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and it is impossible to ensure the continuity of publication until 
India is ill' a happy position of supplying editors enough to take 
the place of those "'ho are :trrested. It is not our intention to break 
for all time the'laws governing the publication of newspapers. This 
paper wiJI, therefore, exist so long only as the Rowlatt Legislation 
is not withdrawn." 

In this connection II. Gandhi issued the follow

ing Instructions. 
Mahatma Gandhi's Instruotion to Satyagrahis. 

"\Ve are now in a pOSition to expect to be arrested at any 
moment. It is, therefore, n~cessary to bear in mind that if anyone 
is arrested. he should, without causing any difficulty, allow himself 
to be arrested, and, if summoned to appear before a Court, he 
should do so. No defence should be offered and no pleadsrs 
engaged in the matter. If a fine is imposed with the alternative of 
imprisonment, the- imprisonment should be accepted. If only fine 
is imposed, it ought not to be paid; but his property, if he has any, 
81lould he allowed to be sold. There should be no demonstration 
of grief or otherwise made by the remaining Satyagrahis by reason 
of the arrest and imprisonment of their comrade. It can not be too 
often repeated that we court imprisonment, and we may not 
complain of it when we actually receive it. Wht:n once imprisoned, 
it is our duty to conform to all prison regulations, ~.S prison reform 
is no part of Ollr campaign at the present moment. A Satyagrahi 
may not resort to surreptitious practices, All that the Satyagrahis 
do can only and must be done openly." 

Madra.e-6th April. 

Madras celebrated the Satyagraha day as peacefully as Bombay. 
From early in the morning thousands of people were seen,Qn the 
beach taking a sea bath. They observed a 24 hours fast. All 
Indian shops, bazars, and business activities were closed. Innumer
able Bhajan parties sin~jng National sOllgs and carrying the Satya
graba Banner and praying the lord for the repeal of the Rowlatt Act 
were parading the streets in sorrowful humility. In the afternoon 
a huge mass meeting was held in the Triplicl!-ne Beach wpere more 
than a hundred thousand men congregated around a dozen plat
forms to hear the Satyagrahis. Messa/oles from Mahatma Gandhi 
and Dr. Subramaniya were read. An air of religious solemnity was 
about the demonstration which could not but reach and convert the 
~art even of those who were anti·Satyagr-.his. There were not 
the parading exhibitions of resentment, the beating of breasts and 
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cry of hai, hai, as at Lahore. A sense of spiritual resignation per
vaded the assembly, and perhaps also the authorities, who managed 
to forbear from a show of the police' and from letting loose the 
military, 

Mr, Kusturiranga Aiyangar was in the chair and the Hon. 
Mr. Naras!mham Aiyer read the message from M. Gandhi, 

Ma.hatma Gandhi's Message. 

"I do hope that the Presidency that produced beautiful Val/iam
rna. Nagappan, Narayanasami and so many others of your Presi
dency with whom I was privileged to work in South Africa will not 
quail in the presence of sacrifice demanded of us all. I am can· 
vinced that reforms will be of no avail, unless our would.be part
ners respect us. A nr'! we know that they only respect those who 
are capable of sacrificing for ideals as themselves. See how un
stitltingly they poured out treasure and blood during the war. Ours 
is a nobler cause and our means infinitely superior, in that we re
frain from shedding blood other than our own", 

Mr. T. !'vI. Krishnaswamy Aiyer then read out the Ven'ble 
Dr. Subramaniam's message in which he expounded the true princi
ples of Salyagraha and urged that "the rig-ht way to carry out the 
pledge is to will day after day, as forcibly as (one) can, that the 
autocracy now so much in evidence in the land and the exploitatioll> 
'to which it is exposed, should cease; the present servile state of the 
country is not an accident but the necessary consequence of our 
past collective Karma. It is 110 other than the punishment inflicted 
!Jy Providence through the instrumentality of that Autocracy. None 
who takes this rightful view of the matter ought to sit stit!, but 
atone by striving hy all legitimate means to prepare for better 
conditions to our succes~ors " 

HARTAL AT LAHORE. 

On April 2nd the Superintendent of Police issued a notice 
requiring the c.onveners of processions and meetings to apply for a 
license not later than 10 A M. on the day previous to that for which 
the license, is required.. Orders were also passed by the Government 
on Drs. Satyapal and Kitchlew prohibiting them to address 
public meetings. Official pressure was also applied on the 
local leaders to abandon the idea of the meeting at Bradlaugh Hall 
on the Satyagraha day and this raised a difference of opinion among 
the leaders as to tht:; desirability of holding the protest meetiDg~ 
Accordingly to arrive at a settlement a meeting was called on the 
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2nd where the leaders met to discuss the point. It lasted for stiurU 
hours and sat till I&te at night with Dr .• Gokul Chand ! Naran,-'-in ' 
the Chair. Mr. Ratan Chand moved for cancellation of ·' tMJ: 
Bradlaugh Hall meeting while Mr. Dev Raj Bahney urged that the 
meeting lle held as arranged. on the ground that a protest against 
the infamous" Black Act " was far more important than any other 
consideration. On being put to the vote the latter proposal was 
carried by 18 to 2 and it was decided that the meeting should be 
an open air one. 

Accordingly on the 6th from the morning all business was 
suspehded and all shops closed without a single exception. No gharry 
or tonga was pldng except some private conveyances belonging to 
,.arsel. At about 8 o'clock people were seen walking .in groups 
with mourning badges on their left arms, and by 90'cIock there 
was a crowd of about two or three hundred people with Dr. Swain 
Sivaram at their head. This crowd began to proceed towards 
the city from the Mall with shouts of "MalJalma Gandhr Yi ki 
Jai, Mr Mahammud Ali, Mr' Shaukat Ali Ie!' Jar,!"ala LajPat 
Rai ki Jai. Mahatama Shradhanand Ai Jai, Mr. Tilak k1Jar" 
As the crowd proceeded towards the city it began to grow in 
Ilumber and when it reached the Dabbi Bazaar, the principal 
market in the city. the crowd swelled to a thousand. Other groups 
of people who were waiting here now joined the main crowd and . 
the whole body then marched toward~ the Mochi Gate with 
shouts of "Hindu Musalman ki Jal, Mahatma Gandhi kl' Jai". 
People waiting on the roofs of houses and windows joined in the ~ 
cry. All the people now took off their caps and pBgris from their ' 
heads and began to express their mourning by beating their 
breasts with cries of 'hai hai, Rowlatt Bill, hai hai' and proceeded 
towards Anarkali Bazan. Poems condemning the passing of tbe 
Rowlatt Act were recited and in one place a printed copy containing 
the provisions of the Rowlatt Bill was burnt before the crgwd with 
Ilreat cheering. Up to this time the crowd was pass~g peate
fully but when it came near King Edward Medical. Collelge in 
order to proceed towards the Mall the Superintend~ntof Police 
came on horseback accompanied by several mounted Indian Sub-
I nspectors and prevented it from proceeding towards the Mall. 
Some of the leaders who were in the front line of the crowd assured 
the Superintendent that they would not create any disturbance and 
requested him to allow them to proceed. He, however, wou!dnot 
allow the crowd to proceed towards the Mall and sent for military 
cavalry and armed police who were waiting near by and who had 
been picketted since early morning in Golbagh, a garden neat 
the University Hall. A few minutes elapsed during which time 
the crowd had come in front of Moo!- Chllond's shop near the 
Forman Christian College. The cavalry guarded the road towafdil 
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the Mall and practically closed it from all sides. The crowd here 
were shol\l;ing wild crie~ of hai hai and repeatedly requested 
permission to proceed, but they were asked to return and not to 
proceed. The crowd was not prepared to obey the orders of 
the police officers when Lala Duni Chand, Bar-at-law" and Dr. 
Gokal Chand Narang, Bar-at-Iaw, arrived on the scene and 
co-operated with the police and appealed to the crowd to return 
towards the city. The discussion went on for some minutes and 
Dr. Gokal Chind once more appealed to the crowd tu go back 
to the city and threw his cap at the feet of the crowd and said 
with a loud voice "gentlemen, if you love your country, you should 
go back towards the city." The appeal had its effect and Dr. 
Gokal Chand Narang mounting on a horse led the crowd towards 
the city. The crowd followed him and began to disperse gradu
ally. Two armoured cars had arrived with machine-guns which 
slowly pressed the crowd and took them towards the city. By 1-30 
p. m., the crowd had dispersed in different directions and calm 
was restored. 

The protest meeting which was to take place at 5 PM. began 
earlier, as by 4 P. M. the Bradlaugh Hall was packed to its 
uttermost capacity. Three overflow meeting took place in 
the adjoining grounds outside the hall. Pandit Rambhuj Dutt 
Chowdhury presided inside the hall. and outside the gatherings were 
addressed by different batches of speakers. Pandit Rambhuj 
Dutt in opening the meeting made a long speech in Hindi ex
plaining to the people the real meaning of pa~sive resistance, asking 
them to be prepared to bear all sorts of sufferings and trouble 
which passive resisters would have to face in the struggle. Re
solution was passed most humbly entreating His Maj esty the 
King Emperor to disallow the measure as it constituted an imme
diate insult to millions of His Majesty's law-abiding and loyal 
subjects "jn India. 

Three m(lre resolutions were passed :-( r) viewing with alarm 
and disapproval the repressive orders of tht' provincial Govern
ment against Dr Saifuddin Kitchlew, Bar at Law, Dr Satyapal, Pandit 
Kotlamal, Swami Anubhavanand, and Pandit Dinanath, Editor of 
the "Waqat" newspaper of Amritasar, considering these Ofllers were 
unjust and injurious to the interests of peace, order and good 
governmt;nt of the province, (2) viewing with l>trong disapproval 
the act of the authorities at Delhi in firing upon innocent persons 
without any justification, expressing deep sympathy with the 
family of the deceased on their sad bereavement and also witb 
those unfortunately wounded in the affray; (3) requesting the 
president of the mee-ting to forward resolutions passed to the Sttc
retary of State for India, the Viceroy and the Lieutenant Governor 



rO/1919 j J1f'ICH.J..EL O'DO WYER'S SPEECH 'Hf 
of the Punjab. After the meeting the crowd again formed •• 
procession and marched towards the ciU' with cries "Mahatma 
Gandhi ki jai. Lala Lajpato Raj ki jai, Hindu Musalman kijait 
and beating their breasts with mourning cries of 'hai haL' The 
crowd made a stampede through the city beating their breasts 
continualiy for three or four hours. and making speeches con
demning the Rowlatt Act. 

Then came the parting kick of Sir Michael to the 
Indians. On April 7th he held his last Council and in his 
last Council Speech delivered himself as follows.-

"Government of this province is and will be determined that the 
public order which was maintained 30 ~ucce~sfully during the 
time of war shall not be disturbed in time of peace. Action 
has therefore already Ileen taken un(ler Defence of India Act 
against certain individuals at Lahore and Amritsar who. whatever 
their motil'es. were openly encleavouring to arouse public feeling 
against the Government. The British Government which has 
crushed foreign foes and quelled Internal rebellion could 
a1ford to despise agitators, but it has the duty of protecting 
the }oung and ignorant wh,.m they may incite to mischief and 
crime while themselves standing aside. I therefore take this 
opportunity of warning all who are connected with political move
ments in the province that they will be held responsible for the 
proper conduct of meetings which they organise, for the languages 
used at and the consequence that follows such meetings. 

"The recent puerile demonstrations against the Rowlatt Act 
in both Lahore and Amritsar would be ludicrous if they did not 
indicate how eaSily ignorant and credulous people-not one in a 
tholl~and of whom knows anything of the measure-can be 
misled. Those who want only to mislead them incur a serious res
ponsibility. Those who appeal to passion and ignorance rather 
t.han to reason have a day of reckoning in store for them." 
The Day of Reckoning came in the shape of Martial Law and 
its abominable .. trocities. 

In concluding his speech Sir Michael O'Dowyer said:' "Gen
tlemen, I have often been criticised for d\~elling on the achiev
ments of the Punjab in season and out of of season, but my 
pride in the province is based on no narrow parochial spirit. I 
have spent IS years awal' from itouring whi'ch I have sl!en many 
e>ther parts of India. I might indeed say. much as I have seen 
!lad known cities, known men and manners. climates, councils, 
governments, but nowhere did I find the same q.ualities as tbe
P~njab can show. From the prinoe's ptlace down to. the 
peuants hut I found I could meet a Punjab! whatever 
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his class or condition as man to man without suspicion 
01' mlst.st. I found. him in the mass loyal but not subser
vient, brave but not boastful, enterprising but not visionary, 
progressive hut not pursuing false ideals or mistaking the shadow 
for the substance." And yet a couple of days later this very 
Punjab was declared to be in Revolt by this very man. 

Arrest of Mahatma Gandhi. 
The people of Delhi who had so long been suffering so much 

from bureaucratk longheadedness yearned to See the l\lahatma 
in their midst, and such was his magnetic charm that not only 
WaS his vi8it longingly wished but the Satyagrahis at Delhi thought 
'it necesRary to have him in the city as the only means of meeting 
the despair of the people and keeping them in the- right track. 
Gandhi, who was then ailing at Bombay from acute heart-trouble, 
at last pursuadt::d his doctors to allow him to proceed to Delhi 
and left Bombay on the 8th April. The train was due to reach 
Delhi on the 9th evening. His coming was not made public 
on his own request as he could not bear a demonstration. The 
same evening, however, members of the Satyagrahi Sabha who 
went to the Station found it brimming over will the C. I. D. 
people. The train steamed in, and European travellers seeing 
'them awaling for Gandhi laughed and exultingly cried 'Arrested' I 
Mr. M. Desai, Gandhi's :,etretary, alighted from the train and in
formed that the Mahatma had been arrested at Palwal Station, a 
few miles from Delhi. Says Mr. Desai :-

.. Mahatma Gandhi on his way to Delhi at Kosi was served 
with an order not to enter the Punjab, not to enter Delhi and 
restrict himself to Bombay. 

"The officer serving the order treated him most politely, assur
ing him it would be his most painful duty to arrest him, if he 
elected to disobey, but that there would he no ill-will between 
them. 

"Mahatma Gandhi smilingly said that he must elect to disobey 
as it was his duty, and that the officer ought also to do .... hat 
was his duty. . . 

"In the few minutes that were left to liS, he dictated the following 
I-,Iessage, laying special emphasis on his oral message to me, as 
18 the written messages, that none shall resent this arrest or do 
anything tainted wit~ untruth or violence which were sure to darr.n 
,the sacred cause. 
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"'1'0 ~yOOUDtr,m •. -
It is a matter of the highest satisfac~iop to me, as I hp 

to 'you, t.hat I have received an order from the Punjab G~vernmeQt 
not to enter that province and another from the Deihl Govern
ment not to enter Delhi, while an order of the Government 
of India has been served on me immediately later whicb 
restricts me to Bombay, I had no hesit_Q in l;iaying to. the 
officer who served the orper on me, thllt 1"'9 ilQqpd, by virtue 
of the pledge to disregard it, which I have done, and I shall 
presently find myself a free man~ illY body being. tl!olct:1l by. ~hem 
in their custody. It Wlj.S ga.lhn,~ to me to mIlalll fr~ 'f~ls~ ~qe 
Rowlatt Legislation disfigured the Statute Book. My ~rre~t -.es 
me free. It now remains for yo.u to ~p.y. QUr,duty, whIch !!lcl~. , i ... 1Ii II 
stated in the Satya·graha pledge. lipllow It, and Y!>~ \V~Jl @j:l 'it 
will he your Ka11Ia<l/ltnu. I hope there wiII be no resi!mtmerit 
about my arrest. I have received what I was seeking, sither with
drawal of the Rowlatt l.egislation or illlprisonmt:nt . . A departure 
from truth by a hair'~ breadth, or violence committed against 
anyhody whether Englishman or Indian will surely damn the: great 
cause SatYll grahis are handling. I h6pe the Hinrlu-MWl!jmunity. 
which seems now to have taken firm bold of the people, will become 
a reality and I ft:e1 convinced that It will only be a reality if the 
suggestions I have ventured to make in my communication to tbe 
l'res<;, are carried out.; The responsibility of the Hindus in the 
matter is l!reater than that of Muhammadans, they being - ina 
minority and I hope they will discharge their responsibility :in the 
manner worthy of their country. I have also made certain 9U!t&e8-
tions regarding the proposal of the Swadeshi vow. Now I comlD!!l.ld 
them to your serious attention Ilnd you will find that as our ideas ,1iIf 
Satyagraha become matured the Hindu-Muslim unity is hut"pailts 
of Satyagraha. Finally it is my firm belief that we shall obtainsalva
tion only through suffering and not by reforms droppin~ 0" us .from 
England. no matter how unstintingly they ajight begra~ted.Tbe 
English are a great Nation but the weaker also go to tbe wall if ~ey 
come in contact with them. yvhen they are ~emselves COI,I,J'~~o.us 
they have. borne ' untQld suff~nng.9 andJhe~ oQly resp~'.'d to cou9 
and suffermgs, and partnershIp With tnem IS only pOSSIble after JIVe 
have developed an indomitable courage and Ii faculty for' unlimited 
sullering. There isa (uqpameqtal qi/W',cnce ~.eeD ~ir ciyilisa
tiQn and o\!rs. TpeY :beljeve in ~h~,d~~rj~e pfyio\en,cepr p~ 
for~e ~. tQe tin~l at . . b\~~ . ,}II.: y .,tea4iOi ,.,of ,qpr , ~vililillliQD . · ~,;,~ .~ 
ve expected to bel!~:ve IQ ~.ul Ji'qrc~ ~9~ /,.Mppl fp,rPI .. s~e; . jrM1 
arbiter and this is Satyag'~. " We. ~g ,uqdM, ~ 
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which we would avoid if we could, because we have swerved from 
the path laid down for us by our ancient civilisation. I hope that 
the Hindus, Muhammadans, Sikhs, Pahis, Christians, Jews and all 
who are born in India or who mad!' India their land of adoption 
will fully participate in these National observllICtS and I .hope too 
that women will taken therein as full a share as thl"! men." 

'I'he Dlwn of tile Fatal Day. 
The arrest took place at Palwal station on the 9th afternoon. 

The Mahatma's carriage was detached and brou!!ht back under 
Police escort to Muttra where he was detained till morning and 
then despatched by special train to a oestination not then madt-" 
public but which subsequently proved to be Bombay. 

Meanwhile the people, assembled at Delhi station to welcome 
the Mahatma, had gone back with a broken heart. On April loth 
the news of the arrest was flashed all over the country. "Arrested 
and Deported" ! that was the awful message which dazed, agonised 
the Indian people. The effect was terrific. To a people as the 
Indians are, it suddenly reminded the power of the Government. 
And in proportion as the Indian public was pushed into a sense of 
awe of that power, Anglo-India at once sprang up in boundless 
merriment over the arrest. They congratulated the Government 
for this wise action, and openly advocated a wholesale arrest and 
deportation of "A~itators." The atmosphere of Delhi and the 
Punjab was thick with rumonrs of further arrests of the leaders. 
The whole country wept in silence, silently Delhi went for the 
third time on harlal, mourning for a sight of their Mahatma 
sna.tched away from them to a destination unknown by the might 
of those who are mighty! 

Small in look, humble in life, emaciated by austerities, this 
'''saint of the people, the mystical apostle of the gospel of love, of 
suffering and of seU-humiliation" who had once prevailed against the 
brute Powers of Darkness in South Africa, simply by his purity of 
life,and sanctity of Ideals-Mahatmaji carried away nobody k'lOWS 
where ! 

At 9 in the morning Delhi people congregated on the banks of 
the Jumna for their hartal bath and a meeting was held where 
Mahatmaji's message was read, and prayers were offered in view 
of th~ ,Mkbatma's vt''"S' weak condition of health, For the ne'Ct 
few days the town was' on complete hartal. 
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Lahere-18th April. 
News of the arrest of M: Gandhi reached Lahore at about 1-30 

, '. M. and it spread like a wild fire. Business was suspended , 
immediately and shops began to be shut up by 7 o'clock. There was 
a general strike and shops were closed and entire business was 
suspended. People hegan to be seen walking in groups aod talking 
about the arrest of Mr. Gandhi and hy 7'30 aJarge crowd WitS see.n 
moving bareheaded in a procession beatinwi); their bre3st with 
mourning cries of "Hai Hai" and "Mahatma Gandhi Ki Jai" 
towards the city. As the crowds passed through the lanes of the 
city, it began to grow in numbers and when it reached the Mochi 
Gate it swelled to several thousands. 

'j 

The crowd then proceeded towards 'Anarkali Bazar and Upper 
\lall with shouis of "Hai Hai " and "Mahatma Gandhi Ki Jai." 
It crossed nearly a quarter of the l\1a1l without any obstruction, 
hut when it reached near the "hop of Francis Harrison and 
Hathaway, the Police armed with guns prevented them from 
proceer:ling rurther [t,ld asked them to disperse and go away. , The 
crowd, it is said, did not return and proceeded forward and when 
it came near the O'dwyer Soldiers' Club and the English warehouse, 
a collision occurred between the crowd and the Police. The police 
pressed back the crowd with their rifles but the crowd did not go 
hack and made a demonstration. Order was now given to fire and 
more than ten shots were fired. The crowd now dispersed and 
several were wounded and removed to hospital. 

