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i h:d speeial emphaau on the growing spmt of mtlona.hty
" in India. The awakemng of India to political conscious-
fless to which testimony is being given on gll sides resolves
itself in the desxre that the people uhouﬁl have a share in
th® administration of the country, It is practically a
revolt against the present absolute formgof government, 1
thougk not against Enghsh rule, which is indispensible in
the present condition of India. The tide of national
feeling is subject to certain important limitations. Tt de-
mands a transfer of power from the present administrators
of the country, but Yo whom ? There lies the weakness of
our position. If it co¥ld be said ip a brogd and general
way to the represegta.tlves. of the people wlected by thém
gardless of race or creed or class the principie .of self-
ztermmatlon would be easy of a,pphmtlot But unfor-
tunately the devolution of power eis to be in favour of
: Hmdus, Mahomedans, Sikls, non-Brahmins, Christiang,
Buropeans, land-holders and indeed a number of other
bodies of mgn, all of whom are clamoyging for seplmte
rapresenta.tlon While I am writing t}\m T find the
Hindus of the Punjab and the rural population of Madras
busy in the assertion of their claims to specml representa-
tion. That communal representatién’ is based {wmutual
distrust, that it is sub®ersive of the very essence of r&pon-
sible government and that it will perpetuate class and
sectarian divisions cannot be «lisputed. That it may
ppoduce discord in self-o'overnmo' institutions and in the
cnd defeat the very obJect for, wiucb they were brought
into vexistence is a conhngency which ought not to be
 ignored. The Irfdo-British Association is the “most formid-
able opponent of constitutional reform. It has ttlen non-
- Brahmans under its protection; jib would be no exaggeration
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to say it has brought them into existence. The »
reason is obvious. The very fact that communal repwe-
sentation is favoured by the Association ought to put us
on our guard. The newly formed alliarcé between, the
political leaders of the Hindus and the Moslems is a
matter which®should afford gratification to all those
interested in the progress of India, but as it was thé result
of a bargain its stability depgnds a good deal on the
dispositien of the parties to‘continue the bargain. And as”
t0 thig, the bureaucracy will not be ,slow in making what
capital they can out of it. They hgpve done so before and
if they »do it, again %t will be on the same plea—the
welfare of the country. Strong efforts have just been
‘made; which were almost sdecessful, to hold the anngal
Moslem League xﬁeeting at some place other than that
where the Congress 15 to meet. The dissolution of the
hewly formed partnership will undoubtedly afford relief, to
some ill-disposed persons. The evidence of recent events is
certainly in fhvour of the view that the réfations between
the two comMhunities are now more amicable than before,
but is not much of it duesto political wise-pulling, apart
from \.vb,ich, our expgrience tells us, there is a good deal of
lee-gay to make up in the everyday affairs of life, political,
social and material ; and not only as regards Hindus and
Mahomedans, but as regards others also who will have an
active Interest in the self:governing institutions of the
future. » e
. Another rock we hav8 to steer clear from is the Zrow-
ing tenfency that is so much in evidesce these days of
allowings political animosities to run riot. When people
come to think for themselves it, is but natural that thege
- should be a difference of* opinion ; hence a clgavage was

.'I % »
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i dmv:hblc amongst the leaders of pubho opinion and there
gothmg to complain of in the fact that the younger
- generation should be more advameed in thlir views and
should desire to' move faster than those who are older and
more' conservative in their = ideas, England has been
~ nartured and has fhriven under the party s§stem and the
existence of political parties in India is taken as evidence
that it is at last awakemng from her slamber of ages and
s so far assimilated westerniideas of Government that
the splitting up into groups cf the dnfelligentia has
followed as a natural sequence. But it should be borne
in mind that theve are two strictly«defined partiesalready
in existence, the one gomposed of the bureaucracy, forti-
ﬁe%with power and prestfge and opposed to progress,
especially when it affects what they cdnsidbr are their
vested rights, and the other of tMe nationalists, to use a
general term with reference to” those who desire to be re*
leased from official leading strings and to work out their
political salvation. To enable these to ope with reac-
tionaries demands on their part indomitable ®ourage and
perseverance, agd above all «that they should present a
solid phalanx and not emasculate themgelves with mﬁernal
jealousies and dissensigns and needless bickermg¥ And
if a difference of opinion is unavoidable it need not lead
‘%o the exhibition of a spifit of igtolerance and of a bitter-
ness of fecling which renders ed-eperation impossible. But
when this descends to abuse apd vituperation and mis-
- representation and when considerations of age, experience
and past servicegare flouted and ignored and the tvorst of
motives are“imputed it makes one Apprehensive of the
,fqture of India. Politicgl rivalries must be taken into
“account but not a.t the expenst of what is proper and
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decent and conducive to the interests of the country. As
wave of extrennsm has passed over the land and hs
captured the®imagination of the younger generation.
great responsibility rests on the leaders soﬁs to carry, out
their propaganda as to avoid the imparting of a distorted
idea of the political condition of India amd the ‘means by
which salvation can be obtained.» The progressive party in
Egypt and in Turkey had their day of triumph, but the
saque] hps been other tham what had been anticipated?
Extremism, unless kept in check, may sow the seed, especi-
ally in untutored and inexperienceg minds, of the worst
of all diseasel the téndency to look for relief to revolu-
tionary methods, than which'no greater disaster can befall
a coantry, as is empha.mzed By the past history of Euygpe
and the dar}® deels which in these days have brought about
the downfall of certain’ countnes and degraded them® to a

*position beyond the pale of Civilization. <
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v, CHAPTER IX..
THE RACIAL PROBLEM.

Ld
The* authors of the Reforms Report deprecate the
discussion of the racial question as ecalculated to increase
“%he existing bitterness between the English and Indians,
and the hope is expregsed that in course of time their
relations, which are cqpsiderably strained at present, will
be appreciably improved. But cecent events in the
Punjab have accentuated the ‘worst feature$ of this pro-
blep, and as it involves isdues the most momentoms in
connection with British rule in India tnd" the future
welfars of this country, it needs to Be faced boldly instead
of bging quietly ignored. To theet the pressing demande
for constitutional reform English statesmen have formu-
lated a scheme Whereby Indian Ministers wili have certain
functions to discharge. Sir Michzl O’Dwyes says Euro-
peans will be avgrse to serving, under them, than which
there can be no more barefaced assertion of racialpre-
judice. English officials in the Punjab have been adcused
of conduet that has aroused universal indignation, but
they are members of a natién that has ‘given incontestable
evidence of the possession of high ideals by acts of cons-
_ picuous self-sacrifice and devotion  to the eause of huma-
nity. 'The disclosures before the Disorders Inquiry €om-
‘\mittee demonstrage that racial feeling was largely ace
countable for the campaign of frightfulness. When an
ian politician goes so far as o express the view that
be would like to dispense with the bureaueracy in India,
. .

' -
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though he knows that such a step is not desirable in thg
interests of the country, it only indicates he is so fed up
with the rachl airs put on by some of this class that he
would be glad to be rid of them at any ®ost. Go where
we will the racial question obtrudes itself, and % not
altogether a® question of colour. A any big railway
station will be found a dark JAnglo-Indian wh®, on th
strength of an English name and an English garb trea
Indlsng far removed fromt himself in colonr, in ecul
and in respectability, with the utmgpst eontumely and thi
because he fancies he is a member of the ruling race,
qmetlylo'nox‘ing the fact that he is paid off in his own
coin by one who is a few shades fmirer than himself and
whe again is looked upon as & curiosity by the real Euro-

~ pean. Mulh of'the alleged disaffection ascribed to Indians

would disappear if thls rweml question could be *solved.

* There are indications that the process of solution will soon

commence and credit for this is largely due to Mr
Montagu, * it

India, Bbfore the dawn of history, was convulsed by
the operations of race. The Aryans aftey their migration
to this,country evo]ved the caste system in their anxiety
foy the preservation of their rage and culture, and toa
large extent they did succeed. And what is the non-
Brabmn.n question’of Sputh India but the revolt of a large
comhunity, stamped wih the badge of inferiority, against
the domxnatxon of a handful of foreigners ? The distine-
tion between Aryan add non-Aryan was never lost sight
*of afd racial antagonism is still at wogk, and is evidenced
by the rigidity of the caste system fron® whith even
Indian Christians are not freg, As we gofurthar ngrth
‘there is noticed an incréasing laxity owmg o the racial
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~ intermixture, which was unavoidable by of the
: .:Abxayn.n immigrants being forced to form alliances with the
boriginal inhabitants owing to the paucity of their
own women. (But as betweemwsthe English and the
bulk‘of the Indians of Upper India there should be no
racial antagonism as they are of the same @ryan stock.
The other day in discusging with an American lady the
race problem in America, which is accentuated there by
the presence of the undesirable «Negro, 1 asked why the
Indians from the east were treated differently to the
Negro? She replied' “are we not members of the same
race ” Not long ago, by a judicialsdecision *of ona.of the
American courts the Jndians-were placed in' the category
of “white men.” And in Enfrland also there is an absence
of Yacial feeling which accounts for so®mafly English
women marrying Indians, and et there can be no
question of this feeling being nfost pronounced in India.
That the English when they first came to India were
destitute of any racial feeling is evidenced by their having
freely fraternised with the indigenous inhabi¢ants. The
mixed population, bears eloquept testimony to this fact,
for it is by no means entirely the outcome of an itlicit
intercourse. But it is a curious problem that racial feélipg
_ is most pronounced in the Eurasian, who by reason of a
few drops of European blood in his veibs entirely ignores
his Indian origin. He treats wit'h contempt those ¢ with
wham he is most akin, and to speak freely any Indian
language is repugnant to him. @ord Bryee writing in
“The American Commonwealth” about “the growth of*
race cofisciousness among the Negroes of the United States
draws attention to the “growing sense of race solidarity
and a percegtion that instead of eseeking favours Erogn the

«
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whmor trying to cling to their skirts the Negro must

go his gwn way, make his own society, try to stand on his’
own feet, in the confidence that the more he succeeds’in
doing this, the more respected he will be This feeling
of race consciousness has in most cases included and®now
more and morg includes the people of mixed blood...that
racial consciousness to which T Have already refezred has
been drawing a.#s:ections of the African race together,
disposing the lighter-colouned, since they can get no nearep
to the whites, to identify themselves with the mass of
those who belong to their own stodk.” Just the reverse
is the cgse of éhe mixed population in India. In spite of
slights and affronts the most poinfed they eling to the
natignality of their English gogenitors though these have
played but & misor part in bringing them into existéice.
The advertisement inethe newspapers, “none but ‘3 pure

« Buropean need apply” tellseits own tale.

