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lntrod.nctlon 
The late unhappy' disturbances in the Punjab owe their origIn; 

as is now well kll()~vn, ostensihly to the Rowlall Act, or the Black 
act as it is more popular\" called in this countr)'. but the root-cause 
lies very deep in the system and procedure of Government on Qlle 
side and popular institutions on the other. The groulld of quarrel 
was this· Government said that they must have repressive powers 
to enable them to carryon the govern,"ent; Indian leaders said 
that that was an insult to India which she did not merit after what 
she had done in the late War; that Illdi.\ had had enough of ~
pression and the conclusion of peace was looked forward for amelio
rating measures and not unnecessary. repression. Had the issue 
been really so simple the solution would have he.n soon found, 
but there was in reality much behind the open protestations on 
both sides. On one side victory gave scope for the ~ent Of 
an arrogant superiority long nurtured flY tralEtion. but kept 
in Ilee'jy restraint before the German menace, and on the 
other "the final triumph of a good cause against the bui, as demons.. 
traled in the late w,.r, heartened even the most timid to assert his 
due even unto bitter struggle and suffering. 

Indian polil.Jc"I history in the first half of tllis decade and hack 
:i~ a hjs~pry of anarchism, that of the second, the history of repres
sion. Anarchism ill India in recent years has been the cffp.ct of 
derelict aspirations tollolVing an ideal of nationhood evoh'cd out 
,A econl)mic and racial cornering by the world at large. As time wears 
on the lind"erlying idea is spreading over the masses and percolating_. 
through the clas&es. Repression has been the. result of wanto£ 
agility in a "too wooden. too iron, too antediluvian" .eat 
to take the lead and anticipate the next move in 3' 
India. An alien government steadily grown to power 
armlj deals with the people as if they are so many masseS of 
human £I<::sh and Cltl not catch the spirit wl*:h humanises them. 
Power, especially when It is well-established, curiously 
~nf}ugh fajl~ to a.ppreciate genl1rosity and do justice- until'tt spends 
i~~elf .• ]~ is impussihle ~ dethrone it unle~s it has to lie down 
verfQr,ce trtr~gi} sheer exhaustion. Thus the Kaiser was neVer 

'¢~quered j he t;pent himself. Perhaps this explains why in India 
a(;~of justice and generosity never comGl unless in the heelsof. 
<dire calamity. In Bengal the Curzonian paIicji~ of edivlde el iruptl'¢ 
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lashed up the peo~le into a stlle.af frenzy, and 0 this was met by 
that type of ruthlessness which is better known as Fullerism -in East 
Be'lgal. It was after the full force of repression was spent upon 
dismembered Bengal that the crud wrong was righted and the 
Royal annulment of the partition brought in its train many generous 
acts of His Majesty towards his Indian' subjects. In the events of 
~h~ Punjab which is engaging public atlention now many montts 
'we see the same tale retold, though now with a vehemence and 
fleetness reminiscent of Prussianism and its c~ltapse. The follow 
tng 'pages give a cursory view of fhe events which led up to the 
Rowlatt Act and the agitation which it brought forth ~nding with the 
lamentable events of th~ Punjab of last April . 

. The year 19r6 is memorable in the history of Indian P .. litics. 
That year ~aw the union of the Indian National Congr~ss and the 
Muslim league, the two great political organisations of the ,ountrr 
vQ,icing the inchoate politica.l consciousness of the people. The 
joint sessions of the COI1KreSS and tbe League held at r ,ucknow 
put forth identical demands for a constitution of India ba~,!<1 partly 
on the Dominion principle of Self-Government. About thi, lime 
Europe was tatting the "Mailed fist ., of the Kaiser and the British 
Empire was perilously thrciltened. The Domini{)ns rallier l to the 
Mother-Country, ann India rallied to Hritain no less. f\t Oil,' st:1W' 
it was onl}" the I •• dian army which saved the British lines by raking 
the. German thrust upon itself. India's loyal response to tl.e Et:ipirt"s 
call aroused ae grateful echo in the hearts of the British {'nolie. 
and British Ministers solemnly pledged the Eml'\ire's gratitude. All 
thi~ might}' 'effort 0Ll the part of the Empilc requin:d some cl~.cil 
word and platitudes to keep it going; and such \"ords as 'sd:
determination', 'right is might', 'inviolahility of small nation", 'scrap 
of paper', ltc, came to he freely bandied. ()ucstions of readjust 
ment otten 2rose,-some relating to post war schemes to suit a hetter 
world, and some to settle the relalioTlsllip between the Do.minions 

and Britain. lnltian poJiticalthollght llalurally bent inwarrl~ and there 
came to be a searchi~g for India's position in the new world-adjust 
menlo. Tn!o' atmosphere was conceived the Indian Home Rule 
Movement. .' h spread' v~ry fast in Madras under l\Ir~, Besant~' and' 
in Bombay an the Central Provinces under Lokmanya :iJak. From 
all sides public consciousness as to rn,da's legil.ima1c positioll in 
the Empire was rising, and it was quite app,u~nt that this rising 
tide had s~chow to be met by those in \;har~e of India's destiny. 
Towards tlie c1os~ of I~16 nineteen lnl!ian members of the ViC;roy's 
legislative Council formulated a deman4 on behalf of India of a' 
del'l.nite constitution based on the idea of Dominion Se'f-Govern .. 
ment. This is now famolls as the "Memo. of the Nineteen." The 
Congress and th~ Le<fgue were at the back and so (00 the Home· 
R.ule movement. 
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Immediatelyafter the Lucktlow tntenle of tlte Congress and tbe' 

League', the Home Rulers pressed theIr campaign so vigorou~ly 
that in a short time the whole country was organised into forril id
able camps of propaganda Mortl and more the public came to know 
how the A llies were avowedly fighting in defence of the rights of 
slJIall and weak nations, how the world wai going to accept the 
creed tJf self-dete'mination for all natiom, big or small. how dem<t
cracy and goverllm~nt by popular opinion was to be adopted every 
where; and people ~uerrie(i ('where is IndIa?" The humiliating 
treatment of Indians in the British Colonies, specially in the Cape 
and Canad;!, were brought in sad contrast to India's huge Iond 
devoted contribution to the war. 

In the turmvil of war and the e\'er-threatening German invasion 
government rost their ba ance. There was disorganisation on all sidell, 
there was bungling in every department, and the blunt Briton went 
about his business as tactlessly <is ever. Tbe high tide of Inditn 
aspirations met not vents for their partial realisation but infructuous 
and illtimed advise, rebuke. and repressi')n. Early in 19 t 7 Govern
ment published the long expected Report of the J,!ublic Services 
Commission. From tl.e Indian view point it was a miserabl~ 
and miserly document not worth a hundredth pHt of tbe 
time and mOlley spent on il. Mr (now Sir) Justice' Ahdur 
Rahim who sat on the commission wrote a v~y le~gthy Note 
of Dis¥nt setting- out in the main all that Jndian pol~!y had been 
dp.manding for the last few rears. About this time came 10 light 
the notorious l\T1~sopotamean mudelle. The Indian l;:xpediticnary 
force in l\Iesopotami~ was under the Govt. of hHlia, but such was the 
confusion into which that affair was kept that the whole army hroke 
down an~ had to retire before the enemy. A Ctimmission was duly 
appointed ;!nd it scatliingly attacked the Govt. of Indja. The 
matter was the subject of heated debate in tbe House of Commons. 
It \Va!! in.this debate that :'ITr. Montagll, therl an unofficial M. P. 
delivered his historic i"dictment of the Govt of lndii\~ "The Govt. 
ot India is too wooden, too iron, 100 inelastic, 1100 antediluvian, to 
be of any use for modern purposes." In that Heport~ommilllder 
Wed~()od, l\I P. who was a member of the Commi.». strongly 
advocated a complete Home Rule for India as the only way to stop 
the ~npard()nable l;QismanagemeOl of important affairs of State. 
Needless to say the"Report was a triumph to Indian Home I<ulers 
and vindicated their propagancla in a very convincing. mantier. 

Whl,le the Home Rule propaganda was spreading and getting 
accession of strength from within and outside, riuts took pla(,:e 
in. Behar ill the indigo districts. The European planters had 
for· some '.ime past "'been levying oppressive taxes on the indigo
cuItiltatClrswho in despair adopteel passive

a 
,.resliltancc on the 

advice of Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi himself Wen! to Champa Ian 
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-9 enquire into theogrievances of. the ryots but the European 
·~.gi8trate of the place imprisoned bim for reasons best known 
'to:h1mself. This act of flagrant high-handedness at once roused 
the whole countty and there was such an agitation over the affair 
that the Behar Govt. had to accommodate the Mahatma, appoint 
a c.:lmmittee of enquiry and ameliorate the condit;ons of the ryo~. 
!ild!>ely following upon this agitation was one raisec by an intempe-
tate, sordid ane' undignified attack on lndia~lorah; IH' the European 
Principal of the Presi,lency College, Calcutta, ill a speech delivI'red 
to his students 011 a social function. 

While there was no one in authority in India to !,rasp the si lua-
tion and lean the growing storm into a worthy channel the reaction
aryand highly uJlsympatbetic Governments of Madras 'mel Punjab 
delivered in the middle of the year IlJl7 ill-conceived attacks on 
th. Home Rule Movement. This gave rise to a suspicion that 
Government was about to embark upon a camp~igl\ of repressioll 
with the object of stallJ~,eding all political lift.. Xor was the appre
hension altogether unfounded. For. on May 14th 1'}r7 Lord Pent. 
land, Governor~f Madras, once more warned polttical agitators and 
.. month later, 011 June 10th, lie interned ilIrs, Besant with her 
.coadjutllrs, Messrs Arundale and "·adia. 

This w!s ql1i~ an unexpected shock. and the effect, far from 
being what was desired by the governlllellt. was to stiffen \I". 'f'soive 
of the Home kulers to fight Ollt once for all the question whe.her 
self-governm,nt was a legitimale aspiration for India or !lot U Iltor
tlmately for GOvernQlent 1\1 rs. Besant had a follolVillg' and an 
infiu~ncc far beyond official ken, and such a storm '1vas raised over 
this act (not olllY'in IIlr!ia but also in England lind AmtJrica) that 
soon all shades of political opinion in the country united to make 
a solid stand agaill,t this policy of govtrnmelll. Sir Subraman},a 
Aiyar, the vClIerable ex-Chief-] ustice of Madras, whQ t1ad since 
joiner! the H'bme Rule movement as ItS president, wrole to 
Presidt:nt WilSall of.Americ'l, complaining bitterly of the system of 
Governmentlli,n. India where the people are "held in chains, forbidden 
to express .blicly olir desire for the ,ideals presellt(~d in· your 
famous war fllP.Ssagc", where "officials of an alien nation, ~peakil\g a 
foreign tongue, force their will upon us; tltey sail us uf our wealth, 
refuse us educa~i()n, impose crushing taxes without our consent, 
cast thOll(.1\nds .of our people into pri~on for uttering patriotic 
,sentiments.". As a recent instance of roisrule the illternrgent of 
l\~~s. Besar.t, without cbarges and W:tflout trial, hhortly after 
"printing and circulating your war message" was mClltiOlfed, and tie 
Jetter concluded with an appeal that he would "so completely convert 
E)JgJand to you, idells of world liberation" that India r..ay freely 
l~nda~sjstance in the war. 
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This letter was transmittea to Presidem Wilson in July 17 
through Mr. and Mra Henry Hotchner, American tourists In India, 
was published in America about Septeml>er next; and created a 
world sensation. 

With such a tension in the political atmosphere is to be coupled 
dte most wide-spread and uncompromising internment p"li~y 
of the Government In the midst of a great War Government 
could not with clear conscience permit the raising of 
popular feeling On abstruse political dogmas. Dut it was helpless ' 
before the cascade of events which came from unexpected quarten. 
to prove its utter obesity with matters quite incompatible with a new 
world created by the war. Up and down India feeling ran high for 
the great number of young educated Indians interned under the 
the Defen:e of India Act, and tUs gradually came more and more 
to stand in the way of effective recruitlng campaign of 'he 
Government. 

By this time the agitation o\'er the Mesopotamian Campaign in 
England had led Mr Chamberlain, the Secy of State, to resign his 
office and Mr. Montagu, who but a month ago had castigated the 
Government of India, became Secy of State fur India. Soon after 
he made :he famous Declaration of :loth Aug. -'-917 ~nunciating 
the policy of His Majesty's Government with regard to India. The 
result .of this was quickly seen in the shape of d~lwages in the 
heretofore solir! phalanx of Indian Nationalists. It satisfied a 
small section of the people who formed themselves into a Moderate 
party on Sept 15th. The Government of lndilt acting on the advice 
of the Seey. or State removed the restrictions placed upon Mrll. 
Besant a'l<l her lieutenants by I. 'Jrd Pentland of Madras. 

While the political atmosphere of India was gradually clearing 
from circu/llstances arising out of the war, over which neither the 
GovernlJient nor the people had any control, the dtensive intern
ment policy of the Goverument was slowly t!lriving it to an ipevi
table course of action. With the war in hand, with t~ , risinlt tide 
of pepular discontent over the internments ob~tructint recuitment, 
with the persistent moderate demand for a high and trustworthy 
committee to enqyire into internments and into the dark and 
shadowy activities I5"f the C, I. D., Government had no other course 
but to appoint the now Tamouil RowJatt Commilt.te in flIe hope of 
satisfy~g (Jublic opiniou that the internments were really backed by 
a sufficiency of evidem:e. :From time to time both the 'Government 
oj India an~ -the Government of Bengal had been urging the fullest 
assurance that the in~ernments were made after the mO'Jt careful 
consideration by the Executive councils aad tb\t orAers were passed 
after the most searching enquiries. These, however, fa.iJed to 
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~~e popular beliel foanded on the first-hand knowledge of the 
~ple of tne character tl.nd propensitIes of their own countrymen 
je,rv,ing in the " police. The Government of India at last decided 
In December [Q17 to appoint an authoritative committee to investi
I ,a.te in the fullest tn 'inner possible all the evidence bearing upon 
t,bp, Sedition M"vcment in India. The Cornmjtlee appointed inclu<f
ed Mr. Justice RowlaU, a Judge of the Supreme Court of Jlldica
~4re in EIOglan(.I, ' as, president, the C hief J u~tice of Bombay, a 
·puisne Judge from Madras , a Bengali lawyer and an 1. c. S. Th~ 
GQmmittee was directed tl) (I) iO\'(!,ugate and report on th~ nature 
IItJ)d eKtenl of the criminal conspiracies connected "lith the revolu
ti.,,,ary movement in India, and (2) to examine a nd conside r the 
difficulties that had arisen In dealing; with such ctl ll spiracies 
lLl)d to advise as to the Legislation if any necessary to enable 
G:q,verllment to deal dlcctively Wllh thelll. 

For, a tilll<! the l\Ioder.ltes just crystallising were juhilant and 
self-congTatulatinl{ on tileir achi evement. They plume(1 thems '~ l v e~ on 
having induced Government to h end to their wishes in appointing the 
committee. Th'e Nationalist pattI' , h,)wever, always st.lspiciou~ of 
the motive of G.vernrnent, disseminalet! the idea that the Commiuee 
was mer~l)' a move to justify the internments and to tin,! an e~ cuse 
for pe rpetu~tinl! jf,l some pernlanchl fo rm the Ddence of India Act 
to en.lble the nnki:d ,~ to c()ntintl~ to exerc ist: the extensive ar~it;arr 
and emerl!;t:llcy powers acqui red durin g th e war. This suspicJoil 
came to be c ( ~nlirmed whcll the Corn millee. the per'!.;onnel of which . 'as 
strongly criticised as IV'o-Go\' t and unreliahle , began to work behInd 
the public, I 'll camera , It hdd its sillillgs ill Ca!cu\lta , except opty 
a very fevv in Lahore, examined ollly a few witne"cs wholle nalllt:S 
and antecedents were nut discl"~ed, presumably. it was alleged, 
on the recommt:ndations of the police . and halt nothing to go upon 
but the unattestc,l and un cross-examined statements a,ntl repor.ts 
prepared by t?le Secret Service and officials. The Moder"ates also 
ha.d their Illisgivin~~ as to the resull of such an enqlliry. They 
could·noth().wever fall foul of a thing . of their own &eeklllg ancl.",itao 
lUI. I1ltogetherf uneasy conscience not knowing their own min~, ' and 
!eemod to think better of the coming Rdorms 011 which they had 
pinned their great faith. 

After her release Mrs. BesanL tllrned her boundless ellthu~iasm 
and reso~es towards the le~s fortunate iriternees. Of these [he case 
of Meslirs. Muhamad Ali and Saukat A Ii were strongly agitatill!( pub
lic ' mind and embittering Moslem feeling . Govt. howeyer proved 
inexorable. The cruel treatment of other internees brought to Jig+>t 
by Mrs. Besant servediurther to accentuate bitterness against the 
Govt , especiallyeof ~ C. I. D. branch, and by the end of De<:cmber 
19t 7 tbe one figure which commanded the love and esteem of whole 
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India was that of M"s. BeS!WlL. By an· unprecedented and ovet,. 
whelming majority sbe was returned P!lesident of the National 
Congress at Calcutta and it~ deliberation l'Ihowed that the majority 
was determined to disseminate extreme political views, Mr. Montagu, 
the Sec. of State, who had s()me time before come to India in 
connection with the Declarl\tion of 20th Aug. was going to close 
h!s imel'vie,,,s by the middle of January. But more (ban the Monta8u 
mission the internments continued to agitafe popular mind through-
out the length and h~adth of the country. ' 

Case~ of suicide, c~ses of insanity, of torture, of hunger-strike, 
of death from pthisis, and similar ·inhumanitics. amongst the inter. 
nees came to light, and tci crown all, the harrowing tales of the 
Sindhubalas in the February fullowing ~truck the already stdlcen 
people of Bengal dumb wi'h amazement. (F('r the political history 
of this petlod see the Indian Annual Register 1919). For once all 
shades of opinion coalesced in conrlemnatiotl of such inequitJes; 
not excluding most Anglo.Indians, and very weighty com.miUe\!s 
for prott'cting the Civil Rights of the King Emperor's subjects were 
(ormell in Bengal and Madras. 

On April 15 th 1918 the Uowlatl"Committee suhmilteo its report 
and the Government of India published it with some elisions soon 
after the Montagu-Chelmsford Report. As expected the I epo!"t was 
a complete justifkatiofl of the Government. It ·prove'o that the 
ordiniry provi~io\ls of the law were entirely unsuitable for a situation 
sLWh as Guvernment had been callrd upon to face inQ India at the 
begiI,lning of the ·war. It recommended the enactJl]cnt of special 

: measures to deal with the situation when the :Defence of India Act 
~:e.ased to operate. As with al1 re~lricti\"e c()lnmiltees sitting in 
secret, !!O with this committee. the situation which it found was that 
wbich they were made to ~e~ and on that view it did what wa~ most 
natural under the cirCllmsta\lce~. It recommended (1\ punitive 
measur'fs, .viz, those Illeant to secure the conviction of offenders 
and (2) preventive measure8 intended to check the ~read of e.ons
piracy and the commission of crime. 

,:While Indiilns re~ented the ROlVlat.t recommendati(ms !fud felt 
aggfleved over Government attitude, the Anglo-Indians were hilaroull 
wit I,. joy and made political capital of the matter ~s an argument 
against giving any generous reforms to the children of the soil. The 
findings were mach: the basis of extens;ve propaganda work both 
in England and.in India £0 discrt-dit the Secretary €If Slat') for inau
guratlPg a scheme of Reforms for India and to "whittle down" the 
proposal made in the Montagu-Chelmsford Report. The systematic 
.campaign' of Lord Sydenham and coterie, backed by the Anglo~ 
Indian associations of India, trying with their enormous reWurces to· 
prejudice Britons, especially Members of· PailillmCjlt, against Indian 
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~eforms, alarmed alliections of the. people, and exasperated the 
educated Indians for being thus most systematical\,y and meanly 
abused in the English Press. 

The Rowlatt Report was subsequently backed by the issue of an
other rep0rt containing the result.s of similar investigations conducted 
in the dark by a committee consisting of Mr. Justic'~ Beachcroft •• 
Caleutta judge, and Sir Narayan Chand~avarJra.r, the' eminent ex
judge of Bombay. This Committee was specially appointed to 
enquire into the cases of the Bengal Internee'li. It vindicaterl the 
policy of the Government from materials placed at its disposal by 
officials and decided that in Boo nut of B06 cases tbere was every 
ground for detention. and the remaining persons were discharged, 
"not because their innocence was established, but because Ihe orders 
against them were not supported by adequate evidenc~." 

The findings of the Rowlatt Committee were bitterly fesenled 
by ·Indians of a\l shades of opinion. The common ground of 
complaint was that it was one-sided, O1n(1 the strongest objection 
was taken to a callous statement ahout the disbanded Indian 
soldiers, "of w~om there will be large numbers, especially in the 
Punjab, and among whom it may be possible to stir up discc)nt,oent," 
Gracious. sentiment for services gloriously rendered! 

On SepLembe, 33r<l 1918, the Hon'ble Mr. Khaparde mo'erl 
a: resolution in the Imperial Council, Simla, that "This C~lIdl 
recommends t"the Governor· General in Council that the considea"", 
tion and disposal of the Rowlatt report be kept °in abeyance,;lM 
that a thoTOl1gh and searching enquiry be under taken by 
a mixed Committee of ·an equal number of otTlcials an;i non-ofticia1 
Indians into the working of the Criminal IIl4festigation Depllftment, 
including the Central Intelligence Department." 

In moving the resolution Mr. Khaparde's object was to stay 
proceedings on the Rowlat! Report and also to have a public.enqui
ry into the papel'S and reports of the Secret Service upon which the 
Rowlatt Report was ~ased but which Govt. refused to make public. 
His complaint was that the enquiry of the committee was conducted 
in (amera, in secret, and as such, whatever the eminence or impar
tiality of the judges, human nature being what it is, their findings, 
based on the one-sided evidence of the officials. caQ never command 
public confidence. • 

In the tI'Iscussion that followed the official members. chiefly 
Sir Michael O'Dowyer and Sir W. Vincent, greatly warme<f up 
against tbe motion and, as usual, spoke eloquently on the. services 
rendered by the Secret service. Without it the machinery of 
Government, said they,\- would have been greatly damaged. But 
none could meet" the .. mover's arguments. And while the official$ 
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were angry because their pet chUd the Secret ~rvice, was proposed 
to be enquired into, the attitude of the mest important non-official 
P'lembers, such as Messrs. Sastri, Bannerjea, and Sapru-leaders of 
the Moderate party-was non-committal. They were heart and 
soul with the Constitutional Reforms for which they were straining 
ev~ry nerve to put forth the greatest fighting strength, and did not 
care much about the Rowlatt business. Perhaps they did not also 
want to irritate the officials who, it was well known, were very keen 
on the Rowlatt Report. The result was that save one member 
(the Hon. B. D. Sukul) nobody supported and voted with the mover 
and the resolution was dtf~ated by 46 to 2 ! 

PUNJAB BEFORE 19)8. 

