
the work and the responsibility. \Jy'hllc China in the 
East and Persra tn the West of ASia are awaloe~ng a~d 
Japan has nlreadyawakened and RUSIIiA is sMllgghr.g 
for emancipatlon-and aU of them despotisms-can the 
free cttlzens of the British Indian Emplc'e: continue to 
remain subject to despotIsm-the people who were 
amoag the first clvihzers of the world? Modem wbrld 
owes no httle gratitude to theSe early CIVlh7t'rs of the 
humaA race. Are the descendllnts of the earhest CIVi' 

lizers! ~ remain, In the present time'> of spreadlOg 
emdnclpation, under the barbarol!'- system oi despo
tism, unworthy of Bntlsh InstlOcts, principles tnd 
olvihzation. 

RIGHT No.3-JUST FINANCIAL RELATION::> 

This nght requires no delay or tralnlQg. If the 
BritIsh Government wills to do what IS just and right, 
thlS justice tdwards self-government can be done at 
once. 

FIrst of all take the European"Army expendIture. 
The Gc:wemment of IndIa m Its despatch of 25th 
March 1890, says:-

Mlthons of money have been spent on IUCTgasmg the 
army \l\ IndIa. on armaments, and On fortifications to pro
VIde for tbe semmty of India, not ag~lDst domestIC' e06mlt!'; 
'Of to prevent the IOvaslOllS of the warhke peoples of ~d
Jeitlog coantrios, but to malntam the supremacy of "Br~tl. 
PlOwer 10 t.he East. 

Acaln the Government of Indla sa) S I 
It WPDld be tmlcn nearer tho truth to affirm thlll tbt 

lQlDlr.,.l -Government l{eeps In Iudl. aod (jUM"ters Upo&r 



tl:ie revenues of that >country as lQ,J;ge a portioll of ,Us IU'l'IlY 
as it thinks CBU ~bly be required to maintain it, do",i
DIOD there; that i,t habitually trea~ that p~n of its. 
army as a relierve force available for imperial purposes~, 
that it bas uniformly detached European regiments from 
the garrison of Indm to take pa.rt in Impenal wars when~ 
eVer it has been found nece,,>'MY or convenient to do so ; 
and more tha.n thirs, ~hat It ha., drawn not less freely upon 
the native army of India towards the maIDtenance of 
whIch it contributes nothing t~ aid It 10 contests out£id'O of 
IndIa and with wblch the Iudlan Governm~nt has hdd 
little or no concern. 

Such is the testimony of the Government of India 
thnt the Europelln Army IS for Imp:::rial purposes. 

1'!ow I give the view taken in the [ndia Office itself. 

Sir James Peile was a memh-:r of the CounCil uf the 
Secretary of Sta.te for IndIa, and repre"ented the 
Indian Secretary on the Royal \'o'n.11ISS10n (Welby's} 
011 Indian ExpJndlture. Sir Ja.mes P~ lIe in a motion,. 
after pointing out that the tmlttary policy which regu
lated Indian Mlhtdry expendIture waS not exclusively 
Indian, urged that: 

It is worthy of con:.lderatlbn how far It is eqllrtaille to 
charge on a ,~ependellCY the whole Inlhtary cost of that 
policy, wbell that deJ)eodency happens to be the ooly part 
of tht Empire which hus a lund fH,mtleJi a.dj~C8nt to the 
terr~t<>ry of a great El1ro~n pOl'fer. 

Hete then the~e extracts of the Government of India 
iUld th.e [ndia.,of&e-:ihow that the EUl'Qpean Army e'f;
pe.ruii.ture 1$ entirely~ {oJ' British [ll1peri,d purposes, and 



yet with fiagrant injustice the barden is throWlt by the 
Treasury upon the helpless Indian people. 

In the same way all the Government expenditure in 
England, wbich enhrely goes to tl1q benefit of tbe 
people in England, and which is for British purposes, 
is imposed on the Indian people, while the Colon1eS do 
eat pay any portion for simllar expenditure in Eogland. 
This expenditure should, in common justice, not be 
imposed on India. It is unjust. H~ then, if we are 
relieved of purdeos which ought not in common justice 
to be imposed upon Us, our reven ues, poor as they 8J'C 

at present, w111 supply amwe means for education and 
many other reforms and improvements which are need~ 
ed by us. This question IS simply a matter of financial 
justice. 1 have put it on a clear, just principle, and ()D. 

tbat prmciple India can be qUiet ready to find the 
money and its own men for all her own needs-military, 
naval, civil or any other. For Imperial expenditure 
we must have our share in the ~rvices in proport;on 
to our contribution. 

These lust financial relations can be established at 
once. They require no delay or preparation. It only 
needs the determtnation and will of the British Govern. 
ment to do justice. Lastly as to self-government. If 
(he British people and states"len make up their mind 
to do their duty towards the Indian people they have 
every ability and statesma~ip to .devige means to 
accord self-government within no distant ti ... )f 
there is tbe wm and the consclence ~r:e is the WIlY" 



Now 1 come to the most crucial questi~rti
cularly crucial to myself pef$ODally. 

I have been for some time past repeatedly asked 
whether I really have, after more than half a century 
of my own personal experience, such confidence in *
honour and good faith of British shtesmen' aad 
Government as to expect that our just claim to seH .. 
government as British citizens will be willingly and 
graceflllly accorded fa us with every honest effort in 
their power, leaving alone and forgetting the past. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I shall give you a full and 
free answer. 

In 1853, when I made my first little speech at the 
inauguration of the B~mbay Association, in perfect 
innocence of heart, influenced by my English educa:tion 
into great admiration for the chara,cter, instincts and 
struggles for liberty of the British poople, I expressed 
my faith and confidence in the British Rulers in a shott 
speech from which I give a short utract:-

When we see that our Government is often ready to 
assist us in everything calculated to benefit us, We had 
better tban merely complain aDd grumble, point out in a 
becomipg manuer what our real wants are. 

And I also said: 
If an Association ).ike this be al ways m readiness to 

ascertain by strict ,enql1lries the probable. good or D3.d 
elJects of any proposed meaSQre, and whenever necessary 
to memorialise Government on behalf of the people with 
t'espect 'to them, OUr kiod Government will not ref'taH t() 

lm. \ollUcb memorials. 
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.Such \Vas my faith~ It was this faith of the educated 
of the time that made Sir Bartle Frere make tbe remark 
which Mi". Fawcett quoted. villJ., th<J..Ule had been much 
s~ruck with the fact that the abTe.c;t exponents of 
Imglish policy and our best co.adjut~rs in ada.pting 
tbat policy to the wants of the variQu;:; nations occupy
iag Indian soil were to be found among the natives 
who h~ received a high class English education. And 
now. owing to the non-fulfilml'M1t of solemn pledges, 
what a change has taken place in the mind of the 
e,ducated I 

Since my early effort.:; I must say that r have felt so 
many 'disappointments a., would be sufficient to br~ak 
any heart HOd lead one to despair aud even, I am 
afrajd, to rebel. 

My disappointments have not been of tne orclinary 
kind but far worse and keener; ordinarily a perSon 
fi~hts, and if he falls ~e is disappointed. But I fought 
and 'WOtt on several occasions, but the executive did not 
let us have the fruit of those victories-disappointments 
quit~ enough, as I have said, to preak one's heart. 
For instance, the" statutory t, Civil Service, Simul
taneous Examinations, Lord L'lwrence Scholarships, 
Royal CommisslOn, etc. I am thankf ul that the 
rc;payment'trom the Treasury of some unjust charges 
has been carried out, though tbe Indian Secretary's 
salary is not yet transferred to the TreMury as it w~s 
hoped. 

aut 1 haVe! not despaired. Not only that I have oot 
oespaired, but at thiS moment, you rna)' ,think it $t~apge 



I stand befor~ you with hopef ulne5s. I ba.ve ISOt 
despaired for one reason and 1 am hopeful for another 
reaSon. 

I have not despaired under the influence of the good 
English word which has been tbe rule of my life. That 
word is .. Persevere," In any movement, great or 
small, you mu'>t persevere to the end. You cannot 
stop at any <;tage;' disappointments not\\ithstanding, or 
you lose ,.all you have gained and find It far more 
difficult aftcf\\ards even - to begin agam, As \\-e 
proceed \\e may adopt such mt'ans as may be suitable 
at every stage, but persevere \\e must to the end. If 
our cause IS good lind just, as it IS, \\-e are lure to 
triumph in the end. So I have not despmred. 

Now the reason of my hopefulness which I feel at 
thiS momen't after all my disappointments, and thl$ 
also under the influence of cne \\ Old "Revlval," the 
present .. revival" of th(; true old spmt and instinct of 
liberty and free Bntish institutions in the heart,s of the 
leading statesmen of the day. I shall now pllllCe 
before you the declarations of some of the leading 
statesmen of the day, and then you will jlldge that my 
faith and hope arc well founded, whethC'r they wm be 
justified or not by future events. 

Here I give you a few of these declar~ions, but 
I give an Appendix A of some of these declaration out 
of many. 

SIR H. CAMPBELI.·BANNERMAN 

We belieye lU self·Government. \Ve treat it not as u 
ociioll8 __ ,ity, not as a foolish tht!ory to whIch uofortua-



ately the British Empire is committed. We treat it.s a. 
blessing and as 81 healing, a sobaring and sttengtbeomg 
influence. 

(Bradford,15·5·1901J. 
1 nmain as firm a believer as ever 1. was 10 the virtue 

of. self.government. 
[Ayr, 29.1().190Z]. 

But here is another self'iovemmeDt and popular 
CClncrol, and we believe In that prmclpJe. 

MR. JOHN MORLJiY 

Yes, gentlemen, the sacred word 'free' wrucb repre
seated, as Englishmen have always thought until w.day. 
tbe noblest allplratlons that call animate the breast of mao. 

(Palmerston CI ubi 9.Q.19CO]. 
In bls View the root of good government was not to be 

found in bureaucracy or pedantocracy. They.mast seek to 
rouse up tbe free and spontaneous elements lYing deep ID 

the hearts aiSd mlOds of the people of the cOUiltry. 
(Arbroath,23.10-1903). 

The study ot the pn!lent. reViVal of the spirit, 
instincts and traditions of Liberty and LlberaHsm 
among the Liberal statesmen of the day has produced 
in my heart full expectation that the end of dae eVll 
system, and the da\\n of a Righteous and Liberal 
policy of freedom and self-goverAment are at hand for 
India. I.trust that I am justified in my expectatioll5 
and hopefulness. 

Ladles and Gentlemen, we have not only all the 
powerful motal forces of justice, righteousoe:is and. 
hcnoW" of Britain, but our btrthright and pledged 
rights, and the absolute necessity and .J:lImWlity of 



eadi1!g qllloldy all the sufferings of the mas!Ie& of Uae 
people. from poverty, ~mine. plaiues, destitutioo and' 
degradation, etc., on ()ur side. If We U'Se those mora) 
forces, which are very effective on a people hke tbe
British people, we must, we are bound to win. What,
is wanted for U3 is to learn the lesson from EngliSh
men tbemselves, to agitate most largely and most 
perseveringly by Petitions, demonstnltions and meetillgs. 
an quite peacduUy but enthusiastically conducted. 
Let us not throwaway our rights and moral forces 
wbich are so overwhelming on our side. I shall say 
~omething again on this subject. 

With such very hopeful and promising views and 
declarations of some of the leaders of the preAeftt 
Government, we have also, coming to our side, more 
and more, Parliament, Press and Platform. We have 
SOrTle 200 members in the Indian Parliamentary 
Committee. The Labour Members, the Irish 
Nationalist Members, and lbe Radicals are sympathetic 
with us. We have several Liberal papers sucb 8& 

The Dail, News, 1'~e Tr,bur7e. Ti,e MOYIJ\nJ/ L~ 
Tits Manchester Gfnralate, The StM, The Dail, Chronrc/e, 
Ju,ti{¥, Investor's Review, Re~old6, New A/l6, and several 
others taking a jlJS~ view of India's rights ~na. needs. 
We must make India a powerful organ. We have all 
seeticms of the lAbour or Democratic Party, the 
Bri'tiSb )istioaalist Patty, the Radicals and Llbel'ils 
feDelally; ,taking larcer inteselt in Indian matters. 
"he luge section of the Bti.tWh p~?Je teo 
whom oonsc.j;aee and righteousne98 are a~ evq 



possible w()rldly::tl~ing.arealso aioVakell.ipg ~ a ~ 
·af tb8irdutyto the lllVA$t, populatioft:ofI,Gliain t~"' 
dire distress and,poverty t with,~.:its dread.f~(:Ollse-o 
qUencea. ·Whlm ,I, w~s in Parli,ament and .:theonJy, 
Indian, lhadthe.s.uppO(t I of, thftJrish, R,*clical"<ind: 
LabQUt' 'Members ... I never felt helpless, and., alone~ 
:li'nf,LI succeeded in several of rpv efforts. We must 
~. man), Indian'Member=l in P~rli~ment Jil~:weget 
~.goil.rernment. Under such favourable cir~u~~.ance€i 
let us not ,fail to make the most of our opportunity for 
our political emalJcipatioo. Let us, it is .true.at the 
'same time, do what is in pur power to advance P!lf 
sb~ial and industrial progtciss. But for our 'p()litical 
el.1laneipation, it will be a: great folly and misfprt~n~ 
fOf us to miss this. good fortune when i~pa~ .. ~tl~t 
come to us, though I JuUyadmit .w~.ha4 enollgh. t"!f 
disappoin,tmen~s to make us lose heart an4. cQnfidenqel 

I base my hope npon the "re'lival" of the,.oid, 
B!riitisnlove of liberty andself.government, o~ ,bOll~n~r 
for pledges, of Qurrights of fel1ow-Britishciti~nsbip. 
In''t:heshor,t life that may yet be. vouchsafed to me, 1 
hope to see a loyal, honest, honourable,and con$Cien
tious adoption oftbe policy for, self-government for 
India~-'~md a begin.oing made:: at once towardstbat 
~hd. 

'I have now expressed to you· my hopes and I'NISons 
fOl'such hopes for ourselV'es.But 11$ tbe Mota1;Li\w .• 
thegteatest force of the Universe, hasit,.,...,.in,OQr.~1 

will be •. E,pgla~¥'s' own great~st good. liltigbt •.. iu$ 
wisely sald :-wThegoodof : England must 00_ 



Dadabhai Naoroji 33 

through the channel~ of the good of Indi 1 • . o.In order 
that England m1.y bec:)-ne rich India Itsel f must 
become rich." Mr. Morley has rightly said:":""No, 
gentlemen, every slOgle right thing thdt is done by the 
Legislature, however moderate be its area, every single 
right thing is sure to lead to the doing of a greater 
number of unforeseen right things." (Dundee, 9.12.1889) 
If India is allowed to be prosper,oms hy self·govern. 
ment, as the Colonies have become proSperous by 
self·government, what a vista of glory and benefits 
open up for the citizens of the British Empire, and for 
mankind, as an example and proof of the slolpremacy 
of the moral law. 