At is not that the Eurasian, or Anglo-Indian to %¥ive
him his new wame, has become colour-blind, but he is
merely worldly wise. He finds the European as a mem-
ber of the ruling race dominates over the Iudiam,
whods delegated to a posi%ion so inferior as not to per=
mit &ny mautual ihtercourse, and he imagines it is his
prérogative to act in a similar nfnner. The racial ques-

« tion then resolves itself finally not into one of colour but
to the relations that éxist between the ruling race and a
subjeet race, or as it is sometimes put a conquering and a
onguered race:  But vas Indin really_sonquered, by thef

w We look in vain for any battles by whech thi

t wyas achieved. The merchant ad¥enturgrs who came

oout td India so utilised their opportunities at a time when

it was torn with internal, dissénsions that by hiring their
Nl e i v L » L)
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trddpc which were mostly Indian to one or other of the

tcontending powers or factions they were rewarded with

*

sHoes of the subjugated country. To stant with, they
administered tl;ese for and on-~bghalf of the donors till
thess, by reason of their misrule, having gone tho way of
all flesh, the enterprising foreigners were lgft in the full
enjoymgnt of theit reward. T take it that a beneficent
Providence had intended® England to "be. the instru-
ment for introducing peace aqd order and good govern-
ment in India, so that in the fulness of time it codld work
out its political salvation. But it was never intended
that the aliens should affpropriate to, themselves th} status
and privileges of conquerors and reduce the indigenous.
population to their present qubordmate position as hgwers
of #ood and drawers of water. N

In so acting the English have bgen true to their tradi-
tion. The desire for dominatian and the spirit of exclu-
siveness have ever been most pronounced in' their pwn
little island. Thg masses there were originally no better than
serfs in the feudal ages, and it took centuriesfor them to
emerge from their thraldom and to secure their freedom
and the political rights they ‘now enjoy. And even in
these democratic days there is a broad line of demar&tlon
dividing the aristocracy #rom the rest of the population.
A great gulf intervenes between the professional class and
the tradesmen, never mind how wba.lthy and cultured the
latter may be. There is an artifical ineamng attached to
the word “gentlemen,” to enter whqah class is the ambution
of those who have been made to feel what it is to he ‘oute
of it. » Pra.cjlcallf, social distinetions provoke almost
similar sentiments to those aroused by racial fee‘hngs
Hérein the English diffe# fropn the oriental nations.

05 .
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~ The Mahomedans came to India as conquerors, but
 they created no racial animosity. They were religious '
~ enthusiasts, who were desirous of bringing the whole
world to the feet of the prophet of, Jslam. They
« received large accessions to their community partly® by
foreible measuses but mainly by proclaiming the political
« equality of mankiad and by freely fraternising wish the
conquered peoplés. Go to any mosque on a Friday and
you will !ind high and low, sich 4nd poor.standing side by,
sidle engaged in their devotions. Go to’an English
church and it will be enough for the "clergyman to jump
off his pulpit+to find+a clerk tr’ying to occupy a seat
usually reserved for those high in offige. And if an Indian
Christian ventured to do thi there would be a total
collapse of th& sewvice. In India official position regulabes
. the social position of % man. The son of a tradesman if
| lee gets into the Civil Serviee will ignore the existence of
' the son of a gentleman who happens to hold an infetior
' positiori in some other department and whoss nod of recog-
nition at hom# used to give him comfort for a whole week.
The eagerness with whicl) some Englishmen have been
- making eapital out of the caste system in India is some--
whag alusing. To serve a political end, that of hamper-
ing constitutional reform, the Europban Association in India
«nd the Indo-British Association in England have started a
campai¥n against the Hpahmans of South India. « Only
the other day the Eﬁgl.ish Civil Surgeon of Amritsar,
giving evidence before gthe Disorders Inquiry Committee,
shated that he was a democrat and that he considered
a sweepgr just h good as a Brahman, but if, the subject
had been followed up and he had been asked whether
¢ the Brahman was as gopd a? an Englishman I wondér
Y | ‘ \ : » :
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wh-tthemworwould have been. And yotthu oﬁear
* is not an Indian hater. I met him only once

)

~ duriously enough it was at dinner at pho house of an

Indian gentlaman, who is nbw enjoying the King’s
hoapxtuhby, being one of the victims of the ecrusade ,
- started in the Punjab against politieal agitators.
The Rnglish cn.ste-ha.t.ers have sta.zte* new caste in
India, and that is the rulmg caste ch is as much
.distinguished by the ddire to be dominant an lusive
as are the Brahmans i in South India. These have assumed
certain privileges in’ that part of India, but the English
assert many privileges in all parts of Indim Thgy claim
Athe exclusive right {p hold - certain appoidtments, not by

reason of any special fitnessgbut as rulers of the eopntry,

il this in the face of repea.ted assursnced:that the dis-
abilitjes of Indians have been entirely removed. The law

anéther, but British born subjects have special eourts fitted
up for their gbenefit. Where an Indiaw has kiilled a
| European he has been hanged for}it, but whese a Eurcpean
causes the death of an Indian it has usually been found
that the latter has been suffering from an enlarged spleen.
1 had the privelge of being fined Hs:~200 for' ha.vmg
defamed a medical offifer who had stated in a post mortem

‘European soldier and had died’ had been suffering from
‘doyble pneumonia. My offence conslsted in allowing as
Editor of a journal a correspondent to express his sufprise
that 4 man suffering  from double pneumonia eshould
have Been able to pnll a barrack room punkah, which was
by no means a light performance. The Indian cler§yman

of a North Indn station often officiates for the Cha'p]mn

S

professes to make no distimetion between one mun and

| report that a punkah cooly who had been killed by @e
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mhusbsenoo, bnthudmghters h"ehn mfuled
admission in the parish school which receives a grant-in- '
‘aid from Govetnment. A European goes to a station and
calls on the Europeans but leaves out the Ipdians, though
ssome of them are holding high appointments. An Indfan
“official goes to @ new station and he must pay his respects
« to the Europeangofficials who seldom return his cal. In
the early days of l?tilimsh rule an Indian made a salaam to
a Bare as a token ofsrespect and esteem. Now a .
days, certainly so far as the educated classes are con-
cerned, these feelings are very muck *at a discount. The
salaam hes themfore comve to signify the recognition that
the one is the inferior of the othgr, and the number of
Europeans and Anglo-Indians h§ving also inereased it is
usually omittéd, B (LR by the latter. The Punjdb
disorders brought this oftt in broad relief, for opportunity
was taken of the martial Yaw to decree that Indians
- “riding on animals or in wheeled conveyances will alight
and those carying open and raised umbrellas shall lower
them”, and pebple were actually ﬂogoed for owitting to
make a salaam. It is needlesg to give any fgrther illustra-
tiens, buf it is a matter of general complaint that when- §
ever thé’ Englishman comes into contaet with the Indian
he is made to realise the inferiority Of his position.

. In all fairness it shoud be admitted that a certain
ehsi of* Indians by their peculiar habits have aroused and

A ged the contemp.tuous treatment that is mnow
:flmPtrﬂally meted out te the whole community. Unfor-
tumatelysIndia was for many centuries the happy huhting
- ground qt‘ foreign - invaders, - with the consequyence ghata
kind of servility has become inberent in a large body of
mA{z‘ ’.I.‘hone who’pouuud pd‘wer ami pntronlga w.d

u‘ 'S
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flattered or a cringing attitude was adopted towm'ls them.
To be the exclusive recipients of favour it was essential to
%eep others out of it, and the most eﬁee§1v0 method was to
indulge in wholesale slander, ™The Englishman comes to
Infia with an open mind. He is at first puzzled with the ¢!
behaviour of some Indians with whom ¢he comes into
contaat, but at last he upderstands whatighey are aimingat, »
with the result that he begins to entertain a contempt for
Indian character. By living in this atmosphere hy is unable
to recognise the fact that there are a good many self-res-
pecting Indians, but’ thu.t they keep at a respectful distance
from him. There can be no question that a good deal of the
racial feeling is dye to the action of sycophants and
toadies. But the most potent cause is the pridesof the
Eﬁghshma.n that he is a member of the fulin§ race. It is
curigus that the people of a democratic country like
England should turn out suclt veritable autocrats, but #
whs inevitable when according to the traditions of the
service each rgember believed he was a rcpreseutaltive of
the sovereign. All power-was centred in him. His was
the privilege not only to coptrol the administration but
to shape the polncy to be pursued But in hjs snxiety
for the efficiency of the administration he has been %educed
to the position of a nfachine and has no inclination to
~cultivate any good relations with the people or to evince
* any sympathy with the advanced views that are it vogue
at present and which would undermme his authority. He
has peculiar ideas as to his misgion in Tndia, with the

result that he has been weighed and has bean foumd
wantmg L

~ But English statesmen have passed a verdict timt the
people e to have a respohsible share in the admmmtn.tmn

