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moat sacred duty of the Government to respond to that 
claim. ToW\rds the Hindus ollr attitude should be of. 
good will and brotherly feelings. Co-operation in the 
cause of our Motherland should be our guiding 
pcinciple. India's real progress.can only be achieved 
by a ,true qnderstanding and harmonious relation 
between the two great sister communities. With 
regard to our own affairs we can depend upon nobody 
but ourselves. We should infuse a greater splnt of 
solidarity IDto our society j we should remove the root 
causes and the evil effects of the process of disintegra· 
tion. we should maintain a sustained loyalty to, and 
co-operation with, each other. We sbould sink 
personal differences and subordinate personal ambitions 
to the well·being of the community. We must recognise 
that no useful purpose IS served in petty disputes and 
in forming party cOl'1'lbinatlOn. " We could not lose the 
sy.mpatlty of our ~ll·wishers in India and in England 
by creating a wrollJg Impression that "'e, as a 
oommunity, are out only for self· interest and self-gain. 
\Ve must show by our words and deeds that we 
sincerely and earnestly desire a healthy National unity. 
For the rest, the. 7o-millions of Mussalmam; need 'not 
feaf religious differences. A few days ago I cal1'e 
across a paragll8.ph 10 the Bomba, Chronicle the well
known dally paper of Bombay, with its editor. Mr. 
a G. Horniman. a friend of the Mu!Salrnans, who has 
rendered gfeat services to us. It is as follows: The 
following Incident reported by the Amrita Bas4' 
Pa#rika, may well be read with profit by those whose 
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perverse imaglBatlons, in .. pite of prooi$:totbe oontrary, 
always see in the ddTerence of religions. 10 India an 
l'tt'emovable bar igamst placmg Indians in ~'11gh ofticeLt 
of trust aDd responSiblllty. Th~ IS how H. H. the 
Nlzam just disposed ~f Hlodu-M"Ussalman diSpute lit 

his terntory. Well. for about a year or so there 
sprang up a quarrel between the Hmdus and the 
Mussalmans of Warrangd). about the bUlldmg of a 
mosque in a promlOent Hmdu 'locahty. In spite of 
many protests from the Htndu population tho other 
party persisted 10 construchng one. The HlOdus then 
appealed to HIS HlghneiS Wlth the result that 'he Wd 

pleased to appolllt a Committee of enqUiry, conslStlOg 
of two Mussalmans and one Hmdu to report on tbe 
matter. The report was 10 favour of the HlOdus, and 
HIS Highness has been pleased tor pass his ..ordeClil 
accordmgly. The achon taken by H. H. the Nu:a.m, 
it need hardly be added. was 10 aecordance with the 
tradmonal p )hcy adopted by the Rulers of Hyderabad 

CONCLustON 
Tr e Renal~sance of India really hes 19 our own 

hands. Let us work and trust to God so that ~e may 
leave a richer hentage to our Children th.tn all the gold 
of the world-FREEDoM-for which ftO sacnfice IS too 
great. 



THE HON. Mr. ABDUL RASUL 

SPeakinll. on tft4 ,.esmfltion on Sel/.Govemment in 'he 
A.ll~JndUJ Muslim-League. ~ucknO'W, in 19J6. The HOIi. 
M,.. Abdul Rasul said:-

It is known that England 'l3 the !'host freedom loving 
country in thE' wodd. It w}ls pointed out 10 another 
place bow all political refugees of Europe, found 
shelter in England. When England along With other 
powers advtlCated the cause of freedom, did England. 
think that India was not as educated as Som, at the 
other countcleS followmg? Most' of you know that 
England along with other powers advocated Self· 
ddvernment for the Balkan States. The people of 
India are better educated than the people of the Balkan 
States. Are we less educated and advanced than 
what Japan was fifty years ago when Self· Government 
WliS granted to the people of Japan? We lind that 
even the Negros in Sibena have Self.Government. 
The wording of our resolution IS mOitt mo~rate. and 
.. eforms, that We now ask for are only stepe tp a furtber 
measure of 9.;lf·Government. That is our goal. J 
hope the Government Will not consider OUI' deman4f 
extfall(agat'lt. It has been stated in SOJDe pap~rjL..that 
alter the War the Colonle~ would. have a large sllare 10 

the admlnistratlOQ of India. 1 do not know If that is 
COttect or not. ,We bve I»:It ruled by the Bngli. 
people. but certaiGly we sball object t~ be rulod by the 
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Civilians who cbm8 froih tbe Colonies whicb do not 
treat our peopl~ in a way that tbey o~bt to, bavlOg 
regard to tke fMt I u,..t that the IQd;tns, South 
Africans, Australi~ns, etc., ate aU-.bjects Of the same 
Sovereign. We know what our people want better 
than the Civilians wbo C9me from Soutb Africa. 
Austfalia, New Zealand and England. I do not mean anr dlSparagement to the Fmbers of the I.dlan CIvil 
SerYlte when I say that 10 95 caSes out of 100 they do 
• understand oue languages. There IS a great deal 
of rnisunderstandlOg about thIS question of Home R.ule 
or Self·Government. Our rulers and /\agIo Iqp.lan 
editOrs <)f papers say that our object 15 to drlve the 
Enghsh out of Ind18.. It 15 not the lOtentlon either of 
the Hindus or tbe Mussalmans to drive the English oot 
of India. If it is to be a settled fact'that the CoICllU4s 
are to have control over our affairs, we must inSist on 
bavlng our share In the control of the affaus of .tb.e 
Empire. Do not thmk that anyhody can say that ours 
is an unreascnable· demand., Understand that Mr. 
L. Curtts, who is here on the daiS has wntten a book 
called !t'Mtfrobletl$ of the Commonwealth and that it IS also 
bl,S object that we, Indians, should have a. plaee 10 the 
Empire not as a Dependency. but as ~ dominant partner. 
It'so, we welcome the suggestion In his book, but If it 
is not so. we muM strongly object to the ColoIlle5 
havIng afty sbate in controlling the affalta of Ind •• 
The Governpr-General IRud the othdr day m Calcutt&. 
that he would be dishonest if he held out any b0pti8 
that oUr progtess ~£1Uld be ·l'apid. I say equally 
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deter'llinedly and equally respectfully that, if our 
rulers do not grant us refOl'DlS, which are so reasonable. 
yet if vre go on appeal~g and ap~g to the British 
people in spite of what be, Lord Chelmsford said, our 
progress will be rapid. The English people have been 
very cautious, but at the same time if we caa !how to 
them the justice of our cause, I have no doubt the 
British pulalic would come forward to grant what we 
want withiq a few years. After the Boer War the 
British statesman granted Self-Government to South 
Afriea. When We are shedding blood in the cause ei 
the British Empire, are we to be debarred from having 
that measure of Self.Governrnent which, Boers, wbo 
Were enemies of Britain, obtained within a few years 
of the annexation of South Africa 7 (Loud and continu
&d a,Pplau$e). 



SIR RABtNDRANr\TH TAOORE 

The following '8 a 'hmftil$g 8"mma.~'of a' lectW1'e 
.f'fCenfl"~d/Jliv"ed ~ Dr. Tagor. at Calclltta 011" Th~l$gs 
~f1.fl ''''/i/IfJ as the M tJ.9ter dasires." 

" I have grown grey as I haw watched, year after 
1et¥ how, at the least shower Qf rain, Chitpo,e Road, 
W1 frGllt of our lane, becornes Booded. and how the 
d4.scqthfort of Its being uoaar water is emph~ised for 
us and the wheels of our luckle<;s carriages by the 
underlying tram tracks, which on this road, are in a 
chronic sta.te of being under repairs. ~ 

I have latterly begun to think that it is p')ssible not 
to aUow this kind of thing to go 00' that, in fact, one 
gets on ever ~ much better for not allowin, it to go 
on--and that the contrast between ChitpQre Road 1ll1d 

Chowringhee is driven home to every o~ who glJeS 
about with hiS eyes open. They both belong to ~d 
are part and parcel of the same city, the same manici

"Pality •. but what we are willIng to sufter in the northern 
part, they are not willing to stand in the soutb. 'We 
await our Ma!;ter's voice; they insist on bemg their 
own mastel"$. 

The right of being onlt's own master is the greatest 
.of man's rl~Qt5. sa this country. in which aU te~ 
logs,and injunctions, ~l rules and ubservances, have 
been directed tbwards ~eeping this greatest ot rights 
'$upp~d, wQete pa.' are clestroyed lest footsteps 
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9hould stray, where in the name of religion mao 'ls 
humiliated and abused,-has naturally become the 
grea1est of slave factories. 

Our mode'tn bureaucratic rulers hllve taken to 
gravely offering us the saine counsel: "You are unfit, 
you will make mistakes, !telf-govemmet\t ~ not. fot 
you." These teachi~gs of Manu and Parashar soupd 
stnmgely out of tune when repeated in English and 
rouSe us to gIVe the reply which the spirit of Europeall 
civilisation itself has taught us :-" To make mistakes 
is not so serious a matter as not to be ones OWn 
master. Truth can only be arrived at, if one is free to 
t:rr.," 

\Ve mAy go further and remind our bureaut::ratk: 
mastecs that the flaUtomobiJe of self-government, which 

, < 

th~y noW 50 proudly drive in their own country, was 
net always there; <l.nd that the creating of the old 

I • 

parliam,entary cart, which first began its journey in the 
n'lltht 'joltiltlg its WAy from the rut of one ·precedent to 
another, did not sound exactly like the music of a 
tClurnphal pro~ress. "He .... It u~d to sway from inte
rest to il1tertst,"'"":-Of the king, of the church, of the land 
Ibra, of the brewer! Was tlicre not a tIme wben its 
members' could onty be made to attend under threaJ of 
penalty? And \alklng of blunders what a tale could ~ 

,unfolded of Its old relatiuns\vith IrelandJlnd America 
and Its blazing mdiscretions m tbe Dardal1eBs and 
Mesop0t'a~ia, to say nothing of the not incons\derable 
list which mIght be, made ou~ for India klone. 

And We have fim~IJv ~ stiJI mO:e important' point to 
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urge. Self-Government not only l~ds to ~ffieiency 
and a greater sense of responsibility, bat it makes fC!lt 
the uplifting of the national spirit, when those ~ose 
minds are now confined withm ttJe parodhial limits of 
community of Village are given the opportunity of 
thinking and acting imperially. then alone can they 
realise tbe vision of mankind In its larger Sense. 

Therefore in splte of all risks of muddies or blunders 
We. must have Self.Government-this and this _lone is 
the soverelgn'cure of all our national distempers,,\. 

The same helm serves to steer to the left as to the 
right. And we must not forget that there is a funda
mental principle which must be grasped before matt. 

can become true either socially or politically. Each 
individual has no p'lrticninr law tq guide hil1\. He 
must have a command of the univel'lallaw if he would 
be successful. The mental co\\ardice which compels 
ps to await the master's voice before we can act has 
shaped the very fount of all our national tlspiration~ 
and endeavours. What mastet? Any master, be he the 
elder at home, the p6lice .. daroga." the priest or pundit 
<ll' apyone of the ,numerous eVil Spirits 10 whose altar 
We have sacrificed all our indlvidoohty and independent 
thinking, 

¥d yet there. waS a day In India when the Upani
shads taught of the Eternal and Universal Inw, tbe 
know~e of which is science. It 15 this SRl'ue science 
wbich has given EUrope the courage to say :.-' Malaria 
shall be dliven off the Earth. Lack of food and lack 
of knowledge shall nbt be allowed in the homes of men. 
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Harmony shall reign in the political world betwe<n the 
cOmmonweal aIld the rights of the individual." 

To-day, all the world is praymg to be relieved ftom 
sub:sel'Yience to the dictates 01 masters and super-men. 
Awakened by the modern Spirit, we are yearning to 
join 10 the universal chorus of democracy. It would 
have been our eternal IIhame had We failed to do so, 
bad we proved our undYll)g y*nlOg for some ma!:tter's 
voice. It IS of happy augury that we have caught a 
glimpse of the truth and are s~11 able to respond to It. 

I know that we are open to the same retort, which 
the Brahmin gave to the Sudra of old that this 
.fundamental pnnciple of Bntlsh policy does not apply 
to us. But, for all that, let u<; not refuse to beheve in 
humanity and bqman just.ce. Let us continue to 
behave as though power IS not the only thmg great 10 

the British regime, but that the prmclp]es on 
which It IS based are even greater. When the Sudra. 
jOined hIS palms tn submiSSion to the Brahmiolcal 
decree of loferlorlty, on that very day Wab due the 
pit for the Brahmllls' downfall. The weak can be no 
less enemies of the strong than the strong of the weak. 
We shall not do the Entlsh the dis-service of weakly 
assisting them to belie their own greatness. 

That the people are most cancel-ned in tbeir dWn 

Government is a truth greater than the Government 
itself. This is the truth which gives strength to the British 
people. This is the truth which is also our strength. 
If we fail to hoM on to this tr1J'th, the Government will 
lC'Jlle sight of it likewiS&. If we do Aot believe and 
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trust in the British ideal·of Self.Governtl'llJnt,~. 
police must needs tyrannise over US and the ef<'lrtlr of 
the Magistrate to protect us will be una.jaili.ng,j tnen 
\\om the god of Prestige continue~·detr:and its ~uman' 
victims a nd British rule in India give the lie to ~*Ilit 
British ideals. 

After a hundred and fifty years of Britibh m'le we 
ladr to-day that Bengal is l'lOt even to be aHowed to 
sigh OVE-r the.troubles of her sister proVlDce of Madras. 
Up till now we had been led to believe that the fact 
that UO<¥f ~e same British sovereignty the provinces 
of Bt!ogal, Punjab, "Madras and Bombay were aU being 
welded into a uniformity of Ideal and aspirauon W!l\ 
one of the brightest jewels of the British croWn. We 
are told 10 the West tllat Bntam entered thl51 war and 
faced death accounting the sorrows of Belgium ?nd 
France as her own; and are we to be told m the same 
breath in the East that Bengal must not botha her 
head about the troubles of Madras? Is this a command 
to v,hich we are prepared .to 'bow the head? Do We 
not kn J\V for certain, 10 spite of the vehemence of Its 
utterance ot the load of shame which lurks behmd ? 

England came:. to India as repreStntlOg Europea.n 
~iv,ihsahon. The ideal of that ciVilisation 15 the word 
she has pledged to us. We m,Jst hold hf;:r to ~hat 
word. ,It is our duty not to allow her to farget It. 
Unless botb parties do their duty forgetfulness and faU 
will be the mevitable con~quence. SCience, comrade· 
ship and self· respect of the ptluple, this 1S the wealth 
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~pe has acquired. This is the consideration on 
~",.. be based England's tule to the Empire. 

