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CHAPTER XXX

THE LORCHA “ ARROW?”

AFTER the supposed settlement of the Eastern Question
at the Congress of Fams, a smt of languor seems to
have come over Parfament and the public mind in
England. Iord John Russell emdeavoured unsuccessfully
to have something done which should establish in England
a genuine system of national education. He proposed a
series of resolutions, one of which laid down the principle
that after a certain appoifited time, when any school
district should have been declared to be deficient in
adequate means for the education of the poor, the
Quarter Sessions of the Peace for the county, city, or
borough, should have power to impose a school rate.
This was a step in the direction ofscompulsory education.
It anticipated the principle on @vhich the first genuine
measure for national instruction was founded many years
after. It was of course rejected by the House of Com-
mons when ILord John Russell prﬂposed it,  Public
opinion, both.in and out of Parliament, was not nearly
ripe for such a principle then. -All such proposals were
quietly disposed of with the observation that that sort
of thing might do very well for Prussians, but would
never suit Englishmen. That was a time when a Prussian
was regarded in England s a dull beer-bemused servile
creature, good for mothing better than to grovel before
his half-inebriated monarchs, and to get the stick from
his incapable military officers. The man who suggested -
then that perhaps some day the Prussians might show
that they knew how to fight, would have been sef down
as on a par intellectually with the narrow-minded grumbler
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who did not believe in the profound sagacity of the
Emperor of the French. For a country of practical men
England is ruled to a marvellous extent by phrases, arid
the term “un-English” was destined for a considerable
time to come to settle all attempts at the introduction
of any system of national education which even touched
on the compulsory principle. One of the regular attempts
to admit the Jews'co Parliament was made, and succeeded
in the House of Commons, to fail, as usual, in the House
of Lords. The House of Lords itself was thrown into
great perttrbation for a time by the proposal of the
Government to confer a peerage for life on one of the
judges, Sir James Parke® Lord Lyndhurst strongly opposed
the proposal, on the ground that & was the beginning of
an attempt to introduce a system Hf life-peerages, which
would destroy the anciént and hereditary character of
the House of Lords, allow of its being at any time broken
up and remodelled according “to the discretion of the
minister in power, and reduce it in fact to the level of
a continental life senate. Many members of the House
of Commons were likewise afraid of the innovation ; it
seemed to foreshadow the possible revival of an ancient
principle of Crown nomination which might be applied
to the representative as well as to the hereditary chamber,
seeing that at one time English sovereigns did undoubtedly
assume the right of nominating members of the House
of Commons. The Government, who had really no re-
actionary or revolutionary designs in their mind, settled
the matter for the time by creating Sir James Parke
Baron Wensleydale in the usual way, and the object they
had in view was quietly accomplished many years later,
when the appellate jurisdiction of the Lords was remodelled.

Sir George Lewis was Chancellor of the Exchequer.
He was as yet not credited witk anything like the political
ability which he afterwards proved that he possessed.
It was the fashion to regard him as a mere bookman,
who had drifted somehow into Parliament, and who, in
the temporary absence of available talent, had been
thrust into the office latelv held by Mr. Gladstone. The
contrast indeed between the style of his speaking and
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that of Mr. Gladstone or Mr. Disraeli was enough to
dishearten any political assembly. Mr. Gladstone had
brought to, his budget speeches an eloquence that
brightened the driest details, and made the wilderness
of figures to blossom like the rose. Mr. Disraeli was able
to make a financial statement burst into a bougquet of
fireworks. Sir George lLewis began,, by being nearly
inaudible, and continued to the last to be oppressed
by the most ineffective and unattractive manner , and
delivery. But it began to be gradually found out that
the monotonous, halting, feeble manner covered a very
remarkable power of expression ; that the speaker had
great resources of argument, humour, and illustration ;
that every sentence qontained some fresh idea or some
happy expression. It was not ~very long before an ex-
pertenced observer of Parliament declared that Sir George
Lewis delivered the best speeches with the worst manner
known to the existing House of Commons. After a while
a reaction set in, and the ®apacity of Lewis ran the risk
of being overrated quite as much as it had been under-
valued. before. In him, men said, was seen the coming
prime minister of England. Time, as it will be seeq |
afterwards, did not allow Sir George Lewis any chance .
of making good this prediction. ¥e was undoubtedly a
man of rare ability and refine# intellect; an example
very uncommon in England of the thinker, the scholar,
and the statesman in one. His speeches were an intel-
lectual treat to all with whom matter aounted for more
than manner. One who had watched parhamentary life
from without and within for many years, sald he had
never had his deliberate opinion changed by a speech
in the House of Commons but twice, and each time it
was an argument from Sir George Lewis that accomplished
the conversion. e

Yor the present, however, Sir George Lewis was regarded
only as the sort of statesman whom it was fitting to have
in office just then ; the statesman of an interval in whom
no one was expected to take any particular interest. The
attention of the public was 2 mood deal distracted from
poltical affairs by the simultaneous outbreak of new forms
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of crime and fraud. The trial of Palmer in the Rugeley
polsoning case, the trial of Dove in the Leeds poisoning
case, these and similar events set the popular mind into
wild alarm as to the prevalence of strychnine polsoning
everywhere. The failure and frauds of the Royal British
Bank, the frauds of Robson and Redpath, gave for the
time a sort of idea that the financial principles of the
country were crumbling to pieces. The culmination of
the extraordinary career of John Sadleir was fresh in
public memory. This man, it will be recollected, was
the organiser and guiding spirit of the Irish Brigade, the
gang of adventurers whom we have already described as
trading on the genuine grievances of their country to get
power and money for themselves. " John Sadleir overdid
the thing. He embezzled, swindled, forged, and finally
escaped justice by committing suvicide on Hampstead
Heath. So fraudful had his life been that many persons
persisted in believing that his Supposed suicide was but
another fraud. He had got possession—such was the
theory-—of a dead body which bore some resemblance to
his own form and features; he had palmed this off as his
own corpse done to death by poison; and had himself
contnnved to escape with a large portion of his ill-gotten
money. This extraordinary parody and perversion of the
plot of Jean Paul Richtur’s story of  Siebenkis ” really
found many faithful believers. It is worth mentioning,
not as a theory credible in itself, but as an evidence of
the belief that kad got abroad as to the character and
the stratagems of Sadleir. The brother of Sadleir was
expelled from the House of Commons; one of his ac- |
complices, who had obtained a Government appointment
and had embezzled money, contrived to make his escape
to the United States: and-the Irish Brigade was broken
up. It 1s only just to say that the best representatives
of the Insh Catholics and the Irish- national party, in
and out of Parliament, had never from the first believed
in Sadleir and his band, and had made persistent efforts
. to expose them.

