ON FIZI RIOYS - 19
pound, where the Indian women were originally- secn in.
by .-the constabulary-officers, There Bpenial _Cu;’hblal Cﬁd&:ll:.gg
and James Brown (police ven driver) were severely beaten and woun-
déd and the police driven back to Toorak rosd, The Magistrate was
adked to attend by Insp-ctor Swinbourne. The Chief Police Magistratc
and a party of soldiers under Major Knox soon afterwards arrived om
the scene,” ;

The Inspector-General himself arried upon the scene about the
game tims ss the Military. The Indians who had been participating
in the riot ran into eome houses in the neighbourhood. Colonel
Golding ordered these ouses to be surrounded and caused all found
inside to be disarmed and collected in one spot. A Party of 175
men and 14 women were marched down to the police station under
escort. Meanwhile, Colonel Golding despatched some especials,
under command of Inspector Swinbourne, to deal with a orowd of
Indians armed with sticks who. had been reported as coming into
Suva from another quarter. This crowd was intercepted and forced
to retira to the outskirts of the town.

17. Late in the evening I visited the police station and con:
gratulated the police and special constables on the way in which
they had handled a very difficult and dangerous situation, I also
visited the hospital, where ] saw Mr. W. Savage and Mr. C. Cald-
well, Special Constables. They were both very badly injured and
almost unconscions, Mr. Savage’s head and face being a mass of
bruises, while Mr. Caldwell had an arm and several ribs broken. I
also saw Mr. Pilkington, a gentleman, over 70 yearas of age, who
had very pluckily go.c to the assistance of the police and had had
an arm broken,

18. At an early stage of the trouble it had become apparent
to me that naval or military assistance, or both, from outside the
Colony would be required. Even if a sufficient force could have
been organised locally, it was clear thatthe Indians would never
believe in its sufficiency; and the inevitable result of a collision
between several thousands of Indians and & force which they believed
they ocould overpower, although in the end the armed force would
probably have prevailed, would bave becen a resort to rifie and
machine-gun fire involving serious bloodshed and damage to property.
In the circumstances I decided to ack the Government of Australia
to send a warship, and at the same time, in case a vessel should
not be available from Australia or should not arrive in time, to
ask the New Zealand Government for assistance also. Both requests
were generously and promptly complied with, and I desirs to record
the deep appreciation of the Government and people of this Colo-
ny of the action of the Commonwealth and the Dominion Autho-
rities. The assistance from New Zealand, which arrived first,
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oconsisted of & detachment of 60 officers and men of the New Bealand
Defence Forces with Lewis gun sections. These arrived “on the
morning of 12th February on board the New Zealand Govérnment
vessel Tulanekai. Being uncertsin at what point this force might
be first required, I had requested the Tufanekai to procesd to Levuka
and there to await developments, On the night, however, of 12th
February, in view of the serious affray in Suva and possibility of
further trouble here, I requested the Zufanekai by wireless to come
direct to Suva. The arrival of the force was most opportune. A
portion of the force was immediately called upon to support the
police in preventing the incursion of crowds into Suva and generally
in restoring order in the town and neighbourhood, while late in the
same day a section was despatched by launch up the Rewa river
in order to reinforce the Fijian police and Defence Force already
stationed at Nausori, who had had to deal during the day with
serious disturbances amounting to riot.

19. The following is a detailed account by Inspector A. Pictor,
of the Fiji Constabulary, on the riot at Nausori on 12th Feb-
ruary :—

“On accounlt of trouble occurring at Suva on the 1lth insiant in the
afternoon, the special constables who had already been sworn in were
mobilised, rifles jssued and Nausori picketed with posts of regular and
spreial constabulary that night. No disturbance occurred, however,
awl notlbing out of the ordinary until 11-20 p, M, it was found that
the telephone wiresato Suva had been cut. A special constable motor
cyclist and linceman were sent out to locate the break, while despatel
rnuners (Fijian) were sent to Suva at the same time. The cut was
logated] and reported to Suva. On Thureday, the 12th instant, crowds
were reported a8 coming inat an early hour from Raraleva, Vuci,
Waimbokasi, &c,, with sticks, kuives, &c., and concentrating at Vam-
moni. These people did not seem to know why they had been sufamoned,
und a large number dispersed when called upon to do so, I ordercd
all sticks 1o be thrown away, and this was carried out. At 10-30 p. M,._
however, a crowd of about 300 men were reported as coming from
Buva direction towards Dawul:vw. The bridges from Nasinu to Nansori
had previously been reported as broken, and this crowd were the por-
petrators. I at once repaired to Davmilnu by launch with a detachment
of Fijian constalles, fo\uwcd later by o launch load of specials (with
refles). A guard of six specials was already posted at Davuilovu Hotel,
and on arrival I found the crowgd bad passad the botul and had proeccded
to the pontoon Janding. I followid them up and asked their intentions.
They stated that they were going to Nausori and that nothing would
stop them, The pontoon having previously been withdraw.: td the
Nausori side, they were unable to proceed further, and .the Fijian
constables were in their rear. 1ecalied upon them to throw down
their sticks and other arms therefore, which ahout 50 pur cent. did;
the remainder, however, escaped up the road towards fuva again, They
were followed up and when opposite the hotel the ¢ specials ’ previousty
referred to reinforced the Fijians, The crowd somehow obtained other
tticks and iron palings, however, and their numbers were momentarily
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being . swelled with reinforcements brought ever in E\rmim‘m boats hm
zﬁ ‘side. 'As the tember of the crowed was ug
telephoned Nausori to lrave 8 patrol sent on to ﬂver

unication between the Nausori and Davuilevn side to vent.
reinforoements, and requeited Captain Kane, the District Commi-
safoner, to come over a8 I anticipated the necessity of reading the
Riot Act. At the same time I sent for cerain Indian leaders I could
more or less trust and try to disperse the crowd by peaceable means.
This latter move was successful, and the Nausori men who had crossed
in small boats expressed their desirc to return to their owneide peace-
ably, This was consented to, and the pontoon sent for; nobody,
however, was to be allowed to land at Naunsor: with a stick. I tele-
Ehoncd to Captain }addy, Officer Commanding Defence Foree, who
ad a guard on the Nausori side of the pontoon-way, to request him
to have this order enforccd, and to this he agreed. Left HY the Nausori
men, the Nasinu crowd rapidly disporsed, the majority thmwing away
their sticks, The Constabulary then returned to the Nausori side at
2 p. M, The Constabulary had scarcely landed at the Company’s
whnrf, Nansori, when whistels werc heard from the pontoon bridge.
Collecting the Fijian constabl:s who had fallen in at the first alarm,
I proceeded to the spot, accompanied by Sub-Inspector Tucker. On
arrival at the bridge the Defence Foree guard was found to be in
difficulties, as an angry crowd, armed with sticks, were on the bridge,
and actually at grips with several members. It appears the trouble
arose through the pontpon guard taking away sticks from the sccond
pontoon load of pcople from the Davwmilevu side as requested. It was
obviourly a case for swift measures, and so the Fijians were formed
up in front of the Defence Force guard, across the bridge which was
then held by & line of Fijian coustables, with fixed bayonets, At
sight of these the crowd fell back to the far end of the bridge, while
the Fijians were subjected to a lively fusilade of stones. I am glad
to be able to state that no trained troops could have stood this more
steadily than the Fijians, whose behaviour throughout has been exenp-
lary. The special constabulary now came up behind the Fijians, but
seeing bodies of the crowd moving back at a 1un towards Vuci, I sent
tMe specials back to take up a position blocking the Vuci road, which
enters Nausorl opposite Mnr]?a storc at right angls to the river, while
others were to hold the Naduruloulou road, to prevent people from the
Nausori coolie lines taking us inreverse. Doth these foroes came face to
face with armed crowds, but the sight of the fifice and the coolness of
the N, O, 0.s was sufficient to meet the situation, Casptain Kane now
a-rived at the bridge, and having spoken to the crowd without effect,
read the Riot Act., The crowd, under the nflaence of certain of their
L aders who were not inclined to violence, retired slightly and gradusily
dlsi)arsnd without any firing tacking place. There were no further
dents this day. n this date ell European women and children were
concentrated at Nausori, arrangements having previously been made.”

20. The affair at Nausori on 12th February was the moat
serious of any that have ooccured. Although, however, the most
seriouy, it was not the last, for on the iollowiug day the police came
into collision with a mob of soveral bundreds of Indians who had
been wrecking bridges and telephone wires on the road betwesn
Suva and Rewa. I cannot describe this incident better than in
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the words of the Inspector-General of Constabulary, whose report
reads as follows :—

#On Friday the 13th instant at about 3 o’ clock I received information
that Major Knox with some mounted men and his Lewis gun section
were holding up at the Samabula Bridge a crowd of between 200 and
300 Indiane who were demanding to be allowed to come into Suva.
Permission to do so had been refused, and Mr, Pennefather, Chief
Police Magistrate, bad proceeded to the scene and callcd upon the Indians
to disperse. The Indiane refused and remained in the vicinity of the
bridge. 1 proceeded to the sceme with inspector Bwimbourne, Sub-
Inspector Lucchinelli and party of 25 European spcial constables and
Fijian Constabulary. I conferred with Mr. Pennefather, wbo told
me of the situation, whereupon I told Major Knox, officer in charge
of the Defunce Force party, that I was going to advance on the mob
and asked him to follow up my party with his mounted men in case
1 should require their assistance. Ithen crossed the bridge with the
constabulary and hustled the mob of Indiane, taking care not to
inflict damage on thosr who did nbt resist. The main body of Indians
ran up the road a distance of about 400 or 500 yards, and inthe
vicinity of an Indian dwclling house a mumber picked up poles and
bludgeons and offered us serious resistance by flinging rocks, stones
and sticks at us and striking at ws with ther weapons., Onc tall
Indian I noticed i particular camwe for me with a P, but was pevented
reaching me by one of the Corporals of Constabulary, who was'himself
stunned by a staggering blow. At this moment bheard revolver and
pistal shots bemy fired behind me, but I am unable to say who fired
them, [ saw Sub-Inspector Taucclinellr discharge his revolver twice
at the Indian who atiacked me, but the shots did not take effect, as
1 saw the Indian making off when I had ordercd constables to tnke
him in flank. Had mnet fira been opened on the erowd of Indians,
who vastly outnumbered us, 1do net hesitate toeay that there would
have been serious loss of Lfe on our side. Iremained on the spot
half-an-hour after the action and coll:cted the wounded Indians and
constables and hal them conveyed to Buva in the police van for treat-
ment at the hospital. Three Tndians were suffering from gunshof wounds
(ome of whom has since died) and several others from contusions on
the head and Lody.”

A magisterial enquiry was subzequently held on the death of the
Indian who was killed, and the Magistrate’s finding was that the
case was one justifiable homicide, This was the only life lost, but
the few shots that were fired and the death of the Indian may have
been the means of saving greater loss of life. There is no doubt
that the Indians had been led to believe by agitators that firearms
would under no circumstances be resorted to by the Government
forces—a belief which greatly increased the difficulties of the
police in effecting peaceable diapersals. I cannot speak too highly
of the restraint and forbearance shown both by the European and
by ths Fijian members of the constabulary and the Defence
gorca in the three affrays at Toorak, Nausori, and the Samabula

ridge.
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21, The pacification of the district between Suva and Rewa
prosented no little difficulty. On each side of the road .
tho two centres there are scattered settlements of Indians of a
misoallaaeous olass, of whom only a few were genuine strikers, and
who, for the most part, were merely out for trouble and ready to
join forces with any crowd that might collest either at Suva or
at Rewa. After the Samabula affair it was necessary to patrol the
Rewa road. At the same time it was desirable to give these
people every chance of coming to an understanding with the
Government. Accordingly, with my consent, Mr. T. E. Fell, ¢. M. G.,
the Colonial Secretary, went out by motor-car on 15th February
in order to get into touch with the Indians in this neighbour-
hood and to hear what they had to say. The attitude of the
Indians after the events of the 13th was very uncertain,
and, although Mr. Fell was,accompanied by two motor cyclists
and arrangements had been made for relief in case of any mishap,
the journey was by no means unattended by risk. After at first
displaying considerable mistrust, about G50 Indiaus collected and
were addressed by Mr. Fell, who explained the position to them
from the point of view of the Government, assuring them that
if they were law-abiding and peaceful the Government was ready
to help them, but warning them that if they persisted in opposing
the Gevernment and damaging property it would their own fault
if they found themselvesin trouble. Having eventually received
assurances from the Indians that they would do no more damage to
property or interfere with men gusarding the roads and that they
would obey the law and not assemble in crowds without permission
Mr. Fell gave permits to a few Indian storekeepers to come into
Suva fo make necessary purchases, and told them that, if their
conduct warranted it, a larger number would bo allowed to come
Jnto the town later. The meeting was not regarded by Mr, Fell as
entirely satisfactory, but it clearly pointed to the advisability of
appointing a civilian offlcial to act as intermediary between the
Government and the Indians aud to take note of any complaints
against patrols operating in this area. I therefore appointed Mr. C,
E. de F. Penne-father (Magistrate, Suva) as Political Officer for this
purpose During the ensuing 10 days Mr. Penuefather paid.frequent
visits to the district and received numerous minor complaints, which
were all investigated and, as far as possible, adjusted. I believeo
that this appointment had a good effect.

23. The difficulty of restoring order in Suva was increased by
the presence of bands of young Indian hooligans, who together with
the women, were chiefly respounsible for the intimidation of loyal
Indians for preventing them returning to work. At a meeting of
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‘Logal Indisns; British subjects:” w Tesolation. wae passed wﬁ_—
ving appointed the Commission, expressing & desire torekiia’
%!mﬁhmﬂ: and asking for profection against intexfercnte; The
effeetive. way of ensuring protection for the loyal elament and of
preventing further riotous behaviour by - these hooligans (or “Iarrile
ings,” as Mr, Badri Maharaj described them in conversstion with
wme) was to prescribe an area within which movements and gather-
ing of Indiane should be restricted and to which only those sheuld
be admitted who were engaged in lona fide business or employment,
On 12th February the Legislative Council passod an Ordinance
enabling the Governor in Council to take certain measures for the
public safety in the event of civil commotion, and under this Ordi-
nance a simple but effective system of permits was instituted, and an
ares, including the greater part of the town of Suva, was prescribed
with the above objects. The system has worked satisfactorily, and,
while it has had a good disciplinary effact on the disorderly element,
has involved the least possible irksomeness to the law-abiding Indian
population. The policy will be to relax it gradually, and already

certain of the restrictions at first imposed have been removed.

23, His Majesty's Australian Sloop Marguerife arrived at Suva
on 14th February and after 1emaining for a day, paid a visit to the
north-western coast of Vitilevu. 1 have reascn to believe that the
appearance of this vessel had an excellent effect, and I greatly regret
that it has only been possible for her to remain in these waters for
one month. The Government forces were further augmented by the
arrival, on 16th February, of 200 natives from Lau, whom Mr, G.
M. Hennings, a leading resident in the Lau Group, had volunteered
to recuit and who formed a most useful auxiliary to the police in
patrolling roads and protecting bridges. I may here say that the
attitude, both of the local Fijians and of those who were recruited in
Lau, Rewa, Navua and elsewhere to assist the police, has been most
gratifying. They have shown a keen desire to help the Government,
and there have Leen very few complaints of vaxatious behaviour
towards the Indians with whom they have been brought in contaet,

24. On 15th February the Hon’ble Badri Mabaraj, M. 1. C,,
arrived at Suva and proceeded to Nausori, where he addressed a
meeting of Indians, warned them against the danger into which they
were being led by agitators, and strongly advised them to return td
work. This advice, following upon the prompt measures taken by
the Government to deal with the rioters, apparently had a good
effect. On the following day, 16th February, the strike ended as
suddenly as it had began, and the Indiane at Rewa, Suva and Nayus.
were all reported to be returning to work, _

25, [ am glad to say that, salthough efforts were nn&mw_
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made by the agitators to extend the strike to the principal sugar
centres in the north-western districts, there has been no trouble’
amoug the large Indian population on that side of the main island. ‘It
was persistently ramoured that large bodies of Indians from the north
coast were arranging to march across the country to join in a concen-
tration at Suva, but nothing of the sort happened. The Indiaus re-
siding in Suva, Nausori, Navua and on the south cost generally are
of a different and, generally speaking, of an inferior class to those be-
longing to the nort-western districts. Thare has always been a ten-
dency for malcontents and bad characters to gravitate towaids tho
south (oast centrea. Neither is there auy ideutity of interests bet-
ween Indians on the Suva side and those elsowhero,  The latter in-
clude a considerable element of substantinl cane-growers who are
themselves employers of labour, and who have a stake in the country,
If strike had extended to the north-western distriets, it would pro-
lably have been from differont causes (e.g., dissatisfaction with the
terms offered by the Colonial Sugar Refining Company as regards the
prico of cano and the rate of wages), While the Government has
been by no means free from anuxiety corcerning possible developments
in the north-western districts, this anxiety was in a large measure
relieved by an announcement which the Colonial Sugar Refining Com-
pany made to the Indian cane growers at Loutoka and other centres
on the 4th February. This was briefly to the effect that an additional
bonus of 2s. 6d, per ton would be paid to growers for their cane, to-
gether with a special grant of 20s. per acre on all land under proper
cultivation. Although this concession applies to the present year only
and still leaves growers in uncertainty as regards tho treatment for
future ears, and although I huve not yet heard that the offer has
heen definitely accepted, there is reason to hope that any immediato
irkolihood of a general cossation of work has bLeen averted. At the
same time it is to be regretted that the concession was not made
carlier,  1f it had been, it i3 possible that the strike at Nausori,
which has been the chicf cause of anxiety und expensge to the Govern-
ment, might have been avoided.

The following order of prohibition and removal of Mr. D. M,
Manilal was handed over to him on the 27th March 1920,

Order under Peace and Good Order Ordinance 1876, Fiji.

““Whireas by the Peace and Good Order Ordinance, 1875, the Governor in
Ununeil is empowered by Order under his band to prohibit any person whom be
shall believe to be disaffected to the King or otherwise dangerous to the peace and
zoud order of thie Colony, from residing or buing within any particular district or
districts of the Colony during any space of time not exceeding two years, and by
the same or any satsequent order under his hand to authorize and direct that if

such prohibition be not obeyed forthwith or within & specified time, the person
tisubeying the same shall be arrestedd and imprisoned beyond the limits of the

49
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prohibited district and in sach removal force may be used if need he for the
purposes thereof ;

And whereas the Governor in Counecil believes that Docior Maginmal
Manilal is dangerous to the peace and good order of the Colony,

“Now, therefore, by and with the advice of my Executive Council, I do ﬂy
this order under my hand prohibit the said Doctor Maginmal Manilal from resid-
ing or being within all or any of the undermentioned districts of the Colony during

the space of two yeats, that is to say, the [sland of Vitilevu, the Island of Ovalan,
the province of Macuata.

“‘And T do further, by and with the advice of my Executive (‘ouncil, by thia
order under my hand, authorize and direct that if the above prohibition be not
obeyed within the following specified time, that is to say, by or before noon on
the first day of April 1920, then and in such case the said Doctor Maginmal
Manilal shall be arrested by the Inspector General Constabulary or by any Police
Clonstable or by any other Peace Officer within the Colony and imprisoned, and
ahall be removed being so arrested and imprisoned beyond the limits of the probi-

Inted districts, and in such removal force may be used if need be for the purposes
thereof,

Datxt at Government House, Suva, this twenty-seventh day of March, 1920,

The Fiji Government published the following Petition
from 1500 Indian Residents to His Excellency the Governor of
Fiji, dated April 1st 1920,

“We, the undersigned, Indian residents, heg most respectfully
to submit the following representations to His Excellency the
Governor for his kind consideration. We have learned with
profound sorrow that an order has been served by His FExcellency
the Governor on Mr. Manilal, our foremost leader in Fiji, which
amounts to his expulsion from this country. We deaply griove
for this and earnestly request His Excellency to cancel the order
immediately. We beg to express our views regarding the matter
that we do not want to live in this country if our leader or
leaders are expelled from here. We would also mention here
that in case our petition is not considered favourably, we all intend
to return to our mother country together with Mr. Manilal, We
would therefore request Your Excellency’s Government to make
immediate arrangements for repatriation of those amongst us who
are entitled at this moment to a free return passage to India. We
may suggest that if these arrangements cannot be made immediately
the order for Mr. Manilal be withdrawn for the present and post-
poned, until the Government can make the above-mentioned arrange-
ments asked for. Otherwise, we would refrain from doing any
work in the Colony until we are repatriated, as a protest against
such action of the Government. We do not mean to interfere
with the work of Government of this Colony, but we fitly
express our feelings. The simple thing is that, as we have already
stated, we do not want to live in this country without a proper
eader to guide us and one who safeguards our interests. If it

s contonded that he has committed any offence or has broken
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any law of the country, we do not see any reason why the Govern-
ment prefer expelling him from here rather than proceeding
against him in a Court of Juatice. In the absence of a prosecution
against him we are inclined to think that it is because he might
be an undesirable person, in the estimation of the European commu-
nity and the Governwent of this country, in advocating our case,
In that case we do not see how any self-respecting Indian can”
coutinue to live here any longer. In view of the above faot we
submit the petition, hoping that it will receive due consideration at
the -hands of His Excellency’s Government. In the absence of a
prompt reply to this petition we will be compelled to stop
all work fo the future, and get ready to return home.”

To this His Excellency the Governor sent the following
reply dated April 14th 1920,

His Excellency the Goveruor has received the petition of
[ndian residents in the Ba district, with reference to the order
recently served on D. M, Mauilal,

The order in question prohibits Manilal and others from residing
for two years in Vitilevu or the Macuata Province. Outside these
distriots the persons concerned may go where they please and there
is no restriction on their movements. The order was issued by the
Governor in Council after full deliberation Lecause these persous are
believed, while resident in any of the districts mentioned, to be danger-
ous to the peace and good order of the Colony. Under no ocircums-
tances will His Excellency reconsider the decision, and he dismisses
forthwith the request in the petition that he should cancel the order.

