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set of chIldren is born into a certain caste, who can have nothing 
to do with, and Clln never rise into another caste i those things 
in your educational system have got to be considered and thought 
out. Each child must be taught by a co-religionist of its own 
caste in the language whIch it knows. The problem, therefore, 
before the IndIan Government as regards education, which is, as 
every speaker has admitted, closely mixed up with this question 
of employment-the problem before them is. I say, a very 
great one. 

"Now, sir, the very idea to day of educatioll in India is hardly 
understood. YOIl may travt:'1 for days-nay. for weeks-m India 
and never see a white man, and may never see a railway. To 
those people modern ideas have nol permeated at all, and those 
who to-day hold the advanced vIews of f!ducated men like my 
friend the last speaker can be counted in thousands among the 
millions of that great country. Consequently, Mr. President, 
educatIOn, modem Ideas, modem development!!, are only surface 
deep in IndIa, and the IndIan Government, however advanced it 
may be, has t he Immense problem before it of tryin~ to create 
public opimon among those masses before It can advance. If 
you were to go to them to-day wIth a scheme of education of the 
very best kmd, you could not get them to accept it because 
theIr Intellectual outlook is entIrely incapable of understanding 
what you are aIming at. and It would only be thought that you 
were making some attack on their religIOn, theIr caste, their 
traditIOn. 

I'Take, for instance, the questIon of mines, Mr. President. The 
coal mmes of Bengal are. a large number of them, shallow. They 
are worked by famIlies of workers who come from the country 
around-fathers, mothers. and chIldren. They all come in a 
family party. You would thinlr they would work underground by 
day. Not a bIt of it. They all go down at mght, because then it 
IS cool to carryon their work; and they go down- mother and, 
father. women and children, daughters and babies 10 arms. Now, 
you cannot apply regulations about underground work offhand to 
a conditIOn of mming such as that. 

"Under those circumstances. Mr. PreSIdent, the majority of 
the commiSSIon came to the conclusion that the best thing to do 
was to gIve the IndIan Governmen~ an opportumty of putting 
forward their Own ideas and theIr own scheme WIth regard to this 
questIon of lowering the age at which chIldren may be employed. 
To lay down offhand a rule about 12 years of age woul not be 
worth the paper it was written on. 

"I luggest that the practical, the lensible way, to deal with 
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the matter is to ask the Indian Government to let a future 
Conference of this body have its vIews and have Its plans and 
jdea~. Therefore, Sir, we appended our names to the report which' 
has been made to you, and, therefore, I suggest to this 
Conference that we cannot unravel the great problem We 
cannot even mdicate to Indian Goverment how to do It, but, 
they, of their own accord, are engagea,.,jn investigation with 
regard to these questions. They know themselves how far they 
can go in the matter of obtammg, for instance, even fairly 
accurate statistics with regard to their own factones, the extent 
of which are still unknown to-day. 

l'In all those things the IndIan Government is far better able 
to tell what they can do and what they cannot do, what they 
can try to do Immediately and what they can try to do by 
degrees. 

"Under those circumstances, Mr. President, I suggest to this 
Conference that the recommendation of the commissIOn mj~ht 
he accepted 10 regard to IndIa, bellevmg as I do, m then desire' 
to see that the children are not worked 10 fact ones and tbat the 
age is raised gradually in all countries, bellevmg that that win be' 
the best course to obtam the co-operatIOn of the Indian Govern­
ment and to obtain some real degree of advance and success, 

The President Mr. Joshi of the Indian DelegatIOn. 
Mr Narayan Malhar Joshi (India): On behalf of rhe 

workers 10 India I rise to support the amendment put before this 
Conference by MISS Bondfield I can assure the Conference that 
It IS not a very pleasant task that 1 have undertaken, namely, that 
of cntJCIslIlg the attitude of the Government delegates 10 this 
ConfereDce, especially of such an international character like 
thiS. But 1 have to do my duty toward those people for whom 
1 sland In this Conference. Sir, Mr. Warri"gton Smyth, from 
Africa, has placed before you a picture of India from which you 
are likely to Imagme that India is an uncivillsed or, at the most a 
balf-civillsed country. But let me request thiS Conference to ' 
-remember that India is belllg governed by the British Parlia­
ment and has been for over 100 years, and in some plOviuces fot 
over J 50 years. The British Parliament than which there is 
110 more democratic mstltutiull in the world, IS responsible for 
the Government of India. And can you believe, if you are told 
that under the Government, for over 100 years India could not 
have made any progress than that which has been pictured to 
you by Mr. Warnngton Smyth. ' 

"I am quite sure the representative of my Government, as well 
-as the representatives of the Bntish Government here, wilt hOt: 
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accept the statement given to you here by Mr. \Varrington 
Smyth in defence ot the Government of IndIa. Then, I wish also 
to bring to your notice ano: her fact, namely, that faaory legisla­
tion in IndIa IS not quite unknown, It does not stand on the 
same footing as China, Slam, or Persia. We had for many years 
factory legIslation whIch IS being Improved from period to period. 
1:berefore, when you consIder the case of IndIa, lay aSide from 
your mind the ImpressIOn that IndIa, first, is a country which is 
deplct-ed to you by Mr. Warrington Smyth and secondly, that 
factory legislatIOn IS new to that country. We have factory 
legislation and In short, I wl"h to descnbe to you what protection 
;s afforded to children by that factory legislation. According to 
our factory act, chIldren under 9 al e not allowed to be employed, 
but children between 9 and 14 can be employed for SIX hours. 
My fflend, Mr. Chatteljee, calls It a hght work. Let me remind 
thiS Conference that It IS gotng to pass a convention of eight hours 
a day for adults, and you are gOlOg to perhaps accept the stale· 
ment that In IndIa t he climatiC condItIOns are so dIfferent that 
children of 9 can work fur SIX hours, and seven hours In some 
factones, and that can be cons,,!ered light work. 

"N.;)w, to describe to y')u the present factory legislatIOn, the 
protection afforded by the present factory legulatlOn, I IIhall 
request you to conSider what the amendment IS. The amend­
ment that the age should be raIsed from 9 to 12. We do not 
ask for the penent to apply the whole conventIOn to IndIa. 
\Ve suggest a very moderate appllcatll)ll. \Ve ask you to allow 
the workers of India to reach the final goal slage by &tage, and 
we propose to you the first suggestIOn, namely, let u~ gn from 
9 years to 12 years 

"Then we do not ask you, as you ask in the general conven. 
tion, to apply thiS age hmlt 10 almost all mdustnes. We ask 
you to fix this age hmlt only for those mdustnes whIch are 
worked with factones and in which not less than 10 persons are 
employed. Then we also ask you to apply this age limit to 
certain well orgaOlsed mdustrles, such as railways, mmes, and 
docks, where superVIsion by Government Inspectors II very 
easy. 
.. "Now let us see what are the arguments offered before thil 
Conference in OpposItion to the amenmeol of I\hss Bondfield. 

"The first and perhaps the most important is, that ID India 
there is nn education and the children Will go on the streetl if 
you do not allow them to be: employed. I admit there is great 
torte tn this argument, bllt let me tell you agam that the 
picture laid before you by Mr. Warnngton Smyth is not true 
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in the least. Let me ask YOll, at this Confereo,'e., if there was 
education any wher in the \vorld before It was fil'Jt in India? 
Do not beheve. therefore, for a moment that the people in India 
are againat education. Therefore, the idea of education is not 
new to India. Indians were educated, Indians wrote books on 
most difficult subjects many thousand years, at least two or 
three thousand years, before perhaps any other people began to 
write books and think on these subjects. ~ .... 

uTherefore, the Idea of education is not certainly so new to 
Indians as depicted to you by my fnend, Mr. Warrington 
Smyth. Then he said it will take time to I'ducate public opinion 
in India i otherwise the Government cannot Introduce education. 
Let me again tell you that the Government of IndIa 110 not very 
much influenced by public opmlOn In the country It IS to 
this present day an autocratic Government. If the Government 
means to·morrow to mtroduce certam legislatIOn III the country, 
they can do It even if the whole public oplOlon of the country 
oppose it. Therefore the argument that the Government waits 
to educate public opmlon holds no water at all. Let me again 
tell you that IndIan public opmlOn as expressed by the educated 
Indians IS not certainly agamst education Let me tell yoU a 
fact: That a BIll for compulsory education In India was 
introduced \0 the Leglhlative CounCil of the country some 
JO years ago, and the opposllion did not come from the educated 
people of the country, but the oppOSitIOn came from the 
Government Itself. I therefore think that the argument that 
people must be educated before educatIon IS made compulsory 
need not carry any weight With you at all 

"Then Mr. Chatterjee also saId that It IS dIfficult to persuade 
people to accept education. Let me tell thiS Conference that in 
the same India of which thiS Conference has spoken there are 
some parts where compulsory education has been given for several 
years, and people m those ProvlOces have not rebelled against 
their Government- I gIve you that assurance. Therefore, we 
need not c(lmider very much the objection that people in India 
will object to compulsory educatIOn being introduced. 

"Sir, there is no doubt that you cannot educate a vaslcountry 
like India WIthin one yeal, I admIt that. And therefore I uk 
you, what WIll happen within one year If we WJlt? What is the 
use of waiting for one year when we know full well toat you 
cannot introduce a general system of compulsory education it) a 
vast country hke Indi .. ? It will be of no use. If the Govern­
ment of Iodi .. could not educate the people during the past 
century OJ, more. I am quite sure they Will not be able to 
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introduce a general system of education within one year. 
Therefore, I think we shall not gain anything by giving them 
one year's time. If we think that chIldren of q and '0 and I r 
.hould not go to factones and work there for seven hours and six 
hours, let us raIse the age hmlt. 

"I can give you an addItional reason. If we are anxIous that 
Indian chJldren should be educated, then I may tell you that if 
you once ral~e the age hnut the opposition from at least one 
section of the oppollents of educatton WIll melt away at once, 
alld that IS the oppositIOn of tht; capltdhsrs. If the age limit is 
raIsed, I am qllile sure the "PPl15itlOlI to cornpul~ory education in 
llldla WIll melt away In a mOlllent 

"1 now lea\'-;: the argument ahollt education. I have one 
other argument. The ~ecolld argument I~ I hat IndIa has gOl 
dIfferent climatiC condltlOlls r .Ieinllt we have got more of the 
sun and wme other climatIC condlllOn~ But are you wlillllg to 
behev"! that In IndIa children of Q years of age 'ire as well 
developed as C'hlldren of q years of age 10 western countries? 
Do you thInk that clImate CdO make that great dIff~rellce, that 
children of J 4 10 EUlope? 1 lI~ed not say anythmg about this 
argument. Only I put It to you whether that IS possible. 
Mr. Ch~ ' , ( ' lid lhal It IS a question of plocedure. The 
Governn~ ::!.Jt's aq~ument IS that they have 110 lIotl-::e All of you 
must have received a copy of thIS supplement report m wblch 
the views of the GO\lernment of India are given. fhat one {aot 
WIll prove to you that the queStion wos he{ore the Government of 
India. They cODsldered the questIon. They st:nt theIr reviews 
to thiS Conference, but when the questIOn of ralsmg the age is to 
be dIscussed here we are told that that repon must be forgotten. 
We mllst close our yes to that report. 1 hope this Conference 
will not accept that statement. 

"I admIt there was not a very long notice, but there was notice 
to the Government that the qllestlOll of the employment of chil­
dren was to be discussed by this Conference. ThIS was known to 
·the Government long ago, and If they were really serious about 
thiS question I am qUite sure they would have come to certain 
eoucLusion. DeciSIOns, even In India, even in a vast country like 
India, are taken by Governments OD very Vital matters at ahorter 
notice than was given by thiS Confertmce. 

"Then tbetelS the argument that the draft convention wu Dot 
before them, but let this conference remember that we are in 
toosidering the draft conven:lon The IndIa Government knows 

-that the draft convention which was to be sent to them or, which 
was sent after wards, was not to be applied to India. The Govern-
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ment of India knew perfectly weU that India'. cate will be cOnti"!. 
dered specially. 

"Perhaps some of you will know that the clause for the special 
conDtnes was put in the treaty at the suggestion of the Indian 
representatives at the Peace Conference, and therefore the 

,Government of India knew that the general convention will not 
be applied to India and India's case will ~ considered specially., 

"Therefore, they certainly need not have walled for the general 
convention at all. Their duty was to consider what was best for 
India and to make those proposals before the Conference. I, tll.re 
fore, hope that all of you will agree with me when [ say that the 
argument that there was no notice really carries nothioll; in It. 
There was notice to t he Government of India. Tht:y had COftsi­
dered the question. They had sent their views to you. They 
clearly said there that they are not prepared to do anything in 
the matter, and then you are asked agalll to walt. I do Dot know 
for that reason. My only guess IS, if you will allow me to be a 
prophet for a whIle, that they wanted to get a postponement for 
one year, and If pos5lble, to get further po,tponements. 

Let me agam repeat that the qllestlOn of education IS not goi­
ng to be solved wl!hm on~ year. The Government of India 
knows that, but they wanted tIme. They soli want time. Theil 
there is another tlnng. 

"\Ve are asked to believe that the Government has not consI­
dered thIS questIOn, because they had no notice. But the 
Government delegates are Itkely to accept certam defimte pro­
posals as regards the hours of work,. Government had time to 
conSIder such an IIltncate question as the hours of work, but they 
had no notJce to conSIder the SImple questIOn of the raIse In the 
age of chtldl en's emplyment And 011 top of tlH., we are assured 
-and I must accept the dssurance-that no economIc conSIdera­
tions weIgh WIth Go"ernment, and may we hope even With the 
employers In consldenng the age hnHt of children III IndIa. 

"I therefore request thIS Conference not to walt for one year 
more. In the first place, we will not gam anythlDg by waiting 
one year more, because the educatIon questIOn WIll not be solved 
in one lear an:l, secondly, the question IS not such a light one 
as many of you ate likely to belteve, If you can save the children 
of q and 10 and 11 10 Iodla from work for one year, It would be a 
great bem,fit to them; and I therefore strongly believe that you 
will gl\'e your senous conSideration to this questIOn and will not 
postpone this Important matter for a year, because there will be 
no bent;fit by r ostpomng It. 

"I "I\all only speak one word more. We are told that if this 
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Confereuce makes a definite suggestion for raising the: age lIriUt 
for children to a definite period, the Government of India may 
not accept the prop05al; but I submit to this Confertnce that 
Great Bntain has played a very important part in bringing this 
international labour organisation IDto existence, and I am quite 
lure the Government of India, which IS responsible to Great 
Britain, will not treat a convention passed by the Conference with 
lighlheartednes~. J am qUite sure-and you will agree with me­
that a conventIOn of this Conference WIll carry great weight With 
the IndIan Government; and as long as we are qUIte sure in our 
minds that our proposal IS a very reasonable and a modest proposal 
we can also be Sure that the Government of IndIa Will accept it. 
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Tile .werage American ha~ very queer notiom about India. 
Til )5e who kn()w her geogl dphlLal IOGdllon ( and there are a good 
Illllllber who do not) h W~ vmons of j IIngles. cobras, and half­
lIak~d abongInes about w\,')m one Mr KIpling has written 50 

mJny ",iel'l.~ht ful" tales. The average intelligent and progressive 
Amencan ha'l also, 1l10'it likely, hearc1 some mIssIonaries talk of 
the Heathens, theIr Idol-w orsillp and theIr curious customs and 
manners. To these sources of knowledge about IndIa may be 
added the American Cinema, with It!> preSenldtlo~ of weIrd and 
f,lIltasl1C religIOUS ceremOnIes, of lIalive Pnnces who with 
vllIaInOllS Intent lure sweet Amencan girls, and who are finally 
defeated by I he herOIC American yout h. ThIS vIlification of the 
J ndlan eh.Hacter IS constdntly going on. Counteracttng influence 
IS of but recent date 

From what IS heard In IndIa abou~ the Vedanta and the 
Theosophical SOCIetIes of America we are apt to exaggerate the 
magl1llulie of the l\Iterest taken \11 Indian problems by Ame­
,icans The TheosophIsts at the most number 10,000 ; and as 
for Vedantists, It may be an exaggeration to say that there are 
one thollsand In t he whole of the U lilted States. Outside of 

Jt'ese ~wo groups, are some who take IIlterest in the literature 
and religlOll of IndIa, but 1 heIr number would not run even to 
the mIllion mark. 

Thl5 Interest, SCdnty as It is, we owe to three of our great men 
who VISIted the shores of America tn the last twenty years­
VlVekananda, the phIlosopher, Jagadlsh Chandra, the Identlst, 
and Rabmdrdnalh, the poet. Of these, without question, Ta-
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~r'e hat made the greatest popular appeal. But the interest 
awakened by him and the other two scholars has !not been of 
active help to India People have learned of Ihe wonderful 
philosophy and poetry 0f India, of the beautiful Side of IndiA" 
life, but they are slIll Ignorant of the dark Side. III an edllorial 
m II Young India," Lajpdt Ral recountll1g the lack of real political 
pubhcity for matters Indian 111 Ihe U IIlled Sfltes, ,)b&en es . 

.. Except Wlthll1 the last bve year~, no Hi'Ildu lidS ever .tttemllt­
ed to lay the Crue <.olldltll'ns of hfe III [ndla beforCl the oUlside 
world Shortly before Ihe war a group of Young Hllldu. started 
a kind of political propaganda among their (OUni rymen ull the 
PaCific coast of the United Slale', Their chief ,11m was Iv 
educate and orgamse their 01.111\ people. They h.td lIelther time 
nM money to underlake gl'neral propagandd ,1IId they dd nOl 
attempt it on any ~(..ale S[l1l they dICj now and thell lilt Ihe 
screen and let the AmerlcalJ lVorld have <I p~eplnt() ledllndta" • 

The wnter refers 10 the wo rk ot Ldll fLlrdayal an1l hiS re­
volutionary I.o-worker~ who Idter on formed the Gad, P.ltIY. 
ThiS was before Hardavdl'" t ransfolllldtlOlI 10 moderatldn f.Sc:e 
his letter confessmg LOI~vt'rslOn of faIt h m I hiS volume \ 

In :916, bya fortunate aCcldellt --- <In act 01 PrOVidence a.ld lile 
foreign authontles-Ldla Lajl ' at Rd.1 who waslIl Japan ann vIall 
IIlg to Jeturn to Judla thougflt It safer 10 return to Ihe U'lltc:d 
States, HIS arrlvdl mdrked the be-gllllllng of a 'iV~lemall(" pr Opa­
ganda for Indld In the Ullited Stat"~ The L.ila t III splle of 
strict war regula~on'i,lmnledtdlelv heg.11l to lecturt', to wnte lor 
the press, and to awaken public IIHerest In India among hiS 
fnends and acquamtdllces. A y~.tr aftel he had landed In tl'e 
U nned States for the thll d tllne he ()q:;,jIl1~ed I he Indld Home 
Hule League of Amc:nCd 

History of the Indlan Rome Rule League of America. 
On October 22, 1917, I hree 111(l\.l05-L 1la L-.)1l3t 1~.II, 

Keshava Devol Sha,trI t anti Nardy.ln S Hadlkel, a YOII"g H"ldu 
student, met III ChlCdgO, fornluLllt'O the scheme fr,r e::,tdbll!.hrng 
the Indian Home Rule League, and drew Ihe: firM COlIstltullOII 
willch reads 

"Whereas, the Indian Home Rule Mo\-ement IS belll~ pushed on 
vigorously III Imira and England With lhe help and l.o-operation 
of eminent Englishman and Enghsh women, .md 

II Whereas 'a Idrge Illllllber of H\Odu~ III thiS country (U S.A. ) 
rleeply sympathIze with the movement ana are aTlltlous to funher 
it as much as lies m their power, and 

"Whereas the war utterances, of ,Presiderlt 'Wilson in favour of 
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the TIghts of notionalities to determine fheir own rot •• 
Government have made It clear that the people of this country 
sympathize with the efforts of subject and small nationalities to 
achIeve autonomy-

"T.1erefore, It IS desirable that an Indian Home Rule League be 
formed and established m l hIs country to 1lIc\'lde all such 
Hindus and Americans as sympathize with the cause, and are' 
prepared to gIve theIr moral and matenal support to It" 

Its objects outlined 
(I) To support the Home Rule Movement in India, 
(2) To co-operate wit h Indian pollllC,tl organizatIOns in India 

and In Engl.md. 
13) To fUll her hiendly \Otercours~ between India and 

America. 
The~e objects were later revhed and while the substance is 

the l>llme a few explanatory words have been added whIch make 
the meaning and purpo~e c..\edrer. The present objects, as gIven 
ID the Constn ullon of r'he Ledgue, are. 

1. To support the Home Rule movement III IndIa by co­
operatlOg with such polIttc.!1 orgdlllzatton, as the Home Rule 
League, the All-India Moslem League dlld the Indian National 
Congress, both of IndIa and England. 

? To secure the power of belf-determmatiOIl for India 
through comtltutlOn:l1 methoJs 

3 To strengthen and bupporl all democratic institutIons that 
aim at making the world" 5aft' for democral.Y " 

4. To further all kmds of frlelldly Ilitercourse, SOCldl, cllltllral, 
educatIOnal and commercIal, bet ween India and Amertca. 

5. To supply authenllc IOformatlOn Oil the vJ[al problems of 
modeTn IndIa to the Amertcan people by the publication of a 
monthly magazme or by such other method., all are deemed 
proper by the CouncIl of the League. 

Ten weeks after the frarTling of the COtllltltullOll a report was 
presented by Its officers of Its progress Though tbe workers 
I eframed from active propaganda due 10 Wdr ,:ondJtlOns the 
rll5ults that they achle ... ed mIght be ~ald to be truly remarkable. 
Wlthm thIS short period' 

I. Headqudrters for work were established 
2. Sympathy and co· operatIOn of many mfluentlal Ame:i~ 

<:ans was enhsted. 
3. Two hundred member~ were enrolled, of which 34 were 

acttve, paying $[0 each,,32 were a!"tsociales, paying $3 each, and 
the rest were ordinary memoen paYlOg one dollar each. 
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-4. 1wo numbers of ,. Young India," the o~cial mODthly 
organ, were published and dlstnbuted. 

5. A book·shop was formed which would be' a source of in­
c.ome to the Le~gue. 

6. Branches were eorabhshed In Detroit, Chicago, Mill­
neapolis and Berkeley, and 

7. The League had a total income of about Rs 2,500 \I) 
memherships, subsCriptIOns and donallono; The total c:xl,endlture 
was Rs. ],785. 

Work done. 

Lala Lajpat R,II was e\f'cted Prebld-nt and Treasurer of the 
League and r<:dltor of "Young lI,dla". Dr. J r Sundf'r1anrl, an 
American mis91Onary, was ele.:tt'l· Vlce·Pre'Idellt, 01 K D. 
Shastn, orgalllzlIIg ':l~uetary and Dr N S. Hardtke" executive 
Secretary All these offi<-c:r<, with t he exception of Dr. 3hast n. 
who recently returned to IIIO'd, ,ull relnaln III offi\..e t\ counCIl 
of seven was formed to advl~e 111 matters of Important polfeles 
and pnnclples 

Since thIS work had been launchfd In a war-year no active 
propaganda wa~ unclertakt:n. All that the League ('ould do was 
to hold occasional l~ct ures, \..ont!llue pubbcdtlOll (,f "Young IndIa" 
and dlstnbule c;,arccllars Among ot her t!llllgS. two resulutloll S 

were passsd by the COUllCII of \ he Leaglle wllIch 31 e wof't'lM\t of 
note. T - 'Sl re~olullon, senl tu P'resldent Wilson and Mr. 
Lloyd George, declared that: 

"The CounCil of the India Home Rule League of America 
places on record its entire and unqudhfied repudiation of any wm­
pathy for Germany and her war alms, and Its heartv endorsement 
of the war aims of the Ul1Ited State~ and the Allies, as expound­
ed by President Wilson. It pledges its loyal SUrpOTt to the war 
eft'orts of the Umted States and the Alhes. The CounCil hopes 
that in fulfilment of the war alms of the Allies, Great Britam Will, 
after the war, concede Home Rule to India and confer to her the 
statuI of a self-Roverning Domimon sImilar to Canada, Austraha 
aDd South Africa." 

The other, which was read before the Theosophical Conven­
tion held at Krotona. Califorma, in the last week of July J9]8, by 
a representative of the League, read: 

"The Council of the IndIa Home Rule LeaJ!:ue sends its fraternal 
sr~ings, to the anDual convention of the Theosophical Societies 
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of the United States of America, ,110W being held at KrotOR:~ 
Angeles, It places 011 record Its deep appreciation of tb. 8)'m.· 
pathy shown by the members of the said societies with the Hom. 
Rule for India movement, and expres$es It'l grateful acknowled,. 
ment of the interest laken by them m maklD~ its objects known 
to the American public," 

As soon as the war ceased and the armistIce was signtld, the 
IndIa Home Rule L('ague began active work. On the very da~ 
Qf the sIgning of t hI'! armlSlI(.e the followmg telegram was s~nt to 
President Wilson: 

"Membe. s of I he India Burne Rule League of America hCg to 
offer respectful cO\l~ratulal1unl> to I he Go\ernment of the Umted 
State~ 011 the magmficlml vl(.lory wllH.h the UOIted States and 
th«:! Alllt:s havt: wun over tfJe Teutonic Powers. They hope 
[hat IhlS vlClory of demouacy o\er alllUcrd(.Y Will be followed by 
an Immt:dldle grdllt 01 dutonomy to lndid dud other countriel 
under the rule of the Allies " 

'10 the Sl::cTetary L f Stdtes for IndIa, at London, another was 
l>cnt which redd : 

" India Home R'llers (of) Amellca respectfully offer (their) 
!lIOCt:Te congral UldlIOIl~ (to) Great Hrllalll (and) hope that India', 
dalln (to a) suhst.mllal ,tep towards Home Rule (Will) be favour­
ably coosldel ed." 

