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laid spe'lial emphasis on the growing spirit of na.tionality 
, in India. The awakening of India. to political conscwus­

.fiess to which testimony is being given on :tJI sides re olves 
itself in the desire that the pe6tJle should have a share in 

• th~ administration of the country. It is practically a 
revolt against the present ahsolute form,.of government, 
thou a., not aaaiJ!st English rule, which is indispensible in 
the present condition of India. The tido of national 

• feeling is subject to certltio irpportant limitations. It de­
mands 0. transfer of power from the present administraliQrs 
of the country, but 0 whom? There lies the weakness of 
our position. If it co ld be said ip a broid and O'eneral 
way to the represe tatives., of the people \)lect by th~m 
regardless of race Ot' creed tOr class the principle o,f self­
~tcrmination would be easy of appliQll.tiott, But unfor­
tunately the devolution of power ~is to be in favour of 
Hindus, Mahom edans, Sikoo, non-Brahmins, Christian" 
E~l'opeans, land-holders and indeed a number of. other 
bodies of ~n, all of whom are clamo~ing for 'separate 
representation. While I am writing t~is' I find the 
Hindus of the Punja.b and the rural population of Madra 
busy in the as "ertion of their~ claims to special rep~senta­
tion. That communal repre entatien · js based ~mutual 
distrust, that it is sub'ersive of the very essence ot r pon-

t sible government and tl}1l.t it will ~perpetuate class a. d 
sectarian divisions cannot b!l <disputed. That ,it may 
p{oduce discord in self-governing .' institutions and in the 
end defeat the very object for ~ich they were blought 
into existence' is a contingency which ought not to be 
i~no~d, The I&.o-British Association is the most formid. 

- C I' 
tl.ble opponent of constitutional reform. It has t.i.;~en non-

. 'Brahmans under its protection i it would be no exa.ggeration 
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~o say it has brought them into exi tcnce. The, 
r son is obvious. The very fact that communal rep -
entation is lavoured by the Association ouO'ht to put us 

on our guard. The newly formed alliaIlCe between., the 
political leaders of the Hindus and the Mo lem is a 
matter which should afford ratificatmn to all thOile 
interested in the progr s of lndi , but at it was th~ result 
of a bargain its stability dep nd a. good deal on the 
dispositi~n of the partie to·continu the bar'-'ain. And as­
ro this, the bureaucracy will not b Jow in making what 
capital they can out of it. They h ve done 0 before and 
it they lido it again ft will be on the same plea.-the 
waUare of the country. StronO' dforts ha.ve just been 
made; whic~ were almo h t!ccessful, to hold the an 801 
Moslem League lAeetinO' at some place other than that 
where the Congress IS to meet. The dissolution of the 
~ewly formed partnership will undoubtedly afford relie"t to 
om~ i~-disposed persons. The evidence of recent events is 

certa.inly in vour of the view tha.t the r~atillns between 
the two comtnunities are now more amicable than before, 
but i not much of it due Ito political wi -pulling, apart 
frQm hjch, our exp.orience tell Uil, there i a good deal of 
lee- ay to make up in the everyda affairs of life, political, 
ocial and material; a.nd not onlY as regards Hindus and 

Mahomedans, but as relJlLrds otber also who will have an' 
active intere t in thi selI-governing institution of the 
future. • 

A'hother rock we hav to steer clear from is the grow­
ing ten!ency that is so much in ev; e tee these days of . . 
allowin,g political animositie to l'un riot. hen people 
come to think for themselv£:s it, is but natural that the~ 
should be a difference oft opinion ; hence a clt;avage was. 

t 
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,inevita.ble amongst the leaders of public opinion and there 
is £lothing to compla.in of in the fa.ct that the younger 
generation should be more adva~d in thtir views and 
hould de ire to' ~ove fa ter than those who are older a.nd 

more con ervative in their ideas. Engla.nd has been 
nurtured and has ~briven under th~ party s~stem and tb 
existenc of political part' sin Iodia i taken as evidence 
that it i at la t awa -ening from her slumber of ages and 
to. so £at' a similated western. ideas of Governm'tnt th t 
the splitting up into groups c£ the i1ltcUigentia hit 
followed a a natul'a~ sequence. But it should be borne 
in mind that ther are two strictly lefined arfe .already 
in existence, th one omposed of the bureaucr cy £orti­
ned with power and pre tfge and opposed to p 'ogre s, 
specially when it affect what they cc1hsicrur are their 

vested" rights, and the otber of tWe nationalil:>t , to use a 
geOf~ral term with rof renee to" those who desire to be re'" 
leased from official leading strings and to work Ollt their 
political salvaition. To ,enabJe these to c!ope with reac­
tionaries demands on their part indomitable ourage and 
pere v rance, aid above all I hat they should present a 
solid phalan and not emasculate them~e\:ves with internal 
jealousie and dissen i~n and needle s bickerings. nd 
if a difference of opinion is unavoidable it need not lead 
-to the exhibition of a spifit of i~toletance and oh, bitter­
ne s of feelinO' which render cd-~pell"tion impvssible. But 
wh 'n this descend to abuse a\)d vituperation and mis­
representation and when considera\.ion of agt!, expe~ience 
a.nd past service are flouted !.IJld ignored and the l' orst di 
motives are '-imputed it make one ltpprehensiv of the 
f'*ture of India. Politic,l riva.lries must be taken into 
account bU,t not at the expens\' of what is profer and 
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decent and conducive to the intel'est of the coun'ry, A, 
wave of extremism has pas ed over the land and 
captured the' ima.gination of the younger O'eneration, A 
crrea.t responsibility rests on the leaders r1 to carry. out 
their propaganda as to avoid the impartinO' of a distorted 
idea of the po tical condition of India aIId th., means by 
w'hich salvation can be obtained . rCha proO're sive ·party in 
EO'ypt and in Turkey had th~ir day of triumph, but the 
aaqu91 h,.s been other thatt what had been anticipated~ 
Extremism, unless kept in check rna sow the seed, e peci­
ally in untutored and inexperienc minds, of the war, t 
~f all isea e. the te'ndency to look for relief to revolu­
tionary methods, than which' no O'f tel' disaster can befall 
& CO!1Dtry, as is emphasized t;r th past hi tory of En p 
~nd the dart dee s which in these days have brought about 
the downfall of certai~ countrie and degraded them· to 

'position beyond the pale of c ivilization, • 

• 

• 

• 
• • 

• 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE RACIAL PROBLEM. 
~ G 

The- authors of the .Reforms Report deprecate the 
discussion of the racial question as calculated to inOl'ease 
"he existing bitterness between the English and Jndiane, 
and the hope is expl'e sed that in course of time their 
relations, which are c<\osidel'ably strained af present, will 
be appreciably impl'o'Ved. But 1'ccent events in the 
Punjab have accentuatul the "Worst featul'e~ of this pro~ 
blesr., and as it involves is~es the most momentoas in 
connection with British rule in India. ~ndt, the future 
welfate of this country, it needs to 1fu faced boldly instea.d 
of b~ing qUletly ignored. To theet the pressing demand­
for constitutional reform English statesmen have fo.&lllu ~ 
lated a scheme hereby India:n Ministers win have certain 
functions t-o discharge. Sir Michrel O'Dwyat says EUl'oj 
peans will be aVflrse to servin8t under them, than which 
there can be no more barefaced assertion of racial)pre­
judice. English officials in the PunjaB have .been ~cused 
of conduct that has a;~used universal indignation, 'fmt 
they are members of a nati~n that.has "given incontestable ' 
evidence of the possession of high, id~als b. acts of) cons­
piCtious self-sacrifice a.nd devotion to the cause of huma­
nity. The discl05ul'es before the l))isorders Inquiry Com~ 
mittee' demonstra~e that raQial feeling was largely acoO 
countaMe fIJi' the cam aiaon of fri htfulness. When an 
Iq!1ian politician goes so far as 0 express t e view that 
he would like to dispense ~ith the bureaueracy in India, 

• 
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though he knows that such a step i lJOt de irable in th, 
iriterest of the country, it only indicate he is so fed, up 
with the rac 1 airs put on by some of this clas that he 
would be glad to be rid of them at an ~o t. Go where 
we will the racial question obtrude it elf and rs not 
altoO'ether a que tion of co]our. Ai; any bi'" railway 
tation will be found a dark .A.n",lo-Indian wh~ on th 
trength of an nglish name and an Engli h crarb, trea 

lhdian far removed front hi~ elf in CO]OI r, in cultu 
nd in l'e pectability, with the utmp t contumel a.nd thi 

because he fancies he i a. mem" r of the ruling race, 
. qui tl)' ignot\ng the fA-ct that he i paid off in his own 
coin by one who is a few shade . irer than himse]f and 
wh<1 again is looked upon as· curiosity by the real I..uro­
pean. Mu~h of the alleo-ed disaffection a cribed to IndIans 
would disappear if th's racial tluestion could be ·solved. 

, 'fhere are indication that the proce of solution wil~ oon 
commence and oredit for thi larO'e1y due to Mr. 
10ntagu. • .... 

India, fore the dawn of hi tory, was convul ed by 
the operations of race. T Aryans after their migration 
to tfli country evoJved the caste system in their anxiety 
r~ t'te preservation of their ralie and culture, and to Itt 

large extent they did succeed. And what is the non-
I Bt·ahmaI!. question" of S9uth India but the revolt of Itt large 

com~unity, stampep wltli the badO'e of inferiority,' against 
the domination of a ha.ndful of foreigners? The diE.tinc­
tio~ between Aryan aAd non-Ar an was never 10 t sight 

• of al!d racial antaaooni m is still at vo,.k, and is e:tdenced 
by ~he rigidity (,f the caste system frooP whlch even 
Indian Christians are not fre). As we go further n<qth 

ing laxity owing lo the racial 

• 
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intermixture, which was llnavoidable by reason of the 
'Ar;an immigrants being forced to form alliances with the 
abOriginal inhabitantii owing to the pauc'.ty of their 
own women. "Silt as betwee he English a.nd the 
bulk 'of the Indian of Upper India there should be DO 

racial antagonism as they are of the same flryan stock. 
The otlaer day in discus inO' with an American lady the 
race problem in America, which is accentuated there by 
the presence of the undesirable .NeO'ro, I asked "hy th~ 
India.ns from the eo. t were treated differently to the 
Negro ? he replied' "!lore we not members of the sam 
race 7" Not long ago, oy a judicialedecision "Of on of th . 
American courts the Jndian 'were placed in th category 
of «,!nite men." And in En~land also there is an absence 
of 'facial feeling which ' accounts for so"ma!y Enali h 
women marryino. Indian, and fet there can be no 
question of this feelina beina m"o t pronounced in Iudia.. 

