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Introduction

The late unhappy disturbances in the Punjab owe their origin,
as is now well knoWn, ostensibly to the Rowlatt Act, or the Black
act as it is more popularly called in this country, but the root-cause
lies very deep in the system and procedure of Government on ane
side and popular institutions on the other. The ground of quarrel
was this - Government said that they must have repressive powers
to enable them to carry on the government; Indian leaders said
that that was aninsult to India which she didnot merit after what
she had done in the late War; that India had had enough of -
pression and the conclusion of peace was looked forward for amelio-
rating measures and not unnecessary. repression. IHad the issue
been really so simple the solution would have begn soon found,
but there was in reality much behind the open protestations on
both sides. On one side victory gave scope for the yent of
an arrogant superiority long nurtured by tradition, but kept
in weedy restraint before the German menace, and on the
other %he final triumph of a good cause against the bad, as demons»
trated in the late war, heartened even the most timid to assert his
due even unto bitter struggle and suffering.

Indian poligcal bistory in the first hulf of (his decade and back
8 a hisgpry of anarchism, that of the second, the history of repres-
sion. Anarchism in India in recent years has been the cffect of
derelict aspirations tollowing an ideal of nationhood evolved out
of economic and racial cornering by the world at large. As time wears
on the dnderlying idea is spreading over the wmasses and percolating..
through the classes. Repression has been the_ result of want of
agility in a “toc wooden, too iron, too antediluvian’ sfSergment
to take the lead and anticipate the next move in a8
India, An alien government steadily grown to power-:
aring deals with the people as if they are so many masses of
human flesh and céf not catch the spirit which humanises them.
Power, especially when 1 is  well-established, , curiously
-enough fails to appreciate gengrosity and do justice® until Nt spends
‘i;ﬂe‘lf,' It is impossible tp dethrone it unless it has to lie down
-gerfotce through sheer exbaustion. Thus the Kaiser was never
‘tonquered ; he spent himself, Perhaps this explains why in India.
;acie of justice and generosity never come unless in the heels of
«lire calamity. In Bengz! the Curzonian palicy® of *divide et impera
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lashed up the peogle into a stdte,of frenzy, and this was met by
that type of ruthlessness which is better known as Fullerism.in East
Bengal. It wasafter the fufl force of repression was spent upon
dismembered Bengal that the crue! wrong was righted and the
Royal annulment of the partition brought in its train many generous
acts of His Majesty towards his Indian subjects. In the events of
thg Punjab which is engaging public attention wow many months
‘we see the same tale retold, though now With a vehemence and
fleetness reminiscent of Prussianism and its cgllapse. The follow
ing ‘pages give a cursory view of the evenis which led up to the
Rowlatt Act and the agitation which it brought forth ending with the
lamentable events of the Punjab of last April,

~The year 1916 is memaorable in the history of Indian Polities.
That year saw the union of the Indian National Congress and the
Muslim ieague, the two great political organisations of the country
vgicing the inchoate political consciousness of the people. The
joint sessions of the Congress and the League held at [ucknow
put forth identical demands for a constitution of India based partly
on the Dominion principle of Self-Government. About this time
Europe was tasting the “Mailed fist " of the Kaiser and the British
Empire was perilously threatened. The Dominions rallied to the
MothereCountry, and India rallied to Britain no less. At one stage
it was onlp the Imdian army which saved the British lines by (aking
the German thrust upon itself. India’s loyal response (o the Ligpire’s
¢all aroused a®grateful echo in the hearts of the PBritish Public,
and British Ministers solemuly pledged the Empire's gratitude. All
this mighty ‘effort op the part of the Empire required some cuich
word and platitudes to keep it going ; and such words as ‘seli-
determination’, ‘right is might’, ‘inviolability of small nation#’, ‘scrap
of paper’, etc, came to be freely bandied. Questions of readjust
ment often arose,—some relating to post warschemes to suit a better
world, and some to settle the relationship between the Dominions
and Britain, Indian political thought naturally bent inwards and there
came to be a searchipg for India‘s position in the new world-adjust
ment.. In #4fgis atmosphere was conceived the Indian Home Rule
Movement%h spread very fast in Madras under Mrs. Besant®and
in Bombay and the Central Provinces under Lokmanya Tilak. From
all sides public consciousness as to Inuia’s legi%mate position in
the Empire was rising, and it was quite appar@nt that this rising
tide had sggehow to be met by those in charge of India’s destiny.
Towards the close of 1916 nineteen Indian members of the Viggroy's
legislative Council formulated a demand oa bebalf of India of a-
deflnite constitution based on the idea of Dominion Sf-Govern<
ment. This i$ now famous as the “Memo. of the Nineteen.” The
Congress and the Lefgue were atthe back and so too the Home-
Rule movement, :
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Immediately after the Luckhow enfense of tle Congress and the
League, the Home Rulers pressed thelr campaign so vigorously
that in a short time the whole country was organised into formid-
able camps of propaganda. More and more the public came to know
how the Allies were avowedly fighting in defence of the rights of
sqail and weak nations, how the world was going to accept lhe
creed of self-determination for all nations, big or small, how demd
cracy and government by popular opinion was to be adopted every
where; and people querried “where is India?” The humiliating
treatment of Indians in the British Colonies, specially in the Cape
and Capnada, were brought in sad contrast to India's huge and
devated contribution to the war,

In the turmoil of war and the ever-threatening German invasion
government lost their ba ance. There was disorganisation on all sides,
there was bungling in every department, and the blunt Briton went
about his business as tactlessly as ever. The high tide of Indian
aspirations met not vents for their partial realisation but infructuous
and illtimed advise, rebuke, and repression. Farly in 1417 Govern-
ment published the long expected Report of the Bublic Services
Commission. From the Indian view point it was a miserable
and miserly document not worth a hundredth part of the
time and money spent on il. Mr (now Sir) Justice Abdur
Rahim who sat on the commission wrote a vety ledgthy Note
of Dissgnt setting out in the main all that Indian poljty had been
demanding for the last few years. About this time came 10 light
the notorious MesBpotamean muddle. The Indian Expediticnary
force in Mesopotamia was under the Govt. of Iadia, but such was the
confusion into which that affair was kept that the whole army broke
down and had to retire before the enemy. A Commission was duly
appointed and it scathingly attacked the Govt. of India. The
matter was the subject of heated debate in the House of Commons.
It was in this debate that Mr. Montagu, then an unofficial M. P,
delivered his historic indictment of the Govt of India® ~“The Govt.
of India is too wouoden, too iron, too inelastic, mo antediluvian, to
be of any use for modern purposes.”  In that chowommander
Wedgtvood, M. P. who was a member of the Commiséfbn, strongly
advocated a.complete Home Rule for India as the only way to stop
the unpardonable ipismanagement of important affairs of State,
Needless to say the“Report was a riomph to Indian Home Rulers
and vindicated their propaganda in a very convincing manrer.

While the Home Rule propagenda was spreading and getting
accession of strength from: within and outside, riots took plage
ine Behar it the indigo districts. The European planters had
for some time past“been levying oppressive taxes on the indigo-
cultivators who in despair adopted passive  reswtance on the
advice of Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi himself went to Champaian
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40 enquire into thecgrievances ofsthe ryots bat the European
Magistrate of the place imprisoned him for reasons best -known
to'himself. This act of flagrant high-handedness at once roused
the whole country and there was such an agitation over the affair
that the Behar Govt. had to accommodate the Mahatma, appoint
a committee of enquiry and ameliorate the conditions of the ryogs.
~@ldkely following upon this agitation was one raised by an intempe-
rate, sordid and undignified attack on Indiatr-dlorals by the Furopean
Principal of the Presidency College, Calcutta, ia a speech delivered
to his students on a social function.

While there was no one in authority in India to grasp the sitva--
tion and lead the growing storm into a worthy channel the reaction-
ary and highly unsympathetic Governments of Madras and Punjab
delivered in the middle of the year 1yry ill-conceived attacks on
the Home Rule Movement. ‘This gave rise to a suspicion that
Government was about to embark upon a campaign of repression
with the object of stampeding all political life. Nor was the appre-
hension altogether unfounded. For, on May 14th 1917 Lord Pent.
land, Governorsof Madras, once more warned political agitawors and
a month later, on June 1oth, he interned Mrs. Besant with her
coadjuters, Messts Arundale and Wadia.

This wis quife an unexpected shock, and the effect, far from
being what was desired by the government, was to stiffen the gesolve
of the Home Rulers to fight out once for all the question wheiher
self-governmegnt was a legitimate aspiration for Ifdia or not. Untor-
tunately for Governgient Mrs. Besant had a following and an
influence far beyond official ken, and such a storm avas raised over
this act (not only'in India but also in Fngland and Amarica) that
soon all shades of political opinion in the country united to make
a solid stand against this policy of government. Sir Subramanya
Aiyar, the venerable ex-Chief-Justice of Madras, who had since
joined the Hbme Rule movement as its president, wrote to
President Wilson ofs America, complaining bitterly of the system of
Governmentgn India where the people are “held inchains, forbidden
to express pMblicly our desire for the ideals presented in® your
famous war message”’, where *“officials of an alien nation, speaking a
foreign tongue, force their will upon us; they sag us of our wealth,
refuse us education, impose crushing iaxes without our consent,
cast thoymnds of our people into prifon for uttering patriotic
sentiments.”” Asa recent instance of misrule the internrgent of
Mjs. Besant, without charges and without trial, shortly after
“printing and circulating your war message” was mentiofed, and the
letter concluded with an appeal that e would “so completely convert
England to youg. idgﬁs of world liberation” that India w.ay freely
lend agsistance in the war.
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This letter was transmitted to President Wilson in July 17
through Mr. and Mrs Henry Hotchner, American tourists in India,
was published in America about September next, and created a
world sensation.

With such a tension in the political atmosphere is to be coupled
tHe most wide-spread and uncompromising internment pélicy
of the Government In the midst of a great War Government
could not with clear conscience permit the rn.isin% of
popular feeling on abstruse political dogmas. But it was helpless
before the cascade of events which came from unexpected quarters
ta prove its utter obesity with matters quite incompatible with a new
world created by the war. Up and down India feeling ran high for
the great number of young educated Indians interned under the
the Defenze of India Act, and tlis gradually came more and more
to stand in the way of effective recruiting campaign of éshe
Government. i

By this time the agitation over the Mesopotamian Campaign in
England had led Mr Chamberlain, the Secy of State, to resign his
office and Mr. Montagu, who but a month ago had castigated the
Government of India, became Secy of State for India. Soon sfter
he made the famous Declaration of zoth Aug. 917 gnunciating
the policy of His Majesty’s Government with regarcrl to India. The
result eof this was quickly seen in the shape of cleavages in the
heretofore solid phalanx of Indian Nationalists, It satisfied a
small section of the people who formed themselves into a Moderate
party on Sept 15th. The Government of Indig acting on the advice
of the Secy. of State removed the restrictions placed upon Mrs.
Besant afid her lieutenants by L.ord Pentland of Madras,

While the political atmosphere of India was gradually clearing
from circumstances arising out of the war, over which neither the
Government nor the people had any control, the eftensive intern-
ment policy of the Government was slowly driving it to an inevi-
table course of action. With the war in hand, with tt}z rising tide
of peépular discontent over the internments obstructing recuitment,
with the persistent moderate demand for a high and trustworthy
committee to engyire into internments and into the ‘dark and
shadowy activities 8f the C. I. D., Government had no other course
but to appoint the now famous Rowlatt Committee in the hope of
satisfyipg public opinion that the internments were reaily backed by
a sufficiency of evidence. From time to time both the Government
of India and the Government of Bengal had been urging the fullest
assurance that the internments were made after the most careful
consideration by the Executive councils and that orders were passed
after the most searching enquiries. These, however, failed to
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&lﬂke popular teliet founded on the first-hand knowledge of the
people of the character and propensities of their own countrymen
Serving in the police. The Government of India at last decided
in December 1917 to appoint an authoritative commitiee to investi-
gate in the fullest muuner possible all the evidence bearing upon
the Bedition Movement in India. The Commyjtiee appointed includ-
ed Mr. Justice Rowlatt, a Judge of the Supreme Court of Judica-
ture in Euogland,” as presideat, the Chief Jugtice of Bombay, 2
puisne Judge from Madras, a Bengali lawyer and an L. (. S, The
Committee was directed to (1) investigate and report on the nature
and extent of the criminal conspiracies connected with the revolu-
tionary movement in India, and (2) to examine and consider the
difficulties that had arisen in dealing with such conspiracies
and to advise as to the Legislation if any necessary 1o cnable
Gaqvernment to deal effectively with them,

Fora time the Moderates just crystallising were jubilant and
self-congratulating on their achievement. They plumed themszlves on
having induced Government to bend to their wishes in appointing the
committee. The Nationalist pafty, however, always suspicious of
the motive of Government, disseminated the idea that the Cominittee
was merely a move to justify the internments and to find an excuse
for perpetuliting &1 some permaneunt form the Defence of India  Act
to enable the oflicials 1o continue to exercise the extensive arditsary
and emergendy powers acquived during the war. This suspicjon
came to be confirmed when the Committee, the pefSonnel of wlichwas
strongly criticised as pyo-Govt and unreliable, began to work behind
the public, /n camera. It held its sittings in Calcuwa, except only
a very few in Lahore, examined only a few witnesses whose names
and antecedents were not disclosed, presumably, it was alleged,
on the recommendations of the police, and had nothing to go upon
but the unattested and un cross-examined statements and_ reports
prepared by the Secret Service and officials. The Moderates also
had their misgivinge as to the result of such an enquiry. They
could not however fall foul of a thing of their own seeking and  had
an altogether’ uneasy conscience not knowing their own mind, and
seemed to think better of the coming Reforms on which they bhad
pinned their great faith.

After her release Mrs. Besant turned her boundless enthusiasm
and resouftes towards the less fortunate internees. Of these the case
of Messrs. Muhamad Ali and Saukat Ali were strongly agitating pub-
lic- mind and embittering Moslem feeling, -Govt. howeyer proved
inexorable. The cruel treatinent of other internees brought to light
by Mrs. Besant servedgfurther to accentuate bitterness against the
Govt , especiallysof its C. 1. D. branch, and by the end of December
1917 the one figure which commanded the love and esteem of whole
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India was that of Mrs. Besan.. By an unprecedented and over,
whelming majority she was returned Poeesident of the National
Congress at Calcutta and its deliberation showed that the majority
was determined to disseminate extreme political views, Mr. Montagu,
the Sec. of State, who had some time before come to Indinin
connection with the Declaration of zoth Aug. was going to - close
bls interviews by the middle of January., But more than the Monwagu
mission the internments continued to agitate popular mind through-
out the length and bgeadth of the country. :

Cases of suicide, cases of insanity, of torture, of hunger-strike,
of death from pthisis, and similar ‘inhumanities, amongst the inter-
nees came to light, and to crown all, the harrowing tales of the
Sindbubalas in the February following struck the already stiiken
people of Bengal dumb whh amazement. (For the political history
of this petiod see the Indian Annual Register 1919). For once all
shades of opinion coalesced in condemnation of such inequiges,
not excluding most Anglo-Indians, and very weighty committees
for protecting the Civil Rights of the King Emperor’s subjects were
formed in Bengal and Madras.

On April 15 th 1918 the Rowlatt*Committee submitted its report
and the Government of India published it with some elisions soon
after the Montagu-Chelmsford Report, As expected the report was
a ‘complete justification of the Government, It®provéd that the
ordingry provisions of the law were entirely unsuitable for a situation
sugh as Gouvernment had been called upon to face in India at the
.begigning of the "war. It recommended the enactment of special

. measures to deal with the situation when the Defence of India Act
geased to operate. As with all restrictive committees sitting in
secret, 9o with this committee, the situation which it found was that
which they were made to see and on that view it did what was most
natural under the circumstances, It recommended (1) punitive
measurgs, viz, those meant to secure the conviction of offenders
and (2) preventive measures intended to check the $pread of cons--
piracy and the commission of crime,

While Indians resented the Rowlait recommendations and felt
aggrieved over Government attitude, the Anglo-Indians were hilarous
with joy and made political capital of the matier as an argument
against giving any generous reforms to the children of the soil. The
findings were made the basis of extensive propaganda work both
in England and in India fo discredit the Secrelary of Statz for inau-
guratipg a scheme of Reforms for India and to “‘whittle down” the
proposal made in the Montagu-Chelmsford Report. The systematic
<ampaign"of Lord Sydenham and coterie, backed by the Anglo-
Indian associations of India, trying with their enormous resources to’
prejudice Britons, especially Members of - Patliament, against Indian
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Reforms, alarmed all gections of thes people, and exasperated the
educated Indians for being thus most systematically and meanly
abused in the English Press.

The Rowlatt Report was subsequently backed by the issue of an-
other repcrt containing the results of similar investigations conducted
in the dark by a committee consisting of Mr. Justice Beachcroft,ea
Cal®utta judge, and Sir Narayan Chandravarker, the eminent ex-
judge of Bombay. This Committee was specially appointed to
enquire into the cases of the Bengal Internees. It vindicated the
policy of the Government from materials placed at its disposal by
officials and decided that in 800 out of 806 cases there was every
ground for detention, and the remaining persons were discharged,
“not because their innocence was establishegd, but because ihe orders
against them were not supported by adequate evidence.”

The findings of the Rowlatt Commitiee were bitterly resented
by *Indians of all shades of opinion. The common ground of
complaint was that it was one-sided, and the strongest objection
was taken to a callous statement ahout the disbanded Indian
soldiers, ‘“of wiom there will be large numbers, especially in the
Pubhjab, and among whom it may be possible to stir up. discontent.”
Gracious sentiment for services gloriously rendered !

On Sepiembeg 23rd 1918, the Hon’ble Mr. Khaparde moved
4 resolution in the Imperial Council, Simla, that *This Cguuwil
recommends torthe Governor- General in Counci] that the considega-,
tion and disposal of the Rowlatt report be kept *in abeyance, gnd
that a thoromgh and searching enquiry be under taken by
a mixed Committee of *an equal number of officials and non-official
Indians into the working of the Criminal Insestigation Department,
including the Central Intclligence Department.”

In moving the resolution Mr. Khaparde's object was to stay
proceedings on the Rowlatt Report and also to have a public.enqui-
ry into the papess and reports of the Secret Service upon which the
Rowlatt Report was based but which Govt. refused to make public.
His complaint was that the enquiry of the committee was conducted
in camera, in secret, and as such, whatever the eminence or imﬁar-
tiality of the judges, human nature being what it is, their findings,
based on the one-sided evidence of the officials, cag never command
public confidence.

In the #iscussion that followed the official members, chiefly
Sir Michael O’Dowyer and Sir W, Vincent, greatly warmed up
against the motion and, as usual, spoke eloquently on the. services
rendered by the Secret service. Without it the machinery of
Government, said they, would have been greatly damaged. But
none could meetcthe mover’s arguments, And while the officials
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were angry because their pet child the Secret Service, was proposed
to be enquired into, the attitude of the mest important non-officiat
members, such as Messrs. Sastri, Bannerjea, and Sapru—leaders of
the Moderate party—was non-commitial. They were heart and
soul with the Constitutional Reforms for which they were straining
every nerve to put forth the greatest fighting strength, and did not
care much about the Rowlatt business. Perhaps they did not aiso
want to irritate the officials who, it was well known, were very keen
on the Rowlatt Report. The result was that save one member
(tbe Hon. B.D. Sukul) nobody supported and voted with the mover
and the resolution was defeated by 46 to 2 !

PUNJAB BEFORE 1918.

