
pri 'JAlJ AFFAlll. 

Mr. Gwynn r a ked Mr. Montagtl if when he fir t beanl of t 
mritsar occurr nces he thought.lt a matter for irnmtdiaro inquir 

and if eo ,,.by be did not arrange for the commis iOll to comme, 
proceeding lvefOl'e 29th ctober. 

Mr. Montngu: A I s ted in thi HOllS on the 2211d , 
1919, the Viceroy had always COil mplat d all ill1luiry and in , 
fil'It.. week o£ that month he inti ated this fo.ct to roe. 1 aai 
bowel-er: on the 8ame date" Let U8 talk 01 an h'ctuiry wbell w ba,,~ 
put the fire out," Any subs qucl1t d lay WM ch.e to climat' 
conditioll8 aud to the obviou difficulti ill lecting amI nrrl\n~i~ 
for BUM a Committee. •. 

Mr. Gwynne: Will tho right hon', gentleman s,'l.Y on what dat. 
he considel' d the fire to b vat ut 1 

Mr. Montagu : I would not like to say that accurately ip 
'antlwcr to a suppJ m ntary I},U tion, but 1 would suggest to the beD. 
member tha.t it was c rtainly not belore ma.rtiall w. 

Mr. Gwynne: 0 the ri ht hon. gcntl man uggcst it 
reallono.bl·, tt\ki g into consid r tion all tho. he ho. id, to wait 
from <\pril ulltil th nd of ctober b for proceeding 
started 1 

Mr. Mont41 u: louder t nrI that that i 0 of th chat 
whicb th hon. m mber will mak ill tho d bat. YOII cannot hold 
an inquiry of this kind in the Puujab during the hot weather, and 
you cannot a k people to ervo on ao inquiry the date of which haa 
not yet be n fi ed, 

Mr. Gwynne ro -
Mr. pc k r : Tho 110ll, 1membor 

morrow. He is in dt\ogol' of poi1ing 
canter, 

~ • r • 

had 1 etter· wait until te>
hi ca 0 by this preliminary 

J. vorthelo Mr, wynno coninued hi or I>8-e ami nation aDd 
next asked Mr. l\1ontagll if it wa hi ill ntion to put.li h tJae 
e 'doaee of aU the ",itll 08 examilled by, mmittee,ol' xpect

be Houee to form au ovinioll on xtract from the vidence of a 
it.ne IIOt forth in the BIlle k Omd 1. 
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22&(p) PUNJ.!!) AFFAIRS 
ancel and evidonce stYeR b foro tho Hunter CoQIlW8liOD woro 
.. bled to him, and p:uoticula&rly whethor "fnll Report of ene 
D7er' evider.oo before tho Hunt r Commission on Hllh ov 

oabled to him j if they were not cabled, 011 what date the lie 

pape,. publiabed from April to July were recoived : aDd whether 
ml{te a careful study of t bem. 

Mr. MODtap: I do not think it j part of the d 
Minis to plain wbat DCwspapers they read and with 
attention they rm ihem. 

Mr. Remer further e.sk d whether he would stato the namee 
the two TAndon J{ \) W pllpers b ask d to interview Miss he Ua 
October 11\8 . Mr. Mont.agu's r ply' w : No. ir, I do not t 
necessary tOe give tbi8 ir:formation. 

Mr. \~ynno askod if tl) er~ was any ronson to beliove that the 
tribal risings in April and Mn.y 1919 had any connection itb the 
diaturbanc s throu hout India and specia.lIy Punj h. 

• Mr.' Montagu repliorl that he was not in a positi(ill to 
anything to the inrormation gh'en in pa.ragraph 22 of Qhllpttr XI 
the Hunter R port. . 

Brig.· en. 'ur 8 a k d Mr. Monta u jf ho had repei l d any 
Peporti from Afghani tan and the bord r tribos as to the acti it) ut 
Bolshovik agoll ill tho e coulltri , and if that we.s ro ultilllJ bt 
a d~ng rous etrervo Il C di!' ctod ngaills British rule in India; and 
if ho had founcl13olshevik agellts working in tho more disturbed 
portions of tho.t Empil' . 

Mr. Montagu : I hav r cciv d r orts on Bol h vik activi ie8 
in tho rosions m nlioned in h quo tion. J k now tho overnment 
of India ar car full watching th pro gand, wbi -b is, of oour e, 
dango(otls i I\IIY c untry. I am COil ultin" thom as to the publica· 
tion of a sf I,\t mont 011 til SI1Uj C t. 
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belt ~f tbeir ability,.AI, I ~intain, I1lcb a bod),. I l'8I8DS "I., 
much tbe in80lent criticilml that have been pasa;J efther · on • 
European memberl, oivil and military, or upon the di' • 
~ membera, each of whom has a reoord of loyal and • '0 
pul)Uc .. nice. The re&l i.ue oan be at ted ia ODe tell n-. and! 
I will content my .. 1f by aekinl the House Oil 'lueation. U 
omoerjuati6ea hit conduct, no matter howllMlant hi. ~ il-4lld 
every~y knows how ga.lla.nt Gener&) Dyer'B recohl it-by __ I'. 
that there Wa.B no qpeltion of undue leverity, that if '1 meaua 
',eon groater the oa.Bulllti s would have been greater, and that 

tive was to ta<lch a moralleS80n to the whole of the 
"y without hesitation, and I would k tho Co~mittee to OOI .. ~IIttJ 
me H I am I'l'0ng, becaule the w hole matter tumB upon tblll .. _111 
h iJ a doctrine of terrorism, Lieutenant-CommAnder K.e:D~1II4iI1nt:11 
-Pru iani tn.) If you agree to that ouju tify Av"TVirl.h .. 
General Dyor did. One you are entitloo to hav regard lieitb 
tbe " iutflfltions nor to the oonduot of a particular g therin«, , 
.hoot and go on hooting with all the horron that. re in oJ 
in order to teach Rome body el a leeson, you are mtarkin, 
terrorism to whioh ther is 1\0 end. (Oheer .) 

I '!lay further, that when you pa 'an order that alJ Indiari U 
orawl past a particular place, ",holl you pas an order to 88" that 
Indian mo t forcibly or voluntarily imlaam any officer of Hi M 

e King, y~u are enforcil1g rooial humiliation. I y, thirdl , 
when you tak 8 Ie t d Boh lOOy from a school, guilty or inno36nt, 
and whip them publioly, wh n y \l put up a triangle where an out· 
rAge, whioh ~e all doplor ,hfl taken place and whip people })elon 
t,b 1 hav b en oonvi , when you flog a wedding rartY. you are 
indulw.ng in frightfulne • and th r i no other ad quate word hioh 
could d sori! it. . 

If tbe committe follows m on th three at' rtion and J 
ahall be only too glad if there be any ~nswor, this il the . o~ 
IUld this i th que tion which th ommit e has put to is to-da, 
bolor c ming to an answ r. Diami from your mind, I of 
all penon I tJ.1l stion. 1 have been pUNUed for a.e ~ 1BODib 
b BODIe opl and hy !!Ome loum 1 with pel'lOlJ II • I 40 btl 
P S8 to an wer th m to·d y. 'Are you' loinl to keep your hold 
upon India by terrorism. racial humiliation and 81lbordinatiol!/ 
and lrightfulneu or are you gcing ~ rest it upon tlle gOodwill 
and th growillg goodwill of the p ople of your Indi " Empire' T 

v~ that to be the wbole que8tion at iSlne. · Jf yo'O d· in 
_ ..... ,u,·.....,the latter (!()urse, well, tb n you h"vegot to enforce it. It 

one 8 ion passing a great Aot of PMliamellt bi~. 
ri or demerit, proceeded on tbe principle of 
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]!eI'tae for India in British Commonwealth, and then aDo • 
ytIU admfniltration to tlepeod upon terrorilDl. You ha e BOt to 
in err Department, oivil aod military, uDintermittently upon 

. ' ... _i< ... to reqniae India .. a partner in your CommoDwealth. GO 
lOt to aafeguard your adminittration on tb t Order paued bJ 
·ti ParH ment. You have got to reviee any 0 lete 
or Ia moh infringes the prinoiples of liberty hich )'ad ba 
ted into the educated olaaeea in India. • • 

TW i one ohoice, to adh re to the deci ion. t t you Jut in 
Iqieiati0D hen you are critici ing the admini tration. There ia 

chci=e, to bold India by the .word, to caniee lerro-
.. part of your weapon. pirt of your armament to auard 
" honour and British life with c.lIousne ... .,ut Indiaa 

bo1DOtIr and IndiaD life. India is ofJ our id in ensuring order. 
OD India's :ide in ensuring that ord r is enforced fth 

Ganon of modern Jove of liberty in tho Briti h democracy f There 
been no oritici81b of Imy officer, however drastio hi. act' , 

id any Jll'Ovin~e outAlide tho Punjab. Ther wero 87 instances of 
',., during tbe terrible, dangerous disturbaDces of I t year. The 

Ooverumen1 of India aDd His Maje t1' overnment have approved 
S. • and only oensured one, censt!ed OD because, boweve'- good 

motive, I believe that it infringed the prinoiple hioh hal 
animated the Britisb Army and iniringed the priD~ipJe. upon 

Ollr Indi n Empire baa been built. 
r. Palmer-It sav d a Jllutiny. 
r. . m body saY8 that it. '8Ov~ a mutiny. 

