
The Indian Loan Bill 
HOUSE OF COMMUNS-29TH MARCH-liTH APRIL 192! 

On 29th March 1922 the House (Slttlllg in committee) devotlld 
all hour to the Indian Loan Bill. The Unoer·Sery of State movllcl a 
resolution to autborise the Sec. of Stato to raisA slims flat oxceedlIlg 
£ 50 mllhons for the service 01 the GO\ t of Il1lha (for lhilwny deve· 
lopmellt) on the securities of the revennes of IlJola Lord WllltertotJ 
I'xplained that that wa8 110 new step A number of sImilar aot~ had 
been passod prevlOu~ly, the last being in 191!), the proceeds from whioh 
.""uld not have 8ufficed untJ!now except that the War d!lIByed the 
cl\rrying out of capItal expendIture on flulways and Irrl~atlOn. The 
measnrll was thus largely a mflttel' of rontllle and was in no way 
conr-ectad with the IlldlfUI bud~et ExphLlning that Ullder the 
orlglllal Governmeut of ludl!!. Act money cOllld only be raised III 

the U lilted K\IIgdom to all extellt a.lthorised by the House of 
Commoll8, Lord WlUlerton declined that the prevJOu~, unexpended 
borrow\llg powers had fallell below SeV911 mllliolis. The present 
resolution IIIcreased the power to [i0 altbougb there was no question 
of borrowwg the whole amount immedulotely. India's present financial 
dlffiuultles were the result of world·wlde causes in no way peculiar to 
Illdla Both the GoverUlllcnt of India and the India Offioe were fully 
alIve to the Importance of rostorlng the budget's eqUlhlmum. 

The hon Mr. Alexander Shll.w 8ald that before the money WIlS 

voted the House ought to be IlJformerl whether 1\ determined Ilffort 
was belllg made to put Indian railways all an economic baSIB He 
also suggested that the House was entitled to know what provisions 
the Government of Ill(1Ia was maklllg to doal With the financial 
positlOn. 

Lord Wlllterton III reply salll the whole sum probably woulIl 
1I0t be raISed for lour or five years and ,yould not necessarily be 
rImed here. He deprecated Mr. Jack J ones' contentIOn tbat tho 
raIlways of Iudla were maluly used lor strategIc purpoees and he 
declared that Indian raIlways h~ been respollslble for SilVIUg the 
hV~8 of tbOU81luds of people th.-OUlb the devoted efforts of Indiall 
and British CIVIl Sflrvants Lord Wmterton admitted tbat the 
purchase 01 m,ltenals ill Engla.lld was a very Important 'jUestlou 
but he was unable to give a pledge in thiS COllllaXlon 10 view of the 
Indian Legislative Auombly's resolution Lord WllIterton a.ddod 
that with Improved world trade he hoped that the eXlstllig taxation 



INhlA iN P JBLt.df811T (H. or 00118. 

would yield a greater amount than at present. H. tbus hoped that it 
would be unnecalsary to impose furtber taxation aa a relult of tbe 
raising of tbele JoaD8. 

On the report stage of the Indian loan resolution in Common., 
Mr. A. M. Samuel said he tbought tbe money migbt be raised in a 
better way tban proposed and suggested that Indian finanoes were 
now being handled In the most unsatisfactory mannar. 

Colonel Ward was anxious for the monetLto be spent in Britain 
and not Germany He was not a free trader to sucb an idiotic 
extent, be added, as to say that English investors should lend 
money to another pal't of the Empire for the purpose of destroying 
British trade and employment. 

Earl Winterton replying diasipated tbe idea that tbe 00 million 
loan would be immediately put on the Market. 011 the oontrary 
the Indian Government might not come to any immediate intention 
to U8& any part of the present renewal and its borowing powerl 
might suffice for seven yean. As regBrds the purchases of material 
the Indian Government WIU bouDd to give attention to tb6 rS8olutioD 
palsed by the Indian LegISlative AS8embly in September last 
regardiDg buying in the cheapest market. He would be 8 bold maD 
who would say that the resolutIon could be absolutely ignored. 
There was no reason whatever to suppose thllt a very large pertion 
of the matenal would not be purchased III Brlt,ain as heretofore. 

The resolutioll was adopted by the House and the 1BIII embody· 
ing the terms was read for the first time. 

011 AprIl 4th, on the motioll for the second readlDg of the 
Indian Loan Bdl, Earl Wllltertoll took. pains to impress upon the 
members that there was a likelihood of the hulk of the money being 
spont In Britain a8 heretofore Ho quoted figures shOWing that the 
railway expenditure of IndlcL for 1921 22 comprlSod eleven million 
aterlillg under Bl'lti&h contracts aud only 11>7.000 sterling foreign. 
}i~arl Wmterton categorically stated that the introduction of the 
Bill was III DO way related to tho Indian Government's budget 
defiCit. It had been drafted weeks before the Budget discussion 
occurred. He emphaSiSed the fact that fifty mllholl sterling 
contemplated UDder the Bill was IIItended pura]' as capital 
expenditure and had no conneotion whatever with the Budget 
deficit and he pointed out that tie amount ollly represented one 
half of the Bum which the Indian GO\Ullment would require in 
oonnectlon with the railway programme, and as hitherto a consider· 
able amount of the balance would be ralScd III Iudla. Earl Wiuterton 
quoted the Acworth Committee'e Report aa approved by the Legiel .. -
tlve Assembly in support of rsumg the loan. . 
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Next day. in the Oommittee stage on the Iadian Loan BiU. 

Lieutenant Wilfrid Sugden protested againlt the Government of 
India', having preferential treatment If, the London Money Mark&t 
on the groulld that it would t&ile tbe price of money at the time 
wbell BritIsh induBtry partloularly Deoded cheap money. He 
declared that 10Dle Indlall firms made profit, si:r times the amount 
of the abare capItal in the laet two years. Inili'lns themselves were well 
able to fi nance the loaul more thaI! tbey bad promised to do. 
Indian rlulw&y freights should be raised IUld railways ahould be 
made to pay. 

Earl WlIlterton emphasised the fact that the Government 01 
India were lIot asking for prefflrelltial treatmeut. He pointed out 
that the GOft'rnmsut 01 ludia were compelled by & long established 
r,lle, whIch might be abolisbed, to do what 110 other borrow 109 

au~borit.y bad to do, lIamely, to get permiBHon before they could 
borrow lU Ellgl&lId. What Lleut. Sugden seemed to have in mind 
wal the {,UrChaBe of materials III Great Urltaln It was a very rlifficult 
and delicate subject He was anXlOlI~, on the one hand, to satllly the 
legitimate public OpUIIOll, and, on t he other band, to oonslder the in
terests of the Go\'ernmellt of [!,dla at 0118 of tne moat critioal timl'8 
ill its hlltory, and what Wa$ even more important to consider the in
terest and very clearly expressed Wishes 01 the people of India. 

Earl WlUtertoll went on to sav that 110 body suggested tbat 
Routb Africa or other DomllilOn burrowers in Englalld should be 
obhged to purchas8 m!ltenall1l England He emphasised the faot that 
to eonvey the ImprcBBlon that thtl members had put pressure on the 
Secretary of State for IndIa to 1nSI~t on the OovflrnmcHit of India's 
purohaslJlg all theIr reqUlremellts III England would be mont barmful 
and would deleat the object of promotlllg the good Indo-British 
oomm6rcial feeling. It would play Ilito the hanns of the Extremi8ti, 
who would 86y that we were makiul: IndIa a close preserve for the 
BrltJ8h trade, alld It would stultlly the effortl 01 thos8 ID India who 
were doing their utmost. to support tbe general alld trade position 
of Brltl8hsrs here, The figures of IlJdlan purrhases HI Ellgland did 
not wdlcste tbat BrltlHh workmen were havlllg much dlffioully in 
oompeting witb foreign !'IVRls. He had not the slightelt doubt that 
much 01 the money railed would be Spllllt In England. If the HOUle 
Wished to bring about the purcbaee8 of an tllcreaslIJg amount of Indiall 
rail way material there, I t would be far better to leave it to the 
ordlD"ry operatIOn 0/ the coutract ayatem utabhehed by the Govern
meut of IDdia, which had N18ulted in tbe purchallea of au euormoul 
vroportion of Britilih compared With loreign good •• 

Among the strong criticisms marle III the oourse of the debate, 
olle cllowe from Mr_ G. Terrtlll who was shocked at tbe Idtta. that thll 
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High Commillioner sboulif be instructe'li to but .tor •• for IDdilt ia 
the cheapelt market. The view expres8ed oy him and oth~ 
members was thl\t if the Government 01 India weot for aut.hority 
to Srltain to ralBe a loan ill England, It would ollly be fair~ 
ImpORe the condltlOll that the money raitle6 III that OQo"",. 
should be spellt there alolle, and not ID Germany or any otfler 
country where the collapsed exchange enabled iortligll producea to 
undercut BrItISh prices. Colonel Ward \t&l one of tbe fo~ost 
in urging that the consequenoe_ of thls would bo fo deatroi 
British trade ill Indll~ and to enlarge the area of uuemploYI.JI8Dt 
in Britaiu. • 

011 the other hand Messrs Jack Jones and N. Maclean took 
the labour view of tbe matter II.lId wall ted to know for what pnrp6 ... 
precisely the money was wanted. Is the mOlle~ want,ej ~ .repeat. 
III IndIa whut has already been dOlle III Jrelauo1 a.sked Mr. Jonaa: 
If these mlillon1l were really r~qUlred. he beheved tba.t the 'Pepple 
of India, gIven the opportulJlly, \\oolld be able to reue It for all 
essential raIlway facIlJtles, III tb.e connection he delivered t~!\ 
truth of WhlOh the Rouse of Com mOils takes httle 1I0te, namaly, 
that the Government of IndIa Iq 1I0t the government of. tt.e peo~Je 
of Iudla, He bade the House remember tbat It was a goYr-niment 
imposed upon the peoplll wllhou~ thlHr consent, the majorily'\6villl 
practically 110 vOIce III or colltrol 01 what they were iorced tc. roa'tu· 
tallJ. He called attelltlOu to the gleat poverty of the IudlalJ l'tl~61&Y.t, 
who was tr.xed, he said, to a greater rxtellt than lillY persoll \PI the 
world III comparIson to hiS meaue Thess were the people who, for 
the 11108t vart, would have to dnd the Interest and make up tbe 
defiCiency Wby 1I0t give Ibe people.of llidia power 10 raillll tlnNr 
OWII mOlley 1 Silid Mr Joues. LOId WIIJtertoli IlIterposed the rl.'ltIark 
that thiS wsa what the resolution before tbe House would do. Mr. 
JOlles dented I t. I t would merely gl va the power to a comparatl valy 
small sectIOn to lllfilct lurther lillancisl burdens UpOIi Indlll He 
reIterated the fight of ludla 10 colilrol 118 own desllllies sud the 
rlllht of Its people to express themselves accordJllg to the prillClplell 
of democraoy. 

Mr. A M. Samuel, Sir J. DRees, SIr T Bennett and Mr. 
J. J Lawson (a Labour M~mber) opposed tbe lmpOBI1l01l of stipula' 
lIons rt'gardlUg the purchase of goods III Englalld Sir T. Bennett 
urged that oare should be t>1ken lest color should be given to the 
charge tbat Englaud was explOllwg ltHlIa alld lest they collided 
With the LegISlative Assembly of IndIa. 

The Bill was finally passed by tbe Houee. On April 12th the 
Lords palled the BIll Without dl~CUS8iofl and then Royal aSlent wa.· 
ilven to the East ludla Loans Act. 
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The R~gnation of Mr. Montagu 

HOUSE OF COMMONS 

9TH MARCH 19f! . 

Mr. Aubrey Herbert !lsked whethor tho Impel'llll or hulian 
Obllllirnmel4t had approved of tho publication of the latter's despatoh 
1IP~'i!f 'modi~catlonB to the Treaty of Sevrea. • 

~ Chamberlain (the Leader of the House) said that a tele
-.r"1a from Delhi Wall published by the Indian Govtlrnment with the 
.rtition of Mr. Montag'l and t.hat no other Minister ban been ~on· 
'wlted. Be abstained from commenting 011 the matter of the telegram. 
IIIolllh the terms exoeoded even the demauds of the warmest frumd. 
01 thll-Tul\k'. The publication of such n pronouncement, without the' 
oheultl&tiorl or cOllsent of tbe Cabillet, raised a different que8tion, 
and thie was all the more importaut becau$e It was on the eve of the 
Conftlrence in Paris when thtne ~eemed to be a prOlpeot of layi,." 
thae.gasia of peace between the Turks and the Greeks. The 
G""ernment was unable to rocollcile the pubhcation of tbe telegram 
on the 80le ro,pouBlblllty of tbe Cabinet Millister with the duty 
wbic)J all Govcrnmeuts of the I~mplre owed 9RIlh other 011 matters of 
lweri!\l concern. Mr. Cbamberlsl11 declared that Buch indepen.dent. 
dElV'atiolis destroyed tbe unit} of policy "'bieb was vital in forei,n 
strait'l, IUld gravely impenllen the 8ucoe88 of lmpending lIegotiation •• 
Mr. Montagu had tendered his resignation. (Loud aud prolonged 
Uuionist cheers, followed by a. wild exhIbition of indecent hilarity, 
erio., cat·eaUs, etc by the Die hards) His Majesty hod approved 
of its acceptance, but when the ForeIgn Secretary proeeeded to 
Paris to discuss the FAstern settlement with the Foreign mini.terl 
of F.ranoe aud Italy, It would be his object to arrive at a eplution 
elIuitable to all parties. He would give due weight to the opinion 
of Indian Muhammadlln8 as (lxpre8led by the Government of India, 
but he would not be able to hold himself down to accept an, 
solution submitted by that Government, 

After Mr. Cbamberlain had announCied Mr. Mont/IiU', t&fli,D' 

ation, Colonel Wedgwood .eked whether Mr. Monkln had resilned 
hefore or after tbe .ttlblieation of tbe document from tbe Governmellt 
of India. 
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Mi. Chamberlain .. il that Mr. Mon~'"W tendered Id. 

resignation to·day. 

[7'HE FOLLOWING IS TBJJ ILL-FATED TEL'GRAM 

The Govt. of India Telegraphic Despatch 

.. After ('ollRulting ami receiving tile general concurrence of tbf 
Goverllmtlllt of Madra8, Bombay, tile United Provillces, the Pu,,~alt, 

Blbar, and Orissa, the Central Provincea and Assam inclu.diQl 
their Millisters and the Frontier ndmlliistrlltiolls. the Governm~t 
of huha de8patched tho followlIIg telegrtl.ID regarrllllg thlJ revision 
of the Trl.'aty of Serves 10 H,e M.ljesty'a ~ecr6tary of Stato for InPfa 
011 tho 28th Februnry last '-

"011 the eve of tbe Orllco·Turklsh Conferellco we feel it oor 
Imperal "0 dllt.y to lay OIlCO moro boioro HI~ Majesty's OOVerl)lD8nt 
t be illtollsity of the it'eling 111 lrldla regarding the neoe.sitY for. a .. 
revision of t.he Trenty of Stlf\·es. W 0 are fully ahve to the ~m· 
pln:ity of the problem and the conflict of the Interests that blve to 
be ('ollsidl'red. But !mlhl'8 serVloes ill the Great War, and more 
8speollilly III Meeopohlmio. and Palostille, where SUCCOBS waa lar,&I" 
aohieved by her army wIth Its complement of Moslom soldiers, the 
vastness 01 hllr Moslem populntion. the llltellse Rtirrlllg of reli,ioul 
feeling ovor tbe TurkIsh qnestion amallg it, tbe large deg~f 
support the Indum Moslem callSO is receIYing from India at l~
all these entitle ber to cl"'lm the lltmost conSideration of ber .,. 
pirat.iolls and their fullUment in so far BS they are just, equitable .nd 
reaijonable. 

"We are 001180iou8 tbat It may be impossible to lati.fy India'" 
expeotat.lolls in their entirety, but We urge upon Hie Majelt,', 
Ooverilmellt throe points which, due proviaions baving been made 
for aafo·gllardlllg the neutrality of the Straite and the Beouri.., of ta.. 
nOli Turkillh populatiol'll, we urge &S of the lirat importalloe, 6ftt. 
Ilvacuat,oll of Constantinople; second, the Sultan's luzeraint, ewer 
the Holy Place8, tbird, restoration of Ottoman Tbrace including 
the sacred Moelem city of Adrianoplo and the unreserved reato .... 
tion 01 8m~rlla. 
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"W. earneetJJ tmat that Hi. Majeaty'. Government will give 

thele IWIpirations all poeaible weight, for their fulfilment i8 of the 
greatelt jm~taboe t4> India!'] 

" Mr. T. P. O'Connor asked whethel'''Ih oarly opportunity would 
be given for thE' dilClU8Iwn of the despatch and the poltey of tbe 
Government in the Near East. 

Mr. Cl.amberlain mid :-Of oourse, if it is the general wish of 
the BOUI8 to di80uis the policy of the Government, I must endeavour 
to find an opportunity, but I would earne.tly preS8 upon the Houlo 
that the di8llUssion of policy or Bction to be taken by British repro
tentativel at the Paril Conference, before that Conference takes 
p1aoe. cannot serve til. public interellt. Succesaful conduot of 
n{lgotla.tions is impossible if the Government are tD be .,klld before 
ontering the Conference to state exactly what is to be the outcome. 

Mr. Asquith Baid, "Is the House to Illldefstand that t,his very 
important document was published and commullicated to the press 
oli'the 801e authority of Mr. Montagu 1 Mr. Asquith WOlit on to 
SIl)': We have on paper to day a motioll for diSCUSSion 011 tbe 
Middle East supplementary ostlmates, and I suggost thllt tho 
opinion of tho Houso 011 that matter may be very largely afT,'cLod hy 
this pronounoement and action of tho Government UpOIl It. It 
would affeot vitally, if it were adopted in any sense by the Govorn
ment, the wholo future 0f that part of the world, and 8hl111 wo not 
be rather embarrassed in tho discussion If wo don't kuow Govorll
ment's attitude 1 

Mr. Chamberlain said' Mr. Asquith is corroct in illtorprolil1K 
my ..... wer which was expliCit The document was published by 
Mr. Montagu on bis sole responsibility without oonsultation With 
any other Cabinet Minister. I don't think that if the Houso wishod 
dilODlrion on the Middle East and as Mr. Churchill iB prepared to 
make a general statement that it would be prejudiced In any wny 
by thi. vel')' regrettable incident. I hllove st.ated the attlLl1l1o of 
Hi. Majesty's Government towards tho Conferenoe ill Pllrll, !\Illl I 
deprecate preuilll the Government for more explanawry statoment 
of their policy in anticipation of the Conference. A good deal of 
mieohief waa done at the previoul conference by deba.tes in other 
places with the oQject of plediing MinisLera to partioular 8olutiou. 
before they met the representativea of other nation •. 

Mr. GreetOD aaked wbetber, all the que8tion regardiug the 
Government of India \Yas involved in the Supplementary Eatimates, 
a day would be given lor the dilCu8Iion of the Indian side of that 
matter if it were generally de.ited. 
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Mr. Chamberlain replied 1 cannot accept Mr. Greeton's pro· 

mi8os. The Government of India is. entitled, iudeed, it is almost 
bound to put it~ viows bofore His Majesty's Goverllm~nt, and it. is 
quite entItled to ask that their views should be published. But 
tho questIOn of publication should have beeu reserved for the 
Cabinet's decision. The rospollslbllity had been taken by Mr. 
Montagu who authoIised publicaiio n. 

Major General Seely pointed oui the stafement appeared in the 
preS8 as eo Reuter's telegl·am. How is It sent as a Reuter telegram, 
he asked, atJd yet Mr. Montagll IS the only man to blame. 

Mr. ChamberlallJ stated that the Government of India bad 
Rsked that they mIght publish the telegram, and Mr. Montagu had 
authOrISed them to publish it in India. It had beell published in 
India and tl}leographed to this country. 

Question of Publication in India 

Replying to a [IUeation hy Mr. AsqUIth, MR CHAMlI~RLAIN. 
Bldd that the telegram wa~ 1'I1bhshed In Incii& beforo it reaolaed 
Mr. Montagu, 01' it had been oirculated. Presumably, it wal 
published In India yost.erdny, hut he dId not actually kuow. He 
allly assumed that, after SeblJlg the te]elirllm III the papers that 
morning, pubhcation ill IndIa WR9 Iluthomcd by Mr. Montagu 
and had led to hIS rosignatlOlI. 

Mr. G. Murray !lsked "hat form tho publication h&d taken. 
Was it a IIl'ooiamatlOn to thll pross 1 

Mr. Chamberlain replied that he did not know. 
Mr. Aubey Herbert emphasised the fact that he did not 

wish to embarrass the Govoruml}lJt or ~~lr Chamberlain in their 
VlOW8 af a serious poslt.jun, hut he asked whether Mr. Chamberlain 
was aware that men, hko Mr Horbert, klJE\w th~t this dIsaster 
Wl\S ('omlllS for the IJst two years, hilt the Goverum'3l1t had derlied 
all knowledge, whIle others had known exactly what the Govern
ment was going t.o do (Here tho speaker intervenes.) 

Mr Herbert asked If a d"y would be given for disoussion 
of the qllestlOIJ next week. Mr. Chamberlain was unable to promise 
that He said th$t he gathered that Mr Herbert wdnted to 
disouss the polley of British representatives in Paris which he had 
u,lrea.dy deprecated. 



The Montagu.LJyod George Correspondence. 

The following correspondence P8111ed between Mr. 
Montagu and Mr. L1yod George : 

INDIA OFFICE, WHIrEHALL. 
9TH MARCH, 19!2 

Dear Prime MlIlister,-Artor our conversation this morning I 
feel it to be my duty to ask you to convey With my humble duty to 
bis Majesty my resignation of the high office which I hold and to 
ask him to be graciously pleased to accept the SBme. 

When I received last week the Government 01 Iodi,,'s tele
,::ram eontallling tho views of the Government of India on tbe 
Turkish Peace, I circulated It to tbe Cabinet. It was only after I 
received an urgent telegram on Saturday, repeating the request 
for permissIOn to pubh~h and asking for lUI Immedlato reply, that 
I felt it my duty to accept the rospollslbllity of sanetioning 
publicat.ion 

It is meloullt to expla.in that I flu] not 8~ that Lime expect an 
early meetlllg of the Cnbllll't, and that, Indeed, what I read of the 
general pohtic'\l Situation lerI me to thInk that no Immediate 
Cabinet was likely to be held. 

It IS irrelo\'ant for those reaSOllS, that I cll(j 1l0t Bile In the cum
muuication from the Go\'ernmeut of lurila mUt,b, If anything, which 
had not been Bald by them 1\1)(1 011 t hell behallagain and agal1l liver 
sioce the Pel\co Conference. 1l1dll~ had boou gIven sepa.rate repre
sentatIon at the Peace COlifOlcllce, amI uavlIIg boen a party to the 
orIginal Treaty 01 Berres, I duJ lIot con COl ve It pOSSible that there 
IIhould be any IjUostlon lh,~t they would Hot bo allowed to etate 
their Hews upou a. l,uBatioll whIch [,0 Vitally alfocted the peace o{ 
India, nor dId I think that it was pO~Blblo or rIght to prevent them 
informing the people whom they governed of the viewlI that they 
felt it their dut,y to put forward on tholr behalf. 

The Governmeut of India would b/l tho first to acknowledge 
tb~ is tbe duty 01 His Ma.je~tY'R Government to take many wider 
~into consideratIon, and that peace cannot be achieved if tbe 
Indian poInt of view only IS c04Jsidered. TheIr object Wal, however, 
to eusure that the 111(111)11 poiut of VIew, amollg others, was given 
the fuUelt polilible CQu81del'llLtoll, &ud that Indlalla who were 10 



142 THE REslGNAfrON OF MR. MONTJGU (U. OF OOMS. 

gravely concerned about the futuro in the East, should know th&t 
their view!! were being put forwBrd by those who bad been granted 
the right to speak on their behalf. 

I bave been lully seized of the grave difficultiea which have 
relulted from the Treatyof Sevres in India, and 1 felt it to be my duty 
to do everythiug ill my power to support tbe Government of India and 
the Provincial Governments When, therefore, 1 was assured that the 
Government of India regarded the matter a8 "tllle (.f great urgency 
Bnd when I cOllsidered their request In this, as in all its aspects, with 
the recollectIOn of the many decisions of every class 01 sl1bject whioh 
the Government has fonnd It inevitable to take without discussion in 
the Cabinet, I felt and feo1 that I was justified in the action that 1 
took. 

I bolieve that there is much to be gained and little to lose by 
publicity In these matter, rmd that that was the reason why the 
representatives 01 India had bMn given lip tIll now the fuHest free
dom in expressing theIr opinions. 

I need hardly say how deeply I regret leavilJg the Government 
lind separating from the many ('olleagues to whose generous eel' opera
tion lowe so much. I have not the least doubt that, despite the 
difficulties and the dangers, the polley which, uuder your leader
Shl P. I WaS authOrISed to carry out III Iudla will win through to 
succoss. 

Yours sincerely 
Edwin Montagu. 

P.S.-I trUijt you will selld this l'ottor to the Press with a 
copy of my telegram of Monday whIch I s8nt in amplification of Lhe 
short sl1l1ctiolJlng telt'gram of Saturday. I anlJex a copy, 

The Prime Minister's Reply_ 

10 DOWNING STREET, WHITEHALL, S. W.l. 

My dear Montllgu, 
I have receIved your letter. loan only say that I much regr&t 

the circumstances which have made it npeessary for you to tender. 
and for me to advice His Majesty to accept, your resignation. 

That you were actuated In the course you pursued solely b, a 
sense of puhhc duty I do not for a moment doubt; neverthe}eaa. ~ 
fact remaiuB that, WIthout being urged by any preasing neot •• itr 
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&lid without eonaulting eitbel' tbe Cabinet,. or the Foreign Secreta117 
or IPJI8If. or In1 0,", of my colleagues, you 06uled to be published a 
toJ8Jl'$DI from the Vioeroy railing the qU8ltiODI wbose importaDt8 
extend. far beyond the frontierll of India or the rOlponlibilities of 
JOur office. Such action is totally Incompatible witb the collective 
relpousibility of the Cabinet to the Sovereign aod to Parliament, 
and I canoot doubt tbat on reflection you Will share my view tbat, 
after wbat baa ooourred, we cannot usefully eo,oporate in th~ lame 
Cabinet. 

