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reins from the East India Company, and since then India has been .
| ‘an integral part of the Empire. There was then, and there is now,
~a general desire on the part of the people of these islands that |
- Government should be absolutely impartial, to her own good and as
far as may be in consonance with her own wishes and 1deals. C&l .,‘
. any man say in face of the recorded facts that this is the case in
. matters industrial and commercial ? One of the most glorious paguf‘
/in the history of the British Empire is that which records how on -
- the outbreak of war in 1914 the millions of our fellow subjects in
India sprang to the side of Britamn. Equal justice to India ! Nay,
more than equal justice, large-hearted generosity is her due. How &
better can this oneness in ideal be resented and perpetuated than
by finding men to guide and means to provide for the restoration to
its old high standard of bher cotton industry. And even as we
should thus be greatly benetting the millions of our Indian fellow
subjects most of whom are always living very near to the border
line of poverty and famine, we should also be greatly helping our-
selves by rising their financial status, at one and the same time be
providing a supply of raw-material for Lankashire spindles from the
cotton ﬁelds of India. v

India's Population Poorest in the World.

We now turn to another branch of the cotton indust:y. Thg |
manufactured product from the raw material : its distribution. Of
the total annual product of the industry we have seen that five-
eighths is exported. The amount exported annually on the average
of the five years 19og-13, yarn and manufuctures taken together, was =
A112 millions. To India alone we exported out of the total 29
millions. In the case of raw cotton we have seen that the law of
the even distribution of load is seriously infringed by dependmg
upon one single country, the United States of Amenca, for three-
fourths of our supply. The same thing is repeated in the case of the

. disposal of the manufactured product from the raw material. We
. depend upon one country, India taking more than one fouth of the
total exports. It is true that she has a large population, it is also
- true that it is the poorest population in the world. The policy
hitherto adopted of putting a brake on the internal industrial dev
' lopment of India is d'wasterous, in that it consists of the senseless
ormance desmbed in ancient adage as ‘killing the goose that
m: the golden eggs.’ It is certain that in the not very duuut
~ future America will absorb all the cotton she grews,
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Agricultaral Suicide in Bogland. o

Before leaving this branch of the subject it may be as well to
int out that the operation of Nature’s laws and forces is not |
fined to the cotton industry. ‘The Reign of Law’ is all
mbracing. We will cite a few other industrfes in order ‘to point a
ral or adorn a tale’ Agriculture is the greatest of all our national
dustries, and not only intrinsically but extrinsically, of great
mportance te the country at large. Food is the first necessity of
he people. A prosperous agricultural industry is conducive to the
commonweal, in that while on the one hand it supplies food, on the
other it is a purchaser of the goods from the manufacturing districts.
depressed agriculture is, on the converse, a dead weight on the
nufacturing interests. The relative importance of agriculture is
learly shown by the following comparison of production and
‘persons engaged.

Census of Production (1907)

Production. No. of persons employed.
griculture £,210,000,000 988,210
176,000,000 572,869
oal Mining 123,000,000 840,240
ron and Steel 105,000,000 262,225

In 1861, 1,803,049 persons were engaged in agriculture, so that
h 40 years the number of persons employed in it had fallen to one- !
alf. Over a million acres had gone out of cultivation and agricul-
“tural land values, i.e. rents, had decreased by millions sterling. And
‘we are living in a fool’s paradise, depending upon America for one
urth of the imported food of the people.

‘Dynamics is the science that deals with force and inertia.
Cotton Dynamics is the same with a difference ; it deals with forces
‘and inertia,” With these words we commenced our investigation.
ou can not see the forces of nature, you see the effects of opera- |
on of forces and the laws which control them. So in the cotton
ndustry the effects of the forces are what we see. What then have
we seen ? A3

India Dumping Ground of the World.

The principal cause of the decreasing trade with foreign

countries is due to the establishment by them of cotton industries of
their own. For the better development of these British goods are J\

. excluded by means of heavy duties. The lowest average on com ‘j



goods is in the case of Italy 37 per cent and highest avmf&
P‘ ‘Russia with 203 per cent duty. The highest specific duty is le
| by the S. A. viz, 375 per cent on sewing cotton. These fo
| countries which began by excluding British goods, so as to en
~ their home markets to be supplied by their own manufactu
5 finally produced a surpius, for which they had to find a ma
,L By our action in 1861 of abolishing the duties upon all manufactu:
' goods, we provided for the surplus the only great open market
the world. It was then to the British Empire that the surpl
manufactures of all the foreign countries came duty free.

In face of the fact that foreign countries were raising what
| tantamount to prohibitive duties against our manufactures,
dehberately threw away the only weapon for self-defence which
possessed—the power to bargain. Those foreign countries had
at their mercy, and from then till now they have mercilessly puni
our manufactures, while building up their own, tili they have becon
formidable opponents not only in all the foreign markets, where th
have trading advantages over us, but also in the United Kingdo

~'where by fair means or foul they are undermining and destroyi
one British industry after another, compelling us at the san
time, helplesslv, to buy from their own trade essentials, att!

\ own prices. :

The exports of textile machinery to foreign countries
increased pari passu with the decrease in the exports of cotton go
Japan is an Ally ; she excludes British cotton goods*by import d
and that notwnthstandmg, is allowed free entry to all British Emn W'
markets, except those of the self-govérning Dominions. The Eng
language has the largest and richest vocabulary in the world, a 1

et it can not supply words strong enough to suitably describe tl ff_ ;
neffable folly of one-eyed politicians, with that solitary option ﬂ
“upon the ballot box.”
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INDIA IN JAPAN.

Marquis Okuma on India.

| Z# ““the Journai of the Indo-Japanese Association” of Yam
lm Hargm Okuma contributes an article on “The Post-Bell ,
apan”’ in which he obligingly refers among other 7

\b Iuﬁa h is indeed very inferesting.




First of all, let us be liberal and large-minded enough to

preciate and sympathise with China. Her people belong to
-same race as we, and use the same written language as
‘and it ought to be no difficult question for us to enter into
intimate national and economical relations with them than
oresent.  In addition to this, let us endeavotir to establish closer
macy with the Southern Pacific Islands, and what is vastly more
portant, with India. The nations of the East can not generally
be regarded as highly advanced, and it is the duty of Japan to
guide and assist them in their onward progress. $She can thus
ke a valuable contribution to the peace of the world and to the
idvancement of civilisation.

Let me upeak of India a little more. Several months. ago,
. R. D. Tata, a member of the famcus Tata House of Bombay,
ited this country, He complained that it is to be much regretted
at the Japanese do not pay due respect to the Indian people ;
hough the latter welcome the former as friends, some of the
ormer, imitating the example set before them by Englishman, are
to treat the Indian people with contempt, and that under such
rcumstances it would not be possible for the Indians to be on terms
f intimacy with the Japanese, however much the former may desire
, the result being that the feelings of Indians towards Japanese are
nerally undergoing a change for the worse.

Such is the cry of disappointment of the Indian people. Their
ust in us and their sympathy with us seem to be undergoing a test,
nd if this state of things continues much longer, friendship between
he two peoples will suffer, perhaps irrevokably. This is, indeed, a
/ery serious question with us, and so long as our people do not
cknowledge their own fault and determine tg be wiser, they can
ver be expected to achieve any considerable economical or political
uccess in foreign countries, for to be a great people, we must entirely
0 away with egotism and race prejudice, and while we endeavour to
lop ourselves, we must show respect for and sympathy with other
oples, and assist them in their efforts to progress.

If intimate national and economical relations can be established
veen all the countries of the East, and their co-operation secured,
n the peace of the Orient will be a great contribution towards
ing the peace of the world and the happiness of mankind.
has been, and will be, my ideal.

- If China can be developed and advanced by the efforts of Japan,
only the East, but also the whole world will be benefitted.
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Conmdenng ] s geographical position and her historical and '
T‘ “racial rehnon:p‘:lth China, it is evident that she is better fitte
" than any other nation for the accomplishment of this noble

~ Again, if Japan can become more intimate with the Southern Pacifi
[ Islands and with India, this in itself will be instrumental in bringing =

* us to a better understanding with England and other powers. : i
' East and the West can thus be united in a much closer tie o

friendship, which will be a great step towards securing the peace
. the world. g

Situated outside the sphere of Western civilisation, Japan has
yet been able to make wonderful progress by adopting and
digesting, by means of a special aptitude, westarn science and
civilization. On this account the Japanese are often citicised
unsurpassed in imitative traits but lacking in creative genius. ;
is not necessary for us to enter into a discussion of this criticis
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which, -however, our people should always bear in mind and
endeavour to be more earnest in political, economical, social and
other matters. Unless we do 0, we can never have a cmhuuom
of which we can boast that it is our very own. il

. iz

Perhaps the only means of securing the lasting peace of th
‘ world is to be found in the thorough understanding between,
" the eager co-operation of, the Japanese, Slavs, Germans, French, =
English and people of the United States. Whether this can be
realised as the outcome of the present war still remains to be séen.
Meanwhile, it will be well for us Japanese to be more liberal ar
magnanimous to appreciate the urgent need of the united effo
of the different races for the establishment of peace, and to attemy
to come to a more complete understanding of, and greater symp
with the economical and political situations, as well as though
and ideals of other peoples, so that our beloved Nation as
« Peace-Maker of the East may discharge its duty to perfection.

INDIA IN SOUTH AFRICA.

A mass meeting of the Indian Comaunity was held in Janua
‘last in the Muhammadan Madrassa Hall, Durban, for the purpose
’\eonsldenng the advisability of placing their grievances and deum
before the proper authoritizs and also to elect deleguu for
ontheommg South African Conference.




‘Secretary.

| The Chairman in the course of his speech, said :=—~We have now

" assembled here for the purpose of considering what steps to take
B‘% regard to matters connected with the great«National Movement
fm”king place both in South Africa and India.

' After referring to the Allied victories in the War, he said :

.. At a time when the phase of the civilised world is going to be
?._”Qvolutionised, as a sequel to this great war, we South African
“Indians, want to know, where do we come in the adjustment of
{the new state?, We have patiently waited all these years with the
"hope that the Union Government will spontaneously right our
“wrongs and inaugurate the proverbial British System of Administra-
| tion, based and acted upon equality and justice, but unbappily, as
gyet we find no signs of its forthcoming from any responsible quarter,
we have no other choice in the matter than to submit our present
ndition to the British people with a view to enable them to judge
{it in the new light of things. )

?L It is a matter of great pleasure for me to state here that our

! countrymen from all parts of South America are going to assemble

in Cape Town next week for the purpose of deciding an uniform
{course of action for promoting the cause of the South African
| Indians. This is the first time that a United South African Indian
 Conference is going to be held, and I believe, I am echoing the
'@opinion of all assembled here whenT say, that we wish every
| success to the Conference, and we ardently hope and pray that

| good will come out of the Conference.
| The following resolutions were unanimously passed :

EL “This mass meeting of the Indians of Natal respectfully ventures
{ to urge the claim of British Indian Subjects for the extension of
of Franchise rights and this meeting prays that the Union Govern-
‘ment will be pleased to introduce the necessary legislation in the

‘Union Government.

g In view of the fact that since the absorption of the four Self-
governing Colonies into the Union, British Indian Subjects have
-é erived very little benefit thereform, this mass meeting, in order
' to render the Union a meaningful expression, requests the Union

movement of Indians throughout the Union.”

~ Mr. A. D. Padia presided and Mr. J. M. Francis acted as the

. Government to remove the inter-state restrictions placed upon the




k.j}:British Indian subjects here derived very little benefit therefrom, =

. and as the word ‘Union’ has been rendered a meaningless expression
@ by the perpetuvation of a parochial policy, this conference of Indians,
b."'z‘npresenting the Cape, Transvaal and Natal, resolves to ask the
£ Uanion to amend the laws that operate oppressively against Britis h

| Indians, including the Act that prohibits the free movement

| Indians throughout the Union.”

[ “That this Conference of the Indian community, representing
 Natal, Cape and the Transvaal, respectfully ventures to draw the
_ attention of the Union Government to the advisability of repealing
. the laws governing the indentured Indian immigration into Natal,
~ as the Government of this Unicn and India have abolished the
~indenture system, and seeing that the existence of the Indian Immig-
" ration Trust Beard is inimical to the interests of the Indian labour-
| iing class, this confeience respectfully prays that the Governm
“will be pleased to take into their immediate consideration the request.

contained herein.” i

It was decided that a deputation be appointed to wait on t
. Minister of the Interior and to submit the resolutions passed at th
- Conference for his consideration.