Prior tn 1905 the Punjab was as quiet and somnolescent as any 
Bureaucracy could wish. Public life began to stir fir~t in 1905 
amongst the educated classes over the question of the BenL(k1 
Partition-that piece of Curzonian folly of outraging Nationality 
which inflamed nationalist sentiment throughollt India in one leap. 
Shortly after the Punjab Govt. passed the Colonizatio.~ bill depriving 
at one stroke the long vested interefts of Indian settlers in areas 
'once desolate but tranformed into the most beautiful spot in tl~e pro
vince by their own industry. A strong agitation followed aud this was 
suppres~ed by 'force; the editor of the "Punjabee," tne Indian 
paper which advocated the cause of the wretched settlers, was con
victed aud Sf!nt to jail. In 1907 riots occured in Lahore and 
Ra~pindi, people came in conflict with the police .\nd were put 
Qo'-Vn with a forte ~tronger than tht! o~casion required. Without 
f.lD' ameliorati<'n a campaign of repression folhwed which made 
no differt.:nce between high and low, neither between legitim~te and 
illegitimate grievance. Any thing short of fawning, adulation and 
sycoph/lncy was read as sedition. Prominent men. leaders of the 
public, whose only fault was a worth v moral courage, Lala HansraJ 
Sawhney, Li.ljpat Rai, and Ajit SiJ)g~ were deported: And for a 
time repression triumphed and justified itself by killing all political 
agitation on the surface during the years T 910-13. Such' was 
Punia'b as handed over to Sir Michael 0' Dowyer by Sir Denzil 
Ibbetson. In 1914 occurred the sa,d Komagatu Marl! affair and the 
Budgt! Budge shoot~rlg. &veral hundreds of Punjabees. rendered 
homeless and hoperess by the colonization bill, were obliged to 
leave their mother countr}' and embarked for Cana.da, Itned by the 
roseate..prospect of abundant wages and work. They were how
ever not allowed to land by the Canadian Govt. who have their own. 
laws prohibi't,ng Asiatic immigrants. The Punjabees were packed 
back tv India. Tney were coming with desp'air in their hearts and 
a careless spirit of revolt born of that. Read~ 1}g I.ndia they were 
not allowed to land; most of them were suiSpejcts in the eyes .of the 
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G~\'~, who had in their wisdom .in the meantime passed tlte 
lllgress into India Ordinance, re!ltricting the liberty of any person 
c'ntering India. They landed as prisoners and were kept in camp 
at Budge Bud~t:, near Calcutta. under armed guard in readiness for 
being taken over to their Province and interned there. Exasperated 
by ,continued ill ,treatment , tortured all round by adverse circull;l
s,taJtces created as popularly aIlelo\eli by the, Punjab Govt., whiclJ 
however, to say the least, had done not a pai'ti~le of good toward~ 
'their own subjects, these sturdy men of the , Punjab-tile lines: 
,specimens of the Arran race-lost their bead , broke loose inte 
revolt, and the unfortunate Budge Budge riot was tbe result. 

"The "Komagata Maru " episodes marked tbe recrudescence of 
unrest in the Punjab and afforded a pretext to Sir Michad O 'dowyer 
to ask for more "effective power" from the unwilling Grwernment 
of Lord Hanl:nge. During 19r4 and the early part of 1915 
tncistent demands continued to be made for l1. "carte blallche," te 
,deal with the situation and a draft ordinar,ce of a drastic charl\ctel 
was submitted to the Government of India for approval am: 
promulgation. ,At last Lord Hardingfl was compelled to yield and 
tbe Defence of India Act which substatltially embodied the provisiollS 
ot this draft ordinance was hurriedly passed through the lndizri 
CounciL· How this "essent ial war measure" has been used not 
only in the"Punj ,~ out other provinces as well , to deal with matter~ 
wholly unconnected with the war, we itll know. Sir M!ichae! 
O' Dow\'er was not slow to utilise it aDd soon. after reported · itl 
"salutary cffe~t" to the Government of India. :.: "n:\, 

"The years 19'5 t~, 1917 were occupied with various conspirac. 
trials hy special tribunals constituted under the D;fenceof Ind •• 
Act The vern~cular press was ruthlessly suppressed and h't1ndreds 
of persGns were interned under the Defence of India Act or the 
Ingress Orrlir:ance. h was during this perio(\ that LokamanY2 
'filak and Sriit!t Bepin Chandra. Pal were prohibited ' froM 'enterine 
the province lest they should introduce lile virus of Home Rult 
here." (From Con'gress Presidential Address, Amritsar, by Pt. M, 
Nehni ), 

Upon the Row-latt Bill no better commentary from,the Indian , 
'View-point can be presented than that of tht: venet~ble ,'juriSt ~ 
Narayan Chandravarkar ot Bombay, which j~\ reproduced with 
hllmbl~ as~no\Vl~dgm~nts in the following ' pages. 



Sir Narayall Chendravarkar 
80 tl;ae Rowlett Bills, 

Sir Nara.yan ChandraYafkar writiDg to tbe ri"," ~ IttJic,Feb 
11919, on the Rowlatt Bills, says ;-

. The eaae ill. aupport of theM 15m., to far AI I eaII «meei.e it. ie thretifoij. . 
. and mil)' be .tatll<l ... f01101l'1.- . 

, 1. [t ill tr.e that the powe ... under tlae Defenee ef [edit. Act 11'_ taken 1i.1 
tbe Go\,~III;n .. ent from the LegiRlature .. an emer~aoy meuure, limited f.d 
<the period of the war aad for BOlDe months after the Dectaratien lit Peace;; . 
. ~Dt the enforeement of both thepunitiv" and preventive provilliollfl of the Act ' 
,.~8dILJly. the preventive, h~ prayed that suell a law is t~~niy ~~ve 
ftmfdy forli\lllce~8(ully COplDj;t wIth the 8e<'ret and terron .. ng cnme of 
,"viJlutionar:y conspil"1lciP,l. That is tOe tiut necell8ity. 

2. There are 1I0llle htlndredll of r6volutionary interned unde1;,tW 
provieionl. These. jud!(ing from the Rowlatt eooa .. ittce's l'~port, fall u~dft 
,ooe or o~er of two heads :-(1) thOile who have helped Government with 
:iDformation which htu! enabled UII to unrav~1 the revolutionary lIl!Wemeo4 track 
jta CU\l.r~e alld .dett>ct its members, and (2) thOt!e whom internment b&ll nQt 
.mitdernitent . and whOllre therefore still dangerous If both thaole claNJell are 
1et 0 Ill! they JlPuet be on the eJpiry 01. the Defence of Iad,a Act the men 
.of the' 6l'11tclas80 .. ill be eJpoeed to llIiIIas.ination .. t the haneR of the lPOOnd. 
,dus and oihl'1'iI inclined to revolutionar,Y crime I and the meq of thll .~nd , 
.c1UB will continue their cal'eer uf thr.t cnml'tl. Hence the nooell8ity of & 1&w 
'In the lines of the Defence of India Act. That is the llecolld neceeeity. 

3. AnaJ:Chilm hllwever mu(;h limited to a .\lmall number, &111lOmpllred with 
t'be vut JIl,IL"1l 'If pooplt', has come t.o stay in India. jlldging from the 
~perience of these twelve yean or 80; and it is absolutely lY~ry in the 
tintet'ests of peli.OS and order that the Legislature shoqJd arm the Executive 
.with elr,eptwnalpowers t.o deal with thi" exceptional form of cri'me. 

I have endeavoured to put the C&8e for th. Bills aM fltroagly as it can be pqt 
· .. wi,th due regard to the exigenoies of admini.tratKm if) the intertl!lt. of ~ 
4Dd of order. And it is frof9Uhe point of view of these intereet. that the 
.merit. of th_ Bills muwtbe coneidered, I do not pt'oJlOll8 here to copsider thoee 
mtirits 011 the hasill of the principle of H?erty, becaus.e ~igh ju.dieia!, authority 
ill E",land. hIlS held that Bueh 8uifel'mg &Il there I. m the,tllteriRnent of a 
~r,oll .utl~er the . . U~enee ,of. RealV' .A.~t" (wll\eh. ~ A~iu to our Def8DC8 
~. India Act) ."tliOllt a tn .. 1 ,10 the cnmmal court 18 mfhcted for 80Dltlthiy 
~~q)l moon imllOfWlt tian billlbberty OI',~n\"eaienee. n&olel,., for IIIIC. uriaj,. ' 
p:Ilbfie8!1'tety '"nd deWnc6 of the realm. , . ' . . ' " . . , 

. .. ' \ ~at .. fet.y .~d defence ~eing then, t~e para~ol:l.ilt co~id~.~ • . 
jBiwr .' t1~e . mer-It. 9f th4ll8 Billa. I reoognlll8fllDy ~1Ie f01'Cll of. theW" 
~ .lUch I '. hf."e I8tdutaho'fe . .. .--"in,. eu.h cue flH' tile ~aI 
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~tion~ pnlpesed lit the eaid Bille with referenCle' f() their pte'\'entin 
ptovitdonB and tbe remedy of internJne~t. 

But that doell not. in my humble opinion, exhaust the case for the Bills 
the crucial and preJiminary point raised by these bills is,slionld the :r..egi~latu1'lJ 
.uction the law proposed by them in the present state of its constitution and 
I'ndian fee1iilg 'I 

Were there no remedy I'lr poWfr in anr memb9r of rndia's }tret\ent cnnsti
tutiQn, 88 efl'ective811 tile Dl'feoce €If Indl~ Act, ffi'at,crucial and perliminary 
qDl!lltiQn should inevitalll& l~ad to an affirmative Ilnswer. But thl'l'e j~ a 
!elnedy in th.e power given to the Gtlvl'rnor Getera) by Section 23 of the 
lJIdian Counoil's Aot enacted by Parlialnent in C~8es of emerge. Cy, to make 
aad 'prnf1lu'-'ate front tim .. to ti'me ordinances f€lr thft "peaet, and good Govern' 
ment" of His Maje~ty'8 Indian territories. 

The ,~pon8ibility of making IltW8 for the peace and good Government of' 
the country nf) doubt restg Oil the LegiNlatul'e. That iM its P,l'coliar functif)n. 
The primary end of alllaw8 is ordt'r ; and toey must have force behind them' 
\O'compel obedil'Dee to them. That is whel'e the ana.rchist and revolutionary' 
maRes his grievou¥ mi~btke about Government. Ite thinks thllt bl.'caullt" 
Government compels obedience to it .. IHws hy the use of force in th" form Qf' 
the 'Police and the Military, therefure 1\\1 Government is Ilhys;cal foree-the' 
force of what Iw calif! /egolilised vio/en(·e lind the nt'gation of all 50UI. And' 
lIO lie'concludes that hI' is jURtifi~d in meeting that force by his own forC\l and' 
violenee. That is the delu.ion shared by all the int,PI'ned revolntiollarie&' 
with "hOlle eases, I have had to deal. And all an&rehieal literature ~hat J 
l!ave come ~rOlltlt .. howB that it forms the creed of anarchism and revolution., 
AI·It's. Thejj,do lIot know, and if they kn!'w, they do not believe In .thc cnn; 
iIlitutional pri.viple and practice of Government that its laws to which" 
4)ledience i .. com{'t'lled by the show 4)f force in the forgl of the police and the' 
military, l'e¥t nttlmately on another force, the fnrce of pull:ic opinion andl 

«<ntime.,t. There lOlllt bl', therl'fore. the force of that opinion and sentimE<nt 
behind' the law ... d its machinery which the Rowlatt Bills pro~ to warrant' 

their p88MRge throllllh the Le/i{isl .. tive COllneil. . 
ThHt brings ml> t .. the qllt'Mtion-Is the force of public opininn aod senti.' 

ment behind hOld at the btwl!; of theMe Bills! That public opinion and senti-' 
rnent may be divided, fOf' the rake of a elear understanding of the point, jnw 
two cla.-_-ol1f, the public opillion and Ml'ntiment of the edllca",d Indian., 
the claR" known a" the intplli~entia. of India; the other, of the rest of the' 
people li:nn"," 88 th .. ~Ill!>les. 

A~ to th" epinion of th .. eQ u('ated c1a8$el', 1 believe it ill by now clpar that' 
.. a whole. t<;'nkmg all their political difl'l'rences in other re"PftCts they have 
arr&yed themote)ves a"8 n~t the Bills. And the best proof of it i! the QPplIsi": 
lion ()f at leHllt a majority of the Inoian Membel'lJ of .the Imperial LegislKtivlY 
CouDcit The Clul'lItion ill-Is the opposition rel180nab) .. '{ I venture to think' 
it ill, whel).the })!lIIitioD occnpied by those members is bnrne ill mInd. It i. 
true that like aU'of l1li outside tTle euuucH and more as memllt'l'II of ~e Legit .. 
li.ture they are bound to consult the int.erestll of pt'ace and good orderaD8 
legi81ate accoroinl(l,v, So they did when they assented to tha p"8Mingo of the' 
Defence of India Act a .. an I'mergencyand te'mporary ml'asure ID the tim. of 
... r.. But wheu, in and for til!,l'. of peace the same law ill sought to be perpe. 
tua,tfd they may ~I'II take theIr stand 88 fOUOWII,:-

''Therea(lOnsibility for administration is not yet OUI'II. We are .tm out .. 
;ide the admiDi.tratiou. We know and admit" that . tbete' ill ft'\'oitltionlU'J'" 
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..,G01"Pira.oy , bllt wben we are .uked to Ail88nt. to a. 1&. of, IIoIl ,'U~'" 
.eba~ter (eaJing .1II1ith it and to ~mpowe~the Es:eoutive tGr8lltrain APb._. 
~~rt,y on 8~8pioim~. we can il.uent tojt on~ whel!- we have the power Of. CCIII~ 
.trol over that Exetlutive. The l'tlIIponsibillty of peaoe and. good Gove~v ::ret. pril1)arilyon. the .(~Qvernment. f!>8 it ill at present. OOIIMtitllted, ani 
PlIoI'liment hIlS giv~nit throu.;h the Govertlol'.·(jeneral power to secure .. tbat 
;by ¥leans of Ordinances.'· 

But the Indian membel'8 in the Counoil bting in'a minoritym.,. 
),e outvoted by the official majority. And if the .0tlleill.l. lna,lority 
Dutvote» them aod 8an~ion8 the Bille in their collective capacity al:1.h. 
::Legislative Couocil, it may do 80 ou one of two grounds. eithpr 'bec~ 
the proposed law i¥ neces"ar.y u having behind it the force of public opinioll 
.and sentimt'nt and thus ful61ling the essential condition of all law and coallti. 
'tutioRl11 Government or because though the law is not back .. d by public. op'
pion. the officilll members feelconvinood thatRuch & law is Deed ..... If tbe 
'officill majnrity fIlInction the law ~n the second ()f theMe twoaltt'.rnlltivetl, tb8,f 
will fall ill with tlie anarchist's view. that law and G"vernmilnt are. bal!\ltl on 
p!l~'Mical foree and Violence,. not .o~ pn.hlic opinion. ~nd un~o~Mcil'nKly plMY intw 
hiabauds. It would be dOIng JnJustll'e to the officllI.l tnllJ<lrIty to t,hlllkt'balt 
,tb~y InHy Or will act.on that anarcniMt'd v.iew. So it iM the other alternatl'"" 
'thlP.t should prevail-that thilllllw hl\b the 8Upport of PlJhlic opinion; and. it" 
.• hould prevail all the mOl'e betlau~e·L't'gi.dative Councils aceaNing to thllory 
if not in actnal pra.ctice,are I'Ilpres<>ntAtlve of that opinion. " 

And when I KpeR of public opinion I will eliminate from it ·tbe eJel1ltmt 
~f the opiniun .of the educl\ted c1aSlle. for the pUl'JlllIle of al'Jlument with" 'flirtr 
to give the casef"dhe Bills the benefit of every' doubt. I "iii take. PII'bU" 
opillion to-meaD' the opinir)n of the m8llses. In these dal's. it mBf be ur~e4 
it 's not difficult to atlcertain thllt IIpinion·. Tht! Indo-British Associlttiil'ii 
dirms thHt it repreRent. the opinion of the masses in Inrlia. We of'tti~ 
el!ilc •• ted clas.res aftlrlil that we represent that opinion. In the midst of:tbi. 
4lonfiict, I .will crll-ye Illy l'Ilader~' indull(enee to appeal' to my own peTsslua1 
and selber ~~ienctl II.nd ktlowledl{e as to the view wilich the mas.iP!l take of 
the Ill"" of internments.! have been vigiting Calcutta eVl'ry ·wintel' the .. 11t.t 
four Y<!IlI'S. The la~t time I was there in JUUl'. July and August it wit_ all .. 

member of the Advisory Cnmrnittt'e on the iadividual CI!.II811 of. the BelllCal 
int.lrllee~. Durin" my Pl'llViOU8 vi>llts it had pnnled me to find from alii 
aa.w that while'there WaR di~approv""l of and dillgust for. revolutionary 
crimtl--the murdefll and dacoitie~ to which. they led - tlaere WI!.II at the B~met 
time sympoAthy ,for the internet'll as youths "ho had bepn·u1\jlll\t!y draggt'd.out 
of theirholues and bt!alth~ and 8"hool" and.pped into confinement. " w'baa 
could b"atthe~otton,of that. more or le~81;aenel'al sympathy·P; WaJLit 
.neakin~ sympathy with revn/lltionary c.rime becaul\e it".objellt· wall: to.~v"f.l' 
tbl'"'' G,.vernlD~nt P I "ould not SIlY. for I h .. d no definite IDeRnl! of· lccet! 
to the htmrt of the average Benpli of the IDK>O!\ type until when I was en!!a~ed 
in my inquiry as a member of the Advisory Committee. I tt.amt' ~lI'(JflII IIn

officially Olmne of that type whose son .. <}r other young !'tl/ative\l ftll.d been in
terned. I questioned them (.n the point which had punled me. One of the 
lIIell who8e lIOn aappened to be an internee and who r,andidl.l' admitted to me 
hi. \on'lI part in revolUtion ... !'y conspiracy gave me an answer which I tranl
eribe here 11.8 1'ar in hill own langnage as [ remember it :-

"You ask ua wby,people are Dot a8 indignant over the ariRlllll' of Il'evol.
~ionariel as the.f are IgIlonmt over the wierumeaa of tbeee YGuths. Why I 
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.,... "ee God 1II..ae the world aad created man. We tate d2at II the f1'(err 
~ IfJtitf tit. atld t.ber& it DOthi ng lut1l1M1 howeyer mueh ft deplore it ana 
.., the world. . Sat the tearing away by the poliee ofthi. yoang man from 
.... family to.day, of that young man to-mOlTowand /10 on aai· interned fot 
lLiPen bow. how ioulfaod we knew not whYt the Police alone know-hne 
that gone on lIinee the 1I'0rld was JIlade P Wh'o _s the dacoitit!ll ormu~\'8 II 
We don't and I!O we don't realise. Rut we see before 0\11' very ey;,e the youth 
tl\lrn away-and all n~ghbourhood _8 it, and l'Tie Might and horror rank1e 
ill 'home8 and ·villall'e ... " "But lIurely"-I aIIl:t>do... ''the ~rkar mUllt put 
"own the crime, and if it leadM to Borrow and IJUffel'jng, that is nothing .COJD· 
pared. to peaee &'ltd order." The mao replied :-"YtllI. the Sarkar start\! 
1Idboo18. we sent ollr bUYR fllr away to them f...,m where we liTe, and when 
t;\Ieboya go wronR', tlley go wrong because ofthe &orbr, witbotlt our know· 
ledge and OM rellponMibiIity. And we have to suffer the mil!8!y in our hOlnell 
IlMlsed by the tearing away £If our youth from our familitlll." 
• I will not enlarge on this beyond saying that, in my "iew, 'the remarklJ of 
the malt made in hiB rlOt.tored way I'l'tkct the opinion of the mallS8S &IJ to 
mammt'Jl1ts. They line a dim idea that the interned youth tune beesme 
ro1'olution&ry booaulle of the Sjrkar's policy. And there they llha.re the vie .... 
of the educalleJl cl&ll8t's. Further, wbell we closely anal,1ll8 the character aa4 
proclivities of the youth forming 95 per cent. of till' interl1ed 1ft! tiD. d. that 
they are youths a ",ood maDY of wbom are visionaries witb a high pel'llOneJ 
standard of Iile. with ideall of sacrifice and,Berviee, though of ,.erTel'lle adVft' 
ture. ThfJ areQf the kind 0:1 British youth described by the late Donald 
Hankey. '<fA. .tudent in Arms", in bis cbapter on "Some who' 'IgenS' ltltllt and 
afterward. ound!' "Tbey were Io&t but they were not poisonolll!. That 
.... the trouble. They .were incurably disrellUtahle .• We could not tit them 
in a1l4 somehow we felt tbat thiN inability of OU\'8 was a slur on society. We 
teltthat there ooght~ be a place for them in the 80heme of things." The .. 
at Jlllt the war eameaod ihey were got out. "And then." 88f'1 Hanker. 
",they eIIllle to their own. . . . never WIl8 "uch a nuimph ood spirit (\'Ver 
m.atter." Have our youth had sueh oppertunitieB P 

O~r whole politi"",\ and soeial policy is then at the root of this reTolu' 
tj.Qtlal1' urinw. I..t.t it bechanll'ed first 811 it is going to be eb..an,oo and tit! 
thew the Legi_tllre &I reprrs4ffiiing public opinion at least 1 !!dian public 
opmioll whiuh oughtio count above 11011 ill the matter-should decline to pa88 
any law on the lillell·ef the Detence of India Act but shouklleaye i~ to the 
Governor-General t&elfereiHe.h,~t) wero~ Ordinanee until the new poli.cy of 
Norm h&l taken coaerete eft'edli . d India has felt _tH'adof tM new hfe of 
"o,r- 'felll:hwf_k her. 

~Pllr865d/r(2'OI'11 



From tIae lntliG" Social Reformer; 80m"",. 
The views of Sir Narayan Chllndravatkar, the Venerable Ex 

Judge of Bombay, ~ the Rowlatt LegislatiQn, so often alluded to i~ 
the Speeches in the Imperial Council at Delbi, appeared in TIl, 
I"tlr'anSocial Reform,,. of Bombay. The,following is the full Text (-

"The unanimou8 tlpposition of the non-official Indian melnbel'1l of tile' 
Imperial Le~i.lative Council to the Row'latt BiUs has had one &!feet ino 
the rij(ht dirt'ction. Govet'nment, through the Home Membfr, who
introduced the BilllI into the Council nnd moved their l'6ferenee to a 
Select Committee, have alft'eed to make th.. Bill desHlljl with rev~ll1· 
tiollary erime and internments a 'temporary' measllre, which 8hall be 
enforceable only fol' a period of three yea\'ll from. the date of the 
e.:piry of the present Defence of India Act. So far one _ential &Ild 
ernci»1 point affecting such lejl'islation in its constitutipillil 'Mpeete h .... 
been gained.· But important a~ thi~ concession is' to public opinion, by 
which we must mean Indian public opinien (for it iH that which hu 
the real claim ,to l'Ol,nt in the matter), the concession is only pam .. } 
and does not satillfy the conditions of the oQnstitutku to,. ju.tif,v at 
leut ~e Indian non-otHcial members of' the Coar,cii'iQ'IlBting .&tntied 
with the ooncetllJion made and according their IInpport to the law all a 
ti1mpontry me.Bure .• 

"What, then, are those conditions P 
"We .hall belt be able to eomprehend them. in all their claame ... 

if we ~Ijjlrt b,. taking up one l?Oin~ which ~be Hoo'ble Sir Crl!or~ 
Lowndes, the Law Member of the Governmellt of India, made inM8-
lpeech in support of the Bills. To the arj(ument. advlUlced by eome 
of the non-offidal Indian memberH of the Council, that GovernrueDt. bad 
already ample pow/'\'II under two exi8tin~ 'law., namely (1) the' Re",ula
tioa "f '1818, and (2) the Governor-General's power 0' makiDJC Ordi~ 
!lances from time to time for the peaoe and food. Government of HiJ. 
Majetlty'K Indian territories under Seotion 23 0 -the Indian Council'.·, 
Act of 1861, Sir George replied that those two laws were more drae
tic than the provisions contemplated in the Rowlatt Bills. They are no 
doubt drastic in the sense that the Regulation of 1818 eUq.owel'l 
Government to der,.,..t a perHon withou·t any trial or enquiry, judicial. 
quasi-judicial, or otherwi..e, and the Act of lSBl em.power8 the Go'V~ 
ernor-Geuoral to make Ordlnances IlII he thinks fit, that i" to say, it 
Rives _him 'abeolute' dillcreti .. n to mme Buch rules a:nd maehinery u 
he likes for the purpose of lleCurinll the internment of .a perKon s.a.
pected of being " member of and implicated in a ftlvolutionarv COIl" 
..,iracy. This absolute discretion leaves the Governor-General full and 
lInrelitrained authority to') make the Ordinances &8 mild or /III draeti~ 
...he chooees. Instead of aa,ri/lg of the. power' that,Jt is drastic, it Is 
more true to the real nature oF' the' ~wer to amrm of it that it is
plaetic. There isnothiog in the laW' or the power given by it to th.~ 
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,,"ovemor.Geoeral to I*vent him from framing his Ordiaaooo OD the 
_me liope or with the llame provi~iool a,e those of th9 Rowlatt Bille. 
Sir George Lowndee'. point, therefore, doel oot meet I,he argument. of 
his Indian co1l9lly,uel in the Legi8~tivc Council. The question still 
"main_why should the Government seek the sanction of the Legial .... 
-ture :w. .ueh -1\ Jaw, even for .a limi'ted :,period- BIl a temporarl mell.8ure, 
'when it hail already power in that behalf which it can eXel'CI~1\ on iko 
-owo" authority- and re"pollsibility r . . 

