
fJ'NFttl- "Biors . 
pond, wllere ~he Wian WODlea were originall,- 'ltlCa W. th, IDOfDillg 
by . . the coaatabWal'7·ofIicera. There BpecialCapiablet Caldwell. Sa". 
aDd JalJlet Blown (pOlice van driver) were eeTerely beaten ane:! woun· 
tiM And the pollee driven liaeE to Toorak rOad. The MAgiattate was 
iIAed ~ attend by lnap')Ctor Swinbouroe. The Chief Police Magistrate 
and a party of BOldien under IIIIjor Kno:l IlOOII afterwatde arriYed on 
thc~." 

The Inspector·General himaeU arried upon the acene about the 
same time .. the Military. The Indiaos who bad been participating 
in the riot ran int-o lOme houses in the neighbourhood. Colonel 
Golding oroered these houses to be surrounded and caused all found 
inside to be diaarmed and eollected in one spot. A Party of 175 
men and a women were marched down to the police lltation under 
escort. Meanwhile, Colonel Golding despahlhed some especials, 
under command of Inspector Swinbourne, to deal with a orowd of 
Indians armed with sticks who. had been reported as coming into 
Suva from another quarter .. This crowd was intercepted and forced 
to retire to the outskirts of the town. 

17. Late in the evening I visited the police station and con· 
gratulated the police and special cOllstables on the way in which 
they had bandIed a very difficult and dangerous situation. I also 
visited the hospital, where J saw Mr. W. Savage and Mr. C. Cald
well, Special Constables. They were both very badly inj.ured and 
almost unconscious, Mr. Savage's head alJd face being a mass of 
bruises, while Mr. Caldwell had an arm and-several ribs broken. I 
also saw Mr. Pilkington, a gentleman, over 70 yean of age, who 
had very pluckily go,,\3 to the assistance of the police and .had had 
an arm broken. 

l§. At an ea.rly stage of the trouble it had become apparent 
to me that naval or military assistance, or both, from outside the 
,Colony would be required. Even if a sufficient foroe could have 
been organised locally, it was clear that the Indians would never 
believe in its sufficiency; and the inevitable result of a collision 
between several thousands of Indians and a force which they believed 
they could overpower, although in the end the armed force . would 
probAbly have prevailed, would have bOel) a rosort to rifle and 
machine-gun fire involving serious bloodshed and damage to property. 
In the circumstances I decided to 8o!ik the GO"ernment of AuatraHa 
to send a warship, and at the same time, in case a vessel should 
not be available fr-om Austraha or should Dot arrive in time, to 
ask the New Zealand Government for assistance also. Both requests 
were genelOll8ly and promptly complied with, and I desire to record 
the deep Ioppreciation of tbe Government and people of this Colo
ny of the action of the Commonwealth and the Dominion Autho· 
riti$El. The witltance from New Zealand, which arrived first, 
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oouiateci Of & detachmeot of 60 officers and men of the Ne .. Zealand 
~ce Fol'OOl with Lewi8 gun section8. These arrived · on the 
morning of 12th Februao' on board the New Zealand Gov;rnment 
vessel lulanekai. Being uncertain at what point thie f~.lDjght 
be first required, I had r8quetiUd the Tutafttlcas to proceed to 1evuka 
and there to await developments. On the night, however, of 12th 
February, in view of the serious· affray in Suva and poasibility of 
further trouble here, I requested the l'uta'lleA:ai by wireleaa to come 
direct to Suva.. The arrival of the force was most opportune. A 
portion of the force was immediately called upon to support. the 
polioe in preventing the incursion of crowds into Suva and generally 
in restoring order in the town and neighbourhood, while late in the 
same day a seotion was despatched by launch up the Rewa river 
in order to reinforce the }'ijian police a.nd Defence Foree already 
Btationed at Nauaori, who had had to deal during the day with 
seriollB disturbanoes amounting to riot. . 

19. The following is a detailed account by Inspector A. Pictor, 
of the Fiji Constabulary, 011 the riot at Na.usori on 12th Feb· 
ruary:-

"On aCCOllllt of trouble occurring I!.t 8u VI!. on the 11th iUbLant in the 
nftcl'llOOll, t!le special comtah1cs .... ho hnd alrrarly bccn sworn in were 
mobilisl,I, rifles issued an(l Nauoori picket.c,1 wit.h posts of regular and 
~l)"cial constabulary 1 hal. nig"t. No dibturhance occurred, however, 
all(l not~illg out of the or,linnry until 11·20 P. M. it was found that 
the tdcl'honc wiJ·cs..to [o;UV& hall b~l'n cut. A 8pecial consta\;\~ motor 
cyclist, and lincliman were scnt out (0 locate the break, while despatch 
runners (Fijian) were Bent to [o;uva at the ~arne tlmc. The cut was 
lool\tl',l aurl reported to f'u va. On Tbursday, th" 12th insta.nt, crowds 
were reported al commg in at an tarly hour frOID HaTalcvu, Vuci, 
Waimboklllli, &C,' wlth st,icks, knivcf<, &1'., and concentrating at YUill· 

moni. These people did not Beem to know why th..y had been 6ufitmoned, 
awl a large numll('r dispf'rsl-d when cI!.Iled upon to do so. Iordend 
all stick. to he thrown away, 11.11,1 this was carri!'(l out. At 10·30 P. M.~ 
however, a crowrl of Bbout SOO men were reported &II coming from 
Suva rorection iowards DMu'IJ\'n. The bridges from Nllllinu to NansOI'i 
had prcviOUbly been reported as broken, nnt! tillS crowd were the l)n;r
petra tors. I at once rql~ircd t.o Da\U1I",u by launch with a detachment 
of Fijian constaUes, followed latrl· by a launch load of specials (wit.h 
rctles). A guard of six specials was nlr~ady poskd at DavuiL,,'u Hotd, 
and on arrival 1 foun,l the crow.(\ had Ila~sc.l the hotll HUrl ha-l pr()jro{ded 
to the pontoon Innding. I follo\\'(d them up and aske!l their intentions. 
Thry stated that th"y were going to Nausori and that nothing would 
stop them. 'fhe pOl1toon having previoubly bc£'n withdraw.. to Ute 
NauliOri sidE', tlu'y were unabk to proceed further, and • the FijiaD 
conbtat.les werc in thcir r"Rr. 1 call~ll UPOIl them to throw dowil 
thdr sticks and other arms therefore, which ahont. 50 p::r cent. did.; 
the l'emaind{'l', however, escaped up the roar! towlmls i"uva agnln. They 
wel'1., fo110wed lip and when OppOSIte the hotel the' special; , preViot15ty 
l'ef"rr,]d to reinforced the Fijiana. 1'hc crowd IlOmehow (libtained bther 
.. ticks and iron l'alilliti, hOIVtver, an,l their numbers wer~ monteUwitr 



bei!:l& . ""eUed",i~ ~i~meata broq~t ,.~ ~ 'EVllll5n~ ;boatl fNm 
t~,,!WJorilide.. . AI the tember of the orowed 11'18 ll(ly I ~ 1lQ~ 
aEUl. te~phoned N ausori to 1m ve a patrol Bent on to tM t'l ver to'~il\tt 
.Jio~\U1ioation buiween the NlUl80ri an4 DaYQilevu I~ lip prevent 
~ ~f!>roeme~ta, &nd requeited Captain Kane, the Di-'riot Commi· 
aaiOJlel'. to come oyer al I anticipated the l)ecetlity of muUag the 
Riot Act. At the lame tiole 1 sent for eelain Indian ~ I oould 
more af lell8 tmst /UlC1 try to disperae the crOI'l'd by' poacealltt' mc&J\!I. 
Thialatter move was euccessful, and the NauBOri men who had crossed 
in lIIllall boats expreillCd their deeirc to return to sheir own tiide peace
abg.. This was consented to, and the pontoon sent for j nobody, 
bO"ever, was to be !\lIoweU to land at Nauso:n with a stick. I tele
pbol1l.>d to Captain 1< addy, Officer CommaJlding Defence };'oroo, who 
had a guard on the Nausoti side of the po~toon·way, to request him 
to have tbis order enrorc(d, and to this he agret·d. Left lIJ the Naulori 
men, the Nasillu crowd rapidly disp~. the majority tbrowing away 
their sticks. ':rhe Constabulary then returned t.o the NausoT! Bide at 
2 P. H. Tile Con~tabulary had 6{)arcely landed at the Company's 
wharf, Nausori, when whist~li were hcard from the pontoon bridge. 
Collecting the ~'ijian cOllstaul·!s who had fallell In at thc first alarm, 
I proceeded to the spot, accompaniEd hy Suh-Inspector Tucker. On 
IIrrival at the bridge the Defence Forcc guard was found to be in 
difficulties, as lin angry crowd, armed with sticks, \\ erc on the bridge, 
and actually at gTil'S with severnl members. It appears the trouble 
MOlle through the pontoon guard tak.ing away sticks from the ~cond 
pontoon load of pcoille from the Davul1cvu hi.\c a8 rcquested. It was 
obviou.ly a case for swift mea.ures, amI so the Fijians were forllled 
up in front of the Defence Force guanl, across the bridge which WIIB 
then held by a line of FijIan cOllbtal,l"s, with fixeil bayonets. At 
~ight of these the cro\HI fell uack to the far cwl of the hridge, while 
the l-'ijiaTls werc 6ubjccte,1 to a livl'ly fusiladc of stones. I am gls(l 
to be IIble t.0 btate t.hat. no trained troops coulil have stood this mor8 
stcadlly than th" Fijians, whos.· behaviour throughout has heen -exen'p, 
lary. The special constahulary l10W came up behind the Fijillns, but 
seeing hodies of ths crowd movin I! back at a I un towards Vuci, I Bent 
U'e specials back io take up a po~iti(>n hlocking the Vucl road, which 
enters Nau.on opposite Marks storc at riglit nngLs to the rh'cr, whil.~ 
others were to hold the Nadurulouloll road, to prevent IJeople from thc 
Naullori coolie lincs taking us in revcrbC. 1I0th these forocs came face to 
faee witb armed crowds, hut the sight of the iiiit's and the C9olneS8 of 
the N. (), 0.'8 waa buflicicllt to meet the SItuation. CU\ltain Kane 1I0W 

a--rivcd at the bridge, and hnyini; spoken to the crowd without e1fect, 
J'-eOO the Riot Act. l'he crowd, un,ier the mil uellce of certain of libelr 
1 .... rll ,who were not inclined to violence, retll'£d blightly and gradually 
di8j~ecd without any firing tacking place. There were 110 further 
inelde,nts this day. On this dllte all European women and ch!1dren WeTe 
conccntrated at Nllusori, arrangcments havmg previou61y been made." 

20. ,T1w affair at Nausori on 12th February was t.be moat 
serious of any that have oocured. Although. however, the moat 
leri01ll!, it was not the last, for on the followiug day the police c&nl8 
into collisioD with a mob of several bundreds. of Indian. WDO bad 
b,enwa:eckWi bridges and telepbone wire. on the road beiwe&u 
Suva and Rewa. I cannot dS6Cribe this incident better than m 
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the words of the Inspector·General of Constabulary, who~e report 
ret& as follows:-

"On Friday the 13th instant at about 3 0' clock I received information 
t.ha~ Major Knox with some mounted men and his Lewi8 gun section 
were holding up at t.he Samabula Dridge a crowd of between 200 and 
300 Irulians who were demanding to be allowed to come into Suva. 
Pennission to do 80 had been refu8ed, and Mr. Pcnnefather, Chief 
l'olice Magistrate, had proc('('(1c,1 to the scene and called upon the Indians 
t.o disperse. The IndianF rdusefl and remainctl in thc vicinity of the 
bridge. I proceeded to the Bcene with inspector Swmbournc, Sub. 
Inspector J,uccninclli and party of 20 European spcial constables and 
Fljian Constabulary. I conferred with Mr. l'cnnefathcr, wbo told 
mc of the situation, whereuJlon I lold Major Knox, officer in charge 
of the Defence }<"orce party. that I was going to advance on the mob 
and asked him to follow up my party with his mountL-d men ln CaBC 

I should require their assiat.anc~. I then crosacd the bridge with thc 
constabulary antI hustlc,l the mob of Indians, taking cllre not to 
;.-.nid damage on thosp who <lid not resh,t. The main body of Indians 
rnn up the road n. distance of about 400 or (,00 yuros. and in the 
viCinity of an Indian dwelling house a number picked up poles and 
bludgeous and offered us serious resistance by flinging rocks, stonel 
an(1 sticks at us anI! ~trlking at us with theJY ",,'apons. One tall 
Indian I noticcd III l'artlcular ca'l'(' fnr me with a }l,I,', but was pcventcd 
reaching lOr hy onc of the Corporals of Constabulary, "ho was' himself 
51 unned by a staggering hlow. At this moment .. heard revolver and 
pistol shots bemg liml bddn<l me, hut I am unahle to Bay who fired 
them. I Haw Ruu-lnsp"et,nr T.ucdllndlI (l.i~chargc his revolver twice 
at the Indian who att.acked m<" but the shot.s did not take effect, a8 
I saw the Indian making off when I had onlt·red constables to tllke 
him ill flank. Har! not fire bpen opened on t.he crowf! of Inilians, 
who "astly outnumll('T('d uo;, 1 do uot hesitate to fay that there woul<l 
have been 8criou~ loss of l1fc on our 61de. I remalUed on the spot 
half·an·l10ur after t.11(' actiun an,l colk,~k<l the wounded Indians and 
COllsta\,It's and 11(1,1 them ronw)'ed to l"uya in till' police van for treat· 
ment at the ho~pital. Thr!'(' In<imns wcn' huffering from gunshof wounds 
(one of whom has since dIed) and several others from contuslOlls on 
the head and body." 

A magisterial enquiry was sub •. equcntly held on the death of the 
bdian who was killed, and the Magistrate's finding was that the 
case was one .1 ustifiable homicide. This was the only life lost, but 
th~ few shots that were fired and the death of thCl Indian may have 
been the means of saving greater loss of life. There is no doubt 
that the Indians had heen led to bel;eve by agitators that firearms 
would under 110 circumstances be resorted to by the Government 
forces-a belief which greatly increased the difficultiel of the 
police in effecting peaceable dispersals. I cannot speak too highly 
of the restraint and forbearance shown both by the European and 
by th" Fijian members of the constabulary and the Defence 
Foree in the three affray!! at. Toorak, Nau80ri, and the Samabula 
Bridge. 
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21. The pacification of the distriot between Suva and newa 

pleeented·DO little difficulty. On each side of the road bet'lWP! 
the two oentrea there an scattered settlements of Indians M a 
milO8lJaaeous ola.ss, of whom only & few were genuine strikers, and 
who, for the moat part, were merely out for trouble aDd ready to 
join foreea with any crowd that might collect either at Suva or 
at Rewa. After the Sama.bula affair it was neoesBlU'Y to patrol the 
Rewa road. At the same time it was desirable to give these 
people every chance of coming to an understanding with tht) 
Gov.ernment. Accordingly, with my consent, Mr. T. E. FeU, c. M. G., 
the Colonial Secretary, went out by motor-car on 15th February 
ill order to get into touch with the Indians in this neighbour
hood and to hear what they had to say. The attitude of the 
Indians after the events of the 13th was very uncertain, 
and, although Mr. Fell was. accompanied by two motor cyclists 
and arrangements had been made for relief in case of any mishap, 
the journey was by no mea.ns unattended by risk. After at first 
displaying considerable mistrust, about 50 Indialls collected and 
were addressed by Mr. Fell, who explained the position to them 
from the point of view of the Government, assuring them that 
if they were law-abiding and peaceful the Goverument was ready 
to help them, but warning them that if they persisted in o(lpoling 
the GCl'ernment and damaging property it would their own fault 
if they found themselves in trouble. Having eventually received 
assurances from the Indians that they would do 110 more damage to 
property or interfere with men gur.rding the roads and that they 
would obey the law and 1I0t assemWe ill crowds without permission 
Mr. }<'ell gave permit,s to a few IndialJ storekeepers to come into 
Suva Po make neceBSSry purchases, and told them that, if their 
conduct warranted it, a larger number would bo allowed to come 
"into the town later. The meeting was not regarded by Mr. Fell as 
entirely sat.isfactory, but it clearly pointed to the advisability of 
appointing a civilian official to act as intermediary between the 
Government and the Indians and to take note of any complaints 
against patrols operating in this area. I therefore appointed Mr. C. 
E. de F. Penne-father (Magistrate, Suva) as Political Officcr for thia 
purpose During the ensuing 10 days Mr. Penuefather paid .frequent 
visits to tbe district and received numerous minor complaints, which 
were aU investigated and, aa far as possible, adjusted. I believe 
that this appointment had a good effect. 

22. The difficulty of restoring order in Suva was increased by 
the preaetlCfl of bands of young Indian hooligans, who together wilih 
the women, were chiefly responsible for the intimidation of loyal 
Inm8Jll '01' preventing them returning to work. At a meeting of 
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~
.Ja4m., -.ppointed the OOllnni_~ expreuiDl:a d~~~' 

, ;, . .forthwwh. and asking {or ·protection agaiuet i~. TiM 
'. eJfeetive·way of ensuring protection lot the )oyaleleJa&ntPdot' 

pr.e,,'Rtiog further riotous behaviour by, theae }I()Oligan. (or Hluri .. 
illP." lIS Mr. Badti Mabaraa delCribed them in com'el'S&tion with 
ae) \Vas to prescribe an area within which movements and gather.
ita of Indians should be restricted and to wbich only those soould 
be admitted who were engaged in wna fide business or employment. 
011 12th February the Legislative Council passod an Ordinance 
enabling the Governor in Council to take certaiu measures lor the 
Imblic safety in the event of civil commotion, and under this Ordi~ 
nanee a simple but effective system of permits was iustituted, and an 
aM a, including the greater part of the town of Suva, was prescribed 
with the above objects. The system has worked satisfaetorily, and, 
wnile it has had a good disciplinary effect on the disorderly element, 
has involved the least possible irksolDeness to the law-abiding Indian 
population. The policy will be to relax it gradually, and already 
O8l'tain of the restrictions at first imposed have been removed. 

23. His Majesty's Australiau Sloop Mm'gitel'itl! alTived at Suva 
on 14th February and after lemainiJlg for a day, paid a visit to the 
north-western coast of Vitilevu, I have reasen to believe that the 
appoarance of this vossel had an excellellt effect, and I greatly regret 
tha.t it has only been possible for her to remain in these wa.ters for 
one month. The Government forces were further augmented by the 
arrival, on 16th Fehruary, of 200 natives from bau, whom Mr. G. 
M. Hennings, a leading residellt in the Lau Group, had volunteered 
to recuit and who formed a most useful auxiliary to the wlice in 
patrolling roads and prot.eoting bridges. I may here say tgat the 
attitude, both of the local Fijians and of those who were recruited in 
IJl\u, Rewa, Navua and elsewhere to assist the police, has been mOlt 
grat.ifying. They have shown a kllen desire to help the Government, 
and thore hll,.e heel! \'ery few complaints of v8xatious behaviour 
towards the Inilians with whom they have been brought in contact. 

24. On 15th February the HOIl'ble Badri Maharaj, M. J ... C., 
arrived at Suva and prooeeded to Nausori, where M addreased fit 
meetingo{ Indians, warned them al:aiust the danger into whieh the, 
wert' being led by agitators, and strongly advised them to rettlJTl t6 
lVOrk. This adrice, followillg llpon the prompt measures taken b, 
the Government to dellol with the riotel'!!, appI}rently had • go«l 
eJfaot. 00 the following day, 16th February, the strike ~ed .. 
mddenly &I it bad began, and the Indians at Rew&, Suva aod N ••. 
were a11 reported to be returning to work. ._ '. 

215. I am glad to say that" although elforts WtH D~ 
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made by the agitators to extend the strike to the principal sugar 
centres in the north-western districts, there has been no trouble 
amOlJg the large fndian population on thaI, side of the maiu i~lal\d. 1t 
was persisteutly rumoured that large bodies of Indians from the north 
coast were arranging to march across the country to join in II. concen
tl'ation at Suva, but nothiug of the sort happeued. The Indians re
sidiug in Suva, Nausori, Na\'ua and on the south oost generally are 
of fL different aud, getJerally speaking, of all illferior class t.o those be
IOligUlg to the !lort-wostern districts. Th:lre has always beeu a ten
dOllcy for malcolltenLs alld bad characters to gral'itate towalds tho 
south tOast celltres. Neither is there allY idlllltity of interests bet
weoll Indialls 011 the i:'iuva side aud thos!) elRLlwhoro. Tho latter in
elude a considerable elemellt of Sllhst.alltial tlane-growel'~ who IlILI 

themselves employers of labour"alld who have a stake ill the country. 
If strike had extonded to the north-western distrir.ts, it would pro-
1mbly have been from differont causes (e,g" dissatisfaction with the 
trrms otfered by the Colonial ~\lgar Refilling Company as regards the 
pl'ice of canel and the rate of wages). While the Government has 
been by no means free from anxiety cOl'clJrniug possible developments 
ill the north-western districts, this anxiety was in a large measure 
rdiel'ed by all announcement which the Colonial Sugar Hefilling Com
pany ml~de to the Indian CaJ](l growers at Loutoka alld other oentres 
011 I he 4th February, This was briefly to the etfect that an addit.ional 
bonus of 2.1, ()d, per tOll would ho paid to growers for their cane, to
gether with a speci!\l grallt of 20.1, pel' acre on all land under proper 
l'ultil'ation, Although this cOllcession applies to the present year only 
"lirl still leaves growers ill uncertaiuty as regards tho treatment for 
rut uro ~mr8, alld although I Itu.v(J not yot hoard that the offer has 
l,een dofillitely acceptod, thorA is reason to hope that any immediate 
It;:olihood I)! a geueral cos::l,1tioll of work ha.s been averted. At the 
':~nJO lime it is to ho regretted that tho cOllccssion was not made 
l'.lrlior. If it had beoll, it i~ possible that the st.rike at. NauBori, 
which has beou the chief canse of anxiet.y alld expen8e to the Govern-
1I1l)lIt, might have boeu avoided. 

The following order of prohibition and removal of Mr. D. M. 
Manilal was handed over to him on the 27th March 1920. 

Order under Peace and G()()(l Order Ordir~(11/,ce 1875, Fiji. 
"Wil, reaH by the Peace and Good Oroer Ordmance, 187&, til£' Governor in 

('''UIICit is cmpow('red by Ortler under illS hallll to prohilnt any person whom be 
~hall bt·lien' to be dIsaffected to the Klllg or otherwlhC dangerous to tue peace and 
g"v<i order of the Colony, from residing or being Within any particular ,listrict or 
dlbtrictH of the Colony during any space of time not pX(){'cding two years, and by 
ttle same or any sutntequent order under his haud to authorIze and dlfcct that if 
'ueh prohIbition be Il(.t oooyed forthwith or withm a speClfieti time, the person 
dlKobt'ying tbt. same shall be nfTestt~\ .:u1<1 imprisoned beyond t.hl' limits ot thl' 

49 
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prohibited rlistrlct and in snch removal force may IX> IlsM if nPNi he fOT th .. 
jlIIlrposes thereof; 

"And ",herpae the Governor in Council lW'licvPfi thRt. DO(,j,or Maglnmal 
Ma~i\al is dangerous to the peace and good order of the Colony, 

"Now, th!'refore, by and with the advice of my Executive Council, I do ~y 
this order und!'r my hand prohibit the saiel Doctor Maginmal Manilal from resid
ing or being within all or any of the underm~nt.ioned districts of the Colony nuring 
the space of two years, that is to say, the r.land of Vitilevu, the Island of Ovalau, 
t.he province of Macuata. 

"Anrl I do further, by and with the advice of my Ex('cutive ('ouneH, by thIS 
order undrr my hand, authorize and direct that if the above prohibition be not 
obpyer\ within thp following specilkn time, that is to say, by or brfore noo'n on 
the first day of AprIl ]!l20, tlwn and in such CBS(' the said Doctor Maginmal 
Manilal shall bt' arrested by the Inspector Gl'neral ('omtabulary or by Rny Police 
Const"bk or by any other Peace Officer within thl' Oolony and imprison('d, and 
~han b~ removed being so arrested and impri~oned beyond the limits of the prohi
llltrd rli~t.Ti<·tA, an<l in such removal force may lw u.ed if need be for the purpoSf's 
thpTN)f. 

Dat.c<II~t Government Houy,', Ruva, this tw~nty-se.('nt!J nay of March, IH20. 

The Fiji Government published the following Petition 
from 1500 Indian Residents to His Excellency the Governor of 
Fiji, dated ApTil \ at 1920. 

"We, the unilersigned, Inilian residents, beg most respectfully 
to submit the following representations to His Excellency the 
Goveruor for his kind consideration. We h"ve learned with 
profound son-ow that an order has been served by His Excellency 
the Governor on Mr. Manilal, our foremost leader in Fiji, which 
amounts to his expulsion from this country, We deeply griove 
for this and earnest,]y request Hie Excellency to cancel the order 
immedIately. We beg to express ollr views regllrding the matter 
that we do not want to live in this conn try if our leader or 
leaders are expelled from here. We would also mentioh here 
that in caRe our l'etition is not considered favourably, we all intend 
to retmn to our mother country together with Mr. Manilal. We 
would therefore request Your Exoellency's Government to make 
immeiliate arrangements for repatriation of those amongst us who 
are entitled at this moment to a free ret,nrn passa.ge to India. We 
m'l.Y suggest t.hat if these arrangements cannot be made immediately 
the order for Mr. Manilal be withdrawn for the pr6gent and post· 
poned, until the Government can make t,he above-mentioned arrange
ments asked for. Otherwisfl, we would refrain from doing any 
work in the Colony until we are repatriated, as a prot.eat against 
such action of the Government. We do not mean to interfere 
with the work of Government of this Colony, but we fitly 
expresil our feelings. The simple thing is that, as we have already 
stated, we do not want to live in this oountry without a proper 
eader to gnide us and one who safeguards our interesU!. If it 
9 contended tbat he hal'! eommitted &ny oft'ence or bas broken 
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any law of the country, we do not see any reason why t·he Govern
ment prefer expelling him from here rather than proceeding 
against him in a Court of Justice. III the absence of a prosecution 
against him we are inclined to think that it is because he might 
be an undesirable person, ill the estimation of the European commu
nity and the Government of this country, in advocating our case. 
In tha.t case we do not Bee bow any self-respecting Indian can"" 
coutinue to live here any longer. In view of the above fact we 
submit the petition, hoping that it will receive due consideration at 
the 'hands of His Excellency's Government. In the absence of a 
prompt reply to this petition we will be compelled to stop 
all work fo the future, and get ready to return home." 

To this His Excellency the Governor sent the following 
reply dated April 14th 1920. 

His Excellency the Goveruor has received the p~t.ition of 
Indian residents in the Ba district, with referelloe to the order 
reoently served on D. M. Mallilal. 

The order in question prohibits Manilal and others from rosidillg 
for two years in VitiIevu or the Macuata Province. Outside these 
districts the persons concerned may go where t.hey please alld there 
is no restriction on their movemellts. Tho order was issued by the 
Governor in Council aftor full deliberat iOIl because these perSOlJS aro 
believed, while resident in allY of the districts mentioned, to be danger
ous to the peace aml good order of tho Colony_ Under no circums
tances will His Excelloncy reconsider the decision, and ho dismisses 
forthwith the request in the petition that he should cancel the ortier. 

Manilal has uot d6Cei ved the Goverument, but he has grievously 
decei~d the Indians at Suva sud Rewa with the result that mally of 
them are in prison or awaiting trial, while La bas been careful to 

_ave his own skin. Loyal Indialls here have rfotestod to His Excellency 
against these agitators, \\10 are respollsible for the recent trouble, 
being allowed to remd-in at large while their dupes are pUIJished. 

Manilal has been the wor~t elwmy of lndiau progress iu Fizi. Ii 
the petitioners kuew all that t.he Govtll'llmeut kuows about him they 
would rejoice at his departure. It is eutirely owillg to him aud to thl' 
trouble which he has caused that the GoverJlmeut has beeu ullable to 
proceed with its intention, already publicly alll'.oullced, to make provi· 
aior} for the election by the Indiall commulJity of two representatives 
in the Legislative Coullcil. This would, in the Governor's opinion, 
have afforded a safeguard of Indiau illtorest~. such as the Petitiouers 
desire, and a constitutiona.l means of 'Voicing Indian 8.spirat ions 
through their ehoseD and recognised leaders. The enforced POfltpOlJe
mont of this important concession haa been a matter of regret to His 
Excellency. 
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The p3titioners ask the.t if the order against MlUlilal is not with· 

drawn they may be repatriated, and they threaten to strike. As 
regards repatriation, arre.ngements bave already been m&de for two 
.hips to cume to Fiji to fetch those who are entitled to repatriation 
and who wish to go. The first Rhip is due to arrive at the end of next 
month, and it is hoped that the second wjl\ follow not long after. 