Durlllg the year en:illlg October, 19[9, the League accotn­
pltshed the followmg work 

I. It haS enltsted the s} mpathy of do large number of strong 
Amencdll organisallons and of promment Anlt.fll'an citizens. 
The League can claIm the fnendshlp of many senators, edlt!)r., 
and mel) dctlve 10 pubhc work Am(ln~ lhe;e may be menlloned: 
Senat0T5 WIlham E. Borah, \VIlIlam M. Cald .. r, A B. Cummms, 
A, a Fall, Joseph 1. France, A. J, G ronna, W. S. Kenyon, P. S. 
Knox, R M. Ld Fo\lene, V. McCormIck, G, H. Moses, G. W. 
Norns, J A, Reed, L. Y Sherman, S. p, Spencer, and others; 

{)swdld G. VllIdrd, Editor of the New YOlk "Nallon," Norman 
Tbomas,Edtlor "The \Vorld To-morrow," Robert M. Buck, Editor, 
,·the llew Majortty," Charles W Ervtn, Editor, "The New York 
Call", among editors; Frank P Walsh of the Irish CommiSSion, 
'Julia Lathrop. of the Children's llureau, Department of Labour, 
LoUIS F. Post, Assislallt Secretary ot Labour, Owen R. Lovejoy, 
General Secretary, Child Welfare Association, Fredcnck Howe, 
former Port CommiSSIoner .)f New York, Jacob H. Schiff, multi­
millionaire, aDd a host of other prominent men ID the United 
States. Their names add 5trength to any organisal1on aod the 
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Leag~ is to be congrlt~ted for 5ecunn~ the interest of so many 
of America'lI finest men and women. 

In addition to ils numerous sympathizers, the India Home­
Rule League succeeded in increasing Its membership to over 
1,000. Ot these a ~reat majority-about 80 ~r cent.-aTe 
Americans and the rest IndIan students, al}ll, busIDe*s and work­
ingmen resident in the Umted States. 

11. It has extended Its actIVItieS all over the United States­
through Its branches m : 

(t) Berkeley, Califorma (2) Chicago, IllinOIS. (3) Cleveland. 
Ohio. (4) Columbus, OhiO. (5) Dearborn, Mich. (6 \ Detroit. 
Mich. (7) Indlanapoh., IndIana (8) Kansas City MIssouri. 
(9) LouiSVIlle, Kentucky. (fO) YlII\\'ankee, Wl5conslll. (II) 
Minneapolis, Mtnnesota ( 12) Phll:ldelphia, Pennsylvania. 
(13') Rochester, New York (14) Urbana, IllinOIS. 

III. It has mcreaoed the sales of liS book-shops, and has. 
improved its publication 'Young Indl.~' Nearly all the bJok­
publishers m New York have gIven theIr co-operat IOn in the 
executIOn of order~ for books. M,mv sale~ are bem1( made to 
leadlD~ American Umverslties and !lbranE's of books recommend­
ed by the League In the pubhcation uf "Young India." both the 
size and quality have been greatly Improved upon The value 
of the magazine as a truth dls~eml1lator has been entl,uSlastlcally 
attested to by many promlllent Amenc:lns O.wald Garrnon 
Villard, edItor of the New York "Nat~on," says:-

III find 'Young India' mdlspensable tn my work We file 
it regularly and freqllently refer to It. It seems to us a model of 
a magazine that IS frankly propagandiSt." 

Senator A. J. Gronnd, writes to the League.-
"The world war hdS lett us III a bewlldenng condItIon and we 

must face the situation calmly and WIth deliberatIon. but to one 
whose sympathy IS extended to people III the ordinary walks of 
life, the questIOn of "Young India is one which menta the 
consideration of all IIbeTi y.lovmg people. If the ron dltion of 
your oeople could be ~enerally known throughout the w.orld 
undoubtedly there would be a sentiment 10 favour of hbera~ 
pohcies with reference to your people" 

Senator NorTis says:-.1\ The maj:(azme throws great ltght into the dark places of 
civilization. You are dOJJ1~ a great work and I most earneltly 
hope that success may crown your efforts." 

Many kind words have been said about "Young India," but the 
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British Government ia India. h.1 t~t it but to ~ 
the entry of the ma.gasine into Indi •. 

IV. The League has given national pubhcity to condition. 
in India through articles in hundreds of newspapers and magaanet. 
Some or the perindlcals In which they appear~d are: 

La Follette'~ Melting Pot, JuStice, Gales's (Mexico), Milwankee 
Leader, New Majority, The Nallon, The New Rflpublic, the 
World To-morrow, the Dial, the Literary Dlllest, the Messenger, 
the Forward, the Butte Bulletin, The New York Evening POllt, 
the New York Call, the InternatIOnal Labor News Service. the 
Gaelic Amencan, the Imh Press, the Irish World, the Irish 
Stannard, etc 

M.:I1lY articles have also aopeared III forelgn.language pclpers­
SpanIsh, Germ.m, Swedl~h, Jewl-h, Rus~lan and Japanese. 

Theil 'he Leagll~ has pubhshed many handbills for di.tribu· 
tlOn III dIfferent public meetmgo that are held from time to time in 
New York, ChIcago and the various clUes In which It has branches. 
It has printed ano CirculAted 30,000 Circulars entitled "Gettinll 
Together of India," S,noo copies of "India's Right to Home Rule," 
5,000 copies of "Indla'~ Message 10 the wnrklll~ men of America," 
3,000 copies of ,. India's demand for J uSlIce," ~ ,000 copies of" A 
letter to the Thc::osophlSIS tram Mr A. P. Warrington," 1,000 
copies of "A letter to Umtan,!\1s from Dr J. T. Sunderland," 
and a lhousdlld copies ~acl\ of \ he orclllars entitled, "India's 
VIew of Democracy," ··C'elclOn III India" and Rebellion in 
IndIa," "Bn\1sh Raj 10 Indld," by Mr H 1\1. Hvndman ; 5,000 
COPIes of "Self·dderrnlO.lllOn for Indld" by Mr. Tllak an1 
"FIght for Crnmbs" by LdJpat Rd]. 

InformatlOD Bureau. 
V. It has ~stabhshed an India 1Il10rmatIOD bureau and has 

co-operated, With the rec.ently tormed orgalllzallon of H1l1du 
laoor~rs III AmerK3, the IIIndl3 Labour DllIolI of America." 

The 1l1fOrmdtlOll nure.lU ha~ for llS obJects: 
1. To IUf11l5h reltdble Infurm4110n uf .Ill klOd!; about India­

poittlcal, educational, commerCial, elc. 
2 1'0 Serve .u a flubhcllY ane advertlsmg medIUm between 

India and lhe Unltt'd Stdles. 
3. To su,.ply teachers of Hindu language and topic. in 

general 
4. To supply lecturers 011 sub/elu relating to IndIa and 

arrange lect u res 
5. To plOlIlde a read 109 room fnrnishmg all Hindu news­

papc:rs and magazlIles, and a library of books on India. 
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To undertake TranslatIOn from aud into Hin~u languages. 
'T. To teach Engtr.',o workmg·men of HlOtlu origIn it) 

Amedca with '" view to increase lhell efficiency and to make 
them better American citizens 

During llS year of eXistence the bUI e,1II has tran,lated many 
letters fOT Amencan bU"lIles~ house~ ; hd~ opell~d a cla!>s III 
English for Indian working-men, <lOd d ~ding rbom tor the 
pubHc. It has on ItS bhelve, Jbl)lIt 25 Indian newspdpel!o dud 
magazines of Iudla, and ha~ .,tarted a news hulletlll serVICe to 
AmerIcan papers, d~ well .IS one to Illdian p.ipers. It has ~f::rver1 
as a centre for alllllfurrn,\!1011 dboul<ltrJde, ",ducauoll dnd JIIdu~­
try in India 

In New York ::!nd \ICIIJlty Ihere Me over a hlln(Le.i Indl4tl 
laborers. l\1Jny of these IrdVI:' beel! (,rgalJlzeri, th,,,ugh the dro'is 
of representdllves of Ihe L~ .. gll", Into a L.lbour Unl"n The 
Union holds regular wtekly m~dlllg', dl'tTlhllte~ Its Illeratu,e 
at all publiC gat"~r1l1g~, dud hd I~ 10 .. l1stllbute circulars "nd 
pamphlets for the Indld Hume Rule League Rect!lIt1y 5,,,000, 
circulars entltl.,d "Indla-d Graveyard," and gIVing fac., and 
tigllrl"s about Indian economics and POIIlICS, were printed, .tud 
most of them havt' b,,~n dl'tTlbul .. d. S"vt!ral week. ago't'le 
UlllOn sent a HlIIdu L~dy, Mrs Parvallbal Alhavale to Wolbt,\Il~' 
t<lJl tu represenl Indian worklllg women at the ., InternatlOllll1 
Congress (If WorllOg WOlllen," Mrs ALIra\Jle origln~lIy came 
to this cOllnt ry to ("lIt'ct til nd s for Profe~~or Kal ve'~ H JlJd u 
Women's UUlversltv nea, Poolla Her alLt'ndance at the InteT­
national Congress gave hel an opport uftly of putt \Ilg before the 
Assembly the folloWlllg proposab . 

1 Thdt this 1111 t IlldllCllai COllgress of \Vorlong Women call 
upon the GOllernment of India, 

(al To make ext enrled provislOll lor 1 he general and IIldus­
trial education of Indian women 

(bJ To take slep~ for be:ter houslI1g of Illdian women and 
prOVide them rehef at publrc expense, III their period of confille­
ment. 

2 That It l!I~tJl ute a numb~r of scllOl'lr'hips hv whIch 
women pioneers may be endbled to come to thl!! country'(U.S A.) 
for tl ammg, educatIOn and or~antZatlOn 

3. That it protest agalOst I he shameful I reatment which the 
Indian women aTe subjected to III I he Brtll,h coloL1les where they 
are sent under the slave sy~tem of Indentured labor. 

Dinner Meetings. 
VI. The League orgalllzed four ~uccessflJl dinner-meetings 
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10 New York, in which promin(ot meJl and women in~ 
in India dlScu~sed I he vresent ~it uatlon 10 India to dPpreciati~ 
audiences. 

The first dinner was held on Octoher I~, 1918 111 the Civi~ 
Club, and WdS presided UVer by Dr. J T. Sunderland. The 
attendance was about 125 There were spet'che~ by MT. 
H. R Mus<ey, M'll1aging Edill.r nt "' The Ndll(ln," Mr. B. W. 
Huebsch. the plIblh,hel, Dr. K D ShaMri and Lala Lajpat 
Rdl. 

The second dlllnel was hfld at Iht: Gland HOlel on Novell'ber 
20, 1918 to cdebrdte the fin.t alllllv~l .. ary of the India Home 
Rule League. A ff'W ext rd(.!~ fror" I he glowmg Jccount by a 
:c:porter will giJe ,Ill rdt'a·ot whdt the' OC~,I~IOII wa~ like. 

,· ......... It was a HIIl':u Vegetanan lilIlIlCI. III every respect a 
SUCCtSi and which te~t 1I1ed 10 I he growlllg pc'pul<lnty of the 
C.n .. se "f Iudld MlIOllg the adv,lIlced ,lIld liberal IhlIlkers of the 
Met rOjlolttan . 

•• ........ Mr Ow'.lld G.II r"('11 Vlliald uf t he New York 
Nalton, who, MI LajPdl Ral declared, le~JleHnted the very best 
of\Vhdtwa~dl"m(udtJc 11/ .\mellcd, acted a, loablmaster, and 
struck the k,,),uott'" uf tilt: Ot.L<I'11i1l \\ hell, ill intloduclIlg the first 
speaker. he Sdld I hdt 't hiS W35 a loyal gal hellllg held 10 uphold 
une (jf Ihe pnllclple, laid dowlI by the l'le~ldel1i of the UllIted 
Statt~, VIZ, lilt' prlllclple of ,e1t·dt'lelllllllatlOn And If d pranciple 
i, a plll,upl .. , 11 lellldJlled d l,rtlluple for all I1(Ca'lons It self­
detel mlllallon 15 dl-'plled dlld would mclude Phllhl'tnes or Ireland 
or allY other country clalllllng It jw>(ly, It ~hollid also he made to 
apply to India.''' 

The other ~peaker' of the evening wele Rev John Haynes 
Holmes, MI<s H.,llfletld l{odman, a pioneer In lIlany (,WIC move­
ments, the Rev Dr. J. T SUIl(jelldlld .lIld lastly Mr. Lajpat Rai, 
who was mtrodllced as a "prophet who will one day be honored 
all over t he world." The reporl"er WI It es of IhlS laH speech at 
being "Somellmes sweet In Its ~)'ml'<lthetlc Simplicity, pulsatIng 
as it was \\11th passlolldte love for hll people, alld thell agam it 
wa'> a scathlllg IIIdlCt n'ellt, accent mil ed by a keen 1T0lllcai wit, 
l>UCIo as te\V oratol ~ of I he present lime ros~e,~ " 

The third Home Rule Danner wa, held .It the Central Opera 
Huuse, Nl'w York, Oil Janudry 31, 1919 Honorable Mill 
jeannt"ue Rankm of the House of Representatives came over 
from Wa"h\ll~ton to presl<ie at the functloll and made an excel· 
em 'peech The other speakels were Rev Richard Roberts, an 
Ellgli~h miDlsttr In I.harge 01 3 t.hurch III Brookl}nj Mr. A P. 
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Warrington of the Theollophical Society, MIss Henrietta Roban, 
and Mr. Lajput Rai 

Rev. Roberts expressed full svmpathy with the ohjects of 
the Home Rule LeaRue and Mr Warrinjtton made a fine speech 
in which he gave the story of MI~. Anme Besant's hfe·wotk in 
India, why she has taken t he cause of HOIl'4Rule for India and 
what sheis dorng for it. Mr. Warrmgton made a forceful appeal 
to the Americans to support the cause of Home Rule for India, 
for IndIa was t he spiritual teacher of the world and Wit hout 
political freedom she could not make her full contribution to lhe 
progress of humanity 

The fourth dinner was held at Hotel,Aberdeen on October l;t, 
1919, under the chairmanship of Mr. B W. Hueb~ch The 
dming hall. whIch accommodatt's about 300, was pacLted wit h 
people. LaJpat Rat told 111 detatl of the recent Punjab tragedy 
and read some of Pandtt Malavlya's yet unanswered que5tion~ to 
the Government. He gave a ~\Irnmary of the political progreu 
of IndIa dUTlllg 1910, the Satyagraha movement, the efforts of 
the IndIan leader~ \1\ En~!alld dnd the awakenmg of a feell'lg _ of 
bitter resentment a~amst the recent acts of the Government. 
The other speakers of the evelllng were Mr. Gregory Zllboor~, 
Secretary of Laoollr 111 the Kerensky Government, Russia, Mr. 
Francis Hackett, LiterdlY Editor of the New RepUblic, Sen 
Katavama. the well-known Japanese SOCldllst, and Mr. Charles 
N. Whetler of the Insh NatIOnal Bureau Then there was 
Spanish musIc and Japanese dancmg -all makmg It a truly 10-

terndt\on<ll affair ContnbutlOns amountlOg to Rs. 750 were made 
to help \tJ the WOI k of the League. 

Lecturers. 
VII It has held numerous leet lIres In vartous CIties and has 

sent Its speakers to present. the ed~e of India before val ious 
audIences Early III lC)19 a lecture tour was begull by a speaker 
of the India Home Rille Lt:ague, who III tht: LOurbe of hiS tnp" 
addressed thousdnds of people all over the East dnd the Middle 
West. Ten States were vl~lted Many orgaOlzatJons pledged 
their support to the work of the League and passed re-soill\ lOPS 
demandmJ! self·det ernlJllat IOn fur IndIa. Indla'~ case was present· 
ed before Delegates of the IlhnOls Statt"·iabour Party ConventIOn 
by Dr. N. S. Hardlker ~lId a resolution demandlllg self·determina. 
tion for Ireland and IndIa WdS adopted. Muc.h work was dl>ne at 
WashiuRtoll, D. C and many senators were addressed at private­
gatherings and 10 meetll1gs. 
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work. a fnend m Washington 'laid: 

.. Of course there is just as much misinformatIon about Indl. 
dowlI here as there IS anywhere else, but, so faras my observa­
tion goes. Dr. Hardiker got everywhere a courteOUI reception, a 
chance to tell his SlOry, and usually some comment at the end 
whIch showed that he had at least made an impression. When 
the India Home Rule League deCIdes to oren a real campal~n. 
down here on the Indian questIon. there are a number of men 10 

bOI h Hou5e who can, and Will, talk lIltelllgently on th. subject." 
India was also gIven a promillent place in the Programm" of 

the Irish Sccietles ill the United State~. Regular ~peakers are 
furnished by the League,'and many ca\ls have come (rom all over 
the country for speakers who will tell the tragic story of lndia and 
Its relation 10 Irish History 

Vlll. L",st, but not least, It has aWdkelled mterest ID India 
amol!J! the Senators and COIl~ressmell of the Untted States 
Govelllment Frequent mentIOn has been made of the case of 
India by Senaton McC.omlck, Gronna and France, in theIT 
sileeches m the recent debate on the League of Nallon!! in 
the Congress. 

Throuj;(h the kllld eilorlS of several of our sympathizers In the 
UOlled Stales Senatt', a heann~ was recently granted the India 
Home Rule League before the S .. nate FOIelgn RelatiOIlS Com­
mHtee Mr. Dudley Field M.llone, a well.knowlI barTlster. was 
aecurt"d to represent I lidia's case, and mdde a very excellent 
speech. (See p. 14). The most lInpreSSlve reference 10 British 
rule m India was made by Senator Joseph I. France on October 
8th and 9th, 1919. Much of the matenal embodied 10 hIS speech 
was supphed to the Senator by the India Home Rule League. 

The [llans, pnnci pies. policies. propaganda-all 1 he \'anous 
phasl:s of the life of the Incha Home Rule League of America 
centred around the personality of Lala Lajpat Ral He edit&­
II Young India," preSides over the Council meetlllg'l and gUIdes 
and Instructs hIS loyal followers 10 the carrying out of the 
numerous actlVl\les of the Leaj;(ue. He IS the responsible penon 
who must shoulder all blame and mu:.l meet all difficulties 
connected wilh the work for India. 

DUring the two years of Its eXlstencp. tile League has had tn 
face many unusual, delicate and dIfficult sHuallons. While a 
great majority of Its members are naturally the most interested, 
the most active and the most helpful, the sympathy of most 
Americans IS spasm')dic and momentary and to keep It altve and 
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.. ClI1i!;'it has to be cons.tantly goaded, whereas the Indian feel 
it. their caul'f' and if they do nor ex~rt themselves for their own 
sake, who WIll? But the maw dIfficulty with the IndIan mem­
ben is that they are very IDdlVldualistlc and very often rebel 
against the leadership even of men hke the Lalajl. With the 
enthu~iasm and impatience of youth and J1lflllf'nc~d to a certain 
elttellt by the atmosph~re of freedom of t hl!'l'-Um ted , States, they 
want India to progre~s paIn ICdlly by lears and bounds They 
begin to complatn bllterly when Lalajl counsels progressIve steps 
in the Tealizatlon of our politJc:il goal, when he urRes them to 
undertake /.'fbly what IS practicable III order to be of most toffecNve 
us.o thelT motherland and not to be led by mere theC'Tles 
He wants tht'm to hve for Indl<1 and nQt act rashly and dIe a 
martyr's dedI h tn I he Alldam<'lIS. Of wh~t avaIl are hom hs and 
revolutIon hv ar metl for ce when : he pnme nece~sllle., fOl the 
nasses III hidld dre eriucatll,n. IlI'Clllal ~ocl~1 reform .1Ild food 
and clothmg EducatIon and relorm dre not brou~ht by 
revolutIOns, They llre eve! ywhere "I way~ matter~ of more or 
less slow progre's, Many ot our young mtll In Amenca have 
found I he fiery tlll1cmg calch",()! d~ (If I he revolutionIsts pleas-mg, 
and to t~<tch vounp; IndIa Illat palteIH.e, pel't'verance, industr" 
and self-! act dice nllly can bTlII/! 11~ nearer I he goal, has often 
proved to be a difficult task for LalaJI 

Flna.ncial Position. 
During the first year the League was entlfely supported by 

rlonallOns, membershIp due~ and ~l1bSc.lIptlOns to ' Young Indl"" 
from IndIans and Amenul1ls. The lotal amount thus reabzed 
was not vel)' large, but It was ~llfficlent to carryon a limited 
amount of activIIY, as mllch as was pOSSIble under war-time 
restdcllons The bulk of [he ! eC~lpts were from Indlan~ who 
gave alllhey cOl1ld from theIr earlllllgs by hald work. One of 
these donor~ deserves <peclal mention as an example of the 
unique sacnhce of an IndIan student. Mr. D C. V. Rao, who 
is at present one of the most actIVe workers In rhe Leaji(ue, 
donated hIS entire earnmgs for the ~ummer month~ uf 1918, 
which amounted to 175 dob. There have been mallY donations 
bigller III amount but none equal to It III saCrifice. 

Efforts to make lhe war k of thIS 01 galllzatlon known ill India 
and to appeal for funds were futIle, due lo the 51 rlct censorship 
of malis. but somehow Mr. TlIak heard of the financial condition 
of the League and he sent 5,000 dais, I hrough an American lady, 
who personaUy canled the draft when she returned to the 
United States from India. ThIS amount and many voluntary 
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the League possible up to the present. 

At the present moment the League has, limited funds ~t ifj. 
disposal. Its editorial staff works for nothmg. Most of tlftt 
other help IS volUlltary. The only paid officer ill at present t" 
Secretary, who IS devotlDg all his time to the work of the League" 
and who receives a bare hVIDg wage-just enough to let him 
eXI~t_ 

The fOI ces against India's freedom are mighty and untiring. 
To combat them succe~sfully, active educadonal .J>Topaganda 
should be carned on allover the world. The objects. the India 
Home Rule League are very definite. As Lala Lajpat Rai -has 
ex ~lal ned them :-

"OUf work IS that of edUcatIOn and consolidation. We are 
more than ever cOllvtnct!d that OUf success will ultimately depend 
upon our cOlholJdaled and united actIOn backed by the public 
0pullon of Great Brttalll and the DOlled States. The main 
fiel<1 of OUI ureratlons ht:s at home It IS there that we have to 
hulld, educ.lte and consolidate. But that does IlOt relieve us of 
the dllty of dOing the ~ame kllld of work abroad wherever our 
countrymen are to be found in numbers We have the moral 
backlOg of the world 0plnton for our cause. We must work to 
secule that moral backlllg. The only pOSSible way is to educate 
and t:nllghtl'll the people of the world by disseminatlllg knowledge 
of IndIa and Indian condittons " 



Speech of Senator Malone 
Before the :l"orelgn B.elations ~omm!ttee of 

the American Senate. 

August 29, 1919. 

Jlfr. Ala/ollt. I come here, Sir, to-day not as counsel In any 
technical or legal sense to 'peak. for' he people of Indld. I com,. as 
an AmeTican cItizen j I come, however. as their chosen representa­
tIVe. largely because It has been decreed, I understand, by this 
Committee tpat only American cltl7ens are to come here as 
Tepresentatlves 

1 he Clzat171lan That IS III conformity Wll h the Senate mleji. 
lib. Malo1le OtherWise, I should ask }-ou to hear the most 

-dIstinguished ClllLen ot India III this COUl1lry, Mr. LaJpat Rai, 
who IS here to-day. So It my diScussion of Indian affair') IS 

madequate, It IS due to the fact that I have only the casual 
understanding thdt an Amencan citizen could have of affalTs 10 

India. 
However, I speak to-day for a people who represent one fifth 

of the populatlOll of the world, who are 350,000,000 10 population, 
and who have a ten Itory about two-third, the size of the United 
State,. Alld there IS 110 q ue-tlOlI of pohtlcal expediency or advan­
tage to Amell(:a, and at the pre,ent time surely no question of 
commercial advantage to Amenca. So that the plea that I 
make IS based upon the humamtanan purpose for whIch 
we are supposed to have gone mto the war, and the humamtanall 
purpose which IS alleged to be the purpose of the covenant or the 
League of Natioll~, and I do respectfully sublntt that If the cove­
lIant \11 llS present form IS passed It may break the heans of the 
wOlld The heans of 350,000,000 people m India and mllHons III 

Ireland and mtlltons III Egypt Will be broken If It IS passed III its 
,present form, and WE: come here with .1 specific request and that 
specific request IS this: that thiS dll,tmglllshed Committee so 
amend the League of NatIOns 3S to make 1t obligatory on every 
signatory to the covenant and to that treaty to prOVIde democratic 
lnstitutions for the people who hve under the government of any 
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signatory. Ireland, Egyp~1 and India are very much in tb',~ 
position with Iclatlon to Great B,fI~lam III these ctrculOsta~c~~, 
yet, though as a man of Irish ongltl I regret LO SdY It, ludl, ~ 
a strategIc pOSlllOIl mpenor to that of lrelalld m HlIs rClSpect, tMt' 
England asked-and the reques[ was granted-that India should, 
be permitted to sign I he trealy I and EngldDd designated Mr. 
MOlltagu and au Iud Ian cItizen to ,K[ dS blguatonC:li for IndIa. 
Therefore Illdia I:. one of I he:: l1al1on~ whose blgnalure I~ on the 
treaty. Then:lore, India IS III a better pOSition ~lrat~glcal1y than 
Irel,md or Egypt, who do nOl appear 011 the Ileaty. 