While we put the duty of lending us 0:1 to self. 
goverQment in the hands of the present British 
statesmen, we have also the duty upon oursetves to do 
all we can to support those state.,men by, on the one 
hand, preparing our Indian people for the right under
standmg, exercise and enjoyment of self.government, 
and on the other hand of convincing British people 
that we justly claim anJ must have all British Rights. 
I put before the Coogrt'..ss my suggestions for their 
consideration. To put the matter in the right form 
we should send our "Petition for Rights" to His 
Majesty the King-Emperor, to the House of ~ommons 
and to the House of Lords. By the Hntl~ Bill of 
Rights of lC89-by the 5th Clause .. The subjects have 
the right to present petitIOns to tt--e SovereIgn." 
• The next thing I suggest for your conslderat~n is 

that the well.to-do Indians should raise a large fund 
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of PatnotlS n. WIth this fund we should organise a 
body ot able m~n and good spe lker3, to go to all the 
nooks .lnd c;)rners of Indln., lod Id'fIoitrm the'people 10 
their own langu,g~" of our Bnt sh fights Md how to 
exerCise and enjoy the n. --\1<;') to send to England 
another body of able spe Iker3, dnd to provide means, 
to go thrOUg'"lOut the (,'1untry and by large rnef't1ngs to 
convmce the Bntlsh people that we justly c:hll"q and 
mUit have all British nght<; of self-government. By 
doiog th'lt I am .,urd that th~ Bnllsh ('Ol1S~lenCe will 
trlUrnph and the Bntlsh people wIll support the present 
statesmen, 'l.n their work of givmg India responsible 
sell-government \0 the !>hortest possible penod. 'Xoe 
rDl:lst have a great agitatIOn 10 England as well as here 
The struggle agatnst the Corn Law::, cost, I thmk, two 
mllhons, and there W.tS {t great agltatlOn. 'tet us learn 
to help ourselves m the same way. 

I have s3.ld at the beglnnmg that t'le duties of this 
COQgress ,ue twofold. And of ' the two, the claim to a 
change ot present PJbcy It.adlOg to !>elt-government IS 

the cLlef and most Important work. 
The secon~ part of the work IS the vigilant watch 

over the mevltable and unnecessary defects of the pre
sent machlOery of the admlOlstratlOn as It eXists and as 
long as It eXists. And.is the fUQdamental pnnclplea 
of the present adllHulstratton are unsound there are 
Inherent eVil .. , and others are aaturally ever arlSlng 
trom tnem. The:.e; the Congress has to watch, and 
adopt means to rc ncdy them as far as possible till self
govern~ent 1:' attaIned, though It IS only when self-
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government is attained that India will be ftee from its 
present evils and consequent suffenngs. 

Thfs part of the work the Congress has been doing 
very largely during all the past twenty-one years, and 
the Subjects Committee will place before you various 
resolutions ne::essary for the impr'1vement of the eXist
ing administration as far as such unnatural and 
uneconomic admlOistratton can be unproved. I would 
have not troubled you more but that I sh(,uld like to 
say a few words upon some tOpICS C mnected With the 
second part of the Congres:>-Bengal Partition and 
Swadesht movement. 

In the Bengal P:J.rtltlOo, the Bengalee'i have a just 
and great gnevance. It IS a bad blunder for England. 
I do not desp;lr but th It thiS blund~r, I hop':!, mly yet 
be rectified. ThiS subject IS bemg so well threshed out 
by the Rmgalees thf'm3elves that I need not say any
thing more ab)ut It. But 10 C0nnertlOn With It we 
hear a great deal abf)ut aglt ltoro:; and agltatton Agita
tion 10:; the hfe and soul of the wnole ppittlcal, socI~l 
and tndu:;trtal history of E'lgland. It IS by agltatton 
the Enghsh have. accompliShed th~lr most glonous 
accllevements, their prospenty, their lIbertIes, and In 
short their first pldCP. among the N ltlon<; o(the World. 

The whole life of Engl:md. ev-!.ry day. '{s all agita
tion. You do not Op~(} your p lp.!r III tM i1tilrnlng but 
rea.d from beglflOlng t') end It I:> all agltatloti.!-Congress 
and Conferences-Meetings and Ret6Iut.lotd;lhilut 
end, for a thollsartd and one tnovf:meetts.: land 
~tiona1. From the Plime MlOlster to th . l~lest 
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politician his occupation is agitation for everythio.g be 
wants to accomplish. The wbole Parliament, Press 
and Platform, is simply aU agitation. Agitation is the 
civilized peaceful weapon of moral foree, ami ihfinitely 
preferable to brute physica.l force when possible. The 
subject is very tempting. But I Shall 'not say more 
;:.han that the Indlan journahsts are mere MatClculates 
whlie the Anglo-Indlan journalists are Masters of Arts 
in the University of British Agitators. The former are 
only the pupils of the latter, and the Anglo.Indian 
journahsts ought to feel proud that their pupils are 
doing credit to them. Perhaps a few words from an 
English stateStnaR will be more sedative and satis
factory. 

Macaulay hal- said in one of his speeches:-
1 hold that we have owed to agltatton a. la'ng senes ot 

beneticent reforms which would have oeen el:fec~d 10 no. 
othllr way • . • • the truth IS tha: agitation IS IQsepa· 
rable irom popular government • . • • Would tho 
.slaVl' trade ever have been abolisaed without a~ltatlOn ? 
Would slavi!TY e*e~ have been aboh!>hed Without agita
tIOn ? 

For every movement in England-hundreds, local 
and natIOnal-the cheap weapons are agitation by 
meetings, demonstrations and petitions to Parliament. 
Thc"e petitions are not any begging for any favoul'$ 
any mort: than that the conventional ., Ybur obedient 
servant" in letters makes a man an obedient servant. 
It is th~ conventional way of approaching higher 
"uthont-ies. The petitions are claims for rigtlts I)t' for 
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justice or for reforms,-to influence and put pressure 
on ~arliament by showing how the pUblic reg.trd any 
particular matter, The fact that We have more or less 
failed hitherto, is not because we have petitioned too 
much but that we hwe petitioned too little. One of the 
factors that carries weight in Parliament is the evidence 
that the people Interested in any question are really in 
earnest. Only the other day Mr. Asquith urged as one 
of his reasons against women's franchise that he did not 
see sufficient evidence to show that. the majority f)f the 
women themselves were earnest to acquire the franchise. 
We have not petitioned or agitated enodgh at all in our 
demands. In every important matter we must petition 
ParliamElnt with hundreds aod thousands of petitions
with hundreds of thousands of signatures from r-tll parts 
of India. Taking one present instance In England, 
the Church party has held till the beginning of 
October 1,400 meetings known, and many more 
unknown. against ti)e Education Bill. ans) petitto'*-d 
with three-quarters of a million SignatUres and many 
demonstrations. Since then they have been pos..;ibly 
more and more active. Agitate, agitate over the whole 
length and breadth of India in every nook nnd corner 
-peacefully, of ,!=ourse-if we really mean to g~t 
justice from John Bull. Satisfy him that we ~re in 
earnest. The Bengahs, I am glad, have learnt the 
lesson and hiJ.ve led the march. All India must learn 
the les;on-of s'\crifi~e of money and of earnest 
persond work. 

A~itate, to agi~te means inform. Inform the Indian 
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people what their rights are and why and hpw they 
should obtam them, and inform the' Brittsh people of . , , 
the rights of the Indian people aI\d why t~y shouli 

""'"'" grant them. If we do not speak, they say we are 
satisfied. If we speak, we become agitators I The 
Indian people are properly asked to act constitutionally 
while the government remtJ.ins unconstitutIOnal and 
des~ohc. 

Next about the" settled fact." Every Bill defeated 
in Parliament IS a "sJttled fact." Is it not? And 
the next year It mak:!s it'> appearance again. The 
EducatIOn Art of 1902 WaS a settled fact. An Act of 
Padlament, was It not? And noW WlthlO a short time 
what a turmOil is it 1o? And what an agitation and 
excitement bas been gomg on about It and IS -still In 
prospect. 1t may lead to a clash bctw~en the tw;:} 
Houses of Parhament. There is nothing as an eternal 
u settled fact." Times change, circumstances are mis
understood or change, better lIght and understanding. 
or new forces-Come into play: 'and What IS settled 
b').day may become obsolete to-morrow. 

The orgaOlzations which I suggest, Qild 'Yh1ch I may 
call a band of political missIOnaries In all the 
Provinces, .)Ylll serve many purposes af once-to 
inform the people ot their rlghts, as British CItizens, to 
prepare them to claim those rights by petltlOOS, and 
when the nghts are obta1Oed, as soqnE.'r or later tbey 
must be obta1Oed, to exercISe and enjoy them. 

" Swadeshi " is not a thing of to.day. It has existed. 
il'J Bombay as far ali I know for many years past. 1 am 
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:8. free-tradel:, I am a Member, and in the Executive 
Committee of the CoMen Club for 20 years, a.nd yet I 
say that .. Swadeshi " is a forced necessity for India in 
its unnatural ,economic muddle. As long as tRe 
~coq()mlC condition remains unnaturtll and Impoveris~ 
ing. by the necessity of supply tOg every year some 
Rs.20,OO,00,000 for ~he ':-.alary, pensIOns, &c" of the 
children of a fQrelgn country a t the expense and 
impoverishment of the children of India, to talk of 
applying er.onomlc laws to thc condItion of India is 
adding 1051l1t to Injury. I have s1.ld so much about 
this over and over agaIn that I would .not say more 
about it here-I refer to my bJok I ask any English
men whether Englishmen would submit to this 
unnatural economIc muddle of I ndl'! for a StOgIe day 
in England: lewe alone 150 years? No, never. No, 
LadiP'! find G.mtlemen, England Will never submit to 
it. It i-;. what I hd.ve! already quoted In ~r. Morley's 
words, It IS <. the meddhng wrongly WIth economic 
things that is going to the very hfe, t~ the very heart, 
to the very core of our national existence." 

Among the duties whIch I have .:;aid are incumbent 
upon the IndIans, there is orie which, though I mentiqn 
last, is not the least. I mean a thorough political union 
among the Indlaf'J people of all creeds and c1ilssec,. I 
make an a~peal to all-dall It mendicant, if you hke-' 
I am not ashJ.m~d o~ being a. mendicant in any good 
tause and under necessity for any gooQ. C.luse. I 
appeal to the I~dian people for this, beca.use it is in 



their own hands only, just as I appeal to the Briti!tl 
people for things that are entirely 10 their ~l\ods. In 
this appeal for a thorough union f~()litical purpoees 
among all the people, { make It particular one to my 
lriends the Mahomedans. They ~re .. manly peopJe. 
They have.been rulers both in Rnd out of India. They, 
.re rulers this day both in and ,out ()f India. They 
have the highest Indian Prince ruhng over the largest 
Natwe States, VIZ., H. H. thft Nizam. Among -(lthet 
Mahornedan Princes they have J unagad, Badhanpur, 
Bhopal and others. 
'. Notwithstanding their hackward education they 
have the prtde of having had 10 all India the first 
Indian Barrister in Mr. Budrudin Tyabjl and first 
Solicitor in Mr. Kamru4in Tyabjl, two ,Mahomedan 
brothers. What a large share of Bombay commeroa is 
in the hands of Mahomedans IS well·known. Their 
chief purpOSl! and effort at present must be to spread 
education among themselves. !p thiS matter, among 
their best friends have been Sir Syed Ahmed and 
Justice Tyabjl, in doing their utmost to promote educa
tion among them. Once they bring themsel .... es 10 

education In a hne with the Hindus they have nothmg 
to fear. They have in them the capacity, energy aftd 
intellect to hold their own and to get their due share in 
all the walks of hie-of which the State service'S are 
,hut a small part. State services are not cverythtDt. 

Whatever voice I can have, I wlsh Government 
would gwe ('very poSSible help to promote education 
amoog the Mahomedans. Once self.government it 



Cttaiaed, then will there be prosperity enough for all, 
but not till then. The thorou~h union, therefore, 'of 
all ~he people for their ~ancipation is an absol.e 
necessity. 

-1-11 the people in their politlca.l position are in dhe 
'boat. Tbey must SInk or swim together. Without 
thil UOion all efforts will be v~in. There is the commOl) 
saymg- but also tite best common-sense-It United We 
stand-divided we fall.'. 

There IS ana other circumstance. I mnv mention 
here. If I am right, I am under the lmpre')si~n that the 
bulk of the Bt!ngali Mahomedans were Hindus by race 
and blood only a few genera'tlOns ago. They have the 
tie of blood and kinship. Even noW a great mass of 
the Bengali .Mahomedan!l are not to be easlly (!f~tin· 
tl!ished from their H IOdu brothers. In many places 
they join together in their social joys and sorrows. 
~hey cannot divest themselves from the natural affinity 
of cornmon blood. On the Bomb'\y Side the Hindus 
and-.Malrorrtedans of Gujarat all speak the Same langlt' 
~ Gu}aratt, and are of the :;ame stock, and all the 
Hindus and Mahomedans of Maharastra Annan-all 
speak the sltine Janguage, Marathi, and are of the same 
o9toqk-and so I think It is all over India, exceptmg in 
lNotth -India, where there are the descendants of the 
«iginal, Mahomedan invaders, but they are now also 
the peop~ of India. 

Sir Syed Ahmed was a nationalist to the backbone. I 
wm m~tioo Iln incident that happened to tny~lf with 
him. 00 hi, &" visit to E~gland. we happened" to 
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meet together in the bouseof Sir C. Wingfie1d. I!e a~ 
bis friends were waiting, and I was ShO."ll into the 
~me room. One of his friends r~<Jgnising me intro.
d'uced me to him. As soon as hE; h~rd my name he at 
ooce held me in n strong embra:ce and expressed him
self very'much pleased. 10 variot!s ways I knew that 
his heart was in the welfare of all IoQia rS on~ nation~ 
ile was a large and liberal-minded llatrlot. When I 
read his hfe some time ago, 1 was ~spireti wi(b res
pect and admiration for him As I carlllOt find my c )py 
of hiS hfe I take the opportunity of r~pcating !)'lme -of 
hiS utterances, which Stt' Heary Cotton has given 11). 

IndJa of 12th October iast.. 
Mahomedans and Hindus were, he ai.id, the tWI) e} es 

of India. Injure the Qne and you lqjure the other. " We 
should try to become que 10 heart and sdul and ad in 
unison; If united, Wtl can support each other; if not 
tbe effect of one against the other will tend to the 
destruction and downfall of both." 

He appreciated when he found worth, and ft}lely 
ex.press('J:i II. He said: " I assure yo,u that the'B~~g~~ 
are the OIlly people 10 our couotry ~~orn ~e c¥, 
,properly be proud of, and it i'S only d~e, ~ them that' 
knowledge, hberty and patriotism ha.ve pro'gresse4 in. 
our country. I can truly say that they are reall,V th, 
head and ('rown of all the communities of Hiadustatj.
In the word I nation' I 1nclude ~th Hw,vfus an4 
,Mahomedalls, because that IS t he only meamng wblCIt 
rI can attach to It.'' 

Such was the wise aqd .patrioti~ Muoi;e) of t,pat great 



.qlaD. and our Mahomedan friends will, I hope, take it 
tQ hear~ I'r~t once rnore 1Ibat our emancipation 
depends upon ·the thorough union of all the people:,f 
India without any obstruction. 

~ have often re.ad about the question of a constitution 
for the Congress. I think. the gentlemen who raise 
this question would be the proper persons to prepare 
one like a Bill ia the House of Commons in all its 
details. The ~gre<;s then can ~onsider it and deal 
with it as the maj'erity may decide. 

Let everyone of us do the best he can, do all in 
har\l1ony for the common obj~ct of self-government. 

Lastly, the question- of social reforms and industrial 
progress-each "f· th~in needs ~ts own earnest body of 
workers. Ea,ch reqIJires for it separate devoted atten
tion. All tb~ three grli!nt purposes-Political, Social 
and IndU'ltrial-must be set working side by Side. Tbe 
progress In each wIll have it .. influence on the others. 
But as Mr. Morley truly and with deep insieht says ;
Ii Po1itical p'lqdples are, after all, the root of our 
national gr~atness, strength and hope," and his other 
importantlutteraqce wbich I t~peat with this one sums 
up the whole position 01 the Indian problem.' He 
say!\;--" The metid\ing wrongly with economiC things. 
that 15 Eying to the very hfe, to the very heart, to the 
very cIne of our national existen~e." 

