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NOTE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 

The first;' euiLion of this book waR brought oct ir 
~ept,e!l1her, 1915. Advantage bas been taken by th( 
author of the i!Ssue of tbi~ second edition to IIodd morf 
incidents in connection with the origin and early stage· 
of the Con~ra88 Movtlment and to bring the book itsel 
up t o) date 1, c. down to the last Congress at Lucknow ( 
which tbe author, the lloD. Mr. Amvica Chara.n Muzulll 

dar was the Pre,ident. 
The publishers are grllotified at the ready welcomE 

accordod by the puhlic to the account of tbe nationa. 
roovemtH,t from the pen of one of the oldest of the 
congress veteran8. 

It is hoped that this new a.nd revised edition will 
meet with equal success. 

~ ovcrnber, 1917. The Publishers. 
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the Educational Statement of March, Hn4. 
Mr. Satyananda Bose, the energetic Secretary of 
the Bengal Provincial Congr~ Committee, was 
,good enough to supply me with the papers relating to 
the Surat incident which will be found in an appen
dix. Lastly, I am highly indebted to my friends 
Mr. Amnta ChaIfdra Ghosh of the Ripon College. 
'Calcntta, and Mr. Prithwis Chandra. Ray, late Editor 
of the Indian World, who kindly undertook to read 
my proofs when my eyes being affected I was 
incapacitated fro III dealing with them myself. 

I am perfectly conscious of the many defects 
which win be noticed in these pages ruostly written 
at intervals of a protracted and distressing illness. 
These defects may, however, stimulate others to write 
a more careful and exhaustive book on the subject. 
If in the meantime these imperfect and desultory 
notes will attract the attention of my young friends 
of tbe rising generation and direct them to a. carefnl 
study of the Indian Problems I\nd of the Indian 
Administration, I shall deem my humble labours as 
amply rewarded. 

FARIDPORE,} AMVIKA CHARAN MAZUMDAR. 
Sept. 1915. 



D.1DAlJElAI WEDDERBURN 



w. C. J10NNERJllJEl 
PBESIDEN1', 1885. 
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()f Government, it was deemed proper a.nd expedient 
to defer its publication until the \Va.r conditions 
were fair.1y settled. Those conditions having pass~d 
the doubts and u!lcertainties, as well as the e)(cite
ment. of the preliminary dag-e and taken a definite 
shape as also a favourable turn, the book is now 
issued to the public. 

My most grateful a.cknowledgments are due to roy 
esteemed friend :tnd chief, the H ')n'ble Mr. Suren
dramtth Banerjea, who not only readily supplied me 
with whatever informatIOn I wanted from him, but 
.Iso in the midst of his l11ultif!1rious duties, kindly 
~vent throngh a considerable portion of the manu
script . I am also deeply mdebted to my esteemed ' 
friends, Mr. D.~ . 'Vacha and Me G. SubramaniB 
lyer for a. lot of valufLble information which they 
from time to time gave me regarding their respective 
rresi~ncies. T0 Sir William Wedderburn I 
ain no less deeply indebted for the kind permis
pion whieh he gave me for the free use of his 
~xcellent memoirs of Allan Octavian Hume, 
though I was precluded from using any of his 

.private correspondence. Mr. G. A. Natesa.n of 
MadrafVUaterially helped me with a. number of his 

aluable public'ltioos bearing on the Congress; 
while to the Educa.tion Department of the Govern

ent of India. I feel deeply obliged for the courtesy 
nd rea.diness with which they supplied me with 



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 

Sometime in August 191i at the instance of some 
friends I undertook to write a few articles for 9. 

magazine on the Hise and Growth of the Indian 
National CongrcRs, the most important and pheno· 
menal movement in the polItical history of new 
India. After only a few pages were written, it was 
discovered that such a subject could riot be properly 
dealt with in the spare columns of any magazine in 
the country without taxing its capacity to an unrea
sonable extent and that for a much longer period 
than was perhaps consistent with the sustained 
interests of snch a t:eview. The ir1ea was, therefore, 
abandoned. In January following whIle turning 
over some of the materials which I had (!ollected 
and arranged for the articleo:, it occllrred'to m,e that 
these might be published in the fonn oIa pamphlet 
so that they may be of some use to anyone who may 
be G1SpOSeu Lu write a well-digesten history of this 
evolutionary movement. That is the origin of the 
little volume which is now presented to the pub~ic. 
The book was fairly completed by July 1914 when it 

wa,,; partly handed over to Mr. G. A. Natesan of 
Madras, who kindly unnertook to illustrate and 
publish it. In August the great 'War broke out and 
a.s the book necessarily contained occasional criticisms 



INDIAN NATIONAL EVOLUTION 
CHAPTER .J.. 

INTRODueTO'RY. 

A FULL and critical account of the origin, progress. 
and development 01' ltD epoch-ma.king political 

eveut in any ccuntry is lI.Iways a. very delicate and" 
difficult ta.sk ; for, the secret ana sometimes silant origin 
.of Auch a movement, like the wauy-sided meandering 
ccurse of a deceptive rivulet· a.t its soarce, is often 
shrouded in the ma.zes of imperfeet records a.nd can· 
flicting reports; wbile tbe subble influenoe of jealousy 
fIouri spite on the .one haud, n'.o le's8 than that of liIuspi· 
aiou a.nd ~istrus~ .on ~be other, leading to misreprssenta
~i.onR and exaggerations, serves nct a little in its onward 
O.oUrS6 t.o ob~cure fihe vision aod warp the judgment 
of contemporary minds. Then the effects of divergent 
views and colliding illterests have a180 tQ be reckoned 
with t.o no smail extent. Even hhe histories of sucb 
great events as the birth of American Independeooe 
aDd tbe esta.blishment of the French Republio",not ~ 
8peak of the Great Revolution, nave not been altoget~r 
free from doubts, diffioulties a.nd oontradiotions. But 
if the histories of revolutions a.re sometimes so varying 
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and djvergent~ in their a.ccounts. the history of 
.n evolution must be still' more obscure and defec
tive in its na.rra.tiv6s. There a much larger area. of 
time a.nd space is. oovered by the slow and silent 
trend of ga.thering events which in their noiseless pro
gress a.t first na.tura.Uy attrlloct milch leBS attention and 
are more tardily reoognised than the sensational a.nd 
drama.tio developments of a t!:lvolution, and then by 
the time the tangible results of these events begin 
to be realised muoh of the historioal aooura.cy of, the 
process is lost, if not aotually sacrificed, to the extrava
gant demands of either individual or sectional pride 
and egotism. The history of the Indian National Con
iress is the history of the origin and development of 
nationa.llife in India, and a bare epitome of that his
tory would involve a critical anah"sis of the diverse 
phases of that life in its different b9arings and with all 
its recommendations and its lapses, a.s well 80S its suc
cesses anti its failures during the past thirty years. The 
ohject of this book is not, however, to a.ttempt such' 
.a venturesome task, nor has the ,time probably fully 
arrived for a oQmplete and wall-digested hisfiory to be 
written on this grea.t evolutionary movement. Its 
humble aim is to record a few,. ~ontemporaneous events 
and impression3 whioh, in the peculiar lihortness 
of Indian memory on rDatterA historioal, are already 
fast drifting towards the realm of fa.int traditions, a.nd 
tlaus to resoue them from possible oblivion, so that they 
may be of some use to the futur~ historian. For a 
.correct and adequate a.ppreoiation of the movement, it 
would, however, be necessa.ry to reoapitulate, though 



INTRODUCTORY. 3 

'very briefly, the condition of the country imroedia.tely 
preceding its inauguration, as well as the circumstances 
whiob gradually led up to its inception. 

The Iodian Na~ional Congress marks Ron important 
·epoch in the history of British Rule in India.. Ap1lort from 
the questions of reforms with which it is immediately 
concerned, it is engaged in a much wider and nobler task 
for which it has llol~eady laid a. fairly solid founda.tion 
-the task of Nation-building in India after the model 
of modern Europe. Coming in contact wiGh Western 
people and Western culture the Indian mind could not 
(ail to expand in the direction of Western ideas and insti
tutions. It is as impossible for one ci vilizaotion, whether 
Buperior or inferior, to came in touch with another civili
zation without unfolding its own characteristics, a.s it is 
impossible for one vessel to throw its search-light UPOD 
another without exposing its own broad outlines to the 
ga.~e of the latter. A barbarous rac~ may hooome e~inct ; 
but two oivilized people coming in cla.e contact are 
in spite of all their differences and oonserva.tism bound to 

t 
coalesoe and ac~ and react upon each other. The 
superior ma.y domina.te the inferior; but cannot trans
form it a.ltogether: while the latter, however vigorously 
it may struggle to ma.i~tain its peculia.r identity, is 
bound gradually and even unconsciously to imbibe and 
assimilate, either for tbe better or for the worse, some 
of the properties of the former. The Indian National 
Congress and the evolution whioh is slowly working 
its way through almost every phase of Indian life, are 
ihe oaf/ura.l and visible manifestation of suoh a. contact. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE GENESIS OF POLITICAL MOVEMENT IN INOlA. 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy, the 'recognised progenitor 
of modern India. was ths first apostle of a politi-
011.1 creed baserl upon constitutiona.l agitation in this 
oountry. But the political gospel which his ver8a~ 
til~ genius preached was, under the ciroumstanoes of tbe 

. country very properly suhordinated to the prio~ claims· 
of religious. social and educational reforms. and like 
a.H gospels of truth, which have revolutionised buman 

society whether in ancient or modern times. it natu· 
rally took time to establish its hold upon the public 
mind and present any tangible results. 'vifi's mission 
to Engla.nd in 1832 was no c10uht a political one; but 
the remarkable evidelice which he gave before a com· 
mittee of t.he House of Commons at:.tracted more attuD' 
tion in England than in Iudia, and Il.Hhough that 
evidence was largely rtlsponsible for some of the reforms 
effected in thtl I ndian administration shortly after his· 
death the Indian public were very litHe influenced by 
it at the time. It was not until the fifties of the l .. st; 
century that with the da.wning light of Western Educa
,ion. of which the pioneer Indian Reformer was perhaps 
the greatest champion of bis time, tbe public mind 
begA.o to expand and political ideas Bnd activities began' 
to manifest themselves in on, form or another in diff
erent parts of the country. , "Since then an association 
here and' an association there sprung up, like & few 
eallas in the desert. IK>we of wbiob no doubt possessed. 
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-a degree of vitality, but most of which were of· ephe. 
meral existence. The British Indian Association in 
Bengal and the Bombay Association in the Western 
P~esidency were almost silIlultaneously started about 
the year 1851, the former under the guidance and ina
piration of stalwarts like Mr. Prasanna J{ulIlar.Tagore, 
Dr. Rajendralal Mitra, Mr. Rarngopal Ghosb. Raja 
DigalIlvar Mitter, Mr. Pearycband Mitter and Mr. 
Harish Chandra M1:1kherjea, the pioneer of independent 
Indian JournalislIl; while tbe latter owed its origin to 
the patriotio labours of Mr. Jugganath Sankersett, 
who was the first non-offioicl.l member of the Bombay 
Legislat1ve Counoil established in 1863. and of that 
ven erable politioal Rishi who, tbank God, after & 
strenuous aotive lif~ extending over half a oentury, now 
sitil ill his quiet retreat at Versova. &s the patron sa.int 
of the Indian political world silently watohing Qnd 
gua rding its interests and oooasionally oheering it with 
me(o;~ages of hope and oonfidenoe-Mr. Dada.hhai N ao
rOJI. -, As the genius of Mr. Kristodas Pal ultimately 
raIsed the Britisb Indian Association to a power in 
Bengal, so the Bombay Assooiation owed not a little 
of its usefulness to i~s subsequent acquisition of the 
servioes of Sir Mangaldas N atbuhboy and Mr. N aoroji 
Furdunji who for his stout and learless advocacy of the 
popular oause reoeived, like Rarngopal Ghosb and 
Kristodas Pa.l in Bengal, the a.ppella.tion of tbe "Tri
bUDe of the People" in oonnection with his ma.ny 
figbts in tbe Municipa.l Corporation of Bombay so 
graphically described in tha.t excellent book which lIa • 

• Died on June 30,1917. 
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recently been written hy Mr. Dinshaw Edulji Wacha. on 
Ij The Rise and Growth of Bombay Municipal Govern
"wnt."" But while the British Indian Assooiation has 
vigorously maintained a useful existence for more than 
half a century. the Bombay Association did not survive 

more than a. deoa~~ and alth?ugh it w~s revi~~d in 187~ 
and galvanIzed IIlto freRh hfe by Mr. N aorOJl FurdunJl 
in 1873. it shortly became practically extinct in 
an unequal competition with the EaAt India Asso
ciation which again in its turn fell into a moribund 
condition in the early eighties. The Southern Presi
denoy was still more slow in developing its public life; 
there waR an old association called the" Madras Native 
Association," chiefly worked by some officials, which 
possessed very little vitality and bad pra.ctically little or 
no bold upon the public mind in Madras. Madras was 
first vivified into life by that able and independent 
journal, 'l'he Hindu, which was staded in ]878 under 
the auspices of a galaxy of stars in Southern India 
composed of Ananda Charlu, Veeraraghavachl:l.ri, Ran
giah Naidu and G. Subramania. Iyer (alas! all of whom 
have now vanished into spaoe). At Poona the SlIrva.ianiit 
Babha was started towllra~the middle of the seventies 
under the management of Rao Bahanur Krishnaji IJaxa
man Nulkar, Mr. Sitaram Hari Cbiplonkar and l3evera! 
other gentlemen of light and leading who gave tb& 
first impetus to public activities in the DeocanJJ 

TheRe were practically all the important public 
bodies in the country between the fifties and the early 

• The Rise and (hcyw,h of Bombay Municipal Government.. 
:By D. E. Wacha. G. A. Natesan & Co., Publishers. Madras. 
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seventies of the last century which, though exercisiug 
no inconsiderable influence within their limited spheres 
of partioular activities. were but the general exponents 
of partioular interests and for' a long time devoted 
mainly to occasional orlticisms of important ad
ministrative or legislative measurss affecting their 
respective provinces. Constructive policy they had 
none, and seldom if ever they laid down any programme
of systematic aotion for the political advancement of the 
country. In fact the idea of 1!. nnited nationality and of 
national interests; tbe cultivation of politics in its wider 
aspects as the funuamental basis of national progress 
and not merely as a means to temporarv adminis
trative make-sbifts; the all-embracin~ pfl.tr I otic. fervour 
which like the Promethean spalk has DOW made 
the dead bones in the valley instinct with life; 
a.nd, above all, the broad vision of political eman
cipation which has now dawned upon the people and 
focussed their energies and bas directed their,..operations 
towards. a. definite goal and common aspiration, throw
ing a.U local a.nd sectional conslderatioDs largely inte> 
the ba.ckground-these were still very remote though 
not altogether foreign to the aims and objects of these 
AssociatioDs. But from thilii it must not he inferred 
that it is at a.1l suggested, that these conceptions were 
the sudden evolutie>o of a single year, or the revelation 
of a single eva.ngelist who saw them in an apoca.lypse 
a.nd proclaimed them to a 'Wondering people at a single 
session of tbe Oongress in the blessed year of 1885. 
Great events a.lways ca8t their shadow8 beCore. Prior 
to 1880 even the sembla.nce of a political statuB the. 
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·people had none, while their economic condition was 
becoming more and more straitened every day. Indian 
want8 and grievance8 were accumulating with the rapidly 
·changing coodition8 of the country, education was ex
panding Indian views and aspiration8 and Indian 
thoughts u-om various cause8 had been for a long time 
in a state of ferment vainly seeking for some 80rt of 
palliativos for the complicabed diseases from which the 
country had been helplessly suffering in: almost every 

. direction. Many were t.l1ll8 the causes at work which 
contributed towards forcing the educated Indian mind 
into new channels of thought and acbion. 