Another collision occurred between the Poi;ce and the crowd 
near the city and several were killed and wounded. Armoured motor 
,'ars with machine guns and military were guardin~ with bayonets 
the tele~raph office and the European quarters of the city. , 

Aloritsar A blaze-l Otll April. 
The arrest and deportation of Mahatma Gandhi was at the 

instance of the Punjab Government. That Government had alr~l 
threatened the Satya~raha movement. They nQw ordered .further 
deportations. Drs. S. Kitchlew and Satya pal were invited by the 
Deputy-Commissioner (Mr. Miles Irving--see his evidence before 
Hunter Committee, p.49, App.) to his house and at once deporteld 
to an unknown destination. News of the arrest got about the ,o.t)' 
abo~ 11'30 and at once all shops closed. A hllge pr~on waS. 
at once crganised by n·30; it went in th~ direction of the DepUtY-
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Commissioner's bu~ldW with Ii ~iew to mlike 8; representation (or 
the release of the leaders. When they reached the foot bridge 
Dell.r the Railwa, Station they were obstructed by the police and 
ndt allowed to proceed. 

Tl1ev,,"ere fired on; stopped in the vicinity or the station and 
driten back by the mounted Inen of the 12th Ammunition Column 
under Captain Botting, the Somerset Light Infantry, and the police 
uDder Mr. Plomer q~eputy SupeJinterident). THe approache~ had 
lieen guarded by piquets 01 cavalry raised from tbe Ammunition 
COlUmn add other soutces and the infantry were held in reserve. 
'.meit. progress, howevet, was hindered oy the police piquet under 
Mr. Plomer and their (urtlier advance was barred by the ~ther units 
mentioned above organisin~ an effective resistance. The crowd 
w~re forced back over th~bridge leading to the civil station and the 
bridse wa, piquetted with infantry. 

Buildings BUrnt. 

While all- this was happening another part of the huge crowd had 
gon~ to the business part of the city. They burnt the National 
B~nk, the Chartered Bank, the Alliance Bank, the Town Hall, the 
Mi$sion Church and the depot of the Punjab Religious Book Society 
al;Ki murd;eredMr. Stewart and Mr. Scott of the National Bank and 
Mr. G. M.. Thomson ~ the Alliance . Bank. The telegraph office 
,.as attacked but a detachment of a PathCj.n regiment who were 
doing railway' I!.uard rushed to the sp.ot and dro~'e the rioters away. 
Special mention must be made of Mr. Pinto, at the telegraph office, 
litho althou~h overpowered, rescued by the guard, his instruments 
sinlth\:et and wires disconnected, studt to his post, reconnected 
arid obtained communicaton again with the olltside world. 

Mr. P. I. Jai'mlUi. Municipal Ehgineer had a thrilling esca(k 
from the city, together with three othr men, Mr. J. W. Thomson 
and Mr. A. Ross of the Chartered Rank and Sergeant Parsonage of 
the S. and t. €ol\:>s. He says:-

"1 wa~ cycling into the city·at TZ-45 p. m. and met a crowd 
(Joining towatdl; the l;Ia!l gite. They look no notice of me. I 
6lilfed at the "ttiona} Blldk ahd sa. Mt. Stewatt :md Mr. Scott. 
iIro blisi~ *I1S heing dbne in the binJt.s and thel-e was obvious 
etcit91el1t in tlte air. 

~~ "ll~t;;~fi;~?:y on tOh~1rt~tb;~i~~~r~~bf~ cit.~~ !~:t ~H~ 
~~ijrn~~h. '~~L\~~:$~!i~t1k~w~\rt~~e ~~:II~~::.r!~t~: 
on the tefeptitine anti just as lie -sai4 . i"l\a:t i~ 4lt flm f_~ 
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about?" the line crossed. I repfied that we were crossed and v 
get another line and then the telephorte wetlt wrong. 

"The crowd that had bee,n shouting quiCkly returned in increM
ed numbers. The first building demolished was the Post Office in 
the Town Hall. The Office was at the back of uiihe. Thel broke 
other windows, looted the place arid set fire to it. They lert~e Post 
Office and caine to my office and smashed the windows. I had ,II. 
loaded revolver, but happily the police arrived on the scene under 
their very capable leader. I heard him give the order 'charge !' and 
the crowd went away. 

"I was then advised to leave my office arid gd to the Police 
quarters, the Kotwali close by and adjdinirlg the T?wn Hall. this t 
very quickly did. I stayed there tiJI :I 30 p.m. when ~i wns advi~ed 
to go to II. priVate hOlille ror shetter. ' 

"After leaving the Town Hall the CT0wd went to the National 
Bank. They went for Mr. Stewart and M.r. Scott and knocked them 
out with lath is. A Sikh head clerk was also there. After pulling a 
big almirah on top of the three of them they pulled the sikh out, 
pushed him out of the way and then attacked Mr. Stewart and Mr. 
Scott with lath is. The rioters looted the office. took all loose-cash 
(amounting to Rs. 500 or Rs. 600) and returned to their two 
European victims. They then poured oil or petrol on everything 
and set fire to the building. The safe was looted and at mid-night 
was still intact. 

"The victims were horribly burnt. I have seen them al1d neither 
are recognisable. 

"The rioters passed on to the Alliance Bank, while another crowd 
came along and looted the National Bal)k "Godown." At the 
Alliance Bank Mr. Thompson fired on the hooligans and killed 
several as his empty revolver afterwards showed. He was over
powered, however, and thrown o\'er the verandah into the road . .His 
remains .vere afterwards picked up and taken to the Kotwali. ,The 
lOOters laid their hands on anything of value, set fire to the p~pers 
and !iurnt the place out. They went On next to the Chartered Banlt. 
~here were Mr. J. W. Thomas and Mr. A koss who were resCued 
by the police. 

"About this time i, was advised .to leave the Kotwali. 1 was 
very kindly given shelter by an Indian. friend irt the"city. ·1. sta,ed 
tbere Jlntil about 4-30P. m,' when I was infor,med that Mr. Thomso\l 
and Mr. Ross of the Chartered Bank were at the Kotwali and l 
Joined them and Sergeant ParsonatJe of the S. and T. there. 

_ '''I'm; nati'ies, meanwhile. went into fheTbwn Hall, puUea'4iG1m 
the tfoltmts of the Civjc . fathe~ tore.' theria nfl, trampteciCIJQ 



86 DEPORTATIONS AND RIOTS. rAPR.IL 

them and fired them. They t~ated every office in a similar 
manner, except mine curiously enough; but they burnt my 
bicycle. 

"The four of us stayed in the Kotwali until midnight. We were 
fed hy Indian friends. We Icft with an escort taking the hody of 
Thoms., and picking up the bodies of Stewart and SC'ltt from the 
National Bank. They were sent to the mortuary in the civil lines 
and we came via the station to the Fort arriving about 1-30 a.m. and 
wearing pag,.;s. 

"An accustltion has been made hy the Indians of wells being 
poisoned. They smashed all the stand posts in Hall bazar. I 
therefore gave orders that pumping should cease until I had had 
samples taken.. Now I hear the city pipe layer sent word to the 
pumping station saying pumping should be resumed or the moh would 
take action Pumping is going on, I understand, so I cannot take 
any further responsibility." 

Dr. Easdon, the lady doctor in the Municipal Zenana Hospital 
in the west of the city, had an even more exciting experience than 
:Mr. Jarman. Ahout 1-30 p.m. she was attacked in the Hospital. 
She hid in a small closet for two hours wh!lst the mob searched 
high and low for her. At 340 p.m. she escaped in native dress by 
a side door and went to the house of an I ndi:m friend. She stayed 
in thl' city until night and then again f''lcapl'd in Indian dress and 
arrived at tht Fort ahout 1 a.m. 

Mr. A. Ross, who was with :\Ir. l. W. Thomson ;It the Chartered 
Hank ill the centre ()f the citro ~()Ille' TOO yards from the Town Hall, 
gave the following narrati\·c. 

"The fir~t we heard of anything was a telephone message from 
the Alliance and National Hanks saying they could not understand 
the crowds that were passing through the city and thought there 
must be some trouble brewing. 

"We next saw some of the wounded natives being brought back. 
The Indians were shouting, 'Burn and loot the banks' and eUlogising 
Mr. Gandhi in the phrase Galfd'" I.e Jai. The next thing we knew 
was that thl' crowd was smashing the windows. Mr Thomson and 
I slid up a narrow dog-leg staircase and stayed there with an inlt 
bottle in each hand. All the bab"os went on top of the roof and 
told tne' crowd the sahib: were not inside. The crowd, however, 
broke through the doors, found our hats and tore them to bits. 
They tore up the majority of our books, wrenched off the handles of 
the safe, but could not open it. The baDool meanwhile were on the 
roof yelling for the p'olice who were in the Kotwali, less than 100 
yards away. The 'police soon arrived and cleared away the riotous 
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intruders. We stayed for an hour and the ~lnJos extinguished the 
fire which had been started. 

"The police escort took us through the gardens to the police 
station about 4-12 p.m. We were left there under an escort of the 
Sussex Regiment and with Mr. Plomer, Deputy Superintendent of 
Police, and went to the Fort." 

The Other Murders. 

Sergeant Rowla:1d~, cantonment electrician, was caught near the 
Rego bridge whilst making a dasll fJr the Fort. He had been try
ing to mend the wires. HIs head was smashed and he was found 
in a tent Oil the horse fair ground near by. 

The railway guard Robinson, an ex-Northumberland Fusilier, 
was beaten to death with lathis ill the goods yard. 

Nurse Sherwood of the Mission School who refused to leave 
when requested was hadly cut about the head, but her injuries were 
not serious. 

Milita.ry Foroes. 

The garrison uf .\mritsar when tbe outbreak occurred consisted 
of one company of Somerset Light Infantry in charge of Captain 
'Iassey (0. C. Stati(,n), half a company of Garrison Artillery and the 
12th :\mmunition C"lumn. Whilst the riot was taking place a 
r:ompany of the J -I)th Gurkhas, passing through the station enroute 
for Peshawar, was detrained and armed under the command of 
Captain Crompton who rendered valuable service in reinforcing the 
piquets. All positions were held until relief came from Lahore in 
the shape of one company of the 2-6lh Sussex Regiment and a com
pany of the I-24th Balllchi~ under the command of Major Donald, 
who then became O. C. Troops, Amritsar. "'urther troops arrived 
from Jilliundur, including the 25th Londons, and order was main
tained. Captain MacMillan of the 2nd Lancers who was at Amritsar 
at the time rendered valuable service. The city on Friday was 
f)ractic:l.lIy surrounded, all important positions and the approaches 
to the Civil station being well guarded. The railway station was full 
of British and Indian troops The ruined banks, Town Hall, etc., 
were held by the police. Brigadier General Dypr visited Amritsar 
on Friday night. Lleut. Shallow, R. G. A. was in command at 
the Fort. 

At the Fort the women and ohUdren. 

Plactically the whole of the Europeans of the GiviI Station were 
interned in the Fort. Captain Jarad of the Recruiting Office, con-



88 DEP.()RT4rION~ 41l.(J RIOTS. (AfRIL 

grt;gated all the w"omen ~n'~ childr~n at the bunglUPw of Mr. ]~ffn.o'g 
P. w. D. at 6:30 p. Rl. on Thursday nigh~ and took them into the 

·~Jnrt. The men joined them thtre.' This' little European colony 
was still domiciled there on Friday. The women slept on the floors 
and the men slept in the open. They were being fed on. bully beef 
and bread, One and nil, however, praise the police and C. I . D. for 
the splendid work they did, and they affirm that but for them many 
more Europeans would have lost thc:ir livc:s. The Municipal Secre
tary is one of those who narrowly escaped. 



P.aJab o ......... cit ComlDtl.lque. 
l;aftOre, April I J~-~ various exaggerated and misleathlt 

..epe>fItS appear to be in circulation regarding tbe distur~
which lately took place in Amritsar and Labore the folloWiDt 
aothoritafive acco1lnt is published :-

Early on the morning of the 10th orders under the Defence of 
Indi'a (Consolidation) Rule were served on Dr. Saifuddin Kit<:hlQ 
and Dr. Satyapal, two local agitators, whose speeches and activltiei 
during the previous few weeks combined to bring "about a state of 
general unrest in Amritsar. Thet were removed by motor anti 
train. Shortly before t t A ••• , the news of these arrests rapidl)' 
spread throughout the City. A large crowd, numbering possibly I~ 
or zo,ooo. there1lpon collected and endeavoured to rush the civil 
lines. In anticipation of possible trouble picket!! were posted oil 
the railway overbridge and level crossings connecting the city with tbe 
lines. Arriving at the overbridge the crowd refused to obey orders 
to disperse or retire, and stones were thrown at the men Of 
the picket. The District Magistrate gave order to fire. The mob 
thus defeated in its immediate object turned back towards the City, 
divided itself into two portions first of these arming themselves witb 
wooden rails and similar weapons attacked the railway station. 
Here part of the goodsshed was bnrnt, and a railway subordinate; 
named Robinson. who attempted to check the advance of the crowd 
was murdered. Troops and police on the spot succeeded however 
in preventing damage being done to the Station itself. While these 
events were in progress, the other part .of the mob attacked and 
and bnrnt the Town Hall, banks and certain other buildings insido 
the City. British Officers of the, National Bank, Stuart and Scott, and 
one of the Alliance Bank of Simla, Thompson, were foully murdered. 
Other Emopeans in the city succeeded in evading the rioters with. 
the exception of Sergeant Rawlings, Cantonment Electrician, who 
was intercepted and overpowered while endeavouring to reach the
fort. Smaller bodies of rioters broke away and endeavoured to 
destroy the permanent way at various points, and wrecked the small 
t'tation Chahaharta on the main, and Bagtanwala on the Pathikanut 
line. Trains were delayed for some hours on the 10th but normal 
traffic on the main lines was fully restored the following day. Local 
troops and the p'olicereinforced by a company of Gurkha soldiers. 
passing through Amrilsar by train at the time suc'ceeded in preventing 
any successful attack on civil lines and in restoring order at the-' 
Railway Station and other important points. Military reinforcement 
arrived in Amritsar during the course of the evening and by nightft,ll 
th~ mob was confined to the limits of the city. wh,ich was practically 
au1:founded. On the following evening detachments of .. troops 
entered the city itself an d encountered- no resIstance. The to .. 
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number of killed· among the crowd is believed between twenty and 
thirty.· Relatives of the dead persons w~re permitted to dispose of 
the bodies outside the city under conditions laid down by the 
Commissioner who :urivp.d on the evening of the loth. 

Disturbances of a similar character though with less unfortunate 
results occured in Lahore when the news of A mritsar riot was received 
OQ the evening of the loth. Shops in the city and the vicinity were 
.quickly closed and the noisy crowd endeavoured to force its way 
towards the civil lines. The crowd was met by a small police 
detachment near the High Court and on refusal to abandon its 
progress was dispersed under orders of the District Magistrate by 
musket fire. At a later hour in the evening, the police again was 
compelled to fire on the disorderly crowds which attacked them with 
missiles in the vicinity Jf Lahori Gate. Two persons were killed in 
tbis day"s firing and about four others wounded. Military precaution 
has early been taken to render any recurrence of such events 
impossible and on the I Ilh no collisions occurred between the polics 
or the troops and the mob either in Amritsar or Lahore. Though 
shops remained closed on the morning of the 12th, troops p2.ssed 
through :_ahore city itself and occupied certain commanding points 
At one point only the crowd obstructed the passage of the troops 
and brick·b~ts were thrown. Under orders of the District Magistrate 
they dispersed the crowd with a few musket shots, two being killed 
and as many more wounded. At Amritsar the day passed off quietly. 
troops marched round and into the city and found the streets almots 
deserted. . 

Martial Law Ordinance. 
Simla April 14 :-The following Communique was 

issued by the Home Department, Oovernment of India :-
As the Governor-General-in-Council is satisfied that a state of 

~pen rebellion against the authority of the Government exists in the 
districts of Lahore and Amritsar, he has been pleased to brinr into 
force in those districts the provisions of Section 2 of the Bengal State 
Offences Regulations 1804 for tite trial by Courts Martial instead of 
the ordinary criminal courts of persons taken in arms in open 
hostility to the British Government or in the act of opposing by 
fOtte of arms the authority of the same, or in the actual commission 
of an overt act of rebellion against the state orin the act of operuy 
aiding and abetting the enemies of the British Government. 
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THIN CAME THE MARTIAL LA VI ORl>INANCK; 

SIMLA, APRIL 15th. . . 

Ordi nan.::c No. I of I 9 I 9 
(I) This Ordinance may be called the Martial Law Ordinance, 

"91 9. 
(2) It shall come into operation at midnight between the 15th 

and the 16th April, 1919. . ... 
(3) (i) Every trial held under the Bengal State Offences Regula

tion 1804 (hereinafter called the said Regulation) shall instead 
-()f being held by a Court Martial be held by a Commision 
consisting of three persons appointed in this behalf by the 
Local Government, (ii) The Local Government may appoint 
as many commissions for this purpose as it may deem expedient. 
(iii) At least two members of every such commission shall 
be persons who have served as Sessions Judges or Additioul 
Sessions Judges for a period of not less than the three years 
(lr persons qual;fied under Section 101 of the Governrnentof 
India Act, 1 n 15, for appointment as Judges of High Court. The 
Local Government shall nominate one of the members of the 
Commission to he President thereof. 

(14) A Commisllion shall be con vented by the Local Govern
ment or by such officer as the Local Government may authorise in 
this behalf. 

(I~) A Commission shall have all the powers of a general Court 
1Jartial under the Indian ArmyAct 1911, and shall, subject to the 
provisions of this ordinance. in matters follow so far as may be, 
the proceedures regulating trials by such Courts Martial prescribed 
by or under the said Act, provideci that where, in the opinion 
{)f the convening authonty, a summary trial is necessary in the 
interests of the public ~afety. ~uch authority may direct that the 
Commission shall f0110w the procecure prescribed for a sum
mary General Court Martial by order or under the said Act, and 
the Commission of this Ordinance follow such proc('edure accord
ingly, provided further that Seclions 78. 80 and 8% of the said 
Act shall not apply to any trial under this Ordinance. 

(16) The finding and sentence of a Commission shall not be 
subject to the confirma l ion by any authority. 

(17) Nothing in this ordinance shall affect any trial held or 
begun to he held by Court Martial under the jlaid Regulation prior 
to the commencement of this Ordina'lce save as provided by 
Section 6, The provisions of this Ordinance shall apply to all per 
S'lns referred to in the said regulation who are charged with allY 
of the offences thereon described, committed on or after the 13th, 

ApriI19.f9~ {SdJ Chelmsfotd, 
Viceroy'and Govemor'General. 



GOVT. OF INDIA COMMUNIQUE {Apan;... 

A a.u- ., l.ella Bxttl.orcllaary pa.bllsbed tbe fOllow
lag resolutlou of tbe. .HoDie Department. dated Simla. 14t ... · 
April 191 a. 

, Tb~ present situation arising out of tbe agitation against tbe' 
anarchical and revolutionary Crimes Act (commonly Galled the 
~o~latt . Act) Penders it imperative on the Governor-General In 

Council to define tne attitude of the Government on the subject of 
that agitation and the serious disOlders whtchhave resulted there 
from and intimate the nation of the concerted action which it is now 
pecessary to take for the preservation of law and order. 

, When the Rill was under discussion its opponents declared publicly 
that if it passed into law a campaign ofagitation against it on a scale 
bitherto unattempted would be organised throughout India. and a 
section of them indicated that they would support that campaign by' 
resort lO what is known as passive resistance. No one cognizant of 
the conditions of India could have bl"en ignorant at the time of the 
dangers of initiating a widespread movement of this nature. They 
were clearly pointed out by many public men 01 moderate views· 
and the representatives of Government did not fail during the debates 
on the Bills to em phasize the serious consequences to the public peace 
which would follow from an agitation such as was then threatened. 
These warnings were unheeded, and to the agitation which has 
succeeded the passing of the Act must be directly attributed the 
open breaches of the public peace. the defiance of authority, and the 
criminal attacks on life and property which have lately been witnessed: 
in certain parts of India. 

The agitation has followed a double line of action, namely. 
diredcritlcism of the Act by means of public speeches and publi-.· 
catiotls, .arid the initiation of the threatened movemeilt of passive 
resistance. The latter movement, was ushered in by a demons
tration cpnsisting of the observance of a day of fasting and the 
closing of shops and places of business. Such a demonstra
tion was not in itself illegal, but there is ample evidence to prove 
that ill more than one place those locally responsible for organisation. 
overstepped the limits of lawful persuasion, and resorted to direct 
mterference with the business of many who were not interested in. 
the movemen.t and to forcible obstruction of the traffic in the public 
street. But the indirect consequences of this aspect of the alrttlition 
have been far more mischievous in that it prompted, a sense of unrest 
and of excitement which was bound to react and has leacted on the 
more ignorant and inflammable section of the population. The ' 
campaign of criticism has involved in many quarters the use of most 
flagrant misrepresentations regarding the character of the Act. If 
is clear that lllrge numbers of igno~ant people have been 4eli~ratel,.. 
led to believe t~att~e neW law gives tlte police unfettered autlWrityto-
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interfere with p~blictJteetiDgs,nOt oalyofa ~()litic.1 but of areligi-
61lB and social nature, and to arrest summarily persons 'engag~;fft 
political work. and that it em"powers the exe<:otive authority.tG:i~p,n. 
.on witbout trial any person criticising the action of tbeGovernm~t. 