Th~ zt1Sg1~hm~ may pnint to his own history ~ 
say "This grQBt Ideal of the government of the people 
l.I.,'. t\i6 t-...t\nle was evolved by us through many a 
U'T~ ,\" !r-"'r 
str • ..nd at the cost of much.. stclVlOg aod sacnfke." 
I .<tmit it. All pioneer peoples 9,.£ the world, in the 
PQnult of their several quests, havo had to pass through 
much error and sorrow and strife. But when they 
have gained the truth they sought, it has become 
available to others without their having to ~read the 
same long road of error and sacrifice. 

In America 1 have seen Bengal youths becoming 
experts in th~ m~nufacture of machines without their 
having had to retrace the whole history of the steam 
engine beginning from the boiling kettle. , What it 
took centuries for Europe to evolve it took but little 
time for Japan to transplant, roots and all, to her own 
s:>il. So, far from being convinced of any reason for 
delay, we mayan the contrary urge that it IS just 
because We are deficient ia the qualities which are 
necessary for self· government that practice in governing 
oucselves IS all the sooner necessary. What of the 
democracies which are the boast of the West? Can we 
not rake up enough of sin and crime and every kind of 
enormity from amidst the European peoples? Had 
there been any Over l...rlrd to say that tHl all these 
coatmue to eXISt Europe shaH Dot have self.government, 
then not only would all these have remained as they 
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are, "ut all possibility of theil' cure Wbwd hue 
deputt4. 

I dQ nO$ deny that we have our weaknesses in our 
individual cha,*cters and in our ~I systcln, Still we 
want ~K.goven:ament, In the great demoCratic festival 
of the world no one people havf' all their lights 
burnmg-<yet the £estwal goes on. If for sometime 
our light has gone out, may we not ask for it to be lit 
at the wick of England's lamp without thereby raising 
a howl of IOdlgnatlon? It Will not detract from 
England's I1ght but surely add to the brlghtnc!SS of1he 
world's Illumination. 



H. H. THE MAHARAJAH OF AL WAR 

AI a banquet gwen ;" honou, of H. H. the Jfahorajah 
Qj Bikatter at the Tai Mahal Hotel. Bomba~, the Maha
rajah of Alwar in the course 0/ Q tong spuch said ;--

Your Highness, ,if at this War Conference there 
should be any question regarding the future of our 
country, it will n0t be necessary for yOIl tl') speak 
of out: great Plst. OUf ancient civilisation is still 
a source of admiration to the people'of other lands, and 
cannot b,Pt ~ the cause of ~egitimate pride to the sons 
and daughters who have been born of the 5011. But no 
nation can live on .its past alone. We are determined 
that the superstrt¥:ture shall be bUilt to completion on 
the <i!l.me religious foundation, and that the future 
of our mother country shall be as equally great, if not 
greater than What it Was in the ancient days. We are 
all naturally anxious to raise India's position in 
accordance with her ancient glory, India has nothing 
to be~. But at the present time, it has not even the 
opportunity to dalm or ask that our Aryavarta may at 
least be put in such a position that she may be able to 
hold her h~ad alongside of other sister nations of the 
Empire. We are not going to embarrass the Govern
ment who guide the destlOles of this ctuntry with such 

.questions at the present moment, as it is ne~ary for 
u.<; to concert all our energies towards our common aim 
ot ultimate success. We feel confilent that, wh::n tbet 
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moment arrives, we shall not be forgotten or JeEl 
behind. Is it possible that a nation which has drawn 
the sword for protecting the liberties of weake.: 
ll9.tlons, such as Belgium, will o\'Clpok out rights and 
claims to raise our heads on a footing of equality with 
the otbe, Dominions? When the War is successfully 
over and the British people extend to India their band 
of comradeship, entrust us to wield the destinies of our 
own country, Your Highness can assure them we 
shall be as ready tQ grasp their hand with feelings 
of warm gratitude and emotion, as we have been 
to discharge our qutieo; in the present crisis. When 
such constitutional changes take place. it is not possible 
to think that the destinies oj 'our one-third India arc 
likely to be ignored. We 'rest in confidence at the 
present moment. 



H. H,I THE MAHARAJAH OF BIKANER 

At a brlnquet Riw" in hOllOf/,. of H. H. the Maharalah 
." B,k &"6r at the Taj Mahal Hotel, Bombay, His Hig1",ess, 
tn the course of '"s repl", said:-

We have every ,easun to feel confident as to the 
future of India, and I think that, if We rdtect on the 
ready response and gratitude which stir the hearts of 
millions of loyal Indians at each l\eW sympathetic step 
or generous measure taken by the BritIsh Government 
for the am~lioration of the condition and <;tatus of the 
people or the political advancement or the moral or 
material developffiP.nt of our mother country, we can 
feel proud of our ~countrymen. And rno'>t of all we may 
be proud when we regJrd the sacnfices 10 blood or 
treasure that have been cheerfully made by prince and 
peasant alike in thiS colossal struggle, when our 
countrymen have tought shoulder to shoulder with our 
English and Colonial brethren for God, King and 
Country, and in the cause of freedom and humanity 
without any idea of reward or recompense, but glad 
firmly to grasp the hand of comradeship and fflendship 
extended to them by their brethren of Great and 
Greater Britain, for wh,ether we come from the terri
tories of British India or,those of the Indian States we 
are all Indians who are entIrely united in loyalty and 
attachment to our King-Emperor, in our affection for 
our mother country and in our deep and genuine solici
tud~ for our. brethren of all creeds and communities 
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throughout India. And I know I am voiclDg the feelings 
and sentiments of Your Highnesses when I further 
state that we of the Indian States, who yielded -to no 
one in the whole of the BritlSb..,Ja:mpire In steadfast 
loyalty and deep devotipn to the Person and Throne of 
Qur King-Emperor, happily find it quite consistent to 
be at one and the same time in the best and truest 
sense of the term staunch loyalists and hnpenahsts as 
well as true patriots of our mother country, deeply 
sympathising with all the legitimate aspirations of our 
brother Indians 10 British India, just as much as we 
feel sure our brett.ren in British India sympathise with 
the legitimate aspirations of the Princes and people 01 
the Indian States, and our desire to see maintamed 
unimpeded our dignity, pnvileges and high position. 
The begtnnlng now made In accordirfg India her proper 
place in the Empire is wise and sagactous measure that 
will kntt England and India still closer together, and 
that it will further strengthen the ties connectlO~ India 
With Great Britain which all ..yell-wishers of the Great 
Bntish Empire earnestly de'Hre. I would ltke to be 
permitted to say that I am not speaking any idle words 
m an irresponsible or I1ght hearted manner, but that I 
am express 109, my honest and firm conviction when I 
say that this and many other signs are good omens, full 
01 bright promise for the future of Indta. The daughter 
State has proved that tt woulCl, as of old, always faith
fully stand by England through thick and thin for tbe 
honour and glory of the mighty British Empire, of 
which she considers herself an integral part. After the 
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end of this terrible world·wide War. who can doubt 
that the angle of vision as regards India will be still 
further altered in favour of every reasonable and right 
political reform? Close personal comradeshIp on the 
battle-fields and the common bond of loyalty for the 
Sovereign and love for the Empire have further more 
led to a slmllar favourable change 10 the angle of viEion 
of the Self-Governing Colonies and the other parts of 
the Bntlsb DoIUIOIons which for the first time are 
beginntng to realtc;e and understand IndIa at her true 
worth. Big changes are m the air, lOcludmg the 
reconstruction and reconstitution of our EmpIre, and 
though at present the ImmedIate energies of all of US 
must be devoted to wmnmg the War, yet when by 
God's mfiOlte grace the arms of HIs ImI'enal Majesty 
the King Empe:K>r and those of our brave Alhes are 
crowned With VIctory, an event which happily IS already 
IQ Sight, I smcerel} beheve that BritIsh statesmanship 
and Brltlsh sense of justice and fairness Will rise equal 
to the OCCaSlOtl, and accord to our rountry that place to 
whIch her position m the Empire and her loyal serVICes 

to the Cro\\-n entItle her. We may, therefore, confi
dently assume that Gr~at BritaIn and the BritISh nation 
who have so bravely made, ,lDd are SbU makmg, such 
tremendous sacrifices to uphold the cause of justIce 
and humamty, Will I,lot forget the just claims and 
asplratlOns of India to enable her to work out her 
clestmy under Brltam':, gUldlDg hand and protectIOn. 



LORD BISHOP OF CALCUTTA 

The Lord Bishop of Calcutta in the course oj hiB 
sermon at the St. Paul'.s Cathedral on tlte Waf' Anniversa,." 
da~. 1917. s"id :-

Our cause remains to-day what it has always been. 
the cause of justice. mercy and f>od falth, tbe cause of 
truth and of liberty. We are still fighting to prevent 
one Power from destroying the hberlles of some states 
and dismembering others, and from ImposlOg upon the 
whole world the theory that • might 1S fight.' 

But there are signs that under the strain and ex· 
asperati(')n of protected warfare we are tempted to be 
unfaithful at heart to the object for which we are 
fightlOg. We have all realtzed that if Germany won 
this war. the world would have to accept all the 
atrocities which the Germans have committed 10 It as 
parts of the recogOlzed custom of War. Vet in this last 
year both in Parliament and in the newspapers men 
have urged that we ought to comnut atrOCities upon, 
the Germans under the name of repClsals. If we did 
this we should be givlOg Hie sanctlan ot our example 
to the commiSSion of atrocities in war. If we do not 
uphold the customs of civilized warfare. who will be 
left to do It? We must be very straight and plain with 
ourselves. If we commit, or approve of our soldierf 
committing unjust or merciless or dishonourable acts, 
we have hut little right to say that we are fig~lOg for; 
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jtlsti~. mercy and good faith. It is then hypoctilty for 
us to bring our cause before God to-day. 

But it is not only against the German methOd of 
eonducting war that we are fighting. We are ,fighting 
against the German priqciple that the strongest nation 
ought to subdue and enslave weaker ones. If this 
principle were accepted. there would be no end to .... ars. 
and the strongest nation. might always plead the excuse 
ryf Germany that it "was making these conquests with the 
object of spreading its own superior civilization. We 
stand for the right of nations to live and grow accord
ing to their own God-given nature, whether they be 
great or small. Here again we must keep our own 
. C'on~cience clear. \Ve have become the paramount 
power in India by a series of conquests in which we 
have used Indian Soldiers and had Indian allies. We 
have rcmamed the paramount power in IndIa because 
the indian peopl~ needed our protection agamst foreign 
foes and against internal disorder. \Ve must now look 
at our par.lmount position in the light of uur C)wn War
ideals. The British rul<;: In India mllst aim at giving 
India opportunities of self-development according to 
the natural bent of Its peoples. With this in view, the 
first object of its rulers must be to train Indians in 
self-government. If we turn away from any such 
application of our principles to this country, it is but 
hypocrisy to come before God with the plea that our 
cause-Is the cause of liberty. 

But whIle cur cause has remamed the same as we 
have pro£etlled it smce the war began, recent events 
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have given it a new meaning. The adhesion, of the 
United States to our side and the revolution in Russia 
have added a new element to the ides that ",e are fight. 
ing for liberty. We have hitherto'treen fighting for the' 
liberty of nations from enslavement by other natioDs. 
Now we realite that we are also fighting for the 
masses of the people within each natbn. We are 
fighting for the democratic Idea. With eyes enltghled 
and with hearts uphfted, understanding our great cause 
more clearly than m the begmnmg of the War, let us 
pray that we ma.y be more worth of our cause. 



Mr. SVED WAZIR HASAN 

At a meeting of the London Indian Association held 
at the Caxton fbll, WestmiDister, (1913 October 11), 
Mr. Syed Wazir Hasan, Secretary of the All-India 
Moslem League, delivered an address 011 " The Hindu
Mahomedan Problem in India." Dr. J. N. MEHTA. 
presided, and there was a considerable attendance of 
members and friends, including Sir Mancherjee 
Bhownaggree, Mrs. Sarojmi Naldu, Mr. Mohammed 
Ali (Editor of the Delhi" Comrade ") Mr. M. A. Jinnah, 
Mr. J. M· Parikh, and Mr. H: P. Lal (Secretary). 

Mr. SYF..D W AzlR HASA.N. who Was cordially 
greeted. then addressed the meeting. The subject (he 
said), with which he was to occupy their time was of 
very great sigOificance and importance to the in
habitants of a country which contamed, as it did. 
about one-fifth of the whole human race, and it was 
of no less Importance (0 Great Britain, of which India. 
in the words of Lord Morley, was practically the only 
Empire. Upon the right solution of it depended the 
future of their mother land, and also to a great extent 
the future of the great Empire to which thf:Y be
longed. Of course, India was neither wholly Moslem 
nor wholly Hinduf nor, indeed, was India synonymous 
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with a combination of Hindus and Mussulmans. But 
he meant no disrespect to other communities in India 
when he said that the Hindus and the Mussulmans 
formed the two main communitiee- of Tndi~, and her 
future depended far more on the establishment of 
proper relations between them and the adjustment of 
those relations to the position of India in the British 
Empire than on the relations and position of other 
communities mhabiting India. It would be obVIOUS to 
any but the wholly insane that it Was possible neither 
for the seventy millions of Mussulmans to exterminate 
if) any manner or way the two hundred and twenty 
millions of Hindus, nor hr the two hundred and 
twenty millions of Hindus to get rid of the seventy 
millions of Mussulmans. They should not go back too 
far into the remote past. and rake up old nvalries, nor 
\\'ere they likely to get at the truth ID hlstones most 
often read by the educated Indians of to-day, fot It 
was only too often that the honest and labOriOUS 
chronicler's hand was IDvlslble therein whtle the 
shadow of the politician loomed only too large. But 
abol1t six years ago, when a new educational policy 
came to be pursued in India the positIOn of th~ two 
commumties were not exactly the same. The M'lWo
medans tlad practically \05t their Indian Empire, but 
like: all proud but fallen people, they disdained at the 
time to learn anything frorn their new teachQtS. How
ever natural this spirit of defiance and this ha'hlt of 
sulking might have been, no Mussulman could look 
back upon it except to lamept the c:riminal neglect of 
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opportunities which were provided for Mu&sulmans as 
well as the Hindus in India by a generatIon of EngJtsh 
men whose name was blessed 10 all educated and eul. 
tured Indian households, and would continue tc be so 
blessed by comlOg generatlons educated on the hnes 
marked out by those illustnous and bent-volent Engli!'h 
men. He was lOchoed to find the causes of pre~ent
day" antagoni~ to the extent that It eXIsted in the 
difference of temper of the two communIties when edu
cation on modern hnes was first lOtrodur:ed mto IndIa. 
\Vlsely enough, and qUite naturally, the Hindu com
mUnIt) began from the very first to take full advantage 
of the new ~ducatton, and Its present evolution was due 
to the foresight and adaptablhty of Its leaders sixt) 
years ago. Unfortunately for the Mussulmans, they 
remaIned for a long time in the stupor that followed 
qpGJl theIr dt'cline, and the dIsappearance of their domi
nIon, and It sf'emed very unlikely that they could be 
roused from that condltJon by any mdlvlduals or forces 
workmg at the time. But happIly tor them, just at the 
ttme that the HlOdus began to attend In tDcreutng 
numbers, every day the schools and colleges estabhshed. 
by Government and mIssionary societIes 10 IndIa, there 
hVf.d amongst the Mahomedans one who, although the 
product of anClcrrt Eru.tero education, and surrounded 
by the envlron,nents of a penod of dechne had a 
s1,lffidently dear VISIon, anda far·slghtednessthat made 
him realise the Importance of a change 10 the form and 
th~ conte.nt of educatIOn. He meant, of course. SIC 
Syed Ahmed Khan, the greate&t Mussulman of the last 
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century, and one or the greatest Indians of that period. 
No one in India had worked harder or all sounder lioes 
for the unity of India than did Sir Syed A.nmed, because 
it was due to him that Indian M'Msulnt.uls took to 
English educatlon. and when once the two communities 
shared the same temper as regards Western education, 
.and the educational dispanty between them was 
removed, • national umty would be assured. The 
l,"ak:utta University waS founded \0 1857. and thirty 
years after that memorable event India witnessed the 
-establishment of the Indilln NatIonal Congress. 

