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which only one Indian was present, passed a resolution that tbe 
proposals traf the Uganda Government, If carried OUt, would COD­
stitute very grave IOjusuce to the ginning industry, and would be 
a seriolls interference with the freedom of trade. 

Regarding the poltcy of segregation, to which the HOD. 
Member specifically refers, we have received papers from the 
Secretary of State from which it appears that in a report on "Di­
tary matter~ tn East African Protectorate, U ~anda and Zanzibar, 
Profe~sor W. J Simpson. who IS one of the leadmg authorities 
Oil tropical sanitatlOlI, has recomrneded the diviSion of reSidential 
.Ireas 1010 separate lanes III which different building regulations 
should be enforced by the sanitary authonlles. The Secretary of 
State has already protested agamst any such diVISion belOg baaed 
on racial dilocnmlllatlOo, and has poillted out that Profeslor 
Simpson himself ha§ oh~erved in hiS report that the diVision 
IOto ~eparate zones w()uld not prevent any European, ASiatic or 
Afrtcan from oWning land or budding! to any zone, provided they 
c:mfolmed to the prOVISIons relating to these zones. The Seen,. 
tary of State for the Co\ollles ha~ promIsed to gIve further con­
sIderation to the questIOn 



Indians in South Africa . 
• 

Early in the year 1919 theUnaoll ~ar1iamelltor,South AhWi 
pasled a drastic Anti-Indian Law cnppling,Yle freed<)m of lnd'" 
lett led there- The followmg page. give li11 nece&sary mforma­
tiODI about this malter. 

Act III of '85. the Repubhcan Gold La\" of South Afllca t 
Wa. directed against the indentured IndIan Labollr~n. who It we­
feared at that tIme mIght mnundate the Transvaal from Nalal 
which has a large IndIan Settlement. The Gold Law Imposed 
heavy legal restrictIOns on the acquIsitIOn of land by the Indian 
Labouren.Then m 19,08 another Geld Lolw~Transvaal) w3s'paseed 
which prohIbited' III respect of the occupation by coloured ~ople 
(whicb included all Non-white p~ple) of properly ill pro~ 
claimed area!>", the prohibitIOn extendlllg to all classes of Indians. 
including big merchants long reSident for trade. The Smuts­
Gandhi agreement came next after long strugllie led hy Mahatma 
Gandhi (sec p 339, 344). In the Cape INatal) the coloured men 
can acqutre property. and the recent leglslallon of the 
Transva&l threatens not only to exclude Indians from acqni ring 
any land.right but also to deprive those who have by long reBI­
dence acqUired II. 

DEPUTATION TO THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE. 

On August 2'1, 19J9 an Important and mfluentlal 
deputation waited upon the Rt. Hon. E. S. Montagu, M. P., 
Secretary of State. to protest against the recent le~ISlatioll 
enacted by the Uillon Parliament ot S. Afnca affecting the rlght~ 
of residence, trade, and the ownership of fixed property of 
Transvaal Indians, and to make representatlol! ther eon The 
deputation consisted of Dewan Bahadur V. P. Madhave. Rao 
Mr. N. C. Kelkar, Hon Surendranath Banerjea, Sir J D. Reel, 
Bart., M. P., Sir Wilham Meyer, K. C.l. E .. Mr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
C. B. E ., HOIl . M. S. Snmvasa Sum, Hon. Dr. Tej Bahadur 
Sapru. Mr .. M· Ramachandra, M~. N. M .. : Samarth, HOD. C. Y. 
ChintamaOl, Hon. G. M. Bhurgn, Mr. l,;. P. Ramaswaml Alyer, 
Mr. S. L. Polak, Mr. Chakkarai Cheny, Mr. Chenchiab, and 
Mr. H. N. Kunzru. Many of the members of thil deputation 



DEPUTATION TO THE SEC. OF STATE 

were then in England in connection with the constitutional reo 
(orms for Indl". 

The deputation wa. introduced by the Hon. Surendraaatb 
BanerJe8. The proceed lOgs began with an eXplression of rea.ret 
on behalf of those present at the death of Gl"lneral Botha. The 
memorandum which was read by Mr. Polak on Mr. Banerj~'J 
behalf, dealt WIth the fresh grievances and dlsabihtiea impOaed 
on the Tran~vaal Indian community by the passage ot tbe 
Trading and Land Act, and asked that It shOUld be repealed, 
th 'lt full ClliZt"IIShlp fights should be granted to the Indians 01 
South Africa, and that responsIble Indians should be assocuated 
wllh the ellqulfY mto the IndIan queslion whIch is to be entru.t· 
ed to a Comml~sron recently prom15ed by the acting Prime 
Mllli,ter of the Union. The memorandum also dsked that full 
effect should be gIven to the recIprocity resolu!)!," Pdssed at the 
Imperial Conferellce of 1917, as It would have an appreciahle 
moral effect and enhance the status of Indiam \0 the Dominions. 

Mr llanerJea supplemcllted the memorandum with a few 
remarks of his own He referred to the servIces rendered by 
IndIa dunng the War, the poslllOn assigned to her 10 the League 
of Nations, and the pohcy which was betng pursued by ail 
Majesty's Government III order to enable her to make a beliao 
OIng \0 t he dIrection of Re\ponslble Government. In conclu.ioD 
he added th,ll, 8S General Smuts, who was present at the IIDpe­
r .... Conference 10 IQI7, and who had promised that, as there 
wa:. no fear of an unlimited inflult of lueilan! mto South Africa, 
the ~nevances of the Indld.ns would be sympathetically dealt 
with, would \0 all probabIlity be the next Prime Mintster or the 
Unton, he hoped that the senous disabIlitIes under which Indian. 
were labOUring would be promptly removed. 

He was followed by SIr J D. Rees, Bart M. P, who expreeaed 
sympathy with the IndIan commuOltv, and referred especially 
to the eervlces rendered to their cause by SIr Mancherjl Dhownag. 
gree. 

Sir Wilham Meyer said that the Government was entirely 
at one WIth the educated IndIans 10 this matt er and that It 
would continue to press the d.-1m, of IndIans fO just and humaoe 
treatment at vIgorously al It had done til the vast. He hoped 
that its proteats would produce some effect, but. If they did oot, 
the Government of IndIa should be gIVen the power to pall 
retaliatory measurea dnlinl with South Africam as they bad 
dealt with Indian •• 
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the HOD. Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru, a membel: of the Viceroy's 

Legislative Council, was in favour of retaliatory tboaauros, but 
was afraid that their practical effect would not be much. He 
aubmitted, therefore, that the Imperial Government should 
regard it all its duty to protect Indians against opprenioD. 

Mr. Montagu, who spoke very feehngly and eloquently, s~d 
tliat he had never seen at the CounCil HaIi.. a depotation miSfe 
,epresentative of Indian public opinion and of India's umty and 
Itrength than the one assembled that evenlDg. He was entirely 
of the aame view as the deputalion, and said that there was a 
legitimate grQund for grave dissatisfaction at the treatment 
meted out to the South African IndIans after the speeches 
delivered by General Smuts and Mr. Burton at the Impena\ 
Conference of 1917 and 1918 (See Ann. Reg. IQIQ) He then dealt 
With the various retpedlal measures put forward by the depu~allon . 
He hoped that the reciprocity resolution would be put 10tO tffect 
if it were necessary to do so, but he agreed with Dr. Sapru 10 

thinking that it would not benefit Indians matenallv. He was of 
opinion that attentien should be directed to the ComQlisslon of 
Enquiry, and he urged earne~L1y that Indians should gIVe evidence 
"efore It,declarlDg that Its recommendatlons would be a test of the 
lincerity of the welcome given to IndIa by the representatives of 
the DomiDions at the Impenal Conference. In view of the 
importance of the enquirY. the Government of India had atllted 
that tt should be represented on the CommIssion by two persons, 
one official and the other a non offiCIal Indian ThiS request had 
been supported by the Colomal Office. If It were acceded to by 
the Union Government the greatest care would be exercised tn 
aelecl1ng representatives who enjoyed the confidence of the Indian 
people. 

The deputatIon then WIthdrew. after an expression of warm 
apprecIation at the cordlalll y and sympathy wllh which it had 
been received by the Secretary of Slate 

Note by Mahatma M. K. Gandbi. 
!dr. Montagu's reply to the deputatIon that awaited on him 

on tbe South Alrlcan question IS re-a!sunng so far as it gues. 
It is a matter for great sattsfaction that he will secure IndIan 
reprnentatlon UpOIl the CommIssIOn, provided of coune that 
representation IS equal to that of the Antl-Asiatlc party and 
provided further that the CommIssion has no power to dlmimsh 
the exbting rights of British IndIans and provIded further that 
the Asiatic Bill just passed remams in abeyance and that the 
Commission is given the power to recommend Its withdrawal.. 
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Past promises, 'c:onsideration. of cCj.utty an'd justice, the ..... -
plary conduct of the Iodian settler. of South Africa, tbeir contri­
bution to the late South Africall war at the time of the Z\l1u 
rebellion and the European war, mate an ove,whelmml caee. 
against any diminution of existing rights. The Com million. in 
order to be iust and effective, can only contemplate the relaxa­
tions, for which the justification IS the strong prejudice only 
against Indians on the part of the European traders. But sueh 
unreasomng prejudice mav 'le pleaded as a cause in a syatem of 
jlovernment thal IS mefficient and corrupt. The Imperial 
Government to he truly Impenal must have. under certain 
ClTcumstances, be they ever so rare, powers of effective interven­
tion for the protectlon'of weaker IDterests It is, therefore, not 
possible for IndIan publtc opinion to accept Mr. Montag"'. 
dIctum that an exercise of the veto is politically unfeallble. 
The veto IS not merely a moral check, but in exceptional cases it 
must prove a very matenal and tangIble check lIpon excelles and 
upon \Djuatlce I The Empire to hold together must have lOme 
haslc prinCiples from whIch no member dare depart. If Mr. 
Montagu IS convmced. as he apparently is, of the Injustice of the 
Asiatic Act and of lis controvertmg the pnnciples of the British 
comtitullon, where IS the difficulty about vetomg the Act? 
The utmost that can happen IS that South Afnca may secede from 
the Imperi .. 1 partnerslup. Surely, It were a thousand I imea 
hetter that South Africa should cease to be a member of the 
Empne than that It should corrupt and undermine I he whole of 
the Imperial fabTlc. It IS mfimtely better Ihat the EmpIre haa 
fewer partners than there are, but al\ workmg together in the 
~ame upwarrl direction, than that it should hy coquetting with 
legalised confiscations and such other Immoraltues sow the leeds 
01 Its own dlSTuptlOn. And after all, selfishness, greed and 
Injustice are hand-maids of cowardice. There is no reason to 
fear lhat a wholesom~ and tImely exercise of the Royal veto 
will cr~ate any great stir in South Afnca. The late Sir Henrv 
Parkes, If my r~collectlon ~erves me ught, did Issue a threat of 
secession or some such thlllg when the late Mr. Chamberlain 
dared the Australian Immigration Restncl10n Act contaimog a 
<3('lal bar. 

But I am free h) confess that so long as milder meuure. are 
available, the extreme remedy of vetomg ought not to be applied, 
It IS undoubtedly like ;) strong bli!ler cau510g great though 
momentary pain, and therefore to be spanngly used. The pro­
posed Commission, if there is a 5t rong Indian representation 
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upon it. should prove effective enough for t:he\ purpose to be 
attained. The best thing, therefore, for the lime being it '0 can· 
centrate public opinion upon a atrong Comrllhsiqn and a proper 
lOafe·guarding reference under whIch it 8hould act. 

It was a great relief to find Mr. Montagu lJot,falling IOta the 
Reciprocity trap prepared by Sir WilIiallLMeyer. ~t me hop~ In 

a hasty moment. I am sorry Mr B,lOnerp so easily fell IIIto it 
It is murdering the language to use so g')od a word as Rl!clprocny 
for so bad a cause as the one under notice. 1f we must go In for 
a bad thmll, we must at le.'st recognise It by Ils correct name 
which IS Retaliation Personally, I do not beheve in retaliation 
at all. It always 111 the eud returns wIth redoubled force on the 
retaliator. But as the Tzmes 0/ 171d1Q winch IS renderlllg signal 
.. nice 110 the cause of our coulllrymen 10 Soulh Afdca vtory 
rightly points out, retaliation mrscalled reciprocity can serve no 
earthly purpose In the present case .• Its maIO objection IS its 
utter futility," and If we ever embark upon t hIS very unpr.aclicill 
method, it will be hailed with sarlsfactron by the A1I1I-Aslatic 
party In South Afnca, and we shall be LUrsed by the hundred and 
fifty thousand Indians whose very existence IS at stake. CXle may 
retaliate when the stake IS good. It IS lemble to think of H when 
it is men and women who constitute the ~take. What comfort ~"Il 
It be to our countrymen III South Africa, for India to be _blAt 10 
lend back a steamer-load of cargo from South Africa. 



Gandhi-Barnes Correspondence'. 
A porI Ion of I he correspondem .. e t hdl pa,sed bet ween 

Mr. GandhI and the Han Sir George Barnes, Commerce 
and Industries Member of t he Government of IndIa, in regard 
to the ASIatic Troldlllg AlllC:H1dment, Act passed by th' 
Soulh African Ll'gi!lo1ll1re was Issued to the Prehs by Mr. 
Gandhi. It consists f)f IWO letters. OUf' wrltlen bv Sir George 
Barnes 10 MI. Gandlll 011 the IRlh]lIly, '19 reviewing tho pOlition 
ID Soulh Afnca at length, regrettl1llt that protest from the 
GOvernment of IndIa 'h.ld been lInavalling and assuring that the 
{;'overnment would cOllSlder m(l~t anXIously further action to be 
taken whel. the full leXI of the new Sratlile IS rClelVed ; and the 
-other bemg Mr. Galldhl'~ reply to SIr George Barnel. 

Letter from SIr George Ba.rnes-Resume of 
Events in South Afrioa., 18 July 1919. 

DI<:AI~ MR. GANDHI, 

I bent you only a very !>hurl nOle a (ew days dgO III answer to 
your leller of the 3rd Julv, becallse I wanted to defer a (uller 
answer ut1\ll I was able to d~al with Ihe slIbject at length which 
It deserves. I told you, in my first note, that I felt certain that 
you needed 110 assurance fro", me I hat the events ID South Africa, 
whIch hdve led \lp to the passlIlg ot th .. new statute have cauled 
tJle VIceroy and myself deepest anxiety, and thaI HIS Excelleacy 
has repeatedly pressed the Indian case on the CUIOllid\ Office 
thnJugh the Secretary of Stdle (or India. I was myself, aa you 
ver) pOSSIbly know, \fl South Afnea when the presenl sltllation was 
beginlllllg to develop. I saw Lord Buxton many lime. and know 
that he was ill constant touch with IllS Milliliters on the subject 
and did everything III fus power to safeguard IndIan inter"t •. 
As YOIl know. the present trou ble arose fr am an 1I1J unction which 
Krugeruorp Municipal Councd obtained at the bel(lIllllllg of this 
year from the Suprel1le Court at Pretona, under SeCtlOll 130 and 
t31 of the Transvaal PteclOUI and Base Metals Act. 1908,reslraiDiul 
a European firm from permlttlllg Indians to reSIde on or OCCupy 
certai.n slands \0 the town:.l"p ot Krugenaorp. The Chairmall 
of the Transvaal British Indian AS.QClalllln, therelllloll,teiegrapheci 
to the Viceroy that the elfect 01 tim order wOllld be the virtual 
rum of Indian 1l1ercantile communaty throughout Wltwatentand. 
Anolher cable to the lame effect from the same Aaaocialion wal 
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received by yourself, a copy of which you forwarded to us. His 
Excelleocy at once !rave instruction that the cable addressed by 
the TIi1u\Td .British Indian ASSOCIation to you (",bleb WBI some 
what tuner in in terms than one addreued to him} should be 
cabled in full to the Secretary of State and this was done. The' 
next 'tep wall a motion by a Cape Town member for the Sel~t 
Committee of the House of Assemblv i.Q enquire into the new 
dIsability of Indians created by the judgment of the Surreme 
Court. The original object of thIs motion seems to have been 
the removal of the dlsabihty and it is most regrettable that an 
amendment was earned to extend the scope of Ihe Committee's 
inquiry to cover I he alleged evasIOn of I he old Boer Law, No. III 
of J88S by the formatlUn of hmlted liabihty companies. The 
whole Jl05itlOn of Indian tradels In Transvaal thus came under 
exammatlon and reports of subsequent debates m the HQuse {If 
Assembly reveal only too clearly the feel1ngs whIch were aroused. 
We have not yet received a COPy of t he BIll which was tntroduced 
as a result of the Commlltee's report, but from mformation 
received I'Ilnderstand the effect of the new law (for the b111 is 
now a st atute) is a follows: (I) St at utory protectIon IS given to 
existing tradmg rights held by Indians on the 1st May, '91 Q. in 
Government townships and on proclaImed land in Transvaal, bot h 
In respect oftheo present holders of hcences and of their 'IlICCeUOT5-
in·title so long as business remams in the same township (2) The 
eXIsting restrtctlve provlsrollS of the Precious and Base Metals­
Act 1908 remain ID force and from 1St May, 1019 no fresh trading 
licences except renewals will be granted to Indians mGovernment 
towr;Jshlps or on proc\almp'd land III Transvaal. (3) The TIghts In 

fixed property acqUIred before Mav 1st, 1919, by Indian compames 
are respected, but m future re~trlctlOns of law NO.3 of IS8:; will 
applv to companies as well as iO mdl\'lduals. 

We do not yet know how 1 he TIght to hold mOltga~es on fixerl 
property is affected, but we have telegraDhed to the Secretary of 
State for information. On the other hand. I am glad to be ahle 
to tell you that the addlllonal clauses whIch was adopted by the 
House of Assembly empOWellllJi( the hcences ,uthoril1f's to refuse 
trading hcences to Indians generally, nnt only on proclaimed land 
but th, oughout Transvaal. was delet ed \11 t he Senate The 
telegram whIch we receIved from the ChaJtman of the Transvaa I 
British IndianAssociallon towards the t'lld of May gave us rea50n 
to anticipate that the refusal of n~w hcenees ml/Zht be made gene­
ral, and H. E. the Viceroy at once warned Ihe Secretary of State 
who was aole to press for the deletIon of the clause before 
it was too late. Thi~, I thmk, w~s the clause to whIch you 
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specialty referred in your letter, aDd you did not, of coune, know 
that itl deletion had been secured when you wrote. So rar •• 
trading licence 110d the administration of Precious Iud Base 
Metals Act 1908 are concerned, I do not think that the UnioD 
Government would admit that they had broken tbe comllact of 
1914. They would claim indeed to have scrupulously observed it. 
In the words of Mr, Georlle's letter of 30th June, 19'4, to you, 
they then undertook, with regard to the admmi!ltratioD of ex· 
istmg law, to see that they are adminillte!"ed in a just manner and 
with due regard to vested nghts. They would now claim with 
some reason that t hE'v had not onlv undertaken legIslation to aet 
aside a ruling of the Pretoria Supreme Court, which affected 
vested rights existing from before 1914, but had also gone beyond 
their tompact with YOIl 50 as to protect velted fights, which had 
come 1010 existence between 1914 and 1St May, 19'9. They 
would not admit t hat It was a breach of compact to take stept to 
prevent what they would call further evasion of the law which 
was passed 10 '908. We may protest against the law of 19("18, 
but YOII will know from your own experience how hard It is to 
Itet it altered The present positIon IS , hat all vested ril[hts have 
been validaad beyond dIspute and cannot a~ain be challenged in 
the courts. Your compact 10 IQI4 wilh General Smuts, which 
has hItherto restE'd only on Mr. GeNge's leiter of 30th June, 19'4 
to you, has now been defimtely legahsed. ThIS IS to the lZ0ad. 
The bad sidE' from lh,. IndIan point of view is that the growth of 
new vested Jight~ IS stopped as from 1St May, 1919. The Union 
Government mi~ht alw argile that vestt'd nghts which have 
already been arqUlreli by companies 10 'plte of I.lW No III of 
'RRS ate respf'cted and that the amendment of the Act is only 
intended to prevent SImilar evasIOns 10 the fut ure. The Goverg· 
ment of IndIa would refuse to accept thiS aq~umellt They 
assocIate thtmselves entirelv with the vIew exnlessed by Lord 
Smha 10 the Memorandum whIch he laId before the Imperial 
Conference of 1918, that law No HI of 1885 18 an anachrontsm 
and opposed to the spint of modern legl5lallon. They have 
eXl re5't'd this vif'w and conSIder that the new Law IS difficult to 
reconcile WIth Mr. Blotton's undertakmg at the Confe,ence of 

,)9,8, wh~n he said: "As far 45 we are concerned III South Afrua 
we are 10 31Zteement with the propo~al of referrUl~ Lord Smha'. 
Memorandum to t he consideration of our Government and we ",ill 
gIve it the mOllt sympathet.c conslderati(lfI that w~ can cerlainly". 
It I" greatly to be rtgretted that protests of the Government of 
India have been unaval\inlt At t he same tIme I undetstand that 
the view of those in Cape Tc.wn who have at heart the Inlerests 



340 THE GANDHI.iI.4RNBS CORRESP()ND~NCE . . 
of Indians In South Africa, is that no more gentrous recommen­
dcltiofts, even if made by the Select Commlltee "ould have had 
any prospecl of acceptance by the House of Assembly. We are 
now awaiting the receipt of the full t~xt of the new Statute and 
we shall then consider most anxIOusly what further action should 
he taken. Of COune YOll are welcome to make any use you .may 
I hink fil of tillS leltel. 

Mr. Gandhi's Reply 
Mr. Gandhi in his reply to the above wrote:­

DI!:AW SIR GlfORGF BAI~r.. ... S, 

I thank you for your full let ler of the I ~ JI1stant regardmg the 
recently enacted Transvaal ASlailC Law In view ot the last sen­
I~Dce of your letter J am pubhshlllg It together wllh. my reply. 
I am deeply graleful that the Viceroy and Y'IU have been mOVlog 
111 the matter. I am, however. ~orrv to have 10 observe trn.t the 
mformatlon placed at your (ltsposal as 10 the true nature of the 
Bill IS incomplete. It IJOt misleading, and so IS the Intormatlon 
legardmg the Judgment of the Trdnsvaal Supreme Court referred 
to In YOllr letter. [Mr. Gandln thell !<!ue~ on to gIve at gre1t 
length what he conslder~ to b~ the true posit lOll. Proceeding lie 
obst:rves:-] I know you are overworked. My only tear 15 that as 
you have to act unOIl brtefs prepdred for you and as a powerful 
Government, hketheU010n Government, can far more easily gam 
your ear thaI. a handful of BTlt I,h IndIans of South AfrIca, their 
case may suffer slnwly from want of mformatlon. Do you know 
tl;lat the IndIans of S. AfTlca I alsed' an ambulance corps WOIch 
served under General Smuts m S, Africa? Is this new law to he 
their reward? I ought not to bnng III war services 10 order to 
secure the protection of an elementary nght w.hlch conslderallons 
alike 10 honour and justice entitle them to. I commend to your 
attention the report of the Select Committee of the Umon House 
of Assembly. I Will gladly lend you a copy If you do not have one 
yourself. Regardmg fixed property, you have nul got full infor­
mation. I know you WIll share my Sorrow. Tile Union Govern­
ment unmmdful of their wntten word, accepted an amendm"nt 
hprohibltin~ the holdlllg of mortgages by the ASIatics 011 property 
eltcept aa aeCllrtt y for bo"a fide loan or m vest ment and prOVIding 
that anyAslatlc Company which aqulred fixed property after the 
15t mstaot should dIspose of the same wlthm two years or a fur. 
ther period as fixed by a competent Court with a nder that In the 
event of failure 10 do so the property mljlht be sold by an order 
of the Colft." I am quoung from Reuter's cable, dated 23rd M .. y 
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from Capetowu. You will see tlils C'omplt'lea legalised confiliCa­
tioll of the property rights throughout th~ Transvaal and virtually 
the trade rights withm the lIold Area of the Indian .ettlen. 
Thf:re was no evasion of law 111 of t885 Indianll did openly 
what the law permited them to do. aud they ahould be left frn 
to dn 50 I do not Wish to prolong this tale of agony. The 
Govtrnment of India are bonnd to proleCt the: rights of the 
',000 IndIan sell ie,s in the Transvaal at ally COlli. Here \I nlY 
solntlon Law III of 188:; aut hOllses t he Government to 
apprHnl walds and streets IiI whIch ) ndlans can hold fixed pro­
pt-rty. In vlrtne of this authority they call declilrestreets and 
wards of the Gold Area tOwnshIps for Asiatic residence and 
ownership and they can mstruct the receivers ofrevellue to ISSUe­
trade licences in respect of such streets and wards to lawful 
IDdlan applicant!. ThiS WIll be pendmg I he CommissIOn pro­
ml.ed by the acting Prime MinIster, Mr. Malan. 'fhe Government 
of India can see by sendlllg a ~lrolJg repl esentative that the 
commis~ion does nOl prove as abortive as the Select commlltee 
of I he Hou.e of Assembly. The DommJOns may have the fight 
to rt'gulate ImmigralJon hut as part of a professt'dly ciVIlised 
Europe they cannot exclude resldt'nt settlers. The proposed com· 
mlSSIOII should result ID the abolitIon of an the racial restractlolL 
upon such settlers. 



Indians in S. Africa. 
Conference at Johanneab1lr&,..-Aug 3, 1919 

An Emergency Conferell~e of Indian delegates from all parts 
of the Union of South Africa was held at the Palladium Theatre, 
johanne.burg, on Sunday, Aug 3, IQl? Mr.E. I. Aswat presided. 
The COII~re5. was formally opened by the Mayor of Johanne&.burg, 
Mr. T. F. Allen, who paId a tribute to the flart they and tMJr 
countrymen in IndIa had taken in the War. 

Mr. Aswa[ duected the attention of the Conference to the 
dillabilities of Indians in the UOIon of South Afllcs The Peace, 
he said, that they were told was being lDaugurated in the Council 
Chambers of Europe and which was to be baied upon equity, r~ht 
and justice, and not upon brute force and terrOrism of t he weaker 
by the stronger-that peace, It would appear, was to have no 
place for them Indlam. On the coptrary, all the lndicatJons 
pointed to Its belOg t he calculated day for the resumption of 
hostlllttes by their enemy fellow-British subjects The peace 
they enjoyed whtle the Great War waged and the Issue ,vas cinnbt· 
ful was seemmgly but a re~plle. a tacllca! restraint prompted by 
considerations of eXlledlency. While the \Var lasted. they we'!'e 
of some value i their men, their money. their goodwill. were de· 
sirable and useful! Also it was felt to be ImpolitiC to offend IndIa, 
to which the Empire looked for so much valuable support. He 
did \lot t~\Dk that India had disappolllted the Empire; nor did 
he thlOk that Indian settlers In South Affl(:a had failed 10 con­
tribute the!r llltle share Apparently they had served their turn 
dnd their usefulness now ended they were to be relegated to the 
old position, save Ihat It was to be made somewtlat worse. \Vhile 
they recogOlsed there was some reason in I he opposition to un­
restricted Indian immlgrallon, he ventured to say that South 
Africa would be none the worse If the Immigration law was relaxed 
'50 as to encourage some ofthe more cultured snns ot India 10 make 
It thelT home. The Indians who had 5ettled 10 the Transvaal and 
had severed their connections WIth India found themselves con. 
fronted with' the malt serious dlHkulties in briDging their 
wives and childl'en to join them-a policy which eocouraaed 
degeneration and discouraged Indian settlers from r.arding 
South Africa as their home. 
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The &eaolaloD 
The Congress lasted five days an:i conduded on Friday, 

August 8,1919. Th,.laboura (Jf theCongress resulted in twenty-ono 
re!'olutlOns. They embrace expre~,ior)s of opinion on the '._1 
disabihties of Indian! enforced In the different Provinces of tho 
Union. , 

The resolutions ask for juat and sympathetiC administration of 
the law8 With due reg.ud to ve~ted rightl, and el .. im right of 
entry of sons and daughters of r~sldelll Indiana up 10 the age of 
:z I, as well as children c1almmg guardunshlp. The Proclamation 
.declaring AsidllCS, for the plIrposes of the Immigrants Regulation 
Act, to be prohibited Imml~ra11l5. IS charactensed as msultlOg 
and degradlllg, and tis wllhdrawal IS called for. 

The Congress condemns the ProvlIlcial harriers restricting the 
movelnenti (If resld"lIt rudl""s mcon'lstenl with the idea of 
the lJmon Utltll amendll1g legislatIOn call be IOtroduced to make 
the Union a real one the Congress asks that vlMting permllf! ahould 
be granted wltholtt thumb ImpreSSIOns to Indians who can lign 
I he application IfI Engh~h 

The Congre~s delUiJllds the franchise as the prerogative of 
Britt~h cltlzens,and, as a corollary the IndIans expre.s thetr wllhng­
ness to acceut all I he respons~bllllles of citizenship, includmg the 
defence of the country agaltl~t the enemIes of the King-Emperor. 

Faclhlles are asked tu eUdble t he IndIan farmen and store­
keepers to pos~ess lire "rms for self-protection. 

CertaIn South Afrlcall R.i1lwJY.' regulatIons are regarded by 
I he Congress as calculated t·) 111) ure the ~uscepdbllities 01 Indians, 
and their removal IS asked for as they are m&ulting. 

The aprlOllltment of fully quahfied Indian IDterpreters ill the 
Courts IS pressed for, and thdt wItness fees should be based on the 
status of a witness, and \lOt 011 racial grounds as now. 

The "ght is sought of appedl to the Supreme COllrt In Colse 

of the refusal of the local authortty to grant a new trading hcence. 
It is also asked that obstacles 10 the way of Indian students being 
admitted to uOIversity and affiliated coIle~s may be removed. 

Rehef is sought ID respect of trading and acqUISition of land. in 
Zululand, Ulrecht and Vryheld. . I 

The Congress alIked for the nteosion to Iadian children of tbe 
prioclple of pnmary free and corupulwry education; that Indian 
leachen 5bould bave the lIame quali6catiOQf and gradin, as 
Europe.n, ; and that opporluOlues be aff,>rded to Indian children 
to acquire tecbnical and Indullnal training in the Provincial 
colleges. 
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The Con~re$s records a strong protest against U r*ial and dIs­
criminating" legl.lation III the Trall~\'aal, and urges "pon Govern­
ment the IMperatlvt. necessIty of repealmg or "mending laws to 
which 110 much exceptio II IS belllg taken. 

The following poteata were a1ao recorded 
by the Congress : 

Again!t the system of inve.lIgation by pohce and immigration 
authontle. on non· white peoples as bem!, dt:roglltory to the self­
respect of the Indian tommullIty. 

Against the hcensing authorities ill the Cape Province being 
empowered to ref u~e hcenses to Indlalls Wlthuut asSigning any 
reason-a policy WhiCh, It IS ~tated, tellds to engender a spirit of 
diltrust and &USplclon. 

Against the prevention of ludlam from tradmg in Native re­
serves; and 

Again!!t the nllmber of educated ent ranI!! 10 Natal OT the Cape 
Pro\"lnce being fixed. 

Ftnally t he Congress asked for the recognit ion of I he wlve& 
and mmor chIldren of mJrTldges I eco~lII~ed by the reRa:IOu5 
tenets of Indians. 



The Anti .. lndian Law 
Transvaal. 

• m 

The Transvaal British Indian Association petitioned PatJia. 
ment in February 1919 agamst the discnmlnating provision' of 
the Transvaal Gold Law of 1908 which as lDterpreted iii the 
judgment of the Kugersdrop MUOIClpality v. Beckett prohibited 
"coloured persons" from re'udwg on land other than that appoint­
ed by the MmlOg Commissloner; also that no right on lftld 
under that law may ~ acquired by any coloured person. 

Agam the ('.ase of Motan v. TransvdQI Government decided 
that 1M Commlssloner of Inland Revenue cannot retulle trade 
heense to coloured persons as such, yet a~ grocery shops, Qtlog 
houses etc. were under the contrul of mumcipallues, the latter 
had persistently relused hcenses to lndldlls 011 the sole ,roUnd 
that they were Indians, and thiS even when the Magiltrate 
overruled the decision of the MUnicIPailty,-against this too the 
Indian association petitioned Parltamellt-

In March 1919 the Umon Parhament appolDted a Select 
Committee to enquire and report on these matters. The 
Committee tf'ported on Apnl 30 and recommended. 

