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which only one Indian was present, passed a resolution that the
proposals of the Uganda Government, if carried out, would con-
stitute very grave injustice to the ginning industry, and would be
a serious interference with the freedom of trade.

Regarding the policy of segregation, to which the Hon,
Member specifically refers, we have received papers from the
Secretary of State from which it appears that in a report on sani-
tary matters in East African Protectorate, Uganda and Zanzibar,
Professor W. J Simpson, who s one of the leading authorities
on tropical samitation, has recommeded the division of residential
areas nto separate lanes iu which different building regulations
should be enforced by the sanitary authorities, The Secretary of
State has already protested against any such division being based
on racial discrimination, and has pomnted out that Professor
Simpson himself has ohserved in his report that the division
1nto separate zones would not prevent any European, Asiatic or
African from owmng land of buildings 10 any zone, provided they
conformed te the provisions relating to these zones. The Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies has promised to give further con-
sideration to the guestion




Indians in South Africa.

Early in the year 1919 the Union Parliament of South Africa
passed a drastic Anui-Indian Law cnppling\l.ﬂhe freedam of Indimgys
settled there. The following pages give all necessary informa-
tions about this matter,

Act II1 of '85, the Republican Gold Law of South Afica,
was directed against the indentured Indian Labour=rs, who it was
feared at that tme mmght innundate the Transvaal from Naial
which has a large Indian Settlement. The Gold Law imposed
heavy legal restrictions on the acquisition of land by the Indian
Labourers,Then 1n 1908 another Geld Law (Transvaal) was passed
which prohibited * 1n respect of the occupation by coloured pénple
{which included all Non-white pegple) of property in pro-
claimed areas”, the prohibition extending to all classes of Indians,
including big merchants long resident for trade. The Smuts-
Gandhi agreement came next after long struggle led by Mahatma
Gandhi (see p 339, 344). In the Cape (Natal) the coloured men
can acquire property, and the recent legislation of the
Transvaal threatens not only to exclude Indians from acgniring
any land-right but also to deprive those who have by long resi-

dence acquired 1.

DEPUTATION TO THE SECRETARY
OF STATE.

On August 28, 1919 an 1mportant and influential
deputation waited upon the Rt. Hon. E. S, Montagu, M. P.,
Secretary of State, to protest against the recent legislation
enacted by the Union Parliament ot S, Africa affecting the rights
of residence, trade, and the ownership of fixed property of
Transvaal Indians, and to make representation theieon The
deputation consisted of Dewan Bahadur V.P. Madhava Rac
Mr. N. C, Kelkar, Hon Surendranath Banerjea, Sir J D. Rees,
Bart., M. P,, Sir Wilham Meyer, K. C. 1 E.. Mr. A. Yusuf Ali,
C.B.E., Hou. M. S. Suimvasa Sastri, Hon. Dr. Tej Bahadur
Sapru, Mr. M Ramachandra, Mr. N. M. Samarth, Hon. C. Y.
Chintamani, Hon. G. M. Bhurgri, Mr. C. P. Ramaswami Aiyer,
Mr. S.L. Polak, Mr. Chakkarai Chetty, Mr. Chenchiah, and
Mr. H. N, Kunzru. Many of the members of this deputation
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were then in England in connection with the constitutional re
forms forIndia.

The deputation was introduced by the Hon. Surendranath
Banerjea, The proceedings began with an expression of regret
on behalf of those present at the death of General Botha,
memorandum which was read by Mr. Polak on Mr. Banerjea’s
behalf, dealt with the fresh grievances and disabilities im
on the Transvaal Indian community by the passage of the
Trading and Land Act, and asked that it should be repealed,
th-t full citizeuship rights should be granted to the Indians of
South Africa, and that respovsible Indians should be associated
with the enquiry nto the Indwn question which is to be entrust-
ed to a Commission recently promsed by the acting Prime
Minister of the Union. The memorandum also asked that full
effect should be given to the reciprocity resolution passed at the
Imperial Conference of 1917, as 1t would have an appreciable
moral effect and enhance thre status of Indians 10 the Dominions.

Mr Banerjea supplemented the memorandum with a few
remarks of his own  He referred to the services rendered by
India during the War, the position assigned to her in the League
of Nations, and the policy which was being pursued by His
Majesty’s Government in order to enable her to make a begin-
ning in the direction of Responsible Government. In conclusion
he added that, as General Smuts, who was present at the Impe-
ri#, Conference in 1917, and who had promsed that, as there
was no fear of an unlimited influx of Indians to South Africa,
the gnievances of the Indians would be sympathetically dealt
with, would 1n all probability be the next Prime Mimster of the
Union, he hoped that the serious disabilities under which Indians
were labouring would be promptly removed.

He was followed by Sir J D. Rees, Bart M. P, who expressed
sympathy with the Indian commumty, and referred especially
to the services rendered ta their cause by Sir Mancherji Bhownag-
gree.

Sir Wilham Meyer said that the Government was entirely
at one with the educated Indians in this matter and that it
would continue to press the claims of Indians ro just and humane
treatment as vigorously as it had done 1u the past. He hoped
that its protests would produce some effect, but, if they did aot,
the Government of India should be given the power to pass
retaliatory measares dealing with South Africans as they had
dealt with Indians.
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The Hon, Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru, a membes of the Viceroy's
Legislative Council, was in favour of retaliatory mheasures, but
was afraid that their practical effect would not be much., He
submitted, therefore, that the Imperial Government should
regard it as its duty to protect Indians against oppression.

Mr. Montagu, who spoke very feelingly and eloguently, said
that he had never seen at the Counail a deputation mofe
\epresentative of Indian public opinion and of India's unity and
strength than the one assembled that evening. He was entirely
of the same view as the deputation, and said that there was a
legitimate ground for grave dissatisfaction at the treatment
meted out to the South African Indians after the speeches
delivered by General Smuts and Mr. Burton at the Impenal
Conference of 1917 and 1918 (See Ann. Reg. 1919) He then dealt
with the various remedial measures put forward by the deputation.
He hoped that the reciprocity resolution would be put 1ato effect
if it were necessary to do so, but he agreed with Dr. Sapru 1n
thinking that it would not benefit Indians matenallv. He was of
opinion that attention should be directed to the Commission of
Enquiry, and he urged earnestly that Indians should give evidence
before 1t,declaring that its recommendations would be a test of the
sincerity of the welcome given to India by the representatives of
the Dominions at the Impenal Conference. In view of the
importance of the enquiry, the Government of India had asxed
that at should be represented on the Commussion by two persons,
one official and the other a non official Indian  This request had
been supported by the Colomal Office. If 1t were acceded to by
the Union Government the greatest care would be exercised n
selecting representatives who enjoyed the confidence of the Indian

P“.q.l"

he deputation then withdrew, after an expression of warm
appreciation at the cordiality and sympathy with which it had
been received by the Secretary of Stiate

Note by Mahatma M. K. Gandhi.

Mr. Montagu's reply to the deputation that awaited on him
on the South African question 1s re-assuring so far as it goes.
It is a matter for great satisfaction that he will secure Indian
representation upon the Commission, provided of course that
representation 1s equal to that of the Anti-Asiatic party and
provided further that the Commission has no power to diminish
the existing rights of British Indians and provided further that
the Asiatic Bill just passed remains in abeyance and that the
Commission is given the power to recommend its withdrawal..
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Past promises, " considerations of equity and justice, the exem-
plary conduct of the Indian settiers of South Africa, their contri-
bution to the late South African war at the lime of the Zulu
rebellion and the European war, make an overwhelming case
against any diminution of existing rights. The Commission, in
order to be just and effective, can only contemplate the relaxs-
tions, for which the justification 1s the strong prejudice onl
against Indians on the part of the European traders. But su¢
unreasoning prejudice mav he pleaded as a cause in a system of
government that 1s inefficient and corrupt. The Imperial
Government to be truly Imperial most have, under certain
ctrcumstances, be they ever so rare, powers of effective inierven-
tion for the protection of weaker interests It is, therefore, not
possible for Indian public opinion 1o accept Mr. Montagu's
dictum that an exercise of the veto is politically unfeamble.
The veto 1s not merely a moral check, but in exceptional cases it
must prove a very matenal and tangible check upon excesses and
upon 1njustice ~ The Empire to hold together must have some
basic principles from which no member dare depart. If Mr.
Montagu 1s convinced, as he apparently is, of the injustice of the
Asiatic Act and of its controverting the principles of the British
constitution, where 1s the difficulty about vetoing the Act?
The utmost that can happen 1s that South Africa may secede from
the Imperial partnershup. Surely, 1t were a thousand times
better that South Africa should cease to be a member of the
Empire than that it should corrupt and undermine the whole of
the Impenal fabric. 1t s infinitely better that the Empire has
fewer partners than there are, but all working together in the
same upward direction, than that it should by coquetting with
legalised confiscations and such other immoralities sow the seeds
of 1ts own disruption. And after all, selfishness, greed and
injustice are hand-maids of cowardice. There is no reason to
fear that a2 wholesomg and timely exercise of the Royal veto
will create any great stir in South Africa. The late Sir Henry
Parkes, if my recollection serves me right, did 1ssue a threat of
secession or some such thing when the late Mr. Chamberlain
dared the Aostralian Immigration Restrniction Act containing a
ractal bar,

But I am free to confess that so long as milder measures are
available, the extreme remedy of vetomng ought not to be applied,
It 13 undoubtedly like z strong blister causing great though
momentary pain, and therefore to be spaningly used. The pro-
posed Commussion, if there is a sirong Indian rcpresentation
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upon it, should prove effective emough for the| purpose to be
attained. The best thing, therefore, for the time being is to con-
centrate public opinion upon a strong Commissign and a proper
safe-guarding reference under which it should act,

It was a great relief to find Mr, Montagu not-falling mnto the
Reciprocity trap prepared by Sir Williagg Meyer, fet me hopd n
a hbasty moment, 1 am sorry Mr Bannerjl so easily fell into it
It is murdering the language to use so good a word as Reciprocity
for so bad a cause as the one under notice. 1f we muost go n for
a bad thing, we must at lesst recognise 1t by 1its correct name
which 1s Retaliation Personally, I do not believe in retahation
at all. It alwaysinthe end returns with redoubled force on the
retaliator, But as the Zimes of /ndia which 1s rendening signal
service §o the cause of our countrymen mn Scuth Afiica very
rightly points out, retahation miscalled reciprocity can serve no
earthly purpose 1n the present case *‘Its main objection 1s iits
utter futility,” and if we ever embark upon this very unpractical
method, it will be hailed with satisfaction by the Anu-Asiatic
party 1n South Afnica, and we shall be cursed by the hundred and
fifty thousand Indians whose very existence 1s at stake. (Oné may
retaliate when the stake 1s good. It 1s ternble to think of it wheun
it is men and women who constitute the stake. What comfort can
1t be to our countrymen 1 Svuth Afiica, for India to be able to
send back a steamer-load of cargo from South Africa.



Gandhi-Barnes Correspondence.

A porton of the correspondence that passed between
Mr. Gandhi and the Hon Sir George Barnes, Commerce
and Industries Member of the Government of India, in regard
to the Asiatic Trading Awmendment Act passed by the
South African Legislature was 1ssued to the Press by Mr.
Gandhi. It consists nf two letters, one wrntten by Sir George
Barnes to Mi. Gandni ot the 18th July, '19 reviewing the position
mm South Africa at lengih, regreting that protest from the
Government of India‘had been unavailling and assuring that the
Government would consider most anxiously further action to be
taken when the full text of the new Statute 1s received ; and the
other being Mr. Gandhi's reply to Sir George Barnes.

Letter from 8ir (George Barnes— Resume of
Events in South Africa, 18 July 1919.

Drar Mgr. GaNDHI,

I sent you only a very short note a few days ago in answar to
your letter of the 3rd July, because | wanted to defer a fuller
answer until | was able to deal with 1he subject at length which
it deserves, 1 told you, in my first note, that I felt certain that
you needed no assurance from me that the events in South Africa,
which have led up to the passing of the new statute have caused
the Viceroy and myself deepest anxiety, and that His Excellency
has repeatedly pressed the lndian case on the Colonial Office
through the Secretary of State for India. I was mysell, as you
very possibly kuow, 1n South Africa when the present sitoation was
beginniug to develop. I saw Lord Buxton many times and know
that he was in constant touch with his Mimsters on the subject
and did everything m his power to safeguard Indian interests.
As youn know, the present trouble arose from an injunction which
Krugersaorp Municipal Council obtained at the beginuing of this
year from the Supreme Court at Pretonia, under Section 130 and
131 of the Transvaal Precious and Base Metals Act, 1908,restraining
a European firm from permitting Indians to reside on or occupy
certain stands 1n the township ot Krugersaorp. The Chairman
of the Transvaal British Indian Association, therenpon,telegraphed
to the Viceroy that the effect of this order would be the virtual
ruin of Indian miercantile community throughout Witwaterstand.
Another cable to the same effect from the same Association was
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received by yourself, a copy of which you forwarded to us. His
Excellency at once gave instruction that the cablé addressed by
the Trénsvadl British Indian Association to you (which was some
what foller in its terms than one addressed to himj should be
cabled in full to the Secretary of State and this was done. The
next step was a motion by a Cape Town member for the Selegt
Committee of the House of Assembly tq enquire into the new
disability of Indians created by the judgment of the Supreme
Court, The original object of this motion seems to have been
the removal of the disability and it is most regreitable that an
amendment was carried to extend the scope of the Committee’s
inquiry to cover the alleged evasion of the old Boer Law, No. 111
of 1885 by the formation of himited liabilty companies, The
whole position of Indian traders 1in Transvaal thus came under
examination and reports of subsequent debates in the House of
Assembly reveal only too clearly the feelings which were aroused.
We have not yet received a copv of the Bill which was introduced
as a result of the Commuttee's report, but from information
received I-understand the effect of the new law (for the il is
now a statute) is a follows : (1) Statutory protection 1s given to
existing trading rights held by Indians on (he 1st May, 19149, in
Government townships and on proclaimed land in Transvaal, both
n respect of the present holders of hcences and of their successors-
in-title so long as business remains in the same township (2) The
existing restrictive provistons of the Precious and Base Metals
Act 1908 remain 1n force and from 1st May, 1919 no fresh trading
licences except renewals will be granted toIndians in Government
townships or on proclaimed land in Transvaal. (3) The nghts in
fixed property acquired before Mav 1st, 1919, by Indian companies
are respected, but 1n future restrictions of law No, 3 of 1885 will
apply to companies as well as io individuals.
We do not yet know how the right to hold mortgages on fixed
groperty is affected, but we have telegraohed to the Secretary of
tate for information. On the other hand, ] am glad to be able
to tell you that the additional clauses which was adopted by the
House of Assembly empowering the licences quthorities to refuse
trading licences to Indians generally, not only on proclaimed land
but thioughout Transvaal. was deleted Yu the Senate The
telegram which we received from the Chairman of the Transvaal
British IndianAssociation towards the end of May gave us reason
to anticipate that the refusal of new licences mght be made gene-
ral, and H. E. the Viceroy at once warned the Secretary of State
who was able to press for the deletion of the clause before
it was too late. This, I think, was the clause to which you
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specially referred in your letter, and you did not, of course, know
that its deletion had been secured when you wrote. So far as
trading licence and the administration of Precious and Base
Metals Act 1908 are concerned, [ do not think that the Union
Government would admit that they had broken the compact of
1914. They would claim indeed to have scrupulously observed it.
In the words of Mr, George's letter of 30th June, 1914, to fv,rt'm,
they then undertook, with regard to the administration of ex-
isting law, to see that they are adminisiered in a just manner and
with due regard to vested nghts, They would now claim with
some reason that they had not only undertaken legislation to set
aside a ruling of the Pretoria Supreme Court, which affected
vested rights existing from before 1914, but had also gone beyond
their tompact with you so as to protect vested nights, which had
come 1nto existence between 1914 and 1st May, 1919. They
would not admit that it was a breach of compact to take steps to
prevent what they would call further evasion of the law which
was passed 1n 1908, We may protest against the law of 1908,
but you will know from your own experience how hard it is to
get it altered The present position 1s ' hat all vested rights have
been validated beyond dispute and cannot again be challenged in
the courts. Your compact 1m 1914 with General Smuts, which
has hitherto rested only on Mr. George's letter of 3oth June, 1914
to you, has now been definitely legalised. This s to the good.
The bad side from the Indian point of view is that the growth of
new vested rights 1s stopped as from 1st May, 1919, The Union
Government might also argue that vested rights which have
already been acquired by companies in <pite of law No 1II of
1885 are respected and that the amendment of the Act is only
intended to prevent similar evasions in the future, The Govern-
ment of India would refuse to accept this argument They
associale themselves entirely with the view exniessed by Lord
Sinha in the Memorandum which he laid before the lmperial
Conference of 1918, that law No IIl of 1885 1s an anachronism
and opposed to the spint of modern legisiation. They have
exj resced this view and consider that the new Law 1s difficult to
reconcile with Mr. Burton's undertaking at the Conference of
1918, when he said: “As far as we are concerned i South Africa
we are 1n agreement with the propossl of referring Lord Sinha's
Memorandum to the consideration of cur Government and we will
give it the most sympathet.c consideration that we can certainly”,
It 1s greatly to be regretted that protests of the Government of
India have been unavailing At the same time | understand that
the view of those in Cape Tcwn who have at heart the interests
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of Indians 1n South Africa, is that no more gantrous recommen-
dations, even if inade by the Select Commutes would have had
any prospect of acceptance by the House of Assembly, We are
now awaiting the receipt of the full text of the new Statute and
we shall then consider most anxiously what further action should
be taken, Of course you are welcome to make any use you may
think fit of this lette:,

Mr. Gandhi’s Reply
Mr. Gandhi in his reply to the above wrote : —
Dear Sir GrorGF BARNKS,

I thank you for your full letter of the 18 instant regarding the
recently enacted Transvaal Asiaiic Law  In view of the last sen-
tence of your letter Tam publishing it together with, my reply.
i am deeni'y grateful that the Viceroy and you have been moviog
in the matter. I am, however, sorrv to have 10 observe that the
information placed at your disposal asto the true natore of the
Bill 18 incomplete, 1f not misleading, and so 1s the 1ntormation
1egarding the judgment of the Transvaal Supreme Court referred
to 1 your letter. [Mr, Gandhi then gues on to give at great
length what he considersto be the true position. Proceeding lie
observes :—] I kuow you are overworked. My only fear 1s that as
you have toact unon briefs prepared for you and as a powerful
Government, hike theUnion Government, can far more easily gain
your ear thau a handful of British Indians of South Africa, their
case may suffer ssmoly from want of information. Do you kuow
that the Indians of S. Africa raised® an ambulance corps wnich
served under General Smuts 1n S, Africa? Is this new law to be
their reward? I ought not to bring in war services 1n order to
secure the protection af an elementary nght which considerations
alike to honour and justice entitle them to. I commend to your
attention the report of the Select Committee of the Umon House
of Assembly. I will gladly lend you a copy if you do not have one
yourself. Regarding fixed property, you have nut got full infor-
mation, I know you will share my sorrow. The Union Govern-
ment unmindful of their written word, accepted an amendmsznt
“prohibating the holding of mortgages by the Asiatics on property
except as security for dona fide loan or investment and providing
that anyAsatic Company which aquired fixed property after the
1st nstant should dispose of the same within two years or a fure
ther period as fixed by a competent Court with a rider that 1o the
event of failure 10 do so the property might be sold by an order
of the Cogrt.” I am quoting from Reuter's cable, dated 23rd May
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from Capetown. You will see this completes legalised confisca-
tion of the property nights throughouit the Transvaal and virtually
the itrade rights within the gold Area of the Indian settlers,
There was no evasion of law 1II of 1885 Indians did openl

what the law permited them to do, and they shouid be left free
to dn so [ do not wish to proloug this tale of agony. The
Government of India are bound to proiect the rights of the
2,000 Indian setilers in the Transvaal at any cost. Here s my
solution Law III of 1885 authorises the Government to
appmint waids and streets in which Indians can hold fixed pro-
perty. In wvirtue of this authorty they can declare streets and
wards of the Gold Area rownships for Asiatic residence and
ownership and they can insiruct the receivers ofrevenue to 1ssue
trade licences in respect of such streets and wards to lawful
Indian applicants, This will be pending the Commission pro-
mised by the acting Prime Mimster, Mr. Malan. The Government
of India can see by sending a strong reptesentative that the
commission does not prove as abortive as the Select committee
of the House of Assembly. The Dominions may have the right
to regulate ymmigranon hut as part of a professedly civilised
Europe they canoot exclude resident settlers. The proposed com-
misston should result 1n the abolition of all the racial restriction
upon such settlers,



Indians in 8. Africa.