€
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of the country and Mr. Montagn in language that
is both clear and emphatic has stated that gradually the,
Civil Service én India must be reduced to a position
analogous to the Civil Service in England. , #t means the
, practical dethronement of its members from the proud and
exclusive position of rulers. What the effect of this
will be on the government of the country is a qubstion
quite apart, but of this there can be no doubt that it will
in the end result in the cultivtion of better relations =
between the Enghsh and Indians. With the representatives
of the-people in partnership as rulers and a large number
of Indiang holdig high efficial positions the temptation to
assume the airs of an autoerat wijl have gone. There
will be,a breach in the citadel §f the ruling caste. Eng-
lishman will gnterothe Civil Service with no preconceived
notions that they will have to discharge semi-fegal
functions, but just as those id other departments to per-
form , certain duties for which they will receive an
adequate remumeration. Social intercourses is not abso-
lutely essentiad for the promotion of better relations, though
even in this respect their will be a considgrable advance.
Edud&oq is gmdually mstﬁhncr in the minds of Indians
a senseof self-respect, and once a Enghshman begins to
respect an Indian the spirit of eXclusiveness and reserve
on his part will gradually disappear and be replaced by a .
feeling ° of commdeshx’p apd sympathy. Let the idea that
“we belong to the ruling caste and must keep up our
preshgo” be weakened and it will be followed by a change
i the sattitude and demeanour of Europeans towards
. Indians, and this will react on the greafest Indian-Baters,
the Arglo-Indians, who will not be ashamed as th%y
v are now of theu- nnxsd puunhgt



. CHAPTER X X
‘FRIGHTFU'LN ESS' A SOLVENT OF LOYALTY

Inea series of a.rmcles, contributed some months ago to
the columns of the Leader on the present situation, with
«special reference to the' Pungab disturbances, iappoalod
“to the people of England to decide whether the disclosures
contained therein, (hiuwn entirely from official sources,
reflected any credit on a Christian nation, which prides
itself and rightly, en its culture, its Justxce and its
humamty The London 74nes responds to this appeal by
the statement that ‘the pomtq ‘that ha%e bten raised are
worthy of attention, for it is uﬁ)questlona.ble that the
" course of events in the Punfab last spring has stirre®
deép resentment in the minds of the Indian tutellegentia.’
Sinee then anmuthentic .account culled from official lips of
the sequence of events is, available to tle public. It
abounds in ineidents and epigodes of such a nature that
it will startle and I venture to say will shock, t1#8 con-
science of the people of Engla.nd At any rate, it wimnts
my asking a further qlestion, whether frlohtfulness is a
recogmzed process of government amongst ei vxllzed natiorss
nd ifit is reckoned a proper meentlve to loyalty¢ Ina
previous article of the present series. "I have tried to
_elucidate the cause of the prevmhng discontent in*India
and t8 demonstrate that the charge of disloyalty brougH:
, againdt thee educated ‘classes has no real basis, gn so far
thnt with rare exceptions no desire has been expressed for -
an 1mmedmte or remote séparation from England. The

) .
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wave of extremism that is passing over the oonnw goes
no further than a desire to obtain for India nlf-gomnmg
institutions urdler the wmgis of the British Crown. If,
however, this country is to be governed on, prineiples l.nd

. methods of which the Punjab has recently afforded some
notable samples and which have begn unblushingly
scknowledged by the authorities concerned, I say with®
confidence that the loyalty of the people will soon be
underminnd, and for this' thesrespbnsibility will rest on the-\
azents of British rule in India.

The Disorders Inquiry Commlttee is engaged in in-
vestigating certain specified matters and as regards those
I have no desire to forestall their dacision, but the ques-
tion now under discussion is bjyond their purview, for_)xb
is outside thelr prévince to formulate the method on which
India should be governed. While on the one #and
English statesmen are willin Yo set India on her feet on
the psth of self-government “and have obtained for her a
place in the League of Nations, on the othe» hand certain
officials in thi? country, with the view of keeping it in
subjection, are resorting to measures of which the English &
nation’and indeed the whole world should be apprised, 80
as: tobe able to express an opmxon whether they are in
consomnoe with the instincts of ‘a civilized and humane
‘g rnment.  Since the above lines were written English

lic ‘opinion has declated itself, and in no hesitating
banhs The Ma»ckecler Guardian says, ‘the shooting n.t\
- Amritsar is as though a>mad man had been let loose to
‘massacrs at large.” The Zimes draws ‘attention ib the
- profound impression made throughout the country by the
- disclosures of what happened at Amritsar’ and says, ‘the
publiehn been ihoclned by tde occurrences md at thc
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daky in publishing facts” The Daily Nem under the {
hetdmg of ‘Frightfulness’ states: ‘One of the most
| ahocking features of the whole affair is its dincealment for
eight monthet’« The attitude-of the Labour orgar Daily |
Herald, is sufficiently indicated by its heading Imperial
Atrocities. The Vews says : ‘The impressién created must
be renfoved at all costs, if our credit and honour are not to
be fatally impaired” The Star says ‘it is the darkest
stain on the British rale in India’ and the Wgatmzmter
‘Gazette asks ‘for the recall of General Dyer and if he is
not eondemned by the ,nation he will be conuemned by the
world.’ . % ¢

It may here be Itemrsed that India’s loyalty durmﬂ'
thg European war has bedh recognized in the most fol.
gome terms by the English nation and*evertby its repre-
sentdtives in this country. Pufijab carried away the
honours by its numerous activities and by sending mor®
than half the troops which were despatched from  the
whole of Indi8 to the various centres of the struggle. Its
devotion to the British Crown and the Brifish cause was
« loudly proclaimped by its ruler, even to the length of giving
offence by making an invidious distinction betwéen the
achievements of the various provinees. It was held yp as
a model to the rest of India, for special efforts had been
made to preserve it from the contamination of poht;pal'
agitators from outside, the entry of some of whoul in the
Punjab was officially forbidden, or the corruption by
means of seditious literature, whieh was freely proséribed,
to the extent of excluding certain journals whick haveea
ln.rge‘hxrouhtlou in other parts of India. But this did not
secure its immunity from the tension of feeling which
prevmled all over the ooudtry amongst the educated classes.
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The Announeement of Augnst 1917 brought some xmtiga-
tion, for the unrest was replaced by an eager expectation ©
of a speedy frujtion of the constitutional reforms that had
been promised. Suddenly there was a change in the
pohtlcal atmosphere of India due to the agitation respecting
" the Rowlatt Act and the unfortunate and ill-advised foist- -
ing on it of pasgwe resistance. Disturbarfees more or less
serious broke out in several provifees and were put down
by the. Government by a resort'to physical force and at
the wxpenéb of several lives In each of the places con-
cerned. Order was everywhere restored in the ecourse of
a day or two and even at Amritsar, ¥hich was the scene
of . some &eplora.ble outrages, these were committed at the
very start and there was no repetltlon of them after the
rioters ' were dispersed by the® military. The executive
authorities in"Caleutta, Bombay and Delhi took no retalia-
tory or retributive measures and the excitement very soon
subsided, thanks to the tact and judgment of the losal
Governors. But in the Pun_]a,b martial law was proclaimed
and was contu}ued for over six weeks under such conditions
that they have furnished a foundation for a charge being}
formulated against the execttive and militry authorities i)
of mduigmo' in a campaign of sheer ‘frightfulness.’ '
It is but natural that every Government shonld ba'
jealous to maintain its ecredit and reputation by
promptly contradicting or explaining anything wrongly
stated or insinuated be ite detriment. No exoeptlon—need ;
therefore be taken to bhe Indian Government freely
availing iteelf of this” pr:vxleo'e But not a single
asSertion made by me in the first series of orticles has been
disputed *y the Government for the reason, which is
mcogmzed by the London ﬂmec, °thM; I had relied entu'elﬁ,
'8
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~ on materials that were either official or d.rlm:‘f,rom Anglo-
 “Indian journals. In dealing farther with the Punjab
- affairs I propose to follow the same linesand to discard
- all private information. In the proceedings of the last
sesdfons of the Legislative Coundl there is a good deal of
material available in the admissions thaf have been
officially made and the Government cannot complain if
on certain points their Silence is to be construed into
consent. Where categorical guestions have been put and
no answer has been vouchsafed on the ground" that " it
' would be detrimentdl to the public interests, they cannot
escape the ordinary présumption that if given it would be
unfavourable to them. And the same would apply where
the matter is disposed of by an evasive reply. In certain
indtances the statements of official wipnesggs before the
Inquiry Committee have made up for the reticence of
Government, besides supplyipg a vast amount of informag
tiod relating to the disturbances in the Funjab. By a
fortuitous coxglzination of eircumstances the executive find
themselves placed in a very favourable pqgition. Lord
Hunter had allowed under. certain restrictions both the
Government and the people té>be represented by eaounsel'
with the result that both sides were able at Delhi tp elicit
facts of the utmost importance for arriving at the truth
and thus the subject matter of- inquiry was thoroughly
- sifted, But in the Punjab the Congress sub~cou;4mittee,.
which is advocating the causé of the people, decided
practically to boycott the Inquiry Committee, as the
Govesnment refused to allow the political leaders, now
~ undergoing imprsonment, to be present at the Inquiry.
The ‘request was reasonable on the face of it And there
~ ‘were several precedents to‘suppgrtvit. It is, therefore, to