1. That the vest~d nghts of Iudlans who were carrying on 
business on proclaimed mll1lOg areas 10 June lCII4 should be 
respected. 

2. That the vested fights of Indians who since that date 
oblalOed tradlOg hcenses and are tarrymg on businells on such 
area~ should also be respected. 

3 That Indians should have lhe nght to transfer their eXisting 
buslOesses to other Indians legally resldlOg m the Transvaal. 

4. That st,ips should at once be taken to make It impossible 
for any ASiatic In future to obtam h<.ense for a Ilew businesl. 

5. That Transvaal law 3 of I8iS ~hould be so amended a~ to 
extend tht: land-owmng disabilities therein to any companies of 

, which the controlling mterest IS possessed by ASiatics. 
The Bill drawn u.p by the Select Committee, the ASiatica Land 

and Tradmg amendment Act 1919. based 00 these recomtneo­
datl.ons had a stormy pauage though the House. A strong 
Anti-asiatic league was orgaDlsed and it fought hard against the 
passage of tbe bill. To placltc them and so to obtalO' the passage 
of the bill through the house, the Acting Pl"lme Mmister, Mr. 
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F. S • .Matan, promised the Union Parliament tba~ the Govern. 
~ woohi' apooint a Commillslon to enqUire· and rep')rt 
bo the "wbole Indian quation in the Traoavaal:" Traonaal 
Iodianl ~umber ten thousand only. The bulk of the 
150,000 South African Indians are domiciled io Natal. which small 
Province contaiDI I 33,oooof them. They are for the moat nart 
the descendants of formerly iodenture.Q, coolie.. The Cape 
Province containll 6,500 Indians, and rm ONage Free State 
QQI, about 106. 

There i8 a deep and Widespread conviction in the minds of 
both British and Dutch in the Union that 10 the internu of 
tbe South African Dommion, with It II large native populalion and 
complex colour problems, the pre~ence of Asiatic traders m the 
Union i. highly detrimental and should cease 

There was a strong feeling in the Hmon Assembly Select 
Committee that dealt with the Transvaal Indian question that 
tbe Bill was very moderate and Co.nBlderate. ThIS OpiDjOil WI\S 

held because of the feeling that the Smuts.Gandhi agr4e&Deht of 
r9 14 had been broken by the Transvaal Indians in sPftjt at any 
Nte if not lD the letter; because It was understood in J9,l4 ;that 
tbere would be' no additional ASiatic trading in the Trans's.1 
mining areas. The great pOint of the Smuts Gandhi agreement 
was respectmg the vested tights ' of Indialls; bUI, it was 
understood at the same time to be restricted to I he ImiJans 
in the Transvaal n,imn~ areas. 

The decision of the Select CommIttee steered a middle course 
between the rival views put forward by the Lugersdorp aDd 
other Transvaal MUOlclpahues and the Federallon of Ratt!payers' 
Aaaociations of JohannesburjZ on t he one hand, and, on the olher, 
by three spokesmen of the Transvaal British Indians. 

The position taken up by the Municipaltties and the ratepayers 
was tbls: 'We take our stand on the 19'4 Smuts-Gandhi agree· 
ment. The SplTlt and meanm~ of that agreement was, on the one 
aide, that the vested fights of Indians of whatever nature were to 
be respected, and on the other side, that the" Indians under­
took that there should be no acqUISition of new rights by IndIans 
iD the Transvaal. That agreement has been broken by the 
IndiaOl, who have Dot only acquired land.owning nghtl by the 
"limited company subterfuge' but who have actually opened 
Dew busineesel in the Transvaal since that date. We now demand 
that a return be made to the position of affairs at the time of the 
agreement. Let all Aaiatic Companies formed aince tbat date 
be e~ropriated, and let'all licenses granted since then be revoked 
aD;d I. leplation for theae two purposes be passed.' 
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Dr. Frederick Krauso, who .... the principal 104i.11 ~ 
man, made answer denying that the Indians had bt'otten'f •• 
He pOinted out that a right could vest in an IDdi~dual.~, 
though it was not exercised, and th'e individual in whom , tW 
had vested could exercise tt at any moment he t.hoae. 'rhe ..... 
right chiefty protected under the 19'4 aRreement was the right,to 
trdde, and tberllllore an Indian who was not a trader at the d_ 
of the agreement still had the right to become one later Shbl. 
luly, a man who was trading as a hawker at the time of tM 
agreement had the nght to expand his business and trade III a 
general dealer. In this way many of I he new liceDce$ were' 
accounted for. As for Ihe question of landholding cotftjJtni .. , 
that was a perfectly )ega I proceedmg. To say it was an evasion 
of the law was 10 talk nomense. ". EvasIOn' is a shibboleth 
which to a lawyer-a good lawyer-should have no meaning at 
all. Every thing 1& within the law or It is not." What the 
IndIans had done was done with the full cognisance of the Go~· 
ernment, who ever since 1909 had registered ASiatic companiel 
without once at1emptll1i: to prevent such registration or to io­
traduce preventIve legiaI3t1on. 

Dr. Krause went further and submitted that the Gandhi agree­
ment was not meant to be final; and he quoted Mr. Gandhi'. 
word~ in a farewell letter written by him before he went from S. 
Africa: "We are entitled to full nghts of trade, interprovintial 
migration, and ownership of landed propertv being restored 10 
the not distant future." Dr. Krau~e thus defined the indians' 
demands: "The people m whose behalf I am speaking h_e 
think that the ttme has now amved, not to speak of vel ted ria,htl, 
but they consider that they arf' enutled, as far u their trad., r.· 
sidence, and occupation Me concerned, to the full rightll or aay 
citizen of South Africa" 

In the p~son of Mr. Morris Alexander South African t!t,diaM 
had on the Committee an ardent advocate. On three occasiona 
when the Committee diVIded he voted as a minority of one la 
favour of the Indian demands, and he formulated two motioDf 
bllt without lIuccess for tbe removal of all trade and other T •• 
trietions imposed on the Indian community. 

The strong agitation ralse,t over t his bin led to a serio. of 
COlllmUDlcatlons between I he Government of India, the Secy. Of 
State and the Union -Government of S. Afnca, and after lona 
negotiations it .as settled that India was to be represente4 ''not 
OD but before" the proposed CommiSSion (promised by Mr. MalaQ) 
by Sir W. ~oberts'm depmed hy the Government or India. 

There was however protracted delay ip appOintiD, the 
CommillSion of enquiry th.')ugh the Bill was passed and becOme 
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lAw.: The COIllQlilsion was appointed olily in F4tlruary of Ibis 
~ (J~.) , 

Meanwhile pr.eparations were pu&bed by both aides to pr~ent 
tbG' cas, a& ~roDgly as poll&ible. The Bntish Indian aaaociation 
Dt lrot Johanneaburg as detailed on o. 342. The powerful Anti 
atilloti<: lellgue convened a large and influentIal CODifieS. c-epresent­
iDa trade union, chambers of commerce M pOllical, indultrial 
anc! comDUl~cial interests in general at Pretoria on 4 September 
1919> Violent anti·Indian speeches wen: made Ul thia (:Ongrel5, 
wutODly attackmg the claims and also the cbaracter of Indians, 
utd pUling msistent resolutIons urging the immediate repatria. 
tio~ of .11 Indians settled in Transvaal. 

Statement of Government OfBcerl. 
On Nov. 7, 1919, the Hon N.J. Wet, Mmister of Justke met 

a large Ilumber of defegates from hlS constituency with reference to 
the Aaiatic questIon. Mr. De Wet saId that the Government agrceod 
that the Asitatic question should be dealt wit h in view of ta· 
creasing strength of the menace ,but they had 
altlng definite lines. and not ind ulgt' ell her 10 pamc 
in action that would not carry the matter to some 
Th~ Government wanted a Comml~slOn to report po~ition. 
Even under the crlmma! law they could not deport any penon 
who was South African born ; and they could not deport Indians 
who had been born in the <.Ountry, a'l they were domICiled here, 
and no other country would have them. 

He added: All thiS nonsense about the British Government 
interfering wit h us on thIS questIon IS moonshme. The 
British Government does not interfere in this matter at all. 
It naturally watches the questIOn from the POlOt of view of the 
Indian Domimon, and it mIght make friendly re.comm~ndat iom. 
to us, ~ any other Government would do. The Indian Govern· 
ment IS watching II, and thiS Govtrnment could not refuse the 
request of the Indian Government to send a representative, Sir 
William Robertson. to look after the interests of their subjects. 
It would be a very churhsh and unfriendly act on the pi' t of any 
Government to refuse a reasonable request of t hat 50ft_ 

He alao said that the Government reahsed that the Asiatic 
menace was growing stronger year by year. There was a 
I9t of vague -talk about doing this ur doing that, but they 
had to proceed on certain definite lines. The Government 
1I'ant~ evidence first, and it was not prepared to reopen 
the whole Indian question. The Indians, for instance, wanted 
~o, ~·.n the question of immigration, which was settled 
iD J"~ i b~t the Government would not do so. Indians &tin 
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came in, DO doubt; but not in large numben. If, ho .. ever. any­
one would Ilive him evidence in regard to Indians coming into 
the country ii1E!~any, giving name, and places, he would Bee tbat 
5tepS were taken to test the matter and to have them out. But 
it was 'afj~ely vaglle talk with which the Government had to deal. 
As far as legislation was concerned, the door was clo.ed agaiDtt 
A.iaties i but as. far as administratIon was concerned. he wouW 
not say that everyone had been kept out. The Government 
would act promptlv in carrying out the law. But the Indians in 
the country had to be faIrly treated. 

The Government of course could not go ill for panic legislation,' 
and he considered that if the Cullins amendment (prohibIting 
all Transvaal IndIan licenses) had gone through Parliament. 
it would have been a blot, as it would not have been fair 
or just. On the qllestion of the menace the Government 
was entirely at onf' wlIh them, and also on the question of r~ 
stnctmg trading; but as far as regardmg repatriation he did not 
know that It was pOSSIble. The Government was not champion­
lllg thl! cause of the ASiatics. It would be for the country and 
the people to decide if they would agree to be taxed to pay fOf 
compensatIon and repatriatIOn. It was a questIOn for the whole 
of SOllth Afnea. Neither he nor the Government was afraid of 
the IndIan queslloll. A great deal of poittlcal capital was being 
made Ollt of the question by the Nationalists by whom he had 
been attacked; bUl the pOSItion wa5 one which had to be 
conSIdered with cool heads and wIth du~ regard to all the Issues 
Involved. 

On November 8, 1919. SIr Thomas Watt, Minister of the In­
terior, speakmg at RIchmond, Natal, referring to the Indian 
queslloll, saId that some little time ago the Government had 
prom1<oed to appomt a CommIssion to enqUIre iDlo the question 
of trading licenses and as soon as good or SUItable men could b. 
got t he CommissIon would be appointed It was not intended 
that the CommIssion should enqUIre into the question of land 
bemg acqUIred by Indians, but, if they 80 riesired, the scope of the 
CommisslOll would be extended. The Indian was not only 

,Increasing III trade, but was getting hIS hold on ot her indusl ries. 
and It became a question as to whetber it was wi~e to permit it 
to Itt) on But they had to be fair. At one time I here Wal a 
great demand faT IndIan labour, but it became a different mattet 
when the Indian acqUIred property "But we inVIted the lndian 
bere," declared Sir Thomas and "we must treat him fairly." 

On Nov. 13, 1919, Mr. Llewellyn j. Phillip'. of Kru"ersdorp~ 
€baifman of the newly-formed South' Africms Leaguo 
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(original1v known al the Anti-Asiatic League), add~ssed a meet· 
ing of Rand mineworkers at Johannesburg on' the Atiatic 
qUe&tion. He described the vresence of ASlanc. in South Africa 
as a great menace to the country. AsiatIcs were invading all the 
outside town. and were geltmg control of commerce iii the UOIOD 
to an alarMing extent. The IndIans Qid. growll, III population 
trcm 30,000 thIrty years ago to approxImaTely 200,000 in 1919. 
Ir was estimated that Indians had inveited m South Africa about 
J. 8,000,000; and if they continued to progress' at that rate, It 
was only a matter of Lime before they would have control of 
everythmg, and the whue man would be dependent on th~m for 
the whole of the necessaries of life. II should be a le3dillg polni­
cal question at the Ilext Gelleral Election. Mr. PhIllips submitted 
that the, e would be no hentdge for them whatever, if 
thlDgs were allowed to dTlft. If the present tendencle~ con­
tinued. he ventured to predIct that their grandchIldren would be 
coloured, 

Drastic Durban Resolutions. 
The Anll·Asiatlc movement gradually extended ,f.rom 

Transvaal to Natal. and for some' time became the subject of a 
Jarge correspondence III t he newspapers of the ProvlIlce. The 
first pubhc meetIDI( on the subject III Natal was held ill Ihe 
MayvIlle Congregational Church Hall. Durban, November 7, at 
the Instance of the Sydenham Distracts ASSOCIation. The 
following re~olutlOns were proposed by Mr. Leo Macgregor. and 
unaUlmously car ned :-

.1 Thal t his publiC meetll1g strongly protests against the 
sertous encroachment of IndIans and undeSirable coloured people 
into European reSidential ,<od commercial dlstr~cts, as being ob· 
jectionable for moral, SOCial, economic and national d"easons. 
Moreover, the consequences are often financially disastrous to 
European property·owners, and provocative of dangerous raCIal 
disorders. 

We therefore respectfully urge the necessity of prolllpt legisla­
tion for the purpose of securing throughout the Union. 

(a) The prohibition of any further nles. leases or tenancy of 
land or buildings to Indians or non· Europeans, except 1\1 ~uch 
areas as shall 6e set aside aud reserved exclUSIvely for theIr trade, 
agriculture and reSidential quarters. 

(b) ProhiblllOg the issue of any new trading hcenses, or 
trans.fer of existing licences, to any I:1dlam. or n""­
Europeans except In the reserved areas, quarten or 
, bazaars' aforesaId" 
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'I That, .ith a lIieW of meeting the uafai't competition of 
Indians and aon-Europeana in eveq' branch of industry aad com· 
merce, legislation should be enacted, aflplicable throughout the 
Union. providing for the payment of a scale of minimum wales, 
bued up'on a liberal conception of European standards of Uvin" 
til all skilled employees irrespective of race or colour. That tbe 
mmimum wages payable in each trade or IDdustry shall be deter~ 
mlOed by District Wages Board the members of which must be 
Europeau employers and employees In equal numbers. That 
such legIslation shall not apply tolndians, Natives or other coloured 
store~keepers carrying 011 trad.e wlthm bazaars, locations al)d 
specially exempted areas: provldf!d that the laId Itorekeepen 
deal exclusively in food, clothing and other requirements of colour 
ed people, and are prohibited from selling, dIrectly or indirectly 
to any Europeans," 

General Smuts to Indios. 
At the time of the pa~sing of the Transvaal ASIatic Land and 

Trading Act, General Botho! the Boer Prime Minister of the 
Transvaal was in Europe III conneCtion WIth the Peace Conference. 
Subsequently he dIed and General Smuts became the Premier. 
General Smuts came back from the Peace Conference in Nov. 
191 q and at an address of welcome presented by Indians of 
Durban. he said '-

"I thank you for the beautiful address you have presented to 
me, and for the sentiments expressed therem. I am glad to note 
that III the address ynu have m~de mentIon of the fact of your 
countrymen havlOg served under my com manti an the Great War. 
As I have saId on prevIOus occaSIOns, I have beell prt)ud of the 
pnvllege of having had under me III East Africa 50 large a 
number of your countrymen. Some of them came from the In· 
dependent Native States of IndIa, Imnenal Service Contmgent5 
and olhers, who dId great and glOriOUS work 10 this war. I wrote 
from East Afnca, to the Princes of lndia of the splendid part 
played by their troopl, and that there were few better than 
they. • 

IIYour countrymen (ought not only 10 East Arnca, but took 
oart m other theatres of war. The conquering of the Turkish 
.Emplre was in the main the work of the Indian Army. The 
hurden of tbe work in Mesopotllmia, 'Turkestan and the Indian 
Frontier fell almost entirely upon the Indian Army. If the war 
had continued untillhis year, the Indian Empire would have had 
over a millioD tnen m tbe field. The stupendous part Indians 
have played in this great st:uggle hal had considerable effect on 
the mult of the war. 
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"Owing to her magnificent efforts, India has \lon for herself a 
place among the nations of the world. AI a member of the War 
Cabmet, I have had great opportunities of knowing more about 
the feehogs of the Indians and their deSire for a larg~r share in the 
apportionment of commissions in the Army; aDd I am glad I was 
able to do somethmg for them In the Cabinet. 

"I have worked In pubhc, and a gooa..leallD private, for the 
recognition of Iudla and her serVices to the Empire. I strongly 
supported the proposals for granting commiSSions to Indians and 
when it was pOinted out that thiS might create an anomalous 
position and that there might be the pOSSibility' of Europeans 
being placed under Indians, I repFed: "Why nOll I would be 
proud to !>erve under an Indian officer if he were ablt:. 

In the Peace Conference India was represented by the 
Maharajah of Bikalllr1 Lord Smha, and Mr. Muntagu. The 
Maharaj~h IS a personal fnend of mme, and Lord SlOha IS a man 
of considerable ablhty and traullng. He IS one of the cleverest 
men I have met, and I was able to leal II much from him on 
India's problems. 

"As a result of the war, there was ~n emoliOllal fl:.ehug 
throughout the world winch did not leave India unaffectec!. 
She deslTes to govero her~elf Other ASiatics have been rulmg 
and mlsrulmg, and India, after havlIJg been under the Bfltlsh 
for Over a hundred years, should be glVeD a large measll'!'e of 
selfgovernmellt. I have neen a party to the Hon. Mr. MOl'ltagu's 
gomg to India to study the G,uestlOn there, whiCh. has resulted ID 
some far-reachlllg concrete proposals belllg ~ubmilled to the 
Brlttsh Parliament. The Bntlsh ~re '3 highly ImaglDatiVe people, 
though they do not appear to be so. There was a great feehug 
In England 10 favour of IlId)a'~ aspuatlOlls With the Improve. 
ment of tbe status of Indla.the posll1on of the IndIans 10 other 
place\l will be better 

The Problem in S. Africa. 
"Before Illy return I found that the ASlallc Tradmg Act had 

been passed 111 the Ulllon, aud that there had been a ~reat deal 
of untatiOD among the Indians here, and that lfte Act had also 
caused a great deal of feehng III India But the Union Govern­
ment has deCided to appolllt a CommiSSIOn to go Into the whole 
matter. India Will be represented on the CommiSSion to watch 
over the mterests of the Indians, ~c that no ~tigma might attach 
to them. 

"Some of you thmk I look down upon Indians. But lhat is 
not so. I look up to them. They come from a very old 
clvilizatlOn-much older than ours. They are able to hold their 



The Reciprocity Qllestion 
Relatma: the reciprocity re.olutlon In matten of Immi"abon bet..­

ind .. and the Dominion. (full ted of wh .. :h Will b" found In the Indian Aallual 
Relitter. 1919. Part 11) Mr. Lona: and Lord Milner. Colonial Secret.", 
~ddreJled despatchel to the Governments of Canada. Aultfl"a. New Zealand. 
South Afnea and Newfoundland. The foUowmg are their repli ... 

South Africa 

Hil',---WJth l'l'tcrt'lIl'l' to your r\C'!<llntrh (l1otnimol1s) rs04 of 7th 
A Ilj: :tst I H 17. I hlH e the hOllour to IIlform von that J am adviserl 
hy my mlDIsters that, the> i'1l1\)cl,t of l"I'eIl'l'Q('lty of treatment between 
[1J(ha and self gOWl'llll1g dommlOlls r('{'e\yed then consideration and 
\l/\.S placed 111 the hands of )h. BUl'ton for dlSCUIISioll at the receut 
fmperial War CDtlfl1rCII('f'. 

I hUH f'tc. 
Buxton, timlll'llor·t{eueral 

New Zealand 
Wel1mgtoll 6th Novt'tnber 191K 

Sir, 1 lu\ e thl' hOllour Ul inform ~'OU that I rlid not fail to 
rOll't'Y to my milllt.\tel the "uhlltallce of your .lespatch (lJominiolls-) 
No 476 ollclosing the oopy of a reRoiutlOlI passed by the Impem/ 
\Y.tr (',oufrronce relating to re!'lproolty of trl'Rtment between India 
a.nd l>omiuiolls alld enclosing also 1\ ropy of 1\ memorandum 011 the 
t<ubiect prepared lJY Hll' ~. 1'. Sinha. 

I am advised hy my mlJlisters to reply (hat, \10 far Il.8 the Govern. 
tnent of New Zealand are cOllcerlled no adullIllstrative or legislative 
a.ctlOll appears to he lIec88sary to give effect to the articles of aaree­
IDeJlt approved by the Imperial War (jonferellce 011 24th Jul, 1918. 
Provision already exists for tlril admilll!ioll of merchants, tourillts 
and bolla fide stu(,hmta of all IIntionblltiell, who are unable to PUll 
the education test by the Immigrabon Restriction Act 198 provided 
they are in Jl(l88688ioJJ of passports JS8ued by their respective 
GoV8flllMuts. 

The Indians domici~ in New Zealand are IIUiject to no dj. 
abilities. They have equal rights and prhileges in eve!,], relpeCt 



INDIA [J; tHE lJOllfIKIO""i'j 
with Europoans alld &11 Indian domiciled 1IJ this llo.urnoll would be 
entitled to brmg in hIll wife and rhHdrell if the wife a.nd cltildren 
were certified by the Government of India 01' if thflre were prool 
of a. permf~lJent monogamolls marriage 

I have, etc., 
Liverpoo), GoY,~mor GOl,ora] -

Canada 

Ottawa, :.!6th Marrh 1919 
M:\< 1,01'(1.- "nth reference to the T'l'e'10UB (,Olre~ponden('e and 

more particularl) iA) your desl,ach of thf' :!Hth .Jallullry last on thf' 
Rubjo(1j. IJf IOClproclty of treatment Letwet'lJ lllCba aua the 8elf 
goverlllllg dmllllllolls] haH' the h01:0lll' t{) tmmmit herewith COPlet' 
of all ItlJproYI'd nUllute of tlw l'nvJ COl 11)(' 11 fOl C JoIl.<"l!la settillg 
10l'th the \ H'IVR ot Illy reHpOllslltle alhi.er .. 

] have, etc 
Devonshire. 

Certified copy of 8 report of the Commlttee of the Pnvy Counal approved 
by hIS E.cellency the Governor.Generel. 

Th(' ('oI11rmttee ot the 1'I'IV\ Cou/lrll haH' hILI! before them a 
I'eport, dl~t(ld :!..!Jlfl )'larcl l!1 I 9 hom the artlflg :-;erH't.ary of :-;tat.· 
for mt{ll nit! affairs to whom Wf~~ ,dc!'! PU cl('~patcl]{'s, dated l('~{l4;lI.l­
tively 7th August 19l7, ~kth Ang\l!lt 191.'1, 2,'ith .Jallll.lry I:H9'~ 
tbll :-;ecretary of Htate tor tho (:()l(1lJle~, to 1 (lUI Exeolll'llc~ o~\_:;' 
,;ubJ~et of rerlpIOcl(,Y of trentnwllt ])(ltIl'N'1l [llelm and thel'~ 
governlllg l lomlllions, SU11Ullttlllg that the IlHlIlIOl'IWllnm of the Imha 
Office, brar!!'!, date of :!:.?lId March 1!H7, whlrh \\as umier cown 
fteratlOlI hy thfl Imperial ~W aJ t:onfercnce rllils att{lntioll eSllcrlall, 
to, j Tho policy of restnctlOJI of BrItish Ea;;t InrhJ.lI Immlgratioll 
by almost 1111 the sp]f gO\ ernillg dOlllllllOllS:! Tho policy of Ca.nada 
whIch plaroR the "East Indut.lJ, who is n Bntlsh !'ul']ect, 1fI a 1eil.­
IillvalltngeOlll! position thau .hIlIllIeHe and othr'I' ASlatics, who do. 
1I0t belong to the Empire 3, The existing reglllaholl" of Ca.nada 
which offer almost lIlsuperab1e obMacleb to thc entry of wives and 
fa.mlhe~ of British Ea!'lt Indiau6 HOW domiCIled III Ca.llada, 4 Th~ 
difficulties met wlth by toUl'lsts and other non-emmigrallt <'lasses ill 
e8tabh~hing their rlght to free RCCeSl> to Canada as provlded by om 
law 5. 'The existing regulations which practically COlHltitnte all 
emhargo a.ga.iust the eutry of immigrants of the la.bouring cla.sS8s 
The memorandum a.lso i\uggests the possIbility of an agreement, 
betwecll India and the self-go,'ernmg dominions on the following 
Jin!'!; -1, As rega.rds Indians alrea.dy permanently settled in the 



THE BEUIPRUUl1'Y QFESTlO_V 
dommiollS, th~y "howd be allowed to bring III wives (!luhjoot te 
t he rule of monogamy) alld minor children a.nd In other aspect. 
"hould lIOt he lcss privllcg~d thlloll .Japanese settled immigra.nts. 2. 
Futuro a.dmlssions of IndllLlls fOI' labour or settlement should, if 
l'o'isfhle, he regulated on the hiles Similar to and 1I0t loss favourable 
tha.u those governing the :J.dmls~ion of any other ASla.t,ic race. 3. 
1£ thiS i~ not possible tht'rl' might be reclpro('al t.reatmt'nt hetween 
I nrlia aud lIach domillloll of 1I11mlgrat 1011 for purposes of lahour or 
p<'rlllJ,neut RettleIuent If a dOlllllllOll 18 det('rmined to cxclude 
1 hese two cla.~ses of inlll11gratlOll from Inrha, the Indiall shulIld he 
;ree to do the sam I' as rega1'<hl tha.t domInIOn. It wOlllri hI' r'lrl~l'ly 
!'t'coglllsed that CXCI\1l:!IOII III r'lthel ("lhe was not, mob verl j,y pre­
mrhee of race hut wa~ tile ullt(,UIne 01 dIfferent e('OIlOmIC (,O/lChtlOll~. 
I ,\!oug W Ilh such excluslOll reciprocal arl'allgemonts would he 
IIlllfle fo!' grant.iug fn]1 {a.cilit'i~ fOl thC' adnnslliOIl of tourists, 
.lllrie"ts and t.hl' J~~ .. ,till) for huslI1es, 'l~lt~ ent.ailing tornporury 
r(\~idell')() to I IIIhtft; ,\S ttll~ I eMHlell(,o WILS 1I0t for lahour purposes 
01' for p( I'lIlllnent, ~r\ttlelll()llt 

At tllo rtl'lnobt of the ltiJilo8elltat'lve~ uf Illdm the sull.)ed of 
l.lC11'l'OClty of treatment lll:t\\ fll'n Ill<!lIl alii) the seli-go\'orIlI1l8 
,tomlllionR CflIDe Ill' f01 further l'omUderatloll at the ImpcIIILl ,,'ar 
('otlielcnr-n III un:.: .\t thiS (,Ollfprell(,O all the ~eH-go\ .. rlling 
1I0mll1ioll~ alld Iwlia wpre leprcRellteil allll it was UIllLI11Jl1011S1y 

.Ll'reclIl that (1) It 1~ ,m luliPI ellt fUllrtIOII of the GoY('rumf'lIh· of t.hl' 
,.everal 1'0nmnllutieR of thc BrItish commollwealth illcludiJlg Illdia 
th",t ('uch should l'1I)OY ('olllllleu' ('ontro! of the ('omposltlO11 of 1111 own 
populatlOlJ hy meaus of restTlf'hon 011 immigration from any of the 
(Jther C'omIDm,ltles, (2) Blltl~h eitlzeuR domiciled ill allY Bl1tish 
"oulltry lllclurllllg IndIa "hould be f\(lmltted lJIto allY ot,hel' British 
"lluntn for nBlts tOI' the purpose of p)cwmre or f'ommerce lliclurHng 
temporal y reSidence for the pm'pORC of educatioll. The ('olllhtionR of 
... Ilch VIsits shoulr} he regulated 011 thfl prinCIple of Tll('1proelty ILl! 
followS' -(A) The fIght of the GO\erBmellt of India IS rC'N)gnised 
W elllJ.Ct laws wInch bhall have the efft'('t of 'lI1h)ectilll-( British 
c itu:cns domIcIled 111 auy o~h('f BrItish c01lutry to the same conditiona 
III Hstlllg India as tho"e Imposed OB Indla.ns deslrlllg to viSIt suob 

""llUlltry. (B) :-;l1t.h flgh(to Visit of tpmporary resideJl('(l shall III eacb 
llllliHdual caHt' Le !'mhoclied ill ,1 paSllport or writtell permit 1I16ued 
hy tbe COUll try of dl'mICIie and &lllbJect to ,ise there hy an officer 
.wpomted by and !LCtillg ()11 hehalf of the country to IJe viSIted, if 
such couutry 80 deSIre (C) Knch right shall not extelld to a villited 
VI' temporary residence for hlbom pnrpolle or to permauellt .. ettle­
mont. 3. Indians alr{1ariy penna-nently dODllciled in the other 13rltI8h 
\'ountrieM should be allowed to brlllg 111 the]r wives and mlllOl' 



IRMA IN THE DOJilNIOiV,'I 
Ghildr6n 011 condition (8) tllll.t IIOt more than 011. wife and ht-r 
uhildreD shall be admitted fOt' each such Indian, and '(h) that NCh 
iodividual eo admitted shall he ('ertified by the Gu"llrnruent of IndIa 
ail being the lawful wife or child of 1111ch IuaiBlI. 

The principal mOyemellt of 'Knst Indllm'l to Canada oecun'ed 
III 1907-08, the U>ta.l llumlj!;ratioll beillg ...... under 700. Of this 
nnmber po88ibly 110t more thall 1200 now remaiu 1I1 Canada, there 
having been a heavy exodl\~ to toh£' P lIited ~to.tes ill addtiOl' to­
which quite a numhel hn¥(l I·~turned t.() 1.\dlQ. ('limBhr, innul'ltrial 
nnd social conditio liS in Can!l.(\a have not on t h(1 w'hole OOCIl founl'! 
congenial. Disease has made considerable inroads upon ~:ast Indians 
Theil' caste system has Rer10111'lly interfered" ith th~il' employment 
til many walks of life. Nohvithstalllllllg t,he fart that mil} a sma11 
proportion of thoso who origilHtlly emiKrnted to Callndn aro 1I0W 

l'111>ideut here the milli~tel sl11>mib~ that et'l'taln modifit"atlOlIs of tht' 
restrictive provisiolls of the iTOIlli/>\,ratioll Apt nlld rf'gu}"tiolls should 
he made for the relief of 8111'h of 0111' ft,now Brih8h subjects of tbt. 
East Indian race a~ lIla~ h(' affeptcd u,Y the resolution of. th£-> 
Imperial War ConferelJPc of 2Hh ,1uly Hn~ n~ abmr reciteo .... Thl< 
minister of immigration RlId roloniRlltioH rcrolDmcnds that tll(' 
declaration llnanimOl~ly adopted Itt the [mprl'ial 'Yar Confrl'etlt'l1, 
24th ,July 1918 bo 1l11proverl 

Australia 
Telegram from the Governor.General o/the Com",onwealth of Au.t.,alla 

to the 'Council Office, Whitehall 
With reference to your de~Pdkh of 2Kth Allgnst. l'N'lprocity troat 

lOent between India and dominiolls. my despatch 14th April No 9rJo 
comoying deCIsions. (toverllmrnt of Commonwealtb of Australia, 
"hich are ohiefly as follow~ .--(a) UoYermneut, ogrees admissioll. 
IlO PMSPOrts India merchants, stud(lnts, tourists with their rellpectiyc­
wives, Exeml)tion to contInue ,\itllOut necl(s"ity for annual applica­
tion Ill! long as status preser, ed. (b) Indians donurtied Australia 
ttlay bring one wife and mIn 01' rhildrent (c) AUstr&llllllS vi~iting 
India will require to obtain passports. (d) T4'gislativu proposals will 
be submItted U> Parliament to plll<'e Indians OIL {'quality with othel 
Brit,ish subjects as regards old agt' aIHI innJid persolls. hut admissioll 
1<1,. Parliamentary franchise not l1}lpl'o\'ed at present. 