Now I have 110 IllUSIOn about Enldand wl~h\ll~ to gIant any 
democratic advantage to In.lIa 1II gl\'lIlg her IhlS dl~fllJctlOn ... J 
am persuadea. that ElIgldnd mer,..ly warlled to get olle of her six 
votes dOWll on a dO(.lImeut, and Indld provided One of the SIX. I 
cannot sf.leak for Englalld for Ill,my re,,~om, bur I helleve that 
she wlslled I () get tile vote alld bhe did nOl ,lsk Illrlla to choosc 
her representallves to ~lglI th~ document. The Government of 
IndIa IS only th~ agem 01 Ihe Govtrnmelll of England. In the 
Montagu-Chelmsford reporl, issued by th~ duthollty of the BrItIsh 
Parliament Jrl 1919, It IS specifically <ldlllllled t hdl I he Govern­
ment of India by J<:Ugldlld I~ <III ab.oltlte debp 11\5111 The chief 
body whIch .. ctually reprc:sellls I he pe::ople of India I' the IndIan 
N atHHlal C(}llgre~. whIch, 01 cou r,e, under the CII cumstance8. is 
unoffiCIal lL mel, however, very cUIlIf.lIt:tely alld vny fully but 
.unoffiCially httl D::cember after Eogldnd had appOInted two replC­
$entallves, and Pd~sed the follolVlng Ie,olutlon (leadlllg):-

"That thIS Congrebb urge, ttldt III Ju~tlce to India It sholJld be 
represented by all decte::d reurebt:nldlJ ve ur I epre~entatl ves, 
10 the same extent a, the Self.governllJg DOn\1II10nS at any 
-conferences thaI lIlay be hdd to dellberdte or settle the terms of 
peace or. reconstructIon" 

PllrSudnt to I hat resolut 1011, I he C()ngre~s appOlllted three 
men to reprebellt the people of IndIa <It I h~ Pea(.e Conferellce. 
One of them applted for P"'bportb, alld. England refused the 
paSbport. fhen til" r"reSel1ldtl~e of the three delegates. 
appolllted of the National Congresb for In11d lIIlId the IndIan 
people, wrote to the President of the Ped~e Conference, M. 
Clemenceau, which letter, It !!lay be ~ald III pd~SllJg, re(.elved no 

. reply. In that letter he had a paragraph thal I thwk IS (..ryptlcal. 
Iy ~lgl1lficant of the whole sltuat'()u. He says .- , 

"It Wi u()[)ece~sary for me to dwell upon the Imperative import­
-<lnce of s.olvtng the Indian questIOn for the purpose oflnsl-1rtqg 
the future peace of the world and the progress of the people of 
india. IndIa IS self contained, harbours no deSIgn up.}u· the 
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«lfejnty, <1:( other State., lIU<&' bas no ambitivp ollt,We India. 
fNjtl\ h1l': ~ area! e~orit1(jus'esources, and pr':ldtgious ~)(..pula. 
-tJqnf ,hI' "'.U aspirerto be a leadmg Power 10 ,Asia, if not.1lI tQe 
world. $ae fcoltld, thl"refor.e, easIly be a powerful ste\Vard of tb~ 
LeagQ.e of NjltlOIlS In the East for mallltammg the peace.of the 
'Yorld and the stahihty of the Empire agaJIIst <Ill aggr/!ssors and 
di&turber& of the peace whether 10 As.a or et.ewht"re," 

And If there be anything to the slIggestlO\1 of a "yellow penl" 
at any time, a happy, contented self-!Zovernmg India, an lndla 
that has proved her worth to c.ivlilsatlOn Itl the present war. 
w0\l,ld have a stablhblllg Influence If bhe had ber institutions 
.xlr-chosen. 

'But with InOla poltti.cally enchamed, it IS Impos~\ble for her to 
occupy her proper place among the natIOns of the world Or to 
deve'lop and realise her potentlalltlt:s, so ab to be able to rendH 
deCISIve assIstance to the League 01 N atl'JOs III forclI1g tht: supreme 
ubject of Its creatIOn, VIZ, the peace ot t he world 

Gentlemen, IndIa wIll be ellht:'f ~,Ible, contented, and happy 
and a bulwark agal1l';t any pl)~slble yellow peril-If there be ouch 
a thmg, whIch I doubt very gravely-;he Will Plther be .hat or 
else contlllue (\tst'ontented, WIth grolVll1~ poverty, WIt h growmg 
suffcmng, SlY mIllIon llldlall~ dIed 111 the last three mOllthi of 
1918 from devitah~atlOn anti from InfluenZd because of the ~~ploJta· 
tum of India by England, not for India but fo-.,Eugland. the 
drawmg of resollrces out of India maklllg It Impos~ible for her to 
mallltam an adequate to~d 'iupply 

We face the world to-day wit h two alternatives, either a stable, 
happy, nation, a bulwark agaln<.t any menace, or a dl~contented 
IndIa, the baSIS of future explOIt at 1011 And then there Will be 
turned upon a reglOll ~ God knows how many wars that she may 
have, bec II1se I remember 111 one of the lIturgical hymns about 
India- there IS a descnption of war, which, when translated literally, 
means a deSIre for cattle The COlOagt:: of India at that early time 
was cattle, and the native populatIOn v~ llleially m descnbing 
war gave the dlfillltlOn of war as a deSIre for cattle. 

Now, If there should be a desire 10 the mlllds of th~ growing 
natIOns of the world to use India as a ground of exploitation, 
IndIa discontented, ul1stablt:, unhappy, and unfree, Will provide a 
fine field for future trouble. 

Now, gentlemen, It has been said publicly and privatf!ly that 
the C]uestlon of India 15 a domestic question for England to decide. 
No question, gentlemen, to my mlOd, of my nattonality, of any 
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~, whether tbev be J ,cqJ,bOO .or 3S0'ooO,6ci'.~ 
~ic questioo, if the whole world is called ~, '0, 
'i4II" .'(:brtlrtlbD ' e6dilCiI to decide upon it, awl it has t 'ez 

:"h.ith will make '.t~e liberty of manki~d not'i aot.." '. 
hJC.mitional quelt~n. 

But in the second place, specifically the c;lllIe of India c.nftOt be 
a dontestic question .ince England haa made India a tignatat}!, to 
tfle treaty. Th&refore, tne Government must comld.r di.it 
.ituati1>n. Now, tither she is to be an honeat-to-God siftnatoty 
to the treaty or .h~ is not. If she is, what i. her posit ibn ? Wht 

ftnt'emen, twat' posttion is as good as my (:ountry under a mlttJdaWy • 
.do' not know just exactly what a mandatory IS, I have not bftn 

ahle to find out, but It is supposed to bp some ~nd of • trUlItee­
ship, a guardianship, for other people until they are able to 
stand on their own feet and govern themselves. But if India i. a 
territory-is to be looked upon as a territory, not. mandatory, 
because she can never IIp~ak under present conditaons except 
through England-ihhe had a dIspute WIth Canada ahe could not 
.ppear and appeal to the machmery of the Lea~lIe in it. preaent 
(orm, because she could speak only through England. She i. 
merged in England. She could not 'peak except through 
England. So If she had a di'lpute with Canada, England could if 
'.h~ wlshedbave her appeal before the council under the present 
rtlachmery, ... t India herself could not do It. So IIhe I. nelthe .. 
fith nor fowl in the present circumstances. She was signed to 
t hat treaty for English, not for Indian purposes. 

But ~ wish to take advantage of the strategIc position which 
England has gIVen her to clam the rlghls of an honest·la.God 
natron that has !!lgned the treaty, and It does seem no extraordi. 
nary thin~ in America after the war tbat we should ask that 
every nation signed to the treaty with the altruistic pttrposes 
which those nations claimed to have should free every people 
serving, living and try~ to ltve under their own govern­
ment. 

1 am not here in any anti.British spirit; I sur~ am not. Mr. 
Chat'rruan, I am not here making any argument against lhe 
English people I am makmg arguments against the present 
GO\'ernment of England over 350,000,000 people. 

I should like to point out in conclusion what India did during 
the war. India .lave r.475.000 men to the W'ar. She contributed 
doUers 1,000,000,:100 In money, more thallt any other Dominion 
of Enctland. Besides untold quantities of stores and provisions, 
she suffered war losses of 100,000 men. The vitality of the people 
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was 8Q low, as I said, that dunng the last th:re~ momhs of 1915 
5he lOJt 6,000,000 people. 

The average income of an lndlau cltil'!en i. OoHers la, aDd 
hi. taxes are 1·60. There is not much opporlunlty for accumu­
lating wealth in Indla under these conditions, with an income of 
Dollers 10 and taxes of Dollers I • 60. vlTtually 2~ p~r cent. 

That the Brittsh Government i! not"'"prepared to apply the 
principle of self-determmatlon to Iudla is proveci by recent 
events. The system which England has already spoJten of al the 
system of democracy which she proposes for India is not even a 
fiscal autonomy for India It IS not even a provincial autrlnomy 
for India. And While the forms are highly allrulsti!-, the subst­
,mce IS very practical and ledves India Just exactly where she is. 

The people of India ask that havmg served ID tlus war subs­
tantially, having suffered death on the battlefield and death at 
home, and having beheved th~t the purpose of the Allies was 
democracy, we shall stand in the Intemattonal Coun of Equity 
dll of us with clean hands and that we of Amence who meant 
what we said "hall see that England stands also there with clean 
h .. nds. And the Ilpeclfic request that we make of thiS honourable 
Committee IS that there be "uch a change in the covenanr 311 will 
make 1t specifically Imperative Oil every signatory to the doculQeot 
that all people under each sIgnatory shall be p'rovided with 
democratic tnstltulJOlls. 'If> 

I beg to read a resolutIOn winch Mr. Rai has handed me, and 
which I OInttted, pdssed by the Indian NatIOnal Congress 111 

December last ,-
"In view of the prollouncement of PreSident Wilson, Mr, 

Lloyd George and other Bntlsh statesmen, that to ensure the 
futu! e peace of the world the prmclple of self-determinatIon 
IS to be apphed to all progressive natlous be It resolved that thIS 
Congress claims the reco~l1Il1on of India by the British Parlia­
ment and by the Pea(.e Couference as one of the progressive 
nations to whom the pnn('lple of self..oelermmatlOn should be 
~pphed," 

There can be no JustificatIOn whatever for withholdlDg tbe 
.lpphcatlon of thiS pnnclple to India. The plea of unfitness 
usually advanced by Ignorant people or vested mterests IS 
untenable and untrue The clvlhsatlOn of India IS admittedly 
much more ancient and venerable ~han that of Rome or Athens. 
ilnllsh statesmen themselves have often declared that India was 
clvlhsed centunes before the modern nations of Europe emerged 
from barbarism Indian society ha~ been held together for 
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order and load Government exi'sted in IIl~ia for ~Ul14fe4t of 
v.s and its aquall compare favourably with au, Ptrioc:! of 
european history. Even democratic: forms of Gover'n~ 
rtiouriabed in various partl of India centurres before Alex_Dcter 
the great invaded Hindustan. All educated Indians paaliobately 
p,~ested aaaipst the imputation of unfitness as a calumnious 
hbol upon their capacity for self-government on democratic 
pnqctple.. 1 am thorou~hly convinced that the pressing 

.p,oOlerns of the poverty of India, physical degeneration, industrial 
regeneration, ecoD9mic development, technical and pnmary 
~ducatlon and delicate qUestlOIlS of caste and custom can n~ver 
be solved by men exclUSively wedded to 'Kestern civihsation but 
<.aO be successfully surmounted by Indians alone. I submil 
Europeans are disqualified for the task: Indians alone are fit for it. 

Gentlemen, you know what 18 said: There are so many 
acc\lsatiQns that India is not fit for self-government. India IS 
'nOl, under those circumstances, fit for self-government such as the 
Enghsh or Western CIVIlisation would Impose upon her. But 

, Inds~ ,iJI fit for self-government, for governing her own Institutions, 
her own people speaking through England, If you Will, an England 
which would recognise the culture, the conditions, and the diver~ 
sity of institutions of India, The only barner to aelf-determina­
'tlOn, M.r. Cha1rman, in India is the continued rule such as India 
·has been gIVen. The facl that men soeak different languages IS no 
bal ner to self-determinatton of Indl'" through self·chosen Institu­
lions. That does not prevent their comlOg together ill a country, 
III a deSHe for political freedom The wonderful work that bat 
,been done in the Phihppme Islands III 20 years by the United 
Stales 10 prepaflng that people substantially for self government 
makes the present treatment of the people of India, WIth their 
,thousand. of years of culture and art and character, untenable. 

And gentlemen, I submIt that thiS IS not a tiction-thls argu­
'ment. You deal With a concrete situallon. You are now at a 
Critical time, and may 1 say, Mr. Chairman, that I am at least 
'Jne American who sees no reason whatsoever why a piece of 
:machinery hke the League of Nallons, which it 15 hoped by its 
ch~f advocate WIll prOVIde the n.achmery for the peace and the 
liberty and comfort of millioDs of mAnkind for centuries, should 
be rushed throuch without a complete disculSlon by the people 
of every nation; surely not by thiS country, who asked to do our 
share toward the completlon of that covenant WIthout regard to 
any poittical consideration. 
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We should see that this document and everi provision in It is­
thoroughly diacusaed, completely opposed and argued for. A 
year or two years spent on the discussIOn of a piece of machlDcry 
which is supposed to gUide mankind for centuries would not be 
long, aod we can pause and think It over and stop to conSider 
the meaning of It. I have asked to·d~ merely the consideration 
of this Committee-and you have 6l'~n very generous in your 
time, a'r-tp the one problem of india. WI\! there be an India 
content and free under democratic II1shtutions, which shall be 
demanded and requlfed by our nation, or will It be an India oj)en 
for future exploitation, "for wars, and, for graveyards for her sons ( 

1 wish to leave bnefs for all members of the Committee. 



Th~ Memorandum 
The following is the Text of the Memorandum submitted 

thy Mr. Malon.e, Senator, USA., to the J'oreign Relation. 
Committee, '0. S A., Senate, on behalf of India. 
To 

The HOll'ble Members of the 
Foreign Relations COmn11l1 e~, l', S. Senate, Amenca, 

Slfs,-l' nder mstrucllons from represelltal1Ve Hmdu organisa­
{10m III this country havmg a membership of Hmdus and Arne­

''-Icaos, I have the honour to submit the followmg brief for the 
'~avourable considerat'on of your Hon Committee In connection 
WII h the ratification of the Peace Treaty now pending before 
you. 

India IS a dependency of the BrItish Empire. Its Government: 
'IS by a st.ttute of the British Parhamer.t vested III the Secretary 
uf State for India at Whitehall, London, as one of the many 
Jepilrtments of the Bntlsh admml<;tratlon The CIVtl and mlh­
tary Government of India IS delegated to a Governor General 
III Council, appolllted and nommaterl by the saId Secretary of 
State wllhuut any reference to the people of Tndla. The Secre­
tary of State IS the final authonty II) all matters, executive, 
ddmlOlstrdllve, and legislative, and even judICIal, 10 so far as he 
or the Governor General of India under hIm appolDts all the 
preSldmg officers of the courts of Justice 10 IndIa. The 
Legl~lat1ve function of the Governmem of India IS vested in a 
Legl~lative Council of sixty members, the majority of whom 
.Ire ~ervants of the Crown, appomted by the Secretary of 
State or the Government of India. Thus no legislation can 
be mtroduced or finally camed In that assembly which IS not 
approved or accepted by the Secretary of State, The Go·.ern­
mellt of India IS only the agent of the Home Government. 
That the Government of IndH. IS an "absolute" despoU$m 
has been admItted III the Montagu-ChelOlsford Report issued 
by the aUlhoflty,)f the British Parliament in 1918 (see Articles 7 
and 34). 

By virtue of her services during the \Var the Peace Con-
1erence at Pans accepted India as a "belilgerent power With 
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putieular Interest entitled to be separately reresented by 
"two delegates in addition to the.representatloD 0 the Br:ti~"'. 
G~emment by the Panel system." But the Government of 
India does net represent the people of that country, not being 
elect~ ~ tbens nor being appointed tty their consent, owing' 
no (h~ibnity to them. India was at ,the I-eace Conferenc:4" 
r~f!_ed by two nominees of the British ""Government. Thus' 
IncUaTs representation at the Pea~e <:Qnf.renee was tjot a~­
pregentation of the Indian N .. ioll througb properly el~ctM' 
ministers or representatives. Cbnseqnently the Ind",n Natiottal 
Congress, the unoffiCial Parliament of India, in its sessIon held at 
Delhi in December last, passed the following re!lolution ; 

"That this Congress urges that in justice to India it should 
be represented by an elected representatIVe or representatives 
10. the same extent as the self.Governmg Dominions, at an~ 
Conferences that may be held 10 deliberate or settle the terms 
of peace or reconstructIOn .. In view of the short"elS of tim~ 
aDd io aticipation of the requclt being acceded to by HI, Majesty's 
Government thls Congress elecls as Its repretentauVIII Lok fbI 
GUillldhar Tilak, Mr. M. K. Gandhi, and Mr. Sayed Ha~fI 
Imam." 

In pUfiuanceof thIs Te801ution Mr. Hal GaQgadbar Tllak, one 
ofth~l1epreseotatlVes appolDted by tbe laid Coulrns, applied for 
petmi8llon to attend the Peace Conference. But he was refused, 
pauports. COlequently under rule 11 of the reg,u!atlOl1lprOftil.'-. 
• d by tbe Peace Conference be .ubmiUed.~'~o ...... tiono 
to, .the &esident of the PeaCle Cl)nfenmoe,to be laid befur'e ene. 
Confe.:encc for favourable oonlliderauon. Paragraph, 3. 4 and 
of the.said representation run as below. 

It is neeessary for me to dwell upon the imperll"e importance­
of solving the Indian question for the purpose of e1IlsJ)ri~ the 
Peace of the World and the 'propelS of the ,People of Iadial 
Indili is self-contained, harbour. no de.Wn upon' trbe integrity of;­
other States, and has no ambiticm outside India. Wtth her valt 
area, cmorlnoos resources and prodiglQus populatlcm !he rDa\' 
.ell 'uptre 10' be ii' leadiog Powet" in Asi. jf.pot 1D''I!bC World .. 
Sb, owld'tMrefore:ea!lily be a powerful stewaret of the Leqae 
af:NitirJuift rile East for'maintainiDl tbep!lllCe'ofthe woricl·and 
the st .. lUlity :oT the British Empire .gainst aU .......... aud' 
di!l~urblers of the- pl;acc'wRether iQl ASa er ~ae~e. But WIth· 
tnd1a poUticlaIiy enchained it II JUIPQDIble far her to GCCIlRY lNr 
p~t ,,·JIIIIldIll'l.'l\e'NatlODS'O"f tbe 'WOJIld, '1M' to develop and:. 
reahse ' her'. potentlatities, hI'lS to Ite IdJle to l'el1I.te'lt d"issve ...... 
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sistance to the LeBlue of Nations in enforcIng tbe lupNaw __ i 
of its creal ion. yiz the Pe.~e of the World. Apart from th1l con­
sideration India herself may become an apple of ditcotd a .... 
the Great Po,,"rs of Europe, and there i. et.ery realo" to 
aoticipale that. In future, Europe will have keen com\Mtitors in 
Asia and in America, if not for the conqueet of India, at leatt tOr 
tiM produce of India, occ3lionlOR jealousies and rivalries culminat­
ing in wan. This Will happen so long as India haa uo power to 
determine het mteroal and commercial polier without interference 
ftom Whiteban-an interference which is Viewed with suspicion 
ID India, in Europe and in Asia. From the point of view of the 
peace of Alia, and from the point of view of the peace af 
the world, it is. therefore. absolutely necelsary that IOOi. 
should be self.governed IOternally, and be made the bulw.rk of 
Jibl'rt}· ;n the East. There can be no doubt that luch an objective 
IS worthy ·of the hiChest and noble9t statesmanahip, accords with 
the prlacip'e..of right and JUStice, an~ harmoniees with the declat­
ee! .aspiration. of the' people of Ifldia· 1 

Internlilly there can be no contentment or peace amonglt a 
ilfth c(lf t he prOpUUJt\oR of the globe unletl the people are fret to 
ClU've out thew own deettnv. 

Aft', this world-wide 'Var for libenttiurl of mankind from the 
men4ciot dc:li$maden of G.ermany, and the dawn of a ~.w Qrder. 
it is euperftuoul fof' me to urJe that no civiheed nalloo should ... 
gQ1tefned by any other nation wuoo.,\t it, (:OOIeDt, up9Q theofi" 
of trustee1thip propouDded oatemibly. fOr the henetit of-the wa'r~. 
India therefore den11l-'d. as her binh.right the applicatiOn of the 
priaci~ of Setf'Oerennimtion, or the purpose of eoa~ias 
her people to tackle and tol"e the compte): problem. of bulia:ac:~ 
car,ctiag fO the' get\.ous' of her people. The talk is beyond the 
q~lY of ' aliens. However t:!'leate<! and benevolent tht!:y ima~­
~'Go .. ernol'l. satlarated with ideats of Wntern Clvmrataoa, with-
1)1It real ami gen.uine aympatby wtth. Indian oWihsatioD. :are uo. 
for. ami should. not undertake tbe guidance and deItiDy d tire ,Mat ld,an people. The Indian National CongreIIl and the 
'M\.IntS*a MUelinl Luglle, two p4lldrical Institution. NICOIQiMd 
,~~ IRd' .. I as' the lmlt rop ..... hla.ive spokes..- pf 
'llrititlf: locH ......... ·.enell. t.fIIU, '4«m'aUd 'in; the .Nowiog ..... u-
t1Cilt pMId ..... ~ .. '""~lul it~I' • 

1 Mlit 'riew of._~ Of pt. ..... Wilton, Mr.lJDyd 
&!icM~_"~~st~ tbJIttlt'-w. lbe fut .... pate 
,Of, """ 1ftlI4Ct, tbe pr.j,ple af Se1f;.Detet1Mltatiua be .",uied to 
an,....-lI'e _Ion&. b:! it reao(yed that thi~ Congtesscl3'iml, the 
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,l"eeogaitioD of lrutiJ by the Britie.h ParlIament and by the Peace 
Conlerence as ODe of the progr.ssive Nations to whom ttle ptiD. 
ciple of Self-Determination should be apphed." 

There can be no Ju.ufic.ation whatever Jor withholding ~he 
application of ,this princIple to IndIa. The plea of nnfitQes..., 
,,"sl.I&1ly,a!\vaO<:ed by I,"orallt people or vested interllsls, is unU!1l­
able and uotrbe' The cIvilisatIon of lMia is admlttedlv much 
more ancient and venerable thall that of 'Rome or Athetll. 
Brttish st~tesmen themserves have often dec;larerl that India was 
civihseQ centuries befpre the modern nations of Eutope emerged 
from barbarISm, India!) ~ociety !;tas been h~ld together for thou­
sands of years WIthout foreign aId or Iflterveotlon. Peace, order 
and good Gov,ernment eXIsted ID IndIa for hundreds d year~, and 
Its annal., compare favourably WIth any penod of European hIstory. 
'Even democratIc forms of Government flounshed in varIOus parts 
of India ceotunes befort' Alexdnder the Great mvaded. Htndus­
Ian. All educated Indl,lIIs pa~sl()lnately prOI est agalOst I he IIU­
putalion of unfitness as a calummous hbel upon their capat-tty 
for Sel-Goverument on democral1c princIples I am throll~hly 
convmced that the pressmg prohlems of the poverty 01 Indld 
'physIcal degeneratIon, Industrial regeneration, economIc d evtJop 
ment, techmcal and pn IIIJry t=ducallon, and delicate ques tlOll1 0 

of caste and cuslom can never be solved by men exr1I1'>lvely 
'wedlled to Western clvllt~atlOn, hut can be successfully surmount· 
ed by Indians alone I submIt Europeans are dlsquahfied for the 
task; Indians alone are fit for It. 

India and the League of Nations. 
The Covenant of the League of N allons has been SIgned for 

India by tne [~l. Hon. MI. Montagu dnd H H the Mahaldja of 
Blkdner. neither of whom dellved any authonly from the people 
of India, who have never been cOllsulted about the constitutlon 
of the League of NatIons. Any declSlOn therefore arTlved at by 
the League of NatIOns Will 110t be bmdlDg on the IndIan 
Nation. 

The people of IndIa refuse to attach any wel~hl to a League 
of Nations which does not prOVIde for the appltcdtlon of the 
prlnclple of Self-Determinal1on to the nations that are held in 
subjection by the sIgnatories of the Covenant. The Covenant of 
the League of NatIons as at prell~nt settled makes no provIsion 
fOI requinng Its signatones to apply that pnnclple to then own 
dependencies. The Brittsh Government has refused-to apply 
t hat principle to India, now or hereafter, by the announcement 'of 
their policy made on Augu~t 20, 1917. They suU adhere to that 
policy. That announcement IS directly opposed to the prilk:lp-al 



object of the War, ,and to tb. _ain pOff''* of the Loague of 
Nations. The announcement runs •• foUo .. ~ . 

The policy of His Majesty'. G~ment with which 1M 
Government of India 'are in complete accord, is that of the {bcrea· 
~~ng as~oclallpn of Indl.lOs in every mnch of the adminiatratiou 
ilnd the gradual development of self.gove1\iing institutions wtth 
J. \'Iew to the progressIve reahsation of Respona~ble GoverlH11eUt 
1Il India as, an integral part of the Brj~i'sh Em~ire. T6ey have 
.declded that substantial steps 1Il this dlreclion should be t,\1ten as 
soon as possible, and' that It IS of the highest impolppce 3:\ a pre­
liminary to c\)\lsidenng what these steps should be lQat there 
:,hould be a fl ee and IIIformal exchange of opinion bel ween those 
;11 authonty at home and 10 India His Majesty's Governmelll 
have accordmgly decided, With HIs Majeat V's otpploval, that 1 
should acc:.epl the Viceroy's ilwltatlon to proct'ed \0 India to 
{hscu~s these matters With the Viceroy and the Go\'ermnent of 
India, LO cOO>lder with the Viceroy the views of loedl Govern· 
ments, and to receive him with the suggestIOns of repre~entalive 
bod Ie:, and others" 

"I would add lhdl progress III thIS pohcy can only be 3l.hleveu 
by ~uccess\Ve stage~. The Bntlsh Government and the Goveru· 
ment of Indld 011 whom the respol1Slbihly hes for the well.He anli 
adV<111Cement of I he Indian people, must be judges of the. lime 
and measure of each ;jdVdnCe, and they IlIust be gUIded by the 
,a-operation received trom those upon whom new 0ppOItullllIel 
of ~er\'lce Will thus be conferred and by the extent to wh!ch Il IS 

tOl\nd t hal coufidenLe can be reposed 111 lhelr sense of 
'l'esponslbillty." 