Captaill W. Bcmn.-Do not answer bim . 
. Mr. MODtQu-The great obioction to the rule of force i. tbat 

70U pun e ,it without regard tothe p opl wbo 8uffer from it an. that 
haviDl once tried it you must go on, and that every time an incident 
happeDS yon are confronted with the increasing animosity of the 
people ho lOWer. There is no end to it until the people fn whOle 
I e are 1O"erning India, the ople of this CQu Il try, and the 
natiOilal pride and ee'btiment of the Indian people, riee together in 
pc.rteet and tAmDinate . r rule in India .. being impoeaible OIl 
modtml ideas of what an Em ire meant • 

The AlteraaIiJe to TerI'CIri.m 
, . T Ie it All altern rive ~licy wbich hen I &8Iumed ottee I 00IIl. 
IMttded ~ tbi. Houee and 1ric1a thi Houee has supported ontil to dar. 
It i. to put coping tone n the glorious work whicb En ...... d hal 
..,.npIMhed in India by Jeadit'g India to a complete free r-rtneN 
in da. Bri .... ColDmeDWeaJth,-4:o .. y to India : "We hold Bri 
Ii", 1ICNd, ·bat We hold Indian live. sacred . (Cbeen). 
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want to eafeguard Bri . h h9DOU b, rotectine" , ___ _ 
India tA:>o, that our io.ututiona ehal1 be gr~ua T I*'fecttd 
rotecting you and ounelve. againat revolution aDd anarch, . 

that they commend tbemeelvea to you." There i. a ~OII'J 0" the part of those who have criticised Hia . tJ'. Gov_ .. ., 
up tbia iuue ~ an Indian is a penon wbo is toll 10_5,,.,, 
hi will obey our orden, (Cries of ('No"'" e" "i ... 1h 
but if.,once he join the educated 01&88, if ouoe be tilillb ,1Pl' "IIhF' 
U oneo be take advantil&ge of tbe educational faeiliti08 wbiola 
hnv.4.\ provided for him, if Ollce he imbibe the ide of' •• 
liherty which ar dear t9 the Briti h peorle, why th D, you q""fl,lI!RI~ 

an eduoated Iudian and &I arf agiltator. (Cboefl.) W t a taI'IiI"": 
_nd oynical. verdict on the whole! 

Mr. 11 Palmer.-What a rrihle apeecb. 
Mr. Montagu.-As you grind your machinery and ~nll_"i 

Kraduate out of the Univ6l'sity you are going to dub him 
ill" att, any ' r te, to the cl from whioh yOW' Ot'ponent. 
(lIon. Memhet'S- 'No.") 

Colonel Ash! y.-·Oll a poillt of order. May I uk the . 
gontleman to say agaiu t wh m i h malting hi aoeu tion 1 

'rhe h ·rman.-That is " "a point of oJ'd r. W are 
bear differeut pointll of iew, a d all points of view. (Chee ... 

Brigadi J.'-General Cockerill- Ol that poiut of 
Chairma~, . arc we not here to di ou the cnse of Gene"" 
What is the relevanoy of the remarks to that 1 

The hairm n call d on Mr. Montagu to reaume hi.a apeecb. 
Mr. Montagu.-If any of . my arguments striko &n1body 

irrelevant- . 
Mr. Pf\lmer.-You ar malting &11 inoendiary speech. 
'Mr. Montagl,l- The whole point of my observ iona Ja directed 

to tbis olle que tion, that th~rc is OI', theory upon whioh I think 
Gen ral Dyer acted, th theory of terrori 1ft tho tbeorJ 01. 
8ubordinatioll. (Che 1'6..) Ther is another theory, that of part
nerohip, aud I am (rying to ju tify the theory endoned 1»7 thi 
House last year. I am sukie8tiJJg to thi. H6u.e that the t of 
Parliament is U80lell you enforce it both ill tM keepiD, of 
amd in administration. (Cbl'E'N.) I am trying to avoid any diecus-
sion of do not to my mind a/feet that broad i88ue. 

I aubruit to thia House thi8 queatien. Oft icb I 
would a.1l rOlpeot, l1i.aey a'b.ould vote: I. your t.lteca"7 
rule i8 aaoendaney of on8 l'BOt ov aootaer,d do.iutiou 

subol'd.ination-(HolJ. Memben,-" o")-or is your tJaM 
~Denhip , If you are applyimK domiaelioD •• ~081' 
D it foJl~ that you rqual lYe the oN with ¥. ldtlaatiqr. 
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" '08 and pgtnenhip, then 100 iU cond trln IOkH 
"' ........ "-'- pJlaDt (Mr. P .-" j trial.") bo ,. t 

0Mti0n of ODdue erity, and that he i hiOl 
to tbe hole COQIJ • That ncielllllatiou, 1 i 

iDIJ. 11M been meted oat by 6V81'Jbody 0 
. quut1oo, ciro ud military. As far · &I I now, no 

.. lat. .... In . D bas auggeeted any pwUshment, any vindietiv8n .. , 
- ·· ......... ·111 more than tb, repudJat'oo of the rine Ie upotl hiGh 

ere committed. I ~n te hi' HOUle to cbOOfJe and I 
• e that tho cboice they ke i jundameDe:.I to a ntinnan 

Britieh Empire and ital to th eoutinnation, perm nen I 
....... ~-. it can be, of the coDnexion tw 11 thi country d 

(Cheel'l.) 
Sir Edward Canon-the Hero of Ulster --

sa E. Caqpn.-I think upon refleotioLl, tb& my right hOll. 
bo bas just addt d t.he House will 8 that the 

kind of b he baa mad is n one that i lik Iy ill any 
to settle this unfortunate question. (Cheer.) My ~ight 

• friend, with gr a del r nee to him, cannot s6tt.le nrtifi ially 
th' whioh w have to try. He ha told u th t th ouly 
KllUe is at! to whether w ar in favour of a Ii y of terrorism alld 
and ineulte toward our Indian fellow subj t, or wb t.h r we are 
in f. our of partnership with them in th Empiro. What on earth 
has tbat to do with it 1 (Ch er.) (Lieutenaut Commander 
Kenworthy.-"Everythlng.") I should have th ught th t tb matter 
. • ale dillCal8iq is 80 grave both to thi ountry and to our lie, 
lU India tlaat we might, at all event, have X)J eted 1\ lini t r of 
the Oro n wonld have approached - the l}latter in a much calmer 
IfPiriUltan he has -done (Ch cr .. ) 

n Hon- Member.-lle ought r 8ign. 
n Hon. ember . ..!.&> should Ul ter. ~Illtcrruption.) • 

The Cbairman.--All round the Hou e th re 8 ems to be" 
I.ick of anderstanding &8 to th seriou8 e of this tter. Lot me 
re1Dind the House that thit is the fir t occaseion on \\' hich we bave 
had tileae Indian Estimate8-tJ&t i say, the of tlae 
Secret.ry of State-by de fate ac of h~ Houl8r 
re&8ODs-put on tbe Briti h Eetima 8, and we ought, 
.eoognil!l8 that iOD. (ahe rs.) 

Sir E. CarIOD.-If T thought that the roal i Rue was that w 
ted by my rigDt hon. friend, I would )] t take part in tme: 

debate. There would be DO diueoeion from the proposition that 
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be h .. laid ciOIt'D iD thil BOUIe. (eheera.) But it ddea Bot 
becauae YO\1 lay dOWD a general propoaition of tltatl '00 "'L ~, .L _ "';'''''';; 

have brodght thOle meD, on wbom 70U are relying in 
era and diffioult ciToumataooea as your ofticera in IlIdi 
tlae catcory that you youraelf are pleaaed to lay ,dOWD. 
w~ they within thoae categoriea ia h, real CItIIId. 
Mj rilht the queation. (eileen.) After.u 
UI evWl in of Commons, try to be fair, 1Om& 

er, to. gallatlt officer of U years' aerviCle- (Colonel W ......... w..· 
ive hundred people were sbot)-without a bJemiall 

record, and whMever you 8ay\ and miD4 )'011 this ",ill a 
deal of effect on the conduot of offi s in the future 88 wh 
or not tb~, will bear the tetrible responsibility, whioh tHy 
not aaked for, but which you have put upon them-we may .t I 
try to be fair and I:<> recognise tho real position in whlo 
officer is placed. (Cheers.)' 0 far 88 I am concefned, I td 
likt, at. the outset, I:<> say that I dQ not believe for a moment it 
pOBBible ill this House, 1I0r would it be right, to tty this o8lotl". 
(Cheers.) To try thi offioer, who puts forward hiB defenc 
saw it for the first tim a.n hQur &gO, would be a matter "liiO 
would take many days ill thts House. Therefore, you can 
it; but we have 1\ right to a k : Ha h ever had a fair trial f 
to put this further qu tion before you break l}jm and Iri 
into disgrace: r he going I:<> have 0. fair trial 

You t lk of the gr I\t prinoiples of liberty w hioh you have 
laid down. en 1'0.1 yer has a right to be brought within tboeae 
prinoiple of liberty, and he ha no right to be broken on the ipS8 
dxif of any Go:nmissi n or Committee. however great, unl681 he 
has ween fairly tried- and he ha not been tried. (Cheers.) Do 
look upon the position in wliioh you have put an oftieer of this kind. 
You send him to Iudi, to f,\ di triot seething with rebellion and 
anarohy. You scud him there wit.hout any asmt&noe hatevel' 
from th civil Government, beCause the Comminion have found 
tha.t the condition of af!airs wr.s sllch in tbtf. di triot that the oivil 
Government w 'n aooya:lc , and even the mali <ioU, as repreeen
ting the chril tfOwer, who l\Iight ha.re be:m thare to direct tbi. 
officer, had gone away on a.nother duty. I cannot put the 
matter bet r than it was put befor,} the Le~ i lative Council of 
India on mbor 19 last by the 4djut8.nt·Geueral of India:
"My Lord," he said, "my objeOot in recounting I:<> this Counoil in 

degree the mea ures taken by ' the military -a.uthority to 
ch'il ol'der ont of chao produced by a ta.te of l'ebeilloD 

to bow there i another id to the pictura, wb' h is perhaps 
more apparent to ~be soldier than tQ the civilian critic." ow 
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.. Armchair Politician." • 
The anncbair politician in Downing trect (cbe r ) had, 1.0 

doubt, a very diffioult task to po orm. I do not coutellQ that 
iu DO 0&80 sho~ld th y ov rrule what all off{oer bad don in tb allOt, 
but they ought to try to ut the selve in the po itioll of th marl 
whom they &lkod to .1 with difficult oircumstance. 'I'hat otfif'er 
had to decide whetbe the occurrence w&I-a rio ,or an ·in urreotion, 
or & rebf,llion, or a revolution, or ~rt of a rev ution. There is 
a at deal to show, eve on the I\C d the report, tb tit, 88 at 
all events the preoursor to a ~"olutio)1. Different rul officially 
laid down were applicable t~ ,8oOh of those differ lIt mattera. What 
is the error of judgm~nt 1 £t i admitted that he acted ill perfect 
flOOd faith art\i in moet diffi It ciroumstances wi h grea.t courage 
great decision but ~ fault found with him i tbat, while 
thougbt tbat the circum tance! lloceuitated that be should teach 
lo.-oll to the country all round, ~be Commitwe al1ght that he ou 
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The most extraordinary pa.t1j of this co. e was 38 to Y/bat 
penedimm diate1y a.fter the iucid nt. Th • 'ecretary fOf India 
... id that nobody in authority approved of en ra1 yer'. 
The ener l'1I ta ment of hi 080 hawed that on AprU' 
Divisional ommo.nder cony hi a.pprova.l, and the l.ieu 

v 1'00r a.gr d with the ivi ion 1 omm rier. Later, hen e 
8etIt on II. pe ia.l mi ion, h e pre d a wish to be free fro .. 

