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set of children is born into a certain caste, who can have nothing
to do with, and cun never rise into another caste ; those things
in your educational system have got to be considered and thought
out. Each child must be taught by a co-religionist of its own
caste in the language which it knows. The problem, therefore,
before the Indian Government as regards education, which is, as
every speaker has admitted, closely mixed up with this question
of employment—the problem before them is, I say, a very
great one,

“Now, sir, the very idea to day of education in India is hardly
understood. Yon may travel for days—nay, for weeks—in India
and never see a white man, and may never see a railway. To
those people modern ideas have not permeated at all, and those
who to-day hold the advanced views of educated men like my
friend the last speaker can be counted in thousands among the
millions of that great country. Consequently, Mr. President,
education, modern 1deas, modern developments, are only surface
deep in India, and the Indian Government, however advanced it
may be, has the immense problem before it of trying to create
public opinion among those masses before 1t can advance. If
you were to go to them to-day with a scheme of education of the
very best kind, you could not get them to accept it because
their intellectual outlook is entirely incapable of understanding
what you are aiming at, and it would only be thought that you
were making some attack on their religion, their caste, their
tradition.

“Take, for instance, the question of mines, Mr. President. The
coal annes of Bengal are, a large number of them, shallow. They
are worked by families of workers who come from the country
around—fathers, mothers, and children. They all come in a
family party. You would think they would work underground by
day. Not a bit of it. They all go down at night, because then it
1s cool to carry on their work ; and they go down— mother and:
father, women and children, daughters and babies 1n arms. Now,
you cannot apply regulations about underground work offhand to
a condition of mining such as that.

“Under those circumstances. Mr. President, the majonty of
the commission came to the conclusion that the best thing to do
was to give the Indian Government an opportunity of putting
forward their own ideas and their own scheme with regard to this

uestion of lowering the age at which children may be employed.
o lay down offhand a rule about 12 years of age woul not be
worth the paper it was written on.

“I suggest that the practical, the sensible way, to deal with
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the matter is to ask the Indian Government to let a future
Conference of this body have its views and have its plans and
ideas. Therefore, Sir, we appended our names to the report which
has been made to you, and, therefore, I suggest to this
Conference that we cannot unravel the great problem We
cannot even indicate to Indian Goverment how to do it, but
they, of their own accord, are engaged-.in investigation with
regard to these questions. They know themselves how far they
can goin the matter of obtaiming, for instance, even fairly
accurate statistics with regard to their own factories, the extent
of which are still unknown to-day.

“In all those things the Indian Government is far better able
to tell what they can do and what they cannot do, what they
can try to do immediately and what they can try to do by
degrees.

“Under those circumstances, Mr. President, I suggest to this
Conference that the recommendation of the commission might
be accepted in regard to India, believing as I do, in their desire’
to see that the children are not worked 1n factories and that the
age is raised gradually in all countries, believing that that will be
the best course to obtain the co-operation of the Indian Govern-
ment and to obtain some real degree of advance and success,

The President Mr. Joshi of the Indian Delegation.

Mr Narayan Malhar Joshi (India): On behalf of the
workers 1n India I rise to support the amendment put before this
Conference by Miss Bondfield 1 can assure the Conference that
it 18 not a very pleasant task that I have undertaken, namely, that
of cnucsing the attitude of the Government delegates 1n this
Conference, especially of such an intermational character like
this, But 1 have to do my duty toward those people for whom
1 stand 1n this Conference, Sir, Mr. Warrington Smyth, from
Africa, has placed before you a picture of India from which you
are hikely to imagine that India is an uncivihised or, at the most a
half-civilsed country. But let me request this Conference to’
remember that India is being governed by the British Parlia-
ment and has been for over 100 years, and in some proviuces for
over 150 years. The British Parliament than which there is
no more democratic mstitution in the world, 1s responsible for
the Government of India. And can you believe, if you are told
that under the Government, for over 100 years India could not
have made any progress than that which has been pictured to
you by Mr. Warnington Smyth, :

“] am quite sure the representative of my Government, as well
.as the representatives of the British Government here, will not
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accept the statement given to you here by Mr. Warrington
Smyth in defence of the Government of India. Then, I wish also
to bring to your notice another fact, namely, that factory legisla-
tion in India 1s not quite unknown, It does not stand on the
same footing as China, Siam, or Persia. We had for many years
factory legislation which 1s being improved from period to period.
Therefore, when you consider the case of India, lay aside from
your mind the mmpression that India, first, is a country which is
depicted to you by Mr. Warnington Smyth and secondly, that
factory legislation 1s new to that country. We have factory
legislation and 1n short, I wish to describe to you what protection
is afforded to children by that factory legislation. According to
our factory act, children under g are not allowed to be employed,
but children between g9 and 14 can be employed for six hours.
My friend, Mr, Chatterjee, calls 1t a light work. Let meremind
this Conference that 1t 1s going to pass a convention of eight hours
a day for adults, and you are going to perhaps accept the state-
ment that in India the chmatic conditions are so different that
children of 9 can work for six hours, and seven hours in some
factories, and that can be considered light work,

“Now, to describe to you the present factory legislation, the
proteciton afforded by the present factory legislation, I shall
request you to consider what the amendment 1s. The amend-
ment that the age should be raised from g to 12. We do not
ask for the persent to apply the whole convention to India.
We suggest a very moderate applicatinn, We ask you to allow
the workers of India to reach the final goal slage by stage, and
we propose to you the first suggestion, namely, let us gn from
g years to 12 years

“Then we do not ask you, as you ask in the general conven.
tion, to apply this age hmit to almost all industries. We ask
you to fix this age hmit only for those industries which are
worked with factories and in which not less than 10 persons are
employed. Then we also ask you to apply this age limit to
certain well orgamsed industries, such as raillways, mnes, and
docks, where supervision by Government Inspectors 18 very
easy.

“Now let us see what are the arguments offered before this
Conference in opposition to the amenment of Miss Bondfield.

“The first and perhaps the most important is, that in India
there is nn education and the children will go on the streets if
you do not allow them to be employed. 1 admit there is great
force n this argument, but let me tell you again that the
picture laid before you by Mr. Warnington Smyth is not true
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in the least. Let me ask you, ot this Conference,  if there was
education any wher in the world before i1t was first in India ?
Do not believe, therefore, for a moment that the peaple in India
are against education. Therefore, the idea of education is not
new to India. Indians were educated, Indians wrote books on
most difficult subjects many thousand years, at least two or

three thousand years, before perhaps any other people began to
write books and think on these subjects. ™

“Therefore, the 1dea of education is not certainly so new to
Indians as depicted to you by my friend, Mr. Warringten
Smfrth. Then he said it will take time to educate public opinion
in India ; otherwise the Government cannot intraduce education,
Let me again tell you that the Government of India s not very
much influenced by public opinion 1 the country It 1s to
this present day an autocratic Government. If the Government
means to-morrow to introduce certain legislation in the country,
they can do 1t even if the whole public opimon of the country
oppose it. Therefore the argument that the Government waits
to educate public opinion holds no water at all. Let me again
tell you that Indian public opinion as expressed by the educated
Indians 1s not certainly agamnst education Let me tell you a
fact: That a Bill for compulscry education 1in India was
introduced 1n the Legmislative Council of the country some
10 years ago, and the opposition did not come from the educated

ple of the country, but the opposition came from the

overnment 1tself. [ therefore think that the argument that
people must be educated before education 1s made compulsory
need not carry any weight with you at all

“Then Mr. Chatterjee also said that it 1s difficuit to persuade
people to accept education. Let me tell this Conference that in
the same India of which this Conference has spoken there are
some parts where compulsory education has been given for several
years, and people in those Provinces have not rebelled against
their Government—I give you that assurance. Therefore, we
need not consider very much the objection that people in India
will object to compulsory education being introduced.

“Sir, there is no doubt that you cannot educate a vas:countr{
like India within one year. 1 adomt that. And therefore I as

you, what will happen within one year 1f we wait 7 What is the
use of waiting for one year when we know full well that you
cannot introduce a general system of compulsory education in a
vast country like India ? It will be of no use. If the Govern-
ment of India could not educate the people during the past
century og more, I am quite sure they will not be able to
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introduce a general system of education within one year.
Therefore, 1 think we shall not gain anything by giving them
one year's time. If we think that children of 9 and 10 and 11
should not go to factories and work there for seven hours and six
hours, let us raise the age limut.

“T can give you an additional reason. 1f we are anxious that
Indian children should be educated, then I may tell you that if
you once raise the age lhinut the opposition from at least one
section of the oppounents of education will melt away at once,
and that 1s the opposition of the capitalists, If the age hmit is
raised, 1 am quite sure the vppnsition to compulsory education in
India will melt away 1n a moment

“I now leave the argument about educaution. T have one
other argument. The second argument 1s that India has got
different climatic conditions [ adnut we have got more of the
sun and some other climatic conditions  Lut are you willing to
believe that 1n India children of o years of age are as well
developed as children of 14 years of age 1n western countries ?
Do you think that climate can make that great difference, that
children of 14 1n Eutope ? 1 need not say anything about this
argument. Only I put 1t to you whether that 1s possible,
Mr, Chae ¢ tud thatit 15 a question of pocedure, The
Governn.zat's argument 1s that they have no notice Al of you
must have received a copy of this supplement report in which
the views of the Government of India are given. [hat one fagt
will prove to you that the question was hefore the Government of
India. They copsidered the question., They sent their reviews
to this Conlference, but when the question of raising the age is to
be discussed here we are told that that report must be forgotten,
We must close our yes to that report. 1 hope this Conference
will not accept that statement.

“T admit there was not a very long notice, but there was notice
to the Government that the question of the employment of chil-
dren was to be discussed by this Conference. This was known to
the Governmeat long ago, and if they were really serious about
this question I am quite sure they would have come to certain
c¢ouclusion. Decisions, even 1n India, even in a vast country like
¥ndia, are taken by Governments on very vital matters at shorter
notice than was given by this Conference.

“Then thereis the argument that the draft convention was not
before them, but let this conference remember that we are in
considering the draft convenrion The India Government knows
that the draft convention which was to be sent to them or, which
was sent after wards, was not to be applied to India. The Govern-
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ment of India knew perfectly well that India’s case will be consit
dered specially.

“Perhaps some of you will know that the clause for the special
countries was put in the treaty at the suggestion of the Indian
representatives at the Peace Conference, and therefore the
.Government of India knew that the general convention will mot
be applied to India and India’s case will bg considared specially.

“Therefore, they certainly need not have waited for the general
convention at ail. Their duty was to consider what was best for
India and to make those proposals before the Conference, I, there
fore, hope that all of you will agree with me when [ say that the
argument that there was no notice really carries nothing in it.
There was notice to the Government of India. They had consi-
dered the question. They had sent their views to you. They
clearly said there that they are not prepared to do anything in
the matter, and then you are asked again to wait. I do not know

for that reason. My only guess s, if you will allow me to be a
prophet for a while, that they wanted to get a postponement for
one year, and 1f possible, to get further postponements.

Let me agamn repeat that the question of education 1s not goi-
ng to be solved within one year. The Government of India
knows that, but they wanted time. They still want time. Then
there is another thing.

“1Ve are asked to believe that the Government has not const-
dered this question, because they had no notice. But the
Government delegates are likely to accept certain definmite pro-
posals as regards the hours of work, Government had time to
consider such an intnicate question as the hours of work, but they
had no notice to consider the simple question of the raise in the
age of childien’s emplyment  And on top of thie, we are assured
—and 1 must accept the assurance—that no economic considera-
tions weigh with Government, and may we hope even with the
employers 1n considering the age himit of children n India,

“] therefore request this Conference not to wait for one year
more, In the first place, we will not gain anything by waiting
one year more, because the education questicn will not be solved
in one year and, secondly, the question 1s not such a hight one
as many of you are hkely to believe, If you can save the children
of 9 and 10 and 11 1n India from work for one year, 1t would be a
great bencfit to them; and I therefore strongly believe that you
will give your serious consideration to this question and will not
postpone this important matter for a year, because there will be

no benefit by rostponing it, )
] shall only speak one word more. We are told that if this
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Confereuce makes a definite suggestion for raising the age limit
for children to a definite period, the Government of India may
not accept the proposal; but I submit to this Conference that
Great Britain has played a very important part in bringing this
international labour organisation into existence, and I am quite
sure the Government of India, which 1s responsible to Great
Britain, will not treat a convention passed by the Conference with
lightheartedness. I am quite sure—and you will agree with me—
that a convention of this Conference will carry great weight with
the Indian Government; and as long as we are quite sure in our
minds that our proposal 1s a very reasonable and a modest proposal
we can also be sure that the Government of India will accept it.
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Thne average American has very queer notions about India.
Th e who know her geographical location ( and there are a good
number who do not) have wvisions of jungles, cobras, and half-
naked aborigines about whom one Mr Kipling has written so
many ‘‘dehghtful” tales. The average intelhigent and progressive
American has also, most hkely, heard some mussionaries talk of
the Heathens, their 1dol-worship and their curious customs and
manners, To these sources of knowledge about India may be
added the American Cinema, with 1ts presentatiogs of weird and
fantastic rehgious ceremontes, of nauve Princes who with
villainous 1ntent lure sweet American girls, and who are finally
defeated by the heroic American youth, This wilification of the
Indian character 1s constantly going on, Counteracting influence
1s of but recent date

From what 1s heard 1n India about the Vedanta and the
Theosophical Societies of America we are apt to exaggerate the
magnitude of the iuterest taken in Indian problems by Ame-
ricans The Theosophists at the most number 10,000 ; and as
for Vedantists, 1t may be an exaggeration to say that there are
one thousand 1n the whole of the United States. Outside of
JInese two groups, are some who take interest in the literature
and religion of India, but their nuinber would not run even to
the million mark.

This interest, scanty as it is, we owe to three of our great men
who wisited the shores of America 1n the last twenty years—
Vivekananda, the philosopher, Jagadish Chandra, the scientist,
and Rabindranath, the poet. Of these, without question, Ta-
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gore has made the greatest popular appeal. But the interest
awakened by him and the other two scholars has not been of
active help to India People have learned of the wonderful
philosophy and poetry of India, of the beautiful side of Indian
life, but they are sull ignorant of the dark side. In an ediorial
mn “ Young India,” Lajpat Rai recounting the lack of real poliucal
publicity for matters Indian 11 the Umited Sates, obseres.

“Except within the last ive years, no Hindu has ever attempt-
ed to lay the frue conditions of hfe 1n India before the outside
world  Shortly before the war a group of Young Hindus started
a kind of political propaganda among their countrymen un the
Pacific coast of the United Siates, Their cluef aim was o
educate and orgamise their own people. They had neither time
nor money to undertake general propaganda and they did not
attempt it on any scale  Sull they did now and then htt the
screen and let the American world have 4 prep into real india ”

The wrniter refers to the work of Larx Hardayal ana his re-
volutionary co-workers who later on formed the Gadr Party,
This was before Hardayal's transformetion to moderation 1See
his letter confessing conversion of faith in this volume)

In 1916, bya fortunate accident— an act of Providence aad the
foreign authorities—Lala Lajpat Rat who wasin Japan and plan
ing to return to India thougnt 1t safer 1o return to the United
States, His arrival marked the beginning of a svstematic propa-
ganda for India in the Umted States The Lala, 1a spie of
strict war regulagions, immediately began to lecture, Lo write lor
the press, and to awaken public 1nterest in India among his
friends and acquaintances. A year after he had landed in the
United States for the thud time he orgamsed the India Home
Rule League of America

History of the Indian Home Rule League of America.

On October 22, 1917, three Indians—Lala Lajoar Rai,
Keshava Deva Shastri, and Narayan S Hadiker, a young Hindu
student, met 10 Chicago, formulated the scheme for estabhshing
the Indian Home Rule League, and drew the first constitution
which reads

“Whereas, the Indian Home Rule Movement 1s beinrg pushed on
vigorously 1nIndia and England with the help and co-operation
of eminent Eughshman and English women, and

“Whereas a large number of Hindus 1 this country (U S.A.)
deeply sympathize with the movement and are amxious to further
it as much as lies 1n their power, and

“Whereas the war utterances of ‘Presidedt Wilson in favour of
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the nights of notionalities to determine their own foret of
Government have made 1t clear that the people of this country
sympathize with the efforts of subject and small nationalities to
achieve autonomy —

“Taerefore, 1t 1s desirable that an Indian Home Rule League be
formed and established 1n this couutry to iuclnde all such
Hindus and Americans as sympathize with the cause, and are
prepared to give their moral and material support to 1t”

Its objects outlined

(1) To support the Home Rule Movement in India,

(2) To co-operate with Indian pohtical organizations in India
and 1 England.

(3) To further fiiendly intercourse between India and
America.

These objects were later revised and while the substance is
the same a few explanatory words have been added which make
the meaning and purpose clearer, The present objects, as given
in the Constitvtion of the League, are .

1. To support the Home Rule movement in India by co-
operating with such political orgamzations as the Home Rule
League, the All-India Moslemn League and the Indian National
Congress, both of India and England,

2. To secure the power of self-determination for TIndia
through constitutional methods

3 To strengthen and support all democratic institutions that
aim at making the world * safe for democracy "

4. To further all kinds of friendly 1nutercourse, social, cultural,
educational and commercial, between India and America,

5. To supply authenuic nformation on the vial problems of
modern India to the American people by the publication of a
monthly magazine or by such other methods as are deemed
proper by the Council of the League.

Ten weeks after the framing of the Constitution a report was
presented by 1ts officers of its progress Though the workers
1efrained from active propaganda due (o war .onditions the
rusults that they achieved might be said to be truly remarkable,
Within this short period -

1. Headquuarters for work were established

2. Sympathy and co-operation of many influential Ameri.
cans was enlisted,

3. Two hundred members were enrolled, of which 34 were
active, paying $1o each, 3z were associates, paying $3 each, and
the rest were ordinary mempoers paying oue dollar each.
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“4. Two numbers of “Young India,” the official monthly
organ, were published and distributed. '

5. A book-shop was formed which would be a source of in-
come to the League.

6. Branches were established in Detroit, Chicago, Min-
neapolis and Berkeley, and

7. The League had a total income of about Rs 2,500 1n
memberships, subscriptions and donations The total expenditure
was Rs, 1,785,

Work done.

Lala Lajpat Ra1 was elected President and Treasurer of the
League and Zditor of “Young ludia”, Dr. | I' Sunderland, an
American missionary, was elected Vice-Preadem, D1y K D,
Shastr, orgamzing Secretary and Dr N S, Hardikei, executive
Secretary  All these officers, with the excepuion of Dr, Shastr,
who recently returned 1o India, sull remamn 1y office A counnal
of seven was formed to advise 1n matters of important polrcies
and principles

Since this work had been launched 10 a war-year mo active
propaganda was undertaken. All that the League could do was
to hold occastonal lectures, continue pubhication of “Young India”
and distribute grcolars  Among other things, two resolutions
were passsd by the Council of the League which aie wort®e of
note, T “rsL resolution, sent to President 'Wilson and Mr.
Lloyd Gearge, declared that :

“The Council of the India Home Rule League of America
places on record its entire and unquahfied repudiation of any sym.
pathy for Germany and her war aims, and 1ts hearty endorsement
of the war aims of the Umted States and the Allies, as expound-
ed by President Wilson. It pledges its loyal support to the war
efforts of the Umted States and the Alhes. The Council hopes
that in folfilment of the war aims of the Allies, Great Britain will,
after the war, concede Home Rule to India and coster to her the
status of a self-governing Dominion similar to Canada, Austraha
and South Africa,”

The other, which was read before the Theosophical Conven-
tion held at Krotona, California, in the last week of July 1918, by
a representative of the League, read:

“The Council of the India Home Rule League sends its fraternal
greatings, to the annual convention of the Theosophical Societies
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of the United States of America, now being held at Krotol'E
Angeles. It places on record its deep appreciation of the sym-

athy shown by the members of the said societies with the Home
Rule for India movement, and expresses its grateful acknowledg-
ment of the interest taken by them 1n making its objects known
to the American public,”

As soon as the war ceased and the aimistice was signed, the
India Home Rule League began active work, On the very day
of the signing of the armistice the following telegram was sent to
President Wilson:

“Membeis of the India Home Rule League of America heg to
offer respectful congratulations to the Government of the United
States on the magmficent victory wiich the United States and
the allies have won over the Teutonic Powers, They hope
that this victary of democracy over autocracy will be followed by
an immediate grant ot autonomy to India and other countries
under the rule of the Alnes”

‘lo the Secretary of States for India, at London, another was
sent which read :

“India Home Rulers (of) America respectfully offer (their)
sincere congratulations (to) Great Brtamn (and) hope that India's
claim (to a) substantial step towards Home Rule (w1ll) be favour-
ably considered,”

During the year ending October, 1919, the League accom.
plished the following work

1. It has enhisted the sympathy of 4 Jarge number of strong
American organisations and of promnent American citizens.
The League can claim the friendship of many senators, editors,
and meo active 1n public work  Among these may be mentioned:
Senators Willilam E. Borah, Wilham M. Calder, A B, Cummuns,
A. B Fall, Joseph 1, France, A. J. Gronna, W, S, Kenyon, P, S,
Knox, R M. La Follette, M McCormick, G, H, Moses, G. W,
Norns, J A. Reed, L. Y Sherman, S.P. Spencer, and others ;
Oswald G, Villard, Editor of the New Yotk “Nauon,” Norman
Thomas,Editor “The World To-morrow,” Robert M, Buck, Editor,
“The new Majority,” Charles W Ervin, Editor, “The New York
Call", among edntors; Frank P Walsh of the Irish Commission,
‘Julia Lathrop. of the Children's Bureau, Department of Labour,
Louss F. Post, Assistant Secretary ot Labour, Owen R. Lovejoy,
General Secretary, Child Welfare Association, Fredernick Howe,
former Port Commissioner of New York, Jacob H. Schiff, multi-
millionaire, and 2 host of other prominent men 1n the United
States, Their names add strength to any organisation and the
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Leagu® is to be congritulated for securing the interﬁt of so many
of America's finest men and women.