Thill meddling wrongly with economic things is the 
whole eVil from which India suffers-and the only 
Temedy for it lS-",Pohtlcal prineiples are, after all, the 
root of Ollr natior¥li greatness, strength and hope." And 



theSe political prinoiples are summed up in se1f.gov~rn
nlent. Self-Government IS the only and chief remedy. 
1n self-government lies our hope, stIiIngth. aad. greatness. 

Well, Ladies and Gentlemen, I ha~e finished my 
task. I do not know what good j()rtune ~y be in 
store for -me during the short penod that may be left to 
me, and if I can leave a word of 'affection and devotion 
for my country and c-ountrymen I say, be . united, 
~rsevere. and achieve self-governtbent So that the 
millions noW perishing by poverty, famme and plagues, 
and the scores of milhons that arc starving on scanty 
subsistence may be saved, and lndia may once more 
occupy her proud posItion of y(>re 1¥l101lg the ',rptest 
and civilized nations of the world. ' 
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Mr. President, brother and luster delega.t~, ladies 
and gentlemen ,-I am confr9nted with an initial 
difficulty in moving this resolution. , A spectre is COD

;ured up to frighten us out of thiS resolution. We are 
t01l1 by our critics-and they are as multitudinous_ 
the stars of heaven (lallghter)-and by our candid 
friE"nds that to move a .otesolution of this kind at a ttme 
like the pJ.esent and to formulate proposals of refown, 
now i~ to embatrass the Government. If I could be 
persuaded of.. the soundness of this view, I, for my 
part, wollie -Alave no part or share in tpis reSolution, 
furthermorE', l would ask you to drop it: ior, Brother 
delegates, our attitude,-the attitude of the educated. 
community-throughout the crisis of this war has been 
one of fervent devotion to the Throne (applause) and of 
active co.operati~n With the Government. Agitation is. 
far from our minds. \Ve may deliberate, dlscU$S, even 
formulate proposals of reform, but we are resolved,
we, the men lof the Congress are resolved-to embark 
upon po agitatidn, no controversy, and not to let 10QSe 
the forces of public opinioll so as to brJ9g preJ5ure to 
bear upon tbe Government. 

Brotbe( deleg~ .. this \Va, oaonot last for ever .. 
Peace must come. God grant that it may soon come.. 



India's 'Claim.,f.or l/pme Rule 

.We. have to prepal'eotirseh'es for peace, foe the sitna· 
-fton in which we will find ourselves upol) theconclu· 
$i~n ,f "~Q8.. .. ' I can, think·of ~more. uatriq~ic task 
than tha.t~ ,We have to play the part @f men, and let 
us equip our~lyes for that exalted ;f,unction •. Brother 
delegateS-, tM idea of re.adjustment is in the air, not 
only t\l.ere ip .lndia but all the world over. The heart 
oBbe Empire is set upon, it: it is the problem of pro
blems upon which humanity is engag€fd. What is this 
war for'? WhY,are these nmnerous suffetings endured? 
B~use, it is a war of re-adju~tment, a war tKat will 
set right the claim.~of minor nationalities, uphold and 
vindicate the sanctity of treaties, 'proclamations-ours 
isooe (applause)-charters :and similar" sel-aplo 't>f 

~pap'r." (la"ghter). They art! talking a.9out what will 
happen aftfJ' the.war in Canada, in Australia; they are 
talking about it from .the floor of the Ho~ at Corn
mons and in toe 'gatherings of pub;ic, men.and minis
ters of the State. May we not a~so talk about it a little 
from our standpoint? Are we to be charged with 
embarrassing the Government wheri ~e tallow the 
exampl~ qf illustrious pdbhc'men, men weighted with 
a sense 6iresponsibilityat least as onerous as that felt 
by our critics and our canGid friends? 

Brother delegates, the resolution say~~'(lf'thetime is 
come when-a definite advance must bill 'fnade· fdr the 
attainment- of qur goal, which isSelf·Govern~nt. 
(aPPlause.) But, brother ci-::legatei, there are those who 
teUuS, that we are unfit for self-government (cries oJ 
.. shame,") that the goal is distant, very .. dista.nt, SO 
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distant as to be tllusory (lqa'ghter), CInd not even with 
the tmy eye of h0pe can we obtam a glimpSe of the 
promised land .• A high authonty speaklOg from "bit 
pla'ce 10 Parliament said that, !:IO far as his Imagination 
could pierce, he 'tould not conceIVe o{ a time wQen 
India would be fit k>r Parhament,uy lUititutions. the 
same authority IS the author of the reform scheme. 
(La"ghter}. But, brother delegates, I am no proph<.>t, 
and do not desire to be one (latlghter,) though my 
ancestors were 10 their own humble sphere. But I will 
&<iy thiS, tll It It will be one of the bItterest IrOnies Qf 
fate that will hand down Lord Morley to rf'mote 
generatIOns <I" the Simon Dc Montfort of the future ,> 
Parliament of' India. (applatl~e.) \Ve are not fit for 
self-govcrnmeqt' Let Us exam1l1e that propoSItion. 
(larlghter.) Brother delegates, self ·governmen t I~ the 
orderlllg of Nature, the dlsp~nsatlOn of D!VlOe ProvI
dence, (~ear. hear), every communtty must be the 
master of Its own destIn). That IS a part of the dlvlOe 
law, a part of the Immutable order of the uOlverse 
""dltten m every hne of Umversal History, wntten 
10 characters of hfe by the mscrutabie hand of 
Dlvme Providence. It there IS to be a deV!atlOn or a 
departure, It must be tran51tlonal and tranSlent, and 
hlte the needle of a compass always pOlOung north
wareS; ours deB&«rts steadily towards the goal, VI hlch IS 
Se1t.Governmen~ 

8rother delegateSiSttif-Government, belOg the normal 
~ODdition of thmgs, It IS lDcumbent upon those \\ ho say 
that we are not fit forself·govtlrnment, that It IS a 
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distant possibility, so distant that it fades away into the 
mist of the unseen future,-I say it is mcu nbent upon 
them to prove their case. The burden of proof is upon 
them and not upon me, (laj/ghterj.*' But 10 a chivalrous 
spirit, imitating the chivalry of this 4;:0ngress, I will 
come to their rescue, I will take upon Ulyself the burden 
of pspof, I will descend irom the van1:age ground I 
occupy, and fight my adversary in the open (applaltu} 
with his own instrument and upon terms of perfect 

• equahty. Let us survey the past, examine the present, 
look around us and then pronounce our verdict. Brother 
delegates, in the morning of the world, before Rome 
had been built, before Nmeveh and Babylon had 
emerged into the historic atena, our ancestorS had 
founded those village organisations (izpplause) which 
reprf'.sent th~ first begi~nings of self-government. So 
well organised, so tenaciqus of life and vitality they 
were that they survived the crash of Empires, the 
subversions of throne<;, changes of dynastIes, and th!'lY 
lived within living memory (heBr, hear). Coming dOWll 
to more recent times, what do we find? \Vherever we 
have been tried, Sir, we hwe not been fOllnd wanting. 
We have been tried in the matter of local self-govern. 
ment, under conditlOns admitted by Lord Morley to be 
adverse; and yet the experiment has proved successful. 
We have been tried in the highor f(!gions of self-gov __ n
ment under the Reform Scheme of ~ aoJ again we 
have been successful. And let us loOk ' ar£lund. Here is 
this vast, this stupendous gathering 'of representative 
men from all parts of India. Is there any part of 



tb~w()trl! 'Which can present an eq~9.l<ia gatbtfing, 
li1~e t~ It haoooen said that self~gof:eri1"ment S~ 
g~llmentbY diScussions. How do ~edisct1SSh_;l 
How, do we deliberate? How do We, consult? ·H:O~ 
db w~coml'r()mise? We do all that with a sensefO.'f 
moderation, of self.reStraint, regard for constituted 
authority, which is proof positive of our capacity Edt 
deliberation. (floUr,. hea,. and apPlause.) But that is not 
all. The best trainirtg ground of self-government i9 
the institution of self'government,' and ~r. Glad. 
stone is my' authority for it. This is what he u.ys: 
I"Liberty alone fits a people for free institutions.t' 
If you' do not give us liberty, if you do not give 
fts free institutions, ho~' can you say we are unqualified 
otunfit for free insl!itutions? Then again, in another 
p1aee, he· says: "Free insjitutionB 'lone qualify 
a p~()fJle for Self·Gove~nt." If YOll lenya people 
free institutions, you take away from them! the moSt 
useful academies and seminaries and institutions 
for training in self.government. Let me look abroad~ 
Take the case of Japan. Japan was given ftM 
Parliamentary institutions immediately a.fter JlIpan had 
etnere;ed from the times Cif medieval barbarism and at 
the.eresent moment, after a training of fifty years. 
tll'J!ti"rOpe, 'openlYtxoc1atfus, that Japan is· qualified 
t.the.high~fOl:Vls Ot,~tf.goveq\ment •. Again, tak~ 
~;.instance t\f'·tl\e .. iiland of }?b.itlippines. Only tb~ 
~er day,. i.,~a:me a province df America. "America 
~·:Jtved' ,bet;;?fth the gracio~ generbsity ofn great 
r8R#~liC; .(*llo~tt8tions .. and those institutions are 
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.biking a.dmirably. Therefore,let not our caluma •• 
tqrs start the objection that we are disqualified for 
ilelf.government. We say, you are out' ~f court; 
because you have not given us f,fee ~btutions ~ and it 
cannot be said that we are quaHfied or disqpal'ified 
unless we are given these instituhoBS_ 
Broth~ delegates, the resolution la.ys 40wn the 

flt'lnciples upon whlch the scheme of reform is to 
proceed. First and foremost IS .Provmcial autonomy. 
In that resolution to which my Hon'ble friend SIr 
Ibrahim Rahimtulla spoke just now, there v.as a 
~ference to thls particular matter. It: tbe forefrOQt 
you have placed the question of ProvincIal a Ukmomy~ 
What l!:o Provmcial autonomy? It IS the government of 
the province. nut by the bureaucracy of the provinQil, 
but by the chosen representatives of the people j it is 
the governmptt of the prov~ by the people of the 
prOVlOl e for the benefit of the people of that province. 
That IS what I understand Provincial alltonomy to 
lOean. The basis of P, ovincial !I u tonomy IS financial . , 
tildt pC'ldence. Brother delegatef, the revenues of the 
provlOre belong to tbe province. Many, many years 
ago, Sir James Westland. speakmg from his place 10 

the Imperial Legislative Council, said that the revenue, 
of IndIa belonged to the Govemm~nt of I(ldia, (Ia""er)o 
1 wholly dissent from th:tt view. The r~venu~ :s;. 
India belong to us, to you and to ~ wHlaU¥) The 
revenues of India belong to the ~ ,of r. 
(a#lause)_, held in trust by the G0'1l'RmeQtI of I;nd~ 
for our Denefit. And I am suro tQat,,8 trustee ,.,. at 
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libetty to delegate that trust to a su}1ordioste authority. 
Therefore. 'fe, who, ~ I hope, shall soon. become a. 
sovereign peOple~(aHla"se),-we who represent· the 
people, the majesty, the dign1ty. the authority, • 
throbQillg aspirations of th'e people, we appeal to iIte 
Government to delegate its powers over the revenues of 
a province and entrust those revenues to the Govern~ 
ment of that p,rovlnce. That is the first part of the 
programme that we suggest. Then, you Will ask: 
.. If you take all provlnclal revenu~s, what WIJl the 
Government of India do?" Well, there are imperial 
~venues such as customs, salt, railways, post and 
telegraphs,-and opium there was, but It is dWlDdli~g, 
and it IS a good thing too (lallghter)-all these belong to 
the' Government ot India and the revenues of the 
&overnmeOt may be subvented by contributions from 
tho pt'Cl)vinc}a I Governmetas. 

Ladies and gentlemen, .... e stand upon very .firm 
ground in asklOg for Provmcial autonomy, because it is 
contained 10 the gre .. t Despatch of the 25th August, 
1911. An attempt has been' made to attenuli\.te t'tte 
message contained ID that document. Confronted with 
a hoshle House, Lord Crewe, 3S Secre$ry of State, 
aecl"ed-~I,think he was a' bit afraid of Lord Curzon 
anli Co. {lat~ghter)-confronted by a hostlle Hottte, 
Lord Crewe dedared th~t this Despatch contamed 
ftOt>hing more than the delegation. of power from 
'Superior to subordinate authonty. That is not borne 
CtJt by t~,abnt~ts: and what 1S more, the assumptlQO 
was prompt}j ,refuted by his heutenant, who, in hit 



ffee a$mospherc ora Liberal Club,-l am spef.kfpg of 
lrh. Mont,ague-said that this Despatch ~PFesenJ;ed a , •• 1 
new departure 10 Indian pobcy aa~.p~ned.llP a tU;W 

Vl$10n to the people of India. Truly, It 18 a ,new 
vision; truly, it is the beadon hght whjch will gUide us 

\ 

1n tbe gnnd march which IS to lead us to tbe pronused 
4nd. We take our stand UpOl1 tbis Despatch, we 
~lutely adhere to it, and we ask the Goveroment 
In ~son and out of season to redeem It. 

Gentlemen, there are other suggeshons made \n this 
resolutIOn. Mr. President, you have remlOded me of the 
time (Cr,es of" G(J on" .. Go on.") I cannot be unfair to 
olAer speakers, there are other POlOtS In the resolutlot,l 
and only to one or two of them I shall refer (C1'teJ 01 
.. no ,. .. 110," .. more, more ") I shall be here the whole 
mgbt 10 that case. The resolutlOn ref~rs to the 
expansIOn and the reconst~uhon of the Leglsrative 
CounCils. Well, gentlemen, I am a member of two 
Legislative CounCils, and I know something about them. 
(n my OWn province, It Vias decfared with a floumh of 
tlumpets that we had a non·officlal majonty, a very 
captlvatmg phrase, .. a non-offiCial majO(lty jtt but a 
pure undiluted myth, thIS non·offictal majoClty. This 
non·officlal maJonty is a very different tbmg from .. 
popular majority. We have occasionally to fight ~ 
Government, we ,()cca~ion~lIy have to be 111 ~ 
oppOSltlOn,-not always-but I do not remembe~ tMt 
we have ever been able to defeat the GGlvetnment 
except 00 one occaSl011. Therefore, the myth of a n.mt
offiCial majonty mu~t be dlSpdled. We m~ 



ba.ve a liviilg, absolute, unqualified majbtity of 
tbe representtittves of the people (applause) in the 
Legislative Councils. Further the powers of the 
Lqglsllltlve CouncIls must be enlarged. We move rt!soru· 
ttons-I am one of the greatest smners 10 that respect
and these resolutions are sometimes graciously accepted, 
and tn1)l"e often ungraciously rejected (laflghter). \Vhen 
they are accepted, what does It matter? A resolutlOn, 
after all, IS a pIOUS hope and aspiration: the GovM"n. 
ment are under no statutory obligation to gIVe efleet to 
It, though I must say as a matter of great credit to the 
Government of Lord Carmichael (applause) so far as he 
IS at least personally concerned as the head of the 
Government.-he IS full of hberalmstlOcts-'resolutions 
accepted by that Government would not always be 
a pIOUS hope. But, gentlemen, In a matter of thiS ktnd 
we cannot allow ourselves to he dependent upon 
lDdwidual discretion, which would often lead to 
lOdlvldnal caprice. We say, and I hope the All·Indla 
Congress Corntluttee Will say, that every resolutlol\<to 
accepted' by a majority 10 the LegislatIVe CounCil shall 
be htndlOg on the Government and be given effect to. 

