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FORBWdRD. 

The translation of S"k,aniti is based on the text edited by Dr. Gustav 
Oppert for Madras Government in 188z. 

An Introduction to this translation forms VolumeXVI of The SlfCrtd DDDU 
of lit, Hindus Stt,jes and is called "The Positive Background oljHindu 
Sociology." The discussion of date and locall of the treatise ill amOl'l'g other 
topics the subject-matter of that work, of which the table of contents und~ 
main headings is given below: 

Ohapter 

Ohapter 

I. 

n. 
III. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VlI. 

vIll. 

IX: , 

X. 

BOOK l.-N~N·POUTICAL. 

Relativity or Nit! sAatras. 

The Data of Anolent Indian Geography. 

The nata of Anolent Indian EthnololY' 

The nata of Ancient Indian 'Mineralogy. 

Tile Data of Ancient Indinn Botany. 

The nata of Ancient I11dlan Zoology. 

The Data of Ancient Indian Art (Arclll~tl1re, ~111ptl1re and hint­
Ing). 

The Data of Molent IndLan Morala aDd Mannen (Inolndlnc 10010-
religions rites and institutions). 

The Data of Ano.lent Indian Pedagogy (inclpding t1ldy4., 11014 •• aDd 
literaJ;ul'6 ). 

The Data of Ancient Inilan Economics (Inoludlng atatlltloa ot 
Prices) Wages, &0). 

HOOK II.-POLI neAL. 

1. The nata of Ancient Initan Polity .., Constitution, i.e., totlll of 
Government (Includicg the 'theory of a",tra or State). 

U. The nata of Ancient Indian Public Finanoe .. 

Ilt. The nata of Ancient t.dlan lQrlsprudenDe. 

IV. Thll'Data ot Ancl8llt Indian InternatiOQlI .Law (tbe Dootril18 or 
Mondolo. as IDllQeoelng the oonoeptlons reprtting '.pbe_ of 
lntluenoe' and' ,pb.eretl ol.lntere.t: 

ThyeoData Ire collected from an analytical study of the facts and idea. 
embodie~it1 Su1cranlti, and have been placed aa ftF as possibi.;"in their proper 
historica. perspective t y comparison with tbe landmlrks of I ndiao and' 
European tbougbt. The fir't six chapter. of Book I are already out tOJetber 
with five valuable appendices, kindly contributed bf Dr. BrajeudranAtha Seal, 
M.A.. Ph. D., KinC George V Pro(euor or Philosopby ill tbe: Univerlity oj; 



ii 

Calcutta, dealing with the scientific concepts of the Hinduf regarding Plal,lt1 
and Plant Life, the classification of Animal1l, the Nervous System of the Tantras~ 
Vital FlOrce; Heredity, Mechalllcs and Acoustics. . 

I 

I beg te acknowledge my indebtedness to Pandit Yogendraniltha Tal ka-
SAl]1khya-VedAntatirtha of Susung (Mymensingh), with whom I read portions 
of Sukranlti, Raja.tarangil)l, some of the Puril.ryas, and other Sanskrit" works. 

I h!lve also to thank Kumar Narendra Nath Law M.A. B.L., author of 
Siudles in Anci<"t HlPldu Polt~y (ba,ed on the Arthasastra of Kautilya) for the 
labour he hao; kindly undergone in preparing the I ndex to this translation. 

Nt>{ must I omit to express my gratefulness (0 Mnjor B. D. Ba,u, I. M.S. 
(Retd.), the lealncd editor of the Series, and PI of. Radhiikumud Mookel ii, M.A., 
Premchand Roychand Scholar, author of A His/Dry 0/ lnd.an Shipp ing, ft am 
whom, among others, I have derived help III manifold ways durillg a pe'lOd <;f 
i11-health and distraction ill the midst of which the trall51atl01l was finished. 

Finally, 1 have to add that the work is humbly dedlt'ated to Pandl( liSwara 
Chandra Vldya.sllgara, the great Indiun Educator of the 19th ccntul y. 

Ap,";I, '9'4. BENOY KL'MAR SARKAR. 
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SUKRA-NITI 

OR 

SUKRA.CHA.RYYA'S SYSTEM OF MORALS: 
N.B.-ReferertC68 ore to u,jf, "lid not to alollal. 

OHAPTER I. 

THl<~ DFTIES OF PRINOES. 

I 1-3. Having saluted and duly worshipped the Stay of the Uni­
verse, the Cause of We origin, maintenance and destruction (of the Crea­
tion), Sukracharyya, the offspring of Bhrigu, questioned with respectful 
decorum by Ptlrvadevas or Asuras, his disciples, gave them a di8COul'IIe on 
the essence of morals in the logical order. 

• 4-5. For the good ,0£ men Brahrult, the self-created Lord, had 
8'pokeh that treatise on morals which contained 100 lakhs, i.e., 10 million 
I4l0kas. 

,'5-7. By a process of selection, the ~ssence of that Niti Sa.stra, 
which was an extensive argumentative thesis, has been compiled in an a.b­
ridged form by Va8i~~ha and others like myself for the increase of pros­
perity of rulers of the earth and of others whQ8e lile ill of short ~an. 

, The book Is described a8 haviag it .. 6l'igi,\ in a N>cture by a professor to his 

disciples. .. ..;.~. . • 
~;-Brlhaspa!l'1I disciples are the deva.: ~ -lSukrQ delivers ~ eI'( i.~., the 

~nee'!'l' .aompendium, not th~ wholo trea~se. The other reading Is ~ which maJre. 
/SDk,.., tlw al!thor of the ~le thing. But that is not to thi. pl)int., 

The ~l Nitl B&8ira, 11<1, cOlIooived by Its Ilrat propounder, Ur.>here 'menbioaed "'" beiDa" 11. ~alfU186 to hlUlla~oga. all believed tlat the preoep$ll 01 Kftj 
wolJld 00IICIa0e ~lal well-belag. . 

Bel&1II au iDlliaatloo that SIIkPa was 0011' _ of the many IKlUr,u whO 1IDde1'llOet 
the 8J1!f.'Mieal ecUti_ Ot ft!1e vaat wort of Brahm', 
. ~~~Ye becllWe of fulllogloalGi_llBion. _ 

-...s-'l'Ile ~t .... aaJfed t(lf by the .. fact ~t art Illlim&' aDd lite Js ahori • 
. .... -Pfb1eeea.reIlpOdh\UylllelltkllUill ~~ ..., tho.. fu 1I'Iaoul ~ ...... 

............ be 1INtId. 



SUKR"':Z. 

I 8-9. Other Sa.stras treat of c :;;Opecialised departments of 
human activity (and hence can be useful only in limited cases) whereas 
NUi $,stra is uSeful to all and in all' cases and is the means for the 1 

preservation of human society. 
• 10-11. As Niti Sastra is considered to be the spring of virtue, 

wealth, enjoyment and salvation, the ruler should ever carefully peruse it. 
a 12-13. By knowing which, rulers can be victorious over foes, 

affect'\\>nate and conciliatory towards subjects and well up in the arts of 
statecri'tt, . 

• 14-17. Is not the knowledge of words and their meanings acquired 
without the study of Grammar? Cannot the knowledge of material substan­
ces be acquired without logical discussions? Cannot the rituals, practices. 

1 The scope nnd province of Niti Sastra aro here distinguished from those of 

ordinary ti .... tras. ~tNtf;t-they have for tbeir subject matter, i.e., treat of 

~ ono aspect 'l~ of human alfairs. This refers to the principle of the division of 
l .. beur among ~cientists and scbolars allli tbe necessary HJlecialisation a11d difforentiation 
or the seienoeH. J)ivision of lauour baH buth its advantages and disadvantages; and so it 
is here mentio11ed that the utility of ordinary Bpcci"lised .cle11Ce,. is limited, their horizon 
betag narrow. 

iij(fq"l'4l11 Nit! lSllstr" i. thus dofined as " synthetic, comprehensive an'd gene­
raUS¢ soience (or rather art) or sooiety, equivalent t" Sociology iu itH wide Bense, a.nd 
I)BQce should be considered equivalent to neit.her Ethic. nor a t,·enti.e. 011 Polity, but to" 
Ipt ..... o[ "",,,,11, (.ocial, ecollomic and political). The· scope of this scienoe or art must be 
wide enough In orderthat!t may offer praeticaladvioe as to sociul well-being. It is,ln tact. 
a 1'8COgni&ed prinaOple In modern timoR that neither PII~lic jlnanee, nor Economic., nor 
PoUtical Science, by Itself, iB compl'tent to ho a guide on the art of living. 

S Nitl Sktra is speCially IIseful to princes lor they hold in their hands the rieetiny 
of tile peoples, and hence the learnlng' that Js calculated to promote hnman happiness 
hall te be carefully mastered by them . 

• Three U&es of Nitl tiBetra are hel'e mentioned and these Indicate three aspects 
of sool.11lre, aud hence t.h!ee' branches of the ""jence. In the Jlrst plaoo, this science or 
art O&b dictate poliCies aboyt enemies, f.iends and neutrals. "nd advise inteJ!'ll&tional 
measures. In the second plaC\e, it caf. suggest the arts of winning over the bearts of th. 
8ubjeots IIond perform the work of psychology and ethicM by studying human intoreats aad' 
mottvea as "'LII &II tilo "; .. y. of dealillg w1th men. In the third place, it offe1'8 le8801lB on 
diplomacy and political activit~es in general by which one can be an able pilot'ofthe ship) 
of state • 

• Ueel_ne&! and comparative Insigniftcanoe of other ecieneea are hellO dEIIICribed. 
In praisiq the utillty of Nitl S4l!1trlt, the tl'Ut¥ of whloh he';s ~ing to propollnd, 
the author disparagee the toor sciences mentioned &II belo" of no p~tlcal t!len'ioo ·to 
~. For,. languase can he leam even by dispensing with \ta Iftr.Olmal<~ rules of 
I'lyntax; Truth ab&ut • subject (.\11 be arrived at even wltheut troubI:i .. ~If"W1t1s 
8ylJogilltle trains or ~l1ing. &>.1&0 to und~ the rites and ~J1Iot~ 
• J!I!lI&loua worshIp one need not Btndy tl>e rut_laid ~OWII by l~. nor ball ... to 
maMr tile SIlbtle pIllJOBophy i'boft the s.pre..., Belng and the~ ~.~ 
liM II_a II()U.\ fll or4er to lllldeMaad ... fe4!I the IIOthlllflJMl f4" ~ .... ~~ 



CB~I. 

and ceremonies (i;e., the practiCal part of religion or Kann~nda) be 
kno~n without Mimo1lI8A philosopfY (i.e., the P t1 r "a M t WI 4 . " A> of 
Jaimini)? Cannot the frailty and <lestruetibility of material body (aad 
Mrthly posaessions) be realised without the Vedanta philOBophy (i.e., ,the 
Uttara 'U(md'f7lsd of VY'88, which treats of the eternal vensies of the 
universe) ? 

1 18-19. These Sciences, moreover, treat only of thetopios ~11 
relegated to each (and give truths about them only); and hence .,.~wa1fJ 
cared for and mastered by such persons only as have Dood for tl!ose ieach­
ings (i.e., who~ life and occupation require a knowledge of those truths,) • 

• 20-22. Are thest' sl1iencea of IIny avail to persons following their 
ordinary affairs or avocations (vyiibahli.rie) in supplying them w\th skin 
and intelligence? But on the other hand without Ntti or the system of 
moral philosophy the "tability of no man'a affairs cnn be maintained. 
Just aa without food the physical body or men cannot. be ,maintained and 
preserved. 

1 ID 11 . 14-17 the. author has said that Grammar, LogiC, PArva Mtm&l!1a& and 
VedAnta may well be dispen8ed with by men as they are of no pr~ctloal utility and ~ 
the wOlld would not he any the poorer iC the8e ,o'Aatras did not exist. A further IJlOIU1d of 
their disparacement i. here mentio"ed (18-19), It i8 the tact that even If they hay" 110-
sort of ueefulne."· thoir usefulness is very limited, these sciences being adapted tp 
special purposes, and not to tho uni"er.al interestl\ of man a. man. 

~U8 there are mOn who noed have no concern with Jallguages or the oorreot methoa 
of disculllllon, whose a!lail'S in this world do not demand oC them a knowledge of the Karma 
Ki',lda of the Yed .... or of the highest irrnths of the universe. Rn~h meD would go on very 
well without the Scienoes tha'!; deal with these topics, ':nd are certainly not any the rlobel' 
I\I1d happier for their exi.tence. 

[It Is implied here that Nitillistra I,. uselnl to all men and III 1111 his IlOnC6.Da, and 
cannot in any way be Deglected by man ~s a social animal; tor man as man canDot do with. 
out those preceptli which thi. ti&8tra ol£ers, whereas 4e can·do many thfnp and Uve In , 
the world In many ways besides being a l,iDgnls.t or a loglci\n, a ""Ieet 01' a pLUoaopher, In 
which capacities oDly he need. learn the l:ilstraa merftloDed.) 

"~-JteOWD opeelal subject ......... '.II :-By sUi'h Y, aN ,WI" I.IJ", 
have to be follow the III or teaehlnp of each. 

• The word qpQR bas various meanings and I. a technloal term In juriap.ra4AMioe. 
Here It denot.le ordinary &uain_, profession, ooonpltlon, &C. 

TheIle lines ~evelop flIrther the idea. exproe8ed above that Ip&D .. ali o~ ~ 
aDd eIlODOmle being ClMlIOt do wltbollt Nit! Sbtra., 1rha_ he need not --'IJ' tall. 
the help of tile ttlMr /IOlenc(W. The ool"e.!'8&I oocupatlOD8 at _0 ( ...... "'). tile 
nataral, ~ta! .... ~l oharaoteriatioa of hDIIIaD bel. Indlapelllla"7 ' req.,. , ,~ 