":rbe only intellildble rl'BIlon that cati bl' alJIIignad is that Govtlm· 
ment does not think it expedient at this day a.d in th~ times of 
:'pUBlic opinion to use powel'll · derived by it at a time when the 
l.egi~lative Cuuncil had Dot come into exi"tt-oee andfl',IIR '311thoritiEW 

"wbich .did nut aJld ctluld lIot repr_lIt the public opilliun "f India, 
;The Ullgulation. -qf 18'8 wa~ a law enacl.t-d when ~he ·Executive Gov
,,erUlllent in ludi_a was als<I t-he leg-i_lativepower of the' clll~ntry. 
-Thertl .· were 110 Legislative C<lunoilR t.hen, professin ~ to r('prl'sent, even 
,10 theory, th .. peopl .. , and a~ 8uch , lll.ri~lution fur the ptliIple~ .The Gtlyernor
"Gebel'llil. pow"r of O,'dinance wa.. d.l"lCat"q t" him by Parli",ment in 1861 
-lind P"I'liallltmt doe" not mean the ~oplt! of India. That beinl! the .:hara~ter 

. ~f l.ho"e tWIl laws, GovernlD,,"t appa"tllltly dOtld l1"t widh totake "p"nitolelf 
~he re~pon8ibility of using the p",v"rs it haN ullder those laWN but dllemsit 
exptldi~nt to "hl& the re;op<lIIKiLility "POll the L .. gislative Oou"cil, wMc" 
!lonto,illtl 1I0n-"fficia: mllln'beJ;8, repre~elllinlC IndIan public opinion. and 
110 to ~i~e the law thu~ pas.ed the rlral'acter of a mt'asul'0 t'n!l.e.ted 
with tllesYlDpat,J~ and ~upport of that opinion. TIlI~t w~ exactly the 
grcmnd . Oil -fhiuh : LOI-d Hardillge app..aled and appellleq succ:e8.~lIy to 
<the Indian 1U~lnbe~ of the Cquncil for their luyal suppurt. t(l the Bill 
which a","orciill){ly JlIl_d into the prtl1lent Deftmce of Indi~ .Act ill. 
March 1915 14-~ a Wltl" mellllure. And the same grottnd II fortiori muat 
furllj.h the tellt .now. 
, "That being the cll~e. ·the nOll"official · members of the Legislative' 

·Council havll . to Il>4k .them.elves thid 'IneRti,," before dpciding· I!i h~ther 
tohey IIhould suppurt them .. /LSurtJ. OVI'II tholllCh it is telllporary : Id it 
right to take Ill'on them""lved Ill! repredtlutatives in the Coullcil of the 
.people. the re"poll8iblli ty of 'silch a m!-'aijUl'e in times of peaee, aod 
makO! thtllUs~lve~ plI'ti"s to· a IIIW ar'lIin" the Ex"cu~ive wit" powel'll 
..till I'e.<hain th" Kberty of a 8I1bj,>ct. ijO long as thll pllllpl!) 11I~ve uuder 
~he' present (JlIIIstitutiu~ of thll G,JVtlrnment. no ~hare in or cuntrol 

-!>v.erthe Exellutive, and that wh"n th" Execll,tive . hl\s alr"lI.dy power" 
in, that b~llItJf derive.l fru.n the . Itel(ulation of 18' 8 and the pow"r of 
·Oldinll.llce P In thtltlr,v , c"rtaillly. Ilnd ill pe,.ctic(l geuer-lI.v, all !I\W, I\nd 
particularly hiwdr"~tr"inin>c lib~rty of the p"r"'lIl., being. a ~y~wlI\ of 
... ule~by whillh ri/<:ht_. are maintaiued, furlll the expl',..ssinn oE the gene
.raJ will of tbO! penplil. 'rhO! Illdill.ll lUembtlJII of thll Council, at . \UlY 
l"atAi., pwe if to t41.1II1s..lvlllI II.nd to th" peopltl, thel'efore. _ thll.t they 
8houl~ refu~', to 8upplrt ~uch an eXlleptional case of )eWs!lI.tion- unleu 
the .re.ll'·ral will of the country, of which th"Yoire exponents, i. behind them. 

"ThR.t ·is _ the ta.t for tlI\'Ol; lind they are entitled on ."the ground of 
l1lcognised con.titutioOiLI principle", to urre that the constitution of tS~ 
-Govl'rnrnent 8houl4 be . J'llpularised firJlt in the direction of reapon8ibl~ 
<Government bClfo~ they can share the responsibility of .lIuch laws with 
th~ . ~ecl1tive. i", .a time of peace •. 
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'''If, 'micJill' the' preeetit' syIItmn· <if GOfemment and. ·before..·l& •. 

Montagu's reforms talte f'ffeetlnd· ,.dmit the penple into the .dmiD" 
tration and makl"fhem responsible· ful' it,. theLI!((isllltive CouDcil.,.. 
the' RowlHtt Bills, wheth ... rwith the BUPI,ort of thf' Indian mfmht'I'1J'~ 
by an official majority without, that l\\tpport tl'teLPgillatu1'e will. 
Jl!lssinlr . the law und ... r the guise of authority from public opiniOD,l 
When tf,a't opinion i .. really opposed to the tnl!llsure. 

"The charge has b ... pn hroujl'ht 811'ainllt the Indian memb ... rs of til .. 
Council bv some that thosp members have opJlfl8tld the BiIIsbt>ea. 
they fear th .. t if thpy support the mpaFures' they will In"e their JlC'PDo, 
lanty. The "Pionl't'r" makes much of that. Even al'llUminjl it i. lOr 
.... hat does that· argnment comp to P It ml'lIns that thette mPaflUrl'8 are' 
ur.popular, And if they afl', the IrIdian memhers as iTeprt'~entativf8 of 
the p!'ople 'will 'be going againAt public opininn should they lupp()rtthe 
melll'urell .. But apart from the I,lial'lIre of popularity or feer of, un· 
popularity, it is wiRe to aet upon the principle ofht'althy. poJitiC8i 
8IIuDciatl'd by Macaulay as follows:- . 

"A~ we cannnt, ~ith(lut. the risk . of evil from which· ima.nnao 

tiOD recllil~, I'mpl"y phy~ical furce as a cheek nn mipj!'oVt'rn'ml'nt, iti. 
~vidpntly our wi~dom to kt'ep .. II the ron~titutional e),e.,ks on mi.govl'm
ment in the hilChl'st state of t'ffici"nry, to "'al<,h with .j~al"u~y the fir. 
beginnings of encroschml'lIt and never to ~ufh'r irr6jluIHritie~, . eveu 
when harmless in thf"n.elvt'8, to pa:!8 unchallenged, lest they acquint 
the force of preceoit'nt8." . . 

"l'h~refore, pnpuilirise the Gnvernmt'nt first and then 'ua~k ibo pOfularill. 
ed Ll'gJllhlture to take thA responsihility of 8uch t'xt'eptiN'>ll1 le~r .. lati_ 
for the f>t'ace and j!(lod Government (If the country, which till thelJ.i 
.Fllllit. eXDI!OO8IIitate ppmari]! on the Executive,-" . 

The wfiole controver~y over these Bills m"v be said now to have narrowed' 
itaelf down to olle simple questinll; why sh"uld the Legislative C{)Qncil take 
the rl'spollsibility of sllch an exct'ptional Jaw !'ven all' a tl'mporary meallllre •. 
find arm the Executive with the ,lOWl'r of intprninjt any person whom· it, 
1JU8peCt~ at! all anarchist without an opi'n trial in the n~dm"ry COUrtM of 
Justire accordinf,! to the ordinary crimilll.1 procedure of tho"e Cou.rts, wheD 
both under the Hegulation of 1818 and the Govf'rnor General'. power /riven 
by Parlillment of making Ol'dillatlCeII, that Executive has alr .. adyample,. 
powers in thltt behalf P 

It is contended. by the 8upporters of the Rnwlatt Bills that the Lt'gi~Ja... 
tive Council should t"ke the rP8ponsi hility of pa88in~ t h!'m. bpcauae th& 
.KeguJatioli and the Ordipance power are old.fuhiolloo and will Dot do iD, 
these limps W"I'D the people hllve grown accuKtornpd to the idea. ,"d practiqe.; 
of LaWN made by the Legislature for the time being, 118 'the state organ of 
public npinion to meet. the emergenciea of the day. 

That contentioft would be valid, ifit.wf're propotled to reppaJ th", relr\11a
tiQP of '818 ·and the Sl!Ction of the parli..m",ntarv Statute of 1861. which 
annll the Governor-Gpueral with the power of m8kill~ Ordinance8. Thent 
U DO. luch propmal. Tho Regulation. and the OriliDIID~ powt'r bavefro. 
tillle to time heeD put into operatiou .'IId are still alive. When to them a.,. 
.adtMI, .. ia-. DOW pfoposed, freth law. ofthe same kind. by JIIt!IUIa of. the ao". 
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kt .Bill.~ ive get to t e f~milJlr complaint made from of old against uch 
t&w,j· that "the spedal lAnd unique ooollllion of one Government1>ecom. the 

. abit of its 8UoCe on," and 8pecial law. intended for emergencies tmtl. reW-
rieting liberty and excluding the jurisdiction of ordinary judicial tribunal 

.4toIId the operation of the ordjnary oriminal procedure, become the rule like 
~Q.,Jinary law8. 

No doubt it is very credjtable to Government and manifll8u its d08ire to 
"l1ilpe t collstitutional forms when it comes to th egisl tive Coulloil and 

• 'IIjlY8: "'frue, we, the Execu.tive, have power under the Regulstion of J l~ 
.and the Gov6rnor-General'b Ordinance to deal wi~h ref'olutionary uri me. But 

\Ve, do not wiMh to t'xerci~e that power and 'play the aut ,rat in di~regard of 
\tie Lc"iHlative Council. We widh to act 10 the matter in co-operation with 

c;tbe k~i8lative Council which represents tlttl people." 
HI' So far the action of the Government is constitutional because it sa.tisfiEl8 
the fil'l!t c(mdition of constitutiunal government that ItB Executive shall 

'!'Iot eXt!l'oise a power of a summary and arbitrary character, even wh6n it is 
imperatively nfeded in the public inwr~8t8, unles that power i. derived 
iwm the' Ltl/tislature of the time l1li an emergency power. But there is a 
second condition of constitutional government equally important Or such 
power to 61l)anate from the Legi.latllre. That se,'ond collJition i,; th t, 
shoe thll power i' needed to make the criminal law more severll th,m it is 
.and deprive the 'people of their right to be tried in the ordinary Court s of 
Justioo accorqing to established rules of law, and since the power is of the 
nature of arbitrarilles~, rendered imperative by the nature of the crime t.o 
be combated.< th Legislrrtnrll, which is invited by the Executive to give 
·them that pr)wer, should be 80 composed that at l~ast a majority , if. not all, 
of its melllbers .hall have no int~re"t in or inducement to lIlakll allY law, 
especially a law of tl,is summary and quasi. judicial charHcter, it> the 
Uowlatt BilJs:which will not, in its practical op~1'atiu;' , !'qulIlly a:trLCt them 

-or tIInd to affect them w~th the governed-that iu other words : to borrow 
the languHcP" of the Americall j<'"derali.ts} tlwre mU ll t · be, hetween the 
Legislature and the people for whom it makes such laws, the "trollge~t bond 

. df communioll of intere.ts and sympathy of sentiment. by which human 
policy can cor.neet the rulers and the ruled together, or el"1I "the Govern
meM." however wdl-inwntioned, "degAllerates into a tJranny '" 

Now, test the position of the Imperial Legilliative Council .by. the light 
of the second cond1-tion 01' consti tutiOllal principle above stilted, Whiltl it 
must· be admitted that· the Howl lllt Bills Imve for thtir object tht! exter
rtUn'ation of revolutIOnary cO'l.piracies hy interning ptlrllOIlS SUJipecwd by 
the E xecutive of that crime without the safeguard of an Op~11 jUdic:ial trial 
according to the ordillllry criminal procedure, and so gl\!lt'ding the 
ri~hts and liberties and peace of the peo)Jle of tbtl COlDmonwedlth , it 
must be,. at the Hame time, remembered that, as the persolls 80 susp ected 

.And therefQ!'e inu>rned will be from among the people themselves, the 
da.nger of the law~its .tendency and scope-afEeota them all in that every 
one of them whoel'er or whatever he be, ;H exposed, und~r tilt! law to 
thll' fear and risk of being suspected and interned should the Executive 
choose to do that. The fear and risk may be groulIdlesH, but it is thVe 
iil6re or leHs. mOTe in the case of Indians than European~, Therefore, lIuch 
a\lJaw, to have the ~a.nction of Legislature, should be passed by a Legislature, 
~I members 01 which are connected with ,the peoples' being , tlf the 
P'pfe in • point- of '~ri'timent, interests, illdacements and: apprehensiQiJ. af 
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danger. • . 
Is the Legiblatlrc Coun il lUI it i now conotitutl(1 tl'l\t 'cuj'ity ? Tbl' 

majority of it ~mbc)'s Are not of Ih p<op\('. Th' Jndil\u, wbo al'e of tht' 
p~o!Jle, are in a minOl'ity. Tbe form r IU ind c.'(1 Cou~ciln i u and mindful 
of the intere6ts of th peopl, according to Iht:'ir 1l bt, ut they form tbe 
foreign governil!g power of the land ; til 'y repr -Jlt jbc ruling rn ; nll<l, (t 
citel:lurkc) "when I\ny c; mmuniry i wborrlinntt Iy COUll clul with an Lb r, 
tbe gr at dang~r of tbe C01Ul ion is th extrune prif\ I\nd fl( If·compll\cenc) 
of the superior which in an lllatter of contl'ovel'sy w,1I llrobn\Jly dccitl~ in it
fa\'ow'." Renee the "a_Ie attac\) d to the 11 dian opinion ill tbe unci! o.n~1 
the solicitude {or theil' support shown by the member of Govcrnmcllt in tbat 
'ouncH, in palticular b~' 'it, WiU inm Vine nt, tbe mo': ~)' of tbe llill~. TIII:11 

being 0, of what u Willl k l1nwln t llm be, if in disr gar(\ of .iudian oppo, 
sition ill thc onncH, they al'e p Elltd into law by the 13ritish m(l)ority in it t 
Will not the law 80 pas d Iall under tlic II gl" dicbt of 1 gal cat gorks," VU" 
la\ defined by Ju ,tinian in hi ode in thc maxim as Q OD 1'1IJNOIr~ J?LAL 1'1' 
I,EGlS llAlIll' 1001lA , i.e ., "what Vl IISCS the ] r ince has the for ' 'of law" 'I 
'J11C position of th Ll'giblativc ouncil in thnt v nt bt.com /I til snm as tLat 
of Pn.rliam nt in the reign of R my Ill, when Thomas rom", 11 cr wd d i t 
with member directly I' indirectly nomiJlat d by th Royal ouncil lIuli got it 
under II constitutional form , .. to cnact new laws of tr ason , ~'h ll()wlat 11 ill s, 
pa sing into law mtdcl' huch cirenm~tnnc a, \ ilt be no di1IcrclV" a to tll ~ Ul" 

of their authority, from tb regulat ion of 18] or the Go'v rnor· J\ lal'8 
Ordinance. In r allty tbey will be th ' lu ws of tb .Ex uti v , tb t\gh in name 
only thc Ll giblntive 'ouneH will be theil' par nt-the "oicc Jacob's, tbe lmml 
E6au's. Why place the LC'gi lative Council in this unenviabl.-p aitjpn ? 

It is. the con ideralions which Ollght , I think, to mo~ tl~ , Indiall memo 
bers to oppo these lillls Aud d cline to tllk !lUY l'eapons.ibility fOJ: tb m. And 
tbey sb\luld <'/. clin nn (,he mOl becnu I ulli opinion insists that tli ' rool. 
cam s of revoluti nllJ'y' crimc mll&t be nmo"cd by rcfoJDlij in tll\! dil' ction Of 
:r sponsi!:lc govcrumrnt wfQJ'e they, as r~ pre ntlltivQB of tL people, cnn be 

• pal'tics to and lJlI S c)'iminal law8 of a ;,umma]'y charllcter to extinguish til 
manif 6tati~n of ,that crime. 

The f 1\1' exprcsl;Ctl in some qunrtt:J'R tbnt there will be no chnnre 101' ~llcL 
nlcn. ur S 118 tbe Rowlatt Bills nfter :Mr, Montagu' ij scheme of r BJ:.OllsiL\ (' go· 
vcrnment comes into-f rc , ignores th !caRons of history and I\ctnal expe]'i lice . 
What is thelt tile gJ'ouud of that fenr 1 This, so fll], as I can ,is tuat <lema
gouc·s with so cnned d-mocrlltic icl as aml visionary Behmn s of GOv('l'TlUH:nt, 
who now Batter tbe peopl and rail lIg:ninst Governm n~ will crowd tll Ill'W 

Cowl.cils lind vote plump against .ucb law lind wrak n th E~ecutiv authority_ 
"Hut is it not the el\ as pro" d by the eXpE:rienee Of IIll d<mocmti onntl'j(~ , 
that no hOtly is 0 willing to int 11e]'e with th Uberties of tll peopl a th(' 
pcoV1c tb m h 8 or theil- T(lpr ntath'c in the Ll'giblature where th peopl' 
thr u~h thOllC Tepre JltQ~ves nrc marl to sbare respo\lsibilitr for the peace and 
ordO' of tll ir ladl? ' ote what Lord Morley says in his R 011 ctions ;-" The 
idcaliRt becomes in bu ~ne.s exec' 'i" ly, narrowly anrl tire m~ly, vragmatic and 
opPQrtuniijt nnd actually cultivat 8 a III T·sight. Witb or without cause, he 
"n~pect8 h'm ' If and is bent on sh wing that he is a fit for the profes iOIl of real 
jlQlitics as the be§t of them ," 



Chronicle of Events 
February- May 919 

Feb. 1st to 4th, l!ll!l-All India prot t m tings 19ninst proposal Rowlatt 
Legislatioll at aU important towus r pI santing aU tbe influential public 
opinion of In!! ia. 

1st Hon'ble 'ir D. Wachn wired to Viceroy eaflie tly t :!qucsting postpon mene 
of Rowlatt Bill . 

6th Viceroy's opening speech in the Imperinl ounci! disillusioning In. :iall 
laOl)!S an!! r corum nding Rowlatt Bills. Sir W. Vincent introduced the 
Rowlatt Bill and moved for reference to select committee oC Hi member , 
majority being officials. Hon'bles MI'. Patel and Mr. Banerjea OPP08e( 
lIud moved for po tponement. Hot debate on this motion finnlly IIdjourn!l(} 
till next day. 

7th Long debate on Rowlntt Bill in Imp. ouncil,-Non·official Indian 01'»08-
ing to II -mnn. Mr. Plltel's motion dcfeaterl and 'i~ W. Vincent's forcL'tl 
through by an fficial vo' to 21 agllinst unanimou6 Indian oppobition. 
Bill referr I to l .. ct ommitt . 

tb Mod mte l)oolt PAI(L};OIt with Home ~{cmber (Vincent) ill the mlltter 
of the Rowf1\tt lli1ls. 

tb IT W. 0 Vincent IInnounced that in defeTence to unanimOlls 'Plon·official 
opposition th l10wlatt A t '1'118 to be in operatioll for thTee y ars all.1 
)lot p m ncntiy. Ht: al 0 illtro<lu ' 1 tile . ond Bill wbich \\'11 r ferred 
to 01 et ommittee again t unanimouR non·officia' opposition. 

Iufluential prot.est Illeeting at Mlldras Mahajan aLua- non·official (lnuci! 
members signed a mandnte on Indilln members of Imperial ou cit to· 
op,Po e the Ho :llltt Bill to the cnll. • 

lath alcutta Indiall Associatloll prote t meeting under MaharajA. of () im· 
bazor and 1111 influential moderate IIgain,t. tue Rowlatt Bill . 

liltb Bomlmy prot t m~ tillg uUIler Mrs . Besant .1 nouncing the Bill. 
16th If m ·)lul . ampaign IIgainst the Blllck Bills QlJened by.Mrs. B ·sant lit 

Bombay w!tu II large lind influential follOwing. 
231'd Bombay Pr idcn~y A sociation prote t meeting under ir D. Petit. 

Madras monstal' prates meeting uuder Ur. 1'. V. Vl'llkatarama Iyer hotly 
cl noun 'iug the Howlatt lIi1l - Ml·. B . . I'llI' lecture on lime. 

Mar. ht . Select Committee report on Rowlatt Bill presented l:y ir W. Vincelll; 
to Imperilll ouncH, togetber with ,,:toug di ijcntin minute by nOJl
official Inllillll Illembers of tlL ommittee--M'l I'S • .Patel, MlIlllviyll. 
Khallarde not signing til l' ]lort. 

MaheJma Gandhi'. prel. manifesto ineugurating Setyagraha . 
The Great 'atyllguha vow tllkell by HOllle·Uul sand Onndhite ill Bom-

bay. atyagrllba bha tinted its ampnigll. • 
2nd Moderate Ulanifesto agnill t passive re isttlhce issued, signed by Hom' 

Wllcha, 13aunerj a, a tri, unly, ba6 , hitllMis amI other~ . 
Allahllbad Satya"rahll meeting undor Pt. Motilal Nehru; Illany taking the 
vow. 

4th Calcutta Nafiionalist6 m t in Conference upporting Mr . Gandhi and tho 
principle of p ive resi tance. 



CHRONICLE OF EVENT. '. / 21 

.Gth Gan<lhl's interview with the Vic~roy-the TC6ult euot made pnulic-botlt 
sides, one basing on brute for 0, tile otlJer on soul force, un ompromisingly 
trong, and cQuld no ".orne to a sct.tlement. 

Mass meeting at Amritsar conliP.mning the Uowlatt Bills. 
tb Sir W. Vincent pr'lICntcU 1.'Ct ofi.lmittec Report on 2ud Howl. tt Bill. 

Madra public meeting under M.r. V. Raml\J.o in favour of ·ntyagrah.l.; 
many taking the Vow. 

• C. T). Legislative olmcil members i sue mandntc to th l' pre ntativ II 
in the Imperial ouuci! to withdraw from tit oun it in prot st. 

11th Bombay onnci! mJwbers iShue mandate ~o th ir fcpr ntative in the 
Imperial Council tt nter th ir emphatic pr tc t agniu8t the bill. 

12th Imperiel Council debate on the Rowlau Bill i Vic: roy rnled minut S of 
dissent to the "leet Committee of the Indian member nut of orcl r . 
Goverument mot jon tor j ald,,{\, into cOnBiderlltioll tile Bill a amcllded hy 

'leet ommitt,ec pll sed. 
13th Imperie.l ouucH d bate , on th l!.meuded Dill- long and hot, deba • 

la t ing whole day till ruid.night-non-<Jfficial am udm lit all rejected by 
solid oppo itlon of the Gov rnm nt blo . 

18th Imperia\- ouncil d bate on 2ud ltowllltt BiII-moLiOIl to circulate the 
bill again for opinion pa 1. 
The lut debate on the fateful Rowlatt Bill- Dill pa 1 iuto Act ngainb~ 
solid non·ollic II! oPPO it iou. H OIl'o! {r., 1mll atollcc r iguB in prote t. 

l!ltb Madra lleaCll tn ting to w come Mr. Gandhi. IIndhi'8~ucbSage r I\d and 
many new atyngrabis enrolled. 

