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highly edu~ted people, were a.U extr:mis's and it wrung 
his heart to have to state that the 'majority of la1V,~rs 

ere seditionists.' For arriving a.t this conelusio~ 
be gave what he no d~t oonsidO'ed a very 
convincing eason that 'they held meetings and 
pr~a.ched sedition.' As to whe9 ' and where they had. 
done this his mind presented a tot~l, blank, and 
he very much resented t~ fact that his word was not 
accepted and that he was subjected to a cross-examina-
ion. Col. MacRae, andther' martial law administrator, 

had also cCl·tain fixed. ideas about agitators, and his 
examination by Sir G'himanlal Setalvad will bear being 
quoted. With reference to the ma~tial law "notic.; which 
he had ordered to te po lied at the house of 'well-know~ 
agit~tors', be was asked w tat was melfot by tlie term 
'agltat()rS' a.nd replied that the meanin of t e word wa 
as smwn in the English dictionary . .J 

Sir Chimanlal: Whom do you roean ? 
itness. I think it is good English. 

Sir Chima; 1801 ; I never suggested it i bad English. 
Witness: I don't want tO 'answer it otherwise then' l 

I have said, it i quite clear. 
Sir Chiman al: 'Agitatol~ ' may mean any .. class of 

persons. c c 
Lord Hunter to the witness : Have you no idea 

your own mind as to what you mean by 'agitator'? 
Witness: A man who agitates against Go'Vern ent. 
Sir Chimanlal: What do you ~eal.l by a man who 

a itates against Government? t · 

itness: Who by expre sion or otherwise speaks 
agai ,t Go rnntent measures. 

Sir Chimanlal: Yo.u ordered these notices· should be 
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posted on houses of well-known agitators. Did 
ex}?ll'in what was meant by 'agitators'? 
• Witnefls: No I did not. 

Sir Chima 18.1: Wha.t do you mean by 'maloontents'? 
Witness: One who is discontented witll any Govern­

• ,nent measure. 
Sir Chima~al: Were the houses - of all lawyers 

&elected? .. 
Witness: r don't know, I did not see how the-

pol,ice carried out the order .• , ~ • 
Sir himanJal: As a deterrent against the defacing 

of these notices you warned tha'~ action would be taken 
a.gainst UJe. pr~perty of persons on whose houses thes,e 
.1iotices wer~ p~ted. Was that wo.rning in writing or 
oral ? '. • • 

Witness: What dops it m"atter ? 
Sir Chit!lanlal : Su~ely, Colonel this is not the way to 

answer. This is n t the attitude to be adopted to';'ards 
hill Committee or any member of it. <) 

• General BflYnon, the General officer cOJimanding the 
15th Indian Division, when questioned with reference to 
the prohibition of legal practitioners from enterin" the 
marti I law area stated that 'from the 1Ililitary point of 
view he ;onsidered the presence of those excellent gentle­
men not nec sary'. When a ked whether he W38 

uot treating Lahore as an enemy country and the reasons 
-for the prohibition his mind could not travel beyond 
the £a~t that he o~sidered their presence wis not 
necessary .. 

With the existence 01 such feelings against the edu­
ca.~ classes in general and legal pracJiitioners in jarti­
cu1ar, it.· may well be surmiseQ what must h:ive been the 
treatment accorded to those who came especially under tAle 
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notice of the authorities. An over the martial law area 
• pleaders without regard to age or antecedents were enrDlleS! 

s special constables. Mr. Irvine, the deputy commissione!' 
of Amritsar, when asked whetheyhis was n t because of 
the desire to punish local agitators, frankly replied : 'The 
idea did not originate with me. I n't speak as to the 

(

motives of the General'. Those who wer known to have 
taken a part in the agitaiJion relating to the Rowlatt Act 
were arrested and handcuffed and marched to jail and 
~ubjected to the most i~genious and unheard of 'lldigni­

I tie. Amongst the llfllmel'OUS que tions put by Pandit 
Madan Mohan MuMya in thE1> Imperitl LeO'islative 
Council was one relating to Gujl'anwala. Mr: Thomp­
son ' in reply practically" admitted the correctness of 
th (facts tated theretn. It was" to the llffect: 
'The deputy commissioner of Gujranwda, with a 
stro ::> body of police and EUl'opeaJ'soldiers and wIth 3.n 
ar oured car marched to the hous: of L. Mela Ram~ , 
B.A., LL. B., pleader, and arrested and hand-cuffed him . and 
took him away without allowing him to d~ess and speak 
to his family. The party then arrested Mr. Labh Singh, 
lI. ., (Cantab)J bar-at-Iaw, altd chained him with L Melal 

Ram. They proceeded to the house of 20 other respe'ctable 
persons, arrested and ltandcu£fed them aci chained them 
all together. The persons arrested and chained together 
were marched to the city, two .and two, headed by a Hindu· 
and arMahomedan, to ridicule Hindy-MoslelJl unity j as was 
stated at that time by Col. O'Brien. Two municipal 
commissioners walked in front ~ of tbe procession, and 
pointmg to the aeroplanes hovering overhead kept n 
shout g tcs' In lans to make way on pain 0 1: being 
\'I\f)unded ·or shot down. After being paraded in the streets 

( 
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tmf! prisoners were taken to the tation, put in an open coal 
truck guardeq, by European oldiers with fixed bayonet, 
with guns directed towards the pri oners. The prisoner 
were not allowed to leave their places· even for the 
purpose of attending the calls of nature. On reaching 
Lahore railway station they were kept in a latrine for ten 
hours and then rtlmoved to the jan.' 

From the official eviden~ adduced before the Hunter 
Coinm' ion it is clear that there were numerous cases 0'1: 
re pectable persons beiD'" arrested, ·ohandcuffed a.nd taken 
to jail w)lere bbey wer kept for a long or short period 
ahd then di charged in the abs'1oce of any evidence that 
could .. convict th~m. Dr. Ma ohar Lal, a ba.rrister a.nd 
~x-Minto Profes r of Politicll Economy, was arrestJed, 
being a tru ee of the :JIribune. After being subjected to 
jllrious indignities a~d for a time kept in solita'ry cogfine-

• mept, he was eventually discharged without being brought 
to ttial. Mau-lvi Ghulam Mohi-uddin, plea4er of Kasur, 
who last year had been publicly rewarded for his el'vices 
in connection with the war, and Maulvi Abdul Quadllr, a 
senio[.pl~a.der of Ka ur, we arrested and kept confined 
in a jail for some weeks in an improvised lock-up and then 
released without any charge ha jng been framed. Mr. 
Irvine stated in his evidence that/he hesitated to fire on • the meV> at A mritsar as he found in the crowd two Indian 
gentlemen whe were persuading the crowd to go away. 
One of th se was Mr. Pl~ayal Singh, a practitioner in 
h' court. ·-He had tried to re train the mob at great 
personal risk. He was arrested on he ~3rd May," kept 
in jail or a month and a half and was eventurllly b;ought 
to Lahore and put up ror trial. Witness had givt}n 
vide~e in that case, dra 'ng attention to his action 10 

o 
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persuading the crowd to go away and he "Was acquitte 
People in Amritsar laughed at Mr. Singh ~r his pains 
and for the reward he had go£.' 

The lamentable error of judgment displayed by thos 
who had undertaken to advocate t e cause of the people' 
before the Disorders Inquiry Committee much to be 
~"!,lored in allowing the rnquiry to proCl!'ed e:r parte and 
thus forfeiting the ch3llce cf leading evidence wh~ch 
would have thrown considerable light on the event of the 
martial I· w period. 0ge of the points in respect to which 
a vast amount of material was avarlable was tb~ official 
attitude towards the so-called political agitators and th 
trea~ment ~ccord.ed to them & with the VIeW of statpping 
out. pol tical life in the :Pun~ab. But evtm the evidence. 
as it stands is sufficient to bring thij; significaRt fact out 
in br~~l relief. How are we to acCOl t for bi~ pP,llllliar. 
att' ude of the rulers of the Punjab? W r t hey p~r- 1 

chance interp,eting the views of the Ell8li!:'h na..t'tm ? 
The idea on tile face of it is prepostero1ls. Were bey 
acting in pursuance of a common policy which was to be 
adopted in aU IMia? This i", contradicted by. th fact 
that in Calcutta, Bombay and Delhi ~ line of conduct 
was pursued by those" responsible for "governing the 
country which instead of seeking to stamp out the leaders 
of public opinion sought their cordial co-operatio.n and· 
suppot/;. Why then wa this spirit r:()f hos .ility so pro­
nounced in the Punjab? There. 410uld be DU dilficulty in 
arrivillg at l\ solution 01 the problem. Sir Michael 
0' Dwyer was a sl:(enuous governor and like all strong men 
he could nolfbrook any opposition to his will or to his 
86ftled opinions. He has frankly sta.ted that a.utocracy is 
the on]y form of Governmebt wh'ich iR suited for t~ India 

( 
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1Jf .to-da.y. The educated classes were constantly rubbing 
him up the wrong way with their numerous pretensionp 
He fell foul 'tf them in the I perial Council only to 
find the next day that retrac ation ~r resignation 

. was the only alternative left 0 en to him. He re­
tracted, but ieh a bad arace, for iu afer quarters he 
repeated his chltol"ge. Ano when the cata.stropbe came 
in the shape of the Punjab disordor he threw a.ll restrltmt 
to th wind and fulminate aga'1nst the educated clasS!) 
in langua.ge which for the vituper~tion he indulged in ex­
hausted the English v cabulary. :By si years of close con­
tact with him his lieutenants in the province imbibed from 
him his political ideas and all the more readily as his wa.s 
a strong perso,*ality. And ;'thus it happens that ~ line 
of conduct.Jwas pursued which has aroused the indign~tion 
not only of the Punjat but of the whole of the inteliigent 
,population of India. The sequel i somewhat curlbus, for 
a ne}V life born of intense suffering has been infuse in 
the Put;tjab wltich no repression i likely eve to extinguish. 

o 
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CHAPTER II. 