One or two other pomts. I have been encouraged 
by the attention which you are giVlOg me, but It 
lnw"lves a reciprocal duty on your part, narnely, that 
you wtll do your best to bnng thiS controversy about 
self.government to a triumphant lSsue, (appZaHse). 
Btotber delegates, we have got Exec&tlve Count:lls. 
My fnsnd Was a member of tl)at eOllOC1). He Will 

n~ lQi Il:- mlo tbe secrets of that pnson·house. But I 



tbink if the depths of his heart were souaded, it misht 
be possible that we may be able to extriQt.te '" residuum 
of sob--consciousoes5 which would il!ft us that at times 
heielt isolated, that he would have felt better, happier. 
more comfortable if he was associated' With an Indian, 
colleague. And as a matter of fact, I need pot leave 
thIS thing to your imagination. Sir Syed All Imam, in 
that admirable address which he gave,-my "iend 
knows it, he nods assent-in that admirable address 
which he gave in reply to the dinner that was held in 
his honour, said that at times a cloud of depre$ion 
hung over hiS mind, that at times he felt discouraged 
and ,was only encouraged and supported by the acbve 
sympathy of His Excellency (he Viceroy (applause). 
Therefore, I say, we, the Congress, should eome to the 
r~cue of our Indian representatives in the Executive 
Councils, and demand that there shall be a substantial 
increase 10 the number of such representatives in the 
Executive Councils, and, what"is more, they shal) be 
the elect of the people (applaI4se) • . A Raja or a 
Maharaja, a Nawab Bahadur will not do, (laltghter). 
We want popular representatives, who, if under the 
statute are pot answer:lble to us, would, under a moral 

..obligation, be responsible to us. Therefore, my 
susgestion would be: at least onl::·half of the mell1bers 
of the Executive Council must be Indians and tb~y 
must all be elected. 

Gent1~men, my last point is that to which reference 
was made by my friend Sir Ibrahim Rahi~la' 
Fiscal domin;ttion is ev~n more disastroas than politict! 



domination. That was uttered from this platform by 
a friend of mine. WeU, we say, In one part \ of tho 
resolution, "the readjustmertt of the relatlons between 
the Secretary of State for India and the Government of 
India." We have asked for ProVlOclal autonomy, we 
have asked for ProvincIal Independence, the IOdepen· 
dence of tRe revenues of the province. We must also 
ask for the mdependence of the Government of India. 
We must ask that the fetters noW lmpost:!d by the India 
Office on the Governm~nt of India should be withdrawn, 
and ,the Government of India should re/bct the pubhc 
opiOlon of our people, n')t the public opinion of 
Manchester or Lancashire, (Ia'tghter). F or Instance, if 
those fetters are removed, I am confident that exc1Se 
duties on cotton goods would dISappear In a trice. AndJ 
therefore, It IS of very great 1mportance. Brother 
delegates, I" Will not dwell any more upon this pomt of 
the resoluHon. The resolutIOn says further that a 
Committee should be appointed to confer wljh the 
Moslem League, with the CommIttee of the Moslem 
League, (applause) and to draft a scheme of reform. 
I have noticed with satisfaction the cheers which tlave 
greeted that statement. The Moslem League meets 
to-morrow 10 this CIty. I rejoice that they dre going 
to hold a session (aPPlause). Our fraternal greetings go 
to the Moslem League (dpplafJse). We sympAthi~ 
Wtth them 10 their pa~CloUc efforts (applause) and may 
tM Dlvine D.lspenser of all blesslOgs presIde over their 
deliberations (appltJU!je). That 15 what we feel, that 
is wha.t 1 teel, and r am sure that IS what the Congress 
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feels (applause) about the Moslem Lea.gue. We are 
brothers, standing !>houlder to shouldet. practically 
upon the same platform (apJ>lawle) fM t&e advancement 
of the common lDterests of the same Mother, (applafUle) 
the mother of Hindus, of Mahomedans, of Parsis, of 
Sikh,. And this dlsconsolq,te mothl'r lies prostrate at
our feet and it IS our most sacred duty to wipe off her 
taarsl to uphft her, to elevate her, to bnng her back to 
~ own positIOn. And can you do so alone? I say no. 
Hindus, Musalmans, Parsis, SikhS must stand upon the 
lame platform before thiS' great accomphshment IS 

achieved. And B~0ther delegates. in thiS matter the 
goal of the Congress and of the Moslem League is the 
same. Thev "'ant self-government within the Empire. 
W.e want Self· Government \\Ithm the. Empire. 
I am sure a scheme of reform, a combined demand put 
forward by. the League and the Congress, backed by tbe 
vciilt) of United IndiA, and bupported wIth unfllOching 
t:enacity, is hound to be Irresl»nbJe. Brethren, let us 
$tand together, HlOdus and Mahomedans, under the 
satl'e banner of Self.Government. Let it float aloft 
and let us carry it to a tCiumphant issue. {Applause.} 

Brother delegates, there IS one little matter referred 
to in thiS resolution which I desire to call attention to. 
Mr. President, I \\on't t<1ke more than five miJ."lutes. 
,!he Subjects Committee have authorised the All·Indla 
Congress C()Il1mittee to prepare a programll1e of con. 
tinuous work of 8n educatlVe and propagandist 
obaracter'ior the spread of our ideais of !>elf-government 
Ail an old Congressman, this appeals to me most 



powerfully. Sel£·Govera~t has bean OW' watch·~ 
from the very .. beginning of the institution of tbe 
Congress. In 1890, w~ sent a deputation, and we got,. 
as the result of that deputation, the first instalment of 
Council reform by the Parliamentary Statute of lS9Z. 
Then, Mr. Gokhale, of honoured memory, (a#laUSIJ 
used to VISit England evety now and then as oua: 
delegate and helped materially in the elaboration of 
the refcrm scheme. In 1914, just before the outbreak 
of the war, my friends the Hon'ble Mr. Bhupendranath 
Basu, the Hon'ble Mr. Samarth, Mr. Jmnah and one or 
two others v. ent as a deputatIOn to England lD connec~ 

tlOn with the reform of the India Council. WeU, 
brother delegates, the psychological moment has now 
arnved. Let us make a supreme effort whIch wiH 
culminate 10 the crowning triumph that wlll'-give 
to us and to our ('ountry the ine&tlJ:nable boon of 
self:government. 

One word more and I have done. Mr. Asquitb 
observed lD the passage which you, Sir, weft!i 
pleased to read the other day-he saId in the 
cou~se of a great speech that the Empire rests DOt 
upon the predommance of artifiCIal and superficial 
fIghts of men based upon colou~, btJt upon the loyal 
affection of free communities built upon the ba,,!::; of 
.qual rights. Well, We want to be fref! commuOltles, 
we want to ebjoy equal rights with the rest of 
the Empire. Tile angle of Vision 111 Rnglancl bu 
dunged. 5 .... t haS it changed here? I think the allsWer! 
must be in the negative (Zaught.r). Th~ Press Mif 



With its severity has caused great uneasineSs; tbe 
l'igoUfSOf the Arms A.ct have.oot been re[a"ed i we ate 
barred o'ut of the. commission,cf'iihnks of the Army; 
We Bre pot permitted to be eriiisted as volunteers. In 
England, the cry is for . more men. "and more men f01; 

the front. Why do not they appeal to Ui ? Our man
hood and our youth a.re anxious to draw the sword io 
t¥ defence of the Empire. (applaf#ss). But the call 
6er comes to us. A little more trust in the people is 
~ded. (Rear, hear) ; and if that trust was forthcoming. 
it would be reciprocated with enthusiastic gratitude. 
;J..et our rulers read the open page of Indian histOt'Y and 
o<;,te the lesson it teaches. A stranger, the SOIl of 1m 
adventurer, Akbar, has enthroned himself in the hearts 
af his pE:bple. What was the. fascination that enabled 
himtb do that? He loved an4 trusted the pebple.and 
they loved arad trusted him in an abounding measure. 
Centuries have passed since he has been laid in..bis 
quiet grave; his princely dyna'Sty has disappeared j the 
Moghul Empire has crumbled into dust j but the name 
of Akbar excited the profoundest vet1eratio~ amongst 
Hindus and, Mahomedans alike. Tha.t is the otltstanping 
lesson that It has taught. 

Brother deleg,t~s,· we want self.government-,.Aod 
why? Because we ~ant to be a natioll. We want 
seH.government for the highesten~ofna:t!onal and 
moral regeneration. for upliftiQg OlH' people.9ur 
scmse'Q~civic;responsibility cannot develop to its fullest 
ileight ~ long as the braodot.poli~ical ipierivrityis 
lltarked on oUF brow.· We mUst,be freemen'befure~ 



can be good, responsible and well-meaning citizens. 
And therefore, this campaign is a moral as will as-a 
political campaign; 8$ld \lYe have on our 'side the 
sympathies of civilised countries and the goo4 wishes 
of the true-thinking in ait parts of the world, the 
majestic forces of time, and above all, ihe blessing of 
Almighty Provigence. Thus equipped we are irresis· 
tible, invincible. Armed with that faith, we have 
started this campaign and, God willing, in the fuID_ 
of time, we shall have established in this great tfod 
ancient land the inestimable blessings of Self.Govern
ment under British regis. (Loud 'and lOrlll continucfi 
a~plause.) 



THE BISHOP OF M,A{),RAS 

INDIA AFTER THE WAR 

IHnay seem premature to discuss w.bat is to happen 
4lfter'the War, till the War is over and the victory wbn. 
Softlr as Europe isconcemed, this is probably the case. 
It will ,be time enough to c.)nsider how the map of 
Europe is to be re-arranged when we can see the end. 
Before that comes many things may happen which wiH 
grea~ly modify ~he final sehlement of accounts. On 
the othedtand, in India the War is clearly bringing US 

face to face with definite problems of great difficulty 
and complexity, that will need long and anxious study 
~ore they can be rightly solved, and it is not too soon 
to' begin at once to consider the 'problem that we have 
got to solve and the difficulties which lie in the way of 
its solution. 

In the first place, then, we must frankly recognise 
that the War is bound to have an enormouslnfluence 
on Indian life and thought and upon the whole political 
'8itl,1ation. The Russo-Japanese War had an e~tra
?rdinary effect o? India and one could fe~l the thrill~f 
a new hope passing over the whole continent when It 
w3J ov. but this War will have/a £~r m,0re potAA.t 
and widespread effect on the peqples of In4~ than the 
war between Russia ,and Japan. To begin Wlth, India is 
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taking a direct part in it. Indian blood is being'freely 
shed, Indian treasure b bemg lavishly spent. In the RU980 
Japanese War India waS ouly' an IOterested spectator: 1n 

this War she is one of the actors.~ And while the forrqer 
was a mere local War for material Interests, this IS 11 

kreat world struggle of conflicting moral >and political 
ideals;. The liberty and clvihsatiM of the world are at 
stake, and the princess and, peop!!:'s of India feel to·day 
that they are making history. The day that Indjan 
troops, therefore, landed at Marseilles marked the 
beginning of a new epoch in Indian history, It put 
India into a new p')sitlon not only as regards the British 
Empire, but also a;. regards the pr,)gress and dvilisation 
of the world. Never before has India, taken part 10 a 
great worl4·lOovement. Shut off from the rest of the 
world by tlie great barrier of the Himalayas, she has 
lived her life, dreamed her'dreams aod thought her 
great thQughts apart in solitude. Now her long period 
oj isolation is at an end. She is taking her p::trt in a 
great War that IS to decIde the future progress of the 
world's civilisation for the next hundred years. 

It is well that we should try to realiSElt what a change 
this sudden...t'ntry on to the stage of the world's history 
must rttake in the outlliOk, the feelings and the ideas of 
the. Indian peoples. If we may compare great things 
with slPall, it will be hke the change that comes over 
a roy when he goes to school. The sudden passing 
into a new world affect$ his whole way of loo~ing at 
things and fI"etl his attitude towards his parents. We 
must exptlotthat there "ill be a similar change in Indifi 



aDd that wben the War is over she will enter upon a 
neW stage in ber bistory. 

Even before the War, the pom_ situa.tion in India 
was one of unstable etJuilibrium. On the one hand it 
is acknowledged by all reasonable llJM that the great 
needs of India-peace, justice, unity, social reforrq; 
oddca.tion ab.d the development of its material resources 
....."ca.. onJr be satisfied by the maintenance of British 
GdMrn~tlt. The outburst of loyalty to the British 
E~pire and to our Sovereign a.t the beginning of the 
War Wali a striking testimony to the strength of this 
feeling among Indians of all classes. There is undoubt
edly a very small body of anarchists in Bengal w~o 
still carryon a crimlOal campaign of outrage and 
assassination against the police and the Britilh officials 
and there is a section of the Nationalist pa.rty who 1U"e 
now starting a campaign in favour of Home Rule for 
lpdia immediately;' hut with these exceptions it 
is true to say that the desire ,.for the' maintenance of. 
Britis~rule is universal among the great mass of the 
peoples of India. On the other hand, the last 
nity years have seen tbe rapid growth of an 
educated class throughout India who have received a 
Western education, are imbued With English political 
ideals and by reason of a common language and civili
sa.tion have been inspired with a sense of National 
unity, and which the Indian National Congress is the 
outward a\'ld visible sign. Among tbis class at educa
ted men there has been growing up for ~ last balf
century all" increasing desire for a larger" ~~e in the 



Government of their own country, a longing that Incfja 
should have its place in the sun, and the vision of ~ 
Indian Nation, independent and Self-Governing, takinf 
its piace with the Colonies of Canada, South Africa. 
and Australia, as an integral part of the Bribsh Empire. 
We must not imagine that the War will alter the 
fundamental facts of the political situation and lead 
the educated clll$ses of Inpia to abandon their Idea,ts. 
People 10 England are apt to ima$ine that the great 
outburst of loyalty 10 India at the begln~iug of the 
War has put an end to pohtical unrest. and that, wh~ 
the War is over, we shall find ourselves in smooth 
waters: but that is an utt,er mlstakel If educated Indiant 
desired a large share 10 the Government of tbelr own 
country ~fore the War began, that desire will be fa 
stronger when the War IS over; it the desire to rear 
tbe Ideal of Self-Government and to play an honou 
able part In the history of the world was strong in th 
hearts of the Indian peoples before the Indian troo 
landed in France, It Will become incomparably stronger 
after the War. 

All En~lishmen would acknowledge that these are 
honourable ambitions and that the vision of the India 
that is to be is a noble and inspiring ideal, and that 
there is. nothing in this ambition or this ideal in any 
way inconsistent with perfect loyalty to the British 
Empire or witll the full al\d frank recognition of the 
fa(:t that tor many years to come the strength and 
efticienCf .01 tbe British Government are absolutely 
DeCestJlry. if tbe ideals are to be attalDed. There is, 
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therefore, no reason in the nature of things' why we 
~bould look for\\ard with any !lPprehension to the fact 
tbat the War is bound to gIve aaJmmenJe stimulus 
both to the honourable ambitions of the educated class 
and also to their longing to realise th~ ideal of a Self
Governing India. At the same time there has undoub
tttdly ~( n~ a conflict between the ideal of the English
dn in In.dia and the ideal of the educated Iodia 
durh,lg the last few yea~, and we must expect that the 
~onflict will be more acute after the War. It IS not due 
to the fact'that the two ideals are necessarily irrecon
c:ilablCt, bllt simpl~ to the fact that each of the two 
races naturally tends to look at the pohtlcal situation 
from a different angle and to take an oneslded and par
tial view of the problem It presents. It-is perhaps 
Q~t1l'1'al that this should be so, simply beca'use English-. 
men and Indians dIffer So wIdely In temparament and 
inental charactenstlcs. We Enghsh people are by tem
perament SUSpICIOUS of Ideals I We naturally fix our 
attentlOo on present facts and deal with them as best 
we can: our whole interest IS In the statft~ qtlo : we lIve 
and work for the present and do not look forward to 
the future, and that to a very large e~teot IS the secret 
of our success 10 the bUilding of the EmpIre. It has 
been said that England conquered India 10 a fit <)f 
ab:.ent mindedoec;s, and thIS IS partly true: we did 
.not come to India Wltl'f any idea of Empire or 
with any mtentlon of conquermg Indul': W!! carne 
is traders; we e5tabhshed factodes becattee they 
were necessary fer the security of our tra,de; 



we assumed the Government of Distriots and States 
because it seemed necessary to do '$0 fqt the 
security of our factories, and so we were led on by t_ 
practical necessiticii of the case step by step until. 
last th~re Cflme out this Empire! V,7f' are noing md 
the same thlOg now; we are taklOg one step after 
another by the education of the people, the extensiOQ 
of railways and telegraphs; the .spread of the Engliab 
langu~ the t,raining of the people in the arts of 
Government, the creation of a sense of unitYflr.qong the 
peoples of India, and we are thus preparIng ~ way for 
great political changes in the future j but' we never 
trOuble ourselves to look ahead or seriously to think 
what is the inevitable goal towards which We are tend· 
ing. Suffioient unto the day is the good and evil 
thereof. 