.. Ample oppurtulllly Will be afforded for public dlSLlISS1JIl 
of the propo~als whu .. h Will be submitted In due course to 
Parhament.'· 

The Indtan NatIOnal Congress and the AII·lndla Mushm 
LCdgue have protesled aga\llst t he language of I hiS announce· 
ment 111 the fdce of wl)1ch the mdu610n of IndIan a~ a number 
of the League of Natlom can be of no henefit 10 her or the wolld. 
"he Government of India has been so tar admimstered III the 
I11lerest of lhe Brjtlsh Empire 10 the neglect of purely Illdlan 
llltel eSls, and the COllstllutlon of the League of Nations provide. 
110 guralltee that It would be otherWise ID the future. Oilly 
f~cently j. Austill ChambtrlalD admitted that 10 the .past ahc had 
heen a drawer of water dnd a hewer of w~ for the relt of the 
Empire. COlUequentlv, It is respectfully urged for the COII­
:'Jderdllon of your Hon. Committee that the Co\'enant of 
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the teague of M'attons be 50 amended as to make it obligatory 
upon all its s1gnatOftes to immediately recojlnise the rirht of 
India and other dependendes of the BritIsh Empire like Ireland 
and ESypt to determme thetr own form of Government. 

the ConstitutIon of the League as settled in the PeOlce' 
Treoaty leaves several important !TIatter!! tital to the peace 6f 
the world unprovided for. It makes no provision for the 
'1ettlement of disputes between the people of India and the 
people of Great BritalO. The Government of Great Britain and­
the Government of India being identH>al there can never 
logically be any dispute between India and Great Bmam which 
could be referred to the League of Natio'"!!! Or to the Inter­
national Court of JustIce comtemplated by the Covenant (If 
the League of Natlom. The people of IndIa are no part ot 
this LearuE' and the Government of IndIa IS only an agent 
or the Government of Great Britam. Thus India, althollgn 
a member of the League of Natiom, is practu'ally 10 a ,vorse 
position than the territories to be administered by the mandatorie .. 
of the J..eague. Whiie the people of the latter can iegitil'l'n.t.el)' 
complain to the l.eague of Nallont for the redress of fl't,.r 
W!Rf1gs, for·the cbange of the mandatory; or for the Tec<Jift'tmn 
"':dullr imlependence, India can never do so ag"itllt any 
""1M of Great Britain in ,India or relating to India. Thur. 
_Ie ttteollet.ically India 111 politIcally indepenclent in tht\ 
tneantng (Jf, anide 10, virtoally her positloo IS worM, thaa thal. 
ef 'thlnOIlatrie. 'te be' a:tmi.ni,t8red by t be madatohes. 

'Vbat then, i~ the' meaning of' the expression" existinll 
political indepeltdenoe" m Article 10 10 reIalion to Indta? 
Suppose there is' a dliSpute between India and Canada. Iiow 
em that- dispute be bronghe bfofbre t"e tl.e~ue of Nations, whell 
both.India and. Canada are untie!' Great Britain'2 ladia" beioU 
~erbtd .by to...,at Britain, czo never place al?f ,of her tli~~ 
befont tlM League of Nations Independently, of Gr~ llritainy.. 
ladia!5I,e.isting poIjtiClt~ statu. as ntl. But her IIld~'1ian a~ 
311 or"inal, aHQJber' of, tbe League of ~atmne,eRtit~ her. tq 
claim ttlurt tIb~ que._ of ber potilical. status i.. nol .. '~1p 
cpettilln Qf Great Brit~in ~ ~ ~",een, her.,&t,ea, 
Britain..! India' i. titus entid~; to point out t~ ;the!' or"" 
"'gna~. of th. Leerpe 'af tit__ that!o'lte cmnOt perf..." 
,bertduties as 11 ra __ rOl. ~"e t...e.w~ nor .a&;eept. any-_1~1 
,ftlv1ch .. -.ltfmut'th,e, l.eat.. ~ h.,. .1:(& a1'l _ ........ 
pOlitICal:, e'lt'istenee. i Vievre4 in. thil Itght t'he q~ can 
,,-err titly ,w oonMdered by }':OIIt" Comullt.t~_ Indta., ~ 
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an original member of the Leal[ue, cannot be considered to -be t1 

territory under the control of Great Britain, withm the meaning 
of clause B. Art 23. 

lrtdia made very substantial contribution to the t'uecess 
of the 'Yar. She sent 1,457,000 men, cOlltributed about a 
billion dollars in money, besides untold quantltie~ of lItMaa, 
provisions and equipment, so far that she was bled white to her 
own 10SI. Even in nOTmal conditions about a half of the Indian· 
people ( i.e. 1:0 million) are msuffiClently fed. not getting .. a 
full meal a day", vide Lord Sinha's statemem made to the 
Overseal PreS! m 1018. But on account of the \Var drain 
their sufferings were tembl}' multiplied. The "itaht)' of the 
people was so low that during the concluding months of the 
\Var she lost 6 million'S from influenza alt)ne, while her war 
casualties amounted to 100.000 Many Hindus enlisted in the 
F S. Army and fought to free other nations III Europe. The~' 
respectfully urg~ upon your Hon. Committ~ that their own· 
country be allowed the privilege of Self·DetermmatlOn. 

Cooaidering the a\'erage annual Income of an Indian (tHo)' 
India is a very poor country. Her poverty hall mcreued 
considerably by reason of her economic exploitation by the 
British NatiOn. She nct only suffen from taxation with4IIJ 
l'ep~ion, but also from the burden of a hURe f1l1htar~ 
arm v wtllcb ill being mamtamed mainly for Imperial PlJrp~ 
In IS4 India's mlbtary expenditure wat. only ~7 million doUafs ; 
m IQt4-IS it w.as over IZS million dollars. lQI~-IQ it was q~ 
mitliOtl dollars and for IQ19- 2o It has been fixed at ~b 
million dollars, whlcb is 40 per cent of her total revenues. 
while the Government expenditure on education has never 
exceeded more than 20 million dollars. The induatrial 
backward ... of India has beeD testliied to in mournful latlftt"age, 
both by the Mootagu-Cheu-fO'rd report and the Rpmt of the 
Industrial Comm:iMion only recently issu:ed. 

That the British Government 15 not prepared to apply the­
prinaple ql SeK·Oetenmnauon to India is also proved by recent 
ewau.. .Siuce the armsaii:e f.yeah c'lerciao la., ha\'e beeR 
~ in spite of tbe UDaJJUJIIOIa protest. of t he Nation.. aa4 
... die ~ orpNee4 a NatMI1-tride Ilrille in ~_ 
theNwith drey .~ 'put ~0W1J by 1_ mdiL.ary usmc IQ~ 
gam ........ ___ ffOfTl ~, resahiDt& 'Ie the 
deatb of ~ ao4 H1jury to a Itill tac«er Dumber. Mmtiia' 
La ... ,... pmalai .... , w&aic:h liM lellt'ellced., "1lJ"' tilt j ,."e"2" 1?o 
penone to death. 147 (0 lraospon3tlOn for htie aftd z" .. tl' 
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rigorous IInpn~olllnent. Most of these are prominent men 
of the Punjab which province contributed the largest number 
of soldiers. A number of cll1zens were flogged 10 the streets. 
Many papers have been suppressed and the security depostts on 
many others have bl!(:n fortened. 

Amenca Jomed the War 10 order La destory Imperialism 
<lnd militarl$ln, aud 10 estahhsh Democra<.)", all "ver the world 
The main object of tht:: League of NatIOns IS the same, hecause 
peace cannot be e~labhshed Without It Under the circumstances 
the people of India respectfully pomt out that not only the 
present r:OOSlltUtiOIl of the League falls to secure that object, 
but on the other h.md It practically gurantees the perpetuation 
of Imperialism and despoll~m whIch Ameru.:a's partICipatIOn \l1 

the War wa~ IlItended to de~tory and the restnlatlOn of 
r.vhlch t he League of N allons IS mtellGed to prevent. 

Dudley Field Malone 
On Behalf of the People of India . 

.-\lIgmt 29, 1919. 
New York City, 



Mr. Tilak's Representation 
TO THE 

Peace Conference. 
From, 

To. 

BAL GANGADHAR TILAK, 
ELECTED RRPRKSRNTATlVE OF BRITISH INDIA, 
10 Howley Place, Maida Vale, London, W. 2. 

MONSIEUR GEORGES CLEMENCEAU, 
SRNATOR, PRESIDENT OF THE PIfACK CONFRRRNCa:. 

Pans. 
LONDON, March II, I9I9 

SIR, 
Under the Rule XI of the regulatIOns promulgated by the 

Peace Conference and by virtue of the resolutIOns of the Indian 
NatIOnal Congress quoted below, I have the honour to request 
that you will be pleased to place this representation before the 
Conference for favourable consloeratlOn 

2. I beg to assure you that all India has heard with unmixed 
gladne§~ that "the Conference assembled to fix the conditions of 
Peace" indudes india as a "beillgerent Power with particulal 
interest" entitled ,obe separately represented by two delegates 
10 additIOn to "the representallon of the: British Empire by the 
panel system:' But, unfortunately, under the eXlsling autocratic 
system of Government, British India cannot be represented by a 
Mmlster responsible to the people. India may be pOlitically 
diVided into two parts: one composed of British India and the 
other of the Native States HIS Highness the Maharaja of 
Blkamr has been selected and nommated by the Government 
of India to represent the Natlve States, and S. P. Slllha (now 
Lord Sinha of Ralpur) has been selected and nominated by the 
Government of India to represent British India i but thiS has 
heen done without consultmg the people of IndIa, or obtaining 
their approbation. On this pomt the consensus of Indian opinion 
was faithfully expressed by the PreSident of the Indian National 
Congresss held at Delhi III Decemher last, when he dedared that 
Hit will remain a matter of regret that Bntlsh IndIa wiIJ not be 
represented at this great Conference by a person appointed by 
the Government on the recommendation of the elected represen. 
Uvea of the people." 
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[Here followl the Congress resolution.] 

Upon the decision of the Peace Conference to concede separate­
repretentation to India, I addressed a letter to the Pl'lme Minister 
of England, suggesting the formation of a penal of twelve person& 
elected by representative institutions in India to give effect to the 
decision of the Allied Powers and the wishes of the people of 
India. But the Secretary of State for l.ndia replied "that he is 
unable to support the reque§t." Tn vlewof the great conflict of 
opinion between the Government and the people regarding the 
constitutional reforms proposed by Government and" thOle 
demanded by the people, thiS refusal i~ very regrettable. Under 
the circumstances, I feel constrained to avaIl mys~lf of the oppor­
tunity afforded by Rule Xl to submit these observations for the 
consideration of the Conference. It·s impossible to diSCUSS the 
argument. in support of the people~s demand 10 a bnef letter; 
but I am ready and willing to appear before any persoll or com­
mittee to substantiate the reasonahleness of the demands. or to 
furnish any mformatlon or explanation that may be required. 
provided passports are granted to me. As a matter of fact, I 
applied for a passport before the Indian National Congress resolu­
tion reached me, for the purpose of attending the proceedmgs 
of the Conference in the capacity of a Journalist: but the 
Britilh Government deCIded agam~t me, upon the graturtoU5 
aasumption that "my wish to secure admiSSion to the Conference 
ae a visitor and spectator cannot be atta!11ed " 

Importa.nce of Solution. 
3. It is unnecessary for me to dwell upon the imperative 

importance of solvmg the IndIan questIOns for the purpose of 
ensuriDg the future Peace of the World and the progress of the 
people of Ind!a. India is self-contamed. harbours no deSIgn upon 
the mtergrity of other States, and has no ambition outSIde India. 
With her vast area, enormous resounes, and prodigIOUS popula­
tion she may well asplle to be a leadmg Power m ASia If not 10 

the World. She could therefore eaSily be a powerful steward of 
the League of Nations 10 the East for mamtaIDmg the peace of 
the world and the stabihty of the Bntlsh Empire agamst all 
aggressors and disturbers of the peace whether 10 Asia or else­
wbere. But witn India polItically enchained, it IS ImpoS&lble 
for her to occupy her prop r place among the NatIOns of the 
world, or to develop and realise her potentlahtles, so as to be able 
to render decisive asslstaDce to the League of NatIons 10 enfore­
in~ the supreme object of its creatIOn, rlIZ., the Peace of the 
World. , Apart from thiS conSideration. India herself may 
be<:ome an apple of discord among the Great Powers of Europe, 
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and there is every reason to allticipate that, 'in future, Europe 
.iIl have keen competitors in Alia and In America, if not (or 
the conquest of IndIa, at lawt for the produce of India. occ •• ion. 
ing jealousies and t'ivalries culminoltillg in wa .... This will haDptiQ 
10 long as India has no power to determine her internat and 
commerCIal pohcy without that mterference frolD Whitehall-an 
mterference which is VIewed WIth suspicion in India, in Europe 
and In ASIa. From the pOInt of view of the peace of Asia, and 
from the P(}tnt of vIew of the peace of the world, It ii, thorefore, 
absolutely necessary that India should be self governed internally, 
and be made the bulwark of hberty in the East. There can be 
DO doubt thal such an Objective II worthy of the highest and 
noblest slatetmaoshlp. accords WIth the principle of right 
aod jU5tlCo!, and harmonisell WIth the declared aspirations of the 
people of IndIa. 

4. Internally there can be no contentment or peace amoDllt 
a fif- h of the populatIon of the globe unless the people are fr •• 
to carve out theIr own destlOY 10 the same way al Canada, 
Austraha and other British DomInions, while remaimng a member 
of the famIly of free·nauons in the Bntish Commonwealth. 
Indeed, there can be no real progress without hbet'ty. AU 
capacity for mitlalive IS paralysed. Self-confidence is uod,.-­
mined. In countless mVlslble ways subjection demorali ... 
qallon~ and retards both their moral and material progress. 

After thIS world Wide-war for liberation of mankind from the , 
menacing domination of Germany, :lnd the dawn of a New 
Order, It IS superfluous for me to urge that no civilised nation 
ahould be governed by any other nation without its CODlIent, upon 
Lb"ones of trusteeshIp propounded ostensibly for the benefit orthe 
ward. IndIa therefore demands as her birth-right the application 
of the pnnclple of Self·DetermmatJon for the purpose of empower­
ing her people to tackle and solve the complex problems of India 
accordmg to the gemus of her people. The task is beyond the 
capacllY of aliens. However talented and benevolent the, may 
be, Governors, saturated With ideals of Western civilisation, 
without real and genuine sympathy with Indian civilisation, are 
unfit for, and should not un1ertake, the guidance and desllny of 
the treat Indian people. The Indian National Congress and the 
AlI- ndla Mushm League, two political institution~ recognised 
throughout Indaa as the most representative spokesmen of Bririlh 
Iodla, have preferred tbis demand in the following resolution 
passed at Deihl in December last : 

•• In VI ... of the pronouncement of President WillOD, Mr. 
Lloyd Gearre and other British statesmen, that to ensure tile 
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future peace of the world the principle of Self-Determination be 
apphed to all progressive nations, be It resolved that this Congress 
.c1aims the recognition of India by the BntLSb Parliament and by 
the Peace Conference as one of the progresSIVe Nations to whom 
the prinCiple of Self Determination should be apphed." 

5. There can be no justification whatever for wlthholdi:tg 
the applicatIOn of thiS pnnclple to Indla-.,,~ The pita of unfitness, 
usually advanced by Ignorant people or vested mtereat., is 
untenable and untrae. The clvlhsation of India IS admittedly 
much more anCient and venerable than that of Rome or 
Athens. British statesmen themselves have often declared 
that India was cIvIlised centuries bdore the modern nations of 
Europe emerged from barbarism. Indian soc:ety has been held 
together tor thousands of years Wll hout foreign aid or interven­
von. Peace, order, and good government eXisted 10 India for 
hundreds of years, and its annals compare favourably with any 
period of European history. Even domocratlc form of Govern­
ment ftounshed m vanous parts of India celllunes before Alex­
ander the Great mvaded Hmdustan. All educated Indians passion­
ately protest against the Imputation of unfitness as a calumniOUs 
.libel upon their capacity for Self· Government on democratic 
pnnclples. 1 am throughly com'mced that the pressing problems 
of the poverty of India, phYSical degeneration, llldustnal regenera­
tion, econolmc development, techmcal and pnmary education / and 
dehcate questions of caste and custom, can never be solved by men 
exclUSIVely wedded to Western civlitsatlOn, but can be successfully 
surmounted by Indians alone. 1 submit Europeans are disqualifi­
ed for the task, Indians alone are fit for It. The fitness of 
Indians IS asserted by the Indian National Congress, and- IS 

recogmsed by the British Labour Party 
[Here 4re quoted the respective resolution •• ] 
6. It must be admitted that oplDlOn IS not unal11mous 10 

.1Ddla regardmg the whole of the reforms proposed. Unammlty 
10 detail IS unattamable 10 a population of 250 Imlhons 10 British 
India. During the bnef occupation of Belgium by the Germans 
a few were found even there who were not abhamed to proclaim 
that they were content with German Government. Confhct of 
'VIews, therefore, IS lIlevitable m India. Nevertheless such diver­
gence of views as mamfests Itself IS not due to any doubt of the 
capacity of Indians for full Self·Go'·ernment, but rather to the 
various degrees of deslTe to proceed on the hnes of least resistance, 
or anxiety to enhst offiCial sympathy and disarm offiCial antagonism, 
ariSing from the natural reluctance of the bureaucracy to part 
with pO\fer or facihtate the democratisation of the GovelnmeDt of 
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India. The capacity of Indians to adjust their differences is 
demonstrated by the Concordat between the Hindus and the 
Muhamadans announced m 1916 at Lucknow and alluded to in 
the Montagu-Chelmsford Report (Report, para, 27) Once the 
principle of Self-Determmatlon IS conceded, all confhct of opinion 
will vanish, and the people would formulate a scheme acceptable 
even to those who profess to dIffer at present As matters stand, 
in spite of the offiical attitude, an overwhelming majonty of the 
people are united m theIr demands-the dl~sentient~ being numeri­
cally neghglble. They clamour for the prinCIple of Setf-Determina~ 
tion, and characterise the present proposal of Government as 
" dIsappointing and unsatisfactOry," even as the first step toward~ 
the ultImate goal of represelllatlve and responSIble Government. 

7. I am loth to dISCUSS lhe mInIma demanrls of the people and 
the maxIma proposal or the Government, I feel, however, that 
a Imef ,talement of the nropo~ed offiCIal reforms and of the popular 
Criticism and claIms wIll reveal the fundamental defecls of the 
proposals and the paramount necesslly of Self Detel'matlOfl for an 
honest, true, and satisfactory solullon of the great IndIan problem. 

Government of India 
8. Under the vanous Act, of Parliament consolidated hy the 

Government of India Act 1 q 15 (5 & 6 Geo "ch 61) Bntish India 
Is governed tn the name of HI'; MaJ~sty the Ktng-Emre~or of India 
by the SeLl etary of St ate tor I ndl,l '" line of the many depan ments 
of British admlnlstratlOIl, WIth a"~l\tance of the CounCil of India. 
Subject to the control of the Secretary of Slate, Ihe civIl and 
Military Government of India IS delegated 10 the Governor­
General 10 councIl 10 I ndla The Government of IndIa Cr,nSlstS 
of an excessIvely centrall';eci ~vstem of admlnlstr,l\lOn exerCIsed 
over a terntory a, exten,lve as Europe mmus RUSSia and over a 
populatIOn numhenng 250 mIllions. C()Il~IStlllg of about tWl'lve 
co-related ,uh-lldtlOnalItles of Aryan and DraVIdian descent The 
functions of Government are diVIded mto executIve,' legIslative, 
and 1udlclal departments Hut t he Executive IS not respomlble to 
the Lel/;Islattve. The Legl,ldtlve has power to critiCIse the Budget, 
to Inlerpellate, and tf) pas~ re~olution whIch are not blllding upon 
the Government But It I~ to no sen~e the Gral1d Inqllest of the 
N atlOl1. Moreover the maJ fHlty of the Legislative CounCIllors are 
offiCials. The Government of Indi:> IS theoretIcally resnonalble to 
-the Secretary of Stale, and he IS re~prmsible to the Parliament. 
But thiS mdepenoence a,d f'\ower are consIderably fettred by the 
CounCIl of India whIch has the Power of the Purse under SectIon 
21 of the Government of IndIa Act, Iql6 It IS difficult to com. 
prehend how the prinCIple of mmisterial responsibility can be 
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.forced Dy parliament in the cue of the Secreta.ry cpf State. with 
the power ot the puree consigl1ed to the Council of India. The 
preseDt Secretary of State has himself condemn~d the syslem in 
theee terms :" The whqle system of the India Office -is deSIgned to 
prevent control by the House of Commons for fear there might be 
too advanced a Secretary of State" (Hansard, Vol. 95. No. 93)., 
The result is that we have an autocratic...government over ao 
immense area governing one-fifth of the hu~an race under an 
exceedingly centralised system. The whole system has been 
denounced as ineffiCient and paralys1Ug even by Provincial Gover­
nOrl, and by none more emphatically than by tte present Sec· 
retary of State for India. who stigmatised it as II too wooden, too 
iron, too inelaatic. too antediluvian to be of any use for the 
modern purpoNl we have in view. I do not beheve that anybody 
could ever support the Government of IndIa from the pOI\lt of 
view of modern requlfemems." (Hansard, Vol. 91i, No q3) After 
thi.denunciation it IS surprising and lamentable to find that in tbe 
proposed reforms he contemplates no modification 1U the il respon. 
sible powers of Government of India and actually recommends 
some relaxation of the control by Parhament. The principles he 
lay. down run as follow:-
" ProvlDces are the domam in which the earlier steps towards 
progressive realisation of Responsible Government rohould be 
taken" (Rep., para 189) . 

.. The Government of India must remain wholly respomible to 
Parliament, and, saving such responsibility, its authority in 
essential matters must remam indisputable pending experience of 
the ~ffect of the changes now to be mtroduced m the Provinces. 
In the meantime the Indian LegISlative Council should be enlarged 
and made more representative and opport unities of infbencing 
the Government increased" (Report, para. 190). 

Some measure of decentrahsation is pr~. and in the Pro­
vincos, under a system of" Oiarchy," the< partial control of the 
Executive is to be introduced and for thislreason he declares that-

"In proportion as the for.,Critig changes take piKe, tbe 
cODtrol of Parhament and the s..tary of State over tbe GovMn­
ment of Iudia and ProvlDcial Government! must be relaxed." 
(Rep" para. 191.) 

9. The net result of this change will unquestionably be to 
make the Government of India still more autocrallc, for It is well 
known that officials have been impatient of the control of P,tlia­
ment and of the Secretary of State and have been c1amourin, fm' 
emaDCipatioD from their control. But If the central Govern.t 
1'emat.1 autocratic aDd if tbe bead is to be despotic it i. hoP4lfli 
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to expect the body to be democratic. Whatever chang •• rnay be 
introduced, the Provincial Governments can never be realty 
aod effectively liberalised and democratiled while the Centr.l 
'Government remains bureaucratic and irresponsible. The people 
of India are entirely dissatisfied with thesfI measures of reform 
and have demanded partial responsibility in the Central Govern­
ment Immediately and full responsibihty within fifteen yearll. 

[The resolution oj the Congress and Muslim Leoague on the 
-Government of India is again quoted.] 

They also demand the entire abolition of the Secretary of 
State's Council of Indu. 

10. Passing from the Executive to the Legislative, it is pro­
posed in the Government scheme that the present Indian Legilla­
tive Assembly be enlarged to 100 of whl(.h two-thirds are to be 
elected by the people But the hberality of this alteration is 
nulhfied by the creation of a Second Chamber, denominated 
"the CounCil of State" consistmg of fifty members, Qf whom 
twenty-nme are to be nommated by the Governor-General in ' 
CouncIl. This looks like taking away with one hand what is 
given by the ot her. The creation of the CounCil of State as a 
Second Chamber IS universally condemned 

Tbe Government of the Provino ... 
I I. Sritish India is divided into provinces for the purpose. 

of admIDlstrallon. These provlOces are the equivalent of the 
-Constituent States of the Umted States ot America, though 
they have not the same powers and independence. For all prac­
tical purposes there are nine provIDces The provinces of Bom­
bay, Mddras and Bengal are governed by a Governor and an Exe­
cutive CouncIl. The provlDces of Behar aDd Omsa by a Lieute­
nant-Governor in Council, the provinces of Punjab and the 
United ProvlDces and Burma by .. Lieutenant-Governor without 
an Executive CounCil, anrl the provinces of Assam and Central 
Provmees by a Chief CommiSSioner without aD Executive Council. 
All the Provinces have LegIslative Counclls_ tn all these Legil­
latures the elected members are in a mmority, except in Bengal 
where the elected number IS twentyeight, agalOst nineteen 

.~ offiCIals and four nominees. Although these Legislatures have 
various powers of Criticism and IOterpelIation, aDd of pauiDl 
resolution which do not bllld the Executive, they have no 
-control over the Executive whIch is in no way responsible to the 
members, nor have they any control over the provincial finaace. 

u. The report of the Secretary of State and Viceroy contem" 
plates the grant of larger powers of admiDiatration, taxation, and 
'failing of loaDS to the provJIlcea and lOme measure of emaocipa. 
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tion from the legislative, fimmcial, and admioistrative control of 
the Government of India. It also contemp.ates the creation of 
an Executive Council for every provmce, but it proposes to estab­
lish a new system of Government in the provinces designated a 
"Diarchy." It consists of an arbitrary !!eparatlOn of the functions 
of Provincial Government into reserved and transferred subjects. 
The reserved subjects are to be retamed in ~harge of the Execu­
tive m~mbers, who are 1I0t to be responsible to, or removal by a 
vote of the Legislature. The transferred subjects are to be at 
first limited 10 number and Importance, and placed 10 charge of a 
minister respolJslble at first to hIS elector~ III t he (on~!Ituency, and 
after five years to the Legl~latlve Assembly, I'rovlded the Govern­
ment of IndIa !>o directs It I!> claImed thaL thl~ .1mount~ to 
establishing the begmlllng of re~pOllS1ble Governmen. of IndIa. 
It IS so proposed that Hoyal C()mml~~lOn~ be perlOdlcallJ appomt­
ed to examme every decade what f'lrther ~ublecl~ may be tra~. 
ferred from the reserved to the tran~ferred hranche~ tIll complete 
devolution and I esponslbllty IS at tall1ed It also reserve~ the 
power of retransfernng subject!> from the t riln~ferred to the reserve 
subjects for malalitmmstratlon. In thl~ wayan executIvt! '> to be 
established whIch wIll be pdrtl\' rcsroll~lbJe and partJ\, Jrre~ron<;lble 
partly destruct I ble and part Iv IOdest rnet I ble Tht' e()ncenSll~ of 
OPIDIOI1, agaIn, I~ that thiS Dlarchv I~ unscIentIfic, mcomrrt'Itt'IJ~i­
hIe, and unwork3ble It po~tllJ.lte5 the dlVISlnn of fUllctlOn'; of 
Government, whereas ehpenenced Anr;lo-Tndl:m<., declHe tt-em 
lI1dlvlslble under the eXlstmg ~)',tem of lndl:Jn adrJllm~trat\On 
It IS dlfficull to Imagllle how harrnonlom workll1g can be am.­
cipated wIth conflIcting pohtH .. .Il pnnclples at work 111 one and the 
same Execl'tlvt' It would be very easy to de\ lSe.l 5ystem more 
workable and bClentdlC thall till, Ilew-fdngled Dlarchy, but what­
ever the ments or dements of thiS Dlarchy, the pelll,Je lesent the 
ImphcdtlOll of theIr unfitnes~, 011 whIch the ~o-ealled pf(lgresslve 
stages are founded. \\Then tIllS lesentment m.lIl1fested Itself, a 
responsible statesman ,mel one of the colJegues of the Secretary of 
State on hIS mlS!>lon to IndIa ha<;tned to e""pJall1 that thesf'cautlOus 
steps were not due to allY dIstrust of the capaclt y of Indldns, but 
merely to defiCIent acquamtance WIth PJILIIJll1elltry procedure 
This IS obviously a "ery lIIadt:y,uate reasnn The peoplt: 11l Con­
gress assembled demanded Immelliale and full llrO\ melal auto­
nomy and mlll1stenal responslblirt}' WI~hout any re~erved subjects 
and Without any penodlcal mqUlsitlO1l and examlllatlOn lll'O their 
capacity. 