1 must add. al you raise tho point in your letter, tbat the right 
of the Government of luella to at"te IlB viowa on the Eaatern 
queation 18 not and ha'J never been III dIspute. So far from resent
illg the e~prea8ion of Mubammedan opimon the BrItish Govern
ment bas afforded the IndIan Muhammedans every posBible opportu
mty of urgillg their VIews, Not only was lnrha fully represented ill 

the British Empire Delegation at the Peace Conferonce, bllt a 
Bpeci&l delegation of I lid 11m ~uhammedaJJ8 WBS then enablod, at 
ollr request, to lay theIr VIOWS before the Coullcll of Four . . , 

Neither at that time, lIor at any timo slIlce, has the Govern
mOllt of Ilidla or 1 ndi!>11 Muhnmmedall opinion ill general heen 
domed the fulle8t opportUlllty of stalIng tholr case for the cOll8ideo 

ation of tbe Cabinet. 

Tbe publication, WIth your sallctlOlI, of an official manifesto 
by the Goverllmont of IndIa rlmbS (1l1Ito 11Irreront consideratiolls. 
If the Governments of tho EmpJro werll nil to claim the liberty of 
publisbing indIvidual d~clara.tlOn8 on matters whirl! vitally affect tho 
relatiolls of the whole EmpIre with }<'oreign Powers, the unity of our 
foreign pohcy WOJld be broken nt OllCe, lind tbe very exi8tenee of 
tbe Empire jeopardised. The cOllstitutional impropriety of the 
precedel.t wbicb your action, If unrepulhated, would have set in 
this respect must surely bo appolrent to you a8 a mattor qlllto Ull

connected With the right 01 tho Government of India to urge its 
views on any particular Question, or thtl partIcular merits of the 
GovernmelJt's CRSO. 

The moment ch08en for your action is moreover indenfen.iLJo 
from tbe standpoint, which must govern our action, of broad im 
peri.1 inter~st. A conference on tbe Near East is about to take 
place. The questiQlIs that will be there discussed are of the utmost 
delicacy. The W011M of responsibIlity wbich the ForeIgn Secretary 
will b&ve to carry will, in liny oa80, be most serious, and your action 
b" added oonaidorablJ to t.he chfIicu!tll,ls 01 ~ t$l~ which was 
~adl difficult 8nough. 
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The public oon8equenC6fl of this course of action must innitabl)' 

be serious. Ita effeet UPOI! uur colleagues is, J need DOt sa)" painful 
in the extreme. but I am confident that eVAryb&dy and Dot least 
you yourself, will feel that howev~r painful, ciroumatanceB have 
made your resignation inevitable. 

Ever sinoerely, 
D. I.Ioyd George 

P.S.-I sboul(1 arld t hAt the PIl h\Jc[ltion of t.he telegram from 
youreaU tothe Viceroy, whIch YOll suggest, would ob\'lously aggravate 
the bad effects of t be mamfesto ahoady puulished and the Govern
ment thel'efore cannot COlIsout to such IJ, course. 



Mr. Montagu's Cambridge Speech 
11TH MARCH lEn! 

Mr. Moatalu, M P addr ... inl a meehlll of hi. conltiluentl a'tll. 
Cmnbrid,e l.Jber.1 Club on Saturday, the 11th March, ahernoon, delended 
hll action In publi.hlnlthe telegram from the Government of Indl. ",hich led 
to hi. re"lnahon 01 the office of Secretary of Stale for India Th, •• peech 
w .. the tubJect of an exclhnl controversy both 1ft Part..ment and oullida. 
A I • .,. number of Indian ttudentt were amonr; the audience. Mr MOhtrru 
taid . 

The ortbodox beglllliing of my speech to you should be "Ladies 
and Gentlemen," but I IIko to btlglll by ilaying that I Il.rldre8s you 
as m1 friends, men and womon, who have MU)ol by me and by 
wbo3e oonfidence I have dOllo the work I have done ever sillce 190(1 
I bave como hero to day for tho first tlmo for mally Ytll," n8 a fr(le 
~n to ask you wh!lt YOI1 thillk ahout It all, Rucl to lell you what 
I think about It 1111. ! beliovo, as I ha\o ou)y 80 rocolIl)y to/rl YOII, 
that tbe highest iutert'sts of the State demafIC1 thl\t wi LIberal. 
shollld work 011 a common platform, and should IIIvite the oo·oper· 
atlOn of all the forces in the ~tlLtO who Bra wIlhug to ,,'ork together 
cOll8lBtently for the comma II good by Slni<lllg or pmtpolllng ml!.u'eu 
of difWrencll, and work together t,o rosclIo thiS oountry !lnd thi. 
Empire from tbll ddfjeultlO8 which now confront liS. llut 1 am 
going to dev0to myself to day to the matter which 18 uppermost 
ill your mInd, and I am gOIng to explain to YOI1. dlspl!.~~lontltely, 
and 1 hope calmly, tbe cireumstlulccs which bl\\'e lod to my 
resIgnation 1108 " member 01 HIS Majesty's Government,. And I 
want to SIlY one worrl to the members of the Cambridgoshlre LIberal 
Allocia.tion who adopted me a8 their candIdate at the last eleotion. 
I want you, if you will, to consider what I am about 10 lay, and I 
want to &Saure you that if as a result of what I am going to lay, you 
wish it, my resigna.tion is in your bands. (Cries of "No.") 

Co· Operation With two Viceroys 

Do not come to a conclusion untIl I have told JOU about it. 
No". what is the fact 1 I have rellgned the Secretar1sbip of State 
for India and delivered the Seals 01 that higb office to Hia Majesty 
the King, whose de1"otioD to the intere.ts of his Indian Bubjeotl 
hal been the in8piration of my work for the last four years and I/o 

balf. (Cbeen.) Why have I done that 1 Well, firet J.e~' me 1&1-
bec.ule I bave summoned you bere as beiltJ entitled t.o knoW' wbat 
i. in my mind-l cannot te:J you tbe regret witb which 1 haye Jeft 

10 
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that office, tbe colleagues in it who have worked ",itb me and tbe 
colleagues in India who have worked with mE, I cast my mind 
back to my relations of intimate co· operation witb tbe two Viceroys 
-Lord Chelmsford l'nd Lord Readl1Jg. I have had a lifelong and 
paramount interest in the well· being of the II Iudum Empire j, and 
belief in the Indian people. 1 am cOllvinced that the polioy 1 
have been authorised to adopt is not only the right policy, but the 
only policy for the development of IndIa, 8n"d I have 0. conviction 
to-day that It WIll succeed, and that I', must succeed, and I deplore 
that I call 110 longer he offiCIally llssoclatod wIth It. 

Now I come to tho rea50llS. Tho officiul renson, whioh iff 
published in the newspapers as tho (hrect cause 01 my rosignation, 
IS that I bave been glllity of publishing to tho "'orld a telegram 
from tbe Government of lillha wIthout cOllE!ultation with my 
colleagues, and tbat, therofore, I bave ontraged that gloriou," 
Ilrllloiple of British Government which has been ~reasnrt'd by 8\l(l
CC881V8 Governments, and lIeVllr more thlUl by thIS Government, 
the dortrille of collectilo C.lhlfwt responslblllty I Clllinot bel, 
smillllg. (Laughter and cheers.) FIrSt of nil, I do not think 1 
have oul~8ged It W bot (lid I do 1 I recoh'ed a tole~m frotal 
the Governmont of IndIa ('xpre-slIlg thClr vIews Oil a very Important 
subject, alld 10 It there was a request to be allowed to pubhsh their 
,iews. ImmedIately, as SOOIl as I could get the necer;qll.ry copIes 
on Friday week last, I circulated tbat telrgrom to the members 
of HIS Majesty's Go\'ernroen L They had It ill their posse.· 
sion on Fflday evelllng. I lIever thought, and I do 1I0t tbink 
still, for reasolls wbich I will explalll to you later, thllt tbe que8tio~ 
01 Its puhllCatlOn, su far as I was concerned, was a matter for dis
C'JS81011 III t~o CalJlnet. Each man who holds hIS high ofhce is en. 
tltlod to the discharge at 1m OWII fisk of thIS re.ponslblhty to de
cide what he shnll bring be foro hIS rolloagucs, and who.t ho shall 
lJOt. I do not think, for reasolls'! will explalll, thEit It was a matter 
for cOllsultnllon wIth tho CalHlle t. Thore may have beon colloagues 
who dlffored from mo. 

A C8blnet Meeting 

But what happened 1 On Monnay last there waa nnexpectedl)' 
a meollng of the CablIlet. it IS true that, through a most regret. 
able IlltJC8s, the PrImo Mill1st,er Wll~ IIOt present, but there was a 
meetlllg of the CabllJet. Every memb&r in that meetiug ought to 
have had the telegram from the Government of India Rsking for the 
publicatIOn of that telegram in hIS pocket over tbe week·elld No 
member of the Cabinet Beemed to wish to discuss the quodion and 
the only membor of tbe Cabinet who referred to it to me that da, 
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*&1 that member who is moat directly interested, Lord Ourzon. tbe 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affa.irs. during the Bitting of the 
Oabinet-tbough In private conversation 1 told Lord Curzon I had 
on Saturday authorized the publication of that telegram. If be bad 
"anted to, he could bave resumed his BAat in the Cabinet, which 
W8I stilll" session. He could havf) urged bill flolleagu6s to ohject 
to publicat,ion. I should have had something to 8"y on the other 
aide and if the deciSIOn had gone against me. It is an itony to refkot 
that there was Bmple time to Bend !l telegram reversilJg my orders 
and stopping the publIcatIOn of the telegram. 

But what did Lord CUUOI! do 1 He mallltained silence in the 
Cabinet, and contollted himself tbat evening with Wrltlllg to me one 
/ilf those plailltlVe, hectoring, bullYlIIi, complaullllg lotters whIch are 
8(.. familar to his colleagues and to bls fttonds which ended With the 
request, what 1-not to dl~cuss tbo matt~r ill the Cabinet, but, HI 

future, not ~llow publIcatIOn of such oocumentH WIthout cOll6ultB 
tion with bim. That WBS all I say, therefore, that the Cabinet 
had all"ple opportunity to control tho matter If thoy had wishod. I 
Iii!! llOt ralso It at tho Cabinet, becauso I duJ not thInk 
there WBS /lny necessIty to consult tbem, Bnd I do not thlllk 
80 now. 

After Bll, JadJOs Illld gOlltlemen, let liS face this fact. Read 
that telegram from the Government of India There 18 nothll1g in 
it whIch has not boon expreshcd over and over again Oil tUBlf hehalf 
by theu 8pokl3~mell, by me, by HIS HIghness tho Aga Khall, and 
oven really hy llnplIcation ],y the Prune MlIlIster hW18elf when he 
was defending In tho HOIJ~(l of Comrn(Jrls tho retClltlOll of Con 
stantinopltl hy tho Turks lIlo reau thell to tho Huusq tho Primo 
MInister's ~poBch made III .Jannary. 191K, that Thrace, Constarlti· 
noMe, a.nd ASia MllIor should bo loft to the Turks, !Llld he pruscrlbeci 
it as a pledge to the Indl!L1l 'fubammadans, auu, thurofore, tho latter 
had \IUt forward on behalf of Indlll really evorythlrlg that t.he 
Government of Inrlla put forward 1,(]W ] 

The" Wlzarr"s " Cupboard 

But, howevcr t,hat may he, an aCCusatIOn uf a brea.ch of tho 
uoctrlne of C .. bJllot respollslblhty hom the Prune MlIllbter, of all 
men In iho world, L8 a laughable accusatL<!n. It IS grotesque. Wha.t 
are t,he cIrcumstances 1 The head 'If our Government, r.t the 
preaent moment, is a Prrme MITlIster of great, if eccentnr, genius, 
whose contributions to the well-being of his oountry, amI of the 

, world have been eo wed advertIsed as to requ're no stresl from me, 
wlioae achievements arc so well known, but who ha demandod the 
llri~ whieh ~ is within the power of every geniu8 to demaud-and 
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that price baa been the total, oomplete, a\alolote disappearance of 
the doouiDe of Oahinet reapolIBibllity ever since be formed bit 
Government. (Cheers) The wizI\rl'l, 8S be i., from the cupboard 
in wbioh he haa locked this doctrine, brlllgs It out conveniently aud 
makes me the victim of this new creed. I am sure that if the 
country will welcome this msniieatathJO that tho Prime Mint.ter i. 
goins to return to the doctriue of Cf~blllet responsIbIlity, I have 
not 'been sacrificed in vain. ~~ 

Let me give you a fow example8. 1 havo ~nt on the same 
bellch with tho Prime Minister nud bflard hIID critIcise across tbe 
floor of tho Houee actions taken by Mr AS(jllitb'e Government, com· 
plainu:g bitterly of things eaid Dud thlllgS GOlle by Mr Asquith'. 
Oovernment-a Goverllment of wbich he Willi a member, whOle 
actions he was responsIble for under the doctrJlle of OahllJet respon· 
sibility. It was ouly the other day that Lord Birkenhead-to wbom 
I wi.h to pauae to pl'y a tribute , I cann')t over-emphaSISe my admi· 
ratloll for his brilliant ability or my gratitude for loyal frIendship 
during all the years I bave booll pm I'oged to be his colleague-only 
the otber day Lord Blrkollhoad III Q pubhc sp(1(Jch attaek13d, and 
attacked bitterly, the forelgu pohcy of Lord Grey of Fallodon. Tbe 
Prime Mlllistt'r !In(] Mr. Uhurclnll, on the doctrine of Cabinet rea
POIlSlhdlty, wero bellJg uttackbd hy Lord 13lrkellhead when ho 
attncl(ed Lord Grey 

I como to ot ~lOr mlttnrs H,LVe YOll ever ht'!lrd of the MiI""r 
Report about tho futllre Governmellt. of Egypt 1-3. report on tho 
ments 01 wblch I am baYlltg Ilo t lllllg , a \cl'ort whIch dealt w;th 
the dtal quostlOn wheth er 11;~Yl't WM or was not, to remaIn part !)f 
the British Emplre-publt.hecl without tho lmthoflty 01 the Cabinet 'i 
Was Lord ~1dner as\{od to resig 11'1 [ill remalllcd 1IJ tbe Government 
for mouths aherwards, alld by hiS romallllllg there prlljudlolld and, 
I think, decided the f.~ct that tho CllblllOt becamo rosponslble, for 
tho prlllciple, at <lily fatu, 01 tho report whIch he had pres9uted 
Have yon hoard of th9 Amery Memnf<llldnm Oll the Geddes Com
mittee Roport 1 Where was tho dOl' ! line (,If C,Lblllct respon~ibility 
there1 The memoralldum hlld ,.evor boon seen by the CdobllJet, 
and 1 notice WI th Interest t ht\t Colonel Amery-for \V hom 1 have 
the highest regllrd-18 one 01 tho mOil mentioned In the /Iew'papera 
as my OWl! succossor The other IIIght my frIflOd and colleague, 
the Secretary of !)tBte for the Colo Illes, Mr. W InstOI) Chure-bdl, 
attended" dInner of the Kllllya Olub and made a pronoullcement 
which bl\d a most terrlblo effect III IndIa, Oil the future of that 
Colony, and on the IlIdll\ns 111 th:lt Colo flY, Without any reference '" 
tbe Cabinet, who bad lI(lver (liscueen,l the mattllr at all. When 
was the doctrine 01 Cabinet rt)spon8lbility 1 
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I need lIot go ~nto tbia ma.tter any further. I would aak tltoae 
wbo have boon my eollengues in this Government to eenrcb their 
heartll and reahse the numerous oooapions upon which they Ilrated 
for the doctrine of Cabinet re,polIsilJil!ty-the vital deoisions o' 
peace, the yita! deci.ions connected with Irellind. Why, it i. a 
comroonplaoe of the political history of Europe-the confulion 
between No. 10, Dowlling Street and the Foreign Offioe about 
foreign affairs. Cabinet responsibiht.y I Wby, ladle. and lentlemen, 
the thing is 1\ joke. It 18 ~ pretext. We bave beell governed by. 
great geniue-a didator, who haQ called together from time to time 
eonferencelof Ministers, mell who had access to bim day and lIi.bt~ 
~avillg out tboBe wbo, like myself, found it sometlmss impol8lble to 
get to him for days together. He bas oome to epoch· making deoiaiona, 
aad over and over again it IS notoriou8 tbat members of tho Cabibet 
had no knowledge of such decISIons, and if such knowledge catoe 
to them, it came at a tIme when they could make 110 effective UI8 of 
their knowledge. 

1 ('.arne across the other day 1\ description of a King of this 
country willch 1 IClr IS applicable to the Prime Minister. geniGa 
tbough be is " I lear," 81\10 SIr Gilbert Elliot II thero is ill this 
Prinoe the feature of hIS father, tbflt be lovos closets within 
Cabinets Ilnd cupboards Within closots, that ho wiIl have socret 
advJst'rs bosides hIS ostollslblo OIlOH and still more Invisible onoe 
behind bis becrot ndvisors-that ho will be grateful to none of them 
and a most unoomfortable mast~r to those MiOlsters who would 
really serve him" That IS the prlCo whicl. \\/l have paId for the 
great services of the groat '(filiUS who prosl!lcs ovor tLc Rtate. 

No, CabInet responsIbility IS 1I0t tho cause. What tLen i. 
the oauae ~ Thc fact t bat, WI tb or without cou(,ulting my co)]easuel, 
I consented to the pubhMtlOn of thIS telegram 1 Well, I did. 
Why should it not be published 1 Tho Govornment of India were 
partios to the Tre:lty of Scvr.lS It waB signed 011 theIr behalf. 
Had it produced pf'aCIl lh'l GovcrnmrllJt of I ndla would havo loyally 
accepted It, but when It showod-as 1 kllew It always would sbow
that it could not produce poace, they pleaded for its revisioIJ, and 
88 a party to the first Treaty they had flvery right to expreaa their 
\'~w.-baving been gIven separate representation on the Peao. 
Cooference-as to what they thought belt In the intereet. of the 
llOUntry and, 011 behalf of t.bose for wburn they spoke, ought to be 
the guiding faetolS in the new peace. III international affair., 
India, .. a reward for Ita foervic6a 10 the W&1', W&S given Dominion 
It.,.tUtl. Would the G:>vernm'lnt of Canada, would tbe Government 
of South A.frica, would ~he GoverDlllent of Australia bave sat ailent 
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when peace-so-called peace-wae deetroying tho internal peace of 
a country they wero govarnill(( 1 It aeema to me that they had every 
right to express their views. 

Middle Ell! Pohcy 

Lilt me rom\lld you that the foreign policy p1lrBued by Hill 
Majesty's Government III the Middle East has CRUSI'd the gravest 
position \II IndlB. O\'or aud over and over a,ain tim Government 
of India has made represontatIons on tho subject, maillly based on 
the fact that tho Prime MlIllster's pledge to tho people Clf lnuie. bad 
been broken by tbe Treaty of Sevre8. I say I am no bohever in 
the doctrIne of socret <hvlomacy. (Cheers.) I thIrtl. It is better 
that tho world shoultl how what is g')llIg on (Cheers) I thill~ 
thA.t the Muslims In IndIa wore entItled to know of the efforts 
being made 011 t helf behalf by thell' Govcrllmollt. I think the 
British public were entJtled to know what the Government of 
India tbou~ht of thIS Importaut i!llostlOu But I (lid /lot agree to 
the publication of the first tolegram. I was cunsldcrllJg the matter. 
It was ollly whon I received, on tho Satlllday, allother telegram 
urging all Immediato IIrnswer In tbe Interests of Indlll that I saki to 
myself· "Hore 18 tho VIceroy coplIIg WIth a dIfncult ~ituati(l!l. 
After all, he 18 IlO ohlld III pubho affaIrS. Lord ROILdllJg, a. member 
onoe of a Bntl@h Cablllot, HIS Majesty's Ambassador OIlCO in 
Washingtoll, 110 mall who has had HI bl~ own keepIng the vlt'.ll 
interests, not meroly 01 mllhol1s of the Blltl~h tflx~1ayorB' muncy but 
thfl vital illtorosts of t.he gaol] relatlOl ls betwQI'f) oursolves and the, 
United Stateb of AmorIM, a mall who h ,~s sllccossfully, to the admi
TllrtlOn of tho whole world, chschflrgorl these functions, a m,lll With Il 

full knowledge of what ho \~as dOlll!;, a~k6 mo not OIiCO but ""100, to 
Msent to the pubhcatlOlI of hIS views." I know tho dltllcultlOs III 

India, and I SllY It was mv duty to support the VIl'oroy. (Cheers.) 
Now It IS saId that tho pubhcatIOn of thIS telegram bas eom

mitted the Home Govrrnment III tho conference whICh 18 abont to 
take pillce. Wby lJubhsh It 011 tho ovo of rI cOllferollco 1 Well, 
evon tho harshest of my Cllt1(::9 willllgr<:e that It wl1uli be 110 use 
publiah ,ng It after the conferonce (LJughter.) But I wonder 
why it is tha.t HIS Majesty's Goverument have reiusbti to publish 
the teltJgram III whIch I ga.ve Sa.IlCtJOIl to the publtcation of this 
document. II they bad, It would have houll d(',_, 'r'\ted to the 
world that I rocogmsod thllt HIS MaJesty's GoverumeliL had got to 
take wider faets Into cOllslderation than tho IIJtcrsts of J 1 alone; 
that these vIews ooul.i ouly bo put forward for COClBltlCl'atioD, 
although 1 vellture to thInk, whllu you reflect that Tlukey wa~ 
beaten In the main by Indlan soldIers, thaL ludlll IS entitled to a 
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predominMnt voice in the consideration of 8uch questions. (Cheer •. ) 
It would al80 have been seen tbat 1 told the Government of Indi. 
that one of their terms-the religious suzeraiut,y of tbe Calipb over' 
t.he Holy Places-wM llot IL m~ttor in whioh, in my opinion, the 
Alliea eould intnfero, but was a rehgious Inllt,ter between the Killg 
of the Hedjllz [md the King of Mosopotamia lind the Sultau at 
Oonstantlnople, aud that tho Primo Millister had agreed and bad 
assured the Indiau Muhammadans that thero would be nothing in 
tho Treaty to prevent such an agreement. 

Lord CUlzon'. Foreign Policy, 

It is ill tho power of the GO\'lJfllment to keep secret such an 
official docnment, but I cannot U1](lerst.allrl why It was not puhlished, 
I am 4ol'ry if the needs of India havo omharra~sod the foreigll pQliey 
of Lord Cnrzon. How hltltl he knows tho disastrous efrects that 
have beeu produced III [lIdu} hy the foreign policy-the missed 
opport.Initles, the bungler! lllldertf~klllg~ 1 have tried my heat. 
I ltave boped snd hopeu for all amehor.ltlOn in tho position. I have 
waited patiently, fooling that, III the long run, things would como 
right, and that, the Inherent justice of IndJ'l's cause would hJ 
recognised I have been 011 the verge of reslgnatlOli 011 thiS £jUOS' 

tion again and ag!un nnr! hesitatod because I did not Wish to say 
to tho Muhammadans of Illoia that solem II pledges made to thorn 
Were Irretrievably lost. I Bay to thorn Bow-after this has boen 
dOlle-do not think for nne moment that the anger of the British 
Government With me means that there WIll be any disregard of 
their VIOWS There is stili hope, and I heg of them to exercisc 
patience. (Choors ) 

No, the puhllcation was 110t the real rtlaSOIl for my rUBIgnation. 
What III the rea.solJ 1 Woll, I havc bcen pleadlHg, arguing, cajoIJ
illg, urging against tho Primo M1IlIstl1r'S pohcy in the East e\'er 
Slllce the Peace Conference I have novor been able to undorstBnrl 
from what motive his pro-Greek polICY was nictated. Pro Greek 
it is caller!. I do not h~heve that It is III the interests of the 
Ur()eks. I do not know III whose lIIteroBt,s It is. 1 am certain It 
is calamitous to the British Emplro. W (l11, 1 8<lppOSe 0110 day we 
sb,1\ ulldcrstl\nd the motive (a Voice'" Never") , but I waut to 
seEk the relll cnuse for the fact that I Btand before you to day' a 
free man, askwg for your contwued suppt)rt 

I seek !HJ expbllBtiolJ III the pohtical situllfion of the day. 
You kno\v what bas been going 011. (A Voice'" Intrigue:') You 
know bow dangllrously near collapso the Government was, I am 
a believer in Coalition &s 1 have defined It. lowe much, too much, 
to Progreasive Conservatives ar,d loyal Conservatives in this cons-
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titulllCJ and aU oyer Enal&nd to wi.b to part with tlleir DO'oporatiOll , 
but r.a I laid at the begionina of my lpeach that cO'QIl8ration mn,t be 
IOnai.teDt. Believe me, 10U make the principle of C~alition rWi· 
COIoUI if JOU try W apply it by standing first on ane leg and then 
on the otber; by making up for and payins the price of every 
Liberal meature by doing something for t.ho Conservatives the nut 
day. (CrieB of "It is a Tory Government ") At the pre.eent moment 
the Liberal members of Hie Majesty's GO\'er~'lt aro 10llg soIFerilii 
and they are patlCnt.. They 80e thcM colleaguel disappearing 
ofle by one. But the Conservative wlIIg of the Coaiidoll bIB had 
a lot to 8wallow in tbe Irisb polioy-the greatest thlllg tbis Govern
ment hal done Iud the thillg that will rodound longE'st to the oredit 
of our Primo Millieter. 

It baa been a very serioua step for some Conservative8 to take, 
I 1m not referring to tbem ; 1 11m referring to that wing of the 
Conaervative Party which is known as the "Die hard" i>arty. 1 
want, if I may, to appeBl to that wing of the ConserVII.tiv6 Party. 
and tbe appeal, I hope, will be effoctive. I should like to make an 
appeal to that part of tho Conservative Party on behalf 01 tb&t 
great genius, the Prime Minister The other day, at the }qncheOA 
in the City to Sir Arthur Balfour, Illother great COll6ervative who 
hal contributed to thiS Goverllment ono of its epoch mlloking .uCoee .. 
les, Lord Birkeubead IIssured us he would lIever wish to pllrt with 
the" DIIl·bard" s6ction 01 the UlllOlIlst Party. Well. that i. the 
,cotion WhlCb ill roost restive. Tbat is the srction which bas boon 
worried moat by the Irish settloment. That 18 the section which 
doee nut like me. (Laughter) The Prime Minister gnvo them an 
appetiser of what was coming when, 011 the occaaion of the I&&t 
Indlall debate In the House of Commolls, getting up to defend me, 
a member of bls Government, the exponent of a policy which, 00 
the dootrllJe of colleotlve responSIbility, he was responsible {or, be . 
paid compliments to tho men who had attacked me, but l1Ilid not 
one word in defence of me (A voice .-" It is hke him, • back· 
hander!) They must have been familiar, recently, with ClOIIcealinc 
ezprelliona of opinion givefl by him prIvately to melDbers of their 
Party at tbe dinner table even in the precinots of t.ha &088 of 
Commonl. Tbere be .tends-the greatest 8trategiltt in the hi.torJ 
of the world-ecentiug tbe air, waiting for the pursuit, aud throw· 
ini to the wolves the malt oOllvoment cargo. (lAughter and 
cheer~.) 

