing or
the right man, and t..'hn.b when they were sought to be
applied  to hinder the right thing or the right
man, the best thing was to disreg#rd them.” This
spirit is badly needed in solving many an administra-
tive problem, where the Government is sought to be
put into the meshes of the lettér of the rples at the

k2
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cost of the epirit. The extent to which Red-tepism
has permented almost all the Departments of admi-
nistration is agtonishing, and the grim humgnr of the
sitution is that those who perpétrate it, are hardly
conscious of it. The evil has gone so far as to affect
evgn Departments which might be well expected to
be free from it. Scrupulous conformity to mamool
and Red-tape has come to invade us so completely
that any deviation from it, however essential and
desirable in the pﬁblic interests, is looked upon almost
in the light of & calamity ! The hesds of all Qepart-
ments mus rise above it and infuse a new spirit in
pdministration. Red-tapism cannot be more aptly
described than as the spirit of caste crystallised in
officialdom. Just as Hindu Society wants its small
coors and windows to be replaced by bigger ones so
88 to admit more light and air, even so, should the
offieial doors and windows be replaced by bigger ones
a a . .

89 a8 to let in plenty of fresh air and ¥ght. A great
deal h‘m been done by the government in the eright,
direction and what is wanted is the attitude of mind
on the part of all concerned which would welcome
the change instead of offering it resisiangs, msif a
healthy deviati®fa from dmmemorial wusage wonld
bring down the very Heavens on our heads




CHAPTER VIII

THE BRITISH POLICY.

A.—What are the defects in the British poliey
and what are the changes needed therein?

R.—This is the most vital gnd yet the most
difficult problem to solve. But solyed it must be,
for off that depends the fate of India. Indian politi-
cal parties sre yet nebulous. The names of the
British political parties can bear no very clofe
resemblance to the names of the Indian political
par.t.ies. Any conclusion or comparison based upon
mere fancy or superficial similarities between the
parties here and the parties there, can lead to no
practical gocd It will only tend to obseums. our
vision regardmg the vital points of difference betwelan
the British politics and Indian politics. l‘ha'Brltlsh
political parties have for their basis the way in which
their social, industrial and political interests are
aﬁect-ed.by thew. So before thgy British political
parties cquld bear any vital rgsemblance to the Indian
political parties a great and radical change must
take place in Indian sociologys The terms “Liberals,
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Conservatives, Socialists, Unionists,” etc., have no
meaning in Indian politics. That 18 why the party
politics of Enfland ought to have notlting to do with
the I=dian’ administration. Indis must be above
‘party .politics. That is why the best of rulers and
administraters in India must quickly eschew their pet
priffeiplee or prejudices of party politics and must
apply themselves to work out the best form of Govern-
ment for India agreeably to her own genius, traditions
and conditions. T¥ie distinction between Conserva-
tives and Libera}s has been really wiped out in the
Indian adwigistration, because Laberals or Conferva-
tives coming to Indie had Lo leave aside their respect-
ife political creeds and work on what seemed to
them best for the good of India. So the idea of linking
I:I.ldlu. with any particular party in England as a]gna
condueive to its progress and prosperity will turn out
on examination to be unfounded. ln fact, the
Liberals®aay be opposed to the Conservatives and
phlok that Conservatives deserve only to be thrown
overbodmd. That is English politics. But in Indisn
politics the truth may be that Conservatives bave
done more good to India than Liberals. It is a very
common thing ingIndia to mistake that the' Liberal
in Eoglish pohtics is likely to be more friendly te
India than the Conservative. This is due to a sort of
vegne votion in the dondian mind that the word
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“Liberal” ‘imports “progressiveness” while the word
“Conservative” denotes the opposite, The truth is
perhaps that ‘great and il'ustrious ‘namea may be
mentioned of Englishmen whether Liberal’or C8nser-
vative who have proved themselves friends and
benefactors of India without regard to any difference
in their political creeds. This s the tendency that
India requires irom sll Englishmen who love India
and have no idea of propagating their own politi-
cal creed here. Taking the worldls “Conservative”
and “Liberal” mnot in the worst gense, but in
their “very best, the word “Conservatjve” should
mean the principle of consbrving whatever is guod
in the present, while the word “Liberal” may import
the principle of taking a step in advance though at
the cost of breaking a bit from the old moorings,
"I'his is the right side of Conservatism aud Liberalism.

The wrong side of Conservatisin 1s to cling to whatqver
is old or anciegt regardless of merit or wortd, While
t.hB wrong mde of Liberalism 1s to break ever bhu:ug
"ld and ancient in an Iconoclastic or Uto piaft ‘spurit.

