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80 far changed, that though .. "ms and arma.ments, 
aTe being looked afteF and i"ncreas.d, the tendency 
to war and blood-shed is distinctly on the wane. The 
world spirit is itself stepping from one ideal into 
another. The end of war is after all peace. But the 
end of peace should not be again war. It must be 
something elsll. 

R.-It is quite a surprise to me to hear you pro­
ponnd t.he India.n ideas. It is wunderful how when 
we Indians are trying to grasp the Western ideals, 
Westerns like you are trying to grasp the Indian. 
And the salvation of India, and I ma.y say of the 
world itself, rests in unifying these two classes; of 
Indians who repre8ent the best of western thought and 
culture, and of Englishmen u'ho represent the beat of 
Indian thought and Cltlture aud maktng them the 
instruments for 'wol'king the future of the Brif,uh 
E;"pire. Theall are to be the builders of the future. 
Th~r~t may ~e left out of consideration. 

A.-That again is a dream. I w'as going to tell 
you 'that though the world spirit is now more for 
peacl' than war, the worla has not yet become 80 

nns~lfish aa.vou and I may desire. Where national 
interests clash, there the weaker goes to t~e wall. 
England is in India by right of oonquest just like 
Any other conquering ,,,yn8sty or race befOl'L the 
Briti"h rule. Tiey cbntinued to bold the reins of 
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govenunent as long as they could; that 41 exactly 
the way you sbCltlld expect England alao to g~ on. 
England will hold India as long as it oould. 'l~ia is 
however not inconsistent with the British prinoiple 
80 beautifully expressed in the Queen's Proclama.tion 
about England's mission in India. It is necessary to 
hold the country if you would do your mission by 
the people entrusted to your care. 

R.-Prsydon't forget the part Indians and Indian 
troops played in the MutIDY. It is more glorwU8 to 
England to say that it holds India not merely by the 
BWord but by the devoti@ of the people as well to 
England. That it! the truth. I quite agree wish 
you that England must hold Indlllo for fulfilling her 
mission. It is well that the unfriends of British 
Government both here and in England just realise hoVi' 
well and nobly on the whole England has done b~rndia 
from the day of the great pJ'oclamation up to da'1.e. 
Let me make a rapid review. You know how.. .. ter 
the mutiny, th~ great question was as to what the 
motive power of British rule in India shouler be. 
Wat it to be merely to rule India as long as ~ 
keeping the-people nnder the thumb, 0S'a.B it to be 
to raise lndia. to the level of a self-governing countlry 
in due course? There we"e two schools of men, as 
usull!l..s>n snch occasions. T'he. memory of the matiny 
!lad made things sufficiently 'hitte~ for the n .. row 
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acho91 who believed that the policy should be either 
one of retrogression or standstill, bitt the other school 
representing the broader view and the wider outlook 
voted against the narrow school, and then did British 
genius speak ont the policy to be pursued. The narrow 
school cried out, "India for England," "India for 
the East India Company", but those who looked fa.r­
ther ahead said, "India for India". 

Sir Wilh",m .Tones sa.ld "the prmcipa.l object of 
every Government is the happinese of the governed." 

Sir Thomas Munro was equally emphatic in his 
opinion. 

Lord Metcalfe said "if the spread of knowledge 
may evontually be fatal to our rule in India, I close 
on that pomt and mamtain that whatever may be 
the consequence, it IS our duty to communicate the 
b~~efits of knowledge: It India could only be 
preilerved as a part of the Britilih Empire by keeping 
its'InLabitants m a state of Ignorance, our d\Jwina­
tlOJt, would be a curse to the oountry' anu ought. to 
oease. But I Bee more ground for just apprehension 
it. :e,,::'t'ILnCe Itself. I look to the IUcrease of know­
ledge, Witt." hope that it way litrengtheu our ewpire; 
that It may remove prejudices; soften &8pe~ities and 
snbstitute a rational conv1ction of the benefit.s of 01U' 

Government, that may/iIllte the people and t~ir ru-
,r 

lel'lf·:n sympa.th$, and that the differences which sep .. 
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rate them may be gradually lessened and uiu'¥llel,. 
annihilated. Whtever, however, be the "ill of 
Almighty Providence, respecting Uie fnture Govel'll­
ment of India, it is clearly onr duty, as long as the 
charge be confided to our hands, to eltecnte the trust 
to thel best of onr ability for the good of the people. 
The promotion of knowledge is manifestly a.n eaaeu­
tia.l pa.rt of that duty". Sir Charles TrevelY&ll 
said "I conceive that in determining upon a line of 
policy, we must look to the probable eventnalitias. 
We must have presented to our minds what will be 
the result of each line of pohcy. Now, my belief is, 
that the ultimate result of the policy of improving 
and educatmg India will be to postpone the 
sep1i\ration for a long Illdefinite period and that when 
it does come, it will tl/oke place under circumsta.nces 
very. happy for both parties." 

Mr. Halliday, the Governor of Bengal, saiJ "I 
go the full l~ngth of saying that I belie'e- our 
mission in India is to qualify them for govWitfg 
themselves: r"say also that the melloSUl'es of the 
oG.oierl}ment for II. number of years past h~ 
advisedg"reoted to so qualifying ~ without 
the slightlest l"eference to any remote consequeuoes 
upon our administration.'" 

.dfbe Duke of Argyll ~king in the HOUle of 
Lorda in February 1857 saJd, "&ur Emp~ will 

12 
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neve~ cease until one of two event8 ha.ppened,-either 
until we had declined- from the ~lour and virtue 
of those who founded that Empire or else,-and 
might God 8peed the time,-we should have raised 
the people of India more nearly to a level with our­
selves." This was received with cheel'! in the 
House. 

The Duke of A.rgyll has put the thing in a nut­
shAll. The British Empire must last till one of two 
things happens. Till there is a decline in the 
valour and virtue of the British or till India has 
risen to a level with the rulers as a capable self­
governing nation. That the great ideal set before 
themselves in the Government of India 50 years ago 
has been stea.dily carried out aud that on the whole 
the British Valour and Virtue has been holding sway 
thnrongh thICk and thin, IS nndeniable. 'l'hat the 
Indians as a Nation are yet far from fitness for self­
gov~rtillent is equally nndemable. 'l'hll't the mission 
of' Fl~l;\'lal1d in IndIa has been so far one of stea.dy 
fulfilment notwithstanding the defects or deficiencies 
iIDn'r .... .:."Il'" in a hllge Government is patent. W: .. ei 
the missiod'\:f England not so, and were t~ ideal 
of Government in India essentially one of narrow 
selfishness instead of be) 6.g one of large-h8arted 
progressiveness, we shftd not to-day witnes~he 
enlar~ment of tlre legislative councils, Indian mem-
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bers of Parliament, Indian members of the executive 
connoils, India, members in the Seol'l!t&:ryof 
State's Counoil, Indian justices of the High Court, 
eminent Indian educationists, Indiall Dewane Gf 
Native Stat~s, in short, a growing India. iu all 
direotions. We should not witness to-day an Indian 
Mr. Bose, in the field of western soience. Thus 
England's mission was not only declared long 
ago, but it has been carried out so as to result on the 
whole in efficient administration, spread of education, 
advance of educated Indians, and advance of a popu­
lar form of government on we~tern lines. 

What has to be done is to carry out the mission 
still further with undaunted courage and unlimited 
sympathy once more That Indians after 50 years 
of unceasing progress are yet far from becoming a 
nation, is at once a guarantee and necessity fOT 
British rule in India for a long time to corne dufing 
which India has to fit herself for taking hViplace 
among the nlAions of the world. This can be d<¥le. 
by the Indians only under British over-lordsIf;f;;'~d 
~~nce. , __ 
Lor~ey's scheme would have be~,," unpossible 

even a an experiment, had the g~nd not been 
steadily prepared for it ~ the rulerl\ and statesmen 
whg,,.,preceded it and w~ are to-day working it 
loyally and generously. It-is tlWlrefore sbUI'd .to 
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oha,'act&rise Lord Morley's reform a.s if it were" 
pollt\~ cataclysm 'brought a.bont f1Y the bomb -.nd 
pistol outrages of the anarohist. while it is really a 
oonstitutiona.1 reform in the light of Indian history. 
It is nothing mors than yet another step in the fnIlil­
ment of England's mission in India. expressed in 11n­
mistakeable terms by the greatest of England's 
statesmen 50 years ago and whioh ha.s heen given 
ei'ftlct to all through, by thoRe who have ha.d the 
a.ctual adrninistra.tion in their hands. 

The spirit of Indian politioal unity which is 
now in the a.ir is exotic. It is entirely western. It 
is due in the main to the British genius and to the 
system of British Government. Few people realise 
how tremendous has been the force of unification 
uuder British rule. The Anglo-India.n codes, the 
British system of Administra.tion of justice, the 
Eddcational system, and the oommercial spirit of the 
d!l.y,~t\l these and a thousand such influences have 
b~n making for unity in India nnder British rule 
without whioh they would vanish this moment into 
'b\'.t..~ If thero is one thing more than another 
which i~ o~;ng resistance to this gr<lC,th<unttying "', tendency of British rule, it is not the British 'dovern-
ment but it is the interna.l eondition of India itllelf. 
One point in the Bndget,4p68ch of Mr. Montaft~ in 
the H('Ilse of COnt~onBjl-which must be la.id to h~ 



t}''t~8'rerf Indian 1s hiB .mnll: .allusion to. the ~M1 
800lal pl'Oblem.~ Whlle thIs confealOn fl Mr­
M(>ntague is very reheshing, the pity of it ia th.t hf 
did not follow it to its logioal oonsequences, but we 
.houtd feel thankful to Mr. Montague for having 
boisted the dangel'-sigual in Indian politics. No 
Indian of any position or prominence who wanta to 
take the l~d in poliHc8 should be allowed a pla1l6 in 
public opinion, if he does not give us his practical 
programme for the Bocial upbuilding of India; and 
those Indians who ate really hostile in spirit to 
social elevation while crying for the politiC'al should 
be relegated to a safe corner. 

A.-Yes: that is the correct view of the situation 
on the whole. But in tha.t case, how do you acconnt 
for the faot that the words of Lord Metcalfe are being 
falsified? Whereas Lord Metcaffe expected as the 
result of English education the strengthening ofi:he 
bonds of the Empire and a Union of the peopltnAith 
the rulers, in ~sympathy, there is to-day mor_e_fJi.. 
cleavage between the two, and we are pa88ing to. 
!!g,Jhrough a period of unrest and disconte~~f' 1'-> ..... 
then do 'Jt~count fol' the seditious t''',:''olea and 
aeiitious~utra.ges? After all, we watrt;~d to brieg 
'England and India closel\", together and while we 
have ~u doing aJl we coul~in that direction, we 
find to-day the prospect of un~ be;ween En&Jand 
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an'!'t".I~dia beooming more distant than ever'and 'the 
bre~h"appears to be beooming wid,F' Thill is surely 
the unexpeoted happening and great hopes are gett­
ing wreoketi and the saying "Eapt is East aad West 
is West" is becoming more true; and the two do 
not seem to meet blit it looks as if they would rather' 
be where they were, 

R.-Jt doeR look so just now when the clouds 
aro passing over ns, But the saying of Rudyard 
Kipling about East and West is but a half truth 
whioh must give way to the fnller truth that the 
East and West are after all to be knit together, and 
the present struggle itself appears to indicate that 
the need for the unity is only .. 11 the more, while it is 
expressing itself in the way of a storm before a oalm. 
It only means that the wholeso71le farras of the East 
and the u:hol6some forces of the west must ;'oin hands. 
Titers must be great travail before a mighty birth, 
It ~ld not do for us to lose heart or to grow 
.wessimistic, 'l'be very fact that a 8e&~ion of Indians 
have come to believe that India is already fit for 
!8'lt~~vernment is perhaps in one senSfil the great!lsli, 
oomplim~o Britisb rule in India. ~.L'I3ii.I;S tha~ 
under it peo)h~ have not only become conscioll1l of 
themselves but even ovtlr-conicious. This is tha 
enthusiasm of the gro"'g childhood of Ind~ lnder 
Briticlh guidanlO. 



CHAPTERV. 

SEDITION. 

A.-You a.sked me how I wouW account ior the 
seditiouB troubles through which the country is p8.Sll­
ing. This is the great point for India and England to 
disonss calmly and dispassionately. This is the orisis 
we have to face. 

R.-Before the bomb, the keenest observers and 
thinkers both m India and m England assigned one 
meaning to it but after the bomb they have to assign 
another meaning. We have to read it in the light of 
facts. Before the bornb outrages, the cause of sedition 
was largely beheved to be indIfference on the p¥t of 
the rulers to tNe cl,ms of India for constitntwna1 
reform. But after the Reform Scheme of Lord Moritlyi' 
~dition has not stopped. The inference i4-'~' 
c~~'-~"';n"a1 reform and sedition have not~Uur t.9.iir 
with 'bach- other. Anarchy and sedit,is »'fMi' things 
let me say, of the West. It appe9.r~ to me that ij 
clIomfrfrom the West and-cit!! nursery ground is still in 
the West and its ideas "p,Ild literature are bearing 
dowlI from the West. Its ~orking~entrel a.re in the 
West even more than in India. It is t;::'il-~dea of jur', 
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If' .few who have wrongly persua(led themselves t.hat 
British connection must cease if India ill to progrel!ll, 
and as British connection ca.nnot be severed in &n 

open fight, the spirit of sedition has taken to the 
cruel pastime of bomb and blood·shed. This spirit is 
not of the country. It has no place in the average 
Indian mind. It hl\s not touched the India.n people. 
It is a political epidemic; it is rcally a sort of plagne. 
While therefore it deserves to be studied and put 
down, it is no index of the mind of the country to­
wards British rule. This must be grasped in England. 
If England should attach to it anything like political 
meaning or significance and mistake it as indicat,ing 
the high water-mark of Indian discontent against 
British rule, it is a huge blunder. And if any policy 
is to be enunCIated in the British Parliament out of 
tacit deference to It, it will only uaultiply the seditious 
troubles in~tead of putting them dow!' Sedition haa 
,been misread in En2"land, and England has therefore 
.,r~s, till now the right method of solving it. 

A.-How did you read the unrest befoTr. , 
bamlTlOu';,,'e'i'l! do you read it afteT the bo~&f~ 

R.-Ah, ttnd .is exactly the question. People in 
india. and in England w~o were anxious to gl\t at 
the true cause of unrest bef(".e the bomb ascribed the 
unrest ma.inly tot-hree cailses. (1) The progrellllive 
spirit wbicl;,s)lowed itself in tbe spirit of discontent, 
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with the existing state of things and '"the ~or 
a he.Uhy chanBe all round, although thoughtful 
minds apprehen(ft,d that there was a misdireotion of 
oU!' energies in devoting them so exclusively to the 
political and 80 little oomparatively to the social Bnd 
religious side. (2) To the policy of Government in 
inaugurating the spirit of It popular franohise wibh~ 

out giving it a proper framework, to work in and 
(8) To the despair caused hy this policy. So, every 
one thought that the moment something was done to 
meet the public demand for a constitutional change 
in Government the spirit of sedition would disappear. 
But it was soon clear that the seditious school did 
not care for oonstitutional reform. It spoke its aim 
and purpose through its own ways and acts. Its aim 
was the overthrow of the British Government by 
pure physical force, simply because it did not like 
the foreign rule. It proceede upon extremely plltbsi­
ble half truths a~d generalisations which would filke 
in anyone but the most wary in the West or Ea.s\. 
It a88erts that one's own Government must be b;tter 
than a foreign Government and that OIjf.o OoVn 
governiirJCt.oin spite of its defects, i~ ~~ter than 
foreign &overnment with all its excel~nce. Thoug'h 
this idea is shown to be fat\£lIOm the trllih by the 
entire O<1urse of the history of Brit,h rule, in India, 
still it has become to-day a grea\ sentiment to oQnjure . 
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It, few who have wrongly persull{led themselves tha.t 
British connection must cease if India is to.progress, 
and as British connection cannot be severed in a.n 
open fight, the spirit of sedition has taken to the 
cruel pa.stime of bomb and blood-shed. This spirit is 
not of the country. It has no place in the average 
Indian mind. It has not touched the India.n people. 
It is a political epidemic; it is really a sort of plague. 
While therefore it deserves to be studied and put 
down, it is no index of the mind of the country to­
wards British rule. This must be grasped in England. 
If England should attach to It anything like political 
meaning or SIgnificance and mistake it as indicat.ing 
the high water-mark of Indian discontent against 
British rule, it is a huge blunder. And if any policy 
is to be enunciated in the British Parliament ont of 
tacit deference to it, it will only lJil.ultiply the seditiou!! 
troubles instead of putting them down Sedition has 
been misread in El1l1(land, and England has therefore 
'P3t1l9; till now the right method of solving it. 