Prior to 1905 the Punjab was as quiet and somnolescent as any
Bureaucracy could wish. Public life began to stir first in 1905
amongst the educaled classes over the question of the Benghl
Partition—that piece of Curzonian folly of outraging Nationality
which inflamed nationalist sentiment throughout India in one leap.
Shortly after the Punjab Govt. passed the Colonization bill depriving
at one stroke the long vested interests of Indian settlers in areas
‘once desolate but tranformed into the most beamiful spot in the pro-
vince by their own industry. A strong agitation followed and this was
suppressed by force ; the editor of the “Punjabee,” the Indian
paper which advocated the cause of the wretched settlers, was con~
victed and sent w0 jail. In 1go7 riots occured in Lahore and
Rawalpindi, people came in conflict with the police and were put
doWwn with a forée stronger than the orcasion required. Without
sy amelioration a campaign of repression follnwed which made
nn difference between high and low, neither between legitimate and
illegitimate grievance. Any thing short of fawning, adulation and
sycophancy was read as sedition. Prominent men, leaders of the
public, whase only fault was a worthy moral courage, Lala Hansraj,
Sawhney, Lajpat Rai, and Ajit Singh were deported. And for a
time repression triumphed and justified itself by killing all political
agitation on the surface during the years 1g10-13, Such' was
Punjab as handed over to Sir Michael O' Dowyer by Sir Denzil
Ibbetson, In 1914 nccurred the sad Komagatu Maru affair and the
Budge Budge shootipg. Several hundreds of Punjabees, rendered
homeless and hopeless by the colonization bill, were obliged to
leave their mother country and ¢mbarked for Carada, limed by the
roseate.prospect of abundant wages and work., They were how-
ever not allowed to land by the Canadian Govt. who have their own
laavs prohibiting Asiatic immigrants. The Punjabees were packed
back 1o India. They were coming with despair in their hearts and
a careless spirit of revolt born of that. Reach ng India they were
not allowed to land ; most of them were suspejcts in the eyes of the
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Govt, who had in their wisdom .in the meantime passed the
Ingress into India Ordinance, restricting the liberty of any person
entering India. They landed as prisoners and were kept in camp
at Budge Budge, near Calcutta, under armed guard in readiness for
being taken over to their Province and interned there. LExasperated
by continued ill treatment, tortured all round by adverse circum-
staxces created as popularly  alleged by the Punjzb Govt., which
however, to say the least, had done not a pattigle of good towards
their own subjects, these sturdy men of the. Punjab—the fines!
specimens of the Aryan race—lost their head, broke loose intc
revolt, and the unfortunate Budge Budge riot was the result.

“The “Komagata Maru" episodes marked the recrudescence of
anrest in the Punjab and afforded a pretext to Sir Michael O’dowyer
to ask for more “effective power” from the unwilling Government
of Lord Hardinge. During 1914 and the early part of 1915
intistent demands continued to be made for a ‘*‘carte blanche” tc
.deal with the situation and a draft ordinance of a drastic character
was submitted to the Government of India for approval and
promulgation. At last Lord Hardinge was compelled to yield and
the Defence of India Act which substantially embodied the provisions
of this draft ordinance was hurriedly passed through the Indian
Council.  How this “essential war measure” has been used not
only in the*Punj4b vut other provinces as well, to deal with marters
wholly unconnected with the war, we all know. Sir Michae!
‘O’ Dowver was not slow to utilise it and soon after reported - its
“salutary effect” to the Government of India. - A

“The years 1915 te, 1917 were occupied with varic;ils conspiracy
trials by special tribunals constituted under the Defence of India
Act. The vernacular press was ruthlessly suppressed and hundreds
of persons were interned under the Defence of India Act or the
Ingress Ordinance. 1t was during this period that Lokamany:
Tilak and Srijut Bepin Chandra, Pal were prohibited frofi ®entering
the province lest they should introduce he virus of Home Rule
;l\rere." ( From Congress Presidential Address, Amritsar, by Pt, AL

ehrui ).

Upon the Rowlatt Bill no better commentary from the Indian.
view-point can be presented than that of the venerable jurist Sir
Narayan Chandravarkar ot Bombay, which i¥ reproduced ' with
Humble acknowledgments in the following: pages.



Sir Narayan Chandravarkar
on the Rowlatt Bills

Sir Narayan Chandravarkar writing to the Tsmes of India, Feb
199, on the Rowlatt Bills, says :—

The case in auxort of these Bills, vo far as I cam conesive it, is threefold
and may be stated as follows.— _
1. It is trae that the powers uuder the Defence of India Act weve taken b
the Government from the Legislature as an emergency measure, lmited fe
4he perind of the war and for some months after the Declaration of Peace ;,
‘bat tﬁ enforeement of both the punitive and preventive provisiona of the Act
.espacially, the preventive, has proved that such a law is the enly effctive
remedy for successfally c0'¥ing with the secret and terrofising crime of
wevolutionary conspirucies. That is the firet necessity.

9,  There are some bandreds of revelutionary interned under, theso
provisions. These, judging from the Rowlatt Committes’s Report, fall under
,one or other of two heada :—(1) those who have helped Government with
information which has enabled us to unravel the revolutionary movement, track
.its course aud .detect its members, and (2) those whom internment has not
.made penitent and who are therefore still dangerous If both these classes are
let off, as they must be on the expiry of the Defence of India Act,the men
of the first classe will be exposed to ussassination at the hands of the second
.clags and cthers inclined fo revolutionary crime ; and the men of the second
.class will eontinue their caveer of that crimes. Hence the necessity of a law
an the lines of the Defence of India Act. That is the second necessity.

3. Anarchism however much limited to a small number, as compared with
the vast mgss of people, has come tostay in India, judging from the
experience of these twelve years or so; and it is absolutely fecessary in the
dnterests of peace and order that the Legislature shoujd arm the Executive
with exceptional powers to deal with this exceptional form of crime.

T have endeavoured to put the case for the Bills as strougly as it can be put
.with due regard to the exigencies of administration in the interests of 3
and of order. And it is fromgthe point of view of these interests that the
anerits of these Bills must be considered. I do not propose here to consider those
merits on the basis of the principle of liberty, because high judicisl authority
4o England has held that such suffering as there is in thesintertinent of a
jperson_uitder the Defence of Realm Act, (which is akin to our Defence
4f India Admw:ﬁ a thnall _lil,le the eriminal court is inflicted for somethj
mpgh more im t than his liberty or convenience, namely, for securing. i
yn%%c safety and defence of the realm.” 5 ,y rmtﬁo

"‘Phat eafety add defence being then the ﬁm'sy‘ount considération, in
§ndging the merits of these Bills I recognise fully the ford of the first thres
‘points -which I -have set cut ahove as mukiug out a case for the kind of
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ﬁﬁs}nﬁm, propesed b the said Bills, with reference fo their preventive
provisions and the remedy of internment. .

But that does not, in my humble opinion, exhaust the case for the Bills
the crucial and prefiminary point raised by these bills is,should the Legislature
sanetion the law proposed by them in the present state of its constitation and
Indian feelityg 1 )

Were there no remedy or power in_any membBor of India’s ywesent consti-
tution as effective as the Defence of India Act, that crucial and perliminary
guestion should inevitable lead to an affirmative answer. But thereisa
remedy in the power given to the Guvernor Geheral by Section 23 of the
Indian Council's Act enacted by Parliament in cases of emergei cy, to make
and promuliate from time to time ordinances for the “peace and good Govern-
ment” of His Majesty’s Indian territories. '

The responsibility of making laws for the peace and good Government of
the country no doubt rests on the Legislature. That is its peculiar function,
The primary end of all laws is order ; and they must have force behind them-

 compel obedience to them. That is wheve the anarchist and revolutionary,
makes his grievous mistake about Government. He thinks that becanse

overnment compels obedience to its laws by the use of foree in the form of’
the Police and the Military, therefore nll Government is physical foree—the’
force of what hg calls legnlised violence and the negation of all sonl. And’
0 Jie concludes that he is justified in meeting that force by his own force and’
vidlence. That is the delusion shared by all the interned revolutionaries'
with whose eases. I have had to deal. And all anarchical literature that I
have gomé acros®shows that it forms the creed of anarchism and revolution.-
aries, Thex,do not know, and if they know, they do not believe in*the con.’
stitutiona) primciple and practice of Government that its laws to which
obedience ix compelled by the show of force in the forg of the police and the
militury, rest ultimately on another force, the force of public opinion and'
sentiment. There must be, therefore, the force of that opinion and sentiment
behind the law and its machinery which the Rowlatt Bills proposqg to warrant’
their passage through the Legislutive Covneil. :

‘I’E»t brings me to the question—1Is the foree of public opinion and senti.
ment behind and at the buck of these Bills ¢ That public opinion and senti~
ment may be divided, for the rake of a clear understanding of the point, into
two classes—ong, the public opiuion and sentiment of the edudatdd Indians,
the class known as the intelligentia of India ; the other, of the rest of the

ple known as the Masses.

As. to the epinion of the educated classes, I believe it is by now clear that
a8 8 whole, sfuking all their political differences in other respects they have
arrayed themselves ava net the Bills. And the best proof of it is the opposi-
tion of at lenst a majority of the Indian Membera of othe Imperial Legislative
Council.  The question is—1Ts the opposition reasonable 7 I venture to think
it is, when,the position occupied by those members is borne in mind, It is
true that like alfof ns outside the Council and more as members of the Legis-
Iature they are bound to consult the interests of peace and good order and
legislate accordingly.  So they did when they assented to tha pussing of the
Drefence of India Act ax an emergency and temporary measare in the time of
wrar. But when in and for times.of peace the same Jaw is sought to be perpe.
tuated they may well take their ptang a8 follows :— '

““The responsibility for administration is not yet ours. We are still out-
side the administration.” We know and admit” that there is' revolutionary
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«sonapiracy ; but when we are asked ¢o0 asent to a lag of - an  excepiionnl
oharaeter dealing with it and to empower the Executive to restrain s persok’s
diberty on suspicivn, we can assent to:it only when we have the power of cony
frol over that Executive. The responsibility of peace and . good Government
yotsa primarily ‘on the Gavernment as if ir at present conatituted, snd
Purliment has given it through the Governor-General power fo secure that
by means of Ordinances.” " ' . 2

But the Indian members in the Council being in 'a minority mmy
bo outvoted by the official majority. And if the officiul majority
sutvotes them and sangtions the Bille in their collective capacity as-the
‘Legislative Council, it may do so on one of two grounds, either because
the proposed law is necessary as having behind it the force of public opinion
and gentiment and thus fulfllling the essential condition of all law and constie
tutiona]l Government or becanse though the law is not backed by public opi-
nion. the official merabers feel convinged thatsuch a law ‘is needed.  If the
officiil majority sanction the law on the second of these two alternatives, they
will fallin with the anarchist’s view that law and Gavernment are. based on

hysical force and violence, not on pablic opinion, and unconsciensly play intor

gin hauds, It would be doing injustice to the official majority to’ think 'thak
‘they may or will act.on that anarchist’s view. = So it is the other alternative:
that should prevail —that this law has the support of public opinion ; and it
#hould prevail all the more because Legistative Councils accomding to thbory
if not in actwal practice, are representative of that opinion. !

Aud when I speak of public opinion I will eliminate from it the . elemant
of the opinion of the educated classes for the purpose of argument with & view
to give the case fur the Bills the benefit of every doubt. I ®ill take publip
opinion to"mean the opinion of the masses. In these dave it may be urged
it is not difficult to ascertain that opinion. The Indo-British Associatioh
affirs that it represents the opinion of the masses in India. We of “the-
educated classes affirm that we represent that opinion. TIn the midst of ‘this
eonflict, I will crage my readers’ indulgzence to appesl®*to my own personal
and sober experience and knowledze as to the view which the masies take of
the law of internments. I have been visiting Caleutta every winter the last
four years. The last time ! was there in June, July and Auagust it was a8 &
member of the Advisory Committes on the individual cases of. the Bengal
internees. During my previous visits it had pogzled me to find from all 1
saw that while there was disapproval of and disgust fon revolutionsry
orimes—the murders and dacoities to which they led — there was at the samet
time sympathy for the internees as youths who had been®unjnstly dragged.out
of their homes and hearths and shools and flepped into confinement. .. Whaa
could ba at the botton of that more or lessgfeneral aympathy.-? : Was. it
sneaking sympathy with revolutionary crime becuuse its.object . was ; to.overs
throw Government P I tonld not say, for I had no definite means of tcoes
to the heart of the average Bengali of the muss type until when I was envaged
in my inquiry as a member of the Advisory Committee. I came seross un-
officially some of that type whose sons ar other young relatives had been in-
terned. I questioned them cn the point which had puzzled me. One of the
men whose son happened t¢ be an internee and who candidly admitted to me
his %on’s part in revolutionsry conspiracy gave me an answer which I trans-
eribe here as far in hig own language as { remember it :—

*“You ask vs why people are not as indignant over the arimes of wevolur
#lonaries us they are ignorant over the internments of these youths. Why 1
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Dimes sach a3 dscoitdes and murders and other offences have Been taking
lédé #hnde Godl tnade the world and created man, We take that ss the every
‘1ot of Tife and there is nuthing unusual however much we deplors it and
ouvee the world. -But the tearing away by the police of this young man from
hie Milg‘to-dsy, of that young man to-morrow and so on and interned for
Heaven knows how long and we knew not why, the Police alone know—hns
that gone on since the world was made ?  'Who sees the dscoities or murders P
We don’t and so we don’t realise. But we see before our very eyes the youth
taken away-——and aM neighbourhood sees it, and thie sight and iorror rankle
in homes and "villages.”” " “But surely”—I axkedo “the Swrkar must put
down the orfme ; and if it Jeads to sorrow and suffering, that is nothing  com-
pared to peace and order,” The man replied :-—"¥en, the Sarkar starts
acthools, we sent onr boys far away to them from where we live, and when
the boys go wrong, they go wrong becanse of the Sarkar, withont our know-
ledge and owr responsibility, And we have to suffer the misery in our homes

cansed by the tearing away of our youth from our families,”

, I will not enlarge on this beyond saying that, in my view, the remarks of
the man made in his untutored way refiect the opinion of the masses as to
jnternments. They Mave a dim idea that the iaterned youth have beeoms
rovolutionary because of the Sirkar’s policy. And there they share the view
of the educateg classes. Further, when we closely analyse the character and
livities of the youth forming 95 per cent. of the interned we find that
ey are youths a good many of whom are visionaries with a high personel
standard of like, with ideas of sacrifice and.service, though of perverss adven-
ture. Thev avecof the kind of British youth described by the late Donald
Hauokey, “A student in Arms” in his chapter on “Some who' weré' lost and
afterwards Yound.” “They were lost but they were not poisonvus. That
was the trouble. They were incurably disreputable. ,We cordd wot fit them
in and somehow we felt that this inability of ours was a slur on society. We
felt that there ought #o be a place for them in the scheme of things.”” Then
&t Jast the war came and they were got out. “And then.” says Hankey,
“they eame totheicr own. . . . never was such a #reimph and spirit over
matter.” Have our youth bad suech oppertunities ?

Our whole politiesl and soeial policy is then at the root of this revolu-
tionary erime. Lot it be changed first as it is going to be changed and till
then the Legislature as representing public opinion ut least lodian public
opinion whivh ought 0 count above all in the matter—should decline to pass
any law on the lines“sf the Detence of India Act but should leave if to the
Governor-General to exercise hj %wer of Ordinanee until thé new policy of
reform has taken concrete effectilind India has felt assuradof the new life of
progress veuchsufed to her.

TP 1193658k (201 1/



From the Indian Social Reformer ; Bombay.

The views of Sir Narayan Chandravatkar, the Venerable Ex
Judge of Bombay, an the Rowlatt Legislation, so often aliuded to in
the Speeches in the Imperial Council at Delhi, appeared in Zh¢
Indian Social Reformer of Bombay. The.following is the full Text ¢

“The ‘unanimous opposition of the non-official Indian members of the
Imperial Legislative Council to the Rowlatt Bills has had one effect inv
the right direction. Government, through the Home Member, who
introduced the Bills into the Council und moved their reference to s
Select Committes, have agreed to make the Bill dealing with revolu-
tionary crime and internments a ‘temporary’ measure, which shall be
enforceable only for e period of three years from the date of the
e piry of the Eresent Defence of India Act. Bo far one essential and
erncial point affecting such legislation in its constitutipnal aespects has-
been gained. But important as this concession is to public opinion, by
which we wust mean Indian public opinien (for it is that which has.
the real claim to count in the matter), the concession is ‘only partial
and does not satisfy the conditions of the constitutin to, justifv at
feast the Indian non-official members of *the Couneil in rgsting satisfied
with the concession made and according their snpport to the law as s
temporary measure., )

“What, then, are those conditions ?

“We sghall best be able to comprehend them.in all their clearness,
if we start by taking up one point which ‘the Hon'ble Sir George
Lowndes, the Law Member of the Governmeut of India, madé in his
speech in support of the Bills, To the argument, adeanced by some
of the non-official Indian members of the Council, that Government had
already ample powers under two existing ‘laws, namely (1) the Regula-
tion of 2818, and (2) the Governor-General's power of making Ordi-
nances from time to time for the peace and good Government of His
Majesty’s Indian territories under Section 23 o‘ftrthe Indian  Council’s-
Act of 1861, Sir George replied that those two laws were more dras-
tic than the provisions contemplated in the Rowlatt Bills. They are no
doubt drastic in the sense that the Regulation of 1818 empowers
Government to deprt a person without any trial or enquiry, judicial,
quasi-judicial, or otherwise, and the Act of 1861 empowers the Gov:
ernor-Geperal to make Ordinances es he thinks fit, that is to sy, it
gives him ‘absolute’ discretion to frame such rules #nd machinery as
he likes for the purpose of securing the internment of s person sus.
pected of being a4 member of and implicated in a revolutionary cons
spiracy. This absolute discretion leaves the Governor-General full and
unrestrained authority to make the Ordinances ss mild or 2s drasti¢
26 he chooses. Instead of eaying of the power’that .it is drastic, it is.
more true to the real nature of the’power to affirm of it that it is-
plastic. There is notbing in the law or the power given by it to the-
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Governor.-General to peevent him from framing his Grdinance on the
#ame lines or with the same provisions as those of ths Rowlatt Bills.
Sir George Lowndes’s point, therefore, does not meet the argument of
his Indian colleapues in the Legislative Council. The question still
wemains—why should the Government seek the sanction of the Legisla-
ture to sueh -a ‘law, -even for a limited ‘pericd as & temporary measure,
‘when it has already power in that behalf which it can exercise on ite
-own’ authority- and vesponsibility P _
" “The only intellivible reason that can be ausigned is that Govern-
inent does not think it expedient at this day awd in these times of
?::bl’ie opinion to use powers -derived by it at a time when the
ginlative Council had wnot come into existenee and from authorities
-whieh did not and ocould not represent the public opinion of India.
The Regulation. of 18'8 was a law enacted when the Executive Gov-
erument in ludia wuas alsy thé legixlutive power of the country.
“There. were no Legislative Councils then, professiny to represent, even
in theory, the people, and as such_legislation for the people. The Governor-
“Geheral's power of Ordinance was delegated to him by Parliament in 1861
and Parlinment does not mean the people of India. That being the character
-of those two laws, Government apparently does nat wish to take upon itself
the responsibility of using the powers it has under those laws but deems it
-expedient to plade the reqponsiﬁility upon the Legislative Cowrcil, whick
gontains non-officiai members, representing Indian  public opinion, and
80 to uive the law thus passed the character of a measure enucted
with the sympathy and support of that opinion. That was exactly the
ground on ®hich- Lord Hardinge appealed and appesled succesafplly to
the Indian wembers of the Cauncil for their luyal support to the Bill
which accordingly passed into the present Defence of India  Act in,
March 1915 48 a war measure. And the same grotnd a fortiori must
furnish the test now.
" . “That being the cafe, the non-official members of the Legislative
Council have to ask themselves this question before deciding® whsther
they should support the mensure, even though it is temporary : Is it
wight to tuke upon themselves as representatives in the Council of the
people, the responsibility of such a meuasure in times of peace, and
make themselves parties to 4 law arming the Executive with powers
to vestrain the Mberty of a subject, so long as the people have uuder
the present constitutiop of the Government no share in or contrel
woyer the Executive, and that when the Executive has already powers
in that behalf derivel from the - Regulation of 18'8 and the power of
Ordinance ? . In theory, certainly, and in peactice geuerally, all law, and
particularly laws restraining liberty of the person, being a system of
vules by which rights are maintained, forin the expression of the gene-
ral will of the people. The Indian members of the Council, at any
rate, owe if to themselves and to the people, therefore, that they
should refuse to suppwt such an exceptional case of legisiation® unless
the general will of the country, of which they are exponents, is behind them,
“That is . the test for them ; and they are entiiled on ‘the ground of
recognised constitutional prinviples, to urge uvhat the constitution of the
«Government should be .popularised first in the direction of responsible
43overnment beford® they can share the respousibility of such laws with
‘the ‘Execative, in & time of peace.
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“If, ‘urider the ] it system ' of Governthent and . ‘before. Mr.
Montagu's reforms take effect and admit the.people into the sdminis
trafion and make them responeible -fur it,.the Legislative Council pass-
the Rowlatt Bills, whether with- the support of the Indisn members or
‘by an official majority without: that support the Legislature will be
passing the law under the guise of authority from public opinion,
when that opinion is really opposed to-the mensure,