METHOD IN MAD ~ESS. 
~ 

England rules over India and no sane !'lerson ha any 
.... d'eBlre to subvert this rule or indeed to weaken the pres­

tige of England. The desIre f~r self-government i most 
laudable and is a gollA we 11l' bound to reach some day. 
But to say that we. are" ready to-d9-Y for q,omplete elf­
government i to indulge in a. wild dream which is calcu~ 
lated to imperil the fu ture" wel£are of the country. It 
canllt>t be too trongly empllasi ed that l~the inte es~s of 
IndIa its connection with England must be (maintained • 
and <..bat every patriotio ' Indian h~uld shape his conduct 
accord gly. But at the same time a ~orrespoDding dnty 
devb1ves upon England, and that is to rule its ubjac s 
with equity, j1lstice and humanity. Englfsh statesmen 
recognise this obligation as they realise the serious conse­
quences which 'Bould follow ani') repudiation or slackttPing 
of this principle. Mr. Bernard Roughton, an ex· "member 
of the civil service, is {->lithfully depicting' the consensus 
of publio opinion when he asks with reference to the dis­
closures made before the Hunter Commission: 'Has not 
a Gove nment which can only keep 0 the p~ace byo such 
atrocities abrogated all claim, to be considered. ~, ci viliseci 
Government? If we can only pre 'lerve our rule by such 
means Uthe sooner we can clear out of India bag and 
baggag~, th.a b3bter'. The .l{ew Witne88 'is qually 
emyhatic when it says: 'If we can only govern India by 
means of periodic massachls w must clear out.' " The 

~ 
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1I¥'noer in which India i being aoverned is therefore a 
matter of vitil importance and it is doina a dis-service to~ 
England tohide or to minimise any action which is calculated 
to imperil the existina relation between the two countries. 

While the political atmosphere was compa.ra.tively 
calm in the s~ing of 1919 there wa a udden explosion 
of di order in variou part of Indi". due to causes whi 
were more or less common. • It w~ natural that stringent 
meaeur hould be adopted to put this down. Lora 
Ronald ha.y, Sir George Lloyd and- .\1 r. Barron I' tored 
order an~ peacQ in a f~ days with~n tl areas for which 
elllCh wa responsible, but in th~ province which had b en 
acclai~ed as th~ most loyal f\O Qrgy of frightfulue,s :faa 
indulged rn. It' said rebellic7n was rampant and ~ 
rmposition ~ , martial <.law aved the situation. Lord 
Hunter's Committee ~as been entrusted with the ta (! of 
·tnq~iring iuto this and other cognate matters, and e 
need'not anticiPate its verdict. But certaw disclosure 
have been made which are quite apart from the i sue to 
be dealt with by the Committee. As regards the Jallin.nwal& 
affair nO'li h public opinio has made a tlronouncement 
as emphatic as it is practically unanimous, realiping that 
the national hon'eur and credit wer at stake. The Matt­
t:1testel' Gltaraia7t consider General Dyer 'a mad man let 
'oose to massacre at large.' A parallel case was that in 
c~nnect~on witQ the Dliblin Revolt. Mr. Sheehy Sk ng­
ton and ttvo 'others weI' ordered to be shot by a. military 
officer under circumstances which fforded no justification 
for such a. step. The officer was tri d a~d declared to be 
of unsouM mind. Will General Dyer be triel! and- pro­
nounced ~nsane ? • 

Butjn the tragedy of die Ptfnjab, General Dyer was . --.------------~ 
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\) one out of many actors. If he is a mad man, what aboqt 
General Beynon and Sir Michael O'Dwyer ~ho telegraphed 
to him their approval of his rave achie~ement? Are 
they to be trefited as mad 'men? And what about the 
others the record of whose mighty deeds yet remains to 
tickle the fancy of a nation which pI mes itself and 

. ri!rhtly, on its justice and humanity. c There are the 
Gujranwala episode a~d tlJ.e crawling incident to be 
J'eckoned with. 'rhere are the brutalities whiC'-h were 
impartially distribute& in the whole area of martial law. 
There are the mOlmtelianks who indulged iil.,- the in~ention 
of fancy offences and fanc: punishmAnts. There are those 
who !rloated in the infliction of indi!?nities and de!?rada-(; ..., ...... ct ..., 

tia'"ls of sorts to satisfy the~r petty spite cagainst p6htical 
agita.tors. Wha.t about the numer~?s boasters(~who exulted 
in their deeds and affirmed they would repea.t them if 

~ . 
D(r,essary? And what about those responsible for re-" 
venting for onths a. leakage of the tr~e facts? Are 
these all to be treated as mad men? The truth is, the 
Writisb nation finds itself in a tight comer at present. It 
i easy enoughGto declare a siegle individual a m~ man, 
but what is to be done with the band of men that are 
competing for that hoD(tur ? And are We C"~rtajn that these 
good people are entitled to be called mad men? They will 
not only deny the soft impeachment but will put on thl? 
virtu8us look of martyrs who are th victims, of the maliciolls 
attacks of individuals whose ignorance they wi] say is on]y 
exceooed by their unreasonableness. 
, A careful scrutiny will elicit the fact that if th~se 

~\ \ . 
men ha.ve ~a.cted as mad men there was c06siderable 

' nethod in their madness. In the whole .coUrse of 
this sorrr business it will De found tha.t t~e ~ 

( 



156 
) 

drHOD IN MADNES . 
• 

particular strain of mentality which characterised 
their conduct, and this has been brought out in Lroad relief 
by the eviden~ which has been recorded by the Hunter 
Commission. There is the racial feeling Accentuated to 
the utmo t extent. It was common talk amongst EU1'0-
peans in those ys that for every white man that had been 
killed the penalty paid wa a hulldred Indian lives. I 
was a feather in the cap of the fturopean and more so 10 

that 0 he Anglo-Indian who chex:ishes the most peculiar 
notions of his ancestry. It is refre~ing to find the Nati01t 
writing :;-'Above all we must avoicf lik poison the fatal 
doctrine that the life of an Indian counts for less than the '. life of an Englishman, for ihat is a basis on which IOU 
build ~ot the kini of society fo1' which we profess to .be 
preparing dia, but .. the kind of society in which 
, £Ot'eign ruler ~akes over the traditions of) an 

• ori~ntal de pot.' Then there is the pride which is Ihe 
stock in trade 4>f the cony'uoror who delights in impressing 

o 
on him of the subject race the immensity of the gap 
which divides them. The salaaming incident, the umLrell 
episo ,tpe forcing of individuals to prost te themselves 
and ,rub the ground with their foreheads have a signifi­
cance peculiarly their own. A the anxiety for the 
maintenance of British rule no objection could have been 
taken to it but for the indifference· shown as to the means 
by which this jnd wa .to be attained. Kindness, just' e and 
humanity l&'er~supersedea.by frightfulness of every kind and 
tl)js, it was verily believed. would terrorise the people into 
ab'j ct submission. There was an outcry in England again t 
Hun at'ocities and Hun inhumanity, am! no~ writla ~he 
Daily New8, 'the cene of thi new frightfulness is ~t 
BelgiuPl, but India, the G\neraf responsible is not German 

• 



156 

The victims are not technically enemies· bU; 
rebels,' in General Dyer's words, tha.t, is t say, British 

:'ubjects who innocently or otherwise ventured to act ' in 
ontravention Sf his decrees. ~".ut~ says the <affair reads 

just like some of the storie of German frightfulness in' 
ranee and Belgium, and General Dygr's defence of 

i!9self before Lord Hunter's Committee is what will 
come naturally from the JV.outQ, or a Pruseian officer in the' 
same position'. The Tf/eatmi1l8ter Gazette says: <Mot the 
east astonishing thir& of all is that General Dyer's 

assacre did not pTecipltate a real ~bellion .. ·Sanet people 
:will realise that a few mort\- epi odes of this kind would 
suffipe to bring our rule f,~o an end.' f) This is ~)trong 
language, but we shall see t'ill:l-t it is justifif.!d. • 

On the 13th Ap il 1919, a 1I0uple of ~ays bAfore 
martfallaw was actually pt'oclaimed i Amritsar, Genera\ 
I?yt!.l' promulgated an order' prohibiting the holding of ap.y • 
public meetin~ without in any way intima.ting to -the' 
people the capacity under which he passed this order. He 
admits he cannot say whether 'any measures were taken to 
ensure its publieation to the citizens.' If all t1te .f)eople 
did not come to know of this order it was no fault of his, 
for he had left the publit!ation to the I olie'e.. And if on 
that particular day the Baisakhi fair happened to be held, 
when outsiders in crowds visited the city, well, so I much 11 

the wdl'se for them. Towards eveni.ng inwrmation was 
brought to him that a meeting ~as to be ~ held at the 
Jalliap,wala Bagh. Forthwith his mind was ma.de 
The people who h~d disobeyed his orders were rebels and 
neede£ a le~son in respcct to flouting the orde'ts of a. 
G6Ileral. He proceeded with two columns of twenty-five 
'men each to the spot up to C\vithiil eight or ten yard~ where 