THE EXAMPLE OF THE CONGRESS 
I 

In this interval a new generation of men had come 
into prominence, and was beginning to guide the desti. 
nies of their fellow-countrymen. The teachings of 
Western poets and political philosophers had noVJ 
begun to bear fruit; aRd the first mandestations of the 
-effect of the trammg whIch India received at the hands 
of Its rulers now became viSible m an orgamsed form in 
the Indtan NatIOnal Congress. The Congress was, 
therefore, the result of the ordlDary process of evolution 
working during the preceding thirty years, and was. as 
such, an embodiment of Indian polillcal conSClOU5ness. 
These thirty years were unfortunately not utilised by 
Indian Mussulmans In the same manner. But the ('ogi. 
tation of Sir Syed Ahmed, for \\'hom the dnwnfall of 
Mussu!man and -the cataclysm of the MutlOY of 1857 
Were a rude awaken 109, resulted in the foundation 01 
the Mahomedan Anglo-Oflental College at A.ligarh In 
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1877. and it was no mere COincidence that it took the 
}'{ussulmus also exactly the same period of thirty 
years after this epoch-making event to estabhsh their 
first pohtical organisation. In the space of these thirty 
years interventng between the foundation of the Aligarh 
College and the establishment of the Moslem Leagde 
in 1906 a new generatioo of Mussulmans had come Into 
prominence, and had begun to shape the dCflmies of 
their co-religionists. The foundation ot tbe League' 
was, therefore, the first manifestation of the dawn of 
polit ical consciousness on the Moslem bonzon in India. 
The study of the poets aod phtlosophers of the West 
which had brought about a new pohtlcal consciousness 
'to the Hindus twenty years ago, brought about the 
same consciousness to the M us:mhnans twenty years 
later. In 1886 the1 Mussulmans could have taken no 
USeful part in IndIan pohtics, and. In fact, he felt 
cert;uu that With theIr Ignorance at "that time, and ill 
the temper m whlch they then happened to be, their 
participation in IndIan politics would have reacted un. 
favourably on thlir Hindu fellow-countrymen also . 
•• He who plucks an UllrIpe fruit must expect to find it 
sour." 
THE MAHOMEDANS AND THE MOVEMENT 
It might be asked that if the Mabomedans became 

copseious of their pollttcal entity twenty years later 
than the HlDdus, why dId they not join an already 
existing political organisation Instead of formlOg. as 
they had done, a separate organISation of their 8WQ. 

His reply to thiS question w()uld be two-fold. In 



304 India's b'a;", /of Home Rul, 

the first place, the gl'owtb and evolution of the two 
communities. although similar in character, Was not 
the same In point of time. Those who started Oil 
their journey late in the day could'Wlt hopd to catch 
up thOSe who began theirs Wlth the dawn. But it 
was pOSSible for Mussulmans to leartl a _grea.t deal 
from the lessons which experience has taught to the 
'ijtindus. and either by dlscovermg short-cuts or 
making forced marches to catch up their fellow 
wayfarers on the road of progress. And here he 
would make an appeal to hiS Hindu fellow.country
men to lend every assistance they could to the 
Moslem laggards, for 1£ they were to work together 
With the HLOdus the two must march shoulder to 
shoulder. Even lD politics magnaOlmlty was often the 
best polley, and lQ thus appealing<to Hindu fellow. 
countrymen to be magnanimous, he "'as not appealing 
only to th'elr magnamInlty but also to their politICal 
sagacity. The continuance of educational dlspartty 
between Hindus and Mussulmalls would retard the 
growth of a common nationality, as the e:nstence of 
such a dispartty retarded common action In the past. 
Political unity could only be established between 
those who were equally well educated, and 1£ Moslem 
co.operahon appeared at all necessary, It was the du~y 
of hiS fellow-countrymen to assi:n In removing tt,e 
eXisting disparity, and any help o!1'ered to the Mussul
mans in edllcatlOn was one more stone put on top of 
the others 10 the construction of the nahonal edlhu. 
ConSidering that so many things and institutions which 
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were common to-day in lndia were the results of 
study of English people' and their institations, and 
of a conscious or unconscious imitation of them,;t 
was not to be wondered as if in gazing into th~ future 
of our country they were liable to tbink a little too 
often that it would be similar to that of the country 
which brought to them their newly-found political 
cons~busness. But it was only too true that Jndia 
was in a hundred and one things unlike England, 
and they would once more be quarrelltng with the laws 
of Nature if they anticipated a political futuN for 
India exactly the same as the present condition of 
England. The hi<;tory of India for many, many 
r.enturies, and the temperament of our people in the 
East had to h!l taken into account. and it appear
ed to him that they would be falling in their 
duty as nation-bullders If in decidmg upon the 
rmthod of attlltning salvation, they attached the same 
vaJue and significance to dlffprences of religion in India 
as was done in England. In the £ut r"ligion was 
something more than a matter of rituai, S9metbing 
more than a set of spiritual conceptions. It often pro
vided a social polity, and gave a distinct colour and 
,;hape to culture. When he "canned the skies he saw 
the vision of the future to be one of a united India, but 
the union appeared to be one not of individuals but of 
communities-a politIcal entity on federal lines ... 
unique in constitution as their circumstances-a federa
tion of faiths ruJ 1_ strong than a federation of States 
1n America or of kingdoms in (Yermany-a union 0' 
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people" not like to like but like 10 dltfereaee. itolt
reverent each and reverencing eacb." The llUlin thlfl~ 
to consldac was not whetbel' two people enter ~be sam" 
houae from two different doors or f~ one door. but 
whether they entered the same house or not, and 
wh~ther they carne to it aDlmated wlth(be samcdesires 
and chensblOg the same Ideals. If be might be per
mitted to ~y so, too much tune bad been spent 10 dls
QUSSlDg the quesh:m of different doors, and It had been 
forgotten that they bad to 11\'6 In the same house. and 
th"t II they VI ished to hve together, It \\ as better ~o 
hve in concord and harmony than 10 conflict and 
hostility. 

THE GROWTH OF GOOD FEELING 
Often and often ,enough the pohtlcal orgaDlsahons 

of the two communities had worked 6n the same llDe. 
In recent years, and the representatives of the two 
copunumtles m the varlOUS legislatIVe bodies of Ind,a 
had fought shoulder to shoulder agalOst despotic 
measures and pol!cles. The most' recent maftlfestatlOo 
ot the deSire to VI ork together had been the senes of 
meetlngs which had been held In Allahabad, Calcutta, 
Madras, and Bombay. The last of which had taken 
place at CaVlDpore, and an account of thiS had Come 
to hand by the mad. They" ould find that Mr .. 
Mazu·ul.Haque, the dIstinguIshed champion of 
Indian Unity, had made a remarl..aple speech. In thIS 
a,l.eetlng. he might add, more tMn two thousaud 
Mussulmans partlcipated. It would'llot do to rmstake 
\hde slgns.for an ebulhtlOn of Moelem temper .,.,bich 



would subside as quickly all it had ansell. These WM 
\ 

symptoms of the effect the't education ()n similiar H .. 
had produced on two communities living side by side 
'and l'eCOgdising a common destiny above the existen<:e 
~ separate entities and the din of communal clnimt.. 
The new ideals 'which Were being cherished by the 
present generation of thl! Mussulmans could not but 
open new vlstas before theIr VISion. Th':!f saw-aftd 
SIlW with 1\ steady gaze-tha~ tb~ progress of their 
common mother-land mast depend on a hellCty co·opera
tion arnong all her Son!!. Side by Side With the 
recognition of their pecuhar conditions the Mussul
mans, too, had begun to form conceptions of broad~r 
obligations and Wider responsibilities to their country 
as a whole, and while not quarrelling wlth the 
existence of separate communities as separate political 
eMities, it was possible to progress towards the {onna
tioh of a nation in India evolved out of a gradual 
process of eliminating and lUJOlmislOg the points of 
differeace arid developing and Increasing the points of 
~ncord between the two great c;ommunitle5. Ev~n if 
he differed from some of hIS fello\\-countrymen in his 
solution of the problem of nationhood, he was not any 
the I_sincere and ardent m his desire to acfiieve the 
goa,l which they allJtad in view. The glaring monotony 
of Indian public life was the result of forcing the 
Il-wakeding mind of the people into a cast·iron mould 
that 'might break, but would not bend. It was a 
stiauow prulosoph1that sOl1ght to find unity of effort 
through a.qnifc+rmity of opinion. It was idle to expect 
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public men to res~od to fresh inspiration, and to 
initiate fresh forms of public endeavour 50 long as 
freedom of thought waS suppressed by those who 
controlled the only efficient IOstrum~t thllt democracy 
had evolved for the organisation of public will and 
intelligence. 
THE MOSLEM LEAGUE AND ITS OBJECTS 

He WGluld now place before them certain recent 
developments in the orga,nisation of which he was the 
chief executive officer-the All-Indian Moslem League. 
It WIlS felt that there must be a political ideal tr,r a 
political organisation. In Aprtl, 1912, there issued a 
Circular letter from the office of the All· India Moslem 
League to all Its members and oth!:'r leading Mussal. 
mans inviting their opinion on the subject. It was a 
matter of extreme satisfactlOn that the viewS of a large 
majority pointed to one and only one end, and it was 
that Moslems must place on their programme as their 
ideal a system of self-government suitable to India 
under the regis of the British Crown. This ide~1 was 
placed \>efore a meeting of the council <,?f tbe 1\11-
India Moslem League h~ld on December 31, 1912, 
under the presidenlshlp of his H1ghness the Aga 
Khan, and eventually the League gave Its confirma
tlOn. That Ideal runs 10 the following resolutlo~ :-

.. The objects of the League shall be in-ter a'lia 
attainment under the regis of the Britisb Crown of a 
system of self-government suitable to India through 
constitutional means by bringing about amoapt 
others a steady reform of the existing system Qf, 



administration, by promntint nauo .. t unity. " oy 
fostering a public spirit .among tbp. people of r.ilia, 
ami by co-operation with other communities for the 
said purposes." 
1'Ilis clause indicated not only the ideal towards 

which a steady march was being made. but it also 
attempted, to a limited extent, of course, to point out 
the steps by which they might approach nearer to tbe 
goal LO view. Let them noW analyse tbe c1ause-" By 
a steady rdorm bi the ex.istang system of administra· 
tion." This indlcated that although no revolutionary 
reforms were contemplated. neverthel~. the MU8IuI· 
man mind was not uocon:;CltlUS of the defects in the 
administration of the country at present. It was oBvious 
that the tllQCoinery with the help of which India is 
gO\'erned was mote or less a century old. It was pre
posterous to contend that the India of to·day could be 
well guvarne.d with the help of the same machinery. 

THE IDEAL OF SELF·GOVE£<.NMENT 
The second portion of the clause stOQd thus- II Uy 

~moting national UOlty." Ho\\soever they might wish 
for a speedy formation of an Indian nationality. it must 
evolye out of the circumstances which ay;ose under 
political activlttes in different dlrectlOQs. It could not 
be .. let there be a nation, and there is a nation." The 
llKillA nationality J,llust be founded up4n the bed.rock 
of a Wllty of ideals. The methods of working for the 
attainment of those ldeals mlgnt differ. He maintained, 
therefore, that the ldeal ot selt-governrlJent which tbe 
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AU·India MOilem L~gue bad placed OR its propuame 
w-' an important step towards the formation of tbat 
great nationality for the building of which aU fGdians 
were aspiring. The last portion ~ clause tall as 
follows :-" By co·operating witb other cotnmullities 
for the lutid purposes." Their Hindu brethren had 
been invited to meet the Mussulmans in confereuce in 
wbich they could discuss the preliminaries t.o concerted 
action, Bnd if he waS spared the strength to talee up 
this pleasant ta~k, the confereI"Jce should be convened. 
He would now quote a short paSS8ge from a message 
which his friend, Mr. Mahomed Ah, and himself. lett 
behin.d for hill fellow-counlrymen when leaving ttle 
shoAlS of India:-

.. But the object of our journey is by no means sec· 
tarian or exclusively communal. We firmly believe 
that the progress and well-being of the MussulfJ18ftS 
are bound up with the progress and well.being of tbe 
country in which they live. The present carries in 
its womb the hopes and fears -Common to every com· 
munity in India, and we shall be falling in our duties 
not only as Indians, but as M ussulrnans also, if we do 
not strive during our sojourn ill England t6 convett 
our fears into hopes, and to materialise the hope& 
wbich we share with all our fellow-countrymen!' 
He hoped they would accept this as a tcue indet tJf 

the Moslem heart, and he appealed to bUt r"to". 
Cbuntrymen for patience, toleration, and good.wift 
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THE CRITICS OF THE NEW MOSLEt.( 