CHAPTER III 

THE EARLY FRIENDS OF INDIA. 

n must be gratefully recorded that while India wail 
'thus sLruggling in a sub-conscious state, .alternat
ing between hope and despa.ir, painfully alive to ber 
8ufferin~8, yet quite helpless as regards any appropriate 
and effeotive remedy, she was not a little comforted by 
tue fact that even among Englishmen, who were held re8-
,pan sible for the situation, there were mell who, though 
they belonged to a particular nationality. were men 
.born for Justice and faimess towards 8uffering huma
nity. Since the time of Edmund Burke Bcarcely a 
voice hlLd been heard in Eogland in favour of the 
.. voiceleSB milliollB ., of India. until John Bright sounded 
bis wa.rning no~e agaillst the injustioe systematica.lly 
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(lone to this country. In 1847 Bright eDtered Parlia.
ment and he was not long in the House of Com mODS 
before his generous impulses turned his., attention to 
India. From 1847 to 1880, am:dst. his multifarious 
duties 9.9 a British politician and cahinet minister, be 
worked for Indill as Done ba.d worked before him. In 
tbe famous debate on Sir Charies Wood's India Bill of 
1853, Mr. Bright entered ~ vigorous protest against the 
system of Government established in India. and ca.te
gorica.lly pointed out nearly all the defects of that 
system some, if not most, of which are still appiica.ble 
to the present· day arraogement. In bis passionate 
eloquence he called the attention of tbe House to the 
extreme inadequa.cy of Parliamentary control over tbe 
administration of India which both sides of the House 
formally agreed in proclaiming as a "solemn sacred · 
trust", though neither side rai!led its little fingel even 
to trea.t it u.s more to an a. grazing oommon. He held 
tha.t there was no continuity or oonsistenoy of a.ny 
settled pqIioy with rega.rd to India., while evtlrytbing 
was a.l1owed to drift, tbere being no rea.l disposition to 
gmpple with any difficulty; tha.t Indian opiDion wa.s 
un!l.nimouR in calling for a constitutiona.l cha.nge aDd 
in complaining of the dela.y and expeDse of the law 
courts, the inefficiency and low chara.cter of the police 

a.nd the neglect of roa.d-waklng a.nd irriga.tion; tha.t 
the poverty of the people was such 80S to demonstra.te 
of itself a funoamenta.l error in the system of Govern
ment; that the statute a.uthorising the employment of 
Indians in offiaes of trust was a dead letter; that 
the continua.noe of the system of appointments aDd 
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promotion by seniority in the covenanted service was a. 
.. great bar to a much wider employment of the 
most intelligent and able men a.mong the na.tive popu
lation;" that taxa,tiog Wail clumsy and unscientific 
and its burden intolerahle to a people destitute of 
mechanical appliances; that the salt-tax was unjust 
and the revenue from opium precarious; that the 
revenllfl was sqnandered on unnecessary wars; tha.t the 
Civil Service was overpaid; that there was no security 
for the competence and character of the collectors
whose power was such that each man could make or 
mar a whole district; that Parliament was uTJ!loble to 
grapple fairly with any Indian question; that the people 
and Parliament of Britain were shut· OlJ.t from all con
Siderations in regard to India, and that .. on the whole 
the Government of India was a Government of secrecy 
and irresponsibility to a degree that should not he toler
ated." In the peroration of this remarkable speech 
referring to the Indian people John Bright eaid ;--

" There never was a morc docile people, neTer a more tr:1Ctablo 
nation. The opportunity is present, and the power IS not wrmting. 
Let, n~ abandon the policy of aggreo,ioll and confine ourselves to a· 
territory ten tim~s the size of .I!'ranec, with a population four 
times as numerous as that of the United Kingdom. Surely, that 
i3 enough to satisfy the most gluttonous appetite for glory and 
supremacy. Edue,\te the people of India. govern them wisely. 
and gradually the distinctIOns of casto will disappear, and they 
will look upon us rather n.8 benefactors thn.n as conquerors. And 
if 'II' dcsire to see ChrIstianity, in some form professed in that 
country, we shall sooner attain our object by setting the example 
of a high -toned Christian morality, than by any other means we' 
can cmploy." 

Again in 1858 when the question of the reconsti
tution of the Government of India. ca.me up for-



THE EABLY FRIENDS OF INDIA. 

discussion in Parlia.ment after tbe Mutiny, John 
Bright submitted a. sobeme of bis own for the better 
Goverumeut of India embodying many a. liberal principle 
whicb bave not yet beeu fully accepted. He contended 
tbat 

" The population of India were in :t conuition of grc.-.t impove
rishment and the taxes were moro onerous and opprtllSsive than ihe 
taxes of an~' othor country m the world. Nor were tho police 
!Lrrangomonts, administration of justice, the educational p0licy and 
tho fin:mces 111 a satisfactory conditi0u." 

And he urged that what was wanted with regard to 
the administration of India was "a little more dayligat, 
more simplioity ",nd more responsihility." It may nof; 
be generally known that, although Lord Derby had It, 

just tribute paid to him fo~_ the drafting of tbe Great 
Proclamation of 1858. its original inspirer was John 
Bright. In the celebra~ed speech to wAioh reference 
hits just been made, be said: 

"If I ha,u the responsibility of :l.uministering the alTarrs of 
lndu .. theT" rere certain thmgs 1 would do, I would, Immediately 
after t,h~ Hill pa~seii, issue a Proclamation in lndi:l. which !;hould 
rcw,ch c,ery subj!)GG of the Britibh Crown in that country and be 
heard of in the territories of every IndHln prince or Tn:iah:" --

Much of wbat be suggested was aotually embodied 
in the Greart Proclamation and almost in the form and .. 
style in whicb the originator of the idea put it. Accord
ing to Bright's biographer, the opportunity of " adminis
tering the affairs of India" was actually offered to bim 
by Mr. Gladstone in 1868, but unfortunately for India 
be <iid not see his way to aocept the Indian port-
folio, not only because the ta.sk was too heavy 
for his delioa.te health, but also because he thought. 
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that public opinioD in England was not Bufficiently 
advanced to allow bim to adopt bis views with regard 
to the Government of India. But altbough- he declined 
to be the Secretary of Sta.te for India he never lost 
sight of India. during bi~ active Parlia.ment~ry career 
which exnended down to 1886. So great was his genuine 
sympathy for the Indians, that when on a certain 
occasion a responsible memher in the House o( COID
mons ma.de certail) unparlia.mentary observations with 
regard to the people oC India Mr. Brigbt indignantly 

, observed :-

"I would not permit a.ny man in my presence, without 
Tebuke, to indulge in the calumnies and expression~ of contempt 
which I have recently heard poured fortb without measure upon 
tho whole popula.tion of India." 

And in that last great speech, which he made touch
ing India. in tbe House of Com mODS, be poured fortb bis 
genuine love for the Indian people in the following 
pathetic strain:-

" All over those vast regions there are countless millioDR , helploss 
and defencele~s, deprived of their naturalle,tders and their ancient 
chIefs , looking with only some small ray of hope to that omnipre
~ent and irresistible power by which they have been subjected. I 
appeal to you on behalf of that people. I have besought your 
mercy and your justice for many a year past: and if I speak to you 
earuestlY.Jlow it is beca.use the objeci for which I plead is dea.r '0 
my heai't . Is it not possible to touch a. chord in the h ea.rts ol 
Englishmen, to ra.iso them to a. scnse of the miseries inftictud on 
that unhappy country by the crimes and the blunders of our 
ruler~ hore? If you have steeled your hearts against the natives> if 
nothing can sliir you to sympathy with their miseriesjat least hat's 
pit,y upon your own countrymen." 

It ma.y be interesting to learn that the grea.t IndiaD 
'()Ta.tOT, the la.te Mr. Lal Moha.n Ghose, was a. politica.l 
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disciple of John Bright and the masterly diction aDa 
style which he commanded in his orations he inherited 
from his great master. The ODe great JeBson which bE 
learnt from John Bright, as he himself once sa.id to tbe 
writer of these pages, was to make as few speecbes as 
possible, but always to make those few speechee telling 
and effective-a lesson which the apt India.n pupil 
religiouRly enjoined upon himself with rather too much 
austerity in his after-life. 

Next to John Bright, Henry Fawcett was one of 
the grea.test and truest friends of Indi", in Engla.nd. 
He was a trained financiel;: and economist and entering 
Pa.rliament in 1865, he soon found ample materials to 
direct his aHention to the Government of India whioh 
soon earned for him the sobriquet of "Member for 
India" by his close vigilance and unremitting attention 
to the Indian finance. Mr. :Fawcett always maintained
tha.t " the natives of India should be given a fair share 
in the administration of their own country" and tbat 
the ablest. among them should be provided with 
"honourable careers In the public servioe ". In 1868 
he accordingly moved a resolution in the House of 
Oommons for holding the Civil Servioe Examination 
simultaneously in Ca.lcutta, Bombay and Madras, a.~ 

well as in London. It was precisely the same resolution: 
which 25 years later Mr. Herbert Paul moved and 
oarried in the House to be only ignominiously consign
ed ultima.talyinto the dusty upper shelves 01 the India 
Office. He bitterly compla.ined of the oulpable apathy 
and indifferenoe of the British Pa.rliament towards the 
grieva.ncel of the Indian people. Twilited in Parliamen .. 



-and not uDoften charged outside it with neglecting the 
interest of his own constituency, Fawcett fought for 
Indillo single-ha.nded with a. resoluteness of purpose, sense 
of justice and mastery of facts which extorted the 
admiration of even his worst critios. Addressing his own 
oonstituenoy of Brighton in 1872, he said :-

.. The most trumpery qucstion cver brought before P arliament, 
a wrangle over the purchlloSe of It picture, excited more interest than 
the weU,ue of one hundred !lond eighty millions of our Indian 
fellow-subject". The people of India have no votes, they ca.nnot 
bring even so much pres~ure t o bear upon Parliament as ClLn be 
brought by one of our Railway Companies; but with SOIDe 
confidence I believe that I shall not be IDlsinterpretmg your wishes 
if, as your representative, I do whatever call be done by one 
humble individual to render justice to the d.'lfenceles8 'Lnd 
powerless ... 

Wbile on another oocasion speaking from his plaoe 
in tbe House of Commons he boldly said, that all 
the responsibility resting upon him .. as a member 
of Pllorlia.menli was as nothing compared with the res
ponsibility of governing 150 millions of diBtllont sub
jects." In 1870 FawceLt vehemently protested against 
the orthodox pra.ctioe of introducing tbe Indian 
Budget at tbe fag end of a session to be silently 
deba.ted before empty benches. He maintained tbat 
Indillo WIloB 0. poor country and complained that the 
British ' public failed to a.pprecia.~e the dangerously 
narrow margin upon which the ma38 of the popula.tion 
Iivea on the vergl7'( of starvation. In 1871 it was ali his 
instance that a. Parliamentary Committee WIloS appoiobed 
to inquire into the financial administration of India. be 
himself being elected 0.9 its President. All this time 
India was keenly watohing the movements of the one 
~IoD who "loS single-ba.nded, fighting her Clause .. ga.iDS' 
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tremendous odds, and in 1872 a buge publio meeting 
in Oalcutta voted an address to Fawoett expressing 
India's deep gratitude towards him and urging him to' 
continue the fight in defence of her dumb and bel pless 
millions which he had voluntarily and 80 generously 
-expoused. At the general election of 1874, Fawoett, like 
many other Liberals, lost his seat for Brighton and for 
the first time in those days, I ndia seemed to ha.ve prac
tioally risen to the exigencies of the situation. A sub
scription was at once started in this country and a 
8um of £750, in two instalments, was remitted to. 
England to euable Fawcett to coutest another seat at 
the earliest opporfiuoity, and sooo after, Fawoett was re
turned member for Hackney. In 1875 Fawcett vigor
ously opposed Lord Salisbury's well-known ball to the 
Sultan of Turkey at the expense of India. Fawoett was 
not satisfied with his specious plea and pointedly 
asked Lord Salisbury how be could ,. reconoile it; to 
himself to tax the people of India for an entertain
ment to the Sultan" in England. It was on this 
occasion that Fawoett coined that smart ... expression 
which has since become so familiar in English phraseo
logy. He described the ball as an act of 'magnifi
-cent meanness" which in later years Lord Morley by 
slight embellishment converted into .. magnific&nll 
melancholy meanness" on the ocaasion of the Suakim 
Expedition. The "ma.gnifioent meanness," the first 
of a series, wa.~ oommitted in spite of Fawoett's spirited 
protest and was soon followed by the Abyssinian war 
wben tbe member for India again stood in defence of 
tbe dumb Indian tax-payer. and ill wall owing to his 
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repeated prote'Sts that at last the oost of that unrighte
ous and abortive war was divided between England and 
India. Fawcett again protested when the Drike\oC 
Edinburgh's presents bo the Indian princes were alsc> 
debited to the Indian account, and violently oPPo8ee} 
anotber proposa.l for displa.y of "magnificent maan
nails ',' , by debiting the entire expeoses of the Prince 
of Wales' visit to Iodia to the Indian revennes, a.nd 
asa result of this protest poor' India. escaped with 
the payment of £30,000 only, ma.king the magni
fioence of the meanneSs still more visible. In 1871-
he denounced Lord Lytbon's unjust and indefensible, 
sacrifioe of tbe cotton import duties for the sake 
of party interest in England and raised, though. 
ineffectua.lIy, his loud voice against the uncons
cionable extravagance of the Delhi Assemblage in the 
midst of a terrible famine. Lord Lytton's Afghan War 
also came under the searching examination and 
scathing criticism of Fawcett who, in 1879, broug~t 

forward another motion asking for the appointment 
of a Select Committee of the House to enquire into the 
working of the Government of In-dill. Act. In' 1860' 
Fe.wcett bad the.., sa.tisfaction of seetcg &t the end of " 
series of extra\'80gance of a dark sind , dismal adminis,tra
tion the dawn of a brighb morllinrg usbered' til': .' the 
appointment of the Marque9s'. of' Ripon &11 Vioeroy 'ind 
Governor-Genet-a} of India.. 