The Rowlatt Ac:t ExpJa~ned. , 
The Governor-General in Counc;:i1 thinks it necessary to reit~rato 

here the following salient facts concerning this . Act :-.1t 18 4ipeci. 
fically directed against revolutionary and anarchical .crime an'" can 
only be brought into force in any locality where it bas been prol!ed to 
the satisfaction of the Governor·GeneraJ-in-Counci! that such crime 
or movements tending to such crime exist. It has not so far been 
brought into operation in any part of India. Its arst part m.e,ely 
provides for the speedy trial of certain grave offences, In the s~cond 
and third parts provision is made for preventive action. similar to. 
but much more restricted in scope than, that now provided hy ~ule~ 
under the Defence of India Act against persons suspected of revolu-, 
tionary or anarchical crime. Action cannot, however, be taken against 
any individual without the previous order of the local Government.; 
There is nothing, therefore, which can justify the wide spread 
rumours, for which the promoters of the agitation must be heldllres 
ponsible, that unusual or even extended powers have been given to 
the pOlice, nor is there anything which need cause fear or apprehen
-sion to any person other than the revolutionalY or the anarchist. 
Not only the terms of the Act definitely exclude its use in any 
<:ase not falling within the definition of anarchical or revolutionary 
<:onsplracy. but Government has given the most categorical pledge 
'which the Governor-General in Council takes the opport.unity to 
(reiterate), that the tenor and intention of the Act will be scrupuJosly 
-safeguarded, should occasion arise to put it into operation. 

The Punjab Disturban~es. 
The Governor-General in Council considers it unnecessary to 

-detail here the deplorable occurrences resulting from the agitation 
.,against this act. The offences which have occurred at Delhi, 
.calcutta, Bombay and Lahore have one common feature, the unpro
<voked a:ttempt of violent and unruly mobs to hamper or obstruct 
those charged with the duty of maintaining order in public places, 
At Amritsar and Ahmedabad they have taken a fa·r graver form, a 
murderous attack on defenceless individuals And a Wholesale and 
wanton destruction of private and public property. The Governor
,General.in-Council thinks it right to state that at Amritsar the loss 
of life might have been greater bat for the protection afforded .by 
4lnotliclalludians to those who were threatened by the mob, and he 
tales this opportunity of expressing the gratitude of the Government 
for this conspicuous ~ple ofJoyalty and humane feeling. 
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Powers of Repression 

It remains for the Governor-General in Council to assert in the 
clearest manner the intention of the Government to prevent by all 
means, however drastic, any recurrence of these excesses. He will. 
not hesitate to employ the ample military resources at his disposal 
to suppress organised outrage, rioting or concerted opposition to
the mailltenance of law and order, and has already sanctioned the 
application of State Offences Regulation 1804 in a modified form to
certain districts of the Punjab. He will further use all preventive
measure provided by the statutes to check disorder at its source, and· 
in Regulation 3 of 1818 and the corresponding Regulations
applicable to Bombay and Madras and in thl! rules under the Defence
of India Act, he has powers which will enable him to deal effectively 
with those who promote disorder. He has sanctioned the extension· 
of the provisions of Seditious Meeting Act to the District of Lahore
and Amritsar in Punjab, and will authorize a similar extension to· 
other areas in which local Governments see reason to require it. 
The Police Act of 1861 enables a local Government to quarteF 
additional police on any locality which is guilty of organised offences· 
against the public peace at the charge of the inhabitants, and to 
levy from the latter compensation for those who have suffered from. 
injury to their property. The Governor General in Council will advise 
Local Governments to make a free use of those prOVisions where
necessary. 

The Governor·General feels that many of those who inaugurated 
this agitation must regret the lamentable consequences which have 
ensued, the loss of life and property and the damage to the reputa
tion of India. He now appeals to all loyal subjects of the Crown 
and to all those who have an interest in the maintenance of law and 
protection of property, both to dissociate themselves publicly froni 
the movement, and to exert themselves ill quieting unrest and 
preventing disorder. To all those who render such assistance to the 
cause of the public and the state and to those serVll,nts of the Govern~ 
ment who are charged with the onerous responsibility of suppressing 
~xcesses against public peace and tranquility. the Governor General 
in Council extends the fullest assuranCe of countenance and support. 
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April 10th " 11th .. 

The report that Mr. Gandhi had been arrested ~rrjved hcmut 
about 10 o'clock on Thursday loth morning and side by side wi~h it 
a report that Bai Allusiya, sister of Mr. AmbalaJ Sarllbbaiwh~ 
associlted with Mr. Gandhi dLlring the grea.t DliJlstrike last year ~ 
had worked for the amelioratif>nof the bard life oCtile labourers, W 
al~o been arrested. The first ma.nifestt-tion of popu-lar i~xc~teln"'lJt 
was th~ clOllill!l of shops. The city presented a. ratlJer ~r~E!d 
appearance until three o'clock in the ""fte11loon when themill·G.an$ 
turned out in lar!l;e nUlnbers and proceeded from thetl;l~ 
gutes towards the railwlY station. On the way they ,made ,varioJ.t~ 
kinds of demonstrations. People were asked to get down. i.-pm 
motor cars and were deprived of umbrellas and shop·keeperswl» 
had not suspended business were· cOQlpeiled to close their shops. 
Feeling ran hi~h "gainst the European. pa~sers·by, particularly mill 
officials, and Oil seeing Mr. Saegor and Mr. Staple, Mill Engine~r 
and Weaving Master in motor cars they went for them bl',flldishiQ,g 
sticks and handled them very roughly..Finding tbem$eh'es 
surroullded by nn angry crowd these two hurried to the flour .mill 
at Prem Darwa~ea known as Bapalal's Mill and wellt inside for 
protection. When the mob arrived they found the d,90rs clo* 
a~ainst them and shouted in vain for the surrender Qf the tWOp)eD. 
Eventually they brought a tin of kerosine oil, poured the oil ov.er 
the wooden frame work of the mill and set ·fire to it. :ThepqJ.i(le 
tried to prevent the mischief but were overpowered by. the large 
crowd. Eventually troops we.resent for. Mr.G. E. Chatfield, 
Collector, Lieatenant Colonel G. S. Fraser, . OffiGer Commandiing 
97th Indian Infantry and Mr. R. Boyd, Superintendent of PQlice 
who were quickly ~ the scene tried to persuade the mob togo 
away but finding them .determined to do mischief .ap,:l nottl1e 
least inclined to move" order to fire wasgivel'l. The men.dispersed, 
after. severAl 'hoo been 'shot 'and others more or less severely injur.ed. 
The M,ll .as burnt down. In the same afternoOrn whep Ufo 
Europeans i belonging lathe GO¥etllm.,nt LCentl'al Dllir), were 
drivillf« in a motor lorry a mob of mi11ha.nds, stopped ~hem.,a.pd 
toW th~m "alight, go on. footapqj$in thepe(lp1e ill' their,"o~rni.ag 
fertile arrest of Mr. ,Gandhi." .()n tQeir reUitingto,.,do aJly~hjag 
of the kindtbeerowd.:attacked t~ • 

. \"l!theevennin~tbe~l Saty~al)ts~~.ld ",meeting ot)the 
~, .oL Sabarmatiril>er "bieb was larlotelv attended. Speecbes 
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were made denouncing Mr. Gandhi's arrest, but calling upon 
people not to create disturbance or,to ;!luspend work. 

Next day, the T Ith April, the people closed their shops and the 
mill hands came out bent on further mischief. They terrorised 
those wlw had opened their shops into closing them. They were 
armed with bamboo sticks and lathis and not satisfied with getting 
shops closed, stoned the doors and windows of the people's houses 
and compelled them to shut themselves indoors. The crowd which 
was about four thousand in number at first began to swell and visited 
different localities of the city. CoIbing to Lal Darwaja, where a 
Mandap had been erected for holding matriculation and school 
final examinations they set fire to it and destroyed it. The city 
fhehrigade which consists of one large fire engine and three 
smaller ones was brought into requisition, but could not render 
any service as the mob cut the hose of the large engine and in 
other ways disabled it. They also attacked the lascars who ran 
away. Tiley next turned their attention to Collector's Head 
quarters where there is a group of public offices. Of these 
Collector's corresponding office, account office, Treasur}' Office, 
Income Tax Office, City Magistrate's Office, Excise Office, the 
lock up .tor under trial prisoners, Sub-Registrars office and Office 
of Mamlatdar were set 011 fire and destroyed. The police 
again found thelllselves unable to deal with the large mob 
which had divided itself into several groups to carry out their wor.k 
of destruction simultaneously at different places and the remaining 
small fire engines which were also broken up by rioters were 
usel~ss. The buildings were wrecked. Their contents wert~ 
almost destroyed. The wood work was like charcoal, and bare walls 
alone gave evidence of the kind of structures they once were. 
There were about fifty under trial prisoners in the lock-up, all of 
whom escapt:d. The mob also raided Ahmedabad Electrical 
Company's Installation which supplied electric light to the city, 
cut the wires and caused considerable damage fo the plant. They 
also smashed Electric lamps in the streets. While raiding 
these works the mob assaulted Mr D. E. Brow., 
Superintendent of the Company. They also cut the tdephone 
wires in the city. Shortly before eleven o'clock in the.forenoon 
the rioters set fire to the telegraph office almost entirely 
destroying its ihstruments, and machinery and its wooden 
frame work. Several wires connecting Ahmedabad with other 
centres were cut on Friday. It was possible to send 
messages to Bombay via Agra. buttbat connection was.oo 
longer available as the connecting wire had since been cut. Every 
day -there were reports or wires being cut in places round .bout 
Abmedabad, aod it was heoce arranged to give a military escort to 
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the telegraph men who do repairs. A number of police chowkeys 
in the city met witll the same fate. • The rioters set fire only to 
those located in the Goverrl'ment buildings. If they happened to 
b~ private buildings they took out their records and other movea.ble 
articles .and destroyed them. As the police was outnumbered 
every where small military parties were told off to different localities 
and at a number of places firing was resorted to in order to 
stop excesses and personal violence of riotous moh~. At night on 
Frid.\y several country liquor shops \vbicn had been closed were 
forced open by the rioters who took away the liquor. 011 Friday 
Europeans, p"Hticularly officers, were picked out for assault. Mr. 
Chatfield had a llarrOW escape, at three gates when he was pro
ceedingin motor ear, the sticks with which he was attacked fortuna
tely falling on the car. Ins!Jcctor A<..'toll and Sut)·lnspector D. D. 
Kothawalla were stoned. Police S<:rgea:lt Fraser was s(") severely 
beaten by sticks by th:! rioters that he die I frout his injuries 
shortly afterwards It was e;timated that about ISO persons had 
been injured during the riots. The number of killed is not 
definitely known but is bdieved to be about a dOlen. 

On Saturday it was thought desirable in view of t.he previous 
day's disturbances to keep military posts at all road junctions in the 
city to prevent crowds collecting. Notice in Gujarati was issued 
warning the people that they would be liable to be fired upon when
ever they wele in the crowd of more than ten persolls, alld if any 
body was seen outside his house hetwecn hours of 7 I' ~{. and 6 A.M. 

and did not stop when called upon to do so. This arrangement had 
the desired effect in putting a stop to disturbances The city was 
quiet throughout the day. Streets seemed deserted and all shop!! 
were closed. News of Gandhi's return to B:>nloay was received 
in \hmedabad only on Slturday afternor>o, and messengers wer~ 
sent round diffc:rent localities by the local Satyagraha Sabha mak!lll!( 
the announcement. This contributed to preservation of peace on 
Saturday. Rioters on Friday heard of the troops arriving (rom 
Bombay and some one derailed the train. They were in at one 
in the moming of Saturday. Fortunately none was itljpred:,:. 

The whole affair was essentially a campaign carried on 112ainst 
Englishmen generally and against Engli.h .officials and certain 
unpopular Indians in particular. It was also clear that some clever 
heads were assisting the Mill hands from. behind. As a precautionary 
measure all Englisb residents in the town were removed to Shahi 
Ba. ug for their personal safety on the night of April. lith and dur. ing 
.tbe following days. Whenever .they bad to come to th~ .city theyltad 
to travel by DholkaN.iJ.I, cl'QSSina the river. F,:olU highestt~ tho' 



~ 'tIR. (hIN1J111lJ~Cg [APRiL 

towest Engn~b officers tnthe city with nfeweXoeptions'Wetetl'eated 
roughly, a 'n16inamentt.blt! example being tha.t Of a Police Sergeant 
'Fraser who was each time intercepteli while out cycling, drllJged 
from the house where he took reru~e and cut to pieces with swords. 
Among Indian officials who were ill-treated was Mr. BuJckhidas, 
Personal Assistant to the Collector. The mob prepared to burn 
his house. 'When the neighbours dissuaded them they broke it 
open, forced the safe and stole notes and sovereigns. Khan 
Bahadur Harsen Khan Dhanekhan, retired Police Inspector and 
now Honorary Magistrate, was similarly treated. He and his 
famil)' ran away on hearing of it. The mob afterwards took 
possession of his house, took out his things and set them on fire. 
Many of the rioters came from Kaira District. Some possessed 
swords. It was reported that the temple of Swami Narayan and' 
Jain Religious institutions Were robbed of their weapons. Before 
these incidents took place one culvert of Sabarmati Bridge was 
removed so that the train carrying Europeans to Shahi Baug might 
be wrecked. Further particulars from Viramgaum go to show the 
object of the idle mill hands and other rioters were to terrorise 
European residents and officials only. Th~y molestt:d an English 
Mill Officer and Mr. Michael Wright, Traffic Inspector of B. B. and 
C. I. Railway. The station staff and Station Master intercepted. 
when the mob attacked the station. brought kerosine oil and grass 
and set fire to the station house and looted the waggons in the 
yard. Before troops arrived they disappeared. In Viramgaum 
town they perpetrated various kinds of outrages, one of which was 
to burn alive Mr. Madhaval. Aval Karkun. and third class 
Magistrate of Viramgaum who had:\ reputation of dealing severely 
with criminals. 

M. Gandhi back at Bombay. 

April 11th 1919. 
When news about 'M. Gandhi's arrest reached Bdmbaythe 

twO , most. i!llpor.tant doth markets, the C~lAba ' Cotton maHcetarid 
t,be Moolji Jethla ' market suspended buSIneSs, and' Sb too the 
nt'-Jority of sbops in the Indian 'quarters, but ' there -w~ no ' excite:' 
ineot;as suob"nattioo at thtf 'bands 'of the Punillb '~ment: 
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was quite,. 'expected. Se,_ J;O.~ •. rmm 'an~, ~qll.Ij~~n~. 
-signed'. the .. satyagrabaJlletd,ge· Tbo ~~ma.& ~ ..... t~t}~ 
countrymeo.were read,and tlisc~~ ~ery,mer!,., Crpwds coU~j 
here and there eagerly enquiring ahout the Mahatma's where abo~~"l~ 
bis heal*", specially was a matter of great concern to the people. 
Satya-graha literatl1.res were bought and read. amongst sl1)all groups. 
Mrs. Naidu sold a copy of the Hi"d $~.j for Rs 1000. and a 
few others were taken for Rs. 500 each. The commotion went on tm 
midnight when Mrs. Naidu, Messrs Jamnads,s Pwarkadas, Umar 
Sobhani and other lieu.tenants of M. Gandhi arrived on lbes.cene 
and after speeches the crowd dispened quie~ly. Next day,utJl 
April, the shops €ontinued to be. closed and some tro.uble was cause4 
in the town without however allY serious con$equences, Tbe 
Stock Exchanges, the Cotton markets, the Javahir ~r reQ)ain~ 
closed. The younger and more head strong elements of thCil cJ,'ow.d 
occupied themselves in making noise and trying to, m~,otbw 
people join them in their rowdyism They stopped trams, h~"l,\R 
vehicular traffic, and on more than one occa.sion came in c61lisiop 
with the police. The Police charged and brickbats were thrown 
and at one time the military had to be called ill and on their sight 
tpe crowd dissolved. Several people were arrested ~y the pon~ 
Arran~ements were made to hold 2 meetings in the arternoon b\1t-
these had to. be cancelled on the, sudden arrival of Mabatmaji. . 

The special Express conducting him under police escort froqi 
Muttra reached Bombay at 1-30 p. m. on the i Itb April. The 
){ahatma preferred to alight .~t the ~rine Liners station as be 
wanted to avoi<l ally demonstration. At Baroda Railway station 
he was DIet by ~ official deputed by the Gov.emrnent whoserv~ 
Oil him an order. of th~ Bombay Government interning bim wi,"iQ 
the Bombay Presidency; he. was not to travel outside tae 
Presidency 1 

Ris arrival was not known to the public tm' 4P' m. itt t~ 
a(ternootl. The news spread rapidly altd by S p. m. . a hq.· oro"" 
collected at the Sands to meet him. The meeting wasarrangedb, 
the Satvapa $abha. . 

M. Jamnadas Dwarbdas in' a. preliminary addrels befOre 
Mr. Gandhi's a.rrivaJ,poimd!iout b(nr'peopJein B[)~y bytbeir 
~ion that day, such as throwing stonetl at tram-cars and himtering 
their trafic and Coercing, other- people ,in" petty wa, .. to o~ 
m?"rt1iQcfotMr. ~ndbi!.a""":bad CftU~ immense a'.1d~ 
pi !p'M. Gan4itl;AU such· del!lOQUratlOR1 R!8. agaum.,tbe 
tJripdple .fI' 8at,..tt.. ~.". of· M. Gancib ..... a~ 
f'0rl'hjoidngaactnot .. .".~ &t£ .... baitIe "'WOJa,t;, 
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M. Gandhi's arresti He strongly exhorted all Satyagrahis and 
their sympathisers to ohserYe the letter and spirit of M. Gandhi's 
instructions and to act with a resolute will not to break out into 
outward demonstrations. 

The crowd conducted itself in an orderly manner and patiently 
awaited M. Gandhi's arriva.l. 

M. Gandhi arrived :H the meeting at seven o'clock in th~ 
evening; <l message {rom him was read from different platforms, In 
his messa~e M. Gandhi acknowh:dged the kindness of his 
treatment by officials during his two days detention, saying that 
he had more comforts then than when he was free. Regarding 
the recent disturbances he said :'- "I have not been able to 
understand so much excitement and diShlrbance that iollowed 
my detention, It Is not Satyagraha. It Is worse than 
DUl'&gl'aha. Those who joined Salyagraha demonstrations were 
bound one and all to refrain at all hazard from violence, not to 
throw stones or in any way what so eyer to injure any body; but 
ill Bombay, we have been throwing stones and we have obstructed 
tram-cars by putting obstacles in the way. This is not Satya~raha. 
We have demanded the rel~ase of about fifty men who have been 
arrested for deeds of violence. It is a breach of religion or duty 
to cndeamur to secure the release of those who have committed 
deeds of violence. We are not therefore justified 011 any grounds 
whatsoever for demanding the release of those who have been 
arrested. I ' have been asked whether a Satyagrahi is responsible 
for the results that follow that movement. I have replied that they 
arc. I therdore suggest that if we cannotconduet this movement 
without the s'ightcst violence from our side the movement might 
have to he abandoned or it may be necessary to give it a 
different and still more restricted shape. It may be necessary 
to go eVt'1l further The tim.. mal come for me to offer 
Satlagrahaagalnst ourselves. I would not deem it a disgrace 
that we die" I shall be pained to hear of the death of a 
Satyagrahi but I shall consider it to be a proper sacrifice given for 
the sake of the strug!!le but is those who are not Satyagrahis, who 
shaU nOl have joined the mevement, wbo are even against tbe 
mOVClllent, if they receive any injury at all, every Satyagrahi will he 
responsible for that sinful injury. My responsibility will be a 
million times heavier. I have embarked upon the struggle with 
a due sen$e of responsibility. I have just heard that some English 
gentlemen have been injured. Soll!e may even have died from 
such injuriea. If so it would be a great blot. OD Satyagraha for . me. 
EngliShmen too &.Je . our bretb~ . We, cam-have nothing against 
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them and for me sins soch as·. I have described are simply unbearable. 
But I know how to offer Satya~raha against. ourselves. A!\ against 
ourselves what kind of Satylgrahll can I offer? I do not see what 
penance I can offt!r excepting that it is for me to fast, and if need be, 
by so doing to give up this body and thus prove the truth of 
Satyagraha. I appeal to yot' to peacefully disperse and to refrain 
from acts that may in any way bring disgrace upon the people 
of Bombay." 

M. Gandhi in his short speech then expressed thanks to the 
Governor and the police for all absence of the use of rifle fire or gun 
the people to remt!mber that they should learn to keep perfect 
and exhorted peace and to undergo Intelligent suffering, alld 
that without those attributes there was no Satyagraha. 

After M. Galldhi's message had been read from different 
platforms in Gujrati the meeting dispersed in an orderly manner. 

On uth April Sir Rablndra Hath Tagore addressed the 
following It!tter to Mahatma Gandhi, and its publication created a 
stir in the country. 

I )ear Mahatmaji,-

Power in all its forms is irrational, it is like the horse that drags 
the carriage bllOdfolded. The moral element in it is only represen
ted in the man who drives the horse. Passive resistance is a force 
which is not necessarily moral in itself; it can be used against truth 
as well as for it. The danger inherent in all force grows stronget 
when it is likely to gain SUCCeSS, for then it becomes temptation. 

I know your teaching is to fight against evil by the help of the 
good .. But such a fight is for heroes and not for men led by 
impulses of the moment. Evil on one side naturally begets ~vil on 
the other, injustice leading to violence and insult to vengefulness. 
Unfortunately such a fol'te has already been started and eitber 
through panic or through wrath, our authorities have shown us 
their claws whose .sure effect is to drive some of liS into the secret 
path of resentment and others into utter demoralisation. ' . 