He could not conclude without pa$sing reiereace tt 
chitnerical dangers pointed out and needle$ll wamiap 
indttlged in by a certain section of th~ Anglo-Indian. 
press, which had iound an echo in the correspondence 
columns of an important Englash journal, but it was 
not only to these people that he addressed hi~1f 
when he saad that the unity of Hindus and Mussulman& 
was not to be a unity in opposition to the British 
Government. Often and often to the history IOf political 
()rgamsations a unity in oPPl)5ition bad proved to be 
both ephemeral and weak. It was true that they 
wiShed to uOlte in attacking from two differ$lt sides 
the citadel of bureaucratic, and, in faot, despotic 
('ule, and all· the abuses which it inevi~b1y 
brought jn its traIn, but he was astonished to find that 
.tbe unity bt>hveen HlOdus and Mahomedans wbich 
every Bntish administrator in India bad so long 
preached was giving rise in the official mind to 
considerable embarrassment and uneasiness, nOW that it 
was at last going to be practised. He would not insult 
these itlustrious aeministrators by accusing them 
of hypocrisy, but they must realise that the education 
whith Indians had received, made them some· 
what critical, and unless they dissociated themselves 
from aU ideas of being hostiJe to Hindu and MussuJman 
unity, Indians would not be equally ditposed to 
,::i~ them credit for perfect sincerity. Tbey "'ere 1ldt 
!io foolish 1M to. believe tbat sp.lf·govemment eould 'be 
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achieved in a <lay. It would only follow tbe gl'<>wth and 
development of a common natIonality. If they were to 
believe the journals to which be had referred, the 
Maho~edans seemed to be very mUlllh hke the chIld ill 
the nursery rhyme-" When he is good, he is very. 
very good, but when he IS bad be is hornd." Was it 
sane to imagrne for a moment that Indian Mussulmans. 
h1eant to exterminate the British and oust the Bntlsh 
Government from India simply because, follow 109 
sloWly in tbe \\ake of tbe Government of IndIa, they 
had now come to cherish the idsl of self-government, 
to which ruch a clear reference was made in the now 
memorable despatch of that GovernmeRt, August 2), 
1911? Was it natural to expect that In spite of yearsoi 
Western edUcatIOn which had gUlded other commumues 
of India 01) the path ot progress, Inchan Mussulmans 
would be content to live like the women of anCIent 
Rc.me in lot state of perpetual tutelage? Was It wise, 
was It even in the interests of the contlOl1ance of the 
British eonnexion with India to distort for the ultimate 
'tulers of India the legitifnate hopes and aspirations of 
educated Mussulmans into a moment of anarchical 
charader? If it was believed thJt a \\lse PrOVidence 
could not neglect the growth and progn.ss oi a fifth of 
the Whole human race, they must beheve that British 
rule in India to-day was providentlal. The sheet"anchor 
of the Oriental mind was a faith in PrOVIdence. Let 

'. 
them all hold fast to tha.t faith. but let them Dot forget-
those beautiful lines which may be addressed to unity. 



Mr'. S-,eJ Was;,. HtSsan 

.. Thou wilt come, join men, knit natiOn unto nation. 
But not for us who watcb to-day and burn. 

Thou wilt come, but after what long years of trial, 
Weary. watching, patient louging, dull denial." 



LALA LAJPAl RAJ 

A r"ell'larkable article b" I.ala Laipat Rai has beell 
1mbhshul itt a Boston (U.S. 4.) ttewspaper. The foUqwinlt 
411 the extract :-

1 have often been asked how India feels about the 
war, and what is her position. India's interest is 
,neither purely altruistIc nor absolutely disinterested. 
Sbe is interested in the results of the war a.; she 
hopes for a radical readjustment of hf!r political 
celations with England, or, for the matter of that, with 
the whole world. She aspires to a position worthy of 
her past. Her people desire to be in -their own country 
what other people are in theirs, as it is only (hen that 
she can make her proper ~ontribution to the wotld 
ethics and the world culture. 

l{EADJUSTMENT AND REVALUATION 
Then, again, this war must result not onlYI in tile 

f'evalu;ttion of political standards, but also in a revision 
of ethical and moral ideals. India has a valuable 
contr;bution to make towards this revaluation. This 
ceadjustment and revaluation must spring {rom tl spirit 
of co-operation and goodwill, not only between thp. 
different nations of the world, but also betWeeA the 
differen~ reltgions of the world. That is only possible 
if India is treated justly and generously and given her 



legiitimate place in the comity of nRtioD5, and if her 
pohtical disqualitications and dlSllbiUties are ~ 

THE POLITICAL AWAKENING 
At present th~ world sees India ~ iib othel thu 

Indian eyes, and generally with the eyes of prejud~ce
the eyes of Empire builders and Empire rulers. She 
suffers a great deal flom misrepresentation and 
misappret, ens \On. 

However, we need not unearth the past; wbat we are 
just now concerned with is the present. There can be 
no denying tbe fact that ever sinc"! the Russo-Japanese 
war India has been astir. A ke~n desire for political 
libertres has been sh')wn by all classes of her people. 
The general awakening of India has attracted world
~lde notice.' A flatlOnal party hJS come Into existence 
who do not accept the present polttlcal arrangement 
as satisfactory or honourable. Some of them desire 
complete independence, olhers \\ould be contented to 
rematn within the Brttlsh Empire on the Same footing 
as Canada or A Istraha or South Africa. They have 
proved theJr fitness by every test recogmsed under the 

INDIANS AS FIGHTERS 

It is now an established fact that even as fighters 
Indians are infetlor to none. Many a posttion lost by 
the purtely white troops in this war has been regained 
by the Indian&. Their valour, their resoarceful .. , 
t1leir stamIna, their mdifference to d'!l\th. tbeir JkiIl, 
have aU been pUt to test. The unanimoa opioioe 
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of all competent observers- is in their favoor. The 
&itishpress and the French press.·' ana eveo tM 
German press, are full of praises for thell).· Yet they 
are fighting in strange environmbrts, in a climate 
of whkh they have had no experiepce before, among 
'people (both friends and foes) whose'tanguage they do 
'not know. 

THE GRIEVANCE OF THE ARMS ACT 

Tbe fighting capacity of India is simply inexha.UStible. 
IDClia can throw into the wer mil\iOns of fighting men, 
if they are properly armed. At present a General Arms 
Act prohibits the use of arms by Indians in general 
except under a license from the magistrate, wni¢h 
is granted very sparingly, and for very strong reasoos. 
Even the constitutional party aI]lo')ng - the Indian 
Nationalists feels the humiliation olbeing a disarmed 
nation and strongly objects to a continuance of t~i;; 
policy. It demands tht: repeal of this act or such 
modification of its provisions a~.will enable the bulk of 
men of property and education to C:lrry armS. When 
the war elods this demand is' Sure to gain in volume and 
intensity. and it will be impossible for the ~uthorities to 
I'esist withQut creating a serious disaffection in the 
country. 

THE INDIAN .. INTELLECt.pAL. " 
As for intellectual equipment, theit ~llt(:Uectual 

capacity bas never been denied. But· education is 
Qeithel'compulsory nor free. The populatioos.!'f 
300.000;QOO lo. an area of over a million. square miles 



has only live universities to satisfy their craving 101" 
1ntel1ectual food. In the matter of scientific, tecbl'.licaJ) 
and vocational education. IndIa is decades behin4 
£urope and America. There is hardly a high·datl 
tecbnological institute in th~ whole country. To get 
up-ta-date education Indians have to go to Europe 
or seek the hoopitality 0f American universities. 

It is obvious that this can he done by few only, and 
sometimes the best of the Indian students cannot get 
proper education to enable them to sh.ow the best in 
them. Yet the few that have gone to Europe or have 
come to America have held their own againBt local 
students. In the British universities, Indians have 
on many occasions beaten Britishers on their own 
ground; occupied the highest positions in all depart .. 
ments of knowl~ge. mathematics, olassics, history, 
political economy, SCIence, mcdiclOe, surgery, law, and 
p!lilosophy. In India itself the opportunities for 
original and research work nrp almost nil. Post
graduate work is very little prOVIded for. Yet in Jess 
than fifty years the country has produced a TagoN 
and a Bose-one on the literary side and the other on 
tbe scientific. 

AS LA WYERS AND STATESMEN 
As for capacity for legal and political work, it is 

admitted by tlae British administrators that the \\orld 
knows no more keen and acute la wyers and clever 
debaters than the Indians. With tbe Indian Press Act 
I\!.ying down limitations on the liberty of the press and 
with 4' sedttioa H laws always banging over their heads 
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like the sword of. Damocles, the Indian politieian& ha.e 
h~Jd their own. Th~ is no lack of statesmanship and 
public, spirit in India if there were only &elds for 
its -display. 

There is another part of natioaal life io which India. 
lags decades behind the otber big count~es of the world, 
namely, on the indllstrlal side. For iOrnetrme it was 
said that Indians were lacking in ent~rprise and in 
commercial g~nius. The difficulty i;; that lndra is.not 
iree.f:o determine and follow Its fiscal poltcy. That 
policy is laid down for it from London, and the jnterest~ 
of Great Bntain loom very large. Even if the 
Government of India, as at present constituted, were to 
determine a policy in the interests of India, primarily. 
they would not be allowed to do so if it is in any way 
militated againat the commercial interests of Great 
Britam. 

WHAT SELF·GOVERNMENT WILL DO 
With Self· Government the industrial regeneration of 

India w:U come as a matter of course. It will remove 
the present embargo on IndIan immigratIOn to other 
countries outside of Asia. Self·g<:verned India will 
loom large in Vvorld politics. not as aggres:;or or 
exploiter, but as a .contrIbutor to the genefal happiness 
of mankind, and to the moral and ethical uplift of the 
race. Hindus are the most tolerant people on ~rth. 
With self.government gained IndIa will be a great 
moral forc~. It will add to the glory of Great Brttaki 
1f she gets it Without bloodshed. She has deserved It 



by her conduct in tbe pllSt. She is' earning it MW "It fbe battlefields of Europe. Sb" can be a never .. 
ending source of strength to the British EI0pi .e. IJ 
4ealt with, justly and lihrally. 

WIi~T INDIA WANTS 
The "Christian Science Monitor" contains the 

following report of an interview ,,'hieh its representa· 
tive at San Francisco has bad \'11th Lala Lajpat Rai. 

The well.known Indian Nationalist leader, who has 
recently arrived in the United States from Japan, said 
that while a majority of the educated and half-educated' 
Iadians, as well as the lower classes, wer~ 10 favour of 
Indian self-government, and while there had been out
breaks! and acts of sedition, there was no possibility of 
an upraising 91 till people against the Bntu;h Govern. 
ment. 

10 regard to the concessIOns that the British 
Government is likely to make at the close of the war 
in favour of Indlan autonomy, he observed that the 
talk of a more liberal rndian poltcy among British 
publicists, and even by the Tory Press, led by the 
LoOdon .. Times," at the begmning of the war, haa 
recently ceased or changed Its tone, mdicating. in hiS 

opinion, that the prospects of substantial concessions 
in self.government were not noW so bright as the} 
seemed to be at the beginnlOg 9£ the war. 

Indian politician!! might be divided into three 
~5CS. First, tbere were ti.e extreme NatlOoalists; 
second. the motJerate Nationalists; and third, those 
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who were frankly in favour of the rule of the 
British Government. The Extremists based theit" 
propaganda on fundamental grounds. They did not 
believe that the Bntish would ev";r voluntarily graAt' 
them freedom. They were, therefbre, opposed to 
making petitions and sending mem~s. Some of them 
wanted absolute" swaraj," Rnd SOme of them qualified 
.. sNaraj" oft Colonial lines; but everyone of them 
'believed that neither was possible except by active 
'l'evolt or suceessf1al passive resIstance. They felt 'that 
they were not now in a p06i.Hon to organise, Gut that, 
in the meantime, it was their duty to do as much as 
they could to ,embarrass the Government by following 
the tactIcs of guerrilla warfare and by conducting a 
t-errorist campaign, They said th.llt they must keep the' 
flag flying, no matter how heavy thefr losses. In their 
opmion It was the only way to earry on their pro
paga.nda and make it effective for impressing the country 
and gaintng fresh recrUIts to their cause. 

The Moderates, on the other hand, those of the 
Indian Nattonal Congress, who wanted to conduct 
their agitation on constitutionflilines within the lirhits 
of law, were not in favour o( embarrnssing the Btitish 
Government. They Were opposed to aU agitation, 
leaving everythmg to tile good sense of the Government. 
Many of them beheved that aiter ttte war the Govern
'ment would make large political conces9lOnt, and that 
the country would makE' a material advance on the road 
to self-government on Colonial lines, Many of the 
members of this, body, however, could scarcely be 



Latll Lai/ltlt Raj 321 

distinguished from those of the third class, \\-ho were 
'out-and-out loyalists. 

The programme of the Moderate party, that i9, the 
'dedlands that they were lik~ly to make on the Britisb 
Government at the cl()Se of the war, had not been com
pletely formulated, but the substance of the demands 
might be classified as folll)ws: Repeal and modification 
of the Arms Act, making it possible, At least for men of 
educati.}O and property, to keep arm:; without licenl;e ; 
some provision for the mlhtary training of Indian 
youths j army commissions to Indians; improvements 
in the position and prospects of the Indian soldIer; a 
change in the constitution of the Imperial Executive 
Council so as to admit of more than one Indian being 
appomted to it; "hanges in the legislative councils; a 
non-official, elected majority in the Viceroy's Council; 
dirf'C't election; removal or restrictloRS 10 the chOIce of 
candidates; freedom of debate j freedom from the 
embargo of the Secretary of the State fnr India in fiscal 
legislation. Similar changes in the provincial counr.ils 
wij,h provincial fiscal autonomy and greater freedom in 
provincial legislation ; executive counCils for the pro
VlDceS that were wltnoat them j a provISion that each 
council should ~ave at least two IQdian members, and 
that the latter should be elected. ,Compulsory prnnary 
education, with ample provision for technical, commer. 
cial and scientific education; complete separation of 
judicl8.1 from exec-utive functIOns with high courts in 
,\(lce of chief courts in eac.h of the provmces, and 
an extension of jury trials; governors in place of 



lieutenant-governors and chief ~omml C; l()ner~ 10 aJi 
the provinces; exclu'Sive or gt least luger employment 
of Indian agency In the pUQlicsel'\t~; inauguration of 
industries under Governm~f1t patronage wIth a protec. 
tive tariff and ample provision for technical and mdus
trial education 10 the country. the holding of 
simultaneous competitive exammations In lndia for all 
branches of the Indian services for which examiuationo 
are beld in England ; the repeal of the Indian Press 
Act and other coercive and repressive laws put on the 
statute book \\ ithlo the last ten years; better treatment 
10 the Colonies with freedom of travel and emigration 
or freedom to bar the Colomals from holdmg any 
position in India; freedom of education; local seli
government, freed of offiCial control from village uUlons 
upwards. 

HOME RULE FOR INDIA 

The .. Christian Commonwealth" for July 29, 19i4 
eontalOs a lengthy Interview with Lala Lajpat Ral. 