Last but not least tbere 'was 'Charles BradliUgh, 
'he poor errand boYl .... ho had by 'the sheer force Qnf~ 
character ra'1Bed himself ', into a. 'po"';el' in ' EritishJ ~"~ 
totes ' of tb,6 nineteenth ceDWt;.. Bom of ' tbepqte. 
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bis a.ttennon and sympa.tbies were naturally directed 
towards the people. Charles Bradlaugh was bowever 
slow in developing his sympathy for India; bu~ 

having onoe developed that sympathy he beoame the 
staunohest friend of the Indian people. It has been 
truly said that" slow rises merit when by poverty de
pressed," and added to that this freedom of oonscienoe 
proved a serious obstaole from his early oareer towards 
bis advanoement in public life. But even in the 
midst of tbe deadly struggle in whioh he was 
engaged" with very few friends to back him up 
and a host of enemies to put him down, in his legiti
mate way to Parliament, he never ceased to study Indian 
problems. His prominent attention to India was drawn 
by the Ilbert Bill agitation of 1883. The man who in his 
early career had espoused the side of Republican 
France against Imperial Germany, the man who 
had enlisted his sympathies for the Ita.lia.n pa.triots. 
Ga.riba.ldi and Mazzini and congratulated Signior, 
Castelli. upon the establishment of a republic in Spa.in, 
was not likely to tolerate the grossly selfish and insen
sate opposition raised against a measure which aimed 
at notbing more than the remonl of an unjustifiable 
stigma on the Indian judioiary in the administratioD 
of tbeir- own country. Mr. Bradlaugh's subsequent 
labours in the oause of India relate to a later period a.nd 
will be Dotioed in their proper place. 

These three remarkable British statesmen were 
among the early pioneers of Indian reform in the British 
politioal field. Most of their projeots no doubt failed, 
as they were bound to fail in a oold atmosphere of 

2 
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ignoranoe, a.pathy and indifferenoe : but they largely 
suooeElded in drawing the.' attention of the British public 
to the affairs of India and in impressing them with the 
idea that there was at least I!omething rotten in the 
state of Denmark. They also by tbeir example served 
in a large measure to conciliate Indian feeling and 
inspire the Indian mind in the seventies IIond early 
eighties with trhe hope that all may still be well. There 
were many in those da.ye to twit these political 
phil080putlrs and brand them as visionaries; but the 
time may not be far distant when they will be fully 
·recognised by all parties concerned as the truest friends 
of both India and England. 

Following in the footsteps of this disti nguished 
triumvirate there were also a few other fair-minded 
Englishmen who interested them~elves in Indian affairs 
at this early stage. Amonj:l these may be mentioned 
Bir James Caird, Sir William Hunter, Lord Dalhousie, 
Mr. R. T. Reid, M. P., Mr. Blagg, M. P., Mr. Baxter, 
M. P., and last but not least tha.t extraordinl!.ry English
woman who, having pa.ssed through different pbases in 
ber life and undergone persecutions of no ordinary 
",haracter, has at last made India her home I!.nd her 
special interest-Mrs. Annie Beaant. In 1878 when 
Benjamin Disraeli was the Premier and Lord Lytton the 
Viceroy of India., Mrs. Beaant, who was then the friend 
and co-adjuto~,of Charles Bra.dlaugb, wrobe a !ittlb book 
-entitled England, India and Afghanistan exposing 
the misrule in India. in such fierce IIond bitter langullge 
tha.t it bas been truly observed by a. shrewd writer 
that "if it were published by lion India.o at tho 
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'present time he would likely enougb B~r&nd himself 
into diffioultieB of a highly BeriouB charaoter." Lord 
lRipon's sympathies for India even after bis retirement 
were too well-known to require any mention. If the 
,utteranoes of these early friendBof India in England failed 
to render any immediate praotioal good to India, tbey 
at all events served to inspire m'.ln of light a.nd leading 
in this oountry with the hope and confidence that if they 
·could orga.nize themselves and carefully formula.te their 
griev9nces, men would not be wanting in England to 
,defend their cause either on the floor of Parliament, or 
at the bllr of public opinion in Great Britain. 

In India alld among the Anglo-Inrlia.n officials, 
Mr. A. O. Hume was tor a long time noted for his 
strong Bympa.thieB for the Indian people. HiB kind 
and considera.te treatment of the people of Etawab during 
the da.rk days of tbe mutiny endeared his name through
Qut the Punjab and led tbe people of the country justly 

'lio rega.rd him"as a friend and as a rare officer truly wortby 
of the administration of Clemency Canning. Sir Henry 
Cotton in Bengliland Sir William Wedderburn in Bombay 
also developed their love for the India.n people from an 
early stage of their Indian career, and both of them suffer
,ed not a little in the hand of the hUnla.uBracy for their 
remarkable independence a.nd strong sense of justice 
and fairness. These three Anglo-Indians were regarded 
as the most sinoere friends of the people a.nd the brightest; 
·orna.ments of the Indian Civil Service, 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE INDIAN PRESS. 

While the public associa.tions were thus slowly but: 
stea.dily inocu'latinll the educa.ted community in the
oountry with politioal thoughts and ideas, and the 
early friends of India in England persistentlr, tuough 
ineffectually, nrawing a.ttention of the British public 
to Indian affairs" there WRoB yet another and a more 
powerful agency at work silently moulding and shap
ing public opinion on a~ much larger scale throughout 
the country. The Indian Press, which, like tbe public 
Associations, was founded after the Western model,. 
was with the rapid spread of education stoa.dily gaining. 
in strength and ri sing into power. The Aarly history 
of that Press does not date back earlier than 1780 
when the Bengal Ga:<ettc was started in Calcutta. . 
From that time to the first decade of the Dineteen~h 
century it was practically &n English Press conduoted 
in English and managed and edited by Englishmen 
only. The Indo-English and the Vernaoular Press 
were of much latsr growth and strange as it may 
Boand, the Vernacular Press preceded its Indo-En.glish 
comrade. ~_he Vernacular papers were at first few &U~ 
feeble and not much given to politics. The ,';ambad 
Kaumudi of Raja Ram Mohan Roy, the pioneer of pure 
Indian Journalism. sometimes purveyed but r~Tt!ly 

criticised the acts of the administration. It was 
generally devoted to Booial, religious and educational' 
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<questions, althougb it mu,t bit oonceded that as the Ra.ja 
was the founder of the Bengali Press he was also the firs!; 
and foremost advoollote of the liberty of the Press in India. 
From 1799 to 18Sl the Press in Indillo was kept under 
strict cen8~rship' and instanoes were neither few nor 
far between where Europea.n editol's sharply/! oritioising 
the Government were visited with deportation to 
Europe. In 1835 the Government of Sir Cbllorles 
Metcalfe restored tbe freedom of the Press Rnd it was 
{.rom this time that the Vernacular Press bega.n to ma.ke 
ra.pid strides and the Indo-English Press gradua.lly oame 
into existence. The Probhakar of Iswarobandra. Gupta 
WaR probably the earliest Vernaoular papar in the country, 
which ventured to tread on political grounds though not 
witbout a faltering step a.nd quivering hand. The 
GagglDg Aot of Lord ClI.nning, necessitated by the exi
gencieA of tile Mutiny in 1858, was in (oroe only Cor a, 
yea.r Rod did not muoh interfere with tbe normal 
expa.n~ion of the Press. The Hznd1L Patriot, the Hu.r
kura. the Indtan Mirror, the Amrita Bazar Patt'ika, 
whiob was at first an Anglo-Vernaoular paper, the 
Brahrno PubllC OpuLian which, under the name of Bengal 
.Publ~c Opinion, was subsdquently incorporabed with ~h6 
Bengalee, the Reu and Rayet, the Somprokash, the 
Nababibhakar, the 8ulabh Samachar, II. pioe paper, the 
Banjlban1. the t;adharani and latterly the Hitavadi a.nd 
Beveral others in Bengal; the Rast Goftar, the Bombafl 
,samachar, the Ind.u Prakash, the Jam-e-Jamshed, the 
Maharatta and latlierly the Dnyan Prakash and the 
Kesari in Bombay; the Hindu, the Standard, the 
.swad.P.sha Mitran a.nd several other papers in, Madra.s. 
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and laterly the Tribune in Lahore, the Herald in Behl!.r 
and the Advocate in I~ucknow became powerful instru
men~s of pomical education for tbe people and exeroised 
oonsiderable influence over the public mind up to tbe" 
eighties of the last oentury. In spite of all that was said, 
written or done against it, the growth and development of 
the Indian Press was almost phenomenal, so that in 1875 
there were no less tba.n 47B newspa.pers in the country the 
bulk of which were conducted in the vernacular languageli 
and freely oirc1ll1ated broadcast througbout the country
In Ben~al particularly quite a number of cheap news 
sheets, written mostly in the Bengali langtlage. purveying 
all sor~l:! of informl!.~ion8 and criticisms, 8omet.imes ill· 
informed and sometimes over-halanced, but 8eldom losing 
touoh with the new spirit, rapidly sprung up, and 
congregations of d07.ens of eager, illiterate listeners to 90 1 

.single reader of these papers at a stationery stall or a 
grocer's shop in the leisurely evening became a common 
sight, ThuB from the petty shop-keeper to the princely 
merchant and from the simple village folk to the 

;ordlv Iltnded aristocracy all were permeated with tbe 
spirit of this Press. The Anglo-Indian Press, though 
now naturally jealous of its formidable rival, was in 
those days sometimes conducted in a. more'l libera.l 
spirit and contributed not a little to the diffusion 
of western ~ethods of critioism and the expq,nsion of 
the political views of tbe people. It is not contended 
that a section of tbis Press was not altogether amena.hle 
to the charge so often levelled against it, that it was 80S 

-inefficient as it was ill-informed and injudioious; but IF 
can bardly be denied that on the whole tbe mUQh.abuBed 
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Indian Press ached not only as a powerful adjunot to
wards popular education, but might ha.ve with a little\ 
more sympathetic treatment been easily turned into .. 
useful guide to a more popular administration. John 
Bright, iI peaking of the IndiR.ll Press of the time, onoe
made the {olio wing trenchant observation ;-

"There are two sets of newspapers, those first,-which are 
published by Englishmen, and these being the papers of the 
services, cannot, of courso, be 111 favour of ocouomy. They assail 
rue every tIme I mrntJon Jndla in :\ tipccch, if It is even only In a. 
paragraph, and no doubt they Will uo the same for what I am 
saymg now. Then ·there are the na.tive papers; and although 
thero are n great many pu bhshed in the native languages, still 
they have not much. of what we call polltical influence. The 
Government officials look mto them to see if they are saying 
i\nything unpleasant to the Govcrnmont-:tnythinl< th"t Indicates 
~edition or discontent, but nllyerfor the purpo"e' ; bl'lDg influenced 
by the judgment of the Wrlter~ :\Ild editors. 'lne actual press 0{ 
the country, whiCh touches the Government is the press of the 
English, a.nd that prc~s , I<cnerally, h3.s been In favour of annen· 
tlOn of more terrItory, more pla.ces, moro salaries and ultimately 
more pensIOns." 

Wbat a mastery of (aots relating to'India which be
bad never visited and what a remarkable insight inte> 
its IUternal administration with wbioh he was never 
connected'! It would perhRpiI be no wonder if Indian 
youths of the present generation, who know nothing 
about the situation in the seventies and eigbties of 
the last century, were to reg!\Td tbe above observation 
as only a prophetio pronouncement. of the presenl;. 
day condition of the Indi",o Press clothed only in the
language of the past. Lord Lytton, Eke Lord Wellssj 
ley, beoame nervous and, at the instanoe of an impatient, 
bure auoracy, gagged the Vernacular Press in 1878. 
Four yea.rs la.ter the Vernacular Pr(\!ll Aot wa.s repealea 
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by Lord Ripon BS an early instalment of his noble polioy . 
of oODciliation. The subsequent histor~ of ~be Indiab 
Press is well-known and tbough not altogether irrelevant, 
it seems hardly necessary to pursue it for the purpose of 
this narrative. Suffioe it to sa.y, that with all its 
defects a.nd lapses, as well 8.9 its numerous disadv&nt
a.ges, difficultie8 a.nd disabilities, the Indian P;~ss 
has played an important part in the~ evolution of the 
national life, and its chequel:ed history is no mean 
evidence of the sustainiDg energies of a growing people. 
It has suffered in the past aDd is pa.ssing through & 

severe ordeal at the present momeDt. From the proud 
position of the Fourth State it has been reduced SiDOS 
1910 to a humble supplillnt before a district offioer with 
the halter tight arouDd its neck, aDd yet,.there is no know
ing when that halter will be either removed or relaxed to 
enable it to breathe more freely. But there is no 
cause for despair. The Indian Press Act of 1910, with 
its drastio provigioDs for security, forfeiture ano prosecu
tions without any remedy and the almost arbitrary powers 
Yes ted in the magistrates, is no doubt a serious menace 
to the healthy growth of publio opiDion in the oountry 
and !taos practica.lly para.lystld for the moment all hODest 
and independent critioism ; but a.1I violeDt mea.sures defeat 
their own end and the Vitality of a natioDallife ga.thers 
strength not ilO much from easy indulgenoe as through 
violent repression. Liberty is always nurtured on the. 
lap of Perseoution and " action and rea.ction " is tbe lAW 

\-Of Progress in allliviDg organisms. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE GATHERll'IU CLOUDS. 