Ferguson, 
GO\ arnor-General of Australia 

My Lord,-WIth reftlrellt"o t.o your pl'edtloea80l"l1 despatch of 
'the 28th AtlIUst last, Dominious No. 476. transmitting a ropy of 8 



J'HE RJU.'IPllO('ITY (jl"B,"'1'IOX 
resolution relative to reciprooit~ of tl'eatmt'ut, hetween ludu\ ana 
tbt' DommiODs passed by Imperial W 11.1 Conference, tOiother with, 
lL copy of a memorandum 011 th." tlllbjt'l,t hy Mr. t-1 P. Rlnba. I haYe 
th., honour to forward herewith a copy (If IL COlllDlIllIi('llti<lfI "hieh 
IJI\~ heell audre!l!!ed to me by my I\('ti\"o Prime Milllster 

[ hlLVt', ett" 
( iovl'rllor,H!lI\(\ral 

\: 0111 Ewrllency.- With rt'ferentw to tbl' HccleiHry of State's 
letttlr of the :.!!:'tll Augnst 1!1l1(, HomiJlJon No 476. J dOllire to-
1I1form Your Fxrellenry that tho document!' tmJll'lmlttoOd have been 
eommlered 8ud MlIlistefl! lllWIl hlLd the I\lhl\lIt11ge Ilbo of {IOn,sillg 
tl,e fe}1Ort of the conferenoe d .. ahng fully WltIl q\l,,~ti()J, of 1"E'(liprooity 
ot tf6a.tmont lletweon India and the r'olllinlOlIl'l, A~ fill' all Auet,ralia. 
II> ('oncerned the pOSItion ill thnt \II I !I01- thr Commonwealth 
Uuveiumf:'nt agreed to permit thl' adJlljH~ioli of Iudillll merrhltnta, 
Mtudellts {If tourist~ with theil ,\lVf 011 1'1~"SPOl'tll for IJ. period of 
01111 yllar. tho lIuestlOlI of Ml1hll{'\1uf\nt At~~v to he considt'lft,lfl 011 
Ilppli('o.tioll III ,iey, of thl' rt'solutloll alld with t.ho desha to give 
lull ertt'('t 10 the spIrit, which animlltt'd the ('onferllllt'll, t,he Oovefll' 
nwut HI now Vfepared tv cxtelltl t.hl' formt'r IlITI\ugemeut 110 IlS b~ 
permIt 101111\11 merchallU!, stlldelltl'l allll 10Ull8tll to he arlmiUed to 
A\I,.traJi,l 011 passports and to rcmalll heft' lIIdcfimtely without, tbe 
111'1'\(\ £(1] further appiit'a.tioll so long as tht'y pleRt'l'H' the capa.oity 
i .. IP>!pcct of whit'b the passport W11;\ IF'IUed III mdl'l thnt then> 
Uta) \1(' 110 (\unllt af\ to lhe lItl'l\lllng whh'h 1 hl~ (:O\'(II'III11I\11t 

ILttlL<'he'l to the term 'Merl'hant', If HI tlt'Rurd thai I hI' !tuliall 
q()\ ernment sbould under!lt.and that tb(, ('ommollwl'lLlth (lov{'rn­
lUellt docs not consider that the 1tmn "Merrhaut" 11l1,jHdea 
rl'tlLlI spookeepl.·rs as snch or ILnw kel's, alii I tha1 ltR 31'plioBtioli 
I.. lonfill(,{) to l'erf\()lL~ engaged III Ole wholeslLle OVl'rRl'1\ trnd,· 
hE'tw6en lnllm ILnd AllRtra.lm It I" f\ll thel ,Igl'et'd t,hat IurhRIIK 
ah'cady here prnnalll:lntly domiciled III tho rOl1l1tl ~ nilly I'linlol 11\ II 

wife ILnd minur c1uldmn It wIll he lIercs'IIlry 111 tIll' tirMt pll\('(It for 
\HlfKOh!\ desiriug to take ad\'l\lItage of tIlt! nrrn.ugement to apply t(), 

the Commonwealth Govenllncnt 111 01'111.') that their statnR may be 
Rl1('Cl'talDen, amllt will be fhfther ueoe<ma.ty thl1t til(' IlItli:LlI OOVIlI'tl-

1R1"IIt Ilhouid iRIII\(' a certificate that the per80lJ~ prol'o~()(1 to be 
admittell afe the \\1\'e8 and childr"l1 of the rCllp(Jrtiv6 BI'l'lirl\.nte. 
Tbe departure from Austraha for India (If any Iltll'80llk \\iII llot 11& 
ll{'nnitted unles!! they are ill po88C8Rion of Plll!SllOftR 18fo111(JII Of '\'i8Olt 
b} t,he CQmmonwealth Gm'emment. No PIU!SportS 01' "1111)8 will be 
gi veil to )lM'!!OUII if they aft! of such clall8CM 1\11 wonld be ob.16l'wcf til 
by tbe Govefument ()i In~ha 111 the hght o[ Uu', Rgl'oomcnt l'l'oched 
.. t t,\h' conferel)l'e it ill Undrf!1tood tbat the rlaimR of Indmlll1 til f'ut.or 
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Australia for th(l l'UI'POIlC of lJ.lloUi' or permancllt settlement arc not 
preMeo. It apptl/ul! irom the memorl~lJcJum that, 1ndlBns will hI.' 
satisfied if they fecch (\ treatment not less favourable thau that 
accorded to othf'r ASIatIc people who are not suhjects of the BrltIl'lh 
l~mI)iro. A1I Austraha does not disl'flmiuaw agalllst lnchans 111 h~,our 
of II.lly othor ASllthrK It I~ thought that the p()sltion should jll', 
fflgal'ded as Ratlsfact{JI y. The main poim. of Intem·tl Austwhall 
:'\,flnllnistll1tioll whi"h f'l f'a.... ,htfereutlatlOlI hetween Imhall~ ,\ltd 
\lI1'trahall 110111 Pt'I'SOllh or wJnt-e BrltlRh bul,ject8 appear t .. hl~ 
two' -- (1) E.\.rlll~lOlI hOlll til(' P,u'liameutary fmllchlse, awl (~) 
(IXOIHl~ioll from tho pl1 \ IlcgPH of the olfl age Ill' u,hcJ pellSlO1I h~\\ 
The ComlllOlm ealth flo, ot nml'ut .Iftcr gh ml/, t}le III,\tt~l! t 1111 
('ollsideratioll lI'gr(·tJo, th.tt It e,m-Wlt ~PIl lth way at PIOSCllt to ,tdnllt 
Tnrh all H 1.0 t lip PnrlllUIU'IIt.11'Y hllllC'hiA(' but III )'egard to the old ,Ige 
,LlJd IIlvlilill p«lI~ioll !eglt\!atn,' plO)los,~l wdl l,() submItter! I1R 81){)11 ,\s 
'PO!lslhlo ttl plarll Iruli/tllh 011 ,III ('q,.n,ht y with (lth!']' Brltil-h SI1111cct!l. 
Itlhn.l1 he vIoaser! 11 YOul EHI'lIrlll'Y \\111 .LHk t,he Her.rt'talY of :-It,ate 
to hl1l1~ thl~ POTllUl\l1l1catlOlI 1II1(Iel fhp lIotICt' of th(1 GO\erUIDtlllt of 
hulia wlth /\11 af\~1llnt'I' 0) tIlt' ~ll1eI'Jl' ,k~lrl' of this UoycrllmclI( to 
work 111 llIORt tl(1Tllp]..te hmmollY Wlt,1t Ihrm 111 regalfl to all maUI'lb 
arll!lillg' ont of tIlt' ,tg'It·(·nlPIlt. f(' .l"lif'd at thl' IrnpC'lIJ,) ('ollf()rerl""~(·. 

Indians in the British Colonies. 
JUdl,tll Enugl'alltR 111 thl' nlltJ~h ('OIOlllP~ ar(l rhHtflhut,!'d .11'-

],l'O'CIIDntdy a~ follo\\ l'< 

Tlllndad 1 17 Thuusaud 
Bntu,h Oui,lII.t 130 
\Ia.\lrItl\1~ :!60 " Houth Aftir.L Hi() 
Fll,l ' Hi 
./1)11Ialc.t :!O 
('ltlllV\a, K ;\hir:1 All~trahn fi.DOO snd j,(,]ow 

'I'llt' 1'0:\8011 why tl1l'Y h:l\l' ('miglat.ed IS t hILt the plantatlOll1! 
of British CoIOlllRt'< hold forth ,ery ,\UrBchyc prospects for lruhall 
Il\hOUfllrK :\1\(1 Il.rhzall~, ,1]1(1 lll\('ketl by the Iwlmll GO\'ernment, IUld 
hy the~' (1lll1in~III't', sOt'lIrnd indontUf.,.1 In(hall~ III large numberb to 
work th!'111 111 the Cololllel-. Thll IH'esl'nt prosperity of the 
COl()lli~I" ,he halldi\l 01 k of thl' ] IIdmn emigrant. But like so 



THE lU~CIl'lWCl1T I,ll H.-:nW\' 
man» othel' Bntl~h "promIses" to Imhanl'l, OliOI' theu' ol.ljcttll wew 
attu.lIlcd the colonists treated the intieuturel'l as '~rl\p8 of paper' aud 
till.' 1 ndians worse th3n s!twell A tt..mtiolJ \\ as fir:<t dra",n to tho 
ronl.litlOns of these mOil from the apalliug Illllllhl'[ of illliridl'8, pro· 
,c'rutinns Oil paltry eharge~ for hren.ch of hOOm 11\\\ ~ I'lIarted ill 
favour of employees, and the inhmlll\ll I1l(h\(,{'lI(,1l'~ commll ted UPOIl 
tllf' women·folk In l!HO the llltll 1\11', Gokhale mi.-ed th{, quelltion 
III tlw ImPfjrml (;o\lu011 allli PHI~>lI'd Govorllnwllt for a~('cptinll\ 
tt'sollltlOlJ to stop furthl'I' illdflutllllld l'lIIigratlOJI to Natl\l Two 
vParR nfter 00' eI'umellt lI·fuserl to :u'!'ppt hi" fllJ'tlll'l motion to cud 
tilt' lIIdBnture system a!togethtll, Thl'lI Wlllll' the I11faDlOllb I'llCruitil18 
,Igent H tlourishl'rl opculy with thClr trlvlp anel routimH'd to d~o) 
YU'III!! :1blc bodil,d men and womell, aJld 1'I11Ycrai rl\f\I\~ 01 hIgh !)~to 
le~\'P('t,l,ble young 'HlllWII beilJg (ILlrw(1 aW,I)" tor thl' brneflt ot 
('ololllal sahl us canll' tn lIght. I he 1I111cllture 1~'(1n.DH' mOll' a\lll mOl'O a 
~,,~t{,hI oj glorifieel .,laYI'r". amI WOl~l' 1-till It hnnuhatetl Indb ill 
the' l'Ye'- of the whole wOlld ,tS til(' olll~ ('ollutn wind! :\('Pl'l'h.',l tIl(' 
J,a.l'~t I.nlotry fot lit mess of POt,'1gP 

I~rl:y III the preselll clN,lde h'phllgK lUll llIjoCh III Imha ami tIm 
~it II,LtlOlJ assumed 11rOpol'twm. of hpi 11ft a w(jrld·~('alHl.d MI~hatma 
H.\I d III started 1 he fam[)n~ p.I'~1\ Il l'('RISI Iln('1' n1O\ 1'111('111 III ?I: Itt/tl, 

nlld h..Jped h, 11l~ \\ 1ft, awl ,I few Bllt I~h fnelld~, lIotlll']e alllollg'~1 
\\ hOIl1 \IIL~ Mr Polak Ill' hrl)hl' tllo lYI',t1II1l{"11 Iltwl< agmllsl thll 
111(11,\1, K('ttler~ alii 1 I('d thOlh:1l1c1R of Ill" 1'1111 lit I ,mell to do thl' 
',11111' .\fttl ullt~Jld qUIf"lillg'H of IlIrhgnitwH and 1Il(,;tJ('lll'atloIlR along 
"Itll In, nobl!' WIle JIIII follow('~~ (:11111Ihl at last. Rut'cllPII!'I) in ('rcahng 
Itll IIllj'lRSI' HIS henn!' i'Ollduct .111d tile e"'''I'lIlialh "lllritual Il'adel' 
"IIII' (It 1118 halHl of pa~RIH' le~ll!I1.er~ at b ... t. <111'\\ th(' ,1ttl'lIilOlI o! tll{' 
IllIol{' w"rld and bastJly.1 H('ttlCllIcut wa ... l'at<,hl'd lip in ] \1\ ~, IJOW 

1.11111)11> :\~ the Smuts·Uandlll agreel\lent, (q \.) At till' 1'II'8('nt 
1I10ml'IIt ImhanR are ag:ull ,\ ltll!'~Smg olle 01 tllol<e pt'llO(hl' illlltallcOfl 
0\ "hlOken plt>rlge... ;\ hlPh An rharad,'n"c' tIlt' p()litH'al l'ondl1pt of 
tlll' \ \ I""t, 

Latl'r 011 the Hc\ (' F A1I(h cw~ alld ~11 \\' !'I',Uf,OIl 011 t.he 
l'e'll1l',t' of Indl,\Ils paid a. 'IHlt 1M l''iJi awl fl'f'Ollllll'd 0110 of t hu nwst 

'tt.\llt)\\ JIIg talos of TIn_er) allli shanl(', Tlw WOl'tlt, dcgl':"h~tlUlI, the 
!,.'Tll"W.t nnmorahty, th"t a hUlIlau being call 11(' Ch.lggod wio, W~ 
',"iug l'ractH\ed and ('It(oUllIgeo, Lord lfllrdlll/!, 0111' of IlIuia', mO!lt 
I'heri~hed Ylcoroys. tonk thl' 'na.tter 111' and 11 WI1R he who IItrenousJy 
fought. for securing j llstire and deNlilcy to t,he J nclian cmigrallt. 
III 1 !-I12 a. COmm18f1101l was appOinted to erHjllln' awl report 011 thlJ 
matter JAlrd Hardinge secured al,ohhOIl 'Of 1I1JprillOllDlcilt for 
!"hollr offences anrl minor other ameliorations IliR work was taken 
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up \11 the llredont Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford, wilo 011 Koptenlber 
5th, 11)1 6 declared III the Imperial Couooil tha.t Uovernment wa>, 

~ol1temp1atillg ('.olltrolof TmmigJahon to the Colonies and to deville 
moalls to St'Alure for the emigllwtA free and voluntary engsgemellti< 
MI'. Andrew!;' acct!\1UtS howe, I'r came pouring in Ilnd sllch was til\' 
agitation rall!ed over the "ifniI' tlmt tho\1g1u)J'ooccupied "ith the Wat 
Oovcrnment proillbitod ILll cmigra.t)(~\I--from ll)diu. I1b a W"1' 
nltl&sure, au BCl10nnt 01 shortage of labour eau~ed by G millionK of 
death from lutluelJ.f.IL. and though tl118 prohIbition was only all 
!lxecuti \ e order and lIot u I.Lw of the land, J.SI!Uralll'IlS wure IIU11Se 
flullntly gWIlJl 1 hat t.h(1 liystem would lIE"VM be reviI'!C(l. We hliJ."t· 
yet to Reo it tbls promlRO fal!'1! the fate of other numl'rou~ l)rOmISe~ 
of the like UaLUl'll. Early thi~ year (1!~~O) a deputatIOIl arm,ed 
frODI Ugamll\ to seek thl' h(llp of ill<' llJ<1ian Uo\-ernmeut ill roormt-
109 IlHhull hbolll' iO! t'hl1t l'olollY though here IJl J mha Il1dul!trif'~ 
:lofl' hCIlIg ~tl'itIlA'I(ld for sllOrtllp;o "f bbom. III l'f'gard to FIZI th(1 
Viceroy made tho followiug ar.Tl(llllleCmt'nt 01l:.!4 NOYl1mool 191!J 
"The Hl'cretary of i-lt:tit' fur the Colome" bl\8 agreed to the cancellu 
lion of lJIdellhll os Ill! all estat('" 1111 "hl(·h the PTlIIO)lfaW rofornln 
recommendell by M I' A IHh ew~ h.n C Hot been carried ,.nt 011 thl' 
1st, .1anullrj 111:!O. hut 1 am llOt. blttlRfietl wIth this, IIoml 1 hi'I' 
.lskod the :>Ill" oi Kt,\t~' to ,l8C.,1 Lilli ,dial would llC the cost of 
l'oIDmutlllg the Il'mailJllIg lIH]Plltll1'l'R olJl(l freelll;:( ev('rv Imliull 
Lahotll'OI ill Fltl (Ill the l~t. of J.t1IlHU') Ilext." 



Administration of Martial Law 
in the Punjab. 

On the 6th of August 1919, 1D the House of LOTdlJ, Barl 
Ru<;sel cfl.lled attention to the admlUlstro.tlon of Martie.l 
Law 1n the Punja.b, WIth specla.l reference to the sentence 
pa.ssed upon Mr. Harklssen LiLl The {ollowlng IS the speech 
delivered by Ear) RUBsel lD puttIng the question and tbe 
statements tha.t followed 

Earl Russel's Speech 
Mv Lords, senOU5 events have heen taking place III India 

to \\;llIch It IS well that public OPlIlIOD should he dlrel.ted, 
partlcul.Hiy as they have been, I tlllllk. 'lomewh:lt lOadequa­
tell' reponed In the Press at thiS country I refer to the 
vanou~ tllals by Courts Maltlai which have been laking place 
In that country There have beell ch.!] ges made agalll~t the 
accused of a senou~ character, and severe ~entences h,lve been 
pm.sed upon them, lllc1udmg III many (.a~es, I tlunk r am right in 
saying, the death penalty. 1 should hke lo-day La make my 
remarks rather of an explanatory nature f(1I the purpose of ascer­
talllm~ what the facts are and what has happened. <is 1 thlllk not 
\ ery much IS known about them as yet, and It l1l"y be necessary 
to recur to the matter later III the se~slon when we have more 
mfoTm~llOn before us. I would like to ask If I r:an be told to-day 
holV many persons have been sentenced to death hy Courts­
Marl1al, III how many cases that sentence ha~ been carried Ollt, 
and whether in all ca~es I he accu~ed have had an opportullIty of 
appeal tv t he Privy Counct! he fore the executIon of sentence. 

In putting thIS QuestIOn I ought to apologise personally to the 
l1obleLord who, 1 IlI'loerstand, \0; te> reply, that I did not cDmmuni­
cate with him more 111 detail beforehand, but that wa, ~()Jt'ly due 
to my absence from London and not to any de~1Te to ernbarass 
him 111 any way III dedltng With the matter I ha\'e very httle 
1OformdtlOIl except WIth regard to one ca~e, the case of H<lrkissen 
Lal. and w.th regard to that T shvilid like to put to t he noble 
Lord the informatIon whIch has be(,11 given to me and to ask 
him how far It ~grees WIth IllS \elSlOn of what hcl~ halJj)ened. 
\Ve want to consIder m tbis matter, when we have all t}fe facts 
before us, whether the actIon that has been taken amounts to a 
necessary, although severe, repression of sed1l101l and treason, OJ 
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whethet it amounts to a mele exhibition of a!1tocratic power 
whicb has not been justified by the circumstancu \ 

tD this particular case I think I am right 10 saymg I he S~Q' 
teDce has been one of transportatiOn for hfe and the oifellce, 10 
I dm given to llllder~talld, was thal of advising people 111 Lahore 
to close their shops If that be trup It would naturally Ul.cur to 
all of us that there WdS SOme dlspropOI tlOn hetweell the offence 
and the ~entence ThiS gentleman IS""'" barnster-at-law of the 
Middle Temple. I do not say that that, 10 Itself, 1'1 sufficient to 
raise a presumptIOn Hold he been d member of Gray's Inn It 
might hdve been othf'rwl~f' He reSided at Lahore and IS, I am 
told, abollt fifty years of age, carrym~ on tile bU~lneS5 of a barrker. 
The agitators III India, I am lOformed, orep.ued a day of hlJmlllA­
tlon, as a protest ag.lInst I he Rowlatt Acts, fOi ob~f'rVaIKe by the 
nallve populal lOll, ,Ind onglll,t1ly appolDted MardI 30- Althou~h 
some malllfestatlOO> took place on' that d,IY, the dJte WrtS genel ally 
post pOlled \0 Apnl 6, wh~n a day 1)£ h.lmlliat Ion was Ob'~l vej at 
Lahore at Harklsst'll Lal's II1~lIgaiIOIl He Issued .1 notice III the 
10l.al pdpers lecommendlllg among othel thtllg~ the dO~IIJg of 
ShOpb. I do not kllow what the othel th1l1gs were T do not 
l{now whel her ,lI1ythl n~ worse Of more Violent I han the c!'JSlIlg 

of shops was recommended but therf' Ib no bugge,tlon that .t wall. 

lt appears that It I~ solely a~ d result of hi, .J:tlull on thh day, 
his ,espol1sib,ltty for the h01dlllg of the Jdy (Of humlhutwo at 
Lahore and, III partKu1ar, for the closlIlg of Ihe sh0rr~ , IM'1e he 
now stallds charged With ~edltlOll . 

The legal cllcums\au~es l'olll)~cted With lIlls case appear to 
me to want some explanallon Accorxhn({ to my I!IfOrmallon tt 
was not unlll Aplit 1;\ that Marllal l.aw was declaled III the 
Puni.~b, thIS offence, If t hl~ was I he oflence, havlllg been commit­
ted, your LOldshtps Will remember, on April b The effect of 
the declal allon of Mart tal Law was to brrng 11110 operatlon Bengal 
Regulalloll No 10 of ISo4 Some velY old RegulatlOll of a penal 
nature IS dpparently revived by the decldrdllon of Mar: I ~I Law. 
The eff"ct of the declaration 15 to ~mpelld the function of Ihe 
oldmalY Cnmll1al Courts of ]lldlcaIUrf', and the Governor-General 
ill empowered to direct the Immediate I rial by courts-marllal of 
Versons oWlOg alleglallLe to the Brltlsh Go\,.,rnlllen( Then, on 
the day follQ.vmg that deLiarallon, the Governor-General in 
Legi!.lative CQunc~promulgated Ordmance No 1 of 1919, RIVlllg 
po*~to the 1::oca1 Government t () appoll1t CommissIons to try 
person" chargC!~ with oifeII ces under Bengal Regulatloll No. I, 

dod tb.""exel cl~l1 the powers of General Court Martial undl"r the 
Indian Army Act. The Ordlllance made provision for the tnal 
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of all persons charged WIt h offences referred to in the Beng.l 
Regulation, dated after April '3, while the Ordmance itself IS 
made to come IIlto force bl!'tweeo May IS and J6. On April 14 
Harkissen Lal was arrested, and h~ w,,"s deportt'd to a place which 
[ pronounce wltn some ft.ar, lsakhel, 00 the North West Frontier 
of the Punjab, outsld~ the Martial Law area, where he was given 
Ills liberty. On Apnl 21 a further Ordmance wa~ promulgated 
empowering the Commlsslo 1 under Ordinance No 1 to try any 
persons charged with any offence After that OrdlOance had 
been Issued Harkl~sen Lal was arrested Oil May 8 where he wu, 
outsIde the area 01 MartIal Law, and brought back to l.ahore to 
5land tnal for an offence ag ainst Regulatton No. I. He had 
great dl[[lculty III Rettlng 01 pl~a<.ler to act for hIm. The Military 
.luthonly prevented any plearler he wanled from entcflnjt 
mto the MartIal Law area At the time lhe~e facts were commu­
!llCdled to me there were grave doubts as to when he would be 
l r:ed or for what he would be tIled Telegrams were sent which 
110 dO'lbt the noble I.'Hd receIved .it the ludla Office, and hy the 
wa\" a com.plalllt I, made I hat a tel egr am sent to Messrs. Barrow, 
Ho~er~ .ind Nevil, who wOl1ld have acted IIlr hIm 10 thl5 
country, WdS IOlercepted OJ ~\orpecl by the Censor~hlp I should 
be very gl.id to know If telf'grarn.; wtre ~e111 and were stopped; 
\ hey cert3mly Wf'rf' not r"cel\,ed These getlemen wrote t o 
the Secretar y of State, ,lIId 1 I h\llk r .\m lI!(ht 111 saYlOg that tht'y 
Illle""lewed the 1I0ble Loro who I~ to reply Thy were told 
.1 i-)0l1t the telegram to the S~crC l d ry of S iale More 1I1(onllation 
has been obtallled fmm a clIPy of th .. r'L~ .lrler" of May 26, winch 
published 'm eX lelho' the~e ca hles Harkl~s"n Lal was app.!­
lentl" to be tned at thn. ddt!:!, and h.s been tfleo ~I'ICe He 
was charged Wit h a long set "I ofT" lice, whICh 1 wlil read ") 
you I LOl d~lll ' 1 III d momellt-tl e.l>lJl) and sed It tOn and mattei' 
of lhal klll,j He wa, charger! berdlC the Martial Law CommlS,IOtl 
for (.onsptracy, wagIng war, sedrllon ,Ind "memhen.hlp of an un­
lawful as~emhly" 1 ktJow lIothttlg about these but I ask whether 
lhe chdrp;e of con"ptr3c)' all ,1 waglllg war does really refer only 
to the actt , 'n 1Il reC{)r.lmen lling a day of humlllatlOtJ, or whether 
It refen to somet hlllg flirt her Pel haps the noble Lord WIll 
lIlform y01l1 L ' Jfdshlp~ on the p0101 

, , Your L 'nd, ltlps WIll al~o nOtICe that he hal appa,emly bee r) 
{fled under all Ordlllance willch was made retrospective, for doing 
~omet!lI "R which was not an offence, 01 If an off'c:ncc, was no: 
lrtable !'v C()url-M~rl1al at the ltme the off~nce was cOI'Dl'Dltte1, 
and could 11')t 'lave been tned by Court Martial except by virtue 
of the retrospectl ve Ordtnance made afterwards I should be glad 
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if the noble Lord will deal generally with the: offences alleged 
against the vadous leaders of the revolt as they a~e regarded, and 
jf at the lame time some official statement could be made, because 
apparently news is not very fully published in this country on 
these matten. I should like to ask in this connection, whether 
Press cables on t he~e matters are censored. In settmg out in any 
official statement the offences of these geutlemen 1 think It should 
be stated for pUblic mformatlOn not ~ly that the charge is 
sedition, conspiracy, or waging war, but that the specific acts 
which It is alleged they have committed should also be stated. 
To wage war sounds a very senous charge, but If It is merely 
recommending shopkeepers to close their shops It sounds a very 
differen\. th\llg. It would be well If the soeclfic acts were given m 
any statement published by the India Office. It III desirable that 
some official statement should be Issued, becau~e there were many 
trials aod severe !'Ientences and I am convlOced the pubhc would 
like to be sattsfied that mjustice hdS nut bt'en done, that people 
have had a fair Inal, that I he ~lItence~ have not been dispropor­
tionate to the offence, and thal the offences hdve been rea~ 
offences of whIch the Governmeut were bound to take notlte. 

Lord Sydenha.m sa.id :-
My Lords, before the nohle Lord rephe~ I should hke to draw 

attention to one aspect of the matter to whIch the noble E~r1 has 
not referred. If he had reaiJbed the situatIOn 111 the PUlljab. I 
think perhaps, he mIght have been less ready to aS5lIme that ~n. 
justIce had been done. I am ~ure t hat IS not 1P the least hIS fault, 
but It is the fault of the retIcence wblch we have observed in 
regard to matters affecting Indld-a rel1cence which, I belIeve, Will 
lead to some extremely unpleasant surprIses on the part of the 
public. 

The rising in the Punjab was unlike anythmg whIch has 
happened since the Mutmv. It IS the first ttme smce those dark 
days that the cry" KIll the Enghsh " was raIsed It IS also the 
first time that mobs have been led by Engltsh'hpeakmg IndIans 
dressed tn European dress. I am told from a pnvate source 
that an Enghsh woman belongmg to the BritIsh Zenana Mls~ion 
was caught by the mob and receIVed six great wounds on her 
head She was nearly killed. A kmdly Indian said, " She IS only 
an English MiSSion MISS, and she does no harm ", but the mo~ 
shouted, " She 15 EngiJsh, kill her" That was the kllld of spirit 
which animated the mobs 10 DelhI, Amntsar, Lahore, and other 
places. The unfortunate woman Just escaped WIth her life. and 
Ihe owes her life to the gall am Sikhs who saved a good many of 
our helpless fellow countrymen and countrywomen. 
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But for the strong action of Sir Michael O'Oower thertllJrilllt 

have been no Europeans left in thePunjab,and the situation mil­
have become desperate. We ought to remember that fact it& 
assuming at once that mjustice has been done to some of the 
people concerned. We ought to rememlXlr that the sente~ 
1f they were somewhat sev~re. may have been justified by the 
great gravity of the situatIOn at the time. The noble Earl does 
not seem to know that this was part of a well orgaOlsed revolt just 
as has happened In Egypt As to the c\osmg of the shops, to 
whIch the noble Earl referred. I do Ilot know whether he i' 
aware that in India this IS always a signal for riot. Whm shop I 
are ordered 10 be closed you Imow rIot IS at hand Therefore, 
while I am sure that eyery member of your Lordships' House 
would be most anxIous that no mJustlce ~hould be done I ask you 
10 remember that the 511 uatlOn was very crlllcal, and if it had not 
been grasped by a strong hand a large number of our countrymen 
and country women would have been killed. 

Lord Sinha.'s Reply '-
The Under Secretary to Stale for India (Lord SlIlha)s3ld . My 

Lords, I regret that oWlllg to the ab~elJce of the noble Earl 
(Lord Rus!>l:d) from town he wa, not able to communicate 
with me dnd tell me what were the precI!>e pomts upon 
winch he deSIred IIlformatlOn, wllh the result that some of the 
POlllts put to me la-day I cannOl answer, be<..ausf' I have no in­
fonn.lllOn With regal d ttl I hem, bllt ~I\ far as I can, I shan 
endeavour 10 give whal I cow,ldel tu l,c .1 \..onnecled narratIve of 
the eHmt, which resulted III the~e ('1l!l'dC1101l~ Includ1l1g that of 
.:vII Halkl ,~ell L,tl .lIla (Jlh~r gentll'men mentioned. Belore I go 
,litO that J ,hall like to say I hal, III U)\l\lil' ,11 With .til the ~enlences 
Pds~ed hy the COlli t .. Martial. or Specl,tI COm\lJI~SI()n" of CtJluts 
:\1dfl1al, !'IIr HMkls,en I Ii" ca, ... hi' heLn re,lell ed by the Local 
Go\'ellllllfmt, dud '>,7e le\..elvecl a cable ye,(erday ~aylllg lhal lhe 
~enICIlC"', Whl\..h .,eemed SII ,evel e to the noble E.lrI, of t ranspurta. 
'In" 1m lite alld forlelture of propelly, ha!> been renlltted enttrely 
,,'Ill, I egan! I() furfeltlJrt", mel wllh regard to transpon3l1l111 com 
'lll,t~d til two yedrS' flgoroll~ ImprJ~()l\ment 

BeiDI e 1 pa" Oil I/~h,)uld like .11-0 to menllOIl that the oilence 
\It II w hlch h~ wa~ c..hal ged, amon!l,st olhen, was, under Sec..tioD 
12IA of the Illdlan Penal Codto of wagmg war agalOst Hli 
:l.laJesty. and that the onl~ pUlllshment provided by the law is 
~enteuce of dealh, or tran'portdtlOn for hfe, accompanied ID either 
case with forfeIture of property, and that no other sentence cao 
be awarded If the ac.cused IS found gUIlty of the offence wllh whIch 
he 1S charged. As J have ~aid before, all lh~ sentences by Courts 
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Martial and Special Commission are being revleW'!!d ,from tho very 
beginmng by the Local Government, and in this particular case 
our informatIOn received yesterday IS that the sentence has been 
commuted to two years' rigorous Imprisonment. and the forfeiture 
has In this case, as in al\ other cases, been remil ted. I should 
like also to make an observation wIth reference to what fell from 
the noble Lord, Lord Sydenham, abOlK."".lhe c\osmg of shops 
being a signal for revolt. I do not know that, nor IS there any 
IQformation In the Dosse~sion of the India Office or of the Sec· 
retary of State for India, which would enable me to say that it IS 
a correct statement. 