India 18 pre-eminently conservative both in the
right seuse and 10 the wrong sense. It clings to its
past with intense devotion. It will 20t yet give up a
great many things which are injurious to her and

whose sole merib is that they are old. India is now
coming to realise more aud mord_tully the right side®
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of Consarvatism and the necessity for perserving
Indian life and polity at its best on ancient linea"of
Indian thought fnd wisdom. If Indid succeeds in
passitg from her wrong Conservakism of ages to the
Tright Conservatism of ancient India, 1t would be true
to her national instincts. That is apparently the trend
of Ihdia’s future, as it strikes the most thoughtfal
of minds, Now the present tendency of British
politics 18 just the other way. 1t is beginning to
lose itself into th& Liberalism of the wrong type-
It is fast descemding into the abyss of socialism
which Indiaywill never accept. England hersell can-
not stand it for any length of time. Itis like the
n.tfuampt to muke the cone stand on its apex. Indis
18 too sound, tuo old and, if | may say, too wise for
speialistic experiments. England herself will pass
throogh the wave of socialism and when it comes to
the grest, will have to veer round somewhat violently
to coBsdtvatism of the lndian type. 1, have an ides
that tl:e West itself will somé day ha.va to adop} t.ha
Indian fdeals of polity when 1tis tired of all her
experiments in the schocl of sosialism and when it
finds that, as long as the world lasts ‘t.here is no
equalising the Newton and the idiot, and *therefore
the theory that every .man is as good as gnother or
which comes to the same thing us bad as another, is
%o politics ,the mosy® msleading snd dengerous of
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doctrines. 1t is just possible that the most demo-
cratic of countries in the West may come to adopt in
course of time a system of Olignrclly qr & limited
form of Monnrcby as about the best. At any rate,
in the Eastern horizon and in the Eastern hemisphere
this form of government ulone bids fair to de a
success. The sovereign in the Eastis like the sun
which can never be dimmed by the satellites and
stars, The great guestion, therefore, is whether
when one country rules another, the ruling power
should study and follow the genins%f the country it
rales, or whether it shonl‘d try its oww experiments
in the main departments of life. Till now the'
British Government has been following in her
methods too much of the western forms paying no
head to the Eastern ideals. This has proved a sour2e
of weakness and troubls. The unexpected has
happened. The representative form of Goggrphent
was ushered hy the British rule, bit by bitin ewqr
80 wany ways. It was puat in the Mgmclpa.i’
Councils snd Local Boards 4sa echeme of Iocal
self-government. It was put in the .election of
Dewastanam Committees for electing members. It
was putyin the Legislative Council *for helping the
Government with its criticism® It has come to domi-
nate usin the form of non—oﬂicis.l majorities. Havmg-
thus created the frame work of. rhpresantahva goverp-
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ment, the spivit of the people demands the frnition of
that form. This is only natural. Having tasted of the
popular form o{ government and havmg been tanght
%0 Took upon it as the political id%al to ‘be reached,

the people want more and more of popular power and
less and less of official control. The village Reddy
whose vote was till now solicited, iz now looked upon
as an nnnecessary and tronblesome official appendage.
Even the Tahsildar is likewise spurned. The
higher f anctionarics share the same fate. The people
exhibit the spirft of impatience of official control
and wish toso away with it. This is all well and
good if the people could 'mnnsge their affairs with
the high character and disinterested devotion to
public interests which could ensure efficiency and
fasedom from corruption in the absence of gny
official control and guidance. Otherwise Local self-
government could not pass beyond the stage of
gﬁne;ou: experiments at the cost of efficiency and
wdfscipljne. Popular power end popular chamcter
are “not’ necessarily synonymous with each other.
The development of poputar chagaoter should be the
firat to aim at before the popular form could succeed.
The Native Steies seeing the difficulty under
Eastern conditions of developing populare character
on & large scale have wisely given it upasa hope-
fosn task and adopted’their ewn lines of progress ard
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efficiency. Rut the spirit of the British Government
is not compatible with absolutism. It is therefore
struggling to'mix up its own formsho¥f free govern-
ment with riental forms. The urﬁy escaps “out of
the meshes thus created is for the British to. adopt
quickly the forms most suited to India, It would be
a mistake however to perpetrate absolutism any longer.
We see that it will no longer do. What then does
India want? It wants according to the genius of the
people peace and plenty, and ¢he people and the
Government to be welded togethar as a composite
whole by the bonds of sympathy and identity of
interests. 1t does not cars for forms of government..
A system of government where the rulers and the
roled wre in full and complete touch is the only
sglution. The Government must work the peop)]a’n
cause in all directions. Whatever concerns the
best interests of the people in trade, commerce, arts,
science and jndustry must become fully add 'ﬁamp]a}-
tely the interests of the government, India o8
never known in her history separation of tReé govern-
ment from the pec;ple and the people have never had
the iﬂa& of working anything by themselves withouat
government control and governmant protection. Now
when they are asked to manrage their affairs without
the Government's active help they feel cut off from