Those who confidently indulge in lavish criticisms 
.of the present unrest as a sudden and unpreoedented 
development of publio agitatIOn In this oountry would 
do well to remember, that it is not altogether a new 
organio ohange In the body politIC, but only a reorudes
cence of the malady, though 80mewhat in an aggrava.ted 
form, from which the country has 8uffered in the 
past and is likely to 8uffer still more for £lomB time 
at least in future. The Government of the Ea.st India 
Compa.ny wa.s Ia.rgely ta.inted with corruption, and 
the trial of Warren Hastings and the judicial mUI'der 
o[ N und Cooma.r wefe only typical lllq,strations of 
the kind of administration established in tbis country 
since the bat.le of Plassey. The military rising of 
If:l57 was a protest against that soandalousltadministra.
tlOn, although for the time being religion was the 

-oslitlnsible compelling force.I/Though the people wisely 
and loyally dissociated &bemselves from tba.t protest, 
there are enough evidenoe on record to show that there 
was as much discontent among them as there were 
.insecurity, inequality and injustice \lrevailing in the 
-country. The transfer of the sovereignty of the country 
from the COOlU1l.ny to the CrowD. in 1858, therefore, led 
not a few to suppose thlLt a. millennium was a.t last in 
.sight !lnd the chllonge Vu,s ha.iled by the people with II 

deep sigb of relief; while the great Proclamation simul
ta.neousl} issued to the prinoes a.nd the peoples of 
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India filled the publio mind with high hopes of reform 
a.nd progress. But a few years' experience greatly 
disappointed them. ]j'or, although peace was restored 
and substantial measures were adopted for the improve
ment of the a.dministration of justice and three Univer
sities were established in the three Presidencies fo~ the 
spread of education among the people, the politioal 
IIoSpect of the defunct admini-ltration remained alto
r,ether uDchangcu, if it did not in some respect become 
even more retrograde. The Secretary of State for 
India became a more autocratio and irresponsible sub
stitute for the Court of Directors without, however, a 
Board of Control to supervise his action; whilt! the' 
oontrol of Parliament which used periodically to enquire 
inho the affairs of India upon the renewal of the Com
pany's obarter at the end of every twenty years-a, 
sa.lutary cbeck faithfully exercised since 1773-was prac
tically wbolly removed, A whole na.tion was disarmed 
and the entire administration was vested In a hureaucracy 
which with all its reoommendations beca.me in its gradual 
development as imperious in its tone and as unsympathe
tic in it:J attitude as it was 'saturated with the prinoiples 
and prejudioes of autocratic rule. That bureauoraoy was 
no doubt a.t times and within oertain limits, generously 
disposed to grant patronage and' extended favours of 
110 minor desoription to any native of the oountry 
who might suoDessfully court them: but 80S regards any 
material advancement and partioipation in the ad
ministration~ the entire population were jealously kepI; 
at arm's leilgth and the slightest indication on their
par' of a desire to enter even the border land of Its olGS& 
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preserves was resented as an intolerable and d&dlgerous 
trespass. In fact no better expression than" benevolent 
despotism " could be coined honestly to denote the form 
of ",dmi nistration established in tbe country. The vast
ma.SB of the people Were suffering from abject poverty and 
practioally living on "one meal a day"; while at recurring 
intervals of few years they were decimated not by hund
reds or thousands, but by hundreds of thoosa.nds, t,hrough 
famine and pestilence. The indigenous industries of 
the country were ruined and the bulk of the population 
driven to the soil to eke out a preca.riouB subsistence 
a.s best as they could and left wbolly without/any sub· 
stantial means to keep the wolf out of the door. The 
paople bad neither any share nor any voioe in tb.e !Ld
ministration which was conveniently allowed to drift 
a.coording to the current of events and circumstances., 
The feeble and ineffectua.l complaints from time t.o time 
ma.de eitber by tbe public AS80l}iatioDs, or by the Pre"s. 
and the failure of the spasmodic, though perfeotly 
honest, efforts made by Government towards Il. super
fioial treatment of these organic deseas6B oaused a deep 
and widespread commotion a.mong a patient aDd docile 
people until a strong tide set in to swell the wave of 
popular restlessness and discontent. The invidious 
distinotion sharply drawn aloDg the whole lioe between 
the ruliog ra.ce and the ruled, and the repeated instanoes 
of glaring a.nd irritating misoarriage of justioe in oaS68 
between Indians and Europeans-a most deplorable 
pbase, if not a. foul blot. still extant-served as a CODS

tAnt reminder to the, eduoa.~d community, whicb every 
yefW' r60eived fresh aooeBsioDs to its streng~b, weighli and 
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importance, that some solution must be found for this 
highly uDsatisfactory, if not intolerable, situation. That 
situation however reached its climax during the weak and 
extravagant Viceroyalty of Lord Lytton who in bis 
innate love for the romance came with a light head 
to play the role of an administrator in II. country fa.bled 
for its romances. The military ruled. wbile a selfisb. 
sbort·sighted bureaucracy found i~ conveuient to 
paudtlr to the extravagant tllostee and desigDs of a 
modern Dupleix without however tue consummate 
powers aud abilities of the great French ad venturer.,t 
The costly and gigllontic faroe of tbe Dalhi Assemblage 
wa.s enacted in 1877 while a terrihle famine was com· 
mlttipg havoc among millions of helpless population in 
Southern India whose dire effeots were severely felt 
even in Bengal and the Punjab, and which led an intre· 
pid veteran Journalist in Calcutta openly to declare that 
.. Nero was fiddling while Rome was burning, " The 
wanton invasion of Cabul, tbe massacre of Sir Louis 

. Cavllognllori, and his staff followed by the SecondllAfghan 
War; tbe large increase of the army under the b allucina· 
tiOD of the Russia.n bugbear; the (lastly esta.blishment of 
a " scientific frontier" which afterwards did not stand 
.the test of even a tribal disturbance, the complete dis· 
arming 01 an inoffensive and helpless population, 
a.ltbough the Eurasians were left untouched; the ga.g .. 
.ging of the Vernacular Press IIoS a means to stifie publio 
voioe aga.inst a.1l these fads, which led another {ndomit. 
able journa.list in Bengal to convert in ODe night a 
Vernacula.r pa.per into an English journa.l; the sacrifice 
of ';be import OO.tOD dubies as a cODservative sop '0 
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Lanoashire, and the unmerited and undignified rebuff 
admini8tere~ by the Vioeroy personally to a leading 
assooiation in the country which bad the temertiy t~ 

raise its voice against this iniquitiolls measure and 
wQich was deeply resented by the entire India.n Press, 
not altogether unsupported even by a seotion of the 
more fair-minded Anglo-Indian journalists, followed in 
quick, bewildering suooession; and at last a ta~8 
bureaucratic Government, as bankrupt in its repUtatiOn 
as in its exchequer, sat trembling upon the crumbling 
fragments of a .. mendacious budget" on one side and 
the seething and surging;.; disoontent of a multitudinous 
population on the otb~r. The theory of the dis
appointed pia.oe-seekers " and the "miorosoopio mino
rity" of the eduoated oommunity was invented to mini
mise the importance of the growing unrest. The edu
cated oommunity in the minority in every oountry, but 
none the less it is everywhere the mouthpiece of the 
majority and the exponent of the popular voice. His
tory does not perhaps present a. single instance
where the mass has been actively associa.ted in any 
evolution, I\lthough it ha.s everywhere been largely· in 
evidence in a rev~lutioD' Besides, if any evidence were' 
needed to show that the disoontent bad sunk deep into 
tbe mass, enough of suoh evidence was furnished to a.n 
unbisssed mind by the mass-mee tings beld at Jhinger
gacha, Salem and other places where tbe people attend
ed in their thousands to ventilate tbeir grievances 
though they were unable to formula.te any remedy. 

It was about this time that the Indian Associa.tion 
was established in July 1876 with the objeot ~f, 
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organ18lng a system of active politioal propaganda 
throughout the country and to rouse the people to a. sense 
of politlCa.i unity and concerted activity. As the British 
IndiiLn Associatien was mostly. composed of the landed 
aristocra.cy, the Indian Association became tbe centre 
of the educated community in Bengal. Its moving spirit 
was Mr. Surendra Nath Banerjee who had, luckily for 
bimself and for the country, been recently discharged 
from t,h6 Civil S<3rvice Mond whose ~alents and abilities, 
but for this inciilent, would in a.ll probability have remain
ed buried among the dusty shelves of either a Divisional 
Ollice or It Secreta.riat and entirely lost to tbe country. 
In the establishment of tbe Indian Association, Mr. 
Banerjee was as~ociated with that brilliant star of 
El\stern Bengal, Mr. Ananda Mohan Bose, and assisted 
by a bani of energetic men among wbom the late Mr. 
Dwaraka N atb Ganguly, Mr. Bama Charan Banerjee, 
the brother of Mr. Justioe Pramada Charan Banerjee 
and the founder of the Utterparah Hitakal"i Sabba, Mr, 
Bbairab Chandra. Banerjee. oousin of Mr. W.C. Bonnerjee, 
and Mr. Jogendra Chandra Vidyabhushana who was one 
of the eariy pioneers of praotioal social reform and 8. 

remarka.bly independent member of the subordinate 
Judicial and Executive Service, are worthy of partioula.·r 
mention. The first president of the Association waS that 
eminent jurist, the author of the Vyadastha Darpan. 
Mr. Shama Charan Sarkar who was shortly after
wards,!ucceeded by the illustrious savant and linguist, 
the Rev. Dr. K.Y. Banerjee. The first secretary was Mr. 
A. M. Bose botb on acoount of his high attainments as 
.ell as probably beoause it was not deemed expedient at 
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the outset to pla.ce a. "dismissed serva.nt of Goveromen t",. 
1Lt the exeoutive hea.d of a newly esta.blished pomioa.l 
&.ssoois.tion. Tha..t·" dismissed serVlIont of Government .. 
ha.s however loog outlived that drea.ded di9qua.lifioa.~ioD 

wbich was not only voluntarily removed by 110 Lieutenant 
-Governor, but acted a.s no ba.r to his being twice elected 
by his countrymen 80S president of the grea.t Nationa.l 
Assembly, four times as their trusted representative in 
the Bengal Council and at last 80S 80 prominent member 
of the Supreme Lagislative CouDcil. The Indillon Associa.
tion was hardly 80 Y6lir old when the Government o~ 

Lord Sa.lisbury reduced the a.ge-limit for the Civil Servioe 
-exlIomination to nineteen years. Strong and emphatic 
were the protests raised throughout tbe country and 
none stronger or more emphatio tb80n tha.ft entered by 
Mr. Dadabhai N a.oroji, a host in himself, through the 
columns of the English Press. The new Association 
however went upon a F.lomewha.t different plan. n ali 
!irst orga.nised a. repreBenta.tiv~ meeting beld IIot fibe 
Calcutta Town Ha.ll and a.rmed with its mandate opened 
a politica.l ca.mpa.ign, the first of its kind throughout the 
country. Mr. Surendra N a.th waS chosen a.s tbe first 
missionary lio underta.ke this a.ctive politiollol propaga.nda.. 
He mllde his first ~our in the Summer of 1877 all througb 
Northern India from Benates to Rawalpindi. The 
prinoipal questions raised in this c~mpa,ign were, (1) 'he 
-raIsing of the a.ge·limit for the Civil Service examination 
which a oonservatlve Government had reduoed to sucb 
an extent as to practically shut oa.t all Indians froQ) 
..lrnission into that service. and (2) the eslilloblisbmea.t 
of Simula.neous Examinations held botb in EDglaDd and 
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,organising Bo sYltem of 8.ctive politiica.1 propaga.nda. 
throughout the country and to rouse the people to a seoae 
of political unity and concerted activity. As tbe British 
Indiilon AI!8ociatien was mostl~ composed of the landed 
aristocracy, tbe Indian Association beca.me the centre 
of tbe educBoted community in Benga.l. Its moving spirit 
was Mr. Surendra Nath Banerjee who had, luckily for 
hiwself and for tbe country, been recently discharged 
from thtl Civil Servitle and wbose ~alents and abilities, 
but for this incioent, would in all probability have remaiu
ed buried among the dusty shelves of either a Divisional 
Ollice or a Secretaria.t and entirely lost to the countt·y. 
In the e!tablishmeut of the Indian Association, Mr. 
Ba.nerjee was 8.sRociated with tb at brilliant star of 
Eastern Benga.l, Mr. Ananda. Mohan Bose, and assisted 
by a ba.n:! of energetic men among whom tbe late Mr. 
Dwaraka Natb GlJ,ngul-y, Mr. Bama Cbaran Banerjee, 
tbe brotber of Mr. Justice Pram ada Chara.n Banerjee 
and the founder of the Utterparab Hitakari Sabha., Mr. 
Bhaira.b Chandra. Banerjee, cousin of Mr. W.C. Bonnerjee, 
and Mr. Jogendra Chandra Vidya.bbushana who was ooe 
of the ea.rly pioneers of practical Bocial reform and a 
remarkably independeot member of the subordina.te 
Judicial aDd Executive Service, are worthy of partioul8o'r 
mention . The first president of the Association was that 
eminent jurist. tbe author of the Vyadastha DaYpan. 
Mr. Shama Chann Sarkar who was shortly after
wards"ucceeded by the illustrious savant and linguillt, 
the Rev. Dr. K.M. Ba.oerjee. Tae first secretary was Mr . 
.A: M. Bose bota on aooount of his high attainments aa 
well &s probably beoause it was Dot deemed expedient .~ 
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the outset to pla.ce a. "dismissed servant of Goveromenl;", 
at the executive head of a newly esb,blisbed political 
association. That·" dismissed servant of Government 'f 

ba.s however long outlived tha.t dreaded disQua.lificatioD 
which was not only volunta.rily removed by a Lieutellanli 
Governor, but aoted as DO ba.r to his being twice elected 
by his countrymen as president of the great National 
Assembly, four times 11.8 their trusted representative in 
the Benga.l Council and at la.st as a prominent memher 
of the Supreme Legislative Council. The Indian Assooia
tion was ha.rdly a year old when the Government o~ 

Lord Sa.lisbury reduced the age·limit for the Civil Servioe 
-examination to nineteen yea.rs. Strong a.nd emphatic 
were the protests rai~ed throughout the country and 
Dooe stronger or more emphatic than tha't entered by 
Mr. Da.dabha.i N a.oroji, a host in himself, through the 
columns of the English Press. The new Association 
however went upon a. somewhat different plan. It at 
first org&nised a repre8enta.tiv.~ meeting beld at the 
Calcutta. Town Hall and a.rmed with its manda.te opened 
a political campa.ign, the first of its kind throughout tbe 
country. Mr. Burandra. Nath was ohosen as the first 
missionary to under~a.ka this a.CtiV6 poli~jca.l propaganda. 
He ma.de his first ~our in the summer o! 1677 all through 
Northern India. from Bena.ras to Ra.walpindi. The 
prinoipal questions raised in this cilompaign w6re(l) ~be 
uising of the age-limit for the Civil Servi06 examination 
which a. conserutlve GovernmenG had reduced to lIucb 
.an ex~ent a.s to pra.ctically shut Ollt aU Indians frolD 
admission into that service, and (2) the eBtablishment 
of SimulaneouB Examinations beld both in EllglaDd and 
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in India for the recruitment of the service. Meetings
were held a.nd adreilsed by the rising orator at Ben ares,.. 
Allahabad, Lucknow, Cawnpore, Meerut, Agra, Delhi, 
Aligarh, Amritsar, Lahore and Rawalpindi, /1-t all of 
which he was listened to with breathless attention which 
led Sir Henry Cotton to make pointed reference to this 
significant incident in his New Indta. At the Aligarh 
meeting Sir Syed Ahmed himself presided and strongly 
supported the proposed Simultaneous Examination, 
though for reasons beilt known to him, as a member 
of the Public Service CommiBsion, be af~rwardB resiled 
from that pO!lition. The great meeting at Lucknow 
was held in the historic Bw·dwari palaoe and was 
attended, as at Aligarh, by a large number of respect
able Mussa.lmans who form Buch an influential majority 
in that city. On his return journey Mr. Banerjee-· 
stopped a.t Bankipur and addressed a meeting there. 
The tour was a grand success and, as remarked by Mr. 
Nam Joshi of the Poona. SlIorvajanik Sa.bha, fully 
demonstrated that educated India, despite all racial and, 
linguistic differences, could en.sily be brought upon a· 
common platform on political ground'>. It; will be re
membered that Mr. Banerjee also attended the Delhi 
Assemblage as tl!e representative of the Hindu Patriot. 
Men like Sir Jam'3etji Jeejeebhoy, the second haronet 
of that name, Mr .. Viswanath Narain Mandlik, Sir 
Mangaldas Nathubhoy and Mr. Naoroji Furdoonji· 
with many others from different parts of the country 
witnessed the brilliant function.,' It must have struck 
these men of light and lea.ding. that if the princes and 
the nobles in the la.nd could be fllroed to form a. 
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pageant for the glorification of an autooratiCl Vioeroy, why 
oould not the people be gathered bogether to unite 
themselves to restrain. by constitutional mens and 
metbods, the spiril; of autocra.tic rule? Mr. Banerjee 
personally gave expression to a similar sentiment OD lit 

subsequent oocasion wbich will be notioed in i~8 proper 
place. The idea worked and wa.s freely. though some
what vaguely, disoussed in the ASBoei1l.tions, as well as 
in the Press. Tbe platforms bad not up to this time 
oome into suoh prominent use as now for tbe disous
sion of political subjeots. Verily good often cometb 
out of evil. and if tbe idea of a united India was pre
sented by a speotaoular demonstration. the Delhi Assem: 
blage of 1877 was. in spite of its extravaganoe. truly It 

blessing in disguise. Mr. Murdocb gives currenoy to 
an opinion tbat It tbe idea of a CongreE!s was suggested 
by the great International Exhibition" held in Calcutta 
in 1884. But the more generally acoepted and oonsisten" 
theory seems to be that it bad its inspiration·from the 
Delhi Assemblage of 1877. The Exhibition might have 
supplied an·i mmediate impulse to put the idea into 
.execution, but if ever there was Bon object les80D, 
a8 oontemporary testimony bears out that there was. for 
tbe great movement. that leBson could only have been 
furn ished by the Assemblage Bond not the Exbibitio., as 
tbe one oould appeal only to the passive ..... !"dmira.tion of 
the people for the economia anQ soientifio development 
of tbe world; while the other was olloloulated direotly to 
force their attention to IihlJ politioal aspeot of it, and all 

