
THE INDEMNITY ruLL 
THE PREAMBLE. 

Whereas, owing to the recent disorders in certain d~I~Jr~ctl 
Punjah and in other parts of India, it has been nee tll_ 
purpose of maintaining or restoring order to resort to 1arth 
and whereas it is expedient to indemnify the officers of 
and other persons in respect of the acts and matI 
ordered or done or purporting to have heen ordered ( 
purpose of maintaining or restoring order, provided t1, 
matters or things were ordered or done in good faith and 
able belief that they were necessary for the said purposes, 
as certain persons have been convicted by Courts and othe 
ties constituted or appointed under Martial Law and it is 
to confirm and provide for the continuance of the 
passed by such Courts or authorities, it is hereby er 
follows: 

THE AC·T. 
(I) This Act may be called the /lltitlll1li{v (short title) A 
(z) No suit or other legal proceeding whatsoever, whetr 

or Criminal, shall lie in any Court of Law against any officet·s \. 
Governmept whether civil or military, or against any Qther per 
acting under the orders of any such oRicer for, or on aCCOUQt of, 
in respect of any act, matter or thing ordered or .done or pufportr. 
to have been ordered or done by the pUI'pQ~e cf maintaiqing or 
re~toring order in any part of Brit ish India ·Ih or after the 30th of 
March 1911) and before the commencement of this Act by an.}' such· 
officer or person, provided that such officer or person has atted in· 
Flood faith and in a reasonable belief that his action was neces8~f}; 
f~r the said purpos('s, and if any such proceeding has been inslitut~d' 
b~fore the passing of this Act, it is hereby discharged. 

'(3) For the purposes of Section 2, a certificate of a Se<;rda4" 
·to the Government that any act was done under the orders oftTtu 
officer of the Government shall be conclusive proof thereof, and! ~ 
actiOn taken for the said purposes shall be deemed to have beet{' 
taken! in good faitb and in -a reasonable belief that they .were 
De¢e8~~"", unless the contrary is proved. 
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(4) EverYpei'sonconfined ijnder and by virtue or_.~~. 

passed by a Court or other authority constituted or appo~tedQoder 
Martial Law and acting in a jud\cial capacity shall be deemed to. 
have been lawfully confined, and shall continue liable to .confineatlint 
until the expiration of such sentence or until released by the GovernQi: 
Genenlo1'in Council or otherwise discharged by a lawful authority. 

Where, under Martial I,aw, the ptQJlerty of any ,persOl1 
n taken or used by an officer of the 'Government, whether 
mili:tary, the Governor-General-in-Cound shall pay to such 

a rleonable compensation for any loss immediately attribu
to Sl ch taking or using to be assessed upon by a persQ,n 

'[;' jud cial office not inferior to th.at of a District Judge to be 
Ited the Government in this behalf. 

\'01 lil,g in this Act shaH (a) apply to any sentence passed 
, "It inflicted by or under the Martial Law Ordinance, 191~, 

(,/; bar a full and unqualified exercise of His Majestys 
~iving or rejecting appeals to His ;\rajesty·in-~ouncil 

l L [any qnestion or matter to be decided therein, or (t') 
c institution of proceedings by or on behalf of the Govern; 

.Lst any persoll in respect of any matter whatever. 

OBJECTS AND REASONS. 
fl)llowing is the Statement of Objects and Reason.:.... 

:>bject of the Bill is to indemnify offi<;ers of the Government 
r persons for adS done bonafide ill the course of Martial 
'ing the rt'cent disorders and to provide for the continuance 
sentences passed by the Courts established under Martial 
.such legislatior. is inevitable after a period of Martial Law, 

~1l ps in nature an extra legal proceeding of the 9fiicers called 
j on to the onerous and difficult duties in a time of emer-

mey a' . reasonable protectIOn. The Bill goes no 
lJrth .. er than is to effect this purpose. It gives protection 

-only to the acts good faith and in a reasom.ble belief that 
they., were the iJurpose of restoring or maintaining 
order. It thus leaves open the question of fact in any given case to 
be considered by the intended Committee. of EnqUiry, and does 
nothing to prejudice the Committee's findings or the action which 
the Government may take upon its report Again, while continuing 
the operation of.: he sentences passed by Summary Courts estab
i),shed under Martial Law, the Bill does not affect appeal from the 
lsentences passed and punishments inflicted by the Commission' 
lappointed under the :\[artial Law Ordinance, 19' 9. The Bill more.: 
)Vb~ provides for the payment of compensation in respect of 
\roperty taken or used during the Martial Law. 



'fhe Indemnity Bill. 
("lJ,l.l.owlngMart.lal Law In the Punjf.''bj 

'Debate in the Imperial Legislative Coundl. 
S/mla-1Bth September 1919. 

On the Motion to Introduce the Bill. 
':l'iit~ HOYIJLE NIlt WILLIAM VINCENT:-" My 

~P., !t~O\"l' £(11' leave to illtroc1u~'e n Bill to indem~ify o~ 
~~I'lLnl~mt and othe\' penml}!" III I',(,sl.~~et of cortam a<;ts dt)Qer: 
~r"i1adlltl law, aud to IH'(H'Hle .for other mutter .. In (!OJ;l;' 
n.Qet.i~,Hwl'('with, 'l'hil-! m(,USlll'e, my Lord, bus been the sub-

~
·~,~,~:.,~tf;O ninth ~iscu8sioll hotl~ ill the I)l'es8 and by ,~t11er 

rUJle'tt~nt alltllOl'ltw~, that I tl1lnk J ought t,o sd ·~rut .~llC~ 
"1\111c~1 ill fo1onH~ deluil tI)(' l'\'aS01l8 that have letl the' (Jo~(~rtl .. 
~ll'rit. ,to introduce tIlP hill at tllis momeJlj,· IIald tI). 
I'J.:'plllill Xl'rill.till thp ('fh'd of, ai any rate •. tlw 111Or_ 
lmp()rjant, dun.scQ 4)f tIl(' Hill; mal I will ask f .}:j.on. ~.p .. ~ 
M'flIllh<~l"B, til bsttm to lIll' as carefully !u! .tpey ea~,'~~: 
folluw ,in particular thl' detailed statement' nf" ! th~ 
pffed of the daus('!'<, to "i('''' this maHer without 4W,,· kind 
f,il.ias and to w,t rid of UllY misapprehension as to the' llltet.": 
t4mls of GOV\'l'Ilment. or as in tlw meaning' of the; Ad, which 
ni~'y' haw heen ereated hy writing'" or speeches outside tb'is 
Cou~lcil. 

:My Lord, whel'cwl' mal1:ial law i~cl81'ed, as it W8S 

t:iNi'll.tly in the Punjab, it innvitahly follow8 that 'speedy llnd 
l\ecisiv8 nl'fioll has to h(' tak(~n hy the executive, offi.te1'8of 
~vernnlt'nt for the resttlmtioJl of oreIer. Not only docS"'tli'is 
I'P!lpl;msibility lie dircetly on the supreme military &tnUlunder, 
bllt aUto ,()U. thot-lc who are sllbonlinate to him; tb,at is, he 
~iVe!! ofdcrs·.whlch he fhink" Iweessary, and it.is tbeir bounden 
aut! tO$' ~arr~. p.ut tl~()!W orders. It follow8 that £~eql1ently 
,(:hoo. 'whwh 11 JU8~ am\. l?ropcl', though not necessarIly legal. 
18fak~It by thefe authorJ1IQ~. 
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• tntut s of this d s ription hnve been inmria bly, or almost invilrillbly , 
pa8sed after tb df'terlllinntion of a period l)f civil war or di turban('c 
and th very objl\('t is protect offi ers and otb ra wbo in the int 'e t 
of tb!'it' COUlltr~ have in tim of common danger punu d an ill '.&1 COlll'$C 

of conduct,' 

hen notations ur fl'om 011 of the g-rea.t st writ ers ou 
'011 ti futional LAw Dicey, In fu ct, " know t t WbPll

ev I' ther 11ft been un in ul'l'ection OJ' civil war or inyu 1m 
by a for jgn pow 1', Ad of thi . cburnet r have invuriablv' 
been pn ed. Tb r wu ne in Eng-lund nib'!' th(' in lllT{'C
tion of 1715, agnjn alt r 1745; we bacl on in tbi c untry 
:nfter 1 57, und more tban one in tnnce of U 11 ~ t i to b 
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• In ol'del' to pre,' nt the OCl'ur!' IIC of rl'lll'ett.nbl 
learly understood thnt the ill stitution of 8ummn.r 

'tllt S nor ju tili the committal of XCC8ses, eith r in Ule maint lULn 
rd or in e.n[orl'i ng outldienc of martini reguilltions 01' the fli tion 

of punishment, It ,'nnllot lJe tHO ('Ieflrly impres8 d up n all rankA t t 
'mpomry 8Up ne8~ion of the ordinary prl}ee8~ of civil law by the intro. 

ductjon of 8umm ry law 101'8 not II ! '10 thut jURtic cell8 to b odmini.t red ; 
(Ill the (!t,ntrnry, th· ~u~pensiull of the usual suf,'gunrds mak it doubly 
imp rativ that all (rJnccl'ued Hhould bear in mind thllt it i8 up to tb 1II 
to s that j u8ti,'e nnd Ilot il'l'espollsiul violellf! is Ildmil~i tllr d.' 

, It it! hm\'('Yl'1' (. PHtin] that thr milital'y lluthOl'itlC' ill 
uell PO (> IJOuid hay(' powe)' to ('0111(> In wift d ei iOll (I () 

mo t importaJlt l'ilnl'af'il'l'; POWl']' 10 Ink(' prnDlpt ociioll on 
an matt l' affe(,ting the Ht at; pow!']' to pUJli h summarily 
and effe(·tiv( ly tho t' who l'ndlmgl'l' thl' Iwar ' . 

•. lfy L01'd , it rua b aid that martial law wa not ))(' ('(>s-
(try iu the Punjab and that ih OVl'mlUt'Tlt mud(· ami tolc, 

in procluilning it. I do not 1'1 k to fll'~UC that poin 110W, I 
b lieve th t any uc,h cour (' w01l1(1 1)(' llnfail' ·10 tb rOJl-

Tn <1, primari1. or iudirl'dly ( 'o1('{'r")]l'd , Ulltil t Il ,vitI }\('(' 
Ilr the Iud 113 he n r(>('orded h.Y the' 'oTluuitt·(' ,f In ql.lir.v , 
The de j ill 1 Oll that nottrI' mu t J'(' i with til 'olllm,ittN' 
in u, grE'ut mea nre all( a.ft r their 1'f!pol't hn b 'n r iv 11. 
will oth r aut1lOriti , nut, ine p6ctivc of thi qU(' tion, tIl(' , 
"po it ion of our offic r lUU t b . prot ted. I do DO know if 
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I mnke my H clear un tha point. Wbat I wi h to ay is 
thi ;vb th r mudial law w il' > ar or nor ottr OffiN'!' , 

our'subQrdillatc offi· r W l' bound to tarry ou their clulie • 
and to giv ff ct to th ord r given th m and th rll11no 
be l't nuli cd Olt that a<.:e unt. I think the 'a ha be n 1 

'lourly put 011 thi point by a "Titer in, I. thillk~ th ' '~'·il 
tU.d ljil1buy uzett 'l'ecently, 11 call ( lID oJ All Indulll 
~t\ldl'n of on titutionallaw' or by some suell t itle, I om
JUl'll(] that fll'til'le to the on. iclemtion of Member of thi 

OUJ (lil. 
, •• '0 ar I hav been d ali])g with th pur: of thi Bill 

whi ·lJ df' 18 ~ ith ind m,nifying officer of uv mment, Tilt> 
oc'emel part deals with the yalidating to a (, rt~in e"·t nt of 

ft number of ellt nr;e whi 'h haw b ·'ell pa eel. I ball 
plai]. thi in detail la te]', but it is f'lenl', as I aid before, ih· 
whcll'e military officprs nrc gi veu pow r to is u certain orf! ~ 
it is s ·ntiaf thnt they 110111<1 til n have autbOl'ity ~o en
force tllOs order's, Ther lUU t be som sundion behind tll Dr, 
Aom Pf)W I' of nforcing ord(·1' Sf) ·edily and l'ff'ertively Ill} 
in ffiniY nil <> - in faet I believe Ihi is t1lP normal ('oUJ 
fU1mmal'Y Olu'tA 01' nppoinh'd In ndminl trl' ju tiC' in tnl Ta 
r1.l'cnrt'\shmre, Th(l do )101 deal llOJ'IDully with all cl'iminal 
case, but only with ro uri ing out of, a' bl'rllrh of milihu 
]'('gulntjon oj' rflSP ('OlUI eled wilh the' eli lnrb:lllres, and I 
heli yp lam' right, 0 fur as Ihe> Punjnb i r.on('ern d, i 
Aoying that lhe dlltir of the llmma1'Y oud wer ('on
finel] to l11i (,lu of C' n c ; but I peak ub,iect to orr ctiou 
on tll1 muHrl'. II' i omctim uppo cd that the . 
Courts, how V(lI', d u1t only with prtt fl' nres, urh a 
Ill' lIC'hes of military Inw J'egulntion 'l'hat i un ('ntir ly in
rorred ' ns \lmption, uncI if Hon 'ble Mem bpJ' will the
• tn.t<'l1l(lnt thot, I think. wus luid on thl;\ tabl h re l' e nt! , 
if not I ,,·ill llav(' it 0 pIa ·ed, they w:ill that the ummar 
,ouri c1enlt with many ofl'enr of great grayit '. u h II al' CD. 