An Appelll to the" Dle·Harda." 

I want to make this appeal to the Die·hard Puty on beh.t( 
t, of tJle Prime Miniat6r. The)' bave made IIgain~t me wild .lId ~" 
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leM ebl',," and aacuationL Tiley Mve alao.n. &I I think, in 
Indian atfllira, as in all other mattera, a complete lack of politioal 
ugaoity and political ,ilion which ill characteriltic of them. They 
reprel8ut the deaperate demand of fooli.h but bonea.. people to 
Ilf18tallize against the march of time every anaohroni,m in the 
world. The, have unwltthlgly instigated riot &110 r61'olution by 
their lack of sympathy With humanit.y and progress. They have 
advocated interferenoe With the Government oi India from White
ball. They have been supported by Lieutenant-Governors who 
bave left india, by other disgruntled peraolls connected with India, 
by luxurious ex-Governore of inconB\licuous and wglorlOuR careers. 
They have fomented Ullr05t in t.he Indian Service by IHs('lo88 
rumours and lack of support. They have IIlvonted speeches hy me 
belittling the Indla.n Service, they have snatched partial quotatIOns 
from my writlOgs, Bnd obviously o.lI!] grotesqnely dlBtortt>d theIr 
meaning. They have asserted that the Government, of India was 
prevented from maintailllIlg order from Home. My 8ucoeuor In 
the Indio. Office WIll find ample eVIdence of the support given by 
000 and my Oouncil With whom I have worked f()r the common 
purposo to gIve support, help, and suggestIOns In the maintenallC6 
of law and order in lnclla-&upport, help, and suggestlolls made to 
the ServIce in Iudia.. He Will find nothlllg to the contrary senso. 

I beheve that thid Dle-ha.rd Party. honest and sllIcere a.s they 
are, is the most dangerous element III the politll,al life of thIS 
country. 1 belio'le they represent the smallest part of the people 
of thIS oountry, but I appea.l Lo them still. All their efforts as 
regards myself, a.11 tholr folbes. all the st.reuuous efforts they have 
made to get me removed, h,}ve resulted HI 0. Berles oi the mo~t 
ignommious defeats III the lobbies of the House of Commons, hut 
now this is why I m lke tho appnal. The great gelllua who preSides 
over our destinies hu done lor them what thoy oOlfld not do for 
themselves, and has presented them, t.o appease them and get the 
support for which Lord Blrkenhead pleaded, WIth what they ba.ve 
80 long desired, my hea.d lIpon a eharger. I ask the DIe-hard Party 
in this oountry to give to the Prime Mmiater that earnelt support 
whioh for the momeat he bas @o well deserved from theIr hands. 

I think I have shown you that the doctrine of collective res
poQlibility will not do j I think I have sbown you that the pubhca
tion of the Government of India.'s delpa.tch was justified' I tbink I 
have ahown you another and more obvious explanation. 

The H.,lteat De.bny of Ind •• " 
I want to Bay througb you one word, and one word only, to 

,,_ whom my word a may IOfluenee in India. I would say to them 
that whatever a particular Govt . • aJ do, tbe Briti.b people, I am 

Ia(a) 
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convinced, Iril sympathetic aOO"8 everything witb tbe peopJe of JDdi). 
and at the band. of the British people India will will' to ,its appointAM! 
destiny, to the only destiny I tblnk it i, possIble tD contempJate if 
India ie to eucceed at all-freedom within the Briti.h Empire. Thtlr. 
iB riO obstacle, in my opinion, if tbe appeal is made to the British 
people-there is no obstacle to the achieve)llent of tbe goal whicb baa 
heen promised them except disloyalty and Non·co operation. I beg 
of the Indians to remember that race hatred ~I only delay the dey. 
and their only cbance-alld 11 good chance-is in t.be confidence that 
will be begotten between the great people of this country and the 
groat people of IndIa by commOn action and common f:o·operation. 

To the British people I would say' "Do not, f bove all thin,., 
allow your Go\'ernment in your 1l8me to vaCIllate in their Indian 
polic)'''. I do not belie'l-e it 18 In dallgt'r Even the Die·bards admit 
t hilt promises must be kept. They WIll be sati~6ed with nly dill
uppemance, It was their day on Thursr!,IY, and everything was 
dOllo to mulw It a snccess. Mr. Chnmherlalll, in annonncing the 
deC1sioll, diu it in such a wily as to avolll allY expreS~lOlI of regret 
1IJ order tbat the House might enjoy the uninterrnpted vooihrBtloll1 
of the Dle·bard Party WIthout allY counter cheprs or dangers of that 
kllld to apoil the day. Hut the pollcY'1 believe to be safe. Rouse 
yourselves before it Ja too late to avoid what I believe will meafJ the 
destruction of the BritIsh Empire. 

Brlll.he" to keep thelf Pledge' 

You cl\n adopt all education policy allel advertise it to the world 
nnd thAn cry "Hold." * You ClUJ urge a Millister to bUild houses and 
thAn throw him over because he has bll1lt them. * But you cannot 
hUlld up 1111 Indian policy one day Ilnd vaCIllate WIth It the next. 
The Bntlsh people hllove 1\ right to demand, and WIll demamJ, loyalty 
and tbe preservation of order. If they get thMe, I Implore them not 
to be dismayed hy tomporary dlffiQJ.litles, but to pursue the path to 
whIch we have beon pledged and to let 110 Government betray us into 
hreaklllg these pledges The ollly way to concentrate the attention 
of too people in India 011 Illdian aff"ll's IS to ghe them the right and 
chance to cam the control of ~,ffaJr8 III their own hands 

The cultural Conquest 01 India. 

Above all, rem~mber tho great work which hits been done hy 
our countrymen in Indb Remember that, perhaps, Olle of the 
greatest achievements is the di&Bemino.tion through that count1'1 of 

,. Rl'letenoe II to M, l"lahe" EducatIon MlIl1ster ok Dr AddlsoD, lfullster 01 
I'ubho Work., both of whom \\e,~ a\ firet pitchrorked by the PIIme Milll8ter alUi 
then Bacrlliced. The Prime MiDl8t~r'8 cnr<oer haB been marked by big promltel 
to secure yotre and !lule performnnC('8, He baa brokeD pl'dllC Dfter pled", btl 
nevl'l cC8acd from IndulglDlil In high talk. . 

. ' 
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Briti,h ideal. and the "orlhip of Britieh institution.. Oilr text 
book. are in the scbool" our books are read io the uoiyeraitiee j 

the teacbel;'l are English. It has been slow progrell for lack of funde, 
bout it hal been Western education whillb for the laat. HiO years \Ve 
bye been apren.ding in India. Do not turtl round to the Indiana' 
DOW and say, "We bave lost faith in our demoeratic institutions. 
All our teachings was a mistake and we are now going to deprivD ),0.) 

of wbat wo~ have taught you to work for and wbat will be the 
fulfilment and logical goal of all Briti8h endeavour in India." 

That is all I have to 8ay. I do not bolieve that my di,appoar· 
ance means any alteration ill Indian policy. I do believe that. 
it bal notbing to do with the doctrine of oolleotive reaponaiullity. I 
de believe that it waa in the main an eRort to preserve thill 
Government from the fato whIch muot attend it if one of it. wlIIg~ 
crumble.. Whether those methods \VIII be 8uec8uful, it. is not (or mo 
to say. Whethor thIS Government wtll adjust its own lIlitisl 
differences is not for me to say ; whethor it will be CIISY to 
create Il national party without leaving out a single Die·hard Alld 
with 815 few Liberal MIDistora in it as possible, it is not for mo to 
8~y, but that does not mean for one moment that an honost co 
operation between LIberals and Conservatives is not Olle of the thinS'l 
we ought to strive for HI tho difficult tlmos in whicb we live. 

I ba\'e spoken to you with all tho sinoerity that I can oommnucl 
) bave told you all tbat 18 in my mllld. I am 1\ free man . Hav lIl~ 
mide this oxplallatlOu to you, I propose to do what no man ill offiCI 
call ever do-get a holiday. and I propose aHof t.bat to take my sa~ 1 
io th9 Houso as a LIberal beheving ill bonest co.operaLion with thB 
part of the Conservative party whiob has domonstrated its willingllc:' 
to co operata I shall support thiS Governmont or allY oth~r Govern 
mant wbon I think it T'e:bt. But 1 want you to take coulliel \titl 
your.elves; l want you to consider thIS matter among yourselves. J 
t'ppeal to you last 8S a supporter and II member of this Government 
My views have not changed . I hll\'o pursued consistent pohey , 
have pursued that consistent policy patiently, and with only, iI. 
latter days, a partial support from those who were equally responaihlf 
with me for that polioy. 

My 8bare in publi~ affa.ire has only been pos8ible by the .upporl 
which I have bad for 80 many years from my constituents ill Cam 
bridleabire from all parties. My seat in toe HOUle of Commons h 
at the disposal of Cambridgeshire, and must ask for an expression l 

Ia. I can bope and pray, of your oonfideMe and for your 
opinion in order tbllt I may he entitled to contribute in the futuro, 
a.e I have striven to contrIbute In the past" my small ,hAre 
to tile well·beiDg of our country and of our Empire. (Loud cheers.) . 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS 
18TH MARCH 1922 

Mr Chamberlain, asked by Sir J. DReG\! whotber, ill view 
of the unfortunate effeot upon Muhammadans ill India. of the 
resignation of the Secrotary of State following immediately upon 
tho publication of tho Government 01 "l'ftdia's pronounoement;. 
some signal and decisivo repudiation 01 ally want of sympathy wit'll 
tho Indian Mosloms on tbe part of his Majest.y's Government 
could be devised and might be oxpected, said: -! f my bon,. 
friend Will look at the letter by which the l'rime Miniater 
accepted t.he resigllation 01 the late Recrehry 01 Stat.o for India, be 
Will see that the reblgnatlon had nothlllg to do With the merit. 
of tho poltey advocated by the Govornmollt of India, hut only wIth 
the publicatIOn, on the sale r(l~poll81biltty of Mr. MOlltagu, without 
OOll8uitaholl With the Pmno MUllster, the Forelgll Secretary, or the 
C4\hlllet" 01 [I telegr.lm raising a questIOn whose importance, to usC) 
the Pnme MUlIster's words "ex~en(led far beyond the frontiers of 
IndIa, or tho responsibIlities of the Office of Secretary for india.1> 
As rec.llled by tho Prime Mlllister in the same letter, the vie WB 01 
the GOV61'nmont of Iudla awl of IndIan Muhammadans have been 
lairl £u\1y he£orll hi~ l\h.lo~tY'8 Government I1nd the Peace Con· 
ferenco all!1 hAvo rec81vod tho most careful and sympathetIC consllier· 
atlGn of HIs M!1ojestY'R Government. Out' object hll~ been, and li, 

to seCllre a iust and honorable pOfIce between tho belIJgercnts. 
Colonel Wedgwood -(Newc"LStle under·Lyme, Lab.) later 

,,~k(ld the Leader of the House whether ho had anythlllg to eay as to 
the cbarges mede by the right bon. gentleman, the membor for Cam· 
bridge (Mr. Mootagu). 

Mr Chamberlain.-Notico of this quostion ,-'a8 sent to my 
room at the House and olily reached me a short while ago May 1 
t.llko this op~)ortulllty of appeallllg to tho House ro sen!l private 
lIollee questIons to Downing-stroet 7 If th~y will do so, It will put 
me in a batter position to deal With them. The speeoh wlmb Iny 
right hon friend, the late Secreta.ry of Sta.tc, made !lot OILmhridge QlI 

Saturday night covored such wide grounri that I OIUJ hMdly deal 
with it flilly, If it wero desirable that I should doal with It a.t an. 
in answer to II. question. But there is soroa information which. 1 
tiJ III k, I ought to give the Honse at oneo MdY I firdt of all &e.l 
with II. nunor matter which COllcerllS myself 1 In tho crourse of rn. 
speech, my right hon fr'cnd sllirl _"i\1r Chamberlain, In allnouQIl· 
iug the declslOu, did It in such a \\ay as to "void any exproiliioD of 
fegret in order that the Huuse might elljoy the uninterrupted 
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\'ooiferatiotl of tbe Die·bard Party without any oount8r·obeera ot' 
danle" of that kind to Ipoil the day." (Cheers.) Nobody would 
gather from th"t statement of my right. bon. fnend that before 
making the answer, I bn.d submitted the terms in whioh I bad 
dn .. rn the anewer to my right bon. friond and be bad made no 
objection to them. (Ohoera) The hOll. and gn.ll&nt gentleman 
(Oolonel Wedgwood) apparently thinks tbat is 1m observatIon of no 
import.&noe. He wa.s in the Houso, and othor bon. members wers in 
thb Houae, ond they will judge whether I sought-indeed, those 
wlro know me Will know that If by any words 01 mine 1 could have 
."oided it I would bave 8voloied such n (Iemonetration 11.11 that. 
(.CheeraJ I pais from that whieh ii, after all, a very small matter, 
bit Ono which I c&nllot have wholly unnoticed-I pass from tb'at 
to what is a graver m1lttter, the stn.tements made With regard to my 
noble friend, tbe Secretary of State for Foreign AIf'lotrs. My noble 
friend is laId up ill bed In the country, but he has telephoned tlaat 
he .ball, under any oircumstances, oome up to London to-morrow in 
order to be in his place at the first sitting of the Hou8e of Lords 
to make a statement in regard to what hAtS been said respecting 
bim5'l\lf. (Oheer3) I \I lilnt once, howevor, tell the House what 
I know about the sequenoe 01 eVButs I have ascertained that the 
lint telegram from the Govornmellt of Innia-the onfl which Wal 

8ubsequently pubh~hcd-was received In t bo Iudla Olltco on Wednes
day M/jrcb ht, at Ii A \[ The lIIslructlOlI~ of my right hOll . frlond, 
the Secretary of ~tl\to, to clrclIJ"to It a.ppoar to havc b(l(ln given on 
March 3ru (Fllday) two days Iator. At allY f.\~'(), tho Paper Circulated 
to t,he Cabinet, which ho.s :l hoadlllg "Clrcu\,}ted," thie paper and 
that minute are dated Mi1rcb 3, two d.lY~ f\{tcr tho rocClipt uf tbe 
telegram in the IndIa Offic~ Tho actual circulatIOn took place 
at 2·30 l'.M , on Saturday-that IS to suy, the papers wore placed 10 

the C'lltinet boxes that were sont out hom tho Cabiuet Secrotariats 
ot 2·30 l' ~[ • 011 fiaturd'}y, the 4th. 

On the .amA clay a secolld tolrgram was recelverl from tbe 
Govornment of IlIdl,1 Ly tho IlIdLl Offico as){Il1g permlB~ioll (or 
the immediate publiC'l.t.on of their first telegram. My fight bOD . 

frieDd, the late Secretiry o( State (or India, was, 1 believe. 
in tbe country when that telegram was rer·eived, and it "'u 
forwv.rded to him there. He authorised and rliNloted the. India 
OIDoe to lend D telegram in hie naUie authoriSing the publioation 
-on that same dll.Y (Sa.tordllY). That was a private telegram in 
eooBequence of bls absence In the country. He stated be would 
"',rapb ofil(ltally and flllly on Monllay. There was a Cabinet 
-meeting on Monday, and befor03 the IJUslno!! heg,an my noble frleod, 
the Secrutllry of St4te for l"onugn a ITim 0 , ca.lled my attention to the 
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t.ele,ram from the Government of India and re.,t'o.nted that it 
would be contrary to the publio interest to have iii Jlublilbed. ( 
Aid I entirely agreed with him Lhat Buch a telegram nould not 
po.aibly be published at the present time. 111 the course of tho 
C.binet or at the close of the Cabinet, I am not quite certaio. he 
Ip'oke to the late Sccret,uy of Sta.te for Ilidia. alld he at once laid, 
I I have already authorised it, I authori8~jt on Saturday.'t Tbo 
late Seoretary of State for India gave no hint to my noble friend 
that there was stIlI tllne to atop puhhcatioll of the wlegram. Had 
he done 80, of conrae, my 1I0ble fnelld would have consulted me, 
and we should, if lIeccssllry, have consulted the cll;inet or aeted on 
our own responSIbIlity, alld at onco havo sellt a telegram stoppin, 
publication. I imagllle the late Secretary of State for india did 
not suggest that there was stilI t,ime to stop publioation becauso he 
himself did not believe it The Indian Government bad asked 
leave to publish Immediately He had given that authorisation on 
Saturday, and it was only afterwards. for reasons iuto which I do 
not go, that the Government of India delayed publioation. I have 
only one further thing to say. My right hOll. friend, the late 
Secretary of State for India, III his speech at Cambridge took the 
very unull.ual oourse of referring to a private letter sent to bim by 
Lord Curzon-such 0. private letter as Ministers often Belld to one 
another. My noblo friend wrote the letter ae one CablDtlt Minillter 
to an "ther, and did not oven keep a oopy of It himself. I think it 
ill regrettable that the fight hon gUlltlemall, tho memb~r for Cam
bdd"e, should have referred to a prIvate commuTlication of tLat 
kind. (Cheers.) 

COLONEL WEDGWOOD -Is It 1I0t a fact that the noble lord the 
Foreigu Seoretary ill writing to the ex Secretary of State for bdia 
did not protest agamBt the lack of Cabinet sohdal'ity in publication, 
but askl.ld that in fntura any such dOipatch should not be published 
without Cabinot authority, afl rl would the right hon. gentleman 
therefore get permlSSlOlI from t,he noble lord to h \Ve tho.' letter 
publi.hcd so th:\t we can see eXJctly what attitude '11'''9 taken to· 
wards tbis shocking breach of traditIOn before it was fouod advia&ble 
to get rid of the Secretary of State for India. ' 

Mr. CnAMBERLAIN.-The hOIl. and gallant memberis entitled 
to ask a question, bllt he is not entItled to make inpinuation, 
of that kind when using the forms of the House profe8sedly tct 
seek mformatlOll. (Cheers) (COLONICL WEDGWOOD -What Wal 
the inSUluation 1) The hon. and gllollant gentleman inmouatea 
that the reasons publicly glveu for the resIgnatIon of tL\l late 
Secrotary of Stat10l for India w.e a mere pretext. T"e IUUes-
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tioD i. Abtoluf;el, unfounded. (Cheel'll.) r b.,e told the Boo .. 
already that not MIl, have I not eeen the letter written by m, nobla 
friend to the Secretary of'Rtate but tbat it waa looh a private Jette. 
from colleague to colleague that be him&eif did not keep a copy of 
it. J cannot lay anything aa to the publication of the letter. My 
noble friend wi11 no doubt deal with it in the Houae of Lord. to· 
morrow. But I do say there ill indeed an end to Cabinet reI
ponsibility if one Cabinet Minister· is to allude publicly to a private 
letter received from another Cabinet Minister and is by BO doillg to 
force pubhoation. 

CAPTAIN WEDGWOOD BENN (Leith· I..)-Mny I IUk whetber 
t.be Government have any o\.joclion to the (ull publioation of thi. 
IEltter 1 Does the latter reqnest the late Socreto.ry of State not tt' 
brins those mattet's before the Co.bwet, but to consult the Foreign 
Secretary on the matters 1 (Thill was the crux of the whole matter 
in qu.estil)u) 

Mr. CHAMRlCltLArN.-1 havo Slu!1 I have not SI'OIi the letter. I 
hiVe no doubt my noble frlond will say whatever he tblllks necea
sl\ry on tbo Buhject in the House of Lords to morrow. 

COLONEL Wr.ncnvooD-The right bon. gentleman Buggested that 
I made an insinuation. May I ask how be reconoiles the actioD 
taken towards the late Secretary of State for India and the action 
taken in exactly similar Clrcumstanoes toward. the speeoh of the 
Secretary of St"tA for the Colonios (Mr. Churchill on Kenya Indiana 
sell before) in connection with Ii limllar subject 1 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN -The bon. and gallant gentleman having 
made an unfounded allegation now trios 10 rover his Mtion by an 
'lrgumsnt. I state that his allegation is uufolllrded. (Cheers.) 

THE SPEAKER -I have received a notice (rom the bon. member 
for the Scotland Dhision of Liverpool (Mr. T. P. O'Connor) 
that he wiehe! to ask leave to move the adjournment of t6e 
House. 1 do not know whether what had occurred jU8t now may 
alter bie view. but I think I ought to point out that his motion 
ought not to raise qllestions of Government policy, and only 
tbis immediate matter of incorrect attitude between individual 
Mmisters. 

Ma. T. P. O'CONNOR -The L&ader of tho Houae haa mnde an 
appeal to me not to put this motion in " letter which was ae/lt to 
me only this morning, !Iond I am very much impressed by hiB Bugge.
Hon, especially at a critlcal moment like this lor my right hon. friend. 

• Thl. i8 clearly a pl'l!v~rlcath)D. Mr. Montagu madc the ItatcmcIIt .fter 
bll reeignatioll. 
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1 feel that I ought to ask the opinion of the Houle upon my moti~ 
if it be.in order. aa 1 ll11dental)d it is, because I tbiok it is neClellar)' 
we shol1ld have a frank discussion on an incide[lt to remarkaele; 
and, aecondly, to put our8elves right with people_ of IDdia &Dd of 
E .. tern Europe and for that reason 1 hope my right bon. friend will 
mal(Q DO oppo8ition. 

MR. CUAMBERIJAIN.-May I Bay that my appeal to the hon. 
gentleman not to make his motion waA ba8eft"On I-yo grounds' On\! 
.,88 that we are prcssed for time in our finanCial business. The 
other and tho more im portallt groullfl was that I thought It ('on· 
trary to the public interest that we should have a dIScussion upon 
1'01lCY to be followed III the NIJar East in anti01patloli of tbo 
Paris Conference. That I ullderstall(l, would not bo In any wa., 
ill order, and accordingly that blls to the groulld. I shal1 'lot 
raise any obJectIOn Ii the hon. membor wishes to diSCUSS this matter. 
] confess I should have expected my right hon. friend the member 
f01 Cambridge to bo III hIS pLcl~ after the speech he made lit 
Cambridge. 

MR. T. P. O'CONNOR.-May 1811.Y that ] sont my rIght hon. 
friend (Mr. Montagu) II. lett~r SlIylllg that] wlla going to make this 
motion 1 

MR. CHAMlIERLAIN.-It is de mable, wblln we do disc:.Ju his 
lipeecb, that he sbould be III the House. 

THE SPEAKER -1 mUit again POlIIt out to the hon. gentltlmlUl 
(Mr. 1'. P. O'Conllor) that hl~ proposed motIOn does not raise, ILnd 
it would not be in order to \'!LIse the questIOn of policy in tho l'l'eu 
E~8t. It raises only some alleged IlIcorl'<lct action on the part of the 
Mllllster Without the consent of tho C.10lllot, and to that the debate 
mURt be confined. (Hear, hoal' ) 

After further d1ilCllSS101J It was sottlen that Mr O'Connor 
wbulrl moye for all aOlournmollL of the House to diseuse the matter 
on WedneSntlY next, Ie, the 15l b March '22 after Lord Curzoll 
had made hiS statemont III tho Lords noxt day 
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The' followinl i, Lord eUlZOn', Statement in the lordi :-
The Marque •• of Curzon, Secretary of State lor Foreien 

Affair. said .-My Lords, I am 80rry to have to ask your Lord.hip,' 
attention for a few moments to a perBonal mattor arising from tbe 
referenoe to myself contained in a speech made by a late colleague 
01 mine, Mr. Montagu, on Saturday last. I had thought, my 
lJOrds, that a ForeIgn Secretary who is about to proceed to Paris 
for the dlScusslonB on the Easteru question was the obief sufferer 
by the a8tonishmg act 01 the late Secrotary 01 State for India, in 
as much as the authorisatlOlJ hy him of the publication of the 
maailcsto of the GOferllmellt of India could not hut gravelyaffeot 
tho position of the British ropresentatlves in the forthcoming Con
ference. But I learnt, great Iy to my surprise, from Mr. MOlltagu'. 
'peech, that I am oeemed III some way to havo conlllved at thill 
lIIjury to the puhhc IJItorest III my charge, alld this amazing 
proposition Mr. MOlltl\l(u endeavours to estahhsh by 8 publio 
reference to private oorresponoellce wIth me and to private oonver· 
sation in the Cabinet Chamber, which I canllot help thinking mUlt 
be wIthout parallel In the hIstory of CabInet procedure, (Hear, 
hoar') I am oompelled, therefore, to state the faots. 

In oommoll with my r.olloaguos, I received 011 Saturday after· 
noon, Maroh 4, from the ClIhwet Office, a copy of tho telegram from 
the Government of Indll1, HI wlucb they BOUght. permission to 
publish .thelr mal\1festo about tho torms of poace with Turke,. 
Knowing that there was to be a CabInet meeting at the beginning of 
the next week, and not deemlllg It poSSIble that Mr. Montagu could 
conoeive 01 publication without rllference to hie colle.gue., 1 
regarded it as certalO that the quostion would be brought up at the 
meeting on MOllday. On that day before the proceeding. began 
I mentioned tho Vioeroy's telegram to Mr. Chamberlain, who pre· 
lIided in the absence of the Prime Minister and expreBsed to him 
the view that, when the permission of the Cabmet to publioation 
was &OUght, it muat be uIJhe8itat ingly refused. In tbis he ooncurred. 
A little later, in the course of private cOIJversation of a few second. 
oDly with Mr. Montagu, I said, "Of cour8e you will not authoriae 
p'ublicatiolJ without refera/lOll to the Cabmet." To tbis he replied, 
'I have already dono eo, 011 Saturday last." J was 80 dumbfounded 

at tbe Avowal that the Secrntary of State bad already given hi, 
alnetioll, a. bas ,inel! transpired, Delore the telegram from the 
Government of IndIa could even have been .elln by many 01 bi, 

11 
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coIleagues, that I oloaed the COnVe!'88tion Bnd retul'IIed to my seat. 
Had Mr. Montagu given the llightelt hint that tbere was .till 
time to canoel or to postpone tbe order which be bad Bent to Indi" 
hy telegram two days before, or had I regarded suoh a aUBpenlion BI 

1)089Ihle) I should at once have brought the matter before tbe 
Cabinet, but I assumed that publIcation had already, under Mr. 
Montagu's Ruthorjt,y, takon place in India. till. the more 80 aa the 
Governmont o{ Iudia pressed for Immediate sanction to publish, 
I prosumed thereforo-aud ill the circumstances tIO otber preeump
IlOll was pOSSible-that It was too lato for me to Intervene. Further
morll, the re~1101Jslblhty for tho step was not mille It, was for the 
Herrctllry of Blato for IlJdll~ to eX1'11H1 amI to lustlfy his OWIJ action, 
already rakell, 10 tho Cllblllol He was tho SccretalY lor India, 
not I. Whether he t.heu or aftcrwal'lls procct'de(\ 10 do @Q or not, 
1 do not know, for, heIng III at, the tlmo. flnrl bavlng ollly rIsen 
from hef! to a!t,end tho Cahinet for .'cr:llIlI FOieigll Otfica malters, 
I loft the room IlS snOIl as Iho<;o hlld i)()elJ uisposecl of. 