In this crisis you, as a great lel¢er of men have stood among us 
to proclaim your faith in the ideal .hich you know to be that. of 
~<ijIt;.)tbe idealwbio,b i$ .both against the co.,ard1iD.,n of hidden 
revenge and the cowed submissiveneu .o£tbe ,terror.stric:ken. '!lou 
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hay/! sai8, 'as: Lc:;pd.lBuddba' has done: in . his , times 'and (or ·aUtime 
0'oome ;' 

"Altklodb~na jinekodham as:adhum sadhumt' jine" ''Conquer 
aoger by the power ofnon-aDser and evil by the power of.good." 

This power of good must prove its truth and strength by its 
fearlessness, by its refusal to accept Itny imposition, which depends 
for its success upon its power to produce frightfulness and is not 
ashamed to use its machines of destruction to tenorise a people 
completely disarmed. We must know that moral conquest' does 
not consist in success,that failure does not deprive it of its dignity 
and worth. Those "ho lielieve in ;spiritual life know that to stand 
against wrong which has overwhelming material power hf!hind it is 
victory itself; it is the victory of the active faith in the ideal in the 
teeth of evident defeat. 

I have always felt, and saidaccordingly.hat the great gift of 
freedom can never come to a people thro:Jg~charity. We must 
win it before we can own it. And India's opportunity for winning 
it will come to her when she can prove that she is merally superior 
to the people who rule het by their right of conquest. She must 
willingly accept her penance of suffering, the suffering which is the 
crown of the ~reat. Armed with her utter faith in goodness, she 
must stand uuabashed before the arrogance that scoffs at the power 
of spirit. 

And yO\! have come to )'Our motherland in the ti me of her need 
to remind her of her mission, to lead her in the true path of 
conquest. to purge her present day politics of its reebleness which 
irtla,rines ttsat it has gained its purpose "hen it struts in the 
borrowed feathers of diplortlatic di9honesty; 

This is why r "ray most fervently that nothing tbattends to 
We:lken our spiritual freedom may intrude into your lnarching lide, 
that martyrdom for the cause of truth may never degenerate intu 
f_naticism fbr mere verbal forms, deSce.nding intO self-deception 
tHat !'!ides itselr behind Sllcrec:1' names. 

With these lew' words tor an introduction allow me to offer tbe 
following as_a poet's contribution to your noble work. :-

,1 
,- 'La 'dledir,m1' -I$(f Hfgli; ititb. is, Riittil tblit- dtdb-art!tlUr: 

~Itl!r, tKa ' is 'me.m dnMJ~ Of ~; . 
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'Fear of man,1, ·But . .tat . .,. •• i •. ~ere ill .• tbat world,>wbd.:W.., . 

o King of kings, .hois thyIi~I. WhQ·RIlS bold of me for all~imo 
and in all tnttb·1 . 

What~p()wer is there in this world tO'rob lUeof my fieedo,,"? 
For do not tby arms reach the captive tOl'ougJ;l tha dungeon waifs, 
bringing unfettered release to the soul? . 

And must I cling to this body in fear of death, as a miser to 
his barren treasure? Has not this spirit of mine the eternal call to 
the feast of everlasting life? 

Let me know that aU pain .and death are shadows of tbemo· 
ment; that the dark force which sweeps hetween me and, thy truth 
is but the mist before the sunrise; thl\t th()u aloue art mine for 
ever and greater than all pride of strength that dares to mock my 
manh00d with its menace. 

II. 

Give me the supreme courage C)f lov~. this is my pra.yer,-the 
-courage to s~ak, to do, to suffer at thy w.ill, to leave an things or 
be left alome. 

Give me the supreme faith of love, this i~ my pta.yer,-thefaith 
of the life in death, of the victory in defeat, of the power hidden. in 
the frailness of beauty, of the dignity of pain that accepts hurt hut 
-disdains to return it. ., 

' ' '-'''' 

The following account Of Delbi between uth,l4pril to' !9!h 
Aprillastt is giYet2in .the language of Swami Sbradhananda. ····It 
is taken (rom his evidence hefore the-Hllntet €ommitlleC:: 

"Mr.,~. "Desai 1It'r.IiIt8 outl6.hatlll'a. Gaodbtl"'-.ae 
tGra,.counttJlIMnn'andW8'got it trptd in, the' night. ··JtlwoU 10M 
rOlmtl!: .t6. the '.paper.;.;, On· the iftomiag, , ,oCr, 'April toth there , .• __ 
qJIIiria.-.p'- ,,~, Alii there,: WU'"IlQ) ti_t.fI>r ~il;)g 
t»tices, 1 left ., .• iodgtn" ataiaolut,r.lb jn;:the;QJ~ .~ 
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assembled in large numbers in the way and the news spread within 
half an hour that Mahatma Gandhi's message was to be read on the 
banks of the Jumna River to the assembled people. At 9 A. M. 
about 20 thousand people (ladies and gentlemen) had reached the 
place of the m~eting. Th.! message, which is now a classical docu· 
ment, was read and explained by me and prayers were offered to· 
the Almighty for his long life and the success of Satyagraha. 

"In the evening there was another huge gathering numbering 
about seventy thousand people. The principal resolution put for
ward, said: "This mass meeting of the citizens of Delhi calls upon 
every Indian to do his duty to hiscou!1try and followin~ the noble 
and inspiring example set hy Mahatma Gandhi at Palwal, to seek the 
withdrawal of the Rowlatt legislation or his own imprisonment." 

Another C. I. D. Attempt at Disturbance. 

"When the resolution was about to be put to'\he vote a strange 
incident occurred. A man who was standing at the farthest cor· 
ner of the audience said in a shrill, piercing voice "Stop; what are 
you doing ilt Palwal? 300 goms (British Soldiers) have been killed 
and a thousand lats with lath is are bringing Gandhiji here. How 
dare you pass this resolution?" The audience was thunderstruck 
and the chairman was at a loss what to do. I at once got up and 
said loudly: I have definite information that Gandhiji was taken to 
Mathura last night and his carriage was attached to the Bombay 
Mail this morning. This appears to be a C. 1. n. man, do detain 
him." But the man disappeared. Susp;cions about his being a C. I. 
D. man was confirmed hecause at least one Inspector, two Deputy 
Inspectors and a dozen other C I . D. men \Vere present and nobody 
trien to arrest the man who was spreading such horrible, untrue 
tumouts. 

"The Harlal con\inued on the 1 IthaRd on the 12th. although the 
leaders of the people ' tried to have the shops 'opened. But 'when
ever we tried to get business resumed the people were ready with 
the answer that they would not end the Hartal until Galldhijiwas 
set free. On the morning of April J 2th I received a wire froan 
Bombay, which ran as follows :-

I' Just arrived and discharged from custody ... Will inform later. 
Regret loss life some places. Absolutely necessary people restrain 
themselves and avoid violence. Please report this Lahore, Amri.tsar 
etc. Gandhi' 00 this 1 wired the following message to LalaDuai. 
Chand at Labore and Lala Kanhaya Lal at Alllritsar:-
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"Just received wire from Bombay .. Mahatma G.a~dhi r~leased. 

[He regrets loss of life j counsils restramt md aVOldlOg violence. 
ilt too strongly urge calm restrai!lt. Will w~,re further pa~ticula~s 
!when received. God and Truth gUide you all. Armed with this 
tauthority I' gave public notice of this in the local Newspapers 
land called upon the people 'to end the Hartal. But just as my 
appeal was going round another notice appeared under the. signature 
of Colonel Beadon saying that he had commenced inquest 10 procee
dings and calling uoon people not to be led away by outsiders and 
to come and makf: their statements before him. 

"On the morning of the 13th Principal Rudra received a wire 
from Mahatma Gandhi in which he sent a message telling people 
to end the Harta!. On learning this I, with the local leaders, went 
about the city :lIJd we had induced some persons to open tbeir 
shops when, as fate would have it, Lt. Colonel Beadon came on 
horseback with a strong guard and on seeing him all thesbops 
closed again. A meeting was, however, held in the evening of 
April 131h, 19H) when I exhorted about 35 thousand people (assem
hIed in meeting) to obey l\lahatma Gandhi and to restore normal 
conditions the next day. A single resoiution was passed that day, 
a copy of which was wired to the Private Secretary to the Viceroy 
;It Simla. "Citizens of Delhi passed following resolution at mass 
meeting held this evening. 'The mass meeting of Citizens of Delhi 
protests against investigation instituted by Delhi Executive of inci. 
dents of March 30th on ground that being party to destruction or 
lives of harmless people and wounding of innocent citizens they 
cannot by any principle of justice and equity be allowed to sit as 
judges on their own actions. Meeting however invites Imperial 
Government to depute few officials from outside Delhi Province in 
order to .;o-operate with Non-official commission appointed by 
people of Delhi for investigation of causes that led to tragedy. 

"While we wele assemhled in meeting news spread like wild·fire 
that the Delhi I_eaders were about to be arrested, that thev had 
been called by the Deputy Commissioner ostensibly for bOlding 
consultation but in reality for being spirited away 10 some unknown 
destihation. When I entered the Motor car with Dr. Ansari and' 
Lala Pearey IJal, people rushed and stopped the Car and began ,tv 
shout :--"Please do not go to Colonel Beadon. ,'You will be arrest. 
cd. If you go. allow us all ,to accompany you." I knew nothing 
about any sucb meeting having been called and I assl,1red them that 
I w~s not going. On my giving repeated assurances they left us 
and the M.otor car flew towards Kasbmere gate. In tbe way Df. 
Ansari and Lala Pean;y Lal informed me that they had been really 
called by Colonel BeadoD and that ther~ w,as no time to lose. I 
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compelled them to drop me at my lodging hefore they proceeded 
to Colonel Deadan's place. 

Lathis Began To Appear. 

"From the very mornin~ of J 4th April 1919, lathis began to ap·pear. 
At noon, the Chief Commissioner called a meeting of local leade:s 
.and they all went to the Town Hall. I heard that men with lathis 
were going to tht: Town Hall. Between 3 and 4 in the afternoon 
one man on a Tonga and another on foot went funning toward!> 
the Sadar Bazar crying that Swamiji (meaning mel had been taken 
to the Railway Station and a special train was waiting to take him 
to an unknown destination. Some hundreds of the Sadar people 
;armed thp.m~elve5 with lathis il.ld were running toward~ the railway 
station when they learnt that I was at home. Then thousands .cltme 
rtlllning and hoarded my humhle lodging and I had to show 
myac:lf to all by going downstairs before they could trust that all was 
right. 

"In the meanwhile Hakim Ajmal Khall and other Leaders had 
'returned from the Town Hall and after seeing them safe at Hakim 
Sahib's place th~ people went and held a. me~tillg in th~ Edward 
Park where a C. I. D. Inspector and a Hd. constable were assaulted. 

"At 6 P. M., in the night on that very date r received, a letter 
from the Chi~f Commissicmer asking me to join the conference at 
the Town Hall in the morning. 

The Hon'bIe Mr. Barron's strength of mind sa,vee 
the Situation. . . 

On the 15th of April I and Hakim Sahib made a tour of the city 
.and after trying to induce the butohers to open shops we reached 
the town hall after [0 Hond sawall the other leaders there. The 
<;biefCommissioner with the Deputy Commissioner and police and 
military Were also there. As I went in s hauts of 'Gandhiji ki. jai'· 
"Hindu Musalman ki jai" were raised outside on the Charldni 
<;hqwk Road I was asked by the authorities to ~. and calm the 
,people. I went out and asked them to be quiet and they at once 
bec.a~e silent. Bu! there was again a stir and the realiOnwas Rlain. 

1 looked behind and saw Cot Beadon coming out. I uxho~ 
the people to keep quiet and took Col. Beadon in. t noticed at 
tba,l time that Lathiswere becoming more prominent· in the (ro'lni; 
~. an hour's cOD!tUltation it was resolve~ that the (bll.udhries a:nc:J 
Other promint:n~ men from the chy-shnnld alS9 be ca1t,d fqr ·1n.1 
·decision at 4 p. m. mat day. 
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1 and Hakim AjmalKhaainducedthe bwtehers to comnleru$ 

business about 4 p, Ill. and when we reached the Town hall we .... 
about fifty citizens in consultation with the Chief Commissioner and' 
other officials. On the road in front of Queen Victoria's statu6-.some-
15 to 20 thpusand people. were s.tanding. out of wh~m more t~n 
one half had "1..:tthis" m thelT hands. Ou the Railway road Side 
also 3 or 4 thousands were assembled. T~e people were. telling !Dc 
plainly that Ibey were there to guard theIr leaders Imd If any tblDg 
went wrong they would lay down their liVes to defend them /the 
leaders). I tried to calm them and told them that they were mistaken. 
They told me in reply that I was mistaken and not they, but pro
mised to obey me in keeping qUiet. 

I rounEl the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Scott of the Police, and 
the mihtary officers all very nervous. But the reason of the excite
ment of the people was plain. One room of the Towll hall was Cull 
of armed British soldiers, more than a dozen military officers. 
armed cap-a-pie rc\'olvt!rs in hand, were sitting in the conference,. 
one machille gun was mounted on the highest roof of the Hall, and 
to crown all an aeroplane was flying over the city. It was rumoured 
that the aeroplane would suddenly alight over the Town hall roof 
and 1V0uid take away the leaders to an tlnknown destination. There
fore as 'in the morning so in the evening of April 15th the people 
shouted "Gandhi ji ki jai," " Hindu Musalmin lei jai," every time 
the aeroplane came over their heads. 

Every official appeared to be excited but there was one caim 
figure and that was the honorable Mr. Barron, Chief Commissioner 
of Delhi. No sooner he learnt, from the people's representatives, 
that the Hartal on April roth commenced in order to show grief 
at the arrett of Mahatma Gandhi and that it was continued because 
the people feared that their leaders would he harmed,he at onCe 
rose equal to the occasion and wrote out his memorable proclama
tion, ten thousand copies of a Hindusthani translation df which 
were distributed the next morning. It was a memorable occ~sion. 
If the Head of the province had lost his head ~t that time .the result 
would have been disastrous. Ther.e is no exaggeration, then, in 
saying that Mr. Barfon alone saved the situation thitt day, I hold 
in my possession tue draft of the translation signed by Mr. Farron 
which, tog~ther with a printed copy of the same Iproduce marked 
as exhibit D. . 

"It was growing 'dark and the crilwd outsi'dejaldlecomit1g 
impatient when Mr. Barron. put the ~aftprocla.mation in mY))4nd. 
1.1ft. ()t1cewent out and, without WAiting f~r ,the doorQ(the Que~'s 
garden to be opened, jumped over the rading and· was at ' once 
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encircled by a surging crowd of more than twenty thousands. At 
that time every man appeared to be carrying "Lathi". I told them to 
follow me to Dr. Antiari's compound (far away on the farthest 
corner of the city) and left on foot. The Deople were so much 
excited that they began to beat with their "L'lthis" the ~ired drums 
"for holding sweeping, of the oazlr anJ electric gloDes. I at once: 
stopped and said in a loud voice ., I will not go with you. Allow 
me to leave back. You promised non·violence to person and 
property and t:> fight with spiritual weapoils alo~e and here YOll 

are hreaking your vow." The vast crowd became ~ilel\t for ;1 

moment and then all "L'lthis" Clme down and a shout went forth 
"We admit our fault. We: will not use carnal Iv<::ap')!ls, we will not; 
it is the spiritual force alone w:lich we: will use" and then they 
walked more than half a mile, to the place of meeting, without allY 
further mischi('f There was a gathering of some fifty thousand 
people and I read out ;lIld cKplained the proclamation. Dr. Aasari 
spoke it through a megaphone so that every word of it was heard hy 
that huge audience. Tnen we dispersed. 

Colonel Beadon aga.in spoils ma.tters. 

On the morning of the 16th April all the leaders became busy in 
getting the shops at the Chandni Chowk opened. The work had 
hardly proceeded throu~ll half the Challdni Chawk when suddenly 
Col. Beadon, with Mr. Scott of the police and a strong guard again 
came ridin~ from the clock-tower to the Fatehouri side. That was 
the signal for all the shops to close a~ain, \V e tried our best to 
persuade people to end the Hartal but the per>ple said; "The man 
who calls us Badmashes will say that he succeeded in ending the 
Harta!' He will not compel us to do so." After trying till noon, 
we gave up the attempt for tll'lt day and met in consultation at 
Hakim Ajma\ Khan's house. 

"At about 3 P. M., intelligence reached us that all the additional 
police piquets were being withdrawn (rom the city and that even 
half of the ordinary police was being sent away. The people rose 
equal to the occasion and hundreds of volunteers came forward to 
guard the city and to keep night-watch. There was not a single 
report of an offence that night. In fact during the days of the 
Harta! crimes were conspicuous by their absence; even gambling 
dens and drinking shops remained almost empt)·. 

"During half the night of April 16th the people's represent~ives 
sat in consultation because response had to be Ulade to Mr. Barron's 
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sympathetic attitude. I did not join the night meeting as full· 18 
days abnormal pressure had told Oil my health. After r:z in the 
night Hakim Ajmal Khan, R. B. Sultan Singh and Dr. Ansari came 
to my lodging and woke me up. They told me that the Deputy 
Cornrnis~oner (Col. Beadon) had phoned offering us the help of 
the p()lice for the next morning and asked my advice about it. 
I told them in reply that jf the police interfefld. I would have 
nothing to do with the opening of the Hartal and would not join 
in their work 0'1 April [7th. They promised to pllollft to Col: 
Beadon my ()pinio!1 and promised that they would send a 
conveyance for me only if police help was not to be taken. 

"The next day, in spite of opposition from some misguided people, 
we sueceecl,~d in havin:; all business places op~ned hy noon. But 
in fLu contradiction of hi:; promise, at [I A. M., the Deputy 
Commissioner sent dozens of parties of policemen with hig bludgeons 
who began paradinC! the streds. We telephoned the District Magis
trate and the police Superintendent to call away the police and to 
keep them back for two hours but all to no purpose. However, 
having got the last ,Jhops op~lIed we were returning back when we 
saw great commotion near the clock-tower. As we approached 
people shouted ;-

"You have ruined us. You are getting the shops opened while 
our mell are being dragged by the police to the Town hal! bleeding 
from bayonet wounds." On enquiry we found that a youth of 
twenty was taken in custody because he was asking the people to 
close their sho~lS I drove to Hakim Ajmal Khan's and tried three 
times to speak to the Town hall by telephone, but nobody replied. 
Then the soulld of firing was heard and I again left for the Town 
hall. I had lIot proceeded more than fifty paces when the wounded 
were seen being brought by people on their shoulders. I returned 
back and began receiving wounded bodies. Dr. Hari Shanker was' 
phoned and he came at Ollce and after drt::ssing the wounds took 
them away. 

"While I.came to Hakim sahib's he himself went with Dr. Ansari 
to the Town hall. He asked Col. Beadon to show the arrested 
young mall (Gauri Shanker aged anout zo years) to them. They 
said that there were no wounds on his body and asked Col. Beadon 
to allow them to take away the boy and by showing the people 
that he was not wounded to calm them. Hakim sahiB told me 
that as Col. Beadon thought that the prestige of the Sirkar would 
1ft1fi'er, be did not aUow it and they were at once startled on bearing 
tbe sound of firing. 
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"lat cmcewired the whole situatiou that day to the ViceroY,:.!ilt 
again no notite was taken of it. 

"On April 18th there was again Hartal because one of the 
.. ounded died and about 50 thousand people followed his bier 
to the cre~ation ground. There I exhorted the people to resume 
business the ~t morning and they did so, and on the morning of 
.April J 9th nonfial conditions were restored. 



Calcutta Protest 
and 

Military Shooting of Demonstrators 
12tb April, 1919 

From early in the morning of the 12th April the puhlic of 
Calcutta showed unmistakable sign that they would observe 
the day a~ a mark of sorrow and protest against Mahatma 
Gandhi's arrest. No shops were opened, no business done in 
the husy qnarters of Harrison Road, Colootola, Chitpore or 
Mechua Hazar. From early morning Marwari volunteers were posted 
at various places of Barabazar, Sinduria Patty, Mt:!chuabazar. and 
Chitpore, to maintain peace and tranquility of the town. Passengers 
going by tram cars were politely requested to alig!;ht from the 
cars and forego the luxury of a drive and with them joined the street 
urchins who boarded the foot boards of the tram cars and asked the 
passengers with vociferous shouts of "llande Mataram" and 
"Mahatma Gandhiji Ki Jai" to get down from the cars. By 7.30 
or 8 o'clock in the morning all cars stopped plying along Harrison 
Road and Chitpore Road. 

A procession composed of Hindus, Mussalmans, Manvaris etc. 
started from Harrison Road at ai/out 7 A. lIf. and proceeded to the 
Ganges singing national songs and taking their bath in the holy 
waters. On their way hack they came singing national songs 
amidst shouts of "Bande l\htaram" and "Hindu Musalrnan Ki Jai" 
and ultimately dispersed at the Indian Home Rule League Office 
at about I I A. M. There wert~ about 60 volunteers despatched to 
the various quarters of the town to see that the crowd did not 
get anywhere out of hand and there wa.s no cause of apprehension 
01) that score. The crowd began to disperse at their request. 
They worked strenuously from Friday night and patrolled the streets 
all through night from 12 to 5 A.M. and maintained peace and 
order in the city. 