t11eft , l'i()ti11~, hI' aelle f tllP Ruih-ray d - an<1 tIl" 
l' oll~ v r'y 1'i011S no off n e unde· th(' 'I' leg1'aph rt, 
whirl ]~ nlly III ant th(' ndan l'inlI I')£. all eomnlllllic ti0118 
110th bet" ('n th Lora1 o'\ernm nt lind their om I' and 
1 two n thr OY<lrl1luent of LIdia and th Local v mm nt. 
Many of Ih<> e n1<>n ar llQ'" lU1fl ,r eonDncnwnt, and I want 
io mllk(' it r1 or to the OUD('il tllat" unl(' th ir ('onfincm nt 
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8e1£ shall b much urpri d and di appoint <l if the Coun il 
will not give protoction to offi l" tor a'tion 0 thi character. 
aotions whirh ar morally right though til y may be I gaIly ' 
wrong, that i , u ·tiOll for ",hi'll no tI'i t legal ju tifica i n 
can b 1,llad out. If thi 'ouncil 8y tha in u time nf thi 
chura tel' wh >n the country wa in great diRol'del',- Hl1l1 
put it v 1'y mildly,- offi(, 'I' who acting thE' unllrI' tunding 
thllt martial law bac! been pro 'laimcd by an uuthority wludl 
is sup riol' to them, over who e adion the ho,o 110 ('ontrol. 
i £ offic'ers acting OJl that a umption ftnd ael ing V(1710 fiJiI ' 
nnll pr~de ,tly reUl'!Olltthly IIrc not 10 be prot(' -1:('(1 b oY(~ 'n
mE'ut, t'hen the futul'( pro peds of 'ove mlUE'nl tlfficf'r is '-er.y 
I:! 'l'iOll. liow ran allY roembE'f' of thi oUllMl pxpe't un 
officer to [l,t confidently, firmly nnd d('('i iwl)- if h Jmow 
tllat thi Legi lativ(" 'ouneil and tho ('\('J'llment will l'epu
eliuto his action ui the fir t OpP(U'l unit r? I II not ('ntitJ d 
to com clown hen' amI say 'I han· dOlle w1l lt I \Tn told. 
1 haY(1 tll,j d P rf ctly rea onably, ha,p nd d ftlil'ly, h\lye 
:lelHd b01la fid!'; now gi,o 111C Ibut protE'C'tioD "hi h I am 
('ntitl cl to by nn ('onstitutionlll prnrtiee.' My Lord, 'n a 
Jt olu1ion]>1l b]i hed by I his O,l'1'nmf'n t OlDP lim agvl, I 
l1Tink clming the pCl'iotl of lhl' tli Illl'banl'(, • \Y(' llo11'1lml ~ p1'o
mi od thai wc would uifol'cl all tllO (' C'hnrgt'd WII b the Onf' '

ou clnty nf re tOl'ing IIl'cler nUl ' full ('mlll'tentlur'C' and nppo":' t, 
llnd it i, ill fulfilmeld of thut promis(' illnl I uow I'orn(' (t 

lhi ('oulll,il und a I· HOll hIe :Merubl'rl:! In ratiir w!tnt w(' tIl(' 
promi d, b lieving thul that. is n :ill I uud hO'l1011l'Ublp COUI' (r 
which must C'omm mlit .1£ tn 1111 'J('mbp1'8 \1('I'l', A I lIid 
h £01'(', I cem cive it 10 bc impo 'ible thai tll: ('ommitt (' 
flhould rOJlSUI'l' any Oll!' WllO .is not guilty, who ha art(> 
110110 fide and in !\ ]'Nlsonnbll' bl'"liet tbat ],i a ticlIl was nN' -
IlRl'Y, and thl' repod (I{ tbp ommittee ,yill Hoi lind can not affect 
lh liability of officer of O'el'l1ml'nt. in Ihl' Court of law. 
'l'hnt i th~ rea 'on, mv Lord, wIn" I 3V that thi Rill, "hi II 
III 1'1'1y k to protc'd thosC' who 113~c dOll(' tbcir' duty in 
110 wily £01'(' tall, th rC'I.Hu't of illquir.v b, thi C'ommi tf'f', 

" I DOW rome on to ('ction:1. 3nc1 thi i n edion whirll, 
I am nfrajd, I 11011 hoye to e -plain ot omf' leng-th, b('rau 
there I:' i 1 ('011 idel'able mi appl'('h{'u ion about it, • edion 

• For the purpos 8 of 8 tion 2 a certificate of a S retary to Govern-
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llIcnt thllt aIlY RCt. w on under th Qrdl'r of an officer of Q vertun n~ 
haH b conclu~i"e proof thereof, nIld nll I\Ctiol) t.nk n for the ne raid 

purpose sh:til b deemed to hnv b eo t.nken in good fnith and in a 
ren onnbl belief thni it w ne ., 'I1.I'Y therefor un! 8 th ontrary i, 

, ... TOW l\ c: rtifica.t of l~ SCCl'otary to OO\' !'nUl nt onl 
proY ,lind ih U n'b1e th Law M rob r will b In m u 
her that the act wa don under the ord rs of an' ffi 01' ox 

~rnijl nt. Jiany privat individual durin, th rent 
oi turpllnce haY6 t\ i ted ov rnm nt in ariou way, mUll 

iLld cd hu.v b · 'n of th '1' test as ist 1\ to th (luthoritic' 
II ud ull that this portion of tb ·lau ny i, that if any mall 

.I{'ted under t to ordcr of an offi Cl' J)Y ovcrllmcmt an 1 ('un 
get a ccrtificat to thtlt t'ff 'ct . thu lar und no furth r i thnt 
( ·t~ .. tific'ate conc-lu 'i ve pn10t of that fa ·t. Th qu stion £ L()na 
fir1t' ~, .a lund r tund the Dill, is a mutt I' for tht> Olll't 

cniirely. 'l'hat is, a mun will go to tho ourt and it will b( 
111' th ourt to say whath l' his a tion wa bona, fide awl 

rCu ollabl , and what fail' r propo ition could be put to this 
('oupcil? Wh n a man goa down the ourl hall huv~ pOWl'l' 

i i i 'ay, . y , you did 0 and so, wheth l' it was l' a 0) ubI 01" 

11Ot, that 'hall b judged by one of theov mID nt judgj,' 
<1(' iug in his j udicial C'o.pll ity.' .My Lorn, if thor i nny 
('au e of omplaint m ilti matter, it might well b on tb· 
"i.l of overnmont offi<- rs, that t110 BiU do' not go £~Ir 
('llo\lgb llnd it .llon'ble Men~b 1'8 will look to lb Act of 18GO, 
whi·11 was p spn after the Mutiny, they will e tll t t1Hl 
pro vi ions of t1Hlt A t Wt'llt very m\lnh furtller thnJ\ thi , and 
that. when a • ('cr tal" to ov rnment tbm'o rutin·d the ('on
<1ill·t of an offi('Pl', tbis l'tliifiC!~tion ab olVf\d th man. alfog th r 
fJ'o?1 any ,pos,iMlity of 1.1 suit; that j the kind of cCl1:.jfi 'ute 
, lllclL apparently some Uon'ble fembprf! thin] that thi Dill 
pl'OvidE'. It cloes not. If thi Dill hnd omo on for on id 1'

ntion aft J' the ommi ion of Inquiry, alt r tb who] of 
11t matt,,1' bad been invc tigated, it might buv bf'en pos-
thl to fr me it in tllat way. I i tm6, ]lOW v r, j))ut this 

dau uo go thu .£ar, that it p.ovides that' all artion tak n 
fo" th ufor I\id purpo es,' that i for T storing ord 1', 'shan 
hr dEi m d to 1 a b en tak n in good faith and ill (l. )' a nnabI0 
belle! that it was nee sary th refor unl 8 tJ)" finITary i 
proved.' ' . . 

..... * J ~ 
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Lord, it is tIl desir 0 th G v I'bmeut of ]ndia that full 
j u ti e should b dOll In ihi matter. Th y ro a an 'iou 
t\ any Member of thi ul1cil that iltnOe: nt m 11 honId not 
b detain d in jail. n> point, however I hay not made 
d 'ar, and tllat i ,that UI" intentio is that (l1l1 th cu f' 

qf tho e men who remain under eM n h uld Jlol'lually b 
inquil' d into by th 1'1 .1udge, though th y ill a1 0 d al 
with any other ra 68 which may pE:cifi ally Q lef rJ'ed to> 
them by lIis F.xrellenl'Y 0)' the overnm nt of Indin. 

" 1: OW, I do hop that this will me t th a.pprovul of 
Council tlmI jndi 'Hte the de ire of Govenun nt to prevent in
jtlstice. I beli( yt.' that u·1I It 'r~'ibuna1 a w prop<> • b in r 

('IHllposetl ot j ud iei'1.l offi' 1', will b far mol' eff tiv fo1' 
ib pll1'pOS of 8 eing that justi e i don lhan any C mmitte . 
or Inquiry whieh may b appoint d to inv sti at the gell I'lll 
Ol'Otll'J'cnc 8. Fol', not only will the offi er hay the adVa11 t
ug of judieial 'xp >riencc, but, by rpa 011 of th 11' being on 
tho pot, th y ran b not io w01'k imm diately a d dire ·tly. 
140 thnl I hop 1he moUe)' will b d nIt with with r Il (Jnabl 
('xp d'j i()Jl • 

.. 'Phen' is onl one olh'f clau in th Bill, I'l:1.u 5, 
tll whi~·h TnI'd (Iraw ~ttontion, and. that provide for Ib 
poyrn 'Hi of o1l1jJonsnti011 wIle]' 1he p~peI'ty of any p ron 
ha l)('on ('(mllUllllcl'l'l' ,d b 1h militory authoriti'. I ru-
1)(;'1' of lhi COltll('i) IU' 1\\\' (11'6 that when martial law i d.>
(·la1' (1 ond wh 11 th llIililal" uuthoriti sink ov r 'ontrol 
tht'y ir(lqlll:'~ltl'y hnH' to, OWl £tC't)u ntly do, OlIlll1lUHk r pro
l'(,l'ty .£01' theLI' 0\ n (', if BU( 'h action is in thl;' publL(' inibr t 
lleC~sAary. All ihut thi clunll pl'OpO e i, that tbe ov u
lIl(,llt should pny ('om p nSII tioJl for uC'h C'ommnnd(,(,l'iJlg and 
pl'oviclC's tll mean ' b' which the omp n a~i()n mar bEl' 
II sC'.r tl . 

" [ LOl'd, ummal'i illg what I ha. aid, I \Vant to 
makt 011 or two point quile c1 01'. Fir t tiLi Bill i th 
in y,ital)lo ('Ill' C'quCl\C'e of martial law. Wh tb('l' m rtial lo"r 
WII l1('(' aI', 01' lIot we 11m, t at l('ast prote t our officer. 
TIt Hill will not in allY way for tall the deei ion of th 
C'mUlIIiHr of hquil'" ToLe indemnity of offic r i Ii ited, 
lind l'on OJ\l\bly limit('o, to tho who ha actetl bona /ide, 
tho qu(' tinll of bOlla firl(',~ will b d 'ided b HI ,ourt., and 
ib vttlidnting lnu e, to which I hay ref IT d aIr ady, does 
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not nffe' eith r on ea trle 1 b til 
righ of npp a1 to Ib Pri" 
PI' v'nt au ' . iuju ti., und, 
,. to ' ('n'l (' (·Icm 11 r, 0 

publi!' s£et , WI' , ill ha e th etl e >f th lU II (lou\yi 'teu b 
ill" ummury oud and till in jnil r'vi cel b hY(l of tb 
be t judirial Huthoriti · lhl\t, Ctln pro 'ur . Lord, 
'olltelHl that tbi i u l' usolluble :Uill, a :Bill of th ]110 t 

m d nile I·IHlru(·leI', and that il only nifOl'<l uI·h prot lioll 
a it- i (' 'utiu] £0[' u to iv' to OUl' offi 'cr whi(·1t tll 
hay' u right to cJ-ruanll of lts nud ",bi·1l it i our punu;l1ount 
(lilt to givf' tb(-m. I DIlly be asked, ",11 th :Uill i intro
duC'<!(1 at lhi (-u 'on. Ind '<1, I prouJi C'd til 'oun oil to ,'
plain hi IIwl, hu\'inll' ),('ganl to whal . om' E.-rell'ny ,iel 
if I am only 10 spC'ak ()nu~ both on th Dill and the' n1l1 nd
llHmt u 'e for Illy riglll of reply I ou",ht to -spJuin ))0\\' 

rhy I hI' Dill i introulH'pd at lip PI' Ii 'nt jll11C'tlU'C. '1'b(> 
1'(-(1 el11 is vl-ry implP. If it is not pu d now, i-£ it i not 
hl'ollglll il1tO ('t'l' d j](1\\' , tuel1 our officI')' , Offi('CI'B ,ho, ('.r 
1,Y/Jllfhe,;i, huve b howtl fairly and properly, will h ldtJi,ubl 
to suiLI.! at til - ill tigatioJl of uny muli(·iou p r on. I that.. 
)' -U8ClIW,bJ , is that fail' ~ I may bo told thai no uits will b(' 
IlJ'Clllght in till inllu('<liule utmc. Jy Lord, suit might b 
brought, might pY<'n 1;(, <1ccl'(,PfI again t them b for , any Hilt 
wu hrought in thi ( 'ollneil, not again t TUen who hay aded 
?IIaln fide, but again t those who have JTI l' -ly don<' their d\lly 
with thc- grl'8te t NIl'(' aml in thl' Ulost reaso'nu,bl<' mann or. I 
su. to tlli oHm·il thllt that i a po ition to wh.ieh ])0 l'OIl 0 -
abk lun hel'c ('an 1\ k lJ to ubmit our o(nrcr. Many Ol 
till' J1WI\ IIgain t ,,·hom ~lJit8 might b brought, again t , lImn 
:tCltion might bl' takcn, JIlay have gOllE' from thi (·ouniry . 
• 'houl<1 they bC' ]1' t with t hi WIH'U of Damoc']C' Itangil1g 
OY01' tllcm althongh th('.v have don noUting to (Ie en' it? 

that tail'? ThC'J1, the/'e i ::motJ1C')' point. 1£ tIl i ~ounf'ir 
n{)(> nol VI1 idntC' the el('if'ntilln in jail of the e crimina] , io 
w tom I l'eff'rl'cd ju, t now, thel1 wo hull 11 v at onco to 
Tel utilI' whol numh l' of the dang rou ott neler on 
the world. I ha" tnld vou that we have ron ult (1 the )lll

jab OY mment on thi matt r, and they w r <l<'finih'ly of 
pi ion th t tiel! a l'e]ea w not rompatibl with ihe n1Jhlir 
nfety. Tit men are no f'onvict U of mjnor p tty off nr 
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at aU; th>y ar mon ho WeI" 'uga'f d in the b mill and 
looting of tation, in the attatk Oll taihta lin und ill. 
tho 'uLting o£ tel gl'llph wi}' , guilt · 0 th ft amI wry 
many of Luem of aT on. 'l'U('Y [If 0 a tIa 0 nen who l"allnot 
be 1" ' [ a d with afety at pre nt, and I 11 mit Ihnt this 
Coull'il will b well ad vis d jf th y do not a ~ u to ll'l{'u e 
them. My L rd, looking TOUlld tll AllmcJl h Ie, I 1'(' mall 
memb'l" , who ]UtV large" ted int r' ts in th (·ountry. I 
'Should W< to know bcn lon' tbey WOllld rl.'tuin thl,jr prop rty, · 
th ir, 'aUh or v n their ]i" if tL £0)1"('8 of di (mh·)' w l' 