In addition to its numerous sympathizers, the India Home
Rule League succeeded in increasing its membership to over
1,000, Ot these a great majority—about 8o per cent.—are
Americans and the rest Indian students, apd business and work-
ingmen resident in the United States,

II. It has extended its activities all over the United States
through 1ts branches in :

* (4) Berkeley, Califorma (2) Chicago, Illinos, (3) Cleveland,
Ohio. (4) Columbus, Ohio, (35) Dearborn, Mich. {61 Detroit.
Mich. (7) Indianapohs, Indiana (8) Kansas City Missourn.
(g9) Louisville, Kentucky. (10} Milwankee, Wisconsin, (11)
Minneapolis, Minnesota (12) Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
(13-) Rochester, New York (14) Urbana, lihnois.

III. It has increased the sales of s book-shops, and has
improved its publication ‘Young Indis’ Nearly all the book-
publishers in New York have given their co-operation in the
execution of orders for books. Manv sales are being made to
leading American Universities and libraries of books recommend-
ed by the League In the pubhication of “Young India.” both the
size and quality have been greatly improved upon The value
of the magazine as a truth disseminator has been enthiusmiastically
attested to by many prominent Amerncans Oswald Garrison
Villard, editor of the New York “Nation,” says :—

1 find ‘Young India’ indispensable in my work We file
it regularly and frequently refer to it. It seems to us a model of
a magazine that 1s frankly propagandist.”

Senator A. J. Grouna, writes to the League.—

“The world war has left us 11 a bewildering condition and we
must face the situation calmly and with deliberation. but to one
whose sympathy 1s extended to people in the ordinary walks of
life, the question of “ Young India is one which merits the
consideration of all hberiy-loving people. If the condition of
your people could be generally known throughout the world
undoubtedly there would be a senument in favour of liberal
policies with reference to your people "

Senator Norris says:~—

~ “The magazine throws great light into the dark places of

civilization. You are domng a great work and I most earnestly
hope that success may crown your efforts.”

Many kind words have been said about “Young India," but the
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British Government in Iudia has thopght it best to probibit
the entry of the magazine into India.

IV. The League has given national publicity to conditions
in India through articles in hundreds of newspapers and magazines.
Some of the periodicals in which they appeared are :

La Follette's Meluing Pot, Justice, Gales's (Mexico), Milwankee
Leader, New Majority, The Nation, The New Republic, the
World To-motrow, the Dial, the Literary Digest, the Messenger,
the Forward, the Butte Bulletin, The New York Evening Post,
the New York Call, the International Labor News Service, the
Gaelic American, the Insh: Press, the Irish World, the Irish
Standard, etc

Many articles have also aopeared 1n foreign-language papers—
Spamsh, German, Swedish, Jewi<h, Russian and Japanese.

Then the League has pubhshed many handoills for distribu-
tion  different public meetings that are held from time to time in
New York, Chicago aud the vartous cities in which 1t has branches.
It has printed and circulated 30,000 circulars entitled “Getting
Together of Inda,” 5,000 copies of “India’s Right to Home Rule,”
5,000 copies of “India's Message 1o the working men of America,”
3,000 copies of “India’s demand for Justice,” £,000 copies of “A
letter to the Theosophis's trom Mr A, P. Warrington," 1,000
coptes of “A letter to Umtarians from Dr J. T. Sunderland,”
and a thousand copies each of the circuolars entitled, “India's
View of Democracy,” “Cuoercion 1n India” and Rebellion in
India,” “Briush Ray 1n India,” by Mr B M, Hvndman ; 5,000
coptes of “Self-determination for India” by Mr. Tilak and
“Fight for Crumbs” by Lajpat Ra.

Information Burean.

V. It has established an India mlormation burean and has
co-operated, with the recently formed orgamization of Hindu
laoorers 1n America, the “India Labour Unmion of America.”

The information nureau bas for 1ts objecis :

I. To furmsh reliable information of all kinds about India—
pohtical, educational, commercial, elc.

2z [o serve as a pubbicny and advertising medium between
India and the United States.

3. To supply teachers of Hindu Janguage and topics in
general

4. To supply lecturers on subjects relaling to India and
arrange lectures

5. To piovide a reading room furnishing all Hindu news-
papers and magazines, and a hibrary of books on India.
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To undertake Translation from and into Hinfu languages.

7. To teach Englis®%o working-men of Hindu origin in
America with a view to increase theu efficiency and to rmake
them better American citizens -

Duringits year of existence the buiean has traniated many
letters for Amencan business houses ; has openéd a class
English for Indian working-men, and a weadiog rbom tor the
public. Tt has on its shelves about 25 Indian newspapers and
magazines of Iudia, and has started a news bulletin service to
American papers, as well as one to Indian papers, It has served
as a centre for all imnfurmation about#rade, education and ndus-
try in India

In New York and vicinty there are over a hundied Indign
laborers. Many of these have been orgamzed, through the efforts
of representatives of the League, into a Labour Unmion The
Union holds regular weekly meceting-, distributes 1ts hiterature
at all pubhc gatherings, and heliws 1o distiibute circulars and
pamphlets for the India Home Rule League Recenly 350,000,
circulars entitled  “ India—a Graveyard,” and giving fac.s und
figures about Indian economics aud politics, were printed, and
most of them have been distribued, Several weeks ago the
Uwon sent a Hindu Lady, Mrs Parvaubar Athavale to Wasking-
ton to represent Indian workmg women at the ** Internai:aual
Congress of Working Women,” Mis Athavale originslly came
to this conntry to collect tunds for Professor Karve's Hindu
Women's Umversity neat Poona Her attendance at the inter-
national Congress gave het an opporturity of putting before the
Assembly the following nroposals .

1 That this Internaticnal Congress of Working Women call
upon the Government of India,

(@} To make extended provision for the geueral and indus-
trial education of Indian women

(6) To take steps for better housing of Indian women and
provide them relief at public expense, w1 their period of confine-
ment.

2 That 1t msutute a number of scholarships by which
women pioneers may be enabled to come to this country (U.S A.)
for training, education and orgamzation

3. That it protest against the shameful treatment which the
Indian women are subjected to 10 the Britsh colonies where they
are sent under the slave system of Indentured labor.

Dinner Meetings.
VI. The League orgamized four successful dinner-meetings
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n New York, in which prominent men and women i
in India discussed the present situation m Indiato apprectamta
audiences.

The first dinner was held on October 12, 1918 v the Civig
Club, and was presided over by Dr. J I Sunderland., The
attendance was about 125 There were speeches by Mr.
#H. R Mussey, Managing Editor ot % The Naton,” Mr.,B. W,
Huebsch. the publisher, Dr. K D Shastrt and Lala Lajpat
Ra

The second dinner was hgld at the Giand Hotel on Novenber
20, 1918 o celebrate the first avmversary of the India Home
Rule League. A few extracts from the glowing account by a
'cp()r'[f.'l' will give an dea*ot what the ocsasion was hike.

weerenn [t was @ Hintu Vegetanian dinner, 1 every respect a
SuCCess and which testified to the growing populanty of the
Cause of Tudia among the advauced and hberal thinkers of the
Mclrouolllau

veeeeseMr Oswald Garmisen Villard of the New York
Nahon, who, Mi Lajoat Rai declared, represented the very best
of what was demr cratic 1 Amernica, acted as toastmaster, and
struck the keyuote of the occasion when, in introducing the first
speaker, he said that ‘this was a loyal gathening held 10 uphold
vne of the principles lmd down by the President of the United
States, viz, the principle of selt-determimation  And f a principle
is a pnuciple, 1t remamed a pnnaple for all occavions  If self-
deteimination 1s applied and would include Phillipines or Ireland
or any other conntry claimng 1t justly, it should also he made to
apply to India."”

The other speakers of the evening were Rev Joha Haynes
Holmes, Mics Henretta Rodman, a pioneer 1in many civic move-
ments, the Rev Dr, J. T Sundeiland and lastly Mr, Lajpat Ras,
who was introduced as a “prophet who will one day be honored
all over the world.” The reporrer wirtes of this last speech as
being “Sometimes sweet nits sympathetic simphciuty, pulsating
as it was with passionate love for his people, and then agamn it
was a scathing ndictneent, accentuated by a keen ironmical wit,
such as tew orators of the present time possess "

The third Home Rule Dinner was held at the Central Opera
House, New York, on January 31, 1919 Honorable 188
Jeannerte Rankin of the House of Representatives came oveér
fiom Washington to preside at the function and made an excel-
ent «peech The other speakers were Rev Richard Roberts, an
Euglish minister 1n charge ot a church m Brooklyn; Mr. A P.
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Warrington of the Theosophical Society, Miss Henrletta Roban,
and Mr. Lajput Rai

Rev, Roberts expressed full svmpathy with the objects of
the Home Rule League and Mr Warrington made a fine speech
in which he gave the story of Mrs, Anme Besant's hfe-work in
India, why she has taken the cause of Home.Rule for India and
what sheis doing for it. Mr. Warrington made a forceful appeal
to the Americans to support the cause of Home Rule for India,
for India was the spiritual teacher of the world and without
political freedom she could not make her full contribution to the
progress of humanity

The fourth dinner was held at Hotel,Aberdeen on October 11,
1919, under the chairmanship of Mr. B W. Huebsch The
dining hall, which accommodates about 300, was packed with
people. Lajpat Rai told in detail of the recent Punjab tragedy
and read some of Pandit Malaviya’s yet unanswered questionsto
the Government, He gave a summary of the poltical progress
of India during 1910, the Satyagraha movement, the efforts of
the Indian leaders 10 England and the awakening of a feeling. of
bitter resentment agamnst the recent acts of the Government.
The otherspeakers of the evening were Mr. Gregory Zilboorg,
Secretary of Labour in the Kerensky Government, Russia, Mr.
Francis Hackett, Literary Editor of the New Republic, Sen
Katavama, the well-known [apanese Sociahst, and Mr, Charles
N. Wheeler of the Insh National Bureau Then there was
Spamish music and Japanese dancing —all making 1t a truly 1n-
ternational affair  Contributions amounting tc Rs, 750 were made
to help 1n the woirk of the League.

Lecturers,

VII It has held numerous lectures in various cities and has
sent its speakers to present .the case of India before various
audiences Earlyin 1919 a lecture tour was begun by a speaker
of the India Home Rule League, who in the course of his trip,
addressed thousands of people all over the East and the Middle
West. Ten States were visited Many organizations pledged
their support to the work of the League and passed resoiutions
demanding self-determination for India. India's case was present-
ed before Delegates of the Ilhnos State-labour Party Conveution
by Dr. N, S. Hardiker and a resolution demanding self-determina-
tion for Ireland and India was adopted. Much work was done at
Washington, D, C and many senators were addressed at private
gatherings and 1n meetings.
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Writing on the results of the India Home Rule Léague's
work, a friend 1n Washington sad : 3

“Of course there is just as much misinformation about India
down here as there 1s anywhere else, but, so faras my observa-
tion goes. Dr, Hardiker got everywhere a courteous reception, a
chance to tell his story, and usually some comment at the end
which showed that he had at least made an impression. When
the India Home Rule League decides to oren a real campagn.
down here on the Indian question, there are a number of men 1n
both House who can, and will, talk intelligently onthe subject,”

India was also given a prominent place in the Programmg of
the Insh Sccieties in the United States, Regular speakers are
furnished by the I.eague,and many calls have come from all over
the country for speakers who will tell the tragic story of India and
its relation to Irish History

VIII. Last, but not least, it has awakened interest in India
among the Senators and Congressmen of the United States
Government Frequent mention has been made of the case of
India by Senators McCiomick, Gronna and France, in their
speeches 1n the recent debate on the League of Nations in
tire Congress,

Through the kind efforts of several of our sympathizers in the
United States Senate, a hearing was recently granted the India
Home Rule League before the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee Mr. Dudley Field Malone, a well-known barnister, was
secured to represent India's case, and made a very excellent
speech. (See p. 14), The most 1moressive reference 10 Bntish
rule in India was made by Senator Joseph I. France on October
8th and gth, 1919. Much of the material embodied 1n his speech
was supphed to the Senator by the India Home Rule League.

The vlans, principles, policies, propaganda—all the various
phases of the hife of the India Home Rule League of America
centred around the personality of Lala Lajpat Rar He edits
“Young India,” presides over the Council meetings and guides
and 1nstructs his loyal followers in the carrying out of the
numerous activities of the League. He 13 the responsible person
who must shoulder all blame and must meet all difficulties
connected with the work for India.

During the two years of its existence the League has had tn
face many unusual, dehicate and difficult sitwations, While a
great majority of its members are naturally the most interested,
the most active and the most helpful, the sympathy of most
Americans 1s spasmodic and momentary and to keep 1t alive and
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aglivé,'it bas to be constantly goaded, whereas the Indian feel
it ¥ their cause and if they do not exert themselves for their own
sake, who will ?  But the mam difficulty with the Indian mem-
bers is that they are very individualistic and very often rebel
against the leadershiv even of men hke the Lala. With the
enthusiasm and impatience of youth and mfluenced to a certain
extent by the atmosphere of freedom of thUnited ' States, they
want India to progress polically by leaps and bounds They
begin to complain bitterly when Lalaji counsels progressive steps
in the realization of our political goal, when he urges them to
undertake &hly what 1s practicable 1 order to be of most effective
usepto their motherland and not to be led by mere theones
He wanis them to hve for India and nat act rashly and die a
martyr’s death 1in the Andamuns, Of what avail are bombs and
revolution by aimed force when the nrime necessities for the
masses In India are edocaticn, mreinal social reform and food
and clothing  Education and retorm are not brought by
revolutions, They are everywhere always matters of more or
less slow progress. Many of our young men in America have
found the fiery enticing caichwords of the revolutionists pleasing,
and to teach young India that patience, peiseverance, industry
and self-ractifice only can bring us nearer the goal, has often
proved to be a difficult task for Lalap

Financial Position,

During the first year the League was entirely supported by
donations, membership dues and subsciiptions to ‘ Young India”
from Indians and Americans, The total amount thus realized
was not very large, but 1t was sufficient to carry on a lLimited
amount of activity, as much as was possible under war-time
restrictions  The bulk of the 1eceipts were from Indians who
gave all they could from their earmngs by hard work, One of
these donors deserves special mention as an example of the
unique sacnfice of an Indian student, Mr, D C. V. Rao, who
is at present one of the most active workers in the League,
donated his entire earmings for the summer months of 1918,
which amounted to 175 dols, There have been many donations
bigger in amount but none equal to 1t m sacnifice,

Efforts to make the work of this orgamization known in India
and to appeal for funds were futile, due to the strict censorship
of mails, but somehow Mr. Thlak heard of the financial condition
of the League and he sent 5,000 dols, through an American lady,
who personally cairied the draft when she returned to the
United States from India. This amount and many voluntary
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contributions, subscriptions and donations made the exisTeRSgRSaT
the League possible up to the present.

At the present moment the League has, limited funds at il
disposal. Its editorial staff works for nothing, Most of the
other help 1s voluntary, The only paid officer is at present the
Secretary, who 1s devoting all his time to the work of the League,
and who receives a bare hving wage—just enough to let him
exist,

The forces against India’s freedom are mighty and untiring,
To combat them suvccessfully, active educaiional &ropaganda
shouid be carried on all over the world. The objects % the India
Home Rule League are very definite. As Lala Lajpat Rai ‘has
explained them :(—

¥ Qur work 1s that of education and consohdation. We are
more than ever convinced that our success will ultimately depend
upon our consohdated and united action backed by the public
opiuton of Great Britain and the United States. The main
fiela of our vperations lies at home Iti1s there that we have to
build, educate and consolidate. But that does not relieve us of
the duty of dming the same %ind of work abroad wherever our
countrymen are to be found in numbers We have the moral
backing of the world opiion for our cause. We must work to
secure that moral backing. The only possible way is to educate
and enlighten the people of the world by disseminating knowledge
of India and Indian conditions "



Speech of Senator Malone

Before the Foreign Relations 3ommttee of
the American Senate.

August 29, 1919,

My, Malone . 1 come here, Sir, to-day not as counsel in any
technical or legal sense 10 -peak for the people of India. I coms as
an American citizen ; 1 come, however, as their chosen representa-
tive. largely because 1t has been decreed, I understand, by ihis
Committee that only Amencan citizens are 10 come nere as
Tepresentatives

The Chanman That 1s 11 conformity with the Senate rales.

Mr. Malone Otherwise, 1 should ask you to hear the most
distinguished ciuzen of India 1 tius country, Mr. Lajpat Rai,
who 1s here to-day. So 1t my discussion of Indian affairs 1s
mmadequate, 1t 1s due to the fact that I have only the casual
understanding that an Amernican citizen could have of affairs
india,

However, 1 speak to-day for a people who represent one fifth
of the population of the world, who are 350,000,000 1n population,
and who have a teriitory about two-thirds the size of the United
States. And there 1s no question of political expediency or advan-
tage to Amenca, and at the present ume surely no question of
commercial advantage to America. So that the plea that I
make 1s based upon the humamtarnan purpose for which
we are supposed to have gone into the war, and the humanitarnian
purpose which 1s alleged to be the purpose of the covenant of the
League of Nations, and I do respectfully submit that if the cove-
nant i us present form is passed 1t may break the hearts of the
woild The hearts of 350,000,000 people 1n India and millions 1n
Ireland and millions 10 Egypt will be broken if 1t 15 passed 1n its
present form, and we come here with a specific request and that
specific request 1s this: that this dinstinguished Committee so
amend the League of Nauions as to make 1t obligalory on every
signatory to the covenant and to that treaty to provide democratic
institutions for the people who live under the government of any
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signatory. Ireland, Egypt, and India are very much in thysame
position with 1elation to Great Bpptain 1 these circumnstances,
yet, though as a man of Insh ongio I regret 1o say it, India b
a strategic position superior to that of lreland 1n this respect, that
England asked —and the request was gianted—that India should,
be permitted to sign the treaty , and England designated Mr.
Montagu and au lodian citizen to act as signatories for India,
Therefore ludia 1s oue of the nations whose signature 1s on the
treaty. Theretore, India 1s 10 a better position strategically than
Ireland or Egypt, who do not appear on the treaty,

Now I have no illusion about England wishing to grant any
democratic advantage to India 1o giving her this distiucrion,, T
am persuaded that Eogland merely wanted to get ove of her six
votes down on a document, and India provided one of the six. I
cannot speak for England for many reasons, but [ believe that
she wished 10 get the vote and she did not ask India to choose
her representatives to sign the document. The Government of
India 1s only the agent ot the Government of England. In the
Montagu-Chelmsford report, issued by the authoity of the British
Parhiament 1n 1919, 1t 1s specifically admitted that the Govern-
ment of India by Kuogland 15 au absolute despsiism  The chief
body which actually represeuts the people of India < the Indian
National Coungress which, ot course, under the ciicumstaunces, is
unofficial [t met, however, very completely and very fully but
unofficially lagt D=cember afier England had appointed two repre-
sentanves, and passed the tollowing resolution (reading):—

“That this Congress urges that 1n justice to India 1t should be
represented by an clected reuresentalive ur jepresentatives,
to the same extent as the Self-govermng Dommons at any
conferences that may be held to deliberate or settle the terms of
peace or.reconstruction ' .

