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before the Reforms Committee, and primaril] to that of
Mrs Besant, the Labour party in England have not only
“been interested in the aims and aspirations of educated
India, but have promised theig_cordial help in securing
therr pra.ctxcal realization. Even the Self-governing
~ dominions have come to look to Indla from another angle
of visiomand to entertain for it a new born respect. In
a receat speech (eneral Smuts as Premier of the Soufh
African Dominions stated in reply to an address preseuted
by the Indians of Furban :—‘Owing to her mavnlﬁcegt
effort India has won for herself a pla.ce among the nations
of the world.....There was a great feeling in England jn
favour of India’s asplratwns ..We are members! of one
family and belong to tl]e same Empire.’ f\nd have we
not had practical evidence of the good will of English
statesmer,in that they have foxmul:ied a scheme to start us
on the road to self—government wlarein i to be found an
element of responsibility as contrgsted with the Congress
League Scheme which was entirely destityteof it ?

On the other hand, the position taken up by the Times
and by those who entertain® similgry opinions € neither
intelligible nor 10"108,1 They are willing to support the
principle of duahsm in the Provincial (rovernmen: but
not as regards the Central Government. Apart from the
merits of dualism there is an important matter, in issue,
and that is whether the terms of the Announcement have
been fully carried out when the..Government; of India is
not only kept free from popular nontrol but the Bill.now
beforé Parliament 1s characterised ' by the absence of any
indication as to when and how this is likely to be achiev-
ed. Itis admitted that the pledge of the 20th August,
1917, should be fulfilled dnd that without dela.n,(but its
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wording hall given grounds for the belief that some kind
of popular dontrol would be allowed in the Government
of India, perhaps under conditions that would be more®
strenuous as regards ¢ successive stages’ and ¢ progressive
- . . . »
responsibility * than those imposed in respect of provMcia
Governments. The withholding of a privilege as fegards ;
the grant of which there is a compl‘ete unansmity of
opinion is undoubtedly causing considerable disappoint-
pent and dissatisfaction. It will leave the sore open and
lead to continued agitation, which i# was hoped would
now cease so that the energies ofy the Government and
ok the people.could be concent.ratyf in the carrying out of
construstive yvork of reform.

The In{i’an National 'Con;)'ress at its session in
Atiritsar has givgn an adverse verdiet in respect to the -
proposed reforms, stigMatizing them as “inadequate,” “un-
satisfactory” amd ‘‘diSappointing.” On the other hand
the Conference of the §loderates “welcomes the Govern-
ment of Indi#® Act of 1919 as a definite and substfntial
step towarfls the progressive realisation® of responsible
governni®nt.” We sl? see further on which of these views

. .« . . . . .
repients the considered opinion of the Indian infelli.-
genf and of the masses. It is sufficient to note here that
even Mrs. Besant, who at first was for the rejection of
the Refosans Scheme is of opinich that “autoeraey has been
erippled in the Cen&:;a.l Gf)vernment.”
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CHAPTER V.
LA « T .
JNDIA’S CAPACITY FOR SELF-GOVERNMENT

Thecavxdence now being recor rded by the Parliamenta

~ Committee on Indian refo'rms has brought out in strong

relief certain views that are dxametnca.l]) opposed to each
gther, the one insi¢ting that India is prepared to underbake

' the entire task of selfggovermment, the ’gther entertaining

grave doubts that it wil ever be fit for this purposs, orent

all events, not in the near future. It is ORVIOUI we are

here dealing with extgmists on either %ide, against
whose honest.y no reproaches need gbg 'levelled thut
who hawa. allowed prejudiceto o¥scure their judgment.
When Mr. Patel stigmatizes thet Montugue-Chelmsford

, report as ‘that little thmw or My Madhava Rao is desu'ous o

to ﬁxspense at once with the whole pody of Eaghsh
members of the civil service or the Muslim“League and
Congress deputations plead for ful‘grovmcxal au®onomy—
they have allowed their resentment against the burea eracy
to obsess their minds to such an extent that their ptimary
considera is some ’]mw to be rid of the offensive agents
oj Bntxs&:u]e in India. Lord Sydenham, «Jir Henry
Stephen, Sir Verney Lovett a.nd others of that clan are so
steepell in autocracy that tlxex.cannot brook the idea of

ople who have  been bred 1 dependence beifig even
partihlly freed fiom control ard permitted te poach ip
their*cherished preserves ; and they, therefore, allow them-
stlves to be swayed by considerations which wou§@ hardly

“appeal to those free from ‘bias. It is, }.her‘efore, Min’ent
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to enter int} a somewhat minute exammatxon of the true
_eondition o/fIndia to take up the burden of self-government.

- There are certain matters in respect to which, happﬂy,
there is a consensus of opinion, for even the bureauc

are compelled®o accord their assent thereto. In a preflous
article a reference has been made to Sir James Meston’s °,
views as regards the newly awakened spitit of nafionality
_itsIndia. Sir Thomas Holderfless supported thisswhen
he emphasized ‘the increase of political activity among
t#e edatated people in Indiz The popglation of India was
atvakening to a sense of natlonalg(éanscmusness and was

e

i

no longer content o render pasgfve and unquestioning
o&dlence to the rulers.” In the Report of the Moral and
Material Progess of India, whichshas just been officially
issued, it i stated that ¢ the time has gone by when the
topic of conshntdt%nal rgform in India could be symmarily
dismissed with the remgyrk thht those who demand it form
but a fraetion of the pqpulation.” But, of eourse, from
this n®» mferenge ean necessarily be drawn that the p(ﬁple
are fit for qonstitutional government, for in advance in
political qgnscmusnesWes not necessarily imply a growth
in administrative abiiily, nor is education®any guarantee
for it® And this is the line that is readily adopted by the
opponents of reform. These may b® classed ag, i
objections, but there are certain ositive reaso;
to show the unfitness of Ifdians for self—oovemment
_ It.is stated that Wy deVolutlon of power on the partof
the Goxemment would m®n its passing into the hands of
an oligarchy, either on tléh basis of reh&x or of ‘education.
* The Brahman question has suddenly come to the frou# and
has loorggl very largely before the Joint Committee. ¥
is a la.rg‘ question and merits special treatment. Buta®
LI Vi !
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mﬁemnoe to one or two points in connectlon ith it will
“be enough to establish the artificial nature of the agitation

i «n fespeet to it. It is only in the Madras presidency that

a controversy has been started by and on behalf of non-
Braknans, and o other part of India is in®erested in it.
The faet that it dates only since the publication of the
Reforms Report ifidicates that it is the failure to secure
commynal representation that is the real grievance arel
not any recent aggressive conduct on the part of the
Brahmans. But the bogey e¢f a priestly oligafthy # .
knocked on the head y @ somewhat significant incident to
which Mr. Montagu dyew the attention of Sir Alexander
Cardew, who seemed somewhat hot on the sub;g.,t that
the non-Brahmans hady in*the last coun§il election in
Madras, secured a larger number of sests’ than Jhe
Brahmaps. These, in South Ingia, nd doubt, occupy a
dominant position, partly by feasonpof thgjr pnest!y fune-

. tions, but mainly because they hold the monopoly of

“edulation. Their influence is a.fiood deal gxaggerated, as-

for instance, when Sir Henry Stephen stated that a
judgment pronounced by a Brahmugg udge carrigd greater
weight. The litigant is more int&bsted in the result of
a case than in the personality of the jydge. The contq};nptu- .
ous treatment accordeli to the Pandahs in some of India’s:

~ shrines is evidence that the Brahman power is on the wane..

This is typical of what is going‘on around us. “Education
is gxewising a levelling mﬂuenca ant.vhatever else happens
there need be no a m'ehens:on ﬂhat in these matben,-o -fact
dayscthere is any prospeet of India being domma by s
priestly ollgamhy

v But we are on firmer ground when we coge to the
‘odneated classes. Strenaous objections have bﬁbh
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to the r to them of any power by the Government
on the ground that it will be monopolized by a comparative-
ly small section of the Indian population, who come under

. the category of being politically-minded., Assuming fhee

t

correctness of this proposition the first point to be eongider-

ed is whether the rest of the population,object to their

kith and kin, who happen to be egucated, to have eftrusted

't6 Yhem certain legislative and administrative functiohs or

' do they prefer the autocratic rule of a foreign nation ? The

Worm Report gives, as the main reasdn for withholding
popular control in the Central Governghent, the uncertainty

_ wl@herﬁucated India is in sympathy with and eapable of

 fairly refwresenjing those who do.not come within this
- category. ‘It #s a well knowa fdet that if, in a middle
classefamily Tn qup, there are a dozen individuals wha
can be reckoned among¥t the wnitelligentio there ure just
as many who are cutside this group,for through indifference
or. poverty or some otha untoward circumstances, thgy <
evince o intereatgn polities or cherish any gyeat desire for
a vote. Thei® more favoured brethren do not discard them
for this remson. Or,%§#a poor man is a kegn politician it

| is far from correet to presume that he will do anything to

the det$iment of his rizhér relatives. ,And if we go further
down to the masses, the apprehensions expressed on their
behalf areggequally groundless. “Recent events shoulds
surely knock out of §ih hea.i any idea that the bu

cracy atermore in touch ayith the masses who loo ﬂ
them te be the interpreterg of their wigts in prefergnoo
to $he edgcated classes. g fact some of “the reactior