Now, my Lords, I can best supply the mformatlOn which the 
noble Earl desires by givIng as short d narratIve as I can, m a con­
nected form, of the events whIch ha"e resulted m these and other 
convictIOns If I omit to gl\'e any mformatlOn whIch the noble 
Earl de~lfe~, I shall be glad to lO(lve H to him on hIS commlllllcatmg 
wIth me The Aml1chlcal and RevolutIOnary Crimes Act (com­
monly cal1ed the Rowlat t Act) was passed by the Leglslall ve 
Council of IndIa on March Ill, 1919,10 spite of the opposllIon of 
the non-offiCial members thereof, dnd It was preceded as well as 
followed by a wlde~pread agltatton III all part:; of [ndla, IIlcluding 
the Punjab. A delermllled agitatIOn, as well as re~on to pa'>slve 
reb\stanc.e, was threatened before thl;: measure wa~ act LJally pas!ied, 
and became more active afterwards. It follo\\ed a double hn~ 
of actIOn -namely, direct CtrltlClii/u of the Act by means of public 
speeche~ and actIons, and the 1I11tlatlUll of the movement of pa~­
IIlve resistance by d vow of 'Satyagrah,a' (observance ot truth,. 
ThiS latter movement III particular, to whIch dll lIlfiuentlal leader 
of IndIan publ\(. oplIlIon, Mr Gandhi, gave hiS support ,1IId COUI1-

tenance, was ushele<11ll by demonstratlon~ of the ob~ervallce of a 
day of fastmg and t hI;: closmg of sh ops and I laces of b uSlIless 

On March :;10, t he day onginally fixed as the day of fdstlllg, 
many shops were dosed I[) Delhi III sympathy with the lllovemem, 
but the efforts of the crowd to Impolle ahstenlJoIJ upou ~he Rdtlway 
refreshment contractor at t he Deihl Radway Slal JOll, cal'~ed the 
first colhMon with the \ohce. The dlstulbdnce~ L.f that dJy were 
quelled III fact with the help of the military, and so far as can be 
asct'rtained some five or SIX per~ons amongst the rIOters were 
killed, and fifteen or ~ixteen othels wOl1uded. Thereafter the 
promoters of the Satyagraha arranged that the 6t h of Apnl 
should be observed throughout India as a day of humilIation. the 
design bemg to cause the complete cessation of work as a sign of 
a protest agalllst the obnOXIOUs measure On Apnl t> many 
places of bualness and shops were closed 111 vanous parts of India. 



AUu. 6. 11)19-1 HEMARTIAL l.A W IN THE PUNJAB. .. 
iodudiug the Punjab. On April 9 Mr. Gan6hi, who .... ' '0.' 
htt way to Delhi, was turned back to hu; own Province-nauM'.Y. 
Bombay-as 1t was cOllSldered undesirable for him to Vlait the 
ProVlOCes of Deihl aDd the Punjab, which were 10 a state Qf 
excitement. 

On April 10 slight disturbances took place at Lahore, at 
whlcb the pollee were called m, and a few casualties occurred. 
ThereaFter dIsturbances more or lea!> serious followed In varlOlft 
parts of India-for example Bombay, CalclItta, and Ahmedabad 
etc.-but the outbreak to the Punjab was more detetmmed and 
prolonged, and it may be IIseful to state in chronological order 
the events which occllred In the PUIlJab from April 10 onwards, 
.md which may be d,,,ectly attributed to the movements above 
descrtbed. Of course. with regard to dIsturbances of thIs kind 
no smj(le callse can be said to be the actual caust', and there mUlt 
be many more direct and mauect causes and predisposing causes. 
Oil AplIl {o there was serlou~ noting at Amnlsar lPunjab I after 
the removal by e:l.eClilIVe order of two prnmllient organtserli of 
the dgltatlOn ag,lInst the Rowlatt Act-ndmely, Dr. Kltchlew 
(Maholllt:d.w) and MI Satya P.d ( Hmdu) The Town Hall and 
Ihe NatIonal and the Chaneled Banks were burtlt down. FIve 
Europeans were kIlled, and there were about tlllrty deaths among 
the noters. On the 12th at Kasur the Post Oflic.e and the 
MUIlSlfT's Cnurt were burnt, the Treasury was 'lIlacked, and two 
BrI!1~h w.urdllt offil,er~ were murdered, and three other oflicen 
~t'l.ell~ly wounded. By t 11l~ tIme t I.e Government of IndIa had good 
red~(l1I to beht:ve tlld.l the PunJab disturbance!> were not a sporadiC 
outburst of nots but dmouilled to org.lOlsed f1511l~b with detinite 
anll-Jul,1ernment dnd ~tJ11 more dehlllle antl-Brlush bias, and 
.1 It hough co-ordlOallon between different plaLes WdS IIldlfferent, 
,lInultdlle:IlUS outtll1g of railway and telegraph hnes oit Widely 
(lliTc:rent pldce. dlld deltberale destructIOn of Government prnperty 
and dlt..lck~ upon dud burrlll1~ ul pubhc bUlldtOg~, pOInted to 
wille common purpose Sevt:ral Europedlls hold been brutally 
murdered, and the hve, of EUlopeall~ III Isolated stations were 
III gredt pertl. 

In the:5e ClrcuOlstances tile l~overnmellt of India at the ill-
·!>tJ.I,ce of the Local Government (PunJab" sanctIoned 011 April 13 
laSt the: allpllcatlon 01 th~ Stale Otf .. nl..eh Regulation X of 1804 
to lilt! Dl5tncl~ of T.ahor~ and AmntMr; or, m other words, 
ded,,, ed Mdftlal L \W III the saId d,strtci s, subJect to the following 
modlfication-. Flr~t. the ITIdll1lellallCe of ordmary Courts for 
/!felindry offences. Notwithstandlllg the declaratIOn of Martu-l 
L;\\v m those areas the ordlUdry Cour~ were still sitting and 
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dealiar with ordinal'Y offence&; Secondly. lh. apfointment of 
~peci.l Commilsionen compoted of men of ripe experience and 
Judicial knowledge instead of the Courts· Martial which would 
Otberwise have tri~d offences under Martial Law. Th.ese Special 
Commissions were composed In each Instance of I wo Judges t)f 
experience and one Indian maglstrate,so Ihat techmcally a Special 
Commission was more or less of the chara~ 01 a special tnbunal 
of &reat experiellce. 

Earl RUlsel: Do I under6tand that the effect of Re~ulatloll 
No. I (19191 wa~ to substltllte the Special Commissions fOI an 
ordmary Court-Martial? 

Lord Sinha. That IS so. To resume the narrative of events 
in. the Punjab. On April 14th troubles spread to GUJranwill<l, 

. where d large mob attacked t he station and burnt I he ovc-rbndge, 
destroymg subsequently the church, Oak bungalow, a~d 01 hel 
Government properly. It stopped a.ld loot ed a passc-ngel U.alll 
and cut the wires on everv Mde From the l,th to Ihe I~,th 
riots of a similar nature t~)ok place at Wallrah~d. Sanglil HIli, 
Lyallrore. Chuhurkhalla, and \0 GUJrat 011 the 19th wher~ the 
railway station was ~a("ked. record, hurnt, and tdegrdph .. d<:"5-
troyed all along the hne. Marlla! L!w was extended In GuY,III­
wala DI~tnct on the 10th, to GUlrdt 011 the 20th, and to Ly .• I1-
pore on Apnl 23. The prodamdUolI of Martial Law hdd .l 
beneficul effect, and the oulb, eak .Hld oull dge~ ced~ed soon .tIl ",T·­
Warth 

1 have ~hOWll alreadv tlldl MMILti Law Wd, procldlmed III olllv 
five districts-Lahore, Amnhal, GlllraIlWal.1, Gujral and Ly.tJl'. 
pore. It was abrogaled III Gup"! DhlllCI and most rUt,,1 are,,~oll 
May 28. 011 J UIlt" 9 It Wd, dl,contlllue evel ywhere ell.cept IIIl" 
railway~ . .llId Lahore .lJId Oll J llile I I It wa~ cti,Luntlllut:d .It 

Lahort'. 

The \Il(ormallOll which the nobll;' E.lIl wdllted with regdl<l tll 
the Ihgu]dllOrl of 1i'l04 I, thl,. It IVa, .In ancIent law re\lved lor 
.. partlC.uldr plI'po,e The Impre,,101l whlC.h the lIoble EMI h.ld 
with re~,\fd to It IS hdrdl y l.or rtoel The Regulat 101/ ()f 1 S. 'oj. 

merelv empowers the Govell1or-l ;ell<-ral 1tl (','UIILl! to decl.I' e 
Marllal Law whell there IS open rehelllOll or lI"urlc-UIOll. Th.ll 
power exi~ts bY' vlllue of that He~\I1,H IOn, alld \Ya~ revlveu by 
legislation of the ordlllary lond 111 dl72. That regulatIOn there· 
fore means nothing more than thl~, lhat when there III IIlSUrr~L· 
tion or rebelhon m any part of India It IS competent to I he 
(Toveruor.G!Weral to dedare M,utlal Law over these areas, alld 
to conlinult it ao long a~ I he msu rreUlOl1 or rebellion eXists. 
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1 will deal oext with the tribunal. which adminiatered the law 
during tbe time that Martial Law was in operation. They were 
of the followlOg kind. First. there was the SpeCial Commi •• ioD, 
to which I referred just now, composed of two experienced Judi. 
and one Indian magistrate which dealt with offences under 
Regulation 10 of 1804-that IS to say, offences I.ommitted by 
peoples who had been taken, 110 to speak ... flagranti delicto." 
Later on, bv another Regulation which the noble Earl mentioned, 
all other offences of a sel\ous nature whIch the Local Government 
directed them to Iry or committed to them for the purpore of 
trying, were dealt with by them. That IS Lhe highest kind of 
tribunal that eXisted durmg this time. Then there were Courts­
Martial which "ummarily dlspo~d of offences agamst Marual 
Law-for exam pi .. , Orders Issued by the General Officer Com­
maodlllg, Curfew Order~ ordellng people IIOt 10 go out at IIlght 

.IftC!t a cert'llll time, Orders controllin~ lhe price of commodlue. 
such as fO'ldstuffs, Orders to opell shops and 50 on. Theie wer. 
mlllor offences-breaches of rules and re~ulallons made by the 
military authOTll1es-.md wer~ pUl1Ished by Regulations mdue hy 
them which also defined I he pcmallle~ The offences were 
summ.lnly tried and are III any case noL pUI1l~hable wit h hIgher 
Iluolshments than two " .. ars' ImprlSOnmenl. There were .11~u 10 
operatlOll the ordlOary CnmHlal Courts whll .. h dedit 'Nllh ordlllalY 
"ffence~ a~ well as ofTen(e~ dtl-Ing 1I0r1er the~e dllolurbdllces. JUlt 
..IS M.lrllal LdW has bt'l'n ailngelher abrogated In lhe whule of 
I he area ~lIlce June, so all M;tt! 1.11 !.<lW I l\bunal~ have now been 
lh~solved. alld there IS ,,"ly one I nbullal under the Defen'-t: uf 
Iud. d A.ct M III ~rtt 1tI~ dlld 1l II a~ one or two mure L,I~e., La try . 

I Will now ~Ive your L "lrd\hlp~ lhe II l!l II l)e I !If ',,"nnll~ \.00 ' 
\'leLed by Ih,.,e ddTel","1 IllbuIldl,. the n~llIrl "f tilt': M-n1cI1Ces, 
dnd \\ h.ll ha, been dODe hy W:l\ (If Lllll1ll1!!' .1 lOll Tlae IIIU~L 
~eIlOu~ Cd"e., wefe .Ill ttled h \' I h.,. 'P' (l.tI LUI\\1IIIS'l()tl~ T\J\:y 
ttled ;"~2 per501l~ aliogt'lhf'l, ,1Ile! ~1)2 uf tllelll were COl)vlLlcd 
and 270 were .Illjllltted nneuLe, ,lg,IID~1 1\1.t'II ,1I Llw 
()rtief' dl'ii' I, 'ed of "l'lllrnanly, .,0 t.l ,I, hgllles ,lie d\, ... l.lble 
,Il! to 111)\\', '\'('Ie all( \~ ,· ther ),~()(J L,lse, TIl~,t, were d" ",t·t! 
" I clillel 1» tht: 'Ull1lnal\ c,;urt, M ,ntl.11 or by the OIUIll31Y 
,"'; lIn. I "'\~e alrt' ,uJv mellll .. n<!d III LIIllIlellll,1I \~Ith lhl:! 
5ellt':!lIce~ 1IIIIleled Ih,lt tl mil!>! \,~ bO/l1t' III 111111<1 that the Specl ... 1 
COnllll1.~loIlS only tIled Lases (,f the m,'st , ... rlOllS 1I.11lJI e \0 willd, 
people were l.h.Hged eltllt:r WIth \\agmg war, or with ~edIl101l, IIr 
WHh ~omething of thai kl.l.J dod IIIH.ler the Idw 1110\t of tile 
lliTeu<..e:s \Yere pUllIbl'able, Wit houl alternative, ell her with de.111l 
or with lransporallon (or 'I(e. But senteul..t:S have from lhe 
beglOOIng been subject to re\ ISlOn by the Local Governmem "lIld 
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the Government of India. Reductions In commutations have been 
decided on by the Local Government, and 10 nearly 500 eases 
large reductions have been granted Apart from the abov~, aU 
sentences by forfeiture are wllhout exceptIOn bemg remitted by 
the Local Government. 

Bar1lt.uBBell : I do not know if t he noble Lord gave the sen· 
tences actually imposed 10 the firs[ insnMce : I do not think I 
caught them. 

Lord Sinha: I have mentIOned the number of persons con· 
victed. With regard to the sentences, I have not yet given the 
details. 

Earl RUBsell: HavlOg got the number convicted, I wantt'd to 
know what the origlOal sentences were 10 those cases. 

Lord Sinha' The oflgindl selltence~ were, in 108 cases the 
death sentence Of these, l~ have been executed, not haVing 
appealed; 2R out of the 108 have been reduced to transpOrlton 
for hIe, 23 to impn~onment for 10 years, 13 to Imprisonment fM 
7 years, 21 to shorter term~ of Imprl~Onmel1t, and there are 5 cases 
now to be dealt with by the Puvy COllllul The rest of the 
cases are also pendmg,m asmuch as the same pomt that had arisen 
In the case now under appeal <1150 arises 10 them. But out of the 
l08 sentences <lwardecl, ollly l~ were executed and, dS the Govern­
ment of India informed u~, the principle upon WhKh the com­
mutations have been granted IS this-whenever t here has been no 
factor of actual murder they have commuted the capital sentenses 
either to ImpTlsoment Or transportation. As regards convictIons 
by the mfenor Summary COUltS, thele.are about 1,500 They are 
bemg separately reviewed case by case by the local Governments 
which WIll doubtless grant redu~t IOn on geller011s scale as they 
have done in the other cases. 

With regard to the ~pecllil.. case ot Mr. Ha(k,ssen Lal and 
those who were tTled wnh him. 1 have aheady saId that the 
offence with regard to which they were charged and of which 
they have been found gllllty by the Spec,.ll CommIssion. com· 
post!d ,IS I have all eady stated, was all oifellce under SectIOn 
121 A-namely, of waglllg war, for conspiracy te, w,lge war. The 
only sentence pOSSible for the COllrt to dward wa~ that which It 
did award, namely tldnsportatlOll fOI life and fr"felture. That 
has been corrunuted These ca.e~ are \lOW under appeal to the 
Privy COUIICII, and therefore I conSlrler that It would Dot be 
right and prODer for me to deal wtth the facts ot the case, or to 
de,,1 with the Gl\e~tlOn how far the facts of the Lase justified the 
verdict of the Court whIch tned them Nor I haw got the 
judgments'i'Jth me e\"en to place the findmgs "m extenso" before 
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your Lordships. Bnt from the short telegraphic summary that 
we have received 10 the IndIa Office I can only say that it ,is 

stated that the findmgs of the Commissions are that the mob 
IIJ"~ mcited to vIolence by their mflammatory speeches and that 
m effect they were the chief local orgamsers of the rislOgs-not 
that they had been convicted, as the noble Earl's mformation 
seemed to suggest, of waglllg war because they advised people 
to clcse shops. However that may be, their sentences have been 
reVIewed and reVised by the Iccal Government, and reduced, as I 
have already said, in Mr Harklssen Lal's case to two years' 
rigorous mlOrlsonment and to tol her terms of Imprisonment for 
t~ others who were accused With 111m and convIcted with him. 

Having regard to what has fallen from the noble Earl, as well 
as from Lord Sydenham, I should like to repeat what the Secre­
tary of State said with the concurrence of the Viceroy III another 
place (H, of C )011 May 22 last-namely, tholt you cannot have dls­
turbance~ ofttns klIId and of thiS lndgnllude wllhout an IIlqUlry IOto 
the causes and mto the measures taken to copt: with these distur­
bances. In clfcurnstances of thiS kllld the lllllnedlate and para­
mount duty (1 thlllk your Lordships will agree With me) of the 
Government of Indlol was to protect life and to re~tore order. 
and at t he same time It must use, as it was bound to use, the 
exceptIOnal powers at 1IS dlsp,,~al only so rar as was necessary 
fOl the Immediate purpose, actIOns necessarily prompt, probably 
hasty, have to be re\lcwed .mll revl;ed when order ha~ once more 
been restored WIth iI view to ensulmg the cOllfidenc.e of the well 
dl~po~ed that the aelton h.ld been adequate anci not mercller.s, 
~uffi('lent hm not eXCt:S~lve, The time hd' now arflwd fC'r thIS 
stage, and the SecrddfY of Slate .md the Viceroy holve been III 
constant communicatIOn b) cdble dnd ha\e every hope that a 
dehmte announcement with regard to the proml~ed IIlquHy wil! 
be duly made alld wit hill d ~hort tHIIt' 

Earl Russell The noble Earl has hot answered one POIllt. 

Is th"re any censorship of free c()nllnlJmcatron by Pre~; cable~ 
betwten Indld and thlll country at the present time? 

Lord SlDha 1 .1m afraid 1 am not able to answer that to-day. 

Lord Sinha SnubbIng Sydenham. 
Lord Ampthill I am loth to lI.trude Wllh a triVial Cfltlcl~m 

whIle a subject ~o grave as Ihl; IS being di~c\lssed, but there IS 

one thlllg 1 should like to abk the liable Lord ",ho sought to 
mfllct a Severe snub on Lord Sydenham by flatly contradlctmg 
hiS statement that the c10SIll~ of shop; wa, the Signal for revolt. 
He went further and loald there was no information in the India 
Office which would confirm th~t opmwn. How-on earth dId the 
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noble Lord. the Under-Secretary, know that my noble fnend was 
png to make that partIcular statement, anD how in the brief 
penod, less than two mmutes, whIch elapsed between his remarks 
andlthe Under·Secretary·s reply was It p05~lble for hIm to make 
a search in the archives of the india Office wblch would juslify 
so sweeplDg a statement as that? Unless the ncble Lord has 
got gift of second SIght 1 cannot ImaNe an} thing that could 
have justified a statement of that kind. There are many IhlDgS 
in IndIa whlCh are well known to those who have been there for 
whIch, I daresay, It would not be possible, to find documentary 
evidence III the IndIa Office, and Ihe fact thaI mv noble fnend 
bas not seen anythlllg in the India Office to confirm hiS view IS 
no proof. that such a thmg does not eXIst III India. 

Lord BlOha' I must have made myself very much mIsunder­
stood If the noble Lord I hought that I WdS admmlstenng a snub 
t.o Lord Sydenham when 1 mdde that statement. All I meant 
to say W8b I hIS thaI, ~o far as I was concerned, I had -110 Imow­
ledge that It was a fact that I he closmg of shops was a sigllal of 
'fevolt I have never heard It, I have Dever read It I have not 
seen It stal ed elt ber by any penon or III any book ;r wll~ also 
l>ay IhIS, that III COllne<.lloll With lhe~e:: disturbances and"' ... the 
Teports ll1ade from the Goverllment of IUliJa Office WIth whIch I 
hdve endeavourt'd to make III \ ~ell I'llmllar. I have:: not come 
acros~ any ~tatemellt to (hat effect 0)' any pel SOil of authontyo~ 
olherwl~e. And therefore. II I ma'y humbly venture 10 ~.Jy SCI, 

It wOllld 1I0t requII t! any 101 e~lght on my part to kno"", or rilly 
:.econd ,Ighl 011 my pall (0 be:: ,Ible:: to allllClpate, Ihe IltalellJt"ul 
wlHch W.Jb gOlllg 10 be:: m,ttle b~ the lI'oble LOI d when ht; -bald I h.J1 

W.I, hl~ nllpl e,>Ioll-bec III he:: I lake Il It IS nOlhmg more:: t b.m 
t hal, lor I he noble Lord did \lot hlln~elf ~.Iy t b.!t to 1115 knowledge 
I he dO;lIIg nf ~IIOI'~ \Va, a slgn.1I tOI rt'volt It must he some­
Ihll1g Whllh il,· h.l~ he.1I d (\I f(',ui, mel all I IIltended to S,IY wa~ 
.. hal my kll',wleclgc :lIld my Illfolll1.ltlOll rlld Il()l ~UppOII Ibal, 
and I!() 1.11 :i'" Ihe rt'polt; III ,<'III1CUIOII IVllh these dl~ttllb.lI1cc~ 
.lIe,;Ollcellled. ,,11 0/ wl\tch I It I\e re.ld, IllerI' J~ nothlug to ~IlPP()lt 
t he Idea I hM I he (.IO.IIll!: uf ~h, IP, W.J~ ,\ '>H(II,\1 101 ren-\It ()II I ht' 
cOlllr,lIy,lhe repDlb ~ho\V tlt.1l lh .. clo;ll1g of hhop; \\'" IlLJtllln~ 
more th.1I1 .1 [lI.JI e,l ag.lIn~t I he pa~.lI1g 01 .HI "buoxlOu, l~gh1:tt\On. 

Lord Sydenham Ma\' I COl rt'LI the noble Lord on one POIllt. 
1 did lIol sa.y" he dO,lug 01 !>hops W.l~ a hlgllal ff)r ·'revolt". I 
~<\Id for "f1ot," which 1~ 01 very dlfferelll mdtter. In the Punjab 
It wa; rt!volt. hul III Bomhav we kllow peIfectly well, If there 15 

':OJug to he ;I not, by the fact thaI I he:: ,hops are belOg closed. 
"" .. d Sinha. I nus-ht-ald lhe noble LOld, and that IS why 

,1 aai'lftbdt that wa~ 1101 the IIlfOrmatlOll. 
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,At the time of Lo~il, :Bu"ell's CJ.fIU;I1' 'in the,IAJ;d8 on Al1g\l~t, 6, 
19U re'thf' administrntion ot Mortial U" 'in tile .Pt1rJali, little ~'IUI 
knoW,1I of heT:('rnl Oyer's {'xptoits (l,t Amtitear , ,~1~Jj~J... Am 
En;dallil. 'Ihe .811Prrlling .atrr('ities H,JI Jllhttd by ~'PuWic 
hrrlluts of the.l)lm~n:h on tbe':PUl jnbce~ t bpm!l(>h ~ d,;nrli th. Ma~al 
Law ff'glme of Hat HI"t'o ,Nero n of Punjab, f..ir )lkI~r.r' trf>i,W)-el" 
w('rO ',kept a $'n)l'd 1 (ok 'Iuite {or a trmir!f'~~16,~~ tiff the llJIo­
fRln,tlC'bra.ggaOocio of Canero) pyat hdore \be ,r"nter ~(1hnittee. 
()Illy II<""S which 3¥gJ'Ilvated the situation I\r.d g,,"e' c(J'ot1i to 'HIe iallei­
luI "l'eheUioJl" ill the Punj/lb were alJ(nl ed. to fflter thrcqa' r.h)~ Imr 
this perIOd aJld all eJs8 waa tallOO. Freedom 'of motf'ment, ffeed~ln 
of Sl"leech 1ll.!1 actioll, freec1cm of the 'Prel!'lI, w811 tutJilell!ly ,lip­
presEled, and ,Tbnllianvmla !I\\sllowed her tears ill silen(le. , P( the 
'horri»le hal'llaritiell committed, not hy a fremded moh, h)lt b)' ':b\l11 
King'!! truited scrva.ntR OJI bill il'Jlocent lIuhje('tll (helT11e!!8,fn4.an 
81lIUtlCts), none knew al,ything. The Secretary of State lind', ~'he 
IndIa Offi('c wall siiellt, the Gmerl m'ent (Jf l'ldia WaR 1l1ent, the 
Purdah IIdmimHtratiolJ, hackll g the whole ~llme, W80l silent, yd 
'silent)) hllrdreds of ,'eteraJl war·well,ry 'distracted P'IJ)~"beel! ""WI) 
hl'lItally cruMhed to death. hUlJdredll dragoollca into' craivlin. 
8t'I'PCllt-fll8hlOlI on the stl'Cflt!l, into 8/101&amillg lfriti8hel'8 ana Ot1ier 
uameleS8 ha.rhariht's-anO, all India awa.iting the "wtn1e in '~tfile .. 
8\18pell~e of the uuknown. 

Wlth the CJut frllm the arepB of ~e 4!'ea.t lfero (O',.QQw),.r) 
t'1lCll1iriei were $et 011 foot. Tbe ~e\& ,.ty .of. ~,!lbd die 
(~ouereIl8 EnqulflY (:QlIlInit~ hC~11 col~ilg .)~!if.. fdld·J..tlr 
e&m8 the UW1ter Conlllllttee. ~era1 .Dfer sa"e ~Ol'e it em 
t~! 19~h ~ov. aud it was thel) th!\t the wWld ~w I¢ .~ 4u\ri., 
,t1'tb~lah~s. , A ory of horro!' f<l88 fl;Ol1l.)end, to ,~ 0{ JIJdia..,tPd 
since tJien, :Dl3tters ~ve ~en. All ,~1ler .,~,..: tllr~1\o " ~ • 
rCalfbed . ~I.oo early ;in ~Mr -l4&t ~ . .-t~ it a 
;QbO!UI1,()r~~tPep.f~ ~b8r.JJ#Q.aP, ~l,B4II •• ,~ti· ~,~.. .;or 
Cc.numoof. ~ ~~ ~QlJtagt) w.~ ~rner.ed , •• tb (Il~" ·rlle 
!ol~~ p81f~ Wlll.#J\'e ~pW ;d~ ... q¥ ,t~ 9tPth ,of .{~ .. , nU~ 
11) Jlor,,~nd, 



~. BitlFISH PU.~'k OPINJON [nllOlll, 
Extracts trom the Tunee on the ~litaPr Maseacre. 

I 
A profound b:np~l8iot1 bas been made in this country by the 

a.r~vI1.1 of IMdian ~ p.pers coni&ining ,reports' of the, twidelJC6, ginn 
he~$' Itb~{) 'e" presided are:\' hr Lord HlQiter,:,b1eh!ia row 
jn-tulti~ilfilQ' t' Uto'U8 disotdtfJ'9 'itt India )~tI :April. 1t Wall 
vaguely known th&t w3r, severe me~l! were taken at Amntsar, 
the religious capital of the Sikhs' and the soone of the worst out­
h,re~4 Our correspondent at Ellmia teJegraphed at the time that 
at 4nlritdr "the troops dispersed the "riotere on Suuday with very 
heavy c~",lti6s.", It was oertainly not known tha.t 811 unarmed 
catherina which bad met, in defiance of a military proclamation, in 
a,tl e,lclOe)(I . sp&ooe at Amritaa;r, have beeu tired UpOll without any 
im.~~te 'wa.rpirg, IUld that 400 bad been killed. The public aro 
sbO(lkpdt,' DO~ qnly by the occurrence itself, but also because this 
dil:lCloSl1re haa ollly heen made in Great Britain Iline !Ilonths aftl'r 
the CY'Cllt, OCCtlfNd. The broa':l -facts allout the risings ill Inctia. are 
oo~moJ') ,knowledge.' ,Subject to any conclusions which may he 
rec.ched by Lo~ Hunter's Committee, the general impression lS that 
they were, dehb,erate and ()l'gaHi~d, amI were renJhlt~.ry III 

thlltrp.ctel'. l.ord ChelulsIord, the Viceroy, used tbe word; '''ope II 
rehelliof'," ajlld the droumshlnces appear to confirm his verdict. 
The 'Qu~bl'e&k8 occllrrc)d at Widely separate points In tho Bombay 
;Presidency, a telegraph ofhce and a cotton mill were bUrIl!la.at 
Ahn:i<ldabad, where a polioe offioer was murdered whIle a definite 
a.tLCnlpt \I-as ml}(}e to seize the Impol tant railway j unction of 
VlraIDPlJl., at whulh place all Indiatl, official was killed and bm·tJoo. 
T&ere were menacing diltm-bauceB in Bombay and Calcutta, Numer­
ous. attempts a~, train,-wrecking were made, and t.he telegraph wires 
w~e 8l;'stema.tically cut. At Delhi a mob tried to sack the tail way 
atatioll, alld was fired upon, and at Lahore & crowd which tried to 
march to the European quarter was similarly repulsed. Gujranwala 
railway 'Station Wliji burtled, and in an attack on Kas\\r station a. 
Britillh soldier'wu.e killed. The ooncentration upon r,tilway statibns 

'is 'one "of, il16 ohief oircumsta.ntial proofs that the outbreak was 
plall1:ed' \-,y clever llrah_8 ; imt it 'is also Ilscessar), to at ate thoot' the 
j1;r~at". p/u't 'of 'l~Iii" was entirely UI!!l.trected by these aisturb,.nces 
Manx e:tplan&ti:0Il8 .. of :tbeir' origin ha.ve been offered. Theil' 
l'rinoipaJ ostenaible.' O&,,¥ was the oppo.ition offered to the'Rowmtt 
AI:t, a..m6alS\1tJ -puaed in cOIIformity with thl! recommendations of 
Mt. J'latioe RoW'lau'. 'Corbmilltee on RevolutloBatj' 'COtl~raei~ in 
,'~dia: "~r own 'view'lI,as ·al ... ·ay8 been that the Rb\r'''~t Aet 'and 
other .'1rievat.CICIfJ were 'uBed as a pretoxt.' We' aaid at tJre 
time:_tiflUt! to believe, th"t the object 01 thf' Dlovlm1en#J waa 
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to ,_ ... ,.I!<iIiAoh:_: ~,; __ ~.""" 
,gnQl'lm6.~ .illh 1II1M ,~;" the' ~ ","I~ 
l'iracr eJ,tended t.e.r world tD~ia ;,.~, . ._ .... lllMUI~ 
provc!d) tbe ~ret ~rs were U1. to_'I1rith t .. ~~-ria~ 
move_nt. 