Conference at Johannesburg—Aug 3, 1919

An Emergency Conference of Indian delegates from all parts
of the Union of South Africa was held at the Palladium Theatre,
Johannesburg, on Sunday, Aug 3, 1919. Mr.E. [. Aswat presided.
The Congress was formally opened by the Mayor of Johannesburg,
Mr. T. F. Allen, who paid atribute to the part they and their
countrymen in India bad taken in the War,

Mr. Aswat directed the attention of the Conference to the
disabilities of Indians in the Umion of South Africa The Peace,
he said, that they were lold was being inaugurated in the Council
Chambers of Europe and which was to be based upon equity, rnght
and justice, and not upon brute force and terrorism of the weaker
by the stronger—that peace, 1t would appear, was to have no
p?’ace for them Indians, Oun the contrary, all the indications
pointed to 1ts bemng the calculated day for the resumption of
hostilities by their enemy fellow-British subjects The peace
they enjoyed while the Great War waged and the 1ssue was doubt.
ful was seemingly bul a respite, a tactical restraint prompted by
considerations of expediency. While the War lasted. they were
of some value ; their men, their money, their goodwill, were de-
sirable and useful ! Also it was felt to be impolitic to offend Ind:a,
to which the Emgire iooked for so much valuable support. He
did not think that India had disappointed the Empire ; nor did
he think that Indian settlers in South Africa had failed to con-
tribute the:r little share Apparently they had served their turn
and their usefulness now ended they were to be relegated to the
old position, save that 1t was to be made somewhat worse. While
they recognised there was some reason in the opposition to un-
restricted Indian immigrauon, he ventured to say that South
Africa would be none the worse if the immigration law was relaxed
50 as to encourage some ofthe more cultured snns ot India to make
it their home. The Indians who had settled 1n the Transvaal and
had severed their connections with India found themselves con-
fronted with the most serious difficulties in bringing their
wives and children to join them—a policy which encouraged
degeneration and discouraged Indian settlers from regarding
South Africa as their home.
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The Resolution

The Congress lasted five days and concluded on Friday,
August 8,1919, The labours of theCongress resulted in 1wenty-one
resolutions. They embrace expressions of opinion on the legal
disabilities of Indians enforced in the different Provinces of the
Union.

The resolutions ask for just and sympathetic administration of
the laws with due regard to vested rights, and claim right of
entry of sons and daughters of resident Indians up to the age of
21, as well as children claiming guardiansiup, The Proclamation
declaring Asiatics, for the purposes of the Immigrants Regulation
Act, to be prohibited immugrans, 1s charactenised as insulting
and degrading, and its withdrawal 13 called for,

The Congress condemns the Provincial barriers restricting the
movements of resident Indians incon<istent with the idea of
the Umon Unul amending legislation cau be introduced to make
the Unionareal one the Congress asks that visiting permits should
be granted withoat thumb impressions to Indians who can sign
the apohication in Enghsh

The Congress demaunds the franchise as the pierogative of
British citizens,and, as a corollary the Indians express their willing-
ness L0 accent all the responsibilities of citizenship, including the
defence of the country agast the enemies of the King-Emperor,

Facilities are asked to enable the Indian farmers and store-
keepers 0 possess [ire arms for sell-protection,

Certain South African Railways' regulations are regarded by
the Congress as calculated 5 1njure the suscep.ibilities ot Indians,
and their removal 1s asked for as they are insulting,

The appomtment of fully quahfied ludian interpreters in the
Courts 1s pressed for, and that witness fees should be based on the
status of 2 witness, and not on racial grounds as now.

The 11ght is sought of appeal to the Supreme Court 1n case
of the refusal of the Incal authority to grant a new trading licence.
It is also asked that obstacles in the way of Indian students being
admitled to university and affihated colleges may be removed,

Rehef is sought in respect of trading and acquisition of lands in
Zululand, Uirecht and Vryheid. e

The Congress asked for the extension to Indian children of the
priociple of primary free and compulsory education; that Indian
teachers should have the same qualifications and grading as
Europeans ; and that opportunities be afforded to Indian children
to acquire technical and industrial training in the Provincial
colleges.
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The Congress records a strong protest against * rdcial and dis-
criminating ” legisiation 1 the Transvaal, and urges ypon Govern-
ment the imperative necessity of repealing or amending laws to
which so much exception 1s being taken.

The following potests were also recorded
by the Congress :

Against the system of investigation by police and immigration
authorities on non-white peoples as being derogatory to the self.
respect of the Indian communty.

Against the licensing authorities in the Cape Province being
empowered to refuse hicenses 1o Indiaus without assigning any
reason—a policy which, 1t 1s stated, tends to engender a spirit of

distrust and suspicton,
Against the prevention of Indians from trading in Native re-

serves ; and
Against the number of educated entrants 1o Natal or the Cape

Province being fixed,
Finally the Congress asked for the recognition of the wives

and munor children of marnages i1ecogmesed by the religivus
tenets of Indians,



The Anti-Indian Law in
Transvaal.

The Transvaal British Indian Association petitioned Parlia-
ment in February 1919 against the disciminating provisions of
the Transvaal Gold Law of 1908 which as interpreted in the
judgment of the Kugersdrop Municipality v. Beckett prohibited
“coloured persons” from residing on land other than that appoint-
ed by the Miming Commissioner; alse that no right on land
under that law may be acquired by any coloured person.

Again the case of Motan v. Transvaal Government dacided
that the Commussioner of Inland Revenue cannot refuse trade
license to coloured persons as such, yet as grocery shops, eating
houses stc. were under the control of municipalities, the latter
had persistently retused licenses to Indians ou the sole ground
that they were Indians, and this even when the Magistrate
overruled the decision of the Municipality,—against this too the
Indian association petitioned Parhament—

In March 1919 the Umion Parhament appointed a Select
Committee to enquire and report on these matters. The
Committee reported on April 30 and recommended,

1. That the vested nghts of Indians who were carrying on
business on proclaimed mumng areas m June 1914 should be
respected.

2. That the vested rights of Indians who since that date
obtained trading licenses and are carrying on business on soch
areas should also be respected.

3 That Indians should have the nght to transfer their existing
businesses to other Indians legally residing 1n the Transvaal.

4. That steps should at once be taken to make 1t impossible
for any Asiatic’in future to obtain hicense for a new business.

s, That Transvaal law 3 of 1885 should be so amended as to
extend the land-owning disabilities therein to any companies of
* which the controlling interest 1s possessed by Asiatics.

The Bill drawn up bythe Select Commuttee, the Asiatics Land
and Trading amendment Act 1919, based on these recommen-
dations had a stormy passage though the House, A strong
Anti-asiatic league was orgamised aud it fought hard against the
passage of the bill. To placate them and so to abtair the passage
of the bill through the house, the Acting Prme Minister, Nf.
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F. 8. Malan, promised the Union Parliament that the Govern-

would apooint a Commission to enquire: and repart
on the “whole Indian question in the Transvaal” Transvaal
Indians number ten thousand only. The bulk of the
150,000 South African Indians are domiciled in Natal, which small
Province contains 133,0000f them. They are for the most part
the descendants of formerly indenturqﬂ_ﬁ coolies. The Cape
Province contains 6,500 Indians, and th® Omange Free State
only about 106,

There isa deep and widespread conviction in the minds of
both British and Dutch in the Union that in the interests of
the South African Dominion, with 1ts large native population and
complex colour problems, the presence of Asiatic traders n the
Union is highly detrimental and should cease

There was a strong feeling in the Union Assembly Select
Committee that dealt with the Transvaal Indian question that
the Bill was very moderate and consderate. This opinion was
held because of the feeling that the Smuts-Gandhi agreement of
r914 had been broken by the Transvaal Indians in spitit at any
rate if not 1n the letter ; because 1t was understood in 1934 -that
there would be no additional Asiatic trading in the Transvaal
mining areas. The great point of the Smuts Gandhi agreement
was respecting the vested nghts " of Indians ; but, it was
understood at the same time to be restricted to the Indians
in the Transvaal ninming areas.

The decision of the Select Commattee steered a middle course
between the nival views put forward by the Lugersdorp and
other Tranavaal Municipalities and the Federation of Ratepayers’
Apssociations of Johannesburg on the one hand, and, on the other,
by three spokesmen of the Transvaal British Indians.

The position taken up by the Municipalities and the ratepayers
was this: '‘We take our stand on the 1914 Smuts-Gandhi agree-
ment, The spint and meaning of that agreement was, on the one
side, that the vested nghts of Indians of whatever nature were to
be respected, and on the other side, that the Indians under-
took that there should be no acquisition of new rights by Indians
in the Transvaal. That agreement has been broken by the
Indians, who have not only acquired land-owning rights by the
“limited company subterfuge' but who have actually opened
new businesses in the Transvaal since that date, We now demand
that a return be made to the position of affairs at the time of the
agreement. Let all Asiatic Companies formed since that date
be expropriated, and let 'all licenses granted since then be revoked
ang let legislation for these two purposes be passed.’
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Dr. Frederick Krause, who was. the ?rincipal Indian spokas-
man, made answer denying that the Indians had broken faith.

He pointed out that a right could vest in an individual eyen:
though it was not exercised, and the individual in whom a vight
had vested could exercise it at any moment he chose. The jd

right chiefly protected under the 1914 agreement was the right to
trade, and therallore an Indian who was not a trader at the tinié
of the agreement still had the right to become one later Simis
larly, 2 man who was trading as a hawker at the time of the
agreement had the right to expand his business and trade as a
general dealer, In this way many of the new licences were’
accounted for. As for the question of landholding companies,
that was a perfectly legal proceeding, To say it was an evasion
of the law was to talk nonsense. *‘Evauon'is a shibboleth
which to a lawyer—a good lawyer—should have no meaning at
all, Every thing 1s within the law or it is not.” What the
Indians had done was done with the full cognisance of the Gov-

ernment, who ever since 1909 had registered Asiatic companies
without once atrempting to prevent such registration or to ime
troduce preventive legislation,

Dr., Krause went further and submitted that the Gandhi agree.
ment was not meant to be final; and he quoted Mr. Gandhi’s
words in a farewell letter written by him before he went from S.
Africa : “We are entitled to full rights of trade, interprovincial
migration, and ownership of landed propertv being restored in
the not distant future.” Dr, Krause thus defined the Indians'
demands : “The people in whose behalf I am speaking here
think that the time has now arrived, not to speak of vested rights,
but they consider rhat they are entitled, as far as their trade, re-
sidence, and occupation are concerned, to the full rights of any
citizen of South Africa”

In the pevson of Mr. Morris Alexander South African fhdians
had on the Committee an ardent advocate. On three occasions
when the Committee divided he voted as a minority of one in
favour of the Indian demands, and he formulated two motiong
bat without success for the removal of all trade and other res-
trictions imposed on the Indian community.

The strong agitation raised over this bill led to a series of
communications between 1he Government of India, the Secy. of
State and the Union Government of S. Africa, and after long
negotiations it was settled that India was to be represented “not
on but before” the proposed Commission (promised by Mr, Malan)
by Sir W, Roberison deputed by the Government of India.

There was however protracted delay ip appointing the
Commission of enquiry thoogh the Bili was passed and becoms
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law. The Commission was appointed omly in February of this
ysar (3920, _ -

Meanwhile preparations were pushed by both sides to present
their case as strongly as possible, The British Indian association
met st Johannesburg as detailed on o. 342. The powerful Anti
asiatic league convened a large and influential Congress cepresent-
ing trade union, chambers of commerce % pofitical, industrial
and commercial interests in general at Pretoria on 4 September
1919, Violent anti-Indian speeches were made 1n this congress,
wantonly attacking the claims and also the character of Indians,

passing insistent resolutions urging the immediate repatria-
tion of all Indians settled in Transvaal,

Statement of Government Officers.

On Nov. 7, 1919, the Hon N.J, Wer, Minister of Justice met
a large number of delegates from his constituency with reference to
thelgniatic question, Mr, De Wet said that the Government agreed
that the Asiatic question should he dealt with inview of the iu-
creasing strength of the menace , but they had tg4 it
along definite lines, and not indulge either in panic lojidl
in action that would not carry the matter to some reENRHRRGH.
The Government wanted a Commission to report off the position,
Even under the criminal law they could not deport any person
who was South African born ; and they could not deport Indians
who had been born in the country, as they were domiciled here,
and no other country would have them.

He added : Al this nonsense about the British Government
interfering with us on this question 1s moonshine. The
British Government does not interfere in this matter at all.
It naturally watches the question from the point of view of the
Indian Dominion, and 1t might make friendly recommendations
to us, gs any other Government would do. The Indian Govern-
ment 18 watching 1t, and this Government could not refuse the

uest of the Indian Government to send a representative, Sir
William Robertson, to look after the interests of their subjects.
It wonld be a very churlish and unfriendly act on the pait of any
Government to refuse a reasonable request of that sort.

He also said that the Government realised that the Asiatic
menace was growing stronger year by year. There was a
lot of vague -talk about doing this ur doing that, but they
had to proceed on certain definite lines. he Government
wanted evidence first, and it was not prepared to reopen
the whole Indian question. The Indians, for instance, wanted
to. ve-open the question of immigration, which was settled
in 1943 ; byt the Government would not doso. Indians aill
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came in, no doubt ; but not in large numbers. If, however, any-
one would give him evidence in regard to Indians coming into
the country illegally, giving names and places, he waould see that
steps were taken to test the matter and to have them out. But
it was largely vague talk with which the Government had to deal,
As far as legislation was concerned, the door was closed against
Asiatics ; but as . far as administration was concerned, he would
not say that everyone had been kept out, The Government
would act promptly in carrying out the law. But the Indians in
the country had to be fairly treated.

The Government of course could not go in for panic legislation,’
and he considered that if the Collins amendment (prohibiting
all Transvaal Indian licenses) had goune through Parliament,
it would have been a blot, as it would not have been fair
or just. On the question of the menace the Government
was entirely at one with them, and alsoon the question of re-
stricting trading ; but as far as regarding repatriation he did not
know that 1t was passible. The Government was not champion-
ing the cause of the Asiatics, It would be for the country and
the people to decide if they would agree to be taxed to pay for
compensation and repatriation. [t was a question for the whole
of South Afnica. Neither he nor the Government was afraid of
the Indian question. A great deal of pohitical capital was being
made oul of the gquesuon by the Nationalists by whom he had
been attacked ; but the position was one which had to be
considered with cool heads and with due regard to all the issues
involved,

On November 8, 1919, Sir Thomas Watt, Minister of the In-
terior, speaking at Richmond, Natal, referring to the Indian
question, said that some little time ago the Government had
promised to appoint a Commussion (0 enquire into the question
of trading licenses and as soon as good or suitable men could be
got the Commission would be appointed It was not intended
that the Commussion should engure into the question of land
being acquired by Indians, but, if they so desired, the scope of the
Commisston would be extended. The Indian was not only
.mcreasing 1p trade, but was getting his hold on other industries,
and 1t became a question as to whether it was wise to permit it
to go on  But they had to be fair. At one time there was a
great demand for Indian labour, but it became a different matter
when the Indan acquired property “But we invited the Indian
bere,” declared Sir Thomas and “we most treat him fairly.”

On Nov, 13, 1919, Mr, Llewellyn J. Phillips, of Krugersdorp,
Chairman  of the newly-formed South- Africans League
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(originally known as the Anti-Asiatic League), addriessed 2 meet-
ing of Rand mineworkers at Jobanuesburg on the Asiatic
question. He described the presence of Asiatics in South Africa
as a great menace to the country. Asiatics were invading all the
outside town, and were getting control of commerce in the Union
to an alarming extent. The Indians grown in population
from 30,000 thirty years ago to approximately 200,000 in 1919,
It was estimated that Indians had'invested 1n South Africa about
£ 8,000,000; and if they continued to progress: at that rate, it
was only a matter of time before they would have control of
everything, and the white man would be dependent on them for
the whole of the necessaries of life. 1t should be a leading politi-
cal question at the next General Election, Mr. Phillips subnmtted
that theie would be no heritage for them whatever, if
things were allowed to dnfi. If the present tendencies con-
tinued, he ventured to predict that their grandchildrenr would be
coloured.

Drastic Durban Resolutions.

The Anti-Asiatic movement gradually extended .from
Transvaal to Natal, and for some time became the subject of a
large correspondence 1n the newspapers of the Province. The
first public meeting on the subject 1in Natal was held in 1he
Maywille Congregational Church Hall, Durban, November %, at
the 1nstance of the Sydenham Districts Association, The
following resolutions were proposed by Mr. Leo Macgregor, and
unammously carried :— ,

" That this pubhic meeting strongly protests against the
serious encroachment of Indians and undesirable coloured people
into European residential and commercial districts, as being ob-
jectionable for moral, social, economic and natioval .reasons.
Moreover, the consequences are often financially disastrous to
European property.owners, and provocative of dangerous racial
disorders.

We therefore respectfully urge the necessity of prompt legisla-
tion for the purpose of securing throughout the Uniovn.

(a) The prohibition of any further sales, leases or tenancy of
land or buildings to Indians or non-Europeans, except in such
areas as shall be set aside and reserved exclusively for their trade,
agriculture and residential quarters.

(b) Prohibiting the issue of any new trading licenses, or
transfer of existing licences, to any Indians or nen-
Europeans except in the reserved areas, Quarters or
‘ bazaars ' aforesaid "
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“That, gith a view of meeting the unfait competition of
Indians and non-Eurnpeans in every brinch of industry and com-
merce, legislation should be enacted, applicable throughout the
Union. providing for the payment of a scale of minimum wages,
based upon a liberal concention of European standards of living,
to all skifled employees irrespective of race or colour, That the
minimum wages payable in each trade or industry shall be deter-
mimed by District Wages Board the members of which must be
Europeau employers and employees 1n equal numbers. That
such legislation shall not apply tolndians, Natives or other coloured
store-keepers carrying on trade within bazaars, locations and
specially exempted areas : provided that the said storekeepers
deal exclusively in food, clothing and other requirements of colour
ed people, and are prohibited from selling, directly or indirectly
to any Europeans,”

General Smuts to Indians.

At the time of the passing of the Transvaal Asiatic Land and
Trading Act, Geuneral Botha the Boer Prime Minister of the
Transvaal was in Europe 11 connection with the Peace Conference,
Subsequently he died and General Smuts became the Premier.
General Smuts came back from the Peace Conference in Nov.
1919 and at an address of welcome presented by Indians of
Durban, he said *—

“I thank you for the beautiful address you have presented to
me, and for the sentiments expressed theremn. 1 am glad to note
that 1 the address ynu have made mention of the fact of your
countrymen having served under my command in the Great War,
As I have said on previous occasions, I have been proud of the
privilege of having had under me in East Africa so large a
number of your countrymen. Some of them came from the In-
dependent Native States of India, Impenal Service Contingents
and others, who did great and glorious work in this war. I wrote
from East Africa to the Princes of India of the splendid part
ptllayed by their troops, and that there were few better than
they. &

“Your countrymen fought not only in East Africa, but took
part 1n other theatres of war. The conquering of the Turkish
.Empire was in the main the work of the Indian Army. The
burden of the work in Mesopotamia,"Turkestan and the Indian
Frontier fell almost entirely upon the Indian Army. If the war
bad continued until this year, the Indian Empire would have had
over a million men in the field. The stupendous part Indians
have played in this great struggle has had considerable effect on
the result of the war,
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“Owing to her magnificent efforts, India has won for herself a
place among the nations of the world. As a member of the War
Cabinet, I have had great opportunities of knowing more about
the feelings of the Indians and their desire for a larger share in the
apl:vortionment of commissions in the Army ; and I am glad I was
able to do something for them in the Cabinet.

“I have worked 1n public, and a good«deal 1n private, for the
recognition of India and her services to the Empire. 1 strongly
supported the proposals for granting commissions to Indians and
when it was pointed out that this might create an anumalous
position and that there might be the possibiity of Europeans
being placed under Indians, I replied : “Why not? I would be
proud to serve under an Indian officer if he were able.

In the Peace Conference India was represented by the
Maharajah of Bikanir, Lord Sinha, and Mr. Montagu. The
Maharajah 1s a personal friend of mine, and Lord Sinha 1s a man
of considerable ability and traimng. He1s one of the cleverest
men ] have met, and [ was able to leain much from him on
India’s problems.

“As aresult of the war, there was an emouonal fgeling
throughout the world which did wot leave India unaffected.
She desires to govern herself Other Asiatics have been ruling
and msruling, and India, after having been under the Briush
for over a hundred years, should be given a large measure of
selfgovernment. I have veen a party to the Hon. Mr. Montagu's
gomng to India to study the question there, which has resulted in
some far-reaching concrete proposals being submutted to the
British Parliament. The British are 2 highly imaginative people,
though they do not appear to be so. There was a great feehug
in England 1n favour of India’s aspirations With the improve.
ment of the status of Indiasthe postiion of the Indans 1o other
places will be better

The Problem in 8. Africa.

“Before my return I found that the Asiatic Trading Act had
been passed 1n the union, and that there had been a great deal
of iwrntation among the Indians here, and that the Act had also
caused a great deal of feeling 11 India  But the Union Govern-
ment has decided to appoint a Commuission to go into the whole
matter. India will be represented on the Commission to watch
over the nterests of the Indians, sc that no stigma might attach
to them.

“Some of you think I look down upon Indians. But that is
not s0. 1 look up to them. They come from a very old
civilization—much older than ours. They are able to hold their



The Reciprocity Question

Relsung the reciprocity resolution in matters of immigration between
tndia and the Domimons (full text of which will be found in the Indian Annual
Register, 19189, Part 1) Mr. Long and Lord Milner, Colonial Secretary,
addressed despatches to the Governments of Canada, Austreha, New Zealand,
South Africa and Newfoundland. The foliowing are their replies.

South Alfrica

Sir,--With reterence to your despateh (Domimons) 504 of Tth
Angast 1917, 1 have the honour to inform vou that T am advised
by my mimsters that the sulyect of reciprocity of treatment between
[undia and self governing domimons received their consideration and
wae placed mn the hands of Mi. Burton for discussion at the receut
fmperial War Confercnee.