About this same time Mr. Cyrus W. Field, an energetic
American merchant, came over to this country to explain
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to itseleading merchants and scientific men a plan he had
for constructing an electric telegraph line underneath the
Atlantic. Mr. Field had had this idea strongly in his
mind for some years, and he made a strenuous effort
to impress the English public with a conviction of its
practicability. He was received by the merchants of
Liverpool on November 12z, 1856, i their Exchange
Rooms, and he made a long statement explaining his
views, which was listened to with polite ' curiosity. "Mr.
Field had, however, a much better reception on-the whole
than M. de Lesseps, who came to England a few months
later to explain his project for comstructing a ship canal
across the Isthmus of Suez. The= proposal was received
with coldness, and nwore than coldness, by engineers,
capitalists, and politicians. Enfineers showed that the
canal could not be made, or at least maintained when
made ; capitalists proved that it never could pay ; and
politicians were ready to make 1t plain that such a canal,
if made, would be a standing menace to English interests.
Lord Palmerston, a few days after, frankly admitted that
the English Government were opposed to the project,
because it would tend to the more easy separation of
Egypt from Turkey, and set afloat, speculations as to a
ready access to India. M. de Lesseps himself has given an
amusing account of the manner in which Lerd Palmerston
denounced the scheme in an interview with the projector.
Luckily neither Mr. Field nor M. de Lesseps was a person
to be lightly discouraged. Great projectofs are usually as
full of their own ideas as great poets. M. de Lesseps
had in the end perhaps more reason to be alarmed at
England’s sudden appreciation of his scheme than he had
in the first instance to complain of the cold disapprobation
with which her Government gncountered it.

The political world seemed to have made up its mind
for a season of qufet. Suddenly that happened which
aiways does happen in such a condition of things—a storm
broke out. To those who remember the events of that
time, three words will explam the nature of the disturbance.
“The lorcha . Arrow,” will bring "back the recollectrvn of
one of the most curious political convulsions known in this

*
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country during our generation. For years after the actual
events connected with the lorcha 47row, the very name
of that ominous vessel used to send a shudder through
the House of Commons. The word suggested first an im-
passioned controversy which had left a painful impression
on the condition of political parties, and next an effort
of futile persistency to open the whole controversy over
again, and force it upon the notice of legislators who wished
for nothing better than to be allowed to forget it.

In the Speech from the Throne at the opening of
Parliament, on February 3, 1857, the following passage
occurred - —“ Her Majesty commands us to inform you
that acts of violence, -insults to-.the British flag, and
infraction of treaty rights, committed by the local Chinese
authorities at Canton, and a pertinacious refusal of redress,
have rendered it necessary for her Majesty’s officers in
China to have recourse to measures of force to obtain
satisfaction.” The acts of violence, the insults to the
British flag, and the infraction of treaty rights alleged to
have been committed by the. Chinese authorities at Canton
had for their single victim the lorcha 4»7ow. The lorcha
Arrow was a small boat built on the European model.
The word “Lorcha” js taken from the Portuguese settle-
ment at Macao at the m?uth of the Canton river. It often
occurs in treaties with the Chinese authorities. “Every
British schooner, cutter, lorcha, &c.,” are words that we
constantly find in these documents. On October §, 1356,
a party of Chinese in charge of an officer boarded a boat,
called the Arrow, in the Canton river. They took off
twelve men on a charge of piracy, leaving two men In
charge of the lorcha. The Arrow was declared by 1ts
owners to be a British vessel. Our Consul at Canton,
Mr. Parkes, demanded from Yeh, the Chinese Governor
of Canton, the return of the men, basing his demand upon
the ninth Article of the Supplemenial Treaty of 1843,
entered into subsequently to the Treaty of 1842. We need
not go deeper into the terms of this Treaty than to say,
that there could be no doubt that it did not give the
Chinése authorities any right to seize Chinese offenders,
or supposed offenders, on board an English vessel. It
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meraly gave them a right to require the surrender of the
offenders at the hands of the English. The Chinese
Governor, Yeh, contended, however, that the lorcha was
not an English but a Chinese vessel—a Chinese pirate,
venturing occasionally for her own purposes to fly the
flag of England which she had no right whatever to hoist.
Under the Treaties with China, British vessels were to be
subject to consular authority only. The Treaty provided
amply for the registration of vessels entitled to Bitish
protection, for the regular renewal of the registration, and
for the conditions under which the registration was to be
granted or renewed. The Arrow, had somehow obtained
a British registration, Jbut it had_expired about ten days
before the occurrence«in the Canton river, and even the
British authorities who had been persuaded to grant the
registration were not certain whether, with the knowledge
they subsequently obtained, it could legally be renewed.
We believe it may be plainly stated at once, as a matter
of fact, that the Arrozv was not an English vessel, but
only a Chinese vessel which. had obtained by false pre-
tences the temporary possession of a British flag. Mr.
Consul Parkes, however, was fussy, and he demanded the
instant restoration of the captured men, and he sent off to
our Plenipotentiary at Hong Kon, Sir John Bowring, for
authonty and assistance in the bikiness.