“Having regard to the fact that since the formation of the Sou
. African Union, British Indian subjects have derived no benefit there-
_ from and as the laws founded on account of colour still disfigure
. the statute books of the Union, inflicting considerable hardship,
annoyances and in,ustice to British Indian subjects, this Conference
~ of the Indian community in Natal, Cape and the Transvaa
. respectfully ventures to ask the Impenal Government and other
I Allied Powers not to concede the conquered territories in German
| West Africa to the Unicn Government until the latter Gover
| 'ment repeals all the obroxious laws eracted on racial and
|« gious grounds, and restore to them the rights of which they w
| “deprived and to which they are entitled, being equal tax-payers’
|* the State. This Conference authorises the Chairman to cable t
~ foregoing resolution to the Right Hen. the Secretary of Stat
he Colonies.” :
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“The Conference resolves to send at least two Indian dblegnesu |
om each Province of the Union to attend the special session of ~§“J
“the Indian National Congress to be held in London, in order to
support the claim of their motherland for autonomy, and that this
“Conference authorises the delegates to place-sthe cause of - the Sl%;
A. Indians before all constituted authorities and others who are 1
mpnble of wielding authority over the Union Government, with a
wiew to securing equal nghts for all civilised peoples in South \i‘

Africa.” ,*

“This Conference resolves to establish a committee consisting of
. 36 members, each of the Provinces contributing 12 members, for
. the purpose of devising ways and means of bringing about a uni-
~ fication of the Indians in the Union, and authorises this committee
. to submit a coustitution for consideration to the next South African
,.'Conference
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 “The Conference strongly protests against the action of the
local authorities of the Cape Province in refusing to grant licences
~ to Indians solely on account of nationality, and urging on the
- Provincial Council the necessity to amend the Ordinance so s to
~ allow an appeal to the Supreme Court.”

i Inpursuance of the resolution passed by the South African
ﬁlndxan Conference a deputation consisting of all the delegares
. from Natal, the Transvaal, and the Cape, headed by the president
B‘vShelk Ismml, waited on Sir Thomas Watt, Minister of thelntenor,
£ by the end of January. ‘

. Mr. M. Alexander in introducing the deputation referred to
~ the fact that that was the first Conference of Indians held in South
";,Africa.

Mr. P. S. Aiyar, on behalf of the deputation, read a statement
iving an exhaustive resume of the positions of Indians in the
nion, and suggested remedies that would meet the requirements
£ ~ of Indians domiciled in that country. i

Mr. M. C. Anglia stated the grievances of Indians in Natal 7
- while Mr. P. K, Naidoo, on. behalf of the Transvaal delegates, - 44
Z‘{ wventilated their grievances; and Dr. Gool spoke for the Cape
~ Indians, g ll
; The Minister after a patient hearing expressed himself sym- %

D

DA

thetlcally and the deputation withdrew after thmkmg the
_minister. 28



SIR J. D. REES ON INDIA.

over the signature of Sir ¥. D. Rees, M.P.)

He is a part, and, being who and what he is, necessarily a

Lord Chelmsford. It was Lord Chelmsford, who, succeeding
4 Hardinge as Viceroy, found conditions in India such, that

ach as he has always proved himself hitherto to be, he considered
‘an advance in the direction of self-government an urgent necessity,
' such as could not wait till after the War. Indeed, he found the
“\};}nssure of War, and the conduct of Indian princes and peoples
{ during its progress, such as to precipitate the necessity for giving
once an instalment of a Constitution, the eventual grant of which
[ has been inevitable ever since we ourselves decided to educate
_India in Western ideas of Government. We created in fact an
_intelligentsia, resembling in many respects that which next alter
!'German intrigue contributed in no inconsiderable, if not in the
« chief degree, to the ruin of a Russia, in which there was no place
2and no occupation for a generation brought up on a diet of modern
democracy.

. German gold and German intrigue indeed stimulated this body
vin India also into sedition, if not into revolt, and Lord Chelmsford
- made such representations to the then Secretary of State, Mr.
- Chamberlain, that he arranged to go out to India to inquire and

_confer with the Viceroy. His unexpected resignation and Mr.

' Montagu’s appointment to succeed him, transferred this duty to
the latter statesman, whom 1 have known throughout his Paliamen-
i career as a man of very great ability, with a high sense of

\w lic duty.

“'ngly attacked at a recent meeting of the new Indo-British

53

sociation, but if the House of Commons is dny reflex of public

inion, and if the Councils of the Sccretary of State and of the

m of - Government is best for India, there would be a great deal

[The following appeared in the “Reynold’s News of November

“The so-called Montagu proposals are not Mr. Montagu’s propo-

ge part, of them, but they are the joint proposals of himself and

a practical and moderate man of statesmanlike views and attitude, =

|\ . His proposals for the better government of India have been

geroy, composed of the most distinguished Indian authorities of
day, are judges of Indian questions, the view of the new
ociation are not likely to prevail. If the question were, what
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a: to say for their attitude, and itis by no means eermn that tk
- proposed changes will lead to better government.

- out a pledge given last August in Parliament to the effect that the
~ policy of the Government shall be the graiual dcvdlopment of se
- governing institutions in view to the ultimate realisation of resp

- sible Government in India.
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~ not accepted and acted upon without any avoidable delay justifiab

- that extremists in both directions, and particularly the Ind‘uuj
- extremists, will have none of them, while they appear to satisfy

- . The Indian National Congress seems to have split for good up on’
- the Montagu Report, but so unreliable are newspapers and press =

- arrive some weeks hence. Meanwhile certain obvious facts myv

‘Congress, the wedge was there. The old leaders never accef

But the question is what steps are to be taken and when to can

The policy may of course be mistaken. But there is no mist:
possible as to its acceptance in the democratic House, and as |
the necessity for giving effect to those, or to somewhat simllm
reforms.

It is difficult to avoid the conclusion that if these proposals atq{

dlsappomtment will result, and further difficulty experienced in
governing India. The best proof of their moderate character

moderate men at home and in India.

Everything must now await the result of the General Elecnon‘, J'
but all the news from India, and the results of such inquiries as
had been held since Mr. Montagu’s return, confirm the position
taken by him and Lord Chelmsford, and proves that India by‘itq

pr{&&

| articulate section will accept what is oﬁ'ered by way of reform, but

wants it without delay. e
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MR. RAMSAY MACDONALD ON INDIAN i
CONGRESS. ¥

(Labour Leader—Sept., 1918).

cables that we must reserve final opinion until the Indian mai

pointed out and accepted.
Before the Montagu Report came to drive a wedge thr

Mrs, Besant, Mr. Tilak and the new Home Rule movement.



- The me who had grown up in the earlier stages of India’s
mand for a liberal political policy found that their success came in
form, not of a political triumph against the Government, but of &
ew movement in the Indian opinion, far bolder in its expressions
d demands and much more fundamental in its conception of
litical liberties. ‘
This new movement brought new leaders ; it was more moving |
n the old in its appeal and brought new adherents. Mrs, Besant |
nerging from Adyar and the more confined fields of theosophy,
lipped to the front and joined hands with Mr. Tilak. In manyi’f'v1

arters she was not acceptable, but in the more advanced sec!iom,‘;i

was, and her contributions by voice and pen, enormously aided |
‘ the stupid persecution of the Government, have given hera
. status and the Home Rule movement an impetus which they would
not otherwise have had.

e e TR

The new adherents also made the movement for the first time
‘popular.” The old Congress did lack a popular mass. It had
~ the support of the educated and the middle class. It was just open
' to the suspicion that it was a movement of landowner’s, capitalists,

d lawyers, and some of its resolutions on political subjects and
§ neglect of certain popular interests gave colour to that suspicion.

low, village life has been influenced and political tides have
. made their motions felt at greater depths in Indian existence
| then ever before. India has gone far and fast during the last
. four year.
K ~ That being so, another change was inevitable. il
| Hitherto India has had go appear to be unanimous. The
| Congress was an Indian movement against a non-Indian bureau-
| eracy, and this had to remain so until the fate of the bureaucracy
. was settled, and the general claims of India admitted. Then it was
- no longera United India demanding the recognition of Indian rights
. that was required, but the rights being recognised, an India of
i}'{;hrious schools of opinion and outlook, working out India’s destinies
by confiict, debate, and rival methods. Congress has divided
. because a united Congress has done its work.#My old Congress
I‘&M Sir Dinshaw Wacha, Surendranath Banerjee and the others

nust see in this their own success even if they are sad that events
ve taken this form.
' Mrs. Besant, with her British political experience, will not miss
e siguificance of what has happened and ought to be able to give
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~ the new, movement wise guidance. What we are seeing is
~ patural evolution of a right and a left wing in Indian pohtiel,

Ef consequenual upon the freeing of the Indian politieal mind to

| discuss Indian political policy on its own merits and not ‘merely nﬂé

. against the political policy of the bureaucraey.

) So far from regretting the division, 1 believe it is natural, m&
1 should welcome the definite formation of two wmgs-—pronded the
- right keeps decidedly Indian and does not allow the left to force it |
into an unnatural alliance with the bureancracy, and of this I see
no signs. 1 have the fullest trust in the Moderate leaders. They
have still a great contribution to make to Indian political liberty.
Their attitude to the Montagu Report is mtelhgent consistent, anﬁ

.
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‘ wise, and they will have enormous influence in modifying it in the

%‘ right direction and in reaping from it a rich harvest. ;
B / o
;:::, _— 44
i SIR SUBRAMANIA IYER. £

But the left is also essential. India now requires robust
independent thought and action. When Sir Subramanya Iyer flung
back his knighthood at the feet of the Government in consaqnenoeﬂ*
of the attack made upon him by Mr. Montagu in the House ot} o
Commons, he did a fine thlng It is that spirit which is to awake
. India from a subordinate and cringing attitude and spirit, and Indxa,,‘ 1
- sadly needs such an awakening. B

The life of ‘India is to depend #pon the two sides honestly and "
fearlessly setting forth their own views independently of each other,
~but with a sense of responsibility and tolerance. The days of %
_ meaningless compromise declarations, patchworks of the opinions
~of both sides and acceptablc in reality to neither, have passed. India
‘must know what its sections reply, think and choose between them.
~ Perhaps our own Labour movement is going through a somew
~ similar evolution.

On the actual‘pomts of immediate division little can bemi

. with profit, till we have full reports of the Special Congress in fror
o( us. The comments cabled here are pettifogging, There
ent that the Montagu Report must be taken as a basis, mu:

«fbe criticised and amended. That a time limit should be pla
"upon the transition stage between the bureaucracy ani
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ON INDIAN REFORMS

srnment 1 consider to be of very minor importance. Indian
ablic opinion will settle that if it be worth its salt. ¥
~ That kind of guarantee is always elusive, That there should be |
agreement on the details of self-government I believe to be of
greatest importance, and of equal importance is a determination
p eliminate from the Scheme all committees and coancils and
owers which, set up nominally for the transition period, will acquire
such authority during it that they will become blocks in the end to
‘the realisation of a proper system of self-government.
. I should therefore concentrate opinion on the abolition of*the
‘Secretary of State’s Council in London, the appointment of two Under-
- secretaries, one of whom should be an Indian, and an arrange-
- ment of councils and executives which should take political control
“out of the hands of civil servants and put it in those of the elected
legislatures. That done, we may trust that the system will evolve it- |
self, and the creation of a real public opinion in India will take care
| that the evolution is not unnecessarily delayed.

iy SIR. §. P. SINHA AT THE PRESS CONFRENCE.

! ,Speaking at a conference of the Overseas Press Deputation in
Oct. 1918, on the situation in India and the bearing of the proposed
changes of the constitution npon it, Sir S. P. Sinha (now Lord) said i—

It had been always understood that the ultimate goal to the
system of government in India should be responsible government. It

- was small wonder that Indians who had been educated on English

© literature should aspire to the introduction to the East of the prin-

. ciples of democracy which had developed in the West. There was |

- mo reason to believe that thos€ principles would not work equall i

. as well in other countries as they had among Western nations. A.ﬂ B

- systems of government were progressive and he admitted that India
must pass through many stages before she was as well educated in
| the application of democratic principles as Enngland was. Speak-
= as an, Indian, he would say that the Montagu-Chelmsford
‘scheme was valuable not so much because of the measure of imme-

- diate performance which it gave, as of the promise of greater per-

yfé);‘ﬁ,tmaace which it contained. If the scheme was carried out in its

. 'main principles, with possibly some of its 190 cautious checks and .