I have ete.
Buxton, Governor-tieneral

New Zealand

Wellinglon 6th November 1918,

Sir, 1 hae the honour to inform you that 1 did not fail to
com ey to my mimster the substance of your despatoh (Dominions)
No 476 onclosing the copy of a resolution pussed by the Imperial
War Conference relating to reciprocity of treatment between India
and Dominions and enclosing also a copy of a memorandum on the
zubject prepared by Sir 8. 1°. Sinha.

1 am advieed by my manisters tu reply that so far as the Govern-
ment of Now Zealand are concerned no admimstrative or legislative
action appears to he necessary to give effect to the articles of agree-
ment approved by the Imporial War Conference on 24th July 1918,
Provision already exists for the admission of merchants, tourists
and bona fide studenta of all nationshties, who are unable to pass
the education test by the Inmigration Restriction Act 198 provided
they are in possession of passports 1ssued by their respective
Governments.

The Indians domiciled in New Zealand are sulject to no dis
abilities, They have equal rights and privileges in every respect
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with Europcans and an Irdian domiciled 1 this Dotmnion would be
entitled to bring in his wife and children if the wife and children
were certified by the Government of India or if there were proot
of a permanent monogamous marriage
I have, etc.,
Liverpogl. (tovernor General

Canada

Ottawa, 26th March 1919

My lord.- With reference to the previous correspondence and
more patticularly to your despach of the 28th January last on the
subjeet. of reciprocity of treatment between India and the self
govermng domimons 1 have the honour to tranemit herewith comes
of an approved mnute of the Privy Council for Canada setting
torth the views of my respousible advisers

I have, ete
Devonshire.
Certified copy of a report of the Commuttee of the Pnivy Counall approved
by his Excellency the Governor-General.

The (‘ommittee of the I’mvy Courell have had before them a
veport, dated 2ind March 1919 from the acting NSecretary of State
for internal affuirs to whom was 1eferred despatehes, dated 103pee-
tively 7th August 1917, 2&th August 1915, 283th Januvary 1919 frome
the Secretary of State tor the Coloutes, to Youwr Excellency ox g
subject of reciprocity of treatment between Incdia and thet
governing Jdomiions, sulmutting that the memorandum of the India
Oftice, bearirg date of 22nd Mareh 1917, wlieh was under const
deration by the Imperial Wai Confercnce calls attention especially
to. | Tho poliey of restriction of British Kast Indian Immugration
by almost all the self governing donumons 2 The poliey of Canada
which places the Tast Indian, who is a British subject, 1n a less
sdvantageous position thanu Japavese and other Asaticy, who do
not belong to the Empire 3. The existing regulation. of Canada
which offer almost insuperable obdtacles to the entry of wives and
famihie~ of British East Indiaus now domiciled in Canada. 4 The
difficulties met with by tourists and other non-emmigrant classes in
establishing their right to free access to Canada as provided by owm
law 5. “The existing regulations which practically constitute an
emhargo against the entry of immigrants of the labouring classes
The momorandum also suggests the possibility of an agreement
between India and the self-governming dominions on the following
Knes —1. As regards Indians already pormanently settled in the
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Jominions, they should be allowed to bring in wives (subject to
the rule of monogamy) and minor children and in other aspeots
should not be less privileged than Japarese settled immigrants, 2,
Future admissions of Indians for labour or settlement should, if
possible, he regulated on the lines sumilar to and not less favourable
than those governing the admssion of any other Asiatic race. 3.
1f this is not possible there might be reciprocal treatment hetween
Iilia and each domimon of immigration for purposes of labour or
permanent settlement If u domumon 1s determined to exclude
these two classes of immigration from India, the Indian should he
iree to do the same as regavds that domimon. It would ho elearly
recognised that exclusion in either case was not motived by pre-
mdice of race hut was the vutcome ot different econuvmie conditions.
t Along with such execlusion reciprocal arrangements would be
made for granting, full {acilities for the adnnssion of fourists,
students and the ife and for husiness visits entailing temporary
residence to Iuding as this rexidence was not for labour purposes
or for pcrmanent settlement

At the request of the 1ejpesentatives of Indin the subject of
tociprocity of treatment between Indie and the seli-govermng
dominions eame uyp for further consideration at the Impenal War
Conference 1 1918 At this conference  all  the self-governing
bominions and Iudia were 1epresented and it was unmmmously
agreod that (1) 1t 19 an wherent function of the Governmentr of the
~everal commumties of the British commonwealth including India
that cach should emoy complete control of the composition of 1ts own
population by meaus of restriction on immigration from any of the
other commuraties, (2) Brtish citizens domiciled in any Brtish
country mehuding India should be admatted mto any other British
country for vieits tor the purpose of pleasure or commerce 1ncluding
temporamy residence for the purpose of education. The conditions of
such visils should be regulated on the prineple of reciprocity us
follows —(A) The nght of the Government of India 1s rerognised
w enact laws which shall have the effect of subjecting British
citazens domiciled 1n any other British country to the same conditions
m vistig India as those imposed on Indians desiring to visit such
wountry. (B) Such righf to visit of temporary residence shall 11 each
mdividual case be ecmboidied in a passport or written permit issued
hy the couutry of demieile and subject to vise there by an officer
appointed by and acting on hehalf of the country to be visted, if
such country so desire (C) Such nght shall not extend to a visited
ur temporary residence for labour purpose or to permanent settle-
ment. 3. Indians already permanently domiciled in the other Bnitish
countries should be allowed to bring 1 their wives and mnor
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childrén on condition (a) that not more than oune wife and her
ohildren shall be admitted for each such Indian, and ‘(h) that each
judividual so admitted shall be certified by the Government of India
as being the lawiul wife or child of such Indian.

The principal movement of FKast Indisns to Canada occurred
m 1907-08, the total mumigration being, under 700. Of this
uwumber possibly not more than 1200 now remain in Canada, there
having been a heavy exodus to the United States in addtion to
which quite a number have roturned to Tndia.  Climatie, industrial
and social conditions in Canada have not on the whole been found
congenial, Disease has made considerable inroads upon East Indians
Their caste system has seriourly interfered with their employmeut
m many walks of life. Notwithstanding the fact that only a small
proportion of those who originally emigrated to Caunda are now
resideut here the minister snlimits that certain modifications of the
restrictive provisions of the immigration Aect and regulations should
he made for the relief of such of our fellow British subjects of the
Fast Indian race as may he affected Ly the resolution of the
Trperial War Conference of 24th July 1918 as above recited. .. The
minister of immigration and colonisation recommends that the
declaration unanimously adopted at the Imperial War Conference,
24¢h July 1918 be approved

Australia

Telegram from the Governor-General ot the Comu.onwealth of Austzahia

to the Coundil Office, Whitehall
With refarence to your despatch of 28th August, reciprocity treat
ment between India and dominious. my despatch 14th April No 95
conveying decisions, (Government of Commonwealth of Australia,
which are chiefly as follows .--(a) Government ngrees admission,
no passports India merchants, students, tourists with their respective
wives. Exemption to continue without necessity for annual applica-
tion as long as status preserved. (b) Indians domuciled Australia
may bring one wife and minor childreny (¢) Australians visiting
India will require to obtain passports. (d) Legislative proposals will
be submitted to Parliament to place Indians on equality with othet
British subjects as regards old age and invalid persouns, but admission
to Parliamentary franchise not approved at present.
Ferguson

Governor-General of Australia

My Lord,—With reference to your predecessor’s despatch of
the 28th August last, Dominions No. 476, transmitting a copy of a
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resolution relative to reciprooity of treatment hetween ludia anda
the Dominions passed Ly Imperial Wa: Conference, together with.
n copy of a memorandum on the subject by Mr. 8 P. Sinha, I h;.ve
the bonour to forward berewith a copy of a cowmunication which
has heeu nddressed to me by my active I'rime Mimster

[ have, etc.,
Hovernor-General

You: Exeellency.— With referonce to the Neecietary of State'’s
letter of the 28th Awvgust 1918, Domimon No 476, I desite to
mform Your Fxcellency that the documents transmitted have been
conmdered and Ministers have had the advantage also of perusing
the report of the conference dealing fully with question of reciprority
ot freatment hetweon India and the Pominions. As far as Australia
15 concerned the posmtion is that m 1904 the Commonweslth
Goverument agreed to permit the admission of Indiau merchants,
students or tourists with theii wive on passports for a period of
one yoar, the question of sulwequent atay to he considersd on
applieation In view of the resolution and with the desire to give
tull oftect {o the spirit which animated the (onference, the (lovern-
ment 18 now prepared to extend the former arrangement so as to
permit Indian merchants, students and founsts to be admitted to
Australian on passports and to remain here mdefimtely without the
need for further application so long as they preserve the capaoity
in 1espect of which the passport was wrsued I order that there
may be no doubt as to (he meamng which thw  Glovernment
attaches to the term ‘Merchant’. 1f s desred that the Indian
(Government should understand that the (‘ommonwenlth (overn-
ment does not consider that the {erm “Merchant” 1nchwles
retml spookeepers as such or hawkers, awd thaf its applioation
Is «confined to persons engaged in the wholesalo oversen trade
hetween India and Awstrahn It s further agreed that Iuchans
alrendy here permanently domieiled 1in the countty may bring m a
wife and minor children It will he necessary mn the first place for
persons desiring to take advautage of the arrangement to apply to.
the Commonwealth Government n order that their statns may be
ascertaned, and 1t will be firther necessary that the Indian Govern-
ment should imsue o certificate that the persousx proposed to be
admitted are the wives and children of the respective applicants.
The departure from Australia for India of any persons will not be
permitted unless they are in possession of passports wsued or vised
by the Commonwealth Government. No passports or vises will be
given to persons if they are of such classes as would he objected to
by the Goverument of India in the light of the agrecement reached
at the conference it is nnderatood that the claims of Indinus to entor
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Australiy for the purpose of labour or permanent settlement arc not
pressed. It appears from the memorandum that Indians will he
satisfiod if they reccive treatment not less favourable than that
acecorded to other Asiatic people who are not suhjects of the British
Iimpiro. As Australia does not diseriminate against Indians 1n fayour
of any other Asaties 1t 1~ thought that the position should he
regarded as satisfactory. The main poimde of internal Austiralian
adminigtiation which cieate differentsation hetween Indians and
Australian boin  persons or winte British sulijects appear to he
fwo -~ (1) Eaelusmou trom the Parliamentary franchise , and (2)
exolusion from tho privileges of the old age 1nmahd pension law

‘The Commonwealth Covetnment after giving the matter  tull
consideration regrets that it carmiot see iy way at present to admit
Tnchans to the Parhamentary tranchise but m regard to the old age
and mvalid pension legislatiy e proposal will ho submitted as soon as
noggible to place ludians on an equahity with other Bntish sulyecta.
I shall be pleased 1t Yowr Exacellency will ask the Secretaly of State
fo g this communeation under the notice of the Government of
India with an assuace or the sineere destire of this Governmenl to
work 1n most complete havmony with them i regard to all matters
arising out of the agreement reached at the tmperryl Confererme,

Indians in the British Colonies.

Indwian Enugrants an the Butish (‘olowes are distributed ap-
proxamately as follows '

Trimdad ; . 117 Thousand
British Guiana . 130

Maurntius 5 264 i

South Afiica 0 . 150 -

Fim th g

Jamaica . - . 2() =

Canada, K. Atiiea Austraha o . 5.000 and helow

The rveason why they have emigiated 1s that the plantations
of British Colomsts held forth very attractive prospects for lndian
labourers and artizavs, and hacked by the Indian Government and

by theitgcomivance, secured indentured Indians 1in large numbers to
work %&‘om m the Colomes. The present prosperity of the

(Colouics ®®the handivok of the Indian emigrant. But like so
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many other Brtish “prommses” to Indiana, ouce thewr objects were
attuined the colonists treated the indentures as ‘scraps of paper’ and
the Indians worse than slaves Attention was first drawn to the
conditons of these men from the apalling number of suicides, pro-
~ecutions on paltry charges for breach of labow laws enacted in
fuvour of employees, and the inhuman ndecencies connmtted upon
the women-folk  In 1910 the late Mr. Gokhale raised the question
in the Imperial Counerl and prossed Government for accepting a
resolutron to stop further indentured emigration to Natal Two
vearr after (Government 1efused to accept his further motion to end
the indenture system altogether. Then while the infamous recruiting
agents flourished openly with their trade and continued to decoy
yvoune able bodied men and women, and several cazes of high caste
respeetable young women being cumined away for the benefit ot
Colonial salibs came to hight, the indenture Became more and more a
watent ot glorified slaverv, and worse still 1t humihated India in
the eyes of the whole woild as the only country which aceopted the
basest holotry for a mess of potage

Karly in the presenl decade feehngs ran Ingh 1 Indhia and the
situation assumed proportions of being a world-seandal  Mahatma
Gar dbt started the famous passive resstanee movement 1 Natal,
and helped by s wafe and o few Bitish friends, votable amongst
whom wus Mr Polah, he broke the tyranmeal laws aganst the
Indian settlers and led thovsands of s countiymen to do the
~ame After untold sutferings of mdignities and mearcerations along
with Ins noble wite amt followeds Gandhi at last succeerded in croating
nu passe  Has herow conduct and  the essentially sparitual leader
shap of his hand of passive 1eselers at last diew  the attention of the
whole world and hastily a settlement  was patehed up in 1914, now
tamour as the Smuts-Gandl  agreement. {(q v.) At the present
moment Indians are again witnessing one of those periodie instancos
of “hroken pledges which so characterne the politieal conduet ef
the West

Later on the Rev ¢ F  Audiews and My W Pearson on the
request of Indians pard a viait to Fiyi and recounted one of the must
thaitowing tales of musery and shame, The worst degradation, the
groserst 1mmorahty, that a human berig can he dragged ndo, was
heing practised and ercoutaged. Lord Harding, one of Lidia’s most
cherished Viceroys. took the maiter up and 1t was he who strenously
fought for securing justice and decency to the Indian emigrant.
In 1912 a2 Commssion was appointed to enquire aml report ou the
matter Lord Hardinge secured alohtion of mprisonment for
tabour offences and minor other ameliorations Ilis work was tahen
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up by the presont Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford, who on September
5th, 1916 declured 1o the lmperial (louncil that {3overnment was
contemplating control of Tmmigiation to the Colonies and to devise
means to secure for the emigiants free and voluntary engagements
Mr. Andrews’ acceunts howeier came pouring in snd such was the
agitation rased over the affair that thougl preoccupied with the Wa
Government prombited all emigration  Trom Indin as a War
mueasure, on account of shortage of labour caused by 6 millions of
death from Influensa . and though this prolbition was only an
executive order and not u law of the land, assurances were subse
quently given that the system would uever be revised. We bave
yet to see it this promiso fates the fate of other numervus promises
of the like naturc. Tarly this year (1920) u deputation armved
from Uganda to scek the holp of the Indian Governmeut in recruii-
g Indian labour tor fhat Colony though here in Tndia 1ndustries
are heing strangled for shortage of labour. In regard to Fim the
Viceroy made the following annovmeement on 24 November 1919
“The Sceretary of State for the Colomes has agreed to the cancelln
tion of mdentwies om all estates on which the prinoipal reforms
recommended by Mr Aundiews have not been carried gut on the
Ist January 1920, but 1 am not satished with this, aml 1 have
asked the Ser of State to ascertain whal would be the cost of
commuting the temaimmg mdentures  and freemnr  everv Indiun
Labourer in M4 ou the lst, of Jannary next.”



Administration of Martial Law
in the Punjab.

On the Bth of August 1919, 1n the House of Lords, Earl
Russel called attention to the administration of Martial
Law in the Punjab, with special reference to the sentence
passed upon Mr. Harkissen Lul The following 1s the speech
delivered by Earl Russel 1n putting the gunestion and the
statements that followed

Earl Russel's Speech

My Lords, serious events have been taking place in India
to which 1t 1s well that public opinion should be directed,
particularly as they have been, I think. sumewhat 1nadequa-
tely reported in the Press of this country 1 refer to the
various tnals by Courts Maitial which have been taking place
in that country There have been chaiges made against the
accused of a serious character, and severe sentences have been
passed upon them, including 1n many cases, I think T am nght in
saying, the death penalty. 1 should hke to-day Lo make my
remarks rather of an explapatory nature for the purpaose of ascer-
taimng what the facts are and what has happened, as 1 think not
very much 1s known abouf them as yet, and 1t may be necessary
to recur to the matter later 1n the session when we have more
information before us. I would like to ask if I can be told to-day
how many persons have been sentenced to death bhy Courts.
Martial, m how many cases that sentence has been carried out,
and whether in all cases the accused have had an opportumty of
appeal to the Pnivy Council before the execntion of sentence.

In putting this Question [ ought to apologise personally to the
nobleLord who, 1 understand, 1s te reply, that 1 did not communi-
cate with him more 1n detail beforehand, but that was solely due
to my absence from l.ondon and not to any desire to embarass
him m any way 1n deahng with the matter I have very httle
information except with regard to one case, the case of Harkissen
Lal, and with regard to that T shonld hike to put to the noble
Lord the information which has been given to me and to ask
tim how far 1t agrees with his version of what has ha ed,
We waunt to consider 1n this matier, when we have all tife facts
before us, whether the action that has been taken amounts o a
necessary, although severe, repression of sediion and treason, o1
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whether it amounts to a mete exhibition of antocratic power
which has not been justified by the circumstances

In this particular case I think I am right in sdying the sen.
tence has been one of transportation for hife and the offeuce, so
I am given to understand, was that of advising people in Lahore
to close their shops If that be true it would naturally oicur to
all of us that there was some dispropartion between the offence
and the sentence This gentleman 1s™w barrister-at-law of the
Middle Temple. I do not say that that, in itself, 15 sufficient to
raise a presumption Had he been a member of Gray's lan 1t
might have been otherwise He resided at Lahore and 15, I am
toliﬁ, about fifty years of age, carrying on the business of a barker.
The agitators 10 India, [ am informed, prepared a day of humlia-
tion, as a protest against the Rowlatt Acts, for observance by the
native population, and onginally appointed March 30. Although
some mamfestations took place ow that day, the date was generally
postponed to Apnil 6, when a day of hamihation was observed at
Lahore at Harkissen Lal's instigation  He 1ssued a notice in the
local papers 1ecommending among other things the closiug of
shops. I do not know what the other things were T do not
know whether anythuing worse or more violent than the ciwsing
of shops was recommended but there 15 no suggestion that it was,
It appears that 1t 1s solely as a result of his acvon on the day,
his 1esponsibifity for the holding of the day of humihation at
Lahore and, m particular, for the closing of the shops, |h5& he
now stands charged with sedition '

The legal cucumstances counected with this case appear to
me Lo want some explanation  According to my information 1t
was not until April 13 that Marpal lLaw was declared in the
Punjab, this offence, 1f this was the offence, having been commit-
ted, your Londships will remember, on April 6 ‘The effect of
the declaration of Martial L.aw was to bring 1to operation Bengal
Regulation No 1o of 1804 Some very old Regulation of a penal
nature 1s apparently revived by the declaration of Martiil Law,
The eflect of the declarauon 1s to suspend the function of the
ordinary Criminal Courts of Judicature, and the Governor-General
is empowered to direct the immediate tnal by courts-maruial of
persons owing allegiance to the Brnitish Government  Then, on
the day follawing that declaration, the Governor-General in
Legislative Counct;promulgated Ordinance No 1 of 1919, giving
powersto the Focal Government to appoint Commussions to try
persond’ charged with offences under Beugal Regulation No. 1,
and to’éxercis¢®all the powers of General Court Martial under the
Indian Army Act. The Ordinance made provision for the trial
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of all persons charged with offences referred to in the Bengal
Regulation, dated after April 13, while the Ordinance itseif is
made to come nto force between May 15 and 16. On April 14
Harkissen Lal was arrested, and he was deported to a place which
[ pronounce with some lear, fsakhel, on the Norrh West Frontier
of the Punyab, outside the Martial Law area, where he was given
s liberty. On Apnl 21 a further Ordinance was promulgated
empowering the Commissio 1 under Ordinance No 1 to try any
persons charged with any offence After that Ordinance had
been 1ssued Harkissen Lal was arrested on May 8 where he was,
outside the area of Martial Law, and brought back to Lahore to
stand tnal for an offence against Regulation No. 1. He had
great dilliculty 10 getting a pleader to act for him, The Mihtary
authority prevented any pleader he wanted from enterning
into the Martial Law area At the time these facts were commu-
nicated to me there were grave doubts as to when he would be
iried or for what he would be tiied Telegrams were sent which
no doubt the noble Lord received at the ludia Office, and by the
way, a complaint 15 made that a telegiam sent to Messrs. Barrow,
Rogers and Newil, who would have acted for him 1n thes
country, was intercepted o1 stopped by the Censorship 1 should
be very glad to know 1f telegrams were sent and were stopped ;
they certamly were not recenved  These getlemen wrote to
the Secretary of State, and 1 think I am nght 1n saying that they
mterviewed the wvoble lord who s to reply Thy were told
ahout the telegram to the Secretary of State More information
has been obtained from a copy of the “Leader” of May 26, which
published ‘“in extenso’ these cahles Harkissen Lal was appa-
rently to be tried at this date, and his been tried since  He
was charged with a long set of offences which 1T will read 9
your Lordshin 1 4 moment—tieason and sedition and matters
of that kind He was charged befire the Marual Law Commission
for conspiracy, waging war, sedition and “membership of an un-
lawful assemnly 1 know nothing about these but T ask whether
the charge of conupiracy and waging war does really refer only
to the acticn w recoramending a day of humihation, or whether
it refers to something further  Peirhaps the noble Lord will
mform your Lordships on the point

Your Lordships will also notice that he has apparently been
tried under an Ordinance which was made retrospective, for doiny
something which was not an cffence, o1 if an offence, was no:
triable bv Court-M:ru1al at the ume the offence was commutted,
and could not have been tried by Court Martial except by virtue
of the retrospective Ordinance made afterwards I should be glad
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if the noble Lord will deal generally with the;offences alleged
against the various leaders of the revolt as they ade regarded, and
if at the same time some official statement could be made, because
apparently news is not very fully published in this country on
these matters. I should like to ask in this connection, whether
Press cables on these matters are censored. In setting out in any
official statement the offences of these gentlemen 1 think 1t should
be stated for public information not mggely that the charge is
sedition, conspiracy, or waging war, but that the specific acts
which 1t is alleged they have committed should also be stated.
To wage war sounds a very serious charge, but 1if 1t is merely
recommending shopkeepers to close their shops it sounds a very
different thing. It would be well 1f the specific acts were given in
any statement published by the India Office, It 1s desirable that
some official statement should be issued, because there were many
trials and severe sentences and I am convinced the public would
like to be satisfied that injustice has not been done, that people
have had a fair trial, that the sentences have not been dispropor-
tionate to the offence, and tha. the offences have been real
offences of which the Government were bound to take notice,

Lord Sydenham said :—

My Lords, before the nohle Lord rephes I should hike to draw
attention to one aspect of the matter to which the noble Earl has
not referred. If he had realised the situation m the Punjab, I
think perbaps, he might have been less ready to assume that an.
justice had been done. I am sure that 1s not 10 the least his fault,
buc 1t is the fault of the reticence which we have observed in
regard to matters aflecting India—a reticence which, 1 believe, will
leagl_(o some extremely unpleasant surprises on the part of the

ublic.