When the procession was dispersing news came that 4 men had 
betn arrested at Bow Bazar and one killed by the police. 
Feeling ran high at that time a.nd a huge aGwd coQsisting. 

• 
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i)f 2000 men proceeded to Bow Bazar to see what the matter .as. 
They proceeded along the Chitpore Road calmly and when they 
arrived at Lal Bazar the police opposea them and arrested 10 or IZ 

(rom the crowd. One of them was a Musalman, two were Marwaris 
and five Uhatias. There was no disturbance save that .they cried 
'Bande M~a~' and 'Mahatma Gandhiji Ki Jai.' As this news of 
arrest reachediHarrisull Road, Babu Pallam Raj Jain telephoned 
the matter to 1\1 r. B. Cbakravarty whose statement is given 
on p. 114. 

About this time two motor cars with armed police arrived at 
the junction of Harrison Road and Chitpore Road. Everyone 
was surprised at their sudden :Ippearance and some excitement was 
marked in the crowd. Shonly after another posse of Police 
numbering about fifteen with rifles h~aded by a Sert::eant came to 
the spot. The crowd again became excited at the sigbt of the 
police. Babu l'adam Raj Jain and other volunteers began to pacify 
the mob. Then came two other cars with 12 European soldiers. 
There was an Indian officer with them. The motor cars were 
stopped at the crossing of the Harrison Road and Chitporc. 
This time tht: huge crowd who assembled there became very much 
excited. Each time the police arrived on the spot they.were greeted 
with vociferous cheers of "Mohatma Gandhiji Ki Jai ' and" Baode 
Mataram." I;abo Madho Prasad Sukul went to an Indian officer of 
the police and told him that the sight of the armed police were 
causing excitement. He said further that there was no trouhle on 
Friday and Saturday as there was no interference of the police in 
their peaceful demonstration. He asked the officer to kindly take 
away the police from the spot otherwise it would he difficult to keep 
this crowd under control. But the officer said that they heard there 
would be a trouble in the town, so they would not take away the 
police force. 

At about I or 1.30 p.m. a large crowd assembled at the Strand 
Road at the foot of the Howrah Bridge. As motor cars were 
passing along the Strand, they were stopped and the passengers were 
requested to get down and walk on foot. One motor car with two 
Europeans came from the direction of the Howrah Station. The 
crowd shouted out to stop the car. The driver did not mind them. 
Thereupon the car was forcibly stopped and the Europeans who 
abused the crowd were set upon. One of the Europeans escaped to 
the Howrah Station and the other took refuge under the building. 
of Messrs Joseph and Co, At this a European sergeant who was 
posted there asked a constable to disperse the mob. Jt was said that 
the man (the constable) refused to obey orders and was shot by the 
Sergeant, wounded at the back and fell unconscious on the ground. 

Some among the crowd Cell upon the sergeant and began to belabour 
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'him. But the sergeant managed' to make good his' escape. Tbe 
infuriated crowd turned the patrol tank over the car and then burnt it. 
The people then placed the unconscious constable on a bench and 
earried him in procession amidst shouts of "Desha Bhakta ki 
J ai" "Ma1Jatma Gandhi Ji ki J ai," along the Harrison Road. 
People surrounded the wounded constable in orqer to have a 
peep at him. Some were. crying "Hai HaL" "hen the mob 
carried him to the junction of Chitpore Road and found Mr. B 
Chakraharty who had already come there. They showed him the 
wounded man and narrated how the poor man was shot by the 
sergeant Mr. Chakrabarty t<Xlk the 'chapras' of the constable and 
said that he would report the matter to the Governor. It was found 
'that the numher of the constahle was 14. The mob then took 
him to the Marwari Hospital at Harrison Road. 

At the sight of the wounded constable and when the sad story 
of his wound got abroad the mob became quite excited. Baboo 
Iswari Prasad was asked by an officer of the army to disperse the 
mob whereupon the former took some volunteers with him and 
began to disperse the crowd towards the Ho\Vrah Bridge. The 
crowd obeyed them and for some time the mob left the main road 
and stood on the footpath. 

At this time a fresh party of Police with sergeants and Mr. Wilson, 
the Deputy Commissioner of Police came to the spot and stopped 
near the burnt motor car. By this time the crowd began to 
disperse. The officer in charge of the party called Babn Saraju 
Prasad Singh, member of the Executive Committee of the India 
Home Rule League, and gave him two minutes' time to disperse 
the crowd. "if you fail, I will open fire." Babu Saraju and some 
other volunteers formed a cordon by joining hands and began to 
press back the crowd steadily. The sergeant was not satisfied. 
He came before the crowd and began to lJush them back. Babu 
Saraju Prasad intervened and said to the Sergeant" please do 
not get the crowd more excited by pushing them ill such a way. 
I am dispersing them peacefully." At this the Sergeant flew into 
a rage and addressed him again: 'disperse the mob in two 
minutes or I will fire upon them.' Babu Saraju Prasad said, "you 
are again and again threatening us by saying that you will fire 
upon the crowd, but this is only exciting them all the more. 
Again, if you open fire, 200 or 300 people may be killed but this 

. will not restore peace. There will be more excitement. You will 
-Create that very mischief which you are trying to prevent." 
Thereupon the officer went away. At this time Mr. B Chakrabarty 
came to the place and hearing all went to see the Governor. 

• Meanwbile a .seblne gun had come and was pressing upon 
,the crowd at· the Harrlson-Chitpore Road jllnction. Suddenly it 
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wheeled near the house of Rai Badri Das Bahadur facing the 
Howrah Bridge and a 'volley was di~charged at the upper story of 
the house of Protap Narayan De; another fusillade followed and 
a girl in thtl upper story was wounded. The reason was that 
stones were said to be pelted at the soldiers . from the 
crowd and the soldiers thought that the showers came from the 
building. Then followed a horrible scene. Murderous fires were 
opened and volleys after volleys discharged. When the smoke 
disappeared it was found ttlat 7 men lay dead weltering in a pool of 
blood. They were stone dead, 13 were wounded and some of 
them were lying unconscious. It is not possible to estimate the 
number of the wounded. 

At the foot of the Howrah Bridge a machine gun was also placed 
facing towards the Harrison Road. A strong coprs of European 
and Indian soldiers were guarding the place. Motorcars with 
armed soldiers were patrolling the Harrison Road, and at places 
there were postp.d armed soldiers. 

Statement of Mr. B. Chakrav&rti. 
The following account of the Calcutta disturbance was given 

by Mr. B. Chakravarty, the leader of the High Court Bar and of 
Bengal Nationalists, and was published by the Patrika of Calcutta. 

Friday, the 11th April. 
"At about 12 noon on Friday last, the 11th April, while I was 

in the High Court I heard for the first time tbat most of the 
shops in Barabazar and other northern parts of the town had been 
closed and that others were closing up at the news of Mr. Gandhi's 
arrest and that the Stock Exchange had also been closed. With 
a view to satisfy myself that everything was proceeding peacefully I 
sent out my friend Mr. S. N. Haldar, a fellow member of the Bar 
who accompanied t.y Mr. Provat Sen and Mr. Surendra Nath Sen 
went in a ticca gharry round the Northern part of the Town. 
They came back and reported that all was quiet and peaceful, 
the shops had been closed and that they received no complaints 

. of any kind from any quarter. About:: o'clock some fr~nds from 
outside saw me in the Bar Library with a view to hold a public 
meeting the same afternoon at the Beadon Square at which ,the 
message of Mr. Gandhi would be explained and the people would 
be exhorted to conduct themselves absolutely in accQrdance 
with the terms of that message. A meeting was accordingly 
arranged to be held at 5-45. p. In. It was also sugg~ed 
that I should go round the different parts and see for myself 
how things were going on. Shortly after :<' o'clock 1 statted 
from the High Court in a Taxi Cab with my friend Mr. Moudad 
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Rahman, a fellow member of the Bar, and some otner friends. 
We went along Chitpore. Road from Lal Bazar. At the 
Nakhoda Mosque in Chitpore road we were requested to get 
down and attended a meeting which we were told was being 
held within the mosque. Both Mr. Mouded Rahman and myself at
tended the meeting accompanied by the friends who went with us. 
At the meeting I was asked to speak and I spoke and exhorted 
the audience to keep their promise not to disturb peace and 
order and rather submit to abuse, violence and insult and suffering 
and never to use any thin!? of that nature themselves. From the 
Nakhoda Mosque we went all round Barrabazar and found 
everything quiet and the police in no way interfering with the 
people who were out. We came back to the Bar Library by 
about 4-30 p. m. At ahout quarter to six I started with a few 
friends from Clive Street and went straight to the Beadon 
Square where the public meeting was to be held. At the· 
Beadon Square we found a very large gathering. We had 
to arrange an overflow meeting. Throughout the meeting 
I found the people in every good temper and humour and no 
one present at the meeting had the slightest apprehension about 
any disorder or disturbance. Every body was highly pleased 
with the conduct of the police. The nice police arrangements 
were really lhe talk 01 the town. All the speakers at the meeting
the Hindus and the Mahomedans-exhorted the people to be 
peaceful, law-abiding and self-controlled. After the meeting, 
I returned home with a few friends via Beadon Street, Cornwallis 
Strett, College Street, Wellington Street, Wellesley Street and 
Caroac Slreet. Throughout the streets I noticed the orderly 
conduct of the puhlic and excellent relations between them and 
the members of the Police Force. At one or two places we were 
respectfully requested to get down from my car leaving it to 
me and my friends to decide whether I should do so or not. 
Those who approached us were requested not to use any force in 
this connection. They were all Bengali Bhadroloks. 

Saturday. the 12th April. 
"In the morning and up to about Ira. m. I had several reports . 

which said that everything was going on well. Then about 
J 1-40 a. m. a gentleman called on me with a Jetter from Mr. Clarke, 
the Commissioner of Police, in which I was requested to see His. 
Excellency the Governor at Government House. As I was getting 
ready to start for the Government House, I received two telephonic 
communications from the northern part of the town informing 
m~ that European Sergeants armed with firearms "ith posse of 
U>Dstableshad arrived. in .Several parts of Harrison Road and. 
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·friction between the Police and the people was very likely. 1 at 
once phoned to .ome friends in the, Northern part of the tOwn 
to be on the spot immediately and do everything in their power 
to prevent any collision. I also phoned to my friend Mr H. D. 
Bose at the Bar Library to the same effect and he with ohe or two 
friends arrived at Harrison Road, as he informed me, by I o'clock. 
Mr. S. N. Haldar and Mr. B. K Lahiri accompanied me to 
Harrison Road in my motor car and we arrived there shortly 
after J p. m. At the junction of Chitpore and Harri-on Roads I 
saw one or two Europeans armed with revolvers in the middle of 
the crossing and a number of policemen in khaki bearing rifles. 
\Ve got down from the car near the crossing and we met Our 
'friends who had already arrived there as also Mr. J. C. Galstaun. 
I a(irlr"~sed th~ peo;:>le to be orderly and peaceful. They 
complained of the treatment received by them since the arrival 
'of the armed police and they stated that a crowd was fired upon 
at tht! jUllction of the Strand and Harrison Roads, that one constable 
had heen seriously wounded hy a shot from a Sergeant. They 
also complained that several people had heen arrested by the Police 
and taken away for no fault of their OWI1. Then we walked up to 
the junction of Strand Road and Harris<:lO Road when we saw 
the wounded constable mentioned above bein:!; carried to the 
Hospital by the Marwari volunteers. We noti~ed the crowd was 
somewhat excited thert~ 011 account of the injury caused to the 
,constahle. It was stated that the constable was shot by one of 
the Sergeants, thereupon the crowd got excited and beyond 
control for the time being, attacked one of the Sergeants, and set 
tire to onf! of the taxi cabs Throughout our walk over Harrison 
Road from Chitporc Road corner to Strand Road corner we 
never saw any pelting or showering of missiles. It is not a fact 
'that bricks, stones or bottles were being showered from any house 
at the corner of Strand Road and Harrison Road so long as we 
were there. Then we turned back and motored again to Chitpore 
Road corner asking the crowd to restrain itself and get away from 
:the neighbourhood of the disturbance. 

The Governor's Aotion. 
"I then motored to the GoVertl11lent House and interviewed His 

'Excellency about 2 p. m. His Excellency told me that he 'had 
'kept back the Police but on the complaints made by some Indian 
gentlemen ahout the inconvenience caused to the members of the 
.public travellin~ in tram cars and ghcUTies His Excellency was 
.obliged to resort to force. His Excellency also informed that two 
police men had been injured earlier in the day and consequently 
His Excellency had directed that measures should betak~n and 
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(orce used where> necessary. Thereupon I narrated to ..• ~ 
Excellency my expelence of that ?ay and tht: d.ay previous.' I 
pointed out the peaceful cc!lebratlOn on the prevlOus Sunday and 
the abs'ence of all friction the day before, and drew His Excellency's 
attention t.o the fact that the satisfactory result was principally due 
to the policy of police non-interference directed by His Excelleney. 
I further submitted that if the European armed Police were 
removed, tht: maintel1anct: of order would not be difficult specially 
when the "Hartal" was being brought to an tnd at a meeting to 
be held that afternoon ill Beadon Square consequent upon the 
release of Mr. Gandhi. I offered to undertake the maintenance of 
order if the El.lropt'an ar*d police were either withdrawn or kept 
at a place not within the' view of the F~ublic but available at a 
moment's notice. His Excellency thereupon pointed out the 
humours of the crowd and did not see his way to accede to my 
requefl. I further begged His Excellency either to accollipany 
me or to go by "himself in order to get a correct appreciation of 
the situation. But His Excellency did not) approve of it. The 
interview ended with a request from His Excellency that I should 
do the best I could to keep peace and order and I promised I 
would do so. 

"In the meantime as I learnt !:lter the military had been 
called out and the crowd had been fired upon resulting in 
several regrettable casualties. I received intimation of this shortly 
after 4 p. In. and at once started for Harrison Road with a view 
to prevent further bloodshed and loss of life if possible. I was 
accompanied by Messrs H. D. Bose, Hirendra Nath Dutta, 
S. P. Rai, S. N. Haldar, n. K. Lahiri, Nalini Nalh SeU. After 
we had proceeded for some distance nlong Chitpore Road 
we found that the Road was lined across by a number of Englsh 
Soldiers rifle in hand so as to prevent through pass~ge and II. 

number of other soldiers were standing in groups near the line all 
rifle in hand. The car had to be stopped ~d it was immediately 
surrounded by a group uf people:-:-some of whom were rather in an 
excited mood and they pointed ~t to the dead body of a Bengalee: 
lying 011 the east foot path and shot through. Some one ill thei 
cruwd handed up to Mr. B. K. Lahiri, who was in Vle car, a letteJ;' 
which was found ill' the pocket of the partIcular gentleman showing 
that the gentleman shot down was a mere passerby. 'While this 
was going 011, some people brought up on tl bamboo stretcher 
itnprovised for the occassion the body of a Marwari gentleman with 
his t.ead hanging down and the body besmeared with blood. The 
man appeared to have received several wounds an4 was on the 
point of dtath. He WaS beins.arried to the Hospital. Some of 
the- people who had assembTed round us complained to me that" 
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although no provocation had been given by thl. crowd,yet about 
8 people had been shat down and th~ mllitarfinstead of shooting 
them in the leg had lodged their bullets 011 the upper part 
of the body: thq also complained that whereas most of 
them did not carry even walkin~ sticks, the soldiers fully 
armed should have shot them down. I and my friends asked the 
people to be patient and to remember Mr. Gandhi's instruction 
which was to submit cheerfully and not to retaliate. We then got 
down from the car and approached the cordon of soldiers. We 
found that about 200 yards in front of that cordon a crowd bad 
assernbled consisting of about 2000 pliaPle who were not in any 
way disorderly but they were shoutingwtJut from time to time 
"Mahatma Gandhi ki Jai" 'Hindu Musalman Ki Jai'. I and my 
friends approached the officer 10 .,char!!e of the soldiers. who 
told me that we should not attempt to go through the crowd:fs we 
4night be assaulted. 1 said that tl)e crowd consisted of my own 
countrymen and it was not likely that they would misfiehave and that 
in any event we would take the risk. Being asked why the soldiers 
had fired, the reply was that some brickbats had been thrown 
at the soldiers by the crowd and thereupon they had fired. 
I said that no one among the soldiers appear<:d to have been hmt 
in any way and there seemed to have been no justification for 
firing. We then went ahead thmugh the cordon. While we had 
advanced about 30 yards we were told to get back or be shot as 
there would be firing in two minutes or so. We protested against 
this and pointed Ollt that the crowd was well behaved and we should 
be able to tak~ them with us to the Beadon Square if we were 
given the opportunity t9 explain the position to the crowd which 
the soldiers were not ahle to do on account of their ignorance of 
the vernacular and their inability to make themselves 'understood 
by the people. We were thereupon allowed by the officer in charge 
to approach the people in. front of them: The crowd wa~, not at 
all troublesome and nof' even in an angry mood. They only said 
that if soldiers were to fire at themtvithout provocation, what was 
their remedy? We reminded them of M~batma Gandhi's exhorta
tion that they should suffer and not ret:tliate and asked them to 
come with us Ut the meeting which was to be I,leld in the Beadon 
Square. The crowd followed us in a quiet and orderly fashion, 
shouting as before '~Mahatma Gandhi Ki Jai" "Hindu Musalman Ki 
Jain and so on. At the Beadon Square a large number of people 
had already assembled (about 25000 people). The meeting was a 
very orderly one and the speakets throughout exborted the people 
to 'proceed "eacefully. The'barta!' was put an end to and the, 
people were requested to return to t~ usual avocations." 



Martial Law in 'the 

Panjab 
The crowded history of the Punjab after upheaval of the ~oth 

,\pri11919 is one long tale of harrowing chastisements inflicted 
under cover of Martial Law. It is not possible here nor is it 
time to detail all the ho.ors per;Jetrated by panic-striken offi. 
cial!, maddened by mob··excess, upon the terrified people. Mucb 
light still remains to be thrown on this period of British 
Administration in the Punjab. :fud perhal)S the whole truth will 
never be told in public. 

The whole.le ·slaughter" of hundreds of unarmed men at 
Jallianwalla Bagh without giving the crowd an opportunity to 
disperse, the indifference of General Dyer to the condition of 
hundreds of people who were wounded :n the firing, the firing of 
machine-guns into crowds who had dispersed and taken to their 
heels, the flogging of men ill public, the order compelling 
thousands of students to walk 16 miles a day for roll-calls, the 
utest and detention of 500 students and professors, the compel
\ing of school-children of ;;; to 7 to attend on p~rade to salute the 
tl .lg, the order imposing on owners of property the responsibility 
'or the safety of the Martial Law posters stuck oih. t.,ir property, 
lhe Rogging of a marriage party, the censorship ,tf mails, the 
closure of the Badshahi Mosque for six w~ks. the arrest and 
detention of people without any substantial reason andes-pecially 
I)f people who had rendered services to the State in connection 
with the War-Fund or otherwise. the flogging of six of the big
gest bOyS i~l the Islamiah School simply b~use they happened to 
ne schoolboys and to be big boys, the ~ori8truction of an open 
cage for t~e , confine~en.~ of arr~sted persolls, t~e .invention of 
novel pl1D1sliments lIke'. crawling order, the sklppmg ordet ancl 
others unknow~ to ,any syslfm of law, civil or Ill!'.ry, th~ hand.~.' 
cuffing and ropmg t()getherof persons and keepul1 them In open. 
trucks. for J 5 hOU-rs" th,e u;1,aero.Plane8 and, "L, ,e", w, is gum a.nd 
the iatest paraphernalia of '. ·.e,. ntifiC. w •• r, ~;m, ".t" ' UIW, ,.med. ~tizeD8, the takingofoost , : ,: ~ c1hfi, ;. dett ..... 
1Ion or property fOf th~ '. ' ': ot'''~uring t >aitibE'Of 
absentees, the handclJ" .• ' H. 100.'." u.~.: .. ' ',. MUha. mm. a.dlOei'd\ . •... ). •..... '; 
with' the obiect of de~., tlft coneeque~~\of ', ~;i 
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,A1uslim unity, the cutting off of electric and water-supplies from 
l;,liian houses, the re!Doval of fans from Ind~nhouse5 and giviQg 
them for ulle QY Europeans, the co.nmangeering of all ve:lic1es 
owned 'by Indians and giving them for EUlOpeans for 'use, tht: 
feverish disposal of cases with the object of fores.talling the 
termillatioll of Martial Law, are some of the many incidents of 
the administration of Martial Law, which (;reated a reign of terror 
in the Pan jab and have shocked the public. It is a strange fea
ture of the' mental constitution of those military officers that 
theyshvuld have imagined that ' the steps they took were 3 1 

remedy for the sullenness of t he people and a means for promoting. 
the pOpUliflity of the Government . iVe are naively told by 
General Sir \Vi/liam Benyon thaI, instead of being unduly ~eveie. 
the administration erred on the side of leniency and that he and 
Sir Michael O 'Dwyer approved of General Dyer's exploit. (Sir 
P. S. Sivaswamy Iyer in his introduction to "Martial Law in 
i>anjab t ' issued (rom Madras Liberal lealgue): 

THE JHALLIANW ALLA BAG MASSAOM. 
Much of what occurred in Amritsar after the 10th nmai,l.d 

a myster y for some time as the Paujab was a sealt:d 'book for the 
outside public. No news wele allowt:d tu be transmitted save that 
passed by the Govt. censor. It was only after the cessation 
of Marti al Law that the public outside Panjab came to know of it~ 
hon ors. The following is a short and cOllllectt:daccount gal hered 
fro·m the offie.ial evidence before the HunterCommillee (See 
Appendix), 

Mr. ~liles Irvine, the Deputy Commissioner of Amritsar , 
recein:d order from Sir Michal O'Dowyer's Govt. for the a:reSl 
and deportation of Drs. Satyapal and kitchlew un 8th April. Oil 
the 9th Capt. Masst:y, the offict:r commanding at Amrilsar, \Vas 
summoutd hy Mr. IlJine and was infOlmed of the order and 
was told to be in readiness. The deportation was to be on. the 
following rum uing. It was decided .that the Drs. were to be 
indted to the Depy. Commissioner's bunglaw and I emoved 
without notice.,~n motor cars with escorts to Dharmsala, a bu·ndred 
~iles awa~ fr0lf.t Amlilsar. Preparations were' accordingly jmade. 
1he Dy. Com. l~sued orders that w~reas he had fell$OUS \iQ fear 
that crowds woulJ collect at the Ci;iI Station on the lOth"obody 
should cros~.Jh~ailway liD~ . to it each the civilstation~l .·the 
other sideJ; Pit"quets wue di~poled .W anticpaticDcf ~l.Ouble, 
Ot~' \\~~ .passed privately on the 3filuropeaDMagistratcs that 
cHi.de aL.U coHs be dispct'Std, peu~a&ion first aDd the.D aimed 
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force if necessary, The military under Capt. Massey were~. 
ready at convenient dispositions. . 