nxiety &II to wh ther hi -tion at Amri aT bad been a~,8d, 
and w assu. d by 0. uperior officer th • if .~ bad not bee 
approwad he would h v heard a1 ut it long ' "fOle that time. This 
officer w nt on day after da.y· in more an mar diBioult 'tioq 
after he had carried out his worlfo a.t Amrit r. He 88 promoted to 
a high r oommand, and not only that, but he received the nb 
of the native community a h I'log sa od the .ituation. hen 
the agitation began everytbing took II. ditfereht turn nd he e • 
traordinary Pl\l't of it all ~ M that during atl th088 IIlX moo., 
the Secret ry of rak [eVeT evrn knew the truth of the d 'Is: 
That W&II really a m06t xtraordinary' and unlortunate ma*r. 
He never took a 6ing1 tep uutll th agitation broke out in 
India, when the situation bad ben, pr, loally saved. If tbed 

AI an7thfng to be invo6ti ted \nd if t re waa puniehmont to 
meted out, it ought to have fI immediate, ~ot onl, in 

to General D '8r, but in jll tice to the Indian people. 
there e\,er more extr rdinary c than that of a m 

8 for rd (.lLIld told you: I wo~ the apP""al of "I 
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their troops in the IUppNlIioD « civil dietwbaooe; ~ere al'8 
reqaireale of jllItice and fair piay towarda au iadi~ (0 
aod tJaen"Me dte meriII and humanitarian coneeptiouB in v_ 
All __ 08 to make die _k of the Government and 01 
Ocamitjtee one of exceptio_ aeriousDeee, deli06Cf ,.ud reapoaaiWli " 

lIB fttW jth e action of the Ann, Qm '1; for 
be rMpODlribility, Mr. CItrMail1 ekplai 

oonduct oftieer might be dealt ,with 1»1 tin. 
r'; 'flIIfttJ. diltinct)'8. of all, he might be Hmoreci m. 

relegated to balf-pay, and told that he bad 
beiflg employed ~in. Ftom the h b1e 

e.poral wbo reverted to a private by a atroke of the pen, if 
GoIcmel thoutht be would preil\" some other 8ubaltern, 10 
JafaJae.t ,eneral or field-marsbal, all offioera were aWDabl to 
procedure in regard to tbe appointments wbich they held. 
prooedu~ was bardly ever c"nallenged, and it WaB not oballetrpd 
by <fenell.l Dyer in his statement. The procedure was aeoep 
with soldierly fortitude, beoause it was believed, WI the whole; 
that the administration of these great re ponsiblitieB was carried 
out in a fair and honeat spirit. c Under this procedure \be 
reverted automatically to haH-pay, and in a very large propo 
of cuea, having reverted to half pay, he applioo to be plabed 
retired pay, . oocause, especially in the case' of senior 
retired pay was often a.ppreciably bigher than half-par. 
aecond method was of a -more serious character, and &fleeted, t 
the employment of an offioer, but his status and biB rAnk. Here 
it w a que tion of retiring an officer compUlsorily from ..... 

ice, or imposing on bim some r duction or forfeiture in _ his 
penaionr of retired pay. The third method waa of a defirmely 
penal character. Honour, liberty, life were aft ted. CaahieriDs. 
imprisonment, or the death pettaJty might be involved, and .for 
this third catecory, of cour86, the whole resouroes and protec
tion whiob the judicial procedur of la.wful tribunals and Briti b 
jultioe accorded to an accused person wer~ ' brought into beiDg. 
After asking the Committee to bear th_ diatiPGtrons very 
carefuUy in mind, Mr. Churchill said that it would be seeD that 
General Dyer was removed trom his "apointmeot by the Com· 
lDander-in-Chiel in India, that M w informed, &8 hundreds 
of otlieera had been informed, that thelO'3 'waa no proepect of further 
employment for bim under the ~overnmeut of India, and that 

COIlleqU6DC8, he reverted automatic!ally to balI·l>ay. Tbeee 
were brought formally to the notice of the Army 

by 110 lettel' from the India Ilice, whiob recommended 
fwtbor that oe abouFd be retired frOM the Army, and by a teloaram 
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ffODl the maad '...a.ief la nm., hioh 'tai.la:rl, ree:OID1D811" 
tll&t IhouId be 01' red to retire, That 'a &bout. moath 

t • latta • it brouPt po liol to the • 
Ann1 Council by the pobli.hed d of the retar7 of 
fOl India, hich Aated the oiroo of u.e CII8 
referred to the 'Arm)' CounciL The bl 

direct Geooral .D,er-the, bMl 
be .. red to take this I'll&-

for ir GODaideration. The, felt that if aD OIl 
en .,uoat him, apart hom removing him from hi. aPllOilllfIDlsn'", 
.. ployment in lncli it Dtial that be"UIUUlIU 

r .... __ 'ent in hi. own behal .hoold be judsed upon .0 evidence hioh he bad gizen as a witn... i an 
hich ho had been cited without having any l1Iaaon to bei .... .,. 

tit he cited an incriminated party, If any que tioa of 
tirittt General Dyer ftom the Army· was to be examined, diNOt 
._.ent from him in hi. own def nce was indispen Ie.· The 
twIIIClusion r hed by the Army Counoil, wbich had been oommoni
eated to the Hou , waa reached. unanimously and spoke for itlel'. 
It t be remembered, howover, ibat the Army uncil mUit deal 
with theae mattertl, mainly, from a military point of view: The, 
had to eonsider the rights and interests of offic rs and a]1O to 00 
aider the effects of any decision which they might com~ to upon the 
eop!donoe with which offioers would do their duty in the kind of 
extremely difficult and tr~ioal circutnstaooes in which General 1>1 
aDd a good many oth r officer of the Army had in recent tilDH 
been placed. 

The Army Counoil had to express an opinion on Genera] lJ, 1". 
conduct from what was primarily a service standpoint, The' luno
tiOll WM one of great ra ponsibillty, bu't at the same time it WM one 
of limited and .pecial respoIlsil»_ y, aJld th ir concIu iOIl in DO 
.."..y affooted tbe final freerlom of action of the Cabin t. Ho mftde 
it perfectly clear to his colleague on the Army Council, that in 
&8IIenting to the con fUlion to which the. came, as an Army Couneil, 
be held himself perfectly free if he thought right to ana if the oabi
net 10 decided, to m&ke furthe IObmillion t& the Cro\Vn for the 
~meot of General Dyer f~ the Army. 

In explaining and jvstify1ng the deeilion of the CabilJet be 
should pern.it himself to ent.er to some xtent upon certain Mpeafil 
of the meri of the case. Ho;'e"Vef they might dweD upon 
difficulties ot General Dyel during the Amritsar riots in the 
ami critical ituatioD in the Punjab and the danger to EurOllIllilji 
througbout that province, one tremendoul fact stood _.tel of nearly 400 perlon .. and the w&Undilll of probab 



m AMRIT~ D'BIJ~TE 1 1'HE cQMJl()ll.' (8 
er four lima IftUI)' at the JaIliaDwaile ...... 

wu aD'epiude whica appeareel to be without prececl 
"U· 'tAe mod . 'r/ of tlae Britiah Empire. It" .. all 

0& .. entIiteb' di6rn' order fl'Olll. aoy of tboee trIIio OC!OIJI'I'I~" 
W. P. wblll ~ wee broucbt ioto dieion WitIl 

ChIl.,IOpIlM;irj· Ia. It an extnordiD1B'7 "e~ moostrou. 
ataIM ia.u.,ular aad sinieiel"lllolation. Cell .... 
.. tin popuWioDi had been pabdull;J fl'eCl1l-

JI!I!8l-.'O~ rmath of the G .. t W 8l" botJa in Judia Uld 
ahoJutely with the opiniooa qlIOted .from the MiUI __ lie.... in Indiall.. to the die1utefllJ.. painfUl, em __ _ 

" .. iDs situation, mental and iwnft, in whiob the British·GII .... _ 
l~ II""_lnaEICl cI. troops were pl~. wMn he w. called 

wile r or not he shoufd open fi.re, not Upoll be ...... 11( 
of hiaeoantry, but on those who were h'. oountrymen or Do 
aiti.oa of OUT common Empire, But there were Qertaia 
Iiass"., hich I think, an officer in such oasea could be 8Uid 
Fil"llt of aU the officer might ask himSelf, "Js the oro d att~ 
1Ul)' thing or anybody 1 Ar they trying to foroe their ay for 
to the attack of *«nne building or troopr or police, or.are 
attempttng to attaek some hand of'persons or some indi 'd 
baa excited their ho tility 1" The so ond question il, It& 
oro d 81 mod 1" By ann d I mean armed wi~h lethal we_lOll! 
Amaed mea are in a e tegory bsolutely different from uoaraed 
1IleD. An unarmed crowd . si:6nds in a totally different poeitift 
fl'OlD an armed crowd. At Amritsar the crowd was neither 
armed nlr attackillg. (Ori s of "Oh!") When I use the woM 
'~" I me n armed with lethal weaponSj or with fi1'El&!'JD8. 

tis no di pu on that point. "I was confronted," 
_YI General Dyer, "by a revolutionary army." 'bat is the 
chief eht\facteristio pf an army 1" urely it is arm.. This 0l'01I ' 