.abe oODntry seoretly reseDted the useless display, the 
prinoe. on account of their humiliation and the people 

B 
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forR its pair:ful extravagance, it is not nnna.tura.1 to 
soppose that it oreated 1\ general desire to draw some 
hooey out of the sting. Besides, the objeot·lessons pre
sented by the Assemblage could not be wholly lost upon 
the mind of a. quiok and imaginative people. Encouraged 
by the Ruccess of bis first tour Mr. Surendr& N &th 
Banerjee undertook & second tour in the following year. 
In 1878 he travelled through WE\stern &nd Southern 
India. holding meeting~ at Bomba.y, Surat, Ahmedaba.d, 
Poona a.nd Madras, and as a result of this ca.mpa.ign a.n 
All-India-Memorial was prf'sented to the Hou~e of 
Commons on the Civil Service question. 

CHAPTER VI. 

THE CLOUDS LIFTEl>. 

Whether it was a Dlere aooident, or the pa.rt of Q 

8tlttled policy, a progressive and broad-minded statesm&n 
of the Scboolof Bentinok a.nd Ca.nning followed &. sbort
sighted II.nd rea.otion&ry li.dministrator of the Dalhousie' 
tyPtl: Ll)rd Lytton WII.S suooeeded by Lord Ripon. He 
was evidently chosen by the Government of Mr. 
Galdstone to sa.ve the situation, and inspired by a. 
genuine desire for the permanent good of Engla.nd and 
India., Lord Ripon ca.me holding the olive branoh 
of pea.oe, progress &Dd oonciliation for the people. 
La.ndinl! . in Bomha.y in Ja.nua.ry 1880 the first words 
which the noble Marquess uttered were;-" Jodge me by 
my a.cts Bond not by my worda." And judged Ile was by 
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'his various acts of beneficeDce and high statesman
'ship which, in spite of the systemll.tic attempts of suo
·oessive administrations to stunt, stint and starve, if 
Dot actually rescind them, sta.nd to this day as the 
strongest cement 'Which not only Ruccessfully averted 
a.t the oime the severe shock of a lowering storm, btlt 
still holds '" disoontented yet gratefnt people 1'6co0

1 ciled to the IInpopular methods o~ Q hureaucratic Rod 
mini8tration. Few Englishmen in this country prob
a.bly even now realise and appreciate what and how 
much they owe to that' hl.rge-hearted nobleman a.nd 
far-sighted statesman wbom they were not ashamed a.t 
the timtl foolishly to hoot ILnd insult even under the gates 
of VICeregal palaotl. L:ll'd Ripon at OllCtl ~ut an end liD 

the Afghan War and further development of tlae Scientific 
.Frootier which with the reckless expenditure of the 
pa.geant show at Delhi had drained the publio Exohequer 
to suoh an extent as to compel the author of these 

,axtravag!lrnC6S ul~ima.tely to~ubmit to the humiliation of 
baving reoourse to a seoret loan ra.ised at the metropolis 
with tht:! belp of 1\ plastlo lieutena.nt and through tne 
good offices of a. prominent leader of the people who acted 
as a. noo-commissioned broker in the transaotion. Lord 
Ripon ooncluded an honoura.ble trea.ty with the Ameer 
wbioh has since provei a. much s~ronl,!ar bulwark against 
Russian inva-Rion than tbe iortifications in the Khyber 

·and Bolan Passes. Lord Ripon understood that the most; 
effective defence of India. lay in the construction of a. 
.rational interi~c;r;-scie;iific /rontier;broa.d: 
-baaed upon the ..... contso'Gent;-~a.l, 00-

operation of a l prosperous people, a.nd 006 of the fir,l; 
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a.cts of his great administration was tbe repeal of the' 
obnoxious and invidious Vernaoular Press Aoll amidst 
the rejoicings of a whole nation wben not a few of 
those who bad stood at the baptisma.l front to announ66' 
themselves as its godfa.ther eagerly came forward with 
their .. shovelful of earth ,. to bury the ill-starred 
measure. Then came the inauguration of Local Self
Government throughout the oouotry. the greatest me\sure 
ever ina.llgurated by any Vloeroy eitber before or after 
bim. It was the first step taken towards tbe politi-
011.\ enfranchisement of tb e people. In foresbadowillg 
the future of the mea.sure the noble Viceroy courageously 
observed that .• Looa.l Self-Government must precede · 
National baH·Government." Witb all its drawbacks 
a.nd difficulties it has/ initi1l.ted tbe people in the a.rt of 
local administration and supplied a. nucleus a.nd a basis 
for tbe recent ex:p-t.usion of the L3gisiaGive Counoils . 
It may Dot be known to many that Lord Ripon also 
contempla.ted a. ttlntll.tive reform of the Indie.n Legisla.
tive Councils. But there was yet another measure of 
his reign whioh further stimulated the politioal a.ctivities 
of the people and roused their nationa.l self-respe.ct. 
I n evolution tbe bighest suocesses are often aohiev
ed through reverses and" the lIbart Bill turned a signa.l· 
Clefeat into a deoisive vicbory. Lord Ripon ma.de a despe
rate attempt. even at DO sma.ll personal risk. to remove· 
the racial bll.r whioh be found to be ODe of the foule8~ 
blots in the a.dministra.tion of oriminal justice in this. 
country. The matter was initiated by a. spirited nota 
submitted by Mr. B. L. Gupta. to the Government of 
Sir Ashley Eden in 1882. In the autumn session of 188~ 

. .ahe HOD. Mr. C.P. libert, a8 Law Memberto the Council 
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,:io~roduoed a Bill wbio8 afterwards want by his Dame 
witb tba objeo~ of removing the improper disqualifi

·cation attaohing to the Indian Magistraoy in the trial 
· of European and American offenders. It was 110 spark 
thrown into a. powder magl\zine. and the entire Anglo· 
Indian community, both official Il.nd non·official, at 
once rose in arms headed by 1\ rebellious I~ieutenant· 

:Governor to oppose the innovation, not so muoh from a. 
reBJ sense of aotual danger as through pride '!ond vanity of 
a ruling race coupled with 1\ {eeling of practical immunity 
which they enjoyed under tbe existing system. Lord 
Ripon st,ood alone having bis own Council. including the 
COInm1lnder-in-Chief, divided against him. with only the 
nominal support of the framer of the Bill and of Major 

· Baring, now Lord Cromer.-v We have it on the authority of 
Mr. Buckland that " a conspiracy had been formed by a 
numhel' of men in Calcutta who had bound themselves in 
the evellt; of Government a.dbering to their projected legis

·1at.ioll t.o overpower the sentries at Governm~lIt House. to 
·put cbe Viceroy on board a stea.mer at Chandpal·Ghat and 
send bim to England via the Cape." The eXIstence 0' 
tbis conspiracy, it is said, was known to the Lieutellat:.~. 

· Governor of Bengal and also to " the responsible officer" 
who subsequently gave this in(orma.tion to the author 
of ., Bengal under the Lieutena.nt-Governors." The 
Europeans have taught many Ilo lesson to tbe Indiaus, 

-but, thank God, they forebore to tea.ch tbem this one 
18sson of supreme folly . An Anglo-Indian Defence 
.:Association Was hurriedly organised and at its instanoe 8. 

wanton aDd savage attaok was made upon the Datives of 
.:tbe country by a rising English counsel in Calcut~lI. 
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which was followed by an equally virulent rejoinder 
from an eminent Indian membet' of the same bar, and 
the estrangement of the two communities was complete. 
But while the opposition to the Bill was so well 
organised, the support giverr/ to it by the Indian 
community was certainly very weak and extremely in
adequate. The agitation stirred up the puhlic min.O only 
in Bengal and Bombay. An influential public meeting 
wa~ held in the Bombay Town HlI.ll wbicb voiced Indill.n 
public opinion in the Western Presidency and seven\ 
,demonstrations were beld in Bengal in support of the 
measure. But the agitation produced little or no effect in 
Madras, while the N.W. Provinces and Lbe Punjll.b were 
perfectly silent. Practically most of the agitation was con
fined to violent recriminationR in tbe columns of the Press~ 
Lord Ripon's just and generous attempt practically 
fajled and a concordat was arrived at towards tbe close 
of the vear 1883 upon a bare recognition of the prin
ciple in the case of the District Magistrates and the 
Sessions Judges only. A section of the Bengal public 
seemed at first irreconcilable to the" Compromise" and 
it was feared that it was going to .. throw native Bengal 
into a fury" making the position of the great Viceroy 
still mOl't:! criticaLII Bombay discovered the rock ahead 
and promptly' issued a ma.nifesto counselling the 
oountry to stand b)' the mach·abused Viceroy. This 
timely action successfully baulked the Anglo-Indians 
and their,_ ,organs of their seoret desire Lu ijee the 
Viceroy Buffer as much in the hands of the I ndianti as 
he had Buffered at their OWD. But though the measure 
failed, it opened the eyes of the people to ht'o oardinat 
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points in the case. It wag recognised that the failure 
was largely owing to the want of adequate, vigorous and 
united support throughout the country to counter· 
balanoe the spirited and well-organised opposition of 
tbe Anglo-Indian oommunity, and i~ was fgrther feU 
tbat if politioal advancement were to be aohieved it 
oould only he by the organisation of a Da~ional assembly · 
wholly devoted to wider politics than hitherto punued 
in the different provinces independently of eaoh other. 
The IIbert Bill agitation thus went a great way towards 
impressing the Indian races, that in tbepolitioal world 
8ucce8R did not depend so much upon men II.S on 
organized efforts and so paved the way ~o united and 
concerted aotion. It a}I'o proved an eye-opener to those 
talented and highly educated Indian gentlemen who 
baving returned from England and adopted English 
habits a.nd manners had lost nearly all touoh with tbeir 
countrymen a.nd were apparently seeking to for~a olass 
by themselves in the vain hope of a.ssimila.ting themselves 

as fa.r as practicable with the Anglo-Indian oommu
nity. Forces were thus at work driving the people from 
olfferent points of the oompass to a. common fold and to 
concentrate their thoughts, ideas and aotivities to a 
common focus for the attainment of the political rights 
ILnd privileges of the people who being under a. common 
rule, it was understood, oould have but a. common goal 
.. nd a common destiny. All the time the Indian PreBs 

throughout the country was incessantly urging the people 
to unite under a oommon standard. 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE JhWNING LIGHT. 

Almost simultaneously with the close of the 
Ilbert Bill agitation, the new idea. as indioated a.bove. 
forcibly burst forth into the minds of the people, and 
Bengal. Bombay a.nd Ma.dra.s set to work to put their 
own bouses in order and prepa.re themselves for the 
coming struggle. In B~llga.l, '" new institutioD was 
started in 1884 whioh, in its oonst,itution, as well as in 
its a.im and objeot, hare ummlstaka.ble testimony to the 
fact that the old orthodox associations of the previous 
generation were also oa.ught in the rising tide and bad 
considera.bly drifted &Wl!.y from their origina.l moorings. 
The National L:'lague was establisbed under the leader
ship of Sir Joteendra Mohan Tagore, who was tben the 
first oitizen in the metropolis and one of the cantul 
pillars of the British Ind ian Association, with the que,,· 
tiOD of represeDt~tive institutio[)s for India in the fore
front of its programme. 

But there was yet another movement in Bengal 
wbich seems to have anticipated the Congress by two 
yea.rs and in a. large measure prepared the ground for 
the greA.t na.tiona.l a.ssembly. At the instanae of the 
Indian Assooiation a National Conferenoe was beld in 
Caloutta in 1883 with almost the sa.me programme, 
wbicb was subsequently formulated by the first Con
gress held two years later in Bombay~ Tbe Conferenoe 
was held at the Albert Hall, opposite the old Hindu and 
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13anskrit Colleges on the south and the new Presidency 
Oollege buildings on the west. It is a historic pla.oe· 
associated with the Royal family and other memories 
a.nd a wise and thoughtful government has recently 
saved it from a threatened deatruotioD. It was an un
preoeden ted gathering attended by a large Dum ber of edu
oated men from diftereDt plI.rtE! of Bengal and in whioh 
-old men like the venerable Ram~anu Lahiri rubbed their 
shoulders with a mucb younger generation be!l.ded by 
Messrs. Ananda Mohan Bose and Surendra N ath Banet
jee. It was an unique spectacle and the writer 
of these pages still retains a vivld impression 
of the immense euthusiasm and earnestness which 
tbroughoUG characterised the three days' session of 
the Conference and at the end of which everyone 
,present seemed to have received a new light and 
a novel inspiration. It was in his opening address 
at this Conference that Mr. Surendra Nath Banerjee 
.referring to the Delhi Assemblage exhorted the audience 
:to unite and organise themselves for the country's cause. 
It is worthy of note t.hat Mr. Wilfred Blunt aod 
Mr. S'lymour Keay, M. P, were present at tha .. Con
'ference. Mr. Reymour Keay spoke at the meeting, while 
Mr. Blunt has left a pointed notice of this significant 
.movement in his personal mellJoirs. In the following 
yea.r, when the great International Exhibition was 
,held in Oalcutta., the Conf"rence could not some
bow be organised; but' this year Mr. Burendra Nath 
'made bis third tour visiting this time Multe.n and other 
places in the Punjab where be preached the importance
-of na.tional unity and the neoessity of establishiog a. 
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national fund for the systematic oarrying out of a politi.· 
oal propaganda. 