’ The rising in the Punjab was unlike anything which has
happened since the Mutiny. [t is the first time since those dark
days that the cry * Kill the Enghsh "' was raised It 1s also the
first time that mobs have been led by English-speaking Indians
dressed 10 European dress. I am told from a private source
that an English woman belonging to the British Zenana Mission
was caught by the mob and received six great wounds on her
head She was nearly killed. A kindly Indian said, “ She 1s only
an Enghsh Mission Miss, and she does no harm ”, but the mob
shouted, * She 1s English, kill her” That was the kind of spirit
which animated the mobs 1n Delhi, Amnitsar, Lahore, and other
places, The unfortunate woman just escaped with her life, and
she owes her life to the gallant Sikhs who saved a good many of
our helpless fellow countrymen and countrywomen,
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But for the strong action of Sir Michael O’Dower there tnight
have been no Europeans left in thePunjaband the sityation might
have become desperate. We ought to remember that fact in
assuming at once that injustice has been done to some of the
people concerned. We ought to remember that the santentes,
if they were somewhat severe, may have been jusnfied by the
great gravity of the situation at the time. The noble Earl does
not seem to know that this was part of a well orgamsed revolt just
as has happened in Egypt As to the closing of the shops, to
which the noble Earl referred, 1 do not know whether he is
aware that in India this 1s always a signal for riot. When shops
are ordeved to be closed you kuow riof 1s at hand Therefore,
while I am sure that every member of your Lordships’ House
would be most anxious that no injustice should be done I ask you
to remember that the situation was very critical, and if it had not
been grasped by a strong hand a large number of our countrymen
and countrywomen would have been killed.

Lord 8inha's Reply -—

The Under Secretary to State for India (Lord Sinha)said . My
Lords, I regret that owwmng to the absence of the noble Earl
(Lord Russel) from town he was not able to communicate
with me and tell me what were the precise pomnts upon
which he desired mformation, with the result that some of the
pomnts put 1o me to-day I cannot answer, because 1 have no in-
formation with regard o them, but so far as I can, I shall
endeavour 1o give what I consider to e @ connecied narrative of
the events which resulted 1n these convictions including that of
M:  Haikisen Lal and other gentlemen mentioned.  Belore I go
aito that | shall ike to say that, i connon with all the sentences
passed by the Courts Martial. or Special Commussions of Courts
Marual, Mr Harkissen 1 al's case his been reviewed by the lLocal
Government, and we itecetved a cable yesterday saying that the
sentence, which seemed so severe to the noble Earl, of transporta-
aon for lite and forfeiture of propeity, has been remitted entirely
with 1egard 10 forfertnre, and with regard to transportation com
ninled to two years' nigorons imprisonment

Before I pass on I should hike al<o to mention that the oflence
wvith which he was charged, amongst others, was, under Section
121A of the Indian Penal Code of waging war agamnst Has
Majesty. and that the only pumshment provided by the law is
senieuce of death, or transportation for hfe, accompanied in either
case with forfeiture of property, and that no other sentence can
be awarded 1if the accused 1s found guiity of the offeace with which
he 1s charged. As T have said before, all these sentences by Courts
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Martial and Special Commission are being review=d from the very
beginning by the Local Government, and in this particular case
our information received yesterday 1s that the sentence has been
commuted to two years’ rigorous imprisonment, and the forfeiture
has 1n this case, as in all other cases, been remiited. I should
like also to make an observation with reference to what fell from
the noble Lord, Lord Sydenham, about.the closing of shops
being a signal for revolt. I do not know that, nor 1s there any
mformation in the possession of the India Office or of the Sec-
retary of State for India, which would enable me to say that it 1s
a correct statement,

Now, my Lords, I can best supply the infcrmation which the
noble Earl desires by giving as short a narrative as I can, 1n a con-
nected form, of the events which have resulted 1n these and other
convictions  If I omit to give any information which thé noble
Earl desires, I shall be glad togive 1t to him on his commuomicating
with me The Anaichical and Revolutionary Crimes Act (com-
monly called the Rowlatt Act) was passed by the Legislative
Council of India on March 18, 1919, 1n spite of the opposiion of
the non-official members thereof, and 1t was preceded as weli as
followed by a widespread agitation o all parts of [ndia, including
the Punjab. A determined agitation, us well as resort to passive
resistance, was threatened betore the measure was actually passed,
and became more active afterwards. It followed a double hng
of action —namely, direct cirtticism of the Act by means of public
speeches and actions, and the mmtiation of the movement of pas-
sive resistance by a vow of '‘Satyagraha’ (observance ot truth),
This latter movement 1n particular, to which an influential leader
of Indian public opinton, Mr Gandhi, gave his support and coun-
tenance, was ushered 1 by demonstrations of the observance of a
day of fasting and the closing of shops and  laces of business

On March 20, the day originally fixed as the day of fasting,
many shops were closed 1n Delhin sympathy with the movemeunr,
but the efforts of the crowd to impose abstention upon the Railway
refreshment contractor at the Delhi Railway Siation, carsed the
first colliston with the yolice. The disturbances of that day were
quelled in fact with the help of the military, and so far as can be
ascertained some five or six persons amongst the rnioters were
killed, and ffteen or sixteen otheis wounded., Thereafter the
promoters of the Satyagraha arranged that the éth of Aprd
should be observed throughout India as a day of humiliation, the
design being to cause the complete cessation of work as a sign of
a protest against the obnoxious measure On April 6 many
places of buuness and shops were closed 1n various parts of India,
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including the Pomjab. On April 9 Mr. Gandhi, who was ‘on-
his way to Delhi, was torned back to his own Province—namely,
Bombay—as 1t was considered undesirable for him to wisit t
Provinces of Delhi and the Punjab, which were n a state of
excitement.

On April 10 slight disturbances toock place at Lahore, at
whtct the police were called 1n, and a few casualties occurred.
‘Thereafter disturbances more or less serious followed in various
parts of India—for example Bombay, Calcutta, and Ahmedabad
etc.—but the outbreak m the Punjab was more determined and
prolonged, and it may be useful to state in chronological order
the events which occured 1n the Punjab from April 10 onwards,
and which may be directly attributed to the movements above
described. Of course. with regard to disturbances of this kind
no single cause can be said to be the actual cause, and there must
be many more direct and inairect causes and predisposing causes,
On Apnl 10 there was serious rioting at Amritsar (Punjab) after
the removal by executive order of two prominent orgamsers of
the agitation against the Rowlatt Act—namely, Dr, Kitchlew
(Mahomedan) and M1 Satya Pal ( Hindu) The Town Hall and
the National and the Chartered Banks were burnt down, Five
Furopeans were killed, and there were about thirty deaths among
the rioters. Oa the r12th at Kasur the Post Office and the
Munsff's Court were burnt, the Treasury was attacked, and two
Rritish warrant officers were murdered, and three other officers
severely wounded, By ths time thie Government of India had good
teason to believe that the Punjab disturbauces were not a sporadic
outburst of nots but amounted to orgamsed rnsings with definite
anti-Government and still more debinne anti-Briuish bias, and
although co-ordination between different places was mdifferent,
simultaneous outting of rallway and relegraph lines at widely
ifferen: places and deliberate destruction of Government property
and attacks upon and burmng ot public buildings, pownted to
some common purpose  Several Europeans had been brutally
murdered, and the hves of Europeans 1 1solated stations were
n great peril.

In these circumstances the (rovernment of India at the in«
‘stance of the Local Government {Punjab), sanctioned on April 13
last the application ot the State Offences Regulation X of 1803
to the Districts of T.ahore and Amntsar ; or, in other words,
dedlared Martial Law 1 the said distnicts, subject to the following
modifications.  First, the maintenance of ordinary Courts for
ordinary offences. Notwithstanding the declaration of Martial
Law in those areas the ordinary Courts were still sitting and
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dealing with ordinary offences; Secondly, the appointment of
Special Commissioners composed of men of ripe experience and
judicial knowledge instead of the Courts-Martial which would
otherwise have tricd offences under Martial Law, These Special
Commissions were composed in each instance of two Judges of
experience and one Indian magistrate,so that technically a Special

mmission was more or less of the charactas of a special tribunal
of great experience,

Earl Russel : Do I understand that the effect of Regulation
No.I (1919) was to substitute the Special Commissions fo1 an
ordinary Court-Martial ?

Lord 8inha. That 1s so. To resume the narrative of events
in the Punjab. On April 14th troubles spread to Gujranwala,
“where a large mob attacked the station and burnt the overbridge,
destroying subsequently the church, Dak bungalow, and othe:
Government property. It stopped and looted a passenger tramn
and cut the wires on every side From the 1sth to the 1bhth
riots of a similar nature took place at Wazirabad, Sangla Hill,
Lyallpore, Chuhurkhana, and in Gujrat on the 1gth where the
railway station was sacked, records burnt, and telegraphs des-
troyed all along the hne. Marual Law was extended 1o Gujran-
wala District on the 16th, to Gujrat on the zoth, and to Lyall-
pore on Apr} 23. The procdamavion of Maruial Law had a
beneficial eH‘ccl, and the outbreak and outiages ceased soon atter”
wards

1 have shown already that Martral Law was proclaimed  ouly
five districts — Lahore, Amntsar, Gupranwala, Gujrat and Lyuall-
pore. It was abrogated 1in Guprat District and most rural areas on
May 28. On june 9 1t was discontinue  everywhere except the
railways and Lahore and on June 11 1t was discontinued at
Lahore.

The information which the noble Earl wanted with regaid
the Regulation of 1804 1s this, It was an ancient law revived for
a particular pumipose  The impression which the noble Earl had
with regard to it 1s hardly correct The Reguiation of 18,4
merely empowers the Governur-General 1m Counul e declue
Martial Law when there 1s open rebellion or 1insunection. That

ower exists by wvirtue of that Regulation, and was revived by
egislation of the ordinary kind n 1872, That regulation there-
fore means nothing more than this, that when there 1s 1nsurrec-
tion or rebellion in any part of India 1t 1s competent to the
Governor-Geperal to declare Martial Law over these areas, and
to continue it o long as the msurrection or rebellion exists.
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1 will deal next with the tribunals which administered the law
during the time that Martial Law was in operation. They were
of the following kind. First, there was the Special Comission,
to which | referred just now, composed of two experienced Judges
and one Indian magistrate which dealt with offences under
Regulation 1o of 180o4—that 15 to say, offences committed by
peoples who had been taken,so to speak, *flagranti delicto.”
Later on, by another Regulation which the noble Ear]l mentioned,
all other offences of a set1ous nature which the Local Government
directed them to iry or commitied to them for the purpore of
trying, were dealt with by them. That 1s the highest kind of
tribunal that existed during this time. Then there were Courts-
Martial which summarily disposed of offences agamnst Martial
Law—for example, Orders 1ssued by the General Officer Com-
manding, Curfew Orders ordering people not 1o go out at wght
after a certun time, Orders controlling the price of commodities
such as fondstuffs, Otders to open shops and so on. These were
minor offences—breaches of rules and regulations made by the
military authorities—and were pumished by Regulations made by
them which also defined 1he penaliies The offences were
summarilly tried and are 1n any case nol pumishable with higher
vunishments than two vears' imprisonment. There were also 1n
operation the ordinary Criminal Courts which dealt with ordinary
uffences as well as offences ansing under these disturbances,  Just
as Marual Law has been aliogether abrogated in the whule of
the area since June, so all Marnial Law tribunals have now been
dissolved, and there 1s only one tribunal under the Defence of
India Act still sitting and 1t has one or two more cases to try.

I will now give your Lordghips the number of nersons con-
victed by these different tiibunals, the nature of the sentences,
and what has bheen done by way of commutation  The st
setious cases were all tried by the speaal Commssions  Thuy
tiied »:2 persons altogether, and 382 ol them were convicted
and 270 were acyuitted  Offences  against Martial  Law
Orders disnosed of suvmmanly, <o ta as figures are avalable
du to now, were altogether 1,500 cases These were din osed
ot éther by the sumunary Coorts Martial or by the ordmary
courts 1 bhave alreadv mentioned m conuection with the
sentences witheted that 1t must be borne m mind that the Special
Commussions only tried cases of the most serious nature 1n which
people were charged ether with waging war, or with sedition, ur
with something of that kiad and under the law most of the
affences were pumsh-able, without alternative, either with death
or with transporation for "Wfe. But sentenwes have from the
beginning been subject to revision by the Local Government and
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the Government of India. Reductions in commutatipns have been
decided on by the Local Government, and 1in nearly 500 cases
large reductions have been granted Apart from the above, al}
sentences by forfeiture are without exception being remitted by
the Local Government.

Earl Russe!l : I do not know if the noble Lord gave the sem-
tences actually imposed n the first instamce : 1 do not think I
caught them.

Lord 8inha : I have mentioned the number of persons con-
victed. With regard to the sentences, | bave not yet given the
details,

Earl Russell; Having got the number convicted, I wanted to
know what the original sentences were 1n those cases,

Lord 8inhz© The onginal sentences were, in 108 cases the
death sentence Of these, 18 have been executed, not having
appealed ; 28 out of the 108 have been reduced to transportion
for hite, 23 to imprisonment for 1o years, 13 to imprisonment for
7 years, 21 to shorter terms of imprisonment, and there are 5 cases
now to be dealt with by the Privy Counul The rest of the
cases are also pending,n asmuch as the same point that had arisen
n the case now under appeal also arises 1n them, But out of the
108 sentences awarded, only 18 were executed and, as the Govern-
ment of India informed us, the principle upon which the com-
mutations have been granted 1s this—whenever there has been no
factor of actual murder they have commuted the capital sentences
etther 1o imprisoment or transportation. As regards convictions
by the infertor Summary Courts, theire.are aboot 1,500 They are
being separately reviewed case by case by the local Governments
which will doubtless grant redugtion on genercus scale as they
have done in the other cases,

With regard to the speaific case of Mr, Harkissen Lal and
those who were tried with him, 1 have alieady said that the
offence with regard to which they were charged and of which
they have been found guilty by the Special Commission, com-
posad as I have alieady stated, was an offence under Section
121 A—namely, of waging war, for conspiracy to wage war. The
only sentence possible for the Court to award was that which 1t
did award, namely transpoitation for life and forfeiture, That
has been commuted These cases are now under appeal to the
Privy Council, and therefore I constder that 1t would not be
right and proper for me to deal with the facts ot the case, or to
deal with the guestion how far the facts of the case justified the
verdict of the Court which tried them Nor I have got the
judgments with me even to place the findings “1n extenso” before
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your Lordships. Baut from the short telegraphic summary that
we have received 1n the India Office 1 can only say that itis
stated that the findings of the Commissions are that the mob
was incited to violence by their inflammatory speeches and that
mn effect they were the chief local orgamisers of the risings—aot
that they had been convicted, as the noble Earl's information
seemed to suggest, of waging war because they advised people
to clese shops. However that may be, their sentences have been
reviewed and revised by the local Government, and reduced, as
have already said, in Mr Harkissen Lal's case to two years’
rigorous imorisonment and to other terms of imprisonment for
the others who were accused with lum and convicted with him.

Having regard to what has fallen from the noble Earl, as well
as from Lord Sydenham, I should like to repeat what the Secre-
tary of State said with the concurrence of the Viceroy in another
place (H.cf C Yon May 22 last—namely, that you cannot have dis-
turbances ofthis kind and of this inagnitude without an 1nquiry 1nto
the causes and into the measures taken Lo cope with these distur-
bances. In circumstances of this kind the immediate and para-
mount duty (I think your Lordships will agree with me) of the
Government of India was to protect life and to restore order ,
and at the same time 1l must use, as it was bound to use, the
exceptional powers at 1ts disposal only so far as was necessary
for the 1mmediate purpose, actions necessarily prompt, probably
hasty, have 10 be reviewed and revised when order has once more
been restored with a view to ensunng the confidence of the well
disposed that the action had been adequate and not merciless,
sufficient but not excessive, The time has now arnved for this
stage, and the Secretary of State and the Viceroy have been
constant communication by cable and have every hope that a
defimte announcement with regard to the promised inquiry will
be duly made and within a short time

Earl Russell  The noble Ear] has not answered one pownt,
Is there any censorship of free communicalion by Press cables
Letween India and this country at the present time ?

Lord 8inha 1 am afraid I am not able to answer that to-day.

Lord Sinha Snubbing Sydenham.

Lord Ampthill Iam loth to wtrude with a trivial criticism
while a subject so grave as this 1s being discussed, but there 1s
one thing 1 should nke to ask the noble Lord who sought (o
inflict a severe snub on Lord Sydenham by flatly contradicting
his statement that the closing of shops was the signal for revolt,
He went further and smid there was no information in the India
Office which would confirm that opinion. How-on earth did the
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noble Lord, the Under-Secretary, know that my noble friend was
going to make that particular statement, anc how in the brief
period, less than two minutes, which elapsed between his remarks
and.the Under.Secretary’s reply was it possible for hm to make
a search in the archives of the India Office which would justify
80 sweeping a statement as that ? Unless the noble Lord has
got gift of second sight I cannot imagige any thing that could
have justified a statement of that kind. There are many things
in India which are well known to those who have been there for
which, 1 daresay, 1t would not be possible ‘to find documentary
evidence in the India Office, and the fact that my noble friend
has not seen anything in the India Office to confirm his view 1s
no proof that such a thing does not exist 1n India.

Lord Binha - I must have made myself very much misunder-
stood if the noble Lord thought that I was admimistering a snub
to Lord Sydenham when I made that statement. All T meant
to say was this that, so far as | was concerned, I had no kvow-
ledge that it was a fact that the closing of shops was a signal of
revolt I have never heard 1t, I have never read it 1 have not
seen 1t stated either by any person or m any book I will also
say this, that 1n connection with these disturbances and~al the
reports made from the Government of India Office with whigh 1
have endeavoured 1o make mysell familiar, 1 have not come
across any statement Lo that effect ny any petson of authority-or
otherwise. And therefore, tf 1 may humbly venture to say so,
it would not requue any foresight on my part to konow, or any
second sight on my pait to be able to antiapate, the statement
which wuas going to be made by the noble Lord when he said that
was his mmpresston—becuse | take 1t 1t 1s nothing more than
that, fur the noble Lord did not himself say that 1o lus knowledge
the closing of shops was a signal tor revolt It must be some-
thig which he has heard or read, ind all T ntended to say was
ihat my knowledge and my mformation did not support that,
and go far as the repoits in conneciion with these disturbances
ateconcerned, all of which I hinve read, there 15 nothing to support
the idea that the dosing ot shops was a signal o revale Qo the
contrary, the repoirts show that the closing of shops w-« pothing
more that a protest aganst the passing of an obooxtou: fegislation,

Lord Sydenham Mav 1 coirect the nable Lord on one point,
I did not say the closing of shops was a signal for “revolt” | 1
sad for “not,” which 1s a very different matter. In the Punjab
it was revolt, but w1 Bombay we know perfectly well, 1f there s
gomng to be a niot, by the fact that the shops are being closed.

rd 8inha . 1 mus-heard the noble Loid, and that 1s why
I saifl’that that was not the information.