“The charge has been brought against the Indian members of the
Council bv some that those members have opposed the Bills because
they fear thut if théy support the messures they will lore their pupu=
lanty. The “Pioneer” makes much of that. Even assuming it is soy
what does that' argument come to? It means that there measures sre
ucpopular, And if they are, the Indian members as irepresentatives oft
the people ‘will ‘be going agwinst public epinion should they support-the
measures. But apart from the pleasure of popularity or fear of. un-
populurity, it is wise to act wpon the principle of -healthy. politics
enunciated by Macaulsy as follows :— =~

“As we cannot, without the risk 'of evil from which . imagina-
tion recvils, employ physical force as a check on misgovernment, it is
avidently our windom to keep ull -the constitutional checks on misgovern~
ment in the highest state of efficiency, to watch with ejealouny the first:
beginnings of encroaschment and never to suffer irregularities, -evem
when harmless in themwelves, to pass unchallenged, lest they acquire
the force of precedents.” ) ‘

“Therefore, popularise the Government first- and then “ask #a popularis-
ed Legilature to tuke the responsibility of such exceptiomal legislation
for the peace and good Government of the country, which till then-
rests exnecessitate primarily on the Executive,— :

The whole controversy aver these Bills may be said now to have narrowed’
itself down to one simple question ; why should the Legislative Council take
the responsibility of such an exceptional law even as a temporary measure,.
snd arm the Executive with the power of interning any person whom it.
suspects as un anarchist without an open trial in the erdinary Courts of
Justice according to the ordinary criminul procedure of those Courts, when.
both under the Regulution of 1818 and the Governor General's power given.
by Parliament of wmaking Ordinauces, thut Execative has already nmplér
powers in that behalf P

It in contended by the supporters of the Rowlatt Bills that the Legisla«.
tive Council should tpke the responxibility of passing them, because the
Regulation and the Ordipance power are old-fashioned and will not do in.
these times when the penple hdve grown accustomed to the ides apd practice:,
of Laws made by the Legislature for the time being, as the state organ of
public dpinion to meet the emergencies of tne day.

That contention would be valid, if it.were proposed {0 repeal the regnla-
tian of 1818 and the Section of the parlinmentary Statute of 1861, which
arms the Governor-General with the power of ma!:ing Ordinances. There
is no such proposal. The Regulation and the Ordinangp power have from
time to time been put into operation and are still alive. hen 1o them are
sdded, asis now proposed, fresh laws of the same kind by means of the Row-
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’-ZBiﬂl‘,‘in-get to the familsr complaint made from of old against such

% that “the special and unique occasion of one Government becoms the
habit of its successors,” and speciul laws intended for emergencies and res-
anﬁ liberty and excluding the jurisdiction of ordinary judicial tribunals
-and the operation of the ordinary criminal procedure, become the rule like
~ordinary laws.

No doubt it is very creditable to Government and manifests its desire to
webpeet constitutional forms when it comes to the-Legislative Council and

g “True, we, the Executive, have power under the Regulation of 1818
-and the Governor-General’s Ordinance to deal with revolutionary crime, But
we do not wish to exercise that power and play the autoerat in disregard of
the Legislative Council. We wish to act in the matter in co-operation with
‘the Legislative Council which represents the people.”’
o So far the action of the Government is constitutional because it satisfies
the first condition of constitutional government that its Executive shall
mot exercise a power of a summary and arbitrary character, even when it is
imperatively needed in the public interests, unless that poweris derived
from the Legislature of the time as an emergency power. But there is a
second condition of constitutional government equally important for such
power to emanate from the Legislature. That second condition is that,
sizce the power ig needed to make the criminal law more severe than it is
.and deprive the people of their right to be tried in the ordinary Courts of
Justice according to established rules of law, and since the power is of the
nature of arbitrariness, rendered imperative by the nature of the crime to
be combated, the Legislature, which is invited by the Executive to give
‘them that power, should be so composed that at least a majority, if, not all,
of its members shall have no interest in or inducement to make any law,
especially a law of this summary and quasi-judicial character, as the
Rowlatt Bills,"which will not, in its practical operation, equally affect them
.or tend to affect them with the governed—that in other words (to borrow
the language of the American Federalists) there must <be, between the
Legislature and the people for whom it makes such laws, the strongest bond
.of communion of interests and sympathy of sentiments by which human
policy can connect the rulers and the ruled together, or else “the Govern-
ment.” however well-intentioned, *‘degenerates into a tyranny’’

Now, test the position of the Imperial Legislative Council -by.the light
of the second condition or constitutional priuciple above stated. While it
wfiust be admitted that? the Rowlatt Bills have for their object the exter-
mination of revolutionary conspiracies by interning persons suspected by
the Executive of that crime without the safeguard of an open judicial trial
according to the ordivary criminal procedure, and so gunarding the
rights and liberties and peace of the people of the Cemmonwealth, it
must be, at the same time, remembered that, as the persons so suep ected
and therefore interned will be from among the people themselves, the
danger of the law-=its tendency and scope—affects them all in that every
one of them whoever or whatever he be, is exposed, under the law to
the fear and risk of being suspected and internes should the Executive
choose to do that. The fear and risk may be groundless, ‘but it is there
more or less, more in the case of Indians than Europeans. Therefore, such
atlaw, to have the sanction of Legislature, should be passed by a Legislature,
the' members of which are connected with the peoples being. of the

in -point- of séentiment, interests, inducements and apprehension of
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Tegislative Coune s now constitutcd that :
ofitsmmarem~»ut ﬁhe people.  The Indians, who are
“are in a minority. The former are indeed conscicntious and m
g\n & ‘actwing <o Kheis s, Put they - form
locei gn governing power ofthe land ; they represent the ruling race ; aud, (to
canurke) “when lny community s mbordlmhly connected with another,
the great danger of the connexion i the extreme pride and sclf-complacency.
of the superior which in all matters of controversy will probably decide in ifs
fayour.” Hence the vade attached to the Indian opinion in the CoumaLm
the solxcitude for their support shown by the members of Government in &

Council, in paticular by Sir William Vincmt, the mover of the Bills. That ‘

being so, of what use will ‘the Rowla t Bills be, if in disregard of Indian opp

sition in the Council, they are passcd into law by the British ma]ority in it

Will not the law so passcd fall under the *grecdiest of legal categorics,” vu i

laws deﬂned by Justinian in his code in the maxim as QUOD PRINCIPI PLACUIT

TEGIS HABIT VIGORAM, i.c., « what pleases the Trince has the force of law”?
“The position of the Legxslntne Couneil in that event beeomes the same ag that
 of Parliament in the reign of Henry VIII, when Thomas Cromwell crowded it

_with members directly or indirectly nominated by the Royal Council and got it

. ander “ constitutional forms” to enact new laws of treason. The Rowlatt Bills,

 passing into law under such circumstances, will be no differend, as to the source
of their authority, from the regulation of 1818 or the Governor-Geneut’q?

rd ce. In reality they will be the laws of the Executive, though in name

y the Ligislative Council will be their lparent—-—the voice Jacob’s, the hand

Why place the Legislative Council in this unenviableposition ? |
It ise these comsiderations which ought, I think, to move thg Indian mem-

* bers to oppose these Bills and decline to take any responsibility for them. And
they should decline all the more because jullic opinion insists that the root
eautes of revolutionary®crime must be removed by reforms in the direction of

. responsitle goyernment before they, as vepresentativgs of the people, can be

® parties to and. pass criminal laws of a summary character to extinguish the
manifestati®n of -that crime,

The fear expressed in some quarters that there will be no chanee for meh_
measures as the Rowlatt Bills after Mr. Montagu’s scheme of responsille go-
vernment comes into force, ignores the lessons of history and actual experience.
What is then the ground of that fear ! This, so far as I can sce, is that dema-
gognes with so called democratie ideas and visionary schemes of Government,
wha now flatter the people and rail against Governmeng, will erowd the new
Couneils and vote plump against such laws and weaken the Executive authority,
But is it not the case as proved by the experience of all d&mocmtw countrics,

~mno body is so willing to interfere with the liberties of the as the
le themselves or their representative in the Legislature where people

| those representadives are made to share responsibility for the pedee and
of their land? Notewhat Lord Morley says in his Recollections ;— The

becomes in business excessively, narrowly and ﬁre«oma% , pragmatic and
» and actually cultivates' a near-sight.  With or Without cause, he
Himself and isbentfon showing t.bnthewu fit for the protessionofml
as ﬁlo w dfﬁem Vi

&




- Chronicle of Events
F ebruary—Mayd 919

~ Feb. Ist to 4th, 1919—All India protest meetings dzainst gnropoied Ro;l;lgt
fluential c

& Legislation at all important towns representing all the
et opinion of India. _
\ 18t Hon'ble Sir D, Wacha wired to Viceroy earnestly raquesting postponement
§ of Rowlatt Bills.
6th Viceroy’s opening speech in the Imperial Council disillusioning Indian
hop 8 and recommending Rowlatt Bills. Sir W. Vincent the
Rowlatt Bill and moved for reference to sclect committee of 15 members,
majority being officials. Hon'bles Mr. Patel and Mr, Banerjea opposed
and moved for postponement, Hot debate on this motion finally adjourned
till next day. : -
“ 7th Long debate on Rowlatt Bill in Imap. Council,—Non-official Indians oppos-
ing to aeman. Mr. Patel’s motion defeated and SBir W, Vineent’s forced
' through by 86 official votes to 21 against unanimous Indian opposition.
Bill referred to 8c1:ct Committee.
Sth Moderate Pour PARLEUR with Home Member (Vincent) in the matter
of the Rowfatt Bills. L3}
10th Sir W.,Vincent announced that in deference to unanimous %on-official
opposition the Rowlatt Act was to be in operation for three years and
not permanently. He also introduced the Second Bill which was referred
to Seleet Committee against unanimons non-official opposition.
Influential protest meeting at Madras Mahajan Sabha—non-official Council
members signed a mandate on Indian members of Imperial Couneil to
oppose the Rowlatt Bill to the end. :
13th Calcutta Indian Association protest meeting under Maharaja of Cossim- |
bazar and all influential moderates against the Rowlatt Bills. o
15th Bombay protest meeting under Mrs, Besant denouncing the Bill. 5
16th Home-Rul: Campaign against the Black Bills opened by, Mrs. Besant at
Bombay with a large and influential following, e
23rd Bombay Presidengy Association protest meeting under Sir D, Petit.
Madras monster protest meeting under Mr, T. V, Venkatarama Iyer hotly
denouncing the Rowlatt Bill—Mr. B, C. Pal’s lecture on same,
Mar. 1st. Select Committee report on Rowlatt Bill presented ty Sir W. Vincent
i to Imperial Council, together with sitong dissenting minutes by non-
official Indian members of the Committee--Messrs. Patel, Malaviya
: Klmpa.rdecu:nt signing the report, i v
- Mahatma dhi’s press manitesto inaugurating Satyagraha. B
The Great Shtyagr.\ls: vow taken by Home-Ru?:r: and Gandhitss in Bom-
bay. Satyagraha Sabha Started its campaign. O S
2nd Moderate manifesto against passive resistance issued, signed by Ho
Wacha, Bannerjea, Sastri, Nundy, Shafi, Chitnavis and dthers. ;
Allahabad Satyagraha meeting under Pt., Motilal Nehru ; many

‘ vow.
4th Calcutta Nafionalists met in Conference supporting Mr.
principle of passive resistance. -



strong, and could not come to a settlement,
B Mass meeting at Amritsar condemning the Rowlatt Bills,
" 8th Sir W. Vincent presented Sel:ct Committee Report on 2nd Rowlatt Bill,

many taking the Vow.

0, P Legilhtlve Council members issue mandate to the representatives
in the Imperial Council to withdraw from the Council in protest.

11th Bombay Council a'mbers issue mandate to their representatives in the
Imperial Council 0 enter their emphatic protest against the bill,

.

12th Imperial Council debate on the Rowlatt Bill ; Viceroy ruled minutes of

dissent to the Select Committee of the Indian members out of order.
Government motion for taking into consideration the Bill as amended by
Select Committee pussed.

: : ew with the Vicsroy—-thc remnm made pﬁ:li@-—botﬂi-‘
aidu,nnehdn on brate force, the other on soul force, noompmnhing!y ]

Madras public meeting under Mr. V. Ramadoss in favour of Satyagraha;

13th Tmperial Council debate,on the amended Bill—long and hot debate

E et lasting whole day till mid-night—non-official amendments all rejected by
solid opposition of the Government bloc.
‘ l!ﬁ Imperial-Council debate on 2nd Rowlatt Bill—motion to circulate the
- bill again for opinion passed.
The last debate on the fateful Rowlatt Bill—Bill passed into Act against

Aty ,'f solid non-offic al opposition. Hon'ble Mr. Sarma atonce resigns in protest.:
lﬁﬂz Madras Beach mecting to-wecome Mr, Gandhi. Gandhi’s®message read and

many new Satyagrahis enrolled,
21st. Big pnblic meeting at Madras under Mr, ¢, Vijiaraghava Chariar request-

ing Vieeroy to withold assent to Rowlatt Act and comulaﬁm Hon’blg.. gy

- Mr, Sarma for his resignation—Gandhi’s Satyagraha
- 23rd Satyagraha Movement Started. Gandhi declares 6th Apnl to be All
India Hartal and day of humiliation—directed a twenty--four hours-fast
aud suspension of all business throughout the Motherland.
23-30th Satyugraba week all over India—Mectings and organisations held
broad cast in view of coming hartal.

' 30th Monster SBatyagraha day and meeting at Delhi scmlmg cable to Secretary of

State against Rowlatt Bill.
First Riot at Delhi. Police and Military fired on unarmed mob,

315t Delbi in mourning—business suspended—City in the hands of the Military

—Hindu-Moslem unity solemnised in Mosques and Temples and in funeral
processigns following biers of innocent vietims of last day’s Military
. outrage.
~ Jullundur—Punjab Provincial politieal conferepee held on this and
~ following 3 days—Dr. Kitchlew and Dina Nath of Amritsar addressed on
Hindu—Musalman brotherhood,

innocent martyrs fall-n. Military parading streets,
L &11 Government of India Communique on Delhi disturbances issned to the
L, e ,frees—-thm\ving whole blame on the Delhi public and local leaders,

Mt their co-op vation, and presente® a handbill for
cast, Satyagraha Sabha repudiated the Beulon,

ntlu-vbu. Sstyapal and Kitchlew prohibited to address public meetings.
India H nance, humiliation, fasting and prayer asa ive
Rowlatt Aect, Civil disobedlc of Press laws in

bay by salz of proscribed and unregistered litérature stmed, the

April 1st—Delhi—Shops closed ; people attending funerai processions of the

| Delhii—Col. Beadon convenéd wnceting of Dilhi leaders at which he abused



- %mmcﬂ
i r‘t.i;:l workers of the Day of Reckoning soon to come,
1 . Gandhi Arrested and Deported at Palwal Mm motioe ‘while -
s tr“e“mfhb, train from Bombay to Delhi. Order passed on him m tor, 1
)% i and Punjab and interning him in Bombay Presidency.
‘Awritsar—Ram Nayami Day, processions peacefully carried out ﬂlyin;-
the English National Anthem and paying homage to King and the Deguty
Commissioner Mr. Miles Irvine. Latter reccives order from Sir M, O'Dwyer
[ todeport Dr.Satyapal and Kitchlew, the local leaders of passive resistance.
~ 10th Amritsar—Arrest and Deportation of Drs. Satgapal and Kitchlew,
1 Mob outrage, Riot, incendiarism in Amritsar—mob fired at ; Mob then
turned and looted Banks, Télegraph office, Post office, Zcmnu Hospital,
i C. M. 8. Girl’s Schools and burnt them, and also killed with groes brutali-
- ty several Enropeans,
Lahore—huge mob marching to petition Government was fired apon by the
Police and the military near Auarkali ; many killed and wour :
. Aeroplane hovering over the city. e ¥
; All India closing of shops as a mark of sorrow tot Gandbi’s -w : Q&a
¥ Second Hartal all over Punjab and ¢lsewhere. ¢
~ 11th Quiet at Amritsar and Lahore Reinforcements pounng m irom nghﬂer g
and elsewbere. Y
Al India Hartal and suspension of business c..ontinued,
Kasur—Public meeting against Rowlatt Act. ¥
: Ahmedabad—Mob outrage in city on hcaring Gandhi’s arrest,
12th Lahore—Badsbahi Mosque meeting. 1. D. pugree burnt. Mob b&
upon by troops. Huge crowed nttacked and looted Railway Station ‘ i
being dired ®pon by soldiers travelling in a train. The train wnl ltbpped.
dersiled and burnt. i, %
Kasur—Excivted mob  fired at by 2 Europoan Soldiers from ntmln. “Mob o
murdered the Soldiers, burnt Station, wree X)(cd the, train, and looced m o
destroyed all Government property. 'a
- Caleutta—Hartal gn hearing Gandhi’s arrest—Some mild d;sturbanoe at.
) Burrabazar—Police and Military fire on Mob,
lSth Amvitsar—Jhallianwala Bagh Massacre. Peaceful mecting of twenty
. thousand men fired upon continuously unprovoked for ten minutes by Gen.
Dyer ; 500 killed, 1500 wounded and left for two days exposed to the |
_elements without medical or any relief.
Delhi—Rumour of deportation of Leaders efloat—Great congternation in
town ; Mob provoked to assume threatening attitude.
14th Gn]nnwalls —Jhallianwalla Bagh news received. Whole town on Hm] \
s A big Baisakhi dhy held at Wazirabad. Booking stopped and the buge |
P excited crowed stoppd the train, pulled down passengers and set fire to the |
. station yard. Mob further excited by slaughtered cows and pigs and
} assaulted Mr. Herron, 8. P. who fired and caused death, Exchement
~ leapad up into a flame resulting in acts of incendéarism —puvst Office,
~ Bungalow, Court houses, Railway godown and the Church bu
© Aeroplanes hovering over town dropped bombs, some on the
. Bchool and fieighbouring villages killing women and childreqn
Batala (in Gurdaspur)—Telegraph Wires cut by mob. A
Wires also cnt between Lahore—Amritsar and between Sialko
Rohtak—Riotous mob attacked Ry. line, and cut it,
bridge and attacked a train.
‘Delhl——)lob began te;g‘l:w armed with Lathis on moumd d
of popular wn hall conference between officials
came to nothing. B

i "
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The Satyagraha Movement.
‘Mahatma Gandhi Starts Work,

On March 1, 1919: Mahatma Gandhi addressed the
dollowing letter to the Press ‘— :

Sir,—I enclose herewith the Satygaraha Pledge regarding the
{Rowlatt Bills. The step taken is probably the most momentous in
«the history of India." I give ‘my assurance thatit has not been
thastily taken. Personally I have passed many a sleepless night
.over it. I have endeavoured duly to appreciate the Government’s
position, but I have been unable to find any justification for the ex-
-traordinary Bills. I have read the Rowlatt Committee’s Report, I
have gongthrough its narrative with admiration. Its reading has
driven ?bﬁ;to a conclusion just opposite of the Committee’s. I should
.conclnde from the reports that secret violence is confined to isolated
and very small parts of India and to a microscopic body of the

eople. The existence of such men is truly a danger to the society.

| But, the passing of the Bills, designed to affect the whole of India

.and its people and arming the Government with power out of all

gproportion to the situation sought to be dealt with, is a greater

.danger. The Committee utterly ignores the historical faet that the
millions ef India are by nature the gentlest on the earth.