Pursuant to that resolution, the Congress appoited three
men lo represent the pceople of India at the Peace Conference.
One of them applied tor passports, and Eugland refused the
passport. [hen this rleresentative of the three delegates,
appownted of the Nauional Congress for Intha gad the Iudian
people, wrote to the President of the Peace Conference, M.
Clemenceau, which letter, it may be said m passing, received no
-reply. In that letter he had a paragraph that I think 1s cryptical-
ty significant of the whole situvat'on. He says .— )

“It » unnecessary for me to dwell upon the imperative import-
ance of solving the Indian question for the purpose of insyripg
the future peace of the world and the progress of the people of
India. India 1s self contained, harbours no design upon the
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®ufegrity of other States, audg bas no ambitiop optside Indja.
With h# ypep area, enormous fesources, and pradigious pepula-
-tion, gh; wall aspire;to be a leading Power 1n Asia, if not.an the
world." $he ‘coyld, therefore, easily be a powerful steward of the
League of Nations in the East for maintainming the peace.of the
world and the stability of the Empire agamst all aggressors and
disturbers of the peace whether 1n As.a or slsewhere,”

And if there be anything to the suggestion of a ‘‘yellow pen
at any time, a happy, contented self-goyernmg India, an India
that has proved her worth to civilisation 1n the present war,
wopld have a stabilising influence 1if she had ber institutions
selt-chosen.

‘But with India politically enchained, it 1s impossibie for her to
occupy her proper place among the nations of the world or to
develop and realise her potenualities, so as to be able to render
decisive assistance to the League ot Nationsin forcing the supreme
ubject of its creation, viz, the peace of the world

Gentlemen, India will be etther stable, contented, and happy
and a bulwark agamst any pussible yellow penl—if there be such
a thing, which T doubt very gravely—she will either be ihat or
else continue discontented, with growing poverty, with growing
suffering,  Siy mulhion Indians died 1n the tast three months of
1918 from devitalisation and from Influenza because of the exp'otta-
tien of India by England, not for India but fosgEungland. the
drawmg of resources out of India making 1t impossible for her to
maintain an adequate food supply

We face the world to-day with two alternatives, either a stable,
happy, nation, a bulwark against any menace, or a discontented
India, the baus of future exploitation And then there will be
turned upon a region* God knows how many wars that she may
have, beciuse I remember in one of the liturgical hymns about
India. there 1s a description of war, which, when translated literally,
means a desire for cattle The coinage of India at that early time
was cattle, and the native population v lietally 1n describing
war gave the definition of war as a desire for cattle.

Now, 1f there should be a desire in the minds of the growing
nations of the world to use India as a ground of exploitation,
India discontented, unstable, unhappy, and unfree, will provide a
fine field for future trouble.

Now, gentlemen, 1t has been said publicly and privately that
the question of India 1s a domestic question for England to decide.
No question, gentlemen, to my mund, of my nattonality, of any

l"ﬂ
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people, whether t be 1,009,000 Or 350,000,608 Aait" Pé
domestic question, if the whole world is cillem Wy
‘s “common ' counicil to decide upon it, and it has the’ gy
‘whicth will make the libérty of mankind not'a domes
Intéinational question.

Bu( in the second place, specifically the case of Indla cannot be
a domestic question since England has made India a signatoty to
the treaty. Therefore, the Government must coosider their
situatibn.” Now, either she is to be an honest-to-God signatory
to the treaty or she is not, If she is, what is her position? Why

tlemen, hgt' position is as good asmy country under a mandatgry,

do’ not know just exactly what @ mandatory 1s, I have not been
ahle to find out, bdt 1t is supposed to bp some kind of a trustee-
shir, a guardianship, for other people until they are able to
stand on their own feet and govern themselves. But if India is a
territory—is to be looked upon as a territory, not a mandatory,
because she can never speak under present conditions except
through England—if she had a dispute with Canada she could not
appear and appeal to the machinery of the League in its present
form, because she could speak only through England. She is
merged in England, She could not speak except through
England. So if she had a dispute with Canada, England could if
‘she wished have her appeal before the council under the present
machnery, t India herself could not do 1it. So she 1s neither
fish nor fowl in the present circumstances. She was signed to
that treaty for English, not for Indian purposes.

But we wish to take advantage of the strategic position which

England has given her to clam the rights of an honest-to-God
nation that has signed the treaty, and 1t does seem no extraordi-
nary thing in America after the war that we should ask that
every nation signed to the treaty wilh the altruistic parposes
which those nations claimed to have should free every people
serving, living and try'ﬂg to hve under their own govern-
ment.
1 am not here in any anti-British spirit ; [ surely am not. Mr.
Chairman, 1 am not here making any argument against the
English people I am making arguments against the present
Government of England over 350,000,000 people.

I should like to point out in conclusion what India did during
the war, India gave 1,475,000 men to the war. She contributed
dollers 1,000,000,000 1IN money, more thah any other Dominion
of England. Besides untold quantities of stores and provisions,
she suffered war losses of 100,000 men, The vitality of the people
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was 50 low, as I said, that during the last thred months of 1918
she lost 6,000,000 people,

The average income of an Indian citizen is Dollers 10, and
his taxes are 160, There is not much opportumty for accumu-
lating weaith in India under these conditions, with an income of
Dollers 10 and taxes of Dollers 1-60, virtually 20 per cent.

That the British Government is not-prepared ta apply the
principle of self-determmation to India is proved by recent
events. The system which England has already spoken of as the
system of democracy which she proposes for India is not even a
fiscal autonomy for India It 1s not even a provincial autonomy
for India. And while the forms are highly aitrustic, the subst-
ance 1s very practical and leaves India just exactly where she is.

The people of India ask that having served in this war subs-
tantially, having suffered death on the battlefield and death at
home, and having believed that the purpose of the Allies was
democracy, we shall stand in the International Court of Equity
all of us with clean hands and that we of Americe who meant
what we said shall see that England stands also there with clean
hands. And the speaific request that we make of this honourable
Committee 15 that there be such a change in the covenanr as will
make 1t specifically imperative on every signatory to the document
that all people under each signatory shall be provided with
democratic mnstitutions, *

I beg to read a resolution which Mr. Rai has handed me, and
which I omitted, passed by the Indian National Congress in
December last -—

“In view of the pronouncement of President Wilson, Mr.
Lloyd George and other Brnitish statesmen, that to ensure the
futwie peace of the world the principle of self-determmnation
13 to be applied to all progressive natious be it resolved that this
Congress claims the recognition of India by the British Parlia-
ment and by the Peace Conference as one of the progressive
nations to whom the prinaple of self-determination should be
applied.”

There can be no justification whatever for withholding the
application of this principle to India. The plea of unfitness
usually advanced by ignorant people or vested interests 1s
untenable and untrue The aviisation of India 1s admittedly
much more ancient and venerable {han that of Rome or Athens.
Briush statesmen themselves have often declared that India was
civihsed centunies before the modern nations of Europe emerged
from barbarism Indian society has been held together for
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‘thousands of yesrs without foreign aid or intm;iw,
order and good Government existed in India for h of
years and its anpals compare favourably with any period of
European history. Even democratic forms of Government
:flourished in various parts of India centunes before Alexander
the great invaded Hindustan. All educated Indians passionately
protested against the imputation of unfitness as a calumnions
hbel upon their capacity for self-government on democratic
pnnaples. 1 am thoroughly convinced that the pressing
problems of the poverty of India, physical degeneration,industrial
regeneration, econgmic development, technical and primary
=ducation and delicate questions of caste and custom can never
be solved by men exclusively wedded to '"Western civilisation but
can be successfully surmounted by Indians alone. I submit
Furopeans are disqualified for the task : Indians alone are fit for it.

Gentlemen, you know what 1s said : There are so many
accusatigns that India is not fit for self-government. Indiais
not, under those circumstances, fit for self-government such as the
Eoghsh or Western civilisation would impose upon her. But
India is fir for self-government, for goverming her own 1nstitutions,
her own people speaking through England, if you will, an England
which would recognise the culture, the conditions, and the diver-
sity of institutions of India, The only barrier to self-determina-
ition, Mr. Chairman, in India is the continued rule such as India
‘has been given. The fact that men speak different languages 1s no
batrier to self-determination of India through self-chosen institu-
tions. That does not prevent their coming together in a country,
m a desire for political freedom The wonderful work that has
‘been done in the Philippine Islands 1y 2o years by the United
States in prepanng that people substantially for self government
makes the present treatment of the people of India, with their
‘thousands of years of culture and art and character, untenable.

And gentlemen, I submit that this is not a fiction—this argu-
‘ment. You deal with a concrete situation, You are now at a
criical time, and may 1 say, Mr. Chairman, that I am at least
one American who sees no reason whatsoever why a piece of
-machinery hke the League of Naticns, which it 1s hoped by its
chief advocate will provide the machinery for the peace and the
liberty and comfort of millions of mankind for centuries, should
be rushed through without a complete discussion by the people
of every nation ; surely not by this country, who asked to do our
share toward the completion of that covenant without regard to
any pohtical consideration.
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We should see that this document and every provision in 1t is
thoroughly discussed, completely opposed and argued for. A
year or two years spent on the discussion of a piece of machimery
which is supposed to guide mankind for centuries would not be
long, and we can pause and think it over and stop to consider
the meaning of it. I have asked to-day merely the consideration
of this Committee—and you have Be€en very generous in your
time, sir—to the one problem of India, Wil! there be an India
content and free under democratic institutions, which shall be
demanded and required by our nation, or will it be an India opén
for future exploitation, for wars, and, for graveyards for her sons?

1 wish to leave briefs for all members of the Committee,



The Memorandum

The following is the Text of the Memorandum submitted
by Mr. Malone, Senator, U 8 A, to the Foreign Relationa
Committee, U. 8 A., Senate, on behalf of India.

To
The Honr'ble Members of the
Foreign Relations Comnuttee, U'. S. Senate, America.

Sirs,— U nder instructions from representative Hindu organisa-
tions 1u this country having a membership of Hindus and Ame.
wicans, [ have the honour to submt the following brief for the
“favourable considerat'on of your Hon Committee in connection
with the ratification of the Peace Treaty now pending before

ou,

Y India s a dependency of the Bntish Empire, Its Government
us by a statute of the Briish Parhament vested m the Secretary
of State for India at Whatehall, London, as one of the man
Jepartments of the British admimstration  The civil and mili-
tary Government of India 1s delegated to a Governor General
in Council, appomted and nominated by the said Secretary of
State without any reference tothe people of Tndia. The Secre-
tary of State 1s the final authority 1 all matters, executive,
administrative, and legislative, and even judicial, in so far as he
or the Governor General of India under him appoints all the
pressding officers of the courts of justice in India. The
Legislative function of the Government of India 1s vested in a
Legislative Council of sixty members, the majority of whom
are servants of the Crown, appointed by the retary of
State or the Government of India. Thus no legislation can
be mntroduced or finally carnied 1n that assembly which 1s not
approved or accepted by the Secretary of State. The Govern-
ment of India 1s only the agent of the Home Government,
That the Government of India 1s an ‘““absolute” despotism
has been admitted in the Montagu-Chelmsford Report issued
bydthe authonty of the British Parhament in 1518 (see Articles 7
and 34).

By)virtue of her services during the \War the Peace Con-
ference at Pans accepted India as a ‘‘belligerent power with
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particular interest entitied to be separately represented by
“two delegates in addition to the representation of the British.
Gdvernment by the Panel system.” But the Government of
India does naet represent the people of that country, not being
elected by them nor being appointed by their consent, owing’
no réspbusibility to them. India wasat the Peace Conference:
18, by two nominees of the British Government. Thus’
India’s representation at the Peace Conference was ot a re-
prédentation of the Indian Nation through properly electdd
ministers or répresentatives. Cbnsequently the Indmn Natiomal
Congress, the unofficial Parliament of India, in its session held at
Delhi in December last, passed the following resolution ;

“‘That this Congress urges that in justice to India it should
be represented by an elected representative or representatives
to. the same extent as the self-Governing Dominions, at any
Conferences that may be held 10 deliberate or settle the terms
of peace or reconstruction, ' In view of the shortness of time
aad in aticipation of the request being acceded to by His Majesty's
Government this Congress elects as its representatives Lok Bal
?lﬂat.lhar Tilak, Mr. M. K. Gandhi, and Mr. Sayed Hasan

mam, "

In pursuance of this resolution Mr. Bal Gangadhar Tilak, one
of the, representatives appointed by the said Congress, applied for
permission to attend the Peace Conference. But he was refused-
passports. Cosequently under rule 11 of the regn'ations promulga;-.
ed by the Peace Conference he submitied & written representation
to. the President of the Peace Conference to be laid before the
Conference for favourable consideration. Paragraphs 3, 4 and
of the.said representation run as below.

It is necessary for me to dwell upon the imperatrve importance:

of solving the Indian question for the purpose of emsnring the

Peace of the World and the *progress of the People of India:

Irndix is seif-contained, harbours no design upon' the integrity of

dther Stares, and has o ambition outside India. With her vast

area, enormous resources and prodigiaus population she may

well aspire t0- be a leading Power in Asia if got imnthe World..
Shé pouldthérefore wasily be a powerful steward of the League
of Nations in the East for: maintaining the peace of the world and
the stability ‘of the British FEmpire against all aggressery and'
disturbers of the peace: whether iy Asia or elsewhers. But with
India politically enchained it 1s 1mapossible for her to eccupy her
prapat placeamvcng the Nations of the - world, or to develop snd
realise - her', potentialitiés, 3o 'as to be sble to render decinive ae~
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sistance to the League of Nations in enforcing the supremeebject
of its creation, viz the Peace of the World. Apart from this con-
sideration India herself may become an apple of discord ameng
the Great Powers of Europe, and there is every reason to
anticipate that, In futurs, Europe will have keen competitors in
Asia and in America, if not for the conquest of India, at leait for
the produce of India, occasioning jealousies and rivalries culminat-
ing in wars. This will happen so long as India has uo power to
determine hér internal and commercial policy without interfarence
from Whitehall—an interference which is viewed with suspicion
in India, in Europe aud in Asia. From the point of view of the
peace of Asia, and from the point of view of the peace of
the world, it is, therefore, absolutely necessary that India
should be self-governed internally, and be made the bulwark of
liberty in the East. There can be no doubt that such an objective
15 worthy -of the highest and noblest statesmanship, accords with
the priaciple of right and jastice, and harmonises with the declar-
ed aspirations of the people of India’

Internally there can be no contentment or peace amongst a
fifth of the propulation of the globe unless the people are free to
carve out thew own destiny.

After this world-wide War for liberation of mankind from the
menacing dosmenation of Germany, and the dawn of a New Qrder,
it is superfinous for me to urge that no civilised nation should he
governed by any other nation without its conssnt, upony theeries
of trusteeship propounded ostensibly for the henefit of the ward,
India therefore demands as Ker birth.right the application of the
principte of Seif:Determination, or the purpose of em
het people to tackle and solve the complex problems of India ac-
conding to thegénious of her people. The task is beyond the
‘capecity of aliens. However talented and benevolent tMey imay
be, Governors. saturated with ideals of Western avitiration, with-
out real amd genuine sympathy with. Indian civihsation, are unfit
for, and should not undertake the guidance and destiny of the
gteat ladwan peaple. The lodian National Congress and the
‘Al-India Muoslim League, two political institutions recognised
Yhooughour Iadia ‘as' the most representative spokesmen of
British fndia, have preferred this 'demand in the foliowing resolu-
tion passed 9t Dicdhi-in Decemborlast 24— ©
' “In view of the pronoancement of President Wilson, Mr. Lioyd
Goorge and eyiferiBitish statesssen that t6'ensure the future peace
of the world .the principle of Self-Deéterminarion be ied to
alt progremire vations, bs it resofved that this Congress claims, the
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recogtition of Indim by the British Parhament and by the Peace
Conterence as oue of the progressive Nations to whom the prin-
ciple of Self-Determination should be applied.”

There can be no justification whatever for withholding the
application of this principle to India. The plea of unfitness,
usvally advaoced by lrmradt péople or vested interests, is unten-
able and untrme’ The civilisation of India is adruttedlv much
more ancient and venerable than that of Rome or Athens.
British statesmen themselves have often declared that India was
civilised centuries befpre the modern nations of Europe emerged
from barbarism . Indian society has been held together for thou-
sands of years without foreign aid orintervention, Peace, order
and good Government existed 1n India for bundreds cf years, and
its annals compare favourably with any period of European history.
‘Even democratic forms of Government flourished in vanous parts
of India centuries befote Alexander the Great invaded. Hmdus-
tan, All educated Indiaus passionately protest agamst the 1m-
putation of unfitness as a calummous hbel upon their capauty
for Sel-Government on democratic principles I am throughly
convinced that the pressing problems of the poverty of India
‘physical degeneration, industrial regeneration, economic d evelop
ment, technical and primary education, and delicate questions o
of caste and custom cannever be solved by men excluwively
-wedded to Western civilisation, but can be successfully surmount-
ed by Indians alone I submit Europeans are disqualified for the
task ; Indians alone are fit for it,

India and the League of Nations.

The Cuvenant of the League of Nations has been signed for
India by the Rt. Hon. Mi. Montagu and H H the Mahaiaja of
Bikaner, neither of whom deiived any authonty from the people
of India, who have never been consulied about the constitution
of the League of Nations, Any decision therefore arrived at by
the League of Nations will not be binding on the Indian
Nation,

The people of India refuse to attach any weight to a League
of Nations which does not provide for the apphication of the
prnciple of Self-Determination to the nations that are held in
subjection by the signatories of the Covenant. The Covenant of
the League of Nations as at present settled makes no provision
for requinng its signatories to apply that principle to their own
dependencies. The British Government has refused-to apply
that principle to India, now or hereafter, by the announcemeat ‘of
their policy made on August 20, 1917. They still adhere to that
policy. 'l‘i{at announcement 1s directly opposed to the principal



object of the War, .and to themain porpose of the League of
Nations. The announcament runs as follows:

The policy of His Majesty’s Govérnment with which the
Government of India‘are in complete accord, is that of the increa:
sing association of Indians in every branch of the administration
and the gradual development of seif-govefiling institutions \'wﬁh
a view to the progressive realisation of Responﬂ‘ble Government
m India as,an integral part of the British Empire. They have
decided that substantial steps in this direction should be taken as
soon as possible, and that 1t 1s of the highest impotance as a pre-
liminary to considening what these steps should be that there
should be a fiee and informal exchange of opimon bejween those
in authonty at home and in India  His Majesty's Goverument
have accordingly decided, with His Majesty’s approval, that I
should accept the Viceroy's invitation to proceed 1o India to
discuss these matters with the Viceroy and the Government of
India, to consider with the Viceroy the wiews of local (3overn-
ments, and to receive him with the suggestions of representative
bodies and others "

“I would add that progress in this policy can only be achieved
by successive stages. The British Government and the Govem-
sent of India on whom the responsibility hes for the wellare and
advancement of the Indian people, must be judges of the lime
and measure of each advance, and they must be guided by the
«o-operation recetved trom those upon whom new oppoitumities
of service will thus be conferred and by the extent to which 1t 1s
tound that confidence can be reposed in their sense of
responstbihity.”

“Ample opportumty will be afforded for pubhc discusston
of the proposals which will be submitted in due course to
Parhament.”

The Indian National Congress and the All-India Mushm
League have protested agamnst the language of this announce-
ment tn the face of which the inclusion of Indian as a number
of the League of Nations can be of no henefit 10 her or the woild.
The Government of India has been so far admimistered n the
interest of the British Empire 1o the neglect of purely lndian
mterests, and the Constiution of the League of Nations provides
no gurantee that 1t would be otherwise in the future, Ounly
recently J. Austin Chamberlain admitted that in the past she had
heen a drawer of water and a hewer of wood for the rest of the
Empire. Consequently, it is respectfully urged for the con-
sideration of your Hon. Committee that the Covenaunt of
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the League of Nations be so amended as to make it obligatory
upon all its signatories to immediately recognise the right of
India and other dependencies of the British Empire like Ireland
and Egypt to determine their own form of Government.