( ~) 
t 
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a. man was adJres ing tho cro~d. fire 

ediately', becau e, be say, 'I had thought about th 
matter and do not imagine it took me moro than thirt 
seconds to mate up my mind as to what my duty wa.' 
His duty was to disperse the mob by fil'tng on th m. 
But he found that no ooner hild he arrived on the cene 
the crowd b an to run away. For 0.11 tha.t th 
order was given. to fire and he sa s the mob 'immediat 
beO'an to dispel' e.' The firing . wa, continued becan,e, 
oo.ys t O'allaot General, 'I tbougQt it my duty to 0'0 0 

till it did dispel' e. If I fired a lit the effect would not 
be sufficient. .If I badcred a little -I h uld be wrong in 
fi.ring at 'all.' Therefore the firi.ng went on with certain 
intermis ions, when it wa c .cked .0 that 't coul be 
directM upon p18~e where th crowd was the thic . t. 
it ceased w en the amjUunition wa exbau ted, and th 
glorious task had be n achieved of four to five hur'fdl>etl 

.1oeo beinO' killed an about fifteen hundred wounded. ,he 
ooinmander L~en wends his way homewa~ds, proud of 
having done his duty as an officer and a gentleman. Now 
the officious ])ail!} Heral{l step in and wonder at 'the 
incre<1ible indifference to hlWlan suffering .n leaving th 
wounded ~nattended in the treet ', and add : 'This we 
presume wa do in order to teaca men and women of a 
different civilization and a different religion what a 

' ,beautiful and merciful thing Christianity is and how sacred 
we British hol~ the law of Him who said that we .re to 
love our ew.en!ies.' But the real explanation is to be found 
in the evidence given by General Dyer before the I\unter 
Commission where he lets us have an .insight into his 
(lhara.c~ and into the principles which formld the" basis 
()f his conduct. He was So man In authority and ~e 

• • .. • 
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cxpected a general recognition of this fact. He was a 
conscientious man, ready to discharge his dury at all ~QS • 

He had a logical mind, which inspired him as to the proper 
equence of events. For disobeying his deCl~ss the penalty 

must be paid.' H e honestly~eved that for successfully 
uling over India "the one thing was force." Be was never 

precipitat but 'searched his mind' before~eciding on any 
J.lIl·rticular course of action. Be was a very sensitive man 
and rather than 'be laughed at ' he would any day ee 
'hundreds of men butchared. Ho was a man who, f/for 'the 
Hake of 'making enmities of the people' who had flouted 
his order, did not*care if what hfl .did 'had the effect of 
pel'manently alienating thfl people or putting the~ out or 
Y'Ppathy with the adminj:5,tration.' Bp was a man of 

gmnd ideas and aimed at 'doing somethMlg which ' would 
make an 'impression throughout P njab', but ~nfortunately 
he 'overshot the mark and has JDade an impre8sio~ 
tm-oughout the world. It was but natural t.hat an officer­
with hi pecQJiar notions of 'duty' stamped on his .brow 
bould tell the Commission that 'it was not my duty to 

render aid to the wounded.' Mr. Irvine, the chief civil 
officer at Amri'tsar, says he did nothing because:it II wasno 
business of his, a military officer being in command.' 
And as the curfew order had already b~n passed which 
prevented people leaving their houses after dusk the fate 
of the wounded can more easily be surmised than d scribet. 

i' O'ood deal less than this was fIlnough "to bring in a. 
verdict of insanity against the ~1litary officer a responsible 
for the dea.th of Mr. Skeffington in Dublin, but i is 
unfaJr to Genflrtl1 Dyer to force this plea on him. is 
n~rratlve 01 what has come to be called the Amritsar 
l!lassa.cre throws a flood of ligoht on his men 1 y. e-

l 1:' 
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" 
reiterates the f~t thllt it was his 'duty' to disperse the' 
croWq, but i£ on his arrival on the soene he had found the I 
m~b had alre\l.dy dispersed he would have been grievously' 
disappointed. He admit that 'he conld have dispersed the 
crowd perhaps even withont firing,' and to· the question 
p,ut to him, 'in firin oo was it your object to disperse the 
crowd' he gave the evasive but signIficant answer, '1 wa 
goin oo to fire until they had dis~rsed,' 011 hi way to 
Jallianwala Bagh his mind eems to have been obsessed 
with the idea of teachinoo persons whom be had put dowI1 1 

as rebelS for disobeyng his order 'a "lisson that would make 
a wide impression thropghout the· Pun.jab.' It was 0 
thjs 'duty' his whole mind was concentrated and therefor 
such trifles as asking the crowd" to disperse before fi1'io 
on the or allowidoo the frantic .runaways to escape durYl • 'bhe short int rva)s he stopped firing did not enter hi 
logica.l mind. He say\, '1 looked upon the crowt! as 
~bel and therefore c nsidered it my duty to fire on 'Vld 
to nre well.' Says the New Witnes8 :-'He i so logical 
as to· c'onfes!.' tna.t in all probability he woul have turned 
his machine guns on thc helpless people if he had been 
able to bring them into play." And this malies hi conduct 
intelligibltl in leaving the wounded uncared fot·, becaus 
any attention paid to them would bJlove detracted from the 
double duty he had in view, the pnnishment of the 'rebels' 

nd the doing of 'something very strong which wool 
create IiIn impression throughout the Punjab.' • 

The cl'awlitg incid:nt and the flogging episode elucidate 
still more clearly the mtntality of General Dyer. Miss 
S1f~rwood, an English lady, was brutally assaulted i~ one 
of the s\reets of Amritsar by 80me ruifians .. nd lE!t for 
dead. Her own published statement testifies to the f~t 

• • '. • 



• 
160 POLITICAL PROBLEM ., , 
of friendly Indians having dissuaded her tfrom being out 
at that time and to their having eventually 1'e cuec! ~er. 
Sho writes: "I heard nut the cl'ies of 'kill, kill' in th t 
street, but the shouts in another of 'Leave '.ler alone-she 
is a woman.' , It was Indian ' iYho 1'e cued me, an Indian 
house that O'ave me helter, and Indian hands that fir ,t 
dressed my wounds." No puni hment ,inflicted on her 
assailants would have b n too se~ere, Si~ men were taken 
jn Cll tody on more suspicion and kept in detention in the 
~ort. Genera] Dyer goeOs to the spot a few days latel' and 
says he ordered the tJ<iet 'to be blocked at both ends and 
no Indian was to be al~owed to 0'0 t;hrough, and jf he did he 
must go through on all fours. That all foms was by some 
means interpreted into crawling. My order aid, on in 
fOiji·s'. Simultaneously hat>ordered, 'erec~ a triangle-there,' 
the idea being that 'at this place the persons 0 had beau.. 
en 'Miss Sherwood should be fJ.8gged.' By a curious 
coj,ncidence the ix men, who were arrested on suspicioa. 
and aO'ainst whom no evidence had yet been recorded, were 
brought from the Fort to this spot and flogged with' thirty 
ashes each for some alleged breach of Fort discipline. No 
sooner the 'alt fours' order had been pa sed and General 

~ ~ 

Dyer had moved a 100 yards than twelve 'men were 
art'ested a.nd ordered to.go through the ftrawling pI'ocess, 
the reason given being that they were insolent, but in 
reality, for the delectation of General Dyer and his a.sso • 

. ciates; This order continued for five days, durilJ'~ which 
time the residents, if they had to I} pass tlltou~h, had to 
crawl as best they could. And ofthourse no cavEmging was 
donl during the whole period as it is out of the question 
that ~ny olr.tsideFs would care to enter this proscrihed area. 
1:he only visitors who favoured this spot WeTe the 

{, r, 
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t unfortunate individuals who were brought there to 
fl~kM. That the electric current alid water supply were ou 
o:ffisadmitted.~heofficial explanation for thi is by no~ean 
oonvincing, and there is a deep seated conviction in the min • of !'very Indian that reprisals were resorted to by a huma.n 
and civilised nation which not long before ba.d vehe:nentl 
inveighed agains similar acts of s~va.gery on the part ot 
the Huns. To t>la.ce unde a han both the innocent ... 
the .guilty is an achievement hicl only the heroes of the. 
Punjab ould have believed would. redound to the credit 
and safety of English rule in Indtj.. 'The substance of 
Prussianism,' writes the' Mane/tester (}zea"rdialt, 'was to use 
tetror indiscriminately to cow opposition, without reO'ard 
to any question of. guilt 01' in ocence. At this the wilrld 
'fas justly horrifiEl1, and in the l~ng run the thing has 
fatal to Pru sia.' (J 

<I It is doing Gener Dyer a great injustice to call him 
'a mad man. He had a heavy responsibility thrown u n 

im, 'and he uis~harged it so as to win the ap roval of his 
superior officer and that of the Governor of the p1'ovince 
It was the policy of Sir Michael O'Dwyer that was bein 
carried Ollt by all the aut1iorities concerhed in puttiu 
down the disorder, and no protest was made by him in 
respect to the g'meral indulgence~f frightfulness. It is 
~mpossible to escape the conolusion that the ultimate res­
ponsibil~ty is his, and not so much his personally as that 
of the policy pllt"sued b1 him for six years and to wh£h he 
gave expr si~n before tJte Joint Committee of Reforms 
th?J the form of government best suited for Indu.. at 1 
present is autocracy. This, translated intp action ~ his 
lieutenants, meant !I. license to indulge in aJy kind of 
frightfulness provided the object kept in view was the 