Manilal has not deceived the Government, but he has grievously
deceived the Indians at Suva and Rewa with the result that many of
them are in prison or awuiting trial, while Le has been careful to
«ave his own skin, Loyal Indiaus here huve protested to His Excelleney
against these agitators, who are responsible for the recent trouble,
being allowed to remain at large while their dupes are punished.

Manilal has been the worst enemy of lndiau progress in Fizi. li
the petitioners kuew all that the Government kuows about him they
would rejoice at his departure. It is entirely owing to him and to the
trouble which he has caused that the Government bas been unable to
proceed with itsintention, already publicly anrounced, to make provi-
siot for the election by the Indiun commuuity of two representatives
in the Legislative Couucil. This would, in the Governor's opinion,
have afforded a safeguard of Indian interests, such as the Petitioners
desire, and a constitutional means of voicing Indian aspirations
through their chosen and recognised leaders. The enforced postpoue-
ment of this important concession has been o matter of regret to His
Excellency.
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The patitioners ask that if the order against Manilal is not with-
drawn they may be repatriated, and they threaten to strike. Asg
regards repatriation, arrangements have already been made for two
ships to come to Fiji to fetch those who are entitled to repatriation
and who wish to go. The first ship is due to arrive at the end of mext
month, and it is hoped that the second will follow not long after.

+Lists of those desiring to be repatriated are being prepared, and
those who are entitled to free passages and wish to go should send in
their names to the Agent General of Immigration. The Government
has no desire to impede or delay the departure of those Indians .who
do not wish to remain in Fiji. Malcontents are not wanted here.

As to the threat of a strike, the petitioners are making a grave
mistake if they think that the Government is to be intimidated by
threats of this nature. The petitioners state that ‘‘they do not mean to
interfere with the work of the Governmont.” If, by this they mean
that they do not intend to commit any breach of the peace, His Ex-
cellency strongly advises them to abide by this intention. Any dis-
order or violation of the law will be promptly and sternly dealt with,

Mr. Manilal's Letter.

Mr. Manilal’s version of the affair is given in the following
letter which he addressed to the Press on February 19th 1920.

Since my arrival here in Fiji 1 have strenuously laboured to have
an end put to the system of indentured labour which was slavery in
disguiso. Kventually the system received its coup de grace on the 2nd.
of January last, when all remaining indentures was cancelled by the
Fiji Government, presumably at the cost of the revenues of land,

The cancellation of indentures set all Indian labourers on an
eqnal feoting and thoy all began to realise painfully how their
lives have economically, morally, socially, and politically been influ-
enceld by their arrival and stay in Fiji under that monstrous
system. The incidents of coolie life formed a sort of shuttlecock
fo weave the web of colonial life round them ; and their depressed
and ruined condition hecame more patent uonder the strain of 200
and 300 p. ¢, rise in the prices of the necessaries of life, without
a rise in their wages. The want of a steady homelife, of a wife
worth the name, promiscuous intercourse and natural children,
dirt and squalor and immorality in general, can be geneologically
traced o the indenture system.

People who had finished their indentures had been for years
in receipt of two shillings a day wages for unskilled labour before
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the War. And they have continued receiving that until a fow
months ago when s sixpencs was added only for some labourers.

The laboureras had approached the Indian Imperial Assooiation
of which I am President to represent their grievances to Govern-
ment., And my Association wrote to the Government recommend-
ing legislation for 5 per cent. minimum wages for labourers, ex-
pressing our readiness to prove our case. "The Government paid
no heed to our representations and the Immigration Department
had hitherto followed a policy of bluff, browbeating and disguised
threatening towards those who have been clamouring for better
pay. The local news-paper, an only paper, pursued a osmpaign of
malicious misrepresentation against me and my Association at the -
instigation of & number of colonial-born Indians who are converts
to Christianity and whose conduct ir influénced by their pastors
or shepherds. The Indisn people in Fiji had felt very much that
the GGovernment prosecuted me for building an office on a Fijian
Chief’s land with his pormission, when any number of European
and other Indians who have done similar things bave not even
been warned. But at the (General Indian Conference held on Dec,
20th, last at the Town Hall, all sections of Indian settlers in and
around Suva, Rewa and Navua, attended in great numbers and
with the exception of half-a-dozen Indian Christians and a number
of their European patrons, the meeting was a great initial step
towards Indian organisation; and the labourers invited me to
two of their meetings, where I was enthusiastically received.
[ theu left for Lovuka and subsequently for Ba, where I heard
that some Indian labourers in Suva were on strike. All sorts
of rumours were rife and the campaign of misrepresentation by
the SuVa press had the desired result of making every white
person highly indignant or ill-disposed towards me. Anyhow,
the Indian element in Ba district was so important that the Ba
Kuropeans did not care about to unpleasant lengths with me and
the District Commissioner who is also the Magistrate, being a
‘Theosophist and a good type of Oxford graduate, was sympathetic
towards Indian aspirationa. In face of some opposition, after
<nmne hesitation he attended and presided over a large representa-
tive gathering of Indians on the last Sunday in January where
the Irdian Associstion was formed with rudimentary Panchayets
in important Indisn settlements. tere 1 was, as expected,
unanimously chosen as President of the Assooiation, which was
now formed, and Mr. H. G. Pilling, District Commissioner
placed his name at our disposal as patron and promised to audit
our accounts. This is the same gentleman who .bad given unique
assistance to Mr, C. F. Andrews and to the schools be initiated-—
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the establishment of the Misses Priest and Dixon-—who have been
sent out from Australia at Mr. Andrews' instance to work educa-
tionally (and the latter lady professionally as nuree also), amongst
Indian women and children in Fiji, derived great help and sympathy
from the Englishman, the like of whom are not as frequently
met with (in little Crown Colonies as thig) as one may desire.

I was hardly on the way to settle in Ba district when a sudden
call came from Suva informing me that the Indian strike in south
had led to the appointment of & Commission of Inquiry into the cost
of living wages, reasonable means of livelihood ete. before” and
after the war, A special launch came to Ba to fetch me to Suva.
It was not to be expected that the Government would place me
on the commission and the Agent-General of Immigration had
suoceeded in convineing Indians that I might be more useful
as counsel to lead evidence on behalf of the Indians labourers,
who then chose Mr, S. Chowla, an experienced and patriotic Indian
Interpreter, to be on the Commission. [ came to Suva and great
crowds of Indians poured in tosee me offering to help with the
evidence. Some of the members of the Indian Imperial Association
had been so threatened and treated by their HKuropean employers
and others and for their consequent advice to strikers had become
go unpopular amongst Indians, that they themselves kept out of
the labour movement ; and 1 did not pross them further. I also
pacified those who had cherished strong feeling against them and I
held one meeting at Muanivetu and another on the Cricket ground
in Suva anud the next day in Nausari. It was wonderful how the
strikers were of one mind and what is more, absolutely peaceful so
far so that the Inspector General of Constabulary, Col. Colging,
telephoned to luspector Picto of Rewa to motor down from his
station to the Indian meeting and convey to me his message nf
thanks and appreciation of the quiet and orderly way in which the
meetings had been conducted. It is worthy of note that this Jabour
movemeut was contemporaneously signalled by the formation and
support of the Indian Women’s Association in Suva, who pressed my
wife to be the president. The moral support rendered by this
Aassooiation during my absence in Ba and ever since was a powerful
factor in the insistent demand of men for b per cent wages as a
minimum to enable a person to live in decency and comfort under
the present high cost of living. When I came to Suva, I appreciated
their work but warned people of both sexes in public as well as in
private against the use of force to prevent weak minded persons
from returning to work. But some of the women could not bear
ingults and injuries and assumed a militant attitude towards any
Indian Christians or European Special Constables interfering with
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their meetings or their movements. I must point out here that
without the least necessity for doing so the Fiji Government bacame
funkey and ecalled in the aid of their military consisting of the
Returued Soldiers and Sailors and the local Defence Force men.
They disarmed the Indisns by taking away their sticks and the
Military Special Constables and rowdy Europeans established a reign
of terror in Suva. The Fizi Government have never displayed any
tact in such situations. They did not dismiss these Europeans from
their, duties of special Canatables against whom the Inspector
General of Constabulary beard authentic genuine complaints from
poaceful Indians. The Police themselves bhegan to act under the
instruction of half of the dozen Indian Christians and the “Methods
of Indian Police” (vide the pamphlet of Mr. Mackerness) began to
be taught. These Europeang ocommitted excesses, Prominent
Indians were waited for and threatened, abused, ill-treated, sssaulted
and others prosecuted. The women could not remain quiet under
these circumstances. They held meetings privately and the fatal one
was the last. near the house of llahi Ramkan, on whose advice a
Kuropean special constable walked roughly over the women sitting
and used provoking language which led to a quarrel and then lndians
who eould not bear the sight of their women being treated in a
cowardly manner rushed with the sticks of firewood from a kitohen
in the vicinity. The Police whistled for help and the Kuropean force
and the military arrived and Fijian policemen with rifles—a machine
gun also was set against these women. Instead of pouring oil on
troubled waters, some responsible persons are reported to have
foolishly circulated a rumour that there were warrants out to arrest
women,eincluding my wife, and strong rumours spread through the
length and breadth of Suva, Rewa and Navua that she had actually
been arrested as leader of women. Those who started such tactics,
whoether they be in the Constabulary service or outside, whether white
or brown, are themselves resonsible before God for subsequent riots
sud bloodshed which took place in several localities. I am openly told
by the Mayor of Suva, the Hon. H. M. Scott K, C. that I am at the
“ottom of the whole trouble. Bat I am not. [ was away weeks before
the strike atarted, the immediate cause of which was the order to do
work for 9 bours instead of 8 as before, and the contagion spread to
other centres. I was away at Tailevu when the riots were provoked.
After I came back I went to the Chief Police Station in Fiji on
appointment to interview women who were under arrest ; but 1 was
refused permission to see thom on that ocession and whilst 1 waited
I was kept out of Inspector Swinburn’s office, where confidential
matters were being reported or advised upon by the Indian Christi-
ans and their Pastor, who could have any man or women locked up,
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any man’s house and premises foroibly entered and searched, any
person on the street stopped, sleeping passengers or iomates in
boarding houses examined. A special constable—white man with
a blackened heart—used filthy language to me. I did not know
whether 1 should wait for the sarrival of the Inspector General. In
the meanwhile, 1nspector Swinburne appeared to be annoyed at my
persistence and clearly told me that 1 was hindering his work. I there-
fore accompanied him to go out, when at the gate the special cousta-
ble lifted the frame of my loft ear, another white man caught hold of
my right shoulder and in spite of Inspector Swinburne’s warning,
gave me a blow on the back of my bead which did not hurt me,
however. The Inspector General has how advised me to remain
practically a prisoner in my own house as he will not bave me inter-
fered with by the ruffidus. There are mauy others in my position in
this respeot. I must in fairness admire that he has given all the
protection he could against a man called Pateson and he has promised
me escort whenever 1 want to go out, But this same officer, either
of his own accord or under pressure, applied for and obtained a
speoial Legislation which puts in shade all Rowlatt Aects and other
repressive Legislations in India put together. You cannot leave your
locality without a permit to move about, not more than six persons
can meet at your residence, not more than four go with yon, you can
take no sticks with you. The returned soldiers and sailors move
about with rifles and bayonets and machine guns and any White man
or Fijian or hali-caste can do you anything. Moghul rule in Iudia
could not have been worse. Women are beaten and tortured to
confess and testify against my wife or me, and men and women are
exposed to season and melow their confession under the scbrching
rays of the sun, and are refused even water to drink and kept on
little or no food.

Men are dead or dying—a great many whose trace is lost-—a few
are lying uuatlended in the bush. Bayonets have passed throvgh the
entrails of some, and bullets through the bodies of others, This
German rule of the Whites masquerading uuder the British flag ean
not last much longor, Our cupis now full aud we earuestly belicve “the
Gods confound the inteligence of thuse whom they destroy”, which
though a translation irom some Greek source seems to be the same
as ‘‘Tulsidas.”

Indians want either to obtsin a living wages or provisions cheap
a8 before, or food and clothing etc. with nominal wages or piece
of land to oultivate, or to be shipped back to India, or to he shot
down or gaoled,”



The Fiji Deputation

The Colonisation Committee mentioned on p. 328 met the
Fiji Deputation consisting of the Rt. Rev. Turtehell, Bishop of
Polyuesia, and the hon. Mr. Rankine, C.M.G., on February 19th,
afternoon in the Secretariat, and in two hours finished the inquiry
into their scheme of free emigration to that Colony.

' An Outline of the Fiji Scheme

Their suggested scheme was a system of free and voluntary
State aided emigration, the object being the encouragement of the
settlement of Indians. The emigrant woyld ba free of any financial
liability connected with the costs of ,his introduetion in Fiji and
would in no way be restricted to service under any particular em-
ployer. A Protector of emigrauts would be appointed by local
Governments in India to exercise supreme control of emigration
in the Provinece. At the ports of departure, colonial camps would
be started which could La visited by Ludiaus of standing nominated
by the Proviucial Governments. The Colonial Government would
bear half the cost in the case of those wishing to return to India
if they had stayed in the Colony at least three years, three-fourth
of the cost if it was five years, and the whole cost if seven years.
Land, suitable for settlement, would be available for all who desire
it. The scheme also stated as follows :—Indians in Fiji already
enjoy the same facilities for primary education as are possessed by
other inhabitants of the Colony. Under tho Education Ordinance
of 1936 provision is made for grants in aid to any private or
vernacular school for Indians. Government sachools are being
wstablished at necessary centres of the settlement where assisted
schools do not exist. Since 1916, new schools have been opened every
year and the Board of Fducation aims at providing facilities for
avery child in the Colony, no mattar how remote the distriot may
be. Provision is also made under the Education Ordinance for
secondary schools as required. Indian colomists already acquired
the same municipal rights as any other inhabitants and under the
Constitution of the Colony two East Indian Members of the Legis-
lative Council of Fiji are slected by East Indian constituencies.

Quectioned by Mr. Banerjee, the Deputation replied that
thay were not at present prepsred to give guarautee like the British
Guisna Dsputation, (see p. 337) becaunse there were certain matters
like repatriation, equality of status, etc., in regard to which they
could not speak authoritatively. But they would communicate to

50
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the Government of Fiji as to whether they could give a guarantee
or ngt. At the same time, the Committee was assured that there
was perfect equality of all mankind in the eye of law in Fiji, but
admitted there was not the same franchise for all people. Fijians,
for instance, had no franchise at all. Their's was an old-fashioned
Crown Colony and was exactly in the same position as, or perhaps a
little more democratic than, Ceylon, or the Federated Malaya States.
The Legislative Council bad a majority of nominated Furopean
members who were always in favour of the Government. Fijians
also had been nominated to tha Council and in the coming general
election they could be elected. No Indian stood for municipal elec-
tion until now although he had the same privileges as a European.
No Racial Animosity.

Questioned by Sir Dinshaw Wacha, they said there was no differen-
tintion of treatment between Indians apd Europeans in traius, ete.

The Cummitiee subjected the deputation to questions about
cultivable lands, wages, housing, ote,, and were told that it was
very extraordinary that Indians were able to become capitalists in
a few months. The Deputationists promised to considor the question
for Indians until they were in a position to maintain themselves in
the Colony. The minimum wages was two shillings a day, which
came to about Rs. 2.8, one-third of which counld be easily saved.
Primary education was not compulsory at present, We must confess,
said they, that we have been very remiss in giving education to all
classes, but in 1916, a new Ordinance was passed which provides
for the establishment of both primary and secondary schools, A sum
of £8,100 had been set apart for the education of Indians. In the
last two years, 28 schools had been established, twelve of which were
under the direct control of the ludinn community. They ®anted
Indians wnot only to ecultivate lands, but also to work for wages.
The new comer would be granted land, but not money. Th8
climatic conditions were unsurpnssable on the face of the earth.
Thero was no small-pox, cholera or any such disease. In order to
remove the sex inequality, their object was to import families, but
at the same time there onght to be exceptional cases which should
necessurily be very few.

Mr. Sastri: If there is perfect political equality, the Colony
would get more and more into the hands of the Indians. Then, don’t
you think there would be a feeling among the European population
to try to get rid of these people !

A : There is no sign of racial animosity at present, and | see no
reason to anticipate it in the future.

Here ended the work of the Committee, and their final report
is given on p. 337,



India in the
International Labour Conference

Part 13 of the great Peace Treaty of 1919 deals with Labour
and gave birth, along with the League of Nations, to the International
Labour Bureau. The first International Labour Conference was
held at Washington U. 8. A,, in November 1919, and India being
an original member of the League of Nations also comes under the
Labour Conference. For the Proceedings of the Washington
Conference see P. 238, Part I of 1920 Register. The permanent
office of the Bureau is established at (Geneva, Switzerland. Tt has
primarily a two-fold function :—

1. It has to insure the drawing up, passing and enforcement
in all States of an internatignal labour legislation, which, subject
to differences of climate, habit and custom, should aim at being
uniform throughout the world.

By this means uunfair competition will be prevented and those
States which are anxious for progress will not be hampered by States
which exploit their workers,

2. The office is charged with the duty of making every
endeavour to better the condition of the working classes in all
countries by its studies, enquiries, and propaganda. It aims at
men being more free, better able to think for themselves, at making
men Bducated and happy. It has to contribute towards the creation
of that higher form of civilisation which alone can insure peace.

- The Washington Labour Conference adopted six draft conven-
tions and six recommeudations as fellows :—
Draft Convention.

1. The application of the prineiple of an cight hour day and forty-vight
hours week, (10 hours for India) 2. The question of preventing or providing
against unemployment. 3. The cployment of women before and aiter childe
birth, 4. The employment of women during the might. 5. The minimum age
of employment of c¢ldren in industry. 6. The mght work of young persons
employed 1o industry,

Recommendations.

1. Concerning public employment exchanges, 2. Concerning reciprooity
of treatment of foreign workers, 3, Concerming the prevention of anthrax.
4. Uopncerning the protection of women and children against lvad poisoning.
5. Uoncerning the cstablishment of Government Health Bervice. 6. Concerning
the application of the Berne Convention of 1906, on the prohibition «of the use
of white phosphorus in the manufacture of matches.
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The Geneva Assembly

* At one of the oclosing meetings of the Assembly of the League
of Nations at Geneva held in December 1920, consideration was
given to India’s claim to representation on the International Labour
Board as a matter of right, as Indiu is one of the eight States of chief
industrial importance. Sir William Meyer and Sir Ali lmam were
deputed by the Govt, of India to submi% s case to the Assembly,
and thus bring the issue to their attention.

Sir William Meyer's Account.

] found at the Assembly a cisposition to put India in the hist place when
it was & question of making her pay, bat when it comes to the distribution of
privileges, her very existence was ignored, and the smallest European countries
were given the prizes, That may sound cyuical, but it is the bare truth.

A speecial orgamsing committee was appointed, with refercnce to the first
Labuur Gonferonce at Washington, to select the eight States of chicf industrial
importunce which, as contemplated in article 393 of the Treaty of Versailles,
were of Tight to serve upon the Governing body of the International Labour
Bureau. This was berause the Ceunel of the League, with whom the decision
onght to bave Tested, hal not yet com- into being. The members of that
Committec consisted ol reprosemtatives of the United States, Great Britawn,
IFrance, Italy, Japau, Belgum, amd Switzerland  Seven of the might countries
selectedl were those to which these representatives belonged, The eighth was
(termany. The United Btates declined to serve awd the place earmarked for her
was assigned to Denmark.

“8ir (then Mr.) Lounis Kershaw, Mr. A, C. Chatterjee and Mr. N. M. Joshi,
who represented India at that Conference, were so indignant, that India with
huer many mullions of 1udustrial aud agricultural labourers—for 1t must be remem-
bered that agricultural labourers cowe within the scope of the Iuternational
Labour Office—had been jgnored m favour of such small European countrics as
Denmark, Belgium and Switzerland, that they refused to take part in the clection
of States to fill the four scats assigned to “Secondary States.”

“The result of the nominations made and of the election hald was fuat out
of 24 seats on the Labour Council, mcluding representatives of employers and
cmployed, 20 are appropriated by Kurope, wliie four are divided among the
other hve countries,

“The Labour Conference at Washington was struck with that anomaly, and
a resolution was carriedd om th 1 .otion wi & South Afmcan Delegate, condemming
the constitution of the governing body which, however, philosophically continacs
to hold office,

“The becretary of Btate for India tried to have the injustice done to India
removed by making representations to the Couneil of the League of Natioms,
which did not cxist at the tine of the Wasnhington Conference. But almost a
year passed before the matter came before at. ’ y

“Although the Covenant of the League of Nations had expressly proviced,
in the peuulumate paragraph of Aiticle 1V, that any menmet of the League not
represented on the Council sbould be invited to scnd A representative to sit as
& member at any meeting for the consideration of matters specially affecting the
mterests of that muembers, the Council did not aceord that privilege to India.
Noone who viuld speah with anthority for India was, therefore, prescut to
plead her cause, aud the (‘ouncil dismissed the Indian appeal on the following
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(1) The Governing Body was organised and in sctual operation before the
Council came into existence. -

“(2) The vomposition of the Governing Body was formally endorsed by the
delegates at Washington (this was not, in fact, correct).

“(3) Becognition of India’a claim would involve the replacement of some
country already on the Governing Body and, (it may be), & general reconstruction
of the list.

«(4) The principle npon which the Organising Committes's list was finally
approved have never been formulated, or communicated to the Council and the
Council profess their igoorance of the precise meaning to be attached to the
phrase, ‘industrial importance.’

“The Conncil added that they were fally coguisant of the importance of
India'as an industrial Power and that the prescnt governing body would only
hold office till 1922, during which perind the Council wonld have studied the
subject fully and be ready todeal with the matter of nomination toa fresh
Goveruing Body when the present one's term expired.