»unter-checks eliminated, he thought it would give satisfaction to the

Sedlbc
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bulk of the people of India. Judging from newspaper reports

ind from communications he had received from India within the last E
few weeks, he thonght he was justified in saying that the more the
people of India studied the Montagu-Chelmsford scheme the more
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~of their acceptance,

[
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 border of starvation. Half the population never had a fuoll mul

. said ‘that he noticed the other day that Sir James Meston had bees
| reported as having said that India was in a great state of prosperit

Wm

SINHA AT ﬁ’kzss CONFERENCE

they were coming round to the opinion that it was a measure wortk

The Economic Situation. "
Referring to the economic conditions of India Sir S P.

He had reason for believing that Sir James Meston had been m
understood. It was not a constitution alone that was wanted fo
India, but contentment and prospentv However efficient the sys-
tem of Government might be in India, it wouid be generally admitted
that India was a very poor country, and unless the whole policy

« daisses faire was changed, was likely to remain so. India had n
. been prosperous for a long time past and was not prosperous now
 India had been the hewer of wood and the drawer of water Jor the rest:
of the Empire. She desired and demanded a place in the Empire.
worthy of her glorious past, of her present resource, and of the part
she had been privileged to bear in this war. With a peaccfﬂ\ |
people, fertile soil, and unlimited reserves in men and matenal thewf‘
was no reason why India should not be as prosperous as-any other 3
part of the Empire. They looked to the rest of the Empire, and
particularly to England, to find the remedy. The industrial developr
ment of India was the most essential need of the present moment.
Without an increase of prosperity it was useless to expect India. IO
be content and loyal to ils connection with the Empire. It was no
wonder that the educated classes of India were contmually as
what was wrong with the Government, because after all, it was thﬁ_‘
function of the Government and not of the people to see ‘that thqre?"'
was prosperity in the land. Literally millions in India were on the

in the day, and means must be found to remedy this
of things. It was essentially necessary to take steps with regard xﬁk
the constitution as a means of bringing about contentment i
&rosperity What was wanted was democratic government,
ere was no reason why it should not work equaily as well in
as in. any other country. The object of the war was that
peop]e should have the same chance and right of self-development,
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IMMIGRATION PROBLEMS. ©

The following papers regarding reciprocity in matters of imgi-
ation between India and the Dominions are published fom ‘
formation of those interested in the subject :~=
Extract from a letter from the Colonial Office to the India Oﬁc.
From Colonial Office to India Office, No. 35892.

Downing Street, 7th Aug. 1918 {

Sir,—I am directed by Mr. Secretary Long to transmit to you,
to be laid before Mr. Secretary Montagu, copies of an extract from
the Fifteenth Day’s Proceedings at the Imperial Conference, to-
gether with copies of the memormdum prepared by Sir S, P. Sinba,
I am &ec.,

‘\ HENRY LAMBERT,

SN2

The Under Secretary of State of India.
Annex. [:—Memorandum by Sir S. P. Sinha,

The views and recommendations of the Indian representatives
~_on the position of Indians in the Self-Governing Dominions were
placed before the War Conference last year in the form of a
. memorandum which appears as an annexure to .the printed report
. of the Conference. The subject was discussed on Friday the 27th
%} April 1917, and the “ Conference unanimously accepted the prin- |
i ciple of reciprocity of treatment between India and the Domlmom, ‘
md recommended the memorandum to the favourable conslderatlou

the Governments concerned.” It is mainly with a view to
-;]\th.tmg information as to whether any action has been actually

, and, if not, how soon it is likely to be taken by the Govern-
‘ment concerned to give effect to our suggestions that a few of the
ding questions are mentioned in the present note. :
' 2. The Indian grievances dealt with in the la.st memorandum |
Il conveniently under the following three grou ‘
(x) Treatment of Indians who are already settled and mdelt
the Self-Governing Dominions,

5

[+ E=



Tk

'm"‘.n} IN WAR CONFERENCE,  [Ave.7.

~ (2) The dxfﬁculms and disadvantages of Indians intending to
visit the Dominions not with the object of settlement but rar
purpose of travel, education, or business. i
(3) The question of future immigration to the Dominions. )
3. As regards the difficulties of resident Indians, the dlubillty
imposed on the Sikh settlers in Canada, wumbering about 4,000

‘men, of nat bemg allowed to bring their wives and minor children

to live with them, 5 a vety real and serious bardship, and, as was “;?3

pohted out in last year's notice, has caused acute dissatisfaction '-:f
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ongst perhaps the most prominent martial race in India “and
those who flocked with the greatest alacrity to the Indian Army
for the defence of the Empire. This unfair and unnatural prohibi- QH
dion is the more galling because the Indians resident in South
. Africa have, since the passing of the Indians Relief Act of 1914, "'
" the privilege of introducing into the Colony one wife as well as her
‘miner children. The Japanese have the right of taking not only
their wives, but also their domestic servants. No further timé
should be lost in removing the prohibition which appears to be i in
force in Australia also.

4. Of the Indians settled in the Self-Governing Dominions, by
far the largest number is domiciled in South Africa. Cape Colony
has an Indian population of 6,606, Transvaal of 10,048, Orange '
Free Siate of 106, and Natal of 133,031 souls. The Indians Relief
Act of 1914 has removed many disabilities, but from reliable
materials placed before us it appears that there are still many
substantial grievances and disabilities which are not merely of am
administrative character, as General Smuts seemed to be under the
‘impression last year, but are based upon already existing or impend
‘ing statutory enactments.

The following would appear to be some of the principal gnevm-

¢s of South African Indians :—

(1) Tvading Is —It is ry to obtain a license in order to be
‘able to carry on any trade or business in South Africa. Each Province has
its own trading licence legislation, and the tendency recently has been in

Province to transfer the control of licence from the Government b;
mclp‘htleo Although there is a system of appeals from the decisions d"

~the municipalities, e. g., in Natal to Town Councils or to Licensing Appesl |

“Boards, the right of ‘ppesl to the Courts is extremely limited. Thus, in ‘l
Natal, against refusals of application for new licences there is a nghtﬂ »
:Ipasl in matters of procedure, but not of facts, to the Provincial Di ]
the Supreme Court, whereas, in cases of refusal to renew licences j.hu.

48 a right of appeal on facts also. It is genérally contended that the mau
arbitrarily refuse to grant licences to Indians with the improper “ﬂ
ﬂru&objent of destroying Indian trade, and the Indian newspapers q;g

full of such instances. The trading rights of Indians in South Africa are



1iasue. If the Indian community remains at the mercy of their E
in respect of the right of sheir members to earn an honest, liveli
‘trade it is only & question of time for the whole community to become im-
prished and berodnoodloindulmdholoﬂry The re seems to be te
the fullest right of appeal in all cases of refusal of licences to the
ovincial Divmon of the Supreme Court—on questions of fact atowell as :1‘
0 dure,’ 3 .
(2) Padmury and Municipal Franchise.—As observed in hﬁ ycll" —-f
ote, there are stronger and more obvious grounds for extending the muni.
franchise to the Indians resident in South Africa thas* the Parlia-
frauchise. It might be pointed out, however, that we m n
¥ hm introdaction of representative institutions in India this year than ]
last year, and therefore the argument for dopnnng the African ln‘u |
the franchise on the ground of their coming from a country whers
lem&tlve institutions do not exist will carry still less weight now,
there is a strong case for granting the franchise, at least to the richer
Iundian merchants. Their claim to the extension of the municipal franch
| in all the States seems to be much stronger as this right is enjoy.d in N
and Cape Colony, where some Indians are reported to be discharging i
. municipal functions to their credit. The special necessity for the grant of
the municipal franchise will appear from what has already been stated witl {
. regurd to trade licences. |

(3) The Ouwnership of Land.—Unlike their compatriots in Natal and at
_ the Cape, Transvaal Indians, under the old Republican Law 3 of 18865,
% _remain under the disability that they are denied the right to own ﬂ:J
perty, i. e, from having the legal ownenh:p registered in their own
&u The system of indireot ownership, in other words, nominal European *
ership orginally snggested by the Republican Government themselves,
rvvuled wntil quite recently, and is still oocuionnlly adopted. The proo.u |
round about, cumberous and expensive, but the facts are notorious, and
the circumstances are legally recognised by the Courts. i
. Since about the year 1914, the practice has grown up of furming and
; mmng, under the Transvaal Companies Act, 1909, small private compa.
| mies with limited liability, whose members are all Indians (frequently an
. Indian and his wife), and possessing an mdependan'. legal personal for the
,W, amongst other things, of acquiring fixed property. All thess
| transactions have recently received judicial recognition. It is said that ?.
i Mp“ are now being made by interested parties to deprive Indians of
this right of indirect ownership of fixed property. Recently & question was
on the subjeot in Psrhamunt. and the Government spokesman }
it was intended to examine into the question, when the new :
" was under consideration. Advantage has frequently been taken
u of these indirect, bus quite legal, methods to open business
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? , of them, and against which nt,mnpt the Indian community has f
s d ey th w"im,i against Indian owmb!pvoll‘!ddé
the contrary, the prohibition nst C

d priperty should be repealed by Parliament, on the grounds that it
(%o foster insincerity on slludu,t.odeprinlndimofm of the
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elemen hte and responsibilities of citizenship, which are not
even m:.‘ nal natives and other non-Asiatic coloured peoples
Province, and which are possessed by their compatriots in the coast Provin.
ces, and especially in Natal, where the bulk of the Indian population of the
Union is to be found. Transvaal Indians ought not to be compelled to regard
themselves as possessing an inferior status, in this respect, to their compat
riots resident in the coast Provinces, and such a-#tatute ns Law 8 of 1885

in anachronism and opposed to the spirit of modern legislation,

~  (4) Railway Regulations,—In the Transvaal, for a number of years past
the policy of racial segregation has been enforced on the railways. Special
Jegiflation to that end was sought in 1910, but was strenuously opposed by
the Indian community, with the resalt that oertain regulations were
eventuall agreed to, embodied in the papers published in Blue Book Cd.
5368 of 1910 (pages 102.5 and 114), as a time when the Indian community
~ was in a relatively weak position, having its energies fully engaged in the
passive resistance struggle which was then at its height, and which left the
~ gommunity powerless effectively to reeist further encroachments upon its
liberties. But the arrangements therein referred to were of purely local
- application, and were not intended in any way to affect the position or dimi-

”n?th the rights of Indians in the other Provinces. Recently, however,

i e

regulations applicable throughout the Union have been published. some of

i which have already been withdrawn in deference to strong Indian opposition,

. while others remain, in spite of that opposition, not only embodying
g fmisionl contained in the old Transvaal arrangement, but going much |
| farther, and extending to other Provinces of the Union a racial discrimina.
k"; tion not hitherto known there. The Indian community, for a long period of
. years, has consistently fought aginst statutory discrimination based upon |
| racial distinction. Segregation in travelling would only be tolerable if
L%\ designed by statute, where exactly equal opportunities and facilities were ]'

~ provided for the different races affected. This is impossible for ﬁnlndﬂ‘s.,:o
reasons and no such remedy is available. Apart from this, the situation in 4
Trpnsvaal and in South Africa generally is very different from what it w!l'.xq
dn 1910, and less than ever are Indians disposed to depart from the
principle of equality under the law, which they regard as fundamental in
the British Constitution, and for which they have suffered enormously ia
the past, and are prepared to suffer for again. Not only ought the position
of Indians elsewhere in the union not be reduced to the level of that in the
Transvaal, but the latter should be raised to the highest level l.nywhmbk
@ Union. 'v;
The settlement of these and other outstanding difficulties should
e the earnest attention of the Provincial Governments and
nion Government. It should not be forgotten that the bulk
of the Indian settlement in South Africa is the result of the
action of the South Africans themselves, and Natal, where
majority are domiciled, owes much of its prosperity to Indian
labour.” # The whole of Durban was absolutely built up by t
Indian population,” said Sir Leige Hewlett, ex-Prime Minister
~Natal in 1903. In his farewell speech at Pretoria in Nove!
1912, D’r Ghokhale appealed to the European community in
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ng words : “ You have all thc power, and yours, theref
sibility for the manner in which the affairs of this
admnmszered. You owe it to your good name, you owe it \g.
r civilisation, you owe it to the Empire of which you are a put' ‘
whose flag stands for opportunities, for progress, for all whq
under its protection, that your administration should be such
at you can justify it in the eyes of the civilised world.” This
oble exhortation points to an an e of vision which is much nearer
ty to-day than it was in Gokhale’s time, and after | i
nise of “ peaceful and statesmanllkc solution made by Generalw
Smuts last year there should really be no difficulty now. In order
0 enable the Union Government to deal with Indian problems
impartially and promptly, the provision of convenient agency by. ’Q
" which Indian grievances can be brought to the notice of the Local a
overnment authorities would be a first step. The appointment
" a local agent of the Indian Government at Pretoria should be’
0 advantage both to the Indians in South Africa and the South
ican Government which has to deal with them.