The Constitution of the League as settled in the Peace
Tredty leaves several important matters yjtal to the peace of
the world unprovided for. It makes no provision for the
settiement of disputes between the people of India and the
people of Great Britain. The Government of Great Britain and
the Government of India being identical there can never
logically be any dispute between India and Great Britain which
could be referred to the League of Nations or to the Inter-
national Court of Justice comtemplated by the Covemant of
the League of Nations. The people of India are no part ot
this League and the Government of India 18 only anagent
of the Goverhment of Great Britain. Thus India, although
a member of the League of Nations, is practically mn a worse
position than the territories to be administered by the mandatories
of the League. While the people of the latter can legitimately
complain to the League of Nations for the redress of their
w s, for the change of the mandatory, or for the recogmtion
ﬁmr independence, India can never do so against any
hotion of Great Britain in India or relating to India. Thus
while theoretically India 1s politically independent in the
feaning of - article 10, virtoally her position 15 worse: thaa that.
of the countries te be administered by the madatoties,

What then, is the' meaning of ‘the expression “ existing
political independence” 1 Article 10 m relation to India?
Suppose there is'a dispute between India and Canada. How
¢ant that dispate be bronght before the League of Nations, when
bothindia and Canada are under Great Britain? Iodia, being
governdd by (Great Britain, cao never place any of inrdin
before the Leagne of Nations independently. of Great Britaing
India'sexistieg political status is nil. But her aclusion as
an original . member: of the League of Natrons entities ker. to
clairn thut the gquestion of er political status is not » dewestip
questibn of Great Brirzin but one between  her opd Greny
Britain,, India‘ is thus entitled ito poimt out te the ather
signatories: of the Lesgpe of Natioms that she conmot perform
‘heriduaties as = of.the Leagye. nor accept any obligations;
asisach, withoutthe: League helping her o an independem
pofitrcal: ) existence. , Viewed in. this hght the question can
very fitly ‘be considered by yonr Commmttee. India, being
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an original member of the League, cannot be considered to be a
territory under the control of Great Britain, withun the meaning
of clause B. Art 23.

India made very substantial contribution to the success
of the War. She sent 1,437,000 men, coutributed abour a
billion dollars in money, besides untold quantities of stores,
provisions and equipment, so far that she was bled white to her
own loss, Even in normal conditions about a half of the Indian-
people (i.e. 1c0 million) are mnsufficiently fed, not getting “a
full meal a day”, vide Lord Sinha's statement made to the
Overseas Press in 1018. But on account of the War drain
their sufferings were terribly multiphed. The vitahity of the
teople was so low that during the concluding months of the
Var she lost 6 millions from influenza alone, while her war
casualties amounted to 100,000 Many Hindus enlisted in the
" 8, Army aod fought to free other nations in Europe. They
respectfully urge upon your Hon. Committee that their own
country be allowed the privilege of Self-Determnation.

Cousidering the average annual income of an Indian (§10)
India is a very poor country. Her poverty has mcreased
considerably by reason of her economic exploitation by the
British Nation. She nct only suffers from taxation wit
representation, but also from the burden of a huge mluary
armv which is being mamntained mainly for Imperial purposedy
In 1884 India’s miitary expenditure was omly 7 million dollars;
M 1014-15 it was over 125 million dollars, 1918-19 it was 142
miltlion dollars and for 1919-20 1t has been fixed at 206
million dollars, which is 40 per cent of her total revenues,
while the Government expenditure on education has never
exceeded more than 20 million dollars. The industrial
backwardness of India has been testified to in mournful language,
both by the Mantagu-Cheimsford report and the report of the
Industrial Commission only recently issued.

That the British Government 1s not prepared to apply the
principle of Sel{- Determmnation to India is also proved by recent
everms, Since the armustice fresh coercion laws have been
-~enacted in spite of the unanunons protests of the Nation, aud
when thie people organised a Natwn-wide strike tn conoecrion
therewith they ‘wers put down by the milicary using maching
guns and throwing banths from aeroplsnes, resuiting 14 the
deact of randreds, and wajury to a still larger oumber., Martial
Law was procliimed, which bhas sentenced, up 1o june 20, 73
persons to death, 147 ¢o transportation for hfe and 204 to
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rigorous umprisonment. Most of these are prominent men
of the Punjab which province contributed the largest number
of soldiers. A number of citizens were flogged in the sireets.
Many papers have been suppressed and the security deposits on
many others have been forteited.

America joied the War in order to destory Imperiahism
and militarisin, and to establish Democracy all over the world
The main object of the League of Natious is the same, because
peace cannot be established without it  Under the circumstances
the people of India respectfully point out that not only the
present constitution of the l.eague fails to secure that object,
but on the other hand 1t practically gurantees the perpetuation
of Imperiaism and despousm which America's participation
the War was tended to destory and the restmation of
wwhich the League of Nations 1s intended to prevent,

Dudley Field Malone

On Behalf of the People of India.
August 29, 19149.
New York City,



Mr. Tilak’s Representation

TO THE
Peace Conference.

BAL GANGADHAR TILAK,
ELecTED REPRESENTATIVE OF BRITISH INDIA,
10 Howley Place, Maida Vale, London, W. 2.

Monsirur GEORGES CLEMENCEAU,
SENATOR, PRESIDENT oF THE Pwack CoONFERENCE,
Paris,

Lonpon, Marck rr, 1019

From,

To.

SIR,

Under the Rule XI of the regulations promulgated by the
Peace Conference and by wvirtue of the resolutions of the Indian
National Congress quoted below, I have the honour to request
that you will be pleased to place Lhis representation before the
Conference for favourable consigeration

2. 1 beg toassure you that all India has heard with unmixed
gladness that “the Conference assembled to fix the conditions of
Peace” includes India as a “belligerent Power with particulas
interest” entitled .0 be separately represented by two delegates
in addition to ‘‘the representation of the British Empire by the
panel system,” But, unfortunately, under the exisling autocratic
system of Government, British India cannot be represented by a
Minister responsible to the people. India may be politically
divided into two parts: one composed of British India and the
other of the Native States His Highness the Maharaja of
Bikamir has been selected and nominated by the Government
of India to represent the Nauive States, and S. P. Sinha (now
Lord Sinha of Raipur) has been selected and nominated by the
Government of India to represent British India ; but this has
been done without consulting the people of [ndia, or obtaining
their approbation. On this point the consensus of Indian opinion
was faithfully expressed by the President of the Indian National
Congresss held at Delh1 in December last, when he declared that
‘it will remain a matter of regret that British India will not be
represented at this great Conference by a person appointed by
the Government on the recommendation of the elected represen-
tives of the people.”
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[Here follows the Congress resolution.]

Upon the decision of the Peace Conference to concede separate
representation to India, I addressed a letter to the Prime Minister
of England, suggesting the formation of a penal of twelve persons
elected by representative institutions in India to give effect to the
decision of the Allied Powers and the wishes of the people of
Indii. But the Secretary of State for India replied “that he is
unable to support the request.” In view of the great conflict of
opinion between the Government and the people regarding the
constitutional reforms proposed by Government and. those
demanded by the people, this refusal is very regrettable, Under
the circumstances, I feel constrained to avail myszif of the oppor-
tunity afforded by Rule XI to submit these observations for the
consideration of the Conference. It s impossible to discuss the
arguments in support of the people's demand 1n a brief letter ;
but I am ready and willing to appear before any persoa or com-
mittee to substantiate the reasonableness of the demands, or to
furnish any information or explanation that may be required,
provided passports are granted to me. As a matter of fact, I
applied for a passport before the Indian National Congress resolu-
tion reached me, for the purpose of attending the proceedings
of the Conference in the capacity of a Journalist: but the
British Government decided against me, upon the graturtous
assumption that “‘my wish to secure admission to the Conference
as a visitor and spectator cannot be attained

Importance of 8olution.

3. It is unnecessary for me to dwell upon the imperative
importance of solving the Indian questions for the purpose of
ensuring the future Peace of the World and the progress of the
people of Ind:a. India is self-contained, harbours no design upon
the intergrity of other States, and has no ambition outside India.
With her vast area, enormous resources, and prodigious popula-
tion she may well aspue to be a leading Power 1n Asiaif not n
the World. She could therefore easily be a powerful steward of
the League of Nations 1n the East for maintaining the peace of
the world and the stabihity of the British Empire against all

gressors and disturbers of the peace whether in Asia or else-
where. But with India politically enchained, it 1s 1mpossible
for her to occupy her prop r place among the Nations of the
world, or to develop and realise her potentialities, so as to be able
to render decisive assistance to the League of Nations 1n enfore-
it'}g the supreme object of its creation, p:z., the Peace of the

orld.  Apart from this consideration. India herself may
become an apple of discord among the Great Powers of Europe,
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and there is evéry reason to anticipate that, in future, Eu
will have keen competitors in Asia and in America, if not for
the conquest of India, atleast for the produce of India, occasion-
ing jealousies and rivalries culminating in wars. This will happén
so long as India has no power to determine her internal and
commercial policy without that interference from Whitehall—an
interference which is viewed with suspicion in India, in Evrope
and in Asta, From the point of view of the peace of Asia, and
from the point of view of the peace of the world, 1t is, therefore,
absolutely necessary that India should be self governed internally,
and be made the bulwark of hberty in the East. There can be
no doubt that such an objective 18 worthy of the highest and
noblest statesmanship, accords with the principle of right
and justice, and harmonises with the declared aspirations of the
people of India.

4. Internally there can be no contentment or peace amongst
a fifth of the population of the globe unless the people are free
to carve out their own destiny in the same way as Canada,
Austraha and other British Domnions, while remaining a member
of the family of free-nations in the British Commonwealth,
Indeed, there can be no real progress without liberty, All
capacity for initiative 1s paralysed, Self-confidence is under-
mined. In countless invisible ways subjection demoralises
nations and retards both their moral and material progress.

After this world wide-war for liberation of mankind from the .
menacing domination of Germany, and the dawn of a New
Order, 1t 13 superfluous for me to urge that no civilised nation
should be governed by any other nation without its consent, upon
theories of trusteeship propounded ostensibly for the benefit of the
ward, India therefore demands as her birth-right the application
of the principle of Self-Determination for the purpose of empower-
ing her people to tackle and solve the complex problems of India
according to the gemwus of her people. The task is beyond the
capacity of aliens. However talented and benevolent they may
be, Governors, saturated with ideals of Western civilisation,
without real and genuine sympathy with Indian civilisation, are
unfit for, and should not undertake, the guidance and destiny of
the great Indian people. The Indian National Congress and the
A“-?ﬂdla Muosim League, two political institutions recognised
throoghout India as the most representative spokesmen of British
India, have preferred this demand in the following resolution
passed at Delhi in December last:

*In view of the pronouncement of President Wilson, Mr.
Lloyd George and other British statesmen, that to ensure the
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future peace of the world the principle of Self-Determination be
applied to all progressive nations, be 1t resolved that this Congress
«<laims the recognition of India by the British Parliament and by
the Peace Conference as one of the progressive Nations to whom
the principle of Self Determination should be applied.”

5. There can be no justification whatever for withholding
the application of this principle to India:. The plea of unfitness,
usually advanced by ignorant people or vested interests, is
untenable and untrue. The civilisation of India1s admittedly
much more ancient and venerable than that of Rome or
Athens. British statesmen themselves have often declared
that India was civilised centuries before the modern nations of
Europe emerged from barbarism. Indian society has been held
together for thousands of years wirthout foreign aid or interven-
tjon. Peace, order,and good government existed in India for
hundreds of years, and its annals compare favourably with any
period of European history. Even domocratic form of Govern-
ment flourished 1n vanous parts of India centuries before Alex-
ander the Great invaded Hindustan., Alleducated Indians passion-
ately protest against the imputation of unfitness as a calumnious
libel upon their capacity for Self-Government on democratic
prinaiples. I am throughly convinced that the pressing problems
of the poverty of India, physical degeneration,industnal regenera-
tion, econcmic development, technical and primary education, and
delicate questions of caste andcustom, can never be solved by men
exclusively wedded to Western civilisation, but can be successfully
surmounted by Indians alone. I submut Europeans are disqualifi-
ed for the task, Indians alone are fit for it. The fitness of
Indians 1s asserted by the Indian National Congress, and 1s
recognised by the British Labour Party

[ Here are quoted the respective resolutions,]

6. It must be admitted that opinion 1s not unanimous in
india regarding the whole of the reforms proposed, Unanimity
in detail 1s unattainable 1n a population of 250 millions 1n British
India. During the brief occupation of Belgium by the Germauns
a few were found even there who were not ashamed to proclaim
that they were content with German Government, Conflict of
views, therefore, 1s mnevitable in India. Nevertheless such diver-
gence of views as manifests itself 1s not due to any doubt of the
capacity of Indians for full Self-Government, but rather to the
various degrees of desire to proceed on thelines of least resistance,
or anxiety toenlist official sympathy and disarm official antagonism,
arising from the natural reluctance of the bureaucracy to part
with power or facilitate the democratisation of the Government of
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India, The capacity of Indians to adjust their differences is
demonstrated by the Concordat between the Hindus and the
Muhamadans announced in 1916 at Lucknow and alluded to in
the Montagu-Chelmsford Report (Report, para, 27) Once the
principle of Self-Determination 1s conceded, all conflict of opinion
will vanish, and the people would formulate a scheme acceptable
even to those who profess to differ at present As matters stand,
in spite of the offiical attitude, an overwhelming majonity of the
people are united n their demands—the dissentients being numeri-
cally neghgible, They clamour for the principle of Self-Determina-
tion, and characterise the present proposal of Government as
“ disappointing and unsatisfactory,” even as the first step towards
the ultimate goal of representative and responsible Government.
7. I am loth todiscuss the mumma demands of the people and
the maxima proposal of the Government, [ feel, however, that
a orief statement of the oroposed official reforms and of the popular
cnticisin and claims will reveal the fundamental defects of the
proposals and the paramount necessity of Self Determation for an
honest, true, and satisfactory solution of the great Indian problem.

Government of India

8. Under the various Acts of Parhament consolidated by the
Government of India Act 1913 (5 & 6 Geo <. ch 61) British India
15 governed 1n the name of His Majesty the King-Emperor of India
by the Seuietary of Siate for India ascne of the many departments
of British admimistration, with assistance of the Council of India,
Subject to the control of the Secretary of State, the civil and
Military Government of India 1s delegated 10 the Governor-
General 1 council in India  The Government of India crnsists
of an excessively centrahised system of admimistration exercised
over a territory as extensive as Europe minus Russia and over a
population numbering 250 millions, consisting of about twelve
co-related sub-nationalities of Aryan and Dravidian descent The
functions of Government are divided nto executive,” legislative,
and jyudicial departments But the Executive 1s not responsible to
the Legislative. The Legislative has power to criticise the Budget,
to interpellate, and to pass resolution which are not binding upon
the Government But 1t 17 1n no sense the Grand Inquest of the
Nation, Moreaver the majority of the Legislative Councillors are
officials. The Government of India 1s theoretically responsible to
the Secretary of State, and he 15 responsible to the Parliament.
But this indepencence and power are considerably fettred by the
Council of India which has the Power of the Purse under Section
21 of the Government of India Act, 1916 It 1s difficult to com.
prehend how the principle of ministerial responsibility can be
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enforced by parliament in the case of the Secretary of State, with
the power of the purse consigned to the Council of India. The
present Secretary of State has himself condemned the system in
these terms :* The whole system of the India Office -is designed to
prevent control by the House of Commons for fear there might be
too advanced a Secretary of State” (Hansard, Vol. 95. No. 93),
The result is that we have an autocratic~government over an
immense area governing one-fifth of the human race under an
exceedingly centralised system. The whole system has been
denounced as inefficient and paralysing even by Provincial Gover-
nors, and by none more emphatically than by tke present Sec-
retary of State for India, who stigmatised it as “ too wooden, too
iron, too inelastic. too antediluvian to be of any use for the
modern purpeses we havein view. I do not behieve that anybody
could ever support the Government of India from the poipt of
view of modern requirements.” (Haosard, Vol. 95, No q3) After
thisdenunciation it 18 surprising and lamentable to find that in the
proposed reforms he contemplates no modification n theirrespon-
sible powers of Government of India and actually recommends
some relaxation of the control by Parhament, The principles he
lays down run as follow :—

‘“Provinces are the domain in which the earlier steps towards
progressive realisation of Responsible Government should be
taken " (Rep., para 189).

“ The Government of India must remain wholly responsible to
Parliament, and, saving such responsibility, its authority in
essential matters must remain indisputable pending experience of
the effect of the changes now to be introduced in the Provinces,
In the meantime the Indian Legisiative Council should be enlarged
and made more representative and opportunities of influencing
the Government increased ”’ (Report, para, 190),

Some measure of decentralisation is propesed, and in the Pro-
vinces, under a system of * Diarchy,” the partial control of the
Executive is to be introduced and for thisireason he declares that—

“In proportion as the foregoittg changes take place, the
control of Parliament and the Sécretary of State over the Govern-
ment of India and Provincial Governments must be relaxed.”

. para. 191.)
(Reg.‘ p’:‘he nZL result of this change will unquestionably be to
make the Government of India still more autocratic, for it is well
known that officials have been impatient of the control of Pyrlia-
ment and of the Secretary of State and have been clamouring for
emancipation from their control. But if the central Governmgnt
remains autocratic and if the head is to be despotic it is ho
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to expect the body to be democratic. Whatever changes may be
introduced, the Provincial Governments can never be really
and effectively liberalised and democratised while the Central
‘Government remains bureaucratic and irresponsible. The people
of India are entirely dissatisfied with these measures of reform
and have demanded partial responsibility in the Central Govern-
ment itmmediately and full responsibility within fifteen years,

[The resolution of the Congress and Muslim League on the
‘Government of India is again quoted.]

They also demand the entire abolition of the Secretary of
State's Council of India.

10. Passing from the Executive to the Legislative, it is pro-
posed in the Government scheme that the present Indian Legisla-
tive Assembly be enlarged to 100 of whith two-thirds are to be
elected by the people But the hberality of this alteration is
nullified by the creation of a Second Chamber, denominated
“the Council of State” consisting of fifty members, of whom
twenty-nine are to be nominated by the Governor-General in -
Council. This looks like taking away with one hand what is
given by the other, The creation of the Council of State as a
Second Chamber 1s universally condemned

The Government of the Provinoces.

11. British India is divided into provinces for the purposes '
of administration. These provinces are the equivalent of the
Constituent States of the United States ot America, though
they have not the same powers and independence. For all prac-
tical purposes there are nine provinces The pruvinces of Bom-
bay, Madras and Bengal are governed by a Governor and an Exe-
cative Council. The provinces of Behar and Orissa by a Lieute-
nant-Governor in Council, the provinces of Punjab and the
United Provinces and Burma by a Lieutenant-Governor without
an Executive Council, and the provinces of Assam and Central
Provinces by a Chief Commissioner without an Executive Council,
All the Provinces have Legislative Councils. 1In all these Legis-
latures the elected members are in a minority, except in Bengal
where the elected number 15 twentyeight, aganst nineteen

.. officials and four nominees, Although these Legislatures have
various powers of criticism and interpellation, and of passing
resolution which do not bind the Executive, they have no
-control over the Executive which is in no way responsible to the
members, nor havethey any contro! over the provincial finance.

12, The report of the Secretary of State and Viceroy contem-
plates the grant of larger powers of administration, taxation, and
raising of loans to the provinces and some measure of emancipa-
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tion from the legislative, financial, and admipistrative control of
the Government of India. It also contemp.ates the creation of
an Executive Council for every province, but it proposes to estab-
lish a new system of Government in the provinces designated a
“Diarchy.” It consists of an arbitrary separation of the functions
of Provincial Government into reserved and transferred subjects.
The reserved subjects are to be retained in<charge of the Execu-
tive members, who are not to be responsible to, or removal by a
vote of the Legislature. The transferred subjects are to be at
first limited 1n number and importance, and placed 1n charge of a
minister respousible at first to his electors in the constituency, and
after five years to the Legislative Assembly, provided the Govern-
ment of India so directs It 15 claimed thai this amounts to
establishing the beginning of responsible Governmeni of India.
It 1s so proposed that Royal Comnussions be periodicall ; appont-
ed to examine every decade what further subjects may be trang.
ferred from the reserved to the trausferred branches till complete
devolution and i1esponsiblity 1s attammed 1t also reserves the
power of retransferring subjects from the transferred to the reserve
subjects for maladmimstration. In this way an executive s to be

established which will be partly responsible and partly irresponsible
partly destructible and partly indestructible  The concensus of
opinion, again, 1s that this Diarchv s unscrentific, incomprehensi-
ble, and unworkable It postulates the division of functions of
Government, whereas eaperienced Anglo-Tudians declare them
indivisible under the existing system of Indian admimstration
It 15 difficull to 1magine how harmomous working can be anu-
cipated with conflicting political principles at work 1n one and the
same Executive It would be very easy to devise 4 system more
workable and scientific than this new-fangled Diarchy, but what-
ever the menits or demerits of this Diarchy, the penjle 1esent the
mmplication of their unfitness, on which the so-called progressive
stages are founded. When this resentment munifested itself, a
responsible statesman and one of the cullegues of the Secretary of
State on his mission to India hastned to explain that these cautious
steps were not due Lo any distrust of the capacity of Indians, but
merely to deficient acquaintance with Pailaamentry procedure
This 1s obviously a very inadequate reason  The people 1 Con-
gress assembled demanded 1mmediate and full vrovincial auto-
nomy and mimistenal responsibility without any reserved subjects
and without any periodical inquisition and exanmuation 1n'o their
capacity.