10, tbeIr f.dil'. '''''., .. ~ u4 O1der the ~reeeptA of Nitl .,; ... whish .. tIia __ 
~~~hDlIIIIUl"~e. 

. ~~ja ~ vary foool of tbe!JOCllal ~l'" ..,.eeptAI a.ppt,i1lC bIoo4 ... 
UII~,fIt"'1M"" of, ... ,,......,..,.. " . food .wt7ilr&' the '"-' 
.... jl,li"""tllJle, ~ mbllNNto,tlle.fII"" til .. l ..... ~W ~ .. 



BUK:RA-NlTI. 

I 23-24. Niti SAstra conduces to the desires and interests of all and 
hence is respected and followed by all. f It is also indispensable to the 
prince since he is the lord of all men and things. 

• 25-26. Just as in the case of the sick persons who take nnprescrib­

ed food ( ~ ) the diseaseR come immediately and do not delay in mani: 

festing themselves, so also in the case of the princes who are unschooled 
in t~J>rinciples of Niti Sasli'S, the enemiel! make their appearance at. once 
Rnd do' ,'lot delay in declaring themselves. 

· 27-28. The two primary functions of the king are protection of 
subjects and constant punishment of offenders; these two cannot be 
achieved without Nlti Sa~tl'a. . 

" 29-30. The abience oE Niti S:lstra is alway!! dangerous to a king ' 
like a vessel whioh leaks. It multiplie!! and satisfies enemies and causes 
thE:' diminution of strengt.h ann efficiency. 

• 31-32. The man who by Revering obedience to Nlti becomes 
independent (and follow;; his own inclillatiol1f! without reference to Niti) 
has misery for his lot. Service to a lord ill an in,dependent way (i.e., 
without following Niti) is like licking the keen eelge of the SIVaI'd. 

33-24. The king who follows Niti iH well-respected, b'ut the 
king who does not follow it is not honoured . Where there are both Niti 
~nd might there flouriRhes all-round prosperity. 

• 35-36. "Iu order that the whole State may be productive or-goou 
and comforts to the people without effort, :Niti must be maintained and 
followed by the king for his own interests. 
___ __ • _ _ __ ~ __ • ___ 0 - _ _ -u------ _____ ___ _ ____ ___ _ 

1 Having discussed the comparative merits ol the several sciene"", the author is des­
cribing the universal utility of Niti bastra and dilating on it" ~pecial importanoe to the 

monarch. Morals have to i>&studled not only by !.be ordinary mell of the world ('"~ft) 
for their COII<IDOQ socio-economic interests but also and specially by the statesmen and 
polibleianl who are the gnardlans of the people. N itl bastra is thWl the soience regui&tine 
IIOClailife, eoonomic life aud politloailife, in short, all the departments of hulIIlUI actlvitj. 

• Nitl ~tra tutol<l kings to be always on their guard by keeping them well-Informed 
of International Politics, aud tbUl! prevents the inroads of de8Uoyel'll on the political 
orsanism• 

• III 11. S8-Bj,l. the author bas de6cribed the evil elrect. to a king of not following 
Nltl, """., that the state is j90pardiaed beth externally and internally ..... totters to Its fall_ 
Bete la dMCrlbed the evil elect to the 8ubjeet 01 being ~ i.e ... independent (of 
JUti), ..... that he meets with misery and pnnl&hmeot. 

• Peaoe .... d ,.pl'OIIperity of Jhe state (lao grow a. a "",Uer oj <0111'141 0"011 II the 
relatlOll8 between rulars and 8ubjects, subjects aud I!IDbje<\ts. and torelgu ~1'8 are 
well administered ,according to the precepts 01 NitlbAa"'a; and th_ oertallllf'promote 
t.he ruler'a own interests vr~. It is bls eelt-lnteftl8t to aIIv.aoe ~ -II-beinc 
..... the happln_ of the 8DbJ~ta and titeNtore t.o follow Niti. ~ ftw QIl_~ 
for (epoo.taneo1lll), I18tU,a1 beoelita, b .. adTaDtage& that _ of ~\YIIII, • . 



CH!PTE1&.I. 5 

I 37-38. Of the prince who does !lot follow Niti the kingdom is 
weakened, the army is inefficient., and the civil service is disorganised; 
other elements of the State get topRy-tnrvy, in Rhort, evils prevail 6vpry­

where. 

• 39-40. The king is the ruler, protector, and henefactor of thp 
people amI acquires hi!'; strength by penance. And h" is the lord of thiR 
parth because of his deeds in the previolls births as weH IIR of penanejlll' 

• 41-42. Time is (livicled into scyeral pl'riods, epo~llFl \lII' ages 
accor(lillg, ill the firRt placl', (to the atmospheric conditions, e:.(j., ·moisture 
and temperature, i.e,) to raills, cold ill1d hear, and (to the astronomical 
conditions, e.g.) to thp 1Il00'pm(mrR, shape and natllJ'fl of the planets; and 
ill the Reeond pIae£', (0 the (leed" au(l activitieR of men, whpther henefieial 

or hurtful, and great 01' flmall. 

• 43-44. The kiug is the <muse of the set.t.ing on foot of the 
cllstoms, usageR and movemeuts and hence is the cause or maker of time 

1 There are ~ v.Jf or Reven faetors of tho I'lta/(,: -(1) i'loyereignty ffilIt (2) 

Ministpl'H and officerH V'IT«I (3) Friends, WI~ (4) '1'r"a8uro, ~ (ft) Kingdom Q1I[, 

(6) Fort' ~ (7) Tho Army Ir.', E"eh of theRo r"etors 1)0"0'"('" weak .. nd ineRlclent ~ 
and tJ'eI'C i. the Btamc} of IIllWQ ( i.t'., ahs('n"" of good IIn<1 proRpl'rit,y) on the wkole 
Stat" when the rulpr is not wo\l up in Niti. It iR proficietH'Y ill Nitl that maintains eaclP 
d~partm('nt in its proper pineo arltl ('onlrilJUtf'R to the order and progress of the body 
"oliLle.- In thes" line., that aspect. of Niti b.ot.,,"," implied which is ~quivalent to that 
branch of tbe ari of politics by wbich IJle internal constitution of.tho Stlte is r .. gulated . 

• "qm n ~ lie g_ts tbe p: or powers ~or rilling, proteeting and doing 

good to the people) through his If'l':. or jlfOtJanilc, 1 hese two linc~ haye no connexion 
with the importance of Niti baRtra to the king described above or with what follows about 
time and its e!Jects . 

• Measurements of time are here described as beiqg twolold :-(1) PhYSical, according 
w (a) the seasons and (b) the rotations ant\ revolutions.in the RoI .. r "ystem whloh 
bring in days, night.!, months and years. (2) Rocdl or human. i,e., historical, according 

/ to the events and movement.! in mall'S social life, e.g, the age of Asoka, the epoch ot 
the Reformation, &c. -

~: acoording to ~he practices, moYements, customs, "n~ usages, &c.-all those, 
In ahort, which mark what bas been cailed • the spirit of the age.' • 

, The author.bere disCUPe8 the question as toO whether ,time is -more impoltaDt 
than lD8D in lOf\ulatitfg the a!Jail'S of the world. "He takes for granted the doctrine that 

man Is reepOllflble f". his1!P"i and therefore must be a voluntary agent, regulating Ilia 
OWn work- by his own Initiattye and not at the will of other ageutl!, e.g., time. And, 

theretoJ'e,lne oomlROll e-.:ct&e that it is the spirit of th~ age, the ~ that has dene 
soah and Bueh things falls toe the ground, It is rather advanced here that man ill the 
mak .... of bls qe. The spl"ll\of the age III what. Is created b" the iring'" activities. 

Jn~ftbtnc the .npe~0l'lt1 of tile king over tlmefthe author propounds a TeP'1 
ilJlportant tfIltIt t~ 1II&Jl III the a~1teet of his OWll fl'te •. The IIJ10 of a~111lI hi 
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(i.e., the creator of epochs). If the age 01' time were the cause (of usages 
and activities) there could be no \'irtue in the actors. 

1 45-47. Through fear of the' puniihment meted out by the king, 
each man gets into the hahit of following his own dharma or duty. The 
person who practises Ilis own duty (and sticks to it) can become 'powerful 
and influential in this world. WithOllt strict adherence to one's own 

wa~'n life there can be no happiness. 
para unt penance. 

Practising one's own duty is the 

4 -t\). Even the gods minister to tllfl want.fl of him hy 
this practice of onc',; own duty is illcreasell among lIlPn. \Vhllt 
of t.he human beingA ? 

WhOrll 
to say 

• • 50-51. The killg should make t.he suhjectR acquire the habits of 
performing their (lllLies hy the lise of hiA terrible sceptre. And he himself 
khould practise hi" O\'vn religion, or his illfluence will he on the wane. 

'52-54. From the very moment u mun attains the position of a 
king through skill, might or valour, no matter whether he is properly 
----.-- ~---~--~- - -~ --~ ---_.-- _. --.----~-~-

II. 41·44 is as follows: Th" ~ m"ko~ the epoch" of time, ~nd the king makeR the 
~, therefore, til£' kinA' ih t.he maker of <liT", or lime. 

From L 48 it. wOllld appea.r that. l he :wthor reeogllisP' the SPCOIlll of tho above .neasure­
ments of tinH', i.f' .• Historioal Hivi.ion according to "'r~ 1\0 the primary standard of 
(tilD~ aud cOIl,itlt'l's t.he Ph.1 sical ,UviRioll to be within and snh,idiary to it. 'rhus time should 
be reckoned not by centuries. ye"r., monthR, daYR, &c .• hut calculated according (,0 the 
epochmakillg acth itio8 of king8. Hi~!,Qrical mov{-"'Imont8 nro, in his opinion, tlle rt...n.l 
basi. of ,·nlculat.(\m with regard to time. 

1 Th" import.ance 01 the king I\IHI his l\utho,Hy is hpre hrought out by the fact 
tbat it is his "C~rtro th .. t, keeps each individual RUUjOCl. to tho porfOl'mance of his 
own duty, and thus pooples the world wit; reaUy ahle and happy inhabitants. For the 
strict obAervance of one's own avocations and the religiouH performance of one's own 
duties in life are til" great promoters of hnman cftleiency and happiHes8. 

~4 Ono's own dharma or dllty. Those lines contain a praise of the celebrated 
doctrines o(Personal Ileligion and Individual Morality (as opposed to those of Univel'li3l 

religion and Absolute morality) whiei'll form the bedrock of Hindu Sociology, and suggest 

the theory of .N~tft~ or Divisions of menaccording to their Fitness for the enjoyment 
or RightR' 011 which the caste system is founded. This is the most fun­
damental maxim of Hind", social polity tlll\t every individual has his own 
religion and duty, and that religion and duty vary with the position, attainments and 
capabilities or' individuals. This 'philosophy of the rclatiylty of the dllties of 
man to his position in Soclety is eloqucntly taught by IJri Kri~!la to Arjuna in tbe Git4 • 

• The king'. ~1fIi or duty is to make the subjects ,m f.mI i.il: .. Ilbedlent to their 
own duties. If the king tails to his own duty. the subjects would go astl'&y:eal!h trom his 
own work in life. 'Antt this would brillg ill misery:md disorder upon the State .. · Bence the 

p: .,. or diminution of inftuence and Importance. 
• The responsibility III the king to pert&l'm his ~ by enforCing the practlee 

of ~ among bis subjects a~d t'O protect them according to the l'IIleII of NitlstR:nl begiM 
. trom the very moment &f ./jiB auumptloD of the l'Oya\ poaltiOIl. 
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anointed and duly installed or not, he sh<luld begin to rule Ilis subjects 
according' to Niti, being alwaya above bOard and ever the holder of the • 
sceptre. 

55-56. Of the intelligent man even the small wealth can daily 
increase. 'And even lower animals can be subdued through heroism, 
morality, might and wealth. 

57-58. There are three kinds of penance, 8fUvika, ,·o,ja8i1ea ,.HI 
tdmasa. The king has his character accurding to the penance he,~ften 
performs. 

59-62. The king who 18 cOIlt'!iant to his own duty and is tIle 
protector of Ilis ,mbjects, who perfol'llis ail tlJO sacrifices and conquers 
hl8 enemies, and who it'! charitable, forbearing and valorous, has 110' 

attachment to the things of enjoYniC'nt and is dispaHsionatp, is called 
Rdtvika an(l attains salvatiull at death. 

ti3. The king who has the oPpoHitc ('hal'aeteri~tie~ I~ tfimasa and 
gets hell at death. 

-../il4-H. The mi,,~rable king who is not clJlllpaH,.,ionate and if! lllad 
through passion~, wlto ill ellviouH RlI(! untruthful, who has vanity, cupidity 
and attachment for enjoyablc thillgs, who practi~es deceit and villuny, 
who it> not the same OJ' unifol'lII ill thought, speech alltl action, who' is 
fqJld 01 pickiug up (luanels ana as!;ociates himself with the .lower classes, 
who is independent of, and d081:1 l10t obey, Niti, ul1d who iH ~r an intrigu­
ing dispositioll, is called rajasa ltnd gets the condition" of lower animals 
or immovable things after' death. • 

tiU-70. The satvika king enjoyrs the blessings (?) of the gods, the 
·1·d.jasika those of the men, the tamasit of the demons. Mind should 
hence be devoted to satm. 
--------~.-.--~~-- --~--.--- ------. 
~ By artifice or by force or by heroism and not by tho ordinary rulo 01 

Buccesskm. ISukricharyya I. not a believer In the thoory that' /Ilice •• lty has no law' bu~ 
maintains that in extraordinary ca.seij al.o hi" lSilHtra must ho followed. Nit, BAstr. is 
unrelenting and extremely .rigid in its proceptH which cannot be rela"ed or compromised 
even in revolutionary times, e.g., when a ('hrone CallM vacant aud is ocoupied boY au 
U8Ul'Ptll' by hook Ql' by crook. Thc UBurper must 110t wait to .have his· claim formally 
reoogniBlld and hiS.p08itl'lon well secu.red; but as soob a. he gets the reins of government 
he must act n~n the rules of Nit! like thc legally recognised ruler of normal ~t .. tes. 

As so4n aa a re:olution is elfected, the revoilltiouist. must display their political 
• ability , by 8rganisiug the _ministration and establishing security j.lld order iu the State, 
tSukranlti ;: here antJ.clpating ttw sense 01 political morality mllnifested iu modern tiwes. 

1 Some 01 the .... irtuss of a.king and their eJlects. The two linea, however, have n( 

oonnexiou with the praise of ft1C'Ii above or with what fo~8. , 
'!\ere are three classes of kings according to their Ilature and sharaoterieti<l3. 
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71. Human birth ensues through the mixture of satro with tamas. 
I 72. The men of the world have their luck and character Socording 

to the nature of the penance they adopt. 
• 73-74. Man's work is the cause of his good or bad luck (prosperity 

or adversity). Even that which is called praktana (i.e., comes from previous 
birth) is really man's own work. Who can ever be without work? 

,.; • 75-76. Not by birth are the Brahmal)a, Kshatriya, Vai!fya, Such-a, 
and'~echchha separated, but by virtues and works. , 

-77-78. Are all descended from Brahma to be called BrahmaJ.la? 
Neither tbrough colour nor through ancestor,; can the t:!piril, worthy of 
a Brahmal)a, be generated. . 

7U·SO. The Brahmal)a is so called because of his virtue8~ e. fl., 
he is habitually a worshipper of the gods with knowledge, practices and 
prayers, and he is pNlPpf'lJ, restrained Ilnd kind. 

81-82. The Illan who can protect mell, whf) is \,alorous, restrained 
and powerful, aull who is the punisher of the wicked is called Kshatriya. 

83·84. Thutle wl,o arc C'xperts in saleN and :purchaseR, who ever 
live by COlllmerce, who are tcnders of cattle and w]JO cultivate lands are 
caUell Vaillyas in this world. ' 

85-86. Those mon of the lower order who arc servants and 
followers of the twice-bom, who are bol<l, pea~eful and have mastered 
their SentleH, artd wlw are driven! of the plough, drawers of wood and grass 
arc called Stiams. 

87-88. Those who have (leserted practiflillg their own duties. who 
are unkind and troublesome ttl ot~lCro, and who arc very excitahle, envioutl 
and foolish are Mlechchhas. 

1 There are three ClaS"l'. of "len according to their nature and char4cteristic8 . 
• The ~uthor haH been '''8cu88inl>: tho cla"scs of rulers and or mon genOlalJy according 

to thoir characteristics which he attributes to tbe penances they perform. ThiR ide_ 
about the penanccs leads to tho theory of work as dewrlDiuing man's futuro. 

"~A' Mon might say that dl'stiny is dotcl'millotl by previous birth and not by 

ono'8 q;1\ or work. !lilt this i. refnwd by tho .t,atolUent that this 1I1'l'Ft i8, after an, 

ndthing but ~" 
" • The pr .. i~o of wor" introduces gradually a new basis and interpretation of the caste 
system. • . 

• Here i8 an application of the theory of caste8 according to merits'a.n(1 qnaUlIcOLtions 
In the ca.se of the Brahma!'8. The question is .... ked-who is to be called a Brihmi.,pa ? 
The 8Jlswer is-not u,,~essarily the 80n or a Br~hmal.18, nor t'ile man with ceif .. in colour­

eharacteristic. 
Having discarded tho I,rdinary teSt8 of birth a.lld colour as determining the caallea, 

,sukrichiryya In II. 7D-Sa descrihes the now teat of me~lts Bnd oocupatioll8 and enll_tea 
the various q ualltl6fl of each caste. 
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'89-90. According to the effects of work in previous births the 
mind of men is inclined to virtues or vices. It is not po!I8ible to do 
otherwise. 

• 91-92. The intellectual disposition is generated according 88 

the fruitS of work make their appearanoe. The means and instrumentali­
ties used also are such 8S are adapted to the predetermined Fate. 

I 93-94. It is sure that everything happens under the infinen~ of 
Prak-karma. Hence advice suggesting commissions aud OUli8"i~ns is 
useless. 

• 95-96. Men ,vho art' wiliC and. whose character deae1'vee praise, 
~reatly respect Paul"U,?a OJ' Ellergy; whereas the weakliugs who are 
unable to exercise energy, to exert themS(>ives, worship Daiva Of Fate. 

I 07-98. Of course. everything in this world is founded on both 
Fate aud self-exertion, and this latt.er iH divided into two classes, that 
doue in a previout5 birth, and that dOlle il~ this. 

s 99-100. The strong it; always the enemy of the weak. And the 
discrimination betw:t'll the strong amI the weak is made by seeing the 
results; not otherwise. 

, '"" mil >lttnt bofitting ri the enjoyment ~ of tho fruita of pravloq 

deeda. 
• Tt.a treatise in praising ~ or work all tho sole ractor of d"stiny is very partlaWH 

about tho work doue ill past lives who~c OJ[ooUI are transmitted tllrough\ocoe8slve blrthal. 
• The author is discus!\iug if thore is any principle governing man's couroo 

of life in this world or if the eltd. and mea ... "do pLed by him are controlled by chance. 
By hiB theory of 1l'At '5" h<lostablishes the troth that previous lives determiae some 
80rt of a destiny, the _qq;;;iR;II, maoifestation of the elfecto of work and the ~ fa­

ture link for men in succeeding births; 110 that ill those blrtldl his intelligenoe aDd 'Ways 
and means of action very easily and 8ponLaneously arr~nge themselves. Theee thinp are 
pre-ordai.ned, bot not by an impel'llOnal agent Hk~ Falll or by ~jjnd chauee. . 

• .l..a.i~~ which explain and point out what aro to be done and wut UtI 

not to be done. 
• buluichilryya rafol'll to tho celebrated controversy . between ~ and ~, lit.-

..ell advooatN the latter· and disparage6 the former. He lI&ys t.I>e controveray I'eIIOl1'8. 
itaelf nltimately Into that between woak and able men. 

, The arguments 4n U. 88-iS amount to thill. Life In true world Is ~ 
by th:ree thlap-(u)"- or Fate aDd (b) iii" ( 1"'I'.m: ) or work, wruch apia I. 41,.,.. 
Into two cft_-Uf ~ or done in previous mo and (ii) nrilI« or achle,.ed In tIlie life. 

Of th_ u.Iee faotortl, Fate"" resorted to and aooused by weak and IooliBh people, ..,herB-. 
aa able men do "ot walt lor the .-cree of Fate but make their deetiny ill ,this lifo aDd In t.he 
un by thoU own o.oria and enetgisingo . 

.. Of IlOlUIIO, If there is .. strUSCle for e1isteDoe, thp tlt.tel' alld mun! P,oweifal -

be ~ GAl,. bf thm .lU'vivaL 

J 



stJ(til A-NlTI. 
------.---------------------------------------------

'101-2. The achievement of results IS not experienced by the 
direct procese (i.e., immediately in this world). For that is the cause of 
Priik·karma (constitutes Prak-karma and hence is visible in the next life}. 

"103-5. 1£ sometimes great rel;lUlts ensue out of even small activi­
ties that is due to prdktana, i.e., work done in a previous life. Some 
maintain that it is due to the earlier wOl·ks ill this life. 

"I 105. The paUTUfa of men is born of activities in this life. 

)06. It is possible to protect the lamp with its wick and oil from 
the wind with great care. 

"107.8. If it is pOl:!sibJe to have remedies to the certain destinies 
it is good to discard the evils by dint of intelligence and might. 

"109-10. The princ~ Rhould reco~nise three kinds of Fate, viz., 
light, moderate and great, according to the fll\'nllrablo or unfavourable 
consequence. 

"lll·]:~. Fate was HllfavJijlll'alJl e tl) IVivana and Bhi"ma whcll the 
one met with discomfiture from one mOllkf'Y on the occasion of Banabhallga, 
and the other from a Ringle lJIall at. GO(JI'aha (011 the occasion ot the 
capture of cattle), l·'a le was certainly fa\' ourabla to ltitgJ.a\'a and Al'juna. 

~ 114-15. When Fate is favourabl e, even sllJall exertions achieve 
good Jes1I1t". But when it iH unfa\'oumbl e, gJeat efforts may be profiuc­
tive of no good. Thus bot.h Bali and lTal'i~chandra wel'~ bound by their 
ellarity. 

_ ._-- ---.- _ ... . _. -_ . . - . .. _-.. __ . - _ .. _. _. - . .. _-_._ .. _. 
, Whatever 1\ D'I1\n do,,~ in this IiCe.)a cred ited to his account lor future birtb8. so 

that wbatN'er h .. enjoys in t.hose hirths is duo mainly to c"piLal aocumulated in the 
former. This idea is fUI-ther developod in tbe next two liues. 

, This is a test case t.o rrov.e that results or work do not manifest themaelves 
in this tHe but ill the next". For otherw.ts" We cannot explain the phenomena that even 
by putting forth bmall ellergy " mall :Iv t ime. enjoys eODsiderable good. _ This diecreplMlo,Y 
between cau"" aDd effect is due to the fact that much ef tIli. elleot is reany the 
income of cau8es .... pitalised, HO to speak, in the past life aq.d lying at present in the 
backgrollnd and bellce out of 01",'8 sight. 

• In 11. 105-8 th., auth~r iH disc-u •• ing some 01 the c lol'lllil which PaDl'1lfa or 
Energy should ',air" if. tb is Ii fc. One of these is the application of skill and fMee to do 
away with and ""medy the ovils of this world. For it is po8lli~le ~ undo even the 
.Il ..... t d,,_ of Fa.te ~~ just &I! tbe lamp cab be protected tr..?m the.- wUuI. 

• Fate Is either good~. or bad sm... .... known by the fruits QPtIi. Do' 
eaeli I. divIded into \\ classes according to tbe degrees or ravou~bJen888 o;~'nnfa..-pur. 
ablen.B. 

• ~ has in I. 9& OOen fecognieed as one of the factors that oontrol hUIDIIb life. ' 

Th- Unetl dOllcribe the elloclA! h Fate upon some of tbe bistorical charaete .... 
' E 
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1 111-18. Benefits accrue out of good deeds. Injuries come out of 
evil deeds. So orie should knolV from .8AstJll what is good and what is 
evil, and leaving the evil practise tl~ good. 

119,-20. The prince is the cause of time (the maker of his age) 
and of the good and evil practices. By a terrible Ilse nf his engine of 
sovereignty he should maintain the subjects each in his proper Rphere. 

12]-22. The kingdom is an organiRITl of seven limbs, "iz., the 
Sovereign, the Minister, thl' Frien,l, the Treasure, tIll' State, the fl'ort 
and the Army . 

• 122-24. Of these seven conAtitlll'nt elenlfmts or the king~om, the 
king or Sovereign is the head, the Mi\,lister iR the eye, the Friend is the 