witnesses before the Joint Committee have expre

their mi gs about the result, of the intelligentia
ing ent with responsnble oovernment masmuoh as
Sy . »
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" these would by reason of their close associatigly with the
v M, promote ill-will amongst them tSwards the
Government. A glance at the resdlutidna passed at the
E€ongress meetings will afford™eonvincing gvidence that
« the we]fare of the masses has not been overlooked Some
% of the dema.nds made were for thebenefit of all communities
while those whieh were caleulated to promote the mterhs{a
of the masses were larger in number than such as would
solely benefit the classes 1§ any further proef wege
“wanted of the good“ mll of the educated Indian towards
the masses it is to be¥’ound in the Rgforms Report where
its authors credit him? with having by speechgeandein.
the press done much tq spread the idea of a umited and
self-respectmg India afong thousands whqtb,a.d no such
conception in their minds. Helped by the  inability of
other clisses in India to pley a“prominent® part he has
assumed the place of leafler, Anfi whefi we find Indian
<" wikgesses advocating the extens¥n of the franchise, while
one or more hgve plea.ded for universal nﬁraoe, the con-
tention that there is an absence of sympathy with the
masses rests op a very slender basNe’
But, it is argued, the number of the intelligentia,
who have raised an ogtery for politidal rights, is sXémall,
_about 5 per cent. of bhe', population, while the rest of the
$eople are * voiceless ’ or ¢ iparticulate,” thwk the time
has not arrived for saddling In@a » with constltutlonal
government. Recent events b@!.re given somewhi:y pamful
* evidence of the ef{/‘b that the mysses, though not® dirictly
entifled to be called political-minded, are yet, under the
' yguidance and direction of the educated classes, exlnbxtmg
~« akeen interest in publig affairs anli especially 1 matters
' mvolvmg their personal welfare. And the p 1hty is

o
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imq goes on there will be an appreciable growﬁh
in the number of the people. who are so disposed. ®Buts
even if it is true that there will be a transfer of power to .
the hands of dun educated oligarchy, is phere anything &
extraordinary or objectionable in it as to arouse the pro- e
tests that have been raised ? Without® entering into the *
. egerits of the question whether® the Soﬂthborough Com-
mittee mlght not, with safety, have extended the fran-
shise, there is no reason foreIndia to be reproached for its
theapacity to raise an electorate tha “is evon 10 per cent.
of the populatlon ~By COmpa.rvahns with some foreign
cmntme we find that three years after the Reform Act
of 1832"the e’ectorate of England® was 4.6 per cenf., of
IreJand 1.9 per cent., of Scotland 3.2 per cent., and so
lae as, 1888 fo? the grhole of the United Kingdom it
had risen to onl 8.9 per cént. Sweden started with an
electorate of 1 per cent., and Italy with 2§ per cent. And
the Wnited Sgates of eriea, the most democratis=or™
countries, had s8 late as 1883 an electorate of only 17.5
per cent, gf the tota] pepulation.

There is anothei™objection raised b¥" Anglo-Indian
officjls, and especially by those who have retired, which
has also obtained recognition in the Reforms Report. It
states that ¢ there runs throughe Indian society a series of
clea.va.ge}—of religion, ®ace and' caste—which constanfly
threa.tep its solidaf‘y amd of which any wise pohtloal
scKemg must take seribms heed.’ at the people "are.
- splif'up into numerous dlvisions it woNd be idle toydeny,
but is ¥ really a fact that their pohtloa.l interests gre as
xrreeoqc;lab]e as’ thpy are stated to be? And is ‘9"
gove nt entirely free from the charge of having, in ore
nota nstance at least, encouraged these dtﬁerepees or ab
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« kept aloof from political agitation when the Hindus first
- embarked on it. They weré equmended and patted, and

o

“favears were showered on them. The héad of a local
Govewnment unblushingly compared the position of
Mahomgdans to “that of a favourite wife. Well, the
Mahgmedans, in course of time, have developed a mest-
uncompromising hostility to the manner in which the
Administration of Ipdia is beirfg carried on, and foremont
in the ranks of hon o-rulers are stalwarts like Jinnaf,
Mazarul Haq and Ha¥n Imam. Aed any ’unp?}ldiwd
person can see for himself that in the political moivem
of to-day Mahomedans %re juist as forward &s the Hindus.
The Congress-League gcheh:e was the joint® produgt of
both the communities. The occprrenchs’ at Arrah and
Katarpur were due to the religious bigotry of the ignorant
_masses or the narrow-mindedness, of some better informed
ns, and have been equally ~ denounced, by botit com-
_ munities. Théit a real change has taken pface in their feel-
ings is evident from the fact that {ipdus and Mghomedans
are now welcorhed in each other’s' places of worship and
are being encouraged to deliver political haranguesf from
their pulpits and pldiforms. As to the fratermization
which a few days ago churacterized the celebratjon of the
Moharrum and the Dusséhra and the Khilafat Day, it hae
simply staggered people of the 61d #iool and is an objeet
~ lesson to the Govgrnment, whtieh it would be an, ach of
supre.ne wisdom ﬁ ite part to thke to heart. In Canada
and South Africa, where social animosities were most
“Plonounced, the grant of full respongible government has
‘een justified by the result, but for India, " partial
one

: tefpohﬁibilityisbeing demanded and a hundred

T
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objections ave been raised. . At the same time, we would »
deowell not'to exaggerate the significance of the indjea-,
tions around us of a newly-formed amity and unity. The
very fact tha® communal representation is being demandad
by various communitles is enough, in itself, to mfse. oubts ,
as to the extent and reality of theses sentiments, which

« wpay be disturbed by a trifling «lifference on somé religious

-or social matter. But_in their attitude towards political
®uestibns there is eviden a genuine disposition to be
*guided by the principle laid down by’ Dadabhai Naoroji—
“Whether I am a Hindu, a Mahggedan, a Parsi, a Chris-
ey ™ of ady other creed, I am #bove all an Indian. Our
country is Iddia, our nationality iy Indian.’

From &1 foregoing rematks ¥n inference will perhaps
be drawn thad % is intended to establish the fact that we
are now fhlly prepated te undertake the task of self-
government. - I¥«will Be a great day for India when this
coudd be trut.ht‘ully saile about it, but it is doubtfplesides
so far, we hav® arrived at that stage. ,We have yet to
prove thajwe are equaj to bear the responsibilities that

~ will be placed on W4 But this we cag only doif the
opp@rtunity is afforded to us and not if it is withheld, as
it is" being done in ‘the case of the Central Government.
While we are entitled to enter g protest against this over- -
straine™aution on the part of ¢Government, we are bypno
means so sure of on% position when we proceed to claim

. proviucial autonomy wgghout going through the shages

~ tha¥ have been imposefl on us. deesire to dispense
® with sthese stages does credit to ofr patriotism ; and
that we have a sufficiently large number of men'oigm
tion and ability to “indertake apy task, however difficult,
i wﬂlﬂibedelwd ; but what we Jlack is administrative
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mexpemence and very often a due sense of respgusibility in
- heedischarge of a duty. Though British ruie has been
- autocratic the idea that India amay some day be fit for
. self-governmeut bas not been absent in the mids of some of
“ .1ts rolegs, possessed of sympathy and-good will towards the
= people of thxs couatry. One of these was Lord Ripon,
~ who lookbd to local self-government to pave the way for
‘ ﬂelf-gofrernment With this in view municipalities and
' loca.l boards were started by him. That they have nbt bees
~an unqualified succeds it would be idle to deny, and in thé
Reforms Report it is ﬁ’nkly admitted,that this is due, to
- some extent, to the actioh of Government offitials wﬁb Ve
kept these institutions unpder their leading striigs ahd have
thus prevented their natidfal development V\&hhm the few
‘months that Government 1nterference #hd control  have
been relaxed, a most desirable schanGe is to be hoblced and
it may confidently be stated that thi reopT® will justify the
melhty that has been placef on them. But can it
- be said that in the past we have acquitted® ourgelves so as
to be able to repudiate the® change of incapanify ¥ =~ Go
where we will, the same sad stor;&a presented to us of '
members who have subordinated the public gogl to
selfish ends and have abused the® position they" bad
- acquired, of others who haye allowed sectarian feelings to
influence their conduct 0l have ¢vasted valuab®’ iame in
’wmnglmg over petty matters “or by 4ndulging in long-
winfied speeehes or allowed themg¢lves to beuomeTﬁ& tools
for  registering tI?)mandates ‘offy officials. Is it ‘any
exaggeratlon to sSay that self-respecting peoplm keep®
from these institutions, so as to avoid comipg into
mt with objectionable officials and still mor objec-
tlomble non-—ofﬁcxalsl’ So far then "as admindstgative

O 3 o Ql oo
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experiencé isiconcerned it cannot be said that India is any *
the richer by what has been acquired during the sevegal ,
decades that municipalities and distriet beards have been
in existence. § » .
When we survey the higher domain of the legisl:tive
councils the same disappointment stareg us in the face at
amount of experience that has been acquired®or the
work  that has been achieved. It is true there wias not
nwich t@be done there except to act the part of a eritie,
bat even this, besides its being aethankless task, was
barren of any good results for the Jeason given in the
Ry Renort that *the presence®df the official 4/oc may,
to soms 8xten® give an air of ungeality to eriticism in
the ,council, #pll’. There are several types of members
to be found in thed councils, There are those devoid of |
brains and ®f self-resffect, jwho are there as ereatures of
the Government, tx$ bekit said in their favour that the
are more or less harmless®y for no one takes them serio
and any materfa® benefit they derive from ,the part the
are expectegp to play y counter-balanced by the loss the
sustain in falling in Mo’ estimation of their, own country
men. @ It is doubtful who is more to be commisera 4
such nien or the Gov'rernment, whigh utilizes such men.}
Anyhow their days are numbered, for in the new order
of things ey will not bey;olemtﬂin any public assemblg,
We next come to another {ppe of ten, proud, over-sensi-
tive ‘and with lofty ideg)s before them, who againpto
quote®the words of the Rpforms B.epor&gbelittle the utility.
of the wouneils, if not denounce thet asa oynie&lafud
caleulated sham’.  With the courage of their convitti
they shake the dust of the councils off their feet. gt
the copmjry has veed of such Taen, and we will see them
\ v . 3 » - »
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" before long fighting in a more dignified counpil the cause
. ﬁey have so much at heart. Yet anothbr type which
is represented by men who arggveterans in the field or
earg giving the best days of their youbh and who are
« descyibed as possessing ‘“‘a sense of responsibility in dealing
with Governmeat leomlatnon—a.nd a ekilful and, on the
whole,'a. moderate use of'the opportunities we have gjwen

then in the legislative councils of mﬁuencmg Government

_and affecting the course of public business.’ This i¢ a

 generous_ tribute, "t it will hardly be endorsed by the

bureaucracy in Ind¥, considering,the hostile attitude
they usually adopt towards non-official mefnbers £ aii®™ are
ready not only to brewbeat them, but to freat them with