On the other hand, Indians are essentially idealists) 
their whole interest in the past has been centred;n 
religion, philosophy, and the abstraot sciencps of logic 
and mathematics They have never taken much lnte
rest 10 history; their tendency is to concentrate on 
idealll, to go back to first principles, to dreatn dreams 
and see visions, and largely to ignore the mtermedlate 
steps l)y whlch thp. visions and ideal~ must be realised. 
In this respe&: there is a strong resemblance between 
tbe genius of th'.! Indians and that of the Germans. 
llernhardi remarks 10 one ~f his books that the most 
imp9rtant £act about a politician is his conceptiop of 

VI ' 
t~ 11Ol~'j and the debates of the German Reicbstag 
a~J.PI lit ftrveot Ilppeah; to these general conceptions 



.. 
of t1!e uru.verse. Appeals of this kind WOflld be greeted 
with ~houts Of laughter or with cold conttlmpt in the 
British Parhament. Mr. I:\alfour "1Io;a pltilo&opher and 
as his oooceptlOns of the Wliverse, but he would nevet 
clt.eam of appealing to th~m in the H~se of Commons. 
Sbt, as I have saId, thlS love of ideals and abstractloQS 
is thoroughly Indian. A few years ago, when I WaR 
1I'iltling a college in 10018, I attended a debate, ~ot up 
tot'my benefit by sOme college students. They tHui 
ch0gen as the subject of debate the-supeClority of celi
bacy over matrimony. The subject was a ~Y 
abstract one so far as they tl1emselv~ were CORCerneci, 
as they were all marrl6d men, and the dlscusa~n was 
equally remote from the ordinary facts of life j the 
leader of the opposition began hiS speech by standmg 
with great fervour aDd conviction. "Cehbclcy 16 

contrary to the categorical Imperative of K'iot.' As 
8110ther Illustration of the same charactenshc of U1e 
IDdtan mlOd, I may quote the-effort of an oratol" In a 
humbler rank of life. When I Was 10 Calcutta. I 
iormed a gUild of Indian Christian servants; at our 
ftrst meeting the questlOn was diSCUSSed, whether the 
llmit of age for admlSSion to the gUlld should be 
seventeen or eighteen. The Bishop's butler spoke first 
and solemnly began. 'In the beglIUllDII God ttea.te.d 
the heaven and the earth'; the lntermediate facts 
necessary f,or decIding the question before us Weat 
entirely ignoced. 

Wben people with such utterly diffetallt antal 
cBaractenstics look at the political sttuatiOtl aft • ~w 



Gists in India.; tRey naturally view it in an entirely 
di:jferent way. English officials in lndil as a rule 
ux their thoughts on the \aCts and needs of present 
and Ignore the ideals of the future; educttted Indians 
fix their minds on the ideals of the future and to a very 
large extent ignore the {acts and needs of the present. 

On the ODe hand, the English officials do not at 
all reahse ~hat a'natural and honourable ambition it IS 

on the part of the educated class to desire a greater 
share in the Government of thelr own country. nor 
bow splendid the vision IS of cl self-governing India; 
nor can they understand how difficult their position 
mast necessadly be ca India from the mere fact thltt 
they are foreIgners gov.erOlng a people wlth an ancient 
eivihsation and hlstory of their own. Tbey forget that 
00 educated "and civllised people hl<e to be governed hr 
foreigners, however 'well they govern, and that tbe 
desire for tndependence and Self-Government is a 
simple elementary fact of human nature. They have 
always imaglOcd that because they have governt:d 
well, thelr Government must ne~essarily be popular. 
It was once said by 511" Henry Campbell. Bannerman 
that goqd Government 15 no substitute for Self-Govern
ment ; opinions m~y differ on thls POint, but we ought 
to realise more tully than we do the enormouS 
disadvantage we labour under oWing to the mere fact 
teat we are governing lnrua as a foreign bl.\reaucracy J.l.." 

'tf.lt1, agam, It IS hard for u,; to rclitl5e the fact that 
In""~'J1as A clvili$ahon ot Its own, wh.ch It ought to 
_lat- ~ its own lines. There nre certain 



principles of thought, morality, social life and political 
pt'ogress which are common to all mankin4. It is our 
duty a'nd privilege to establish th~'Principles in India; 
but, on the· other hand, the exact form which these 
principles will assume in India iii nebessarily different 
from that whlch they have assumed in England. Our 
function IS to sow seeds and let them grow 10 accorda.nce 
with the genius of the Indian peoples. India bas got 
its own contribution to make to the thought, the 
religion, the SOCial and pohtlcal hfe of humaOlty; but 
it can never make this contnbution unless it is allowed 
ultimately to grow and develop Upon its own natural, 
lines in accordance with its own genius, and this 11$ APt 
pOSSible without political Self·Government. At the 
present moment the progress of cIVilisation in India 
neCessarily proceeds upon Western lines; °jt is at every 
pOlOt governed and directed by Engltshmen j but OUT 

ultimate aim ought to be the development of a truly 
Indian civllisatlon on Indian rines. 

And then, again, It IS dlfncult for Enghshmen in 
India to realise that 10 spite of the facts of past history. 
it is still true that the ultimate basis Ott which the 
British Government In India must rest in t'QC;; '£uture, is 
the will of the Indian peoples. Englishmen have been. 
accustomed in the past to talk of India as a conquered 
country. We constantly he1r It said that atter -aU we 
have won Ind\a by thE' sword;rod intend td keep it Itt 
the s,-,;,ord; in the same way English people ~dia 
hav'e often spoken of themselves as the rull. ft.<:e. 

Such language has always been foohsh and qlischievg.; 
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it bas tended tb wound the self· respect of edutateci 
Indians and it has made more galling than it need 
have been the yoke of foreign Government. But what 
we need to realise now is that as a statement of our 
future position in India such lang!lage will be a 
complete anachronism. Whatever may have been the 
origin of the Butish Government in' India, liS only 
justifil"Altion now is the fact that It is necessary for the 
welfare, the happiness and the future progre.<:s of the 
Indian peoples themselves and that the great maSS of 
the Indian peoples wish It to continue. Were the 
peoples of India dver to become fit for independence 
and to wish for independence, the Britlsh Government 
would have done Its work and would retlre. The Idea 
that we can ever maintain our Government by force 
against> the general will of the Indian people IS 

unthinkable. Even if it were physically possible, our 
conscience would never allow us to use forCfl and shed 
blood to maintam a foreign Government 10 India, if 
me mass of the people wished for a Government of 
their own. And the present War 15 making It doubJy 
impossible for us ever to try to impose our Government 
?pon th,lpeoples of India by force. We are fighting 

.hOW to the death agalnst the claim of a single nation 
or race to impose its ciVilisation on the world and 
10 dominate the other nations of Europe j but if it 
is wrong for Germany t(; attempt to impose her 
KuJlu". upon unwilling nationS, it IS equally wrong for 
England to attempt to impose her Government and 
ci.,itisatit,m upon India against the wl11 of the Indian 
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peoples. We caRDot fight for ODe set of principles iD 
Europe and then apply anoth~ of t*indples ia 
India. 

At the, same time the present War is surely strIking 
proof that tbe British Government can take Its sta.mi 
upon the will of the Indian peoples with perfect 
safety. It has 'been a wonderful demonstration of 
ftmdamentalloyalty of the great mass of the princel 
and peoples of India to the Brttish Empire; and, if 
it has revealed the loyalty of India to the people of 
England, It bas also revealed to the people of India 
the value to them of the BrIttsh Empire. This ought, 
to make a great difference to the practical pollcy of the 
British GQvernment in India. Hitherto undoubtedl)' 
the policy of England in India has been tQ a very large 
extent dominated by a latent fear for the security 
of British rule. One result of the War surely ought to 
be to ellercise this fear and "to lead Englishmen as 
a body boldly to face the realities of the sItuation 
and to base their Government on tbe wlll of the 
people. 

The outbreak of sedition in the Pan jab at the 
beginning of 1915 and the revelations made at the trial 
of the C'onsplrators of a plot to massacre Europeanst 

raise a revolt among the Indian troops and drive 
the British out of IndIa may Seem at first sight to show 
that this fear IS by no means without justification eve!) 
now, and that the w1l1 of the people is a very shaky 
foundation on wnich to base oUt rule. I But in r~lity 
this 'Very' plot only supplies a strong addltiona.l1'fllll.llOQ 
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for trusting the masses of the [ndian peoples. The 
plot f itself was hatched in America and 8dtish 
Columbia. It Was probably engineered mamly by 
the German inftuence and German money. The 
COQ;;plrator5 were the men who went over to Bntisn 
Columbia 1Q the Komagata Maru. and the people wbo 
brought the pl!.lt to the knowledge of the British 
Government were the Sikh peasantry. The fact that 
file conspiracy utterly faded and \\as nipped 10 the 
b.ud was due entirely to the staunch loyalty of the 
mass of tl-te Sikh peasant'> and soldier" 10 the Punjdob. 
If the plot proves anythmg, It IS that the BntLsh 
Government need not fear tor one moment to take 
their stand on the wtll of th~ great mass of the poeple 
of India. 

I hope It ~Ill not seem presumptuous to suggest thlllt 
pohtlclan~ m India may well learn a lesson £rolO the 
expenence of the Chnstlan Church. As a. rule, no 
doubt, the children of thiS world are In their lencr~tlOn 
wiser than th.e children of hgnt. But I venture to 
think that for on':e the chtldren of light hlVe shown 
the greater wisdom. The MISSIOnary Socletle'> 111 India 
have to deal on a much smaller sclle With pH:clsely 
the same problem a" that which controots the State. 
They are adrruntstermg the affaIrs of a large body of 
Indian ChClstlan'> through a small body of fnrdgn 
mis"lonanes, who correspond very closel y to the 
forelgp burea,lcracy of the State. There IS the :.aIM 

tendency to tlpply Western methods to an Elstern 
people, th~ same dlsconlent With foreign rule, t~ 



same claim on the part of the educated Indians for a 
larger share 10 the adrtunistration of Indlan affaU's. the ...... 
same spmt of unrest; but the Anglican and Protestallt 
missionary SOcietIes throughout Iod'11 have always 
rec!:ogOlsed the fact that, however good .tad effiCient 
fOl'elgn rule may be, and however necessary It may be 
fQr the foundatIOn of the Church, It IS esst!Iltially a 
tCtllporary expedient which cannot pOSSibly be regarded 
as a permanent substitute for Self-Government. They 
have always malOtalOed that the only possible Ideal 
.f-or the Church 10 India IS an Independent Indian 
Church managing 1.5 own affaIrs, hving ItS own hfe, 
and developll1g on its own hnes. They realise that 
the Self-Government of the Indian Church IS necessary 
to enable It to play It., proper part 10 ~he Ilf ... and 
thought of ChrIstendom. There ffid.Y be, and there are 
legItimate differences of oplOlon as to the steps that 
ought to be taken 10 the Immediate future for the 
reahSatlOn of thiS Ideal dnd as t·o whether It IS expedi
ent cr.t a plrtlcuiar time to take a particular step 
forward or not. But there IS no difference of oplmon 
whatever With regard to the Ideal Itself. 

The result of thiS attitude on the part of the 
~lsslonary Socletles IS that, While there undoubtedly is 
occaSIOnal fnchon betwf'en lOdlVldua\ mlSSlonat'IeS In 

the field and theIr Indian teHow-worker'i, and dlffcfence 
of oplOlOn With regard to the exact measure of Self 
Govt rnment for which any plrtlcular sechQn of the 
Chrtstlan communtty IS fitted, at the Same time Euro
peans and Indians ahke are NorklOg consciously for a 



-cOmmon end, and are inspired by a common ideal~ 
And this fact dominates the whole policy of .t~ 
Missionary Societies, each step that they take beiJ;ll 
intendeii definitely t::> be a· itep onwards towards the 
one goal. They are intent not on securing their own 
position or en:5uring the p(3rl1l!lnence of their work and 
jnftuence in Ind~, but on preparing for the time when 
their presence in India is no longer necessary. When. 
~herefore, Indian Christians sp:!ak or write about the 
httl.1re Self·Gov,"rnment of the Indian Church, the 
missionary societies do not accuse them of disloyalty or 
regard them in any way with suspicion. The more 
talk there is about the Self-Government of the Indian 
Church the better we are all pleased. We do our 
utmost to encourage ideas of this kind and to stimulate 
the Iodia.n Christians to realise their responsibilities 
and prepare themselves to meet lhem, and we can look 
forward to the natural development of their ideas and 
,aspirations with equanimity. Our greatest trlU.!.lpb 
will be the final establishment of all Indian Church 
,entirely independent of foreign missionaries and foreigo 
control. 

I cannot help thinking that in the same way the 
British Government would enormously strengthen its 
position in India if it were to make the Self-Government 
of India as an integral part of the British gmpire its 
a.vowed object and ideal, encouraging educated Indians 
definitely to look. forward to this ideal and shaping its, 
own pc>licy ' con~is~ent1ywith a vieW' to this one great 
encl.'The poveroment would then practically adopt 



the platform of the Nationalist party. T~ere would 
be no differences between them ~ the etid at which 
ibey are aiming, and though there would naturdlly W. 
much difference of opinion, not only between English
men and Indians, but ako between Indians an4 
Indians, and Englishmen and Englishmen with 
regard to the particular steps that might wisely he 
taken at any particular time, still both alike wotild be 
working for a common ideal. The differen~ tHat this 
would make in the relations between the Government 
and the educated Indians ~s a body, as represente.i by 
the NatIOnal Congress, would be immense. It would 
alter the whole of the political sltuatior: and would do 
more than anything else to allay the unrest which has 
been such a disquieting feat ore of lnqlan pohtks 
during the last fifty years, and it would give a con· 
sistency to our work and policy which at the present 
Moment they do not p.Jssess. The danger of the. 
present situation consists largery in tbe fact that, with 
notable excepttons, Englishmen in India are not only 
opposed to the feelings and sentiments of ~du~ated 
Indians, but alsa to the ineVitable tend<>ncy of their 
'Own work and polley. \"'estern educatIOn, the 
influence of British ciVIlisation, British hterature a04 
British political ideals have all been tendmg for the 
last seventy years to stimulate strongly ~oong the 
educated classes the deSire tor n~tional liberty and 
Se1f.GQve~nment. And yet Englishmen have managed 
to give the impression that they regard this desire as 
dangerous and disloyal.. 



But if, ,on the one band, EngUshmen in India· ... 
to cultivate' the spirit of idealism, on the otber .... ~ 
.... e is an equal necessity fora chaJlge of attitude,;OQ 
the part of ceducated Indians. They need to rea'ise.f~ 
more than they do at present, the enormous difficult~ 
that lie in the way of the realisation of their ideal of:a. 
self governing Iadia. 