"... unuroed. Th re ill' anoth r to t \V biob i& not quite 80 
simple, b~t which neverthel Ans often erved u a good guide 
t4> .offic ril ill til e difficult situa.tions-I meatl the doatrillfl that 
no re {or .should he used'than is neoessary t6 urO.mlpJi 
with the law. Tlfe effioer should also confine himaelf to alimi 
a.nd definite objectiv&-that i tt: lIay, \0 ,treveut a. crowd from doiq 
80me thing 'ob they ought not '::.0 do, or to compel tlaem to do 
80mething which they ought to do. ( 

It would be said, Mr. Ohurchill ~ontinued, that it wasea8y enough 
lib this, and to lay down these pl'inciplea here, in safe nd 

_,",IDle England, in the ('aIm a.tmosphere of the House of Commone 
~ armohairs in Downing treet or Whitehall. But it w q' t. 

ditterent busin tu., spOt in a. gree. emergency, confronted . h. 
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When 379 peI'IODI had been killed, the troope, at whom oot Mea • 
.... had been tItrown, marched aw.,.. He did DO think it .. 
• fate .... of the Britllh Fmpire 01' Army to take a load of 

.for all time upon tMir bMk. They had to make it abIoJ'*'1 
t ..... not the Briti,h way of doing thiJJt'8. (Cbeen.) 

weuJd he t.oId that thi action DVed lodia.. He did 
A In t daya of the Mutiny tboN eJ'\l 1OIircel, .AOGO 
tIirCIopa. The Briti,h tloope to native troop. wat one to. , 

1, __ ·tUn the Bri~1h troopa had been railed to 70,000 and u~ 
tio of one to three. In addition, a wbol aeri.. of terribl. 
DtioDa had 00&0 into being. There wa,a, theretO ... , no 

foolish panic talk about it being ~oe....., to produce an inoicleat 
t of JalJaVValla Bagh in order to .ave India. Our reign i • 

., Ul)'wbere lee had nover rested ~ 00 a balia of phYlliaal fome 
aDd ould be fatal to Briti,h Empire to try to hue oureelvee onJr 
Upoll it. ' 

the Briti,h way of doing things had alwaya meant eloie 00:
op6~atjon itll the people of the country. J n no part I'lf the Brfti.1t 
Empire bad '110 am ed at such llUoceBB as in India. In F..c7pt there 
had recently been a breakdown or. the relations between til. . 
aDd the' peeple, and we were trying to rebuild that re1atiea p 
Iaboriou Iy and patien~ly, We had plenty of. force, if fome 

I, but hat we were lOOking was co-operation and good i If 
toob a rupwre bet oen the Government ano the people had taken 

throughout the Indian Empire, it would have been one of be 
moat melancboly ev nt in tbe history of the world. Tlaat it had 
~ k place was,lae thought., largely due to the conatructiM 

hit His MI'jeaty's Government. His pe1'lOll&1 opinion that 
tlwoOrtauet of General Dyer at rite deeerted not 0Il1y Io. of 
employment and the me ured Cleniure' whioh tile 81'01De1at had 
proDOUuoed, but also to be marbd by lit definite dilCiplilllU'J aot, 
MIne], his being. placed 'compul

l 

rily on the retired u.t; It 
q twe that General Dyef' cOndUct had been approved W a 
.uc1Oella10n of 1m riore above bim, who prooOUDtJed biB d • aDd 

at ' di'erent. .tage. e leota had taken pia bieh it "hi ell 
be arped amounteti to virtual condonation 10 far U &lI7 pftal. Gl' 

'pJiDaI'J IICItiOll 11'''' OOn081'l:ed. ~H_, hea1-.) Geaeral . Dyer 
IDikbt have l'ObIfl but, at any J'.lte, ;e had bis ",tlt., and Ile 
dkl . 1 ia f of sucb virtual 9O'Idonation, it wovJd "\'8 

poIBible, or ClOUld Jta 0 beh considered richt. to take diaei 
_11M" '00 aPinlt bim. For thOle reason, 'ne . found 

in agreement with the cooclu ion. of the Army Council, 
moderate and collsiderate cOndu iou. they confidently 

nt of ~be BOUie. (Cheers.) 
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Mr. Aequitb (late Premier) 'd that the bad been IW.108d 

a ery oarro point. Ir E. Oaraon had not at pted to j 
General D,er'1 actiOil on the merit.. H had euueeted t ueII_ 
~ bad not a trial. To _,., in all the cimuD DCeI that Jaad 
pI ... tltat he had not had. fair heariUl ousllt to ha 
a.orbw·j t;y of JiDl h.t Vel he ooald .. ,. in hi. 
IMIDed to be .n .buse of languace. (llear, ,) I 
d81lbtedJy the cue tltat b had been commended at 

perior officer and by the Lieutensnt-Go eroor, bether 
ere then in full poaelliion of the fao ,he did lIot know; .......... 

impartial judg in the circum tanool, h did not koo 
much of leveril , tic e citement in the hen. 

'bad very little opportunity of making di ' to ioq . 
i eue. H had heard nothing from the right hoD. nd 
meaber (Ct.reon) which could in any w.y imJ llgn til. 00l'NetDeIt 
and force of the decision oonoll1T6ntly amv d at by 10 many aadilu."" 

.... The cue Wal as simple a case as had ever be n prettlDtIIIIICI 
tin House. • 

It as deeply to be deplored and r ·preh nded that the eivn 
aathorty abdicated it. function an~ banded ov r lOmethiq 
mnell ii, the nature of a carte b!anc:ne to tbe> General in coalmand. 
It wae the worst example, and in Indi~ particularly, it W&I. .., 

blll1 esiaDIPle. The ci it autborities woro guHty 'of a groaa dereJietI 
01 duty in dive nng tbo... lve, or trying to divelt tbeDMJvee, of 
thefr functions, and handirJg the whol t.hing over to the diecretioa 
of the military authoritie, He could not hell-> thinking that if the 
civil 'oticera at Amritear bad, at the beginning of ' tbe traneao1!ioa. 
taken a propel' sense of the duty whicb the 1avr of their 
impoeed on tbem, and had controlled and directed, or at an)ll ~ 
8uperviaed, I\1heequent military operations, it WI!. quite po 'bit th..a 
that terrible incident of the l~ mig1t~ neyer have. OCIOnedl 
( lI), It only fair and JUlt to Qoneral Dyer to 8&1 "1 
in what he (Mr. Asquith) OOllooived- to be a moet teITible error 01 
t IID8Dt and even wbhe, he had not, ~ that very ritieal 
~nlf aitoation, fbe advantage bich he W&I entitled to . 
&tid It the Executive ought to have given bim,. ~ tbe i 
and' advice of the civil autbo .~ fAm Illr with all the local e' 
IJtaneee, and ultimately rewen.ible for .he main.ten .. :ce ., 

Comiog to the aotu t ftiuW on the crowrf, Mr. ta.4nllta<i, 
There b ... never been IlUcIr an aocid nt in the wbole Anll_ OI ·c .• , .. _ .. 
IndUin bi.totf nor, J beHeve,. in the lrlstory of our F.mpire. ( 
b .. ) To ask the HoullEl of C uA.eo8 to 1'0 ene t ClOIIiIWI_MI 
decillion gi en aft~r hearing everything tb~t General Dyer bail 
laY or put forward to a1l the&C great re8po 'hie autbfll'iti 



J.G A MRITSJ.B DB B4 T. 1 T/IB ,OOM.MO 



• 'PEJ:c:JI VF .W:. VBi.\' '1'UU1: 



242 AMRl1SAB DBBATE • THE COMMO [8 JULY 

been treated fairl" .nd that 1:0 good could be done to him, to tile 
Army, or to the country by attackiJlg a d oi iOIl mad by rMpooaible 
lIOldten, \'tho had the fuJI confidence of the Army arid the 'atioD, 
and had the facts fuUy before them and the best Ie,al advice at their .. 

Be appealed to tbOle who de ired to defelld an eminent 8Old' 
toatt.ck thole other eminent soldiers wh~ad to adjudicate 

arad specially not to aay allytbil!g which oould be quoted, 
•· .. ,,_ ........ ditticult dayl ahead as showiJ'g that member of P rtiame 
t:':-,I_rovec! anything which could gire colour to the ~rifon t 

British Amoy mfght be u£ed &II an iostrumellt of oppreesioll. 
pon those memhers, whose 8ynfpatby wi h the reI th'es of tho. 

who lost tJrir lives at the Jallianwala Bagh }.ol'ompttd tbC'm to 
cOI.demn General Dyer utterly,( aqd to call upon the Go\'en.ment to 
punish him 8till further, he urg d moderation in tle e JIl'H'ion of 
tbeir opiuion, rememhering that grea harm might be done Ly tbeir 
\Vo~s ill embittering feeling in lndia and adi:lillg to the riifficu • 
of tbose who in the future would hav to uphold law ~nd order. 

The situation with which eneral Dyer had to deal bad been 
in existence for ~ me time, and , h fore hi alTh'al ha9 led to the 
murder of Europeam, t(l an a ult upon an English womarl, to IOIJI 
of life among the D8tive , and to much damage to PTOpArty. The 
tel'Pls of the writ.ten order given to 'him by the civil auth.,ri 1 
his arrival on April II, were: .. The troops have orders to re 
order in Amritsar aud to u 0 all force Dece sary. No gatherir.g of 

raons nor prace sion of allY ort will lIe allow d. All gatherill/tl 
ill be tired on." That lIotic wa given nt to several of the 

.ntizens on April 11. 0" the aftornoon of April 13 ha.viJ'g received 
Jlotic from tl1 I1porin IIdent of Polic that a. crowd was 1\ ro
bJing in the Jballianwa.la Bligh, (\ park ill An ritaar city, Gell ral 
Dyer marched to t he spot, alld- fOlllld a huge M mb1y of many 
thousallds of p opl , who f apl at (d to him to be ill a dWlgerot 
mood. A determined rush .mi r-hC easily ov rwhelm hi little force 
of l>O nativ oldiers arm d with rifles, and' 40 with 
kukris. Gell ral Dyer al~d hi little baud be ellti '}y UOIW.Ct<l 
the city. Narro\\t street were behind him, hi fla.nk ~d 'J'IIIIJIti' __ 
open to attack, IUId JIO r inrarc mOil. ~. r within 
little band, ho we the ole gual'diall of law 
o erwhelmed, there wus nothing to hoI: in check 
crime d illsurrection, nothing td' prevent the rec noe of the loot 

mOJO() r alld ar Oil which had r ed in thp city omy three d". s 
• (Bear. hear.) Any h~sitatio(J on General Dyer's part, auy 

failu to US6, and to us a.t once, th .Ileco ry force, might have 
been the spark that;. 'ould light th confllliTl\tion of another mutin . 
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o one who bad 1:0t be n lIlaced in a imilar situation should 
venture to cond mn Gener I Byer. (Cheers.) 