a discourtesy of which somé fine samples haVes beén given

at the recent meeting of the Imp rial ]Sbblsla.tlve Couneil,

,,a» There is yet another type wlich is descnbed In the Report
~  as thinking ‘more of display’. f Thet® those who come
Measgler this category do not fukgr realize the responsibility
of their positien is due to the sense of* unyeality which
characterizes the proceedings ox.the countyls, Giving
such men every credit for ther oood intentions, they
sometimes discredit the cause they are fighting for. § Cons-
cious of the fact that what is said by them is treated
with indifference by thee Government, and will, in no way,
wuffect the issue of the matter under disc¥ssion, they
indulge in prohxlty in " debaté eande an oratorical display
with the main ideg of appealing®to the galiery. Thn loom
largg in the eyes ; the publie, Yoy whom they are{ooked
upoy as heroes. “ It cannot be said they have %dded Yo

w:‘ own legislative or adxmmstratxve experignge or of
t of the country, whigh nnfortuna.tely, has a . weakness

for heroes. On the one hand we i pleadut for self-
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government, on the other hand we allow ourselves to be *

dominated ‘y heroes,—than whom it would be impossiple |
to find a set of men more unpractical. They may be
conscientious,§they may be spirituallysminded, bug as

leaders in thy path of self-government, they are most |
dangerous, and may lead us into pitfalls which more
practical men would have the foresight to avoid. *If India
shes to convince the world that it is qualified for self-
governhent, it must elimingte hero-worship and be guided
by men whose conduct is characterized by sobriety and

moderation and practical common sghse.

~wgeygoveriment 1% a high ided], but it is not difficult
of attaitment? if only we will talp to heart the words of
thay great, kan, A, O. Hume, t&' whom India is under
eternal obligatis®and who exhorted us : *‘Never grow faint
or weary & the up-Mll fight ; stick to constitutional
methods ; be unfag ; ":ther-so]diers in one holy army,

put far off from you alile all selfish aims, all persppades
differences ; be ®igilant, wise and temperats alike in worth
and in degget ; be surg thgt a power greater than all,
King’s or V. iceroy’s\"or Pa.xtliament’s, will,lead you in the
fulneds of time, to all that you can rightly and wisely
desire and to all thal you have tutqped yourselves to merit.
Let all gtrive unselfishly to pave the way for India's
enfranchi®ment, and thy happil‘s: and growth, physicod;

mental and moral of her #®ming njllions. 2
»
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L ] » z : »
g0
. o ’ o=
» .



e ; CHAPTE&VI. &
i . THE BUREAUCRACY. .

In <he Annc:uncemeqt of August 20, 1917, His
Majesty’s Government proposed conferring self-governing
institutions on India as an integral part af theyBritigh
@overnment. In thg memorandum submitted in 1916 by
nineteen elected mémbers of the Imperial Legislative
Council the demand m¥de was for “self-governmepé.agder
the aegis of the British Crogn. In the Cengress-League
Scheme, wherein is fSmulated in full tify demand of
educated India, we find self-governmenty asked for so ‘that
India shall be lifted from the plsition of & dependency

~ to that of an equal partner in th¢) Emgire with the self-
rning dominions. In the cq:zrowrsy which has raged
over the Refogms Report and in the evidende given by the

Indian witnesses before the Pgrliamentary, Committee

though self-gogernment is thd goal which is kéPt in view

it is always subject to the understanding that Indig is to
remain an integral gart of the British Empire. 43o far
then it is clear that no section of Indian politicians con-
sgmplates the severance  of Indjp from Englasf but that
, this country should be piaced ox a leyel with self-governing
~ dominions. ‘ o ,
These, it may ,{e'taken as aryadmitted fact, Rate no
desiré to cut thefiselves away from the mother-country.
.,ﬂ?oo&,’ it is said ‘is thicker than water,” and the truth of
$hiis aphorism may be fully conceded. But in this aterial-
~ istic age there are other and more practical considgrations
( o
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which cannot be ignored. The colomes take a pride, and |
very nghtzly&‘l in being members of the British Emplre, and
in the later day developments the probability is that tifey »
will be alloweg a substantial share in the direction of Im-
perial policy{ with the result of drawing togethersthé®
bonds which unite the dominions with the mother-country. «
But apart from this the colonies are not %trong enpugh at
p&sent to stand on their legs and face the world with a
dptermjnation to fight for their existence, unaided by the
mora]. and material suppor't of England. And so it will
be with India. When, in the fullmess of time, she has
,sew‘full rasponsible governmefft she will not be in a
better positioy, and perha.ps in not so good a position, to
defind hersgf from foreign a,ggr’ssmn without the aid of
. sotfie power withy suﬁiclent resources which can .be effec-

tively utilived for their protectxon So that, if for no
higher motives, h\(:onsxderatlons would induce India
tio sacredly ma& connection with the British
Empire. ASuffigient evxdence has, of late, been givé
her loya l‘? to a countri of which she %s at present a
dependa but in vesibet ) which she has the ambition
upy a much higher and a more trust&d position.
: dia, then, ha.s'no desire to be independent, though
such of its people who may be rékoned to be politically-
minded §ze in a ferment to brin® a.bout a change in the
present relations Wlth hbe na¥pn by which they are
governed at present.” Fpglish stathgmen have ewincgd a
symsthetic attitude toffards her loNgings and aspirations
sand arp satisfied that the conferring of gesponsible govern-
ment on its teeming millions will be conducive o their
best jifterests and will, in no way, subvert the suprec:éiey ©
of the paramount power\ But the governing caste®in
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N India, for a caste it has become with time-honoured tradi-
~ tions to back it, seems to think otherwise. It is filled
o« with vague apprehensions as to the future, Doth of India
and of the British Empire. Sir Yerney Lgvett, as their
- fepresentative, etated before the Joint Co:g;nittee on the
= Goverament of India Bill with reference to the vigorous
" propagapda pursuéd by ‘anti-Government extremists’ that
‘a strong lead was needed *against this, which the Britifh
Parliament should give in order to prevent the‘vuin of
India and of British interests’. * Now, there is a confusiop -
of ideas heré which Ypght to be cleared up. That there
are extremists in IndiaMy pelities wil} have to be admitted,
just as there are extremists amongst the goyerning e s
in India amongst whong Sir ‘Verney Lovett {5 a shining
light. Sir William Meyer, on being agked whether $he
grant of self-government to Indga would tead to its
insistence on separation, stafed that in the present state
of world politics, most Indians r;zzf’ that they could
®eeatand alone. And Lord Cﬁ.rmichs.elt whozhad been
Governor both ¥n Madras and~in Bengal, gfive as his
~ opinion that his experience {is sWeh,did nofMsake him
think that respotisible government would be impossible or
harmful in India. British India, as an integral patt of
the Empire, would, he Wlieved, benefit by its realization.
In the face of such opintons Sir Verney Lovetfghas well
qifilified himself to be sZlled a¥bureaucratic extremist.
But when he stigmatites the Thidiat extremists as ‘anti-
Government’ he overgoots the ma#ik. They are not égtile
to the Govemment,ﬂ ut they exh‘bit a decided apimus,
against,the English members of the ecivil service. Some
misiisye are who would like to clear out this class and
brench at a moment’s notice. But Sir Verney Lovett will
: A . . ) \ .
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} us i3 hnﬁmmnt to hostility tomrds Government’. 'That «

saril 8t the display of animus towards them is
‘ m, n&onﬁﬂ 2 high crime and misdemeanour, though .
mrbm oomﬁhd]t judicial authorities seem to enterhm
: *how To be logical, Mrs Montagu ought’to be
ned as the chief offender, for he makes no secret of
otd that it is his heart’s desire to cripple and disable
s by transferring the governing power from their
£ the hands of the people angl;gxs latest pronounce-
mﬂ:" » the offect that ‘it is preposterous to suggest
that the appmﬁted destiny of the cc,mtry should be delay- v
' d"ﬁw illbthe interests of the service’.
* But the seryitdis not disposed to take lying down
what it believes is a Hat for its gradual extinetion or,
worse than that, tinir d\gradation from the position of
masters that of s@rvanks. The authors of the Refosa#™
Scheme havg in the most «{ulsome terms, sacknowledged
the debt }}a oweg tpt%embers of the civil service,
who are told that heretofore they shaped #nd helped to
hap:ﬁhe policy on, which the administration was to be.
they have a fine administratéve record, but that,
in future, they will have to share ‘,’heu‘ responsibilities with
the people whom they Wil have té¢rain in years to comé™
for relieving them emtinpdy of thdg burden. An ;ppeal
was magle to their loyalty Jnd it vhdly believed thas
it would elicit a satisfactdry response. But no sooner the
Secretafy of State’s back was turned on® India thar, the
‘white mmtiny’ declaned itself and repudiated the asserticti—
that tie service had been consulted in respect to thes
128 ~
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proposed reforms or had in any form given these their
approval. They protested .against the diminution of the