It, is neC&SMry to reoite these fac.ts. it., erder,t~)_ .. ~ 
may under.ta.nd tbe,atmo.phere in which the d~bhble ~ 
.. t Anllitsar ooourred. Parte pf PUnjab were aftfMDe witlt ~~. 
81'1d m"ny unprovoked acts of viol61lCt1 !}ad heeD, OOJJ)Dlitted ,by 
Indian mobs. The \VOl'8t of these ... ere wlO\l8ht. at AJpTitl¥, w~4Ib 
was ee~tbing with 88QltioJJ. fanned .tefl.dity, by, inft~mat:clJ:Jr ti~Qfl!. 
011 the morning of Aptil 10, two Pl'Oll)iU6U* ~ntS8ii ~~&,t9J,'t, 1>.-t. 
Kltchlu and Mr. Sa.tya. Pal, were. arrested Jl~, expeJted.. At ~lQ,t­
tIme, as tho evidence shows, the BtQry bad, _ SIlJe&\1 jn :the 
Amritsar district that British rule was at an CI1l1d aJ.ld 1" illMpr$ 
eager fQr loot had flocked into the city All hour or 1:10 utAr the 
t'X}lulsiollS a I.umber of mobs, swd to have boen largell[ IXimpoflcd 
of "hooligal,8," got out of hand and practically took JlO88l)88ioh of. t,he 
1'1tt(.8. They sacked the local branch of the Natio;r,al Ba~k of Iudia, 
looting l>roperty worth ahout .£80,000, and killing the ' Britillh 
manager alld his accounta.nt, wbose bodIes were soaked ill kerosene a(~d 
I,urned, together with the bank premises. They kil:~d ,the BntiiloP 
manager oi the AllIance Bank; burned the Town iIall.and 0,\ he, 
wJilt;Iings • :J,fflaulted a Bntish lady missiOII&J'Y and Left her for del'll; 
kl.jcd a. British guard nt the I a.ilwllY atation and tried to t.tlaT Ul' 
the rails. Thllre was only a handful of troops in AUlri~llr QU this, 
day and at one poiut they fired 011 a If.ob, killiI,g eight reol;lle. 011 
April 11 tho city r .. mailled in the h&:Jlds of the riote~lS, dond ,there 
was onc encounter 10 whith 8. few were wounded. Troops number­
lllg 300, of whom 100 were British, arrived during the dty and law 
at night Brlgadier·General Dyer, then commandir;1 ~t JuI1ull~url 
arrh'ed by motor-car ar.d took over cOl,tro~ irom ~f ciy~l (lUtboritie8 .. 
IAuiutt AJlril 12 there were \10 collisions, hu~ the city "'U &111111 
t~ ~asion of lawleBs perrone .. On the ~orJJ~llg"of 1ol1e,13th 4111-11 
Geperal Dyer marched through the city, with a 'QJJ COluml!, alld 
ra~ a ',proclamation to be read at eighteen dHferen't pOints. The 
l'l'OGlamation, aooordil1g to Mr. Miles Trvmg, thtl .eJj~or ci,\lll ofticer 
Cln, t.,~ was to the effect that "no DleetiQP w;oulg b~ al1o":e<l, 
~l~ if any meetibgs wera ¥1d they, were l,ahl~, to. be tired uroll 
.,ht;aw:\y" In the aitern~ G~al D~~ thltt a mOt'!ting 
wt,. ~ng held at,Jallilll1~ ~Q; all el\C s._d~~ witjulBU'Ow 
e~llo;'&. He matched ~,tbere witki <'twenty '~~ ri8ea, twen~)'-
~vP,J l¥ilMl ('&loohl) nflea, fort)' Gwkluw ~ with l'1;i,lUH 
\-Aon,flW".a ~w~) .aucl t.",o armour'" ,...,(' ilA. eM" could. 
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no'¥ ente~f th~ ~Meh., but ' Gent:hl ~r' tbtIktbfR rifterneil'imlit!t>, 
BUiJ' ~neal ftite 'i~'.It~t\#. IW~ ," I He, 'flied qJcm~ roundj, aIf· ttlll 
an11\\~hfti@ ~ ·ldltt. ·,tTh~h! were 'a.t lest'6,OOO paeple pl'el!lf!lbt, l~­
si6tY'l'ft:Iil\'1'11l6lie,''&hd t~re8utt 'WiQ a mal'!811{.re\' The exabt ou.her 
of kiJled ;s helieTcd to have 1)8611 4] 5, aud Honerai Dyer thOUght 
tha.t ~btib1Ylt"ree times thB1i'llumher must have beeu wouJ'ded. 

we"do Il6.t 'pro~8e 't'.e oft'erA.tly fi1Ja1 '~JiOrJ upop GenerailJ,ter's 
aetiQU' 'untt1 dw coVJ~"Bion. of Lord Hunter M Committee are ntad~ 
kn~wJ\,' b'lt\' hig evfd~nce cannot'l)tl llUhhsheci wit 'hoot comment. 011 
hig o-.rit shb\\'inlfi hi!! cdtld1.~i t aPl,car8 tb us to he i Ildl'ufe11 silJIe, aud 
itt! Wo!'ft' featbrc was that'he dId not stop fil'llIg wh"YI the crowd i1l8-
tailt1y began to ~perSi), Mr Ylt1SU{ Khan, a residelJt ()f Amritsar, aliI! 
O1te of the bidest, mornlk'r8 of the Punjllh Lcglslat,in' C()ullcil, tol11 
thto" Comliiittee that in hu! opinion Genl'rlll Dyer's action ,,'1\>1 

.itl&tified~ tliat 801netbit)g 'had to he dOJle to (!llIlll the dist\ll'haners. 
thltt sOOtlt'r or laJer "(it'sslll' aniOlI" would ha\e heell neCessary . 
I\ltd thatlllJ fact the IIhootin~ In th!' garoell 'I,,('IIN) the -riRing. We 
hllNe little douht thftt it did, 'l,nl \\ e OIlllllOt. arco\,t all the VIews of 
Mr. YUlntf Khan , afl(~ vario. ~ sta~l1Ie .. ts made hy UeJll'ral Dyrr 
to the CmlllJ'l1ttee suggest that he hi>ld 1111 ,'xeeeslvll alit! I1l1w~ll'arlt­
al;lt) cOllcelltiO'll hot\l of IllS 0\\ I) POWf'fR and of th(\ steps 1.I'o!'ssarv 
to rostol'e 01'(\81'. It IS tMl" that hI' faced f>('~(,fIll thol1salH! peol'lt' 
with OIl}Y fifty riHee , hut the cro\\(1 \vall Ill1alnH'd. and \\ II~ llh ell 
110 (hallee of d~1'8ttJllg '1llietJy 011 the 'll1ct'hon uf the wO\1l;dc!L 
who \vere left untended, ,there may he ~orlle iOllTII1ntlOII for U(,lIeml 
Dyer's coutentiotl tha', hb force W!lS "lIot HI a pOS11 lOll to rei .Jill 

mt,oical ailt" The order that Infl! \IIS were to <'r.twl through the 
street \Vhl're Mil!l~ Rh~rwulJd Wl\~ at.tttcktJf\ 8tJlke~ us as rl("hculoll~. 
It wait" ude~d (Iuiek1y r""ok~o hy Borne hlghrf aut hunty !-ill' 
Michael O'j).V'~e:·, thcu Lltmt,tlu/l.ut-Hov/,I'llor of th) Plilljal" bllllt It 

tdellr ... m ap\'f,)Viilgi of G.ln(lrJ.l j)~Ol'~ netioll, liiH \\e nlU~t lIof>i'ollntc 
io1' thiJ proseTlt th"t hll did SIJ 011 lUSllfft(,1eut kuowblg(' '1'111' Arm~ 
n:Aadql\lIort~ra ill 11Jdi~ ~!l,ve the Gt'llemt ('omm.tlld of auotheJ' 
bl'igade at' Kohll.f, which does lJot look like ceJlSUl'l', }<'or t.h~ rest, 
we m'\lIjt a.w"it fO'r fllller'irr1'ormattoll, for It is IIlIite dear tb&twe knO\v 
fat too little about wbat bl\ppelloo HI IndIa lat;t .April. In the 
rneu.tlti~ it' ill ne~t5&r~ to it'(IUir(' \ el'~ mgcntly why Mr. MOl1ta.gu 
I\nd I..citd Ohelmsford, ill t'helr I,nhh(' Mtatem('nts !\til'! 111 the I'umma.ries 
iS8u'ed to the Press. l1C\'tlr m tli'! ar'y allusion to \vhat hap·pened \II 
t.hi!l A'mntat.r gardell Not hy allY ltlCallS for the first t4mn • theT'1 
I~JlPeaN to' hlt,-e hecl! studious conc::ealment of relevant fad.;, hut 
pCl'bapll M1'. I\!ont;agu \"808 not \'ermit.ted to know the whole tl'uth, 
beclI.u'8e"on Msy 2{1', and Bg8.ln 011 October 30, bt' made Btatemenh 
ip ·tbe HweIJ Of ~ we "ari'~' with tohe ~ of ~ 
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now aek'lttiwWged .. We m;'y add tbat it is extte1U6ly lIIifO\·tuua;te 
that taft Geverutnent of India hl\.ve pemuttco the N'Ational CO)lgt'l.I8S 
tu meet a.t AmritMr n~lI.t ~eek , hut the attempt to 3,trihut.e 
~ini8ter motife to the COltgrehS IS obviously uujustified, hecalU'e it. 
cbGlflt AAlritsar &I its next meetlllR I'l&ee a :. ear ago. 

The Daa, New. on Britilh Frightfalneu. 

It was illllOCt1ntly lI&Iumed 1tI thi!! couutry when tIlt' ArIll1~tice 
IV$! signed thirteen months ago thut tha reign of "frlghtfnllll'/IK" WIUI 

N\'er -for t~ time being at, allY rate The 1\8.~\lm[)tioll WI\l! ill('oTr',(,t. 
Five mOl1tb~ after the signill8 of t,be ArmistICe, 1\\1 nppnf('lltly 
\l1l&I'med orowd of 5,000 was helllg thet! upon for a.ttelldlng /I. l1ullli(' 
mllet,ing' forbiddell- -whpther they all kllllW It or Hot IR dOl1htflll­
hy a m1litary Governor. }'uur hlllldrtlrl of them ware killf'ld alld 
l,n()O wOllllded, 1I0t bccIl.Uij6, 1£ RUmmOlll'lO t() do RO, they wouIrlllot 
havc dffll1f!reed IjllJetly- thil> iR adl'lllttecl hy the Hllllerill ccmot'rll6d 
himself- hut bocallRe, 1l/la.J11 In his own elOlll1cJlt langtlagl', "they 
would nave c<Jtn1'l hook 1\l1cl lo.lIgherl Ilt 016 !\1l!1 I would hay\, ml\Cle 
w\tat I \vould oOlJ~ider 1\ fool of mYRol£.'· 

The Mlen(l of thi8 lIew '{rightruIIlI'Ms" l~ lint Bulglllm, hut I IIcHI~. 
The Hellerl\l respollRlhle ig IIOt. Germll.n lmt Bti iRh. Tho Uoverll 
nlC'ut whleh has I'ra.rhsccl thi~ ('clllcealmt'llt - -ill Its way 0111' of the 
nlt1st Rhor.king feat,ures of t.he whole l'OIlCCrlI- 111 Blitlsh TIle 
,ietims are not ('\ell tt'rhlllcallv I'JlenlloslJ11t. "rehels," III Helll'mi 
Dver's wOfd~, tha.t IR to flBY, British ~nh]ectll who illll()('outlv OJ' othm'-
wise vl'ntllfl'd to act ill eontfIJ.velltiOIl 01 hlR rlecr('e: \re elo Ilot 
ig1 101'e the gl&\lty of the cfimeR prt'\\ously ('ommlttetl It it l~l'· 
fectly true that l\ hank manager ami hIS assistant had In' l'll llHlI r\lll'c.rI. 
timt lmnktl bad lIeen burned With dhlf\~troll~ lOllS of ,,!'OPl'lt,V. th"t 
tho raJlway liu6K ha.rt h('cll Cllt WI' do 1I0t fOlget th:\ rltth(,\Ilt~ nllf! 
delioacy of the IJ()SltlOlI. It l~ JlIHt to l'(·nhllUht·r. morI'O\('r, tha.t thl' 
"/11\6 is 111 a SOI\!IC KuhjudIIW, and that thtl filial concht81OIlK uf th~ 
r.:otllm)$DOIJ of InqlUf\ tnll~' to some extent modify the story 1\1\ W(' 
know it at. presellt ""e hopp ])rofotlndly that it wdl, for whJl.t 
CQuld he mor~ futile than to talk of India.n reforms, of "S('lf·Oo\'eru­
ml'nt' for hldia," of Illctian H()vernmolt, &8 a trust hC:'ld hy lhe 
D!'iu8b Pnl'liameut and 1I(loT,le, If Wholesale m61!SaCrefl wulci II(' lll'f. 
)lCfrnted WIthout the Brltit.lh Pllrliamaslt or }leople knowing Il worrl 
n.OOllt them foY' month!! 1 Gi>fJera.l Dye! held that IllS nctioll wou],l 
"make a. wide iJ!ilPI'essiofi thrllughout the PalJjalt' He lllJ(tllr;'~ti· 
m'ated it It will make a wide impression throughout the wcrld 
and 8D impreMioft which lDUst be removed at all eOllts if our cl'edit 
aM -0\11' ho~OUr Me not to be fata.l1y Impt.i.red. 
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the Westminister Gazette on Tbe ~acre II'" Amritsar. . 

The aPI,alling news, 80 long delayed, of' w~t happened at 
Amritsar ill Apnllast 18 a Jevelabon to the BritiHh '118011Ie of wbat 
their rule HI llldia might have come to but for the chuges of course 
sot up hy the measure now p3sIlmg iuto law. Those 'who. hearing 
General Dyer defICnbed as haviug "saved the sitllP.tioll ill India." 
hesltat.e ILS to how t.hey Rhall judge of hk...,pxplOlt, lIDay clear their 
mmds hy asking how t.lwy would have judged of it had it beeu 
achieved by It (}('}'TlIan Offilel uurlrr German rule a.nywhere. It 18 

really a very extreme CILSO of the kmd of evil that may be wrought 
111 puulic athll ~ hy It mlJld wllJ('h handles any dist'lrbed sitnat.ion 011 

the method~ of TlI t1itallsm 
(Jelleral ll_\er'~ Htde of mind at the hme It! to he /lathered from 

the tart that hc took no ~teps \\ bM<lver to rune the woulIde<l 
nt.telHI(lll to Had he lIcen tightmg agalllst armed flllemlCB he would 
1,re~umlJ.J,ly 111\\ 0 h,td the dO~J.ll remo\ ell ILml the wOUllded put, in 
hOf!jlit.:tl At- they \\ero merely IIIl1UUle!l natives he left the wound­
ed ~hi[t for tlwTnsl'iH's ann t.he InJIIg to 11\1J'~ the dead-this in a 
CJ t y where, hn '\I'('lal pd, ci\ll Itdmlll1~tJatlOn had heel! declll.1'ed to 
I,,· at nil 1'1111. {'wh·r U"lIl1r,ll 1l)1" t!HJIO II .lh tllUh at first neither 
('Ivillaw 1101 Tnartl .. tl 1,\\\" though hI' "colisidt'f(,cl ullutill.llaw rJIlCC/f­
S[ll y" .tI t 1'1' II ,U'd~. 

\\,h.\te\ l'f llI.n h,t\ I' h!l(,11 t,lw )llIprC~~WII nll~de III the P"lIllloh, 
tlllR am!1~ilJg Ilnrrntl\ (' \'0'111 H'mll to til(' mDalntantf., uf the U niteil 
Kil)(lom Ilm·fly thl' (1\)lhodl'~ 01 tlIP ("lily n('flllll.ll 0('1 llpatrOlI of Be)­
gllm IlJl(I 01[1 "l'lltl'lh'o M ,S~ltl rl" 111 Ellgill),d. If OCUPlid 1»(\1"8 

lal'.\\"· flf kIlOldudg(· hM!IlH lUlled ItTl) l~·!.Ollnrtioll uf the last-na.med 
cphodr, l" ( II h.' llIlght Il.I\ l' 18('11 mo\ ell to doullt \\ hl'thof hill OWII 

lIIW:fl~IIO \1 IlB httlll to ('st,d,h~h )P~I'('Ct, fOJ 00\ ('rr,uwlIt 10 Tr;dia. 
Xot tllP It'll~t n~toll1~lll, ~ thillg' of .11l1H that speh all ('pil\Qcle dId not 
I,r,·clpltat .. .t n·al r,,],plholJ. ,,'hI1(, 1 ohtlcal tll1lJl,t'r~ of the General's 
8chool "Ill '()ldldeLtly pro)'OUIH'O th:~t the r.-l8ultilJg "quiet" at 
Anlrlt"'(ll 1')'(" I'~ the e)'\)('(IiPllf) of hlh course. saner poollle will 
realilit' that f1 fow 11:O!'n t'pl"CI~eS of thIs kmd would suffice to bring 
our rule 10 India sl'et'dd~' to all oud Thllr(' are to hI' fouuft English 
l'uhJicIst~ who, hk,' :-'11 :\helmol O'lh Yer, can openly applaud hie 
II saT16 dl'eds , 11111. It IS P\ Ident that thc milltar~ and other AIlglo­
Italians who J'ollthwte<l t he offICial illquiry sell It WIth the eyes of 
ratlollal men a.t hotHl' It 1Jl1I~t he fHltllOlltatll ely coudemned ill 
,h(' most dl'(')~l'l' fl1"hlOl" \Y" ('all all rl'm('lIIhe) huw, III t.ho Duhliu 
revolt,. th" 1l1llitm \ TlluJ(lt'1 uf Mr Hheehy ~k, ihnj.(toll !10l1 two others. 
enthrod to tUl'lt II'I~h feehllg lOlllld to the lIid" of the rebels and how 
eyell ill that time of pt'~ll It ~as felt absolutely necessary to takt 
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proceedings ag"inst tbe guilty officer, who WaB declared to be of ml­
sound ·mind. In tll6 ease of' Genera! Dyer that (Jourse callT.lot 
not he taken, though some may think that It would be 011 many 
grounds applicahle But he must be rOl'811ed and dealt with ill such 
8' way that the maGSacre of Alllritsar aluloll be sulemnly r{'pucfjated 
by the Imperial Government. 1f he is lIot ('omlclllned hy the nation, 
the natio-n itself will he ('.olldemnbd llY the ('i, iliiol(',! world. Hill 
deed will remain on record 1\8 thc most, \lJlILIIS\\ erahlc prouf of; ho 
~~es8ity for the political stell now hews tnkell hy which otlr rule 
J1I India is to be transformed 

The Star on The Amritsar Battle. 
This is Tlccemher Ifi. The Amritl'.llr "frlghtfI1JnesR" t.ook 1'1110<' 

on April 1 :1. That i~ to Ra), the truth hilS 1.11'(,11 ~l1pprpt-~pd h~ thl' 
Government £01 e1/l"ht. moulhA. It 1~ now nmu(' puhl", III lL I'eport 
of the E\ id(lll(,(' gh ell hllful'c the ('omnll~~loll ot ll'qllllY 'ClIt ont f),om 
this country. Tho mora) 'lhock 1I,f11CtCC\ \lpOIl tlJ(' Blltihh I"'ople hy 
tho 6-:idellce of GellElral })~ er 1, hCllUmhllJ1( 

WIthin half 1\ mu,ute fifty 111-1,'. openef] Ih'" 011 the 1I1(1ctillil 
\\ ithout any warmnjl to the }IPol'lp to ch~\leJ'~(> They tirc·c] for ttm 
mlJmtlla into the wrlthilJg {rowel, fhcel till !.IIP]r hlll'pl.\ (It "lIrtrJdJ.(CH 
fall ont, "lid A.C('.ordwg to (tC'lIl'ral I »)t'r II t'HtJmate, killed Hllmc' 4()() 
of the peo\,Il', awl wounded al,011t l!''>('O morc '1'111' dl'l~cl I\\ld elyill~ 
were left \\ hprr they Lt). 1M thrl'l' 111 ollr II1~tDrY all) \lluallrl to 
this story? OOrJ('ral Dycl' ~al(l thHI a('tloll "1\Ollld lIlakc, II \\Hil' 
impreSSIon throughont the 1'IUlll1" WI' hClK1t.~tC' to cll'ful(\ the 1m· 
prCflsion it WIll n'ake Oil tllO Brlti~h 1'l'ol'!e awl upon thl' wodd. Ollr 
houo\ll' awi onr hnm.lllity a)(' at ~t,tk('. "'hilt bhl111 II{' (10 to 
redeelll them 1 

In the United States of America 
Even ill .JapaJl aucl AmrH a the lHlW, of th(· Aml'itRar mi"~RI1.fre 

did not fall to create a selJbatioll. I II A tlH'I'ICa l'rl'l'IlClollt n(· \' alc'rt\ 
(of the lri.h RlnolutlOllary pnrt)) uI)eri it as a lu\JI(ll(~ III Iud of the 
Irish C&lItf&lgn /lI('llill~t Ellglslld, snd oprl/b· 1//\ IUJd lI.dllUIS 311/J 

F,g)'ptillons to join Issue. "Our causl.' IS a. common caIlRe" dedarcd 
he, .'"oe awear friendship" And COJ'gressmlul \\r1lham K MQllulI 
of H1iuois introduced a resolutlon III the t' :-; A. BOHAC of 
RreJiresentQ.tive :-

''Whereas, t~ atrocitJesllY Blitiah ~()ldwr8 1\1 d ofil('(rs, whit'b 
b.ve ltet with ~h6 BI'proval of BritIsh oilic('rs, hH.~ Kbccked the 
sellae of jUlltice (,f the ArooMCllo1I 1,col'ler and 

"Wher~. the AmericAlI people bebe, {' th(' Rllomc rllll' of Rdf­
detenninatioll should aprly to tht'Stl people -" ho are ~l1"jl.'ded by 
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fOl'N' to th(1 Ho\'el'nm~llt ot Ol'jlllot Britain that, ill lIfPiied, to other 
lIR.tlOlIS tha.t navo fIOugbt t!t\lf .. dekrm~Jlat\01I all(l W(lre eneoura(l'6d hy 
tht' V mtod Rta.tes, alJ(I 

"Whereas, the Govermnl'nt,of Gl'eat, Britam, ,wiliph ,now tlOlltr(I" 
lLnd gOVIlrllR IlIdllt llY force wJ thout, the cpu sent of t,he' peNile, ,)la~ (' 
t I'jed t{) mn.kfl It appear IIY Vl'opnIC,l.\Iila ~llat th('y hay€, 1Y11I61l lIo'IIIiDee! 
HomO-lillI' 10 IJI(lil1, \\ hleh HI sul'stlloutuJiy .t1:!: ~llllJtJ ll\land of H.ome 
11110 \\hwh hlt~ 1l)\\-!t~R heon gl\CII l.y thtl ma.<tel . atlQlI to thl' Shl\t' 

IlIdHIII, b(, it 
"Resolved, thnt it IH the duty of the U lld.ted ,Rto.te8 to c~ry mlt 

the \\ III of 1 h .. V(JoIU(' to /,(1\ e ijlwh I'c(ognitJqll wj,t,hout intcn OlltlOlI 
til tht' \,('0\,1(' ufoJndla who al't' str!l~glillg fOI IIplf rl(·terrnulUtioll II~ 
willllshl~t thrnl 111 thl'11' (·tfOl'to; for ;(l)r-AO\ ('l'lInH~'11 ' 



Jhallianwala Massacre 
HOUSE OF COMMONS 

15 Dec. 1919 

Sir D. Maclean I!.Sked the Recremry of State for India whether 
Ill' l~Ollltl IIlform tho Hou8e wh~1I the lIIqmry (Huuter Corum.) into 
the ooomreurcs at Amrlt.Rar wonM 00 completed; whether .. report 
~ould he immedmtely a\'allable for hon members. wheu did he 
'1I~f1UJ\te ftCllulIomted with the dtltall~ of the OCCllrrellce, Imt.l what 
rf'I~~()11 was thero for not iuforming the Housc thereotl ; and further, 
hao allY II.('tioJl been tak('n llV tho authoritIes tAl exprefiR their 
np"IlOll t(l the Gelleral in comIDdlld of his rOlldnct. 

Mr. Montagu 1 do Hot kllo\v whl'n the result of tho iflllUIrY, 
whlt'h Ih a.n open one, will bo· ohUt.lJled EVH{'lIIce 18 at preflCnt being 
t.lk(·1\ I hOPfl tho evi(icure will he completed at the end of this mont,h 
<\11(\ t h iLt a~ soon a~ I get thl' re!\I1It of the 1IIljlliry It wIll be giveu to 
tJll,; HOl1~e As regarns the remaJn(lcr of t.he y.utllltion, I OliU quite 
"VI'J(lClatc th,. profound dlsturl'IIoIlCC!! whl('h must have been caulle(t 
III \"lhiic oplIlion by t.he .·"idem.'r puhh!lhed, 'lilt I trust my right 
1t01l fru'wl ,md the HOURO WIll agree wlth Jlle that, WIJ are right 
III \\aitll\g \tuttI a.1I Impl~rtll~1 authoritah\'11 plonuulJ~meut OU all 
tIll' iM:tb 1t:! made hy Lord Hunter's Gnmmlttee. I hllove not 
rl:l('61 ~t''' 11.11) dlltaile(l Il.CCOUllt. lIor do I Ilxpert to do 80 beoa.ul!6 
th.. \'1Cl·1tI) IIond the Govelllmelit :tilt! I :tgl'l1ell to the formation 
01 It ('onlllllttee uf enqUIry, whIch Will present a report on aft the 
mrcnw::st.u,ncell. 

Sir D. Maclean-My Right HOI! fl10lld hse JlUt allBwered olle 
po'lut,. That is, when did he become awarc of the OCClllT()IICel!, 

allo what rea,B<>n-if he had helmi of It~llILd hl' for 1I0t informing 
t.h~ H(\use of It 1 

~ Mr. Montagu I thought I IIlJ,ld thl~l I kllow of no detaila of 
the rlr('um'ltlldlces until I saw thl' rt'lJor: ill the n('w!lpapt:'r!l. It is 
1I0t 1\1\ Ofhlla.! communica.tion }Ilt 1 canllot e:qxlCt that the 
endcllcc CIIoIl be report,od to mil, bkallilll the mnchillery that we had 
rlevised WI\8 to ha.\o'C II. COID!Dittee of llIqmry. It wlll be the 
Comnllttee of mquiry that WIll report to me on the facts a.nd the 
<'lfcumstanoos, and the evirleDI'C 
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Sir D. Maclean· Is it the practice III the Iltdia Office that 

the Heoretary of State for India woulcl 1I0t hoar of:all ooourrenoo of 
t,hil! na.ture whIch haprened eight monthl! ago 1 

Mr. MQnt-au. Wheu the riot..! wert! OOCl1rmg I pllhlitJbed 11 
801'108 of "commtlttiqu611" giving the information II.~ it, Was teIegr"llbed 
to me. Thll rellult, of tho Ileb~i1ed IlIvcstlgatioll whioh hu heel! 
gOlUg on has )Klen prepared hy the I\\l\£orltw~ ill Inrlia to Is) 
before Lord HUllter's CommIttee. 

Sir H. Craik Doc~ Ilot the Right HOIl. gunt,]cIMIl OOlll!ldeI that 
at t,hlS mOTmmt, It. ill 1ll0~t lllldeslI'Illlhl(' t,h.Lt allY OPlllioll IIhonld 
be exprc~Aed III thlA HOllsf' Oil th(' "llh.J,,<'t WII r.h i~ now lIIuier 

QOllsidllratlO1I by Lorti Hunhlr'lI COlllTllItt('t>, ha~(·d upon what hI' 
st.att'S to he unallt,hor1sed r01Xlrt.H 1 

Mr. Montagu, I "ID qlllto Rllft' that the HOliSt., dOllS ltot 
wall! to prl'judge the IDLtt.el'. A, the baml) tIme I ,~a'Ullot belp 
sa,ying t,h"t, t.htl ('\lIlenre as pllhll~hl'd 111 t hl' 1\tlW8pnpert! H! pro­
fOUlHUy diijturhillg, ,\ud I C/l.l1llot hell' ~tLY111g :tho that ill why 
I hope that., without ""Y I1lllleCl->1f1ar.~ ,Ielay, Lord Hunter's 
tilJfhllgll will he Ilmilahltl. Th(' UOlllllllttl'(, ,tH' "ittillg' cOlltiutl' 
ously, t.hey havll romplE'ted eVJlh'Jl(,lJ at L.thor,-, they )u.nJ thr!'" 
01 four ot,her llI!I.('(I/l to till1sh, and i hop!' t h,lt the I'virieJ)(lt' \l'ill 
ht> nompleted by the lliltl of thl" mOllth 

Sir D. Maclean 1 vie\\ of tilt' "'1'~ tll'I'Vl" ,l){ltatt'd Rt,.ltR ot 
the publw mlTul on thIS oenllfll'IlI1I', will my Right HOII, trIend 
sel' that, a special report IS >1l'lIt to hllll, ,tilt! \\ III ht' pnhli~h it 
immtliliately he recoho~ It '1 

Sir H. Craik, '~hll thl' Hight 1I01l gt'lltit'IlUtll refulI(' to 
publish part 01 tbe eVlIieur!' I1ntJl- th" \\ hoI.' of th(' I II 'llll r) 11" 

oomplet.!lI\ 7 
Mr. Montagu ThE' COlluUlttolll' whltJh \\It'" aPPollltt'd 1 helie\l 

to 1)u an lLuthorlbttlve und lI11pmhal Ollt' It 1~ PN"~ldl'd mer hy 
a. Ihst,inglllshmi .Jddgo I would !lepre,·M< .. llltl1rfl'rul~ \\ itb their 
dellisions, hut 1 hop(' whl'll the 11I\('!\tlga.tlQU 1~ ,'ompit'ted to puhlisn 
eYt'ryt,hi III{ ({lUte fl111~. '\ 

Mr. Mac Veagh C,lll till' )tight HOll. g"nti('man t'Xplalll 
how'" It happens tbllt all illoilltmt w}lIC'h Ilrl'lIrTml (,ll'ht month .. 
II!I!:O in whioh 1)00 111(hall~ wt'Te kil}."j ane! 1.1)00 WOlll1ri('e!, Wlt8 not 
marle knowll iIi thls C()t1lJtJ) for a lJcrJ~ of ('I~ ht monthH ~ 

Mt Montagu Th(,Tl' wI'ro Jl:att'llll'llt>l l'l1hht:lh,'tllCh~tIHIl to thl., 
OOl'lll'retl~C a" they \H'1(' Tl'relVl:'tl .\8 the nlt,mths ha\o gOll(, hy, 
more ami mOl'(' ontll'lIcu h"" hee11 l'olk,('teti, Whl( b IS uow 1Io\,-aimbll' 
for fAlrd Hlllltnr's OOmll1lttt·(' 'fhl' I'ILsnaltw" in\ohe one of thll 
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most difficult points. It is "t'l'\' diffi0111t to MY the l'xa.c:'t ninnher 
of tnt'll who. unfortulI!ltel'y. Il)!It, tbl·ir Ii II'~ ill t.htlfll.- (I('CUTI'6Uoe .. 

'" I1.ri0118 (>stima.te8 hI""\) }well furnil!hNI. ILUI{. [ look to J..ord 
H1tntl-r's CommlttN' to /oIWt' th,. Em\)\ft' I\tlrl t1\ifl floul\l" the 
Iwthorita.tivt' H~Ut'l'R 

Lord R. Cecil elm thl- Right HOIl ~I'lItll-m"lI !\IL) whether 
th!' Gmt'll1ml'lIt of Indm c'(l·rris.-' lUI) ("'II~OI~ll1l' to PI't'\tlllt thE) 
tll\t'llraphillg of thf' o I'itit' IICt' Ilf'torl' Lord Hnllt"I"~ Cnmmitb'e.­
,l.'(Ipal'clltly thl~ hlLR only COlllt' l,v m'\11 

Mr. Montagu: I Iwli"H' that therl' hn.,. 1"'1'/1 IL 1'I'1I!M.1t·~bip 
t{.lrIlJ/( t,hc Iiots ill til!' Pall]alo, llilt IIOIIl' ~IIICt' 'fb,' II il't'R nfl' Vl~ry 
IlIlle)' I'OIl~('swd, 30nd It mu~ haH' 1" ... ·11 for t bItt ""UROII t bl\t 
nOll,' oj thiR t'l HII'Ill'I' IIILH tdl'!nnphNI 

Colonel Yate I~ It not a fad thlLt th" ElIllliflh IlSllt'rtl have 
"",le('h'li the !'vld,-nCI' of 011\' "II.rtiallll.l WIt lit'S", and that lin tlte 
elld"11(," of thl' ml\,.n8tra.t.·~ 1I11.} oHwr P('OI'\(' wh •• Ill\\(" ('\ ,<1('U06 
priol' 1 (I that witliesR hilI' not. hl'''lI 1'llhhR}1I'd ill 1~I1v:lIIIIit, Bnd 
t.hat 111 t,~t WI' IIILI" ha(1 lin PIII\"II('(' l'ulohRIl\ld ? 