,Lists of those desiring to be repatriated are being prepared, and 
those who are entitled to free passages and wish to go should send in 
their names to the Agent General of Immigration. The Government 
haa no desire to impede or delay the departure of those Indians .who 
do not wish to remaiu in Fiji. Malcontents are not wanted here. 

As to the threat of a strike, the petitioners are making a grave 
mistake if they think that the Government is to be intimidated by 
threats of this nature. The petitioners state tbat "they do not mean to 
interfere wit.h the work of the Governmont." If, by this. they mean 
Lhat they do not intend to commit any bl'each of tho peace, His Ex
cellency strongly advises thorn 10 abide by this intention. Any die· 
order or violation of t.he law will be promptly and sternly dealt with. 

Mr. ManilaI's Letter. 
Mr. Manilal's version of the affair is given in the following 

letter which he addressed to the Press on February 19th 1920. 
Hince my arrival here in Fiji I have strenuously laboured to have 

an end pnt to t.he system of il!deutured labour which was slavery in 
disguiso. Eve'ltually the system received its crn,p de gracp. Oil the 2nd. 
of .January last, whell all relliailling illdentnr6s was cancelled 1>y the 
Fiji Government, pn'8umahly fit the eost of the revenues of land. 

The cancellation of indontnr.ls sot all Indian labourers on ari
equal footing and thoy all began to ref,]ise pllinfully how their 
Ih es h:we ecolJomie:,lly, morally, socially, and politically been inRn
ell(~6ri by t.heir arrival and stay ill :Fiji under that monstrous 
system. The illCitlolits of coolie life formed a sort of shuttlecock 
10 weave the web of colonial lifd roulld them; a.nd their deprtlssed 
and ruiued condition became more pat.ent under the strain of 200 
anu 300 p. c. rise ill the prices of the nocessaries of life, with.out. 
a rise in their wages. The want of a st,eady homelife, of a wJfe 
worth t.ho flame, promiscuous intercourse and natural cbildren, 
dirt and squalor and immorality ill g6llerai, can be gelleoiogieally 
trot'.l'cl to the indellture sy~tem. 

1)eople who had finished t.beir iIJdenturcs had been for yean 
ill reoeipt of two shillings a day wages for unskilled labour before 
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the War. And they have continued receiving that until a few 
months ago when a sixpen06 was &dded only for some labourers. 

The l&bourera had approached the Indian Imperial Assooiation 
of which I am President to represent their grievan068 to Go~ern
ment. And my Association wrote to the Government recommend
ing legislation for /j per cent. minimum wag61 for labourers, ex
pressing onr readiness to prove our case. ·The Government paid I 

no heed to our representatiol1s and tbe Immigration Department 
had hitherto foIlowed a policy of bluff, browbeating and disguised 
threatening towards thO$l! who have been clamouring for better 
pay. The local news-paper, an only paper, pursued a oampaign of 
malicious misrepresentation against me and my Association at the· 
ilJstigatioll of a number of colonial-born Indians who are oonverts 
to Christianity and whose oonduot is influenoed by their p&stors 
or shepherds. The India.n people in Fiji had felt very much thl\t 
the Government prosecuted me for building an offioe On a Fijian 
Chief's land with his permission, when any number of European 
and other Indialls who have dOlle similar things have IIOt even 
been warned. But at the General Indian Conference held on Dee. 
20th. last at the Town Hall, all sectiolls of Indian settlers in and 
around Suva, Rewa and Navus, attended in great numbers and 
with the exception of half-a-dozen Indian Christians and a number 
of their European patrons, the meeting was a great iuitialatep 
towards IIIdian organisation; and the labourers invited me to 
two of their meetings, where I was enthusiastically received. 
1 theu left for Lovuka and subsequently for Ba, where I heard 
t hat some Indian labourers in Suva were 011 strike. All sorts 
of rumours were rife and the campaign of misrepresentation by 
the Su\a pre8S had the d~8ired result of making every white 
persoll highly iudignant or ill-disposed towards me. Anyhow, 
tUe Indian element in Bn. district waR 80 important that the BIl 
Europeans did 1I0t care about to unpleasant lengths with me and 
the District Commissioner who is also the Magistrate, being a 
Theosophist alld a good type of Oxford graduate, was sympathetio 
towards Indian aspiratiorJA. ill face of lIome opposition, after 
"'lme hesitation he attended and {lresided over a large representa
tive gathering of India.ns on the last Sunday in January where 
the lrdian AS8oci!ltion was fOlmed with rudimentary Panchayets 
ill importa'lt Indian settlements. Here J was, as expected, 
unanimQusly chosen as President of the Association, whioh was 
now formed, and Mr. H. G. Pilling, District Commissioner 
lllaced .his name at our disposal as patron and promised to audit 
our accounts. This is the aame gentleman who .hlld given uniqne 
ft,osistalloe to Mr. O. F. Andrews and to the schools be initiated-
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the establishment of the Misaes Priest and Dixon-who have been 
88nt out from Australia at Mr. Andrews' instance to work educa
tionally (and thll latter lady professionally as nurse also), amongst 
Indian women and children in Fiji, derived grea.t help and sympathy 
from the Englishman, the like of whom are not as frequently 
met with (in little Orown Oolonies 80S this) as one may desire. 

I was hardly on th: way to settle in Ba district when a slldden 
08011 came from Suva informing mo that the Indian strike in south 
had led to the appointment of a Oommission of Inquiry into the cost 
of living wages, reasonable means of livelihood etc. before' and 
after the war. A special launch came to Ba to fetch me to Suva. 
It Wa.8 not to be expeoted that the Government would place me 
on the commission aud the Agent-General of r mmigmtioo had 
succeeded in convincing Indians th&t I might be more useful 
as oounsel to Jead evidenc6 on behalf of the Indians labourers, 
who then chose Mr. S. Ohowla, an experienced and patriotic Indian 
Interpreter, to be on the Oommission. I came to Suva and great 
crowds of Indians poured in to see me offerillg to help with the 
evidenoe. Some of the members of the Indian Imperial Association 
had been so threatened and treated by their European employers 
and others aild for their consequent advice to strikers had become 
sO unpopular amongst Indians. t,hat they themselves kept out of 
the labour movement j and I did not pross them further. I a.iso 
pacified those who had cherished strong feeling against them and I 
held one meeting at Muanivetu and another on the Cricket groulld 
in Suva aud the next day in Nausari. It was wonderful how the 
strikers were of one mind II.lld what i8 more, absolutely pelWeful 80 

far so that the Illspector General of Constabulary, 001. polging, 
telephoned to luspector Picto of Rewa. to motor down from his 
station to the Indian meeting and convey to me his message [If 
thanks and appreciatioll of the quiet and orderly way in which the 
meetings had been couducted. It is worthy of llote that this labour 
movemeut was cOlltemporaneou~ly signa1l6d by the forma.tion and 
support of the Iudian Womeu's Associatioll in tluva, who pressed my 
Vlife to be the president. The moral support rendered by this 
Association during my Iibs611ce in Bli and ever since was a pc.werful 
factor ill the insistent dem&nd of men for /) per cent wages all a 
minimum to enable a I,crson to live in decency and comfort under 
the present high cost of living. When I came to Suva, I appreciated 
their work but warned people of both sexes in public as well as in 
private against t.he use 01 force to prevent weak minded persons 
from r~turning to work. But Borne of the women could not bear 
insults and injuries and aSbumed a militant attitude towards any 
Indian Christians or European Special COIlstables jnte~fering with 



Mr. MANlLAL'S LETTER 391 
their meetings or their movements. I must point out here that 
without the least neoessity for doing so the Fiji Government beoame 
fnnkey and oalled in the aid of their military oonsisting of the 
Returned Soldiers and Sailors and the looal Defenoe Foroe men. 
They disarmed the Indians by taking away tl;leir st,ioks and the 
Military Special Constables and rowdy Europeans eBtabli8h~d a. reign 
of terror in Suva. The Fizi Government have never displayed any 
taot in such situations. They did not dismiss these Europeans from 
their. duties of special Constables against whom the Inspector 
General of Constabulary hea.rd authentio genuine complaints from 
peaceful Indians. The Police themselves began to act under the 
instruction of half of the dozen Indian Christians and the "Methods 
of Indian Polioe" (vide the pamphlet of Mr. Ma.ckerness) began to 
lye taught. These European~ oommitted exoesses. Prominent 
Indians were waited for and threatened, abused, iIl·treated, assaulted 
<llld others proseouted. The women could not remain quiet under 
these ciroumstanoes. They held meetings privately and the fatal one 
W!\S the last. near the house of llahi Ramkan, on whose advice a 
European special constable __ walked roughly over the women sitting 
and used provoking language whioh led to a. quarrel and then Indians 
who could not bear the sight of their women being treated in a 
cowardly maImer rushed with the sticks of firewood from a kitohen 
in the vicinity. The Police whistled for help and the European force 
and the military arrived and Fijian policemen with rifles-a machine 
gun also was set against these women. Instead of pouring oil on 
troubled waters, some responsible persons are reported to have 
foolishly circulated a rumour that there were warrants out to arrest 
\Vomen,_inclllding my wife, and strong rumours spread through the 
length anu breadth of Suva, Itewa and Navua that she had actually 
been arrested as leader of women. Those who started such tactics, 
whether they be in the Constabulary service or outside, whether white 
or hrown, are themselves resollsible before God for subsequent riots 
l~lld bloodshed which took place in several localities. I am openly told 
1.y the Mayor of Suva, the Hon. H. M. Scott K, C. that 1 am at the 
~'ottom of the whole trouble. Bllt I am not. I was away weeks before 
~~le strike started, the immediate cause of which was the order to do 
work for 9 bours instead of 8 as before, and the contagion spread to 
other oentres. I was away at Tailevu when the riots were provoked. 
After I came back I went to the Chief Police Station in Fiji on 
appointment to interview women who were under arrest; but I was 
refused permission to see thom on that ocoasion and whilst I waited 
I was kept ont of Inspector Swinburn's offioe, where confid(lntial 
matters were being reported or advised upon by the Indian Christi· 
ans and their Pastor, who could have Ilny mlln or women locked up, 
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9.D1 man's bouse and premises fortlibly entered and searohed, any 
penon on the street stopped, sleeping paBB6ngers or inmates in 
boarding houses examined. A speoial oonstJable-white man with 
a blackened heart-used filthy language to me. I did not know 
whf'ther 1 should weit for the arrival of the Inspector General. In 
the meanwhile, Inspector Swinburne appeared to be annoyed at my 
persistence and clearly told me that I WaB hindering his work. I there
fore accompanied him to go out, when at the gate the special COllsta
ble lifted the frame of my lI,ft ear, another white man caught hold of 
my right shoulder and in spite of Inspector SwinbuTlIe's warning, 
gave me a blow on the back of my head which did not hurt me, 
however. The Inspector General has IIOw advised me to remain 
practically a prisoner in my own house as he will not have me illter
fered with by the ruffill.us. There ara nllmy others in my position in 
this respeot. I must in fairness admire that he has given all the 
protection he could against a man called Pateson and he has promised 
me escort whellever 1 want to go out. But this s!\me officer, either 
of his own accord or under pressure, applied for and obtained a 
speoial Legislation which puts ill shade all Rowlatt Ants lind other 
repressive Legislations in ludia put together. You cannot I(lave your 
locality without a permit to move about, not more than si:x: persons 
can meet at your reside lice, not more than four go with YOI1, you call 
take no sticks with you. The returneri soldiers and sailors move 
about with rifles and bayonets alld machine guns and any White man 
or Fijian or half·caste can do YOIl anything. Moghnl rule ill Illdia 
could not have been worse. 'Women are beaten and tortured to 
confess and testify against my wife or me, alld men and women are 
exposed to season and melow their cOllfe~sion under the scbrchl1lg 
rays of the SUIl, alld are refnsed evell water to drink and kept 011 

little or no food. .-
Men are dead or dyillg-a great many whose trace is Jost--a few 

are lying ullatwlHled ill the bllsh. Bayollets bave passed tbrollgh the 
elltrails of some, and bullets through the bodies of others. This 
German rule of the Whites masquerading ullder the British flag oan 
not. last much lons()r. Our cup is 1I0W fnll aud we earllestly beJibvo "the 
Gods confound the intehgence of those whom they destroy", which 
though a translation from some Greek source seems to be tbe eame 
as "Tulsidas." 

Indians want either to obtain a living wages or provisions cheap 
WI before, or food and clothing etc. with nominal wages or piece 
of land to eultivate, or to be shipped back to India, or to be shot 
down or gaoled." 



The Fiji Deputation 
1'he Colouisation Committee mentioned 011 p. 328 met the 

Fiji Deputatioll consistillg of the Rt. Rev. Turtchell, Bishop of 
PolYliesia, and the hOIl. Mr. Rankine, C.M.G., on February 19th, 
afternoon ill the Secretariat, and in two hours finished the in(luiry 
int,o their scheme of free emigration to that Colony. 

An OQtline of the Fiji Scheme 

Their Ruggested soheme was a system of free and voluntary 
State aided emigra.tion. the ohject being the enoouragement of the 
settlement of India.ns. The emigrant wOlilld be free of any financial 
liability connected with the cost,s of ~ his introduction in Fiji and 
would in no way he restricted to servioe under any particular em
ployer. A Protector of emigrauts would be appoillted by local 
Governments in Illdia to exerllise supreme oontrol of emigration 
in the Proviuce. At the ports of departurr, colonial camps would 
be started which could 1)() vi.ited by ludialls of standing nominated 
by the Proviucial Governments. The Colonial Government would 
bear half the cost ill the case of tho~e wishiug to return to India 
if thoy hud stayed in the CololIY at least three years, three-fourth 
of the cost if it was five years, and tbo whole cost if seven years. 
Land, suitable for settlemclIt, would be avaih,ble for all who desire 
it. The scbeme also staten as follows :-Indians in Fiji already 
elljoy the same facilities for primary education as are pos86ssed by 
other inhahitants of the Colony. U fldor tho Education Ordinance 
of 19,6 provision is made for grail ts ill aid to any pri vate or 
verfll\culttr school for Indians. Goverllment schools are being 
"establisher! at uecessary centres of the settlement where &.88isted 
schools do not exist. Sinoe 1916, new schools have been opened every 
year and the Board of F .. ducatioll aims at providing facilities for 
every child in the Colony, 110 matter how remote the district may 
he. Provision is also made unner the Education Ordinance for 
secondary schools I1S required. Indian colonists already acquired 
the same lDunicipal rights as any other inhabitants and under the 
Constitution of the Colony two East Indian Members of the Legi. 
lative Council of Fiji are eJected by East Indian constituencies. 

Que~tiolled by Mr. Banerjee, the Deputation replied that 
tb~y were not.at present prepared to give guarantee like the British 
Guiana Deputation, (see p. 337) becao.e there were certain mattel'll 
like repatri.tion, equ,lity of status, etc., in regard to which they 
could not speak authoritati vel,.. But the), would communioate to 

00 
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tho Government of Fiji as to whether they could give a guarantee 
or nqt. At the same time, the Committee was aS8ured that there 
waS perfect equality of all mankind in the eye of law in Fiji, but 
admitted there was not the samo franchise for all people. Fijians, 
for instance, had 110 franchise at all. Their's was an old· fashioned 
Crown Colony and was exactly in the Bame position as, or perhaps a 
little more democratic than, Ceylon, or the Federa.ted Malaya States. 
The Legislative Council had a majority of nominated European 
members who were always in fM'our of the Government. Fijians 
also had been nomill'lted to the Council nnu in the coming gellfJral 
election they could be elected. No Indian stooo for municipal elec
tion uutil now although he had the same privileges as a European. 

No Racial Animoaity. 

Questioned by Sir Dinshaw Wacha, they said there was 110 differen
tiation of t,rlllltmllllt between lndiu.ns a.~n Europelms in traius, etc. 

Tho Culllll1itloe ijubjected the deputation to fluestions about 
cultivable laurls, wages, housing, etc" alld were told thill, it was 
very extraordinary that Indians were able to become capitalists ill 
a few months. The Depntationists promised to con sidor the question 
for Inrlia1\s until they wet'O in 0. position to mailltain themsclvos in 
the Colony. The minimum wages was two shillings II rlay, which 
ca.me to about Rij. 2-R, one-third of which could be easily sal·tJ(1. 
Primary education was not compubory at present. We must. confess, 
88id they, that we have been very remiss in giving education to all 
classes, bllt ill 1916, a. new Oroillllllce was passed which prol'ides 
for the establishment of both primary and secoudary schools. A sum 
of .£~,lOO hall bel'll set apart, for the e!\uCll.tion of InriilllJs. III the 
last two years, 2~ schools had been est.ablished, twelve of which were 
under the direct control of the l/ldi.1ll commuuity. They ~allterl 
J Iloians [lot only to culti vate lallds, but also to work foJ' wages. 
The new comer would he grllollteo land, but !lot mOlley. The 
climatic conditiolls wertl ullsurp,lssabl,l Oil the face of the earth. 
Thel'o WIloS no small-pox, chnlerl~ or any such di8oase. In ordor to 
remove the sex inequality, their object was to import families, but 
at the same time there ought to be exceptiollal oa~es which should 
l\6eesstU'ily be very few. 

Mr. Sastri: If there is perfect political equality, the Colony 
would get more and more into the hands of the Indiall8. Then, dou't 
you think there would be a feeling among the Euro{leau population 
to try to get. rid of these people 1 

A: There is /10 sign of racial animosity at preseQt., and I see no 
reason to anticipate it ill the future. 

Hare ended the work of the Committee, and their final report 
ill Biven on p. 337. 



India in the 
International Labour Conference 
Part 13 of the great Peace Treaty of 1919 deals with Labour 

and gave birth, along with the League of Na.tions, to the International 
Labour Bureau. The first Int.erllational Labour Conference was 
held at WashillgtOIl U. S. A., ill November 1919, and India being 
all orlgiual member of the League of Nations also comes under the 
Labour Conference. For the Proceedings of the Washington 
Conferenoe see P. 238, Part [I of 1920 Hegister. The permanent 
office of the Bureau is established at. Geneva, Switzerland. Tt. has 
primarily a two-fold function :-

1. It has to insure the drawing up, passing and enforoement 
in all States of an internatiQllal labour legislation, which, subject 
to differences of climate, habit and custom, should aim at being 
uniform throughout the world. 

By this means unfair competition will be prevented and those 
States which are allxious for progress will not be hampered by States 
which exploit their workers. 

2. The office is charged with the duty of making every 
eudeavour to better the condition of the working classes ill all 
countries by its studies, enquiries, and propaganda. it aims at 
men being more free, better able to think for themselves, at making 
men !ducated aud happy. it has to contribute towards the oreation 
of that higher form of civilisation which alolle cau insure peaoe. 

The Washillgtoll Labour Conference adopted six draft cOllveu
tions and six recommeudations as fellows:-

Draft Convention. 
1. The apphcatlon of tbe priuCll'le of an pight hour day ami fort,y-['igilt 

hourij w<!Ck. llO hOUri for Iudla) 2. The quc.tiou of pre\'entl/lg or pro~lcting 
against uncml,l"ymcnt. 3. The employment of WOID,'I1 bdor,' and alter rh,ld. 
bllth. 4. The cm"loymeut of ,,"OID(:n durlJlg the night. 5. The mmimum llge 
of employment of chlldrcn in industry. 6. The mghL work of young persons 
employed llllUdustry. 

Recommendation •. 
1. Conceruing publie employment cxchallges. 2. Concerning reciprooity 

of treatment of forclgn workers. 3. Concernmg tbe lJreVention of IInthraA. 
4. tJo.c.cerlllllg the protection of women and children against It·ad poiijonilll1. 
5. tJoncernmg the establibhment of Government Health 8ervice. 6. ConcernIng 
the app\icatioll of the Ikrne Convclltion of 1\106, 011 the prohibitlon pf the \UIC 
of white pl108pborllb in the manufacture of matcheB, 
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The Geneva Assembly 

: At one of the olosing meetings of the Assembly of the League 
of N ationB at Geneva held in Deoember 1920, consideration wae 
given to India's claim to representation on the International Labour 
Board as II, matter of right, as India is one of the eight States of chief 
iJldustrial importance. Sir Willia.m Moyer a.nd Sir Ali Imam were 
deputed by the Govt .. of India to submi., a clUe to the Assembly, 
and thus bring the issue to their attention. 

Sir William Meyer's Account. 
"1 found at the AbSelllbly a dl"position to put India in the lust plac,~ when 

it waH a qurHtion of making IIPr pay, bnt. w!lPn it comes to the distrIbutIOn of 
privill'gC8, her very eXIstence was ignored, and the smallest Europerln countries 
were given the prIzes. 'I'hat may sound cYll1cal, hut it is the bare truth . 

.. A tipecial orgall1hing committL't! wah appointed, WIth reference to the firht 
Lo.u"ut ()'lIIfer"noe at Wa;hlngtoll, to 6el"ct (be eight 8tate@ of chief industrial 
iml'u,-lance which, as cont~lllplatt'd ill article alla of the 'l'reat,y of VersaIlles, 
were of tIght to HervL upon the Govt'1'lling bocly of the International Labour 
i3ul'"au. TlllO was be,'aulle thl' CounCIl of t.he Lcagu{', with whom the decision 
ought to tunc r"stell, hall not yd, COlli" int" bping. The members of that 
Committe" conbiste,l 01 r,"'pr,'6l'I1Ll.tIV\·~ o[ the Unite,l States, Great BritaIn, 
I"rance, Italy, J"pau, 1\·"·iglUlTl, alii I SWltz.'rlaud Seven of the f'lght countries 
~,·Iect .. ti were thos" to wlJlcil tilcS!' rcpl','s"llt.ntJ V"H ~Iouged. The eighth was 
<l(·rmo.uy. 'fuc \'Ulted t'tat{'s dechn,·d to herv(' allli the place carrno.rked for her 
was asIIigned to Denmark. 

"Sir (then Mr.) LOUIS Kershaw, Mr. A. C. Chatterjee and Mr. N. M. Joshi, 
who rel'rescntrd IndIa at that ConferCIIct', were so indignant, t,hat India with 
her many mIllions of lIltiubtrlfll allli agrlcultural labourers-for It mUht be remem
bered tbo.t agrIcultural labourers COUl" withm the scope of thp International 
1.auour Offioe-hatl heen ignor('ti III favour of such slllall European countries as 
llcmnark, Belgium aud ::)wltzerland, that t.hey refused to tak,' part In the election 
of ~tates to fill the four seats assigned to "Secondary Rtatc8." 

"The result of thp nominations malic and of the election hnld was itlat out 
of :!4 seats on the 1,alJour Couuel!, lI!eluding repr",entati\'~8 of pmploycrs and 
employed, 20 are appropriat('(i uy Eurojl(', wink four ar" thvl<led among th~ 
ot,h~r nve couIltrieH. 

"The LabclUr Conf"rcIlce o.t Wabhingt,0n was struck with that anomaly, and 
a reso\utit1u wa. parrIed 0

'
1 til I "vtlOIl .. , a t>outh .\frlcan Delegate, cond"mnmg 

tht· cI>nstitution of tIl<' go\'!'rnlllg body wldeh, hOW{'\'t'r, pL!ilosoj.ihically continnes 
to hold office. 

"The b<.'Cretary of Rtate [or IIId18. tned to ha.\e ttl" injubticc done to India 
removed by making fel'rl'Hcntatlolls to thp ('oun"11 of th .. League of ~~tion6, 
wblcb did not CXIMt at tb(~ tIU\(' of th" Wasttingtoll ('oufert·net). But almost a 
year ~ before 1.111' mattt'f came before It. . . 

"Although tbe Covenant of th" Leayue of Nations had expreillily plovided, 
in the penu\tuno.te pllragraph of Altie!c IV, that o.ny me~l' ()f the Lea.gue not 
represented on t.he CI,uncII should be invited to Heud a f{'pr,>scntative to sit as 
a member at any meetIng for the con.'deration of matteT~ speclaUy affecting the 
Interests of tvat Ilwn.bcYR, tit.. ('ouncli thd not accord that ~,ri .ilt'gt! to India. 
No 1)ue ~'ho c. ul,\ ~1'1'1I1.. "lll1 8ul\lorlty for India WIlK, IbeTt'iore, pre&l:lIt to 
plead her cause, o.ud the ('ounell tiismu;8(:d the Indian appeal on the follo,.-inS
grounds ;-
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"(1) The Governing Body was organiiJed and in actual operation before the 

Council came into existence. 
"(2) The oompoeition of the Governing Body was fonnally endo1lled by the 

delegatee.t Washington (this \\'1\& not, in fact, cotrect). 
"(3) Recognition of lndia.'e claim would involve the It'placement of 80me 

country alrea4y on the GovefIung Body and, (it may 1>.:), a "eneral reconstructiun 
of the list. 

"(4) The principle npon which the Organising Committcs'e list was finally 
approved have never been formulated, or communicated to the C01l.nol1 and the 
Council profess their ignorance of the precise meanillg to be attached to the 
phtase, 'induHtrial iml'ortance.' 

"The Council audell that they were fully (It)gUiJant of the importance of 
I nllia 'as &n industrial Power and that the present governing body wuuld only 
hold office till 1922, <luring which perirld the Council would ha\'e studied the 
subject fully and be ready to deal WltIJ. the m9.tter uf nomination to a fresh 
GoverulIlg !:Iudy wben the prctlent one'. term expirt.t. 

"The lSecret&ry of lState felt that the rcply was ,llbl\t,isfactory, that the cillim 
of India. bad been largely 'burked' on tech weal eon"iderations, and that it wa~ 
not fair to ask her to wait, seeing that it waR just ill these early y('urs that lilly 
new departures might be taken and [lreced~nts created. Accordingly, he put 
before the Assembly relcvent papers ulI<1 IIsked thut the matter mlgut btl 
con .. idered. 

"The Assembly referred the caHc to one of its Orand Committees, 011 whioh 
I Silt, and I put, forward the caSe for IndIa witt all the emphasis I could 
command. I pointcd out that it was not ollly her interests that w('re involved, 
but those of lion-European countries generally. The difficulties that the CounCil 
had raised In respect of immedIate actIOn could be overcome, c.g., by the present 
Governing Body, discredIted by the vote of Waljhington above reft~rred to 
resigning. The foll ,wIng extract will show In what wily I 8ummeri8!.'li India's 
Illdustrial position :,...... 

.. Excluding peasant proprIetors, there are nearly 28,003,000 agrlcultural 
worker~ in Iudillo "ho come with1ll the 800pe of the Internatiunal Labour Offices. 
lu<ila has HI,OOU maritime workcl's, lascars, etc., and 111 this Inspect come 
b"cond only to the United Kmgdom :;he baK over 20,000,000 worker" ""in 
lHdu6trie~ mclu<lmg cottage Industries (in which the 'industrials' of Japan i:fe 
"\so largi!ly employed), milllllg, and tran~Jlort. Factories, mines aud ]'all\\,IIY8 
provide employment for nearly 2,000,000 persons. 'fhe mileage of her railways 
1_11 exceti~ of l'very other c,)untry except the U11ited titates. Her export of 
manufactured goods ill ItKelf is very comillaab1c, would be much· greater were it 
liot for the huge ~llIe of the country and r~8ultant large home oonsumption. The 
rxport test, of course, favours countries whose whole area is rclathely email." 