ear, the TreasurE' iR the mouth, the Army if! the mind, the Fort is the 
~rms and the State iR the legs. 

125-26. I ~hall gra.lnally descrihe the qualitieR of each of these 
limb~, which intelligent rnonarclls pOSHess. 

127-28. The king is the caUl'le of the prosperity of this world, is 
respected by the experienced and old people and gives pleasure to the~ 
('yeR (of the people) !fB the moon t.o the sea. 

12\.1-30. If t.he king if! not a perfept guide, his subjects will get· 
into trouble as a hoat without the helmsman sinkA in a Rea. 

'131-32, WithOllt th!' gov('rnor, the subjects do not keep to theh,. 
o)"n ~hereB. Nor (loes the "sov€'reignflouriRh in t11e world without 
Ruhj€'ctB. 

133-34. If the monardl' proceed A accprding "to the dictates of 
Ny.iya or .JuRtice INiti) he can supply himself as well as the subjects 
with Trivargl~ or virtue, wealth an(I en'joyments, otherwise he destroys 
both. 

135-36. The king called Vai~rav8J.1a ~ould' rule the earth through 
virtue, but through Riu Nahu\la got hen. 

1 These fonr lines have 110 connection with the discnssion llboqt Fa;te and Pntu,ak&r 
above bnt refer to ordl'hary rules of morality and repeat what has heen" prevloasly 
said about the klng'a fun()ti~n8 . 

• The analogy of the kingdom with the body of man and the description of It lUI the 
body politic or political organism, which have been made much ot In moJern times, aN 

aqgeated here th~ngh & a qnite dUlerent and fanciful way. 
It is not 91ear wpt is meant by Qf and how it Is an .. or 11mb of U. the kingdom 

op how It ep stand lor the 'egs of a hnman being. The analogies of the Army with tIi. 
mind and tte Fort with th",lrma are also qneer and not quite COmp1<8he.wlble • 

• The 8tate Is a llllot_1 nd """~,j"ra"!1 institution. Mao is • pqlltloaJ animal aDd 
_t prwpe~ unl .... a ~a.t.lon between sovereIgn.Del 8IlJUeots Ia eatabUabecl 1.11 tbo 
eoclet1' , 
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1 137-38. Vena was ruined through vice Rnd Prithu was prosperous 
ilirough virtue. So the ruler shouTa cultivate his interests by plaeing 
virtue in his front. 

139-40. Thc prince who is vlrtuous, is a part of the gods. He 
who is otberwiRe is a part of t.he demonR, an enemy of religion and 
oppressor of subjects. 

'" • 141-43. The king is made out of the permanent elements of Indra, 
Vft.yu, Yama, Sun, Fire, Varu~a, Moon, and Kuvel'a, and iR the lord of 
both the'immovahle and movable worlds. 

144. Like Indl'a, the sovereign is ahle to protect the wealth and 
possessions. 

145. As Vi\yu or Ail' is the sprpadpr (and diffuser) of scents, so the 
Prince is the generator (and cause) of gOOf) and evil actions. 

]46. As the sun is the (liRpellm of darknesR (and the creator of 
light) so the king is the founder of religion and dpstroyer of irreligion. 

147. As Yamn is the god whopuniRhes (human beings after death) 
so also the monarch is the punisher of offences (in t.his world). 

148. Like Agni, the prince is the purifier and the enjoyer of all 
,gifts. 

149. As VarUl;la, tlle god of water, f'illstains everything by sJlpply­
ing moisture, 1'10 also the king maintains everyhody by his wealth. 

150. As the Moon pleaRes human beings by its rays, so also the 
king satisfies everybody by his vil,'tueR and activities. 

'151. As tIle god of wealth protects tIle jewels of the universe, so 
the king protects the treasure llud possessions of the State. 

1 These are 80IDe eleme~tary no'tions aboot the king, his functions and his dnties 
wblch are oft repeated In treatises like this. The only pecullsrity about these 
paatlage& Is the reftlren'ce to names of Pallr&'.'ik kings aDd the attempt to make the 
precept concrete by alluding to their lots in lite. Can these references lUll well as the 

JIIustratlollll of the fortunate nnd unfortunate persons mebtioned in connection with 
'" be said to ap;aroach a rudimentary application of the historical method In Hindu _10-

locleal thought? 

• The kine's divine origin I\Ild el!.traordinal'1 (SQperbnmanl, powel'II &I'll -onesl;. 
ed. ftIlI ele_tot &re derived from the Rods. Eauh god oo.tows OIl IiI. eertaItt 
power-. 

• In 11. 144-51, the functiOll" and general attrlbnt6s of the Iring are deacrlW. and 
..... 1. attributed to the _kAng at his body and IifeOlit at tbee/etlleRt, 01<> ... 01 tile.., 
1'11- UDell elnol_te tile text ilP 14\03. 



CHAPTER I. 

152. As the moon dOf's not shine well if depri\"ed of one or ita 
parts, so the king does not Hourisl) unless he Ilaa all the parts dellCribed 

above. 

153-54. The sovereign is always pOR.qASHtld of tlle attributes of 
eeven peTFlOnS, e,g" father, mother, prt'CPptor, brothel', friend, VaitCraval;la 
or Kuvera and Yama. 

155. As a fathl'r provides hi!l offsprings with attributes, (i.e", by 
education), so the king can t'lldow hi!l subjects with good qualities. 

156. The mot.her pardons offences lind nourishes the 1lhildren, 
(so also the king). 

• 157. The GUl'n is nn advi'*ll' to the diSC'iplp and teaehAs him good 
lessons (so also the king). 

Hi8. The lJl'othPr taKPR out hiR own le~l 1\1lBre from the ancestral 
property (!l0 alflo the king l't'ceiw'A hiR own sh!lre of thA ppople's wealth and 
produce). 

15!). The frien.\ is the confidante awl IH'ppE'I' (or pl'vtector) of one's 
!lelf, wifp, wealth :U1~1 secrets (AO alRo the king). 

HlO. Kuvera gives wpaltll (1\0 alRo the king), and Yarna is the 
punisher (so also the king). 

Tile functions desrribed above in the analogies with the powe~" of Nllture may be 
grouped under the following live heads :-

(1) Protec(.ion of person and pro~erty (144,151). 
(2) Administration of Jnstice (147). 
(8) Spread of religion and culture (145,411).' 

(f) PhilanthrOpy and charity (149). 
(5) Realisation of revenues (148) • 

• Almost all the attributes mentioned in lli~ have been Implied ~r described 
in the preceding analogies. Thus the functloJis or"the father and the flU"" may be taken 
under 14li·4e, the mother's function is partly that of Yama (147) and partly that ot Varooa 
(149). Yama's tnnction has been unnecessarily repellted. Kuv,ra in these llnes I; a 
giver, whereas iu the ilreoeding account is the protector of wealth. . The bJ!other'e work 
was suggested by Agoi's. tllDetion. But the peculiar attribute of Wfffl as the sharer 01, 

pateJ'llal wealth Is to be notAld. 
The only addltiODal fuoction of th .. kiug bronght fOl"l1UOrd in these lines ia tllat 

suggested by thl\, analOgy wit,h the friend. The -king should be the protector of the 
pertlOn ot the 8U~ts, the eustodian of their women and wealth, and the keeper of their 
-1;#Ita. ,ut theee are the thinp whioh people generlllly try to keep. out of the kine's 
~ an illtel'feft/Doe el:oept under oIreullIfItancee of exil'ellle neClelJs1ty, e.fl~ III revo­
lutionM}' iJmM 01' wIIea oo.pelled lIy I16lf-lntereBt. It Ie straQge that Sakl'llldtl. 
eAtauJ6 . place H9 ~8IIce In jbc ruler 1IIIdel' 110I'III&\. eonditloM, for It le otMrw_ 
full or ~ most IIOUnd and practical advice adapted to iht wars of t4e worl4, 



14 SUKBA-N1TI. 

161-62. 'rhese attributes abide in the king who is prospering. 
Thsae seven qualities should never be deserted by a king. 

I 163-64: The man who can pardon and deal out mercy (at the 
proper time) is really able to quell and subdue (the offenders). Without 
the attribute of merey, the king cannot get on even with all his good 

qualities. 

"165-66. The king should give up his own faults and abandon 
unfriendly words, but should ever satisfy his RubjectB by gifts, bestowal 

of honours and good deeds. 

167-70. The king who is restrained, valorous and skilled in the 
use of arms and weaponA, who is the queller of foes and not independent 
of Niti, who ilil a man of parts and has acquired the arts and RCienceB, 
who is not an associate of t.he Inwer clas868, IV ho has long v iewsl who 
respects old men and attends to Niti, and who is respected by meritorious 
men is known to hI' a part of thl' gods. 

171. The king who is otherwise is a part of tne demons and gets 
hell. 

·172. The attendant!'! or the king are always according to the parts 

pf the king. 

173-74. The king ahicl('R hy t.heir actiorlR, and is always gra.t.ifiec:! 
by their condnl't. He cannot lie ot.herwise beC'anse of the strength of 
Fate. 

'175-77. Effe<'tR of works done must bA endured by men unless 
there be remetlieA. If remedies be procured, the effect.s have not to be 
endured to the same exttlnt, just as a clisease under treatment. 

1 This i,a a very stlund advice, for sometimes" I> sott answer tnrneth away Wl'atll." 
Coereion is but a very small part of government, and it is only highest statesmansbip 
that can diS(l()ver wilen sod what to punish and when and IYhat to pardon. Punish· 
ment, aftor all, is!' means to an end, and the victories of kindDe88 &1'8 mo1'8 effective a.n4 
lasting thaD thOlle of terl'Or. And so mercy is the crown and glory ot human virtU8ll. 
8bakeepeal'l!'. eulogy is well-known • 

• Like ruler, like winlsters . 

• A disease even it trellted is _till painful, but of course not SO amch as ~ ~ 
me:nt. 80 al80 Ifwfijll\ll( be provided agai .... t ~ or ,",ork done, the .. -7 aot 

be BO much "' as when th_ was no ""medy qtft.~ But fa uy_ * .... 
.. _ be eedured. 
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1178-80. Who tries or cares to abide by an advice that is the cause 
of evils? For the mind is gratified with ollly good results, nobody's hear~ 
is attracted by evil consequences .• So one should follow the 8&stras alter 
discrimiuating between those that treat of good, and those that treat of 
evil, consequences. 

'181. Discipline is the chief thing to the guide or king. Thill comes 
through the dictates or precepts of Ehlstras. Thil:! gives mastery gver 
the senses, aud oue who has mastered the OItlnfSeS, acquil'etl the S&Stras. 

183-85. The king t?)Joultl 6rl:!t provide dis~ipline to himSelf, thE>u 
to the SOIlS, then to ministers, I.hen to S6t'vauttl, theu to the tlubjects. He 
~hould never display hi:lnbllity ill only advising others. 

186. Sometime;.; a king, though well CJ.ualified, lUay be without any 
subjects or rights. 

187-88. But the suhjects, however \'iciouH, lllllst 110t be without a 
king. Just as lndriini is never a widow, so also the subjects. 

189-PO. Sovereignty in a kingdom is deprived of its beallty if 
there is the king ouly bllt there are uo ministers, well-disciplined kinsmen, 
and restrained offsprings. 

191-9::!. The kiug \Vh~Be ijubject8 are devotHl, who is devoted to' 
the Ifl'otectiou of hi~ 8ubjcctl'l, aud who has diKciplined himself, enjoys 
great prosperity, 

'193-114. One should bring to bay or discipline, by the hook of 
knowledge, the elephant of the ReUSeR which is rUllning to and fro in a 
destructive l1Ianner in the vast fOl'el'>t of enjoyahle things. 
-----------~--------~------~------ . 

, These IineH coutain an advioo as to tb<, ob¥lrvancooand pu .... uit of BAstr..... Any 
and every tiliBtra must not be followed, but a discrimination i. to be made between that 
which i8 likely to promote one's Interests and that which is not . . 

• .... guide. The other reading is;rq (king.) 
• 

• Here Is a complete anal~gy between the proCe8ABS of ·traininf. elephants anf 
the oen6BII. .Jllst.... the elephant running to' and fro In the fOl\lat and committing havoc 
~ all aroupd haS to be tallied by the use of· the rod, sO alFJO 'the IICnseB or _II: 
inc8118antl¥ wallderillg to Ill1d gt'atUloatlon ill the multifariou~ ohJectot of the I1l1i,,_ and 
calUllng pelturbation to the 1"'0.1, hne to be controlled aDd dbrolpllned py the application 
of Imowledge. 

'this adyloe about the eoQ~1 and restraint of the SellMl8 is tile fundamental aad 
prhllal'y I_OIl in the Biftdu s)'lll;em of moal fldlleatloD, an<f the simile about wild aDd 
uabrok* elephant. 18 0218 ot ihe lIIOlIt OOI1ItDOD devIces in Pl1lJlult llteratuze, 
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1195-96. The mind, covetous of the meat of enjoyable things, 
I sends forth the senses. So Olle should carefully check the mind, for when 
the mind is controlled, the senses are l:onquered. 

"1\)7-98. Ho· ... can the man who is unable to subdue one's mind 
master the world extending to the sea? 

199-200. The king whose heart is agitated by the enjoyable things 
gots into a trap like tbe elephant. 

'201-2. Sound, touch, Hight, taste and smell-each of these five alone 
is sufficiElnt to cause destruction. 

· ·203-4. The deer which is inllOCE'llt, felKls upon grass and blades, 
and can roam far and wide, seeks death attracted by tbe music of the 
tempter. 

1205-6. The elepbont whose stature is like the peak of a mountain, 
and who call uproot treetl with ease, is lIowflver c8ugbt because al the 
l'leasure of contact with tbe female. 

'207-8. The fly get8 death by falling t';uddenly into the lamp because 
of itR mad passion through gratification of eyes by the light of the wick 
in a mild lamp. . 

'209-10. The fish tho\lgh it dives into unfathomed depths and lives 
iu distant abodes, tastes the anglc with meat for death. 
,------------ -- - -~-- --- - ---.-- -- -

, The "": or mind is an Independent entity In Hindu psychology; not a mere name 

for the processes of consciousness produced by the sensations and perceptiouA tltrough 
the organs of sebses, lult a separate organ like ~ho five seMes, having Ita own function 
to discharge. The 1Il'I: is tho director or conductor of the flvo org&lls ot sensation, 

"' dtlllCribed here; theso have to work under its guidance. 
~ A technlc,.\ term in Hindu P~ychology and EthieR otten used in this tl'<latiee 

in connexlull with moral topics, e.g., training of oIIaract",., discipline, etc. There are five 
~, viz., ~ (sight) IUWI{ {sonnd),,,~ (smeli),", (tast.c) 'Vv (tooch), i.e., the five cla_ 

of objects \1\ the IlDivorse whjch call be peroeived through the live dillerent organs of 

lenaation. Those five ~s consti tnte the whole universe of material object.. aDd eajoy. 

able things that tall wit~in the physical reach of man. 

The ana'ogy bere is between meat and fiNII, 
• ~U8t a. tlharity begins at home, so also conquests begin ~.ith self. The capaoity for 

...... tery over a kingdom :. proved by the ability to conquer ono's own 8elt. 
a The ~'aPe enu~oratud here, alld io the noxt few lin"" the evil eolllltlqoences 

of each aN desoribed. ' 

• Be.a II the pernlcloua Inlluence of sound lU1I~ Illuatrated by thr _ of tbe deer 
whIcills other",i8e quite innocent. (, 

a B8l'e I. the haneml Inlluenco of toncb or ~ lIlustnted'by the caee of til" elepllaat , 

who i. other",\se very powertnl. 

• Rere I. tile danger from ~ 01' llipt ilIultrated by the a_ of tIM! .,. 
t The Alb !II ~ object ~l for ~r bout tute or ~. 



OIIAPTER 1. 
--~-------.-

J 211-12. The bee which has the power oC cntting boles, 1Wd' can By 
with" wings, gets however caught within a lotus because ()f its desire for 
.mell. 

"213-4. These poison-like Vi,aY;f,8 are each capable of ruining men. 
Cannot tJI6 five combined cuuse destruction? 

'215-16. Inrlnlgence in gambling, women and drinking, when un­
due, produces many disasters; but when within due limits, gives rise to 
wealth, IiIO-ns, and intelligence . 

• 217-18. NaIa, Dharma (Ylldhi\'~hira) and other kin~ were ruined 
through honest gambling, but gamhling with disbouf'sty is ptod'uctive of 
much wealth to thoso who know it. 

211)-20. Even thn naJJlE' of f€males itS captivating alHI agitatos tbe 
;nind. What to speak of the effect. of sight oE those whose brows are 
luxuriously decorated? 

221-22. Whom doe!> !lut a woman subdue, who iii skilled in the art 
of Hecret conversation, who tal kH soft and ,.;weet, atHl whose eyes are red? 

223 24. The woman can fmb,jue with p,u,~ion the heart of even the 
ascetic who has coltCJuered the flenRe8. What to Ray of meu whose senses 
am not controlled? 

225-26. Many princ(>s have been l'uille,l through attachment to 
women, e.g., Indra, Dandakya, Nahu~a, IVwana and othen,. 

1227-28. The wife of a~nan who is not extremely attached tl) her is 
for hi: happiness. For without her there is 110 other companion in domes­

tic work. 
229. or the Ulall who drinks wine excllssively, intelligence dis­

appears. 
8230-31. Wille, drunk according to Bome measure, increlt86S the 

talent, clears the intelljgence, augmeJltR paJ;iellc~ lIud makes the mind 
steadfast i but otherwise it is ruinous. 

1 The bee iIIustl'&tes the danger from ItRf or smon. 'fhe Jecture on the _as­
~ity for control of the .senses and the practice of 8elf-restraint ill In II. 201-J2 very ably 
I1dld poetically delivered and r,,",ches ita climax in the n,,~t two lille!!-

• The whole descriptilJn is a very cl .... r a.nd cone ret(! p .... eutat;,/D of tbe natu1'e 
of ~ aD.d tbe proeestltlfl of the working of p ...... ions, and a "great ~wl.r of -obtlel'­
vatlon is Implied in each ca~o. Throe important professions b .. ve been Indicated in the 
.bove lin08-(l) ~r-cltcbing by tbe bunter, (2) e'"phant catching, and (8) aagUng. 

• Eac~ of thew three Vll88ioos hu both Ita U808 and abWlell. ~Undue, 
immoderatt, exe_ive. ~-due and moderate. 

• Thtlll gambling has lJ.th it. n&eli and abnses. 
• Th\1JI the woman also has ""tb uses and abn.es. 
• ThUll fulnklng is both good and bad acr.ordin!& to, circulIIstances. All a.lonc In 

LIlis del!eriptiQn the author is advlKlatina tho Rille of the qolden Mean: 'A.void Ib--.' 
8 
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1232. Sensuousness and anger are Ii ke wine Bnd should be duly used 
-the former in the maintenance of the family, the latter against enemies. 

'234. Cupidity should be indulf:ed in by a king who wants victory 
in the of the army. 

'235-36. Dut princes should not indulge in sensuousness wit,h regard 
to other's wives, cupidity in other'lS wealth, Bnd anger in punishing their 
own subjects. 

4237, Can a man be said to have a mate when he takes to another's 
wife? Can anybody be called a hero who punishes his own subjects? 
Can a man be ealled wealthy through somebody else's wealth? 

• 23\)·40, The god IS ruill aud cast down the kiug who is not a pro­
tector, the Bnlhmar,1 who is not a perforn.er of penances, and the rich mall 
who it! lIot charitable. 

241-42, SOVf'reignty, the position of a giver and opulenc(' are the 
fruits of pellanee,; ; and t.he fruit.H of 8im; are begging, slavery ami poverty. 

243-44. Having ob"rrved the Siu;tras and duly govemed one's own 
I self, thc kllJg shonld discharge II is dutieH for llappiness in this world and 

the next. 
'2<15-48, Punishment of the wi('ked, charity, protection of the subjects, 

1 ~~t1krft.("hn.ryyn.·s system docs lint blilldly arlvocah' the ub&oluto inhibition of 

.be passions and Un, HI,rict, a"<'ctiei.m whi<oh leads to (,110 killing of tho Ronses. In It, there 
is a place for gamhling, drinking', woman, angf"r, henSuOllRneNR and othf'f indulgenceH. lie 
gives the deVIl his d,,,·, Rnd do,," not (orgot tho gllm\ to he derived from, and tho uses tbat 
can be madn of, e, on gamhling fUld drinking. Hib morality is austere hut not inhuman, and 
18 adapted not 1,0 th" abstract human uoing. shut III' ill a ('onv()ut bllt to the ('omplete 
men with all their pB •• ions and sensibilities, di .. 'hBrging their thou.,md and OIm duties 

In this world. bukracharyya thus arrivc" at a B~stem that is calCUlated to bring .. bout the 
harmonious development of all facultleR of man without repreBBing or un,luly pushing 
forward anyone, 

• Thus 'fiT" ~ Bnd iT"!, passinns wbich are ordinarily sUPl'osed te be the 
greatest onemies or moral na.ttlt'e hav( , ac{'orc1ing tu bUkrftcharyya, their own partB to play 
in human lifo and arc not abbolutcly the unalloyed vices they are painted to be. 

• 'fhese IU'e 8uD1cilnt c'/Hlcks to tho wantonness of the three passions. Th"y aze 
allowed witbln tbo.e limitlS, Beyond these they become vices. 

• The advice I" • Be marriod,' 'He heroic,' '130 weal'hy.' But taking to an­
other's wife is no marriage, opp~..88ing ono's own people is no heroism, and geM;iog 
another's wealth Is no richuess. 

• The proper functions ""8 of the t!.ree cla880s of men aze bere dClcribed. 

• ~."-lnoome to be derived from land by the king. Th.; agrieul~ural, (and 
otber eoonoml~) fu'wtion. are prescribed ill this phrB/ffl, 

~~ ~-]nde!>eno1ent princes to be made dependl'"t aDd tribllwles. The king 
should always try to be an ovprlord by cOllqneriDg kiDgdomH 811d et!tab\lshing an empire 
o'!(el them, tIO tht their chiefs may be made to PolY homage The ad'\'loe Is imJl"l'lalisti<l_ 
The other functions are ordlnarJ aDd ba'\'e been often mentioned In the he.Mae. 
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performance ot Rajasfiya and other BlU'rifices, equitable l'ealiRBtion of reve­
nues, conversion of princes into tributary chiefs, quelling of the E'nemies and 
extraction of wealth from 1:tnd-th~se are the eight fl111ctions of the king. 

249-50. Th9Ae kings arE' almost like oxen (i.e., fools) by whom their 
strength {Army) is not increased, hy whom princes are not made to pay 
tribute, and by whom. subjects are not WE'll protect.ed. 

251-52. The most miserable ki ng is he whom the subjects lank upon 
with terror and diflrespect, and who if! deflerteel by bot.h rich and virtuous men. 

253-54. The king who is much at.tac!led to aetorfl, musicialols, prosti­
tutes, athletes, oxen and lower caRt.es (jeseJ'ves ignominy IIn(1 if! exposed to 
enemieF!. 

25!l-5!i. The king who is inimical t.o the intelligent, who iF! pleased 
with cheats, and does not understand his own faults, creates his own des­
truction. 

257-59. When the king does not pardon ofi't'nces, but. is a great 
punisher, is the robher of men'" wealth, anel oppresses the Bubjects on 
hearing of his own faultH, t.he society gets distul'be(l and disorganised. 

"l!u()-65. By "laking the Reeret Api('s keep infol'lTIfltion aA t.o \vllo are 
accusing hiR eonl\uet, in what light the ministers ancl others who know it 
me viewing it, what is thE' ext.ent of flatisfaction and who are discontented 
with him owing to his vil'tueR and yieeR, :m(\ Iwaring everything from them. 
in se~ret, the king ,1esPrvint I)raise shol11d alwaYfl know his own faults 
from the standpoint of tile subjectR amI get rid of them, bu~ never punish 
the people. 

26u-67. If when a king is marIe by the "pies to hear "People 
dispraise you, 0 king." he gets angry through wickedness, he hines his 
own faults. 

268-69. Even the chaste SItl1 was fOl'sa.ken fly Rama owing to. his 
dispraise among the subjects. Even S:sllljoll punishment was ~ot meted 
to a certain {1IIIi by one who was able to do so . 

. , ~ukraniti nl~;:~· B~~laln ;;:~~·s-~~nth~·kin-g;;-;'-;n dlsclpiine and selt-retltralnt. 
Tbe greatest (If his functions is considered to he roling himself. The importance of thls 
moral training to the king f8 conHtantly mentioned in the treatise .. 