Next morning Drs • ...satyapal and kitchlew were sent for and 
they came at about 10 A. M. They were at once shown the order: 
In half·an hour they were packed lip in a motorcar aud despat
ched with military escort to Dharamsala. The people who 
{lccompanied them were kept back for some tim~ so that the 
deportees might have a good start before the town came to know 
of .the event. As apprehended the news apread like wild fire in 
the town and crowds began to collect at about noon. And then 
began the awful rush of the mob, the fire by the Qlilitary and 
police. and the acts of incendiarism narrated before (p. 83). 
The authorities were prepared for all this but, as says Mr. Irvine 
"he prodded for 3 times but unfortunately ten times happened" ! 
. Qlliet prevailed in the evening. Mr. Kitchen, the Commis-

~
ioner of the Lahore Division (which included Amritsar) with th. 
eputy.lnspector General of Pulice came over from Lahore. The 

, eadquilJ1:ers of the Officials and the Mi!itary were at this time 
the Rail~ay station. European Residents of the Town were 
~being esco.ted to t he fort. Communication with the City Kotwali 
'Pulice was tut ofT. At ahout II o'dock at night re-inforcements 
arrived front.Lahore in command of Major Mcdonald. A milit,ary 
party was 5e. into the city and as it was feared that they wo'll14 
have to fi~ht 'peir way in, no Civil Magistrate accompanied <C,. 
pany. Pdlice\emissaries were also sent into the city to tell til 
people that t he"fIlilitary was in command of the situation. 

I Ith April IQ',q Amritsar was in the hands of the Military, 
The Civil Administration admitted their incompetence. In ~ho 
morning certain people saw Mr. Kitchen regarding the burial of 
the dead and he accorded the necessary permission and prohibited 
all sort! of demonstration. He also issued instructions stopping 
third class Booking for Amrilsar from th, neighbouring stations. 
T\te Electric power and water !~. of: the town were cut off 
with a view to punishing the whole town; and this was continued 
fo~ several days. A'rumour was current that the water had beeD, 
po.oned. The electric sppply was cut off and. the whole town 
waj left in darkness on tfle plea of preventing'~ crowds roaming 
th~. IIgh the night. The 'ifY. was declared to be in a state of, 

. re Ihon. The Europel4t pcpulation WIIS collected in the 
Ci .S~ation and proper'l!lrrangements w«t,t.e made for their 
pT. ,on. \ 

'00 the. evenin2 of the I I Ql Gen .. al Dyer came with fioel!h 
rejnforcements. From this ~otrient Amritsar was under the 
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*Js of this man now known all over the world for his exploits 
in )aIlianwala Bag, 

, General Dyer was in command of the 45th Brigade at 
Jullundur, and in response to a request for help from Amritsar 00 
the loth April, he had sent one hundred British and twO hundred 
Indian soldiers to that city. The number he sent was 100 in 
ellceSI of what was asked for, and his reason for do~ng so was that 
he had heard .there was serious danger, ilO~ "a$,;~'bad a large 
force under him, no harm was done by sparrng'a 1'00 men more;" 
On the I ah April, he received a telegram which said that the City 
also belonged to his command, and proceeding by motor-car he 
arrived at Amritsar at about 9-30' p.m. When he arrived he had 
a conference with the Deputy Commissioner. the Superintendent 
()f Polir.e and other officials plesent. The Deputy Commissioner 
told him that he could not deal with the situation and that he 
IIhould take matters in hand. On the night 'f>f his arrival, he 
proceeded to the Kotwali inside the city and saw Asr:,f Khan. 
Police Inspector, and brought him back to the I ailway station! 
when a further conference was held. Laler on, during the night, 
he' reorganised the troops, and also changed the Headquarters to 
the Rambagh garden. On the morning of the 12th. April. he 
went round and through the CilY with a column consi.ting of IZO 
,British troops, and 320 Indian soldiers, and two arq'loured cars, 
:At Qne place in his route the mob had collected and he had diffi
cAAlty in dispersing them. Thert~ he actually wanted to fire bUI 
did not do so thiuking that he would beller give them warning. 
There was an aeroplane hovering over head. It was nOl under 
his command, but used to give him news of what was going un. 
During the 12th April, arrests were made right and left by the 
police under military protection. That evening,a proclamation was 
prepared, and read warnin~ people ag:linst damage to property and 
violence and against collecting more than four in number in the 
streets. 

On the 13th morning Genl. Dyer marched through the ci~y 
with troops and issued a second proclamation (the Seditions 
Meetings Act) warning the people against assembling ' a,d 
holding meetings which were declared.i liable to be dispers:t~ 
by force of arms: "Golee sa c"ate'~6i. r daga."·-that was tfte 
PUD,i,Shfll,tDt hel~ out, ', The proclamati ' " w.as read from differ~lt 
plac, e ess ,,~, • , mpamed by beat of drum ' d It took seveJ,at hotJrs 
to ~ through the city. At abo ' I P. M. he heard that a 
~,', . ' g.l'as to be held in the afternoon at the Jhalianwala bach . 
• ' iirsthe did not believe it but nonetheless made proper 
"position of his troo.ps. At 4 P.~. he got definite neW'Stbate 
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crowd had collected at the bagh and a meeting was goinS. tct~, 
held. Immediately he marched off with 2S Britishrifiell,40 
Gurkhas, 25 Indian rifies.\,.lPll two armoured cars with mac~ine 
guns. He dropped off a_men as pickets en route and arnved 
at the bagh at about 5 P. M. 

It was the Baisakhi day of Amritsar. Thousands a .. nuaUy 
meet here on tbis day to hold an annual fair and come over 
from long distance. Thousands of Sikhs and Jats had assembled 
here from distant places innocent of riots and proclamations. 
Thousands also of Amritsar people had collected not knowing 
that the proclamation in the morning included also a non· political 
national mrla. The mela people numbered between 16 to 20 
thousand; they were all collected inside the bAgh which is a 
square plot of land surrounded on all sides hy houses and high 
walls with only 4 very narrow entrances allowing not more than 
2 persons to walk abreast. 

Such was the pin-hole, more congested now than the mythical 
Black hole, in which was enacted t he most horrible massaCre 
of modern history. On arriving at the scene I he General entered 
with his troops through one of the entrances but had regretfully 
to leave the armoured cars outside because of its narrowness, 
and forthwith proceeded to a high ground, deployed his troops' 
to the right and the left. and within 30 seconds opened' fire. 
The firing was individual and not volly·fire. It continued for 
10 minutes; from time to time he directed it against where the 
crowd was thickest. It continued till ammuuition ran short. 
Altogether J,650 rounds were fired. Some 5 to 6 hundred were 
killed outright, alld three times the number lay wounded! 
People ran as soon as the firing commenced. There was no 
warning, no demonstration. The unarmed innocent people, most 
of them villagers, sat at that time squatting on the grouno, knew 
not what was happening. They fled and fell. They ttied to climb 
up the high walls and fell. They cried, they shrieked, panick. 
striken, terror-striken, were "golle sa cll;ttal'-bhittaud"-their 
plight can better be imagined than described!!! 

Before the Hunter Committee the General confeued that he 
could have dispersed the crowd easily without firing but then, 
he ~id "they would have come hack and laughed at me, and 
I wduld,b;lve made myself, what I contider,.a fool of·. ,~ 
His object was to go on firing till the disperted 
said, a little firing would not have been he CQlIlij:J"':t,k1 
it his duty to fire and fire well. After 
General went away with his troops and 
mec:iicalor any relief for the dead and .tU'1l10tlG 
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field of his exploit! 'That was not his job'. he said. They were 
left there unattended for full two days and nights, and no, 
relief came. "They could go to the hd~l?ital" was the General'& 
opinion, and no body from the hospital or elsewhere could 
go to them. Children, babes in arms, women, boys and elders 
lay weltering there in their blood and mangled limbs, with 
the April Sun of Amritsar blazing fully on their face and not a 
water for the parched lips! 

What happened next, how Amritsar and other places of the 
Punjab fared under Martial Law, will require another volume 
for recording the touching tales of woe and suffering inflicted 00 

the miserable people. Suffice here to chronicle that the gallant 
hero of JhaJlianwalJa kept Amrilsar under his dutiful care for 
about a month more. His view was that martial law came into 
exi5tencc ipso factu from the time he took command, although 
it was actually proclaimed on the 15th. On the 14th he held 
a durbar and compelled people to open shops. He visited the 
whole district with a mobile column. and demonstrated more 
effectively thall by word of mouth the supreme might of the 
British Raj. l;ie issued orders compelling Indians to crawl on 
all fours ill the street, he made all Indians in whatever station 
of life "Salaam" e\'ery European, for 'India is a land of Salaams'. 
He flogged people too numerous to mention in the open streets 
for trivial offences against Martial Law orders. He arrested 
almost all the respectable people of the place, and made special 
~onstables of all legal practitioners. 

Martial Law at Lahore 
Towards the evening on that day news of the occurrences at 

Amritsar had come through. The authorities immediately took 
precautions, pIcketing the Telegraph Office with forty men, the 
Gymkhana Club with forty.five men, Government House with 
fifty men, Faletti's Hotel with twenty.live to thirty men and the 
Punjab Club with twenty-five men, At dusk they heard a report 
that a mob was coming out by the Lahore Gate down the Anar
khali up to the MalL The mob apllToached the Telegraph Office 
and turued away on seeing the picket and went up further. Soon 
lifter they were barred by a small police force and on the crowd 
refusing to disperse Mr. Fyson, Deputy Commissioner, ordered 
t.he police to open fire. After a few shots the crowd was pressed 
back,and eY~ntually dispersed. The place where the firing took 
place was about a thousand yard~ away from the Gymkhana Glub, 
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where a large Dumber of European ladies . and children were ' cot. 
.cted. At ten o'clock the same night, th~ police tired a sect)ud 
time at Anarkali. No sho~ was fired by a soldief'. During the 
course of the night the police evacuated the city thinking' it 
dangerous to remain in it any longer. The next day the uth 
April the 43rd Brigade headquarters arrived ill Lah~re and 
pickets were posted at the railway station, railway bridges; water 
works, electric 5tation"l11d central gaol. On the 12th, April the mili
tary under Col. lirank Jhonson was ordered to go i.1l0 the city tak. 
ing with him a fufce of eight hundred men. He entered the city by 
the Delhi Gate and was supported by four aeroplane overhead. On 
arrival at the Delhi Gate, he issued certain warning to the crowd that 
had collected there through M r. Fyson. The mob appeared to 
be solemn and bad tempered, !lot to say savage. In the course of 
his march when he reached Hlra Mandi, the police force which 
constituted his rear guard was pelted with stones. The 'police 
OjJened fired killing and wounding severa!' He entered the city 
at 9'30 in the morning and came back at ,·;to in the afternodn. 
He left three detachlllents illsidd the city giving orders that no 
.detachment should [11O\'e abC'lIL unless It consisted of at ' least tlVO 

hundred mell. 
011 the 13th and 14lh April there were no actual disturbances 

but" hart :lI " continued in a more organised form. It paralysed 
lhe life of the city which WdS in th:tt condition when martial law 
was proclaimed on the [11oruing of the J :ith April. Llhore was 
conslituted into a separate area under martial law, and Col. Frank 
jhonson was in cOlllmand. f\t I J a.m. on the .~th A./Ji'i1,.he .issu.d 
hi! tirst proclamation acquainting the people that r1tartial lawb~ 
been introduced. Theproclarnation was printed at the ;GolfMn
me11l Press in English and the vernaculars and was posted at 
several places. . 

From this date begins t he Martial Law administration of 
Lahore under Col. Frank Jholl50n, and it continued till the end 
of May. Some of the salient features of this period are the 
·numerous Martial Law orders issued by the Colonel a few of 
which are given in the following pages by way of illustration. 
the arre5t and deportation uf many leading public citizens well
kDown for their large hearted philanthropic and public activities, 
the closing of Langer Klzanas or places of congregation of the 
poorer people to have their frugal daily meaJs .i the requisitioning 
of all cars, carraiges and vehicles owned by Indians for the use 
of Europeans generally, and the cruel punishments inflicted UpOll 
thousands of innocent school and college boys becaule of the 
lTerile ebullitions of a few against the military. Third class 
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l)ooking at the Railway Station wa~ stopped on the plea of 
limiting the activity of the people froOl overflowing into the, 
neighbouring places. Martial La\v oniers were passed for the 
iannediate raising of the hartal and opening shoos 00 pain5 of 
~.r being forced open and the goods distributod by the Soldiers. 
This was at first applied to the Anarkali Bazar and was grlldually 
applied' to the rest of the town. Orders were also passsed fixing 
the price of all commodities, including milk to stop adulteration 
and profiteering. Even religious places did not escape the tend~r 
attentions of the Colonel. The Badshahi Mosque w~ closed ftw 
the public for 6 weeks for there was held the Hiudu·Mosletb 
fraterni5ation and the burning of the C. 1. D. Police flugree on 
the 12th which was regarded as seditious. Thousands of pious 
Mahomedans went without their prayers. For dealing with 
contraventions of the Martial Law orders Summary Courts were 
eatablisbed superbeding the ordinary civil courts and about 
six hundred calles were decided, without record, without evidence, 
without any of the usual safe guards of Law Courts. Flogging 
was resorted to right and left, 66 persons were flogged, each 
getting 50 lashes in the average. 

At the Sanalan Dharma College a Martial law order was 
posted on the outer wall but was found torn. For this Col, 
Frank Jhonson arrested all the students and Professors, 500 in all 
and had them marched to the fort, three miles away, with all 
their beddings on their head. They were kept under arrest for 
two days, Other orders on students of other colleges were 
passed requiring them to walk 16 miles a day in the hot month 
of May to attend roll calls. During the March many l'tudenb 
,used to faint away but none was killed. On alleged disfiguring 
of pictures of British soldiers. the whole student inhabitant of 
Lahore was want only punished. The revered Indian Principal 
of the Dayal Singh College was fined Rs. 250, and humiliated by 
being heJj up by soldiers with drawn swords till he paid the fine. 
His fault was that a poster on the wall of his College was torn
it afterwards transpired by police spy! A marriage party of 
villagers with its priest was arrested and flogged in public for the 
oftence of being more than 10 in number! A rigid censof<ship 
was kept on all correspondence of the Indian population. Lawyers 
from outside Punjab were not allowed to enter Lahore in the 
innumerable Martial Law trials held during the period, 
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The 'Bengal B.e.gnl.tip~ ';fJf\t 18(H~ . 
'l'he important proviBiob in .the .old Bengal State Otre~~M 

R~lation. . ISM. promUlgated by the Vioeroy in ,t.l\t. 
·Martia.l Law Ordinance, rUDB &B !ollo'WB'.-

"The Governor-General in COli neilis hereby empoweTe'd 
to suspend, or direct any public author.ityor officer the siispen. 
siol! of, . wholly or partially, the fUllctions of the .ordinary Cri
millal Courts of Judicature wit.hin 1\1Iy zz'lla, district, city Of 
ot~er place, with~n allY part of the British territories subject to: the 
Government of the Presidency of Fort William and to establish 
l\Iart:al law therein. for au}' puiod of time which fhe British' 
Government in India shall be eng'aged in war with any Native or 
other power. as well as d uriug' the. existc!llce of open rebellion against 
the authority of the G <)I'ernrncut ill au}' par.t of the territories ' 
aforesaid; and also to direct the immediate trial. by courts mar
tial, of all persons owing allegian::e to the British GovC:'rnment, 
eith"r in consequence of their being born, or of their being residents; 
within its territlJries allcl under its protection, wll" shall be. taken 
in arms ~Il open hostility to the British Government, or in the act 
of opnosillg by force of arms tht authority of the sarne, or in the 
actual commission of any overt act of rebellion against tbe State, or 
in ~be act of openly aiding- and abetting' the cllcmie;; of the British 
Government within auy pan of the said territories, 

"An}' person hrorn or residing under the protection of the ' 
British G overnment within the tcrritories aforesaid, and cO.nse
quelltly olVin~ allegiance to the ~<\id Government, who. in vi 0 ... ' 

latinn of tile obligations of such alle~iance . shall he guilty:c df 
any of the crimes ~pecified in the prec.:eding section and wbo'!lilall be 
convicted thereor hy the senlence of a court martial during th~, 
sllspension of the functions of Ihe orelinary Criminal Courts 06 
Judicature and the estahlishment of the martial law, shall be li-: 
able to [he immediate punishment of death., auel shall suffer the 
same accordingly hy being hung by the neck till he is dead. 

"All p<ersons who shall in slIch cases, be adjudged by .a , court· 
martial to he guilty of any of the crimes s!>ccified in this Regu
lation shall also forfeit to the British Government all property 
and effects, real alld personal, which Lhey shall have .. posse$8ed 
within its territories at the time when the crill!e of which they inay, 
be convicted shall have been committed. . , . ',. 

"The Governor-Genera I in Council shall not 'be .. predudel,l ~r. 
this Regulation from causing persons charged with any o( tlle,. 
offel)ce~ . de!.cribedin the present Regula!ion to,hebrought ~ trial), ' 
at any time, before the ordinary Courts of J udicaturc. instead ot 
causing such persons~o be t.ried by court ma~tial. in any ca8~. 
wher~in the latter mode of tdal shall ' not ap~ar!o be . indispent 
8ably necessary." ' . . 
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lIattial L&w Orders. 
The following are some of the more important and typical 

.artial Law Orders issued by Capt, Frank .Thon.on, 'the 
"rtf.1 Law Oftloer at Lahore, 

Order NO.1, 16-4-19. 
Wbereas the Government of India has for good reasons pro

claimed Martial Law to the districts of Lahore and Amritsar and 
whereas superior military authority has appointed me· to command 
troops and administer Martial Law in a portion of the Lahore 
district, now known as the 'Lahore Civil' command, whose boundaries 
may be described alS follows :-

The Civil Lines; 
The Municipality and City of Lahore; 

The Fort; 
The Mogulpura Works; 

and any other area not included in the above, between the Ravi river 
and Lahore branch of the Badri Doab canal inclusive within three 
miles of the Central Telegraph Office, Lahore, and whereas Martial 
Law may be briefly describ",d as the will of the Military Commander 
in enforcing law, order and public safety-

I make known to all concerned that until further orders by me 
the following will be strictly carried out:-

t ••.. At ~o·oo hours each evening a gun will be fired from the 
Fort, aad from that signal till 05'00 hours on the following morning 
no person other thall a European or a person in po~ses~ion of a 
military permit signed by me, or on my behalf, will be permitted to 
leave his or her house or compound or the building in which he.or 
~he may be at ao hours. During these prohibited hours no person 
other than those excepted above will be permitted to use the streets 
or roads, and any person found disobeying the order will be arrested 
and if any attempt is made to evade or resist, that persun will be 
liable to be shot . 

. This and all other orders, which from time to time I ma.y deem 
necessary to make, will be issued on my behalf frorn the wliler-wQrks 
station in the city whether every ward will keep at least four ref/resen
tativcs from 6 A. M. till 17'00 hours daily to learn what orders if any 
are issued anrl to convey such orders to tbe inhabitants of their 
l:espective wards. The onus of ascertaining the orders issued by tne 
will .rest on the people through their representatives. 

••• Loyal and law-abiding persons have nothing toiear from the 
exercise of Martial Law. 
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disch.rged or bombs thrown at them the. most .drastic .. reprisals will 
instantly be made against property surrounding the scene ()f.th~ 
outrage. Therefore it behoves all loyal inhabitants to see to it that 
no evil-disposed agitator is allowed on his premises. 

4. During tbe period of Martial Law I prohlbit.U procession, 
meeting or other gatherings of more than IO persons without my 
written authority and any such meetings, gatherings or processions 
beld ill- disobedience of thi~ order will be broken up by force without 
warning. 

5. I forbid any person to offer violence or cause obstruction to 
any person desirous of opening his shop or conducting his business 
or proceeding to his work or business Any person contraverilng 
tbis order will be arrested, tried by a' summary court and be liable 
to be shot. 