In Madras tbe old" Madras Native Assooiatioo" 
which, in the words of Mr. G. Subramania Iyer, dragged 
on for Bome years only" a spasmodio life" died a natural 
deatb with its last feoble gfl,l\P over the Self-Government 
Resolution of Lord Ripon 's Government. But; the quiet 
Band steady people of the Southern Presidenoy at 
this st,age organised a m!)r~ powerful and energetio 

polihioal assooiation to keep themselve8 abrea.Rt of the 
sister presidenoies in the. coming struggle. The" Madras 
Mahajana Sah ba" was esta.blished early in 1884 
under the auspices of tbose thoughtful and saga· 
CiOU8 publiomen who had 8tarted the Hindu in 1878. 
This new ailsooiation was invested with a truly popular 
and representative charaoter Holld it nJl,t~~ally very soon 
enlit;ted the II.ctive sympathy and co· operation of almost 
/tIl the culture a.nd public spirit of the presidenoy.,As the· 
popular Viceroy could not arran go to pav a parting visit 

to Madras before lea.ving for England at the close of a 
most brilliant and benefioent reign, the Mahaja.nll. Sabba. 
seut a deputation to Bombay to bid farewell to Lord 
Rlpon whose departure frolll this (:ollutry was marked by 
!l.n oUthllrl,t of popular demonstration simply unparal
leled not only in Iudia but a\!m probably in the history 
of any other civilised country. Before the deputation 
started there was a.180 II. Provl ncia.l Conference held in 
Madras. Both in the oa.piLal city as we\las in the districts 
of the Presidency several aotive and energetio .men oa.ma· 
into prominenoe and began to work harmoniously 
Qoder the guidanoe of the Hindu aDd the ·'Mahaja.na.. 
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S.bha " for public weal. It S6eUlS worbhy of remark 
tbab though Madras was rather slow in developing 
her public lifo, she bas been most forward in associabing 
herself with the work of the Congress sinoe ilis 
6sbablishment. Nob only in the first session but in 
almost all the subsequent sessions of the Congress, she 
has, despite her distanoe and other inoonvenienoes,," 
both olimatio as well as socia.l, oontl'ibuted 1\ larger 
oontillgent of delegates tha.n a.ny other province, the 
particular province where each session was held being; 
of aburse excepted. 

A great development also took pla.ce a.t this juno
ture in the politiciallife of Bombay. EVt:l7 since the' 
collapse of "the old Rombay Association tbl\ot grea~ 
city of light and leading had no popular political orga· 
nisation to join hands with the sister presidencies in, 
undertaking any common p~litioal movement. But 
from this it is not to be understood ~hat she was alto
gether Ii Sleepy Hollow. Apparently cold. oalculating 
Bombay' was usually _ immerse~ in business taking 
things quite easy uud-er ordinary circumstances, bUI;. 
when the wind blew high she at onoe 'put forth 80M 
her salls and was seldom found to lag behind any of 
the provinces in Rony public movement, although the· 
occasion and its turmoil over, sbe again relapsed into· 
her ordinary calm. But this Was not a condition which 
was permissible in the coming oont.est, " Even five 
years before," wrote a politicllrl Rishi in 1885, .. the· 
country was wont to set its eyes on Calout.ta. and ta.ke,· 
its inspiration more or less from ber," ., The luminous
intelleot," he added, .. and tbe spirit of elo4lueoce wbieb.. 
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the Babu oarries about bim wberever he goe'!". as if it 
were his natural birth-right, ge."e him a. vantage ground 
over the rest of India." Dub the Dew situa.tion demanded 
all tha provinces not only to rally under one common 
standard, but also to shue eque.1 responsibility and to as
sume eqna.l command. Bombay was equal to both. A pub
lic meeting of the citizens of Bombay was convened on the 
31st January, 1885. at the Frll.mjee Cowasjee Institute 
in respouse to 11.0 invihtion frum that distinguished 
triumvirate wbo largely controlled the public life of tbe 
Western Presidency, the Hon . Mr, Budruddin Tyahjee, 
Mr. PberozeAbah Manoberjee Mehta and the Hon, Mr. 
K!l.shinath Trimbak Telang. The meeting was pre
sided over by the distinguished Parsi baronet Sir J am
setjee Jejeebhoy, and the present" Bombay Presidency 
Association" was usbered into existence under very 
happy auspices snd with imposing ceremony. Mr· 
Pherozc8hah Mehta, the Hon . Mr, K. T. Telaug and 
Mr, Dinshaw Eduljee Wacha were appointed .Joint 
Hecretaries, 110 position whioh the last named gentleman 
still holds with llO small credit to himself and to the 
Assooia.tion, 

Another incident, as narrated hy Mrs. Annie B<3sant 
in her Il.ilmirable book, How India Wrought for Freedom 
took place abou~ this time. In Deoember 1884 tbere 
came a number o9felegates from differe~t parts of the 
oountry to the Annual Convention of the Tbeos9phical 
Society at Adyar. After the Convention was over 
seventeen prominent Indians met in the house of Dewan 
Bahadur Raghunath Rao in Madraa. They were the 
Hon'ble Mr. S, Suhramania Iyer, Mr. P. Rangiah Na.ido. 
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and Mr. P. Ananda Charlu of Madras, Messrs. Norendra 
Nath Sen, Burendr& Nath Bannerjee, M. Ghosh and" 
Oharan Ohandra Mitter of Bengal; tbe Hon'ble Mr. V.N. 
Mandlik, tbe Hon'ble Mr. K.T. Telang and Mr. Dada.bba.i·, 
Naoroji of Bombay; Messrs. C. Vijia.ra.ng& Mudaliar and 
Palldul8ng Gopal of Poona ; Sirdar Daya.l Singb of tbe, 
Panjab ; Mr. Haris Chandra of AlIaha.bad; Mr. Kaliprosad 
and Pundit Lakshminarayan of N.W.P., a.nd Mr. Sbri.· 
Ram or Oudb. These seventeen " good men and true" 
met and disoussed various problems affeoting the interest 
of the oountry and probably supported the idea of a 
national movement sta.rted a.t the Ca.loutta. Conference, 
of 1883. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

THE INAUGURATION AND THE FATHER 

OF THE CONGRI£SS. 

The oountry was thus fully prepa.red both in men· 
as well a8 materials for the construotion of a national' 
organisation. It only required the genius of a.n expert" 
arohiteot to devise 110 suitable plan and lay the foundation 
stone truly and faithfully. That arohiteot was found' 
in Alla.n Oote.vian Hume, now known as the" Father 
of the Indian National Congress." Mr. Hume, who 
was Secretary to the Government of India' in the 
Home Department in 1870 and then iD its newly crea.ted 
Department of ,Be venue, Agricnlture and Oommerce from 
18'11.1879. bad oloaely followed ~he trend of events. 
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particularly during the Viceroya.lty of Lord Lytton a.nd 
anxiously wa.tched t be gathering clouds which were 
·slowly but ominously rising above the horizon. Tbe 
more he watched a.nd studied the situation the more 
be beca.me convinced that Borne definite a.otion wa.s 
called for to couoteract the growiog unrest. When there
fore in 1882 he resigned service Mr, Hume settled at 
'Simla and bega.n to apply his (lreJl.t a.nd almost inexhausti
Lie energiefl Jl.nd hill intimate knowledge of the people, a.s 
well as of the Government, to the task of direotiog the 
popular impllil:l6 into a channel of constitutiona.l agita.tion 
f.)r the commol] benefit of both. A~ the worthy Bon of 
the founner of the R:J.dical Ptl.rty in England, Mr. A. O. 
H ume was)!es"l6ntially democra.tic in h IS instincts, but 
as a shrewd 8cotchm<l.u he wa.~ al~o fully consoiou~ of 
the Jimitation9 which must be itnposed on and tbe safe
~ua.rd8 to be provided 1Io~a.ias~ d.ernooratio instiliu tions in 
a cOlmtry governed like India.. Tne first step he took 
towards the realis:ttion of his plan was sha.dowed forth 
in an open letter dated the 1st Ma.rch, l883, whioh he 
addressed to the .. Grtl.dua.tesVof the ,Calcutta U niver
sity" I1S largely representing tbe eduoa.lied cOlllmunihy 
in the country. In i~s deep palihos IIond fervid elo
quence. no les~ tha.n in ins burning zea.l a.nd wa.rm 
Bympa.thy, tbis rema.rka.ble letter reads like St. Paul's 
epistle to tbe Roma.ns.' For a. full Iood adequa.te 
a.ppreciation of this spirited appea.l to educa.ted India. 
reference is ma.de to Sir Willia.m Wedderburn's excehent 
memoir of Mr. Hllms wbich ha.s reoently been published 
by T. Fisber Unwin, London. The writer of the preseall 
utiole oaunot, however, resist the tempta~ioD of quotiog 
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the ooncluding portion of this memora.ble letter wbich 
~uns a.s follows :-

" And if even tho leaders of thought a.rc all oither such poor 
oreatures. or so selfishly wedded to personal oonoerns that they 
darl)..not strike a blow for their couI!~'y'Jil se.ke, then justly IIond 
rightly are they kept down and trampled on, for they deserve 
nothing better. Every nation SOO]J.l'CS precisely 3S good a govern
ment as it merits. If you, tho pioked men, the most highly 
educated of the na.tion, cannot, scorning personal ease and sellhh 
objects, make a resolute struggle to secure greater freedom for 
yourselves a.nd your country, a more impartial administration, a 
larger share in the management of yenr own affairs, then we, your 
friends, arc wrong Il.nd our Il.dversa.ries right, thena.re Lord Ripon'!' 
noble aspirations for yonr goodJruitless and visionlll'y, then, Itt 
present at any rate all hopes of progress llre at an end, Il.nd Indillo 
truly neither lacks nor deserves any better government than she 
enjoys. Only, if this be so, let us bear no more fll.ctious, peeviRh 
·compla.ints that you are kept in leading strings and treated like 
children, for you will have proved yourself such. Men knoV?.llOw 
to act. Let there be no more complaints of Englishmen being 
preferred to you ill all Important officcs. for if you lack that public 
spirit, that highost ferm of altruistic devotIOn that leads men tlo 
subordinalle private ease .to the pubbc weal, that patriotism thllot 
has mll.de Englishmen what they are.-then rightly are these pre
ferred to you, rightly and inevitably h"ve they become your rulers. 
And rulers and task-masters they l,iu,t continue, let the yoke gall 
your shoulders never so sorely, untifyou realise and stand prepared 
to act upon the eternal truth that self-sacrifice and unselfishness 
.are the only unfaIling guides to freedom and happiness." 

This passionate appeal did not go forth in vain. Men 
who had a.lrea.dy wlJ.ked up and were only looking for a. 
modus operandi mustered from the different provinces 
a.t the kumpet call of a beloved friend and a trusted 
guide and the" Indian National Union" was formed 
toward!! the close of 1884 whioh, however, lik~ tbe 
IH'Overbial cra.b died immediately a.fter, the birth of ita 
'u.sue. A lot of correspondence passed between Calcutta. 
aDd Bomba.y, thougb iii is now diffiGwt to tra.oe them 
.aoour.tely with the exception of one addressed by Itr. 
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Telang to Mt·, Surendra Nath Banerjee enquiring about; 
ma.tters connected with the Nationa.l Conferenoe of 1883. 
In March 1885 it was decided by the Union to hold a 
meeting of representa.tives frOID all pa.rts of India at the 
forthoomiog Christmas in Poona whioh was oonsidered 
tbe m08.t oentral and conveoient plaoe for the purpose,_ 
and in April the following manifesto was issued a.Dd 
ciroula.ted tbroughout the oountry :-

.. A Con[erllnce of the India.n Na.tlonal Union will be hilid at 
1'oona from the 25th to the 31st Deoember, 1885."r' 

"The Oonferenoe will be composed of delega.tes-Ieading poli
tioians well acquainted wIth the English langua.ge from a.1l parts of 
:Bengal, Bombay and Madra.s Presidency." 

" The direct objects of the Conference will be-Ill to enable all 
the most earnest labourers in the cause of national progress to be
como personally known to ea.ch other, (2) to disl'uSS and decide upon 
the political operll.tioUi~ to be undertaken during the ensuing year ." 

.. Indireotly this Conference will form the germ of a Native 
Pa.rlia.ment and, if properly conducted, will ~~w 
yeo.rs an unanswerll.ble"eply to the o.ssertion t.hat India is atill 
wholly unfit for a.ny form of representati ve institutions. Tho first 
Conference will decide whet.r tha next shall be Ilgain held ~t; 
Poona., or whether following ttie precedent of the British Assooia
tion, the Conference shall be held year by year at difierent 
important centiles." 

"This yeo.r the Conference being in Poona., Mr. Chiplankar 
and others of the So.rvajo.nik Babho. ho.ve oonsented to form a. 
Reception Committoe in whose ha.nds will rest the whole of the 
loeo.l a.rra.ngements. The Peahwa.h's Ga.rden near the Po.rvati 
HLlJ.-will be utilised both as a place of meeting (it contains a fine 
hall, like the garden, the property of the Sa.bha) and as a resideno& 
for the delegates, each of whom WIll be there provided with suit
able qua.rters. Much importance is attached to this sinoe, when ali 
thus reside together for a. week, fo.r grea.ter opportunities for 
friendly intercourse will be a.fforded than if the delegates were (as 
at the time of the la.te Bombay demonstrations, scattered abo\lt 
in dozens 0tprivate lodging houses all ove1: the town." 

" Delegates are expected to :find their own way to bond from 
Papnlll, but from the time they rea.oh the Poona Railway Station 
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l1ntil they again leave e~erything that they can need, carriage. 
a.ccommodation, food, &c., will be provided for them gratuitously;" 

" The cost thus involved will be defrayed from the Reception, 
Fund which the Poona Association most liberoJly offers to prod •• 
in the first instance. but to which all delegates whose mealla 
warrant their incurring thi6 further expense will be at liberty to 
contribute any sum they please. Any unutilised balance of such 
donations will be carried forward as a. nucleus for next year's 
Reception Fund." 

"It is believed that excluEi'e of our Poona friends, the 
Bombay Presidency including Sindh and the Berar will fumi&h 
about 20 delcl!ates, Madras and Lower Bengal each about the 
same number and the N. W. Provinces, Qudh and the Funje.b 
together about half this Dumber." 

