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PREFACE. 

TUE Unrest in India, and the political ten­

l'iOll which it has ongondcred, havo given food . 
for anxious thought to all patriotic Indians. 

011 the shaping of events during the next few 

years hangs tho peaco and prosperity of the 

gl'cat Indian Empire. It seems to me t~en to 

be the duty of every Indian to help,. so far as 

in him lies, to an ' accurate conception of the 

political forces that are now at work and their 

general tendency. This little brochure has 

been written, by one who belongs to no party, 

in the hope that it may tend to a better under· 

standing of the emt~g situation. 
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W t' live in a Rhort-memoried generation, 

and the condition of India prior to the estab­

lishment of British Rule, and the causes that 

led to the establishment of that Rule, are well 

nigh forgotten. I have thought it well, thero­

fore, to add a few general reflections on the 

rise of British power in India and the estimate 

of it formed by able foreign critics. 

SYED SIRDAR ALI KHAN. 

SIRDAU'S MANSIONS, 

Bombay, July, 1907. 



THE 

UNREST IN INDIA . 

• 

THE BOYCOTT AND ITS TENDENCIES. 

AN unfortunate combination of circumstances 

has identified the present it Unrest in India ,j with 

the Swadeshi movement, whereby Swadeshi 
and Sedition have come to be regarded as 

synonymous terms. For the purposes of this 

little brochure, I propose to draw a broad line 

between those two terms, and to dissociate 

the cry of Swadeshi from the Sedition which 
is disturbing the political atmosphere of India and 

carrying in its wake trouble and vexation to the 

various communities that form the Great BritisD 

I.ndw,n Empire. At the sa.me time it exhibits 
1 
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a lack of logic on the part of its promoters 

akin to the grossest ignorance, not unmixed with 

ingratitude, as the return our Rulers are receiving 

for the benignity and progressiveness which have 

so thoroughly marked the course of British 

llominioll in India. I write as one who has never 

been identified with party politics, though I have 

at all times t.aken a ueep interest in following the 

(;Ollrs~ of events. As a mere spectator, having 

no axe of my own to grind, I ha vo had an 

opportunity of watching the actors on the stage of 

:-;wadc::lhi and Boycott, who each "in his time 

Laf; played many parts," forgetful apparently of 

the probabilities with regard to the " last scene 

of all that onus this strange eventful. hi::;tory " 

"mere oUlivion." 

If the unrest in India could be reganlcd as tho 

outcome of a wholesome desire on the part of the 

people for speedier advancement, for improved 

educational facilities, for a higher and more liberal 

type of civilization than they at present enjoy" 

for an even closer tie between the new world of 

the West and the old world of the Easi than that 

which now exists, and for all extension of those 

benefits which the contact confers, it would 
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command unstinted approval. If the Extremists 

sought a I'emedy for the technical and industrial 

deficiences of their race; jf they strove to en­

courage self-help in commerce and manuraet.ures. 

the promotion of organized effort within the 

different castes, tho rovival of Indian art and 

Indian literature, and il. renewal of the philosophic 

adlievements of the past, then would their pro­

gramme assurcJly obtain-it would assuredly 

deserve-the sympathy and assistance of all 

thoughtful mOll throughout the Empire, both 

European and Native. Then could we speak 

benignly of our Ideal of Indian Nationalism, 

of cOIlstitutional reform-aye, of Hepresentative 

Government. 

Unfol'iunately for Iudia, however, the Boycott 

aims at none of these things. The avowed object of 

the Extremists is to abolish British rule and to drive 

the English out of the country. That is the real 

trend and purpose of the movement. To do them 

justice, they do not attempt to disguise their 

intentions : in their speeches, their pa.mphlets, 

their newspaper articles, they make bold declar­

ation of their ambitions and their desires; indeed, 

the la.ck of logic in their Boycott arguments a.nd· 



the ingratitude of their policy are only too plainly 

exhibited. 

A good deal has been heard lately of the 

awakening of Asia, of the revival of a spirit of 

N ationali ty among Asiatics, and of the ad vance of 

Western civilization in Japan; and in a crude, 

Buperficial manner the catch-penny propaganda 

of the Extremists has he on attributed to this 

"new spirit" of the Orient. Surely, if there be 

any truth in the contention, this "new spirit," 

as manifested recently in Bengal and the Punjab, 

must ue a poor thing at the best, with ingratitude 

IlS its mainsp:tjng and retrogression as its policy I 

In Japan, the" new spirit" is Been working on 

bold. manly lines. A small, insignificant nation 

has sprung suddenly into the status and privileges 

of a great Power; while the "Colossus of the 

North" has been humbled in the dust before her 

advancing armies. The Japanese did not, how­

ever, in the hour of their triumph, forget that to 

England credit was due not only for the efficiency· 

of their battleships, but also for their immunity 

frOID foreign intervention; and they promptly 

entered into a closer alliance, with their friends, 

t'Jle British, to whom they owed' so much. A great 



wave of commercial prosperity has been Japan's 

reward. There has been no Boycott movement in 

Japan. On the contrary, realizing as she does that 

her wonderful advancement during the last few 

years was brought about entirely by the adoption 

of Western methods, she has come to the conclu· 

sion that she cannot have too many of those 

methods grafted upon her own medireval civilisa­

tion, and sbe bas Europeanized her legislature, 

her regiments, her fieet, her systems of trade 

and commerce. She has opened her ports to 

European-and especially to English-merchan­

dise. She has, in short, en,tirely Europeanized 

herself. There has, indeed, boon a "new spirit" 

at work in the Far East, but that spirit was born 

of a union between the East and West. 

How contemptible, by comparison, is the work 

of the Extremists of India. For nearly two ccn­

turies this great Empire ha.s been progressing, 

slowly but surely, under British influence. From 

a conflicting mixture of parts and elements, India 
has advanced under British guidance to a condition 

of peace a.nd prosperity. A beneficent, although still 

a despotic Government, its legislative work, 1/ pro­

Ceeding within view of the people," has creat04 



order out of disor~er, commercial activity out of 

lethargy, harmony out of discord, continual peace 

out of perpetual war. For fifty years the nations 

of India, antagonistic by instinct, have lived in 

concord under the Union .Tack, and the Empire 

to-day has reached a culminating po~nt in her 

political progress, educational au.vancement, and 

commercial prosperity. If all goes as well with 

her in the future as in the past, Lite prophet lleed 

)lot be an exceptionally wise one who ventures 

upon the prognostication that India, unLler the 

l)ower of the British name and of 13ritiRh adminis­

tration and influence, has centuries yet Lefore her 

of steady progress towards that am!Jitious 

goal which is the aim of her legislators and 

her peoples. 

The Extremists wilfully forget thesfI things: the 

Indian people have climbed the ladder of pro­

gress erected by the British, and baving approached 

the summit, they are now competent, under 

British guidance, to ascend another rung, and 

another, and yet another. But the Extrcmists­

having reached the precarious height to which the 

ladder has led them-would kick from under their 

feet, with an ingra.titllue and inCOnsistency whiclJ,. 
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are truly astounding, the very means by which 

they have climbed to that position, leaving thorn· 

selves dangling betwixt earth and heaven, to 

drop eventually, if their purpose be achieved, 

down again to earth, to chaos and disorder. to 

the conuition in which the people lived before 

the atlveut of the English. 

Yes, to chaos and disorder; for if British 

influence were removed from India to-day, chaos 

and disorder would again be the condition of the 

Empire to-morrow. The antagonistic elements 

which form the component parts of her population 

still remain antagonistic, in spite of the harmoniz-
• 

ing influences of that religious tolerance which is 

one of the greatest blessings of British rule. 

The tc extensive police precautions" that are 

necessary at every great religious festival of both 

Hindus and Mahomedans are the best evidence of 

this. If British rule were removed, would the 

cultured Brahmin, tha intellectual Jat of the 

,Panjab, the warlike Mahl'atta oC the Western 

Ghats, the educated Rajput, the highly civilized 

Parsi, and the progressive Mahomedan be able to 

form among themselves a Government sufficiently 

powerful to control the conflicting, elements? It 
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is not likely-history and tradition have shewn 

and proved how impossible it would be for them 

to do so; for do not they themselves constitute 

the elements of discord which have to be con­

trolled? 

Before India is ripe for self-government, there 

is a hiatus in political training and governing 
capacity to be bridged. The existing racial divi­

sions, the ignorance of the masses, and the pre­
judices of caste make representative Government, 

at least for the present, an impossibility. In the 
social life of the people, local questions of race 

and caste outbalance the principles of uatiopality ; 
and while these conditions prevail, self·govern­

ment is out of the question. Indeed, little 

inclination exists among the majority of the 

people of India themsel ves to abolish customs 

which ha.ve been proved injurious to the com· 

munity. "We have iu India," said Lala Baijnath, 
.. the spectacle of a society split up into a number 
" of infinitely small subdivisions, each holding 
II itself aloof from the rest and trying to make 

"its exclusiveness IloS strong as possible. Not 

"only is the presen,t system the parent of the 

II di.integr&tion now 80 common in Indian 
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~ Society, but itis ~ the root of many of the 

« evils and the 'ClaUSe of so much misery now met 

"with in India., In other respects, also, the 

"descent from theidtlll.l of tJIO &aathras to the 

" actual of modern India is sufficient to drive a 

" rofonner,to uespa'ir." 

It istl'ue that tho Ertst Iw.lia Company, when 

the government of tho country came by necessity 

into their bands, bad Borne vngne notion that 

the people of India would be legislativoly con­

trolled by Dritil-h agents up to a certaiu point, 

and that when this given poillt wa.s reached tho 

oventu:61 govdrnlllllnt of the country would devolve 

upun the mhu.:atod hea.ds of comwllIyties, l"nving 

th(' A,,~:(j f),I,X ill' fJ'C11 t',1 rot.urn h'Hll(, to look 

after theil' 0\'11 ~\tl:dl'~, Whatever that ·:t,ratm{k 

anu diplomatic point may hava boon in the im­

agination of John Company, it 11as .certainly 

llever been reached. 

In spite of the increasing odl1eational facUities 

provided by the Btitish Government, the masses 

of tb'epeople are still ignorant: India is still 

a divided mition j the caat~· system of tbe 

mnd-Qs,athoogk'tllltilling many aseful·· functions.,' 
a 
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is still a direct barrier to the ideal 'of a United 
Empire j Wl1ilc th,.. hnl~o3,jbi1it.io~ or ·Hindu, 

Musell IOlan, anu Parsi amalgamation still exi~ 

But the Extromists themselves provide the most 

potent argument, among all other arguments, in 

opposition to any possible scheme of self-govern­

ment for the Indians. It is the case of the 

Irish N aLionalists over again: Ireland would pro­

Lably havo had conferred upon her, long ere this, 

a consi<lerable measure of control over her own 

affairs, had not the violence of her agitators, 

coupled with the divisions in her own ranks, 

1'onderod such 1\ measure impossible. In~ia has 

now I1rrivell at a stage in her upward march, when 

out Legislators would be well-advised if they were 

to avail themselves, mal'O than they do at present, 

of Nativ~ knowledge and intelligence as a. gui~ 

ill administc"illg tho aff~,il's of the State, and 

v ~Il.tiv~. Consultative Council might therefO,.,};)6 

considoi~ with favour. The spirit of the Boycott 

movement has shewn, however ... that those Ex-• 
tl'emists who· are AngUcised have become. the 

most truculent; that many of the roen to whom the 

. Gbvernment ought to be able to look fOl' aOOrlnis-

~tntive and legislative jl.S$ist.ance are 'di&loya1-~dJat; 
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some of the best. educated among _them are'}ike~y' 

to be: influenced by personal interest an~ intrigue. , 

To .trust to any of these for expositions "of the reo 

quirements of the masses would, be mOA~ injur­

ious. By their extravagant advocacy of imaginary 

political rights, they havo ~isclol.led their incapa­

city for goverl'lment ; while, on the other hand, 

theil' blatant disloyalty to the BI'itish Crown is 

so unjust and illogical that it has become ridicu­

)ous. The Extremist is, in fact, putting back the 

clocK: of India's progress to an irretrievable 

extent, 

It is. not, however, in India alone that India's 

enemies are to be found. In tho British Parlia­

ment the Extremist has already found his partisans 

among those of the quarrelsome and disatrec~, 

known· by the apt title of "Littlo Englanders.'" 