« peospects of promotion, against what they cofisidered was

-

*of things, they Would have to carry out a$policy in the
raming of which they had no effective voic
undér the idea thtt they will have to carry out the behests
of a minister which they tay disapprove as not ‘consongnt
with the interests of good government. Sir Michael
O'Dwyer has stated that metbers of the civil sel.‘v'ica,tke
unwilling to serve uler Indian ministers. As to trainidg
men who are to reliev&them of their burdens, which is the
new role allotted to them, they are cutious #™WFihe
 identity of those they gill Have to educats, Surely not
the ministers who are to’ be practically 'shoir madjers.
And when the various services comg to be hrily recruited
- from amongst the Indians, they are filled with apprehen-
sion about the fate of a solitary Mgl' “¥man in a mofussil
jion nursing his woes witKout anothey white ntan to
console him irhis misfortunege Finally,“th ‘decision is
arrived at that India is noflondy a,fit cou to live in
for an Englishtnan possessing any self-respect -and there-
fore ‘such of us as are not prepareq to make thenfjelves
pawns in what is teemed in the Report “ome of the
atest political experiments ever undertakep in the
%lzrld’s history” should#de given) the option of*etiring on
pe:\siops caleulated wjsa referened tovtheir service and to
their prospects’.  fi & &
Tty would be upfair to the civillservice to say that “their
grievances are absolutely groundless, though fo what

a degradation of their position in that, ix}thc new order

==wBetent” its members deserve to be cpmmisserated or com-

 @ensated is another matter, The ‘white mutiny be it
: “ b 0

They chafed |
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~ said, is ‘confined to the civil service only and, it would .
appear, to oqx a certain section of it, which would be glad o
. to anticipate’ the period of their retirement by a few years
- atthe expens} of the Indian tax-payem The youpges
- members havi{not had time to get affected by any senti- =
ment and may be expected to approach;the questmn from
e practical point of view whether their interests are =
1 ly to:be prejudiced, to which they have every right to
| thke ex'eptlon Englishmen in other services and depart
ments' do not seem to be dlsturbavl or alarmed at the
constitutional changes now being f ged for they realize
- thattfeetythat sb long at they efficiently and conseieptiously
dischard® the? duties and are rgmunerated accordingly,
theyare fylflling the destity w?uch brought them to
India. It canno’ be said that their sympathy towards the
mlsfortunes b the c1v1113ern(;e is of a very gushing nature,
for they have ofter ad‘o smart under the overbearing
and oﬁen ve beha. ur of its members. Lord Carpsiss
“chael, e "@ploring hostile attitade so often
taken up Indmns toprar® the civil service, had fo
admit that he ‘had heard ¥as harsh crjticism of the
Indiap civil service from Europeans belonging to other
servied®’, And the Yeason is obyjons. By a peculiar
combination of eircumstances all power is centred in the
| hands of & civil ser The &gtrict officer who may»
happen to be a junjpr §gB six geven years standlng
" controls all the other deprtments. may within hllf
an_ hdfr pass orders direcifng the superintendent of pohoe,
the eiviksurgeon, the forest officer or thd engineer t'o do .
this, that or the other or may ecriticize one thing Q’,:z:
anothe done by them mthout possessing any technical,
v knowh}ige or expenehce wh mskes him competent to

toke R P i)
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b do so. Naturally the service which has to produce men
@ t® perform such super-human functions syffers from a
‘swelled head and is considered somewhat of ‘a nuisance by
= other European‘officials, who will not be aferse to being
= freeds from a thraldom, which, at least at $imes, must be |

huﬁllx&tmg “

- When we come to look upon the relations of the eivil
service to the educated classes the fat is fully in the lre
_Each favours the other with unmitigated se¥n  and’
matters have comé.to such a pass that some chanpe whs
bound to take place t& prevent an explosion. Txme was
when those put to rule over the lafid were hot onjy~wbked
upon but were, as a qatter of fact, the $protedtors and
benefactors of the people. *They lived amondst; them,ghey
moved with them, they studied thelr Wants which they
“relieved to the best of their gblhty Enoland' was a far oﬁ
land and stray hill stations which ted were the resort
Sasmwixthe privileged few, for dak g‘l rrifs and byllock. earts
were not suffeciently inviting to be utxhz&f fofa few days
pleasure. Each bungalow Yalled encl&ure attached
to it wherein evere located tHe du beauties who filled the
position of wives or mistresses to men who had twlead a
+ more or less solitary kife in India. Where such ffaterni-

~ sation existed there Wi 10 raom for racial feeling. But
“*times have changed. Jfrivilegg. iave for tiodbe month:
enables a visit to be ¥4id to tb home-land. A twenty-

. four hours run s often legg is all that is necessary to '
trangport the tired and jaded wogker to the ecool Meights
and, fresh breefes of the attractive summer resorts now
messiyscattered all over India. An i inereage in the gumber of
‘« Europeans, official and non-official, has brought iato exis- !

“tence clubs m every little, /fatstlon in India. Not only 1

] :
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are illicit connections tabooed but a curious development 3
‘of morality is the ostracism of a European, whether snalp «*
_or female) who has formed a legitimate alliance with
an Indian{ All round we see influences at workabo
widen the |{reach between Englishmen and Indmng‘
If ever a man deserves to be commisserated it is the “
district officer of to-day, for he is the victim of® a system
f administration which evidently looks upon him as a
monfter, for tono human being is given the capacity,”
® physical and mental, to cope withgthe multifarious duties
with which he is burdened. He is supposed to have his
, ®agenin evéry mar's pie, thus causing needless irritation
with8ut ay appreciable gain tp the public. He has to
dgtect the gwiminal, order IMs prosecution and then sit in
]udgment onshdm, for a beneficent legislation has ordained
it so. And when an a’gbresyve and pertinacious limb of the
law begins to qeote ryings by the yard, his wits go wool-
- ga.t}'n,ri, and hd Ja darg not resort to the only pessibic =
relief, tigt of* flinging 4he volumes thatehad been handed
to him the _headgof Whe officious counsel, and has to
content himself by making sarcastic and semi-idiotic re-
magks about the judicial luminaries whose rulings have
beel! quoted. But he consoles hjmself by nourishing an
eternal hatred against lawyers in general, which is returned
with ediitpound in by th%class. There is, howev®r,
a greater torment hg hifs Yo endudyand that is his commis-
siongr. The district | Mike to see him ab the
botfom of the sea, for #hey are worried out of their live
by réhinders sent by the superintenddnt of this ,oﬂielal,
who ugnally possesges a devilish ingenuity for justifyiug
" the ékistence of his master, whjch is judged by the number
of lejhars deepatdfx'ed dailywby putting tl:; most outrageous

o
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ions on the mmplest ma.tters and by sending direohons

i“‘Qxatvoeordmg critiques the inanity of which evpn the com-

~ missioner would realize if there was anything riore serious,

tdoecgpy his mind. But a yet greatgr inflictign is kept in

reserve for him, for time-honoured traditions id the most

*| sacred mjunctlons of Government enjoin on him the duty

L“ of giving interviews to the toadies and sycophants who are

, nsna.lly to be found standing outside his gates or to th

P raises and gentry of sorts who txade on their positiop an

| on the good nature of the official by asking for favours fore

{ themselves or for their relations up to the tenth generation.

{ Harrassed in mind and ‘)od), if the officiale weregbenhty .

violent hands on some of, them he would cerbainly De en-

‘Wtitled to the benefit of ‘the<provisions in theenal Coje

- relating to justifiable hO[ﬂlClde Here @gnin he has to

. content himself with entertaining” and exhibiting the °
utmost contempt for his interviewergjin particular, and for

S=Fmeians generally, for producing (.ﬁcb swretched specimens
of humanity. Sv» much for one 41. the offieid]l pasthods of
promoting good will between the fwlers and uied 1t
‘need hardly be said that the self-respectmg ndian, by .
whose advice the official would really be benefited, never1
darkens his doors. o

& It is, therefore, clear that whatever mxght have been '
" the merits of the district ffficer ipafite past, for4§ was he
who built up the ‘fine aMdinistray| e record’, he. has out-
live the period of udsfulness theh was allotted to him.
He is yo longer the protector and Bonefactor of the mM i}
for he has lost toush with them. They are turnimz now

wety:the educated classes for help and guidance. With the
mdlsgmtcw, who are the dirgct outcome of Britith mle‘ :
inindm, and with their au*vnnd aspmtmns he no

i (\\‘. : [ L Y\. s
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sympathy and as such has to adopt an attxtude of aloof?
ness if notyof hostility. He has lost the confidence of, thes
peeple ov’gﬂwbom he has been set to rule. With his
energies friftered in a hundred and one directions zm h‘u |
neither the §apacity nor the time to be an efficient admi-_ »‘
nistrator. As the representatwe ofy autocracy, which

e whather by choice or the exigencies of the servlee he has

. Orepulsxve but ineifective to secure, the end in view. Ref

protect at all hazards, his armoury is replete with

ethgds=which, in these- progressive days, are not only“

_ pression, coercion, racial cont,empt and absolute ruldgd
nfag’ yrocurd tempdrary relicf™® but in~ the long ru
engemer f resentment Sowards those whose instinctl
. ofyr self-preggrvation - compelm a resort to such measures
.as a forlorn®hope. Bureaueracy has been weighed ™

g "-in the balfnce and i? foué:d wanting. Sir Claude Hill

admitted as mueh wi

submitted to the in'f‘ Committee on reforms that $# -
-cannot by too strongly sisted upon thatythe bureaucracy

e stated in the memorandum

i"and execufgre, with th intentions, are liable to make
‘3 ‘mistakes'and * mlsJudoe he effects of jmeasures.” The

%

_men.are more or less

en%ng animus aga.mst this class is persona.l to a certain

xteflt, due to the extreme offegsiveness of some of its

representatives, but is, in a larger measure, dirécted against
the system which p

es sucy, men. There is a stroze <
feeling amongst the edfgated el es, and English states-
mpathize Vibh. it, that tHere & no
P t of any liberaf institutions being mtroduoed in
Indiasunless the civil serviee is depriled of its powq:,

‘prestigg and pmnleges And this is precisely What is .