The Private Leller 

FoolIng howev~r. profoundly drslurhed and dismay&d at the 
action which Mr l\1ontag\l hflll]ust rCVl'fllerl to me, 1 wrote to him 
a pnvllto lell"r the sarno afternoon, del'loflng the Rcboll nat be 
had taken and l'roteslllIg ngalllSt the r(>petltioll of I\lly eimilar 
occurrence. Of so intr mall! a ch,lfIlClcr was Ibis lettor, wfltten by 
one Co)JI'Rgue to allothl'T, thut I (lId liot, even take R copy of lts 
contents. I regnrderl It as 110 less confidelltlal than scores of similar 
Jtlttrrs wblch Mr. MOlltagu had addr~s8ed to me while we bad 
served togelh(lr, sometImes at tho late of two or tbree a week. tbe 
ch1\rl\cter of w hlrh I Will 1I0t follow his example hy attemptiug m 
pnl)\to to de~rribf'. 

I QWtllted the reply to thIS letter throngho'lt Tuesday and Wed
nesday. before dOCl(llllg what further stepq. IE any, It might btl 
de~Jrllhle for me to tako NOither Ihen, nor since. did Mr, Mon. 
tng\l In~our me WIth I\ny answer I nsteao of thl~, the 1ato Seoretary 
of ;:;;tnte, rtlvers1!Ig t he ordinary procedure by which the Minister who 
hIlS resigned mllkes hiS explanation In Parliamel.t. wber.l bie state
ments oan be checked or Rliswerod (cbeers), went to hiS (Jonstituenta, 
ndurcssed 11 pohlicl\1 dub of hlB own supporters, publicly rell)rred 
to !lllcj travestIed hoth my pTlVllte convl'Tsation WIth him and 1lI7 
priuto letter. VIlIfied the rollp8gue whose advice In relation to 
Tllflutn mBttl'rS and Illdinn, foreIgn, and frontier affairs be bad not 
ceas('rl to solicit and receive In unshnted measure In most weeke in 
recent Yflars, and endeavoured to shift some portion of Ibe respoa
SJbiJity for bie lamentable indiscretion on to my shoulders. 
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My Lords, I have this morning received from Mr. Moutagu a 

copy of my letter, and I hold it in my -band. It WI\8 marked hy mo 
"private." My Lords, it seems to me intolerlthle, as I beheve 
it to be an unprecedented thing, that an ex·Cabinot Minister 
should, by quoting and distorting in public a privato letter written 
to him under the 80al of confidence by 8 colleagutl, compol Its pub· 
lication to the world (Cheers). Such a proceeding appoars to me 
neither consistent With the confiuence which should provail 1,otweelJ 
Ministers, nor with the hOIlOI' of [Jublic life. But Mr. Montagu 
ha.s left me with no alternative, and I will now read the 101 ter to 
your Lordships. But first let me ask your Lordships to fllcall Mr. 
Montagu'e description of it. TIlle is what he sa III Ilt Camhrlllge-
"But wba.t did Lord Curzon d01 Ho maiutallled SIIolIM 111 tho 
Crob;oet and contented himself that evemllg With wflting mo olle of 
those plailltIve, hectoring, hullYlIIg, complailllug )flttors which aro 80 

familiar to bis colleagues and to hiS fnellrls, wInch tllldcd With tho 
rcquoet, what1-not to diSCUSS tho matter ill the Call1llllt, but III 

futUre not to allow publlcatloll of slIch documents Without COI19U!tIl
tlOll with him. That was all," I will uow read tho actual terms 
of the lotter . 

Private Marcb 6, 1922 
"DEAll. MONTAGU,-l much deplore that yon should havo 

thought right Without consulting the CablIlet to authorise the pub· 
licatlOn of that telegram, ovell as alllolJlled. Had 1. when VIceroy, 
ventured to make a \lubhc pronouncement In India about tho foreign 
policy of the Govornmont 111 Europe, I Ahould certainly have beeu 
reolilled As It was r was ollce rebuked for maktnC' 8 casual refe· 
renee In a speech. 

I ~on8l1ltod Chamberlal n this morlllllg ill the absenco of tue 
PlImo \illllater, ~Ild fOlllld tb<lt he entIrely shared my VIOWR. But 
it was t,oo late That I should be asknd 10 1(0 Into tho con/crenco In 
Paris while a 8ubordmate branch of the British Government (J,O()O 
miles away dlctattlS to tho British Goverumellt what hne it thinks I 
ought to pursue in Thraee, seems to me qUito Intolera.ble, !Jut the pluL 
that India has sought to play Of been all owed to play in thIS Serl6H 
ui eveut8 passes my comI,reheuslOu. Moreol'er, It is of very daugerous 
import, for ii the Government of India, because it rulos over 
a. large body of Mu.lime, 18 entitl<ld to express lOud pubhsh Its 

vie' Ii about what we do III Smyrna or Thrace, why not ill Egypt, 
SUt .n, Palestine, Aubl,} a.nd the Malay PeIllusula or !lily othor (mrt 
,of the Muslim world1 Is In~laD opinion always to be a Jillul court 
of Muslim appea.11 

1 hope this may be tole last oE these unfortunate l'rOIlOllllce· 

Il16Ots, hat if any other is ever contemplated, I trust at le,.8t tblt 
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you will ,h'e me an opportullity of expresl!ing my oJtinion in C.biuet 
before tbe sanction 18 giveD, 

Yours evet, Ourzon." 
Your Lordships can form your OWII opimon I\S to the tone of the 

letter I have read. (Cbeers). But you will observe that. instesd of 
requesting, as alleaed by Mr. MontBgu at Cambric'ge, tbat he should 
in future discuss Bucb matters with me w4l.1Iollt bringing tbem to 
the Cabinet, I eaid, on tbe contrary, precisely the revers!' I urged 
that it WaB belore the Uahlllet. I sho'lld be givell 1\11 opportunit1 
of expressing my OpilllOIl befofe Imy aetmn of thiS sort was ever 
again taken by the Secretary of State for II ali a. Sucb, my lordlr, 
afe the facts of the case, UPOII which it IS opell to 1U1YNIe who hcsl'a 
or read. my words to pass his olVn judgment. Thoy leave me still 
qnite llnablil to determine whothor the private or the llllblie conduct 
of the lt1te Secretary of Stato fol' In'l\a hBs heen the more inexpli. 
cable and 8ur(Jrisillg, and ill Uol/I£: those Ildjectlvcs I am astonished at 
my oIVn modcrlltioll. (LtlUghtor and cbeers.) 

Lord Crewe'. VleWI. 

The Marquess of Crewe saId he desired to express the sympathy 
which he IVBS suro their Lorclsbl(lB all felt with the Foreign SecT/J. 
tary In tho cirC'nU\sto.nces ill whicb hfl bad come to the HOllie The 
noble Marques! had been srrlouBly III, I\nd they all watchod with 
Eympathy the dlthclllty and ('motion Ivlth whICh he maoe the stato
ment he had thollght It was hlg ouly to como down aud preseflt 
to their Lordships lit tho earliest pOSSIble moment. On the aotual 
cirellmstances 01 this most unhappy' event he dill not Wish to 
say much. He had been a collcllf,rue both 01 tho noble Marquess 
and of Mr. Montagu, Bnd be had 110 dosire to engllge in any personal 
criticisms 01 the action of olther Tho noble Marquess had stated 
hIS caso with lho utmo6t fairurss, alii] be felt bound to SIIY tbat 80 

far as the orIginal cause of hiS IndlgllatlOll was concerned he would 
reeci\'o the ulli\'ers~1 sympathy of tho House. (Heal, hear) Mr. 
Montagu had rendered, at any rate in the opinion of many of them, 
g1't\at services to India in tho past, alld he could not mention hi! 
action on that occasion without paying tbBt tribute to him. Bot 
it W8S, he believed, the universal opinion of their Lordships, 'a lid 
as it appeared to everybody outside, that 111 having sanctioned the 
pUblication of this particular telo!(ram--the mamfesto 88 the noble 
Marquess doseribed It-of the GO\, l'lnnent 01 India, expressing ~ 
Vie\V8 they w!'re known to holli but which they were not enti 
to iivo formally to the \\'01 hI, Mr Montagu committed a -hl'9&CJt 
the ordin,l.ry proprioties of Cabinet Go\rerum&rlt to whloh, Iik&t" 
noble ~hrqne,~, ho (Jmd Crewe) could recall no precedent. ' 
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He did not desire to enter into tho ~iroum8taD.e. of the corre.. 

pondenoo that ensuod. He would only say this, that the letAier of 
tho noble marqucl'il, al read by him, did not appear to deserve the 
ptrticular epithets applied to it by Mr Montagu. (Cheers.) If he 
had to criticise t be letter, he would have said it Wall rather bloro 
formal in tone than was pl!rbaps cuatomary between men who wets 
in the habit of sitting round the same tahle several <1ays a week 
and perpetually working together. That was the opposite kind til 
crltioism to that which tho recipicllt had levelled at it. He bid 
110 desiro to 81\y ll.uytbing more on tho per~onlll '1Uestlon, but be 
Muld not belp observing that netion of thIS kind on tbe part. of • 
MlIIiewr, surpri~ing as it. mIght UI! , was less surprising than it would 
havo beon from a memher of a GO\ tltllment in whioh the old tradi
tion of collect! vo reaponsihiht y had boo I! morc unilormly respected 
They could 1I0t Ldp recalhllg othrr Cn.SbB III wblcb IllS Mojoaty', 
Miuisters seemed to have arrogated to thomselves the !'igbt to make 
speeches, either on the platform or sometimes even ill Parliament, 
com eying vIews dl9tinct from and even opposed to those wbicb 
were understood to ho cntirtaillfld by tbe Goverfl1J1ent a8 1\ wbole. 
(Hear, bear.) If this p~l'lI('ular Minister had gone too far, ne they 
all thougbt he had, In t 11(1 assertIOn or thIS indep~ndence, he (Lord 
Crewe) was nrraHi be bad been oncouraged to do It by the manner 
in whieh No. 10, Downlllg street harl conducted the system of 
Cahllld nOl'erllmo " t . \VLat really OIattrred, after all, was wbat 
was gOlllg to bJ tho C/rdr.t UrDU I))(hll, nlld what, was Roirlg to he 
the effect UpOll EIlIt ·, nat \IIlS Hot the lIlomOIJ~ to dISCUSS what 
tbe possIble otrtlct 011 ('II her !111gb t lJe. Tuo most that anyhody 
ooulet do w~s to n:\'lOW tho whole of tim l'\JI-odo u.s lobedy 88 
Jlouible, and trust that when It rl\lJlO to tho ulscusslOns rE'g8rdirlg 
Gleece and Turkey It woulrl not lIo allowod to onter Into tbe 'luel
tiol) at all. Ho hoped th:\t the eplsodc would be completely blotted 
out of tbe IDlIJd of tbe lJ{)lIf,~ relJc(l \I hleh was to take vlace ill Pari •. 
There 'V1l8 thH mill'll tf) }'o saId, that (hI) parlicular opinions at the 
Iud'all Goverumellt II dut f:lr b6yorHl the lI1£mts of the Cllac, lI.ud, 
that belllg so, he tru~terl that tIll/> moat unIortullato pubbcation 
woold Dot in the event interfere with the smooth progreu of the 
CQoferenoo. (Cbeen.) 
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At 8·10, Mr T. P. O'Connor (Liverpool, SootlSlld, Nat.) moved 
the adjournment of the House in 01 der to call attention to what 
he described a8 tbe serif/tis laok of 00 ordination of His Majesty's 
Mlni.ters whioh had brought about the restWl'mtior of Mr. MODtagu 
88 Secretary 01 State for India. He slud the position in India Wall 

sufficiontly serIOus to Impose great rostramt on every man with 
any sense of respouslbillty. He was 1I0t gOlllg to make a personal 
attack 011 Mr. Montagu, nor did be propose to ma.ke any Bugges· 
tion of disagreelllg with the general policy of bis right 
hon. friend III I ndld. As a matter of fact, he WM ill entire 
sympalhy with that pohey, as were most of 1.ls fflends The 
objeot of the mohon was to bJlI.g ont the want of co ordhlation 
between the late lndlan ~ecl'etary ~lJd different members of the 
Government. As he uII,ierstood it, the roa~on for Mr. Montagu's 
disa.ppea.rance from the IndlalJ SO(,fctaryslllp was that he was 
regarded by the PrIme Minister aud his former colleagues a~ ha.ving 
made a dea.dly assault on the principle 01 collective raspon.· 
aibihty of the C!LblUet. Hc demalJded from tee Government a 
clear ijtatement that they would not carryobodlence to what were 
supposed to b(l Mushm opl!llons to tho oxtout of ahandoning the 
prlUclp\o of the protoction of the people of the East from massacre. 
(Cheers.) Mr. GrIffiths (Pontypoo!, Lab.) seconded the motIOn. 

Mr. Montagu's Speech in Defence 
Mr. Montagu (CamulIdgeshirJ, C.L.), who roso III tho shadow 

of tho back bonch bouc[\th tho gallory 011 tho MlIllstoflal sldo, came 
down to the ballch III frolll III rObl'OIlSO to ca]J~ from momh(,'l's. He 
saId .-

I do not propose to take part in the dob:~te Oil the inttlrsstlOg 
topio WIIlCII Mr O'Collllor bas raIsed, bllt l Will d0111 WIth some of 
the veTY grlAve pel'80lla\ charges that have been made agaulI!t me. My 
right hon. friend the Leader of the House says that I have complaiued 
of the statement made to the Houee announcing my resignation, aDd 
that I bad no right to do so because he told me of Its terms before
band. It is true tha.t he consulted me as to the tel'ms and that I 
took no exoeption to tbem. Did he expect that I sbould say, '1 
have served with you four and ~ half yoars 1 ho.ve beon on doef 
and intir'll.te relatione with you and your colleagues. You might 
be k.ulI enough, generous enough, to put in one word of regret.1l 
the severance of this colleaguesbip "? Would it have been of ell, 
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ule to me if bl'l bad put it in at my BuggeBtion' I took note ol tbl. 
effeot of wbat he propo'l(ld to aa)" and I le£t bit room witb tho bope 
that he might say IIOmetbinl, but, of courae, I did not expect that 
he .bould tell mo of the personal BIde of his remark8. I left hi. 
room Bfter what was, of oour80, a painful eOllvorsation, with memo
rable, uuforgettable recolleotiolls of his per80nal klndnes., sympathy, 
and oonsideration. That attitlldo I shall alwaye remember, but 
r .hall find it equally difficult to forget the ~aene in this House 
(Labour cheors) when that was all he could toll the House about 
our parting. 

My fight hon. friend gave to the House a tlme·table of the 
events III connection with the pllbhcatioll of tho despatch I milk" 
him II. present of hiS time table. Hr. WIll filld on illflulry at the 
Inclir. Offico that I gave Ilistructions verbally the very momellt I 
saw tho telegrnm of tho Government of Ilidla that it must he at 
ollce circulated to the Cabinot I tako It {rom him tllat delays 
occurred between my V!JI ballllBtructlOlls aud the nctual duplicatIon 
of the tC\l'grl\m and Its submiSSion to tile CabInet, so thRt it was 
IIOt hll Saturday that he received the tolegram. 1 do not tblllk 
that altors my argument at Cambwlge. It 18 true that before the 
Cabinet 011 Monday flvery 811Jgle one of my colleagues had bad, or 
ought to have had, that telegram in hiS Poss()ssion for at least 48 
bours-Saturday till Moudny 

Lord Curzon', Impudent leller 

I come to the most eerlous charge, thRt I committed a grave 
impropnety by referrHlg to prIvate letters Slid ptlvate cOllversatlOns. 
Does (lot the rigbt hon. gentleman understand that that i. really 
my charge Against the GovernmelJt 1 They say that. I had committetl 
a constitutional outrage which unfitted me to contlDue as their 
colleague. that I bad allowed thiS telflgrBm to be pubHabed without 
consu\te.tlon with them How do the Loader of the BOlUS and the 
Seoretary of State for ForeIgn Alflilrs deal With tho matter' They 
deo.l with it cntlrely r:\IId absolutely by prl vate conversation. Tbat 
i, what I comphull of. l'bu telegram was receIved by tha Oabinet 
on Saturday. 

It WBS knowlJ by the Leader of tho HOUle And by the Secretar1 
of State for Foreign Affaire that I bar) authorised the publication 
On Monday, Tuesclny, and Wednesday. I was seeing my colleague. 
every day. Not one oS them ever Bllid to me thst I had committed 
a gr8.\'e con,tltutional outrage.. The only action tbst wal taken 
"'88 the private letter writte'l to me by Lord Curzon. Let me uk 
my right hOll. friend tbie . Sur posing 1 had gone to the publie and 
laid; "1 oomUlit~d tbie eonstitut.ional outraBe, and the Gover". 
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ant and 110 member of the Government .'lid .ul, tb ina." 'lit.,., 
",buld bav-t said: "What a misrepl'flleotation of tM fact. Did ndII 
Lord CurzoD write and tell you 1" I bad no choice. Do look at ,it. 
form my position. I have oommitted a grave oODltitutional outrarat 
not discovered, apparently, by Bis Majesty'. GovernlJlont uutil 
Thursday, wben the Prime Minister returned to active bUlineaa. 
During the w hole of that timo the a!JJJ achon taken by tile 
Government is this letter. I hllve lJevcr been givt'n an opportunity 
by those who believe 80 convincedly in the doctrille of joint Cabinat' 
action of confronting my colleagues-(Labor cbeers) of arguing mr 
I)llse witb my colleagues. (Labor cheers.) I saw the Prime Miniatel' 
011 Tbursday, and It WIlS made plain to mO tbat ) could no 1011_' 
remain a member of HIR M~j06tY'8 Government. Do have 10"'. 
thougbt of my position. You tell me I have committed a con8tibQ~ 
tional outrage Blld tbe only ar,tion Vall take until YOll see the etreltt 
10 the newspapers and IV hat the Press tell you is a pril'ate Jetter, and 
t hen you tell me I must not allude ~urlhrr to that priVate lettt'r . 

Re,'gnllhun 1\ Prete"t 

I eny I was justified and could not aVOId provlJIg-May I aa" 
this 1 I believe aud I Cl\lIl1ot curtl my m IIlcl of the belief that this 
rea8011 for my reslglJatlOn was a pretext. (Labor cheers.) I WIIJI there 
to prove that your BctlOn between tllat MO/lday ann tba.t. Tbt.1nday 
was evideno6 that It \Vas a pret,ext Unless I took Lor(I' ~r.lot1's 
private letter and referred to It I coult! not make ant my (,8ee, '~nd 
1 Bay WIth great emphasl3 to tho Leader of t.he House that the fuult 
h08 111 the methods of tho Government wInch doalt WIth what tbor 
say to·day IS so grave a matter by /If) other method than by prh Ilt~ 
letter and hy private COllverSlIllOll. (Cbeors.) I b'lV8 said, and I. 
say again, that III my VIew, flghtly or wrougly, the pubhcatlOn of tbl' 
telegram was not a matter that I need brlllg before the Cablllet. 
Higbtly or wrongly, It is olmolls from l.ord Curzon's lettcr tbat ba 
took a different vIew. 1 shall never be able to understand tbia. 
and 1 beg the House to see If tbey olnnot get to·dlLY some answer. 
Take the orolllnry meeting of any Boaro of Directors or any tr~ 
union or any prIvate bnslllc&s III tbo \\ arid 011 IlIlY well conduoted 
affair. The Seoretary of State for ForeIgn Affa.ir" the man 
pril1lal'lly concerned III all this matter, kllOlvs 1 have commItted a 
grave constitutIOnal outrage, Iliid he gOPB back to the Cabinet, whjqh 
i. at tbe moment ~Itting, and Instllll.d of Bayillg one word aboJIt 
tbe gravo oonstltutional outrage tbat I have committed, Bit8 .i~ 
there in the Cabinet and contents himsolf with writing me B pri .. ~ 
letter that tame evening. What IS the ext lanation 01 that" 
Could 1 raille it in tbe CabineH I do not tblllk it W88 • C,bi,. 
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matter. He (Cl1r1.on) doeB. '1 here is allot her Cabinet on Wednel!day. 
By that time Lord Cunon and the uader of tbe HouBe bad ample 
opportunity of aoquaintlllg their colleagues of the outrage tbat 1 bave 
oOl'lmitted. No reference ill made to it at that Cabinet. Wbat, i. 
the reaeon why what 18 alleged ro·d8Y to be .0 grllve a oonahtn
tlonal outrage 18 never mentioned by those {leople who are most 
affected by that outrage 1 (Labor cheers') 

Before passing from that I would add that I agree wit h the 
Leader of tho Hou~e that Lord Cur .. WII 1'0111d 1I0t h",e kllown 011 

Monday-aud 1 dId not kllow- that 8Ctl01l tll1..ell at that Cahlllet 
would bo in tlmo to stop puLhClltlOu of tho tol!'grllm But 1 ,10 pay 
that, SUPP08!11g that a Uahlllot diSCUSSIOn bad taken place nnd the 
Cahlnet had deCIded tbat It wall a gra~e constitutional outrllge to 
vub!tsQ thiS telegram, If do telegram hod heen sellt to Iullill 
Imm(l{lIately after tbat. Cablllet ~Ilyillg "Clear the line, IliA 
Majosty's Government take stlOlig objection to the puLhcatioll of 
this telegram. if it is not too late, stop It," I brlieve-Rnd 1 Mid 80 

on ~aturdaY-lt IS all Irony to reflect that there was a chance that 
the telegram woulri have COmo III time, and thero WaS more thnn a 
chance that publicatIOn would havo heen stopped. 

The Chllrge of MLireprelenllltJon 

There i8 II more serIOus charge mBde ag'l11l8t me than that, I 
referred to t bls prl vate correspondence. 1 t is SRld t hat I mia
ropresollted It I bope tbat evoll my &tCI'Jlost crJtics will BClJuit me, 
however low 1111 OpilllOlI t htlY hIke of IJ1Y character, 01 haVIng Illten
tlonally commlttl'n the folly of misrepresenting slIch a documont. 
I am pro[oundly sorry tbat [or one moment there should have hoen 
any mlsunderstandlllg on that matter. It never occurred to me 
that thero Muld have be'ln, unttl 1 saw the newspapers on Monday. 
Let me tell the House exactly bow tblB very curIOus mistake arole. 
It 18 said that} stated that Lord Cunon In his letter had asked me 
not to Imng thIS matter before the Cabinet. J made no sucb 
~tatemellt, and nobody who heard me would imagine I aid 80 Let 
me ask the Hou'le to cOllslder all expanded version 01 what I said. 
The pOlOt I was making to my audience was tbat, on monday 
when Lord Curzoll knew of thiS gravo COllstltutlonal outrage, be did 
lIot thinK-Bomethlng happened between Monday and 'l'bllraday 
which made him think-that I bad <ione 80metblng whioh would 
not permit my contlllllatioll ill office, becaulle at the end 01 hiM 
letter was, "Don't do It again," whIch showed clearly tbat he 
thought I w.s goin~ to remail' and would have the opportunity of 
doing it again. Tbat ~truck me as the lamest pOllible ending to a 
letter coming from a ma.n who thought that I had been guilty of an 
l'npardonable constitutional outrage. Lord CurzoD elided bi. 

11 (a) 
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Ijltter witls a requeat to do-what! Not to hand. rea,natioD .. 
the Prime Mini,ter, Dot to reoosniae that it .at i"poeeible tbat , 
should oontinue in office with him, 1l0~ to come .. i~h Gim tG t. 
Prilne Mini.ter jUld diecul. tJse matter, bllt 111*1, aud onl, • 
requelt 1I0t to do it again. Therefore the Houle will lee, if fOG 
look at it from the point of ,iew of the expanded verSIOD, that 1 
said that Lord Curzon ended biB letter-I was not quotiog; I did 
not quote becauso I did lIot want the )etteno be \loblished-with Ii 

request-what 7 Not to bring it to the Cablnot, but not to do it 
again, or not to rlo It without consulting lllm. It was a clumeYt 
IOOSA rhetorical e)'pressioll, but If you w:1I look at the verbatim. 
reports of 1'he 'lime! alld the Dally 7'dtgwph. I submit that tho 
interposition of tbo word \I wba~ " after " roqul)st" wit b a noto ,f 
illterrogation alter It, showed tbd what I was saying was tbat Lord 
Curzoll elIded wltb a nquest-What 1 Not to brwg it to tb. 
Cabinet, but to do somotblllg else. (Hear, hear) Thillk of t~ 
grammar. Supposillg that I L~d sall) that Lord Curzun made two 
requesh-(l) Il0t to brIl.g the malter to the Cnblllet; and (2) no~ 
to do It ognlll The proper COllJlIllctlOIJ would be "Il/ld" but the 
word whICh 1 used W9.ij " hut." 