A.-How did you read the nnrest befoTt. 

bomu l!."";'v~~ do you read it aft6T the bo%ilf: 
R.-Ah, tll'wt is exactly the question. People in 

india and in England wQ.o, were anxious to g!'lt; a.t 
the true oause of unrest befftre the bomb ascribed the 
unrest mainly to/.hree cal.Yses. (1) The progressive 
spirit whici. s,howed itself in the spirit of discoutent, 
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with tbe ~sting state of things and '""the desiJ'.ft'fOl' 
a healthy chan~e all round, although ,thougbtfnl 
minds appreben~d that there was a !Jdsdir~on of 
our energies in devoting them 80 exclusively to the 
political and so little comparatively to the socia.l and 
religious side. (2) To the poHcy of GoVernmantin 
inaugurating the spirit of a popular'franchise with­
out giving it a proper framework to work in and 
(3) To the despair caused by this policy. So, every 
one thought that the moment something was done to 
meet the public demand for a constitutional change 
in Government the spirit of sedition would disappear. 
But it was soon clear that the seditious school did 
not care for constitutional reform. It spoke its aim 
and purpose through its own ways and acts. Its aim 
was the overthrow of the Briti~h Government by 
pure physical force, simply because it did not like 
the foreign rule. It proceeds upon extremely pl!&si. 
ble half truths and generalisations which would Uke 
in anyone but the most wary in the West or Easl. 
It a88erts that one's own Government must be b:tter 
than a foreign Government and that OI)~ ONn 
governiir.w.tdn spite of its defects, i~ ~ter than 
foreign &overnment with all its excel~nce. Though 
this idea is shown to be fa~BOm the truth by the 
entire cJI:Irse of the history of BritF rule, in India, 
still, it has become to-iiay a greJft sentiment to cQDjure 
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witlil'.R8peci~ny by a. sentimenta.l people lih, Indians. 
They 8re shown only the defect~ incidenta.l to a 
foreign rule and that too sufficiently magnified and 
painted black. Even some of the cleverest men 
holding positions of trust and confidence under 
British Government have be~>n taken in by this 
specious assertion. Half truths are at times more 
dangeroull than wholesale fal sehoods. That a foreign 
Government however good, must be worse than one's 
own government however weak and inefficient is as 
true as saying that one's own disease is more health­
giving than foreign medicine. There is a wise Indian 
moral which is quite illustrative of the point. It 
says "Don't believe whatever is yours, to be really 
yonI' friend, because the disease of your own body 
may prove fatal to you. Wheoreas the drug from the 
far-off mountain may cure you. There might be 
p~ople who a.re like this foreign drug." This simile 
is' "ery apt in its a.pplication to British rule in India. 
,lv~en the Indian body, social and political, became 
too weak and diseased interuaJly, to cob ere togetber 
and~:w in efficiency it was the foreign element 
from the n.r,off isle that has so far p.-oV'".:i 8 great 
healer. But\~ must be I remembered that'" there is 
IKlmething in the word ~ 'foreign" which lends itself 
easily to the ge¥ration of any amount of sentiment 
agaiNt ~l'itish rule without facts and :figaree. I know 



of no foreign government in the world or ~ 
which has done on the whole more fairlyAUd justll 
by the people th~ Great Britain has done by India. 
Faults there have been and faults there are both in 
policy and in administration but the question is 
what is the standard by whic.h the Bri,ish Govern­
ment should be judged. Is ·the standard to be a. 
practical and sensible one or a mere Utopian one 
which obtains nowhere in the world? Here is 110 

foreign government coming to rule over millions who 
even to-day cannot hold themselves together for self­
government or we may say without going as far as 
self-government, that they cannot hold themselves 
together yet for a great many purposes of social effi­
ciency and Bocial organisation. The social and politi­
cal virtues are just dawning upon the country as a 
direct consequence of the Bpirit of the British 
ascendency and western ciVilisation. The reasol is 
simply that nati~nal virtues take time in the huilt~"ag. 
Every Indian working any institntion in India fO~ 

the betterment of the country feels that these v~tues 
are difficnlt of development in the people at large, 
and taKe a.--long time. Surely the B.,.lct~h are flot 
reapontn'tlk for these internal weaknellf!l!a of ours which 
are Btill with U3 whatever e\~ they might be r8lpomi­
ble for." There are a thousand thi~s open to us in 
public life to effect and yet it & nothing but 0lir own 
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inn8.iA.~ea.kness that prevents our working' on right 
lines. Thb;:6 ia something in us m~ing for lack. ~f 
lIustained energy, continuity of p1/rpose, lack of InI­
tiative, courage and enterprise and above all, the 
character, individual and social, which takes long 
periods in the evolution of history. It is nobody's 
fault. It is merely due to the hard and simple fact 
that progress is painful and is achieved only inch by 
inch for the iudividual as well as the nation. 

The school of sedition, however, has sprung np 
out of a mas8 of sentiments with a colouring of facts, 
and figures. The sentiments are all based upon the 
democratic politics taught by Western history like 
"no tafl!ation without reprll8entation," "ths people are 
the source of all power," "representati'v, form of 
government i8 the be8t" etc. In the light of these 
idea.s the critical spil'lt agamst the British Govern­
mel!:t aud its method applied itself vigorously for \lO 
yel!..~ and more, ignormg more or lells completely the 
g"eat question as to how far Indian oonditions would 
'perout the ellgrafting "f such a form of Government. 

Whether India had emerged socially and religious­
ly into ~ ~'';''te of fitness for 'such a fOI~ of govern­
ment was neve, taken into account and whet~er even 
she meant to emerge 0111/ of it was also left out of 
account. 'rhe cri~ical spi~it thus developed withouJ; 
any proper .sense of reulotion to facts and figures or to 
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the fitness of the people for the form of gO~8Ilt 
in question soon became divorced fl'om a~1ihlng like 
even an attempt \t construction of the elemeuts ota 
healthy social polity and became hyper-critioal and 
deetruQtive. The conolusion was arrived at that. 
government which fll1l8 short of the proposed. form 
was an intolerllble burden to the p'lople. What the 
spirit of destructive criticism thus beglln, race bias 
completed. The unfortunate instances of friotion 
between thll rulers and the ruled. were all pressed 
iuto service vigorously by way of showing that the 
British Government was not only bad but that it 
meant to persist in being so. ThIS became the poli­
tics of sentiment and bias to work upon. When 
again unfortunlltely, the Press on both sidilS began 
to dip the pen deep in the ink of raoe feeling and 
rlloe bias, the whole pohtical atmosphere came to be 
surcharged with the feeling of race-hatred. .rhe 
school which illjbibed the feeling of raoe hatr~' to 
the utOl1)st nllturally became the a.nti-Brltish scho~l 

of politics. The step aHerwards to seditiou- and 
&Ilarohism was only easy. Contact with Western 
countries especil!olly the continental cUl!'ntries of 
Europe 'nd their methods of wrelllflng vengeanQe 
for differenoes between the\'·u.!ers and the ruled came 
to be talen up as the most effectivl weapons to play 
with. Thus oame editioD; as ·the result.of ~seDti· 
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men~~d destructive school of politios at the one 
extreme. ''80 the other side, there is the loyal India 
of Prinoes and Chiefs, noblemen arA. men of eduoa.­
tion who have nothing but the greatest abhor­
renoe for sedition and seditiouists. There is the 
great mass of people who are going on in their old 
ways of qniet and peace and who are in blissful 
ignoranoe of the constitutional agitation of the edn­
cated on the one ~ide and the outbreaks of anarohism 
on the other. There are the native Indian regiments 
which have to be borne in mind in this oonnection. 
If the anarchist organisation has got for its root idea, 
as far as we could see, the overthrow of the British 
Government, you may ask me how does it mean to 
oompass it by these isolated, stray DlIurders here and 
there of Enghshmen and Indians. It is impossible 
to furnish a complete answer to this question unless 
one~.tnowli the seditious programme fully enough. 
But. nobody knowil it and therefore one can only 
make a guess from what one sees of its working. It 
may be that It has no definite programme yet, and 
means only to Bpread its creed among the people and 
these outiages are done lI1erely to gi~~ emphasis to 
the point that n'o amount of conceseion in t'he shape r 
of constitutional reform l'a going to allay or kill the 
spirit. Or It may\,. be that bemg in its infancy as yet, 
it is tfVin~,to complet'e its organiliation and net work 
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of societies in all possible places and o~s 80 

that some great blow might be struokAainst the 
Government wh~ the organisation becomes powerful 
enough: or it may be that there is Bome agency 
either in Europe or in India, or in both, which for 
some unfathomable reason does not mean well by the 
British Government and wllnts to give it as much 
trouble as possible by supplying the seditious sohool 
with the necessary funds and materials to carry out 
its progratpme. But what is becoming clear is that 
secret societies and memberships are coming into 
existence. It is also JXetty clear by comparison of 
the method of its work in remote and in apparently 
unconnected parts of the country, that it is a regular 
organisation whose members freely use all the bless­
ings of the British rule to the detri ment of the British 
Government. The Poat Office, the telegraph, the 
railway and the press are taken full advantage If by 
the members of.this creed for pushing on their .ork. 
Seditious literature pnblished in Europe in InditwJ 
vernaculars as well as in English are regnlarly recei­
ved and distributed in various parts of India. 
Seditious bodts "and pamphlets in English and Indian 
vernac~ars are printed in beautiful ~pe and poured 
into this conntry throug~ .our very Post Offices. 
When t'he press regulation b."~ut s,dition is becoming 
more and more stringent, the 1>roblem o\..priQting ~ 
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801vef.-..by the printing being done oatside British 
India in t-'aces like Pondicherry. I met once a 
budmng seditionist who said, whl(; asked what his 
programme was that it was merely "blood and fire." 
This he uttered while Madras was in full swing Bome 
years ago over the seditious movement. Could you 
persuade this youngster by any amount of argument 
that his idea is wron~ and likely to do no good? He 
lUIS become a fanatic and fanaticism is contagious. 
One fanatic makes more. And so the fanatic school 
spreads. They all behave in the same manner as if 
they had got by heart the,same lessons in the same 
school. They write exactly in the same strain and 
they preach .,ery like each other. They ca.ll their 
society thlil Barathamatha Association and they sbow 
a predilection for the red colour in choosing even 
their letter papers and covers and the red colour is 
supl-0sed to have a meaning; perhaps it means blood. 
Thel.nembers are keen enough to ilegd their terrori­
iing missiles to all and sundry: their style is a settled 
one for terrorism. 'l'he stronger the Indian loyalist 
or the Britiah official in putting down sedition, the 
greater is the attention pa.id by tl.;s"chool to him 
and his doings a'.Jd the greater is the number I.f anony­
mous communications anab threats showered upon him 
day after day. It(/lays "The members of the 'i3ars.th .. -
math\. AB~ciation wilsh to inform you hereby that if 
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yon mix YOlll'BelveB up with pnblic queetiona aa.agfll" . 
the Bal'&tbama Association yon will soon fi~ Oon~ 
quence you win l\cut, quartered, and thrown to the 
windi!l". This is a rough specimen of the sort of letters 
which our Post Offices are made to oonvey and the inno­
cent PoStman made to deliver ~o the addresseee!l Wben 
the spirit spreads sufficiently enou~h in a district, 
yon do not know how far it has spread. It ha.A 
perhaps spread a great deal wider and deeper than 
you have au" conception of. That letters pass from n.o.._ 
north to south and from east to west in the country 
and that they are all kjpt by the workers in strict 
secrecy and coufidence is perhaps beyond doubt. 
They are working it in Ii systematic, compaot and 
business-like manuer with courage alld caution 
oombined. There may be those who are indifferent 
to it who would not however tell anything about it 
even if they happen to know something of it. Tfiere 
are again thos~ who are perfectly innocent, and 
honoura.ble a.nd who abhor it but who are so timid . 
by nature and training that they wonld Bay nd!:hir1g 
about it to the authoriti(Js. There is al ways the fear 
on the part ~se and an honest fear that the COD­

Reqllenc~s to them personally may be serious indeed 
if they become active llIlQ aggressive Loya.lists. 
The net"'reslllt of all these is that \he authorities a.re 
left praotically helpless, and t~o8e who I!ever dream 

li 
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of sedition and who in their heart of hearts have no 
tooth ~r~, have been as good as if they did not 
exist, so far as the practical wofk of suppressing 
sodition is concerned. Then again there i8 this great 
sentiment coming in the u'ay of the good men and trufl, 
and that is, that in waging WU1' against ~edition in 
a bold and honourable manne?' they are not {mly 
e;eposi1lg them.~eh'e. to a reria'in amonnt of risk person­
alty, h1d they are g'it'pn bad na7nes by ~ome of the most 
enlightened of thwir (lwn rountrynlMl ocwpying high 
and re.oponsible posts nnder Govern'lnent, who look upon 
this acti've and aggre8wivIJ 1I'(»'k 9j loyalty and loyalists 
as proceeding from a low and .. elfish moti~·e. 'l'his is 
the most awful pal't of the Situation. Active loy­
alists are given an unpoplllar colonr while sedition 
passes for patriotism. AR a matter of fact, however. 
nothing is more easy than to swell the current of 
anti-British feeling in the name of patriotism or 
prOlfJpted by personal discontent. ,In the Districts 
~here sedition 1S rife, the secret orgo.niso.tion is 
active alld the one point yon invariably notice about 
these districts i~ no information can be had against 
seditiDn Dr its active workers a'!\~"\3Vlllpathisers, 

and active loymlists are either terrorised oi-'vilified. 
The latest and worst. icstance of such seditious 
vilification appeared in the columns Df "India" Df 
the 30th Jl).ne, in c01\hection with the Ashe murder. 
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You kud'W "India." is published in England. The 
Editor of "India" like the India.n Edit<>rs of th~red­
hot school has reaiily published this 'ifr~iece of libel 
in his paper with\nt enquiry. I never thought that 
the policy of "India" was to lend itself to such libels 
against the Government a.nd against people as hono­
rable as him8elf and his compatriots. '],he murder 
of Mr. Ashe happened on 17th June and the article 
in question appears in India at the end of the rnon.th. 
It .could not therefore have been sent from India. It 
must ha v~-"'tG:;:-> written in England. It tries to 
account for the h:~l'der as due to the policy and 
action of the Madra~" "~Ibvernment ! Such a gross 
tra.versty of fa.cts as this is extremely un-English and 
unfair. It is both malicIOus and false. The British 
public at home mtlSt take thlil statements in questiun 
with a very IlI.rge pinch of salt. But the p<lrson who 
deserves to be held crimma!ly responsible for the 
libel is the correspondent who suppJied the maJter; 
because the Efiitor might have taken It on tflllt, 
though he must know the dauger of acceptin@l>sucn 
silly stuff on trust. Such attacks would justify 
and warran~ective Pres& censorship both in 
Englani and India. Liberty of tbouiht and speech 
under the British Government is fast degenerating 
into lioonse, in Borne quarters, Ilnd newspapers in 
Engillolld whose a.im is to serveJ;he public, cannot be 
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too oa.reful about not playing into the hands of 
the ieditious Bchoo\' , 

The N seive regiments are c0o/Posed of illiterate 
or half-educated people or peo~le who could be 
urged in various ways and worked insidiously 
against the Government. If the secret society 
~chool establishes a foothold even in Native 
regiments, it must be awful indfi\ed. 'fhe British 
offioers Ulay have no means of knowing what is 
taking place in their own regiments. The gen'l~al 
publIc outside the Native regimej,'C';--m'ay also know 
!lothing. And while the surJaf/:' is calm as calmness 
and smooth as smoothness; a"burrowing underneath 
has taken place here, there or in a little corner and 
ill byways and side-ways. The school-boys of any 
8chool, be it Government or Mission, managed by 
Enl'opeans or Indians, may get affected in sOlne 
littl/! part of It corner without the masterB knowing 
anytt)ing about it. If scbool masters g"t into this 
~ody, amI unfortunately here and there they too 
may' have been caught in the net, they become 
powerful centres of this cult. No wonder than that 
wbile the authorities are under th@~preBBion 80fter 
one sell.son of b..\lnting down sfi\dition, whEhi it lifts 
up its head, that it hal!}. heen cleared and tha.t they 
are going to havt;. an era of peace in that '·qnarte!', 
the truth iR_ they are' perhaps only sadly mistaken. 
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They ha.~ only taken hold of .. Qnit here rond a Iloit 
there, or aome persona sllspeoted of having 8$1na­

thing to do with it bllt the root hllo8 not fat been got 
at nor its ra.mifica\ons cleared! 