:lIst Big public m ting a t Madrns und t· Mr. '. Vijillrnghnva lillriar requ t
ing Viceroy to wi tbo1tl assent to Ro\\'latt Act and COIL Talulating Hon'ble 
Mr. IIfma for hi f siguatioll- Gamlhi's ~atyl\grl\bn m sng'!I'( ad. 

23rd Safyagraha Movement Started. Gnndhi d lllr S 6th AIOTil to be All 
India Hal'tal and day of bumilintion-dir cte<1 a tw nty··fonr hours·fn~t. 
nud 8U8 n ion ot all busin 8 througbout th loth ·llnnil. 

23·3Oth ntyagraha w 6\1 over India-Meetings au(l 0l'gltnisntion8 b III 
broad ClIst in view of coming hal'tal. • 

;10$ Mon ter atyll/:\1'lIha rlay nnd meeting lit DeLbi scJl(ling cable to ' or tlU'y of 
'tnt -agai n t llowlatt Hill . 

Firat Riot at Delhi . rolic and Military fired on unarmed mot. • 
• '1 1st Delhi in mou1'lling-business SUI,pem! 1- ity in the haucls of til Iihtl.ry 

-Hindu·Mo lem unity solemni d in Mosqu 8 nnd Tempi s lind in funernl 
11TOCC. iQU8 following biers of innoccnt victims of la6t day' lilitlll'y 
outrage. 

Julluudm--1'unjab Provincllli p oliticlIl conf 'ef held on this all(\ 
following 3 day - Dr. Ki cbl~w nnd Diua .'nth Amri tsnr IIdl1r sscd on 
Riudu- M.usalman brothedu>Od. 

April Ist-Ddhi-b'hop rio ed i Jh."Opl nttending funerai plOce ions of the 
lunoc nt martyr fall~n. li1itn y paradiIlg t t • 

• 'Jr<l Gov rnmout of Inclia ommuniquc on Delbi (llsturhanccs i ned to tIle 
l)ress-throwing whole l.Ilamc on th Delhi pnl.llic nll<lloclIll plIoIl l' • 

4th Dclbi- 01. Beadon COllVCUOO 1Il . ling of Dtlhj lead'rA nt wli i(;.h hc IIbu!!(''(1 
!:iatYlIgraha, Bought th ir co·ol) Tation, and pre nt ft a hantlbiU for 
ci~ullltion broa(! ca. t. atyngraha 'abha r 'putllatcd ttl I.l mlon 
allegatioI;l.l'. 
nllitsaT- brs. Satya aland Kitchlew prohibited to addr> public meetings. 

06t'; All India Hartel, pennn ,humiliation, lasting and prayCI 118 a 111l slY • 
protest against tbe Rowlatt Act. ivil disobedience of)'1' K laws In 
BombAy by sab of pr08Cribed and unregl tored Ii atur started, tbe 
unregi&ter .. ~;t.paper" tyagrahi" i ued. 



OHRONICLk OF EP'ENTS 
-7th The paTting kick.r Sit· M.. O'Dowy r ab\l!iing and threatening Indl n 

1)Oli ticai workt!rs of til Day of Beckoninl! soon to come. 
9th M . Gandhi Arrested and Deported at Palwal ,dtbout notice \ 'hil 

travelling by tlaiu from Bombay to D -Ibi. Order a ·d on him not to 
cnter Delhi and Punjab and interning him i.n Bombay Pr sid n y. 

Amritsar-Ram avami Day, proce sion peacefully carried ou playin/.: 
the Engli h National Anthem and paying bomage to King and til IiUly 

ommissionCl' Mr . Miles Irvine. La ter r cciv ord·r from Sjr M. O'Dwy r 
to deport Dr. atyapal alld Kitchlew, the /\Calleatlcr of fla ive r i tl\ncc. 

10th Annitsar-Arrcst and Deportation of Drs. , t~apnl and Kltchlew. 
Mob outrage, Riot, incendiarism in Amritaa.r- mob fiII'd at; Mob then 

turned nnd looled Bank , ~'el gJ'aph offie, Po~t offic, Z 'uana Ho pitlll 
'. M. . Girl'S 'cll ols and burnt them, nnd also killed with gro bmlali

ty several EurOll nns. 
who]' -huge mob mal'()iling to p ·t ition 0' rnment wa tired ullon hy thl' 
l ' lice lind the militar y n 1\]' A11IU'ka]j ; fiany killed and wounded. 

A roplane hovering over the city. 
All Imlia closi.ng of shOll ' a8 a mark of on'Ow for Gandbi' arrcst. 
Second Hartal all over Punjab and tI wh re. 

11th Qui t lit Aml'it~ar and whoT,e. lteillforeemcrlts pouring iI from Jultundcr 
and lsewh r . 

All Jndia Hartal and SUSl)~l1Sion of I..usine 8 continued, 
Kasur-Pu lic meeting against f owlatt Act. 
Ahmedabad- Mob outrage in city on hearing GlIuubi's arr st. 

12th J..abor -Boosvahi Mosque m ting. . I. D. l)ugrcc bUJ'nt,. M b flred 
upon by troops. Hug crowed attacked and looted ltAilway tlllion Oil 
b~ing Jired " pon by soldiers tl'llvcll ing ina train. The train WIIS stoppoo, 
Ilerr.il <l and burnt. • 

Ka m-El<c.ited mob !;i,ed at by 2 EUJ'op~an oldiers from II tmin. Moh 
mmuercd the Soldt rs, burnt tatlon, w}'ccked th • train, aud looted and 
d stroyed all a overnment lJroperty. . 
a1cutta-Hartal ~n hearing Gandhi's an st- orne mild di turba lee at 

Burrabazar-Polic and Milita"y tire on Mob. • 
13th A1mitsar-Jhallianwala Bagh Ma .. aere . Peaceful meeting of t\'1'l'uty 

thousand men fir d upon continuollbly ullprovoked for ten minut by 11. 

Dy r ; 600 killed, 1500 wounded lind Idt for two days exposed to the 
clemen ,s without medical or any l' ·Ii f. 

Deltii- llull,OUl of deportation of Lead fS gfloat-Gr lit c.on~ternation in 
town ; Mob pTovoked to aR ume thl'eatcning attitude. 

14th Gujmnwalla-Jballianwalla Baglt 11 \Vs receivc<l Whole town on Hartat 
A big Baisakhi ct y h ld cit Wazirabad . Booking stopp!X\ and the bugl 
excited crow d stopp:d th train, pulled d wn pa ng rand t fir to tb 
station yal'd. Mob further el<cit< .. d by slaugbtered cows and pigs ancl 
assaulted Mr. Herron, . P. who fh 1 and cau 1 d 'ath. Rxcitcmellt 
I aped Ul) iuto a liamc resulting in acts of incell(~ rl m-Pus Office, ])ak 
'Bullgnlow, ourt bouscs, Railway godown aud th' hurch burnt /Iowll.. 
A rollian 8 hovering. over town dropped bQmbs, som on tbp. Kbal,;a .High 
School all(l ~eighbouring villagc8 killing "omen and chi1(lr n. 

'Batala (ill Gur(ln pUT)- Tclegraph Wil'c cut by mob. -
WiT s also cut between Lahor -Amrit r 3ml bctw n ialk t-Wazirabad; 
n htak- Riotous mob attacked By, line, a11cit cut it , damaged tbe. Ry. 

bridge I\nclattacked 1\ train. 
D 1M- Mob began to J\1)pear armed \<;ith Lathis on rumoured dq,ort.atlOIll\ 

of pOl)ular ·Il(lers. 'fown hall conference between offiCials and leaden 
came to nothing. 



:fhe Satyagraha Movement . 
. \ 

'Mahatma Gandhi Starts Wort. 
On Ma rch 1, 19 I 9 . Maha tma Ga ndhi a ddressed the 

ol,lowlng letter to the Press :-
Sir,- I enclose herewith the Satygaraha Pledge regarding the 

rRowlatt Bills. The step taken is probably the most momentous in 
r.the hi~tory of India. ' I give ' mr assurance that it has not been 
r.nastily taken. Personally I have passed many a sleepless night 
.over it. I have endeavoured duly to appreciate the Governlllent's 
'position, but I have been unable to find any justification for the ex
·traordinary Bills. I have read the Rowlatt Committee's Report. I 
have gone through it narrative with admiration. Its reading has 
.driven me to a conclusion just opposite of thJ! Committee's. I should 
..conclude ,from the reports that secret violence is confined to isolated 
and very small parts of India and to a microscopic body of the 
,people. The existence of such men is truly a danger to the society. 
But, the passing of the Bills , designed to affect the w'l1ole of India 

.and its people and arming the Government wi th power out of all 
RJoportion to the situation sought to be deal t with, is a greater 
.danger. The Committee utterly ignores the historic:;:; fa. that the 
millions .f India are by nature the gentlest on the earth. . 

" Now look at the setting of the Bills. Their introduction is 
.accompanied by cerw.in assurances given by the Viceroy , regarding 
.the Civil ervice and British commercia../ interest~ . Many of us are 

• .filled with the greatest misgivings about the Viceregal utterance. I 
-frankly cortfess, I do not understand its full scope and intention. If 
Jit means that the Civil Service and British commercial interests are 
.to be held superior to those of India and its political and comll1er
..cial requirements, no Indian can 'accept the doctrine. It can but 
..end in a fratricidal struggle within the empire. 

Trustee and Servant. " 
"The reforms may not come; the need of the moment is the 

.proper and just understanding upon the vital issue. No tinkering 
vith it will produ.ce real satisfaction. Let the great Civil Service 

.corporation understana that it can remain in India ')nly as its trustee 
and servant, not in name but 'in deed and let the British commercial 
houses understand that they can remain in India only 'to supplement 
her reqUirements and not to de!. roy indigenous art, trade and 
manufacture, ~.nd you have two measures to replace the Row)att 
,Bill •. 

"They, I promise, will successfully deal with a.ny .conspiracy 
:against the State. 

,3 



t 
TJlE . ATYAGRAHA POW 

"Sir George Lowndes simply added fuel to the fire' w1\en he flouted' 
, public opinion, He ha forgotten his Indian hislory or he would 

hGve known that the Government he represents hall before noW 
surrendered it own considered opinion to ~he force of public 
~~ . 

"It will be now easy to see why I consider the bills to be the 
unmistakable symptom of'the deep-. eate disease in the go\·erning. 
body. It needs, therefore, to be drastically !reated. Subterranean' 
violence will be the remedy by the impettlous, hotheaded youths , 
who will have grown impatient of the spirit underlying th bills and' 
eircumstances attending their introduction. The :Bills must inten if)" 
hatred and ill-will against the tate, of which df'eds of violence are 
nndoubtedly an evidence. The Indian ovenanters, by their deter
mination to undergo every form of sufferings, make' un irre i tible 
appeal to the Government, toward wbich they bear no i!I·, ill, and' 
provide to the believers in efficienc.y of violence as means of securing' 
redress of grievan'ce wi:h the infalli Ie remedy and withal a remed 
that blesses t.ose that use it and also goes against whom it is u ed , 
It the covenanters know the use of this remedy, I fear no ill f om it r 
I have no business to dOUbt their ability. They must ascertain whe
ther the qisea is sufficiently great to justify a trong remedy and' 
whether aU milder ones have been tried. They have CQ vinceclr 
them elves that the disease is serious enough and that the milde
measu res b,ave utterly failed. The rest lies in tl\e lap of the God " 

The Satyagraha V~. • 

"Beinl( conscienti()usly of opinion that the Bills known as the India" 
Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill No.1 of ]919 &.nd the ,Criminal LaW' 
(Emergency Powers) Bill No. 2 of 1919 are unjust, subversive of the
JriDei-pl of liberty Il~d justice and destructive of the elementary rights of 
indivi-duals, on which the safety of the community as a whole and the Stat 
i elf is based, we solemnly affirm that in the event of theRe Bills becoming 
la.w and until they are withdraw. n, we shaH refuse chilly to obe)' those Lawlt 
aDd such other Laws as a Committee· to be hereafter appointe<J may think fit 
and we further affirm that in this 'struggle we ftill faithhUy follow the
truth nud ;efruin from violence to Hf6, person,or property." 

• 

~ • For Ihe taws to he 'broken as selected by this Comm'~/u,. set!· 

p. 47·] 

• 

• 
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Dr. Subrahmania on Satagraha . 
• 

Dr. Subramaola Aiya r 's Views. 

The following -account of an interview with Dr. 
S. ubrahmania Aiyar, the Venerable Ex-Chief Ju tice of 
Madras and Presiden Home Rule League, a regard 
pa sive resistance was puhli hed in "The Hindu" of 
Madras in March la t . 

Dr. . . Aiyer.- In my speech a8 hairman of the R ception Com
mittee during the Congre H sittings held in Madras last time, I stat d 
almost in terms that the course Rimilar to th one adopted by Mr. Gandhi 
in South Africa with such signal success was the one whi"h would prov 
efficacious in our hands against autocracy in this country The 8~iTlt of 
my remarks on the point then will be found to be in entire acoord, If I may 

81\y 80. with what pervades the recent utteranoes of that m t distingui hed 
ool1ntryman of ours who is now amongst us since he initiated the present 
1ll0Vllmen t.-a few weeks ago. • 

Intarviewer'-What is the reason for yoI' opinion remaining unchanged a 
yon said? . • 

Dr, 5, S. Aiy r,-The more I think about it the more I am convinced that 
• the circumstances of the Indian people leave no altaran~ti ve but to resort to 

the use of this remedy, against the ever tightening policy of repression of th 
present Government. I have said again and again,resort to hrnte foroe for 
obtaining redress at the hands oE our rulers is out of the qutlstion. For, in 
the first plac!', even if it were permissable to rosort to suoh force from the 
point of view of moraliry and justice, we posse s none of the faoilities r quiredl 
But I hold strongly that the iO\·isiblA powerR that are guarding our well
being intend that ou)' salvation should be accomplishe<l, without crime. and 
violenoe. Otherwise, I cannot understand why we should have been deprived 
of all u e of arms as we have been, 80 as to make us incapable of re8i8tin~ 
oppression in thll way nations have been I\Ccus!;omcd hitherto to defend ' 
them~elves against th~il' oppressors. It follows either there is no salvdion 
to us fiS a nation or ur salvation is t.o be brought about by 
means other than revolution l\nd bloodshed. That we as a nation 
are not to perish goes without saying, having re8'ard ' to the 
nece ity the essentials of our past reat civilisation being preserved for 
the benefit of the world. How then are Wf< to be freed from the domination 
which seem to beocrushing out all life from us P The allswer is 'that those 
who I!re exercising t is domination are blind to our sufferings and deaf to 
our entreatieR, aud ncthing would open their eye and ears but the impossibi
lity of carrying on the admini tration of the country which "'ould be created 
by pas ive resistance beeoming common among -the 'people more or les " 
thronghout the country. ' 

-
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.a6 D,/l. SUlJRAJlMANIA AIJ:4.R 

Intervi wer :-Is that Iik Iy P 
. Dr. S. S. Aiyer I-No doubt it would take time 1 fore 8uch a state of 

thlOgs comes to J>W!8, but judging from th existing conditions on cannot 
but feel that the movement now sot on foot mark the beginning of what 
is going to happen not very Ion h nee. What I said as Cltainnan at the 
meeting held to welcome Mr. Gandhi, when he paid his first vi it to this cipy, 
comes back to my mind now. After observing that the phrase abont 
the new' angle of vision which had n n ed by the then 
Under· Secretary of State, was an empty co pliment and that the 
policy towards U"8 after the war would be wor80 than iU8tead of b tter, I 
stated emphrltically that only when people me to btl eduCllted and guided 
by hundreds of anyaslO8 like Mr. Gandhi, our people could hope to obtain 
that freedom without which true and pro p rous aationallif~ was impoa ible. 

Interviewer :-Are such anyasiu leaders forLhcomml: now r 
Dr. S. S. Iyer :-Not yet in ufficient numbers j but be ur d that they 

will be in due coursejof course not generally from the well·to.do cl who are 
accustomed to comfort if not to luxury ill their lives. This cl ill shrink 
from the severe trials that would await the true and ell.rneet I ive resister. 
Suoh Sannyasin leaders will come from the humbl section 0 the community 
80me <if whoso representati ves followed Mr. Gandhi with marvellous devotion 
in South Africa-a.nd enabled him to Ivin the battle he thero wagl;'d 80 nobly 
on our behalf. It strikes me that what he did there wa3 but the prelnde 
to tho work which he has now undertakell to do here. That work is indeed 
uphill in every Sl¥lse and may seem to progress little for sometime t oome. 
But it is ee~tain that the moral effect of the movement on the poopl at I rge 
is one not to·be trea.ted with contempt by the autocrat but must oortimand his 
llerioUR consideration . If things go \vrung as the result of tbtl movoment, 
the blame 'will b hi~ . No responsibility could attach <to those who are called 
upon to embark on thi~ a.ttempt to resort to spiritual force th/ough ·sheer 
nece ity 88 against the as erted foundation of the British rule on brute _ 
foroe . The confession attributed to the Viceroy on this subject, H true, fore
bodes nothing but evil as it must wipe out every vestige of loyalty in the 
country and convert all its well.wishers into disaffeoted persons. 
• Interviewer.-Would you not like to enter into details as to how to carry 

on the movement P 
. Dr. S. S. Aiyer.-No. That will have to be attended to by those on whom 

the actual duty uf IllItding the people dAvolves in the parts of the country, 
whe.re the movement finds encouragement.' That duty, indeed, is a very. 
difficult and sacred one. It should not be undertaken lill'htly and unles 
those who take the pledge fulfill it by their infailing conduct, they would 
only retard the consumma.tion that movement is b01\lld to enture. What is 
important i that none should take the pled ge without fully realising the 
sacrifice it involves. It matters little tha.t the number of th e who tab 
the pledge is sntall so long as those who take it are certain to !let uf to it. 
Even the example of a. few who suffer in thl' exerci e of this spirittt'a remedy 
is bound to tell in the long run and it wou.ld be a. mistake to look upon the • 
niovement as unpromising from the lOere fact that the n'umber of pl~ged 
pll88ive resisters 18 not very encouraging just now. Let me ay that every 
aspect of the qUWltion has been considered by Mr. Gandhi and those who 
want details will get all tho information they require from him if they 
care, . 
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Satyagraha Expounded 
Bv Gandhi . ., 

Mallra.-18th March 1919. 
A huge mass Meeting was held in Madras on this date to offer a 

welcome to Mahatma Gandhi and to support his atyagrllha move
ment. Mr. Kasturiranga Aiyangar presi ded and after a brief speech 
Tequested Mahatma Gandhi to say a few words. The Mahatma 
said a few words in a very low tone itting in the chairs as he was 
seriously suffering from heart complaints and said that Mr. Desai 
would read his speech. 

The Message, 
Mr. Desai then read the following speech . of Mahatma 

Gandhi :-
I regret that owing to heart weakness I am unable to 

speak to you personally. You have no doubt ~ttenped many 
meetin~s, but these that you have been atte'!lding • of late are 
different from the others in that at the meetings to which I 
have referred som~ilnmediate tangible action, some immediate defi
nite sacrifice has heen demanded of you {or the . purpose of 

• averting a serious calamity that has Q\'ertltken us in the shape 
of what-are known as the Rowlatt Bills. One of them Bill 
NO.1 has undergone material alteration and its ftlTtner con: 
sideration has been postponed. In spite however of the alter-

tion it is mischievous enough to demand opposition. The 
Second Bit! has probably at this very moment been finally 
passed by the Imperial Legislative Councilor rather will be 
claimed to have been passed by that Cou~cil , for in reality 
you can hardly call a Bill having been passed by that august 
body when all its non-official members unanimously and in 
strong language opposed it. The Bills require to be resisted 
not 0nly because they are in themselves bad, but also 
becaulle Government who are responsible for their introduction 
have $een fit practically to ig'lore public opinio·n and some ot 
its members have made it a boast that they can so 
i~nore thar opinion. So far it is common cause bet
ween the different schools of thought in the country: 
I .havlI, however after much prayerful conside~tion, and after 
very careful . examination of the Government's standpoint, 

• 



Mr, GAN.DHI dN SATYAGRflHA 
pledged myself t(1 ~ffer "tyagraha against thl. B'lIs, and invi· 
ted all men and women who think and feel with me to do 
likewise. Some of \,Iur countrymen including those who are 
among the best of the leaders, have uttered a nNe of warning 
and eveq gope so far as to say that this atya8r~ba move· 
ment is ,ilgainst the best interests of the COllntry. 1 have 
naturally the highest regar,d for them and their opinion. 'I 
have worked under some of them. I \ a a babe when ir 
Dlnshaw Wacha and Surendranall} Bannerj were among the 
accepted leaders of public opinion in India. Mr. Shastriar is a 
pqliticialt who had dedicated his all to the country's cause. 
If,is !lincerity, his probity are all his own. liP. will yield to no 
floe , an the love of the country. There is a sacred and indis
sQjuQJe tie binding me 10 him. My upbringing draw me to 
~~e sigpatorie.s of the two Manifestoes. It is not therefore 

ithou t the greatest grief and much searching of heart that I 
have to placr. myself in oppo iti n ~o their wishes. But there 
are ti~E;S when you have to obey a call which is the highest 
of flJl i e., .the voice of conscience even though such obedience 
may cost many a bitter tear, nay even more, separation from 
friends, from family. from the state to which you may belong, 
from all that you have held, as dear as life itself. FOf this 
obedi~nce ' is tJ!'e ,law of our heing. 1 have no furth~ and 
other defel1'Ce to offer for my conduct. My regard for the 
signatories to the manifestoe remains undiminished, and my 
faith in th~ efficacy 0.£ Satyagraha is so great _that I feel that 
if those who have tlken the pledge will be true to it we silall 

.. be able to show to them that they will find when .we h~ ve 
come to the end of this struggle t at there was no cause for 
alarm or misgivings. There is, I know, resentment felt even 
by some vatyagrahis over the Manifestoes. I would warn Satya
grahis tbat such resentment i against the spirit of Satyagraha. 
I would personally welcome an honest expression of difference 
9f opiniqn from ·al9}' quarter and m(}re so from friends because 
it puts us on our guard. There is too much recrimination. 
inuendo and insinuation in our public life and if tbe ~atyagraha 
movement purges it of this grave defect, as it ought to, it 
will be a very desirable by-product. I wi h furthe r to suggest 
to Satyagrahis that any resentment 0( the two manilestoes 
would be but . a sign of weak ness on our part. Every move· 
ment, and Satyagraha most of all. mu t depend upon its own 
inherent strength, but not upon the weakness or sjlence of its 
critics. Let us therefore see wherein lies tpe strength of 
Satyagraha. As the name implies it i~ in an insistence on 
truth which dytltamically expressed means Love; and by the 
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1.aw of Love we are required not to return . hatred for hatred, . 
""iolence for violence, but to return good for evil. A hrimati 
Sarojini Devi told y.ou yesterd:ry the trength lies ill a defined 
recognition of the true reliJ.\'iou spirit and action CGrre pond

,ing to it and when once you introduce the religious element 
in politics, you revolutionise the whole of your political out
'ioak. You achieve reform then not by impo ing suffering on 
tho e who resist it, but by taking the suffering upon yourselves, 
.and so in thiS mO\iement we hope ' by the intensity .of our 

ufferings . to affect ' and alter the Government's re olution' not t@ 
,\vithdraw these objectionable Bills. It has however been ug
:gested that the Government will leave the handful of atya
grahis severely alone and . not make martyrs of them , But there 
18 here in my humble opinion bad logic and an unwarranted 

ssumption of fact. If atyagrahis are left alone; they have ""on 
.a complete victory because they will have ucceeded in dis
lTeg rding the Rowlatt Bills and even other laws of the country. 
;and in having thus shown that a civil disobedience 'IilE a Go ..... 
.ernment is held perfectly harmles by it ; I rega,d the st'ate
ment as an unwarranted assumption of fact because it con
.templates the restriction of the movement only to a Randf,ul CoIf 
-men and women. My experience of atyagraha lea.ds me to 
[believe . that it ill such a potent force that one: set "in motion 
;it ever spreads till at last it becomes a dominant· factor ill. 
\the community in which it is brought into play and if it s" 
!jpreads no Government can neglect it. Either it must yjeld to 

• ·jt or imprison the workers in the movement. But I have 'no 
,de ir~ to . argue. As the English proverb says "the proof af 
,the pudding lies in the eating." The movement for better or 
,for worse has been launched. We shall be judged not bl' our 
,words, but solelv by our deeds. It is, therefore, not enough 
·that we sign the pledge. Our signing it is but an earnest of 
. .our determination to act up ,to it, and if all who sign the 
;pledge act according to it, I make bold toe p(omise that we 
·Bhall bring about withdrawal of the two Bills and neither the 
·Government nor ou critics will hav! ~ word. to say against 
\us. The cause is great, the remedy is equally great; let U8 

rove worthy of them both. 