"CJll to bl' ak 100 e in this coun TV, I a I the emb r of 
tbi 'OlllL il to look nt the qu tio;} in that Ji ht. I it not 
th ir bound n duty to afford pmt r-tiOll to Iho who bay' 
'lllldoJ'tuk n tl-1'l'ibl r espon ibiliti 'S in linlE's of cliffiC'ulty and 
don tbeil' duty bona fide find hoft(' tlv:' 1'hnl is tl,l' IJ'lI' tion 
thai I put to each M mbrl' hero. I wHnt tllC'm to y;snuli e 
what tll po itioll of an off;!' r of o"C'l'IIlllent ill ,ur,ll c·ireuU1-
stan (\s iR, Tal< the ('uso of a youn/-( milibuy O/fi('f' I , 1L 
tlo S l,ot knm wlwth l' Uladi:lllaw has bf'(·Jt I'i/-(!.tly or \\ 'nllg-
1y p uirll(\ll. lIe is told that Iho ('()U1II'r'y i ill 11iROl'dl'r 

-<\ltd ha L hi c1ut.v is to nppn' 8 it. 111' Il'ies ill a n'n nnabl 
lind fui,' wa.y to ClIl'l'Y oul whal he hnlil'Y , to bl' l,is c1l1t~·, .md 
tUC'Jl WllC'll h!' eOYIlt'8 10 this ('olll1l'il for pro/I·('lion l11y mel, 
I'll' , we io ay,' 0, we cannot giv(1 it 10 von until all ill-

. qllil'Y Ita tnkcn plne ',' OJ' ' 1Jo tpOlH' it till some ufh l' da " , 
I do 1,op and hu t that tlti , Cmu1('i1 ,yill nol r)1(101' any 
f:lllrh mon b'ou proposition, It is oftrn 11 [<urn d thut it j 
only Rnl'opcl.tll alld oVl'rnm nt that are i1 tel'o it'd in III 
maint 'll::lllr!' of 0]'(11'1', Hon'bl MC'mb'1' know tha that i 
n t so, hwe ]'inting bY'('ok out, who lUI.' thr pC'op1 who 
uti t'. At lot some Hon'ble ~fcmbrl' of thi ,oun(';'l k1;.low 

tllnt ilwy would b(' th e fir t- t1Wil' wIlDIe I.'XI tf'IlC' dl'pl' 
on tll mt1inh~11onc of 10", 0)1(1 order in thi /'tnr. try: And 
1,ow ran ill(' c_ pl.'rt, hOI\ can any )( mb)' f thi . 'ounci1 

'p t, milih ry offie!'r of ltvt'mlllen to clo tllC'ir dnt . unl 8 
~ h , iv }\('o onnb) UppOl't:' A military officC'l' i in a 
po ition of p('('ulial' diffie1ll ty. If 11 doe not llPpl'C clis
ord(>l' , he i liabl to (' n ure, blam and pu i hm<>nt lit tb 
'hand of hi ,upcl'ior ffieel', If h ao not take ad quaie 

mllV b rem v d ftom hi offi('. Wh , yen 
in England hav b n h ld to blame for action 
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l' ndoring a real dissol'Vl e to thi country und j pur uing (\ 
'out'se of conduct the dangeI' of which, in pre cut til' um
tance , it is difficult to ov l'estimat ." 

THE HON']JLE MIl. RAMI I K MAlt JL\NDA: - ' )Iy Lord, 
may I )'cspE'ctfully inquil' o£ the Ron'ble th llom M mbor 
jf this 'ommitt 0 of judges will go into ql1 tion of COll

vi ,tion 0.180 and not nly of the elltence ? " 
'rnE Ho 'lI'LE ,'m WILLIAM "\ IN 'E NT : - " If it will muk 

.uny <liif l' n e to the 1I 0n'bl Memb 1"s urn 'num nt, I huH 
be very glad to give thi information ," 

'l'JlE U ON'BLB Mll. K.\~Ir TI I\T MAlt 'lLANDA : -
.. , My Lord I b 'g j() move thi Rlllendnwnt whi('h tana In 

my num and it l' 'od Uf! iollows; --
• 'flmt the onsideration of the motinn do stn.lld ov r till after th 

,submission of th report of he ommitte of Inquir'Y into th Pu jab 
.affn.irs .• 

, My Lord, I wish ut th oul ct to R ur YOul' Excellen y 
and t]1 'ouneil thut I have lHlt jukE'n upon my J£ to move thi , 
UID ooment , ith u ligh t hourt. I Jl3ye li h'J\l'd to the v ry 

~.i Ulpl 8siv' nnd v'ry weighty ntt(,l'lUlr(' of 01(' UOll'blo th' 
lIome MelUh 1', onu I am awar that your R e,lI ncy' Gov
('rum nt i convin d of tbe impen-ltive. nec " ity , acconling to 
ill j)' information, of tlli 1 gi lation; anu if I move tbis 
~am numont, not to oppo c th pu ing of illis niH, but I'l' 

th pur oso of po tponillg it on iUPl'otion now, I can a Ul' 

the 0 neil thnt it i d u to on impelling s'u 0 o£ duty, I , 
ha giv nth, m< tt I' my mo t e1'iou and, I may add, aII.Xious 
,collsitl ration, lUlIl I f It it to be my dut to plac(~ tbi umend
mont b £01" th Coun('il. In dning so, 1'('gllJ'd being had to 
01' COl) id'ration ,,11ich tll Hon'ble tIl(' Home M mb r has 
o irupres iv 1 and eJoqu ntly p~ead d £01', in pro,?o ina Iny 

am ndlUellL in vi w of th eil' urn tun('(' , I pl'OpO ' to OY01<1, 
n . fu]' 1\ po ib1e ull debntabl lUUUE')'., () ('our e a e('rtnln 
:.llllOlmt o£ ('outro\' l ' , and eli pute i ilw,-itahJ('; I hull try 
to 1l1illimi it. There or 0 muny ruuU(,l' to peak about 
mid th l' i 110 time limit, und there migbt ho 11 temptation 
to go Oll 01' a Jonl? tim, but, my Lord , I ball try to bl' V ry 
l)1'i f; and £01' thi pUTpO I do not propo e to go into any 
indiviu ual c e ubout whi h it is charged t1Jat the aclmini lTa-
ion of mnrtial law ha b n guilty of c 'C • Th re i one 
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th r r mark whi -h I wi h to ublllit I m 
moti n. 1 LOld it i . II matt l' 0 aT at )'1" 1' to II , I 
(' n ider i almo a an iroll. f ot tl111 thi pl in \tl pi od 
in th admuu tration of th Pun jab ov l'uml'ut should huv!' 
to b <Ii N t d t r Hi Honom H1!' ~(h\'l 1'(1 [uclogan 110 
as um d ('har' of th prOVi]lc. W k]lOW thot in tb hod 
tim liB ba b n ill dull'l' of th(, province It Itn. n 1 1\1 (I 
him If not on] to th' pJo"il1rE' but 10 tb COllntr r U a wholl:'. 

t i well-known thot 1'1' OIl hell" d a igll of I'('li(' " ,11('1) 
H i J I nuour \\11 abl to take ('hOl'g of th ' pro inc. I om 

UI' lIi lI onour \\'in unrl£'l' tn lJ tlHlt ill bl'iJIg'illg 1hi math')' 
al tbi togc, uft r Hi ll onoul' h th bl.'oJl in (,harg () tho pro
viu('(' it i only from 0 pUiD III (']1 l' of duty that we do 0 , 

" ~()W, eomin to thl:' amendm( nt I run • Ily lit on thnt. 
agrt" to the gell 1'111 ll1'OpO itinn whi(,h hll b ' n to\('11 hy 

tb Jl on bll' the ILOllHl lcmber, lind wbi ch 's 01 0 IU nlion d 
in the Htatcm nt of ( bj 'rls and It('a on of Ih( llill. nnuH'l , 
thai after a I! 1'iod of Dlll1'iiul luw uth It'g'isln tioll i incvitnbl('. 

n fad, ] think 1111' ll on'llJt. )J('ll1ht·" lIIight goo 11l1'Ull'1' IUHl 
uy with I'l'of ,s 01' D i('('Y Wl101I1 he lla q llot(' tl thaI. ill ]<,1 ']ull(1 

sll·h I<'gi, latiou is UlH1(,1'III k('JI lwIo!'!' i he 1- 11 ppnsioll of tht'.. 
I1a en., )Ol'pU Ad l'un s 1I1It. That is so in BngJanu; ut, 
my J.JOI'tl m 'ul)llli inn is tlli s nut! tLI' l'Hl'H'S U I" ]Ioi 1'('311 

annlog'oll s ; t.he condiliOlIA obta,iniJl.g' in Englund UI' not th 
ume as in this t'otlllh. III RnglHntl, it i R W ll-knowlI thot 

it i t.h Briti h PnrlialU('n t \I' jt b ",lwm J'('si the \1(' (iOll 
o tho U pt'D ion of ill(' I IfI1>('a Co)'pu, Arts. ]I 1'1 

undt'\' til Stat'ute, it i ~' n\lr E X(,l'l lpn( 'Y in ( ou IH~i l who have 
to d clarl' ma.rtial law. 'l'111'1'dnre. th . 1loccsHity whi(']1 lIliglt\ 
e ' i till gngland fol' un Ad of tllis kiw1 <lOCR not nl'('(, uril 
c. 'illt ill thi (,OuJltry. Now, that I~pad, if we illquir as je 

by it is 11 ual that in F.]lglam1 . U p!'11 ion of til(' ", bl'a 
:orpn . t 'f Ul' alwa a a math'r of ('otH' e ol1()\\· c1 h.Y a 
aU<lahng AC't, \\"C hall ce that tbai i b ' ('IIl1 e thl'rc 1111 

b en up h,l nm no a whoI' th l' que' fion of tIl<- ]1 (' iiy 
of iul' u pen ion of til TIallea '('Lpn Art hus b en J'ni ('(1. 

It ha alway een llC'cE'ptl'd thnt thf'!I'P wa (,lc'o1' ner!' it". 
Wh r(' thE'JO j ullfli putcd 11 rl' ity for the d clurotioll ~f 
martial la, 01' u pen ion of the H aben Ol'pUR Acts, or 

OUl' (' tIl Validating or Indemnity Bill 'Will follow a a 
mntt r of our . But, rn, Lord, h r the en i <liIf r nt. 
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Here it has been dellioo, it has b n di puteu Uta tIt l' WIl 

IUlY n '(' '!lsity for thi d duration of martial la). '1'h public 
havo CI))J) plaiucd that martial Jaw wus declaJ'ed (in in u/iicient, 
iuaUC(l uato g~'oulld ; tl)ut th('~' ar gmve doubt ",hethel' 
under th .existing ondition it could b 1 gaIly dOll , und 
that ther hay' been ",xc un(.i l' th t d clal'aiion. In view 
of all this that iliff l'cntiat~ ill cu 0 diu from tli: t 0 

Enghm,d, 1 uy, my Lon], that th qu stion a ttl why' hiI 
I do admit that a vuliualillg or indemnity liill follow a ' 
matt I' of COUI' ) the 11 cluration of martial law or u p n
Rion of th Itubeu 'orpus Ads,' 1 0P}l0s this motio1J or ruther 
JUov tha t this motion do taud over do not aris, 1£ th 
(}uell iion 'an m'ise, m y Lord , 1 u mit the answer a been 
giveJl to 1hi by the lion.' I'JlJlHmt thptn lve. I ' rln not thillk 
ilwr hus h ' PH any case allywh l 't' wh el'e ther hll C n an 
inquiry ahout Ihe n tel!! tty of mar tinI luw. 1 do no thinJ, 
ihol' has b en Hny a ' in Inrliu wh('r'c a ornmitt of I IH]uir 
wa appoint",(l 10 UiS(' URR :IllU to iuY('sligat the n. c(' .ity 01' 
I gnlity of a cl(,,,lumtinn oJ. martial law, but here the qu tion 
was rl'l,i d lIml the oveJ'lun 'nt. of In(lin ac(' 'pted truighh,way 
il1 d.lHlleJ1g~' as it W('I'(' , and appointeu a 'ommitt of Inqnir 
"10 go iJtio ille (, moit"l'S. I ubmit, my Lord, thnt that all • 
mad all lht., diff(,J'l'lH'(', ITO doubt tbe compo ition of the 
l 'ODlUlittl'P h1ll1 th tenu s of ref r 11('e (10 not fully atisi tt 
publi ' !lpulIllHl ; bul Hili I is another mat1er, -ow, m Lord, 
what 1\.l'P th(' s('O!! u11(l tilt' f un ctions of thi ommitt of 
IIHlUit ? V\re leaJ'llrd from OUI' Exc Heney' spe eh on the 
'ltd that the COlUmittN' of lll'luiry w·n to inquire into and 
)'('PIU\ ahout, among olltt,!, things, th mea ur tuken to cop 
with the di 01'<1 l' in th(' Punjnb, "What w 1'e the measur & 
I hat W{'I'r adopted in illr PU11ja b? It IS no other than tb 
dcclol'lltion of marti,,] lu\\". Tlw que tion that ari j' , 
,,11 ih >I' 11 1'( was nnv. ne('e sit r for that'd laration, "h ther 
it wn propP!' to dechll'P martial Inw, whether uncrer the con
(lition obi-Hilling at , thl' tiule ther l wo legal pow l' to cJ 181'0 

martial low, and wheth('r it hns b ell cani ,d out prop dy. 
Tll S 01'(' que fion , m Lord, thnt thi. ommittee will hav 
to de icl(', r" ow whot i HlC rea on, th justice, tb nece sit 
for thi Dill? n w 10 k t the Pr<'ambl of tb 'Bill we see 
it j stat d: -

• Wl;lereas owing to th rent di orders in certain di8tricts in the 
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prool that there was open reb Ilion in th cOU1ltry at th time? 
.My Lord, it i well known that after th llowlait Bill wa 
pas cd in the teeth of oppo i tion from the Indian ill mb r 
of this oun il and th ountry, r . Gandhi, a la t re ort, 
dccla,l'ed \ atyagrah or pa sive l tanc(l. Wen cd not go 
into the qu tion whether it wa wi c or not j it i a £a t thai 
h did 0 and Lhe 6th of April wa appointe a the 'at. 8rrraha 
day to b ob erved in th country a a day of humiliation and 
pray l' on which all business wus to be S'l pended. W know 
that that was don in the ountry a.nd th .. t there wa no di -
tUl'ban 0 nywhere. Now what aboui the Punjab. "\ a 
there any response in th Punjab to thi app 81 0 Mr. 
Gandhi's i' ow before going into Lbe qnestion I . ma tell the 

ouncil that on the 7th April H's lIonour the Lieutenant
Governor, ir Michael 'Dwy r, h Id u Durbar and deliv r d 
a ijp ech in fhe cours of which h· said' rom the rin ' 
palac down to th pea ant's hut I find I cav. m t Punjabis 
of whatev r lass or condition without any suspi ion or mi -
chi £.' That wa on the 7th April. 'urely thi language 
could not h v b ell u d by th ruler of th Province i t11 r 
wa anything lik r bellion there. IL is inc on eivabl that 
'such lallgu g . ould hay b en employ d if there w anything 
indicating in th r mote t degr e that ther wa l' belli on in 
the provinc , not only at that tim bU't even a week aft r 
when martial law wa de lare-d. But what happened when 
ihis app al of Ml'. andhi wa publi hed, how wa it r cei ed 
in th J,"lrovin e? There i an a count publi hed in th ' ivil 
and lhli ary G~z tte,' a new pap r which i not a a rule 
friendly to Indian a piration and public mov m nt . It i 
th l'e tat d that b twe n 1 and 2 P.M., crowd had coll t d 
in ih ity and mov d towards the Town hall wher a me ting 
took place to prote t again t the Rowl· tt Bill . Thi meting 
Willi lield tween 5 and 6 P,M:. , the proc ding w rd 1'1y 
and no di turban e occurr d in the city or I)ut iii th hall. 
Th n what took plaec at Labor on the 6th o£ April? 