6. At present the city of Lahore enjoys the advantage of electrIc 
lights and a water-supply; but the continuance of these supplies will 
depend on the good behaviour of the inhabitants and their prompt 
obedience to my order. 

Order No.2. 
All tongas and tum· tums whether licenser! for hire or otherwise, 

wiII be delivered up to the Military Officer appointed for that purpose 
at the Punj ab Light House ground by 17'00 hours to-day, Tuesday 
the 15th April; drivers will receive pay and horses be rationed. 

Order No. 3. 
All motor-cars or vechicles of any description will be 

delivered to the Military Officer appointed for that purpose at 
the Punjab club by 17 '00 hours this day. 

Order. No." 16 April. 
By virtue of the powers vested in me I have prohibited the 

issue of third or intermediate class tickets at all railway station. 
in the Lahore Civil Command, except only in the cate. of ser
vants travelling with their European master or servants or others 
in the employ of the Government. 

Order ~o. Ii. 16th April. 
Whereas, from information received by m~ it would appe.r 

that shops, generally known as Langars, for the sale of cooked 
f09d, are. used for the . purpose of illegal meetings,and fortbe 
dissemination of seditious "propaganda," and whereas I notij:'O 
that aU other shops (particularly in Lahore city) have f.>een cI~d 
as paIt of anorganized!demI)Mtratict.p'a.gainst bit Maieaty's Gov~ ... 
ment, now, therefore,hy virtue ~.':powetl'r.elted iQ,me..,..~ 
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Martial Law,' I order that all such Langars or shops for the Sale 
of cooked food in the ' La.hore civil. area, except !>uchas may ' be 
granted an exemption jn writing by me shall close and cease' to' 
trade by 10'00 hours to-morrow, Wednesday, the 16th April 1919. 

Disobedience to this order will result in the confiscation of 
the contents of ~uch shops and the arrest and trial by summilry 
procedure of the owner or owners. 

Order NO. 6. 
Whereas I have reason to believe that certain JIilunshis, Agents, 

Dalals and Chuprasses employed by legal practitioners in 
Lahore are engaged in disseminating seditious "prop~ganda" 
therefore by virtue of the powers vested in me under Manial 
Law, I make .the following orders : 

(I) , No such Munshi. Agent , Dalal or Chuprassee shall leave 
the Lahore Civil command without a permit signed by me or 
on mybrha1f. 

(2) Every legal practition er resident in this command will 
~lJblnit to, me through the Deputy Commissioner of Lahore by 

,t6'oo ,hours to-day a complete li st of every l\lunshi, Agent, 
DalaJ "ai Chuprassee directly employed 1)y him. 

Order No.7. 
Whereas I have reason to believe that certain studt:nts of the 

D. A. V. College in Lahore are engaged in spreading ~~ditious 
"propaganda" directed against his Majesty 's Government, and 
whereas I deem it expedient ill the interests of the preservation 
of law and order to restrict the activities of such students, I 
make the fol1owing order : -

Ail student;; of the said college now in this Command area 
will report themselves to the Officer Commanding Tro('ps ~at 
the Bradlaugh Hall daily at the hours specified below and remain 
there until the roll of such students has been called by the 
Frincipal or some other officer approved by me acting on his 
behalf, and until they have been dismissed by the Officer Com
manding Troops at Bradlaugh Hall. 

07'00 hours 
J 5'00 hours 

Order No.8. 

J I '03 hours 
19'30 hoors 

Whereas some evilly-disposed persons have torn down or 
defaced notices and orders which 1 have caused to be exhibited 
for information and good government of the people in the Lahore 
(Civil) Command - ' . 

In future all orders that I have to issue under Martial Law 
will be ,handed to such OWneR of property as I may· select and 
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it will be the duty()f such owners of properly toexblbit'i 
k<:ep exhibited andunda,maged .inlbe position on their pl'apeJ11 
selected by me for all such alders. 

The duty of protecting such orders will therefore de\"6!ve 
Oil the owners of property and failure to ensure the proper 
protection and continued exhibition of my' orders will re"ult in 
severe pUlli:shment. 

Similarly, I hold responsible the owner of any property on 
which seditious ')r any other notice~, proclamations or writing 
llOt authorised by me are exhibited. 

Order No. 2'7 
As the Otlicer Commandinl!; has reason to believe from infor

malion laid befOre him that !l' large number 01 students at the 
King Edwards Medical College. Lanore. have' openly given 
expressIOn to seditiol.s sentiments al\d cries, be therefore makes 
the following order :-(1) No student on the rollso£ the said 
(,ollegt! at present residing in the are;l under Illy command shall 
leave such area withollt a permit signc:d by me or on my behalf. 
(2) All ~tudents of 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th years of the M. H, B. S. 
dass of the said College now residing in the area under my 
Command, except those ~~ to whose loyalty I Rm satisfied and 
to whom on the recommendation of the Principal 1 may grant 
exemption, wil! from the promulgation of this order report them· 
selves to the Olficer Commanding troops at Patiala House daily 
at 7 a.m., I r a.m, 3 p.m., 7 p.m., and remain there-until the 
roll of such student has been called by all oflicer appointed by 
the Principal and approved by me, and until they have heen 
dismissed bv the ollicer Commanding. Fourth year students 
are exempted from attendance at the 7 a.m., roll-call. (3) At 
.J [ a. m. on Saturday z9th April, in lieu of the roll-call at Patiala 
1:10use such roll-call will take place. at Fort Lahore and every 
,sllch student in possession of a cycle will there and a! that hOIl,.r. 
deliver it to the ollicer appointed by me, and thereafter durin[Oh~ 
continuance of martial law, or until sin<:e time as I rescind or 
modify this order, any such student in posst:ssion .of a cycle shall 
he dt:emed to have contravened martial law and I warn all such 
students that absence from anv roll-call without reasonable excuse 
\viJl be severely punished.' . 

Ordet' No. 29 
From and after 5 p. m. on the Z 5th A pril until iu flher notice 

it shall bi. a cuntravention of Martial law for any dealer inattl 
to (I) teiuee to sell aUa when requested to do so, and .(:l) to 
supply less than 6t(Hix and a half) seers ,per r~peet whicl'l,w.iU 
allowsucb retail dealers the'll' excellent profit 9L~nnassper 
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maund or say .5 per cent, per diem oth's caphallnvolved. The
current retail price for ·atta was 5 seers per rupee, whilst aUa 
can be purchased by retail shopke~Jfers at Rs. 5-13 per mauna 
so that succh shopkeepers were making a profit of RS.I7-4 per 
maund. which is approxi~ately equivalent to 25 per cent. per 
diem. Disobedience to this order will result in prompt and severe
punishment under Matiallaw. 

Order No. 30. 
Whereas it has been proved to me that certain students in 

Lahore Co\leltes are in the habit of defacing with obscene and 
filthy comments, pictures appearing in illustrated papers of 
members of His Majesty's Naval and Military Forces, Civil or 
other Services, 

And whereas such obscene and filthy comments are calculate d 
t() prolllute disaffection and bad feeling, and to be prejudical te> 
good order, 

Now, therefore, I warn alI con cered that it shall be deemed 
to be a contravention of Martial Law for any person to deface 
or mark any picture or letterpress purporting to represent or 
refer to British subjects by signs, drawings or words calculated to 
bring contempt, ridicule or dislike on such British subjects. 

And such prohibition is also extended to the use of words, 
signs or gestures directed at, addressed or referring to any such 
British subjects. 

And I shaH hold responsible for such outrages on illustrations. 
all who are inmates, owners and (or) occupiers, students and 
teachers, of the premises in which such. damaged or defaced 
picture or literature is discovered. 

Order No. 32. 

From 2 P.M. Wednesday 30th April salt other than imported table 
saH shall be supplied at a price not exceeding anna one per seer,a 
price which I shall shortly further reduce after I consider sufficient 
time has been allowed to enable small dealers holding stocks pur
chased at high rates to dispose of or reduce such stocks. 

I further order that from and after 2 P.lII. Wednesday not less 
than 7! seers of wheat shall be supplied for a rupee. I warn all con't 
cerned that adulteration on small measure of all articles whether a 
controlled article like t1tta, milk, salt and wheat or olherwise will be 
deemed an offence against Martial Law and dealt with by me 
accordingly. " 

Whereas by Martial Law Order No. 14 of 17th April, 191%, J 
warned. dealers·· in the area under my command against charging 
exorbitant prices for their goods. 



And whereas, I d_thepre.entprft:etd'ratgedfcn'~Uk"ii. 
Jannasper seer f?rcQW'smilk', .an"d 41Ulnaspersec:r'~r 

bllffalo's mi.lt to be unJustIfiably exorbItant. and to press heaVIly 08. 
the poorer people-now, therefore. by virtue 9f the powers vested In 
me by Martial Law I order that from and Ilfter J 7'00 hourstlP.s 
<lay and until further nolice it shall be Ii contravention of Martia} 
Law for any person who yesterday was a dealer· in milk-

(I) to refuse to sell milk when in possession of milk and 
requested to do 110 ; 

to adulterate milk, or 

to charR'e more than Annas 2! per seer for cow's milk 
and Annas 3 per seer for huffalo's milk. 

An'i I warn concerned all that any disobedience of this Order 
"Will result in pTOmpt and severe punishment under Martial Law. 

Order No. 33. 
Whereas it has come to my knowledge that attempts arl! 

frequently made to extract money from persolls with a dew to either 
Faving them from penalties for intentional or other breaches of Martial 
Law or for purpose of removing them (rom the restrictive incidence 
,of such Martial law or other laws, and whereas I deem such conduct 
gravely detrimental to the good order and the governance of the 
area under my command: I therefore hy virtue of the powers vested 
in me under Martial Law Regulation No. 15. declare it an offence 
under Martial Law for any pt;rson in the said area to offer or 
receive money or other valuable consideration or to .act as IJgentoI 
.go-between in any tranjiction or proposed transaction by virtue. pf 
which the person payibg such money or giving such consideratioJ}s 
seeks or is promised to evade any penalties of proceedings or to 
,obtain any benefit of any kind whatsoever under Martial or other 
bws or orders, and I warn all concerned that any person convl(:ted 
-of any breach of this order on said area is liable to two Yc=ar's 
imprisonment or fine and whipping. 

Order N 0,38. 
Whereas by the Martial Law Order No. 27 of the z5thAprn 

1919, I ordered that certain action is to be taken against all studen.t' 
on the roU ot the King Edward Medical College, Lahor~, on accolJnt 
.of the seditious conduct of certain of tbemand)Vhereas the Principal 
of the said College has now reported to me that he has Iftf1ictedt~. 
following punishments, tbat is tosay (I) to be forthwith expetJed 
irOl1\ .nd ~ermanently removed from the roll of the College :o~ 
Fir8t Year Student one Second Year Student, two Third ¥,.r 
:Stud~8.Ddsix Foprth Year S~udent., (2) 1"0 luff. Joas. ot(tfUt 
year', seni()l1y :tWIl First Vear8~udentajtbreeSecoDd,,;I,autu~" 



and thre~ .Fo~rth Year students; (3) .to forfeit . tb~ir scholarships': 
two .First Year students,. two Third Year students and two FourtlJ 
Year students, . (4) to have their schoTh.rships suspended for three 
months: four First Year students, four Second Year students, four 
Third Year students, and four Fourth Year students . 

. And whereas I consider the aforesaid punishment although very 
merciful to be sufficient to restrain the remaining and future students 
from being misled into disloyal and seditions action, I direct t\lat 
adequate disciplinery action having thus been taken against the 
College from the promulgation ()f this order. students shall he 
relieved of all restrictions and liabilities imposed by the Martial Law 
Order No. Z7· 

Order No, 44. 
Whereas by various Martial Law Orders I ordered certain 

ar.:lion to be taken 'With II view to restraining seditious activities of 
students of certain colleges and whereas the Princi[hlls of some of the 
colleges of Lahore have now reported to me that they have int1icted 
the followiug punishments, that is to say. (I) Daya.l Sinll'h 
College; (A) expul~ion from college of olle fourth year student, one 
t!\ird year stildent, three second year studencs, twn firs! year students, 
(B) to rusticate for One year two fourth year students, two secon{j 
year students, one first year students. (C) to be put back by one 
Vear, two fourth year students. twelve tlrst year students, (J)) to be 
suspended for three months fOllr first year students. (E) to be 
deprived of th~ir scholarships. for three months; two first year 
students. (F) fines Rs. 20 each, four fourth year students, two second 
year students. (ti) flnes Rs. 10 each, two hundred nineteen students. 
(H) to find sccllrity of Rs. 25 each two hllll(,re,j forty-five students 
(I) all students who failed to appear for examination on the Illh 

April 1l) It), t'l be declared to have fai led in the subjects of such 
exam ination. 

(2) Sanatan Dharma College :-(A) to find security of Rs. 20 
each: eighteen students (ll) to find security of Rs. 10 each: fifty three 
students (C, to find secllritv of Rs. ::; each: seven students. 

(Note) The students of this c{;llege were also interned for a 
period in the for'. 

(3) :Forman Christian College :-(A) expelled: one-sixth rear 
student; (B) rusticated for one year: two third year studelllS; (C) 
detained for one yea: and not allowed to live in allY hostel belong
ing to the college: one sixth year stuoent ; (D) detained for one year: 
one third year and one fourth year student; (E) fined Rs. 25 each: 
two fourth year students; (F) fined Rs. IO each: three third year 
studeuts;(9') every resident of:z hostels of the college who did. not 
attend collel!on the lIth and J zth without due reason fined Rs.· 5 
each. . 
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Tbe 'Criminal Law Amendment Bill 
81 LL NO. I OF 19-9. 
ROWLATT BILL NO. 11. 

A Bill to provide for the amendment of the Indian Penal Code 
and the Code o[ Crimmal Procedure, 18~8. 

Whereas it is expedient to amend the Indian Penal Code and 
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898. in order to deal more eeffc- ' 
tively with certain acts dangerous to the Stale i it is hereby enacted 
as follows ; -

I. This Act may be called the Indian Criminal Law (Amend- ' 
ment) Act,. 1919. 

2. In Chapter VI o[ the Indian Penal Code after section 124 A 
tbe foJlowillg section shall be inst:rted. namely ;-

"u4-B. Whoever has in his possession any seditious document 
intending that the sap\e shall be published or circulated shall, unless 
be proves that he had su.ch document in his possession for a lawful 
purpose, be punishable with imprisonment which may extend to two 
years or with fine or with both. " 

Explanation,-For the purposes of this section the expression 
"seditious document" means any document containing any words, 
signs or vis ible representations which instigate or are likely to instl; :, : 
gate whether directly or indirectly-

(aLTh~ use of criminal force against His Majesty 
ment t!itablished by law in British India, or against 
generally or any class of public servants or 
servant, or 

(b) The commission or abetment of any thing which is an offence 
against sections J H, IZ t -A, t u or 13 I. 

3. After section 196 A of the Code of Criminal Proc-edure, 1898, 
hereinafter referret! to as the said Act, the following section shedl be 
inserted, namely ;-

, "I 96-B. In the case of any offence referred to in section 196 or 
196-A,tbe District Magistrate or the Chief Presidancr Magistrate . 
may, notwithstanding any-thing contained in those sections or i. 
anf'Otherpartof this Cod", order' a preliminary inquiry by a pollee 
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officer not below the rank of an Inspector in which. case such police. 
officer shall have the powers referred to in se;:tion 155 (3)." 

4. To section 343 of the said Cod~, tbe following proviso .shall 
be added. namely :-

"Provided that a promise of prutection to an accused persor •• ! 
against criminal force or any promise properly incidental to a promise 
of such protecti ')n, shall not be deemed to be the use or influence 
within the meaning of this section." 

5. After section 510 of the said Code, the following section shall 
be inserted, namely :-

"5 IO A. On the trial of an offence under Chapter VI of the 
Indian Penal Code, the following facts shall be relevant, namely :-

(a) tbat the person accused has previously been convicted of an 
offence under tlilt Chapter, and 
. (b) tli,ll such person has habitually and voluntarily associated 

with any person who has been convicted 'of an offence under that 
Chapter: 

Provided that such hcts shall nevertheless not be admis~ible in 
evidence under the provisions of this section, unless written notice 
of, the illtention to call evidence thereol has been served on the ac
cused at least seven clays before the commencement of the trial, to 
gether with reasonable particulars of the COllviction or association 
intended to be proved." 

6. After section 565 of the said G)de, the following section shall 
be inserted namely :-

i,~565-A. (1) When any person is convicted of an offence punish· 
wte' under Chapler VI of the IlIlian Penal Code, the Court may, if 
it .. thi!l~.j fit.~t the li111. e of p~ssing sentence on such person, orde. r him, 
on hIlJ.I~.'e after~y~ expiration of such sentence, to eX-E:jlte a 
~nd ,!ith sureties foy bis good h~haviour so far as of offences under 
Ch~ VI . of the said Code are concerned, for ouch period 110t ex
~eedmg'twQtears as it thinks fil." 

(2) An order under sub-section (1) may also be made by an 
Appellate Court or by the High Courtwlien exercising its powers of 
revision. 

(3) If the Court makes an order under subsection (I), it sha:ll 
further direct that: until the person who is the subject of the order 
furnishes the required security, such persoll shall notify to the Local 
Government or to such officer as the Loca.l Government may by 
general (.r speciar order appoint in this behalf, his residence and 
a.ny change of residence after release for the period for which seCl,l
rity is required, • 
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. "{4'), Wbereany persol'lis undersln : o~lig'litionto notify, in a~eor; 
dance with tbeprovisions of sub'~section (3), his residence and anY' '' 
cbange ,of residencea£ter release, the Local Government may by . 
order in writing direct that such person-

(8) shall not enter, reside or remain in any area specified in the 
order, 

(b) shall reside or remain in any area in British India so speci
fied, and 

(c) shall abstain from addressing public meetinll's for the further
ance Qr discussion of all)' snbjt:ct likely to cause disturbance or pub
lic excitt:ment, or of any poli tical sl:bject or for the distribution of 
any wriling or printed matter relating to any such subject. 

(5) Any person refusing or lIeglecting to comply with any direc. 
tion under sub-section (3) or any order under sub.section (4), shan 
be punishable as if he had. committed an offence under section 176-
of the Indian Penal Code. 

(6) If the conviction is set aside on appeal or otherwise all or. 
ders made under Iht: provisions of this section shall become void. 

Explanation,-In this sub-section the expression "public meet
ing" has the same meaning as is assigned to it by section 3 of the' 
Prevention of Seditious Meetings Act 19I1. 

7. In Schedule II of the said Code in the entries relating to 
Chapter VI, after the entry relating to section I24A, the entry con..; 
tained in the Schedule shall be inserted. 

THE SCHEDULE. 
I 2 3 4 

Section Offence Whether Whether 
Police warrant 

5 6 7 
Whether \\'hether Punishment By 'whaf' 
Bai lable compound C'li¥t 
or not able 'Ilble 

or not 
mayor sum· 
arrest mons 
without shall 
warrent ordinarily 
or not iS5ue 

1248 Posses- Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto Impri
sonmellt 
for l yri 
and 

Ditto 
6ion of 
sediti-
ous Do-
cuments fine 



The Criminal Law 
Emer&rency Powers Bill. 

THE MAIN ROWLATT BILL 

THE SECOND BILL. 

The second Bill which is intended to make provision in special 
eircumManrf-'9 to supplement the ordinary Criminal Law! and for 
the exercise of emergency powers by Government, runs thus: 

BILL NO. II OF 1919. 

Whereas it is expedient to make provision that, in speCial 
'tircumstances, the ordinary criminal law should be supplemented 
and emergency powers should be exercisable by the Government; 

and whereas the previous approval of the Secretary of State in 
Council has been accorded to the making of this law; it is hereby 
enacted as follows :-

I. (I) This Act may be called the Criminal Law (Emergency 
I?'rc:rs) Act, 19!9· 
" eJ ' '('2) It extends to the whole of British India. 

2. ,",,(1 ' In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the 
sul)ject or context,-

"Chief Justice" means the] udge of highest rank in a High 
Court ; 

"The Code" means the Code of Criminal Procedure, 18)/8; 
"High Court" means the highelt Court of Criminal appeal 

or revision for any local area: 
"Offence against the Slate" means any offence under Chapter 

VI of the Indian Penal Code, and any attempt or conspiracy to 
commit. or any abetment of, any such offence; and 

"Scheduled offence' means any offence specified in the Schedule,. 
(2) All words and expressions used in this Act alld defined iii 

the Code," and not herein before definl'd, shallbe deemed to have: 
the meanings respectively attributed to them in the Code. 



3 . .. If the GovemoT Genei'lll ' lit CO\lncil· is satisfied that s~he;. 
duled offences are prevJlent ' in the who.le or any part of British 
India, aad that it is expedient in the interests of the public safety to 
:provide f()r the speedy trial of such offences, he may, by notifica
tion in the "Gazette of India," make a declination to that effect, 
and thereupon the provisions of this Part shall come into force 
in the area specified in the notification. 

4. (I) Where the Local Govetllment is of opinion that the 
trial of any person accuse<l of a scheduled offence should be hel.d 
in accordence with lhe provisions of this Part, it may order any 
officer of Government to prefer a written information to the Chief 
Justice against such person. 

(2) No order under sub-section (I) shall be made in respect 
of, or be deem~d to include, any person who has been committed 
under the Code for trial before a High Court, but, save as 
aforesaid, an order under that sub-section may be made in respect 
of any scheduled offence whether snch offence was committed be- · 
fore or after the issue of the noti/ication under s{ ction 3. 