• Having described some of the virtnes alld vices of kinG" the aot""r Is aucseaU. 
some of the proceasetl by which they Hhould try 1;0 rectIfy thmbselves. One of the ~ 
importan t rul88 0' morality for the king is th .. t which regulates his relatloQa and deallop 
with the .nbjects, bot therefore a correct estimate of their opinion and crltlcls!\l la the 
drst step II> ~o king's -01'41 d1scipllne. 

TbOJ tpielt have to be appo~nted not only against the subjeetB, but. alao &pillA the 
tile king hlmaelf aIId on belaa1t of t.be .... bjeeta. 'rhla IutellipDee Jlepllrtltlent I. .., l1li 
ftIIIIol'ded .. the iDlltru1D8llt for briqlag public opIDlon & bear un the tiDI"B pllllHo 
~lv~ 
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1270-74. Even wht>n immunity is declared by a king, E'ducUed ill 
the artll and sciencefI, Tlohody ean dare l'lpeak out even his EMUR 

offeoo€'S in his presence. Besides it ig lleard that the gods such *' V.u 
at80 are fond of praise. 'Vhat thl'o to Apflak of the men? Dispmisealways 
Cl'eatl's angl'r. Hf'I1N' thl' king Rhoulcl bt> ever ml'l'ciful, ~~ .nd 
affectionate. 

275-76. YOlltl" life, mind, l)(,Ruty, wealth, flovereignty-thetle six 
are vpry inconRtant. Knowing 1.11is, one should he religiouR. 

27':!-78. The Rllbjects dpRert a king who is ullcharitable, who insults 
men, who practiSE's deceit. and 1lt;('S harsh words. and who is severe in 

punishmentR. 

279-80. People clo 'lIot take to a king who is I'ery cowardly, pro­
crastinating, very passionate, aIHI exce~Ri"e1y altached to I.he enjoyable 
tlJings through ignorance. 

281. But the people are satiRfied with the oppoAite qualitieR. 
282. Olle demerit spreadR ill fame, cannot a ('oOlbinatioll of faults 

do it? 

283-84. Hunting, dice-playing nlHI drinking are condemnable in 

kings. Dangers from these are illustrated in the cases of Pam/u, Nai­
!l8dha and Vri~Qi respectively. 

285-8tl. SensnousneRR, all gel', ignnrllncp, cupidity, vaAity and 
passion-one .ShOllld givE' lip jhf'~f' Rix. Tht'sf' hf'ing giYf'n up, tiM! kin.g 
becomes happy. 

287-90. King DandllkYII went to thE' ooJ.(s by tnkir,g to am' of these 
six enemiefl, viz., senRIlOUSnef<l'I, .Janamf'jaya through anger, R.lijar~j' Aila 
through cupidity, Asura RiUlpi tlU'ClUgh folly, Riik\'lft8a Paul8stya 
~rt>ugb yanity, and king Dombhodbhava through passion. 

'291-92. But the powt'j'ful JAmaclagllya ann. the fort1.Lnate Ambari\18 
'iuled the world for n long time by giving up tllese six enemies. -. 

• Two IJ'Onnda are adv.anDed for sRing the king to" take 8JlCm&/ care to be 
~l'Clrul to those who I're _urel'8 IDd det ... ctol'll of "18 eooduet. In the liNt p1aee, the 
~ ia not likety to get lull information about hiR O"'n lao Ita, for pebple can DeTe!' be \loW 
eDOU&ll to speak tbe trUth. In the..eOODd piace, It is very diftlclilt to p'Dt np ... Ith pabtle 
_UN aad. di8pr&i8&-Fa_ bei"lt the l88t Inftrmlty of hnman eharamer. 

, Thla precept au DO eOIIDedOll ... ltII the preceding Of' tIM! toneWID!!:. 
'Having ill' II. tfi8-74 deBCribed the rilles of publie .-..aUt,. tllat t&l kIIIIr ba 

..,eolaUy to oNeJ:'\'e. bllkmUryya If"". aD aecount of ,Iif>e fautta aDd ""- cit .. 'lUCIIl 
ceaenl _It In Indivldeal live. &1111 .. loiN also the ki ..... wt.......... ftltJ 
..woa 01 IDdlvldual life I. HI.-taW . ." eoMftte ~ t() "'-~ .. : ..... 
. ltlfls, AaUI'1UI and RAk,-. 
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293-94. Augmenting virtllC and wt'&lth which are Plt1"8uOO b, the 
good with care, and controlling his senlK'S, the king should worship hi. 
preceptor. 

295-91. Association with t.he guru is fol' the acquisition of the 
Sastras, the 8118tl1l8 are calculated to increase knowledge; tbe king wbo is 
trained in the branches of learning is respected by the good, alld dooll not 
incline to wrong deeds even if impfllle<1 by evil motil·cs. 

'298-300. The wi!>e king by daily acquiring the varion!! brandles 
of Ibarning, practises only those works which arc knowlI to be virtuoull/ 

according to Rruti, Smritis, tradition RDd oolf·oeliberntioll. 
301-2. ()f the monarch ",ho hal'! conqnel'ed hiR sensE'S, and who 

fpllowB the Niti Sa~tra, prosperity ill in the ascE'ndant ane! Fame renchos 
t.he skies. 

30:1-4. Amvikshiki <Logic), t.h(' 1'rayl (3 Vedas), VSl'ta (F..eonnmics} 
and Dalldaniti-·t,hese foul' branclle" of learning the king Rhould always 
study .. 

'305-8. The science of (liscl1~sion nnrl Vedilnta Bre foundpd on the 
sciel!,ce of ADwikshi\:i; \'irtu6 and vice, as well as inwrE'Hts and injuri!'s 
of mall are based on the Trayl, wealth an(l its opposite on Varta, good 
and bad govemmeDt 011 Dandaniti. Thus all tile caHtes or men and tbe 
stages of humau life sre bnilt upon these sciences. 

~alO-ll. Theflix '\flga8~ I.he four Vedas, Mtmflllls{\ <R)'stelll of philo-

I Four meaDS '''II melltiullcd here rOil <1t'lcrmining th .. "" <I I P i.r" l\eveal-. , . -
eel literature, c."., the ,'"daB; (2) l'lmriti, I>.g., Dharma t,hlrll8 (3) l'If'ti,,: "radltlor. lind 

custolll, cOJu.enllus ,,( public opinion (4) 'Pre, 6fli r~ cogitation in the mind, i.e., 
introspection, disrU8t'!iion and deliberation . 

• In 11. 803·8 bQkrtichlryya h.... cllomerated and brie6y described the BOOpe of 
the four tUda_fita) branc""" of lenrning. III the n,·xt f.w linee ench 111 beu.g fully 
explnlned. 

• 'WJfl'Iii. iix IimbH of the Vedas, they' aN called.' They aM anxillariea aDd 
supplemeuts to tllO Vedas. A preliminary training in them is required to acquire IIlaIIte.y 
over the Vedu, for they ~t ot the grammar, phonetics. matbeN,atics, etYRl0Iop. &o~ lUIIId 
41 tho Vedae. 
~ tile common lUIIIIe of two 01 the six systellls 01 philO<lOphy in Hindu LI~ 

ture. Tbey are (I) I'tlrva Mimi,!,si or simply MimA'!'" propouztded by. Jalminl dealinc ' 
with the riWala of reli,llon, and (2) Uttara Mim41J1:' Or Vedan~&, dooling with eaoteric 
rellgloo. In thla line the first Is meant, for VedAnta hlUl heen incl~ed In Anwltabitl or 
LqgIe in 1 .. 305. 
~ TII_ aM 18 ~n number. conatituting tile whole .ly.OOm ~f Wadu tIaeo&os7 

..... ~0fD' _ fOl'miJIg III _rclol!ledia of the Jea1'lllq '&IId'wilJdoa of tile aac=6eai 
Hindu&. 

~. i.e ........ ., ~---~DC t.1rIe flrattlt_ Vella., tlteAthal'ftll. DOt_ V .... 
bnt rat\er _ lIIete appendix to theIR all. Blore l ut,&cht91'- ,ivllB a special lDe ...... ~ 



22 BuKRA-N1'1'I. 

sophy,) Nyaya (system of philosophy), Dharl!lll Sll.str8E! AS well as the 
PurAJ.las-all these constitute the Tray!. 

311-12. Tn Vart,a are treated intpreRt, agriculture, commercp and 
preservation of cows. The man who iR well up in Vart.a need 1I0t be 
anxious for eamings, 

313-14, Oanaa is restr,\int and punishment, hence the king is 
alsp knowlt to be Danda, The Nit,i that regulates punishmflnt. ('o"nstitutes 
Dandaniti, Niti so called becauAe it, governs anI] guides. 

315-Hi. Man giv(:'s up both pleasure and pain through Anwikshiki 
and the science of self (metaphysics) and gets both temporal and spiritual 
self-realisation through the Tray1-

317-18. As kindness is a great virtue among men, so the king 
should rule th" poor people wiLh kindness. 

319-20. 
own intpl'est. 
king. 

The king RllOuld not oppress the pOOl' people seeking his 
For they, (lying through repression, ultilm.tely ruin the 

321-22. One should aSBsociate with the good people both for '~irtue 
and happiness. OJlf1 who if! respected hy the good attainA great prml­
perity. 

323-24. The man who is attended hy goofl men gratifies the heart 
in the samp way as tho 1110011 with it" cool rays pleaRes thp tank ~ith itA 
newly blossomed lotm;eA. 

325-26. One should ahandon th", corppany of bad men which is 
terrible like the desert ;;corched by thE> summer Bun, frightening and 
inhospitable. 

327-2H. One shuuld associate rat.her with snakes whose mouths 
contain p,)ison, and w}JOse 'faces have been darkened by the smoke of 
fire exhaled by th('ir brE>athing~, b~t neyer with bad men. 

s 3~9-30. By one who desires good, the bad man should be accorded 
even a hetter t.reatment than the signs of honour meant for good persons 
who are to be worshipped. 

'V"rta iB thus " !lractical sell.nce pre!OCrlhlng rules fo. the maintenance of 
family • 

• Having previoQsly described the system of moral educatioD fo. a Iring b~tll u the 
head of the State III>d as a private individllal, in II. 2116-11UI Svlrr,ieh41'yya has dlslllU up a 
.yUabus of intolleet .... f training and explained the oontl'nt of each ,btaneh Of le!Irnln&! 
with ita utility to maD. ' 

• Linea 1'11-lW _tahl' OIdiDal1 '*"'PM about ~fp hi'. ~ 
.aupar· 



OSAP'l'ER 1. 

331-32. OJN) should always please the world by wOl'ds that can 
captivate the heart. Ev~~ the man who gives away wealth in charity 
terrifies the people if he nses harsh'"\'iords. 

333-34. The wiEle man, even if he be oppressed, should not use 
such woros by which men feel pain as if pierced at heart. 

335-36. Pleasant words ought to{) be used whether to good men or 
to enemies. The man who is popular speaks sweet words like the notes 
of the peacock. 

337-38. The voices of the drake red with passion, the cuckoo and 
the peacock are not so attractil'e all those of the good and wille 

339-40. Those whu spt;ak pleasant words and wish good deeds are 
praiseworthy IID(1 prosperous, ill short, thE'Y lire gods in llUman form. 

• I 341-4'.!. Therl' iR no snch art of'subjugation in the three worlds as 
Mercy, Friendship, Charity and Swel't words. 

343-44. One should WOl1lhip the godtl with a heart purified by faith 
in tuem, treat the seniors as gous, and the equals as himself. 

345-46. Olle tlhould mak!' favourable the seniors by salutations, the 
good people by well-Plehaved dealings, and the gods by good deedH. 

347-Ml. One sbould attract the friends and relatives by ~ood be­
lJayiour, the wife by love, the servants by offering distinctions, and 
otherf! by gifts. 

~49-fjO. The man who i~ powerful, intelligellt ann valorous enjoys 
the earth full of itR wealth, and fHWh a king becomes the ]01'(1 (j( this world. 

3:11-53. Prowel>s, strengt~, intelligence ann val(~Ill'·-th~e are great 
qualifications. '1'he king who has other qualities hilt not these, tbough 
he is wealthy, cannot enjoy even a small region, hut if< soon thrown down 
from his kingdom. 

s 354-55. Superior to the very wealthy. king is the mona~ch, who, 
though small in territory, has his cOmlllllmil;t ullobstructed and is powerful. 
He can be sucb with the qualifications (mentioned above). 

356. Men whQ are other than kings are not competent to (.eule and) 
beautify the earth (lan~). 

357-58. The earth (land) is the source of all' wealtp. For this 
earth (le.nd) kinis !6an lay down even their.lives. 

350::60. ·W~lth and life are preserved by men for enjoyment. But 
, . 

what avafls a mart to bave wealth and life who bas not pl'Otected the land? ------ . ----_._--- •. _-----
1 LiDa. 8Bl-C ooDta.in the rDles tor l't'gulatingone' •• peeoli lIT an extravagant atyle. 
• It 1!l1Ioi.~ that ifI too \tl'ehgth of a Rtate. But dlsclplln .. and able ~ 

_I>IM ....... ilDpUea) &ad military efticiency are tM two principal conditione CIt 
the i..,&.t.oe 01 a ~. 



8UKRA.N1'rJ . .. 
361-62. Accumulated wealth can never be sllfficieut for any amount 

of expenditnre. Truly, without perpetu.l incomes no body's, not even 
Kuvern's, (is sufficient). 

"363-6!. Tne king is hOllOured because of these qualities. It is not 
'birth that makes a king. He iOi not respected so much because of his 
ancestry, as fot· hil:l prowe'>S, strength and valour . 

• 365-67. That ruler is called a SAmanta in whose kingdom without 
oppressing the subjects, an annual revenue froln ·one lakh up to three lakh 
Kar~aIJ is regularly realised. 

'368-74. That ruler is called a Malldalik(J whose anllual revenue 
'exceeds three lakh karj(/,s up to 10 lakhs, The Rtijll is he whose income 
exceeds 10 lakh k!lrqas up to the 20th lakh. The MaMraj1i is he whose 
income reaches to the GOth lakh, The SwarlU is he whose income exceeds 
the last lip to It (,,",11'" The Samr,lt is he whose ill00me exceedOi a crare 
up to 10 Cl'ores The Vir,U, whose income g.)eH beyond that to the GOth 
crore. The Sltrvabhawna, who is above that and to wholU the earth with 
it.s seven islands is ever bouno 

• 37G. Tue ruler has been made by Brahma ;f Sen"Rllt of the people 
getting his revenue as remuneration. Llis l:iovereignty, however, is only 
for protection. 

377-78. Those Rervallts who ha\'c been appointed equal with sa.. 
mantall ami others are all>o to be known 'as Sdmantas, etc., in Bucpession 
and to be Sha,-el'H of the royal income. 

379-~. Tuo'so who have been depl'i'vell of the post of the &&mantas, 
etc., but wI.o are maintained by the Mahdr.ijas and other!> at the same 
salal'Y are ouBed U tlder-Sumantas, etc. 

1 Not heredity but perBonal (l}laliftcations con.titute the sole tUI .. to kinphip. 

• ~':80 rat ... , tbWlle.s than" itnpee or tola, for a tol,\ is eqnivalent to 1M .... tl •. 

So a 6T'P!\' is a king whos" annual revenue in terms (If modern Indian Cnrrency 
would be between n.s. ilI,838 and as. 250,000 

• The grooOH of kings according to modern Indian standard :'-

~I('" botwoon 1W. ~3,88U and 250,00U ~!lal: between Rs. 4,166,668 alld 8,888,1118 

~ ,,' ,,\250,000 883,888 ~ 8,BII8,l1l18 " 1lB,I8l,1188 

UW 88a,883 I,H6,~ fiRR: " ,IJ8,3S8,3lI8 ,,411',_'-
~ ,,1,&88,888.. 4,1&G,~ ~I( above ,,4l&,eed,8M. 

• Tile kina I. a master only In tbe sense that be is to ~rotect tr... ~". 
interests, and not-tha.t. be 2'''' oujoy lUly rights and privilec"" or ,that he oa' tre.. the 

people in &IlY way he likes. HIs position is ratber that of'ilervitud~ ~) 
• Shari! or natioaal produce, roylll iocome, rev811llO; _ ~ 

,wacea. tbe l'<l....uue is tbo lllA1urll, tile kine receives tor Ilia ~ ~ tile ~ 



381-2 TIe governor of 100' GrlJmM is also called a &tmama 
T~e man who is appointed by a king over 100 Gramas is called a Nri­
Bdmanta. 

'383-4. The man who is appointed ovel' 10 Grama8 is known as 
N~yaha.. The A,Mpdla is he who enjo)"S the revenue of Ayuta (10,000) 
Gramas, also known aR Eiwmut. 

385-6. A Gruma is that piece of land whose area is a er08, and whose 
yield is 1,000 silver Kar.~a. The half of a G1'ama iR called PalU,. the 
half of a P4lli is Kumbha. 

387-8. A GI'O,~, according to PrajApati (Bl'ahma), is 5,000 cubits, 
Ilccording to Manu, it is 4,000 cubits. 

389.90. The IIrea of a 01'0;, aeeordlJlg to Brahmrt, is tlVO OroTe and 
a half cubits; 01' 2,500 Pal-il'aTtana8. 

:I Bl-=.!. An Angula iA the length of the middle bOlle of the middle 
fiuger, H Yavodal'as by length amI 5 by breadth. 

393-4. A Cuhit or kara, according to Prajrtpati, is made up of 24 
angulas. This stamlnl'lI IS the be>:!t 10)' land measurements, uther stand­
ards al'e inferior 

3Hii-6. A Dauria 1" the eqllil'ult'llt of 4 "'araB (cubits) and also 5 
cubits. The Angula of the kam (cubit) for measuring Danda and Laghu 
is 5 yavodaras (and Dot 8 as abovel according tu Manu. 

'397-8. A D,tnda, acclllk.lillg to Praj:ipati, is 7G8 yavodaras; accord'.. 
ing t~ Manu, 600 yavoda1'Gs. . 

Grades of Royal officers described in ord<1l of inoome-

~ (l) Officer with salary equal to the income of a Sdmahta as described ill the 
gradation of rulor8. 

(2) Independent ruler of 100 G,limas. 

~ Salary Bame as that of SOllUlIlta, but post ~bordin"te. 
~IIIf-Omcer who is the hoad of toO lIAs, • 

'II1lS Offioer who is the head of 10 ",,,;. 

~~-Oll1cer wbo is the head of 10,000 """S. 
o l(I"J ~-In this number ~ stands tor the figure 8, beoaU:e there are 8 

Va.148 in tlloe Universe, anll "iii stands for Ilgure 7 because there are seven \'tIBhls. Bence 

t~ number _m8 to be 867: But by the rule (~lffII'l1Tfii: figtJres mOle from the right 
leftwarda) tho tlgure S. will be the fiNt digit, and 1 the thil'd .• Henoe the number i8 7G8. 
4nd this~rdftlll' to calculation of Prajipati. Thus 

~= (oubits. 
= I )( U Angulas. 
= 4 )( 24 X 8 Yaoodara8 = 768 YaflOdar~ 

,,~to M .. nu'. alllo:'a.tion: 

- ~ - $ )( U X Ii = 000 f(!IIQIW,..", 



26 SUKRA-NtTi. 

39!t The Ni'fJartana, according to each, is 25 dana.,. 

'400-1. According to Manu, a Nitiartana is equivalent to 3,000 
an!1ula.~, 15,000 yavas, or 125 cubits. ' 

402-4. According to Prajnpati, a Niva?'tana is equivalent to 19.200 
yavoda1'as, 2,400 angulas, and 100 cubits. . 

40:'-0. According to both syst.ems the area of a Ni'fJartana is 625 
dandas, for on each sirle are 2!i dandas. 

407-8. A i'arivartana is made up of 75,000 angula8 according to 
Manu, GO,ClOO angulas accOl'rling t.o Praj apati. 

400-10. According to Manu, a Pal'ivartana is 3,125 cubits; accord­
ing to Praj:1pati it iR 2,500 cuhits. 

'411-2. According to Mann, a Pm·ivartana iR 4 lakh yava minus t 
lokh: rtf'f' l1rd ing t" l'wjt'pat i, it is SO,OOO over 4 lakh ya/Jos 

41:-1-4. A('cording to Mum), thirty-two Nil'artanas would make' 
4,000 en hits or 800 Jalllias. 

' 41 G-o. BlII~ia 01' on€' sidl' of a Pal·ivl'l1·tana ie twenty-five dandlllJ. 
The area, t.herefore, il> an fl.yu/fI. hams. 

'417. 'T'lw Pal'i/IM/alla of cultivated land is fOllr BllUjas. 
- ------

I i'r"", ~ 15, IIqral!1"!r .. 100 -+ .~ of 100 = 125. A m is a quarter. 
, Pnrivartana(1) = 4lRkh .. ! lal'h = 400,OOO-2ii,OOO 

= :\75.00n yay"~. 

(2) '" 400.000 + 80.000 = 480,OOo.yava. 

, ~i" Eqnival(,lIt t(l firti;r: (of the "r~" 10,000 ~"lJitH would give as one ot Its 

Rlde~ hy Hq""re· r"ot 100 eui!itR. 0,· 2b dundas and this is the measure of a ~ (1. 1!89) • 
• 1 ~~ = 25 nanda = 100 cuhit~ . 

. '. 4 ~~ 400 (·nl~Ii". 
The (HUkill! y or interpretatioll lI r i.,," from t.he tnct that a line and an area have been indi­
cated by tbl· Rame term wiihout ~po('i~l caro to explain tbe use. 

N.H.-The standard of measurements ill II. ~86-4l7:-

I'rfljApati. 

(a) 8 V"vas 
U Angulus 
40ubits 
768 \ ~-avar,: 

(b) 6,000 cubitH 

G,OOO X 6,000 
or 25,OOO,UOO Hq. e..ub. 

(r) 2,500 J'>e.ri ?'lrtanas 

Manu. 
o Vavas 
24 Angu\as 
5 cubits 
600 Vans 
4,000 cubitH 

111,000,000 sq., cub .• 

lIIe&811l'e. 
1 Angula. 
1 Oublt. 
1 Danda. 
1 DaDda. 
lOrosa. 

10,000 sq. cub., Azea ot 1 Pu:h:&~ 

100 cub • Slde 1I'1f 0( I'ul~ 

• Nivart.ana=Parlvartana. (0/. I. 889 and L ClIi). 



OHAPTJJR)I. 

1418-19. ~he ruler should always realise his share (revellue) of pro­
duce from land according to PrajApati's system; but in tiru6s of danger 
and difficulty, according to Manu's slstem, lIot otherwise. 

"420. The ruler who extracts his share through cupidity (i.e., beyond 
his dues),is ruined with his subjects. 

'421-22. One should not give up even an angula of lall,l ill such a 
way as to part with rightFl to it; may, however, give away (to perS01l8) for 
their maintellance, but so long as the receiw'r lives. 

'423-24. The wise man should always give away lands for the gods, 
for parks and public groum!t;, and fur llwl'lling" llLlU8t'S to lho pea;aJJttl. 

(d) 

(e) 

(/) 

Prajapati. 
25 DandBe 

,', 25 x 768 Yav88 l 
or 19,200 Yav&s .. ' J 
Again 25 x 4, i,e" tOO Cnhits' 
So als~ 25 x 4 x 24 Augul. l 

t.f·., 2,4UO Angul" ... J 
80 also 25 x 4 x 24 x ~ YaVaB} 

or 19,200 Yav". ... 
25 X 2~ H'l' J)'Uldas } 
or 825 Hq, nanda. '._ 
825 x 4 } 
or 2,500 Cutift< .. , 

:. 2,500 x 24 AngulaH } 
or 80,000 Angulas .. , 

.'. eo,ooo, X 8 Yavlls } 
or 480,000 Y a v a. ... 
100 Cubits 

Ma.nu. 
2fi Panil,," 
2~ x 6,,0 Yuvas 
1;,,000 Yava!'t 
2fl ')( U. Le., Ul;. CuhitH 
2G x !) .'< 21 Angllh; 
U,OOO AngulN 
2" x " " 24 x 5 Yan," 
l~,OtJO Y,-Lvab 
25 x 2;; Hll Ilan<l"" 
132li Hll D~Llltl.'8 
U2.; "., ti 
:l,I'2G (}uLut.s 
a,l:!.) A 21 
75,000 Augn).," 
7~,01l0 -< u y,,,,,,, 
H75,800 Yava" 
125 CUl!, 

Measure. 
1 Ni varLana. 

.. J t NiVltrtana. 
1 Nivu.rtana. 

,.} 1 N i v artana. 

,.J 1 Ni varosn ... 

.. JAro" of Niv..,.tana. 
f Aroa ofParivnrtana. 

... j or NlvarLn.na., 

} 
Aren. o~L)a.rivartana 

... 0[' Nlvartal1a. 
1 Arc" ofPariv8rt&na 

... J or N L Vil,rtana. 
1 Nivarta~. 

J 32 
125 x :12 Cub. 
4,UOU CulJ, 
40110 
,- or 8UO llamlaH lJ2 
a 0 

Since M:anu's sta.ndard is lower- than PJ·a,jftpati'ti, l'cveBUc.' l'ea.libP<l according to 
the tormer would be higher than tb .. t on tll,) l"tt,c!"" "y"t.Pm. Ucalisation on Manu'. 
system would, therefore, intlict groaL hardships on tlw <ubjoct" Honc(J tho injunction that 
in ordinary times Praj"pati is to "0 foUowlld, But, under (Jxeepti(JIlal circumstaHoes. when 
there may be a "reat demand for monoy the king may U"e M~llU'" calCUlation and thus 
practically enhance the ratos of payment. In "horl., Milnu's ;y"t,rom is to be reserved as a 
Batety-valve by way 01 imposition 01 a kind 01 ta", 80 to bpoak, under abnornmlocollditlons. 

2 This is an advice against arbitrary and e~rblLant L"",,,tion which Is a great 
hindrance to the development ot national resource" and hence the cause of political and 
military mellieiency . 

• Gifts of land with certain restrictions aUowed, but no abandonment 01 rights on 
ol"linary ooouions. 

Lr.nd Laws (417-24) 
(1) Land l1venue to be realised ordinllerily, according to Praj-,patl's standard, 

• but nnder clroumetances of t1llAncial pr""8ure, to the system of Manu. 
(1) Realisation of revenue m\Ult neve. be arbitrary or exorbitant. 
(8) Rights $0 land neVer to be given up. 
(4) GIftR of I":d to poor people allowable for life only~ , 
(Ii) Ve.rio\UI oowiltftlna of gilts-

(i~ ~) (ii) For public walks, (iii) i'or the resldenOOll of pe_n~ 

• lflva:flaDa-Parinriaaa (ot. I. 89,,1.416). • 



SO Ittu-N 17' 1. 

'425-28. in a place that abounds ill 'Varioua trees, plants and shrubs 
aDd is rich ill cattle, binls and other animals, that is endowed with gOod 
80urces of water and supplies of grains, and is happily provided with 
resources ill grasses and woods, that is bestirred by the movements of 
boats up to the seas, and is not very Iar from the hills, and that ill at1 

eV611-gl'OUllded, picturelique plaIu, the ruler should build his capital. 
'4iU-30. Which IS to have the beautiful shape of a half moon or a 

circle, 01' a square, is Lo be Burroulltleu by walls and ditchea, and must 
contain sites Io!' Gnlm!£s or other divisions. 

-----------------------
I '1'IJi. d",c"iption about tho poiuts to be noted in the selection ot a sit.! lor 

U~ or capital contains a ouagnincent account of the ideals of material existence 
tllat, according to iSukracbliryya, "llOUld be present in the mind of the ruler of a State, and 
gives all iu.s .. of thu "talluard of perfection in secular and earthl;y life that the ancient 
Hindus or, at any rate, the wi.ost men among them, could conceive (or the happiness and 
well-being of llJ .. u. 

~iitifr &e., the place mu,t \)0 well-wooded. 'fhe clitnatologicai and economic 
hnportanct) ,,[ lor"Kts and the evils o[ deforo.tlsatlon h~ve been receiving sntlicient 
recognitioll in modern times 

'fgq'~t, &o.,-the provlllco in which the oaplta( is to be built up must be rich in 
games and "(lOull,1 with the 1'08.)Ure". o[ the animal world. 