13 So far as the Provincial Legislatures are concerned, Govern-
ment propose to enlarge them and make them predominantly
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elective but here also they contemplate the creation of a seperate
Grand Committee for legislating upon the reserved subjects.
The Committee likewise takes away with one hand what it
gives with the other. So far as Bengal is concernd 1t is actually
reprogressive, for Bengal has at present a small elective majorit
for all subjects without any reservation whatever, The net result
of the enlarged Provincial Council and Grand Commttees is that
there 1s little appreciable advance. The Grand Committee has
been universally condemned throughout India,

14. I have dwelt upon the official and popular proposals
not for comparing their ments, bnt for the purpose of pointing
out that the Government do not realise that the most indispens-
able and fundamental reform 1s Liberty—Liberty for the people
to work out their own salvation and fashion their own forms of
government on assured democratic basis  The prolonged period
of probation and decenmial mguisiion are intolerable 1n modern
civihegation What 1s wanted1s power for the people 1n the
Central Government  With this power the people would be w1 a
position to decide under the principle of Self-Determination how
many previnces there should be, what should be their boundaries,
what measures would prove effictent and sufficient as the first step,
what speed would be safe for advancing towards full autonomy
and respunsible Self-Government without foreign control in 1n-
ternal affarre and without periodical examunations into therr
capacity. Inorder 1o assure the Brnitish people that the Indians
do not desire separation from or dicruption of the Empire they
would consent that questions of war or peace, foreign aflairs, the
Army or Navy and Military government be excluded from the
Indian purview, provided commissions 1n the Army and Navy are
open to ail Indians upon equal terms with Enghshmen These
are imitations the people of India are willing to submat to, for a
brief period, 1n order to assure the British Government of their
bona fides, n the hope that within fifteen years they would be
placed ~n a status of pohtical equality with the Oversea Dominons
0 all respects.

15. Under the circumstances, in  discharge of the dut
devolving upon me, as the elected 1epresentative of all the Brits
India under the above resolution of the Congress, I earnestly
appeal to the Peace Conference, frstly to concede to India the
same right of representation on the League of Natwons that 1s
accorded to the British Dominions, and secondly to declare that
Indians are quite capable of governing themselves, that asa
progressive nation they are enutled to the application of the
principle of Self-determination, and that in the exercise of the
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principle they are also entitled to determine the form of Govern-
ment, founded upon accepted democratic lines, which they deem
'most suitable for Self-development according to the genius of the
people. The immortal principles of justice and the rule of right
against might justify such a declaration. I beg to assure the

onference through you, Sir, as sts President that such a declara-
tion will not only excite the warmest epthusiasm and the deepest
gratitude throughout India, with 315 millions of people, but that
its enforcement by the British Parliament would ensure the
peace of the world, the prosperity of India, and the continuance
of a beneficial British connection with our own great Empire of
Hindustan.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Yours most obedient servant.
B. G. Tirak.




Mr. Har Dayal
ON
India Under British Rule.

[The name of Mr. Har Dayal, the redoubtable Indian Revolu-

tionary, requires no introduction. After a Brilliant career at
Qxford where he was a Govt., of India Scholar, he sacrificed a
promising future to become the leader of the revolutionary party
in India. In 1914 the German Govt. nvited his co-operation
and for a year he resided at Berlin and helped that Govt. in plann-
ing for a rebellion 1n India. His experience of German methods,
however, soon disillusioned him, and not long since his baptism
of Prussianism came his conversion of faith in British Imperialism,
after a peniod of the bitterest hatred of Britain, In the following
article which appeared 1n the New Statesman (England) of 22nd
March 1919 Mr Har Dayal declares his new faith and at the some
time delivers himself on India and Indians in a brazen tone born
of despair. It is a sign-post 10 Indian politics, and hence well worth
close attention Tt shows how the Indian Revolutionary i extremes
turns round 180° 1n his mental honzon, and explains much of
recent exhibitions of delicate swings 1n the political mentahty of a
class of people —Ed. An. Reg.]

1 propose 1n this short article to offer some suggestions and
reflections with regard to the future of the Bntish Empire in
Asia from the standpoint of a patriotic Indian, who bhas
been during many years a convinced and consistent opponent of
British Tmpenalism, but who has been led to modify his views
on account of the tremendous events of the Great World-war.
No thinking man can be the same after this war as he was
before it.

I. I now believe that the conschidation of the British Empire
in the East is necessary in the best interest of the people of
India, Burma, Egypt, and Mesopotamna, These countries
‘contain more than one-fifth of the population of the whole world.
The progress and welfare of these ancient and gifted peoples
must be an object of solicitude for all lovers of humanity.
QOur attitude towards the British Empire as a political institu-
tion, therefore, involves moral principles of the highest order.
If the Empire is based cn mere 1yranny, exploitation, race
hatred, brute force, and fraud, and if it cannot be mended in any
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way, why then, we must end it and say, ‘ Down with this
abomination of abominations !’ I myself maintained this attitude
for a long time. If, on the contrary, it. can be shown that the
Empire has grown up through historical necessity and that
it does serve a useful purpose in the social evolution of the human
race, we may decide to accept it asa fundamentally sound and
beneficent institution, which should be™~improved and developed
rather than undermined and destroyed.

. IL On a superficial view, it appears that the B#tish Empire
in India 1s an altogether imquitous mstitution, hke the Ottoman
and the Austnian Empires of infamous memory. The English
have conguered many small States 1n Asia since that fateful
battle of Plassey, and they have certainly been guilty of gross
violations of phighted faith and wanton abuse of military power,
Clive, Warren Hastings, Wellesley, and Dalhousie may be
*‘national heroes,” to-day, but they were suiely no saints, And
an Empire which has thus been reared by crushing and enslav-
g ssveral “small pations™, and some g oneg toc, cannot claim
our homage and sympathy, for 1t 15 essentially an mmmoral
mstitution It must be abobshed, dismembered, and forgotten.
Certainly the principale of Nattonality would lead us to condemn
the Briush Empie of Asia as a reactionarv and incefensible
nstitution  If the Bengahs, the Marathas, the Burmese, and
the other nations of Asia aspire to national independence and
claim their birthright of nattonhood, who shall say them nay ?
Surely not the champions of the freedom of Bohemia, Serbia,
Belgium, Poland —and the Hedjas '’

III. But we must discard all @ prrors doctrines and abstract
theories and fix our attention on the «tern facts of the political
world situation, if we wish to formulate a sound and practicable
programme for the ntelligent patnots of India and Egypt,
Nationality 1s nothing but a catchword if a National State cannot
further the development of the mass of the people, The State s
a means to an end, 1t has assumed muany forms in the course
of human history, The National State, or the tribal State, is,
properly speaking, of modern growth \We need not 1dolise it as
the highest product ot human wisdom and experience It has its
advantages and its hmutations. Life 1s not logic and the apph-
cation of the so called ‘principles” ot nationality cannot solve
the problems that have to be faced 1@ Inaia ana Egypt. As
a weapon against ahien tyranny the theory of the National State
can serve a good purpose But all pohtical theories are only
tools to work with. Let us not be the slaves of theories. Let
us study the facts themselves carefully and judiciously.
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IV. The break-up of the British Empire in Asia would lead
only to a change of masters of the people of India and
These peoples will not be able to defend their countries against
other sturdy European pations that may harbour ambitious
designs of world-empire. They will be too weak even to
keep out the Asiatic barbarians that have overrun and
devastated their fertile plains so often in the past. And the
causes of this weakness are mamifold. These nations are
patriotic in their own way; but their patriotism 15 lJukewarm and
passive. They are not capable of sacrificing much for freedom ;
if they were keenly patriotic they could not have been conquered
by England. Their anctent Justory is indeed noble and in-
teresung, but it 1s rather mouldy with age and evidently
lacks the nspirmg power of recent achievement. The climate of
India and Egypt 1s enervaung, and disposes men's minds to
repose and contemplation rather than to sustained activity. In
the long run, the South cannot resist the North, just as the in-
habitants of the plains must succumb to the hardy sons of the
hills, History seewms to prove that warm countries produce
superior intelligence, while cold regions breed strong and courage-
ous races. However that may be, 1t 1s certain that the Indians
and Egyptians cannot prevail in battle against the Germans,
Russians, the Kurds, the Afghans, and the Japanese, even if they
are determined to fight for their countries with the courage of
desperation. It was not Mahmood and Islam, not patnotism,
nor military skill, but the chmate of Afghamstan, that won the
day at Somnath, the mountaineers could hold out longer, It is
a question of greater resisting power Thus it is foolish for
Southern races to imagine that they can in the long run hold
their own against the Northerners if it comes to a trial of strength
between them.

Further, the upper and middle classes of these countries are
absolutely incapable and degenerate, [ weigh my words carefully
when I pen this severe judgment. The aristocracy and the
educated classes of India and Egypt are perhaps among
the most contempuble specimens of humanity extant. Without
courage, without patnotism, without religious faith,
without political  principles and 1deals, without love
of artand learming, without ambition and a sense of duty,
these parasites and drones only exploit the peasants
and working men and render no service in return, They eat,
drink, beget, and pass their days in 1gnoble, ease and aimless sloth
while the society which they are suppos&t‘o lead perishes before
their eyes. They cannot administer, or fight, or take the
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initiative in progressive movements, or discharge'any of the duties
that devolve on the aristocracy of all civilised countries. Suth
hopeless degeneracy has seldom been witnessed in the history
of nations. And if the shepherds are unfit, what must become of
the sheep? The Indian and the Egyptian peoples, deserted and
betrayed by an incompetent leading class, cannot organisé an
efficient system of defence against foreign enemies And there is
no prospect of the speedy regeneration of these “glasses.
Moral stamina cannot be restored quickly, They seem,’ .
fo be still more demoralised than before by the sediitive
influences of European life They learn all the vices of Burbpe
with remarkable rapidity, but they seem unable to imbiba
its virtues. Many of them are thoroughly denaiionalised and
lose even the faint spark of genuine patriotism that their
fathers possessed Stones may yield ol, but nothing good
can be expected from this effete class It is hke the barren
fig-tree, which must be consumec 1n the fire, -

These reflections suggested themselves to me with greater
force than ever before as I watched from Berlin the course of events
in the Near East in the winter of 1915-16. Serbia was croshed
and occupied about that time, and the famous “Balkanzug”
began to run between Berlin and Constantinople, H
placards, with the words ‘ Hamburg-Bagdad,” could
seen in the windows of the newspaper offices in Berlin. All
this set me thinking. The Germans were supposed to be
the allies of the Turks against the other European Powers,
but now the Turks found that they had got taskmasters
instead of friends. Germany poured men and matenal into
Turkey, ‘“Bagdad " was the goal of German ambition. All
barriers that had stood between Teutouic Imperialism and
the much-coveted treasures of old Asia had disappeared. A
German Empire in Ama was well-migh within the range of
practical pohtics. That spectre frightened all thinkin
Orientals, who had hitherto looked upon Germany as their
champion against British Impenalism. The cry * Berlin—
Bagdad " was ominous in our ears. Turkey had really been
conquered without 2 blow The foolish Turks had themselves
opened the doors to their masters, It was the story of the man,
the hounds and the stag over again. I began to think about
our beloved India and her north-western frontier. The
Germans intrigued with the Afghans and other wild tribes in
Persia and Turkestan. The menace of a German-Torkish-
Pathan invasion could no longer be overlooked. And in that
moment I saw clearly that India would simply be oveiwhelmed
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by her old enemies and by new onmes, if the German
adventurers obtained a foothold east of Suez. Whatever may
happen, no son of Ind will ever consent that foreign soldiers
should be allowed to enter India again from the north-west,
whether they come as friends or foes. It is the cardinal principle:
of all political parties in India that the north-western frontier
must remain inviolate under all circumstances. No prospects of
future gain can allure us to open that portal to strangers, whoever
they may be. This is the lesson of Indian history, written by our
fathers in their blood,

Imperialism is always an evil, but British and French Imperi-
alism 1n its worst forms is a thousand times preferable to German
or Japanese Imperialism., The English and the French are at
least gentlemen in personal intercourse, and they have free
institutions at home, which exercise a liberalising influence on
their colonial policy in spite of themselves. The meanest English
or French Jingo cannot abolish the Manga Charta or blot out the
words, ‘“‘Liberte, Equalite, Fraternite,” but the Germans have no
tradition of freedom. The Prussian rules over all the Germans,
and the Prusman is perhaps the most detestable biped on earth.
He is selfish, avaricious, heartless, arrogant, unscrupulous and
servile, A slave and a bully, he is cruel to the weak and
obsequious tc the strong. He understands only the law of Force,
and worships Power and Rank. He 1s an upstart, and has all
the vices of the parvenu. He suffers from incurable megalomania
to which political kleptomama and other serious disorders have
been added during the last thirty years. He may be a patriot, a
poet or a pedant, but he 1s never a gentleman. He wishes to
exploit every one he meets, and his word cannot be trusted. All
who know him despise and hate him. There is a good reason for
this universal verdict against him. We should rejoice with
exceeding joy that he has been humbled and thrown down from
his high pedestal. I have lived in Prussia for two years during
the war, and know what I am talking about.

The defence of India is thus a very grave problem, As of old,
India is the cynosure of all ambitious Imperialists, from Berlin to
Tokyo. Even a Turkish beggar once uttered this remark-

-able sentiment : “May our Suiltan become Emperor of India !”
Now I ask, “How can we obtain the generals and officers for our
army of defence ?” We have brave soldiers, though even our
infantry may require a little stiffening with the stubborn British
soldiery, but the up%er and middle classes of India can never
supply competent officers and generals for a national army. In
war everything depends on leadership. The events of this world-
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war have impressed me with the importancs of having the best
possible officers for the Indian army, no matter where they come
from, A good officer is the product of a living social system,
Tradition, education,religious faith, sense of duty,physical strength,
heroism—all these go to make a European cer, but our
bourgeois classes have none of these things. They may accept
commissions and wear uniforms, but thay will never lead a charge
or gain a victory, Many of them will be wounded on the back,
like the Ottoman officers in the Balkan wars. It 1s better that
the Indian army should guard the trontiers under the command
of British officers than that the Afghans, the Kurds and the
Germans should pour into the country after having defeated a
‘‘national” army led by cowards and weaklings ‘1India cannot
afford the perilous luxury of an Indian bourgeois corps of officers
This is my deliberate opinion on this vital question,

And as the world is infested with Imperialists of every nation-
ality, it is the part of wisdom for us not to tempt Fate, but to
stay under the protection of the British fleet and army in our
quiet, sunny home of Hindustan, and to make the best of our
position mn the Empire. We are not equipped for the deadly
rivalnies and fierce struggles of this age of iron Imperialism.
Others will not leave us alone, if we once lose the shelter of the
name and aegis of Great Britain. Exposed to the buffctings of
chance and force, we shall have to suffer worse eyils than those
that now afflict us. Partition, forced conversion to other creeds
and similar calamities have befallen weak peoples in Asia and
Europe even 1n the mineteenth and twentieth centuries, Let us

not jump out of the frying-pan of British Imperthsm into the
fire of—who knows what ?

V. As regards the internal 2dmumstration of India the question
must be discussed from the standpoint of the peasants of India
and not of the upper and middle classes. India is an agricul-
tural country, and the cultivators of the soil form more than 85
per cent. of the population. They constitute the Nation. The

rinces, the landowners, the merchants, the lawyers, the money-
enders, and other classes, who live without doing much hard
work, are only the froth and foam on the surface of Indian
society, “ mere chaff,” in Carlyle's words, * which let the wind
blow where it listeth,” They are really quite a supetfluous ap-
pendage to the real society of Indian workers, manual and
intellectval, and, as I have already shown, they can discharge

none of the public duties that the bourgeois classes of other
countries conscientiously perform,
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Now, it is a matter of indifference to the peasant whom he
pays for the work of Government, so long as his own sons cannot
govern. He must give a certain portion of his produce to
support magistrates, constables, generals, and officers, who may
be Indians or Enghshmen or Chinese. He demands in return
protection against marauders and invaders, through an efficient
organisation of the police and the army, incorruptible judicial
officers for the settlement of dispute, an active meteorological
department for his assistance, and other such necessary institu-
tions of a peaceful agricultural society. The money that he
must spend on these indispensable adjuncts is loss to him. It
makes no difference to him whether 1t is wasted by a
Mr, Ramaswami in a Nautch party or invested by a Mr.
Robertson in a dozen bottle of whisky. The chief point
1s that the police and the army should do their duty, as he
has stipulated. Now we see that the Bntish officials at least
keep their part of this bargain; they do defend the frontiers
and suppress thugs, cattle-stealers and other enemies of the
cultivator, They have the requisite energy, sense of duty
and physical courage. Of course, they charge a very heavy
price for these services, but they are not mere drones and
bloodsuckers lhike the Indian talugdars, the bamas, and the
lawyers who simply take the peasant’s money and do nothing
for m. Why should the peasant continue to support this lazy
and useless class? A common nationality cannot justify
extortion and parasitism,

In short, we must orgamse the peasants for the promotion
of their interest, and entrust the defence and administration
of the country to those who are fit, irrespective of race or
creed. The majonty of the higher officials in the Police
Department and all the officers and generals in the army
should be Englishmen or Europeans. Other offices can be
bestowed on members of the Indian bourgeossies, but preference
should be given to the educated sons of the peasantry,
when such a class makes its appearance. India must be
governed in the interests of the peasant, and he is free to
choose his servants, his mght watchmen and his book-
keepers according to their capacity and honesty from among
all nations, untii he can manage these things for himself.
The Indian bourgeoisies has no prescriptive nght to exploit
him for ever.

V1. If we accept the postulate that the Empire must be
maintained and defended for the good of the people of India
and Egypt, we must go further and define the relations that
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should subsist between the English and the Indians, between
the I[adians and. Egyptians, and in general, among the different
ples that live under the British flag. What is the

d that shall unite them? Should they comtinue to hate
and distrust one another, while they acguiesce.in the political
union as a necessary evil? Or should they not discover or
forge new spiritual bonds which may convert Imverialisny
into a# idealistic a creed as Natiopalism is to-day? An Empire in
which the various nations lead a mutually exclusive life and only
wait, for an opportunity to break lpose or to fly at each other's
throats, would be a sorry carricature of a State. We do not
wish that the British Empire should grow intv a magnified
Austria-Hungary. But how can such a disastrous resulf be
averted ?

Of course, the first principle should be that all * provinces”
of the Empire (I use the word advisedly) should manage
their internal affairs without mutual interference Autonomy
is the only possible basis of amity and co-operation.
Natiomal feeling will thus be gratified to some exteat, in
so far as it is not incompatible with the unity of the Empire,
England learned this lesson after she lost the American
colonies but she applies 1t only to the cnlonies
inhabited by whitemen She must also treat the
other civilised nations of the Empire in the same way.
She cannot have one measure for the Boer and another for
the Brahmin. The Indians are not inferior in culture and
capacity to the Australians and the Canadians, and they will
insist on egquality of nghts within the Empire. It 15 to
be hoped that England will do her ‘duty before it 1s too late
Of caurse, the defence of the Empire and other Imperial
questions will be referred to a Central Imperial Council
representing all British subjects.

Vil. Home Rule by 1tself 1s no remedy for the disruptive
forces that threaten the unity and sohdarity of such a composite
and extensive State. Home Rule may indeed feed the separatist
tendencies and create hostile camps within the Empire if some
corrective 1s apphed to counteract its disintegrating effecis. How
then can the.moral umty of the Empire be secured? Every
State must give more than bread and peace to its citizens. Man
does not live by bread alone, and he will not fight for
bread alone. We must consider 1if some moral aims and
ideals can be realised through the great institution of the
British Empire so that all British subjects may feel pride
g ts mission and try to further it as best as they can,
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Dull would he be of soul who cannot discaver a yeat figld for
idealistic activity within this Empire. Hore is a State extending
from Ireland to the Straits Settiements and from Hudson's
ta New Zealand, It iy merely for size the biggest poli
organisation that the world has ever seen. Every variety of
product is found within its borders. The palm and the pine
together may be taken as adequate symbols of this Empite.
More than one fifth of the population of the globe lives under ity
flag. Some of them are savages and cannibals ; others are tribes
in a primitive stage of development ; others again, are ancient
and civilised natjons, which are emerging from a period of tor
and dal:lipo! while new communities like Australia and New
Zealand are just starting on their history. The Empire may be
compared to a large patriarchal family or a wvast 1:;
association. At tge head of all stands England, the organiser, the
harmoniser, the concert-director of this huge co-operative body.
London is the heart and the brain of the entire system. ’l‘h¥|
State, so constituted, must not be rent asunder: it must be
reformed and developed. Power and unity belong to it to day:
to-morrow will come Equality, and Justice, and Fraternity, and
Beauty, and all that ennobles, enriches and sanctifies human life
on earth.