"W find moreover, my Lord, tbat it was not only at 
Lahore, but at Ferozepor, Gurda por , ]Iis ar, J ullundur, 
Mooltan, Muszaferpor , Rohtak, • ialkot and imIa, demons
trati and hartaZs were obs rved but ther w r DO di urb
ance. Is that the sign of open rebpllion which omebody 
eeems to have di covered in the Ptmjab? I think, my Lord, 
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and was c cortcd t(l Mr. Gandhi' provine, Bombay. Well, 
that wa wired all oyer the country a the' no t of Mr. 
Gandhi. What u th l' ult r We know th re havtl b u 
ve1y, uufol'tllnat happening th~ughollt the ollntry. ow, 
my LoJ.'u, lt i u ual fot' til AnglW-ludian pap r to put down 
the e hupp nillg to agitation again the Howlatt Act. M 
submi ion i , my LOl'd, that th Rcwlatt ca no mor b 
held l ' pomibl for the huppeL.mg than the a ·tion of ir 
Mi la'1 O'Dwyer, whi h was describ d by Ir. Kali ;J"ath 

. Roy as an a t of blazing indi l' ·hon for whi h he wa nt 
to jail £01' thl' e y aI'. W H, my Lord, let u oe what hap
pened in the Puujab. I ay the new of the IT' t 6 Alt.-_ 
Gandhi w received at Lahor on th afternoon of th 10th _ 
Let u w'hat hupp n d th 1'. But ther is d'ffi ulty 
here to find out what happened. On the following morning, 
th 11th, 'ir Mi ha >l O'Dwyer acting under the D f nee or 
India Rul ,pa ed an ol'dt'l' muzzling the Indian PI' S, 1'1'0-

hibitin th publication of any account that t ok plac on 
th p1'cviou day. .r:row ',hy tbi an -iety to keep the out id 
world 4t the dark a to the ha,ppeninCl' at Lahot' on the 10th? 

ltel'efor ,th pnhlic outsid Lahor·, we, hod to rely on h 
01' rnment ommuniqu and the a count given in th 

Anglo-Indian 'pr ,for the ev nt that took place < t Lahor 
ond otJl r pIlle on the 10th. Of conti e th Anglo-Indian 
pI as w r videJltly a bl to b abov the ord r of Gov mmen 
with l' OJ.'d to th publi a.tion of a.ccounts of any v nt. Th 
Gov tnm llt ommulliqu is thi: This i dated ,the 12th 
April: 

• Lahor. The shops in th city a.nd its vicinity wer closed a.nd a 
nol y crowd deavoured to force its way towards the Civil Lines. Thilf 
rowd was m t wjth a small police detachment near the High Court, a.nd 

Qn its rtful\lL) to abandon its progress was dispersed, under the order of 
the Distric Magistrate by musket fire. At a larer hour in the "elling, 
the police wer n ain compe)) d to fire on a diaord rly crowd which 
at,\oack d them with missiles in the vicinity of the L hori Gate. ''l'wo 
per ODS were kill d in the day's firing and about four others wounded.' 

Th e af th word OI the Go rr..roent ('ommuniQu . and 
th account that w publi h d in th ' ivil and Military 
Ga;>,ett "'8 tl1i : -

• A crowd 011 ct d in he bazar which rapidly grew a.nd .t,aned com· 
m, down Anarkali. Then the mob which had assumed a very threatening-
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attitude proccet\~d dawn the Mall. By this time police wer ut in force, 
<Ill a party of them stopped th mob. Th eputt Cqnuniuioner then 
.arrived, and e ing the ael'ioUlffi!'. s f tb situ tion d th i1npoalibility 
of stopping the mob by n.ny oth r mp.aJ) g~v th order fir. Tbl. 
produced some result, for th or ~ went back Clnd wer £or4ed 'up Anarkt.ili 
Ba7~r. Thentbey forD1~ the top of tl:lt~ BIWW' whor t,h had. to 
be dispersed again by fire . . . . The arrangements tlutoughout ""or in 
the hands of th civil authorities na, thank to their imm diate and 
-effective action, the necessity did not arise to ask the military to tnke 
.charge.' ' 

'But the' Pione 1" went on bett r Rnd in its /l.C ount 
IOn th 13th it aye: -

• The European residents, a1r ady disturbed by tll n wa from .Amritsar, 
:hAd tp fac 0. seriou8 situation creo.t d by an infuriated mob whi w .. 
ibent on mischief. Lar(Je jorce" of military and tlie voliat promptly dealt 
,Ditlt t'.~ outbrfak, alld on lIwre titan Olle occa8ioll had to /'re on the mobs. 

t,rong action resulted in the restoration of order and the city ia now 
being patrolled ... .. Buckshot cartridges were UII d.' 

" But 011 t1 :following day it say :-
• Buckshot Wall supplied to the police, except for 5 TO'UlltU of ~aU ig,u,ed 

iJy mi,take.' • 

"On the 20th there was another Gov mm nt ommulliqu' 
-to 'ontradict what app ared ill the' Lead r' about thi , and 
this is what it aid:~ 

• The facts are that despite orders previolUly promulgated fOl'biddiflg 
pro essions, a la.rge crowd, probably of some thousands, m v"'hcd from the ' 
city up the Mall, forcing back a small body of police which trie to bar 
their progress. The rowd coDsisted of city rif·raff and studenta, but 
tbe latter were grown up and not boys. Tbe crowd Wall making it. way 
1.0 the civil station and would undoubtedly have committ d excelll! s luch 
:as markerl the Amritsar occurronces, had it been allowed Il.CCeBa to the 
European quarters.' 

" Th are all the accounts publish d by ov-
ICl'llID nt and the Anglo-Indian pap r of the occur
l'e.nc in Lahore on the 10th. What do th y say? 

:t er mind for the pre ent t at there ar seriou contradic
-tion. 'l'ake the a ount ub tautially a it stands. I ought 
"to mention, n y Lord, that th re is another fact. Th 'Civil 
and llilitary G zett " on the 16th of May tated that th 
Depu~ • uperintendent 01 Polic was struck on his h ad which 
.had to be bandaged. Now it is remarkable that this incident 
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is not mentioned in the Gov rnment mmuuique nor in 
the As ociat d Pres8 tel gr-.lm. A a matter 0 fa t, thi polic 
officer was truck, his head WQ. brok n, ther was a pljt. ow 
is it that this incid nt d es not find a place in the Go,t-rll
ment ommunique? 'rh f ct of the matter i that, a wa 
discover d by the' ivil and Military az tte' lat('r, it was. 
'cau ed by Il poli eman b mi take' and by th mob, that 
is why it was ot m ntiuned by the Governm nt .Iommunique. 
Now take th account a th y stand, ,hat do w find? That 
a mob, unarmed, it must b rememb r d, unarmed, 'of city 
rif-raff and students,' to quote the word of th overn:rnent 
Commuuiqu , weI' making their way from th city toward 
th 1 n. What happen d? It doo not app 0.1' tho. any 
l!tlriou8 attempt was made to p r uude the mob to go back, that 
civil force wa att mpt d. But from a sen of panic the 
ord r to fire wa given und there 'ere a ualtie. What did 
th y do? It i not stat d anywher that th y did au inj nry 
to anyone or destroyed any property on th ir journ y fr m 
the city to th Mall. It wa a ert d in th lat t ov m
m nt ommuniqu that they would have don mi hi f, but 
why i thi a umed, it i not stated that up t th(,ll anything 

. was don b-y that m b. W 11, what were th objecti of th 
~ob? WA ~n inlJ.uiry mnde to find out wb thi mob was 
proceeding towards th Mall? It wa unarmed it mu t be 
!'em mb r d. Well if th obj et was to do allY wrong, to 
break ihe law, i it con i,a ble that ' thi l'if-raff and tu
d nt ' would go unarm d, or would refrain from doing -any-
thing in the city or in th i journ y up tb Mall. 0 inquiry 
was mad a to why tb y wcr , journ in to th ivil lin . 
If an inquiry had b en mad it would hav be n found that 
their obj ct a nothing mor than to interviE'w Hi Honour 
hims 1£ and to inter cd with him and l\ k him to withdraw 
that oro r a in t Mr. andhi. But what happened Thi 
march of th tmarro d mob of city riff-raff anti tud nt was 
t)l.e first overt act of rebellion. Anyhow my Lord, whatever 
happened th n, it wa put down in the cour of an hour 
if it was arb Hion, it wa quiet d it an bour's tim.. W 
read in the overnment ommuniqu • that by l>.)(., the 
eity wa quiet· nfter tbat time no furthe-r di rbance 
oocurred.' 'rhus in an hour' time t'bi rebeUiOll put. 
dOWA. • 
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1 8 THE I DEMla1'Y BILL. [IlfP. 0 _'elL. 

" Whcn I fiI'st heard of the Indemnity Bill I wa undeI' 
the imprc sion that we were to b asked to indemnif all 
€lctions of Uovel'nment offie l' , whether they weI' don in 
~ood faith or not. 'I'ill ... had s en th Bill, r was uncler thi 
lmpression and as such felt that I could not give suppod 
to such a meaS\1,l'e, knowing as I do ome of th · in onveni n 
.und indiO'nitie that · ome of my coun ym n hav uilel' d 
,during the currency of the martial law in m provin . I 
hay not the remote t inclination to def nel tho e who hav 
b roken the la.w, and I hay no he itation in saying that no 
Government can afford to let su h actions go unpuni hed. 0 

man who loves pea e and ord r 'ould po ibly sid with uch 
people who br ak law nnd ommit atrocities which au 
fe lings of hOlTor and ontempt in the minds of right-think
ing and law-abiding per ons. But, on the oth I' hond, one 
llnnot shut one's eye to some of the doings in my provine . 

My Lord, this, howev 1', i not the place to talk of tho thin . 
• 0 I ,vou1d not touch tbat point at all, as I believe an a 
I thl.nk that they are to be sifted into by the ommittee of 
Inqt~ry that has b en appoillted by your Excell nc. \n th 

_ . (lth r hand, I would not withhold protection to thos offi l' of 
Gov rum nt who have done their duty during th ryin 
tim!' con C1- ntiously, and ",hose n , tion have b n tak n in 
good faith and in a l' asonable b lief that th y were n e .1'Y 
lor ,the maintenanc of law and ord r in the ountry, I 

• under tanu that after martial law an indemnifying mea ure 
has always be n enacted. uch a mea ur "a pa ed in 1 60 
in India, r am not a lavv 1', bnt I am told that t,hat mea ure 
was of a more severe n~ture and wont much furth r than 
tho on introduced to-day, I am also told that indemnifying 
men ures have been po. ed in other countrie al 0, u h as 

outll Africa and nearer' hom at Ceylon. I would th refore 
b PI' P l' d to give my assent to th m a ure befor u to-day; 
but I want to b as ur d full that Governm nt ua no int n
tion to a,fford pl'otect.ion to tbo who have act d agoin t the 
i;rict st n e of ju ti e and again t oDd faith. Though 

]J !'sonally, I h'ilv no douUt on thi point ana I am anguine 
that Govl.'rnm nt ho,ve no intention of that sort, hut on a sur
ane of thi nature will sati fy publi opinion in the ollntry. 
(lne fbing more. b lore I ~iv my all ent to the mea ure before 
tlie Oouncil. I would Iik Government to agree o,nd oon-
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'was necessary fOl' him to rni e, und r ir um tances 
martial law should be intz:oduced and unde what ircum
stanc s an Ind mnifying Bill ox' Act i perntis ibl or ju tifi 
abl , it is nec saary for u to go om what into this que tion. 
I an: not going fllr into the earlier At; I hall talt with 
the;f riod m ntion cl by tb Hon'ble tIl om mbel' the 
y nr 1115. M mbel's of thi oun il WI ' m b r that hat 
wa th year in which J ame th Pret nder 'am over to 
]~ngland, and wanted to wr~st the throne of England. a,ooo 
Highlander from cotland joinerl hi force and there was 
a regular invasion, an inva ion in whi h theI wa r gular 
wadar , there w re not merely riot and tumult, but actual 
war wag d again t the rown of England. The?r tude wa 
d f at d and it was n ce ary to justify the acts whi h had 
b en committed in the uppr ion of that reb llion' it wa 
in th cir urn tunc a that Parliam nt pa d an nactment 
like thi . hapt r 9 of orge I, saya:-

• An Act to indemnify such p raons who have acted in defence of his 
Majesty's p rson and Government and for the pr servation of th -publio 
p ac of this Kingdom in and about the time of the late unnatural rebellion 
from v· xn. ious suits lind pros eutions. Whereas in the year of our Lord 

-1715 as well as in the time of, os before the unnatural rebellion, which 
begun in or about the months of Reptember 01' Oct-ober in the same year. 

nd wh r as divers Lord I ... i utenants, Deputy l1ieutenants, Justices of th 
Peao , Mayon, Bailiffs of Corporations, COllJ\tables and other officers and 
persons w II Gffi cted to His MGj esty and his Government in order to preserve 
our pr 8ent happy establishment and the pe.'1ce of this Kingdom and to 
suppr16S and to put Gn end to the snid rebellion appreh nded and put into 
custody and imprisoned seveml criminals and s vernl persona who they 
tlll.8pe t d might disturb the public pe e or fomf'.nt or promote riota, 
tumults, r beiltpns or viI designs against the Government; and also seized 
and used several hOnles, arms and other things and also pressed drivers, 
horses, carts and carriage for the services of the pubio; and did for the 
'Purpos afor said enter into the hous 8 and pos sions of severs.! persons 
and did quarter and cause to be quartered divers solders and others in the 
bous of divers persons ; nd did divers acts wbich could not be justified 
"by the ,strict forms of law and yet wert 'IIeCt38ary and 80 much tOT the 

ervict of 'the 'P'Lblie tha.t they o'u(Jht to be jll 'I lied by Act of Parliament 
and the Pel'IIODS by .whom they were transacted ought to be indemnifi d . 