'!'hat the English when they first came to India \""\Iere 
destitllte of an racial feeling i evidenced b1 their ha.ving 
freely fraternised with the indiO'enous inhab' ants. l).'h6 

mixed popuJatiolb bear eloquelft testimony to this fact, 
for it i by no means entirely the outcome of aI\ i~licit 
intercour e. But it is a CuriOll problem that racial fe~]~(p 
is mo t pronounced in t~e Eurasian, who by reason of 8 

:Cew drops of European blood in hi ~ veifls entirely ignores 
his Indian origin. He treats with ~ontempt those C with 
whQ,JD. he is most akin, aml to spEt8-k freely any Indian 
language i repuoonant to him. (Lord Bryce writing in 
"The american 0I'IOmonwealth" abo~t' . the growth of" 
race cotlscioumess among the N agroes of the U nita<\- States 
draw attention to the "growing sen e of race solid&rity 
an~ a perception that insteati of eeking favours from the 

( ( 
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white or trying to cliolJ' to their skirt the Negro must 
go' hi ~wn way, make his own society, try to tand on his' 
own feet, in e confidence that the more he 'uccoeds III 

doinlJ' this, the more respected he will l>~ Thi feeling 
<If race coo cion nes has in mo t case inclnded an now 
more and rno includes the people of mixed blood ... that 
racial consciousness to which"[ have al~'eady ref . 'cd has 
. een dl'a.winO' all ections of tte African ra.ce toO'ether, 
d! po inO' the liO'htel'-colou\~ed, hlce they can get no neare, 
to the, hites, to identify them elve with the mas of 
tho e who belong to their own to!!k." Just tb rver e 
is the e of the mixed. population in India, In pite of 
. lights and a:ffronts the mo t poin~d they cliog to the 
natiQllality of their EnO'li h 'ogenitor though the e have 
played but mi or part in brioO'ing them ioto xi te1fce. 
The advertisement in. the newspaper, "none but ' ~ pure 

• European need apply" tells. it own tale. 
Jt is uot that the Eura ia.n; or Anglo-Indian to ive 

him lii new arne, has become colour-blind, but he is 
merely worl Iy wi e. He finds the European a a mem­
ber of the rwinO' race dominate over the IlJdi 0, 

who' delegated to a position 0 inferiJr a not to per­
mit .toy mutua.l illtercoul'se, and he imalJ'ine it is his 
pr:l'ogative to act in a similar rr nnel', The l'acial ques-

~ tioo then resolve i* elf filially oot into one of colour but 
to t~ relations that xist between the rulinO' rac a.nd a. 
ubject race, or as it i s;metimes put a conquering and a. 

ClOn oered ra.ce. But" India reall cone uered b • the 
oEnlJ']i ? We look in vain for any battles by w ' h thi 
re ult a achieved, The merchant, ad~enturlrs w came 
out td India. so utilised their opportuDltie at a timo when 
it was torn with internal. di ~nsions that by hil'ing thtlir , • 
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troops which were mostly Indian to one or other of the 
.. contending powers or factions they were rewarde with 

sl oos of the subjugated country. To staq; with, they 
administered tftese for and on alf of the donors till 
thes&, by reason of their misrule, having gone tho way of 
all flesh, the enterprising foreigner were l~t in the full 
enjoym~nt of the~ reward, I take it that a beneficent 
Providence had intended" England to e the instru­
~ent for introducing peaoa aI\d order and good gover~­
ment in India, so that in the fulne s of time it coJtd work 

l
out its political salvltiiion, But it was never intended 
that the aliens should aIfpropriate to. them eh:es th~ statu 
and privilege of con uerors and reduce tl'le indi enou~ 
population to their present s~bordinate position as h wer& 
of (ood and drawers of water. • 

In 0 acting the English have b en true to the'r tradi­
tion. The de 'il'e for dominaticm and the spirit of exclu- . 
siveJ.ess have ever been most pronounced in their 9wn 
little island, T~ mas es there were originally [10 better than 
serfs in the feudal B.Q'e ,and it took centurie for them to' , 
emerge from their thraldom and to secure their freedom 
and the political riO'hts they t'now enjoy. And eVEg in 
these demooratic day there is a broad nne of dem~l't!-"tion 
dividing the ari tocl'acy 1rom the rest of the population. 
A great gulf intervenes between the professional cIa sand 
the tradesmen, never mind how .w~althy and culturerl th 
latter may be. There i an artifi~al 'meanin attached to 
the ~ord "gentlemen, ' to enter wh\ph class i the amb~ion 
of tho who have boeu made to feel what it is to Q,! 'out 
of it. f Prac~ica]\l, social di tinctions provoke almp t 
similar sentiment to tho e aroused by racial f~e'lings, 
Hc!rein the English diffei' froil the oriental nations. 
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'l'h Mahomedans came to Iodi" as conquerors, but 
they created 00 racial animosity. They were religiou 
enthusiasts, wIlo were de irous of bringinO' thtl whole 
world to the feet of the prophet of . islam. They 

• received large accession to their oommunity partlye by 
forcible measu~s but mainly by proclaiming the political 
quality of man . d and by fl' el, frate;nisinO' w' h the 

conquered peopl . Go to any roo que on a Friday and 
yoq will nd hiah and low, ,·jch !Lnd poor.standinO' ide by. 
ide engaged in their devotions. Go to n EnO'li b 

church and it will be enouah for the • clergyman to jump 
off his julpit ·to find . a clerk trying to occupy a eat 
u 'ually reserved for those hiO'D in o~e. And if an Indian 

hri tian ventured to do th there would be a total 
co lla.p e of t~ se~ce. In India official position realllli. 8 

the oaia.l position of man. The on of a trade n if 
I ooet into the Civil Servic will ignore the existence of 
the on of a O'entleman who happens to hold an in£e ior 
po itiori in so~ other department and whos nod of racoO'­
nition at ho~ used to give him comfort for a. whole week. 

The eagerness with whic~ ome Enooli hmen have been 
makin! papital out of the co. te yetem i~ India is ome­
what ahlueing. To serve a political end, tha.t of hamper­
inO' ~on titutional reform, the Europ an A ociation in India. 
nd the Indo- British A ociation in England have started a 
ampai n again t the JJ~'ahmans of outh India . • Only 

the other day the EoO'lish Civil Surgeon of Amrit !l'r, 
O'ivin evidence before ~he Disorders Inquiry Committee, 

ted t.hat he was a democrat and that he con 'dered 
weew just as good as a Brahm n, ~ut i~ the bject 

had been followed up and he had been asked whether 
the Brahman was as O'Qjd ~ an Englishman I wond~r 

• 
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wha.t the a.nswer would have been. And yet this offic r 
• is not an Indian hater. I met him only once 'and 

<furiously enough it was at dinner at th house of an 
India.n gentllVU,an, who is n enjoying the Kino" 
hosfJitality, being one of the victims of the crnsad 
sta.rted in the Punjab again t politi a.l agitator. 
The Ji.ngli h ca.:te-haters have start a. new cast in 
India, and that is the ;uling caste j lch is as much 
~distinguished by the dl!aire to be dominant ancJ..,exclu ~ve 
as are the Brahman in South India. These havl assum d 
cel'tain privileges in that part of India, but the Engli h 
as ert many privileges In all parts.of India,. T~y claim 
the exclu ive right hold· certain appoi~tment • not liy 
rea on of any special iitnes ,but a rulers of th copntry, . 
aJ1(( this in the face of repeated assur nceJf.,that the dis­
abilities of Jnilians have been elltir y removed. he law 
professes to make no distiIllt!tion between one mllou an~ 
an8ther, but Briti h born subject have special courts fitted 
up for their obenefit. Where an Indiall1 has 1.."'illed a 
European he has been hanged forlit, but whele a European 
cau es the death of an Indian it ha u ua11y been found 
that the latte/has beeu suffe:ing from an enlarged leen. 
I had the privelge of being fined Rs. 200 for I avin"" 
defamed a medical offil!'er who had stat d in a post mo}teut 
repol·t that a punkah cooly who had been killed by ::... 
European soldier and had dieq.' had been sufferil15 from 
do~blo pneumonia. My offence conSI ted in allowing a 
Editor of a journal a. correspond'l .. t to expre s his sU1pri 
that A. man ufferino from double pnenmonia It houl 
ha.ve teen ~le to' pull a barrack room punkah, w~icb wa 
by no mea.ns a light performa.nce. The India.n clerAYman 
of' a N ol'th Indi .. station often o~ciate for the Chaplain 

t 
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11 his ~b ence, but his dauoohter have been refu ed 
.omis ion in the parish school which receIves a grant-in­
aid from Govotnment. A Europ a.n O'oe to & station anJ 
call on the Europea.ns .but leav out the I 'ans, though 
orne of them are hoJdinO' hiO'h :l.ppointment. An Indfan 

official O'oes to At new tation and he InU t ay his 1'0 I ecttl 
• to the European Bicial who ld m return hi ca.u' In 

the early day of riti h rule an Indian made a salaam to 
a Europe n a a token of. r p'ect nd !it em. Nowa, . 
day, certainly 0 far as th educated clas !\fe on-
cerned, the e feetinO' 901' vel'y Ulue • ali a discount, Th 
a~am hM therefore co to jO'oify th reco~nition that 

the one i the' ioferio1' of the oth " and the number of 
EUl'opoo.ns and Ano-Io-Indian h).vin .. al 0 incrca ed it i 
usua.lly omittfl, a. dis 1'e ented by the latter. The Pllnj 
<Ii order brouooht this olft in broad relief, for opportlVlit 

as taken of the martial bw to decree that Indian 
"riding on animals or in wheeled conveyances will aJi'~ 
and those car",ing open and l'a1 U umbr 11& shall lowel' 
them", and p~p1e were actuall f1o:-rcPed for olllit ing to 
make a alaam. It i needle to O'ive any further ilIu trn.­
tions, ~ it is a matter of O'eneral eomplalnt that when­
{lver thl Engli hman comes into contaet with the Indiall 
he i made to reaJise the inferiority of hi po ition, 
~ In all fairness it should be admitted that a. certaill 
<lla S 0 Indians by th ir peculiar ha.bits have arous il and 
-encouraged the contempJiUous tl'oatmeut that is no.w 
impart\a.Uy meted out n" tho whole community, Unlot'­
tl1bat ly India was for many ..:onturi 'l the happy hutting 
ground cI. foreign invaders, with thb ~nseql4Once that a 
kind of 'servility has become iober nt in a large body of 

'men. Those who possessoo pO'wer and patronage wer 
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flattered or a cringing attitude was adopted towards them. 
To be the exclusive recipients of favour it was essential t<> 

eep others out of it, and the most effectivt method was to 
indLllge in .~lesale slander. he Englishman comes to 
In~ia with an open mind. He is at first puzzled with the. 
behaviour of some Indians with whom he comes into 

IJ 

cont84t, but at last he upderstabds what hey are aiming at, • 
with the result that he begins to enterta.in a contempt for 

• Indian cha.racter. By livf'og i2 this atmospher h is unable 
to recognise the fact that there are a <rood many self­
pecting Indians, but-that they keep at a 1'e pectful distance 
from him. There can ~e no question thl\.t a ~ood 1 of t!le 
racial feeling is d~ to the action of . ycophants and 
toadies. But the most iOtent cause is the prid&1of the­
'Bfiglishman that he is a member of the !'ulint race. It is 
cmiq,us that the people of a mocratic countl)' like 
En~land should turn out suclr veritable autocrats, but 
wA inevitable when according to the tradition of thEl' 
sel' ice each Iiember believed he was a. ropreseutative of 
th overeign. All power was centred in im. H' was 
the privilege not only to cop,trol th administration bllt 
to shape the' policy to be pursued. But in his ~xicty 
fol' the efficiency of thc administratioir he has been 'educed 
to the position of a ~acbine and ha no inclination to 
cultivate any good relations with the people or to evinc~ 
any ~mpathy with the advanceF view that are iii' vOO'U J 
,t present and which would undermine h' a.uthority. He 
h~ peculiar ideas as to his mi " ion in India, wi~ the 
1'6 lilt that he has been weighed a.nd has 00&0 fou d 
wl\.nttng. '0 ' 