'rhe Natil'e States are under the delusion that 
80 long aB sedition has not made its appearance in 
their dominious, there is nothing to be said about it 
there. But that is 110 mistake. The British Dis­
tncts were a\l quiet and happy till a few years ago. 
l'''e~.knew not anything like sedition. Rut Bome of 
them h~ve~ '0 be affeoted iu a most unexpected 
manner. The N atl~' States thmk in a general and 
vague way that there mus~be something wrong in the 
British Government to account for the seditious 
outbreaks and they may think also that their own 
administration is 80 superior to the British rule, that 
they are free ~:oUl seditIOUS thoughts on their side. 
Silt this idea is again a deludlOn. 'l'he tendencl of 
sedition is to replace orderly and peaceful gOiern­
ment, by mob-Ilw and mob-rule. Once the Illib' 
like the elepha.nt rea.lises its strength tnrollglt the 
teaching of this school, it will pull down it~ Ma.hout, 
British or In~ As for the Idea that there are no 
grIilvanll'ls in the Native States like ;hose under the 
}h-i.tiah Rule and therefore they a.re free from the 
touch of sedition, they foriet tha.t 86ditioD. ill not 
bued upon grii)vlIollces or no lJrieYIIollCeS, but that it 
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is merely the idea 'of doing a.way with th0 Govern­
mem, and o~ce it begins to work agy,inst the 
paramount" power under w hos; guidance !Lud 
protection the Na.tive States th{lve, they will not 
stop with the British Government but will make­
inroads on the Native States as well. If only the 
Nativo States would allow the preaching of seditious 
Ideas half as freely 80S the British Government has 
done in the nalllA of "hberty of speech and libel·ty of 
the press," it would not take very long befor!!,.Jbe 
phenomenon appears in th e Nati~--':'~"'"cS as well. 
Grievances thal'e are, and the~: "'11l.be everywhere. 
'rhe NatIve States have tlfell own g\'lE'vll.nces real or 
sentimenta l. The und~rlyi1<g idea that worktJ ths 
whole miJJchief iJJ that the method of getting rid of 
grievances .i;; the u,se f)f bmte fo rce in one f orm or other. 

Ouco this luea dovolops and takes hold anywhere, 
it 18 sure to work the same kouble regardless' of 
fu.c{s and merits. 

( , 

No GoverDluent \0 the world c~n get on once it 
is ad"litted that grievances real or imaginary would 
justify such outrages, antI this m'lthod of settling 
grievances was foreign to the geniu~Qf.,I.ndia till now. 
A.ud once it ta.k~s hold of the country, it wjlJ spread 
hke wild fire among the people and establibh itself 
as the simplest method 'of settling differences .between 
man a.nd man. The sillage factions and privati! and 
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personal malioe will take to such violent methods 
more freely than hithel'to following the exam pIs 8IIt 
by thll seditious s\hool. Once you tale away the 
respect for hlllIlAn ~ife which is dtleply ingrained in 
tne mUlions of India and which has been huilt up 
during centuries of religious Monti moral influence 
peouliar to India, the reRult to the oountry at large 
is likely to prove terrible beyond dl'scription. Blac'll: 
mailing and corrup~;ou ,wil,! commence to rulE', and 
R"'. Jr.isnl ,-"d Brigandage will become the order of 
the day. 

That anarchisril t~~not in its very naturff 
basten the pace of the oountry towards Swaraj or 
Self-Governmeut in any form could be made obvious 
at once. A few murders here and there cannot 
c!lrtainly Id'fect the general COIlrSI' of administration 
ellcept for the worse by rendering IneasureR aga,inst 
sedition only more and more necessary. The ge~ral 
sentiment of th~ country is too hUlU~ne and juat by 
instinct ~nd too gr~teful to Ji]l\gl~nd to be at II.l 

, affected bv seditious outr~ges. 'rha only wa' the 
general mind of the country is getting affected by 
them is to inCl"£:te their sense 0 f ab horrenca against 
~Ilch deMs and increase their power*of organisation 
snd r"rsll~sion against their. repetition. So the re­
vulsion of feeling against sedition is bound to be on 
the increase with such outra.ge~ Ana.rchism is in its 
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essence the tflndency t.o blow up Government. law 
and authority. On~ 01 such a. tendency no 'toad l'an , 
corne to any Government in the w1ld, but it is bound 
to become a tendency in human nature, a menace 
to every Government, forei gn or native. Ont of it 
therefore to expect Swaraj or self-government to 
come, must strike everyone as an impossibility of 
thought Hod ex presRH'n. To make the position clear 
one need only realise the ~imple fact that the most 
heinous crimes like ThuggislD, day-Ii hL~"I5i\,y, 
highway robbery or cold-blooded "urder have never 
made one inch towards all't,h4' good? Are there 
not now all over the country a.ny number of murders 
committed? Have they led to any good? How then 
are th~se political or anarchist murders going to 
produce any good? 

A.-That IS exact,ly wha,t puzzles everyone. 
Pe.naps the idea is that such outrages will tend to 
deepen and widen the an ti-British f*,eliug and keep 
t',e rul ers and the people wider apart every day. 
Thatemight be the purpose of ~uch attacks. 

R.-The result will be just the other way 
Public feeling is likely to be rousecf"'ftftJre and more 
against such oui:rages committed on good ~d inne­
cent people who have ~he best interests of the pnb­
lie at heart. 

A·-T,bcn what &n he the motiveof such attacks! 
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Tbey appear to be planned and organised a.nd .up­
ported by numbers, infinitesimal all they might be, 
compared with th"entire population. I aln afraid 
the general attitude of the Indian press is not whllot 
it ought to be in Buch matters. They have got into 
the habit of characterising suoh attacks as stra.y 
insta.nces of political insanity and as oonveying no 
great politi1lal significance and even English pllopers 
woUld fain adopt the saroe view, because noblJdy .. ", 
wants tc)'''l!ragv.if;, the extent or liroit of sedition but 
the trend of seditio .... attacks hitherto both against 
Indian and English ofticeh, points to the conolnsion 
that the sohool of sedition and anarchism is worked 
on certain organised lines and that it oannot there­
fore be treated lightly. The proper policy of the 
Indian press is to adroit the existence of 
some sort of organisation working this school .and 
the necessity for clearing it up vigorously. Ii is a 
very erroneons· and unwholesome polioy for a.y 
responsible newspaper to treat suoh attacks ess tf 
they were only so many stray cases beginning and 
ending with tlw jpdividuals concerned aud having 
nothing~ore behind. Nobody wa~ts to take an 
onduly aJarmistic view but what is happening is 
certainly·not only ala.rming b~,t is highly suggestive 
especially in a country like lIViia where such out­
bursts have never been known in th3' colrse of' 

lS 
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history. But again and again one is tempted to ask 
i' • 

what could b~ gamed by such madness on the part 
of the people who have bl\l\n all al~ng so law-abiding 
and loyal. From an India that never knew any sucb 
sedit,ious outrages till quite recently, after nearly 
fifty years of peaceful and progressive administra­
tion to the India of to-day with this blot of sedition 
on it, the change is one requiring serious thinking 
and '''''planation. J think the tendency to compare 
India with European countries in this respe(>:')~g 
because anarchism is so foreign tQ,d:e spirit of India 
that there must be somet."~o" to account for this 
change and the real cause must be got at. 

R.-I quite agree with that observation. There 
is a great deal of ignorance and misapprehension 
about the nature and extent of sedition. 'I'here is 
also the general disposition to treat the thing lightly 
as ahout the best way of getting rid of it. It may 
be tlt...t anarchism is yet confined onlJl to an infinite­
si.tiJal fraction of the population but I cannot after 80 

( 

many deliberate murders 'Of an DbviDusly seditiDus 
character acquiesce in the policy 'Of treating the affair 
lightly Dr of blaming the GDvernment for taking 
stringent measu\'6S of repression. )'d. Ps. like Mr. 
Ramsa.y MacDDnald an& Mr. Keir Hardie are advo­
oatee of this policy. If they only lived in India and 
either a,lmiJ;\istered a District or worked with Indians, 
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they would not treat sedition in tho light ~&r 
they have done. 

A.-Yes; Quij;e so. But what do yon thi.nk pf 
the rea.l mea.ning and significance of the seditious 
movement? 

R.-'rhat is exactly what we have to get at an4,... 
it is by no means easy. You see how the perverse 
spir~t of sedition might misread even good books, 
" ,i~1!.nda Mutt" and H Prince of Destiny" are both 
of '"t'riildiu· ... ritten by eminent Bengalees. "Ana.nda 
Mutt" is based llpun the idea of Hmdus overthrowing 
Mohammedan rule and' contains the Bcheme for a 
weak people to overthrow a strong Government. 
The author oj "Ananda M?,tt" has distinctly 8aid 
that the Briti,,;h must hold the country in the b6~t 

interests of the peuple. But the idea~ prQpounded ltl 

the novel for the overthrow of the Moh.uumedau 
rule If adopted agalllst the British Gove\'nllltm! by 
the unfrlenda tft British rule, the resnlt wo~d .bea 

very much like the seditIOus movement of tleiJ dajr., 
The "Prince of Destiny J, is a good book for its 
honest apprec~tign of the good side of the British 
Governilent and for its hank enumeration of its 
defects as well. 'rhe author pouro out his fervent 
admirat;on for the British w~ile plea.dlng wal'mly for 
a healthy oha.nge in the Briti&Jl policy towllords the 
peoples and the Prinoes of India. 
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A,;.-Y 1i18. "The Prince of Destiny" did strike me 
1108 highly suggestive regarding the pl'esent situation. 
But.I am afl'aid the author has tailed to bring out 
the critical side of the people's condition, while he 
has pointed out with a. masterly hand some of the 
main defects in the British policy. 'l'he picture 

. therefore represents only one half of the truth leav­
ing the other half intact. 

R.-I admit th"t it is 80. But perhaps the 
reason was that the author was afraid~e 
dwelt on the delects of the people as well as he has 
done about the defects of f.he Government, it may 
have the effect of not leading to the necessary 
change of policy in the British rule. While I adhere 
So my view that what is needed in India at present 
is a great mOV6rnen t 011 the part of the people to 
inaugurate a healthy soci .. l and religious reformation 
it sh(\'Illd not be forgotten that a wise chauge of 
.polie)&; ou the part.of the Gl)vernml!.llt is urgllntly 
,n~ded to allay the public mind and to help the 
peopl~'8 owu reformation. becalise the people Ilond the 
GOTernment a.re but one body, and there can be no 
real antagonism between the rulers ~nd the ruled. 

( 

They are not two'''different bodies nor are they two 
opposing bodies. That ~hey are opposing l:t,odies is 
entirely a western idea for which the 8chool of 
~inkerttlik&-Hel'bert Spencer and John Sto.a.rt Mill 
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i8 mainly responsible though t.bat school is now out ()f .. 
chote and almost obsolete. At any ra.~ that IIChool 
and the main idF propounded by It are qUite 
out of plo.oe in In11a which always looks uporr the 
Government and the people as one composite a.nd 
inter-dependent whole with identity of interests a.nd 
no conflict wha.tsoever. 

A.-But that is exactly the prinoiple enunciated 
in the Queen's Pl'Oclamatlun of 1858 . 

. "":\, th"lir prosperity Will be our streng·h. In their 
contentment Olil' security: and in thelr-gratitude our 
best I·eward." Is it possiq1e to have a fuller ennn­
ciation of the principle of Identity of interests bet­
ween the British Governmtmt and the people of India 
than that contained in this ever memorable Magna 
Charta? 

R.-I quite agree. Bnt the great question has 
been there from the beginning as to how best to I;!i.ve 
effect to the Quee,,'s ProclamatIOn. There are two $y8 
of giving effect to it and they depend each upon th1. 

• respective ideal to be aimed at by the Government. It 
was open first either to have the Ideal of a limited 
form of Monarchy""ith a counCil of chosen men from • tile people to help the Government 4br to have the 
ideal of self-Goverllment on .the lines of Colonial 
Government.. '1'he two are radically different and 
wortld be governed by different- principle, of .work. 



118 

T~e former would be suited to the genius and tra­
ditions of t~e people of India. and would be essenti· 
ally monarchical, while the latterr would be opposed 
to the Indian genius and traditions and require to 
be worked on Western lines of democracy. How 
much there was in choosing the one ideal or the 
other is now becoming patent in the light of facts. 
England chose the second ideal, that is, the 
democratic one lDstead of the monarchical ODe. This 
would appear to be the great imtial bfu;ci~r. 
English educatIOn was indispensable for both the 
ideals and there IS no neell to quarrel with it. It is 
not so much English education that IS t o blame as 
the chooslOg of the democratic ideal. .1<'01' instance, 
the Native States have found nothing incompatible 
between l!]nglish education and the Indian monarchi­
cal ideal. H however, Eng-land chose the democra­
tic !deal, she ought to have considered beforehand 
the / .ocial and religious (JondltlOns o~ lnd,a and how 
fur tpey should be changed tor affording a basis for 
democracy. The assumptiun that Without doing so, 
democracy could be pl;j,nted on Indian soil was the . , . 
great ruot mistake. 'fhe connectIOn bet1'l'een the 
Indian social (ronditions and those requisite for 
democracy was eotiret! overlooked aAd the .tlemocra.­
tio tlXpel'llDent has gone on stea.dily from the time of 
the Lqpa.1 :ielf-Gove~nmeDt so heme of Lord Ripon. 
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The British Government never cared during all tbis 
time to study the social and religious si~e of Indian 
life. This amonntei to pushing the demooratio. ex­
periment in India without a propel' democratic 
basis to build npan. This fnndamental error is 
bearing its natural fruit to-day. ''phe people developed. 
ideals and aspirations suited to the democl'atic form 
whioh the Government itself ushered expressly and 
impliedly in ever so many way_, ~lithout realising the 
necessIty for oreating the oonditions requisite for it 
or, in other words, the antecedent soci:l and religious 
reformation was dropped Gut of sight by both the 
people and the Government and they both worked 
on the assumption that it wonM somehow come and 
that they need not devote themselves to it seriously. 
The antecedent conditions thus neglected for building 
a democracy upon but the democratic form having 
been ~et on foot, we are to-day witnessing 1;h8 
oonflict inevitab~ under such circumstances. tlad • • the other ideal been chosen instead from the b:gin. 
ning, there would have been to-day no such conflict. 
The people were only told ever so often that they 
were not, fit for political rights and privileges on 
democratic lines while they were tau~t to work for 
it as the igeal. Was not this .... rong radically? The 
people were made to believe in election and represent­
ation, and political agitation as ·their poli~calll1ean8 
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fot;. attaining the pulitical goal. So t.hey went .>n 
developing tne ideas suited to politicsl agitation and 
dem~nued political rights and wivileges on purely 
western lines. The Congrees was a huge political 
agitati6n and when divorced from social and religions 
reformation on a sufficiently large scale to leaven the 
people into anything like homogeneity or solidarity, 
it had in it the germs of trouble in the mbds of 
those at least who bore no good will to the Briti~,h. 