L
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be regretted the Government ‘was unable to accede to xt.'
It is difficult to understand its attitude or of those at®
whose instange the extreme step was adopted to allotw
the enquiry to proceed ez parfe so far as the people
are concertled, for a fine opportumty has' been lost for
elieiting xmport.a.nt pomts in their favour. At all events,
the Government is a gainer thereby, for 1t is able fo put
forward in full foree its evidedce without any nsk of its
breaking down under a severe cress-examination.
* T hadk no desire t6' minimise the outrages commi
by the people, and I admit that those to whom the guilt
can fairly be prought home are Ueserving of the most
oondign” punishment. I again reiterate that the fositing
of passive resistance on to the.agitat’on in respect to the
Rowlatt Act wgs a great bhinder. I still hold the Wew
that the very fact that $he political leaders of Lahorg and
Amritsar were not able to control the rowdy element
- “Which committed excesses proves that they miscalculated
 the ‘effect of associating the masses in Gbheir political
propaganda, jand so far they cannot be a,cquxtted of blame.
I admit the posltlon of a foreign Government.is except-
ional jand delicate, owing t& the failure to%understand the
people. and their temperament, and that it is entitled
to «greater allowance for b!underuth&t_mu.h&mgmjtte&
S0y it. T recognize that in a moment of panic reason
surrenders its sway and passions are aroused and acts are
committed which uneer *other circumstances would be
serupulously avoided as 2utraomg the sense of decency a.nd
E:znety I would again emphasize the fact thgt, in
ing an estimate of English charactew and oondugt and
their caflacity to govern a country with tact, %justice and
humanity, we ought not to overjook the evidence furnishad

2 e 0 o
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hmmtta, Bombay and Delhi where a situation similar
8o that of the Punjab was dealt with in a manner entitled
to'bvoke the utmost admiration and respect. Mahng all
these allowan ,and taking into account these various
consilerations no fair-minded péMwon can help arriving at -
the conclusion that the disclosures now being made before
the Inquiry Committee do in no way redound to the eredit
‘of the English nation arfd that they are of such a nature
that they are calealated fo deal a severe blow to the
loyalty of the people. In the dark days of thi+Indian
mutiny was issued the proclamation transferring the
government of India frbm the East India ,Company to
the Crown and in it we find the gracious words of the
. Queen who then rexgned ovgr Eugland ‘In the pros-
perivy of the people will be our strength, ip their content-
ment our security and in their gratitude our best reward.
And ma,y the God of all Power,grant to us and to those
in cathority under us strength to carry out these our
wishes for thg good of our people’ Those who are
engaged in carrying out these wishes at phe  present
moment hug the belief that .strength lies in the use of
bombs and machine guns on a “defenceless rabble, a some-
what curious method of promoting the prosperity »f the
people. To rathlessly tcrrorise over them with a callvus
disregard to their feelings is scarcely caleulated to make
them vontented and by inflicting degrading indignities the '
- most ssnglune cannot expect to elicit their gratitude. If
then the people are neither conte ted nor grateful where
lies the security of British rule in India?
:l'!{:;;hﬁmsl «tuation in India is somewhat ladicrous.
A civi nation is engaged in the self-imposed* task of
&"‘Pmmsleounﬁry mreq)ootto wlnch the ldetuuu.

- L g O
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v gononl way entertained that it is peopled by heatlmnu

and savages. A comfortable assurance is cherished timb
it has firmly est&bhshed its prestige as the most cultured
- and humane nation in the world, for has ft not inveighed

. at odd times against the savagery and atrocities of other

* nations, such as the Turks, the Belgiahs and the present-

day Huns 7 Has §t not shed its blood and almost

~ exhausted its resources in championing the cause of truth

and Juﬁlee and protecting the rights of those who ran the
risk of being swallowed up by their powerful and un-
scrupulous nejghbours to whose #reed and rapacity there
“was 10 limit ? Is it not busy at the present moment in
devising a scheme for starting tbe‘people over whom it is
mlmg on _the jpath of self?government ! For theself-
same people to questign whether their rulers are b&nkrupb

o of public morality, justice and humamty is indeed a' bitter |

irony of fate. And yet this question is either on thq lips
of everpedu(‘:ted Indian or if the terrors of the Defence
of India Acp prevent a vocal utterance, it is being revolved
by him in his mind. And the strictures of the English
presy will encourage theire depreciatory attitude towarde
those, who had the recent. handling of Punjab affairs in

- their hands though they cannot hat be lmpresged with the:

. fairmindedness and justice of the British nation in having
“mo seguples as to condemning its representatives in India
for their recent achievements in the art of govelnment.
‘My faith was by no means misplaced. -

Some months ago® I wrote that the man most to be
plhed then was Sir Michael O'Dwye. To-day f should
say th® men most to be pitied are Lord Huhter and Mr.
Justice Rankin, The President of the Disorders Inqyiry -
Compittee when he acbe this position had probably

. ; -
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‘@ l\ny notion of the Punjab, and mébt likely bnd never
- heard of Gujranwala, Kasur or even of Amrxtn.r Recently
the Morning Post of England, after pintmv a cable
recornting somé hill fighting on the North-West Frontier,
near Maughi, wrote in an editorial note : ‘The opera-
tions desenbed above occurred in a mountamous distriet
in the province of Raj putana, to the seuth-east of Jodhpur.’
If the editor of one of the leading journals in England
dould betray such blissful ignorance, surely it Jpuld be
excusable on the part .of Lord Hunter if he had put down
the Punjab as a city or « lake in Central India. As to the
_matter to be inquired into what could be an easicr task 7.
The Punjab had en]oyed the inestimable blessing of
martial law, for so it is lookel upon by those who had the
prxwlege of administering it, hence Jo his hlguly trained
legal “mind there could only be certa.m fixed issues 1n
respect to which a decision was called for. These were®
specified by the'letter of appointment, and besideg he had
former precedents to guide him. But Lord Hunter could
never for a moment have imagined that he would be in-
-y flicted by the experience he is now undergoing, that of
sitting day after day to hear questions put to Englishmen
which impugned their potions of sanity; morality, justjee
and humanity. And these were put not by individuals

bostile to the witnesses but by his eolleagues in the Com- *
‘mittee ‘over which he was presiding, To a high-minded
Englishman nothing could be more galling, and yet his
spirit of fairness and impartiality cannoct prevent these
questlons being pyt, for they na.turally arise from* fact®

~ which @re being elicited and in respect to the character
of which he prefers at this sta.ge to be silent. Mr. Justice
Bnnhn though equally ]ndxcul-n.mded could not mtmn
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himeelf and blurted out his estimation of the nature of
some of the incidents and episodes that are being de

to in the question he put to General Dyer, the hero ©
the Jallianwala Bagh slaughger, whethey jn the firing o
the crowd there *was not a resort to what is called fri¥tht-
fulness ¥’ .

This was not an isolated cage of fnghtfu]nessy foras
the inquiry proceeded fresh instances were forthcoming of
acts doge and orders passed By British officials which
later on made it imperative for an Indemnity Act to be
passed. It will no doubt protect gertain individuals from
personad liability, but does the matter end there ? What
about the effect of a campaign of iyresponsible frightful-
ness on the people of the Pgn]ub ?  What about the logs
of Englishy cha®acter and prestige on which rests® the
foundation of its rul® in India ? Those at presentyat the

¢ helm of affairs in this country are in at way on their trial
for,having permitted the commission of misdeeds,®and
therefore camnot fairly answer or be expected to answe
these questi®ne, apart from the fact that the superior i
most unwilling to give away his subordmate, however |
much he may disapprove of his conduet’ Those actually
conce"med in these misdeeds I take no account of. Their
task is over, and though an Inde®nity Act has been paaaad :
it is with certain reservations which are somewhat incon-
venient and risky. In self-defence they must therefqre plead
that these deeds wer® done in good faith and in the full
assurance that the pgeuliar circumstances of the occasion
scalled for them. And to emphasize this the assertion is
80 conﬁdently made that they would ®&lo the sarge thing -
~ over again. Whether this is likely to serve the interests
. of the British Raj, as wgs pestinently asked by one ofethe