"I laJd stress on the fact that while lndia was de DIed the· poslsiun of a fi16t 
clall(; Power on the Lab.'ur Body, she was given It without question when it 
came to the contribution of the &&8~8ment of eXl'cn&/!B, whilst Belgium and 
Switzerland were given third place and Denmark lourth, 

"1 was sorry to find that my Bntish co\lrague, the Rt, Hon. G. N. B&rne8, 
M.P., wlw took a l,~adlng part in the drafting of the oonstitution of the labour 
organisatiun, tried to defend what had been done in Washington. The committee, 
howe\'oJr, declined to comider the case on itl! merita, arguing that under the 
comtitutloll of the League the .matter was one for the Council and not tor the 
League. TechwcaUy this was correct, &nd I had to accept the deoi.ion; but 
I poinUld ent that India had expected an adequa1.t! ~ure of sympathy which, 
I regr"ti\,>J, hwlbecn denied to her. When tbe CommittRc reported to 1he 
AtI8eIIlbly, 1 repeated my previou~ arguments that India could not :reprd the 
Uovernilli Body i&irly repreflelltlng La.bQur interestb," 
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The £ 50,000 Contribution of l'lldia 

AI regards the way in which financial contributions are levied, 
l:iir William &aid that "it was aocording to the grouping syatem laid 
down by the International Postal U lli JO," "That system, which 
classifies States ioto seven groups each representing many units of ex
penditure, is good enough for the purpo~e for which it was devised j 

beoa.use the share of the expenditure in connection with the Interna
tional Postal U Ilion, which falls upon the various countries, is quite 
small But in a matter such as the contribution to the League, which 
is already costing India £, {)O,OOO a year, the scale of allotment' needs 
to be worked out much more carefully, and with reference to such 
considerations as net revenue, At present the British Empire colleo
tively pays over one·fourth of the total expenses of the League j 

and india, Australia, and South Africa (as well as Canada) are 
placed in the first class ot contributors along with Great Britain 
and ,h'rance. 

".Kverybody admits that the present system is bad and that 
Article VI. of the Covenant, which tied the League to the Postal 
Union methods, was very unsatisfactory, The Budget Committee 
proposed to get the Postal U Ilion to revise their system and to 
obtain, if possible, a method which should btl fa.ir alike for the 
Postal Union and the League . .. · ............ but the Assembly rejected 
this in favout of the Committee's scheme" 

The Indian Delegates at the Geneva Conference Dec. 1920 
Ihc followmg speech wal delivered by Sir William Meyer, High 

Commwloner lor India, before the meellng of the CounCil of the League :-
"I do uot propoli<! to move auy awellllru~ut 01' rebolutlOU on thi~ oubject" 

but my Uovernment wlbheB the Ab~embly to be IU I'06scs81on of t,he i"a.bOnb for 
whICh ludll~ has felt aud st Ill tL~ ls aggrIe ved by h!!l' exclwilon from tbe eIght 
l:'owels ut cblef IUduot,nal IInportallce cOlltellll,lateu. H! Article a\!~ of ttle Treaty 
of VCIbll.llles. A HoL\) .taLlIlg Llle grouud on \~lllCh 1,ul1a dallll6 [.Jus POijltlllo'"I...as 
bel.!ll olrculate<.! U,b AlIOl.!wbly Documeut :i);o. :l:l(, aud I lie<¢<:! only adu a \ery few 
rL'Illllrks to tbe pOIUts there bet lorth , 

"'1'h~ eight chId 1I1(lusLnal vowers were to be bCll'ctcd by tb" Council of 
the League, but a. that Couucll was not In eXIstencc at tll\) tIme that the 
WUhingou UOU(cl'ellcc mlt to" acti. til" clUb\) ot labt year, tbe .deetiuu ot tbe 
elgut States of clue! mdUlltlal Importal1"<! was left to a bpeclal vIgaulolDg 
\.'omlDltke wl •• (,h contallled rCpn'Ii(:Dtut lvt'6 ol,the UllltLo(\ ~tatc., Grclot Britain, 
to'ranee, italy, Japau, lldglUm, aud bWltzel'land. It 18 a .omcwhat rema.rbble 
Cl.oillCiul!llce thll.t thl! ComlUltt.;.-c pro\Xl,;c'(.\ all th~> seven btateB to wblch \hey 
colleotivdy bclonl!~>d B~ gleat illdustrta[ l'owcra. Tue eIghth seltcttd waa 
Oerluany, IndIo. has never been able to IlUd.:rbtand on what valid priuciplea 
Bome of the &eleotions were made. }<'or mstance, why wa.a I5wltzerLand, ",boac 
population i& about one huudl'Ctith part of that of Ind la, preferred to her? 
Wliet.: Lhe UWLl'(.\ Statc~ ot AmerIca ut!cJdt:t1 UOL Lu be lor tile Vreaent on the 
Uovcrnll~ lIody 01 the Laboul' Otticc, lJLlllLark was put lDLO htr place, a 
lIClection wbicb, WIth &11 respect to Dtnmark, was stili kss intdhglble to IndIa, 
it may be added than when it Wil.l a questIon of coutl'Jbution tu lbe funlls of 
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the League, India's importance was at once recognised. She was put into the 
first clRs~ of asBeSBeeS while Belgium and Swit.zerland WeTE' rell'gated to the third 
and Denmark to the fourth. 

"Among the docume:ats which have already been furnished to the Assembly 
are statistics which show India's pre-emin('nt. claim. and I would merE'ly mention 
here a few salil'nt figures iI1ustrating her inoustrial importance. 

(Here Sir William gave the figures me'lItiontd a'borle on p. "97] 
"The Council of the I~ague, having now come into definite existence, India 

lodged a protest with it, the result of which Is SE't forth in the Council's Report 
of August 5th I (120, The Council ('XPTl'KSCt! itself fully conscious (to use its 
own words) of the ma/!,nit.ude of In,lla's indu~t.rial out. put, the large numlx-r of 
her population engagpd in' Inoustrial pursuits, the international importance of 
her overseas trade and other circumstances which might be urgro in favour of 
her claim to be one of the ('ight Statl~B of chit·f industrial importance. The 
Council considered itself, howevN, precluded from t.aking any immediate action 
in "UPPOft of In'lia's claims, fOT r('asons ~et. forth Jr. it~ R"POft of August 5th 
last above r~fel'Tl'<I to. I will nnt discuss thest' in ,ktail now, but will merely 
~ay thnt they S~Hm to India to savou" too much of technical plearling, a8 for 
ll~stance, that the Council was not in existence when the Governing Dody was 
organise,l ; that the composition of the Governing Body was rndorsrd by the 
('ollferenCf' at Washington-I have alrpwly indicat.ed that th" conference passeO 
what may be called a "ot.1' of cl'murl' 011 thl' composition of t.he Governing Body
tllnt recognition of I!lIlia's elrdm would involve the plimination of some other 
"tate; that the Council did not know the principles OIl which the Organising 
('omrnittf'P hall acted, anll found some difficulty as to the pxact meaning of 
t.h" words "lnl1ustrial importancl'." Surely it is not morp difficult to come to 

:t conclusion as t.o what are tit!' most. important Industdal Powl'rs of the world 
titan to "p"cify what arc th" Grl'nt. Powers wit.h refNence to other mattera. 

"The Council, therefore, held thllt t.hl' rXlstiug Governing Body should sit 
nn t.ill H)22, and in the meantim!' propospd to invpstigat~ the methods of coming 
to a d,·,)iHioll on the "Industrial importnncf''' 'lu<,stion and clirecteo the Secretary 
ll"nNal t.o t.ak,· thl" mat,ter up with t.he Intf'rnational Labour Office, 

"Tt may h(· urged thllt, afkr ali, con.idrrntion of India's claim was only 
.It·layed f'i t.wo y('af8 mc)I'(', hut. it is just thoRe c'arly years that ar,' of importllnce, 
having r<'garcl to the fact. that principlf'R will be f'volv"d and preoedents 
ert'aterl anti that a great orirntal count.ry with itB special labour conditions 
d"~rvf'S special Cf usideration. 

"One more point I may mention, having regar,l to the penultimate para
graph of Article oj. of the Covenant, ,. hich states that any member of the 
League not repn'8ented on the Council should be invited to send a Teprelentatlve 
til sit as a member at any m,·et.ing for the consideration of matl;t,rs specially 
affecting th" !intrrebt of that mpmb,·T. It Sl'em8 to me that Tndia onght to have 
been Bsked to ~nd a special representlltive to the Council meeting which 
resulted in the Report of August 5. 

"1 quite realise that althongh the decision arrived at has been a bitter 
disappointment to India and t'l her intelh·ctual and industrial classes.' wbo are 
apt to look susplCiously 011 proceclurl' which in their view suborflinatea the 
interests of Asia to Europe, committpc No.2 weTe t~chnical1y justified in holding 
that the ASBembly was not in a position to override the Council's deoision. We 
had not. in fact, asked for this. What we did uope was that a sympathetic 
reception of our representations might nrverthele~B lead to Bome solution which 
would have bPen welcomed by u~. FQr inRtance, the resignation of the Gm'ernlng 
Body, on the grou.nd th"t it had been \l('lf'I'teo, if 1 mayaay so, In a somewhat. 
il'legular way, and its replacement at the Conference of 1921 by a body lYhich 



400 INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE 
would be more regularly constitutcri onder the Council's decision aa to what the 
eight tndDBtrial Powers are, would have t>ifl'et,(~i a satisfactory 80lution. 

"It .... &8 for the&<' reasons that my Governmeut deSlll-d that the matter should 
be ventilateil before the AI8f'mbly. and the fact that t11il claim was incloded in 
the A8liembly'~ Agenda seemed to 08 to show that It was regarded 0.8 "Prima 
facie" suitable for diSCUSSIon. Bot, 0.9 I have said, though dislI.ppoiuted with 
the decision of Committ!'C No.2, we mObt for the moment cndure It. We can 
only .wish that the Governing body w,,"r.! constituted in a manDer which would 
rpnder it morl' capable of giving full conaidpration not m,·rl,ly to II1i1la'S intf'rl'st,s 
hut gen .. rally to thoBc of countrirR outside )<;urope." 

Sir Saiyad Ali Imam said :-"The hour 18 lak, awl I should be guilty of 
trespasslug on the attl'lItion of the Assembly if I were to sl\y one word won' than 
is n"Ct'tiWaTy. "Th(' case has b''en so admirably put befol''! the Asscmbly 'by my 
collengu(· Sir WIlham Mf>ycr t.hat it is not necI's.ary fnr m~ to point out tbe 
importance of IndIa from the I'Clint nf vi!'\\' of labour. With regard to n country 
wbere we have got over 10,000,000 IX'ople (,w\,loyed III labour, if a vOIce 16 

rai8ed for representation 011 the GoveflllDg Body of til(' International Labour 
Hur,'flu, I snppo'w, that ther<' is somt' ju.t.Jfication for it [jut therc i. onc point 
in connect,inn with tbio, that I \\ "uld lik., ,~mention, flnd that 18 this. (heard 
it Haiu, and I think that tilt'''' i8 n I"'rt,nill amouht of imprl'Aillon abro3.<I, I,bat 
bccauH(' India is within the British ~;rtIpil\· . thl'l'efore hPJ' membcl,.IJlp of that 
Empll'l! is bufficicnt for the p1'otf'ction of her inter!!bts. I would lih to 1l1~l!tlon 
in thi. '\RsI'mbly, that so far as Ilseal, ceonomlC and labour cOlUlitlOU~ ar" 
conel'rnr-d, th,'I'c i6 not always nrCl'ssnTlly 1.IClltity I)('twccn hl'r intfrf'sts anil 
the intercsts of th(' r('Rt of the Hntish 1';mpiT!'. Thrl'!'f"r", th"f!' i8 an addItional 
rpaRon wby India &hould \)(' RIV~n a certalll amount of T!'cogllltion. I know 
that the A.~embly cannot deeirlc thi~ qUl'st,I'm : \>Nhal'8 the ASfiemLly cannot 
tlml with this question, but when B \,~IC<' i~ raiSed !rere, that vOIce i~ I"'Brd In 

'Iuart~'rs wh(!re the apl"'al call he :LIlBwI·T('(I. Th, 'refort', I entlrdy 8Upl'Ort, thl! 
vit'wA w!rich hay!" been put fOl'wnrll by my coll"Rogues f'ir William Pil!'y,'r " 

The Net Result 01 the Conference. 

The I uriian delegates did not move I\lIy resolut.ion 011 t.he 
subjeot of lndill havillg a soat 011 the jnterllational Labour Board. 
The Assemhly of the Leagne could not over· ride the t1ecisi~1I of t,he 
Council. The COllllcil in their decision, givell 011 5th August, 1920, 
at San Sebastion, praotically a.dmitted India's right to rft.nk amClng 
the first eight. nation of "industrial importance," t hough they were 
careful to add that they wllrc aWlue of no authoritative inter
pretatioll of the meaning of the pbrase. They declined to allow 
ludia's claim on the ground t,bat they could not Ijuestioll the right 
and authorit.y of the Organising Committee which, as the Co\1lJcil 
were not in existence at the time, selected the eight favoured 
oountries, and also that the Washington Labour Conferenre 191~ 
haod endorsed the list. Tbo Coullcil could easily have secured. under 
Artiole 4 of the Covenant, an llldian delegate to give expert 
evidelloe, hut instead deoided that India should wait for its ohanoe 
till 1922, when the Governing Body will be reconstituted. The 
result is that India will be unrepresented on the Board during the 
year of its existenoe when, as said Sir William, the mOlt impor
tant decisions of first principles will be taken I 



The Brussels Conference' 
The following letter was addressed by the Finance Secy, 

Govt. of India to all chambers of Commerce for info1'mation. 

1. I am directed to enclose, for the information of your 
Committee, copies of the Report of the Delegates for Indili to the 
reCtlI;lt International Financial Conference held at, Brussels. 

2. It is understood that the resolutions accepted by the 
Conference will shortly be considered by the Loague of Nations, 
and meallwhile the Governmsllt of India will be glad to receive 
any observations which your Committee may desire to offer with 
regard to them. It will be ohserved, however, that most ot the 
resolutions merely register the unanimous adherence of the COl)· 
ference to eertain canons of sound public finance, and sot forth 
certain generally-accepted principles, in the light of which India 
may justly claim that her puhlic finace bas been consistently 
administered. 

3. Apart from the recommendations of general application, 
this country is specially interested in thope relating to international 
credits, and I am particularly to invite the attention of YOUi' 

Committee to the Bcheme refered to in parAgraph 8 of Appendix 
A, Enolosure IV and set forth as Annex A thereto. ' Tho Govern
ment 0' India are disposed cordially to welcome any endeavour 
to work out a. scheme of international credits, the importance of 
wqich to India's export tra.de neeJ not be emphasised. They 
think, however, that it is el'sentiai that for any sllch scheme to be 
of practical value, so far a.s India is concerned, the bonds in qnestion 
must be fuJly negotiable, and for this reason your CO.mmittee will 
probably agree with them that the amplifications suggested by 
Sir Ma,l'Ihall Reid, as printed in Appendix II, are an improvement. 

4. Tho present depression in the export trade is no doubt, 
partly due, in the caso of some exports, to the existenoe of Illrg~ 
unused stock in foreign countries, but, in the oase of other exports, 
it is probably due to the Ia.ck of credit facilities. It is os regards 
the :laAitel' olass of exports t,hat a Bcheme such as that put forward, 
at :the 'Brusael' •. Conferenoe may be of value. I am accordingJy 
to ,iRViN the opinion of your Committee, firstly, as to how far a»y 
sOOh saheme ill likely to asaist various export interests repreaeBted 
ill ,fOUr Chamber. a!ld ~dly, whether your Committee have 

til 
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~ny critioisma or 'suggestions to make reg&rding the praeti~,'~ 
of the icbeme adumbuted by Sir Marshall Reid in Appendix ,K. 
In the event of a scheme on sucb lines proving praeticable a.nd 
finding general accepta.nce Ml1ong'-the na.tions ·-r$preaentlJ(t at the 
conference, the Gov~~nt of lndk' 'fiJI taen oGtlsider the 
I!nostion of partcipating thereon- to the extent of acoepting res
ponRihilit)· for IiOmll deflllite share of the iattfnatioual ~,~te.o. 

fl. Tho G-overnmlHlt of Indili havG (lXl)rQ.sod to tlle SeCl'4)tary 
of f-Hate their apprcciation of thc ablo way in which India Was 
rerre~()lItorl in Brugscls by hor iloleglltes, Mr. n. F. Howard, Sir 
Mllr~lmll Hoid and Rir l<'aznlhhoy Cnrrimhhoy. 

The Report 
of the Indian Delegates 

The Intel national Confcrcnco was convened hy the Lea~ue 
of NaHon!! .. wit,h a \'iew to studying the fillancial crisis and Jookm, 
for the means of romeclying it and of mitigating the dangerous 
COnse(l\\ences arising from it," The original intention was that the 
Conference should ho held about the end of l\hy 1920, but it was, 
for various reaaons postponed, alld it finally Ilssemhled at Brussels 
towards the end of September. under the presidency of Mr. GUlhtav 
Ador, ex-President of the Swis,q Republic. J n all no loss theD 89 
Sta.tes were represented, Ilnu the Conference held 17 sit.tinge 
commencing .on tho 24th Soptember and roncluding on the 8th 
Ootahel·. III the invitations issued to the members of tilt I"oague 
of Nations the Conncil of the Leagne requested that ench Govern. 
ment should Bond not moro t.han throe delegatos (1Qllversant with 
publio finance and bau1l:ing 11.8 well l1.li with general economic quell
tiona. The delegatell appointed to lepresont India. were:-

Mr. H. F. Howard, late Secretary to the Government of 
India (Finance Department), and at pcresent OontrolIer of Finfl;ue6, 
Indio. Oftice. 

Sir Mo.rllhall Frederiok Reid, late Member of the Council 
of the Socretary of State for I ndia, and previously CbaiJ!Dt&n 
of the Bombay Chamber of Commeroe.' 

Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbboy, a prominent Member of the Boil· 
bay, Business Community, lat-e President of the Balik of Bombay; aad 
fur BOveral years a Member of the Vice-roy's Legi.lanve Coul:eil 

2, The Conference Will opened by -AD addl'Ul by the PN. 
dent, Mr. Mor. Copies of this, as also of tlJe geDe1'al-pllOl ..... ' 
of the Conference, ha,'o boon suborittOO M the Coni.renee ~. 
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dttt" •. and th~COMl\1sions arrived at '" tb.. Conference at6 
emheGied til ite t'e\'Ol't (App6adix A). III will, therefore, b. fiufti~iollt' 
in the present report to give a brief outline of the proceedings, 
merely reft!.rring to Mattera of speoiAl intereat from the point of 
view of India. T~ address by the President WI" follow~d by tbe 
presentation of written statements from each country setting out 
its gencr&~ finanoial situation, including it. budget situation, 
internal and external debt, currency, exehange, foreign trade, 
import and export restriotions, exchange control ate., and the 
present policy of each {'n)vernment on these que,tioDa. These state
ments weta introduced by each delegation in a brief ,poech. Many 
of these statements were of much interest, and the bulk of the 
delegations were at pains to show the efforts which their countrie .. 
were making to arrange their finances, etc., 011 sound lines. 

8. While fully renJising Mle diffieultyaf mnnyof tho llrabloms 
with which India. has to deal at the present time as the aftermath of 
war, the India.n delegation could not fail to be impressed with her 
great inherent financial and economic strengtb, if her position be 
compared ,vith that of the bulk of tho p:lI"ticipants in the CotlferCllce. 
To fluote from the opellillg sentellee oj tho Conference rCBolutiolls: 
"Thirty-nine nations ha.ve ill tUTII I,laeed before the iuterJlatiolial 
Fina.ncial Conference a statemellt of their financia.l position. Tho 
examination of those statemellts brings Qut the extreme gravity 
of the gener3l situation of public finallce throughout tho world, auel 
pa.rticularly in Europe- Their import may lie summed n1l ill the 
statement that three out of the oollntrics represented at this COli fer· 
enoe, and ,II out of 12 of the I~uropeall countries, anticipate It 

b1idge~deficit in the curl"ent year. AI'a.rt., too, from the fact that, 
India lias emerged from tho war with hor resources relati\rely tlnim
!»ired. sh~ sta.nds in a special position at the present time and 
po9S6Sses speci'll opportunities, in as much as she ha~ a. surplus of 
important commodities to dispose of, wherea.s many ooulltriol! are 
suffering from a defioiency of foodstuffs and raw materials and from a 
dap.reciation of their curr,mcies which make it imposiblo to carryon 
the normal process of production or even to sot its machinery ollce 
again in motion. 

4. The written statement (Appendix ll) of the delegates for 
India, while briefly reviewing her financial situation, brol1ght out, the 
fact that S':!3 i3 able to export considera.ble lIuppliell of variOU41 
commoditiee as regards which the Governm&nt of India had furnished 
inform.,tion, and Mr. Howard in his speech (Appendix C) empha
meed tb"t sbe is anxious to 80 assist the 1Vorld's reconstruotion by 
doing 10;, provided that satisfactOt'y financial arrange1!lents ean 

, he made. 
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~ . . Apart fl'OOl the above review of the finaneialalldeooooDiio 

situAdon 4)f the various COU II tries. the maiu bU8inets'of the Confe
renoe consisted in a di&cussion of financial policy, The field Wall 

subdivided into the four following subjects, a separate debate 00 each 
subject being opened by the Vice-President whose name i. noted 
against it :-

(1) PuWie }4'lnIWce-Hon. R. Brand, England, 
(2) Currency aljd exchange-Dr. Visseriug, Holland. 
(3) International Trade-M. de Woutersd' Oplinter, Belgium. 
(4) International Credits-M. Celier, France. 
G. In opening the first debate Mr. Brand gave a striking 

address setting out the correct principles which should govern the 
conduct of public finance. Mr. Howard had submitted his name to 
IJpeak on this debate, as tbe acceptance of the principle set out by 
Mr. Brand appeared to be of fUIIQamelltal importance from the 
poillt of view of the l'e-establishment of international credit, ill 
which India is vitally interested; but as these principlcs were not 
'Iuestioned in any quarter, he considered it sufficient to coufine 
himself to a few remarks (Appendix D) not-iug tbe universal accep
tance with which these principles hau met.. 

7. In the debate on currency and exchange the delegates were 
in full accord with the views stated by Lord Cullen. represeDtntive of 
Great Britain and t'onsidered it unneceesary to inter\'lme. A paper 
read by Mr. Strakoscb. delegl\te fol' South Africa, \Vith regard to the 
future of gold, possesses special interest for India (Appendix 1<:). 

F. In the debate 011 international trado the question of tariff. 
WIlS toucbed, and it seemed possible Umt this might be made an 
importaut issue. Sir FazulLhoy CurrimlJhoy accordi;-,gly iutervencd 
ill tbe dehate to emphasiso that while India was allxious to co · ~perate 
ill the world's reconstrnction, there was a f>frong body of public 
olliuion ill India which favoured a policy of protectioll for her indus. 
trios. and he urgeu that the (Iuestion of tariffs should be excluded 
hom discu81>ion as HoL relevant to the matters actually at issue. A 
COl)Y of this remark is al1pended (Appendix F). 

·9. Special interest centered in the debate on internatiollal 
credits. since this afforded an opportullity for cOllstructive mea· 
Ilures. _ Tho Conferene had be foro them numerous schemes varying 
widely in scope and apparent practicability. That of M. DeJacroill, 
Prime Minister of Belgium. had perhaps attracted most att6lltioll, 
I~nd formed a starting point for discussion. It was, ho\Vever, geno· 
r&1ly felt that his proposals were on too amhitious a scale, and the 
Indiall dele.gates think they are correct ill statiug that Sir Ma1'8hall 
j{oiu (!'id~ copy of his speech at appendix G) focussed the genoral 
~oI,lSO of -the COllfeI'(lllCe ill urgiug that what was required IQl' tho 
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putp0i88 of reconstruction was not the Bettinc'up of entirely neW', 
expensive and untried maehinery, but. an attempt to l'6pair and 
lubricate the machinery whioh was already existing though it had in 
large measure fallen into disll8e. This point of view was further 
developed by Mr. C. E. tor Meulen (Holland), and a scheme out
lined by bim formed the basis of disouBsiou later. 

10. A.fter the formal debates in plenary session, the separate 
heads of discussion were referred to general Committees for the pur
pose of preparing draft resolutions fOl' the adoption of the Conferenoe. 
On these Committees each country was allowed olle representative, 
India's representation being as follows ;-

(1) Public Finance ... Mr. Howard. 
(2) Currency and Exchange ... Sir Marshall Heid. 
(3) International Trade ... Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy. 
(4) International Credit ... Sir Marsball Reid 
Each Committee in turn selected from its members 1.1 small 

"drafting" committee, which was ontrusteu with the aotive prepara
t.ion of the drafts for consideration uf the main committees. Sir 
Fazulbhoy Currimbboy and Sir Marsball Reid were selected to serve 
011 tbe draft.illg Committees ill the case of Iuteruational Trade aud 
International Credit respectively. The draft re~olutions 80 prepared 
were after appl'oved hy the main Committees, present(ld to the COIl
ferilllce and passed without a dissentient vote. 

11. The resolutions of the Conference (of which copies will be 
found as Enclosures I, II, III, and IV of appendix A) have already 
been published. The delegation £oulI(1 t,hell1s"l\ "- ,1.1,10 to subscrihe 
to these without reservation, ann it, is ollly to the rcru]ntio))s with 
regard 10 Internat.ional CI'edit that they desire to make any further 
reference. The operative part of this grollp of resolutions is coutaill
ed ill paragraphs Sand 9 of AppemJix A, Euclosnre 1V. Tho scheme 
r01erred to ill paragraph 8 as AlIlICx A had the support of a number 
of delegates of a great illtcrllal experience, who expressed cOlltidence 
ill its practicability. I'uragral,h 9 of the same group of resolutiolls 
refers to a scheme put furward l,y I::!il' Mm'&lmll Reid (a copy il 
attached as Appendix H). This prol'osal was made ).iy Sir Marsball 
I{eid in the light of commercial experience, alld he explailled that ho 
could Dot in any way commit his GoVe1'llIDent. The Indian delegates 
wish to say, however, that Sir Marshall Reid's proposal WB.8 elabora
ted with full concurrenceiof his colleagacs, who considered that its 
adoption would materially conduce to more 1I0rmal conditioIJ8 in the 
cODsuming markets, with corresponding advantages to the prooucera 
of raw materials. They 8uggest, therefore, that an early expression 
of the view/! of the Gover()ment of India in t his matter sbould be 
Qbtained. Fol', while ~olnc delay is iucvit,ahle before a definite QOIl-
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elution ~n be atri ved at on the praetical recommend&tlon. of the 
COllfe~nOO, $erioUl! cODsideration of these roootitmelldatione wiD 
begin at an early date; and the variou! countries affected WIll then 
be ~xpeoted to define their attitude at short notice. 

12. Arart from the rOUT Committees mentioned above, a farther 
important Committee wasa.ppointed " to consider the principles on 
wllieh the expense! of the League of Nations should be distributed 
among its members alld to make recommendations for a new basis 
of apportionment." Mr. Howard w~s a member of this Committee 
and of its drafting Committee. The report of the Committee was 
not published, M. Ador the President., informing the Conference 
that this would be forwarded to the Council of the League of 
Nations. 

13, In oonclusion, the Illdian delegation wish to say that it 
has hnen a groat 11ri"iIege to them to ta.ke part in this historic and 
MKl instructivo Conference. The general atmosphere of oourtesy 
Mld goodwill, 0.11<1 the desire to finu common ground where points of 
view werc nocessarily di verge nt, were very remarkable. Tho dele
gates MSO desire to aeknowlonge the groat hospitality which wile 
extenued to tho delegatiolls hy the Goyernment <Aud peoplo of 
Belgium. 

(8r1.) H. F. HOWAt:r>, 
" M A nSII A LL R~;T!J. 
" F Azn.BHOY Cl' r.JtnIllIiOY" 

The Indian Scheme. 

The followilJg is Sir Marsha.ll Heid's Scheme referred to o.bo\"e : 
111 accord<1nce with Annoxe A there will l)e created:- C 

(a) The undertaking of the buyer to fulfil his contra.ct. 
(0) The assurance of tho huying coulllry that he is pmbably 

~pable of doing so. 
(0) The confirmation of the assurance Ly tho Celltral Commis 

"i08. 
(d) The bond of the buying country to bo handed over to the 

seUer as ·collateral. 

While Bupport.jng the seben'e of M. tel' Moulon (Annex~ A), 
the IndIan Delegation are of opinion that it will sen-e only 8. limited 
purpose, and that it will be of little practical value to cduntnes 
which are rt'mote from Europe, bnt which produce eo much of tIre 
raw ma~rials essential for reconstruction. They are of opinion 
that the bonds crea.ted under Annexe A willuot be acceptable as 
oollatera.l except at 0. considerable discount by the banks abroad to 
which they look to finance their shipments. The 1arge proportion 
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0& riBk wlrioh will thl1S rem~in with the .Uef willieriouily Bfhet 
the u8&luhleea o( the aeheme. 