But English statesmen have passed a verdict that the 
people a.re to have a. respohsibltf.shal'e in the administration 

( ( 
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Q£ the country and Mr. Montagu in language that 
is both clear and emphatic has stated that gradually th~ 
Oivil Service 'n India. must be reduced to a position 
analogous to the Civil Service in England .• :it mean ~he 

,practical dethronement of its members from the proud and 
exclusive po itl.>n of rulers. What tb,e effect of tllis 
will be on the govel'Umeht of ¥he country is a q tion 
quite apart, but of thi there can be no doubt that it will 
in the el,'fl re ult in the oultivltion of better relation, • 
between tie English and Indians, With the repre entativ s 
of the people in partnership as ruler I and a large numb l' 

of India.n holdMlg high .1I.icial positions th temptation to 
a: ume the aU! of an autocrat w' I have gone. There 
will b a breach ill the citadel f the ruling caste. Eng­
Ii hman will texothe Civil Service with no preconceiv d 
notions that they 'll have to discharge semi-tega.] 

nction , but ju t as tho e itl other departments to ~r­
form. certain cJutie fOl' which they will receiv Jan 
a.dequa~ remooel·ation. Social intercour is not ab 0-

lutely es enti for the pl'Omotion of better relations, though 
even in this respect their wil~ be a considfjI'80ble advance. 
Educa 01) is gradually instillinO' in the minds of Indians 
110 sen e of self-respect, and once a Englishman begins to 
respect an Indian the spirit of exclusiveness and re erve 
on his part will gradually disa.ppear and be replaced by a 
feeling of comrade hip alld sympathy. Let the idel. that 
"we belong to the rutin$ caste and must keep up our 
prestige" be weakened a~ it will be followed by a chang 
i the . attitude and demeanour of Europeans towa.rd 
Indians, d this will react on the grea st Inslian-liater , 
the Arlglo-Indian, who will not be ashamed as th r 
are now of their mixed p&rIntag . 
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In6ft series of at,ti Ie contribute~ ome month ago to 
the columns of t il Lf! ftdl'r on the pr sent situatiQn, with 

• l!lpecial reference to thl Pu~ab di turbances, tappeaJed 
to the people of England to decide whether the Jisclosure~ 
contained therein, ch wn entirely from official source , 
reIlected any cr dit on a Cbristie.n natictn, wh' h pride 
it elf and rightly, n its culture, its Justice and it 
humanity, The London 1'4!nes responds to this appea1 by 
th; tatement that 'the points ,that ha.e b:en rai d a.r 
wort~ly of llttention, for it is I1bquestionable that the 
COUl'se of events in the Pun ab last sprinO' ha stirl'e~ 
de~r resentment in the minds of the Indian iuteUegfMttia.' 
Since then anlnuthentic . account culled frO& officiaf lip of 
the sequence of events is available to tltta public. It 
abounds in inc 'dent and episodes of such a nature thrut 
it 'Will startle and I venture to say will shock t~ con" 
Ficience of the people of England, At";t.ny rate, it'\ rra.nt 
my askincr a further qt.estion, whether frightfulness i a 
recognized process of government amongst ci vilized natior:sa ., 
and i~ it is reckoned a. proper ipcentive to loyalt~ In a 
previous article of tbe present s~ri~s, I have tried to 
elucidate the cau e of the prevai ing discontent in ·India 
and M demonstrate tha.t the charge of disloyalty liIrouglit 
again rt the" educ~ted c1a.sses ha.s no real basis, in so far 
that with rare exceptions no desire has been expressed for 
a.~ immediate or remote st!para 'on from England, The 

• 
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"" ve of extremism that i passing over the country O'oell 
no further than a desire to obtain for India e]f-governin~ 
institutioJl!l utller the regi of the British Crown. If, 
however, this country is to be O"overned on. .principles and 
method of which the Punjab has recently afforded some 
notable sampl and whil!h have be n unblushingly 
'cknowledg d by the authoribie concerned, I sa')" with 
confidence that the loyalty of tho peopl will soon b 
t ndermin~, and for this theore pbnsibility will re t on the 
"'ent. otJ:Sriti h rule in India. 

The Disorder Inquir Commij;'e j ngaO"ed in in-
ye tigati g certain 'specified matter and a reO'ards tho e 
I 'have n9 de ire to fOJ'e tall their dooision, but the que -
tioD DOW under di Cll . ion is b!Jyond their purview, for it 
i out ide th r prJvince to formulate the method on whi~h 
India should be O"ove ned. While on the on tland 

naolish statesmen are willin~ to set India on her f et on 
1 e p~th of self-govemment and have obtained for he~ a 

pla.ce in the Le bue of Nations, on the othel hand certain 
official in thi~ country, with the view of keeping it in 
ubjection, are resorting to ea ures of whiyh th English 

nation' anf! indeed the whole world should be a.pprised, AO 

as li9, M able to expre s an opinion whether they a.re in 
con ~nance with the instincts of ~a civilized and humane 
'overnment. Since the above line were written English 
lublic 'opinion has decl: ad it elf, and in no hesia..ting 

rlhs. The Manche8~er. Guardian says, 'the shooting at \ 
Amriusar is as though mad man had been let loose to 
JlI:&S8aC},',1 at larO'e.' The Time8 draws 'attention tb the 
profound.,impression made througholl toe cou~try by the 
disclosures of what happened at Amritsar' and says, 'the 
publio baa been shocked y t.le occurrences and at the 
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delay in publishing facts.' The DfJily Netol1 under the 
~ading of 'Frightfulnes' states: 'One of the most 
ahocking features of t.he whole affair is its <:tncealment for 
eigpt month ' The attituue the Labour orgal) Daily 
Herald, is sufficiently indicated by its heading Imperial 
Atrocities. The /Vew8 say : iThe 'impressitn created mu t 
be ren1\)ved at all costs, it our credit and honour are not to 
be fatally impaired.' The BtOlr says 'it is the da.rkest 

"stain on the British rule ill India' and the Wf tmin&ter 
Gazette asks 'for tpe recall of General Dyer and if he i 
not condemned by the "nation he will be condemned by Lhe 
world.' • Cl • 

It may bere be emi ed that India's 10 alty during 
th~ European war has he4b recognized in the mO!t ful­
some terms by the English nation andtleve by its repre­
sentaltives in this country. Pu~ab carried wa.y the 
honours by its numerous actlvities a.nd by Rending mOl'1! 
thin half the troops which were despatched from the 
whole of Indilll to the various centres of th6' strugg,e. Its 
devotion to the British Crown and the Bri~sh cause wa ' 
loudly proclairved by its rulel( even to the length of givin oo 

o!ence by making an invidious distinction be w~n toe 
achievements of the variou provinces. It was hetd llP as 
a model to the rest of :india, for special efforts had been 
made to preserve it from the ~ontamination of polit~cal· 
ag~ta~ors from outside, the entry, of some of whorii in the 
Punjab was officially forbidden or th corruption by 
means of seditious literature, which was freely prosdribed, 
to the extent of excluding certain journals hict , hav~ 
la.rget\lircuhtion ~n other parts of India. But thltl did not 
secure its immunity from the tension of feeling which 
prevailed allover the coun'try anongst the educated classes. 

( 
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The Announcement of August 191'1 brought some mitiga­
tion, for the unrest was replaced by an eager expectation 1 

of a peedy fruj ion of the constitutional reforms that ha& 
been promised, Suddenly there was a. c9ange in the 
political atmosphel'e of Ind La due to the agita.tIOn respect~bg 

t the Row]att Act and the unfortunate and ill-advised foist­
in<p on it of pas~ive resi tance, Disturbadce more 0' less 
serious broke out in severa! providces and wel'e put down 
by the Government by a re or~ to phy ical force and at , 
t he'l)xpeoo of several live ~n each of the pla.ce con­
cerned, Order wa everywhere 1'e tored in the course of 

~ 

a. day or two and even at Amrit 311', ~hich was the cene 
t • • of, some eplorable outra.ges, these were committed a.t the 

very start and there was no rep tition of them after the 
doters )were ,q isp 'ed by the" military, The execut' e 
authorities in' Calcutta, lJombay and Delhi took no retalia­
tory or retributive measureS &Lnd the excitement very soon 
subsided, thanks to the tact and judgment of the lo~al 

:rovemor , B~t in ~he Punjab martial law was proclaimed 
and wa contil1)ued for over six week under such conditions I 
that they have furnished a foundation £01' a chargo being 
formuljloted against the exec tive and milih!.ry authorities 
of indu~ibg in a campaign of sheer 'frightfulness,' 

J.t is but natural that every Government should be 
lea-Ious to maintain its credit and reputation by 
prompt1x contradicting Ol'Y' explaining anything wrongly 
stated 01' insinuated tell i detriment, No exception eed 
therefore be taken to' the Indian Government freely 
availing itself of this privilege, But not a siJ1gle 
as er~io'n~made by me in the first series of rticles has peen 
disputed 8I>y the Gover~ment for t' '" r ason; which is 
recognized by the-London 'Pimea, hat I had relied entirelYJ 
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on materials that were either official or drawn from Anglo-
C Indian journals. In dealing further with the Punjab 

alfaira I propose to follow the same lines(~nd to discard 
all private infq.rl)lation. In the proce dinO's of the last 
sesl.bns of the LeO'i lative Cou~l there is a good deal of 
material available in the admissions haji have been 
official}y made and the Government cannot complain if 
on certain points their §ilence is to be construed into 
<consent. Where categorocal uestions have beon put and 
no an wer has been vouchsafed on the O'roun that ' it 
wonld be detriment!!';l to the public interests, they cannot 
escape the ordinary pr sumption t at if giv~n it would be­
unfavourable to the~. And the same would app(ly where 
the matte~ is disposed of b,. an evasive reply. In certain 
in«tances the statements of official w~iDes~~s bef~~e the 
InquV"Y Committee have made Ub1 for the reticence of 
Government, beside supplyi{}g a vast amount of informa­
tio'! relatinO' to the disturbances in the Punjab. By: 
fortuitous co bination of circumstances thg executive find 
themselves placed in a very favourable pC(fition. Lord 
Hunter had allowed under certain restrictions both the 
Government aDd the p ~ople to, be represented by counsel 

fJ 

with the result that both side were able at DeIhl tp elicit 
facts of the utmost imfD rtance for arrivinO' at the fr.·uth 
and thus the subject matter of inquiry was thoroughly 
sifte<\,. But in the Punjab the <Congress eub-com..;nittee,· 
which is advocating the causl':i 0 the people, decided 
practically to boycott the Inquiry Committee, as the 
Gov/lIInment refused to allow the political leaders, now 
undergoing imprL'onment, to be present at the 'loquiry. 
The 'requeJt wa.s reasonable on the face of it ~nd there 
vere severa.l precedents to~upport it. I t is, therefore, to. 