| . A %
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3 Commissioners, is evidently a questmn of secondary im-
rtance, as also whether it redounds to the credit of the
glish nation, totally ignoring the wise'Jictum that it
is righteousness which exaltesh a nation; Justice and
hutnanity form the basis of English rule in India, and the
- |day a suspicion ,is aroused as,to the absence of these
characteristics tbls rule, will receive its death blow. A
moral decadence is found to sap the strength of the rulers
and to undermine the High ddeal of their statemmnshp
_ Not long ago Lord Morley, philosopher and statesman, in
wrxtmg to Lord Mmtg, then Viceroy of India, put the
question, ‘what are we in India*for, and wen’ on to
answer it by the assertion, ‘surely in order to implant
slowly, prudently, judicially those ideas of justice; law,
humamty which are the foundations of our wwn civilisa-
‘tion.; The gospel of force has had its day, and those who
seek to revive it can at best enjoy a success that will be?
terfiporary. Lord Roberts, the apostle of force, has stated
that ‘however efficient and well equipped the army of
India may be, were it indeed absolute perfection and were
its numbers considerably more than they are ab present,
our greatest strength must ever rest in the firm basv of a
.+ 'united and contented India.’ But we have in Inaia at
present General Dyer, the hero of the Jallianwala tmgeay,
who says, ‘the one thing is force” The Manchester «
" Guardjan has dubbed him a mad;han and his forceful acts
have been described as ‘atrocities.” Mr. Montagu says he
was kept in the dark about them and that they are ‘pro-
foundly disturbing.’ o
The Zimeg before the full tale of woe was discloged had
commented on the indignation aroused by the action of the
exeeutive in reference to thz Pupjab disturbances. That
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indignation now that details are bexng publkhed has
developed into a deep and burning resentment. Evey
moderate In#an journals are commenting on the
‘brutalities’ and ‘atrocities’ that were perpetrated nof in
one instance, but repeatedly. Just below the editorial note
in which these%expressions oceur is anosher note dealing
' with some observations made hy Sir Michael Safller at
the meetings he has been addressing on Indian affairs in
Englandy In this note is qtoted” a remark made by him,*
the irony of which is obvious. ‘Service for India at this
moment was’, says Sir Michael, ‘in 3 special way a service
to the warld. India wal the testing place of Britain, It
was in India that the temper of those who went forth
from shis country revealed thd real power of the insiju-
tions underdwhi¥h we live” It would be interesting to
know what he thinks of the temper displayed by ecéttain
Englishmen in the Punjab, for in all fairness Englishmen
in other parts of India should be excluded and even those
in the PunjaB not directly concerned. It furnishes a
carious commbntary on the institutions of England, for it
would appear as if a pragtical illustratipn was being
aﬁordﬁd of the principles, that-might is right and that it
isa case of the survival of the fittest and strongest. Mr.
Montagu rebuked Lord Sydenham for slandering the
seducated classes by the statement that they were more or
less sedMious, and here we . have Col. Johnson, the neartial
law administrator in Lahore, stating with reference
to the Lahore collegesp which are the nursery of the
imtelligentia of the Punjab that ‘thore was so ‘tuch
sedition fp be found in them that it wits a matter ®f in-
difference if his treatment of the students made these
young men imbibe a bittac hatred towards the Britisfi
X . : gF. 4 » :
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Govarnment for the rest of tbeu' hvea, for ‘nothing thit he
d;d could make them worse.’ Col. O’Brien, deputy com-
missioner of Gujranwala, when asked alwut a ecertain
'order that ite wonld by reasoi™f its ﬂemg humnlmtmg
create resentment and bitterness, stated ‘the bitterness

was already exisfing and his order would not add much
to it.”* It is pertinent tq@ inquire if the policy embodied

herein finds acceptance with the English nation. And .

cagain, while Col. JohnSon admitted the truth of _the
‘suggestion made by Lord Hunter that in a large popula-
tion there must have been many citizens who were not
" disposed to disorder and were quite willing to oboy orders,
 therefore the duty wlevolved on him not to issue orders
“‘calenlated to permanently lienate the people or put them
out of sympathy with the administratioh, byt he added,
‘we owere making examples of People who were doing
wrong.! Seemingly it mattered little to him if the whole
‘ colintry became disaffected so long as the désire to yetal-
iate for the wrong done by a few was gratified even at the
}expense of the innocent suﬁering along with the guilty.
Major Darberry, the oﬁcer in charge of the aeroplane
which fired on the people ‘at Gugranwa.la ang adjacent
villages, admitted that innocent peeple were fhade to
suffer with the guilty” as he ‘had no time to make any
! diserimination, but looked to the moral effect,” and the
sames it may be presumed was his object in firing on
erowds that were running away of on' groups of persons
1§ who may have been innocent csight-seers. It would be
intefesting to know if he was rightly interpreting ﬂ)e
séntiments, of the nation whom he was representing in

1 India, A.nd we find General Dyer stating thst he was

Ydoing a jolly lot of good? by firing on a erowd of persons
: ? ] o
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who it is not alleged were committing a breach of tbL
peace without asking them to disperse and who were,
running away,¥or his object was ‘to strike terror not only
on the immediate crowd but all throughs the Pnnjsb.’"‘ﬂ
* General Dyer was not singular in views he expressed, for
there were otlers who also preached snd practised the §
gospel of terrorism. Mr. Marsden, sub-divisional'bfficer
at Kasur, admitted that school boys against whom mno
oomplai% had been made were Mogged asa ‘preventives
~measure’ and to ‘strike terror,” and that the same was the
object of erecting a scaffold at the yKasur railway station.
This is alk very’ well, But the point which calls for con- |
sideration is whether a method of €overnment on these
lines is caleulated to cement & good feeling between*the
rulers and te rfed and whether it will stimulate the
loyalty of the people of® India to the English natioa ? T
®ad faith in the Englshenation and entertained no doubt
a8 tosthe response which would be given, for even Englih-
men in India tBough officials and though #erving in the
Punjab are #nwilling to signify their approval of this
incident, in spite of the faet that it had received the
sancti®n of their late chief, Sir Michael O'Dwyer. Mr.
Kitchid, the commissioner of the division in which
Amritsar is situated, when asked %y one of the members
«f the Committee whether he approved of the Jallianwala
affair, Yrapkly replied he would rather not answer the’
question. And Mr. Irving, when questioned if the firing
on the crowd without asking it to disperse was to strikel
terror, did not repudiate this, but stated he could not
say whay was in General Dyer’s mind W¥hen yhe otdered
the soldier’s to fire, as if he was most anxious to dissociate
himself from the ‘military hefo. The strn_ig'put on the
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CHAPTER XI.

THE RETICENCE OF A STRENUOUS GOVERNMENT.

v The dxsclosures in connection, with the Mmyn.h’
msssacre, while they have shocked the English conseience,

ave, Tave at t}]é same time aroused a Matural curiosity how an
Vincident #this kind could have for so many months been
snceessfully suppressed. Mr. Monfagu has repudiated
any knowledgesexcept &he bare outlines, from which it
follows that even the Vieceroy had net been apprized, at
least offjcially, of the details. 8ir Michael O’Dwyer is in
the country and sean solve the mystery, for there weke
other episodes, pregnant®with serious conséquences, gver
which a veil has egually been thrown. Whether the
extragrdinary reticence on the part of a strenuous Goverth-
ment was due $o0 a pure accident will be ewident from a
brief survey ofs certain material that is now available. We
have seen that the agitation with reference to the Rowlatt

Act ledto,a series of disord®s in various ‘parts of India. V

Ahmedsbad may be put out of this category as local causes

were at work there. Full' publi®ity was given by the

| {rovernments of Calcutta, Bombay and Delhi to the
measures adopted to put down the disorders, nor wag any
attempt made to stifle 8r distort them. No embargo was
laid on the * movements ofy the people inside or outside the

infected area. The military helped the civil authorities
 in quelling the riots and a few lives were Ipst inseach

| instance, but there the matter ended. There was no

xmpomtmn of mu'tnl lag no.proseeutmn was startefl
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n.gamst the leaders of public opuiion and the whole shn»

" subsided after the prominent inhabitants were serionsly
“remonstrated with and were warned 'that, severe action
would be taken unless the fooleries belﬁg committed by an
irfesponsible mob were stopped.

But the PunJab the most loya.l of prgvinces, was ab a
moment’s notice proelmmed to be in open rebellion, and
martial law was imposed. It now appears from the official
. evidence given before the Disorders Inquiry Committee
. that the civil authorities, prior to the Governor-&uzneral in |
Council sanctioning the application of martial law, had
quietly surrendered a portxon of the Punjab.to the military,
who engaged in the, task of administration aceording to
their sweet will, of which we have seen and shall see some
“Titte sa sa.mples So far as the outside public concerned
the pnly inforthation vouchsafed by a benign Government
was that Lahore, Amritsar and some a.d]m.ent: cities werp:
inf'open rebellion and that all the resources of civilization
were being nequisitioned to quell the outbpeak. It would
be natural to presume that a martial (race like the
Punjabees must have played considerable havoe on those

they were fifhting against, but the total number of
casualties they were responsible for was seven Europeans
killed and one European lady severely assaulted. If the
G R L mstead of foolmg about. _to.-entangle . mnneanfs “

\1’.'192}9 _for im »g'maxz_ crimes, had tried to spof, the in-
dividuals who committed the outrage on this lady they
would have won the eternal gratitude of the people of the
Punjab. But stay, I am forgetting an Englishman

- wounded in Lakore who should be added to the list of
casualties. ‘It was stated by the Qivil and' Mdztaryi

'Gazatte that he had receiyed a knock on the head which

€ ‘
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had to be bandaged, and was taken to a hotel where he
was'an object of interest to European visitors. This he ¥
certainly desersed to be, for he was in the thick of the
fight in Anarkali Bazar and had not been mglested by the

, rioters, but, says the same journal, he had been struck®by
a policeman by mistake. The wonder is not that this
policeman had his wits wool gathering, but that in a frenzy
of panic the officials generally did not run amok striking

 their heads against each other. Amyhow, full and elaborate,

| dotails o®Athe foul deeds committed by the rebels were:
published by means of official communiques and by the
Anglo-Indian press ; but what about the action of the
officials, eivil and military, in -suppressing the so-called
rebellign ? “Let us first get an Indemnity Act passed,”
seems to havg beem the idea with which they were obsessed,
‘and then you will hear #ome details, at least so far as you
e able to extract them from us.’ But evidently they 1
had ot ealeulated on such a contingency as a commisdton

. being appointesl to investigate their valoreus deeds and
“the reasons which prompted their committal, and they |

! would have seouted the idea if any one had suggested it, 7"
that they, the mightly rulers®f the land, might be heckled ;
and  badgered and reduced to a state of utter imbecility r

Wi

by Indians sitting as commission®s and prying into the
E Jeasons why a particular thing was done or a belief was
| entertained, as if in those memorable days there wys any
' necessity for the existéhee of a reason for doing anything
or believing in anything. Col. O’Brien, deputy commis-
 signer of Gujranwala, having stated that the unres was
due to ‘gome outside organisation’ snd®being unahle to
. give any reason at last admitted ‘it is only my assum. tion”
~ adding pathetically, ‘I nevey expycted to be cross-exar..ined’
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For the policy of secrecy that wu ‘adopted from the