Mr. Hume WaS wisely and appropriately plaoed at 
the head of the movement and the task of framing'an 
o~ganisation and settling the details naturally devolved on 
him. A preliminary report was issued to the members of 
the Union, that ,. so far as tbe Un~on WaS constituted 
tbere was absolute"unanimity tha.t Ulll!!W,8l'ving loyalty to 
the British Crown wa.s tbe key-note of the institution," 
and that the Union was also •• prepared when necessa.ry 
to oppose by all oonstitutional methods all a.uthoritiell, 
high or low, here or in England. w,lll:)se aots or omis8i'On~ 
are opposed to t.hose prinoiples of the Government of 
India 80S laid down from time to time by the Britisa 
J:>arliament and endorsed by the British Sovereign." Aa 
bas already been 8~Qted, Poon&, the capital of the Decca •• 
was selected as the place of the meeting and the bistorio • 
place· of the Pesbwas, the Heerabag standing on tbe lake 
at the foot of the fa.mous Parvati aUt from the 
windows of whose saored temple the ill·l.ted Peshwa 
Haji Baa witnessed the fatal ba.ttle of Kbirki. was 
cboseD both for the Oonferenoe &8 weIl alii for the resi
danae of tilt delega.tes. Those who attended the eleV1tuda 

" 
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tlession of the Congress beld at Poona in 1895 musb have 
visited this interesting spot. As stated in the manifesto 
quoted above, the" Poona. SarvajaDlk Sabha," the m03t 
importa.nt and indu8nbial public body in the Deccan,I 
generously undertook all the neoessary arrangements 
includiog the feeding of the delegates; in fact it assumed 
all the funations of the latter day Reception Committee 
to the Congress. When all tbe preliminaries were tbus 
settled, Mr. Hume left for England to consult friends and 
particula.rly with the objec~ of guarding the Britisb 
public a.gainst all possible misrepresenta.tion, suspicion 
&nd distrust to which the new organisa.tion wa.s natu
rally exposed. Like the shrewd ScotchmR.n tha.t he was, 
Mr. Hume cautiously clea.red his way in tbis conntry 
also before leaving for England. He sa.w Lord Dutl'drin 
and expla.ined to bim the schema whiah bad bean settled. 
We ha.ve it on the a.uthority of Sir William Wedderburn, 
bllsed upon Mr. Hume's own note'i, thab .. whereas he 
{Mr. Hume) WIlS himself disposed to begin his reform 
propag1tnda on the Bacilli side, it wa.s apparently by Lord 
Dufferin's advioe tha.t he took up the work of political 
organisation a.s the ma.tter first to be dea.lt with. Lord 
Dufferin seems to have told bim that "as the head of 
the Governmeut he had found the greatest difficulty in 
ascertaining the real wishes of hbe people, and that for 
purposes of a.dministration it wonla be 8, public benefit if 
there existed some responsible organisation ~hroul!b which 
the~ Government migbt btl kept informed regardiD~ 

tbe best Indian public opinion." His Lordship is said 
to ba.ve further obiJervad, that owing lio the wide differ
~n(le8 in caste, raae and religioQ, sooial reform in Indi .. 
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~equired local treatment, r.ther thll.n the guidance of 
.a nll.tionltl orga.oisation. There is a further eorrobo
oration of this interesting episode from no les6 an 
a.uthoritv than tbe late Mr. W. C. Bonoerjee tban 
wbom no ot.bet India.n perha.ps ever enjoyed a clo!!er 
touch and grea.ter intima.cy with Mr. Hume. Writing 
.for the ]"d&an PolitlCS is~uerl by tha.t enterprising 

publisher Mr. G. A. Ndesa.n of ]l,hdrAS in 1898, Mr. 
Booneriee rscorded biB liestimony ItS follows :-

"It will probably be news to many tlaat the Indian Nationa.l 
.congresR ag It W.J.8 originally st:uted /l.nd as it has sillce been 
.carried on. iR In reality the work of the JI!a.rquesB of Dufferin .. nd 
Ava whon t.hat nobleman Wi~S the Governor General of India.. 
Mr. A. O. Hurne, C B . ha.d In 1884 cDnceivod the idea. that 
it would bo of great a.dvanta.go to the country if leading Indil1n 
poittici"ns could be brought togethor (mco a ye.~r to diSCUSS sooial 
mll.Lters and be upon friendly footing wlth one another. Ho did 
not doqlre that politics should fonn part of thoir discussions, for 
thore were recoguiRed political bodies In Calcutta. BolIl'bu.y. 
Madra.s ",nd other parts of the country, and hI) thought that these 
bodl(1s mIght Huffer in importance if, when India.n polIticians from 
.difforent parts of the country came together, they discuslled 
politics. HIll idoa. further wa~ that the Governor of the Pro
vmco where the polttiOla.ns Dlet should be asked to preside 
ov~r them and that thoreby greater cordiality should be estah
,lished between the offioial classes and the non-officia.l Indian 
poilticians. Full of theRe ideas btl saw the noble Marquess 
whon he went to Simla ea.dy in 1885 after ba.ving in December 
previous Il."sumed the Viceroyalty of India. Lord Dufferin took 
great mterest in tb_ ma.tter "sd after consi'aeiing-'over it for 
somo time sent for Mr. Hume and told him that in his 
opinion Mr. Hume's J?toject would not be of mach use. He sa.id 
there was no body of personsJ(in th,s country who performed the 
functions which Her Majesty's OppositIon dId in England. The 
nowspaPilts ~ven if they rea.lly repr~flented the view~ of the people, 
were not cehable, aod a8 the English were neoo88arlly ignorant of 
what was thought of them r.nd their polic:¥, in native ciroles it 
would be very desirable in the interests as well of the rulers a~ of 
the ruled that lndia.n politicians should meet yeluly and 'point out 
~ Government in-wha.t respects the administration wae defective 
Ana how it oould be improved; a.nd he a:dded tha.t a.n assembly 
wch as he proposed 8~ould not be presided over by ,the 19~~ 
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Q-overnor, for in his presence the people might not like to speak 
out their minds. Mr Hume wa~ ccnvinoed by Lord Dufferin's 
arguments. and when he placod the two schemes, his own and Lord 
Dufierin's, before leading politicians in Calcutta, Bombay, Madras!1 
Rnd other parts of the country, the latter unanimously accepted 
Lord Dufferin's scheme and proceeded to give effect to it. Lord 
Dufierin had mude it a condition that his name in connection with, 
the soheme of the Congress should not he divulged so long as he 
remained in the country and this condition was faithfully main
tained, and none but the man consulted by Mr. Hume knew 
anything about the matter. ' , 

An.l it is an open secret that Mr. W.O. Bonnerjee was · 
one of the men who were at>8ociated with Mr. Hume in 
organising the new movement and who were consulted 
by Mr. Hume on the subject of tbis importl\nt and 
interesting interview.)' Those, who at a later period 
openly charged the Congress as being an unsavoury 
political organization fraught with dangerous conse
quenaes might well have profited by the information,. 
that though the main idea WaS that of Mr. Hume and 
bis oo-adjutors its immediate political aspect was a'ueto 
the sug~estioD, though not the actual initiation, of a. 
responsible Viceroy and a. statesman of no ordin'a.ry 
distinction who had added a territory of over 150,000 . 
square miles to the /British Empi~, The subsequent 
change which appalently took place i. the attitude of 
the great Viceroy and of which so much was at one 
time ma.de by the critics of the Congress will be noticed 
in its proper place. 

In the mea.ntime encouraged by the success of the " 
first National Conferenoe of 1883, the three leading Asso
ciations in Ca.loutta, the British Indian Association, the .. 
Indian Assooiation and tbe National Mabomedan Asso
oiatioa oonjointly iovitad and organised tbe second>. 
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·N abional Conferenoe whioh met in the spa.cious ha.ll of the 
-British Indian Association on the 25th, 26th and 27bh 
-of December 1885. Nea.rly a.1l the distriots including 
many of the sub-divisions aud even importa.nt villa.ges 
of Beuga.l were represented a.t the Conferenoe. Nor did' 
.the other provinces go wholly Ilnt'epre~eotea. Bombay 
waR represented in the person of the Han. Ra.o SlLheb 
Viswanath Malldlik and Behs.r in the person of His 
Highness the Maharaja of Darbhangs. as the President 
of the &har La.ndholders' Association. Delegates also 
came from such dists.ot places as AS,Mm, Allahabad 
Beoares !Lod Meerut. Among the distinguisbed visitors 
present there were His Excellency the Ambassa.dor of 
Nepal, Mr. H. J. S. Cotton, I.C.S. and Mr. Ameer Ali . 

. AIl the representatives of the ancieat bouRes of the 
~hoBals of Bhuka.ilas, th~ Siaghs of Paikps.rah" the 
Mookt.njees of U tterparah, and the Tagores, the Mallicks 
alia thH L1.W8, as well ag the Marwaris of Culcutta were 
there; while the intellectual IIoristoO{'8oy of Bengal 
wa.s fully represented in the persons of Dr. Gooroodas 
{afterwards Sir Gooroodas} Banerjee, Messrs. Kali 
Mohan D>!es, Maheah Cbandra ChOUdhury. Peary 
Mohan Mookerjee, Surendra N s.th Ba.nerjee, Kali 
Cbaran Ba.nerjee and Dr. Trailokya Natb Mittel. Mr. 
Ananda Moha.n Boae was a.t this time touring in 
Assam in cOllneotion with the politiC1l.1 mission of th; 
Indian AS8ocia.tion. ' There were nearly 200 delegabes 
to the Conferenoe, while the visitors densely orowding 
·the ba.ok of the baU, the oorridor a.nd all the passages 
-from where a glimpse of the assembly oould be secured 
Alnmbecsd over a. thousa.nd. II; wa.s a. grand spsotaold 
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where the old and the young vied with one another
in tbeir enthusi!l.stic zea.l and pfl.triotic fervour under 
a new inspiration. On the first (ifl.y Rajah Durga. 
Oharan Law, the merchant prince of Calcutta presideil, 
00 the second day th .,t II/df-blind astuttl sta,tistician, 
Mr. Joykrishan Mukherjee, who was not inaptly called 
the Indian Fa.wcett, a.od on the third and laRt day 
Maharaja N arendra Krishna; the heir and successor to 
t.he hlstorio NlI.hakrisbna, occupied the chair. The · 
Conference in its three days' labours rliscui8ed and 
pl\8l'lerl six resolutions on (1) the Reconstitution of'" ' 
LegislR.tive Council~, (2) the modification oC the Arms 
Aot. (3) the retrenchment of public expenditure, (4) the 
Civil Service Question. (5) the separation of the Judicfal 
from the Exeoutive funotions H.nd (6) the Reconfltitution 
of the Police. It will be seeD later on that the pro
grl\mme of the Conferenoe was practically the SBme as 
that of the first ConRre~s. with this notioea.ble differeuce 
that while the CongresR,did not, the oonference did, take 
up and thoroughly discUlHI the importa.nt question of the 
aeoaration of the J udillin.t I\nd the Exeoutive Func
t!onsJ)in the Ct'iminal Administration of the oountry, 
It is worthy of rem/uk tbfl.t Mr. H .. J. S. Cotton (now 
Sir Henry Cotton) who I\t the time was on f\ctive service · 
not on Iv attended the Conferenoe as Amici curie, but 
,,,lao tock pa.rt in ita deliberations. Spea.king on the 
important. and foremost question of the reform of the 
Legislative Counoils, Mr. CottOD s&idl:-

" Even in India. amongst members of my own serviC(J and ont 
of it. I do not think many will be found who deny that a. ,chitr.lJe
must now take place in the constitution of our Legislative Councils • 
.And I 80m quite oertain tha.t in England allliberaJ politicians will! 
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be found to take this view. The view of Lord Ripon, as he him~ 
self told me wben.discussing it witb me la.st summer, was all\lost 
identical with that stated to you by the mover (Mr. 8. N. Ba.nI1er
jee). and there can 00 no doubt that he would use his powerful in
fiuence in England in assisting any proposal whioh the natives of 
this country may make in this direction." 

The Cottons and the Wedderburns, who ha.ve for 
three generations served India, have a.lwa.~·8 been among 
her best and truest friends wbetber here or in EnJ.lla.nd, 
and Mr. H. J. S. Cotton ill speaking of the members of 
his own servicB could only speak of the Cottoos and 
the Wedderburns, but not of many other~ of hi~ l;ervice. 

The conference was a great success, and on the }!\st d1l.Y 

on receipt of an information that on the following da.y 
tbe First Indian Nationa.l Congl'esR was going to llIeet -in 

Bom'bay, th~ whole assembly went it·: 0 a rapturous 
aoolamll.tioll, and a mt:lsuge wlI.";/de~plJ,~ohed from the 
Conference welcoming tbe birW of the long expected 
Na.tional Assembly. Both the Con[ereoee and the Con
gress were thus the simultansou'! offshoots of the same 
movement; but the Bengal leaders wisely and pa.trioti. 
oally merged their mOVellJen t In tha.t of the one inaugu 
ra.~ed a.t Bombay, as it had indeed no neoessity for 
separate eXistence except to the detriwent of the other. 
or possibly of both. 

To return however to the main topic and to Mr. 
Rume. In Engla.nd Mr. Huma saw Lord Ripon, Mr. 
John Bright, M. P., Mr. R. T. Reid, M.P .• (now Lord; 
Lor6burne who has figured so promineoMy in connection 
with the Home 'Rule agitation in Eagla.nd), Lord Dal· 
bousie, the beir and suocessor of the renowned India.D 
Governor·Genera.I, Mr. Buter M.P.,' Mr. Blagg, M.P .• 
and many other friends of India. Be exnla.ined to them 
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the oritical 'nature of the s,ituation, the aims and objeots 
of the new organiilation, its oonstitutional charaoter and 
bhe dangers which it was intended to foresta.ll. U uder 
the advice of Mr. Reid he saw nea.dy 150 members of 
the House of Commons and suooeeded in obta.ining 
from them!lo promise, though not a pledge, tha.t they 
would nay some attention to Indian affairs, and also 
made arrangements for tb~recePtion and publication 
of the Union's mS8uges l:iy a seotion of the Liberal 
Press. Having forWied himself with these measures 
a.nd assurances, Mr. Hume returned to India in Novem
ber when he found all the arrangements oomplete, 
but 110 discussion was going on as regards tbe name by 
which the new o'rganisation was to be baptised. Some 
were for calling it the Natiou!l.l Union, some National 
Conference, while the' majority were for christening it 
as the Congress, though not a few of them were afraid 
that it might carry a. bad odour in certaiu quarters. 
At la.st it waf!, decided tlla.t it should be sliylad lI.i:I the 
India.n Na.Lional Congress. H ma.y be remembered 
tba.t early in 1885 a deputH.tion was sent to England 
composed of Mr. Ma.nomohan Ghose of Bengal, Mr
Nara.Yl1.n Ganesh Cbandavarkar of Bombay and Mr. 
SivaiH,ya Bamaswami MudaliYlI.r of Madras. They were 
oalled Delegates R.nd to distinguish from therp it was 
further decided tbat the members of the Congress should 
be oalled Representatives. It ma.y not be known to 
ma.ny at this distance of time, that it was at first actuallv 
proposed to ask Lord BelloY to preside at the first Con~ 
gress. Lord Dufferin- WHoS approached on tbe question, 
but; the. Vioeroy, while welooming the proposal II as 
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1Ibewing tbe desire of the Congress to work jn Dom plate 
>harmony with the Government;" considered such .. step 
inadvisable as many difficulties might 'arise both for the· 
.people as: well as: for the Government if a high official 
were to preside over sucb a.n assembly. The proposal 
was therefore dropped. But nevertheless the first OOD

gress received official sympathy in an unstiot~(r~easur~. 