It is observed at the outset that SlOCe the rejection of 
the India CounCil Bill by the House of Lords the 
question of British rule \0 Il'Idia has ceased almoSt as 
suddenly as It began to intef«'$t'the British people. 
But at the best o( tupes interest 10 India is confined to 
a small section of the people. 

Sometimes, but very rarely, we have a dIm apPf'cben.ion 
of the fact that the blessmgs of I3ntlsh rultt are not 
altogether apprsculted by the Indian people. We hear 
of a NatIonalist mo¥ement. Travellers tell tatl-Sf 
disturblDg stones of the unre!lt that prevails. A few 
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Acglo·Jndiaos wlIP baYe spent years among tha.t people 
~am as in grave t*sttbat dds unrest wilt one day come 
to a bead. But on tbe wbole, the Britiih public and tbe 
Rribsb Parliament DelVer thitW. about India in any sense 
as a country with a soul of Its 0.-0, wblch 'lees visions and 
'dreams. And we are shocked and startled bv the sugges. 
tion that in her 4re"ms India sees hers~lf as a self. 
governing country. 

Yet to tltis conclusion events in India are certainly 
tending. The rejection of the India ,-ouneil Bill is 
another step on the road that leads to the formula
tion of a claim for Home Rule. 

THE REJECTION 
OF THE INDIA COUNCIL BILL 

We regret the/ejection of the Bill, not because we 
regarded that measure as a considerable step tn the 
direction of assoclatlDg educated Indian opinion with 
th~ Government of IndIa, but because the refusal of 
even that small concession of repleseolation in ~~~ 
Bill will make the progres" of o~ . constitutiOqal 
agItatIOn very difficult. 

It gives the extreme section a handl., against us. The 
constItutIOnal movement In ifldla IS viewed wIth SUspiciOn 
on botb sides: by the younger generation of the [ndilln 
Nationalists as well a'l by the Government. TillS result 
will make It harder for us to confine the NatlOnahst 
movement withlO constitutional limits. We are stronglv 
opposed to vlOlmt methods of propaganda. But we sball 
fie~ ourselves ' powerless to stem the tide BoWing m that 
dIrection If we are to have o .... r pr<JpIJsa/s rejected 10 thiS 



"324 lnd,a 8 Claim !Dr Hoitre Rule 

way. It can only foment unre&t and Ifiad to c(mspirat;. 
and vio'lenc:e If the mass of the peof;Je of india become 
convinced that our constitutiQJIaJ Jlr~anda. i} shown to. 
be powerless to ~eure the .,..forms We liaVfJ !'et\out to WiD, 

While leaving the nem . step to be decided by the 
Congress at its meeting I in Dece~bt;r next. LaJa 
Lajpat Rai is personally in favour of abolishing the 
Secretary of State's Council altogether, as serving no 
ugelful purpose. 

It IS a citadel of bureaucra.;y. It stands In the way of 
the government of India being reconshtuted Oil proper 
hnes and of Indian claims ' being considered. It can only 
be justified In its contlOned eXIstence by maklOg it an organ 
for the expression of Indian oplDlon. If It IS not to be 
that, It IS worthIeS!;. EIther It ~hotlld be abolished or 
IndIan opiOlon should have adf'quate and effectIve 
representation upon it. And we hoped that might De 
achIeved by allowmg some form of electIon, at least ac; Sar 
as the Indian members are concelDed. 

THE DIFFItULTY 
OF THE INDIAN REFORMER 

The difficulty of the situation is thIS. The prese~t 
constl~utlon ot "the Leglslatj-ve Councils leaves much to 
be de'iued, In spite of the" reforms." The value of the 
mUnlclpal.boards as popular assembhes is largely dis-, 
counted by the preponderance of offiCIal members and 
Government nominees. Any sort of vigOtoUS outside 
propaganda is hindertld by the Press Act and the Public 
Meetings Act. 

We are muzzled. l!lie cannot brrng tmy strong pre~sure 



to bear upon the GoVi8rnment. It proves tbe iDeff~iveq~ 
-of.ordinafY politic:al PFOq&gaDda. and dri,es all qitatloa 
DDderground. Educated people caD only taite part io 
.pablic life by SpealQiDIJ aad writicsg. and our ~tivjtles in 
tbis WlJY are (ettri9ted tp a degree that the Eaglh.h people 
cannot ,.liso. The only other. danael of service open to 
us is socia! _vice. and tbat is limite'; by the fact that tbere 
IS little we can accomph!ob by means of reform from 
within. 

THE DEMAND FOR SELF·GOVERNMENT 
Self-government for I ndia on the same lines as it has 

been granted to other parts of the Bntish Empire i~ oae of 
the Ideals of the National Congress. Anglo-lndiaos lay 
that it IS impracticable. The ettremlsts amoag the Indian 
Nationalists say tblU It is Ilnposslble: they do oat believe 
tbat the Bntlsb tulers of India will ever consent to it. 
The direction tbel[ propaganda takes is therefore obvious. 
They do not believe in the ideal of self.government wlthio 
th"e Empire. Tbey want absolute autonomy ano IDdepen. 
dence. The model ate section amoDg the Indlao 
Nationalists are prepared to accept the contlDuation of 
British rule. They desire self·government witbin the 
Empire. We have already some sort o{ municipal 
franchise. It is hmited. as 1 have shown. But it can be 
extended t.) the CouDdls and gradually developed. This 
is our aaswer to tbose who say that it is impracticable. 
We bave no answer to those who say that it is impossible. 
aud who poiilt to the refusal of our very moderate elaims 
for representation by the British rulers as eTidenoe tba 
~stitutional'metbods of a.gitation are futile, 

It is admitted that the mass of uneducated Indian 
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opinion is not vocal, &lid that the onlY vocal section of 
the people is the educated class. BlU it i.a that. class 
that leads the others. It is drawn from all c\:Iasses. and 
represents all gradl:lS. From them""ftte unrest spreads 
to the masses, as definite ideals abel claims 8I'1tmore 
aad more clearly and firmly formtifated. A'ad Lala 
Lajpat Rai's last word to the intervie'Wer t&tbat unless 
something substantial is done quickly to associate the 
IndilUl people more closely with the government of 
t}teir own affairs, .. the situation, already sufficiently 
~rious. is likely to become morE; grave." 



Mr. SyeO HASAN IMAM 

111 Sl8 course of his Presidential add~ss at The Bihar 
S[Jecia/. provinctaiCongress held at Pat"a, on At/gust 26, 
1917, Mr. Ht1J;an lrna.'1II. spoke as follows:-

Gentlemen :-1 have alwayD been of opinion that the 
educatton Imparted to us in thIs country is calculated to 
impress upon us too milch of our duties to the State 
but very little of our rights. Perpetual insistence ott. 
our duties to the State and its visible embodiment -the 
officials-is the one keynote of a foreign educational 
polioy, and one Stlp.s It at the very first glance. For 
example 10 a book recently brought out by a member 
of the Indian Edflcational ServIce in this province
called Select Passages O/J D,d~ 10 the State for the purpose 
of.' reading, analysIs and trdnslation in schools and! 
colleges' the learned complier decl:ues 10 the preface 
to It that the extracts collected • have been chosen with 
a view to emphasising the duty we owe to the state and 
to one another.' Nl)w I haw nothing to sayagalOst 
and In fact much In fav)ur ot teaching our boys the 
duties they owe to one another, but I venture to think 
that infuslllg young minds with the notIOn that they 
but GWe duties to the State, wIthout teaching them in 
the same breath that the State also owes, in a com:8-
ponding measure, duties to its sllbjects is not to fit our 
ye.ung men t~ become self-rel!pectmg and useful citi
zens of the Empire. It is hardly fair to our young ,men 
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to ransack classical writers on politics, from , ~to and 
Aristotle to Mill and Spencer-as the GOmpiler of the 
book in question bas done-with a view to stuff their 
brains with passages on their duties to the State, with. 
out simultaneously enjoinlng 9n t,iem toe one .great 
lesson our people stand badly in nee({ of learning, that 
the State is for the benefit of the people and not the 
people for the benant of the State, whether 10 India or in 
any other country. Viewed in thiS I1ght it IS not SO much 
tbe people who owe duties to the State as the latter to 
the former. But unfortunately thiS very necessary 
teaching is not imparted to our young men either 10 

schools or colleges or even when they have entered the 
world. The pohtical atmospher~ lD thIS country, in 
which we live and move and have otlr bemg, is 90 

redolent of • Duty to the State' and huien with official 
vapour to such an extent that even meet lOgs expressly 
called to record our loyalty to our Sovereign are o.ot 
supposed to be able to do so unlesi preSided over by a 
high executive offiCial. It IS there tore that 10 the abo 
sence of any IOsistence on the State's duties to the 
people, it devolves upon us to carryon as vigorous. 
active and earnest a constitutional agitation as we can 
with a view to teach the people the great lesson that 
the State eXists tor them and not they for the State. It 
was this lesson which our revered and patflarchal 
leader, Dadabai Naorojl, who has just gone to hiS rest, 
emphaSIsed from the presidential chair of the IndiaJ;a 
National Congress when he presided oYer 1t for tl\e 
tQltd and last time, at Calcutta, In 1906. kis 



memorable words-so fuU of deep signi6cance anel ear
nest patriotism-may Well be recalled by us at this 
time and laicl10 heart. Our great leader exborted til 

.in words of burning eloq uence as follows :-
Agitate, agitate over the whole length and breadth 

of India in every nook and corner. All India must 
learn the lesson of sacrifice of money and of earnest 
personal work. By doing that I am sure the British 
conSCience will tnumph and the British people 
will support the present statesmen in their work of 
givtng India responsible self·gov.:rnment in the shortest 
possible period. We must have a great agitation in 
Engl:tnd as well as here. Agitate j agItate meanS 
inform. Inform, inform the Indian people what their 
rights are and why and how they should obtalO ,them 
and mtorm the BrItish people of the rights of the 
Indian people and why they should grant them. The 
orgaOlzation, which I suggest, and which I may call a 
band o[ political miSSIOnarieS in all the proVIOCes wiU 
serve many purposes at once-to inform the people of 
their rights as BrItish citizens, to prepare them to claim 
those rights by petitions and when the rights are ob
tained, to exercise and enjoy them." 

In 'lleeting to-day we are to some extent carrymg out 
the mandate of our revered leader, who has been 
rightly designated the father of constitutional agllation 
in thIS countty. The two points which the ProvlDcial 
Congress Committee have thus kept in view in convene 
inS this sessi\:m of the Congress are firstly, the 
declaration of Richard Cobdeo tbat 'repetition is tt:.,t 
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essence of agitatiOft and secondly, the leseott-embodied 
in Herbert Spencer's famous dictum thtt alien truths 
can be forced on minds rell1ctant to reeet.Je them only 
by means of repented iterations. 

PERSISTENT AGITATION AND THE 
BUREAUCRACY 

"nlcse two dicta, the first of the most persIstent and 
the most successful of Brmsh conslltutional agItators 
and the second of one of the greatest political thmkers 
6f the 19th century, should constitute the watch-words 
of oar public activities. I have not had the same ad
vantage which some others in this province have had 
of coming in contact with the members of the great 
bureaucracy wbo have been the arbltors of our desti
nies for DOW over a century and a h:tlf, ever since t\1at 
memorable date, 12th of August, 1765, on which the 
grant of the Dewany of Bengal and Behar was mnde 
by the Emperor Shah Alam to the East IndIa 
Company. But 10 this officlal-ndden country where, 
as I have already pointed out, "even demonstrations of 
loyalty are organized and presided over by officials 
1)0 one can hve without feelmg sooner or later the 
impact of the Indian bureaucrl1ocy. Now as I fully 
believe that there is a soul of goodness In things eVil. 
I shall be the last person to deny the virtues of the 
bnreaucrats who have wielded and "tin wield the 
dstlOles of our country. These VIrtues are bemg so 
CODslantly dinned into our ears by thenUelves that Jt is 
~t hkeJy that we can forget them. The latest glonfJer 



of bureaucratic self -complacency, a member of the 
Indian Civill service, in his recently-published ~ 
called Th4 &tonom.c L.fo of Bengal Dastrtct. sketches 

'with a rare modesty the unparalleled achievements tn 
this country of th& great service of WhlCh he is a 
member. 10 the follow1Og passage :-' The Indian 
bur~ucracy has supplied India with cheaper railway 
commtuncations than any possessed by European 
countries, has provided for her the greatest irrtgatlon 
works lD the world, has created a judl(,lal system which 
w1l1 bear companson for fairness and expc=(htion With 
any S) btem el~" here, has mamtamed order and security 
of life and property 1tl the most unlikely condlhons, 
has grapkd successfull) \\Ith Widespread failure of 
crops and has attempted of late years the stupen
dous labour of provldmg an Ignorant and densely 
populated countr} wah a modern system of educa
tl0rl and a modern system of sanitatlon. It 
has done aU this at a cost which 111 an mfimteJy 
hghter burden upon the resourres of a poor 
country than any of the Governments In Europe 
has placed upon the resources of It nch country.· 
Here are the alleged achievements of the !ndlan 
bureaucracy put by a member of that body presumably 
at the highest and certamly not at the lowest. I have 
no desire-Since It IS Dot germane to the subject before 
me-to hod myself 10 controversy with the writer of 
the passage I have quoted for your special beboof, bnt 
wbtt 1 desire to pOint out 1,S tbat 10 thlS very fiattermg 
and aJll108t id)'llic picture of the achievements of the 
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Indian Civil Servioe-palnted by the sympathetic 
aaods of one interested in showing his own class ie 
tbe most lavourable light and in which the super
excellences of that body are brought ioto most 
promInent relief-there IS no refal!bce 6.t all to any 
sense of responsiveness on the part of the C1Vlhan to the 
just aspirations of the Indians for ~'hat the Greeks 
called the • higher things of life. That writer does not 
allege that, and It but goes to conclusively confirm us 
in our Impression of the character of the Civihan 
administration as mechamcal. unreiipoDSlve, and 
doctnnalfe. in fact, a~ absolutely unpecvlous to popular 
asplrahons and to public oplOlon. Nor til It surprising 
SlDce the very essence of the bureaucratic government 
is a behef In Its own infalhblhty and Its fight to do lor 
the people not what they want bJt what they olAght 
to or are supposed to want. It IS one of the welJ· 
establJShed maxims 10 the science of character-study 
that the exercise of unchecked and Ifresponslb1e 
power mevitably corrupts some of the finer 
qualities of humanity and IS calculated to 
tarmsh, In the end, even the pure metal of which 
the Nletzcsbean superman 15 made. When you 
have to deal with such a class of men, the only way, 
it seems to me, which IS hk~ly to be effectIve i; to 
iterate and reiterate your demands wIth a force and 
intensity which cannot be overlooked or ignored. I do 
not subscrIbe to the view that such demands can be 
more properly made In our LegIslative CouncIls. 'ttbe 
I am at some dlsadvantage 10 speaking on the subjee 



since I have DfVer aspired SO far to a seat in eitbet' the 
Provincial or the Imperial Legislative Councit But' 
have had the bendit of the experience of s-.eral of my 
friend~ who have been members of the Councils and 
and their' confessions' have comfirmed my view that 
our Legi'llative Councils-as at present cODstituted
can and do aflord very little scope for the expression of 
the public opinion of the educated and advaficed!le~ 
tioos in the country. Regard being had to these tWQ 
obvious facts, the limitations of our L<-.gislative Coun
cils and the absolute imperviousness of the bureaacracy 
to public criticism and popular demands, it behoves US 

to earne5tly and seriously take to heart the exhortation 
of Dadabhai Naoroji to agitate, agitate and agitate on 
cOD!;titutional line~ till our people from the Himalayas 
to Cape Com orin become permeated with one uniform 
idea that they have not only duties to discharge to the 
St~e but rights against It- -the rights to thin" their 
thoughts aloud. the rights of free aSSOCIation and 
exptession and ab.we all the right to rule themselves on 
such lines as they believe Will be conducive to good 
government, without let or hind'tance from any foreig~ 
bureaucracy. It IS in thiS view of the matter, that this 
Special Congress is calculated to serve a very useful 
ptlrpo~e, 