To begin with, India is a continent, not a country., 
It is inhabited not by one race but by fo.rty. Its vast 
popUlation is split up by divisions of race, religion. 
and caste. The Dravidian raceS in the South are 
widely different in temperament and character from 
the races of th~ North, The Bengalis are utterly 
different from the Punjabis, while the Maharattas of 
tbe Bomba~ Presidency arc different from them botb., 
The antagonism between Hindus and Muhatnl'IJ,l!.dans is: 
notorious; theyditfer not only in religion but in their 
ideals of social life and Government So, too. within 
the Hindu community there is no real homogeneity. 
The Brahman and the outcaste are as wide asunder 
'" the poles, much wider asunder than the slaves and 
tieir master in the Roman Empire. How to enable 
fltese heterogeneous elements to work together Q$ 

members of one body for the development of a commpn 
civilisntion is a problem that will tax to the uttermost 
aU the resources of British statesmalJship. The 
politiqaldevelopmentof Il'\dia, indeed, must' in the 
iuturebe tqe work of Indians and not of EngliShmen.
All that the~ngli!5h Gover-nment can now do ,is tQ 
propare tb~ way and to create tqose conditions wbicb 



win enable the Indian peoples to work out tl)eir o\lrn 
-political and social salvation. But oStill the preliminary 
work ~ creati ng these conditions J;ests in the !immediate 
fiature mainly with the British G~nment and, no 
statesmen in th~ world have ever had set them a more 
difficult task. 

Then, again, to add to the difficulty, there is a 
singular lack of ordinary business capacity, governing 
power and political instinct among the vast majority 
of the Indian people. To govern an Empire of 320 
million people is a big business proposition. It requi:res 
great financial ability and power of organisation. But 
these are just the weak points 10 the Indian character. 
The Parsis in Bombay have a genius for business. A' 
few Hindus are successfully managing large business 
concerns in Bombay and elsewhere. A few Muham. 
madan$ are successful merchants; the Iodians in South 
Africa owe their unpopularity largely to their talent for 
petty trade; but owmg to the circumstances of, their 
history for the last five thousan'd years, the Indian 
peoples have had no training in business that would III!! 
all fit them to admmister the affairs of a large Empir" 

" At the present moment, I doubt whether it would tie 
pOSSible to get together a body of Indians who could 
successfully manage the railways of India; and there 
is a wide gap between the management of tl\t rail ways 
and the administration of the Empire. Atl<l this 
particular ddnculty is increased by the fact that State 
socialism is far more developed in India than in 
England.' People look to the State for everything. 



The land is owned 9Y the State; most of the railwayt 
are owned by the State; if a new industry Dee4a 
starting, everyone clamours for the State to start it. 
The Government is expected to play the part of fairy 
godmother on a much more extensive scale in India 
than in England. And that means that it IS constantly 
called upon to embark on eq.terprises that demand a 
great deal of business capacity .. It is unfortunate, 
therefore, that So very few of the graduates of the 
Indian UniversitIes ever embark on a busmess career. 
All of them, with very few exceptions, either go into 
Government .. service or become lawyers, doctors or 
teachers. It would be a great step towards Self~ 
Goverhment in India if baH of our graduates would 
devote themselves to buslOess, mstead of to Governm~t . 
service or the law. . " Then, again, there is the further difficulty that there 
is at present very little foundation on which to build any 
form of popular Government, really expressing the will 
of the Indian people as a whole. There is hardly any 
trace of democracy in India; the only forms of 
dovernment \ known are despotism and bureaucracy. 
ihe Native States are for the most part governed 01) 

the prjnciple of despotism, in some cases tempered by 
bureaucracy, and British India is governed by a 
bureaucracy tempered by a narrow oligarchy. There 
is a L.egislative Assembly for each Province and a 
Legislative CounCil for Britlsh India as a Whole j but 
the various constituencies whkh elect the members of 
these LegIslative Assemblies differ very little In siee-
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~ the small oo.oughs in EnglJt~4 a/ ce1'l~ry' aga. 
,.e number of tlef;:tors is asroni$bingly few, and in 
;$outh I~dia, where MOre than 80. per ce+t at the 
editotted Classes belon~ t~ the Btlbntao ¢aste, the 
Legiilative' Councils practi~lIy represent a mio,ute 
fraction of the poplll~~ ... g isbroadl~, true, therefore 
fo.say that at the pJ:~t.J~ement popular. Government 
il'l'Inc.tia does not exist. I tf'is possible that the germ of 
&;moeraey may be found in the old Village Pancllltyats ; 
but the highly centralj~d administration of the BHt'ish 
Government bas so far .destroyed their po*er. and 
importance that tl)ey are at the present moment almOlilt 
;non-existent. 

There is yet one more difficulty which must be 
faced. It is the old familiar difficulty of l!utting a new 
,atch on an old garment.' We have got a system oi 
'Government in British India at the present mo~ent 
Which on the Whole works fairJy well, which has given 
·to India the signal blessings of peace, order, justipe, 
u.nity. material progres~, and'civilisation, and. no 
reasonable man would be· mad enough to propose t~t 
it should be swept away and an indepe~dent Indii\, 
Government of some kind or other SUddenly put initl ' 
plnce. But it is extremeW difficult to develop a.ny 
~stem of r~al Self-Government under th~ shadow of 
lIbe existing bureaucracy It is one thing.,to associate 
Indians with Englishmen in carrying. an.a·~utopeaa: 
system of govercunent and developing' a Eu.-opeall 
t1ystem of civilisation; but it iunother thing altogetuar 
to tl'ain the peoples of India to govern· tbem$elves aD4 



to develop their own civlli!.atiorl' or their own civilisa.~ 
tion on their own ,lines. Here again the exped
~e of the Christian Church is much to the PQinY, 
The English Church ha::> been introduced into In4ia 
and Ras established among a large iody of Indian 
Christians the Anglican system of doctrine. 
d,iS<fipline, a.nd worship; \te have translated the English 
Prayer Book into the vernaculars df India i we train 
our clergy in Anglican th~logy and administer 
4isciphne in accordance with the law of the English 
Cburch. Thus the whole system is Anglican through 
and througb, and It IS not the l~ss An.ghcan because 
we admi01ster It among Gur IndlflD congregations 
mainly through Indian clergymen; we do not imagine 
tbat, because an Anglican system is administered by 
Indian clerg,men, It becomes thereby any the more 
filted to be the true expression (If the faith, devotion, 
and spiritual life of Indian Christians. What we look 
forward to In the fulure IS not an Anglican system 
administered by Indians, but an Indian system of faitb, 
worship. and discipline, developed and managed by 
Indians themselves. We fully recognise that the fact 
04 the system being administered by. Indians does not 
make it truly Indian or SUI led to the geom!'; and the 
needs of the Indlan people. and that it Will be impos
sible for a truly Indian Church ever to develop on its 
own lines until it can grow up independent of EnglJsh 
control. 

Assuming. however, a spint of sweet reasonableness 
Gill the part at both IndIans and Europeaos, each {rYlOg 



t(). See the other's pOint of view aoo 1'Oth WM'kiog 
~ther wjth their di~f~ntgifts and temperaments 1:~ 
'Yatds the common endf,what possible Hnes of adva~ 
att~ there towards the great ide~f a Self.Governing 
India? ' 

The first is obviously tQ ' increase the number of 
!ndians . in Government service. al),d pro'mote them 
.~.:O.·~.ti~uallY to posi~ions of greatl'1r, ~eSpo~lbility ~'. with 
the ldea that ultlmately the Bntish element ' .. 10 the 
cttivernl1lent will to ,8 very large extent disappear and 
IMia Pe governed almo~t entirely., by Indians .. This is 
pratftically the policy which has been stead fly pursued 
for the last .sixty or seventy years. Lord Morley's 
reforms were a great step in this direction, and the 
further reforms which have for i<!me yea~s past been 
"dvocated by the Nationalist party all tend to the.sa~e 
end. .This policy l!ndoubtedly is vatuable"ina5llluch 
as it Serves to train a large bodyo~ Indians in thealt 
of administr:ation and to bring the GovernmeI)t more in 
touch with Indian thought dndfeeting; but on the 
ot\ler;h,and, a. hae been pointed out abov~. it cann9t be 
regarded aaa true solution of the prob!em that has 
ultimately to be, solved. When it has wtched its end it 
will only be the substitution of 'an Indian for a foreign 
bureaucracy. But what is needed in India inthe future 
is ~ Government based upon and expre$!i~fl the ~iU 01' 
the Indian peoples. The problem before Wi. l! .'eot the 
creation of an Indiail bureaucrai!:y. but {he development 
in I"di.a of some form of popular Government. QneoE 
tbe' foremost Indian politicians' "remarked very tl'ulyitll 
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few months ago. 'Even if all tee posts in the eMl 
Service werp filled with Indian1, that would not consti .. 
tute Self-Government for India. Self·Government 
must begin from below. Ther~ C'ln hI" M SItch th'ing 
as Sl'lf·Government until the people In cv~ry viHage'" 
have learnt to govern themselves.' 

The second tine' bf advance is the development 0( 
Local Self-Government in ml1nicipabties and villages .. 
This poliey has been steadily earned flut in India iO 

far as municipalities and districh; are concerned since 
the days of Lord Ripon, and it has achieved a certain 
measure of SucceSs. It has op~ned out to ~ndian 
gentlemen throughout the country an opportunity of 
useful public service in towns, cities, and distnds j it is 
giving in a cprtain number of them a train 109 in public 
affaIrs; it has accustomed people to the working of 
r8preqentative institutIons, and It has undoubtedly sown 
the seeds of popular Go~ernment. It would be unrea. 
sonable indeed to expect that a systt::rrt Of this :kin~ 
would be an unqualified success from the very beginning. 
It started with a body of men untrained in public 
business, very often, It must be admItted, deficient in 
public spirit and more prone to talk than to act ; but I 
think that it is true to say that during the last thirty 
years MunicIpal Government throughout India has 
ma«ie~teady progress. It remains to extend thiS system 
to local Self· Government from the towns and districts 
to the villages. This is One of the reforms which the 
'late Mr. Gokhale advocated in the statement submitted 
r>y him to the RoyaJ Commission on -Decentrali~ation. 
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He proposed that, ill all vill~ges with a population of 
500 and over a Pancbayat (lit. a Committee of five) 
ilhould be conslitu~d by statute, to eonsi~ of five or 
'Seven members, and that the vllla~ below 500 shoulp 
either be joined t4i> larger adjOIning village$ or grouped 
jnb unionS. These Panchayats, he said. should be 
invested with sl1ch powers and functions as the disposal 
of si.mple money claims, the trial of trivial offences, 
:-the execution and supervISion of vill~e \\-OI'ks, tbe 
fnanagement of village forests, the carrying out of 
measures of famine and plag;.te rehef. the cqotrol of 
village water-supply and sanitation. apd the superrision 
of SChool attendan~e. 

The Village Panchayat IS a very ancient institution, 
datmg from the days when the Village WaS a Self
GovernlOg community with a very large m~asure of 
independence. The lOStitutlOO of village PanchayatJ, 
tberefore, would not be a new thing 10 India. We 
have utilised them for the puri><>ses of Church discipline 
in many mission districts wrth great success. They 
are institutions whicp the people understand and ~blcb 
they are capable of wOlkmg by themselves. There 
seems to be no reason why they should not be as 
successfully revised by the Stat~ as they have already 
been by the Church. 

A third possible line of advanc9 is much mere open 
to criticism. The ideal towards which \\'e ought to 
attn in British India is, as has already been said. not a 
bureaucratic system admlDistered by Indians, but a 
truly popular Government i but we are confronted with 



the difficulty that, on the oue hand, we capnot make 
.any advance towards that ideal SO long ns we maintam 
the existmg system at Government j while (m the ot,Per 
hand in Britlsq India as a whole the maintenance of 
the existing bureaucratic form of Government 1S for the 
present and in the immediate future absolutely 
necessary. The suggestion, then, has been made more 
than once that it might be pClSS!ble for the Sta te to 
mak3 some, sucb' experiment in particular areas as is 
now being made by the Church. We are confronted 
by precisely too same dlfficulty In the development of 
-ourthurch life as the.,l1fficuity \hat now confronts the 
State; the affairs of our Indian Christian congregations 
;areadmiOlstered by European mlsslonanes'appointed by 
the Committees of Missionary SocIeties at home, and 
while tbis system coqtmues It 15 very difficult to make 
any real advance t~wllrds the r independent life of the 
Indian Chnstian Church. \Vhat we have done, however, 
is to take a particular district and pUt that entirely in 
ch",rge of Indian clergy and lay-workers IlUder an 
Indian BIshop j the whQle work is sllpported by Indians 
and managed by InchallS and earned dn in accordance 
With Indian ideas. The experunent met at the beglOning 
with very severe cr-lti~lsm, and obVIOusly there waS tbe 
possibility of failure; bllt, even had It failed, fallute in a 
,particular dlS~tlct would not nave been a great disaster; 
as a matter of fact, It has proved an unqualified success. 
Would It not be possible for the State to make a 
Similar expenment? rnen: ace alreddy a very large 
Ilu.nber of md¢1>endellt States in India unde!' despJt1c 
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forms of Governmerit tempered f>y bureaucracy. Why 
should not one or more of these States establish a 
popular form of Government? ~:is could of course, 
only be done by the Indian rulers or princes of these 
States thetnselves acting on their own initiative. It is 
Dot a reform that could be or ought to be 'forced upon 
them by the British Government, and it is ~o not a 
reform that could be introduced into any State that 
bad not been previously prepared for it bY the spread 
of education among the mass of the popuiation. But 
r oelieve that a few, at any ra.te, of the more progressive 
Native States would very soon hi! ready for an 'advance 
in this direction, and that the mo~e enlightened Indian 
Pnnces would be glad to mtroduce this reform; and fQr 
the good of their people hmlt their o;wn autocratk: 
powers and accept the honoura\'le position of cont:ti
tutlonal ruler. Even if the experiment was nbt 
ahogether a suceess, It would not be a great disaster; 
It is not likely that suell States would be WOI"Se governed 
than some of the existing Native States under 
'autocrattc rule. On the other hand, 1£ It was a success 
it might form a model for the extensIOn of popular 
Se1j·Government not only among the Native States 
gent:r.ally, but a\so 10 Bntlsh India. 

It IS a mmor pomt, but I venture to thlOk that it is a 
mbtake to discourage the serIOus study ot Indlclo 
pohtlCS 10 our Indian UOlverslties. There is at the 
present moment a good deal of wild talk and Writing on 
political subjects, but there h. extraordlDanly httJe 
serious and sober study of them. We greatly need in 
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India it lat"ge body of thoughtful Indian politicians 
of the type of the late Mr. Gokhale, and a great deal 
might be done to s::reate such a body of men ior the 
service or the State by fostering and encouraging the 
study of political and social questions in the Ulllver· 
sities. I full~ believe myself that a school of Political 
Science m each University, with a body of really abloe 
professors tl'!> teach the subject, would have a very 
wholesome and steadying effect upon Indian politics. It 
would create in each Province .. sound body of public 
opinion; it would discourage wild and thoughtless talk, 
and it would raise up a body of men who in time would 
be able to apply tha universal principJes of po)jtjcaJ 
science to the specill} cOllditions of Inditni hfe and 
-society • 

• ~ more important POlOt is the I':ultivation of frj~ndly 
social rt:lations between Europeans and Indians. It 
may be true that social relation between Europeans and" 
Indians cannot be quite satIsfactory so lone as there is 
political inequality; and it may also be true, as \Ii 
constantly urged by Europeans, that Indian customs,! 
especially the seclusion of women rtnd thecttste rules of 
the Hindus with reference to food. place great· obstacles 
1n the way of social relations between the two races. 
At the same time it is a great exaggeration to say that 
tQere can be no social relations at all between the two 
races until these obstacles are removed. I can bear 
witness from my own e1ij)erience of thirty years in 
India, both in Calcutta and M atiras, that a very large 
amount of social inte.r.course between Europeans and 



Imlia'tJ Claim lor Home R~le 

Indians is perieetly possible in spite of all obstacles,. 
and that such intercourse is of the utmost value to both 
parties. There can be no doubt;"'t think,' that more 
friendly social relations would do a great deal to enable 
Europeans and Indians to understand one another and 
to soften down on the part of educatec! Indians the 
inevitable dislike of foreigo rule. The existing aloofness 
of Europeans from educated Indians in social matters 
necessarily gives the impression of haughtiness a.nd a 
sense of superiority, and this is exactly what we ought 
to try by all means to avoid. It may be qUIte true that 
as rulers and men of business Europeans are superior to 
~ndlans, but It i.., not desirable that we Eutopeaml should 
be constantly asserting the fact. 