“Now look at the setting of the Bills. Their introduction is
-accompanied by certain assurances given by the Viceroy. regarding
ithe Civil Service and British commercial interests. Many of us are

o filled with the greatest misgivings about the Viceregal utterance. I
-frankly corffess, I do not understand its full scope and intention. If
it means that the Civil Service and British commercial interests are
to be held superior to those of India and its political and commer-
«ial requirements, no Indian can ‘accept the doctrine. It cam but
end in a fratricidal struggle within the empire.

Trustee and Servant. °

“The reforms may not come ; the need of the moment is the
sproper and just understanding upon the vital issue. No tinkering
4vith it will produce real satisfaction. Let the great Civil Service
«Lorporation understandl that it can remain in India only as its trustee

{ * and servant, not in name but'in deed and let the British commercial
' houses understand that they can remain in India only o supplement
her reqéirements and not to destroy indigenous art, trade and

gﬂmufactﬁre, and you have two measures to replace the Rowlatt
ills. b
“They, I promise, will successfully deal with any conspiracy
inst the State,
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“Sir George Lowndes simply added fuel to the fire' when he flouted
' public opinion, He has forgotien his Indian history or he would
have known that the Government he represents has before now
surrendered its own considered opinion testhe force of public
opinion, .
“It will be now easy to see why I consider the bills to be the
unmistakable symptom of the deep-seated-.disease in the governing:
body. It needs, therefore, to be. drastically ereated. Subterraneam
.violence will be the remedy by the impetuous, hotheaded youths,
who will have grown impatient of the spirit underlying the bills and’
circumstances attending their introduction. The 3ills must intensify
hatred and ill-will against the State, of which deeds of violence are
nndoubtedly an evidence. The Indian Covenanters, by their deter-
minaticn {0 undergo every form of sufferings, make an irresistible
appeal to the Government, towards which they bear no ill-Will, and
provide to the believers in efficiency of violenee as means of securing
redress of grievance with the infallible remedy and withal a remedy
that blesses those that use it and also goes against whom it is used.
If the covenanters krow the use of this remedy, I fear no ill from it.
I have no business to doubt their ability. They must ascertain whe-
ther the diseasg is sufficiently great to justify a strong remedy and
whether all milder ones have been tried. They have cervincedr
themselves that the disease is serious enowgh and that the milde
measures have utterly failed. The rest lies in the lap of the Gods'.

The Satyagraha Yow.

“Being conscientiously of opinion that the Bills known as the Indiarw
Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill No.1of 1919 znd the Criminal Law
(Emergency Powers) Bill No, 2 of 1919 are unjust, subversive of the
prineiple of liberty ayd justice and destructive of the elementary rights of
individuals, on which the safety of the community as a whole and the State
itself is based, we solemnly affirm that in the event of these Bills becoming
law and until they are withdrawn, we shall refuse eivilly to obey those Lawe
and such other Laws as a Committee* to be hereafter appointed may think fit
and we further affirm that in this -struggle we 'rilf faithfnlly follow the
truth and refrain from violence to life, person.or property.” ‘

L
\ -

”
[ *For the Laws 1o be broken as selected by this Commilfee, seti

? 47.] .
.
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Dr. Subrahmania on Satagraha.

Dr. Subramania Aiyar's Views.

The following ‘account of an interview with Dr.
S. Subrahmania Aiyar, the Venerable Ex-Chief Justice of
Madras and President Home Rule League, as regards
passive resistance was published in “The Hindu” of

Madras in March last.

«

Dr. 8. 8, Aiyer.— In my speech as Chairman of the Reception Com-
mittee during the Congress sittings held in Madras last time, I stated
almost in terms that the course similar to the one adopted by Mr. Gandhi
in South Africa with such signal success was the one whi®h would prove
efficacious in our hands against autocracy in this country The spirit of
my remarks on the point then will be found to be in entire accord, if I may
say so, with what pervades the recent utterances of that mqst distinguished
countryman of ours who is now amongst us since he initiated the present

movement®a few weeks ago.
Interviewer'—What is the reason for yor opinion remaining unchanged as

yon said ? . .
Dr. S. S. Aiyer.—The more I think about it the more I am convinced that
o the circumstances of the Indian people leave no alteranitive but to resort to
the use of thes remedy, against the ever tightening policy of repression of the
present Government. I have said again and again,resort to hrute force for
obtaining redress at the hands of our rulers is out of the question. For, in
the first place, even if it were permissable to resort to such force from the
point of view of morality and justice, we possess none of the facilities required:
But I hold strongly that the invisible powers that are guarding our well
being intend that our salvation should be accomplished without crime, and
violence. Otherwise, I cannot understand why we should have been deprived
of all use of arms as we have been, so as to make us incapable of resisting
pression in the way nations have been accustomed hitherto to defend
themselves against their oppressors. It follows either there is no salvstion
to us as a nation or %our salvation is to be brought about by
means other than revolution and bloodshed. That we as a nation
are not to perish goes without saying, having regard “to the
necessity of the essentials of our past great civilisation being preserved for
the benefit of the world. How then are we to be freed from the domination
which seems to be«crushing cut all life from us ? The answer is that those
who @re exercising this domination are blind to our sufferings and deaf to
‘)‘M entreaties, aud nothing would open their eyes and ears but the impossibi-
ity of carrying on the administration of the country which Would be created
by passive resistance beeoming common among ‘the people more or less

bhroughout the country.




DR. SUBRAHMANIA AIVAR

Interviewer :—Is that likely ?
£ _Dr. 8. S. Aiyer :—No doubt it would take time before such a state of
B ﬂnngl comes to pass, but judging from the existing eonditions one cannot
but feel that the movement now set on foot marks the beginning of what
18 going to happen not very long hence. What I said as Chairman at
mieeting held to welcome Mr. Gandhi, when he paid his first visit to this cify,
comes back to my mind now. After observing that the phrase about
the new angﬁ; of vision which had .bheen wused by the then
Under-Secretary of State, was an empty cowpliment and that the
- policy towards us after the war would be worse than instead of better, I
ahtai emphatically that only when people came to be educated and guided
g'lbuudreds of Sanyasins like Mr, (f:nghi, our people could hope to obtain

t freedom without which true and prosperous national life was impossible.

Interviewer :—Are such Sanyasin leaders forthcoming now ?

Dr. 8. S. Iyer :—Not yet in sufficient numbers ; but be assured that they
will be in due course;of course not generaily from the well-to-do classes who are
accustomed to comfort if not to luxury in their lives. This class will shrink
from the severe trials that would await the true and earnest ive resister.
Such Sannyasin leaders will come from the humble section of the community
some of whose representatives followed Mr, Gandhi with marvellous devotion
in South Africa®and enabled him to win the battle he there waged so nobly
on our behalf. It strikes me that what he did there was but the prelude
to the work which he has now undertaken to do here. That work is indeed
uphill in every sgnse and may seem to progress little for sometime to come.
But it is certain that the moral effect of the movement on the people at large
is one not to°be treated with contempt by the autocrat but must command his
serious consideration. If things go wrong as the result of the movoment,
the blame will be his. No responsibility could attach 4o those who are cal
upon to embark on thig attempt to resort to spiritual force through sheer
necessity as against the asserted foundation of the British rule on brute e

The confession attributed to the Viceroy on this subject, 4f true, fore-
bodes nothing but evil as it must wipe out every vestige of loyalty in the
country and convert all its well-wishers into disaffected persons.

Interviewer.—~Would you not like to enter into details as to how to carry
on the movement P

© Dr S. 8. Aiyer.—No. That will have to be attended to by those on whom
the actual duty of le#ding the people devolves, in the parts of the country,
where the movement finds encouragement. That duty, indeed, isa very
difficult and sacred one. It should not be undertaken lightly and unless
those who take the pledge fulfill it by their infailing conduct, they would
only retard the consummation that movement is bou.utf to ensure. hat is
important is that none should take the pledge withont fully realising the
sacrifice it involves. It matters little that the number of those who take
the pledge is snfall so long as those who take it are certain to act up to it.
Even the example of a few who suffer in the exercise of this spiritifal remedy
is bound to tell in the long run and it wouvid be a mistake to look upon the
niovement as unpromising from the mere fact that the number of plgdged
passive resisters 1s not very encouraging just now. Let me say that every
aspect of the qugstion has been considered by Mr. Gandhi and those who
want details will get all the information they require from him if they




Satyagraha Expounded

By Gandhi. ,
Madras—18th March 1919.

A huge mass Meeting was held in Madras on this date to offer a
welcome to Mahatma Gandhi and to support his Satyagraha move-
ment. Mr. Kasturiranga Aiyangar presided and after a brief speech
requested Mahatma Gandhi to say a few words. The Mahatma
said a few words in a very low tone sitting in the chairsas he was
seriously suffering from heart complaints and said that Mr. Desai
would read his speech.

The Message, \

Mr. Desai then read the following speechs of Mahatma
Gandhi :—

I regret that owing to heart weakness I am unable to
speak to you personally. You have no doubt attended many
meetings, but these that you have been attending _of late are
different from the others in that at the meetings to which I
have referred some, immediate tangible action, some immediate defi-
nite sacrifice has heen demanded of you for the °purpose of
averiing a serious calamity that has overt#ken us in the shape
of what®are known as the Rowlatt Bills. One of them Bill
No. 1 has undergone material alteration and its forther con-
sideration has been postponed. In spite however of the alter-
ation it is mischievous enough to demand opposition. The
Second Bill has probably at this very moment been finally
passed by the Imperial Legislative Council or rather will be
claimed to have been passed by that Council, for in reality
you can hardly call a Bill having been passed by that august
body when all its non-official members unanimously and in
strong language opposed it. The Bills require to be resisted
not only because they are in themselves bad, but alsa
becanse Government who are responsible for their introduction
have seen fit practically to ignore public opinion and some of
its members have made it a boast that they can so
ignore that opinion. So far it is common cause bet-
ween the different schools of thought in the country.
I have, however after much prayerful considegation, and after
very careful examination of the Government’s standpoint,
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ged myself to gffer Satyagraha against the Bills, and invi-
~ted all men and women who think and feel with me to do
likewise. Some of vur countrymen including those who are
among the best of the leaders, have uttered a ncte of warning
~and even gope so far as to say that this Satyagraba move-
ment is against the best interests of the country, 1 have
~ naturally the highest regard for them and their opinion, ‘I
have worked under some of them, 1 sas a babe when Sir
Dinshaw Wacha and Surendranath Bannerjge were among the
accepted leaders of public opinion in India. Mr. Shastriar is a
litician ‘who had dedicated his all to the country’s cause.
His  sincerity, his probity are all his own. He will yield to no
one. in:the love of the country. There is a sacred and indis-
¢ soluble tie binding me to him. My upbringing draws me to
%‘,‘f”» the signatories of the two Manifestoes. It is not therefore
|  without the greatest grief and much searching of heart that I
E have to place myself in oppesition to their wishes. But there
i

are times when you have to obey a call which is the highest
of all ie., the voice of conscience even though such cbedience
may cost many a bitter tear, nay even more, separation from

from all that you have held, as dear as life itself. For this
obedience *is tiffe Jaw of our being. 1 have no further and
other defence to offer for my conduct. My regard e{or the
signatories to the manifestoes remains undiminished, and my
faith in the efficacy of Satyagraha is so gredt that I feel that
if those who have taken the pledge will be true to it we shall
be able to show to them that they will find when ewe have
come to the end of this struggle that there was no cauvse for
alarm or misgivings. There is, I know, resentment felt even
by some Satyagrahis over the Manifestoes. I would warn Satya-
grahis that such resentment is against the spirit of Satyagraha.
I would personally welcome an honest expression of difference
- of opinion from amy quarter and more so from friends because
I it puts us on our guard. There is too much recrimination,
inuendo and insinuation in our public life and if the Satyagraha
movement purges it of this grave defect, as it ought to, it
will be a very desirable by-product. I wish®further to suggest
. to Satyagrahis that any resentment of the two manifestoes
| would be butea sign of weakness on our part, Every move-
\ ment, and Satyagraha most of all. must depend upon its own
' inherent strength, but not upon the weakness or silence of its

critics. Let ns therefore see wherein lies the strength of
* Satyagraha. As the name implies it is in an insistence on
truth which dymamically expressed means Love; and by the

-
—~

friends, from family, from the state to which you may belong, -

”
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Taw of Love we are required not to returnghatred for hatred,s
wiolence for violence, but to return good for evil. As Shnmatl
Sarojini Devi told you yesterday the strength lies in a defined
recognition of the true religious spirit and action correspond-
ung to it and when once you introduce the religious element
in politics, you revolutionise the whole of your political out-
1o8k. You achieve reform then not by imposing suffering on
those who resist it, but by taking the suffering upon yourselves,
and so in this mowement we hope by the intensity of our
sufferings ‘to affect and alter the Government’s resolution’ not te
withdraw these objectionable Bills, It has however been sug-
gested that the Government will leave the handful of Satya-
grahis severely alone and not make martyrs of them. But there
is here in my humble opinion bad logic and an unwarranted
assumption of fact. If Satyagrahis are left alone, they have won
a complete victory because they will have succeeded in dis-"
u'egn.rdmg the Rowlatt Bills and even other laws of the country,
and in having thus shown that a civil disobedience of a Gov-
ernment is held perfectly harmless by it; I regagd the state-
ment as an unwarranted assumption of fact because it con-
templates the restriction of the movement only to a handful of
men and women. My experience of Satyagraha 1ea.ds me to
‘believe  that it is such a potent force that once set‘in motion
jit ever spreads till at last it becomes a dominant * factor. in
the community in which it is brought into play and if it se
upreads no Government can negleut it. [Either it must yield to
jt or imprison the workers in the movement. But I have no
desire toeargue. As the English proverb sayvs “the proof of
the pudding lies in the eating.” The movement for better or
for worse has been launched. We shall be judged not by our
-words, but solely by our deeds. It is, therefore, not enough
‘that we sign the pledge. Our signing it is but an earnest of
.onr determination to act up to it, and if all who sign the
.pledge act according to it, I make bold to* promise that we
shall bring about withdrawal of the two Bills and neither the
Government nor our critics will hav: a word to say against
s, The cause is great, the remedy is equally great; let us
grove worthy of thém both. :
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Madras—20th March 1919. "
In another meeting held at Madras under the Presidency of Mr.-

i C. Vijayaraghavachariar to send an appeal to the Viceroy to with-

hold his assent to the Rowlatt Bill, the President remarked that he
was there in the place of Mr. Gandhi who was in ill-health, and after
a short speech asked Mr. Desai to read out Mr. Gandhi’s speech

given below.
i Mahatma Gandhi's Messuﬁ&
. Mr. Desai read the following message of Mahatma Gandhi ;—

% Friewps, This afternoon 1 propose to deal with some of the’

objections that have been raised against Satyagraha. After saying
that it was a matter of regret that men iike myself “should have em-
barked on this movement” Sir Wm. Vincent in winding np the
debate on Bill'No. 2 said, “they could only hope that it (the Satya-
graha) would not. materialise. Mr. Gandhi might exercise great.
self-restraint in action, but there would be other young hotheaded’
men who might be led into violence which could not but end in
disaster. Vielding to this threat, however, would be tantafiount to
«complete abolition of the authority of the Governor-General-in-
Council”, If Sir William’s fear as to violence is realised it would'
undoubtedly be a disaster. It is for every Satyagrahi to guard’
against that danger. I entertain no such fear becauseour creed '
requires us to eschew all violence and to resort to truth and self
suffering as the only weapons in our armoury. Indeed the Satya-
graha movement is among other things an invitation to those who-
believe in the non-efficiency of violence for redress of grievan~
ces to join our ranks and honestly to follow our methods. I have
suggested elsewhese that what the Rowlatt Bills are intended to do-

- and what I verily believe they are bound to fail in achieving is exact-

Iy what the Satyagraha movement is preeminently capable of achie--
ving. By demonstrating to the party of violence the infallible:
power of Satyagraha and by giving them ample seope for their in--
exhaustible energy we hope to wean .that party from the suicidali
method of viplence. What can be more potent than an absolute
statement accompanied by corresponding action, ptesented’
in the clearest terms possible that violence is never necessary for
the purpose of securing reforms? Sir William says that the mave-
ment has great potentialities of evil, The Hon. Pandit Madamw
Mohan Malaviga is said to have retorted “and also of good.” I
would venture to improve upon the retort by saying “‘only of good.”

»
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It constitutes an attempt to revolutionize politics and to restore-
moral force to its original station.  After all, the Government do-
not believe in an entire avoidance of violence i.e,, physical force. .
The message of the West which the Government of India I pre--
syme, represent, is succintly put by President Wilson in his speech
delivered to the Peace Conference at the time of introducing the -
League of Nations Covenant. ‘““Armed force is in the background
in this programme,*but it is in the background, and if the moral
force of the world will not suffice, physical force of the world shall.”
We hope to reverse the process, and by our action show that physi--
cal force is nothing compared to the moral force,
and that moral force never fails. Itis my firm belief that this -
'is the fundamental difference between  modern civilisa-
tion and the ancient of which India, fallen though it is, I venture
to claim is a living representative. We, her educated children seem
to have lost faith in this the grandest doctrine of life. If we could’
but restore that faith in the supremacy of moral force, we:
shall have made a priceless contribvtion tq the British
Empire, and we shall, without fail, obtain the reforms we-
desire and to which we may be entitled. " Entertaining such
views it is not difficult for me to answer Sir Yilliam’s second
fear ase to the complete abolition-of the authority of the Gov- -
ernor-General in Council. This movement is tndoubtedly
designed, effectively to prove to the Government that its autho-
rity is finally dependant upon the will of the people and not
upon force of arms, especially when that will is expressed in«
terms of® Satyagraha. To yield to a clear moral force cannot
but enhance the prestige and the dignity of the yielder.

It is to such a movement that every man and woman in:
this great country is invited, but a movement that is intended '
to produce far-reaching results, and which depends, for success -
on the purity and the capacity for self-suffering of those who -
are engaged in it, can only be joined after a searching and’
prayerful self-examination. I may not too often give the warn-
ing I have given at Satyagraha meetings that everyone should
think a thousand ¢imes before coming to it, but having come
to it he must remain in it, cost what it may. A friend came -
to me yesterday, and told me that he did not know that it
meant® all that was explained at a gathering of a few Satya--
grahi friends and wanted to withdraw. I told him that he
cquld certainly do so if he had signed without understanding
the full consequences of the pledge. And I would ask every-
one who did not understand the pledge as it has been ex-
explained at varions meetings to copy ‘this example. It is not:
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| mumbers sc much as quality that we want. Let me therefore
. mote down the qualities required of a Satyagrahi. He must
. follow truth at any cost and in all circumstances. He must
smake a continuous effort to love his opponents. He must be
‘prepared to go through every form of suffering, whether im-
posed upon him by the Government which he is civilly resist-
dng for the time being, or by those wio may differ from him.
‘This movement is thus a process of purification and penance.
~ Believe me that if we go through it in the right spirit all:the
- fears expressed by the Government and some of our friends
will be proved to be groundless and we will not only. see the
Rowlatt Bills withdrawn, but the country will recognise in
Satyagraha a powerful and religious weapon for securing reforms
?nd redress of legitimate grievances. '
Appeal to the Viceroy-
The following resolution was then put from the chair i—
“In view of the unanimous opposition of India to the
Rowlatt Bill and the fact that not a single Indian non-official
‘member voted with the Government for the passing of the
Bill, this public meeting appeals to His Excellency the Viceroy
to withold hiseassent to the Act, or in the alternative. to
reserve the, Act for the signification of His Majesty’s pleasure
sander Section 68 of the Government of India Act.”