OUR ONE, GOAL: HOME f<ULE FOR INDIA 
It is because we are satisfied that there can be no 

politicltl ~nd economic progress in our land till the 
bu\eaucracy IS\ replaced by popular legislatures With 
full control o.ver the executive and the judiciary. that 
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we'have placed before us as the goal of our a'Spiralinn1, 
theestaelishment of self.govarqlng IOstltutkll'/oS in tbil 
country. It is idle to tell us that the bureaucracy have 
4~e for us thlS, that and the other, tltstt, they have 
given us good government with its concomitants of 
peace and contentment. Good government which the 
bureaucracy profeiS to have gIVen 9S is no doubt hetter 
tha,m DO government b~t in the first place good guvern
ment need to be necessarily synonymous with burea.11P 
eratlC government. Even a fair-minded membel' of the 
Indian CIVil Service.-·Mr. Bernard Houghton-has 
had the ca.ndoue to a:imlt In his weU-known war"· 
called Bureaucrahc GOVel"nltl'ltJnt that' the menace, the 
real pr::ril, lies not In the grant ot more p.)pular 
government to India; It lies in the continuance of the 
preseot bureaucratic syswm-a system which has 
served its purpose and which India has now outgrown. 
We are grateful for thiS unequivocal admission. in 
our ,favour by a retued Clvllmn but as a matter 
of fact we scarcely need any such outiJde 
support. Our knowledge of the defi ;!enCles aod 
limltations of the IndlQll bureaucray IS too subje~tive to 
Make us require an) objective proof. The wearer, 
whom his shoe pinches feels It but too keenly to need 
any confirmations on the POlOt from the on-looker. We 
wao have lIVed ~hes~ many years under the admul.is
tration Of. the Indian bureaucracy do but u'o well 
tealite its inevitable Shortcomings-the Inelasticity of 
its system, the rigicity o~ its method, th~b()UUeSsne~of 
its administratiqP, the supt:r'iensitivcness to and 
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Unpatience of even tbe 'lIllOst mod~rate criticism, ,da 
itttense anxiety to retaill; at all cost, the power .... 
influence it has SO long enjoyed and last but not least 
the passion for docIle obedience subservience to it. 
authority. These are realized in a more or less luge 
measure in all parts of India, but in a somewhat back .. 
ward province hke ours they stand out 10 bold relief
especially the last. However it be, it is quite clear to US 

tltat'1l0W that we are demanding self.government, we 
shall not be placated by the good gO'fernment offered 
to us by the Indian bureaucracy-be it howsoever best 
intentioned, conscientiouSi or benevolent. 

THE BUREAUC~ACY AND OUR ASPIRATIONS 
Such then is the .!>ituatlon facing us at presen\-on 

the one side a growing phalanx oj. educated and cultured 
Indians daily gettmg more and more qualified to manage 
thelt own affairs and desirous of coming into their'oyvn 
deeply dIssatisfied with the present system of adtniaJs. 
tratIdn and the p,litical constitution whir.b affords 
hardly any scope for theIr talentSi, capabilIties, and 
legitimate aspirations for admUfisterrng- theIr own 
affairs; on the other a close foreign bureaocracy aclu· 
ated by strong eslmt de COrp~, an unbendmg determina· 
tion to presel:ve in their own hands all pO\'(er in the 
$tate, and an infleXIble resolve to cherlitlltnd matntalO 
,these great vested advantages whICh they have so long 
,mjoyed. But ~bere is nothing new in this. It is aft!er
all t'tle repetitldn of what has traaspired .in every 
country in its onward march' hom btueaucrscy to 
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democracy.,! tt is last what was occurred befare ~ 
own ey.es in China 'and 'Rus" and we in tndia must, 
profiting by th~ 6XaJIlpJes before us, be fully prepatt!d 
to pass through the necessary ~raggle-a settlecf 
p&litlca,l phFnomenon-which precede! {be binh of a 
new nation, for as 110 sentient being can be born 
without the pains of labour on the part of the mothet 
so' each people mtlst undergo the process of travail 
incidental to its being born a.s a nation, with a political 
c~ciousnesS4 .Now there is Btl doubt in OUT mln4" tbat 
the Indian bureaucracy ha~ outlived ItS day and' out· 
grown <our lequirements and it muSt now ~e atl<(mce 
replaced by popular Government But wbenevei V\'e 
ut'~ ~his plea we, Ire' met with the official reply:'
'.True, you are entitled to self.~overnment 10 the 
fulness of ti~." We concede It Is-as Mr. Percy 
Lyon put it t(') a Calcutta audience shortly before he 
retired from the ExecutlVe Council of Betlg~l
• ~be inherent right of a nauon to gov~rn Itself and 
EQglishmen learn and understand that from theIr blrtb 
and It has been their poltey ' from time immetn.prial: 
But--and now oomes the -very Important' but '-' You 
are.not.yet.fnUy qualified. You need shU a long 
pen"d of growth aDd culture. The growing child 
canhot be treated us we treat the adult. You requtre to 
be ttaioed a6c! disciplined before you can be entruste4 
with a full meaStire of li~rty and • .the full retpbnsi~ 
bnity'belon~ing to ~an's' esfate: ~ I darp.say. )'ou bave. 
all noticed these sentlmetilts findIng a ptace even M?l~the 
otherwi!ll:: statesmanlike declarati'oo maC1em the Ho~ 
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of Commons by tlte RWbt Hon. Mr. MOQ~ about 
fbe InduiD reforms. .. Sect6!FY of •. $tate told 
us tbat the British GovetbmeQt and the Govern
ment of India'-mark ~ the Government of India' also 
which itself inhe great bureaucratic citadel:-' must be 
the judges of the time and meaiijJCtt of each advance in 
confernng self-governllIent on ,100Ia.· Contrast ttllS 
prOBouncement of th~ Secretary of State With that of 
the Prime Mmister, ree~ndy made Witt. I"~feretlc~ t8,the 
German col ontes , at ,P4"c:fent an ~rit1.8h occupation. 
Said the Right Hpn. Me; Lloyd George:"':-' ·the 
domiaant factor id settling t~ fate of tbe yerman 
~lo,ues must be the people's own d.,ires ana. wl~e!5 
'and the leading prmc.ple iii tbat t,pe WJShei of th.e 
inhabitants must be the superme 'C'OoSidez;atiqn In the re
settlement-In othlr words the formula adopted-by the 
Allies with regard to the disputed territdt'WI ill Europe 
is too be 1lpplied equally >in the tlOpioal countries.' Any 
extended'-comment u(l0n tllese two d~)arattQOS-of the 
King-Empcror"s Indtan mll)ister and his Pql1'le 
Mintster-would be but an act of J;~pererdga.t.io'. 
ObvioUsly IJl~Ia,.which in the recent memorable word, 
of the I..oid- BlslabP. of Caic14tta' came undt'r 
British Rule, • bY" a Sefles of conquests in which 
we <the Britisb} have used. Indian soldiers and 
Qad Ipdl~Q alhes IS \0 be ~own not eyed that consldp
rariob: ~hieb is to be extended to the ,Geiman colome" 
ponqul:red dunpg the~ present. waf: It is then at all 
surp\l&int that bdld,ag the Vt-..s ~e does as. to . fratt\!t 
ing Iadians in' seU • .government: the Metr.,pohts. 
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ocehll'nect i that if we turn a.ay from auy such appli. 
catton of QUl'1lI'ine1p1eFto ll1111a. It is but hypoeracy·to 
come before God with the plea that our cause is tlte 
cause of liberty_ t No gentlemen. we cannot and should 
not accC'pt the view' propounded''bf Mr. Montagu
" 'hile giVlOg him full eredit for the very best of motives 
and 1nte'ntlOn~-~that the Gowrnmcnt of India should 
be • the jlHi,es of the' time and -measure' of our ueh 
.dvan<;e towal'ds. selt..governm~nt. True. he refers in 
this c()llnectlob to the flrlhSil Go\'ernment also .but w~ 
know fr~ our past experience that <that means on 
effe'"t ;nc! substadce nlj)thmg more than the acceptance 
of .the views of tbe Government of India ;tOO the rehrt:d 
dftlcHlls who QCc;'upy combrtable berthS'1O that C&ve 
of Adullam-the IndIa oike. We desire to remodel 
rnd rf'ronst1tute the Government til IndIa and tbe PIO
vtflClal Governments by malting ttlem subject ie. all 
mll t tets of .administra:tion and Jeglsla tion to popular 
control, ~at is to subordlOate tbe ExecutIve to the 
¥ie" s II nd wishes of popular legislatures-and yet It 15 

t'he very inst,uments of our ptoposed reconstItution that 
're to be the judges of our capaCity to do so! Verily 
Indian problems seem -ealculate6 to .pervert the sense 
of lbglC even in great statesll'II'!n. 'Mr. Montagu's 
~ttttem('nt-d realJy ,aCk'd up to-~'1n but serve to 
confe.( on the Indlao bureaucrsc} the additlOoal po\\er 

Ito hmder our progress, ~rhaps even mOA effeCtively 
thal\ they can do at present. But the rro9~)l5jlfhM Itl: 
b'umoroqs SIde which 'asS not i!s,capec. the 'l~lant 
edttol ,of the All/rita Baza,. lflltnk(/, "'ho abrewdly 
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remarks that 'if the cUlitodian of a minor wbolilt 
property he enjoys be gpCt4 the privtJege of determin
ing his wlird's age of majority, the lattl"r will ever be in 
.a state of minority.' There IS great force and wisdom 
in th~c;e sagacious comments, and just as the declara
tion of the age of the ward's majority does not depend 
upon the wishes of the gqardian ,but IS fi~ by taw 
independent of the latter's ,oe1f-interes~';{,pinion, so 
should the questiott of our capacIty for bch advilOce 
be determ)ned by the British Parliament upon due 
enquiries made from time to time by means of 
Parliamentary committees, in co~lltation with the 
representatives of the National' tongress and the 

. Muslim League. Of one thing we are all sure, that if 
the GovernmMrt of India and the Brihsh .Government 
--which latter J1ractically means the India Office 
-are to be the judges of our pr~ress In self-
government, the time will not have arrived till 
the crack o'f lioom, when we may hope to attain 
even a fair-l~t alone a full-measure of seJi
government. This matter is in my opinion ODe 
of most vital importallce and I can but hope that the6e 
observations of mine Will a96ist you, to some extent, 10 
fOl;'mulatlOg your views in yout resolution on the SUbject. 

• Apply any test tha! ma~ be oonsidered reasonable 
and you will fi~d that the results of the Anela-Indian 
administratidn are like the fabled applf!,)S on the shores 
if the dead-sea rich and tempting to tbe ~jew but 
II a{)hes to the 'tastes." 



THE REPL;V TO REPRES::ilON 
Now all this cannot 'Conduce to peace and content* 

ment and above an there can be no pe.lce till Mrs. 
Besant and her two associates are released and restored 
to full liberty. Reforms mayor may not be introduced 
in Our constitntion, commISsions in the army mayor 
may not be granted to Inellans, Mr. Montagu may-or 
may not corne to confer with hlS Excellency Lord 
Chelmsford's Government-in fact whatever may not 
happen-but if I am certalO of one thin~ it IS this, that 
there shall be no peace in the land 50 long as Mrs. 
Besant and her associates remain Interned. We want 
the Government to dist:nctly understand that we are, 
not prepared to be content with any measure of se1f
~overnmen( unhl Mrs. Besant, wh~ is to us symbolical 
of all that is good, great. ennobling and viVifying in 
the Home Rule movement, IS restored to our ranks to 
be able to preside over the next session of the InBian 
National Congress. ' If<, t~ Government are not aWare 
of the true feeling of the country on tbe subject and the 
temper of the people the more' 1~ the pity, the more it is 
to taeir discredit. Already a wave for ~sslve resistance 
is surging through the land aDd will-unless the 
Government realJze eveD at thiS late hour their 
responsibilities in the mattel'-very probably carry 
everytbiftg beEor~ It. Now paasive reS~stance is the 
last weapon dt tbe cbnstitutional agitator. It includes 
what is pop.rly known as boycott cand comprises 
amongst othertbings the withholdtng ofohll co-operaiion 
till the wrong to be rightf'd 1S duly redressed. 
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That it is a perfectly constitutional method of 
bringing moral pre9Sare to bear upon the Govern
ment does not admit of any doubt. Sir Charles 
Russell-afterwards Lord Russell of KaJlo"en. 
Lord Chief Justice of England--in his address to 
the Parnell ConXnlSSiOll dealt at length with the subject 
and in the course of it he observed that 'individual 
boycotting or boycottin~ in combination is neither 
actIOnable nor criminal.' At the s.ame time, though a 
perfectly legal and constitutional weapon, resort to 
passive resistance requires careful consideration, and on 
this subject I cannot do better than read out to you 

. what Mrs. &sant herself wrote in her paper New indu. 
in the lS!lUe of the 4th January, 1915-'The conditions 
of successful passivp resistance are a clearly defined 
gnevance deeply teh by the great majority of people, a 
public whose sympathy can be obtnlOed, a small area in 
wbrch practically all the people concerned exercise 
such resistance. Vague dlSContt'Dt, geAeral dis",atis. 
faction, these are not suitable COl pa.'iSive resIstance. 
Moreover, there mURt be a reasonable hope of su~('.ess 

within a comp"r~tlvely brief time. In India none 
of the conditions are present. IndIan conditions 
resemble those against which the sutlcagi-;ts contend 
in England-a mass of mert inddference which cannot 

.be roused int9 sympathy. Therefore while respecting 
the handful of patriots who adopt thlS policy, we say 
quite definite~ that passIve resistance cannot be Wisely 
ana. usefully emplo>"d in workiqg fot' self-government. 
A handful of passive resisters .n 300 million!: of passive 
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acquiescers IS fottle and their absttnence helps the 
bureaucracy.' There 1S a deal of truth in tb. 
obsetvations, though the Government would do well to 
take Dote that the acerbity of feel!Q.S 10 the country is 
now ever so much greatf'r thanks to the poltcy of 
persistent repreSStQo, culminating 10 tbf' lOteroment of 
Mrs. Besant herself and her tWD associates-and that 
they should therefore so modify their policy as to give 
some assurance to the people that heteafter tttey will 
001 be thwarted In theIr efforts at securmgcO"l,;htutional 
reforms. And I feel sure that the most -Ignal proof the 
Government could gIVe-one that Will afford U'i the 
ntmost "<ltls/achon and gratl-ficatlon-I'; tht' Immediate 
rclense of Mr..,. Besant and Me'lsr<;, ,\rundale and 
Wadla. 