The aim of the pnaen t proposal is to ereate a boud which 
will be of value in internationnl markete, and wiII be readily accep
ted by ba.nks as collateral at apll1'oXimately its face value, in fact 
will be practically equivalent to confirmed letter of oredit. . 

The following are the- outlines of t,he scheme :-
(1) Tho bond created ullder Annoxo A [paragraph (d) above] 

bo delivered to the Co II tral Commission iustead of heing handed 
over to the seller. The Central Commission would retain it as 
eoHateral and issue ill its place a "Coutrsl Commission Th)lJd," 
which would ho secured under a limited joint guaralltco of the 
couut,rie. 01' bodies participating ill the scheme. 

(2) The Guaranteo Fund would cOl1i;;ist of all unlimited nnm
her of shares of such value:llt mllY be cOllsidered com'ellicnt. Sub.
criberi would be entitled to an allotmellt of COlltrQ.1 "Commission 
Bonds" which would hear the same proportioll to tho total per
missible issue of bonds 8.S their share cOlltribution would bear to the 
total a.mount subscribed. Thus if the ratio of 10 to I, a.s suggested 
in paragraph 4, were adopteu each subseriller of, say, 10,0001 would 
be entitled to an allotmclit up to 1000,001, in bonds. 

(3) Seeing that Central Commissioll Bonds would have the 
full benefit of the security of Annexo A Bonds, it may be fairly 
assumed that the calls Oil the guarantee would at the worst amount 
to p, very small proportion of the trall~aotion8 oalficd through under 
the collateral of the bonds. 

(4) It is therefore suggested that the volume of trap-notions 
currellt at one time undcr the system might quito safely amount 
t{) ten times the amount of the gUTalltce. Thus if shares were 
swbscribed to the amount of say, 101, millions gold, transactionll 
up to 1001, millions gold be guarantecd. 

(5) Subscribcrs would not he rrfjllired to pay for their shares 
in cash, but would furnish such securities as thc Celltral Commission 
required; the risk of each suh~criher would be defiuitely 1i~ited 
to the amount of shares suhscribed. 

(6) Cuutral Commission Bonos would he available for nse only 
in connection with trallsnctions bet ween countries or bodies who 
were 8ubacriber8. 

(7) The Central Commission Bonds for tranallction8 between 
twe 811becribera might he furnished either trom the aJlclment 1M 
the buying or selling subscriber. Thill pr{)vide the bU)'irlg pal'tiea 
with bond. in exoelS of their allotments, pro\'ided always that they 
woro able to fUJ'J)uh Annexe A Bondi for the full amount. 

(a.) On the oompletlion of the transMtion, the honda would be 
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returned to the Contral Commission who would cancel them and 
return the relative Annexo A Bonds to the buying ~ountry . 

. (9) The maturity of the bonds would be the same as in tho 
eue of the Annexe A Bonda. 

(10) The Central Commission would publish periodical state 
menta showing such impormnt particulars as total bonds currellt 
and totals of ca.ch buying and selling country-also total of Annexe 
A Bonds of each country 'in ita keeping. 

(I1) A commission would be charged on all "Central Commission 
Bonds" to cover expenses and to compensate guarantors. 

(12) It might be that some countries might not find themsel
ves in a position, for one reason or a.nother, to participate as a nation 
in a scheme of this sort, hut it would be quite open to a trade or 
section, e.g., the cotton growers of America, to join in the guarant.ee, 
and to get the full pro rata benefit of it. 

(13) Bonds ullder Annexa A scheme would only be issued to 
buying countries for limited qnantities of specific commodities and 
Oentral Commission Bonds would ollly be issued for the same commo
dities, but it would he open to selling subscriber independently to 
restrict the purposes for which their bonds should he utilised. 

(14) If the Central Commission h~d at any time reaeon to 
fear that heavy calls were likely to be made in the near future, 
they might have to cOllsider the expediency of restricting or dis
continuing the issue of further bouds uutil the situation cleared 
and it became evident that the amount of the Guarantee Fund 
was ample to corer the risks ill outstanding transactions. 

NOTE-M, Celier, Vice-Presidellt, has kindly promired to sub
mit these proposals to tho League of Nations for the con8id~ration 
of the Committeo which will deal with the Conference resolutions 
on International Credits. particularly paragraphs 8 and 9. 

The Meulen Scheme. 

Regarding Iuternational Credits, thc Brussel Conferrence make 
the following recommelldations:-

8. An international organisation should be formed and placed 
at the disposal of States desiring to hav() resort to credit lor the 
purpose of paying for their e~sentil\l imports. These States would 
then notify the Msets which thoy are prepared to pledge as 88CQrity 
for the ~ake of obtaining credit, and wonld come to an understanding 
with the iutcrno.tional organisation as to the conditions under which 
these assets wonlc11e administered. 

The honds issued against this guarantee would be usod as colla
t.eral for credit intended to COHlr the cost of commodities. 

A plan based upon these principles is de\'eloped in Annex, A. 
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It has been devised to enable States to facilitate the obtaining 
of commeroial credits by their nationals. It is easy to see that the 
soheme is sllsceptible of development ill various directiolJs and that 
some of its provisions might be adapted so &8 to facilitate t,he exten. 
sion of credit direct to public corporations. 

A committee of financiers and busiuess men should be nomi. 
nated forthwith by the Council of the League of Nations for the 
purpose of defining the measures necessary to give practical effect to 
this Ilroposal. 

9. It has been represented to tbe Conference that more com
pl~te results might be achieved if t,hl' bomls uaen as collatersl wore 
to carry some jllttlTllat.iolll\1 guamJl tee . . 

The Conler<.>IIoe secs 110 oh.iectioll to the further considemtion 
of this proposal. The committt1e relerred to ill paragraph R above 
might usefully consider the ~ollliitiolls under which it could be 
applied. 

The Meulen Scheme 
Annexe A.-International Credit 

1. In order that impoverished nations, which under present 
circumstances are unable to obtain accomodation on reasonable 
t.erms in the open market, may be able to command the confidence 
IIe')68Sl\ry to attract· funds for the financing of their essential im
porte and International Commission shall be constituted under the 
auspices of the League of Nations. 

2. The Commission shall consist of bankers and buaineumen 
of lnteruational repute, appointed by the Council of the League of 
Nation~ 

3. The Commission shall have the power to appoint Sub·Com· 
milsiollS, and to devolve upon them the exel'cise of its authority in 
participating COUll tries or ill groups of participating countries. 

4. The Governments of oountries desiring to participate ahall 
notify to the Commispion what specific assets they are preparod to 
assign as security for commercial credit to be granted by the 
uationals of exporting countries . 

/) . The Commission, after examination of these assets, shall, of 
its own authority, determine the gold Y~lue of the credits which it 
would approve against the security of these &8Iiets. 

6. The participating Government Bhall then be authorised to 
prepare bonds to the gold value approved by the Commission each 
in one specific currenoy to be determined on the issue of the bond. 

7. The date of maturity and the rate of interest to be borne 
by theBe bonds shall be determined by the partioipating Government 
in agreement with OommisaiNI. 

02 
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8. The service of th8B(t bonda .hall be 88C~ alit ~. the· 

r4lVtMlUe of the a"igDed aeaete. . 
' . 9. The asaWDed aeaeta ~ io the first iostaDoe be adminis

tered by the participatillJ Government, or by the Internatiooal 
Commission as that Commillaion may in each case determine. 

10. The Commission shall at any time have the right of m&king 
direct representationa to the Council of the League of Nations as to 
the deairabilit,y of transferring the administration of the assigned 
aBBets either from the Commission to the participating GovernJIlent 
or from ibe participating Government to the Commisaion. 

11. Tbe decisioll of the Council of the League of Natiolls on this 
question shall be binding. 

12, After the preparation of tbese bOllds the participAting (fov
rrumeul, Abltll have the right to loan the bond to its own nationals, 
IVI' UStl by them I\S collateral security for importl\tiofls. 

13. The houils shall be made out ill sucb currencies and in such 
denominations as are a.pplica.ble to the particular transaction ill 
respect of which they Ilre issued. 

14. The participating Government, shall he free to t:\ke, or IIOt 
to tBke. security for the 10lln of these bonds from the lIatiolJals to 
whom they are lent. 

Il). The maturity and t.he rate of interest of t,he loan of the 
bonde shall be tixed by agreemellt between the partioipating Goverll
ment and the borrower of the bonds; they need not be the s&IIle as 
the maturity aud the rate of interest of the hOllds them.ehes. 

In. When making application to his Government fllr a loan 
of these bonds. the import6r must furnish proof that he has 
previously obtai lied from the lnternationtll Commission ~xpre81 
permission to enter into the transactioll for which the bonds are to 
be gi veil 808 collateral. 

17. Each bond, before it i~ handed over by the partioipating 
Government to the importer, shall be oOllntersigned by the Commi
RSioH ill proof of regist,ration. 

18. Having obtained tbe consent of the Commiuiop. and 
recei \'er\ from them the oountersigned bonda, the imP<l"ter will 
pledge these bonds to the exporter ill a foreign country for tbe 
period of the t.ranSlloCtion. 

19. The exporter will return to him on their doe date ,the 
ooupons of the pledged bonds, and the bonds tbe1D881,... on the 
complstJoll of the tranaaction. 

20. On receipt of the coupo~s and the bead. *~v.1y 
the import.er will ~rn them ito hi. Qaweruaeot. ' 

21. Bonds returned to the partioipatiDg Government .ball. ~ 
cancelhld, and may 8ubeequent.ly be 1'8pJaoed by otbv, .... 



THB BRUSSELS CONPEklJfOg '4'n 
..ttber in"tJw,' tame tlr m a difrerent CUtftooy; 'up'to an equivaJeot 
amount . 

. B." ·,The e:xport.er. or if he has pledged the bonds, the insti
tutio& with wmch be has repledged tbem, acting on bis bebalf, 
would ~ free, i,u the event of tbe importer not fulfilling the terms 
of his contract, to bold until maturity tbe bonds given as oolJaterai 
by the importer, or to sell them in aooordanee with the custom in 
his country in the case of default. 

23. In the lIeqofld alternative an option of repurohasing tbe 
bonds direc~ mUlt first be given for 8 sbort period to tbe Govern
ment which issued them. 

, 24. It a sa.le is resorted to and results in II. surplus beyond 
what is uecessary to rover the claims of the exporter upon the 
importer, the exporter shall be held accountable for that surplus 
to the Government wbiob iS8ues the bonds. 

215. The revenues from the assigned assets shall he applied 
as follows to the servioe of the bonds. 

26. Out of these revenues the Commission or the participating 
Government, as the case may be, sball purchase fc!reign currenoies 
sufficient to meet at their due date the coupons all all bonds at 
any ~me outstanding in t.he different foroign ourrenoiell. 

27. In addition, they shall ebtahlish abroad in the appropriate 
currencies a sinKing fund calculated to redeem a.t maturity 10 
percent of the bonds outstanding it! each of the different countries. 

28. Further, in addition to the amounts provided for payment 
of coupons' aud for the endowment of the sinking fund, they sha.ll 
establish out of tho assigned revenues a special reserve in one or 
more f&-eign currencies for the redemption of bonds sold in &Ccor
dance with paragraph 22. 

- 29. The amount to be set aside for the special reserve shall 
in each case be determined by the Commission. 

30. Any surplus rema.ining at the cud of (,Boh year after the 
provision of these services shall be at the free disposal of the 
participating Government. ' 

31. A participating Government shall hav() the right to offer 
its own bonds as oollateral for credits obta.ined for the purpose of 
importations on Government account. The previous assent of t,be 
Commi!lllion will in these cases also be required for the particular 
impOt'tatioDS desired by the participating Government. 

32. If a participating Government, which has been in ountrol 
of its auigned revenues should fan to fulfil its obligations, the ex
porter OODeemed will notify the CommilBioD and the Commi8siop 
.wt1l apply to tb6 Council oi the League of Nations for the transfer 
of the management of the a.!llictled reveJluesJo the CommilJl!ion. 
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33. The consent of the Oommission is ueceseo.ry whenever 

bonds secured on the assigned assets are given 85 collateral, and 
IShall, 88 a rule, be accorded only for the import of raw materials 
and primary necessities. , 

34. The Commission may, however, at its !liBeretion, sanction 
in advance the importation of specified quantities of such goods. 

315. 'Even in the MRe of imports under such a. gener~1 sanction, 
It notification of the particular transla.tion must be registered with 
tbe Commission. 

36. The assent of the Commission must a) so be obtained in 
every case to t.he trrm of the credit which it is proposed to open. 



The . Murray Report 
The following is the report of Mr. A. R. Murray, C. B. E. 

representative of the employers of faotory labour in India. at the 
Washington International La.bour Conferenoe, 1920 :-

At 8. meeting of the Indian Jute Mills Assooiation held in 
Ca.lo'utta. Oil 5th September, I had an opportunity of asoertaining 
generally the viewB of the members of that Association regarding, 
the hours of work a.nd conditions of factory labour in the Bengal 
jute mills. On the morning of 15th September, too, I attended an 
informal meeting of the Committee of the Mill Owners' Assooiation 
at Bomhay and bad a short diaeussiOll regarding the hours and condi· 
tioll of factory labour in the Bombay CottOIl mills. Apart from 
these two meetings I had 110 o[Jportunity of formally ascertaining the 
views of employers of labour in ludia. It was not until I was 
8ailing from Bombay on the 15th September that I received oopies 
of the Organizillg Committee's letter Slid questionnaire and relative 
papers. On my al"rival in LOlldoll on 6th October, I reoeived at 
the India Office copies of the thre(l reports prepared by tbe Organis· 
ing Committee IOI" the International Labour Conference, which had 
been published in Augnst. These reports analYRod and summarised 
the materials cOlltained ill the replies to the quest;ionnaire received 
from different Governments, and in them the Committee presented, 
as ,. result of their examilla.l,ioll of the materials, certain oonclusions 
'Lud r&commendations in tho shapo of draft; cOllventions as a basis 
lor the rlisOU8sioll by the Conference o[ the several subjects Oll tbe 
4genda. The first three reports deal respectively witb-(l) The 
oight hours day or 4t:i hours week, (2) Unemploymellt, (3) The 
employment of women aild children, awl the Beme Conventions 
of 1906 : but they cOIli.ain nothillg about IlJelia or Japan exoept 
Ilrovisiollal suggestioll of the Orgallizing Committee that these and 
similar countries might, be able to accept certain alternatives to 
the cOllvontions drafted for tbe other count.ries 01 the world. These 
no t.ifical.io1ls will be dealt with later and I merely refer to them 
at this stage to show that the Organizing Committee felt themaelvel 
justified in making suggestion~ to meet India's special circumstance. 
without baving before them materials on whioh to form opinion. of 
allY value. 

Before 1 left India, tbe Government of India. had drawn the 
.UehliOll of the local Governments to oertain paragraphs in . the 
J«dialJ ludultrial Commieaion's Report and bad invited tbe opinion 
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of the loeaJ 9:0vernments whether, taking into aooouot the ~~ 
pOettiOn of Indian mills and mill operatives, they think that the 
hours of labour ehould be shortened, an«\ U 10, to wbat extant, for 
what 131&8868 of labour and by what stages, if any, and al80 whether 
t~ere are other pointe in t~e. existing i&otory law reqlliring ,amend
ment. On receipt of replies the Government of India were to 
oonsider what further actions 8hould be taken; whether, for instance, 
it would be neee&Sary to 'appoint a Committee of Enquiry, or 
whether the opinions received would warrant the framing of legill
lation, either with or without further discussion with looal Govern~ 
ments. When I sailed, the Government of India could not have 
reoeived replies, from all 100111 Governments, to their request for ex
pressions of opinion as to shortening the hours of la.bour ; far in less 
have had time to consider oarefully such an important question in all 
its bearings 68 atf'eoting Indian labour 'and Indian 'industries. I W8.S, 

therefore, surprised to learn, in the oourse of informal disoussions with 
the Indian Government delegates when orossing the Atlantic, that they 
were prepared to agree, on behalf of the Government of India, to the 
prinoiple of a sixty hours week. On the faoe of the Government of 
India's replies to the questionnaire and relative explanatory Memo
randum on Indian labour conditions, there is /lothing to indioate why 
the Government of India should oommit themselves to a precise 
reduction of working hours. In discussions with the Indian Govern
ment and Workers' Delegates, I urrrl that the enquiries instituted 
by the Government of India should be completed, and all the faots 
taken into consideration before agreeing to any particular amend
ment of the existing Factory Act. This seemed to me the correct 
attitude for the Indian Delegation to take up at the COJlferenoc, but 
unfortunately I was unable to carry my fellow delegates with me on 
this point, aud we, therefore, arrived at Washington on 27th Octobe: 
1919, holding divided opinions on wha.t the Organizing Committee 
described 68 the most important ~ubject 011 the agenda for the oon
sideration of the Conferenoe. 

The recommenda.tions of the Committee as regalds India are 
illcorporated in Article 10 of the Draft Convention adopted by the 
Conference which reads as follows :-

In British India the principle of a sixty hours week !Sha.ll ~ 
adopted for all workers in the industries at present covered by tho 
factory aots administered by the Government of India, in mines 
and in such branohes of railway work as sha.ll be specified for thi!S 
purpose by the competent authority. Any mc,.k,eatioD of this 
limitation made by the competent authority shall be subjeot to tbe 
proviaions of Articles 6 and 7 of this Convention. In other l8f1PeCta 
the provisiollB of this Convention shaU not apply to India, but 
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shall hi 

Under the ftxifting Indian factory laws, adult .aerIes may work 
twelVij bours per dAJ in Indian textile induatries, women. 11 haul'll, 
and ohildren (between tbe ages of 9 and 14) 6hows. If the dn.ft 
Convention is ratified by the Indian Legislature, the effect of the 
foregoing artiole will be to limit the hours of work in Indian iudus
tries to 60 per week for both mell and women. It will be obsel'voo 
that. Artiole 10 app,lies to mines as well as other industries. The 
limitation of hours of work of adults ill miues will, if adopt~d. 
form a new departure in Indian mining legislation and this qu"tion 
wiII require oareful oonsideratiolJ by those interested. Indeed, tbe 
Committee reoommended that the GOV61'IImeut of India should be ' 
asked to oonsider the p08~ibilit~ of limiting the hours of underground 
work in mines to 54 in the week. They also recommenoed that 
the Government of India should bl1 asked to COli sider the possibility 
of adopting modified definition of "Factory," which would reduce 
the number of workers required to briug a factory uuder the scope 
of the Aot. U uder the existing Iudi!Ul fact'HY laws, this number 
is fixed at 150 although in cortain cases, it uy be, and has beell, 
reduced to 20. 

Mr. Joshi, the Worker's Delegate from India, gave notioe of 
a motion to add to the proposed Convention conoerning Illdia.- , 

1. The word "Factory" ill the Convention to be applied to 
India should mean, "any industry worked with Bteam, water or 
any other meohanical power or electrical power aud employing Dot 
le88 than tell persons." , 

(~Tho hours of work for warnell employed in factories 8hall 
not exooed 154 a week. ' 

(3) Childreu under 14 shall not Le employed for more than 30 
hours a week. 

These partioular proposals had all beeu fully disouB,ed in the 
Committee and were brought up in the Central Conferenoe by Mr. 
Joshi in the hope that he might be suocessful in getting them adopted 
there. On the seoolld last day of the Conference, however, .Mr. 
Joshi withdrew his proposed Ameudment in order to save time, ·and 
contented himself by putting in a written statement whioh appears 
in the Provisional Record of the 20th day of the Conference. He 
O)086S' .that statement by ~aying that be postpones oonsideratiot) of 
the quoation mentioned in his amendment to tho next ,ear. 
1Ii~ of the Conference in the strong bope that they will then, 
receiVe. very sympathetic collsideration. Tbe Committee', Report 
r8gardiug India and the I)ther COUll tries, except Japall, was adopted 
brtbe Conference by .l\ vote of G7 00 I, the disaenting ,,"ote being 
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that of the Worker's Delegate from Belgium, Mr. Martens, who is 
one of the Vice-Presidents of the International Federation of 
Trade U Dions. 

In addition to the Draft. Convelltion limiting the hours of work 
in industrial undertakings to eight in the day and fourty-eight in 
the week, ·two resolutions were passed by the Main Committee OD 
the Hours of Work. One had reference to work of re-construotion 
ill devastated areas which, it was agreed, justified special consirlera
tion. The other was ill the following terms: 

The provisions of this Convention shall not interfere with any 
better conditions already in operation, or agreed upon, for all or 
part of the workers of any country; neither shall they interfere with 

. any negotiations now proceeding in which the workers are !lsking 
for better conditions than t·be convcnt,ion provide~. 

Both resolutions were adoptod unanimously at the plenary 
sitting of the Conference on 25th November. Another resolution 
of impOl tance was proposed by the Worker's Delegates from France 
and Italy and was ultimately carried unanimously on the second last 
day of the Conference in the followilJg form :-

The Conference hoper, that in no case should the wages of 
workmen be reductld Bimply by reason of tha introduction of the 
8-hours day, and the 48-hours week, ill order that. the eonditions 
which exist in certain industries and which the present Conveution 
allows to continue may not Le aggravated by the impositioll of 
lower wa.ges on the workers. 

If ratified by the Indian Government, the effect of article 3 will 
ba t.o raise the age limit of children from 9 to 12 years, to widen 
the existing definition of a factory and to bring mining abd th j 

tr81lt!port and handling of goods within the scope of factory legis-
la.t.jon in India. < 



India -, 
In Parliament, 1920 

The ,House of Commons fiTllt met in 1920011 Feb. 10th. In the 
wllowing pages are given IIOme of the more important interpellations 
of the year on Indian affairs, exoepting military, pension and oognate 
matters of a technical nature, The outstanding features of the debates 
relat4 to the 1919 affairs of the Puujab under that arch-enemy of 
India, Micbael O'Dwyer, and the Rules fnmed under the new Reform 
Aot-the former by far the most stormy that has ever taken ~lace 
since a very long time in Parliament. 

The first report of the Punjab Government on the riots (rebel
lion, according to it) was Bubm\tted to the Government of India 011 

Ootober lIth, 1919,-six months after the tragic massacres! This 
report was kept a secret till it was issued as a White Paper on 
January 30th. 1920. On Deoember 16th 1919, Mr. Montagu stated 
in reply to a question in the House that he was not then fully in 
possession of the facts rolating to the Punjab Massaore (see Register 
1920, Part II. p. 381) and implored the House to suspend judgment 
till the Report of the Hunter Committee then sitting in India 
was ('ut. 

, But meanwhile the Punjab Government's admittedly one·sided 
report was issued on the eve of the meeting of Parliament, and the 
reason is obvious; for the intention W8.11 to influenoe public mind in 
favour of the Punjab officials. In answering a question on this 
subjeot on February 10th. Mr. Bonar Law described the report as 
merely"'a narrative of events" when it was in faot a strong oase deli
berately prepared in its own favour by O'Dwyer's Government. In 
rePly to a/lother question, however, he said, "until the Committee 
now sitting in lndia under Lord Munter to enquire into the distur
banoes had reporter! to the Government of India, and the Government 
of Indill have expressed their views to the Secretary of State, it 
would obviously be improper t<l take any aotion", though it was 
thought quite proper to publish and make known the facts abroitly 
maTllhalied by th~ Punjab Government. 

All this in the House of Commons. In the Lords, the Syden
ham gang waa not inactive. 

On Feb. 25th. 1920 Lord Sydenham asked the foUoW'iDa 
quclClon :-

Lord Sydenham :-Mr Lords, 1 beg to ask the Secretary of 
S~te for India (Lord Sinha) whether the Secretary of State haa been 
informed that-

~:s 
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1. Among the inflammatory notices poilted at Layallpor on 

April 13th last was one suggesting to the mob that there were Europ
ean womOD at the r,,\lying post who should be outraged. 

2. The necessity for proolaiming martial law at· Lyallpllr has 
been denied. 

3. During the week ending January 17th last, all Europea.DS 
were directed not to enter Delhi, the capital city of India, for four 
daYR, in consequence of celobrations attending the release from intern
mellt of Mahomed Ali and Shaukat Ali. 

4 . ludiall witnosses before the Hunter Commission, who gave 
evidonc.e not in accord alice with the views of the Nati~nal Congres~, 
have ~fJon cruelly persecuted and boycotted. 

5. Public buildings, slIch as schools, have beon permitted to 
he \lscn [01' political meetings organised by the party which bas 
Ul\nl :~Ii(l ccl the reca\l of the Viceroy. 

Viscount Sandhurst :-My Lords, I hope that my noble Friend 
will allow me to answer the questiolJs ill tho absence of the Under 
~ocre t a ry of State, who is ill India. The Secretary of State for Indil\ 
is aware that a notice Buggest.Jng the diBhonouring of English womell 
WM found Vas ted up at LyaJIpur. He is also awa.re that the neoessity 
for procbilflillg mal'tiallaw in allY Punjab rlistrict has been widely 
questioll eu ill India. This inrle lld is olle of the main subjects of 
ill<\\1iry by the Hunt.er Committee. On the third, fourth, snd fifth 
points the ~ocrot.ary of Rtate is illformerl as follows: Europeans 
ge1/orally !n oidt'cl Delhi city a t the periorl in ciliestion, but 1lO prohi · 
bit.Dry orders were issued to civilians alJd, ill fact, the Cbiof Commi
s~ioll o r reports that certain Europeans were assisted through tho 
CrD\\({ by volunt eers 011 tho day of the Ali brother's receptioll . .orders 
were, howp\'or, iSRuod to t-he t.roops, British and Iudiall, by the 
OCl II"ral Otfic)or Commanding Delhi Brigade, placing Delhi city <lIlt 
of hlHlnfls from .hlluary l,~ to IH illclusive. The object was to avoid 
po~s ihlt\ collisiol!s bet.ween the troops and the mob. This course 
has frequelilly boen adopted all occasion of festivals. Tho Govern-
!'/Jont h ,lV O had report.s that Sir Unlar Hayat Khan aud other pro
Governmtlllt witnesses before the Hunter Committee havo been 
Mlcorded ho.tile receptiolls. Rpports have also beeu received that 
II:diIlIlS con~i,j cred to be pro· Government are subject to social pene· 
cution and boycott. No reports hilI'S been received that meetillga of 
the nat ure referred to have been held in schools. The foundation 
l·f the rurnour is probably due the fact that scllool boYB often take 
a l>rOmillent part in meetings of the extremist party and are 
employed as volunteers jn public demonstrations. It may be added 
that· ugitation for the recall of the Viceroy is very little ill evidence 
at present. 
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Lord Hunter's Report was submitted to the GovL of India on 

M.rob 8th. 1920; it was forwarded by that Govt. to the Sel'rotary 
of State on May 3rd ar·d was issued to the public iu JUlle, together 
with the famous deapatoh of the Secretary of State. Thon camtl 
that nauseating fusillade of questions in the Commons inspired by a 
sympathy of Dyerism given 01\ page 460, et seq., and theu that 
historic debate in Pal'!iament on July Stb 1920. 

Regarding the Debate on Amritsar aDd General Dyer, the 
following critical account given by a 'Student of Politics' and pub· 
lished in the London U.me~ is worth reproducing.-

"Wheh tho Secretary for India rose to-day to speak 011 GWloral 
Dyer's couduct, at Amritsar, the benches were more crowded thltll 
they ba~e been for a year, except in some of tbe Russiau debates. 
Before a word was said, one could feel the air heatilJg wit'h 
excitement. 

"Mr. Montagu is a sincere man and a genuine Liheral, hut ho 
does not know tho Honse of Commons. His ovelling speoch waR bad 
advocacy, and one could see his critics growiug moro alld murtl 
irritated with each sentellce. He acknowledged t,he sOJ'viccs of 
General Dyer, but said hi~ prillcipl~s were wrollg whell 1](l dlJclar
ed that his intention W<iS to read IIIOillllti at large a "moral ItJtibUII"

that was terrorism. His compulsory salaamilJg aud his "all lours" 
order were racial hllmiliatioll. His scttiug up of fbtl whi[Jl'ilig 
triangles was the policy of frightfulness. 1'11O"e thiugH wore iii(\o!i' 
sistent with our policy in India. If you justified U('lieral lJYl'f, i 
meaut that we ruled Iudia by tho sword; alid tho \'ud o[ t,ha;, 
policy would be that our rule ill Iudia would Atiuk ill 1 bll 1I()~tril, 
alike if our OWII democracy and of the Illdian people, !l1,d tha:, 
t,he two would combine to close it. You must cho(Jw 1o!ltIl"OCII thl' 
poLicy of force and the policy of part lIel ship, You could flol, rni): 
thA two, voting for partn~rship One ycar and fOf {orn) the lli'xt. At! 
Mr. Mont.agu developed this argument the HOllHO LnCalll() llioro HUrl 

more restive. When he went 011 to say t.hal, t,hcrc was a thool'Y 
abroad that an Indian was tolerable only so IOllg as he obeyed orders, 
interruptions swelled into a prolonged roar of anger. Ho persibtllu 
courageously and lowered the horns of his dilemma more r.1811:l.c.;ilJgly. 
"Choose, ohoose," he said, "betwoen race ascendancy alld partller
ship, and 00 your choice will depelld the continuance of the British 
Empire." 