* Hartal of 6th April,

Mr. Gandhi’s Instructions,

Satyagraha, as I have endeavoured to explain at several meetings,
4is essentially a religious movement. It is a process of puri-
fication and penance. It seeks to secure reforms of redress of
grievances by self-suffering. I therefore venture to suggest that
~the second Sunday ®after the publication of the Viceregal assent
to Bill No. 2 of 1919 (i.e, 6th April) may be observed as a
day of humiliation and prayer. As there must be an effective pub-
lic demonstration in keeping with the character gf the sbservance, I
beg to advise as follows :
(i) A twenty-four hours’ fast counting from the last meal on
“the preceding ntght should be observed by all adults, unless psevent-
.-ed from so doing by consideration of religion or health, The fast is
not to be regarded in any shape or form, in the nature of a hunger
-strike, or as designed to put any pressure upon the Government.
It is to be regarded, for the Satyagrahis, as the necessary discipling
o0 fit them for citil disobedience, contemplated in their pledge, and
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tor all others, as some slight token of the intensiey of their wounded *
ifeelings. \ ‘ ; j

(i) All work, except soch as may be necessary in the public
‘interest, should be suspended for the day. Markets and other busi-
ness places should be closed. Employees who are required to work
-evep on Sundays may only suspend work after obtaining previous
Jeave. ,
I do not hesitate to recommend these two suggestions for adop-
‘tion by public servantst For though it is unquestionably the right
thing for them not to take part in political discussion and gatherings,
iin my:opinion they have an undoubted right to express upon vital
matters their:feelings in the very limited manner herein suggested.

(iii) Public meetings should be held on that day in all parts
-of India, not excluding villages, at which Resolutions praying for the
withdrawal of the two measures should be passed.

If my advice is deemed worthy of acceptance, the responsibility
will lie in the first instance on the various Satyagraha Associations,
for undertaking the necessary work of organisation, but all other
associations wili, I hope, join hands in making this demonstration,
a success. a
Madras, 23rd March, 1919. M. K GANDHI.

®
\
.
Another Madras Meeting.

3oth March ’19.

On this«day 4 meeting was held at Madras with the Hon. Mr. R.
Aiyangar, the Member of the Imperial Council who took the Satya-
.graha Pledge, in the Chair.

d M. Gandhi’s Message

Mahatma Gandhi could not attend the meeting as he had left
‘for Bezwada that day and Mr. Satyamurti rzad the following
:message from the Mahatma :—

Dear Mr. Rangaswami,—I am sorry that I shall not be with youn
for this evening’s mesting, as I must take the train for Bezwada
in order to keep my ehgagement with our Andhra friends. But
before my departure, I would like to reduce to writing my impres-
sions of the tour through the Southern part of the Presidency,

« which 1 have just completed, and to answer some criticism and
some doubts that have been offered by friends.

P have visited Tanjore, Trichinopoly, Madura, Tuticorin and
Negapatam ; and taking the lowest estimate, the people addressed
mnust have been not less than thirty thousand. Thost who have a

-
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a right to give us warning, to express misgivings and who have jast
‘as great a love of the motherland as we claim to have, have feared’

- that however well-meaning we may be, and however anxious we may
. 'be to avoid violence, the people who may join the movement under

_an enthusiastic impulse may not be able to exercise sufficient self-
control and may break out into violence, resulting in needless Joss
of life, and what is more, injury to the national cause. After
embarking upon the movement, I begaii addressing meetings
at Delhi. I passed then through Lucknow, Allahabad and Bombay
to Madras. My experience of all these meetings shows
that the advent of Satyagraha has already altered the spirit of
those who attend the Satyagraha meetings. In Lucknow, upon an
innocent remark by the Chairman as to the manifesto signed by some
of the members of the Imperial Legislative Council dis--
approving of our movement, the audience cried out
“Shame ! Shame!" I drew their attention to the fact that
Satyagrahis and those who attended Satyagraha -meetings
should not use such expressions and that the speeches at our meet-
ings ought not to be punctuated with either marks of disapproval or of
approval. The audience immediately understood the spirit of my
remarks and never afterwards made any demonstration of their
opinion. _ In the towns of this Presidency, as elsewhere, whilst it is-
true thatfthe large crowds have refrained from any noisy demonstra-
tion out of regard for my health, they have fully understcod the
necessity of refraining from it on the higher geoaud. The Jeaders.
in the movement, have also fully understood the necessity for self-
restraint. These eXperiences of mine fill me with the greatest hope e
for the future. I never had any apprehensions of the®danger our
friends fear ; and the various meetings I have described confirm
my optinism, But I would venture further to state that every
precaution that is humanly possible is being and will be taken to
avert any such danger. It is for that reason that our pledge com--
mits the signatorieg to the breach of those laws that may be selected
for the purpose by a Committee of Satyagrahis (See p. 47); and I am
glad that our Sindh friends have understood their pledge, and obeyed’
the prohibition of tae Hyderabad Commissionerof Police to hold their
inoffensive procession, for it is no part of the,present movement to-
break all the laws of the land the breach of which is not inconsistent
with the pledge. A Satyagrahi is nothing if not instinctively-
alaw-abiding nd it is his law-abiding nature which exects from
him implicit obedience of the highest aw, i.e. the voice of conscience,.
which over-rides all other laws. His civil disobedience even of
certain laws only is only seeming disobedience. Every iaw gives.
the subject ap option either to obey the primary sanction or the
secondary ; and I venture to suggest that the Satyagrahi by inviting
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the secondary sanction obeys the law. He d9es not act like the
.ordinary offender who not only commits a breach of the laws of
the land, whether good or bad, but wishes to avoid the consequences
.of that breach. It will seem therefore that everything that prudence
may dictate has been done to avoid any antoward results.

Some friends have said:‘We understand your breach of the
Rowlatt legislation, but as a Satyagrahi there is nothing for you in
it to break. How can you, however, break the other Jaws which you
have hitherto obeyed, and which may «lso be good ?’  So far as the
good laws are concerned, #.¢., laws which lay down moral principles,
ithe Satyagrahi may not break them, and their breach is not contemplat-
«d under the pledge. But the other laws are neither good nor bad,
m ral orimmoral. They may be useful, or may even be harmful.
These laws one obeys for the supposed good Government of the
«country. Such laws are l]aws framed for purposes of revenue, or political
Jaws creating statutory offences. These laws enable the Government
40 continue its power. When therefore a Government goes wrong
to the extent of hurting the national fibre itself, as does the Rowlatt
Jegislation, it becomes the right of the subject, indeed it is his duty,
to withdraw his obedience to such laws, to the extent it may be re-
«quired, to bend the Government to the national will.

A doubt has been expressed during my tour, and by frjends who
ihave wrilten to me, as to the validity in terms of Satyagraha of the.
entrustment of the selection of the laws for breach to a committee.
For, it is argued that it amounts to a surrender of one’s conscience,
to leave such selection to othérs. ~ Thi§ doubt betrays a misunder-
standing qf the pledge. A signatory to the pledge undertakes so far
as he is concerned to break if necessary all the laws which it would
be lawful for a Satyagrahi to break. It is not however obligatory on
him to break all such laws. He can therefore perfectly conscien~
tiously leave,the selection of the laws to be broken to the judgement
of those who are experts in the matter and who in their turn are
necessarily subject to the limitations imposed by, the pledge. The
worst that can happen to any signatory is that the selection may not
be exhaustive enough for him. 3

I have been told that I am diverting the-attention of the country
_ from the one and *only thing that matters, 27z, the forthcoming
Reforms. In my opinion,the Rowlatt legislation, inspite of the
amendment which, as the Seleci Committee very properly says, does
not affct its principles, blocks the way to progress, and therefore
to the allotment of the substantial reforms. To my mind, the first thing
needful is to secure a frank and full recognition of the principle
~ that public opinion properly expressed shall be respected by the
Government. I am no believer in the doctrine that the same power
<an at the same time trust and distrust, grant liberty and repress it.



ﬂtht'tomﬁtpettbc ~coming reforms by the light that the-
egislation throws upon the::‘ and I mkbe’bold to promise-
we 0 not gather sufficient force to remove from our path:
4 obl’acle in the shape of the Rowlatt legislation, we shall

ﬁnd the Reioms to be a whitened sepuichre.

~ Yet another objection to answer. Some friends have argwed,
“Ym\r Satyagraha movement only accentuates the fzar we have of the
onrush of Bolshevism” The fact, however, is that if anything can
- possibly prevent this calamity descending upon our country, it
is = Satyagraha. Bolshevism is the nmecessary result of
modern materialistic  civilization. Its insensate worship of
_ miatter has given rise to a school which has been brought up to
“look upon material advancement as the goal and which has lost alk
touch with the finer things of life. Self-indulgence is the Bolshevik
_creed. Self-restraint is the Satyagraha creed. If Ican but induce
the nation to accept Satyagraha, if only as a predominant factor in
. life, whether social or political, we need have no fear of the Bolshevik
~  propaganda. In asking the nation to accept Satyagraha, I am ask-
ing for the inttoduction in reality of nothing new. I have Coined a
new word for an ancient !aw that has hitherto mainly governed our
lives and I do prophesy that if we disobey the law of the final
supremacy, of te spirit over matter, of truth and love over brute-
forces, |ﬂjew years' time we shall have Bolshevism ranipant in
 this India which was once so boly.
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_Laws of Civil Disobedience.
The following statement was issued in March last by the Satya—
graha Sabha, Bombay, :—
The Committee contemplated by the Satyagraha Pledge has
advised that for the time being laws regarding prohibited lite-
rature and registration of newspapers may be civilly disobeyed.

With reference to prohibited literature, the Committee has.
selected the following prohibited works for dissemination :

“Hind Swarajya” by M. K. hi.

“Sarvodaya” or Universal Dawn, by M. K. Gandhi (being a:
paraphrase of ““Unto This Last.”)

“The Story of a Satyagrahi™ by M. K. Gandhi (being a
paraphrase of the ‘Defence and Death of Socrates’ by Plato).

“The Life and Address of Mustafa Kamil Pasha.”

(Printed at the Iaternational Printing Press).

In making this selection, the Committee has .beeq guided
for the Jfollowing considerations :—

(1) To cause as little disturbance as possible among the
. Governors and the _governed ;

°  (2) Until Satyagrahis have become seasoned, disciplined and
e capable of handling delicately organised mdvements, to select
such lawse only as can be disobeyed individually ;

(3) To select, as a first step, laws that have evoked popu-
lar gisapproval and that, from the Satyagraha standpoint, are:
the most open to attack ;

(4) To select laws whose civil breach would constitute an
education for the people, showing them a clear way out of the
difficulties that lie in the path of honest mén desiring to do
public work ;

(s) Regardmg prohibited literature, to select such bOOkS'
and pamphlets as are not inconsistent with Satyagraha, and
which’' are therefore, of a clean type and which do not, either’
directly or indirectly, apprbve of or encourage violence.

T How to commit civil disobedience.

Satyagrahis should receive copies of prohibited literature for
disfribution. . A limited number of copies can be had from the
Secretaries of the Satyagraha Sabha. Satyagrahis should, so far
as possible, write their names and addresses as sellers, so that
they may be traced easily when wanted by Government for

-
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rosecution. Naturally, there can be no ¢uestion of secret
sale of this literatire. At the same time there should be no
forwardness either in distributing it.
~It is open to Satyagrahis to form small groups of men
~ and women to whom they may’read this class_of literature.
The object in selecting. prohibited. literature is not merely to
«<commit a civil breach of the law regarding it, but " also *to
supply people with clean' literature of~a high moral value.
. It is expected that the Government will gonfiscate such liter-
ature. Satyagraha is and has to be as independent of finance
. 4s possible. When, therefore, copies are confiscated, Satyagrahis
- are required to make copies of prohibited literature themselves
~or by securing the assistance of willing friends and to make .
wse of it until it is confiscated by giving readings to the people
Hfrom it, It is stated that h readings would amount to
«dissemination of prohibited ature. When whaole copies are
exhausted by dissemination or confiscation Satyagrahis may con-
‘tinue civil disobedience by writing out and distributing extracts
drom accessible books. o,
‘Regarding civil breach of the law. governing the publication
of newspapers, the idea is to publish in every Satyagraha
«centre a written newspaper without registering it. It need not
occupy nfore than one side of half a foolscap. When,such a
newspaper “is edited, it will be found how difficult it is te fill
aip half sheet. It is a well-known fact that tt}e vast majority of ;
newspapers * contain. much padding. Further, it cannot be denied
that a newspaper articles written under the terror of the very
strict newspaper law have a double meaning, A Satyagrahi for
‘whom punishments provided by law have lost all terror, can
give only in an unregistered newspaper his thoughts and opi-
mions unhampered by any other consideration than that of his
own conscience. His newspaper, therefore, if otherwise well
edited, can become a most powerful vebicle for transmitting
puore ideas in a cbncise manner, and there need be no fear of
inability to circulate a hand-written newspaper ; for ‘it will be
the duty of those who may receive the first copies to copy
till at last the process of multiplication is, made to cover, if
{ necessary, the whole of the masses of India. And it must
“ not be forgotten that we have in India the tradition cf impart-
E‘g\ ing instruction"by oral teaching. 5

T



"\ The Delhi Riot

The Satyagrahis of Oelhi under the guidance of Swami Sha-
radananda, popularly known as Mahaima Munshi Ram of Hardwar
Gurukula School, made arrangements to observe Sunday, the 3oth
March, as a day of humiliation and prayer among the citizens of

- Delhi, as a protest against the passing by the Government of India,
against the unanimous voice of all India, of the Rowlatt Bills.

Before the announcement was made some days back Satya-
graha meetings were held at the Congress Park to educate the
public in the matter and to prepare them for the coming action.
‘Local vernacular papers carried the announcement far and wide to
‘every household and even women and children were ready to carry
out the instructions contained therein.  Voluntary workers
went over to every shop in the city and persuaded the shopkeepers
to close their shops. o :

On tie evening of 2gth a meeting was held at the !ongress
Park at which Prof. Inder, son of Mahatma Munshi Ram after
“explaining the programme of the coming day read from the Anglo-
Indian daily of Delhi, the “Morning Post”, a4 passage misrepresent-

®ing the intention of the Satyazraha movemen?, and assured the
audience th&t it was none of their intention to create trouble and
exortéd them to be true and pure Satyagrahis. ¢

The next morning, Sunday 3oth March, as proposed no shops
were opened ,and the few which were opened here and there were
speedily closed at the request of the arganisers, People travelling
in trams were requested to get down and so wege those going on
carriages and motors, All this was complete by g¢-30 A.m and
everything went off quietly for sometime but for the bawling out of
knots of idlers here apd there when a carriage or a tram car was
emptied of its occupants,

After accomplishing their ¢ask in the bazars and streets of Delhi
some of the over-enthusiastic workers proceeded to the railway
station at about half past ten to persuade the station shop-keepers
who however refused to close their shops on the plea that they
were bound by contract to keep their shops open. There was a
JSaraca and some of the p'ates etc. of the sweet vendors were thrown
off when the railway police intervened and took two o®the demons-
trators in custody. Hearing of this more men hurried to the
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" railway station aftl asked for the release of those arrested which
'was refused. It is said that the sergeants and other railway officers

caned them severely. A quarrel ensued resulting in assaults on
both sides. Meanwhile the crowd increased and gradually became
unwieldy for the police. Intimation was sent to the Additional
District Magistrate who arrived at the spot at about 12 with a stnall
military force and machine guns and ordered the crond to
disperse They did not heed. The machine gun was fired first in the
air and then at the crowd killing a few and wounding more who
were at once removed to the neighbouring building. In confusion
the crowd withdrew to the Queen’s Garden and then to the Clock
Tower in Chandni Chowk. Meanwhile more people gathered at
the Clock Tower and they tried to get into the garden to form the
proposed procession. The military who were goarding the Muni-
cipal building in the gardens shot at the crowd with révolvers which
again killed a few more and wounded some. The exact number
of killed and wounded in all is not dzfinitly known but eight bodies
have openly been cremated and more are suspected to have been
removed to-outstations and cremated there by the military.

Munghi Ram arrived at the spot and tried hie best to recon-
the authorities. He explained to the audience ewhat had
and exorted them to have patience and conduct them-
e true Satyagrahis without being eycited At this time*
information was received of the happenings at Chandani Chowk
when the crowd became restless. The Mahatma quieted them, Just©
at that time the military headed by two European officets were seen
marchinq,rwards the crowd. The crowd began to disperse imécon-
fussion when the Mahatma again kept them in control The military
meanwhile arrived and began to surround the crowd when Mahatma
interviewed the officer who wanted them to condact themselves
peacefully which he assured, provided the military were removed
from the scene ¢The officer agreed and and marched off round
the park towards Chandni Chuowk and after patrolling that street for
some time came back again, this time headed by the Chief Commis-
sioner and the District Magistrate, to another place in the park
where the audience had shifted owing to increased numbers which
by this time grew to more than ten thousand. This time there were
no signs of gonfussion in the crowd. The military were agrayed in
order and the officers stood at the edge of the crowd. The Chief
Commissioner called the Mahatma who was standing on a platform
in the middle, and had a talk with him. On being questioned tvhat
this meeting was for, how long it would last and who would be
responsible f6r ‘the orderly conduct of the audience, the Mahatama
ariswered that the meeting was to protest against the passing of
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the Rowlatt Bills, that it would last till 6 ang that he would be *
tesponsible for order provided the military were removed from the
place. He then explained to the audience what the Chief Com-
missioner told him and they in one voice cried out that it was none
of their object to create trouble and that they had not done so and
that they will not do so provided the military or the police did not
intetfere with them on their way. The Chief Commissioner assured
them about the military and after giving instructions to the officers
not to disturb them, marched off. Afier passing a resolution of pro-
test against the Rowltt Bills the meeting terminated at 6 p. M. and
the crowd dispersed.

A portion followed the Mahatma through Chandni Chowk when
on the way a Gurkba fired a shot at the crowd which did not hit
anybody. Then the Mahatma went near the firer and asked why he
shot at the peaceful crowd and in reply the Gurkha threatened to.
shoot him also pointing his rifle at him. He stood firm and offered
himself to be shot. More men pointed their rifles at him when a
European officer rushed into the spot and enquired who fired at the
crowd and let the crowd pass on peaceably. The night passed on
«quietly. Not a man dared to walk out, not a carriage was to be
seen and the police and the military guarded the streets @&nd the
military were posted outside the city throughout the Ciyil es.

.

Delli, 31 March 1919.
4

Next morning people began to clamour for the dead bodies, and
pending receipt of the same refused to upen the shops. Two out of
them were dhanded over in the morning and were taken in posses-
siongto be buried. In the evening five more were givera;and a huge
crowd numbering about ten thousand headed by Mahatma Munshi
Ram followed the bodies to the grave.

A body of a Mahomedan who was killed the previous day was
removed to #n adjacent mosque. The police demanded the body
which was refused. They threatened but to no purpose.

Some of the leading gentlemen of the city went to the Deputy
‘Commissioner on deputation to ask for the dead bodies when, it is
said, the Dy. Com. @ol. Beadon regreted that only innocent men
were killed and not those who deserved to be killed.

In the evening a conference of the citizens was held when a
Commission of private and independent enquiry consisting of Rai
‘Saheb Piyare Lal, Hazi-ul-Mulk Hakim Ajmal Khan, Rai Bahadur
Suktan Singh and others was appointed to record evidence and
report, and a committee of about 16 members was also appointed to
help them to secure evidence. - 4
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Swami Sradhanda’s Statement to the Press.