" 
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be regretted the Government was unable to accede to it. 
It i difficult to understand it a.ttitude or of those at 
who e instan e the extreme step wa adopted to all 
the enquiry to proceed ex parte so fa.r a. th people 
a.re concerrled, for a fine opportunity ha I been 10 for 
elicitinO' important points in their favour. At all ev ots, 
the Governme~t is a O'ainer thereby, for 't i ' abl to put 
forward in full force it. uvidedce without a.ny ri k of it, 
breaking down under a. severe cr -examination, 

. I h no d sil'e to mint mise the olltl'aQ"e committed 
by the people, and I admit that those to ~ hom th O'uilt 
can fair~ be prought ,home are fieservinO' of the most 
oondign punishment, I again reiterate tha.t the fositing 
of passive resistance on to theJ)ogitat!on in respect to the 
Rowratt A<;j w a. great b~der. I still hold the 'ew 
that the very fact tha.t ~he political leaders of Lahor and 
Imritsar were not able t9 control the rowdy element 
which committed excesses proves tha.t they miscalcul ted 
the 'e:IIect of . as ooiating the masses in c;their political 
propaganda, ,and so far they cannot be acquitted of blame. 
I admit the position of a foreign Governtuent, i except­
ional and delicate, owing M the fa.ilure toeunderstand Lhe 
peopl and their temperament, and that it is entitled 
to eatflr allowance for lunder t a y committed 
by it. I recognize that in a moment of panic rea.son 

• su-;en~ers Its sway and ltassion are aroused and ac~s are 
oommitted which under· other circumstances would be 
crupulously avoided as outraging the sense of decency and 

aropriety, I would ag~in empha ize the fact thit, in 
fOrming an estimate of Engli h charact and condu.t and 
their ca~aeity to govern a. country ith tact, ' justice and 
humanity, we oug t not to overlook the evidenoe furnishod 

• • • 
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by Calcutta, Bombay and Delhi wher a situation similar 
c:.o that of the Punjab was dealt with in a. manner entitled 
to'llvoke the utmo t admiration and respect.l\, Ma.king all 
these allowanc s and takinO' into account the e various 
cons1Jerations no" fair-mind d pe n ca.n help arriving a.t 
the conclusion that the disclosure now heiuO' made before 
the Inq iry Comm ttee do in no wa.y redoun to the credit 
of the Enooli h nation add that they are of such a nature 
that th yare calculated bo deal a. evere hlow to the 
loyalty of th people. In the dark day of th ' Indian 
mutiny wa i ued tbe proclamatio1\ transferring the 
government of India frbm the Ea. t India.. Company to 
the Crown an!i in it we fInd the O'raciou wordl of the 
Queen who then reigned ov§r England: t In the pros­
perr.y of the people will b our trength, iD thiir content­
ment "our security a.nd in their gr itude our best reward. 
And may the God of all Powe.t<,grant to u and to those 
in tuthority under u treoooth to c rry out the e our 
wish s for th ooood of our people.' 'fhose who are 
engaoed in carrying out the e wishe at !'he pre ent 
moment hug the belief that strenooth lies in the u e of 
bomb and machine gun on a 'defencele rabbi, a ~ome­
what curious method of promoting the prosperity.nf th 
people. To ruthle sly t rrot·j e over them with a call'hus 
disregard to their feelings i scarcely calculated to make 
them \.Iontented and by inflicting Ilegradinoo indioonitj.es the 
most sanguine cannot expect to elic~t their gratitude. If 
then the people are neither conterfted nor grateful where 
lies t~e security of British l"Ule in 'India ? 

The political ~tuation in India is somewhat lud'icroUB~ 
A civiiized nation is engaged in the self-imposed' task of 
g'lverning a country in reQPeCt to which the idea is in • , 
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general way entertained that it i peopled by heathen 
and avage, A comfortable a Ul'anc i ch ri,hed tt t 
it has firmly establi hed its pre tiO' a the most cultured 
and humane nation in the world, for ha' 1t not jnve' hed 
at odd times against the savagery and atrocitie of other 
nations, uch a the Turk, the Bela ia,ll and th fre ent­
day Hun' 7 Has it not sh its blood and a.lmo t 
exhausted its re ouree in chalPpioning the ca.u e of truth 
a'nd ju ice and pl'otectinO' the riO'hts of those \vho ran tlie 
risk of being swallowed up by their powerful and un-
8crupulous nejghbours. to who e reed and rapMity there 
'was n:limit? I it not busy at the pre ent mom nt in 
devising a cheme for tartin,g the people over whom it is . \ rulinO' on the atb of elf!govel'Oment? For the elf. 
same peop e to questi<¥l whether their rulers are bankrupb 

• of public morality, justice l\:nd humanity i indeed a bitter 
irony of fate, And yet this question is either on th lips 
of ev.ery edu ated Indian or if the terrors of the Defence 
of India Ac prevent a vocal utterance, it i

O 
being revolved 

by him in hiS mind, And the strictures of the Enali h 
pres will encourage thei~ depr ciatory ttitude towardfol 
thos Who had the recent . handling of Punjab a.ffair in 
tr.-eir hand though they cannot t be impressed with the 
fairmindedness a.nd justice of the British na.tion in having 
no sc.uple as to cond mninO' i repre entatives in J ndia 
for their recent a.ch' vetnents in the art of govelnment. 
My fa.ith was by 0 mea.ns misplaced, • 

Some months ago· I wrote that the man most to be 
pitied' then was Sir Michael O'Dwyei- To-day I should 
say tht men most to be pitied ar Lord HlAlter :nd Mr. 
Justice Rankin. The Pre id t of t.he Disorders Inq~y 
ComlPittee when he adbepted this p08ition jwl probably 

• 



o 
{l (' 

POLITICAL PBOBLUS. 

hazy notion of the Punjab, and most likely had ne~er 
hord of Gujranwala., Kasur or even of Amritsar. Recently 
the Morning Poat of England, after printmg a cable 
recopnting 80m bill fighting on ~ North-West Frontier 
near Maughi, wrote in an editorial note: 'The opera.­
tions described ab e occurred in a mountamous district 
in the province of Rajputa a, to the sauth-ea t of Jodhpur.' 
If the editor of olle of t'w leading journals in England 
<rouJd betray such blis fuJ iO'&ol·ance. surely it 1l'Pu1d he 
excusable on the part .of Lord Hunter if he had put down 
the Punjab as a city or e,) lake in Central India. As to the 
matter to be inquired into what could be a~ easie task? 
The Punjab had enJ yed the inestimable blessiDO' of 
maJt,ialla.w, for so it is 100k~J upon by' those who hail the 
privilege of administering it, hence to his highly tra.ined 
legal ~mind there could only be certain fixed iseue in 
resR~ct to which a decision ;as caned for. These wer~ 
specified by the'letter of appointment, and be ide" h.e had 
former precedents to guide him. But Lord Hunter could 
never for a moment have imagined that he would be in­
flicted by the e erience he iii!! now undergoing, tha.t of 
sittil,) O' day after day to hear que tions put to Engli~~men 
which impugned th ir 'lptions of sanity, morality, ju ~ice 
and humanity. And the e were put not by individuals 
hostile to the witne ses but by his colleagues in the Com- • 
mittee ~over which he wa presic.ing4; To a high-minded 
Englishman nothing could be more gallin~. e:nd yet his 
spirit of fairness and impartialitj cannot prevent these 
questioens being PU-t, for they naturally ari e from' fact~ 
which ~~e be<:ng elicited and in respect to the . cl:aracter 
of ,,;Which he prefers at this stage to be silent. Mr. Justice 
Rankin, though equally judtcial-I4inded, could not reitrain 

, r 
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himself and blurted out his timation of the nature of 
oIDe of the incidents and epi ode that are being depo 

to in the que :on he put to General Dyer, the bero 0 

tbe JaUianwala Bagh sla~r, wheth j.n the firing 0 

the c:'owd there 'wa nof a re ort to what is called fr ht­
fulne 7' 

Thi was not an isolated ca e of friO'htfulne for as 
the jnquiry proceeded fre h inst n~ were forthcominO' of 
ac.ts do e and order pas ed ~y Briti h officials whicb. 
la r on made it impera.tive for a.n Indemnit Act to be 
passed. It will no do~bt protect ~erta.in individuals from 
person:.l liabiJoity, but <ioes the matter end there 7 What 
about the effect of a campaiO'n of . re ponsible frightful­
ne s <In the people of the p . njab? What about the loss 
of Englis cha: acter and prestige on which re ts ' the 
foundation of it rul in India 7 Those at present-at the 

• helm of affairs in tbis country are in a way on their trial 
for. having permitted the commission of misdeeds,- and 
thereIore ca ot fairly aoswer or be eXp3cted to answe 
these que ti ns, apart from the fact tLat the superior i 
most unwilling to give away his subordinate, how~veIt 
mue ~ may disapprove ~£ hi conduct~ Those actually 
concEl\-ned in these misdeeds I take no account of. Their 
ta~k i over, arid thougS an Inde nity Act has b en passed 

, it is with certain re ervation which are somewha.t incon­
veni t and risky. In self-defence they must theref e pI ad 
that these deeds were done in good faith and in the full 
a surance that the p uliar circumstances of the occa ion 

.called for them. And to empha ize this the a rtion is 
s · COD dently made that they w Illd 0 the sa e thing 
over again. Whether tbis i likely tl) erv~ tha intere ts 
of the British Raj, a w periinently asked by one of -the 

• • 
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Commissioners, is evidently a question of secondary im­
Eortance, as also whether it redound!; to the credit of 'tbe 
English nation, totally ignorinO' the wi eIJictum that it 
is righteou n~Q which exaltMb. a nation: J u ic and 
hutaanity form the basis of English rule in India, and the 
day a suspicion ois aroused as to the ab .. ence of these 
chara06eristics this rule . will receive its death blow. A 
mora.l decadence is found to sap the stren~tb of the rulers 

.I'nd to undermine the igh <ideal of their stateiWanship. 
Not long ago Lord Morley, philo opher and statesman, in 
writing to Lord Mint I then Viccroy of lndia, put the 
question, 'what are we in India -for,' anti went on t? 
answer it by the a ertion, 'urely in order to implant 
slowly, pr)ldently, judiciall those ideas of justic law, 
humanity' which are the foundations 0 'our Ihwn civili a­
tion.' 'fhe gospel offorce has had ts day, and those who 
seek to revive it can at best enjoy a success tha~ will be 
terfiporary. Lord Roberts, the apostle of fprce, ha stated 
that 'howeve efficient and well equipped the army of 
India may be, were it indeed absolute perfectlon and were 
its numbers considerably more than they are at present, 
our greatest strength must ei'er re t in the fum has of a 
united and contented India.' But w have in Innia 'at 
pre ent General Dyer, tli~ hero of the Jal1ianwala traQ'6 y. 
who says, 'the one thing is force.' The M0'1I.c/tcater 
Gua1'd;;an has dubbed him a mad]Dan and his forceful act 
have been described as 'atrocities.' Mr. Mont gu says he 
was kept in the dark about them. nd tha.t they are 'pro­
foundl/ disturbinO'.' .J 