~~~1U'!l J'tererrlllg to the agricullural o[lportunitleR of lhe country. There must 
be a splelldid network o[ rivers ilnd waterw .. ys intorsocting it. 

~Cfil'IJ-For (oddcl' and fuel. 

~~r-"1'heI'O aro a J>Olllt~ to 1>0 note,\ here. ,In the first place, communication 

with tile He" is necessary; secolldly, tile use of "oat.; thir<Uy, the place must be "'P 
i.e., agitated or L3stirre.u .. lld moved by t he arTlvals and departures of tho ve&8eis,­
r"ferring Lo Lhe great number oI plyillg allu Rcttve boat ... nd the bUltle or brlak com­

morei,,1 liCo, 
'J.'be I'r~xiruHy ~f tho sea t·" Lhe (I.,pital city, or at any rate, the importance of klMp­

ing COnllllUlllcatiou with it, \'ifaS rel!ognH;~d by the ancient H.oIilans also In the matter 
or .. "iLo Cor t~C1r "ell y or SCI'on hills," They 'o(octe!\ a plaoe which ",a. "near to, yM 
ra.r (rolU, the ~ca ;" and lIluch or tlle'importallco of nome was Il.Scribed to ~iB oondi1lioll. 

1Iti>«-'l'he hills al.o must be u'l~r-'eterring to the mineral and oth~r ~1!.t'0I!II 
peculiar to them which mU8t be withilt oa8Y reach of the capital. .~ _., plain. 
Acoording ~ l:>ukracnilrrya tho l,ilI. must bo noar lIut not include the oapitf.1 whle. Iii 

to be a part of the plains. 
'i'be ohiel city, "" desoribed above, lOust bave the ad"antap:es 01 the hilla, plallUl ADd 

SeaII, comwand ~ho vegotal>le. alliloal aud mineral re.onrces (JI the country, a6d be. 
centro of quick commeroi,,1 .. ctivity. This aocount, even il it be ooosidered to be Jdeal 
likely to be realised in tho laud of .. Nowhere" dOOfi certainly ant.cip&t,e, like the Utopia 
of Sir 'i'hom .... More, som" of tI,e importallt principlos followed in .tho oODlltrllct.ion ot 
modern "aJlital citios • 

• Hllving given all aocoullt of the province the author- dosorlbOll the IIIu.pe IIIId 

boundaries aud 81lggests the size of the ","pital city. ~,"-WqateY8l' De tlle.shllpe, 
"lIIi...,i~ub.r, 0ireul..r or 8'1.11a.e. It must b .. b<!aatiful. l:Ieallty i. Deve .. 1011' -iPt oL, ~ 
_leo the provilloe in whioh it is Go lie altuabed bu been deeonbed j;o be'~ en p~" 
(08). 
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1431·8. Which is to have the Sabh!l. or Council Buildings in the 
centre, mURt ever be pl'Ovided with wellA, tanks and pools, which is to be 
furnished wit.h foul' gateE ill the ¥Jur directiolls, amI which is to have 
good roads and parks in rows, and well constructed taverus, temples 
and sera.;" for travellers. 

434. Having built (such a capital), the king, well protected, should 
live theft' with his subjects. 

2435-7. The palae~e is to be in the mido;t of the Cuuncil Buildings 
.must have stables for elephants, llOnlfls auel cat.tle, iA to be welloadorned 
with spacious tanks, wellA and water-pulIlps, is to have sicietlof equal length 
in all directions and to be Iligh f.,oulhwards and low northwarris. 

, 1IT;jif{,- walls. ~ ditehes. 'fhe capital mtst, b .. w,,11 protected and sell-8ulllolent. 
rrhi. has been the Ineal of all Indil'D cltio. in allciont and medlmval times. No tow'" 
Is mentioned without its ",aUs and ditches 

r 1fP!Tif1ri -must have within it spaee fur the laying out ~~ or Gram"., Pollia, 

iXu""''',,., et.c. A qfl! docs 1I0t mO:>11 what. is implied by a monorn village. It is a technl­
oal term for a locality \9ith certain deUuite fUoal'mremeuLs. Its area, AS deftued above, 
~8 25,000,(/00 sq. cubits, that of a ('''"OS, i.1!" which i~ 8ome(,biul' nuovc 2 modern sq. miles. 

The Uranwa, &c., mUlit IDean here thl) waruti, district"" Rnd divisions intio which. 
Ilapital city is divided. ,'.ukrolcholryya'. eapital lUust iJe big onollgh to contain several Buch 
~Ivisloll". 
t ''t!v'so lines contain an acco'l'l!i 01 tho iutornal arrangements of the town. 

1'f>1T 'rbe scone 01 political activity must he easily acce •• iiJle to all, hellce to be 

loca.ted in the contral position. 

IIrf-Provislon lor drinking wat~r Illllst he ILdequBt.c. 

'flit' etc.~-d".crihing not only the mt'a1's of communicatinn and tho rla.ces or public 

resort and amusements, llll~ sngg,,;ting by the wortl {~(lines or rows), the groat extent 
and area of the city. Thero must he many roadll ; and t,hese .. ro"!;o be paraliel to one an­
other both in th" straight "lid trans verso Iinos. An,l al the parka also must bo laid out 
in rows and necessarily mallY in llllmber, the implication i. Lilat the city III" very large 
aud populous. VAlmiki in his account of Ayodhyll. 'mder King n"'aratha, has described 
such rows of roads intersecting one another at right angies. Sir Thomas More'. ideal 
description of the road<! i. Utopia does not surpasa these acoounts.· 

2 As the " i8 80 centrally situated with regard to tile people of the capital, 

80 til1> U1I'J't i8 to be cent;aily situated with regard to the ~'. 
~-The stables must not be Ol\tside the palace. ,",.-The co';w are of dally 

lIflI'Y"'" to th Binlll1 fa;"Uy aDd hence must be wit"hIn the palace compooudB. '"'" The 
I*-e m~ have I. own tal1b alld pools &Dd be a self-summeDt u.oit in the supply 01 

wat.er for \ttthB and drinks. • • 
~ -M 0011.1.11.10,,1 inMrllraente, pumps, spout. and other "e~oeII tor ... Isilll ..... 

dfBtrlll1lt_ Wa_. or eIlhel"Wisl deOONttng the gardens .. oruamental trioks. ..--The pa1aQe Is to be alUliforrnly lmIlt &trn~uW!, .n \'til ailles brelnr C7f -
II&DIe ai_loa; bat It.. Bhape i8 not glV$D here. 
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1438-9 The palace is to have many and odd number of sidesexC$:pt­
ing the ordinary huiltlingR. For ordinary buildings, unless they fOl"nt a 
squarejrnong themselvel>, do not look,well. 

...1410-1. The palace is to have walls guarded by sentinels equipped 
with arllls and weapOJlS and defended by strong machines, sho.uld have 
three comt-yards and four beautiful gates in four directions. 

'442-3. The palace is to be watched both daring day aud I:It night 
by four, five or six well-armed guards placed in each court-yard and acting 
in rotation every Y'tma (i.e, 3 hours). 

'444. The Jdng should furnish the palace with varions houses, tents, 
rooms and halls. 

1445-6. Towards the east, the king shonl,l havp houae'! for the wash­
ing and cleaning of dothp,,; amI ,other thingK, for baths and for worship, 
arid for dining and ('(Joking. 

8447-H. For >lleep aud en tp,rt(linment:;, for drinking as well as 
weeping, for grains awl grindstone;;, for servants aud maids, aA well as for 
committing nlliHance~, hOIl~cs HiJonld he bllilt ill ord,,!' towards the BOllth. 

, 450. HOllRCK H\tllllid be btl i I t tOWf\\'(\" the WCRt for COIVS, <leer, 
camel>!, t'lephantH and other flllilllais . . 

1 For orllin~ry l'UI'I'O"O" a "quare ,llOu\1l ho formell hy fonr houses, two on each 
side, so that one may fucc the other in ",eh direction. But this sort o[ "'t!:.l!JTOf is not to 
be the plan tot' th" (Jonstruction <,f the royal rosidence. It is not to be an ordinary IIITi'f 
and shonld he ~~1I, havo many sides and be ~I!fl(. have odd number of arll'!!, i.e., a 
Ii, 7, &0, The .h~pe of the palace thus seems to be that of a "regular" pentagon 
or septagon. 

The (lonstruction here is con["""d. 

• !iI'§iI~,* -l'ne royal residence should have ll1achinery {or protecting it from 
enemies. 

• Arrangel1lunt. for \lotene" of the palape ; 
(l) Walls wi til sen~ineIs. 
(2) Gu .. rds in eaoh court,:.'yard. Watchmen to work both during day and night 

eaoh for S hours. 

1UT1!ti:-i.e., those who have to work for a ylJ.ma or the 8th part of a day. 

~";-i .• _, '}otating, by t.bose who work in turn or succession . 
• These rooms &re mentioned below with the special pnrposes for which eaeh 

is Intended . 
• 80 the e .. tern hOWles or rooms are set apart tor the supply 01 the prluiary 

n __ ries of lite. " • 
"U is difficult to lind what is tho propriety of setting apart these south\!ro 

building. for the purposes mentioned above. In 11. 4.SC.87 the 8oul:1ern "id .. has been 
deoeribed as higher th .. n the northern. Perhaps the forme! i. meaut 101.' JlCivate 8Dd 
do_tic purposes, the Jatter fol' publio and pOlitical, of, n, 41i4-ll8 belew. 

There are to be sepllorate 1'OOm8 fO!' drinking and ~eeping allIe. n,lnkillg -. ,10 

fact, a reoocnlaeci pnotiee &1Il<lng the ltiop-
• 80 the whole w8llteru side ill reserved tOI.' the cattle, 
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I 451-1t The northern rorms are built strong and beautiful for 
chariots, horses, arms and weapons, gymnasium, watchmen, for clothes and 
provisions, as well as for tIlE' stuny M' the branchpR of learning. 

"454. Or the king may build these houses according to his will. 
'455. The king shonkl build the court house and the museum to 

the north of the palace. 
'456-7. The height of the wall of n mom iR 10 he one-fifth more tgan 

itR length. The wall is to he wide to the extt:llt of one-sixth of the room. 
14!'iB. The above is the IIlflasure for a houRI' of one floor, fo~ (houses 

of) more ahan one floor) the lIleaRnrC' will rise a(~cnrdingly. 
4!)9-BO. One should separat(. thp roOIllA hy pillarA or walls. A house 

is to havp three, fi"e or sel'fln I"OfJlIlH 

4fil-i. The h()uflA is to hf' hrokPll 1>t eight placps for oDors. Two eloorR in 
each of tJ)(~ fO'Il' HIdeR arc ptli,·aei,m,.; in giving wealth and childroll to men. t?) 

463-4. Tho doors IIIUHt he plaef'd tht're, and not anywhere else. 
But windows ill each roolll ma." be pla(~('[l according to one'" liking. 

04tj;j-ti. One Hl]()Uld lIot have a ,joor jUAt. obstructed by the door of 
allotllel's honse, or "tr('e, an atlglc', 11 pillar, a road, a Atand, or a well. 

467. Obstructinl1H to rnalh, mllSt. not hA at t.he gate of R palace or 
a temple. (?) 

1 It is easy t.o uml",,,tand why."ll thOR" houses nre to he strong, well built and 

;"cll pret.ected ~ I 'fhoy are to hc of constant. URe to thNn, and "orne of tbem are tbe 

.It,OfPS and nHtga~il1es. Awl the 1l(,,(,PHMity for making them ~itrt'tPt Or magnificent 
arises from 1110 C.,d, that thpRe b~in~ Rig"s nlld indication. of the ruler'. wea.ltb and 
position are Iik<'ly to he viHit(1d by frhmdR, guest.. and Right-Roors. 'fhe other bouses 
Ileed not he .,) well ,locorate,l and beautiful as they are for private purposes aud hence 
not worth visiting 

school-room, the 
almost all such . The peculiarity in tbis accouut is that it mentions n~t only the 

temple, the gymnasium, the store-house and the magazino hut also 
buildings as may be necessary to mon for the or<Vnarj affairs of life. 

o This ~tatement giving the king an option to follow any order seems to 
indicate that the phllosophor's own prescriptions as to the sole.ctian of the &ld08 for 
the various buildings ar",based on logical principle8 regarding health or convenlence_ 

• Having in 11. 485-56 described the palace, the author suggests the Bite of other 
buil1lngs, hut mentions only two_ 

~-Hall of Arts, a workshop or a museum. 
• Here is a bit of ci.,U engineering. 

M-Wall, ~-Length. . .-'"­
~-Height, 'III.-room. 
Heigh"'! the Willi.,.. If 'fIf the length. 
Width 01 the w .. ll .... t of tb_Interior IIf the room. 

• 1Iitf-tlo<w. 
• T. dillIoultles .. rising trOll! havlor these tlllnr Just in tbe tlOllt of II 400r 

-7 be -U7I1n .. ine4. 
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1468-9. 'rhe fioo,· Df the room is tD be made one-fourth of the height. 
B.ut others say that in the cases of palaces and temples it should be one­
half. 

470. The window also must not be obstructed by another man's 
window. 

'471-2. The roof made of tiles is to be high in the middle to the 
ex.tent of half of the length. So that water falling on it may go down 
easily. 

4Z3. The roof shonld not be weak or low, so also the floor of the room. 
/ '474-75. The wall of the town is to be nniform in depth 

and shDuld have its fonndation to the extent of one-half of its height or 
one-third of itR height and have its width one-half of its height. 

'476. The wall must he made so high as not to be jumped aC)"088 

by l"obbpT8. 
'477. Tbc wall is lo he always guarded by watchmen each fOT three 

hour~ and to be provided with guns. 
8478-9. The wall should have Illany Rtrong shru b8 and have a sys­

tcm of well-built windowfl, and if a hill is not hal~l by, should have II 

pratipl·a.hara or a Recond wall but less than itRelf in height. 
4l:\0-1 Thence the ditch is to be {'onstructed, llaying its width 

(iouble tlw depth, not wry ncar the rampart, ann tlaving plenty or 
\Vatel·. 

• Vf'its" lI(,or. 
!Sukrachd.yy,,·. ~ivil engineerillg : 
Floor ~ ~ I·ho height of ordinnry rooms. 

~ I the hpight of pala,,{'s and mandapal. 

• ~,-root. ~-tile •. 
~-High in tho middle. 'l'he conical shape of .. tiled toor is well known. 

• 1Jrm- A technical term· for the wall of a city or a fort not the walls ot ordinary 
rooms Or buildings. . 

... Foundation dl'pth, fl~1fi uniform in depth ~ width or breadth. 

The ':ollowing is the measurement suggested: Depth o~ !oundatiOli -I tbe "'ei,gllt, 
M 1 the height. 

Width ot wan = l the hpight. 
• The hEJ:ght of' the wall haa reference to the activities of daeolt.., a ,PJII-Ctical-

auggestion. 
·~-Gun ... 

• All these are oonditions lor strengthening the wall. 
~-sYdtem. or row. Windows through whloh t".e olltside could,.be obeened 

and mipiles thrown without muoh injury to the lite lW~ property from the w-J'ODI of the 
enemies. 

IIfiII'smI;R-The erectIon of to .ooond wall but I .... hJch ~ ill -17 'where the 
III&iD wall hea not tile advantar of protectlon b1 a hlll. ' 
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1482-3. It is not good for a king to live in a fort unattended by 
men who are proficient in the art of warfar-e and unprovided with the 
secret instruments and preparations. ~uch!l life (i.e., without military 
men and provisions) is for capture (~f the king). 

481:-5. The Oouncil House is to be constructed by the king beautiful 
and strong and divided into three, five or seven rooms. 

"486-8. Th~ northern aud southern sides are to be long, twic~ or 
thrice the eastern and western sides according to likin,g and the house 
may be built with one floor or two floors or three floors, and havjng tents 
as housee on the top. 

489. The Oouncil House is to have windows in each room on all 

sides. 
'490. The width of the ('entral room is to be double that of the 

~ide rooms. 
4!11·2. The height or the hall is to be one-fifth more than its width 

01' is to be e'111ul tp it. 
4!l3(?). The floor as well us roof of the roomH are aIRo to be 

• 
conHtructed. 