Punjab Affairs in Emgland
Decormber 1919

At the time of Lord, Rusell’s erLquiry in the Lords on Augmf.
1919 re'the udm:mstmtmn ot Martial I.aw in ﬂw Pll;gja}i little \pu

known of (erernl Dyer's exploits at Amnfsar, p 1 Indtia amd

snzland,  The anpalling atrccities v(n mitted by Blie
seryauts of the Puniah on the Pur jabees lhrmn-l\ és d'ﬂrmk the Mn}'ﬂa,l
Law regyme of that Heypo [Nero 1) of Punjab, Rir }llcbpe yer,

were ‘kept a senled }cok quite for a crmu‘nmhlo {u!nuq  the apo-
calyptic brgggadocio of General Dyer hefare Yhe Huﬁter (’(ﬁ&mttea.
()nh nevs which aggravated the situation and gave olour to f¥e fanci-
ful “‘pebellion” in the Punjub were allowed, to filfer threygh dn.ing
this period and all else was tahvo. Freedom'of movement, m
of speech and aetion, freedcm of the Prees, was tutblessly mip-
pressed, and Jhallianwala swallowed her tears in silenpe. . Of the
‘horrible barbarities committed, not by a frenzied mob, but By the
King's trusted servantr on s irmocent subjects (help]ess Indian
sulyects), none knew anything. The Secretary of State and,the
India Office was silent, the Goverrment of India was silent, the
Punjah admimstration, hackng the whole game, was silent, qnd
'silent]y hurdreds of veteran war-weary -distracted l‘umn.been were
brutally crushed to death, hundreds dragooned info ' crawling
gerpent-fashion on the streety, into s&laammg Mhshemmﬂm’kor
nameless harbarities—and all India awaiting the "while in'breathless
suspense of the unknown.

With the exit from the arepa of the great Hero (O’Digwyer)
enqguiries were set on fout. The Seva \,‘pamty of Lahore snd the
Congress Enquirty Committee hogan collacting jmecounts and. Juﬂy
came the Hunter Committee. General r gave hekm it on
the 19th Nov. sud it was then that the world knew of

mbulahqns A ory of hm'mr pme from ,end, toendoi snd
since then matters have taken an mltognther pew turn. . 3?.,
mmhedknghr:d early in amber lsst and stopoe it n
horus of dg‘hmixm ﬁl;ﬁntuh Press, ayd in’ tho, House ot
Common ﬂeﬁerry tagy was cornergd with guestions,
follomngné-aecmll ve pome idea ,0f the depth of fesling raised
in Engla
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Extracts from the Times on the Am:itehr Massacre.

profmmd impression has been made in tbla conntry by the
unvM oi I papem containing reports of the endm}q given
remded aver by Lord Hupter, whioh!ia row
dub disordérs i India Tadt' April. 1t was
\a.guely know‘n bhst vn gevere m were taken at Amritsar,
thoe religious capital of the Sikhs' and the scene of the worst out-
breaks. Our correspondent at Emnla telegraphed at the time that
at Amritesr “‘the troops dispersed the '‘rioters on Sunday with very
heayy casuslties.” It was certaiuly not known that au unarmed
gathering which had met, in defiance of & military proclamation, in
&n epclolad 8pace at Amritaar, have been fired upon without any
i warpirg, and that 400 bad been killed. The public are
shooke not only by the occurrence itself, but also because this
disclosire haa orly heen made in Great Britain vine months after
the n'anb cccurrad. The broad-facts ahout the risings in India are
oommay) _knowledge. _Subject to any conclusions which may he
recched by Lord Hunter's Commuttee, the general impression 1s that
they wers dehberate and organized, and were rewhta@ry m
charaeter, Lord Chelmsford, the Viceroy, used the words “'open
rebellior,” and the circumstances appear to confirm his verdict,
The 'outhreaks occurred at widely separate points In the Bombay
Presidercy, 8 telegraph office and a cotton mill were burned at
Ahmedn.had where a pohce officer was murdered while a definite
atlempt was made to seize the impoitant railway junction of
Viramgam, at which place an Indian official was killed and burzed
Tliere were menacing disturbauces in Bombay and Calcutta. Nnmer~
ous sttempts ap, train-wrecking were made, and the telegraph wires
were systematically cut. At Delhi a mob tried to sack the failway
station, and was fired upon, and at Lahore & crowd which tried to
march to the European quarter was aimilarly repuleed. Gujranwala
railway station was burned, and in an attack on Kasur station a
Bnhah goldier'was killed. The concentration upon railway stations
is one "of- the chief circumstantial proofs that the outbreak was
planted by clever brails ; but it is also necessary to state that' the
groatgy part ‘of I ndia was antu'ely unraffected by these disturbancas
Many bzplwatiom of 'their* origin have beeu offered. Their
pnnmpal ostensible oamp was the opposition offered to the Rowlatt
pmd in conformity with thé recommendations of
Mr. }uatiae t's ‘Committse ou Hevolutionary Conspiracies in
Andia: “Our own ‘view' lias ‘always been that the Row'a't Act and
oﬁhor - griovanoes were 'used 88 a pretoxt.: We said at the
time, inue to believe, that the ohject of the movement was
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to render,- British ‘rale: imgessible,; that -.Mwm
1gnmﬂ-papulpoo with wild sbomies ; bhat bhe nf; ‘l&e,
piracy extended far beyond India ;.and ©) alkape b
proved) the secrot leaders were in. toueh.
movemapt.
It. is necessary to recite these facts,ili erder tMat tieipublie

may understand the stmosphere in which the deplorable memspere
at Amritsar occurred. Parts of Punjab were afiame with rebellion,
ard many unprovoked acts of violence hsd been, committed by
Indisn mobs. The worst of these were wrought, st Amyitsar, whiph
was geething with sedition, fanned steadily by mﬁqlpmah!:]r spoughes.
On the morning of April 10, two prominent Amritsar agitators, Dr.
Kitchlu and Mr. Satya Pal, were arrested and, e ed. At that
time, a8 the evidsnce ahows, the story had heen epread .in the
Anritaar district that British rule was at ap end and,villagers
eager for loot had flocked into the city An hour or so after the
expulsions a number of mobs, said to have been largely camposed
of “hooligars,” got out of hand and practically took posscesion of- the
place. They sacked the local branch of the Natioral Bank of Indis,
luoting property worth shout £30,000, and k;llmg tho - British
manager and his accountant, whoss borhes were soaked in kerosene and
liurned, together with the bmk premises. They killed the Bntish
manager of the Alhance Bank; burned the Town Hall and other
buildings . assaulted a Bnitish hdy missionary and left her for dead ;
ki'led a British guard at the 1ailway atation and tried to tesar up
the rails. There was only a handful of troops in Amritsar on this
day and at one point they fired on a mob, killing eight: pegple. Ou
April 11 the city romained in the hands of the rioters, and  there
was one encounter 1n which s few were wounded. Troops number-
ng 300, of whom 100 were British, arrived during the decy and late
at night Brigadier-General Dyer, then commandirg at Jullundur,
arrived by motor-car and took over control from the ciyil authontles
During April 12 there were no collisions, but the city was atill 1n
the poseession of lawless perrone. = On the morping “of the, 13th Agril
Geperal Dyer marched through the city ,with a amall column, and
catsed a proclamation to be read at e:ghteen dlﬂ'emnt points. The
proclamation, according to Mr. Miles Irving, the ler.;or civil officer
on thiepot, was to the effect that “ne meetings would be allowed
and if any meetiugs were held they were lable. 1o, be'fired agon
sigsightawsy " Io the afte General Dyer hmd. that & mceting
wgs baing held at. Jallianwalls b, av eng ep with.narrow
enirances. He marched ‘there with 'twenty rifles, twenty-
five Isdian (Beluchi) rifles, furty Guikhas a.mud, with EUERIN
{ehort.ouzved swords) aud two armoured ears.” The cars could
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not’ entel’ thy gatden, but’ Gencral Dyei’ tdok! bik riflemei insitle.
andt opensd fire “inthivty docoridd.” 'He fired 1:650 rounds, sl the
anitithitidn B M4 - Thite were at lest'5,000 people presemt, pix-
sibly* mifiy més; ahd the résult was a massacre!: The exatt number
of killed is helieved to have been 415, and (feneral Dyer thought
that probably three times that number must have heen wourded.
We'do not projiise 'td offer any final agg:m upon General Dyer's
action wntil the coridiisions of Lord Huntels Commiittee are made
knowr, but hig evidénce cannot he pubhshed without comment. Ou
hid owh showing/ his coiidhii t appears tb us to he indenfensible, and
ita worst femttire was that'he did not stop fimng whrn the crowd ins-
tantly began to disperse. Mr Yusuf Khan, a resident of Amritsar, and
ong of the uldeést: membiers of the Punjab Legislative Council, told
the' Commitlee that in g opinion General Dyer's action was
Jjustified’; that something had to be done to quell the disturbances .
that sooner or later “drastic action” would have héen necessary .
and that'in fact the shooting 1n the garden qyuellod the rising. We
have little doubt that it did, but we camot accopt all the views of
Mr. Yusif Khan , and vario.n statements made by General Dyer
to the Commttee suggéat that he held an excessive and nunwarrant-
ahle conception hoth of s own powers and of the steps necessary
to rostove order. It 1s true that he faced several thousand paople
with only fifty rifles , but the crowd was unwimed, and was given
no chavee of départing quietly  Ou the question of the wounded,
who were left untended, 'there may be wome ioundation for (eneral
Dyer's coutentiont tha: his force war "‘not na position to reiJdet
medical aid.”” The order that Indigs were to crawl through the
stfeet whhre Misd Shorwoud was attacked stitkes us as nidiculous,
It was wdeed quickly revoked by some higher authority S
Michuel O'Dwyer, then Lieutouant-Governor of th: Panjab, sent a
telegram approving of Gonaral Dyer's action, bt we must assume
jor the prosent that he did sv on 1wsufhcient knowledge The Army
Headquarters in ludid  guve the Geuneral commuand of another
brigade at' Kohtit, which does not look like censure, For tho rest,
we mudt await for fuller'information, for 1t is quite clear that we know
fut too little about what happened m India last April. In the
menutime it'is nectddary to inquire very urgently why Mr. Montagu
and Lot Qhelmsford, in their public atatements and 1n thé summaries
issued to the Press, never mds ary alusion to what happened i
this Amritear garden Not by any means for the first time, there
appears to’ have heen studious concealment of reélevant facts ; hut
perhaps Mr. Montagu wWas not yermitted to know the whole truth.
becauwse'on May 29, and agarn ou October 30, he made statoments
in the Howds of Conrmiétk o varidnte with the number of ocasualtios
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now atkniowledged. - We may add that it is extremely unfortunate
that the Gevernment of India have permatted the National Copgress
to meet at Amritear next week . but the attempt to a.tribute
sinister motive to the Cougress 18 obviously uujustified, hecause it
chose Amritsar as its next meeting place a year ago.

The Daily News on British Frightfalness.

It was innocently assumed 1n this country when the Armstice
was signed thirteen months ago that the reign of “frightfnlness” was
over —for the time being at any rate The assumption was incorreet,
Five mouths after the signing of the Armistice, an apparcently
unarmed crowd of 5,000 was being fited upon for attending a public
meeting’ forbiddeh- -whether they all knew 1t or not 18 doubtful-
by & mlitary Governor. Fuour hundred of them were killed and
1,500 wounded, wot because, 1f summoned to do so, they would not
have dispersed yuetly— this is admitted by the (Yeneral concarned
himself— but because, again in his own eloynent language, “‘they
would have come hack and laughed at me aud I would have made
what 1'would consider a fool of myrolf.”

The scene of this new ‘frightfulness” 12 not Belgiam, but India.
The General responsmble is not German but Bri ish. The Govern
ment which has practised this concealment —in 1ts way one of the
most shocking features of the whole coucern— 18 British  The
victims are not even terhmeally enemies but *‘rebels,” 1 General
Diver’s words, that s to say, British snlyects who inmocently or other-
wise ventured to act in contravention of hs decrce:  We do not
ignore the gavity of the crimes previously commutted It is per-
fectly true that a hank manager and his assistant had heen murdered,
that banks had DLeen burned with disastrous loss of property, that
the railway lives had hbeon cut  We do not forget the ditheulty and
delivacy of the pomtion. It just to remomber, moreover, that the
ranp 18 1n a sonse subjudice, and that the final conclusions of the
Comtmsaion of Inguiry may to some extent modify the story as we
know it at present We hope profoundly that it wiil, for what
could be more futile than to talk of Indian reforms, of “Self-Govern-
ment’ for India,” of Indian (overnment as a trust held by the
British Parliament and people, 1f wholesale massacrer could he per-
petrated without the Bratish DParliament or people knowing a word
about them for months ! General Dyer held that his action would
“make o wide impression throughout the Panjab’  He underosti-
mated it It will make a wide impression throughout the werld
and an impression which must be removed at all costs if our credit
aid our howour are not to be fatally 1mpaired.
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The Westminister Gazette on The Massacre at Amritsar.

The appalling news, so long delayed, of what happened at
Amritsar iu Apnl last 18 a 1evelation to the British ‘people of what
their rule 1n India might have come to but for the changes of course
set up by the measure now passmng mto law. Those who. hemng
(eneral Dyer described as having “‘saved the situgtion in India,”
hesitate as to how they shall judge of hiag gxplort, :may clear their
minds by asking how they would have judged ofit had it beeu
achieved by a German Officer under German rule anywhere. It s
really a very oxtreme case of the kind of evil that may ke wrouvglit
1 public affans by o mnd wlhich handles any distarbed situation on
the methods of militanism

General Dyer's state of mind at the time 1s to he gathered from
the fact that he took no steps whatever to have the wounded
attended to  Had he been fighting against armed enemics he would
presumably have had the dead removed and the wounded put in
hospital ~ As they were merely unarmed natives he left the wound-
ed shilt for themselves and the hving to bury the dead-——thisin a
ety where, he declured, ¢ivil admimstiation had becu declared to
he at anend,  Under General Dyer theio was thus at first néither
evil law not martial law, though he “cousidered matisl law npces
say’ atterwards,

Whaterer may have been the mmpression made 1 the Panjab,
this amaring nareative will recall to the mbalitants of the Unitetd
Kindom chiefly the episodes ot the caly German octupation of Rel-
gnm and old “Peterleo Massare’ i Fngland. 1T General Dyer's
1arg + of knowledge had wincluded any 1ecollection of the last-named
epirode, even he might have teen moved (o doubt whether his own
mastacro was htted to establish respeet for Goyernment 1n India.
Not the least astomsin. g thing of all 18 that such an epirode did not
precipitate a veal rebelhon, While § olttical thinkers of the General's
school will cortidertly pronounee that the rasulting  “quiet’ at
Amritsm proves the eapediency of his course. saner people will
realise that a few more epincdes of this kind would suffice to bring
our rule in India speedily toan eud  There are to he foun® English
publicists who, hike Su Michuel O'Dwyer, can openly applaud his
nsane deeds , butitis evident that the military and other Anglo-
Indians who gcouducted the ofticial inguiry see 1t with the eyes of
rational men at home 1t must be suthontatnely condemped in
Jhe most deersive fashior. We can all remember how, i the Dublin
revolt, the mlitary muider of Mr Sheehy Sk thngton and two ofhers.
suthced to turn Irsh [eeling 1ound to the side of the rebels and how
even in that time of peril 1t was felt absolutely necessary to take
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proceedings against the guilty officer, who was declared to be of un-
sound ‘mind. In the ecase of ' Genera! Dyer that course cannot
not be taken, though some may think that 1t would be on many
grounds applicable  But he must be reralled and dealt with in snch
A way that the massacre of Amritsar shall be suvlemnly repudiated
by the Imperial Governmeng. 1f he is not condemned by the nation,
the nation itself will be condemndd hy the civilised world. Hia
deed will remain on record as the most wnanswerable proof of the
nepessity for the political step now hemng taken by which our rule
ﬁ'l India is to be transformed

The Star on The Amritsar Battle.

This is December 15, The Amritzar “‘Trightfulness” took place
on April 13. That is to say, the truth has been suppressed by the
Government for eight months. Tt 15 now made pubhein a report
of the Exideuce given hefore the Commursmion ot Inguiry sent ont from
this country. The moral shoek wtheted upou the Butish people by
the evidence of General Dyer s henumbing

Within half & minute ffty nfles opened fire on the meeting
without any warntung to the people to disperse  They fired for ton
minutes into the wnthing crowd, fired till therr supply of eartridges
ran out, and accordhing to General Dyer s estimate, killed some 400
of the people, and wounded aliout 1500 more  The dead and dying
were lalt where they lay. Is there woour nstory any puallel to
this story ? Goneral Dyer said this achion “would mahe a wide
impression throughout the "amab We hesitate to define the 1m-
pression it will ake on the British people and upon the world.  Our
houour and our humanity are at stake. What shall we do to

redeem them !
In the United States of America

Even in Japan aud Amrica the news of the AmritRar massacre
@id not fail to create a sensation. In Amerien Pressdent De Valera
(of the Irish Revolutionary party) used it s a handle m sid of the
Irish campaign agrinet England, and openly wnited Iudians and
Fgyptians to join 1ssue. “'Our cause 18 4 common cause’” declared
ke, "We awear friendshup” And Corgressman Wilham E, Mason
of Mlinois introduced a resoluton w the U S A, House of
Rrepresentative :—

Whereas, the atrocities by British soldiers a1d officcrs, whieh
bave met with the approval of British ofhcers, has shceked the

sense of justice of the Amencan people, and
¢ Wil-mm, the Ameriean people believe the spame rule of self-
determination should apply to these people “who are rubjected by
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foree to the Government of Great Britain that is ap[\!ind .to obher
nations that have sought self-determivation and were encouraged hy
the Umtad States, and

“‘Whereas, the Government,of Great Britain, which now coutrols
and governs Indin by force without the cousent of the' people, haje
fried to innke 1t appear by propaganda ghat they have given yo-galled
Home-1ule to India, which 18 auhatuntmﬂyﬁlf sgme Inand of Home
ile which has always been given by the master . atign to the slave
nation, be it

“Resolved, that it 1 the duty of the United States to carry ont
the will of the people to give such recognitign wighout interyention
to the people of- Incha who are stroggling for self determination as
will asmist them in their eHorts for reli-government



Jhallianwala Massacre

HOUSE OF COMMONS

15 Dec. 1919

Sir D. Maclean asked the Secretary of State for India whether
he could inform the House when the ingquiry (Hunter Comm.) into
the vecwmrences at Amritsar would be completed ; whether a report
woutd be immediately available for hon members, when did he
hecome acyuamted with the details of the occurrence , und what
reason was there for not informing the House thereon ; and further,
had any action been taken hyv the authorities to express their
opunion to the General in command of his conduet.

Mr. Montagu 1 do not know when the result of the ingury,
which 1 an open one, will be obtained  Evidence 18 at present being
taken 1 hope the evidence will be completed at the end of this month
and that as soon as I get the result of the 1nguiry 1t will be given to
this House  As regards the remainder of the question, [ oan quite
approciate the profound disturbances which must have been caused
1n pahlic opinion by the evidence pubhshed, but | trust my right
hon frirnd and the House will sgree with me that we are right
1 waitig until an impartial authoritative pronvancement oun all
the facts 13 made hy Lord Hunter's Committee. I have not
received any detailed account. nor do 1 expect to do so because
the Viewroy and the Goveinment and 1 agreed to the formation
ot 1 Commuttee of enguiry, which will present a report on all the
circimstances.

Sir D. Maclean—My Right Hon fiiowd has not answered one
paut. That is, when did he become aware of the occurrences,
and what reason—if he had heard of it—had he for not informing
the House of 1t ?

~ Mr. Montagu I thought | said that [ know of no details of
the circumstances until I saw the report in the newspapers. It is
not an  ofhcial  communication yot 1 canmot expect that the
evidence can be reported to me, béeause the machinery that we had
devised was to have a Committee of mquiry. It will be the
Committee of 1nquiry that will report to me on the facts and the
circumstances, and the evidenre
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Sir D. Maclean - Is it the practice n the Isdia Office that
the Secretary of State for India would not hear of:an occurrence of
this nature which hapyened eight months ago ?

Mr. Montagu. When the riots were ocouring I published a
sorios of ‘‘communiques” giving the information as it was telegraphed
to me. The result of the detailed 1nvestigation which haa been
gomg on has heen prepared by the aughomties in India to lay
before Lord Hunter’'s Commttee.

Sir H. Craik Does not the Right Hon. gontleman consider that
at this moment 1t is most undesireable that any opinion should
be expressed 1 this House on the subjeet wheh is now under
considaration by lord Hunter's Commuttee, based npon what he
states to he unauthorised reports ’

Mr. Montagu. | am quite sure that the House does not
wani to prejudge the mitter. Ar the same time 1 caunot help
saying that the ecvidence as pubhshed in the newspapers 18 pro-
foundly disturbing, and T cannot help saymg also that is why
I hope that, without any unuccessary delay, lLord Hunter’s
findings will be available. The Commttee are sitting continu-
ously , they have completed evidence at Lahore, they have three
o1 four other places to fimsh, and | hope that the evidence will
be completed by the eud of this month

Sir D. Maclean 1 view of the very deeply wntated state ot
the public mind on this oceurience, will my Right Hon. tnend
se¢ that a special report 1s sent to him, and will he publish it
immadiately he receives it ? .

Sir H. Craik: Will the Right Hon gentleman refuse to
publish part ot the evidence until the whole of the mqgqury e
completod !