- Coutset, Sir Michael O’Dwyer is reaponslble On the 10th

Kpril 1919 there was a disturbance /in Amritsar in the
course of which some dastardly outmges were committed
by « city ruffians. The rioters were dispersed and
writes the Civil and Military Gazette :—Tn the:
evening news was received that order had been

restored.” That same eveanFso:_g_glMt, took place
~in Lahore. It is stated in an official communique ‘that a

‘ mob of city riff-raffs and students were proceeding from

e

the city to the Mall and on its refusal to abandon its
progress was dispersed ‘under the grders of fhe msglstrate
by musket fire.” As a matter of fact it was discovered
afterwards that five rounds of ball cartridges were issued
to whe police by mistake.” Anyhow ity is admitted no
violence of any kind was used by the mob before or after

- that. The Civil and Military Gazelle said : “The effect

of the fire and the appearance of the cavalry was to finally
disperse the rjoters, and by 8 p. m. the gity was.qliet.
After that mo further disturbance occurred.” , And yet the |
very next morning, nothing objectionable having taken
place during thd night at Lahtre, Amritsar or anygvhere
else in the Punjab, Sir Michael O’Dwyer issued the
following order : ‘Whereas there are reasonable grounda for

: behevmg that the publishers are about to publish in tbelr

fiewspapers accounts of or with reference to the duturbances

~which have taken place in Lahore and Amritsar and

whereas the publication of such agcounts is likely to be
prejudicial to the public safety, therefore the local Govern-
ment prohlbm th publication of such accounts or of any
criticism unless these have been submitted for précensor-

- ship to the press adviser $o Government.’ Martial law

0 uf 3
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was declared a few days later and one of the orders passed
bysthe military commander at Lahore was to the effect: #
‘By virtue of ,the powers vested in me I have prohibited®
the issue of third or intermediate class tickets at all
«milway stations in the Lahore civil command, except orfty

in the case of sqrvants travelling with their European
masters or others in the employ of the Government.” To
prevent people from taking the  train from adjacent
stations the prohibition was extended to these by the
General Micer Commanding. Even first and second class
Indian passengers could not travel without a permit and
this was, rarely granted. Rai Bahadur Gopal Das
Bhandari, an official witness before the Committee, stated

he took jno interest in politics and as there was danger, to
his house beipg Marnt he had’ taken his family frém
Amritsar to Lahore. A permit to return was refused him
il he appealed to Cob Bayley, the Lieutenant-Governor’s
pri secretary. At Amritsar, Mr. Irvine, the deputy
commissioner, stated: ‘No one was allowgd to travel
without a permit’ and he passed on the responsibility for
this to the military authorities. At Gujranwala, Layallpur
and Warwirgbad Major C. J. W. Smith reigred as martial
law administrator and he admits the ‘educated classes were
not permitted to travel in his area,in®order to prevent infee-
tpn’—not of plague or choira, but of politics, they being
‘suspiciows characters.’” In Kasur not only were  the
people prohibited from® leaving the town but those who
had left werd ordered to retprn. Some who failed to do
%0, jmost likely because they never heard of the order,shad |
their houses broken into, their clothes burnt and fheir|
earthenware broken, all this by way of ‘reprisal’, says the|
valliant Commander, Capt. Dovejon. The net result oé




"% ivate individuals was it poasxble to get any news * to
hat was transpiring in the area ¢ itpd with being
‘{,.‘ i infected, fora. sbrict eensox'shl.g.waa vexercised on corres-
 poadence pa.ssmg through the post. Both the English
~ dailies of Lahore had to suspend{ their issue and one of
. them, the Punjabee, has ceased to exist. - With the
Indian press suppressed and every devise a.dopted to
{:event news from leaking out, it was all the more incum-
nt on the Government, by means of officiakgcommu-
mques, as also for the English press, to keep the public
apprised of the provreés of events. How, far this duty
was discharged is gvident from the fact that & Jisclosure
{15 now bemg made by official witnesses of inecidents and
episodes which have aroused the indignption of the world
and wbleh constituted one of thg, reasons why a certain
proportxon of the Indian population gefused to ta.ke part
inghe peace celebrations.

Let us start first with Amritsar. Graphéc details “were
given of the outbreak there and of the excesses committed
by the mob,as also of the measures adopted to put down the
riot and for %he protection 8f the Europeans. But what
about the repnsa.ls on the inhabitants by whxch both the
innocent an: guitty were made to suffer and in the
course of which eruelty was reduced to a fine art ? Whag
about., the humiliating indignities to which they were
{ subjected > What about the tra.gedy of the Jallianwala
‘Bagh ? What about the floggings which were ddmlmstemd
| at random ? All this was absolutely suppressed. Rumogrs
2 wereﬁ&ﬂoat thatesome fearful things had occurred, but

‘,'4 Gdbardhsn Das who had the temerity to make sd*qm dis-

B ¢

| beyond that the outside world knew nothmg " One
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closures, and as was to beexpechdhsdonthebuudJ

fumours made some incorrect statements, was promptly I
arrested, tried by the Defence of India Act and sentencad
to a long terA of imprisonment. It is not denied thatj
terrorism of a flagrant nature was empbyed ; it wguld
‘have been futile to do so in the face of the facts that: nx"1 ;
being elicited® by the Hunter Committee. General Dyer |
admits he had revolved in his mind the doing of some-
thing that would strike the 1magmstlon of the whole of |
the Puggab, but beyond it was the further idea so to cow |
down I.lflpeople that they would have neither the heart nor
the energy left to make any discloaures of the sufferings
and the indignities to which they had been subjected. Col.
O’Brien before he started in the discRarge of his amlable{
dutieg asked the Chief Secretaly to the Government td ‘see
that his actibns were legalised if done in good faith’. Mr.
. Thompson replied ‘it would be all right if he used common
%ense’, We shall see how that was used. And while tlus ‘ ;
\terrorism was in progress any kind of publicity was tobe |
strenuously pr?vent.ed And the order of Sir Mfchx10’Dwyer,
practically suppressing the Indian press, served this pur-
pose.  British officials are ngw being charged with ‘bruta~
lities”'and ‘atrocities’ , and with conduet that is called
‘infamous’. But for this order agd the policy of reticence
adopted by the Government and the Anglo-Indian press
*such charges would never have been heard of, for English
oplmoﬂ would at once have nipped in the bud the comtinu-
ance of a gourse of condact which drew from Mr. Justice
Rankin the remark th2t it was suggestive of ‘frxgbtful-‘ |
ribss’. S
This*was said with special reference to the.Jallum‘nhg |
“incident as rega.rds which Mr, Andrews, so well-known ﬁ(;r i
\l '.-\ » ! ‘. ".‘. | » | y it t,. %
2 “ o 2 i i W #il ey
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 the services he has rendered to the Empire, states after a
visit to Amritsar, that ‘the massacre of Glencoe in
‘t&:glish history ie no greater blot on the fair fame of my'
country than the massacre at Amritsar. I ah not speak-
ing _from idle erumour, 1" hayg gone |into every single
detail with all the care and thoroughness that a personal
investigation could command and it remwiins to me an
unspeakable disgrace—indefensibl’e, unpardonable, inexcus-
able’ The details will be dealt with later on. At present
the point most relevant®is the length to whyj the
reticence of a strenuous Government was carried in this
instance. An‘official conmunique, dated 14th April, 1917,
states ‘that at Amritsar all meetings were pYohibited, but
in spite of this prohibition one was announced to take
plag¢ in the afternoon. About 6,000 people attended.
This meeting, held in defiance of the law,‘was dispersed by
a snofall force of Indian troops coifsisting of detachments
of the 20th Gurkas, the 54 Sikhs &nd the 59th Sinde

iffes. The casualties were heavy, but quiet ‘has sinece
prevailed in th® city and it is expected tifat shops will
open on the 15th. How very illuminating this account
is ! If in dispegsing a crowd the death had been caused
of a dozen persons it may well have been deseribed By the
expression ‘the easualties were heavy’ but i& conveyed to
no one the idea that from four to five hundr
been done to death, as is now officially admitted, though e
| certain Tndian leaders from outside, who are wdvoca-
ting the cause of the people, have on the strength of
| inquiries made by them personallyttraced out no‘less than
530 persons who were killed and as to the wounded thew
were gbout 1500 fn number. But the authorities chad no
px‘p;?i'se knowledge of the casualties as they were absolutely

A\l
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sndifferent about the matter, and it was months later
when there Jvas an outery by the publie for informatioh
that they began to institute inquiries. Mr. Thom
Chief Secretary to the Punjab Governnlent, stateds or
‘the 13th September at a meeting of the Imperial Legis
lative Council Yhat the total number of chsulties amounted
to 291, though he admitted that probably ‘we shall neve
know thé exact namber of persqns who met their
m' the# garden.” But Mr. Burton, deputy commissions
of Amritsar, stated before the Hunter Committee a ecoup
of mongths later that so far 415 deaths had been traced
out, As persons from long distancey usually attend the
Baisakhi fair which was bging held on the day this
incident occurrgd, it is obvibus how difficult it s to
make out a’complete lyst of the killed and wounded and
,this Mr. Burton adrgitted. The Civil and Milithry Gazette
at first stated that there were heavy casualties among, the
. mdb,.‘several Jundreds being killed and injured.” This was |
in a later isspe toned down to the assertion that ‘the troops
fired causing severe casuallies.” And it is a very significant
fact ghat in the pamphlet published by it,%ntitled, ‘Punjab
Disturbances—com piled from the Civil and Military Gazette’
its own versions of theJallianwalasBagh incident are entirely
eliminated. The Associated Press which is under a contract
to supply news relating to the whole of India was silent on
the subject of the casualties, though it had a specidl agent
st Lahose. Perhaps the pre-censorship of Sir Michael
O'Dwyer was responsible for this. Though in the heat of
the moment he had signified by wige his approval to.
General Dyer of the latter’s action, possiby when fully
~ apprised of the details he arrived at the conclusion that the
less ig known about it tothe public the better.
4 \ 3 i »