The spirit of Ilssertion of political rights and political 
equality of a democratic character has been on the 
increase without a correspnnding development of the 
sense of civic responsibility on the part of the people 
whose great obstacle is to be found iu the conditions 
of the peoples themselves. The spil·it of political 
discontent based not merely on administrative defects 
and grievances, but marnly on a passion for a 
Parliamentary form of Government to which the 
peofi;e were asked to look by the Ge vernment itself 
~ thr goal, led to the result that grievances aga.inst 
the Government were sought by the politica.l pres! 
Bnd the pohtlcal leaders as the basis for politica.l 
demands. The grievances multiphed, ,~gita.tion 
increased, disco'ntent ~read and the general idea 
that the British Government was becoming UIlpopular 
day by day and unsympathetic, came to fill the 
6tmosJilerel:: All thi~ was due to the idea.l eet before 
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the sovereign power and their representatives. L~ya.l 
organa of public opinion should be e~couraged and 
the disloyal or se<ktions ones treaLed HoB they deserve. 
Tn Native States, such crimes,and outrages will ~ot b~ 
allowed to remain undetected for more tha.n a few 
days. 'fhe usual time IUDlt known to anoient lndi~ .. 
and conveyed to the Prime Minister is 8 days. It is 
oonveyed thus. "If before the 8th day, this is not 
cleared up such and sucn consequonces will follow." 
'fhe people Will not rest quiet until the thing it! 
cleared up. Anothllr useful Inea8ul'~' that would at 
onoe be adopted m Orl"lltal Goveruments would 
be the peremptory exclusion froIU all honours, 
titles etc., of persons who a.l'e known to be of a. 
seditious turn of mind. The policy of the British 
Government in all these respects is weakness itself 
and is entirely unBuited to Lhe ideas of the people. 
It has come to be so weak that no good man is "afe. 
He ha.s more dimcnltH:ls to fa.ce than the fals~an, . . 
and yet he IS left often enough In ... state of BUAPen~ 
Bond doubt as Ito whether he II:! not getting on the 
whole rather knocked for a.ll bis troubles under the 
present lJritish po'icy. This is a most serious defect 
requiring mending. One is afraid Irhat tbe position 
of the Britiah ' "Government· ha.s co we to be one of 
ignorance more or less regardin~ sedition. It is now in 
the mouth of every Indian that in spit;e fJi. eqprmous. 
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det~ls of information collected by the Government 
through Bome,of its officers, the people now and then 
happ~n to know more about men anp things regarding 
sedition than the Govel'llment Itself!! It is sometimes . . 
It. wonder holV about men and things the Govel'n­
.!!leut and the British Officers could make such mis­
takes, This ignorance on the part of the Govem­
ment hu.s led to two sad results in administration • 
.A.~ the Government does not knuw who could b2 
trusted among Indians suffiCiently they hll.ve grown 
so wary and dlBtl'Usttul that they perhaps think 
it best not to trust anyone absolutely.Second­
ly, the people who are u.ware of the ignorance 
of the Governmllut take full advar..tage of it by 
dividing the mind of Government by ILny numbllr 
of contradictory opinions· about men and things so 
that the Government does not know who could be 
reliell UpOlJ and how to act, Not only many goud 

, m~n ~lllIel' tor want of suffiCient dlreo/.; knowledge of 
,tHe GQyernment regarding them, but what is worse 
the false men even in so sllrious a ma.tter as sedition 
not only Ilscapll the attention of the Government bllt 
even fiou1'1Sh! 'l'hll people are l~ughlUg j.p. the ir 
bleeves, tht1.t the \1overnment is sufferlUg most from 
dlvided counsel and for 'want of direct know}edge of 
Ulen and things. The? know the thousllnd and one 
I'mo.ll ~'y1! '.wd tactios by whloh the Government 
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oould be baulked i.n its efforts to get at the good lfIen 
and put down the bad. I have hearfi it said tha,t 
while on the one~ side, the policy .of di8truB~ has 
gone beyond all reasonable limit., it has, on the 
othll.r," failed at tlmes to get at the wrong" men and 
when they did get at them, it has not dealt wi. 
them in the way even our smallest Native States 
would have done. Is it any wonder then that the 
"ritish Government is Rtrangely enough, the only 
one to the Indian mind under which IWlch weaknesses 
can prevail in the face of all warnings to the contrary! 
It is all well to say wioh a sort of nonchalance 
rt Oh, that is our way, we let things go on till they 
come to It point. Then only we take note of it." All 
that one can say is there is neither prudence nor 
policy nor principle in such a course. And certainly 
not in a country like Inoia which is accustoma.d to 
entirely dlfferent methods. What Native. Go.ern­
ments would d~ perhaps by the officers assassinat.~ 
by the hand of sedition be they Indian or EngiiBh, is 
to grant them an adequate pension, say, for three 
generations. Theo,effect of this would be very Bound 
and far..-eaching. It would Bhow Jir three genera­
tions how the faithful men who stood by the 
GiJVernm3nt were protected and it would supply the 
courage to the timid, high or i'4w, that if they die in 
the discharge of their highest dut.y to tift.: Ao"let'ei~' 
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pioture there Wal! none to present. The Government 
arrowed all thiR oritioism freely without trying to 
meet it. It' went further and shut the mouths of 
the Governmen't servants and p~evented them from 
correcting the wrong ideas. Thus the wrong ideas 
flooded the educated minds without let or hind· 
~ance. The Government servants themselves and 
the youths of the country becl!.me saturated with 
this politics as unquestionably correct. When this 
criticism against the Government and its methods 
went on for ~O years uncorrected, unopposed and 
unsatisfied, the idea took"deep root that there was 
something rotten in t,he state of Denmark. Not only 
waR this criticism not properly met by facts and 
figures at·the proper time and in a proper spirit, hut 
the attitude towards it cs·me to be one of utter in· 
difference under the notion that no danger could 
co~ out of it and tLat it was merely a process of 
gettng r'\d of extra steam. .And t,he,'"e were now and 
th'bn ~ood-hearted EnglIshmen or Irishmen who said 
jocosely that political right.8 could not be got for the 
mf're asking, aud they even went the length of saying 
tha.t unless they adopted the Western methods of 

« 
strike etc., there' .vas no hope. I am a.fraid this Wllol! 

the course of events th[.t precipitated in Bellgal the 
school of sedition and anarchism. Now all this Wllol! 

nel'fect!y a~oidable. "Had the other ideal been taken 
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np, the~ would have been n6 school of politioal 
;"gitation against the Government. There w<lPld 
have been no -fomenting of grievances .• There would 
have been among I;he people of Ind., no suob idea. 
as that without agitation Rgainst the Government 
and without atta::king its methods of administl'a­
tion, there was no politica.l Rll.lvation for Jn~. 
India neTer accustomed to such political ideals 
and methods but ever content to look to the 
·aovereigtl pOWflr for protectiull of her interests, was 
in no Deed for Buch ideas Rnd shonl~ not have been 
launched npon snch turbu1ant political waters entirvly 
unsnited to the Indian cor.ditions and environments. 
While justification thel'e can be .one for sedition 
and anarchism, I am only tracing how far the politi. 
cal ideal set by the (j-overnment itself before the 
people is re~ponsib1e for this unexpt'cted state of 
thinllB. When the public mind had been brought to 
such a pitch of feeling and sentiment ag;ainsr the 
Government, :nythin~ Wit" pnough to Bet thijgs' 
ablaze, and what was wantl'd was ~ome preiext 'o~ 
other, and the Bengal Partition came in. We know 
the rest. 

From this point of time the wildest of sentiments 
like Swaraj and Boycott ca~e to fill the air. Anti· 
British feeling came to be aprijad, race hatred grew, 
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bombs began, secret sooietie~ formed, " seditionll 

li~rature spread and now, we are face t,o face with 
the situation.· 

A.-Is it impossible to wipe out sedition without 
rllpression and establish friendly relations between 

¥ ... ngland and India? 

R-I have always looked upon sedition as a 
mere wrong idea and as perfectly capable of being 
met by right ideas. '!'he Oriental method of dealing" 
with sedition w"uld be quite different. It is not the 
English method. It would proceed upon two or 
thrt'e clear and definite p~;nc'ples. First, it would 
make ample proviSIOn for the famIlies of officers who 
oome to an untimt'ly end at the hands of seditionists. 
Secondly, it would devise suhAtantiaj methods of 
reeog-Dlsing the services of all officers J English or 
Indil!-n, who have a trying time of it in seditious tracts. 
The {"easllre would be extended to all who whether 
of:Rcial or non -official, literate or illiterate, rich or 
poor, t-ender any substantial service in putting down 
sedition, in ferreting out seditious plots and in 
giving timely information about the<n to the authori­
ties. The fabulo/'s Bums spent in prosecutibns and 
trials for sedition might well be spent in helping the 
growth of I\ggressive loyalty among Indians 8.8 toe 
one sentiment that sh6uld now go forward to guard 
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intellect it not to be hononred wLen it is -associ.ted 
with the seditious touch, because some of the olevtir­
e!!t and keenellt intellects are perhaps '1mfortnnately 
lnred into the ring"Jf tbis camp andoth"l beAt way of 
outting suoh men would certainly be not to ignore· 
the latter in appreoiating the former. Is it not true, 
that it is the clever, intellectual and perhaps tll'e' 
over-clever and the over-imaginative on the wrong 
aide, that have ,to be weaned? HaDonr by 1'1\ meaDa 
all who work with the British. Honour by all 
means those a,mong the non-officials.who adhere to 
the British Government and remember that in 
this hour of peril. Ellgland deserves at the 
hand of every educated Indian his whole-hearted 
devotion. Honour by all means the honest and 
oonstitutional critics who while pointing out the 
errors of Government for the betterment of the 
country, abhor anarohism and actively spread. the 
cult of unity between England and InOia .• Had 
the Government adopted t,he policy of hono~­
ing such friends, "during all these years instead of' 
leaving them more or less alone, who can say we 
would not have bad to-day more men devoted to 
the Brittlsb Raj and less of those wio side with the 
seditious? The policy of .throwing sops to the 
nnfriends of Government as a means of appeasing 
ibem is disastrous and mnst gwe way to the polioy 

17 
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ot standing by the fl'iends. The seditious otten point 
wCth a feeling of triumph to ths unfriends of Govern­
ment who have succeeded either in opposing and 
hood.winking the Government aB ~e capital weakness 

'of the British on which they can rely and from 
which they can derive their very sustenance. They 
b_Y point blank, "See how we can divide the Govern­
ment and its friends and show that to be popular 
with the mob-cry against the British Rule, serves to 

get a Ilame .. mong the people on one side, while 
silently weakening the Government on the other." 
Is this n~ a bad policy to pursue? Such wise and 
prudential steps as those "uggested above will meet 
with great opposition at the hands of the seditions 
as well as the sitters on the fence, and those who are 
adepts in the policy of hunting with the hound and 
running with the hare. They label hard and honest 
serv~ce with the name of sycophancy and elevate 
8edi~ion to the rank of patriotism in a thousand 
w"ys. The Government has to choose its policy 
d'efinibtJlyand unflinchingly. A few years devoted to 
the working of the right policy sternly even as a trial 
will more 'l.uickly wipe out sedlt~on and take its 
edge away than mere prosecutions whicl- end in 
leaving the Government only the poorer financially 
and, far more, morally, because every :l1ilure to 
prosecute a ca89 of. sedition successfully means 
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a.n acceJsion of strength to "the cause of Bedi· 
tion, increase of unpopuillority Ilond odiam tor 
the Government and the genl:lral. atmosphere 
getting more surc,~a.rged with unrBjt than b,ffore. 
A preventive remedy on India.n hnes IS wha.t is perhap, 
beBt while rE;5presslOn is but a painflll necessity, with 
not much of the elements ot permanent cure in.i.t. 
'l'he remedies Bllggested above a.re more calcnlated to 
appeal to the Oriental mind as a powerful inoentive 
to loyalty than quart-ermg regi~ents or Punitive 
}'orces. It is because the might aN-d main of the 
British IS admitted and the British pr~wess and 
strength is acknowledged, "hat sedition has taken to 
by-ways and Bide-ways and to nook-and-corner at­
tacks as the only mell.TlS uf sprea.dlOg the mll.XIUlUlli 

of terror with thu WilllWUUl of strelJgth. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE BRITISH CHARACTER. 

AND 

SOCIAL INTERCOURSE BETWEEN EAST AND WEST. 

A.-Is social intercourse bet wen East and West 
to be only a drea~? 

R.-The Ilon'ble Mr. Gokhale has made a pro­
nounceme~t on !;he que!\tion of social intercourse 
between East and West very recently in whICh he 
says that it would not be possible except on the basis 
of pohtical equality between the two communities. 
Mrs. Tyabji, wife of the late distinp-uished Judge of 
the Bombay HIgh Court said in 1903 at the annual 
meet:ng of the Indian Ladies' Club, "We complain 
that IJur;peans keep aloof from us, bu:" that is largely 

• on fa~lt. I ask you how many among ourse~ves, 
Hindus, Mussalmans, or Pareees, want to meet 
together? Is it pride or reserve_ which keeps us 
apart? Is it not rather a difference in nanners, 
habits, education; dress, language and religion?" "Let 
us," she added, "bejiin by union among on,selves," 
The Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale has thus come to assert. 

" 
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now in s"'o many words that the political idea of 
equality must lelLd and that the social can only foll~ 
but as against 90 great au authority like "Mr. Gokhale, 
I can safely pitch ;10 less a person titan the late Mr. 
Justice Ranade, with whom it wa.e the social that was' 
the first and the political only the next. '1'here have 
been and there at'e two schouls of thought in Ind'ra 
all a.long. The one, the school of sociltl reform, 
which may be called the social school, whioh though 
amaH in number is strun", in its eonviction that in 
the salvation of India, the social m1ll!t precede the 
political reform. '1'he other school w hlCl! may be 
called the politICal school has been working ou the 
principle that the politICal must precede the social. 
Most of the members of thIs latter school do not 
even believe tbat there is any neCP8SB.ry connection 
between SOCIal and political refol'lU, 80 mnch so that 
you find to-day there are ultra-RadICals in politiQ,ll all 
over the country who do not believe in SOCl~ reivrm, 
and who are ev:n strongly opposed to It. '£he schot¥ 
of social reform headed by such distinguish:d men 
as the late Mr. Justice Rauade, Mr. Justice Chanda.­
varkar and otherj:<. have leu this school of thought. 
The mot~ of the social school may well be described 
as "Liberal in 8ucial, Conssrvatil:B in politics and 
p,.oteBta,it in religion." The motto of the political 
school as deducible from its collduct is ::Radical in, 
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politics, Conservative in 80cial and orthodoill i:' rehgion." 
I rhave deduced this motto of the political school from 
the conduct lind creed of the ma.jorlty of the people 
who' constitute" the rank and jie of the political 

'school and not f"om that of the small minority of 
leaders of political thought. I can understand Mr. 
G'ukhale if he had said that, from his point of view, 
SOCIal intercourse between East and West was not 
possible and that politic!!.l equality to India should 
nevertheless be g~anted. I can nnderstand his going 
further and say:ng that he means to solve the problem 
of Indian' self-government on the lines of Colonial 
Government with Indian conditIOns of caste and 
society more 0[' less as they are and without any 
great changes being made therem. It would then 
be for the public to deCIde how far such a position 
would be sound ur tenable. But to say that it is 
wan); of polItical equality between Englishmen and 
Indlll;ns Cnat now stands in the way of social inLer­
qpurse between them, IS what mnst ~ome upon every 
one a.8 the grea.test surprise and e~pecially wnen it 
comes from the Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale who has sat at 
the feet of Mr, Ranade. 

The (IndiaI', Social Reformer' says "E!:perience 
shows that a placid politicMoI atmosphere is most 
favoura.ble to social and moral progress, "It is this 
,fact which ,compels '~he social reformer, in spite of 
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himself, ~ intervene in political JiiscnRsions with the 
object, if possibl€l, of bringing about a better under­
standing between the people and the administration"!' 
The Social Reformer also adds that 8(ICral reform has 
received a check hom the shock th~ people ~ot to 
their faith in the disinterest.edness of tbil British 
rule, ltnd that that shock h88 produced an anti-British 
feeling and that the anti-Briti$h feeling hits produc:'d 
a feeling of indifference t·o social progress." I 
confess this baffles my comprehension nnd I feel 
staggered by this process of reasohing, only all the 
more because the "Indian Social R8former" is a 
paper for which I have 80 Illur.h re8pect. 