13 S9 far as the ProvlDclal Legislatures are concerned, Govern­
ment pr:opose to enlarge them and make them predominantly 



TO THE Pl!ACE CONFER~NCE. .' elective but here 3150 they contemplate the creation of a seperate 
Grand Committee for legislating upon the reserved subjects. 
The Committee likewise take. away with one hand what it 
gives with the other. So far as Bengal is concernd It is actually 
reprogressive, for Bengal has at present a small electIVe majority 
for all subjects without any reservation whatever. The net result 
ofthe enlarged ProvinCial CounCil and Grand Commttees is that 
there IS httle appreciable advance. The Grand Committee has 
been universally condemned throughout India. 

14. I have dwelt upon the official and popular proposals 
not for comparing their ments, bllt for the purpose of pointmg 
Oul that the Government do not reabse that the mo~t indlspens­
abl~ and fundan'ental reform IS Llherty-Llherty for the people 
to work out their own sah at ion and fashl()n their own forms of 
gO\'ernment on assured democratIc basl~ The prolonged pertod 
of probatIon ami decennial IIIql1lS1110n are mtoleraLle In modern 
civlh~atlOIl \Vhal IS wanted I~ power for the people m the 
Centr,,1 Govel nment \Vlth this power the people would be ill a 
p')sltton to deCIde under the pnnclple of Self-DetermmatlOll how 
mall}' prcvlllces there should be, what should he their boundaries, 
what measures would prove efficient and suffiuent as the first step, 
what speed would be ~afe for advancm~ tow,lfds full autonomy 
and responSIble Self-Government Wllnol1t foreIgn control m tn­
ternal dlfalf! and \VII hout pertdciIC,\1 eXam1l1ations mIn their 
Lapaclty. In oreler to assl\re the Brlllsh pen pie that the Indians 
do not de'nre separation from or dl'fllptlon of the Emplfe they 
would consent thai q\le~tlOm of war or peace, f"relgn afialrs, the 
Army or Navy and Mtlltary government be excluded from the 
Indian purVIew, prOVided C()mmISSIOIl~ In the Army and Navy olre 
open to all IndIans upon equal terms WIth Engh~hmen These 
are Ii mttallom t he people of IndIa are willtng to submlt to, for a 
brief penod, 111 order to assure the Bfltlsh Government of their 
bOlla /ide,l, In the hope that wlthll1 fifteen year~ they would be 
placed "n a ~tatus of poltucal equaltty wllh the Oversea Dommons 
tn all respects. 

l~. Under the CIrcumstances, m discharge of the duty 
devoivmg upon me, as the elec.ted lepresentatlve of all the Bntlsh 
IndIa under the above resolution of t he Congress, I earnestly 
appeal to the Pe3ce Conference, ,firstly 10 concede to IndIa the 
same TIght of rep'e"entatlon on the League of Nat)(los that 18 

accorded to the BritIsh DomlOlollS, and St'colldly to declare that 
Indians are quitt: capable of governlllg themselves, that as a 
progressIve nation they are entitled to the apphcatlOn of the 
prtnclple of Self.determinatlon, and that m the exercIse of the 
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principle they are also entitled to determine the form of Govern­
ment, founded upon accepted democratic lines. whIch they deOJD 
,most suitable for Self-development according to the genius of tbe 
people. The immortal principles of justIce and the rule of right 
against might justify such a declaration. I beg to assure lhe 
Conference through you, Sir, as Its President that such a declara­
tion will not only excite the warmest e~hul!la5m and the deepest 
Jratitude throughout India, with 315 millions of people, but that 
Its enforcement by the BritIsh Parliament would ensure the 
peace of the world, the prosperity of IndIa, and the continuance 
of a beneficial Bntlsh connection with our own great Empire of 
Hindustan. 

I ha\'e the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Yours most obedIent servant. 
B. G. TlLAK. 



:lr. Har Dayal 
ON 

India Under British Rule. 
[The name of Mr. Har Dayal, the redoubtable Indian Revolu­

tionary, requires no IntrodUcllon. After a Brilliant career at 
Oxford where he was a Govt. of India Scholar, he sacrificed a 
promhing future to become the leader of the revolutionary party 
in India. In 11:/14 the German Govt. IOvlted hIs co-operation 
and for a year he resided at Berlin and helped that Govt. in plann­
ing for a rebellion In IndIa. His experience of German methods, 
however, soon diSillusIOned him, and not long since his baptism 
of Prusslanism came hIS conversIOn of faIth in British Imperiahsm. 
after a penod of the bllterest hatred of Britain. In the following 
article whIch appeared 10 the New Statesman (England) of 22nd 
March 1919 Mr Har Dayal declares hIS new faith and at the some 
time dehvers himself on IndIa and Indians in a brazen tODe born 
of despair. It is a sIgn-post 10 Ir.dlan pohtics, and hence well worth 
dOle attentIOn It ahows how the IndIan RevolutIonary in utrtme3 
tunH. round ]800 

10 his mental honzon, and ex plaIDs much of 
recellt exhibItions of dehcate sWlOgs m the political mentality of a 
class of people -Ed. An. Reg.] 

I propose m this short artIcle to offer sOllie suggeltions and 
reflectIons wIth regard to the future of the Bru ish Empire in 
Alia from the standpOint of a patriotic Indian, who has 
been during many yean a con\ mced and consistent opponent of 
British Impenaitsm, but who has heen led to modify his ... iews 
on account of tl\e tremendous events of the Great World-war. 
No thmking man can be the same after this war al he was 
before it. 

I. I now believe that the consolidation of the Britilh Empire 
in the Ealt is neces~ary in the best mterest of the people of 
India, Burma. Egypt, and Mewpotamla. These count'; .. 

'cootam more than one-fifth of the population of the whole world. 
The progress and welfare of these anCient and gifled reopl" 
must be an object of lolicitude for all lovers of humanity • 
.our attitude towards the Bntish Empire as a polittcal tnllitu­
tion, therefore, involves moral prmclples of the highest order. 
If the Empire il baaed cn mere tyranny, exploltalion. race 
hatred, brute force, and fraud, and If it cannot be mended in any 
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Way, why then, we must end it and sa}',' Down with thi& 
abomination of abominations!' I myself maimtained this attitude 
for a long time. If, on the contrary, it. can bt' shown that the 
~mpire has grown up through historical necessity and that 
It does serve a useful purpose in the SOCial evolutIOn of the human 
race, we may decide to accept It as a fundamentally sound and 
beneficent institutIOn, which should be""'impraved aod developed 
rather than undermined and destroyed. 

II. On a superficial view, it appears that the Bfftish Empire 
in India IS an altogether IOlqUitous mStltutlOn, like the Ottoman 
and the AustrIan Empires of IIlfamous memory. The English 
have conquered many small States In ASIa ~lnce that fateful 
battle of Plassey. and they have certainly been gUIlty of gross 
violations of plIghted faith and W.mlon abuse of mlhtary power. 
Clive, Warren Hastmgs, Wdle~lej, dnd Dalhotlsle may be 
., natIOnal heroes," la-day, but I hej' were SllI ely' 110 salOts. And 
an Empire willch has I hus been reared by crush1ll& and enslav-
109 several" small natIons", and some big oneIl too, cannot claim 
our homage and sympdthy, for H I~ esselltlally an Immoral 
lOstltutlOn It must be dbohshed, dIsmembered, and forgotten. 
Certainly the prmclpaJe of NatTonaht y would lead us to condemn 
the Bntlsh Emplle of A~la a~ a reaLtlonarv and IIlGefenslble 
instItutIOn If the BengaiJs, the M arat ha~, tile liurmest!, and 
the other nations of ASia a~pJre to Ilat wndl mdependcnce and 
claim their birthnght of nationhood, who ~h<lll ,av them nay? 
Surely not the champIons of the freedom of Bohemia, Serbia, 
BelgIUm, Poland-and the RedIas' 

III. But we mll~t (hscard .ill n prfOrz doctrines and abstract 
theofles and fix ollr attentIOn Oil I he 'tern fact~ of the politIcal 
world sit uatloll, If we wI,h to f01 m Illat e a sound and practicable 
programme for the mtelhgent patnot., (If India and Egypt. 
NatIOnality IS nOlh1l1g hut a catchwurd If a N<,tlOnal State cannot 
furt her the development of t he mas~ of the pt:oule, The State IS 

a means 10 an eud. It has as,u mee! m,lI1)' fm m,. III the course 
of human hIstory. The NatIOnal State, or the wbal State, is, 
properly speaklllg, of modern growth \Ve TJeed not Idolise it as 
the highest product 01 human wl~dom and eXpeTlellCe It has its 
advantages and Its !tmt! aoons. LIfe" not logiC anq the appli­
catIon of the so called "principles" 01 natlOllalll~ cannot solve 
the problems that bave to be fdced I,", InOla ana Egypt. As 
a weapon agalllst alien tyranny the theOlY of the NatIOnal State 
can serve a good puroose But all pohtical theories are only 
tools to work with. Let us not be the slaves of theories. Let 
us study tile facts themselves carefully and judICIously. 
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IV. The break-up of the British Empire in Asia wOllld lead 
only to a change of masten of the people of India .and Egypt. 
Theae peoples will not be able to defend their countries agaiOlt 
other sturdy European nations that may barbour ambitious 
designs of "orld-empire. They will be too weak eYeo to 
keep out the Asiatic barbarians that have overrun and 
devastated their fertile plains so often 10 the past. Aod the 
~auses of thIS weakness are mamfold. These nations are 
patriotic in their own way; but theu patriotism IS lukewarm and 
passive. They are not capable of sacrificlOg much for freedom j 
If they were keenly patriotic they could not have been conquefl,d 
by England. Their anCient lustory is indeed noble and in­
teresting, but it IS rather mouldy With age and evidently 
lacks the lOspumg power of recent achievement. The climate of 
India and Egypt IS enervatmg, and disposes meo's minds to 
repose and contemplation rather than to sustaioed activity. In 
the long run, the South cannot resist the North, just as the in­
habitants of the plains must succumb to the hardy sons of the 
hills. History seems to prove that warm countries produce 
superior intelligence, while cold regIOns breed strong and courage­
ous races. However that may be, It IS certain that the Indians 
and Egyptians cannot prevail 10 battle against the Germans, 
RUSSians, the Kurds, the Afghans, and the Japanese, even If they 
are determined to fight for their countnes With the courage of 
desperation. It was not Mahmood and Islam, not patnotlsm, 
nor mlhtary skill, but the chmate of Afghamstan, that won the 
day at Somnath, the mountallleers wuld hold out longer. It is 
a question of greater resistlllg power Thus it is foolish for 
Southern races to Imagllle that they can In the loog run hold 
their own agalOst the Northerners If It comes to a tnal of strength 
between them. 

Further, the upper and middle classes of these countries are 
absolutely lOcapable and degenerate. I weigh my words carefully 
when I pen this severe judgment. The aristocracy and the 
educated classes of India and Egypt are perhaps among 
the most contempuble specimens of humamty extant. Without 
courage, Without patnotlsm, Without religIOUS faith, 
without pohtlcal pnnclples and Ideals, without love 
~f art and learnmg, without ambition and a sense of duty, 
these parasites and drones only explOIt the peasants 
and working men and render no service m return. They eat, 
drink, beget, and pais their days in Igooblfl.,ease and aimless sloth 
while the society which they are supposellto lead perishes before 
their eyes. They cannot administer, or fight, or take the 
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iftitiative in progreuive movements, or discbarge'anyof tbe dttti. 
that devolve 00 tbe aristocracy of all clvilis.d couotriea. Such 
hopeless de,eneraC)' has seldom been wltne8lled in the hiltMY 
of nations. And if the shepherds are unfit, what must becom* of 
the sheep? The Indian and the Egyptian people" deserted add 
betrayed by an incompetent leadmg class, cannot organilb an 
efficient system of defence against for. enemies And there is 
DO prospect of the speedy regeneration of these ~'1;la ... : 
Moral stamma caonot be restored quickly. They seem, '~d. 
to be still more demoralised than before by the iettflctnre 
inSueoces of European life They learn all the vices of Sa1'. 
with remarkable rapidity, but they seem unable to imbibe 
its virtues. Many of them are thoroughly denadonalised and 
lose even the faint spark of genume patriotism that their 
fathers possessed Stones may Yield OIl, but nothlOg glJOd 
can be expected from this effete class It is hke the barren 
tig-tree, which must be consumed 10 the fire. • 

These reflections suggested themselves to me with .greater 
force than ever before as I watched from Berhn the course of events 
in the Near East in the wlDter of 1915-16. Serbia wu ero.hed 
and occupjed about that time, and the famous "Balkanng'· 
began to run between Berl~n and Constantinople. ~uge 
placards, with the words 'Hdmburg-Bagdad," could be 
seen in the windows of the newspaper offices in Berlin. All 
this set me thinkmg. The Germans were supposed to be 
the allies of the Turks againo;t the other European Powen, 
but now the Turks found that they had got taskmasters 
instead of friends. Germany poured men and matenal into 
Turkey. "Bagdad" was the goal of German ambition. All 
barriers tl]at had stood between Teutoulc Imperialism and 
the much-coveted treasures of old ASla had disappeared. A 
German Empire in ASia was well-mgh within the ranae of 
practical pohtlCS. That spectre frIghtened all thinking 
Orientals, who had hitherto looked upon Germany as their 
champion against Bntlsh Impenalism. The cry h Berlin­
Bagdad" was ominous in our ears. Turkey had really been 
-conquered without a blow The foolish Turks had themselv. 
opened the doors to their maiters. It was the story of the man, 
the hounds and the stag over again. I began to think a'boat 
our beloved India and her north-western frontier. The 
Germans intrigued with the Afghans and other wild tribes in 
PersIa and Turkestan. The menace of a German-Torti.h. 
Pathan IOvasion could no longer be overlooked. And in tbat 
moment I saw clearly that India would simply be oVe1wbelmed 
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by her old enemi. and by new ones, if tb8 Gertnlft 
adventurers obtained a foothold ealt of Suez. W'hatever may 
happen, DO son of Ind will ever consent that foreign soldiers 
ahould be allowed to enter India again from the north-w., 
whether they come as friends or foes. It is the cardinal principle­
of aU political parties in India that the north. western frontier 
mUlt remain inviolate under all circumstances. No prospect. af 
future gain can allure us to open that portal to strangers, whoe\'er 
they may be. This is the lelson o( Indian history, written by our 
fathers in their blood. 

Imperialism is always an evil, but British and French Imperi. 
alilm ID ita worst forms is a tbousand times preferable to German 
or Japaneie Imperialism. The English and the French are at 
least gentlemen in personal intercourse, and they have free 
institutions at home, which exercise a liberalising influence on 
the;r colonial policy in spite of themselves. The meanest English 
or French Jmgo cannot abolish the Manga Charta or blot out the 
words, IlLiberte. Equalite, Fraternite," but the Germans have DO 
tradition of freedom. The Prusllan rules over all the Germans, 
and the Prusslan is perhaps the most detestable biped on earth. 
He is selfish. avaricious, heartless, arrogant, unscrupulous and 
servile. A slave aDd a bully, he is cruel to the weak and 
Qbsequious to the strong. He understands only the law of Force, 
~d worships Power and Rank. He 15 an upstart, and haa all 
the vices o( the parvenu. He suffers from incurable megalomania 
to which polittcal kleptomama and other senous disorders have 
been added during the laat thirty yean. He may be a patriot, a 
poet or a pedant, but he IS Dever a gentleman. He wi.hes to 
exploit everyone he meets, and hiS word cannot be trusted. An 
who know him despISe and hate him. There is a good rellon for 
this universal verdIct against him. We should rejoice with 
exceeding joy that he has been humbled and thrown down from 
his hIgh pedestal. I have lived m Pruuia (or two years during 
the war, and know what I am talking about. 

The defence of India is thus a very grave problem. AI of old 
India is the cynosure of all ambitious Imperialists, from Berlin t~ 
Tokyo. Even a Turkish beggar ODce uttered this remark . 

• ble sentiment: "May our SultaD become Emperor of India I" 
Now I ask, "How can we obtain the generals and officers for our 
army of defence?» We have brave soldiers, though even our 
infantry may require a little stiffening with the stubborn British 
soldiery, but the upper and middle clalses o( India can never 
supply competent officers and generals for a natioDal army. In 
war everYlhing depends on leadership. The events o( this world· 
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war have impressed me with the importance of having the bett 
possible officers for the Indian army, no matter where they come 
from. A good officer is the product of a hving social system. 
Tradition, education.religious faith, sense ofduty,pbysical strength. 
heroism-all these go to make a European officer, but our 
bourgeois classes have none of these thlDgs. They may accept 
commisaions aDd wear uniforms, but tiM¥ Will never lead a charge 
or gain a victory. Many of them will be wounded on the back, 
hke the Ottoman officers in the Balkan wars. It IS belter that 
the Indian army should guard the trantien under the command 
of Bntish officers than that the Afghans, the Kurds and the 
Germans should pour mto the country after having defeated a 
"national" army led by cowards and weaklings 'India cannot 
afford the perilous luxury of an IndIan bourgeois corps of officers 
This is my deliberate opmion on this vital question. 

And as the world is infested WIth Imperialists of every nation­
ality, it is the part of wisdom for us not to tempt Fate, but to 
stay under the protection of the British fleet and army in our 
qUIet, sunny home of HlDdustan, and to make the belt of our 
position ID the Empire. We are not equipped for the deadly 
rivalries and fierce struggles of thiS age of Iron Imperialism. 
Others Will not leave us alone, If we once lose the sheher of the 
DalDe and aegis of Great BntaID. Exposed to the buffctings of 
chance and force, we shall have to suffer worse evils than those 
that now afflIct us. Partition, forced conversIon to other creeds 
and similar calamities have befallen weak peoples in Asia and 
Europe even 10 the nineteenth and twentIeth centunes. Let us 
not jump out of the frymg·pan of Bnttsh Impenhsm mto the 
fire of-who knows what? 

V. A~ regards the internal "dmlnlstratlOD of India the questIon 
must be discussed from the standpoint of the peasants of India 
and not of the upper and mIddle classes. IndIa is an agricul­
tural country, and the cultivators of the 5011 form more than 85 
per cent. of the populatIOn. They constitute the NatIon. The 
princes, the landowners, the merchants, the lawyen, the money­
lenders, and other classes, who live WlthOUL doing much hard 
work, are only the froth and foam on the surface of Indian 
society, ., mere chaff," in Carlyle's words, U which let the wind 
blow where it listeth." They are rt:ally quite a superfluous ap· 
pendage to the real socIety of Indian workers, manual and 
mtellectua1, and, as I have already shown, they can discharge 
none of the public duties that the bourgeOIs classes of other 
countries conscientiously perform. 
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Now, it is a malter of mdifl'erence to the peasant whom he 
pays for the work of Government, so long as hiS own sons cannot 
govern. He must give a certain portion of hiS produce to 
support magistrates, constables, generals, and officers, who may 
be IndIans or Eng\tshmen or Chmese. He demands in returD 
protection agamst marauders and mvaders, through an efficient 
organisation of the police and the army, incorruptible judicial 
officers for the settlement of dispute, an active meteorological 
department for hIS aSSistance, and other such necessary institu­
tions of a peaceful agricultural society. The money tbat he 
must spend on the!>e indispensable adjuncts is loss to him. It 
makes no difference to him whether It is wasted by II 

Mr. Ramaswami In a Nautch party or mvested by a Mr. 
Robertson m a dozen bottle of whisky. The chief point 
IS that the police and the army should do their duty. as he 
has stipulated. Now we see that the Bntbh officials at least 
keep their part of this bargam; they do defend the frontiers 
and suppress thugs, cattle-stealers and other enemies of tbe 
cultivator. They have the requIsite energy, sense of duty 
and physical courage. Of course, they charge a very heavy 
price for these serVices, but they are not mere drones and 
bloodsuckers like the IndIan taluqdars, the bamas. and tbe 
lawyers who Simply take the peasant's money and do nothing 
for him. Why should the peasant contmue to support this lazy 
and useless class? A common natlOnahty cannot justify 
extortion aod parasitism. 

In short, we must orgamse t.e peasants for the promotion 
of their interest. and entrust the defence and administratiolt 
of the country to those who are fit, Irrespective of race or 
creed. The majority of the higher officials in tbe Police 
Department and all the officers and generals in the army 
should be Enghshmen or Europeans. Other offices can be 
bestowed on members of the Indian bourgeOisies, but preference 
should be given to the educated sons of the peasantry, 
when such a class makes Its appearance. India must be 
.governed in the mterests of the peasant, and he il free to 
woose hiS servants, hiS Olght watchmen and his book­
keepers according to theu capadty and honesty from among 
all nationll, until he can manage these things for him~lf. 
The Indian bourgeoisies has no prescriptive fight to exploit 
him for ever. 

VI. If we accept the postulate that the Empire must be 
maintained and defended for the good of the people of India 
aDd Egypt, we must go further and define tbe r.lations that 
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1b()UJll IUbeiet between the Engllah and tbe Indiana, bet.em 
tbe ledin. and. Egyptians, and in lIIeneral, all.'lOllg the ditFernt 
peoplee that live uDder the British flag. What i, the­
bond tbat .on unite them? Should they colltinue to hate 
and diatrll&t 000' another, while they acql1iesce<in the political 
ualen .. a neceaaary evil? Or shQulli..,.tbey nOt di~over o. 
(or,e new spiritual bonds which may convert 1m nerialitm 
into as leI.alietic a creed as Natiobalism is to·day? An Empir. in 
whic::b the various nattons lead a mutually exclusive life and on?: 
wait, for 1M) opportunity to brhk loose or to,fly at each other s 
tbroets. would be a lOrry carricature of a State. We do DOt 
wish. that the BritIsh Empire should grow into a ma~ 
Allltd.-Hungary. But how CdD lu~h a disastrous result be 
averted? 

Of ccnsrse, the fint principle should be that all h provinces 11 

of the Empire (t use the word advisedly) should managt 
their internal affa"s without mutual IDterference Autonomy 
i, 'the only possible basis of amity and co-operation. 
National feeling WIll thus be gratified to some llneat, in 
so far as it is Dot incompatible with the unity of the Em"ire. 
Eagland learned this lesson after she lost the AUleP~an 
colonie. but she applies It only to the cnJotttes 
inhabited by whltemen She must also tl'eat t~ 
other civilised nations of the Empire in the same way. 
She cannot have one measure for the Boer and another for 
the Brahmin. The Indians are not tnferior in culture and 
capacity to the Australians and the Canadians, and they Will 
insist on equahty of fights within the Empire. It IS to 
be hoped rhat England Will do her 'duty before it IS too late 
Of course, the defence of the Empire and other Imperial 
questions will be referred to a Central Imperial CounCil 
representing all BritIsh subjects. 

VB. Home Rule by Itself IS no remedy for the disruptive 
fOices tbat threilten the unity and sohdanty of such a composite 
and extensive State. Home Rule may indeed feed the separatist 
tendencies and create hostIle camps withm the Empire if some 
corrective IS apphed to l:ounteract its disintegrating effects. How 
then cart the .moral umty of the Empire be secured? E\7ery 
State must give more than bread and peace to its Citizens. Man 
does not live by bread alone, and he will not tight (or 
bread alone. \Ve must consider If some moral alms and 
ideals can he realised through the great mstttution o( the 
Btitish Empire ~o that all British subjects may feel pride 
i~,lts mission and try to further it as best as they can. 
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D_1t wouI4 he .. oflQui ,.,bOl oaaJlot diIcaqr ~ .. ~ b 

~j~ activity .ithia thia Jtmpi.... Hore i, a SJ"e ....at .... 
f,pco Jr~ to tJae &Tai~. S,tta..Dts a~d from HU~II "r 
lEt New ZeaJand. 1t ~ merely for aiae the biqat pQQ~" 
orpr\i.-tiOQ tha~ tlte world hal "ver seeQ. Every v_~« 
produf:t i. fo~od within ~u borderl. TJt~ palm and th, P1Dt 
tosoth" may b, ta~'1J .. adequ.ato Iymbola of tJii. ErtI>i. 
Moro th~ ooe fifth of t~e popaalatloo of the globe Jive. Qader ~ 
Q.. Some of lb,lP ..... ~vapa apd c:aDDiball ; oth~ra are tri,b .. 
in _a prilQitive ItIt,O of dev,Jopmont j otherl again. lire qdtDt 
and civilised natjoD'. wbich ~re emer,lnl from a periCKt ohorPOr 
and d.,:)ipet while De., communities hit, Australia ,ad 'Nft' 
Zealand are JUlt starting on their history. The Empir. "'IX be 
compared to a large patriarchal faQlily of a vast cotm09Olit~q 
8l1D';iatiQn. At the head of aU stands England, the or .... , tbe 
harmoDber, tpe CODcert-director of this huge co-operative txwly, 
LonGon il the hl=art and the brain of the elltlre system. Tbi. 
St.,e, so coastitoted. must not be rent asunder: it m~lt be 
reformed aQd developed. Power and unity belong to it to day; 
to-morrow will come Equality, aDd Justice, and Fr~erliity, and 
Be~uty, and all that ennobles, enriches and sanctifies human lifo 
OQ earth. 