It • 
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conservation of British power and prestige. We have seen 
'that in other parts of India. differeD . methods were adop 
to secure the same end, and the rea on of tii will not be 
very gratifyin9 to the people of the Punjab. They are 
credited with being a martial ace, and yet a.n experi­
men~ was tried there which EnO'lishmen know would not 
have been tolerated in any oth r part of"India. A Ion 

r-_IU'nence in the Punjab O'ha forced the tJOnviction on m 
that toadyism, fiunkeyism, the craving for rewards, 
titles and seats in a Durbar have obsessed the people 
there to an extent un "nown elsewhere. They are utterly 
lacking in morlti backbone, and for selfish ends w'n 
commit . despicable acts ,without being conscious that 
the}\' were doing anything if'lproper. COrJipption is rampant 
in fl.ll departments and amc1ngst all classoo of officiafs. To 
the ired it of Sir Michael O'Dwyer 't must be 'aid he tried 
to clear the atmosphere by maki¥ examples of high 
ju lcial officers, Hindu, Mahomedan, Indian Christian ~n 
Anglo-IndiaI\! If the latel' days of his regime have o!1bruck 
horror throughout. the world, yet those recogni ed by 
Government as the lead&rs of their communities in the 
Pu:njab went in deputation lind with the most f ISOlpe 
adlliation of his achievement bade farewell to the departing 
Governor. And only" the other day (:tis admirers at 
Rawalpindi entertained him, though only a few weeks 
before the united voice of India had condemned him at the" 
Congress and Moslem League ses 'ons in {\.mritsa~. a..pd at 
the Moderate Conference in CalsJutta in no paring terms. 
Tha~ people so devoid of self-respect should be made the 
objecc.ts of any kind of experiment need excite no surprise. 
Bnt the su/terings they have nndergone have bSrne fruit 
and the small ba.nd of foli~i~a.l agitators on whom r&sts 
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the future prokress of the Punja.b have received such an 
l,¥lCession to their ranks that bef re long the race of 
toadies will be wiped out of existence, Frightfulness wJ 
utilised for a particular purpose, but it has arou ed such a 
deep resentment in the whole of India that it has opened 
the eyes of the submissive Punjabis a.nd has infused a new 
spirit in them hich will make a repetition of this fright-
fulness next to 'mpossible. • 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

THE DEMAND FOR. REPAIU.T[ON. 

In the previous article the acb:levemetfts of General 
!,-.LoIoV.I;:J:..have been noticed· and in jnstice to the Engli h 

nation the comments of, the . pre3 condemning him in 
. cathing terms have been'l'eely quoted. But as the1' i an 
outcry for the punishll\~nt of other besides the hero ot 
Amritsar It become'!:l incumbent to o"btain at least a general 
idea of their actions which a.~e being so keenly resented. We 
shall.then be in a position to decide w~ther there. are 
adequate grounds for the 6.emand f01' r~~ratiotl, as also . 
what form this shou.ld take so as io serve t two enels 
whic~ it is desirable to keep in view, tb of affording reli f . 
to e outraO'ed feelings of the people and of re&toring • 
their confiden~ in British justice and humanity, .• 

A mentality similar to that of General Dyer is to b 
found in Col. Frank Johnson, the martial law administr tor 
of La.hore. He ·-wa.s equally i!ldifferent to the ~ffe t his 
repressive measures would have on the general attitude of 
the people towards GlWernment. H~ W'il.s as eager to 
terrorize over them by a resort to frightfulness. He wa 
as destitute of the faculty of discriminating betwe n the • 
innoce&t and the guilty. A martial &o.w nOUce posted on 
a college wall was found torn .and 500 uoonts . and 
profes,ors were arrested and kept in eustody for two da 
The gallant officlV airily explains-II was looking for an 
opportunity to bring home to a.ll concerned what ';nartial 
law meant'.~ The students of three other colleO'es were 

f'" e 
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or.d.ered to be present at roll-call four time a day at his 
eadquarters, to do which they ba.d for three weeks 

walk sixteenemiles daily in the blazinO' un of M"y. It was 
not by way of punishment for any o:iIeooe, but he say 

,as a kindness in keepinO' them out of mischief and giving 
them phy ica training. He admitted that thi would 
evoke in t Ile J"oung men a liitter hatred toward th 
British Government for the 1'6 t of their lives, bl'tl!',8, 
there was so much sedition in -the colleges nothin I 
did would make it WOl' a'. The p ni hmtlnt most utilized 
wa whippinO' and for the first fe dq.ys it wa.s adminis · 
~red in the open street. It value was reckoned to be 
'more than 1,000 rifle', be~des it po essing c rtain 

. 'pecinl virtues · which have ~een quoted in a pI' ious 
• chapter. ~'o ill~strate its indiscriminate use has been ~ited 

the flogO'ing of a prie and others belonO'ing to a w ding 
p1rty for being more than ten 10 number. Th 
a}?pr?priatioD of motor car and carriages belonO'i 
Indians and making them over for usl! to Europeans 
furnishes an excellent illustration of his ideas of justice. 
The timation in which he held Indian is evidenced by; 
hi order that not more t an two of them were to wal 
abreast as 'if tpoy did Dot make way for Europeans the 
latter would be justified in assaultinO' them'. Martial 190 

I notices were to be posted on the houses of such persons 
who • were certified by the criminal investigation 
department .. -to be 'disloyal and all those supposed to 
be inter~sted in polit s came under this category and 
~cially the lawyers, for Col. Johnson held the vioor that 
'the jority of them were seditionists' Informe had a 
grand time. Th principal of the Dayal 'ngh College 
was fined R . 250 on ijle st ement of an informer fba • 

• • 
• 
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he had seen a.n objectionable poster on the outer wall .• Qn 
e latter beinO' convicted of perjury in another matte' 

the fine was remitted. To threaten to blo~ up the sur-
ounding buildonO' if a firear a is charged from any 

particular spot testifies to the milita.ry commander's , 
readiness to 1'e ort to the practice of Huq, atrocitie . He 
says he acted in perfect good faith and WOllld do the ame 
tLing over again and he was probahly very much as­
tOlJlished at some hyper-cHtica per ons accusing him of 
being deficient in the Iprdinary instincts of justice a.nd 
humanity with th~ alte native tha~ his mental conditio 
rendered him an irresponsible a.gent. . 

In his evidence before the Hunter Commission, General 
Beyn'<>n, commanding the Znd division A,Vmy CorpSJ \lot 
only(' expressed his entire approval of the ma.nn~o: in which · 
marti 1 IMv was admini tered butPhas characterized the 
operations of General Dyer and Col. J oJnson Q8 a veritab1e · 
bJes(ing to the people. We may, therefore, take it,tpat 
with the modi cations necessitated by local conditions the 
martial law order promulO'ated in Lahore were also 
enforced in othl/r infected ar~as. But the military; ad­
mini trator were allowed a discretion to issue any speciar 
orders that were deem~ by them to beanecessary. A 
recital of some of these will afford instructive reading, The 
salaaming ordeJ which required Indians to salute Europea.n I 

official!!, was enforced all over the proscribed area., while 
in orne districts its scope was tlAiiended to a'recting tha ' 
'all persons riding on animals or n whooled co~~eyances 
will alYght, per ons carrying open and raised umbrell 
shall l\,iwer them and all persons salute or salaam. with 
the hand'. ""he experience of the legal practitioners in the 
rea. sa.id to be infected wou'i fill ( a. whole volume. Suffice 
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i to. say that a large number of them were arrested anl' 
lii.d to go through indignities of orts. nme of these were 
discharged af r being kept in custody for we k without 
being brought to trial, but the bulk f them wer 
convicted of waginO' war against the King-Emperor and 
sentenced to ansportation for life and confiscation of 
their property. Jt need hardly b said all these have now 
been released as th~y came under the category of poliiic&.1 
o:ifend»rs who it was not e\ren Itlleged had taken any ov rt 
pa.rt in the exces es that were col'hmitted by the ' riff-ra.ffs' , 
of the town and country. • 

Gujranwala has ea;ned a right to a 1>rominent plaoe i 
the f uture history of the P njab for not only being th 
flcena where thee fit-st experj· ents in bombing froil a 

• aeroplane were trieu by th~ rulers of India but f th 
manner in which the peration were carried on. On it 

$ a; proaoh the :qlob as was to be expected, took to it: heel 
and on [his dispersing rabble bomb were dropped. On 
yo~rig airs~an stated before t he Hunter Cr.mmis ion tha 
'noticing a band of Indians approaching the town tw 
miles distant off he dropped three bombs killing thre 
men

l 
and pursued them £0 some distance tvith his machine • 

• -gun.' Another depo ad to finding '120 men in a field 
whom he maonine-gunned till tRey fled and then scattered 

• with bombs people listening to a speech in front of a. 
hou '. 'l'hey both declared they were merely carrying I 
out superi~t orderff which were to disperse all cPowds in 
and about Gujranwala 'This use of the Royal Air Force 

o?or attacking defenceless citizens', says the MlVIClte8ter( 
G"ar~ia1L, 'a use which even the I ws of war do not 
permit, has been rightly donounced as one' of tte most 
seriou features in this men table record.' c..ol. O':&ieo, .. 