• Be it therefore enacted,' etc. 

"No'w my Lord your Lord hip will ee and th ounci! 
-Will ee ~ha't 'tlhe essential point of ' this enactment i that there 
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• An Act to ind mniIy p raona who have act d in d f n 
Ma.je ty's reon and Government ILlld for th pr servntion of th publid • 
peac uuring th time of the late unnatural r b ilion and sh riff nd 
others who have suff r d pe occasioned th reby from vexatious 8uita an 
prosecutions . 

• Wh reu during th unnatural r bellion which begun in or about the 
months of ,Tuly or ugust in 1745 and still continu s, eliv rs Li u n"nt. 
d puty lieutenants, justi of th p ce, mayors, bailiffs of corporations, 
on tables; and otb r officers and persons w II affected to Ri, fajesty and 

his Government in order to pre rve our present happy stablilhm nt and 
tb pen e of this Kingdom and to suppr 88 and to put an nd to th taid 
rebellion appreh nded and put in cUlItody and impri on d or cauaed to b 
apprehended, put into custody and imprison d severa.l criminals and lev ral 
pereans wpo they sUlIpected might disturb the public pence or foment or 
pr mote riot, tumults r bellions or evil d signs against the Governm nt 
and also s iz d and used sev ral hors , arms and other thinss and al 0 

pT ed divers horses, carta and carrillo for tbe services of the public 
and did for the purJlO1les aforesaid enter il th bous sand poss .. ions 
of several pereollS and did quarter and cause to be quart red div ao.1di rt 
and other in the bo of divers persons and did divert ncts which could 
n t be jUlltifted by the trict forms of lAw and '!I,t were nt-CUMry and .0 
much for the IeTlliu. 01 ehe publick that they ought to be jnstilled by Act 
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of Parliament and the peraons Ly ",born they wer 
to be iodumnified. . tt"Dlllcted ougllL 

'And wher as divera sheriffs gaotar. nd oth r pros m y be cr: 
are in danger of being au d, indicted prol nted oJ proceeded a aWlt by 
reaaon of eacap I of prilon rl let out or diacharg d by the peraons ngag d 
in the laid r b !lion. 

'Be it th refore enacted.' 

• Chap. LXIII, Geo. III. An Act to indemnify such persons as have 
noted in the luppression of the late Riots nnd Tumults in and about the 
Oities of London nnd W atminister, and Borough of uthwark and for 
th Pr rvation of the public peac .' 

" ow the pr amble r ited:-
• Wher a on the seeond day of .Tune, in the year one thousand seven 

hundred and ighty a great number of disorderly persons a8 mhl d them
I Iv together, in riotous a~ tumultuous n"-mner, npar to both Hou e8 

of Parliament, and po sed themselv of the Avenues leading to the 
same, the said Hous being then sitting, and there oommitted great Act. 
of Outrag and iolence to many of His Maj aty's subjects; and afterward, 
pn>eeeded to IIttack the Hotwe8 of .orne of the Public Mini.tere, of Foreign 



'AI the lource ana fountain of . justice, the Crown may issue such 
ommis8iona to administer the w B.I ltre warranted by the common or 

statut Jaw. But it ma.y not, witb lIt autbority, tnblish Court. to 
dmini. r any but the common law, ar, it may not, it il id, grant 

tbe ri ht to hold a court of equity. Th Crown may not I ue Commiaaiona 
in time of peace to try civili by martial law ; but wh n a. state of actual 
war, or of in ur"ectio , riot 1)1' rebellion • mounting to wa.r exi,tl, th 
Crown and ita oIDe fa may WI th amount of force nooena.ry in. the cir· 
cumstance to r~tore order, and this use of force is om tim I termed 

LB. 13 



194 THE n;lJEMNITY BILL. LIlli'. ot" .. ' IL. 

martial la.w. When once this st.a.te of actual war exiats, the ivil urt 
have no authority to call in qu etion the actions of the mi]it.'lry autho,ritje , 
but the powet's of th military authorities cease and tho e of th Civil 
Courts are resumed il}SO faoto with the t~rmination of the disord r,' 

"My Lord, the point on whieh I wisl} t lay str j 
that there must be eith r arb Ilion or' url'('etion 41)1' a l'iot 
a.mounting to war to justify l' sort to martial law. Th se 
are the g n ral principle whieh the laws of England have 
laid down. '0 far a hdia i one rned, th matt l' I'e t on 
a mol' definite footing. The Government of India had m
power d under Regulation of 1 04 to establi h martial 
law in rtain il'cumstances. N ow it is e entia 1 to draw 
attenti n t(> the language of that Regulation, ·becau your 
Lordship professedly a 'ted und l' that R ulation in ( daring 
martial law in the Punjab. :[y Lord, that It gl11atioll wa 
puss d in 1810, and it 011ght to b remembored that it ~~'a 
pa, d at a time whon th Bl'iti. h Governnwnt wa h ing 
to tablish its power in thi country, when ther W 1'(1 many 
mall 'tat s trying to pI'HVent its establishment or pow r in 

thi ()untry. 'l'hat was th period durillg whi ·11 thi R ula-
- tion wa pas d. Little did I think, my Lord I vent1J1'f' io 

soy, that the autb 1's of thi 11. gulation had in agi11cd that 
tbi Regulation would be resorted to in the Yoar of race 1919 
aft th l' ot war bad been won. However, th l1egulnti 11 
i a olluw :--

• WnEREAs during wnrs in whi h British Government has be n el)gag d 
against c rtn.in of the native powers of Indin. (' rtain persons owing aU giance 
to th British Government haye borne ar01S in open hostility to the 
authority of the same and h:1ve abetted DJld aided the enemy and ha\' 
ommitted !Lets of violence and ontrage against the h\'es and properties 

of the Bubjects of the said GO\'ernment; and where:ts it may b expedient 
that dUl'ing the existence of nny war in which the British Government in 
India may be Ilng/l,gpd with any power what vel', as well ns during the 
xisten of open rebellion against the authority of the Oov rnment in 

any pnl't of th British terri tori 8 subjAct to the Governm nt of th pr si, 
dency of Fort Willinm th Governor General in Council sh:ill d lare 
and e t.'lbli h Mnrtinl Law within :tny par of th territories afor said for 
the 8I\f ty of th British pos ssions, and for tl:i 86Qurity of the livea and 
prop rty of the inh bitants t,hereoi by the immediate puni hn~ent of person. 
owing Allegianc to the Britiah Governm Dt who may be t ken in anna in 
open hostility to the said Go ernment or the actnal commission of any overt 
act or II bellion against the authority of the same or in the act of openly 
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declaration of martial law in tll Punjab. I a1 a k d wheth 1: 

the overnment would b plea d to tal th fa i and ir
cmnstan es whi h, in its opinion, on titui d a state of open 
rebellion again t the authority of the 'overnment in certain 
parts of th Province of th Punja within the m aning of 
Regulation of 1804 btween th dni 0 hich th rdinanc 
was p1'omulgat d by the Governor eneral and +h date on 
which op n rebellion wa declar d to exist in the part of 
the Punjab to whi h the 1'din3nee had b 'n applied. I am 
sure your Exeell n y will recognise thai the e qu stion sou<Pht 
to do not,hing xeept what was right in the ire mstan 'es. I 
had heard that the Pione r' had proclaimed that an Indem
nifyinO' Bill wa woing to be introdtlcpd in thi ' ounei}, and 
I gave notice of a qu stion an answ(>1' to which it would b 
n co sary to hav in oruer that I should be able . . . . . . 

T E lION'TILE t:;IR WILLIAM ,11 ~CE T: _ l( M 
Lord, may I riso to a poin tof order? I it in accordanc ith 
th practic:e in thi {Jouneil for an HOll 'bI!' 1: mb I' to r IeI' 
in pu].)lic to a qu etion which has b£'l:'n disallow d? I i not 

_ fl. fa t that th Hon'ble M. rob l' ho. b (>11 reprimand d for 
doing this 011 a pI' vious a a ion? " 

THE 11 '13Ll~ PA DIT fADAN lORA T MALA-
VIY.A :-- " My Lord, I uo not know of 'a reprimand and I do 

• uQt ogni e any such reprimand. I am ntitl d on a Bill 
b fore the ouneil to draw attention to evelY fact in the 

oun i1. I wa p rf ctly right, I ubmit, to do what I did. 
l( ow my Lord, I asked for information, and, a I aid 

b foro, in an'8wer to my qu tion I wile informed that ilie Gov
arnm nt could not an w l' tho e que tions and numerou otlier 
qu tions of which I had given notic ,a a ommitt e of 
Inqui had b en constituted or was going to b can tituted 
and th matter would be dealt with by it. "0' , my Lord, 
I would not omplain of the e que tions no n iug an wered 
if the Government al a 1'e ognl fld thf' :fairn ,iTle wisdom of 
taying its hond until the facts had b en pIa ed oefm the 
ommittee of Inquiry ana until the publi had come to know 

of th m. Your Lord hip will l"indly r member tliat in 
this unfortunate d claration of op n r bellion in the Punjao. 
which among oth r viI contribut d to the Afglian war, since 
the decloratio11 of thi open rebellion and tlie fabli hment 
of marti~ law in th Punjab, the Punjab Government shut 
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the Government of India to withdraw ita own ord • and to a k the 
Local Governments in que tion to do the same.' 

"'l'hen, my Lord, ther wa n ent 
to ilis Iaj ty's Pr mi r and to th '1' t ry of 'tate for 
India, I will read it as it tand without articles, t . 

• All India ongresR Committ e d sire rno "arne tly to repre nt to 
Ria lobj sty', Government inten gravity of pret! nt situc.tion in India, 
real cau 6S und need for chang of policy pureu at present. ~ hil 
d ploring and condemning popular exceSliell which have occurr d in IIOme 
pll~ts of country and which popular lead ra hnve e,ery wh re UI d their 
influ n not un8uccessfully to restmin, ommittee urge impartial coo · 
aid ration of circumstances whi h hav 110 aggravated aod embittered f lin 
of people throughout country as to mnk such outbreaks. posslbl. R 1I01u· 
tion of Gov rnment of India, dated 14th iostant, describing pre nt 
litMtion ns arising out of Rowlatt Art agitation makes only p rtial state· 
menll lof I se. ndoubtedly int os universal bitterness of op !ition 
to Rowlatt Act for ed through I gislnture by official ,otes agaiut unani· 
mou protest of al1 non official Indinn m mb r8 and in fnee of unvnr lIel d 
opposition throughout ountry was immediate cause of recent populcr p a -
fuJ d monstrations but subsequent ex C88es wel"p pro\'ok d by n ed! and 
unju85fialJJe action of Governm nt of India, nnd Ponjab and Delhi 
ernments against 110 revered R personnlity 118 that of rr. Gandlli aUlI lIin 
oth r popular I derB. For compl te uneler tnnding, boweyer, of pT ent 
di content lind its cau8es oth r importnnt facto.rs m~18t be coneid r d.' 

Th n, my Lord, after dealing with the ('au whi h 
in Iud d India ervi during the war and the attitud 0 

Eul"Op an awl Anglo-Indian offirials toward the Reform and 
th :fate of 'rUl·ke and th Rowlat Bill, the ommitte w nt 
on to ay:-

• In 8uch circnmstanc 8 the two Rowlatt Bills were introduc d and 
th principal on forced through Uouncil in spite of unanimous oppo8ition 
of non·official Indian Members, appeal for postponement8 nnd r con ider -
tion lind warning8 of ngitation that would inevitably follow throughout 
country which \V1\8 stirr d by this measurp and unrompromialng attitude of 
Gov rnm nt in degree unparall led in hi.tor. c.f ountry. C mmitte here
cannot enter in d tail 88 to justifiabl apprehensions cau d by plUllling into 
law of this Act. . 

'Th yare coutent to repre. nt that it is total distortion of fact, that 
an agitation agllin~t a m61\8ure placed on 'tatute-book in time of p ce 
depriving subjects under any eircnm8tance of sacred right of free and 
open trial and otherwis restricting "fund mental liberti and deprivin 
accused persona of normnl and e88ential /IIlfeguards designed for protectiOD 
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of innocent pet ll' should be reglU'd d an am al red 
by political agitators f01 t.heir own nds. onmlit h v 
to discu 8 merit of siv r illl.llllce movem nt I d by {r. andhi 
but would mpha iwe thnt notbin but r ling of high· ouled pntrioti III 

and in 118e realisation of injustice {l1volv d in pn ing of thi 
('ouJd hav Il tuat.ed man of his saintly charncter and n bl r 

8ubmit that 80 far a fncta Ilr publicly known n violene MY' 
wb l' be n committed by th peopl wltil Ilfter the Ilrbitrary 1,' striction 
pine d on Gandhi ' mov m nts Jading to hi arr and forcibl d p rtation 
with ut any nnnoun III nt about hia d st,inllti n while he wa on his way 
to Delhi with obj at of pacifyin people after unfortunat <'pilOd th r 
on Much 30th. rav all gations r mad that IInth riti 8 in 1111 
I)njustifiably fir d on cro ds killing and wounding vera!. ov rom nt 
(If lndi have i nond d mands for inquiry intu this nnd havo publi h d 

partf at t ment of Local Governm nt xon r ting I I authoriti II on 
uncouvlOcing stat m nta. Had Gandhi b en allow d pr d lIli 

ommitt believ h would h ve r stor d nonna! nditions. 
on contl'tlry by his arr at nd dopo,·tation provok d outbreaks in 
Hud Virllmgaun. utbreak had become immin nt in B mbay 0.180, but i 
\ 9.S averted by wi e action of authoriti s in r straining poJic and Milit ry 
find efforts of Gandhi Ilnd other lead ra pHci(j~d peopl and r tor d qui t. 