"-Little Indians" would be an apt titlo, too, for 

their ' bdian compeers, and the two parties are 

well adapted for comradeship. 

Lord, Metcalfe said that if India < were ever . , 
lost to Great Bl'itain, it would be on the , 
" , 
tlQOl' ·<f. the \ ;House of Commons. l'h,is, stat&.- . 

, ..,.~ ... , '~~,ah9ut ,tbr.ee-qua.r~s ,()f & century , 
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ago, and meantime India is not ioet, but has 

grown into a colossal Empire, though it is mueb 

to be deplored that the British Gov6l'nment is 

being so malignantly and tenaciously assailed in 

the Honse of Commons by Englishmen who 

hold the proud distinction of being tnembers 

of that body. 

It is impossible, considering the present 

relativo position of the great Powers, that the 

sedition-mongers win come even within measur­

able distance of their uesiro-to see tIle back of 

the las~ Englishman ascending the gangway to 

tho steamship's dock. The" anarchy and bloody , 
chaos" which Mr. Morley tells us would result 

from this imaginary incirlent is therefore a mere 

phantasy as far as the immediate present is con­

cerned. Such an event, however, is not an im­

possihility in the future. England, it must be 

remembered, has not during the last fifty years 

been engaged in any war with a European Power. 

Events may so shape tbemselv~ in timos to 

come-and events march very quickly now/tdays 
-tha.t in spite of the Hague Conference and 
all the professions of peace now being 80 

anxiou.'tly promulgated, the, sturdy Islanden whQ 
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Mw dominate half the world, may find lhemselVE!s 

onoo mQre,facing the hostile armies of one, perhaps 

two, perhaps three, rival a.nd ambitious nations. 

It is imma.terial to consider» in this arga­

rr:ent, where the conflict is likely to take place. 

But it is lI{)t improbable, if so terrible a war 

hroke out, that the ancient battle-fields of 

Northern Asia, on the high road to India, already 

trodden by countless hordes of fighting men in 

days gone by, would again be tho scene of carn· 

age. We can well imagine that the British, 

beset by overwhelmingly superior numbers, finding 

that .with modern arms of precision they could 

no longer rely upon those brilliant cavalry and 

bayonet charges that onco made their soldiers 

the dread of Europe, in the faco of lnll.UY 

adverse circumstances, might be dl'iven back, and 

still further back, until they were forcell to fight 

stubbornly to the last for their very oxistenco. 

In that blackest bour of her Hfe, England 'Would 

call-not in' win. we may be sure-for all 

available figbting men from all the four carners 
of her vast Empire to reinforce.-her depleted 

regiments ,and to form new Army Corps. The 
sedi~~gec' Qf. £astern Beu.sa.l wowd have, at 



this juncture, his wishes gratified; for just as the 

Roman Ie~s were withdrawn one by one from 

Gaul and Britain to fight for the protection of 

Rome itself, so would the British regiments in 

India-cavalry, artillery, and infantry-remove 

their tents like the Arabs and "silently steal 

away." Then probably, one by one, the legislative 

gentlemen, the commerdal gentlemen, the high 

officials, the governors, the agents, the collectors, 

would follow suit-called home to look after the 

affairs of their own country, to protect their own 

hearths, perhaps. Then, indeed, would the sedi­

tion-monger have his day. For a short while, one 

can woll imagine, the government of the co-antry 

would proceed smoothly enough-the clever 

Nativ(l ofIicials who had been called upon hurried­

ly to occupy tho higher seats, vacated by their 

superiors, being competent Ilnd quite willing to 

resnme tho course of administration so rudely 
interrupted by these untoward events: that is, 
of course, provided the sedition-rn«?ngers did not 

create a. diversion, as they probably wonld, by 

claiming those seats f~r themselves. 

Then, ere long. some great reformer wonld. 

appear with th<.l. brilliant ide-. 'of'· No:twnah 



Assembly. Then, without a d.oubt, everythittg 

would go wrol1g with India: caste p'rejudices-. ~ 
hithorto slumbering under the tolorant yet power-

ful sway of the Englishmen-would b~ suddenly 

roused into vitality; Mahomedans, with a smoul­

tiering onthusiasm for tho past glories of the 

Moghul ascendency, would fall foul of their old 

enemies, the Mabrattas; tho warlike tribes of 

the Afghan frontier, spoiling always for a fight, 

would come down from the hills .in quest of their 

favourite pastime; the Sikhs, revengeful to this 

day for the ma..'lSacres of I<'erozeshah, woulu 

assuredly have something extremely unpleasant 

to say to the followers of the Prophet; the Parsis, 

rich but small in numbers-once more tlw quarry 

of covetous aue! unscrupulous men, as they wero 

during their thraldom before the advent of tho 

Englishmen-would be wedged into a corner, 

hardly knowing which way to look for deliverance 

from impending evil. 

Not internally alone would India experience 
.. I , '" 

the fearful' strain of het, new condition-her 

"freedom," as' the sedition-monger \Vould call it. 

The iEmpite has not ceased .to. be the goall/Jf the 

~oua-#a,twlli p{ the north... On the eontrary~ 
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there has ,been no break in the continuity of her 
r 

misfortune. in this respect. It is the same now 

as it aJwa.ys wa.s j and we may b", I>urc, could we 

but peep into the secret cabinets of the European 

bureaucracy, that we should find their many 

military and Ilaval plans and many documents 

from for~ign agents abroad, all tending to show 

tho vari()n~ Illotho<{s by which In(lia might bo suc­

cesefully attacfted by sea and land. Nay, Illore. 

the Power or the Powers who succeeded in driv­

ing back the forces of Great Britain into the safe 

shelter of their own Ii tight little, bright little 

Il:Ile," would be the firi:!t to appear at India's side 

of the Khyber Pass, with their fighting tJatta­

lions: it would be the naval guns of those Powors 

that would first be heard booming over the placid 

watel'S of :Uombay Harbour, 

At this momentous time, in the hour of trial 

and in the period of direst need, we can well 

imagine that the sedition-monger, deprived by 

now of his source of income, P"'fP1Y robbed 
of his home, would 

Groan for the Roman legions back Qgain 

And CWIIIU"S Eaglel\. 

It UJ to Pe hoped tb.at the cry will not be ia' 
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VAin. Let US' more sincerely hope, ill~eed, that' 

Bosuch tragedy, the possibilities of whiclt. for the >, 
sake of argument, I have ventured to conjectt\l'el 

will ever ooour-ebher - this or any internal 

eruption to mar the great deeds already "per­

formed by the British race for India's good, or to 

hinder the works of reform that are now proceed­

ing. Let us hope that the sedition-mon~er will 

awake eventuaUy to the absurdity, the treachery, 

and the ingratitude of his position, and that the 

Boycott movement wili become merely ono ot 
t.hose harmless Shibboleths indigenous to the 
Orient and tolerated for the sake of their quaint 

incongruities by the" Powers that be." In the 

meantim~, let us hope that the industrious 

Banyah is permitted unhindered, as behoves 

a. free and enlightened country, ''to 8e11 "Drum­

magem " buttons at Crawford Market a.nd Not­

tinghamsbire ribbons at Hornby Road. Let us 
hope that India may never bo unfaithful to 

her Anglo--S~ friends. Let us hope, rather, 

that, under $nglish guidance, ahe may have 

centuries of undisturbed, peace, progress, and 

wnoo" before ber; that she may become, in 
tuJMat 01'\ tim,,·. a~at UDitecl oation; tha& ( " Q 
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she may rival the Occident in hel' refinements, 
her culture, her learning, her arts., and industries, 

in the paths of medicine, surgery" acience, philo­

sophy, and the law. For here, in truth, we have 

the ambition of her legislators-the goal towards 

which all political effort is manifestly directed. 

By fidelity and confidenc~fol'1 rf. jldteet"n-a,ll 

things are made possible for the Indian people. 



SOME CAUSES OF THE UNREST. 

I THINK I have shewn ,hat it would be futile 

to disregard or to underestimate the fact that 

ft unrest" exist.; nor can it be denied that 

the Extremists-I use the term Extremists 

advis~dly as distinct from the People-have 

lost confidence in their Rulers, and that~ in their 
wild career of blatant assertiveness, they seem to 

indicate tha.t the ;British Government should reUn-. , 
quish India to them-a proposition which it would. 

be ridiculous to entertain or discU&S. Indeed, I 

make bold to ' say that even it the Extremists' 

really regarded such a. calamity as within the range­

or practicallt~tuaJitie8, they would be, the ibM 

to pause and reflect on their own ribald aigres· 

sivenees. 

, nwCpesti_ therefore that present themselve .. : 
'-lVtetber the , 144UU'eft'" i.~ RatiOnal-; aad-
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whether it exists throughout the Continent of 

India or is merely confined to a particular sect 

or area 1 And contingently with these proposi­

tions has to be considered, as of the most essential 

importance, both the cause and the remedy. 

It being admitted that unrest exists, it is neceS­

S;\ry to specify that it finds no sympathy with the 

important classtlsoftbe Indian community, namely, 

the Ruling Chiefs, Traders, Zemindars, and Culti­

vators; and with these may also be included the 

sixty millions of Mahomedans, who comprise, as 

compared with other classes, one-fifth of the 

population of the Indian Empire. Unfortu­

nately, it has to be admitted that a section-though 

only II certain section-of $ducated Indians is 

responsible for the movement and these have 

endeavoured to incite unrest amongst their fellow­

countrymen, the centre of the agitation lying in 
Bengal, where the blaze I\rose, and whence it 

has gra.dually spread to a few Qther areas of 

India. . Indeed, it is much to be- deplored that 
some or the very class tb&t: has been brought' into 

greater prominence thanlltihe other classes by the 

Govermnen,t, . as a result of Western educllttio~ 
are responsible for the troublo. 



No prel'ious Government, ' either Hindu .. .. ' 

Mahomedan, aver established a system of mass 

educat.ion; in fact, prior to tbe inauguration of 

British rule, no idea. Qf democrilotic freedom existed 
in India, and consequently even educated Iudians 

had no thought of politicru rights, nor of &Bserting 
them. But the British Government, by establishing 

the system of education that has prevailed, based 

on Western thought and liberal principles, has 

created quite a new feeliug. It has taught the 

people not only that they have acquired rights of 

a constitutional character-more particularly free. 

dom of speech, which has been abused-but that 

the G<>vernment has incurred obligations to them 

tha.t involve the right of domination in the rule of 
the country. Heno. the assertiveness that impels 
them to encourage the belief that they must, by 
any means, constitutional or otherwise, get certain 
privileges which they have construed into rigbts. 
and their determination not to let Government 
alon~ tm thtly have secured them. 

Indeed, ,was it to ~, expected, when poIjtical 
Jmtory was taught in schools and colleges, and '.. . ~~, students were' taught how England • 
•• andWe&tenl Europe gamed ~8ir 

•• I " 



~ed~, that they would 'continue to !'Mere the 

hoary traditions of India, rega~ the Raja as 

the incamation of the Deity and the King as 

f.'he Shadow of God? Was it to be expected 

that they, in the words of the Great Sarli, 

would say "Aye" to the ;King, if he was to 

proclaim day to be night? Western education 

teaches, as a first principle, that freedom is every­

(lne's " right:' tha~, the Govornment by law 

established is for the welfare oftheco~y, which 

i,s guided not only by Divine law, but also by 

constitutional laws. When thO' words, "that the 

Government is for the ryot and not the ryot for 

the Government," are on the lips of· every 

person, combined with the doctrine that from 

childhood an are free agents and can demand 

their rights, which the Government is bound to 

concede. how can.the repositories of that teaching 

be exp~ed to content themselves with anything 

less than the,frl1its of such teaching? 