The. 1'imef. befdie the full tale of woe was disclotJed pad 
commented on the indignation aroused by the action of the 
eXi1Cutive in reference to th3 Pqpjab disturbances. That 
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indignation now that detail are being publi hed 
dey loped into a deep and burninO' re ntment. Eve 
moderate In an journal are commentioa' on the 
'brutalities' and 'atrocitie' that weI' per etrated noj in 
one instance, but repeatedly. Ju t below the ditorial note 
io which the e • pI' ssions occur i aoo)her note d alinO' 

, with orne ob ervation mll.Cle hy ir Michael Sa5ler at 
the meetina' he has b en addre inoo on Indian affairs in 
EngJan In thi note i qdoted· a rem rk mad by him,· 
the iron of which is obviou. ' rvice for India at thi 
moment w ',says ir Miohael, 'in speoial way a ervice 
Ii9 the w8r1d. India wa the te tinoo place of Britain. It 
wa ' in India that the temper of tAlo e who went forth 
from his country revAaled th real pow r of the in ~u­
tion undel'l whi~h we live.' It would be intere ting to 
know what he think 0 the temper displayed by c t&in 

ngli hmen in the P-unjab, for in all fairnes English en 
in 0 er p rt of India should be e eluded and ev n tho e 
in the' Punja not dir ctly concerned. it furni he a 
curious corom ntary on the institutions of Enalo.nd. for it 
would appear as if a pra~tical illu tratjpn was being 
afford d f the principles, t '00 tis 19h; and that. it 
is a ca -e of the survival of the (itt st and stron est. Mr. 
Montagu rebuked Lord ydenham for slandering the 

teducated clas es by the statemellt that they were more or 
] s e tious, and here we . hllVe Col. Johnson, the t:J:artial • law administrator in Lahore, stating with reference 
to the Lahore oolleges,' which are the nursery of the 
iltktligentia of the Punjab that 'there was 0 tnuch 
sedition be found in them that i w:S a matter t>f in­
difference if his treatment of the students made these 
young men imbibe lit bitter ha!red towards the Briti8~ 

. . -----.--~----~ 
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Government for the rest of their lives, for nothing that he 
aid cOLlld make them worse.' Col. O'Brien, deputy com­
mi sioner of Gujranwala, when asked a1n>ut a . certain 
order that it would by reason fits beinO' humiliating 
create re entment and bitterness, stated 'the bitterne s 
was already exi~ing and bis order woulcb not add much 
to it.' It is pertinent t9 inquir if the policy embodied 
herein finds acoeptance with the English nation, And 

ragain, while Col. John on &dmitted thl1 truff, of _the 
suO'gestion made by Lord Hunter that in a large popula.­
tion tbere mu t have J>een many citizens who were not 
dispo ed to di order and were quite willing' to o~y orders, 
therefore the duty evolved on him not to issue orders 
'caleulated to permanently lienate the people or pu~ them 
out of sympathy witb the administrati ,h!,t he added, 
",ve ""ere makinO' example of eople who were doina 
wr nO',' Seemin,gly it mattered littl to him if the who~ 
cofmtry became dis {fected so long a th d~sire to J'etal­
iate for the ong done by a few was O'rati8ed even at tbe 
expense of the innocent suffering along ith the guilty, 
Major Dal'berfY' the officer in charae of the aeroplane 
which fir d on tbe people eat Gujranwala a.~ a:Jjacent 
village, admitted that innocent people were ado to 
suff r with the O'uilt as he 'had no time to make any 
di crimination, but looked to the mora.l effeot,' and th 

amElI> it may be presumed w,a his object in firing on 
crowd that were running away 0; on group of per ons 
who may have been innocent ight- 'eer, It would be 
into esting to know if he was riabtly interpretinO' iPe 
sentiltnent (I of e nation whom he was repres~nting in 
India, And we find General Dyer stating that he was 
\ldoing a. jolly lot of good<! by c.firing on a crowd of persons 
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v it is not alleged were committing a. breach of the 
peaCe without asking them to disperse and who we~ # 

running away, or hi object was 'to strike terror not only 
on the immediate crowd but all througlll the Punja.b.' 
General Dyer wa not singula.r in view he expre ed, tor 
there were ot~rs who also preached l'iJ.d praoti ad the 
go pel of terrori m, Mr. M::'t, n, ub-divisional ~fficer 
at Kasur, admitted that school boys a.gainst whom no 
compla.i had be 0 made "ere ~oO'ged a.s a. 'preventive-
measure and to 'trike terror,' and that the arne was the 
object of erecting a. caffold at the .Kasur railway t tioo. 
Tpi is aJi vert well. 11ut the point which call for con-
ideration is whether a method of Government on the e 

lines i aa.lculated to cement d: O'ood feeling between·~he 
ruler and t e r d and whether it will stimulate the 
loya.lty of the people 0 India to the English natio ? 

.d fa.ith in the Eng sh na.tion and entertained no doubt 
a to. the response which would be O'iven, for even EnO'h h­
men in'India. tough officials and though l§arvin cr in the 
Punjab a.re nwilling to signify their approva.l of this 
incident, in pite of the f: et that it h9{l received the 
ancti8n of their late chie, ir Michael O'Dwyer, Mr. 

Kitchir!, the commissioner of the divi ion in which 
Amrit ar is situated, when asked y one of the member 
£ the Committee whether he a.pproved of the Jallianwala. 

affair, frankly replied he would rather not answ th 
q1:le tion, And Mr, Ir;in lT , when que tion d if the firing 
on the crowd without king it to disperse was to strike 
t8tror, did not re,pudiate this, but stated he coula not 
say wha was in General Dyer's miliil hen .he 0 ered 
the soldier's to fire, ae if he W8.! most anxious to dis ociate 
himself from the militarr hero. The strain put on tIre 

• • 
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• loyal of the people of India was great, but I feel con-
.,vinced tha.t Eng lSli attnesmanshlp will rise equal to the 
occasion and by an empha.tic condemnatio of the policy 
of frightfulntse, which for a lme reigned rampant in the 
Punjab, will restore their confidence in 8riti h justice' 
and humanity .• 
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CHAPTER I. 
• • ... 

• THE RET[cENCE OF A TR:i:NUOUS GOVERNMENT . 
• The disclo ure in conn ction with the Jallia. • m sacra, while they have hooked the En ali h consoience, 

ve. a.t th same time arous a rtatul'll.l curiosity how an • 
incident this kind could have for so many months been 
ncce fully uppre ed. Mr. Mon gu ba repudia.ted 

a.ny kno edO'e' except 'he bare outlines, from whioh it 
follow that even the Viceroy had not been apprized, at 
least o~cially, of the details. ir Miohael O'Dwyer i in 
the country and an solve th~ mystery, for there we1-e 
other episodes, preanan WIth serious con quence, ver 

ich a veil has e ally been thrown. Whether th 
tra<lrdinary retrcence on the part of a strenuous Oovetlh. 

ment was due io a pure accident will be ident from iii 

brief survey 0 certain material that is now vajJable. We 
have seen that the agitation with reference to the Rowl tt 
A.ct ledlto.a series of di ord rs in variou pa.rts of India. 
A.hmedllba.d may be put out of this category as local cau 
were a.t work there. Full' publi ty was given by the 
vovernments of Calcutta, Bombay and Delhi to the 
measur adopted to put down the disorders, nor w any 
ttempt made to stifle ar distort them. No embargo was 

laid on the ' movements 0 the people inside or outside the 
i$ted area. The military helped the civil a.uthOirities 
in quellinO' the riots a.nd a few b/'1S re 1 st in . each 
instance, but there the matter ended. There was no 
imposition of mart.ial Ia.~ not prosecution was starteft. 

~ 

, 
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against the leaders of public opinion a.nd the whole affair 
, subsided after the prominent inhabitants were seriously 

~'emonstrated with and were warned tha~ severe action 
would be tak~p.unless the fo~ies being committed by au 
irfdsponsible mob were stopped. 

But the Pun/ja.b, the most loyal of pr9vinces, wa a.t a. 
moment's notice proclaimed to be in open rebellion, and 
martialla.w was imposed~ It now appears from the official 

. evidence given before tJ4e Disorders Inquiry Committee 
tha.t the civil authorities, prior to the Governor- neral in. 
Council sanctioning the application of ~artiallaw, had 
quietly surrendered a portion of tite Punja.b to th~ military, 
who engaged in thl\) task of administration according to. 
the?l' sweet will, of which 'lJl'e have seen and shall see some 
fifie samples. So far as the outside puhlic 'IT' s concerned 
the />n1y in£orlbation vouchsafed Iv a benign Government 
was that Lahore, Amritsar and so e adjacent cities wer. . 
iIt open rebellion and that all the resources of ci'lrilization 
were being ~quisitioned to quell the outbreak. It would 
be natural to presume that a martial ()race like the 
Punjabees must have played considerable havoc on those 
they were fighting against', but the total nUIIlber of 
casualties they were responsible for .was seven Europeans 
killed and one Euro{f'dan lady severely assaulted. I f the 

\ 

C. I. D., instead of fooling a ou to, .entangle innocent., 
Veo e... jar ima inaIJ" crimes, ha.d tried to spo~ the in­
dividuals who committed the outirage on this lady they 
would have won the eternal grat(tude of the p()ople of the 
Punj.1b. But stay, I am forgetting an Englishman was . ~ 
wouD1ed m LalDre who should be added to the list of 
ca.sualties. ( It was stated by the Oivil and' Military 
Gazette that he had receired a. knock on the head which , 
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ad to be bandaged, and wa takeu to a hotel wh r he 
was 'an object of interest to European vi itor, This he. ' 
certainly de er d to be, for he wa in the thick of the 
fiaht in Anarkali Bazar and had not been Ql~le ted by th 
rioter, but, say the ame journal, he had been truck y 
a.' policeman b, mistake, The wonder is not that this 
policema.n had his wit wool g the~ina , but that in a frenz 
of panio the officials generally dld not run amok tl'ikioO' 
their heads against each oth , A!lyhow, fl111 and elabol'at 
details 0 he foul deeds committed by the reh 1 w l' 

published by means of official conynuniques ~nd b th 
Anglo-In~ian pre S j blit what about the action of th 
officials, civil and military, in ' up e sing th o-called 
l'ebelli\1?? 'Let u fir t get n Indemnity Act pa ed,' 
seems to hav be the idea witt which they were obses"ed, 
'and then you will hea.r ome details, at lea.st so far a you 
'V'e able to extract tliem from us,' But evidently they 
had !;ot calculated on flUoh a contingenoy a a commis on 
being appoint to investiO'ate their valor s deeds and 
the rea on vthich prompted their committal, 11.0(1 they 
would have scouted the idea if anyone had ugg ted it, 
that tlley the mightly rulers·of the land, mIght be heckled 
and badgered and reduced to a state of utter imbecility ( 
by lndians sitting as commi sion 's and prying into the 
leasons why a particuln.r thing wa done or a belief was 
entertaiDed, as if in those memorable days there w any 
necessity for the existence of a reason for doinO' anyi/hing 
or believin~ in anythin . Col. O'Brien, deputy com mis-
\.Qner of Gujranwala, havinO' stat~d that the unre wa 

due to 'some outside organisa.tion' nd\) bein$ unr 1 to 
give an/rea.son at last admitted 'it is only my a. surr. Ition' 
adding pathetically, II never eXPJoted to be cross-exa.l. .ine<f.' 
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For the policy of secrecy that wa adopted from the 
Ooutset, Sir M.ichael O'Dwyer is responsible. On the 10th 