“The Becretary of State felt that the reply was ypasatisfnotory, that the claim
of India had been largely ‘burked’ on techuical conmiderations, and that it was
not fair to ask her to wait, seeing that it was jost in these early ycars that any
new departures might be taken and precedents created. Accordingly, be put
before the Assembly relevent papers and asked that the matter might be
considered,

“The Assembly referred the case to one of ite Grand Committees, on which
I sat, and I put forward the casc for India with all the cmphasis [ could
command. [ pointed out that it was net only her interests that were involved,
but those of non-European countries generally. The difficulties that the Couneil
had raised in respect of immediate action could be¢ overcome, e.g., by the present
Governing Body, discredited by the vote of Washington above referred to
resigning, The foll ywing extract will show 1n what way I summcrised India'’s
industrigl position :~

“Excluding peasant proprietors, there are nearly 28,003,000 agrcultural
workers in Jodia who come within the scope of the Internativnal Labour Offices,
Tudia has 141,000 maritime workevs, lascars, etc,, and n this rospect come
s:cond ouly to the United Kingdom she bas over 20,000,000 workers in
mulustries, including cottage industries (in which the ‘industrials’ of Japan afe
also largdly employed), mimmng, and transpori, Factories, mines and ralways
provide cmployment for nearly 2,000,600 persons. The mileage of her railways
bl excess of every other country except the United States. Her export of
manufactured goods in 1tsclf is very considerable, would be much-greater were it
uot for the huge fize of the country and resultant large home consumption. The
cxport test, of course, favours countries whose whole arca is rclatively small.”

#I layd stress ou the fact that while India was densed the. possion of & first
class Power on the Labour Body, she was given 1t without question when it
came to the contribution of the asecsment of expenses, whilst Belgium and
Switzerland were given third place and Denmark fourth.

] was sorry to find that my Bmtish colleague, the Rt, Hon. G. N. Barnes,
M. P., who took a l:ading part in the drafting of the constitution of the labour
orgauisation, tried to defend what had been done in Washington, The committee,
however, declined to consider the casc on its merits, arguing that under the
constitution of the League the matter was one for the Council snd not for the

e, Technically this was correct, and 1had to accept the decision ; but
I pointed ont that India had expected an adequale measure of sympathy which,
I regretted, had becn denied to her. When the Committee reported to the
Asgembly, 1 repeated my previons arguments that India conld not regard the
Governing Body feirly representing Labéur interests,”
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The £ 50,000 Contribution of India

As regards the way in which financial contributions are levied,
Sir William said that “it was according to the grouping system laid
down by the lnternational Postal Unisn,” ‘“T'hat system, which
classifies States into seven groups each representing many units of ex-
penditure, is good enough for the purpose for which it was devised ;
beoause the share of the expenditure in connection with the lnterna-
tional Postal Union, which {falls upon the various countries, is quite
small. But in a matter such as the contribution to the League, which
is already ocosting India £ 50,000 a year, the scale of allotment'needs
to be worked out much more carefully, and with reference to such
considerations as net revenue. At present the British Empire collec-
tively pays over one-fourth of the total expenses of the League ;
and ludia, Australia, and South Africa (as well as Canada) are
placed in the first class of contribulors along with Great Britain
and France.

“Kverybody admits that the present system is bad and that
Article V1. of the Covenant, which tied the League to the Postal
Union methods, was very unsatisiactory. ‘I'he Budget Committee
proposed to get the Postal Union to revise their system and to
obtain, if possible, a method which should be fair alike for the
Postal Union and the League.:: ... sse.e.oobut the Assembly rejected
this in favour of the Committee’s scheme’

The Indian Delegates at the Geneva Conference Dec. 1920

The following speech was delivered by Sw Wilham Meyer, High
Commussioner for India, before the meeting of the Council of the League :—

“] do uot propose to move any smendment or resolution on this subject,
but my Government wishcs the Assembly to be u possession of the grasons for
wineh India has felv and sull fecls aggrieved by her cexclusion from the aght
Powers ut chief industrial nnportauce coutcaplated m Artvicle 392 of tne Lreaty
of Versailics, A nole staling the grouud on which India clais thus pusition®uas
becn otrculated s Assewbly Document No. 220 and [ need ouly add o very fuw
remarks to the poiuts there set forth,

“The cight cluel ictustnal powers were to be sclected by the Couneil of
the League, but as that Council was not 1n eXistence at the time that the
Washingon Confurenee met towardas the cluse ot last year, the selection ot the
alght States of cluef iudustial mportaunce wus left to a speclal vigeusing
Committee which contamed representatives ol.the Umited States, Great Britain,
Krance, ltaly, Japan, Belgium, and Switzerlaud. It s a somewhat remarkable
cuincidence that the Commuttee proposed all the seven biates to which they
collectively belunged as gieat industrial Powers, The eighth selected was
Germany. Indis bas never been able to understand on what valid principles
some of the selections were made. For nstance, why was Switzerland, whose
population is about one hundredth part of that of India, preferred to ber?
Woer the United States of America decided uot to be 1or the present on the
Goverming Body ot the Labour Office, Denwark was put into ber place, &
selection which, with sll respect to Denmark, was still less intelligible to India,
it may be added than when it was & question of coniribution tuv the funds of
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the League, India's importance was at onoe recognised. She was put into the
first class of assessees while Belgium and Switzerland were relegated to the third
and Denmark to the fourth,

“Among the docnmegts which have already been furnished to the Assembly
are statistics which show India’s pre-eminent claim, and I would merely mention
here a few salient figures illustrating her indunstrial importance.

[Here Sir William gave the figures mentioned above on p. 897]

“The Council of the League, having now come into definite existenoce, India
lodged a protest with it, the resnlt of which is set forth in the Council’s Report
of August 5th 1920, The Council expressed itself fully conscious (to use its
own words) of the magnitude of India’s industrial output, the large number of
her population engaged in industrial pureuits, the international importance of
her overscas trade and other circumstances which might be urged in favour of
her claim to be one of the cight States of chief industrial importance. The
Council considered itself, however, precluded from taking any immediate action
in support of India’s claims, for reasons set forth in its Report of August Eth
last above referved to, I will not discuss these in detail now, but will merely
say that they seem to India to savout too much of technical pleading, as for
mstance, that the Council was not in existence when the Governing Dody was
organised ; that the composition of the Governing Body was endorsed by the
(“onference at Washington—TI have already indiented that the conference passed
what may be called a vote of censure on the composition of the Governing Body—
that recognition of India’s claim would involve the climination of some other
state ; that the Council did not know the prineiples on which the Organising
Committer had acted, and found some difficulty as to the exact meaning of
the words ‘dndustrial importance.” Surely it is not more difficult to come to
@ conclusion a8 to what are the most important Industrial Powers of the world
than to specify what are the Great Powers with reference to other matters.

“The Council, therefore, held that the existing Governing Body should sit
an till 1922, and in the meantime proposed to investigate the methods of coming
0 adeeision on the “Industrial importance” question and directed the Secretary
General to take this matter up with the International Labour Office,

“Tt may he urged that, after all, consideration of India’s claim was only
delayed fgr two years more, but it ie just those carly years that are of importance,
having regard to the fact that principles will be evolved and precedents
created and that a great oriental coantry with its special labour conditions
dv-verves special or usideration.

“One more point I may mention, having regarnd to the penunltimate para-
graph of Article 4 of the Covenant, which states that any member of the
League not represented on the Couneil should be invited to send a representative
to sit a8 & member at any meeting for the consideration of matters speeially
affecting the Yinterest of that member. It seems to me that India ought to have
been asked to send a special representative to the Couneil meeting which
resulted in the Report of August b,

“I quite rcalise that although the decision arrived at has been a bitter
disappointment to India and t» her intellectual and industrial classes,” who are
apt to look suspiciously on procedure which in their view subordinates the
interests of Asia to Europe, committee No, 2 were technically juetified in holding
that the Assembly was not in & position to override the Council’s decision. We
bad not, in fact, asked for this. What we did lLope was that a sympathetic
reception of our representations might nevertheless lead to some solution which
would have been weleomed by us,  For instance, the resignation of the Governlng
Body, on the ground that it had been selected, if 1 may say 6o, in & somewhat
irregular way, and its replacement at the Conference of 1921 by a body which
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would be more regularly constituted under the Council’s decision as to what th®
eight industrial Powers are, would have effccted 8 satisfactory solution,

It was for these rcasons that my Government desired that the matter should
be ventilated before the Assembly, and the fact that thg claim was included in
the Assembly’s Agenda seemcd to us to show that 1t was regarded as “Prima
facie” suitable for discussion. WBut, as [ have said, though disappointed with
the decision of Committe: No. 2, we must for the moment endureit, We can
only wish that the Governing body were constituted in a manner which would
render it more capable of giving fall consideration not merely to Indin's intercsts
but generally to those of countries outside Europe.”

Sir Saivad Ali Imam said :—“Tke hour 18 late, and I should be guilty of
trespassing on the atteution of the Assembly if 1 were to say one word more than
is necessary.  “The case has been so admirably put before the Assembly by my
collengue Sir William Meyer that it is not necessary for me to point out the
importance of India from the point of view of labour. With regard to a country
where we have got over 10,000,000 people employed m labour, if a voiee 18
raised for representation on the Goverming Body of the International Labour
Burcan, I snppose, that there is some justification for it Dut there is one point
in connection with this, that T would like to mention, and that 18 this, 1 heard
it said, and [ think that there ie a certain amount of impression abroad, that
because India is within the British Kmpire, therefore her membership of that
Empire is suficicnt for the protection of her interests, I would like to mention
in this Assembly, that so far as fiscal, cconomic and labour conditions are
eoncerned, there is not always neoessanly ulentity between her interests and
the interesta of the rest of the Brtish Kmpire, Therefore, there is an additional
reason why India should be given a certamn amount of recogmition, I know
that the Assembly cannot decide this guestion : perhups the Assembly cannot
deal with this question, but when a8 veiee is 1ased here, that voiee i heard 1n
quarters where the appeal can be answered,  Therefore, T entirely support the
views which have been put forward by my colleagacs Sir William Meyer *

The Net Result of the Conference.

The Indian delegates did not move any resolution on the
subject of Indis having a seat on the International Labour Board,
The Assembly of the Lesgne could not over-ride the dacisigjl of the
Council. The Couneil in their decision, given on Sth August, 1920,
at San Sebastion, practically admitted India’s right to rank amgqng
the first eight nation of ‘“‘industrial importance,” though they were
careful to add that they were aware of no authoritative inter-
pretation of the meaning of the phbrase. They declined to allow
India’s claim on the ground that they could not question the right
and asutbority of the Organising Committee which, as the Council
were not in existence at the time, selected the eight {avoured
countries, and also that the Washington Labour Conference 1919
hud endorsed the list. Tho Council could easily have secured, under
Article 4 of the Covenant, an Indian delegate to give expert
evidence, hut instead decided that India should wait for its chanee
till 1922, when the Governing Body will be reconstituted. The
result is that India will be unrepresented on the Board during the
year of its existence when, as eaid Sir William, the most impor-
tant decisions of first principles will be taken |



The Brussels Conference

The foiiowing letter was addressed by the Finance Secy,
Gowt. of India to all chambers of Commerce for information.

1. I am directed to enclose, for the information of your
Committee, copies of the Report of the Delegates for Indis to the
recent International Financial Conference held at Brussels.

2. It is understood that the resolutions accepted by the
Conference will shortly be considered by the Lecague of Natione,
and meanwhile the Government of India will be glad to receive
any observations which your Committee may desire to olfer with
regard to them. It will be ohserved, however, that most of the
rasolutions merely register the unanimous adherence of the Con-
ference to certain canons of sound public finance, and set forth
certain generally-accepted principles, in the light of which India
may justly claim that her public finace has been consistently
administered.

3. Apart from the recommendations of gencral application,
this country is specially interested in those relating to international
eredits, and I am particularly to invite the attention of your
Committee to the scheme refered to in paragraph 8 of Appendix
A, Enclosure 1V and set forth as Annex A thereto. . The Govern-
ment of India are disposed cordially to welcome any endeavour
to work out a scheme of intcrnational credits, the importance of
which to India’s export trade need not be emphasised. They
think, however, that itis essential that for any such scheme to be
of practical value, so far as India is concerned, the bonds in question
must be fully negotiable, and for this reason your Committee will
probably agree with them that the amplifications suggested by
Rir Marshall Reid, as printed in Appendix I, are an improvement.

4, The present depression in the export trade is no doubt
partly due, in the case of some exports, to the existence of large
unnuged stock in foreign countries, but, in the case of other exports,
it is probably due to the lack of credit facilities, It is as regards
the latter class of exports that a scheme such as that put forward
at ‘the Brussel's. Conference may be of value. I am accordingly
to invite the opinion of your Committea, firstly, as to how far any
sinh soheme iz likely to assist various export interests represented
in your Chamber, and sécondly, whether your Committee have

b1
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any criticisms or ‘suggestions to make regarding the practical dotills
of the scheme adumbrated by Sir Marshall Reid in Appendix H.
In the ovent of ascheme on such lines proving practicable: and
finding general acceptance among ‘the nations-representsd at the
conference, the QGovernment of Indid' will then oonsider the
ynostion of parteipatling thercon to the extent of accepting res-
ponsibility for some definite share of the international gunrantes.

5. Tho Governmentol Indiz have expressed to the Secretary
of State their appreciation of the able way in which India was
represented in Brussels by her delegates, Mr. H. F. Howard, Sir
Marshall Reid and Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy.

The Report
of the Indian Delegates

The Intetnational Conference was convened by the League
of Nations ** with a view to studying the financial crisis and looking
for the means of remedying it and of mitigating the dangerous
consequeness arising from it.,” The original intention was that the
Conference should be held about the end of May 1920, but it was,
for various reasons postponed, aund it finally nssemhled at Brussels
towards the end of September, under the presidency of Mr. Gushtav
Ador, ex-President of the Swiss Republic. In all no less then 39
States were represonted, and the Conference held 17 sittings
commencing on tho 24th September and concluding on the &th
October. Inthe invitations issued to the members of thg Loagua
of Nations the Council of the League requested that each Govern-
ment should send not more than three delegatos conversant with
public finance and bavking as well as with general economic ques-
tions. The delegates appointed to 1epresent India wore :—

Mr. H. F. Howsard, late Secretary to the Government of
India (Finance Department), and at peresent Controller of Fingnee,
India Office. .

Sir Marshall Frederiok Reid, late Member of the Counecil
of the Secretary of State for India, and previonsly Chairman
of the Bombay Chamber of Commaerce. ; L

Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy, a prominent Member of the Bon-
bay, Business Community, late President of the Bauk of Bombay; and
for sovoral years o Member of the Viceroy's Legislative Courecil - -

5. The Conference was opened by .an mddress by the Proa-
dent, Mr. Ador. Copies of this, as also of the general s
of the Conference, have beou submitted as the Conference proges.
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ded, "and the conclusions errived at by the Conference are
embodied in its report (Appeadix A). It will, therefore, be sufficient’
in the presemt report to give a brief outline of the proceedings,.
merely reférring to matters of special interest from the point of
view of Indin. The address by the President was followed by the
presentation of written statements from each country setting out
its genoral financial situation, including ite budget situation,
internal and external debt, currency, exchange, foreign trade,
import and export restrictions, exchange comtrol ete., and the
present policy of each Government on these questions, These stato-
ments wera introdueed by each delegation in a brief speech, Many
of thess statements were of much interast, and the bulk of the
delegations were at pains to show the efforts which their countrios
were making to arrange their finances, ete., on sound lines.

3. While fully realising the difficulty of many of tho problums
with which India has to decal at the present time as the aftermath of
war, the Indian delegation could not fail to be impressed with her
great inherent financial and cconomic strength, if her position be
compared with that of the bulk of tho participants in the Conference.
To quote from the opening sentence of the Conforence resolutions :
“Thirty-nine nations have in turn placed before the intornational
Financial Conference a statement of their flnancial position. The
examination of those statements brings out the exirome gravity
of the general situation of public finance throughout the world, and
particularly in Euarops- Their import may be summed up inthe
statement that three out of the countries represented at this Confer-
ence, and -11 out of 12 of the European countries, anticipate u
budgef; deficit in the current year. Apart, too, from the fact that
India has emerged from tho war with her resources relatively unim-
naired, shs stands in a special position at the present time and
possesses special opporbunities, in as much as she has a surplus of
important commodities to dispose of, whereas many countries are
suffering from a deficiency of foodstutls and raw materials and from a
depreciation of their currancies which make it imposible to carry on
the normal process of production or even to set its machinery once
again in motion.

4. The written statement (Appondix B) of the delegates for
India, while briefly reviewing her financial situation, brought out the
fact that sha iz able to export considerable supplies of various
commodities as regards which the Government of India had furnished
information, and Mr. Howard in his speech (Appendix C) empha-
sised that she is anxious to so assist the world's rcconstruotion by
doing so, provided that satisfactory financial arrangements can

e .
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5, - Apart from the above review of the finaueial and ‘economie
situation of the various couptries, the main business'of the Confe-
rence consisted in a discussion of financial policy. The field was
subdivided into the four following subjeots, & separate debate on each
subject being opened by the Vice-President whose name is noted
against it :—

(1) Public Finance—Hon. R. Brand, England.

(2) Currency and exchange—Dr. Vissering, Holland.

(3) International Trade—M. de Woutersd’ Oplinter, Belgium,

(4) International Credits—M. Celier, France. :

6. In opening the first debate Mr. Brand gave a striking
address setting out the correct principles which should govern the
conduct of public finance, Mr. Howard had submitted his name to
speak on this debate, as the acceptance of the principle set out by
Mr. Brand appeared to be of fundamental importance from the
point of view of the re-establishment of international eredit, in
which India 1s vitally interested ; but as these principles were not
questioned in any quarter, he considered it sufficient to confine
himeelf to a few remarks (Appendix ID)) noting the universal accep-
tance with which these principles had met,

7. In the debate on currency and exchange the delegates were
in full accord with the views stated by Lord Cullen, representative of
Great Britain and considered it unnecessary to intervene. A paper
read by Mr. Strakosch, delegate for South Africa, with regard to the
future of gold, possesses special interest for India (Appeudix E).

R, In the debate on international trade the question of tariffs
was touched, and it seemed possible {hat this might be made an
important issue. Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy accordingly intervened
in tho debate to emphasise that while India was anxious to co-perate
in the world's reconstruction, thore was a strong body of public
opinion in India which favoured a policy of protection: for her indus-
tries, and he urged that the question of tariffs should be excluded
from discuesion as not relevant to the matters actually at issue. A
copy of this remark is appended (Appendix F).

9. Special interest centered in the debate on international
credits, since this afforded an opportunity for constructive mea-
sures. . The Conferene had before them numerous schemes varying
widaly in scope aud apparent practicability. That of M. Delacroix,
Prime Minister of Belgium, had perhaps attracted most attention,
and formed a starting poiut for discussion. It was, however, geno-
rally felt that his proposals were on too ambitious a scale, and the
Indian delegates think they are correct in stating that Sir Marshall
Reid (vide copy of his speech at sppendix G) focussed the gemoral
souse of ‘the Couferenuce in urging thut what was required for the
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puarposes of reconstruction was not the setting up of entirely new,
expensgive and untried machinery, but.an attewpt to repair and
lubricate the machinery which was already exiating though it had in
large measure fallen into disuse. This point of view was further
developed by Mr. C. E. ter Meulen (Holland), and & scheme out-
lined by him formed the basis of discussion later,

10. After the formal debates in plenary session, the separate
heads of discussion were referred to general Committees for the pur-
pose of preparing draft resolutions for the adoption of the Conference.
Obp these Committees each country was allowed one representative,
India’s representation being as follows :—

(1) Public Finance ...Mr, Howard.

(2) Currency and Exchange---Sir Marshall Reid.

(3) International Trade ...Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy.

(4) International Credit +»Sir Marshall Reid

Each Committee in turn selected from its mombers a smsll
“drafting” committee, which was entrusted with the active prepara-
tion of the drafts for consideration of the main committees, Sir
Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy and Sir Marsball Reid were selected to serve
on the drafling Committees in the case of Iuternational Trade and
International Credit respectively. The draft resolutions so prepared
were after approved by fhe main Committeos, presented to the Con-
ference and passed without a dissentient vote.

11. The resolutions of the Conference (of which copies will be
found as Enclosures I, II, 111, and IV of appendix A) have already
been published. The delegation found thewsclyve- ahle to subseribo
to these without reservation, and it is only to the reeolntions with
regard fo Iuternational Credit that they desire to make any further
reference. The operative part of this group of resolutions is contain-
ed in paragraphs 8 and 9 of Appendix A, Enclosure 1V, Tho scheme
referred to in paragraph 8 as Annex A had the support of a number
of delegates of a great internal experience, who expressed confidence
in its practicability. D’aragraph 9 of the same group of resolutions
refers to a scheme put forward Ly Sir Marshall Reid (a copy is
attached as Appendix H). This proposal was made by Sir Marshall
Reid in the light of commercial experience, and he explained that he
could not in any way commit his Government. The Indian delegates
wish to say, however, that Sir Marshall Reid’s proposal was elabora-
ted with full coneurrenceiof his colleagaes, who considered that its
adoption would materially conduce to more normal conditious in the
consuming markets, with corresponding advantages to the producers
of raw materials. They suggest, therefore, that an early expression
of the views of the Government of India in this matter should be
¢btained, For, while some delay is inevitable before a definite con-
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clusion van be arrived at on the practical recommendations of the
Conferente, serious consideration of these recommendations will
begin at an early date; and the various countries sfected will then
be expected to define their attitude at short notice.

12. Apart from the four Committees mentioned above, a further
important Committes was appointed *‘ to consider the principles on
which the expenses of the League of Nations should be distributed
among its members and to make recommendations for a new basis
of apportionment.” Mr. Howard was a member of this Committee
and of its drafting Committee. The report of the Committee was
not published, M. Ador the President, informing the Conference
that this would be forwarded to the Council of the League of
Nations.

13, In conclusion, the Indian delegation wish to say that it
has heen o great privilege to them to take part in this historic and
and instructive Conference. The general atmosphere of courtesy
and goodwill, aud the desire to find common ground where points of
viow wero necessarily divergent, were very remarkable. Tho dele-
gates also desire to acknowlenge the great hospitality which was
extended to the delegations by the Government and people of
Belgium,

(Sd.) H, ¥, Howann,
s Mansnann Rer,
,  Fazvnsnoy CURRIMBHOY.

The Indian Scheme.

The following is Sir Marshall Reid's Scheme referred to above :

1n accordance with Annexe A there will be created :— ©

(a) The undertaking of the buyer to fulfil his contract.

(b) The assurance of the buying country that he is probably
sapable of doing so.

(e) The confirmation of the assurance Ly tho Central Commis
BiOR.