• 
-y 

• 
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Madrcu-20th March 1919. 
In another meeting held at Madras un,der the Presidency of Mr,. 

C. Vijayaraghavachariar to send an appeal to lhe Viceroy to with~ 
hold his assent to the Rowlatt Bill, the President remarked that he~ 
was there in the place of Mr. Gandhi who w s in ill-health, and after 
a short speech asked Mr. Desai to read out Mr. Gandhi's peecb. 
given be).ow. 

Mahatma Oandhl's MesS8jte. 
Mr. Desai read the following message of Mahatma Gandhi :
FRJ!NDS, This afternoon t propose to deal with some of the

objections that have been raised against atyagraha. After aying 
that it was a matter of regret that men like my elf " hould have em
barked on this movement" Sir Wm. Vincent in winding up the 
debate on BilrNo. 2 said, ··they could only hope that it (the atya~ 
graha) would not mMerialise. Mr. Gandhi might exercise great. 
self-restraint in action, but there would be other -young hotheaded' 
men whqo mi~t be led into violence which could not but end in
disaster. ¥ie!ding to this threat, however, would be tantaIfwunt to' 
complete abolition of the authority of the Governor-General-in
Oouncil", .If iT \\-illiam's fear as to violence i realised it would' 
undoubtedly be a .disaster. It is for every S~tyagrahi to guard ' 
against that danger. I entertain nO such fear because our Cfeed ' • 
requires us to eschew all viQlence nd to resort to trutt and sel 
suffering as the only weapons in our armoury. Indeed the Satya
graha movement is among other things an invitation to those who· 
believe in the non-efficiency of violence for redress . of grievan-
ces to join Our ranks and honestly to follow our methods. I h. ve 
suggested elsewheae that what the Rowlatt Bills are intended to do
and what I verily believe they are bound to fail in achieving is exact
Jy what the Satya~raha movement is preeminently capable of achie- 
ving. By demonstrating to the party of VIOlence the infallible
power of Satyagraha and by giving them a~le sCupe for their in~ " 
exhaustible energy we hope to wean .that party from the suicidal: 
method of vi~lence. What can be more potent than an absolute" 
statement accompanied by corresponding action , pre ented' 
in the clearest terms possible that violence is never .necessary fo 
the purpose of securing reforms? Sir WiJlhun says that the mQve~ 
ment has great potentialities of evil. The Hon. Pandit l\1adaw 
Mohan Malavi,a is said to have retorted "and also of good." r 
would venture t() improve upon the retort by saying '!only of good.' '' 
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It constitute an attempt to revolutionise politics and to restore ' 
moral force to its original station. After a1l, the Government do · 
not believe in an entire avoidance of violence i.e" physical force . . 
The message of the West which the Government of India I pre
stlJlIe, represent, is succintly put by Presiden Wilson in his speech 
delivered to the Peace Conference at the time of introducing the ' 
League of Nations Covenant. "Armed force is in the background 
jn this programme,. but it is in the background, and if the moral 
force of the world will not suffice, physical force of [he world shall." 
We hope to reverse the process, and by our action show that physi- · 
cal force is nothing compared to the moral force, 
and that moral force never fails. It is my firm belief that this. 
is the fundamental difference between modern civilisa
tion and tlle ancient of which India, fallen though it is, I venture 
to claim is a living representative. We, her erlucated children seem 
to have lost faith in this the grandest doctrine of life. If we could' 
but restore that faith in the supremacy of moral force, we ' 
shall have made a priceless contribution t~ the British 
Empire, and we shall , without fail, obtain the reforms· we- ' 
desire and to which we may be entitled. Entertaining such 
yiews it is not difficult for me to answer Sir Yilliam's second 
fear as. to the complete abolition - of the authority o"{ the Gov
ernor-General in Council. This movement is tJndoubtedly 
designed, effectivel¥ to prove to the Government that its autho
rity is finally depenrlant upon the will of the people and not 

• upon force of arms, especially when tl\at 'vill is ~xpressed in , 
terms of- Satyagraha. To yield to a clear moral force cannot 
but enhance the prestige and the dignity of the yielder. 

It is to stich a movemen~ that every man and woman in, 
this great .country is invited, but a movement that is intended ' 
tq produce far-reaching results, and which depends, for success · 
on the purity and the capacity for self-suqering of tho e who · 
are engaged in it, can onlv be joined after a searching and / 
prayerful self-examinatlon. I may not too of tel} give the warn
ing I have given at Satyagraha meetings that everyone should 
think a thousand times before coming to it, but having come 
to it he must remain il) it, cost what it may. A friend came ' 
to me yesterday, and told ,me that he did not,. know that it 
meant- all that was explained t a gathering of a few Satya- , 
grahi friends and wanted to witbdraw. I told bim that he
cQuld certainly do so if he had signed wilhout understanding 
the full consequences of the pledge. And I would ask every
one who did not understand the pledge as i has been ex
e.xplained at various meetings to copy 'this example. It is not 
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numbers s much as quality that we want. Let me therefore 
llote down the qualities required of a Sa,tyagrahi. H mu t 
Jollow ,truth at any cost and in 4lll circumstances. He mu t 
,make a continuous effort to love his opponents. He must . be 
prepared to go through every form of uffering, whether ip]
posed upon him by the Government which he is civilly re i t
"ing for the time being, or by those ~ ma)' differ from him. 
This movement is thus a process of purilka.tion and penance. 
BeHeve me that if we go through it in the right spirit alb the 

-fears expressed by the Government and some of our friends 
. "'ill be proved to be groundless and we will nOt only see the 
Rowlatt Bills withdrawn, but the country wiII recognise in 

:Satyagraha a powerful and religious weapon for securing reform 
::.and redress of legitimate grievances. 

Appeaf to t he Viceroy. 
The following resolution war, then put from the chair :
",In view of the unanimous oppositi on of India to the 

Rowlatt Bill and the fact that not a single Indian non-official 
'member voted with the Government for the passing of the 
Bill, this public meeting appeals to His Excellency the Viceroy 

"to withol<l, his. assent to the Act, or in the alterna~ive. to 
· .. eserve tHe. Act for the signification of His Majesty's leasure 
~nder eetion 68 of the Governmenl of India Act ." 

Hartal of 6th April. 
Mr. Ga.ndhi's Instructions. • 

Satyagraha, as I have endeavoured to explain at everal meetings, 
'lis essentia11y a religious movement. It is a process of puri
tication and penance. It seeks to secure reforms ot reclress of 
grievances by self-suffering. I therefore venture to suggest th'at 

·t he econd Sunday -after the publication of the Viceregal allsent 
~o Bill No. 2 of 19[9 (Le., 6~h April) may be observed as a 

.<lay of humiliatidn and prayer. As there must be an effective pub
lic demonstration in keeping with the character Of the (:bser",ance, I 
,beg to advise as follows: 

(i) A twenty-four hOUTS' fa t counting from the last meal on 
·.the preceding n,ght should be observed by all adults, unless p; event
. ~d from so d9ing by consideration of rehgion Or health. The fast is 

not to be regarded in any shape or form, in the nature of a hunger 
_ trike, or as designed to put any pressure upon the Government~ 
It is to be regarded, for the Satyagrahis, as the necessary discipline 

110 fit thl'm for crt-il disobedience, contemplated in the~ pledge. and 
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·tor ·all .othel!6., ,as some slight token of the inten *y of their wounded 
. eelings. . 

eii) All work, except such as may be necessary in the pubJi 
interest, houla be suspended for the day. Markets and other busi
ness place sheuld be cia ed. Employees who are required to work 

-evell on Sunday may only suspend work after obtaining previous 
.leave. . 

I do not hesjtate to recommend these two suggestions for adop
·tion by public se,.vant~ For though it is un.questionably the right 
thing for them not to take part in political discussion and gatherings, 
dn my /opinion they have an undoubted right to expre s upon vital 
matters their ·feelings in tho very limited manner herein suggested. 

(iii) Public meetings shuuld be held on that day in all parts 
~f India, not excluding villages, at which Resolutions praying for the 
withdrawal of tae two measures should be passed. 

If my advice is deemed worthy of acceptance , the responsibility 
will lie in the first instance on the variou atyagraha Associations, 
rior undertaking the necessary work of organi sation, but all other 

ssociations will, I hope, join hands in making this d9monstration, 
a success. 

Jlfadras, 23rd lIfarcn, 1919. M. K OA NDHI · , 
Another Madras Meeting. 

• 30th March '19 . 
• On this day a meeting was held at Madras with the Han. Mr. R. 
4iyangar, the Member of the Imperial Council who tuok the Silty;t
.paha Pledge, in the Chair. 

M· Oandhi 's Message 
Mahatma Gandhi could not attend the meeting as he had left 

'ior Bezwada that day and Mr. Satyamurti r~ad the following 
rmessage from the fahatma:-

Dear Mr. Rangll.swa,mi,-I am sorry that I shall not be with you 
,for this evening's meeting, as I must take the train for Bezwada 
i n order to keep my ellgagement with our Andhra friends. But 
before my departure, I wouk! like to reduce to writing my impres
sions of the tour hrough the • outhern part of th~ Presidency, 
which I nave j,ust completed, and to answer some criticism ~nd 
orne doubts .that have been offered by friends. 

} have visited Tanjare, Trichinopoly, Madura, Tuticorin and 
Negapatam j and taking the lowest estimate, the people addressed 

anust have been not less than thirty thousand. Tho~ who have a 
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• a right to give U9 werning, to express misgivings Ilnd who have j st 

as great a love of the motherland a we claim to have, have feared" 
that however well-meaning we may be, and however anllious e mar 
be to avoid violence, the people who may join the movement under 
an enthusiastic impul e may not be able to exercise sufficient self
control and may break out into violence, resulting in needles loss
of life, and what is more, injury to the natianal cau e. After 
~mbarking upon the movement, I began - adrlressing meetings 
at Delhi. I passed then through Lucknow, Allahabad and Bombay 
to Madras. My experience of all these meetings shows 
that the advent of Satyagraha ha aIr ady altered the pirit of 
those who attend the Satyagraha meetings. In Lucknow, upon all> 
innocent remark by the Chairman as to the manife to Signed by SOme 
of the members of the Imperial Legi lative Council dis-
approving of our movement, the audience cried out 
"Shame ! Shame! ' I drew theil" ttention to the fact that 
Satyagrahis and those who ,lttended Satyagraha meetings 
should not u~e such expres ions and that the speeches at our meet
ings ought not to be punctuated with either marks of disapproval or of" 
approval. The audience immediately understood the spirit of my' 
remarks and never afterwards made any demonstrat' on of their 
opinion. r. In tae towns of this Presidency, as elsewhere, whilst it ill· 
true that tbe large crowds have refrained from any noisy demonstra
tion out of regard for my health, they have fully und~1 t d th 
necessity of refraining from it on the higher gWJud. The leader 
in the movement, have also fully understood the nece sity for eU
restraint. These eiperiences of mine fill me with the greatest !Jope . 
for the future. I never had any ap rehensions of the-danger our 
friends fear; and the various meetings I have described confirm
my optirr. ism. But I would venture further to state that every 
precaution that is humanly possible is being and will be taken t(} 
avert any such danger. It is for that reason that ur ~ledge com
mits the signatorie~ to the breach of those laws that may be elected 
for the purpose by a Committee of Satyagrahis (See p. 47) ; and I am 
glad that our Sindh friendl have understood their pledge, and obeyed' 
the prohibition oft.le Hyderabad Commissioner'of Police to hold their 
inoffensive procession, for it is no part. of the-present movement t(} 
break all the laws of the land the breach of which is not inconsistent· 
with the pledge. A Satyagrahi is nothing jf not instinctively' 
alaw-a~iding end it is his law-abiding nature which ex?c;ts from 
him implicit obedience of the highest !aw, i.e. the voice of conscience,. 
which over-rides all other laws. His civil di obedience even of 
certain laws only is only seeming disobedienc!'. Every I aw give 
the subject ag option either to obey the primary sanction or the 
secondary ; and I venture to suggest that the Satyagrahi by invitin~-
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the Secondary sanction obeys the law. He es not act like the 

rdinary' offender who not onl)"1 commits a breach of the laws of 
the land, whether good or bad, but wishes to avoid the consequences 

·{)f that bre .. ch. It will seem therefore that everything that prudence 
may dictate has been done to avoid any untoward results. 

Some ·friends have said: 'We understand your breach, of the 
Rowlatt leg.islation, but as a Satyagrahl there is nothing for you in 
lit to break. How canoY0u, however, break the other laws whioh you 
,have hitherto obeyed, and which may also be good?' So far as the 
~ood laws are concerned, i.e., lawn which lay down moral principles, 
;the Satyagro.hi may not brenk them, and their breach is not contemplat
·oed under the pledge. But tho other laws are neither good nor bad, 
.In ral odmmoral. TheY may be useful, or may even be harmful. 
These laws one obeys for the suppo ed good Government of the 
oGountry. Such laws are laws framed for purpo es of revenue, or political 
daws creating statutory offences. The e laws enabJe the Government 
( 0 continue its power. When therefore a Government goes wrong 
..to the extent of hurting the national fibre itseli, as does the Rowlatt 
.legislat.ion, it becomes the right of the subject, indeed it is his duty, 
o withdraw his obp.dience to such laws, to the extent it may be re

.quired, to bend the Government to the national will. 
. A doubt has been expressed during my tour, and y f~ends who 

ihave written to me, as to the validity in terms of Satyag:raha of the 
-entrustment of the selection of the laws for breach to a committee. 
For, it is argued thllt it amounts to a surrender of one's conscience, 
to leave such selection to others. - This doubt betrays a. misunder-

• standing c:V the pledge. A Signatory to the pledge undertake" so far 
as he is concerned to break if necessary all the laws ~ hich it would 

. be lawful for a Satyagrahi to break. It is not however obligatory on 
him to break all such laws. He can therefore perfectly conscien
t iously leave. the selection of the laws to be broken to the judgement 
{)f those who are experts in the matter and who in their turn are 
necessarily subject to the limitations imposed by, the pledge. The 
worst that can happen to any signatory is that the selection may not 
be exhaustive enough for him. ~ 

I have been told that I am diverting the attention of the country 
from the one and "Only' thing that matters, viz., the forthcoming 
Reforms. In my opinion . the Rowlatt leg'slation, .inspite of the 
amemlment which, as the Selecl Committee very proRerly says, does 
not amct its prinCiples, blocks the way to progress, and therefore 
to the allotmEint of the substantial reforms. To my mind, the first thing 
nGedful is to secure a frank and full recognition of the principle 
that public opinion properly expressed shall be respected by the 
Government. I am no believer in the doctrine that ~e same power 
cari at the same time trust and distrust, grant liberty and repress it. 
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I have a right to in rpret the coming reforms by tbe light that the' 
Rowlat.t legi lation throws upon them; and I make bold to promise
that if we do not gather sufficient force to remove froul our path. 

,this great obstacle in the shape of the Rowlatt legislation, we hall 
find the Reforms to be a whitened sepulchre. 

Yet at\other objection to answer. ome friends have argood, 
" Your atyagraha movement only accentua the fear we have of the
onrush of Bolsh~vi m" The fact, however, is that if anything can· 
possibly prevent thi calamity descending 'upon our country, i 
is Satyagraha. Bolshevism Is the neces~ary re ult of 
modern materialistic civilization. Its insensntl: worship of 
matter has given rise to a chool hich has been brought up tOo 
look upon material advancement as the goal and which bas lost au' 
touch with the finer things of life. Self-indulgence is the Bolshevik. 
creed. elf-restraint is the Sat a raha creed. If I can but induce
the nation to accept atyagraha, if only as a predominant factor in· 
life, whether social or pol itical, we need have no fear of the Bolshevi 
propaganda. In asking the nation to accept atyagraha, I am ask
ing for the inttoduction in reality of nothing new. I have ~oined a 
new word for an ancient Jaw that has hitherto mainly governed our 
Jives and I do prophesy that if we disobey the law of the finat 
upremac~ of d,e spirit over matter, of troth and love over brute

forces, in aJew years' time we shall have Bolshevism rantpant in 
this India which was once 0 holy. 

--
• 

• 

• 
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Laws of Civil Disobedience. 

The ' following statement was issued in March last b the Satya
graha Sabha, Bomba~;"':' 

The Committee contemplated by the Satyagraha Pledge bil 
advised that for the time being laws regarding prohibited lite
rature and registration of "ewspapers may be civilly disobeyed. 

With reference to prohibited literature, the Committee has· 
selected the following prohibited works for dissemination: 

"Hind Swarajya" by M. K. dhi. 
"Sarvodaya" or Universal Dawn, by M. K. Gandhi (being a', 

paraphrase of f'Unto This Last.") 
"The Story of a atyagrahi." by M. K. Gandhi (being 

paraphrase of the 'Defence and Death of Socrates' by Plato). 
"The Life and Address of Mustafa Kamil Pasha." 
(Printed at the Illt~rnational Printing Press). 
In making this selection, the Committee has . bee guidecJ 

for the .following considerations :- , 
(I) To cause as little disturbance as possible among the 

Governors and the .governed ; 
(3) Until Salyagrahis have become seasoned, disciplined and 

capable of handling delicately organised m~vements, to select 
such laws' only as can be disobeyed individually; 

(3) To select, as a first step, laws that have evokp.d popu
lar disapproval and that, from the Satyagraha standpoint, are
the most open to attack ; 

(4) To select laws whose civil breach would constitute ani 
education for the people, showing them a clear way out of the 
difficulties that lie in the path of honest men desiring to do, 
public work ; 

(5) Regarding prohibited li terature, to select such books- . 
ana pamphlets as a,re not inconsistent with Satyagraha, and 
which are therefore, of a clean type and which do not, either" 
dire9tly or indirectly, apprbve of or encourage vio,lence. 

) " . How to commit c:.ivil dl'sobedience. 
Satyagrahis should receive copies of prohibited literature for 

dis~ribution . . A limited number of copies can be had from the 
Secretaries of the Satyagraha Sabha. Satyagrahis should, so far 
a possible, write their names ~na addresses as lIers, so that 
they may be traced easily when wanted by Government fof' 
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"Prosecution. Natur ny, there can be no qnemicn of secret 
;Bale of this literat reo At the same time them should be no 
forwardness either in distributing it. 

It is open to Satyagrahis to form small groups of men 
:and women to whom they may · read this class of literature. 
The object in ~electing prohibited. literature is not m rely to 
.commit a civil breach of the law regarding it, but · also • ~o 
-supply people with clean' literature of high moral value. 
It is expected that the Government witl ~onfiscate such liter-
ature. Satyagraha is and has to be as indcpendent ot finance 
~s possible. When, therefore, copies are confiscated, atyagrahis 

,are required to make copies of prohibited liter ture themselves 
Or by securing the assistance of willing friends and to make 
.use of it until it is confiscated by giving readings to the people 
'from i't. I t is stated that ch readings would ilmount t~ 
,dissemination of prohibited ratare. When whQle copies are 
exhausted by dissemination' or confiscation Satyagrahis may con

·tinue civil disobedienge by writing out and di tribuling extracts 
-from _ accessible books. 

Regarding ' civil breach of the law governing the publication 
-of newspapers, the idea is to publish in every Saty' g a.ha 
.centre a writt'6n newspaper without registering it. It need not 
..()ccupy rlore than one side of half a foolscap. When . such a 
-newspaper -is edited, it will be found how difficult it i to fill 
rup half sheet. It is a well · known fact that the vast majority of 
newspapers ' contain much padding. Further, rt cannot be deni'!d 
d:hat a newspaper articles written under the terror of the very I 

-strict newspaper law have a double meaning, A Sat)l'lgrahi fOli 
·w.hom punishments provided by law have lost. all terror, can 
,give o,nly in an unregistered newspaper his thoughts and opi
>Ilions unhampered by any other consideration than that, of his 
oQ}Vn conscience. His newspaper, therefore, if otherwise well 
.edited, can become a most powerful vebicle for transmilting 
pnre ideas in a ctmcise manner, and there need be no fear of' 
inability to circulate a hand-written newspaper; for it will be 
the duty of those ' who may receive the first copie to copy 
till at last the process of multiplication is made to cover, if 
necessary, . the whole of the masses of r;dia, And it must 
110t be forgotten that we ha.ve in Ind1a the tradition of im'part· 
ing instruction-by oral teaching. 
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'The Delhi Riot 
The Salyagrahis of Delhi under the gu id ance of Swami Sha

lTadananda, popularly know n as Mahatma Mun hi Ram of Hardwar 
G urukula School , m ade ar rangeme nts to observe unday, the 30th 
larch , as a day of humiliation and prdyer among the citizens of 

Delhi, as a protest against the pa si ng by th e Govern ment of India, 
against the U1h nimou voice of all Ind ia, of the Rowlatt Bills. 

Before the announ'cement was made som e days back atya-
gr,aha meeting w'Cre held at the ongre s P rk to educate the 
publtc in the matter and to prepare them for the coming action. 
Local vernacular papers carried th e annou ncement far and wide to 
every household and even women and children were re dy to arry 
out the instluctions contained therein. Voluntary workers 
went over to every shop in the city and persuaded the shopkeepe rs 
to clo e their shops. • 

On U el'elling of 29th a meetin g was Ire ld at tire ongrcs 
Park at which Prof. Inder , so n of l\Iahatma i\Tunshi Ram after 
explaini ng tbe pwgra.mm e of the comi ng- d:1y read from the Anglo
Indian daily of Delhi, the '"l\Iornin£( Post", pa sage misrepre ent-

• ing the ill ten iOIl of the S<llya ~ra lr 'l lIl ilV" me n , and ssured the 
audience th ft t it wa ' nune of theIr illtention to c reate trouble and 
-exor ted th em to be true and pure Satyagralri . . 

The next morning". Sunday 30 tl, l\!arrit, as propo ed n o shops 
were opened. and th e few which wcre opened itere and there were 

peedily clo ed at the reque: t o f the IIrgani'e rs. Peoplt! travelling 
in trams were requested to get clown a nd so w t! tho e going On 
cR rriages and motors. All this was complete by 9-30 A. lit and 
eve rything wellt off quiet ly fo r sO llletime but fo r the bawling out of 
knots of idlerJ here aJ;jd there wh en .1 carriage or a tram car was 
emptied of its occupan . 

Af~el accomplishing their (ask in the bazars and Slree ts of Delhi 
some ot the over-en thu iastic wl, rkers proceeded t the railway 

• -station at about IHlf past len to p t: rsuade the station hop-keepers 
who however refused to close thdr shops un the plea that they 
wer bound by contract to keep their shops open. There was a 

faraca and some of the plates etc. of the sweet vendors were thrown 
off when the railwa:y police intervened and to_ok two 0 the demons
otrators in custody. Hearing of this more men hurried to the 

• 
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railway station aat asked for the release of those arrested which 
was refused. It is said that the sergeants and other railway officers 
caned them severely. A quarrel ensued resulting in assaults on 
both sides. Meanwhile the c rowd increased and g radually became 
unwieldy for the police. Intimation was sent to the Additional 
District Magi strate who arrived at the spot at about 12 with a small 
military force and machine go uns and ordered the cro"d to 
disperse They did not heed. The machine g.un was fired first in the 
air and then at the crowd killing a few and woundir,g more who
were at once remuved tv the nei~hbouring building. ]n conlu ion 
the crowd withdrew to the Queen's Garden and then to the Clock 
Tower in Chandni Chowk. Meanwllile more people gathered at 
the .ctock T owe r and they tri t d to get in to the gardel to form th e 
proposed procession. The military who were guard ing the Muni 
cipal building in the garde ll s shot at the crowd with revolvers which 
again ki lled a few more and wounded some. The exac~ number 
of killed and wounded in all is not ddinitly kn own bllt eight bodies 
have ope nl y bee n crem~ted and more an, suspected to have been. 
remov'ed to .outstations and cremated there by the military. 