Mr. Montagu The Commttee which was appomted 1 helieve
to be an authonitative and mmpmitial one It 1s premided over hy
a distinguishod Judge [ would deprecate 1mterfering with their
decisions, but 1 hope when the mnvestigation 1~ completed to publish

",

everything qute fully. v

Mr. Mac Veagh Can the Right Hon, gentleman explawn
how #1t  happens that an incident which ocenrred eght months
ago in which 500 ludians were killed and 1.500 wonnded, was not
made known in this countiy for a period of e1ght months

Montagu There were statements pubhished 1elating to this
ooccurrence as they were received  As the months have gone by,
more and more evidence has been colleeted, which 18 now available
for Lord Hunter's Commuttee The cusualties imolhve one of the
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most difficult points. It is verv diffienlt to say the exact number
of men who, unfortunately, lost their lives in these oceurrences.
Various estimates have heen furnished, and [ look to Tord
Hunter's Commttee to mve the Empire and this House the
authoritative figures

Lord R. Cecil Can the Right Hon gentleman sny whether
the Government of India exercise any ecnsorship to prevent the
telegraphing of the evidence betore Lord Hunter's Committes,—
apparently this hus only come hv mail

Mr. Montagu: I helieve that there has been a censocship
during the riots in the Panjab, mt none sinee The wires are very
much  cougested, and 1t may have Iwen for that vemson that
none of this evidence was telegraphed

Colonel Yate It not a fact that the Euglish papers have
selacted the evidence of one partieular watness, amd that all the
evidenes of the magstrates and other people who gave evwdence
prior  to that witness has not heen pubhshed in Encland, and
that 1u tset we have had no evidenee publighed ?

Mr. Montagu: I would invite members to 1ead the evidenes as
published 1 the Indian newspapers The seleetion of this particular
pince of evidence was, T heheve, due to the enterprise of one particular
London journal, which always seems to me to he the best nformed
of them on Indian affairs  They seleeted this particular one from
thewr correspondent 1 Allahahad, which wan copred into  other
vewspapers, but the "Times of India  and other uewspapers are
available, and T shall place them where hon  members ean e the
whole evidenee as pubhigshed in Tndian newspapers

Monday, December 22, 1919

Colonel Wedgwood 1y I'rivate Notiwee psked the Sceretary of
State for India whether, pending the result of the Hunter Enquiry,
Brieather General Dver has heen rehesved of his command @ and,
further, whether the Secretary of State has yvet reecived n cahbled
report of General Ther's evidonee given before the Commisgion

Mr. Montagu: The answer to both paras of the guestion is 1n
the negative. T may sav Lam m comiounication with the Viceroy -
on the whole matte s

Colonel Wedgwood . Ohviously this is too mportant a
question to he dealt with in supplementary qguestions, and there-

fore, I give notice that 1 shall raise the subject on the adjourn-
ment to-cay.
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Colonel Wedgwood (later on the adjournment): I rose
because I wanted to raise a question which is different from the Irish’
question in locality but very similar to 1t in general characteristics.

1 want to raise the quostion of the Amritsar massacre, and
the duty of this country towards India in that respect. The details
of that massacre are, unfortunately, too well-known to us. The
English Press, with a few exceptions, has t«.khhe Euglish view of
the matter, The whole country has been hormfied at what took
place. Let me remind the Eouso of what took place, and not from
hearsay, but on the evidence given by the principal actor. Here
enquiry will result 1n some trivinl action. The thing must he put
right  What happened? There was a religious festival and
thousands ot Punyabis had gonoe into Awritear. The British ofheials
were anxious and the Deputy Commssioner on April 9 surrounded
the notorious Drs. Satyalpal and Kitchlew and carred them off. The
news got about and their followers sent a massed deputation to the
Deputy Commissioner demanding their release The deputation
was stopped, apparently by troops, it was ouly armed with sticks
and as a resuit the troops fired and shot some of the demounstratars.
Speoches were made over the bodies, and the mob turned and
murdered three Enghshmen and beat a lady No one would exsuse
riote of that sort. On the evemng of the 10th General Dyor arrived
At Amvitsar, and the Deputy Commissioner handed over the eivil
power to him. He issued a proclamation by word of month that no
meetiugs should be held. T'wo days later, after there had bhaen no
sort of riot nor murder, (zeneral Dyer hgard that a meeting was 'to
be held at the Jallianwalla Bagh, He procesded there with ahout
50 troops, hal® British half Indan, and a certain number of (Gurkhas
armed with thewr kukrms The Jalhanwalla Bagh 15 an open space,
halfi & male square, which hax one entry wide enough for three
persons. The troops got in and lined up on a mound of dobris.
The walls, seven feet high, and the surrounding houses enclosed
the people. There were, too, three alleys throngh which the people
might have been able to pass. Within 30 soconds of the troops
getting 1n, Geueral Dyer gave orders to fire, and the crowd of
people, estimated at anything trom 5,000 to 20,000, who were
sitting on the ground, peacefully listening to the mob oratory, were
fired on. The rosult of the ticops’ fire into the mass of people we
o not know. But we do know that Dyer's own estimate of the
.osusalties resulting from ten minutes’ continual individual firing
was 400 to 500 killed and 1,500 wounded. What were the people
to do? They could not escape., They were people who had not
offerod any violence and who had not been warned. These people
were shot down. After ten minutes the ammunition was exhausted
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and the troops marched off, and they left 1,500 wounded there.
There were men lying thers for two days, dying of thirst, eating
the ground, bleeding to death and nobody to look after them.
Those relations who lived near came and csrried away some of the
wounded from among the head of dead and dying, but the
unfoertunate country people died there miserably of thewr wounds. '
I'his is what is done in 1919 in British India An English sporte-
man would take any amount of trouble or time to see that &
wounded partridg: was put out of its mmsery, but these wounded
people were lying there for two days dying slowly Think what
thix means. There has naver hesn aunything hke it before 1n
Engtish hwstory, and not m tho whole of our relations with India
hias there ever been anything of this magmtude before. If you
are to find anything so damuing to the British repntation you have
to go back cenfuries In the ordinary HEnghsh primer the only
thing the ordunary persou learns about British rule i lndm is
about the Black [ole of Caleutta and the massasre of Cawnpore,
where there was a well chosked with corpsos. Centuriex henoe
you will find [udian ehildron brought up to this spot, just as they
visit now the Cawnpors Woll, and you can mnagine tho foolings of
thrse Ludians for generations over this terrible business.

(Hon. Member “Wht would you have done ')

[ should not have commtted murder. Think what all this
maws ' You will have a <hring era~ted there and every year there
will h2 pro~gysio 1~ ot Induans visiting the toahs of the martyrs, and
Englishm~n will go there and stand birshewded hifore 1t. By this
weident you have divided racos that might otherwise have loved
one another. 'The mght hon gentleman has laid a foundation which
might have led to real co-operation within the Bntish Kmpire
but that has now baen destroyod.

[t has not only destroved that, but 1t has destroyed our
roputtion throughout the world  You know what wil happen,
Ail the blackguards in America when they lynch niggers, will say,
“Uh you dul the sams in fndia ° Whan hutehries take place in
Russie, whother 1t bs by White or Rod (Gnards, they will say, *We
nevar did anything hke what you dul 1n India, and when wo tell
1h” Turke, “You masarcryd the Armemans’ they will say, “Ves we
wish we had the chanes of getting 5,007 of thom togsther, and
then of shooting straight ” That 1s the short of welcome that this
will got, and all the derent people i1n the world will think that
Eugland raally likaa what hippined at Amritsar, and that all this
sort of thing is Enghsh  Reilly, we know thit this sort of thing
is the finest Prussianism that ever took place The (armans never
did anything worse in Belgium This damns us for all tima.
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Wheaever we put forward the humanitarian view, we: shall have this
tele thrown into our teeth. What is it that ditfarentintes this from
all other borrors by Government i the past? If you have a moh
distinetly out to kil amnd to leot, and the soldiers are called out to
meet the mob, they have got to stop 1t.  Firing 1s justified in such
cases There may be hundreds killed 1n such a case, but, when
soldiers are Leing stoned and being stoné® and hammnered 1t 1
their duty as well as their night to resar

The Secretary of State for India (Mr Montagu) The hou. and
gnllnnt Member knows that he 18 deabng with subjeets which are
‘sub judice” and formng his estimate of what happened ou one
column and a hal report of the evidence of a wingle man who was
in the witnese-box tor a whole day  He knows that no action ol
any sort or kind whatever ean be taken affecting whoever it ma)
he, to vindieate—1f any action be necessary — the name of England
for justice and fair play, until that report w received 1 have
never known a case wherr so mamy deduetions have beeu drawn wn
this Houge from events which at the moment ate bemg rnqun*ed
into by an mmpartial tribvaal

Colonel Wedgwood | (v not think that | have vamed irow
the words used by General Dyer He ¢ accused out of his own
mouth, He himself said, “1 chd not take thuty seconds to decide
whether to shoot.” He lhmmsell sad that the mob might have
dispersed 1f he bad asked them  He himselt said that he hied on
them becauss, if they had dispersed, they might have come Dack
and laughed at him atterwards  He has made that clem I wanted
to point out the difference between suppressing a mob doing violence
and shooting down peuvple who are not violent, becausge hy that
action terror ught bLe nspued and prevent mnots i the futwe
We have never justified the shooting down ot people, not becaune
they were endangering lite, but becanse they nupht do so at some
future time unless they were fired on

(It being Eleven of the Clock the Motion tor the Adjour: ment
of the House lapsed, without Question put )
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The Indo-British Association
on the Indian Reforms.

[The Indo-British Association of England 1s the most reactionary
body of Britishers whose one aim 1s to keep India and other non-
White portions of the Empire under perpetual helotage. It is
cemposed mainly of Ex-Governor, Ex-1.C.S. and other retired
service men grown fat on the salt of India and now bent upon doing
agood (') turn to India by opposing Mr, Secretary Montagu’s
Reforms on the plea that rthe Masses of India, their mlch-
cow, wii! suffer therefrom. On this see Mr. Montagu's Criticism
on p. 155-8.

The 2nd Annual Sessions of the Association met in June 1919
under the Prestdency of Lord Sydenham  He 1s the head of on
influenuial section of M. P s who fail to recognise that the day
of aggressive domtnation of the Prussian type, based on race-
arrogance, with power and privileges on one side and debasement
and disabthinies on the other are past  To quote Sir Abbas Al,
“the sordid traditions of the East India Company, of secunng
unfair economic advantages by building up British power and
vrestige on the ruins of the Indian people'’s iberty and self-respect
.ave not yet been swept away by the new forces which the recent
world upheaval has set to mouon.” The following is taken
from his presidential speech and well worth recording as 1t will
teach Indians in what hght a large and influential section of
Britishers view them and the coming Reforms...... Editor ]

The Indian Reform Bill

The portions of the Bill to which we are strongly opposed are
practically three  Furst of all, we oppose as strongly as we can
the weakening of the supreme Government of India, by setting
up two Chambers, and creating most complicated arrangements
which will, we believe, certainly cause the maximum of friction,
and of delay and of intrigue. If the recent deplorable events in
India have not brought home to Mr Montagu the risks of
weakening or fettering the supreme Government of India, 1 am
afraid nothing will do so. Secondly, we object as strongly to the
setting up of the dual cabmnet w1 every province. (Applause)
Nothing of this kind exisis 10 any civilised country 1in the world,
and 1 am perfectly certain it never will, The evils which it will
eniall are perfectly understood and explained by the provincial
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Governments, and, 1 do beg you to read the memorandum by
Sir Michael O' Dowyer (This 1s the late Lieut. Gov, of Punjab
held popularly rasponsible for the Massacre of 1919) avd the
Bombiy Government, which explained it in the most excellent
mannper. Those most important documents have only just been
published. though 1 pressed hard for them many months ago.

Now, Mr. Montagu suggests that the heads of the provinces
are prejudiced persons, aud that therefore their views can be
ignored Now, ladies and gentlemen, prejudiced agamnst or for
what ? 1s it the least likely that the local governments, in the
closest touch with the reahities of admimstratton of the provinces,
and of the conditions of the provinces—i~ 1t the lzast likely that
they would be prejudiced against anything which could c¢onduce
to the welfare of the people of those provinces z Are Mr,
Montagu and his persent supporters—some of whom have not
concealed their desire to turn us out of India, or therr desperate
anxiety to get power 1nto their hands —are they really the only
unprejudiced persons?  Now, I think you wil all agree that
the effect of settng up ths monstrous dual cabinet in every
province must be to undermine authority within a short time
throughout all India, and to create interminable conflicts between
what are already called the “popular numsters” and the non-
descript cabinet which stands outside those mimisters, and these
conflicts must lead, 1if the Governor shows any strength, to
violent attacks 1 the Press, to harluls and Satvagraha vows,
which will, as we have lately seen, end 1n the death ot a large
numbet of nnocent persons who have been excted by gross
falsehoods That 1s why we oppose the drarchy We object
also to the demial of cecmmunal representation to the classes
which most need its protection, and that has been done In
defiauce of the opinions of the Government of Madras aganst
which Mr. Montagu pevmitted him~c1f 10 direct sueers,

On Transferred Subjects

The composition of Lord Soutthbrough's Committees (of
which the Chairmen were chosen hecause they knew nothing of
India and some of the members had  previously committed
themselves 1n advance, and therefore were not gquahfied to act as
judges) seems to have been 1 complete keeping with Mr
Montagu’s methods Tt was announced in the report that the
transfered subjects vary in different pravinces, according to the
state of advancement of that province Now, we find that they
aie Lthe same w all provinces, except that forests are 1ncluded n
Bumbay, and when we remember that such iastly important
seivices as local self-government, medical admimstration 1nclud-
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ing hospitals, public health and sanitation, education, agriculture,
civil veterinary departments, co-operative Societies religious and
charitable endowmients, public works and the development of
industries are all 1o be managed by munisters uncontrolled, except
by the Governor's veto n certain cases, and obliged to court
popularity, one can 1magine what will happen. I do not think
Parliament can understand what Mr, Montagu asks, that it should
abandon and give up the power over the services which
perhaps most affect their daily lives. Parhament must 1emain
still responsible for the well-being of the peoples of India, and
yet it 1s asked to give up the power which that responsibility
demands [ myself was mimster for public works for 5} years,
and | know too well what would happen 1 that Department
when it 1s transferred to whar [Lord Southborough's Committee
miscalls “popular control” Many of us have seen how elections
can be arranged, and so far up to the persent time, the result
has teen that the general eleciorates have returned 70 per cent.
of lawyers, The reason for that 1s partly because lawyers are
an object of fear in India.  Of the few voters, five millions of
them, Mr Montagu says “You have got to get them to vote
and you have to ge: them to understand what a vote means.”
Now, inducements to vote, tempered by intimdation, will
certainly be forthcoming, and these credulous people will be
told what their candidate promises to do for them But what
1s certain 1s that 1f anything happens which he does not hike, the
voter will throw rhe whole blame upon the British Government,
and not upon the * popular mimster " (Applause)

The "Passion For Self-Government.”

Continuing he said, Mr, Montagu stated on May 22nd, “There
15, believe me, a passion for self-government,” and on the sth of
this month (June) he added, “There are 315 millions of people
eagerly awaiting, so far as they are politically educated, the deci-
ston of this House’ (laughter) and he also announced there was
general agreement on all sides 1n India and 10 this country  Now
these statements really conflict with the statements 1n the report
itself, and also with many facts known to you all. In hs 315
millions Mr, Montagu must have included the subjects of all the
Native States. Now does he really think that mm Hyderabad
or in Bikanir, there has been suddenly developed a ‘‘passion for
self-government ?"" The Governmen’ of the Nizam has recently
ordered one nf the most prominent ads ocates of self-government
out of his State and has furbidden him to return, Can Mr. Mon-
tagu really imagine that the 94 per cent. of illiterate people have
the smallest idea of what self-governmet or his Bill means,
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and there cannot be a quarter ot a milhon people in India at
the present moment who could give 4 realiy intelhgible
account of either ? It does «eem to me 1t 1s a gieat pity
that in his Second Reading speech Mr Montagu made
no allusion to the wunrest mm India or to the recent
Afghan invasion, which 1s not by any means unconnected with
Indian rolitics, an 1nvasion which, if 1t were not for British
troops and for the fine regiments ot India led by Bntish officers,
would carry to-day as it did in the pasi, firg"and sword to the
rich cities of Northern India  Even mn the midst of our many
pte-occupations in this country at this present critical time, surely
there must be some people who can read the wiiing on the wall,
and who must doubt whether this 1s the 1ume to undermine the
only authority in India which can keep order and guard the
frontier.,

Unbridled Agitation

Mr Montagu has excluded the Noith West Frontier Pro-
vince from the benefits ot his reforms, bat that will be useless if
the rest of India passes out of contraol. Mrs Besant since she
came back has stated that given a fau chance, that, of course, s
given Home Rule, India would in 40 years be 1 a position to
defend herself aganst vasion  Mrs, Besaut 1s not a mulntary
authority, and we have got to remember that she is reported to
have suggested the armung of India for guite another pnrpnse
than the detence of the frontier, We do not yet know the details
of the nots 1n the Presidency towns List year, and the far more
serious occurrences of this year, but so far as we know some sinis-
ter facts seem to meto stand out quite plamly  The earlier niots
were, as the Governments of Bengal and Madras stated, engineer-
ed by political agitation and entirely ‘due to the reckless false-
hoods which have been spread far and wide 1n those presidencies
For some time certain Indian papers, with strong support from
New Indra and the Bombay Chronicle, have done their utmost to
present British rule and Butish people in an odious light to the
people of India, and to atribute to them ali the ills from which
India suffers

These are the words of the responsible Government of Madras,
But this ‘unbridled agitation™ has not only been peimitted but
even encouraged i late years by the apathyv ot the Government ;
it has mcreased most markedlv since the advent of Mr. Montagu
to power It has borne ewil frmt amony the people of India
and the crop has not yet been wholly gathered Shortly before
assuming office  Mr Montagu made an unjustified attack on
British Rule in India that was described by a retired Indian
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Judge 1n the following words :— “Never before in the history of
Anglo-Indian Administration, the bureaucracy was subjected
to such scorching, withering cnticism by one who has held the
High office of Parliamentary Under-Secretary for India.” Now
that was Mr. Montagu's contribution towards goodwill in India,
with the results we can already see Neither the Secretary of
State not the Government of India have done anything to
protect their servants, toiling n the heat of India, from the most
gross calumuies, and when at the fag end of a Session, Mn
Montagn suddenly made that extremely important pronounce-
ment which was capable of almost any 1nterpretation, the results
which we have seen became practically 1nevitable. It was
beheved from that ume onward that government was weakemng
and two months later the shocking atrocities 1n Bihar occured, and
were 1epeated on a smaller scale at Katarpur in the following year,

The direct cause, I am certain, has been the incendiary
wriing and speaking which has been permitted all over India
n recent years A large number of ignorant people were taught
that the plague, famine, and even the epidemic of Influenza were
due to the British Government which had become weak and un-
able 10 rule,

'dkoferring to Mr Gandhi and Satyagraka Lord Bydenham
said :—

Now, has Mr. Montagu ever consideied the effect in India
of ms publiclv clamung Mr. Gandhu as his “friend” as he did the
other day ? What better encouragement to lawbreaking could
he give? He 1s now apparently trusting to a Mnderate Party
which does not exist. Some Moderates so-called were Extre-
nusts yesterday, and they will be Extremists again to-morrow,
Other Moderates know well and will tell you in private they
regard the Rowlatt Act as essential for the protection of Indians,
but they were intimidated into opposition, or they were asked
to behieve that unless they opposed the Acts they would have
no pohtical future. Their action supphes a warning which, it
seemns to mae, 1t 1s madness to disregard A revolutionary paper
‘The Daily Herald’ which Mr. Churchill denounced the other day
m most scathing terms, 1s partly supported by funds from India,
and the Indian Extremists in this country are now busily
engagad in intriguing with the Sinn Feiners and in keeping in
touch with the most revolutionary party in this country.

It is quite clear Mr. Montagu is determined to use all his
power,—and it is very great,—to force through this Bill without
any amendment. But he has taken upon himself a very great
responsibility which will come home to him before many years
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have . He has said he proposed deliberately td disturb the
placid contentment of the people and he has re'aﬁy made great
progress in that direction already. He is prematurely forcing
democratic institutions upon the most aristocratic country that
is left in the world. e is setting up a machinery which will
in time enable a little oligarchy to paralyse all GGovernment.
He is sealing the doom of the great Bntish pubiic: services to
which the wonderful progress of lnd:a.:ﬂfbthe assumption of
Government by the Crown 1s due.

The capture of a portion of the Labour Party by the Extre-
mists is, I am afraid, complete, and 1t would be really amusing,
if there was not a tragedy lying 1n the background. Mr Spoor
in the recent debate in the lszlouse of Commons said: “There
has been for a fairly long period a very considerable decline in
Indian industries, with all the consequent suffering that decline
mnvolves” Now, that shows exactiy what propaganda will do.
Judged by any test that you can appiy, the wealth and industriés
of India have increased in the most remarkable way during the
lait 25 years. But Mr. Spoor 1s nct in the least to blame ; he
only said what he had been told, but that any Labour leader
would be willing to place power over 244 millions of people
in the hands of a little upper class of Brahmanas and lawyers
s one of the bitterest iromes of the present sttuation,

If we now transfer the power then within a few years there
will be no Government, and the anarchy, of which we have
already seen warming symptoms, will prevail throughout India,
and we shall be obliged to restore authyrity by force, or to leave
India ‘to relapse into the chaos from which we rescued her.