Sir John Bowring was a man of considerable apility. At
one time he seemed to be a candidate for something like
fame. He was the political pupil and thwe literary executor
of Jeremy Bentham, and for some years was editor of the
Westminster Review. He had a very large ‘and varied,
although not profound or scholarly, knowledge of European
and Asiatic languages (there was not much scientific study
of languages in his early days), he had travelled a great
deal, and had sat in Parliathent for some years. He under-
stood political ecenomy, and had a good knowledge of
trade and commerce ; and in those days a literary man who
knew anything about trade and commerce was thought &
person of almost miraculous versatility. Bowring had many
friends and admirers, and he sef up early for a sort of great
man. He was full of self-conceit, and without any very clear
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idea of political principles on the large scale. ~ Nothing in
all his previous habits of life, nothing in the associations
and friendships by which he had long been surrounded,
nothing in his studies or his writings warranted any one in
expecting that when placed in a responsible position in
China at a moment of great crisis he would have taken
on him to act the part which aroused such a controversy.
It would seem as if his eager self-conceit would not allow
him fo resist the temptation to display himself on the field
of political action as a great English plentipotentiary, a
master-spirit of the order of Clive or Warren Hastings,
bidding England be of good cheer, and compelling inferior
races to grovel in the dust before her, Bowring kriew China
as well as 1t was then likely that an Englishman could know
the “huge mummy empire by the hands of custom wrapped
in swathing bands.” He had been Consul for some years at
Canton, and he had held the post of chief superintendent
of trade there. He sent to the Chinese authorities, and
demanded the surrender of al the men taken from the
Arrow. Not merely did he demand the surrender of the
men, but he insisted that an apology should be offered for
therr arrest, and a formal pledge given by the Chinese
authorities that no such act should ever be committed
again. If this were not done within forty-eight hours, naval
operations were to be begun against the Chinese. This
sort of demand was less like that of a dignified English
official, conscious of the justice of his cause and the strength
of his country, than like the demeanour of Ancient Pistol
formulating his terms to the fallen Frenchman on the
battle-field : “’ll fer him, and firk him, and ferret him-—
discuss the same in French unto him.” Sir John Bowring
called out to the Chinese Governor, Yeh, that he would
fer him, and firk him, and ferret him, and bade the same
be discussed in Chinese unto Him. VYeh sent back all the
men, saying in effect that he did so te. avoid the ferring,
and firking, and ferreting, and he even undertook to pro-
mise that for the future great care should be taken that no
British ship should be visited improperly by Chinese officers.
But he could not offer an upology for the particular case of
the Arrow, for he still maintained, as was indeed the fact,
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thatdhe Arrotr was a Chinese vessel, and that the English
had nothing to do with her. In truth Sir John Bowring
had himself written to Consul Parkes to say that the Arvomw
had no right to hoist the English flag, as her licence, how-
ever obtained, had expired ; but he got over this difficulty
by remarking that after all the Chinese did not know that
fact, and that they were therefore respomsible. Accordingly
Sir John Bowring carried out his threat and immediately
made war on China, He did something worse than making
war 1n the ordinary way ; he had Canton bombarded by
the fleet which Admiral Sir Michael Seymour commanded.
From October 23 to Novemben 13 naval and military
operations were kept wp continuously. A large number of
forts and junks werestaken and destroyed. The suburbs
of Canton were battered down ir= order that the ships might
have a clearer range to fire upon the city. Shot and shell
were poured in upon Canton. Sir John Bowring thought
the time appropriate for reviving certain alleged treaty nghts
for the admission of representatives of British authority into
Canton. During the parliamentary debates that followed,
Sir John Bowring was accused by Lord Derby and Mr.
Cobden of having a sort of monomania about getting into
Canton. Curiously enough, in his autobiographical frag-
ment Sir John Bowring tells that When he was a little boy
he dreamed that he was sent b} the King of England as
ambassador to China. In his later days he appears to have
" been somewhat childishly anxious to realise this dream of
his infancy. He showed all a child’s pe?sistent strength of
will and weakness of reason in enforcing his demand, and
he appears, at one period of the controversy, to have thought
that it had no other end than his solemn entry into Canton.
Meanwhile Commissioner Yeh retaliated by foolishly offer-
ing a reward for the head of every Englishman. Through-
out the whole business Sir John Bowring contrived to keep
bimself almost inv2riably in the wrong, and even where his
claim happened to be in itself good he managed to assert it
in 2 mannér at once untimely, imprudent, and indecent.
This news from China created a considerable sensation
in England, although not many public men had any 1dea
of the manner in which it was destined to affect the House
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of Commons. On February 24, 1857, Lord Derby breught
forward in the House of Lords a motion, comprehensively
condemning the whole of the proceedings of -the British
-authorities in China, The debate would have been memor-
able if only for the powerful speech in which the venerable
Lord Lyndhurst supported the motion, and exposed the
utter illegality of tiv= course pursued by Sir John Bowring,
Lord Lyndhurst declared that the proceedings of the British
authorities could not be justified upon any principle, either
of law or of reason ; that the Arromw was stmply a Chinese
vessel, built in China, and owned and manned by China-
men ; and he laid it dewn as a “principle which no one
will successfully contest ? that you may give ¢ any rights or
any privileges to a foreigner or a fereign vessel as against
yourself, but you cannot grant to any such foreigner a single
night or privilege as against a foreign state.” In other words,
if the British authorities chose to give a British licence to a
Chinese pirate boat which would secure her some Immunity
against British law, that would be altogether an affair for
themselves and their Government; but they could not
pretend by any British register or other document to give
a Chinese boat in Chinese waters a right of exemption from
the laws of China. Perhaps the whole question never
could have arisen if it were not for the fact on which Lord
Lyndhurst commented that, “ when we are talking of treaty
transactions with Eastern nations, we have a kind of loose
law and loose notion of morality in regard to them.” The
question as to the’right conferred by the licence, such as it
was, to hoist the British flag, could not have been disposed
of more effectually than it was by the Chinese Govarnor
Yeh himself, in a single sentence. “ A lorcha,” as Yeh put
it, “owned by a Chinese, purchased a British flag; did
that make her a British vessel ?” The Lord Chancellor
was actually driven to answer Lord Lyndhurst by contend-
ing that no matter whether the lorcha Was legally or illegally
fiying the British flag, it was not for the Chinese to assume
that she was flying it illegally, and that they had no right to
board the vessel on the assumption that she was not what
she pretended to.be. To Show the.value of that argument,
it is only necessary to say that if such were the recognised
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princtple, every pirate in the Canton river,would have
nothing further to do than to hoist any old scrap of British
bunting, and sail on, defiant, under the very eyes of the
Chinese authorities. The Governor of Canton would be
compelled to make a formal complaint to Sir John Bowring,
and trust meanwhile that a spirit of fair play would induce
the pirates to wait for a formal investigetion by the British
authorities.  Otherwise neither Chinese nor British could
take any steps to capture the offenders. - .

The House of Lords rejected ‘the motion of Lord Derby
by a majority of 146 to 110. On February 26 Mr. Cobden
brought forward a motion in the House of Commons,
declaning that “ the papers which have been laid upon the
table fall to establishesatisfactory grounds for the violent
measures resorted to at Cantoncin the late affair of the
Arrow,” and demanding “that a select committee be ap-
pointed to inquire into the state of our commercial rela-
tions with China.” This must have been a peculiarly
painful task for Mr. Cobden., He was an old friend of
Sir John Bowring, with whom he had always supposed
himself to have many or most opinions in common. But
he followed his convictions as to public duty in despite of
his personal friendship. It is a curious evidence of the
manner in which the moral principlés become distorted in
a political contest, that during theé subsequent elections it
was actually made a matter of reproach to Mr. Cobden,
that while acknowledging his old friendship for Sir John
Bownng he was nevertheless found ready to move a vote
of censure on his public conduct. The debate was remark-
able more for the singular political combination which it
developed as it went on, than even for its varied ability and
eloquence. Men spoke and voted on the same side who
had probably never béen brought into such companionship
before and never were afterwards. Mr. Cobden found
himself supported By Mr. Gladstone and Mr. Disraeli, by
Mr. Roebuck and Sir E. B. Lytton, by Lord John Russell
and Mr. Whiteside, by Lord Robert Cecil, afterwards the
Marquts of Salisbury, Sir Frederick Thesiger, Mr. Roundell
Palmer, afterwards Lord Selborn&, Mr. Sidney Herbert, and
Mr. Milner Gibson. The discussion lasted four nights; and
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it was only as it went on that men’s eyes began to open to
its political importance. Mr. Cobden had probably never
dreamed of the amount or the nature of the support his
motion was destined to receive, The Government and
the Opposition alike held meetings out of doors to agree
upon a general ine of action in the debate and to prepare
for the result. Lard Palmerston was convinced that he
would come all right in the end, but he felt that he had
made himself obnoxious to the advanced Liberals by his
indifference, or rather hostility, to every project of reform,
and he persuaded himself that the opportunity would be
eagerly caught at by them to make a combination with the
Tories against him. In all this he was deceiving himself,
as he had done more than once bafore. There is not the
slightest reason to believe that anything but a growing con-
viction of the insufficiency of the defence set up for the
proceedings in Canton influenced the great majority of
those who spoke and voted for Mr. Cobden’s motion.
The truth is, that there has séldom been so flagrant and so
inexcusable an example of high-handed lawlessness in the
dealings of a strong with a weak nation. When the debate
first began it is quite possible that many public men still
believed some explanation or defence was coming forward,
which would enable tliem to do that which the House of
Commons is aiways urfwilling not to do—to sustain the
action of .an English official in a foreign country. As the
discussion went on it became more and more evident that
there was no stch defence or explanation. Men found
their consciences coerced into a condemnation of Sir John
Bowring’s conduct. It was almost ludicrous when the -
miserable quibblings and evasions of the British officials
came to be contrasted with the cruelly clear arguments of
the Chinese. The reading of these latter documents came
like a practical enforcement of "Mr. Cobden’s description of
the Chinese Empire as a State “whi€h had its system of
logic before the time of Aristotle, and its code of morals
before that of Socrates.” The vote of censure was carried
by 263 votes against 247—a majority of 16,