It i! not pOSlible to enumerate all the movements that rIJy' 
be organised in order to give each one of us a spiritual interest 
in the Empire. We have first of all the great struggle for equality 
of political rights for all civilised nations of the Empire. Tt,lls 
is a Ill0rlOus task. England hliS conquered the Oriental. and 'the 
Africans, and naturally gives more to Englishmen than to tb~ 
others to-day, but these others have studied English hiltory aod 
admired Enjlilh institutions. They will reproach England for 
her inconsistency and selfishness, Hnd the unjust institutioas 
based on racial ine~uality will slowly dlsapoear. Ofcuurse orga. 
nisation and agitation and much nose·makmg will be necessary, 
as all Englishmen are not philosophers. But the consummation 
is ipevitable. England has set her hand to the plough and cannot 
turn back. 

'This is a noble ideal. To raile the Indians, the Egyptians, 
'the Burmese and the Zulus to the pohtical statuI! of the English­
~an within this State i to teach the!to backward peoples the 
meaniog of the words Liberty and Democracy i to re!l.UO them, 
from the slough of 8elfishness aDd Indolence, and turn them into 
~ager a!l~trants for the full rights of citizenship; to make Meo out 
of staves or savages-what greater real$s can any young Ate~nder 
of idealism dream of conqlieLog dUrJIItthe commg centuries? 
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VIII. After Democracy comes Education; or rather, eduCl7 
tioll must come with or before d",mocracy. Educal,on muM 
uOlfy lind cement Ihe Empue from within. It must be an 
Imperial concern. A Stdte which llegl~cts the educatlOn of its 
ciuzens cannot last long, Aristotle aud Plato have taug~t us 
this great Iruth with cohvlllcing el~ence The Empire ~i5 a 
State musl direct the education of all Bmish wbjects, ulherw'i$e 
it will be ltke a house bUilt on sand. The Imperial educational 
system will create t he spiritual bonds I hat are to hold the Empire 
together for cent unes. English literature must be interpreted 
to the Onenlal natIC'us. English literature IS England's noblest 
gift to the world. It IS among the greatest achIevements 'df 
human gelllus and hpman aspiratIOn. The language tn which 
Spenser, Milton, Shelley, Wurdsworth, Tennyson. Browning, 
and Swinburne have rleltvered I heir message can fil,ly be adopted 
89 the tonlo\ue of many nation!. All Oriental nations will profit 
lmmeasurably by learmng English and thoroughly mastenng llS 
vast, vaned, and ltIsplring literature. It will enrich their spt'ntual 
hfe and stimulate the genius of then own gifted poets abd 
thinkers. Enghsh hterature is a magic fairyland, and Its ireasUtes 
are of untold worth Blessed IS the man or woman who \110'" 
this tongue well, for It IS the key \ 0 the temple of Freednm. No 
Oriental nation would be a loser If It forgot Ils own tongue and 
and learned English lllstead. SuperstitIOn, erratic sentiment and 
fantastic mystiCism are the great themes of Onental poetry. 
There is not much solid nounshment in It for the mind or the 
heart. A thousand years and more of Onental poelry have made 
us what we are-unpractical metaphysicians or selfish cowards, or 
passive slaves. Let us now dnnk deep at another fountain and 
listen to sweet musIc wedded to lofty Idealism or burmng love of 
liberty, Or ardent aspiration for human perfection, of unqencbable 
zeal for truth. These ate the themes of England's songs, and 
her children are fed With such meat so they are like eagles who 
gaze at the sun with undazzled eyes. The Onentals can alse 
share in this glonous heritage. if they so delire. Of all the 
benefits that an Impenal system of education will confer on Asia 
and Africa, the introduction and IOterpretation of English litera­
ture is undoubtedly the greatest. 

English history and law are the other greht products of Eug­
iilb life that IIlUII be transplanted in India and Egypt. Engtish 
biltory, beginning with the Magna Charta and endlOg with the 
decree granting the suffrqe to women, is the most complete 
record of ,"Freedom 510"y broadening down from precedent 
to precedent" in the a110als of human evolution. England 
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IS .dmltted by all historians 10 he "the muther of Parliaments" 
Iq the mpdero world. It is verily "the bud where girt with 
friend~ or foes a mao may speak the thlllg he \Ii III:' 

The American DeclaratIOn of Indepelldenct' I., al~" .\11 Immortal 
document of 'English tllstOIY Greece III the <lIILlent world and 
England in the modern age have imllaled the demucfalic move. 
ment whIch will dlso free all slave~ HI A~la and Arnea .'IIlt! elevate 
them to the rank of full cItIzens To-dd\" Engll;h J!1IpeTiah~m 
IS' undemocratic, but the despotic system digs Its own gra~e be. 
callSI' Enghsh history is taught in the schools of the EmpIre We 
,too have read of Cromwell ano Hampden, Washinqton and 
'Jefferson, Clarkson and Wilber{ote, Cobden ;llld Ernest Jone~. It 
hall been well said. Hyou cannot .lTgue a man IIIto ~lavery in the 
English language" All the right~ and "bertH'S of the English 
cit;zen 'will In course of tIme be enjoyed by all Blitish ~uhjects. 
But we must not isolate onrselvts from I hat mexhstlstible 
reservoir of manhood and CIVIC vITtue which IS called English 
society. We must live m England, learn from England, work 
wjth Englishmen and English women, and ~tudy B..nghsh and 
American history, tJll we too catch a breath of that Spirit which 
has made England free and great Then the miasmiC vapours of 
servility and sycophancy, whIch ch"ke the human mlOd m the 
chmes of the East WIll be dispersed and dISSipated, as the fog 
melts away in the rays of the mormng sun. A pnmer of EnRlith 
bi,tory is worth more than all the hlstones of AWl, With their 
5ickemng record of Sultans, mas~acr"s, slave~, empires and 
degeneracy. 

Let us not deceive ourselves. We must make up our minds on 
tou questIon The Orientals who do not Wish to love and revelc 
Enaland as their spintual mother must work on olher lines, T.hey 
milY foment nationallOSlIrrectlons or agitate for Hr)me Rille, or 
profess loyalty to England as a measure or prUden(;lI. But the 
Empire cannot develop as, an orgaOlc, healthy Stlte if the 
Onentals prefer their barren literature and thdt; unin&piring 
bistory. If they believe that they have nothing to learA from 
England, they must organIse separatist movements which Will 
aim at the 6nal dl8mte~ratlon of the Empire, though they ma)' 
a<iopt the phl"8seology of loyalty 35 at the present moment. They 
,honld uodentqd that a largo and progrelllllVe State, based on 
&~h!h ide2ls, is infinttely preferable to a number of 5ma~1 Orioat· 
.1 States,' inspired by no Ideals at all or by the anuquated ideal, 
0( o'rientallife. If we do not seek moral union with EOllaod, we 
Cfnnot sincerely acquiesce in the pol;tical union. A State caoaot 
eodUt'o if several dift'erent systems CJf education prevati in it. For 
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ri(Jtj patt, =as t have .. id, I k~w bf nothing in the: Oriebt JftIt .. 
thin EDtUlh literature and English hirtory. The Ofiedtal. Wfio 
think otherwise mUlt forn1lJlate politieal ideals adcording to tWr 
8titttitfl of Oriental literature and hiltory. We I,e It the 
pfirtin,i dt tbe .aYI no.. We may wotk with Enaland or Ipi,1t 
tar, '\It ta u& be sincere and comilteot_' -

Gr .. ir. and Latin must also be taught in the schools of the 
~pite. 10 that a common basis of education may be firmly 
.st,abli,bed. Enghah literature owes much to Greece and Rome, 
~Qd no liberal education can be complete ,!,ilhout a knowledge o( 
«Greek. Asia, too, m"lt have her Rena11lance, an' can 
cot.ne only from Greek philosophy, literature and art. 
mUlt nan.mit to her subjecta what she herself received 
Greece and Rome cent urrea ago. Moreover, Greek philosop 
will undermine luperstition in Asia j Greek and RO.man hiatory 
will teach the Orientals that nations have difFerent:on. in 
hiltory. Rome did for the Greek race what the G cotdd 
neVilr do for themselves. ahe united them in one S~ • ..,,· ...... 
endu1'ed long after Rome herself had been sacked by tbe ... ~ 
Rome conquered the Hellenic world, but that cQnq1ttllt:"" 
blenin. in dillUiae, as it laid the foundatioDI of a po.-ettut·..., 
which repelled the lavage Arabian hordel and prele1"17ecr·. 
t,r."ureI of Greek Civilisation for the entire human race. 
The history of the Roman Empire WIll teach the Orienll' • 
• hat they shou14 look forward and not backward., and that 
injustice and inequality will slowly give place to unity and 
fraternity" as the British Empire grows and developa during 
the c:ortilD'& centuries. The introduction of Greek sl.Jdies 
ill Asia is one of the mOlt sacred duties of Encllih 
.tattsmtn. 

IX. Ea. lind West will be united in the Britiab Empire. 
Edalaod will achieve what Alexander dreamed of aJMl what RoaIe 
parlially accomrtlilhed. Kipliog will turn out a falle prophet, 
fbr It'ut ad Welt wllliurely meet I and they wilhnect.n LoDdoa, 
,~, Cambridge, Cairo; Delhi and Khartou... .They ba,., 
~ met aa COmradOl 00 the battl.eld aad at leMt ODe Orieat-

'.1 iilnac:ly meets the En«hlb Peers .. their peer, and aitl ~:!: 
Eop.b Cabinet u an equal member of the ~.,ennueol. 
ad Wek have had .. ny NDluinary condiul ia tb.e past, .. at .. 
Britiilt Empire will present to Ua the Q~iq.. .~ of 
Britbbt ..a Orient ... W'Otkina haoc:l in. baa4'ia the -en_ bf tIM 
..... Tlwa the demon of coIour.prejudlol wiD 'be YJDqaiJbed. 
... al B.,.an natlona .iD letua a..... ~ t..... ., 
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Humanity will advance- a Jtep Dft,*, to the final goal of harmoDY 
aod unity. aod the faariiament of the British Rmpire will pave 
die way for tbe "Parliament of M8I;J." . 

X. To lam up: Asia needs Britain's stroDg arm for ber IafO 
ad progreas. The Empire will endure only if three coaditioDl 
are fulfilled. First, all citizens of the British Empire mu.~ 1M 
graoted equal ,olitlcal rights ip course of time. Secoatdly, 
England must not inllict economic injustice on the other natioG .. 
The Empire is rich enough for all and we need not exploit oue 
another. Thirdly, all British subjects must love and revere 
£ngland as theu spiritual mother and Greece .. their Ipirhual 
grandmother. Thus tbe "British Empire" of to-day will be con­
verted into the "British·Oriental-African Commonwealth" of tbe 
duture. And that is our goal and ideal. 



REPORT OF THE 

Indian Overseas Association 
This ASSOClallOl1 1"llIeh W,l~ e,I,l hlhl'!"'lod ell 17' h D e.'emheJ 

1019, wllh the Aga Kh I" ,]', Cl"l:rn,1!) all I S 1 ilT I, eli " ]1 :\1 , 
Bhownagree as De',ll,') Ch,lI [mall, for t1't pll' I'o,e (If mdlllt:ll nlng 
the rights and prtvIlege, 111<1 proteCIIDC' Ill" mter"<t of In '\lan, 
residing In pLlce- Ol1hlli., Inch I, h~, ,lnU' h"I'1I I( I\''' prom:1~mC' 
the welfare nf 111'11,1[1 C"nlrnlllltltt'S ~t" llf' (l ttl ""lI'h <11,,1 Ea~t 
Africa , Blillsh Gut<lnJ, the \Vc,t Indte" FI]I, Ce \ I(lll. i\1,llIritl'l'. 
Bflti~h Co!ulIlblrl , Au,ltaha and lite Mand.lted TerTIl, nt:' 

South Africa. 
The A~S(lClal 1011 has c,;\rTled 011 an aLl Ive (.orres IJonJe;.ce wIth 

the Colomal and IndIa O(f.les wIth .1 "lew to selun: a Wider 
reference to the prop('~ed Commls~101l proml~ed by 1\w UnIon 
Government aflel the pOlS~IllJl: of the ASIOlII(.S Tladlllg ,\OJ Land 
Act (Transvaal I, I Q 19, and also 10 ensure sdtl~facI(J1 y Iudian 
representation before t he CommissIon, 

Sir Benpm1l1 Robert son and the HOIl Mr. V S, Srinivasa 
Sastri have been appointed to repre~ent tht: Govel nment of India 
before the Commi~slOn, and Mr. C F. Alldre\V~. who hd.s a WIde 
knowledge of the subJect, has proceeded t II SOUl h Af'lca on beh3!f 
of the Impenal IndIan CltJlt:nshlp ASSOCIatIOn 01 Bombdy,1I1 ord"! f 
to assist the Indian commumty ID the present at lOll of their case, 

The ASSOciation learns t hat the Unum Government ha\'e 
agreed to refer not only the t radlllg question, but also that relat­
iog to the ownershIp of land. to the Commls~lon As the Asso­
ciation is of opimon that the qllesllon of occlIpatlOn of premises 
situated 10 mlnlDg area IS of vllallmport3nce, It has urged that 
the operation of the Gold Law and other slnlliar enactments 
should be referred to t he CommissIOn 

British Bast Africa 
While appreclatlDg. after t he lapse of many years, the nomi­

nation of two Indian members to the LegIslative CounCil, the 
Association, qllotang tbe precedents of india under the Reform 
scheme, FIJI, Bntlsh GUiana and TTlnidad, has urged that the 
franchise be conferred upon qualified Indians 10 the Protectorate. 

Having regard to the fact that the questIon of the administra, 
tion of the whole of East AfIlea IS shortly comtng up for consI­
deration by His Maiestv's Government. the AsaociatioD baa. 
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pressed upon the Goveroment the desirabihty and necessity of 
glVlOg effect, as a matter of justIce and eqUIty, to the demand 
of the BritIsh East Afnca IndIan populatIon for equaltl y of 
status and the removal of galltng dIsabIlities desIgned to reproduce 
the unfavourable condltlOm prevaihng 10 South All Ica affectllljZ. 
the r"sldent IndIan population, and -restnct, If not e· .... n pT<lhlbit, 
Indi,1n immigration IIlto the Protectorate 111 favour of European 
ITIlTlllgraIJOD, In spite of the fact that Indians cnmmellced to 
develop these land~ three cenlunes before any \Vlllle settlement 
was establtshed there. 

Brit.iah Guia.na, 
The ASSOCIatIOn has drawn tlte attentIon of HI~ M:lje~!y's 

Government to the strong objection to, and prote~t agam~t, the 
so-called ColonlsatlOn Scheme on the part qf the Easl Incitan 
AssociatIon (Georgetown), and has receIved an a~~urance from 
the Colonial Office that the fullest consl<ierd.tJon wIll be given to 
the vIews expressed by that and ~Imilar ASSOCla'lons 

Fiji. 
The ASSOCIation has pre,sed for the termtnalton of eXI~t\Og 

lOdentures of Indian lahourers In thl~ Colony, and has been 
nOtified by the Colomal Office that Orders have been J.pven for 
the termtnatlOn of all eXIstlOg Indian IOdentures on 2nd Januar} 
19110, and for the repatnal JOn, so soon as pomble, of freed IndIans. 
desirous of returning to IndIa. 

Trinidad, Jamaica and Surinam (Dutch Guiana). 
Havtng regard to the strong feeltng agalllst the system of 

Indentured Labour prevaIling throughout India among all c1anes 
of the populatIOn, the Assoctation ha~ since addressed an mql1iry 
to HIS Majesty's Government seeklOg tnformatton as to the 
nu mben of IOdentures at present in force Ln these territorie~ and 
the steps, if any. being taken by His Majesty's Government to 
secure thetr cancellatIon at an early date_ 

Ceylon. 
The Association has made representatIons to His Majesty's 

Government with a view to securtng Imrrovemem~ tn the draft 
Labour Ordinance shortly to be tntroduced IOta the Legislative 
CounCil, and particularly to obtaIn the omlSMon of the clauses 
imposing cnmtDal punishment for breach of contract. 

The Association has also made representations with a view 10 
promISIng the educatum or Indtan ehlldrell on the Ceylon Estates 

lllauritiull 
The Association, being alarmed at the movement in French 

MHritian eirel. in favour of the transfer of the Island t() 
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France, in spite of the fact that the large majority 'of the' inhabi­
tants are Indians who had not been consulted in the mattei', ia­
qUJred of His Majelty's Government what steps have been taken 
ID this direction, and hal received an a •• uranee from the ColC)1Jial 
Office that no serious consideration need be given to the move­
ment. 

Britto Oolumbia. 
The Anoclation has protested against Canadian Orders in 

Council restricting the issue of certain claslell of fishery licences to 
White persons, and its repreientauons have been referred to the 
,Governor-General of Canada for observation. 

AutraUa. 
Having regard to the Commonuwealth Government's ~ 

taking to remove certain existing dllabilities affectiDst IncHans 
redident in AUltralia in the light of the Reciprocity Resolurion 
passed at the Imperial War Con'ference, 1918, the Association Ilas 
directed the attention of Hi. Ma1esty's Goveroment to the 
differential operation against Indi1lD! of Queensland sg-
vatlon Act, 1913, the mterpretatlon of which was re;e <;; , 
in an Appeal before the Prtvy Council, when a Ju~ 
to the Indian appellants was delivered. The AssocIation 11_\ _ 
quested His Majesty's Government to preIS for the repeal or 
necessary modification of this enactment. 

ltIudated Territories. 
With the comilll into force of the Peace TreatY' with 

Germany, Mandates under the League of Nations have now been 
conferred upon certain countnes for the administration of the 
former German Colonies. Thus the Samoa Islands rail to be 
administered by New Zealand t South West Africa and German 
'&It Africa by the Bnttlh Governmet. The Association hal 
accordingly made repreaentations to His Majesty's GQvernment 
to _intain for His Majesty's Indian lubjects tbe nght. .s to 
immigration and residence, which they have hitherto enjoyed in 
-these re.pecta, and equal rights in the future with all other of 
fill Majesty's subjects. 

The ABaciation has also reminded His Majesty'. Govern. 
ment of the danger to Indian IDterests of the movemeat ofDeillly 
favoured in ·New Zealand to supplemeat Native labour in Samoa 
by indentured labour, and ha. rlloetved an auurarx:e tbat DO 
futber enm~r~t.ion from IDdi. uader Indenture will be COUDte .. 
J21anced by HII Majesty'. Gov.rameat.. 

•. L. Polak 
/ioIc.~". 



Be8olation1lJ of 

The Convention' of Associations 
British East !triG&. 

TIM followiag arl extraotl trom tbe JU1W'J a ..... 
(1919) of the OOllveutlOD 9f AnomatioD. of Brltlda ... , 
Africa. & body of British .xploiten aorrupolldiq to tile 
Bvopean Aslociatloll of ludia. 

RESOLUTION. 
"This Convention wishes to point out to the Government that 

during the discussion of the pelition ,e. Indianl, as allo thole 
afFecting the native peoples of this country, they bad the allll­
'tance of four MI&lIioltiU ies, one beil'lR Roman Catholic aad three 
being from the Missionary Conference, which Wb litth'lg in 
Nairobi at the lame tune all the Con'Ventsati. 

"That whereas our Nation has ~ .. umed responaibillty f()r 
the future of the Indigenoul galt AfrIcan peoples and of the 
countries they illhahit, 

"And whereas our National Ideal. of enlightenment and I?ro­
flresl are crystarised in our Christian We.tern civilization and It is 
our duty to make sure that I he belt contained therein is readily 
available for the needs of awakening A'frica, 

"And wbereas the maintenance Of thiS couDtr~ depends entirely 
on the prestIge and force of character of the whu~ inib, 

"And whereas certain l'R4ia1i1 have ebteted thil country as 
trader., clerks and ,artlz305, 

l'And whereas these people fbUow In all thin .. a cl\liUcation 
which is eallerO and in many respects rl!lpulbaat to ()Utl, 

"And whereal tbeir social status brio .. theal mote ftequeatly 
intQ CQDtact with the African and thos subjects M. to io­
timate personal influence. a1llagonlitic to tfle idem of tlie .... t, 

'lAnd whereas tbe African has .hoWtl t)sllt he po'IIe"~ lateQt 
.qual,ttell which under western lutdan~ ho1d pl'om11e or mate­
rial development, arid an aptltu~ (or Blho, t~ 'Arioui beeda qf 
indultrx, more partk:ularly t'hose WhiCh tilvm\le t~ use of 
a.cd\aniQ.l appliances, 

, "And wher~. Indian compttion denies bitrl all itlcelitivea to 
ahtbition and 9JJPOftuaitiet of advaocement, 
A • "ADd wber_, the Indian community III this country Ire 
.~iDl for ad~l~ IUft'rap ~ by this mean. seeb to pin coll­
trol over the d.tlDies of the country. 

"ADd whereas t~e Imperial Conference at a meetinl held on 
.,.., totth. 1918, (&e tile lIIIJitm A"""al Regism 1919) coDiidered 
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the matter of r~clprncal mIgration between Iudla Inri other com­
ponent parts of the Empire, ,1Ild pasc;ed Inllt res\)!utions, of whIch 
the prlllclpal i~ as follows'- ' 

"It \" <In l!lherent hmctloll of tl1l' G )\ U 11:,1"''l1 ~ (,f the ~e,'eral 
commulllties of the Bntish Comm0nwealth II1cllllling Indl:! that 
each should enjoy cnmplett> c.ontrol n~ the ."'1 (npn'ill 11m of Its 
own population hy means of restrictIon on 1111m''':1 ,1tlOll from any 
other commumtles ....•.•• " 

"and thereby recorded .I~ the fin"l jlldg-lllC!llt of the HI HI'lh 
Commonwenlth tha' the prlm'I'lIl' of '-i"!lt-[)el", rHlllatlOrI , .. hall 
govern Immi~ratlOn and the C0mp l',)tlnll of D,) ,1.1 It' IIlS-

"VOle, the Convt'ntloT} of A~'ioclnri')ll' repl.'l'll~llIg .. the White 
Community of the country. pray hl'.\ Exc.ellellcv 1 he Governor to 
approach the RIght Honoltrablt> I he Secrdary of S ate for the 
Colomes, so that the function> thu'i ~()l('mnlv pronollncc:d to be 
mherent in the Government of rhl" Bntl~h Cl)mmulllty ,~,be 
exercIsed by declanng forthwith that the nqht of Self-Delevd¥iba­
tion rest~ with the European Government of thiS country '1lcting 
for the Europeans and l!l trust for the N <It Ive Deople~ and sntluld 
ask the Secretary of State to rule I hat the positIOn should Dot b~ 
'prejudIced by giving any system of franchise to ASIatics not' by 
allowlOg them to acqUIre land except 111 towushlps on ~hort leases, 
nor by the employment of ASiatics \!l Government work ,md 
that steps should he taken at once to restrIct ASIatic immi~ration 
111 on,ier that thIS stronghold <(f European ColoOlsatJOn in Ce~tral 
AfrIca may stand heslde her sister ColOOies In their A,latic 'Potio:y. 

"And further we beg Hill Excellency the Governor to nuk.e 
known to the Impenal Conference, through the Rt. Hon. the 
Secretary of S~ate for the Colol1les, our earnest petitIon that to 
the conquered territory, formerly called German East Africa, the 
same policy towards the ASIatic be applIed; for the indigenous 
peoples of thiS country and of the conquered terntory are of the 
same types even to the extent of trines havmg being severed 
and economic relatIOns centurIes old havmg been interrupte d 
by the late artificial frontier. We can conceIve, short of the 
retrocession of the terfltory to Germany, of no transaction 
more Immoral and more certam to recoil all our heads than the 
betrayal to the ASiatic of a sectIOn of l he Afllcan peoples wha&e 
destinies have faller) IIlto our h.l.IHh ,lid who at nresent are 
unable to potect themselves We submit that to buy off Indian 
Or other agitation at the eX'1eI15"! of the ~attves of AfricA ",auld 
~e a polIcy neIther wise nor honourable ,. 