Admittedly, th~ Indians ar6~r desirous ot' 

reaching the goal ot their ,.e,mbition, namel:r).J,.ocal 
Self-Government or ~ .t S~ar~j,.. 'Which is :-tiijl 

~. ~ ~ 

direct result 01 Wes~,_cation; and '~8t"'~ 
ilow' ~:'to bn.g iato effect the same ~ 
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of agitation as have :been UB~ in Eu;ope -4: 
'secure the ob~ theYba.ve in view. Education. 

has given the~4 first lesson in freedom which 

cannot be forgotten; it has also opened their eye~ 

to wha.t ma.y be regarded as the poll8ibilities of the 

future; and every just and right-thinking man will 

doubtless a'gree with me that the unrest which 

exists amongst the educated classeS-however, 

individualised it may .. bc-'1Vill not on~;J.astl'" pu, 
will increatl' da.y by da.y. 

The questibn therefore to be considered is, hOlf 

far are the demands now advanced legitimate and 

practicable 1 In my opinion, the intellectua.l class , 
are obsessed by the abstract. principle that freedom 

is their , right. They have not considered, nor 

have they forgotten, the immense differences 

that exist between Asia and Europe, more especially 

between England and India; 'ltlule tbe so11J'Ca of 

libertl and the distinction between eo1l!titati6nal. 
methods and revolution have 'be6n 'completely 

lost to view Nor, In conceiving their rights 
i 

and ,+..demanding th~, haVi) ~e ~ Intel-

~s ~leeted Iiil. 6pportune moment . . The~ 
~,~~ce~ , no gr~9<j"or ~he pglIts alread, 
.",...i.to theJn : for their, ed~oation; for . the grea~ 
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lidvanooment the country has made under British 

Rule, aU of which have combined to raise them 

from a condition of absolute obscurity into a 

position of prominence, whereby they are now 

permitted to talk about political privileges as 
rights. The Bengalis-who have benefited more 

than any other race under British rule-have 

been foremost in spreading unrest and in 

trying to croate haLred for the Government in 

the hearts of the masses. Instead of acting with 

wisdom, caution, and foresight, they have adopted 

violent and unlawful methods of procedure which 

will never be successful in aiding them to realize 

their ambitions. 

The Government have given Indians.n ljberal 

education and have taught them freedom; but the 

lesson of morality, which is a concomitant of free­

dom, seems to have burntl 110 fruit. And yet there 

are no visible signs that Government regrets the 

steps it has taken in these directions, or that it in 

any way resents constitutional dexnands that are 
made on it in a lawful m~ner. Moreover, if we 

look at wha.t the Government ha.s done f{lf Indians, 

we must be convinced that it bas a4'eady givea by 

de~.Jll.Ofe privileges tha.D th&y ever ~ 
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or ever hoped to possess; it has gradually raised 

them to positions which transcend the wildest. 

aspirations of their progenitors and has opmled 

paths to educated Indians which were entirely 

closed under Indian Sovereignty. 

With the record of progress under British rule 

before us, coupled with the principles that govern 

the prosent administration of the country, surely I 

am entitled to say that, if Jnuian politicians wouhl 

only govern their metho<ls by constitutional prin­

ciples and discard what is subversive of those 

principles, they would, step by stev, gain the confi­

dence of Government amI would attain tho goal 
• 

of their reasonable ambitions much sooner than 

otherwise. 

The real cause of the unrest is education, or 

rather I should say "indiscriminate education." 

It was not brought into existence yesterday, 

but commenced from the day Western educa­

tion received existence in India. As education 

advanced, unrest took root and grew. Tho 

first symptoms were noticed as far back as 

1885, and took sbape in the starting of what 

is now known as tM "Indian National Con­

gress." Tho organisers of that movement-the 

" 
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men who brought it into existence and who em­

boldened the Natives to join it-were not Indiaui{, 

but disappointed and disaffected Englishmen. It 

does not, however, follow that that organisation 

was started with evil intent, or that it had dis­

loyalty, sedition, and opposition to Government 

as its mainsprings. I shall, for argument sake, 

suppose that the original intentions of the pro­

moters of the Congress movement were bon,2 fld(J, 

and that the welfare and prosperity of the coun­

try and the attainment of political freedom for 

India were their only aims. But the modes of 

procedure, from the very commencement, imli­

eated that the scheme would be the distinct 

fuilure, both in its objec.:ts and in the result:;, 

which we are witnessing to-day. 

In the spoken and the written word, the Con­

gress leaders had only one theme-the imaginal'Y 

evils of Government; its high-handed administra­

tion ; its tyranny; the unsympathetic behaviour of 

its officials; the poverty of India; and the helpless 

condition of the ryot. These denunciations were 

conched in such violent language that the authori­

ties began to bate their calumniators; and the 

Government, which had been of immense benefit. 



27 

to every section of the Indian peoples, began, in 

somo quarters, to be regarded as tyrannical and 

unsympathetic. 

Tho Congress leaders, from the very com­

moncement, advanced an extravagant progl'anullo: 

their demands W,3re not only absurd and unprac­

tical-and if realizod would ha.ve boon to the 

advantage neither of India nor tho Indians, excopt 

possib~y for the nggrnndiscment of the few WIlD 

made them-but also the conditions of tho COUll­

try did not warrant tho changes suggested; while 

for some classes the granting of tho Congress 

uemaqds would have boon positively ruinous. 

Up to a certain stage, the Congressmen said:­

"'Ye desire a change in tho administration and 

"not in tho kingdom: we are criticising the 
"administration and not the administrators." Thoy 

lost sight of the fact that they were not living on 

English, but on Indian soil, and that if India wero 

to become another Ireland, government would be 

an impossibility. Where the Government is of a 

different religion from, if not in conflict with, that 

of its subjects; where the subjects de) not profess 

one religion, but are separated from one anothor 

'by thought, habit~, and customs; where the clash 
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of race, creed, and caste is sharper, deeper, and 

more enduring than in allY other country in the 

Universe, government through the franchise is 

utterly impracticable. Iudia has never had such a 

governmont, nor could it exist for a single day. 

When the National Congress was first started, 

some wise and far-sighted statesmen prophesied 

that, though its policy appeared to be within con­

stitutional bounds, the result would be sedition, 

and that the paper-wall which separates agitation 

from sedition would crumble and decay; then war 

would commenCB first with the pen, and finally-if 
that were practicable-with the sword. It is only 

the last stago of this prophesy that remains 'unful­

filled. ludoed, it is the proverbial tail wagging the 

dog--the latter representing the COlll:,';"OSS and 

the forIller the Extremist, whose policy is one 

of' thinly-veiled resistance to tue Government. 

These seditious and revolutionary ideas, which 

have long existed in the guise of demands for 

popular rights, have- been unma.sked since the 

:Partition of Bengal. Before the Partition. there 

was no suggestion of Swadesbi or Boycott : since 

then there have been no party cries of equal vehe­
mence. Yet, who Ca.n deny that the Pa.rtiti~n 



was a wise and necessary step, not only in the 

interests of Government, but for the welfare of the 

majority of the population of Eastern Bengal t 
There was DO other practicahle course open to 

the Administration, Still the l~engalis conceiveu 

such violent hostility to the meaSUl'e that they at 

once commenced to oppose and hate the Govorn­

ment, and to start disloyal and defiant demonstra­

tions, expressing rabid and malignant opinions iu 

their speeches as well as in their writings, If this 

is not a spirit of sedition, pure and simple, what 

elHe can it be? Ti.le originators of these plots 

claim that their demands are esscntial for tho 

aUvancoment of th!' country, and that they will 

tend to improve its prospects; they try to im­

press upon the ignornnt masses in Bongal and in 

the Punjab that by sacrificing overy personal 

belonging and consideration, out of pure patriotic 

feeling for the country, they will become martyrs 

for the common cause. The illiterate folk in the 
Punjab and Bengal relish greatly what the Ex­
tremists teach them-that is, that Swadeshi and 

BoycoU are great blessings for the country, be­

cause they will give an impetus to local arts and 

industries; that men who are idle will get occupa­

tion ; ~bat the poor will be savt~d from starvation; 
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that the wealth of the country will remain in -tbe 

country instead of being drawn to Europe through 

commerce; and that Swadesbi will safeguard India 

as the Oreat Wall protected China. To support 

their cOlltentiolls, they make inflammatory speeches 

and hold up the Government a.s tyrannical looters, 

unsympathetic and dead to all feeling. 

ThlS syrup, which is being slowly administered 

to the masses, at the first taste scerus to be very 

sweet, but the admixture is poisonous. People 

who know no better drink it innocently, and the 

consequence must be disaster and ruin, if not 

political o.cath, which tho ignorant masses do not­

nay, cannot-realize. 

Now lot me put some questions to these sclf­

cxtollctl patriots. Where were they in the years 

prior to the Partition agitation ~ Had they then 

110 sympathy o.1',d love for the Motherland ~ If 

thoy had, where was it concealed ~ Was it ever 

expressed prior to the Partition~ The fact is 

that, by virtue of numbers, the Bengalis enjoy­

ed D. monopoly of influence in t.he old Province of 

Bengal. The major portion of the Mahomedan 

community was kept in a. state of positive subjec-· 
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tion and dared not lift up their heads, nor even 

speak in self defence. But by the Partition, the 

Mllhomedans Rre in a distinct majority in Eastern 

Bengal, fonning as they do sixty-six per 

cent. of the population, and are consequently 

entitled to a greater share in the Administration. 

In this will be found the real reason why tho 

Rongalis are moving heaven and earth to creato 

ill-feeling in the hearts of the population; and 

for this purpose alone they commenced to 

exert every nerve to breed mischief. r n 

every school, every youth was taught the same 

lesson, in every corner of the streets the same 

sermo~ was preached. Is there any gennine love 

for the Motherland in the cry that, so long as the 

Partition is maintained, the Swadeshi and Boycott 

movements sha111ast 1 Why, this very statement 

clearly proves that if the Partition, which is a. 

constitutionally settled question, is upset to-day, 

the swadcshi and tbe Boycott agitation will ceaso 

'to-morrow. Swadeshi is not, then, an end in itself, 

but a means to an end ~ And that end is not the 

welfare of the Motherland and the advancement of 

India-it is nothing nobler than the preservation 

of a selfish predominance in a. Province where the 
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Bengalis are in a numerical minority? To can this 

a patriotic agitation is a complete travesty of the 

term. 

Then, again, why is the Boycott essential to the 

Swaueshi cause? The real meaning of Swadeshi 

is the iUlprovement of local arts anu indus­

tries, and. tho purchase of home-maue in pre­

foronce to foreign goods. This is a very 

lauuable object, which everyone appreciates, 

and a step which will prove !~dvantageous 

to the country. Indoed, Government not only 

sympathises with genuine Swadeshi, but encour­

ages local industries amI holps the movonwnt in 

various ways. In view of these facts-(a} Is it 

common sense, much less common gratitudf', to 

boycott English goods? (6) Why, in the namo of 

Swadeshi, is hatred creatod in the hearts of the 

massos against the British Government? (0) Why 

is physical force used to deter other persons 

from purchasing English goods ~ (d) Why are 

students in schools and colleges enrolled as 

National Volunteers to assist the boycott mova­

ment 1 (e) Why are the children and young men 

deprived of healthy education 1 (f) Why are 

they taught the poisonous lesson of disloyalty "1 
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(g) Why are efforts made to create hatre(l and 

opposition to the Government in their hearts 1 In 

my opinion, those tactics do not evidence love for 

Motherland, but hostility to its true interests and 

a deliberate invasion of the first principles of 

political economy. 