W~n the confussion was going on at the Railway tation Ma
hatma Iun,~hi Ram arrived at the spot and tried hi£ best to n~con
cile witl the authorities. He explainert to the audience owhat had 
happwe and exorted them tn have patience and conduct them
selves Ii true atyagrahis without being e4cited At this time 
information was received of the happening~ at handani Chowk 
when th e crowd became restle s. The Mahatma quieted them. Just 
at that time the mi litar), headed by two Eurorean office4ts were seen 
march in l{ towards the crowd. The crowd began to disperse in con
fu ssion when the M.hatma again kept them in control The military 
meanwhile drrived and began to surrou nd the crowd when Mahatma 
interviewed lhe officer who wanted them to condllet themselves 
pear.efully whi ch he :lssured, provided the military lVere removed 
from the scene The officer agreed and and marched off round 
the park toward handni Ch"wk and after patrolling- that street for 
some time came back agaill. thi lime headed by the Chief Commis
sioner and tbe District l\iagis tra te, to allolher place in the park 
where the aud ience had shifteci owing to j n~reased numbers which 
by thi s time grew to more than ten thousand . Thi s time there were 
no si(! ns of f;onfussion in the crowd. The military were ;;nayed in. 
order ~nd the officers stood at the edge of the crowd. The Cbief 
Commissioner c<ill ed th e Mahatma who was tanding on a platform 
in the middle, and had a talk with him. On being questioned ~hat 
this meetinit was for, how long it would last anll who would be 
responsible fe r the orderly conduct of the audi ence, the Mahatama 
arls\veted that the meeting was to protest against the passing of 
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the Ro "Iatt Bill, that it would la t till 6 an that .he would be • 
Tesponsible for urder provided the military were removed from the 
place. He then explained to tht: audience what the Chief Com
missioner told him and they in one voice cried out that it was none 
of their object to create trouble and til Ii t thq had not done so and 
that they will not do so provided the military or the police did not 
inte"rft:le with them on their way. The Chief Commis ' ioner assured 
them about the military and after giving instructions to the officers 
not to dIsturb them, m:rrched off. After passing a resolution of pro
test against the Rowltt Bills the mt:eting term inated at 6 r . M. and 
-the crowd disperserl. 

A portion followed the l\Iahatma through Chandni Chowk when 
on the way a Gurkha firerl a shot at the crowd whIch did not hit 
anybody. Then tht: Mahatma went near the firer and a ked why he 
shot at the peaceful crowd and in reply the Gurkha threatened to 
shoo: him al a pointing his rifle at him. He stood firm and offered 
him elf to be shot. fore men pointed their riAes at him when a 
European otlicer rushed into the spot and enquired who fired at the 
crowd and let the crowd pa s on peaceably. The night pa ed on 
·quietly. Not a man dared to walk out, not a carriage was to be 
seen and the police and the military guarded the streets and the 
military were po ted outsirle the city throughout the iii! Lmes . 

• D elhi, 31 Ma1'ch 1919. 

Nt:xt morning people Legan to clamour for the dead bodies, and 
• pending receipt of the same refused to upen the hops. Two out of 

them wereoilanded over in thl:: morning and were lalHm in po ses
ion to be buri ed. In the evening five more were given and a huge 

·crowd numbering about ten thousand headed by Mahatma Munshi 
Ram followed the bodies to Ihe grave. 

A body of a iVIahomedan who was killed the previous day was 
removed to rln adjacent mo que. The police de~landed the body 
'which was refused They threatened but to no purpo e. 

Some of the leading gentlemen of the city went to the Deputy 
'Commissioner on deputation to ask for the dead borlies when, it ill 
said, the Dy. Com. 01. Beadon regreted that only innocent men 
were killed and not tho e wqo deserved to be killed. 

In tile evening a c<;mference ot the citizens was held when a 
Commission of private and independent enquiry call . isting of Rai 
'Saheb Piyare Lal, Hazi-ul-Mulk Hakim Ajmal Khan, Rai Bahadur 
Sultan Singh an others was appointed to record evidence and 
Il'eport, and a committee of about 16 membels was also appointed to 
help them to secure evidence. • 
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Swami Bltadhanda.'s Sta.tement to the Pre s. 

"On Sunday, March 30th, even' shop and business place wa 
closed from the morning. Returning from morning serv:ce in 
the local Arya amaj Mandir, r patrolled through tbe city. Tbe 
tramcars had ceased plying because none w" ul d u e them, and, 
even ' tongas ,' etc., had slOPped and all was quiet Wilh tholl , afld 
of peaceful subjects walking on footpaths. returned to my place 
after 12 a. m. , i"tending to go to the meeting oafter four 

"At two o 'clock some ~entlemen came running from the Railway 
tation, saying that as some people a ked the s tation shop to 

clo e a European railway o ffi cial came and threatened them When 
told i~ was no husille s of bis to interfere he whi tIed to the 
police, who took two men OUl of the collected ma ses in custody. 
The masse said that if their men were given up thel' lI'ould go away. 
Then the police began to belahour the:n with a tick. Soldier 
with a machin e-g un we'e arriving whcn th ey left to report to me. 

" I left immediately for the Railwal' tation. There heard 
that the machine-gun had firect inctiscriminately and ahOUl a dozen 
had either been kill ed or wound ed , the bodie being dragged into 
the station yard. Those hit inclllrlerl a railway passenger with one 
woman . , 0 ~hey ~aid. I saw the ,urkhas coming from the oppo
site side. The British soldiers were alread)' there. 1 wen' to some 
European, of whom One was Mr. C urry. til City l\Iagi trate, 
and a ked them to tell me the true f ~'CI~. Tbe)' treated me with 
indiflerence . :'I1r. 6 'urry actually turning hii back upon me. I 
told him that I was taking the people awa), to the me eti nO' ground , 
alth ugh early, and he ought not to irritate the people lry making a 
di splay of t e military and machine gUll. 

" rhe whote crowd. ome 3 to 4 thousands , followed me . Avoidjng 
military cordons we marched through the city. Tbou'ands fol 
lowed a.nd thousanrls had preceeded u and about 15 thousands 
assembled on COAgress grounds. The number \\'a swe lling and 
had ri ell to 25 thousands, and I was addressing tl em, exhorting 
them to act like atyagrahis and to control tbeir sorrow ano anger, 
when intelligence reach ed that "Gora" soldier had fir~d near the 
Clock T ower and that another dozen or so °had b~en pierced with 
bullets. Some began to get excit~d ~nd I again managed to paci
fy them. But then two British militan' officer Oil hor eback 
came on full speed with some Sowers and wanted a talk With me. 
r went out and a ked the officer the meaning of thi. I aid 
this was a meeting of peaceful citizens and they were exasperlo.t
ing the people by a show of military aggression. Thl! officer said. 
he would noP interfere with the peacefu1 meeting but a brick 
bat had just passed him. Neither I nor any other had seen any 
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brickbat passing. The officer went away wit the sowar 
it was not their 0 ject to di perse a peaceful meetin 

Maohine gun a.t the door. 

55 
• > sarmg 

"The crowel .va becoming huge and after putting up a plat. 
fol"m in the middle of th e maidan. we removed there The 
crowd. some forty Ihou ands. had hardly ell leel it elf, a nd after 
ext ::> rting them in thg name of Iltyagrah , 1 had c(.mmencen a 
prayer to the lmighty when Ihe same ~o\Vars came running again 
with a Mahomedan police onicer, !\'Jr. Curry and the Chief om
missioner. In th e meantime a machine-gull motor had rattled 
to the door of th e meeting maidan. I had to come down th~ 
platrorm and to go 10 the hid Commi ion er outside the audi
ence. The Chid Commis. ioner a 'ked me what we were going 
to do. and how long the meetillg" wou ld last [n.n wered that 
a resolution of prote~t against the Rowlall Bills would be pas ed 
10 he sent to Mr. :\Iontagu and the meetin~ would last till 6-30. 
H e asked me ahollt th e 'pea kcrs and name~ were given Then 
h told me that if I gave an as~urance thal the feelings of the 
people would not he stirred and that the c rowd would quietly 
disperse to lhelr homeS he wou ld not interfere with the m eeting. 
ll1 reply I said I am personally re~pon ible and had Lee n pacifying 
tho. e w"ose relatives had been shot and wounded bUI)f on our 
wal' back your military ('rave trouble again f will not be resp'on
~il)lt:. The I't:spon~bilit)' will re,t with you I exp lained all the 
facts and said intelligence ca me that machine-guns again dis-

• chaq~ed volleys nea r the Clock Tower . Th " Chief Com mis-
,inner said in repl." that no machine-gun wa fired ncar th e Clock 
Tliwer. I said in that case 1 c ulc\ reassure th e people saying that 
no p-ople had bee n injured near the Clock Tower. The Chief 
Commissione r on thi~ quietly saicl " rifle s were firej not machi ne
gun." Then came all inquiry trolll me, "was anybody injured? " 
The reply wa " I do not know ancl therefore c~nnot say." Then 
the Chief Commis ioner tolcl me to give a message of hi s to the 
people to act on the instructions of !\II'. Gandhi and crea le no 
disturbance. I wa& all along speakin~ in a loud voice which 
thou and heard. Tl4en I mounted th e platform again and a ked 
the a~sembled people categorically about what [ had been telling 
them. They all sai lt that they would never depart from the prin
ciples f atyagraha. Whatever I)ppre sion they suffered they 
would bear with patience. The Chief Comm i-sioue r went away, 
saying that if the meeting dispersed quietly neither the military 
nor" the police would interfere with the meding. Then th e reso
lution to be sent to Mr. Montagu was adopted unacimously. 

" I asked the large audience to follow me and to leave quietly 
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-when near their res' ence. We wer walking in order. When we 
were nearing the lock Tower, the Gurkhas were in the middle 
of the road in double file facing both way. On seeing us they 
marched to the right foot board. We thought they had left to 
enable us to pass but when we came near them a rifle wa fired into 
the crowd. There was a stir and deep tone of resentment but I 
asked all to halt and they obeyed. ] n my Sanyasi dres 1 w~nt ttp 
to the foot path alone and asked the Gur 'has \ Iy th y were firing 
on innocent and peaceftll peopk Two ri s were immediately 
pointed at me and tney began sayi ng in a very insolent tone "LUm ko 
chhed denge".-"We will pierce you." [stood quietly before them 
.and liaid "main khara hun goli chalao," "I am stancing: fire. " -\t 
once eight or ten more rifles \\ ere aimed at my \"reast and in olent 
threats went on. The crowd could contain itself no longer and was 
about LO ru h wh!!n a wave of III hand and a short appeal topped 
them . But they were sayi ng "le t us die and not you, oh let tI . die" 
The rifle had remained pointc:d at my brea t for some three minutes 
when a European approached on hor e back. I told him to mark 
the scene and the rifles at once wellt down. In my presenc.e t 
Europe::.n on horseback asked the only policeman present whether 
he had ordered th e . oldier to fire. The policeman denIed h ving 
-ordered firing . I stopped northwarc'l and asked the EurolJean oll;c~r 
whether ht heard the rifle fire; he impatiently answered that he was 
enquiring-about it. I then left with the people following m , 

Then there was a stran ge . ight. A C urkha came near me, 
brandishing his naked khukhri right and left ~o one being co\\"e1 
down he left. The.machine-gun motor was rattling away encirclin . 
'Us with the gun constantly pointed at u a d with the hind of the 

unners n it. The crowd wa~ I.either cowed down nor impatient . 
At Fatehpuri I ent many of them home . Again many followed 
till 1 reached my place when all Hindu and lVIohammadan took 
affectionate leave. 

"1 have no sense of rc: sentment against the military or Govern
ment officials. But tho e who e relntives have been murdered or 
wounded are inconsolable and in tile whole population of Delhi 
there i a ense of insecurity and com plete distru t in the justice of the 
afficer in charge. A he lples people. specially imbue{l now with 
Satyagraha principles , will keep quiet but this shedding- of blood 
on a bloodies day will not pass unnoticed by the Master of the 
Univer e. My message to my countrymen is "Celebrate 6th April 
with prayers and humiliation before the throne of the Father pirit, 
but do not be deterred for fear of military force to hold mass 
meeting. The resolution against the Rowlatt Bills must go to 
the King-Emperor from e\'ery nook and corner of India. " 

• 



ahatm8 Gandhi on Delhi Tragedy. 
M:aliatma Gandhi was about this time touring in Madra!! and 

outb India. He heard and read only scrappy aocounts of the 
\Delhi disturbance in the newspapers while in the train m route to 
;Bombay. On reading \\Iami Shraddhananda's statement he wired to 
,him a message of congratulation and said :-

HI" opposing Ihe Rowlall Legirlalio" we are raisling Ihe spirit 
.f)/ lerrO/1m {yi"g behimi "1. II is 1/0 easy lask. We havt 10 glfJe 
,much 1IIore surh "l7Iocml blood as Delhi gave. It is unnecessa.ry for 
Delhi to fast again on next unday." 

When the full news of the Delhi tragedy reached M. Gandhi 
rho wa then at Bombay ( April 4), he at once issued the 

\following letter to the press: 
lt is alleged against the Delhi people assembled at the Delhi Rail

. vay Station (I) that some of them were trying to coerce sweetmeat 

.sellers into c10iing their st lis ; (2) that some were forcibly preventing 
lPeople from plying tramcars and other vehicles; (3) that ome of them 
.threw bric~bats ; (4) that the whole crowd that marched to th station 
demanded the release of men who were said to be coercers and vho 
were for that reason arrested at the instance of the railway authori
dies: (5) that the crolvd declined to disperse whf!n the Magistrate 

. gave order to disperse. 
I have - read Sanyasi Swami hradhanandji's acco n of 

·the tragedy. I am bound to accept it as true, unless it is 
,a.ut oritatively proved to be otherwise, and his account seems 
to me to deny the allegations I, 2 and 3. But assuming the 

\'truth of all allegations it does appear to me that the local 
.authorities in Delhi have made use of a blackvnith hammer to 
.crush a fly. On their action, however, in firing on the crowd, I 
.shall seek another opportunity of saying more. My purpose ill 
\vriting this letter is merely to i sue a note of warning to all 
Satyagrahis. I would, .therefore, like to observe that the conduct 
.described in the allegations I to 4, if true, would be inconsistent 
with tbe Satyagraha pledge. The c nduct described in allegation 5 
.can be c~nsistent Ith the pledge. but if the allegation is true, the 

• . conduct was premature, because the committee, contemplated ill 
rthe eledge, hail not decide~ upon the disobe~ience of orders .that 
may be issued by the Magistrate under the RIOt Act. I am anxIOUS 
to make it as clear as I can that in this. movement no pres
,sure can be put upon people who do not wish to accept our 

.A 
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suggestions and dvice, the movement befng essentially one to 
secure the greatest freedom for all. Satyagrahiu cannot forcibly 
demand release of those \Vh& might be arrested, whether justly 
or unjustly. The essence of the pledge is to invite impri un' 
ment and until the commiitee decides opon the breach of the ' 
Riot Act, it is the duty of Satyagrahis to obey, without maiting 
the slightest ado, Magisterial orders to . perse, etc" and thu 
to demonstrate their law-abiding nature. 1 hope that the next. 
Sunday (A p. 6th) at atyagraha meetings, aIr speeches will be free 
from passion, anger or resentment. The movement depend~ for it. 
success entirely upon perfect self-possession, self. restraint, ab olute" 
adherence to truth and unlimited capacity for self· ufferin .. 
Before ,dosing this letter, I woul~ add that in 0 posing the' 
Rowlatt Legislation atyagrahi are resis ting the spirit of terror
ism which lies behind it and of which it is a mo t glaring: 
symptom. The Delhi tragedy imposes an added responsibility 
I!Ipon Satyagrahis of stilling lheir hearts and going on with 
'heir struggle until the Ro\\'lau Legislation is withdrun. 

Government Account of The 
o Delhi Disturbances. • 

n 3rd April the Government of India, Home Departmenrr 
issued the following Press Communique. 

As misleadingoaccounts of the disturbances in Delhi on unday, 
the 30th March, appeared in certain newspapers, tv,e followir. 
summary of the official report received fr.om the local administration· 
is isslllt:d for general information :-

The shops in the city generally were closed on nnday" 
morning as a protest against the passing of the Rowlatt Bill , 
Those shoplteeners who opened their shops were induced to 
close them at an early hour by 10-30 a. m. The crowds 
in the streets were making effort s to e tend the hm"tal 
~o the tOJlga-drivers and to compel all passengers to walk. 
The usual police precautionary measure bad been taken, and ' 
all the reserves in the police lines and at the variou!) stations 
were in readines. About I or 1:30 p.m. a large crowd as
sembled outside the railway station and some person entered 
and attempted to prevent tbe Railway contractor who supplies food 
to the_ third class passengers from carrying out his duties and· 
to make him observe the /uzrta/. On the contractor's refusat he 
'Was assanltrd and the railway pQlice and staff arrested two of 
lUs assailants. Several hundred men of the mob. which had 
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collected out ide, invaded the tation with the object of rescuing 
he two men who had be n arre ted. A complete steppage 

.of the work of the station was thu threatened. The tation 
·was cleared by the police, as i ted by varion Briti h soldier 
vho happened to be present on the platform :!ond by a p rty 

of i50 Mainpuris on their way home from Mesopotamia, who 
were in a train in the station yard. A, however, the attitude 
of the mob outside rile tation was very threatening and the 
station authorities requisitioned help from the Fort, a party of 
~ome 20 to 50 Briti h Infantry were sent from the Fort to the 

tation. The uperintendent of Police arrived on the cene 
with a few mounted con tables at about 2 p.m., and found hi I 
Foot police under the command of the Assistant uperinten-

ent and a party of 20 to 30 British Infantry surrounded by 
a sbo/Jting mob on the Queen's Road in front of the Railway 
. tation. The mob was 0 close to the men protecting the statiOil 
gates that one of them attempted to snatch a riRe from a Briti h 
Infantry-man, and was wounded with the bayonet. To relieve 
the pressur.e, !he uperintendent of Police charged the crowd 
w:th his mounted men, and drove them into the Queen's Garden 
and down the road to right and left. For so ti es the 
1'ioters haP been throwing stones and bricks at the po ce and 
soldiers and, among others, the Additional District Magistrate, 
the uperintendent and A sistant uperintendent of Police and 
the District Traffic uperintendent were struck on their helmets . 

• After the police and military had bt::en cont nding with the 
-mob for nearly a couple of hours, without succeeding in driving 
them off, the Additional District l\'lagistrate and the Sllperin
·tenden t of Police came to the conclusion, about 2/30 p.m., that 
further postponement of sterner mea ures would only lead to 
an infinitely greater bloodshed. An order to fire a couple of rounds 
was therefore given. Two of the rioters fell. The remainder 
broke and the police and infantry were then able to drive them 
-back through the Ileen's Garden which was cleared in" about half 
an hour. Pickets were placed up to th :! Town Hall, the Mainpuris 
already referred to bein$ utilised to line the road round the Queen's 
Garden. The crowd maintained its threatening- attitude in the 
Chandni Chowk and the Superintendent of Police, on riding up, 
after he3i'ing a couple of shots from the direction of the TONn Hall, 

o fo und about L5 Briti h Infantry and l5 Policemen being heavily 
toned. The mob surged' over the railing' into tbe Queen's Garden, 

It ltppeared inevitable that some of tite police and infantry would 
800n' be seriously inj ured, and as the attacks of the mQb continued 
·the order to fire un the.n was given. Two or three rounds per man 
·~vere fired, and three men were seen to fall, but others were probab-



• 
• 1J0 THZ DELHI RIOT [ ApB.l~ 

Iy hit. T his enctd the trouble and the rioters dispersed. So faT' 
as has been ascertained, eight men were killed and some J 2 or J ~ 
lIave been treated for wounds at the Civil HospitaL In spite of the 
rumours and newspaper reports to the contrary, none of the killed' 
were boys, and though an armoured car was sent from the Fort, the
machine gun in it was not fired. The lladro[ of the Ctvalry 
which had been sent for from the new Cantcnm nt arrived in tlie 
City after the rioters had dispersed. In the. opinion of the local ad· 
ministration the Police and the British Infantry employed to scatter 
the rioters behaved with great restraint, and a very sudden and' 
akward situation was tackled with great firmness by the Additional, 
District Magistrate and the . upt"rintendent of Police. 

Another Communique issued from the Oover nmeot 
of Ind ia aaltd Simla. A.pr. S, said: There is reason to believe' 
that misleading accounts of the effec t of the Anarchical and' 
Revolutionary Crimes Act (commonly known as the Rowlatt 
Bills) are being circulated among the more ignorant sections of 
~he population. Thus in Delhi it is reported that large sect-
10ns of the populace believed that the Act empowers any police" 
officer to arrest, without a warrant, any three Indians whOm> 
he may'See r engaged in a conversation and' to enter and searclr 
without a warrent any house. These beliefs seduloo 11 propagated1 

by evilly disposed persons and allowed to pass uncontradict d by 
others doubtless account largely for the hIgh state of excitement 
prevalent among t.he crowds that came into conflict with the police( 
and military at Delhi on the 30th Ma ch with fatal r~sults. I: i . 
hardly necessary to state that the Act contains no prOVisions of the 
narore indicated, it confers no powers of arbitrary arrest Or search 011' 
the police, and the only reference it contains to arrest or search i . 
in Section 34 ( I) which authorises the arrest on the written order 
of the Local Government of a person where there are reasonable 
grounds for beJit'Ving that he has been or is concerned in certain 
serious offences in any area to which Part 3 of the Act ha been 
extended. The same Section permits the search, under similar 
authority, of any place in such area believed to have been used 
by such person for any purpose conneded with an anarchica 
or revolutionary movement. No parl' of the Act is as yet in force,. 
nor can any part be brought into force within any Provinc. or area 
unless and until the Governor-General in Council is satisfied that· • 
anarchical or revolutionary movements are being promoted in sucho 
.Provmces or areas. 
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Col. Beadon's action 
On April 4th Col. Beadon, the Deputy Commissioner, held an 

informal meeting '\lith the leading citizens of the town to di cus 
what steps should be taken to prevent a repetition of the unfor
tunate happenings of the 30th March. A large number of 
gentlemen responded to his invitation, and this included three
members of the non-official Commission of Enquiry which was 
set up by the Citizens to make a searching enquiry of the unhappy 
events and leport thereon , namely, Khan Bahadur Hakim AjmaJ 
Khan, Rai aheb Piarey Lal and Rai Bahatlar Sultan ingh. 