I say that wbat happoned hotween Monday and Thursday wal 
{\ pretext. I do 1I0t waitt to make allY use III tbu debate of Lord 
CUrzOIl'S letter I (lid 1I0t wallt It puLhsbed , I think It ,vaB a '!I.er, 
foohah letter. ijut what tbe House must lemember, alld what Imp 
Curzon forgot, IS t hat for tIle purpose 01 tbls matter anti for 110 

other purpoile the Goverumelll 01 India canuot be correctly deleribod, 
ns • lubordlllate brallch of IIIB MIlJe~tY'8 AdmHllstralion. hrdit 
18 a momber of the League of NatJo/ls, tbe Treaty of Sevres Will 

Bigneu on beba!! 01 llllha illdepelldently as well as 011 behalf of 
Great Britain and tbe DomilllOlls, atld I tbink It is the greatest foll, 
to suggest that India, whIch has beon gll'on DomllJiOIl statu. for this 
purpose and was a. party to the oriillllnl Treaty, shoulU not be 
allowed to exprcsi itl Ol,illlOIl 8S to the modlficatiOIl 01 the Treaty. 
If Jt IS allowed to ~xpress its OPIlJIOII, wbat IS the uso of hushiuB ij\ 
up ~ It is no uae making that oplllion alter thl! COllfer(\l)ce. 'fbe, 
only lime is belore the Conference, and 1 thlllk, sa Lord Beadin, 
tbillka, that tho peoplo ill IlHlia nurl tbll poople in Great Britain 
were elltitled to kllow what aro the vie ... Pllt forward on behalf of 
the people of India by the Gmernment of India. It is not true to 
Bay that they were dictlltJllg to this OI>Ulltry or to the Govornment 
of t\1I1l eoulltry what tbo 'orma of the Trtlaty should be. Wb-, 
tbey did saek to do was to ht\\'c thoir views given tbe fulleat wei,ht; 
and authority and the fullest consideration. Of course, they wo~1cI 
be tho lirllt to recOjllise tbat their viowl hve to be barlllOlli ... 
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with otber and wider ~ew.. But India i. entitled to. predominant 
.bare in the e~tJ~enL with Turkey bee,ulIe no otber country is 80 
intere.ted or baa 80 great a part in it. I do not believe that ft will 
hlLMper the Britieb Government j I belitlVl it wiD belp it. I believe 
that if His Majesty's Government bad found it pouible to pUhlish 
my telegram in answer, thoy would have eeen that I my,etl recogni8ed 
that it was impossible for tbe Allios to ful6I all tbe terms, 

e.binet Re,pon,jblhlJ 

I am conscious of the right of the Leader of the Houae 10 811Y, 
as ho said last Friday, that if my views of the Government wow 
what I expressed them to be, wi,,. dirt I not resign long ago. I did 
not raise the doctrine of breaches of Cabinet responsibility of 
whicb this Government haa been guilty as Ii charge against them. 
That was not my intl1ntioll. I was proud to be a member 01 tbis 
Governmont. I rejoiced ill Its ncbiClVRmsllts, and 1 am proud to 
bave taken some part ill them. WhAt I object to 18 thl1t this 
Government, wblch has flouted 8 hove all otber Governmentq the 
doctrine of Cabinet responsibility, should havo uBed that as au 
eXCUII6 for asking for my resignation. (Liberal and Labor eheen.) 
Therefore I havo no cause 011 the grounds of Cabinet rosponsibility 
or its absonce to reaign from tbe Govornment. 

My second reaSon for not resigning be foro was this. I funda
mentally dilferod from my collcaguos-that is notoriOUS-Oil their 
}.>Olicy io thtl NCllr F.~t, hut my oolleagues bad treated me very 
considorately. I had been given OnA 01 the most difficult positions 
a man oould eVC1' till, the posltton A8 hOBel of one of the Departmon~1I 
of bi& Maieety'. Government and head of the Indian Peaell Delega· 
tion. I bcho\'o J have used With moderation and with a recognition 
of tho dl~ficultles the right to freeuom of expressIon on atfair~ in the 
Middle East so far as they affected Ilidia. My position would h,,·o 
been intolorllble Without It, 1\11<1, moreover, ngbtly or wrongly, when
ever I Was at the point of resIgnation Oil this subject, I thought that 
t he resignation 011 this iSlluo 01 allY Secretary of State for India 
w!Juld hve meant that he delpaircd of gettillg tb816 peace terma ill 
conrormity with our pleJges, and would have bad a din.trous effect 
on Muhammadans in India. I cordIally 8I1'eo WIth my right hOll, 
friend, and I wisb to empbaeiae his remarks that m)' relignation at 
tbis moment does not mean the rejection of the rigbt to eon.ider,,
tiOD of the terms put forward OD behalf of the MOllem people. 

The third reaSOD why I bave never thought it necessary to 
roslgn until now wa. that until quite recently I had every right 
to tbink that I had the 10l'!llty and the cOflfidence, Dot of lOme of 
my late colleagues, but of all of them. And, lastly, r loved my 
work I Tbe fAscination of IndiaD problems has ob,elled me all my 
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lifo. The Princes Ilmi the Nlltive States with their indIvidual 
history Bnd characteristICs, th/l people of Imha Ilwa&kening, striving, 
of tel) for iII·defined Ideals, so varied ill theIr clavelo ,1m eilts, ill their 
ratles, in their history, in their views, tho glorious conception-as I 
thongbt it WIlS, and BS 1 stIli tblUk It Is-of Q BrItIsh Common
wealth of NatIOns bound together by lIs very freedom ami the 
mutual re8pect of a.1I itl partl)efS, acknowledglnR no dliFerollco8 of 
Tace and creed, of constitution or instltnt!cn, OWJIlg ailegl ence, 
unsworvlng and devoted, to one KIlle Bnd one KlIlg-Emperor; tho 
grave dangers of being rusbed on the 0116 Imnd to chaos and 011 tbe 
other of belllg frightened to:rcscllOlI, a rilcord uII(lal"lIole(1 in tho 
history of I he world for uIIseifisblloS8 alld per~onal Ilacllfico of tlSe 
British effort ill Ilit/ia, I wanted, I longed for I1othl:lg better tbah 
so 10llg as I could to devote my~oH to t hc~o all·ahsorllllll; problelbl. 
anrl IlOt to leave IIlIdolle or hJ.H clOIlO at the most cnt.lc .. 1 momen\. 
the worl, In whIch I glonc(]. (Cheer") I hMe parted tIllS weak' 
from collengues In the Iudla Ulhce ami 111 1m1la wllh whom 1, 
worked for a torm of years with uUllltorruplcd accord. alld I havo 
laiel dowlI tho proudest tltlo thut ill my bollef au Ellglishman can 
hold-tho tItle 01 Sccrct~ry of foltato for IlICllll whICh moal18 tbe 
fIght ill part.icular to sorve Iho KlIlg, thIS Pa.lliamollt, Blld IIHJiQ, 
Bud thiS IS the ullh,l[l[llOst moment of Illy hfe. (Choers) 

Mr J H, Thomas (Derhy, Lnh) slwl that ho rhd 1I0t beJiov(l 
that tho 6xl'lllII:\tlOlI of Mr Montagll ulf.,rdod sufticlImt. iU51ilicatlOIJ 
for 'luvtillg from a private lotter (lklr, hoaT.) No grl\\er lIoJllry 
could bo done to puhllo hfe or to a llY 1'II11he mall thllll that a \'f1Vl\to 
lolt or wrlll 011 \Illdrr t.ho Clrcumstlulc~s III \\'Illch prl vnte lottors \vc·c 
WI'ltt.CII shollld ho Ijuutorl III public. 

Mr. Montagu -I '1 111 to undersliulil t.he pOint of violV, and 1 
!U'081111l0 t.hat I h!] Itlgilt lIon. gontlemnn would say tho samo If I saId 
thnl. I (ltd 1I0t I\noto, hut that I l'eil'Ired The point is this, If 
I III \Y 81\y 80 lIow mnch oaslor It would have oeell for me if I 
could have quotod It, Tho wholo COllI J oversy, 80 far as tho letter is 
Doucerned, hal arIsen becausl) I could 1I0t , becauso It was a prl valo 
loHllr. The whole of my caso is that thiS is 1I0t tho way III whicb 
the Government ought to transact its bl18lnes8. 

Mr. J. H. Thomas 8alli hIS answer w.u that there W&8 tbe 
opportunity lor tbo Right Hon. GOlltleman to have como to tbtl 
!Io\lse and there Slated tho whole pOSitIon (Ch(lel's) At the S81ne 
time, it WM only faIr to a~k wha.t excuse there was for Lord Cutzon 
\lot Imngillg the matler Immedlatoly hoforo the Cabinet wbell he 
had beeu told that thIS telegrllm bad been mad6 publIc. (Hear, 
hel\r.) 
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Mr. ChamberlaIn'. Reply 

Mr Chamberlain said be bad lleVer been called upon to take 
I)art. In 11 disousslon so infinitely painful. On the part of It whioh 
liMit with the roference by bf~ Right Hon, friend. Mr. Mont&gu, to 
tbe private ]ettn sent to blm hy Lord CllrllOIl ant! tbe oxplAolJation 
wblob he ha.d given, he demeel to say the IOll.At tbat be could 8ay. 
HIe rIght Hon friend rofrrrcd to a prl vate letter without the COho 
8en t of the wri ter, bavmg, as he bar! t,o]d thorn, 110 desire Lbat the 
letter should be made puhllc. There were obVIOUS reasons wby 
3 letter SO written from (1110 collea.guo to nJlOthor should not be 
!!lade public It, was IlOt IVrlttcli for puhlrcatlOll, and ho aId not 
IwolV eXllct.!y w hat the rOllscqn,!lIccs of the I,ubliration might be 
Olear, bear) Hut ~r Montagu mllst roallse that he could not 
challenge tho bOlior of I~ collcapl() by rflference to a prlVl~te letter 
from hIm and hy qo doiug, call for snd enforco the publication of 
that letter, ~~heel's), Ueiefflllg to Mr Montagu's r,ollvllrsatlOll witb 
Lord CUJlfloIJ,. he asked Dl!l his lIght hOIl friend hlllt to Lord 
Curzon that there wa~ al,y possJlllhty of stopping thst telegram 
author'ising puhhcatlOu l No Why, aslwd Mr Montllgu, did lIot 
Lord CurzolJ at 011110 1111;1O\1I1C6 to the C.lhmet what hat! been dOll01 

Would It havo 116011 t\ b'ltl~!actlOn to Mr. Montagu or a congenial 
ta&k to Lord ClIr!.oll? Tho nmchhlf \v"s (101le r~o~poIl8IhlJity for 
the ,lrLlOfi rCbter] III vihel h'llJ(l~, :wd Lpnl Cut7.011 left iL thero, 

The Prllllll MI'mlor first hIJIlW of the puhllc!\tlol] when ho mad 
!t ill the Londoll tllOrlllllg l'IlPflTS 011 ThursdllY lIn sent for Mr. 
Mont,lgu, aurl rmrnedllLlcl.l' ,,[tn/' that IIIlervtew tho Prime Minister 
calllO to Beo LICIl 110 had IIUI er Boell hrlll 80 Jlcrtul bed Of disturbed 
nl)"ut allY plIhhc lIlei(lent.. Tho PIIIlIO MrlllsLo!' rcgardcu the 
Il~t\O)1l of Mr ~1'JlllllgU ,l~ a gl,Wll nallOllal misfortune-(hoar, 
!>cnr,)-and aho a~ WJlltlllg III thftt JoYtl]ty from 0110 ml'mbcr of 
tbe Call\not to MIO\ her which \\ ,\> eb,enlll\\ to the smooth worl(· 
IIIg oi CJohlllot UOYClnOlcut, (Ilelll, hear) No tradlilOIl of public 
hfo juetltiellil MUllster 111 pubhslllog a toleg'IJom of i>uch JrnportBnco 
lIilbout first ('oJl'ml1l1icatlllg It to allY olhor Minister who was 
immedIately concerned 111 the matter, and also submIttIng It to the 
Prime Minister, If not to tho Cabinet Hsoif. (Hear, hear.) Another 
laple on the part of Mr. Montagu was that wblle he circulated the 
teleg.'am he never Clrculatou hIS reply to it, nor the telegram from 
tbe Government of India presslJIg IlJr Immediate pubhcation. The 
respon<;lbllity for thc wholo unfortuna!e business rested not upon 
tbe Cabillet, but upor Mr. Montllgn who dJrl not let tbem know of 
the actIon he bad t,lke". (Hear, bear) It Wail for tbo Prime 
Minl$ter and 110 ()tbnr parbOil ~o act, and the PrIme MInister did act 
the ver)' moment he b~c!Lme aware of IVbit bad been done, [t "at 
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tho universal opinion that tbe Pdmo Minilter was right in aooeptina 
the resignation which Mr. MO/ltagu tendered. (Ilear, bear,) His 
riibt hon. frlond could not ~b8olve himself from hi" relpoD.ibility 
in tbe matter by trying to cbarge Lorll Curzon with failing in hi' 
duty. (Hear, bear.) It bad boen soid t'hat Mr Montagu wat .seri
floed to tbe Die-bards clamollr-(hear, hear )-and to tbe IU bservienoe 
of tho Prime Millistor and his colleagues to the Pres8. (Ilear, bear.) 
That was not so. His right hon, friend reBl(neO 011 the question 
of constitutional propriety and Cablllct responsibility. (Cheers,) If 
ho had tbought that by IIItroduclllg other worda into the statement 
he made ill tbe HOllso he couhl do anyt bing to mitlgnte the pain 
of Mr. Montagu's pOSitIOn, or gHe cOll60latioll to bim , be boped the 
right bon. gontlemall would behovo thnt woulcl ba,.o been doue. 
Ono kllew bow proioulIllly he was illteresteo III Indin, and how 
earneat.ly be bad stnv(JlI. "lid how deeply pawful it was to him to 
Bever hiB connect.lOll With that \\ork while It was still ulJfinished. 
Hie right bon. fnend was not the Dilly MlI.lslor who bad to religo. 
He was not the only Secretary of State who had found it was not 
compatible with hiS duty to romalll 111 olhee, He 011', Ch!lmbf!rlaiJl) 
sympathleod with lum, and he deerly deplored the rigbt bon. gentle
man's misconcept.ioll of hiS duty to tbo Cablllct and the effect of 
bie action in puLlic l\[alr8 whIch rOllrlcred hiS SQvoranco With ~be 
India OlJice InevitaLlo (Hear, bra!',) 

Mr, Asquith (Pl.d~lcy, L) elW] that he regarrled the llfocodu:e 
adopted by tho bto Secrotary 01 :;"tMo 11I1 IndIa as IIlcompo.tlble 
with tue olemolltary rule. of OubltloL (}ovorlllllont At the samo 
tIme ho oxproBsod hiS 811lCnre nlgrcL that;l c:Utlcr which had been 
Ilssociated with so much (rmtflll \VOIk III tho illtorests nf I"dla and 
the Emplro had for the mumllnt been ehcekotl (IIear, bear) Tbose 
who Silt 011 tho front Govcrnment bench hu.d snrldonly <'hsco\'cred 
alld solemllly procLlimed to tho world that thero wus 8ueb 1\ tbwg 
M C",billot re~polIslblhty (Hour, hoar,) Tbat Wrl~ most remarkable. 
(I.aughter.) Tblb tllIlllr Was lIot (\11 lsolatoll IIlcldent, but II. chmllx. 
Tho whole thing domollstl'atecl tho mor.ll allli polttlca!lm\losolbihty 
of attomptillg to guvorll by a Cua.IItlOn wblCh bad no common 
cementing principle or policy. The moral be drew WIltS tbie : that. 
~y ,hould get back on~,e for 1\1\ to the old straight VlIlJ when 
people were divided by real differences rounded upon oODvietion 
and principle. 

Mr. 1'. P. O'Cunfl(Jf' then IL'JlMircw his motWlI for the adjournm.fIl. 
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MR. MONTAGU'S THATFORD SPEECH 
17TH MABUH I9'! 

Subaequently Mr Montaeu in pre.ldin. over a politic:ll and part, 
meebll. at Thatford in IUpport 01 5" Richard Wmfrey, M. P. lor Southw .... 
Norlolk, dehvered a long speech latlina OVer an hOllr, In the COllrM 01 which 
benld 

I do not propose to pur8ue any personal matter, becauso on that 
I have 011 more thrlfl one oora810n enle! my sny. I do not propose, 
for illstallce, to weary you \\ Itb my vie\\'~ "hont Lord Cuuon 
(laughtor), except to thiq, lhnt hi~ 1"lter 10 mo show allew, what 
I have nlways fclt, th1t he \\,111 InSist UlIOIl lool{lng at India .. prob· 
lems aud the Indian Emplro With the light, behllld bim. He lee. 
over that great bnd hiS portolltolls sharlow, Bnd he rememhers al 
tbe bigb wltoter mark, HI IllS oplnioll, III Its history tho groat da)', 
when h'3 was Vlceroy--days from wlllch he Wished that It h!ld novor 
eb~ged I 

This attitude 011 hl3 pnrt nccoulJt~ for the fact that I have not. 
I am afr.lid, a}lprcrhted fta much ns bo would wish what be would 
rail. I 8Ul'pose, "ullstlntcd alh ICC alln a8siRtalloe," Illld whQt I 
shoulU descrlbo, Ii I were so mlllrlo(i, by a moro accur~te and rllther 
dllierollt term. (Lnughtor) 

As for the Prime Mllli8tor, I ngalll propose oarofully to avoid 
allY vcnonal i~8U6. Last week, when I wus addressing my own 
constituents, I sought to make 1111 oPP\lal to that seclion of tbo COli' 

servati,e Party known as the Dlo ·hurd scction. To my regret" if 
not to my surprieo, tho Ilppenl that I made does /lot appoar to have 
been v6ry luccossful. Thoy hod the eX'l1llSlto satisfaction of reeeiving 
my beltod 011 a charger, but thoy hllrdly pa\l~od 111 their pursuit of 
the Prime MUllster sulliclently long to dovollr the corpse I 

The melll was followed III rapid sllccession, first, bv that 
remarkable mesting of tho COllservatlve Party 111 the House of Com
rllODS," whlcb did not result. at auy rate, in comlllg to all entburiaatio 
vote of confidonce III the Prime MilllBter. Secondly, we read tbat 
two great and dlstiuguist.ed COllservatlvo statesmen-men wbole 

• This rdl'r~ tu 11 mr( lIng of 200 l'nl'lUllt membcu 0' the Hoase for the 
pllr~ of eXprCfi81n~ conthkncc In tll"lr ll'''~'rB autl re.lteratlng pledget of 
lapport to the Coal.LiJn Hoyt The dl~cu8810n WI\I a long an' I (IcltlDa OM. 
and altbollih It wall eXp<'ctL I that It" ollid end In a triumph for Mr. Lloyd George, 
It w .. fOllud that the Tory mtlllbera dill nut w~nt the Prime KII~IMter uDalll· 
mOlllly bllt only Oil their own term. willcu wpre not CRfiY In tbe ('nd no vote 
o[ Conftdence wal pUlled, no relOkitlun muved, all.1 the oon'crel\cl! «,tided III 
• _lee. 
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patriotic achievementA would h"ve made everybody hope for BUO· 

cess-have neither of them seen their way to aacept one of the 
highest offices in the country. 

We bave Bcell t hem refusing the office on the gruuude, it is 
alleged, with what truth I do not kIlO\\, thut they doubt the perma
nency of tho Millistry . We should romero ber and admire the 
tremendous antI almost unparalleled Bchievem€'llt of the Prime 
Mmister for tho hellofit of tIllS conntry !I1'lU thj" Empm"l, 111)(1 the 
world must Rympathise WIth hlln III IllS \1'('1I1I10rlte(1 holulay nt 
Crlccioth, where ho 18 hOUIlc] to recoglllbo tbat 1111 the eX[lodielits 
which ho IS uSing to help hlro ill mllil.tallllllg tho Goverllmellt 
(whIch, 1 beheve, 1'1 almo'lt 11I(1IS[HHlbuLle to the .veIl LUlIg 01 tlllll 
country) Ilrs Iflllding to what louks irko 1I dangerous dE'gl'Ae 01 humi· 
Iiation and dlffic\1lty, 

Mr. MOlltagu furt her RaH] t hnt t hrro was hardly a matter of 
snpreme importance' to tIllS co,llItry which really dlvHltHl pllrt1C8. 
AIIII If they Ilsked IlIlY orcllllary Clt.II.('1J W~[,t WOI'O the suprpme needs 
of the people of thIS coulltry at thr 1ll01llCllt, he would rt.ply first, 
peace, secondly, Lotter trade, !\tId tlnrdly, lown LlXutlOn (Cbcrrs) 
Tho groat word peace really cmored the other two 

Lancashire', Losses In Eastern Markels 

Probably tho 11l0~t difficult pOSItIOn of the world to rlay, .~o I"r 
as peace was concerlled, was the positron hetweell Gree~e and 
Turkey, WhICh not ollly dl"turb(ld the whole 01 the East, but had 
0. Vital effect upon the export trade of our COUll try. There was no 
douht that Lancashlft3 waS sufferllJg to day largely, i! not mandy, 
L(lcau.se of the alfect upon it,~ exports of ('OttOIl goods to the East 118 

a consequence of tho formgn policy w luch wo had been pursulllg. 
lIe said It last week-amI ho \\ould say It agallJ-he could /lot 

understand, and it had lIevor been cxphullod why It was tho.t we 
alone of the Allies had been pursUIng III the mall1 what \'as called 
wrongly a pro-Greek pohcy. He s:wl "wrongly," hCCMlSO he could 
llot ullderstllnd that It was of IlIlY use to the Greeks. I twas 
certainly of no use to the BrItish Empire. 

Wo are at the last sltlge of the eurleavollr to get po ace in the 
E~st, said Mr. Montagu Lord Curzoll \VIIS gOllill' to Paris next 
week, and It was becl1use I I\uthorlwo the puLhcatlO1l of the views 
of the Goverument of India on thIS m<ltter thilt [am addressing you 
no longer as SecretalY for llldlll, hnt meroly as the oWller and IIlba
bitallt of Becclcs Hall, Norfolk. 1 have IOllg ago <lJsmissed as quite 
ridiculous the doctrmo of Cabinet ResponsIbility a9 preached by my 
oolleagues. I have glvell somo lllstilllces, but I ha\ e been debarred 
{rom gIVIng other strrklllg lIISLllllCes which have lllvolvod this countrl 
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in -heavy expenditure, beoause tbe iOltanee'! which I save were 
notriollBly done witbout a deoision of tbe Cabillet, whereas the 
inltalloes 1 abould like to give 'lore not known to tbe public al 
CGUling within that category yP~. 

Returnlllg to the subJect of thtl Vioeroy's telegram, Mr. Montagll 
'l10ted from 1\ apooch of Sir WJlhS'll Vincent, the Home Membl'f 
of the Governrnunt of Iwlla, 0 J F"hru Lry 21st I !J21, III which he (Sir 
Willia'll) qllo'cd from B ~p(lech hy Lord Chelmsford, the tben 
Vl(l~roy, "ho ~:\ICI, '~hOltly "Her the Armistice I wrote to Ihtl Rerre· 
til'f of State th!lo~ feellll~ III [udl .• was mJ3t ciHtllrhdd over the 
qnoltioll of t.ho Tllrki~h peaco terms. Illutlclll"Jly with f"garf! to thl'! 
doly I'IRce~ ,,1111 the lutllrB 01 (JontllLlltlJlople. III t.bo BamQ mOllt h 
my Goverllment. Ilgain cilbled to the l-,tloretllry of Stllte urglllg IIron 
lllm the importallrE) of 8110t her ssttll)lnl'lIt of the TurkIsh praca term8, 
COlIst<ioring the effect upon tbe ~111hammadall oplIJioll ill IlIdlll." 

"At that elate it will be seeu that the Ooverumont of Iurlin." 
s·\irl Mr. Montl\gu, "were dOllig wh,lt Lord Curllfln would ollll clio
httJl'Ig to the Home Goverrlml'lIt." Mr Montllgu referre'i to a '\leeoh, 
"I whleb he rMo CO'lsHiel'l\ole extml1ts, by the Pnme MiniBt.er III 

the HOllqe of Oornrnoll~ on tho 22/1d !<'eorullry, 1920, III which he 
rl1f'l\lled the solomll N ,~ttoIJIII iJ!oc!ge glvell 10 the Muhamml\dll1l8 of 
1,,<1t<\ rlilrlllg the 'V,lr In JIlIlIl<iry, 1918 That pllHige Was: 

"Nor afe we fightlllg to dustroy Au~tro Hung~ry or to dtlrrlve 
Tllrkoy of Its C8\11tlll or of the rich aile! rOllowlled lauds of A~il\ 
\1111or !\nd 'i'bmcB which ,nB prcdomlJllllltly Turkish ill rllee." 

"But",81IHI Mr MOlltugu, "III view of the w called pro-(ir/lIk 
policy of Ihe Prlme·MlIlIstl'l-IIIS OWII reculiar and ep('cllll}lflliry 
nriortpd PVl'f sHleo thll Ofecl{s Wllro Illvlted to ~myrna, he (Mr. 
MO"tBgl.l) dl'i not remember Oil whllt (J,lbllJet declSHltJ "e Wl.'tC In 
nallg"r UTJleS8 It was remedied at thtl comllig ConferellC(l of brellklng 
Irrl1psraLly our word to the IIIIiI611 subjects who plny"d 80 pro
mJn(lTlt a part III the dl1fellt of Turkey" 

"For heaven's sake," MId Mr. Montllgu, "let the British fJf'oplo 
k.lo'" the factl! and don't let them go hoodwInked and 1,IIIIdfoiried 
Illl<ier tbe loanersblp of the "rmlo·MlIlInter" Mr MOlltagu _dried 
I h It tbo p:lbhC1\hon of tbe "iew of the Indian Govt. eould do no harm 
Lut could only do good, and 8l.ud· "I am 8fraid , am unrepentant." 

"If you want (Ieace 10 India," arlld Mr. MOlltllgU, "and good 
trade if) India, you mUlt hIVe peace In tbe Near ERat. If you are 
to have peace in the Near Fait, there iA ono absolute ee8entiHI, 
tbat you mu.t keep :Y0llr promises, I\"d my hopes are higb tbat ill 
th6 eoming weeke p""ce will be ~S8ured tbere, and tbat it will haY e 
rep81'eol.iona throughout the world." ' 

12 



India in the House ot Commons 
HOUSE OF OOMMON::;-~7 J'H MAilUIl 1912 

In the House of Commons on March 27th, in the course of 
the debate on the Consohdated fund (No.2) Bdl, during which 
was discussed the whole of the Britllh policy at home and 
abroad, Col. Wedgwood spoke as follows on the subject of 

-India -
As one who, fortunately, h'IS throllg'hollt t.lken the right line 

and ba8 now beell proved rlght-l have a\w:~ys 5al(1 in this Houstf' 
thnt it was cssoullal tha.t Constalltlllople shun\,) L~ re8tored to 
Turkey 8ud tbllt Smyrna should b() part of 1110 1'01 klsb DommioD!', 
ever since the Ihbate b(lg 111 two alilI a b,df yeaI' ngo-l should 
lIaturally hke to POIllt out to tbe Goverllmellt, that, nlthougb tl:tey 
bave filially, 1\8 I beiJevo, III thoso PaIlS terms, come down Oil the 
Tight SIde of tbe leucll, yet thtllr hcsit\tJoll whIch tae b'Jen rl~e 
very largely to tholl' Low.\( Illcorrectly ltIiornll'd durITII .. the Ia.st 
two and a balf years, has dOllo Illore thlLll allytbing rl~e i!t'llllreign 
affaIrs to shake t.ho credit of tho HntH.b Empire, Ilot on!y in the 
MIddle East hut III tho wholo 01 tho F,u El~t as well t:i1l very 
illIDcfltable that ollly now, Ulldol' a partlCuldr form of prfl which 
I for one aUl very Barry to see, hM thn ForeIgn Ofllce fina .' ta.dopted 
the Jllst bolutioll 01 tbe ~hdrlle East qnestJon It nJittst not be 
thought t.bat 1 and my frIt.IIUS bave boclI anvoratlllg tho roeolutlOn 
01 COlJsto,lItillople. to Turkey, or the rrstOrt\tlOIl to Tnrkcy (;f tba.t 
part 01 Tbrace and that part of AWl MiliaI' wlHch IS oc('u[lled by 
tbe OttClmll1J TurkS-It must 1I0t bo supposed tbllt we have beoD 
Il&lollg lor tbat a8 tbe bOll. and gallrUlt member for Meltoll (Sir 
C. YutCl,) bas alwll)s asked for It, because It would ~oolhe down the 
Moslems of India. Our ohject throughout In urglllg th~ scttlew6111i 
Which I bope bas now been arnv~d at Las been tbat It ill an 
emllllllltly ju~t settlement, alJll that our lJre&tlge and reputatlon 
deplluds, 8S nD hon. Member has slud already, not UPNI our Army. 
!lot upon our Air Force, but upon our traditIOnal Ben~e of justioe 
evell to tbe under.dog. If If e had ouly done this two years ago, 
bow mucb better would our roputatioll have been, how much better 
would our .traditions be for the fl1tur(l. 