(3) The information shall state the offence charged and so far . 
as known the name, place of residence, and occupation of the 
accused, and the time and place when and where tht' offence is 
alleged to have been committed and such other facts Vlithin the 
knowledge of the prosecution as shall be reasonably sufficient to 
enable the accused to meet the accusation. 

(4) The Chief Justice may by order reqnire any information 
to be amended so as to supply further particulars of the offent, 
char- ged to llie accused, and shall direct a copy - of -the info,r .. , 
mation, or the amended information as the case may be, to t>e. ' 
served upon the accused in such manner as the Chief Justice 
may direct. 

S. Upon such service being effecteri, and on application duly 
made to him, the Chief Justice shall nominate three of the High 
Gourt Judges (htireinafter referred to as the Court) for the trial of 
the information and shall fix : date for the commencemenl of tbe 
trial: 

Provided that when the total number of Judges of the High 
Court does not exceed three , the Chief Justice 1Ihall nominate not 
more than :two such Judges, and shall c'lmplete the Court b,v the 
nomination oione or, if necessary, two persons of either of the ' 
follol'i'!ng classes, namely :r-

-(a) .persons who have served as permanent Judges of .thc.: 
Nigh C9urt; or 
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Court, perso,ns who are JudgesofthatH,igh court. 
6. The Court mays1t for the wh9le or any partofa tiialat: ; 

such place or places in the province as it may consider desirable: 
Provided tbat the GovernQr General in Council if he is satisfiecf ' 

that such a COurse is expedient in the interest of jU,stice, may. by· 
notification in the "Gazette of India" direct that the Court shall' 
sit for the whole or any part of 8 trial at such place or places as 
he may specify in the notification, . 

7. The provisions of the Code shalt apply to proceedings under 
this Part, in so far as they are not inconsistent with the provi
sions therein contained. and such proceedings shall be deemed to 
be proceedings under the Code, and the Court shall have all the 
powers conferred hy the Code on a Court of Sessions exercising ori
ginal jurisdiction, 

S. The tria! shall be commenced by the reading of the infor
mation and thereafter the Court shall, subject to the provisions of 
this Part in trying the acused, follow the procedure prescribed by the 
Code for the trial of warrant cases by Magistrates. 

9, If a chan~e is framed the accused sbaJl be entitled to ask· for 
an adjourIlment for tcn days or any less period that he may specify 
and the Court shall comply with his request. 

10. The Court shall be r~quired to make a memorandum only 
of the substance of the evidence at each witness examined and subject 
to the adjournment provided for by section 9, shall not be hound to 
adj~;)Urr. any trial for any purpose, unless such adjournment is in its 

;,ppinion necessary in the interests of justice, . 

, ~, "I i. T~e .Court, if it is of opinion ~hat such a ,course is necess~r! 
In ·the .publJc Interest or lor the protection of a witness, may prohIbit 
'" restrict in such way as it may ciirect, the publication or disclosure 
of its proceedings or any palt of its proceedings. 

J J. (I) No questions shall he put by the Court to the accused in 
the course of trial under this Part until the close of the case for the 
prosecution. There<1.fter, and before the accused. enters on his de
tence. the Court shall call upon him ttl state whether he intenda to 
give evidence on (,ath or not, and ~hall at the same time inform Ilim 
that if he does so, he will be liable to cross-examination. Unless the 
accused then states .lhat he intends to give e\'idence on oath, the Court 
may at any time thereafter question the accused generally on the 
case in accordance wilh the provisilHlS of section 353 of the Code. -: 

(:r) If, when so called upon, the accused states that he intend,sto; 
give tvidence on oath, the Court shall not at any subseqeDtecag~i' 
put any question to him. . 
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iPrOYided ·that it\the ac:Cit~edd~t~so give eVidence.thetiXS 

tbewitnesses for the defence have been,eX8lllined, the Court.· •.....•..•... "i 
question the accused ,.generaU¥on the case in accordance withthiI 
provisions of the said sedion. 

(3) If the accused gives evidence on oath, the followingrule~ 
shall be observed in regard to his cross-examination, namely :~ ... , 

(a) He may be asked any question in cross examination notwitw.. 
standing that it would tend to criminate bimas to the offenco 
charged. 

(b) He shall not be asked, and if ask.,ed shilll not be required to 
answer, all)' question tending to show that he has committed or beea 
convicleo of, or has been charged with, any offence other than that 
wilh whh:h he is then charged, or has a bad character unless-

(i) proof that he has c')mmitted or been convicted of such other 
offence is admissible in evidence to show that he is guilty of tbO' 
offence with which he is then charged, or 

(ii) witnesses for the prosecution have been cross· eXimined wit .. 
a view to establish his own good character, or,he has given evidence' 
of his character, or the nature or the conduct of the defence is such 
as to invdlve imputations on the character of the witnesses for tho 
prosecution, or 

(iii) he has given evidence against any other person charged witb 
the same offence. 

f 3. If the accused or anyone of the accused calls and examineif' 
any witnes~, the right of final reply shall lie with the proseclJ1;ijim, blJ.~ 
in all other cases with the accu,ed : 

Provided that the examination of an accused·a8:~wkn~." 
not of itself confer the right of filial reply on the prosecut", 

14. In the event of any difference of opinion between the 'ftlem. 
bers of the Court the opinion of the majority shall prevail. 
. I;. If in any trial under this Part it is preved that the accus,d 

has committed any offence, whether a scheduled offence or not, tIN! 
Court may convict the accused of that offence although he was not 
charged with it. • 

16. The Court may pass upon any person convicted by it any 
sentence authorised by law for tire punishment of the offence of 
which sucb person is convicted, and, no ordet of confirmation sha.lt 
be necessary in the case of any sentence passed by it. 

17. The judgment of the Court shaH be final and c~nc1u$ir. 
and, notwithstanding tbeprovisions of the Code or of any otberlltW 
for the time being in force, or of any thing having the force allaw/ 
bywhatBoever authority made or done, there shall be no appeal fro'", ' 
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a,l!)' order or sentence of the Court,and 11(') High Court maU have 
,aUthority to revise any suck order co sentence to transfer any 'cae 
from such Court, or to make any oraer ~er_.section 491 of t~ 
Code or have any jurisdiction of any kind in respect of any procee
dings under this Part: 

Provided that nothing ih this section shall be deemed to affect 
ihepowers of the Governor-General-in Council or of the Local Go
~~nmellt to make orders under section 401 or 402 of the Code in 
respect of any person sentenced by the Court. 

18. (I) Notwithstanding 11l1ything to the contr ary contained in 
the Indian Evidence Act, i872 where-

(a) tbe statement of any person has been recorded by a Magis
tt!'-te, and such statement has been read over and explained to the 
person making it, and has been signed by him, or 

(b) the statement of any person has been recorded by the Court 
but such p~rson has not been cross-examined, such statement may 
be admitted in evidence by the Court if the person making the same 
is dead or cannot be found or is incapable of giving evidence, and 
tche Court is of opinion'that such death, disappearance or incapacity 
'has been caused in the interests of the accused. 

(2) Depositions recorded under section 5 (2 of the Code may, in 
the circumstances specified in that section; be given in evidence at 
the trial under this Part of an accused. ' 

19 Tne Chief Justice may from time to time make rules pro
,Viding Jor-

'(t)1'he appointment and powers of a President of the Court' 
~, •• , "d.,..tbe procedure to be adopted in the event of any judge of the 
Court bei1~ prevented from altenliing throughout the trial of an ac
cused. 

(2) Any matters which appear to him necessary for carfj'ing 
into effect or supplementing the provisions of this Part prelimina
;ry or ancillary to trials. 

PART II. 
20. If the Governor General-in-Council is satisfied that move 

ments which are in his opinion likely to lead to the commission of 
o.ffences against the State are being extensively promoted in tbe 
whole or any part of British India, he may by nOlification in tbe 
"Gazette of India" make a declaration to that effect and thereupon 
die provisions of this Part shaH come into force in the area specified 
in the norification. 

:at. (I) Where in the opinion of the Local Govemment, there 
.are reasonable grounds for believing that any person is or .bas bee" 
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~\ivety c()n~rned . in' suc~ '.~a inanvmovetfientof the' nat~5~ 
ferr,ed tl) ~n!lecti,maothe. L.1cal Govedlment may, by01'derJ.~ 
writing conta.ining l\ d~~ration to that efftlct, give all or anyofl~ 
foU.)\ving direction" namely: that such 'person-

(a) shall. within such period as may be specified in the ord~ti 
execute a bond with or without sureties to be of gOl)d behavi·our 
f"r such perlo:i not e!Cceeding one year as may be so specified; 

(b) shall notify his residence and any change of reside~ce to 
such authority as may be so specified; 

(c) shall remain or resioe ill any area ,in British India so sped.., 
fied, provided that, if the area so specified is outside the pro"i~e' 
the concurrence of the Local Governmet of that area to the making 
of the order shall first have been obtained; 

( t) shall ab3tain from any act SI) specified which, in the opi~ 
nion of the Local G')vernment, iR calculat~d to disturb the publi~ 
p~ace or is prejudical to the public -;afety j and ' 

(e) shall report hinHelf to the police at such periods asma:y: 
be so specified 

(2) Any order under clauses (b) to (c) may aho be made to 
take effect lIpon 'aefault by th~ person concerned in complying 
with an order under clause (a) 

zz. An order made under section 21 shall be served on the 
person in respect of wh0U1 it is made in the manner provided in 
the Co:ie for s~rvice of summons, and upon such servicd such 
person shall be deemed to have due notice thereof. 

23. The Local Government and every officer of Government 'IJ. 
whom a copy of any order made under section Z I may be direlire.4t 
by or un:ler the general or special authority of the Local Gov.$!r~:~ 
ment, m'ilY use any and every means to enforce complicnce - 'vit~:; 

"the same. . .. ; 
24. An order made under section 2 I shall only continue, ini 

force for a period of one month, unl~ss it is extended by the Local 
Government as hereinafter provided in this Part. 

25; (I) When the Local Government makes an order und~{ : 
section 2', such GOVt:rnm~nt shall, as soon as may be, forward to· 
the investigating authority to be constituted under this:Act, a <;oncise 
statement in writing setting forth plainly the grounds on whichth~. 
Government considered it!1eCessary that the order should be made 
and shall lay before the investigating authority all material fat • 

. and ,circumstances in its possession ill support of its action. 
(z) The jnve8tigatin~ authority shall then hold an inquiry . ~~· 

ca~e~Jertbepurpose\ ot · ascertaining what, in Hsopinion, h.y,i~ 
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regard to the facts 'and circumstances adduced be the Govern'men~, 
~ppears against the person in respect oJ whom the order has bee'n 

' made. Such authority shall in every. cas,ullow the person in 
question a reasonable opportunity of appearing befote it at some 
stage of its proceedings and shall, if he so appears, explain to him 
t,ne nature of the charge made against him and shall hear any ex
planation he. may have to offer and may make such further investi· 
gation (if any) as appears to such authority to be relevant and rea
sonable : 

Provided that the inv~stigating authority shall not disclose to 
the persOIl whose case is before it any fact the communicatifln of 
which might endanger the public safety or the safety of any indivi
dual: 

Provided further that nothing in this suh-section shall be deemed 
.to entitle the per30n in question tn appear or to be represented 
befure the investig<l.ting authority by pleader nor shall the Local 
GOI'crnment be so entitled. 

,: '(3) Subject to the provisions of sub section (2) the inquiry shall 
be conducted in such-manner as the investigating authority considers 
best suited to elicit the facts of the case; and in making the inquiry 
such authority shall not be bound to observe tlre. rules of the law 
of evidence. 

(4) On the completion of the inquiry, the investigating autho
rity shall report in writing to the Local Government the conclusions 
at which it has arrived. 

(5) 1£ the investigating authority has not completed the inquiry 
within the period for which the duration (If the order is limited by 
sectfon 24. slich authority may recoll1meud to the Local Government 
that the period of duration of tht! order shall be extended for such 
period as it may c()nsider necessary, and on such a recommenda
tion the Local Government may extend the duration of the order 
according!),. 

26. (I' On receipt of the report of the investigating authority, 
the Local Government may discharge the order made under section 
2t , or may pass any order which is authorised by the terms of that 
section: 

Provided that-

(a) any ordcr so passed shal.! recite the finding of the investi. 
gating authority; and 

(b) a copy of such order shall be furnished to the person in res
pect of whom it is made. 

(3) No order made under subsection (1) shan continue in 
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fotcefo( more'thanoney(!ltt. from th'e date'()nwblehit_f'lI~ 
but the l.<>cal·· Government may, if it is satisfied that such a '. c~ 
is necessary in the int~sts ~f the public safety, on the t;,xpire oilt"" 
such order again mak~ny order ill respect of the person to whoRl 
it related which is authorised by section 21. 

(~) No order made under sub-sectioll(l) shall continue I .. 
force for more than one year from the date on which it was made', 
but on its expiry may be renewed by the Local Government for a 
further period not exceeding one year: 

Provided that ~.n/ order so made or renewed may, at a~y time, be 
discharged, or may be altered by l.he substitution of any other order 
authorised by section 21, and in that case no further reference to the 
investigating authority shall be necessary, 

27. if any persC>n t.\ils to comply with, or attempts to evade, 
any or,ler (otiler tlnn an odeI' to furnish security) made under the 
provisions of section 21 or section 26, he shall be punishable with lnl' 
prisonment for a term which may extend to six months, 01' with fil)e 
which may extend to one tbousand rupees, or with both. 

28, The provisions of section 514 of the Code shaH apply to 
bonds executed U1HI.~r the provisiolls of this Part, with .this modifica .. 
tion that the powers conferred by that section on the Court shall be 
exerciscable by any District l\1agi!;trate or Cbief Presidency 1\Iagis
trate, on npplication made on bebalf of the Locai Government. 

The Investigating Authority. 
29. (I) The Local Government shall appoint one or more' in. 

vesligatlng authorities for the purposes of this P~rt. 

(2) Every investig"ting authority shall be appointed by order itt 
writing, and shall consist of three persons. of whom one shaU be" 
person having held judicial ufiice not inferior to that of a Distrl.c.t 
and Sessions Judge, and one shaH be a person not in the service Of 
the Crown in India. . ., 

(3) . The Local Government may by a like order appoint persons 
to fill casual vacancies occurring by reason of death, resignation"! 
office or otherwise on any investigating authority, but in so doing 
shall observe the provisions of sub-section (2). 

30 The Local Government shall by order in writing appoin~ 
such persons as it thinks fit to be Visiting Comn1ittees for the pur
poses of this Part and shall by rules prescrfue the functions whicltt 
these Committees shall exercise: 

Provided that. in making such rule~ provisions shall be madef~ 
periodical visits to persons undtr the provisions of this Part. 

Provided further that a penor} in respect of whom an order hi .. 



xiv ROWLATT BILL NO. [lMpCOU"CIL 

been made under section % ( or section 26 requIring him to abstain 
from any specified act, or to report himself to the police, shaH not .be 
deemed to be under restrai nt fo r the purposes of this section. 

31. ( I) ' T he Local Govern men t may m e rules provid ing for 
the procedure to be 10Howed regardi ng the notification of residence 
and reports to the police by persons in respect of whom orders have 
been made under bection 2 1 or section 26. 

(2) All lules made under sub·section ( I) shaH be published in 
the loca! official Gazette, and on such publication shall have effect as 
if enacted in this Part. 

Part 1I I 

32 . If the Governor· General in Council is satisfied that sche
duled offences have been or are being committed in the whole or any 
part of British Indi!l to such an extent as to endange r tht: public 
safety he may by notification in the "Gazette of India, " make a dec
laration to that effect, and thereupon th e prOvisions of this Part shall 
come into for ce in the area specified in the notification . 

33. ( I) Where in the opinion of the Local Govenment, there 
are reasonable grounds for believing that any person has been or is 
concerned in such area in any scheduled offence. the Local Govern· 
ment may make in respect of such person any orde r authorised by 
section 21, and may further by order in writing di rect-

(a) the arrest of any such person without warrant; 
(b) the confinement of any such per on in such place and under 

such conditions and restrictions as it may specify; and 
(c) the search of any place specified in the order which, in the 

opinion of the L ocal Government, ha bee n, is be ing, or is about to 
b e, u ed by any such person for any purpose perjudicial to the pub. 
lic safety . 

, (2) The arrest of any person in pursuan ce of an order under 
clause (a) of sub·section (1) may be eff<!c ted at any place where he 
may be found by any police ot11cer or uy an)' other offic~r of Govern
ment to WhOlll the urder may be d irected. 

(3) An order for confinement under clause (b) or for search un
der clause (c ) of subsection I may be ca rried out by any officer of 
Government to whom the order may be directed, and such 0ffieer 
may use any and every means to enforce the same. 

34. Any person making an ar rest in pursuance of an order un
der clause (a) of eetion 33 (1) shall forthwith report the fact to the 
Local Government and, pending receipt of the orders of the Local 
Government , may by order in wriling commit any per on so arrested 
to uch custody as tbe Local Government may by general or special 
order peeify in this behalf : 



lB. IY] EM GENey POWERS BILL 
Provided that no per on shall be detained in such custody for 

period exceeding fifteen day. 

3 5. An order for e. ch of any place issued under the searcb 
provision of clau e (c) f section 33 (,) shall be deemed to be 
a w rrant i ued by the District Ma~istrnte having juri diction in 
the place specified therdn, and shall be u(ficient authority for the 
eizure of anything found in such place which the per on executing 

the order ha reason to believe is being u eLI or is likely to be used 
for /lny purpo e prejudicial to the public afety, and the provi ion 
of the Code 0 far a tbey can be made applicable shall apply to 
searche made under th e auth riL.v of any such order and to the dis
po al of any prope/!y eized in any such search. 

36. \ here an order (other than an order for a rrest of search) has 
been made und r section 33. the provis on of section 22 to z6 hall 
apply in the ame way as if the order were an order made under 
section z '. save that on receipt o f the report of the inve tigating au
tBorit)" the Local Guvernment may, ubject LJ the co nd ition prescri
bed by section 26,make any orner which is authori ed by section 33, 
and ections 22 to 26 and 28 to 3 shall be deemed to be included 

_in this Part 
37. If any person fails to comply with , or atte mpts to evade any 

order made under section 33 or section 36 other than an order 
to furnish security, he shall be punishable with imprisonment for a 
term whieh may extend to one year. or with fme, or with both. 

Part IV. 

38. ( I) On the expiration of the Defence of India (Cri minal 
Law Amendment) Act, 191 S, every person in respect of whom an 
order under rule 3 of the Defence of India (Consolidation) Rule, 
' 915. was in force immediately before the expiration of that ct, 
and who has in the opinion of the Loc,, 1 Government been concer
"ed in any scheduled offenc!', or who is on buch expiration in COQ

finement in accordance WIth the provisions of the Bengal State 
prisoners Regulation, 1918, Shall be deemed to be a person resident 
in an area in which a not ification under section 3' is in force and 
the provisions of Part III shall apply to every uch person accor
dingly, save that no reference to the investigating authority shall be 
nece sary. 

(2) On the expiration of the Ingre s into India Ordinance, 
'9'4, as continued in force by the Emergenc" Legi~lalion Continu
ance Act, '915, any person in respect of whom an order was in force 
immediately before such expiration under eetion 2 of the Ordin
al1ce read \lith clause (b) or clause (c) of sub-section (3) of section 
3 of the Foreign&rs Ordinance, 1914, shall be deemed to be a per
son re ident in an area in which a notilicalion under section 20 
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a notifica,&ion iS5ued under section 3 or section 20 

32 is cancelled, such cancellation shall 1I0t affect any 
, investigation or order commenced or made under tbis Act, and 

trial, investigation or order may be continued or enforced, 
the r.ompletion of any such investigation, any order which 

otherwise have been made or may be made and enforced, all 
notification had not been cancelled. 
(1) An order made under P,\rt II or Part !If d irecting a 
to remain or reside in any area in British India outside the 

in which such Part is in force shall be as valid as and enforce
in like manner as if such Part were in force tbroughout British 

d that, if the arre t is made outside ·tlle province of the 
Government which made the order, tfle report required by 

34 shall be made to t t Local Govrnment and the period 
ntion limited by proviso to that section shall be extended to 
day~. 
. No order under this Act shall be called in question in any 

and no lIit or pro ecution or other legal proceeding shall 
any per on fo"r anything which is in good faith done or 

d to be done under this Act. . 
All powers given by this Act shall be in addition to, and 

n derogation of, any other powers conferred by or under any 
nt, and all such powers may he exercised in the same man
by the same aUlhori'ty as if this Act had not been pagsed. 

THE SCHEDULE. ' . 
~ #.' 

(See section z.) 

Any offence under Chapter VI and section 131 and 132 of 
ian Pp.n1l1, Code : 

Any of the following offences, if, in tbe opinion of Govern
such offc:nce i connected with any movement endangering 

arety of the late, namely :-
(a) any offence under sections 148, 153A, ~oz, 304, 307, 

236, 3 27 31 9 33' 333, 385 386 387 39 3 393 3Y4 395 
397 398 399 400, 40 1 402 43 1 435 436 <37 4\8 440, 
455 457 45 8 459 460. and 506 of the Indian Penal Code; 

any offence under the Explo ive Sub- ections Act, J 908 ; 
any offence under. eclion 20 of the Indian Arms Act 1878 
Any atlempt or conspiracy to commit t>r any ",betment 

of the above offences. 