Mr., Disraeli, in the codrse of a clever and defiant speech
made towards the close of the long debate, had challenged
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Lord Palmerston to take the opinion of the country on the
policy of the Government. “I should like,” he exclaimed,
“to see the programme of the proud leaders of the Liberal
party—no reform, new taxes, Canton blazing, Pekin in-
vaded.” Lord Palmerston’s answer was virtually that of
Brutus: “Why, I will see thee at Philippi then.” He
announced two or three days after that the Government
had resolved on a dissolution and an appeal to the country.
Lord Palmerston knew his Pappenheimers. He understood
his countrymen. He knew that a popular Minister makes
himself more popular by appealing to the country on the
ground that he has been condemmed by the House of
Commons for upholding the honour of England and coerc-
ing some foreign power somewhere. Hig address to the
electors of Tiverton differed curicusly in its plan of appeal
from that of Lord John Russell to the electors of the
City, or that of Mr. Disraeli to those of Buckinghamshire.
Lord John Russell coolly and wisely argued out the con-
troversy between him and Lérd Palmerston, and gave very
satisfactory reasons to prove that there was no sufficient
justification for the bombardment of Canton. Mr. Disraeli
described Lord Palmerston as the Tory Chief of a Radical
Cabinet, and declared that “with no domestic policy, he
is obliged to divert the attention of the people from the
consideration of their own affair? to the Jdistractions of
foreign politics.” “His external system is turbylent and
aggressive, that his rule at home may be tranquil and un-
assailed.” In later days a charge not sltogether unlike
that was made against an English Prime Minister who was
not Lord Palmerston. Lord Palmerston understood the
temper of the country too well to trouble himself about
arguments of any kind. He came to the point at once.
In his address to the electors of Tiverton he declared
that “an insolent barbariarf, wielding authority at Canton,
violated the British fag, broke the engagements of treaties,
offered rewards for the heads of British subjects in that
part of China, and planned their destruction by murder,
assassination, and poison.” That of course was all-suffi-
cient. The “insolent barbarizn” was in itself almost
enough.  Governor Yeh certainly was not a barbarian.
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His argument on the subject of International Law obtained
the endorsément of Lord Lyndhurst. His way of arguing
the political and commercial case compelled the admiration
of Lord Derby. His letters form a curious contrast to the
documents contributed to the controversy by the representa-
tives of British authority in China. However, he became
for electioneering spurposes an insolent barbarian; and the
story of 2 Chinese baker who was said to have tried to
porson Sir John Bowring became transfigured into an
attempt at the wholesale poisoning of Englishmen in China
by the express orders of the Chinese Governor. Lord
Palmerston further intknated that he and his Government
had been censured by.a combination of factious persons
who, if they gotsinto power and were prepared to be con-
sistent, must apologise o the Chinese Government and
offer compensation to the Chinese Commissioner. * Will
the British nation,” he asked, “give their support to men
who have thus endeavoured to make the humiliation and
degradation of their country the stepping-stone to power?”

No, to be sure; the British nation would do nothing of
the kind. Lord Derby, Lord Lyndhurst, Mr. Gladstone,
Mr. Cobden, Mr. Disraeli, Sir E. B. Lytton, Lord Grey,
Lord Robert Cecil—these were the craven Englishmen,
devoid of all patriotic or manly feeling, who were trying to
make the humiliation 4nd degradation of their country a
steppingstone to power. They were likewise the friends
and allies of the insolen# barbarian. There were no music-
halls of the mo&emn type in those days. Had there been
such, the denunciations of the insolent barbarian, and of
his still baser British friends, would no doubt have been
shouted forth night after night in the metropolis, to the
accompaniment of rattling glasses and clattering pint-pots.
Even without the alliance of the music-halls, however,
Lord Palmerston swept the field of his enemies. His
victory was complete. The defeat offthe men of peace, in
especial, was what Mr. Ruskin once called, not a fall but a
catastrophe. Cobden, Bnight, Milner Gibson, W. J. Fox,
Layard, and many other leading opponents of the Chinese
policy, were left witholit seats. There was something
peculiarly painful in the circumstances of Mr. Bright’s
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defeat at Manchester. Mr. Bright was suffering from
severe illness. In the opinion of many of his friends his
health was thoroughly broken. He had worked in public
life with a generous disregard of his physical resources;
and he was compelled to leave the country, and seek rest
first in Italy and afterwards in Algeria. It was not a time
when -even political enmity could with 3 good grace have
ventured to visit on him the supposed offences of his party.
But the “insolent barbarian” phrase overthrew him ,too.
He sent home from Florence a farewell address to the
electors of Manchester, which was full of quiet dignity.
““I have esteemed it a high honouy,” thus ran one passage
of the address, * to be qne of your representatives, and have
given more of mental ;and physical labour to your service
than 1s just to myself. 1 feel it scarcely less an honour
to suffer in the cause of peace, and on behalf of what I
believe to be the true interests of my country, though I
could have wished that the blow had come from other
hands, at a time when I codld have met face to face those
who dealt it.” _

Not long after, Mr. Cobden, one of the least sentimental
and the most unaffected of men, speaking in the Manchester
Free-trade Hall of the circumstances of Mr. Bright’s rejec-
tton from Manchester, and the lea®e-taking address which
so many regarded as the last pubhc word of a great career,
- found himself unable to go on with that part of his speech.
An emotion more honourable to the speaker and his subject -
than the most elaborate triumph of eloquence, checked the
flow of the orator’s words, and for the moment made him
inarticulate.

Lord Palmerston came back to power with renewed and
redoubled strength. The little war with Persia, which will
be mentioned afterwards, came to an end in time to give
him another claim as a c¢bnqueror on the sympathies of
the constituencies. ~His appointments of bishops had given
great satisfaction to the Evangelical party, and he had be-
come for the time quite a sort of Church hero, much to
the amusement of Lord Derby, who made great sport of
‘“ Palmerston, the true Protestant ” ; “ Palmerston, the only
Christian Prime Minister.” In the Royal Speech at the
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opening of Parliament it was announced that the differences
between this country and China still remained unadjusted,
and that therefore “her Majesty had sent to China a
Plenipotentiary fully entrusted to deal with all matters
of difference ; and that Plenipotentiary will be supported
by an adequate naval and military force in the event of
such assistance be@oming necessary.” It would be almost
superfluous to say that the assistance of the naval and
military force thus suggested was found to be necessary.
‘The Government, however, had more serious business with
which to occupy themselves before they were at liberty
to turn to the easy work of coercing the Chinese.