CHAPTER IX. 

THE FIRST SES!5lON OF THE CONGRESS. 

When all the arrangements were thus complete aD 

"Untoward circumstanoe happened. Several cases of 
cholera a.ppeared in Poona and it WI\oS considered unsafe 
aDd inadvisable to put the representatives coming from 
10IJg distances and under fatiguing journey to any risk or 
possible danger. To the infinite disappointment of the 
good and patriotic people of Poona iii was decided to 
changtJ the vellue of the session from Poona to Bombay. 
It. wa.s thus tha.t the beautiful and roma.ntic islaQd city 
on the Malabar Coa.st with the Arabian Sea perpetually 
.leaving her feet a.nd the sombre Ghat Mountains mount~ 
.ing guard over her from bebind acquired the hODour of 
being the birthpla.ce of the Indian N amonal Congress. 
"Tbe newly esta.blished Presidency Association readily 
·.supplied the plaoe of the" Sarvajanik Sa.bha.,'· and the 
4hlthorities of the Gokpl Da.1!8 Tajpal Sa.nskrit College 
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came forward to sanotify and immortalise their illstitu w 

tion by lending its grand buildings, as well as its boarding 
houses, for tbe meeting a.nd tue accommodation of the' 
representatives. The pl~ce is situated on the Gowalia 
Tank Road of the city and fLny one feeling interested OD 

the Bubjeot may yet visit tbe sacred hall wbere the 
bra.ve ba.nd of 72 Representa.tives met and di!lcn8sed tbe 
first programme of the fir"t National Assembly of 
IndIa. 

By the morning of the 27th December the Represent
atives from different parts and provinces began to arrive 
BDd were duly conducted to the Gokul DaBS Tejpal 
College. III the evening some of the leading offioial and, 
nOD·officia.1 gentlemen came to the College to meet the 
Represeot.ative!l. Nearly two hours of the evening were' 
devoted to the reception of the Hon'ble Sir William' 
Wedderburn, the Hon'ble Mr. Justice Jardine, Oolonel 
Phelps, Professor 'Wordsworth a.nd a large number of 
other distingui8hed citizens of Bombay who camA to the 
College to weloome tbe Representatives and express their 
sympathy with the work on which tbey were about to 
enter. ., During the whole day," says t,lIe official repor
ter, ,I and far into the nigbt of the 27th, informal disous
sions were oarried on between the Representa.tives Rod. 
the prooeedings of the next three days were settled. The, 
nnmber of Representa.tives registered was 7~, distribut.ed 
a8 folIows :-Oalcutta. 3, Bomba.y 18, Madrll.B 8, Kara.cbi-
2, Viramgam I, Sural; 6, Poona 8, Agra 2, Ben ares I, 
Simla I, Lucknow 3, AlIababaQ I, Lahore I, Amball" 1,. 
Ahmedabad 3, BSThampote (Madras) I, Masulipa.tam I, 
CbiDgleput I, Tanjore 2. Kumbakonum I, Madura 1. 



THE FIRST SESSION OF TRB OONGRESS. 59' 

TinneveUy I, Ooimbatore I, Salem I. Cuddapah I, An
antapora I, and nellary 1. The Benga.l cODtingent was 
numerioa.lly weak owing, as the president said, to a 
series of misfortunes arising from death, ilInass and the 
like, but perhaps chiefly on account of the») National 
ponference whioh was, almost simultaneously "'ho18i~g 
its second se8sion in Oalc~tta. Nearly all the promi
~ent- men of Bomba.y and Madra!! were present, while 
Bengal was represented by Mr. W. C. Bonnsrjes, 
Mr. Norelldra Nath Sen,!Lnd Mr. Girijabhusan Mukherjee 
whose premature death was a hea.vy lol'ls to t,he 
Benga.l public. That silent and devoted vota.ry of the 
Congress who never missed a. single s8ssion of it, aHhougb 
seldom taking any prominent part in its deliberations in 
any, Mr. Janaki Nath Ghosal, came from Allahaha.d 
while Mr. Ramkali Choudhury represented Benll.res .. 
It seems worthy of note that Mr. Hume although coming 
from Simla appetlrs to hll.va Bat as a represen tative for 
Bengal probably as it WOllin seem to make up oonsider
!l.bly for the well.kness or her numerica.l strength. 

The first meeting of the Congrees tooK plac~ Il.t 12' 
o'clock noon ou MondlloY the 2BLh Dellember 1885 in the 
Great Hall of the GokuldasR Tejpal Sanskrit College 
where all tbe Representatives were assemhled Il.midst a. 
distinguished, thougb somewha.t limited, gathering or 
officials and leading citizens of Bombay. It was a 
Bolemn I\Dd imposing speotaele where aU were a.nimated, 
both ~he representatives and the vi';lliors, the officia.ls a.s 
well as the non·officia.ls. with ,Inlienae interest and in
spired with noble enthusiasm on the birth of a Dew epocb •. 
There Bat Mr. Woomeah Chandra BooDerjee., the· 
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Doyen of the Caloutta Ba.r and the first Indian Sha.nd
ing Counsel in a. Ohartered High Court, in his ta.ll 
.. nd ~raoeful figure with' bro&d forhead and be&lZlin~eyes 
oaimly awaiting in his firm attitude and sober dignity the 
great and unique honour whioh all the provinoes were 
ab&ut to oonfer in his person upon their eldest sister pro
vinae of Bengal./1 There was tbat slim but godly figure" 
shining like 1\ chiselled marble eta.tue, short in sta.ture 
but col08sal in intelleotu~l equ"ipments, whose na.tional 
turban considerably made up {or bis height and in whom 
nature seemed lio ha.ve wonderfully blended the dwarf and 
the giant, t.he Gra.nd Old Man of Iadia,-Mr, Dadabbai 
N aoroji. There sat that intrepid iournalist in his flowing 
hairs re;~(Jhing down to his broad sboulders and with the 
fixed glll:re of a bull·dog countenance whioh quailed not 
even under Vioeregal palaoe, the brave editor of the 
Indian ~'l[irror-Mr. N arelldra. Na.th SeD, There were 
tho<l6 two out. of tba.t bright constellation of the three 
risins: stRofS of the WeiJtera Presidency, who formed a 
happy conjuDotion oombining pa.triot.ism with sobriety, 
enthU!lia~m and moderation of three different races,
Me!;8r'l, Kasbinath Trimbak Ttllang and Pherozesba.h 
Ma.ncharjfJ6 Mehta, while tbe posiLion of the third W!\8 

not unworbhily filled by a.nother luminous member of 
bis raoe. Mr. Rabima.tulla Sa.yani. There ea.t beside 
the GrILnd Old mILo tha.t well-po!!ted sta.tistioian and 
incief,!:tigable worker who has never flagged in his zeal 
.and devotion during tbe lifetime of a generation in th, 
service of the CongresEI,-Mr. Dinshaw Eduljee Wa.cha. 

"There was that unostentatiouB, silent worker who was 
hebind a.lmoBt every public movement in the United 
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Provinoes. but whose modesty seldom pushed him to 
tbe forefront in any, a.ltbough grown grey in the service 
of his oau~try-Mr. Gangaprasad Varma; while from the 
Punjab there was that quaint and caustio critio wbose 
familiar face bas seldom been missed in any of tbe subse
quent Congresses,-Lala Murli:ihllor_ There also sat tbll.ti 
level-headed, Bober yet keen-sighted veteraD lawyer. 
Rangiah Naida, the respected Presiden4; Of the Maha.jana. 
Sabha, supported by that Doble band composed of Messrs. 
Subramania Iyer, Ananda Charlu, Veeraraghavaobariar. 
G. Subrama.nia Iyer aDd Sabapathi Mudaliar of whom 
Ma.dras bas beeu ever so justly proud. Tbere came from 
Poona. Krishnaji I4uxman Nulkar. the President a.nd 
Rita.ram Hari Cbiplonka.r, Secreta.ry of tbe Sa.rvajanik-
8abba, who but for tbe unfor~unate accident already 
noticed wonld have had the honour of being th~ host ta
the delegates to tbe first session of the Indian National 
Oongreslil; and above all, there sat the "Fa.ther of the· 
Congress;" who he.d refused a l1ieuteDaDt·GoverDo~ship
to serve a' people, bea.miug with anxious joy and bope at 
the birth of bis own child and inspiring and moviDg all' 
with ~he magnetio current of bis own ardent soul,
Mr. Alla.n Ootavian Hume. Among the distinguisbed 
visitors there were men like Mr. Dt S. White, President 
of the Eurasian Association, Dewan Babadur Baghu-
natha Baa, Collector of Me.dro.s, the Hon. Ma.ba~'\>' , 
Govinda Banade, Judge, Sma.lI CaUSe Court. Poona. and, 
a member of the Bombay Legisla.tiv~ Counoil, La.la. 
Baijnatb of Agra., Prafelar Abaji Visbooo Ka.tta.wa.tba. 
of Ahmedabad, Professor Ka.dambi Sundararaman of'
A.rcot. Professor R. G. Bbanrlarkar of Lbe Deccan Collel!&o 
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ann ma.ny others who, with two nota.ble exoeptiollS, sat 
as Amicz Curie only bo listen and advise. 

On the motion or Mr. Huma (Bengfl.I), seconded by 
;the Han. Subramania. lyer (Madras) and supported by 

the HOD. K. T. Teillong (Bombay) Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee 
was unanimously eleeted and duly installed as President 
of the Cougress,.," the wise and firm b and that took the 
cbelm linen ~he good ship W!loS la.unched." The Reception 
'CoDlmi~tdtl alld its Chairrn3.u's address which bas now 
assumed suoh indordinate proportions, probably beyond 
its legitimtttt! scope, ha.ve been It later development, and 
,oonsequently the~first Oongress o~ened with the ina.ugursl 
sddl'ess of the PreBidt'nt of the Congress. That speech 
though oondensed and short was fully worthy of the 
mall allil)jv0rthy of tfle otlcasion. Mr. Bonnerjee, woo 

,wa<; eminentiv a. ~nt.ctical politican, after graphically 
-describing the represectativtl chane!;er of the gll.therinf,(, 
,laid down the objechs of hhe Congress with gJ'eat force 
-and sober iligoity which drew the unstinted lI.<tmiration 
,of 11011 sec.ions of tht! Pre~B. Tbe a.ddres8 concluded with 
the following pregnant aDd pihhy observatiun :-

.. She (Gr~at Britain, b~d given tbem order, sbe had given 
them railway. and a.bove all she bad given them ~be ine8~im,.ble 
biesiling of West,ern Edu~,.~ion. But,. grea.t deal still remained to 
be done, The mqre progress the people made in eduoation aDd 
m .. terlal pro.peri~y the gre,.ter would be the insight 10&0 polit1oal 
JX1~~ers a.n:d tb~ k~etler tlletr deSire far polltio"'l advanoement." 

He thought their 

.. , desin to be governed aooording to the ideas of Government. 
prevalent In Europe was In no 'lIlY inQompa~ible with ~b.elr 
tih'lraugh loyalty '0 the British Govell!mllnt. All tbat1iliey desired. 
",as that tbe ba.~i8 of the Government sbBuld be widelied and fihat 
.~. people ShOllld har. their proper Illld legitim.'11 share ill it." 
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The proeeediDRs of the meeting 19'IH"EI marked by 
-.6obriety, judgment IIond firmdess IIond the spe8oh.s 
-chara.oterised by dignity, independence a.nd deep a.tudy 
"of the subjeots, wbiob hllove probably beeD seldom 
surpa.ssed ill any subsequent eessioll. of the Oongress. 

"Tue subjeots discussed were :-Hf Enquiry into the 
working of the J ndillon Ad rnini9tr}~tioD by a Royal 0000" 
mission, (2) the II.Qolition of the Oonnoil of the Secretlliry. 
of State as at present constituted, (8) the rtlform 'Uldj 
expansion of the Imperia.l It,nd the Local Le"ielativ~ 
Councils, includicg the rIght of interpellation acd the 
submission of "the Budgets to the Oouncils, (4) th~ 
simulbaneous Exami·na.tion for the Civil Service, (5) thel 
reduction of Milita.ry Expenditure, (6) the re-imposition of\ 
the import ootton duties a.nd extension of the Lioellse' 
Ta.x, togenner with a.n Imperia.l gultrantee to the India.n 
debt a.nd (7) sepa.ra.tion ot BurwtIt from the India.n Vice
roya.lty. It was a.lso r4O'solved tba.t tbe foregoing resolu
tions of tbe Congress be forwa.rded to all the political 
associations in the country with request to adopt such 
measures af}/way be ca.lculated to I\dva.nce the setUement 
of the various questions,dealt with in those resolutions. 
Jt;" was decided that the next Oongress sbould re-assemble 
in Calcutta. 

Among the offioial visitors, that intellectual giant 
of the Deccan, thtl Hon'ble Mabadev Govinda RaDa.de. 
who did not tind it impossible for him boldly to attend 
Dlany a session of the Congress, a.nd wbose Ioftty patrlo
tisoP combined with h~st loyalty always bore him 
ittraigbt. was the only per~on wbo could no. farhea! 
,frottl ",ddre88lug 5be mee,ing on tbe II$OO/ad dayupo. 
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the hotly debated question of tbe proposed abolition of 
the Council of the Secretary of Sto.te ; while Mr. D. S. 
White, Lhe President of the Eurasian Association struck 
a most importa.nt note which although somewha.t lightly 
treated at the time ha.s now aM8umed oonsiderable 
importllnce in oonnection with the lahours of the Royal 
Commission which is now conducting its investiga.tions 
Rnd particularly in the Ji{!bt of the opinion wbich bas 
been !l0 forcibly expressad by tha.t sto.uocb friend of 
India, Sir Heory Cottoo, through the columns of tbe 
Contemporary Review on the question of the reconstitution 
of the Iudia.n Civil Service. 

After the three day's labours the Congress was 
dissolved with the customary vote of thanks to the 
president which he more than deserved, for the great 
tact R.nd judgment with which he had tackled ma.ny 
a knotty point during the deba.tes and for hi!'!" very 
a.ble conduct in the chair :" This was followed by 
.' throe cheers" for Mr. Bume which the" Father of 
the Congress" ever since received ail an annual tribute 0.1; 

every sesAion of the Congress until his death, and by Iln 
outburst of loyal demonstration when Mr. Hume called 
for "three times turee cheers" for Her Majesty the Queen 
Empress. 

Bere closes the narrative o.s regards the origin of 
the great national movement, Twenty-nine sessions of 
tlbe Congress, with one lamentable brea.k, have since 
been held in different oentres of British India, the his
fiory ~f which is well preserved in the records or· the 
{loogresi which may be said to form a. most valuable · 
oompondium. if no' a library, of the modero Indian-
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