A.-I cannot follow i~ either. Your social 
problems of which social intercourse with foreign erR 
is only a part have been with you ever so long before 
the British, lind they will be wit.h you, for yon to 
solve, even if the British should quit India to-morrow. 
How then could it be said that "ny politIcal ineilua­
lity could hin~r, or political equality co'Ptld .nelp 
80cia~ intercourse between J<jast and West? Soc~ 
intercourse is only a means to an end. It is n~ end 
in itself. It is only a means to a correct under­
standing ietween Indians and Englishmen. Whereas 
110 democratic form of Government ~ a great end in 
itself to l:-e achievpd by a people who believe in it 
and who bring about the conditions of fitness for it. 
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R.-Quits so. What stands now in the 'I<&.y of any 
i1'!tercourse between Hindus and Muhamadans? Is it 
want of declaration of political equality betw!len themr 
What stands in the way of ~ocial intercourse between 
Brahmans and ~on-brahmans? fs it want of political 
equality between them? What stands in the way of 
~~1:fficient socill.l intercourse between the various sects 
of BrnhmanR themselvps? Is it again want of declara­
tion of political equality between sects? Anti-Britisb 
feeling which is alleged by "the Social Reformer" to 
have come to sta~'d in the way of social reform is the 
growth oply of' a few years. But anI' stagnation in 
Bocial reform in defiance of the advance of the country 
in socia.1 ideas, bas been our standing grievance dill'­
ing all the time the political atmosphere bas been 
most placid. Till the Bengal Partition and the Surat 
Congress, there was nothing to disturb the political 
oalm of the country, and yet till thtln . were giant 
striaes being made in social reform and did social 
l'f'fo~m get. suddenly deflected 0\ er Anti-British 
feelin(;? Is it not the bare truth that our siov. pro- , 
gress in social reform has bel'n all along due to the 
culpable indifferenco of the mass of the political 
school and our educated men alike a.nd th~ir refus­
ing to realise tlie need for social progress, and fail­
ing to bring up the necessary moral coa1'age and 
nnmerical strength tq solve the sooial problem? And 
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is that not the true state of things to-day 1 
Now it cannot be denied that marriage reform 

is one of the foremost planks of Bocial. reformation. 
Among the ednclI.te~ men all over the lIonntry, wI/at is 
the progress made in the fusion of sects and sub-seats. 
by inter-ma.rriagesP Is it not yet very very sma.1l and 
is it due to Anti-British feeling7 III it Anti-Britilh 
feeling tha.t comes In the way of inter-marriage bet­
weeu the Aiya.rs, Ra.llS a.nd Iyengars or between the 
various sub-divisions of non.brahm!'nsP 

'fake the Native States where t~ere is no anti­
British feeling and where even soci~J reform 
legislation has been introJllced as in Mysore and 
Baroda. Has marriage reform progressed by leaps 
and bounds there? So far as infant marriage and 
intar-marriage of sects and sub,s6cts al'e concerned, 
the state of things there is precisely like British 
India, and perhaps in some respeots the Native States 
are even worse. 

Under the ~rItish Government, political equaliioy 
has ll'een declared among subjects without anyciiffer-' 
ences of caste or creer, and all are equal before the 
eye of la.w and havli' equal rights aud duties, Why 
has not ethis equality politICally Ird to improved 
relations socially on anything like a sufficiently large 
eoale 7 it is "ObVIOUS that the real hindrance to 
suBicient BOOi.&1 intercourse amQPg the varioull clal8elJ 

11 
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of the people is more social and religfous than 
political. The pinnaolos of caste and the pinnacles 
of religion have been and are standing up in India for 
8Ver"lO long w:thout any planlt~ to oonneot them. 
'And when the Englishman comes to India, he finds 
that these pinnacles which are devoid of planks to 
oG',mect them are even farther away from him. When 
the Brahman stands on his religious pinnacles and 
would have nothing to do WIth the Englishman 
800ially, the Englishman naturally stands on his 
racial pinnaclF. No amount of declaration of 
political quality will solve the social and religious 
prejudices of India. If td-morrow such a declaration 
is made, will that make for social intercourse between 
Englishmen and Indians one bit more 011 that 
aocollnt? Will it make the bigots and the orthodox 
among us relent one bit and give up their social ideas 
which are a part of th81r rehgion? I can understand 
Mr. ~okrale's positIOn as a retort but 1 fail to nnder­
str.nd it as a reform. I can understa~d it if it means 
U; aas\;rt a posi tion like this towards the Bfitish 
Government, "If you want sooial intercourse with us, 
you must give us political equali~y. But if you do 
not give us politifJal equality, we have nci" faith in 
sooial interoourse." 

I however look upon social intercourse pure and 
mmple between Ea.st Ind West as not only po!sible but 
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as indisp8nsable. If only the bes'\; of UB on both sides 
would make it their principle of life to come together 
on the social side and understand eao!. other, it will 
prove the golden l],ridge between thu East "Ihd"West. 
While Indians should hold India wIth one hand witb 
all their love, they should hold Englf'nd with the other 
hand in devotion, good-will and gratitnde. Engijch­
men likewise should hold }<}ngland with one ba.nd in 
all that is best in her and hold Inrtia with the other in 
a spirit of love and sympathy. .F.ngland and India 
have both gained immensely by e&l)h other and it iii 
idle to try to settle accounts and find out 111\;<:> has bene­
fited more and who has bunefited less. The truth is 
that the British Rule in 'India deserves to be looked 
upon as a Divine dispensation in whioh the Western 
and the Eastern Aryan have come to meet after long, 
separation and they have to look upon each other &II 

brethren well-met· This is no mere fancy. Enll'land 
has come to rule in India a great and ano\jmt.but a 
fallen civilisat~on. The Western Aryan is now. at 
the·zenith of his power and is justly prou. of hi~ 
present condition. The Indiau A.ryan, though fallen 
from his high estate, looks back to his great past 
and feets the inspIration of great .ideas and ideals. 
While there is a great deal India has to learn from 
England in Wtlstern scienoe: arts and industries, the 
ancien,t literatnre and philosojjhy of India has Borne-
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thing in it that may lift India onoe more. '& then, 
the proper attitude between England and India 
must be one 6£ kinship eve!!. racially, and not one of 
antipAthy. If, when you are gre~t and affluent YOD 

meet a long-lost brother of yours fallen and in 
adverse circumstances, what would your attitude be· 
tCh.ards him? Would it be one of sympathYI'll the 
more for his fallen condition, or would it be one of 
haughty or supercilious indifference to himf After 
all, the duty of lDliJI to man and nation to nation in 
this world is mEtrely for the higher to teach the lower 
and for th,.lower to learn from the higher. This is 
the end of all ethics and governments as well. So 
then, the task of uplifting India, however difficult, is 
yet the duty of England to fulfil. As the stronger, 
~the more knowing and the more fortunate of the two 
to-day, it is again England's duty to bear with Iadia 
noblX and patiently and not turn back from her mis­
sion .... Tit,) hand has been set to the plough in the 
wi,wom of Providence, and let nothing take it away. 
'rhere :/~ a Sanscrit saying that the good man must 
be like the sandalwood tree which emits only its 
I!Iweet fragrance even to the wood~utter who smites 
it. It is exactlYa,n this spirit that the gooC: men of 
England have been acting all along. It is in this 
spirit that Lord Morley'~ Reform Scheme has bee1l 
g:!ven to Iodia ootwitootalldillg the fire of bomb and 
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~volver rt'Inidst which it W8./1 o8Mred. 
Let me tell both Englishmen and Indians that 

good GOTernment is not a question of mere muscle. If 
it were, there ill pletJty of muscle in looiB &8 these haa 
always been which however could not hold the. 
country. There iq 31so plenty of brains in India.. 
Wh3t is wanted, however, is a combination of btth 
muscle alld intellect. The Englishman is 3 combina­
tion of both muscle and br3ins. He can fight 38 
well as write. But again, mere mu'\Cle and intellect 
will not do for good government. tlpmf'thing mora 
i8 needed. And that is, the moral fo~ce wC·ich would 
hold the balance evenly be\,ween conflicting interests 
and classes under a sense of duty for its own sa.ke. 
The Englishman can fight, can write and what is 
more, he ca.n also hold the balance evenly. That 
accounts for his power in India. Smallness in number 
is thus made up for by this combina.tion. Now. the 
fourth stage is awaiting development. 'l'hj f~nrth 

element is a. sp1rit which enters into the geuius ~f 
the ~ountry tha.t has to be ruled aud raalises tne 
function of the ruler in the light of that genius. It is 
the want of this fOllrth element that is perhaps the 
cause of eur present day difficulty. The struggle 
before us is, to my mind, nothing more than a 
atruggle lor the development of this fourth element 
in our rulers and ruled. When.'I"'e develop tho four-
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fold combina.tion in U8, the result wilf be unity 
betwe\:lll the rulors and the ruled. This combination 
is unlimited ion its Bcope and illimitable in its endeav­
our itnd purpolle! The a.ncient 4-ryan ideal in India 
represented this four-fold combination. The ancient 
Aryan, as seen in the heroes and heroines of the 
aJ.mayana and Mahabarata have shone out 8,S 

emhodimpnts of this four-fold combination. They 
represent in them the highest valour, the highest 
virtue, the highei1t intellect and the world-wide spirit 
of sympathy ,,'ld justice. This may well be the ideal 
to-day fu both W fist and Ea.st. But this ideal 
having been departed n'om, has disappeared from 
the actual life of IndJa, and her ancient writings now 
beckon to all who may read them to come under its 
sway and to drink once more from its deep and 
clear springs to reno'ute the world. It is really the , 
highest Christian ideal and the hIghest Indian ideal 
1108 ~ell., It is really the combination of the spirit of 
.hsus Christ and of Sri Krishna. ' It is the ideal 
~hicl\ to-day we see in the best of Englishmen. The' 
best of our VICeroys, Governors and IJieutenant­
Governors, the best of our Civilians against whom 
Pe~ett M. P., ii- so hard, and the finest uf British 
soldiers and statesmen 81'e all representatives of this 
ideal. When Lord Roberts after losing bis son in 
the battle-field, procReds to South Africa., to lead the 
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British a'tmy, it reminds us of"the heroes of the 
Mahabarata. When II. MadrB.'t Civilian 8ays while 
giving evidence before a C'lmmission .that Indians 
are fit for the high'f>'lt placlls not exc\ilding evell that 
of the Viceroy, he is echoing his best instinct as an. 
Englishman. When Lord Minto in his breadth of 
mind characterises the unrest as "the loyal unre.", 
he reminds one of the true Chrl~tiu,n . When Hill 
Excellency, Sir A.rthur Lawley, wh .le in deep mourn­
ing proceeds to visit the l'lague-~amp, in Coimba­
tore to speak kind words of ~ympat'tiY"to the unfortu­
nate sufferers, it strikes one as the noble sii;rit which 
forgets its own grief in lll ,nistering to the sick and 
suffering. EVtlll so HIS Bxcellency, 1:lil' George 
Cla.rke of Bombay proves h18 heart-power. When 
Lord Ampthill does the fight for Indians in South' 
Africa, India IS moved to gl'atltudel Instances can 
be multiplied from the history of British India of 
officers of comparatively hUDlbler statiqp than • Viceroys and G~vernors, who have had to bear t~e 

'brunt of Indian administration, III plague and famine; 
in riots and seditIOn, and who have given their very 
best, aye, their verJ.livss in the faithful performance 
of their d'hty. Nothmg would be fDtthElr from the 
truth than a wholesale condemnation of this body 
under the'epithet "official bureaucra.cy." 

But the fact remains that titers is plenty of room 
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for the Britiilh to develop this genius and lll'eadth of 
mind to enter into the people's thoughts and feelings. 
It may not blt possible for everyone to do so. The 
averHjge man mlly find it too hard,a strain on him and 
BO he would prefer the normal routine of offioialdom. 
On the Indian side, the difficulty must be infinitely 
mff1'e to rise to this level, but the best of Indians and 
the best of Enghshmen feel the kinship of thought 
and ft>ehng. It won't do to condemn the British for 
the fa.ults of a f!tw. It won't do to condemn the 
Indians for the.prImes of the mad or misguided here 
a.nd thore.(. It is the small men that are the cause of 
trouble. It is small thlllgS that to-day cause more 
irritation than bIg things. '1'he Railway incidents, 
the breach of etiquette, shaklllg 01' r.ot shaking hacds, 
the retul'mng or not retul'nlllg the viSIt to an Indian, 
be he an offiCial or non-official, a. Maharaja.h, Prince or 
Chief, it is these thlllgs that swell the torrent of ill­
feeli~. ( You cannot help in a big Government 
hlWing !:lOlle crusty e.nd sour spirits; who like caste 
h~ve odCome immobile. '1'hey are like the Orthodox' 
Brahman who cries at every step of Reform "Church 
in de.nger". H.ow many Indian Ii have we who are 
suffering from <;lass bias? Ho'!\' very sad "that the 
best of glfts, the best of governments and the best 'of 
men, should all suffer for the bults and foible!! of the 
mediocres I Can w~ not change theseP Shollld it 
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point. It was not the position of the ancient Aryan. 
The Aryan women even like the British to-day were 
learned and free, but under different ideals perhaps. 
NevtlJrtheless, ~f only the Indian women ooula be 
brought up to the level of the anoient life of India., 
there would be no ddnculty for the women of India and 
t~e women of England meeting on the friendliest of 
terms. The western 8fJciai life is the direct antithuis 
of Modern India, mark Y(Yn, not of ancient India, in 
the.e respect8. Atlcient Indians, men and women, 
would have m8~ the British in social intercourse infi­
nitely mof~ liberally, I fancy, than Modtlrn India. 
So then, the indians hav; to advance tmvc.rd, better 
social ideals from thi point of view of their own ancient 
.ocial polity. For the Bl'itisher the centre of life is 
woman, the club and the dinner-table. For ,the 
Indian also at one time the centre of life was woman. 
Wi~out woman to guide and help, he was not fit for 
the ~fe bf "Griha,tha" 01' "house-hQlder." Woman 
l!''8.8 the mistress of the house "Grahini." Ma~riage .. . 
made man and woman one whole, half of which Wlioll 

the husband and the vther half, the wife. It is ex­
actly like the word "better-hoJj" in English. The 
chi'l"ah'ou8 Bentil~entB of the West are aU'entombed 
in the ancien t life and ,writings 0: India imp now thill 

rea.l life of India is too clouded to be visible. When 
it oome.s oup of the C\llUd, the points of contact will 
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t'equire a G. O. to point out etiquette? Etiquette 
taught at the point of a G. O. while showing the 
anxiety of the Government to set thiugs right IIhows 
also ~that etiquQtte »Us come down 90 far as to requir& 
a G. O. to pull it up!! It is admitted on all handa; 
that the British are, as a rule, Rtrong, frank anti good. 
They are as a rule generous and Just. U nderneatIr a 
somewhat rougb exterior they carry a warm heart. 
But how few Indians even among the eduoated have 
made a close study of the Britisb, in a spiltit of 
disinterestedness? We want them to' move..:with "8 
closely and yet few of us have cared to ' ~o"e with 
them closely. And the pity of it is, tho social gulf 
between us ma.kes understanding ea.ch other 80 

difficult. How to brIdge it? Whose fault is i~ 

t"~.t Indians and Englishmen ha.ve not yet come, 
together sufficiently to undel'stand each other? It 
ie the social system of each that a.ccounts fOi it. 
There is the hi'le-bound social system of Inttia .rom 
whicQ the great ma.jority of even the educlLted~. 
dia.ns have not emerged. Tha.t was not the-social 
system of ancient India., It wa.8 not the system of 
Arjuna. a~d Sri Krishna, but yet the sentiment and 
prejudice of the day is, as if the anc.nt Aryans were 

. divided into sects and compartments of implacable 
isolation and opposition to each other. Then aga.in, 
the position of Indian women td'-day is an.other gt'ea~ 

19 
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be many between England and hidis.. It is to this 
end we have to work. . 