Lieutenant Colonel Jame. iii tha:, as it appeare<t to hi., 
be question was one atfectillg not 80 lIlunh the JlIdian Empi 

ju ice. \Vh n G neral Dyer put in his statemeut to the 
nciJ, aile would haye thought that the natural thiDg woaJd 
D to Dd for him and k for oral ex\,lan tion. He un,tlel __ ~l 

that procedure never followed at tbe War 0t6 and b84~I)QI_~ 
tbat alone vitiated tbe virtue of the appeal. T Ie th '1 
ba e a tnan face to f¥6 with the president of the tribunal they 
nut fOI1D apr ju~elJt on bi case. Genor yer was f 
with an unparlilleled situatioU-aDd'th only judg of th amount of 
forc~ hinh should he u d t the oment h him f. (Che 1'8) 
To that tbei w no evidenc of a g 11 r I 0011 pir y in India, 

aejuet absurd it would be to t up a board of IlIquiry in IrelaDd 
at the r out moment, aDd to say that ther was no e idenee of 
'COlI.tab) beilJg killed, for tb imple r a on that th y badenot en 
caught. (L u,.tJ.t r and obeel'8.) He a k d bOil. members to land for 
the cause of ju tiee, fair pla.y ud moderation towards the great mlJollll 
of the lonl Indian peop] s, 1 ho would th fir t to utfer if they 
in that House did not stand by thelt- own p pie. ( hr.) • 

Sir W. Joynsnn~Hicks aid he wa not pr pared to abdicate 
his riBbt .. and duti as a momb r of the Hou e of ComDlolJa beoauae 
of tile deci ion of tb Army CoUll il. After all, tb • Houee of 
Commons was the la t Court to whj b neral Dyer, Bnd other 
person aggrieved by th II.Ction of any 0 r lment Dep rtment, 
could come. (Ch era.) Hon. member bad to d cid Olle way 
tb other. A more diB38troulI speech than that of the. eoretart 
of Stat~ for India bad never been madll in that. Houee. ( fleel'lo) 
He ( 'if W. Joynson-Hick ) had just ret urlled from a visit to Jodi" 
and to Amritear, and the opinj~1I he \va xrre ing as -to the 
ev hts whicb took plMe there weI' beld by at ItO pet cent. of 
the Indian Civil Serl1ic throoghou llldj", and 90 per cent. of tbe 
.Kuro~"~peOllle. (ftear, hear.) The er taryof ' tate (PI' India 

time p:St, eutirely loat the confidellcc of the Iodi 
"lIIvi,,,.. (Cheers.) That w a very serio matter, and the 

of, t that ~f rnOOD woulrl ha e utterl,. 
ahr of' CODII no "'bieb mi,ht have been 

. OIer ]y in tb miqds of tlle 1 ndian Civil enloe, 
ut in the of the Brit: h ~rmy in Tndia. (Cheers.) It • 

diffioult, in t'he f300 of tba't a ttack, to make a moderate 
whicb \Vas m rely one long ituperatioo of General D,er 
action in India, aDd one long a pc I to rae1 I pall8i'onL (Va .... ':1;,7 
110 W'II fl'6J11fOQ to "r tblt Ge~or.I Dyer di<1~bt. ,_IV,.-, 
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Shel'lvood, the lady mis ionary who had been 80 brutally attacked 
altd left for dead, had written: "I am oonvinoed that there .... 1 
rebellion \11 the Punjab, and that General Dyer eaved India." 
(Cheer.) Allo:her wrote: "I strollgly protest ag"inat iuju 
'beiug done to General Dyer, who, I believe, did his duty and 

m UUlp a1cal)le horrors. In suoh a erisi only t~ on the. 
II Judg of wlnt BOtioll C!lll b) tak 0.' (Cheefl') ThE wbole of India 

ill volt· and rehellion ill thc early psrt of April, 1919. 
U14_16<1 ill TIw Timls lIewspaper that morning a leading 

illg for mod ratiolJ, and askiug why it w~ not poeaible to adopt 
eam n th at AmritiOQ,r 1\8 had beOl1 used i that qaeJIiDl of 

he moh at J,aboJ'c 011 April 19to a\Jd'12. If the Je.ter riwm 
the Thll Timrs had read tho vid~lIoe (iven befor tho Commi41ion he 
would hw eell that th 'noml, vho was in charge at J.,ahoR, 
Hooted that he cOll8id r d the 'Jui ting E lAbor was due 6(J per Ge 
t lhe action oE .r.neral D,er at mritsar. The actioll at mril:8ar 
of ' lIoral Dyer sPrJad aU throu~h the Punjab and partioularly ie 
tho town of Lahore. In Amritsar itsei£ all th fact,. showed hat 
OOllel'al Dyer \"1\ fn d wi th B I' belli n. If there was no rebellion, 
if thol'o wall mol' ly a 10 1\1 riot, it II' Iluit po iblo tb,t 
])yor Jtiight be oonvi 'ted oE inbu(mouity, lut if there was a rebeilion, 
a he hold thor IVa.~, then Il soati n of the eople were at war ith 
Goner,,1 .Dy~r. TIo had talk d to mOil 071 th pot both native ad 
F.nglish, Bond uati\'e om i(1.ls upportcd nor~1 Dyer to the utm08t in 
th actioll he wa takillg, and they a.1l test.ifiod that t,he iuhahit&ota 
knew oE th procla.mations and tho danger thoy would incur if they 
did not heed them. 

It IVa. not for tho 0 in t h Hou , who did 1I0t 1clJGW the bota 
aud hf..d not th knowledge that on rnl Dyer had and with all the 
re ponsibility on his sh ulder, to d r to say that he shottld 
havo aQ tained from shooting iufl r way he did. (Cb~rL) When 
it \l'a all ovor, IVa neral D 'er as ailed lIy tho people' :rot at 
all ; 1 h y cam ill their, thou andtf, and thauked him for the BOtion 
he hlld jk\kclI. (Choo .) (Ho \Va made a l-;illh, o.ud was pio ed 
to maroh round tb whole district, and pnci;y \t-thi blood·thirsty 
man 1 And let tLero be 110 n~ tak about it-Gcneral Dyer Wal 

cd by the hoi of the, ikh Illl.fiorh: (Loud choers.) Had he 
been meroly ocncernod" with tho distfosal rf a J'owd, hi.. action, he 
agreod, .... as unoalled for nd unue~es an , but if his action \Vas the 
only way to put down rebolJion, no on in tha.t Hottle was jo.t.iiied 
, condemning him. He called attention"to a speech tlelivered by 

b Illtii n lady (NBidl1) at a meeting held in JAIMon on Ju 3, lao 
lared that 0.1:. Aml'itsar Indian men find women w re stripped babel, 

».nz::rNl, (milt 1111'.1;;0. II l'(lPI'O~ utod that t G , and he 
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bis kllowloogt' Willit till.' tat m lit 
Wh t w id at tbi me till W th kind of 

. ment fA> hostility :agsin tour ntlo in India wbich am from 
ection of tb Indian communit. )n P hawl\r ho IMd 

of an xtr me cbaracter incitiJlg m n to rohellioll. 
of the Engli bmen ill the Arm and til ivil • 'er i in 

upheld the Briti h Sag ill very gr at difficulti , and 
om, ith their wives and children, were scattered 0 r t 

aud wile away from Ally belp, r. Joyn n-Hick 
fen nt appeal to the HOUle to tru 1; tho mon Oil tb sllot. 

Bn.adier-General Surtee. urg d bon. m ~e", to r mem 
e effect bat sp ech -"nd i Olr in tb t HOIl would ba 

pon native ill aU part of tbe Imtpir. If Briti h r tige ere 
ed the Emilir would 01 Illl . III 1 .J Goverllor }<~yr 

ved the European inhahi n of ,Tarnai a by prompt and 
Ig acti()II, for whioh h w p. GUt cl ns '(.11 Tt\} Dyer bad _no G neral Dy r had a imilar id a in hi mind. ill OailS 

00 the spot w fe tb b at judge of til itu ti n. "We coul<lllot 
81llT8Ilder In la even if we wi hed cl ,y t if a plebi.cite 
were ta,en tomorrow aa to who should rule India the result 
would be against us. If we did ftot hold India by moral wation 
we muat h("ld it by force, p"ssibly thinly velied, but un
.Ioubtedly by ff'rce." He ),Ji v d tha.t 00 l' I Dy r, hy bie action, 
IQV d the Empir from rioue dang r. 1r. Palmer )lao rightly 
aid they bad am st d plol'abl pe .ch tha day {rom the • 'ocr tary 
of ta':6 for India whioh would go out tl) our gron.t D pentioocy 
a'J an encouragement to la.wl 8ne alld tb fu7C 1\ of disorder 
whioh every sane and pa.triotic Engli bmall w&s anxiou, to bel • 
to rest in India. His attitude w uld f ed the flames of ant oni.m 
againgt him in a m:lnner whioh, in hi 100re reserved moments, be 
would uncerely regret., • 

Lieutenant Commander ,.. You' g UIIl' ~rvcdly supported 
the action of the oycrnmonbt of Indi, and tb • cr tnry of 
, teo Tbey were d l\liJ.g simply with 1\ ItU tion f the xercill6 

of profe88iOJ;al discr non hy a soldi r. .fI would fain take every 
'POiClt in {a"Qur of Gelleral Dyer up to the cl-iti J momcnt of t.he 
Olleltillg of fira at Amrl ·sa~ alld- &Ssum, tbat he Wa right in 
oponing fire. But &II to e cOJitinuanc of t firing. it was common 
ground that the shooting w more tbalJ It a yo to di peflj8 tile 
meeting. It was carri d 011 for noth r pUfpO e-for the .. 1.e of 
iotimidatioIT. Th t wa ~n extemiotl of the implc, definite, " 
eltablished 1'llle 6f. th U 0 of minimum of forca for the i 
diate circums which ought Dot to COUJltcnall od citlier in 
intero of in charge, for it extended eir area of jud out 
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from the situation immediately beIor them to the aiuation in ita 
wid st possible aspect., or in the intere t of the civilian population, 
for whom·the rule was the charter for the protection of their li 81, 
liberties, and aafaty from unduly violent action. 