J 
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the deputy commissioner, secure<l himself by obta.i~~ng 
the assurance of the Punjab Government that hiB d 
would be validated. He was one of th e who were 
indifferent to any resentmen~ bitterness that might be 
aroused by the indulgence in frightfulness, as he said tha~ 
'the bittemess was already existinO'.' ~e arrested 30 
person, mostly pleader~ and barristers, who were hand­
cu~d and chained in pairs, a Hindu and,· a Mahomedan, 
to ridicule the newly f<XImed'amity of the two commulli­
tres. They were then marched through the city pr'ceded' 
by two municipal cor8mi sionners who pointed to the 
people to make wrty for the prisoners on pa.in of bein~ 
bombed or shot down. 'l'hey were taken to th railway 
station, put in an open coal truck and weJ;e conveyesd to 
Lalrore where with other pr~soners they w~re kept' chained . 
in a room which opened in a latrin rrhey jo~rneyed to 
and ~ro between Lahore arid Gujr:il wala always han -•• 
cu:flbd and chained. Col. O'Brien also cannot escape tile 
responsibility c.af having allowed one of ~is ul:io;di­
nates, Mr. Bosworth Smith, the sub-divisional officer at 
Kal:lur, to indulge in the most extraordinary eccentricities. 
Major Smith, th~ martial law Qadministrator of .Gu~ran! 1 
wala, Gujl'at and Lyallpore districts, admits that in his 
area students including ~hose in the inf:'nt class were 
ordered to attend a parade two or three times a day 0 • 

salute th.e Union Jack and that restrictions were Flaced 
on thet) movements of the lawyers a"i> he coIf.:;idered them 
'suspicious characters.' 0 ( 

In }{asur, Capt. Doveton evolved fancy offences an4i 
fancy 8unishmen~ and va.ried General Dyer's cr wling 
ordet to the extent of forcing persons to lie flat and touch 
thecground Jth their foreheads. This, he said, was done o ~ 
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to ,i!llpres on them the authority of Government. 
en stripped a.nd flogged in the pre ence of pro titut 

ju t as in A it ar men were flogO'ed before the who} 
body of lawyer, all of whom, young an old, ha been 
~nrolled a special constables. Col. MacRae admitted that 
he sent for om of the big O'er boy of a school and fioO' 
them in public, not because they)lad dono anything but 
by way of ~mple and bated 'it wa thei r mi fo un 
hat they happe~ed tG be bi~ bo '. All the inhabitan , 

a.bout 10,000 in number, includin little boys, had to turn 
out for th identification parade a d were mad to tand 
bar headed /01' ix hour in the heat {J'£ the day. Out o£ 
ihe e 150 were arrested and' were confined in a cs. e 
placefil on the r 'lway station~latform, where a go; low 
had been erected befol'c anyone had &ven been put ot! hi 
trial. It is more thaO'likely Lhat the railway stail, wa 
u~wiling to give e iden e which would lead to the identi­
fieation of the criminal w'ho had killed three Euro an I 
under circuIp. tance which are tb ubject of dispute, but 
to bring the staff to re8.l:!on by flogging a. icket collector, 
an educated man, wa ' a process for which 0 far it wa ' 
belie~ed 'the Huns had ~laimed a mon6po]y. Mr. Bos 
worth Smith ha had an erratic offiClal career, and at tb . 
time of the d~ tUl'banc was going through a period 0 

• degradation. He refu ed to answer some of the questions 
put b,? tbe Inquiry Commissioners and declined to gi e 
any rea on ~r doing o. He proposed the buildi~g of a 
house of :epentance wh <! person could go and repent, 
Wt saiJ he had forgotton whether he got the scho~1 boys 
to repe-.t at parade 'we have not omm"ted ,any en 'e, 
we repent, we repent, we repent.' He arresteq the station 
master at Sangla who ~ter ~n was released and t en , 

.. , 
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.' appeared as a Crown witne , but he could not say whep~er 
it was after the release of this man the identification proce 
by the station staff was started.' He, howe r, recollected 
that persons wllre flogged in a pen po. t of the town. He 
arrested 124 persons at anglo. and admitted that when th 
respectable persons of the town had agreed flO pay a penalty 
of Rs. 50,000 he ordered, the release 0 all~but eight men, 
wh... were subsequently put on their trial for being con­
c~rned in the riots. He tJrdert!d the arrest of Attar Singh, 
a Lambat'der, aaed 60', a a ho tage for .his s~n and 
directed his prope~ty tl9'he confiscat~d till his son surrender­
ed and anyone touchina it or cutting his crops was to l?e 
shot. Another Lambarcnr, Gowhar Singh, wa also 
arr~ted as a hostage fo~ his sons, but!, was reJeas d the 
neft day when his sons surrendered.' He was again 
arrelted and was finally released wlfen the martial law was 
removed, but his pension was topped~ .• ' . 

-It is obvious that some at least of the officers concern­
ed in the Ihartial law operations have .been guilty 
of acts partaking more or les of the nat re of 
frightfulness. The demand for reparation b~ the 
puni hment of:the most flagra~t offender is, theilefore, by 
no means uncalled for or unrea.sonable. It is being 
advanc d not only in 'India but in E;gland where the 
Secretary of Statc for India ha committed the Govern-. 
ment to take some step which 'would vindicate tin the 
eye of the world, the justice and tlonour df. British rule'. 
"fhe WC8tlnin8ter Gazette sugaesU the immedia~ recall of 
Gena'al Dyer and hi beina dealt with in a. manner ·· t 
the Britis~ nation would stand ab oIved'. '.nhe New 
TYit1UM8 sal' 'he should be shot unless he is able to prove 
tlfat Amritsar was in s'l~h a..'>tate of anarchy which if I 

( 
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n~hecked would have developed into a condition of thing 
Imilar to that of the mutiny.' The Bombay correspon-

. dent of the 'lfme8 ay with re pect to the di closure 
generally that 'they have admini tered a. hock to th 
humanity and self respect of India. .. When the Hunter 
Commis ion has.reported Parliament mu t a.llow no que -
tion of expedienC3 to tand in the~way of admini tration of 
ju tice bowever unpalatable, otherwi e they will Ie e a 
wound which for generation ~ will 'not heal. India.n public 
opinion is fairly unanimous in )Pis re pect. E en the 
Moderates who are in hjgh favour w'th Qovernment passed 
a. resolution in their Conference in Oalcutta that 'it i 
imperatively necessary to milo e amends for the outraged 
fe lin 8 of the Inaian nation /l:p.d that Briti h honou and 
justice aho d be vindicated by taking steps to brink to 
ju tice any officers, hi~ or low, civil or military, wh may 
e ound to have aeV d unrea onably and in excess of their 

powJ)r.s or to hav authorized such acts. A Mod ate 
.journal like .the Leader writes : 'The re tdTation of the \ 
confidence of Indians in the sense of British justice i I 
more .. important than the saving of the kins of any 
numbel' ot officials.' ~ 

This raises Il' curious point ~ to the effect of the In­
dem'nity Act to protect these officia.ls. '£here were heated 

tdiseu !lions when the Bill was in troduced in the Legislutive 
CouncM. So far not a word has been said by me on the 
subject, for r \vas not' prepared to contest. the proposition 
that it w: the duty d Government to afford protection 
to'those who had undertaken re'lponsibilities at a aritical 
'period when it was alleged anar .hy tprev,\iled iver a 
portion of the Punjab. The Government as under Do 

moral obligation to mov, the ~gislature in t e inter ts , 
• 
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of tbose officers wbo bad discharged their duties in .g~d 

' faith and under a reasonable belief that wbat they did 
was for the preservation or restoration oL-law and order. 
Looked at in ~e light of subsequ.. revelations tbe Gov­
ernment cannot escape the cbarge of having acted in a 
disingenuous manner in the strenuoq,s effo;:t tbey made to 
uppress information. Xn a previous qbapter we have 

secE. that the Punjab Gvernment by censoring tbe pres 
3l.ld by means of othel' r~pressive measures preve ted the 
outside world from obtltning any knowledge of the doinO' 
of the officials during !ne period of" tho so-called rebellion, . -
though rumours which were by no means exaggerated we.re 
afloat that some friCl'htful t1.1ings were happening in that 

, ar~ of India. It i a ~fgnifi.cant fac!~ indicatidl& the 
ext~nt to wbich poople had been cowed dowItJ that eved 

I 
wbe~ the martial law regime was· over they were averse 
to disclosing e~en a titbe of the elPeriences they .rae! . 

\un<fergone'. Publie spirited men from other proY\nces 
vi~ited the Ptmjab and by their exertions some light was 
thrown on the frightfulness which for a time had reigned 
rampant. Gov~rnment was of course keeping ad' creet 
siIeMe which fJom their point of view was natural. But 
when Pandit Madan Mo~an Malaviya put a large number 
of searching questions in the Indian Legislative Council 
with the idea of eliciting the truth of certain allega.tions. ' 
in respect to the higb-handed and oppressive measflres of 
the offi~ials the action of Government wa.s "\Jle~.cusable in. • answering a few of them in an e\tasive manner and refu-
sing to answer the bulk of them on the plea that it wo!ld 
not be., cons~~tentfl with the public interest. Thi~was a.n 
unwise cou~ to a.dopt consider'ng the hostile construction 
tUt, was bound to be p~ on f,it, while the object or .. 
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Government to i>revent any di!>clo ure was defea.ted a. few 
Wf? kll later when the revelation made before the Hunter 
Oommittee w~hdrew the veil, at late t partially, from 
moat of the scene of this tragic period in the Punjab. 
'rhe fatuity of tho e responsible for alJowin"a the inquiry 
to proceed e~ parte so far as the people were concerned ba 
saved the official from a fuller eK:posure of their v<laaries, 
which involved fpightfulnes of ev' ry kind. The net g,ain 
to li-overnment wa the IQdemyity Act, for even the 
would ,arcely ha.ve had the har~ihood to pu h forwarc 
the Bill if a straightforward an wert.had been given to the 
questions. But the Act'i subject to c rtain limitationR 
and it is more than doubtful if .some of the officia.ls con­
cerned can take a<}vantage of it. They plead aood £ 'th, 
~ut only on the s rength of pdttina a great strain on he 
credUlity o£~ankind. .;rhey vehemently urge that their 
aclij were reasonable nd were necessary for the re torttion 

·of 9rder, oblivious of the fact that they are thereby cl' -
tng :For themselves a low standard of intell' ellce, for n 
one possessirla average mental capaoity would care to 
justify some of the incidents and episode which formed. 
part of the frightfulness <that was ind~ged in. The 
rashnes of a single officer resultin a in the loss of three 
live turned the 1eelings of the Irig}} in favour of the rebels 
in Ireland, but how can we calculate the result of a serie 
<>f outr~ges which have aroused the resentment of a justly 
incensed peop4l r J .. 