A. Do you believe that England and India 
would come to inteflnal'ry freely at &ny mme r 

R.-l do not believe in such marriages. I do' 
not believe that they are possible very largely DOl' 

do I think they are desirable. Herbert Spencer lc«kll 
upon i~ &8 a BIOlogical question. He 8aid that marri­
age is healthy /Jeyond cM'taiu limits bu" it muat bs allo 
within ('m'tam limit8. Nature iI nt!tther for marrying 

too clolte nor too far. She is for a :,ealthy medium. 

'£he present Indian marriage system has afred on the 
side of marrying withm too' close limits. The other 

eztreme of trying e.vperiments tn matr·imony between 
perltons divided by half the wo1'ld's girth, or by 80cial 

cWI,toms and religious 3entime1.tlil which are a perpetual. 

note of oppo~ition to each other, 'i8 bound to prove aI 

great a failure as the other B.vtreme. Let each sUl/iet! 
lind nation dev/lop on its own hnes to th~ h.ghest 
pOlDM' and let them nevertheless break tbl·ough ~ll 
stupid barriers to social intercourlle. Let ea.ch 
develop all that is best 10 Art and Life. Let Indian 
commUnIties and cla.sses learn to develop the highest 

• poSSible social unity and SOCial effic~ncy. Let again 
the IndH<os and Enghshmello learn to develop the 
highest possible social unity amoog them. 

The iglmediate, pra.ctica.l 'and preijl\ing problem 
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for Hindus is the fusion of sects and sllb-sects of the 
various castes by inter-marriages and relieving 
foreign-travel from the trammels of custom and 
prejw.iicB, and ba.sing it on the .. broll.d principles of 
·Hinduism. These changes, simple as they are, will 
demand the utmo!t nerve and strength of all true 
Int;.ian leaders in the field of rehgious and social 
reform. When we see that HlDdu sOCIety is not yet 
prepared even for these SImple measures and tha.t 
caste a.nd sect pr:ejudlces stIll sway the minds of 
educated Indiaq,~ who are wedded to orthodoxy and 
"ho would.,even persecute the social Liberals, a btll 
bke the Hon'ble Mr. Basu's Civil MarrIage BIll cannot 
but be looked upon IU Indm, as attempts too revolu­
tionary to proye useful. in social mll.tters reform 
,(rom wlthm must be more the aim of practi~al 

workers than reform at the pomt of Legislation. 
Leg~latioD can at best serve only as a Land-post 
shew4tg l.thtl dIrectIOn but It cannot compel an 
uttoVillmg people to take the road. Here are w~rd8 
pregnll.ut with Wisdom uttel'ed by HIS Excellency 
l:lir Arthur Lawley. They are so true, so eloqnent 
and 80 much to the POlllt that r gft'e them. He siud 
Ipeaking at l:lt. A:ndl'ew's Dmner of 1910 in Madras:-

"'I'ake for example these Constitutiona.l ,Reforms. 
We borrow from hlngland a system, a. polity whose 

f91lndations are the wdrk of centul'ies of popula.r IIJtd 
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demooratio evolution, • lid we appiy it to a partioula.r 
oommunism in which oaste is the basio prinoiple of 
every indigenous system, whether politloal or sooial. 
I have no desire wllatever to disparlge the al1lOiant 
institutions of Hinduilim, but around that venerated' 
and wonderful system known as "oaste" have arisen 
prejudioes and forma and procedures which hive 
beoome anachronistic, out of date, and sadly out ef 
harmony with modern Ideas of progress and clvilisa· 
tion, It is the removal of the nnwhoI.;"ome excrescenoes 
whICh have grown ant of the caste syste-,n that 1 so ear­
nestly desire. Some of them have taken tite form of 
cus~oms whlCh find observance in Hmdu ~ociety and 
accord ill with the princliJles and ethics whICh give 
inspiration and motive power to OU[' eduoatlOnal 
system, ~o that it seems welll1lgh llnposBlble to bring_ 

e the liberal sp.rit ot a Western Dchool into harmony 
with the conservative spIrit of the 1£astern home,. Or 
again in SOCIal matter~! Look at the gulf obeteveen 
East and West? 11' what way IS It to be spanntllf} 
By w·hat means is the chasm to be brIdged? 'fa thl8 
question I can find no answer so long as rigid 
exclUSiveness is ins[§ted on by the old world code of 
social observances whlCh still regulailes Hmdll life. 
It ill not the caste systew that.! would demohsh, but 
the waJ.ls of prejudioe Il.nd suspicion whICh have 

been built around tha.t system eo bar th~ ingress oi 
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modern thought and science and progress. It is for 
this that I would earnestly plead to my Indian 
friends, faT beyond the walls of this room, that they 
ehoulJ rally their forces to t:.e advancement of 
aocial reform, if they rea.lly desire to draw more 
closely the bonds of friendship and sympathy 
between rulers and ruled; if they would render the 
Indian home more capable of asSimilating the liberal. 
ising spirit of Western educatton, and if they would 
eDsure a sat18fac.vry answer to the question "How 
will the new Rt 'urms succeed? " 

That;; a bIg questIOn. For myself I believe 
they Will succeed. 1 want them to succeed as I am 
sure every Englishman does who has the welfa.re 
of lndu!. at hilart, and 1 all confident that each one 
of us WIll use hl~ utmost endeavour to en~ure that 
they shall be 8u()cessful. Hut, as Lord Minto has 
truly said, It is upon the people ot India and their 
leatie-s t.lat the future depends. And tha.t IS why 
t<l-mght 1 ha.ve ventured to pnt forward however 
crudely and cursorily, the plea that the next great 
advance may be on the part of the Indians themsil vea 
and In the directIOn whICh 1 have indicated. 1 know 
that mfillite cou:-l.ge, infiuiLtl toil and iufiUlte pat18uoe 
~e demliolldeu of those who would scale the Citadel 
of caste II.nd pla.nt 011 its topmost pmna.cle the b>lonner 
nf SOCial reform, but t:.rll&t Will blj their reward." 
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Thos~ho ha.ve not the hea.rt for this great wor-it 
could hardly find justifioation at the ba.r of their own 
·1)on8cienoe. 

But it cannot tie denied that it is to-da.y· quite 
possible for the India.ns and Englishmen, to ha.ve ~ 
system of social intel'cour~ll, provided they a.re 
prepared to meet each OthM hBlf Wd.y. The Ind~an8 
are fast giving up the ideals of "Don't Touchism" 
and "Don't Seeism". In EUI'ope, vpgetllrian dinnera 
and Tegetarian Reptaurants arfl "'not wanting. At 
Tegetarian dinners Indians and H"glishmen may 

. well meet. At even mixed dinners the ·vegetarian 
side may have its place. Social gatherings are now 
quite common where meat has no place. The "cup 
t.hat cheers but does not inehriate" is the centre 
ro~nd which all may meet. The Indians must b( 
prepaled to meet freely and frankly at such parties. 
If they cannot ge~ oyer thpir prejudices even s. far, 
they cannot clJim social interouurse. I t is the~pirit 
of friendliness that is of the essence of social in~-

• course. With Englishmen sOt"iality WIthout touching 
the stomach is a.bsurd and uniuteresting. There can 
be no friendliness in the misanthrophic aloofn8811 . . 
that ta.booes everythmg down to a clp of tea. There 
can be no genuine convel'sati"ll alld hearty exchange 
of thooghts, without some social (lement which binds 
all without difference. 'l'he spTrit of a,loDfness HI&d. 
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to unsympathy and unsympathy is misunde1'8tanding. 
The English~an wisely tabooes the personal element 
from 80cial and convivial moments. "Talking shop" is 
the height of so~ial offence. Wrarfgling and discussion 
in an unsociable thing. Thlil average ;ducated India.n 
kn~ws not what it is to avoid unpleasant and contro­
versial toricR or to avoid "talking shop" or avoid 
trying to pn~h the self in social momentR when mC'n 
are supposeu to hreathe the air of disinterested and 
selfless calm and '\lleasure. A pleasant half hour 
every evening Gissociated from the ca.res of self or 
the pricks 'of life is the ideal of English club life. In 
a.n English club a few h~althy rules make for the 
club life, and woe to him who break/l them. Respect 
for e"ch other's feelings, respect for the harmony of 
':he f>ntire body and the spirit before which ~be 

Colonel and the Subaltern are equalised, these consti­
tute '~he essence of English club life. There is no 
oliqut! th'Bre by twos and threes. ThPre is no talk­
irr~ ag.?'inst each other there. The;~ is no l?arty 
spirit .here which mars the general concord. There 
is nothing like consciousness of power or office in 
club. An are equal and woe to tlie man who betraY8 
any touch of 8eJf· consciousnes~. Implicit Jbedienoe 
to these ideas and principles form the basis qf EngliSh 
club life. Into a.n Indian club you go, and in two 
ciays yO~l kl'oW who a~e particularly thrown together 
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and what they talk about day after d!!oy. The same 
twos and threes come together as by . ~ome spirit of 
I!!Chism. But in an English club, Yjlu cannot make 
out which two are 'fnore particularly attached to eac~ 
other than which other two. They are all so clubba­
ble that you only know you are one of the lot .and 
your function is to make others happy and find your 
'own happiness in that of the club-life in general. If 
two are at Billiards, others may not shout and talk 
but may only look on. Others tuay not even walk 
except gently so as not to disturb tWe players. Peace 
and quiet, mirth and jollity, play and fu~, these ar& 
the elements of club and clubbability. The Engh!j}l­
man's definition of home is "peace and comfort". 
HIS club is the place to recoup the lost energi&8 
a~d cement good feeling. We have yet to leall1 
club-life. Is it to be had by compelling others to 
open the door for us on pain of newspaper at-.cks P 
What a silly ~ea? Is it to be had for com~a~di~ " 
genj,leman to propose you and if he dlles tlo~ 

exclaim "see, how badly I am treated!" No, a 
thousand times, no; it is not to be had for forcing 
the doo.s open. I't can be had with the gentle touch 
and what is conveyed by the qua'ification "gentle­
manline".!!", at once so easy and difficult. A 
.housand little things and details of cheerful self­
abne~tior. go to form the "ge!ltleman'. Duce itt' a 

20 
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Railway journey I happened to meet a Ci~ilian of a 
well-known English family, who defined "gentleman" 
and brought l~n~er the definition all that was good 
and i'lOble. He went on pointiftg out the traits of 
;. . "gentleman" from the collar Rnd the necktie. 
But he did not stop with these superficialities. 
He' went on and on, and pointed out how a 
"gentleman" was the very soul of honour and 
virtuo and Low in the midst of wealth and power 
he was but a kindlY man moving amongst his kind, 
absolutely uncotiacious of self. He pointlid out how 
a "gentlemUn" was the very pink of courtesy ana 
how he should be ashamed of himself if he did not 
~ish properly his very gardener or syce. When I 
told him how his code of gentlemanliness was broken 
iR India, he simply said "sllch people are not genftle­
men". I pointed out to him that while I had come 
acro&\! so many who were unexceptionable for trne 
%entle:mallliness, there were those who, were far from 
J;h~ mark and they were responsible for irritll<tion 
and friction. Those who curse and swear, who do 
not even return a good morning properly, who are 
supercilious in their behaviour,' who think rough­
riding and bad IJlIa,nners a symbol of auth~rity and 
who in the Railway journeys "damn the nigg:ers" and 
won't travel iu the same compartment with them, 
tllese are th~ worthies 'who have brought discredit on 
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the fair nli:me of Engla.nd. There mnst be a.ll over 
the world persons of this class. Yon find them in 
every sooiety perhaps. Each society"' has its own 
sonms who "boss it over the show". It is iu. the 
blood. All ~ell-bred men, all the world over, are t~8' 
same in gentle and good manners' I, for one, 080n 

look with pride and pleasnre on my social momeflts 
and social calls with Englishmen all these years and 
say that on the whole, I have had only a plea/la.nt 
and interesting time of it. The ~isahapen nnits of 
the West with wholR I had an nnplel\~ant ex.perlence 
T '?~~ count on my finger ends, while thellumber of 
those Europeans, ciVil and I:'ailital'y, official and non­
official of the right side, I can re-count by soorel. 
Not a few of these have been persons of the highest 
station, calling and birth; and It is such a ple~8ur~" 

an.t'instruchCim to meet them. It IS from them olle 
learns to appreciate and admire the British. ~heir 

life and example are so high and inspiring,oiIo iob1e 
and generous ~at it IS only bare tl'Uth to su.y, t~t 

·we h:'ve to work up a lot to come np to thu.tJevel ~f' 
thinking and feeling. It is not for us to appreciate 
ourselves. It is for' others to tell us what they think 
of us. 'Jlhe British are adopting a. wrong policy in 
aaylllg all the good things abont each other at dinner­
ta.bles and' at political fnnction~ exclnslvely Enropean. 
It wonld be more appropriate .if WB said it abou. 
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them. Likewise it ~on't do for us to blow our own 
trumpets and say we are equal to anything. It is 
for others to bay what we are good at. This is the 
end Cif all true' Bocial function f here politics and 
prejudice are eliminated. I might just point out 
bow Englishmen differ from us. The average 
Enylishman is strong and insular. One ha.s to get 
at him. Whatever he comes to hold, he holds strong­
ly. His likEl3 and dislikeM are strong, but, as a rule, 
they are honest. I f it is hard to dislodge him from his 
opiniollli, there l,s his other trait coming to his rescue 
and that ii\, his frankness. If he is shown to I:> .. ..w 
the wrong, he at once males amends for his mistakes. 
The Englishman carries the palm for appreCiation of 
merit wherever found. He is fllir and generous. An 
~Dghsh Military Officer writing from England to an 
Indian said, "Give my salams to all,·-including 'my 
syce and grass-l·utter". It is England's just pride 
that'~he{' extend the right hand to merit. 'i'heyare 
j~t and generous m their estimate' of men. As a 
mo.ttet "~I fact, to-day they are giving us more liberallY' 
t.hll.n what IndlaDs themselves are prepared to concede 
to their own countrymen I! Thi!J mUlilt sound strange 
but 111 true neve,theless. 'fake club-life foil example. 
The Indian has to confess that club-life hag not yet 
come to hun as It has ~ome to the Englishmen. It is 
,lowly coming here lind there. But it is yet in the 
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coming; i{. has not yet come. Etery one feels the 
superior powers of orgll.nisation of the British, he it 
for pleasure 91' profit, conquest or ~mioi8tration, 
ooorage and self-s~crifice, or a loft, sense ot duty 
a.nd genuine patriotism. Everyone feels tha.t iq 
spite of our efforts to organise and co-opera.te all 
these yea.rs, we aro just lea.rmng the first lesBon, in 
the art of combiua.tion and co-operatIOn, l!l sacriticing 
ama.l!er interests for larger onel:l a.nd in sillking the 
perl'pna.l to the pubhc Side of life.. '1'be Indians must 
run their clubs on the prilloipltls of. English club. In 

.t.hA meanwhile, the Englishmen must slaoken a bit 
of their ICy coldness towards Indians' and throw 
their clubs opell to them. '1'hat lti one way of htllpi~g 
sOCIal intercourse. iSee how Free Ma.sonry has 
brought the two together. It IS marvellous. '1'he 
k~note IS harmony and he who is not up to it anJ 
cannot tUlle himself to It is lost. One hour of this 
intermillgltng of hearts IS worth a hundred StlPmons 
and a thousattd lecture!! which bore you to deJ'th .• 

• Why do EngliBhmen display a general iverBlol! 
to admitting Indians to their club? You say it. is race­
bias; but that IS o!.'ly pa.rt of the truth. It is also So 

f6&r thi& the peace of the club-hIe might be rudely 
broken by ignorance and wa.nt of !e\icacy of thought 
Ilnd expression. Hut that might be got over easily, 
provided thtj Indians would c~Dfol'm to the ruletJ of 
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the English club, and the Englishmen WOf.ld meet 
the Indians on 0. friendly footing. As i~ is, English 
club-life is, on. the whole, unduly rigid JIond exclusive. 
It looks very K;luch like the exclusiveness of the .. , , 
Indian caste. Those who are waging war against 
the exclusiveness of caste cannot but deplore the 
con~quences of exclusiveness of thtl English club­
life as having a ~endency to keep u? raoe-bias. It 
can do no good. It has done and is doing great 
harm. How to mu}.imise it mnst be every good man's 
concern. 