4!14. The two side lODIllS huye each L'vo HOQl's but the central (i.Il., 

the hall) iH to he of one floor. 
4Br;. The COllllcii Hout41' iR to IJl' a hC'uutiful edifice having good 

room,.within separate pillars ;nd uC(,E'Hsihle by all routeR. 
'4lHi-R. The COlllleii Il(,lll'l(, if< to be furnisher! with i!lstruments for 

throwing wat.er upwtlnlA, mll~ieul inst.rument.s, in8~J'uments for distri­
buting mr ;l1d also for indicating tillle, mirrors as well aO! pictures. 

4!J9. Such a Council House is for the deliberations of proposals and 
consideration of problemA. 

500-1. Dwelling HouRes for ministers~ clerks, members <J£ Council . . 
Rm! officers should be built separately to the north or east. 

/502-3. Leaving a space of 100 c\lbits towa,ds the north and 
200 cubits tOlVards the east of the palace, military cautonrns~ts are to 
be laid out. 

504-5. The wise king should provide for the !Nuses tJf the people 
in order of we~lth Ind birth neal' his palate in all directions . 

I) 

. 
I ~-.prf)visiQIl8, n""'08sary preparatiollB. 

2~Tents. 
• The lItH ill to have twiCE< the space or the other l'OOtrIf • 
• ~ taDi and olooke UtI retaued to here. 
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1506-12. The follolVing are to be st.ationed III the Ol·der in­
dicated below: first the lo\ver officers and servants, then the commander, 
then the infantry, then the cavalry, then the men of horse, men with ele­
phants, attendants of elephants, then the guns and ordnances, then the 
mares, then the bodyguards and aid-de-camps, then the foresters. 

513. Then the 8erais or rest-houses for travellers are to be built 
st'I'I;>ng and provided with tanks. 

5H-G. The rooms of the rest-houses are to be uniform and in a row, 
and D1l1yrface the north or east. 

'516. In the mal'ket place, stalls or shops are to be placed accord­
ing to the classes of commouities. 

517 (?). On both Airle8 of t.he road houfles to be arranged according 
to the w('alth ul the illlmbitallt~ . 

'518. In thi~ way the king tihould plan botl~ the town aod the 
gl·tlma. 

519. llajamargas 3.rC to un cOlll;tructed froin the palace ill all 
directiolls. 

520. The !.Jest Rl1jamal'ga l;llOUld be thirty cubits \Vide, the average 
twenty cubits a.nd the wurst fiften culJiltl ouly. 

52;!. These lltiJumtil'yas are ['oth in towns -and villages an ~ used 
for the COllv6iance. uf lllarketable commodities, 

52:1. The padya Ul' Jootpath is three cu!.Jit~ wide, the beethi is 5 
cubits anLl the mal'ga I:; 10 cubi~i:l wlietlull' ill tuwn or VIllage. 

i)~5. These ways (i.e., the [illdya, beeth~ and ma7'ga) should emanate 
huw the centre 01 the V7·(tl/t'L towards tue east, west, llorth a.nd south. 

5~t3(i'). The king slwul'l h:.y out many roads according to the nuw­

bel' of towns. 

l1!~ ....... valry, ~"~ p"rsonal guards . 

• ~fiI or the .... me clll>d8, uniform, lIfrqtJ1' market place, ~ stall lor com­
modities, fiirq ID;LIj8, ';ultitude . 

• ~rl'o''''.u. 

lle~inning w,th tho capital th .. author h ... described the p"I_. the cOWlcil, ~ 
dwe\Uog boWl"" 01 soldiers. otliuera .>nd tne people generally, the .era" for travellers 
with wlWy "talls a8 1.0 tllelr .ites, mc .... """m .. uts lind interru.1 arnngementa.(!Tbe ... !tole. 
.:lvoa; a very VIvid pictur" ot tbe socio-eeonom;o I\$v<'ev of town and COWltory lila among 
the IIoIlcient lIiOUUb. 'fo \DUo th.. picture complete. bultni9l1UY1. flOW ,ZIICleIIU to 
desorU,. tho roadIi and the m_ of oOlUmUllioa.t.ioQ gell8lYoily. 



CHAPTER I. 
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'527. But he should not llollstrllct either a /leethi or a padya in 
the capital. 

;-;28-9. In a forest of six yojallaR (i e., forty·cight miles) the best Rllja­
lIutrga is to be constructed; in the :niddle, the Ryerage, and between the 
two, the worst? 

530. In eRCh grdma there should be roads of 10 cubits. 
531. The roads are to be made like thl! hack of a tortoise (i.e., 

high in the middle) anel providl'd with hridges. 
'532. And tIle )'oad Rhoul(l he provided with drains on both sides 

for the passage of water. 
533-4. All houses mllElt ha l'e their fares (i. e., do,Il'R) on the Rolja. 

marga ; and at tllf·ir barks tb f' re shonltl. II€> /,r.etitis and pl.ICC8 for com­
mitting 11uisance. 

535. The hOURI'S Hhould he urflugeu i ll two rolVs. 
<53tl·7. The kin~ slJOul,l have· th e foa(h,T'<'pairNI every year with 

gravels by mell who have heeu sued against or ililpriAOI)(1tl. 
538·£1. Between every two g'l'lima.q a 8i'rai is to be built. It is 

to be daily clearetl !lj1(l well-g(werneu by the rulerH o£ gl'umas. 

540. Tho lIlaRtel' of the serai if! \.0 ask the following Question of 
the travellers coming to it : 

-541·3. WLence aTe YOli coming Ilnd \Vhy ? Whither are YOll going? 
Speak truly. Are you aT are yQII not with attenuants? Have you any arms 
in yo~r possession and have you lilly conveyance" with ~ou ? What js your 
caste? \Vhat are your fatllil~' all tl Ilame ? Where it; yuur permanent 
residence? 

I Thus grd""18 may havo-' (I) Pad!!a , (2) Bedhi, (8) Marga, (4) Rajam'h·ga. 
Capitals, cit.ios and towns may haw-(1) IUrj,,,narga, (2) l\Jlirga. 
Defiuitions: Rcljamarga-(i) 30 cuhits wide 

(Ii) 20 cubits 
(iii) 15 euluts " 

Marga-tO cubits 
Beethi- 1\ cubits 
Pad;'- 8 oubits 

• The oharacterlstlcs wi. roads are highly ~cientiftc . 
• This account of the spacioUli roads and l'rlnciple8 or thei~ const~(ltion Indioateli 

to high standard of hygienic perfectioll and regard for the comlbrts and eonvenlenCC!l! 
of life. These <l/il8Gl!iptions of the town , dwelllng.houses, roads, &e., are sutlloient 
evldenoes to prove. that the ancient HindUJl were not transcendental phll080phers 
solely but \new how to enjoy lite and use their Intelligence to make ii worth Uvlng aDd 
that mate~l eivlu.s.tlon w\a not JeBS highly developed than splrillUal. 

• Some ot these qllostioocf may have some politiclIl s!gQiftcance besides belUC 
merts qaerie. to know detailli! aboq~ tile travellers. Undealre,ble I'ersons ma~ thQII be 

~ 
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]544·5. Asking these questions the master of the rest-house should 
note them down and in the evening having taken away the traveller's arms 
should advise him "Take sleep carefqlly . .. 

546-1. Having counted the number of men in the house and shut 
its gate, he should have it watched by the guards working for thFee hours 
each, and awaken the men in the morning. 

"548-9. He should give back .the arms, count the men and then let 
them off by opening the ga.te and accompany them up to the boundary line. 

550. The king living in the capital city should discharge his daily 
duties. 

551·4. Having got up in the last yarn a he should for two mu7nlrtas 
study the following points :-Ha'IV 'much is th~ fixed iucame and how 
much the certain expcnuiture? How much has been used out of the 
thing/> am] materials in the Treasury? Wbat is the remainder after the 
transactions from the fixed Income and Expenditure? 

555-6. Thcm aEwel'taining from the record as well as by personal 
knowledge as to the amount expected to be i'jpeJlt to·tSar he Bhould bring 
the articleA ou t of the Troasury . 

557. Then for one 11!1171111'ta the clearing of bowels aud bathing are 
prescribed. 

558-D. Ue' shoul,l tako two nH~It/lrta8 in prayers, stuuy and ooarity, 
and OilS nl!thl1.!·ta~~ dawn in f'XerCiRE'S O\'e;' elephants, h()rsps and carriages. 

;'60. He should pat;8 one rnnh1t,·t(J in gi"ing away prize!'. 
- .. _ -._------

Tile fact t,hat th",'" Hhoulel he surh ."st·hollse. betweon the grtlmas is itself an indica. 
tion of the considNahlA development of social lifo and the high sAnse of duty towards 
etrang,'rs and gUe"ts. And' t,ho ll~t.ure of the qneri(>s as well as the principle8 of adminis­
tration of t..'J!'60 srl·ai. leave no tlouM as to the orgnnising capacity and administrative 
ability oftl", ""r.ipnt. Hllldu~. I'll'cullf siieh complex regulations for their administration 
are cOllsideroo to l'e I.hd proelucts of tho philosopher's hrain he mnst be credited with a 
goo') amow,)t of polit.i!!,,) wisdom anel a "OUlU) know)edge of thp art of good and strong 
government. 

, Tho reoord kept by the ~rorrN'f ",,,uld thu~ bo a vei'y good statistics of lntol'" 
matiou .. hont (Dorch,,,;ts, merobandi.o, bermits, tourists, strangors. guestfJ. their perma­
nent .. ddresses, position in socioty apd th" mission of I.heir jou,rneys. These registers 
might . be Taluablo materials tor tbe const·ruction of '\. history of bome of the moe~ 
vital aspects of Indian socio·politlcal life. 

I The "~CO(lnt Is rnthe. incomplete becauso nothing 18 mentionooc, about the 
meals the trlwcllers take during the night. As desc.i hell above, tho l'est-hOWl88 ate 
m ..... nt to be used only during tho night aDd 8cem to be more like police stations than 
anything else. The whole· method of superintendence and admInistration poIn~ 8111-
pbtloally to this, 
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561-2. He ~hould spend four mul111rtas over writing orilers, toge­
ther with estimateR of income alld expenditure about graiuA, clothes, gold, 
jewels, aud soldiers. 

563. He shoulu peacefully take his meals with kith and kill for 
one mul111rta. 

5(54. He should observe olrl and new things for one 11luhilrta. 

565-6. Then he should Rpend two mniui.,·taR over lllaU,erR explailred 
by Ohief J uSlices and ufIicers; alld the Kallle pf'ri(ld ill hunting and gam­

bling. 

G67-!l. He should spelld 011(' ntultlll'ta over th" Illilitary exercises 
of the regiments, lil!'!! (JIlt' 1H1l/1I1,·ta in el f'llill/< prayers, onl' 1ll1l111l'1·tll in 
,1illll.er, two I/tUilli,.ltt .• ill llenl'lllg inf(lrmatiolls given hy the ~E'cret spies, 
ami eight 'lnll/111I'tas In Hil'ep. 

iJ70. HappillPsR in(']'('asf';; to the king who works in this way. 

';)7l-2. Dividing't.he day and night thus int,o thirty lllul",'.rtas he 
hllLluld pa~8 the tilll(',_ hut 111'\'('1' \l'a~l!' It in ~Iljuying WOIliell aui drink­

ing. 

':')73-4. The 1V0rk done at. the Lillie appointed for it is certain (to 
plllduce good results). Thlls raillH in time give rise to IJi(~lIt.y, but. other­

wIse an; highly injnri()us. 

_._--_ .. -------
'30 ~ =60 ~ =24 hours. 
'l'ho following is tho king's time-taT,lo 'Illcl routino of daily work :-
2 Multurtas-Stlldying the Budget. 
1 -Lavatory allli Bath, 
2 -Religions performances. 
1 -Exercises, physical. 
1 ·-nistdbution of priz~". 
4 -Business with the chief of grlWlar~s. 

- Dinner and rest. 
-Study 01 old and new. 

2 -Consul.tlou with Justices. 
2 -Hunting, &C. 

-Parade ot troops. 
-Evening Services. 

1 -Supper. 
2 " -"Business with spies. 

S ". -Sl';:'p. 

80 MuX12 .. U;-
'A commoaplace lesson on the advantages of keepinc 'to time, ill WltratHOl by 

an analogy with one of the lII\lSt cbara.cteristic pbr8ie~t an" "'lODomie telltUJell of 
IJI~ •• 
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l57fi_7. The king adept in the use of kind words and proficient in 

the rules of moralit.y and etiq nette should 11/tve the offices of work 
guarded on all sideR and without, cease by four, five or six excellent 

watchmen well trained in tho use of anns and weapons. 

578. The daily affairs of those places he should hear through the 

head clerks (chief officers). 

57n. He should rotate the watchmen every day. 

'580. The out-POB!. should be built by the police at the mouth or 
end of the Ii ne of hOUtleR. 

'581. The kin'g should hear reports of their work from them who 
are to be maint.ained by wages l'aiset! from tllA llOllf;eholders. 

4582-3. The sentil1rl should carefully f'xamine those who go ant 
of the gramu and thobe \\ bo COllie int.o it and let them out after they have 

paid some secul'lty. 

1584. But thnsA who are of knowll, i.e, illustrious needs and 
charactf1r he should allow witllllut considerat.ion. 

0585-6. For t.he pre\'ention of thieves and had characters the watch­
Int'll AiroHld at, night visit tile bee/,his e\'ery half yama (i .e., hOlll' and a 

half) . 

The fo)l(JlI'ing lawR are to \'e ,11 ways pronHl1gate(1 by t.ne king 
o 

l~: on all Rides, II!fii1j h~ving no night or end, i.I'" permanently. orIft/Jendi ng, 
boWing, etiquette, &0. 

• ~ I'olice stations, out-post.s of Bent.inels. 

• The' polic~ is to be PQid out III taxes 
It has boon stationed. An applica'tion of the 
p1ll'pOSe5. . 

collected from the people for wbom 
principle of locQI taxation for local 

• ~·8eoUl·ity. The administrQtiOD of the village police as Will! as the snpedQtelld­
onoo of reot-houses tor t.ravellers indicate the vast and, intJ'lcate 8ystelJl of public 
espionage that. was m fOlce. Besides. there was the Secret &>ervioe Oepanment. 

• Aearcblng inql'1irles about strangers and ordinary men neeeSllary. Bot lDen of 
name and fame should not be made to submit to this Criminal In~esti8atlon. 1'he19 was 
thus ,?om for judicious discretion. 

, ~ Rourrds o{ the sentinels. 

, Bavlng des~rlbed the village police tbe .. utho~ i8 {oing to give an aceollQt of lome 
of the Bocial, moral, slJmptlJ,ry and other law. that th,e kin~ .ho.dd pas. for the ,l\.Idui~ 
of 1118 8uh~ects. . 



OHAPTER 1. 

1588-9. Towards the slaves and servants, to\vards the wife and I 
childreil or towards the disciple no one obeying my cOInmalll! Blrould be 

harsh an~ cruel in words. 

·590-2.? Falsehoods mllst not he practis!\c1 by anyolle with regard 

to the system and standard of weights and IlWaRuremeJlts, CUn"I\U('Y, 
extracts, Borne kinds of lIletals, ghee, hOlley, milk, fat, oil, I;rolllld Rub­
stances and other things. 

'[;93. Nor must writings, :or ~tntelJlent!<) he for(,f"d, briu,'" be accept­
ed, or the interests of the lIlastel' eont;oously damaged . 

·595-u. Y.:lU should lIel'er keep scre€'lled, i.c. , give prot,ectioll t.o, 
lllen of wicked activities, thieves, bad character,.;, Illalici(lus and nft'ell8ive 
per&olls, as well as other wrong-Joen.. • 
----------.------ - _.- - .--- --_ .. 

J 1'hiR is a law enjoilling kmd trcatlHeuL of inferiurs lJY sUIHwiors, ",11 ., the emM 

ployeos by tho employer, tho .,'rvant by the mast,,'r, th .. wiff' hy Iho husballd, Lhu ijUi', 
hy the fath e r, and the Vnpils hy tho Uuru. Thrr~o t'lit8!:iC'li or I'ooC"ini and doml~stic reJatioDl!l 

ar" lIlentiolled here :-\ 1) HprviCl' , \'2) The ~'alllll)", \R) The Hehool. A"d aN In each en"" 
th e head is a. singh-' iodivi,lu.ll IlkH th(, pat,ria.r(·h and llkf'ly to he tyrl\lInim~l, the iOI· 

portnncc of kiud \"'ords a:ftd gentle tl'OatulOut ea llnot. Ot:.l uvoreKtimatml. Tlwse., h owev(~r, 
aru not left to the individual's owu .,,,,.0 oC hUlnanity and just;C(\. TIl<' Ht .. te ilself, 
according to ~ukr.ichliryya, .hould i",,"e <l lIJlllIto decrpc •. 

~: Hy those who Jive uud~r my j'~rilidiction or eornmandlo', 

'l: ~ " ·eight.s and meL.,uro!,. . :mr" l:iyaLl~lU, "'"' tata.ndard. ",.. ooin~, 'M1 rata, " 
falsehool., deceit, (' .g ., adultoratlOn ill HOOOP m'SOM, count.erfeit.ing ill other!<4. 

~ukracharyya 'tI COI:npr('ben -;i vo view grali p~ aJmo"b!tIl tho 6col1oatic tr&J1~a.ction8 
which are lialJlo to tho practice of <1r"hulle"~j all 11 de"cit, "1ll1' wl"ch it b,," hoon ~he 
function of the Society anel the Htate to guard against all hygienic, economic, moral 
alld political grouudij in all timu. alld ages. 

He re, again, 8'i ill the al)ove cal;e8 of souial and domosl.it· rolation~, hulrracluiryya 

<1008 not advocate tho policy of Lui ... z lui .. t!. 'file "'tatu 8hoold come lorward and illlor­
velie hnd proteot the SocLety frOID the danger. of foud ·adulteratlOlI, false an.d coullter­
foit coins, unscientitlc mediCinal extract. and <>the,,- prel'arat.ion" as well as the paijHing 
otI of bas>! metals for gonuine and high cIano tiling.. 'fhe following are tho fivo cl .... "" 
ot oommoditie. regarding which such crimo. are likely to be perpel.fated : -

(1) Weights alld mu\sureH (2) Coins (II) Modicined (4) Mcl.al. (u) Food 3uh .. tanc9ll. 

a These are more or ~ administrative lOud political regulation. diller .. nt frem 

th .. above which are mainly of sooial sud 9<)onom.ic nature, 
~.... .JllBt as the milBter hae been ordered to be !rind.and l:nient towsrdB 

his emplf)YOO8, 110 Ute employees are here commande& no~ to forget or wilfully damage and 
eonaeiD1l8ly Jnjure th .. intereata ot their master., 

• ~iddeD, 8Creet\ed. It i" tll.e dllty ot the people not only' not to commit 
these wronas , but a1ao to ~d over to the police, or otherwise 1l~8c1""e 1.0 the lit.o.te 

tbe e:datenoe of tJse men w.ho~ in lWy way ~ble to the society .. lid the kill,S­
dom. The Whole .octet)' ill thUI! eliJoIned to be an active infcrmation-""u.vigilano .. oo';'­
IUittee a&t. all M80Ciatlcm for public ."y. 



SVr.RA-NlTI, 

I 597-8. Insult and jokes should never be dealt out towards the 
parenU! and other respectable seniors, as well as towards the lUen of 
learning and vi~hlOUS character. 

s 599-6.00. Discord must ne\'~]' be created between husband and 
wife, master and servallt, brothel' and brothel', preceptor and pupil, as well 
as between father and SOliS. 

• 601-2. You must never obstruct the tanks, wells, parks, bound­
aries or place hindr8llCeF; to the use of religious hou:les, temples and roads, 
nor must you cll('ck (the movements of) the POOl', the blind and the 
deformeH. 

4 603-8. Without the permission of the king the following things 
are not to be done by the suJ:!jects :-gambling, drinking, hunting, US6 

Here, BS In othor injuDctionR, ~'ukracharyya displays the highest political wisdom 
and tJ.e koen!'st. insight int.o th<l principles of Rtrong and good governm('nt. All these 
are b"RCd on the principle that Ibn security or the Atai,,, d,.POllds not, on tbe passi\oe 
virtue of obedience to the laws promulgated by it, hut on the active r,o·operation of the 
people wi/,b it in carrying thpse In,," .nto effect. ';ukrachoryya'. political .y.tem has many 
polnt.'l whi"h have anticipated the laiest principles of good administration and whieb have 
yet to ]", rpali.",\ hy modern RtateR. ' 

1 The." are rules regulating condnct towards superiors in age, intelligence 
and ellu/let,cr, and MUpplolll<'nt those discllssed ahove regarding tho treatment of inferiora 
by superiors. T11P king, according M !>'ukraniti, has to enjoin the duties of the aon, tb .. 
disciplcs and the people generally, because nR the bend of thp fltate be i~ also the head 
of tbo society "lid hence the guardian of religion 1\11<1 mOrAlity-a prinoiple recognise!) 

in all monarchiot:!. 
• Thi. IH Ii further law of the Rt,ate re!"arding Rocial and moral illt,crests 01 

the people. '!'h" great".t of all dang .. r. t{) Rocial peace and political seeurity is the 
existence of conflict., disunions, rivalry and part,y spirit,. 'fhe bond of civil society 
is torn aSlInder when t,he mornl relations arc distllrhed. Hence the greatest political 
of!ender alld the most criminal .inner is he who Ily his conduct promot.es tho breach 
between thORO who should normally live ill amity and peace. And bukraniti provides 

against sll',h lIlJenc,cs lIy the socio-political decree isstlod by the king. 
• This is a law prevcnting U ldue use IIr abuse of the public pIsces and ot.ber 

works of public utility, and as Buch indicates, I,n the IIrst place, the highly cOl1lplex 
administrativ~ organi~ation to be followed, by the king, and secondly, the vast number 
of such temples and parks, wells and roads 8Cl>ttered throughont the kingdom that 
necessitated the passillg of I> wparate l"w or at any rate their consideration as an 
important ite"?- of tbe j>uhllc interest. ot the State, The rule regarding the disabled a.nd 
the unfortunates i8 p""",ly humanitarian. 