)1r. Montagu: I would ill\lh' nH'mlK'l'l'I to It':,d th~' "lidl'lI(,~' &R 

pnhli~lH'd 111 th.' IIHhall 11"\\ 81'111" r" Th .. !It'h'c-tlOlI of 1 hiR partiruiar 
pi.\('p .)f l'IH!('/IC\, WnR, I ".·hl·\I', dul' to t h.· l'1Iti'1'1'11'1l' of 011t' JlILrticular 
Lomloll jOllfllai, whif'h Illwu,) R Rt.'l-I\I~ t(l \Ill' to It(· tilt, 1.·l\t Illf~)rDUl(f 
01 th.·lll Oil [IHhali atf,\lfs Thl'~ ~ell'{·t(ld tlll~ PUltH IIlar (llll' from 
thp\l' ('01 r('S}lOllllt'lIt 111 AJlahal~\{l. \I hH'h II il.h COlIIl'd illt~) otilt:r 
II\'W~I"tllrl 1;, hut t b., "TI\IIt'~ ot II III lit aml ot ih' r III'IiI 1111"111'1 ~ are 
nlailnhlt,. 30ml T Rhall l'hrl' thl'TIl \\ hl'f(' hOll mmnl .. ,·jo, ('1\11 011'(' the 
"holl' ,-, i,lt'lll't' :l~ )luhhslll'd ill llldmn lIt'W~"lll~'r~ 

Monday, December 22. 1919 

Colonel Wedgwood I,} I'rh "t.' ~ohf'f' ask,'d 1 ht' St·l'l't't.ary of 
Stat., for IndIa whetlM'l', pending th .. rt'sult (If thl' H",.tn EIHluit'Y, 
Bn'.(:tdH'f UPllt'Tal D,I'T hBl! h1't'll Tt,IH'\ .. d of hi8 (,llInmalHt : II,nd, 
flll'th .. r. whf'th"r tht, Hf',('l'etary of Htatl' hUH "'t TP('I'h I'd IL t'uhled 
r,'pOl t of Gt'n{'rall hl'r'R PI Hlt 11('(' 1l1\t'1l IH,foTI:' tlw ('ommiflRioll 

Mr. Montagu: Tht, allRWI'f to both l'afni> (If the tlUt'etiou ia 10 

t.h .. JII'/latiw. I ma.;\' RI\Y \-aDI II} rOIllTU\ll1i('Bho/l WIth the Vit'el'01' 
on th,· ",ho.lt" R1Btt('1 • 

Colonel Wedgwood. Otl\\ollilly thlR ill to(l IDlportllllt a 
Qt1{lstioll to he dealt with ill IIU1l}llemelltc..ry {jul'lItionH. alld theft!­
fon'. I ~ve notire that 1 shall miRe tlw ~uhitl('t on thfl Mliourn· 
IWInt t&d.y, 
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CoJonei Wedpood (later on the adjourmn~I1t): I roae 

becaUlle I wanUld to raise a question which is different from the Lritia ' 
question in locality but very similar to It ill general charactenstics. 

I want to raise tbe quostion of t,he Amritsar nia8I!8CTe, and 
the duty of this country towsrd~ Indll"!. in that respect. The rlet&ile 
of that JDSIlsacre are, unfortun'lotely, too woll-knowlI to 118. The 
English Pre88, wit,h a few exceptiollfl, hall take~the English vIew of 
the matter. The whole eOllutry has been hornfied Ilt what took 
placa. Let, me remlrJd th(\ House of what took placo, alld !lot from 
hearsay, but OIl the eVldeuee glVen hy the princIpal /l,('tor. Here 
enquiry wIll result III S(lmo trivlIll actlOlI. The thiIlF must he put 
right Whl,t haPPollod 1 There WI1S II. roliglOus festival and 
thousauds ot PUIlJabls had gOIl(1 IrJtQ Amntsar. The British ofhrials 
were aUXI0l18 and t.he Deputy Commlssioller on April 9 surrolul(lf'd 
the notorloUB D1'8. Hatyaipal and Kitchlew and earned them off'. The 
news got about alld their followel'll Silut II. masRed deputatiolJ to t.he 
Deputy CommiH81OlH'r d(lluandlllg thOlr release The deputatlOlJ 
was stopped, apparently hy troops, 11, W'lR oIlly armer! WIth stwkfl 
and aA :. result the troops fired .lond Rhot. ROlUe of the ClernOIl!!t.rators. 
Speeohes were made OVflf t,hll hodll'R. and t he mol> turnod and 
murdered three 11~l\ghRhmell }tJId heat a lady No one would eXl)us€' 
riOtfl of that ijort. 011 the eVfJlIII!g of t.l1P 10th General Dyor arl'ivNl 
.at AmrltRar, anrl the DIl{luty CommisRJOlIt'r handed over t,he dvil 
power to lUIlI. HII I~Hlltl(l n proolarnatiolJ h} worll of month that 110 

meetillgN flhould 1m held. Two (1IlY/\ J,.t.er, after thore had hoell no 
sort of rlOt 1101' mllrcler, (}!lIJ!lr:tl Dyor h~ard thltt It moetillg wa.~ 'tJo 
be held at tho .Ja.lhJ.llwalll~ Bagh. He proceeded t.here With &llOUt 
1')0 troops, half BritIsh half 1l1rl1all, and a certllll1 numher of Gurkhas 
IIorrned with the\)' kukrlR The JltlhallwaJIa Bagh IS an opell Rpace, 
half II. IUllll HQl1l\fl l , wlneh hl1R 0110 tllltry WIde mlOugh for three 
persoIls. The troop~ got. ill alld Jilled lip on a mOllud of rlobris. 
The walls, sonlll feet lngh, ami t.he surrouudlllg houses enclosed 
the people. Ther!l werl" too, threo aJIeyl\ through whieh the people 
might have been able to PailS. WithIn 30 seconds of t,ha troops 
getting 111, Helloml Dyer gave orders to fire, and the crowd of 
people, estllnat.ed at, 1~lIyt hlllg irom 5,000 to 20,000, who were 
sit,ting on t,he gro\ll,d, peacefully Iitlt.enillg to tho mob ora.tory, were 
fired Oll. The fosnlt of tlw hoop;;' firtl into the mass of people we 
\po not, know. Rut we .io know that Dyds own estimate of t.he 
'~ansalt.ies rosnlting from t.en rnllIutes' rontinual individual firing 
was 400 to 1')00 killed alld 1,1')00 wouuded. What were the people 
to do 1 They could not escape. They were people who hAd not 
offerod any violenoe aDd who had not. been warned. These people 
were shot down. A.fter ten minutes the ammunition Wall edJ&uated 
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and the troop,: IIl&1'Obed off, and tbey left l,tsOO wounded there, 
TJaere were &Pen lying tb~re for two days, dying of thil'8t, eatiDl 
the ground, bleeding to death and nobody to look after them. 
l'hoee relations who lived Ilear came and oarried away some of t·be 
wOlUlded from among the head of dead and dYIng, but the" 
unfortunate country people died there miserably of their wounds .. 
r4i~ is what is done in 1919 ill British India Au English sport;., 
ma.n would ta.ke any amount of trouble or time to Aee that " 
wounded pdortrl(ig,] was put, out of its lUlsery, bUL th61i6 wounded 
people were lying there for two daYt! dYIng Rlowly TblUk what 
thi~ means. There has uever bee" IIonythlJlg hktl it before In 

Ellgti~h hIstory, H.lld uot 111 tho wholl\ of our rtll'ltlOus WIth Indi. 
h,~s there ever beeu 1Iollythlllg of thiS 1Il'\gmtllde before. If you 
,ue to fiud douythlllg ~ rillomlUllg t.o thtl Brttl~h rep'ltliotiolJ you h,we 
to go b""k cel\turwll f 11 the ordinary ~I\gh"h Immer t,he only 
Lhillg the ortilllary pel'8011 le:ml'4 about Brltlsh rule 111 ludlllo is 
~bont the Black lIolo of Cd,),mt,(." and the m.\!!RIltJto of C}~wuporej 
where t,here WIIo8 ,~ well cho'}ked With cor!J!\O~. Cel\turleil hallee 
you will nnd Indiau "hll,lrllil hrought up In l.hl8 ~I){)t, .lUllt. I\H t,h", 
VI ,'" t flOW t,hfl CI,wuporll W"II, "lid you "11.11 lIIugllle t,hll f\lolillgR of 
th 'He ludlMl~ for g\lller"twl1"> OYlIr thl~ tern hie husilletls, 

(Ho'l. ~e'Uber "Wh ,t would vou h we done I' ) 
I '!houlr\ not have ,'ummltteri murd,'r. Thlllk what 1\\1 thil!l 

.U~~"l~' You will hwo I' ..,hrll'" ()rd"ted rh(\I'~ ,md ov"ry y'~lIor there 
WIll hJ pro'e~slO I' 01 [\l(h.llI~ VI~IWlg th6 to'oh~ of thtl m<\rtyril, Ilnd 
EngiJ8luu"1I Will go t.h"r,> ,\w\ ~t..LIHI IHrehIHd",\ I"furcl It" By thlll 
llIrldent yO\1 h<\ve dlv\'!e,l r,,"ll" t,hM, 100ght otherwlSll haYtI loved 
oue another. Thn tight hOIl g<llltllllDII.Il hdH l:wl I' loundfl.tlOlI whICh 
might h.J.ve led to real 1',o-ol'llr,L\I011 wlthlll the Bntulh Kmvil'6 
hut tha.t h,,~ IIOW bflell deHtroyod. 

It h',., 1I0t o'llv d~itrove'l th.", hut It h~.., rltl~troyed our 
r~l\lt \t!O'1 throtlghout tht' world You kllOw what Will hl~ppen. 
A.a the blackguards ill AmP-fIca Whflll they lynch mggers, will say. 
"vh you dHI the /jam::> 1\1 Indll" Wlun hntch lries take pll~e ill 
RU~'1II\, whJther It. b~ by White or Red (';"llr.I", they will ~ay, "W'6 
Ilevdt did 11Uythllljl; hke Wh'lt YOIl cluJ III 1 no III. , ILlld Whl:lll Wtl tell 
1 h·i' Tllrks, "YOI1 m \~~'\('r III the Armbl\llUu," they will lIay, "Ye~ we 
whh we ha.r! the chane,\ of g<lttlllg 5,00') of thllm togfltber, snd 
thell oE ",hooting 8tr,Llght" Tint HI the ~hort of W(llcomo thll.t this 
will gBt, lIoud aU tho derent ptoplc III thll world will thmk that 
England rea.lly Iik~d wh,.t. h'l.PP111:3'1 at Amritsar, and t,h"t all this 
lIort of thlllg is Eughsh Ro.nlly, we know th \t t.his 80rt of thing 

a'l 'the finllllt Prll88ianism tha.t fiver took pllWf' The G:mnalJII never 
-did. anything worse in Belgium This riamn'l us for a.1I tIm'3. 
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Whel!l.ever we put forward the IUlDlnuitariul vieW', we" sh,.U have tbis 
tale thrown into our teeth. What i~ it tlt8t ibtrftl'entiatea this froaI 
all other horror!! by GoveflJUlcllt 111 tM' paRt 1 If you bYe 8. D1vh 
distinctly out to kllJ and to loot, It)l<1 I he IjQldieril are called out to 
meet the mob, they h",vtl g()t to btOl' It. .FlrlUg' II> ~Ui~hfted ill such 
cases There may be bUlldloed!! killed III Mlk'h 1\ case, hut, when 
soldie18 are heing wtOIlIld l;LTHI hein(,( stOIl~ nllri hafllnleret't It 1M 

their duty as well as thtH)' lIght to ret-1st 

The Secretary of State for India (Mr Moutagu) The hOIl. aml 
f.aJlant Member kllow~ that lit' I~ dt"l\hll,g' \\ ith 8uhjcl'ts whIch afC 

'811b judicc" and formllig hIt< e~tlTlIlI,te ot ,"'hut b'\l)pened 011 Ollt 

column and a haH report ot thl' t" Hlt,ltt't' of 11 "lltlgl(' nU.ll who wa~ 
in the witness-box tor a whole dll,l Ht' kllOW~ that 110 artioll 01 
allY !!Ort or kind ",hatt>'H'1 ('1\11 he takl'lI atfe<"tlllg '" hoeH'r it ma~ 
he, to villdulate-lf II.II~ IU'IJnll h!' 1Il'('t'liHar'~ - the IIIUlle of Eliglaud 
for justice awl fall pia), \llItrl that Itlf'ort It- r!'cei'etl I halt' 
never known II case \\1It'1" ~o nmll~ dl.t!U1'l101IH ha,c l,cCIi ';ra\'11 111 
thill House from ('\CutM \\ 11leh at tllt· m\lmt"lt al(' h'lJIg 1'1I4Ull'cct 
into hy an IIDllaltJal triln'"al 

Colonel Wedgwood J d(. lIot thlll" th!~1 1 hu\e \a.l"lCa l.toUl 

thl' words used h) Gelleml D) PI H(, I~ ,Wllh,ed Ollt of hi .. o\,\'u 
mOl1th. He him8(,/f MaId, "\ ell" lIot Ink!' tlmt) I\eCOUti8 u.. dileidt' 
whether to shoot.' He Illm,,1'1i saul thllt the' mol. might iltl.H~ 
dil!pertled Ii he luul usked tJll'JlI He hlllhle/t MId tImt he TIIl'd 011 

them hllCIlII!!f1, If tht'y bad (hS\,t>IHt,d, thp~ 1IIII(IIt hUll' rome hll('k 
alld langhed at blm attt'I'wII.Hil! 1[(. h/l"- llIade that ('leal 1 \\/Lutt'd 
to l'Oint out the dlffl'l'tlllec hl·t"'I'('1I ~lII'Plt'H"IIIg- a moh ({(Illig \ wlenee 
111ld siloohng dowl! peuple who are \tut \ 101('nt, ht'c,luse h) t.hnt 
aetlOll terror mIght I,.; IlIlilJllt'd :lilt! \,I't'Il'lIt lIotll III the futlllt' 
We have Ilt'vel' )ustlfietl thl' ... hootlli/o.: dll\lll ot 111'01'1 .. , 1I0t becawlt' 
they were enaallgeTlng hte, hut I~,( .. w"(' tIJ(', III1~ht do ~tJ at sOllie 
future tIme unless they were fired 011 

(It hemg Ele"tln of thl' l'!oe), till' MotlOll tOI the AdjOllTllllt'lIt 
elf the HOllsl' lapsed, without (~\II"tlOll \lilt) 
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The Indo-British Association 
on the Indian Reforms. 

[The Indo.Brltlsh Association of England IS the moM reactionary 
body of Brillshers whose one aim IS to keep IlJdla and 01 her non· 
White portions of the Empire under perpetual helotage. It is 
c('mp('sed mainly of Ex-Governor, Ex·I.C.S. and other rellred' 
service men grown fat 011 the salt of IndIa and now Of'nt upon domg 
a good (I) turn to India by opposing Mr. Secretary Montagu'a 
Reff)rms on the plea that the Masses nf IndIa, theIr IDllch· 
cow, WIll suffer therefrom. On thiS see Mr. Montagu 's Cnucism 
on p. 15:;·8. 

The 2nd Annual Sessions of Ihe A~soclatton met III June lQI~ 
under the Pre~ldency of Lord Sydf:'nham He IS the head of on 
IIlfluelltlal sectIOn of M. P s who fall 10 reco~llIse Ihat the day 
at dltgresslve dommatlOn of the Prusslan I ype, based on race· 
arrol<:ance, wIth power and privileges on nile Side and debasement 
and dl'db:lmes on the other are past To quote SIr Abbas Ah, 
"the ~ordld tradltlOlls of the East India Cf'mpany, of ~ecullIIg 
untau economic advanta~es I>y butldl1l~ up British power and' 
ore:.uge on the rum~ of the Indlall people's liberty and self-respect 
I.a\ e !lot yet been swept away hy I ht: new forces which I he recent 
world upheaval has set to m(lllOn." The f(,\lowmg is taken 
from hIS pfe~ldentlal speech .md well worth rf'cordtng 3'1 It WIll 
tea{.h Indians III what light a larRe and mfiuenllal sectIon of 
Brill~hen view them and the com1Jlg Reform~ ...... Edttor ] 

The Indian Reform Bill 
The porLJons of the BIll to whIch we are strongly opposed are 

pra<.LJcally three First of alI, we oppose as strongly as we can 
the \Veakenlllg of the supremO! Government of India, by settmg 
up I wo Chdmbers, and creatmg most complicated arr.lOgement~ 
winch WIll, we believe. certallllv cause the maxImum of tTlct ion, 
and of delay and of llltngue. If the recent deplorable events III 

IndiO! hdve not brought home 10 Mr Montagu the risks of 
wealCemng or fettering Ihe bUpremf' GO\'I'Tnment of India, I am 
afra!d not hlDg will do so. Secondl}, we ul:tject as stroflRly to the 
setting up of the dual cabmet III every provmct:. (Applause.) 
NothlDg of this kmd el[Jstb m any clvlh~ed country 10 the world, 
and I am perfec.tly (;crtalD it never will. The eVils whIch it wJ\1 
en, all are perfectly understood and explallled by .the provmclal 
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Governments, and. 1 do beg you to read the memoraodllm by 
Sir Michael 0' D.)wyer (Thu. 15 the late Lic:ut. Gov. of Punjab 
held populaf"ly rasponSible for the Massacre of 1919) aIM the 
BornbJY Government, which explatned it In the most excellent 
manner. Those most Important documents have only just been 
published. though 1 pressed hard for them many months ago. 

Now, Mr. Montagu suggests thdt the heads of the provmces 
are prejudiced persons, and that therefo'P'l! theH views call be 
Ignored Now, ladles and gentlemen, prejudiced agalllst or for 
what? h it the least likely that t he local governments, in the 
closest touch wIth the realities of admlrllst rallon of the f)fovinces, 
dlld of the conditlon~ of the plovlOces-h I~ the lea~1 likely that 
they would be preJudlLed agamst anythlOg which could c •• nduce 
to the welfare of the people of tho,e pruvillces:- Are Mr. 
Montagu and hIS persent supporters-sollie of whom have not 
concedltd their de>lre to turn us Ollt or India, or their desperate 
anxiety to get power IIltO rhelr halld~ - are they really rhe only 
ullpreJudJl,ed persom? Now, I thmk you will all alZree that 
the efftct of settlllg lip thl> monstrous dual cab\llet ill every 
provlllce InU-t be to IIl1dermllle authOrity wlthm a short time 
Ihrough(Jut .Ill IndIa. ,1Il,i to create IIltc:rlllllldble cnnfllct~ bt!'tween 
what are already called the "populdf mmlstcl'" and the non· 
de~cnpt cdlllllet whH.:h slalld~ ollhuie th fls e rm01sters, and these 
confilcls must lead, If the Gov"mor show, any strengtl. , to 
Violent atl,lLk~ III the Pres~, to lla,ldlJ and Stl~)'ag,alla \'OW~, 
which will, as we hdve lately seen, end In Ihe deat h 01 a large 
lIumbel of IIlnocent persons who ha\'e been t!'x(..lted hy gr:>.s 
fabehood~ That IS why we oppose. the d!tlle/I)' \Ve object 
also to the derllal ot communal represent,lllOn to the clas~es 
which mo~t need lls proteLtlOo. and t lut has been done m 
defi.iIIce of tl1C oplO1on~ of the Government of Mddr.ls agatnst 
\\hJ(.h Mr. MOlltJgu pernlltteci hlln" If 10 direct slleers. 

On Transferred Subjects 
The I..omposltloll of LOIn S"utlinrough's Cornlmtlees (of 

wh.ch the Chairmen were chosen hel3n'f' the\ knew nothing of 
India and some of the memhl;r~ hJd prevIOusly (..ommltted 
themselves In advance, and therefOi e were 1I0t 4uahfi",J to act as 
Judges) set 11l~ to ha\ e been 111 l.. ompJet e ket'plng With Mr 
Montagu'" methods 1t was .lI1nolll1ced m the report Ihat the 
lrallsfered subjects vdry 1\1 dlff.:rellt pi 4) \ mce~, accord\llg to the 
state of advancement of that provInce Now, we find thdt they 
ell e the ~dme III all provll1ces. except lh<lt fore'ib are lI1c1uded In 

Horubay, and when we remembt:1 that slIch \a,tly Important 
-St:1 \Ices as loca.l self.government, medICal admml<;tration IIlclud· 
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109 hospitals, public health and sanitatIOn, education, agriculture, 
civIl veterinary departments, co-opera lIve Societies religious and 
i:haritable endowments, public w()rks and the development of 
mdustries are all 10 be managed by mlllisters uncontrolled, except 
hy the Governor's veto \D certain cases, and obliged to court 
popularity, one can ImaglDe what wIll happen. I do not think 
Parliament can unrlerstdnd what Mr. Monlagu asks, that It should 
abandon and gIve up the power over the services which 
perhaps most affect theIr dally ltves. Parliament must lemain 
\illil responsIble for the well-be\llg of t he peoples of India, and 
yet it IS asked to gIVe up the power whIch thaI responsIbility 
demands I myself was mlnlSler for public works for 5~ years, 
... nd I know too well whal would happen m that Depdrtmem 
when it IS transferred to wha, Lord ~"lIthborough'5 Committee 
mIscalls "popular control" Many of liS have seen how election. 
can be arranged, and 50 Llr lip to the persent tIme, the result 
has been that the general elec!orate~ havf' returned 70 per cent. 
of lawyers. The red~on for I hat IS partly becanse Idwyers are 
an object (If fear "' India. Of the few voters, five 1011110115 of 
them, Mr MOllldgu ~ay, "You hdve got to get them to vote 
and you have to gel them to lIlloerst.lIld Whdt a vote means." 
Now, rnducemeOlS to VULt', tempered by ml1mldatlon, will 
certaHlly be fort hCOLOlIlg, and I hese credulolls people WIll be 
told what th .. 1T callcllctate proml~es to do for them But what 
IS certaw IS Ihat If dnyllllng h"ppell~ whIch he does not like, the 
voter wllllhrow the whole bldme upon the Bnllsh Government, 
and not lIpon the " populdl I11rnl~t er" (Applduse) 

The '·Pa.ssion For Self-Government." 
Contmumg he saId, Mr. Monlagu stated on May 22nd, "There 

IS, believe me, d pabsloll for ~e)f-goverJlmtllt," and 011 the 5th of 
thIS month (] une) he added, "There are 315 mIllions of people 
edgerly awaltlllg, so far a, they dre politically educated, the deci. 
wm of thIS House' (laughter) and he dbo announced there wall 
gent"ral agreement on all SIdes 10 IndIa and 10 thiS country Now 
these slatemenl~ really conftKt WIth the statements 10 the report 
Itself, and also With many facts known to you all. In hIS 315 
millions Mr, Montagu mllst have mc1uded the subjects of all the 
Native States. Now does he really thmk that In Hyderabad 
or ID Blkanir, there has been suddenly developed a "passlOn for 
self-government?" The Govern men' of the Nlzam has recently 
ordered one nf the most promment ad\ ')cates of self. government 
out of hIS State and has k,rbidden hIm to return. Can Mr. Mon. 
tagu really IInagme that the 94 per cent. of lIitterate people have 
the smallest Idea of what self-governmet or hIS BIll means, 
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and there cannot be a quarter 01 a 0111110n people in India at 
the present rnomenL who could gIVe d really tntelhglble 
account of either? It does 't"em to nlt' It l!t a gleat pity 
that III his Second Readlllj:( ~peech Mr Montagu made 
no allUSIOn to the unre~t In India or to the recent 
Afghan inVaSiOn, which IS nol b} allY meam unconnected with 
Indian l'ohtICS, an InVdSJOn IVhlch, If It were lIot for Brttish 
troops and for the fine reglmenl ~ 01 Iodld I(-d by British officers, 
would carry to-day as It did 111 t ht" p.IS' , fi,~ and ~word to the 
nch cllle~ of Northern India Evell III the midst of our many 
pie-occupatIons In thl~ counlry at Ihh pre,ent crltlcdl time, surely 
there must be some people who can lead Ihe WiltIng on the wall, 
and who mu~t doubt whether tll1'> I~ the lime to undermllle the 
only authorlty III India willch can keep order ;lI1d guard the 
flontler. 

Unbridled Agltatlon 

Mr Montagu ha~ excluded the NOith \Vest Frontier Pro-
vlIlce from the benefits ot hiS reform~, hilt that wlil be useless If 
the rest of India passes out of contrnl. Mrs Be,ant smce she 
came bdck has stated that !!;Iven a f"ll ch,IIlLe. that, of course, IS 
given Home Rule, Indl,1 would III 40 yedr'> be III a position to 
defend herself agalll~t lin a,1011 M r~. Be~alll IS not a mlhtary 
3uthonty, and we have got to lemember thdt she is reported to 
have suggested the aTmlllg of India for <.jUlte another pnrpn<;e 
than the delence of the frontier. \Ve do not yet know the details 
of the 1I0ts III the PreSIdency towns 1.1~t Y"dl, and the far more 
serious occurrences of thl~ ye.u, bill ,0 far as we know <;ome SIDIS­

tCT f~cts seem to me to ';t,md out quit e r!lalnly The earher nots 
were, as the Goveruments of Bengal and M.ldrds qated, engmeer­
ed by polllIcal agitatlOll and entirely 'dlle to the reckless false­
hoods which have been spread far and Wide III those preSidencies 
For some time certam Indldn pdpels, With ~troLJg support from 
Nl'w llidta and the Bomhlll' CIUfJ1I1c/l', hove done their utmost to 
present BnlJsh rule and 13; 111~1l people 111 ,ltl OdIOllS light to the 
people of India, and to atllbute to them alt the dis from which 
India ~uffe rs 

These are the words of the respomlble Government of Madras, 
But thiS "ullbndled dglt,ltlon" ha, not only been pelrmtted but 
e\'en encDuragedl1l late )'ear~ by the dpathv ot the Government; 
It 11<15 IIlcrea<ed most mdrkedlv 'imce thf' dCivent of Mr. ~ontagll 
to power It has borne evli frlllt alll()n~ the people of India 
and the crop has not yet bcen wholly gathered Shortly before 
assumlUj;( office Mr Montagu made an unjustIfied attack on 
Bntlsh Rule III India that was descTlbed by a retired Indian 
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J"dp \0 the fl)llo"lllf words :- "Never befoTe in the history of 
Anglo.lndlan AdministratIOn, the bureaucracy ... subjected 
to such ~corching, withering Criticism by one who hu held the 
Iillh office of Parliamentary Under-Secretary for India." Now 
tbat was Mr. Montagu's contnbutlon toward. goodwill in Iodia, 
with the rt!sults we can already see Neither the Secretary of 
Stol\'le Ilot the Government of IndIa have done any thin, to 
protect their servants, toihng an the heat of India, from the mOlt 
~rO'i cal um Illes, and when at the fag end of a SesSIon, Mr~ 
MOlllal'lll suddenly made that extremely Important pronounce­
mem which was capable of almost any Interpretation, the results 
which we have seen became practicAlly Inevitable. It wat 
beheve.1 from that time onward that government was weakemng 
and two mtmths later the shockmg atrOCities an Bihar occured, and 
were lepeated on a smaller scale at Katarpur in the followlOg year. 

The direct cause, I am cerlam, has been the mceDdiary 
WTlung and speakmg which has beell permitted all over India 
m recent years A large number of Ignorant people were taught 
I hat the plague, (amme, and even t he epIdemIC of Influenza were 
due to the BritIsh Government whIch had become weak aDd un­
able \0 Tule. 

Referring to IIr Gandhi and Saiyagt'aha Lord Bydenb&m 
.aid :-

Now, ha~ Mr. Montagu ever conSldel~d the effect in India 
of hl~ pUbltc\v clamuug Mr. Gandhi as hIS "fnend" as he did the 
Olher day? \Vhal better encouragement to lawbreaktng could 
he Rive? He IS now apparently tlustlng to a Mnderate Party 
whItt! does not eXIst. Some Moderates so·called were E:Jtre-
1'111515 yesterday, and they WIll be Extremists again to-morrow. 
Olher Moderates know well and WIll tell you In private tbey 
regal d the Rowlan Act as essent lal for the protection of Indian., 
but I hey weI e anllmidated into Opposltlon, or they were alked 
to believe that unle55 they opposed the Acts they would have 
no pohuca\ future. Their aCllon supplies a warning which, it 
seems to me, It 15 madness to dIsregard A revolutionary paper 
'The Dally Herald' whIch Mr. ChurchIll denounced the other day 
III most scathing terms, IS partly supported by funds from Iodia, 
aQ£i the Indian Extremists m thiS country are DO" busily 
engagop in intrigUing with the SlDn Feiners and in keeping in 
touch with the mOlt revoll1tioDary party in this counlry. 

It is qUl1e clear Mr. Montagu is determined to use all his 
power .-and it is very great,-to force through this Bill without 
any amendment. But he has taken upon himself a very great 
re~pon5ibihty which wm come home to him be(ore many year. 
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ba~elasaed. He has laid he proposed deliberat~1' tq disturb the 
plaei contentment of tbe people and be has really ~ade great 
ptogresa in that direction already. He is prematlJrely forcing 
democratic institutions upon the most aristocratic country that 
is left 10 the world. He is settmg up a machinery which will 
in time enable a little oligarchy to paralyse all Government. 
He is sealing the doom of the great Bl1t~ public, services tG 
which the wonderful progress of India SIi1'e'e the assumption of 
Government by the Crown IS due. 

The capture of a portion of the Labour Party by the Extre­
mists is, I am afraid, complete, and It would be really amusing, 
if there was not a tragedy lylOg In the background. Mr Spoor 
in the recent debate in the House of Commons said: "There 
has been for a f,urly long period a very considerable declin,e 10 
Indian indlJ!Jtrtes, with all the consequent suffering that iiecJiJte 
lOvolves," Now, that shows exactlY what propaganda wUl do. 
Judged by any test that you can apply, the wealth and mdustnes 
of India have lDcreased m the most remarkable way during the 
last 25 years. But Mr. Spoor IS not in the least to blame; he 
(loly saKi what he had been told, but that any Labour leader 
would be willing to place power over 244 mtlltons of people 
\0 the hands of a little upper class of Brahmanas and lawyers 
s one of the bitterest IrOllles of the present SHuatlOn. 

If we now tran~fer t he power then wlthm a few years there 
wiH be no Government, and the anarchy, of which we have 
already seen warnmg symptoms, will prevail throughout India, 
and we shall be obliged to restore authvnty by force, or to leave 
India ·to relapse into the chao~ from which we rescued her. 

Now, there IS not Ollt: of us present here to·day, I am 
certain, who would not give Home Rule to India to-morrow if 
we thought It would be for the be!'lt good of the people, 
but we must thlllk fir~t of the welfare of the huge Illiterate 
populatIOn with nearly go per pent. of Simple, kmdly cultivators 
who form the vast mass of the populatton We, of thiS Associa­
tion, support orderly evolution, and we have come together 
to-day only because of the warm affection that we cherish 
tor the people of India but we assert that thi~ Bill, which 
Mr. Montagu says, "Will" settle the constitutional question. can 
settle nothing Qut that it will effect what must be a revolution. 