The new Parliament was engaged fpr some time in passing
the Act for the establishment of a Gourt of Divorce—that
is to say, abolishing the ancient jurisdiction of the ecclesi-
astical courts respecting divorce, and setting up a regular
cowrt of law, the Divorce and Matrimonial Causes Court,
to deal with questions between husband and wife. The
passing of the Divorce Act wa% strongly contested in both
Houses of Parliament, and indeed was secured at last only
by Lord Palmerston’s intimating very significantly that he
would keep the Houses sitting until the measure had been
disposed of. Mr. Gladstone, in particular, offered to the
bill 2 most strenuous Upposition. He condemned it on
strictly conscientious grofinds. Yet it has to be said, even
as a questjon of conscience, that there was divorce in Eng-
land before the passing of the Act; the only difference
being that the fct made divorce somewhat cheap and
rather easy. Before it was the luxury of the rich; the Act
brought it within the reach of almost the poorest of her
Majesty’s subjects. We confess that we do not see how
any great moral or religious principle is violated in the one
case any more than in the other. The question at issue
was not whether divorce should be allowed by the law;
but only whether it should be high-priced or comparatively
- Inexpensive. It.is certainly a public advantage, as it seems
to us, that the change in the law has put an end to the
debates that used to take place in both Houses of Parlia-
ment. , When any mmportant bill of divorce was under
discussion, the members crowded the House, the case was



1857 THE LORCHA ‘“ARROW?”

discusged in all its details as any clause in a bill is now
debated ; long speeches were made by those who thought
the dwurce ought to be granted and those who thought the
contrary ; and the time of Parliament was occupied in the
edifying discussion as to whether some unhappy woman’s
shame was or was not clearly established. In one famous
‘case, where a distinguished peer, orator, and statesman
50ught a divorce from his wife, every point of the evidence
was debated in Parliament for night after night. Members
spoke in the debate who had known nothing of the case
unul the bill came before them. One member, perhaps,
was taken with a vague sympath}r with the wife; he set
about to show that the evidence against her proved nﬂthmg
Another sympathised wu:h husbands 1n general, and made
it his business to emphasise every point that told of gult
in the woman. More than one earnest speaker during
those debates expressed an ardent hope that the time might
come when Parliament should be relieved from the duty of
undertaking such unsuitable and scandalous investigations.
It must be owned that public decency suffers less by the
regulated action of the Divorce Court than it did under
this preposterous and abominable system. We cannot
help adding too that the Divorce Act, judging by the public
use made of it, certainly must be keld to have justified
itself in a merely practical sense. It seems to have been
thoroughly appreciated by a grateful publfc, It was not
easy after a while to get judicial power enough to“keep the
supply of divorces up to the ever-increasing demand.

Lord Palmerston then appears to be furnished with an
entirely new lease of power., The little Persian War has
been brought to a close; the country is not disposed to
listen to any complaint as to the manner in which it was
undertaken. The settlement of the dispute with China
promised to be an easy prece of business. The peace
party were everywhere overthrown. No one could well
have anticipated that within less than a year from the
general election a motion made in the House of Commons
by one whom it unseated, was to compel the Gﬂvemment
of Lord Palmerston suddenly to xesign office.

-
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CHAPTER XXXI

TRANSPORTATION

THE year 1857 would have been memorable, if for no
other reason, bechuse it saw the abolition of the system
of transportation. Transportation as .a means of getting
nd of part of our crimipal population, dates from the time
of Charles II., when the judges gave power for the removal
of offenders to the North American colonjes. The fiction
of the years coming imfnediately after took account of this
innovation, and one of the most celebrated, if not exactly
one of the finest, of Defoe’s novels deals with the history
of a convict thus sent out to Virginia. Afterwards the
revolt of the American colonies and other causes made it
necessary to send convicts farther away from civilisation.
The punishment of transportztion was first regularly intro-
duced into our criminal law in 1717, by an Act of Parlia-
ment. In 1787 a cargo of criminals was shipped out to
Botany Bay, on the eastern shore of New South Wales,
and near Sydney, the present thriving capital of the colony.
Afterwards the convigts were also sent to Van Diemen’s
Land, or Tasmania ; and to Norfolk Island, a lonely island
in the Pacific, some eight hundred miles from the New
South Wales shore. Norfolk Island became the penal
settlement for the convicted among convicts ; that is to
say, criminals, who, after transportation to New South
Wales, committed new crimes there, might be sent by
the Colonial authorities for sterner punishment to Norfolk:
Island.

Nothing can seem on the face of it a more satisfactory
way of disposing of criminals than the system of transpor-
tation. In the first place it got nid of them, so far as the
- people at home were concerned ; and for a long time that
was about all that the people at home cared. ‘Those who
had committed crimes not bad enough to be disposed of
by the simple and eficient operation of the gallows, were
got rid' of in a manner almost as prompt and effective by
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the plan of sending them out in shiploads to Ameriea or to
Australia. It looked, too, as if the system ought to be
satisfactory in every way and to everybody. The convicts
were provided with a new career, a new country, and a
chance of reformation. They were usually after a while
released from actual durance in the penal settlement, and
allowed conditionally to find employment, and to make
themselves, if they could, good citizens. Their labour, it
was thought, would be of great service to the colondsts,
The Act of 1717 recited that “in many of his Majesty’s
colonies and plantations in America there was a great want
of servants who, by their labour ang industry, might be the
means of improving apd making the said colonies and
plantations more usefyl to this nation.” At that time
statesmen only thought of the utility of the colonies to
this nation, Philanthropy might therefore for a while
beguile itself with the belief that the transportation system
was a benefit to the transported as well as to those among
whom they were sent. But the colonists very soon began
to complain., The convicts who had spent their period. of
probation in hulks or prisons generally left those homes of
horror with natures so brutalised as to make their intru-
sion into any community of decent persons an insufferable
nuisance. Pent up in penal settlements by themselves, the
convicts turned into demons ; drafted intg an inhabited
- colony, they were too numerous to be wholly absprbed by
the population, and they carried their contagion along with
them. New South Wales began to protest against their
presence. Lord John Russell, when Secretary for the
Colonies in 1840, ordered that no more of the criminal
refuse should be carted out to that region. Then Tas-
mania had them all to herself for a while. Lord Stanley,
when he came to be at the head of the Colonial Office,
made an order that the freetsettlers of ‘Tasmania were not
to obtain convict labour at any lower rates than the
ordinary market price; and Tasmania had only put up
with the presence of the convicts at all for the sake of
getting their labour cheap. Tasmania, therefore, began
to protest against being made the refuse-ground. for our
scoundrelism.  Mr. Gladstone, while Colonial Secretary,
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suspended the whole system for a while, but it was
renewed soon after. Sir George Grey endeavoured to
make the Cape of Good Hope a receptacle for a number
f picked convicts; but in 1849 the inhabitants of Cape
Colony absolutely refused to allow a shipload of criminals
to be discharged upon their shores, and 1t was manifestly
impossible to compel them to receive such disagreeable
guests. By this time public opinion in England was ready
to sympathise to the full with any colony which stoed out
against the degrading system. For a long time there had
been growing up a conviction that the transportation
system carried intolerable evils with it. Romilly and
Bentham had condemped it long before. In 1837 a
committee of the House of Commons was appointed to
consider and report on the system. The committee in-
cluded Lord John Russell, Sir Robert Peel, Charles Buller,
Sir W. Molesworth, and Lord Howick, afterwards Earl
Grey. The evidence they collected settled the question
in the minds of all thinking men. The Rev. Walter Clay,
son of the famous prison chaplain, Rev. John Clay, says in
his memoirs of his father, that probably no volume was
ever published in England of which the contents were so
loathsome as those of the appendix to the committee’s
report. ~ There is not much exaggeration in this. The
reader must be left to'imagine for himself some of the
horrors which would be disclosed by a minute account
of what happened in a penal den like Norfolk Island,
~ where a numbe: of utterly brutalised men were left to
herd together without anythmg like beneficent control,
without homes, and without the society of women. In
Norfolk Island the convicts worked in chains. They
were roused at daylight in the morning, and turned out
to labour in their irons, and huddled back in their dens
at night, In some rare case¥ convicts were sent directly
from England to Norfolk Island; be* as a rule the i1sland
was kept as a place of pumshment for criminals who,
already convicted 1n the mother country, were found