(d) The Lond of the buying country to bo handed over to the

seller as collateral.

While supporting the schewe of M. ter Menlen (Annexe A),
the Indian Delegation are of opinion that it will serve only alimited
purpose, and that it will be of little practical value to countries
which are remote from Europe, but which produce so much of the
raw materials essential for reconstruction. They are of opinion
that the bonds created under Annexe A will uot be aceceptable as
collateral except at & considerable discount by the banks abroad to
which they look to finance their shipments. The large proportion
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of risk which will thus pemain with the ssller will seriously affact
the usefulnesa of the scheme.

The sim of the present proposal is to ereate a bond which
will be of value in international markets, and will be readily acoep-
ted by banks as collateral at approXimately its face value, in fact
will be practically equivalent to confirmed letter of eredit.

The following are the outlines of the scheme :—

(1) The bond created under Anncxe A {paragraph (d) above]
be delivered to the Central Commission instead of heing handed
over to the seller. The Central Commission would retain it as
collateral and issue in its place a “ Contral Commission Bond,”
which would De secured under a limited joint guarantee of the
countries or bodies participating in the scheme.

(2) The Guarautee Fund would cousist of an unlimited num-
ber of shares of such value as may be considered convenient, Subs-
cribers would be entitled to an allotment of Contral *‘ Commission
Bonds ' which would bear the same proportion to the total per-
missible issue of bonds as their share contribution would bear to the
total amount subscribed. Thus if the ratio of 10 to 1, as suggested
in paragraph 4, were adopted each subscrilier of, say, 10,0001 would
be entitled to an allotment up to 1000,001, in bonds,

(3) Seecing that Central Commission Bonds would have the
full benefit of the security of Annexe A Bouds, it may be fairly
assumed that the calls on the guarantee would at the worst amount
to a very small proportion of the trancactions cairied through under
the collateral of the bonds.

(4) It is therefore suggosted that the volume of transictions
curreny at one time under the system might quite safely amount
to ten timoes the amount of the gurantee. Thus if shares were
spbseribed to the amount of say, 101, millious gold, transactions
up to 1001, millions gold be guaranteed.

(5) Subscribers would not he required to pay for their shares
in oash, but would furnish such securities as the Central Commission
required ; tho risk of each subscriher would be definitely limited
to the amount of shares subscribed.

(6) Central Commission Bonds would be available for nse only
in connection with transactions between countries or bodies who
were subscribers, :

(7) The Central Commission Bonds for transsctions between
twe sabscribere might be furnished either from the allciment of
the buying or selling subseriber, This provide the buying parties
with honds in ecxcess of their allotments, provided always that they
were able to furnish Annexe A Bonds for the full amount,

(8) Ou the completion of the transaotion, the bonds would be
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retirned to the Contral Commission who would cance! them md
return the relative Annexe A Bonds to the buying country.

“{9) The maturity of the bonds would be the same ag in the
oase of the Annexe A Bonds.

(10) The Central Commission would publish periodical state
ments showing such important particulars as total bonds current
and totals of each buymg and selling country—also total of Annexe
A Bouds of each country in its keeping.

(11) A commission would be charged on all ““Central Commiseion
Bonds” to cover expenses and to compensate guarantors.

(12) It might be that some countries might not find themsel-
ves in a position, for one reason or another, to participate as a nation
in a scheme of this sort, but it would be quite open to a trade or
section, e.g., the cotton growers of America, to join in the guarantee,
and to get the full pro rata benefit of it.

{13) Bonds under Annexe A scheme would only be issued to
buying countries for limited quantities of specific commodities and
Central Commission Bonds would ouly be issued for the same commo-
dities, but it would be open to selling subscriber independently to
restrict the purposes for which their hords should be utilised.

(14) I the Central Commission had at any time reaszon to
fear that heavy calls were likely to be made in the near future,
they might have to consider the expediency of restricting or dis-
continuing the issue of further bouds until the situation cleared
and it became evident that the amount of the Guarantee Fund
was ample to cover the risks in outstanding transactions.

NoTe—M, Celier, Vice-President, has kindly promised to sub-
mit these proposals to the League of Nations for the consid-ration
of the Committes which will deal with the Conference resolutions
on International Credits, particularly paragraphs 8 and 9.

The Meulen Scheme.

Regarding Iuternational Credits, the Brussel Conferrence make
the following recommendations:—

8. An international organisation should be formed and placed
at the disposal of States desiring to have resort to credit for the
purpose of paying for their essential imports. These States would
then notify the assets which they are prepared to pledge as security
for the sake of obtaining credit, and would come to an understanding
with the international organisation as to the conditions under which
these assets would 1'e administered.

The bonds issued against this guarantee would be used as cella-
teral for credit intended to cover the cost of commodities.

A plan based upon these principles is developed in Annex, A.
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It has been devised to enable States to facilitats the obtaining
of commercial credits by their nationals. It is easy to see that the
soheme is susceptible of development in various directions and that
some of its provisions might be adapted so as to facilitate the oxten-
sion of credit direct to public corporations.

A committee of financiers and business men should be nomi.
nated forthwith by the Council of the I.eague of Nations for the
purpose of defining the measures necessary to give practical effect to
this proposal.

9. 1t bas been represented to the Conference that more com-
plete results might be achieved if the bonds used as collateral were
to carry some international guarantee, -

The Confercuce sees no ohjection to the further consideration
of this proposal. The committee referred to in paragraph 8 above
might usefully consider the econditions under which it could be
applied.

The Meulen Scheme

Annexe A.—lnternational Credit

1. [In order that impoverished nations, which under present
circumstances are unable to obtain accomodation on reasonable
terms in the open market, may be able to command the confidence
necessary to attract funds for the financing of their essential im-
ports and International Commission shall be constituted under the
auspices of the League of Nations.

2. The Commission shall consist of bankere and businessmen
of International repute, appointed by the Council of the League of
Nations®

3. The Commission shall have the power to appoint Sub-Com-
missions, and to devolve upon them the exercise of its authority in
participating countries or in groups of participating countries.

4. The Governments of countries desiring to participate shall
notify to the Commission what specific assets they are preparod to
assign as security for commercial credit to be granted by the
nationals of exporting countries.

5. The Commission, after examination of these assets, shall, of
its own guthority, determine the gold wvalue of the credits which it
would approve against the security of these assets,

6. The participating Government shall then be authorised to
prepars bonds to the gold value approved by the Commission each
in one specific currency to be determined on the issue of the bond.

7. The date of maturity and the rate of interest to be borne
by these bonds shall be determined by the participating Government
in agreement with Commission,

52
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8. The service of these bonds shall be secured out of the
reveaue of the assigned asseta.

. 9. The assigned assets shall in the first instanoe be adminis-
tered by the participating Governmeut, or by the International
Commission as that Commission may in each case determine.

10. The Commission shall at any time have the right of making
direct representations to the Council of the League of Nations as to
the desirability of transferring the administration of the assigned
assets either from the Commission to the participating Government
or from the participating Government to the Commission.

11. The decision of the Council of the League of Nations on this
question shall be binding,

12, Aiter the preparation of these bonds the participating Gov-
ernment shall have the right to loan the bond to its own nationals,
ior use by them as eollateral security for importations.

13. The bouds shall be made out in such currencies and in such

denominations as are applicable to the particular transaction in
respect of which they are issued.

14. The participating Government shall be free to take, or not
to take, security for the loan of these bonds from the nationals to
whom they are lent.

156. The maturity and the rate of interest of the loan of the
bonds shall be fixed by agreement between the participating Govern-
ment and the borrower of the bonds; they need not be the same as
the maturity and the rate of interest of the bonde themselves.

16. When making application to his Government for a loan
of these bonds, the importer must furnish proof that he has
previously obtained from the International Commission %xpress
permission to enter into the transaction for which the bonds are to
be given as collateral.

17.  Each bond, before it is handed over by the participating
(Government to the importer, shall be countersigned by the Commi-
ssion in proof of registration,

18, Having obtained the consent of the Commission, antd
received from them the countersigned bonds, the importer will
pledge these bonds to the exporter in a foreign oountry for the
period of the transaction, g .

19, The exporter will return to him on their due date.the
coupons of the pledged bonds, and the bonds themselves on the
completion of the transaction.

20. On receipt of the coupons and the bomds respestively,
the importer will return them $o his Government =

21. Bonds returned to the participating éaummont shall be
cancelled, and may subsequently be replaced by other bopds,
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#ither in' the same or in a different curreney, up to an equivalent
amount,

. 2%~ -The exporter, or if he has pledged the bonds, the insti-
tution with which he has repledged them, aoting on his behalf,
would be free, in the event of the importer not fulfilling the terms
of his contract, to hold until maturity the bonds given as collateral
by the importer, or to sell them in accordance with the custom in
his country in the case of default.

23. In the second alternative an option of repurchasing the
bonds direet must first be given for a short period to the Govern-
ment which jssued them,

.24, U asale is resorted to and results in a surplus beyond
what is necessary to cover the claims of the exporter upon the
importer, the exporter shall be beld accountable for that surplus
to the Government which issues the bonds.

25. The revenues from the assigned assets shall be applied
as follows to the service of the bonds.

26. Out of these revenues the Commission or the participating
Government, as the case may be, shall purchase foreign currencies
sufficient to meet at their due date the coupons on all bonds at
any time outstanding in the different foreign currencies.

27. In addition, they shall establish abroad in the appropriate
currencies a sinking fund calculated to redeem at maturity 10
percent of the bouds outstanding in each of the different countries.

28. Fuarther, in addition to the amounts provided for payment
of coupons-and for the endowment of the sinking fund, they shall
establish out of the assigned revenues a special reserve in one or
more f8reign currencies for the redemption of bonds sold in accor-
dance with paragraph 22.

= 29, The amount to be set aside for the special reserve shall
in each case be determined by the Commission.

30. Any surplus remaining at the end of cach year after the
provision of these services shall be at the free disposal of the
participating Government. )

31, A participating Government shall havg the right to offer
its own bonds as collateral for credits obtained for the purpose of
importations on Government account. The previous assent of the
Commission will in these cases also be required for the particular
importations desired by the participating Government.

32. If s participating Government, which has been in control
of its sasigned revenues should fail to fulfil ite obligations, the ex-
porter concerned will notify the Commission and the Commission’
will apply to the Council of the Léague of Nations for the transfer
of the management of the assigned revonues_to the Commission,
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33, The consent of the Commission is neceseary whenever
bonds secured on the assigned assets are given as collateral, and
shall, as a rule, be nccorded only for the import of raw materials
and primary nevcessities. .

34, The Commission may, bowever, at its discretion, sanction
in advance the importation of specified quantities of such goods.

35. Even in the case of imports under such a general sanction,
a notification of the particular translation must be registered with
the Commission.

36. The assent of the Commission must also be obtained in
every case to the term of the eredit which it is proposed to open.



The Murray Report

The following is the report of Mr. A. R. Murray, C. B. E.
representative of the employers of factory labour in India at the
Washington International Labour Conference, 1920 :—

At a meeting of the lndian Jute Mills Association held in
Calcutta on 5th September, I had an opportunity of ascertaining
generally the views of the members of that Association regarding,
the hours of work and conditions of factory labour in the Bengal
jute mills. On the morning of 15th September, too, [ attended an
informal meeting of the Committee of the Mill Owners’ Association
at Bombay aud had a short discussion regarding the hours and condi-
tion of factory labour in the Bombay cotton mills, Apart from
these two meetings | had no opportunity of formally ascertaining the
views of employers of labour in Indin. It was not until I was
sailing from Bombay on the 15th September that I received copies
of the Organizing Committee’s letter and questionnaire and relative
papers. On my arrival in London on 6th October, I reoceived at
the India Office copies of the threo reports prepared by the Organis-
ing Committee for the International Labour Conference, which had
been published in August, These reports analysed and summarised
the materials coutained in the replios to the questionnaire received
from different Governments, and in them the Committee presented,
as & result of their examination of the materials, certain coneclusions
and rgcommendations in the shape of draft conuventions as a basis
tor the discussion by the Conierence of the soveral subjects on the
Agenda. The first three reports deal respectively with—(1) The
oight hours day or 45 hours week, (2) Unemployment, (3) The
employment of women aind children, aund the Berne Conventions
of 1906 : but they contain nothing about India or Japan except
provisional suggestion of the Organizing Committes that these and
similar couutries might be able to accept certain alternatives to
the convontions drafted for the other countries of the world. These
notifications will be deall with later and 1 merely refer to them
at this stage to show that the Organizing Committee felt themselves
justified in making suggestions to meet India’s special circumstances
without having before them materials on which to form opinions of
any value.

Before 1 left India, the Government of India had drawn the
attention of the local Governments to certain paragraphs in. the
ludiau Industrial Commission’s Report and had invited the opinion
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of the local (Governments whether, taking into account the preseut
position of Indian mills and mill operatives, they think that the
hours of labour should be shortened, and if so, to what extent, for
what classes of labour and by what stages, if any, and also whether
there ars other points in the existing factory law requiring amend-
ment. On recaipt of replies the Government of India were to
oonsider what further actions should be taken ; whether, for instance,
it would be necessary to ‘appoint a Committee of Enquiry, or
whether the opinions received would warrant the framing of legis
lation, either with or without further discussion with local Govern-
ments. When I sailed, the Government of India could not have
received replies, from all local Governments, to their request for ex-
pressions of opinion as to shortening the hours of labour ; far in less
have had time to consider carefully such an important question in all
its bearings as affecting Indian labourand Indian'industries. I was,
therefore, surprised to learn, in the course of informal discussions with
the Indian Government delegates when crossing the Atlantic, that they
were prepared to agree, on behalf of the Government of India, to the
prinoiple of a sixty hours week. On the face of the Government of
India’s replies to the questionnaire and relative explanatory Memo-
randum on Indian labour conditions, there is nothing to indicate why
the Government of India should commit themselves to a precise
reduction of working hours. In discussions with the Indian Govern-
ment and Workers’ Delegates, I urged that the enquiries instituted
by the Government of lndia should be completed, and all the facts
taken into consideration before agreeing to any particular amend-
ment of the existing Factory Act. This seemed to me the correct
attitude for the Indian Delegation to take up at the Conferenoc, but
unfortunately 1 was unable to carry my fellow delegates with me on
this point, and we, therefore, arrived at Washington on 27th Octobex
1919, holding divided opinions on what the Organizing Committee
described as the most important subject on the agendsa for the con-
sideration of the Conference.

The recommendations of the Committes as regards India are
incorporated in Article 10 of the Drait Counvention adopted by the
Conference which reads as follows :—

In British India the principle of a sixty houre week shall be
adopted for all workers iu the industries at present covered by the
factory acts administered by the Government of India, in mines
and in such branches of railway work as shall be specified fur this
purpose by the competent authority. Any mc.i uoation of this
limitation made by the compatent authority shall be subject to the
provizions of Articles 6 and 7 of this Convention. In other respests
the provisions of this Convention shall not apply to lndis, but
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further provisions limiting. the hours of work s India shall b
considered at b future mesting of the General Confersnce,

Under the existing Indian factory laws, adult males may work
twelve hours per day in Indian textile industries, women. 11 hours,
and children (between the ages of 9 and 14) 6 hours. If the draft
Convention is ratified by the Indian Legislature, the effect of the
foregoing article will be to limit the hours of work in Indian indus-
tries to B0 per week for both men and women. It will be obsarved
that Article 10 applies to mines as well as other industries. The
limitation of hours of work of adunlts in mines will, if adopted,
form a new departure in Indian mining legislation and this question
will require careful consideration by those interested., Indeed, the
Committee recommended that the Governmeut of India should be -
asked to consider the poswibility of limiting the hours of underground
work in mines to 54 in the week. They also recommended that
the Government of India should be asked to consider the possibility
of adopting modified definition of “‘Factory,” which would reduce
the number of workers required to bring n factory under the scope
of the Act., Under the existing Indian factory laws, this number
is fixed at 50 although in cortain cases, it ay be, and has been,
reduced to 20.

Mr, Joshi, the Worker's Delegate from India, gave notice of
a motion to add to the proposed Convention concerning India.— .

1. The word “I'mctory” in the Convention to be applied to
India should mean, “‘any industry worked with steam, water or
any other mechanical power or electrical power and employing not
less than ten persons.” .

(# The hours of work for women employed in factories shall
not exceed b4 a week.

(3) Children under 14 shall not be employed for more than 30
hours a week.

These particular proposals had all been fully discussed in the
Committee and were brought up in the Central Conference by Mr.
Joshi in the hope that he might bo successful in getting them adopted
there. On the second last day of the Conference, however, Mr.
Joshi withdrew his proposed Amendment in order to save time,-and
contented himself by putting in a written statement which appears
in the Provisional Record of the 20th day of the Conference. He
closes- that statement by saying that he postpones consideration of
the question mentioned in his amendment to the next year's
moeting of the Conference in the strong hope that they will then
receive very sympathetic consideration. The Committes’s Report
regarding India and the other countries, exeept Japau, wae adopted
by the Conference by a vote of 67 to 1, the dissenting vote being
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that of the Worker's Delegate from Belgium, Mr. Martens, who is
one of the Vioe-Presidents of the International Federation of
Trade Unions.

In addition to the Draft Convention limiting the hours of work
in industrial undertakings to eight in the day and fourty-eight in
the week, two resolutions were passed by the Main Committee on
the Hours of Work, One had reference to work of re-construction
in devastated areas which, it was agreed, justified special considera-
tion. The other was in the following terms:

The provisions of this Convention shall not interfere with any
better conditions already in operation, or agreed upon, for all or
part of the workers of any country ; neither shall they interfere with

-any negotiations now proceeding in which the workers are asking
for better conditions than the convention provides.

Both resolutions were adopted wunanimously at the plenary
gitting of the Conference on 25th November. Another resolution
of importance was proposed by the Worker’s Delegates from Franece
and ltaly and was ultimately carried unanimously on the second last
day of the Conference in the following form :—

The Conference hopes that in no case should the wages of
workmen be reduced simply by reason of tha introduction of the
8-hours day, and the 48-hours week, in order that the conditions
which exist in certain industcies and which the present Convention
allows to continue may not Le aggravated by the imposition of
lower wages on the workers.

If ratified by the Indian Government, the effect of article 3 will
ba to raise the age limit of children from 9 to 12 years, to widen
the existing definition of a factory and to bring mining ahd th,
transport and handling of goods within the scope of factory legis-
lation in India. <



India in Parliament, 1920

The House of Commons first met in 1920 on Feb. 10th. In the
following pages are given some of the more important interpellations
of the year on Indian affairs, excepting military, pension and cognate
matters of a technical nature, The outstanding features of the debates
relate to the 1919 affairs of the Puunjab under that arch-enemy of
Indis, Michael O’Dwyer, and the Rules framed under the new Reform
Aot—the former by far the most stormy that has ever takenwlace
gince a very long time in Parliament.

The first report of the Punjab Government on the riots (rehel-
lion, according to it) was submitted to the Government of Indiaon
Ootober 11th, 1919,—six months after the tragic massaores! This
report was kept a secret till it was issued as a White Paper on
January 30th. 1920. On December 16th 1919, Mr. Montagu stated
in reply to a question in the House that he was not then fully in
possession of the facts relating to the Punjab Massacre (see Register
1920, Part 11. p, 381) and implored the House to suspend judgment
till the Report of the Hunter Committee then sitting in India
was out.

But meanwhile the Punjab Governmeut’s admittedly one-sided
report was issued on the eve of the meeting of Parliament, and the
reason is obvious ; for the intention was to influence public mind in
favour of the Punjab officials. In answering a question on this
subject on February 10th. Mr. Bonar Law deseribed the report as
merely™‘a narrative of events” when it was in fact a strong case deli-
berately prepared in its own favour by O’'Dwyer’s Government, In
reply to another question, however, he said, “‘until the Committee
now sitting in India under Lord Hunter to enquire into the distur-
bances had reported to the Government of India, and the Government
of India have expressed their views to the Secretary of State, it
would obviously be improper to take any action”, though it waa
thought quite proper to publish and make known the facts abroitly
marshalled by the Punjab Government.

All this in the House of Commons. In the Lords, the Syden-
ham gang was not inactive.

On Feb. 25th. 1920 Lord Sydenham asked the following
question :—

Lord Sydenham :—My Lords, I beg to ask the Secretary of
State for India (Lord Sinhs{ whether the Secretary of State has been
informed that—

]
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1. Among the inflammatory notices poeted at Layallpur on
April 13th last was one suggesting to the mob that there were Europ-
ean women at the rallying post who should be outraged.

2, The necossity for proclaiming martial law at- Lyallpur has
heen denied.

3. During the week ending January 17th last, all Europeans
were directed ot to enter Delhi, the capital city of India, for four
daye, in consequence of celobrations attending the release from intern-
ment of Mahomed Ali and Shaukat Ali.

4. Indian witnesses before the Hunter Commissjon, who gave
evidence not in accordance with the views of the National Congress,
have %eon cruelly persecuted and boycotted,

5. Public buildings, such as schools, have beon permitted to
he used for political meetings organised by the party which has
demanded the recall of the Viceroy.

Viscount Sandhurst :—My Lords, | hope that my noble Friend
will allow me to answer the questions in the absence of the Under
Seeretary of State, who is in India. The Secretary of State for India
is aware that & notice suggesting the dishonouring of English womeu
was found posted up at Lyallpur, He is also aware that the necessity
for proclaiining martial law in any Punjab district has been widely
questioned in India, This indeed is one of the main subjccts of
inquiry by the Hunter Committee. On the third, fourth, and fifth
points the Secrotary of State is informed as follows : Furopeans
gencrally avoided Delhi city at the period in question, but no prohi-
bitory orders were issued to civilians and, in fact, the Chicf Commi-
ssioner reports that certain  lluropeans were assisted through the
crowd by volunteers on the day of the Ali brother’s reception. Orders
were, however, issued to the troops, British and Indian, by the
(ten-ral Officor Commanding Delhi  Brigade, placing Delhi city qut
of hounds from January 14 to 18 inclusive. The object was to avoid
possible collisions between the troops and the mob, This course
hns Trequeatly been adopted on occasion of festivals,. The Govern-
ment have had reports that Sir Umar Hayat Khan aud other pro-
(GGovernment witnesses bhelore the Hunter Committee have been
accorded hostile receptions. Reports have also been received that
In.dians considered to be pro-Government are subject to soeial perse-
cution and boycott. No reports have been received that meetings of
the nature referred to have been held in schools. The foundation
of the rumour is probably due the fact that school boys often take
a prominent part in meetings of the extremist party and are
employed as volunteers in public demonstrations. It may be added

that ugitation for the recall of the Viceroy is very little in evidence
at present,
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Lord Hunter’'s Report was submitted to the Govt. of India on
March 8th. 1920 ; it was forwarded by that Govt. to the Secretary
of State on May 3rd ard was issued to the public iu June, together
with the famous despatch of the Secrotary of State. Then came
that nauseating fusillade of questions in the Commons inspired by a
sympathy of Dyerism given on page 460, ef seq., and then that
historic debate in Parliament on July 8th 1920.