It i+ not possible to enumerate all the movements that
be organised in order to give each one of us a spiritual interest
in the Empire. We have first of all the great struggle for equalit
of political rights for all civilised nations of the Empire, T
is 2 glorious task. England has conquered the Orientals and the
Africans, and naturally gives more to Epglishmen than to the
others to-day, but these others have studied English history and
admired English institutions. They will reproach England for
her inconsistency and selfishness, und the unjust institutions
based on racial inequality will slowly disapoear. Ofcourse orga-
nisation and agitation and much nose-making will be necessary,
as all Englishmen are not philosophers. But the consummatjon
is inevitable. England has set her hand to the plough and canoot
turo back.

"This is a noble ideal, To raise the Indians, the Egyptians,
The Burmese and the Zulus to the political status of the English-
man within this State; 1o teach these backward peoples the
meaning of the words Liberty and Democracy ; to rescue them,
from the slough of selfishness and 1ndolence, and turn them into
gager aspirants for the full nights of citizenship ; to make Men out
of slaves or savages—what greater realms can any young Alexander
of idealism dream of conquer.ng during’the coming centuries ?
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VIII. After Democracy comes Educaiion ; or rather, educa-
tion must come with or before democracy. Educauion must
unify and cement the Empire from within, It must be an
Imperial concern. A State which ueglects the education of its
ciuzens cannot last long, Aristotle aud Plaid have taught us
this great truth with cohviucing elcguence The Empire 4s a
State must direct the education of all British tubjects, otherwise
it will be hke a house built on sand, The Imperial educational
system will create the spintual bonds that are to hold the Empire
together for centuries. Enghsh literature must be interpreted
to the Oriental nations. English hterature 1s England’s noblest
gift to the world, It 18 among the greatest achievements of
human genmius and human aspiration, The language 1n which
Spenser, Milton, Shelley, Wordsworth, Tennyson. Browning,
and Swinburne have delivered their message can filly be adopted
as the tongue of many nations. All Oriental nations will profit
immeasurably by learning English and thoroughly mastering ns
vast, varied, and mspiring literature. It will enrich their spimitual
Iife and stimulate the genius of their own gifted poets atd
thinkers. English Tierature is a magic fairyland, and its treasunes
are of untold worth Blessed 1s the man or woman who knows
this tongue well, for 1t 1s the key to the temple of Freedom. No
Qriental nation would be a loser if it forgot 1ts own tongue and
and learned English instead. Superstition, erratic sentiment and
fantastic mysticism are the great themes of Oriental poetry.
There is not much solid nourishment in 1t for the mind or the
heart. A thousand years and more of Onental poetry have made
us what we are—unpractical metaphysicians or selfish cowards, or
passive slaves. Let us now drnnk deep at another fountain and
listen to sweel music wedded to lofty idealism or burmng love of
liberty, or ardent aspiration for human perfection, of ungenchakle
zeal for truth, These are the themes of England’s songs, and
her children are fed with such meat so they are like eagles who
gaze at the sun with undazzled eyes. The Orientals can alsc
share in this glorious heritage. if they so desire. Of all the
benefits that an Impenal system of education wiil confer on Asia
and Africa, the introduction and interpretation of English litera-
ture is undoubtedly the greatest.

English history and law are the other great products of Eng-
lish life that must be transplanted in India and Egypt. Eoglish
history, beginning with the Magna Charta and ending with the
decree granting the suffrage to women, is the most complete
record of “Freedom slowly broadening down from precedent
to precedent” in the annmals of human evolution, England
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15 admitted by all historians 1o be “the mother of Parliaments”
1n the modern world, It is verily “the land where girt with
friends or foes a man may speak the thing he will,”

The American Declaration of Independence 15 alsy an immortal
document of English histoiy  Greece w the ancient world and
Ebgland in the modern age have imitiated the demucratic move.
ment which will also free all slaves in Asia and Africa and elevate
them to the rank of full aitizens To-dav, Enghsh Imperialism
15 undemocratic, but the despotic system digs its own grave be-
cause Englsh history is taught in the schools of the Empire  We
‘ton have read of Cromwell and Hampden, Washington and
'Jefferson, Clarkson and Wilberfore, Cobden and Ernest Jones, It
has been well said, “You cannot argue a man mto slavery in the
English language"” All the rights and bberties of the English
citizen will 1n course of time be enjoyed by all Biitish subjects,
But we must not isolate onurselves from 1hat inexhaustible
reservoir of manhood and civic virtue which 1s called English
society. We must live in England, learn from England, work
with Englishmen and English women, and study Enghsh and
Amernican history, till we too catch a breath of that spint which
has made England free and great Then the miasmic vapours of
servility and sycophancy which choke the human mind in the
chimes of the East will be dispersed and dissipated, as the fog
melts away in the rays of the mormng sun. A primer of English
history is worth more than all the histories of Asia, with their
sickeming record of Sultans, massacres, slavery, empires and
degeneracy.

Let us not deceive ourselves, We must make up our minds on
this question  The Orientals who do not wish to love and reveic
England as their spintual mother must work on other lines, They
may foment national insurrections or aguate for Home Rule, or
profess loyalty to England as a measure of prudence, But the
Empire cannot develop assan organic, healthy State if the
Orientals prefer their barren literature and their uninspiring
history. If they behieve that they have nothing to learn from
England, they must orgamse separatist movements which will
aim at the final disintegration of the Empire, though they may
adopt the phraseology of loyalty as at the present moment. They
should understapd that a large and progressive State, based on
Eaglish ideals, is infinitely preferable to a number of smail Orieat.
al Stares, inspited by no ideals at all or by the antiquated ideals
of Orjental life, If we do not seek moral union with ckngland, we
caunot sincerely acquiesce in the political union. A State cannot
endure if several different systems of education prevailin it. For
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iy part, as I have said, I know of norhing in the ' Orient ghester
than EDEIMI literature and English l:i:gry The Oriedtals who
think otherwise must formulate political ideals according to thwir
;‘!ﬁ‘m‘éedfdfhmnl liler:{ture and :i't?rl'ly'E “I"e dlce at the
rtin, the ways now. We may work wit and or lgﬂ?ﬁt
hier, But 16t us be sincere and consistent.., ng :
Greek and Latin must also be taught in the schools of the
Empire, s0 that a common basis of education may be firmly
mﬁ:hed. English literature owes much 1o Greece and Rome,
and no liberal education can be complete without a knowledge of
of Greek. Asia, too, must have her Renassance, andidt can
come only from Greek philosophy, literature and art,
must transmit to her subjects what she herself received
Greece and Rome centuries ago. Moreover, Greek philosop
will undermine superstition in Asia; Greek and Roman history
will teach the Orientals that nations have different missions ih
history. Rome did for the Greek race what the Greelkts could
never do for themselves. she united them in one Siate, w
sndured long after Rome herself had been sacked by the batbarixin,
Rome conquered the Hellenic world, but that conquest wass
blessing in disguise, as it laid the foundations of a2 powerful m
which repelled the savage Arabian hordes and preserved 'the
tressures of Greek civilisation for the entire human race.
The history of the Roman Empire wll teach the Orientils
that they should look forward and not backwards, and that
injustice and inequality will slowly give place to umity and
fraternity, as the British Empire grows and develops during
the conting centuries. The introduction of Greek studies
in Asia is one of the most sacred duties of English
stateamen,

IX, East and West will be united in the British Empire.
Eudgland will achieve what Alexander dreamed of and what Rome

tially accomplished. Kipling will turn out a false prophet,

East snd West wlll surely meet, and they will meetin London,
‘Ogford, Cambridge, Cairo, Delhi and Khartoum, T bave
aiready met as comrades on the battleheid and at lesst ons Orient-
‘ol sl meets the Enghsh Peers as their peer, and sits in the
Eogiwh Cabivet as an eqoal member of the Ggverament. East
and Weit have had many sanguinary conflicts in the past, but the
Britishk Empire will present to us the unigue of
Pritons and Orientals working hand in hand in the service of the
State. Thus the demon of colour-prejudice will be vanquished,
a0l alt Eoropean nations will Jeurn a much needed lesson.
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Humanity will advance a step nearsr to the final of harmony
and unity, and the Parliament of the British Empire will pave
the way or the “Parliament of Men.”

X.  To sum up: Asia needs Britain's strong arm for her safe
and progress. The Empire will endure only if three conditions
are fulfilled. First, all citizens of the British Empire must be

ranted equal jolitical rights in course of time. Secondly,
%ngland must not inflict é&conomic injustice on the other nations,
The Empire is rich enough for all and we need not exploit one
another. Thirdly, all British subjects must love revere
England as their spiritual mother and Greece as their o rltull
grandmother. Thus the “British Empire” of to-day will
verted into the “British-Oriental- African Commonwealth” of the
duture. And that is our goal and ideal.




REPORT OF THE
Indian Overseas Association

This Association vhich was establislsd cn 170h December
1arg, with the Aga Khu, oo Clairrman aol S Mauodhogr M-
Bhownagree as Deputy Chairman, for the purpose of mantaimng
the nghts and privileges md protecting the mtersst of Indians
residing 1n places outwde Indiy, has smce been  w 1v= promating
the welfare of Indian Commumties <ettled in South and East
Africa, British Guiana, the West Indies, Fip, Cevlon, Mauritus-,
British Columbia, Au-tiaha and the Mandated Territe ries

South Africa

The Association has carrted on an active correspondesce with
the Colomal and India Offices with a view to secure a wider
reference to the proposed Commission promised by the Union
Government after the passing of the Asiatics Trading and Land
Act (Transvaall, 1919, and also to ensure satisfactony Indian
representation before the Commussion,

Sir Benjamin Robertson and the Hon Mr, V S, Srinivasa
Sastri have been appointed to represent the Government of India
before the Commission, and Mr. C F, Andrews. who has a wide
knowledge of the subject, has proceeded to South Afiica on behalf
of the Imperial Indian Ciuizenship Association ot Bombay, in ord=r
to assist t{-\)e Indian community 1n the presentation of their case,

The Association learns that the Umion Government have
agreed to refer not only the trading question, but also that relat-
ing to the ownership of land, to the Commission  As the Asso-
ciation is of opimion that the question of occupation of premises
situated 1n mining area 1s of vital importance, 1t has urged that
the operation of the Gold Law and other similar enactments
should be teferred to the Commssion

British East Africa

While appreciating, after the lapse of many years, the nom-
nation of two Indian members to the Legislative Council, the
Association, quoting the precedents of lndia under the Reform
scheme, Fi, Brnitish Guiana and Trinidad, has urged that the
franchise be conferred upon yualified Indians n the Protectorate,

Having regard to the fact that the question of the administra-
tion of the whole of East Africa 1s shortly coming up for consi-
deration by His Maijesty’s Government, the Association has
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pressed upon the Gaveroment the desirability and necessity of
giving effect, as a matter of justice and equity, to the demand
of the Bntish East Africa Indian population for equaliy of
status and the removal of galling disabiliues designed to reproduce
the unfavourable conditions prevailing 1n South Atica affecting
the resident Indian population, and restrict, if not even prohubit,
Indian immugration into the Protectorate in favour of Kuropean
immigration, in spite of the fact that Indians commenced to
develop these lands three centuries before any White settlement

was established there.
British Guiana.

The Association has drawn the attention of His Majesty's
Government to the strong objection to, and protest aganst, the
so-called Colomsation Scheme on the part of the East Indwn
Association (Georgetown), and has received an assurance from
the Colonial Office that the fullest consideration will be given to
the views expressed by that and similar Associarions

Fiji.

The Association has pressed for the termination of existing
indentures of Indian lahourers 1n this Colony, and has been
noufied by the Colomal Office that Orders have been given for
the termination of all existing Indian indentures on 2nd January
1920, and for the repatriation, so soon as possible, of freed Indians
desirous of returning to India.

Trinidad, Jamaica and Surinam (Dutch Guiana).

Having regard to the strong feeling aganst the system of
Indentured Labour prevailing throughout India among all classes
of the population, the Association has since addressed an inquiry
to His Majesty’s Government seeking information as to the
numbers of indentures at present in force in these territories and
the steps, if any, being taken by His Majesty’s Government to
secure their cancellation at an early date.

Ceylon.

The Association has made representations to His Majesty's
Government with a view to securing improvements in the draft
Labour Ordinance shortly to be introduced into the Legislative
Council, and particularly to obrain the omussion of the clauses
imposing criminal punishment for breach of contract.

The Association has also made representations with a view 1o
promusing the educatien of Indian childreu on the Ceyion Estates

Mauritius

The Association, being alarmed at the movement in French
Mauritian circles in favour of the transfer of the Island to
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France, in spite of the fact that the large majority 'of the inhabi-
tants are Indians who had not been consulted in the mmatter, in-
quired of His Majesty’s Government what steps have been taken
in this direction, and has received an assurance from the Colonial
Office that no serious consideration need be given to the move-

ment.
British Oolumbisa.

The Association has protested against Canadian Orders in
Council restricting the issue of certain classes of fishery licences to
White persons, and its representations have been referred to the
Governor-General of Canada for observation.

Australia.

Having regard to the Commonuwealth Government’s utie!
taking to remove certain existing disabilities affecting Indidns
redident in Australia in the light of the Reciprocity Resolution
passed at the Imperial War Conference, 1918, the Association has
directed the attention of His Majesty’s Government to the
differential operation against Indians of Queensland Syggbiw
vation Act, 1913, the interpretation of which was resenglif' iinte
in an Appeal before the Privy Council, when a Ju t advy
to the Indian appellants was delivered. The Associdtion ham''¥é
quested His Majesty’s Government to press for the repeai or
necessary modification of this enactment.

Mandated Territories.

With the coming into force of the Peace Treaty with
‘Germany, Mandates under the League of Nations have now been
conferred upon certain countries for the administration of the
former German Colonies. Thus the Samoa lslands fall to be
administered by New Zealand ; South West Africa and German
'East Africa by the Bntish Governmet. The Association has
accordingly made representations to His Majesty's Ggovernment
to maintain for His Majesty's Indian subjects the rnights as to
imtmigration and residence, which they have hitherto enjoyed in
'these respects, and equal rights in the future with all other of
His Majesty's subjects.

The Association has also reminded His Majesty's Govern.
ment of the danger to Indian interests of the movement officially
favoured in.New Zealand to supplement Native labour in Samoa
by indentured labour, and has received an assurance that no
futher enmigration from India uuder Indenture will be counte-
manced by His Majesty's Government.

8. L. Polak

ﬁll-sﬁﬂﬁﬂ.




Resoluations of
The Convention of Associations

British East Africa.

The following are extraots from the January Sassions
(1919) of the Convention of Associations of British Bast
Africa, 8 body of British Exploiters corresponding to the
European Association of India.

ResoLuTioN.

“This Convention wishes to point out to the Government that
during the discussion of the petition r¢. Indians, as also those
affecting the native peoples of this country, thg had the asss-
‘tance of four Missionaiies, one being Roman Catholic and three
being from the Missionary Cosference, which was sitting in
Nairobi at the same time as the Conventron.

“That whereas our Nation has assumed responsibility for
the future of the Indigenous East African peoples and oiy the
countries they inhahit,

“And whereas our National ideals of enlightenment and pro-
gress are crystalised in our Christian Western ¢ivilization and 1t is
our duty to make sure that the best contained therein is readily
availabie for the needs of awakening Africa,

“And whereas the maintenance of this country depends entirely
on the prestige and force of character of the white man,

“And whereas certain Indians have entered this country as
traders, clerks and artizans,

“And whereas these people follow in all things a civilization
which is eastern and in many respects rapugnant to durs,

“And whereas their social status brings them mote frequently
into cootact with the African and thuos subjects him to in-
timate personal influences antagonistic 10 the ideals of the west,

“And whereas the African has shown that he possesses latent
qualsties which under western guidance hold promise of mate-
rial development, atid an aptitude for filling the various needs of
industry, mor;li particularly those whith fvélve the use of

ances,
" “And wh‘e';'m Indian compétion denies him all incentives to
atmbition and gpportunities of advancement,
. “And whereas the Indian commaunity in this country sre
agitating for adalt !uﬁ'ﬂfu and by this means seeks to gain cou-
trol aver the destinies of the country.

“And whereas the Imperial Conference at a meeting held on

July 24th, 1918, (See the /udian Annual Register 1919) considered
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the matter of réciprocal tmigration between India and other com-
ponent parts of the Empire, and passed tour resolutions, of which
the principal is as follows -— ‘

#Tt 15 an inherent function of the Gnearnia=ats of the several
communities of the British Commonwealth including India that
each should enjoy complete contral m@;}r the >nmpnsifion of 1ts
own population by means of restriction on immu_parion from aay
other commumties........

“and thereby recorded as the findl judgment of the Buinsh
Commonweslth that the princinle of Seli-Detzimination «<hall
govern immigration and the compsition of po it ms—

“We, the Convention of Associations repiesentingthe White
Community of the country, pray lns Excellency the Governor to
approach the Right Honourable the Secretary of S ate for the
Colomes, so that the functians thus solemalv pronounczed to be
mherent in the Government of rhis British Community mjsy be
exercised by declaring forthwith that the right of Self-Detégm¥ina-
tion rests with the European Government of this country ‘scting
for the Europeans and 1n trust for the Native peoples and should
ask the Secretary of State to rule that the position should not be
prejudiced by giving any system of franchise to Asiatics nor by
allowing them to acquire land except 1n townships on short leases,
nor by the employment of Astatics 1n Government work and
that steps should be taken at once to restrict Asiatic immigration
m order that this stronghold of European Colonisation in Central
Africa may stand beside her sister Colonies in their Asiatic Polizy.

“And further we beg His Excellency the Governor to make
known to the Imperial Conference, through the Rt, Hon. the
Secretary of Spate for the Colonies, our earnest petition that to
the conquered territory, formerly called German East Africa, the
same policy towards the Asiatic be applied; for the indigenous
peoples of this country and of the conquered territory are of the
same types even to the extent of tribes having being severed
and economic relations centuries old having been interrupted
by the late artificial frontier, We can conceive, short of the
retrotession of the territory to Germany, of no transaction
more immoral and more certamn to recoill on our heads than the
bétrayal to the Asiatic of a section of the Afiican peoples whose
destinies have fallen tnto our hands and who at oresemt are
unable to potect themselves (Ve submit that to buy off Indian
or other agitation at the ex~ens= of the Natives of Africa woudd
be a policy neither wise nor honourable ™



Report of the
Economic Comission
British East Africa Protectorate.

The following are extracts from the Economic Commission
Report of the British East Africa Protectorate, appointed by Sir
Henry Conway Belfield, K. C. M G, the Governor and Comman-
der-in-Chief :—

The Hon. Mr. F W. Major. C M. G., Chairman ; Major
E.S Grogan, W. A, Kemoe, E«g,, T. A. Wood, Esq.. the Hon.
Mr. P, H Clerke, the Hoon. Mr. W C. Hunter and E. Powys
Cobb, Esq , Members

“Before the advent of the 1mperal B. E. A, Company
Indians were established on the coast, where they seised the
opportunity afforded them by the abolion of slavéry, to
oust by loan and foreclosure the ancient Arab trade and
civilisation of which Zanzibar was the centre But except for
eccasional incursions bv half caste Baluchis, the interior was
untouched by Indian influence till British control was effected.
The introduction of the coolies employed on the construction of
the Uganda Railway was the first connection of Indians with
the interior, The employment of Indian labour for this work
was due, it is behieved, purely to considerations of convenience,
and here it is mstructive to note that not only did the capital
cost of the Indian-built Railway work out excessively high--more
than double the sum for which a reputable firm of British Con-
tractors had offered to execute the task with African labour, but
that the working costs per train mile of the Uganda Railway
are higher than those of the railways of the South African Umon,
though the percentage of white men employed on the latter is
more than twenty times as great. -

“It may be permitted to question whether the authorities of
the time realised the immense [mperial sigaificance, for good or
evil, of their action 1n promoting contact g'g‘;ween the natives of
East Africa and the decadent civilisatioof India. The inevi-
table effect of the intervention of an intermediate race between
European and African is that that race absorbs most of the occa-
sions of personal contact with the African; Hence such intimate
influences as the African of this country i8 at present receivi
are mainly imparted to him by the Asatig, and are predomi-
vantly Indian rather than British.
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“East Africais in a somewhat different pcsition from any
other countries of Africa in respect to this problem |

“The Self-Governing states of the Union, together with tl-ﬂ
Rhodesias, control Indian immigration, with a view to ultimaté
exclusion, [o Natal, Indian labour was at one ume iatrodyced,
but its introduction was subsequently agreed to have been a
mistake, and drastic steps have been takeirto hmit and localise
its effects,

“In the African Protectorates under the Colonial Office, India
immigration is not prohibited, with the result that in East Agvica
the immigrants have not been confined to the trading clasliiet
have included coolies, clerks, artisans and mechanicii
East Africa was for long protected from this invasiogy byt lat
for political reasons, considerable encouragement was given
Indians there.