therr wonted fountaig of lifq and display want? of
" ; 2
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vitality and strength. This is looked upon as failure
on the part of the people to develop capacity for
self-government. Bat it may mean’ that such a
systeri, being out of tune with the people’s life in
India, requires the restoring of the old and time-
bhonoured relations between the people and the
Government. For instance, the religious endowmenta
when severed from the government control have
become impossible of management by the people.
But the moment “he Government ocontrol is sub-
stituted as in Native States, tkey will go on efficient-
ly and satisfactorily, Bven so indastry, tradé and
c~ummerce when left to the people themselves to
work out on western lines of thought and action
are found to collapse, but, if they are pushed on with
tha nid of the Government, will show fresh signs of
life and growth. Likewise the spirit of work should
be one of free inter-mingling of the rulers and the
juled €8 mdispensible parts of the goverpment based
n;.on a spirit of the highest Imperial unity in cargry-
ing on the great Government. It will become Impe-
rial in the true sense and not in the narrow and res-
tricted one. The higher officers, Indian and British
and the officers of gubordinate ranks as well com-
posed of the varions classes, Indian or Ewropean,
should at once be made to realise a common feeling
of comradeship in the sdministration of the country
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koowiag no difference of creed or caste. The Geivin~
ment musk be the sole arbiter in the choice of men
for all high oﬁ.oes and the officers thys soleoted will
be animated by a spirit of complete sl:lbortfinntiop to
the lmperialinterests and aspiritof equality in the sense
of equal opportunities to all wnd equal treatment to
merit. All will be bound exactly by the same duties
and the same rights. All this is, of course, subject
to the indigpensible condition of maintaining the ir-
reducible mimmum of British element in the adminis-
tsation of the coantry. Otherwise it would cease to
be British Governmenf and British administration
alike; but it would be Indiun admifistration wi?ﬂ'ﬁlu’-
British army to guard and to step in anly %hen
there are internal dissensions. We know of no
government lLke this in the world. Englynd is
here to role and not wmerely to watch a game
of lndian politics. ~What we want s sthe best
formn of British . Rule counsistently with- efficignay
of Government and the progress and pr‘(&rihy
of the peopls and not merely an ‘ever-receding
shadow of thesBritish Government, before a game of
Inuian Democracy. The basic principle is the Imperial
unity of interests and not the leakening of the power
or the prestige of the British Rule. Under the spirit
of true Imperisl unity the friction between the
éfficial 24 non-official st disappears
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The Native Princes and Chiefs will feel in this
Imperial system that their ancient ideals .and rights
will be preserved anf respected so Ionq_as they realise
that they are part of the British Empire. The social
and religious reformation of the country, if it cannot
be directly worked by an alien Government could be
helped a great deal by the sympathetic Sovereign
towards attaining it. All these may appear Utopian,
but in troth it is not 8o No people will obey more
cheerfully the mandates of the Sovereign power in all
concerns of life from the biggest to the smallest than
the people of India. 'What they require is merely to
“uv .ogen in hand-in & friendly spirit and shown the
way. The unrest of the disloyal and seditious
is bound to disappear. We are told that the
worst .1edit.iomst.s even, do not want the British
Rule to go out. On the other hand, they
are fully mware that 'if the British go away,
Indig },will lose herselt in chaos. ¥or the
Britica to leave ludiu now will be comparatively
nothing Jor Kagland but a terrible blow to India
from which she can nevor recover. For the British to
sever from JIndia at this time and at this juncture
even a8 & trial and an experiment will be very like
leaving the millions entrusted by Providende to
Briton in a helpless stage. Let not unrest even for
a mon:mpt tatse gny ru\mlnigm of feeling ©n the parft
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of England towards India. This is the hour of trial
for England and Indis alike. This id' the hour of
danger. 1t reqdires more than ;.?_Ol' *the Fallest
strength and the greatest sympathy on the part of
England not to forsake the great trust reposed in her
of uplifting India. On the part of {ndia, the*duly to
England is not less but more. What is now wanted
on her part is not passive loyalty but loyalty of an
active, robust kind to the British throne more than
ever before. Locked band in hand, England and
India have to prove that the bonds of true lmperial
unity must constitute the hife of lnd_,m’s future and
pot severance from the British® over-lordsmp. ‘The
highest good that India way yet achieve can be
achieved only with Britain over us and her unlimited
sympathy for India,

The Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale ssks for a declaration
from His Majesty, the King-Emperor, -on uie’ groat
occasion of the Delha Durbar of a democratic forn gf
government &s the’sud aad aun of the-Brinkh Rule.
I quite agree that the great and memorable occasion
is one eminently  befitting the declaration of the
policy to be pursued by the Grovernment and it would
constitate the Great Proclamation of the year 1911.
But the question is, what is the policy to be declared?
LordsMorley himself .daclnﬁ emphstical}y .thas a

Parliaments.y form of Goveriment for India is no? his
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goal. What then is it to be? I, for one, wouyld much
sooner dsc]ura if to be one of Limited Monarchyrmth
a Council to ha!p and with a MemUer of. the Royal
Famly enthroned for ever more in Delhi, the
ancient and venerable Indrapraetha as our Indian
Sovereign and Protector, aud pledged to carry out
even more fully tham hitherto these gracious words
of the Proclamation of 1858:

“In their prosperity will be our strength ; in
their contentmeunt oar security: and in their gratitude
our best reward. And wmay the God of all ﬁowar
z:ant to US, gnd to those in anthority under US,
strength to carry out those onr wishes for the good
of Our puople.”?

A