Colonel Wedgwood said the question of importance ,... 
1aetber India was to remain part of the BritiSh Em ire or not 

Empire could only be preserved by the c~ratioD of Indi ..... 
neraL Drer'put the safety of English m 0 aod women in Amrit'IIR 

nation a) bQnour. That was wrong. His obarse &laiust Uelalil 
not that he had shot down Indians, but that be had ,wen 

_-lie""" history th greatest blot it ever had Since the burnin, of 
of Arc. Womoll and ohi~roo were of no iiopo~t&noe. The 

tint thing r.was English honor. If onoe India went inn • 
it would be ' all up with the 1:$ritish connection. Rule b)
of caste had cOllle to an end in thi world. A military Nsb" in 
India was absolutely impo ih)e uudu modern condition. TheJ 
must ta\e a hroad view of th British Empire and turn do D for 

ver the idea that it should he a J'eplit a of the ~oman lWIpiTe. 
Hon. members would re oHect how Macaulay's Lay' euded: 

"Then shall be great fear on all 
Who h ar the might! namo of Rome." 

That might hav 1 n attra tive wb 11 we 'ero YOUJ1,er, hut it 
would not do !lOw . III the end th y woold come to a 8ID8Ih it dk§, 
failed to utiHse their great power of helping other natiollL 

Mr. R. Gwynne id that the ecrotary for War'serror of 
judsment in Gallipoli i u d in dj aster, while General Dyer'e 
error of judgm nt according to th Report of the Commitaion was 
t any rate ucc s ful. But there was no sympathy for him on 
be PB{t of the right hOIl. g ntl man who cOlld mlled him holesale. 

As to th cr tdry of 'tate fot India he had misinformed the 
House ~nd had repeated things w.bioh were not tru i his sympathies 
had beell with tho who 'were 01 poeed to law I\nd order ill India, 
and hi prejudio had been Ilog&.in Ii tho who had been trying to 
D1aillt ill la.w nd orde;. Ha\'ing then traced • of event, 
in India he' a ked why t e Rght hon. gentleman did him· 
I If when he sa,. h full report in Augn t, the report icb 
h DOW condemn d General Dyef. l 

r. MoUl:alll- DQa the hOIl. ntleV:1an sugg st that I IlaW 

the re rt in Augu t 1 If he does, 1 ;y it is not true. 
1', Gwynn .-1 asked the ritht hon. gentleman why he did not 
himself. • 

Mr. Montagu.-I did not deal with the subjeot. I am sure the 
hoh. geIKletUan doe not want to mi represent me. I thought 
alread~ il1{or_ him that.I bad called for no report from ~. 
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Government of Iudi", becauee in May immedi tely after the occur· 
rence happ8nd, w d ',jed to Ilppoillt a Committee. I thought 
then that the be t thilJg to do w to await the fludin of that 
Committee. 

Mr. Gwynne, continunig, said thst the 
declared io their report that Geueral Dy r a8 ju ti6ed in the 
he had taken, and that he would hay heen guilty of neglice--'-"·' 
duty if bad done otherwiee. (Cbeen) Did not th ~. ~t&l'1 
know of that r port 1 W he IlOt COil ulted' .If he 

neulted, he W&lt oot' tifled io ooolillUil18' in office. (Loud oh 
The riabt hon. gl'ntieman had pJaced the Gov rllm t 01 Ilidia in 
hopeJeu poeition. In t&eir po tl, Y nid on tbillg, alld the 
riaht boo. gentlem80lJ, when l,r 1£ d 1 y hi ngitaling ri lid , Rot 
them to rev ree th ir rieciaion. ( hr.) 

Mr. Mootagu.-Doo tho bon. m mber ay J btouf!'ht (lro lire 
to bear upon tbe Gov rumont oUl1dia 1 • 

r. OW)'nn - Tb ir acti n i am zirg if y u did n 'by 
liid tbey sud Illy turn round 1 (Loud ch or .) 

Mr. Moutagu.-l deny absolu Iy that I put aoy pr ro upon 
the Oovetnm lit of India. Tb y waitrd to 1'0 tv ho Hunt r 
Report, theu mado tb ir d · i ion al commuljj at d i to me: The 
bon. gentleman i m king ] any foul churg s a ai/1st me which 
are not supported by the f . ( hr .) . 

Mr. Owynn .- harj;(e are foul wb n they are made against 
civilian!!, but tb yare 1I0t oul wh I) made against oldier. (I..oud 
eh rll) General Dyer is di ~ac daft r il4- ya re' rvic without 
trial. (Cbeers) Wh n the righ hon. g ntl rnl\1I i cl'ilici (J ill thia 
House he says the ch l'g. ar foul. At allY rata he is n t 10 illg bi 
office. I wish be wer. (Loud h ra.) If th right bOil. ' IItle· 
man continued in tbis WII.Y, w were going on tb l'igllt roM1 t I 
Iudia. Tbe most graceful thill iI 'ou ld do would b t.r ~ign. 
(Laughter aDd ('heel'S.) Th m n who w·j. depo/ ,d'l1 011 him fflr 
jl tice and utation in th Hou b 1. 0 1 n look'd after 

(Llbour Leader) said hat whil h tbought th 
e t had gont) the right way, 80 fl/or as h y h rl gOlle, the 

mbers wished t . pre s- th i1' al'prl'<i:di II of the ~,:or 
of tbe speech of the eer tary f, tate for l •. dil~ that day. They 
felt the minimum of r paraJion which t poopl of h.dia were 
entitled to demand had not- been made, aHd therefor tbe7 
would go infO the loLby, not for the purpo of r all iug the . 
tary fo Staf 's wury, but to porI: t IIgai! f hc a tioll of the 
ernment. in taking no tap to remoy those nditioh of repl'ellio 
which pro,·oked thoee jncidO/lts o£.disord r commotion flncb at 
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led up to the unhappy Amritw' alT"ir, II the i tHl to be deeided 
ill t.he lobhy wal the murd r of thel!e hundr.oo of Indialll IUid 
iaUury to thousand8 of them under conditiOIJ8 which sent thew to 
to th it doom like cattle he felt tha.t they ought to carry with them 
'.. rr large number of members who did Dot belODg to the ·I.abour 

• /y at all . 

• Mr. Bonar Law's Reply 
. Bonar.l w said ho thought that h' right bon. frieud 

• MOlltagu) WR/I in a fal80 f08ition (Cheera.) for the reuon that 
he had sa.id th(r 8U bj 0 t w. too large to ,mak'e it right for bim to 

An8wor porEOnal chM.,8 8, and it" a Dot POB ih) for him to anI! , 
t'X(,lIpt at th, ' pel of hi (Mr. Bonal' Law',,) tAking no l>1\rt ill the 
II Io.w. H waR 'iuito willin '" to ~;i \ place t bjru (~IOlltll!\U) Lut htl. 
thought it would not be wia (Ch er UJJd Jau!fbter.) The Hoo of 
CommOlJs was o.lwny; fair. I was ehtircly wroug to uPflOl6 that hi 
righfbol friend was especially r apoIJ8ible without the conjullction 
of th Cabin t for tho poJi y ill Indi. Th flret 8 p of the llew 
policy in India was tnk n 1 foro h heoam 'ecr tary of State. 

Apart from this illoid ut the debate had been 0. }lIIinful oue 
for hint. It was on of tho most lifficult ubjects whi h either 
Honse of ommolls or individual could attempt to deal with. It 
raia d issu s oi pr cisely tb . am ki lid, w r rai d in regard t 
GovlIlnor Eyr v ry long ago. The overl mellt bad to look at tb( 
oase, rIot froll\. Oil sid or tb othor, 1 ut to judg it a fairlyaa they 
could /\.Dd c m to 0. de i i u whi h th y thought beat iu a)) tbl.l 
circumstallt'o for th Armya. 0. whole. Thi they had done. Wbetl 
he fir t hoard oi th oc UlTellce h bar! that feeling of il ldigllation 
whicb had hcell oxpr d by many boo. mombers who took 011 "iew 
of the suhject. Whon it b cam neeessdry for the Go\'ernment to 
take 0. (i cisioll he had to xamji1~ tho e"id nc available, and while 
Oil th main i flU hi ol)infoll had ')~ot oho.lIged thr.t examit~tion bad 
m:lde him III l' sympath tio with ,·.]'onoral Dyer in the diffioulties in 
which that offic r wa placod. The HUllt Committee, in their 

(lort, said that what was't king )llace Wall not' a riot but a rebel
lioll. He did 11 ~ think that Mr. Asquith had dOllo jlbltioe to the 
diffcultit'f! of GOlleral Dyer. ,icral y r' proclamation bad heen 
followed ahuoat imm ,liat I by tb(\ issll of a l,roclamation by the 
r(' bol urging the peopl to nttcud the Tn .Ctil g. eneral Dyer bad 
the right to con iel('r very on I at the mooting guilty of opel! 
rebellion, alld that they W01'0 \l'obably there for the !\xpre purpoee 

ftoutir .g tho Gov J:)l mOJIt anrl howing tha.t tho overument 
d not mainbiu it power in tb city. eneral Dyer also kDe 

that the British in ·tho city WOI' very f w, aud that the military 
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fQrce Wall very am,uL He knew thel'f\ as great danger and 0" ry 
one adm'tted that there as groat d ng r of th ir gottill~ IItir Iy 
out of baud, lie had to tak all that into account, II h spoken, 
h. hoped, fllirly of hi "jew of Gencral D er' actioll hut tb t dj 
not in the leas alt r hi opinion that th actiolJ \' ntirely wrong. 
Tho Government wa bound to d clare thl\t ill it opiuioll it 
wrong. (Hear, boar.) Gelleral Dyer had himself admitted t 
tbough tbe bulk of the peopl w TO there to tlout the Go fllDlont 
there might have been many who were not aw of it, Tbe un 
C-cmmiuion said Oen ral Dyer would ha.ve been j u tifiod if tb rl) 

all danger of an att . (IIear, hMr.) But '1101' 1 Dye\' Iw'l said 
that wo.s not· what had in nc h il. lIo was d t mill d heCore b 
came there to hoot right away. \Vh II 11 Idiot wn 'II tho 1'0 j. 
tioll of rellre euting Martial J~o.w o.s i. wa. th n. if it wou have beon 
~ght from tho poiut of vi w [th pr t ction of his COI'eo to gil:o 
notice heforo firing, it WOos surely hi duty 0.1 0 to t1Jink of th 
moral poeitioll of tho 'overllm nt. (ri s 0[" h 1" and hOi r!!.) 

urely it .va. right to thilJk rIOt only of the irum diaoo' milit ry 
effect, but of t ft t on India IV! 0. whole, Th n xt gr nnd 011 

which th Hun l' otnmi iOIl criticised ellor I yer wa that ho 
CQntiuucd ftring long after h Ilhou hav topp d, With . ery 
dOBir to put him olf, so far n h could, in n 1'1\1 y 1" place 110 

agrood with that criticism, aTld th 1'0 was 110 po sihlo ju tificatioll 
tbit he ('ouM 8 for the oontinuane of the hooting fO\' tho longth 
of timo that Gen r I Dyer diu. . 