“It is the distinguishing peculiarity of this country that hers
the Indian plays the parts of a clerk, artisan, carpenter, mechani
etc., functions which the African is capable with traini 3
performing, and does elsewhere perform, satisfactorily. l.'&l'l;e
presence of the Indians, organised ag they aie to keep the,
Alfrican out of every position which an Indian could fill, deprives
the African of all incentives to ambition and opportunities ‘of
advancement.

“Tt may be admitted that the Indian has played and still piays
a useful part in opening up trade, stimulating the wauts o? ufe
natives and inducing them to part with their products for purposes
of export. For this service he 1s entitled, to credit, but the essentizl

int is that the same service might, with due encouragement,

ave been performed by the Native peoples

., %In every direction, the sphere of the Indian in this country is
not complemental but competitive with those of the European
and African. Even in the minor sphere the European, if the
Indian would submit to thecivic, moral and commercial obliga-
tions current in European Society, has nothing tq fear from Indian
competition, the contrary theory which formerly found favour in
local governing circles having been completely exploded by the
history of the past thirteen years Bur with the African, the
case 1s different. He is not strong enough anywhere to stand
against the competition of a more crafty race. So long as that
race is organised to keep him in servitude, by shouldering him
out of all the posts which lie in the path of his advancement, he
must be content to remain a mere hewer of wood and drawer of
water.

“There arg, therefore, strong economic reasons against the'free
admission of certain classes of Indians into the country. '
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“There are unfortunately other reapons of even etfrntmr weight
against all Indian imwmigration into this, or indeed amy part of
Africa.

“Physically, the Indian is not a wholesome influgnce because
of his incurablvc repugnance to sanitytion and hygiene. In this
respect the African is more civilispd than the Indian, being
paturally cleanly in his ways : but he is prone to follow the
example of those around him. {’lque, though said to be “endemic”
in the country, has certainly bsen imported, if not originally
then on later occasions, from Bombay, and Indian quarters are
almost invariably the foci of each successive outbreak. The same
may be said of all dirt-born The Indian is everywhere
the despair of the sanitarian, is a menace not only to himself,
bot especially to the natives of the country,

Moral Depravity of Indians

“The moral depravity of the Indian is equally damaging to the
African, who in his natural state is at least innocent of the worst
vices of the East. The Indian is the inciter to crime as well ay
vice, since it is the opportumty afforded by the ever-ready lundian
receiver which makes thieving easy. If the Indians were elimi-
nated, the number of offences against property, now high, would
be reduced to manageable proportions. .

“The Empire is faced with a serious dilemma which cannot be
evaded. The choice lies between the vital interest of the African
and the ambition of India. The presence of the Indian in this
country is quste obviously imimical to the moral and physical
walfare and the economic advancement of the native The matter
is one of the highest Imperial importance, and we regard it as im-
perative that the Empire should definitely decide, and that with-
out delay, whether the welfare of the African is to be subordinated
i his own country to political considerations and the pretensions
of the more restless elements of India. Upon the decision as to
East Africa, the future of the whole continent will Jargely depend,
for if Indiaps are to be allowed to stream in at any one entrance in
unlimited numbers, it will scarcely be posuble to localise them
indefinitely 1n any particular territory.

“QOur own view of this question 1s that there can be no excuse
for meeting out to the African treatment to which lndia herself
would never submat.

“Qn purely economic grounds, we submit the admussion of the
Indian was a cardjnal error of policy. It involved the economic
stagoation of the African throughout a large tract of Africa, and
the consequent retardatipn of progress for the sake of what pro-
mised to be at best but a temporary convenience. In our view,
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the error ought gradually, but without unnecessary delay,to be re-
ctified, by similar means to those by which the same error 1s being
rectified in Natal, b

“The Railway and other Government Department should as
quickly as possible replace Indian employees by Europeans in the
higher grades and Africans in the lower, Fuarther, Asiatics who
are allowed to remain 1n this country should be cbliged to conform
to the same sanitary standards as Europeans as a condition of
their residence here. It will probably be found that this will
result 1n a great reduction in their numbers.

“The Imperial Principle whichis to control the migration
within the Empire of different peoples bas been finally laid
down by the Imperial Conference in July last in the following
terms :—

“It 1s an inherent function of the Governments of the several
communities of the British Commonwealth, including India, that
each should enjoy complete control over the composition af its
own population by means of restriction on immigration from
any other communmities."”

“It 15, therefore, essential that a decision of policy in reference
to East Africa should be come to without further delay, and that
such decision shall be based upon the principle of Self-Determina-
tion and shall consider only the interests of the 1ndigenous
native and Arab population and of the race responsible for their
control.

W1t 1s our firm conviction that the justification of our occupa-
tion of this country lies in our ability to adapt the native to our
own civilisation, *

“If we further comphcate this task by continuing to expose
the African to the antagonistic influence of Asatic, as distinct
from European philosophy, we shall be guilty of a breach of trust,”

The following Note by the Rev. C F. Andrews, who
went to East Africa on deputation to enquire into the
oondi::;:: of Indians resident there, explainsthe last two
extr h

There are certain points in connection with these Nairobi Con-
vention Resolutions which are worthy of special notice.

First of all, it will at once be recognised by any careful reader
that the Petition re: Indrans, asit is called, which was passed
unanimously by the Convention, bears a marked resemblance to
the paragraphs dealing with the same subject in the Government
Economic Commission , Report. Indeed, in some prominent
passages, the phrases used are identical.
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This mav be accounted for by the fact already mentioned that
all the non-official members who served on the Economic Commi-
ssion were serving at vne and the same time on the Executive
Committee of the Convention of Associations, It may be well, in
this place, to give their names 1n full as follows :—

The Right Hon. Lord Delamere.
The Hon, W. C. Hunter.

Major Ewart Scoot Grogan.
Thomas Alfred Wood Esquire.
E. Powyss Cobb Esquire.

These gentlemen came nut, at different times, to East Africa as
settlers, Mr. Hunter is an Estate Agent and Accountant.

The two official members, who served on behalf of the Govern-
ment on the Economic Commission are as follows :

The Honourable Francis William Major, Chief of Customs,
Chai'man of the Commission,

William Alfred Kemp Ec:quire, Treasurer of the East African
Protectorate Government.

Neirther of these two (Government officials raised any protest

inst the insertion of the paragraphs on the Indian question in
the Report, Both of them signed their names toit. '?hey must,
therefore, take their full responsibilitv for the position finally
adopted. It would not. however, be difficult to surmise that Lord
Delamere and Major Grogan were leading personalities in deciding
the Jndan question, both on the Economic Commission itself and
an the Convention of Associations.

*When we examine further the two parallel documents we find
that a claim 1s made by each n a very solemn manner to be
ullowed to exclude Indians as undesirables under a decision lately
reached by the Imperial Conference in London about immigration
control, (See Anoual Register, 1919, ‘India in the Imperial
‘War Cooference.’) That the controlling party in that
decision was a self-goveining domimion, and in 1ts original
form 1t did not referto Protectorates at all That, however, isa
merely technical point of no very great tmportance

But what 15 far more serious to notice 1s the assumption made
by the Convention of Associations that it, and 1t alone, truly re-
presents the British Commonwealth in 1ts colonising and cvilisipg
work 10 the East Africa Protectorate ; that this White commu-
nity alone bas acquired the night, by the very fact of its belonging
to the dominant European Race, to represent the East African
Government which 1s called a purely European Governmeat ; that
the Indian community does not gelong to the British Common-
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wealth, and has no right of representation before the Imperial Con-
ference,—not even in its own defence, ;

Interpreting as well as I can the resolutions passed at the Con-
vention concerming the Indian community, I paraphrase them as
follows:— .

“The Indians are intruders,—that js the gist of the whole
matter. Certain people, called Indians, have entered this country .
The ruling White Race has no community of sentiment with them
Their habits and mode of life are repugnant: their ideals are
antagomstic  These intruders are now standing between the
natives and the natural protectorsof the natives,the white commu-
nity. The Indians must, therefore, be made to leave the country
as quickly as possible. For the only protector of the native must
be 1n future the dominant White Race,” .

This policy of exclusion of the Indian ultimately from the
whole of the British Commonwealth in Africa must Ue carrigg
out by a definite policy, on the same lines 1n Central Africa as
those sdopted by the sister Colonies further South, That isto
say, restriction of immgration must be immediately enforced by
law, and all trading and land nghts must be curtailed and no
franchise must be granted. No Government service, in future,
must be open to the Indians. Thus when every avenue of trade
and land and franchise and Government service wifhsn the
Protectorate is closed up tnore and more tightly, and when all
further 1mmigration 1nto the Protectorate of new families is
restricted, the whole position of Indians will be so insecure that
very few will remain. Short leases 1n townships might still be
permikted for a few Indian traders but, of course, the lease should
not be long enough for any permanent building to be erected or
any settlement foothold to be obtained. As leases fall in, these
Indians also may be dealt with, Thus East Africa,—~“this
stronghold of European colonisation in Central Africa, may take
her place besides her sister Colonies in_this Asiatic policy.” For
by such a policy it may well be expected, that the
present Indian residents, (when the Economic Commission Report
number at about 12,500) will soon dwindle into insignificance
Thus, in the end, all British East Africa, from Mombassa to
Capetown will be reserved for European settlement only. There
will be no complication of the problem of pure European
Colonisation.

When the Indian by these political methods has been com-
pelled at last to leave the country, then the ruling White Race
can fulfil its true and solemn function,‘ committed to it as a trust
by the Imperial Government, of civilising the mative by means of
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its own Chnsuianity and 1ts own Chrnistian Western ideals of
enlightenment and progress

“To sum up the whole matter, Indians cannot 1n any true
sense be indentified with the British Commonwealth or assocrated
with 1ts Government in East Africa  Wherever they are found
in Africa side by «<1de with the British they are aliens They are
antagonistic in their 1deals, They are repugnant to the White
Race This 1s not a question of Temperate Zones merely,
It refers to Tropical Zones as well, They can, in no sense, be
regaried as a ‘“Commumty ot the British Commonwealth,”
however much they may claim Bnutish catizenship,  Self-deter-
mination of the “ communities of the Briish Commonwealth ”
rests with the Europeans This dommnant and exclusive posttion
of the white commun'ty, as the only Commumty within the
British  Commonwealth, possessing  self-determining and
representative powers, must not be prejudiced by giving any
system of franchise to the Asiatic. [f the Indian communmity in
the British Commonwealth, when leaving the shores of India for
Africa, has no more cithizenship than that, there truly, and with-
out any rhetorical exaggeration, 1t has become ‘‘a pariah within
the Empire.”

This assumption, that the white community alone in Africa
represents the Briish Commonwealth and that citizenship in
that Commonwealth must never be extended beyond the white
Rice—this assumption, 1f once finally accepted and endorsed,
would change the whole structure of the British constitution
and would throw back all the progress that has been made in
the Constitutional reform for many generations It would at
once put the British dominions far behind the French i politi-
cal advancement. What 1s far more serious, it would be a direct
breach of charter after charter, treaty after treaty, and covenant
after covenant ; on the basis of these charters and treaties the
British Commonwealth throughout the world has been built up,
The Queen's Proclamation of racial neutrality which brought
peace after the Great Mutiny is only one example of such
covenants between sovereign and people. Such sovereign, on
<oming to the throne, has repeated these covenants and on the
faitbful fuifilment of them to the very letter the stability of the
whole structure of the British Constitution abroad depends.

India herself, within her own interior dominions, has gone
forward for a century past, slowly but certainly, towards the
fulfilment of the great Charters. In the last five years of the
War the pace has been far more rapid. The reason for this has
been that, in spite of all expectation of the enemy to the contrary,
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in spite of the dead-weight of the subjection and disarmament
which has enervated her manhood, 1n soite of a thousand
hindrances of autocracy and racial dominauen, India when the
time came gave with both hands all tha: was left to her, all
she still possessed, to carry on the great struggle. She remained
steadfast to the Allied Cause up to the eag. ‘

On the fields of Flanders and Gallipoli, in Mesopotama m
Palestine and in East Africa, Indian soldiers have fought u
the British Flag, as comrades and free men, not as slaves. All
too late the King’s Commission has been given at last to Indian
officers. India herself has been welcomed as a self-governing
nation of the Brinsh Commonwealth within the Leagne of
Nations, side by side with Australia and New Zealand, South
‘Africa and Canada, The new e¢ra which all this repressots has
been proclaimed by His Majesty the King, and the Klng‘l dﬂest
son will inaugurate it on his coming wisit to India,

It is strange indeed that at such an hour as this when hutory
is being made and the British Common-wealth throughout the
world 18 starting upon a new career of progress, the members of
the Nairob Convention should be so out of touch with the sprrit
of the times that they should endeavour to huut the boundarnes
of that world Commonwealth 1n which we hve to the franchise
of a single race. Nonthing could be more out of harmony with
all that the great War has been fought to achieve On every side
there has been a breaking down of racial barrier, not a building
up. The tide 1s still iowing that way, in spite of the reaction
which the exhaustion afier the great struggle has caused.

What 1 ask of my fellow-countrymen 1s a reconsideration of
this Convention position with regard to the constitution and frame
work of the Brirish Common-wealth, which was adopted in a time
of strain and unnatural tension without sufficient coolness of
thought. Now that life has become more normal, | would urge
that the whole problem of the Commonwealth be studied thorou-
ghly and closely 10 all its consequences and its bearing.

Before closing this chapter, 1| am obliged to refer tv one more
assumpti n made by the Nairobi Convention which 18 even more
gravely serious 1n 1ts conscquence than that which I have already
pomnted out. The fact thai 1t seems 10 have been made quite
unconsciously tells me again of the strained and abnormal condi-
tions under which the Resolutions were framed. I will try to
explain 1t with perfect clearness,

If there is one thing more than anyother that has differentiat-
ed the British Commonwealth abroad from all the other, geeat
dominiongof the past, it has been the pledge, faithfully given and
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undertaken, of complete religious neutrality. Only with such an
understanding could vast countries containing many millions of
Muhammadans, Budhhists, Hindus, and followers of other creeds
(far outnumbering those professing the cieed of the sovereign
himself) have been kept together with the utmost loyalty.in a
common allegiance.

Yeu this petition re : Indians of the Nairobi Convention of
Associations advocates a policy of the protectorate Government
which would directly favour one special religion and would pena-
lise others. That is to say, 1t openly demands a breach of reli-
gious neutrality on the part of the government,

This 15 the only meaning I can deduce from the clauses of the
Petstion which, for the sake of clearness, I will quote again in full
at thas point ;

“Whereas our national ideals of enhghtenment and progress
are crystallised in our Chnistian Western civilisation and it 1s
our duty to make sure that the best contained therein is readily
available for the needs of awakenming Africa . ., .. and where-
as these (Indian) people follow 10 all things a civilisation which
is Eastern and 1n many res: ects repugnant to our own, and where-
as their social status brings theimmmore frequently inte contact with
the Afiican and thus subjects him to intimate personal influence
antagounistic to the 1deals of the west,......"”

The petition 7¢: [ndians goes on 1o demand that 1 conse-
quence of these very things the Indian settlers should be excluded
from East Africa and the proteciorate should be made a close
preserve for Chrnistian Western civiiisation

I have been told on good authonty that the word Chnastian
was deliberately added after a prolonged discussion on the petition
re: Indians, and chat it was lastly accepted by all the representa-
tives of the Assrciations There can be no question that, as
the petution re: Indians now stands, 1n 1ts final shape, this word
“Christian” 18 emphatic and affects vitally the meaning The
presence of missionarnies, Lo which special attention 1s drawn by
the petition 1tself, gives pont to the word “Chrisuan™ and makes
clear the reason for its insertion. To paraphrase very bnefly, it
1s because the Indian follow a mode of hife which is not Chrisiian,
that their presence among the Africans 13 undesirable.

We find, then, that the Convention of European Associations
of East Africa, claiming to represent not only the Brntish
Nations but also the Briish Commonwesalth throughout the
world, has actvafly framed ,a petitlon re: Indians asking
for permission for the exclusion of Indians 1n the pame of
Christianity. The ultimate aim in view is to drive the Indians
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out of Africa, because their own civilisation is antagomstic to
the rehgious beliefs of the petitioners which are embodied in
their own civiization. Afier the deliberate msertign of the word
“Chustian ” 1n the petition I do not see how there can be any
logical escape from that interpretation, It 1s a policy which has
always had a great fascination for the.gssionary propag ndist,
and 1t would appear to me that the presence of the missionames
influenced the leaders of the Convention of Associations far more
than they suppose and caused them to make this fatal blunder,

In order to show how fatal the blunder has been, let me take a
parallel case. As a pure and simple reduclio ad absurdum, the
next obvious step to take, when once the Indian had been cleared
out of the way, would be to remove the Arab out of the
missionartes’ path of Chnistiamising the African, on exactly the
same grounds as the Indian. The fact that he had been an
intruder into the mdigenous African’s country only a little longer
than the Iudian should surely not stand i the way of -such a
logrcal concluston.

It hardly needs to be pointed out that any such breaches of
religious neutrality under the British Constitution weuld be
a far more serious 1nfraction of all treaties and treaty nighis than
the breach of racial neutrality referred to in a previoue paragraph
The racial neutrality clauses 1n the defferent treaties have been
always conditional : the words have been added to the treaties
“as far as may be ” : what has been aimed at 1n all such covenants
18 a hope for the future which must be steadily and persistently
fulfilled. But the religious neutrahty clauses have frum the first
been absolute and unconditional, and to any one who has studied
constituticnal history, breaches of neutrality such as that which
the Convention of Assaciations deliberately contemplates are
absolutely void—1 would almost add the word rediculously
impossible, 1f a direct 1nfraction of racial neutrahity, destroving
ughts already won, would have serious conseguences to the
stability of the Briush Commonwealth established throughout
the world, breaches of rehigious neutrality, if aonce put nto
practice, would shake 1t to 1ts very foundations

Agam, as 1 look back at rhe special period when the Conven-
tion petition re : Indians was drawn up, conviction becomes all
the sironger that the constitutional blunders which have been
comnutted in the name of the British Commonwealth, have been
due to the strained condition of men'’s muind directly after the
War and to the mmpossibility at such a period cf calm and
collected thinking.

Now that- the Government of the East Africa Protectorate



Mr. ANDREWS NOTE, 319

and also the Imperial Governmeat itself have repudiated the
findings of the Economic Commussion on the Indian question and
uy so doing invalidated the position taken by the Convention of
Associations, I have agreat hope that the justice of the plea
which I have made for a reconsideration of the whole position
will be acknowledged and that an armistice will be called immedi-
ately to this intervecine war between Indians and Europeans
which may ulumately be transformed into a settled and per-

manent peace.
C. F. ANDRFWS,



Bast African Indisn National

Congress.

I5th N evember J9ro9.

Resolutions adopted at the S8econd 8ession of the East
African Indian National Congress held on the 15th and 16th
November 1919, at Nair’s Buildirg Naircbd, under the
presidentship of Husseinbhai 8uliman Virji Esqr the lead-
ing Indian resident

Resolution No. 1

“That this Congress ot representatives of the Indians of British
East Africa, Uganda, Zanzibar and Ex German Eazst Africa, places
on record its expression of unswerving loyalty towards His
Majesty’s thione and persen, and its sense of hcarty co-cperation
with the lccal Governments of the East Atncan Protectoates
and territories.”