1 want to·day to Bay 8 word or two about the pressure tbat 
haa been brougbt to bear from India to leOUN tbu solution at whiob 
the Noble Lord bas arrived, and to WhlOb tbis ooullhy i. I h ...... e 

• .1 1 • -r, now oommltteu. bave said that we on thIS Bide ahvaYll want&d 
Jb.t SOlutlOIJ, beeaUBf> w~ behe\'o it to be the rlgbt 8QiutiOD, 
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think it iB'very unfortunate that we havo given the impreuion now 
to the wbole world that we b3\'e only taken up the position of 
justiee to Turkey in deference to tho pressure broucht to hear by 
Mosillma 01 India, It is an exalDple of leebleneas wbioh ought not 
to bave been given. As 0. mattor of fact-Rnd I think that this 
ougbt to be said here in this House-people who have studied the 
quostiolJ in India know perfectly well that you will not be able to 
800the dOWII Moslem OPIIIIOIl ill IlIdm by glvlIlR WBY to the dnmauda 
of tbe Kbilllfilt aglt.ation aq rrgards the s~ttlement or the Turkieb 
quostlOn, Tbe Khllufut agitation p~ed thn Turkl~h question, but it 
was not because of the Mosl~m lIlIr(\st ill 11111111 Tho Moslem unrost 
in I,tlha WIll coutlll1l8, They \I,ll finel ~omn ot her oxeU66. and they 
will merely despIse tbn Brltl~h "Hai JJ who hilS givnn \vay to 
thom 80 obvi(!lIsly Oil the TllI krsh questIOn-who blls given \\'ay to 
pressure IIIstead of IICCdptlflg Lho ju; t solution, We should \lot 
bIH'O convoyed thIS JnI!,rOS.lOli to t /'0 ;\1o~ll'mg of Judi" I 11m 
cllrtnlll t hat tho fOllnd('rs 01 t h(1 Mosll)m ngrtlttlOll will 1101, be 

. molified by your !'cttlemcllt 01 I hI' TuJlmh 'IlIeqtlOll Their anit mlo 
towards EnglalJd fIlm'llll~ II ()II' what It WII~ he fore the Pllri~ COil
feronce It is onel of I/ISH;\OIII ho~tdlty awl YOll ClllllIOt Boothe 
down tb,lt hosillity by Ilrr eptll1g the t(llrgrnrn from Lbo Viceroy 
or tho throrIe~ of tho llUfl'llIIl'racy III II/dIll For the Iaat three 
YO.lrR c\'ery AIIglo-llIIlllllI otilrl d ill Illch ,i Ira<; hooll hOIl'RlIIg this 
GUVl'rflmelit to acrc)!t the ~105 1 e lU deU\alllh-tho KllIhfnt oemaud. 
-on the TuJl" , h (l'h 'R tioll, Th(')' hal"l hopod that thorehy thllY 
wOlllel Ill' ahl<l to plllcato tht' ;'\1 11 ,11 rn~ , Lot mO II~RUro the HOllso 
that t 1 'Y "JlI \lot t herehy 1)[\ al ,lll to lJIlIC' lto thorn, The MQslems 
of !lIdr.lo IU' commlttrd (0 S\J l!Wtlllllf; {,Ir moro trell1(>/ldOlJA thull 
th~ settlemellt of '\ cOllnby whIch bhure6 lhelr lillo, bllt in whil'h 
othorwjo£ 1 h y bv' 110 tllrcrt 1I1tf'r~Rt. 1'h, yare out for their 
• ~wllrl\j , Thoy Ilro Oil!, I !lm afr.lll Ifl tbo cllse of filA Mo&lomll, 
wah very If:lul!: hOS!'lllty III thlo cOllntry, to got rlU "i tho Ellslr~h 
cOlltrol over I ndla I do Iliit thlll k you bave improved lhe aitlllllion 
by j::ivlIlg wuv (, Ihe \,res ~ urr, accC!p t :"g M gOBpel wbllt bill upen 
8tll.tl'1I In the V lecroy's de, pat rh !lrd a(1I OCJ\~ ed by Sir 'V. V 1I1l: , l it 

and olhers of the penn " ,('1,1 officl8l& III 11'11111. 
" 

The Chance ~l Authollt)' 

The fRct of tho Dl'll tfr I~ that IIl(ha 19 b~cO .J' lI g day by day a 
more dal ll'rronq I,f(,hlem for this 1 tll[>lre, >inll II bile I 11m vcry glnrl 
10 see Ihe Noh!.! Lord 01 po~'te 10 chargp of 171rhnll qucpth.n9, 1 clo 
Ilot 'Prctllnd that tho r,h'~[lF(o whIch hAQ hl'en marl" Ifl tbo rOllrluct of 
the fn<1i'i Offi\)e hr>s 11i trill tbinJ:~ any tbe (,1I~I('r 'f)) ludia or bal 
tbrt> " D ally more bopefulIJesB Into my attitude towards tbe Jnd1an 
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diffioult,.. I am arraid thole ol u. who love Iwilll attd ju.fi~ fei, 
Iudia, 8lJd tile devclopnhlllt of f4!al demoerie1 in If,dia, muet .., 
t,h3.t the I"te Secr"ta,), 01 State WIU of all !>he Member. of tbi' 
Houle far RI,d uwl'1y the best fitted to hold that ~l('Il" atul tbat _lit 
lubatituLIOIJ for him of Ibe Noble IJOId in the otber place, who. 
kllOWII oothillg 01 IlIdil~ alld whose p~st hll.8 bet'n relotionary in tbi. 
Houeo-I do not know what It haa been ill tho ot"ler House-i. nat 
Ilkel), to bode good for India or for the tralN&ioli I1.lId reputAtion of 
tbi. coulltry. We have Pl1t our bands to the plough in IndIa. The 
Moutagu Chelmsford Reforms are not a step which can be withdrawn. 
We bave got to go on 011 those lines. You are pledged by the 
Augu8t Doclaratioll of 1917, bOl/ourably pledged t..) act Indin on the 
rOl!d to Freedom alld to work for Domlllioll Home Rille in India, 
\lot nt Olloe, hut IIY stagos. That bal be~n our decl.;r!~tion. 0,", 
bOllour is boulld up III It I see tbe " Times" pointillg out that tbe 
MOlitagu·Chelmslord Reforms show ~iglls of breaking down io 
prlArtice, that the attitude of the lndia!) L~gislatllre towards the 
Budget, towards the lluest,lon of raislIIg additIOnal money lor the 
Army in IndIa, i8 all IlItrllrlSlgeant attitude taken up throu,h 
hostility to the British Rule, and must mal{e It mora difficilit to 
vurane the Montagu Chelmsford reforms and may lead us tn reoon
bider t he whole Questloll 01 those reforms That alolle is lamentable. 
It 'VIII be nsed Ull platlol m aftt r platform, al an IlIu8tration of 
\V hat tbey are always throwlIIg in our teetb, namely. Hrltlab bad 
lalth. They Will 6I1Y-" Here you ~ee aglUIl. There wile a prolDi" 
of tbe British Goverllmellt and now a suggestlOlI bas alrclAdy been 
made III unoffioial QUal'trrll th ,lt the step Rhoulo be reVlowed, arId 
the policy should be revlserl," That IS'IIot all. It is a malter of 
enormous pity tbat tbo very dny tbat tho Secretnry of State, who 
loved J I,ldla, reslgnrd, there WIiS 1l0tl fled III Indll' the IIrrest of 
Mahatma Gandhi. Anyhody who bns closoly stlldled the Indian 
questIOn recently will know that the GoverlllllBllt III Illdia, Lord 
Hoading's GovernlIlBlll, was playlt lg U VBIY difficult game wltb 
extreme @klll. For month "It"r month they wore urged by lfrtl8pOn
u~les in this country to denl WIth the lion co opefllt\on m"vemelJt 
by force, to imprison tbe IIgitlltllr~. Gnd to cloSI! down Ib" BgltalloD. 
Of courae, you cannot close down Iln 8~lta.tion by illJprl8onmeot. Lord 
Reading and bIB admllllstratlon were deahug with the 1I,1tatioll ou 
l,roper Iinee. • 

Character 01 Indian Ailtanon 
The House should ulldcrstnrlo that tho agita.tion in Jadi. 1e 

1101. an agitatioll solely aguimt Wt'lteru rule, but that it is an agi .... 
Illlll Ilgai[J~t Weaterll cmlieation, and IJOt merely ogninat Wflflter.n 
lule. GalJdbi's asitatiQlJ, if CIImed to it.loiical cClIclu.ioP, 1Ilt.1ll 
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tbe abolition of Oaloutt .. Bomba, aDd Madr.... It .eant th, ~. 
tion of civilimion and the return to ToletoJan in.tttu~oa. of Ua. 
Middll acet. Aa that .,itation proceeded, people ill Indi. willi 
pOtae8aed • Btake in tbe CIJuntrl beosme alarmed. A. the .,itatlon 
dneloped ill one calle by meatta of the Moplab rebellion, wbare tbe 
Motlem murdered the Hindu, and in tbe lIex~ Qattl by tbe mae_r. 
01 the police ill tbe United Provinces, more and more of t.he 
moderatea said: .. It is an right to be aull·Ellglisb, but tbi, it a bit 
thick" They bl'cl1me naturaJly reoonoiled to tho Government II 
the exce_eea of the Non co·operation movement, wellt on, and then. 
just as things were mOling admirably, tho disaster came. The 
Vloeroy was forced-l will not ~fly how he waa forced-to do exactly 
what Gandbi was playing for, and imprisoned Oalldbi. Tbere i8 no 
lack of peole in ludia who are prepared to go to gaol. You can fill 
every gaol in ludia five times over, voluntarily That is what Gandhi 
didi n SOllth AfrICa, He filled the g.\o\s in South ArriCIl ill ordor to 
break tbt! Tr&IIBv&al Goverllment, bllt III South .\fricll the Indi~ns 
were in 1\ minority, Ilnd they did 1I0t sllMel'l1 o.\togethl'r At all)' 
r*te, they ouly sucreeded partially. In India the Indiana are in the 
majority, and if you Once get it into the brads of people in India. 
that the most patriotic tblllg that t hey can perform for tbeir country 
is to go to gaol, you WIll fill aJl tbo gaols. 

Failure of Impre"lon 

That 18 what is proceeding in Iudia. Tho a,gitator8 have now 
been arrested, but tbe agltaL/Oll goes on. Tbere is no end to tbe 
reprOUIOll, jllst as there 18 110 elld to the agitation. You ·ban 
locked up Gandhi tlnd given hIm six yeare' ImpriAunmont. My 
friend Lajpat Rai and every olle of my friellds III Illdio. are in goal. 
It i~, unfortunately, becomlllg almost the right thillg for an Iudian 
to be in gao\. That, i8 a homble thJlJg instead of, as thele was a 
cbance three monts ago, worldng through the MOlltagu·Chehtl6ford 
reforms, and gradually getting the I ndlan people in favour of thOle 
reforms, and gettwg them out of the Non 00 operation movement, 
Into Co operation and friendship with t biB country. The future the" 
is blaek, alld Olle doel not know wbat Iii to be done. I urge upon 
the U flder.Secretary of State that he should take ever)' p088ibJe 
measure to alleviate thf lot 01 the polltioal leadere wbo are in 
priJoll. It is all very well to ima,inf! that an Indian pri_oll i. like 
an English priloll, It is not. An III<iian prieon is more nearly aD 
aPPIOacb to bell tbaD 8DY l'rieon in thi, country, Anybody who 
t... read the rCllorte of 'he Andawan Ilnd otber Jndian gaols "jIJ 
not conBider that goirg to {orison for cOllsciellco lake in India ie to 
~ compared witb somi to priron for conrcience IlIke iJl tbi. cO\llltr1, 
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I do hope that the Michael Colliuso. of Indi. 810 not heine 
treated 'U feloDs. but are being trnted a8 gentJeman. It may be 
neeeuary to put them in priloll-I do not lIay M1ytbing about thl~ 
-but let tbere be 110 Indignity j let tbere be no Ullnece88~ry bJ\td· 
,hip. Let there be a. deliberate distinction drawn for the first 
time in India between the political offenders Imd the ordifl&l'Y 
common or garden felon. At present thEre is no distinc· 
tlon in regard to food. and there is nO'· distlllction in regard to 
quarters. 

Tbe attitude of the administration towards the politioal often· 
der iB almost. one mIght thillk. o:le of v~ngpanr,e. That willllot 
do. It will /lot do for thiB eountry aud It ~ III !lot do for our luture 
relations with IndIa. We bave got to lhL Impriwllment stage. 
Tbose people have gone to pri~on. they havo filled the gao1a but the 
agitation goes on The Mxt step bRs already been advocat~ 
from the behOheB below the gallgway. and that IS to muzzle the 
Preaa. The Press Act IS to be repe'lled You are now havlllg an 
agitation to prevellt the repec.l of the Prose Act The Press is 
becoming daily more IDlportalit III I wl;a. Its CIrCulatlOl. is going 
UP. and. what IS far more Importlll)t, the Pross is being read in the 
agrIcultural VIllages alJ(l IS b,)lng lIRIHI fOl' aglbtlo[) purpOSM Muong 
tbe oultlvators IUld amollg tho uneducat oll people III India :l~ ne\'er 
belore. Every stroke of policy \\ blch Iud you to lock up tho :Jgita 
tors must drao you IIle~ Ilably to pr06cn bo I btl PrObS IS woll, aod 
when you hlAVO prolcflhotl tho Press nlill "hell YOII ba\'o I'ro&crlbcd 
meellllgs, there com~8 tho Ilcxt ~tdgl) far more d:ul1l1.lbJe than Qn),
tblllg t.hat bas beon 10'(0110 through 1II the past, lIud that 15 . the 
stage of secret orgalilBatlOli anti nssn;;olllRlwn You wtll gilt to that 
juet as ) ou have got to lha oLher stllgos. 

Polenhnl Danger for Empne 

What is the futuro ot tbe BritIsh Empire to bo if 1"0 Bro going 
through all theso stag08 1 I t WIll be wow' thall the h' '-h terror. 
becaus8 when you got a rllce war It is mllrh worsc thDIl war I:Dtn eon 
(wrJ wblte races When you get to that tho SilO is tbe Sll.mo. You 
may hold on for a fow Je!.rs, but the eud IS the 5dNO cOlltemptlhle 
surrender to foroe wbat you wunld I.ot FUlfcnder ,0 justIce. That 
is wha.t I want to /l\'old Tho Noblo Lord the Unc'ler-Secretary of 
State for IndIa is a Tory, but I tblllk IHI agrees With me all nearly 
every euhject of forelgll alld coloni r,1 affaIrS. I do put it to him 
that he might a.ttempt to use a\l hIS lIIf1l1enC~ wit~ hi. Noble 
Friend the Secretary of Stale to got somothlllg done that shall not 
be mere repressIOn. Somethllig l'an be done. and I am quite certain 
that what ol1ght to rR tione 18 to gIve the pledge of a time limit 
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fot the panting of the Q&J't .tep in tbe reform ICbeme. The Dez' 
.oheme in the refortn .chame i. complete autonomy for the provlnoe. 
IIoOd control over tiliiDoe in the Lagi.lativa Auembly. They hat" 
oontrol over finanoa in tba Laglslo.t.iva ASlembly now. not b,la." 
but by practice. The beet tbing that Clan DS done now II to inaiat on 
frosb 0lectioll8 both for tbe Legislature and for the Counoil 

FaIlure of CouncIl Boycott 
I believe that, If fresb olections were bald now, tbe ooh

oo·operatlOn movem~nt, 80 fa.r a9 tbe Councils wera concerned, would 
brenk dowlI. You bave now o.lready in the Councils, and in tbe 
Ll'glsllltures, tbe beglnnillg of Il tllg-ular opposition. For the Brat 
tlma ludllWS are beglOllIng to raaliea that acting through the 
COUIICJls does pot mOlln gOlllg Into t hI! Government, that It doe. 
lIot mea!! taklllg part In the governing mrichlne, ond tbat. there 
i. iuat 1\8 hOllourable service to hs rendered III tho oPPOSition al 

in the positIon of a Right. Hon. Secretary or Ministor. If Irelh 
electloflll could he hold now, It woul,1 not be a repetition of 1920. 
You would get these people rotlJrued to the COIIIIOlls, anel takllli 
parI; in tbose Coullcils as 011 OppOSitIOn, alld as part of 1\ democratio 
machlil8. OUI' fight now Ii to grant direct domOCl'acy to India. ,&lId 
1I0t to SIlVO for ever llntl~b admllllstmtion in India. It iA not !load 
61tbllt glVIUg !lilY pll1dgo for tbe futuro or haviug new eloctionl 
now, UtlleS8 at the sumo tIm/} tho nOli 00 operators dropped ~bejr 
I''''I'CO ol'cmtioll Wbn.t I would do would be, though Gandhi il 
in pmOIl, to approach blm, 110W that the Khllafat busines8 18 out 
of the way, \\Ilh a \ ItW to puttlllg Oil tmd to non·co operation, 
provl,jed that he would bo satisfied With Ii pledge as to when the 
next step Will he taken to gIve compl\lte Domlllioll HOllie Rule, 
coupled wlt.h an Immeri!uto opportuJlIty of taking Borne part fll the 
admll·istratlOll by bavlIIg fresh ejectIOns to the Councils, and to 
the Assembly Though It 18 a mk, though unfortunately tblllgl 
m~y be eo f,u embittered that there Ii! no chalice of allY aettlement 
by agreement, that IS the best challco wo have got of avoiding that 
Irish terror. which 18 the altornatlve, BS I Bee It, to an amicBqJe 
settlement of thIS probl~m. 

Two Future weD!!,I. 

Two tbl/l8s are lIecessary jf we look forward to a Britilb 
Commollwealth In the future, of whil'h a free Illdia .ball form a 
part. Firat of 1&11 complete aeif·,overnmellt, complete Dominion 
Home Rule. Serond. for IJnfortullately Dominion Home Rule iii 
not enough, t hat all citlzilna of tho British Empire whether they 
be European or Indian, shall bave equal rigbts tbroughout tbe 
Beitjab CoIUQlQDwealth, becaulO tbey wlll Dot .top inside tbo 
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Btitith Em piN, if Indi.nt .'fa'ROt tre!lted •• eqI:J~ Itt the 'EmpiNi 
That iI the obvioul teet that Alvery patriotio ~ [n-1iaft would applf', 
"I. it worth while being in the Brituh Com1ll0fjw~,.ltb' tf we p 
into Kenya and aN not treated a8 equals. tben ,< a8 &000 al we If" 
Duminion Home Rule we 'RIll t"ke the nest 8tep &lId doclare an 
Iudlan Republic." Tbe only oballoe 01 keopilllr tbe11l in is to .bow 
tb·,t tb",re is no OGlour b.f. ,.nli thi\t tltero are ,,<iHfltll~e8 in b~ing" 
British citizen jU8t In in the olrl Rom'\n EIDim-e there w"Ire advantsgell 
In being a Roman citizen. That can b~ done still, hut ie being 
blooked at present. The whole -future CJf tit!) British Emoire is bein, 
elltillllgered at present by the rldl(mlollA preponesllione of a ~m,lI 
baud of 8ettlers in Kenya. I kno'R that the U IIder SeoretalY of 
State for India hkll& those settlers [know thom myself and t 
like tbem, but you cannot bave 1\11 these risks, you cannot ha.,t 
the pro.pect of ruling for the British Empire weighed 'i,n the 
bala!loe' against the prejuriioElI or 110 It ,"dlul of ~ettler5 It is not 
good enough. 

Kenya QuelllOn 

Kenya is under our rule. It is a Crown Colony. The IJtlgial". 
ture bal 110 minority of clected membors, Blld 110 m'\jority of nomiuated 
mpmbere, so tha.t the Colouial Office, which means this House, (laD, 

8tlll diotate the poheyof the admInistration of Keny!.. We 'PIlla 
the law8 and unfortunately we have got to foree t,broullb the 
equality of oitlzenship in Kenya whloh was reoognised by th" 
ConfereDOB of Premiers last yeal 11.8 bClllg the Maltlla Charta of Ollr 

Commorlwealth, and is only being resisted at preseut by the 
ColoUlal Offioe and by the local admin~trat,jon in Konya,. If the 
Noble Lqrd i8 going to play tbe game for the Indians hc must put 
up ag"il18t the Coiomal Office as good a fight as the Right Hou'ble 
Member for Cambridgeshire (Mr. MOlltagll) put up. It had become 
before he reaigned a duel betweeu the HIght Hor,'ble Gentlem"'n 
Slid tbe Oolonial Secretary. 110 duel III whloh the whole future of t,hie 
this Empire was at stake. This 18 110 sm/ill point, but it is typu',,1 
of the atruggle that has got to be settled one wI'y or another. Tbe 
late ;ecrtltalY of State for I ndia was not goi liB to aocl'pt defeat. 
His attitude in the last resort wae that thIS qu"stion or Kenya muat 
be decided by tbe Cabinet and that he could not submit to defeat 
from the Colonial Office without tbe Cabinet deCidIng tbe matter. 
If he bad been out-voted ill the Cabinet., undoubtedly be would 
have re8igned, and I bope that tbe present Seeret~r1 of State and 
the Noble Lord will fight the 811me good fight. It doe. n(lt 1IHI4 
matter wbether tbey are consistent with tbeir past. What do matte, 
far more art tb9 traditiOlls of our E'npire and tbe future of ~ 
IlUlie",hle relation8 between India altd EDtllSlld. ' 
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.£ad Winterton 

ta .Indin, ap the ch"'~. Eill WiatertoD, tb. UDder s.o,.. 
tarr of State for Iodi.. blld, the follo"iu, repl, to the poiate 
railed in tbe dehate ;-

Ma, I poillt out th.t both my noblo friend "be SecNtary ctf 
State in anotber place and I in thli House reproaellt lIot merel, 
II great department but the Governm'.lnt of I,idia whiob •• a re.ul~ 
of the power, willingly, 1 tbink, acoorded by tbe Pllrli"mont of 
tbi. country. in performing the m()~t impJrtant of a l'7 function. 
baYe admittedly been passing tbrough a period of Itr... and 
.tr.in at ,reat as th\t which "ny Oovornmellt ill any ooulltr, 
h68 ever laced. My Hon. and g"lIant Fl'ieftd the Member (or 
N.wclUtle under-Troe (Colooel WodgwoOl1) wbom f tballk for hi. 
particular referencee to myself, made I/o referenoe whioh 1 rather 
regret, to tn)' noble Friend the Secretary of State for India. He 
.aid that the India Offioe wal now in an important poeition ; and 
he tbaD went on to apeak of poaaible reactionary tendencie.. ( 
tbihk it i8 most desirable tbat d the very out.et of my .peeob 
I ,aould clearly anure t,he HOllae, which I have tbe gre .. teBt plea· 
aure in doing-though 1 t.hlnk it is bardly De06S1Aty-that the 
FLppointmellt of my Nobla Friend the Secretary 01 State doe. not 
i1lvolv8 any change in the policy 01 the Government alld that, •• 
helore, tbe Government and the Secretary of State wiJI oarry out 
in the .virlt alld the letter the polioy laid down in the Government 
of India Act, 1919. Speaking for myaelf-not merel, beo&u.e I 
represent the Secretary of State in thiS H0118e-I would call the 
attention of the Houae to tbe fact that I Ipoke and voted in lavour 
of the Aot of 1919 at every OlJe of ita Itages tbrouj'b this Huu~, 
and, 10 far &8 a private member oould be, was identified with it.e 
polio), by voice and vote. 

"CanDot ,Ive a pled,e to .,Italora" 
A very interesting lpeeob WII made by the bon. alld IIlIallt 

Y&lIlber a. to the pOlition of the Government In IndlB, a ,peecb 
.it~ wbioh in many parts I am liot in great dia.,reement. He 
.pole. of the arrest of Mr, Oandhi and other prmnillent people in 
lrnJi. wbom the Indian Goverllment bave thought it ri,ht to arreat, 
aad be made a len,lhy and theoretical .t.tement OD tile dot, 
of lbe Indian Of aDY other Government when dealing with ,.italion. 
1 ibink this matter may be belt eummod up by layiu, ,bat the 
GcrterolDeOt of IDdia like aver), otber Governmeut at tbe Jlf •• en, 
tim, aDd in tb& palt, were obli,ed. in the exeroi .. of their ordifllfJ 
do~iea of ,authority and obliration both to India and to tbil eountr)'. 
to 'OIlT1 ont the GTrOtt of oer$lin people, E"el1 Goy,rQmfll* bal 

U-I/J 
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primary doti" which a i, bound to perform. Gnd "bU. it i, regreW 
able that 10 carryinl out the.a dutiel there il IOmelimel involved 
the arreat of peJple whom one would wlsb ill hGppier 'circumstanoe. 
bad 00 operated witb tbe Government, ratber tb,lIoO "therWlse, it 
Ie tbe duty of any Government wbieh leela it ought to take oartain 
.tepa to take them. My hon. and gallant friend laid be hoped 
tbat I would be able to lIay 80methiug aa to tbe aObion of the Govern
ment In tbis alld other matterl. 1 011011 a •• lire bim that any Secre
tary of State standirlg Ilt tbi. box would 8ay eXlI.8tly wbat I &rn 
about to lay, and that la that everyone oonnected WIth the Gove~a .. 
ment of India, either in India Itself or at the India Office in t;frl. 
country. i8 anxious, a8 1 have already saId, to see the spirit and 
the letter 01 tbe Aot of 1919 oarrled out by mut,ullol gooll-will on 
both aides lind as little a8 pOEsible of what my hOIl. and gallant 
Friend opPOlite o"lIed rapreS,lon He then went on to Bay that in 
hie orilllon tha beat way of dealillg with these matters, &s I under
stood bim-and 1 Iistelled ver y earelully-was tba.t we should buy· 
olf the opposition to the Government of India. by giving a pledge tbat 
if certain people would abstain from oppositlolJ, we would imme
diately advance another step 011 the road to self·government.. I, of 
couree, could give no snch pl~dge WIthout cOllsuit,ation with tbe 
Secretary of Slate, but 1 cannot B\Old 8aymg that tbe suggest;on wae 
tbe least useful tbat could be made III the cirCu018tanC(\~, that self
government of any country oould be carried out by giving 11 p)ed~e 
to agitation of that kind. 