‘“’7'. G ronmou pnonpmi
' Exrtial 1 b o desbribed as the negation of all
: l llw It vests the military commander with full and absolute
discretion to do anything or order anythmg He likes, and
it ie always unfierstood that ‘héwhould act with ordinary
common sense. But martial law in the Punjab was dis-.
tinguished by two‘special features. Certaiff things were
| done w1th\thg_%525ﬁ1-mmﬂﬁ&ﬁh&uhﬂ!ﬂ.___me as
object lessons, and the dogr glories.in tine. deeds and says
e would re;eaTThem ;iwr again. But the ofject in
E:v: was defeated by <hese achievements being either

ept n profound seerbt or by their signifiance being
tly minimised. This is a matter in respect o which

Sir Michxl O'Dwyer ‘will perbaps vouchsafe some explana-
tion to an inquisitive world, For it s impossible to
“understand the attempt made to suppress the Fallianwalla
ineid®nt. * Tt “was certainly not (?ﬁe to General Dyer,
for.he frankly admits having done certain asts and®
gives us the reason why he did them. He wanted to*do
something ‘stmng and he wanted to do this go that ‘from

" 'a military point of view it would make a wide i impres-
sion throughout¢ the Punjab. Hence the Jalliapwala
‘slaughter. But no sooner the deed is dontﬁﬂe‘«?ﬁget
ted by every effout being put forwarfl to suppress

. kit as if there was no General Dyer and no massacrs.
- 1 And the same is the fate of what is known as the crawling
- incidefit, the details of which merjt separate treafment.
"This again General Dyer admits had its birth after a
~good deal of ‘searching’ of his mind. Why then should
Pt bave been treatgd as an abortion instead of a happ$
~.évent “or the delectation of the world ? But as # matter

- of fact it was months after the event that this product
~of his mind was mtroduf'sed t the world with many
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apologies. The pubhe luhmgs were Mhmnnﬁamd by
Hini 'to ‘make a good impression.” Why the moral dspnvxty °
of ﬂns world ghould not have benefited by this good imprest
sfon is a problem which must be exercising his active an
« prolific mind 7 But a perverse Government was ready

fly at a person’y throat if even a suggestion was made that{
flogging was resorted to by the martidl law authoriti
whereas it now turns out that all over the infected
1t was inflicted indiseriminagely., *

As%egards Lahore we shall see later on that in- splﬂa
of its being tﬁe headquarters of Gbvernment, from which
fact it was natural to suppose a cerfain amount of restn.mt
would be exercised, there was on the part of the
law apthorities a deliberate angd total dlgw lives|
a _of Indians And_of their ordinary rights
as free citizens. Publicity was given to the martial law

eorders by their publication in the Civil and MVitary
ette, but how these orders had been worked the oqtnide
- world knew snothing till months later, and the people in
the Punjab <knew of it last of all. 8o ngorously was
censorship being applied that any one city iu the infected
areaalid, not know what. was transpiring is its neighbour-
hood. For agts which on the face of it are most extra-
ordinary the excuse casually putsforward is that they werey
y intended to have a moral effect. If so, then why k
dark ghese various achievements as if they were dark deeds |
that could mot bear the light of day? Flogging asa|
punishment, says Col. Johnson, the martial law administra- |
dor at Labore, has four virtues attached to it. It is |
‘essentjal”it is ‘deterrent’ it is condugjve to ‘heafth’ and
Gts value is great.’ Then why not have giVen publicity
~ to each case “i it oeom.red so that the moral effect

A Y . g s '3 o i ;
AN g % ¥ X Y 5 » »




v o T A,
I ronmnnonm 1

mn.y not be lost to the world 9 Why should the
incident now admitted by him have been kept a secret’ that
% priest and some others belonging to a marriage pirty
were arrested and flogged ~because they were more than
tem in number'? What a fine advertisement this would ,
have been of British justice and humanity ? Why was
Capt. Doveton, $he military commander’ at Kasur, not
allowed to tickle the fincy of a frivolous world by the
announcement that he wgs fo]lowing in the footsteps of
his predecessor, King Solomon, and to quote as a &mple of
his wisdom that he had ordered three of the biggest boys
in a school to be senf over to him to ba whipped, not
because they had dong anything wrong, but as an example
tio the rest of the boys, that he had ordered persons, com-
mlt&mg a breach of the Raifway Act to ge to a o'oods shed
and load and unload bales and ¢o other work that he
had made a large number of persons gub the ground with,
heig forehead a.nd thought ‘there was nothing humiliating
bout it’ or ‘that it was an infliction,” and that he believed
e was entitled to vary the monotony of his work with a
ittle enterlainment and so e made quite a number of
‘middle aged met: skip 20 times without a break.’ Wkether
he- showed them how to do it is not recorded, but perhaps
e did: And why shoulé Col. O’Brien,’ deputy commis-
ioner of Gujranwala, have been deprived of the glory ,
ue to him for teaching Indians the elements of ejvility
by ordéring them, at the risk of being flogzed, to alight
om wheeled conveyances, and (o close their @mbrellas .
hen passing a European officer 7 There seems to havg
n a keen compgfition in the memorable days of maﬂual
w befween those administering it as to who could invent
the largest number of fangy oﬁﬁenoes and fancy punish-
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ments. But why need we labour the point any further
What we are concerned with at present is the fact that fﬂ’,"
so many months a veil has been thrown over these
brilliant achievements by an over-strenuous and at the
same time over-sensitive Government. But if the rfost
“brilliant administrator’ the Punjab has been blessed with
had had his way, the present exposure would never have
taken place ; and now that it has taken place all that the
Anglo-Indian journals can say about the Jallianwala affaiy

- 18 fairlP®represented by the comments of the Englishman :
“The kindest, surest, most reasona.ble action as regards the
Punjab js tosforget. » Nothing will be gained by going
persistently into a matter that. exhibits neither side at its
best.” This neither side at «ts best is certainly nich !
The P'w'n.eer without admitting that the authorities Were
guilty of a.ny derelictian of duty, pleads that the ampesty
plowed to political sffenders should be extended to the
authorities ; so keen is it to vindicate British honour and
jrusﬁce. Thesg are seemingly articles whichsin the present
degenerate days possess no value. The European Associa-
tion, apprehensive of the verdict of the commissioners,}
eries frantically enough ‘L& the Hunter® Commission bej
dissolved.’ Traly from every point of view a new lustre
has been shed by Punjab officials ®n British rule in India.

-n
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IS POLITICAL AGITATIQN’ A CRIME ?

« : .

India has now arriyed at a stage wherein ithas a
chance of working out its own salvation, for the founda-
tion has been laid for the'acqifirement in course of time of
complete self-governmgnt.  How has this stage been
reached 7 If the ansever be given by Indians affording
evidence of having qualified thenfiselves for unéertaking
the new responsibility, it will fall short of the truth. For
it h&s been their bitter exyferience that however qualified
they have been to discharge certain f\’mctlens or to fill
certa#in positions and in spite of pr¥fuse promises golemnly
made that there was no limit to their ambitions, thew
achievements in this direction have nat been Very Jeon-
spicuous. Whatever success cart be placed®to their eredit
has been due to their persistent agitation in season and
out of season aqd in the face of calumny and official dis-
pleasure. The immediate cause of the grant of 8ertain
privileges or the removal of certain disabilaties has always

‘been of agitation. Be it said to the credit of the

- English nation that though they have been at times un-e
- sympsthetic and somewhat 1rrespons1ve they haverreadily
‘recognized that agitation within® certain bounds was

legitimate and preferable by. f&r to the m-broodmg of
grievlinces to which no outward expression was given. dn

the Reforms Rdport, for which Mr. Montagu ond Lord
5 (‘ helmsford are jointly responsible, the genesis and