It WM quite trno t110.t pr bo. y most of the p opl wh wore 
in the Jalliallwala Bagh, aIm t like shoep in a POll, W l' tIl I'e in 
rohellion, and that if th y had the courage and had chos 11, h(·y 
might havo rushed ho ' small force, but General yer 1111.d IItated 
dolillitcly that thac wus not an el nen which weighed with ljftiJ in 
the feat. His defellce wItS quite dift rent, and it was that d fOlJ('{ 
-he wa going to put thi so m ' y to be Houso- wllicll aho\'o 
ev.rything else made it nec ssary Jor hi overnmont or any O\'-

rl ment of thi countr~', if it w to retain 'he reputation it had 
always had, to rep iate his act ion, b ere,) 'n ra.l Dyer's 
defenoo wo.s that what he did wo.s to produc a ral (t cL UpOIl 

tho Punjab. If tbe Govern nt one cepted the principle tha.t ill 
inflicting puni liment on noyonq they were to eOl/sider n t m l' Iy 
what the persons were guilt of, out hat tho· eft ct of the punish· 
ment would be on othe. peopl ,th e would be no end to it. (Ch ore) 
It as a prill"iple which w. oppo d to the whol!} history; of tbe 
Britisll Empir Ilo(] a principIa which would never be juitifi 
(Cheers.) He was v ry sorry that the subjec had beep treaWd with 
iIO much hoat. The Government had tried to d 0.1 with it fairlr anef 

P. LT. Apr. 16(a) L.... __ ...... ;.... 
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justly. There were deadly enemies of British rule in India ho 
made charges which every hon st man here 6Ild in I dia kn to he 
falae. 0, that he waa noli afraid, but he should he afraid of doirlS 
anything which might give them the right to .y that we treated 

.lndians le88 hirly than we treat d other ubjp-cts of the Crown. 
( een.) 
• 

reuuction 
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The ' Notorious Le~r 



252 O'DWYER' , LETTEr. TO 111E PRE'~L [MOR ... POST 



• 
AGAl.\T, 'T IlC\1'EJ: 1'I:.'PORT 



• 
2r).j. O'lJWYE}(/ , LE1'rEll 1'0 l'l1E pR};.·'~ 

,~hlLl'sh Government which hAd pursued a policy of ompuleion in 
regard to recruiting and the Wax Loan, and a 88.vage ,'indictivenell8 
toWaIrlB (be educated classes, whom it had antagoui d. Thi • 
• viseroua counter-ofTen i~'e, pllilhod with great skill and perlliswnee, 
had produced extrllordi nary r.l ult~, both in India and her , by 

ime the Hunter Committee began its work. 
Bad the inquiry start.od directly Ilf the diaordera were 

the true f3Ct could have been fully and easily ascertained. 
ydanb m' lettol' ill tho Times of JUlie 1, 19'0 brings out 

at the middle of May 1919, when the tl\emory of e enb! wy 
ft fresh, the {(IP'lling of all classes ill iho "Pu'/jab,. s:pr8NI' 
eir loader's addr s wa no of intense roliaf at the )Irompt 

"11 ppressi 11, (y tho ffcet·i vo me~hods of marti 1 law, of outbreak. 
'hieh I't'at<m d to involv ih wholo provin in bloodahed an 
which A.lly of th m T'gardad ,\ th r lilt of an "o .... nis d con
Kpimcy" It may b noted"h r t)lIJ. both Mr, andbi nd Mrol. 
J~ sa~,t similar I nguu!\, I~t th tim. But, as t.h6 lIlemor'!' of 
th h rrors from whieh they had boell av d grow fainl, as'tlM! force, 
of n itation alld intimid tiol! m ~nto oporation, and til iot' of 
S',n ornmont tow;\l'ds the PI' mo 1'd f l' l>oJliolJ bowed.a' iotant 
alteratfc,n, tit vi WB f th \ n or way rillg cha.nged. A 10000i II 
Mabamm dall g nll mo.n in tb Pnnjab in May, 1919 took a prWllllent 
pI~rt ill pr ~ lilting an o.ddro from th ~ 0hnmmcdan of the province 
to tho l,i 'll nail GOI'6mOl', st.J.tillg that th riot a.nd di t\lroaIlC~ 
w ra tho l' \lIt of a.1l "ol'galli 'd cOllspir y," but that "tho ituation 
waa 1!00ll got w 11 in hand by u ing tho peody and off, tive m thoU 
of m:uli,u] W ; and ) ellcefnllif i onco m r VO ible for tit law 
at.idiJlg citiz I.. of onr chief towns," III M y, 1920, tili sam 
gent] flan, nolV 1\ m mb r of th- G v rom lit of India, conaid r (e& 
r;\ro.grl\ph 21 nud 36 of tM ov rnm nt of India D6IlJ.>atch) tbat 
'th r ,'loing 110 ol'go.ni d or prll('on oivw conspiracy to subvert the 

Bt'itish l'ulo b hind thes ai tUl'ba~lee ther W.J, LO open rebellion 
u. ullog d and no.ill tifipJ.tioll ill 011 qu nc for the proclamation of 
martial law," H has al 0 the hardihood tolAdd that "the diatur-
1nno on an aft r April 14 in th di trict of fGlljrll.nw~1 , Gujrat, 
and Lynllpur "of tbo re ult of tho tommotiot'l \l used by the 
J alii· n waill. BSih affair" . t; r III 

Hi viow I as tho' ! of th ollly,TJldia,. merob r or th Gov rn
·mont of India and th only 0110 wh dis" lIts hom his colleaguo , have 
pOl'hapa inH\leuru the deci iOIl of tho Dome Government, and make 
it necessary 6\'el) a.t thi la.to tage to how ,,-hat th arJ ·orth. 

IMF6ri:unately, thor nr not typical o[ tho e of tho grea.t roi~S8 of people 
n the PUI\.il~b' wh in war auel ill p a , ha\' PI'OV d them' Iv~ 

tn,e to I h ,ir lilt aile!" rue to their word. -
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d cieion ie accepted and emphasised in the orders of the 8eCretar1 
of 'tate. 

ow, "in ju tioo to the officer in queetion, who were suddenly 
called upon to exercise novol and unplea eut responsibilities without 
any adequate inltruotions to guido them, their position Ihould be 

olear. In a telegr~m of Avril 16 the Punjah GoverJlment, ith 
to pre enting auy luch irregulariti by porienced ofIicer., _.ljfJr4 propoeed a detailed sch me for keoping the adminiltration 

#JI;lIIIIIil'tIilailaw under the control of the civil authoritiel, and had 
, gUll to giv etrect to that echeme. This, in fact, i the 

ayetAlm whic th Huuter Oommittee, ~e dovorODlent of India, 
and the If mo Government now gafd as esscntial to the proper 
administrati~1 of martial law. But the overnment of India in eir 
tolegram o. Ml, da.ted Aprill , refused to accoptour proposala, and 
hold tbat "martial law ba.ving b ell d elared.. . all further power of 
llro r:ribing otron s, pena.lti cour, 1'100 procedurd for tl'ying the 
same,"are sted ill the n tal ffioer Oommanding, and h only 
can exorci ethos I)()W01·. Thel' i thus 110 i wet in the 
Lieutenant-Governor to link tho line propo ed ill yo r tele,raJD. 
Th y ugge tallY actiOll 1I11'ead 'taken should be ra 6 d .b, 
.enernt officer mmanding." 

Th( Puniau Govotllment had r 1110tantly to gi,'o It: t to thsee 
ord r . Th reault wa tha.t officer, milttary and civil admmu; f

ing martio.l iiH wer d priv d of tho bon fit of authoritative advice 
alld guidance from tho Oivilndmini. tra.tion. 

Is it ju tb tin th ooircum Ia.ne th y ' h uld be llUDiahed for 
ir gularitie dno to ignorance, llovel condition, or even to exec sive 

11 The Governmont of Inoia appear to h(we overlooked this 
«)rresl'V)l]d no. The • ('rotary of tate in Paragraph S of his 
d spatrb, r f 1'8 to it when 'be ~ay thn.t I "had fnjdontly OOll
tomplu.t(,d arrangemeJl by wb' h cidl officer would be accorded 
l\ recognised r,o ition to advi on ilitl\I'Y admini tration." I wont 
far h 'olld 'ontem pll.\ting" suc Mfangment ' ; I had actually in
troouc d them, but llad to cOllcoa.1 them under luperior order.,. 