April 1919 there was a. di turbance in A rpritsar in the 
course of which ~ome dasta.r~ outrages were committed 
by'" city ruffians. The rioters were dispersed and 
write the Oivil and Mi/.itary Gazette :-'In the' 
evening news ~as received that order had been 
restored.' That same eve'nin a so-ca d kot took place 
in Lahore. It i stat d in an official co munique 'that a. 
mob of city riff-raffs and students were procee from 
the city to the Mall and on it refusal to abandon its 
progress was dispersed (under the Qrder of the magi trate 
by musket fire.' ~ a matter of fact it . as dIscovered 
afte-\=.wards that five rounds \ilf ball cartridO'es were issued 
to "'he police by roi take.< Anyhow itl is admitted no 
viole ce of any kind was used by the mob ~fore or after 
that. Th Civil and Military GazeMe said : :The effect 
of the :fire and the appearance of the cavalry was to finally 
disperse the r,·oter, and by p. m. the !;ity wa .q1iiet. 
A..fter tltat no furtheT distu rbance occwrred.' And yet the 
very ne t morning, nothing objectionable having taken 
place during th niO'ht at Lah re, Arnritsar or anYifhere­
else io the Punjab, Sir Michael 0' Dwyer issued the 
following order: 'Wheflba there are reasonable ground. for 
believing that the publisher are about to publish in their 
news~ per accounts of 01' with reference to the disturbances 
which have taken place in Lahore and Amritsar and 
whereas the publication of suoh ,connts is likely to be 
prejudicial to the public safety, therefore the local Govern­
ment erohibits tb, publication of such accounts or of an'y 
criticism uftless these have been submitted for p~ensor­
sLip to the press adviser ~ Government.' Martial law 
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declared a few days later and one of the orders passed 
byethe military CQmmander at Lahore WaG to the /feet : 
'By virtue of the powers ve ted in me I have l!rohibit d 
the i Bue of third or intermediate clas . tickets at all 

pilway station in the Lahore civil cornman , exc pt 0 

'n the co. e of s vant travelling with their European 
m ter or othors in the mploy of the Go~ernment.· To 
revent people from taking the· train from adj c nt 

&tati~)Q the prohibition w ext nd d to the e by th • 
General cer CommandinO'. Even fir t and second cIa 6 

Indian pa.s enO'er could not travel w~thout a permit and 
this as ral'elwy O'ran d. Rai Bahadur Gopal Da 
Dhandarj, an official witness befol'e th Committee, tOoted 
be took.no interest in politic and a there was danger . to 
hi house bejpO' rot he hat taken his family lr~ 
Amritsar to Vlobore. A ermit to retu rn was refu ed im 
tiU he appealed to Co .. B yley, the Lieutenant-Governor's 
private ecrtlt&ry. At Amritsar, Mr. Irvine, tho d p Y 
eommlSS'lOner, ted: (No one wa allowsd to travel 
without a permit' and he po. sed on the ra pon ibility lor 
this to the military authoritie. At Gujranwala, Layallpor 
and W irl}bad Major C. J . . Smith reig ed a martial 
law admini trato!, and he admit the 'educated cIa sas were 
Dot permitted to travel in h' area, in order to prevent infec­
tjpn'-not or plague or cholera, but of politic, they being 
, uspicio characters.' In Kasur not only were the, 
people prohibited from· leavin t7 the town but those who 
had left werE! ordered to ret rn. Some who failed to do 
!lO, ost likely becau e they never heard of the order,.had 
their hou s broken into, their clo hes rot and ~eir 
earthcnware broken, all this by way of 'reprisa'i', says the 
yalliant Commander, Capt .• Dove-Jon. The net result 0 
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this was that neither through the pres nor throng 
jrivate individuals was it possible to get a.ny news 
what was transpiring in the area. credit d with beio.,. 
infected, for a strict censor h' was I exercised on corre ­
pc/Mence pa ~i~g throuO'h the post. Both the Engli h • 
dailies of L:l.hor h d to suspend their issue and one of 
them, tho Pl,,~jabee, ha cea ed to eXl t. With th 
Indian pre s ,uppl'es ed" and vel'y devise adopted 
prevent news from leaki 0' out, it wa all the more incum­
'bent on the Government, by means of officia ominu­
niques, as also for the EnO'lish press, to keep the public 
apprised of the progre~s of event~. How. far thi duty 
was di charged i ~vident from the fact that a i clo \H'e 
i npw being made by officv,..l witnesses of incidents and 
epi:Jodes which ha.ve arous'. d the indiO'llQbion of the world 
a.nd which con bituted one of th reasons .J.by a cert 'n 
proportion of the Indian population ,efu cd to take part 
incthe peace celebrations. • 

Let us st~tt first with Amritsar. Grapb,ic details were 
given of the outbl'eak there and of the exce se committed 
by the mob,as also of the measures adopted to put down the 
riot and for tube protection n£ the Europeans. cBlft .wha 
a.bout the reprisal on the inhabitants by which both th 
innocent and the gqt1ty were made to uffer and in th 
course of which cruelty wa red ced to a fine art? Wha~ 
abou~ th humiliatioO' indignitie to which t~y were 
subjected? What about the tra~edy of tb Jallian~la. 
BaO'h ? What about the fl.ogO'in whi~h wer ltdministered 
at l'lNldom? All this was ab olutely uppre !-led. Rumoirs 
wer~afl.oat that "some fearful things had occurred, but 
beyond tbat the outside world knew nothtng. One 
~obardhan Da who had fohe t1merity to make some dis-
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d08ures, and as wa. to be e p cted ha.d on the basis of 
.1lt;XlOnr made some incorrect taternents, was promptly 
arre ted, tried by the Defence of India Act and enten 
to a 10nO' ter of imprisonment. It i not deni d that 
terrori m of a. flagrant nature wa mp yed; it w uld 

, have been futile to do so in the face of the bct that are 
being licit d by the Hunt r Committ o. .en l' ) Dyer 
admit he had revo)v d in hi m ·Ild the doing of orne· 
thinO' that would trike the imaooina.tion of the wbole of 
the P . b, but beyond it wa t~e furth r idea 0 to co 
down the people that they would ha.ve neither the h art nor 
the energy left to make any di cl ur of the sul'ferioO' 
/lnd th indignities to which they ha.d been ubjected. Col. 
0' Brien before he tal·ted in the eli oHarge of his nmiable 
duties asked the Chief a.; ecreta· to the Governm nt t tsee 
that his act" os :ere leO'alised if done in O'ood fa.ith'. Mr. 
Thompson replied 'it ould be all right i£ he u ed COt mOD 
·eu.'e'. We hall see ow that was used. And while thi 
ter r~sm wa in progress any kind of publicity was to be 
·trenuou lypr ented. And the order of"Sir MfchooIO'Dwyer, 

J>raCtically suppre ing the Indian press, served I;hi pur-
pose. British officials are w being char a- d with 'bruta. 
titie ' and 'atrocities', and with conduct that is called 
'infamous'. Btlt for this order a d the policy of reticence 
adopted by the Government and the Anglo.Indian pre 

• . uch charges would never have been heard of, for English 
opinion would at once.have nipped in the bud the c tinu­
ance of a wourse of conduct which drew from Mr. Justice 
Rankin the remark th it was suggestive of 'frightful-

. , , 
This'was said with specia.l reference to the Jalli wala. 

incident as regard which Mr. Andrews, so well.known for 

• 
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the services he has rendered to the Empire, states after a 
visit to Amritsar, that 'the m8,$sacre of Glencoe in 
1Vlglish history is no greater blot on the rair fame of' my 
country than the massacre at Amrit ar, I alfi not speak­
ing.,from idle .rumour. I ha.q.. gone into every ing] 
detail with all the care and thoroughnes that a personal . 
investigation couk! comma.nd and it rermins to me aD 

unspeakable disgrace-in fensib ,unpardonable, inexcn.­
able.' 'I.'he detail will be dealt with later on. At presen~ 
the poi t most relevant is tlhe length to w 'ch th 
reticence of a t renuolls Gov rnment was carrie in this 
in tance. An official c<XIlmunique, dated 14th April, 1917, 
states 'that at Amritso.r all meetin~ wer p1-ohibited, bn~ 

in spite of this pro ibition on wa announced to take 
pIa e in the afternoon. bout 6,000 geopI attended. 
This meeting, held in defiance of the law, was .Jispersed by 
a Dfd.ll fOl'ce of Indian troops cO&'i tiner of de achmtlntl 
of th 29th Gurkas, the 54 Sikhs 'nd the 59th Sind­
Riles. The calmaltie8 ~oere keavy, but quiet has si.nce 
prevailed in th city and it is expected tlfd.t shopS will 
open on the 15th.' How very illuminating this account 
is! If in dispe iner a crowa the death had been caused 
of a dozen persons it may well have been described By the 
expression 'the easualtie ,were heavy' but it conveyed to 
no one the idea that from four Jive hundred pJU:S0D8 had 
been done to death as is now officially admitted, though 
certain Indian leaders from outsid, who are ar;dvoca­
ting the cause of the people, ha;e on the strength of 
inquiries made by them personall~tra.ced out no · less than 
580 persons who were killed and as to the wounded th~ 
were aoout MOO to number. But the authorities (had no 
preci'se knowledge of the casualtie as they were absolutely 

C! { ( 
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jndHferent about the ma.tter, and it was months later 
when there was 800 outcry by the pubJi for mformati 
that they began to in titute inquiri '. Mr. Th()mpson 
Chief Secretary to h Punjab o,-ernrl! nt, stated. 0 

the 13th September at 3. mee ing or th Imperial Le",i 
lative Council hat the tota.l numb r of c ultie atnollot 
to 291, though he admitt d th t probably 'we hall neve 
know th exact number of . r QD who met their deat 
m' the ' O'arde.' Bllt :Mr. Burto!,!. d puty commi ioner 
of Amritsar, stated befo e the Hudt r ommittee a. couple 
f monsths J,.ter tha~ so fa.r 4111 death had b D traced 

out. As persons frOID 1000' di taoc ~ u ua.Ily attend the 
Baisakhi fai r which wa b "nO' held on the dar. thi • incident occurr , it i obv u how difficult it . to 
make out a; complete r t of the killed and wounded and 
this Mr. Burton ad itted. The Civil ancl 1J1ilitary (Jazette 

• at first stfl,ted that there were keavy ca8'Ualtie8 amon ~he 
mOb,.'8ev~raliunrlretl8 being killed and io~ur d.' This was 
in a later issue toned down to the a ertioD that 'the troops 
fired causing 8evere caBlIaltiea.' And it i a very significant 
fact J;hat in the pamphlet F bli hed by it, ntitled, 'PuDj"b 
Disturb~nces-com piled from the Oivil and Military Gazette' \ 
its own v~rsio; of theJallianwala; aO'h incident are entirely 
eliminated. 1'he As ociated Pre which is under a. contract 
to i!U9ply news relating to the whole of India. was silent on 
the subject of the ualties, though it had a specill agent 
t Lahooo. Perhap tjle pre-ceosorship of Sir MiChael ' 

O'Dwyer was responsil,fe for thi . Though in the ?eat of 
the moment he had iO'nified by wirll his approval to I 
Genera.~ Dyer of the latter's action, possilfty wh~n fully 
apprised of the details he arrived at the conclusion tbatJ,be 
less j known about it to'the "ublie the bet.ter. 