Another cause for the unrest which is often 

advanced is that the promises made in the 

Imperial Proclamations of 1858, of 1817, and of 

1903 have not been fulfilled i that Indians have not 

yet been appointed to high posts and given their 

proper share in the administration; and that, 

thoug!? the Congress has been reminding th~, 

Government of its pled,ges for nearly a quarter of 1\ 

century, the Government, does not heed its re~ 

presentations for the development of the country. 

There appears to be some slight truth in this 
contention; but I most emphatically contraclict 
the statement that the Government has not car­
ried out ANY of its pledges i indeed, the fact is 
that since British Rule commenced in India, the 
Government-spontaneously and volllDtarily,with­

out any dema.nd being ma.de by Indians and in 
deference to no pressure-bas given Indians 
muy hip. a.ppoiA~ in the administration of , 



the country. A reference to history, or a survey 

of the existing administration, especially on the 

Judicial side, will prove this statement. 

The East India Company, although it was a 

commercial enterprise and only by force of 

circumstances became the Rulers of India, bore 

the claims of the Indians in mind and gradually 

improved t.heir position; but no share in the 

Administration was given to them, though some 

were employed ill small posts with insignificant 

salaries, till 1833, when the pay of the Tahsildars 

and Munsifs was not more than a hundred 

rupees a month. After that, the posts of lIeputy 

Collectors, Deputy Superintendents of Police, 

and Sauar-us-Sudur were created, and their 

salaz-ies 'Were raised to four hundred rupees. 

Simply w-ita the idea that the Natives of India 

might qualify for higher administrative appoint.­

ments, in the year 1834, the system of education 

was place~l on a very firm footing, and in 

18!l4 Universities were created. In 1858, the 

East India Company ceased to exist and the 

adIhinistratioIl o~.lndia passed into the hands of 

the British Crown! from that year India ha$ 

gone steadily ahead and never looked back. 
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The administration of the country largely 

depends on its Legislature, and therefore the 

Legislative Council is a very important body, ill 

which the Indians are included. WhOll it was firot 

inaugurated-taking the then state of a.ffairs into 

consideration-only Native Ruling Chiefs and 

Notables were nominated; but., subspquently, quali­

fied men, irrespective of wealth or status, were 

included. Later, the elective systom was intro­

duced, and by that procedure picked represent­

atives of the country were given seats on the 

Council, by which procedure the Govel'llment 
and the country have beeu greatly benefiteu. 
Instead of Rajas and N'awabs (who were only 

nominally l\:T embers of the Council), experienced, 

educated, and intelligent men, whom the country 
could trust, obtained seats. It is admitted that 
some of them have worked very capably and have 
materially helpedtLe Government with their sound 
and mature advice. This procedure is still in 
force, and in every Department-Revenue, Judi­

cial, etc.-several appointments have been created 
for Indians and the ,salaries of officials have 

also been increased : more than this, Indians have 

been admitted to the Civil Sevice, while the Pro~ 

v.iacial &Iv,ice was spec.i.a.lly constituted for tbem. 



Indians now attain to high appointments of 

which their forefathers never even drea~t: they 

are Collectors in churge of whole Districts, 

Sessions and Civil Judges, Commissioners, 

Members of the Boards of Revenue, High Court 

Judges, and, in fact, sit beside Englishmen in every 

Presidency. On several occasions, Indians have 

officiated as Chief Justices; and now Mr. Morley'S 

scheme provides for the admission of two Indians 

to the India Council as advisers of the Secretary 

of State in the administration of India. 

After studying all the evidences of progress 

which I have given, can any fair-minded subject of 

the British Crown say that the Government has not 

carried out very many of its promises and that the 

dool' for high appointments is closed to Indians ~ 

It is true taat Indians have not been given any 

military appointments, but we caJ1 safely take the 

Imperial Cadet Corps as the first step in that 

direction. The most serious point, however, that 

has to be consiuered is how it would be possible 

for a far-sighted Government like ours to appoint 

Indians to the Military Department, until such 

time as it is convinced th"t Indians honestly regard 

the British Government as their own Governme,.t, 
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and that they lU'e really loyal. Do recent el'ents 

in the Punjab and Bengal, added to the difficulties 

I have enumerated, encourage Government to give 

Indians Military appointments 1 

The results obtained by allo\Ving the Indians to 

join the Civil Service are before everyone's eyes. 

Can any Government desirous of ret.aining the 

country ever think of giving the command of its 

armies to Indians with safety ~ 

If the result of the edueation given to the 

Indians, and of their being raised to high position s, 

had proved satisfactory; if the educated men and 

officials were real well··wishers of the Government 

and the country; if they had appreciated the 

blessings.of the British Raj; and if they ha.d proved 

themselves to be a grateful people, I am sure the 

Government would have spontaneously given them 

responsible posti in the Army. 

But the bitter lesson tha.t the pupils have 

taught their pa.trons is such that it is visionary now 

ever to think of the time when Indians will be 

largely Seen in the glittering uniforms of the British 

Army. The unwise and short-sighted acts of the 

Extr~ lyi.v~ gone a long way towards remov.~ 

iog the 40Diunce which had been created rn tbe 



milld of the Government by t.he past fifty years' 

hard work. They have not only harmed them. 

selves and their community. but ludia in general. 

Another reason is given for the existing un;est, 

and that is the passing of the Uni\'ersities A'Ct, 

which, it is said, will check education. It is even 

said that it is the desire of Government not only 

t.hat there should be no improvement in education, 

but that, as far as possible, such obstacles should 

be placed in its way as would render higher 

education an impossibility. By virtue of the 

Act in question, it is asserted that Indians 

are precluded from expressing any opinion 

011 any educational questions, and that, with 

these objects in view, the Government has 

increased the powers of its officials Dver'the UDi­

versities and the number of official Fellows, while 

it has considerably reduced the number of Indian 

I-ellows, imposing such strict and stringent condi­

tions that several Indian schools and colleges 

flUlQ.Dt now be affiliated to the Universities, 

Though there ¥e defects, more or less, in the 

Universities Act, they cannot reasonably be attri­

Wted to , any evil design on , the part of the 

Go.v8t.nment. The Gavernment framed its legisla-
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tion simply with the object of removing the deCects 

which existed in the system of education. Is it 

not a depressing commentary upon our methods of 
political agitation that the deficiencies in the sys­

tem of higher education, and the general unsuita­

bility of the, products of the high schools and 

colleges to face the stern battle of life, should for 

years be a matter of complaint; and yet, that as soon 

as Government attempted to remedy these defects, 
it should be charged with the desire to subvert the 

whole educational system to the prejudice of the 

people of this country? There is no greater tacti­

cal blunder than always to attribute evil motives to 

those who differ from you; but this is the invari­

able practice of our Inuian publicists. 

If one reads the history of education in India, 

one will have to admit that the existence of an 
educational system in this country is due to the 

liberality of the British Government. Under 

neither the Mahomedan, nor the Hindu SovereJgns, 

was any attempt maue to introduce a genera' 

system of education for all classes of Indians. 

The East India Company first sanetioned a yearly 

grant of a bkh of rupees for ~he purpo!5e, alld 
DOW tile expenditure has been~ai8ed to fe.~eral 
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millions sterling annually and is being increased 

year by year. Still I would point out that the 

expenditure under this head, t.aking the present 

state of prosperity into consideration, ought to 

be considerably larger and should be brought up to 

the level of the kingdoms of the West. 

Another reason which is given for the unrest is 

thc excessivo taxation, which is being increased 

year by year, anu which we are told is sucking 

the very life-blood of the ryot, reducing him to 

such a state of poverty and misery that he cannot 

combat plague and famine. Though there may 

be some truth in the assertion that in places the 

ryot is rather heavily assessed, the real unrest has 

nothing to do with it. Hardly anyone amongst the 

educated classes knows how cultivation is carried 

on and on what scale the ryot is taxed. Very 

few, if any, are aware of the real condition of the 
masses. The whole nnrest is due to a sudden 

illcrease in the political ambitions of the educa.ted 

few; and the complaints of excessive taxation, 

which are ridiculous in view of the lavish 

reductions of recent years, are only nsed as a 

disingenuous pretext for creating hatred agains.t. 

the mvernment in the hearts of the ryots. 



THE UNKEST AND THE REMEDY. 

IIA Vl:'S"G enueavoureu to ue~crihe the pl'm;ent 

conuitiOIl of unrest and the consc(}uent disastl'ollfl 

rosults, the remedy has to be considered, w}lic;h 

is a very difficult (lue~tion to exprcso; an 

opinion u~on. The Statesmen of Great Britain 

and] ndia are all busily engaged in devising tho 

Dleans of subduing the present unrest, for tho 

benefit alikfl of the Hulen; and the Ruled, lmt 

they have hitherto been unable to discover the 

correct specifIc. 

Some intelligent lovers of liberty and ex­

perienced men have expressed the opinion that~ 

to end the unrest, the Governmeht ought to 

satisfy the demands of the Extremists, and it is 

suggested that they should be given a larger thare. 
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in the Administration. The most important ques­

tions, however, which have to be considered are, 

whether the demands for self-government can ever 

be complied With? whether such a course could 

be pursued with safety? and whether it would be 

to the advantage of tlle vast inarticulate masses 

-whose interests Goyernment are bound to pro­

tect ~ The Teplies are, of ~OUl'se, in the negative. 

The 1\Iouemtes amongst tne agitators wiII not 

be satisfied until "there is some constitution like 

"the English Parliament in India; until, except 

"a very few officeR, all the higher appointments in 

" every departmont are given to Indians; until 

"t.ho Arms Act is abolislled; until every Indian 

",(who desires to be) is made a volunteel'; until 

,. t.hoy (l.1'e given the power of voting on the finances 

II of the country; and until they are cOllsulted on 

"questions of peace and war with otho~ Nations." 

I can safely say that these wild aspirations will 

110t even approach the vista of realization-at 

least, in tlle lifetime of the present generation: 

1 sballleave the hereafter to speak for itself. 

.The Extremists; it goes without saying, will 

~ot b~ satWfied with anything short of "Swa.raJ:" 



and if matters, we often hear it said, reach a 

crisjs, there will be only one ,of two alternatives 

for the Govel'nn~nt to adopt-either to give up 

India altogether or to repress .~ Extremists 
, 4 

with an iron haud. This latter remedy would be 

a very harsh one, and it would be against the 

nature of Government to resort to Buch all 

extreme measure, noll would it meet the prosent 
.10 ·',11. 

&itoation. On the contrary, it would create 

hatred in the minds of the people instead of only 

in a small circle of 'Exttemists. 

I would now venture to suggest a middlo 

course between the two extremes: 

The Government should interpret mOre libe. 

rally its promises to admit Indians to all brallche~ 

of the administration ; it should give Indians more 

Government appointments than they have 'bad 

hitherto, and a larger share in the government of 

the conn try : the 'appointments should be given 

in every department, except the Military. 

There ought to be a more equitable distribution 

of the Military charges between Great Britain and 

India~a question which is to be fresblt in. 

v~ated. 



In the Legisla.tive Councils, greater weight 

should he given to the opinions and suggestions 

of the Indian Members, more tl!:ipecially because 

they are acquainted with the conditions and 

requirements of their own country. There ought 

to bo some improvement in the Budget Debate, 

as the non-oflicial members now have no control 

OVer the income and exponditul"o of India: the 

Buuget is placed on the table, cut ~n<l dry, and no 

\'otes aro taken on it: the Indian Members 

)IJ'ing their "peoches written and read them out, 

and their views regarding the Administration are 

}Jl'opoundcu, whether good or had, but little 

llccll, if any, is given to their snggestions. The 

reforms in the Supreme and Provjnciar Councils, 

which are now under the conRidcrntion of Gov­

ernmont, should ombmee not ouly an increase 

ill the number of Indian Membors, but tho 

Iudian Members should he given the power of 

voting on all important ma.tters and also on the 

Budgets . 