Now, there 1s not one of us present here to-day, I am
certain, who would not give Home Rule to India to-morrow if
we thought 1t would be for the best good of the people,
but we must think first of the welfare of the huge illiterate
population with nearly 3o per pent. of simple, kindly cultivators
who form the vast mass of the population We, of this Associa-
tion, support orderly evolution, and we have come together
to-day only because of the warm affection that we cherish
for the people of India but we assert that this Bill, which
Mr. Montagu says, “will” settle the constitutional question, can
settle nothing but that it will effect what must be a revolution,




The Indian Reform Bill.

[The following is an extract from Zhe Spectaior, 12 Tune '1Ip
the most anti-Indian and reactionary journal, the mouth-
pisce of the notorious Indo-British Association of B
Its opinion on the reforms is reflected on the speech of Lord
Sydenham quoted above ]

India has been governed in trust by Briush officials since
the work of government was taken over from the East India
company 1n 1858, and she has been governed with a brilliance
and an honesty which in combmnation can be nowhere
matched in the world. It s now proposed to pull down that
system Mr. Montagu takes credit for intending that the process
shall be gradual, though we cannot but beheve that if the Indian
Reform Bill becomes law, the nuschief will vegin early and will
soon bkcome desperate Why shculd we disguise our real
thought$? Mr Montagu uses phrases hghtly and rhetorically,
but our own solemn belief 1s that what he is planning—with an
inevitability which he 13 unable to appreciate—is the
rumin of India

No Grounds for, Haste.

[n his speerh in the House of Commons on Thursday week he
disclosed no grounds for the haste which he says 1s imperative
in wtroducing reforms. Much less did he justify the recklessness
and the unnecessary complexity of his proposals. The diarchy must
surely be condemned by statesmanship by reason of its extreme
intricacy—~statesmen always aim at simplicty 1n administration
—if it were not condemned because of its inherent absurdity,
But apparently simphcity and directness are alien to Mr.
Montagu's mind. He aims at what 1s ambitious and high sounding.
Even wnen it comes to so simple a matter of duty as to justigr
the Rowlatt Acts he strikes a note which is really humbating,
because in effect he ap»logizes instead of stoutly telling the truth.
The Rowlatt Acts embody the recommendations of a most able
and learned Judge who had no axe whatever to grind 1n India,
and who said what he thought on the evidence, as a Judge ought
to do, without bunging any precooceptions to his task. e
A cts are framed fot the defence of honest men and innocent
persons What need 1s there to say more? That is their reason
for existing, and 1t s a complete and ample one. They are direct-
ed solely at the suppression of sedition and anarchy, and every
law-abiding citizen ought to rejoice in the security which they
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afford not only to the individual but to the whole of India. Mr.
Montagu'’s reasons for introducing his drastic reforny Bill would
sound very strange if they were not unfortunately too famihias,
He continually harks back to the pledge of the Government given
in August, 1917. As a matter of fact, the Government were not
pledged by the words then used to any so-called plan of demnocra-
tic reform, and have not been pledged at any moment since It
1s a bad sign, this harping on the pledge It reminds one rather
of the way in which the typical money lender talks (o his client.
He uses language which intimidates, because it is vague ; he always
has some awful threat ready, though it has never been submitted
to exact or legal scrutiny If his client does not pay the extor-
tionate interest, he talks ternbly about “your letter of the 22nd
olt.” or declares that he must recall to hus chént’s memory the
“fifth clause” of their agreement The unhappy chient heheves
that without knowing it he has pledged himself irremediably by
the accusing instruments of his own hand  If people will calmly
look into the history of the Indian Reform «cheme, they will find
that we are not in honour bound to conter upon India any such
scheme as Mr. Montagu has proposed, but that, on the coutrary,
our whole relation to India binds us to govern in future as we
have done 1in the past according to the rules which wul give tne
best results and therefore the greatest happiness to India.

Combination of Rashness and Gratuitousness.

In his speech on Thursday week, Mr Montagu talked about
the ‘‘eagerness” with which the Indian “nation-—as though
India were a nation—was awaiting his Reform Bill, He may for
the moment have forgotten, but we have not forgotten, that
the Report 1ssued in his own name and that ot Lord Chelmsford
he confessed that his policy was approved of by only a very small
minority. “We have seen 1t estimated,” he wrote, “that the num-
ber of people who really ask for free institutions does not exceed
five per cent of the population. It is in any case a small propor-
tion, but to the particular numeral we attach no importance
whatever, . . Our reason 1s the faith that is 1n ue ' These
figures, brushed aside with such insouciance by Mr. Montagu last
week, might well give pause to more sober minds But Mr,
Montagu is inflamed with his ambitious State building, and so the

"Report tells us that ‘“the placid pathetic contentment of the
masses is not the sml on which Indian nationhood will grow, and
in ddiberatel¥ disturbing 1t we are working for her [India's]
highest good.” The contentment 1s admitted , the placidity is
admitted ; the nsignificance of the demand for forms of Self-
Government which hardly anybody in India understands, is
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admittéd y but because that clever and rhetorical use of the word
“pathetic” has entered the mind of Mr Montagu, everything that
is certain and stable is to be sacrified ! We have heard of acts of
stalesmanship that were rash and of acts of statesmanship that
were uncalled for or, as people say, gratutious, but for a combina-
tion of rashness and gratuitousness we know of no political
proposal to equal Mr Montagu’s Reform Bill,

The Diarchy.

The core of the Bill 1s of course what is known as the diarchy
—the proposal that m the admimstration of the Provinces part
of the executive work shall be carred out by Ministers dependent
upon a popular vote, and partly by Ministers appointed under the
old methods of Indian Goverr ment, though those methods wll
be shghtly changed. Those subjects of legislation which are to
be retained 1n the hands of the bureaucratic Ministers will he
known as “reserved” subjecis, and those which are to be handed
over 1o the new populaily elected Minisiers will be known as
“transferred” subjects, Probably if Mr, Lionel Curtis had not
travelled in India and wntien with all has Inerary power aboyt
this scheme ot diarchy, Mr Montagu would never have thought
of such a thing. Mr Montagu tells us that he cannot imagine
any other way of gradually building up a system of belf-Govern-
ment than this method of transferring subjects from the one
aunthonty tu the other as the popularly elected Ministers become
capable of dealng with fiesh matters But against his fanciful
notions there 1s a solid array of disapproval expressed by some
of the ablest and most expetienced admimistrators in India. That
Mr. Montsgu can rely upon a certain degree of support is of course
true, 1+ is almost part of ithe duty of Civil Servants to promise
to do their best to make a scheme work when they understand
that the Government desire 1t. But Mr, Montagu, if he were
not so self-confident, would have been much more impressed, and
mmght even have been abashed, by the very strong criticism of
his diarchy. Moreover, we must say that it was insulting of him
to discount the opposition offered to his scheme by British
administrators in India on the ground that these men were “not
unprejudiced.” We agree with them that the diarchy will not
work in practice, In each Province where the diarchial
machinery 1s set up there 15 to be only “one Government,” and
therefore 1t will be itnpossible for pubhic critictsm to say whether
blame for mistakes rests npon the Departments which are dealing
with the “reserved” subjects or upon the Departments which are
dealing with the “transferred” subjects. It 1s inevitable that
whenever anything goes wrong the critics will merely blame “the
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Government.” What else canthey do? In fine, there is no
E:l::pect of education in Self-Government under the diarchy

use the people cannot rectify mistakes if the people cannot
name the source of the mistakes,

The Diffioulty of Caste.

But if the diarchy itself is a first-rate difficulty, it is after all
only 2 mechanical defect that 1s capable of ange, By far the
greatest difficulty in the way of such reform as Mr. Montagu
proposes is the immemorial and religious practice of cast among
the Hindus, Politically minded Indians are a very small number
among the three hundred and fifteen millions of population, and
among this minority the Hindu rehgious principle of caste 1s
held so sternly that it would prevent all fruitful communication
between the leaders and the masses The people who have really
ruled India have always been the people not bound by caste ;
that is to say, the Muhammedans and ourselves hat a
foundation on which to try to bulld up a structure of democracy !
The attempt would, no doubt, end in making India safe for
an oligarchy Think of the mullions of lowcaste natives and
out-castes These neople could never make their voices heard.
The *untouchables” would defile their volitical leaders 1f they
did so much as come within speaking distance of them

Thewhole system 1s a frank negation of democracy. Surely the
first step towards democracy is tomnvite the intellectual Brahmanas
of India to think the matter over carefully, and decide whether
they prefer democracy or cast it, The two things cannot co-exist,
If they think Self Government preferable,.and are willing to throw
open their arms and admit to their counsels theiwr very humbie
and untouchable brethren, well and good. We shall then
have a starting point But to pretend that democracy and
equality will be learned by virtue of Mr Montagu’s scheme, when
the whole religious ceremonial of the Brahmanas forbids them
to live as equals with their fellowmen who happen to have been
bornin circumstances different from therr own, is madness. About
seventy per cent, of the Indian people are raiyats or small
zemindars. At a meeting of the Bengal Association of Raiyars
on April 24th reported i1n the Stateman, the members nassed a
resolution which contains these words: “Knowing what the
villagers know, they beg to inform the Government as well as
‘the agitators that they can never prefer a selfish oligarchy to an
wmpartial bureaucracy, which has been their onlv support till
now. So unless the ncher classes, such as the Zemindars and
Mahajans, show greater consideration for the poor peasantry, and
unless & due share of Self-Government is given to them, the
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peasantry as a whole will oppose a further extension to any Sei
Government."(This meeting was inspired by Anglo-Indians—

Experiment in an Indian State First

The Spectator has proposed that there should be an experi-
ment in reform in one of the Raja-governed States. Let some
Indian Prince, it says. bestow upon his people the blessings of Self
Government,

“The experimbnt would be most carefully watched,. and
if 1t succeeded would of course be widely imitated. N
could resist such a success. But Mr, Montagu poured all his
scorn upon any such sane and moderate measure, He had special
words of abuse for the vet‘jé’ sensible proposal of the Indo-British
Assnciation that in every Province one or two districts should be
placed 1n charge of a sclely Indian official staff, and that the plan,
if successful, should be extended into a division, and finally into
the whole Province Really Mr Montagu's arguments against
trying such experiments as the Indo-British Association and the
Spectator have pronosed were the worst part of his speech, “In
for a penny, tn for a pound.” 15 nearly always a bad argument,
but 1t 1s most dangerous of all when 1t 1s applied to Constitution
making One can hardly resist the belief that Mr. Montagu at
the back of his mind feels that an experiment would be sure to
fail, and would therefore block any attempt at more ambitious
reforms. Thefore he seems to say to himself : “ Plunge right in,
The tce, of course,1s too thiu to bear. Don’t test it with one
foor, Walk nght on" As agamst our own scheme, we must
admit that though many Rajahs talk of reform when reform 1
fashionable at Simla, perhaps not one of them could be induced
to submut his country to the esperiment. Native Rajahs may
talk of advanced education for native women when it 1s being
ardently taken up by the ladies of Simla, but they have no real
mtention of yielding their power to the people at large. That
objection, however, does not apply to the plan of the Indo-British
Association, and Mr. Montagu's derison is we fear, only too likely
to recoil some day not only upon his own head but upon the
heads of his countrymen As we have tried to point out, Mr.
Montagu affirms that immediate reform of the most sweeping
kifid 1s necessary for India for no better reason than that he
wishes it to seem necessary,

Driving the coach right over the Precipice
“There is no such necessity. We are entirely in favour of ex-

eriments of a moderate kind, remembenng all the time the
seight and depth of our responaibility to the mixed races of India,



400 THE SPECTATOR ON INDIAN REFORMS

If the capacity for self-government flourished and developed, we
should look forward with confidence to the day when we could
clear out and leave the ludian peoples to themselves. But that
day 1s not yet, nor is it within sight, Just when we have at last
ot a really fine and fair system of government at work, Mr.
ﬁlontagu, with all his fancifulness and racial ambition, determines
to drive the coach right over the precipice. When any one
remonstrates he says : * You cannot refué® to co this because
you publicly promised to do 1t , You are in horfour bound.” Our
ion of honour is different from Mr. Montagu’s and we
believe that if the people who are not accustomed to study
Indian afiairs would now take the trouble to look into the whole
subject they would pot find themslves in agreement with Mr,
Montagu.
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Interpellations
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Cotton Growing in India
Replying to Sir J. D. Rees, Mr. Montagn stated He hoped to
gend to the Government of India shortly the advice of the Empire
Cotton growing Committee on the recommendations of the Indian
Cotton Committee, The Government of India would then consider,
if it bad not already considered, the whole report including the
recommendation with regard to the Sukkur barragoe.

No Nomination for Provinces

Replying to Col. Yate Mr. Montagu declined to direct the
Government of India to request the present Governors of the
Provinces which submitted the alternative scheme-on 18th January,
to nominate representatives to express their views hefore the Joint
Committee. He wounld take scrupulous care that their views should
be submitted to the Committee He understood that the committes
had already decided to hear Sir Michael O'Dwyer. He had com-
municated to the Committee all names, which Col Yate had
suggested and had every hope they would be called.

No Free Passages to Deputations

Col. Yate suggested that the Covernment of India should
provide funds to enable Muhammadan orgamsations and working
classes in India to send representatives to submit their viewa to
the Joint Committee. Mr. Montagu said He did not think the
suggestion was practicable He pointed out that the Government
of Tndia had not helped the deputations financially and did not
think it possible to differentiate, but promised to commumecate the
suffgestion to the Government of India.

Passive Resistance and Punjab Riot

Replying to Mr. Fiederic Hall, with regard to eonrt martials
in connection with the Punjab riots, Mr. Montagn stated that he
nnderstood that aots of passive resistance against the Rowlatt
Legislation were not in themselves treated ae offences by the
Punjab anthorities.
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Rowlatt Legislati

Replyivg to Capt. Ormsby Gore Mr. Montagu stated thut he
had received many communications from India with regard to
the Rowlath Legislation and he had given them Ais beat considers-
tion from the point of view of allaying uneasiness. He believed
that the powers given to the executive by the Rowlatt Legialati
were at present necessary, but there wepe no remgensible grounds i?i‘
apyrehension in India. He emphasised that the Act was valid for
threeyears only, after whigh the whole position would be considered
and, if anarchical and revolutionary action were abandoned, the Act
would not he used and there would be no necessity for its renewal.

Rice Hoerds

Mr. Thomas-Stanford asked the Secretary of State of India
whether he is aware that quantities of rice are being held mp by
the merchants at Darjecling in order to foree up prices and that a
considerable portion of the rice so hoarded ie going bad ; ‘whether
there is any reason to helieve that this procedding is part of an
organised plan to embarrass the Government and secure the repeal
of the Excess Profits Tax , and whether, in the interest of the
native consumer and for the maintonance of order, the Government
will take steps to put an end to this profiteering in an article of
prime necessity ’

Mr. Montagu —-1 have uo information but will commumeate the:
subatance of my hon Friend’s question to the Government of India.
Floggings in Burma

Lisut. Communder Keuworthy asked the Secretary of State for
India if he can state the number of floggiugs that have taken place
in Burma in _the 'ast six months, how many of these floggings were
publio, the number of lashes given 1 each case; the ipstrument by
which the punishment was wnflicted, snd the composition of the
‘sourt-martial o1 other court that passed these sentences.

The Secretary of State for India —The figures are returned
aunually. T have no figures later than those for last year and I
see no reason to call for a speeial inquiry. The caniugs are uot
public and the sentences are passed by the ordinary évil courts.
There have been no court-martinls in Burma for offences other
than those of a purely military nature

Commissions for Indians
_ Captain Ormsby-Gore asked the Sccretary of State for India
whether it is proposed to lay down any specific number of
pommisgions to be conferred upon Indians each year from among
Indians already serving in the Army, and from amopg young,
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educated Indiahe who underpo special training and education with
a view to their becoming officers at the commencemet of :their
regimental careers, respectively, or are commissions.to be granted
from time to time as suitable individuals obtdin reoommendation § -

" Mr. Montagu.—It is not proposed to grant nommissions every
year to Indiaue already serving in the Army, but a limited tumber
of commissions is being granted to Indians who have specially
distingnished themselves in the War. I am not quite sure

are the young edutsted Indians to whom the hon. and gailant
Member refers, but if he means Indians who seek admission to the
Ariny through Sandhurat. the number to be nomimated every
year is ten.

Captain Ormehy-Gore asked the Secretary of State for India
how many Commissions 1 the Indian Army have been granted
to Indiaus since the announcement of August, 1917 , whether all
such ecommissione have been granted to Indians serving in the
Indian land forces, and what principle is to he adopted in
granting commissions to Indians 1n the future ? .

Mi. Montagu [ sasume that the hon. and gallant Member
refers to permanent commiesions. Nine of these have been given
to Indiau officers serving m the Inchan land forces who have
specially distinguished #hemselves during the War. Five Indian
vardets have heeu admitted to Sandhurst and will receive commis-
sions in due course 1if they qualify. Five more will join uext term,
and it 18 intended that there shall join ten annually. A further
limited number of commissions will be grantad to Indian officers
for special distinction i the present War, and to those cadete
considered qualified at the Indore Military Colloge, whioh closes
shortly. But otherwise commssions will only be given to Indiaus
who qualify at Sandhurst in the ordinary way.

Colonel Yate Is there auy hmt of age to the cadets admitted
to the Indore Military College !

Mr. Moutagu I think there is, but 1 should not like to
xay from memory. ] will tell the hon. and gallant Gentleman

to-morrow.
Imperial Cadet Corps (Dehra Dun)

Captam Ormshy-Gore asked the Secretary of State for India,
why the Imperial Cadet Corpe at Dekra Dun was closed , and
Wher it 18 to be reopened *

" Mr. Montagn —The Imperial Cadet (orps was closed during
the War s the courss of education there was not suited to War-
time conditions. I have not yet had any proposals from tha
Government of India if it is to be reopened.
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House of Commons—Aug. 19
Sir Rabindranath Tagore

Mr. Swan asked the Secretary ol State for Iudia whether a
letter has heen reoceived by the Viceroy from Rabindranath Tagore
asking to he relieved of the Knighthood oconferred upon him’
whether any reply was sent to him; whether+he has been relieved of
of his Knighthood as requested ; and whether the sorraspondence
which passed between R. Tagore and the Viceroy can he published
in the Official Report!

Mr. Montagu —The answer to the first two parts of the questien
is in the affirmative. The title conferred on Sir Rabindranath
Aagore has not been revoked. Sir Rabindranath Tagore communicated
his letter to the Press in India.

Colonisation (Deputation)

Mr. Swan asked the Under-Secretary of State for the Uolonies
whether he is aware that the deputation from British Guiatm on the
question of colonisation is not properly representative of the people of
that colony, but is composed almost exclusively of persons interssted
in the sugar industry, which desires cheap labour by meaus of
immigration ; whether he is also aware that labour is not represeated
on the deputation, and that labour represented members of the
deputation not to proceed. and whether he proposes to take any |
sotion in the matter!

Laeut.-Colonel Amery -—-The question of the deputation from
British Guiana is not one wn which the Secretary of State can inter-
fere , but in considering the proposals put forward by the deputation,
due regard will he paid to the intersts of all sections of the
community.

Government of India Bill.

Ordered,

That Sir Donald Maeclean he discharged from the Select
Commites on the Govenment of India Bill —[coLoNEL GiBBs |

Motion made, and Question proposed—{COLONEL Grems.]

“That Mr. Acland be added to the Committee ”

Colonel Yate : I think 1 should take this opportunity of protes-
ting, not aganist the personality of the appointment of the right hon.
Gentleman the member for Camborne (Mr. Acland) but because the
opportunity has not been taken to appoint some Member with a
reasonsble knowledge of India. There are a large number of Members
of this House who have had experience in India, and I think the
ocoasion should have been seized to appoiut one of these rather than
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& Tight hon. Gentlewan -who has never been in India. Although, of
oourse, I am dehghted that the hon. Member for Camborne should
join the Committes, 1 do feel that now that a vacanoy has oooured
the Prime Minster should take the mattér imto consideration and
appoint someons with recent knowledge of India. 1 hope, indeed, he.
will toneider this matter before finally sanctioning this appointment,.

Mr. Bonar Law- No doubt there is a great deal of force in what
my hon. and gallant Friend has said sbout the value of Indian
axperience, but he is a very old Member of the House of Commons,
and he knows perfectly well the principle on which this Cmmittes
are appointed. The membhers are taken from different partiee. My
right hon Friend opposite has resigned, and one of the oldest rules
we have is that the party to which the retiring Member helongs
should have the nomination of his successor. I think it would be &
great mistake to depart from that practice.

Colonel Yate May I ask-

Mr. Speaker. The hon. and gallant Gentleman has exhuusted
his nght of speaking.

Question put, and agreed to,

Army Commission

Mr. Frederick Roberts asked the Secretary of State for Iudia
whether the Indian Army Commission will inguire tnto the
grievances uf the Tudian section of the Army and of Indhans generally
with regard to the mihtary policy of the Government, why no
Indian is appointed a member of the Commission ; whether the
commission will be made good before the Commission commence
theit work, whether the Tight Hon Gentleman is aware of the
strength of the Indian feeling against Sir Michael O’'Dwyer for his
recent administrative acts in the Punjab, and why he has been
appointed a member in the face of such fecling 1

The Secretary of State for India (Mr. Montagu) —Under the
terms of reference the Committee is concerned with geueral questions
of Military administration and orgamsation, and with grievances ;
but 1 am considering the appointment of an Indian member, I
dc not see that recent administrative acte in the Panab have any
bearivg on this inquiry.