The Indian Reform Bill. 
[The folJowiDI it an extract from Tk4 Spec/aIO,., n:rutU 'ip 

the mOlt uti-IDdian and reactionary JOUI11&1, the mouth­
piece of the notorioul Indo-British A •• ociatlon of _qluuL 
Its OpiniOD on the reforml il refiected on the Ipeech of Lcml 
8ydenham quoted above] 

India has been governed 10 trust by British officials sine. 
the work of government was taken over from the Eaat India 
company 10 1858, and she has been ~overned with a brilliance 
and an honesty which in comblllation can be nowhere 
matched in the world. It 15 now proposed to pull down that 
system Mr. Monragu takes credIt for intendmg that the process 
shall he ~radual, though we cannot but beheve that if the Indian 
Reform Bill becomes law, the mischief Will \)egin early and will 
&oon t*come desperate Why should we disgUIse our real 
thought~? Mr Montagu uses phrases hghtly and rheloricaUy, 
but OUf own solemn behef IS that what he is planning-with ata 
inevltabihty whIch he IS unable to appreciate-is the 
rum of IndIa 

No Grounds for, Halte. 
In his speerh in lhe House of Commons on Thursday week he 

dIsclosed no grounds for the haste whIch he says II Imperative 
10 IlIlroducing reforms. Much less did he justify the reckleSlnelS 
and the unnecessary complexity of his proposals. The dlarchy mllit 
surely be condemned by statesmanshIp by reason of its extreme 
intricacy-statesmen always aIm at slmphclty 10 administration 
-If it were not condemned because of Its IOherent absurdity, 
But apparently slmp\tclty and dlTectne~5 are alien to Mr. 
Montagu's mlOd. He alms at what IS ambltlous and high sounding. 
Even wnen It comes to so SImple a maller of duty as to justify 
the Rowlatt Acts he 'Itrlkes a noCe wInch 18 really humlhattng. 
because in eff~( he ap110glzes lOstead of sLoutly LelllOr the trulh. 
The Rowlatt Acts embody the recommendations of a most able 
and le<lrned Judge who had no axe whatever to grInd 10 Indi-. 
and who said what he thought on the eVIdence, as a Judge ou~ht 
to do, WIthout bunging any preconceptionJi to his task. The 
A CIS are framed fOf the defence of honest men and innocent 
persons What need IS there to flay more? That is their reason 
for eXIstlllg, and It is a complete and ample one. They are direct. 
ed 1I0lely at lhe suppressIOn of sedition and anarchy, and every 
law-abiding citizen ought to rejoice in tbe sefurity which they 
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afford not only to the illdivi<lual but to the whole ·:>f India. Mr. 
Montagu's realOns for introducmg his drastic refornl Bill would 
sound very strange if they were tlot unfortunately too famihal. 
He contmually harks back to the pledge of the GmJernment gIven 
in AugulIt, 1917. As a matter of fact, the Government were not 
pledged by the words then used to allY 50-called plan of democra­
tic reform, and halle.not been pledged at a~ moment slOce It 
ts a bad sign, thIs harpmg on I he pledge lL reminds one ratht"r 
of the way III whIch t he typIcal money lender talks lO hIs chellt. 
H1: uses langudge whIch IIltlmldales, because it is vague; he alwdys 
has some awful threat ready, though It has neller been submitted 
to exact or legal scrut1l1y If his chent doe~ not pay t he extor­
tionate interest, ht:: talks terribly about "vour lett er of the 2lnd 
ult." or declares t hat he must recall to hIS chent's memory I he 
"fifth c1duse" of their agreement The Ilnhappy client hehell~ 
that without knOWIng It he ha~ pledged hImself Irremedlabl,y by 
the accusing Instruments of hl~ own hand If peorle Will-calmly 
look into the ImtOl y of t he IndIan Reform -chemf.', they wd\ filld 
that we are not III honour bound to Gonl",r upon India allY slich 
a.cheme as Mr. Mont"!tu ha" proposed, but that, 011 the contrary, 
our whole relation to IndIa b\llds us 10 ~()verll 10 future as we 
have done III the past acc.()rdlllg to the rules willch Will give lOe 

best results and therefore the gl eat est hdpptness to IndIa. 

OombiDation of Rashness and GratuitouSD8BB. 
In hIS speech on Thursday wee-k, Mr Momagu talked about 

the "edgernt"ss" WIth whIch the Indian "nation" --as though 
India were a nation-was awaitln~ hIS Refolm Btl!. He may for 
the mGment have forlo":olten, but we have 1I0t 10Jgotlen. that III 
the Report IS$ued In hIS own ndme and that ot Lnld Chelmsford 
he confessed that hIS poltey was approved of by only a very small 
minority. "We have seen It eSlimated," he wrole, "tnat the num­
ber of people who really ask for free JIIstJtutlOns does not exc.eed 
five per cent of the populatIOn. It IS In any ease a small propor­
tion, but to the particular numeral we attach 110 Importance 
whatever. .. Our reason IS the faith that is tn u~ , Thf.'se 
figures, brushed aSide WIth such inSOUCIance by Mr. Montagu last 
.week, might well gIve pause to more sober minds But Mr. 
MODtagu is inflamed WIth hIS ambitious State bUlldmg, and so the 

'Report tells liS that "the placId pathetiC contentment of the 
masses is not the SOil on which IndIan nationhood WIll grow, and an deliberately dlsturblOg It we are workmg for her [IndIa's] 
highest good." The contentment 15 admItted, the placIdIty La 

aclmitted; the msigntficance of the demand for forms of Self· 
Govemment which hardly anybody In IndIa understands, i. 
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admitted, but because that clever and rhetorical ure of the word 
"pathetic' has entered the mmd of Mr Montagu, everything that 
is certain and stable is to be lIacrified' We have heard of acts of 
5tdlesmanshlp lhat were rash and of acts of statesmanship that 
were un~alled for or, as people SdY, gratullous. but for a combina­
tion of rashness and grat U1tousness we know of uo pohtical 
proposal to equal Mr Montagu'$ Reform Bill. 

The Diarchy. 
The core of the BII1I~ of course what is known as the diareh,. 

--the proposal that 111 the admllllstratlon of the Provlbcell part 
of the executive work shall be l.dllled out by MiOlsters dependent 
upon a popular vote, and p.utly by MlI1i~ter5 appOInted under the 
old methods of Indian Goven ment, though those methods will 
be shghtly changed. Those buhjtcts of legls1aIJon whIch are to 
be retamt'd ID the hal,d, of the bureducratlc Mini~ter. will b. 
known as "rcierved" wbJecH, and th()~e which dre to be handed 
over to th~ new popul'lIly elt-Lled Muml ers WIll be known •• 
"transferred" ~ubjects. Probahly If Mr. LIOnel Curtis had not 
travelled in India and WJltlE'1I wllh all 1.1\ htt'rary power abo~t 
thIS scheme 01 dlarchy, Mr Montall,u would never have thought 
of such a thmg. Mr Montag 11 I ells us I hat he cannot Imagine 
any other way of gradudlly bUlldlllg up a systtm of :::'elf-Govern. 
ment lhan thIS method of transferrtng subJe"ts from the one 
dllthonty to the other a~ lite pnpularly elected Ministers become 
capable of deahnlt WII II II e5h mattel s But agalDst hIS fanciful 
notions there IS a solid dTTay (JI disapproval expres~ed by some 
of the ablest and most expellenced administrators ill IndIa. Thtt 
Mr. Montagu can rely upon a certalll de!!:ree of support is 01 coune 
true, I" is almost part 01 Ihe duty of CIvIl Servants to promiee 
to do then but to make a scheme \\'ork when they understand 
that the Government desue It. But Mr. Montagu, If he were 
Dot so self·confident, would have been much more impressed, anci 
might even have been abashed, by the very strong cntJcism of 
bis dlarchy. Moreover, we must say that it wa~ IOsulttng of him 
to dIscount the OP11051! IOn offered to hiS scheme by Bnulh 
admiDlstraton in India on the groulJd that these men were "not 
unprejudIced." We agree with thtm that the dlalchy will not 
... Ork in practice. III each ProvInce where I he dlarchillt 
machinery 15 set up thele IS to be only "aile Government," and 
therefore It will be Impossible for pubhc critiCIsm to uy whether 
blame for mIstakes reslS upon the Departments which are dealing 
Wllh the "reserved" sublech or upon the Depaltments whIch are 
dealing with the "tramlerred" subjects. It 111 lDevitable that 
.heneV1tr anything goes wrong the cnt\cs Will merely blame ''(be 



Govemtllent." What else can they do? In fine, \ there is n() 
prospeCt of education in Self·Government under tlhe diarcby 
beeaute the people cannot rectify mistakes if the ~ple cannot 
name the lo'uree of the mistakes. 

Th. DlfBculty of Oute. 
But if the diarchy itselr is a first-rate difficulty, i~ is after all 

only a mechanical defect I hat IS capable or!'hange. By far the 
greatest difficulty in the way of such reform as Mr~ Montagu 
proposes ill the immemorial and reli/llou, oractice of cast among 
the Hindus. Politically mind~d Indians are a very smaIJ number 
among the three hundred and fifleen milhons of population, and 
among this minority the Hindu rehlitious pnndple of caste IS 
held so sternly that it would prevent all fruitful commuDic~tion 
between tbe leader~ and the masses The people who have ~eal\y 
ruled India have atways been I he people not bouDd oy calte ; 
that i, to say, the Muhammedans and ourselves What a 
foundation on which to try to bUIld up a structuTe of demoa-acy 1 
The attempt would, no noubt. end In making India safe for 
an oligarchy Think of the m'lIions of lowcaste natives and 
out-castes These neople could never make their voices hearii. 
The "untouchables" would defile their nolitlcal leaders If tbey 
did so much as come withm speakmg dIstance of them 

Thewhole system IS a frank neRatlOn of democracy. Surely Lhe 
fint step towards democracy is to invite the Intellectual Brahmanas 
of India to think the matter over carefully, and decide whether 
they prefer democracy or c~~t it. The two things cannot co-exist. 
If they think Self Government preferable,. and are wtlllng to throw 
open their arms and admit to r heir counsels theu very humblfO 
and untouchable brethrl'n, well and good. We shall then 
have a starting pomt But to pretl'nd that democracy and 
equality will be learned by vlTtue of Mr Montagu'~ scheme, when 
the whole religious ceremOnial of the Brahmanas forbids them 
to live as equals with then fellowmen who happen to have been 
born in circumstances dlfferentfrom thelf OIVn, is madness. About 
IIventy lIer cent. of I he Indian pt'ople are ralyah or small 
zemindars. At a meellng of the Ben~al Association o( Raiyau 
on AprIl 24th reported 10 Ihe Sialeman, the members nassed a 
resolution which conI aim thue words: "KnOWing wh.lt the 
villagers know, they beg to inform I he Government as well 85 

.the agitators that they can never prefer a selfish oligarchy to an 
Impartial bureaucracy, which ha~ been their onlv support till 
now. So unless the Tlcher classes, such as the Zemindars and 
Mahajanl, show g{eater coO!nderation for the poor peasantry, and 
unlesa _ due share of Self-Government is given to them, the 
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peasantry'&' a .bole lIriU oppose • further eztOllsion to aDy $tit 
Government."(Tbis meotiQII was inapiled by Anglo~Indianl-B'() 

Experiment in aD IDdiaD ltate l'irA 
The SpeclatoJ' has proposed that there should be an experi­

ment in reform in one of the Raja-governed States. Let 10m. 
Indian Prince, it says. bestow upon bls peo'ple the blessing. of Self 
Government. 

"The experim~Dt would be most carefully watched,. and 
if It succeeded would of course be widely Imitated. Nobod)' 
could r05llt such a success. But Mr. Montagu poured aU h .. 
scorn upon any such sane and mod~late measure. He had special 
words of abuse fo~ the ve~y senSIble proposal of. th~ Indo·British 
ASSOCIation that 10 every ProvInce one or Iw() dIstracts should be 
placed 10 charge of a solely Indian ufficial staff, and that the plan, 
if 9uccessful, should be extended IDto a diVISIon, and fInally IOto 
the whole ProvIDce Really Mr Montagu'!> arguments Ijamst 
trying 5uch experiments as the Indo·Brltlsh ASSOCIation and the 
Spectator have pro[)osed were I he worst part of hIS speech. " In 
for :t penny, 10 for a pound." IS ne.nly always a bad argument, 
but It 15 most dangerous of all whell It 15 appJted to Constll utlon 
makmg One can hardly reM<;t the belief that Mr. Montagu It 
the back of his mllld feels t hal an experiment would be sure to 
fali, and would therefore block any attempt at more ambitious 
reforms. Thefore he seems to say 10 himself: .. Plunge right in. 
The Ice, of course, IS too Ih\ll to bear. Don't test It With one 
foot. Walk fight 011" As dgalllst OUI (Jwn scheme, we must 
admit that though many R'!ldhs talk of reform when reform 1. 
fashIOnable at Simla. perhdps 1I0t Olle of them could be mduced 
to submlt hiS country (0 the ell.pelllllent. NatIve Rajahl may 
talk of adv,anced educ.Jtlon for native women when It IS being 
ardently taken up by the ladles of SImla, but they h:.ve no real 
lDtention of Yleldmg I belT power to t he people at large. That 
obJection, however, does not apply to the plan of the Indo-Britilb 
AsSOCIatIOn, and Mr. Montagu'. deTJ~oll IS we fear. only too likely 
to recoil some day not only upon hIS own head but upon the 
hellds of hIS coullirymel.l As we have tried to point out, Mr. 
Montagu affirms that immedldle reform of the most Iweepml 
kit1d IS necessary for Iudla for no better reason than that he 
Wishes It to seem necessary. 

Driving the eoach Tirht over the Preoiplce 
"There is no such neces~II.,.. We are entnely in favour of ex­

periments of a moderate kind. remembering all the time the 
height and depth of our respoPilbility to the mixed races of India. 
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If the capacity for self·government flourished and peveloped, we 
should look forward with confidence to th" day wben we could 
clear out and leave the Indian peoples to theqlseivet. But that 
day IS not yet, nor is it within sight. Just wben we have at last 
got. really fine and Fair system of government at work, Mr. 
Montagu, with all his fancifulness and racial ambition. determines 
to drive the coach right over the precipice. When anyone 
remonstrates he say~ : "You cannot refu~' to do this because 
you publicly promised to do It , You are m hodbur bound." Our 
conoeption of houour i. different from Mr. Montagu's and we 
believe that If the people who are not accustomed to study 
Indian aftalr! would now take the trouble Lo look mto the whole 
lubject they would Dot find themslves In agreement wlth Mr. 
Montagu. 



House of Commons 
Interpellations 

16-31 July 1919 
Cotton Growing in India 

Replying to Hir .T. D. Rees, Mr. Ml)lItagn stated He hoped to 
eend to the Government of Iudil\ shortly thf' Il!h;ce of the Empire 
Cotton crowing CommitteI' on the recommendations of the Indian 
Cotton Oommittet'. The Government, of Illdia wonld th(l/) oousioer, 
if it had not already considf'red, the whole report illduuirlg the 
recommendation ,nth regard to the Aukkur barrage. 

No Nomination for Provinces 
Replying to Col. Yatt- Mr. Montagll declined to direct the 

Government of India to rCfluest, the prellCnt (~vernorll of the 
Provinces whicb submittAri the "lterlJative schelJl(l· on 1 ~tb JIUIU&I'1. 
to nomillate representativt'1! to express their vi()w~ })(>fore the Jofnt 
Cl)mmittee. He would take scrupulous cart'! that their views should 
00 Rtlhmitted to the Committee He understood that, t,hl' ('ommittee 
had already deoided to hear Sir Miohael O'Dwyer. Ht' had com­
mllJllc"ted to the Committee all Ilames, w hi('h Gol Ya.te had 
'Juggelt.ed and had every hope they wO\llrJ he caU6f1. 

No Free Puaqes to Deputations 
Col. Yate Buggeswil that thp Government of I nrlis should 

llrovide funds to enahle Muhammadan orgll11l8lJ,tiolJ!1 and working 
cll\il8e8 ill India to Il6nd r~pN'~('tlt.ativIl8 to ~\Ibmit their view. to 
the Joint CommittAlI', Mr. Montagu 8IJ,irl He did IIOt. think the 
Ruggestion Wall practicahJI' HI' pointt·d out that the Government, 
of 'ndill. bad not helptld ttl(' t1erutatioru~ fiuslI('ial1y and dirl not 
think it poBllihle to differentiate, but promiserJ to OOmml1nJCBt~ the 
KlIlgelolhrlll to the Government of Indi3. 

Passive Resiatanc:e and Punjab Riot 
Heplvltlg to Mr. }<'If>,Jel1( Hall, with /I·gard to MUll martiaJ" 

in connection \vit,h the PIII\Jlth !"iot~, Mr. MOllt.agll stau'(J that be 
nn~ntood th"t actt of p~;ve resista.llce against, the lWwlatt 
Legislation wore not in them~lves trl'at.erJ Ill' t)lfenNIII by the 
'Pnnjab authorities. 
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Rowlatt Leplation 

[H,o,.a. 

Replyiug to Capt. Ormsby Gore Mr. Montagu stated that he 
had received m&Dy commwrlea.twn. from IDdi~ -uh re,ard to. 
the Rowla.tt. Leri.lation and he bad iitreD tltean \i. bett ooosidam­
$ion from the poiut of view of allaying uneasinell8. He believed 
that. the powerl'! given to the e;Jeoutive by the Rowl&tt l.egis1ati~ 
Were "t present. 1I6Oe11all'. bu.t there 'were no .... nsible grounds 'fo~ 
",,,reheusioll ill Iurlia. He emphasised that the Act was valid for 
thteeyeal'l only, after whiQh the whole poiIition would be considererl 
a.ud, if allarchical alld revolutioll&TY actiOD were abandoned, the ~ 
would lIot be nllell Ilnd there would be 110 necessity for its renewal. 

Rice Hoarding 
Mr. Thoma8-Ht~lIfonl asked the Secretary of ~tate of lndla· 

whether he is aware that. quantities of rice are being held lip by 
the merchanU! at DarjOlllillg in order to force up prices and that a 
oollsiderablt' portion of the rice 80 hoarded is goiIl$ bad; ·whether 
there ill any reaKoll to ht'lieve t.hat this prooelMillg is part of an 
orga.nised plall to embarrass the Government and secure the repeal 
of the Excess Profits T~x, aud whether, ill the interelt of \he 
native consumer aud for the maintA-lnance of order, the Government 
will take &tep~ to put an end to this profiteering in an artiel~ of 
prime nece811ty J 

Mr. Mont"agu --1 hlL\ e 110 miormatloll hut will commulllcste th6< 
aubttauoe ot my bon Fric\ld's IIUe8tlOD to the Government of IlIdia.. 

Floggings in Bunna 
Lieut. C01JlnU~lHlel' K.euwOIthy a.~ked'the Hecretary of Htate for 

India if he llltl1 il1 a.te t,he Dllmber of t\OgglllgS that have taken place 
in Burma in.tht· !ut six montbs. how many of tbell6 fiOgglllgs were 
publio, the lIumbtlr oi lu,lIIhtl8 gJven III each case; the Ulstrwneut by 
which the pbillluueut "'~ lllthct{3d, alld the COIDp08itilOll of the 
'eoUrt-martla1 01 other eOUl't that pll.tltled these sentences. 

The ::-iecrctary of Rtatt· {Ol Illdia. -The figures are retunH~d 
annually. I lune 110 figures latel than those for laat year and I 
IM)~ llO reallOIl to call lor 1\ Hpl'ClH.l illt{uiry. The canillSil are .uot 
public and the 8ellt.eIlCOt! are pall8l:'d by the ordif18l'Y Civil courta. 
There have been 110 court·mllrtll1l~ ill Burma for offencet! ot,bt'r 
than those o( It. pU1'ely mihta.ry nature 

Commissions for Indians 
Captain Ormsby·Gore asker! the Rccrotary of I:)tate for India 

whether it is proposed to lay down any specific I1um~r o~ 
~iuioD8 to be conferred upon Indians each year flQlQ aJIIQDi 
Indians already serviug in tbe Army, and from amoPii YOUJW. 
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educated Indiab. who \lDdeilO apeeial tl'ainiQI ~d educatioll .,nth 
a .iew to their beoomina officers at the OODIIDEIACemet ef I th ... 
regimental careers, 1'el!peCtn·ely. or are t!OJllmilllions.t;o De ~ 
frool time to.time U llUitabie individuals obtain reoommend.t~fI t . 

Mr. Montagu.-It is not proposed to ~lJt IIOiIImiBllions e.er.t 
yea.T to Indiaus already !l8rving ill the Anny, but a limited bumMt 
of I'mmni88ioDIl is being gra.nted to indians who ha.vtl .peeialy 
dilltinguished tliemselves in the W I\r. I a.m not qmte sure whb 
Me the young educated Indians to whom the hon. and ~ 
'iember refera, but If he mean!l I ndiallR who !leek afimi8llion to the 
Artny throu:«h A811dhur~t. thE' Ilumher to be nonllllated eve'rf 
year is ten. 

Capoo.n Ortnsby-Go~ asked the Secretary of State for India. 
how marlY Commisolions III the Indian Anny have beell In'&utad 
to Jndiaus siuce the announcement of August, UH 7 > whether aU 
such IlOnuni8S1on~ have bee II granted to IndlILIlR serving ill the 
Illdia.n l&nd foroeB, aud wbat prinCiple is to lIe &dupted in 
granting oommisillon8 to Indlalls In the future 1 

MI. Montagu I 8811ume that the hOIl. and gallant Membe'r 
rllfers to perml\uent oommUllliQIIs. Niue of these hav!' beeu givell 
to Indisu officers serving III the IudlQlI Ia.nd forces who hav~ 
l:I\lecially distinguished ~ellls(llv(ls durlJlg the W sr. Five Indian. 
I;arlets have becn iLdmit.tcd w Hsudburst and will receIve commie­
slQns ill due course If they (1\111.11£y. FIve more will join lIext rerm, 
and it 18 intended that there shall joiu tell aJllJually. A further 
limIted number of commissiOlls will be gralltAd to Indian officers 
for special distmctlOu '" the present War, ILnd to thOlle cadet. 
"oflside1'6ci qualified at the ] ndore Military College, w hioh oiORe. 
shortly. But otherWllle commlRSlOlI!I will only be gi\'ell to Indiane 
who qualify II.t lSandhnrst 111 the ordlllary way. 

Colo lie I Yate Is thrlFe au) hmlt of 8@;e to tbe csdetA! admitted 
to the Indore Military College t 

Mr. Moutagu I thmk t,here is, hut 1 should not like to 
My from memory. I will tell the lIolJ. a.nd galla.nt Oent.le~ 
to-morrow. 

ImperW Cadet Corps (Debra Dun) 

Captam Unnshy-Gore A.Kked the Secretary of State f01' India, 
~ the Imperial Cadet CorJl8 at Dehra Dun WIM! clot!ed, aoo 

, her it 18 to be l'tIopened " 
C Mr. Mcmtegtl -The lrr.perml Cadet CorJIII WM cloled durin&' 

ilIie War III the OO\U'If! of ed'tlCbotioJl there "'1M! not suited to WIt­
ne eoudition.. I have not yet had any pr'Op(JIallt from tM 
~emnrent of India if it ill to be reopened. 
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Houle of Commons-AU&". 19, 

Sir Rabindranath racore 
Mr. KWa.n aekod the Secretary 01 State for Iltdia., whether-, a 

~r has been received by the Viceroy from Rabiodranath TB3'O" 
.. king to he relieved of the Knighthood conferred upon hibt,~ 
whether any reply wae sent to him; wbethe~ has ~D relined of 
of his Knighthood as rOf]uested; and whether the Mrresponcieoce 
whiOO passed between R. Taaore and the Viooroy can he publiebtld 
in the Official Report1 

Mr. Montagu -The answer to the first two part. of the quesnell 
i. in the affirmative. The title conferred on Sir Ra.bindraoa.tlt 
!.l'agore has not beCIJ revoked. Sir Rabindranath Tasore oommunioated 
his letter to the Pres., ill India. 

Colonisation (Deputation) 
Mr. Rwan asked the U Jlder-Recretary of State for tIre- C6lor.ies 

whether he is aware that the deputation from British Guianft ~ the 
question of colonisation ii' tlot prol'erly representa.tive of the peo~le of 
that oolony, but is composed almoAt exclusively of persons intel'Mted 
in the sugar industry, whioh desireR chea.p la.bour by meatH'l of 
immigration; whether h(~ is also aware that labour is not repre8611teo 
on the deputatiOIJ, amI that labour represellted members of th~ 
deputation not to prO~\)flrl. Itlld whether hc proposes to take allY' 
IoOtion ill the matter? 

LIeut.-Colonel Amery --Thl' questioll of the deputatIOlJ from 
British Guiana is not one III which the Secretary of State can inter­
lere , bllt in r,oosioenng the proposals put forward by the ~eputatiotJ, 
due regard will he pa.id to the illtersts of all seetIOJlS of the 
community. 

Government of India Bill. 
Ordered, 
That Hir Dona.ld Maclean he discharged from the Helect 

Commitee on t,he Govellment of India Bill -[OOLONEL GIBBS 1 
Motion made, and Question proPosed-{COLONEL OnlflS.] 
"That Mr. Aclami be added to the Committee" 
Colonel Yate: I think I should take this opportunity of prot61-

ting, 1I0t aganist the personahty of the appointment of the right hob_ 
Gentleman the member for Camborne (Mr. Acland) but hecauae the 
opportunity has not been taken to appoint some Member with a 
reasonable knowledge of India. There are a large number of Memw. 
G thi.a HoUle who have had experience in India, and I think tbIt 
oeeuiOD should bave been seized to appoint one of these rather than 
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,& right bon. Geutloman ,who hae D~vor ~n in India. AJthouala,.1 
oourse, I am dehghted that the bon. Member for Camborlle .hould 
join the Committee, I do feel tnt now that .. vacancy has OOOI1r.ed 
t;b~ Prime Minster should take the llfatb&r iRt.o oonaideration altd 
apwint IJOmeoDe with recent knowledp of India. J hope, indeed, he, 
wiJl tonsider this matter before finally sanctionillg' thia al'PQiIItmen\" 

Mr. Bonar Law' NO'doubt there is a great deal of force in what 
:lny bon. and gallant Frieud 'bas Mid about. the v..Iue of Indio 
eXperience. but. he is a ,'ery old Member of the House of Common .. 
3lld he knows perfectly well the principIa 011 which this (''mmfttee 
&t'e appointed. The memhers arc tla.kell from different parties. My 
right hon Friend opposite haR resignt'~. and Ont' of the oldest rlll. 
'We have is that the party t.o which the retiring Member helougt 
should have the lIommatioll of his successor. I think it woulrl he .. 
great mistake to depart from that Ilractice. 

Colonel Yate May J RRk-

Mr. Speaker. The hOIl. and gliollallt Gellt,)emlloll ha.'I exhlLllsted 
bill nght of sptll\king. 

Questiol! put, Rlld agreed to, 
Army Commission 

Mr. FrelieJ'lck "Rolwrts asked the Heeteta.r) of ~tato tOI' India 
whether the Indiall Army Commission will inqlllr& illtll the 
3rievllnoes of the Indiall sectioll of the Army and of Ind1311s ~ellt\ta.lly 
with regard to the milItary pohl'y of the Goverument. why no 
Indiau i8 appoUlttld a ruemlltlr of the CommissiolJ; ~ h('theJ tlw 
commission will hc mude good before th,' CommIssion COlDmel1Oll 

theh \\-ork, "bethel thn Right HOIl Geutlemall is aware of the 
iltreugth of the Illdiau feeliug agaiust ~ir Michael O'Dwyer fOJ his 
recent lI.dmlllistratn a U(,ts ill tho l'uliJah. and why he has beep 
appointed a memhcl' ill th,~ facc of such feeling 1 

The Socretary of ktato for hldia (MI. MOlltagu)-Uudel the 
teI'lDS of refercllce the Coulllllttce is eOiloorucd WIth general qUllstion& 
of Military oonlinistrstion and orj(lllllsatioJl, sud witb grillvlIoncel; 
but 1 am collsidering the appointmeut of au Iudiall meruber. I 
de, not see that recent IKiministrative act.; ill the PamaL have a.uy 
l~riug on this iuquiry. 

Captain Ormaby-Gore asked tlu: becretary of State for Inda 
why no Indian bas been appoill~d on Imel Esher'l\ Commjtt~e 011 
tbItolndiall Army 1 

, Mr. MOIlUl,gU :-The appoiutment of all Indiall kl the CQIDmittoo 
~. t~ Army in lrtdia Us uuder oonaideration. 

, "Colonel Yate :-Will the Right HOD. GoII~eman cODaidel' tbb 
,,~of the taking of evidence from Indian officer8 now at 
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Raai.ptJoD. Court, sa there are lOme there who OI'JU~ give Illblat' 
v-aluable'evidaoe Miore the Comnrittet! 1 

Mr.' Montegu. I am obliged' for the Bugge9tinm, Bnd win 
communicate it tn the Chairman of the Committee. 

Panjab COI'lUDiuion Of. Ormsby-Gore asked the !)ecrewY of State for india 
whether ,he jl&Il 1I0W give the DAmes of the members of the C:;om. 
millSion :Of Illquiry mto the recent events 1n the Panjab, and 
whether he will undertake to select QS chaIrman of such a Connnis-
10011 a Memher of eIther HoWIe of Parliament 1 

Mr. Motltas~ '-1 110m m communicatton WIth the Governulent 
of India as to the lIIl!UUY I hope to he III a position to make a. 
statement very shortly. 

Captain Ormshy-GOIe . Betore the nowU' rh~e .. for the ReCess 1 
Mr. Montagn I hope so. 

Currency 

Mr. l'lt6wart, asked the Secretary 01 /:itate for India wAet~ 
t.he amouut of ailver ohtaiuahle from abroad hy the Illdi81l Go\'ern­
Dlllllt at tlltt present· tlIDl' i.., IlnfficlCut for her requirementB Aud, if 
not, will he _~lSO i~~u'Y to h~' nude with a vIew to aaoer1i&I1Jlllg 
whether the Q\l ri(1a.~ of t,he lIatlVes to exchange their orna.meJlts 
&gamst rupees, ~t for wright, CI~n ill any way be restored 8() 

t,hat the IndIan Governllim\t, ill the ()Hlllt of a Sood export 86I18OB, 

may 00 placed 11) n P08itlOU to ~lIail of the !arga reserves of SIlver 
at present ou t,he spot ill hldia ill the 8ha" of native oma,mijllts. 
a8 WII.8 formerly the case .? ' !: 

~. Montagu -IndIa rO\lld do WIth more Ilill'er. The questIOn 
of an offer hy tae Govellmollt of India to rflOelVt'l silver from private 
persolls w111, ] \1nderstand, he Kubmitt"ld to the Indisli Currenry 
COlJlmitteo. 

Mr. Hwwart asked the ~ecr(\t,ary of Htate for India whet.bm 
bi8 8trtell~oll has been called tAJ the fact that a higher price in 
sterling is 110'" ohtaiuahle in A meriea for sa]es of gold than is 
obtainable in t,h18 country, whether Il1dla is contfimplAting putting 
\II) the pnce she IS prepared to pay tor Importerl gold, alld, if so, by 

\ bow much, and whether the present Currency Committee C&ll be 
.empowered to extend itf!l inquiries to oomrider the problem of 
('urrency Il.8 a whole, illstea(l of al'proarhllJg tMl ql1estlOn from & 

purely looal point, of ,·jew , 
Mr. Montagu .-1 am not fully lIlformed as to sales of gold far 

sterling m AmeTicB. The second part of the question asks for & 

statement on a matter 011 which action. if taken at aD,;..,wd 



~. '19~ INTERPELLATION},' til' 
~ClOCII·!!i1~ b6 bikeD 1rithout previoua ,announcemellt. The.a.at 
IWIoII of the Indian ClItt'8UCY , Commit~ informs me, tilat, in W. 
opiyion and th,t of hiB coll~u. eo i¥ aa i~ ia J)OIIible to .... 
Ai: present, the terms, of reference u tiaey Btand lin all ... 
800pe neee88&l'Y for oonductill, the irllluiry IWd for makinc 
recommendatiOll8. 

Mr. Stewart Wlll tAe eVldence put before the COJDDIittee be 
pJ,1bli,hed ill the qNiuary coune &8 a Parliamelltary Paper. 

Mr. Montagu: Per~8 my hon. Frieud will live BMl lJotioe. I 
thilJk 80, but I would rather coufirm that by refel'6AC6. 