.,As the inclusion of two Indians in the 

India Council is now to become an accom­

plished fact, it is desirable to have two Indian 
.,,~ 

Members on the Supreme Council and on each 
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Provincial Executi ve Council, who would be a.ble 

to advise the Government on matters of import­

ance, and they should be consulted ou every 

question with the official members. These mem­

hers would hold no portfolios and would dischal'go 

no oxecutive duties. Their functions would be 

~visory, and they would form part of the full 

Council that would olecide all questions of policy. 

More money should be spont on Education than 

hitherto. 

Tbf'lDi8trict officials (as suggested by Mr. Morley) 

should mix more freely with the Indians 

socially, so as to enable them to get an 

insight into the feelings of Indians. In-Beveral 

CUl:les, Government officials remain unware of the 

real condition of the people, and-except the 

information that they get through their subordi­

nates, which is very often unreliable-they never 

get into touch with Indian opinIon. This deficiency 

would disappear if they wers to come into personnl 

contact with the people. 

Social and friendly relations ought always to be 

encouraged and official authority IIhould be kept. 

on one .Bide. to be used only in case of necessity. 
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In hardly any town" in India is there any real 

friendship between· the officials and the Indians, 

and though the British have been ruling for more 

than a century, race prejudices still exist and are 

unfortunately increasing. Consequently, very bitte, 

remarks are heard about strained relations. The 

same feeling prevails to-day as at the commence­

ment of the Raj, namely, that the British are the 

conquerors and the Indians the conquered, and 

there is no common brotherly feeling. Indians 

may have all the defects in the world, but they 

have as a nation always proved themselves to be a 

grateful people, who look only for sympathy and 

respect. In those cases whore high Government 

officials treat Natives with considoration and recei va 

them with respect, not only do the Indians look to 

them as their Rulers, bllt also revere and respect 

them, and would be certain, if necessity arose, to 

sacrifice their lives and belongings for them. 

Several instances of this nature are to be found 

in the history of India. 

When the Mahomedans conquered India, the 

relations between them and the Hindus were very 
strained: the Hindus regarded them with hatred, 

and the Mahomedana treated the Hindus with 
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contempt. But ,ve have 081, to look to the bene­

volent and far-sighted policy of the Great Akbar 

to realise the extraordinary change that be was 

able to bring about in t.he feelings of his suhjects : 

he discarded religious prejudiees, not only in 

words but in practice, and united the Hindus and 

the Mahomedans, ma.king no distinctions of en ate 

or creeu: there were in tbe State as many 

Hinuu Nobles, Officials, Advisers, etc., all Maho­

medans, and the Hindus held an equal number of 

appointments in the Revenue, Judicial, Military, 

and Financial Depa.rtments; while at public 

ceremonies and private gatherings, no one could 

discern the difference between the two races, st) 

united were tbey. 

The effect which this policy of Akbar had on the 

Hindus d"es not need recapitulation. In short, 

Akbar was worshipped by the Hindus as a Deity: 

the Hindu officials forgot all the ill-feeling and 

racial hatred which existed in previous times and 

commenced to work for him as they would for 
their own Raj; indeed, the effect of Akbar's social 
treatment brought about such good feeling that 
affinitive relationships commenced, and by th~ 

n;tarriage of. Akbar the Royal family becam~. 

relatioos of the Hindus. 
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Jebangir and Shah Jehan kept up this wisa 

policr, ,~nd the Hindus in return sacrificed their 

very Ufes for the safety of the Delhi Kingdom. 

If that policy had been continued by the .succes­

sors of Sllah Jehall, India would have flourished 

for centuries under the Moghul banner; but 

things were destined to be otherwise. 

If ono reads the history of British Rule in 

. India, he will be struck by tho marvellous effect 

kindno!l>; and sympatllY havo had on Indian minds, 

which will he found contrasted in the despotic 

l)olicy of LorlI Lytton and the sympathetic rule 

of Lord Ripon; the treatment Lord Lytton 

experienced on the evo of his departure was 

quito difl'm'ent from the bearty and. sincero 

ovations tha.t Lord l{ipou rccived when he left the. 

shores of India. Lord Ripon's name, even to­

day, is a household W01'd with the Natives of 

India, amongst whom he is looked upon with the 

greatest 3.ft't~ction and reverence. 

Two· years have scarcely elapsed since Their 

Royal Highnesses the Prince · aM Princess of 

Wa.les visited India. Ry their gracious man­

ners and innate sympathy, they WOll the hearts 

''of all Indians, and the expressions of devotio~ 



and loyalty which the Hindus and Mahomedans 

jointly offered could not hav~ been more sincere 
~'" \ ~ 

a.nd pronounced if sovereigns of their ort race 

had been visiting the soil. Not OO1y did the men 

participate in the- r~oicing9, but the- ladies of 

every cl~8 and Eloot 'apontaneously joined in the 

demonstrations of loyalty and affedion, and the 

lIAmes of the Prince awl Princess of Wales have 
become sYllouyms for courtesy, sympathy, good­

will, anti benignity in every Indian household. 

nis Royal Highness grasped the fact that 

the principal grievance of Indians is that there 

is a lack of sympathy on the part of mnny 

Government officials towaros them, and that they 

ace not trpated with politeness and consioeration. 

In His Royal Highness' speech at the GuilJhlLll, 

when he summed up the impressions of his rndian 

Tour, he said :-" I cannot belp thinking, froQl 

OJ all I have heard and seen, that the t.ask· of 

.. governing Indiat wilt be made the easier it 

... we, on OUI" part, infuse into it a wider. eiement 

U of sympatby. I venture to prediet that to 

rt such sympathy t.here will be an ever-a.bundant 

"and genuine response." Those wise words 

sbould £orm. the k8yno~e of Briti~h rul~ in 
7 



India; and if all Government officia-ls were tf) 

follow in the foot-steps of Their Royal High­

nesses, not only would the Indians obey them~ 

but they would be preplllred to slave for them. 

Of course, there is no law by which common 

good feeling can be brought about, but the 

Government can give its officers "instructions," 

privately and unofficially, to associlLte freely 

with Indians. 'Fljr insta.nce, high officials, who 

have large districts under their charge, are 

looked upon as the representatives of the Vice­

roy, and wheu they are at their headquarters 

they sllOuld give one or two garden-parties a 

year, when Indians wOllld have R chance of 

meeting Europeans on an equal footi~g and of 
exchanging views with them. With freedom of 

intercourse and its fruit-a better understanding 

of all classes of the people-most of the .. tn-
" 

cultiea which now beset thlil Indian Governmeu,t 

would disappear. 



A LESSON PROM HISTORY. 

IN the previous pages, I have endeavoured to 

analyse some of the causes of the unrest that 

undoubtedly exists in India, and tp indicate wha.t 

I believe to ~ the most effective remedy. But I 

think th<?S6 of my countrymen, who are not 

amongst the Irreconcilables, would gain a truer 

insight into the existing situation if they were to 

r8l!d and re-read the history of. the growth ot 
British power in India and study the principles 

on which it is based. There is no more common 

weapon in the armoury of Anti-British invective 

than to represent the British Raj as the outcome 

of greed' for territory and lust of dominion. 

Nothing could be farther from the truth. Britis& 

power'iR India expanded not in a "fit of absence 
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oCmind," bnt in direct opposition to the repeatedly· 

expressed desire of successive Courts of Direc­

tors. 

Writing noarly three-quarters of a century ago, 

Lord Metcalfe, in a retrospect of the influences that 

prevailed at the time, said that it would be found 
that the Natives of India had not the vaguest 

pussiblo cunception of what the H Company" was 

with which their rulers Were making treaties and 

to which they were ceding territory: they spoke 

of it as "Koompanee Bahadur" 01' "Koompane6 

John Bahadur," and were content with the 

knowledge that it was an invisible power from 

beyond the kala IJani-a power which.was symboli­

cally represented by a sword in one hand and a 

ledger in the other! And as time progressed, 

the Natives had great faith in H Koompanee 

Jehan," for the1 felt that the now power was true 

I1lld ,that there was something in it that they had 

not known before, and they went on quietly from 

generation to generation, still satisfied with the 

shadow of the Great Moghul. English education 

was a thing just spoken of as a vision of the flltulle ; 

while steam-engines, railroads, and the electric 

telegraph were unheard of. Even enlight.ned 
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Natives of India knew little 01' nothing of the 

.power of Parliamentary debate or of Whigs and 

Tories struggling for ascendancy. 

In that state of affairs, the British public­

knowing little and caring less aboat the aWairs of 

India.-were content to leave her to her own 

resources, even :Ministers of the Crown excusing 

themselves from. medtlling, upon the plea that the 

Company would be offended: consequently, colli­

sions between the Crown .and the Company were 

few, and there was not unusually some personal 

influence at the bottom of those few. " John 

Company" 'Was himself of no party; indeed, the 

Diroctor~-who could sit in Parliament if they 

could find a co~tituency to elect thom-were seen 

voting against one another, sometimes even on In­

dian questions. India was then rea.lly a nanseo~ 

drug in the Parliamentary pharmacopooia, which 

few could be induced to taste and nOne relished : 

the result was that with ignorance in the East 

and insouciance in the West, th~ conrse of events 

... aurnftled and a spirit of absolute complacency 

prevailed. -'John Company" eollected his revenues 

_ paid his dill.dends; and though_ was 



Mmpelled -evel\tuaUy to abaudon his trade monopo­

lies, he was still regarded as So great merchant prince, 

The theory which was adopted was that the British 

mission in India had for its objective the improve­

ment of the people of the country up to a point 

at which their fitness for self-government would 

be recognized, wben the British would withdraw 

from .the scene, preserviug only a reciprocity of 

commercial interests. This was broadly stated 

in a despatch (written by Mr. James Mill) from 

the Court of Directors to the Government 

of India on the occasion of the renewal of the 

Company's Charter in 1833; and it has from time 

to time been repeated that upon this ?asis rested 

the British tenure of India and that the position 

of the English in the country was that of guardians 

or stewards. The people of India still regarded the 

great Moghul as the fountain of honour and the 

Company as a sort of benevolent agent or admini­

stratOl', who managed things as they had never 

been managed before. paid his servants with great 

regularity, and seldom or nev~r broke his word. 

The Mutiny of 1857, however, induced a new 
order of things, and made a difference in the po8i-' 

t.ion ofT datI's: it abolished for ever 6ie~~" 
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prestige of the Moghul, and the Queen's Procl~ 

ation of 1858 declared that while there was no 

design to interfere with existing relations, aU that , 
was due from tbe Company would be dilcharged in 

fuU by the Crown. Thus, as tlw Great Mog-hul, 

for sometime previously, had only existed in 

Ilame, there was really no substantia.l difference 

in the state of affilirs, except that the suppression 

of the insurreetion afforded the British a great 

opportunity-they had in effect re-conquered India, 

and therefore the occal>;on had been thrust on 

them of asserting the supremacy of the Cr~wn 

of England and eventually of assuming a distinct 

title of ,lndian Royalty. The latter event 

was, ho~ever, deferrod until the introduction by 

Disrll.eli in the House of Commons, on the 7th of 

February, 1876, of the Royal Titles BilJ; and in 

order better to convey the relation of ca.use and 

effect, it will not be out of place to summarize 

lI.ere the history of that event, which so thoroughly 

changed the constitutional character of thel Gov· 

ernment of India and ga.ve birth to declared 

Imperialism. Disraeli had sorne idea that it 

would be an ,offence against the Royal preroga.­

"" .. -it.,. stated what the new title was. to. be 
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but it Is said that the Queen-ever since the 

Duchess of Edinburgh had claimed precedence 

over ber ilisters-in-law on the ground that bers 

'Was an Imperial whilst theirs was a Royal title­

desired to be styled Empress of India. On the 

Qther hand, most people objected to a change in the 

Queen's designation .. Why, it was asked, should the­

successor of Egbert wish to be a modern Empress l' 

To insert India in the existing form of the Royal 

title would rulaquutely meet any real necessity for a 

change. The Imperial title w,as also surrounded' 

by evil associations, and it suggested that· 

Imperialism, or personal Government., tempered hy 

cD.8ual appeals for· support to the Democracy 

or the Army., over the head of Parliament, was· 

the cnd aimed at by the Ministerial policy. 