5. For the group of questions relating to facilities for travel,, |
ucatlon, or business, it is clear that it should be easy to arrive ‘q
. a liberal and satisfactory solution almost immediately.

. The present position is that the Dominion laws allow persons -
with good credentials to enter on temporary visits, in Canada as
“ tourists ”, and elsewhere by special permits, which presumably
are granted in the Dominion concerned. For instance, Australian j.’,
Circular No. 31 of August 1904 lays down “that any persons,
M Jide merchants, students, and tourist travellers, provided they
are in possession of passports, may be admitted. On arrival in
he Commonwealth the education test in their cases will not be ‘4
N and such persons are to be permitted to land without
restriction, but, in the event of their wishing to stay longer than
ve months, an application for a certificate of exemption ‘
made before the expiry of the term stating reasons for e

|
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ln the case of boma fide students intending to study at any of
Australian Universities, the above requirement of tpead &
ificate of exe ‘f:on appears to be quite unnecessary. The
of the Indian student problem in Australasia has assumed
mpomuce, because at the present moment most of the

world is practically almost shut out from Indian students,
.will be for some time after the War, on account of the greni”e,
/in the cost of living and other causes. Australian Universities
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. are out of the War zone and comparatively cheap, and the Indian
. student is poor, and the West Australian University is only about
- mine-and-a-half days from Colombe. 4

B,
6. Finally, as regards the question aof future emigration of
. Indians to the Colonies for purposes of settlement, there is no {
. cbange from the position which was taken up last year, that in
| this matter the Indian British subjects have a right to expect that =
| they should not receive a less favourable treatment than other
~ Asiatic people who are not subjects of the British Empire.
- this question is not of any immeditae urgency for Indie, and might
well wait future discussion. )
On our side we are being pressed to give practical effects to the =
~ resolution of last year’s Conference. A

7. It is only necessary in conclusion, to emphasise the necessity
of definite action and a forward advance in these matters without |
any more delay. “1 do not lose a due sense of proportion”,

says the Aga Kban in his recent book, “ India in Transim'm-'f il
“ when I say that one of the deeper causes, if not of discontent or
disaffection, at any rate of the distrust of England and Englishmen
that appeared on the surface in India of recent years, was the
strained relationship between Indians and their white fellow-subjects
in East Africa. A rankling sense of injustice was aroused by the
reservation of the best lands for Europeans, and by a succession of
ordinances and regulations based on an assumption of race inferio-
_rity, It must be remembered that such a state of injured feeling
evokes a sub-conscious spirit, which in a few decades, may lead
to results out of all proportion in importance to the “ original
causes.” If the Indian representatives did not press this aspect
of the question last year it is not because they did not realise
their force or importance, but because they felt that the sympa-
- thetic attitude of the oversea Ministers made it unnecessary for
. any special emphasis to be laid on the racial aspect'of these
' questions. A most excellent start was made last year and the
. impression created in India was most favourable. It would bea
- thousand pities if steps were not now taken to give effect and
tangible shape to the good understanding and mutual comprehen-
| sion attained last year. It is also obvious that these important
. Questions should be settled not in any petty huckstering spirit of
| reciprocity only, far less of militant animosity and retaliation, but
’ ~on those broad principles of justice and equality which are now mori
- than ever the guiding principles of the British Empire, and which
. must be the foundations of the mighty Empire round the shores of

s,
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m Pacific and the Indian Oceans which are slowly but surely niu,'*‘
ore one’s eyes.
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- PROCEEDINGS OF THE IHPERIAL CONFERENCE. 3

~ Annex. 2 :—Extract from Proceedings of the Imperial War Cu-
- ference, 24th July, 1918. ‘
| Chairman:—Mr. Hughes cannot come this morning, MA
© Sir Robert Borden is away- The first subject on the agenda'is
Fﬁ-"i Reciprocity of Treatment between India and the Dominions, on |
-

{

I

' which there is a Memorandum by Sir Satyendra Sinha, which has i
- been circulated, and also a draft Resolution, which I understand is
~_the result of a meeting at the India Office. Shall I read the duﬁ ‘;
Resolution as the basis of discussien ?

£ Sir S. P. Sinha :—As you please, Sir.
Chairman :—The Resolution is as follows : —

. * The Imperial War Conference is of opinion that effect shotﬂd

| .now be given to the principle of reciprocity approved by Resolutlou

4;3 of the Tmperial War Conference, 1917. In pursuance of thll
esolution 1t is agreed that : —

“1. It is an inherent function of the Governments of the
several communities of the British Commonwealth, including Indu.
that each should enjoy complete control of the composition of its

. own population by means of restriction on immigration from any | of
~_the other communities.
+ “2. British citizens domiciled in any British country, mcludul!1
Indla, should be admitted into other British country for visits, for
_the purpose of pleasure or commerce, including temporary residence
for the purpose of education. The conditions of such visits should
be regulated on the principle of reciprocity, as follows : —
“(a) The right of the Government of India is recognised tov
.enact laws which shall have the effect of subjecting British citizens
‘domiciled in any other British country to the same conditions mC
Jmtmg India as those imposed on Indians desiring to visit mdi,m
| country.
. “(&) Such right of visit or temporary residence shall, m elcll«
individual case, be embodied in a passport or written
the country of domicile and subject to wvise there E; OMa
appointed by and acting on behalf of the country-to be thd. w
.,luch country so desires. _}
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. % (¢) Such right shall not extend to a visit or temporary esid
for labour purposes or to permanent settlement.
“3. Indians already permanently domiciled in the other Bnﬁlﬁ
countries should be allowed to bring in their wives and miner |
children on condition (a) that not moreythan one wife and her
children shall be admitted for each such Indian, and ()i that each
individual so admitted shall be certified by the Goveinment of Ini
~ as being the lawful child of such Indian. i
[ %4 The Conference recommends the other questions cowed"
{ by the memoranda presented this year and Jast year to the Confer-§
ence by the representatives of India, so far as not dealt with in the
foregoing paragraphs of this Rr.=olunon, to the various Govemmem
concerned with a view to early consideration.” ‘
. SirS. P. Sinha :—Mr. Long, 1 am desired by my colleague,
~ the Maharajah of Patiala, who is unfortunately prevented from being =
# present to-day, to express his entire concurrence in what I am 4

o
'I
|

~ going to say to the Conference. I also regret exceedingly the
. absence of Sir Robert Bordon, because I wanted to express inhis
_ presence my deep feeling of gratitude for the generous and sympa-
- thetic spirit in which he has treated the whole question, both it
~ year and this year. I desire to express my gratitude to him for the;
great ‘assistance he has rendered, to which I think
_ satisfactory solution which has been reached is very largely due--‘
" " that is, if the Conference accepts the Resolution which I have tbe
i honour to propose.

i Sir, the position of Indian immigrants in the Colonies has bee-
~ the cause of great difficulties both in the Dominions themselves and
5 mﬁcuhrly in my own country, India. As long ago as 1897, tbe
Joseph Chamberlain in addressing the Conference o{
~ Colonial Premiers, made a stirring appeal on behalf of the Indians
- who had emmigrated to the Dominions. The same appealwus
i made in 1907 by Mr. Asquith, and in 1911. = During all this tlmen
% India was not represented at the Conference and it is only dueto
fit the India Office here to say that they did all they cowid to assist
{ us, Inrgrx, the Marquiss of Crewe, as Secrctary of State for(‘
| India, presented a Memorandum to the Conference, which is printed
f\‘win the proceedings for that year, and 1 cannot do better than just

~ read one of the passages from that Memorandum :—
- “Itdoes not appear to have been thoroughly considered that
- each Dominion owes responsibility to the rest of the Empire for
- ensuring that its domestic policy shall not unnecessarily creat

_ embarrassment in the administration of India.
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It is difficult for statesmen who have seen Indians rqheun
'by manual labourers and petty traders to realise the importa
the Empire as a-whole of a country with some three hundre
million inhabitants, possessing ancient civilisations of a very h
der, which has furnished and furnishes some of the finest mili
erial in the world to the Imperial forces, and which offers
fullest opportunities to financial and commercial enterprise.
1t is difficult to convey to those who do not know India the intense
and natural resentment felt by veterans of the Indian Army, who
‘have seen active service and won medals under the British fl
d who have been treated by their British Officers with the
sideration and courtesy to which their character entitles ther
when (ns has actually happened) they find themselves described u}
. fcoolies’ and treated with contemptuous severity in parts of i
| British Empire. Matters like this are of course, very largely be(
yond the power of any Government to control, but popular um-
understandings are such a fruitful source of mnschlef that it see;
' worth while to put on record the grave fact that a radically flll&l‘
conception of the real position of India is undoubtedly rife in many
parts of the Empire. Fii
‘ “The immigration difficulty, however, has, on the whole, been
‘ gg;hyasenes of statutes which succeeded in preventing Asiatic
x without the use of differential or insulting language, It
accepted that the Dominions shall not admit as permanent resident
- people whose mode of life is inconsistent with their own political
and social ideals.

~ *But the admission of temporary visitors, to which this objee-
tion does not apply, bas not yet been satisfactorily settled. If
‘ memons were not so grave, it would be seem to be ludicrous that
regulations framed with an eye to coolies should affect Ruh%
Princes who are in subordinate alliance with His Majesty and ha

their troops at his disposal, members of the Privy Council
the Empire, or gentlemen who have the honour to be H
ty’s own Aides de Camp Iti is, of course, true that no person
such distinguished position would, in fact, be turned back if he
wvisited one of the Dominions. But these Indian gentlemen are
- known to entertain very strongly the fecling that, while they can
freely in the best society of any European capital, they co
set foot in some of the Dominions without undergoing vexatious
chisms from petty officiale. At the same time, the highest
ts in the Imperial service in India are open to subjects of
esty from the Dominions.
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gt “The efforts of the British Government to create and foster :
nse of citizenship in India have, within the last few years, un-
| doubtedly been hampered by the feeling of soreness caused by the
F amtude of the Dominions towards the peoples of India.
b
"

e loyalty of the great mass of Indians to the Throne is a very
~ conspicuous fact, and it is noteworthy that this feeling is mncetel’
‘entertained by many Indian critics of the details of British admini-
stration. The recent constitutional _changes have given the peoplo
of the country increased association with the Government, and
E\'have at the same time afforded Indians greater opportunities of
- bringing to the direct notice of Government their views on the
Z, wider question of the place of India in the Empire. The gravity ,ﬁ
of the friction between Indians and the Dominions lies in this, *q
!hlt on the Colonial question, and on that alone, are united the
. seditious agitators, and the absolutely loyal representatives of !
ﬁf' ~moderate Indian opinions.”