• ommitt invite attention to t.he contrast betwe n th rapidl y with 
which tranquillity was r stored in Ahmedabad by pr n of andbi, hi' •• 
co-operation along with that of other I aden ,,-ith authoriti s lind IItinu · 
!lIlC of disorders in Punja ",here reckleslI and horrihle m thods of r pr , . 
Mion und r Martial Law such as publi flogging of itizen str 1.11 
dropping of bombs from aeroplanes, whol nl firing on p pI mblJ d 
in atr ta, ha" been resorted to. Thes methods of r pr sion b ted 
h rrOT and r entm nt throughout country. 

• ommitt reco iae n d for strong measur • to d &1 with popular 
viol nc wh re occurring and popular lenders and bodie and all publio m n 
re r ady to co·op rate with Government in putting down popular exc I 

and violent movements agl\inat authority, but u e of such methods as have 
b n in force in Punjab antagoni8e feeling of people wards Government 
nd lOW ede of bittern Mel distrust. 

• Committee most earnestly urge His M8je~ty 's Governm nt to inter· 
vene and put an end to these methods, and to order the appointment of 
commission of offic,ials and non·offic· to inv stigate caus of discontent 
and allegations of exc by authorities I r pr sing popular outbreaks. ' 

, My Lo d, t at wa sub mitt d on the 28th of April this 
year and i prayed that the Government hould appoint an 
early ommi ion. 

• Committee strong y urge His Ya,j ty's Government to colllljd6l' that 
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popular di8content hlUl b n provoked by cau e et forth abovt. .At 
Aroritsar disturbances follow d immediatt>ly on ir Michael O'Dw er's 
action in arreRting and deporting Dr. Kitchlew and Dr. atyapal. om· 
miLte most eamcstly repr sent that situation cannot be dealt. with alon 
by ropr uion and attitude of sternness towards p ople displayed in RCIIO' 
lution of Indian Government of 14th instant which gives f ee hand to Local 
Government to employ every weapon in armoury 0 repr ion Bnd is sadly 
laCking in spirit of conciliation. ituation cnlls for higheot stat amnnship 
which will deal with it in spirit which animat d Bri ish Government and 
Indian p ople in their recent struggle for maIDtennnce of liberty and 
ft edom of peopl s from despotic domination Ilnd not in a mood of ruthless 
repre8sion . 

• AlI·India Congr 8S Committee feel that thl\y cnn appeal ith confid nee 
to lIis Maj sty's Ministen to consider this rcpreeentatior1 with sympathy 
and to take definite at ps forthwith to reverse the policy of repression and 
to satisfy Indian feeling with regard ' to the Muhammadan qu stion, the 
reforms and repeal of Rowlatt Act. Committe respectfully submit this 
action alone will secur real eae and contentment in the land.' 

rAt this stag the Council adjourn d for Lun b..] 
IJ.'HE HO 'BLl<] P A DIT MADA :MOHAN M.ALA-

VIYAr: -" My Lord, thfl point to which I wa drawing a t D-
~ tioD wh nth oun il 1'0 e wa wh ther th re was opon rcbol

lion in Amrit ar and Lahore and certain part of the Punjab 
when this notification wa publi hed.. Becau , my L 1''d, 
thfl Bill tart with saying, it as umes, that there wa op n re
bellion and aU the a t which took place sub quent to the 
declaration that th re wa a state of open r belli on are ba d 
upon and flow from it, 0 to say. Now, my Lord, I hav drawn 
attention to th gen ral ituation whi b exi ted in the Punjab 
and th country at about the time 1vhen tIli d laration was 
made. I hav drawn attention to it in ord r that a bird ey 
view may be pre ented of tb sit"l1ation as a whol , and I ha.ve 
shown that the All-Indio. ongr ommitt dre - th('\ atten
tion of Gov mm nt to th fact that the eli oreler which had 
tak n pIo.c had th ir origin not in an thin~ in th attitude 
of th p opl so much a in the attitude of th nuthoritie 
who had to deal with th p op1e. N()w, my Lord, I want to 
nt r som what in detail into the circum tance whi h exi ted 

th n. I onsid r it e ential to do 0 in ord r that thi ardinal 
fact, thi key- ton of thl whol unfortunate difice, which 
onstituted the stabli hm nt of martial law and it results, 

should b . fairly and quar ly fix d at it proper place. 
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.at that place the mob wa fit' d upon; they "\\ re at that time 
una1'lhe<J.; I am told that they (htl not eYen have a tick in 
their 1 ands; r am told that there wa liD attituu o£ defian COl' 
violenco, and at that tim it i possible that the mob mjght 
have b en g . ntly pross d back, g 'ntly and fir'mIy pres ou buck. 
It was then that tiring '\ ,as rosOl'ted to, and as a ollsequ nce 
the people became iucens d, and that so e pel' ons th n died 
and some were wound d. N ws was taken to the city; thi 
foster d th res ntment of the E ople. Fil'iJlg W4 ro orted 
to a second time n a1' this bridge and more pel' on were 
kill d. '1'he Deputy ommi sioner, in hi own statem nt, 
aY8 thttt beforo firing took place the mob did not commit any 

C,"C ss , I have vi den e to show that violence was done 
£01' the hops were fired. Now, my Lord, MI'. Mile Irving, 
th D Imty Oommissioner, says iha the wor t that he xp t d 
fl'om th deputation wn a disordody demon tration at hi 
hous . ' It is all g d on th side o£ the people that if Uli 
firing had not b en l' sorted to, nnd if more l' Iltraint had be n 

- 'XOI' is d, all the viI that followed might not have t-ak n 
pIn .• :My Lord, what happoned was deplombl. Infurior d 
by having som of the mob killed OT wound d, a :p,ortiOll 0 

.... tb mob went bllck to tll ity aying' they have kill d m 
of our men, let u fight thom.' Up to tltat tim ethe vid n 
proves that no harm wa done, the mob then. I'U hed bn k to 
wher fn 1 is tacked, I huv my e1£ een the tack of woo< 
th y picked up pi c B of wood n 0.1' th railing and th n 10 t 
their temp 1', l'etul'D d and ommitt (1 the foul mUl'd rs that 
th y did. I suomit that the,e UTe the circum tunc which 
we should b ar in mind in considering what happened. I 
lleed not of COUI' expl' s my sorrow for the live 10 t; very 
d c~l;lt man must )' gr t the fnct tha. tYr. tuart and Mr. 
Robin on and that oth l' Eur p an at the railwu,y tation wore 
kill d. '1'h wli.ole unfortunate affair wa fini hed in the OUl'S 

of wo h tUB. Th t port in th ' ivil nnd Militar Gaz tt ! 
says that at 5-30 P.M. all wa quiet. I hall not go into th 
qu tion wh ther the firing a ju tifi d or not, but I would 
draw attention . to th fa t that th fir t firing ha.ving tak n 
pIa e, and the mob havin b om infuriate.d it w nt into the 
city to I' veng it H by tak-ing th liv of five European 
£ How-br thr n. In a ouple of hour all wa qui t at 
Amritsar. There was no trouble on the 11th. The people 
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brought bark th orp , th Hindu and th Mo 1 ill d id d 
that they hould llccompany th corp in honour f th 
men and buri d OT bur.tl th ill a Ol"ding to § th ·ir r li .,ion. 
r 'h~y; fini h d the whole job b 'r !) or 10. Thou and of 
p >opIc arne out to accompany the hi l' of th un£ortun t 
men who had b n killed, and t no a singl untm Ilrd in i
c1 nt 0 curl' ,d in Amrit nr. AfL r having buried 01' hurnt ill 
eMp s the pe pI came baok to Lhe cit and all was qUl t. n 
the, 1 th again all "a qui t at Amrit ar. n th 13'tlt th 
S dition Meeting WI\ pro lrum d in Amrit ar. p to. 
that tim lin was qui t. I honld lik an iomb l' on hulf of 
the Government to ite on ingl fact or cil' urn tUll ,hicl 
wCtlld show that aiter 5-30 Oil t]JO 10th April, wh n 1.h 
unfol'tunat deuths took place, at th 'ailwn ,tation o,nd 
bank that ther wo a sing] incident at Am 'i l 91' whi h I 

ouid by any stretch of imnginutioll b ('on tTll d into op lL 

l ' bellion. (y Lord, what happen d on the 13th? t i dis
tre ing to think of. On the evenill ' of th 12th a c rt in 
numb I' of persons tried to have a m etin' lleld in u. l·tnin 
place in t.h· city, very f('VI' p opl att na d, but wa ' 
announc d at the meeting that a moeting- would b held 01\' 

the following day at J a liianwala JJagh. This is a pIa whicl 
i sUlTounded on all idE.' by bOll es, thore a1' thr or lour 
e.-its to it, the big-go L exit is on ono sid and th small l' • its, 
ar not larger than the door of thi, hall. I m told that 
b t1 'een 16,000 and 20,000 persons a8sembl d ther. It wa 
gb'en out that Lalu Kanhaya. .Lal, a very old and t,(, m 
pleader of Amrit aI', would pride. Lal a Kanhaya Lal tol 
m per onally tlJat. he npv I' was approa hed and that h n vel' 
gave hi cons nt to PI' sid, that thi was fals ly given out. 

"That was a ruse to draw the peopl to th m ·ting. 
Hearing that a mall of his po iti nand re £ eta ility wa ' 
~oing to pl' side, many p ople cam to attend the m ting. 
That da al 0 happened to be, my Lord, the By,yaldt1; day. 

"Th Bysakhi day i one of tb rno t important day in' 
.A.mrit.sar, and on that doy one of the bigge t mel(£,~ i h ld' 
th p. P opl com to Amrits91 or th mela from long dia": 
tunee , not only from the- iut rior parts of Amn 8 r, but :from 
long distance, from R 'lwal Pindi and Po hwal'. A numb r ' 
of ikllS and Jut had come to .A.mritsar for the By.~alchi day. 
The, e people not howing that meetings had b en prohibited: . , 
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• 8 mbl d in the J nllianwaln. Dagll in large num r I I am 
told th y number d about 20,000. The' 'ivil and Military 
Gaz ite' states III it r port tlJat th p pI numb>rd about 
6,000. But whatov r th llumb r Dlay b ,th goth lin wa 
ertainly a. very lllrg Oll('. )ly Lord, when the mc tin had 

.. I robl d., wh >n ev ral thou and. of p opl ltau a 'robl d, 

.un aeroplane pa ed over th pIa· wh l ' ue m cting wa to 
be h lel, and within 11al£ an hour or 0 0 thi, came the 
hoop, anu whil the people were . itting dowI) to hearth 
1 ·tnrc whi h was b iug (I ,liver d b one of th mell, 11 
troop ame and fir d upon t h p .opI and role peopl ay 
without giving them any , nrning' or any Lime to l'Ull away 
arom th meeting. ow, lll} Lord, it ha lleo11 sta t d b til 
J1011 bi the Hom :ll mb J', that· t1w number of p rson who 

ad be 11 kill d th)' has be 'n tllH'pd to 300.' But from a. 
lett r l' c iv'd this morning by nw from a fri nd, I am in
formed, that tll number of death whi ·h hn"e b en tra d 
:till- ally amount. to 530 kill d and 190 wounded, and mong 
lh 5:\0 killed, he gives)) thtl name of 42 boy who ~ 
mng on fo110w8: ---1 from 7 month, ho was bing OJ !Cd 

·by his fatl)er to th pIa e, to 15, 17, 18, 14 and n of 4 
'Ypa1' ,mol' than on of 12 . 8.1' sev I':ll 0 14 yell!' tutU 

'veral 1)£ 15 voar . Th flJ' th l1am s of tho bo who 
'W('l'o kill d a.t this m oting. 'l'Le na.mes of many other mi t 
bo fortLroming, but yon if thi Ii t is .6.na1 a I v 1 mur 
wi h and hope it may b , ev n, my Lord, the nllmb l' i np
pallinO' to think of, and it i o.]so horribl to think ! th ac·t 
tha.t p opl a mbled at a, meting sittin down to h ar a 
ledur hou]d b fir d UpOll b ITi Mai e ty' tr op and 
wh 11. th y w r running for th i r live they honld till be 
£1'l.'d upon and tha.t 0 many of th TIl houlel b kill d in a 
'few miuut tim. row, m,· Lord. J honld lik tIl Hon'bIe 
HI Hom ember with nil hi r nding of Li tOl to ite 
OIt in tun e 0 horribl to think of u ih on Iik tL Jallian
'waln Bagh, anc1 to t 11 me if any overnnwnt h att mpt d 
io pall an I]Hll.'mnif~ring Bill to .iu tif anything approll h
'jug the de d thnt w l' p rp tratpd in 1 J. l1illnwalo. Bagh. 