Regarding the Debate on Amritsar and Genersl Dyer, the
following critical account given by a ‘Student of Politics’ and pub-
lished in the London 7#mes is worth reproducing.—

“When the Secretary for India rose to-day to speak on General
Dyer’s conduct at Amritsar, the benches were more crowded than
they have been for a year, except in some of the Russian debates.
Before a word was said, one could feel the air beating with
excitement. .

“Mr. Montagu is o siucere man and a genuine Liberal, hut he
does not know the House of Commons. His opening speoch was bad
advocacy, and one could see his ecritics growing more and more
irrilated with each sentence. He acknowledged the services of
General Dyer, but said his principles were wrong when he declar-
ed that his intention was to read Indians at large a “moral lesson”—
that was terroriem. His compulsory salaamiug and his “all fours”
order were racial humiliation. His setting up of the whipping
triangles was the policy of irightfulness. These things were fucon-
sistent with our policy in India. If you justiied General Dyer, i
meaut that we ruled Iudia by the sword; and the end of thai
policy would be that our rule in India would atink in the nostrily
alike @f our own democracy and of the Indisn people, and tha!
the two would combine to close it. You must choose between Lhe
palicy of force and the policy of partnership.  You could not mix
the two, voting for pactnership one year and for foreo the next, As
Mr. Montagu developed this argument the House Lecame more nud
more restive. When he went on to say thal there was a theory
abroad that an Indian was tolerable only so long as he obeyed orders,
interruptions swelled into a prolonged roar of anger. He persistad
courageously and lowered the horna of his dilemma more menacingly.
“Choose, choose,” he said, “between race ascendancy and partner-
ship, and on your choice will depend the continuance of the British
Empire.”

“The House was now thoroughly angry. 1t had not expected
this sort of speech. It was bad advocacy in two ways, It was too
passionate, and the malcontents were irritated by its sharp logical
dilemmas. Secondly, the English mind does not work in that way.
We are the most daring political generaliser in the world, but it
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is our way in politics, as in sctence, to proceed induotively from the
particular to the general, and not from the general to the particular.
“The House would have welcomed the principles of Mr. Montagu,
which were not merely sound, but noble, if he had led up to them
by an accumulation of instances. But between our induetive English
method of political argdment and this deductive argument from
sharply opposed logical propositions, there is an interval of 2,000
years, and 30 deg. of longitude. East and West, be they produced
ever so far, will never meet, and Mr, Montagu, patriotic and sincere
English Liberal as he is, is also a Jew, and in excitement has themen-
tal idiom of the East. That wae the fault of a speech which in logical
idea™was a singularly pure and brilliant expression of Liberal doctrine.

““A more violent contrast than that betweon the speech of Mr,
Montagu and that of Sir Edward Carson who followed, it would be
impossible to conceive. There was not a general idea in Sir Edward
Carson’s spoech, unless we regard his passion for justice to the
individual as a general idea. ‘“We cannot try him, but we have a
right to insist that he should bave a fair trial.” For the rest, his
speech was an appesl to prejudice. To break a man without fair
trial, was un-Euglish ; you must trust the man on the spot. Even if
there had bean an error of judgment, ought he alone to bear the
consequences ! His strongest point was that the punishmenrt was
not immediate, but was delayed. How unfair for armchair politi-
cians in Downing street to pass these judgments on men who had
these frightfully difficult practical problems, not of their own making,
to solve. You must encourage your agents by your support if they do
the onset. Perbaps General Dyer had saved India. The substance
of the speech was extraordinarily poor ; the manner was impressive,
and the advocacy perfoct. ‘

“Mr. Churehill, who followed, was amazingly skilful, and turned
the House {or .o it seemed) completely round. He began so halfing-
ly as to get the patient ear of the Houso. He avoided at first ex-
pressiug au opinion on the merits and entered on an elaborate, not
to say, dry discourse on the law of master and servant in tbe Army.
He defined the three degrees of dissatisfaction with the conduet of
an officer in the Army. General Dyer's retirement on half-pay was
the mildest of the three punishments, and you could not say he bad
been treated unfairly unless you were also prepared to insist-on a
special trial for the hundreds of officers who bad been treated so
during and sifice the war. He me{ the argument that General Dyer’s
conduct had been condoned by his superiors by makiug it clear that
but for that he would have been subjected {o severe punisbment,

“Having thus met the suspicion that there was something
especially vindictive in the trestment of General Dyer, Mr. Churchill
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began to deal with the merits of the case. He admitted the diff-
culties that confronted an officer in dealing with civil disturb-
ances,  Still there were certain elementary tests. Was the orowd
with which he had to deal attacking or threatening to attack ¢ Was
it armed ! At Amritsar the answer to both the questions was in the
negative. He then went on to describe the slaughter. We bhad =
picture of the crowd masssed in & narrow epace, rushing wildly from
centre to the corners and back again, as the guns were turned to this
direction or that. The feeling of pity grew dominant as the picture
beca.me more vivid..

“Mr. Asquith followed with a criticism of Sir Edward Carson’s
speech. He complained that he had not addressed himself to the
merits of the case, To ask the House of Commecns to reverse the
decision that had been taken was to condone one of the worst
outrages in our history. .

‘“After that the debate flagged. Mr. Spoor for the Labour Party
developed that General Dyer was typical of an Anglo Indian spirit
which was not only illiberal and tyrannical, but was undermining
the foundations of our rule.

“Feeling was again very high when Mr. Bonar Law rose to wind
up the debate. He laboured to show that he understood all the
difficulties of General Dyer’s position, but bardly succeeded in
soothing the anger of tho malcontents. He seemed less sucoessful
usually in gauging the moods of the Houss, and in managing them,

“The Labour amendment to reduce the India Office Vote by
£100 was lost by 247 votes to 37 ; and Sir Edward Carson’s amend-
ment, also for « reduction of the vote, by 230 votes to 129.”

“General Dyer listened to the debate from a seat under the
gallerY. The following Indian Princes were in the Distinguished
Strangers’ Gallery ; The Mabaraja of Jhallawar, the Maharaja of
Kapurthalla, the Tikka Saheb of Kapurthala, the Maharaja of Cooch
Behar, the Yuvaraja of Mysore, the Maharaja of Alwar, and the Jam
Saheb of Nawanagar,”

The Lord’s Debate

The Debate in the Lords on Lord Finlay’s Motion “‘to deplore
the conduct of the casc of General Dyer as unjust abd as establishing
a precedent dangerous to the preservation of order in the face of
rebellion” lasted for two days and was lively in the extreme. It
had all the accompanimente of a great oceasion. For once the Peers
of the realm fouud mesns to leave their shady career snd congregate
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to assert a principle on which lay the foundation of their deorepit
existance. More than 200 of their Lordships, most of them aas
innocent of that pampered chamber as of India, attended and a very’
“distinguished” gathering of Peeresses and ‘fashionable’ sociefy-
women, reeking capitalists and other friends and admirers of thé
“Hero of the Punjab”, leut an imposing air to the assembly. The
(aekwar of Baroda, the Maharani, and other Indian Princes and
noblemen also attended.

Lord Finlay had been well briefed for his job. He stuck to
the case of General Dyer throughout, without any concern for the
graver issues involved for the people of India or a word of sympathy
for the innocent victims of the massacre, He condemned the
partisanship which the Indian members of the Hunter Committee
had displayed and depicted the disadvantages under which the
accused officer laboured, .

Lord Siuha, apologetic in his tone and manner, was more placid
and restrained. Perhaps the atmosphere of the House was too
strong for him and he thought it wiser to leave the more ungnalified
denunciations to those who could speak with cabinet authority. He
went out of his way to condemn the activities of Mr. Gandhi, which
was altogetber uncalled for, especially in relation to the new move-
ment of Non-Co-operation. It was a calm well reasoned speech.

The Lord Chaucellor mercilessly denunciated the cruel acts of
General Dyer. He did this certainly in ungualified language such as
oue does not often hear irom such lofty quarters ; but he also showed
that he was not unaware of the desper issues that were at stake and
of the fundamental principles that there were involved. In words
that were worthy of the high office which he holds, Lord Birkenhead
asserted the right of [ndiaus to equal treatment with other citizens
of the empire, und he warned their Lordships of the harm they wopld
be doivg in India if they passed the resolution,

The case for the Government of India was stated by Lord
Meston. His business was to justily the policy of finding a scape-
goat for others (himself included). He was the only speaker who
thought it uecessary to defend the action of the Viceroy.

Lord Curzon declured his distrust of the theory that (General
Dyer saved the Punjab by his exertions, aud le altogether denied
that he saved India by example. Were the principles upon which
General Dyer acted approved, said his Lornship, we should lower
our reputation¥n India, lower our own standards of justice and
humanity, sud debase the currecy of our national honour. The
House heard him throughout with breathless interest, but with
scarcely a sign of approval. Tbe motion was adopted by 129 votes
to 86-—a direct defest of the Government !
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' HOUBE OF COMMONS—Feb, 18th, 1920

My, Ormsby Gore asked the Secretary for India what instrue-
tion, of any, have been sent by him to the Government of India or
to the Governor of Madras with regard to the framing of the
franchise - rules governing the representation of non-Brahmins in
the provinee of Madras ; and whether an agreement has been reached
by the Government of India with regard to the method and amount
of representation to be given to the non-Brahmins in Madras ?

‘The President of the Board of Education (Mr. Herbert Fisher) :
My right hon. friend has sent no instructions either to the Govern-
ment of India or the Governor of Madras, beyond requesting them
to carry out as speedily as possible (along with other recommenda-
tions) the recommendation of the Joint Seclect Committee contained
in paragraph (¢) of their Report under the heading “Clause 77,
and explaining to the Goverffor of Madras that in recommending
provision for non-Brahmins of ‘“‘separate representation by means
of reservation of seats” the Committee did not intend to recommend
the setting up of separate electorates consisting only of non-Brah-
mins, The Viceroy reported on January 26th that Lord Willing-
don was hopeful of a speody settlement of the matter. I am not
aware whether a settlement has actually been reached.

Mr. Ormsby-Gore: Is the right hon. gentleman not aware
that the Joint Committee expressly suggested that the matter
should not be left to the Governor of Madras but dealt with by
the Government of India on its own initiative and that a great
deal of unrest has been caused in Madras by the intervention of
the Governor of Madras in tho very delicate nogotiations!

SimJ, D. Rees : Who would properly intervene, or more properly
interveue, than the Governor of Madras?

« Mr. Fisher : 1 think it is quite obvious that the Governor of
Madras is the proper person.

Sir J. D, Rees asked what progress had bean made by the
Committee on financial relations which is considering the question
of provincial contributions to the Government of India in view of
the eventual equalisation in incidence of such contributions ?

Mr. PFisher: The work of the Committee is barely begun, and
no report of its progress has yeat been received. (See P. IlI, p. 49).

HOUSE OF (COMMONS—ZFeb, 25th 1920
Strikes at Bombay. -
Colonel Wedgwood asked the Secretary of State for India whether
the Bombay mill strikers were fired on in January of this year; and

Liow many casualties resulted among the Indian population 1
The President of the Beard of Education{Ms, Herbert Fisher) :
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I am’ inforiét .that beford a settlemant of mmihﬁumheﬂ,
the mob attacked a, ,picket of military police accompaimed: by 4

mygistrate, the mmstmh and others of the party being strick by
gtones. On the crowd being ordered to disperse they, disp
defilant attitude ; threats of firing had no effest on the mob, mdw
magistrate gave ordera to*disperse it by force. The ner;’famt abd due’
private fired one round -each, killing one rioter and seriounsly injuring
another, Subaequant}y, when as the result of the Governor's media:’
tion, conoessions were made to the stikers and preparations mude %6
start work: at four or five mills, determined efforts: to prevont this:
were made. At one mill large orowds stoned the militdry poats,
forcibly entered the mill compound and stoned the cashier and two:
gepoys. A few rounds were fired, one mill hand being wounded in
the thigh. The Governor of Bombay has brought to my notice the
admirable conduot. during thess disturbances of the military and
police, who were on dut}' oontmuous]y for nearly a month and were
constantly engaged in minor confliots with tht mob. 1 feel sure
thst, the House will agree that Sir George Lloyd was justified
in this opinion.

Legal Proceedings Against Ministers.

Colonel Yate askod whether the exclusion of Ministeras irom being
sued in the High Courts in India, as provided for in the Government
of India Act, will have the effect of differentiating the conetitutjgi
of India from that of all the Dominions and of this country, and &f
denying to the peoples of India any means of redress in the case
of illegal proceedings by Ministers,

Mv, Fisher : 1 understand that my hon. and gallant frieed is.
referring to the Amendment made by means of part 1I of the Second
Schedule to the Government of India Act, 1919, whereby ministers
appointed under that Act are brought within the scope of Section
1M of the Government of India Aet, 1915-16. The Amendment
referred to has no effect at all in five of the major provineces in lndia.
1n three provinces it has the effect oi placing Ministers in the sama
legal position as that occupied by Governors and Lisut.-Governors of
provinces and members of their Executive Councils. To a limited
extent no doubt the position of Mivisters in India will in this respect
be different from that of Miunisters in the Dominions, but it must
be remembered that Ministers in India are not in all respeocts on
the same footing as Ministers in the Dominions. 1t is not the dae
thit the AwméRdment  will have the effect of denying to the pevple.
of - India' all' meane' of redrese in the case of illegal proceedings by
Ministers. Proceedings may - be taken -againet Ministers funde¥

provisions of the Aot. The provisions of the section ity queitiv:
may be repealed afmended at aay time by the Indian Legislaturd.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS—10th March 1920
Mesopaotamia (Army of Occupation)

Colonel Wedguwood asked how much of the cost, if any, of the
Army of Occupation and the civil administration in Mesopotamis
falls direotly or indirectly upon the Exchequer of India 1

Mr. Fisher: No part of the cost of the civil administration of
Mesopotamia falls upon the India Exchequer. The same is row
the case as regards the Army of Occupation. During the War the
ordinary (but not the extraordinary) charges of the troops despatohed
from Indig for service in Mesopotamia and other theatres of War were
borne by Indian revenues under the Parliameuntary Resolutions of
16th September and 26th November 1914. No contribution ia
now being made by India towards the cost of the troops overseas,

Military Affairs (Commission of Inquiry)

Mr. Spoor asked the Secretary for India if he will state
how far the Committee or Commission enquiring into Indian
military affairs has heen able to proceed with that enquiry and
how sopn the Report will he forthcoming ; whether he will state if
the deliberations of that hody are heiug carried on under the pre-
sidency or acting chairmanship of Sir Michael O’Dwyer, the ex-
Lieutenant-(Governor of the PPunjab, whose admiuistration of that
Province during the spring of last year came under examination
by the Hunter Committee and has been the subject of coutroversy
both here and in India; and, if he is so acting, whether he will
consider the advisability of relieving him of that position until his
administration of the Punjab, which supplies a coneiderable
percenmge of the recurits for the Indian army has been cleared !

Mr, Fisher: The Committee will shortly complete their
inquiries in India, but no estimate can be given of the date
when their Report will be issued. Sir Machael O'Dwyer is acting
chairman of the committea, The Secretary of State sees no reason
for relieving him of the position. His administration of the Punjab
has no hearing on the matters under discussion by the Committee.

Industrial Workers (Wages)

Mr, Jhon Davissn asked the present rates of wages paid
to Indian workers in the principal industries; and whether it is the
intention of the Government to take steps to ensure an early
approximation of Indian industrial conditions to Britikh standards?

Mr. Fisher: As in serveral cases, increases have recently been
granted ] have no exaect information ss to the present rates of
wages in the various industries in India, but 1 will enquire. The
sottled policy of the Government of India, which has the fudi

b4
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approval of my right hon. Friend, is to improve as rapidly the
cordition of [tdian workers, but in a country like India Bnns}:
standards cannot in all casea be adopted. This, as the hon,
Member is aware, is recognised jo Article 4056 of the Treaty of
Peace, which lays down that in framing Draft Convéations and
Recommendatious for geperal adoption, the International Labour
Conference shall suggest modifications to meet the caso of those
countries in which, to quote the words of the Treaty, “climatic
conditions, imperfect development of industrial organvisation or
other special eircomstances, make thle industrial conditions ‘subs-
tantially ditferent.” .

Liewt, Commander Kenworthy: Can the right hon. Gentleman
say whether it is the intention of the Goverument of India to
retain power over Lnbpur legislation and to introduce any system
of legal minimum wage in ludia as has heen suggested ’

S, J0 D, Rees. Can the right hon. Gentleman sav whethor
the approximation to the British standard will include the compulsory
adoption of Euglish clothing, food and housing, axd if =0, wlo
will puy for the mutiny which must resnlt’

Mr. Fisher ; It is obvious that there must be great differences
hetween economic legislation v ludia and in England. The
diferences must be adjusted to the economic circumstances in the
two countries. The whole mattor of the economic legislation
suitable to Indian conditions is under the consideration of the
Government of India.

Clolonel IFedgwood : Is the right hon. Gentleman aware that at
yvresent there are 60,000 mill workers out in Bombay, striking for
higher wages, and may we understand that the cause of these
striking mill-workers is being supported by Sir (xeurgﬂ L]oyd and
the Government against the emplnyem with a view to a(‘cnf'mé'a
wage more compatable with that paid in other eonntries ?

Mr. Huilwood : Under the Government of India Act, are they
not eapable of dealing with these cases in India ?

Me. Fisher : Sivr George Lloyd bas already intervened in an
importaut labour dispute in Bombay and his intervention has been
etfec ive in securing a settlement, and I have no reason to suppose
that his intorvention in any later dispute will be less successful than
in the past, p

Colonel Wedgwood : Is the right hon. Gentleman not awm-thlt
thers is 8 dispute on now and that 60;000 men are out in Bombay ?

Burma Rice Trade

Mr, Taldot aaked the Scoretary for India whether hem llow
in the position to make a statement respecting .the exceseive pripe
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fixed by the Government of India for rice exported to Geylon aid
eertain other British Dominions ! _ o

" Mr. Fisher : As the reply is somewhat long I propose, by the
permission of my Hon. Friend to circulate it in the Official ‘Report

THE FOLLOWING 1S THE REPLY REFERRED 10 :—

The ‘object which the Government of India had in vew in assu.
ming gontrol over the Burma rice trade was to enable consumers in
India shd Burma to6 obtain a ptable food at a reasonable price and
to smpplement the seriously depleted stocks in india. As this neces-
sarily involves a limtitation of the profits of producers, the- Govefn-
ment of India are under-.an obiligation to obtain a fair market price
for the exportable surplus and to restorc the profits to the producérs.
But although the world shortage of rice, caused by the failure of the
Siam crop and a short Burma erop, would havo enabled exceedingly
high prices to have been obtained, the moderate minimum export
price of about Rs. 15 per ewt. f. 0. b, Rangoon has been fixed
against a cost price of ‘Rs.9 at which 1ndia is supplied. This export
price is very cousiderably less than the world price, which but for
the control, British Possessions would bhave been compelled -to pay.
Further—and perhaps more important—practically the whole of the
exportable surplus has been reserved for British Possessions. This
surplus, unfortunately, is insufficient to meet all demands, but is
heing distributed as fairly as possible. Had this coutrol not been
vstablished it is reasonably certain that the Colonies would not only
nave been forced to pay a much higher price, but would have been
unable to ohtain the quantitics allotted to them under the scheme,

Lost week the Vieeroy received a deputation from Ceylon whieh
ropresonted the serious condition of affairs in the island caused by the
high price of rice. TLord Chelmsiord, while sympathising with the
deputation, emphatically repudinted the suggostion that theé Govern-
ment of Indin wers in any way respobsible for the rise in the price
of rice in the world’s markets, and pointed out, as explained ahbove,
that the control which had lieen established enable Ceylon to obtain
her requirements at much below world prices. In the matter of
allotments also, Ceylon had been treated very favourably, as 360,000
tons had been reserved for the colony. To the complaints of the
deputation, that no prevous warning had heen given, the Vireroy
replied that, so long ago as November last, the Ceylon Food Control-
ler kviesw that the control over exports might be removed, and the
Govermment of Cevlon therefore should have been prepared fora Tise
in'the price of Burma rice to the level of world prices. As e

“‘the- elaim of the deputation, that Ceylon should be treated as
part of India, Lord- Chelmsford, while recognising the close histori-
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cal and geographical connection btwe¥n the two countries, pointed
out that Ceylon was politicallly and financially independent
~of India, and could nat expect to obtain what would in effect
amount to a large subsidy from India by receiving its supplies
of rice at less than the prica which had been accepted by other
Colonies without question, But moved by the appeal on behalf
of the general population,” and especially the Indian population,
and having regard to the fact that Ceylon affords employment
for the surplus populatwu of Southern India, which m:ght. be forced
to' return to India in the event of a food shortage in Ceylen, he
agreed to supply 180,000 tons of rice at the fiat rate of Rs. 12 ewt.
I feel sure that my Hon. Friend will agree that the concession which
the Viceroy has found it possible to make—involving as it does
a surrender of over £1,252,000—is a subatantial one and I trust
that it will serve to relieve the situation in Ceylon.

Mr. Gideon Murray : Is the reply satisfactory !-

Mr. Fisher: 1t depends upon the point of view from which
the reply is regarded.

Mr. Murray: Will a reduction be made in the price that
is being charged for the rice !

My, Fisher : Yes.