But fo. 80'1 that I- e~~rtain grave doubts as to the 
e ilediency of the nature of the demand for reparation 
that is being made. It is bound to pro~uce considerable 
irritatioA in the minds of the Enalish commul1ity, ~fficial 
and nonoffioial. The p esent moment we a.re a & critieal 

• 
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period in the history of India whe~ it is ~ost essential 

, that general harmony and good will 'should prevail. 1& ~t 
desira.ble to rake up matters which would be a neses ary 
conseqnence of the general otlt~or t e pUD1shment of the 
principl:I.l offenfiers. The punishment co Id be either through 
the courts or at the hands of the executive. A to judioial 
proceedings can we be certain '0£ the 'lesult? By th 
Ind~mnity Act the onUB ·proba1uU is pLac on those who 
assert want of good faith or .that the officers concerned • e' ceeded their powers,or that their operations ere ' so 
outraaeou that no rea nable person would consider they 
were really neces ry for the pre!gervation ..or restoration 
of order. The whole stren,g~h of the executive will be pllt 
for.,rd in their defence aild I am not prepared to sa.y 
·that. Government could b l'eproached .i:or do 'ng this in 
spite of the fact that in some of th~ a strain f mentality 
was rlevelopell which puts th em outef the pale of thase 
wh are entitled to protection. For we ought to btlat­
in mind the fv-ct that the officials have good grounds - for 
pleading that they were merely the instrument for 
carrying out the orders of their superiors, or that the latter 
were fully cognrzant of their proceedings and ne,ver aised 
any objection to them and in most instances approved of 
rthem. The airmen who threw bombS cn a defenceless 

wd in Gujranwala have II a e at they only carried 
out orders that were given to them to disper e all crowds· 
in ana about the city. The i·; was 
pproved in the famous telegram lent by Otfller{\l Beynon 

to Ge!.leral Dyer oommunica.ting his own approbation a d 
that of Sir Michael O'Dwyer who e attempt in a letter to­
the 1't~ne8 tof"expl:in the incident is on the face of i£l ab urd 
ancl incond:'usive. Col. O'Brien stated that he had a. free 

( 
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· hand given to Mm by the P110lljab Government wllo pro-
ised to validate his acts. And on~ of the rea ons urged 

by the Government of India. for the po. ing of the In­
demnity Act wa that a. promise of protection wa O'iven 
to the offi ers concerned in puttinO' down· the disorders. 
Any proeee Jing-q tarted aO'ain t th m would probably end 
in a revulsion 0 feeling in their favour and would any 
how be productin of bitterncs tHat had better be avoided. 

But how can w accoun~ for the strang conci~ence-. . 
that ir. the Punjab was congreg~ted a band of men wflo 
were afHicted by a peculiar kind. of mental and moral \ 
infirmity which found relief in t~e in<lulgence in friO'ht­
fulnes of sort ? There are ~mple grounds for the con­
clusion that this 'particula.r stfjloin of mentality was in<\uced 
py their being for years fanliliarized with a policy,. tbe 
natural ou ome of w~ich was the cultivation of a spirit 
of. autocracy and Ilf bending the will of the people· by a 

, re.90rt to force and rep res ion. And for this polie Sir ' 
Mi~ha.el O'Dwyer was Anti rely responsible, 8 e has con: 
fessed to autocracy being the form of overnment best 
suited for India and during the six years he ruled over the 
Punjab be had ample opp tunity, which he fully availed 
of, for puttinO' his theory into practise. H e repeatedly gave 
expression to hi" want of conflden"e in and to the absence of 
sympathy with the educated classes and of the necessity 
of a t~ht hand being kept over them, and can we wonder 
that his subo~inates I.nd others livinO' in close ass eiation 
with hiIlll sl!ould have ,imbibed similar ideas? The final 
F¥ponsibility fot ~he ori! of frightflliness therefore rests 
on the .late Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab. it was 
by him and with instructions from hi~ thAt aerf>planee 
were sent to Gujranwala.. It was at his ilstance ~at . , 
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martial law was proclaimed Mld we have it in evidence that 
~aily conferences were held at Govern~ent House to devml) 
measures for the occasion and that orders i ued by the 
military authorities were in due course forwarded to him. 
~e din nothing- to mitigate their 10'0ur nor did he expres 
any disapprobation beyond ordering the o-allows erected at· 
Kasur to be pulled down, the flo ging irf' public to be 
disc~ltinued and cancelling the crawling ord'er at Amritsar. 
11nder. th.e.s.e circumsta ces i.t is futile to xp.ect the 
e";ecutive to punish even ,the mo t fiaOTant i):ffender . 

Are the people the\t' to have no reparation for tb 
wronO's they bave ffered? Public· opinion itl England i 
against this view a.nd India Jooks to the Briti h Parl'amenl! 
for me compensation for tpe lascerated ,feelings ot the 
peo!.'le. The acts of frIghtfulness t t have been 
c6mmitted should be repudiated by .the Englis Govern­
ment' as foreign to the instincts of t il. civilised natio , 
and formal declaration to this effect should be maUt:l by • 
he Governme t of India. Sit, Michael O'Dwyer :lhotlld 

have the everest cen ure pa ed on himfor his maladmilli -
tration and for having degraded the British na~e a.n~ 
honour. India sf10uld be relievoo. of the pt;esence.,in ~ of 
me' of the type of General Dyer, Col Frank Johnson, Col 
O'Brien and Mr. BoswolLh Smith, aga\ns. whom there is 
to be found in the country a trong feeling of resentment. 
As to the rest the repudia.tion of their acts will constitute • 
in itself a censure which will serve a a Ie so to E~glish 
official in the future. If even to. this ' eA-tent r paration 
is deni~ it is useless to expect the peopl of India to hav. 
a.ny good feeling t~wa.rds the English and towards English 
rule. But tht! Government have ready at hand a'D.other 
meam.s of mofIifying the feelings of the people. The Privy 

{ , 
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. , 
Council has dismissed on point.s of law the appeals of 
£ gga and others, on some of whom sentences of deat • 
have been pas d by the martial law courts. There is a 
strong feeling in India that the e courts actE(.d vindictively 
in some instances and in other instances strained the fa.ots 
so as to arrive at conclusion tlrat were not justified. The 
desire is most strongly expressed .that an amnesty should 
be extended to such of the person who where not aotu I1y 
engagea in the aot of commitrliing utrages. And so far a: 
that g<'es it is a common belief· that Englishmen more 
than compensated themselves by tl:i outrages committed 
by their agents in the Punjab. It is therefore to be hoped 
the cases of those men will be roconsidered to whom 0 far 
no clemency h~s. been extend d. • .. " 

• 
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THE FUTURE Oll'TLOOK, 

.. In bringing to a close this series o.f 'articles it would 
be desirable to take a general survey of the political con­
dition of India so as to J>e able t.o form some idea a LO ~hat 
the future has in stoIa for us: The first article appeared 
in the Leader of" the. 2nd Octobbr 1919. During these 
six months events have "been spinning fast but unfor-' 
tUIJlil.tely in counter direct\5)Us, for while the tendency of 
so •• e of them has been tb promote mt1tual got feenn~ 
and to allay the existing unrest ~d disconlitnw tha.t of 
oth:rB was calculated to produce disunjon and to exaspe ~ 
th people and accentua.te the underlying bitterness towards • 
the nation &hat rules over our land. The promise fhade 
by the Secretary of State to introduce such changes in the 
constitution of the government of the country whereby the 
people may haw a responsible hare in its administration 
has been discharged so far that the English Parliament 
has passed an Act whroh will, to a.n ~preciable extent, 
meet the pressing demand for self-government. There are 
indications of a decided cha.nge in the attitud~ of til: 
Engl~h, both officials and non-oiicia.ls, tpwards Indians, 
in spite of the imminence of a ~ansfer (If tl. onsiderable 
amount of power from the rulers to the ruled, and eXI¥'es­
sion is being O'iven to a desire on their part for co­
oper~tion, \ivhich, though unexpected, should ne~ertheless 
,be very dlcome. The entente between the Hindus a.nd 
Mahomedl'ns is progressing by leaps and bound6, and is 

f' 
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M ,remarkable 88 the rapid increase in the number of those 
~ho have come under the iniluencQ of the new awaken in! 
to political cT>nsciousness. The King-Emperor's proclama­
tion evincing a genuine ympathy for th9 aspirations of 

. the people and an earne t desire to promote their material 
and moral w~fare, followed 88 it has been by a general 
amnesty towa.rds political offenders, indicates that the art 
of government is not lost to the Engli h nation, £or·these 
~xpr,sions of good will ha.ve !hade a deep impression-on 
the minds of the people and have· Fon their hearts. These 
are satisfactory £eatlires and 301'8 calt;ulated to exercise a 
$alutary influence on the political future of India. 