guilty of new crimes during their residence in New
Sﬂutb Wales. y

The condition of things in New South Wales was such
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as cimlisation has not often seen. In Sydney especially
it was extraordinary. When the convicts were sent out
to the colony they received each in turn, after a certain

period of penal probation, a conditional freedom ; in dther |

words, a ticket of leave. They were allowed to work for
“the colonists, and to support themselves. Any one who
wanted labourers or artisans or servamts, could apply to
the authorities and have convicts assigned to him for
the purpose. Female convicts as well as- male wvere
thus employed. There was, therefore, a large number
of convicts, men and women, moving about freely in the
active life of Sydney, doing business, working in trades,
performing domestic sarvice ; to al appearance occupying
the place that artisanssand labourers and servants occupy
among ourselves. But there was a profound difference.
The convict labourers and servants were in reality little

bettér than slaves. They were assigned to masters and.

mistresses, and they had to work. Stern laws were
enacted, and were no doubt required, to keep those
terrible subordinates in order. The lash was employed
to discipline the men; the women were practically un-
manageable.  The - magistrates had the power, on the
complaint of any master or mistress, to order a man to
be flogged with as many as fifty Vashes. Some of the
punishment lists remind a reader of the.days of slavery
in the United States. On every page we come on
entries of the flogging of men for disobeying the orders

of a master or mistress; for threatening”a fellow-servant,

for refusing to rub down the horse or clean the carriage,
or some such breach of discipline. A master, who was
also a magistrate, was not allowed to adjudicate in his
own case; but practically it would seem that masters and
mistresses could have their conviet servants flogged when-
ever they thought fit. At 'that time a great many of the
native population, “the Blacks” as they were called, used
to stream into the town of Sydney, as the Indians now
come mto Salt Lake City or some other western town of
America. In some of the outlying houses they would
lounge into the kitchens, as begfars used to do in Ireland
in old days, looking out for any scraps that might be given

4
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to them. It was a common sight then to see half 'a Aozen
of the native women absolutely naked hanging round the
doors of houses where they expected anything. Between
the native women and the convicts at large an almost
indiscriminate intercourse set in. The “black ” men would
bring their wives into the town and offer them for a drop
of rum or a morsel of tobacco. In this extraordinary
society there were these three strands of humanity cun-
ously intertwined. There was the civilised Englishman
with his money, his culture, his domestic habits ; there
was the outcast of English civilisation, the gaol-bird fresh
from the prison and the hulks; and there was the abori-
ginal naked savage. In the drawing-room sat the wife
and -daughters of the magistrate; .in the stable was the
convict, whose crimes had perhaps been successive burg-
laries crowned with attempted murder; in the kitchen were
women servants taken from the convict dep6t and known
to be prostitutes; and hanging round the door were the
savages, men and women. All the evidence seems to
agree that with hardly any exceptions the women convicts
were literally prostitutes. There were some exceptions,
which it is well to notice. Witnesses who were questioned
on the subject gave it as the result of their experience, that
women convicted of aly offence whatever in this country
and sent out to New Scath Wales invariably took to pro-
fligacy, upless they were Irish women. That is to say, it
did not follow that an Irish convict woman must neces-
sarily be a proflizate woman ; it did follow as a matter of
fact in the case of other women. Some of the convicts
married women of bad character and lived on their im-
moral earnings, and made no secret of the fact. Many of
these husbands boasted that they made their wives keep
them 1n what they considered luxuries by the wages of their
sin. Tea and sugar were gredt luxuries to them at that
time, and it was a common saying ama=g men of this class
that their wives must take care to have the tea and sugar
bag filled every day. The convicts soon inoculated the
. matives with the vilest vices and the foulest diseases of
cvilisation. Many an English lady found that her woman
servants went off in the night somewhere and came back in
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the morning, and they knew perfectly well that the women
bad been off on some wild freak of profligacy ; but it was
of no use to complain. In the midst of all this it would
appear that a few of the convicts did behave well ; that
they kept to work with iron industry, and rose in the world,
and were respected. In some cases the wives of convicts
went out to New South Wales and stared farms or shops,
and had their husbands assigned to them as servants, and
got on tolerably well. But in general the convicts led a
hife of utter profligacy, and they corrupted all that came
within their reach. One convict said to g judge: “Let a
man be what he will, when he comes out here he 1s soon as
bad as the rest; a2 manis heart is taken from him, and there
s given to him the heart of a beast.” Perpetual profligacy,
incessant flogging—this was the combination of the convict’s
life. Many of the convicts liked the life on the whole, and
wrote to friends at home urging them to commit some
offence, get transported, and come out to New South
Wales. An idle ruffian had often a fine time of it there,
This of course does not apply to Norfolk Island. No
wretch could be so degraded or so unhappy anywhere
else as to find relief in that hideous lair of sulfering and
abomination. .

Such was the condition of tHings described to the
Committee of the House of Coémmons in 1837. It is
right and even necessary to say that we have passed over
almost without allusion some of the most hideous of the
revelations.  We have kept ourselves to abominations
which at all -events bear to be spoken of. From the
publication of the evidence taken before the Committee
any one might have seen that the transportation system
was doomed. It was clear that if any colony made up its
mind to declare that it would not endure the thing any
tonger, no English Minister could venture to say that he
would force it on tae colonists. The doomed and odious
System, however, continued for a lopg time to be put in
operation as far as possible. It was most tempting both
as to theory and as to practice. It was an excellent thing
for the people at home to get rid of so much of their
ruffianism ; and it was easy to persuade ourselves that the
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system gave the convicts a chance of reform, and ought to
be.acceptable to the colonists. -