"The House was now thorougbly angry. It had not expected 
this svrt of speech. It was bad advocacy ill two ways. It was too 
passiooate, and the malcontents were irritated by its sharp logical 
dilemmas. Seoondly, the English mind does not work in that way. 
We Bore the most daring political generaliser in the world, but it 



420 iNDIA IN PARLIAMENT 
i. our way in politics, as in science, to proceed induotively from the 
particular to the general, and not from the gonera.l to the particular; 

"The House would have welcomed the principles of Mr. Montagu. 
which were not merely sound, but Iloble, if he had led up to them 
by all accumulation of illiitanoes. But between our inJuctive Englilh 
method of politioal argument and this deduotive argument from 
sharply o\,posed logical propositiolls, there is an interval of 2,000 
years, and 30 deg. of longitude. East and West, be they produced 
ever so far, will never meet" and Mr. Montagu, patriotio and sinoere 
Englisb Liberal as be is, is also a Jew, and in excitement has th&men
tal idiom of tbe East. That waB the fault of a speech which in logical 
idea"'was a singularly pure and brilliant expression of Liberal doctrine. 

"A more violent contrast than that between the speech of Mr. 
Montagu and that of Sir Edward Carson who followed, it would be 
impossible to conoeive. There was not 0. general idea in Sir Edward 
Carson's speech, unless we regard his passion for justice to the 
individual as a general idea. "We cannot try him, but we have a 
right to insi8t that he shoulc! have a fair trial." For the rest, his 
speech was an appol~1 to prejudice. '1'0 break a man without fair 
trial, was un·Euglish ; you must trust the man on the spot. Even if 
tbere hac! been an error of judgnHlIJt, ought he alone to bear the 
consequences 1 His strongest point was that the punishmept was 
not immediate, but was delayed. How unfair for armchair politi
cians in Downing street to paSd these judgments on men who had 
these frightfully difficult practical problems, not of their own making, 
1-0 solve. You mnst encourage your agents by your support if they do 
the onset. Perhaps General Dyer had saved India. The substance 
of the speech was extraordinarily Iloor; the manner was impressive, 
and the ac!vocacy perfect. • 

"Mr. Churchill, who followeo. lYas amazingly skilful, aud turned 
the House (or _0 it seemed) completely roul\d. He began so halting· 
ly as to get the I.a.tient ear of the House. He avoided at first ex
pressiug au opinion 011 the merit,s and entered 011 au elaborate, not 
to say, dry discourse on the law of master and servant in the Army. 
He defined the three degrees of dissatisfaction with tbe conduct of 
all officer in the Army. General Dyer's retirement on half· pay was 
tbe mildest of the three punishment.s, and YOIl could not say he had 
been treated unfairly unless you were also prepared to insist, aD a 
speoial trial for the hundreds of offioers who had been treated so 
during and sHiee the war. He mel, the argument tbat General Dyer'. 
conduct hac! been condolled by bis snperiors by m~killg it o}l;tar that 
but for that. he would have beon subjected 10 severe punisbment. 

"Having thus met the suspicion that there W&8 8OlD.thing 
especiaUy vUldictive ill the treatment of General Dyer, Mr. Cburchill 
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began to deal :with the merits of the case. He admitted the dill.' 
cultiet! that oonfronted an offioer in dealin; with civil disturb· 
a~ee. ,Still there were oertain elementary tests. Was the orowd 
with whioh he bad to deal attacking or threatening to attack 1 Wu 
it armed 1 At Amritsar the answer to both the questions was in the 
negative. He then went on to desoribe the slaughter. We had" 
pIcture of the crowd maBBBed in a narrow apace, rushing wildly fl'9m 
centre to the oorners and baok again, u the guns were turned to this 
direction or that. The feeling of pity grew dominant &8 the pioture 
beclWIle more vivid. -

"Mr. Asquith f~lIow9d with a oriticism of Sir Edward Carson's 
speech. He oomplained that he had not addressed himself to the 
merits of the case. To uk the House of Commone to reverse the 
decision that had been taken was to condone one of the worat 
outrages in our history. ' 

"After that the debate fI~ged. Mr. Spoor for the Labour Party 
developed that General Dyer was typical of an Anglo I,ndian spirit 
whioh wu not only illiberal alJd tyrannical, but was undermining 
the foundations of our rule. 

"Feeling was again very high when Mr. Bonar La.w rose to wind 
up the debate. He laboured to show that he understood all the 
difficulties of General Dyer's position, but hardly sucoeoded in 
soothing the anger of the malcontents. He seemefi less sucoessful 
uBually in gauging the moods of the Hou~, and ill ma.naging them. 

"The Labour amendment to reduce the India Offioe Vote by 
£100 was lost by 247 votes to 37 ; and Sir Edward Carson's amend
ment, also for .... reduction of the vote, by 23Q'votes to 129." 

"General Dyer listened to the debate from a seat under the 
galle~. The following Indian Princes were in the Distinguished 
Strangers' Gallery; The Mah8r~& of JbalJawar, the Mahar~a of 
ltapurthalla, the Tikka Sabeb of Kapurthal&, the Maharaja of Coooh 
Behar, the Yuvaraja of Mysore, the Maharaja of Alwar, and the Jam 
Saheb of Nawallagar." 

The Lord' 5 Debate 
The Debate in the Lords on Lord Finlay's Motion U to deplore 

the conduot of the case of General Dyer alii unjust lAd as establiehing 
a l'reoedent dangeroUi to the preservllotioll of order in the face of 
rebellion" l~ted for two days and wu lively in the es:treme. It 
had all the &04X)mpalJiments of a great occasion. For onoe the Pee1'lJ 
of the realm found means to leave their shady oareer.~~ OODit&ltte 
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to auert a principle on which la1 the ioundati~ of their decrepit 
exiatance. More tha.n 200 of their Lordshipa, in.oat of them III! 

ionocent of that pampered chamber &8 of India, attended BIld a very ; 
"distinguished" gathering of Peeresses and 'fashionable' society
women, reeking C&pite.iists and other friends a.nd admirers oi"tbi! 
"Hero of the Punjab", leut an ilnposing air to the assembly. The 
Gaekwar of Baroda, the Maharani, and other Indian Princes and 
lJoblemen &180 attended. 

Lord Finlay had been well briefed for his job. He stuok to 
the case of General Dyer throughout, without any concern for the 
graver issues ilJvolved for the poople of India or a word of sympathy 
for t.he ilJuocent victims of the massacre. He condemlJed the 
partisanship which the Iudian members of the Hunter Committee 
had displDyed aDd depicted the disadvantages under which the 
accused officer laboured. • 

Lord Siuha, apologetic iu his tone and mauner, was more placid 
and restraiued. Perhaps the atmosphere of the House was too 
strollg for him and he thought it wiser to leave the more uuqllalified 
denunciations to those who could speak with cabiuet authority. He 
went out of his way to condemn the activities of Mr. Gandhi, which 
was altogether uncalled for, especially in relation to tho new move
ment of Non-Co·operation. It was a calm well reasoned speech. 

The Lord Challcellor mercilessly denunciated the cruel acts of 
General Dyer. He did this certaillly in ull!J.ualified language such &8 

olle does not often hear from sucb lofty quarters; but he 0.180 showed 
that he was not unaware of the dell per i~sues that were at stake and 
of thtl fundamental Ilt'illciples that thtlfll were iuvolved. In words 
tha.t were worthy of the high office which htl holds, Lord Bir~enhead 
asserted the right oi IndialJs to equal treatment with other citizens 
of the empire, aud he warned their Lord!;hips of the harm they wopld 
be doiug ill India if they pa.ssed the resolutiolJ. 

The case for the Govllfllmont of India was stated by Lord 
Meston. His busiuoss was to justIfy the policy of findiug a scape
goat for others (himself included). He was the only speaker who 
thought it uecessary to dofend the action of the Viceroy. 

Lord Curzon declared his distrust of t,he theory that General 
Dyer saved the Punjab by his exertions, aud he altogether denied 
that he saved India by example. Were the principles upon whioh 
General Dyer acted approved, said his Lorllship, we should lower 
our reputation~ India. lower our own staudard8 of justice Bnd 
humanit.y, 8ud debase the currecy of our lI8tionai bonour. The 
House heard him throughout with breathless interest, but with 
80arcely a sign of approval. Tbe motion was adopted by 129 votes 
to 86-a direot defeat of the Government ! 
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lI()fJ~8 OF· COMMONS-Feb. 18t1~ 19!O 
Mr . . f.)nmb1! (}(we asked the Secretary for India what instruo

t.ion, of any, have been sent by him to the Government of India or 
t9 'the Governor of Madras with regard to the framing of the 
franchise, rules governing the representation of non-Brahmins in 
the provinoe of Madras; and whether an agreement has beon reaohed 
by the Government of India with regard to the method and amount 
of representation to be given to the non-Brahmins in Madras 1 

T-bl\ President of tbe Board oi Education (Mr. Herbert Fisher) : 
My rigbt hon. friend has sent no instructions either to the Govern
ment of India or t,be Governor of Madras, bAyond requesting them 
t,o carry out as speedily as possible (along with other reoommenda
tions) the recommendation of the ,Joillt Seolact Committee oontained 
in paragraph (c) of their Report. Hilder t.hA heading "Clause 7", 
!\nd explaining to the Govert1or of Madl"J.s that in recommending 
provision for non- Brahmins of "Sflparate representat,ion hy meane 
of resprvation of seats" the Commit.t.ee diel not intend to reoommend 
the setting lip of separate eleotorates cOllsisting only of non-Brah· 
mins. The Viceroy reported on Ja.nuary 26t.h that Lord Willing
don was hopeful of a Apeedy settlemellt of the mat.ter. I am not 
aware whether a settlement bas actually been reached. 

Mr. Ormsby-Gore: Is tho right hon. gentleman not aware 
th.t the Joint Committee expressly slolggtlsted that the matter 
should not be left to tbe Governor of Madras but dealt with by 
the Government of India on its own illitiative and that a great 
rlea.1 of unrest hus be"11 caused in Madras by tho intervention of 
the Governor of Ma.dras ill the very delicate negotiations1 

Si. J, lJ . liees : Who would pl'Operly intervene, or more properly 
in tervolJe, than tho Governor of Madras7 

_ M,', Fi,,/tef': I think it is quite obviolls that the Governor of 
Madras is the proper perSOll. 

l:iir J. D. Rtel asked what progress had been made by the 
Committee on finallcial rolations which is considering the question 
of provincial oontributions to t.he Government of India in view of 
the eventual equalisation ill incidence of such contributions 1 

Mr. Fjsher: The work of the Committee is barely begun, and 
no report of its progress has yeat been received. (See P. Ill, p. 49). 

HOU8E OJ? UOMMONS-Feb, ~5th 19~O 
Strikee at Bombay. 

C~l WtJdgwood asked the Secretary of State for India whet1l81' 
the Bombay mill stl'ikel'8 were fired on in January of this year; and 
how ma.ny casualties resulted among the India.n population 1 

The P"~Mlftt of till B8M'd of Ed'UCaI~* .• !.Herbert Fi.ber) ; 
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I ' ,a1J1' tnfona.t: .that .fOlia 8t~. of :the.'bJiaa: ~J. 
the "mob attacked, -., .. pi9kptl;lf "mijitar)' . ~li~~ .,.aoeompai aecJ, bJ II 
~,p.trate, tb~ I;D&g1strate and others of t'tie party being Btn:i9k b~ 
Bt(me.; 9n, the crOwd beinl, ordered to ditpene' tlIe~disp"'e~ 8 
dd&nt attltude i threat. of firmg bad no 8'fJect on Ute 'tOOl'l, ·.nd:~ 
magistrate gave orden to'disperse it by foree. The .tlrjeaait·'A~ .,tie: 
p.,l'a'te flred one round 'each, killing. one rioter and seriousl) inJUrins 
another. Subsequently, when as the result of the Governor'. medtt.lJ 
tion, eODceasions were made to hhe stikers and ' preparations made td' 
start work I\t four or five mms, determined efforts· to preToot; ,this; 
were made. At one mill large orowds stoned the'militBtoy p08fla. 
fareibly entered t.he mill oompound and stoned the cashier and two' 
sepoy.. A few rounds were fired, one mill hand being wounded in 
the thigh. The Governor of Bombay has brought to my notioe the 
admirable conduot· during these di~turba'llce.e of .the military alld 
~ who were on duty oontinuously for nearly a month and were 
opnlrtantly engaged in minor confliots with tht mob. ,1 fe~ sure 
t~at . the Houae will agree that Sir George Lloyd was justifred 
in'this opinion. 

Legal Proceeclings Against Minister •. 

Colonel Yate askod whether the exclusion of Ministers ,from being 
sned in the High Court! in India, as provided for in the Gove.rnment 
of India Aot, will have the effect of differentia.ting the Qonlti.tu~ 
of India from that.of all the Dominions and of this country, and 6f 
de.nying to the peoples of India any means of redress in the case 
of ille,al proceedings by Ministers. 

Mr. Fisher: I understand that my hon. and gaU~t friend if , 
referring to the Amendment ma.de by means of part II of the 8econd 
Sohedule to the Government of India Act, 1919, whereby ministers 
a,pwinted under that Act are brought within the Bcope of Seot.\Qll 
no of the Government of India Aot, 1911H6. The Amendment 
rtlferred to has no effect at all in Ii va of the m&.iOl" provinoes in lndia. 
1. three provinces it has the effect oj plaoing Milliliters in the same 
1e6a1 position as that occupied by Governors and Lieut.-Governors of 
provinoes amI members of their Executive Coullcils. To a limited 
extent lIO doubt the position of Miuisters ill India will in this respect 
be different from that of Miuisters in the Dominions, but it must 
be remembered that Ministers in India are not in alhespeoUoD 
the same footil}las Ministers in the Dominions. It is DoUtut date' 
that the Amtftfdment . win have the etreet of· denying to tM .,eol'le, 
of Ihdia' an· means' of' redress in the case of ille«al prooeedi'llg& by 
Mi~s., Proceedings may·· be taken 'aglt.inat MtftUtersi.~~ 
~ proflsiona ·of the Aat. The provisions Of theeeeoon'm: ~ 
may berepealed~ at any time by the IndiaD'~ 
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Mesopotamia (Army of Occupation) 
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Colooel W~'/J)ood asked how muoh of the cost, if any, of the 
Army of Occupation and the civil administration ill Mesopotamia 
f"lIs directly or indirectly upon the Exohequer of India 1 

Mr. FMl.tr: No part of the cost of the civil administration of 
Mesopotamia falls upon the India. Exchequer. The S"me is ['ow 
the Ollie ~II regards the Army of Otloupation. During the War the· 
ordinary (~ut not the extraordinary) charges of the troops despau,hed 
from Ind~ for service in Mesopotamia and other theatres of W IU' were 
borne by Indian revenues uuder the Parliameutary Rellolutiolls of 
16th September and 26th November 1914. No cOllt.ributioll iR 
now being msde hy India towards the cost of the troops overseas. 

Military Affair. (Commi •• ion 01 Inquiry) 

Mr. Spwr asked the Rer,retary for India if he will state 
how far the Committee or Commission enquiriug inro Indian 
military "trairs has heen ahle to proceed with that enquiry Blld 

how soi:>n the Report will he forthr,omillg ; whether bo will state if 
the deliberations of that body Bre heilJg carried on under the pre· 
l'Iidelll'Y or aeting chairmanship of Hir Michael O'Dwyer, the ex· 
Lieutenant·('TOvernor of the Punjab, whose admiuistration of that 
Province during the spring of last yeal' came under examiuation 
by tbe Hunter Committee and has been the subjeot of controversy 
both here and in India; and, if he is so actiuB, whether he will 
consider the advisability of relieving him of that position until his 
administration of the Punjab, which supplies a oonsiderable 
percen_ge of the recurib; for the Indian army has been oleared 1 

Jfr. Fishm': Thtl Committee will shortly complete their 
inll'liries in India, but no estimate can be given of the date 
when their Report will be issued. Sir Mochael O'Dwyer is acting 
chairman of the committee. The Secretary of State sees flO reason 
for relieving him of the position. His administration of the PUlljab 
has no bearing on the matters under discussion by the Committee. 

IndUllrial Workera (Wales) 

J}[r. Jlwn Davi~vn asked the present rates of wages paid 
to Indian workers in the principal industries; and whether it is the 
intention of the Government to take steps to eneure an early 
approximation of Indian indllstrial conditione to BritJih &talldardfI' 

Mr. Fi~hfr: AB in serveral oases, inflreaBeI have recently beeD 
granted I have no euet information l1li to the present rate. 01 
wagee in the various industriel in India, but 1 will enquire. The 
aettled policy of the Government of India. "biola hae ~ lulj 

M 
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approval of my' right bon. Friend, ,is to im-Prove, as rapidly tAe 
cOl,ditiou of rtidislJ workers, but in a country like India British 
stalldlirds carJllot ill aU' cases be adopted. 'f-his, as the' bon. 
Member is aware, is recognised ill Article 405 of the Treaty of 
})eace, which lays down that in framing Draft Con'¢fmtiolls aDd 
Hecomme udatiOWI for gtl~eral a.ooptioll, the IllterDational Labollr 
Conference sball suggest modifications to meet the caso of thoso 
countries ill which, to quote the \HJrds of the Treaty, "climatic 
cOllditiolJs, imperfect developmeut of illdustrial orgalJisatioll or 
other special circumstances, make tile ilJdustria.1 conditions "flubs-
tantially different," ' , 

Li~ut. commander KI'1I1I'urlhy: Can the right. hon. Gentleman 
Bay wbetber it is the intention of t·he GoverumeIlt of India to 
retain power over I,abpur legislatioll alld to illtrodure allY syst.em 
of l(>gat millimum wage in lndia as haR heen suggesled ) 

i'il', .T. D. I:f('.' , Can the right h~n, n(~lItl!'lnrrll s;w whrthl'l' 
the approximation to the Briti8h ~talldard will ilJdllflc llw compulsory 
adoption of ElIglish clothillg, food m.d honsillg, al d if EO, wr.-o 
will pay for the mutiny which mllBt r('sult' 

lIfr. Fi .• hrr: It is ohviollS that ther(' must be gmaj difFerellces 
hetween economic legisLltioll ill lunia alJd ill England. The 
dirferences must be arljuRtcd to th(' economic circumstances in the 
two countries. The whok matt~r of the eeollomic legislation 
suitable to Indian ('onditi(Jn~ i~ tlll(lor the r.otJRiclt'mtion of the 
Government of India. 

Colefnel W'edgwood : Is tho right hOIl. GC1Itleman aware that at 
I,resent there are 60,000 mill workers out ill Bombay, striking for 
higher wageR, and may WI' lludcl'stnlHi that t hc cause of thrse 
striking mill-workers i" heing SUppOl trd by iiir George Lloyd and 
til" Government agaillRt the employers, with a view to securiJl!i:, a 
w'lge more compatable with that pair! ill other cl)llntries '~ 

IIfr. lfuillCo()d ; Under the Government of Inctilt Act, are they 
lIot .calla!>l(> of dealing with these cases in India '! 

)lr. Fillter ; ~ir George Lloyd has already intervened in an 
important labour dispute in Bomhay and hi~ illtcrventio.Il has booll 
etfec i\'e in securing Ii settlement, and I have no rea.soll to suppose 
that his illtnl'vention ill !lily later displlte will be less successful than 
in the put. 

</ol<nuZ W~gwood : Is the right hon. Gentleman .llot awa.rethat 
there il9 a (lispate on now and. t.hat 60;006 men are out in Bomllay ~ 

Burma Rice Trade 

Mr. Talhot ~kfld' the Rccretary,ior India ~·ketller·hek,A~W, 
hi t,he Position to makc a stat-emcnt respeoting , the exceS!!lve Prii~ 
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t1~ed 'by the Goverumellt or india for rioe exported' to 'Ceylou'n'i:d 
terta.l11 ather British'Domibions? ' 

!Iiif',. Fisher: As . the' reply is somewhat long I propose:, by f~e 
permission 01 UIY Hon. Friend to oirculate it in the Official Report 

, , , 
7'11E FOLLOJVING IS THE lJ,EPLY'i'EFERRBD 1'0:-
The 'ot>ject which the Goverllment of Indi1l. had in Yew in aSilU

milllf'tilntrol o>'er the Burma rice tra.de was to enable consUmers in 
Iudi" .. hd Burm~ to obtain a jitable food at a rMsoilable price and 
to sftpplemellt the $eriously depleted stocks in India.. As this 111lC6'
sarily involves!l. limitation of the r~rofits of produoers, the- Govern
ment of India are under·all ohiligatioll to obtaiu a fair market price 
for the exportable surplus alld to restore the profits to the l~rnduc~rs. 
But although the world shortage of rice,' caused by the faihire of the 
:-;iam crop a11d a sbort Burm'\ frOP, would bave enabllld exoeedirigly 
high prices to have been obtained, tbe moderate minimulll export 
price of about. Us. 15 per cwt. f. o. h. Rangoon has been fixed 
agltinst a CORt price of'Rs.~) at which IlJdia is supplied. Tbis export 
price is "ery cOllsiderably les8 than the world prico, which 'but for 
the control, British Possessiolls woulll ba.ve been compelled ,to pay. 
Further-a.nd perbaps more important--praotically the whole of the 
expc,rtable Hurplus has been reserved for British Possessions. This 
snrplu8, unfortunately, is insufficient to meet all demands, but is 
llCing distributed as fairly as pORsible. Had this oontrol not been 
tstablished it is reasolll1bly c(lrtain that the Colonies would not' only 
;.,we beell forced to pR.y a mur,h higher price, bnt would have been 
nnable to ohtain the (ll1antitip.8 allotted to thQm nnder the scheme. 

l,ast wC'ek the Viceroy I'ceeived a deputation from Ceylon which 
repre~ol1tcd tlw RcrioUA cOllditiolJ of a.ffairs in the island caused hy th~ 
bj,gh price of rico. Lord Chelmsford, while sympathising with the 
deputatioll , emph<ltically repudiated the Rnggestioll that the Govern
mCl'lt of Inrlia ~ertJ in allY \\'ay n'spoilsible for the rise in the price 
of rice in the world's market~, m,d pointed out, as explllined abov!3, 
that, the control which had l,oen estll hlished enable Ceylon to aMain 
her requirements at mnch below world prices. In tbe mMtel' of 
allotml:lnts also, Ceylon had been treated very favourably,. as 360,6{)0 
tons·bad be·on reserved for the colony. To tbe oomplaints of l,be 
deputation, tbat noprO\'OU8 warning had heen given. t;he Vtreroy 
replied that, so long .ago as N ovem ber hut, tbe ,Ceylon ~'ood 'Oontrol
l~krielW that the 'COntrol- over exports might be removed, andt't~ 
~Vf;irnment of Ceylon therefore should have been prepared fQl"& Tise 
in 'tob~ pri()e of Burma rioe to the level of world priees. A&l'eg&'l!ds 
~e'6l11oiJl1 of the depqta.tion, that Ceylon should l)C tr&a~'l!d us 
Pari; of Irldia, Lord· Chelmsford, wbile reoogtlising the el~j> btittwi. 
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cal and geographical connection 'lMwe-en the two oountries, pOinted 
out that Ceylon was politicallly and financially independent 
of India, and could not expect to obtain wba.t would in eft'8ct 
amount to a large subsidy from India by receivillg ita supplies 
of rice at less than the price which had been aeeepted by other 
Colonies without question. But moved by the appeal on behalf 
of the general population,· and especially the Indian population, 
and having regard to the fact that Oeylon affords employment 
for the surplus population of Southern India, which might be forced 
to' return to India in the event of a food Ihortap in Oeylen, he 
agreed to supply 180,000 tons of rice at the flat l'a.te of Re. 12 cwt. 
I feel lure that my HOD. Friend will agree that the cOllCessiOll which 
the Vioeroy has found it possible to make-involving as it does 
a 8urrellder of over £1,252,000-is a substantial one a.nd I trust 
that it will serve to relieve the situatjon in Oeylon. 

Mr. Gidfm~ Murray: Is the reply satisfactory?" 
Mr. Fi&her: It depends upon the point of view from whioh 

the reply is regarded, 
Mr. Murray: Will a reduction lJe made in the prioe that 

i8 being charged for the rice '( 
Mr. Pisher: Yea. 

Indentured Labour (Fiji) 

MI'. Fredric Robe'rts asked the /:;ecretary of /:;tate for 
India whethel a deputation of Fiji planters is at present in India : 
whether this deputation is demanding the continuance of inden
tured labour iu Fiji: and whether His Maiesty's Governhlent 
and the Government of India will make a public denial thtt there 
is any intention of supplying indeu~ured labour to Fiji, In view 
of the recent unrest there 7 ... 

• i!1-. }'i"~lter: The unofficial Fiji Missioll now in India is 
certainly not asking for a renewal of indentured labour, whioh 
is quite well understood to have been finally stopped. The recent 
unreet in Fizi o('cul'reu after the caucellation of all remaining 
i ndeu liures. 

J.l[r. William Un tier asked the Hecretary of State tor India 
if he will IItate how many Indians have left India during the last 
III years uuder indenture and how many are at present under in
cieuturc, lind in what loealitie!!. 

Mr. Fishel' : In the last 10 yeaf8, 6, 401 tndians have left India 
uuder iudenture but none have gone since 1917. I gave the han. 
and gAoliaut Member for Gate8head, on the ~4th Februa.ry, the latest 
figure!! as til the ntllllbtlf st,iIl ullder indenture in the several 
IJuJol1jIJ'" 
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Strikes and the MiIitMr 

2i9 

Nf', LuI''1/, asked how many strikes have occurred in India 8ince 
the beginning of this year ; in how many cases WBre troops called 
out j on how many occasions have there been confliots between the 
strikers and the military in which the military fired on the crowd; 
and what bas been the total number of casualties resulting among 
the Indian population 1 

Mr. Fisher: Information available"at the India Office shows 
that since the beginning of the year, in addition to the widespread 
strillea in the Bombay Presidency, which affected the cotton mills 
and other induBtries, strikes occurred in the Jamalpur railway work
shops, at four Calcutta jute mille, and at Oawllpore. No official 
information has yet been received regarding the more reoent striko 
at Jamshedpur. As t'egards the latter pa.rt of the question I would 
refer the hon. Member to the replies given on the 25th February 
and the 3rd Match to 4uestiolls asked hy the hou. aud gallant 
Member for Newcastle uuder-Lyme and the hon. Member for 
Barnard Oastle, 

Mr. W. Thn)lle : Does the right hOIl. Gentleman !lot think that 
the economic conditions of the Indians would be very much better if 
they were not compelled to carry OIl their backs Ilome of the tribe of 
Civil Servants? 

Mr. Lu'ltn asked how many ioru and still workers are at pre· 
sent on strike in ,Jamshedpur District: and whether an attempt iii 
being made to give the strikers' claims a fair hearing and to arbitrate 
the strike on British lines, in view of the regrettable occurrences at 
Hholapur and elsewhere 1 

Mr. Fisher: I have received no report from the GoVerIlmellt of 
India-regardiug the strike. 