On the other hand, comteracting forces have also 
been" at work~4 The breaclt. between the two part~es of 

, the eduC9Jied classe has been widening in so far ttat a 
reconciliation bet~eeA them seems improbable witllOut • 

·s:Crifice of princip'e on one side or the other. Sectarian 
d'Uferencel:l have become more pronounced, evidencre of 
which is to .be found in the frantic efforts put forward 
for communal representation in the various Councils. The 
disclqsures made in course ~f the evidenc~ given before the 
Disorders Inquiry Committee have aroused an intense feel-I 
ing of indignatjon and resentm.ent in the minds of the 
people against the Government for allowing the perpetra­
tion of a sevies of uncalled for acts of frightfulness The 
misfoftunes of Turkey have struck a sympathetic <lPord in 
the hearts of, the Motamedans, and there is to be noticed . . 
an increasing volume 't>f excitement and bitterness by 
re\son of the threatened dismemberment of that country 
and th effect it would have on th Khillifat'\, in espect 
to which the followers of the Prophet in dia rightly \ 
claim a close and abiCjng i"terest. Tbe attitude of\he • 

• 
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\xtremist section of the home rule party towards GoverJ}­
ment is becoming more ho tile and irreconcilable and th' 
nature and extent of their demands and ttie manner in 
which these tre asserted are calculated to obstruct 
the practica.l working of the ~eforms that will soon be put . 
in motion. The future is therefore far fro reassuring. 

The impending refOl'lnS have son:.e ipecial feature 
whie~ stand out in broad relief. 'fhe general outline of 
tb6' Act which introduces f;he ;ew scheme of gover men~ 
does not as a matter 01 fact meet the demand made by 
the people in their q~est for seli-government, but to 
stigmatize the concessions made a.q "un atisfactory. 
inad6Jluate and disappoiati~" is doiI,lg them less than 
justi&e. In all fairness it- must be adJuitted thltt an 
appreciable and substantcial advance has ~en made­
in th( direction of conferring on th: 1j~ople a responsible 
shar in the administration of affairs. That this ha _ 
been achieved Py a persistent and an unwearied de~~rid 
on our part is no doubt true, but to continue the 
agitation for a further extention of powers is much to be 
deprecated. I 0 not questi<w our capacity to ~cqui 
ourseives with credit in the new role we are called upon to 
undertake, and it may bi, as is as erted", by some over­
sanguine individuals, that we are fit at the present moment 
for complete self-government, but for all that the rule • 
of the nd, who are morally responsible for the niaterial 
welfare of the country, are by no mean uo~asoq.able when 
they ask us to "'ive some practicatlevidence of our capacity 
to utilize to good purpose the opportunities that are belDg 
offere<1 to u~ and the power that i to be placed.' in our 
hSR-ds befofe making any further addition to it. To 
continue to agitate in this ci.il'ect1<>n is therefore futile, and 

• • ~ 
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our energies Ihould rather be a.pplied in the future towards 
tiriltking the best of the privilege that have been conced~ 
to uc;. We nd, however, threats beinO' u ed by tho e who 
wish to be treated a serious politicians that they will 80 

work the reforms a to bring about deadlocks to compell 
the Government to urrender their importunate demands. 
It does not se m to strike them that in adopting thi 
a.ttitude they are givinO' evidence that while they are I\depts 
iQ the art of destructive criticisIij. they are either impotent 
'01' u villinO' to engage in any eonstl'uctive work. A;d, 
of cour e, such a small matter as t what the rest of the 
Indian people will t~ink of their propaO'anda dooR not 
trouble them, for they verily believe that tbey alone 
poss~ a mQn~poly of pat . otism and of the co. city 

~ r~uisite to en ge in the ta Ii of self-government. 
Wbile some of. the extremist leaders and their 

g ns in the pres are deprecating the differences which 
have r suIted in a cleavage into parties, other are 
urging on the elector to end to the Cou ils only suCh 
men as will l'epre ent their extreme views 0 that the 
administration of affairs would be committed to them to th 
excl& iOI! of the moderate. Should thei' efforts in this 
direction be successful one of two things will happen; 
either the respdbsibilities of office will have a obering 
effect on them 0 that they will shape the conduct of 
affair keeping in view the interest of the country or they 
will get into Illch a n1uddle that they will have make 
room for elfers, who lOugh not so advanced in their 
o inions may be able to achieve better results. But it 
eems yery prob:;1.ble that neither the tremi ts ot the 

moderates will obtain a clear majority at the cominO' 
election. We ave to take into account the extensio of 
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the suffarge which will enfranchise j a large number of 
.~ricultura.l tenants and, these. a i but natural, will oe, 
more or less under the influence of the zam' dars, using 
this term to sigijify the land o~ and not the cultivators 
to whom it i applied in the Panjab. ·Now the bulk of 
the zamindars nre still sorfiewhat· hac ~ward from the ' 
educational point of view. They 'have esc' hewed politics 
and their submissiveness to the authortties has often 
ma{le them reactionaries. ,It wtll take time to imbue iJl 
them a true spirit of patriotism which will operate ott the' 
one hand to release them' from the ofJlcial leading trings, 
and on the other tand will infuse in them a genuine 
sympathy with the wan B and necessities of other classes; 
and e pecially their tenants, flO that their activities mQ,f ~ 
direc~d towards the promotion of the ma~rial and moral. 
advaDftement of the country. As between the ' moderates 
and the extremists the balance of powell will be ,in thef'( • h~n a.nd the educated clas e whose agitation haS resulted. 
in brinO'ing abeut a new order of things ma:y, to start 
with, have to face reactionarie drawn from the officia.l 
a.nd the zamindar. This is the true significance of the 
unfortunate diffel~nces which hafe split up the intdlegentia 
into two curiously hostile parties. The extremists are 
pursuing a uicidal policy in putting foWtrd extra.vagar,t 
demands which a:-e not likely to be conceded by Govern- • 
merit, nor will they receive any support from the ober­
minded and thinking portion of the II Indian> ~eople. And 
while paeans of joy are being • .sung to cele~rate the 
newly formed amity of the Hindus and Mahomedans abule 
and vifupera~ion' being showered on the rauk an<\ file of 
those 'who ~fuse to join them in their headlong onrush 
to}fards the goal they have iP vie\'(. It makes one despair 

• 
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j '&8 to the futur~ of a. country wh re men are so irrational 
110M short-sighted &8 to indulge in uch 3n inconsistency 
and yet aim t() a.ppropriate the rulinO' power to the exclu­
sion of all others. In their pr ent frame of mind it is 
almost u eles to point out to them the advantaO'e to 

l be gained by the exerci e of mt!tual toleration and co-opera­
tion on the part\f all classes nd communitie , for in spite 
of the encouraging attitude of some of the officials we 
()ught to keep in view the ct>Dtingency that there may ~e 
<>'thers ho might prove reactionaf3' and obstructive under 
the honest belief that they were ,\hereby protecting the 
interest of the minorities and of cIa "ses that were not 
l·epresented. () 

TQe progres .made by the..Hindu-Mohomedan entente 
to "which variourl'causes have cgntributed, is as striking. &8 

it i gratiffing. The first move was made by some of the 
~aders of the two e"mmunities in the furtherance of their 
political propaganda, but a proce of careful enginee . ng 
has· btought the masses to fraternise with eaoo other to the 
extent of discarding social and religious prejudices. A 

• most prominent feature of the protest against the Rowla.tt 
Act a that it furnished a occasion for "all clas es and 
(!ommunities to join in a common cause. With a hazy idea. 
of the provisionS-of this measure a large number of persons 
joined in denouncing it in obed1ence to the solicitations 
of their leaders or under the inpression that they were 
doing a patr.iotic acu. Other circumstances favodred to 
(lement tbi ~nion betweljn the Hindus and Mahomedans. 
Foom the platform and the pr s the news has been 
proclaiTed- as to the advent of ref rms hich wou1a gi e 
the people a , share in the admini tration of the ll.lIairs of 
the country and this stimulated a spirit of co-operati.ln. . () 
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The disclosures made before the Hunter Commission of 

.the orgy Qf frightfulness indulged 10 by the authorlti" 
has struck a note of horror which has reso1Ulded in the 
remotest corners of India and has united the most diver-, 
gent elements of society in the e ressian of their indig-, • 
nation. The Khilafat que tion though it· exclusively 
concerns the Mohomedans has been utilised by certain 
poliliicalleaders on both sides to develop th~ union between 
the two communities so a. to bring pressure to bear on the 
Government. And herei!l lies the weak point- an ar~ificial 
entente influenced by tJlterior motives. Eliminate these 
and dissolution r:.ay set in, £01' the union was not 
based primarily on mutual> regard and sympathy . . Th~ 
Modems for joining the t indus in then- political a,gitj.­
tioI1l fixed a price which co sisted in t the concession­
to t!lem of communal represent~ion on a num!lrical 
basis. Any difference of opinion oJI this point or :tb_. 
attempt to extract further conce sions would at once 
produce a breooh. The debate in the Legislati.ve Coun"cil 
on the Dacca University Bill revealed this feature of the 
~ntellte in that the Moslems apart from the question of • 
merit claimed II. special reprelfentation on the University 
and the tutorial staff. This being in excess of the bargain 
that had been struck was demurred to ' by the Hindus, 
which led to mutual recriminations. If the principle of • 
communal representation is to be extended to other Mpart­
ments 6f public life, which is resisted by a , slt.ong volun;1e 
of public opinion, the Hindu-1'tf6homedan .i'tiidn cannot' 
be held to be an unmixed blessing. But as the Moslents 
consid r it the nly means to keep pace witli t~ other 
COmm qnities (the port~nts are unfavourable as to the conti­
nuance of (he elltente. It is, however, . to be hoped the 

. • t 
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• advance of e<fuca.tion and the undoubted advantage to both 
qpmmunitie to be derived from mutual toleration an ., 
co-operation Will place the under tanding on a. more solid 
basis. • • 

r. . When TurkliY was coerced by Germany to join in the 
war against \h Allie the Muslims of India regretted that 
a country peoP.t1rl by co-religionists should be fightinO' 
gainst England which olaimed their allegiance. • But 
here wa no wavering on their' part. Mr. Lloyd Geo e 
as d ne no more than common j stice in his declaration 

in the House of CO~IPons that t hel'~ had been no more 
l?yal adherents to the throne or more effective supporter 
of the Empirll in its ·hour ~f trial than the Moslems of 
I~di " These Jherefore exl.%ct and in all fairne are 

"entitled to some adequa~e return, and in considel'in~ the 
Khalifat question th s should be borne in mind. JW.t it 
~~ much to be red that in their excitement theY are 
~.,able to ee things in their true perspective and to #xer­
cise a calt:p and clear judgment. In ac~sinO' England 

'. with a lack of zeal in advocating the ca.UBe of Turkey they 
• ignore the strllnnous I and persistent efforts mad by Mr. 