Colonel Wedgewood. In order to bring tbe agitation to an end. 
Earl Winterton: That is exactly. the sarue thing "buy 011" the 

agitatIon." 1 recognize fully that my Hon. and g'\llant Friend is a8 
anxiouB 8.1 allY Member in the HOUAe to see tbe best done both for 
the interest! of India and of the whole Empire But I cannot think 
tbat the plan 811gl:ested is eIther B peaceful one or that any Govern
ment could pOSSIbly adopt It Ilnd continue to reoeive the support of 
a large section of opimoll tn th,s country. 

Indiana rn Kenya 
My Hon. and gallant Fmnd made reference to Wh3t il admit. 

tedly the very difficult qUestIon 01 the pOlition of the llative Indiana 
ill KeIlY~. 1 shall. of OOUfSA, represent bIB views to the SOcletary 
of State, but I can aSluro bim that thiS questIon IS engaging-and 
necelsarlly must allg_ge-clolle attention I do not tblllk either the 
intere.ta of India or of the Kenya Colony would ba aerved b, 1J17 
lIlakill, allY 8tatemebt 011 tbis matter at this atage. Quite ob,i
ously, it ia a question wbich h·om the point of view of India, aDd 
of thie conntr1. and of the Indilllls in ColomelJ oveneall other thn 
Kelll&, i, _oat 8.0utel1 felt, lind wbich l hope ,ooper or Illter-l dQ 



flot my.elf 8a), it -ill oubide the bounds of pouilliHfY-lOOoer or 
later -tuere maT he an agreed .oIution. J Bp&ak IlnoJBoialty. Da' 
}oc..killg at the question from several pointe of view, .lld from m1 
own knuwledge, therll muat be at lOme time or other an .,reed 
lolutiou. In order to arrive at that, certainly it .. very nec_NJal'J 
at tbis stage that mattera should be conducted carefully. and nothing 
dOlle to interfere with the attempt to arrive at a solution. 

D.acontented India 

Before I turn to tbe speech of two HOIl. Membtlfa represelltin, 
Laucasblre constituenclel about CottOIl dulies, J 8bould just like to 
make olle reference 10 I,be ell/lAch 01 thtl Noble Lord tbe MeDlber 
for South Nottillghllm (Lord H Cavelld18h Beutinck.) I was lorry 
10 bear some 01 jt" alld 1 make mflntlOn of thIS because it Will get 
coupled ill I,be I ndiall paptlrs Illld go Ollt all tbe views of membere 
of this House. The Noble Lord, sptlaklllg with all the authoTlt,y 
whioh appertains to a Member of thiS House, S81d tbat all tbe ele· 
wents in India make ior a ducolltellted people and very IIlw for a 
cab tented people I can ollly say that 1 am very sorry t,bat an 
ElIgh~hmau with the adv8utllges of an educatIOn alJd gellersl 
knowledge possessed by the NoLie Lord should have 80 delerlbed 
tbe work of tbollsalJds of hiS fellow countrymen, aud 80 81gllally 
failed to realise that t' e work d the ci~11 SerV81lt 18 !Jot only a 
mOllumellt of uatJOnal ullscllfishliess, but a monurrl<Hlt of natIOnal 
effioienoy. 

Lord H CavelJdlsh BelJtlllck. Did 1 ever say It was flot 7 I 
said that there were mallY elemoutij 01 dl.cuutent in IndIa and ~ IIony 
causes for d Jonteut. 

Earl Winterton The ~oble Lord Billd tbat there were all the 
tl)emellts winch made lor dlScont.ent and few for contelltmellt. 
SI,t\8kwg 8S he does, With the /luthorlty of a Momb,. .. of tbis House, 
ano \\'Jth the positIOn he fills, 1 say that bls statement i. nnt one 
"b,eh sbould be allowed to go Without cOlltradlotlOn. 

Cotton Dut'ea. 

I now turn to tho ~~ ~ech wade by the Hon. Men. 'or Boy ton 
(Mr 8ugdslI). Those who bave 8pokel. III thlB Debal" for Lanca· 
bhlre h~ve put thiS ca~e lor the abohtioll of Ibe cotlorl duty \" ·.h 
Jreat Uloderatioll and iorcl-, although I mUBt say I do lJot agrep With 
all their IlrglJ'I18nte The hon. Member for Roy ton begaD btl 
speech by regrettl/lg that tbere ~Dd been in lbe paat aClllllationt of 
lIel6.hlles8 ill the matter "gamat Lancashire Membere, Bnd they 
bad belln told that all I bo, cued for was the inl erestB of LaIJC&eblr" 
All! ~ IPb to Bny 18 that ruC'h an aecuBatlon bas never befu made by 
me, !lnd, 50 far &8 I know, I do IlOt think tbey bue beell mado by 
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tbe I.te 88'Cr:e(&r1 lor llimA. or by m1 Nohl. Friend in , ... tlier 
place. 1 knoW' thllt tbe late Seoretary lor IllcUa ,W I bOt mad'''1f 
IUch &eOIIsal,iolll, heCAUle I read receutly the reply wbfeb b, ..... t. 
tile depotatiou of wbJcb JIl)' !:lou. and gallant Fri61td ft •• YelDbet 
about a yea.r litO. Then my Hon. friend weNt 00 to \D8 ,.n .re-. 
mont whicb 1 might describe a. a lub argument. becau.e it "'&I Dot 
hi, main contentlOlJ, alld pointed out tb4t India wa. able to obtaifl 
money in tbi. country more cbeaplY tbalt many of the Rn.U.h 
oountiee or boroughe. That i. quite true, hut he .bould ban 
explained that that mOlley is subscribed by public loan in thit 
oouutry, and if the people here 8ubscrlbed '0 readily to those loam 
I tblllk that is a tribute 10 tho fillancial .oundns'8 01 India. It it 
IIOt • very 80und argument to 8ay tha.t because India i. able to raiee 
money more cheaply here thaD sottle English borough. or eouDtie., 
t bat tbat involves all obligatlOu 011 IJJdla to make certain u.ltera~ion. 
in ber tariff.. I thwk the Hon. IIond gallant Member i. ItretcbillJ 
hie example on finanolal 80ulldlleu a long way in ordor to apply to 
hi. argument. 1 am 80rry that tile Hon, Member for BO_Ddale, 
(Mr. Waddington) i. Ilot pres6nt, because, 1 observe that 1M hu 
beeu addres811lg .orne argurnenl8 to hIS constituellts. on tbe wbject 
01 theBe dUtH18. and be saId very Iittlo about the dutis. tbem~lye •• 
Itl&tel\d of that, I obsorved suggestions Il@ to how the poor, illiterate, 
ignoranb l1atives of III(li8 mlgbt bo led Into hl'tter patbs. 

Mr. SUgdbll' I Jllea.cled tht they should be edul!1lted to giye 
UI that ImperIal preferonce wblch I bdieve they Will ill regarl1 
to tax. 

Earl Wintert.on· Surely my deO('~iption WIl' accurate that the1 
,hould be led 11110 better paths I notice thnt the Hon. Member 
oppolite wa.s 80lne"hat re8tlos8 wh n thIS roference was made in 
relation to a causo whICh he llllS always 80 valumlly championed in 
thill House, hilt I would remind I,be HOIue of the argument tbat 
waR uBod 1Iy thtl Hon. Member for Rouendale the other day. 
Addreuing hiS constituents, he said I hat I be Goverllment had power 
they p08at'88eri under the rules IlflSlIJg Ollt of Section 33 wblCb refen 
to traneferred 11IhJectll. and not to central !ubjecta at all. 

Lanc.,hir. and Jndlan Flltal... .mi";ol1. 

Let me now come back to tbll speech 01 the Hon. Member far 
noyton oppo.ute. HII accusation is that tbe Government of India 
ollg~~ to bYe. raided this money ~Y other meany than by auggeat.illf 
an lllcreae8 ID the ootton dutlel 1 rID answer tbat point 't6f7 
shortly. 1n the lint place he !ald that their taxation i. proteotive. 
It l~ periellt\y true, and we de not dellY tbe faot tbat tho tuation 
l>fOPOFOd i. protective but I wish to point out that it ha. !let beta 
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thPt lnquJnll' liftct tldt lubje~ • 

, 'Mr. Surdllb : Ie ie DOt. fact that ". h.". DO repreaeotatfou 011 
that ttcaJ inqnil'J. UJd i. it Dot alto • fact tbat ' tba two practic.1 
LlMa.bire men, who oould ltave beeD Hnt oyer. will not ,et III' 
repreteDtatioD, and there will on1r be Indl.n reprel8lJtatioo t 

EarJ Wintertoll :-That i. mo.t empblltiealJ, bot tile ea ... but 
there i. 'lO more renon wb, tbe partieul.r intereat of thi. aountrJ 
.bould have representation in regard to thia matter than there 
would be for India to bave repre.entation on a Roral Ccmmi.ion 
appointed to de.l witb factories in Lanoashire. Of coune, Lanea
.bire illterelt have every repre.~ntation on tbat Commit.ion. Tbl. 
i. a very important matter, and iI my Hon and gallant Friend cln 
point out to me that there has been any dffficulty put In tbe "., 
of the representatives of the Mancheeter cotton indl1Btry .tating 
tbtir _Be-if he can ebow me that anything haa been done to 
prevent their givlDg evidence be foro that Oommi,'ioll--I will reo 
pre.ent tbe matter to my Noble Frllliid who, I am lure, will At ollea 
tel.graph to India, and bave it put right. I mUlt lay my inform
ation il altogether rhtrerent from lbat of my hon. Friend. Every 
opportunity, I am told, "'iii offerod to the two representative. to 
give their evidenoo And J under.tand they have decided not to do 80. 

Mr. Sugnen . I and my CO'B9cretary o[ the Lancaahire Committee 
made repr.ptation to the then Secretary of State for India atking 
for hoilitie. I". &. depntation of employer. and empJ()Jed to go out to 
IndIa to gjoye evidenctl belore the Commiuion. We were not grantod 
thOle (aeiilties; lIeither did we get any definite luggestion II 
to how we eould present our cale. We had a direct indication, 
however, that no official faoihties would be offered in respeot of that 
deputation 
_ Earl Winterton: My in' Jrma.tion is that an opportunit, wae 
given-lind it W&8 stated ilJ black ann white-to the great cotton 
industry of Laneaahire to give eyinenee before that Commillion. 
but for lome realon with whioh t am not acquainted it h .. not been 
taken ~r1"Bntage of. For my part, I ",ill dillcnll the matter with 
the 8ee,,,.,ary of Slate. I am lure he wiJJ do all in hi. power to 
see that faciliti81 are ,iven. But tbi' i, a Comminion ut up b, 
.the Government of Jndia. It m\l.t be realiaed tbat it i. &D Indian 
Oolllmiuiorl, and Ilot a Commiuion aet up br the Go.-ernmeofl of 
tbi. COUDt!')'. and it h. t'l con.ider the matter Iploiall), from the 
Judian point of view. 

No Othtr Source to Tap 
I now OOU1a to deal wi,b tbe quution' whetber or not we could 

:Uvo rtiaed our revenue \)' other mean. tbaD ·thoae adopted br tho 
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Goverllmerit '. ,Jndia. in ita recent Budget, No "unru 01 fnll"D\J6 
in Il,dia biB been UlleJI:pJote4 durir.g t be lett few y.eats. ThE' oDIy 
po •• iblo main IOIJJ';OfI Ire firat the laud revenues and O'j1ium. atld.18 
to tbe latler, obvibuaJy we could 1I0t add to tbe dutiee. ALto ,.It 
the GO\ efllment of India did propose to illcrease the aalt ... e~enue, 
but it waa rejected by the Legislature. The lau. Tn ill Eaaterll 
co\wtrjll8 probably hits bardest tbe poorej!t peol,le iIi those Mun· 
tria., alld the tuatlOn of .alt i. a form of taxatiol1 we ougbt to be 
care luI lIot to increaso too greatly. Tben there is ~be Income Talt 
and tbe Super· Tax. it was pointed out that these tSlOS are pot 80 

high 1/1 IndIa &8 ill thu country, but can anyone "lggellt, bavmg In 

mind the varied cIrcumstances of H.e two countrIes that the lnoome
tax and Super tax III hrlla should bll on the fame lel'e! a8 in this 
eountry 7. Then the Post and Tele~r!\ph Taxes have been ocn8ld4lr· 
"lily Increased, 81ld are as hIgh already !IS we tbllJk t.hey sbould be. 
The Bame'may be BaHI WIth regard to the I'Inlways, wbile !IB·to the 
oontributlOns by tho ProvIncIal Governmel ts to the Cerltral Goverll
ment" they are fixed by Statute 

There r~malllS that, gre!lt sonrce of taxatIon, Cuet?m@ and 
Excise Tbe point 18 that t.hl're was a general illcrease propo&en. to 
operate on a\l goods sent from Ihls couutry alld It must be borne in 
mind that tbe ma/lufarturCH 01 other goods mIght JlIst 1\8 strongly 
obJerl; to thrse ontloP as the CuttOIi malluillct\lre~. Wfl hl\\'8 to 
look at tbe groat COttOIi IIIduRtry frORl the point 01 view that it 18 

0118 of our U1alu prop8 of tlixallull and hvelihood But malJufac
tures \II ot her IIIdllstrl~s h:l.\'o to conSIder the II 011'11 pc1SltIOIl, and 
their lI"erests ul'e as IUlI'Ortallt, to the~ as Ille tho Interests 01 Ibe 
eott IJdustry to the cottOIl manufacturers. It 10 unfair h .. ,alk 
as If tbls was all IIICrf'aSe olily 011 cotton good@ I r IS a general 
iucrense. Now I must ask the Hon.e to gIve me every faCIlity lor 
doallllg WIth a deh ... _ 0 cOllstltutlOlial point, and not to reqllest me 
to 8ay more tball I am g" I! t·) sa} as to tho relatJOmhlp between 
the Go\'erumen! of II,(lIa aud the Sl)cret!1ry of State 811d the 
Qovernment In thIS c(lulltry III the matter o[ taxatIOn I Cl\nnot do 
better thon quote t.he Report of the Joint CommIttee whIch sat on 
tbe Government 01 IndIO. BIll unoer tho Ch!IITlMI1Rhlp of Lord 
Jslingtoll. My Hall. anu g tllant Prlelld does not, I tbmk, ogree 
witb t.he Report of that Commlttee, but ot\16r c pIe do and the 
Report sbows t.he great attentIOn whICh was glH'1l by the members 
of the CommIttee to the problem Thl> CommIttee says: 

II Nothing IS more hkt:ly to endanger the good relatione between 
India alld Grea.t BrttAln than a helief that Jndla'~ fifesl rohey is 
diotl\\ed fr{l1D WhitebaIt III the intllrests (" the trRde 01 Great 
Britain That such 1\ bdlef exl~te at the 11 (ment th(fc CDt) le ToO 
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dOllbll. 'Tb.t there ou,bt ~ be 'no roo. for' it "'rI'i1 hli. futul'e i, 
eq .. Uy olear .. llldia'. po.hion in the Imperial OolltehDoe orened 
the dOor to negotiationa between India and the reat of the Empire, 
bllt. lI'1otiatioll wltbout power to Illgielate i. likely to remain In· 
eflectiyG', A latilfactory solution of the q1leltion oall only be 
guarantoed by tbh grant of liberty to the Government of India to 
devise its own tarlf!' arrangl'lments wbioh leem belt fitted to India', 
needs as all i Itagral portion of the British EmpIre, It CiJ.lllot bit 
guaranteed by statute wIthout limitIng tbe power of veto whiob 
resh ill the Crown j and neltber of tbese liIDitatlom fillda Ii place 
in any of the Stat.utlle ill tb" BritIsh Empire. It call only tberefore 
be &ssured by aoknowledgment of a Convention." 

Tbese are the conoludlrg words to whiob I wish to draw the 
'If.,oiRl attenlJolI of the HOII'ble Members' 

" In the OPIIIIOII of the Commlttec, therefore, tbe Recret&ry of 
State should, as far as possible, aVOId interferenoe on this Bubjeot 
when the GO\Orllmellt of Illdl~ and Its legIslators are ill ogrllament, 
and they think tbat thIS IIItervolltloll, when it does take plalltl, 
abould be Itmlted to s8.fl'guardillg tbe illternational obligation. of 
the EmpIre or allY /ipoBI arraugements wltblJl the EmpIre to whIch 
HIS M"jesty's Government 18 a party." 

ObVIously these theal arrangements meln gOlleral 1 mfl8rJ111 

Pre fere lice They bave no referon('e to. a pBrtlclIlllr fheal vIew 
whIch Ii hflld HI tbls country I thInk that these conclu810na are 
()OncitlBIO!lS wbicb may woll he studied by every Member of tbi. 
House, and I ant sure the House WIll forgl ve me If I, not from all1 
lack of deSIre, do not gIve allY furtber informatIon, elpeciBlIy as the 
matter of the relationshIp between tho Government of Innia alld 
the Secretary of t'HatB and tbe Goverllment IIJ this coulIlry ill these 
matters of Hllancllll cOlltrul "111 come up again 011 lome future 
oocasion. 1 @hould It ke to say, w If b rcgbrtJ to the w hole question 
of the IndIan COlton Duties, tbat, whtlo the two HOIi'blo Geutlemoll 
who have dealt wltb thIS subject to nIght have done .0 in 8 moat 
moderate fashlOlI, and ueltber I 1I0r any ono COllllected wltb tbe 
Governmellt of India hQ.9'aIlYlhlng to complain of on that matter, 
the questIon has not 8.1 ways been 80 deal~ WI th in this HOUle or ill 
the country, and there is no olle who know8 allY thIng about India 
who doe8 not agree that tbls is Qne of the most dangerouB and 
difficult questioIJ8 w b.eb can ame in the relationship of IndIa witb 
this country. Whale I 1181l1ro the HOUle on my own behalf and I 
tbirJk the Secretary of State would like me to give this a18UraUCfl, 
that we WIll do everytbing In our power to endeavour to 
meet the view. of Laoc&8hire, I must poInt out tbat tbe Hoo'ble 
Momber (Mr.Sugdon) w •• him8elf treading 00 dangerou. ground_ 



IShii DEBATEdNt/lilLtN POLZer. Ul: 9PCJOJI!. 
If be and tbole witb wbom be i .... ooiated 8ay BOYDe 01 tbe tbing8-
I do not think they will lay them, • although f did not hke :-bit 
reference to the POOl', ignorant and illiterate people ol India-if tiley 
8a1 lome of the things which hBve been said by their predec8hop. 
they will do more than anything elee to put baok the cottol\ trade 
BllIi j"jure the cause 01 the poltcy emhodwd in the Act of 1919 1, 
thlllk that the 'Vast mJ\Joflty of thiS Hmutl W0I1.0 regard It 58 a 
grnt misfortune t hilt allY such II oj \lfY ~bould be done I ' wonld 
rurth~r POint out thll.t thiS subioot b~~ beer: aIle of blLt~r controveny 
ror ~O yeara The Secretl\ry of Rtate, the Iadll!. Omce, alii! the 
(hverllmellt of Illdia Teallse, IlQ I hope the HOI.''.Jle Member for hie 
,'art \VIII reahse, the lItress allo atralll of tho prMent perhel In India, 
aud J hope we shall not. be pressor:! to make, at ulltlm ~Iy momenta, 
furtbor et~tements 011 thl$ moat dIfficult !llId intrICate 8UOj'3C~. 

[Regarding the Vtew.~ oj Ihe tu'() Lancll.!!tr4 Member.~ rrfprrtd to 
oIlOve, ~6e the LrmN~/llre DcplI./at£on to the Sec of Stt1t~ !lwen ttl Iht 
jol/o1l'In!l page~.] 



lhe Lancashire Deputation 
To The Secretary of State 

LONDON-ffi1'[/ MA ROIl 19f!f 

Alter Ihe Jnllallahon of Lord Peel, a lory Peer, In the Indlll officl', In 
place 01 Mr Moatagu. Ihe LancuhJre M P 'I taking advantaae of the change 
of policy met to pre •• their VJew. UpOIl the new Sec of Stale onc~ mOf~ 

Accordlngly.on March 291h 1922 a d~putllhon of Lancashire M P '0 and 
othera Jnt.re.ted In the cotton trade watled on Earl Winterton. the Under· 
Secretary of State. at the India Office to make repre.entalion. concermng the 
d ftarenliahon In taxation now enforced an India agllln.t torergn Plec~·llood •. 
Earl Winterton recalved the d~putahon In the ab.ence 01 Lord Peel 

Sir John Radle., in introducing the deputation Bald :
'Generally speaking, I thwk )OU wrli fiml that our 1II1"lld" II! 

0'10 of a doslre to help your Departmellt alld 1I0t to £lilt clrftu'ulI'CR 
III YO'\Jr way We realise the lII1portl\lIC8 of the 11I1W nrmlll(l'IJIC'II'~ 
III Ilidm We do lot expert )011 to gn Ilileit 011 whnt. hll~ 1.111'11 
UOlle, lYe Cllllllot expert tillit ~()\1 WII) dl,('llIn' that tlHl flohf'y of 
YOUI pr~dcce880r 18 to Lc 1,·lt'rscrl \\" I1r(' 1I0t looking lor "tat 
kllld of thllll/, \Iut \\0 do thllll( thAI It IS \\IIhlll the l'rOvilH'(\ or 
your Department, III \ Il'W of nil tho rlrrumstl\lIlJCP of the rK~I} Ilnd 
the !!reat Importallce 10 thr IIHluRlrJal cnmmllllJly whlrh iK 
represtlllted hero 10 day to hold somewhat 01 a 1'III[\ur8 hl'tW('l'll 

conlltNlIlg mtcrt'sts H. for IIIstanco, tbe Bombay col to" mllll\!' 
lacturer pUT8 undue prOM811re 011 I he Government of I lid 11\ \I (I look 
to yot.. to rectify that ulldue pre88Url', ali(I to see thllt tlll'rn shllil tlO 

a balance beld as hotll'ooll Lallcashlre-Ii you hko to call It. ~o,
or betweell the (Jlllted Kingdom and thIS grent EmJlIT(l wlJl<'h 
may be atf~ctcd or detlected III ,til pohcles ),y the pArI Jf'I1I:~r 
Illterelts III Illdlll aR dlstJIIgulshed from the IIItI'rcsl8 01 tho 
whole Empue 

The Conltltuhunal POlllion 

Mr. Waddington said -
We repre8ent all 8tClions of opinion III Lancnshlre. The 

membllrahlp of thl8 Committee 18 extellded to tho whole of the 
1.Ancashlre members, whatever views they may hold on partieul.r 
qU6stlOflS, alld while we have never Ilxprelll8d. al • COttlttl ltee, 

l:?(a) 
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any viewB on tbe subject of Imperial Preference, nor have we 
expressed any viewl on the Bubject of Free Tradll, what we are 
united upon IS the necesalty, IS far aa practicable~ of ablOlute 
free trade between this country and India. Upon that we are .• 11 
nmted, whatever our fiscal theories may otherwise be. Sometimes 
it is put up against U8 by otbor members of the House of Commons 
that Lancaehire acts rather selfishly ill OQIllIecLon with COttOIl 

queatiorla, but there is a double reason for that. One reason IS 

because of the Immense Importance of the Lancashire trade, and 
the aeoond reason 18 tbat probably Within twenty miles of Man
oheater tbere are more people who ha\'e persolla) experience altd 
knowledge of India 811d Illdian atfalrs tban all the reat of the 
United KIIIJZdom put together, alld havillg that clOte personal 
oontact With IndilL from comt::erce, from the erectIOn of maohinery 
and from the selllrig of goods there, ,t makes a closer rt'latiollsblp 
between that. part of the United KIngdom Ilud Iudia tllan with 
I\ny 01 her part So that we Ille "'Iturally more Interested thaI! 
other paopln III whatol'pr atferts IlIflHl Now Mr MOlJtagu'~ pohry 
IIIlrlor thtl Govorumellt 0f 11111111 Act, \Ill ('ofllmler, has exceeded rtlaijy 
tho t,ermq of the Act, IInri has thurehy created a falso r-O~itIOIl 
IlTOOIll( l'ertalll people III tllll lIou~o 01 CommoTls anti III the CO'lId r). 

ann lUI CI)IIIIJ1y fl\IMI pO~1 11011 III Illdla I refor more part.icularly 
to the question of fiscill policy U IIcler thll Ar.t thore IS IIU SUl:gO!l 
tlOn of gmlltlllg fisral Rut,ollomy_ I t seems to hl.l\ 0 beon settlud \.:\,011 
tho Report of the .Tolnt Commit teo whICh consulered the GO\'tfll

ment of JIIOIII. Bdl, alld \ve "llggost that the 0PI/)IO/l of that JO,lIt 
Commlt.tee IS really contrary to t he pI ('Rm bIll of t he Act alld to 
the gelieralllltelitlOn of the Act, Itself You spoke ill the House 
of Commolls on Monday lII!!ht. aliI! I wsa IIIterest,ed to notIce 
that III glVlIIg II quotu.tioll from the Report of the .Jolllt Commltee 
yOIl ~a\'tJ the whole of the paragraph With the exception of one 
selltellce YOll quoterl thll Report, of the JOInt CommIttee dowl\ 
to the word" c01lvenlloll ", and then you wellt on to say -" Thl't-e 
nl'e the ooncludlllg words to which [ Wish to draw the speclu.l 
uttolltlOn of hOll members." It WIIS IIlstruchve to me to Ilee what 
the w()rds were that you had (lmlttEld, Bnd the, were thoso: 
"Whatever be the right fiscal Ilolley for I ndll~, for the needs 01 
her C(ln~nmers as well as for her manufacturers, It 18 quite cleu.r 
t,hat she should have the ~lIme lr betty to conSIder her interests 8S 

Grent Britain, Australia. New Zenlalld, Callao" 8nd South AfriclI" 
I am 1I0t sure whether those words were omitted intentionally. 