• Hero is a. mention of all those practicea and profeSsions. which tor public 
safety, social p~e and future int,erests of the parties concer,\ed shoQld be endol'8ed 
by the state, .nd receive a royal patent, "harte\' or !iceD"" to teetify to their bema ftde 
character. In ail th-9se C&Bes the State, aceorillng to ISUItl'aniti, must inlooriere even 
011 the p\'inclpJe of .. individualistic mllllmUIB." HoweveNughl,. philllSBphere IIIloi tll~rist. 
might pralae the ~nclp)ea pI let-&lone and non-interveation kI lfDClal alWlW, atateamen 
and plllt.r8 of 8ta~ have nllitorDJI, ~opli8d in 1I~loe tile pr1.uc.lpl .. of ~lIII~ 



ottAf'TEll,t. 

of arms, sales and purehases of cows, elephallts, horses, camels. buffaloes, 
men, immovable property, silver, gold, jewels, intoxicants and poisons, 
dietillation e>f wines, the drawing IIp of deeds iudi<mting a sale, gift, 
or loan, and medical practice. 

'609-12. Nor should you ever do the following things :-Serioua 
cursing, ROCeptaooe of pledges, promulgation of neW sociall'ules, defama­
tion of castes, receipt, of unowned and lost goods, disclosure of State 
secreta, and dillCuesion about the king's demerits . 

• • 613-0. So also yon must never even in miud commit the fQ].lowing 
actions: -Fonlllking yonI' OWII religion, antrnth, aoultery, perjttry, forgery. 

illterfo ... nce, and ~II compelled t.<l enlarge the fnnctlons of theIr lItatel! e1'en agalnyt 
t.hetr 011'/1 abstract COllOEll'tions. '1'ho hoary tiukrAohtryya and the modem Sldgwlok 
are bere on II common groll/ld. 

'llf-Gambllng. "n th08e plays 011 which moncy wagerA are st"ked. Inte1'6flts of 
public safety require that there should bo a liUlit to tbe"" practices. H"nco tbe necessity 
of royal licenses. 

"f"Ci'n"'t-J)rinking is also to be controlled by SOlDe sneh law as penalises the 

purchase or possession of more than a fixed quantity. ~-preparatioll or wine. 
in brewerie~ and distillerieS has alRo to be liceDsed. 

"I'"O"-There are Cl.me Laws in <wery civilised State. The proservation of games 
arid the preservation of forests h"vo become in these days tho accepted prinCiples of 
sclentillo administration. Hence sportsman must carry Itcenses. 

~-Those deeds mnst rec<,ive royal Ran~tion. tor the agreements or 4lOntracte 
might eontaln .ome iuhumlln er immoraror illegal items. and hence have to be regletered 
in order t~at they may be valid. 

~~-Liocnces to modical praoti.ioners and druggIsts and ehemlst:.. 
In reading an account of these Jaws 011<1 .eems to be skipping over the pages of the 

pella) and criminal codes ot modern States. Theso and other regulations point to the 
remarkably analytical Rtudy of leg"l "nd jUristic problems and the highly doveloped 
systQm of jurisprudence. 

~-Unlicensed "rming is prohibited. 
The following are tbe classes of licensable alfairs;-
(1) Gambling. (2) Drinking, (3) DistillatlO~, 1\) Sports. (5) Arming. (e) Tnde 

in-(a) Cattle, (b) Men, «") Land. (d) Metals, (e) RpirituOU8 liquors. (f) Polsone, 
(7) need, of cODtracts regarplng-(a) l:Iale8, (b) Gifts, (e) LoaDS, (8)· Medical Pftlieulall, 

~:"Trade In men, MIes and parch,..,.,., of slaves are referred to aa oDe of the 
licensable alfa!.... - _ 

'--Tile apecia\ly Datewartby rules In thlR Romewhat miscel\&neonl recnIatlon 

are aboat ~1Ifippr o. new 8oel .. 1 regnlatlollR. and' wr~ Or detamlLtlon of caste.. 
It __ that no nAw ~D8tom or hreach of tb" existing system was a\lowed to the 

Peapll' except t.hrongh ~ys;I as_t. And perbaps it waa an olcnce to apeak ill of tile 
lower oa.taa. • . 1_. PaI8e, ~.srtiwIq IP'lbea (bidden receipts). '1'baae lines may be .egardeo). 

a~ formla, ...... In.1Ilre Il'tltftdu n~otrne or the Ten Oomm"~lDetlta of tile HIIldIUl : 
(1) ThM: JIHIItt not faRUe your own duty ill life, 
(I) "nolld.t ~ teI1 Kee • 

• 



42 surmA-NIT!. 

secret acceptance of gifts, realisation of more than the fixed revenue, 
thieving, violence and enterprise against the mastar. 

1 617-18. You should never oommit ~iolence (o~ aggression) on any­
body in the matter of remuneration, duties or revenues by increasing 
them through sleight or strengt,h . 

• 619. All measurements have been definitely fixed and ascertained 
by the king. 

620. All the subjects should try to be qualified in the pelformance 
of meritprious actions. 

62l. When a violence has been committed the aggressor must be 
caught and handed over (to the State). 

'622. Those who have let out bulls and other animals (after religi­
ous ohservances) must keep them within proper control. 

• 623-24. I will surely destroy hy severi' punishment those offenders 
who after hearing these my clecrees would act contrary t.o them. 

(3) Thon mllst not commit adultery. 
(4) Thou must not bear false witness. 
(Il) Thou must not forge. 
(8) Thou must not accept bribes. 
(7) Thon must not extort more than what is due unto you. 
(8) ThOll must not steal. 
(9) Thou must not oppress (or commit violence). 

(10) Thou must not .ebel (or commit. perfidy). 
8ukraniti is as much a t.ext-book of Ethics as of Political Science. 
I_~. -aggression. !P"Ii-dlltlf'S, rat.es, taxeR. This law prohibits exactions and 

undue "Jlllal1~"ments of p"~·m"nt. from the ma~ter in tho shape 01 ineroaased wages or 
.alary, from the lIlerciwl1t·s iii th<l Abape of allgment£'d exciRe and ellstoms, and from the 
suhj{'cts in the shape of o"orbitant revennCR. Raj". in all theRe cas". must not be In­
c~sed hy threat. of physical violence or by crafts of diplomacy. 

~ ~·-Rtandard 0; meastll'ement for lands. 
r-I!JOI-Unlt of mllasurcmpIlt for liquids. 
"IP\'-Unit of measlU'emEmt· ~orc~ral"B. 
~-As(\llrtl>lned and fixed. 
RealiAations should he made In the above cases according to the bed ratee in the 

sobedtll('~ publisbed by the State. 
'These animals must not, be allowed to destroy publle property or otberwise 

damage the peopl<~8' Interests. ' 

This I. ~ a peoullar Hindu cnstom, "UI., the consecration (-.) at bulls and other 
animal" to thll I!OOR. But the St,at .. enjoins tbat those who ",auld observ" this socio­
religious cllStom mll"t be l"cllponslble for tbe movements of the animals In the Intel'elltll 01 
the BOOiet.y at large. • 

'-It .. re eomea the h.gal sanction of the social, rconomic, morale I and political 
doties enume .... ted above. A careful study of the functions 01 the State ... BI1IrIeJJted. 
by the promulgation ot th'l8" laws 'WOuld lead to the oonvtetion that the -Dlad~iI ,,-ere 
not only a nation of dreamers and philosophers, but were pracUed ll;eIl who ~atood 
their secular alld temporal lflU1reets as !reeul)' I1oIl4 lmflw ~ to p~t ... ~p 



I 625-6. The king should always inlorm the subjects of thOfle laws 
by the State drum and also' place them in esplanades as written noticet'!. 

627-8. To the wicked people 8S well us to the enemies the king 
should ever be ready with punish~ents. The tlUbjeets are to be pro­
tected by. the king according to Niti. 

• 629-30. For the convenience of travellel1! the king should protect 
the roads. ADd those who are oppressors of travollers must be very 
carefully repressed. 

I 631-5. The heads of the gramas are to receive one-twelfth of the 
income from the grama. The army is to be maintained -oy three 

tbem as wisely as any otber nation that has oontrlbut.>d to the material chlll_tion of 
humanity. Oomparlng the political thorle8 and practioe. among the Hindus with those 
obtaining among other nations that have rl~en t o the height of polltical cOll.!Ociouoness and 
have in any considerable degree wielded the ",,,chinery called th" Btate, one i. forced to 
hold that, atter .. II, the test of poli t iual wisdom "nd .tatO!lmallship is in the capacity to 
promote the interests of man and dovise ways and mea"" for their furtherance, that there 
is great truth in the couplet-

" For forms of government let tools contest 
Whatever is best .. dminlscercd is best." 

It is an error to suppose that the Hindus were a .. pro-political" and "pre-economic" 
people or even that they were an essentially 1I01l-political or non·economi c raCe. Polit,i­
cal insight, the study of public interests , solieitaLiono lor material prosperity and dl.cus­
aions about the common weal must have been integral reatu ..... of Hindu Ilational life In 
order that it might evolve such con~ptions of order and notions at polit ical organi8atlon 
as we lfLve been describing here 

\ In order to prevent tbe possibility of the plcading of ignolAnce of laws the 
greatest pUblicity has to be givel~ to t hem. Two mcans ~ro suggested-( I) The 
beating of tbe State dram to announce the royal orders and (2) The Proclamations 
written down and stuck as po~ters In public places such a8 squares, tue cros.ingB ot 
streets, &C. 

o Roads must always be maintained in good condition tnd free from the aggreBBion 

• at robbers and cbeats. The purpose i8 also mentioned~qm~ i.e., for the .convenience 
of travellers and passengers. _ 

• SIs: dh18ions of the annual expenditure are here suggested. The appropriatloWi 
of the \naome to eaver.1 purposes are to be in the following propo~tion :-

Grlim4p4' n of the income. 

A11D), l'l " 
Oharlt.y -h 
~e· I. I. 

OaioeN ~ 
PeJllODal R .. 
1iIt~ itee. of ex:.u- il or t of the inaome. 

tlIlaie .-ria. aIIIlul depo8ii; 01 1;1w surp11lll Is ~herefore to be t of tile \noome. 



(such pans), clarity (t.o be done to tll& eXLent of) half (of slliCll " part), 
the people are to be ellt~rtailled) with balf (of BillCh & p8t1rb), the oilicers 
(are to be paoid) with half (of such a part)) peI'llonal expendiHlIe (to be 
met) out of half (of such a part). A,~d the treasury i3 t@ be sa.ved by 
the remainder. By dividing the income intD six such divjsions the k1ng 
should yearly incur expenditure. 

63ti. This rule is meant for and ShOl1ld be observt\d by rulers like 
S,tmanta and above, not by in reriol's. 

637-8. 'l'here should be 110 inactivity in the preservation of acquir­
ed kingd~ms, fame, celebrity, wealth and qualificatiolls, and also ill win­
ning these from others. 

1 63H-41.· One shouhi alwaytl be very mindful abol1t acquisition and 
preservation , and never abandon heroilllll , Hcholal'ship, plain speaking, and 
pLilanthropy. 'rhe king (should be mindful ) about strength, prowess and 
daily preparation tor war. 

64~-3 . '1'hat mall is a Szlra wlto, gil'ing up f(>ar for his own life, 
can securely tight in battlrA for his olVn interest, or for the cause of 
his mastel'. 

'644-G. That Illan is a Paurjit who call accept without partiality 
even the well spoken words of a child, and pmctise<l the truths of religion. 

J 040-7. The lUaIl whu el'en ill the presence of a king can fearlessly 
speaK. out hit! oomel'itl> and Ilever praifl~s them like merits is tJt.e I',eal 
speaker. 

648-9. The ~an to whom there is ~othillg to be kepi, back from 
gift, ~ . 9., wife, son aud wealth, who can give away even his life to the 
pruper persun is called a Data or giver. 

65U. That is caHAd 8al,a, or strength by which 11 work can be doue 
without allxiety. 

051. FarM't'a/no. 01' prlfwet:ls is that througb which .othw: prwees 
appeal' tu be mere i&.illkal'all or oilediellt ij8rvauts. 

• ti~2. UaMna is known to be the preparation '£01: wa:fare. 
----- --_.---------- ------,----------

1 Each of these q ualilloations is explained belpw. 
• 'rwo ood.J.ition~ make a E'u ,t~it: (1) u.tellectuaJ. He IDlist be honest aDd 1lJl. 

pl1'judiced enough to d180U&8 With anybody and aooopt logical tl'1fllM"wtunsV8l' received, 
(2) Moral. He wust be a WILll or virtuoWl deedll . 

• "8i.{~1 Not oratory or elocution, bllt plai,n and honest speakiDi of tbe tntba. 
Thus not an inteU'dctu",1 but a moral qualilloation is ellpres&elt by the woN as ..\8ed in tbe 
ueatiM6. 

• • l'IIrll A technical term for wha.t is known 118 lDobOlaatlOJl. !», IJtate at .wlltM" , 
~<>811 In view of an immlAen~ war. 



I &3. For £ear of pgisons the King ~ould e1&llline hiB foorl through 
IDOllk81" and cocks. 

654-57. At the very sight of poisoned food drakes limp {i.e., cannot 
walk), bees hum, peacocks dance, cocks cry, crane!:! get intoxioated, 
monkeys paes stools. rats become excited, bu.·ds (Mai'lla) vomit. 'fhus the 
food is to be examined. 

• 658-W. lie should take meals, baving six, DOt simply two or three, 
tastes, not tast.el8til8, nor over-tasteful, n(,)t pllllgeut, not exc81i1iively sweet or 

acid. 

660. He should-uear with tllS minillters the petitions and appeals 

of the people . 

. 6ol-G=!. In parks (and places of entertainment) he I:Ihuul,1 carefully 

illduljote ill 611joyments with the pe()JlI~, IVomell, . actor;;, llIusicianl:l, poets 

and magicians. 

'663-64. He ~llOlild every 11l00uing and eV811lllg exeroise himself 
wiLh elephants, horl:les, chariot!:! alld other couveyauces. And he should 

leaI'll as well as teach. the militar'y al'l'angelOents of fiOldiel'H. 

6(j5-66. He should sport with tigers, peacock!!, birds and other ani­
malt:! of the forest aud iu the COlll'tl6 of the huutiug I:Ihuuld kill the wild 

Olles. 

~(j67-69. The atlvantages of hunting are thc growth of ability to 

~tl'ike tJ.ie aim, feades>llIeSB, and agility III the use of armlS06ud weapons, 
but cruelty is the great defect. • • 

, From the very gro .. t precaution adviRed against mdiscriminate 1ll!e of food it 
would appear that poisoning of foods meant for kings or members of the royal fami­
ly and or men of wealth and position generally was one of the l'romi,,~nt social evils of the 
time.. For thi. we have an analogy in the Italian 80ciett of the Fifteenth Cent./lry. 

In the next linee tbe &litho. is d_ribing ·the.,rOOOtlti 01 testing tbe food and the 
indicatiolls by which its purity is to be doterminlld by narrating the elfeotA·ol/lo!.,n upon 

IIOme or the domestic aniatalll • 
• A mixed diet is rtlcommendN. 1'bere muat be no pftI(I8D4er&nett O'f &ny ODe 

taste. 
·~'Tae."~ or tutea ... __ , Mit, puagent, bitter, - fD4 utrl.npnt.. 
' ''11(11'',. . • xplait .ad: oW- pilysiGal e....... an d80ri~ here. TIM kina 

Ulust never • wi~oot otilitary training • 

.., Array' of ~N, IOl'lDatiOll of pnps . . ....... :.tMNIi ~ 1& inetrumental (~) ill 8trikilll or hitiPc (~)' the 

obJecti.,e or ailll (..-). . 
In a preno_ pan ~ mU&.ary aDd manly exercieM wel'fllDeAUcmed as ht'o bDJlOI'­

t,ut itetwi ot liII.e dMty rouu.a. of won. TW au thor ltI Iu!ire 81plalning .hi. reMOQ for 

maklna a.8aa 86 intAllrral p&rt of the klq'. life. 



I 670.73. He should evety night hear from the secret spies and in· 
formers the opinions, sentiments and demonstrations of the subjects and 
officers, the Departmeuts of admini~tratiori, enemies, soldiers, members, 
relatives, and the females of the inner apartments. 

674. He should do that carefully and well equipped with.arms and 
weapons note dOWLl (the o,jtatements of the spies). 

675-76. The king who"does not punish the false-speaking spy be­
corDes the destroyer of the people's persons and properties and is called 
MlechcFw .. 

• 677-78. The king should examilJ6 the spy (and test his efficiency) 
either directly or by SOlDll art after he haR assumed the garb of a religious 
student, of one practising penan~e, a hermit, lower class men or a 
magician. 

67U-RO. jf the king accept,; a spy without testing him in the above 
way, he can get no information and has to repent. And the spy also does 
1Iot fear to speak untruth to a king who does not examine him. 

'68l. He should protect the spy from bott. officers and the de­
partment!> of administration. 

• W:52-83. There should ever be only une leader ill a State, lJeVtll' 
wany. And the king !>hould never try to leave allY situation without a 
leader. 

I Bt:\4-Sf\. 1£ in the king's family there be many males, the eldest 
among them is to be king, the other~ are to be his aSl:!istants and 
auxiliaries. 
------------------

1 tlf'I' Sentiment. ~ Aotivities, demoustratiollB, manifestations. 
'Itt Opinions, approved meacures. 

~ or men appointed "II ofti')ers, ~'It 'rhe Departments of State. 

2 qoai Religious studeut. fa. Magician . 
• 'rhe following BI'O the rules about the administration of esoionago :­
(1) 'the king should hear from the spies at night. 
(2) He should be well-protected while in theit- presence. 
(8) He should eumlne them, before appoint_nt, as to thait- capacity aud.hoauty. 
(4) He sLould ylllll,ah them when dishonest bot n&retnlly proteCt them duriag theit-

periud at work. 
, This is a general prinoiple abont aU kingdom8. JIlvils of D!8nY leaders were not 

unknQwn. ' 
• No leadeN' wo"ld mean anarchy. So the,rule of One,h! the onlY1/.ormaf-lcmli. allCOl'd­

lag to S~[ti. bukriohtryya's 8yatem does not reoop'.e It form of gOvvnment in ..dieh 
IIOverelgnty Neta with the Man)," 

• A_JdinI to Ule pri~el.pie Of t.be rute of One the law of P~t.u~ ~rfi.~ 
111 the mr.*" of 1IIIOO_~on to ihe ~n" 



OBAFJlBll I. 

"(1')686. More than all other assistants these membe1'll f)f tlu:l arie­
tocrscy help forward the inteJests or the State. 

687-88. If the eldest, however, is deaf, leprous, numb, blind or 
eunuch he will not be eligible for the t.hrone, the king's brother, or tbe 
eldest son's Bon (will be eligible). 

689. And the eldest son's junior {i,e., the king'EI second son) or the 
!'lon of the king's brother will get the throne. 

6110. Tn the absence of seniors t,ue juniors an' heirs to t.he throne. 
'6!11-92. Unit.y of opinion among the heirs (or sharersl is good for 

the king. Differences among them are dangerollR to both the 8tat~-and the 
family . 

• 693-94. Henre the king sl\0u}rl arrange for thpse heirs thp samp kinn 

of comforts and enjoympntA lifi for h~Relf, all'\ Rhoilld he stl iet ill com­
mand (to the l:wl'l'ant8) in ~atigf.ving them with umhrella!'; and tlmmeR. 

'69ii-!l6. By the partitioll of kingdorns there can arise no good. 
Hat.her, the kingdom (Iivided into part':! is pxpm,etl to the enemie". 

·601-!lR. He should t:ltatioll them ill ,"ariouR quarters by paying them 
one-fourth of tho r()y~l revenues or make them govel'llCJrs of provinceR. 

699. He may appoint them a>; the hparis of cows, elephants, horseR, 

camels, treasure, &c. 
700. The motll"!' and t,he lady who is of the I'ame rank as the 

lllot.bQf Rhould he appointed ill·chal'gc of tliP kitchpn, 

1 ~ Recpivel'~ of Bhn.reK, hE·irs. 
Tho conftkt lwtWAeIl po,.sib)e heir. j,<j tho groat d .. rf'ct of an conditions whero 

'",redit,ary monarchy prevails, "nd t,h" dilllculty i. felt Loth in kingdoms as well "I dnchiel 
or non.regal Jurisdictions. Partition suits, civil ware, quarrels between sons, nephewa 
and uncles Intensified by rivalries between ministers, pretender'. c)alms are the natural 
phenomena where possessions come down on the dOTestic' system. Rence the danler 
hoth to the territory as well as the family. Both are invol ved in the common.ruln. 

• The possible heirs who in their self·\l\.tertst cannot but look upon the ellat­
ing king as well as his direct Bucces"Or "s rivals and natural enemies and who wonld gain 
Tather than lose anythilli in tbeir death., must he maintained in lIbe right rOlal Btyle 80' 

that they Inay not take umbrage at any care)eSllness on the part ot oMoeN of the royal 

honsehold. 