Indenturcd Labour (Fiji)

My, Fredric Roberts asked the Secretary of State for
India whether a deputation of Fiji planters is at present in India :
whether this deputation is demanding the continuance of inden-
tured labour in Fiji : and whether His Majesty's Government
and the Government of India will make a public denial t.h't there
is any intention of supplymg indentured labour to Fiji, in view
of the recent unrest there !

Mr. Fisher: The unofficial Fiji Mission now in India is
cartainly not asking for a renewal of indentured labour, which
ig quite well understood to have beeu finally stopped. The recent
unrest in Fizi occurred after the cancellation of all remaining
indeutures.

Mr. William Carter asked the Secretary of State for India
if he will state how many Indians have left India during the last
10 years under indenture and how mauny are at present under in-
teuture, und in what localities.

Mr. Fisher : In the last 10 years, 6, 401 Indians have left lndm
under indenture but nune have gone since 1917. I gave the hon.
and gallaut Mewber for Gateshead, on the 24th February, the latest
figuree as tu the nmubor still under indenture in the several
Colonjos,
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Strikes and the Milibasy

Mr, Lunn asked how many strikes have occurred in India since
the beginning of this year ; in how many cases were troops called
out ; on how many occasions have there been conflicts between the
strikers and the military in which the military fired on the crowd ;
and what has been the total number of casualties resulting among
the Indian population ?

Mr, Fisher : Information available’st the India Office shows
that since the beginning of tha year, in addition to the widespread
gtrikes in the Bombay Presidency, which affected the cotton mills

and other industries, strikes occurred in the Jamalpur railway work-
shops, at four Calcutta jute mills, and at Cawnpore. No official
information has yet been received regarding the more recent striko
at Jamshedpur. As regards the latter part of the question I would
refer the hon. Member to the replies given on the 256th February
and the 3rd Maich to questions usked hy the hon. and gallant
Memher for Newcastle under-Lyme and the hon. Member for
Barnard Castle,

Mr. W. Throne : Does the right hon. Gentleman not think that
the economic conditions of the Indians would be very much better if
they were not compelled to carry on their backs some of the tribe of
Civil Servauts?

Mr. Lunn asked how many iorn and still workers are at pre-
sent on strike in Jamshedpur District: and whether an attempt is
being made to give the strikers’ claims a fair hearing and to arbitrate
the strike on British lines, in view of the regrettable occurrences at
Sholapur and elsewhere ?

Mr. Fisher : 1 have received no report from the Gevernment of
India®regardiug the strike.

Colonel IWedgwood : Will the right hon. Gentleman take steps
t0 obtain a report on this strike from the Government -of India ?

Khilafat Delegation.

Lieut, Colonel James asked the Secretary of State for India
whether the Indian Khilafat or Islamic delegation at present visiting
this country is led by certain Muhammad Ali : whether this Muham-
mad Ali is the sams individual who, on account of his revolutionary
tendencies and his intimate association with the Committee of
Union and Progress, was interned on his own responsibility by His
Highness the Nawab of Rampur and who was subsequently interned
by the Indian Government, together with his brother Shaukat Ali,
who had earned a similar reputation st the University of Aligarh ;
whether the inclusion of a man of such revolutionary tendencies on
this lslamic delegation is approved by the Government of India and
whether he will consider the possible prejudice to the cause of the
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millions of loyal Islamio subjects of the Crown of the inclusion of an
avowed revolutionary on a mission of this kind?

Mr. Fisher : The answer to the first part of the question is in
the affirmative. As regards the second part, the leader of the delega-
tion is the same individual who was interned by the Government of
India. With regard to the third and fourth parts of the question,
the Government of India had no hand in selecting the persounel of
the delegation., I can accept no responsibility on this point.

Lisut, Colonel James : ls it a fact that members of the delegation
have been officially received by representatives of the Indian Gbvern-
ment in this country; does mot such receptiou constitute an act of
approval of the constitution of the delegation; and is it a fact that
the Government of India, quite properly, had no hand in selecting
the personel of the delegation?

' Mr. Speaker : The hon and gallant Member should hand in his
question at the Teble.

Colonel Wedguwood : Is the right hon. Gentleman aware thata
visit of a Committee of this kind is of the utmost advantage to the
relations between ourselves and the Muhammadans in India; and
is he also aware that it can only he of advantage tu this Ewpire for
men like Muhammad Ali to come here!

Mr, Speaker: The hon. and gallant Gentleman must follow the
example of the hon. and gallant Momber and hand in his question.

The following Questions appearcd on the Order Paper for non-oral
answers : )

Colonel MWedgwoud asked the Undor Secrctary of State for
the Colonies (1) whether Indian soldiers who served ‘in the
campaign against the Germans in Fust Africa are recciving grauts
of land from the Kast Airican local Covernments in the same way
as the British soldiers of Kuropean deszcent : if not, whethewHis
Majesty’s Govenment will justruct the FEast Afrvican authoritics
to do so, in view of the resentment which is cansed amoug the
Indians by the differential freatment of British white troops aud
Indian soldiers who fought side by side in the same campaign : (2)
whether he is aware that resentment is caused among the Indians
in 1ast Africa by the omission on the part of the Government of
liast Africa to appoint any Indian member on the British Fast
Africa Economic Commission and by those parts of the Commission’s
Report which affect the Indian community : and whether His
Majesty's Government will consider the advisability of appointing
anothar Commission with at least one IJndian member to saleguard
the interests of the Indians in East Africa? ; )

Livat.-Colomel  Amery: T will answor these four yuestions
together. The matlers dealt with in the hon.. and gallant Mentber's
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four qnestions, including that addressed to the Seoretary of State for
India, sre included in the Resolutions adopted by the Easter Africa
Indian National Congress in the November last, {See Register 1920.)
These Resolutions, and the position of lndians generally. in. East
Africa, will be discussed by” the Secretary of State for the Golomes,
on arrival in Englaud with the Governor of the East Africa Protes-
torate, who is remaining in England for the purpose. In the
circumstances, | am not in a position to make any statement on
the points raised in the questions.

Golonel  edgwood ; Will this discussion include a represen-
tative of the India Office, preferably the Secretary of State?

Lieud.-Colomel Amery 1 have no doubt t‘.ha Secratary of State
for the Colonies will consult him,

Licat,-Commander Kenworthy :  Will" the hon and gallant

(ientleman convey to the quouy in quaation the views of the

Colonial Office on the question of flogging ?

Livut -Culonel Anery : 1 am not prepared to do that.

Mr. Spoor asked the TUnder-Secretary of State for the
Clolonies (1) whether a Government Commission on Native Labour
sat in  British FEist , Afrieca in 1912-13 ; whether the Hon.
A. C. Hollis, C. M. G., Secrotary for Native Affairs, gave evidence
showing that labour recruited through the Native Chiefs was in
practice compulsory labour , whether it is the policy of His Majesty’s
(zovernment now to introduce compulsory labour in British ast
Airica 1 if not, whether the (Governor's instructions to Provineial
anl District Commissioners, that the onus of finding labour was
to be put on Native Chiefs and elders, will now be withdrawn ;
(2) whether tho (fovernor of British liast Africa has issued instrue-
tions @ Provincial and District Commissioners to inform Native
Chiefs aud elders that it is part of their duty to advise and en-
coufage young men in their areas fo go . out and work on planta-
tions ; whether any such duty has heen imposed by law on Native
chiefs and elders;if not, on what authority the Governor's state-
ment was made; on what authority reports are called for.on any
headman who is impervious to His Txocellency’s wishes; and
what is the nature of the action which the Governor proposes to
take against any such headman !

Lioul.-Colonel Amery: As 1 informed the Hon, Member on
the 23rd Febroary, the whole question of native labour in Fast
Airlcaa including the issue raised by the administrative circdlar
to whioh' the Hon. Member refers, will be disoussed with Sir
E. Northey by the Secretary of State on his return.

Cobonel Wedguoed ; That circular has not yet been received }

Lieyt,-Colonel dmery - No.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS—24th March, 1920,
Committees of Inquiry | Composition]

Lieut,-Commader , Kenworthy asked the Secretary of State
for India whether his attention has been drawn to the complairits
‘in India that representatives of the Indian National Congress
have been persistently excluded from the Committees appointed
for purposes of investigation of public questions by the Govern-
ment of India, for instance, the Hunter Committee and recent
Advisory Committeo regarding Rules and Regulations to be framed
under the Government of India Act, 1919 ; and whether he will
take steps to ensure that this hody is represanted on such public
Committees in future?

Mr. Fisher : The Secretary of State has seen these complaints
in Indian newspapers. As regards the Hunter Committee it
was obviously necessary to seleot members who had not, as promi- .
nent adherents of the Congress, had already committed themselves
to strong views on the points which required inveatigation.

As magards the Reforms Committees appointed in the Provin-
ces, the Secretary of State has not full information on their composi-
tion. Butthe hon. Member is probably aware that the prevailing
party in the National Congress, heing dissatisfied with the Reforms,
and having declared itself sceptical as to their sincerity and value,
great number of Indian Liberal politicians, who are desirous of
obtaining the best results from the new system have left its ranks
and formed a separate Congress of their own. It is probable,
and the hon. Member will perhaps recognise that it would be
reasonable, in appointing Committees to work out the Hetails
of changes consequent on the recent Act, to enlist the services
of men who, while criticisitng certain features, have promi%ed
sincers oco-operation in working tho new system rather than those
who have denounced the Act as unacceptable or unworkable.

Lieut. Commander Kenworthy : Would it not be desirable
that men of pronounced views, oven if hostile to certain
aspecls of the present Government of India, should be on this
Committee ?

Mr. Fisher : My right hon. Friend is of opinion that the
Hunter Committee in its composition should be a judicial body,
and that it is undesirable to appoint on that Committee men who
have taken a very strong line in public controversies,

Lieut. Commander Kenworthy : 1i this Hunter Committee is a
judicial hody it must be impartial, and why should not distinguished
lagal luminaries, even if they have pronounced views, be upon it
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Lord Hupter’s Committee.

Colonel Wedywool asked the Sscretary of State for India
if Lord Hunter has leit or is on the point of leaving Indis ; if the
Report by his Committee has heen submitted or is ready for sub-
mission : if he could state when that Report is to be published ; and
when time can be allotted for disenssing in the honse the issues fhat
the Report is sure to raise’

My, Fisher: 1 understand that Lord Hunter is on his way home,
and that the Report of his Committee reached the Government of
India-few days ago. It will be published as soon as possible, but
eannot be published before the house rises, so that the queskion of
allotting time is not immediate.

Mr, Neil Maclean asked the Secretary of State for India
whether Lord Huuter, hefore leaving India on or about the 13th
instant, handed in the Report of his Committee to the Government
of India ; whether it is the intention of the Government to puhlish
that Rapnrb in this country and in India: and whether the evidonce
tendered hy the ex-Governor of the Tunjah, tho Chief Secrstary to
the Punjab Government, and on behalf of the miliiary anthoritios
will he included or published separatoly’

My, Fisker: The answer to the first two parts of the (uestion is
in the affirmative. I cannot yet make any definite statement as fo
the publication of evidence.

Deportation of B. G. Horniman.

Colonel Wedguwood asked the Secretary of State for India
whether Mr. B. G. Horniman, who was deported from India by the
tovernment of Bombay to this country in April last without charge
or triale has been refused permission to roturn to Bombay, where he
had been domiciled for several years, and resume his professional
occwpation and whether he will state why Mr. Horniman has been
excluded from the amnesty recently extended under the terms of
the King's Proclamation to persons against whom Orders under the
Defence of India Act affecting their entry into British India were
in force?

Mr. Fisher : The Secretary of State refused to recommend Mr.
Horniman for a passport to India so long as the Goyernment of
Bombay considers it necessary to enforce the Order made mst
hith. T do naot understand the last part of the quesmon, png ouhf
if there were any persans excluded from British ndm in
manner a8 Mr. Horniman, who have been allowed to return to it.

Lajpat Rai

GM Yate asked whether La;pat Rai, who was deported
from the Panjab in 1907 was concerned in any way during hjis resi-

56
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dence in America with the plots that were hatched thers for revolu-
tion in India ; and how many other deportees similaily situated have
also been permitted to return to India?

Mr, Fisher 1 1must refer my hon. and gallant Friend to the
statement made in this House on the 28th November, 1917, by the
Home Secretary (Viscount Cave). 1 am not aware that any Indian
has been deported toa foreign country. Lajpat Rai was released
from internment nearly 12 years ago, and went voluntarily to the
United Stater in 1914,

Culomel Yate: Will the right hon. (lentleman answer my eues-
tion whether Lajpat Rai was concerned in any of the plots that were
hatched in Ameriea for revolution in India !

My, Fisher : I am not aware that he was.

Muhammad Al

Cuolonel Yate asked whether ' Muhammad Ali, who bas
arrived in England as a member of the Indian Khilafat deputation,
is the same Muhammad Ali mentioned in paragraph 164 of the
Report of the Committee appointed to investigate revolutionary
conspiracies in India as concerned in the project hatched in India
with the objert of destroying British runle hy means of an attack on
the North-West frontier supplemented hy a Muhammadan rising in
India itself ; whether it was for this reason that he was interned ;
and, if, not, for participation in what conspiracy was he interned?

Myr. Fisher: Tho individual mentioned in paragraph 161 of the
Report cited in the question is not the Mnhammad Ali who is now
in Fngland as a member of the Khilafat Deputation. The latter
was interned during the War for condunet tending to promote the
interests of His Majesty’s onemies.

Khilafat Delegation

My. Ormsby Gore asked what steps have leen taken to
sccwie early and wide publicity in India of the Prime Ministor’s
recent reply to the Indian Khilafat delegation regarding British
polizy in the Near and Middle Kast !

Mr, Foreman asked the Secretary of State for India whether
steps have been taken to telegraph to India the reply of the Prime
Minister to the Indian Muslim delegation on the future of Turkey,
and to publish it throughout the whole of India in all the veruacular
papers; and, if not, will he at once consider the desirability of taking
these stepa ?

Mr. Fisher: A very full summary of the Prime Minister’s reply
to the delegation was telegraphed to the Viceroy on the 21st March
for purpose of publication in India.
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Constitutional Reform (Lord Hardinge)

Mr. Walerson asked the Secretary of State for India whether
Lord Hardinge, at the request of the India Office or otherwise, sent,
prior to his retirement from the Viceroyalty and Governe.-General-
ship of India, a despatch making important recommendations for
constitutional reforms ; if so, would he have any objections to the
publication of that despatch to complete the series of records issued
on that subject ; and would he state the main recommendations con-
tained in the despatch and the principle upon which Lord Hardinge's

-recommendations were based, aud particularly would he indicate
whether Lord Hardinge contemplated the introduction of the prin-
ciple of duality or diarchy, or did Lord Hardinge elaborate the sug-
gostion of provincial autonomy made in the despatch sent by him
about the time of the last Delhi Durbar?

Mr. Fisher : Though the question of constitutional reforms was,
of course, under consideration before Lord Hardinge left India, his
Government had not addressed any despatch on the subject to the
Secretary of State.

British East Africa (Indian Medical Practitioners)

Mr. IWaterson asked the Under-Secretary of State for the Colo
nies whether Indian medical practitioners in British East Africa are
forbidden to carry on independent medical practice ; and, if so, a
what grounds?

Lieut,-t‘vlonel Amery : The question of medica! practice in the
East Africa Protectorate is governed by the Medical Practitioners
and Dentists Ordinance, 1910. Under that ordinance the holder
of ang British Indian degree, diploma, or licence entitling him to
registration in the United Kingdom is entitled to be registered us »
medical practitioner in the East Africa Protecturate. Under the
gsame ordinance the practice of systems of therapeutics according to
native, Indian or other Asiatic method is permitted for persons recog-
nised by the community to which thoy belong to be duly tr:ined in
such practice, subject to provisos that such systems may only be
practised amongst the community to whioh the practitioner belonge
and that no act under any such system on the part of such persons
as is dangerous to life shall be permitted.

HOUSE OF COMMCNS—31st March 1920
Disturbanccs at Jamshedpur.

Licytenant  ('ommander Kenworthy asked the Secretary of
State for India whether he has any information with regsrd to the
recent disturbances at Jamslpur, in the North West Provinces ;
what was the cause of the disturbance ; whether strikers were fired
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on by the troops; if bb, whether there were any casualties among
.the troops or among the strikers ; and whether any form of inquiry
will be held into the occurrence ?

The President of the Board of educaiton (Mr Herbert Fisher) :
The honourable and gallant Member no doubt refers to the recent
disturbdances at the Tata ironworks at Jamshedpur, in the Province
of Bthar and Orissa, erroneously reported in the newspapers as
having taken plave at Jamalpur. The strike, which was declared
towards the end of February, involved some 30,000 workers, .Dis-
turbances began on the 13th March, when determined and well-
orgainsed attempts were made by armed lodies of strikors to pro-
vent those who wished to attend work. The factory was besieged
and troops escorting a motor lorry bringing food to workers were
attacked. The Deputy Commissioner of the district was able to
averl u collision, Lut picketing coutinued and mo workmen wore
allowed to enter the works., On the morning of the 15th it was
discovered that the railway lines had heen tampered with, and the
Deputy luspector-General of Police ordered two parties of mounted
polite to arrest the offenders, with instiuctions not to fire unless
in solf-defonce. About forty arrests were made, but the prisoners
were rescued and a large mob of strikers then attacked the police,
who were compelled to fire in self-defence. Mr. Ashby and scveral
police were seriously injured, five of the crowd being killed and
21 wounded. The police fell back on the works and fired only
when closely pressed. The injured were taken to hospital for
treatwent, The situation then improved rapidly, and on the 17th
2,000 mon had resuined work. An announcement by the directors
seems to have had a favourable cffect, and my latest information
is ‘that on-the 1&8th 15,000 men had returned to work, the rest heing
expected to return on the 20th.

Liewtenant  Conemander Kenaorthy — Will there be any form of
inquiry held iuto the occurrence as asked for in the last part of my
queation !

Mr. Fisher: The facts will certainly be investigated.

Muhammad Ali {Speech at Woking.

Nir Chuarles Owarn asked the Secretary of State for India
whether his attention has been drawn to a speech delivered at
Woking on 21st Mareh, by Mr. Muhammad Ali, leader of the
Indian Khilafat delegation, in which the speaker deelared that if
England fought the Turks on the question of the temyporal powers
of the Khalifa then the Indian Muslims must tight on the side of
the Turks, and that they did uvot want it, but they wust fight for
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their religiou; and whether he intends to h.ke any action with
regard to such speeches?
Mr. Fisher : 1 do not propose to take any notmn.

HOUSE OF COMMONS—14th Avril, 1920.
Punjab 'Legislative Coundil

Colunel Wedgwood asked the Secretary of Stute for India if he
has received any intimation that a representative Provincial
Conference held early this month at Jullundur, in the Ponjab,
protested against what it considered to be an attempt to deprive
the Punjabis of the opportunity of getting the utmost out of the
Government of India Act by so framing rules under that Act as to
keep the Punjah Legislative Council small, pack it with landed
aristocracy and other counservative elements, and otherwise keep
as far as possible educated Punjabis out of that council: and whether
ho would give an assurance that consideration of ‘the Iunjab rules
will be postponed until detailed representation of the Conference’s
wishoes is received in Togland.

Mr. Montagu : I have scen a telegram, the goneral purport of
which, though less speeific, is of the kind iudicated in the yuestion.
If the complaints are well-founded I have no doubt that the Govern-
ment of India and their non-official Advisory Committee (on which
the Punjab is represented) will pay due attention to them in
cousidering the draft rules, which will eventually come before
Parlipment.

Deobund Arabic School

Lieul. Uolonel Jumes asked the Secretary of State for Indis
whether the Sheikhul Islam, of the DDeobund Arabie School, in the
Shaharunpur distriet, has recently been srrested and deported from
Indéa on account of the subversive and anti-Government propaganda
in which he has been engaged : whether, for many years past,
the Deobund Arabic school, or:gnnl]y inauguratod with the intention
of grounding trans-frontier Pa.thmm in the principles of Islam, bas,
in fact, been a centre of seditious propaganda ; and whether, in view
of this, the school will now be closed !

Mr. Alontagw : 1 presume the Hon. Member refers to oune of
the doctors of the school in question, who had mixed himself up in
seditious intrigues before leaving for Mecoa in September, 1915,
His conduct in Arabia led to his arrest by the Hedjaz authorities.
He was removed to Egype and eventually interned at Malta,
Neither before these intrigues nor since the departure of the
particular doctor has there been, to my knowledga, mmpla.ml; of
seditiovs propaganda at Deobund, and there sppears to be no
reasons for the suggestion that the achool ehould be closed.
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Border Districts

Mr. Waterson asked the Secretary of State for India if he is
aware that a representative Provincial Conference that met on 2nd
April at Jullundur in the Punjab expressed great concern at condi-
tions of insecurity of life and property in border districts and
in the North-West Frontier Province and if he will enlighten
the house as to the steps that he is taking to protect life and property
in those districts?

Mr. Montagu : I have received no report of the proceedings at the
Conference referred to. The hon. Member is aware that military
operations are in progress for the purpose of restoring order, and
he may rest assured that conditions on the border are engaging the
active attention of the Government of India.

Colone! Wedewood : Is the right hon, Gentleman aware that
this guestion refers also to Baluchistan, where; apparently, Indian
life and property are not safe at the present time?

Mr, Montagu : I was not aware of the geographical area to which
it refers.

Colonel Wedgwood : 1 have sent the right hon. Gentleman a letter
about it to day.

Eest Africa I'rotectorate
Indian Medical and Legal Degrees

Mr. Walerson asked the Under Secretary of State for the
Colonies if he is aware that persons holding Indian university
medical and law degrees, suchas I.. M. S. and B, A. B. L., who
are eligible to practise medicine and law, respectively, in India,
are not allowed to so practise in DBritish East Africa: and, if so
will he state why in British East Africa, where the Protecterate was
ﬁr&t ostablishod with the object of saf-guarding the interest of

is Majesty’s Indian subjects in that countiy, where Indiam law
is to-day administered, and where Indians preponderate both in
point of numbers and vested interests, the said Indian university
medical and law degrees are not recognised?