Montagtf, Lord Sinha and- the Mahrajah of Bikaneer to 
obtain the best possible terms for the Ottoman Empir . 
As are ult of 'heir advocacy and in deference to the 

• wishe of the Mahomedans of India the Sultan, who ran a 
great .. isk of being expelled from Europe, will it has "Deen 
announced ~ allow a to retain Constantinople.- This 
decision ot the Peace-Conference has given rise to a 
c8unbel' agitld;ion in England and in America, which is 
being lesented in India by pe()ple 0 em tq.for~et 
that .the Christians of those countries are I doipg no more 

. than interest them elves j n th fate of their co-religion t 
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who have been the victims of Turkish misrul~ just as the. 
ahomedans are interesting themselves in their co-reu-. 

gionists in Turkey. It seems more than prob,ble that the 
decision arrived at will not be rescinded unless as stated ., 
by Bonar Law fresh provocatio . gi en by Turkey to 
justify a change. As regards he m~inttmati'ce ~f the integ- t I 
rity of the Ottoman Empire which is ?nother of the ' 
objectives of the agitation in India it is superfluous to say' 
much as this question is n'lw outside the range of practica 
pollties, Turkey has ~en eondemned on the al1eg 
grounds of its chroni~' misrule, its being the centre of 
intrigue and a menltee to the peace 0 Europe its repeated 
massacres of Christians and /i 'ts ta:king up arms against! 
the Allies. It was not likelY that the arpiters of it!! fate 
wou\ll forego this opportunity for. the ap~.ication ot t~e. 
principle of self-determination in fav~ur of those"nationali-' 
ties ~fho desired to throw off the Turkish yoke. Too 
Gerll-ans and Austrians have had to submit to the dis: • 

tJUtberment 0, their respective dominions and the Otffo­
mans had no reason to believe or to expect that' any differ- . ' 
ent treatment would be meted out to them. With refer- • 
ence to the thud objective th~reserva.tion of the Khali­
fate no one has ever suO'gested that it should be taken away 
from the Sultan of Turkey, The Maho&edans of India 
evince a great respect and veneration for the Ottoman .. 
rulm.'j but his own subjects assassinated Sultan Hamw, and 
there is%o O'uarantee whatever that if it suitoo1, their views 
they would not treat the preseJet Kha.lif \ 'a. similar 
fashion, He is the de iU1'c ruler of Turkey but the de fac~ 
rulers fBr yea.rs pafi have beeD the young Turkish'part.~y who 
headed by Inver Pasha became the tools of Germany.and 
ha~ brought disaster on theIr country and on the devoted 

1 ( • 
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iead of its so ereign who i mo t probably innocent of 
llY' wrong doing. The Mahomedans of India in their 

.qesire to succ~ur the Sultan are very possibly playing into 
the hands of those who make a boa t of their athehlm anq., 
a.t any rate, have but a scant re pect for the~ Sultan . 

• : Doubt h ve ~ been exp d as to the extent and 
~enuinenes of e Khalifat a.gitation. From the faot 

~
a~ ~he leaders f the extI'1:'lmi t pa.rty occupy. a pr?minentJ 
ltlOn amonO' t the e ponent ~f the Mo lim Vlew the 

i eliM wa inevitable tha.t t~is agitation is being 
en~ineered for political purpo es. ~d support was lent 
to this view by certa:n Hindus who a e the pronounced 
.critic of British rule in Jndia sociating themselves with 
the ptopaganda. And matte{ were made worse byeMr. 
q~dhi's pl'oceedng in hi bl~ndering way to proclai a 
ltartal for indus on the Khilafat day and by asking 

m to refrain i sympathy with the Moslems om 
pa,rticipating in the Peace Celebratiom. That no resp ' se 

• was made to thi~ appeal is significant of the 'nterest ta 
~by the Hindus in this matter. But perhaps the worst blunder 
oI)f aU is the expression given to threats that the loyalt 
?f the Ma.homedans will e strained if n unfavourabl" 
decision is O'iven as regard Turkey. From people who 
are engrossed in £,be struggle for existence and have their 

. (,own misfortunes to think about or from men who fought 
for En~land and wero cognizant of the consequences th .­
defeat of itsjIOpponents the mo t that can be. eJ\:f>ected 
is a. symplltRttic regret f~ the trials of their co-religionists 
It.is a little far-fetched to impute to them the slackening 

. of tbeir loya)ty in their concen for th e who, after all, 
• 0 ~ ~ 

ar ptactically stranger, Of course tlie/result of a~i -
~ion any result that i desired may be o~taoined, oor 
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unfortun!'tely the Mahomedan temper is acutely infia.mm, 
,"able. But is this desirable in the inte ~sts of the country 'Itr¥l ' 
of the people especially affected by it? Ta.'1ties like these, 
@>fe calculated to injure a cause whic.h has much to com­
men4 it, and will produce nee~ trouble, for so long a 

, England is responsible for .ne tranquirt~ ()/ India bony' I 
attempt to disturb it would certainly CI1Jt3 nipped in tht! 
bud.( Hartal and boycott in the long rurl' recoil on tho~ 
who resort to such measu 'es for carrying on a, propaO'and 
and how far they are ffective in attaining the cend 
view is doubtful. " t . 

Perhaps the must notable event during the last six 

\ 

months has reference bo th~ disclosures made brfore t~e. 
Hu~er Committee of the ;frightfulness indulged tn . by 
the \I authorities, civil anCl. JJ>1Iitary, ~ring the l~~ 
disturbances in the Panjab. This 90mmittee \\.s pointed 
out ty the Times has no judicial charafjiel' and is mer~-
aha,gad lith the task of investigation. It did not ta1i:c 

llenCJe n o!l(jih, and had no power to, insist on a witn'ess • 
answerin a question, and frequently the most releva.nt"'l 
points failed to be elucidated by the witness proving 
recalcitrant. Itthad no power iTo summon witnesses but 
merely jotted down the statement of such officials a.s th~" . 
Government chose to produce before fiheth. By a most 
lamentable error of judgment the Congress Committee 
wb<t-"h ·waS advocating the cause of the people refused~o take .. 
a part \"1.t.he proceedings and th,e wq: st featulills of the orgy 
of terrorism have not been disclQSed, 'rhe hilbe of the 
findings of both Committees is problemati(,a!, and itois 

I useles~ to specula, on the conclusion~ th,at ,will -b!}. arrived 
-a't':'Wliat we ar~once l'Ded wItl.,most IS plthlly stated bJ'the 
M~nche8ttr f;uardian which writes :-"N ow the question . 



THlbFUTUAE OUTLOOK. 1st 

.'~~lying all'these stories is simple but penerating. 
th what British rule in India mea.ns 7 Do e propose • 
W hold our po~tion there not by wisdom, re traint, and a 
growing partnership of liberty, but by indisCljminate shoot 
ings an-a bombi gs and light-hea.rted fldgginO' 7 I it 

f>e the metto of the TurK, or of the older, not yet 
.L'roisianized EoO' d? Of these questions the final verdict 
{) the Punjab horrors will be the acid test." Sir Mic~a.el 
~ J wy~r in a letter to the 'J.lime hich had commenteg 
.on the disclosures has adopted tIl attitude 0 common 
with the officials in Indilt of reseI1ljJn~ outside criticism 
a~ is probably. surprised ~t . being told that "British 
offlcials in India at;ld e)lew¥e are publio servant and 
.a.rjnot exempt fr) m public c . icism ... ·The J.limes suifer 
nfJ" dictatioi from any., offioial quarter in. regard to . ~ 
p~lic duty." Whtte'trer be the verdict of the H ter 
"ommiJ;tee the peopl~ of India will ever be gratefu to 
~ . l}glish public and the press for the kindly and s 

'Pathetic manner in which the Punjab grieva~ce has been 
aalt with and for the declaration that for the vindication 

of British. justi:e and hu~anity the offeI\ders should be 
s~ .. erely dealt wlth. 
. T i has to aJarge extent neutralised the indignatioQ 
which was· as deep as it was universal. StronO' languao 

as indulg~d in as to the consequences of this .shock po 
the fe6!ings of the peo~le but; it wa no stronger thtP t at 
.u ed by tlf glish prlss which recognised that fl.-needle 

. ,train had een put on titeir loyalty and that a repetition 
he condu,gl complained of would drive them to open 

1 rebellioa. Th~is a strong feeling in Ii ~un~ry. tb 
. tile d claration of open rebellion in the Pu4fljah was most 
.gratuitiollS and t·he impos' tion £ martial law mo~t iniq~i-

• 4;t 
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.tious. Any other conclusion armved at ty the H~~/ 
Committee will again arouse the dormant disconte of 
the veople and if to this be added the agitatiifd on the Khila" 
fat question, in respect to w~h strenuous efforts are being 
made to draw i the Hindus, it can easil be surro BeG cn., 
the future outlook is not v~ry reassul'ln ( " • f : 

j I "'" 

~ f1 ' , -j.' 
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