I know of one indian club at least where rtlw, 

insolnble dlhiculty is "Touvh not the Brahman cup; 
fm the nOtl·hl'ahmans them is ano~her." The DOD­

brahmans haove broken away as a matter of self­
respect. It is high tirnfj something was done by the 
Englishmel! aud indians towards a common club-Il'ie. 
Becauee 1 belIeve that the English club-life, if 
thl'o~n Oijltlll tu Indians, is bound, in the long run, to 
\no.Lte lor a proper and currec~ undorstadJing between 
the tWfl, classes. To the Indian, It will prove' an 
edncation in itself. To the Englishman, he would 
understand the Indian better. The fear that 80me 
undesirables maYt,get into the club iii the har tha.t 
must apply to all cl&88es. Does not one often hell.r 
ot the uuclubbables among Europeans? ~ut they 
!/ore not tab ooed. ThEj)' are either tolerated or only 
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made to Hnd their level. In one English . club, I 
know that almost all the countries of Europe were 
represented. It was a most miscella~e;lIs club 80 to 
apeak. Eve. Eurol'Bans bearing no friendly feJiillgl 
towards ED~Ie.Dd and with DO qualifications worth ' 
the name and with even one or two positive ~is­

qualifications, were free to be members of this club. 
But no Indian would perhaps have been admitted. 
But side ;'y side with it and tl.S a keen contrast, there 
was another club composed of the~nest elements of 
English club-life. It was there, I f6!lJnd what club­
m~ was, and what a delight it was to B~nd one's 
evenings there. I found t1~l\t the real attrll.ction 0L 
the English club-life lay generally in its hearti ness, 
freedom and harmony. 



GHAPTERvn· 

BRIDGE-MAKING. 

R.-Let me E'mpha"i8B Lhat witbout England we 
could hardly real1se this great ideal of ancient India.. 
Without England again we can hardly work it. 
Nay, without kngland, we could barely prepaJ;fl tha, 

t 
ground for it. Literally,.then and without any figure 
of speech, in turning away from England or breaking 
with her, we are kicking the ladder by which we 
ascended, while hardly we have got on the first rung 
yet and when we have ever so many rungs to a!l'~end, 
before becoming anything in the world. But England 
has,to pegin the most trying of her task with India. 
}'lst now. This is the hour and the n%ed for the hour 
is felt ,!til round, but the Englishman has nut yEl'~ 
roltliRed it nnd is puzzled at the situation and knows 
not what to do The sedition,ists are in a fit of 
madness and f?rget the need for the gooding hand 
and think it can do without England. A mighty 
effort is needed on the part of both Edgland and 
India in facing the ~itu"'tion. Theile is no use l'egret. 
ting tlle rast. Th~re is no use trying to re-write on 
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the slate of the past what might have been wri~ten 

on both sides. It is vain speculation and,.it is wisdom 
perhaps to recognise that there is not t.o the thought­
ful mind much room-for regret because on the whole, 
England and India have both done splendidly 
together. Is it not silly to think of mending \he 
past without working in the present? Is it not silly 
to hold up the picture of wrongs and weakneB8ee on 
both sides, instead of pointmg out the strong and 
good points on which a.lone the fut~re can be built? 
It is easy to write any amount of parfisan literature 
to J;iittle England or black~:\ India. Buf truth is 
neither there nor here. 8editious literature is care~ 

fully planned on the principle of writlOg England 
and Englishmen down to a terrible indIctment before 
the world or before the young. It is as easy t()j)l 
writ<> down India for all Its past weaknAsses and 
wrongs. It is agalO easy for the pohtical pres" 01 
the bItter partIilLn type on both Sides to ltI/"lg\ ~n 
snutulei recriminatIOn and fault-finding so thj.t thl! 
result might he more of distance between t~e two 
countries and less ~f kmship. But no good can 
come out if such a pohcy. Qne is tempted to excla.im, 
"save us from the political partlstn p rese, be it 
Indian or Lnglo-Indian," but it 18 this dreadful game 
played by the poJitiC'al pa.rtisan preBB all over that is 
now bearing the bitter !ruit. 'the Eng~shrp an iI 

21 
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naturally trustflll and simple. Bllt the Indian is by 
natllre distru~tful even with his own countrymen. 
The Englishmal\ finds that his trustflll~ess and simp Ii­
,city ~re taken undue advantage at and says he should 
have nothing to do with peopl" who have not been 
prE/oared to see his good side and who would only 
see the dark spots in him. He then exclaims in a 
spirit. of de~pair, "I ha.ve trllsted so long and worked 
BO ha.rd and yet the result is discouraging." The 
Indian says in ~eturD: "This is hard. However 
trying it might be, it is still true that trust b .. e~ts 
trust, and \ distrust distrust." Let there be room 
'lDough for all of us who would cling ever and 
anon to England and who would stIli link Eng­
land a.nd India together. Let England know that 
"ven while under the greate~t trial she mllst kc:ow 
her fri'lUds Il'om her foes. Let the best of us be' 
admitted froely alld frankly into her counsel and let 
uiJ w~rk(togethtlr in a spirlC of true cOlll,radeship with­
o'llt aqr ddierence, It is not 80 much a que8~;,on of. 
place 0; pr~ference but it i8 pre-eminently a qUe8tion 0; 
confidence between the rulers and the ruled. It ia a 
question oJ recognition of the prin~iple of tru~ Imperial 
u.nity between England and India. 'rhus the units 
among Indians who baiong to the school of Imperi&l 
Unity have in them the true cement for the process of 
'bridgerm~ing he~ween England a.nd India. But 
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I am told that it is not so easy to make out friends 
from foes. I am also told that while those who ha.ve 
openly declared hostility againRt the B"ritish Govern­
ment are eaeily unlterstood, the diffic;lty ~ in f!bding 
out who constitute the rank and file of the following 
of the seditious school. But all the same, the polioy 
of suspicion and distrust is not to be carriecftoo 
far. I know what it is for a. handful of foreigners 
ruling over millions to find at a time of trial and 
trouble in administration, tha.t t~ose on whom they 
oould depend are after all so few .nd I know from 
pe~sonal experience what it is to be serv,l badly by 
our surroundings in watters of the highest adminis­
trative well-being for the public at large. I kn~w 
Borne of the most sympathetic and kindly of offioers 
w\ose whole service will bear the strictest scrutiIW 
for British sympathy and fair-play, who trusted their 
surroundings to help them at a time of sore tl'~uble 
and unrest, but who got in roturn nothing !u~bitter 
disarpointme;t. The result of such explirience c'n~ 
not but make even the best of UB, Indian ot4~nglish, 
feel that we do not know where we are, but yet I know 
of no other way of "getting over the difficulty except 
by mixi~g more freely with the pick and flower of 
Indians I\Jld try to understagd them. 15 years ago 
in writin,g to "The English Magazine and Review" 

, about "Englishmen and Eng'li~hwomen in Indi~. 
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I pointed out the disastrous consequences of want of 
mutual unde,rstandiug between the rulers and the 
ruled. I )'Vent,the length of saying that 0. G. O. may 
well'be issued stating that at eve'ry impbrtant station 
there should be a mixed club of Europeans and 
Inpians which all officers at least would be expected 
to foster and develop. 'fhen again, I pointed ouli 
years before the sedition-troubles that the signs of 
the times proved more than ever the necessity for a 
correct understanding between the rulers and the 
ruled. Had ollly something been don" all these 
years by b&h Indians and, Englishmen to bring ~b'out 
po certain amount of fellowship and good feeling ~o as 
to bring the best of us together somewhat on the 
basis of Free Masonry, we should not be to-day 
ttill discussing the problem of social intercourse..and 
despairing alike about its solution; but it is never' 
too !ate to try the good experiment. Now more than 
etver: th<ere is need for it. Instead of.growing hope­
Jiles o~r the situation, there is yet any amoUllt of, 
room for Indians and Englishmen to set themselves 
about making the bridge. BeC!~use the number of 
those who could be relied upon is small 'tt a given 
time, it does 'not follow either that this number 
could not be increllsed, much less tohat even 
they should not be taken into confidence unre­
~rved~v. .:I'here is,an erro~eous idea. among some 
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that the liest way of working sedition out is to work 
it entirely tbrough British instrument,; tl'Usting 1i8 

little as possible to the Indian. Thill' is radically 
wrong. In iNa.r , ino sport, in adminflltra~on ~d in 
putting dowu sedition the best of Indians and the. 
best of Englishmen, British soldiers and Indian 
sepoys have to work in true comradeship. The kltOw­
ledge of the Indians, sidl) by side, with the grit 
of the British can alone race the situation. 
Wherever I go, be it in Britl"_ India or Native 
States, the one thing I hear fr~m the highest 
of Iirdians, official or non-official is the "need of the 
moment for this feeling of' comradeship between the 
British and the Indians. 'l'hore are so many wllo 
wonld serve but the best of them feel that somehow 
or .other there has not been enough of confidence 
reposed in them. By all means, choose your offic~8 
and men, but having chosen the-m, trust them even 
as you do your own men. If even the bflst~f v= who • wouJd gladly give or who have gladly given .n~ 

I amount of proof of fidelity to England, be. tnade' ~ 
feel by some of your own officers as if even they 
should be kept a~ d distance, is it not sad? Be it 
noted t~at what the ana.rchists probably want is 
exactly Ijp undo the bridge. ana. widen the breach. 
Nothing would perha.ps more gladden the heart of the 
88ditioniat than to lIee the ru~ers and the ruled cllt 
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off without touch' and trust, but that i5 the very 
reason why the doors must be thrown open for the 
best men on the Indian side to come iRto the Chamber 
of S~te aPld the Chamber of locjtl adm\nistration so 
that sedition might see that in spite of ite efforts to 
undo the bridge, the process of bridge-making ~ill 
go..'Jn only all the more vigorously. One is often 
tempted to exclaim wIth the Quthor of "'rhe Prince of 
Destiny''''O England, I hardly know what to do. While 
thAre i~ so much( to admire in Thee for all that is 
great and good! there is so much to deplore for thy 
faults and failings"! 

A.-I 'must say that ~our tribute to England is 
rJuching. With more men of your creed, I should 
never despair of making the bridge; but what do you 
consider to be the chIef of these faults and failings? 
\1 R.-Foremost among them I would say is tied-. 
tapism. The one great ?'ule which is abot'e all rule8, 
is t7:'qt 'he object of mle is to help iustice and good 
g.vernment. Red-t!tpe must gIve way" before truth 
a~d j\ll'.~lCe. Too much of rules and red-tap~ are' 
likely to reproduce in grim reality the story of the 

doctor who pronounced a living l.aan on board dead 
and there was n~ hel p for the hving man 'who was 
exclaiming that he was alive except to be thrown 
over-board because th~' doctor haa prono;nced him 
pead' I know of a Mnnicipal Secretary-and he was 
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only the type of this class of red-tape men and he 
used to give endless trouble to the Municipal adminis­
tra.tion by his remarkable kna.ok fo,' ~plying G. O's. 
andB. P's. idas to Wbrk hardship. He had, 1:iesidee .. the 
kna.ck of offending everybody. The Milnioipal Chair­
man was a good old DIvisional Offioer who for want 
'of time had delegated all Ius powers to this unpop!'lar 
Secretary. Plague was raging lU the neighbourhood. 
Passporl holders were pouring into thIS place '~here 
this Milnicipal Secretary was h~ldlUg away. To 
bring things to a clImax, a banya IShop had to be 
disinfected on accollnt of suspected plagjll infection. 
'fhe Secretary went to do tYle disinfectIOn one morn­
ing With his buckets and thotties and his belte"­
knights each with a cane in hand which IS an emblem 
of ~unillipal authority. Within a few mlUutes aft" 
the MuniCIpal staff reached the shop, a menacing 
mob, thousands strong composed of Muhammeg.8ons 
and Hindus, .surrounded the Municipal S~cretary I 
'fhe,p.xles of the wheels of hiS c80rt had been removeq 
and the Municipal Secretary was, by no mea'b~, in an 
enviable position. He had the goud sense to send 
word to ihe Municipal Ch8oIrman, He w80s there at 
once on the spot, and he took thE:esltuation in at I/o 

glance. All he could do was to make up his mind that 
it required firmness and tact and that It would be dUl­
astrouB to show the white felther. it.would haft 
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been equally so to plunge precipitately into taotless 
measures. He kept parleyiug with the mob on the 
one side, and'se'nt information to the Pohce and the 
Distti.Jt Magist;ate on the other, taking 'CIj,re that it 
aid not leak out on the way. Shortly after, came the 
Police and the Dlstnct Magistrate who waii an 
Indfun. 'L'b.e mob began slowly to disperse and they 
were told what a simplo thmg it was that was going 
to be done for their benefit, and proceeded qUietly to 
do the dlslDiectlOl,. '1'b.e thmg ended quietly. 
When It was fO~ld that more than haJ.f the cause of 
the trouble '(as due to the prevlOu~ly plied up acts of 
odium and unpopulanty 0\ thiS red-tape Municipal 
8~cretary, the uI'st,thlllg the UhalrUlan had to do was 
after consultlllg the DistrICt Magistrate to relegate 
hlm strictly to the desk as hiS proper place and tlfke 
the adtDllllstratlOn himself. He cOlllmenced obstruc­
tive ~ctICB. He would send him bundles of pl>pere 
,for dUfpo!;al to tl'lghten hlm by their bulk. He would 
Jle$(t pomt out m the nallle of G. O's. and B. P's. ,how 
the Cha'fman's orders were wrong. But the Chairman 
found more often than not that while his quotation . ~ 
was correct, hiS misapplicatIOn was due ~Ither to 
ignorance or worlll'. He ha.d only one of two courses 
open to him either to stmctly limit hiS functions or to 
u.llow the administratiOn to become a scandal. H!'\ did 

t.l!.e form.er \Iond I ahoutd think with nothmg but goo-i 
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results. The less we have red-tape of this sort in 
administration, the better will it be for all concerned. 

While red-tape is a weapon which ~a~y a desk-man 
may wield idnocentfy, it must not be· forgottozf .that 
it is very often wielded by the vicious underlings in' 
all departments. It is remarkahle how the Sherista· 
dar either of a Collector or a District J udge ~~y 
carry point after point cleverly and ingeniously in 
spite of all the ca.re you take. A high-placed civilian 
remarkable for his strength and ~mmonsense "like, 
told me very humorously how he oace got tired of 
the t:ctics played by petty men in the lJIIlDe of petty 
rules, to the detriment of g;od men and good govern­
ment alike. He told me how he had come acro:s 
suhordinate officers who tried to prevent him in fol­
lo~ng the healthier and higher principles of ad~­
nistration in the name of following minor rnles. He 
said, "whenever rules, G. O.'s. and B. P.'s. lVere 
pointed out to.me as a piece of obstructive i!ctllcs, I 
,alw3ofs overcame them by saying t.hat the rnles W~ElI 
all meant to help and not hinder the right"ting or 
the right man, and that when they were souiht to he 
applied • to hinde; the right thing or the right 
man, the best thing WillS to disregt*d thilm." This 
spirit is ba.dly needed in solviilg many an administl'lll­
tive problem, where the Government is sought to be 
put into the meshes of t~e \ilttb. of the riles. at the 

t2 
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oost of the spirit. The extent to whioh Red-tapiem 

has permeat'E)d,almost all the DepartI?ents of admi­
nistration,is av-onishing, and the grim hnTllC!Jlr of ~he 
situ:tion is that those who perp~trate it, are hardly 
oonscious of it. The evil has gone so far as to affeot 
evrn Departments which might be well expected to 
be ~ree from it. t-lcrupulous conformity to mGtnOol 
and Red-tape has come to invade us so completely 
that any deviation from it, however essential and 
dl'sirable in the p~blic interest~, is looked upon almost 
in the light of,. calamity!! The heads of all llepart­
ments mull\ rise above it"and infuse a new spirit in 
,dministration. Red-tapism cannot be more aptly 
described than as the spirit of caste crystallised in 
officialdom. Just as Hindu Society wants its small 
roars and windows to be replaced by big~er on.s so, 
aB to admit more light and air, even so, should the 
offilJial doors and windows be replaced by bigger ones 
s~ as·to"let in plenty of fresh air and ¥ght. A great 
d't!al bts been done by the government in the eright, 
directio'n and what is wanted is the attitude of mind 
on the part of all concemed "'4ich would welcome 
the change instead of offering it resistan~, as if a 
healthy deviatidil from immemorial usage would 
bring down the very Heavens on our head~ 



CHAPTERvm. 