( . 
Delay in Di,clos;ng Facti 

A mo t important poiut' he dda in aoquainting Patii&.mcnt, 
th publi, and tb F .! s with a. hast r.b broad fact. 
di tlll'ba.noo . otbil g ha done 1U0r~ to pr judice tb CII. e of 
Gell rl\! Dyer and the oth r offic r II.dmllJi tering martial 10.\ with 

Press and ) ublic a h()IU th n the su picioll tb thing had 
done by thorn wili h could not t nd tho ligl1t of ritici m, and 

1F>O_Il'into • ere toorefor eonc alod or milJimi~od by them or by the 
thor' ill Inditl. 
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very 6rst opportunity. If I did not do 80 fully enougH, then tho 
fault ia oertaiuly 1I0t hi , but reata either with me or with those who 
were ques IOniug me. But, as 1 ha.v 1l1ready said, there Wail, even 
.. far back as June 30, little room for doubt as to the 8uhstantiGl 
facta, vis, the oircumstanoes in whioh he opened and maint&iued 
ere D the prohibited assemhly on April 13 causing death casualtiee 

.. the time, he roughly put at abouWOO, but which the 
toaple up,to-date inquirie put at 379." 

.. 
Leadint point. in .the cue •• 

, have brougt ' orward the abo 'e facts illohope of th:-owing light 
on oertain ma liers which are still m what obscure a.nd of secoring 
a full and nimble cOllsidera.ti~n of the cases of thoso offioers 
whoso action b been c nsured or condemn d. 

I hal' 110 oriticism to offer Oll th findings of the ~orit1 in 
regard to myself exc pt that still adher to my opinion. which tho 

ovo'nm . t of Illdio. a.nd the llome ov rnment appe r to accept, 
that General Dy r's action Q.t Amri at· on April 13 ma.&hed the 
r bellion at i~' !\puree, and thu pr vent d widespr ad hloodsl\edt 
rapille, and the murder of Europ lns in th PUlljab and 'probab~y 
lsewhere. III the words of th majority" a movement rbich bad 

started in rioting, a~ld become a r bollioll, might have rapid I,.. 
d v loped ill a r voluti 11." ~ 

The points I do wish to bring out are-
1. Thllt tb c ropo itioll of the Hunter Commi co as a wholo 

was dofectiv , and th miJJority wa not ~p rti 1. 
2. That the interval o[ six month tw en the di80rd 1'8 and 

tb oommell emant of the inquiry seriol! ly prejudioed the results ill 
am nJlf"r ullfavo mble to the offi ra onoerned. 

3. That the snop of tue inqniry wa unduly limited by the 
terms of.r foreue which x?lud Q\\lcutta. and P hwar. 

4. Thl1t evon withiu t h limi 1\ igncd, th Commit.teo did not; 
(')ov l' all th ground, haYing omitt~ 1 fr m cOllsidor.ltioll the judi iaol 
finding in th on piraoy anp other trials. • . 

l>. Th t, COilS quently, their conclu iOil t6o.t, Oil tb bvidenoe 
hefore th ro, ther { notllillg to ~o\V a pre-arrlUCl'd"oonlipiracy is of 
little value. ', ' . 

6. Th t, imil tly, '~h ir ond mll -tion {of the sent nce of the 
Martial La Commi "ions 1\ unduly YOf, 1 not ju tifie<!. 

7. That, the offioer· ngl\g d i;\ rapr ing th d.MllIu .. , .... 
{lr judio d hy the d l!l.Y ill I ubli hing'tlle broad 

DUlill",aK.8-'a delay lor which th y wer in no way ro pon ible. 
. oolnlemnation ( pooiruly by til minority) of officer 

for irreg'ularitie· ill t~ dmilli ' tratioD of martial law i not justified I 
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Reply of Dr. H. M. Bashir · 
of Amritsar 

~ . 
Dr. Hafiz Muhammad Bathir of Amritsar eent the foil 

t..I.r te e pre ... 
• , ODe had liked to believe that after uch a ' thorough e potI1ll'e 

I'ttobg oond mnation even by respollsibka..lnen of his 0 n kith 
the • Pnl888ianism ' practised by • ir M. O'D'" er durin« 

_rflil~ht., the hig}lest office in the Punjab, tb gaUI'nt • 'jr Micbael 
_hLl,,_ ... I".,. a quiet coruer UIICXPO d to publi gliB), to mminate 

_"hAl~R eveu tp r pent, nay to shed a tear or two in remorse for 
the atrocities rrp ra.ted on a rae 4wJf.ch hits !~h,aY8' and specially 
recently spilt ,te I,recious blood in nbundallce to mailltain the dig
,.ity of theu- augu t 'o,'ereign. But to xpect thi . from a man of 
Sir Micbeal's dispositon is to xp ct impos ibilitics. ready 
iml)Ouible task of forgetting l'im is beiu rendered till difficult hy 
his p reietrllt campaign ogainst the Pnujabi.. Hc had adopted a 
strong attitude f bo tility again t tho educated commGflit of 
PurJjab in partic1tl p.r arid of India in gen ral. An educateM man was to 
him a a red rRg to 'the bull ill the coullcil, alld outsid , in 
in publit functiol18 wh r vet and ~'heueyer h OJ1 lied ." 
, agitalor' in hi mind wr ynouymou with ,. • ho 
Can v r r.os8ibly II.ll'get the imme e wrong dOll to lId hmuedi ;t 
illjuries iufliuted 011 this community1 Hlllldrecl of t were har.d· 
euffed, f ,tter d, lock d in o1itary c U, ill nlted humiliated. 
Thoul8.nds of heal·th and h me were br ken lip a.nti de utated by 
act of tyranny and l1igh·hand dn s p rpetJ'l\t d in the lIamc oi 

and Ju lice. 'l'h lInjustifia 1 old alld calruln.ted IDaseacrs 
hUll r dB, ot His Maj sty's VlO t loya} and I IV n.bidillg subjects, 

ndering til ir cbiJdl'er> home l\lJd p nlliles dependants for their 
tnero exi tcr:co Oil the hnrity of ~b nation h noW OOeu proved 
beyoud doub even out or th alJar% klligbt' 0\ II mouth to be dne 
to him mor than to G ueral Dyer. 'hile tbe arm that played tbe 
ha,' w tho. of th I!h ral, the brain tbat sorely 
• 'ir Michael'. Thea " ho t of otber atts II and 
mercy hr\Vo immort li 1lame which will he handt'd do\\'n to 
po8terit.y a that (If otle oC the ~~l\te f; be"l6fMtOrs of th Puujalii8. 
I onder why he took mueh pain .to g +; 'addl'e ',en,ineered 
"nd wby IIlAI1T bf the Punjnbi w r "ore d to eulogisc 1Itm against 
the dietat of' ir collsci nce. Toere' j 1:0n among th., living 

the bo e memory shall b cheri!\hod with mo'"e devotion 
10 e n of thi the real frieLd of the Punjah. The iUllumer-

he vy gl'OOllB and heort·J' nding grumbling!! alld the superabon
of siAh romi...,,., out of onr hearls vory day bear a clear 
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• • THE DYER DEBATE 
existence, Mor than 200 of their Lordships, tnOI~ of them .. 
innocent of that pampered chamber as f India, atteftd4d and a v ry 
" distinguia:¥d" gathering of Peerc8Iles -and 'fa4h' , -eoeiet -

omen, reeking caVito.lista and other ftiends &11 re of th 
oro of tho Punjab" lent an imposing air to the. Ilmb),. , The 
kw&r of Baroda, tho Maho.rani, and other-hid' l»rincElII and 

nobl en allO attended. 
loord F' laad been well Lnoled f6 job. He stuck to 

th CMe ~f er~l Dy r throughout, without ny concern for the 
",.Vel' i_I invo'\'ed for the people of India or a word of 

6th, for tbe innocent ictimlt ot ~ Iltassacre. He con
demned tbe pa~i. lsJ;rlp 'whioh thedJId'ian ~ Irr( m I'll 0(· the HUTlter 
Committee bai (li play d and dopioted th dill&d antaBell under 
w hioh tho ado cd officer laboured. . 
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Secretary of State reaervee the right 'Of Jlubli8hing this Jettel, but 
before doing 80, propose8 to await your reply, up Wedneada.7 
morning, the 12th July. ... I am, 

our obedien rvant, 
( d.) S. K. BROW . 

, Second Letter 0 Mrs. Naidu. 
tlndiaOfficc, Whitehall, . W. I 10th July, 1920. 

r 

.. Mra. Naidu's Reply 
pe.r Sir, , • 

I 'n receipt of the I ttel'l of be 9tu 
1IIIft;9M11' y at our direction, • 



ON L\'DIA WOllE Ol'Tlt4.GE 

edly caUed u •• ahe-aaaea, bitches, flie8, and 
~ lAid.; "You were iu the me bed8 wittt lOur bUI ..... ~ :j 



'80 •• - NAIDU-MONT.r4CU 'ONTBOPEll Y 
why did you not prevent tb~ from goins out to do lO1Mf' 0 
fOUl' skirtA will be looked into by the villafJe con tables.' H. p.e 
me a kick ~, and ordered U8 to underto the e of f ..... 
0Ul' 6t'" b1 patllriDl oUr band round the lep hile bent dOllble. 

Thu treAtment W&8 m tel~ out to WI in tho abe8noe of out men. 
lao fire aWAY at tile :8&bga]OW." 

his statement WIIS corroborated by 
made ~miJar at&tpments. • 

• 
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• 
The Ue ion of ,Impeachm n 

And Climinal Proc ding Against • 
[)y and O'Dwyer 

Early in 1920 the A1J-lndia Congree COlJ\llllltMe 
the C Me rai-ed by the Punjab affairs to eminent Cou_lIIia'E:rur 
or..opinion. 'It we.d'o e with a vi w to a ert '. 

ROW fa. it wo Jd be po ible ~ the effendin, Rid I witla 
'mine) reeponaibility. 1'h teadirg Counsel, ' . Willi"", 

Henry Upjoho. K. C, to wh9m the paper. were entrultf'd i .. 
II known u e high and leadinlt auth"rity on eon titutionnl 

. Mr. Upjohn .. y': - • 
The 0 ,jDiOl ~V(' hrwl' fot nl tI /' ;\11 1'011\ flnjl'"tly I II 111111"1' 

t ht, f,,!lmt j pad: • 
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ON TIlE Ql·E~rlO.N OF lJfPE.1 'llMEK1' 

wbol' of thl' In'iflcIIN', 
tbat rollcctt'd Ity thl' 

call h IlO dOIll.t. to th 



Uf' Dr.£): .I.HI U /I".1'.£'}: 
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in our opinion, tho EnSlish Indemnity 
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