progress of political agitationgin India are carefully, and

L 4
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sympathetically traced, and approval is accorded to its |
culmination in the union for political purposes of the twq,
main communibies, Hindu and Mahomedan. And any re-
, maining doubts are dispersed by the graciote words in the
King Emperor’s Proclamation—I have watched with un: ler-
standing and syhpathy the growing desire of my Indian
people for representative institutions. Starting from small
beginnings this ambition has stea(.lily"strengthened its hqld
. upon theintelligence of the country. It has pursued its
' course along constitutional channels with sincerity and
courage. It hgs survived the discredit which at times and
n pla,ces"la.wless men sought to cast upon it by aets of
violence committed under the nime of patriotism.’
The English ¢pnstitution owes its origin to the awaken-
ing of the pdople to political consciousness and to their
rsistent agitation that the methods of government
xould be adapted to the necessities of an age of progress.
And*Indians have done no more than copy perhaps a 1iftle
too slavishly English political methods. Théir minds and
ideas have expanded by western education and western
culturg ; they have aspired tg western institutions and are
striving t0 obtain them by the orthodox western methods
of political agithtion. By the sidq of intellectual progress
we find aceentuated the desire for the commercial develop-
*ment of the country, and in other respects there is
evidpné'e of a new national life. That on the swhole
English stgtesmen are in sympathy with this new awaken-
ing it would be ungenerous on our part to deny. Why
then, it will be asked, is the question put, ‘Is political
agitabio® a crime’? It is because there is»induBitable
evidence that very reeently in the Punjab political agitation -
has been treated as if %t wdre a crime a.n’d political
, . e ‘
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« Bgitators have been dealt with as worse than ordinary ormu—
snals. The indulgence in a campaign of frightfulness may
be put down to the frenzy produeed by unrtasoning panie,
byt the attempt to stifle political life was as dehbernte
as it has far-reaching consequences. If successful *
it will strangl¢ the progress of a natfhn, but if this
object is not achieveds it will recoil on those responsible
for initiating a policy so foreign to the instincts of the
“British nation, and will expose them to the bittor hatred
of the people soughteto be vietimised. It is therefore
necessary to deal wrth this question in some detall and 1
trast I shall do so fairly and dlspa.sslona.tely .
What are the broad facts ? There were some distur-
baices in the Punjab w&nch in some places were' unfor-
tunately attended by deplorable_outrages. ® There were
simflar disorders in other parts of Ind1a. though of not 80
serious a nature. In the Punjab alone was martial laW
! proclaimed. It dealt with two classes of offenders., Phere
were those who were actually engaged in the perpetration
of outrages and breaches of the law ranging from the
alleged waging of war agaipst the all-powerful British
Government by means of bamboo sticks to riding a hxgh
horse without dismounfing or not lowermf an umbrella. in
the presence of a white face or semi-white face or not
. tendering it with body doable bent a respectful obelsa.noe
The punishments ranged from deatl, to being flogged on
the open road or bemo- whlte-washed with lige and then
let loose ; to reciting the formuls ‘we repent, we repent’
till such time Mr Bosworth Smith’s proposed house®of
» repexﬁancefw:th of course the requisite stool, whas ready
for oceupa.txon or writing an autobiography on the
ground thb the nose ; t& 1ndR;1ng a poem on the trying
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magistrate or in the case of fat and widdle aged persons to
skjpping twenty times, so as to afford free entertainment
to a jaded official. Where so many opprobrious epithets
. are being freely used it may perhaps be excusable to
,remark that the behaviour of some of the officials in th
Punjab was more like that of the inmates of Bedlam.
country declared®o be in open rebellion, fragic events o
sorts being enacted in various parts, and here we have the
mighty rulers of the land‘indulgipg in the most extra-
ordinarysanties and more especially in their treatmen
of men they stigmatized as poht!ca.l'agltators
These were fhe othey class of offenders. There was
no overt act of violence brought home, to them. Amnitsar
was the scene of the worst optrage and we have Mr.
Irvine,” the depu&y commissioher, stating before %he
Hunter Comittee that, ‘he dx? not think that any of the‘
leaders intended thmgs %o 6T T Solencs. | A regards
the actual rioters they consisted of the lower orders of the
eity ™ and ingluded Kashmeri Mahomedgns, Hindus,
Khatris, ete. They were led by hooligans. Whatever
the leaders may have thought these hooligans had quite
differegt intentions. The disdike of the mob was shown
on persons and property belonging to Europeans. No
hostility was evienced towards (sovernment servants as
such and not even the police were molested.” As to
%Lahore, a Government communique stated that it was the
city | riff-raffs who gvere concerned in the afleged
riots théfe, and it is pleaded on their behalf
that they did no moré than form an orderly | pro-
cefsion to interview the Lleutenant-ﬁovemor *And
in fact it? the other ecentres of disorder, in %pite of the
i nost strenuous exqrtnona of bhe Criminal Investxgatxoal
i ; .
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Dppurtment, no case could be made out against, the
ucated classes of being concerned in any acts of violencg.
‘What then were the political agltat%ru accused of ?
Of no less a erime than that of\n.gmu war, of abetment
in"waging war and of a conspiracy to wage war. In the
indictment agamsb Mr. Harkishanlal and other leaders of
public opinion in Lahore it was recited that they in con-
junetion with one ‘Gandhi’ had eonspired to wage war
- ate., the said Gandhi beirg about the same time euloo'lsed
by the Secretary of State for India as a mamm ot un-
blemished character g,nd of lofty ideals. If there is-one
man in the whole of India whe has rightly earned the
title of a man of peac: ande to whom violence of any kind
is uterly abhorrent it is Me. Gandhi. It only shows the
Astate of imbecility the alithorities in #he PunJa.b were
freduged to, to find them attribgting to sulh a man the
‘being engaged in a conspiracy to subgert the Govamment
Bift what was the actual process by which this war was
being waged 8 Arms the people had none, At one fime
it was believed that bundles .of sticks had been imperted
in Amritsar in antxcxpatlon of being needed in an impend-
ing fight, but ‘we have it in® evidence that a trader had
sent for them in the ordinary course of- busmess and that
when the disturbance Yook pla.ce delivery had not been
taken of them. In Lahore it is said the mob was armed
with brickbats—may be, but, these are curious yeapons.
for meeting an onslaught of machine guns and bombs.
. Nowhere in the Punjab were ang persons found to be in
possdssion of unlicensed fire-arms or of any exploslve or
otherdelete;loustsubstance But it is said the waging ®of
‘war was not so much a physical as an intellectufl process
: ﬁ\d the evidence of it was,to be found in the use of strong :

i . .
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language while protesting against the passing of the/
Rowlatt Act or other measures of Governmeut, or to pu;
*11; in generaly terms in the free exercise of the right of
‘political agitation.

But political agitation could not be open]y discounten-
anced, as all the world over it is looked, upon as a desir-
able means towards a desirablp end, and the expedient.
was therefore adopted of attaching a criminal significance
to  certain overt acts and* stigmatizing them as opea
rebellidh. It served the double purpose of punishing the:
political agitator and of releasing, the Government from
a tight eorner, that of justifying the proclamation o
martial law. The various incidents*during this eventful
period, went no further than t@ prove that a mob had got "
out of hand and had in some places committed excesses
which putting the wo#st construction on them coulsl not
J)e bronght within the category of acts of open rebellion.
‘A .slmple solution was to be found in assuming %he
existence of open rebellion and then any kil of criminali-
ty could be attributed to acts which ordinarily would be
hardly worth any notice. A mob goes to interview thef
Lieut®nant-Governor and 1% fired upon and driven back, |
though it had gommitted no v1olenee Certain individuals
were tned and sentenced to transportation for life. Why?

« Because it was held that this occurrence was ‘plainly
part and pareel of the rebellion which had already proken
out,” In the affair a¥ Lahori gate missiles were said to
have beerf “thrown, but dortunately no one was hit. For,

- proving such bad shots a few, who were favoured by thej
testimopials of the police, were prosecuted apd semtenced

" to transportation on the finding of the judicial luminaries

: who t.ned them thb thqy ha¢ committed the offence®o
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wagmg war and ‘this needs no demonstmhon In the
flira Mandi affair there was a similar charge and a’
similar punishment and in the judgment the reason given
is that ‘judicial notice is taken of the fact that there
| was already a state of rebellion in existence.” In the
Badshahi mosque rase & prying C.L D. officer was beaten
and his pagri was burnt. Nine men were sentenced to
mnsportatnon for life. Why ? Because was in all
| seziousness held that the laying  hands on hid sacred person
was tantamount to waging war. The leaders of public
opinion were sentenced -wholesale to transportation under
the firm belief that thereby policical agication in the
f Punjab would be wiped out for good. It need hardly be
said all the vietims of this to.afoolery have been dischorged
by the clemency of the King. And so far from giving
up pol'tical agitation tley marched straight from the jail
to the National Congress or the All-India Muslim League
meeving at Amritsar which were then in session, wd
‘horror of horrois were treated there as heroe.. Mr. Dani
./ Chand, a member of the municipal committee Lahore, was
one of those who had to march hand-cuffed along the
streets to and from the courts and of course had the usual
sentence of transportation for life and forfeiture of pro-
perty rassed against him. On his release and on his
first re-appearance in the committee, which was presided
over b a European . official premdent, he had to “ace a
resolution ‘congratulating him on nig release and wel- |
ming him back as one of the m. st useful and upright
embers of the committee,” although on being set free
e had -enewad his alleged mischievous activity. He had -
few minutes before opposed an amendment by which a
European member desired to add the name of Lord
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Chelmsford bo‘hst of Mr. Montagn and Lord Sinha
whdpn a vote of thanks was bemg proposed for theﬁ
services in connection with the passing of the Reformg
Act. b —

An impartial writer of the history of the Punjab dxs-
turbances and the martial law period which followed it
will not fail togrrive at the conclusion -that a dead set
-was made by the Government against the educated classes
and specially azainst thelegal praetitioners, and this was’
solely ﬂ!because of their predllecf ion for political agitation.
The official evidence marshalled before the Hunter Com-
mittee has blouo}lt out in broad relief the fact that far
from bethg the actual pex petrators of acts of violence they
all over the affected area were most forward in helping
the awthorities to’ restore ofderjand this in spite of® the
contumely gnd gndignity with which they were trea
including those who hdd rendered the most signal service
%o the Crown' for %which they had been duly rewarded.
But, nevertheless all lawyers were suspects. Mr. TomKns,
the deputy inshector-general of police, adnfitted that he
had issued instructions under martial law that ‘plqadera“
should be regarded as suspicious charactgrs,” the i'ea.son‘f-
being%hafb he believed ‘some pleaders were instrumental in) |
spreading  disaffection’. Beinv'pressed tor state
evidence on  which he had arrived at this ooncluslo
sall he could sa.y was that ‘somehow he had regeived
that lmpressmn Col Frank Johnson, the martigl }m
admxmstmtor in Lahore, can boast of four years’ resides

Indm,-dnrmo whicl#® period he probably never cam.a ‘
mto contact with a single educated man, yet he enter-
tained cqrtain very precise ideas about théh. The extremists
1\: considered highly educated people, hence lawyers a.nd
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