“On Sunday, March 3oth, every shop and business place was
closed from the morning. Returning from morning service im
the local Arya Samaj Mandir, I patrolled through the city. The
tramcars had ceased plying because none would use them; and
even ‘tongas,’ etc., had stopped and all was quiet with theusahds
of peaceful subjects walking on footpaths, “Freturned to my place
after 12 a, m., intending to go to the meeting eafter four.

“At two o'clock some gentlemen came running from the Railway
Station, saying that as some people asked the station shop to
close a European railway official came and threatened them When
told it was no business of his to interfere he whistled to the
palice, who took two men out of the collected masses in custody.
The masses said that if their men were given up they would go away.
Then the police began to belabour them with a stick. Soldiers
with a machine-gun were arriving when they left to report to me.

“I left immediately for the Railway Station. There ! heard
that the machine-gun had fired indiscriminately and about a dozen
had either been killed or wounded, the bodies being dragged into
the station yard. Those hit included a railway passenger with one
woman. g So they said. 1 saw the Gurkhas coming from the cppo-
site side? The British soldiers were already there. 1 wenr th some
Europeans, of whom one was Mr. Curry, the City Magistrate,
and asked them to tell me the true facts. They treated me with”
indifterence.  Mr. ,Curry actually turning his back upon me. I
told him that I was taking the people away to the meeting ground,
although early, and he ought not to irritate the people tfy making a
display of the military and machine gun.

“he whole crowd, some 3 to 4 thousands, followed me. Avoiding
military cordons we marched through the city. Thousands fol-
lowed and thousands had preceeded us and about 15 thousands
assembled on Cosgress grounds. The number was swelling and
had risen to 25 thousands, and [ was addressing them, exhorting
them to act like Satyagrahis and to control their sorrow and anger,
when intelligence reached that “Gora” soldiers had fired near the
Clock Tower and that another dozen or so *had been pierced with
bullets, Some began to get excited and I again managed to paci-
fy them. But then two British militarv officers on horseback
came on full speed with some Sowers and wanted a talk with me.
I went out and asked the officers the meaning of this. I said
this was a meeting of peaceful citizens and they were exasperat-
ing the people by a show of military aggression. The officer said
he would nof interfere with the peaceful meeting but a brick
bat had just passed him. Neither I nor any other had seen any

» .
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brickbat passing. The officer went away withsthe sowars, saying’
it was not their object to disperse a peaceful meeting.

Machine gun at the door.

“The crowd was becoming huge and after putting up a plat.
form in the middle of the maidan, we removed there The
crowd, some forty thousands, had hardly settled itself, and after
extorting them in the name of Satyagrah, 1 had ccmmenced a
prayer to the Almighty when the same sowars came running again
with a Mahomedan police officer, Mr. Curry and the Chief Com-
missioner., In the meantime a machine-gun motor had rattled
to the door of the meeting maidan. I had to come down the
platform and to go to the Chief Commissioner outside the audi-
ence. The Chief Commissioner asked me what we were going
to do, and how long the meeting would last I answered that
a resolution of protest against the Rowlatt Bills would be passed
to be sent to Mr. Montagu and the meeting would last till 6-30."
He asked me about the speakers and names were given Then
he told me that if 1 gave an assurance that the feelings of the
people would wot bhe stirred and that the crowd would quietly
disperse to their homes he would not interfere with the meeting,
In reply I said T am personally responsible and had bteen,pacifying
those wRose relatives had been shot and wounded but,-]f on our
wav back your military gave trouble again I will not be respon-
sible. The responsibility will rest with you I explained all the
facts and said intelligence came that machine-guns again dis-
charged volleys near the Clock Tower, The Chief Commis-
sioner said in reply that no machine-gun was fired near the Clock
Tower. Isaid in that case I could reassure the people saying that °
no p-ople had been injured near the Clock Tower. The Chief
Commissioner on this quietly said “rifles were fired not machine-
gun.” Then came an inquiry from me, “was anybody injured ?”
The reply was “I do not know and therefore cgnnot say.” Then
the Chief Commissioner told me to give a message of his to the
people to act on the instructions of Mr. Gandhi and create no
disturbance. 1 was all along speaking in a loud voice which
thousands heard. Then I mounted the platform again and asked
the assembled people categorically about what I had been telling
them. They all said that they would never depart from the prin-
ciples of Satyagraha, =~ Whatever nppression they suffered they
would bear with patience., The Chief Commissioner went away,
saying that if the meeting dispersed quietly neither the military
nor the police would interfere with the meeting. Then the reso-
lution to be sent to Mr. Montagu was adopted unagimously.

“I asked the large audience to follow me and to leave quietly
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swhen near their residence. We were walking in order.  When we
were nearing the Clock Tower, the Gurkhas were in the middle
of the road in double file facing both ways, On seeing us they
marched to the right foot board. We thought they had left to
enable us to pass but when we came near them a rifle was fifed into
the crowd. There was a stir and deep tone of resentment but I
asked all to halt and they obeyed. In my Sanyasi dress I wentlip
to the foot path alone and asked the Gurkhas Why they were firing
on innocent and peaceful people. Two rifies were immediately
pointed at me and tney began saying in a very insolent tone “tum ko
chhed denge”.—“We will pierce you.” 1 stood quietly before them
and said “main khara hun goli chalao,” “I am stancding: fire.”” At
once eight or ten more rifles were aimed at my breast and insolent
threats went on. The crowd could contain itself no longer and was
abeut to rush when a wave of my hand and a short appeal stopped
them. But they were saying “let us die and not you, ch let us die”
The rifles had remained pointed at my breast for some three minutes
when a Furopean approached on horse back. Itold him to mark
the scene and the rifles at once went down. In myv presence the
European on horseback asked the only policeman present whether
he had ordered the soldiers to fire. The policeman denied having
ordered firing. I stopped northward and asked the European officer
whether hg heerd the rifle fire ; he impatiently answered that he was

enquiring®about it. I then left with the people following mé&

Then there was a strange sight. A Gurkha came near me,
brandishing his naked khukhri right and left No one being cowed
down he left. Thednachine-gun motor was rattling away encircling
us wi;h_,*e gun constantly pointed at us and with the bgnd of the

¢ wgunners'on it. The crowd was neither cowed down nor impatient.
At Fatehpuri I sent many of them home. Again many followed
till 1 reached my place when all Hindus and Mohammadans took
affectionate leave.

“I have no sense of resentment against the military or Govern-
ment officials, Buk those whose relatives have been murdered or
wounded are inconsolable and in the whole population of Delhi
there is a sense of insecurity and complete distrust in the justice of the

I officers in charge. A helpless people, specially imbued now with
Satyagraha principles, will keep quiet but this shedding of blood
on a bloodless day will not pass unnoticed by the Master of the
Universe. My message to my countrymen is “ Celebrate 6th April
with prayers and humiliation before the throne of the Father Spirit,
but do not be deterred for fear of military force to hold mass
meetings. The resolution against the Rowlatt Bills must go, to
the King-Emperor from every nook and corner of India.”

.
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Mahatma Gandhi on Delhi Tragedy.
ahatma Gandhi was about this time touring in Madras and
South India. He heard and read only scrappy accounts of the
Delhi disturbance in the newspapers while in the train en roufe to
Bombay. On reading Swami Shraddhananda’s statement he wired to
him a message of congratulation and said :—

“In opposing the Rowialt Legislation we ave resisting the spirit
of terrotsm lying bekind it. It is no easy task. We have to give
much more such innoceni blood as Delhi gave. 1t is unnecessary for
Delhi to fast again on next Sunday.”

When the fnll news of the Delhi tragedy reached M. Gandhi
svho was then at Bombay ( April 4 ), he at once issued the
4o‘§pwing letter to the press :

Tt is alleged against the Delhi people assembled at the Delhi Rail-
way Station (1) that some of them were trying to coerce sweetmeat
sellers into closing their stalls ; (2) that some were forcibly preventing
people from plying tramcars and other vehicles ; (3) that gome of them
threw brickbats ; (4) that the whole crowd that marched to thé station
demanded the release of men who were said to be coercers and who
were for that reason arrested at the instance of the railway authori-
dies : (5) that the crowd declined to disperse when the Magistrate
egave orders to disperse. >

I have *read Sanyasi Swami Shradhanandji's accoimt of |
the tragedy. 1 am bound to accept it as true, unless it ig
.authoritatively proved to be otherwise, and his account seems
to me to deny the allegations 1, 2 and 3. But assuming the
4ruth of all allegations it does appear to me that the local
authorities in Delhi have made use of a blackgmith hammer to
crusha fly. On their action, however, in firing on the crowd, I
shall seek another opportunity of saying more. My purpose in
writing this letter is merely to issue a note of warning to all
Satyagrahis. I would, therefore, like to observe that the conduct
described in the allegations 1 t0 4, if true, would be inconsistent
with the Satyagraha pledge. The conduct described in allegation 5
.can be censistent with the pledge. but i the allegation is true, the
«conduct was premature, because the committee, contemplated in
«he pledge, has not decided upon the disobedience of orders that
may be issued by the Magistrate under the Riot Act. Iam anxious
ito make it as clear as I can that in this. movement no pres-
sure can be put upon people who do not wish to accept our

o
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g suggestions and eadvice, the movement being essentially one to
- secure the greatest freedom for all. Satyagrahis cannot forcibly
demand release of those who might be arrested, whether justly .
or unjustly. The essence of the pledge is to invite imprison-
ment and wuntil the committee decides npon the breach of the
Riot Act, it is the duty of Satyagrahis to obey, without making
the slightest ado, Magisterial orders to disperse, etc, and thus
to demonstrate their law-abiding nature. I hope that the next
Sunday (Ap. 6th) at Satyagraha meetings, all'speeches will be free
from passion, anger or resentment. The movement depends for its
success entirely upon perfect self-possession, self-restraint, absolute
adherence to truth and unlimited capacity for self-suffering.
Before closing this letter, I would add that in opposing the
Rowlatt Legislation Satyagrahis are resisting the spirit of terror-
ism which lies behind it and of which it is a most glaring
symptom. The Delhi tragedy imposes an added responsibility
wpon Satyagrahis of stilling their hearts and going on with
their struggle until the Rowlatt Legislation is withdrawn.

Government Account of The
¢ ° Delhi Disturbances. .

On 3rd April the Government of India, Home Department,
issued the following Press Communique. .

As misleading accounts of the disturbances in Delhi on Sunday,
the zoth March, appeared in certain newspapers, tke following
summary of the official report received from the local administration:
is issmed for general information :—

The shops in the city generally were closed on Sunday
morning as a protest against the passing of the Rowlatt Bills.
Those shopkeepers who opened their shops were induced to
close them at an early hour by 10-30 a.m. The crowds
in the streets were making efforts to extend the ZAarral
30 the tonga-drivers and to compel all passengers to walk.
The uswal police precautionary measures had been taken, and'
all the reserves in the police lines and at the various stations
were in readiness. About 1 or 1-30 p.m. a large crowd as-
sembled outside the railway station and some persons entered’
and attempted to prevent the Railway contractor who supplies food'
to the_third class passengers from ecarrying out his duties and:
to make him observe the 4arfal. On the contractor’s refusal, he
was assanlted and the railway police and staff arrested two of
his assailants. Several hundred men of the mob, which had!

¥
-



3rd, 19g19]  GOVERNMENT ACC'OW\TZ' ; 39 °
collected outside, invaded the station with the object of rescuing
the two men who had been arrested. ‘A complete stoppage
of the work of the station was thus threatened. The station
was cleared by the police, assisted by various British soldiers
who, happened to be present on the platform and by a party
of 250 Mainpuris on their way home from Mesopotamia, who
were in a train in the station vard., As, however, the attitude
of the mob outside the station was very threatening and the
station authorities requisitioned help from the Fort, a party of
some 20 to 50 British Infantry were sent from the Fort to the
Station. The Superintendent of Police arrived on the scene
with a few mounted constables at about 2 p.m., and found his |
Foot police under the command of the Assistant Superinten-
dent and a party of 20 to 30 British Infantry surrounded by
a shonting mob on the Queen’s Road in front of the Railway
Station. The mob was so close to the men protecting. the station
tes that one of them attempted to snatch a rifle from a British
%fantry-mm, and was wounded with the bayonet. To relieve
the pressure, the Superintendent of Police charged the crowd
with his mounted men, and drove them into the Queen’s Garden
and down the road to right and left. For somgtimes the
rioters hagd been throwing stones and bricks at the plzﬁce and
soldiers and, among others, the Additional District Magistrate,
the Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent of Police and
the District Traffic Superintendent were struck on their helmets.
e After the police and military had been conttnding with the
mob for nearly a couple of hours, without succeeding indriving
them off, the Additional District Magistrate and the Saperin-
tendent of Police came to the conclusion, about 2/30 p.m., that
further postponement of sterner measures would only lead to
an infinitely greater bloodshed. An order to fire a couple of rounds
was therefore given. Two of the rioters fell. ~The remainder
‘broke and the police and infantry were then able to drive them
back through the (Jueen’s Garden which was cleared in about half
an hour. Pickets were placed up to thz Town Hall, the Mainpuris
already referred to being utilised to line the road round the Queen's
 Garden. The crowd maintained its threatening attitude in the
' Chandni Chowk and the Supérintendent of Police, on riding up,
after hearing a couple of shots from the direction of the Town Hall,
* found about 15 British Infantry and 15 Policemen being heavily
stoned. The mob surged over the railing into the Queen’s Garden.
It #ppeared inevitable that some of the police and infantry would
soon be seriously injured, and as the attacks of the mgb continued
the order to fire on them was given. Two or three rounds per man
avere fired, and three men were seen to fall, but others were probab-
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Iy hit. This end®d the trouble and the rioters dispersed. So far
as has been ascertained, eight men were killed and some 12 or 13

- have been treated for wounds at the Civil Hospital. In spite of the

romours and newspaper reports to the contrary, none of the killed
were boys, and though an armoured car was sent from the Fort, the
machine gun in it was not fired. The squadron of the Cavalry
which had been sent for from the new Cantcnment arrived in the
City after the rioters had dispersed. In the.opinion of the local ad-
ministration the Police and the British Infantry employed to scatter
the rioters behaved with great restraint, and a very sudden and
akward sitvation was tackled with great firmness by the Additional
District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police.

Another Communique issued from the Government
of India dated Simla. Apr. 5, said : There is reason to believe
that misleading accounts of the effect of the Anarchical and’
Revolutionary Crimes Act (commonly known as the Rowlatt
Bills) are being circulated among the more ignorant sections of
the population. Thus in Delhi it is reported that large sect-
ions of the populace believed that the Act empowers any police
officer to arrest, without a warrant, any three Indians whonv
he may’see ‘engaged in a conversation and*to enter and searchr
without a warrent any house. These beliefs sedulously propagated’
by evilly disposed persons and allowed to pass uncontradicted by
others doubtless account largely for the high state of excitement
prevalent among the crowds that came into conflict with the police,
and military at Delhi on the 3oth March with fatal rgsmlts. It is
hardly necessary to state that the Act contains no provisions of the
nature indicated, it confers no powers of arbitrary arrest or search ow
the police, and the only reference it contains to arrest or search is
in Section 34 (1) which authorises the arrest on the written order
of the Local Government of a person where there are reasonable
grounds for believing that he has been or is concerned in certain
serious offences in any area to which Part 3 of the Act has been
extended. The same Section permits the search, under similar
authority, of any place in such area believed to have been used
by such person for any purpose connecled with an anarchical
or revolutionary movement. No part of the Act is as yet in force,
nor can any part be brought into force within any Provincg or area
unless and until the Governor-General in Council is satisfied that
anarchical or revolutionary movements are being promoted in such:
Provinces or areas. : .

o



; Col. Beadon’s action

On April 4th Col. Beadon, the Deputy Commissioner, held am
informal meeting with the leading citizens of the town to discuss
what steps should be taken to prevent a repetition of the unfor-
tunate happenings of the 3oth March. A large number of
gentlemen responded to his invitation, and this included three
members- of the non-official Commission of Enquiry which was
set up by the Citizens to make a searching enquiry of the unhappy
events and 1eport thereon, namely, Khan Bahadur Hakim Ajmal
Khan, Rai Saheb Piarey Lal and Rai Bahadar Sultan Singh,

in opening the proceedings Colonel Beadon said that there
were ramours of another strike on Sunday next and he sought
their co-operation in inducing the people not to strike, and,
further more, if some persons persisted in striking to take such steps
as would prevent ricting He said that he proposed to issue hand-
bills which he asked the gentlemen present to distribute broad-
cast, He read out the text of the hand-bill which w#s imthe verna-
cular. The following is a translation :e=— *

. The Hand-bill. \

“You have all heard of the rioting which took place on Sunday,
the zoth March, with the unfortunate result that" some eight persons.
were kille® and more have been wounded. For this reason I publish
the following : On that day, certain persons had deter.nined to
close their shops as a sign of protest against the Act which had
been passed by the Supreme Government to prevent murderous out-
rages and anarchical crimes and to protect the public from such:
criminals. Those persons who organised this protest concealed the °
fact that, though the Anarchical and Revolutionary Crimes Act had'
been passed by the Imperial Council, it is not actually in force, and'
no part of it can be brought into operation, unless and until the-
Governor General-in-Council publishes a notification declaring that
he is satisfied that any part or parts of India, in which it is to come:
into force, anarchical or revolutionary movements are being promo-
ted an®l certain serious offences connected therewith are prevalent to-
such an extent that special procedure for their repression prescribed’
by, the Act is necessary to ensure pub'ic safety. It should be known
to you that at present the Act is not in force in any part of India,
and it is the hope of the Government that it will neger be necessary
to enforce it. The action of the Government in passing the Act is

O o 40 i {
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%”’merely that of a pmdent house-holder who keeps buckets full of

‘water to put out fire if one takes place, ora Zamindar who sleeps on

. his threshing floor when wheat has been reaped to prevent its being
E(

stolen. Citizens of Delhi have no need to anticipate that the enforce-
ment of the Act will be necessary here. What reason is there then
Aor the excitement which has been aroused thus? The strike was

- foolish and unnecessary. Those who had determired to close their

shops, took the law into their 0wn hands, an@prevented other shop
~keepers by threats from opening their shops. Thé zesult was that

the bazaar was closed, and many people were idle, and a crowd of
_budmashes created a disturbance at the Railway Station, The so-

' «called Passive Resistance turned at once into active rioting, which

‘o reply.

T —

s}

the Sircar cannot allow. Those who created the strike are entirely
20 blame for creating a situation which they could not control. Be
warned by this notice not to be deceived by persons who wish to
~compel you to close your shops. If you close your shops, you i urt
yourselves, you may hurt innocent victims, but you do not hurt the
Sirkar. If any one forces you to close your shops, get their names
recorded at the nearest Thana. The Sirkar cannot help youn unless
you help the Sirkar in this way. Now that the city is quiet again, do
not agitate yourself, and cause more trouble to your relatives and
fellow citjzens. The Sirkar, as you know, has no wish to see riots or
to have te use force to repress riots. I want you all to realise how
much we, the Government servants, deplore that men should have
been killed and wounded. I am therefore asking the Raises of
Delhi to raise subscriptions for the wounded and their dependents.”

After this notice®was read, Col. Beadon asked the meeting if they
would propose any other measure. 3

Dr Shroff said, so far as he had learnt, there would be no strike
on Sunday next. He had obtained this information from the Satya-
graha Camp. Asked if the strike occurred the Satyagrahis would be
able to stop it or prevent rioting, he replied he was not in a position

.

Rai Babadur Sultan Sfngh said the Satyagraha Executive
‘Committee had decided that there should be no second strike on
‘Sunday 6th April as all realised that only evil and no goed could
.come out of it. They however proposed to héld a publie meeting
‘that evening, and he desired to know if they would be allowed to do
50 in the Queen’s Garden or in the grounds near the Fort.

Col. Beadon said that this matter was beside the object of the
meeting, and a proper application should be made for the purpose.
He asked in if any one would come forward to help preventing
riots in case they occurred, but no reply was forthcoming. The
members however said they would appoint a Sub Committee to
collect funds for the wounded, The meeting then dispersed.