' This, Sir, was in 1911, three years before the War; and if the
g position was correctly described then, you will conceive with how
"‘;3 much greater strength the same observations apply to the present |
- position as between India and the Dominions. Of course, since
| 1911, so far as South- Africa is concerned, many practical grievances =
. which then existed have, I gratefully acknowledge, been removed,
. but there are still many others outstanding. Those are referrad;
. 10 in the memorandum which has been circulated to the Conference,
. and I trust my friends Mr. Burton and General Smuts, to whose

,L _statesmanship South-Africa, including all’ its inhabitants, owes so \
~ much, will be able, on their return to their own country in process
g ~ of time to remove all, or at any rate some, of the grievances to
- which I refer. I recognise that it is a matter of time. I recognise
| their desire to remove those grievances, and I appreciate the dlﬁ-
. culties of getting any leglsla.lon through their own Parliaments for
¢ that purpose ; butat the same time I hope the matter will not be lost %1
_ sight of, and thatan early consideration will be given to matters which
,huve not been the subject of agreement between us on this occasion.
But, Sir, so far as the outstanding difficulty of India is
concerned, I am happy to think that the Resolution whlch
now propose before the Conference, if accepted, will get rid of
hat which has caused the greatest amount of trouble both in -‘
and in India. There are now about 4,000 or 5,000 I think nearer
4000 than §5,000—Indians in the Dominion of Canada, mostlyin |
British Columbia, I think, in fact, all in British Columbia ; and the |
great difficulty of their position—a difficuly which is apprecuted n
":,I‘Bdla—ls that these men are not allowed to take lhelr wives ai
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dren with them. Now the Reﬁolnnon.mplngnph 10
difficulty—that is to say, if it is accepted and given eﬂ'ect
nd I consider that that will cause the greatest satisfaction to
countrymen, and particularly to that great community of Sikhs wh
Thave furnished the largest number of soldiers during the war, and W
whom these 4,000 men in Canada belong. 1
. The principle of reciprocity which was accepted by the Con- ‘-‘.A
ference on the last occasion is again referred to with approval, and |
~ effect is to be given to it immediately as regards some of the most |
. urgent matters concerned. i
 I'have read from Lord Crew’s Memorandum, Sir, the ludicrous
position which now exists with regard to Indians of position visiting
e Dominions. That position will be altogether altered if thﬂm
Conference accepts the second part of the Resolution which I
pose-~namely, that “ British citizens domiciled in any British.
admitted into any other British country, including India, should be
i country for visits,” and that the system of passports now in existence
b be continued, which would prevent any influx of undesirable labour
B lation. :
e I think that, as the whole matter has been before the Conference
% long, it would not be right for me to take up the time of t
onference further. [ venture to think that if this Resolution is
' accepted it will solve many of the most acute difficulties which
¢ bave arisen between the Dominions and India and, speaking
- India, I can assure you that it will cause the greatest satlsfacnon}
‘and will help us to allay the agitation which, particularly at a time
_ like thls, is a source of grave embarrassment. That is all I hnvw

'a. tosa

ir Rowell : There are just one or two observations I shou
E llke to make, Mr. Chairman. May I say how sincerely Sir Robert
- Borden regrets that he could not be here this morning for this queu
" tion. He has personally taken a very keen interest in the question,
| and Iam sure he will appreciate the very kind references which the
tatives of India have made to his endeavour to find a sol
‘ ’lﬂm of the difficulties which have existed formany years between India

E‘ the Dominions in connection with this very important prob

~ + The Resolution as submitted is accepted by Canada.

ar understanding arrived at by India and the Dominions. !
upon it as a matter of importance that the principle implied in

irst paragraph of the Resolution should be frankly recognised by' -
the eommumnes within the Briush Common wealth. We iS¢



ciple of reciprocity, each should exercise full control over its
alation. The other paragraphs of the Resolution give effect
‘proposals which have been discussed before the Committee
p by the Conference for the purpose, and giveseffect in such a wa:
as I am suie we all hope will meet the general approval of the citizens
the Dominions and of India, as well as of the other portions
Empire. We are glad to be able to remove the grounds of
pbjection which India has felt, particularly with reference to the |
berty of the Indian residents in Canada to bring their wives and
minor children to Canada ; but it was felt that this matter could not
be dealt with except as part of the whole problem, and it is in con-
‘nection with the solution of the whole problem that this forms an. |
_important part. ‘il
I think the number of Sikhs in Canada is not quite so large as
ir Satyendra has mentioned. ~While there was this number at one |
me, I think a number have returned tn India, and the number is
now large. I am sure we all appreciate the splendid qualities |
hich the Sikhs have shown in the War, and the magnificent contribu-
tion which that portion of India particularly has given to the ﬂghti%"“
forces of the Empire, and I am sure it would have been a matter of
atification to us all if Sir Robert Borden could have been here
- when this important matter was being dealt with by the Conference *
- I am also confident that the effect of this resolution will be to draw |
~ together the Dominions and India intp closer bonds of sympathy |
ard to cement the bonds that bind our whole Empire together as a
- unit for great national purposes—for those great, humane, and
~ Imperial purposes for which our Empire exists. R
Chairman : Mr. Cook, do you desire to say anything on this?
Mr. Cook: No, I think not, Sir. : ‘ﬁ‘;
Mr. Massey : 1 am very glad that this solution of the difficulty
been arrived at. So far as New Zealand is concerned there is no
ious difficulty. We have very, very few Indians in New Zealand,
nd so far as I know, the people of India have never shown any
‘tendency to emigrate to New Zealand. I simply state the M-—iﬁﬁ,
‘am not able to explain the reason. The objections, I understand,
_have come mostly from Canada and South Africa, and 1 am very
d indeed, from what has been said, to learn that those objections
been removed.  Of course, we shall have the administration of |
law in so far as it does apply to New Zealand, but I do not anti- |
ate any difficulty there, and I think what has been done
t only removes the present difficulties, such as they are, but
vent serious difficulty occurring in the future, I value the Resc
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on that account really more than on any other, © Th
d, as I have said, is not seriously interested in this n
no doubt if Indians had come to New Zealand in conside
bers, objections would have been raised, and it would have
duty of the Government to take the matter in hand. That, he
T, bas not taken place. i
I should like to learn from Sir Satyendra Sinha whether this will
Fiji in any way.  Fiji is a neighbour of ours, and most of our
is produced there. It is not refined there, but is sent to Auck-
nd for refining purpeses. I understand a very large number—I am
ot going into details, but I believe over 60,000 Indians ar
oyed in Fiji at the present time in the production of sugar, I
ply ask the question because the point is likely to be raised as to
rether it will affect them. ¥
~ Sir S P Sinha: In no way. y
~ Mp. Massey: I am very glad to hear it. I hope as far as Fiji
Jabour is concerned that even in Fiji some satisfactory solution of
‘the difficulty will be arrived at in connection with that Dependency
| of the Empire. I know there is a little friction—not serious, but a
| little—but as far as I can understand the position —I do not profess -
' 10 know the whole details —the difficulties are not insurmountable, =
'\ 8ir'8. P. Sinha: The difficulties are of a different nature, I
f‘&pe they have been practically solved. o
{ Mpr. Massey : That is all I wish to say, Sir. e
[ Mr. Burton : The matters which were raised by Sir Satyendra
| Sinha and the Maharaja in connection with this question pres
I suppose, some of the most difficult and delicate problems w
| we have had to deal with, and which it is our duty as statesmen t
g‘,‘;f_ittempt to solve satisfactorily if the British Empire is to remain
. healthy organisation. I am sure we all fecl, as far as we are co
| cerned—I1 have told Sir Satyendra myself that my own attitude h
mﬁem, and I am sure it is the attitude of my colleagues —sympath
towards the Indian position generally. There are, of course,

|
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culties, and it would be idle to disguise the fact that many of these

ties are of substantial importance, which have to be faced in
ing with this matter. But I do not despair of satisfacte
olutions being arrived at.
Sir Satyendra Sinha has been good enough to refer to t
tude adopted by Canada and ourselves in discussing this mat|
n Committee, and I think it is only right from our point of view
dd that the possibility of our arriving at a satisfactory solution. .
; occasion has heen due very largely indeed to the reason g
‘moderate attitude which the Indian representatives themselveg
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| ever so much greater.  As far as we are concemeﬂ, it iy -
to uy—-and it is the truth—that we have found that the l dian:
our midst in South Africa, who form in some parts a m |
- substantial portion -of the population, are good, law-abiding, quiet ‘1
citizens, and it is our duty to see, as he himself expressed it, M
~ they are treated as human beings, with feelings like our own, aﬂ‘
in a proper manner.
As to the details, T need not go into all of them. Paragraph No.
_embodies, as a matter of fact, the present law of the Union ﬁ“g
th Africa. That is our position there, so that our agreement as
that is no concession. I pointed out to Sir Satyendra when we ‘*
re in Committee, that in some of these points which he brought u]f
aﬂ’eclmg South Africa, I thought in all probability, if he wereina
position to investigate some of them himself, he would find that per- |
bhaps the complaints had been somewhat exaggerated. I cannot help ]
feeling that that is the case, but [ will not go into these matters now.
As far as we are concerned in South Africa, we are in agreement mtli
‘this Resolution, and also with the proposal referring the Memo-
randum to the consideration of our Government, and we will glve it |
he most sympathetic consideration that we can, certainly. -
8ir Joseph Ward: Mr. Long. this isa development in con- o
nexlon with the Empire that I regard as one of the very greatest
importance. At the last Conference we made a move in the
direction of meeting the wishes of India, and this Resolution, now
embodying the results arrived at by the Committee which has been ' ';
uiring into this matter, carries the matter, I think rightly so,
 good deal further. T think it is a move in the right direction. 1
The underlying recognition of the right of the overseas communities 74
to control their own populations within or coming to their own ]
_ territories is one as to which no recommendation from this Ooni“‘
ference, if it were made in the opposite to their wishes, could
he least effect within any portion of the British Empire, and in that \A
respect it is laying down a foundation upon which I regard the wh*"«ﬂ
of these proposals as being based.
The important factor in connection with it is this. All .
n«voumnes, at all events, New Zealand, have in the past, from causu*-
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becommg factors that would disturb, mteifefe with, or cha
course of employment. I am of the opinion that the
S su'bmxtted 1s ‘one that would be agreed to by every



1 take the opportunity of saying that sub-clause (B’-‘d the s
ragraph of this draft Resolution “Such right shall not extend t
\ visit or temporary residence for labour purposes or to permanen
, e2ment”—completely meets the position that a good man
peoples have had difficulties about, and I assume the Indian
es are just as familiar with them as we are.
Upon the question of the introduction—although I have nothing
0 do with it as a representative here—of the wives of those men who
have been admitted into Canada, that is, in my opinion, not onl
~wise thing to do, but on the highest grounds, possibly moral grou
| ——it seems to be a legitimate corollary to what the Canadian Domin
| have done with regard to the 4,000 or 5,000 men who are there.
~ And I want to say with regard to the Memorandum which has been
ﬁheed before us by the Indian representative on those several matters,
t as far as I am concerned I have read the Memorandum very
" carefully this morning, and I shall be glad, at the proper time, to give
 the matters referred to the fullest consideration in our country, i
E- Mr. Montagu : Mr. Long, may I just detain the Conference one

‘minute to express, on behalf of the Government of India and
| colleagues, our gratitude for the way in which this Resolation
" been received at this meeting of the Conference. Sir Joseph Ward
aightly said that this Resolution has taken the question a good dea
further. I emphasise that by way of caution, and I hopel shall nof’,
charged with ingratitude when I say that it would not be fair to the
. Conference to regard that Resolution as a solution of all outstanding
j mxcestions. Many of them can only be cured by time. Many of =
m, as Mr. Burton has said, require careful study. But I feel sure
that the spirit in which the Resolution has been met, and the whol
| attitude which the representatives of the various Dominions ha
! taken towards it, will prove to India that as matters progress, and a
gf*ﬁc advances, there is every prospect that Indians throughout th
- Empire will be treated not only as human beings, but will have
¢ rights and privileges of British citizens. ’
Mr. Cook :—Mr. Loong, may I just say one word, lest my silenc
' misunderstood. As my friends know, I attended the Committe
eting yesterday, and concurred in these proposals, and
son 1 do not occupy the time of the Conference is th
e is nothing specifically relating to Australia in them. Thatis

y, many of the things referred to in. this Memorandum are
ressions which have already been agreed to in Australia very
ny years ago, even with regard to the bringing of the wives

children,  Whatever the technical diffculties may be, I do no



; ble occurring along those lines. At uay
one of those who believe that when we admit a man
s we should admit his wife also and his family, and if we
prepared to admit his wife and family, we have no
‘him. It seems to me that is among the elementary. t ‘
cur entirely with the proposal in that respect, but that '“
only outstanding feature of the proposal which can in tk
notest degree affect Australia, I will not take up time in discuss
1e matter, but agree cordially with what has been suggested a
t has been done. I thnk we owe a great debt of gratitude
ndia for the attitude she has taken since this. War began.

an :—Perhaps I may be allowed to say a word li ;
ting the Resolution. It will only be a very brief one.
gar the Conference was specially marked by the addition toom"
ncils of the representatives of India, and I think we all feel thﬁ;'a
made the Conference more complete and more real than it
er claimed to be before, This year sees another steady step 4
" forward and I am bound to say that I think, having followed these
proceéedings very closely—I had the privilege to be present ztgh!’,‘j
eting which the Prime Minister of Canada was good enough to |
mmon last year, when Sir Satyendra put the general case hefote
and | think you will agree that that was a very useful meeti
d started us in the direction which has been consistently followed
ce—1 think this steady advance is due, as has been said, not
y to the wise, moderate, and extremely able line taken by Sir
tyendra and his colleagues—Ilast year it was Sir James Meston
d the Maharaja of Bikanir who represented India with him, while
this year it is the Maharaja of Patiala—but also to the very states-
manlike view which has been taken of their responsibilities by tho
0 speak on behalf of the great Self-governing Dominions of
mlre And certainly I rejoice more than I can say to see t
QL dence of the steady progress of the Empire along those line:
which have been always followed in the past, and which, I believe,
made the Empire what it is—the recogoitien of fundamen
iples, and a steady refusal to deny to any citizen of the Empire
privileges of Empire simply because of the accident of birth.
lity, Iregard this as a very important decision. On behalf of
Conference, I may perhaps be allowed to offer my congratul:
to those who represent India and the Dominions upon t
considerable step in the development of our Empire.
t the Resolution ? :
(The Resolution was carried unanimously.)