Lord. I will go ba k to Lahor for a mom ut. I 
-Will com back a:ft Twurd to th v nt that fonow d at 
Amrit ar. But I t m a.y hl.'r that von after tIli butehery 
'in tIl Jallianwala Bagh-and th Dagh is now called the 
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bloody Bagh . n after thi the p pI did no h w the 
maHe t ign of "I)UlmiWnno any viol .ln . 'rhey ubmitt d 

to these a,trociti th y calmly resigned th "m Iv to i ' md 
ther is not on ingl in ident m ltion d whi h W llltl ju tify 
finybody to describe th staJe of thing in Anuit Ill' n n t l' 
that event and be or it wa pro luim el, tho. ther wa. l\ 
r-obeUion in Amrit aI', a all act of vio1en'0 or ho tility to 

overnm nt. 'Ihi wa ' my LOI'd, n the 13th of :April. n 
tb . om da,y by a llotifi aEon, to which I hay alr ad r £81'
l'cd, it was de ·land that. a tll.t of op n l'cb ilion t\ aillst 
tho authority of th 0 mm nt . xiat in c rtll.in parts of 
th Punjab, and by aJ:lI> ( rdinun t' thi wa e nd d to 01101' 

and Aml'it aI', whi h w r the fir t whi h am in for t b 
op ration of t!tis d claration. Now 1 sulnuit, my Lord with 
1'1'1' at 1'e t, there is nothillg I .Imow of and I hay takell 
pain to v rify the facts, to ju ti£y the d clul'ation that th l' 

WO t tat of op n rebellion in Am1'it al' n th ' du til tour 
Lord hip was advi ed that tb 1'e wa r hellion. I will o· 
ba k to l,ahore. Lahore ob~oTved the Sql of April a a 
• atyagl'aha duy. The Jay pa ed off p a' fuUy, . p 0 th 
10tb no untoward vent happ n d in LahOl eith r, n th 
10 t h owing to the ne' s of Dr .• ntyapal and Dr. J it hI \V 

having beon deport d,. there was all this trouble in Amrit m'. 
The am day n 'w ,as I ' c ived in Lohor that Mr, Gandhi 
had b n ane ted, lind depOI't d to a plac unJmowlI, I ro an 
to s y, th . place where h wa deported wa. nor an;n.o\Jl1.ced. 
l' w, my Lord, Mr. Gandhi , a i probably known, not 0 1 to 
m Indlan friends but to every g ntleman in thi rountry or at 
least ought to b knowll, is It g ntlemau who is 11 ld in tb 
highest rver nee by millions oi p opl. By hi saintly 
eilara t r, by hi de ire not to hurt any :f l1ow~man, by hi 
de ir to stand up iol' truth, ju tiee and humanity, h has 
~stabli hed himself in the affections an 1 l' V r nro of th 
'People to an ext nt which i not enjoyed by any other of my 
t Ilow- ouutrymen. 3fr. G1I11dhi having be I~ 1'0 ponsibl for 
the atJ/aqraha da b i)lg ob p.ryed, he had to i su instruc
tion t at the da 8ho\\ld 1;>0 0 f>TV d without an iolen, 
without cau ing any hurt to any iellow-mon; but ('~rtain un
na1)py evt'nt to whi h hav already reierred haVing takon 
pIa e at Delhi, Jlublir 'Iltiment having b ~n rou d by tb Be 

~vent , Mr. ~dhi wo coming to D lbi. to qui t tb people 
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and to see that £ed ing bould not be fu ther mbittol'eu. 
While he wo.. on his way to D 1hi, the 0" 'rnment of Indi 
wasadvi d to issue an order confining him to Bomha , and 
tl Q Govemm nt of tho Punjab and th Delhi admini tr8tion 
i ued ordol's prohibiting him from ntering ih Punjall and 
Delhi. :lly L01·d, thaL wa a gratuitous in ult o:ffer d to :i\1r. 
Gandhi. Any ovomm>nt ought t,o:f ho OUl' u by th 
pre He of a. man lik · Mr. Gandhi wi hin it own juri di ion, 
lind in asking Mr. Gandhi to keep out £rOIn the Punjab and 
th D Ihi pl'ovinrc, tIle admini. trations of thos :pI e howed 
tha.t they did not take the broadminded yi w whi h tho t 
th h ad of admini trations are xpect 1. to take in uch mat
t r. 'W 11, the result was that as ih news wa reccivf)d that 
:i\h. andhi had b en arr sted and deported; th tem.p r of 
the people was b'ied. t Lahore, a mob ga.ther d and th y 
were going towards the Government Rou 0 towards the PI> r 
Mall, in order, 1 am told, to go up to Governm nt . cm e to 
make a r presentation. They po. s d Boveral Europ build
ing ; they paB. d sev raj European gentl men without t)h~)w
ing th small st sign of any dc. ira io hurt anybod. The 

. EUl"op ans '\Vh have th ir Bh ps on the Upper Mall did no 
finn. any of th if shops inj ur d, not even a pane injured. 
\\7hen ih y were on the pp I' Mall at one place th poli e 
wnnt d to prohibit th m from going any further and wanted 
to turn th m back. The did not liko to b turned ba ] , 
but ventunlly they agr ed and they did turn ba k, and th ir 
atW,ude in going back bows that if firing had not been r -
orted ·to, there would h(\v been no viI con quenco r BUlt

ing from th presence of th mob a,t that plac for a. little 
whil. A little g ntl ] r uusion, a, littl firmer attitucl , i£ 
n d b would have u eeded, that is th beli £ of a lot of 
PCOII . ow, my Lord, that having happened, when the mob 
w r going ba k near Anarkali th y were fir d upon and 

rtain p r on 10 t their lives. Thi nrag d puhli · fe ling. 
but what hupp n d P I a k your Lord hip to no that there 
i no p 'or] on earth th t I l.-now ot, that I b ve ad 01, 
Ol" IleaI'd of wl.lQ would ba" hown their law-abiaing chara t r 
b tt r than dId th propl of LahOl'e and Delhi wh r th 
firi!!g had b. n r~ ort d to. Th y did not do an thing, th y 
wcnt b Il: to th IT hom. It wa all quiet at 8 o'clock. 
B fore tl\C p ople had r turned to their home , Governm nt 
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for the statement, but hough to tell mr wh ther it, wa 
nr was not. Wo want fact. It contains man official 
Communique8. 

" ow, my Lord, th p opl who wer wound d by tL(
firing of lir. 11 ron at the 'iddhan bridge wh l' the lallght
orcd calf wa hung u wer t. k n thr ugh buzoflr to _ Tiyanin 
whe)' an op nair meetillg wa all th . beiug h Id (> 

keep) tll public ngage~. At this. meting, p' h on 
llilldu-Muhnmmadan umty wer d hver d, a.nd th pcopl~ 
w l' ad is d to be calm, 'Vide in trtlction gh- n to the 
lflluager of th I lamia • cbool by the actin D puty om-
mission r to deliv r a. leetur at th meeting. Th nnag r' 
fat<'ment in the Pleader' a will be quile sufficient foJ' 

tllnt purpo . 'rue point I am coming to i that bis wat' 
all t1 troub1, th regl' tta.ble, unfortunate houbl. l~ut it 
\vu all over by about 3 :r.M. Moreo.r, th re bad e n llf) 

l'iot.s in th oi y prop r. 'rho p opl had k pt P 1'£ t1y qui t 
in th it, and all the (> v nts occmred in tho ei,-il tatioll 
out id tll i cuIar Road. Beh~ ell <) and 4 r.M., ju·t 11 oui 
tho tim wh n, a wa aid in the' ivil and Military nz~tte · . 
report, the rowd \\-a dispersing,:l rop1all arriv d. 0"-, 
my L rd, th crowd had disp l' cd and the remnant of tll 
rO\.cl weI' dispel' iJl~ Wl101\ the II l'op11U,le arri.pu and bQ b 

,\" l' uropp d from the f\Oroplnnc in se.era1 places. n. hav(' 
1:1 n Ylru1 of the pIn es \';'b(,J'e the c bomb weI' dropped, 
and I hl.\ 1 amt on the spot that everal li.e weI' 10 t, 
fly in one 1a (' and two in allOther. Wh n th rowd had 
di :pel'S d 01' was gOiilg back. 1 hou1d like th ouneil to 
be mform d ",h 1'(1 was th n e ity for dropping bomb from 
a r plan upon tll(' town of ujrnnW'al a? It wa Dot ill 

Oil. pIa c that bomb were dropp d but in ma1iy pIa ,ancI 
in pIne Sill th enfl-e of th innllbitcd I urt of the ity' hiC'h 
wa t\U sUl'l'ounded by hon s. On bomb wa a1 0 d1'opp a 
in th bOl1.l'ding hou e of the Khal n, High. 'ohonl, ~'11 1'0 ISO 
boy w r about the plu e at the time. 

" Bombs wer a1 0 dropped in th uburb of ujranwala 
wh r the mob' had commltt d uo _ ('e e, and al 0 outsid 
the town of ujramnl1a 0,," r the hOlld' of Lam AmnT ath, 
pl ad",. one of the '. eretarie of the Home Ru](> L 3gl1 . 

A bomb wa 01 0 clropp 1 in another illage cIo by, wh r 
I nm told, a woman and child weI' kill d by i . Now, my 
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affect thc que tion of a. tat of open rebellion at that. I 
would now invite. 0\11" Lordl;hip' att ntion to 1he cOlld im
portant part. Whllt I havo said ha T{'f 'I' -n (l to th tat~
m('nt in the l,rcam bJ of th 13ill thn.t 'owin to rent di -
1Il'lll'f jn ('('rtain dt hid in the Punjab and other pal'! of 
India it Iltl h('en neee l:Ial' {Ol' th(, pur)o (. mai tnjnin~ 
lInel r('storing ol'lkr to n' ort to mortiu I w. I Te pc Htill 
qU'stiOll ill rOfl'cctncs, thc truth, \J£ tbi ta em nt, mId I 
!'Ollhmit that if tIll' C'OlUlt'ij i not placed in po c ion of [art 
ihut ma.y b in the po '0 ion of Governm nt, if th uncil 
it! l]Ot phwed in l)OS 0 ion of fact wbi h would ju tHy tbo 
stntcm nt that t]JCT' WII open TelJellion in Amrit •• Lah r 
nud other pla(·os this pI' amble 0 the Bill u ht no to hncl 
wbo)'o it doc. 

" Th n, my Lord, tho ecoml point to whi 'l1 would 
invit attention is, in the pl'eanible olso. It ay tha it Wll 

11 e8 ory for the purpose of maintaini.ng and re torin ordlor 
to l' ort to ffim'tialla\\". :row, my Lord, what nr th fad? 
I hav submitted that 1111 was qui!' at mritsal' at abou1 fJ-:!O 
or 80 I()U tIl afternoou of th n'gJ'pUablc <lu,y whe!, . C" I'ul 
}~uJ'Op flJl Imd Iudinn ]iv(' wt'l'e 10 t. 011 the 11th lIud 12th 
tlll'J'(1 \YU no LO) nee on tho part of thl.' poopl,. )n tlH' 1:1(11 
the violell'l'\ that took pIaC' was IIl1 the. part of 10(' of ' h 
liut hOl'iti(>s nnd uot nf Ow p 'ople. H<,yontl the lath nothul~ 
10uk pla (' on the llal't of t h' peoph·. How WII it n c~' 31'Y 
th(1n, fOl' the purpose of muintaining 01' 1'(' turing' ol'dt'J' to 
J'(l ol't to mHrtialluwP Order hod bC'en }'(' tored; tlll' pi inn. 
tho l'egl'cttabl e pa E!ion whi'h had led to c'rtaill 'rime ', lIn.d 
been e -ha,u tI , had e 'hall t d th m >lv s, l'1Ie p ople felt 
that ther a nothing mol' to be COll(, rued about. Th r 
i on important i1' urn tan to wbich I will dra.w att nti n 
in thi (' nnC' tioll. rrllt' non bI!' the Hom )[ ... moor J})[\(le 
a fervent app al to tho e of my friend who hav be D ble ed 
with lllrge -take in the country to l' it ct "'hat woulJ be their 
fate and th f t of tll ir prop 1't if law :md ord l' W re not 
to be pl' rv d. L t m tell the Hon ble M rob r and all 

ho ma,y wi h' to know it that th poll in Amrit 31' wa 
pt'adicall ab ent a ter th di order a.nd · that tb peop}<> 
th m TO 01' aui d pa.rtie tUld kept wat 11 and wal'd OWl" 

ih city lind 'Pt' f w unfortunate '" nt 0 urred' I beliey 
that non oc urI' d a,t (Ill far a I am told. Til people 
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finding that the poli w re nGt dGing theix duty in k epiu~ 
-wat h and wal'(l a.n.d givillO' 'prote bon, ol'gaui '.d tl~ 10 ~hE' 
into. parti and prot a d theIr :Lown from nny fii hld ttl. l' 

within 01' from Gutside. I S1Jbrnit there 1', that the ' Iat -
ment that i " '0 neco ary £0.1' t'L 1 urpoB of mointllini~lg 
(lr restoring order to. l' ort to martin] lu,~ i n t ' OtT ct, fit) 

far Aml'i t ar i oncel'n.ed. 

GW, let me om to Lahor.. I it ('o.rrcd jn th(> ' [ 8 

~f Lahor? I hov ubmitt d' that whil LahGre had n lorg 
Europ an population n ither at the tim' of the trouul on 
th 10th nG.1' at any oth l' timo wa any Etll'QP an ill ct 'US' l' 

£ hi life or of hi lib rty. It i said, a \Va pointed out b 
Mt'. "lhanda, eral day aft l' th ovent that t\ liJ\U'opNlD 
poli e officer had r c iv d a hurt and th t hi , h O(~ lind io 
be bllll(laged, but it was also ta.ted that. th hurt had o('('n 
(lUU d to him by a policeman. l 'hnt b('ing 0., my Lord, 
ask OVCl'y erob l' of thi ouneil to (lU i01' illformnHOl' 
whi h ,you]d convin e him tba t tIt 1'e wa tiny dang' r whic'h 
:liny reasonable maJl- Dl '11 who a1'e overtuk('n b owul'dicc 01' 

vho lluve a crayon f ar, Ull iud 'nuabl fear ma ru into 
pu,ni .-but I hould lil{ to know any ircumstan ",hic·h 

'( 'ould hav led any cl ceut man, Burop'fln or IndiM, to UJinl" 
that hi Hfo 01' hono'll' was in dang r in LalJ()l' during {h(1 
'(tays betw 'n the 10th :lllcl 15th April, -w1l n it wa der-lur d 
that, Lahor wa in a tat of 0P'll reb )lion. I submit it W'ilS 

not. I ubmit that it is to the credit of Lahore thu,t tlJougll 
th~. 0 unfortunate events, shooting of som illlW cnt 1,()J.f!Oll , 
had occui'l'cd, it k('pt its head (1001 and it did not gi (~ it 
follow- itizen, its European fellow- 'itizcns, ro n or worn 'U., 

-any cnus to think ill of th p opl of Lahore. It did not 
-giv any fellowmen amollg Europeans any nlts to adopt (Ill 

'attitude of re entm('ut lUuch 1 s of vindictivclH'I ' to, IInlR 
'any fellow man, and y i , my Lord, it was d clar d that 
Lilio]' was ill <}, tate of l'eb Hi on. I ubmit it was not, und 
that i a ardinal point in dealing with this Bill. 