Proposed by the President and cariied unammously

ResoLuTioN N 2

“That this Congress deplores the practice at present obtaining
of impostng restrictions on land sales and meortgages between the
European and the British Indian subjects of His Mujesty the King
Emperor and humbly prays His Majesty’s Government to be
Pleased to instruct the lecal Governments to remove all such
restrictions " L,

Proposed by Mr Hashambhai Jamal of Kisumu., Se¢conded by
Mr Muhammadbha of Kisumu,

Ré&soruTion No, 3

“That this Congress 1s of opimion that at least one-third of the
seats on the Legislative and Executive Councils of the British
East Africa Protectorate be allotted to the lndian Commumity by
election, and that similar provision be made 1n the case of Zana-
bar, Uganda and ex-German East Africa, as soon as Legisiative
and Executive Councils come into existence n the said Protec-
torates.”

Proposed by Mr Hassanali Mussaji Mulla Dawoodji of Mom-
bassa. Seconded by Mr. Yusufalli Esmailji Jeewanji of Zanzibar.
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Rusorution No. 4
“That this Congress respectfully appeals to the local Govern-
ments of the East Africa. Uganda and Zinzibar Protectorates to
recogmse the services of the Indian Volonteer Corps in East
Africa in the same way as those of the local European Troops.”
Proposed by Mr G B. Tadwalker of Nairobi. Seconded by
by Mr. Savale of Mombasa.
RwsoLuTioN No, 3

“That this Congress submits to the local Government
that recogmtion be accorded to the Indian University degrees for
the learned professions.”

Prooosed by Mr. Mangal Dass of Nairobi. Seconded by Mr,
Savale of Mumbassa

ResoLuTion No, 6

“That all Indian Medical Praciittoners not below the rank of
Sub-Assistant Surgeons be allowed to carry on  independent
Medical practice in British East Africa™

Proposed bv Mr. H H. Mody of Mombasa, Seconded by
Mr. Zuzarti of Londiani.

Rvsorurtion No 7
“That this Congress 1s of opinion that the higher posts of
trust and responsibility in the Civil and M.litary Services of all
the Protectorates of Eastern Afnica such as those of Judges,
M:zgistraies and Officer< 1n the army, should be thrown open to
capable Indians and equal oppartunties of advancement be given
to them along with other sections of His Majestv's suljerts. and
prays the local Governments to take steps 1 the matter at an
early date.”
Proposed by Lala Ralla Ram of Londaini  Seconded by Mr,
V. K Buxi of Mombassa
ResoruTion No R
“That this Congress respectfully submits to all the local
Governments that respectahble Indwans shonld be appointed Jus-
tices of the Peace, Honorary Magi«trates, and Visiting Justice to
the Prisons.”
Proposed by Mr H 8. Trivedy of Naiobi, Seconded by
Mr. Sharma of Naroh
RusoLuTtion Nu. 9
“That this Congress requests the local G »vernment to extend
to the Indian community the privilege of tnial by jury of their
own Countrymen.”
Proposed by Mr Hassanalll Mulla Dawoodji of Mombasa.
Seconded by Mr. S. D. Puri of Machakose.,
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ResoLuTtioN No 10

“That this Congress 1equests the Government of the East
Africa Protectcrate to consider favourably the case of small
Indian Shambaholders of Noirobi and other places and to renew
their leases ”

S
Proposed by Mr H.S Trnivedy of Narobi. Seconded by
Mr, S. D, Pun of Machakose.

Rusorurion No. 11

“That this Congtess requests the local Governments that
steps be taken to provide for adequate representation of the
Indian community on all commissions and the other public bodies
or boards " ’

Proposed by Mr. Rana of Daressalam. Seconded by ™ Mr.
Mamibhoy Jamna Hammerd of Kisumu,

ResoLuTioNn No. 12

“That this Congress 1s of opinion that the Bill known as the
‘Segregation of Races Bl is a racial bill of the worst possible type,
and 1s subversive of all economic principles and prejudicial to
the rights of private ownership and destructive of all vested
interests of the Indian community 1n the East Africa and TJganda
Protectorates, and therefore 1t emphatically protests against it
and respectfully urges the Government of the E, A P. not to
proceed with it "

Pioposed by Mr. M. A Desai of Nawrobi  Seconded
by Mr. Buxi of Mombassa Supported by Mr Mangal Dass

of Nairob
ResorutioNn No. 13

“This Congress emphatically and 1ndignantly protests against
the expressed opinion of the Convention of Associations that the
Immigratinn of Butish Indians should be restricted with a view
to their ulimate exclusion. This Congress 1s of opinion that the
presence of the Bntish Indians 10 East Africa in no way
interferes with the desired advancement of the children of the
soil, but on the other hand their presence 1s condutive 10 their
advancement.”

Proposed by Mr M. A. Desai of Nairobi. Seconded by Mr
P. L. Pandya ot Kisumu.

ResoLution No, 14.

“ That this Congress appeals to the lacal Governments to
requite the services of the [ndian Soldiers who took part in the
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local campaign by making them grants of land in the same way
as 18 done 1n the case of British Soidiers of European descent.”

Pioposed by Mr. G, B. Tadwalker of Nairobi. Seconded by
Mr Habib Jamal of Daressalaam.

ResoruTioNn No 15

“That this Congress 1s of opinion that Indians should be
granted plots both residential and business 1n all townships, ona
lease of gq years, and that such plots should not be merely on an
annual tepancy, as the latter method gives no secunty to the
plot-holders and retards the development of the country, that
the area of such plots should not be less than 5000 square feet,
and the annual rental should not be calculated on a different
basis from that appiled to European plot-holders ”

Proposed by Mr Quar-ud-deen of Nyeri, Seconded by Mr
H.S Trnvedy of Nairobi. Supported bv Mr. Diwanchand of
Narrobi.

RrsoruTion No. 16

“ This Congress respectfully prays the Imperial Government
to defimitely declare their policy about the equality of political
status of Indians 1n Eastern Africa Protectorates and ternitories ”

Proposed by Mr. Varma of Narobi, Seconded by Mr,
Lahoii Ram of Nairobi.  Supported by Mr, Rana of Daressalaam,

Rescrurion No 17

“That this Congress, 1n consideration of the services rendered
by the Indians in conguening the Ex German East Africa,
1espectfully prays the League of Nanons and the mandatory
power thereunder, to reserve the said ternitory for the purpose of
Indian Colonisation "

Proposed by Mr. B. S Varma of Narobi. Seconded by Mr
L M, Savla of Mombassa. -

ResoLuTioN No. 18

“That this Congress 1s of opimion that 1n view of the termina-
tion of hostilities over a year ago, the time has arrived for the
Government _to press upon shipping companies the necessity
“of reducing their rates of freights and passage 1n order to reduce
the cost of iving in all the Protectcrates of Eastern Aftica as
soon as possible.”

Proposed by Mr. H. S. Trivedy of Nairobi, *Seconded by Mr.
H. H. Mody of Mombasa,

Resorurion No. 19
4 That in view of many disabilities, discomforts and hardships



a8 INDIANS IN EAST AFRICA.

continually suffered by Indian passengers and shippers by the
European managed steamship lines caling at the East African
and Zanzibar ports, and the great increases in the complaints of
the sufferers, it is most necessary and advisable to save the Indian
public from such disabilities imposed upon them at the pleasure
of European Managers, by organising aw.purely Indian hne of
Steamers ; an earnest appeal should, therefore, be made to the
leading Indian capitalists of E st and South Africa and India to
combine strongly and 10 organise a lipe to meet the require-
ments of the Indian traders and public.”

Proposed by Mr, Euosuf-alli Esmailji Jeewanji of Zanzibar.
Seconded by Mr. Muhammad Bhai of Kisumu

Resorution No zo

“That this Congrees requests the Government to extdnd the
rght of Municipal and Legislative F anchise to the Indian women
side by side with their European sisters on educational qualifiés-
tions,”

Proposed by Mrs Ealhta Savale of Mombassa, Seconded by
Mrs, Indirabar Panthwaidya of Nuairobs,

Resorution No 21

“In view of the fact that a large number of Iudians, who have
served and have been serving the various Military Departments
during and after the termination of the great War in the capacit
of mechanics, artisans and clerks, have been practically denied all
the Military privileges and also the civil concessions granted on
the recommendation of Sir Alfied Lascelles on  unjustifiable
grounds, the Congress, therefore, urges upra the Government to
recognise their services as uvil or miluary officers and grant them
the respective prnivileges for their relief

Proposed by Mr G. B Tadwalker of Nairobi. Seccnded by
Mr R G. Bargaonker of Nairobi

ResoLution No, 22

“ That this Congress 1s of opimion that the Government of
East Africa should adopt such measnies to settle the question of
Exchange and Currency as will be finally decided’ up.n by the
Government_ of Iudia after the 1ep it and recommendations of
the Commuttee appointed for that purpose by that Government
and now siting 1o Londan ” *

Proposed by Mr, Savale of Mombasa, Seconded by Mr.
Hassanalli Madatalli of Nairobi

ResoruTion No. 23
“Thafgthis Congress most strongly urges the Government
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to take immediate steps to remove the humiliating discrimination
on the Uganda Railway carriages, waiting rooms, lake steamers
and Nairobr Rickshaws by which humanity is divided between
Eurcapeans (although for the purpose of taxation the Indians are
classed with Europeans) and the Indians are grouped with the
non-Europeans.”

Proposed by Mr. Hassanalli Maddatalli of Nairobi, Seconded
by Mr. S D. Purt for Mr Daaramsi Khimji of Machakos.

ResoLuTion No. 24

“ That this Congress respectfully prays the Imperial Govern-
ment to arrange for an early® payment of the value of pre-war and
interim German currency notes in possession of Indians in East
Africa and various other claims such as debts, loans, requisitions,
etc, agamst the German Government and German subjects "

Proposed by Mr. Himmatsinghji Rana of Daressalaam, Secon-
ded by Mr. M. A. Desa of Narobi.

ResoLuTtion No. 25

“ That this Congress emphatically protests against the flogging
of Indian prisoners in the name of disciphine in local gaols, and
urges the Government to withdraw the powers imposing this
harbarous pumshment granted by the Prisons Ordinance, 1918,
to Superintendents of Piisons, whereby the Superintendent who
ts necessarily the complainant, turns into a Judge, which s fun-
damentally opposed to the prninciples of equity and justice, This
Congress also urges the G vernment that the present scale of diet
and clothing for Indian prisoners in the East African gaols being
wholly inadequate, to alter the same to suit their health, their
cnstom, habits aud sentiments and also to make 1nprovements
in their general treatment "

Pioposed by Mr Sharma of Nairobi  Seconded by Mr, Bhatt
of Mombassa,

Resorution No, 26

“ This Congress respectfully reqnests the local Governments
to take immediate steps and make suitable provision for improv-
ing the educaticn of Indian children, This Conggress further
urges the necessity of establishing madel High Schools for Indian
children n the capitals of the said Protectorates, and prima
schools in the townships baving at least twenty beys of scho:;ﬁ
going age.”

Proposad by Mr, Lahori Ram of Nairobi. Seconded by Mr.
Mathurbhar of Nakuru, Supported by Mr. Yusufalli Esmailji
Jeewanji of Zanzibar,
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ResoruTioN No. 27

“That 1n view of the cessation of hostilities this Congress
requests that Indian subjects of His Majesty the King <hould no
longer be compelled to have passports to travel from one part of
His Majesty's Dominions to another, namely, India and Eastern

Africa and vice versa " -

Proposed by Mr, Rana of Daressalam Seconded by Mr, H.
H. Mody of Mombassa
Resolution No. 28

¢ That this Congress respectfully draws the attentinn of the
local Gevernments of the Protectorates to the dire necessity of
establishing hospitals, where Indians may have facilities for medi-
cal treatment and requests the said Governments to take early
steps 10 the matter ”

Proposed by Mr, Hassanalit Mulla Dandji of Mombasa.
Seconded by Mr P L. Pandya of Kisumu

Resolution No. 2q

“This Congress deplores the omission on the part of the
Government of East Africa Protectorate to appoint any Indian
member on B E A Economic Commission and resents and
expresses its strong imndignation at the slanderous, misleading and
untruthful portion of the Report which affects the Indian com-
munity and hereby records 1ts disapproval thereof.”

Proposed by Mr. Shums-ud-deen of Nairobi. Seconded by Mr,
M. A. Desai of Nairoba.

Resclution No 30

The following items were adopted as one resolution to be
submitted to the Government of Uganda Protectorate. (a)
% That plots for buildings be granted to the Indian community on
g9 years leases, that shorter leases be extended with an option of
getting them turned into freehold. (b) That arrangements be
made to allot Crown lands to the Indian community for agricul-
tural purposes, and that Indians be allowed to purchase freehold
land from the natives. (c) That trade should be free, and that,
as in India, there should be no licences or reWtrictions, (d) In
view of the constant increase of thefts and crimes 1n the country
the Government be pleased to secure the services of trained
Indian and European Police and Civ'l Servants, (e¢) That Govern-
ment should open schools at all centres where there are 20 boys
or non-natives, of school going age, (f) That there should be
equal treatment of non-natives, as they pay equal taxes. (g)
That Indians be represented on all bodies. 'It;my will be a great
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help as they will supply first-hand information (g) That more
accommbdation be provided for Iudians on steamers and Railway
in first, second and third classes * (i) Ipdian soldiers be allowed
to settle i the country (j) Registered medical and legal Practi-
tioners of India be allowed to practise 1n the country,

Proposed by Dr Lahna Singh of Kampala gecnnd by Mr,
Asha Ram of Jinja Supported by Mr. M A Desai of Nairobi

Resolution No 31

“That in the humble opinion of this Coungress, the claims of
Indian shop-keepers of the Kis1 District in the Nyanza Province
in connection with the loot by the native tribes of the district in
1914 are payable by the local Government of East Africa Protec
rorate and not by the Foreign Claims' Commuttee, 1in as much as
the property was looted by the natives of the District themselves,
and not by German Troops and therefore this Congress most
respectfully prays for an early payment especially 1n view of the
fact that money from the natives of the said District has already
been realised.”

Proposed by Mr, Muhammadbhoy Kassumbhoy Lakha of
of Kisumu. Seconded by Mr Hassumbhoy Jamal of Kisumu,

Resolution No. 32

“That this Congress does not approve of the present practice
of the Zanzibar Government of investing its surplus revenue
with other Governmeuts and 1s of the opinion that such surplus
revenue be utilised in establishing agricultural bank and such
investments as would be conducive to the economic interest
of the Zanzibar Protectorate.”

Proposed by Mr. Yusufalll Esmailji Jeewanjee of Zanzibar
Seconded by Mr. Rana of Daressalaam.

ResoruTion No. 33

# That this Congress requests the Government of the Zanzibar
Protectorate to immediately orgamse a Municipality in Zanzibar,
with a good proportion of elected Indian Representatives.”

Proposed by Mr. Bakshi of Mombasa. Seconded by Mr. Rana
of Daressalaam.

ResoLuTioN No. 34

“That this Congress is of opinion that the clause in the Bill
of Lading of the British India Steam Navigation Company which
reads as follows, be amended to the value of Rs. 1,500 per freight
ton and Rs. 750 per package :(—

“The company will not be accountable for gold, silver, bullion
specie, jewellery, precious metals, plated wares, documents, works
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of art, watches, silks or oitler p‘cﬂms or valuable artftles 1o any
respect, or goods of any descriplion whatever beyond the alue of
Rs. 500 freight ton, or,elafively for any -pprtion thereqf, or
beyond the amount of Rs. 250 for any one package, o¥relatively
for any portion thereof, unless a declaration of the~'valye of
such gonds has been made prior to shipment, and a specia) written
shipping order or advice note granted forsame,and uniéss the Bill
of Lading be sigued for such goods, and the value'declared there.”

Proposed hy Mr. Bukshi of Mombasa, seconded by Mr,
Hasanalli Mulla Dawoodj: of Mombasa

ResoruTion No. 33

“That this Congress, representing the entire Indian commu-
nity of British East Africa, Ugauda, Zanzibar and Ex German
East Africa protessing various religions, views with, grave dnxiety,
{1) the threatned dirmemberment of Turkey fhorty «European
nowers, (2) the intended transference of the holy places of Islam
from the temporal power of Khahfa, (3) the distribution of the
Turkish Empire amoug the Allies, and trusts His Majesty's
Government will secure fulfilment of the pledge given by the
Right Honourable Mr Lloyd George regarding Turkey on the
6 Januaty, 1918, to the «flect that the rehgious places hke Mecca,
Madma, Asia Minor and Constantinople as their capital having a
predominant Mushm population must remain under Tuikish
Soveregnty.”

ResoLurion No 36

“That this Congress uirges the Local Government of the East
Alfrica Pictectorate to repeal the Depoitation Oirders passed under
Martial Law 1n 1914, 15. 16 apainst Messrs, K, W. Ritch, R B,
Patel, Meharchand Puriy Tnath Ram, Bauosilal and all other mem-
bers of the Indian community ”

Moved by the President.
ResoLuTtion No 37

“Inasmsch as the Indian community pays a laiger share of the
Mumcpal taxes, owns very considerable vested interests and has
a preponderating majority in the population of the township of
Nairobi, this Congress requests the Government of East Africa
Piotectorate-to giant to the Indian community the right 1o elect
the same number of members as that of the non official European
members on the Nairobi Municipal Commattees.”

Proposed by Mr, M. A. Desai and seconded by Mr, Mangal
Dass, both of Nairob: and ex-elected Indian Municipal Members.
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ResolutiomNo. 38
d& ird 10 the necessity of formation of a per.
'ngqtoﬁ;s:uhtu ‘to casdduct théswork of the Congress,
oD resdives that such Combhittee shall be appointed,
an%lgr;-ﬂ..n{i. Varma shall be ifs first General Secretary.
_Praposed by Mr, G B. Tadvalker of Nairobi. Seconded by
Mr. M. A..Desai of Narob.
Resolution No. 39

“This Congress firmly resolves that this 1s the opportune
moment for sending 1o England a deputation, without delay, of the
Indian representatives fiom East Africa, Uganda, Zanzibar and ex-
Germaneﬁau Africa to tepresent the Indian cause personally to
the Right Honcurable the Secretaries of State for the Colonies and
for India, the public, Members of Paihament. and the prominent
Indians 1n England.”

Proposed by Mr, B S. Varma of Narobi. Seconded by Mr,
Shums-udd deen of Naitobt Supported by Mr. G.B. Tadwalker of

Nairobt.

Resolution No. 40
“ Resolved that an adeguate fund be raised for the permanent
maintenance of the Congress and for sending an Indian Deputation
to England to get the guevances ot the Indian communuy in

Eustern Africa redressed ”
Proposed by Mr M A, Desai of Nairobi, Seconded by Mr,

G. B. Tadwalker of Nairobi.
Resolution No, 41
“ That this Congress hereby authorises the President to send
copies of the Proceedings to the Governments concerned and to
such newspapers, public bodies and personages as he may deem
”

fit
Proposed b{' Mr, B, S, Varma of Nairobi. Seconded by Mr.

M. A. Desai of Nairobi,
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Btatement of 8ir G. Barnes.

AL the meeting of the Imperial Igislative Council bm the
19 Sep 1919 Sir George Barnes, replying to Sir Dinshah Wacha's
question regarding Indian traders 1n East Africa, said :

The attention of the Government of India has been drawn to
a statement which was published in the p.ress made by the Com-
mittee of the Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau regarding
East African Trade. 1iegret to say that the starement of the
Commuttee, that colour prejudice has begun to make itself felt 1n
East Africa, appears from the information which we zeceived
from the various sources to be no: unfounded. In March last,
we received a Deputation of Indians from East Africa, headed by
Mr Ahbhai Jeeramji, and were much impresssed with the sober
and convinang way in which they stated their grievances His
Excellency the Viceroy at once telegraphed a summary of their
gnevances to the Secretary of State, and urged strongly that thewr
claims should receive sympatheuic consideration. The memorial
presented by the Deputation was subsequently forwaided to the
Secretary of State with a despatch in which the Government of
India urged that there was no justification 11 a Crown Colony or
Protectorate for assigming to Brutish Indians status in any way
mnferior Lo that of any other class of His Majesty’s -ubjects resi-
dent 1n the colony. The Government of India further urged not
only that the more galhing disabihities of Indians 1n East Africa
should be removed, but also that their claims to a share 1n the
Government of the country by adequate representation on the
Legislauve Council and on local bodies should be sympathetically
considered  The committee’s statement also refers to another
grievance which was not mentioned by the Deputation, namely
that an attempt 1s being made to remove Indian ginneries from
the leading industrial places hke Kampala It had already been
brought to the notice of the Government of Indsa that the cotton
policy of the Uganda Government was hkely to injure Indian
trade interests, We have more than once addressed the Secretary
of State on the subject, protesting most strongly agamnst the
yestrictions on trade which particularly affect the Indian owned
gnneries at the ports. The Hon. Member will be glad to hear
also that a meeting of the Uganda Chamber of Commerce, at