THE PROMISED REFORM~ AND OUR 
l..INE OF ACTION 

And now, gentlemp.D, I have done, I fear I have 
trespassed on ) our valuable time too long, but the Vital 
importance to uS of the problem of the reform of the 
Indian conshtutlon and my desire to be of some little 
assistance to ) ou 10 the diSCUSSion of the sub}ects 
which Will be placed before you, IS my apology for my 
haVing dt'tained you You are a\\are of the announce
ment made by Mr. Montagu in th~ House of Commons 
on the subject of Indian reforms lO~ludlOg the grant of 
commissIons to Indians 10 his Majesty'c; lnchan Army. 
For this defimte and distlOct declarat~n of pohoy 
promislng the establishment of self-govet-nment In ibis 
country, we are grateful to his Majesty's GovernmeDt 

L 
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and not tbeJdiS toMc: Montagu himself-the refiex Qf 
w.bose true liberalism ~ genuine sympathy with OUl' 

a&piratioas is visible in the terre' ~f the announcement. 
i have already taken exception to that part of tbe 
statement whi~ refers to the question of tbe 6t. 
ness for which further, .• advance to be judged 
practically by the Government of India. au~ though we 
have a right to complain of this part of the Statement 
nevertheless yqu .. may be sure that no Government of 
India will be able to resist our demand'if it will lie 
backed up by the weight of oureducationaLand moral 
progr~ss ina larger and larger measure, The Govern
ment of India may be anq is all powerful and very 
inftuenti.al but the great principles of righteousne.<;.'1 th:lt 
gover!l this Univers;e are after all ever so ",ucb and 
imm~surably strobger than the strongest bureaucracy. 
It is but a few yelUS back that Lord Morley decl~re4 
his-conviction that his object in introducing the Indian 
reforms was not to establish the germs ,of parliamentary 
government in India and it is that what we have now 
been practically promised by Mr. Montagu. Howev_, 
all that is for time to come. It is sufficient for our 
pl'E:Sent purposes that as the result of thIS conference 
with the Government of India, the heads of provincial 
Governments and administrations and the leaders of 
public opinion, Mr. Montagu had promised to introduce 
substantial reforms.. For myseli I have great hopes 
'from Mr. Maptagu., since pe bas always given evidence , 
of\ a critical. faculty keenly alive to the inherent 
limitcLtioqa and .. inevitable deftcienoies of the Indian 
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bureaucracy. But a few days before be aSiumed his 
present office, be delivered a remarkable speecll in tke 
House of Commons, dw:ing the debate on tbe Reportof 
the Mesopotamian Comrmssion, and 1 will commend a' , .... . 
careful perusal of it to your earnest atttntlon. Nev$:' 
before in the hl.itQry of l\Pglo-Indiaq admmlstration 
the bureaucracy' were subjected to such a searching. 
withering cntlclsm by one who had held the high 
office of Parhamentary Under Secretary for IndIa. 
JUst thtnk of bls deliCIOUS desrnphon of the workibg of 
that S(fnchmi Sanctormn, that holy of holies of retIred 
Anglo-Indlan,,--the India Office-as' an apotheosis of 
clrcumlocutlolll and red tape beyond the dreams of 
any ordmary cItizen.' SUTi1larly he declared the 
Government of India as 'too wooden, too iro9, too 
melasttc, too antediluvian' and added that he did not 
belIeve • that any body could ever Support the Govern· 
ment of India from the pomt of vieW of modern 
reqUirements,' Since It· was an indefensible system of 
Government.' It IS tillS refreshmg candour-the Indlaa 
bureaucrat will perhaps characterISe it as brutal-that 
leads me to hope that the scheme which Mr. Montagu 
Will evolve may satisfy our aspiratIons for ~hf' present. 
He kno\\s that that feeler thro\\n out by hiS 
assistant-Lord Islington-in hIS address at Oxford has 
.tt·eady been condemned, as the proposals, outhnE.'d to 

it are singularly inept, inane and jejune. Nor ('an we 
In the light of the revelatioD6 made b) ,the Hon. Mt 
SrlAivaa Sltastry as to the circumstances ander wh~ 
our late lamented leader Mr. Gokhale prepared his 



scheme which bas been recently publisb«l accept 
as sui[ed to Our present requirements the proposals 
outhned therein., But shortly Mr. Gokhale's sugges
tions c9nstitute a pre-war document and t"~ last three 
years helve brought about such a tremendtMls moral and 
it'ltellectual revolution ibM what migllt.lbave suited us 
then cannot do so now. Thus We are drillen to faU 
back upon . our own scheme-that jointly evolved by 
the National Congress and the Muslim League. That 
scheme, therefore, represents for us, at {lreaen., oar 
Irreducible minimum of"daims and while we shall4te 
grateful tn Mr. Montagu were he to giv~ us more it 
is qUIte certalO that we cannot be and shall not be 
content Wit" anythmg les~ than what is set out jll our 
scheme. ThElt is our plnm and emphatic demand • 

• 
OUR FUTURE DESTINY 

'Vheth",r '/te shall get at present all what we /want is 
not known to us, Mnce the future is on tae knees of the 
gods. But about one thlOg we should he undfr no 
del'uslOn and that is that whether we get it now or 
later, to· day or to-morrow, we shall come into our bulb 
rIght and nothing-nay. no power on earth-can keep 
us out of Our IOherltance, If only we ourselves are not 
stack In pressing our demands earnestly, forcefully and 
constitutionally on the ~ttention of the great British 
democracy who are the real sovereign power 10 the 
State. Foc though the King-in-.Parliament is the 
su>reme power 10 tbe Bntisb State from the legal point 
~f view. ,t 15 the demo6-acy vf Great Britain tbat 
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ie for aU pohtical purposes the master of :even the 
Parliament. What is therefore, essentlal to our success 
is an agitation on a gigantic scale to oonlVlDce tbe 
Brittsh deJllQcfac:y of the justice of ,our claims to 
seH·governmtot an4- the moment - their ~ea.ders are 
satisfied of It they wi'll unhesuatmgly bnng to bear upon 
the Ho~ of Commons the force at theIr disposal, 
"'-ll'eady our hands have been matenally streng· 
tqened 10 pressing our claims by the recommenda
tiQO rpade ~ the Mioonty Report of the Me.-;opotamlan 
CQmmission by Commander J. C. Wedgwood \I, P., 
who concludes It as follows :-" My last recom
menda.tion 15 that we should no longer deny to Indians 
the full privilege of citizenship but should allow them 
a large share in the government of thetr own country 
and 1tl the control ot that bureaucracy which in ttu~ 
war uncontrolled by public opmion, has fuled to rise 
to British standards." It now remains for us to folltlw 
up thiS advan~ge by a sustalOed. persIstent and vigo
rous ~nstltutional agItatIOn both 10 BriQl.ln and III this 
counrry and we should Dot be' satISfied ' till we h,ve 
eventually succeeded in stormlOg the bureaucratu;: 
citadels at Whitehall. Simla and Delhi and IOstaUin~ 
10 their places free. popular government In the memo· 
rable words of President LlDeoln as • Governflll"ot of 
the people, for the people, by the people.' Then aDd 
then only shall the genius of OW' Motherland which 
did so much for human culture and clvihr..allon in the . . 
days of yore, shall again find full play for tbe t~e 
servIce of humanity_ You might have read the testi-



mony recently borne by the well-known writer, Mr. 
H. C. Wells, to the Indian mind, which he described 
as possessed • of singular richness and singlliar delicacy 
with a wonderful gentleness-a mind that in spite of 
all, that it has done in the past is ~ill delitined to make 
its chief contribution ~ the human gynthesis in the 
years that lie ahead! We Indians fully share this view 
and hope but we are equally satisfied that if tlH' 
approach of that day is to be hastened it will be by tlle 
early estnblir.hment of Home Rule in this land ...... since 
of the m~ny evils of a foreign bureaucr.cy perhapS the 
greatest is Its pernicIous effect In stunting the develop· 
ment 01 the mmd of the people it rules over, and in 
pervert 109 their moral nature. But we fully bclieYe 
that we are the heirs of a better and larger hope and 
shall yet rise in the scale of nations. It rests-with us 
to hasten its realisation by our earnestness, patriotism, 
sihLenty and above aU by posse..,SlOg an illimitable 
faith 'in the great destiny t hat a Wa Its us in bemg con
stituted a seLf·governing member of (he t".()mmoawealths 
compo;ing the greatest federal Empire the wolld has 
yet knowl1.-Bamie ,~lata,.alll. 
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They were passing through very stirrIDg times
very movlDg and distressing times. A small people, 
but proud and lOdependent, had been wantonly 
attacked, trampled under foot, pIllaged and ravaged by 
a remerseless enemy, and England, true to her tl"ldi· 
tions as the champIon of liberty, and upholder of 
righteousness and justice, had rushed to her rescue, 
and with the help of noble Allies, was fightlOg for all 
that made for humaDlty. In that great world· wide 
confhct, England had been well supported by all parts 
of her Empire. Men from the dIstant marches-from 
the uttermost regIons of the Seven Seas-had come 
forward to prove that Empire was a reality stronger
than the ties of blood and klO, of race, of creed, and 
of coloW'. It had proved to be stronger than mere 
self'lnterest, stronger even than death llself. Truly, 10 

the hourof tnal the EmpIre had found Itself. (Cheers). 
India, his own country, had not lagged behind. Side 
by Side with their BritIsh comr'ldes, Indian soldIers 
were fightmg 10 every theatre of War. In Flanders 
they were by the Side of the Canadians, m the Near 
East they were at the .slde of the A.ustrallans and the 
New Zealanders; in the PerSIan Gulf, 10 T\fesopotamlll. 
in East Afrit'8, it wa~ the Indian Army, both IndlatIt 
and Bntish, who were carr)'mg 011 operations. Truly, 



it might be said that India was bearing her part-her 
fair s~a,-e in the fooay. Th,s was .tS it should be. 
India was the corner-stone of the Empirf!. 

THE REAL EMPIRE 
It was the possession of India that gave tt-e British 

Crown the title and justification of colling the British 
Dominions an Empire. It was a curious fact that 
there Wa.!"'a disposition . to draw a distinction between 
Empire and Empire. In the Press and In pUbhc and 
private conversattons the talk was of the Bntish 
Empire-Imperial. united. But the BrltlSb people 
and the self-governing colonies did not recpgnise their 
ruler and s~vereign as their Emperor; he was only 
their King, and it was solely in reference to India that 
they found the· title employed. Kmg George was 
Emperor of India, but only Kang of the United 
Kingdom 'lnd the Dominions. He dId not profess to 
understand what was behind that. It might be that, 
although Empire was good enough, there was something 
uncanny about the word Emperor, and, judging from 
what was happening in other Empires, there might be 
some truth in that. (Laughter.) 

THE SETTLEMENT AFTER THE WAR 
The Colonies, as they knew, were very vigorous and 

pushful, and rather more vocal than themselves. They 
bad already. started the idea that, when the war was 
~er, and a final settlement took plfbe, they were to be 
directly consulted. They were quite right. But India 
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also ought tb bttve direct representation. (Cheers.) 
The Colonial r~qtleSt bad met with a favpurable 
response in the nighest quarters. But W~n the turn 
of India came, they were told that they w~re cdpCe
sen ted by the Secretary of State mr India. If that 
were the case, were not the Dommions also represented 
by the Colonial Secretary, by their Agents·General, their 
High Commissioners? If India was not to be c.ontent with 
the Secretary of State, why should not the C"lonies be 
equally content with their representation? But India 
very properly also claimed to he directly represented. 
The Secretary of State was a Cabinet Minister with the 
collective responsibilities attaching to that office. He 
was like a butterfly fluttering from flower to flower; he 
passed from office to office and he had no permanent 
eonnexion with India. Hene\:! if the' Colonies were to 
be directly represented on Imperial questions, India had 
a right to the same treatment. At the recent meeting.at 
the Guildhall. Mr. Bonar Law had said:-

The dOl1"inlOnS of the British Empire, have not been 
created by the war but the conditions ha~ been changed 
by the war. It i., my hope, and If It IS taken up an earnest 
while the metal I~ glowmg red hot III the furnace of the 
war 1 beheve it may be dOlle, that as ref-ult we may see a 
Parlia.ment of the Britlf,h Empire In which every rart of 
the EmpIre tn propurtlon to ItS resources and numbers wlil 
share In the duty and honour cf ruling the British Empire. 

India wished' for nothing more j If that were done, 
they would be sa~sfied. 
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A FUTURE'OF SELF .GOVJiRNM'ENT 
Be would not be doing his dut)' did he not say a fe'W 

words' upon 'tht) great benefits which the Brittsh con· 
nexion had brollght to India. But for that connexion, 
their condition would have been very much worse, and 
they therefore wished for the conttnwmce of British 
rule. If India was at any time to be democratically 
governed, it must be under the guidance of Great 
Britain. To educa ted Indians, to all classes of think
ing men, the British connexion was an absolute neces
sity for India. They were proud of tht: connex~on It 
was English educatIOn which had given them ideas of 
Hb!!tty. It waS the English language in which the 
vari0us peoples of India communicated with each other. 
Much of late hod been said in deprecation of education, 
much suspicion -had been attached to the educated 
Indian classes; they had been accused of disloyally. 
But thiS great war had shown that the educated 
classes were luyal to the hackbone-(cheers)-and to 
their crl'dlt must be placed the prpsent peaceful state 
of the country. (Loud chefrs.) He hoped that under 
the,British ('0I1nexion, under the gUidance of England, 
the land of liberty, his t:ountry and their country 
would be rnised from its present state of degradation, 
and become one of the great units of the Empire. 
When England had trained the people of India in the 
art of ~elf-governm~nt, when she received complete 
autonomy. When they had the various Provinces as 
,epa rate S{~tes, controlled by a Central or Federal 
Government. preSided over by a lepresentatlve of the 
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British CroWd. preferably oae of the reigniftg family, 
then, and then only, would England ha~ discharsed 
the great task imposed on her by Providel,lt'e. She 
would reap her reward in the confolidattoi of the 
Empire, the stability of which wobW never be shaken, 
and in the everlasting affectlOn and eorttentment of a 
people amongst whose faults certainly lOgratltude is 
not one. That day, let us hope, would soon come. 
(Cheers). 