Report of the 

Economic Comission 
British East Africa Protectorate. 
The followmg are ~Xfracts from the Economic Commission 

Report of the Brrtl~h East Africa Protectorate, appointed by Sir 
Henry Conway Belfield, K. C. M G, the Governor and Comman­
der-an-ChIef :-

The Hon. Mr. F W. Malor. C M. G., ChaIrman; Major 
E. S Grogan, W. A. Kemoe. E'q., T. A. Wood, Esq .. the Hon. 
Mr. P, H Clerke, the HOIl . Mr. W C. Hunter and E. Powys 
Cobb, Esq , Members 

"Before the ad~ent of the ImperIal B. E. A. Company 
Indians were established on the coast, where they selMd the 
opportunity afforded them by the abohllOll of sla\,l!iry, to 
oust by loan and foreclosure the ancient Arab trade and 
civilisation of which Zanzlhar was the centre Bul excepl for 
eccasional Incursions bv half caste Ba\uchis, the interior was 
untouched by Indian influence till Bntish control was effected. 
The introductIon of the (.aohes employed on the construction of 
the Ugandd RaIlway was the first connection of Indiana with 
the interior. The employment of IndIan labour for thIS work 
was due, it is beheved. pnrely to consideTatlons of convenience, 
and bere it is mstrllctlve to note thal not only did th1l capital 
cost of the Indian-built Railway work out excessively hlgh-rnor~ 
than double the sum for whIch a reDutable firm of British Con­
tractor. had offered to execute the tnk WIth African labour, but 
that the workmg costs per tram mile of the Uganda Ratlway 
are hiRher than those of the railways of the South African UnIon, 
though the percent1lge of whIte men employed on die latter is 
more than twenty times as great. " , 

"It may be permItted to question whether the authorities of 
the time realised the immense Imperial si~~cance, 'for good or 
evil, of their action 10 promoting contact ~~ween the nativea of 
East Africa and the decadent civllisatio~~f India. The inevi­
~ble effect of the intervention of aa intermediate rICe betw~n 
European and African rs that that race a_bs mOlt of the occa­
ilionl of personal contact with the Africa~ Hence such intimate 
ndluences as the African of this country is at present receivinJt 
.are mainly imparted to him by the Aala~ and are oredoml­
aaDlly Indian rather thaD Brittsh. 
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.IEast Africa i. in a IOmewhat different pOlJ~OD from any 

other countri. of t\frica in respect to tbi. prolllCIID I • t 
"Th. S.lf·Gcw!l1'Plal.tatea of the Union, together "ith tnt 

Rhodelias, cODtrol Indian immigratioo, wIth a View to ultimate! 
exclusion. lo Natal, JI;ldt.n labojl' .at at one tu.,. ifu,odaaced, 
but ita introduction wal lubsequentl}· agreed to, have been • 
mi,take, aDd drastic steps have been takeit"'to hmlt and localiM 
its efFect •• 

"In the African Protectorates under the Colonial Otlice,ladian. 
immiarltion is not prohibiled, wIth the relult that In EQt 
the immilrantl have not been confined to the tredl 
ha\'e included coolies, derlu, arusans and 
Ealt Africa "at for 10llg protected from thi. lD\raJ1IQDo"blut 

for political realonl, con.iderable encouragement.- was 
Indians there. 

"It is the diltinglSilhing peculiarity of this country that ber. 
the Indian plays the parts of a clerk, artisan, "rpenter, mecl;l~ 
etc., functions which the African is capah\e wIth trainiD4-~ 
performing, and does clsewhere perf orin,.' satisfactorily. T~C 
presence of the Indians, organlled a~ they ale to keep the, 
African out of every' pOlition which an IndIan could fill, ~cpriv~ 
tbe African of all incentive. to ambitIOn and opportuOltle, 'of 
adv3t;lCement. 

"It may be admitted that the Indian has played and 5t ill fJays 
a uteful part in opening un trade, stimul<ltlDg the wants 0 the 
nativl;1 and inducing them to part WIt h theIr products for purpolea 
of export. For thIS service he la entitled. to credit, but the essential 
point i, that the same aervlce mIght, with due encouragement, 
!lave been perform~d by the Native peoples 

I "In every dir~ction, the sphere of the Indian in this country.is 
not complemental but competItive WIth those of the European 
and African. Even ID the mmor sphElre the European, If the 
Indian would submit to the ciVIC, moral and commercial obliga­
tions current in European SocIety, has nothIng tQ tear from Inchan 
competitioll, the contrary theory whIch formerly fouot! f8vour in 
local governing circles having been completely exPlQlel3 by the 
history of the past thirteen years BUI with the /lfricag, the 
case IS different. He is nnt strong enough anywhere to stand. 
against the competition of a more crafty race. Sci long as that 
race is organisea to keep him in servitude, by shouldering him 
6ut of all the posts which lie in the path of his advancement, he 
must 'be content to remain a mere hewer of wood and drawer bf 
water. 

IITHere af!', therefore, strong economic reasons against the 'free 
admission of certam classes of Indians into the counrrv. I 
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"Ther. are unfort"aatety other r~DI of tven ..... t.r weiCht 

.ainlt all Indian im18ill"lllion into tb~. , or indeed •• y part of 
Africa. 

"PbyaicaUy, the hdian ia Dot • -JmleIOllle inflU4DCe __ UIe 
of hie incurable repupUM:e to sanit"ioh Gd hYriene. In thit 
I1IIfMICt the African ia mn... civililllJd than tile Indian, beiDt 
a.turaUy cleanly iQ hi, .aola: but he ia prone to folio. tbe 
eumpl. of thote a.rO\lnd him. f'lape, thou,h uid to be "ondemic" 
ia the country, bal certainly bNJl imported, if ~t originally 
tben on later octaaiona, from Bombay, and Indian quarte ... are 
almost invariably the foci of each IUCcesaiVO outbreak. The Hme 
may be aaid of all dirt-bona~. The Indian is eVilrywber. 
the despair of tbe sanitariaD. ffi i.e a menace not only to himlOlf, 
but especially to the natives of the country. 

IIoral Depravity of IDdiaDI 
"The moral depravity of the Indian ia equally damqing to tbt 

African. who in hi, natura) lIItate ia at least innocent of the wont 
vice' of the Ealt. The Indian is the inciter to crime as weli .. 
vice, lince it is the opportumty afforded by the ever.ready Indian 
receiver wblCh makes thleviog ealy. If the Indiana were elimi. 
nated, the number of offeocea against propert}·, now high. would 
be reduced to manageable proportions. 

"The Emplfe is faced With a senous dilemma which cannot be 
evaded. The choice hea between the vitalmterest of the African 
and the ambition of Iodla. The fresence of the Indian in thi. 
country is quite obviously iDlmica to the moral and physical 
welfare and the economic advancelDent ofthe native Th. matttlr 
is one of the highest Impenal importance, and we regard it ali im­
perative that the Empire should definitely decide, and that with· 
out delay. whether the welfare of the Africaa i, to be subordinated 
10 his own country to pohucal considerations and the pretensions 
of the more restless elements of India. Upon.lPe deCision as to 
East Africa, the future of the whole conlanent ... Jargeiy dapend, 
for if lndlaDS are to be allowed to atream in at anyone ehtnnce iJ) 
uatimited numbers, It will acarcely be pOllDble to localise thoro 
mdefinitely In any particular territory. 

"Our own view of thiS qu~sl1on II that there cao be no excuse 
for meeting out to the Afnean treatment to which lad&a herlelf 
would never subnut. 

"On purely economic grounds, we submit the admiSSIOn of the 
Indian was a cardinal error of pohcy. It involved the economic 
stagnation of the Africap throughout a large tract of Africa, and 
the consequent relardatJpIl of progress for the sake of what pro· 
mised to be at best b'lt a temporary connnience. In our view, 

I 
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the error ought gradually, but without unnecessary delay,t{') be re· 
ctllied, by similar means to those by which the same error II be~~ 
rectified in Natal. '. 

"The Railway and other Government Department $bould as 
quickly as possible replace IndIan employees by Europeans in the 
hIgher grades and Afncans m the lower., FurtHer, Asiaticil who 
are allowed to remam In thIs country should be obhged to conform 
to the same samtary standards as Europeans as a condition of 
their residence here. It will probably be found that this will 
result 10 a great reductIOn in their numbers. 

"The Impenal Prmciple which IS to control the migration 
withm the Empire of differeDt peoples has been finally laid 
down by the Impenal Conference 10 july last in the following 
terms :-

"It IS an mherent function of the Governments of the several 
communities of the Bntlsh Commonwealth! mcluding India, that 
each should enJoy complete control over the composition Qf its 
own population by means of restrictIOn on Immlgr~OIt from 
any other commuDlties." 

"It IS, therefore, essential that a decision of policy in roferenc;e 
to East Africa should be come to without further delay, and that 
such deciSlOn shall be based upon the pnnclple of Self-Determina­
tion and shall conSIder only the mterests of the IIldlgenous 
native and Arab population and ot the race responsible for their 
control. 

HIt 18 our firm conViction that the justification of our occupa­
tion of thIS country hes in our abIlity to adapt the native to our 
own civilislltlon. < 

"If we further comphcate thiS task by continumg to expose 
the African to the antagonistic mfluence of AsIatic, as distinct 
from European philosophy, we shall be gUilty of a breach of trust.'" 

The following Note by the Rev. 0 F. Andrewl, who 
went to Bast Africa on deputation to enquire into the 
condition of Indians relident there, explains tile lut two 
mtracta. 

There are certain points in connection with these Nairobi Con­
vention Resolutions whIch are worthy of special notice. 

Firat of all, it will at once be recognised by any careful reader 
that the Petition t't: IndIans, as It is called, which was passed 
unanimously by the Convention, bears a marked resemblance to 
the paragraphs dealing with the same subject in the Governmeqt 
Economic Commission • Report. Indeed, in some prominent 
passages, the phraaes used are identical. 
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This may he a«.ouotod for by -the fact already mentioned that 

aillhe non-official members who served on the Economic Com mi· 
ssion were serving at "ne and the lame time on the Executive 
Committee of the Convention of Anociations. It may be wen, iD 
thif. place, to give their Dames In full al follows:-

The RiRht Hon. Lord Del.mere. 
Th~ HOIl. W. C. Hunter. 
Major Ewart Scoot Grogan. 
Thomas Alfred Wood Esquire. 
E. POWYSI Cobb Esquire. 

These ~entlemen came out, at different times, to East Africa as 
~ett1ers. Mr. Hunter is an Estate Agent and Accountant. 

The two official members, who served on behalf of the Govern· 
ment on I he Economic Commission are as tollows : 

The Honourable Francis William Major, Chief of Customs, 
Chai· man of the Commission. 

William A Ifr .. d Kemp E~quire, Treasurer of the East African 
Protectorate Government. 

Neit her of these two Government officials raised any protest 
against the imenlon of the paragraphs 011 the Indian question io 
the Rep Jrt. Bot h of t hem signed t hear names to it. They mult, 
I herefore, take I helf filII responsibllitv for the position finally 
ado~lted. It would not. however, be dIfficult to surmise that Lord 
Delamere <lnd Major Grogan were leading personahtles in deciding 
lheJndl,m que~tlon, both on the EconomIc CommISSIon itself and 
pn t'he Conv~ntloD of AS5oci .. uonl . 
. • \Vhen we exam me further the l wo parallel documeDts we find 

th_t a cl.um IS made by each \0 a very solemn manner to be 
~lI()wed to exclude IndIans as undesirables ullrler a deCision lately 
reached by the Impendl Conference an London about Immlgralion 
<.Ontrol. (See Annllal Register. 1919, <IndIa 10 t he Imperial 
,War Coofe~ence.') That the c"nlrol\mg party in that 
,t;iecision was a se\(.govelnlO~ domilllon, and In Its original 
{",rm It did n"t refer 10 Protectorates at all That, however, is a 
merely techmca! pomt 0/110 very c,eat tmportan,e 

But what 15 far more seraous to nottce is I he assumptlon ,made 
by \ he Conventton of Assoclal Ions I hat It, and It alone, truly re­
pretents the Brituh CMllml>lJwealth In Its colonism~ .. nd clViIi.ip~ 
work. \D the East Afnca Protectorate j that tblB White commu­
nit y alone bal aGqllired I he nght, by the very fact of itl! belollaing 
to the donllnant European Race, to represent the East African 
Government wbreh IS calleci a purely Europe~ Go\'er:n~cot ; that 
th IS Indian community does not belong to the British CommOD~ 
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wealth, and has no nght of representation before tile Impenal Con-
ference,-not even in Its own defence. , 

Interpretmg as well as I can the resolutions passed at the Con­
vention concermng the Indian community, I paraphrase them ai 
follows'-

"The Indlam are mtruders,-that IS the gl$t of the who'le 
matter. Certain people, called Indldos, have entered this countr~ . 
The ruling White Race has no communtty of s~nllmenl with them 
Then habits and mode of life are repul'(nanl: their Ideals are 
antagomsttc These mtruders are now standing between the 
natives and the natural prolectorsof the natIVes,tne white commu­
nity . The Indians must, therefore, be made to leave the country 
as qUickly as possible. Fur I he only protector of the native must 
be In future the dominant White Race." 

This poltey of exclusion of the Indian ultimately from the 
whole of the British Commonwealth m Afnca must lie carr. 
out by a defiDlte policy, on the same hnes 10 Central Afr~ Jl'S 
those sdopted by the sister Colomes further South. That is' to 
say, restrtctlon of immigratIOn must be Immediately enforced by 
law, and all tradmg and land TIghts must be curtailed and no 
franchise must be granted. No Government service, in future, 
must be open to the Indians. Thus when every avenue of trade 
and land and franchise and Government service flirt/un th~ 
Protectorate is closed up (Oore and more tIghtly. and when all 
further Immigration IOlO the Protectorate of new famllie& i$ 
restncted, the whole position of In~lans will be so insecure that , 
'fery few will rernam. Short leases m townships might still be 
permitted for a few Indian traders but, of course, the lease should 
not be long enough for any permanent building to be erected or 
any settlement foothold to be obtained. As leases fall in, these 
Indians also may be dealt with. Thus East Africa,-"this 
stronghold of European colonisation in Central Africa, may take 
her place besides her sister Colonies in this Asiatic policy." For 
by such a policy it may wen be expected. that the 
present Indian residents, (when the Economic COO!KI\iuion Report 
number at about 12,500) will soon dwindle into insl8nifi(;ance 
Thus, in the end, aU British East Africa, frolll Mombaaaa to 
Capetown "ill be reserved for European settlement only. There 
"ill be no cbmplication of the problem of pure EUTopean 
Colooisatlon. 

When tbe Indian by these political methods has been COJD­
peUed at lut to leave the country, then the ruling White Race­
QO fulfil ita true and solemn fUDCtion, committed to it as a trust 
bJ tbe Imperial Government, of civilising the aative by means of 
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Its own Christianity ond Its own Chnsllan Western ideals of 
enhRhtenment and progress 

"To sum up the whole matter, Indians cannot In any true 
sense be mdentlfied wllh the Bfltish Commonwealth or as-octated 
with It_ Government In East Afnca Wherever they are found 
in Afnca side by <Ide wit h the Brttlsh t hey are ahens They are 
antagonistic In their Ideals. They are repugnant to the White 
Race ThiS IS not a questton of Temperate Zones merely. 
It refers to Tropical Zones as well. They can, In no sense. be 
relil'aded as a "Communtty ot the British Commonwealth," 
howeVEr much I hey may claim Bl1ush CItizenship. Self-deter­
mmatlon of I he .. commumlJes of the British Commonwealth" 
relilS Wllh the Europeans ThiS dommanl and exclUSive position 
of the white commun·ty, as the only Community withlO the 
Bntlsh Commnnwealth, possessmg self-determining and 
repre<;entattve powers, must not he prejudiced by gtvlng any 
system of franchl~e to the ASiatic. If t he Indian commuDlty in 
the Brliish Commonwealth, when leavmg the shores of India for 
Afnca, has no more citizenship than that, there truly, and with­
out any rhetoflcal exagger.ltlon, It has become "a pariah within 
the Empire." 

Thts assumptIOn, that the white community alone tn Africa 
repre~enU I he Brlllsh Commonwealt h and that citizenship in 
that Commonwealth must never be extended beyond the white 
Rice-thiS assumption. If once finally accepted and endorsed. 
would change the whole structure of the British constitution 
and would throw back all the progress that has been made in 
the Constllutional reform for many generations It would at 
once (lut the BrItish domlDlons tar behind the French to politi­
cal advancement. What IS far more serioulI, It would be a direct 
breach of charter after charter, treaty after treaty, and covenant 
after covenant; on the basis of these charters and treaties the 
Brstish Commonwealth throughout the world has been built up. 
The Queen's Proclamation of racial neutrality which brought 
peace after the Great Mutiny is only one example of such 
covenants between sovereign and people. Such IOvereign, on 

-eoaung to the throne. has repeated these covenants and on the 
faithfu' fuifilment of them to the very letter the stability of the' 
whole structure of the British Con.titution abroad depends. 

India herself, within ber own interior dominions, bas gODe 
forward for a century pasr, .Iowly but certainly. towards the 
fulfilment of the great Chane,.. In the lalt five yean of the 
War the pace bas been far more rapid. Tbe reUOD for thi. has 
be4m that, iD spite of all expectation ohbe enemy to the cODtrary, 
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in .pite of the dead-weight of the lubjection anel disarmameat 
which haa e-nervated her manhood, 10 amte of a thoutaJld 
hindrances of autocracy and racial dommatlon, India when the 
time came gave with both hands all that was left to her, all 
she lull pouel,e-d, to carry 00 the great struggle. She re-mamed 
steadfast to the Allied Cause up to the eca4. 

On the fields of Flanders and GaJlipoli, in Mesopotamla_d 
Palestine and in East Africa. Indian soldiers have fought u-... 
the British Flag, as comrades and free men, not as slaves. ~I 
too late the Kmg's Commmlon has been gIVen at last to Indian 
officers. Inila herself has been welcomed as a self-governing 
nation of the Bnllsh Commonwealth withm the Leagne 01 
Nations, side by ,Ide with Allitraha and New Zealand, South 
'Africa and Canada. The new era which all this repreteufl has 
been proclaimed by HIS Majesty the King, and the King~. ' eldest 
Ion Will lIlaugurate it on his coming visit to India. - : 

It is strange tndeed t hat at such an hour as this whell history 
i8 beinlt made aud the Bnllsh Cc-mmon·wealth throughout the 
world IS stilftmg upon a new career of progre~s, the members of 
I he NaIrobI Convention should be ~o out of touch with the SPIrit 
of the tImes that they should endea\'ollr to I11111t the boundaries 
of that world Commonwealt h 10 which we hve to the franchise 
of a single race. Noth1Og could be more out of harmony with 
all that the great War has heen fought to achieve On every side 
there haa been a breakmg down of raCial barner, not a bUilding 
up. The tide 15 SlIlI flowmg that way, In spite of the reaction 
which the exhaustion afler the great stru~gle has cau~ed. 

'Nhat 1 ask of my fello\v.countrymen I~ a reconSideration of 
this Convention posnion WJl h regard to the consttt ution and frame 
work of the British Common-wealth, whIch was "dopted in a time 
of stram and unnatural tension Without suffiCient coolne's of 
thought. Now that \tfe has become more normal, I would urge 
that the whole problem of the Commonwe,llth be studied thorou­
ghly and closely In all Its consequences and Its bearing. 

Before c10smg Ihls charlier, 1 ,1m ohhged to refer to one m()fe 
aasumpti D made by the Ni1lfobl C"ovcntlOo whlcb Ii even more 
gravely ~enous 10 tt~ consequence than that which I have already 
1)()lJlted nuL The fact thaI It seems 10 have been made qUlle 

unconsciously tells me agam of the stramed .md abnormal condI­
tions under which the Resolutions were framed. I WIll try 10 
explam It with perfect clea.rness. 

If there is one thmg more than any other that has dIfferentiat­
ed the British Commonwealth abroad from all the oth81' , gc~at 
dominiot'lJlrpof the past, it has been the pledge, faithful~y given .ad 
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undertaken, of complete religious neutrahty. Only with such au 
understanding could vast countries contaming many millions of 
Muhammadans, Budhhists, HlOdul, and follow en of other creed. 
(far OUI numbering those Ploressing the CI eed of the soveroign 
hin1self) have been k~pt together with the utmost loyalty, in a 
common alll:giance. 

Yel this petll10n re: Indians of the Nairobi Convention of 
Allociatlons advocates a pohcy of the protectorate Government 
whIch would dirtctly favour one special religion and would pena­
lise others. That IS to say, It openly demands a breach of reli­
giOus neutralLty 011 the palt of the govt:rnme:nt. 

Thl$ IS t he only meanmg I can deduce from the clauses of the 
Petition which, for the sakt! of clearness, I will quote again m full 
at tillS point: 

"Whereas our national ide .. ls of enlightenment and prolltress 
are crystalhsed m our Christian 'Vestern cl\'lhsat iOIl and it 1& 
our dnty to make: sure that the best contained therein is readily 
avalldble for the need!! of dWdkenUlg Afnca . .• ,. and where­
as the~e IIndlan) lleople follow 10 all thlllgs a civilbal\()n which 
is East ern and 10 many rell: eCI s repugnant to our own, and where­
as lhetr social statns bnng~ thell1more fr .. qu~ntly into contact with 
the African and thus subjects him to IIltimate pers6nal Illfiuence 
alitagollllltic to the Ideals of lhe west, ...... " 

The petit lOll re: Indlan~ goes 011 to demand th..tt 111 conse­
quence of these very 1 hm~s the Iudlan 5ettlep, should he excluded 
from Ea~t Afnca and the protectOl,lIe should he rndde a close 
preserve fClr Chnstlan Western CIVI:I~a110n 

I haye been told on !{ood authoilly that the word Chnslian 
\V35 dehber,nely added after a prolonged dISCUSSion on the petItion 
Te: Indldns. alld [hat it was lastly accepted by all the representa­
tIVes of the A~S"ClaltOns There can be no quest Ion that, as 
the petltlOIl ~e: IndIans now stands, m Its final shape, this word 
"Chn~tlan" IS emphalH. and affects VItally the mednlllg The 
presence of mlSSlonanes, to which ~pecl,,1 attenllon IS drawn by 
the p"tltIon lt~eH, gIves P' 1111 to tllto word "Christian" and makes 
clear the reason for Ih insertion. To paraphrase very bnefl\. it 
IS because the Indidn folio", a mode of hIe wi1Jf .. h is not Chnsllan, 
that their prt'sence among I he Affl!'al1l1 IS undelnrable. 

W~ find, then, that the ConventlOlJ of European Allsociationa 
of Edt Atnca, claiUlill~ to represent \lot only the Bntish 
Nationo but also the BrHlsh Commonwealth throughout the 
wc.»rld, has act uaily framed. a petillon re: Indiana aslung 
for permissioll for the exclUSion of Indians ll1 the Dame of 
Christianity. The ultimate aim in view is to drive th. lodiaos 
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out of Africa, because thelf own (:Ivlhsatlon is antagolllsllC to 
the reltglOus beliefs of the petltlonen whIch are emb(,nu~d ill 
their OIVIl CIVIIIZdllon. Attl!r the deliberale H1~ertJQn of the word 
II Chi IStldn" III the petition I do not see how there can be any 
logical escape from that imerpretatton. It I~ a policy wblch has 
always had a great fdscmatlOn for the .....Qllsslona,y propag ndls~. 
and It would appear to me that the presence 01 the mlS~lOnd ... es 
influenced the leaders of the ConventIon of AssoclatJom fdT more 
than they suppose and caused them to make thiS fdtal bl'lDder. 

In orJer to show how fatal the blunder has been, let Cle take a 
parallel Cdse. As a pure and ~Imple reductru ad absurdum. the 
next obvIOUS step to lake, when once the Indian had been cleared 
out of the way, would be 10 remove the Arab out (,f the 
mISSI"narte~' path of Chnstlalllsmg the Afncdn, on exa<..lly the 
same grounds as Ihe Indldn. The fact that he had been an 
intrudel IOto I he mdlgenous AfrlLan's COll:1tTy only a little longer 
than the Indian should surely not ~tand m the way of -such a 
logical conclUSIOn. 

It hardly needs to be pOInted out t hat any such bredches of 
rehglOus neutrality under the Bntlsh ConstItutIOn w"uld he 
a far more serio liS mfraclJOn of all treaties and treaty IlglJi~ Ihan 
the bredch of racial neutrality referred to m a prevIOus pAf"graph 
The r,lclal neutrahty clauses III the defferent trealles have been 
always conditIOnal: the words have been added to tbe trealles 
'1 all far a. may be" : whdt ha. been alllled at III all such covenaDts 
15 a hope for the future willch must be steathly and J.lersl5temly 
fuHlIled. But the rebglous neutrality clauses have frum the first 
been absolute and unconditional, and to anyone who h .. s Hudled 
constItutwnal hl&!ory, breaches of neutralIty such as that whIch 
the ConventIOn of ASSOcldtlons dehberately cOlltemplal es are 
absolutely void-l would almost add the word redlc.ulously 
impossible. If a duect IIlfraLlJOIJ of racIal neulrahty, de~troVlllg 
lights already won, would have serious consequences to tbe 
stabihty of the Brll1sh Commonwealth established throllghout 
the world, breaches of rehglous neutrality, If on-:e put IIlto 
practIce, would shake It to liS very foundations 

Agam, as I look back at lhe speCial penod when the COllveo­
tion petition re : IndIans was drawn up, convlcnon becomes al\ 
the stronger that the constItutional blunders whIch have been 
commltted m the name of the British Commonwealth, have been 
due to the stramed condition of men's mmd directly after the 
War and to the Impossibility at such a penod Gf calm and 
collected thmkmg. 

Now that- the Government of the East Africa Protectorate 
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and also the Impenal Government itself have repudiated the 
findings of the Economic CommissIOn on the Indian question and 
l.Jy so dOing invalidated the pOSitIOn taken by the ConventIon of 
Associations, I have a great hope that the justice of the plea 
which I have made for a reconsideratIOn of the whole position 
will be acknowledged and that an armIstice will be called Immedi. 
ately to thIs interneclOe war between Indians and Europeans 
whIch may ultimately be tr.msformed Into a settled and per­
manent peace, 

C. F. ANfJRPWS. 



East African India,n National 
Congress. 

15th N Gvember 19I9. 
ResolutioDS adopted at the Second Session of the East 

Afrlcan Indian National Oongress held on the 15th and 16tb 
November 1919. at Nair'8 Building Na.UClbJ, uDder the 
:prelldentship of Busseinbhal Sullman V1Tjl Esqr ,the lead­
ing Indian reSIdent 

Resolution No. I 
"That this Congr('ss ot lepres('nl'aI1VeS of the IndIans QfBritish 

East Africa, Uganda, Z"nzlbar alld Ex: German E"s( Afnca, place!. 
on record Its expressIon of un~wervmg )oy,t1ty Iowa I os 11 IS 
Majesty''! thlone and person, and ils seme ot hI ally co-cpelatlon 
with the local Governments of the East Alncan Protectolale~ 
and territoTles_" 

Proposed by the PreSIdent and carded unammollsl} 

R~SOLUTION N". z 
"That t hIS Congres~ deplores t he practice a I present obI aming 

of impo~mg restncl IOns on laud c;ales and nl"rlgage~ bet ween the 
European and the Brttlsh IndIan subJf:cto;; of Hh M"Je,t) the KlIlg 
Emperor and humbly prays HIS MdJesl,'s Gove,nment to be 
pleased 10 mstrllct the .lecal Governments to remove all such 
restncI Ions" t,. 