The colonists, however, made up their minds at last in
most places, and would not have any more of our convicts.
Only in Western Australia were the people willing to re-
ceive them on any conditions, and Western Australia had
but scanty natural xesources and could in any case harbour
very tew of our outcasts. The discovery of gold in Aus-
tralig settled the question of those colonies being troubled
any more with our transportation system : for the greatest
enthusiast for transportation would hardly propose to send
out gangs of criminals tg a region glowing with the tempta-
tions of gold. There were some thoughts of establishing
a convict settlement on ‘the shores of the Gulf of Carpen-
taria on the north side of the great Australian Island.
Some such scheme was talked of at various intervals. It
always, however, broke down on a little examination. One
difficulty alone was enough to dispose of it effectually. It
was impossible, after the revelations of the Committee of
the House of Commons, to have a convict settlement of
men alone; and if it was proposed to found a colony,
where were the women to come from? Were respectable
English and Irish girls to be enticed to go out and become
the wives of convicts?< What statesman would make such
a proposal? The wildest projects were suggested. Un-
fortunately in the places thought most suitable for 2 settle.
ment there happened to be no savage women. Iet the
convict men be married to convict women, sald another
philosopher. But even if any Colonial Minister could
have been found hardy enough to approach Parliament
- with a scheme for the foundation of a colony on the
basis of common crime, it had to be said that there were
not nearly enough of convict women to supply brides for
even a tolerable proportion of the convict men. Another
suggestion it 1s only necessary to mention for the purpose
of showing to what lengths the votaries of an idea will go
n their effort to make it fit in with. the actual conditions
of things, There were persons who thought it would not
be a bad plan to get rideof two nuisances. at once, our
convicts and a portion of what is euphuistically termed our
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“social evil,” by founding a penal settlement on some
lonely shore, and sending out cargoes of the abandoned
women of our large towns to be the wives of the present
and the mothers of the future colonists. When it came
to propositions of this kind it was clear that there was an
end to any serious discussion as to the possibility of found-
ing a convict settlement. As late as 1856 Committees of
both Houses of Parilament declared themselves greatly in
favour of the transportation system——that is, of some trans-
portation system, of an i1deal transportation system ; but
also recorded their conviction that it would be impﬂssible
to carry on the known system any longer.

The question then arose what was England to dt} with
the criminals whom up to that time she had been able to
shovel out of her way. All the receptacles were closed but
Western Australia, and that counted for almost nothing.
Some prisoners were then, and since, sent out for a part of
their term to (mbraltar and Bermuda'; but they were always
brought back to this country to be discharged,-so that they
may be considered as forming a part of the ordinary class
of criminals kept in detention here. The transportation
system was found to carry evils 1n its train which did not
directly belong to its own organisation. It had been for a
long time the practice of England and Scotland to send out
to a colony only those who were transported for ten years
and upwards and to retain those condemned for shorter
periods in the hulks and other convict prisons. In these
hideous hulks the convicts were huddied tczether very much
as in Norfolk Island, with scarcely any superintendence or
discipline, and the result was that they became what were
calied with hardly any exaggeration *floating hells,” It
was quite clear that, the whole system of our dealings with
our convicts must be revised and reorganised. In 1853 the
Government took a step which has been well described as
an avowal that we _oust take the complete charge of our
criminals upon ourselves. A bill was brought in by the
Ministry to substitute penal servitude for transportation,
“unless mn cases where the sentence was for fourteen years
and upwards. The bill reduced the scale of punishment ;
that i1s to say, made a shorter period of penal servitude
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supply the place of a longer term of transportation. ' Lord
Palmerston was Home Secretary  at this time. It was
during that curious episode in his career deseribed in the
- first volume when he adopted, if such an expression may be
used, the business of Home Secretary in order, as he put it,
to learn how to deal with the concerns of the ecount

nternally, and to<be brought in contact with his fellow-
countrymen. He threw all his characteristic energy into
the work of carrying through the measure for the establish-
ment of a new system of secondary punishments. It was
during the passing of the bill through the House of Lords
that Lord Grey suggested the introduction of a modification
“of the ticket-of-leave system which- was in practice in the
colonies. The principle of the tickat-of-leave was that the
convict should not be kept in custody during the whole
period of his sentence, but that he should be allowed to
pass through a period of conditional liberty before he
obtained his full and unrestricted freedom. = Lord Grey
also urged that the sentences to penal servitude should
correspond in length with sentences for transportation.
The Government would not accept - this latter suggestion,
but they adopted the principle of the ticket-ofleave. The
bill was introduced into the House of Lords by Lord
Cranworth, the Lord Cnancellor. When it came down to
the House of Commons there was some objection made to
the ticket-of-leave clauses, but the Government carried
them through. The effect of the measure was to substitute
penal servitude fer transportation in all cases except those
where the sentence of -transportation was for fourteen years

and upwards. Now there can be no doubt that the prin-
ciple of the ticket-of-leave is excellent. But it proved on -
its first trial in this country the most utter delusion. . It got
no fair chance at all. It was understood by the whole
Enghsh public that the object 6f the ticket-of-leave was to
enable the authorities to give a condititnal discharge from
custody to a man who had in some way proved his fitness
for such a relaxation of punishment, and that the eye of the
police would be on him even during the period of his condi--
tional release. This was in fact the construction put on the
Act in Ireland, where accordingly the ticket-of-leave systein
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- was wolked with the most complete success. Under the
- management of Sir Walter Crofton, chairman of the Board
- of Prison Directors, the principle was applied exactly as
any one might have supposed it would be applied every-
where; and as indeed the very conditions endorsed on the-
- ucket-of-leave distinctly suggested. The convicts in Ireland
were kept away from the general communily in a little penal
settlement near Dublin; they were put at first to hard,
monotonous; and weary labour ; they were then encouraged
to believe that with senergy and good conduct they could
gradually obtain relaxation of punishment, and even some
small rewards ; they were subjected o a process of really
reforming discipline ; thef got their conditionat freedom as
so0n as they had satisfaltorily proved that they deserved
and were fit for it; but even then they had to report them-
selves periodically to the police, and they knew that if they
were seen to be relapsing into old habits and old comw
panionships they were certain to be sent back to the penal
settlement to begin the hard work over again. The result
was substantial and lasting reform, It was easy for the
men who were let out conditionally to obtain employment.
A man who had Sir Walter Crofton’s ticket-of-leave was
known by that very fact to have gwen earnest of good
purpose and steady character. The.system in Ireland was
therefore all that its authors could have wished it to be.
But for some inscrutable reason the Act was interprited in
this country as simply giving every convict a right, after a
certain period of detention, to claim a ticket-ofleave pro-
vided he had not grossly violated any of the regulations of
the prison, or misconducted himself in some outrageous
manner. In 1856 Sir George Grey, the Home Secretary,
told the House of Commons that there never was a more
fallacious idea than the supposition that a ticket-of-leave was
a certificate of good character, and that a man only obtained
such a ticket if he could prove that he had reformed. A
ticket-of-leave, he went on to explain, was indeed withheld
In the case of very bad conduct ; but in any ordinary case
the convicts, “unless they have transgressed the prison
rules, and acted in such a manner as to incur an unfavour.
. able report from the prison authorities, are, after a stated
VOL. I, C
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period of imprisonment, entitled as a matter of coulse to a
ticket-of-leave.”