What we both need to recognise far mere fully than 
we dr.!> at present is that Indians and Europeans have 
different Virtues, different faults and different giftSfand 
that the co11ossal task of creatlOg a Self-Governing India 
needs the gifts and vjr-tues of 'both races. It is utterly 
impassible for the Europeans alone or for the educated 
Indians alone to accomplish so great a task. It is
imperatively needed that We both work together in 
harmony and sympathy. We have long ago learnt 
that lesson in the Chnstian Church; it IS high time 
that It V'.'aS fully learnt in tbe State as well i but it 
never will be learnt so long as Europeans as a body 
maintain their present attitude of aloofness and wiD 
not make the effort needed to make friends with 
educated Indians. I do not overlook the difficulties in 
the way of this. Social intercourse is not easy betweeD 



two sets of people who have different inte~ts. different 
social customs and a different outlook upon life. The 
mere fact, that, when they meet together socially, they 
do not know ;vhat to talk about, undoubtedly makes 
social intercourse somewhat constrained. A httle 
while ago the first Indian 8ishop, the Bishop of 
Dornakal. was staying with me at Ootacamund. He 
waS asked to dinner at' Government House, and there 
he sat next to a young English officer who was very 
anxious indeed tt> make himself pleasant to the Indian 
guest, so he started conversation at once. 'Do you 
play polo, Bishop ?' 'No.' Then, after a pause. 'Do 
you hunt?' I No.' A longer pause. 'Do you play 
cricket?' 'No.' A still longer pause. • Do you fish?' 
'No.' And at last, in desperation,' Do you dance l' 
If more emphatic • No 'still. But happily the Bishop 
saw an opening here; he at once plunged into tb6 
subject of the difference" between dancing in India and 
danclDg in England and proceeded to diSCUSS the ethics 
of the Nautch. This inci~ent may serve to illUstrate 
the difficulty that naturally exists tn the way oC 
pleasant socIal intercourse between tQc two races, even 
where there is every desue to be pteasant and amiable 
on both sides. It IS undoubtedly th~ case. too, that 
SOCial intercourse between the two races IS greatly 
limited by the fact that Indian ladies With few 
exceptions do not come out into society. But, tru~ as 
aU thiS is and real as these difficulties are, still a certain 
amount of social intercou~ is possible, and it is our 
interest and duty in India to cultivate it to the utter most. 



88 India's Claim for Home Rule 

A great deal can be done by Inviting Indian gentlemen 
to small tennis parties. It IS on~ of the few forms 
of social amusement 10 which both races can jom with ........ 
mutual pleasure, and It IS one' 10 whu;;h IndIans can 
hold their own agamst Europeans. Subalterns and 
vaklls may have very little to talk about, but when 
they pl.1Y a good set of tennIS together, a bond of 
sympathy at once SprIngs up between them. To 
su~gest la"'n tennl>: as one of the meal'S for 
consohdatlDg the Bntlsh Empire 111 India may seem 
like tnfllng '" jth a Senous subJect; hut It IS not .:I small 
matter to discover some method ot social mtercourse 
which IS pleasant to Europeans and Indians allke, 
.whICh serveS to create mutual respect and mutual 
sympathy and", hlch "" III help them to know one another 
better and so grndually to come and unde"rstand on~ 
anc:>ther'h pomt of view more fully. The mam 
POInt, hovyever, that Ii of supreme Importance 
IS thAt Enghshmen and Indians ahke should henceforth 
make a,real and !:>enous effort to u'nderstand one another 
to see ckarly the goal for which they ought to strive 
and to work together 10 a Spirit of brotherhood to
wards a common end. The Vllar IS a great ca II to 
brotherhood not only to the Bnhsh Empire but to the 
Nations of the ",arid, and the only soiutwn of the great 
problems which It "'Ill create In the "odd Hnd the 
Empire alike", III be found In the cultlvat Ion of the 
Christian st>lr1t of hrothtlrhood mstead of the old pagan 
SPIClt of r?ce pnde, class prejudIce and what has weU 
been called' private minded ness: ",bleh hds hitherto 
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been the root of all evil in international relations and 
in the social and spiritual hfe of States and Empires. 

A. more serious and' ditlicult question that the War 
is bound to bring to the fore is that of National 
defence. Two grievances have for some years past 
been acutely felt with reference to this matter. The 
first is the exclusion of Indians from the ranks (,f com
missioned officers and the second thP.ir exclusion from 
the volunteers. At present no Indian can be appointed 
to a Commission in the Indian Army and no Indian can 
join the volunteers. The poorest Eurasian can be
come a volunteer, but not the son of an Indian Member 
of CouncIl. Thi" jc; naturally resented as a stigma on 
the loyalty of the Indian people. The only rea.on that 

-can be given fpr it is that a largt; body of Indian volun-
teers wOllld constitute a danger to the stability of the 
British Government. 
. But whatever the reason for l.hcse two disabilities 
may be, it is clear that the question will have to be 
reconsidered after the \Var. At the me£'ting of the . 
Indian National Congress held in Madras in December 
1914, a r('solution was passed urgi~g on Government 
, the necessity, wisdom, and justice M throwing open 
the higher offices in the Army to Indians and of esta
blishing military schools and colleges where they might 
be trained for a milttary career as officers of the IndIan 
Aqny , ; and also the reorgaOlsatioB and extension of 
the present system of volunteering so :Ii to enable 
Indians, without distinction of race or dillS. to enlist as 
.citizen soldiers of the Empire.' This demand was 
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renewed in the National Congress held at Bombay in 
December, 1915, and has found expression in nume· 
rous local Conferences during dIeor last few months. 
These questions, therefore, are bound tn come up 
immediately after the War. and it is well that English
men in India should begin to consider what is going to 
be their attitude towards them. Ultnnately, it must 
depend on whether theY-. hold to the old idea tllat the 
British G .:>vernment In Inrua rests on Brit\Sh b'iyonets 
or realise that the time has now come to base our 
policy frankly on the principle that the only possible 
foundation of the Government 1)£ India is the will of 
the Indian peoples. If that is once realised and admit
ted, there can be no possible danger in allowmg the 
peoples of India to undertake the responsibility for the ' 
defence of their own country. And we need to remem
ber that the lessons of the War have shown us clearly 
that in the future the only people who can pOSSibly 
defend India from an attac\(. by land WIll be the 
Indians themselves. Happily. there IS no prospect of an 
attack on India by any Great Power, at any rate, for 
the next fifty years) But If ever the time comes when 
it is necessarY' to ~efend India against serious aggres
sion, her pr~ent army will be in numbers hopelessly 
inadequate. It does not number nearly a million men,. 
and even three millions would be insufficient for a great 
war upon the modern scale. England might possibly 
be able to $end 5,00,000 men to IndIa at a crisis. but 
the vast majority of the troops would have to be raised 
and equipped in India. Surely this ought to be taken 
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into account when we are considering the question of 
National defence in India at the present day. 

But after all the main point that ought to be strongly 
emphasised at the present time is that what we need 
after the War is a change of attitude on the part of 
both Indians and Europeans. On the one hand. we
need a more statesmanlike attitude on the part of the 
general body of Indian Nationalists and a fuller recog
nition of the work that bas to be done in co·operation 
with the British Government before Home Rule can 
become a queshon of practical politics. The worst 
enemies of HOllle Rule are the people who clamour for 
it to be establ!Shed at once. The Home Rule for India 
League has cecently circulated a leaflet in England 
which askes that 'when peace returns to the world, 
such a change may be made in India's position in the 
Empire as will bind her by love to her fellow Domi
nions through the full enjoyment of Self-Government,' 
and demands that when the ~r is uver • Self-Govern
ment must be established in India.' This agitation i$ 
wholly mischievous, and can do nothing but harm to 
the cause it advocates. It will divert the mlOds of the 
less wise and less stable members of the educated class 
in India from the great works of education, social 
reiorm, industrial development and Local Self-Govern
ment that must prepare the way for Self-Government 
for India as a whole, and it will also alienate many 
Englishmen both in England and in India who arc 
naturally Inclined to sympathise with the Nationalist 
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cause, It will be a s~ious disaster If the National 
Congress identifies itself with this agitation. 

Then, on the other hand, we also need a new attitude 
on the part of Europeans in India, both official and 
non-official, towards the peoples of Indl'l and their 
aspirations, a new ideal for our work. a. new conception 
of the ultimate baSIS of our power. The all Important 
thing is that after the War we should cea~e to talk of 
the population of India as a subject people, cease to 
talk of ourselves as a ruling race, cease to base O'lU' 

Indian Empire upon force, cease the effort to impose 
upon the peoples of India a purely Western civlltsa· 
tion, and cease to allow our poltcy to be dominated by 
the fear of weakening the position of the foreign 
bureaucracy. We need to realise that we cannot now 
base the Government of India upon any other founda. 
tion than that of the Will of the Indian peoples, that 
we are here as the servants of the Indian peoples and 
not as their masters, th~ a foreign bureaucracy can 
only be regarded as a temporary form of Government 
and that our ultimate aim and object must be to enable 
India to become a Self-Governing part of thf' Bntish 
Empire and to develop her own civilisation upon her 
own hnes. How exactly this change okattirude will 
affect the detuds of Government and administration In 
India is a dIfferent question. There 1<; room for much· 
difference of opinion as to What ought to be the next 
steps, how fast and how slowly we ought to proceed, 
and what will be the wiliest methods of attaining our 
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end. But the all-important thing is to have a definite 
conception of the end itself, a clear vision of the goal: 
for which we are striving. 

HE1d~.y MADRAS 

Contribt,tetfto the Nineteenth C(mtu~. 1916 



Mrs. ANNIE BESANT 
lIS IeDDndilSg the resolution on s.J/-ll.f1VI,."me"t in tlte 

.cone""' 0/1915, Mrs. Besant spoke :-
Mr. President and fellow-delegates,-The resolutioQ 

which I have the honoar to second before you to-day 
ill perhaps the most momentous that has ever beeD raid 
before, the National Congress during the thirty years 
-of its splendid existence. For, not only does it 
ptotlaim the steps to be taken towards the attainment 
of sell-gowmmeat, out _!o it lays down principles of 
reform, which, if they are embodied in the Committee'';; 
report, will make self-government a .ft:ali.ty not in the 
-distant vista of time but WIthin the lifetime of the 
pre8{'nt geRel'ation, (applause) for, I find the bold 
demand is made that we should have an expansion and 
reform of the Legislative Council~ 50 as to make them 
truly and adequately repcesentatlve of all sections , of 
the peop\e; and most . vital of all, t() gIve them aD 
-effective control over the act of the E"ecutive Govern
ment. Now, if adequate representation is given, if 
effective control over the executive is granted, then it 
will be difficult to say that you have not got self
government in India. It is the Jargest step the COllg1~ess 
bas ever taken, and it will make tbe Congress 
memorable in the grateful memory uf the India of the
future. Not only so, but there ill the vital provIso' 
that the All-India Congress Commltte~ is to frame not 
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only a scheme of reform but a prograutme of continuous 
wod<,~~,., heM), educative' and propagudist ,Mar, 
h6c:&r} ; . not agitation. you must understand, but educa
tion aod propaganda. I am not cleVer enough to 
distinguish between that and popuUu- -agitation, but I 
beg you to cling to the words of the resolution which 
are doubtless statesmanlike and desirable. (L~"'tlhtM'). 

in the brief time that is ~ne, I wa.Qt. to put you 
three reasons for which this granting of kit. government 
is necessary. One is the practical reason of the need 
for legislation on certain vital points; the seccnd, the 
economic condition 0f the country, the most pressing 
reason , of aU; and thirdly. and vety briefly, th~ 
historical justific~hon for the granting of self-govern
ment to India. 

Now, as r~gards the first, the. need. for legislation. 
There are certain things that press upeD the nation 
which would·be rapidly altered if we had a majority, 
an effective loajority, in the Legislative Councils/," aDd 
if, as I bope, they be Wholly elected. What we require 
bas been lp,id down for 'us on very useful lines in the 
resolution. 1t wl!;S said, and J believe trufy said, that 
it was impossible for England to train India on her 
literature,' and, in the admiration tor her hoary 
institutions, to teach her that taxation without repre
senfltion was robbery and to expect her ~ remain. 
taxed and unrepresented and without any effective 
control over the budgets which Me passed yearafter 
year. Sometimes·people saytbat an inscrutable 
Providence .. ~ hal brought Great Britain to tbis Jand. 
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I see nothing inscrutable in it. Great Britain.,,,,,,ilen 
England came here, was tAe only free CO\B1t~ Sit, in 
EurOpe and Providence chose R.ei to eorpe tha't she 
might bring India into touch with Western liberty and 
especially Western institutions. (aPPlatlse). Tbe designs. 
of Provldt:nce on1)1 become inscrutable when you ha"e 
un1 Briti$h rule in India instead of the B::itish rule tbat 

. she ought to follow. Then you may well have a 
conundrum that you will for ever find It impoSSll1le to 
sot~e. 

There is another reason,--a very practical one-why 
we should believe that, if we have really representative 
instituttons, we shaH be able to carry the measures 
we desire. Thls Congress has been asking for 30 years 
for the separation of executive and judIcial functions 
and has not gamed it. But iN Indian States that 
separation IS already plade. Baroda has done it. 
Gwalior has done it, some of the smaller States aJrea'y 
possess it. And when you Q8ve self-Government you 
will not ask for it for thirty years, but you WIU make 'it 
in your first year. (applause). You have. asked for 
panchayats. Well, Gwalior. Baroda" Dewas 'and 
Patiala and oth~r State'> have already established those 
village Councils succt.S'if~ly, and yet in Srrtlsh Indla it 
is impossible to get them thoroughly rn fo()t. You wm 
sweep away that Arms Act, of which our Pre,dent 
110 pointedly complained; you will get rid of the "Press 
Act, which we have already protested against; you will 
get rid of the Seditious Meetinge Act; you wtll get rid 
of the power to intern witnout trial and to imprison: 
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shamef. revival of the old Bourbon barbarIsm, tblt 016 
~gulatiOli (Rtitliation 3 of 1818) which eXists only in 
IndIa to-day among all c.ivlhsed nations of the wprld. 

,T~ t a~ some of the reasonS wby we deman4 
-legi.la~e .assemblies witb a majority at lec:lst of the 
representadves of the peoplc. 