Proposed by Mr Hashambhal Jamal of KlslImu. Stconned by 
Mr Muhammadbhal of Klsumu. 

RRSOLUTION No. 3 
"That thiS Congr~ss IS of oplDlon that at least one·t hird of the 

seats on the LpRlslative 81'l\:J ExecutIVe CouncIls of the BritIsh 
East Africa Protectorate be allotted to the IlJdldn Commu01ty by 
election, and that SImIlar proviSIon be mAde 111 I he case of ZanzI­
bar, Uganda and ex·German East Afnca, as soon as LegIslative 
and EXf'cutlve CounCIls come into extstem.e 10 the saId Protec­
torales." 

Proposed by Mr Hassanali Mussaji Mulla Dawoodji of Mom­
baesa. Seconded by Mr. Yusufalli Esmalljl JeewillJjl of Zanzibar_ 
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Rl<SOLuTJON NO.4 

"That this Cong>ef!5 respec.tfully appf'als to the local Govern· 
ments of lhe East Africa. Uganda and Z.nzibar Prottctoratea to 
recogOlse the servicf's 01 the Inchan V,.llInteer Corps 10 East 
Africa in the same wav as those of the local EutClpean Troops." 

Proposed by Mr G B. Tadwalker of NalTobi. Seconded by 
by Mr. Savale of Mombasa. 

RI<SOLUTION NO.5 
"That this Congres~ submits to the local Government 

that recognItion be accorded to the Indian U mvenit y degrees for 
the learned professions." 

Pro Dosed by Mr. Mangal Dass of ~airobi. St:conded by Mr. 
Sa vale of Mum bas sa 

RKSOLUTION No.6 

"That all Indian MecheRI Praclil10ners not below the rank of 
Sub-Assistant SL rgf'ons bf" allo .... ec1 t(1 carryon mdel'endent 
Medical practice in Bntish E~~t Africa" 

Propoiled bv Mr. H H. Mody of Momha5l. Seconrled by 
Mr. ZlIzarti of Londiani. 

Rl'SOLUTlON No 7 
HThat thiS Congre~s IS of 0plOlon that the hIgher post~ of 

trust and respOllSlblht\ 10 the CIVil and M .htal Y S~rHces of all 
the Protect(lrate~ of Eastern Afllca such as those of Judges, 
M.gIstrale~ and Officer' lJ1 the> arm). should be thr(,wn open to 
capable IndIans and tqllal opportunlle~ of arl\an·'f'm .. nt bt' gil/en 
to them along Wit h Other sect\On~ of HI, Malesl v\ suLjel"ts. and 
prays the local Goverlllllents to take steps m the matter at an 
early date." 

Proposed by Lab Ralla Ram of Lnn(hmi St.conded by Mr, 
V. K Buxi of Mombas~a 

R"SOLtlT10N N •• ~ 
"That thIS Congress respectfully Sllhmlt~ to all the local 

Government~ that re~pectahl .. Jnrl'am shollid he appomted Jus­
tices of the Peace, Honorary Magi,trates, and VIsIting JustIce to 
the Pnsons. ': 

Proposed by Mr H S. TTlvedy of N,l\Tnbl. Sl:conded by 
Mr. Sharma of Ndlrobl 

RKSOLUTI0N NO.9 
"That this CODgres~ requests the local G lVernment to extend 

to the Indim comtnumty the priVilege of trial by jUly of their 
0"11 Countrymtm." 

Proposed by Mr Hd,sanal" Mulla D,l\voodji of Mombasa. 
<Seconded by Mt. S. D. Pun of Machakose. 
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RKSOLl1TrON No ]0 

"That this Congress lequests lhe Government of the East 
Africa Protectorate to con"lder favourably the case of small 
lndldll Shdmbah:)ld~rs of NOlrobi and other places and to renew 
t hei r leases" 

"-
Proposed by Mr H. S Tnvedy of Nairobi. Seconded by 

Mr. S. D. Pun of Machakose. 
R~ sOLUTION NO.1] 

"That thiS Congl ess request~ the local Governments that 
steps be taken to provide for allequate representation of the 
Indian cO:TIlnulllly 011 all commlS,lLJns and the ot her publi~ bodies 
or bOdfds" 

Proposed by Mr. R,ma of Dare~salam. Seconded by' ~r. 
Malllbhoy jarnlla Hamlllerd of Kisumu. 

RI':<;OLllTION No. 12 

HThat I hiS Congress IS of opllllon that the Bill known as the 
'SegregatIon of Races Bill' is a racIal bill of the worst possible type, 
and IS subverSive of all eC0n0mlC prlllcipies and prejudlCtal to 
the rights of private ownership and destructive of all ,\,ested 
lOtere~ts of the Indian commumty In the East Africa ann Uganda 
Prol eel orates, and therefore It emphatically protests agamst it 
and Te~pectfully urges the Government of the E. A P. 110t to 
proLeed WIth It " 

Ploposen by Mr. M. A De~~1 of NairobI Seconded 
by Mr. Buxl of Momba~sa Supported by Mr Mangal Das~ 

of NairobI 

RESOLUTION No. ] 3 
II ThIS Congress emphatically and mdlgnantly protests agamst 

the expressed opinion of the Con~ntlon of AssociatIOns that the 
Imrlllgratio\1 of Brltl~h IndIans should he restTlcted with a vIew 
to thelf ultImate exclUSion. ThIS Congres~ IS of opllllon that the 
presence of the Hnllsh Indians III East Afrrca in no way 
mterferes with the deSIred advancement of the childreon of the 
soil, but on the other hJnd thelT presence IS conducl\'e .0 theIr 
advancement." 

Proposed by Mr M. A. Desai of NairobI. Secon~ed by Mr 
'P. L. Pandya ot Kisumu. 

RESOLUTION No. ]4. 
" That thiS Congress appeals to the local Government, to 

requite the services of the Indian SoldIers who took part in the 
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local campaIgn by making them grants of land in the same way 
as IS done III the ca~e of Brill~h SOldiers of European descent." 

PJ()posed by Mr. G. B. Tddwdlker of NaIrobI. Seconded by 
Mr H.lblb Jamal of Daressalaam. 

R "SOl.UTION No I 5 
II That this Congre~s I~ of opInion that IndIans should be 

granted plot~ both resIdentIal aile! bll~l\1ess m all townshIps. on a 
lease of C)9 years, and that such plOb ~hould not be merely on an 
annual tenancy, as the latter method gIves no security to the 
plot-holders and retards the development of the country, that 
the area of such plots l>hould 1I0t be I~ss than 5000 square feet, 
ar.d I he annual rental should not be calculated on a different 
basIs from that appiled to European plot.holders " 

Proposed by Mr Quar.ud-deen of Nyen. Seconded by Mr 
H. S Tnvedy of NairobI. Supported by Mr. Dlw3nchand of 
Nairobi, 

RI<SOLUTION No. 16 

"This Congress respectfully prays the Imoenal Govfrnment 
to definItely declare theIT policy about the e'luaitty of politIcal 
Matlls of IndIans III Easteru AfTlca Protectorales and terntones" 

Proposed by Mr, Varma of NairobI, Seconded by Mr. 
Lahull Ram of Nairobi. ~upported by Mr, Rana of Oares~alaam. 

RgSOI tn'ION No r 7 
"That thiS Congress, In consideratIOn of t he servIces rendered 

by the IndIans In conquenllg the Ex. German E,,~t Afnca. 
lespectfully prays the League of Nallom and the manri.ttory 
power thereunder, to reserve Ihe s:ud terntory for the purpose of 
Indian Colonisation ., 

Proposed by Mr. B. S Varma of NaIrobI. Seconded by Mr 
L M. Savla of Mombassd. 

RFSOLUTION No. 18 
"That thIS Congre!>s IS of oplOion that In view of the termina­

tion of hostihl1es over a year ago. the lime has arrived for the 
Government . to press upon shlppmg companies the necessity 
'bf redUCing theu rates of freIghts lind passage 10 order to reduce 
the cost of hVlOg in all the Prolectcrates of Eastern Ahica at 
soon as possib~'" 

Proposed by Mr. H. S. Tnvedy of Nairobi. -Seconded by Mr. 
H. H. Mody of Mombasa. 

RRSO!".UTION No. 19 
"That in view of many dl5ablhues, discomfort. and hardships 
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continually luffered by Indian passengers and shippers by the 
European managed steamship lines calhng at the Eaat African 
and Zanzibar portl, and the great increases 10 the complaints of 
the sufferers, it is mOlt necessary and advisable to lave the Indiao 
public from luch disabilities imposed upon them at the pleasure 
of European Managers, by orgallislng a-...purely f IIdlan line of 
Steamers; an earnest appeal should, therefore, be made to the 
leading Indian capitalists of E1St and South Afnca and India to' 
combine strongly and 10 organise a hoe to meet the reqUIre­
ments of the IndIan traders and public." 

Proposed by Mr. Eusuf-alh E"\padJI lee\\<anji of Zanzibar. 
Seconded by Mr. Muhammad Bh::l1 orKmlmu 

RRsoLUTlllN N () 20 

"That thIS Congrees requests the Governlllent to ext~\he 
(.ght of Municipal and Leglslat-t\·t! F al1dll~<! tu th", Illd1':l1l women 
Side by Side With their European sIsters on educational qualifie.­
tions." 

Proposed by Mrs Eahta SJvale of Mombassa. Seconded by 
Mrs. Indlrabal Panthwaldya of Ndlrobl. 

RI!:SOLUTION No 2 r 

"In view of the fact that a large number of Illdian., who lJave 
served and have been servlug the vanolls MtllI ary Departluenth 
dllrmg .md after the terminatloll of t h", great \VM in the capdcity 
of mechamcs, artisans and c1et ko, have heel) rractlcally dehled a\l 
th~ Military priVIleges and .tl~() the' CIVIl Cnl1le."IOns gr~nted 011 

the recommendation of Sir Alfr e,1 L~<;c,.lIt's on unju~' didble 
ground~. the, Congress, therefot e, \Jrg ... ., UP),I the Gnvernment to 
recogm,e their servIces a~ Llvil or rmlLtary ()ffiler~ and grant them 
the respective prrvllejZes for t h,',r relief" 

Proposed by Mr G. B Tadwalker uf Ndirobl. Seccnded by 
Mr R G. B.ugaonker of Ndlrobi 

RRSOLUT10N No, 22 

.. That this Congress IS Df opilllon that the GOllernment of 
East Africa should adopt such meaSllre, to settlt! the question of 
Exchange and Cllrrency .IS WIll be fillll1y d"clde,i' up >n by lhe 
Government. of Iudla aft",r th,. I ep It t and recommendatlODS of 
the Committee apJ)ointed for thdt f,lfpo,e by thdt Government 
and now SlttlDg 10 Londoll " • 

Proposed by Mr, Sa vale of Momoasa. Seconded by Mr. 
HassanaIli MadatalIi of NaIrobi 

R,RSOLUTION No. 23 
14 Tha.t.&bia Coogress most stroogly urges the Government 



NA TIO!t.AL CONGR6SS RESOLUTIONS. • to take immediatf' 8tep~ to remove- the humiliating discrimination 
00 the Uganda Railway camages, waiting rooms, lake steamers 
and Nairobi RIckshaws by WhlCh humanity is divided between 
Eur"peans (air hough for the purpose of tolution the Indians are 
clalled whh Europeans' aud the Indians are grouped with the 
Don· Europeans." 

Proposed by Mr. Ha~sanalli MJddatalli of Nairobi. Seconded 
by Mr. S D. Pllrl for Mr D lararnSI Khimji of Machakos. 

RtrSoLUTION No. 24 

h That this Congress resQeclfully prays the Imperial Govern· 
ment to arrange for an earl.fpayment of the value of pre·war and 
interim German currency n"tes to possession of Indians in East 
Arnca and variOus other claims ~uch as debts, 1.)an5, r, quisitioDs, 
etc, against t he Gel man G,)vernment and German Itubjects " 

Proposed by Mr. HlmmalslIIghli Rana of DJress"laam. Secon­
ded by Mr. M. A. DesaI of NaIrobi. 

RKSO\.UTION No. 25 

" That I his Congre:.~ p.mph"ttcally protests against t he Bogging 
of IndIan prisoners to the nilme of dIscIpline 10 10c,,1 gaob, and 
urges the Government to withdraw the powers Imposing this 
harbarous pUlllshmelll granted by I he PnSfl\lS Ordmance, 1918, 
to SuperlOtendents of PIISOIlb, whereby the Superintendent who 
IS nece~sartly the cnmpl.ltnant. turns mto a J udgl!, which IS fun· 
damentally oppo,ed to I he princIples of equIty and ju~tlce. This 
Congress also u,,;~e~ the G ,vernmellt that the pre~ent scale of diet 
and clOI hll1g for Indian prtsoners 111 t he East African g"ols being 
wholly lInrlequate, to alter the same to suit thetr healt h, their 
cnstom, hahlts alld sent Imellts and also to make IlIlprovements 
in their general treatment" 

P.oposed hy Mr Sharml of NairobI Seconded by Mr. Bhutt 
of Mombassa. 

R~S')LUT[oN No. 26 

.. ThiS Congres5 respectfully requests the local Governments 
to take Immediate stf'p~ and tnrlke suitable provl~lOn for improv~ 
inR the educah"" of IndIan children. ThIS Conggress further 
urges the nece~sl\ y of estdblt"hlllg m,)del High Schools for Indian 
children 111 the capltalt! of the said Protectorates, and primary 
schools in the"townships baving at least twenty beys of school· 
going age." 

Propo8~d by Mr. Lahon Ram of Nairobi. Seconded by Mr. 
Mathurbhal of Nilkuru. Supported by Mr. Yusufalh Esmailjl 
leewanji of ZanZibar. 
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RESOLUTION No. 27 
"That IU view of the cessal ion of hostilitIes this Congress 

requests that Indian subjects of HIs Majesty the King .hould no 
longer be compelled to have pa~!ports to travel from one part of 
Hrs Majesty's DominIons to another, namely, India and Ealtern 
Africa and vice versa " ~ ... 

Proposed by Mr. Rana of Daressa'am Sewnded by Mr. H. 
H. Mody of Mombassa 

ResolutIon No. 211 

• That thIs Congress respectfully draws the attenwm of the 
local Gcvernments of t he Protectorates to the dIre neCeS5tly of 
estabitshtng hospitals, where Indldns may have faCIlIties for medi­
cal treatment and requests the saId Gcwernments to take early 
steps In the matter" 

Proposed hy Mr. Hassanallt Mulla Dandjt of Mombasa. 
Seconded by Mr P L. Pandya (·f Ktsumu 

Resolutton No. 2Q 

"ThIS Congre~s deplores the omISSIon on the part of the 
Government of East Afnca Protectorate to appomt an)' lndian 
member on B E A Economic CommIsSIon and resents and 
expresses Its strong IIldtgnatlOn at the slanderous, ml~leadini and 
untruthful portion of the Report whIch affects t he Indian com­
munity and hereby records Its disapproval thereof." 

Proposed by Mr. Shums·ud-deen of NairobI. Seconded by Mr. 
M. A. Desai of Nauobl. 

Resolution No 30 
The following items were adopted as one resolullon to be 

submitted to the Government of Uganda Protectorate. <a' 
.. That plots for buddings be granted to the Indian community on 
99 years leases, that shorter lealles be extended With an option of 
gettmg them turned into freehold. (b) That arrangements be 
made to allot Crown lands to the Indian community for agricul­
tural purposes, and that Indians be allowed to purc:ha~e freehold 
land from the natives. (c) That trade should be free, and that, 
as in India, there should be no hceQces or ratrictions. (d) In 
view of the coostant lDcreaae of thefts and cnmes 10 the country 
the Government be pleased to secure the services of trained 
Indian and European Police and Civ:l Servants. (e) That Govern­
ment sh(\uld open schools at all centres where there are ao boys 
or non-natives, of school going age. (f) That there should be 
equal treatment of non-natives, as they pay equal taxes. (,) 
That Indians be represented on aU bodies. They will be a great 
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help as they ",ill supply first·l!altd informatIon (g) That more 
accommt>datlOn be provided for IndIans on steamers and Railway 
in fi~st, second aDd third classes I (i) Ipdian soldiers be ailr)wed 
to sett Ie In the country (j) Registered medIcal and legal Practi. 
tioDers of IndIa be allowed to practIse tn the cuuntry. 

Proposed by Dr Lahna Smgh of Kampala Second by Mr. 
Asha Ram of JIOJa Supported by Mr. M A DesaI of N,urobl 

Resolution No 31 
"That in the humble opimon of thIS C"ngress, the chum! of 

Indl.!n shop-keepers of the KISI District in th,. Nranza Province 
In connectton wIth the loot by the DatiVe tnhes of the dIstrIct 10 

'9 14 are payable by the local Government of East Afnca Pr,1tec 
rorlote and not by the ForeIgn CI,mlls' CommIttee, In as much as 
the property was looted by t he natIves of the DiiitriLt themselves. 
and not by German Troops and therefore thIS Congress most 
respectfully prays for an early payment esrecially tn VIew of the 
fact that money from the natives of the saId DIstrIct has already 
been realIsed." 

Proposed by Mr. Muhammadbhoy Kassumbhoy Lakha of 
of Klsumu. Seconded by Mr Hassumbhoy Jamal of Klsumu. 

ResolutIon No. 32 
"That this Congress does not approve of the present practice 

of the Zanzibar Government of mvesting ItS surplus revenue 
WIth other GovernmculS and IS of the opinion that such surplus 
revenue be utilised in establishing agricultural bank and such 
investments as would be conducIve to the economic interest 
of the Zanzibar Protectorate." 

Proposed by Mr. Yusufalh Esmailli Jeewanjee of ZanzIbar 
Seconded by Mr. Rana of Daressalaam. 

RKSOLUTION No. 33 
II That this Congress requests the Government of the Zanzibar 

Protectorate to immediately orgamse a Mumclpality in Zanzibar, 
with a good proportion of elected IndIan Representatives." 

Proposed by Mr. Bakshi of Mombasa. Seconded by Mr. RanI' 
of Daresulaam. 

RItSOLUTION No. 34 
"That this Con~reSl is of opinion that the clause in the Bm 

of Lading of the Brllub India Steam Navigation Company which 
reads as follows, be amended to the value of Rs. 1,500 per freight 
too and Rs. 750 per pac::kage :-

hThe company will not be accountable for gold, silver, bullion 
specie, jewellery, precious metals, plated wares,. documents, "orb 
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of art, watches, silks or other p"ct\us or valoobte.artt\:les 10 any 
respect, or Roods of an'y descrip\ ion whatever blly.ood t.be \.raJu, of 
Rs. 500 frril[ht ton" or Ii I ela~~ely for any 'pprtiob ti;'er!'<i., or. 
beyond the amount of Rs. 250 for a"" one package,oJiTeJalively 
for any portIOn thereof. unless a declaratIOn Qf theo-rval'l' of 
such /Olonds has been made prU3r to shIpment, and a speclaJ wntten 
shiopmg order Or oldvlce note granted fof'"1Jame-,and unlcK the !l11I 
of Lading be Slgued for such goods, and the value'declared there." 

Proposed hy Mr. Bukshl of MOlllbolsa, seconded by Mr. 
Hasanalh Mulla Dawoodjl of Mornbasa 

RESOLUTION No. 35 
"That tillS Congress, representing tht' entIre Indlab comm:!­

oily of Blitlsh Ea~t Afnca, URauda, Zallzlb,u ,lIId Ex German 
East Afnc;! prote~smg van OilS rellglOlI:', vIews with, gra'vc! 2Ilinety, 
\1) the threatned dl'memberrnent of Turkey tfi\;ffl' ,European 
)lowers, (2, the intended tran~fererJce of the holy pldcec; of Islam 
from the tf'mporal powel of Khallfa, (3) the dlstnbutlOn of the 
TurkIsh Empire among the Allies, and trusts HIS Majesty's 
Government WIll c;ecure fulfilment of tht: pledge given by the 
HIRht Honourable Mr Llo) d George rel'(ardlllg Turkev on the 
6 j,lOuaIY, 1918. to the dreel tholt the religIOUS places hke Mecca, 
Madllld. ASia Millar and COl1stdlltlnople a~ their capltJI havmg a 
predomlllolnt Mu;\im population must rem am under TUI kish 
Sovereignly." 

RI<!>OLUl'lON No 36 

"That thiS Congress UJge~ tht" L'JC.al Guvt"rnment of the East 
Africa Plctectorate 10 r~peal the DepOltJtlO11 Olders PaS51'd under 
MJltlal Law 10 1914, 15. 16 al/.alll-t Me'sr~, E, 'V. RltLh, R B, 
Patel, Mdl.:rLhand PUrl, Til at h Ram, BallsJ!oll and all other mem­
bers 0f the Indian commuDity " 

Moved by the PreMdent. 
RESOLUTION No 37 

"Inasnhch JS the Indian coml1lumt y pa\ S .\ lal ger share of the 
MUlla,lpal t.IX<:S, owns ver} cOll~lder.\blc:: \I"~tt"d mterests and has 
a prepollderatlllR maJority III the populdtlOn of the township of 
NollTubl, thl~ Congress It quests the Guvernment of East AfTlca 
Plotectolate·to glalll to the Illdian commulllty the right to elect 
the same llumbt:r of members as that of the non offiCial European 
members on the Nalfobl MuniCipal Commlttees." 

Proposed by Mr. M. A. Desai and seconded by Mr. Mangal 
Da!s, both of Nairobi and ex-elected Indian Municipal Members. 



CQ,~I!WS IlB«H.t!/tlQNS 3. 
Resolu~o. ~S 

~o the ne~ity of formation of a per­
, 'to ~Udt tlte''Wprk of t,lle Cong,. ... 

that s.uch Com"lItt~cl shall tie appolnted, 
-Varm~ shall be i(& first General Secretary . 

. , by Mr. G B. Tadvalker of Nairobi. Seconded by 
Mr. M. A .• D~ai of NairobI. 

ResolutIOn No. 39 
"This Congress firmly resolves that this IS the opportune 

moment (Qr senaing 10 England a deputatton, without delay. of the 
IndIan repres«;ntatlves flom E.s'bt Afnca, Uganda, ZanzIbar and ex­
German Ealt Africa to represent the IndIan cause personally to 
the Right Honc.,ur~ble lhe ::iecrelanes of State for t he Colonies and 
for India, lhe public, Members of Padtament. aud the promment 
Indians ID England.'" 

Proposed by Mr. B S. Varma of NairobI. Seconded by Mr. 
Shums-udd deen of Nailobl Supported by Mr. G.B. Tadwalker of 
Nditobl. 

ResolutIOn No. 40 
., Resolved that an adequate fund be raised for the permaoent 

mamlenance of the Congress and jor eenciing an Indian Deputation 
to Eng1.t.nd to get Ihe gllevances ot the IndldD communllY in 
E1Astero Africa redressed" 

Proposed by Mr M A. Desai of Nairobi, Seconded by Mr. 
G. 8. Tadwalker of Ndlfobi. 

ResolutIOn No. 41 
.. That this Congress hereb) authorISes the Pre~ldent to send 

COpies of the Proceed lOgs to the Governments concerned and to 
~lJch newspapers, public bodll:~ .snd personages as he may deem 
fit " 

Proposed by Mr. B. S. Varma or Naltobi. Seconded by Mr. 
M. A. Desai of Nairobi, 



Indians in E. Africa 
Statement of Sir G. Barne •. 

At the meeting of the Imperial J..qlslatlve Councillm the 
19 Sep 1919 Sir George Barnes, replying to Sir DlIlshah Wil(';h .. '~ 
question regardmg Indian traders In East Africa, said: 

The attention of the Government uf India has been drawn to 
a statement wlJlch Well published III the I,ress made by the Com­
mittee of the Iudl.!n Merchants' Chamber alld Bureau reg.udmg 
East African Trade. I u~gre l to say that the statement of the 
Commlltee, I hat colour prejudice hu begun to make ihelf felt In 

East Africa, appears from the mfornldtlOn willch we lecelved 
from the vanous !>ources to be no: unioulldej. In Mar~h last, 
we received a D~putatlOn of Indians frolll E.l5l Africa, headed by 
Mr Ahbhal J c:erarnJI, and were mULh Impresssed wllh the sober 
dnd cOllvinclllg way 10 which they stated their grievances HI! 
Excellency the Viceroy <It once telegraphed a summary of their 
grievances to the Secretary of State, and urged stroll~ly thai thetr 
claims should recel\'e sympathetiC consideratIOn. The m~morial 
presented by the DeputatIOn was .ubsequently forwcI,ded 10 Ihe 
Secretary 01 State wllh a despatch 1Il which the Governm~m of 
InOla urged I hal I here was no Justification III a Crown Colony or 
Prolectorate for elsslglllng to Ullttsh Indians ~tatus tn any way 
mfeflor to that of any other class of HIS Maie~ty':> ·ubjects reSI' 
dent 10 the colony. The Government of India further urged not 
only that the more gallmg dlsablhlles of lndlalls 10 East Africa 
should be removed, but also that their claims to a share III the 
Government of the country by adequate representation on the 
Legislative Council and on local bodies should be sympathetIcally 
Lonsldered The committee's statement also refers to another 
grievance whl(.h was 1I0t mentIOned by the Deputation, namely 
t hat an attempt IS belllg made to remove I nOlan gmneries from 
the leadmg IOdustnal pi.lces like Kampala It had already been 
brought to ~he notice of the Government of India that the cotton 
policy of the U~anda Government was likely to Injure IndIan 
trade mterests. \Ve have more than once addressed the Secretary 
of State on the subject, protest 109 most strongly agalDst the 
lestflcl10nS on trade which particularly affect the Indian owned 
Klnnenes at the ports. The Hon. Member will be glad to bear 
also that a meetmg of the Cganda Chamber of Commerce, at 