SIl( SATVSNDRA PRASAD SINHA 

The following are the .xtracts of an wtervleU' with Ihe 
f'epreu"tativl 01 the Christian MOl/liar, Colct4lfQ ;-

Asked "hether it was probable that the Home 
Government had come to any deCISion as to the future 
of India after the war, Sir Satyendra expressed himself 
as doubtFul. "I could wish that th"!)' had made up 
their minds about It," he remarked, "for I cannot help 
thlOktng that the longer tfley hesitate to declare 
themsdves, the lesi ltkeilh(nd I'> there that they wlll 
come to a bold and statpsm,lnl1ke decision . 

.. India 0f course, h,c; g'1t a great deal that she 
wa~ted. 'She i,> making steady progres,> socially and 
mdustrlally, and she ha'> lhe prosp"ct, 10 the dim and 
distant future, of obtalOlI1g self-government. But that 
is not enough. India IS painfully con5~IOUS of rigid 
hmitations ~hich come IOto play the moment she 
aspires to develop beyond a certain point. Ind'dos 
have their own ideas of self-cxprf ssion. Repress those 
ideas, and you dwad us, even grantmg that you offer 
us more ~rfect ideas of your own. In the matter 
of government. foe exiampi(!. It i~, from our pOInt ot 
view, less important now t hat we sh(lUld have a perfect 
go\-ernment than that we should govern ourselves." 
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HOW TO PROCEED 
VV'hen we speak of self-government, not one of uS" 

ever contemplates any separation between Great Britam 
and India. We glA.dly recogmse that the ties between 
the two cpuntnes are too strong to1Jl'eak, and, if they 
were not, we would not have them broken. Let the 
Britlsh Government retain the amplest powers of veto 
over all our affairs. But, subject to that veto, let 
us hrtve now an Instalment of 'lelf-governrnent on 
colonial lines, and let the basiS of these concessions be 
broadened as rapidly as we fit ourselves for their 
ext~nsion. Of course, we shall 'llake mistakes-there 
Will bp. many and big mlStakes. Atrocltte ... even may 
occur-never mind, even thei Will not prove that you 
have been wrong 'to trust'u'l. Only be bold, and the 
outc 1mc Will be not merely a contented and prosperous 
todlR, but an India which \\ In be ten times as strong a 
BCltish nsset as she IS to-day. 

,,[ am no sentlmentahst. I do not rest these 
proposala merely 0'1 grounds of abstract justice tli 
Indio, but also upon conslder'::ltlOns of the highest 
expediency to Great Britain. It IS to BntalO's interest 
that India should be happy, prosperou'l, and ,self
governed. Such an India Will be a source of strength 
to the Empire 10 every way. India only asks to be 
trusted. Surely she has earned a. right to that," 

"\Ve are sometimes told that, because It took 
you centuries of struggle and development to work out 
your pohtlCal freedom, therefort: \\e must be conter.fi to 
progress at the same deliberate pact>. Are we, then, to 
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derivo DO beMfit from your .experience? Surely fO'1 
)'Vere working out tbe problem of £ne lnstitutiQps f« 
all mankind. Railways were started in England '
than a century ago, but you hav., not insisted on 
maklOg us Wall for tbem as long as you bad to wait. I 
know EllJlishmen are cauUous by nature and tempera
ment, but extreme caution is sometimes 00 less harmful 
than its opposite. Aud for tbis purpose-that ii, 
cautioning, as it were, a~lnst extreme cautlon--l 
would like to read to you a passage from Ruskin." 
Here Slr Satyendra took up a httle book which Jay on 
the table Qnd read as follows: .. All measures of 
reformation are effective in exact proportion to 'their 
timeliness. Partial decay may be cut away and 
cleansed, incipient error corrected; but there 18 a point 
at whicb corruptIon can no more be stayed, aor 
wandering recalled." 

"GIVE REAL SELF·GOVERNMENT" 
"What I am contending for," .. is not merely a 

matter of better treatment for mdlvlduals. It is Dot 
enougb to offer So-and-so a high position in your 
Government. You should give u:; real seU-govt'rning 
pow£rs." 

"Is it yout' opinion," he was asked," that the Indians 
have made the OO!'lt possible use of the limited powers 
of self-gover-nment which have already been coocedect ?,. 

.. It is my opinion," he replied, " that, considerinf 
l~e very limited opportunities afforded to them of 
sChooling tbt!mselves in tb. art and practice of self-
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.government, they have dOrle extraordinarily well. If 
we are to wait for true self-government until we are 
perfect, we shall wait for ever. In the words of 
Dr. Johnson, • Nothing will ever be attempted if all 
possible objections must> be first ovefetJme.' " 

.. \Vhat," next enquired the ,. Christian Science 
M-onitor" representative, .. would be the effect of a 
self-governing India upon the position of non-official 
European residents ?" 

"Please remember," answered 511' Satyendra, 'f that 
we always postulate th"! contlOuance of British rule. 
That is a guarantee that we shall always welcome the 
British merchant and rejoice in his prosperity. For 
a long time to come we must look up to the British as 
our gUides and mentors. As I saId m my presidential 
.address to the National Congress at Bombay, no other 
race could or would have done the work of the English 
in India. Let England trust us, and she willne\!ef 
regret it.I' 



THB HON. RAJAH OF ~ltAHMUIl.4BAD 

The Honlble the Rajah of Mahmudabad, who was ittJer· 
viewed at Simla, b, a (lres& correspondent OIl the /lrcsenj 
jlolitical S,t14atU)tl in India, sartl:-

We thank the Prime Minister for appointing Mr. 
Montagu as Secretary of State for India. We know 
that he is a frieQli of the people of India and he knows 
Iodia from the inside. We welcome his pronounce
ment ID the House of Commons, as this IS the first time 
in the HI<;tory of British IndIa that it has been defi
nitely laid down tgat the British polley IS to raise India 
to the :.tatus of a self-governing partner of the Empire 
at an early date. I appreciate fully the importance of 
Mr. Moutagu''1 deC'lslon to come to India and examine 
Indian problems on the spot. But we must prepare 
ourselves to do all we can to enable hun to understand 
what exactly the real SituatIOn IS, and I mIght as wc:ll 
say here as emphatically as I can that We intend to 

'support, and support as firmly and unflinchingly as 
poSSible, the Congress League reform scheme. While 
on the Visit of Mr. Montagu, I Wish to take this oppor
tUntty to de~lare my rooted conViction that the pro
jected VISIt might be more likely to produce the 
desired result.if a general amnesty wer~ declared, and 
potttical prtsoners were released. One of the chief 
difficulties 00_ dcubt which any Indian refotmer would 
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have to face and successfully overcome is the adjllSt
ment in as happy a manner as possible of the relations 
between the Ruhng Chiefs aDd the Bntish Ind1an 
GavvD~Dt. Wh1le not desirouS aMntennt into the 
question fully, I would lay It down as a guiding 
principle that unless we of Bntlsh Indea are allowed to 
have a voice in the affa.irs of the Native States, tbe 
Prances should not be ~Iven any hand in shapmg our 
destinies at this critical jaDcture. 1 have great hopes 
in the statesmanship and liberal in'>tlOcts of our present 
Viceroy. 



Mr. MOHAMED ALI 

SPEECH DELIVERED WHILE IN ENGLAND 
Mr. Mohamed Ali, who was greeted with cheers, said 

that he and his colleague were very grater ul for the 
kindness which had been extended to them during thetr 
visit. On a previous occasion when in England he 
Jearnt how much untruth was embodied in Kipling'! 
Imes, .. East is East, and W.st is West and never the 
twain shan meet," and the Impt-essions he then gained 
had been fully confirmed by his experience of the last 
few weeks. Speaking of his mlSSion, he said that, 
though they had met with many disappointments, they 
did not despair. They had found a great deal of ignor
ance prevalent regarding India, but they bad also 
realised that much of It had III recent years been dis
pelled, and he would suggest to those of hili hearers who 
might be authors that, if they found they could not 
always get suffic1ent inspiration out of the threadbare 
"themes of the West, there were vast worlds in the East 
from which they could gather fresb inspiration. There 
was a 800d deal of virgin soil whicb novelists could till 
but which journalists who were always ina burry could 
OlUy scrateD. It was to the author he looked for the dis
,.nation of informatio\l with regard to Eastern pro
blems.lt bad always been a muter of wonder to,him how 
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th~ forty. five millions of people who inhabited Great 
Britain could be so obltvi6us of the fact that they had 
a big moral trust 10 ccmN'~ion with the hundreds nf 
millions who inh~bited their Eastera..Empire. Western 
people had lately been telli~ them that practi. 
cally a ban had been put on the large~part of creation 
a sinister ban of colour-a ban which was to make the 
Asiatic an inferior being-they seemed to forget that 
Jesus Christ wa'i an AsiatIC, and that they haq got 
almost all their civilisation from the East. The 
people of I~dla had had We;teru education and 
Western ideas forced upon them; as a result they had 
learned self·respect, they had ~ome to realise the dignity 
of their race, and they had come to know, too, that 
they must live their own life and w~rk out their own 
destiny. They did not believe that Providence would 
be So unjust as to place a ban upon the larger baU uf 
humanity. I~ they felt dissatisfied with the prer...e·nt 
condltlon of thlOgi. was It to be said that they were 
consequently disloyal? Had they wanted to light the 
fiery cross, they could have done It much better in their 
own country than by coming to England. Had they 
wanted to embarrass the Government, they would Dot 
have md.de their speeches on pubhc platforms i they 
would blWe worked underground. He wished to utter 
one word of warning, and that was, If tbey u,d not 
take care of their large Empire in India, If they were 
not true to the great trust which Provideo~e had place4 
in tt:eir bands, they would run serious cisk of lostftg 
India. In his oplOion. the British cnnnexion was in. 
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dispensable for India's growth and progress. He was 
loyal to his Majesty, not b~ause ht: was a British-born 
subject, but becau.c;e he beheved the British connexion 
meant the uplifting of his country, of his race, and of 
his religion. For these objects it was Q~ry that the 
British should be in India. He and his col1ea~e came 
to this country to lay their case before the British 
public. In the first instance, it was their desire to see 
Ministers aneJ to whisper into their ears the matters 
which it Waf> sought to impress upon the Government. 
But they had not been able to see the Ministers they 
desired to meet. They would return and try again. 
When he was in EdlOburgh the other day he waS' 
sh,?wn seven gates at Edinburgh Castle in dose proxi
mity to one anoth~r, which an enemy seeking entrance 
had to pass in turn. He could only say that if there 
were seventy gates preventing their access to British 
MiOisters they intended to knock and knock again at 
each until they were opened. And although on this 
occasion they had not been able to rea.ch the ear of 
Lord Crewe, they had, at any rate, succeeded 10 reach
ing the ears of those who ruled Lord Crewe, of those 
-who were his masters, of those who had a vote to glvP.. 
When they got back to theIr own country they would 
not wish to excite their fellow.countrymen by telling 
them .. ow tQey had been compelled to return without 
seeing Ministers, but they would, at any rate, fee] ('on
fident that, if. Ministers would not see them, they would 
at'any rate, he.ve to hear them, both in this couotry 
and in India 



KHAN BAHADllR 
SARPARAZ HUSSAIN KHAN 

In llu course 0/ h,s sPeech as Presid,nt 0/ the &hat' 
Provinoial Conference, Khall Bahadttr Sar/aras Hus&zJn 
Khan sa,d:-

I have followed With adv.mtage the excellent prece. 
dent of my predecessors in seckmg the co·operatlon of 
men of hght and leading 10 tbe provlOce by requestlOg 
them to favour me with their views and sentiments, and 
I am extremely grateful to such of my fnedds as have 
thus assisted me With useful suggestions. I shan uhhze 
them as well as I can and-without the least desue to 
mmimise my own responsiblhty-I feel all the better 
fortified that I am supported by the views of united 
Bohar lD what I am g010g to say on some of the current 
questions agltatlOg the pubhc mlOd m the provmce. 

" It IS a grlevance of a very tong standlOg-tbis of 
the practical emascldation of the higher classes of our 
people. It is morally lIldefenslble, politically mexpedi· 
eot and IS at the root of much legltlmate discontent 
whleb a Wise Goveroment would do well to remove!' 

The Secretary of State for India has announced 10 

the House of Commons the deCision of HIS Majesty's 
Govf$nment to remove the bar which bas hitherto pre
clu4ed the admlSSlon of Indians to th.e Commisslontd 
rank in his Majesty's Army and $teps are accordingly 
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bein, taken l'fISI*ting the grant of c:om~ toei_ 
IDdian Officers belongiDg to native Indian land f.
wbo have served in the aeld in the preeeot war aacI 
wbom .the Government of India recommended for this 
bon our in recognition of their services. Tbei1' namB 
will be notified tn the London Ga%ette and in the same 
Gazette they will be po.qted to the Indian army. The 
Secretary of State and the GovernmeDt of lodla are 
.dISCussing the general condlttons under which Indiaol 
should in future be eligible for conuniSSion5. In due 
coarse tbe Army CounCil w1l1 be consulted with a view 
to tbe introduction of a carefully conSldered scheme to 
provide for the selection of candidates and for trainiOl 
them in important duties wbich w111 devolve upoo 
tbem. 

For years I gave the best of what God has given me 
to loyal co-operation with those in whose hands PrDvi· 
dence has placed our deStinIes, but I feel bound to 
confess that of late the conviction has been growi", 
upon me mote and more that while co'bperation with 
the officials is good, self-dependence and self-reliance 
are even better and that \\<hlle good Goveroment, such 

'as has tee" estabhshed in this country by out British 
feUow-subjccts. is to be appreciated and supported, yet 
Setr·Goverameot for IndIa wJthin the Empire wou1cl 
be even Immeasurably better and should, therefore, be 
sought after by every constitutional means at our 
d~l. It· is in the fulness of tbis cODviction that I 
'5~d before you to-day as an avowed Home Ruler 10 

that the few yean tbat may yet be voucbade4 to me 