Disraeli'S haugMy refusal to commnnicate the­

new title to the House of Commons was met by Q. 

motion that no progress should be made with the 

Bill until tlte title was re'Vealed; but be 

eventually yielded the point, promising to give the 

D.~sary expla.nation before the BiU was read a 

~oDd time. The debate on . the second reading 

showed olearly that tl\e HOUSEl of Commons wa.a 

. bostile to the Bill • but a.s. ~he.Governmen.t 8&"'. 
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pledge that the title should he used in India only, 

the second reading was carried. This pledge was, 

however, soon broken; for the Proclamation was 

made, not that tbe new title should be used in 

India only, but that it might be llsed overy where. 

save in the Unitod Kingdom. The Peers were 

a8 reluctant as t.he Commons to sanction the 

adoption of any exotic titles by the Crown; but 

pr~ssure was brought to bear on thorn for the 

purpose of overcoming their throatened opposition. 

Lord Shaftesbury was summoned to Windsor in 

the early Spring, and as it WillS twenty Yoars since 

he had been the Queen's guest, his Diary records 

that he assumed that tho invitn,tion was brought 

about by t~e controversy then raging over the 

Royal Titles Bill. U~det· date the 12th March, 

1876, he wrote: "I dread the visit ....... the cold, 

" the evening drosH, the Holitude, for I am old 

"and dislike heing far away from assistance 

1/ should I be ill at night. The Queen sent 

"for me in 1848 to consult me on a very 

II important matter. Can it be so now ~" The 

next entry showed his foreboding to be correct. 

for on the 14th March following he wrote: 

I~ RetUl'Ded from Windsor. I am sure it was so, 
8 
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t< though not distinctly avowed. Her Majesty 

"personally said nothing." But though the Queen 

did not discuss tho views he expressed to her, a 

Lord-in-waiting formally requested him to com­

municate them to Mr. Dismcli, who paid no heed to 

tlH'm; flnrJ, accordingly, Lord Shnft.eslmry, on' the 

:lrd of April,p;il;, movOllan Adtlress to the Quecn 

in thc 1T 011>:(' of Lords, praying her not io take tho 

title of Emprcss, urging that in time it would loso 

its present. impression of feminine softness, an(llJe 

transformc!l i1lto "Emperor," whol'Pupon "it 

must have an ail' military, despotic, offensive, 

and intolemule." Lord Slmftesuury observe!l :­

"Loyalty itself was a selltiment, and the same 

" sentiment that attadlOd the people t? the word 

41 1 Quellll' a vertml them frum that of • .Em­

Il prf'ss.' " 

Quoting f!'Om IIothler's Life of Lord 

Slmj'tc3ullrll (Volume III, pages 3G1-371), 

in tho division that occurreu in the Lords, 

though the GoYcl'l1ment obtained 137 votes in 

favour of what the Saturday Revi6w caned Il a vulgar 

and impolitic fnnovation," eight Dukes and 

a large body of "habitual courtiers" voied 
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with Lord Shaftesbury in tho minority of 91. 

The heated debates that took place did not, 

however, affect the personal popularity of the 

Sovereign: the dismal prm.lictiollS of the opponents 

of the measure were not verified, because their 

protests doubtless convinced tho Court that any 

ostentatious display of Imperialism hy an ancient 

constitutional monarchy would load to :t recrude­

scence of'the Hepnblican agitation. 

On the 1st of January, 1877, tho assumption of 

tlte additional title hecame an accompliHhed fact, 

aull the daily papers were fillell with glowing 

account;; of the I'rodamatiun of tho Queen as 

ElllprCi:;~ of 11111ia, (Kais0l'-i-Uilld) at Delhi, in tho 

presence Of the Viceroy amI tho great Feudatories 

of'the Empire of India. The ceremony was accom­

panied by salvoes of artillcr'Y ; awl It haIll1er alHI 

meual were given to the Princes of IUllia to com­

memorate the event, five of the most powerful of 

whom-Holkar, Scil1llia, Cashmere, 'fravancoro. 

aud Oodeyporo-were granted rank, typified by 

salutes of twenty-one guus, equivalent to that of 

the Nizam; but as the Viceregal salute was raised 

to thirty-one guns, Holkar anu Scinuia, whQ 
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claimod to hold higher status than the Viceroy 

in their own dominions and equal rank with him 

elsewhere, went away discontented. The ceremon,. 

represented the final triumph of the new system 

which had been inaugurated by Lord Canning­

the system by which, instead of ruling India by 

a paternal bureaucracy, whose aim was to sweep 

away all magnates who stood between it and the 

people, the hereditary rights of the Native Princes 

were recognized, and they themselves were admit­

ted as corner-stones in the fabric of Empire, of 

which the" Kaiser-i-Hind " was now proclaimed 

and wa~ intended to remain thereafter the apex 

and the crown. Finis coronat opus / 

It bas recently been said iu the Hous~ of Com­

mons that India was won by tho sword, and must 

therefore be held by the sword. Tha.t was 

a mischievous statement-all the more mischi­

evous becauso it was untrue. It is true that 

India wa.s won by the sword-from the French, 

the Dutch, and the Portuguese. There were but 

few, if any, cases during the existence of the East 

India Company in which territory was actually 

added to the Bdtish Empire as a result of hosti­

lities purposely pursued for territorial acquisition. 
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The fact cannot be too forcibly impressed upon the 

minds of the Indian people, that when the first 

small body of English gentlemen, constituting the 

British East India Compa.ny, landed on the shores 

of this Empire in 1600, they came not for conquest 

but for trade. As traders they remained, until 

a greatness that they did not anticipate was 

thrust upon them. The Government of India. 

became their destiny, nolens volens, and righ t royally 

did they perform their task. The amelioration 

of the people's condition, the development of the 

industrial resources of the country, the purifica­

tion of justice, the civilizing of barbarous tribes, 

the suppression of unholy rites and cruel abomin­

ations, the general diffusion of enlightenment 

and trutli, these formed but a few among the 

many good deeds performed by the English settlers 

under the hot sun of the East, isolated from those 

of their own race, in a climato where there are no 

ordinary incentives to exertion, amidst dangers 

and difficulties calculated to have deterred the 

brave and to have repelled the resolute. 

Throughout the career of the East India. Com­

panYI ~e, -evince"" no desire for territorial 
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possession. Indeed, in William Pitt's Bill for the 

Better "'Administration of India (1784), it was 

clearly stipula.ted that 

As the pursuit of sohemes of oonquest was repugnant to the wish, 

to the honour and the policy of the British Nation, that it Willi 

uot luwful for the Governor-General in Council of Fort William, 

wit.hout the express authority and concQrd of the Court of 

Directors, or of tho Secret Oommittee, either to declare or oom­

Inence hoeWitirs, or to cnter into any treaty fur making war 

against any of the Native Princes or Statr" in In,lia, or any 

treaty guaranteeing the dominions of such Princes or Statel!, 
CAC',pt when hostilities have been oommenoed or prep~ratioDB 

nctually made for the attack of the British Nation in India, or of 

80l1le of the States lind Princes whosc duminions it shall he 

eURagod hy subsisting treaties to defend. 

In tllC operations of tho East India Company, 

the traIler waR everywhere dominant-in their 

councils at Home as woll as in the directions 

given to their servants abroad. They made it 

a set and steadfast policy not to retain the slightest 

possible hold of the I>oil. The multiplication of 

factories was anathema to them; a fort was an 

abomination; and although they nearly lost their 

monopoly for neglecting to fortify their factories, 

the Oompany at Home blamed their represent­

atives . in India for even thinking of territorial 

aequisition /l.D.d of militl!ory defensive measures. 

Indeed, so little did thQse commercial gelltlem(fll 
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think of fighting the Nativos or India tll!lt, during 

the War of Succession following Shah 'Jeban's 

reign, they actually imported ordnance and muni­

tions of Wo.r-on a (( pure mercantile bottom," U11 

the saying is-thinking tlJat tho riyal princes 

would pay handsomely for good<; which caultl lw 

turned to such profitable account. 

Eager as tho Company wore, }lOwevor, to curtail 

the number of their factories, thoy continued to 

increase : thcre was some sort of natural law 

which seemed to insist upon tho Englishman's 

progress in the East. From the llomhay coast, 

where they were first {lstablisheu, the factol'ies 

extended to Agra, thon on to the coast line (If 

Mauras, and presently on to tho shor(ls of the 

nay of Bengal. This gl'adunl extension of the 

Company's sphere of influence waR neither the 

result of commorcial cupidity nor of territorial 

ambition. When it became necessary, in tha 

fulness of time, that the English traders should 

'exercise an administrative control over tho Affairs 

of the countries in which they had settled, unac­

custotned as they were to their 'new rMe as terri­

torial lords and incipient rulers, they were at fu"t. . 
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staggered by the responsibilities that had been 

thrust upon them: they were anxious to confine 

their possessions to Bengal, being afraid of an 

expansion towards Madras. Even Clive himself 

Elhrank from any further extension of the Com­

pany's dominions. "My resolution was, and my 

hopes will always be," he wrote in 1765, "to 

confine our assistance, our conquests, and our 

possessions to Bengal, llehar, and Orissa. To go 

further is, in my opinion, a scheme so extrava­

gantly ambitious and absurd that no Governor 

and Council in their sonses can ever adopt it." 

It was for the purpose of peaceful commerce, 

therefore, that the English first came to India. 

It was by trading treaties with Uuling Princes 

-permission to erect factories in the l\Ioghul 

dominions having been granted by J'ehangir in 

1613-that they secured their first foothold on 

Indian soil. 'Vhen it became necessary after­

wards to defend those concessions against the 

French usurpers, those commercial gentlemen 

proved themselves as handy with the sword as 

with f.he pen. Then came the expediency of 

defending those Princes from whom they had 

obtained trading rights &.ga.inst the a.ttacks or 
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their. enemies; and so, in eourse of time, the 

English gentlemen became soldiers-supporting 

and protecting the monarchical power tha.t then 

ruled Rindostan-as well a.s men of business. 

N ext followed the Subsidiary Trea.ties with friendly 

fulel's, who undertook to provide the British 
with additional fighting men in the event of 
their being attacked. But tho English gentlemen 

were compelled. by the exigencies of their posi-. 
tion, to become diplomats as woll as soluiers, 

and the history of 1)1e so-called "conquest" of 

India-an eventuality that was imposed on those 

gentlemen-is but the history of a superb 
diplomacy. 

In all cases it was diplomacy first-war after­

wards, it diplomacy failed. It was ouly whon ro­

peated negotiations had failed, it will be remem­

bered, that the British guns at Plassey opened 

fire on the forces of the 'Nawab Siraj-ud-Daulab. 