‘ aimed at by the authors of the Reform Report when they

pmpoeetohke away frony\ heservice the decision of
\2 e R i e
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ﬁrger qﬁestions of policy and to reduce th«; status of iﬁs.-
Eagmembers to that of the civil servants in En%&. This

bound to be the logical result of the Anemorable
= Annoupcement of August 1917 in Which important consti-
u.,.&ntmnal changes are outlined, and against thﬁ fiat there
h‘ is no appeal, for it has been stated, *‘our policy is irrevo-
| cably declared and it ought %o content all sober minds”.
{ The ecivil service with its present traditions, is doomed.
" Mhe bureaucratic oligarchy wild, after a time, ceade to
exist, much to the religf of other Europeans, official and ©
' non-official, as also of “the people who are pleading for
- home rule. But it by no means folloWw that Englighmst
who have contributed g largely towards é\rokmg the
 spirit of nationalism in India,%re to be eliminafpd entirely -
from the department which, in the future, &will carry on -
- the administration of the coqntry - The out&ry for a
larger number of appointments in th/' public services does
-m mean the entire exelusion of l) rg-‘ﬁs’ms but is directed
to the reversal ob the policy by ch the ¢hilden of the
soil are prevented from attau\tg o position they are
" qualified to fill. «India desires 'to emerge from a state of
tutelage,  but has no illusion that, as matters stan “at’
present, it can dispense with the wxsdom, the experitnce
and the gootl will of i;})r who have so far directed its

dstiny. The scientists, thé/educatjeitists and tise experts
in the various department®’ of letifing have received, and
willever receive, a wath welcomel and why should thxs
be not extended to those whose serwces are, from one p¥int
ok \new, more valugblo and even indispensable ? Whetever
— Ay - hﬂppen a few decades heuce, at present, in “the
infierests of India, it is essentm.l that there should ¥e a
strong leaven of the Enghsh Jsment amongst those who

TR L\ f flesas: ihe
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will be charged with the work of administration ; with
this difference, that in the future the people will have a 2
share in difi@ting the policy that is to be pursued aad
that there wi¥§ be a larger proportion of Indians who will
give effect tojthis policy. The civilian of the futurg, ive
place of beink the sole ruler, will have the responsibility _
shared by others and will be released *from the odium,
wiich is now borne by him entirely, for acts tghat are un-
jpulﬂo. That the members of the civil service, come
gut o India actuated by purely benevolent motivesisa =
fietion which will, before long, I rep]aced by the fact
that, ,hke othgr Englishmen in fhe various departments,
the(? swek oufga career in this country as it offers,an open-
ing for thelr talents which cannot‘be utilized in their own

" home, as i 48 ayerstocked by those possessmg equal or
superior ta nts Thegstruggle for existence is a powerful
motive which will 1mpel Emghsh youths to visit the shores
of India, provided the $oing so is sufficiently remunera-~
t.we, in b’.‘)lte of the &} at the opportunity for indulging
in autoc rule will taken away. “In a democratie
country } England te te ]dency is not in this direction ;
it is a quury whlch is a,cqulred after aecertain term of .
~_resigence in India and is repugnant to most well regulated

. minds. The civil service, in its @#wn interest, should then

cheerfully accept the new ordepgof things, wherein a great

sphere o% usefulness 3 still den to it. On the ot
hand, some of ouw rfdng politigians would dg well to
mogprate their a.ntlpa.t , towards akelass which, all titings
considered has done a food deal for India and may yet do

a good deal to further its material and%moral welfage. The

fntu;e'relatxons betwveen England and India are by no means

. 80 dmoneertmg as some ipnists would ha.ve us behega

\,.J.
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_ Since the above lines were written the' Reforms Bill
m.hu found a place among the statutes of the realm. ‘A
™ digeussion of its merits is out of place here, €fut there is
~ one outstanding fact which is wgry relevaft. From all
' sides.the advice s been tendered to us; wih the best of
| =motives, that if we wish to utilise to the full the ‘new
 privileges that have been conferred on us we must work
..in co-operation with the®civil service. Lord Selborn
_ Who was President of the Joint Committee, hasggivey .
" expression to views characterizéd by the highest States,
- manship and sympatly towards India. Ile advised the
| ‘people to be moderate 4in their criticism' ef things and
~ persons unless they wished to alienate the good Gl of
~ their fellows subjects, angl to the civil service he advanced
an appeal which is very signicant :—“Your opk will'be -
different, your position will be differgnt, bu@ %o f‘fr as this
humble admirer of your great,work can judge it is not
going to be in the future a bit less igferesting. It is going
= to be'of a different kind, but I m/ﬂit.e certainfthat the
service you can “ender to India Aﬁ the E&piﬁis going
~ to be greater in the future t;hamt t Bs been in tAepast.”
% ' e :
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,-,  All round we find a high frlbute beind pa.xd to Indm ¥

i

wing sense of natxona.hty Tt is further conceded that
-goﬁrnment, which is its logical sequence, cannot

" new in Some form or other be w1thheld from ns. Ina

previous article a sufficienly strong #asc has been made
out as to India’s capacity to undertke this task. This is
a valoh®e assef and on it we gre going to stake the future

_ welfgre of 315 millions of humgn b#ings, Take away this

asset and g $gthwith become bankrupt and do nob
deserve that iny heed should be paid to our professions

| and protestations. We will sdon be put on our trial ; how

are we.going to an } ourselves 7 Are we going to

make ourselves ghe laughiny stock of the world ? ‘Do we

WISh to be tilp instrumen uf bringing furzher disasbers
“on our, counfry ? It looks very.much as if aomethmg of the
_kind will happen unless we are careful abdut” our future
movegpents,. We kiow with what jealous and envious

4

' eyes these are being watched. A fale step now taken will

* diseredit us,.and very.mghtly, u&he eyes of the English
pablic which is ready to nfer on' us an inestimable boon.

Tt, therefore, behoves s 1" seriously® gonsidef the present

mtuab‘n and act with zhe utmost circumspeetion. For

~ we shalysoon be called upon to undertake a respomsible

duty which is not being forced on.us, But which we are

eager te Bssume. Bt a week ago I laboured hard to

estabhsh the fact that we a;%competent to duehutge thu! :

8 byl 7
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. duty. It is not pleasant for a writer to have to retract
what he has written, but it is better that than to live in a
™ féol’s paradise to be ignominiously turned o) of it. '
, The goal we are aiming at™s creditablé enough, for
j ‘lt'is the gradual attainment of self-government as an
w-intasra] part of the British Empire. This & to supersede
the pregent absoldfte rule of an alien nation. It embodies
a revolution, though nof accompained by the clash gof
.. arms and streets overflowing with blood. It is a@eaceyyl
‘revolution, the seal to which will be put on the *floor of
the British Parliamer®.. For a nation to have exercised
despotic sway over a eountry for a centyry and a half
and to quietly surrender its rights predicafis noyﬂ!f’erel'y
a nobility of mind, but€he sagacity of bein able to_per-
_ceive that in the progress of events a chpngé® had become
desirable both in the interests of the dominar$ power and
of the people whom for so long it had held in subjection.

England is a demoeratic countrf-f apd despotism in any

8

form is repugnant to its instifit#?" But p resdrt to it in
India was inevitable by reason ofithe influen & that were
at work. There was the prospect of a ﬁeld,% -once wide
Jand profitable,” being opened out for the advenfurous
youths desirous of escaping from the struggle of exigtence,
which is the ordinary Sot of an overcrowded popuﬁktiop.
An opportunity was beirz?f afforded_for- the expansion of
British commerce and manufagct(ires which was greedily
% availed. of at the exp}pﬁ'é and, in*|some instances, the ex.
~\tinction of Indian industries. That despotism, hégyever
~ benevalent may have been its intentions towards India,
served, England well cannot beé denied. But it will also
have to be admitted that an absolute rule was fora time
essential in the intereste o%(India. A prey to foreign
: v {etnis 0
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invaders and torn by internal dxstensmns, a strong hand

as needed to seeure peace within and from without. But
hile or the ondfland, despotism reigned rampant, on the #
ther hand, the r&lers were busy writing its epltn.ph For
ghey deliberately and with full knowledge of the consg- »
quences introduc®l a system of education which was bougleees
to overthrow in time the absolute rule of Phose to whom
‘was gommitted the destiny of India. And it is the recogni- 4
tioWo§ th¥ fact that the time has now arrived for substitu- -
ting somethmo better for the decaying fabric of a system
of government adapted only to obsolde conditions that
redounds tp the oredit of $he Englishmation.

St:;&)vernnfent we want, and the boon will soon be
granted to us, Whether it wjll sa®isfy our demands or
our expeetati xfs weneed not pause to discuss here, for once
we are started on the rossl to it nothing can keep us back
and sooner or later we will rea®h the goal. The tide has*
seti in, and no human Rantl can roll it back. But what is
self-government % o p shortly and simply, it is the
administrationy of the pufplic affairs of a country by the
| people. It is dlstmoulshe from autocracy where a single -
| persong exercises uncontrolled authorxty, ahd from an
- ohgar’y where the ghpreme power is placed in the hands
of a few persons and a despotism in %hich no place can be.
founﬂ for the will of sthg peopleg The present Govern-
‘ment of India comes unddt ghe last named. category and a °
strong desire is expresded what it is should be modifipd so
s to%hllow the people gsome voico “in the direction 3f
affairs. » For securing this, we are entitled to utilize qvery
. form of lggzﬁxmate itation ranging fron? mild expogpula-
tion tof the employtuent of language that is forcible and
emphatlc Bnt‘ a ' person, f’urm up and says: ‘Whji

.'i" e Hieme e 2,
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in India by the name of dkarna, which i is less irkso
- ®and more effective. All one has need to to lie on h
back and decline to budge till hat he wa¥its is granted or
© what he wishés to be removed is put out of the way.,
z—..—r‘_é.‘lly, passive resistance kas not even thésaving grace of
origigality ; it Ys dharma of old in a wastern polish. The '
s parallel does not end‘here. The indigenous articl
’utlhzed by fakirs who had earned the reputa.tmn”of 1
+in the odour of sanctity, ‘its modern substitute is beong
played for what it it worth by a man who bears a saintly
character and who b# certain achievemends, wherein pure
unselfishness and a genuipe desire to Benefit 'ﬁ:nkmd
played a conspicuod® pajt, has earned the reputation of a
saint. When he tells the people thew £ Jlacking in
experience and he has abundanee of it and o spare he is
by ne means romancing ; when he tells them they talk u
good deal, but his privilege it if tg fast and to pray, he is
fortified with the conviction th%/)xs easyr t? pray than

\ ‘
plesd or agltnte, there is a trick as old as the hills, knot{
l

{

it is to reason and persuadeand convingg, and that to
persons with a weak digestiqn a little fasting 1s equal to a

_pint of patent medicines, apart from the accretion it
‘unintentionally brings to one’s piety ¥ when he tell® them
that they are helpleé% when beset with trials and adver-
~ sities, but that he has a{ speelﬁc _which is an  infallible
. remedy for all the ills in cnsa'tlon, he is eonvinced he is
. imparting an absolufetruth and é\ the efficacy of which he

~ entertains a profound belief, agd when he appea.ls\'bo the
peopks to surrender their will to his and to follow him
mellmtly he does it in all slmplxmty and in the assurance
that'he is providing their political ‘salvation. Awnd the
‘peoplo vie with each othet mpfthe imitation of bhe master’s

(3 f) RS °n°
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aplicity and unbounded faith. Never mind if he oom- 0
mite mistakes which produce incaleulable mischiof, is he
not prompt in. nowledgmv them in all humility and it
suffering has arSen thereby is he not ready to undergo a

‘geventy-two hours’ fast and even to wear the crown %f

mnrytrdom ? » Sy
o If this means anything it is thg proposed substittition

of agtocracy for despotism. It invites us to throw our- =

froth the frying pan igto the fire. And thisisto
’ be!!he net result of our proud boast that the country is
now alive to a sense of its political corfsciousness. Where
was the nwesmty for deputations of Ar leading politicians

to undemke ald ng and tediows journey to perform the
- herculean task of enlightening the WBritish publie, which

I am not sufg has #ny particular desire to be enlightened,

" about the woes with  which India is afflicted and ‘during
 their spare moments to tlwow faud at each other ? The
mud-throwing process uld just as well have been carried

on here, and s te the w if India it is suggested there .