• ~ W'\Pts to seize or capture. 
This, agaIn, is a: 8~und advice. In polities, as In other aIf~irl, nnlon Is strength and 

disnnion 18 faU. 1'he evil of slDall kingdoms has been 8ulllciently indicated In these lines 
regardIng ~adere, aft<} "~eeBlon . 

• Tbllt me1n~ of ~'. royal family who may legally hope to ge¥ throne In defanlt 
of heiM. Bhould be pacto,lJ' by the grant of pellslons 01" appoilltulent sa oCce1'8 und8l' 
th .. St .. t.e; e.g .. 'ehiefl! and ..,fe~ors of the districts. Something ,llJre a FendalllJlliem 

Is ""1111 to' be ~eed .1Il8tab\i~ a hl.eral'Chr or "'IIM tr.,lm a!JlO1lll'the IlteI!!be", 
of th~ bklQa,. 



1101. <-'agnate kill8menaM brothers-in-law are to he 8\1'et" appoint­
ed in the Military Department. 

702. Critics of one's own faults are to be made ~hoee who aro lIUpe.. 
riors and friends. . 

703-4. The females are to be appointed in the ove~ing of 
clothes, ornaments and vessels. 

But he himself must reflect upon and seal all in succession. 
• 705-6. He should consult with ministers on future actions in some 

secret place, e.g., t.he inner apartments of the house, cleared forests, by day 
or hy nig'ut. 

707-8. He should discuss royal duties with friends, brothers, flons, 
relatives, commanders and members ill the Council House. 

s 709-10. In the centre of the western half of the meeting the royal 
throne is to be placed. The bodyguard and retinue are to sit by his right 
and left. 

'711-12. The sons, sons' Bans, brothers, nephews, daughters' BOilS are 
to sit at his back in succession, proceeding from the right towards the left. 

I 713-14. Uncles, superiors of the same family, membms and com­
manders are to sit in the frollt on .'epsl'.lte seats at the right 11811d Illo\·ing 
towards the east. 

I 715.16. Superiors in the family of maternal gl'hlldfather, millis­
tel's, cognate relations, fathers-in-law, hrotkers-in-lalV, amI oJficers rre to 
sit in the flOnt at the left hand (movillg t.owards the east I. 

717-18. 'rhe wn-in-law and brother";n-law are to sit just 011 the left 
and right sidps. Aud the friend is to he like him, either near or on half 
ofllis own seat. 

I ~ "A distant or cor,n&te kinsman, and subsequent in right of inheritance to the 
gentile or IlGgotra ; the ba/ldhu is oft,three kind.­

(f) The kinsman of the persl'n himself, 
(2) The kinsman of the \>erson's father, as his father's brother's 8011, 

(8) The kln8m~n of the person's mother, ... his mother's sister's Of' brothel"s 
lIOn; and the ""arne reckoning upwards, e.g., his father'. father's sister's BOD." - - WillIo!)' 

'~II'Room. 
· a .. Any vlscus"as the heart, lungs, stomach, bowe18."-WU80IL 141-7 thus 

mean a part of thl. body, a side. So q'I'Ifli and ;i\'I refer almost to the Bame .thine. And 
those .... bo go hy ~ and. of the king may thus be roughly deao;ibe4 lUJ .t\cHk-ootrlJHI. 
BodWUard., Attnchils or It,,tinu., &0-

• Thns the sons are 1;& take the seats on. extreme richt wing &nd the daqlr.ter'. 
son. those on the estreme lett wing of the back_ - • 

• Tlie8&fo81'l!0ns &re ~ sit before him In a row prooeedlllg from the weat to-the east 011 

bla I'ICbt-lafolld aldo. 
• This 18 &1110 likely to ~ & row l'~nc tron> tae ~ to tH' (!&It. f» ~~ 

l'OWII wo~l~ tbl\ll ~ each otllef. 



719. In the place of daughter's BOllS anq nepbews the adopted sons 
may, pe seated, and nephews and daugbters' sons may have seateof the 
son8. 

720.. The A.chfiryya or preceptor, like the lather, is to sit on the 
same kinp. of good seats. 

(?)720 .. On both sides and in the front the scribes and clerks are to 
be at the back of the ministers. 

721. The servants are to be seated at the back of all. 
122. 'l'wo men bearing gold s(,f'ptres are to be 011 Oll() side to com­

IJIuuicate the presence and salutation (of persons) to the king. 
'12,5-21. 'l'he killg should enter upon the throno provided with his 

special signs, well-dressed, well-.lccol'ateu, aJ'llldUl'eU, with the crown on, 
with effective misRijps allll llneovered weapons, autl n~l'y oRreful. 

• 72~-29. "Thou art the gr(·at.eHi. of all lJrit/i..s (chaJ'itable men) and 
S,ll'as (hel'ocR) "-such l'ellHUkH Ite should 110t heal'. ThOBe who speak in 

tl,is way are deceitful mell. 
s 730-31. The lIlinibtl'l'R are likely to he dUluh Ii."., silellt) through 

thE' pasf>iolllol, cupidit,j' and [par of the king, The king HllOuld not consider 
thmn friends for his own int0l'PHt.. 

4 732-33. 1'110 killg ;;110111,1 ]'('ceive in written form the opinions of 
each sE'parat.ely with all his al'glllucnLH, compore them with his own 
opinio.!) and then do \VII at IS aOI'lE'ptcd by the mlllly. • 

734--3;). The wise killg "Iwul,l o\-eI'Y ,by examinc ~he elephants, 
horses, chariot.s, cattle, llervant8, 'o!1icercl, provisiuns, an<'! su!uicrs, and pre­
APrVQ.m· maintain the able allu gi \-e up the very old. 

• 736. He I-lhould bring ill one day news of pJrtces hundred erosas 
distant. 

1 VV arms which have to ho thrown, mi""tl<lg.· rn'l{ Unerring, etl'ective. 
• This Is a precaution againRt Rattery "nd the temptation to hoar prais"s_ 
• With 'regard to the,minister, the king .• IIOUld not act nponlhe principl .. <, SUence 

gives consent," for there may he due motive. for their silence. 
• The king mnst hay"'his own opinion on the top: then tho individual npinions 

of tt.<. mtnfaters with their reasons hc will invite in a written form .• The Rnal decision will 
rest witl1 him. The prl~elple of accoptanco i. supplied hy tho rule ct majority'. 

• The king is • always t(l have in his service competent and able-bodied men and 

animals, ~8 ... e1l illS e1fectwe .and . Useful materialH (e~). Hence the neeessity of dally 
examinatlol\ 

• Oonyeyanee of u"ws Is a ,,,eat 'part of poUtical life and the king is '1Myised to 
have. swift POIPial Service. 'fhe P~t must he q~ek ellO~ih to carry the news of two 
hnllllrold ~ in, tlte j)OUrse Of one day. It sueb. arrlLu~""'-;m1lr could be p .... ntically rna411 
one (IUhe iqQB& impOrtant meallll of modern admln!etratwn mnst bav!> been BOODled. 

7 



I 737t?)-39. ,He ~o-u:ld tmin the officers appointed with salaries in 
the cultivation of aU the llrt8, and baving spen that they have linisheq, their 
studies, should appoint them in their, llpecia:i fields. 

• 740. He should alsohanour those (wery year who are very high in 
arts and sciences. 

• 741. The king should always take such steps as lllay advance the 
arts and sciences of the country. 

742-43. The king should engage near him the services of the soldiers 
who are<to precede and follow him, gaudily dressell, adept in the rules of 
etiquette and lIlorality and "lUpplieu witll useful missiles and naked 
weapons. 

• 744. Tho killg ~hulll,1 tU1I1" tIle city Ull the b,lCk uf elephants ill 

order to please the peuple . 

• 'i4b::4t:i. Does not 61·6n the dog lonk ltkC' a king when it has 
a~cenJeJ a royal couveyall~e? b nut tl,e kiJlg j u:;tly luoked upon as a 
dog by the !-Iuets ? 

1 This is tiL(} MilOci") arraugelJwnt fur the trailllUg or ol1leers. 

'U~"fiI. Hcho\drHhip-L.ohlel·. aud btil'oudiar·i"s. In 1 his case (,he two Jine~ 
would imply that the king ,llOU\d umiuLalll "LudellLs with Hcholal'ships for the study of 

the various lm"",hcs of learning, aud whon th,'y hav" been sullicicntly edu""tod, should 
appoint t.ltom to prop~r posLs III tho Uovel'llIuent I'iCf\'JeC. '!'ue liw'..l::oi would thon refer to 
the genera.! sYl'!t.om ufollu0uLIou Uuuuoou oy Uw SLate, awl tho motuo(l of giviug

j 

6mpioy­

wouts ill the ~tu:\'o to 1i'arucd Hclioldl'S. 

I Uoe1!l it. refer to t.ho HYJojLom of annuul ex.u.miuatious or .recognitions of morit and 
the awarding of tJt:.loJoJ, lliplolUll.ioi, l}l·JZl~Jo:i. 1,0 t,\l0 alumni overy y4.mr? 

, Eucou,.ragemollL of udul'ali?u, spread of loarning and tho development of arts and 
sciences arc regar<led..,; sorue of LIIC i"ullctiollS of tl'" king. ,ukrricharyya while enumerat­
ing the so l""ny 60ci"l, woral and ,i'collontic f[(nctio,," in addition to the ordinary political 
and adwin'strative functions 'of tbe ~tate, does not forget the edncational activities of 
what haa beeucalled the Cuttur-iltal.t •• 

• 'fhis, howtlver, is the very mea"" of taking away from the people's minds the 
notl\Jn of ~ tlle <lhinlt) that hedge. the king." Advocatos of monarchy goherally \llake 
a political. application of tho prOCel)!; • Jj'amiliarity breeds COli tempt ' by keepiQg the 
king as_wuch away how the ptloples' gaze and scrutiny a~ possible and thus shrouding 
him with trll.W\'llendonthl halo lind endowing the royal position alld aflairs -wfth ll-myJltlc 
gr .. ndeur. It is one ,,( tho wllny peculiar paradoxes of Hindu sociology that the killg 
who is a god ill human form is yet by l'er80llal cOlltact alld other ,,"ay~ brought "'lt1!in 
the Ileld of I'ublic criticism ill suoh a way as ill other countries hlAll led to the gJ'II,dual 
devolutioll of ~i. iulluenee ''''~ tune~ions OIL the Malll and the eet~b,l.l6hmet:r.t of II 
J)emOlll"~, or at aliF-rate, the Ar16tocracy. ' , , - -

• 'fhe king does not look Ulagnilloont -unless lie is attended by the _~lIe ,(If 
oiJi_ and the regal illsii1'ia as weU as the paraphernalia, 1:b,e kin .. .al ... ls:tio ':mofe 
tAan .. do;. i.f1,. CIoUllOt OOIlWIQQ ,we and rtlve1"ellce o~ t.hj, peo"le. 



OBAP"I'Im 1. ' 

I 741-48. Henee he sho'~ld be accompanied by his kinsmen 'fri61lds 
and the State officers who have been made equal to him thro~gh ~U&lifi'ca: , 
tiona, never by the low class people .• 

, 749. The neeeha or wicked and the ,ad1m and hom'at are' 1"6~C-
tively the. men whose pract.iceR Rre false and evil, all<1 good, 

• 750. The wioked people display grellt('r gentleness than the 84dhu,. 
'751.52. The king must, personally inspe('t every year the grdmaB, 

puraH or cities, and desas or districtR ann provinces and mUAt know 
which Bubjects lIa"e been pleased and which oppressed by the staff of' 
officers, and deliberate Ilpon the matter~ 'brought ftlrwan[ by the people. 

• 754, He RllOllld take the f;jde not of JdR officerR but of the suhjeots. 

---,-,-,,-e'P-'UI'TA~:~: '1;; t'h,,"e-~ho-h~e~(,(;;;- mad;;-;~ ~in ~: equality IIiI11"I 
with him hy dint of quaHOc.tiono, i,p .. DlOritoriOIlR and w"ll.trnlnOO. 

~ A~ a term in Hindn Politiro.l trentiw" meallR: (1) "uhjo~t~, (2) the requisites 
or dOlJartm~nt8 of ~ whi ch h .lVf'l hf'N) mon tiOlU'cl pro\' iol1HI,v t.o be Ftcven in numbe-r, 
(3) officers, miniRtorR, f5cCl'nb.rieH. &C". 

2 Uut, the I,wo arc to b" di"tinglli .. ho~ h,' applying t.ho <1ie(,,,'n 'AJI that glitt",1'8 
i. not gold: 

• Among tho many ·antiPf{ of the i.:ill::t. inl"lportiOIl and RUp(lrviAi on, by tours 
throug-h tho Idngdotn, of th~ work or hi~ ulliN"""; a~ w("11 ali influiry i nto tho ri"ondiLton of the 

!i~l'ject$ have been ~ivcn a prorninl~nt pl r.. t'e. lIn lJIu .. t not. hu I\n il'roHpon~ihlc hoad, but the 
real controller of affairs ,,"d Itorlee must I",,,,onall.v 01.111.1' tim "O'"irM or th .. St"te. 

'AT'ITQJ!lUQJ ~~ ThCRe Ihrl'o t erms ""em to II""orih,, tho thr<,o priueip .. ! IInlt. of 
tC'rrito",,' o.dministral,ion like t he tow~'"hip, th" "it,y nnel the circle <>f modern Rtates. 

~",lI Satis fl 'ed, ilifi{lf tortured, di'pl(J"''''1. 'I'hp words Iloint 1,0 tho Ill>'ld Or bad e!loots 

of adminiRtrotion. lI'mt« #/1" ~R I~~i! should dis~ur.H "'f'.u.""('A(~) Recording 

to tbo matters or complaillts or petitions (~)llI'(}nght, forward hy tbe people. 'I'he klng's 
tours mu .• t not be nominal. Ho must he jl""I"H(lCI to Aol vo some of the knotty poInts 
wl,lch may have b""n Ipft .nntollOhcd or dl'eiu"el 1lI1AatiBfnctorilyor temporarily by th .. 
servants. The right ot direct potition by Lho Aubjects is here, ~8 in other plaoeA, dellnltel,. 
recogniAcd. 

A. monarchy, however divine "nel absolute i~ thegry, 8uppli('S, 80 far a" tbe«e and other 
conditions are mentioned, practically ,,\I the •• lvantages of .elf-rule and government by 
the Many. The mest rigid enforcement of ohlil(atlons and dntlc'\,trom, side by side with 
the most lavish grant of r'\ghts and privilcg~A to, both the governor and tM perned 
eJ<plain the seeming inco~i"tency and par .. dox that (,harncteriso the Hlndn polltloal 
system. and the great discrepancy hetween the theoretiCAlly desp,l)tlo and th .. praetloally 
democl'atic :featufes of the'poUtical organiRat.lob. • 

• This Is a IIound i>&litic.al m81tim and is based on the observation of the fllCt that 
the people/!' inte~t~ and opinions do in mORt (lR.1)jIJ diffel' hom the report and oplnlona 
at tile llenlnta of the l;tate. Renbe In oase~ of conftict between the two. the king should 
take the p&,ples' point ot'Vtew. • 

lIall,u- of tM people J., the sole consideration to .. king. Rence ~Inte...w 
mllStever--.Menjiaed :wltll tlloII& of the people. Alld In d~idlng'llpon ~u,," he 
should Ibct -~ 0, UI& troh''''''' I"'p"U I'OlI: dat.' Tbtll thougl> t.he kln« I. hlmae11. 
Plt th, ~ lit the JdDJ Ia tbe people. Am\, PI fr.et. the klJlJ b.. beeu d~ •• t1letf 



I 755. He should dismiss the officer who is accused by one hundred 
men. 

• 756-57. He should privatf'ly run ish the minister when he is found 
to have gone astray more than once and dismiss him who by nature com­

omits offences. 
• 758. Of the rulers who do not act according to Nlti the king 

should take. away both the kingdom as well as all property. 

• 759. Courts should always be established in the territories of 
conquered rulers. 

I 760. He should give pensions to the conquered rulers according 
to their character. 

761-62. He should have as his bed malO a woman who is devoted to 
him, beautiful, sweet in Rpeech, well-dressed, well-adorned and well 
purifieu. 

servant getting remuneration for bis work in Il. 875-6, whero the peculiar dualism and 
antithesis in the king's position hltVU becn very unhesitatingly indicated. 

l'he combination of sacrifice with enjoyment, the harmouising of sanyr, • .J alld asceti­
cism with Sam8lira and attachment" the intermixtllrp of NivTitti or highest Rpiritual 
self·realisation with Prav!,itti or pursnit of plea"uro in life, the perception of the Inflnl~e 
in the Finite, and tho leavening of dut.i~s with rights ar", in fact, the permanent and 
essential featnres of that trallSct'mj{'ntal PosiLivism, tbat Idealism and SupcrnBturr.lism 
in thE) interests of the ""tunl and natural, that 8en,0 of othor-worhUinosB for the practical 
good at this wOI'ld and tho happilleRs of mall th~t characterise the natwlla\life and 
litel'atuJ'e, and aro omhodh_'d ill the so~ial instItntions, of the Htndus. 'J'his oterllal allti­
the.i. bot-yoen til" IlllmllCt arJ<l sIlp<'rhultlUIl is tho fllo<1amoll(al lwdrock of Hilldu Sociology 
aurl is 1I0ver forgotten hy poots in tlll'ir description of i(lo"l kings and great 1110n. It is 
the basis of the division of Hindu life into the fonr stagos of B1'lIhmacharYYll, Garltasthya, 
VdllapritBtha and Yati. The tost and touchstone of true greatness among the Hindus are 
the approximation in life and thought" to SllCh principles as are suggested by the phrases 

~ ~~~ or' Illl cnjoyed Ilappiness without attachment,' and 

~~ Iff 'IfoI,- ~"fOf or 'thy right is only to the work, never to the fruits.' 

1 Is it something like Greek est racism ? This -is a sufficient chec~ to the arilltJoary or 
foolish actions of thc royal servants. Verily, the voice of tlte people Is the voice of the god. 

S Q!' mllny times. 'iIl1'T~ sin, oifellces, ~ privlltely, n()t in .,public manner fol' 
otherwise people wOl'ld Itave 110 conOdence in the minister. As the minister occupies a 
very imp0l'tant and dignltled post, the king should be very carefnl in scrutinising his 
affairs so 11.8 not ~o lower him in the estimation of the public. . 

• Oonflscation of pOS'jOssions when dependent rulers are preyed to be ineollllpetent, 
ClI' oonquest ot territories when nt!ighbcurlng kings are found to commit wrongs . 

• The king must never lose time in follOWing up a vieto1"1 by estab~ his 
omces, oourts, pa:a.<)es in the conquered kingdom ~ in ere:\r to make the ".eople feel 
the fact of conqnest aud organise the administration of th" province in his 0_ ~. . 

- He otht display hi8 ability not oulT to acquire, but a.lao to rule and pllQtect. , 
- • !l'!lese Jilletl prescrlbe the takIng over the 8dml"la~t .. t~· !If .. ~ .. ~ 

OO1IDtry and ,tlWtlll, maillte!uQlce '0 !be ''''possessed. 



Ctun'ER I. 

1763. 
happiness. 

He who sleeps for two yamas (i.e., six hours) eu~ys m~ 
\ 

764. He should not leave his qwn position but conquer the enemies 
through Niti. 

765. Teeth, nails, hair, and kings do not look \vell when taken. 
out of their proper situations. 

• 766. The king should take shelter in the hill-forts in times of 
great danger, and from those places sllould try to recover his kingdom by 
violence and robbery. 

'767: Palld,its, females and creepers do not flourish withou·t resting 
grounds. 

? 768-70. The king as the robber, should seize from all quarters all 
the wealth of the enemies for marriage, gifts anll Bacl'ifice besides the (?\ 

• 771-7'2. He 'should 110t live for ever in the 8ame place, and never 
have implicit faith in anybody. He shonld alway~ be eareful but not 
think of death. 

773-74. He must be severe, active and unkind in act~ of l'Obbery, 
should be against 1!.tt:.chments to others' wiveR and violating the daughters 
of respectable families. 

~ 775-76. If subjects protected as sons hecome enemies at times. 
thel'e is llO fanlt of YOlLr own activity, that is your luck. 

• i77-78. Seeing his work end in nothing he sllould practise penance 
and g~ to heaven. 

'77!J. Thus have bel'n narrated in brieE the clu~ies of tho king. I 
intend to say more in the MiscelialleouR Ohapter. 

• Oolophon. This is the Virst Ohapter of Sukraniti, the chapter on 
tll8 Duties of Princes. . 

1 The period of rest as given in that daily routWle described above Is 8 m1lh4rm. 
or i of the 24 hours. 

2 ~ rescue, delivere 
• This describes the natural helplessness of these, snd by. analogy 1JuggeR1:s the 

helplessness of rulers who'have been driven out of their own kingdom, unl<38' the,._ 
have their hill stations S8. the basis of operations against the' viotorious enemle.. The 
necesstty ef "Protections" tor the adv811!'oment of learnlng is also .hinted at. 

• These are the dictates of Diplomaoy. 
• The kiug shollld .ot blame himself for his inae'tivity or idleness In Pllttlq f01'tIt 

energy when he :linda thl>t his subjeeto do Dot appreoiate hie paternal 0&1'0 • 

• ~ tboroogJ.i1' tUlsueoonful. 

• .,..rbril5f. ~loJ:'m • . ~ .. ~. 