Colonel Wedgwood: Will the right hOIl. Gentleman take steps 
to obtain a report 011 this strike from the Government -of India '~ 

Khil.fat Dele,ation. 
Luut. Cokmd .I ames asked t he Secretary of State for India 

whether the Indian Khilafat' or Islamic delegatioll at present visiting 
this country is led by certain Muhammad Ali : whether this Muham
mad Ali, is the sa-me individual who, 011 account of his revolutionary 
tendencies and his intimate association with the Committee of 
Ullion and Progress, was interned on bis OWlj responsibility by His 
Highness the Nawab of Rampur and who was suusequently interned 
hy the Iudian Governmeut, together with his brother Shauka.t Ali, 
who had ea.rned a similar reputatioij at the Uuiversity of Aligath ; 
whether the inclusion of a man of such revolutionary tendenciea on 
this IsllUQic delegation is approved by the Government of India and 
wbetber he will consider the possible prejudice to thc CaUse of the 
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millions of 10yal1slamio subjects of the Crown of. the ·inclusion of an 
avowed revolutionary on a mission of this kind? 

Mr. Fi.'lhtr : The a.nswer to the first part of the question is in 
the affirma.tive. As regatds the second Jlart, the leaner of the dclt,g1lo
tiO'tI i. the 8J!.me individual who was interned by the Gbvernment of 
Indig.. With regard to 'the third and fourth parts of the questioll, 
the Govel!nment of India had no hand in selecting the -personal of 
the delegation., I can accept no responsibility on this point. 

!ABut. Col<Jncl Jarn,6.~ : Is it a fact that members of the delegation 
h,ave been officially received by represeJJtatives of the Indian Gbl'ern
ment in this country; does not such receptiolJ COllstItute an a.ct of 
approval of the constitutioll of tho delegat.ion; and is it a fact that 
the Government of India, quite properly, had 110 hand in selecting 
the personel of the delegation1 

Mr. Speaker: The hon and gallwtlt Melllher should hand ill his 
question at the Table. 

Uol<mel Wsdgwood : Is the right hOIl. Gentlema.n aware tha.t, a 
visit of a Committee of this kind is of tho utlllost ad vantage to the 
relations between ourselves and the Muhammadans in I ndill; amI 
is he a,lso aware that it can only be of advantage tv this Elnpire for 
men like Muhammad Ali to come here~ 

Mr. Speaker: The hOIl. and gallant Gentleman must follow tbc 
example of the hon. and gallant Member and hand in his 'Iuestion. 

The jollou'ing Quc8iiol!' appeared un till' Order Popel' for nUI/·f/ral 
ansuoer.l: 

Colonel ffTedg1l'ood asked 1 he e Ilder ~ecrctary of State for 
the Colonies (l) wl1ethel' Indian ~olrli('J's who served ill the 
campaign 'against the Germalls ill EUHt Africa are receiyi:-.g gr;\llts 
of land from the East African local nOY(Jl'lIIncnts ill the "arne way 
as the British soldiers of Europcan do"ccut; ii not, wlJrtiwy.,Jlis 
Majesty's GOl7enment, will itlstrllct the Eftst African authorities 
to do so, in view of the re.,~mtm(>lJt which is cam,ed amollg the 
Indians by the differential tren.tmetlt of British" hite troops and 
Indian soldierll who fought side by Ride in the Sftme campaigll : (2) 
whether he is aWare that reSclltrnent is callsed 31ll0l1g the Indians 
in East Africa by the olllissiolJ Oil the pari of the GovflrnllJellt of 
East Africa to appoint allY Ilidian member on the British Ea~t 
Afri()a. Eoonomic Commission and hy those parts of the Con'nnissiou's 
R.eport which affect the I ndiall community: and whether ' His 
Majelty's Government will consider the advisability of aPPOInting 
anotbl\r Oommissioll with at least one J r;dian member to safeguard 
the int:er8lts of the Indiana in Ea~t Africa 1 

I..M~.·(,ol(fl~el A·/ltery: I will answer these four (iUestioD6 
toget.ber. The matteI's dealt with ill tho hon" 1~lJ(1 galla.nt Member's 
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four qllestiolls, including thll.t addr;esse<i ta the ~c~~tary of State for 
Illdia, are included in the Resolutions adopted by the Easter Afriea. 
Indian National Congrc$S in the November last. (See Register }920.) 
These R~801utioIla, 1!.nd the position of Indians generaUy.)n, East 
Africa, will be discussed by' the Secret.ary of State for the ,Colonies, 
on arril'al in ElIgla,nd, with the Governor of the Ea8t Africa Proteo
torate, who is remaining in Eliglalld for' the purposo. In tbe 
('ircum.tallccs, I am rJOt ill a poshioll to make any statement on 
the points, raised in the questions. 

t;alonel Wfllq1l'ooi,7.; Will this discussion include 8 represen. 
tative of the India. Office, preferably the Secretary of State 'I 

Lie'uf.- Co/rme! Ame1'!I: I have no douht the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies will COlJbU!t him. ' 

Livut.-Colll'7ll(l1Ider }((mlwrtlty: Will' the han and gallant 
Uentleman cOllvey to the CQlollY in question the views of t,hfl 
Colollial Office all the qnestion of Hogging? 

Lield.-C'(Jloncl Am"r!l : I am not prcparlld to do that. 
1Jl'1'. Spoor asked the n lIdcr-Secretary of State for the 

CololJies (1) whether a GOl'crnmeut Commission on Native Labour 
Rat in British ELst "Africa in 1!1l2-1:l; whether the Hon. 
A, C. Hollis, C, M. (},' Hecrllta!'Y for Native Affaire, gave evidenoe 
showillg that IILbollJ' recruited through the NILlive Chiefs was in 
l'r"clice compulsory labou!', wllether it is the policy of His Ml\lesty'e 
!JOI tl!'llment now to illt-roduce compulsory labour in British £ast 
Ahir:a : if not, whether th .. Goverllor's instructions to Provinoial 
:tl)fl District CommiAsion<J!'s, thM the OllUR of finding labour was 
to be pnt all Nativ,) Chiefs 11m\ elders, will now be withdralvn i 
(2) whether the ({ol'ernor of British East Africa has issued ins! ruc
t iOlls fr, l'rovinrial ilml District Commissioner" to infonn Native 
Chief'! awl .elders that it is part of their dut,y to advise a.nd en
i'ou'1age youlJg mOil in their areas fo go. out and work on planta.
tions ; whether any such duty has been imposed hy Jaw.oll Native 
chiefs and elders; if );ot, Oil what authority the Governor's state
ment was mado; 011 wha.t authority reports are ca.lIed for ,on any 
headman who is impervioull to His .Excellency's wishes; and 
what is tho na.ture of the &ctiol) which the GovernoD proposes to 
take I;1gainst any such headman 'I 

LilYUi.-()oll)Tlel Amery: As I informed the Hon. Member OD 
the 23rd February, the whole question of native labour i. Elet 
Airic~ including the issue raised by the administrative ciredw 
to ",!ito'll' the ROil, Member refers, will be disoussed with Sir 
E; NOl'tb~y by the Seoretary of State on hiB return. 

r.:o1on~1 11" eau,u:(JO(/. ; That circular has not yet boen reoeived 1 
T..ifi'utr COlonel Alrterll :' No.. . 
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Committeelof IDqWry lCompolition] 

Lieut.-Gr>mmader . Ken'lJXl1'th1l asked the Secretary of, Stat!! 
for India whetber bis attention has been drawn to tbe oomplairlts 

'in India that representatives' of the Indian National Congress 
have been persistently excluded from the Committees appointeil 
for purposes of investigation of public questions by the Govern
ment of India, for instance, the Hunter Committee and recent 
Advisory Committeo regarding Rules and Regulations to be framed 
under the Government of India Act, 1919; and whether he wiII 
take steps to ensure that thiR hody is represented on such public 
Committees in future'/ 

Mr. Fisher: The Secretary of State has Been these complaints 
in Indiau uewspapers. As regard~ tbe Hunter Committee it 
wa'! obviollsly necessary to select members who had not, as promi
nent adherents of the Congress, had already committed themselves 
to Rtrong views on the points which required investigation. 

As l:8g'\rds the Reforms Committees appointed in the Provin
cell, the Secretary of State has not full information on their composi
tinn. But the hon. Member ill probably aware that the prevailing 
party in the National Congress, heiug dissatisfied with the Reforms, 
aud having declared itself sceptical as to their sincerity and value, 
great num her of Indian Li beral politicians, who are desirous' Qf 
obtaining the best results from the new system have left its ranks 
and formed a separate CongresR of their own. It is probable, 
and the hon. Member will perhaps recognise that it would be 
reasonable, in appointing Committees to work out the \1etails 
of changes consequent on the recent Act, to enlist the services 
of men who, while criticis'ng certain features, have promiled 
Rineer" co-operation in working tho new system rather than those 
who have oflnounced the :Act as unacceptable or unworkable. 

Li~ut. CO/llmarlJer Kel!11'Ortlly : Would it, not be desirable 
that men of pronounced views, oven if hostile to certain 
aspects of tpe present Government of India, should be on this 
Committee 1 

Mr. Fi~her: My right hOIl. Friend is of opinion that the 
Hunter Committee in its composition should be a judicial body, 
aud that it is undesirable to appoint on tha.t Committee men who 
have taken a very strong line in public controversies. 

Lieut. Commander Kefl/U'.()1'thy : If this Hunter Committee i. a 
judicial body it must be impartial, and why should not 4liatinguiebed 
IAgal luminaries, even if they have pronounced view., be upon it 



1920] INDIAN INTERPELLATION.': 438 
Lord ~t.". Co~tt¥. 

Oolcm~Z W(aYWOOtl a.sked the Secretary 01 State for India 
if Lord Hunter has left or is on the point of ,leaving India; jf the 
Report by his Committee ha.s heen submitted or is rellodY for sub
mission: if he could state when t.hat Report is to be pubij,lb"d ; and 
when time can be allotted for (1iscns~inl\" in the house the issue~ t.hM 
the Report is silre to raise 7 • 

MI'. Fi,<her: I underlltalld that Lord Hunter is on his way home, 
awl that the Report of his Committee reached tho Govern mont. of 
1 ndia·few clays ago. It will he }lUhlished as Boon ~ possibJII. hilt 
(1l!.nnot he published before tho hOllse l'isea, so t,hat the Ijurs.in/l of 
allot,ting time is not immediate. 

Mr. Neil Markrl/l asked the Hecretary of F-.tate {OJ' Illdia 
,,)Iether Lord Huuter, before leaving India on or ahol1t t.ho 13i h 
in~tant, handed ill the Heport QI his Committee to the Government 
o{ India; whether it is the intention of the Goyernment t.o l'uhli~h 
t hat J~eport in this country and ill Inrlia; and whether the evid0lll1c 
1 endered hy the ex-Governor of tho Punjah, the Chief Seeretar~' to 
the Pnnjab Government, and on behalf of the milii,:uy allthoriticR 
will he inclllderl or puhIiaherl separately'! 

~ft. }t'L,lm": The answer t,o t,he fi)"f;t two parts of the question i>l 
ill the afflrmath-e. I cannot yet ml1k~ any definite statement nil t() 
the ptlblicl1t,ion of evidence. 

Deportation of B. G. Horniman. 

Colunei Wed(l1Cood askerl the Renrctary of Rt",.te for India. 
whether Mr. B. G. Hurniman. who waf; deport.ed fro!'l India hy the 
Ciovernment of Bombay to this cOllntry in April last without charge 
01' trial. has been refuse(1 permission to return to Bombay, where be 
had beell rlomiciled for several years, and resume his profe8Bionai 
occw,pation and whether he will state why Mr. Horniman has been 
excluded from the amnesty recently extended under the tenns of 
the King's Proclamation to persons against whom Ord,ers"unde'r t,be 
Defenoe of India. Act affecting their entry into British India. were 
j II force? ' 

Mr. Fisher: The Secretary of State refused to reoomlflend Mr: 
Hornjm~n for a passport to lndia so long as the GoyernPlen.t of 
BQntbar considers it necessary to enforce the Ord& ma.~e &gIj.in.t 
hit,ti. 1 do not und~rstand tbe last part of the q!Y'stiqu, iu¥i' ~oubt 
if ~t!l'll ,,"e~ any per$ODS exclu~d from ~'P ~Il~ia iq ~~e ~~ 
m"nner &II Mr. Hornim'-"l1, who have been a.llowed to return to it.~' 

. L~pu R~ . , 
Co0Ael Yate alJked whether Lajpat Rai, who vraa deported 

frOm t,be Panjah in 1907 Wall concerned in any way dllringlU, rem-
55 
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dence ill America with the plots that were hatched tbere for revolu
tion in India; and how many other deportees similruly situated han 
iloIlO been permitted to return to India ~ 

Mr. Fi.~Mr: I must refer my bon. and gaJlant Friend to the 
statement made in this House on the 2Rth November, 1917, hy the 
Home Secretary (Viscount Ca.ve). I am not aware tbat any Indian 
has been deported to a foreign country. Lajpat Rai was released 
frotq int.ernment nearly 12 years !logo, and went voluntarily to the 
United Stat.ell 111 1914. 

l)o/O'Iwl Yair: Will the I'ight hOIl. Oont.lelllan :m!'lwcr my I'(tlCS

tioll whet.her Lajpat Ra.i was ooncerned in any of the plots that were 
ha~hed in America for revolution in India 1 

}.fr. }'i4H'1' : I am not aware that he was. 
Muhammad Ali 

Cul()'f1el Yate a~ked whether Muhammad Ali, who has 
nrrivedin England as a. member of the Indian Khilafat deputation, 
is the same Muhammad Ali mentioned in para.graph 164 of the 
Heport of t.he CommIttee appointed to investigate revolutionary 
conspimciefl in India as cOJi(;erncd ill the project hatched in India 
with the object of destroying British rnle hy meawl of an att.ack 011 

t.l1O North·Wost frontier snpplement.eli hy a Mnhammadn.n riRillg ill 
Indin. it.self ; whether il was for thi>l reasoll that he wall iuterned ; 
:'Ind, if, not, for participation in what conRpiracy was he interlled 1 

Mr. Fi.<hI'T: Tho individual mentioned in parngraph 16·1 of t.he 
RellOrt cit.orl in the question is not the Muhammad Ali who is now 
ill EnA'lalld as a member of the Khilafat Deputation. The latter 
was interned during the War for cOllduct tonrling to promote tha 
intere!\tA of His Majesty's enemies. 

Khilalat Delegation 

Mr. O'/'Il/s/;y (lOTf, askerj what st.eps have heen takeu to 
soeme early and wide publicity in India of the Prime Minister's 
recent reply to the Indian Khilafat rlelegatioll regardillg British 
llO\icy in t.he Near and Middle East 1 

}.fr. }'OrP.lII'lI,. asked the ~ecretary of Rtate for Inrlia whether 
steps have been taken to telegraph to India the reply of the Prime 
Minister to .the. Indian Muslim delegation on the future of Turke.y, 
and to publlBb It throughout t.he whole of India in all the venlaeular 
paperll; and, if not, will he !lot once oODsider the desirability of taking 
these stePI 1 

M1'. Fi.~htr: A very full summary of the Prime Minister's reply 
t.o the deleration was telegraphed to the Viceroy on the 21st March 
for purpose of publication in Indjl\. 
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Conatitutional Reform (Lord H.rdin,.) 

.lIfr. JVaters01I &liked tho Secretary of State for India. whether 
Lord Hardinge, at the request of the India Office or otherwise, sent, 
prior to his retirement from the Viceroyalty and Governe.-General
ship of India, a despatch making important recommendatiolls for 
oonstitutional reforms; if so, would he have any objectiolls to tho 
publication of that despatch to complete the IlOries of recolds iuued 
on that subject; and would he st.ate the main recommendations coo
tain.ed in the despatch and the principle upon which Lord Hardinge's 

-recommendations were based, alld particularly would he indicate 
whether Lord Hardinge contemplated the introduction of the prin
ciple of duality or diarchy, or did Lord Hardinge elaborate the sug
gestion of provincial autonomy made in the despatch sent by him 
about the time of the last Delhi Durbar 1 

Mr. F~'slter : Though the "question of cOllstitutional reforIL8 WIlS, 

of course, under considerat.ion before Lord Hardiuge left India, his 
Government had not, addressed any despatch on the subject to the 
Secretary of State. 

British Eaat Africa (Indian Medical Practitionen) 

Mr. TV ate1',~on asked the Under-Secretary of Htate for the Colu 
jlies whether Indian medical practitioners ill British East Africa nro 
forbidden to carryon independent medical practice; aud, if so, n 
what gl'uunds 7 

LiC1Lt.- r:oZoncl Amery: The question of medicu! practice in the 
East Africa Protectorate is governed by the Medical Pract.itiollers 
and Dentists Ordinance, 1910. Under that ordinance -the haIrier 
of aul' British I ndian degree, diploma, or licence entitling him to 
registration in the United Kingdom is entitled to be registered 118 ,. 

llItedical practitioner in the East Africa Protecturate. U uder f he 
same ordinance the practice of systems of therapeutics accordillg to 
lJI~tive, Indian or other Asiatic method iti permitted for p1lT80Tl~ recog
nised by the community to which they belong to be duly tr::inerl in 
such practice, subiect to provisos tllat such systems may only be 
practised amollgst the commuuity to whieh the practitioner belongs 
and that' no act under any such system on the part of such persons 
as is dangerous to life shall be permitted. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS-31 S'! March 1920 
Disturbances at Jamahedpur. 

Lie"tenallt CQ1/I'/M1Ider KC1L 1('(Yl'thy asked the Secl'stary of 
State for India whether he has any information with regaJ;'il to tho 
reoent disturbances at JamaIpur, ill the North West Provinces; 
what was the CaUse of the disturba.nce; whether strikerlf Were fired 
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on by the trOQIP8; if M>, whether thet"e were any casualties amqng 

. tbe troops or amoDg the strikers ~ and whether any form of inquiry 
will be held into the occurrence 1 

The PresidMtt of the Board of educatwn (Mr Herbert Fisher) : 
The botlourable and gallant Member no doubt refers to the recent 
dieturbances at the Tat&. ironworks at Jamshedpur, in the Province 
of Bihar and Orissa, erroneously reported ill the newspapers as 
having taken plooe at Jamalpur. The strike, which was declared 
towards the end of :February, involved some 30,000 workers .. Dis
turbances began on the 13th March, when determined and well
orgaintled attempts were made by armed bodies of strikers to pro
vent those who wished to attend work. The faotory was besieged 
und troops escorting a motor lorry bringing food to workers wore 
attacked. The Deputy Commissiollt'l' of the distriot was able to 
1LV61l a CQUisiOIl, but pioketing coutlnucd alHl lIO ,vorkmen wore 
al10wud to on tel' the works. 011 the moruing of the l!)th it was 
discovered that the railway lines had heeH tampered with; aud the 
I )eputy luspector·Gelleral of Polico ordered two parties of mounted 
polite to arrest the o/fendeJ'ti, with instlUotiou~ uot to fire unless 
ill Rclf-llofonoe. About forty arrests were made, but the pri~oucrs 
1I'0re rescueu auJ a large mob of strikers then attacked the police, 
who wert) ('ompelled to fire in sel~·defonce. Mr. Ashby <lud seveml 
police \\"ol"e seriously injlll'ed, five of the orowd hoing killed aud 
:!l \ruuudeu. The police fell back pI! the works allu fired only 
II'hOll closuly vressed. The iujurod were takell to hospital for 
treatment. The situation then improved rapidly, and Oil t,hc 17th 
:!,OOO 1I1o.n had resmned work. All aUllOUllcement hy the directors 
lSeems to have had a favourable effect, aud my latest inforlhatioll 
i~·that on"the l~th 15,000 mall had returned to work, the rest heiTlg' 
l'xpected to return on the 20th. 

J,je'lltella'lli Gmllll/amicr /\"eIIll'Orll'!1 'ViII there be any fOfm of 
inquiry held illto the oceurrence as asked for in the last part of my 
(Jueatioll 1 

.'lIT. Fishr: Thu facts will rertaillly be iuvestigated. 

Muhammad Ali !Speech at Woking.~ 

Sir Ch(l'l'/t" VIlIAIII asked the Seoretary of State for I'Jdia 
whether his atteution has been drawll to a speech deli\-ered at 
Wokillg 011 21st March, by Mr. Muhammad Ali, leader of the 
IlInia\) Khilafst deleglltioll, ill which the speaker deelared that if 
England fought the Turks on tho question of the teIl1vora.l powers 
of the Klu~lifa theu the Indian l'-luslims ~lIst tight on the !Side r.>f 
lhc 1\U"k~, ll1l'l that they did not WIOlIt it, but tlJl'Y IOUst fitlht for 
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their religion; and whethar be intends to take any action with 
regard to such speeohesl . 

ilIr. Fi.~lwr: I do not propose to take any actioD. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS-1J,fh AiJTil, 1920. 
Punjab Legi.lative Council 

Col~lIel Wedyu'()()d asked the Secretary <;If Sblote for India if he 
has received any intimation that a representative !'rovjllcj~l 
Conference held early this month at Jullundur, in the Pqnjao, 
protelited against wbat it cOllsidered to be all atteIllllt to deprivtl 
the Punjabis Qf the opportunity of getting the utmost out of tho 
Government of India Act by so framing rules uuder that'Aetas to 
keep the Punjah I,egislative Council 8m~lI. pack it with landed 
aristocracy and other cOllservati vo elements, and otherwise keep 
as far as possible educated Pun.joabis out of that council~ and whether 
ho 'would give all assurance that cOllsidcration of 'the rup.iah rules 
\\ ill be postponed until detailo(l repl'esollt-atioll of the Conference's 
wishes is received ill England. 

Mr. J\1ollblgU : I havc 8eell a telegram, Lho gellero.illUrl'Ort of 
which, thougll le~:; specific, iti of tho kind iIHlicated iu the 'luestiofl. 
If the complaints are well-founded I have no doubt that t.ho Goverll
ment of India uud their non-officia.l Advisory Committee (011 which 
the Punjab is represented) will pay due attention to them in 
eOllsiticring tbe draft rules, which will eventnally rome before 
Parliament. 

Deobund Arabi!: School 

LiCILt. ('01/1/1(:1 .Jl1i11e, asked the Secretary of ~t8te fOI' India 
whether the Rheikhul Islam, of the l>eobund AraLic ~chool, ill the 
:-ihaharullpul' district, has reeollt.ly becn arrested and dellorted froll1 
InOta on account of t.he suhversive and anti·Government propaganda 
ill which he hus been enga.ged: whether, for many yea.rs past, 
the Deobund Arabic school, originally inaugurated with the' intention 
of grounding traus-frontier PathaIJ8 ill the principles of Islam, bas, 
iu fact, been a ccutre of seditiouH propUogduda ; and whetber, in view 
of this, the school will !lOW be closed '! 

3fr. MII/day!£: I presume the Hon. Member refers to olle of 
t.he doctors of the school in question, who had mixed himself up in 
seditious intrigues before leaving for Meooa. ill September, 1915. 
His conduct in Arabia led to his arrest by the Hedjaz authorities. 
He \Vas renlOved to ~Y}J~ and eventually interned at Malta. 
)leitber before these intrigues nor since tbe departure of the 
llarticular doctor hlloS there beeu, to my knowledge, eomplaillt of 
seditious propaganda at Deobllnd, and there appellrs .. to be no 
reasolls for the Buggestion that the "chool ehould be closed. 
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Border Districts 

Mr. Waterson asked the Secretary of State for India if he is 
aware that 8 representative Provincial Conference that met on 2nd 
April at J ullundur in the ,Punjab expressed great concern at condi
tions of inl6Curity of life and property ill border districts and 
in the North-West Frontier Province alld if he will enlighten 
the house as to the steps that he is taking to prqtect life and property 
in those districts1 

Mr. Montagu : I have received no report of the proceedings. at thc 
Oonference referred to. The hOIl. Member is aware that military 
operations are in progress for the purpose of restorfng order, and 
he may rest assured that conditions 011 the Lorder are engaging the 
a.ctive attention of the Government of India. 

Colol4el Weduwood: Is the right hon. Gentlemall aware that 
this question refers also to BaJucliistan, where; apparently, Indian 
life and property are not safe at the presellt time? 

Mr. Montagu : I was not aware of the geographical area to which 
it refers. 

Colonel Wedgwood ; I have sent the right hon. Gentleman a lett~r 
about it to day. 

Eest Africa Protectorate 
Indian Medical and Legal Degrees 

Mr. Waterson asked the Under Secretary of State for the 
Oolonie8 if he is aware that persons holding Indiall university 
medical and law degrees, such as L. M. ~. and B. A. B. L., who 
are eligible to practise medicine ana law, respectively. ill India, 
are not allowed to RO practise ill British :East Africa; and, if so 
will he state why in British East Africa, where the ProtecteK'atc was 
fi,rst cstablishod with the object of saf'guarding the interest of 
His Majesty's IndialJ subjects in that countlY, where IndiMl lnw 
is to·day administered, and where Indians preponderate both ill 
\loint of numbers and vested interests, the said Indian uuiversity 
medical and lAw degrees are not recogllised~ 

The Und61' Secretar} of State for the Colonies (Lieut. Colollel 
Amery): I explained to the hon. MemLer ill my answer to bis question 
on the 24th of March that Indian medical degrees or diplomas are 
recognised in the East Africa Protectorate, provideu that they 
entitle the holder to registration ill the United K:ngdom. 
Advocates who have been admitted and are entitled to practise 
~{ore one of thc High Courts in British India are entitlad to 
practise in the East African Courts . 

. The general question of the position of Indians in East Aftica 
is under eOllsiJeration Letween the ~ecret&ry of State and the 
yovernor of the Prot~etorate. 
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Major EntWIstle asked the Seoretary of State for India if Lord 
Meston's award, granting only 28 seats out of 65 ill the future Legis
lative Council of the Me.dras Presidenoy to the non BrahmaDB, is 
final in view of the opposition of the non-Brahmans to the proposal? 

l11r_ Montugu: The allocation of seats on the Madras I.egislati"e 
Council will not be final until the rules in which it is embodied are 
avproved by the Parliament. But I hope that the general principle 
that the awarcl of an independent Arbitrat.ol' is the final (and only 
possible) Rettlement af a '1llcstiOll 011 which the p:u-ties canuot agree 
will be accepted in this case by both parties. 

• Prince of Wales's Tour (Advisory Committee) 

Uaptui11, Tm'ell asked the Secretary of State for ' India if he 
will inform the Housc what Indian . repl'esentati \'es have been 
appointed to the Advisory Committee to disr.uss the arrangemflnt for 
the Prince of Wales's tour to India; and if hI' will state whether 
they are Brahmans, Moslems, or non Brahmanas ! 

ilIr. lI/ontugu :The J mlian repre~elltati ves are I\R follows;-
II. H. the Mahamja of Gwalior (Hindll); 
H. H. the Maha1;a.ia of Bikaner (Hinou): 
H. H. thl1 Maharaja of Patiala (Sikh): and 
Mr. Bane.r:ii (Brahmans). 
Sir HUlar Hyat (Moslem); 
Sir Dinsha Wacha (Parsee) 

Fiji I"and. (Disturbance I) 

lIh. ]Jellnet asked the {T nder-Seoretary of State for the Colodies 
if he has receiverl information of a disturbance reported to have 
or.r.urre!'l at Leyuka, Fiji Islands, on Saturday last in favollI' of 
IlIrlians awaiting deportation: who t.hese Indians are and for what 
rea8~n and under whose authority they are to be deported; whether 
they have been tried by any of the orrlinary courts of the Colony j 

whether there has been a renewal of trouble since the announcement 
in this House that the situation had been restored; and for what 
reason New Zealand troops are being kept in the Fiji Island 1 

Lieut.-Colonel Amery: No information baH been received from 
the Governor as to a disturbance having taken place on the day 
mentioned, or as to there having been a renewal of the reoent 
trOuble since my statement in the Houst) on the 3td March. A. 
tel9gram has been received from the Governor stating that by an 
order made under the Peace and Good Order OrdinaJltl6, lR76, tbe 
followiD« four persons: D. M. Manilal, Mrs_ Manilal, HaraP'l 
MaharrJ, and Fazil Khan, bave been prohibited from residing for 
two Jean within oortain part.a of the Colony. The Governor etate. 
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~t be is reporting by JQail the gre. unds for the action taken. A$ 
I ,,~in the }4lU$e on the 10th March, ~D arln!ld guard of ,,~1It 
M men \Y&8 sent from Ne\j' Zealand. Thi~ small ~el;.a~hnient 
aWorde'd valuable help durillg the actual rioting, and 'it they e.re 
RtiJI being kept in Fiji it is' no rlouht beCAl1S0 their prel!ence is 
cO~lIinered uesirabllil bl the Oo:l;elll,Or . 

. ,..,. B. G Hornil1lan. 