-8 just as ooud a chancd of these being mitigated by

indulging in a few fads at the instance of an individual .

- who has his own panacea for all the ills of humanity. In -

 fact Mg? Gandhi has %tated : It 1s my firm belief t&a,tL
we shall obtain salvation only through suffering and not
by reforms dropping en ns, from #4ngland, no matter how
unstintedly they mlght be ‘g'a.nted > We need not ques- |
tion his honesty or xmpute’ to him that, he is mtentlbnally ‘

.tradmg on the credulity pf others, but that is preclsely
| the effeck of his propaganda. When he tells the w@men
- who are tguching his feet and looking at him with adarlng s

eyes that they had better leave off spinning yarns of one
+ kind and take to spinning yarxs df another kind his gospel’”
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,  is worthy of acceptance, but when he is marching at the-
-\ G’héad of a procession with his heart filled with sorrow af
some iniquitous act of omissiongr commis}ﬁn on the part of
Government, and the rabble gets ont of Hand and indulges
ifi fooleries of sorts even to the extent of committing serioug
"==bieaches of thg law, he has trespassed in 4 domain reservel
- for ¢he practical polifician and in which a saint and|
" visionary is entirely out of place. Here we are bre\l:ing
- our heads to get some grievance redressed or Some ¥ight
adjusted. Reams of manuscript eloquence are hurled at
the head of an official offender and wise-heads meet in,
conclave to devise th line of action to be adopte |, by the |
representatives of the people who will Yoon b charged
* with the administration of the affairs of the nation. And
in steps Mr. Gandhi and starts a freshe tuc?f. and, expects
his puppets to dance to that t%ne. It may be that it is
an excellent tune but with it shpuld also be considered the
fact that he may thereby be malyng his devoteessridieu-
-+ lous in the gyes of the world ‘ , indeedy prejudicing in a
- general way their material or §olitical prospects.
v \The time has arrived for us seriously to consider where
we are drifting to. Do we really want self-government
or do we want autocracy ! Whether it is of a &nt or a
~ sinner it matters not, for the one can do as much mischief
= as the other. If it §% autocracy we want, let us be
- straightforward about it a.liq(’sho_p this outery for self-
. Aetermination and, political progress. Passive resistance
has its uses and its abuses. - Itzmay be an ideal réthedy in
- oné case and it may deal death and destruction  another
- cast. If the united veice of the people, after dye delibera-
o+ tion, deems, under certain circumstances, a resobt to it to
. ©®be desirable as a forldrn ¢ hope it may be a.otgd upon, 1
: - : o0
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I
but as a specific for all diseases, to be used in season and
out of season, it savours very much of the nostrum, o
narily eoncoctiyl by a quack. Then comes the question as
to the right of the quack to thrust his remedies down the
throats of others, never mind if he entertains a gendi ne
belief in their %ﬁicacy In spite of his gaintly char¥EVel™"

of his past services and of his gogd intentions, the'publie "
at arge are entitled to tell Mr. Gandhi in plain terms that
h&onght not to deal with palitical questions in respect to =
which e has given indisputable evidence that they are
beyond his competence and that of afny other man whose
chief dogma is the propagation of tfhith and who is unable
to take into acfount the actwalities and realities of this
world, which js by no means owerﬂo‘wmg with righteous-
ness and é ri®hteous  people. The public has every
right to protect 1tself *rom the mischief that is being
committed hy any man,, saitt or sinner. Some months
ago, when dealing with the Punjab disturbances, while I
in no way rqlmlxzed m)! pposition to they; Rowlatt Aet,
I gave certaiwcogent reaffons for arriving at the conelu-
sion that the application of pa,sswe resistagnee in connee-
tion with the Rowlatt Act is both in theory and in prae-
tice ﬂ illogical as iff is mdefensnble, and strikes at the
root of those principles on which ®rests the whole fabrie
of law and order. Bhe ,mischieff that had been wroughtim
was so great that even Mp Gandhi stood aghast at the
. excesses of those who' were marching under the basner,of
satydfraha. He, therefgre, declded £ suspend its opera-
_tions fer a time, but later on, a.nnounceq that they wonld
be renesed in the figm of civil disobedience after a Bouple
of morlths, as he expected during this period the Govern-+
m\ent to mske such a dlsgosmbn of troops all over tﬂe

Are:) { S
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@ Omntry that a breach of the public pea.ce wouid then be
h': vell nigh impossible. To this also I took exception, for
- T eould not see the logic of solemnly adjuifhg the people
5 "ﬁ’to break all laws and when they @d so and some under the
1mﬁhlse of the moment or through sheer perveruty took
"mmwmng exgesses, asking the' Government to shoot
 them ®wn. I, therefore, proposed that instead of troops
beéing ecalled into requisition all those who were inclined to

< play the fool, never mind at. whose instance, should
g!neﬂy taken to the water pump to have their: heatls
cooled, a process to be repeated every day till completely
cured. But there is n§ limit to she mischief upprgetical
persons are. capable of commiting. Whil§ T wad, in all
seriousness, combating the :theory of Govegnment that a
good part of India was in open” rebellive - ayl that the
+ disorders in the country were due %to a qonsplracy of the
edueated classes who, it was :!lleggd, were the insiigators
_ of the violent crimes eommltted unruly mobs, I. was |
I'rpnsedto fipd Mr. Gandhi ‘{ﬂ ng mnlfe tos of all
- sorts, bewailing his own monudpental wnmnce of the
forces that were at work amopgst the people and imputing’
their ‘excesses to a carefully planned organizatiop and
stating he believed for certain that “some educ'a.be{,‘ and
well-informed man or ‘men had a hand in them. Sir
...‘,Mlchnel O’Dwyer is douﬁ, no more than repeating thls in

atronger language.

oBut the good sense of the peopl‘e wae not slow in as-
» im’hng itself, and civil dxsobedxenqp had to given up ss the
~ ordinacy mind could not grasp what it meant or what end
it waselikely to serve. The Rowlatt Act is in a state of
mspended animatiou, bat it is eertainly not pa.snvevresist—

aﬂce thnt has brought thi¢ abqpt. We then come to the
it i
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l.?th chober which wiw 40 be spent by the Mﬁ.omodm
in prayer and fasting in connection with the Khi
That they shonld organize sueh a day to evinee their
'appomt'ment 4nd sorrow for the fate of Turkey does ther
very ‘eredit, and that Hindus should sympa.thlze with
is evidence. of $he deep sentiment- of umty which cha;
.

terizes the present day relatmns of the%wo comrsunit
‘Bat why Mr..Gandhi should folst on this his hobby
J@-ml is beyond comprehension. A practical man would
hgve @iven some thought to the serious consideration that, *
by enjoining on the Hindus the obServance of this day
and a.skma them to clpse their shifps, though compulsion
of anﬂmd wis deprecated, hie was exposing such of them
as did not do this to the 1ll-w11r' of their Mahomedan
neighbours. OAnx how. the mJunctxon of Mr. Gandhi was
more honouted in its brgach than in its observance, and it
s entlrely due to the good sense.of the Moslems that it
gave-rise to no rosentment. We now come to the last and
_the most serioug of Mr.»f {ndhi s blunderingg. He 15 now
proposmg Phat Indians ghould abstain from taking part
in the peace celebration s a protest against the
impending danger to the Khalifate.

My Gandhi mustrknow the trend of events of the puﬁf A
five ars, as he has so keen a desir® to dabble in political
matters. Was the gvar starteo‘ by Germany a ]ustsnd.’-
ho]y war, or was it the mbgntmn of its rulers to establish
a tyranny over the whol® world to feed their lust for
power, and wealth ? DId India lend a hand in this des-
‘perate conflict merely at fhe bidding of England, o» were
its people convinced that they were ﬁghﬁng to ovescome
a great ¥l which m"ght indsed have overwhelmed them ?

'W‘heaﬂm&u dewhmngthnvand Christians nl'mi,'_ :
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put iorth their pmyers for the success of the Alhed arma,
© were they sincere in their devotions or playing a part as
: rhfpoorxbes ? Daring the progress of thewar has India
ot had to suffer in a variety of ways in spie of the fact
that the scene of the struggles was ‘thousands of miles
+ away and was it not likely that their sufferings would
have bgen increasdd a hundredfold if the issue had taken

~ adifferent turn ? If our"days of doubt and despohdeixcy |

. are over have we no cause for congratulation and rejqic-
fng ? After the sacrifices India has voluntarily madein
giving the best of its'manhood and the best of its wea.lﬁ:
has it no interest in Uhe discomfiture of the powera of
darkness that had been let lopse ? 'Has India no”esncern
in the affairs of England that it can adopt a detached

- attitude, while the whole world except  thécvanquished is |

 jubiliant and elated at the sucgess of the Alliad arms ¥
Have we no desire to improve the relations that exist
‘between the people of this country and a nation which
after all is still ruling over India and from which much is
expected, especmlly at this erifical peno‘a '? < From every

_point of view then we have reason to rejoice, not that -

we are called fipon to do so,"but that we are giving ex-

pression to a mnatural feeling, while. at the same 'ime we

furnish evidence of tle fa.cb that we are not insentible to

«. the o'bhga.twns that hm:} been imposed on us by the inclu-

- sion of India in the comity of ‘nations. It is ther fore to

- he hoped that people of all Gomiaunities, rich and poor,

will unite in the celebration of an occasion which appeals
to all alike.