In opening the proceedings Colonel Beadon said that there
were rumour of another strike on onday next and he oughc 
their co-operation in inducing the people not to strike, and, 
further more, if some persons persisted in triking to take such steps
as would prevent rioting He said that he proposed to is ue hand
bills which he asked the gentlemen present to distribute broad
cast. He read out the text of the hand-bi ll which w ira the verna
cular. the following is a translation :-

. The Hand-bil l . 
"You have all heard of the rioting wh:ch took place on . unday r 

the 30th March, with the unfortunate result that" some eight person . 
were killet1 and more have been wounded. For this rp.ason 1 publish 
the following : On that day, certain persons had deter.Dined to 
close their shops as a sign of protest against the Act which ha 
been passed by the Supreme Government to prevent murderous out
rages and anarchical crimes and to protect the public from such, 
criminals. Those persons who organised this protest concealed the' 
fact that, though the Anarchical and Revol utionaOry Crimes Act had' 
been passed by the Imperial Counci l, it is not actually in force, and' 
no part of it can be brought into operation, unless and until the' 
Governor General-in-S:;ouncil publi hes a notification declaring thar 
he is satisfied that any part.or parts of India, in which it i' to come' 
into force. anarchical or revolutil)nary movements are bing promo
ted an~ certain serious offences connected therewith are prevalent to· 
such an extent that special procedure fo r their repression prescribed 
by' the Act i. necessary to ensure pub'ic safety. It should be know/l< 
to you that at present tte Act is not in force in any part of India, 
and it is the hope of the Government that it will neller be nece sar)' 
to enforce it. The action of the Government in passing t.he Act i 
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• merely that of a p dent houst:-holder who keeps Luckets full of 
water to put out fire if one takes place, Or a Zamindar who leeps on 
his threshing floor when wheat has been reaped to prevent it l..eing 
stolen. Citizens of Delhi have no need to anticipate tbat the enfor e
ment of the Act will be necessary here. What reason is there then 
for the excitement which has been aroused thu ? The strike was 
foo lish and unnecessary. Those who bad determir ed to close their 
. hops, took the law into their own bands, an . prevented otber S op 
keepers by threats from opening their shop. The re ult wa tbat 
the bazaar was closed, and many people were idle, and a crowd of 
budmasbes created a disturbance at the Railway Station. The so
called Passive Resistance turned at once into active rioting, which 
the Sircar cannot allow. Those who created the strike are entirely 
o blame for creating a situation which they could not control. Be 

'warned by this notice not to be deceived by persons who wi h to 
-compel you to close your shops If you close your shops, ou I urt 
yourselves, you may hurt innocent victims, but you do not hurt the 

irkar. If anyone forces you to close your shops, get tbeir names 
recorded at the nearest Thana. The irkar cannot help you unle 
you help the irkar in this way. Now that the city is quiet again, do 
not agitate yourself, and cause more trouble to your relative.l and 
fellow citizen The Sirkar, as )'ou 1now, ha& no wish to see ri t or 
to have tl,) use force to repress tiots. r want you all to rea'ise how 
much we, tbe Government servants, deplore that men shuuld have 
heen killed and wounded. J am therefore asking tbe Raises of 
Delhi to raise subscriptions for the wounded and their dependents." 

After this notice· was read , 01. Deadon asked the meeting if they 
would propose any other mea UTe. • 

Dr Shroff said, so far as he had learnt, there would be no strike 
on 'unday ext. He had obtained this information from the ;"atya
graha Camp. Asked if the trike occurred the atyagrahi would be 
able to stop it or prevent doting, he replied he was not in a position 

,to reply. 

Rai Bahadur Sultan Sfng h said tbe atyagraha Executive 
·Committee had decided that there should be no second trike on 
. unday 6th Arril as all realised that only evil and no g()od could 
.come out of it. They however proposed to hOld a pubhe meeting 
that evening, and he desired to know if they would be allowed to do 
.so in the Q een's Garden or in the grounds near the Fort. • 

Col. Beadon said that this matter was beside the object of the 
:meeting, and a proper application should be made for the pu rpo e. 
He a ked in if anyone would COme forward to help preventfng 
riots in case they occurred. _ but no reply was forthcoming. T he 
members hO\v~,er said they would appoint a Sub Committee to 
collect fu~ds for the wounded. The meeting then dispersed. 
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Reply to Col. Beadon. 
In reply to the Bea a Handbill the following counterbla twa 

j sllen by Mr. A. D esai, Secretary, Satyagraha Sabha, Delhi. 
and addressed to the redoubtable Colonel :-

DEAR lR,-After carefully reading the notice read out to'· 
the assembly convened by you in the Town Hall on the 4th 
of April 1019 and ub equently issued presumably under your 
orders to the public of Delhi, the. Executive Committee of the ' 
Satyagraha abha Delhi feels constrained in the public interest 
'10 repl to certain J'efiectioll against the sa~d abha contained 
in the notic referred to above, in order to remove the mis
understand g that it is likely to creat and to "Counteract the 
attempts that are being assidously made in certain quarter to' · 
screen the mistakes of certain subordinate Govt. officers in connec
tion with-the recent 1lnfortunate incidents and to point out their 
re ponsil~ility on 1lnoffending public workers. . : 

(1) The assertion contained in Jour notice that the persons
\vho advised to giv.e expression to public indignation concealed 
from the pubr tbe fact that the- Act No.' I of 1919-' 

• would be applicable in specia l circumstance! and only after a 
notificatio~ by the Governor-General -in-Council to ' that effect. 
It is submitted that the workers of the atyagraha abha had ' 
explained to the public all the aspects of the act sought to be ' 
repealed in three meetings held before the unday demonstra
tion. They had at the same time placed efore the p1lblic 
in the said meetings th e conteutionR and arguments advanced by 
the on-Official members of the Imperial L·egislative Council 
against the passing of the said Act. It appears to the Com
mittee that the notice issued under your signatures was pre
pared withont carefully reading the speeches delivered by all 
the N oll·official members of the 1m perial Legislative Council 
and without obtaining a correct report of the speeches made
at the . meetings heJd under the auspices of the atyamraha.. 

abha on the 24th, ~7th and 21j'h March 1919. The Comgittee 
does not belie\'e that the repert of the said speeches did not 
re1ch you. All that it submits is that a very incorrect and' 
distorted account of ~hem was supplied to you . which ledy ou. 
to arrive at incorrect conclusions and held the CItizens of Delhi. 
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"HE .DII. 
and their leader, specially the members iii tbe 
Sabha, re ponsible for the unfortunate inc~dents of 
30th M;arch. 

[ APaIL 
atyagraha 

• unday the 

(2) In your notice you also mention that til Ro att A t 
is not applicable to Delhi and it is hoped that there will be 
1110 occasion ' to apply it to Delhi. Consequentry in yolU opiniQn 
the clo ing of the shops was foolish an a silly deci ion. We 
ieel it our duty to make it clear tliat p~ pl-e of Iddia 
.object to the principle underlying the Act. he Act a 0 

1p~esuppo es that the whole of the country i .ife witit anarchi
cal societies, necessitating the use of such stringent d bar b 
laws. We respectfully but firmly ubmit that c:m idering the 
.unimpeachable attitude of the country as a whole in the past, 
s.uspicions of this nature cOllstitute an insult to its population. 
It is th~ feeling of this insult and indignation which is ught 
to be expressel! in the meetings, peeche, and demon alions 
tfrom one end of the country to he other, hat it may be 
b rought home to the overnment th,at the peopl nnot bear 
the breach of the principles of · justice involved in the passage 
.of the Rowlatt Act. 0 designate the purely con titutional 
,efforts of the people as "futile and silly" is not only an insult 
of the pe pIe M this Country but it is an insult offered to the funda
mental pflnciples on which rests the enti re structure of th~ Bntish 
Empire and of which our rulers are justly proud. 

. (3) The third misstatement which we feei oW' duty to con
t radict is that threats were used to force people to close he' r • 
shops. It is impossible to conceive that a handful. of melt 
.bowever influential would have succee ed in organising uch a 
large demonstration if the people them elves had not willingly 
co-operated 'vith them in the ta k. You !DU t be aware-of 
the failure that a nded the efforts made by the leading citi
,zens of Delhi and 'the members of the Satyagraha abha to 
prevent people frOm closing their shops on the 3 I st March, 
.1919. It is not intended to deny that some people might 
have expressed over,enthusiasm in their efforts to induce the public 
to close their shops which in a case or two might hav resulted 
in unpleasantness. But it is absolutely ·unjustifiable and in
.correct to represent it as forCing people to close their shops. 
In this connection we may be permitted to point out .that it 
is against the fundamental principles of the atyagraha abha 
and that the sabha cannot possibly violate its basic principles. 

(4) The fourth statement in your notice is that the people 
",vho assemble" at the station and were finally without any cause 
lfired at were ordinary badmashes and rioters. You also assert 
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that no boys, were killed or ~ ounded D r the tati Jl or" 
Clock·towp.r. W may be permitted to ay that it i incorrect 
and against fact . We feel confident that if the Government 
appoints an impartial C rnmittee tn investigate and inquIre into 
the whole unfortunate affai r it . hall bear out our statement and it 
would ee n how many boys were killed or wopnded by the 
nribg of t.he police and military. . ' 

. 5) The fifth i rrect statement in your notice is that the 
per ons who u "'ge~ted the closi ng of the shop are re pon ible 
for all -these development. We do not know on what argu
ments and fact the Government relies f(,r this tatement, but 
we beg ' t draw your attention to the fact that while the Govern.' 
ment (accordi ng to it own statement) failed to restore order 
even after the free use of rifles and bayonets at the railway 

tation where not more than five thou and are said to have 
been pre ent, a few mc:mbc:rs of the Satyagraha abha succeeded 
in control)ing; and pe dullY dispersing a'l audience e timated 
a 20,000 to 35,0 people on the 30th of March in the People's 
park in splle of the provocation which the di~play of bllre swords 
and bayonets, rifle and machine guns n.;turaHy causes. Can 
,any man after seeing this attitude of the Satyagrahis rightly 
h old them re ' ponsible for the bloodshed on the 30th of March? 
Without . the least intention of ddivering a hasty - juc1 ment we 
f'espectfully submit that the re ponsibility of all thi affair lie on 
the Government officials who, even if it be conceeded that a few 
mischievuus urchins flung a few stones at the police. replyed 

• to the stones of boys by rifles, bullets, and -the bayonets of the 
police' an<\ military. Officials whu were panic stricken by the 
ordinarv noise and clamour natural on such occasions irresponsiblv 
madl! innocent people the target of rifles and thought il np.cessary 
to contradict by facts an d argument thl! allegations made by \lS. 

But if Government considers that no hlam attachl!s to the m 
in this matter it should establish its innocence in order to remove 
the possibility of all future misunderstanding. 

(6) As regard s your advice to the people not to close their 
shops and . to report the name of persons who might compel 
them to do so to the nearest police station, we beg to point 
out that the Execu'live Com mittee of the Satyagraha abha 
has already decided that ih vi'!w of the fact that tbey have already 
done I on the 30th of March that no such d~monstration 
should be held on the 6th of }. pri!. Even Mahatma (,andh i 
has ent a notice to that effect which is binding 011 every atyagrahi. 
But if your advice impll e that it is illegal to persuade or induce 
any shop-keeper to clo e bis shop we must emphatically prote t 
against tbis unjust interterenc,e with tbe legitim:lt~ rights of the 

5 
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"people. After chi rebuking and expre sion of <Ii plea ure you 
have been please to announce your intention of requesting the 
leading citizens of Delhi to raise fund for the help f the wounded 
and families of the killed. It is very kin d of you to express such 
care and solicitude for the welfare of the people and we thank 
you' for the humani~arian motives which prompted that decision. 
N eed we point out that the ci ti.ze ns of Delhi have already 
started a fund for th e re li ef of the wou d and sufferers and 
a memori al of th ose killed and it is hoped tbat the citizen 
shall /oiive pracical proof of their sympathy and sacrifice. It i& 
therefore superfluous to appeal to the Rai es of Deihi wben 
the general public ha already taken up the 1V0rk as a duty they 
owed to God. 

In conclusion we may he permitted to say that our con
scil!nce is clear. our convictions are unshaken, we stand on 
the path of truth. Whate ve r we are doing we consider it our 
duty anr1 in future whatever we shal l do we shall be guided 
by the best interests of our people and our conn try. We are 
neither seditioni sts nor disturbers of peace. 'Ve are neither 
conspirators nor rebels. Our crime. if c rime it can be called, 
is that we do not permit any interfe rence with our legitimate 
r ights and cQnsider it the duty of every self-respecti ng man to 
be prepa;ed 'for every kind of sacrifice for the defence . of Right 
and Justice. In t.he end we pray to God that he mar gra nt wisdom 
to our rulers and help us in our ri ghteoLl cause. 

• 

• 
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Delhi after 30th March. • 
31st Marcil saw Delhi m masse in rr.ourning. Funeral proces-

ions, carrying biers of those fallen on the p~ect:di ng dllY, attended 
by tl:ns of th ou ands in hu hed agony of mourning, marched to the 
graveyards and (; remation grounds of Muslims and Hindus res
pectively with a ~olemnity never to be forgotton. It wa not until 
after much praying and soliciting and mainly through the 
kindness of Mr. B rron, the Chief Commissioner, that the dead 
bGdies were recovered. The military, however, were not unmindful 
of their duty of " keeping peace and order "and rattled with their 
machine guns in the rear of the procession '. Thus pas ed the 31st 
of March with mourning on one side and righteous exultation on 
the other. 

Next morning the local leader went round the Bazar and ex
horted people:: to re ume business; after much pur uasion shops 
were opened but so\)n closed on the appearance of the military near 
the Clock-ToWI:T. Rumour ran afoot that there will be another 
firing. The popular leaders who had ever si nce been untiring in 
their efforts to pacify the crowd and dispd false fear s, both on the 
part of the Police and the people, requested the authorities not to 
exasperate the despairing people by a show of th e Military, and 
pointed out how they had detected several spies and hire
lings haranging the crowd with a view to further ex\!ite ent. The 
military\vas then withdrawn and for th e next two days btlsiness ran 
as usual. 

Then came the '\pril 4th meeting und er Colonel Beadon, a man 
disliked by the peup!e of Delhi as being ~olely responsible for 
much of the.i r suffering and travail. This was the man who, it was 
said, system atically misrepresented , slighted and in ulted the popular 
leaders, not excepting the most reve red and influential residents, 
callously scotched popular feding, paraded befol e all the mIght of 
t e Sirkar anel the Police, and kept Delhi under the heels of tbe 
military. His was the percussion which constantly kept on popular 
feeling bursting ill little explosions. On his approach shops closed, 
on his sight people fled. The popular feeling was that under 
hi s ample powers flouri shed all the infamous breed of C. 1. D. 
underlings and spies, ever widening the gulf between the authorities 
and the people. On . the same day (4th April) about 30,000 Hindus 
and l\Iahomedans assembled in the Jumma Musjid to pray for 
peace to the souls of the beloved innocents who fell a martyr on 
the 30th March last. The Machine gun and armed military were in 
front making aggtes ive demonstrauons regardless of the solemnity 
of. the occasion. Hindus and Mahomedans joined hands and 
prayed and mourned together. The blood of the Martyrs at last 
cemented their hearts after all these years of dij;iIIusionment as 
to their fundamental antagonism. 
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The All-India Hartal 
Sunday, 6th April, 1919. 

Then came the Great Hartal of April 6th, set in motion by 
Mahatma Gandhi, and memorable in the hi tory of Indian 'ation
hood as the day of political purification of a pe pIe long suffering 
from the sins of their fath ers . From Simla to Cape Comorin, from 
Calcutta to B mbay , in the capita! cities and in the mofussil 
towns, people in a body suspended their daily avocatiolls , passing it 
in fasting and bathing, in pujas and prayers, and organising 
meeting to deplore the sad predicament of the co untry with black 
clouds, like the Rowlatt Act, threatening and thickening on all sides. 
Prayerful protest meeti ngs were held everywhere, attended by 
thousands in the mofu sil and by hundreds of thousanJs in the big 
cities, imploring His Majesty not to allow the Bla-:k Act to sully the 
fair name of a peaceful country and its people. If Authority had 
In their mom ent of triumph ill the last War forgot themselves so 
far as to d'lsre~ard the prayers of a law-abid ing, dutiful , peaceful 
'nation-one-fifth of th e whole race of mankind-wh had done their 
utmost and han been ,> bled white" in the cause of tht: allies in tbe 
late World War, the in su lt at least of passing a l~g i slative measure tn 
the manner in whic~ the Black Act was passed, wa too great to 
go by without protest. Good or bad, peoplt: had their Ie deI'S, good 
or bad, they had their views, and the spectacle of a modern Govern
ment passing' a repressive measure at a time of peace and 
expectant prospect of all-round reorgani sation, recalled the memory 
'of all that had led to the recent world-conflagration, and stiffened 
the resolve of all right men to see an end of J unckerd om. All 
-sections of the ptople, even so non-poli tical· communities as 
Marwaris and Parsis, ricb and poor alike, observed the d<ly in a 
manner whiCh falsified all chauvinistic apprehensions of an old world 
Government and its adherent that all mass meetings of the people 
on political matters are bound to create trouble. This was a day of 
National humiliation, and wherever there was the least interference 
of that self-conscious body of men called the Indian Police, there 
was the least disturbance. In fact , the movement itself " sprang 
so spontaneously from the heart of the masses and so little 
depended on the agitation of the usual political engineers $at 
there was nothing Jeft to the authorities but merely to look on, just 
as they do on rsuch occasions as the Mohurrum and Durga Puja. 
National Protest day thus came to acquire a religious meaning. 
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Delhi. 

In pite of the manifesto issued by the Satyagraha sab!1a urging 
the citizens not to ob erve another Harlal, all hops were clo ed on 
this day and all bu iness was stopped. Tn order that idle people 
mty not get out of control the leader then organi ed various 
meetings to keep the people occupied. In the morning ev ral 
thou and as em bled at the Fatehpuri Mosque to pray for the dead. 
At noon a huge meeting of over 25 000 people was held in the 
Edward Park and there were lectures on Satyagraha and wade hi, 
and peopl e were exhorted to be true Satyagrahi s, to re strain them
selve even under the mo. t trying itualions and not to fee l any 
resentm ent. In the evening a monster atyagraha meeting, un
preceden ted in the annals of Indian political life , attended by Over 
a lakh was held under the president 'hip of Dr. Ansari in the 
compound of his house. A large number went back disappointed 
for want of accommodation. The road from Daryaganj to Jumma 
Mo que, about half a mile , was one solid mass of humanity. 
Speeche were delivered from eight different platform s. The 
doctrines of atyagraha were fully explai ned and the audie nce was 
exhorted to follow them scrupulously and obey the orders of 
Mahatma Gandhi. The Resolution cond'!mning the. Bla k Act and 
urging the ecre tary of tate to disallow it was reaffir lll ed . The 
people ' behaviou r throughout the day was exemplary; not one 
ullplcnsant incident was recorded. estrtblishing beyond Cloubt that 
the attitude of the author ities on 30th March was due to nervousne s, 
to their incapacity, and want of tact. A telegram from Mahatma 
Gandhi erfquiring if relief was needed for tbe wffe rers anrl wounded 
\Va read. Towards the close a donation of Hupees one lakh from 
Seth Raghunath for a memorial hall for the martyrs was an nounced 
by wami hradhanand. 

Calcutta. 

The hartal was observed in Calcutta in a scale hithe rto un
parallelled. The genuine enthusiasm that pervaded not only 
the upper ten but al~o and more directly the masses to express 
their uniterl protest against the Ro vIall Bi lls was a clear indication 
of a n itive National feeling gradually lifting its head among 
tbe people. There was very little I)f propaganda, save the usual 
notice in the newspapers, and very little of persuasion for obse rving 
the day of mourning, :;nd still all the shops, markets, Bazars and 
places of business from one end of the town to the otber were 
clo ed spontaneously. Even the drivers of carts ' nd carriages in 
a body observed the hartaI. People were · seen forming Sankirtan 
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parties and hurrying towards the ri ve r for tbe customary bath 
on holy occasions. 

In the afternoon thou ands of people headed by the ationa-
list leaders marched in proCl!ssion from the riifferent q uarters to 
the Maidan , singing National song of &orrow and humili atio n 
with occasional ou tbursts of "Band e Mataram ." T he procl!ss ions 
met at the foot of the Monument. By 5 . M. t~e maidan was 
a vast sea of human heads; the numuer might bav.: been any
thing between one and two hundred thousand . At S. 30 P. )I. the 
m eeting began . ne jJlatform for this vast ~udience was impossi
ble, and a d oze n new ones were im jJrovi '!d. There were all 
classes of people, except the aris:rocracy, ti!l ~d gentry and the 
place hunter l\Ioderates . It wa a mass meeting in the true en e 
of the term. There were te ns of thousand~ of l\1ahomedall , and 
Marwari s along with the Bl!ngali H i nnus . Mr. B. C hakraverty, 
the Nationali st Leade r of Be ngal, w s v')ted t" lh ~ chair. In his 
address he drew the attentio n of the audience to the famous 
Queen 's (Vi ctoria) Proclamatio n : " we hold ourselvt:s bOl1nd to 
the Natives by the same obligation of duty whi ch uind u' to all 
our othl!r fellow subjects" and to the Coronation announcement 
of Kill /{ eor e V ass uring Indians "of the m aintenance of you r 
rights ane\. you r pri vi leges", and pointed out that the o"ernruent 
of India Act 1915 S. 65 ga\'e s tatuto ry sa nction to oll r ril!hts 
and liberties. There it wa provided that the Governor-Gene.al 
in Legi slati ve Coun il had not the power to m'ake any law affec
ting any pa rt of tJrt e unwritten laws of the British Constitution 
whereon may dep.:nd in any degree thl! all egia nce of ~ny per or. 
to the Crown. H e explai ned how the fu ndamenlal rights of 
Ind ians as British Subjects were bei ng violated by thl! Govt. since 
1907, th e beginning of a long and to rtuous era of repre sion, 
and remind ed the a udie nce Mr. Gand hi's injunction of non -vio
lence in speech a nd actio n wh ich must underlie thei r uncompro
misin g protest to tlte rl!cent Rnwlall Act. H e t: nd ed by ayi ng; 
-"My countrym en of the land of Dhluba, Prahalad and Kabir, 
I am add res ing you o n this occasion without pas ion, without 
resentment, without anger, and in pe rfect self-composlli e. My 
message to you to-day i this:" eek ye the tighteoul:illess of God 
and all e lsl! will be added unto thee. " 

"Bear any abuse, any insult , any violence, any ufferin!,;, t ven 
unto death withom hatred. without reselltment a brave men, as 
martyrs , d etermi ned to ma in tain the truth at any cost. Remem
ber you are r eSisting the spirit of terrorism by soul-force and 
by the grace ofllGod victory will be yours." 

A resolution w:\s thereupon passed beseeching His Majesty 
to withhold his assent from the Act. 
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The meeting then ended and the people ~ispersed with the 
Kirtan parties. So far nothi:lg un eemly occurred anywhero with 
th i huge concourse of people. The ubiquitous and interfering 
Police was nowhere much in evidence and thi made it po ible 
for such a va t meeting to pa s off peacefully. In the evening 
however an incident occurreo which but for the Il.tyagraha 
spirit of the peopl e might have produced g reat un plea antness. 
One of the Kirtan parties while pas ing oppo ite the Bristol Hote l 
re::eived a shower of mis ile thrown from the upper sto ries at th 
Hotel. The re were ahib, it i aid, mock ing and jee r ing at the 
crowd helow. There wa~ a tir and for a tim e it seemeo that 

atyagraha wa under a tcpt. At this time Moulvi Aklam Khan, 
E itor of the" Mahammadi ", and everal other gentlemen exhorted 
them to remember Gandh i and their atyagraha, to behave like 
Salyagrahis and begin to learn 10 p cket this insult calmly which 
va a prelude to many more which Il satyag rahl mu t expect, and 
p~ove themselves true to thdr creed by passing thi s te st. The people 
thu~ r-acifi ed then moved on. 

The Bristol hotel incident clearly showerl the mentality of a 
section of the Anglo Indians. After ab ll ~i n g the crowd from the 
upper storie, and throwing dirty water and wine bottles at them, 
th ey excited the crowd to rowdyism and at once t.!lep oner. the 
police ana military for help and in holy horror put out th e li ghts. 
On the part of the exc ited crowd, h wever , a few stones were thrown 
WHiCh lJl oke the a rc lamp, exemplifying satl'agraha in practice, 
but this was promptly Slopped. Eve n thu~ are lnd ian mobs 
tempted t~ exces ! 

A special feature of the nem on tration \Va all all-day fa t and 
worship of everal thousand Hindus at the K alighat temple. with the 
'lIsual ceremonial of Puia, Chamlipalll, H om and animal sacrifice. 