But take the~ economic reason. Take flrst, the 
incidence 'o( your taxatIon. It IS admitted by the 
GO\feI'nment that In India there IS no eliectt\'c mattlD 
of taxatlOD\ It "as been pointed out by Mr. Gokhale, 
among others, .that the taxation of this country trenches 
00 the subSistence of the labouler. Mr. Naoroji has 
fointed out that India's production IS only Rs. 30 per 
head. £ 2 a head, and yet we find that 10 1910 Impenal 
taxatlOn was 3s. 7~d. c:l iwad. You need to read blue 
books, you need to understand what IS going On aroun9 
~u. You have a laxatIon which threatens the bank. 
ruptcy of India by the rulO of her agricultural 
popwatiOn. The Hqn. Mrl Wacha ha$ told us-and 
there is no better authortty-that the Indebtedness 
of the pea~.lntry rises to 500 crores of rupees. (c,.,.. 'oj 
•• shame.") Is that no reason tot changmg the systellll 
of Government whIch produces It? I ask you to 
consider 1Q relation ·to thiS not only the questJon of 
taxatIOn b~t the admitted {act that India I.. the most 
heavily taxed cquntl'Y 1. the world,-not 1Q amount. 
remember, not in shllll.n~ ;cupees, but in proportion 
U> tbe~odoctLqn.9t die qI~ofher people (aPPlause). 
YO,u cannOt Pleasure taxatIOn by countmg the' number 



of coins; YO\1 mqst find tbe produce of the labimrers~ 
and"'!lee how much of that you take when you tax him 
for the benefit of the State. And .O"yoll are dealin~ 
with taxation, the next point to rem"ernl,er is that you 
have admittedly the most costly Government it) :the. 
civilised world, (appia'-Ise,) and therefore the ~sity 
for tpi~ crushing taxation. Nor IS It only that 'the 
Government is costly, but you have to remember 
that the taxes that are raised largely go' out 
Qfl4'th~ country 10 what is well-known as the dntin
that which Lord Salisbury called "the 61eedi.og Qi 
India," and he asked that the lancet shoold be used in 
the mast congested place. You have to remember that 
the drain out of the country runs to 20 mllhollS 
sterltng. That Mr. Naorojl has calculated. Another 
2,0' mllhons goes in vanous charges', 10terest on 
capital, etc., managed In the most ~xtravagant fashion .. 
YOll must remember. For, the railways apd, 
other companies have been ~lt With by the State 
as no ~usiness people would deal with them, anH 
had eveh sold their shares at par when they did 
Itl$t bring In the market even as much AS half ,the 
IflOney paid for tbem. I want you, younger men, 
.1 passIOnate youths" as you aret to turn ydut thoughts 
to! ~hese detaIls of ta,..xatJon and understand .why it is 
tha( vou demand\sel£-government for In@. ~hen [ 
ask you to remember the result. Now, ele.J.u 1 r-esolu
tions in previous Congresses have spoken ,of the 
horrible poverty of the people. They say the Con~ess. 
is a IUlddle class apd. upper class organisatIon. 



1£ the Congress were the Parliament of India, the 
poverty of the people would long ago have beea 
redressed {hear, hear). I find the nineth Congress, 
Resolution No.8, after concurnng m the vIews set 
forth in the previous Congres ,es, .,tate<:. 50 millions of 
the populatlon,,-the number IS yearly mcreasing-are 
dragging out a miserable existence on the ve,rge of 
starvation, and tbat \0 every decade several mUnOG! ' 
actually perl!;h by starvation. I find Sir William 
Hunter saying that more. than 40 millions of the peOple 
aJe always on the verge of starvation. I find Sir 
Charles Elliot saying that half the population Dever 
kndw what it IS to have a full meal. And these, sit, 
are not " impatient idealists." They are historians 
(applause) anq practical politicians. You have to,con
&ider that poverty; you have to realise what it means; 
you have to knhw the agony of hunger! and then think 
as Sir Charles Elliot declared, of ]00 millions of the 
agricultural population · who never have a full meal. 
Some amount of impatience is justifiable when the 
people are suffering to that homble extent. For this I 
te14 you: that my fear for Indm is not the passion\te 
enthusiasm of misguided yduths, but the spectre of 
bunger, the frightful spectre of coming bankruptcy, 
which means the 'most awful 6f revolutions, tbe 
~volution of starving people whom none can check or 
rein io, when once they despair of help. (bpPlatt.!~). 

The third redSOn is histor~l. Five thousand years 
ago, this conottv 'Was trading with ancient Babylon, 
and 3,000 'y~rs before the Christ down to 1613 aiter 
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Christ, t 'ere is no break in the commercial and in the 
industrial prosperity of India. 5,000 yearS! of self-. 
government behind you. "But th~ were "krs, there 
were tevolts." Read history before you 5pP.ak too 
glibly ~bout the dIsturbances in IMdieval and in 
anCIent India; for If there were wars here, there were 
wars t.here. Akbar was reigning when Queen Elizabeth 
was'On the thl"bne, and Queen Elizabeth gave the, first 
eharter to trade with India. In the reign of JameEI 
I the first tradlOg company was allowed to establish 
itself in Sural along the West€rn coast. Since tht.t 
time, in England, one KI0g was beheaded" a ~cond 
king waS driven out of the country, and two civil wart 
on behalf'of the exiled Stuarts have taken place. I do 
not know whether Indian wars were Sf) very much 
mote mischievous than the wars that prevailed over tbe 
whole of Europeduring those historical times (clpplau_); 

For, after all, is it not true that village organisation, 
went on through them all?" Is It not true that 
villages were left untouched, save when the Huns swept 
down with fire and sword? Is it not on r~cord that 
while the soldlers were fighting. ploughmen \\!lOre 
ploughing lhe land Within Sight of the battling army? 
I put this to you as a particular proposition: that the 
test of the goodne.;s of i. Government is tbe wealtp and 
prosperity of the people. While India goVcltoed berself. 
So long her'people Were so well fed that ell~ country 
in Europe fought for the right to have a Qbarter 
to traci~ with tbis country. That was tbe result 
of self·governl1lent in this country~ What~ .. faults 
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might have defaced that system, to-day our President 
has told us, that India is the most poverty.strick~n 
country in the world. I put the two things before ytJu 
as the answer to Ithe statement that We are not,; fit for 
Self-Government. I submit that 5,000 yent'S of Success 
are greater than the theories .of a few Englishmen who 
considet that Indians are not their equals. (applaUSf)' 
We are told in toe words of Mr. Edwin Bevan that 
India is a poor cripple with limbs broken, tissues lace" 
rated, tied up in splints and banda~ by the benevolent 
English physicians and she must not move lest the 
wounds should not heal. lndia is no sick man. She 
is a giant who was asleep and who is now awake. 
·(aplJause). 

Are you fit for self.government? Are you not sure? 
• Mr. Gokhale said-and he knew his people well,-he 

said tuat you are compelled to live in an atmosphere of 
inferiority that made the tallest of you bow your hea& 
and that the greatest moral wrong done to India was 
that she had changed in character under the present 
method of Government. These men who are here, 
representatives of India from every part of the land, 
these men are not the children of savages emerging from 
barbarism needing to be. trained in the elements of self
government by a Western nation. They are the chll. 
dren of heroes; the children of warriors, worthy to 
govern their own land,-(appZause), save for one cedson : 
ar)d that is that the very noblest amongst you seems to 
think himsalf interior to the Englishmen around you. 
Oa, if only you would trust yourselves, if only you 
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would believe in ydtU' own power (heM, hlar), in your 
own strength anq in your own knowledge (applause.). If 
Sir Satyendra can tell us that he st~face to ~ace with 
the :Viceroy, bas been an equal man in the -Viceroy's 
Co.uncil, can we say that an Indian ~ not worthy to 
,rule in his own land? Are we to think that be is the 
one sWAllow that does not make a summer? Are we not 
to believ,e, as I believe, Sir, that there are hundreds like 
fOU (apPlaUEe) who would show your own ability ;f they 
1iad a chanre to do so? . , 

And so I urge that this reSolution be thoroughly 
ean-ied out and that full reptdentation be given in the 
Legislative Councds, as a' ~eans of seJf-govf"rnment,. to 
India. And I pray of you by the memory of your past 
by the possibility of the greatness of your present, ana 
by the splendid future that lies before '':ou, If, as Sir 
Pherozeshah Mehta once said on this platform, you are 
not emasculated as a nation, stand up on your feet like 
men. For England ltnderstands,when poople meet her 
face to fade (applause). England is a country of free 
men and ~he does \'lot understand people belOg content
ed to be uuder the rule of foreign dommation. Show 
England by your courage that you are grateful,-as I 
know you are-for what she has dorie, but be most 
ktateful that she has taught you tbe value of free ln~ti
tutions and has shown you by the example of her 
history how freedom is to be woo, and how a nation 
bcomes s<!f·governlOg. (Loud alld cOl'lhnuea applause). 



THE H~'BLe 
SIR ~BRAHIM RAHIMTULLA 

In supporting the resolutio1' Ott SellGovernmellt in the 
Co1'~1'eSS of 1915. fife Hon'ble SIr Ibrahim Rahtmttll{a 

spoke aj follows '-

Brother delegates, ladles and gentlemen,-M'ay 1,10 
starting to 6~pport the resolution, make a personal 
grievance and a personal complaint agamst your 
President for having inVited me to a4dress this assembly 
after two of the greatest orators in India \ap/Jlause) 
have dealt exhaustively and 10 all ItS beanngs with th, 
most importadt re:iolutlOn that has now been placed 
before you. If the President has been cruel to me. I 
,appeal to you for a little personal indulgence 10 listen:. 
iDg to rae with a httle patience to euablp. me to put 
before you tbe reasons why I desire that you aho\lld all 
unanimously accept the resolution which is now before 
you. 

Mr. P,esident, ladies and gentlemen, it was two short 
years ago that, in speaklDg of the political atmosphete 
in India on a similar occasion, I compared the relations 
of the British Government with the people of India to 
those of a guardian and his words. I feel, and I bt:heve 
~very one of you Will agree with me when I say, that 
it is with fostering care that t~ people of India are, 
in the words of Mrs, Besant, being graduaJ1y trained to 
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appreciate the adfantages, value and benefits of free
institutIons. It is owing to-Itat connectiop that the 
guardian wishes th~ wardEt in Hl~nority to come
forward g~adua~y and reat:b that g01l1 of, ~Self-Go~erD. 
ment ! whlc&. is Jaid down Udder 4Jr~, Constitution. 
Ladies and gentlemen, there IS nothing more easy than 
~o tell you that we have feached I9.Jready the 'stage 
When ~e shall get self.governmel1t1lt once. I~p Dne 
would be more pleased or more grateful, no one wiU 
be more proud to realise that my countrymen have 
already reached a stage when they are capable of 
governing themselves without any outside help what. 
soever (HtJar, hear).' If that is so, then there is notbmg 
furt~e~ to be said. J The resolution which is placed 
'before you carries out in spirit the decl,ared creed of 
the Congress. The Congress lays down that we shell 
acbleve self·government under the regis of the BrltiSh 
Crown, and the measures that are necessary t.9 ~D 
that stage are enumerated, sama,of them at lea~;8 the 
resolution that is placed before you. 

Ladies and gentlemen, there is one thing more I wjlf 
say and that has reference to what I said before. I said 
India was the heritage of two rp.inor sons, kn-.u as 
Hindu and Mussalman (applause). I appeal that the 
best, the most patriotic manner in \\hich you. can ever 
reach that goal, which iii dear to tbe hearts of every 
one of us, is thrcugh the sincere and genuine eo-Opera
tion (applause) of the two minor brothers, so that they 
might, liand in hand, go and appeal to their guardian 
fot latger and larger, greater and greater political 
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privileges, which I c!lll ttl allowances for their 
maintenance. Ladies·b.nt gentlemen, you are all aware 
-t have stated once before-the cost of living ia 
increasing, cllat. n~ 1tre rrtuttiplying ahd we want 
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from our guar4lian at every step mare and more sub· 
stantial worms to take us to the goal which we have 
laid tIown for our guidance. 

Mr. President,l say that it is a good augury that 
both the League and the Congress are proposing to 
appoint committees (applause) for the purpose of putting 
their heads together and to art9,l1ge and formulate 
proposals and demands which maY' carry the Indian 
nation to the goal so dear to the hearts of every one~ 
( A pplaftse). 



DeWAN BAHADUR 
L. A. aoVJNDARAQHA VAl AIVAR 

In supporting the resolution on Sel/.GO'CJernment i" th, 
Con~"'ss of )915. Mr. L A. GoomaaraghQva Ai,.,
saul:-

Mr. President, fellow-delegates, ladies and gentle
men,-I beg to suppol't the resolution that has been 
moved by the Hontbte Mr. Surendranath Banerjea aDd 
has been seconded by Mrs. Besant, This resolution, 
yon will notice, ladles and gentlemen, lays stress on 
the fact tha~ th~d€'al of this Congress !s t~e attain
ment of self-go~nment withlO the Empire. You will 
notice that this resolution accentuates our determinatiOlil 
that we shall attain self-government by constitutional 
means. It shows that the form of self.government 
that we are anXIous to have IS one that is SimIlar to 
what obtained in the self-governing colonIes. It shows 
that we are determlOed to have a form of Government 
wherein the right that we shall exercIse shall not be 
any the less than what any other component part -6f 
the Empire as such is entItled to exercise. "This J:e!io. 
tution aha indicates that' we are perfectly prepared to 
have our obligations aqd to discharge our -duties, 
though they may be no less onerouS than the obliga
tions and duttes of any other part of the Empire. 
Gentlemen, tbere IS one other aspect of the resolution 
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wbich to me is speciaUy appealing., Bnd I hope it is SO 
to YOII as well. It is t~, that the attainment of the 
objects indicated IQ the resolution will ebable us to rite 
above that atmospbere of lnferionty of which M,so 
Besant has spoken. That atmosphere has corroded our 
souls and stunted our growth. We are anxiqus tbat 
we should show to the world that we are capable of 
dlichargmg more onerous duties than are entrusted to 
us, that we are prepared within the opportunitles that 
might be allowed to uS to n5e equal to the obhgations 
which tbe Citizenship of the Emptre means. 'We are 
aliQ anxious that England and the EmplC~ should 
know that we- feel that 10 the exercise of the rights we 
have not been given as full and free::t playas our'past 
histo~y, present conduct and posslblhty of the future 
justity. 

Gentlemen, WlthlO the lImited t1lne at my disposal, 
I propose to deal With the very few objections that havo 
been and might be raised to the pass ng of a resolutlon 
such as thiS. The objection drawn from the argument 
of embar&sment has been disposed of In hIS own 
inimitable way by the Hon'ble Mr. Surendranath 
Blanerjea. Gentlemen, it 15 by not passmg thiS resolu
tion. by not takmg the steps lOdlcated 10 this resolution 
that embarras!;ment would be really caused to Govern. 
ment. For YOll wtll recogmse that sooner or later the 
war will be over, and when the war IS over, there is 
bound to be a readjustment of the relatIOns among tbe 
various component parts of the Empire, and it Will theo 
be too late for india to take sleps to know her min4. 
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to formu\ate her own demand a.nd to te11 the Goyern
ment what with one united voice she is demanding for 
herself. If there is to he embarr~ent, if is not by 
taktng steps such as are indicated in this resolution. 

There is another argument that IS al$b advanced; and 
that is:'that if you inSist upon a resolution such as this. 
you are trying to make a bargain with the Government 
and that far from showing spontaneous loyalty ~o tbe 
Government you are taking advantage of their difficul. 
ties in order to m!1ke a profit out of them. That argUt
ment I repel with all the force I am capable of. Who 
can say when the war had begun, when everyone of 
us was anxious within the limitatIOns under which YI'e 

were' placed to do what we could for the pwrpose of 
advancing the interests of the Empire, when from every 
lip rose the hope and prayer that success should attend 
the BrItish arms and every thing that success to the 
British armS meant-which of us can honestly and 
conscientiously say that, when that prayer went fortb~ 
we th\)ught of the ultimate benefit that we, as members 
of the Empire, c.)uld expect to realise by t~ cessation 
or close of the war? How can it be sard that, when. 
Province after Province has hastened to do what it 
could for the purpose of advancmg the interests of the 
Empire, we ever thought of what it would be pOSSible 
for us to get after the closd of the war? It lS ~rfectly 
reasonable that the Government recognise that we, who 
are members of thiS Empire, must have some legitimate 
and reasonable programme that we can place befOfEt' 
them St) that they might be in a position to realiae what 