,u,·,.LWI16 •.. 88ked the Secret&ry of State for Iz;adia whether 
i,n )oWl" of his l)B&ertion at the time rtf Mr. B. G. Horniman's 
deportation irom.lndill a year ago that this measure was necossitat¢ 
by the' emergency o( the moment whi~h required swift and prompt 
a,etiQff to be taken,. he will state the reasonl! why the Govem~ent of 
.India, qjter this lapse of time, consirler that Mr. Harniman's retmll . 
t,Q l~ia. js still incomJlatiblo ~Yith the public safety ~ 

ill!!'. J./Orztll(!~L: The ({oyernment of India have st.ated t.hat they tli:--., ... ider that Mr. HOI'J.limnn'R return to India is compat.ihle 
,fIit,l!. -'Public !l6fflt,y, As r stated in t.he HouRe 01) 21st April, 
I do not propose to interfere with thei\' discretion. I presume they 
have .taken into account Mr. Horniman's journalistic work, and). am 
oontel,lt t.o leave to the Government of India and the (jovernrnent 
of Bombay the dl1cision as to the elate 011 which Mr. HOTniman can 
00 allowed to return. 

Lrwt. (A'fInma'1ldcr Kemrrrrflw Will MI'. Jlorniman he allowfll1 to 
retnrn after peace is finally l'il.tifie~-P 

.M'I'. JUonIagtt : The deoision 8S to when he will be allowed to 
return .will be left to the Government. of :Bombay. If they Qecide 
taat.he shall return when peace is signed I 8h~J accept their deci
Ai:on. , If they do not so decide I shall again accept their decillion. 

Hir W. Joynson Hicks: May I ask whether l1esce after the 
Great War has anything whatever to do with Mr. HQrnimaD andottis 
oonduct ~ 

. Sit'.T. D. R/Je.~: Would lIot Mr. Horllimall's return distiuctly .tend 
to destroy peace in India ~ 

Mr. MQfI,f.agit: The point on which I prefer to rely is that by 
8t&~j;e.dil!{:retion is I!\ft with the Governor of Bombay. Ir. tM 
exercise of my re'POnaibility to this House 1 propose to leave the 
matter to bis diacretion. ·If bon. Memhers rio lIot like that, till 
beat thiog to dp is to put down a Motion_'-

S;,,· Thrrmal' Jlramfdo~ asked the Secr&tary of State for India, 
in vie .. af t1M f."t that ·M.. n. G. Horniman was deported 
fl'QJ)llndia 18 InOIlths ago without tri:d, that be bas been raflDlid 
i~l~:nr¥ jnto .~ cliaarg&s Plade agaiust him, and that he denies *he 
~·"·of tbttl\e ~aTIt's Q'r lIJly Oiblll' jUM,iftcation'w suoh d~JlC)Ttatii:m, 



1920J INDiAN rN'iERPHLLATrONS tTl 
if>he.-wiU., what is the ~liest occasion ll~n:w.hio" the ~l\ft~r 
can'~ .<lebated ill the Houit6'! .. 
. 'Mr. MO'IItaiju: My Hon. Friend must andreas tlifl .I,6"dt'" pi 

the Honse as tq opportuqities for rlehate. . 

Indian Reform. fLord Mellon' .. A.Del.] 

Mr. Fol7est asked the Sec.retary of State for IDd~ whether 
he Mnt~mpla.t.es the re-appointment of the .:Joint Committee on 
Indiq.n Reforms to reconsider the l'ules and regnlation~ gOveming 
the working of the Indian Reforms; whethEll' in that caee the- \)rote~t 
of the Non-Brahmanas of Madras against the award of Lord MeBtOn 
wiII also be considered; and how be proposes to ensure that Parrtt.
merit is properly advised 011 the matter! . 

Mr. Montafu: The answer to the first two parts of tlie 
1]1wRtion if; in the affirma.tive; to the last part, I will do aU in my 
power to see that the Joint Oommittee receives all the informatiOn 
it requires. 

Mr. Ftrrresf asked tho Rocretary of Rtato for India whether 
he sent any instruotions to Lord Meston or to' the Government 
of India regarding the intE'rpretation of the .Toint Committee's re
rommendation for tho separate representation of non·Brahmanu. . 

Afr. J!ortta(11l ; The answer is in the negat.ive. 

Civil Service. 

Sir. W. joynson-Hicks asked tho Secretary of State for India 
whether he received a series of petitions, sent throUgh the Madras 
Government in May, 1919, from a'large percentage of the Indian 
Oivil oAervioe in that province; and when he proposes to make an 
answer to 81lch petitions ./ . 

.. ll{r. A[ontogu: The answer to the first part of the question is 
in the uegatiVe, although a day or .two ago my hon. Ftiend was 
good enough to JMward me copies. The second part therefot& does 
not arise. . 

Sir W. joynSO'll-Hicks: Will my right hon. Fri6lld iaquire 
of the Government of Madras as to what has beoome of tId. '"0' 
large block of petitioQS 1 I p8l'BOnal1y know tha~ they were adil1'8II
led to bim_ 
.' llh-. MonMUU: I will inquire, if my hon. Fri.nd wi&)l ... Of 
eourae, II, memOliaJ from the Civil Service must be ~DQnittod 
tl!~ucb . the local Government, wJlipb .lrM a dJ~etion '. as tq wh~t 
it wilJ f~ard. . 
'. Sir Jr. JOVJI$PI:f!icks ~~ed . ~h~ . ~~ _ ~ ~~}or. ~a 
......... ~ can see hIS .., to grvltll. a11, OptiOD ... *P ~"._ ... 
of tltelDaiaJl Civil servioe to retire duftug t1ie next Iv. Ye~~' if 

M 
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they feel unable to serve under the new altered conditions on the 
basiR of a pension proportionate to service llnd loss of prospects1 

M1·. Montagu : I would ask, leave to refer my hon. Friend to 
my explanation in this House on 4th December last on Clause 36 
of the Government of India Bill, of which I will send him a copy. 

Government of India Act. [Draft Rulel] 

Motion made, and Question proposed : 
"That it is expedient tha.t a Select Committee of Seven Mem

bers be appointed to join with a Committee to he appointed by the 
Lords to revise tho Draft Rules made under the Government of 
India Act." -[Mr. lIfolltllgn.] 
. Liwt.-Colone/ lIfa/oll!'. The Commi1tcu which is going to re
drll.ft these rule8 is cOIJRiderir'g OIJ(~ of the lJIO"t importalJt. mea;:urCB 
l:OIICerl,<lQl the Governmllllt ot Irj(lj:~. Thol'e draft rnles afe, ill my 
ul'fniori ... important, if not mol'c so, as the GO\'ernment of India. 
Bill, wbich we arc to discuss U(]xt week and 1 co rsirlor that soyen 
mclmbers 011 this Committee id tot.~lly ill:vlelJllate. 'Yo presume that 
one of the seven will be a Libe.rtli allu Ol1e [t, Laj,()llr member, awl 
in case ,these two memherd are absent there will olily he five mem
bers left representing the supporters of the Governmeut to cOIIFiner 
these very important 'IuestiOlls. If the !lumber of members of the 
Committee cannot'be iucreased, what opportunity, if any, will be 
given to this House to consider the draft regulations when they 
have finally been re-drafted ~ Will th!'y be placed uJlon the Table 
of the House, and will an opportunity be given to Hon. Members 
to discuss these Orders, and will they be given full opportunities to 
eumine all the evidence and all the particulars 'which have heen 
put before this Committee when it discnssed those Orders 1 I shall 
be much obliged to the Right Hon. Gentleman if, he will 
give UB Borne information on those points before we pass this 
Motion. 

The Secretal y of State for India (Mr. Montagu): I quite 
agree that the duty of this Committee is very important. This 
is being done in conformit.y with the Act llll.ssed last year, and it 
sebms to be advisable that the same men should deal with the rules. 
Most of the rules will have to be laid on the Table of the Hou~, 
and some of "hem will have to receive the consent of both Houses 
of Parliament. I can promise my hon. a.nd ga.llant Friend that there 
will be ample opportunity fQr consideration by this House, and 
all the evidence taken by the' Joint Committee will be laid before 
them in the Report of that Committee. 

Uw-.l Yaf.; Do I understand that the intention of the 
Government is to appoint the same Committee as ~as appoin-wd 
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laat year 1 If BO, the Right Hon. Gentleman seems to me to be 
denariing from the Re.wations which have been laid down in 
ClaU8e 295 of the Mont&gu-Chelmsford Report. In that report 
it is distincUy stated that a Sel~t Committee on Indian Aft'airs 
shall be appointed at the beginning of each Seasion. Last year 
the Right Hon. Gentleman appointed a Committee 8l'Id put 
himaelf on it with six other members wllo had aU signified on 
the Second Reading their approval of his scheme. I do not want, 
bowever, to enter into that question now. I spoke on it last year. 
The Bill then under discussion has 110W become an Act of Parlia
ment' and I shaH, as I am sure all men serving hi India will, 
loyally do my best to make it a great sucoess. But the Right 
Hon. Gentleman bas not followed the proposal laid down in the 
Moutagu-Chelmsford Report, which distinotly says that a new 
Committee shall be appoillted at the commencement of each 
Session. I know the Committee suggests that they should be 
continued in office, but I do not think a Select Committee should 
have power to make any such suggestion, and at any rate, it 
should not be carried iuto effect. It is further laid down thltt. 
the Secretary of Rto.to shall appear before. the Committee to 
answer questions about Ac.ts of Admillistration over which he 
and, therefore, Parliament, exercisos control. There is nothing 
said ill the Report al)out the I-lccretary of State being himself a 
member of the Committee, and I thillk it is entirely wrong he 
should he so. I, therefore, ask him to consider the propriety 
of his preseut actiOll, and whether it is not right that II. fresh 
Committee should he appointce! to deal with this question in 
~lccordallce with the Montagu·Chelmsford report. 

Mr. !tIultfayu: The Committee to which my hon. r.nd galla.nt 
l?riend referred will ollly come into existence whell the Act, ia 
worKing. This jH WIt that Committee at . all. When the Act 

. come$ into operation another Committee will be apvointed by 
the HOllses. The Committee, the appointment of which T am 
lJOW moving, will comlliete the work of bringing the Act into 
force, and it WBS for that purpose tha.t it wo.s considered by the 
Joint Committee desirable to make the recommenda.tion referred 
to. The names of this Committee will be submitted to the 
House for approval in a subsequent Motion, a.nd my hon. and 
gallant Friend can then use his discretion a.e to whether he will 
aSK the House to take other na.mes than those recommended 
by the Government. Tbe Committee WBS appointed last ye&1' 

by the vote of the House, and I was not upon it. 
Motion Ilil'eed & Meswe to t~e Lorda to acquaint thtnt· *,nwith 
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HOUSE OF COllO/ONS-fJth May nnW. 
General Dyer 

JII/r. Spoor (by bivate Notice) asked the Secretary of ~tate 
for India whether his attentiorl has been called to an interview 
alleged to have been given by General Dyer to a Press represen: 
tativ6, in whioh the statement is made that Gelleral Dyer h3s 
been requc.sted to resign hie appointment; whether this state
ment is correct and if so whether this ,action on the part of the 
Government is conse<!uent upon their consideratioll of the Huntjl'f' 
Committee's ReporU 

The Secretary of State .lor India (Mr. Montagu): I am 'ill
formed that the Commander-in-Chief directed General Dyer to' 
resign his appointment as Brigade-Commander in India. The 
whole matter is now engaging the consideration of His Majesty's 
Goverument. 1 hope that full documents will be available to 
Parliameut within the next fortnignt and 'I hope hon. memhers 
will be coutent to delay discussion until they have full information. 

Colonel Vv/1dgwood: If General Dyer i~ allowerl to resign 
his commission, does that mean he will not he court-martiaIled 
for these massacres? 

!fIr, MontwJ'U : Thi8 is a very 8eriou8 llueation alld very ditH
cult to discuss by way of question allel answer whell, unfortunately 
no papers are before the House. I am prep.lred to answer all 
these questions when the time comes for the debate and I hope 
that the House, which h!l.~ been so p:ltient so long, will wait 
the few remaining oays in order to get full information. 

Colonel IVe(lgu'oOil : Can \V~ be assl\l'ed that t.he ([uestion will 
not be prejudged by General Dyer beilJg alIowrd to reRign '? 

lib'. Lambert: Will the papers circulated includ~ Lord Hunter's 
Hcport on the suhject? 

Jfr. Monta.g,": Yes, certainly: the paper" I propose to hl.y 
'arl~ Lord Hunter's Report, the evidence taken beiore the Hunter 
'\)mmitttce, I>nd the resolution of the GovermTItllt of Illdia on 
th~ i<\Ibject, 

Cololld Wedyu'OOI.l : Will t.hl'y include all tho evidence that was 
giveu, or will Sir M. O'Dwyer's evidence be omitted? 

Mr. Montagu: My hon. and gallalJt Friend knows that 
certa,in evidellce was taken in camera for Ilublic reaSOIlS, IIond it 
is not proposed to publish any evidellce which the Committee 
thought ought to be heard in privl\te. 

The Bombay Chronicl, (Distribution Among British Troops) 

Ueut. Com~ander K,mworthy asked the Secretary of State for Illdia 
wllet\1~f t,bc I,;bainu~ll of the Indian Newspaper COlIIlll\IJY, Limi~j)d,. 
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in his cable informed th~ right hon. Gentleman tbat tbe director" 
of the oompany had ma.de careful inquiry iIlto the allegation that the 
paver which Mr. Hornima.n edited bad been distributed free to 
BrItish troops in tbe hope of exciting insubordination and found it 
to be absolutely without founda.tion, and the boa.rd of directors had 
ascertained that 110 copy of the "Bombay Cl;lrollic1e" was distributed 
free to the British troolls in Bombay; wbether to 'say merely th~t 
the Chairman of the board of direcwrs of the Indian Newspa.per 
Company denied all knowledge of the free di .. tribution to British 
troops is a proper description of this' categorical aud authorit~tive 
refutittioll of the charge; aud whether, in Buch circumstances, 
he will make public the evidence Oll which his assertion that there 
was such free distribution is based! 

Mr, Montagu : The terms of the cable message were as quoted by 
the hOll. and ga.llant Member. I accepted the atlsurance as f~r as 
I could, but the directors wtJm' not in a vosition to say that distri
lmtiou had not taken place, .\ll that they could say was tha.t they 
were ill no way connected with wha!' I bolieve to have occurrod. '1'ho 
evidence I have is, to Illy millO, iu(lisputabltJ tha.t sonle reader of 
the paper did distrilmto it to Brit.ilSh troops in the Bombay 
Prllsidoucy. 

East Africa I Indian Sub]ects.j 

Mr. Bllnllat asked the C !I(ler-Seeretary of Htate for the Colo· 
!lies whether he h,18 l'ocoi I'o(l from 01' 011 uehalf of Hill Ma.jest.y's 
llll~: .'1 suhiecls ill E:1St Africa allY requllst for the fra.nchise upon 
ell" ,l.lis of the franchise crea.tcd by the Government of Inoi.& Act, 
lUl.J, or an iudiscrimiwlte and uniforlll frallchise'l 

Lieuteuaut Colonel Amery· ThtJ Secrcta.ry of State ha.s received 
representations ill fal'our of the gmllL of elective representatiO)l 
to tJ~e Indian commullit~ ill East Africa. , it is u nuerstood that tho 
frauchise dcsired is the S,\lne as that already gr~lIted to EuropealJl!I, 
illcltiding womau suffrago. 

Colonel Wedgwood asktJd the l: llder·:-ieel'etary of State for the 
Colonies whether the Secretary of Htato for the Colouiea received, on 
or abouL 10th April, a deputatioll OIl tho ~ul)jtJct of the grievances 01 
Iudians ill His Ma.iest,y',; ProttJctorates and Territories in East 
Africa; whether the Colouial OUice pl'oposes to make inquiry into. 
those grievance!;; aud, ill case no ilJlluiry is to be undertaken, if 116 
will indicate the lIature of action that his ottica proposes to ta.ke to 
i1l811rC equality of treatment to His Majesty's Indiau subjects in these 
l'rou:vtorates and Territorie~ I . 

LIeut. Colonel Am~ry : The Secretary of Stl\tc fot tho .Colonictl 
roce~fed" del'lItatiolt IJIl the 19th of Al,ril. HI; hlloa since hL\(l an 
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opportunity for full discussion of matters a«ecting the Indian com-, 
munity in East Africa with the Governors of the East Africa and 
Uganda Protectorates; and he does not consider that further in
quiry will be necessary. The ctecisions on the matters discussed 
will be announced in due course. 

HOUSE OF 'COMMONS-IfJtJt "fay 1920. 
Briti.h Officer', Wife [Peshawar] 

Sir W. Joynson Hicks asked the Secretary of State for India 
whether he has yet received details regarding the case of the Brjtish 
Officer's wife who was carried away from Peshawar by Afridi tribes
men and what steps the Government of India proposes to take to 
bring them to justice 1 

MI. Montagu : If the House will allow me, I will read out a 
sta.tement whioh the Government of India have published conceruin~ 
Lhisc8.se. 

"As there have been exaggerated rumours regarding the abduction 
of an English lady from Peshawar Cantonment, we are authorisen 
to state that the following are the actual facts. A gang of Afridi 
rllffialls entered outskirts of Peshawar Calltollment of Sadar Bazar 
late on the night of 23rd, 24th March, probably with the object of 
theft. It happellcd that, contrary to u~ual practice, all English 
lady and her family were ocell ]lying the honsc in this exposeu Ijuar
ter. The gaBg broke into this honoe and carried off the lady, drag
giug her in a most hrutal marmer with them accross the border 
The alarm was raised as SOOIl as it was foulld what ha(1 happened 
and troops, militia, constabulary police lIud ,'illagers started in pur
suit in all directions with ihe result that the gang was a.ll but iut.er
cepted and oue of them wa~ actually arre&ted. Meauwhile, Khyher 
authorities got iuto touch with the Afridi8 aloug the border, and 
an Afridi rescue pa.rty of over 1,000 mell started within a {ew 
hours. Members of this party pllshed forward and blocked passes, 
and came into contlict with tho g~t1g more than,once, aud eventually 
rescued the lady after some sharp fighting. The lady was at ollce 
brought into ,Tamrud withiu 3G hours of abduction -a very I,rompt 
performanee, considering t.he nature of the country. The next day 
a large Afridi jirga of all sections waited sponlau('ously on the Poli
tical Agent. aL Khyber to express their ahhorrence of this ont.rage, 
their sincere regrets that members of their tribe should havt"b.e&n 
guilty of such conduct, and their assurance that such acts would 
not be permitted in futuro. Measures are in progress to ascer
tain the identity of tho offende,rs and to take further ac~on. No 
ransom was paid and no roward given to the relOue part" who, 
w&r~ tQld that they h!\d merel~ done their duty," 
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The Government of 'India assure me that every effort is b3ing 

made to secure the arrest of the ,offenders, and to exact reparatiou 
from the section to which they beldhg. 

Sir J. D. Rees.: Was this English woman fairly treated during 
the time she was in the hands of the tribesmen 1 

Mr. Montagu: I must refer my Hon.Friend to the passage 
in the answer, which sa.ys : "Carried off the lady, dragging her in a 
most brutal mllDner with them llcross the border." I do not think 
it 1f.<;luld be in the illterests of the lady to give a detailed desl'ription 
of her treatment. 

Indian M~dical ServIce 

, .... ·i,. lV. JO!/I/\()II-lli.'/', asked Ihtl Sarl'elaryof Rt.at.e for TUllia 
if he can sb,1o (,he nmnber of (lilicers of the Indian Medical Rervine, 
flaliYe and Europran, ill J 901/ alld 1919; how lIIany of each rsce 
were gaz!)tted ill 1119; and what Rteps he is taking to mak~ the 
Service attractil-e to English doctors 'I 

Mr. Montag/<; In 1914 the numher of otlicers in the Indian 
Medical Service was 706 Europe(IIiS lind li3 Indians. In December 
1919, excluding omcers holdillg tt·mporary commi~~ions, thero were 
6!JO t:nropeaTls alii] 1'0 ll:diaus. Dnring 1919, 2;1 Europeans ami 
:H Indians were appoillted to permallellt ('omll1i~sio"s. 

In amplification of improvements already sanctioned, I hope 
to anTlOUIlCe at all early date increased rates of pay and pension for 
the ·Indian Medica.! i'ervire. I also reeogllise t hat it is eSRelltial to 
improve the facilities for leave and study, but 110 derision on these 
points can he effective until recruitment has brought the Service 
nearer to its normal strength. 

Sir TV . .JOfln'0I1.Jlif."I.;.,: H I put a questioll in a mont.h'FI time 
will the right hall. Gentleman say if he hopes to be able to give the 
increases and the other arrangements for improving the Service 1 

Mr. Montag:J : Yes, I hope so, and if my hon. Friend will permit 
me, as soon as a decision has been reached, which, I hope, will be 
only a matter of a few weeks, thell I will let, him know. 

IlOl/SE OF (,aMMONS-12th May 19f!O. 
Crown Colcnie. and Protectorates [Indian Communitiesl 

Mr. Bennett asked the Secretary of State for India if his aU.n
tiOll bas been called to the decl,aration made by the Vioeroy on tlIe 
30th of .January last that the position of the Goveri1.1nent of Iodiaei-, 
and 1I.1wa1s has been, that there is no justification in a Crown (Wooy 
or Protectorate assigning to British lndiallfl a .tatus in ,an)' Itlay 
inf~rior to that of a.ny other class of His M-.18$ty~ • .ubj ... ; and 
",bether h6 can assure the House that the prinCiple tltuu ... "f;ed 
will be adhered to by tb~ Imperial Oovarpment in tho l'rrangOlJ)entl 
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for the politicalll.lld adminiBtrative settlement of East Africa that 
are now under ccnsideration 1 

Mr. Montagu : The Viceroy ·declared that the position of the 
Government of India is, and always 'will he, as stated by my bon. 
Friend. I am assured by the Colonial Office that full consideration 
is being given to the claims of the Indian communities in the East 
African Protectorates as well as to those of the other section of the 
population. 

Mr. Bennett asked the P nder-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether and upon what conditions His l\,[ajesty's Indian Subjects 
exercise t,he franchise in any province of the Union of Ronth Africa, 
in Rhodesia, in British Guialla, in Fiji, in Trillidad, and in Ceylon: 
whether it is proposed in any of thoso territories or in any other 
of R'i~ Majesty's territori"" (0 rxtenrl thc fr:Hlchise to His Majesty's 
JnrHall suhjocts, and, if ~O. tlpOJl wh:tt ('ollditioIlS; whet.her, in any 
of t.he British Colonies all [Ilrlian sits ill the local Legislature by 
eloct.ion as distillguished from llominatioll: and whether the state
ment that, for the present, it was 1I0t proposed to extend tho fran
chi,s to His Mlljest.y's llidian sub.ie~ts in the Er.st African Pro
t.ertorate iR to be taken as t he considered reply of the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies on thi~ point to the representations made 
t.o him thereon hy the deputation under the auspices of the Indian 
Ovorseas Association that waited upon him on 19th April last? 

Lieuf.-C'olollel Am,.,.!!: As l'egards the first P:ll-t of the Ijnestion 
the electoral law of t.he Cape Provillce of the Houth African Union 
and of Southern Hhorl!'sia dl':lws lJO disti !lctioll as to raco or colour 
in respcct of yokrs qualified for registration. In British Guiana 
there is nil oIlletorl Legislature, alld thero is 110 racial ilistinction as 
regar!b the fr:tllchise. Til Fi,ii, Indians do 1I0t exercise the fran
chise at presellt.. Til Triljjdnc], tho Legislative Council is lloD1i
l\ated. In Ceylon, a person of Illdian origin, born ill Ceylon and 
otherwise fJualitied, iF! able to ,"ote for the CeylolJese memher of the 
Council. 

As regards the second part of the questioll, in Fiji it is proposed 
that Indians should he added to the Legislative Council a~ the elect· 
ed representatives of the Jlldiall in!Jahitants of the Colony, but the 
condition upon which they shall he elect,er] ha\'e not yet been settled. 
In Ceylon, })roposals are under consideration which would qualify 
8!! a voter any male British subject who possesses the requisite quali
fications. No proposals with regard to the ext.ension of the Iranchi!J6 
are under consideration in any other Colonies or Protectorates. 

As regards the third part of the question, in Briti'lb GeiHa 
tbere is an eleeted member of the Legislature who is of EaPt hldian 
race, and in Ceylon a person of Innian origin hut barn in Ceylon 
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~it.s 011 the local Legislature by eJection as the Ceylonelle members 
of the Legislatures of other Colonies or Protectorates. . 

As rega,Ms the fourth part \If the question, the Becretary of 
State has given careful considera.tion to the representations mnde 10 
him by t,he deputation to which my hon. Frion,1 referA, hut I I1In 
1lOt. yet in B position to a.nnollnce his final deeillion on thiR point. 

HOFSE OF ('OMMO.Y-Ullh Mall 1920. 
Defence 01 India Act fPunjab j 

..... Mr. (tape asked the Secretary 01' Sta.te for Illdi~ if he will give 
a list of the persons against, whom the Defence of tildia. Act was 
used during Sir Mieh·,el O'Dwyer's admilli~tratioll of the rUllj!lhj 

hom many persolls were prohibiter! from entering the l'llljah; m.d 
how many I(){'al men were iutcruod duriJJg his admillistru.tiou·j 

Mr. Montag-u: There were "lJ!) porsolJs whoso movements wm'(-1 
restricted under the Defence of Iudia Act in the PUlJjab at "al'ious 
times, of whom only ~,l remained umler ~n('h rest ricf ion OJI tlw I ~t 
April, 1919, Four persolls were prohihited from elltel'irg ho 
Punjab. Besides tho unmuer rest rirted nllder I he Defl'rlel' 01 I "I,il~ 
Act, about 400 were interned at di ITl'rPllt t.imes ill gaol, nlld L (21) 
restricted to their own villages, uuder t.he lngresR illto India Ordj· 
nance. In April, 1919, sevoll of theRe still remained in goal, Iwd 
124 under rest,riction in their vilbgciI. Thl~se wtJro men who had 
rotnrued to India form America arid the r'ar .Ea~t, at the heginriing 
of the 'Yar. with the ohjf'rt of l'alB,illl-( l'('Yoilltiotlary outhreaks .. 

"unjab Newspapers 

.~rl'. (.'rr1" asked th(' ~(,cI'etary of ~tftte for India what HOWS· 
pal,erR erlited outside the 1'1lIlj,\iJ woro prevcllied from bfJitlg circula· 
ted in the Punjab during Nir :'Iti!'hael O'Dwyer'" admilliRtr .. tioll; Irom 
hOlv many newspaperd securi ry was dl'malldo((: alJd in how many 
ca.scs securit.y already deposited lI'as forf(lited during that Jlt'riod1 

Mr. Montag-a: From H)]·j to ] f)] H righr rHlw.~papl'r.q illcluriinB 
"Radaqat!' ".Jamhur'· and "Naqrptsh'· of Calf'lItta, and "New Illdia" 
of Madras, wero kept outRide the Panjah. III 1 !JH) twe}vo snoh 
Ordeu were passed, namely, !log,Liust the "Congress" "Vijaya," 
"InTIlibl> of Moradabad, t,he "AI Khalil" and "Yathrib" of Bijnor, 
t,he 'l1ld841endent" of Allahaharl, t.he "HlIomdam" and "Akhuwat" 
of Luoknow, the "Swadesi" of Gorakhpur, and the "Amrila Baur' 
Patl'ika" of Caleutta. To the best of my informa.tion, security WaR 
~ded,dl1ring Sir Michael 0' Dwyer', admillistration from four· 
newsps,pGl'1J turd twenty·four presses. }I'orfeiture was ordered in the 
__ of -olle newspaper and fonr preslles. But I am not quite 8Ure 
t4IU . these iigur-es 81"e com\)lt'te. .. . 
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~.4w 
Mr. LUl1n asked tbe iel'r~, of StlttRl for o]adia (1) wII.tJ.r 

the Hunter Committee, or ILQY of/its Pl6.mbere personally, visited any 
of t,be places affected by Martial t.aw ; if 110, which; and whether tbe 
Pmdab Sub-Committee of the Indian National Congres8 or lOme of 
its members, personally visited, during their enquiry, almost all tlstl 
prillcipal places affected hy MlI.rtial Law and 

(2) the names of witnesses examined by t,he Punjab Sub·Comit
tee of the Indiau National Congress regarding illt.reatment of women 
duriug the administration of Martial Law, with a hrief statcirient, 
of the al1egatihllhs ma.de by i t'! 