Bombay. 
Since 6th April daybreak nea rly ~ll shops and all transports 

-except railways, tramways and so me buliock carts stopped working. 
Huge crowd ~ assembled from the ea rly hours totalling about a lakh 
who had their bath in Chowp~ty and joined a mass meeting on the 
sands convened to p~ test against the Rowlatt Act. It wa attended 
by al\ leaders of the movement includIng Mr. Ganrlhi, Mr. 
HorniTan, Mr . Sarojini aidu and many others. Mr. J am nadas 
Dwarakada~ was the first to addre ., the m eeti ng and speaking on 
behalf of Mr. Gandhi p.')i nted out that :t was Mr. Gandhi's injunc
ti that Swadeshi and , hi atya~raha movement againsl Rowlatt 
ACI shouln not be mix _d up. Referring to tbe late Drlhi tragady 
Mr. Gandhi sa:d : We have two authoritative version . of th e ep isode. 
One was Swami Shraddanandji's, stating the people's version, the 
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other was of Governftl ent justifying the action of the local authorities. 
The two did not tally, they diITered as to some main particular. An 
impartial observer will regard both as spurious statements. beg of 
the popular party to assume for purposes of criticism the truth of 
the official narrative but there are remarkable gaps in it amounting to 
the evasion of c harge made a~ainst 10c~ 1 authorities by Sanyasi' 
Shraddanandji. His statement was first in the ~d and he was on the 
scene immediately after the shooting incident ne ar the railway 
station. if the Government had sought co.operation of the natural 
leaders to regulate the crowd th ere woulc1 not have heen any need 
to display or u e the military force. Even if tt.e official version was 
correct there was no justification to fire on the innocent peop l!:! . 
The people were entirely unarmed an I at the wor t, whdt would 
they have rfone ? In any olher place but India the police would 
have been deemed sufficient to meet an emergency of the De lhr 
type arm ed wilh nothing more than batons. H e then relateo how in 
1897 at Durban a mob of 6000 Europeans bent upon lynching an 
innocent victim, threatened destruction of properly worth £~o,ooo 
including th e lives of nearly twenty men, women and chiloreu and 
how a do ze n police, though they would have been justified in calling 
militarv aid , contended '''ith the crowd th~mselves and ucceeded in 
p eacefully ~i s pltrsinl!' it. The D elhi crowd had not any intentio, ... of 
hurti ng (mybody. [t threatened to do Ilothing, except as alleged it 
refused to di perse. The authoflties could have peacdully regulal-:d 
the crowd ; instead they have followed th e cu t.omary practice of 
calling th e military on slig-hte t pretext. H e did not want to labour 
the point. ft was ~nollgh the crowd hurt noh ody ann were 
neither overawed nor infuriated. It was a remarkab le incl'dent that 
people we re ufficiently firm and ell-pos ess~d to hold a mass 
meeting of 40,000 after the hoo ling incidenls and it covered the 
Delhi people witl. glory. He has always emphac;ised that peopl e 
who took part in the struggle against the Rowlatt Act will be self
possessed and peaceful , but he has never said that people will not 
have to suffer. Mr. Gandhi further said that to the Satyagrahis 
such uffering must bt: welcome. The sterner ther were the better. 
They had und ertaken lO suffer unto death. Sanyasi hraddanandF 
ha wired saying that 4 Mahomedans and 5 Hilldus had 1'0 far died 
and that aboUl 20 people were missing and 13 persons were in 
hospital being badly wounded . For Satyagrahis it was not a 
bad beginning. No country had ever risen, no nation has ever 
been made without sacrifice and we were trying an experiment of 
building up ourselves by self-sacrifice without resorting to ~io l ence in 
any shape or form. That was Satyagraha. From Satyagraha stant!
point the p~ople's case in D elhi was week in that .the crowd refused 
to disperse whet asked to do so and demanded the release of tht: 
two arrested men. Both acts were wrong. It was arrest and im-
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prisonment they sought for by resorting lO civil isobedience. In 
this movement it wa open to atyagrahis to disobey only tho e law 
which are selected by the Committee contemplated in the pledge. 
Before bein\(' able to offer effective civil disobedience, we mu t 
acquire babit of di cipline, self-conlrol and 'lualities of leadership
and obedience. rill tht:se qualitie' were developed ancl till the 
spirit of atyagrahis has permeated larlle bodies of men and women, 
Mr. Gandhi said. he had advi ed that only uch laws as can be 
indi vidually di obeyed should be selected for di obedience as while 
disobeying certain elected law it was incumbent on the people to
show thei r law-abidi ng character by respecting all other laws. 

Then two resolutions were pas ed one exprt: ing sympathy with· 
the people of Delhi and the other praying the Secretary of tate to· 
advi e His l\Iajesty to exerci se th e right of veto regarding the Rowlatt 
Acts , and to withdraw the Rowlatt Bill. While the meeting wa 
proceeding a pumber of Maho medans came in pro session and 
joined . Arter Mr. Gandhi 's message was delivered a proces ion 
was form ed in which all communities participated, ami proceeded) 
to Madhav Bag to offer prayers, arter which th e c rowcl dispersed. 
For th e first time to-day, no distinction was made to :.llow Maho
medans and Parsi along with Hindus entrance within the precincts 
of Madhav ,Bag wh ic h is exclusively meant lor Hindus.· • 

Sale of Prosoribed Literature at Bombay. 

ext clay the Satya'g raha Committee advised that for the time 
.being laws regarding prohibited literature and th e registration of 
newspapers .,may be c ivilly disobeyed . Acc()rdin~ly a number 
of c pies of the H ind Swarajra, the Sarvodaya or Ulllversal 
D awn, the Story if a Sa/pagraM, all by Mahatma Gandh i, and the 
life and address 0/ Mustafa Kamel P asha were publicly offered' 
for sa le. The hawkers were a ll prominent atyagrahis among whom 
were Mahatma Gandhi himse lf, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Mr. Sobani. 
Mr. L akhimdas Tairsee and others. All the books sold contatned 
the signature of the iJawke rs. A number of unregistt:red newspapers 
mostly resembling tht: ordinary p()sters and leaflets, both in print 
and Guja ratti handwriting. were al so sold. Mr. Jamnadas 
Dwarkadas sold copiet near the tock Exchange and many copies 
were boug1 lt at a fancy price , people paying Rs. 10 to Rs. 100 

or the I~afl e t s. 

Mahat ma Ga ndh i a-hd the Secretaries of the Satyagraha Sabha 
iSb,ued a IOllg nOlice in this con nectio n to the effect that Satyagrahis 
shot!ld receive copies of prohibited literature for distribution. 
A li mited number of copies can be had from the Secretaries of 
the Satya~raha Sabha. Satyagrahis should •• so far e as possible . 
write their n.imes and add esses as sellers, so that they may b~ 
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traced easily \Vhe~ wanted by the Governmen for prosecution. 
Naturally there can be no question of a secret sale of this literature. 
At the same time there should be no fo~wardness either in di -
iributing it. It is open to atyagrahis to form small gr oup 0 
men and women to whom they may read this cia s of literature. 
The objt!ct in selecting prohibited literature is not r.'.erely to commit 
a. civil breach of the law regarding it. but it i a 'so to supply 
people with a clear literature of a high moral v1nne. It is t!xpected 
that the Government will confiscate such. Satyagrahis have to be 
as independent of finance as possible . When , therefore. copies 
are confi cated, atyagrahis are requestt!d to make copies of the 
prohibited literature the mselves or by securing the a si tance 
of willing friend s and to make use of it until it is confiscated by 
giving readings to the people from it. It is stated that such read
inQS would amount to the di s emination of prohibited literature. 
W'hen whole copies are exhausted by di semination or confi,;catiotJ, 
Satyagrahis may continue the civil disobedience by writing O,ll and 
<listributing extracts fC.:lm the accessible books. 

Publioation of SatyagrahA. Newspapers. 

I\. ega,din~ the civil bre.lch of the law governing the publicati ')n 
of nt!ws~apers, the idea is to publish in every Satya~r~ha centre 
a written new5paper without registering it. It need not occuIJ), 
more than one side of half a foolscap. Wht!l1 such a ne w paper i 
edited it will be foynd how difficult it is to fill up half a sheet. It is 
a well known fact that a vast majority of newspap'ers contain 
much padding. Further, it cannot be denied that newspaper 
a.rticles written under the terror of the very strict new-paper law 
have a double meaning. A Satyagrahi, for whom the punishments 
provider by law have lost all the terror, can give ollly in an 
unregistered new paper his lhough~ and opinioBs, unhampered 
by any other consideration than that of hiS own con cience. His 
newspaper, th t! refore , if otherwise well edited, can bp-come a 
most powerful vehicle for transmitting pure ide.l.s in a concise 
manner, and there need be no fear of inability to circulate a hand
written oe,wspaper, for it will be the duty of tRose who may receive 
the first copies to recopy till atlast the proce of our multiplication 
is mad e to cover, if necessary, the whole of India, and it must 
not be forgotten thHt we have in India the tradition of i~parting . 
instruction by oral teaching. 

The unregistered newspaper, the Satyagl'ahi. which Mah~tma 
Gandhi as th e editor, issued on the 6th in defiance ot the , Indian 
Fress Act, as a small heet of paper sold for one pice. It 
said. " The editor is liable at any moment to be arrested, 
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and it is impossible to en ure the continuity of T> ublication until 
India is in a happy poqition of supplying editors enough to take 
the place of those who are arre ted. It is not our intention to break 
for all time the laws governing the publication of new papers. This 
paper will , therefore, exi t so long only as the Rowlatt Legislation 
ls not withdrawn. " 

In this oonnection M. Gandhi issued the follow

ing instructions. 
Mahatma Ga.ndbi' l! lnstruotion to Satyagrabis, 

"We are now in a po. ltion to expect to be arrested at any 
moment. It L, therefore, neces ary to bear in mind that if anyone 
is arrested , he should, without causing any difficulty, allow himself 
to be arrested, and, if summoned to appear before a ourt he 
should do so. No defence ~ hould be offered and no pleaders 

ngaged in the matter. If a fine is imposed with the alternative of 
imprisonment, the imprisonment should be accepted. If only fine 
is imposed , it ought not to be paid; but his property, if he has any, 
should he all owed to be sold. There should be no demonstration 
of grief or .oth erwise: made by the remaining atyagrah't s by reason 
of the arrest and impri sonment of their comrade . It can not be too 
often repeated that we court imprisonment, and we may not 
complain of it when \~ actually receive it. When once impri soned, 
;t is our duty to conform to all prison regulations, . lI.s prison rdorm 
is no part of . our campaign at the present moment. A Satyagrahi 
may not resOI t to surreptitious practices. All that the Satyagrahis 
do can only and must be done openly. I, 

Madras-6th April. 

Madras celebra ted the Satyagraha day as peacefully as Bombay. 
From early in the morning thousands of people were see n on the 
beach taking a sea bath. They observed a 24 hours fast. All 
Indian shops, bazars. and business activities were clo ed . Innumer
able Bhajan parties si n jng National songs and carrying the atya
graha Banner and praying the IClrd for the repeal of the Rowlatt Act 
were parading the streets in sorrowful humility. In the afternoon 
a h llO'e mass meeting was held in tt. Triplicane Beach where more 

• 0 d than a hundred thousand men congre ted a round a ozen plat-
forms to hear the ltyagrahis. Messages from Mahatma Gand hi 
a nd r. Subramaniya were read. An air of religiou solemnity was 
about the demonstration which could not but reach and convert the 
heart even of those who were anti-Satyagrahis. T~ere were not 
the parading exhibitions of resentment, the beating of breasts and 
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cry of hai, hai, at at Lahore. A 'ense of spiritual rel>ignation per
vaded the assembly, and perhaps also the authoritie s, who managed 
to forbear from a show of the police and from letti ng loo&e the 
military. 

Mr. Kusturiranga Aiyangar was in the chair and the Hon. 
Mr. Nara imham Aiyer read the message from M. Gandhi. 

Ma.hatma Gandhi's Messa.ge. 

" I do hope that the Presidency that produced beautiful Valliam 
mao Nagappan, Narayana ami and so many other of your P e i
dency with whom I was privileged t work in Suuth Afri ca will not 
quail in the presence of sacrifice demanded of s all. I am con· 
vinced that reforms will be of no avail, unle sour woulel-be part
ners respect us. Anrl we know that they only respect th e who 
are capable of sacrifici ng for ideals as hemselves . ee how un
stintingly they poured out treasure anel blood during the, ar. Ours 
is a nobler cause and our means infinitely superior, in that we re
frain from sheddi ng blo doth er than our own". 

IVIr. T. M. Krishnaswamy A iyer then read out the Ven'ble 
Dr. Sub, am:, niam' message in which he expounded the true princi
ples of Sa'yagraha and urged that "the rig-ht way to carry out the 
pledge is to wl"l day aft!!r day, as forciblya . (one) can, that the 
autocracy now so much in evidc!nce in th e land and the exploitation 
to which it i exposed, shou ld cease; the present servile tatt! of the 
country i not an -accident but the nece sary consequence of o ur' 
PQ t collective Karma. It i no other than the punishrflent inflicted 
by Providence through the instrumentality of that Autocracy. None 
who takes this rightful view of the matter ought to sit till, but 
atone by str' ving hy all legiti mate means to prepare for better 
conditions to our successors ." 

HART AL AT LAHORE. 

On April 2nd the Superintendent of Police iSSll Cll a notice 
requiri ng the convene rs of processions and ~neetings to apply for a 
licen e not later than 10 A )t . on the day previous to thai for which 
the license is required. Orders were also passed by the GO~'ernment 
on Drs. Satyapal I\l1d Kitchlew prOhibiting them to add res " 
public meetings. O fficial pressure was al 0 appliecl on the 
local leaders to abandon the idea of the meeting at Bradlau h "Haa 
on the Satya~raha day and this raised a difference of opinion among 
the leaders as to the desirability of holding the protest meeting. 
Accordingly to arrive at a settlement a meeting was called on the 

.' 
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2nd where the leaders met to discu s the point. It a ted for everal 
hours and sal till late at night with Dr. Gokul hand N rang in 
the Chair. Mr. Ratan Chand moved for cancellation 'of the 
Bradlaugh Hall meeting while Mr. Dev Raj ahney urged that the 
meeting be held as arranged. on the ground that a prote t again t 
the infamous" Black Act " was far more important than any other 
consideration. On being put to the vote the latter propo al was 
carried by 18 to 2 and it was decided thnt the meeting hould be 
an open air one. 

Accordingly on the 6th from the morning all bu ines was 
u pehded and aU hop closed without a hingle exception. No gharry 

or tonga wa ph'ing except ~ome private conveyances belonging to 
raises. At about 8 o'clock people were seen walking in group 
with mourning b dges on their left arms, and by 9 o 'clock there 
\ as a crowd of about two or three hundred people with Dr. wain 

ivaram at thei r head. This crowd began l) proceed toward 
the city from the Mall with shouts of "1I1ahalllla Ga"dht Ji ki 
Ja t', Mr. Mahammud Ali , l\1r' Shaukat Ali kI' Jat , Lala Lajpat 

ai ki Jai, Mahatama hradhanand Ai Jai, Mr. Tilak kl' Jal " 
As the crowd proceeded towards the city it began to grow in 
number and when it reached the Dabbi Bazaar, th principal 
market in the city. the crowd swelled to a thousand . Other groups 
of people who were waiting here now joined the mai" cr wd and 
the whole ' body then marched towards the Moehi Gare with 
shouts of "Hindu Mu alman ki Jai, Mahatma Gandhi ki Jai". 
People waiting on the toofs of houses and windows joined in tbe 
pty. All the people now took off their caps anc1 pagris from their 
.heads and ~egan to express their mourn ing by beating their 
breast with cries of 'hai hal', Rowlatt Bill, ha,' hat" and proceeded 
towards Anarkali Bazaar. Poems condemning the passing of the 
Row'latt Act were recited and in one place a printed copy contain ing 
the provisions of the Rowlntt Bill was burnt before the crowd with 
g-reat cheering. Up to this time the crowd wa pa sing peace. 
fully but when it came near King Edward Medical College in 
order to proceed towards the Mall the Superintendent of Police 
came on horseback accompanied by several mounted Indian ub. 
Inspectors and prevented it from proceeding towards the Mall. 
Some of the leaders wn8 were in the front line of the crowd assured 
the Superintendent that they would not create any disturbance and 
requested him to allow them to proceed. He, however, would not 

, • allow the crowd to proceed towar tbe Mall and sent for military 
cavalry and armed police who were waiting near by and who had 
been. picketted since early morning in Golbagh, a garden near 
the Universi t Hall. A few minutes elapsed during which time 
the crowd had come in front of Mool Chand's s p near the 
Forman Christian College. The cavalry gua.rded the road towards 
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the Mall and practically closed it from all sides. The crowd here 
were shouting '~ild crie of hal hat' and repeatedly requested 
permission to proceed, but they were asked to return and not to 
proceed. The crowd was not prepared to obey the rder of 
the police officers when Lala Duni Chand, Bar-at-law, and Dr. 
Gokal Chanrl Narang, Bar.at-Iaw, arrived on the scene and 
co-operated with the police and appealed to the crowd to return 
towards the city. The discussion went on r so e minutes and 
Dr. Gokal Chand once more appealed to the crowd to go back 
to the city and threw hi cap at the feet of tbe crowd and said 
with a loud voice "gentlemen, if you love your country, you should 
go back towards tbe cilY." The appeal had its effect and Dr. 
Gokal Chand N arang mounting on a horse led the crowd towards 
the city. The crowd followed him and began to di 'perse gradu
ally. Two armoured cars had arri ved with machine-gun which 
slowly pressed the crowd and took them towards the city. Dy 1-30 
p. m., the crowd had di spersed in diff'!rent directions and calm 
was restored. 

The protest meeti ng which was to take place at 5 P)1. began 
earlier, as by 4 P. ~1. the Bradlaugh Hall was packed to its 
uttermost capacity. Three overflow meeting took place in 
the ad ioining grounds outside the hall. Pandit Rambhuj Dutt 
Chowdpur/ presided inside the hall, and outs ide tbe gatnerillgl! were 
addressed by different batches of speakers. Pandit Rambhuj 
Dutt in opening the meeting made a long speech in Hindi ex
plaining to the people the real meaning of pa'ssive resistance, asking 
them to be prep:ued to bear all sorts of sufferings and trouble 
which passive resisters would have to face in the 1;.truggle. Re
solution was passed most humbly entreating His Maj esty the 
King Emperor to disallow the measure as it constituted an imme
diate insult to millions of His Majesty 's law-abiding and loyal 
subjects in Inclia, 

Three mnre resolutions were passed :- ( 1) viewing with alarm 
and di sa pproval the repressive orders of the provincial 'Govern
ment against Dr Saifuddin Kitchlew, Bar at Law, Dr Satyapal , Pandit 
Ko~hmal, Swami Anubhavanand, and Pandit Dinanalh, Editor of 
the "Waqat" newspaper of Amritasar, cons~ering the. e vrt1ers were 
unjust and injurious to the interests of peace, order and good 
government of the provi ncl!, (2) viewi ng with &trong di sapproval 
the act of the ~uthorities at Delhi in firing upon innoceflt persons, 
without any justification, expressing deep sympathy with the 
family of the deceased on their sad bereavement and also wit~ 
those unfortunately wounded in the affray ; (3) requesting the 
presidt:nt of he meeting to forwa rd resolutions passed to the Sec
retary of State for India, the Viceroy and the ' Lieutenant Governor 
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of the ,P unjab. Afte r the meeting the crowd agai n formed a • 
p rocession and marched towards the city with ries of Mahatma 
Gandhi ki jai, Lalit Lajpat Raj ki jai, Hindu Musalman ki jai, 
and beating the ir brea Is with m ourni nlt cries of 'hai hai.' T he 
crowd made a starn pede through the city beating their breasts 
continually for three or four hour, alld makiug ~eches con
demning the Rowlalt Act. 

Then came t he parting kick of Sir Michael to the 
Indians. n April 7th he held his last Council and in his 
last Council peech delivered him elf a follows.-

"Government of this provint.:e i and will be determ ined that the
public order which was maintained 30 succeq fully durin~ the 
time of wa. shall nO! be di turbed in time f peace. Action 
hn therefore already heen taken untler Defence of India Acb 
against certain individuals at Lahore aJld Amritsar who, whatever 
their motives. were openly encleavouring to arou e public feelinlt 
against the Government. The British Government whloh has 
crushed foreign foes and quelled internal rebelllon could 
afford to despise agitators. but it has the duty of prottcting 
the young and ignorant whom they may incite to mischief and 
cr ime while themselves standing aside. I therefore take ' thi 
opportunity of warni ng all who are connected with politic;u move
ments in ·the province that they will be held responsibl for the 
proper conduct of meeting which they organise, for the languages. 
used at and the con equence that follows such meetings. 

"The recent puerile demonstrations against. the Rowlatt Act 
in both LaI.ore and Amritsar would be ludicrous if they did not 
indicate how eaSily ignorant and credulouS people-not one in a 
thou and of whom knows anything of the measure-can be 
m isled. Those who want only to mislead them incur a serious res 
ponsibi lity. Those who appeal to passion and ignorance rather 
than to reason have a day of reCKoning in store for them.'" 
T he Day of Reckoning came in the shape of Martial Law and 
its abominable iltrocities. 

In concluding hls speech Sir Michael O' Dowyer said: "Gen
tlemen, I have often ~een criticised for d\~elling on the achiev
ments of the Punjab in season and out of of season, but m y 
pride in the province is based on no narrow parochial spirit. I 
have spent '5 years away from it uring which 1 have se n many 

• other parts of India. I might indeed say. much as J have seen 
and known cities, known men and manners, climates, counci ls, 
gov~nments, but nowhere did I find the same qualities as the 
Punjab can show. From the prince's palace <lown to the 
pel\sants hut I found I could meet a . Punjal)i whatever 
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his class or condltlon as mlm to man without suspicion 
or mistrust. 1 found him in the mass loyal but not subser
vient, brave but not boastful, enterprising but not vi lonary, 
progressive but not pursuing false ideals or mistaking the shadow 
'for the substance." And yet a couple of days later this very 
Punjab was ·decJa·red to be in Revolt by this very man. 

Arrest of Mahatma Gandhi. 
The people of Delhi \ ho had so long been suffering so much 

/from bureaucratic longheadedness yearned to see the Mahatma 
in their midst, and such was his magnetic charm that not only 
was hi visit longingly wis.hed but the Satyagrahis at Delhi thought 
it neees ary to have him in the city as the only means of meeting 
the despair of the people and keeping them in the right track. 
'Gandhi, who wa then ailing at Bombay from acute heart-trouble, 
at last pursuaded his doctors to allow him to proceed to Delhi 
.and left Bombayon the 8th April. The train was due to reach 
Delhi on the 9th evening. His coming was not m de public 
on his own request as he could not bear a demonstration. Th~ 
same e;eni~g, however, members of the Satyagrahi abh.a. who 
went to the Station found it brimming over will tla: C.1. D. 
people. The train steamed in, and Europ.ean travellers eeing 
them awating for Gandhi laughed and exultingly cried • Arrested ' 1 
Mr. M. Desai, Gt.ndhi ·s ~ecretary , alighted from the train and in
formed that the Mahatma had been arrested at PalwJ.1 tation, a 
few miles from Delhi. Say Mr. Desai :-

"Mah tma Gandhi on his way to Delhi at Kosi was served 
with an order not to enter the Punjab, not to enter Delhi and 
restrict him elf to Bombay. _ 

"The officer serving the order treated him most politely, assur
ing him it would be his most painful duty to arrest him, if he 

.elected to disobey, but that there would he no ill-will between 
them. 

"Mahatma Gandhi smilingly said that he filU t elect to disobey 
.as it was hi duty, and that the officer ought also to do what 
was his duty. 

"In the few minutes that were left to us, he dictated the following 
message, laying special emphasis on his / 0ral mes age to me, as ' 
in the written messages, that none sha1l resent this arrest or do 
anything taiTtte~ with untl uth or violence which , were sure to damn 
the sacred cause. 