The Under Secretary of State for the Colonies (Lieut, Colonel
Amery): 1 explained to the hon. Member in my answer to his question
on the 24th of March that Indian medical degrees or dipiomas are
rocognised in the Fast Africa Protectorate, provided tbat they
entitle the holder to registration in the United Kingdom.
Advocates who have been admitted and are entitled to practise
before one of the High Courts in British Indias are entitlad to
practise in the East African Courts.

"The general question of the position of Indians in Kast Afriea
is under consideration between the Secretary of State and the
Grovernor of the Protectorate.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS—15th April 1920.

Major Entunstle asked the Seoretary of State for India if Lord
Meston’s award, granting only 28 seats out of 65 in the future Legis-
lative Council of the Madras Presidenoy to the non Brahmans, is
final in view of the opposition of the non-Brahmans to the proposal?

Mr. Montagu - The allocation of seats on the Madras I.egislative
Council will not be final until the rules in which it is embodied are
approved hy the Parliament. But I hope that the general principle
that the award of an independent arbitrator is the final {and only
possible) settlement of a yuestion on which the parties cannot agree
will be accepted in this case by both parties.

" Prince of Wales’s Tour (Advisory Committee)

Caplain Terrell asked the Secretary of State for India if he
will inform the House what Indian -representatives have been
appointed to the Advisory Cominittee to discuss the arrangement for
the Prince of Wales's tour to India; and if he will state whether
they are Brabmans, Moslems, or non Brahmanas !

Mr. Montagu :The Indian representatives are as follows;—

H. I, the Maharaja of Gwalior (Hindu);

H. H. the Maharaja of Bikaner (Hindu):

H. H. the Maharaja of Patiala (Sikh): and

Mr. Banerji (Brahmans).

Sir Umar Hyat (Moslem);

Sir Dinsha Wacha (Parsee)

Fiji lslands (Disturbances)

My, Bennet asked the [Tnder-Secrotary of State for the Colo:ies
if he has received information of a disturbance reported to have
occurred at Levuka, Fiji Islands, on Saturday last in favour of
Indians awaiting deportation : who these Indians are and for what
reason and under whose authority they are to be deported ; whether
they have been tried by any of the ordinary courts of the Colony ;
whether there has heen a renewal of trouble since the announcement
in this House that the situation had been restored ; and for what
reason New Zealand troops are being kept in the Fiji Island ?

Lieut.-Colonel A4wmery: No information has been received from
the Governor as to a disturbance having taken place on the day
mentioned, or as to there having been a renewal of the recent
trouble since my statement in the House on the 3rd Maroch. A
telegram has been received from the Governor stating that by an
order made under the Peace and Good Order Ordinance, 13705, the
following four persons: D. M. Manilal, Mrs. Manilal, Harapal
Maharaj, and Fazil Khan, have been prohibited from residing for
two years within certain parts of the Colony. The Governor states



440 HOUSE OF (OMMONS [5 Mav

that he is reporting by mail the grcunds for the action taken. As
1 ghited in tﬁfﬂnu;a on the 10th March, an armed guuéd of ghout
50 men was sent from New Zealand. This small detachment
afforded valuable help duung the actual rioting, and'if they are
atill being kept in Fiji it is no doubt because their presence is
congidered desirable by the Gevernor.

.Mr. B. G Hornjman.

My, Lunne. asked the Secretary of State for India whether
in wiew of ‘hie sssertion at the time of Mr. B. . Horniman’s
deportation from-India a yesr ago that this measure was necessitated
by the emergency of the moment which required swift and prompt
aetiq to be taken, he will state the reasone why the Government of
India, after this lapse of time, consider that Mr. Horniman's return .
to India is still incompatible avith the public safety?

. fir, Montagu: The Government of India have stated that they
dehebipemeider that Mr. Horniman's return to India is compstlble
with the public safety. As I stated in the House on 2lst April,
I do not propose to interfere with their discretion. I presume they
have taken into account Mr. Horniman's journalistic work, and I am
content to leave to the (Government of India and the (iovernment
of Bombay the depision as to the date on which Mr. Horniman ean
be allowed to return. .

Lreut, Commander Kenworthy: Will Mr. Horniman be allowed to
retarn after peace is finally ratified?

M, Montagu : The decision as to when he will be allowed to
roturn will be left to the Government of Bombay. If they decide
that.he shall return when peace is signed I shall accept their deci-
gion. . 1f they do ot so decide I shall again accept their decision.

Sir W, Joynson Hicks: May I ask whether peace after the
Great War bas anything whatever to do with Mr. Horniman and shis
conduat ?

Sir J. D. Rees: Would not Mr, Horniman's return distinctly tend
to destroy peace in India ?

. My, Montagu: The point on which I prefer to rely is that by
statute «{iscretion is left with the Governor of Bombay. In thé
exereise of my responaibility to this House [ propose to leavo the
matter to his dmcrel;wn ‘1f hon. Memhers do not like that, th
best thiog to dp is to put down a Motion.

Str Thomas Bramidon asked the Secretary of State for India,
in view of the faot that M» B. G. Horniman was deported
from India 19 months ago without trinl, that he has been refused
inqiiiry into the charges made againat him, and that he denies the
trath sl these charges or any other justification for such deportation,
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if-hé will say what is the earliest occasion ubon “which the maﬂ‘er
can ‘be debated in the House!

Mr, Monfagu : My Hon. Friend must address the ILeader of
the Honse as to opportunities for dehate. '

Indian Reforms [Lord Meston’s Award. |

Mr. Forrest ssked the Secretary of State for India whether
he contemplates the re-appointmient of the dJoint Committee on
Indisn Reforms to reconsider the ruies and regulations governing
the working of the Indian Reforms ; whether in that case the protest
of the Non-Brshmanas of Madras against the award of Lord Meston
will also be conaidered ; and how he proposes to ensure that Parlia-
ment is properly advised on the matter !

Mr. Montagu : The answer to the first two parts of tlie
question is in the affirmativeé ; to the last part, I will do all in my
power to see that the Joint Commlttee receives all the information
it requires.

Mr, Forrest asked tho Secretary of State for India whether
he gent any instructions to Lord Meston or to' the Government
of India regarding the interpretation of the Joint Committes’s re-
commendation for the separate representa.twn of non- Bmhmsnns

Mr. Montagu : The answer is in the negative,

"Civil Service.

Sir, W. joynson-Hicks asked the Secretary of State for India
whether he received a series of petjtions, sent through the Madras
Government in May, 1919, from a [arge percentage of the Indian
Civil *Service in that province ; and when he proposes to make an
answer to such petitions ! ' '

~ Mr. Montagu : The answer to the first part of the question is
in the negative, although a day or two ago my hon, Friend was
good enough to forward me copies. The second part therefors does
not arise. ’

Sir W. Joynson-Hicks : Will my right hon. Friend inquire
of the Government of Madras as to what has beoome of this yery
large block of petitions?! I personally know that they were afddres-
sod to him. : :

Mr. Montagu : 1 will inquire, if my hon. Friend wishes. .Of
courae, 3 memotial from the Civil Service must be {ransmitted
through the local Government, whish has a disoretion . as to what
it will forward.

Sir JV. Joynson-Hicks asked the Secretgry of Stats. for India

J® can see his to givigg an. olmnntot];ewc
mﬁm Civil %r:'?yue to retire during the next five yesrs if
b6
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they feel unable fo serve under the new altered conditions on the
basis of a pension proportionate to service and loss of prospects!

Mr. Montagu : 1 would ask, leave to refer my hon. Friend to
my explanation in this House on 4th December last on Clause 36
of the Government of India Bill, of which I will send him a copy.

Government of India Act. [Draft Rules]
Motion made, and Question proposed :

“That it is expedient that a Select Committee of Seven Mem-
bers be appointed to join with a Committee to be appointed by the
Lords to revise the Drafit Rules made under the (Government of
India Act.”"—{Mr. Montagu.]

Lieut,-Colonel Mulone . The Committee which is going to re-
draft these rules is considering one of the most important measures
quucan,uug the Government ol India. Those drafit rules are, in my
upmmn, as important, if not morec so, as the Government of India
Bill, which we are to discuss next week and 1 eoisider that seven
m-.*mbars on this Committee is totally inndegnate, We presume that
one of the seven will be a Liberal and one a Labonr member, and
in case thess two members are absent there will only be five mem-
bers left representing the supporters of the Government to consider
these very important questions. If the number of members of the
Committee cannot "be increased, what opportunity, if any, will be
given to this House to comsider the draft regulations when they
have finally been re-drafted? Will they be placed upon the Table
of the House, and will an opportunity be given to Hon. Members
to discues these Orders, and will they be given full opportunities to
examine all the evidence and all the particulars which have heen
put before this Committee when it discussed these Orders? 1 shall
be much obliged to the Right Hon. Gentleman if. he will
give us some information on those points befors we pass this
Motion. P

The Secretalry of State for India (Mr. Montagu) : I quite
agree that the duty of this Committee is very important. This
is being done in conformity with the Act passed last year, and it
sebms to be advisable that the same men should deal with the rules.
Most of the rules will have to be laid on the Table of the Hounse,
and some of them will have to receive the consent of both Houses
of Parliament. I can promise my hon. and gallant Friend that there
will be ample opportunity for consideration by this House, and
all the evidence taken by the Joint Committee will be laid before
them in the Report of that Committee.

Colonsl Yate: Do I understand that tho intention of the
Government is to appoiut the same Committee as was appointed



1920] INDIAN INTERPELLATIONS 443

last year 1 If so, the Right Hon, Gentleman seems to me to be
departing from the Regulations which have been laid down in
Clausse 295 of the Montagu-Chelmaford Report. In that report
it is distinctly stated that a Seldet Committee on Indisn Affairs
shall be appointed at the beginning of each Session. Last year
the Right Hon. Gentleman appointed a Committee and put
himself on it with six other members who had all signified on
the Second Reading their approval of his scheme. I do not want,
however, to enter into that question now. I spoke on it last year.
The Bill then under discussion has now become an Act of Parlia-
ment and I shall, as 1T am sure all men serving in India will,
loyally do my best to make ita great success. But the Right
Hon. Gentleman has not followed the proposal laid down in the
Montagu-Chelmeford Report, which distinotly says that a new
Committoe shall be appointed at the commencement of each
Session. I know the Committeo suggests that they should be
coutinued in office, but I do not think a Select Committee should
have power to make any such suggestion, and at any rate, it
should not be carried into effect. IL is further laid down that
the Secretary of State shall appear before the Committee to
answer cquestions about Acts of Administration over which he
and, therefore, Parliament, oxercises control. There is nothing
said in the Report about the Secretary of State being himself a
member of the Committee, and I think it is entirely wrong he
should be so. I, thercfore, ask him to consider the propriety
of his present action, and whether it is not right that a fresh
Committes should bhe appointed to denl with this question in
accordance with the Montagu-Chelmsford report.

Mr. Montuyu ;. The Committee to which my hon. and gallant
Friend referred will only come into existence when the Act is
working. This is nat that Committee at . all. When the Act

- comes into operation another Committee will be appointed by
the Houses. Theé Committee, the appointment of which T am
now moving, will complete the work of bringing the Aect into
force, and it wag for that purpose that it was considered by the
Joint Committee desirable to make the recommendation referred
to. The names of this Committee will be submifted to the
House for approval in a subsequent Motion, and my hon. and
gallant Friend can then use his discretion as to whether he will
agk the House to take other names tban those recommended
by the Government. The Committee was appointed last year
by the vote of the House, and I was not upon it.

Motion agreed & Message to the Lords to acquaint them. therewith
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HOUSE OF COMMONS—6th May 1920,
General Dyer

Mr, Spoor (by Frivate Notice) asked the Secretary of State
for India whether his attentiorf has been called to an interview
alleged to have been given by General Dyer to a Press represen-
tative, in which the statement is made that Geuneral Dyer has
been requested to resign his appointment; whether this state-
ment is correct and if so whether this action on the part of the
Government is conseyuent upon their consideration of the Hunter
Committee’s Report! .

Tha Secretary of State for India (Mr. Montagu): I am in-
formed that the Commander-in-Chief directed General Dyer to
resign his appointment as Brigade-Commander in India. The
whole matter is now engaging the consideration of His Majesty’s
Government. 1 hope that full documents will be available to
Parliament within the next fortnight and T hope hon. members
will be content to delay discussion until they have full information.

Colonel Wedgwood: If General Dyer is allowed to resign
his commission, does that mean he will not he court-martialled
for these massacres’

Mr, Montayu : This is a very serious question and very diffi-
cult to discuss by way of question and auswer when, unfortunately
no papers are before the House, I am prepared to answer all
these questions when the time comes for the debate and I hope
that the House, which has been so patient so long, will wait
the few remaining days in order to get full information.

Colonel Wedguood : Can wa be assured that the «uestion will
not be prejudged by General Dyer being allowed to resign ?

My, Lammbert : Will the papers circulated includé Iord Humter's
lieport on the subjeet?

Mr, Montagu : Yes, certainly : the papers I propose to iy
are Lord Hunter's Report, the evidence taken beiore the Hunter
(‘ommitttce, awnd the resolution of the Government of India on
the sulject. .

Colonel Hedywood : Will they include all the evidence that was
given, or will Sir M. O’Dwyer’s evidence be omitted !

Mr. Montagu : My hon. and gallant Friend knows that
certain evidence was taken in camera for public reasous, and it
is not proposed to publish any evideuce which the Committee
thought ought to be heard in private.

The Bombay Chronicle (Distribution Among British Troops)

Lizut, Commander Kenworthy asked the Secretary of State for India
whether the Chairman of the ludian Newspaper Company, Limitgd,.
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in his cable informed the right hon. Gentleman that the directors
of the company had made careful inquiry iuto the allegation that the
paper which Mr. Horniman edited had been distributed free to
British troops in the hope of excitdng insubordination and found it
to be absolutely without {oundatlon, and the board of directors had
ascertained that no copy of the "“Bombay Chronicle” was distributed
freé to the British troops in Bombay:; whether to say merely that
the Chairman of the board of directors of the Indian Newspaper
Compnny denied all knowledge of the free distribution to British
troops is a proper description of this categoncal and authoritative
refutdtion of the charge; aud whether, in such circumstances,
he will make public the evidence ou which his assertion that there
was such free distribution is based’

Mr. Montagu : The terms of the cable message were as quoted by
the hou. and gallaut Member, I accepted the assurance as far as
I counld, but the directors were+ not in a position to say that distri-
hution had not taken place. All that they could say was that they
were iu no way connected with what I believe to have occurred. The
evidence I have is, to my mind, indisputable that some reader of
the paper did distribute it to British troops in the Bombay
Presidency,

East Africa | Indian Subjects. ]

Mr, Bennet asked the Under-Seerctary of State for the Colo-
nies whether he has received from or on behalf of His Majesty's
In® u sabjects in liast Africa any request for the franchise upon
the wsis of the franchise ecreated by the Goverument of Indis Act,
1914, or an indiseriminate and uniform franchise !

Liputenant Colonel Amery - The Secrctary of State has received
represeutations in favour of the grant of elective representation
to the Indian community in East Alrica , it is understood that the
franchise desired is the sume as that already granted to Europeans,
inclading woman suffrage.

Colonel Wedgwood asked the Under-Secretary of State for the
Colonies whether the Socretary of State for the Colouies received, on
or about 19th April, a deputation on the sulject of the grievances of
Indians in His Majesty's Protectorates and Territories in Kast
Africa; whether the Colonial Oflice proposes to make inguiry into,
those grievances ; and, in case no inquiry is to be undertaken, if he
will indicate the na.ture of action that his oftice proposes to take to
insure equality of treatment to His Majesty’s Indian subjects in these
P’rotectorates and Territories !

Lieut, Colonel Amzry : Tho Secrotary of State for the " Colonies
roceived u deputation on the 19th of April, e bua since bad an
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opportunity for full discussion of matters affecting the Indian com-.
munity in Kast Africa with the Governors of the East Africa and
Uganda Protectorates ; and he does not consider that further in-

guiry will be neceswsary. The decisions on the matters discussed
will be announeced in due course.

HOUSE OF COMMONS—I2ih May 1920,
British Officer's Wife [Peshawar]

Sir W. Joynson Hicks asked the Secretary of State for India
whother he has yet received details regarding the case of the British
Officer’s wife who was carried away from Peshawar by Alfridi tribes-
men and what steps the Government of India proposes to take to
bring them to justice ?

M. Montagu : If the House will allow me, I will read outa
statement which the Goverament of India have published concerning
this case,

“As there have been exaggerated rumours regarding the abduction
of an English lady from Peshawar Cantonment, we are authorised
to state that the following are the actual facts. A gang of Afridi
ruffians entered outskirts of Peshawar Cantoument of Sadar Bazar
late on the mnight of 23rd, 24th March, probably with the object of
theft. It happened that, contrary to usual practice, an English
lady and her family were occupying the honse in this exposed quar-
ter. The gang broke into this house and carriod off the lady, drag-
ging her in a most brutal mauner with them accross the border
The alarm was raised as soon as it was found what had happened
and troops, militia, constabulary police and villagers started in pur-
suit in all directions with the result that the gang was all but iuter-
cepted and one of them was actually arrested. Meanwhile, IXhyber
authorities got into touch with the Afridis along the border, and
an Afridi rescue party of over 1,000 men started within a few
hours. Members of this party pushed forward and blocked passes,
and came into conflict with the gang more than-once, aud eventually
rescued the lady after some sharp fighting. The lady was at ouce
brought into Jamrud withiu 36 hours of abduction—a very prompt
performance, cousidering the nature of the country. The next day
a large Afridi jirga of all sections waited spontancously on the Poli-
tical Agent al Khyber to express their abhorrance of this outrage,
their sincere regrets that inembers of their tribe should have heen
guilty of such conduct, and their assurance that such acts would
not be permitted in future. Measures are in progress to ascer-
tain the identity of the offenders and to take further action. No
ransom was paid and no reward given to the rescue party who .
were told that they had merely done their duty,”
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The Government of India assure me that every effort is baing
made to secure the arrest of the ,offenders, and to exact reparation
from the section to which they beldng.

Sir J. D. Rees: Was this English woman fairly treated during
the time she was in the hands of the tribesmen?

Mr. Montagu: I must refer my Hon. Friend to the passage
in the answer, which sdys : “Carried off the lady, dragging her in a
most brutal manner with them across the border.” 1 do not think
it would be in the interests of the lady to give a detailed description
of her treatment.

Indian Medical Service

Nir W, Joynwson-Hicls asked the Secretary of State for India
if he can stafe the nmnber of officers of the Indian Medieal Sorvice,
sative and Luropean, in 1911 and 1919 ; how many of each race
were gazetted in 1919 ; and what steps he is taking to make the
Serviee attractive to Knglish doctors ?

Mr. Montagu : In 1914 the number of ofticers in the Indian
Medical Service was 706 Furopeaus and 63 Indians, In December
1919, excluding ofticers holding temporary commiissions, thers were
650 LEuropeans and 80 Indians. During 1919, 25 Europeans and
21 Indians were appointed to permanent commissions,

In amplification of improvements already sanetioned, I hope
to announce at an early date increased rates of pay and pension for
the -Indian Medical Service. I also recognise that it is essential to
improve the facilities for leave and study, but no decision on these
points can be effective until recruitment has brought the Service
nearer to its normal strength,

Sir IV, Joynson-Hicks : If 1 put a question in a month’s time
will the right hon. Gentleman say if he hopes to be able to give the
incfeases and the other arrangements for improving the Service ?

Mr. Montag: : Yes, 1 hope so, and if my hon. Friend will permit
me, as soon as a decision has been reached, which, I hope, will be
only & matter of a few weeks, then I will let him know.

HOUSE OF ('OMMONS—I12th May 1920.

Crown Colcnies and Protectorates [Indian Communities]

Mr. Bennelt asked the Secretary of State for India if his atten-
tion has been called to the declaration made by the Viceroy on the
30th of January last that the position of the Government of India.is,
and always has been, that there is no justification in a Crown Coleny
or Protectorate assigning to British Indians a status in any way
inferior to that of any other class of His Majesty’s anbjests; and
whether he can assure the House that the prinsiple thus-ssserted
will be adhered to hy the Imperial Govarpment in the arrangements
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for the political and administrative settlement of Kast Africa that
are now under ccnsideration ?

Mr. Montagu : The Viceroy 'declgred that the position of the
Government of India is, and always will be, as stated by my hon.
Friend. 1 am assured by the Colonial Office that full consideration
is being given to the claims of the Indian communities in the Fast
African Protectorates as well as to those of the other section of the
population.

Mr. Bennelt asked the Under-Secratary of State for the Colonies
whether and upon what conditions HHis Majesty’s Indian Subjects
exercise the franchise in any province of the Union of South Afriea,
in Rhodesia, in British Guiana, in Fiji, in Trinidad, and in Ceylon :
whether it is proposed in any of these territories or in any other
of His Majesty’s territories to oxtend the franchise to His Majesty's
Indiah suhjoets, and, if so. upon what conditions; whether, in any
of the British Colonies an [udian sits in the local Legislature by
election as distinguished from nomination: and whether the state-
ment that, for the present, it was not proposed to extend the fran-
chise to His Majesty’s Indian subjects in the East African Pro-
tectorate is to be taken as the considered reply of the Secretary
of State for the Clolonies on this point to the representations made
to him thereon hy the deputation under the auspices of the Indian
Overseas Association that waited upon him on 19th April last?

Lieul -Colousl Amery : As rogards the first part of the gnestion
the electoral law of the Cape Province of the South African Union
and of Southern Thodesia draws uno distinction as to race or colour
in respect of voters qualified for registration. In British Guiana
there is an elected l.egislature, aud there is no racial distinction as
regards the frauchise. In Fiji, Indians do not exercise the fran-
chise at present. In Trinidad, the Legislative Council is nomi-
nated. In Ceylon, a person of Indian origin, born in Ceylon and
otherwise qualitied, is able to vote for the Ceylonese member of the
Council.

As regards the second part of the question, in Fiji it is proposed
that Indians should he added to the I.egislative Council asz the elect.
ed representatives of the Indian inhabitants of the Colony, but the
condition upon which they shall he elected have not yet been settled.
In Ceylon, proposals are under consideration which would quslify
as a voter any male British subject who possesses the requisite quali-
fications. No proposale with regard to the extension of the franchise
are under consideration in any other Colonies or Protsctorates.