L aikelegd
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ety Réply to Col. Beadon.

Tn reply to t Befidon Handbill the following counterblast was
jssted by Mr.J&¢# A. Desai, Secretary, Satyagraha Sabha, Delhi,.
and ressed to the redoubtable Colonel :—

. Drar Six,—After carefully reading the notice read out to-
the assembly convened by you in the Town Hall on the 4th
of April 1019 and subsequently issued presumably under your
orders to the public of Delhi, the Executive Committee of the-
Satyagraha Sabha Delhi feels constrained in the public interest
to rep# to certain ectiong, against the said Sabha contained’
in the n?x.nf.’re to above, in order to remove the mis-
understandihg that it is ‘likely to creatg and to *counteract the
attempts that are being assidously made in certain quarters to-
screen the mistakes of certain subordinate Govt. officers in connec-
tion with+the recent unfortunate incidents and to point: out their
responsibjlity on unoffending public workers. MBS

(1) The assertion contained in your notice that the persons-
who advised to give expression to public indignation concealed
from the public the fact that the” Act No. 11 of 1919
would@ be applicable in special circumstances and only after a
notificatiom by the Governor-General-in-Council to~ that effect.
It is submitted that the workers of the Satyagraha Sabha had’
explained to the public all the aspects of the act sought to be
repealed in three meetings held before the Sunday demonstra-
tion, They had at the same time placed fore the publie
in the said meetings the contentions and arguments advanced by
the Non-Official members of the Imperial Legislative Council
against the passing of the said Act. It appears to the Com- -
mittee that the notice issued under your signatures was pre-
pared without carefully reading the speeches delivered by all
the Non-official members of the Imperial Legislative Council
. and without obtaining a cCorrect report of the speeches made
at theemeetings held under the auspices of the Satyamraha.
sabha on the 24th, 27th and z¢th March 1919. The Comgittee
does not believe that the report of the said speeches did not
reAch you. All that it submits is that a very incorrect and
distorted account,of them was supplied to youn jwhich ledy oun
to arrive at incorrect conmclusions and held the citizens of Delhi
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and their leader, @especially the members of* the Satyagraha -
Sabha, responsible for the unfortunate incidents of Sunday
3°th March. ; ; - 1 A.’. .‘ - el :
.. (2) 1In your notice you. also me_nﬁon that,'tﬁ'r, Rowlatt Aet
is not applicable to Delhi and it is hoped that thereywill be
mo ‘occasion ‘to apply it to Delhi. Consequently in your opirion.
the closing of the shops was foolish and*sill‘y depisf:?{l:‘e

- S

F
A

a
object to the ~principle underlying the ' Act. ™he Agt alSo
presupposes that the whole of the country ' is rife with*anarchi-
cal societies, necessitating the use of such stringent gnd hdrsh
laws. We respectfully but firmly submit that considering the
_umnimpeachable  attitude- of the country as a whole in the past,
suspicions” of this nature copstitute an insult to its population:
It is the feeling” of this insult and indignation which is sought
to be expressed in the meetings, speeches, -and demo tions
from one end of the country to the ote&r,‘h it "may be
brought home to the Government that the peoplé @nnot bear
the breach of the principles of-justice invol¥ed in the passage
of the Rowlatt Act. To designate the purely constitutiona

efforts of the people as “futile and silly” is not only an insult
of the people ®f this Country but it is an insult offered to the funda-

mental ‘principles on which rests the entire structure of th& British
Empire and of which our rulers are justly proud.

(3) The third misstatement which we fe€l owr duty to con-
tradict is that threats were used to force people to close #their
shops. It is impossible to conceive that a handful, of mea
however influential would have succeeded in organising such a
large demonstration if the people themselves had not willingly
co-operated with them in the task. You must be aware of
the failure that attended the efforts made by the leading citi-
zens of Delhi "and the members of the Satyagraha Sabha to
prevent people frdm closing their shops on the 3ist  March,
1919. It is not intended to deny that some people might
have expressed over-enthusiasm in their efforts to induce the public
to close their shops which in a case or two might have resulted
in unpleasantness. But it is absolutely *unjustifiable and in-
correct to represent it as forcing people to close their shops.
In this connection we may be permitted to point out ,that it
is against the fundamental principles of the Satyagraha Sabha
and that the sabha cannot possibly violate its basic principles.

(4) The fourth statement in your notice is that the people

wvho assembled at the station and were finallywithout any cause
fired at were ordinary badmashes and rioters. You also assert

feel it our duty to make it clear that - i
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‘that no btys »wa Iu%:d or wounded negr the station or®
Cloc‘dﬂwr;. i permitted * to say that it is incorrect
lnd.mgamst fu:ts We -feel confident that if the Government

appoints an impartial Committee to investigate and inquire into
the whole unfortunate affair it shall bear out our statement and it
would be seen how .many boys were kxlled or wounded by the
firing of the police and militdry.

5) The. fifth l‘jrect statement in your notice is that the
pegsons. who ested the closing of the shops are responsible
for all «thess velopmentq We do not know on what argu-
ments” and facts the Government relies for this statement, but
we beg ’Q draw your attention to the fact that while the Govern-
ment (according to its own statement) failed to restore order
even after the free use of rifics and bayonets at the railway
station - where not more than five thousand are sajd to have
been present, a few members of the Satyagraha sabha succeeded)
‘ m conthUm and peaeefully dispersing am auadience estimated

2o ooo@ 5,080 people on the 3cth of March in the People’s
park in splte of the provocation which the display of bare swords
and bayonets, rifles and machine guns naturally causes. Can
any man after seeing this attitude of the Satyagrahis rightly
hold them responsible for the bloodshed on the 30th: of March?
Without ,the least intention of delivering a hasty ]udgment we
respectfully submit that the responsibility of all this affairlies on
the Government officials who, even if it be conceeded that a few
mischievous urchin§ flung a few stones at the police, replyed
to the stones of boys by rifles, bullets, and «&he bayonets of the
police- and, military. Officials who were panic stricken by the
ordinary noise and clamour natural on such occasions irresponsibly
made innocent people the target of rifles and thought it necessary
to contradict by facts and argument the allegations made by us,
But if Government considers that no blame®™attaches to them
in this matter it should establish its innocence in order to remove
the possibility of all future misunderstanding.  *

(6) As regards your advice to the people not to close their
shops and .to report the name of persons who might compel
them to 'do. so to the nearest police station, we beg to point
out that the Execulive Committee of the Satyagraha Sabha
has already decided that in view of the fact that they bave already
done s on the 3oth of March that no such demonstration
should be held on the 6th of April. Even Mahatma Gandhi
has sent a notice to that effect which is binding oun every Satyagrahi.
But if your advice implies that it is illegal to persuade or induce
any shop-k'eper to clese his shop we must cmphgtxcally protest
against this unjust interference with the legitimate rights of the
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®people, After thig rebuking and expression of displeasure you
have been pleased to announce your intention of requesting the
leading citizens of Delhi to raise funds for the help of the wounded
and families of the killed. It is very kind of you to express such
care and solicitude for the welfare of the people and we thank
you' for the humanitarian motives which prompted that decision.
Need we point out that the citizens of Delhi have alreddy
started a fund for the relief of the wounded and sufferers and
a memorial of those killed and it is hoped that the citizens
shall give pracical proof of their sympathy and sacrifice. It is
therefore superfluous to appeal to the Raises of Deihi when
the general public has already taken up the work as a duty they
owed to God.

In conclusion we may be permitted to say that our con-
science is clear, our convictions are unshaken, we stand on
the path of truth. Whatever we are doing we consider it our
duty and in future whatever we shall do we shail be guided
by the best interests of our people and our country. We are
neither seditionists nor disturbers of peace. We are neither
conspirators nor rebels. Our crime, if crime it can be called,
is that we do not permit any interference with our legitimate
rights and cgnsider it the duty of every self-respecting man to
be prepafed ;;or every kind of sacrifice for the defence,of Right
and Justice. In the end we pray to God that he may grant wisdom
to our rulers and help us in our righteous cause,

o



Delhi after 30th March.

31st March saw Delhi en masse in mourning’. Funeral proces-
sions, carrying biers of those fallen on the preceding day, attended
by tens of thousands in hushed agony of mourning, marched to the
graveyards and cremation grounds of Muslims and Hindus res-
pectively with a solemnity never to be forgotton, It was not until
after much praying and soliciting and mainly through the
kindness of Mr. Barron, the Chief Commissioner, that the dead
bodies were recovered. The military, however, were not unmindful
of their duty of “ keeping peace and order " and rattled with their
machine guns in the rear of the processions. Thus passed the 31st
of March with mourning on one side and righteous exultation on
the other.

Next morning the local leaders went round the Bazars and ex-
horted people to resume business ; after much pursuasion shops
were opened but soon closed on the appearance of the military near
the Clock-Tower. Rumour ran afoot that there will be another
firing. The popular leaders who had ever since been untiring in
their efforts to pacify the crowd and dispel false fears, both on the
part of the Police and the people, requested the authorities not to
exasperate the despairing people by a show of the Military, and
pointed out how they had detected several spies and hire-
lings haranging the crowd with a view to further exeitement. The
military ‘was then withdrawn and for the next two days basiness ran
as usual,

Then came the April 4th meeting under Colonel Beadon, a man
disliked by the people of Delhi as being golely responsible for
much of tbeir suffering and travail. This was the man who, it was
said, systematically misrepresented, slighted and insulted the popular
leaders, not excepting the most revered and influential residents,
callously scotched popular feeling, paraded before all the might of
the Sirkar and the Police, and kept Delhi under the heels of the
military. His was the percussion which constantly kept on popular
feeling bursting im little explosions. On his approach shops closed,
on his sight people fled. The popular feeling was that under
his ample powers flourished all the infamous breed of C. 1. D.
underlings and spies, ever widening the gulf between the authorities
and the people. Onathe same day (4th April) about 30,000 Hindus
and Mahomedans assembled in the Jumma Musjid to pray for
peace to the souls of the beloved innocents who fell a martyr on
the 3oth March last. The Machine gun and armed military were in
front making aggressive demonstrations regardless of the solemnity
of, the occasion, Hindus and Mahomedans joined hands and
prayed and mourned together. The blood of the Martyrs at last
cemented their hearts after all these years of digillusionment as
to their fundamental antagonism.
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The All-India Hartal
Sunday, 6th April, 1919. .

b
Then came the Great Hartal of April 6th, set in motion by
Mahatma Gandhi, and memorable in the history of Indian Nation-
hood as the day of political purification of a people long suffering
from the sins of their fathers. From Simla to Cape Comorin, from
Calcutta to Bombay, in the capita! cities and in the mofussil
towns, people in a body suspended their daily avocations, passing it
in fasting and bathing, in pujas and prayers, and organising
meetings to deplore the sad predicament of the country with black
clouds, like the Rowlatt Act, threatening and thickening on all sides.
Prayerful protest meetings were held everywhere, attended by
thousands in the mofussil and by hundreds of thousands in the big
cities, imploring His Majesty not to allow the Black Act to sully the
fair name of a peaceful country and its people. If Authority bhad
in their moment of triumph in the last War forgot themselves so
far as to disrefard the prayers of a law-abiding, dutiful, peaceful
nation—one-fifth of the whole race of mankind—who had done their
utmost and had heen ¢ bled white ” in the cause of the allies in the
late World War, the insult at least of passing a législative measure n .
the manner in which the Black Act was passed, was too great to
go by without protest. Good or bad, people had their legders, good
or bad, they had their views, and the spectacle of a modern Govern-
ment passing a repressive measure at a time of peace and
expectant prospect of all-round reorganisation, recalled the memory
of all that had led to the recent world-conflagration, and stiffened
the resolve of all right mento see an end of Junckerdom. All
sections of the people, even so non-political # communities as
Marwaris and Parsis, rich and poor alike, observed the day ina
manner which falsified all chauvinistic apprehensions of an old world
Government and its adherents that all mass meetings of the people
on political matters are bound to create trouble. This was a day of
National humiliation, and wherever there was the least interference
of that self-conscious body of men called the Indian Police, there
was the least disturbance. In fact, the movement itself sprang
so spontaneously from the heart of the masses and so little
depended on the agitation of the usual political engineers that
there was nothing left to the authorities but merely to look on, just
as they do on csuch occasions as the Mohurrum and Durga Paja,
National Protest day thus came to acquire a religious meaning,
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Delhi.

Inspite of the manifesto issued by the Satyagraha sabha urging
the citizens not to observe another Hartal, all shops were closed on
this day and all business was stopped. In order that idle people
mdy not get out of control the leaders then organised various
meetings to keep the people occupied. In the morning several
thousands assembled at the Fatehpuri Mosque to pray for the dead.
At noon a huge meeting of over 25,000 people was held in the
Edward Park and there were lectures on Satyagraha and Swadeshi,
and people were exhorted to be true Satyagrahis, to restrain thems-
selves even under the most trying situations and not to fee! any
resentment. In the e¢vening a monster Satyagraha meeting, un-
precedented in the annals of Indian political life, attended by over
a lakh was held under the presidentship of Dr. Ansari in the
compound of his house. A large number went back disappointed
for want of accommodation. The road from Daryaganj to Jumma
Mosque, about half a mile, was one solid mass of humanity,
Speeches were delivered from eight different platforms. The
doctrines of Satyagraha were fully explained and the audience was
exhorted to follow them scrupulously and obey the orders of
Mahatma Gandhi. The Resolution condemning theeBlagk Act and
urging the Secretary of State to disallow it was reaffirmed. The
people’s behaviour throughout the day was exemplary; not one
unpleasant incident was recorded, establishing beyond doubt that
the attitude of the authorities on 3oth March was due to nervousness,
to their incapacity, and want of tact. A telegtam from Mahatma
Gandhi erfquiring if relief was needed for the sufferers and wounded
was read. Towards the close a donation of Rupees one lakh from
Seth Raghunath for a memorial hall for the martyrs was announced
by Swami Shradhanand.

Calcutta.

The hartal was observed in Calcutta in a scale hitherto un-
parallelled. The genuine enthusiasm that pervaded not only
the upper ten but al%o and more directly the masses to express
their united protest against ‘the Rowlatt Bills was a clear indication
of a sensitive National feeling gradually lifting its head among
the people. There was very little of propaganda, save the usual
notice in the newspapers, and very little of persuasion for observing
the day of mourning, and still all the shops, markets, Bazars and
places of business from one end of the town to the other were
closed spontanecusly. Rven the drivers of carts &nd carriages in
a body observed the hartal. People were “seen forming Sankirtan
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parties and hurrying towards the river for the customary bath
on holy occasions.

In the afternoon thousands of people headed by the Nationa-
list leaders marched in procession from the different quarters to
the Maidan, singing National songs of sorrow and humiliation
with occasional outbursts of “Bande Mataram.” The processions
met at the foot of the Monument. By 5 #*m. the maidan was
a vast sea of human heads; the number might have been any-
thing between one and two hundred thousand. At 5. 30 p. M. the
meeting began. One platform for this vast audience was impossi-
ble, and a dozen new ones were improvised. There were all
classes of people, except the aristrocracy, titled gentry and the
place hunter Moderates, It wasa mass meeting in the true sense
of the term. There were tens of thousands of Mahomedans, and
Marwaris along with the Bengali Hindus. Mr. B. Chakraverty,
the Nationalist Leader of Bengal, was voted to the chair. In his
address he drew the attention of the audience to the famous
Queen’s (Victoria) Proclamation : “we hold ourselves bound to
the Natives by the same obligation of duty which bind us toall
our other fellow subjects” and to the Coronation announcement
of King George V assuring Indians ‘‘of the maintenance of your
rights and, your privileges”, and pointed out that the Goyernment
of India Act 1915 S. 635 gave statutory sanction to our rights
and liberties. There it was provided that the Governor-General
in Legislative. Council had not the power to make any law affec-
ting any part of the unwritten laws of the British Constitution
whereon may depend in any degree the allegiance of any person
to the Crown, He explained how the fundamental rights of
Indians as British Subjects were being violated by the Govt, since
1907, the beginning of a long and tortuous era of repression,
and reminded the audience Mr. Gandhi’s injunction of non-vio-
lence in speech and action which must underlie their uncompro-
mising protest (o the recent Rowlatt Act. He ended by saying :
—“My countrymen of the land of Dhruba, Prahalad and Kabir,
Iam addressing you on this occasion without passion, without
resentment, without anger, and in perfect self-composuie, My
message to you to-day is this : “Seek ye the tighteousness of God
and all else will be added unto thee.”

“Bear any abuse, any insult, any violence, any suffering even
unto death without hatred, without resentment as brave men, as
martyrs, determined to maintain the truth at any cost. Remem-
ber you are resisting the spirit of terrorism by soul-force and
by the grace of God victory will be yours.”

A resolution was thereupon passed beseeching His Majesty
to withhold his assent from the Act.
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The meeting then ended and the people ®ispersed with the
Kirtan parties. So far nothing unseemly occurred anywhere with
this huge concourse of people. The ubiquitous and interfering
Police was nowhere much in evidence and this made it possible
for such a vast meeting to pass off peacefully. In the evening
however an incident occurred which but for the Satyagraha
spirit of the people might have produced great unpleasantness.
One of the Kirtan parties while passing opposite the Bristol Hotel
received a shower of missiles thrown from the upper stories of the
Hotel. There were Sahibs, it is said, mocking and jeering at the
crowd below. There was a stir and for a time it seemed that
Satyagraha was under a test. At this time Moulvi Akram Khan,
Editor of the “ Mahammadi ”, and several other gentlemen exhorted
them to remember Gandhi and their Satyagraha, to behave like
Satyagrahis and begin to learn to pocket this insult calmly which
was a prelude to many more which a satyagrahi must expect, and
prove themselves true to their creed by passing this test. The people
thus pacified then moved on.

The Bristol hotel incident clearly showed thHe mentality of a
section of the Anglo Indians. After abusing the crowd from the
upper stories and throwing dirty water and wine bottles at them,
they excited the crowd to rowdyism and at once telephoned the
police and military for help and in holy horror put out the lights.
On the part of the excited crowd, however, a few stones were thrown
which broke the arc lamp, exemplifying satyagraha in practice,
. but this was promptly stopped. Even thug are Indian mobs
tempted to excess !

A special feature of the demonstration was an all-day fast and
worship of several thousand Hindus at the Kalighat temple, with the
usual ceremonial of Puja, Chandipath, Hom and animal sacrifice.

Bombay.