" l[y Lord, what 31' tIL orders that wer issued unil r 
martial law, hich ev n by the wilde t trot h of t1 · Imagilla
tion an be aicJ t have b ' n dem.and d for maintaining (lr 
l' toring ord l': What aT the fa t which made it n c -
'ury to lB ue the ord l' for maiIdaining 01' ·1' toting ord r in 

ahore? I gave noti , my Lord, I hi .d to eli('it iu('ts by 
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II string of que.tions; unfortunately a I ha id beforl'
Government hay not thou~ht fit to an w r them, and I tal..: 
it, I am ntitled to t.k It by impli tion, that they bay 
admitted the truth of it; at any rate until on behalf 0 ov-
Cl'nmcnt fact contrary to th impli d in my que tion a 
stated, I am ntitl d in d aling with a matt l' of nch grave 
import-an e as this Bill to um til t th truth of. th .• 
statem nt cannot b imp a hed. ow, my Lord, whnt are 
th martial law ord r that weI' i 11 d? B fore I 1?roc d 
ful'th l' I hould lik to r f r to th parti ular martial la, ' 
order to which th Ron'bl th llome M 'rob l' dr watt nti 1,1_ 

If in th light of ub qn nt e (>nt th plrit of. th. t 01' 1 I ' 

had b n oLs rv d, w hould not no'" di u ing thi BiH 
1 -day . But unfortunately the ad ani d out w nt far b -
yond and grcatly against tho pirit of that order. '.I fir I, 
(JuC' tion to which 1 hall draw att nt-ion i tha.t £ flog' illg .. 
] row many 1? r on w r flo g d and or 'w'hat offC'nc . ~ 1 
hav lookod mto the qu tion and I nIHl tlnl thcr(' is:1 1'0-
yi ion thnt flogging should not b on of th puni 11 l'llt t( 
b ' infli ted by th Martial Law C'ommi sion. If I am rlg-hl. 
;nul i think I am right, tIl n it is regrettable that fI. ~ging 
w( l' ort d to to tht' • tent it was during th£' ('On inuoncl 
of martial law at Lahor Dll'itsar. nnd oth('r pluc . M 
Lord 'an l,l.yonc tell mo thllt it wu .ner{' af,Y to r OJ to 
fi()ggiu~ in ord l' to nwilliuln ordrI' 01' to 1'(' tore ord r:" 
\\Tlth tb anlpl mililar l' our 'es of the Empire to whit'll 
your Lord hip 1'l'f ned in your pe(>('h Oil the 3rd il taut did 
tl)t' OVCfl1m>nt tund in nn 7 dang r of hln-ing tb ir au hority 
up t if they did not I' 01'1, to illi ,ill' form of infl.iding 
puni hm nt on a follow-mnn. I boulc1 lilm to kll0W what 
j u tHication ran b pI ad d for I he flogging that WI rc ort >ll 
(0 iu variou plae s. r Lord lending m(>ll w{'r . u1'l'estcd 
iu mrH ar. I will r fer to th order u I und them ill ordcr 
to av time. 
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di u it in 

B IT _-'BLE FA -nIT:AI A - [>lIA 
: -" 'Il'Ul', iudil't'dly that would b th 

Lnd." 
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<of the lane, Dl'itillh soldi)' W 1'e plal'ed thel to ec that 
the onler W obeyed, I hould liJee to know jf thi wa D C -

flaTY for th I)urpo c of maintaining aw and order. The]l, 
Diy Lord th ole tl'i' bghting and tb. Wilt 1'- upply 0 ihl' 
~'ity of Amrit al' in ·!tlding h ciyj} lin wa cut off 01' 
lour 01' fiv dny .from tb 12th of .J. pl'il In t. It is al1\o lI, 

fact thai t huge numhel' of w ninth Clty of AnHit ar 
hud bC'Ac'll ,10 'd when Ul', King , ', 'put Comilli iOnPl ', 

beNmse 110 thought that th wator of th well wa not h<'tllth,\", 
By ill( sI Hiug oft or 1 ril'i(,jt and water Imppl.r lUlH'h 

hurd hip w iufiided on tb p ople, I shou d Iik to Imm 
how thi Will) 11 '("('ssary in order to maintain onl l' or to l'C'Hiol'l' 
~)f(lor? 'I'll Jl, my Lord, it j said t h:lt a numu 1 of peop11', 
>(,l'y '8P dable p ·opl ,inr]uding lwkt'l' , la.wyer :mel doc'
tOI' , WI'I'O k<,pt handndfed in Pllj], for t'Y l'a1 da Til. (rh('~· 
wel'O kepi' in au open l'IItk,t ("ouri, whl'l" it wa v y bot jll 
th dn, and vory <.:old at night. 'l'lwy were kept IHUllkuft'('.I 
oContinuou 1 £01' 24 hour of til(' doy rOl' ('v ra1 tog th('!' and 
they hod to 'nt, drink, sle p mul l\tWllll to the aU of natm 
'whil t 111mdcuiTeu ill pail'. I sllonld lik' to know i it ll!> 

lll'Ce 01' for the ma.int(,llanec (If In", aml ord!']' t j U( ul"l t 

mel r 01' c'arry out anything of that SUI't-? Flll'tl1('f, In 

10M 'i ho,t whpn un Ow 15th April t_l' aC1'Oplunc .lid th{ j I' 
W lIllt( right-euol1 tlH~ peopl<· of Gl1jrnnwala u thC'y did. 
th(I I'o a not the sruullc t ugge lion t hilt th('re was auy I')lirit 
_ 1'( hdlion (11' 1'!' iahmro in illl' tOWll , 

'rho D puty om11.li ioner () • ujnmwllla, with a tl'llllg 
body or IloLico aJld European 801die1' tl1ld with an arllollT(,ll 
cal' mar 'brd to th house o£ Lula Mf.'lll nal , B.A., LL.B., 
I}l ltd 1', ond anc ted and handcuff d him and took him < wny, 
WitllOlIt allowing him to tIl' se bj..m 1£ or to speak to hi, 
iflmily. TIH' pnrty then m t )[1'. Lahh , ill",h, )f.A. ( nlltab), 
Dllrl·iato.l'-n.t-ln\v, and lUI' ted anu hanucuff d him and C'huin-

d him with Lala At la ROlli. l'hey proc: ded to th hOll • 

of twenty oth r gentl D1 n (plcndex' bank ·r and other 
reap ·tabl itiz n ) and an t d and band uff d and chain(>(\ 
them all to eth 1'. 'fhe PeI' on 0 an t(>d and h< in d io
g th r W(,l' Dlor·h d to th ity two and tw • h ad d by a 
] illtlu and a :Unborn ,dan, to ridi 'u.le Hindu and Mahollicdon 
unity n wn at d fit the tim li olond 'Dri n. 'fw() 

uui iplll Commi io r under the ol'd('l' of olon I 'Brien 
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(Bd.) A. L. R on , 

Summary ourt.' 

C/ My L rd, thi i t e wa>: in which. opl h. v b n 
d priv d of th ir honour a.nd liberty. I it m n that hese 
hall bind mnified? 

I.B.16 
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" There is another copy of n order dated !o) th May, 1919-
with finding, pas ed in the ourt of the am gentl man, 
Mr. A. L. lloyle, Magistrato, 1 t 'la ,at Lyallpur. 

, Finding. 
'Accused 1 to 12 h guilty of rioting ~Aection 147, Indian P Ilal 

Code) and offenc und r 8 etion 25 of the T I graph A i, lie u d 13, 14, 
16 guilty und r section 147, India.n Penal Cod , a ed 16,- 17 18 doubtful. 

'P nalty or dis sal. 
'Aeeus d ita Ram (1) '2 years' rigorous imprisonment lor each offenct', 

a<' U8 dRam Dutt 6 months' rigorous imprisonment for rioting IUId 18 
montbs ' rigorous imprisonm Ill. for th offenc under t JOD 25, T legraph 
Act, Amar ath (2) Kesar Mall, ya.n Chand, Amar ath (6) Agya Ram, 
Kl\ka Rnm, Ha.ri Chand, Divan CllImd, Girdhari , ita Ram (1~) , 6 months' 
rigorous imprisonment for rioting and 1 yea.r rigorous impriaonm nt. under 
• iion 25 Telegraph Act. All senten conse utive. 

'K Sllr 'ingh, Teja ingh and Bhag ingh 3 months' rigor u imprison. 
m nt, N nd ingh, Balwllnt ingh Ilnd JaimaJ ingh acquitted.' 

" ow, my L rd, thi i th way in which hllV (' 1111.. 
b n mad of th lib rty and h nour of many 110"'- ubj t 
of oUfS. 
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effigy of th> Killg. I will ]" ad th juclgmeut to YOllr Lord-
ship. 1t ays: - • 

• Bhagwan Da8s, Kapllr hand and Barkat Ali are eye wito a tQ 
the fact, that u mob oi Hindus in whom the 28 accus d w r included burnt 
the effigy of King Georg on the bank of a or k of the Chenab ntlal' th 
town of Ramnagar aod then mltr hed back through tbe tOWD. Th 1 ader 
in this WIlS Hari • ingh Giani, Headmaster, who roduc d a small ffigy 
which h burnt on a funeral pyre on tbe bnnk and througbout acted II 

err 1'1 whil others anKwered as chorus. The cry raised w s • Rowlatt 
Dill Kala Dill Marya' (and His Majesty's name is brought in and abused) . 
• Th Row18tt Bill, Black Dill is d ad' (and abuse of tb King Emp ror). 
'Th ush a wer cast into riYer by Mari Ringh and m 8t people bathed ns 
purification . Other witnesses one Hindu and several Muhammadans, give 
eviden.C6 that Hari Singh Giani , Daulat Ram, Balmokand, K aram iL.'lnd 
lind Gobind nhai organisl'd a IWTtal on the a[t,Prnoon of th 15th. nd 
had enlled nll the Hindus to II me ting ncar the river. 00 t,heir return. 
til y enm through the town headed by Eari in~h 88 crier, shouting out. 
RowJatt Bill Kub Bill marya (the Rowlo.tt Bill, the Black Bill, II dad, 
and abusing His Majeaty- I urn trlUl lilting the word, I do nat wi It 
to utter tbell1) . 'The crowds I.r said to have consisted of about 200; 
hut I\ll~ thr e principlll witnes8e~ united in naming tbe 28 nccllB d. Jl)6 

nllmod others but the so have been w edpd out where not corrobor ted . 
Th witn 9Sl'8 who lIUW the ~rowd ret,urn also nl\med the n cused though 
on or two were doubtful in the CIIS of 5 or 6. , 

• • • 
'All th 1\ cus d pl~ad not guilty. Most of thpm call witnesses for 

good hameter or for alib;s of no value. It is noticeable that witn 8168 fOl' 

til duience do their best to pro\' their own absence during til 'Peri d 
of th alleged off nc , which suggests that they nl'e not pr pared to d ny 
that 8'nch a thing took plllce. • 

• • • • .. 
• f the defence witnesses worth noticing, thos for Balmoka.nd tried 

to prove nn a/;lJi for him in Gujrnnwllla. He himse)[ claimed to be in 
Oujronwaln up to 1·30 on the 15th. 

• * * * * 
• thel' witne s s speak of haying met Bnlmoknnd on the road. Dut 

t.tley avoid argument.s which might nltr e and b t sted on cross uamination. 
On th other hand, it is shown b evidence that Balmokand rode off from 
«ujranwala mld pn s d f:1nchor 3 miles frol'l'l Ramn!lgar at midday,ol) the 
15th. .. . .. * .. .. 
, • At i~ i)ldisputuble that th affair of burning the Kin Emperor (he 

8IIfli h\lrning the Kinll ·Emp, ~or ~ut h evidently means t.he effigy of the 
fing Emperor) took phce. Th r ~iainly WILB 1\ "o.rtaJ Ilnd the people . 
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• • • • • 
'Th offeo i &0 gross that tho ac('u@ed are lucky in n t having n 

8pn up to Trihunal. H nee the mnximum irnpri80nm nt mUlt b 
inflict d on almost Itll. !any of th arc used ILl' wealthy IlO r! b av fin 
nr v ry suitable. I 8entence th m as und«.>r ;-

1. Daulat Ram, 
2. Balmoklmd, 
3. Karam. band, 
4 . yobind nhai, 
5. Hari ingb' 

to rigorou imprisonrn nt for two years, of whi h thr month" be in 
solitary confin rnent and to pay fin of rup on thousand ncb, Of in 
d fault rigourou8 irnpri80nrn nt for six month! in nddition . 

• • • • • • 
" fair 

ill 



230 THE liYDEJlJrl1T BILL. 



1 HO.\'. ~f.dLt1Vlrt1' , PEE H. 231 
or 



232 1'HE 1 DE'MK l1T BILL. lIll!'.OoCJClL. 
of Inquiry is not going io po an c n ur upon vern
ment, what, I a k, i tho 'ommi t going to be allow d to 
do? Eitl1 r tate thin frankly and fairly and 1 v th 
matter to tb 'ommitto' deci ion, or ay imnkly, n you 
hav. th p w r t ay it, that you do not want an inquil'Y 
into th) dark de dB und that you wan ihr. w a il over 
them. 1'hrow it jf you eM; in thi ountry y u can do it, 
but of COUT ih iC'UJ ' of the Engli 11 publi and Parliam ut 
might d t l' YOt1 from cloing o. In that u . I ay ta waiL 
t} noi pro ' d with Lhi Dill until you have the r port of 
tb 'Ollllllitl of Inquiry, The ommitiee of Inquiry will 

l'tainly b prej udiced if they read the sp'o b of the lion'ble 
tho Hom Member." 1'bry might well tal (' it a tb('ir IJ)-

truclion fro111 th GovernlU nt, h .cause th Hon'h] I (! 
If om Mem b ]' doe repre ent your Ex-cellenry 0" rnroellt 
in all th matters, v 11 mol" p rhap I han your Exrell Dt!' 

floes. Th l' fol", with thi S1 e(,h beiol'r tb public. Ih .. pi b
]i at any rat will con iurr it v >ry I' mi on that part ot th 
rep)' lltativ of the owrnnH'nt to give xprc ion tu the 
Qpinioh and l'OIllUJ'ks to whi('h the Hon'ble Mt'mb I' 11a giv n 

' pl' s ion to-day. Th Hon 'b]e Memb l' ol 0 aid that. 11 
did llOt wllnt to PI' j udire and points to a provision in the Dill 
\l!tl'ticnln,rly guarcling again t the cif ct 'of this Bill upon an 
Judgm nt whi h the Privy 'ouncil may wi h t pronoun , 
But, my Lord, if y u indemllify nct in the manner in will h 
you ar doing with th provi iOlls in 1hi pl'e ent Bill, w 11 
may th ir L I'd hip of th Pri,"y ouncil complain th.at you 
have nOll wha.t no ordinary ritizen i xp cted to do, llam 1 
to proll unc judgment on ome important Il p ct of the ca 
b fore thcy hav had time to il. al with ih Ill. My Lord, I 
wi h h I' to milk it very cleaJ' that I have done all that I 
ould a an individual Member of thi ('oun il to l'0 tpone 

th di u iOll of qu tion of fact and law relating to the 
vent that hav oecUJ'!' U, I gav notice of q 11 ti n I do 

not l' f r to tll m llow- 1 1U o1Jly howinO' how I gay n tic 
Qf tb qu lion with a vi w to li ci t art which might 
po tpon the illtrodu tion tlf the Bill. lany lfemb r of 
thi ouneil, if not all, weI' anxiou and they expre en their 
de ir to h r PI' ntative of Govern1U('nt thnt the introouc
tion of tlli Bill might. b deln d until th ommitte of In
quiry had uhmitt d th ir Report. My Lord ,ve are llot 
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