Patel Hindu lntercute Marriqe Bil 
Colouel Yate asked lhe Secretary of ~tate for India whether 

l'fc t.J aware that the introductlOll of the P.tel Hindu Inter­
oaBte Ma.rriage Bill ill thtl Indian Legislative Council aud ita 
circulation by the Goverument of India throush local Government. 
for oplllioll h&8 caused great alann amOJlgst orthOdox Hill.iUAI of 
all c1asse!! of society in Indlll., Ril an illterfereuce "ith thmr mOlit 
ii1acred religtous and lIOCial usagelJ which it has been the policy of 
the Brttlsh Government hitherto never to iuterfertl with: aud wiu 
he a.BCl.'rtain from the Government of India whether it. would be 
desirahle to take actlon to reas8ure orthodox Hindu opiuioll that 
110 U1terferellce with religIOUS \lsage 18 cOlltemplated by the British 
GoVtll'UmlHlt'l 

Mr. Montagu . Thor(' would !learn to lit' IIOme ullli8pprtlhtllJaiou' 
ill tht' matter. The Goverllment of India ill not l'o8polurihle for 
the Bill, whIch W3S iutrooured by 8.n eltlcted ml'rul>er of tit.; 
I.egl81atJve Coullcil. The governmeut are III 110 way commItted to 
suVVOrt. It, but 3S It received a certaill amount of 8uvport h'OJD the 
1I1l0~iIaI memhers, they ha~ t.akell steps to olJtain the inU opinion 
ot thfl *,Utdu rommumty before tbtl BilI!1I further proceeded with. 

Cu10uel Yaw. Will the Government of India leave it to the 
UlJotticial members of the Iudian Legll!lature to carry through this 
Bm and not pWlh it ou the part of the Goverllmellt Y 

Mr. Montagu The GovernmeIlt of India wIll blHe to maka uill 
ita miild about thIS Bill if It ever ('omell to the point at which a Bin ' 
cemes up rot' IIIl.llCtiIIitl or, OtAl, "lid for that PUl1)()SO it i4 Jteoeaa&!')" 
tAtiM the Govenlmerit. of Iadil.l bhol1ld be fully iufonned, hut it will 
he treatoJd &8 .. prKate MemM's BilllW,ld ItQoftiria1. 

Goverument of India Bill-Joint Committee 
Colonel Yale aslJ.ed the Stlol'etary of ~tate for Iudi.a whetht'r 

he mdl permit IQ6IuLen of lull (;ouu<:il who are not eom8litted to 
tt,e . 'Gov~rulDliqfi of ltJdia ,Bijl 1i<3 it 1)ta.J1~ W gnr.e eV1dence before 
tfle Joint Select,c..nitkj:l! 
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~r. Montagu: I do not klJ6W to whllt tnem\e~ ~f my omd6ll 

-my hOIl. a.nd g&l1ant Friend. refet's, but I DaV~ tlooided' I!IOifte 
months AgO, with the asSent of my Council, ihat &AI J~en'lbint 
thereof wh'O wished to giv{' evidence befbl'e the .foint .eomjruttee 
()II hill own behalf should offer to do 80. The decision as to w~t 
6vhlollC6 they will admit or require rests with the Comtitittee aI()i1e~ 

Colonel Yat-e: As I believe the Tight'tlln. Gentleman nomi, 
HateI'! t.he memhers who are to give evidence before the Committee, 
will be say how ma.ny memhers of his council he hy nominat«l ; 
ami, 11.8 ma.ny of the members are presumably in conformity with 
his Vit'W8, will he nominate an equal number of those oppos6(11 

Mr. Mont&gll: My hon. a.nd gllJla.nt Friend is quite mista.ken, 
T do 1I0t noDJinate the members, TAn Hon. Momher. "Domilmte !"] 
I lUll qui~ sure the hOIl. and galla.nt Memher does f10~ mean that. 
[HcllI Memhers "lIe said "'tlOminate.' "] The Committee' kflow 
that the memhers of the Counct! of J 1H1ia are wiIIiug t.o-giy(' a.ny 
information and /Lily C\ idence they may be asked to give. I do 
1I0t. know whet.ber a.ny of t.hem have applil'o to the Committee to 
gil'l' t'~irlence. 

Oolonel Yate' Has the right hOIl. GC/ltlomal1 giVl;'ll the names 
of allY members of thl' CounriJ to thp Pre8ident of the ~6qt 
('1)mmiU:ee 1 

Mr Mont.agn I have glven the nameR of all ot my Couuml. In 
thifl rOj1;ard I ha\.e said tha.t t.he ConncillB free to giVt' evidence or 
/I./ly member of it, amI they would presumahly he summoner! .,y 
th~ Committee. . 

Ex.()fficera (Employment) 
Mr. F. C Thomson asked the f.:ecretn.ry of State for Iudia 

whl~t is the fJumher of regular officers of the Indiall Army, who have 
h(,811 diRC~rge(l as It rEI suIt of chsablht.y due to active lIervire ill the 
War 'j and for what. proport.ioH of thosl" has the Go\'(\[)ment of India. 
fC)IIud employment '1 

The Secretary fer India (Mr. Monta.g\l) The llumher ill 
qlwst,ioll is a.pproximately forty It is not known thnt the t}overn­
mel/It. of Ioclia hsvfl found emploympnt. for any of these o1f!cers. bn~ 
thtl mll.lority, if I:Ot all, wouJri hEl (lither physicaJly unfit fOl Uf not 
deslrollil of further employment in India. Ii there is ally (hSC'ha.r~ed. 
offionr of whom 'thi~ i~ not rorreet, I should he glad to haw my 
att(,I~t.i()1l t~a.llod to his ('I\Sf'. 

Mr. Jl\,mOflOlI -18 the Right HOll. OEllltlemllll awa.re tha.t the~ 
are II. grellot many lobs going now l\l Mesopotamia. and Palestine wbe!e 
fetiJ'OO Indian officers wouln lit' very useful 011 aocotlllt of their 
knowledge of oriel1t&1 conntries. amI that very few of thE'8e jobs' have 
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boe~ given tAl ~1.Ch ittvalidated Indian Officers who are general,,}lOOt. 
~1I, who have bad to live 011 their pay all their life, and who wUl 
be very hard hit if they ha.\"6 to live on their pension only1 

Mr. Mont.,ll: Perhaps the HOll. Member will furnish me wiib, 
~rtic~artl of any CII86i ill which prefersuco c".u be given to reti* 
o'fficers of the India Army over allY ot}wr!!. 

Public Servic:el 
Colonel Yate II.IIked the Secretary of State for Inrha wheth ... 

th<' propoaals of the Government, of India to oo.rry out the 
recommendatioDs of the Puhlic Rervicos Commission M regarrts the 
India.n Forost Service, the Fino.f1oo Department, and the Illdian 
Educl\tionaJ Service tbat were under o(}usiderntion in May 188t have 
noW heell carried into effect: if 1I0t, whell will they hc ca.rrierl into 
effect: and whether the proposals of the Uovernmellt of J Ilrlia 
I'egarfling the rem&ining Inrlian SerVIlle!! have /lOW llflCII rcreivtld 
and ('onMidered 1 

Mr. Montagu: The (kn ernUlent of India hav(' 1I0W aUliounced a 
re, i~l'd AD INTERIM scale of pay for the Indlll.l1 F.ilncat.ioll Servico and 
lU'e ahoui to announce "rflvi86{l scale for the }<'orest Department .. 
Theil' proposals for the Finallc!' Departmflnt are still under discIIMlon. 
Lll.st. month I received recommemiat\OIH! with regaJ'cl to 1\ number of 
other Departments, a.nd recbmmendations with rogl~rd to most, of the 
remallliug DeplI,Ttmentil f.\I·e, J nudl'rstand, 011 their way home. 1 
III'OpoS(\ to clea1 WIth all thctI(l "'~ {'xpeditioul:lly as PORAibl1' 

Punjab Riots 
MI Nell Maclean asked the Hecret&ry of Htat-t' £01 JudJa 

whe-ther he will lay llpon the Table a F.!b~temellt·lriving tho number 
of I ndianll killed or woullded In the recent riot.s 111 the Punjab IlJld 

the number of people 86ntenced hy MartIal Law CouTts in the 
Punjab, together with the sentenceR imposad upon t,hem within 
the last three month!! 1 

Mr, Montagu I ha\6 1I0t yet received a fullllC(''()unt, of the 
number of casualties. A" regards trialll and senteneel! I will lay 
n stat.ement giving total ret\1rJII~, hut in many l'IIJJOS I\fllltilnooll ....., 

st.iil being revised aud reduced. 

Pre. Act and NationaIiIt New.papen 
Mr. Maclean &I~ th" Secretary of Htate for Inrlia if "n 

t1;Ie newspapers owned or editerl by Nationa.li8ts in India have had 
their securities forfeited or ulCTeaaed or beeu dl'manded tIeOUrities. 
f)r' proceeded a,gaill8t in other waYII 1 

Mr. Montagu. No, Sir, eerteinly not, 
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, ~JOtonel Wcdgwood. Is it not a fact that the AMR~'l'A BAua 

PATRIKA, the HINDU, the N\<.'w INDIA, the bDKPl!:NDE.!';T, alld the 
BOi\[B.\ y CHRUNICLE have all logt their !!ecurities, and' bow Dlucb 
bali! bpen taken from these newspa.pers 011 a.ccount of their o.ttitude1 

Mr. MOlltagU If my hOll. a.nd "allant Friend wa.ftts the f1~l"eA 
perhl\.p! he will givc me notice. The lleWSl)apers to which hl~ 
rorel's ~1'e proceeded agaiubt under the terms o~e Press Act. 

Colonel Wedgwood IIILve Hot aU these uewspapers lost their 
deposits in C01l8e'lUl'IlC\1 

Mr. Montagn: [ C!l.llllot charge myself with rememberlllg the 
partICulars of euch cabO, but 1 think mv hOll. and gall80llt Friend is 
accurate ill Imying that they ha,e all Ruff'ered uudor the PreRS Act. 

Colonel Wedgwood Is it 1lOt ,~ fact that pr&etically all the 
NatIOnalist newspa.per!! 111 Illdia have hoon RO treated t 

Mr. Montagu If d. la.rge Humh!\)' of N&tionahilt lIeWblpa.per~ 
in llldia h&'!1 o/ftllldtlli \ludl'l thl' Prell!! Act, thflll they have beell 
proocedell agalllst It, Wltfl Hot lll'('II.I1R(, thilY were Nationalist 111)"'"­
pallers, l)ut becau"o they otfelldcd agd.illKt the provisions of tlw 
ProMs Act 

Mr. MadeRu. h It IIO! It fltd, th,tt thtl Pre~R Act only atfeM-.d 
the NationaliRt IIf1WRlIaplll'S I 

Mr. Mon~u 1 shall lw lJappy to ,,(,lid my Hon Fflend Il 
COl'Y of tho Ad, Ilnd he will sec that it applies lrIdiscnminately to 
all l1eWRpaper~. 

00lollel W orlgwOOIl How 10llg \\'111 the Press Act he coutinUl:d 
sitel' Indil~ glib! Home RlIlo ~ 

Mr. Macle&h :J.l!kol\ the ~rcretltry of Sta.te for India whether 
he will lay upou t,he Ta.Me a lwtmll of the Ilumlx>r of neWlll)ft,perR 
and prC$llt\R t&..t have betll1 prooeeded against 111 India nutier the 
PI'f'1I8 Act ami fl)) t.he [hlfent'c 01 Inrlia Act lunoe thl1 heClHuiug 
of tb18 year 'I 

Mr. Montagu. r will _,sk thl1 Gm CJ'Ilment oi Iud)" to supple· 
ment the information fO! whil'h thtl HOll. Memher for West }:dm 
bollrg (Mr. .Tame~n) aIIKed 011 the :!:!nd .July 8Y a Return l(iviul; 
the!le particulars 

Government of India Bilt 
('JOlcmel Yate an:ed ~ ~e.ta,ry of State for ladia whether 

116 hu reoeived the deputation8 of extremists and soi-wAut 
modera.tes in c.()lIierence at the India Office, and, if so, will he accord 
tho same privil~g6 to the members of the non-Brahmin and ot1t.er 
4.\8putations now in England 1 

Kr. Montagu ~ I have done my best to receive and to auiAt a.D 
deputations from India, whatever their viewB, whenever 1 bve been 
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asked to do I!O I will certaiuly seo t,he non-"Brahmalll\S if they .... k 
to see me. , 

Colonel Yo.tc asked the SeoretllT) of State for Jlldil~ what h¥ ' 
lJeen the result of bis commuuiclltion to tlle Governmeut of lndt& 
regarding the grant of help to reprcselltath 011 of rural COlUl11unities 
ill India. to come to England to gi,'c cvident'6 hofon~ tbfl .Toint Select 
CmUlUltt6e on the Go\'ernm('ut of India Bill, RO as u) place the rural 
('ommullltieB on an equahty with the Brabmall 1\11<1 higher r.aste 
('ommunities of th(' towns 7 

Mr Monta.gn I hav6 not yet, leeehed the, IeWK of th(' Gmerll­
Ill(\M of Ind18. 

Colonel Yate asked the S6('re~y of Stnte for Iudla whether 
It w~ with the OOv1I'e of his Couucil t.hat he snmmollerl MI S Bc8llJlt 
n~ a wItness to gl\'e evidenoe he fore tIll' .Joint Relect ('ommittee on 
the Go, ernment, of India Bill ~ 

Mr_ Montagn I chd not SlIlIlmOIl Mrt-. &&1l1lt Ilh a witneil\ 
hefore the .J omt Committee I had 110 1)(IWer nO h. ~1\IJl1non MT~. 
ReM&lIt. I ha.ve 110 power so to SllmmOIl ILllylK)d, 

Colollel Yate Has the ri~ht hon. (1(.Htlemall rllllrl the "LIfe !Jod 
;\etn lt1es of Mrs. Resant" puhhsh{ld in ]lI(ha 7 

Mr Hpell.ker That 18 a matter for n Tl1'imt~' ')\I(,Mholl III t.he 
Lohh~'. 

Afghanistan and Mesopotamia 
!--1I .J n. HeeK ILSkerl t.he Secretar~ of ~tntt\ for lmila If he hal! 

all\ lufol'lIlation re~al'dillg the pellot'e with, alld lIituat.ioll lU, Afghanis· 
. tall. allft the 1)[0\,0866\ fllhlre of MeAOpotamlll, htlforn the Honse ri80l 
for the ltecess 1 

Mr. Mont~u 1 am abont to lnv PIl.Jler~ I cgal'dII Ig' Afghl\PlstNl, 
1 rep:ate that I am Il()t ill II. l1011ition t" 1I11\ke allY !ltateml'lltoS coneer· 
111(( thf' future of Mesopotamia.-

Punjab Rebellion (Courts-martial) 
Lieut.-Colonel Sir Frederick Hall asked the S .. cTetary oi 

State for India if hl& a.ttentioll has bee1l t'alled to the result .of 
"(1\11 t-lI\l\rtial pro80cutio1.& in conuectioll with the Punjah rehellion ; if 
11"1'11 PfolleCutlons hlwe heell directerl l4(ainilt, acts of pallHhe reu­
fallt'e aga.inst tht' Row latt. legislation and. if not, whether he 11'11 
gt"C fIOrne indicat,ion of the elMs of rrime for· whioh l)rosecution. 
havt) been initiAted, particuls.ry those in whirl! oapita.! M'nte,," 

, hu been )l88Ied t 
The Secretary uf Stau. (Mr. Montagn) -I have not yet had'. 

full report, but I \lnrietlltand that (''''pital And ot,ht'r seriOUR oIfe ..... 
ljl\rh ns waging War against the King, mnffler. rOhhery with viol.flee 
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b&~e been tried exolusively hy Co1D.~isaions appoin&ti b~ tbe ;Local 
GoverJlmellt under a H}leoial Ordinance, and ootIsi.t.int of ~ 
pel'B01lII of whom two at least must he judioial otlioe'l'llo MLHw 
otrenoos have hccu 'tried and penalties inlticted by CourlII-mariial, 
the vreflidillA ofliC(ll"1I ohoillg generally a civilian e:tercliling thu 
p,owers of ~ fir"t elaill magi8tra.~!. 1 understand t~t at'ts of 
'pall8iv~ resistallcc" wefe Dot III thcnweh 011 t,retted aH \:rif'eJII l' lIy 

the PUJ\jab a.nthm itics. 
Sir }<' Ha.II: 111 iho VICW of -the uutn16 Htatel'4lent'l Ill/ide III 

certain llOrtiollK of the Prl'MII alld the mjllry lik'lly - to 1)0 rlfmc i'I1 
IndlB, will tho Ru:ht. HOIl HblltlemBIi take carll to !!eo- th'Lt hu. 
Teply it, Tnade, kllown 11l 11111111. 1 

Mr. Moutagll YUtl, :-Illo 
Ca.ptaiu Orml'lhy Go)"e :18lwd the l':i('crt!tary of l'i~t~l for hllliu 

w}wther l!elJt.eIl('tl~ I"llt'tllltly liMBed ,hy ~l)()eial Miltary ('oll,011'1 ill 

tho l'ulI;a.h tIIdnded, -III ml(htioll fo RelltenCl'lfl of imllrlPoOlIIlwilt, 
l'OllfillCaholl of the [llopetty ot l'C1SOll~ ~o s()lltellced ; ",beth"1 ~\1I'11 
I'UutOlH:lJR neuu!!san!y UI\ oh I' UlC destitlltioll of tbe iJIIlc)( ellt \\ n I'!; 

I1wl (Ihlldrell of olf("lJdcl°~ , amI w!lfltbcr be WIll take step!! to r,'~i;;tt 
~uLh NetIWIlCI:" tort hWlth I 

M1' ;\fOllt""l(lI "\1y hOIl .w(1 j:alla.ui ]<'11(,11(\ presumably rl'tN'I t~ , 
1I11nttm('('K 1'1101<81'{\ lIy COnlJlIl881011 of throo Juoges B}lpoillh'll U1ld\!r 

Sl'0euJ,1 OrciillRnl'l'h 1:11111'1' the IndIan P(,lIul COlll1 t,he forfeitlllr uf 
l'rOlllll'ty iR part, 01 tlH' l' tl lll1lty prm inell for the otfE'nce~ of "'11~1I1" 
war ogaitlHt Hit' KIIIIl, 01 att.emptWg to do S0, or ('oJlcctill~ nt"Ill~ fOf 

t.hat, I'lIrpos(' Tho COlli is hu.v\l fhOloiorll 110 (tJJtlOlI but to 1 IIC!tU [I' 
tha.t III thll HllII"I'IILO 011 pC1I'oOIl)' foulld guilty But, thf} GO\l'lllllW1l1 
,'XIl.m111t'1R 1\11 lilll"h l°!\'f\('K ,\11,1 10l'mlts OJ" reduces thitl llt'llalty 111 
('1180S 111 whwh It wOIlI.! iJII oh I' thll nrstJtutioll of, Hlt' fnnll]' 
Tht'llO<'nl OO\I'111T11l'lIt hUR dlJl'd<ld that ~,hl.' order- of foril'lhu',· 
shonld Hoi Ill' e,~1 lied (lilt, III eUIIIIf\ wb!'\"{' the COIlVlct!",! l'(,lhllll 

doe!! llot pn.\< 111( OIlll' Tnx 1lI (lo('~ Ilot \Illy J"t'HlII lltl c· ... ( ",,(Iil ~ 
HII :10 ll(lI' .UI1l1l11l. III Ot,)J(l1' rll~n'i tlll('Clul TCI 'ort II! to lie III,Ldl' til 
t,ho UOVOfllnl<lllt 

( ~olmJeI "('c1~\\oocl I~ IlIlha thl' Ollly l'<tlt. of the BJJt.j"h I III I'" I' 
fhere tIl(' s('lIhlll(W 01 (,Ollti5(,n.tWII of l'fO\lOl t~ It. pC! nlltted 1 

Mr MOlltagu I do 1I0t kuow tha.t 
Colonol Wodgwood I ~ t hll ltJ!o(ht HOIl Hentlemau a.walt' 01 1\1l~ 

otlll'r lJlll t of th(, BrItish Empllll Wh(1f(' hy'~elltcncc " man's 1'I'opN1y 
0011 he takll ll Bway '! 

Mr, MOlltagu 0 f1'ho 'IU('stlOlI 1111 tho 1'1l1lt'1 null' de,als ",ith }lIclill. 
Ca.ptam Ormsby,Uoro 'Vhll.t is meant hy .. waging WBY' 1l!!:lIlJst 

the Govel'nmoJlt ill C01l1loot101I \\,Ith tht'8e riots 1 



Mr, MOJltagu" The OWMWl' of WIII,IIilJg WIU Clgaillllt Ill(' (JO\e.rn: . 
numt if\' an otfene& denltwith ill tlit' IndiaJl PCIIILl Cod'(', al1~ th. 
f~' of the ease 3l'e .Judged· by l'ommiuionel'l!. I hllVtl flot. yet 
rooehtM a fun report of the8(' Cll8eIl, 

ROwlatt l.egiaJation 
CaptMlI OrntRhy-Horl; 1~a1U'd t·hl." ~('('ret~'I'~ of ~tat(\ fOJ I.IlIliu,· 

whether he bas rll('cived, aud j" C'tmtililll HA' t~1 rot'ci ve, rel'rtl~ellta.tiolljl. 
fr(Jm varK.tu1i lJltart~~rR in Ind. regarding thll Rowht.t, LfI,I!'lBJn.t-iOIl, 
and wh'ether lie I',ll,n ta.ke auy tltel'~ to a.llay th., I1Jlell.lll110MOl evideuoo­
t.d by fluch repl'B'I6l1tatiolll:! I 

Mr, MOllttl,ltU; I ha."ll ref'{'n ed a large 'IUmh.'1 of ('omnl\IJl1Cl~­
t,\OIlS from IlJdia Olt t,hc" f\uhj('ct of thl' }{ •• wlat,t LI',.d",latioll, lLuli 
J WQuki take thifl ()pportumty of ma.klng it ('IOI\r t.hat. 1 h/tve 
given them DlY beAt ('oDllderlIotlUti from t.he 1'0llit uf V16'" It'farred 
to III th(l 1a.tIt part. of t.he (jUt>fltioll. J h!lhM t' that. t.h{· ll(lWl'l ~ ~ivt\n 
to the cltecutiw by t.hc Hmvlatt l,(·;.(!"lat;1011 141 P 1/(,l'eRlmr~ lit the 
present hme, and tllllt 111111'(1 an' 110 1'p,abOIll\I,)c' ~. nnnds lor th .. 
IlPllrehml!uortR felt 111 Trulla The A(~t ltl'lc\f lK \ahtl for It P(' 1'1 Off 
01 thrM YOlll'R Ollly, nft,eJ whwh th,' \~ ho)o IW)RitIOJI wII hI' roneulered. 
({ the 'i.lI/lrc1ncal and 'tIl \ ollltlOlJsry '.\.I·tIOW. agll.l1lllL \~ h1l'h the Act 
i" lramen arc ahandolJed, thll Ac·t II ill lIot 1.(1 n!led /tlld fh,'](' will !.K. 
I/U /Joce'lli&l y for lU; r(llltlwai. 

London School of Tropical Medidne (Treatment of officers) 
ColollC'1 Yate a ... h .. cl tl]l' ~O(,I\'t3.1J 01 Stale fo, [Iulla. 

." hether, COIlbJ(ieflllg <thl' I III port.aIH " 01 t.hl' ,!.WIHI' utl~ ,~ll.I.lll'enjPlJf 
made hy him iol' the tn'lttllJt'llt IIf ('nJI .weI lIIiht;uy O!b"l'fll fWIlI 

IllIiJU. snifel'llIg hom t.lOpH'aJ (h"eas('l\ at tIll' h"'"Jl,tal of th(l Loudoll 
School of Tl'll}leml Mm/JcLllc, Ill' 11111 takto "h'\," to h,I\(! Illn It'ccnt 
,tlllWIlIJCeml'Jlt Oll t.he Hlll!)(·('t plll,h~Q('" III I lid Iii. fVI til!' IlIItHm:t 

tiOl1 of .L11 (OIlCeTm'cl ./ 
.\11 MOIl1!L1>:u Yl'~, I'iIl . 

Cotton Culhvahon (Sukkur Barrage) 
;';n ,) lJ. J{ef'J- ,1"),.,') 1111' ~j'(. dILl'} of :-itall' 101' Illeliu 

wlwt.IH'1' the (;O\("II11I('l1t "j III(l1a hlUl IIJllh'} f'OlJlIldt'r:~t.JoJJ tht' 
l"(\coll1mPlJd,~tioll of t.ill' ] lit 11,\11 ('oLio" ('ll1J1tnlt.k,· t ha.t HlIkkllr 
,..rrdogc flhollid he (OIIi>tl nrft'd 111'1111 thf' I1Jdll>l 111 orr(I'f to tofTI'I't 
t.hc cxtelo'llOIi ot tho f'\tltn atl')J1 of J,,"g >ltal'll' (,~JU~IJI III SlIlIl '1 

Mr MQllhlgll' I hopI' to tla'H<Jlllt ~hOl tl:y to fhl' (:mt'fllllleut 
of ludm tbtl adVIce t)f thl' "Em}III(' Cotto" (~ro\\-IIII( C'.Jmnllttcc 
nil thl! lecommelldatil)l1~ rn IIA. 1(· hy tIll' hill Ian ('Olmmt.tAII1. 'fhl' 
t;Q\crumellt of IIt.ha WIll tiwll. it Ibl:'Y han. lfOt ltlrl'ady dVIH' "0, 



.. It INlifl{ TN P..J.B£(AMENT {ft. W<C. 

~ the' w~ le}lOS't. ilJclnm"W' the ~_4ion·"'Ww 
to.'hkbr~ 

~~t of bsdia 8M (Select Cu. ...... ) 
C~ollei. VPrte ¥ked the !'~tary 2f Sfute'fgft04is whether 

he wlll,iW:ect ,f,he GovcrW!lent of l~fl, til rOiluest t~ pr~nt 'Gover­
nors il the provim'es which I§ubinittt.>d 1\11 altm-ative S('~e ~! Hie 
l,!>th ,.Tall.uary last to 1I0millllo~C J"llIlrese1ltatives, eli)ler'llow l\l I,bis 
C,OUll.U1' or ill ludiu, to eXpfCltl! their vle,,~s hei()re'thfl .Taint ~lect 
OQ\ll1Plttce 011 the (fo\ crnlnQJ.~ of India ~11I ? ' 

MI'. MOlltagu No, S1I', 
o Oolonel Yaw 111 v~" of .the,RJght ROll. Gl1l1t.leJ''"~''jl8~teUll;lIt 
~btl, other (lA.Y tht "e 1'~p~lI~,tbe -W'()V,lIlClOl GO\·erllme~.s, may I 
&J¥ how he' CfI,lI ren.1'esent thosc (;ov~lII~nt8 ,,,ben hifi9p1IJiqol> 811) 

dl"-.,Cjl)' ()P~ to theil 'oe)'VIl'l . . • 
'Mr, Montagu: 1 will t&k(' t.lre most SC1'l\}mlous cal! ~\lat th~,r 

viiJw~. ~' put heU:llc tlw ,conuni.t.~.- l, .1,ndtl'fl.l~ t"at the 
oQnmuttee hn.~'e .alre&b' ded.lell to.het\1 t\j.e ~videw~e'o( qlle of t;hUi!4,! 
wbo drew Ull the n.iwrlIatn IJ 1\C}leme. 

, Colonel Y ILte ' May not the otbf'f 1\, I' also he rerresente(n 
Mr, MOlltRgn' If fjl'(' men draw IIp Il 1II'heme' I'Flllould M\'4' 

t,hol'\iht,it 8uffieitwt. to hlJ,\e 0116 to {·xplaiu It 
91Q}llll Yate HnM tIlt· Right. Bon. Gentleman. uotnmated 

001 .. tuliA 1IlaIl to J.epresent bll. Hl'W8 ~ Ho\\' many does lw dlrertly 
tiQ~D~1 . 

'Mr, Morl't&g\\ My 111m. antl j.,'1\llant {nend sbckil to his poillt 
ver~ h"rd Thfl ()thcl dny 1 ll'Jkerl hIm to sug¢f\st to iDe the rnunt'b 
flf witlltlllll(,S he ~/l:ht mIght to llC called hy the Keloot. CommIttee. 
H'O did 81'., &IIO'f 't/nve (l{)lMhJnfliCl\ted these names tn the oon\m'rt.tee, 
and I hlrl'e etl'lry ltopll1lltat they-will he caned 

Cokmel Wedgwoorl' &eihg that it 1f! the Government of India 
that. is in QllestlOll, "Ill It lIot. he l)()~l!ibl(' to call more Indiaus 
Il(lfore tlle Committ(ll', Why sbould penllle hke l"\iJl!\t Rai he 
proltibitled {tom eomllcg til thlll ('O\\IItry to gn e evu}enoo ./ 

Mr. Mcmt.a(t\l T 11a\o not the slightest. donbt that the Com­
Dnt.toee will can {Ol' I\lIrl get what, ('vidence iN reqUIred, 

CoIOl$l Yo.te asked the Heeret&ry of State for hIdla whether, 
.considering ,t.hqt· the ,lw~. c)..w,nists I\od soi-dultant moderates 
arc repJ'6/lell~ hy·large ot'lmiltioll8 n'o~v tn this country, and that 
th<'rt' are .. ,,)' orpl\isatioIJi'oi Mn}lsmInadans and the working 
olaues of India wl,uch nro prtl\ellt(l(l hy want of money from sending 
tlaeir represenWh ('8, as the) IU'e most anxious to do. the Gourn­
~nt of India will pr~l\ ioo tb<, llM'ellf!ary nuKl.. in Ordl'T that thet!Et-



·J~LY ~"l !1NJ!:lJU1j',lJJf'f~ .. 
fOOI"iepoJe _'_~dy repreIJIuted aad fA. M«d in ...... ,\' 
of equality before the Jllint &1ect Cotnmitt."tt • .a.Q.j .. ... 
of Iudia Bill~~~,.~~~ B~~ ~ ~h~r ~~~~'~~~~' • 

¥r. ~. I have felMIstAMlly stated: that f win c;lq aU lit 
I'1\l )Ower ki ~t loi- the Joint'C9Diafittoe lIouy evideHOe fOr ~~h it 
.~ I if'> Dot 'l'egaro the bon. 'llJ\d gallant. Mem'bet'tt.e.~ 
as pfactlo&,\}~. ' . . I' " ' , 

" . .co1~1 't4~: Is th~ Ri8~ Roll. Oeutleru&ll UQt ~ _ 
rural cOmnlit{e"8 In India bal'e IIJ'plied to the Uoveromeut' vi 
India for help to ()QllIe and give eviden«l'e' Are Ilot their Vi" .... tAl 
he represeuted '1 

Mr: Mon.: I uuderstiatid"'Itjh&t 'ale Governmuut haa not 
helped 'aft? deputatiOn td oorne 'tb j th?s (lOlrnt;y; bUt has .iasrtf 
l,rovi(ted' &ciTitiel! for tftosfi who wish fib come ~t ihtlre own hl'l01ief. 
1 do Jt9.t,!lee how it is llOlll!lihle to differentiate iJetW'eert' ~ ~-
t,io)) u.:6~ al'lbther. ~' -.' , .I ' 

.. ' d'blonet'Yate "rhese peo~1e are poor'~riClt1eur18t~.l Why IlMuld 
nofQovettt1neJIt 'gi~e them help to come to this country. . 

Mr. ~outa.g\l . If my han. a.nd galla.nt l4'ri'6ud ~lIhe8 to add that 
suggelltion to the otbers'he b'loS madO 'I wnl 'certainlY oom1Qqtlioate 
it to the GOvernment. . , , 

Licut Col9uel PO\f.lla11 ask,ed' the Hecrol#Y of Sta& fdr 
hl(iia whethe\- he will suggest f:Q the Joint Select eon, •• on 
tbfl GOyeinment uf IlIdla.lIill thp a.dviaa.biflty Of taking ~~idtjace ' a. 
wme of those who ha\ e rece\ltly held provincial GoV6'Y}O .... &to 
Qt~;r high o1llci8.l pOtntiQlls'l . , , . 

. Mli. Mou~' Yes, Sir, cen.,iijly. r.-~, tht evideuca 
aJreII!d"taken by the COJllDut~ haa )Jee~l qf ,~ ,Jtind ~rmcl 1», 
and a.s I informed the hall. IWd gallant,. Me~ for Melton I .hal,be 
~1)y to aw,bmit further ll&Illel5 for ~_,QOIJIlnittee'.s1 OOIIIIi~ 