Mr. Mofirag'U : The answer of the first. part is in the affirmative; 
to the second, Amritsar, Glljranwala, Kasur, Lahore, and Ahmed
abad. All regards t.he la!lt part, of this question ] would reier the 
hon. Member 10 the Report oi the Congress Rllh·Committ.rp. 

HOFSF. nF rnJIMONS-- l·jf}t MaI11,f1':!(1 

Amrit&ar Hunt"r Report 

t'llpiall! TI". lJen/( asked the Prime Minister when the Hunter 
Report will be puhlished ! 

AIr. Cl1l1lf,< asked the 1,01'11 Privy Seal whether he will 
give au early day after the ler,css to discuss t.he Report, of t.he 
Hunter CommiBSion rl'ganliug the Amritsar incident. .; ami whether 
if a definite Motion is placed 011 the Paper, he will allow the 
rli8Cu~ to taka place on that. Motion and not on a Motion for 
the Adjournment~ 

Mr. Bonar Lu1I': 1 am informed that these papers " ,ill he pub. 
lished before Parliam~mt re-assembles. The suh.iect can be raised 
on a. Supply day on the Aalary of the Reoretary of State. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS -. 19th JltI!1 19f!O. 

Le«isllltiv~ Council I Committees: 

Mr. Swan asked t lin Secretary o( State for India whether be is 
aware that dnring the last B(,s9ioll~ of the Imperial Llliialative 
Coullcil, tbtl lIonourahle Mr. Patel /Iond the Honourable Mr. Chanda 
wllre not included 011 any ~elect Committee 011 Government Bills 
or any other Committee appointed hy Government during t.he s.... 
sions; that durillg the whole soasiotl the lloDourahle Pt. Madan 
Moball Malaviya and the ~ourable Mr. Khaparde were takllll' 0Dl7 
011 one Commjttee; lionel wb~.tJwIr tlie Of)vermnent of. Indi • . ban . ' 
late t4o,pted I/o PBijQl of e:r.cq.qillg 1!.8 far as poIi6ible PI oaamont ~ 
grees'men from aU Committees 'J , 

Mr. Montagu: I do not know whet.ber the s .......... 
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SOIIHM of t:beCemmittees oHhe Legillla~ve OtMlnciiin !mfia. 

AIDD~ty of Polil:..! PrilOnen. 

Mr. SWIl a.iked the Secr~ of State for India wh~tbel' the 
Government of India. have given, or propose to give, to 8av.arkal' 
brothers of the Bombay Presidency the benefit of the Roya.l amll\~8ty ; 
whether one of the brothers had submitted two petitioJla, one in 
Hili and another ia 1917, olferin~ hie services to the Governmatlt 
du~ the War, and praying that a gevern} alllDesty be granted to 
all politico I prisoners. . 

Mr. Montagu: The answel' to the first port is in.e negative i 
t.o the second, in the affirmative. 

General Dyer, 

Mr. Swa.n aijkcd the ~ecretary of ~ta.te for India whether ho 
will state the ditrerent posts and phJ.C6S to which Genera'l Dyer wae 
appointed after the JaUiauwaHa Bagb firing; ... "hat was his remu
neration heforo the tiring; awl what was hi8 remuneration at the 
date of his resigllatioll ! 

Mr. MOlltagu: Brigauier-{;elleraJ Dyer was ill command of 
4 M,h (,Til lin rdur) Brigade prior to the disl urbanMs at Amri' sar, arid 
thi l< \\;u; his subslllntive appointmellt up to the time when he returu
ed to this couIItry. He served wit.h this llrigade during the Afgbnn ' 
operatioll6, Ilnd 011 its return from field sen-ice he was POlltMl to 
officiate in romr.lf\lJd of the t.t,h lll[alltry Brigade in the KbY}';'l' 
Pass, and this was bis actual command when be left India. Hi~ 
pay throu.:,;hout h:J.8 IJecll t bat of a 1>1 igaclu comlllander. 

Gold lmportaticI\ ~ Reatrictious. ; 

.,Ifr. LUll" usJ..:,'d the !::iecretary of ~ti.te for ludia whethtll,the 
l'flstdcl io.:s on the iWJlort of gold illto ll:din I.) the ruhlic Htill COli
tillUfl and what are the r\'a,on~ fClr Ibe ('ontil.IlBr.ce of tbe ~llme ; 
wh(' " l' Indian illdustrial alJd C( lllITwr('ial opinioll hils I'rot, sten 
aga-ill&t tbe contiJ)UiHlce oj ~urh Tf' olrictiuns; wbeth!.''', liS II rTl'rljtor 
country with a f<lVOnfllhle balal.ce of trade ill hcr ia\'uur, 11 dill is 
OT'titled to rt'ceive in gold th(, J,aJalice nu!' to her by other cou/ltrjt>~ ; 
atld wba.t i~ the totnJ amoulJt or IJl'ofit made by the Goven:ment 
of 1 ndia on t lo, . ' . gold tra,nsactiollS ? 

, Mr. MOlltagU: :'here is uncloubt.r.dly a cOll8iderahle feeling 
iri India in fa.vour of a. remo,,!),l of the rosi rictiOlJ8 w bich it, bas heen 
thought neceesary to cont.inue ill respect. of tllcr imPort of ~old tOl' 
the reasons given ill tht> annOUllCCUlellt of which I am sending :A 

cop1 to my hon. Friend: The allllounoement reoognif,es tile retnoval 
~f Pfesent control at all oryjectiyc of curreucy vc.liey io Judia: Tht 



1"""" +''1'1'11' of. l1J'ofTt on the ""014,., mnladt;ions . of tlte 'GA)~~di:ef, 
'. :, : " ik eam 1,4ieated by exehanga considerations; '·taking.theM:t'tNa. 
~!\l't;IIIlB n~ R. whote, the Govet't~6nt of India. esti-tna.ted that for 
t,lIe yf'Br 1920,21 a net 108s wouldacorue. I am also sendin8'~ 
my han. FriN1ijllo eopy of the raferenoo to the subject in the Govern
ment of India's budget. ' 

Fileal Policy [Commi .. ioD.~ 

},Jr. B. Richartlam asked the Secretary of state for India whe
ther he will lay upon the Table the correspondence whioh may,llAve 
tl\kplJ place l;!,~t,weeJl the Goverument of India aud himself on the 
que!.tioll of I~fll'ial Preference '1 

Mr. Montag'lt: The commuuications which have passed be
t~vn 'I, th" Government of India and myself 011 this subiect were of 
a ,i.,.n'idcllt.ial char,~cter aud I do !lot think that allY useful purpose 
'\' Jfl.l 1)l1 ~el'vcd. by their publicatioll, especially as I understand 
that I he Uovernmeut of I llllia are llOW cOlJsideril1g the ad visability 
of apl'oi"ti"g a Commissiou to cou~idel' the whole (luestiou of the 
future Dscal I,olicy of ludia. 

Currency. 

Mr. Lilli'''' asked tho Secretary of State for India whether he is 
a.war,' of the ~reat dissatisiaeliotl prevaili.,g in lIIdia on the action 
t,·ken l.y tho GuvcrnlllPllt, uf India on 1 he l'ecommendatioI1S of the 
M'J' r:'y Hrl'ort (If the I'Hliall ("rrOllcy Committee; wbether'the 
r (,' mmellrlat:'" ~ WO/(l l'ulJli,he" ill tbo Go\,prnment of India 
Gazette, or ill all~' 01 her way, ill ordt',' to elJllble the Indian publio 
to cOIl\\idcl' the' elf,:('\' of l\ueh ncumnwlldatio1l8 .. aud whether the 
policy . was lllJdcl'taken with tlhJ olltire COIlCUfl'CnCp uf the Goverll
mCllt of IlIdi'l! 

j')lr. ilIon/a!llt' 1 am aware that thu actiou bkM' on the Report 
has heen cl'it-ioi~cd ill ('·'[tain (illart()r~ ill India, The nature of the 
sllhjl)ct WitS 811ch as to rr'luire artioll immcdiately 011 publica.tion of 
th{\ H"['Or7, HOld as wa~ dOl:O in tl](' case of the closiug of the nlint,s 
jll 11'1\)3, tlw deci~i()"s ani, ed ,It wore put into effect without pro
yioull notice, Tbo Ull\Olnmollt of Illdill. concurred ill the main 
l"ecommtlndat.ions ill tho Majorit~, Report which forms the basis of 
the proscut policy. 

Franchi.e Rules: ?v'"ge-Earnmg Clute." 

M,f. R. JiiduI'YIl"ulI asked tho ~ccretary d State for India 
wbethel" ill the opinion of the Goverilimllt of Iunia, the pract~Cal 
applieat,~ .. ,:, o( the l'dC1.llllm\llldatioll of Lord Selbol'De's .ColUlQltt",Cl 
to seeure bettcr rcpresentation of the wage-earnillg classes in .l .. dia 
i$ al.t~lided with llitiiculties ,: whetlwl' thry prop()~c tQ r~~tri~t 



l_,~'iNritJ#iINtBBPEIJ;J/tlljlli • 
IU)Cli. ~~ -to. two: Ctitios - only 'in - ta.-wbole of IlldiaM
on.; the. Pfo¥bwal Council.; whether he is aware ,that the problem 
is DO b;q. ul8®t inmauy citiell\ such as Madr&a and AQmedabad~ 
thall itl the cities of Calcutta alll! Bombay, and tbat the Govern
ment of bJdia has even refused to call for the Report of tIe 
Bomb.y Government 011 .the question of providing repreaeotatian 
of the wage·eaflling class of the city of Ahmedabad; whether the 
Bombay Govtlrnment, in their original franchise proposals submitt-ed 
to the )'ranchise Committee, included all persolls earning Re. 2~O 
anl1'6&1ly ; and if 80 what dfficulties do the Government of India 
anticipate if those proposals were accepted ? '~ 

Mr. Montag-u: With rega.rd to parts 1, 2, and" of the ques
tion, I have not yet received the Government of 10018.'8 final 
proposalll for franchise rules under the Act of 1919, which will 
embody their views on this .queRtion, hut from informal oommuni
catiOlUj I understand that they do anticipate difficulties. 1 hope 
to receive these draft rules very shortly aud submit them in dUeJ 

course to the Joint Select Committee and to Parliament. 
Wit,h rt'gard to purts ~ and 5 of tho question, I understand 

that this is not a correct statement of the oase, and that what 
ha11peneil was that in endeavouring to work out a basis for de~ilion 
as to the number of member~ to repreRent each district on tbe.l 
Bomba.y Provincial COllIICil, thc Bombay GoverllmAnt adopted 
as one of their experimental teRts an income of Rs. 250 in ordt'f 
to ga.in some rough idea of the number of voten each district 
might be expocted to contain. I do not understand that this 
test was even put forward as a definite proposal for a votilll 
'lualificatioIJ. 

Rate of Exchange cSterling Transfers j 

·/lfr. Clw?"1es Ed !l'm-d,. aShccl the Hoactar} of ~t,ate for IndiA 
wha.t is the total amount of l{evel'se COUTlcil Bills sold l,y the 
Govenment of Iudia ~ince t he new polil'Y of fixing the rate oi 
o:Jl;cbange 011 the basis of the London New lork rllt;e was introduced.' 
such amonnt to include remitta.nces made to this country t,hrollf;h 
the Post Office; out of what funds is paymeTJt being m~(!o here 
aga.inst such bills; what was t,he ruptle equivalent. a.t. whi"b tbeM 
funds were accumulatod and stood in the h90ks ; what is the 1'1lP~ 
amoynt now realised by such sales; what is tbe total 1088 ir:oumd. 
lID far by the Govellmellt of Illdia by these 8&les j and agajuat: 
whatjll it to be debited '/ 
. , ~r. Montagu :' The tot.al amount of" Reverstl Ooullcil Billa" 

"Of ~ilJ& u;£D.lIfers, !!Old bilice [ith February, 1920, i. &bout 
;t.30 .. eOO.OOQ,· IWlIIittllUOO thrQugh tho Post Office during FebrulW'Tr 



.'~.~tlPCgJJII,f)Jf8 I a» ~~ 
~.I&td April, alOO\lllted .61) &bout '.£~iOOO.OOO •.. ~~ 
~ tra.nal"N is being made from the Paper Ct:tmt., Rtt~ .a &omTreaeury. The funds lw'ld ill the Paper CU·trehOY ~ 
·stud in the books at" rupee equiv.alellt of Rs.· 16 lM}ue.1 t.O £1\ 
iilese fllnd!!; IlS a)so the Treasury holdings, ",eM laid downJft 
lioadC!tll at rates of exchange varyjng from Is. 4d. to2a. four ud 
Wf pence. The rupee amount realised by the sales of reverse 
lIUIntioned arbove is approxima.tely l{s. 23 C1'ore8. The pr.eeiee 
10118 cannot be calculated, as the funds heJd in England cannot 
Ue earmarked against particula.r remittances from India., ~ 
having been effected, as just mentiolled at varying rates. More· 
over, it ",ill in any case be .ueoossary, as recognised by the Currency 
Committee, to levalue the sterling holdings of the Government 
on the basis of a 2s. rupee. Oil this basis the net loss on the 
aaluaa measured ill sterlillg is approximately £7,000,000, 1'epres6n· 
tiJ,)g the difference uetweell remittances at 2s and the rates actually 
tealil!6d uy the sales. The net 1088 illcurred by reason of tbe 
high rate at which thtlse remittancet! were effected wiII ultimately 
lie debited to revenue which \\ ill per contra profit by the fact 
that uuder the lJew policy the Government (tf Iudia will be a.ble 
to make the remit.tances neoeRary for the purpOIfJ of meeting 

IIIIlheir sterling expendit l1re in this cO\lutry at a far more favourable 
ra.te than was iOl'merly t 1'6 case. I Jl this cOJlnae\ iOTI it IDII-ybe 
mentioned t.hat the rise in exrballge above the rate of Is. 4d. on 
wbich the GoverPlTIPllt II.C~O\1lltF h3o\'e hil'llerto heen based, led, 
in the years J91j·llJ, to an .1x .. hnl'ge gain Oil the GoYtlrument's 
total remittances of ahout .£ s,oeo.aoo. 

Amnesty 

.}!r. R. iticiwl'li<rm asker! dlt' ~e{)I','blry 0; Rtnte for Ifldiu. 
whether h,J will lay upon the Talll.>, ;t FtMemPlIt gi\il1t! the lluulbel' 
of al1 tll,' political olTclld.>l's, il'ch,dil,g l!Je detel1\1es, internees, 
State priik')Jj..,rs, a;1I1 P'W80IlR COlivil't e:1 ullrler the l11dian Penal 
Code or oth('l'wisc oOlltine(; ill I!Aob or t,'pt \lllder rl'striottonll iu 
tln,oh proviuce in In(ha alld in the Allllan,!LIIS on the 23rd Decem
l,'.}r, 1919, their origillllol se1lt.encos 0;' periolis of restriction ordered 
by the cl.ecut1vc ; the period unnprgolle by each; the numbt>,!' ill 
those who were released under the Amnesty Cla.use of tbe ROyal 
Proclamation; and the number aud Ilarne~ of those to whom benefit 
oI the,royal amnesty h~ beeu refused, with the r4liSOflS £0J; $UUh 
refusal.in each easel 

Mr. Montftgu: The following tigures' arc taken iromt\6 
rotatatl1ent made by the Secretary to the Governnllltlt of· IJ:ldit.-i'b 
tho Imperilll Le&islative Council Oil the 24th FebrUiWY . . 



1_1 IN1JJ;;'lt;'llinAPB~' 
T~; ... ,., Nl~'UAder the atluiesiy:' 
Of~theIe ~ wet!e: 
(4) ~ pIi-.aera lltlMr Reg'iation IiI S18IR 
(b) Restricted under the Def&noe of India Rulall 
(c) Restriction under the ingress into India Ordi.,an~. 
{d) Persons who had bMn oonvicted of ofl'ene~ A.galntlt t:])e 

State. ft 
(8) Persons oonvicted in the disturbltneos of MI\t'(\h a.nd April 

1919. 72' 
By comparison of theRe figm'ps with an earlier return, I gather 

that the numbers in each of the ubm'e classes not released was on 
t.hatdate as follows: (0) 40; (h) n ; (,-)- ;(II)!)!): (1-) 11!). 1 have 
1I0t inquired the names 01 the~e pcr~onR. His Majesty's Proclama
tion direbted the Viceroy to elCerr.i~e clemency ill the fullest InM8UrC 
whioh in his jlHhrmeut was ('.om,lfltihlf' with the pnbli(' ~aret,y. 

Army and Public Services (Increased Pay) 

Mr, Lunn asked thf' i-;crrctnry of State lor Indin. whether be 
will state the fiuancial etfeets of the recent incrca~e~ ill the remune· 
ration for the Indian Merlical Servire, the 1urlia/) Polioe RerviN', the 
India.n Erlllc*nal Service, the Inrli'llJ Civil Hervice, and the 
Iudian A.rmy, alld lay UPOII the Tahle the oorreRpondence on the'" 
subject betweeu him and the Go\'ernmellt, of Inaia on the eubJeel1 

Mr. Montal!:u: The approximatE> cost per allnum of the inereMell 
of PaY which have been Rllllrtiorlod iA estimate!} to he-

Indiau Cidl ~erric(1 
India.n Police Service 
Inoian l<-:ducation1l.i Rorvico , .. 
EntiRh o1Jiccr~ of Indian 
AmlY anrl of BI'itillh troopR in llldin 
Indian Merlical Rervire 

,£ 
3()O,()f)~ 

130,000 
100,000 

1;00,000 
21l(},OOO 

The oorrespond!'llce is very voluminous, amI I do not; propollO' h~ 
lay it l)efore the Honse. The usual course ill for tbe GovernDWut (1(' 
India to annOUlJce the rlecisiolls arrived at HI the form of ReetJlbtiOrl., 
promi:t'ga.ted in India. This is, J think, the most oonvenient prooedtt~ 

Mr. S, G. Horniman. 

11/1'; J. AD:lntsdn asked the Secretary of State lor l,rwlia whe .... 
be ".,teoeived from Mr. B. O. Hornima.n ,Jettttr oontrovetthtg.;tIfe ' 
ch&tift ~a.de against him by the right hon. Gentleman in t:m. 'ltb\'l~ oe:""" M~'f .191 f),; w"$ber he prOllii~ to .elJd Mt. Hovnbllrin A 
.~ 'rapl, to thi.letter, hut a.ftet'warda \Vl'ote to Hi.'''''' 
~t; 1!.~ vref~·lt& ck6t' witll tMDlAtter -i& Psdiamed; . "' •• c. ,iu 



~, I'6tJSR";.~':(JOjIjMl$~ tll~'''~ 
~:~t)&1, he wiD ,~:to·Mr. HoririlO,&b~ t'fq~.~:' 
~~tkm of these eharp8 by a P~iamentary' OOm~I; .'~ 
if;~ ',whetJterbe will maW a ~iOI,l before the Hou~wH.i.," .1,ie 
~tment of "COmmittee fot tb&t purpose 1 " 
.; ':,. 'lr,fr. Montagu : I received a letter form Mr. B. G. Homim&n; .w 
., considered reply was that any controversy which·might ... 
• bollt the statements I have made in this House ahcmld be condnCb/!MI 
In t~ House itself. I am prepared to explain or justify here these 
statements if they are called in fJue~tion. But there is, in my 
opiuion, no need of inquiry. ' 

Government of India Act fDraft Rules] Ordered : 

"That a Select Committee of Seven Members be appointed, to 
join with a Committee to be appointed by the Lords, t6 re'V'ise tbe 
pratt rules made under the the Government of India Aot, 1919."
{(;'Ol()ff61 Gibbo.J 

Motion made and question proposed, that Mr. Ackland, Mr. 
Bennett, Sir Henry Craik, Mr Montagu, Mr. Onnsby Gore, Sir J. D~ 
!tees, and Mr. Spoor be Members of the Committee.-[ColO'nt'l Gibbs.] 
, Colonel Y!lte: I object to this for the reasons which 1 gave the 

ptber day. In my opinion the Secretary of State' should give 
evidence before this Committee and not be a Member of the Commit. 
tee. He should not be both counsel, judge and jury. I lodge my 
protest against the appointment of thiR Committee and the appoint
ment of the Seoretary of State and the {T nder Secretary of State as 
Member'S of it, amI I beg to mO"e: "That the Secretary of !')tflte be 
not appointed." 

The Secretary of State for lndia (Mr. Montagu): I wouM 
remind tbe hon. alld galla1lt Gentleman that his prot,cst was more 
appropriate when it was first made, when the original Commit:tee 
was appointed to cOIlRider the Bill. He then made his protest and 
House decided again~t him. The rules which are to be revised by 
this Committee are part of the Bill. They arise out of the Bill, and 
itwonl!i be most unfortunate, baving regard to the great importance 
of time, to delay matters by a cha.nge in the personnel "bE the 
Committee of Gentlemen who have rlevoted their .atterJtion~O,th 
rwes, who are familiar with all the process which relat" to'~ 
rules being framed and incorpol'8ted in the Bill itself. f. drf.id 
tlaat [ can never convince my hon. and gallant FriODd, and tberefOt. 
J 'Will not go on trying. 

Question p'ut, and agreed to. 
Orderad, 'That; the Oommittee ha.ve power to MAd for'~ 

papel'R, and record .. " ," , ' 
• ordered that "Five be the quorum,"-{Cf'iItmeI ~l 



1920] INDIAN INn'RPELLAllif}..'rS 
Hunter Report [Evidence], 

Mr. Inskip aaked t.he Prime Millish'r whether the HUlIter 
Report will be issuod with the ,,'ideilllo ; !llld whet.her, in \'jew of 
t.he desira.bility of gi\'illg ample time for the pI 'rusal and study of 
the evidenr.e, there is any ohjection to the immedia.te issue of the 
Report with the el'idellce, in order that, it may he R\'ailabJe before 
the Whitslllltide Recess? 

Mr. BOllar Law: The evidellce will he marle aVl\iJI~bJe to Mem
bers who wish to study it 1\8 ~oon as the }{.pport is presented. No 
otfor"t' i~ heillg ~parcd 10 milJimisd delnr, bllt I ft'l\r it will not. he 
po<sihlo 10 l'I'(IBf'lIt tlltl /-('Pl'fJr/, hC'fore Ilw vnri,v ['art (If l/(1xl \I'l!fk 

UHiveT~lIy P.ollchIOC--W"IfIf'n, 

illr. Il/11i'l1 ask(,d Ih" ,-;cwl'dhI'Y of l'l1.atll for Illdi:l whdlH'I' il. i,~ 
proposell to includo II'Ornt'" gm~l1\at"s of SIII'('1} Yl'll.rs' st,audillg in the 
l'lec·toral rolls for Ul livl'i'>,ity scats ill til" local L('gi;;lalivfl COllllcils ; 
alld whether Lord ScllJorue's COlllllli( (cu haR I'I'COIllTllt' lldcd tho gi \·illg 
of the ~I)t,~ ill the U"ircl':iity l'oilotiln"II!'ies to all graduates of seven 
years stll,lldillg irrc~pecti\c of ~('X. 

Mr. :\1ontHgn: I gi \'0 the hOIl. :\lIen! ht'!' tho r(,\,ly IV bich wo.e 
given 011 hoha/f of Ih'J (.lOII'I'lImell! of Illelin to Ihis same question 
wholl it W :~'l put ill t hi ) 'lldi ;\11 Lc'gi .-btil'e COil 1tC'iI dUI'ing tho 
last ~('ssiolJ : 

"(II) No. A~ n C(J/IlllH' l,lkd hy tho ,loill!. Committctl, l'rovi"ioll 
will be mado irJ thu rllL-s IIl1dl'r 1"('ctiOll 7 (~) (II) of tho Uo\'crlJmolJt 
uf India AM, 1!.J1!), [Ol' their illchn·ioll ill :ll1y l,rovillCc' ill which the 
Lr'giblative Coull/'illllay by l:l'~olutioll ,,0 recommelld. 

"(c) Tho,) .Toint Comlllitkc recommcJ.dcd that tbo fralJchise for 
IhJ IJ lli~'cr,il ·Y ~e It~ sho'lld In CXLlJllded to all graullat,es of over 
,nl' I~1I years ' tit,andillg, lJut the GovI\rurncltt of l"dia lIltUCrstilllC1 
t hat- this recommtllH,b,1 iOIl, which docs not include tho last threo 
words in thll han. .\fernll,' r's 'jllostioll, is subject to the general 
proposal of thll Committtlll ill feg:trd to the admission of women to 
the fralJchise." 

HOU,"'R OF CO.1fMONS-i'Jlh J'u.7Ie 1920, 

General Dyer, 

.Mr. G'wynnf, asked the SllcrebHY of War whether the question 
of Dyer's conduct whilst ill command in llldia has boen referred to 
tho Army Council; if S0, wlron and with what result. 

Mt,. t:h'urcldll: Yea Sir; as is stater! in the published de8patoh 
of the S~cretary of ~tat,o for India to the Viceroy on this 8ubject, 
the circumstances of the case of General Dyer ha.ve been brought 
to the notice of the Army Coul/oil by the Secretary of State for 

~8 



4M ' ROUSE 'OF UOMMONS [9 RrNE 
lnllis, Secondly, the COtn'm~nder.i~.bhief in 'indio. has reoommend· 
ed :t~at General Dyer should hi retired from the Mmy. , 'l'Mrdly, 
General Dyer himself bas writfen to the War Office ~equestinS! tb 
be aTIowed ' to make a futt1l1'1r stat.el1\ent. A preliminary tn~tieaidn 
has taken place in the' Army Council, and it has ~en ,decided to 
allow General Dyer to eubmit in writing the furtber eta.tement whioh 
he wishes to make . 

. , Colonel Brwn: Is the opinion of the Army Council in unison 
with the opinion expresged in Lord HUllter's Report 1 ,. 

M~·. ChfLfChill: It would be improper for the hon. and gallant 
Gentleman to aRk qUc.RtiOllS in regard to cOllfidential business of a 
Coullcil of this ch:InLcter, and it would certainly be very improper 
for me to offer him allY enlightmelJt" 

The PunJab-Jirms Act 

MI', Swan ftsked the ;.)ecrtlt.ary of f:;tato for llidia whether, after 
t.he 'UoYill Pro;,lalDation, the Disfrict ~1agistl'!\te, Jul/nnder, in the 
Punjab, has refused to renew licellses ullder t,ho Arms Act to severll.l 
applicants on the ground that they had attcnnt1d t.he Indian National 
Congress, \vhich he SH.ici had passed Reditiolls rU8olllt,iollS ; whEltner 
he Tllfused to forward to the Government of tho Pllldah a represonta
tion on' the subject, made by the JnllllTioer District COllgress Com. 
mittee. on the grouu<l that, that body was irrespolisible and Self. 
constitnted; whether a ~eri!lR of (jlleRt,ioIiS on this snhjcct, of which 
notices were given by stwI'l'ai .m('miJers of the Indian Legislative 
Cou~lCil, were disallowed hy His Exr~ll"llr~' t,hll Pr~ideTlt during the 
last session; and wheth~r h~ I'ropo;,es tu t",ke' ailS action in the 
mat-tel' 'I 
. .Mr • • J1[ontafTu: 1 havlI 110 information hoyond some complaints 
mane ill the Press, I will maktl ill(Jtliries. 

HOUSE OF COlll/,,/O ,\'l"', Vtli .T1~1ltj 1920, 

Gene.al Dyer 

Alt'. Gwymw asked t he ~ccretary of :-;tate fol' India whether 
GClltlra! Dyer l'esigued hi!' commaud in Illdia yolunt-arilv ; if llot 
who l~skt;<1 him to resigll ; alld was allY reasolJ given 7 . , , 

Tho Secrt'tal'Y of Stahl for India (Mr. MOlltagu): The 09m. 
:p'lauder·i'.!-chief informed Ge~}c~al D!er t.hat he a('cepted 'the ~u
,tOllS 'of the Hunter CommIssIon In regard to t,he oocurrenool at 
Amritllil,r,. and directed him to resign his appoilltl'nent as Brigade 
Coinmabder: " . , . . 
, " UObmlaon,!e'r 'Rell,,;t'.< : 'Vas Generai Dyer supplilld with leo1-

aKSistiloJJOo' At this inquiry ~ , 
, 1f1';':' Mrmli'irjll: J do no!. think so, 