Subsequently, there is no better instance of wa.t' 

supetvening on dip~Qmacy than tha.t given" in the 
despa.tches of Lord Corn wallis concerning the" in­

fraction of the Treaty of ~e""ce by Tippu Sultan:~ 

.. The peaceful offers for a,· settlement ~Il 

t;hediplon:mtic Ulessages ~hat ~Eled froI» 
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the British camp to that of Tippu Sultan, 

during a period of months, before the Allied 

Forces finally sallied out to meet his forces, 

would have filled a Blue Book. That circum­

stance, taken with tho discovery of the Malartic 

Proclamation in the Mauritius, which disclosed 

the plans of Tippu Sultan to drive the English 

out of India with the aid of France, left no 

other altenlativo to the British than teat 

of annihilating the great entity who had conceived 

tho ambitious design of becoming Emporor 

of Hilldostan. Unfortunately, the Moghul powor 

had already reached a condition of decay. and if 

evidence were needed of the necessity that ju!;ti­

fled the policy of Wellesley, it is found in the 

fact that the Nizam and tho Pei8hwa~Ma·homedan 

and Hindu rulers-combined with the British 

to rid the country of a personality, whose achieve­

monts and power had already become a menace 

to the peace of the land. In short, the Tripar­

tite Treaty had two common and indivisible 

objects, namely, the annihilation of Tippu Sultan 

and the expulsion of the French-objects that 

wero a.ppa.rently essential to the peace and pros­

perity aUke of the three powers ropresented by 
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the Tripartite Alliance. It is unnecessary here 

to go into the ultimate results of that war: they 

are too well known to Deed repetition. 

As a result, however, of the wars into which 

the English commercial gentlemen were forced, 

they only supplanted. after all rulors who were 

aliens like themselves. It seemed almost an 

act of Providence that brought this body of 

astute Englishmen into India at the time of India's 

greatest need. For centuries past the tide of con~ 

quest had been pouring into the land from the 

north-from the Oxus and the Jaxartes, from tbe 

borders of the Ami Lake, and from the snow· 

capped mountains had come the overwhelming 

conquerQrs. From time immemorial, India baa 

been the goal of the ambitious nations of the 

north. After the Aryans themsel ves came the 

Greeks aud the Arabs, and then the Tartar hordes. 

And the variolls nationalities-with different 

creeds; different religions, different manners­

which these continual inroads had brought into 

India., made it ,absolutely necessary that upon 

soma alien race more powerful tba. their own 

should devolve the ultimate control of the 

d.iv01'8ified elements. It seemed to be a Divine ' 
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mission, which was foreeu upon the English settlers. 

The English came peacefully, unostentatiously, 

and quietly; and they sternly, generously, 

and determinedly set about their task of reform­

peacefully always, until compelled, for the sake 

of their own safety and of their own honour, to 

replace the pen and tho ledger by weapons of 

defence, in a crusade of peace for the woll-being, 

happin~ss, and prosperity of the people of India. 

Sir William Kaye wrote: "The poorest coolie 

is entitled to all the solemn formalities of a 

judicial trial; and the punishment of death, by 

whomsoever administered and on whomsoever 

inflicted, without tho express decree of the law, 

is a murder for which tho highest functionary in 

the Company's territories is as much accountable 

as a swoopeI' would be for the assassination of 

tho Governor-General in Durbar." 

Surely, then, looking at India as she was then 

aUtI as she iii to-day, it is not an exaggeration to 

speak of the advent of the English as an act of 

Providence! The Portuguese had preceded them 

-adventurers who were bound by no laws, 

restrained by no scruples, insolent and violent, 
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the true enemies of this country, with the seeds 

of decay already perceptible in whatever constitu­

tional principles they possessed. The French and 

the Dutch were there also; bnt, fortunately for 

India, neither of thorn made mucll head way in 

their schemes of Empire-fortunately for India, 

advisedly, for the volatile. pleasure-loving, Ullcom­

mercial Gaul 1mB llever yet shown an aptitude 

for colonization, and the Hollander is much too 

unsympathetic, too insulated, too abstracted, to 

show s1Jfficient energy for conducting anyone's 

affairs except bis own. There was only one 

Power in the world which was able to save India j 

and an English writer has truly said that "the 

great structure of our Indian Empire has 

been reared as no human intellect would hava 

designed, as no human hands would have fashioned 

it; it has been reared for us as for a. chosen 

people." 

The more all the circnmstances of the 

rille a.nd progress of the British Power in 

the East are considered, the more palpable 

and ~batinate appears the scepticism which 
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would attribute $0 stupendous and mysteriouS! 

a movement to anything but the special 

interference of an Almighty Providence for a 

purpose commensurate with the grandeur of the 

design. Rir William Kaye hai:l informed us that, 

II Naturally uisposed towards slow and cautious 

movement, the East India Company were hurried 

onward by an irresistible force, which made them 

in Rpitfl of themselvos, merchant princes amI great 

territorial lords." Wonderful, indeed, was the 

manner in which tho road was cleared for the 

advance of the Company. Decay and debility, 

corruption and disease, in the body politic, were 

in evidence; and notliing in the lanu hall any 

Vitality and progressiveness in it save that one 

little body of London men;hants, which soemeu 

beyond the reach of intrigue or of direct assault 

to injure or repress. Hard knocks and repeated 

uiscouragement gave them new courage, new 

strength, new determination. 

The initial attempt of the settlers at legislative 

control was wondorfully sllccessful : it was success­

ful because it was based on the Constitution o.f 

the British people, with the sanction of the Mother 
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of Parliaments. Lord Cornwa.llis collected the 

scattered fragments of Government which he found 

in the country, and to that which was flimsy aud 

transient he imparted substance, strength, and 

permanence. Aftor much profound thought, with 

the advice and assistance of the Company's 

officials, he laid the foundation of India's existing 

Constitution, and for the first time in her history 

t.ho Empire had a code of written laws and regula­

tions, to which all possible pUblicity was given, 

with legislation proceeding, as has alroady been 

said, "in the presence of the people." Tho Statute 

Book was opeued to every man in the land who 

had the will and tho ability to peruse" it. The 

legislature, the executive, and tho judicial powers 

were divided under separate control-that great 

protective principle of a free people to which no 

despotic government in India had as yet submitted; 

and the Cornwallis system, like the system that 

exists to-day, respected iu every way the usages, 

tho prejudices, and the predilections of the people, 

aud was most honestly and humanely devised for 

their protection. 

Within a few years-a decade to be precise­

John Compaay had beell credited, in a folio 
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Blue Book, with many useful public wOl'ks, includ­

ing embankments, canals, systems of irrigation, 

roads, bridges, buildings, factories, and docks. In 

Bengal there was soon hardly a rood of land not 

under culti~ation. The jungle hau entirely dis­

appeared. Ii A man may go for miles in any 

direction," said one of the writers of those days, 

" east and north of the metropolis, and see plains 

succeeding to plains, whore there is not one biga.l;1 

of unproductive soil, and where many thousands 

of bigahs give their return of two crops in the 

year, without irrigation, and without that careful 

labour which seems indispensable, in the Upper 

Provinces, to successful agriculture. More new 

bazaars will be found to have been established 

within the last thirty years than old bazaars to 

have docayeu. The circulation of money in the 

interior of such districts is very considerable. The 

number of men who derive competence and con­

sequence from the soil is large." It might have 

beeu added that the provinces under direct British 

contl"ol had then enjoyed nea.rly a century of 

unbroken peace. Something might have been 

said, too, a.bout the abolition of the evils peculiar 

to the old RyotW'ar system, and the introduction 
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of . new regulations which "declarod revenue to 

be subordinate to justice," the discarded method 

having made justice entirely sl100rdinate to 

revenue, thus giving to the Native rev~nue officers 

the power to «punish a.nd confino" and to take 

from the ryot annually all that he could pay. 

Under the British regulations this mighty oppros­

sion ceased. AU compulsion and restraint on the 

free labour of the ryot were removed, and freedom 

in tra.de, as well as in agriculture, became an 

established fact. By the TIeglllations enforced by 

tho Mauras TIoard of Hevclllle, tho Collectors had 

the paramount duty imposed upon thorn of res­

training their N;lt.ivo subordinato>1 and of protect­

ing the libe~ties of tll() people. Proprietary rights 

were recognised which hatl not beon recognised 

before. 

The old estates of the country were passing 

away from the anciont proprietors, who, we are 

told, 1/ stood bewildered, cOIlCused, dismayed, 

scarcely knowing by what strange juggle they 

were suddenly, but a.lmost imperceptibly, deprived 

of .their rights." Many, as their descendants 

related, diQCf of broken hearts. Others. incapable 
1C) 



74 

of silent endurance-high-caste and high-spirited 

Rajputs-boldly asserted their rights in the 

teeth of the fraudulent Dewans. The mild and 

oquable now rules of the East India Company put 

a stop to frauds which had brought about this 

unhappy state of affairs, security was given to 

person and to property, the violent and tho lawless 

were repressed, alld every oncouragement was 

given to peaceful industry. " I have just march· 

cd along the strip of country," wrote a distin­

guisheu English ollicial in IH5::l} "roaching from the 

Sutloj to the JumnD. by Hansi and I1is8Ur. You 

must remember that country when it was in; 

habitud by a wild aIHI lawless set of poople whom 

no ouo could rnauage. Native Chiefs would not 

take the lands at a gift. Our own troops wero 

frequently repulsed by the communities of 

Hangul'S and Dhutteos, and others, who lived in 

largo fortified villageR, subsisted by plunder. 

Now the country is thickly inhabited aud well 

cultivatod, and tho most peaceful that could 

possibly be. That land which before was worth­

loss now bears a high value, and a peoplo who 

wero before lawless now yiohl implicit obedio~ce 

to the laws." 
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These smn.ll, and in themselvel! unimportant, 

matters are mentioned as results ofthe all-emhrac­

ing, beneficent rule of the English, because it is 

the small matters that nre soonest, forgotten. 

What was dOlle in ono uistrict fOl" tho bettor 

utilization of the land and for tho reform of tho 
peopil', was rcpu,ltou ill othel's-in different ways, 

porhal'~J to suit tIle diffOl"(lIlt conditious, hilL tho 

story was praeticlI.lly the same iu each particu]nr. 

Somo Ullscen agency seomed to be at work for 

Intlia's good; but the English official was always 

there in ovidence. More chapters than one might 

be filled with a bare enumeration of England's 

small-now almost forgotten-Ileous of social 

reform. Her great deeds can nevol' be forg-otton, 
save by those wlJO, having eyes, will not soe, and 

having cars; will not hear. Canal irrigation was 

ono of the first big schemes that occupied tho 

attention of Dl'itish officers-this as a prevontion 

of drought and tho 1'0CUrt'OllCO of those poriodic 

famines whicll had uevastated Upper Iodia. The 

Western and EasttJrn JumOR Canals, tho GangeR 

Canal, the Solani Aqueduct, and the Bari Doab 

Canal w_ere the initial undertakings; and then cam0 

th~ works known as the Cauvery Anicut-woBks 

intendod to secl.U"e, by embankmonts, the waters 
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of the Cauvery river in the Southern Peninsular 

for the purposes of irrigation. Similar works for 

the Godavery and Kistna rivet-s, in the northern 

parts of the Madras Presidency, followed in suc­

cession. While these grea t engineering operations 

were in progress, the improvement of internal 

land communication in all parts of the country 

engaged tho thoughts of the Indian Government. 

:Foremost among tho early achievements in this 

direction was tho Great Trunk Hoad, from 

Calcutta to D(Jlhi, thence to Lahore and Pesha­

war, its total length having been estimated at 

1,423 miles; tho Bombay and Agra Trunk lu>aJ 

was the next venture; and afterwards came the 

mail route between Calcutta and Bombay and 

the construction of neW highways in the Madras 
Presidency. The establishment of a Civil Justice 

Code, apon the basis of simple British equity; 

the suppression of thuggee and dacoity, after 

centuries of privileged and systematic murder, by 

which the country lost annually some thousands 

of its inhabitants ; the conversion of robber 

castes ; the civilization of savage tribes ; the 

abolition of Suttee and of child murder, were 

some of the benefits conferred by the British u~on 

thtl people of India. 