MAHARAJAH OF BIKANIR presided on March 1
t a complimentary dinner to Lord Sinha, Under-Secretary
for India, at the Savoy Hotel. ‘

Ir. Montagn, Secretary of State for India, returned from P
r to attend ; and among those present were :—

. H. The Aga Khan, Lord Carmichael, Messrs Fisher,
s Hardinge, Donoughmore, Elphinstone, Cromer, Islingto
Willingdon, Brassey, H. Cavendish Bentinck, the Mal
of Mayurbhanj, Lords Sligo, Lamington, Gainford, Mr, Herb
uel Sir George Foster, Sir Arthur Lawley, Major Sir Philip Grey=
on, Sir Thomas Berridge, Sir W. R. Lawrence, Colonel Si
anlop Smith, Sir Abbas Ali Baig, Colonel Thakar Sadul S
N. Basu, Mr. T, Lall, Sir Charles Balley and others.

Bikanir’s Speech

'he Maharaja of Bikanir proposing the health of Lord Sinha
ad the greatest pleasure in associating himself whole-he:
ord Sinha’s other {riends, whose name was legion, in offe
est congratulations upon the honour which the
eror had been graciously pleased to bestow upon him. Anoth
ct of this function was to enable Indians to express their gratefs
" ion of the true statesmauship and rare stroke of imagina
‘had prompted the Secretary of State to suggest and
to accept Lord Sinha’s appointmeat, which India wel
emphasising the determination of His Majesty’s
carry out without unnecessary delay a substs
of constitutional reform. The Maharaja of B
tribute to Lord Sinba’s modesty and profound .



; grateful appreciation of all that India’s connection with
- m for India, also his high sense of public duty, his poli
and strength of character. He had never attempted to
popularity by playing to the gallery, He had always unh
y spoken and acted according to the diCtates of his con
support of what appeared to him best for India and the
pire, Law, order, and good government had been as dear
d Sinha as the continued political advancement of his count
ese characteristics had distinguished Lord Sinha throughou
career, His sterling weorth had won for him both east and west
k the respect of Englishmen and Indians alike. His country wa
tly proud of this great Indian who had led the way in so m
pheres with such conspicuous merit and success. '

~ 1f there was one Indian whose appointment as Under-Secret
g certain to evoke widespread approbation it was Lord Sinha.
- cordial reception with which the innate sense of justice and fai bla;

haracterising the British people had been extended to Lord Sinh:

ointment virtually unanimously by the responsible press and

ormed public opinion in England, had been noted with lively gra et
ion in India, but there had been a few insinnations and mis- |
resentations by those who posing as experts on Indiahad bee
iduously carrying on an anti-Reform and anti-Indian campaign. =

¥ He continued :—

It is an open secret—and I hear that that popular Governor,
illingdon (cheers) told the story in a sympethetic speech at
pner recently given in his honour—that for some years the high
horities in India had been urging upon His Majesty’s Gove
nt the pressing necessity for a declaration of British policy in 1
on to Indian aspirations. I think I can add without impro

t it subsequently fell to the lot of those of us who had the 'hon
f representing India here two years ago further to press this ¢
ideration. This view was accepted by that high-minded statesm
. Austen Chamberlain. His successor, within a few weeks of rece

nt of the 2oth August, 1917 (cheers), with the full authority of His
Majesty’s Government and the concarrence of the Government ¢

dia. - Two months later, in the Upper House, Lord Curzon showe:
necessity for this action in the following eloguent terms :




in every part of the world without having a repercussior
‘over every hemisphere and every ocean ; and believe
happening in Russia, in Ireland, in almost every cour
, the speeches being made about little nations and the §j
ionality have their echo in India itself. If the noble Viscou:
Midleton) bad been at the India Office in the past summer
d have been the first to bring to us those serious represent
nually coming from the Government of India and its head to h
upon us to take action and make some pronouncement.
cactly what happened, and this statement of policy, not at
iallenging, couched, I think, in most moderate and certainly in well
wught-out terms, was the subject of repeated discussion at the
hin CL"
The Declaration and the official visit to India of Mr. Montag
the express invitation of the Viceroy, were productive of immense
pod (cheers)—a view which is widely shared by both the Prin
people of India.

The Anti-Indian Agitation.

We knew some of gur old Anglo Indian friends too well to
m to be in real sympathy with such a declaration. And no
¢ person will for a moment cavil at honest differences of opinic

iy

at what do we find 7 On the 3oth of October, 1917—several day
fore Mr. Montagu had reached India on the mission with which His
jesty’s Government had specially entrusted him—the Indo-Britisl
ociation held its inaugural meeting in London. The minutes o

roceedings were published under the surprising title of * e
ests of India.” (Laughter.) Perhaps it was chosen because
of the professed objects of the Association is, we are tol
promote and foster the unity and advancement of the Ind
les.” (Laughter) The methods, arguments, and ma
ities of the Association have, however, singularly disguised
ywed aim, and all that we can say is—Save us from
N (Cheers.) y

e Association does not expressly oppose the Declaration.

3 hostility to the policy of His wajesty’s Government is

1 almost every phase of its activity. From the first it has been

veloping a ceaseless pamphleteering and press propaganda. The
sand leaflets it issues so freely are intended to alarm the

ary man as to the condition of India, to belittle in every possib
?eudmd classes of that country (and indeed everyone

i
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mdiugue witbiuv}m, to appe
and class interests at one time o)f th‘:’ worﬂgg
and more frequently—of business firms particip:
trade. Such firms were asked by circular, mtendeﬂ
but which found a publicity unwelgome to :h
scriptions to the Association of any sums
wards. The suggestion was made in this begging letter th
subscriptions could be regarded as ‘“insurance premiums
h interests in India.” We believe in an industrial as weﬂ-
cal future for our country, but we have yet to learn that t
ian Empire exists for exploitation by any particular commerci
’ s. As my right honourable friend, Mr. Chamberlain, publ cly
hen Secretary of State, India refuses to be regarded any lon
economic sphere as a mere hewer of wood and drawer of wat
‘industrial development means increased purchasing power,
h trade stands to gain and not to lose thereby.

Unjustifiable Attacks.

rMy Lords and Gentlemen, if I have not been greatly mlsmform

nk that the word “reaction” has not been entirely unknown
nectlon with your domestic policy (Laughter) And one sectior
jour extremists in this country—for India has no monopoly
this class of people {laughter)—are sounding shrill notes of alars
India. Without going back to earlier occasions, we recollec
t similar cries were raised some twelve years ago, when th
ley-Minto Reforms were under consideration ; but with th
ference, that as there .is now an Indo-British Association 1
form agitation is more noisy and persistent. Uneasily
s that they are fighting a bad case, the Association—an
remarks to-night I include generally the writer and spes
have been co-operating in the campaign—freely resort
esale vituperation and personal abuse, Indians—including
rous and scheming Bengali Peer on my right (laughter)-
indiscriminately branded as agitators, and India represe
seething with sedition and crime.

'l‘he licies of four consecutive Secretaries of State—|
ord .Crewe, Mr. Austen Chamberlain, and Mr. Mon
nd of three consecutive Viceroys—Lords Minto, Ha.rdlm
jord (cheer)—have been criticised in the most nn)ut
the “noncontents” would have you believe that tl
d that the Prime Minnister, His Majesty’s Governm

oy
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of State, the Viceroy, and the Government of

. (Launghter.) We are even asked to believe that
X Lord Chelmsford are out to weaken British nth
and that they are courting a grave political disaster.
of their jeremiad comes to this : Carry the reforms t
responsible government in India, and you strike a blow 3
> of the King-Emperor in India. But they have deliberately
ed the fact that the Indian leaders fully recognize and
eatedly stated that their ideal of self-government can only
ed by India remaining an integral part of the British En
" recogmtion is prompted not only by that deep and uni
of the Indian people to their beloved Sovereign which
on and traditions enjoin, but also by what has beente-
oned attachment.” :

The Rowlatt Report.

‘The mendacity and unfairness of such a campaign is nowh
conspicnous—and that is saying a great deal—than in
phlet of the Association, under the title of “‘Danger in India.
ion and Murder,” an annotated eptiome of the findings of th
att Committee. You can imagine how eagerly anti-reform capis
is made therein of these findings. Lamentable and setiou
 the outrages dealt with in the Report, they relate to the nefa
activities of an infinitely small number out of a loyal I
lation of 315 millions, constituting one fifth of the mhlbi&
the globe. (Cheers.) 14

cannot too often be emphasized that India, especially 'in
decade or so, has been progressing at such a rapid rate
people who left the country even five years ago are not enti
eak as experts. And it is all very well to refer'to isolated
and opinicns of individuals—usually anonymous—clai
yresent this or the other class in India. What India asks is
affairs should be judged as a whoie and by the public decls
of her responsible leaders.

The Ruling Princes.

I must deal with an issue on which I claim a
I -;inowledge at least not inferior to that of the Indo-
n or even of vehement leader-writers in organs ecbohp'
Ghaeu.) The impression has been very freely e
Princes of India are hostile not only to Lord sinhl’



ﬂ%e honour to represent in England for the
s Princes of India, I feel it my bounden duty 1o give to this
presentation the most authoritative and cmpha.tit% denial.
.
May 1 preface what 1 have to say with a word of explan:
is well known the Indian Princes belong to no political p
ther here or in India. Their territories, representing an
-about one-third of the vast Indian Empire, are outside the
British India proper, and British jurisdiction is inapplicable th
The interests of the Princes and their subjects—who constit
¢ than one fifth of the entire Indian population— are thus alre
eguarded in many ways by treaties ot friendship and alliance «
nded, almost invariably at least a century ago, and someu
ger, between the Rulers and the East India Company.
administration ;of British India was transferred to the C
ore than sixty years ago, these treaties were accepted as per
nently binding both by Queen Victoria and the British Parliament.
Such assurances have been graciously reiterated by each succesgive
tish Sovereign in regard to the pledges and rights secur «lwt';,.{’
e Princes through such treaties.

- It follows that in matters relating to administrative refomL
ish India, the Ruling Princes are in the direct sense disintere!
parties, actuated by no seltish considerations or personal moti
ind- that they have no axe to grind. 1 hope that their Joyal
ep devotion to the King-Emperor and their attachment to the

re need no words from me. (Cheers) Their only concern i
e soch measures adopted as wili furthdr popularize, streng!
d preserve the ties that bind England and India together,

ve amply demonstrated time and again that in any matt
gering the Empire they can always be relied npon unhe

ngly to fight for the British Throne, and to range themselves
olid phalanx on the side of constituted autority. (Hear
Nothing is more true than what has been repeatedly siat
high officers of the Crown and the Princes themselves
is a very great and real identity of interests betwcen
sh Government and the Princes. f

Is it conceivable, therefore, that the Princes would be
thy with, much less advocate, measures of a revolutionary
_prejudicial 1o the stability of the King-Emperor's



two years ago, speaking publu:ly in London ﬁ)r
stated that the Rulers of the Indian States, far from
( st or resenting any political advance in British India, w¢
e at such progress. Nevertheless, persistent allegationl to
ry have continued to be made by Lord Sydenham and ¢
has even been stated in a recent book, described in Mr.
. by one speaking with anthoritative knowledge of India, as
ful and spiteful contribution to the study of Indian reform,” tha
of us (and the reference to myself is obvious) do not repre
views of our Brother Princes ; whilst in another page it is ¢
ly ‘asserted that the Ma,hara]a.h of Patiaila and myself
ly re-echoing the “gentle words” of Lord Sinha ! (Laughter).
1 propose, therefore to show categorically and conclusively
ightened and favourable views held by the Prmces of
nerally in this connection.