• • 
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, Martial law bas been described 9.S the negation of. p.l~ 
]tw. It vests the military commander with full and absolute 
discretion to do anything or order anything }fe likes, and 
it i always unlierstood tha.t. he ould act with ordinary 
common sense. But mart ial law in' tho Punjab was di -, 
tingui, hed by two'special features. Certaiil things were 
done with the ex res t he would serve as 
object lessons an the doel glories in t ' e deeds and say 
lie would repeat them ovel' again. But the ~ct ill 

iew was defeated by <these achievements being either 
ept a profound sec~t Ol' by their signifiance being 
reatly minimised. This is a matter in respect tb which 

Sir Michrel O'Dwyel' ~ill perhaps vouchsafe some explana-
tiOl~' to an inquisitive wOf~d. For it v,. impossibte to 
understand the attempt made to su ress the r allianwalla 
inci nt. t w; certainly not due to Gener 1 Dyer, 
for he frankly admits having done certain aots anele 

gives us the r ason why he did them. He wanted tdPdo 
somethin oo 'str~n"'" and he wanted to do this ~o that ~from 
a military point ' of view it would make a ~ide impres­
sion throughoU! the Punjab.: Hence the Jallia wala, 
sla.ughter. But no sooner the deed is done teo joot 
IS e eated by every effoltl; being put fOl:wartl to suppre 
it a if there was no General Dyer and no massacrs. 
And the same is the fate of what ill known as the crawlin~ • 
incidebt, the details of which mer~t separate treatment. 
Thi again General Dyer admit had its hil·t~ after a 
good ,deal of 'searching' ot his uJnd. Why then should 
it have been t;rca.t~d as an abortion instead or a happ 
eveD~ frOr ilie delectation of tbe world? But as ~'matter 
o( fach it was months after the evont tha.t this product 
p£ his mind was introdu~ed ttl the world with many 

~ __________ t_______ . 
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apologies. The 'public 1 hing' were administered by 
ltini 'to 'make a good impt'e ion.' Why th moral depravity . 
of this world hould not ha.ve benefited by this good impre 
ion i a problem which mu t be exerci ing hi activ an 

prolific mind? But: a perverse Governm n!i was read to 
fly at a per on' throat if even a sugcye ·tion w road that 
Bogging was re ot·ted to by the marti~ law authoriti s, 
wherea it now turns out that al over the inf cted 
it ~as inflicted jndi criminaJ;ely . • 

A ega-rds Lahore we hall 0 la.ter on that in pitre 
()f j4, being the headquarter of G vernment, {l'om which 
fact 't v;a. nabural to ppo e a cerbin amount of re ·traint 
would be e 'ercised, there wa . on tbe part or the martia. 
law =1Jlthoritie!! a deliberate an total di r ard o{ th live ' 
a.nd t e.r.tJ of ..Indiana nd 0 eir ordinary 1'1 hts 
as free citIzens. Pu~licity was given to the martial law 

.{)rde by their pI; lication in the Civil and M", ita",y 
()~(Jtll', but how these order had been worked the 0 ide 
world knew othillg till months later, a!i\d the people in 
th Punjab -knew of it I t of a ll. 0 riO'orou ly w 
censor hip bdng applied that anyone city iu tbA infected 
area 'c\' not know what w transpirinl'l'i it neiO'hbour­
hood. For a ts which on the face of it are mo t extra.­
ordinary the excuse casually puh£orward is that they were 

a intended to" have a moral effect. If so, then why keep 
dark he e various achievement as if th Y were dark deeds 
tbat could Dot beat the light of day? Flo'" nO' a a. 
puni hm nt, says Col. t ohn on, the marliallaw administra­
iior at Lahore, has four virtue attached to it. It i 
'eR ential' it is 'deterrent' it is "'ondu~'ve to 'health' and • 'its va.lue i grea.t.' Then why not ha.ve g ' en publicity 
to each case as it occuved, .so that the moral e ect 

~ ____________ L-__ ~ _______ ) ________ ~~ __________ ~ 
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may not be lost to the world r Why should the 
incident now admitted by him have been kept a secret' that 

prie t and some others belonging to a. IIfarriage party 
were arrested and flogO'ed b~se t ey were more than 
te~ in numbel'&'? What a fine advertisement this would • 
have been of Briti h ju tice and humanity? Why was 
Capt, Doveton, -the military commandel at Kasur, not 
allowed to tickle the :ancy of a frivolous world by the 
announcement that he w foJlowing in the footstep~ of 
liis predece sor, King Solomon, and to quote as a mple of 
his wisdom that he had 'brdered three of the biggest boys 
in a school to be sent' over to hi,m to b~ wbip~ d, nob 
becau 'le they had don anyt!1ing wrong, but as an exampfe 
to the rest of the boys, tha~ he had ordered persoD.~ com­
mit4;fng a breach of the Raifway Act to g to a goods shed 
and load and unload bale . and \Q other wJrk, tha.t he 
had n~ade a. large number o~ persons lillb the ground with. 
thei; forehead and thought 'there was nothing humiliating 
a.bout it' or 'thit it was an infliction,' and t~t he beiieved 
he was entitled to vary the monotony of his wOl'k with a 
little entertainment and so he made quite a number of 
'middle aged meti skip 20 times without a break.' ,Wkether 
he - showed them how to do it is not recorded, but perhaps 
he did: And why shoul Col. O'Brien,· a:puty commis­
sioner of Gujranwala, have been deprived of the glory_ 
Que to him for teaching Indians the elements of ~vilihy 

~y ordering them, at the risk of b~ing floggen, to alight 
from wheeled conveyances, and ,to close their \lmbrellas . 
!when passing a European officer? There seems to h~v 

een a keen comp~ition in the memora.ble days of maftial 
aw between \ho e administering it as to who coull invenb 
th~ largest number of fan~y o~ences and fancy punish-
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ments. But why need we labour the point a.ny further 
Wh~t we are ooncerned with a.t present is the fact that fOl' 
so many mo~th8 a veil has been thrown Ovtlr these 
brilliant achievements by an 'over-strenuous and at the 
same time over-sensitive Government. B~t if the nfost 
<brilliant admi~strator' the Punjab has been ble ed with 
bad had his way, the present exposure would never have 
taken place; and now that it ha taken place all that the 
A~glo-Indian journals can say alo>out the Jallianwala affaiJ' 
is fairl represented by the comments of tb .Englishman: 
'The kindest, surest, most reasonab~e action as regardH the 
Punjab Js to. forget. • Nothing will be gained by going 
I1ersistently into a. matter that. exhibits neither side at it!! 
best.' <I This neither aide at .ita beat is certainly w.ch ! 
The Pioneer wit out admitting that the authorities "ere 
guilty of any derelictirJl of duty. pleads that the am,pesty 
fIlowed to political flenders should be extended to the 
authorities; 80 keen' is it to vindicate British honour nd 
Justice. Thei>~ are seemingly articles which~i,n the present 
degenerate days posseElS no value. The Europe n Associa­
tion, apprehensive of the verdict of the commissioner, 
cries :&-an.ticaUy enough 'LEJ!; the Hunter· Commission be 
dissolved.' Truly from every point of view a new lustre 
has been shed by Punjab officials tln British rule in India. . . 

• 
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CHAPTER II . f 

• • 
IS POLITICAL AGITATION A CRIME' 

.I , , , 

India has now ani"ed at a stage wherein it has a. 
chance of working out its own salva.tion, for the founda.. 
tion has been laid for t,he·acqltil'ement in course of time of 
complete self'governIXl,tlot. How has this ~tage been 
reached? If the anSIVer be given by Indians affording 
evidence of having qualified thel'liselves fOr une1e taking 
the new responsibilit"J, it will fa.ll short of the truth. F~r 
it ~t..s been their bitter exlferience that howeveT qll3,lified 
they ha.ve been to di charge certain tu'ncti ns or to fill 

• certlf:n positions 'and in spite of prtfuse pr.omises Eolemnly 
made that there was no limit to tlleir ambitions, theit 
ac~ievements in this direction have nat been very "eon· 
spicuous. Matever success cart be placedfto their credit 
has been due to , their persi tent agitation in season and 
out of season a~d in the face of calumny and official dis­
pleasure. The immediate cau~e of the grant @£ ~ertain. 
privileges Ot' the removal of certain disabiJi,ties has always 
been of agitat ion. Be it said to the 'Credit of the 
English nation that though they have been at times uno. 
symp thetic and somewhat irresponsive they hav~readily 
recognized that agitation within" certain bounds was 
legitimate and preferable by £ l' to the in-prooding of 
griod.nce to which no outward expression was given. .In 
the P.erofl'llS R port, for which MI'. Mon.tagu:'t,nd Lord 
Chelmsford are jointly respon ible, the genesis and 
progress of political agibtiollcin India are carefully, and 
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jm.pa.thetical1y traced, and approval is accorded to it 
-culmination in the union for political purposes I)f the tw 
main communi'ties, Hindu and Mahomedan. And any re-

• maining doubts are dispersed by the gracio words in the 
King Emperor's Proclamation-'I have watched with un!er­
standing and sy pathy the growing des 're of my Indian 
people for representative institutions. StartinO' from small 
beginnings this ambition, has stea~ily strengthened its hold 
upon t intellige ce of the' country. It has pursued its. 
Cour e along constitutional channels with sincerity and 
-courage. It h~s survived the discre~it which at time!!! and 
in places ~awless men :ought to cast upon it by act of 
violence committed under the n~me otpatriotism.' 