77 

Those astute, painstaking, plodding gcntlomen 

of the oM East India Company have gone-til0 

Company itself has long since retired into tho 

limbo of ancient history; but the Government of 

the country is still in the hands of I\, similar type 

of men-soldierly civilians, wo may call them, less 

commercial and morc diplomatic than tllcil' pre­

decessors, and better educated and more carefully 

trained. They are still, however, the same 

upright proud, manly men, full of the grit 

out of which empires are made. In them the good 

doed!> of the John Company have been extended 

and maintained. Under their management tho 

legal and legislative machinery has been modem­

izeli and improved: it has become more compli­

cated and more machine-like, pOl'haps, but its 

efficiency is beyond a doubt, and education has 

been diffused throughout the Empire. Numerous 

institutions have been reared for the peoplo's 

good: the electric telegraph has been established ; 

vast irrigation projects have been undertaken; 

more than 150,000 miles of roads a.re maintained 

by the public authorities; the commorce of the 

country has increased enormously during the last 

few years; and 'We have now nearly 30,000 
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miles of railways, which not only serve for con­

veying passengers and merchandise, but which 

also, in times of drought, assist tremendously in 

the work of relief, while, at the same time, they 

provide facilities for people in congested districts 

to migrate to less populated areas, thus eradicat­

ing what has been in the past one of the gravest 

causes of famine. To be logical-indeed, to 

be consistent-the leaders of' the Boycott 

movement should place their embargo on the 

locomotives from Wolverhampton, on dynamos 

from Manchester, on steamships from the Clyde anu 

the Tyne, as well as upon the lace from N otting-' 

ham, the kuives and forks from Sheffield, and tho 

buttons from Birmingham. Were they to do so, 

however, the utter absurdity of their procedure 

would bl3 so palpabll3 that tho movement would 

be deall in, a fortllight. 

The Indian Empire has always been the 

admiration and the envy of the European world. 

In 1847, France, under the burden and trouble 

of a new empire in Algeria, sought counsel from 

the East India Company as to the true mode of 

governing Mahomedan subjects. 
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Austria looked on with respectful wonder, 

gl'avely confessing to a right understaniling of 

all the elements of England's natiollal gl'andeur, 

except her marvellous Empire in tho East, Tho 

Duke of Newcastle, in a spoech delivered 

at Haileybury in the summer of 1852, stated 

that, while travellbg in tho Austrian Tyrol, 

he fell in with a very intelligent Austrian General, 

who, in tho course of a couversa.tion regardiug 

the natiollal resources of England. said that he 

could understa,nd aU the elements of England's 

groatness, except her Anglo-Indian Empire, and 

THAT he coulu not understand: that the vast 

amount of admiuistrativo wislloUl which the 

Government of such an Empire demanded baltlea 

his comprehension. 

Hussia sent forth her l)rinces to seo tho 

great marvel for t}wmselves, and to tell on their 

return how the British conquered kingdoms and 

how they retained them. She, with ill-dis­

guised chagrin, tried to believe the falsehoods of 

England's enemies, and yet knew in her inmost 

heart what was the wisdom and benificence ot 
British rule; It is recorded tha.t Prince Saltikoff 

told .an English officer-most probably Sleeman-
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who had been exerting himself to bring about the 

suppression of Suttee in Rajputana, that he 

thought it It pity to suppress anything so romantic, 

for that in proportion as such customs as those 

were abolished, the people of India would cease to 

be interesting. 

Von Orlich, writing under date, 21st February, 

1843 (Travel.! in India, Vol. II, pp. 36-37), said :­

"It is a happy feature in the character of 

" the Englishman that he preserves an attach~ 

., ment, which he has once conceived, during 

"his whole life. To his practical good sense, 

"his desire to acquire solid knowledge, and 

"his elevatod mora] standard, England is 

" indebted for her greatness and her power. I 

H have never seen these virtues so predomi­

"nant as in this county. The more I learn 

"of England's mode of Government here, 

"the more I am compelled to admire the 

<t talent of the English for colonization. It is 

" an error to suppose that the British Power in 
(I India has attained its meridian height: on the 

.. contrary, there are everywhere indications .of 

.. a further development, founded on d.urat.iou 
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'. and stability ; hut it may btl appl'l)voll, with 

.. equaJ confiuence, that this universal Empire is 

" very far from having attained its coneentl'l\te{l 

" form and reached its extreme boundary, 1t is 

" not in the power ot' the English to say, 'So 

" far we will go, ano. no fart.her! The necessity 

" of seeming their own existel1,'e will compel 

" thorn to make: the IIlUUS, or rathel tho S(llilJlun 

" Mountains and the chain of tllll Hil1lala,Ylt, their 

" hOUlHlary and outil'ely to ~\lhLlue the kiug-dolUS 

"in tho interior. \Vant of nationality among 

" thll Indians, the dOHpotic Goverumont of their 

.. Princes, aml the det;flnomte nJ(Jr;1.!s of their 

" Courts, will favoUl' the ait:tinmellt of tbis elld ; 

" l\lld tho U1!Jro grulhmlly it is linno, t.he less will 

,I be tbe sacrifice amI the more illCOllSi(lerublo 

" the dangers." 

Italy, through Sismondi, says :_" Such as they 

"are, however, the English are still tho best maFl­

" tel'S that Intlia ha.s over haJ. Wherever in thi~ 

" vast Contin~nt their dominion is direct, it is a 

a real benefit. They have re-est;!1.blishod security 

It and justice; they have given tho people a 
11 
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"feeling of duration, ,and of something to look 

"fol'ward to; and exactly because they keep 

" themselves apart, because they do not wish to 

" direct everything, to change everything, they 

" have permitted Indian civilization under them 

" to resume its natural progress. Agriculture is 
" flouri~hing, the arts are cultivated with ease, 

" population and riches begin to increase. intelli­

"gence makes, some progrtlss, and European 

"opinions engraft themselveg naturally and 

"gcutly on the old ideas of India; III slim t, 

"the conquered people have Ieamt to defend 

"the foreign rule: the Native Army is formid­

"able, awl there is little prohability that if the 

"road to Iudia were opened to the Hussiaml, 

" they could sustain a struggle ~gainst the 

" English." 

In the face of the opinions thus expressed by 

foreigners-representing nearly aU the European 

Powers-we think too little of the migbty 

Providence whkh. out of a petty mercantile 

adventure, has evolved the grandest fact recorded 

in the history of the world. 

The most malevolent constituents of the trjbe 

of sedition-mongersl if they pause and relect ora 
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the influences of this myterious interl)osition of 

the British in India, must realize tho practicali­

ties of goou a&4 the comparative absence of evil 

in the administration of India. If, on the other 

hand, their worst griovances, rcalor imaginary, La 

placed in the scale against what might have boon 

under any other European dominion- indeed, if 

the balance bo set between their wildest aspira· 

tions and the uenefits that India has J'oceivod-tllO 

latter form assets that absorll the former and 

otJliterate tIwm to an extent that renders thom 

ill si gnifican t. 

It can easily bo realized thll.t the bonignity 

and benevolence which arc the mOi:!t striking 

characteristics of British rule in India aro 

being perpetuated now \lll1101' influellces 

that would drive any other Government into the 

adoptioll of harsh measures to suppress the demon 

of sedition Wllich a certain few are cndel! vouring 

to let loose on the country: the Government, how-

, ever, is conscious of its own strength, the very 

consciousness of which appears to be its weakness; 

for while its wrath is incurred and aggravateu, . , 
it stays its hand ~nd desists from atrikiug harshly. 

It is uuwh to be d~plored that these i~l'e8ponliible 



84 

orators do not realize tbat the power and strength 

to silence them are allowed to lie dormant only as 

an act of clemency on the part of tb,e Government, 

and that thorefore t.heir outpourings are rcgarded 

with feelings of commiseration, instead of resent· 

ment. If, therefore, these self-extolled patriots 

would bring their fllculties of reason to bear on 

the ponalties they have incurred and the clemency 

that has so filr warfled oft' the just retribution tha t 

should overtake them, they must admit that their 

action has the character of ex.treme cow<tl'llice; 

for, whatover theil' utterallces, they know th:tt 

the Government is a tolerant and sympathetic 

one which errs on the side of forbearauce and 

that 

.. Tbe Ilwfhl sharlow (If Bome UDFeeD rower, 

" Floatli, though unseen, among UB." 

To insult and defame that Pow or, sheltered 

hehind the consciousness that it is slow to anger­

indeed, forgetting that whenever it chooses to 

put forth its arm to silence its defamers, it can 

do so I'fl'ectually-and to indulge in the immunity 

from eon sequences which arises out of such 

clemency, i.s the most unpardonable form of 

impudence that patriotism bas ever assumed. 
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The . Natives of India owe to the British Goy.. 
.rnment not only the blessings of protection from 

external war-and also, still more. important, from 

internal Itnarchy"':"'but the privilege of being Vtliced 

in the Government of the country througb repre­

sentatives elected and selected. That there are 

deformities in tho present system, there can be 

no doubt-maturity has not yet been attained; 

but the COUfse of events has shown that maturity 

is the goal of the efforts of ollr auministrators, and 

therefore there is a very wide discrepancy in the 

allegations that are boing made and the earnest 

that has been given in the history of the past of 

what the future is intendod to be. 

Reverting, finally, to the promises made in the 

Proclamations of 1858 and of 1877, it has to be 

borne in mind that those promises were in 

no way influenced by tlle people of India­

indoed, they were undreamed of: they wore 

spontaneously concoivcd and mnde by a Govern­

ment that, throughout the course of its rule, has 

been consistently Imperial in its policy of not 

only educating the people of the country to sbare 

in .the work ~f administration, but also of elevat .. 

ing them to the posmonB for which they had 
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educated. them. The demands therefore tha.t are 

now being made under the influenoes of sediti<h.ia 

writing and mruil:,rnant oratorical displays aTe as 

uncalled for as they are ridiculous; and if the 

Government took a firm stand now against 

advancing the Natives of India any furthar in the 

administration-or their policy retrogressed-all 

the ground that they had forfeited the considera­

t.ion of the liovernment, they would have no 

cause for complaint. Indeed, any other Govern­

ment, European 01' Asiatic, would long ere now 

have silenced the vehemence and vituperation of 

the Extremists by announcing that there would be 

a reversal of the policy of advancement that 

llad favoured tLem from 1833 forward.. 

If flvidence wCl'e needed of the- just and 

considerate illfiuencC'l:I that 11a ve controlled, aud 

continue to control, the a.ctiollS of our Hulers, it is 

found in the fact that they have been ulliufiuenced 

by the "ullrest." that has manifested itself­

however personal its character-in the work of 

representation in tbe India Council which they are 

now initiating, after cal'eful and mature delibe­

ration for, it may be said, some years pas.t. 

If tho actions of the G~ernment were at the 
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present cnSlS controlled by oNlinary · humaD 
iit1!nenC&8, the Extremists would ~ave to chew 

the cuu of remorse if they were told that- o",;ng 

to the seditious outpourings of· the self-created 

leaders of public opinion in the Punjab and 

Bengal, the Government hll.d decided to defer 

the question of Indian representation sine die. 

In conclusion, it corr.es to thi!:i that, if the people 

of India wish to make further advancement in the 

administration-the Army, tho Civil Sel'vice, etc. 

-they will havo so to regulate their actions and 

their utterances that tIle Government may be 

inspired wit.h confidonce as to their bQno,·jitJu and 

leaI'll to feel that in them it has a loyal and law­

abiding people who are able to apprecia.te the 

constitutional character of the Government and to 

approach it on all occasions when a representation 

has to be made in a moderate and reasonable spirit 

by petitioD, respectfully and temperately worded, 

or by any other recognised form of appeal. In 
other words, the sooner they reform their methods 

and utterances and change from blatant Extremists 

to calm and reasoning Moderates, the sooner will 

Indians of all cla.s8es find themselves within 
measurable distance of the realisation of their 
leiitinlate dcimuds.r...,pwn $allJapienl; I 