Since 6th April daybreak nearly all shops and all transports
except railways, tramways and some buliock carts stopped working.
Huge crowds assembled from the early hours totalling about a lakh
who had their bath in Chowpaty and joined a mass meeting on the
sands convened to prétest against the Rowlatt Act. It was attended
by all leaders of the movement including Mr. Gandhi, Mr.
Horniman, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu and many others. Mr. Jamnadas
Dwarakadas was the first to address the meeting and speaking on
behalf of Mr. Gandhi pointed out that it was Mr. Gandhi’s injunc-
tion that Swadeshi and this Satyagraha movement against Rowlatt
Act should not be mixad up. Referring to the late Delhi tragady
Mr, Gandhi said : We have two authoritative versions of the episode.
One was Swami Shraddanandji’s, stating the people’s version, the
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otheér was of Governthent justifying the action of the local authorities.
The two did not tally, they differed as to some main particulars. An
impartial observer will regard both as spurious statements. I beg of
the popular party to assume for purposes of criticism the truth of
the official narrative but there are remarkable gaps in it amounting to
the evasion of charges made against local authorities by Sanyasi
Shraddanandji. His statement was first in the field and he was on the
scene immediately after the shooting incident near the railway
station. If the Government had sought co-operation of the natural
leaders to regulate the crowd there would not have been any need
to display or use the military force. Even if the official version was
correct there was no justification to fire on the innocent people.
The people were entirely unarmed ant at the worst, what would
they have done ? In any other place but India the police would
have been deemed sufficient to meet an emergency of the Delhi
type armed with nothing more than batons, He then relatea how in
1897 at Durban a mob of 6000 Europeans bent upon lynching an
innocent victim, threatened destruction of property worth £20,000
including the lives of nearly twenty men, women and children and
how a dozen police, though they would have been justified in calling
militarv aid, contended with the crowd themselves and succeeded in
peacefully dispersing it. The Delhi crowd had not any intention of
hurting amybody. It thrcatened to do nothing, except as atleged it
refused to disperse. The authorities could have peacefully regulat=d
the crowd ; instead they have followed the cuswomary practice of
calling the military on slightest pretext. He did not want to labour
the point. It was ®tnough the crowd hurt nobody and were
neither overawed nor infuriated. It was a remarkable incfdent that
people were sufficiently firm and sell-possessed to hold a mass
meeting of 40,000 after the shooting incidents and it covered the
Delhi people with glory. He has always empbasised that people
who took part in the struggle against the Rowlatt Act will te self-
possessed and peaceful, but he has never said that people will not
have to suffer. Mr. Gandhi further said that to the Satyagrahis
such suffering must be welcome. The sterner they were the better.
They had undertaken to suffer unto death. Sanyasi Shraddanandji
has wired saying that 4 Mahomedans and 5 Hindus had so far died
and that about 20 people were missing and 13 persons were in
hospital being badiy wounded. For Satyagrahis it was not a
bad beginning. No country had ever risen, no nation has ever
been made without sacrifice and we weie trying an experiment of
building up ourselves by self-sacrifice without resorting to violence in
any shape or form. That was Satyagraha. From Satyagraha stanti-
point the people’s case in Delhi was week in that the crowd refused
to disperse when asked to do so and demanded the release of the
two arrested men. Both acts were wrong. It was arrest and im-

% :
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prisonment they sought for by resorting to civil 8isobedience. In
this movement it was open to Satyagrahis to disobey only those laws
which are selected by the Committee contemplated in the pledge.
Before being able to offer effective civil disobedience, we must
acquire habits of discipline, self-control and qualities of leadership-
and obedience. Tlill these qualities were developed and till the
spirit of Satyagrahis has permeated large bodies of men and women,
Mr. Gandhi said, he had advised that only such laws as can be
individually disobeyed should be selected for disobedience as while
disobeying certain selected laws it was incumbent on the people to-
show their law-abiding character by respecting all other laws.

Then two resolutions were passed one expressing sympathy with
the people of Delhi and the other praying the Secretary of State to
advise His Majesty to exercise the right of veto regarding the Rowlatt
Acts, and to withdraw the Rowlatt Bill. While the meeting was
proceeding a pumber of Mahomedans came in prossession and
joined. After Mr. Gandhi's message was delivered a procession
was formed in which all communities participated, and proceeded
to Madhav Bag to offer prayers, after which the crowd dispersed.
For the first time to-day, no distinction was made to allow Maho-
medans and Parsis along with Hindus entrance within the precincts
of Madhav Bag which is exclusively meant tor Hindus. * o

Sale of Proscribed Literature at Bombay.

Next day the Satya'graha Committee advised that for the time
«being laws regarding prohibited literature and the registration of
newspapers qmay be civilly disobeyed. Accordingly a number
of copies of the Hind Swarajva, the Sarvodaya or Universal
Dawn, the Story of a Salyagrahkt, all by Mahatma Gandhi, and the
life and address of Musiafa Kamel Pasha were publicly offered
for sale. The hawkers were all prominent Satyagrahis among whom
were Mahatma Gandhi himself, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Mr. Sobani,
Mr. Lakbimdas Tairsee and others. All the books sold contained
the signatures of the bawkers. A number of unregistered newspapers
mostly resembling the ordinary posters and leaflets, both in print
and Gujaratti  handwriting, were also sold. Mr. Jamnadas

. Dwarkadas sold copie$ near the Stock Exchange and many copies
, were bought at a fancy price, people paying Rs. 10 to Rs. 100
";‘or the lgaflets.

* .\ Mabhatma Gandhi and the Secretaries of the Satyagraha Sabha
istued a long notice in this connection to the effect that Satyagrahis
shold receive copies of prohibited literatures for distribution.
A limited number of copies can be had from the Secretaries of
the Satyagraha Sabha. Satyagrahis should,. so far as possible,
write their names and addresses as sellers, so that they may be
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traced easily whefl wanted by the Government for prosecution.
Naturally there can be no question of a secret sale of this literature.
At the same time there should be no fogwardness either in dis-
tributing it. It is open to Satyagrahis to form small groups of
men and women to whom they may read this class of literature.
The object in selecting prohibited literature is not rmerely to commit
a civil breach of the law regarding it, but itis also to supply
people with a clear literature of a high moral vitue. It is expected
that the Government will confiscate such, Satyagrahis have to be
as independent of finance as possible, When, therefore, copies
are confiscated, Satyagrahis are requested to make copies of the
prohibited literature themselves or by securing the assistance
of willing friends and to make use of it until it is confiscated by
giving readings to the people from it. It is stated that such read-
ings would amount to the dissemination of prohibited literature.
When whole copies are exhausted by dissemination or confiscation,
Sgtyagrahis may continue the civil disobedience by writing oat and
distributing extracts from the accessible books.

Publication of Satyagraha Newspapers.

Begarding the civil breach of the Jaw governing the publicatinn
of newspfapers, the idea is to publish in every Satyagriha centre
a written newspaper without registering it. It need not occupy
more than one side of half a foolscap. When such a newspaper is
edited it will be foynd how difficult it is to fill up half a sheet. Itis
a well known fact that a vast majority of newspapers contain
much padding. Further, it cannot be denied that newspaper
articles written under the terror of the very strict newspaper law
have a double meaning. A Satvagrahi, for whom the punishments
provided by law have lost all the terror, can give only in an
unregistered newspaper his thoughts and opinions, unhampered
by any other consideration than that of his own conscience. His
newspaper, therefore, if otherwise well edited, can become a
most powerful vehicle for transmitting pure ideas in a concise
manner, and there need be no fear of inability to circulate a hand-
written newspaper, for it will be the daty of those who may receive
the first copies to recopy till atlast the process of our multiplication
. is made to cover, if necessary, the whole of India, and it must
not be forgotten that we have in India the tradition of ithparting
ipstruction by oral teaching.

The unregistered newspaper, the Satyagraki, which Mahatma
Gandhi as the editor, issued on the 6th in defiance of the, Indian
Press Act, Wwas a small sheet of paper sold for one pice. It
said. “The editor is liable at any moment to be arrested,

3 A
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and it is impossible  to ensure the continuity of Publication until
India is in a happy position of supplying editors enough to take
the place of those who are arrested. It is not our intention to break
for all time the laws governing the publication of newspapers. This
paper will, therefore, exist so long only as the Rowlatt Legislation
is not withdrawn,’’

In this connection M. Gandhi issued the follow-

ing instructions.
Mahatma Gandhi's Instruction to Satyagrahis.

““We are now in a position to expect to be arrested at any
moment. It is, therefore, necessary to bear in mind that if any one
is arrested, he should, without causing any difficulty, allow himself
to be arrested, and, if summoned to appear before a Court, he
shouid do so. No defence should be offered and no pleaders
engaged in the matter. If a fine is imposed with the alternative of
imprisonment, the imprisonment should be accepted. If only fine
is imposed, it ought not to be paid; but his property, if he bas any,
should be allowed to be sold. There should be no demonstration
of grief or otherwise made by the remaining Satyagrais by reason
of the arrest and imprisonment of their comrade. It can not be too
often repeated that we court imprisonment, and we may not
complain of it when we actually receive it. When once imprisoned,
At is our duty to conform to all prison regulations,,2s prison reform
is no part of jour campaign at the present moment. A Satyagrahi
may not resort ta surreptitious practices. All that the Satyagrahis
do can only and must be done openly.”

Madras—6th April.

Madras celebrated the Satyagraha day as peacefully as Bombay.
From early in the morning thousands of people were seen on the
beach taking a sea bath. They observed a 24 hours fast. All
Indian shops, bazars, and business activities were closed, Innumer-
able Bhajan parties singing National songs and carrying the Satya-
graha Banner and praying the lord for the repeal of the Rowlatt Act
avere parading the streets in sorrowful humility. 1In the afternoon
a huge mass meeting was held in the Triplicane Beach where more

®than a hundred thousand men congregated around a dozen plat-
forms to hear the Satyagrahis. Messages from Mahatma Gandhi
and Dr, Subramaniya were read. - An air of religious solemnity was
about the demonstration which could not but reach and convert the
heart even of those who wszre anti-Satyagrahis. THRere were not
the parading exhibitions of resentment, the beating of breasts and
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ory of hai, hai, afat Lahore. A sense of spiritual resignation per-
vaded the assembly, and perhaps also the authorities, who mavnaged
to forbear from a show of the police and from letting loose the
military.

Mr. Kusturiranga Aiyangar was in the chair and the Hon.
Mr. Narasimham Aiyer read the message from M. Gandhi.

2

Mahatma Gandhi's Message.

“I do hope that the Presidency that produced beautiful Valliam-
ma, Nagappan, Narayanasami and so many others of your Presi-
dency with whom I was privileged to work in South Africa will not
quail in the presence of sacrifice demanded of #us all. I am con-
vinced that reforms will be of no avail, unless our would-be part-
ners respect us. And we know that they only respect those who
are capable of sacrificing for ideals as themselves. See how un-
stintingly they poured out treasure and blood during the war., Ours
is a nobler cause and our means infinitely superior, in that we re-
frain from shedding blood other than our own”,

Mr, ‘I. M. Krishnaswamy Aiyer then read out the Ven'ble
Dr. Subsamaniam’s message in which he expounded the true princi-
ples of Saiyagraha and urged that “the right way to carty out the
pledge is to w:// day after day, as forcibly as (one) can, that the
autocracy now so much in evidence in the land and the exploitation
to which it is expo.sed. should cease ; the present servile state of th
country is not an accident but the necessary consequence of cur
past collective Karma. It is no other than the punishdhent inflicted
by Providence through the instrumentality of that Autocracy. None
who takes this rightful view of the matter ought to sit still, but
atone by striving by all legitimate means to prepare for better
conditions to our successors.”

HARTAL AT LAHORE.

On April znd the Superintendent of Police issued a notice
requiring the conveners of processions and meetings to apply for a
license not later than 10 A M. on the day previous to that for which
the license is required. Orders were also passed by the Government
on Drs. Satyapal and Kitchlew prohibiting them to address
public meetings.  Official pressure was also applied on the
local leaders to abandon the idea of the meeting at Bradlaugh *Hall
on the Satyagraha day and this raised a difference of opinion among
the leaders as to the desirability of holding the protest meeting.
Accordingly to arrive at a settlement a meeting was called on the
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2nd where the leaders met to discuss the point, It Jasted for several
hours and sat till Jate at night with Dr. Gokul Chand Narang in
the Chair. Mr, Ratan Chand moved for cancellation of the
Bradlaugh Hall meeting while Mr. Dev Raj Sahney urged that the
meeting be held as arranged, on the ground that a protest against
the infamous “ Black Act " was far more important than any other
consideration. On being put to the vote the latter proposal was
carried by 18 to 2 and it was decided that the meeting should be
an open air one,

Accordingly on the 6th from the morning all business was
suspended and all shops closed without a single exception. No gharry
or tonga was plving except some private conveyances belonging to
raises. At about 8 o'clock people were seen walking in groups
with mourning badges on their left arms, and by 9 o'clock there
was a crowd of about two or three hundred people with Dr. Swain
Sivaram at their head. This crowd began to proceed towards
the city from the Mall with shouts of “Maehatma Gandhrt ¥i ki
Fai, Mr. Mahammud Ali, Mr- Shaukat Ali &’ ¥a:, Lala Lajpat
Rai %/ Fai, Mahatama Shradhanand ki ¥ai, Mr. Tilak & ¥a2”
As the crowd proceeded towards the city it began to grow in
nuamber and when it reached the Dabbi Bazaar, the principal
market in the city, the crowd swelled to a thousand. Other groups
of people who were waiting here now joined the maih créwd and
the whole "body then marched towards the Mochi Gafe with
shouts of “Hindu Musalman %/ ¥aZ, Mahatma Gandhi %7 ¥ai.
People waiting on the toofs of houses and windows joined in the

“ pry. All the people now took off their caps and pagris from their
' heads and Regan to express their mourning by beating their
breasts with cries of ‘kai kat, Rowlatt Bill, 2ai ke’ and proceeded
towards Anarkali Bazaar, Poems condemning the passing of the
Rowlatt Act were recited and in one place a printed copy containing
the provisions of the Rowlatt Bill was burnt before the crowd with
great cheering. Up to this time the crowd was passing peace-
fully but when it came near King Edward Medical College in
order to proceed towards the Mall the Superintendent of Police
came on horseback accompanied by several mounted Indian Sub-
Inspectors and prevented it from proceeding towards the Mall.
Some of the leaders whe were in the front line of the crowd assured
the Superintendent that they would not create any disturbance and
requested him to allow them to proceed. He, however, would not

. allow the¢ crowd to proceed towards the Mall and sent for military
cavalry and armed police who were waiting near by and who had
been, picketted since early morning in Golbagh, a garden near
the University Hall. A few minutes elapsed during which time
the crowd had come in front of Mool Chand’s shop near the
Forman Christian College. The cavalry guarded the road towards
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the Mall and practically closed it from all sides. The crowd here
were shouting wild cries of Aa/ hai and repeatedly requested
permission to proceed, but they were asked to return and not to
proceed. The crowd was not prepared to obey the orders of
the police officers when Lala Duni Chand, Bar-at-law, and Dr.
Gokal Chand Narang, Bar-at-law, arrived on the scene and
co-operated with the police and appealed to the crowd to return
towards the city. The discussion went on for- some minutes and
Dr. Gokal Chand once more appealed to the crowd to go back
to the city and threw his cap at the feet of the crowd and said
with a loud voice “gentlemen, if you love your country, you should
go back towards the city.”” The appeal had its effect and Dr.
Gokal Chand Narang mounting on a horse led the crowd towards
the city. The crowd followed him and began to disperse gradu-
ally. Two armoured cars had arrived with machine-guns which
slowly pressed the crowd and took them towards the city. By 1-30
p. m., the crowd had dispersed in different directions and calm
was restored.

The protest meeting which was to take place at 5 p M. began
earlier, as by 4 p.m. the Bradlaugh Hall was packed to its
uttermost capacity. Three overflow meeting took place in
the adjoinipg grounds outside the hall. Pandit Rambhuj Dutt
Chowdhury presided inside the hall, and outside the gatherings were
addressed by different batches of speakers. Pandit Rambhuj
Dutt in opening the meeting made along speech in Hindi ex-
plaining to the people the real meaning of passive resistance, asking
them to be prepared to bear all sorts of sufferings and trouble
which passive resisters would have to face in the struggle. Re-
solution was passed most humbly entreating His Majesty the
King Emperor to disallow the measure as it constituted an imme-
diate insult to millions of His Majesty’s law-abiding and loyal
subjects in India.

Three more resolutions were passed :—(r) viewing with alarm
and disapproval the repressive orders of the provincial ‘Govern-
ment against Dr Saifuddin Kitchlew, Bar at Law, Dr Satyapal, Pandit
Kothmal, Swami Anubhavanand, and Pandit Dinanath, Editor of
the “Waqat” newspaper of Amritasar, considering these Grders were
unjust and injurious to the interests of peace, order and good
government of the province, (z) viewing with strong disapproval
the act of the authorities at Delhi in firing upon innoceht persons,
without any justification, expressing deep sympathy with the
family of the deceased on their sad bereavement and also, with
those unfortunately wounded in the affray ; (3) requesting the
president ofcthe meeting to forward resolutions passed to the Sec-
retary of State for India, the Viceroy and the Lieutenant Governor
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of the Punjab. After the meeting the crowd again formed a *
procession and marched towards the city with fries of Mahatma
Gandhi. ki jai, Lala Lajpat Raj ki jai, Hindu Musalman ki jai,
and beating their breasts with mourning cries of ¢hai hai.,” The
crowd made a stampede through the city beating their breasts
continually for three or four hours, and making speeches con-
demning the Rowlatt Act.

Then came the parting kick of Sir Michael to the
Indians. On April 7th he held his last Council and in his
last Council Speech delivered himself as follows.—

“Government of this province is and will be determined that the
public order which was maintained 3o successfully during the
time of war shall not be disturbed in time of peace. Action
has therefore already been taken under Defence of India Act
against certain individuals at Lahore and Amritsar who, whatever
their motives, were openly endeavouring to arouse public feeling
against the Government. The British Government which has
crushed foreign foes and quelled internal rebellion could
afford to despise agitators, but it has the duty of protecting
the young and ignorant whom they may incite to mischief and
crime while themselves standing aside. 1 therefore take this
opportunity of warning all who are connected with political move-
ments in ‘the province that they will be held responsiblefor the
proper conduct of meetings which they organise, for the languages
used at and the consequence that follows such meetings.

“The recent puerile demonstrations againste the Rowlatt Act
in both Lakore and Amritsar would be ludicrous if they did not
indicate how easily ignorant and credulou§ people—not one in a
thousand of whom knows anything of the measure—can be
misled. Those who want only to mislead them incur a serious res-
ponsibility. Those who appeal to passion and ignorance rather
than to reason have a day of reckoning in store for them.”
The Day of Reckoning came in the shape of Martial Law and
its abominable atrocities,

In concluding his speech Sir Michael O’Dowyer said : “Gen-
tlemen, I have often heen criticised for dwelling on the achiev-
ments of the Punjab in season and out of of season, but my
pride in the province is based on no narrow parochial spirit. I
have spent 15 years away from it during which I bhave seen many
other parts of India. I might indeed say, much as T have seen
and known cities, known men and mauners, climates, councils,
govérnments, but nowhere did I find the same qualities as the
Punjab can show. From the prince’'s palace down to the
peasants hut I found I could meet a_Punjabi whatever
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his class or cgndltlon as man to man without suspicion
or mistrust. found him in the mass loyal but not subser-
vient, brave but not boastful, enterprising but not visionary,
progressive but not pursuing false ideals or mistaking the shadow
for the substance.” And yet a couple of days later this very
Punjab was declared to be in Revolt by this very man.

Arrest of Mahatxﬁa Gandhi.

The people of Delbi who had so long been suffering so much
from bureaucratic longheadedness yearned to see the Mahatma
in their midst, and such was his magnetic charm that not only
was his visit longingly wished but the Satyagrahis at Delhi thought
it necessary to have him in the city as the only means of meeting
the despair of the people and keeping them in the right track.
‘Gandhi, who was then ailing at Bombay from acute heart-trouble,
at last pursuaded his doctors to allow him to proceed to Delhi
and left Bombay on the 8th April. The train was due to reach
Delhi on the gth evening. His coming was not made public
on his own request as he could not bear a demonstration. The
same eyening, however, members of the Satyagrahi Sabha who
'went to the Station found it brimming over wiil the C.IL D.
people.  The train steamed in, and European travellers seeing
them awating for Gandhi laughed and exultingly cried ‘Arrested’ !
Mr. M. Desai, Gandhi's secretary, alighted from the train and in-
formed that the Mahatma had been »arrested at Palwal Station, a
few miles from Delhi. Says Mr. Desai :(—

“Mahatma Gandhi on his way to Delhi at Kosi was served
with an order not to enter the Punjab, not to enter Delhi and
restrict himself to Bombay, .

“The officer serving the order treated him most politely, assur-
ing him it would be his most painful duty to arrest him, if he
«lected to disobey, but that there would be no ill-will between
them.

“Mahatma Gandhi smilingly said that he must elect to disobey

-as it was his duty, and that the officer ought also to do what

‘was his duty. .

“In the few minutes that were left to us, he dictated the following
message, laying special emphasis on his’oral message to me, as’
in the written messages, that none shall resent this arrest ér do
anything tainted with untruth or violence which were sure to damn
‘the sacred cause.
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