He then quoted several speeches of Princes to show that the Princes
oured Reforms, the proceedings of, and the sentiments exp J
the last Delhi Conference of Ruling Princes were next refere
he quoted the Maharaja of Scindia.

Turning Point.
My Lords and Gentiemen, we are now face to face with one
most critical periods in the political regeneration of Ing
der the aegis of the British Crown. The decisions re
ndian constitutional reform, ultimately reached in this cou
irrevocably affect, for good or ill, Indiv’s futare po
ress. (Cheers). Thus a very grave responsibility lies on
ty’s Government, and the British Parliament and peopl
with them, by seizing the golden opportunity now offered
'ling the Indian problem in a sympathetic and liberal spirit,
pation, breadth of view and boldness, to bring about the great
iness and the enhanced loyalty and contentment of the peop
dia. Thereby they will be doing a great service, not only |
. but also to the Empire as a whole, and will be ming,
d with the best traditions of Great Britain, the nursing mothg
esentative institutions and free nations. She has tau
preciate fully the rights and liberties of citizenship, which
&htuuany previous time, have become the natural .
every civilized peplc all the world over. Not
'hephcedweﬂon road to the goal of resp



an integral part of the Empire,
still greater share in Imperial burdens and r
deal of what has come to be known as “legiﬁm
er subside, and the anxiety and uncertainty i
fepluced by an ever-increasing confidence in the fulfi
’s glorious mission in India. Instead of being dis
heartened, the ranks of sobriety, moderation, and, res
eceive constant accessions of strength. A loyd deve
contented India will be an asset of immense value t
ire. (Cheers).

A Note of Warning.

pa the other hand, should reactionary tendencies prevail in w
whittling down the reforms or leading to inadequate or hi
ed measures, inconsistent with the spirit and letter of |
aration, a situation of extreme gravity will be created. Spea
‘a strong sense of duty to the King-Emperor and the vast
ire under his sway, 1 wish to sound this solemn note. ’“ )
ing. Should the counsels of the opponents of genuine refo
llowed, feelings of bitter disappointment and grievous wro ,"
| be dominant throughout the length and breadth of India. (Loud.
gers). The full force of that dissatisfaction no man can gauge 3
it must be obvious that in comparison with it the unreab ind
content of recent years would seem small. Should such a sitnatios
¢, it is a matter for earnest consideration, whether the In
le would be held solely responsible at the bar of history
s which would be as deplorable as they would be unfair b
reat Britain and for India. Let me assure you as an In
lndms Princes and people ardently desire progress wi
der, reform without revolution. (Cheers),

Ve are persuaded to expect better things than that the
srnment and Parliament should accept the guidance of ,
. whose activities and constant libels on the Indian peophl :
onsible in no small degree for the unrest, constitute a barrier
r feelings and closer understanding between Indians and
n, and have so baneful an inflaence upon impressi
. Let us not forget Edmund Burke's striking axiom that
empire and little minds go ill together.” As Lord Carmichs
r popular Governor, pointed out in the House of Lords

we cannot stand still ; we must either go back or

p.goback,heaid,isapolicy the peeple of the

By




y in the case of the South African Uni
ceonninly not be misplaced in the India of to-day. (C
two and a balf years before the outbreak of war, His
ty said in his ever-memorable speech at Calcutta ;  «

ix years ago I sent from England to India a message
: to-day, in India I give to India the watchword of h0po.
side I trace the signs and stirrings of new life.” ' ¢

ia has amply proved her right to share in the fairer lnd
which we have all been promised on every hand,
ious termination of the mighty struggle. If the British

will but seize occasion by the hand to shape the pro
s on bold and generous lines at the earliest possible opyp
y will confirm the solidarity of the widely varied dominion:
Imperml Kine Majésty George V by strengthening the mos
ring ties between England and India—those of mutnal trutt’
Ipfulness. (Loud applause.)

My Lords and Gentlemen, I give you the toast of Lord Sinha.

Lord Sinha-

: The Right Hon. Lord Sinha, who was received with grelt
asiasm, said :—

our Highness, my Lords and Gentlemen—I can hardly
sense of gratefulness to your Highness for the very ki
kind, and cordial terms in which you have proposed the

TOUS response. I should be more than human, less than b
nay say so, if I failed to be touched to the innermost rece
by this warm expression of your goodwill towards m
 without exaggeration that it will leave an abiding impre
nind.. Bnt I am sure you will not think me vain enoogh to
generous appreciation on your part of the position to whig
Wn called by the King-Emperor as in any sense person
My appointment as Under-Secretary of State for Indi
 illustration of the principle which Great Britain has
government of oar commonwealth as applied to Indi
Indian sub}ecu of His Majesty, have been holding fas
mny years to the graciom proclunataon of Qu







merely by i!mponsible critics in the Pnu, but
have held high and responsible office in India.

Loyalty of the Educated chuu

&nd sir, I should like to take this opportunity to enter a
it, not so much against scornful sneeis or offensive epithels,
may be left to be their own answer, but against the idea
rs still to prevail in certain guarters that the educated cla
dia are unfriendly to British. If by British rule is
and domination in the name and under the g
tiency, we are opposed to it. (Loud applause.) We should
worthy of our long connection with Great Britain "and of
tion if we were not. It is this critical attitude of mind y
in the past brought down upon our devoted heads invective
tionary politicians and officials.

I do not deny that there have been occasional aberrations on
of a very small number, but I venture to think that, when no
10 enemy intrigues, these have been almost solely due to the
bts and misgivings I have already referred to—often unreason
unfounded, but still there’ I can only express a hope t
future no act or sgeech of responsible journalists and stal
Il foment or add to'these suspicions. cheers)

Sir, I venture to assert that the educated classes, without
n, ardently desire 10 remain within the fold of the British
the status of equal British citizens. They desire equality  wi
pire and not severance therefrom. (cheers.) How oth
passible to understand the thrill of pleasure which was §
ndia when Lord Morley referred to me as “one of the
1l subjects” 7 How otherwise can we explain the wave of
that has passed over India with regard to my
ment ? ' i

British Congratulations.

, I must also take this opportunity to say wbl.ts
nliar pride and pleasvre it is to me that hosts of my
and Brimh friends, officials as well as non-officials,

their congratulations in terms no less appucu
1 am personally concerned, and what is more p
cognizing eqnlly with my own countrymen the



either by cable or by latter, but I take this opp
them again, singly and collecﬁvety,.m : i
e Press, too, both in this country and in India have
_ without exception their sanction and aproval to my
ent and elevation, and I should like to express grateful thanks,
r nyself and my country, for their- generous attitude. I
fardoned for referring to another personal aspect of
know that there are many countrymen of mine far o
g than myself of the honours which have been besto
‘me (“No, no") Ican honestly say, I wish that these hon
one to one of them. Butuppermost in my mind to-d
deed ever since, the thought that there was one: man W
and could have done far the greatest service to Ir
_position to-day were his—Gopal Krishna Gokhale
e¢)—whom India shall ever mourn as one of her
our misfortunes. Nor can I help giving expression 't
nt sense of regret that the true friend of Indian asp 0
‘whom no man worked more hard or more unselfishly
“advancement—Sir William Wedderburn (cheers)—should
@ lived to see what I am sure he would have hailed as a t
new spirit which to-day animates Great Britain in her rels
India. A hjgh British official and” friend of mine has wri
that India has taken my appointment as “‘clearly sh
1is Majesty Government mean business when they ¢
t is their intention to raise India to the position of an
er in the Empire.” (Cheers). :

otic sons and whose untimetly death was one of the g

The Montagu-Chelmsford Scheme.

have no doubt they mean business, and I am confident th
ral and a generous scheme of reforms will be passed by
ment of this country—and that the pre-occupations of
peace and the necessity for full consideration of the R
> different Committees will not cause any great delay,
nfident that a reform scheme will be in operation within the
e months. (cheers.) RO
at present, at any rate, one well conside:
~ public—the Montagu-Chelmsford Scheme.

¥



mesd 4 qu~ cwmm .
of the :
s neither laudation nor abuse, of both by which it
much, but constructive criticism of which ﬂlele

3 parts  of that scheme were accepted by ll&

on : namely, firstly closer connection between
and British India; sccondly, necessity for as cor
sation as posmble between the Secretary of Sm,
ent of India and Provincial Governments ; thirdly
hyfor complete freedom in 'ocal gelf- Government; )
inclusion of Indians in the superior services, ciy
hly, full industrial development ; sixthly broadening
e of Legislative Councils ; and scvemhly transfer of so
as was consistent with the interests of law and order ti
to representatives of the people. Controversy
ally round the extent of such control and the me!
r. He trusted that when there was so much ag
ory solution would be found. Lord Sinba conclu
g toyIndians not to lose trust in England which had
pous proof that she deserved all their trust in the respo!
with which she was entrusted (cheers.)

X Mr. Montagu.
ftu' this substantial feast, gastronomic and intellectual
tant to detain you many minutes. But I do want to t
portunity for a little plain speaking (A Voice : That's
). The politician who regards it the prime function
of his life to promote the welfare and advancement of the
Empire, labours under the djsadvantage of the raren
on which he can speakto audiences in England
‘in the Indian Empire. If, therefore, I abuse yo r
night, it is because I bave got the chance of uyine'z
vo things that are uppermost in my mind.

 now a little more than eighteen months since I
sponsible and high office I now hold, and my expe:

Wf gathered in India, in England 4nd in Paris, has

ified the conviction with which I became S
the retorm oftheGovmmenzmachme in India




perat S acr! A Clunnel 5‘
stified by the freedom and liberty which it
ive of the world’s statesmanship at this

d detestation of ascendancy and dominion (loud
¢ I say, my Lords and gentlemen, that those who
the way of Indian reform in this direction are not

ion enemies of the British Empire, but are setting the
of world wide influence (cheers). :

‘am part author of a scheme of Indian reforms published
ism. Never has anything been asked for to' which a me
ous response has been given (laughter). In pamphlets
in books, in streams and in deluge, criticism has poured fo

of it helpful and constructive but also much of it prejudi
ill-willed. His Highness the Maharajah and Lord Sinha

| something about the effect of such stricturés upon youth,
ed to their speeches I felt that they conveyed a lesson for
rite about India of the harm that can be done by’ ill-consi

, and the mischief that can be wrought by forgettin,
tiveness of people who are striving for progress.

‘ For the Eri
olitician abuse and criticism, however ill founded and imagi

the bread and butter upon which he lives (laughter.) Som
it is @ matter of astonishment to those who do not live in E

we hardly take the trouble to answer those who make

it stock in trade. People who write and speak on India, ho
forget that their words are far more than for domestic co

»

The True Decentralisation.

oone thing proposed by the Viceroy and myself which
'meet with universal satisfaction is the great project of dec
tion (cheers). In a speech I once made and which Ik
. been allowed to forget, and before I was appointed
office, 1 dragged into a discussion in the House
on Mesopotamia, by the kindness and toleration of the
re of an India for which we should strive. consisting
p of self-governing provinces or dominions, masters in
ouses, joined together for the common purpose of
as a whole by the Government of India,




ritation which is felt by ¢ vho constitute
India with the horrible institution called the
only equalled by the irritation that is felt by

tute the Provincial Governments with the horrible
h is known as the Government of India (laughter).
and gentlemen, this phenomenon, which is so shocking
set it in a partnership arrangement, seems to me ir
one authority sits on the head of another. I well rememb
t an excellent picture in Pusnch, drawn I think by Du Ma
nside of an episcopal palace, when aletter was opened
asking permission to do something.or other in his pari
was warming himself in front of the fire, his wife was
he armchair, and their small son in sailor suit was labo
a letter; “Dear Mr. So and So, Dady says you mu
hter). That is the irritating part. Some inscrutable dec
ed many hundreds of miles away from Delhi or London,
lligible to those who receive it, preventing the man on the
doing what h: wants. Harmony cannot be obtained, a
on of present difficulties cannot be achieved unless the Goy
of India is allowed to run its own affairs, and the Governme
provinces are similarly given a free hand. {Applause).

es, but where does that take us 7 There can be only one
stitate for authority from above. There can be only one subst
r the ultimate control of the British Parliameut -and that is
trol of the people of India (loud and long continued che
f stopped at decentralisation 1 should have the unanimous
of the Indo-British Association (laughter). The Governor
nger be hampered by tedious and irritating despatches from
e would be ruler of his own country without the necessity of
 about the opinions of his Legislative Council. The
iceroy and myself, however, is by no means to inc
cratic character of governments in the Province. De
tion can only be effective and autonomy can only be brought
 the substitution of responsible government for governmen
Office. (Cheers.)