~ But it will be asked if the Mahomedans can do thw in

 the face of the uncertainty about the fate of the Khalifate.

It would be wrong to deubt the genuineness of the Moslem
\ : i ACE b : »
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feeling or to minimize its intensity. But there seems to,
be some confusion of ideas which needs to be cleared up. |
The victory of the Allied arms signifies primarily a _defeat
of Germany¥and it is that which is being celebrated.
When Turkey was in a way forced to enter the war tife fact
was very much deplored by the Mahomegdans of Indili, who
. were by no means free from apprehensions as to® its ulti-
mate fate. For all that it was Moslem troops of India
Africa who largely: contributed to the overthrow ofs
e enemy and now what they were fighting for is
" achieved it seems somewhat illogical to refuse to rejoice in
the cessation f a war ,iniquitous  itself, carried on with
_ the tnost sawagery and accpmpanied with the probability
that if it had been prolonged, the” fate of Tarkey might
have heen warse phan it is ut present. To refuse to rejoice
with England .is to ghrow doubts on the efforts it has
made to mitigate the rigoursof the terms to be meted out
to the Ottoman Government. The Viceroy, there is reason
to bélieve, has jurged en ythe British Goveggment the im-
portance of*the issues inyolved, and it is a well-known
- fact that Mr. Montagu, the Maharaja of Bikanir and Lord
Sinha have in a whole-hearfed manner used the oppor-
tunit',with which #hey were favoured for pleading the
caus®of Turkey. But its future ®is in the hands of the
Allies and it .is anyghing but clgar if the attitude assumed.
" by the Mahomedans of Irtlig is likely to improve matters.
If nevertheless thay chnnot see their way to join $he
poace gelebrations, it is *a matter much to be regreted,
. but no pressure ought *to be bronght to bear on titem to
~act otherwise. And for the matter of "that Jo plessure
~ought fo be placed Yn any community or individual, but
: so far as the Hindus are copcerred it is obvious that thode
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who ;bsﬁam will most hkely be acthntod by one of two
muons ; and these are either the injunctions of one who
in.s come to exercise a masterful influence over their minds,
or that some of them entertain fow the E\nﬂlsh people in
genefal and the burea.ucracy in particular so great a dislike
that tliey have no desire under any.rclrcumshnces to come
into closs quarters'thh them. There is something intelli-
gible in the last named reason, but the subject cannot be
~properly dealt with here, and as to the other I would pip-
test, and that strongly, against the autocracy of any indj-
vidual, never mind héw great a saint he be, if I was sure
there was a dlsposmod"to recognize Mr. Ga,ndhx as a die-
tator, We shall very soon see that this is not*the cad®” Bat
a curious view has beet presented to me by an Englishman
with considerable experience of India and, 1ts°peoples and
by a level-headed Hindu. Both cwedit Mr. Gandhi with
being a simple minded personywhich fact, it is alleged, is
being taken advantage of by designing persons to make
him their tool., The Englishm#p was of qopunon that he
had been got hold of by persans gvho bore nq, ‘good will to
the Government to administer it a slap by deprecating
any pa.rtncxpa.txon in the peace celebrations. = On the, other
hand, the Hindu felt inclined to suspett that some Hpglish-
' man, resenting the predént amicable relations between the
= two communities, had pg5 him up te issue this manifesto
- fully aware that the Hindus ag a. body would pay no heed
to,it and thus an element of discord would be introduced.
Surely this is enough to make Mr Gandhi to ponder and
to refrain in the future from mterfermg in matters which
~are &vidently beyond his grasp. This is not the time for
us to be drifting aimlessly devoid of any sense of respon-
‘sibility. Since the abové lines were written a good deal
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has transpired which is not altogether reuuuring as to the’
future. Perfaps no people are so succeptible to héro *
worship as ary Indians, which accounts for the dominating
influence exercised by certain individhals. But #Mrs.
Besant has begn dethroned and Mr. Gandhi and Paudit
Madan Mohan Malaviya found at the Afnritsar Cgngress.
that their views did not receiv® implicit acceptance, an
indication that the autocracy of individuals has no _
pérmanent basis. But as this was due to the transfer of
allegiance to the autocracy of othersdt is not altogether a

very encouraomo fea.ture s
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: . CHAPTER VIIL
ROCKS AHEAD. :

In vdmt shnpe the Reform Bill will emerge from Parlia-
ment it is difficult to say in the face of the contradictory
~views that have been expressed, some of them being ex-
tremely optimistic and others extremely pessimistic. Bu;.
of this there"can be ifo doubt that a new departure in the
method of administering* the affairs of India,is mewta.ble,
and that the people will not be as destitutesas théyeare at
present of a voice in ti% Goyernment of the country. To
wliat extent the existing institutions will Ge Fberalized we
shall be enlightened in the course ¢f a few weeks. ' Bat,
whatever be the nature of the reforms, there is always
the prospect before us of so utilising the constttutlonal !
changes that age impending and the opportynity that” will’
be afforded us for working out OW' political salvation, that
we'may be mcessantly pxogressmo- instead of retrogresslng,
till eventually Sve. arrive at ‘the goal of complete self-
government. We have been so busp urging our dqnands
that there has been sonte disposition to overlook thé Socks
« ahead that may wreck opr frail bark,or at any rate render
its safe nav1gation not such a f&eile process as some easy-
going- people imagine it to 'be. * ‘Give us’, we say,
“provincial autonomy, give us fisdal autonomy and gjve us
somes little power in the Central ‘Government and e shall
be happy.’. But ‘what about the fature ? Are we sure it
will be all plain sailing for us ? Afe there no shpals and
uicksands that may preve our undoing unless we steer a
pmdent course so as to avoid them ?

ob
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It is eurious how amly some of us are inclined to tmt'
the bureauorgey which is exercising almost uncontrolled
authority over us at present. ‘Let our heritage be decreed
unto us and we will dispose them of sdon enough,’git is
said by some. I am not so sure of that. The man in
possession has always an advantage an® sometimes is able
to resist all efforts to oust h#a. The civil service is
undoubtedly in possession at] present and has no special
desire to be ousted. The Secretary of State and the~
Viceroy assumed a little too much when they announced the
loyal acquiescense of its members tp the changes about to
be imfrd8duced, which implied a practical surrender of their
powers. It is even doubtful how fe# the principle of the
Pronouncemgnt of August 1917 is accepted by them, wad
the fact that it hhs not'been openly repudiated is merely
evidence of the loyalty of, the servant unwilling to flout
the orders or the wishes of his master. This is made
quité clear in the evidence of Sir Michael O’Dwyer, who
stated befose t®e Joint Committee on Réforms that he
‘accepted th® Pronouncement of August 20th only as a
Government servant but woald prefer autosracy pure and
sunplg ' Sir John  ,Hewett was more emphatic in his
neu,/whnch were indeed so reactionary that he felt
ashamed to give utterance to them. When asked point-blank
by Mr. Montagu whétheryhe aor&d with the Announcement™
of August 20th, he first -mqmred whether he was bound
to answer the question, but as the Secretary of State Was
pemstant he confessed® he would rather not dlsclgse his
views ¢h the point. Every answer he gave, we are told, ..
discloseds a root andbranch hostility to any re#l change in
the constitution. The evidence given before the Huntgr
Cdzmqmsion has_elicited the fact that the buremcney in

: o
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“the Punjab made a most desperate and determined stand
* fot the preservation of their power, their, prestige and
their privileges. If in so doing they shocked the consei-
encecof England which has vehemently repudiated their
outrageous conduct, it is but one of the forfunes of war.
They played for a®high stake and in so doing over-reached
themselves and bronght dishonour to the British name.
 The ery in England, “what amends can me make” is as
génuine as it is pathetic. g §
It is quite clear thet one of the rocks we have to steer
against is the oppositign or, even if it does not go so far,
the lack of co-operation on the part'of the {ivil Bapvice.
Sir Michwl O’Dwyers who by the way represented the
views of five Local Governfnents, has stated specifically
that Europeans would serve under.lndin.ﬁ members of the
Couneil, but would not like toserve under Indian minis-
ters, and the reason he advanged was that these being’
inexperienced would not command the confidence of* the
services. He ‘could not very well say fhate Buropeans
would not serve under Indian members of Colneil as his
successor in the*Punjab, Sir Elward Maclagan, had worked
most amicably with Sir Sankaran Nair, the Educa‘ﬁionnl
Member, and Sir Willigm Vincent, whose person)hﬁ{ in
the Government of India is so strongly accentuated at
present, was brought originally from Bibar by Sir Ali
Imam to act as his legislative seeretary.” Now what is the
redl reason for the reluctance of the Europeans to serve
under,an Indian minister ? The #bsence of administrative
ipnce cannot count for much in the face of the faet

that Lord Sinha, Sir Ali Imam and Sir Sankaran Nair
were admittedly successfyl in the positions they held, in
spite of the hok‘ of any previous official experience. 1 go-
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further, two of them have given prachosl vulonoo of tho .

fact that they entertamed such a high coneeption of thelg
duties, which'is an ordinary adjunct of English public

* life but is not so pronounced in the Indians Civil Semoe,

that they gave up their high positions rather than work
under eonditions that were not consistent gwith self-respeot.
Lord Sinha and Sir Sankaran Naw challenge comparison
with the elite of the Civil Service, such as Sir James
Maston and Sir Michel O'Dwyer, who stuck to their <
posts in spite of being subjegted to a serious
rebuff and humiliation, The ex-gatrap of the Punjab
has rgphdiate] that ‘racial distinction had anything
to do with the reluctance ‘to serye under an Indian’
minister, thqugh there is strong evidence of the ex-
istence of this f&ling. But taking his repudiation for
what it is worth, there remams only one consideration and
that is that the animus of Some members of the burean-

cracy’against the educated classes is so great that they
would prefgr ® avoid any kind of contaet with them.