As regards the third part of the question, in British Guisna
thera ia an elected member of the Legislature who is of East Indian
race, and in Ceylon a person of Indian origin hut born in Ceylon
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sits on the local Legislatare by election as the Ceylounese members
of the Legislatures of other Colonies or Protectorates.

As rus’ards the fourth part Bf the question, the Secretary of
State has given careful consideration to the representations made to
him by the deputation to which my hon. Friend refers, but I am
not yet in a position to announce his final decision on this point.

HOUSE OF ('OMMON—I13th May 1920,
Defence of India Act "Punjab !

M. t'ape asked the Secretary or State for India if he will give
alist of the persous against whom the Defence of fadia Act was
used during Sir Michael O'Dwyer’s administration of the Punjab;
hom many persons were prohibited from entering the I'urjab; ard
how many local men were interued during his administration?

Mr. Montagu: There were "145 porsons whose movements were
restricted under the Defence of ludia Act in the Puunjab at various
times, of whom only 24 remained under such restriction on the lst
April, 1919. Four persons were prohibited from euterirg he
Punjab. Besides the number restricted under the Defence of Tncia
Act, about 400 were interned at diiferent times in gaol, and 1.025
restricted to their own villages, under the lugress into India Ordi-
nance. In April, 1919, seven of these still remained in goal, and
124 under restriction in their villages. These were men who had
returned to India form America and the Far Kast at the beginting
of the War. with the ohject of causing revolntionary outhreaks.

I'unjab Newspapers

Mr. Uape asked the Seeretary of State for India what pews-
papers edited outside the I"'nnjab were prevented from being cirenla-
ted i in the Punjab during Sir Michael O'Dwyer's administrastion; trom
how ‘many newspapers security was demanded: and in how many
cases security already deposited was forfcited during that period?

Mr. Moatagn: From 1914 to 1915 eight newspapers including
“Sadaqat” “Jamhur” and “Naqqash™ of Caleutta, and “New lndia”
of Madras, were kept outside the Panjah, hl 19 t.wdm stuch
()rdarz ware passad, namely, against the Congreas “Yijaya,”

“Ingilab” of Moradabad, the Al Khalil” and \s,t,hnb’ of Bijnor,
the “Independent”’ of A]lahabw] the “Hamdam” and “‘Akhuwat”
of Lucknow, the “Swadesi” of Gorakhpur, and the “Amrila Bazar
Patrika” of Caloutta. To the best of my information, security was
demanded during Sir Michael Q' Dwyer’s administration from four-
‘newspapers and twenty-four presses. Forfeiture was ordered in the
osse of one newspaper and four presses, But I am not quite sure
tieat theso figures are complete. '

57
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Mastial Low |

Mr. Lunn asked the Secretary of State for Indis (1) whether
the Hunter Committee, or any offits members personally, visited any
of the places affected by Martial Law ; if so, which ; and whether the
Pungab Sub-Committee of the Indian National Congress or some of
ite members, personally visited, during their enquiry, almost all the
principal places affacted by Martial Law and

(2) the names of witnesses examined by the Punjab Sub-Comit-
tee of the Indian Nationsl Congress regarding illtreatment of women
during the administration of Martial Law, with a brief stateitient
of the allegatighs made by it?

Mr. Mofagu : The answer of the first part is in the affirmative ;
to the second, Amritsar, Gujranwala, Kasur, Lahore, and Ahmed-
abad. As regards the last part of this question I would refer the
hon. Member (o the Report of the Congress Suh-Committee,

HOUSE OF COMMONS—13th May 19206

Amritsar Hunter Report

Captace JI'. Benn asked the Prime Minister when the Hunter
Report will be published !

Myr. Clynes asked the Lord Trivy Seal whether he will
give au early day after the iecess to discuss the Report of the
Hunter Commission regarding the Amritsar incident : and whether
if a definite Motion is placed on the Paper, he will allow the
discusgiop to take place on that Motion and not on a Motion for
the Adjournment’

Mr. Bonar Lar: 1 am informed that these papers will he pub-
lished hefore Parliament re-assembles. The subject can be raised
on a Supply day on the salary of the Secretary of State,

HOUSE O COMMONS — 19tk May 1920,
Legislative Council | Committees ;

Mr. Swan asked the Scerctary of State for India whether he is
aware that during the last sessions of the Imperial Legislative
Council, the Ilonourable Mr. Patel and the Honourable Mr. Chanda
ware not included on any Select Committee on Government Bills
or any other Commitiee appointed hy Government during the Ses-
sions ; that during the whaole soasion the lonourable Pt. Madan
Moban Malaviya and the Honourable My. Khaparde were taken only
on one Committee ; and whether the Governsment of India have of
late adopted a pelicy of exclpding as far as possible prominent Gon-
gress men from all Committees ! :

Mr. Montagu: 1 do not know whether the statemeats ats
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correct ;- I would deprecate discussion in' this Houee as to the per. -
somnel of the Committees of the Legislative Council in India.

Amnesty of Poliflcal Prisoners.

Mr. Swan asked the Secretary of State for India whether the
Government of India have given, or propose to give, to Savarkar
brothers of the Bombay Presidency the benefit of the Royal amnesty ;
whether one of the brothers had submitted two petitions, one in
1914 and another in 1917, offering his services to the Government
duriug the War, and praying that a geweral ampesty be granted to
all politieal prisoners, '

Mr. Montagu : The answer to the first part is in%he negative ;
to the second, in the affirmative,

General Dyer.

Mr. Swan asked the Secretary of State for India whether ho
will state the different posts and places to which General Dyer was
uppointed after the Jallianwalla Bagh firing ; what was his remu-
neration before the firing ; aud what was his remuneration at the
date of his resiguation !

Mr. Montagu: Brigadier-General Dyer was in command of
16th (Jullurdur) Brigade prior to the disturbances at Amwri‘sar, and
thiz was his substantive appointment up to the time when he return-
ed to this country. He served with this brigade during the Afghan
operations, and on its return from field service he was posted to
officiate in command of the Ith Infantry Brigade in the Khylar
Pass, and this was bis actual command when he left Indis, His
pay throughout has heen that of u brigade commander.

Gold Importaticn ‘ Restrictions. .

«Mr. Lunn usked the Secretary of State for ndia whether the
restiictions on the iwmport of gold into Trdia !y the publie still con-
tinue and what are the rearons for the contirusarce of the same ;
whe' ¢ Indian industrial and ccwmereis]l opinion bas protested
against the continuance of sueh resirictions ; whether, us a credifor
country with a favourablo balarce of trade in bher favour, Ir dia is
artitled to receive in gold the halance due to her by other countrier ;
and what iz the total amount of profit made by the Government
of 1ndia on th " gold transactions ?

Mr. Montagu: There is undoubtrdly a considerable ieeling
in India in favour of a4 removal of the restrictions which it has been
thought necessary to continue in respect of the import of gold ,or
the reasons given in the announcement of which T am sending u
copy to my hon. Friend.” The announcement recognires the removal
¢f present control a: an ohjective of currency poliey in dndia, The
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oa, tinn of profit on the -pold: trandactions . of the Goveramwent o
%74 ix com.dieated by exchange considerations ; taking these tran:
saetions ag & whole, the Goveryment of India estimated that for
the year 1920.21 a net loss would acerue. I am also sending to
my hon. Friend a copy of the reference to the subject in the Govern-
ment of India's budget.

Fiscal Policy [Commission.”

~ Mr. B, Richard:on asked the Secretary of state for India whe-
ther he will lay upon the Table the correspondencoe which may have
taken place between the Govermment of India and himself on the
question of IgiPerial Preference !

Mr. Montage: The communications wbich have passed be-
twan the Government of India and myself on this subject were of
g * n'idential character and I do not think that any useful purpose
w 1"1 I be served by their publicatidn, especially as I understand
that the Government of Iudia are now cousidering the sdvisability
of appointirg a Commission to cousider the whole questiou of the
future tiscal policy of India.

Currencey.

_ Mr. Lunn asked the Secretary of State for India whether he is
aware of the great dissatisfaction prevailing in 1ndia on the action
t.ken iy the Government of India on the recommendations of the
My 'y Report of the Indian Currency Committee ; whether the
r vommendatin s wera  pullished in the Government of India
Gazoette, or in auy other way, in ordes to euable the Indian publie
to consider the effect of such recommendations . and whether the
policy. was undertaken with the entire concurrence of the Govern-
ment of Tidia !

Mr. Montuge - 1 s sware that the action tuken on the Report
has been criticised in e-rtain guarters in India. The nature of the
suhjoct was such as to require artion immediately on publication of
the Revorr, and as was done in the case of the closing of the mints
in 1843, the decisions arrived al were put into effect without pro-
vious notice. The Goveirrment of ludis concurred in the main
recommundations in the Majority Report which forms the basis of
the prosent policy.

Franchise Rules | ‘W, ge-Earning Classes,

My, B, Lichardsen asked the Secretary of State for India
whetber, in the opinion of the Goverument of India, the practical
applicativu of the recommendation of Lord Selborne’s Committee
to seeurc better representation of the wage-earning claseses in India
is attended with didiculties : whetber they propose to reatrict
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anoh Whtm ‘to. two - ¢ities' only in- the. whole of lndm o

the Provineial Councils; whather he is aware that the problem
:s 10 lm urgent in ‘many clh& such as Madras and Ahmedabad,
than in the cities of Calcutta ani Bombay, and that the Govern-
ment of India has even refused to call for the Report of the
Bombay Government on the question of providing representation
of the wage-earning class of the city of Ahmedabad ; whether the
Bombay Government, in their origival franchise pmposals submitted
to the Franchise Committee, included all persons earning Re. 250
anmaally ; and if so what dfficulties do the Governmenboi India
anticipate if those proposals were accepted ?

Mr. Montagu: With regard fo parts 1, 2, and’&oi the gues-
tion, I have not yet received the Governmeut of India’s final
proposale for franchise rules under the Act of 1919, which will
embody their views on this ,question, but from informal communi-
cations I understand that tbey do anticipate difficulties. I hope
to receive these draft rules very shortly aud submit them in dua
course to the Joint Select Committee and to Parliament,

With regard to parts { and & of the question, I understand
that this is not a correct statement of the ocase, sud that what
happened was that in endeavouring to work out a basis for deeision
as to the number of members to represent each distriot on thes
Bombay Provincial Council, the Bombay Goverument adopted
as one of their experimental tests an income of Rs. 250 in order
to gain some rough idea of the number of voters each distriet
might be expocted to econtain. I do not understand that this
test was even put forward asa definite proposal for a voting
(ualification,

Rate of Exchange _Sterling Transfers |

*Mr. Charles Edwards ashed the Secretary of State for India
what is the total amount of Reverse Council Bills sold Ly the
Govenment of India since the new policy of fixing the rate of
exchange on the basis of the London New York rate was introduced,
such amount to include remittances made to this country through
the Post Oftice ; out of what funds is paymeut being made here
againet such bills ; what was the rupee equivalent at which theza
funds were accumulated and stood in the books ; what is the rupes
amount now reslised by such sales; what is the total loss inocurred
so far bar the Govenment of India by these sales; and against.
whnt is it to be debited !

- Mr, Montagu : The total amount of “Reverse (.ounotl Bills”

or  gtarling transfers, sold since Dth February, 1920, is about
#30&00 000. . Remittauce through tho Post Office during February,
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Maroh and April, amounted 9 abeut £2,000,000. Payment:sgaist
these transiors is being made from the Paper Currensy Reberve
sud from Treasury. The funds hsld in the Paper Currency Reserve
stand in the books at 3 rupee équivalent of Rs. 15 equel to £1.
These funds, as also the Treasury holdings, were laid down in
Londen at rates of excbange varying from ls, 4d. to 2s, four and
balf pence. The rupee amount realised by the sales of reverse
mentioned above is approximately Xs. 23 orores. The preeise
loss cannot DLe caleulated, as the funds held in England cannot
Le earmarked against particular remittances from Indis. ¢ifess
having been effected, as just mentioned at varying rates. More-
over, it will in any case be .necessary, as recognised by the Currency
Committee, to 1evalue the sterling boldings of the Government
on the basis of a 2s. rupee. On this basis the net loss on the
sales as measured in sterling is approximately £7,000,000, represen-
ting the difference bLetween remittances at 2s and the rates actually
nealised by the sales, The net loss incurred by reason of the
high rate at which these remittances were etfected will ultimately
be debited to revemue which will per contra profit by the fact
that uuder the new policy the Government of Iudia will be able
to make the remittances neoesary for the purpose of meeting
spheir sterling expenditure in this country al a far more favourable
rate than was lormerly the case. In this connection it may be
meantioned that the rise in exchange above the rate of 1s. 4d. on
which the Goverrment accounts have hitherto been based, led,
in the years 1917-19, tu an oxchairge gain on the Government's
total remittances of about £ &,000.000,

Amnesty

Mr. R, Llichard<on asked the Secretary of State for India
whother ba will Jay upon tha Table, & statement giving the number
of all th. political oenders, nc.u:h’:g the deteuves, internees,
State prisoners, aid parsons convieted under the Indian Penal
Cods or otherwise confived in gaols or lLept under restrictions in
anch province in India and in the Andanians on the 23rd Decem-
Lor, 1919, their origiual sentences or periotis of restriction ordersd
by the executive ; the period undergone by each ; the number of
those who were releused under the Ammesty Clause of the Rbyal
Proclamation; and the number and names of those to whem benefit
of the royal amnesty has Leen refused, with the reusons for such
refusal .in each case?

hir. Montaga : The foilowing figures ave taken fromx the

statement made by the Secretary to the Government of. Tnda m
the Imperial Legislative Council on the 24th February
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Total avmber releassd under the amriesty. v 1288
OF these there were : S
(4} State prisoners under Regdjation I 8- 1818 94
(b) Restricted under the Defence of India Rules .. 369

(¢) Restriction under the ingress into India Ordigance.
{d) Porsonis who had heen convioted of offances asa.il!lttbu

State, . 5e
(8) Persons oconvicted in 1hc dmturl:mncas of Mamh and April
1919, .- 727

By companson of these ﬁguwa with an earlier return, I gather
that the numbers in each of the abm«a classes not released was on
that date as follows : (@) 40 ; (1) 9 : (»)— {4} 55 : (+) 115. 1have
not inquired the names of thnse pcrmna, His Majesty's Proclama-
tion diretted the Viceroy to exercise clemency in the fullest measure
which in his judgment was compatible with tha public safety.

Army and Public Services (Increased Pey)

Mr. Lurn asked the Seeretary of State for Indian whether he
will state the financial etfects of the recent increases in the remune-
ration for the Indian Medical Service, the Indian Police Service, the
Indian Educasional Service, the Indian Civil Service, and the
Indian Army, and lay wupon the Table the ocorrespondence on the™
subject betweers him and the Government of Inaia on the subject?

Mr. Montagu: The approximate cost per annum of the increases
of pay which have been ranctioned is estimated to he-

£
Indian Civil Service - 360,002
Indian Police Service 130,000
Indian Educational Service ... 100,000
British officers of Indian
Army and of British troops in India ... 1700,000
Indian Medical Service 3 260,000

The correspondonce is very voluminous, and I do not propose to
lay it Yefore the House, The usual course is for the Governmeit of
India to announce the decisions arrived at (n the form of Restliitions
promulgsted in India. This is, I think, the most convenient procediire,

Mr. B. G. Horniman.

Hr j ADamson asked the Secretary of State for Indis wbdﬁnr
he hae received from Mr. B. G. Horniman a letter controvertlag the!
charges made against him by the right hon. Gentleman in this House
nwm Msy, 1919; whether he prontised to send Mt. Horniman s
' raply to this letter, but afterwards wrote to lim sying
that hp preferted to deat with the matter-in Parliament; whetier, in
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t&#mm.:m he will agrée to’ Mr. Horniman's mqw{ouin
of these charges by a Parlismentary - Committes ; and
,u, whether he will make' a Mbtion before the House: riaoa for the
i t of a Committee for that purpose ?

"My, Montagu : 1 received a letter form Mr, B. G. Homimsn, and
W oomdared reply was that any controversy which ‘might ariee
about the statements I have made in this House shonld be conducted
in the House itself. I am prepared to explain or justify here these
statements if they are called in cuestion. But there is, in my
opiuion, no need of inquiry, o

Government of India Act [Draft Rules] Ordered :

“That a Select Committee of Seven Members be appointed, to
join with s Committee to be appointed by the Lords, to revise the
Dradt rulos made under the the (overnment of India Aet, 1919.”—
Ftoolonel Gibbs.)

" Mution made and question propased, that Mr. Ackland, Mr.
Bennett, Sir Henry Craik, Mr Montagu, Mr. Ormsby Gore, Sir J, D.
Rees, and Mr. Spoor be Members of the Committee. —[Colonel Gibds.]

"~ Uolonel Yute: I object to this for the reasons which 1 gsvathe
other day. In my opinion the Secretary of State should give
evidence before this Committee and not be a Member of the Commit-
tee. He should not be both counsel, judge and jury. 1 lodge my
protest againat the appointment of this Committee and the appoint-
ment of the Secretary of State and the Under Secretary of State as
Members of it, aud I beg to move: ‘“That the Secretary of State be
not appoiuted.” '

The Secretary of State for 1lndia (Mr. Montagu): I would
remind the hon. and gallant Gentleman that his protest was more
appropriate when it was first made, when the original Committee
was appointed to consider the Bill. He then made hie protest and
House decided against him. The rules which are to be revised by
this Committee are part of the Bill. They arise out of the Bill, and
it wonld be most unfortunate, having regard to the great importance
of time, to delay matters by a change in the personnel of ¢he
Committee of Gentlemen who have devoted their attention to the
rules, who are familiar with all the process which relate to gllt
rules being framed and incorporated in the Bill iteelf, I'sm afraid
that I can never convince my hon. and gallant Friend, and therefore
1 will not go on trying.

.. Question put, and agreed to.

Ordared, “That the Comm:tbea have power to send for perséns
papers, and reoords.

© Ordered that “Five be the quorum,”—{ Colonel Gl&ba]
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Hunter Report [Evidence].

Mr, Inskip asked the Prime Minister whether the Hunter
Report will be issued with the dyidence ; and whether, in view of
the desirability of giving ample time for the perusal and study of
the evidence, there is any objection to the immediate issue of the
Report with the evidence, in order that it may be available before
the Whitsuntide Recess ?

Mr. Bonar Law : The evidence will be made available to Mem-
bers who wish to study it as soou as the Report is presented. No
oifort is being spared to minimise delay, but I fear it will not he
possible to present the Report hefore the early puret of next week,

University Franchise-——Waomen.

Mr. Luwnn agked the Seevetary of State for 1odia whether it is
proposed  to include women graghuates of seven years’ standing in the
clectoral rolls for university seats in the local Legislative Conneils ;
and whether Lord Sciborne’s Commitice has recommended the giviug
of the vote in the University constituencies to all graduntes of seven
years stauding irrespective of sex.

Mr. Montagu: I give the hon. Member the reply which was
given ou hehalf of the Gevernment of India to this sume question
when it was put in the lndian Loegislative Council during the
last session :

“(e) No. As rccommended by the Joint Committee, provision
will be made in the rules nuder Section 7 (1) (8) of the Government
of India Aet, 1919, for their inclusion in any proviuee in which the
Liegislative Couneil inay by Rerolution so recommend.

“(e) The Joiut Committee recommernded that the franchise for
tho Wniversity seats shoald b extended to all graduates of over
seven years' standing, but the Government of India understand
that® this recommsndation, which does mnot include the last three
words in tho hon. Memher's quostion, is subject to the general
proposal of the Committes in regard to the admission of women to
the franchise.”

HOUSE OF COMMONS—S8th June 1920.
General Dyer.

Mr. Quwynne asked the Secretary of War whether the question
of Dyer's conduct whilst in command in India has been referred to
the Army Council ; if so, when and with what result. ;

My, Churchill : Yes Sir; as is stated in the published despatch
of the Sacretary of State for India to the Viceroy on this subject,
the circumstances of the case of General Dyer have been brought
to the notice of the Army Council by the Secretary of State for

b8
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Indis, Secondly, the Commander-in-Chief in ‘1ndia bas racommend-
ed ‘that General Dyer should bga rétired from the Army, Thirdly,
General Dyer himseli has writfen to the War Office réquesting to
be allowed tn make a further statement. A preliminary disctission
has taken place in the- Army Council, and it has been decided to
allow General Dyer to submit in writing the further statemeut which
he wishes to make.

- (olonel Buwrn: Is the opinion of the Army Council in unison
with the opinion expressed in Lord Hunter's Report ?

Mr. Churchill: It would be improper for the hon. and gallant
Gontleman to ask questions in regard to confidential business of a
Council of this churacter, and it would ecertainly be very improper
for me to offer him any enlightment.

The Punjab—Aris Act

Mr. Swan asked the Secrotary of State for India whether, after
the Toyal Proclamation, the District Magistrate, Jullunder, in the
Punjab, has refused to renew licenses under tho Arms Act to several
applicants on the ground that they had attended the Indian National
Congress, which he suid had passed seditious resolutions ; whather
he refused to forward to the Government of the Punjab a represonta-
tion on the subject made by the Jullunder Distriet Congress Com-
mittee, on the ground that that body was irresponsible and Self-
constituted ; whether a series of questions on this suljeet, of which
notices were given by several members of the Indian Legislative
Couuncil, were disallowed by His Excelleney the Prgsident during the
last session : and whethor ha proposes to take’ any action in the
matter ?

Mr, Montagu : 1 have no information heyond some complaints
made in the Press. ! will make inquiries.

HOUSE OF COMMONY, Gth June 1920,
General Dyer

My, Gwynne asked the Nccretary of State for India whether
General Dyer resigned his command in India voluntarily ; if not,
wheo asked him to resign ; and was any reason given !

The Secretary of State for India (Mr. Moutagu) : The Com-
-mauder-in-chief informed Gencral Dyer that he accepted the sdplu-
#fons ‘of the Hunter Commission in regard to the occurrencss at
Amﬂt.mr, and du'ected him to resign his s.ppomtment. as Brigade
Commshder.

Commander ‘Bellasrs : Was Qeneral Dyer supphed with legal
amistance at this inquiry ?

Mr Montagu : T do not. think so.