Captain Ormeby-Gore asked the Secretary of State for Inda
why no Indian has been appointed on Lerd Esher's Committee on
thwr Indian Army ?

. Mr. Montegu :—The appointment of an Indian to the Committee
on. the Army in Iidia is uuder consideration.

+ ~Colonel Yate :—Will the Right Hon. Gontleman consider the
question of the taking of evidence from Indian officers now at
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Rampton Court, as there are some there who oould give most
valushle: evideuce bafore the Committes ?

Mr.- Montagu. 1 am obliged ' for the suggestion, and will
commuricate it te the Chairman of the Committee.

Panjab Commission
Ormsby-Gore asked the Secrotary of State for India
whet.har,hem now give the names of the members of the Com-
mission of Inguiry mmto the recent events in the Panjsb, and
whether he will undertake to select as chairman of such a Commis-
mon a Member of either House of Parliament
Mr. Montagy ‘—1 am 1n communication with the Government
of India as to the ingquiry I hope to be 1 a position to make a
statement very shortly.
Captainn Ormsby-Gore ' Betore the House rises tor the Redess !
Mr. Montagu I hope so.

Currency

Mr., Stewart asked the Secrotary of State for India whethér
the amount of silver obtmnshle from abroad by the lbndian Govern-
ment at the present time is sufficient for her requirements and, if
not, will he gauso ingiry to be made with a view to ascertaining
whether the old: rights of the natives to exchange their ornaments
against rupees, for weight, can in any way be restored so
that the Indian Government, in the event of a good export season,
may be placed 1 a position to avail of the large reserves of sjver
at present ou the spot in ¥udia in the shan u.f native ornaments,
as was formerly the case ?

Mz Montage —India could do with more suher The question
of an offer by the (Govenment of India to recerve silver from private
porsons will, 1 understand, be submittad to the Indian Currency
Committee.

Mr, Stawart asked the Secretary of State for India whethar
his atterition has been called to the fact that a higher price in
aterling is now obtainable in Amnierica for sales of gold than is
obtainable in this country , whether India is contemplating putting
up the price she is prepared to pay for imported gold, and, if so, by
\how much , snd whether the presant Currency Conmlttee can be
uempowared to extend ite inguiries to consider the problem of
currency as a whole, instead of approaching the qguestion from a
purely local point of view 1

Mr. Montagu —I am not fully informed ae to sales of gold for
sterling 1n America. The second part of the question asks for a
statement on a matter on which action, if taken at all; weuld
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yecessazily be taken without previous .announcemeut. The Chaiki
man of the Indian Currency Committee informs me. that, in kis
opipion and that of his colleagues, so far as it is possible to see
at present, the terma of reference as they stand give all the
scope neceseary for conducting the inquiry and for making
recommmendations.

Mr. Stewart Will the evidence put before the Committee be
published iu the grdinary course as a Parliameutary Paper.

Mr. Montagu: Perhaps my hon. Friend will give me notice. 1
think so, but I would rather coufirm that by reference.

Patel Hindu Intercaste Marriage Bill

Colonel Yate asked the Secretary of State for India whether
he is aware that the introduction of the Patel Hindu Inter-
caste Marriage Bill in the Indian Legislative Couneil and its
circolation by the Government of India through local Governments
for opmion has caused great alarm amongst orthodox Hindus of
all classes of society in India, as an interference with their most
sacred religious and social usages which it has been the policy of
the British Government hitherto never to interfere with : and will
he ascertain from the Government of India whether it would be
desirable to take action to reassure orthodox Hindu opition that
no interference with religious usage 18 contemplated by the British
Government 4 ‘

Mr. Montagu *~ Thore would seem to be some misapprehension
in the matter. The Government of India is not responsible for
the Bill, which was introduced by an elected member of the
Legislative Council. The government are 1n no way committed to
support it, but as 1t received a certain amount of support from the
unofficial members, they have taken steps to obtain the fall opinion
ot the Himdu commumty before the Bill 1» further proceeded with.

Coplonel Yate. Will the Government of India leave it to the
unofficial members of the Indian Legslature to carry through this
Bl and not push it on the part of the Government !

Mr. Montagu The Government of India will have to make u
its mind sbout €hs Bill if 1t ever comes to the point at which a Bi
cemes up for sanotion or vote, and for that purpose it is necessaly
thws the Governmenk of Indin should be fully informed, hut it will
he treated as a private Member's Bill sud unofficial.

Government of India Bill—Joint Committee

Colonel Yate asked the Necretury of Mtate for India whether
he will permit members of lug Cougecil whe are not committed to
the .Goverumant of India Bi}l 43 it stands to give evidence before
the Joint Select.
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Mr. Montagu: 1 do not know to what membet df my Cordel}
my hon. and gallant Friend refors, but I havé decided ' some
months ago, with the assent of my Council, $hat any member
thereof who wished to give evidence before the Joint .Committes
on his own behalf should offer to do so. The decision as to what
evidonce they will admit or require rests with the Comhittee aloné.

Colonel Yate: As I helieve the rightwen. Gentleman nomi-
nates the members who are to give evidence before the Committee,
will he say how many membhers of his council he has nominated ;
and, a8 many of the members are presamably in conformity with
his views, will he nominate an equal number of those opposed ?

Mr, Montagu: My hon. and gallant Friend is quite mistaken,
T do not nominate the members, [An Hon. Member , “Dominate !”]
I am quite sure the hon. and gallant Member does not mean that.
[Hon Members “He said  ‘nominate.” ] The Committee know
that the memhers of the Counci] of India are williug to-give any
information and any evidence they may be asked to give. 1 do
not know whether any of them have applied to the Committee to
give evidence.

Colonel Yate ' Has the right hon, Gentleman given the nafes
of any members of the Council to the President of the Neleqt
Committee 1

Mr Montagn I have given the names of all ot my Couneil. In
this rogard 1 have said that the Couneil 18 free to give evidence or
any member of it, and they would presumably be swmmoned Ly
the Committec,

Ex-Officers (Employment)

Mr. F. C Thomson asked the Secretary of State for India
what is the number of regular ofhcers of the Indian Army, who have
heen discharged as n result of disabihity due to active service in the
Wary and for what proportion of these has the Govenment of India
found employment !

The Secretary fer India (Mr. Montagu) The number in
question i8 approximately forty Tt is not known that the Govern-
ment of India have found employment for any of these officers, but
the majority, if not all, would he nither physically unfit fo1 ur not
desirons of further employment in India. It there is any discharged
ofticor of whom “this is not correct, I should be glad to have my
attention ealled to his ease.

Mr. Jameson —1s the Right Hon. Gentlemnan aware that there
are a great many jobs going now 1n Mesopotamia and Palestine where
retired Indian officers would he very useful on acoount of their
knowledge of oriental countries, and that very few of these jobs have
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heen given to such jnyalidated Indian Officers who are generally poor
men, who have had tu live on their pay all their life, and who will
be very hard hit if they have to live on their pension onlyl

Mr. Montagu: Perhaps the Hon. Member will furnish me with.
particulars of any cases in which preferenco can be given to retired
officers of the India Army over any others.

Public Services

Colonel Yate asked the Secretary of State for India whether
the proposals of the Government of India to ocarry out the
racommendatione of the Public Services Commission as regards the
Indian Forest Service, the Finance Department, and the Indian
Educational Bervice that were under consideration in May last have
now heen carried into effect : if not, when will they bo carried into
offect : and whether the proposals of the (Gouvernment of India
regarding the remaining Indian Services have now been received
and considered ?

Mr. Montagu: The Government of India have now announced a
revired AD INTERIM scale of pay for the Indian Education Service and
are ahout to announce s revised scale for the Forest Department.
Their proposals for the Finauce Department are still nnder discussion.
Last month I received recommendations with regard to a number of
other Departments, and recommendations with regard to most of the
remaning Departments are, T understand, on their way home. 1
propose to deal with all these as expeditiously as possible

Punjab Riots

Mr Neil Maclean asked the Secretary of State for  [udia
whether he will lay upon the Table a statement giving the number
of Indians killed or wounded in the recent riots 1n the Punjab and
the number of people sentenced hy Martial Law Courts in the
Punjab, together with the sentences imposed upon them within
the last three months ?

Mr. Montagu I have not yet received a full account of the
number of casualties. Ax regarde trials and sentences I will lay
a statement giving total returns, but in many cases sentonces are
sg_'il being revised and reduced.

Press Act and Nationalist Newspapers

Mr. Maclean asked the Secretary of State for India if all
the newspapers owned or edited by Nationalists in India have had
their socurities forfeited or ucreased or been demanded securities.
or proceeded against in other ways 1

Mr. Montagu . No, Sir, certainly not.
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(folouel Wedgwood . Isit not a fact that the AMRITA Bazanr
Patrika, the HINDU, the NEw INDIA, the INDEPENDENT, and the
Bosmsay Cnm)NICLE have all loat their securities, and how pch
hias been taken from these newspapers on account of their attitude?

Mr. Montagu If my hon. and gallant Friend wants the figures
perhaps he will give me notice. The newspapers to which he
refers were proceeded against under the terms o™she Press Act.

Colonel Wedgwood Iave not all these uewspapers lost their
deposits in consequence

Mr. Montagu: [ cannot charge myself with remembering the
particulars of each case, but 1 think my hon. and gallant Friend is
accurate in saying that they have all suffered under the Press Act.

Colonel Wedgwood 1Is it not a fact that practically all the
Nationalist newspapers 1n India have heen so treated ?

Mr. Montagu If a large number of Nationalist newspapers
in India have offended under the Press Act, then they havé been
proceeded aganst 1t was not because they were Nationalist news-
papers, but because they offended ugainst the provisions of the
Press Act

Mr. Maclean . Ts 1t not o fact that the Pross Act ounly affects
the Nationalist newspapers ’

Mr. Montagn 1 shall he happy to <end my Hon Friend a
copy of the Act, and he will see that it applies 1ndigcriminately to
all newspapers.

Colonel Wodgwood IHow long will the Press Act be continued
after India gots Home Rule ?

Mr. Macleah asked the Secretary uf State for India whether
he will Iay nupon the Table a Return of the number of newspapers
and preases that have been proeceded against in India under the
Press Act and for the Defence of India Act mnoce the heginning
of thie year ?

Mr. Montagn . [ will ask the Government of India to supple-
ment the information for which the Hon. Member for West Edin
bourg (Mr. Jameson) asked on the 22nd July by s Reburn giving
these particulars

Government of India Bill

Colonel Yate asked thé Beoretary of State for Iadia whether
he has received the deputations of extremists and soi-disant
moderates in conference at the India Office, and, if so, will he accord
the same privilege to the members of the non-Brahmin and other
deputations now in England !

Mr. Montagu: I have done my best to receive and to assist all
deputations from India, whatever their viewe, whenever 1 have been
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asked to do so I will certainly sec the non-Brahmanas if they ask
to see me, ;
Colonel Yate asked the Secretary of State for India what hgs .
Tieon the result of his communication to the Government of Indis
regarding the grant of help to represontatiyos of rural eommunities
in India to come to England to give evidence bofore the Joint Seleot
Committee on the Government of Indin Bill, ro as to place the rural
commumties on an equahty with the Brahman and higher caste
communities of the towns ?

Mr Montagn I have not yet 1eceived the views of the Govern-
ment of India.

Colonel Yate asked the Secretay of State for India whether
it was with the advice of his Council that he suinmoned Mis Besant
as a witness to give evidence hefore the Joint Seleet committee on
the Government of India Bill ?

Mr. Montagn 1 did vot summon Mrs. Besant as a witness
before the Joint Committee 1 had no power no to summon Mrs,
Berant. 1 have no power so to summon anybody

C'olonel Yate Has the right hon. Gentleman read the “Lifo and
Activities of Mrs. Besant” pubhished in India?

. ”Mr Mpeaker That 12 a matter for a private question 1 the
sobhy,

Afghanistan and Mesopotamia
Su J D, Rees asked the Secretary of State for India 1f he has
amn information regarding the peace with, and situation 1n, Afghanis-
-tan, and the proposesl future of Mesopotamin, hefore the House rises
for the Recess?
Mr. Montagu | am about to lay Papers 1egarding Afghanistan.
I regate that I ain not in a position te make nny statements copeer-
mg the future of Mesopotamia.—

Punjab Rebellion (Courts-martial)

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Frederick Hall asked the Secretary of
Ntate for India if hws attention has heen called to the result of
row t-martial prosecutions in connection with the Punjah rebellion ; if
ruch prosecutions have heen directed ugainst acts of passive ress-
tance against the Rowlatt legislation and. if not, whether he wlil
give some indication of the olass of crime for which proseeutions
“have been initiated, particulary those in which capital sentonce
has heen passed 7

The Secretary of State (Mr. Montagu) —1 have not yet had'a
full report, but T understand that capital and other serious offences,
such as waging war against the King, murder, robbery with violence
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have been tried exolusively hy Commissions appointed b} the Luocsl
Government under a Special Ordinance, and cousisting of three
persons of whom two at least must bhe judicial officers. Minor
offences have been tried and penalties inflicted by Courts-martial,
the presiding officers hoing generally a civilian  exercining ﬂm

wers of a first class magistrate. 1 understand that acts of
‘passive resistance” were not 1 themseh os trofted as bifence by
the Punjab anthorities.

Sir F Hall: In the view of «the untrue statements made 11
certain portions of the Press and the mmgury likely“to be done
India, will the Right Hon Gentleman take care to seo that his
reply is made known 1 India?

Mr. Montagn  Yus, Sn.

Captain Ormshy Gore asked the Seerstary of State for budia
whother sentences recently passed hy Speeial Miltary Courts in
the Punjab wcluded, -1n adihition to sentences of imprisomueht,
confiscation of the property of persous ro sentenced ; whether such
sentonces nevessarly inmvohve the destitution of the innocent wunves
and children of offenders , aud whether he will take steps to revise
such sentences forthwith ?

Mr Mout.gu My hon and pallant Friend presumably reters to
sontences Passed by Commnssion of three judges appointed under
Spocial Ordinances  Under the Judian Penal Code the forfeitmie of
property is part ot the pepalty provided for the offences of waging
war against the Kring, o attempting to do so, or colleeting arms for
that purpose  The Cowrts have therefore no dption but to wclade
that 1n the sentence on petsons found guilty  But the Government
exnmines all snch eases and venats or reduces this penalty 1o
casos 1 which it would imolve the destitution of, the fanul.
The local Government has duceted that the order- of forfeiture
should not he carried out n éases wheve the convieted person
does not pay hwome Tax or does not pay revenue exceedin g
Rs 30 per anmuon,  1n other cases special report 15 to he made to
the Governmoent

Colonel Wedgwood s India the only patt of the British T nyprie
vhere the sentonce of confiscation of property s pernntted ?

Mr Montagu 1 do not know that

Colonel Wedgwood 1s the Raght Hon (Gentlenian awaic of any
other patt of the Brltish Fampiie where hy-sentence a man’s property
can be takon away ?

Mr. Montagu . Tho question on the paper only deals \ch Iudha.

Captain Ormsby-Gore What is meant by “waging war’ agzunst
the Government in connoection with these riots ?
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‘Mr. Montagu - " The offence of wagivg wai sgainst the Govern- |
ment i an offence dealtwith in the Indian Pennl Code, and the
facts' of the ease are Judged' by Cormamissiomers. I have not yet
raceived a fall report of these cnses.

Rowlatt Legislation

Captasin Qrmshy-Gore asked the Neeretary of State for India:
whether he has received, and is continuing to receive, representationi
from various yuarters in Judia regarding tho Rowlati Legislation,
and whether he can take aug steps to allay the uneasiness evideunoe-
«d by such representations !

Mr. Montagu: I have recened a large nmumher of commuinmen-
taons from India on the” subject of the Rowlatt legislation, and
1 would take this opportumty of making it cloar that 1 have
given them my hest conerderation from the pownt of view reforred
to 1 the last part of the question. I hoheve that the powers given
to the executive by the Rowlatt Legislation wie novessury at the
present time, and that there are wo reasonable giounds tor the
apprehensions felt i India The Aet stself w vahd for a periord
ot three yoars only, after whieh the whole position wil he considered.
If the anarchical and rorvolutionary "nettons aganst which the Aect
ia trumed are abandoned, the Act will not he wsed wd there will be
nu povessaly  for 1ts ronewal.

London School of Tropical Medicine (Treatment of officers)

Colomel  Yate ashed the Neeretary  of  Ntate for Twha
ahether, considering dhe mmportance of the geneiots witangenient
wade by him for the treatment of eival and mihtasy otheers from
India sufferimg fiom tropeal diseases at the hospital of the London
School of Tropeial Maediane, he will take steps to have his iecent
annonnecement on the sulyeet published o India for the mtormsa
tion of all coneerned ?

Mi Montagn  Yes, Su

Cotton Cultivation {Sukkur Barrage)

sn J D Rees ashed the Seceiary of State lor  India
whether the Government of Indin bas under  cousideration  the
veconmendation  of the Indian Cotton Comnittee that Sukkur
hyrrage should he constineted apon the Indus 1 order to effeet
the extension ot the cultination of Jong staple cotton 11 Sid 7

Mr Montagu‘ | hope to transnut shortly to the Government
of India the advice of the Empue Cotton Growmg Commuttee
on  the 1ecommendations made hy the Indian Commttee. The
Government of Tnwlia will then. if they have wot already done sa,
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eviwider the whode report, inclnding the mn&ﬁmm
to the Sukicur baveaye.

ﬁmormqnt of lndii ﬂ (Select CM@)

(;a}onei Yate agked the inry of State indm whether
he will direct the Govcmment of to roquest the prdsent Govar-
nors of the provinces which submitted au altwaative scheme oy the
16th January last to nominpfe representatives, ewther’ now i this

eount:n or in Tndia, to express their v Ble\\s hefore ‘the Joint Re]ect
committee on the Gosermment of India Bill

Mr, Montagun No, Sir.

. Colonel Yate 1n view of the Bight Hon. Gentleman's statement
the, other day thut he represents thé provincial Govi ernments, may I
ask how he' can represent those fovernments when his gpiniqus ate
directly o to theit views 7,

Mr. Montagu : 1 will take the most serupulons eare that their
views arq- put befoie the commiftee. | H)tdoqu that the
cotimittee haye already decided to.hem the eyideneo of gne of thosy
whu drew up the alternative scheme.

" Colonel Yate - May not the other fixe also he represented’t

Mr. Montagu™ 1f five meh draw up a scheme I'should have
thowght it suffieient to have one to explain 1t

Cplopol  Yate  Has the l{mht Hon. Gentléman. nominated
unlyorp man to 1epresent his views? How many does he direetly
nominnte ! '

Mr. Montagn My hon. and gallant friend sticks to his point
very hard The other day 1 asked him to suggest to me the names
of witnesser he thoaght onght to be called by the Beleet Commttee.
He did sb, and’ I ‘Have communicated these mmes to the comimittes,
and I have every hope that theywill he called ‘

Colonel Wedgwood - Seeing that it w the Government of India
that iz in question, wil 1t not he possible to call more Indians
before the Committee. Why should peoule hke Lajpat Rai be
prokibited from coming to this country to give evidence ?

Mr. Montagnu T have uot the shghtest doubt that the Com-
mittee will eall for aud get what evidence is required,

Colonel Yate asked the Neeretary of State for India whethér,
.considering _ thq'( t.he Nwliav, cxigpgnists and soi-distant moderates
are represented hy large deputhtions noy wn this country, and that
there are samury orgastisationd'of Muhammadane and the working
olasses of India which aro prevented by want of money from sending
their representatives, as they are most anxious to do, the Govern-
ment of India will provide the necessary funds in order that these-
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poor-fiepole may byproperly reprenented and thus plgeed in paeitign:
of equality before the Jaint Select Committesm:the Slovermuint
of Tudia Bill jith the Brabman aad higher cast deputations !

tetr¥i . PR Al Oy

Mr. M . I have repeatedly stated: that 1 will do all in

power & get for the Joint Comtiittoe any ovidelive for ° it
a&" I do uot regardt the hon. ‘and gallant Member's' on
as practicable. ' ° e
_ . Colonel Ygte: Is the Right Hou Gentleman uot awsre Yt
rural commtittens in India baye applied to the Government' of
Imdia for help to come amd givé évidenos? Are not their views ta
he represented ?

Mr. Montagu : T understand “that ‘the Government has not
helped ‘any” deputafidn to bome 'to’this country; bit has simply
providéd facilities for those who wish to come #t thépe own expens¥,
1 do not, see how it is possible to differantiate hetweer' ane deputa-
ti6n add amother., © 7 i
" (%hnﬂ'?q’b‘a "These people are poor agriculfurists.! Why shéuld
fiot Governient gie them help to come to this country.

Mr. Montagu - If my hon. and gallant Frieud wishes to add that
suggostion to the others he has made 1 will ‘certainly communicate
it to the Government. , ’ ‘

Lieut Colouel Pownall asked the Necretary of Stafe for
India whethet he will suggest to the Joint Select Comimithee on
the Governmeént of Tudia Bill the advisability of takirg evidefoe of
some of those who have recently held pruvincial Govergord &
other high official positions ?

- Mz, Moutagu' Yos, Sir, certaiyly. Pees of the evidenes
already taken by the committee¢ has been of the kind referred tog
aud as I informed the hon. and gallant, Membpex for Melton I shall be
hapyy to submit further namos for the committee’s considergéion.