Tli"e English nstitution 0\ '· s its origin to the awa' en­
ing of the p~ple to po~itical consciousness and to theil' 
~rsistent agitation tliat the methods of govern ent 
Should 'be adapted to the necessities of an age of progress. 
And\ Indians htve done no more than copy perhaps a little 
too slavishly English political m thods. Toeir mintls and 
ideas have expanded by western education and western 
cultur~ ; they have aspired ~ western inst;¥utions and a.re 
striving to obtain them by the orthodox western methods 
of political agi£\.tion. By the sid of intellectual progress 
we find aCC'entuated the desire fot· the commercial develop­
ment of the country, and in other respects there is 
evidence of a new Ilational life. That on the -whole 
English stjotesmen are in sympathy with this newawak.en­
ing it would be ungenerc!us on our part to deny. Why 
tIren, it will be asked, is the qUEdion rut, 'Is political 
.agitatioif a crime'? It is beca.use thel'e is. indu~itable 
evidence tbat very recently in the Punjab political agitation .' 
\has been trea.ted as if ~t w re a crime and political 
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• agitators ha.ve .been dealt with as worse than ordinary orinV-
.na1s. The indulgence in a campa.ign of fl'iihtfulness may 

be put down to the frenzy prodMid by unrbasoning panic; 
b~t the atte!npt to stifle political life wa.s as deliberate 
as it has far-reaching conseqpences. If successful' 
it will strangld the progress of a nat~n, but if this 
object is not achieved-- it will recoil on those responsible 
.for initiating a pol icy 0 .£orei~n to the instincts of the 

"British nation, a.nd wiD expose them to the b\t hatred 
of the people sought., to be victimised. It is therefore 
necessary to deal wi~h this question in some detail and 1 ,I I> C 

trust I shall do so fairly and' dispassionately. . 
What are the br~a.d £a~ts? There were some distur­

b¥ce~ in the Punjab wtich in some places were unfor­
tunately attended by deplorable outrages. There wpre' 
simPlar disorders in other parts of todia though of not so 
!'ei,ious a nature. f n the Punjab alone was martial 10.;' 
proclaimed. It dea.lt with two cla ses of offenders . . '!'here 
were those w60 'Were actually engaged in tte perpetration 
of outrages and breaches of the law ranging from the 
all~ed wagin of war agaiilst the all-powerful J3ritish 
Government by means of bamboo sticks to riding a high 
horse without dismount;ing or not 'lowerin~' an umbrella in 
the presence of a white face or semi-white face or not 
tendering it with body dOuble bent a respectful obeisa.nce~ 
The ~nishments ranged from deat11. to b inll flogged on 
the open road or being white-washed with lilVe and then 
let loose; to recitin et the formull 'we repent, we repent' 
till :~ch time as Mr. Bosworth Smith's proposed hou a· of 
repeIftance,with

t 
of course the requisite stool, "'d.S ready 

tOil occupation or writing an autobiography on t.he 
ground with the no e; tJ! ind~ing a poem on the trying • • • 
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magistrate or in the case of fat and laid die aged persons to 
Ilrtjpping twenty times, so a to afford free ent.ertainment 
to a jaded official. Where so many opprobrious evithetfl 
are being free y used it may perhaps be excusable to 
remark that the behaviour of some of the officials in th 
Punjab was more like that of the inmate of Bedlam. 
CQuntry declare to be in opeo rtlbellion, tragic event 0 

sorts being ena.cted in various par\ , and here we have th 
mighty rulers of the land inqulgi!)g in the most extra­
ordinary; ntics and more especial1y in their treatment 
of men they stigmatized as politicaltaO'itator . 

These were ~he othe\i class of offenders. There wa.s 
no overt :ct of ·violence brough~ home. to them. Amrltsar 
was the scene of. the worst qptrage and we have '/tIr. 
Irvine: the depui,y commissidher, stating before ~e 
Hunter Comthittee tha~# 'he di . not think that any of the 
leaders intended thinO' to en in vio ence. As regards 
t actual rioters they consisted of the lower orders of tJ1f' 
eity ·· and in~luded Kashmeri Mahomed,ns, Hindus, 
Khatris, etc. They were led by hooliO'ans. Whatever 
the leaders may have thouO'ht the e hooligans had qui 
dilfere t intentions. The di9like of the moo was shown 
on persons and property belonging to Europeitns. No 
hostility was eV"Menced towards Government servants as 
such and not even the police were molested.' As to 

hore, a Government communique stated that it was the 
city ritf-raffs who <Fere concerned in the afleged 
riots th~e, and it is pleaded on their behalf 
that they did no mor~ than form an orderly. pro­
e sion to interview the Lieutena t-CJovernor. And 
in fact ilt the other ceotres of disorder, in 'pita of the 
most strennous exertions of the Criminal Investigatioll/ 

• • 
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Department, no case could be made out a,O'ainst. th 
ucated cIa ses of beiog concerned in ;>oy acts of violencil' 

What then were the political agitators accmwd of ? 
Of no lese a crime than that of ging wa~, of abetment 
in-waging war and of a conspiracy to wage war. In the 
indictment ao-ainst Mr. Harkishanbl and ot her leaders of , 
public opinion in Lahore it was recited at they in con­
junction with one 'Gan'dhi' had conspireJ to wage war 
~tl'., the said Gandhi beill.g about the same time eulogised 
by the ecretary of State for India as a rna of 'un­
blemished character 'ind of lofty ideals. If there is-on 
man in the whole of India whQl has rig4tly ea.rned the 
title of a man of peooo:! aod.- to whom violence of any kiBd 
is U'~terly abhorrent it is M.J:. Gandhi. ~t only shows the 
t:te of imbecility the atithorities in the Puoja~ were 

redl ed to, to find them attribflting to su~b a man the 
being engaged in a conspiracy to subirert the Govemment. 
Btft wbat was the actual process by which this war w • 
being waged a Arms the people had non At one 1'ime 
it was b lieved that bundles of , sticks had been imported 
in I\mritsar in anticipation of being needed in an impend-I 
inO' no-bt, but 'we have it int' evidence that a tra l' had n , 

ent for them in the ordinary course of busin ss and that 
when the disturbance took place delivery had not been 
ta.ken of them. In Lahore it is said the mob was armed 
with brickbats-may be, but, these are curious 'feapon! 
for meeting an onslaught of maehine guo a.nd bombs. 
Nowhere in the Punjab were a , persvns foood to be in 
poss~.;;sion of unlicensed fire-arms or of any explosive 01' 

othe eletl'jious f substance. llut it is said the waging · of 
war was not so much a physica.l as an intellectutl prdCess 
Ind the evidence of it walL to be found in the use of strong 

• ~ (! • 

• • 
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I Ilgu80ge while protesting aga.inst the pas in~ of the 
Row1att Act or other measure of Governmeut, or to pu,~» 
it in genera terms in the free exercise of the riO'ht of 
political agitation. • 

But political agitation could not be openly tii counten­
a.nced, as all t e world .over it is lookeell UpOll a a desir­
able means towards a desirab~ end, and the p dient 
wa the'te£ore adopted of attaching a. criminal ignifiCance l 
GO. certa.in overt acts and~ sti'iI'matizing them as opoo 
rebelli . It served the double pUl'pose of puniRhing the , 
political a~itator and of releasing. the Governm nt from 
a tight eorne~ that df ju tifying the proclamation of j 

m8orti8ollaw. The various inc-1dents*during this eventful 
perioa. went no brther than t~. prove that a mob batt pot 
out of hand and ~ad in some places committed excesses 
which putting the wo t construction on them coull! not 

e brollght within ike category of acts of open rebellion. 
A. .simple solution was to be found in assuming he 
enstehce of ojJen rebellion and then any ki of criminali­
ty could be attributed to acts which ordinarily would be­
hardly worth any notice. mob goes to interview the 
Lieut na.nt-Governor and it fired upon a~d driven back, 
though it had (iommitted no violenc . Certain individuals 
were tried and sentenced to transportation for life. Why? 
Because it was held that this occurrence was 'plainly 
part a d parcel of the rebellion which had already 1>roken 
out. ' In the affair a' Lahori gate missiles were said to 
have be,ed -thrown, but ortupately no one was hit. For 

oving such bad shots a few, 'Yho were favoured by thp, 
testimoRials of the police, were proseeu d a,pd sentenced 
to transportation on the 6.ndin~ of the judicial lumina.ries 
who tried them that .the¥ h804 committed the offence·o 

• 
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waging war and 'this needs no demonstration.' In tbe 
ira Mandi affair tbere was a similar cbarge and' a l 

-similar punishment and in the '~ment the reason given 
I is that 'judicial notice is taken of the fact that there 
was already a state of rebellion in existence.' In the 
Badshahi mosque .ase a prying C. I. D. offiC''Olr was waten 
and his pagri was burnJ;. Nine men were sentenced to 
transportation fo~ life. Why? Beca.use was in all 
Be iousness held that the laying! hands on h sacred persQn 
was tantamount to w ging war. 'fhe leaders of public 
opinion were sentenced (wholesale to transportation under 
the firm belief that thereby poli ica.l a.gi~ation in the 

. Punjab would be wiped out for good. It need hardly be' 
said &oIl the victims of this to.llfoolery have' been dischBTged 
by the clemency of the King. And so far from giving 
up poEtica.1 agitation tlnl-y marched Jtraight from the jail 
to the National Congress or the All-It.dia Muslim League 

. mecliing at Amritsar whioh were then in ' session, aDd 
borror of horro 's were treated there as hel'oe...., Mr, D~Di 
Chand, a member of the muniCIpal committee Lahore, was 
-one of those who had to march hand-cuffed along the 
street to and from the courts a~d of course had the usual 
sentence of transportation for life and fdrfp.iture of pro­
perty passed against him. On his release and on his 
first re-appearance in the oommittce, which was presided 
ver b a European . official president, he bad to ~ace a 

resolution 'oongra.tulating him on _ nis release and wel­
oming bim back as one of the I!l-st useful and upright 

memb6rs of the committee,' although OD being set fre 
e had enewfid hib alleged mischievous activity. He had 
few minutes before opposed an amendment by which a 

European member desired to and the name of Lord 
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Chelmsford to hat of Mr. Montagn and Lord Sinha ~ 
wh?Pl a vote of thanks was being proposed for thei 
sel'vices in connection with the passing of the Reform, 
Act. _ 

An impartial writer of the history of th.e Punjab gis-
, turbances and' the martial law period which followed it 

will not fail to rrive at the conclusion . that a. dead set 
was made by the Government a~ iost the educated classes 
and specially a,;ainst the: legal practitioners, and this was ' 
solely ecause of their pre ilect'ion for _political agitatio . 
The 0 cial evidence marshalled be ore the Hunter Com­
mittee has brought 'out in broa relief the fact that far 
f.rom bei1lg the actual perpetrators of acts of violeoce they 
allover the affected area w re most forward in helping 
the allthorities to· restore 0 der~a:nd th:s in spite of- the 
eo~tumely ",nd ~ndiJ;!nity with which they were trea~d, I 
including those who hId rendered the most signal srtrvice 

the Crown for ' ;vhich they had been duly rewarded. 
But,nevertheless all lawyer were suspects. Mr. Toml{ ns, 
the de'puty ins~ector-general of police, aunfitted that he 
had issued instructions under martial law that 'plea.del's 
should be re<7arded as susr.icious charact~rs,' the reason 
being 'hat he believed 'som: pleaders were instr~mental in 
spreading disr,Jfection'. Being pressed to state the 
ev\dence on which he had arr!ved at this conclusion\ 

.all he could say was that 'somehow he had received 
that il!lpression.' Col. Frank Johnson, the marti 1 law 
administrator in Lahore, can boast of four years' resideeee 
in India,:during whicl1 period he probably never came 
irAo contact .with a single educated man, yet he !\lnter-
tained cw-tain very precis ideas about tbtAn. T~e extr~mists 
he considered highly educated people, hence lawyers and 
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