TH~ BRITISH POLICY. 

A.-What are the defects in the British poliey 
and what are the challges needed therein? 

R.-This is the most vital .nd yet the most 
difficult problem to solve. But so~ved it must be, 
for ott that depends the fate of I udla· India.n politi. 
cal parties 8re yet nebulI:>us. The names of the 
British political parties can bear no very clo~ 

resemblance to the names of th e India.n political 
parties. Any conclUSIOn or comparison ba.sed npon 
me~e fancy or 8uperficia.1 simIla.rities between tlfe 
parties here and the partIes there, can le:td to no 
practical good. It will only tend to ob~"· our 
viSIOn regardfng the vital points of difference betwtllln I 

• • • the Britl~h politics and Indian politics. 'l'he'British 
political parties have for their basis the way in which 
their social, industrial and political interests are 
affected~y them. So before the, British political 
parties equid bear any vital r~sem blance to the Indian 
political parties a great and radical change muat 
take place in Indian sociology. The terms "LiqeralM, 
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iJonservati ves, Socialists, Unionists," etc., have no 
meaning in Indian politics. That 18 why the party 
politics of Enk1il.nd ought to have notHing to do with 
the lItdian' administration. Ind~ must, be above 
'party.politics. That is why the best of rulers and 
administratllrs in India must quickly eschew their pet 
pri.!ciples or prejudICes of party politics and must 
apply themselves to work out the best form of Govern­
ment for India agreeably to her own genius, traditions 
and oonditions. ~le distinctIOn between Conserva­
tives and Liberats has been rflally wiped out in the 
Indian admwistratlOn, blicause Liberals or Conlerva­
tives coming to India had to leave aside their respect­
ile political creeds and work on what seemed to 
them best for the good of India. So the idea of linking 
I~dla With any particular party in England as al~ne 
conducive to its progress and pr@perity will turn out 
on e;aminatlOll. to be unfounded. In fact, the 
LiberAls~ay be opposed to the Conservative~ and 
~hrnk that Conservatives deserve only to be th~own 
overboJpj. 'fhat is English politICS. But in lndilln 
politics the truth may be that Conservatives have 
done more good to India than Li~erals. It is a very 
common thing i~Jndia to mistake that the' Liberal 
in English politics ie likely to be more friendly io 

India than the Conservative. This is due to a sort of 
vl'.gue Dotion in the uDdian mind that the word 
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"Liberal"·imports "progre88iven~8s" while the word' 
"ConservatIVe" denotes the opposite. The truth is 
perhaps that 'great and il'ustrious 'na.mell may be 
mentioned of Engli.hmen whether Libera!" or O"naer­
vative who have proved theruRelves friendll and' 
bimefaotors of India. Without regard to any difference 
in their poh&lCal creeds. ThiS IS the tendency tbat 
india requires trom aU Enghshmen who love India. 
and have no ideo. of propagating their OWIl politi­
ca.l creed here. 'rllkmg the wo~s "Conservative" 
and "Liberal" not in the worst l8en8e, but in 
their ·very best, the word "Conservative" should 
mean the principle of cons;rving wha.tever is good 
in the present, while thtl wL'rd "Liberal" may import 
the principle of takmg a step III advance though at 
the.cost of breaking a bit from the old moorlllg~r 

'ThiS is the right side of Conservatism aud Liberalislll. 
The wrong Side of Conservatism IS to cling to what~ver 
is old Or ancient regardless of merit or WOl'tn, ~hile . ~ 

the wrong SIde of Liberalism IS to break everything a·' old and ancient in a.n Iconoolastw or UtoPUlol'l s~rit. 

IndIa. IS pre-eminently constlrvative both III the 
rigbt sense and III the wrong sense. Jt clings to itll 

• past With intense devotion. It will :aot yet give up a 
grea.t ma.ul things whICh are ~nJuriou8 to her a.nd 
whose 801e merit is tha.t they a.re old. India is now 
coming to rea.lise more al!d mort _lully the. right 'fiida-
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of Consllrvatism and the necessity for pereerving 
[ndian life and polity at its best on ancient lines 'of 
Indian thought ~nd wisdom. If India succeeds in 
passin~ fro~ h:r wrong Conservlltlsm ot ages to the 
right Consirvatism of ancient India, It would be true 
to her national instincts. That is apparently the trend 
of fudia's future, as it strikes the most thoughtflil 
of minds. Now the present tendency of British 
pohtics IS jl1St the other way. It is beginning to 
lose itself into the Liberalism of the wrong type. 
It is fast descooding into the abyss of SOCialism 
which Jndl~w!ll never accept. England her~eli can­
not stand it for any length of time. It is like the 
• attempt to make the cone stand on its apex. India 

is too sound, tuo old and, if 1 may say, too wise for 
~)cialistic experiments. Englond herself will ~ass 
through the wave of SOCialism and when it comes to 
the ~rost, will ha~e to veer round somewhat violently 
to co~s~hatI8m of the Indlau type. 1 have an ide ... • • 
tkat the West itself will some day have to adop,t th e , . . 
Ind~an fdlilals of pulity when It IS tired of all her 
experiments in the schod of sooialism and when it 
finds th",t, as long as the worfd lasts there is no • equalising the N.wton and the Idiot, and therefore 
the theory that every .man is as good as "nothsr or 
which comes to tho same thing as bad as another, is 'n poli~lcB ,the mOB~' mlsl~~ding and dangerolUl of 
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doctrines. It is just pOB8ible that the most demo­
cratic of countries in the Wpst m"y come to adopt in 
course of tim'e a system of Oligar$; Qr a limited . " . form of Mona.rchy as about the best. At any rate, 
in the Eastern horizon and in the Eastern hemisphere 
this form of government I<lone bids fair to ~e a. 
success. The sovereign in the East is like the sun 
wl:tlch oan never be dimmed by the Ratellites and 
stars. 'l'he great queRtion, therefore, is whether 
when one oountry rules another~ the ruling power 
shoul~ study and follow the genius·of the country it 
rules. or whether it shoulf try its ow-'experiments 
in the main departments of life. Till now t\e' 
British GOl'emment has been following in her 
methods too mnch of the western forms paying no 
helid to the Eastern ideals. This has proved a sour~e 
of weakness and trouble. The unexpected has 
happened. 'I'he representative form ot GOl{lrp!rient 
was ushered h.y the British rule, bit by bit in eVi~r 
BO wany ways. It was put in the M:1jllicipar 
Couucils aud Local Boards /l.s a Bcheme ~f ~ocal 
self-government. lJ; was put in the .election 01 
DewBstallam Committees for electing members. It 
was put\<in the Legislative Council 'for helping the 
Governmt?!Jt with its criticism~ It has come to domi­
nate us in the form of non-offici~l majorities. Havinlf 
thus crllated the frA.me work of.,tfllPresentn..,ive goverp-
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ment, the spit-it of the people demands the frnition of 
that form. T~is is only natural. Havi~g tasted of the 
popular for,m ot government and having been taught 
.to lo';k upon it as the political id~al to 'be reached, 
the people want more and more of popular power and 
less .. and less of official control. The village Reddy 
whORe vote was till n0W solicited, ie DOW looked upon 
as an unut'ceRsary and troublE'some official appendage. 
Even thE' Tahsildar is likAwise spurned. The 
higher functionari;s share the same fate. The people 
exhibit the spir'rt of impatience of ofl'icial c;mtrol 
and wish to'oi\o away with it. This is all well and 
I;';.l)od if the people could' manage their affairs :with 
the high character and disinterested devotion to 
public interests' which could eUBure efficiency and 
fv.ledom from corruption in the absence of ~ny 
official control n.nd guidance. Otherwise Local self­
gOVtl~~nt could not pass beyond the stage of 
gP.nerouR experiments at the cost of ",fficiency and 
·.{{tscipl~ne . PopUlar power and popular chaNLcter, 
are "not" necessarily synonymous with each other. 
The development of'popular cba'1!loter should be the 
first to aim at before the popular form couli succeed. 
The Native St~s seeing the difficnlty under 
Eastern conditions of .:leveloping papillar. character 
on a large scale have wisely given it up aR a hope­
(flSA taR~ aTJft adopt~'.their <ilwn lines of progress ar.d 
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effioienoi~ But the spirit of the British GOTernmen"t 
is not oompatible with absolutism. It is therefore 
struggling to 'milt up its own formato} free govern­
ment with 'orientlll forms. The oniy escape ·out of 
the meshes thus created is for the British to· adopt 
quickly the forms moat suited to Indio.. It _ld be 
€I mistake however to perpetrate absolntism /P'ly looger. 
Wo SO" that it will no longer do. What then does 
India want? It wants according to the genius of the 
people peace and plenty, and 'the peopltl and the 
Government to be welded togeth6ll' as 0. composit.e 
whore by the bonds of sympat,hy a~~ identity of 
interests, It does not care for forms of governD'len~ 
A. system of government where the rulers and tite 
ruled are in fun and complete touch is the only 
s<llution. The Government must work the peopJe's 
cause in all directions. Whatever concerns the 
best interests of the people in tra.de, commerce" arts, 
science anci industry must become fully arlit ~omple-. ., ") } 

tell' the interests of the government. India .~;Joa 
never known in her history separation of tfte gt,lvern­
ment from the pe~le and the people have never had 
the idli.~ of working anything \/y themselves withoul 
government control and governlO6JDt protection. Now 
when thtly are asked to OilaRage their affairs without 
the Government's active help they feel cut off from 
theIr wonted fount,a,iq of l~f\ and display, want' of 

23 
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vitality and s.trength. This is looked upon II.S failure 
on the part of the people to develop capacity for 
self-government. 'But it may mean' that such a 
systet1., being o~t of tune with th peov1e's life in 
India,. requires the restoring of the old and time­
honoured relati"Ds between the people and the 
Govern,uent. }'or instance, the religious endowments 
when severed from the government control have 
become impossible of management by the people. 
But the moment '.he Government control is sup­
stituted as in Nat;ve States, tl:ey will go on efficient­
ly and satisfactorily. Even so industry, trade and 
.~t,mmerce when left to the people themselves to 
w~rk out on western lines of thought and action 
are found to collapse, but, if they are pushed on 1fith 
th?, aid of the Government, will show fre8h signs of)f 
life and growth. Likewise the spirit of work should 
be oI1f of free inter-mingling of the rulers and the 
r.ul~d all mdispensible parts of the goverpment based 
D,; .• ,~n a spirit of the highest Imperial unity in catry­
ing 01) tl)~ great Government. It will become Impe. 
rial in the true sense ann nut in t~e narrow and res­
tricted one. The higher officers, Indian and ,British 
and the officers of on bordinate ranks as well com· 
posed of the varions classes, IndIan or E\lropean, 
should at ODce be made to realise a common feeling 
of'comradeship in the :P.!llilliB~ration of the country 
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knowing rio difference of creed or cast.. The GI'"',tl.'ll­
ment must. be the sole arbiter in t~e choice of men 
for all h,igh o~ces and the offioerl thq,s 801eoj;ed w:\ll 
be animat!)d by a spirit of complete 8ubordinatiop t.o 
the Imperial interests and aspiritof equa.lity ih tbesen.se 
of equal opportunities to u-ll &nd equ1l.1 trea~ment to 
merit. All will be bound exaotly by the s&me duties 
and the same rights. ~ll this is, of course, subject 
to the indispensible condition of maintaining the ir­
reducible minimum of British element in the.a.dminie. 

Q 

tration of the country. Otherwise it would cea.!!Il to 
be British Government and Ifritish administration • 
alike; but it would be Indian admi«istt'ation wi~";' 
British army to ..guard and to BtliP IU 9,Illy "+.then 
there are mtern!lol dissensions, We k!l.oW of no 
government !Ike this in the world. Eng1jn.d is 
here to rule Ii-llU not mer"ly to watch a game 
of Indian politics. What we want is ...the best 

-' ' ) 

forlll of British ,ltule consistently with· e~cijnq,y 

of Government and the progress and, pr08)erity 
of the people aud not merely an °evel'-receding 
shadow of theoBrltlsh Government, before a game of 
Inuian Democracy. The basic pr',:nciple is the Imperiu.Z 
wnity of ir<terests and not the 'lveakBning of the plJWer 
or the prlJ8tige of the Britillh Rule. Under the spirit 
of true Imperial unity the friction between the 
tfficiaJ ~ non-official V\st disapf)8ar •• 
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'J'he Native Princes and Chiefs will feel ~n this 
Imperial system that their ancient ideals .and rights 
wlJI be preserv~d ~na respected so long as th63' realise 
that they are part of the British Empire. The social 
and' religious reformation of the country, if it cannot 
'be direc,tly worked by an alien Government could be 
helped a great deal by the sympathetic Sovereign 
towards attaining it. All these may appear Utopian, 
but in truth it is not 80 No people will obey more 
cheerfully the mandate~ of the Sovereign power in all 
concerns of life from .the biggest to the smallest than 
the people of India. r What they require is merely to 
-;"" .:~~en in hand,in a frIendly spirit and shown the 
way. l'he unrest of the disloyal and seditious 
is bound to disappear, We are told that the 
worst '1editioDlsts even, do not want the British 
Rule to go out. On- the othel' hand, they 
are fully aware that 'if the British go away, 
hdli' ,~wiii '~Iose Del'selt 111 chaQs. For the 
llritlLQ' to I~ave India. now will be comparatively 
nothing ';:or 'l!:nglaud but 8 terrible blow to India 
from whICh ihe can nevor recover. FOIl" the British to 
sever from India at this time and at this juncture 
even as a trial and an expenment Will be very like 
leaving the millions entrusted by Providence to 
Briton in a helpless stage. Let not unrest even for 
a mome,nt !laue !jny revuID;~n of ffleling U'1 the pat'\; 
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of England towards India. This is the hour of trial 
for England ~nd Indin. alike. This il the hour of 
danger. It reqaires more tha.n ;Ve.· the '"fuilest 
strength and the greatest sympathy ~n the part of 
England not to forsake the great trust reposed in her 
of uplifting India. On the part of India, the*dtit,. to 
England is not lese but mQre. What is now wanted 
on her part is not passive loyalty but loyalty of an 
active, robust kind to the British throne more than 
ever before. Locked hand in haud, England and 
Indi; have to prove that the boqdf) of true Imperial 
unity must constitute the life of lnd,ia's future a~'Id 

not severance from the British' over-lordshIp. '1'6e 
highest good that India way yet acf1l6ve can be 
achieved only wIth Britain over UB and her unlimited 
sympathy for India. 

'l'he Hon'ble Mr. G-okhale asks for a decla~ation 
from His Ml!:jesty, the King-Emperor, .on ~ne':l grfa~ 
~ccasion of the Delhi Durbar of a. democratic forDj ~f 
government as the'eud aad aIm of thfol'Bri~l~h Hule. 
I quite agree that,Fhe great aud me[)lorable occasion 
is one I'lminently . befitting the declaration of the 
policy to be pursued by the {jover,)ment and it would 
constitutll the Great Proclama.tion of the year HI1 1. 
But the question is, what is the policy to be declared! 
Lord, Morley h,imllel£ .decl"'{~ IJmphatica~y. tha" u. 
~a.rliamenta:y form of Uover"Feot for fndia. is no: his 
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goal. Wbat then is it. to be~ I, for onel W09!d. much 
Booner declare'it to be one of Limited Monarchy~ith 
a C~~ncil t~ he·!~ .and with a Mem"~ ot~ the Royal 
Family enthroned fQr ever, more in' Delhi, the 
ancient and venerable Indrapr.i6tba as our Indian 
Sov;reign and Protector, and pledged' to carry out 
even more fully than hitherto these graoious words 
of the PrOClaln¥tlOu of 1858: 

'"In their prospArity w.ill be our streng~; in 
their oontentment 0111' security: and in their gratitude 
oar best reward, And may the God of all power 
.... ant to US, "nd to tbo~e in authority under US, 
-'\I 
strength to ~ar'ry out those oOr wishes for the good 
of Our people." 