B Government by Vote.

t where does this lead us? It means that the sub
it by despatch is government by vote. It has ofl

reforms we propose have the wunfortunate




on dwhich !the whole mf:&ery will o
grudge a few years in toaee OW
How many people vote in India to-dty ? Only a
The work of Lord Southborough’s committee will enfra
of Indians. Will they vote 7 Will they know whata
and what can be achieved by it? Will the const
e Committee will devise be representative of the
If the British Parliament is the custodian of the gro
ment in India we must have a few years in which to s
23 of that growth ; and Indians have no right to tel us
g for this we are acting too cautiously or with i00

Communal Electorates.

first thing to do is to devise a representative electo
gs me to the subject of communal representation. Ire
my mind this is an unfortunate expedient frangh; y
risks. (Hear, hear). However, everything else, theoretis
ctical, must be sacrificed to obtaining rcprescntativew;
ouncils. If communal electorates are the only means tc
,—provided that they are designed to give the repres
nanded by the necessity of the case—well then, there
munal representation. (Hear, hear), But if such electo
ted simply, as I fear they are sometimes advocated,
there are still in the world believers in the old theory thﬂ'_
i ncountry up you can govern it more easily, then
_represéntation is to be rejected. (Cheers). .

asten to add that I make an exception for the Mahom
n we are bound by pledges as solemn as any Gove:
tl) any people. To those pledges'] am convinced
main faithful (cheers ) until the day comes 'ﬁhgn
s themselves tell us that there is no necessity for se
tes.
1 say one more thing, prompted by the remarks
ss, the Aga Khan? I for one do mot believe that
tial antagonism between the interests of one
ople and any other. (Loud cheers). If
unfortunate that India is pvemted




sympathetically ymy two_coleague
“opinions, desires and wishes of any other
 people. (Hear, hear,) : bz
The Services and reform. i
ant to say one word about the Indian Civil Servi
bt in the minds of all thinking men that any u
 well-informed obscrver of Indian history and cc
e that services rendered to the country by the Ind
will stand for ever conspicuous as the greatest wi
ished in the history of the world by the men of one co
'people of another. But it is sometimes said that the refor
will be to alter and- prejudice the position of the
Yes, it will alter the position. Thisis a time f
The announcement of 20th August, 1917 prom
of responsibility. From whom, to whom ? To the p
from the Civil Service of India. (uheers) If we said
Service to-day that their political position will be the
future as it has been in the past, the announ
M's Government becomes meaningless. (Hear, hear).
‘ _@ut ten years 1 have been in close association with the
Service. Is their position unendurable ? Is there any
the great imperial services they render becaunse they are
te to the policy laid down by Parliament ? There ls,
or the Indian Civil Service an indispensable and hon
the future of India. The pronouncement of eig
ago meant nothing unless it meant that the political d
are to be gradually reposed in the people of Indi
ly taken from those who have gloriously built up
it to-day (loud cheers.) Although any talk of reform
brings out of retirement those who walk dangeroudy
to me, with their heads over their shoulders, gazing 3
the past, 1 do not believe that there is any Civil Sery
ho thmks (though it is sometimes claimed on their b
inted destiny of the country can be delayed or
t.etest.s of the Service (loud chieers.)

- Work of the Transitional Stages.

. the tion of the Civil Service to that of
rliament to decide what the Act will |




muchutobecnreofmi

ng to take (cheers) Supposing, as
which the Viceroy and fgo.ve ubluhed or Y
re stages of progress depend not

ciples that constitute the essential |ngredxents o!
have Indians to do? I tell you that there is
rapid progress along that road, and that way
: poﬂtzcal speeches abusing a race or class, or abusing
in the great experiment. Is there nothing definit
ms can do during the transitional stages? No ton;
gperate the benefits of British rule in India. But education
med to a very small minority. Industrial development is
ncy.  Does anybody in this audience realise that last yea
influenza epidemic no less than six million peopie ¢
adia ? In the State ruled by our Chairman, I believe that o
seven died. The horrors of aar are nothing to the infl
idemic which has visited the whole earth. But has not the
snal mortality in India something to do with proverty

equent lack of resisting power (cheer) > 1 say, suppo
ons of public health, education and industrial developmen
 in th:&ower of Indians to work for themselves, would these

onourable tasks > Would they not be the tasks for layin
dation of a great Empire in the future ?
When I was very young I was a great admirer of the gz
et. One thing that impressed upon my youthful obse
ys this, that each member of the team was left to dxacbnga
unction for which he was responsible. If the whole team
particular ball it fell through their fingers. Nothing
the side at the wickets than .to spend its time in the
ising the baismen. Let us see that in the new India the
ons of each man and of each partner in the combiumm
‘and let them each fulfil their appointed tasks withou
rfere with the functions of others.

B British and Indian co-operation.
s m basis of this dinner is the honours we desire to do
st, Lord Sinha. He and I are called npon to work
s in the India Office. It was a prond moment
I_,.hlned that the recommendation of Lord
~had been accepted by His Majesty, though
gmow which you will all undmundatﬂn

SRR (e L R



together in the control of Imlhn'
w will have an excellent example of the co-ope

een the two races which has been, and |
be, a creative force of all the best work wh
lo not believe that, as has been said, the experim
ment has embarked is a leap in the dark. I
wihi of Parliamentary and self-governing insti
itabl comequence and a result of Butish rule.
_the aspirations of India, or the interests of the

~or the work which has been done by my fellow countrym:

1 feel confident that the result of their labour in asse
m, the only vision that they ought to demre to see ac|

ers of its destinies (Loud and long continued cheers),
1 Carmichel briefly proposed the health of the Ch
urous speech, and His Highness exprmea his




) Plenry Seas:on of the Peace Conference held
19, under the presidency of M. Clemenceau (French ]
es on behalf of the International Labour convention pi
International Labour Organisation for insertion
ty. Delegates for the different countries were
Lord Sinha and the Maharaja of Bikanir as the
ntatives and also representatives of the British Domimm
. Barnes outlined the unhappy nature of the pre
conditions, and emphasised that the workers were
mnever to return to those conditions. He urged |
wage-earning countries were not the best successful
mpetition. For the first time in history they were .
e co-operthon of all concerned, namely the State, employer
ers with a view to raising the standard of - life everywhere |
d. The best means of doing this was not penalties against
d poor workers but publicity and agreement. The
‘idea of the proposed organisation is to bring together
ic conference all the three concerned, so that the fullest infe
n may be collected and distributed publicly for a bett rme!
- and existing conditions. The organisation would wo
with the League of Nations. The annwal conferen
held at the seat of the League of Nations.. The pein
ld be situated at this seat to collect and distribute i
he conference would consist of 4 members from each

g the state representatives, 1 for the workers and 1 for
. As regards the Federal States certain reservations -
ed to allow their representation, and provision for j
modifications in the case of countries imperf
rst conference is to be held at Washington i in 18 il
phasising the importance of the Labour rganisation
gthen the League of Nations by enabling it to
aily life of the People. ;
nt Wilson warmly welcomed the prog
L;bour Charter wluch he aocepted




sound hey must look to the
Already something had been done in
ct of some years ago had already producec
as regards India’s climatic, social and other
commission recommended that pro
representatives of India, they had watched
this convention (the Labour Convention) with
fearing that allowance would not be made for
of other countries. Happily now those misgiving
ished by Mr. Barnes’ amendment which has refer
having special labour conditions. Happily those lab
ns of his country were vastly different from those o
n countries, and he gladly and wholeheartedly ace
Convention with that amendment. ,
Maharaja of Bikanir aléo spoke.  He warml
with the efforts of the Convention to ameliorate t!
Labour. He was glad that special provisions, wi
necessary, have been inserted with a view to meeting th
of countries like India. He would however like to mak
clear, As the territories of the Ruling Princes lay
India, and as legislation enactéd for Dritish India
Government could not apply to Indian States, and as the on
t authority to legislate for an Indian state was Jove
the state concerned, it should be clearly
ity within whose competence the matter lie
on would be the constitutive authority of the varig
states coxzcerned. : :
; The Resolution.

Barnes introduced the resolution which was un
that the Peace Conference approved the proposed

Governments concerned were requested Lo proceed fo
mination of their representatives on the Organis
‘the October Conference, the Committee to |




of Amex‘icl' hu bm
5 ing constitution.
S, The Indian Home Rule movement is b
ously in India and England with the help lpd €0~
gbghshmen and Englishwomen, and
eas, a4 large number of the Hindus in this (
with the movement and are anxious to ilu‘tlln'&tr'
eir power, and
5, the war ntternpces of President Wilson in
its of nationalities to determine their own forms of govern:
: e it clear that the people of this country sympathise
orts of subject and small nationalities to achieve au
€ it is desirable that an Indian Home Rule League be
hed in this country to include all such Hindus and :
pathise with the cause and are prepared tom :
ational support to it.”
s and objects to this League shall be :
To support the Home Rule movement in Indu
with the Home Rule League, the All-India. Moslem
Indian National Congress—organisations of India

: ﬁ_r'ther all kinds of friendly intercourse~—~social,
and commercial—between India and America,
membership of this League is open to'all who

ect.
: membenhip will be of three kinds.
ve members who will pay dollars 10 (Rs. 3
Associate members who will pay dollars 3 jﬂl g).‘g
Members who will pay dollar 1 (Rs, 3) a year.
h affairs of the League shall be . I
g of seven, five of whom will be elecwd WY




f 1§
fact, t was offered the pos
mm present, accepted it, m
, since her work is already too heavy, a
munication between India and the rest of
The broad ideals of the League, as regards W
+ stated in a small book by Mr. Shibley, who h

ied with constructive work in Washington, and it
leading politicians in America. We hear tl
“India has been included in the book, but the it
et reached us. *
ar correspondent says :
League’s immediate object is to h‘eel'f in the dem:
‘along the harmonious lines sugges

by Mr. Montagu,
icularly by means of the Congress League Reform

The representatives of the people have amicabl
'mands, and the granting of their aspirations
. India’s war contribution, but on the contra
ce the League for World Liberation feels that
sélf determination would not only redound to
Allies, but it would also be the first great st
‘of a world made safe for democracy, acco
-on's ideals. Therefore our League is worl
ceful methods, to awaken American sympatk
a's liberation and elevartion to the status of a
inion. ,
ches of the League have been established in the
America, through which our activities are being
important eastern centre is at Washington,
and Mr. Shibley are especially helpful and
; tion of the data on Indi
. and, as our co




pamphlets which we brot
ect. These are all cross mdo:&"
sivm widespread notification
dedre it. We are thnl enabl

npoa Indian matters. What we greqtly need is
ve at least two copies of ail pamphlets printed
ant topics, and especially Mrs. Besant’s speeches,
5 are constantly stopped though regulnl{n
l our good friends manage to present

5 an important part of our work, as reliable, recen
judiced information is difficult to obtain. A short timi
m of Kansas City met Sir Frederick Smith,

General travelling in  America, who as
ent of India’s case, Mr. Blom wrote for this and s

e ould Xrepue it quickly. We said Yes, and in a few day
ady and it was forwarded to Sir Frederick. This i
on of the work which we are doing. It is unobtr
hly important. : {!
ic Work : This is also effective. Our seeing the
( in Washington, important Senators, ed

‘as well as Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Gompers, head

Labour Movement, has had definite results, We

sh with these people, where advisable, and-shall

ed of new developments regarding India. The co:

can opimon is - gmphatically that India must partici
rld’s advance towidrds; democracy. Among
, the usual diplomatic courtesy betw

y P ¢ mouncem;:m tl: s:

sure to bear upon Englan rtainly, ho
; s in the Far East will emplnmetﬁg

oncessions necessary to keep her q\an Amed
nonmbutor to the war.

and bha
m“‘,"’"‘&"&m m"mm"'“
October, brought




do:a good work if they are tactful.
and are helping it in every way possible.
cefal and congitutional ; in fact, they are endu

recenﬂ{y been on trial in San Francisco in connecnon
rman intrigue. Mrs. Hotchner is President  of the Los Ange
of the Indian H. R. League.

B. Lajpat Rai's “Young India” is prohibited in

4V,
this pp- 18-25, India in Parliament ].