Unfortunatelp there is a similar feeling on the pari of
some of the educated classes against thg bureaucracy.
These®are the extremlets on both sides, who allow thelr-
feel)pg/ to get the 'better of their 7, judgment and so paint
the other side in the darkest of hues. Before leaving
India Sir Michzl O’Dwyer had his full say about the .
educated classes, alias the agitators, and he did not spare
them in his evidence lefore the Joint Committee apd
stigmhatised them as implmcable opponents of the Bntub
adminigration.

But kappily such? extremists are rare, lnd, ashas d’rendy
been indicated, the \antagonism to the educated classes i s
not so .pxmuneed butndeothe *Civil Service. A member

»
-



s ; } :
' : A Hal
POLITICAL rnonnmsg
® of ‘the service in the Madras Presxdency has pomtedly
M d@wn attention to the fact that the j juniors were by no
means dlsposed to fall in entirely with lthe views of the
semors It is quite possible fHt when the present-day
leaders, with their traditions of luxuriating in absolute
rule, have passed gway their successors may see matters in
a differfnt light and be disposed to act on the injunction
of one of their own class, Mr. Bernard Houghton, who

r “implores them that they should ‘now stand aside andin
the interest of that Jcountry they have served so loﬁg

truly make over the dominion to other hapds. Not in
dishonour, but in honour proudly, as ship-buildegs who
deliver to seamen the gompleted ship may they now yield
up fhe direction of India. For it is the inl}erent defects
of "the system, which no body of men,*however devoted,
can remove which renders mevnta.b ie the change to a new
poliey. By a frank recognition of these defeets they can
furnish a supreme instance alike of loyalty to the laad of
their adoption «and of a true and self-denfing statesman-
ship’. That Englishmen are entitled to pace to their
credit a high character and sound common sense must in
all fairness be admitted, and if the bureaucracy in®India
shows a disposition to engage in anmnseemly ﬁ\‘.ru.ggle
“for what it has come to consxder its vested rights, it can
~*only be at the expense of fthese gharatteristics—a suicidal
- poliey which will result in brimging about a premature
collupse. The part recently playgd by the executive in
the Punjab, never mind what, tke provocation was, will
never Be repeamd azain, for when in later years thethistory
of the ‘perio€ comes to be written, 1o unpre]udn.eed and
!@partml writer will fail to put on record the fact that
sentiments were expr and a line of eondeq@ was
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parsned which sounded the death-knell of bumuerltm
rale. It has brougf:t together the most discon
elements to coblesce in the desire to be rid of this rule at|
the earliest opportunity. But here again the high charac-

' ter and sound common sense of the British race stand out
in broad relieff and Lord Ronaldshay, $ir George Lloyd
and Mr. Barron, by the exercise of,tact and true stat®sman-
ship, redeemed the reputation of the nation which they
represent in India. The adaptability to existing eircum- =
stinces is a phenomenal characterigtic of the English
people and we would be wise insteag of planning to be rid
altogethe® of .the burdaucracy to try to work in co-
operation with them and the hkehhood is we will not be
dlsappomted And this T say #n spite of the disclosuges
in the PunJa.b

Another obstacle whlch. stands in the way of a full
and speedy achievement of our aims and a.splra.tlons may
be entirely of our own creating, and that is the lack of
fitness for undePMaking the onerous task of se¥-government.
We may indulge in any amount of tall talk, but after all
the resalt will depend on %he practical gvidence that is
fortheb:?lno of our capacity to administer the affairs of
the goudtry. To do this with any appreciable amount of
success we need to have a lively sense of the community
of interests, to cultivate, a unidy of purpose, to be ready »
for the exercise of self-saerfifice, tolerance and forbearance,
and by patience and perseverance to make up for lacls of
administrative experiende. For the last named drawback _
the En8lish bureaucracy is entirely resgonsible, for they
have sosfar delibetately kept the people umder ltading
ihnngs and deprived them of any opportunity to act on

*thous own mmmvo‘pr to bear the burden of any responu- ;
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bshty One of the condmons of despotie rule is that every-
i ﬂling is done ‘for’ the people and nothmg ‘by’ the people.
iven the opportunity and .the will to achieve, we can
overcome the lack of experience, tTHough we may have ma
a slip and many a stumble placed to our credit. Eng-
lish sfatesmen when placed at the *head of ‘% department
have usaally no experienge to start with, but often turn
out to be brilliant administrators. We need not despond.
«But even with the opportunity. at our disposal and a fixed
goal in view, we may find ourselves stranded by failing fo
check our mutual anfagonisms. To start with, we have
an inherent disadvantage to contend aoamsb Ild}&, un-
fortunately for itself, i not a nation. It'is made up of
an aggregate of communifies of diverse races, religions
anl creeds, different from one another %in éducation and
civilization and split up into innurtierable castes which by
their exclusiveness give evidefice that they recognize no'
community of interest, and indeed on the slightest provo-
cation or pretexce are ready to accentuate i every method.
possible their mutual antagonisms. But itds urged that
the grpwmg spmt of nationalify will overcome their short-
comings. Even a superficial analysis of this new epirit,
the contemplation of which is so comforting to ode!sguls,
is caleulated to disilluSionize us to some extent and to
oderate the transports f our enthusiasm. Why and
how this spirit has come so stmqbly into evidence affords
an ipteresting but not entirely rea.ssurmo stady. That it
is intensely patriotic cannot be g:unsmd but the genfuine-
ness afd extent of the feeling of na.tlonahty is Sub]eot‘
to certdlin lin.itations.
The history of India for the pa.st few centurxes
fufmshes a.mple evidence ot the negation of uny niea of
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nationality, the most striking of which isto be found in the
factthat a handful of foreigners were able to establish a rule
which while_exploiting the country for what it was wo
made up for it by providing certain rgquirements due
', entirely to the absence of nationality. It has been %aid
that the village communities of ancient India represent
the beginnings of self-government, so that we havesa fine
basis on. which to build our superstructure, and that the
traditions, the literature and,the precepts of Islam indicate «
that there are no people in the world more democratic
than the Mahomedans. All this is frue with reference to
the Hindps and the Mpslems takfn seperately but will
not necessarilypply to the present gomplex conditions of
Indian life, when conflictingginterests are so pronounced
that to recondile them is not an easy matter. Under s®h
ecirecumstances, the growth of the national spirit was bound
o be slow and its operations®were for a time confined to
' somewhat eircumseribed limits. It was a little more than
three deeades ago, a select band of men, theydirect produet
of British " rule in India, with which their fortunes were
intimately associated, came fgrward as the pioncers of this
new gult of nationalism. But behind them was a huge
4poplyﬁ,6n either inett and inarticulate or where disposed
to give any evidence of Tife it®was only to stifle the
growing national censciousnesa which was awakening,
Indm from her slumber. of ages. Small as was the
number of those who ¥ were s0 a.wa.kened it was diminished
considerably by some i;nportant defections. Indifference
was a faetor that had to be reckoned w:th and who can for-
get how n the early,days of the Congross, Mr, Hume, who
was it¢ founder, hurled his anathemas against those who
' 'ware dlappsed tobe'sMk qnheﬁsnpportof thumovemuﬁ.
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_ Then there was the active hostility of & community
' “with a population of seventy millions to contend against.
Chey did their level best to pull down the structure which
‘was being erected by the professors of the new gospel of
nationality, who exceeded them in numbers and excelled *
_ them in education and in their desire to sequre the political
advangement of' India. The Educational Conference was
a memorial set up to sighify to the world that the Maho-
. medans had no part or lot with the agitators who were
‘preaching the new-fangled doctrine that certain reforms
were urgently needed in the administration of the affairs
of the country. In a8opting this attitude no pretence was
at any time made that ,it was the dutcome “of any
spirit of nationality o that the interests of the natign were
Biing served. It was a sectional momenthy actuated by |
selfish motives and for the time being it served the purpose
of securing certain favours from Government. But aboat
a ‘decade ago, there were indications that the partnership
between the English rulers and the Mahopedans was not |
ranning very smoothly. The young Muglim party were
getting restive. They were not willing to be content
with favours ;*they wanted political rights and abqve all
were apprehensive that the Hindus by means of\{gitation
“wauld secure these to the exclusion of themselves. *Thus
«, came into existence the Muslim League, a purely political
organization as distinguished frdm the Educational Con-
ference, which ostentatiously éschéwed politics.  But the
curious feature about this Leagué was that the primary
reason for bringing it into existence was the protgetion of
Mahgmedan intrests against anticipated Hindu ascen-
dancy. It was therefore not a national but 4 sectional
taovement. If by their exertions the Hindus secured ,
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some plums the Moslems wanted tlmr share tud a pretty
big. share too. Just about this time there was some expan- *
sion of the elegtive system in connection with the murfl-
cipalities and district boards, which was followed by a
general seramble between the two commumhes, the Mwho-
medans obtainipg the best part of the loot in the shape
of separate representation and a disprofortionate ghare of
the seats from the point of view®of population. After a
few years of existence, the League expanded its propa-
ginda ter one of co-operation with the other communities
for the attainment of self-government. Before this deve-
lopment took place, a compact was Marrived at between the
Hindu Politicg! leaders and the young Muslim party
holding extreme views, whlch’ had captured the
Leagl'le and gractically excluded the old and conservatwe
members. By this argangement communal representation
was assured to this communify in all self-governing insti-
tations and the number of seats in the various Councils
was Tixed out of all proportion to its populatlon, in respeet
to which pr-otests are still being made by “some Hindus.
This in itself is an abiding evidence of the absence of a
spmt of nationlity, from the pomt of view® of a complete
unity pf,lnt‘.erests angl the exercise of mutual tolerance and
forhwarance. The excluded membess who form a large and
influential minority are still wedded to the idea of retain-
ing a separate exlsterceaand have started Associations of
sorts all over the country*fo protect their-interests. It is
obvions that the commoa cause made by the two comrhu-
nities is to serve a partitular political purpose and is but a
broken’reed to rely upon.

I gm perhaps laying myself open to the clmrge of
inconsisteney, for in some gi the previous articles I hawe

\ } : : s

“
»

.