Lord Winterton - Oh no 

Mr. W.ddil'lgton - I WAil boping they wel'lI, booMlle we 
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have alwa.YII held that to be one of the weak epote in that Com
miUAe', Report. Tbp very faot tbat a Committee IIbould suggellt 
tbat the Government of II/dis Act WII8 oonferrmg upon India tbe 
18me powerl as had been granled to the other llell-governing 
Domillions was to suggest something whirb WlIolI totally contrary 
t,o faet, and made the Report of tbe Committ.t!c, 110 far as that 
particular paragraph 18 concerned, quite IIselesR, alld l)\1Ite hopoles. 
from an admlOistrative poillt of view. What ill actually the 
position in India and ill tbe othor solf governing Dominions 1 
Under the Government of India Act the Budget has to be Intro
duced by tbe Governor Genpral The LegIslatIVe Assombly, or 
the Legislative Oouncil, bave no voice in Introdllclng tho }Judget 
They have simply to vote certaHl }ltopo~aI8, a \Hi tho Governor
Genoral can veto thoso proposals which t.hey either carry or do 
not carry. Now whl\t is the posItion ill the other Ralf governing 
Dominions which thiS Silled Commll too ~uy III 0 c4111valent to 
India 1 In all tho othor solf govrrlllllg Voml !lIOns wc bRvo tbe 
iJarty system. The cBlHlIdates go to the cOllntry, t.hay !,IIL 

forward their po!tcy and ono or other of the pllrtles 18 electeri 
They form the Gov~rll1nelIt, they administer, IUld th!lY legislate. 
But in India those who are elected have no powers either of 
admllllstratlOn or leglslatlOlI otherwise than on tbe suft'erall(,c they 
receive from the Governcr-C -llOral, We say that to suggest that 
the l'ainclplll of self goverument guaranteed to India 18 equal to 
the ssH-government gUl\rallteed to tho other salf I1;OVCrrllrlg 

Domlniolls IS really plaYlllg wllh tflrms. 'Vlth regard to tbo 
questltJll of whether W/l have gruL ted fiscal Butonomy Bnd Relf 
gove,nment to India, I should hl{(, to (luote from Mr. Monwgu's 
abl'ldf(ed versIOn of the Montagu Chplw forr! propo8als which \\<U~ 
18S\lCn by tho Irldl:\ Ofhcc In 1!111-1. ThiS I, what hI! 8AYH on Page 
10 "The dovelopmllnt of legi~ll!.t1V(l hodles ill llldin. haR INl 
to occa8lonal Bttempt8 to Impugn the mpremacy 01 Parliament, 
hut all various occasIOns when the lInoAtlon WI>9 raised by indIVidual 
members of the Governmellt of Iprhll or 100&1 GoverlJmellt~, or hy 
the Government of India Be 3 who).-, the Home Governmcllt 
388erted their rIghts both of leglslatne and iidmllJlstratlv(J control 
in uncompromising terms." That is what the position waH 
before the reforms. These art! the provosals aft-er the rHforma 
Mr. Montag\l 88)'8 ·_"It 18 IJot part (;I the writers' plan" -that 18 of 
Lord Chelmsford and himself-" to make thf! othcl,,1 Goverllment.!! 
in India len amenable to Parhament than hItherto.," Then lJo 
goes on to "'Y' "011 large matters of polillY tbere can, ()f I:OUrRl1, 

bp no lucb rlelegation" We 8U,Rge8t. that fiscal policy is 1\ \>I'ry 
large matter of policy liml that It IDvolves 110 mSlIY JIItere.I~, hOI h 
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for t liB welfare of Ilidin llnd of tho relt of the Empire, tbal there 
r.lllIlIllt fllld ought 1I0t to bo, with the limited seh·govcrflment which 
h;~s b'IOIl extofldcrl to Ilidiu, lillY real fiscal alltOLlomy ill India. 
The prllfl.mhle of the Act, ha~ beell referred to , we know that it 
J', t(, tako IlidIa hy nlea~ured bteplI 011 tho l'Oad to self government. 
With regard to the rulcs which wore marla under Section 33, as 
you know, there are two sots 01 rulo8, The first set, if they are 
made, deal wllh the central All h.]ects alld t~next set deal with 
tho t ra.nsferred au bJ ects, Now, under the transferred subjects 
cOI·tam rules have beon mado and whilst those Bub,jecta have been 
neh berat.ely transferred to the Governments in India yet we have 
by thORO r,lles estabhahed the right of Parhament to interfere when 
mat,ters IIIvolvlllg any (liapute botween thiS country or any otber 
part of the Empire and India are at stllke If we have mado those 
rulos III I'onllection with the transferred subjects gIving the positive 
I'Ight of thiS GOI'!1rnment to IIltflTfore, how much more power bave 
we to IIIterfere III the central Rub.l~Ct8 about which we have not 
mn.de t he rules? I II order to ~how the Importanco that Parliament 
attachod to these two sets of rules aml how It IIltelided to keep its 
gn)) ovel cOlltral subjects whil~t. It p.lrtod WIth somo of It~ respon· 
sillllttH'R ovor tho transferro(l bulqects, I should like to say tbat 
tho iiIst sot of rules over cOlltml l1ubjects havo to be presented III 
dudt to the HOIIE.{' of CommollE.. They h~ve 1I0t to 111' IbsullIl as 
Orders IIlId JallJ all 1 htl tablo III the IIbliUI way but the) have to be 
IJI·tl~lllltod III draft The otLer sct of rules for the tlallsferred 
8uh]ect8 (,lUI btl made IIlId they alo ollly presented as a mutter of 
form in tbo House oj CommollR, bO that tho House of Commolli! 
wholl It passon thiS mel~Sllr!l did roally IIJtolld to mal!Jtalu a strIct 
hold UpOII th<HO cOlltral sulJ)ccts \\ blch concern the Cuntral Gov
CIIIU\ellt and tins country 

The que"t.oll abo of whdt was Intended, wbetber we clld 
!(ll'll BOJ[·gov('fIImont. to 1'lll1a, CIIII ho dealt With by a short extract 
Irom tho Kill/: Emperor's l'roc\amatlOlI alt~r the Act hlL(l beeu 
Iw,seJ. III the ProclamatIOn the KlJlg declared. .. The cOlltl'D1 
of her domestic concern~ 1S a burden whieh India may legItimately 
MI'1I0 to tako UPOII her OWII shoulders. The burden io too heavy 
hI hll hOlliO .II full until tIme alld experienco IH1V6 brougbt the 
III'G{h.,lfY strellgth, hut, op\,tlrtulllty Will now be given for experience 
10 I!rol\' i\nd for IOSPOllSlhlhty to Illcrease With the capacity for Its 
!nlhlmollt". Now I 6ull~est l.ord WllltcHon, th!\t that oE'(,Jaratloll 
01 tho Klllg Emperor mOluls that we dHl Ilot give sellllOHlllmE'nt 
to IlIdm, hscalautollomy all(l thc SeVf\IIIIICe of the right of tbl! 
rOllllt ry to t llI-e lilly \,<lrt III her .1ffalr'> \Ye did 1101, '1I1n lIe,'er 
IIJtenned to gIve tbat. Alld we hlll'e gone wrollg 118 !l Pllrhameut 
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hy Yleldin,; too much of our judgment to the judgment of the Select 
Committee. Now wIth a chauge III offiee we hope there may he " 
rocollBlderation of these lJroblems anrl we hOlle tbat we may get 
back to the Mtual tl'rms of the Act, t~ the actual illtentlons of 
l'nrhament relYing upon t,he Act of Parhamf.lnt slid riissbusing our 
mInd" of tbe opInion of tbe jOlllt Relrct Commlt.lee Now Indians 
themselves Ull not consider thllt thoy have fiscal auwnomy. I have 
here a quotatIon by a very promInent Indian, SIr Vithaldaa 
Thacktlraey, all important alld ,Iellve mon.brr of the Legislative 
A'sllmhly. Sir YlthaldllB ThackersllY III tho course of hiS exami· 
1II1tion by tbe members of the Flsc,,1 CommlsslOli .. declared t,b&.t at 
l"e~Nlt India eJljoycd fi~cal .llltonomy ollly Oil sufferance Ilnrlllsked 
thl1t they should have complete so)f.govl'fllment ill thIS direction 
mealling I hereby t hilt the Inrlll\JI Le/;nslatures should havn the final 
word 011 all fiFca) qtlO.tlOIlS JI.cI1H11J1g Imporla) plcfl'rence." Another 
memher HRO Sabeh Sah:\sT/lbudh!1 wbo 1R I. member of tho Arlvisory 
Boart! 01 IlIrlustrips, Raid .. He was humhly of opinion. with due 
rt" pect to the hIgher allthorllif'~, thai, fi~rl\l freedom ~hould be Ilrlllited 
to Inolll. to commrmorl\te H R If the Prrnre of Wlllo8' VIsit " 

We have hroll told that thll wholo of India rOllslrlered that 
she hlld not got t,bls ngbt to fisral I\ulollomy alld fisca) freedom. It 
has beflll impressell UPOII us thllt w~ hMI 110 right to illt~rfefe, t.hat 
we were leop.\1Clr",llg the l'O;,1! lOll of the freedom of India alit! this 
I'lHlIlt.ry, R.lld the good rellllnll~hlp lretweell them Ii wo IlIterfered. 
BII· hrro we h,IVt) L\ldtlTlre wIlhll1 the la,t, SIX weeks of two 
Important ll/dl,ul~ holJlli1; puulir pO,11101/8 who declare that thoy 
have 1I0t got fi"e:.l uutolJomy III India Ullrl who alt. lukillg t.but fiseal 
freedom should ho grd.lltocl. The Cllertorate of India L~8 be\!11 
referred to so frequelltly-tho smflJl olectorate IUld the small pro· 
portIOn ",ho yolo-that I will 1101 LdJOur that POlllt at the moment, 
hilt 1 \V'mld hko to refer for I~ momollt to 11 POlllt III tho East India 
(Progress al1l1 COlld I tWII) 1 !J:!O l~c port. On page 66 a deBerl ptlOIl 

I~ glvell of the elect,onto of IlItlr" awl tbo mllllllor III wh\t~h that 
deckJr.1te hMI to rpc Ird tholr vott', elt tho last eloction. Tbu J8 

\\hat, 18 saId III thM report, whICh 18 an othelal report, issued by tho 
Guverllment of Ill,jla, • IngnliJOus ID1lcblllory WIIS dovI8ed for 
onl\bling Jlhterate vot~rs to r(J'lOI d their votes, In the caM of 
Bomhay, for example', It was neri(h'd to adopt the coloured box or 
.ymbol 8ystcm There wa~ a slJl'arate hox at ellch pollmg etation 
to whICh was allottrr\ tho rolour dr the symbol gIVen \,0 a parti· 
cular CIlIl(jlilatfJ Vw h('fl' the lIumher of candidates WI'S five or 
fpwlIr, the hoXPb welt' ro)OllfNl white, hlflrk, yoJlow, red and grooll. 

Whrro the lIumbllr of c,\II(hclhlc' II,L' grtMter than 5, to oach waH 
ab~iglJcd a ~YDlbol such as a borse, cart or BY. ord, or some other 
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llniveraaUy recogni.able 8rtiel~. for It WIUI (olllld that country vote,. 
could not be trusted to rerognis8 with certainty more than the five 
oolours above mentioned", 

Now the point I would make here IS that wbere you hllve 
an eleotorate limited to only 900,000, alld where you hl1vo eJector. 
of a 0)B88 who bave to vote according to a symbol Bucb as a borae, 
• cart, or a sword, it i8 quite ont of the 'lueation to 8uIIg88\, tbat self· 
government exists ill such a part of I he .Kl'nvire a,s you bave in the 
reat of the self goveruiug DomilllOll8. 

Wbile we dl8agree wIth the theory that we have granted 
absolute aelJ·govtlrrlmeut to IndIa, we have 110 deslrt'l to aS8ert that 
t.he Montallu·Cbelmsford Relorm8 should be scruppea All we desire 
is that they should he carried out III 1\ way which would be best 
for this country alld lor ludla They should htl carried out in a 
Ipirit of co-operatIOn. We h()hflVe t,hnt, It IS necessary for India to 
co· operate with thIS country We b()heve tbat tbo best BfhantageB 
will be obtBl1Ied by U8Wg thiS country's wldo experience, Its mr.pital, 
11;$ ~killed labour and Its facihtles for the devolopment and the 
impro\'ement of Iudia It 18 rat,bor 0'1 tbose IinrB that we ~oultl 
like to go-by India recognising t,hat she IB not RO Independent, a.nd 
by our reooglll8ing that we have (lOBBed to bolr! tbf' dictatorlll.1 anrl 
autocratic pohcy of preVlOllS years when the Government was 
entIrely III the hlllld8 of the :Jecrtltary of :-itate We do now want 
to go With th()m and to follow t,bom 011 the rOlld to solf.goverumellt. 
to act With them Ill,d to bUild thorn up, because by hUllowg them 
up Wfl shl!.li be buJldlllg oUTSulves U\I ,t m,IY ho selfiRh or other· 
WI_e, but If we call give" hellefit. thero 18 110 reaSlJlI why we should 
1I0t al80 ohtolll 80mu part of t be bUllcfit for ourselves. 

• So far as the [Johcy of tbe development of Indl8, by those pro· 
tectlve duties being necessary Is concerned, I BUggest that India is eo 
developeo 1I0W that, even aS8umlllg that she hRd the power to 
proteot hersell, she does not, noed protectlOlJ. alld those al8umptionR 
aro borne out hy lact Jf you take out the figures from the 
"Statllltloal Abstra.ct of BritIsh Illdla" for 1920 you Will find tbat 
there were ill 1909 74.757 looms In India. In 191R, witlwut an), 
proteotion in IndIa, With the cOllDtervalhng duty whi'lh wal equal 
to tho import duty. the loome in India had Increa~ed from 74,000 to 
1,08,000 an Increaee of 48 per oent. India was able to extend ber 
domA9tio ilJdu~Lry eo for as her e\pital and ber labour wall B\'lliJable, 
Rnd no cOllntry could protect Itself to any pos81ble extent beyond 
tho!.e two things It ie suggested by wltneSS!'8 before tbe Fillllal 
Commlsslon tha.t prot.ectlon IS not necessary. Mr. Mebta, Direotor of 
Indultries, Cawnpore, in giving evidenco before the Fiscal Com-
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million IOmetime in December gid that be considered t~t GOttoo 
uull. in India bad arrived at a stage of fall development and did not 
require protection. 

Then, as one of the danger! of this system of proteotion 'being 
given to india. we should reoogniae the puuihility tb&t the ~ 
vinClal Legislature will, from theIr diversity ol interest with Bomba,. 
in ('ourse of time come to demalld vrotecholl agaiust Bombay and' 
the 8Vhtillg up of India into fiscal autonomous ato88 wIthin Indi. 
itself. We bave that suggested by Mr. Calvert, the Regiltrar of 
Co.operlltJJe Sooleties ill the Punjab. who, III glring evidenoe before 
the Flsoa.1 CommIssion, said. II It seems to blm wbat might be 
advantageouB to Bellga) aud Bomhay might be detrimelltal to the' 
Pur.jab If the Punjab was ever to have doth mills It would be 
more ImportBlit for It to secure protectIOn sltawit Bombay than 
agatnst I.a'icashire " 

Surely it cannot he to the interests of Iudia that it abould be 
possible thllt all agItation should arlRfJ III India to secure that extra 
wall~ afe to be set up wlthlll I II Ilt a 1 If you are going to have 
prolel'1101I for the prOVluctl of Bombny YOIl may equally have the 
PUllj"b nlld th~ other provllIces aqkllll( that they shall be proteoted 
agQlIIst J30mhlLY III ordor that they may cultivate their own areas, 
We must not lose 8ight of the fsct thAt whon we speak of these 
1.eglslatlve Councils III Iudla we arc deahng not witll small bodiel 
of '>J)e million 01 two milhon mOil, but we are dealing witb bodie8 
tbat have the rule alld tbe oOlltrol over twenty millioo and thirty 
mllhon of people, Bud a8 they get educated a"d more alive to the 
respOn81lJliJlles of tbelr positlOlI they wtll heglJl to atik for thesil 
powers wblch are now belIIS COli trolled largely by the influence of 
the Bombay people. 

Now I wBnt to ~ny a word about tbe methods of the IndIan 
people 80 far a8 COLton goods are concerned. It wae deolared by 
Mr. Wadla who 18 a well known Indian cottOIl manufacturer, Ilnd 
wllo 18 also well known for hlB villws on currency, when he Ipoke 
bere IJl thl8 very room, I Imagino, at a Deputation when Lord 
Morley was Scrretary of State for India in .J uly 1910: .. The 
Indian oonsumer, as a rule, lays sBlde a certalll amount of mODey for 
clothing during the year 'and whatevpr the price, he call only buy 
the amuunt of rot tOil cloth to the extent of the 8um laid allds lor 
tbe purpose." We art> $ugg~tHlg·tbat to make cotton cloth dearer 
b)' the Impoaition of tbi. duty 18 to m:ike it extremel), diffioult for 
the maSB6S of IndlaD people to purchue the neca ... ry amount of 
cotton cloth which they reqUlre The condition. of ble which 
oP'!rated then MO, 1 unden~d, stIli operative, and I certaU\ 
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amount of mone)' ia still allot-ted to the puroh&lle of olothing. Now 
what ha.ppens under present condition.l Tbis salle gentleman in 
giving evidence before the FI80ai Commis8ion, of February 24, made 
tbi. atatement : .. The witnel. contended that mIllions in India 
were to day in a atate of leml itarvatloll and lemi lIudity due to tbe 
economic and currenoy polioy of the Governmeut. He did not 
think that the raising of the import Ilud eXl'ise dutleR on cloth 
would make tbe position of poor people mUtlb wl'>t'8e." I am sure 
that we cannot sympathise with all attltudo of tbnt Aort; we ca.nnot 
agree with a poltcy which is going to affect mllholls of people ill 1\ 

state of semi lIudlty and aeml stanatlOn through the imposition of 
tbese dutleR. 

Pradlcal Suggelhonl 

Now wbat praotlcal suggestions I'all we make to you 7 It baa 
been Buggested that If the duty of 11 per cent. on ('ustoms wal! 
reduced to 6 per cellt , and thl1 eXCIse d'lty was inrleased from three 
and balf per cent to 6 per cellt, you would then get as mucb 
revenue as you are getting from the II per cent. and from the three 
and half per cent. You would hy that D10tl1lS reduce the prIce of 
cotton goods III Illdia by 5 per cen t , Cllabh IIg moro goods to be 
produced both in thiS cOUlMy !Arlll III Ilidla, producHlg greater 
employmont III hoth countrws, am) the musses of the people bClIIg 
able to have more clothlllg Also, It IH a fJir critICism that the 
Government of India aro riot admitllsterlllg Iudia 1\1 the best 
intorests of the people, judged ~olely by Its Burlget~. I look at the 
partl('ulars as given by Mr. Montagu ou liist year's Budget, and 1 
notice the rovenue from llItoxlCalJts. I deSIre to say ill this con· 
neotioll that I 11m not UBlIIg the~e figures as allY teetotal argument, 
because the LancashIre memhers aro 1I0t all teetotallers. I aBsure you 
that 1 am not a teetotaller m}solf. I j uat moutlOlI It because what· 
ever may be aUf views all temperance or othcrwl8e, we do like to 
have Borne relatlollsblP between t he !ArtICles all w bleh taxes are 
imposed. Now III ImlJa the ImposltlOlI of taxatlOlI on IIItoxioallts 
amounted to 27,000,000 rupees 011 cottOIl manufactures, that is, 
imported cottou goods Duly, /lot lIIc1udlllg eXCIse, tho tllxatloll waa 
59,500,000 rupees. I tbl,.k thore 18 rO:18onaLlo room for suggesting 
to t.he GovernnJout 01 Iudla thut they have a meaus, by looking at 
the duties upon Willes, spirits and beer, 01 obtaining revenue whioh 
would at IOllst be as easily paid as III the other case, and if they 
reduce It ill the case of cotton goods they would certainly Dlake it 
easIer for those cotton goods to be bought by the masses of the people. 

I oolf dtlaire to say in conclusion that wbat we LanC81bire 
people wlsb is t bat therll should be close co operation between this 
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GovernacuK u41n41ia. tba. thja oountl')' .houJd by 1M mtNlI ill it. 
PDwer .... huti. b, bolpiul in ite irrigatioll woru.PIi hI ta. 
..... an 01 .. il • .,.. t.bat "e, .bould .. liat ber to iucreue ber 
lAaleri"l we.th, alld b, the iftCreau "bi4~ w. call b.., .bou, ill 
'Ju.t .. 1A1 we shall certainly do IIOre to oootribQte to the ... U.re of 
1adl. end the welfare of Laocublre than b, ..... n. 01 t\.,.. taritt.. 
wbiolJ cauIe 10 lIIucb 1088 to both cOlmtr~ 

MI. T. Shaw (M. P. for Pre8toll) said ·-It is /lot 811 tiltelltioll 
to make a lon, speecb. Tbe organised oolton .. orkera in Laacubire 
at ."1 rate have 110 doubt at ,,11 about their It.alldpoillt 011 tbia 
queatloll. ConferenOtl after conference and congress after co",rel. 
be, occupied itaeU wIth tbe quesllon and BOIDe of UB have "" 
experience of it dating back 30 or S/'i ,ears I do not tbink the 
GoverlllUellt will try to sbelter itself bebind lihe Act of the ex
Secretary of State lor IndIa because the imposition 01 thea. dutie. 
took plaoe prIor to tbat Act being palsed. O"r and over ag,in 
LaDOaablre, both so far ... the employers and omployed were con
cer.ed. approacbed various I "dIan eeeretarlea .beD propo.ala for 
the .. taxes were belDg made and on every occasion. after bearing th. 
statement of the cale. tbe Indian Secrotary .nmltted that the tax 
without a countervailing excise waH wrong i .. prlOciple. W. were 
faced by Mr. Chamberlaill wltell b. \VIIS Secretary of Htate with a 
foal a«OmpK. "lthougb there was It dl8tlllct Ilnd,rata ... ding tbat 011 
tbi. queBtion, at 'UI), rute. L,,"c,"bire should be beard befbre final 
detrillOOI were takeu It is ul8le88 for the Government to try to 
sbelter itself bebillo tbe p'ISlIlIIg of tbA Act by Mr. MOlltep. J 
draw attentioll to theBe (aotB hecauBe when J laid that there "" 
110 doubt about the position 01 1 he organiled worken in Lanea.bire 
we formed that oplllion 1I0t.OIl the Act of Mr. Mont.,u at all but 
on ",hat had gOIl8 beSoro. 1 he action of to-day il "hat would 
have been the acttoll of yesterday II we bad not been powerful 
Imoulh in argumellt to convlIIce Il1dlan Secretarie. tha' tbe thiDI 
w .. wrong. Weare told that tbls tax i. nece .. itated by Indian 
public opinion. Our reply ie tbat we do not believe a word of it. 
W. bellev. tbat tbe vaat maes of the people in India under 1I0rDlai 
CirClJlDItance8 require their cotton good8 ... obeapIJ ... they can 
get the.. The, are probably the pooreat oiviliaed peop" ill the 
world aaedina the ehe.pelt 01 goode. and we do Dot believe thAt 
the vut majority 01 Indlall people demand tbese taX.I in tile way 
the, ale impoI.d. That i. a plaln statement of fact .. we l8e it. 
We do not believe tbe argument t.bat tbe vue; majorit, of 'be 
ladi~n peqp1e bave all, lnterelt at aU in a protective dutJ .,ainet 
l.an.al;Ure eottoD aood. be~UI8 we bel~e in n0l'lll81 tilDtI t.be,. 
WIDt. •. lIeit ,om. .. cbeapl¥ II pouible. 

1 :1 
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We flay what rea80n wa. there for impollng .. proteotiYe dut) 1 

Was it becauee India needed a proteetive dut,. to build UII b8'r 
industry 1 Why, at the very time we were tIOnfrOhted with the 
tait aCllOmpli-I am speaking from memory-I thirtk the .tilJ'alll 
profits of Indian cottOIl firma were 90 per cent. So that It oanoae 
be argued that India (leeds this protection beoause without it 
she oannot make her lIldustry pRy That, I think has heen proved 
to be wrong over and over again The~ If/diEt Offioe is in paRses
sion of 8ulficient figures on that POlllt without it belDg neoeBlIlry 
for me to attempt to use anv at 011. Now, w-hat. the Lancashire 
workers 8ay 18 t,hlS "Ialllly 811(\ ~Imply' "We '\0 not want ahY 
preferenre over IndIa, all we want 18 eqnaillY If JO per ('SIlt 

is put 011 our goods then we claIm that 10 per Cllllt .bould be 
put 011 the goods produced III 1 11(11 a " We clAim that Iudu'll 
innuRt,ry ill rotton i8 profitable enough \\ lthollt ba\,llIg an adrled 
pro~ert,ive duty, We also c1Ulm-elld the figures are in tbe 
possessIon of the IndIa Offioe--Ihllt the rnethorl of imposing the 
taX" is suob a8 to ImpORC a V/lr) 1'0, 1~lrirrahle hurden on a finished 
pIece of Lalmashlre cloth that tllltors illdla, and 1t is very mlloh 
opon t.o douht a8 to whother the protl'otn'e duty in f\Ctual faot, 
doea not amount to much more thull tho dlffcrelloe III tile Illr 
oentage, I wClnt ogain to ('mpha8188 the l!let that 80 far I~R 
t.he Lanr,aRhire workerR are r(lIJrerued thl'Y a8k {or flO Itl'O 

fsrence for anybody All they asJ.. lor IR lair play and to btl 
placed 011 the same baSIS as everybody el~e, Illdlafl manufaolurers 
included, 

\\'e ask ourselves, what hilS Lanrashire dOllS to bllve ber,oma 
t,he Cinnerello. of the trados ~ All t hrollgh the war witbont, R 

romplnmt, WIthout 1\ murmur, WI' suffered we were the only 
hig trnoe m the roulltry whIch did ~uffcr W II did make represcli
tatiOll~, hilt wo never murmurllrl allf1 we lIever complBlllerl, 
although ollr wdustry WIlS stopperl to a very ronsiderable extent 
1\11 through the war, We rlli\ lIot ask for protection for the 
workllrs 111 our trades, The large stnndurd trade& seflt every m!\11 

of military age who was fit into the Army WIthout 1\ murmur or 
B complaJrlt We bore the hurdI'll of our unemployment rlllrlllg 
the wlI.r and arrauged III the trarle ItsoH to carry tbat burden, not 
askillR the Government to lllter\'ene to nny materIal extellt at 
all As a matter 'of fact we not DIlly ~lItfered rlurlllg the war 
wlthont complamt , we not only gnvtI all the men ill Ollr prinDipaJ 
inrlustry to the Army and NJl\'y WIthout complalllt, but we 
managed the unemployment without Mking the State to put a 'big 
Il'taft" at our disposal. We were ancl are now t be Cinderella of 
t,he trR(le~, and wheu we come Rlorl~ to the 111m" (lffiOt' W'ben tbete 