It would be superfluous to examine the working of such
a system as that which Sir George Grey described. A
number of scoundrels whom the judges had sentenced to
be kept in durance for so many years were without any
conceivable reason turned loose upon society long before
the expiration of their sentence. They were in England
literally turned loose upon society, for it was held by-the
authorities here that it might possibly interfere with the
chance of a gaol-bird’s getting employment, if he were seen
to be watched by th€ police. The police therefore were
considerately ordered “to refrain from looking after them.
“1 knew you once,” says the hero of a poem by Mr.
Browning, “ but in Paradise, should we meet, I will pass
nor turn my face.” The police were ordered to act thus
discreetly if they saw Bill Sikes asking for employment in
some wealthy and quiet household. They certainly knew
him once, but now they were to pass nor turn their face.
Nothing, surely, that we know of the internal arrange-
ments of Timbuctoo, to adopt the words of Sydney Smith,
warrants us in supposing that such a system would have
been endured there. for a year. Fifty per cent. of the
ruffians released on ticket-of-leave were afterwards brought
up for new ciimes, and convicted over again. Of those
who altnough not actually convicted were believed to have
relapsed into their old habits, from sixty to seventy per
cent, relapsed within the first year of their liberation. .
Baron Bramwell stated from the bench that he had had
instances of criminals coming before him who had three
sentences overlapping each other. 'The convict was set
free on ticket-of-leave, convicted of some new crime, and
re-committed to prison ; released again on thkEt-Uf—lEﬂVE
and convicted once again, before the period of his ﬂnglnal
sentence had EX})]I‘Ed An alarm sprang up in England ;
and like all alarms it was supported both by exaggeration
and misconception. The system pursued with the convicts
was bad enough ; but the popular impression ascribed to
the ticket- ﬂf—lE&‘FE men every crime committed by any one
who had been previously convicted and imprisoned. A
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man who had worked out the whole of his sentence, and
who therefore had to be discharged, committed some crime
immediately after.  Excited public opinion described it as
a crime committed by a ticket-of-leave man. Two com-
mittees sat, as has already been said, in 18 56. The result
- of the public alarm and the parliamentary reconsideration
of the whole subject, was the bill brough®in by Sir George
Grey in 1857. This measure extended the provisions of
the Act of 1853 by substituting in all cases a sentence of
penal servitude for one of transportation. It extended the
imits of the penalservitude sentences by making them
correspond with the terms of transportation to which men
had previously been sentenced. It ®ave power also to pass
sentences of penal servitude for shorter periods than was
allowed by former legislation, allowing penal servitude for
as short a period as three years. It attached to all sen-
tences of penal servitude the liability to be removed from
this country to places beyond seas fitted for their reception ;
and 1t restricted the range of the remission of sentences.
The Act, it will be seen, abolished the old-fashioned
transportation system altogether, but it left the power.to
the authorities to have penal servitude carried out in any
of the colonies where it might be thoyght expedient. The
Government had still some idea. of utilising Western
Australia for some of our offenders. But nothing came
of this plan, or of the clause in the new Act whch was
passed to favour it; and as a matter of fact transporta-
tion was abolished. How the amended legislation worked
In other respects we shall have an opportunity of examining
hereafter, :
Transportation was not the only familiar institution which
came to an end in this year. 'The Gretna Green marriages
became 1illegal in 1857, their. doom having been fixed for
that time by an Act passed in the previous session.
Thenceforward such Rarriages were unlawful, unless one
of the parties had lived at least twenty-one days previously
In Scotland. The hurried flight to the border, the post-
chaise and the panting steeds, the excited lovers, the
pursuing father, passed away into tradition. Lydia Lan-
guish had to reconcile herself to the licence and the

L
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blessing, and even the writers of fiction might havé given
up without a sigh an incident which had grown weari-
some 1n romance long before it ceased to be Interesting in
reality. |

CHAPTER XXXII

THE SEPOQY

OnN the 23rd of June 1857 the hundredth anniversary of
the battle of Plasseyrwas celebiated in London. One
object of the celebration was to obtain the means of
raising a monument to Clive in his native country. At
such a meeting it was but natural that a good deal should
be said about the existing condition of India, and the
prospects of that great empire which the genius and the
daring of Clive had gone so far to secure for the English
Crown. It does not appear, however, as if any alarm was
expressed with regard to the state of things in Bengal, or
as if any of the noblemen and gentiemen present believed
that at that very moment India was passing through a crisis
more senous than Clive himself had had to encounter.
Indeed, a month or so before a Bombay journal had
congratedated itself on the fact that India was quiet
“throughout.” Yet at the hour when the Plassey celebra-
tion was going on the great Indian Mutiny was already
six weeks old, had already assumed full and distinctive
proportions, was already known in India to be a convulsion
destined to shake to its foundations the whole fabric of
British rule in Hindostan. A few evenings after the
celebration there was some ,cursory and casual discus-
sion in Parliament about the doubtful news that had begun
to arrive from India; but as yet no” Englishman at home
took serious thought of the matter. The news came at
last with a rush. o

Never in our time, never probably at any time, came
s'ch news upon England as the first full story of the
~ outbreak in India. It came with terrible, not unnatural
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exaggeration. England was horror-stricken by the stories
of wholesale massacres of Enghsh women and children;
of the most abominable tortures, the most degradmg
outrages inflicted upon English matrons and maidens.
The newspapers ran over with the most horrifying and
the most circumstantial accounts of how English ladies
of the highest refinement were dragged naked through
the streets of Delhl, and were paraded in their nakedness
before the eyes of the aged King of Delh, in order that
his hatred might be feasted with the sight of the shame
and agony of the captives. Descriptions were given, to
which 1t 1s unnecessary to make any special allusions now,
of the vile mutilations and tortureg inflicted on English-
women to giut the vengeance of the tyrant. The pen
of another Procopius could alone have done full justice
to the narratives which were poured in day after day
upon the shuddering ears of Englishmen, untii all thought
even of the safety of the Indian Empire was swallowed
up in a wild longing for revenge on the whole seed,
breed, and race of the mutinous people who had tortured
and outraged our countrywomen. It was not ull the
danger was all over, and British arms had reconquered
Northern India, that England learned the truth with
regard to these alleged outrages ahd tortures. Let us
dispose of this most painful part of the {errible story at
‘the very beginning, and once for all.. During the Indian
Mutiny the blood of innocent women and children was
cruelly and lawvishly spilt; on one menlorable occasion
with a bioodthirstiness that might have belonged to the
most savage tuimes of medieval warfare. But there were
no outrages, In the common acceptation, upon women.
No Englishwomen were stripped or dishonoured, or pur-
posely mutilated. As to this fact all historians of the
Mutiny are agreed. |

But if the first ®?ories of the outbreak that reached
England dealt in exaggerations of this kind, they do not
seem to have exaggerated, they do not seem to have
even adequately appreciated, the nature of the crisis with
which England was suddenly cdlled upon to deal.e The
fact was, that throughout the greater part of the north
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and north-west of the great Indian peninsula thece was
a rebellion of the native races against English power. It
was not alone the Sepoys who rose in revolt. It was
not by any means a merely military mutiny. It was a
combination, whether the growth of deliberate design and
long preparation, or the sudden birth of chance and un-
expected opporturity—a combination of military grievance,
national hatred and religious fanaticism, against the English
occupters of India. The native princes and the native
soldiers were 1 it. The Mahomedan and the Hindoo
forgot their own religious antipathies to join against the
Christian. Hatred and panic were the stimulants of that
great rebellious movement. The guarrel about the greased
cartridges was but the chance spar’: flung in among all the
combustible material. If that spark had not lighted it,
some other would have done the work. In fact, there are
thoughtful and well-informed historians who believe that
the incident of the greased cartridges was a fortunate one
for our people; that coming as 1t did it precipitated
unexpectedly a great convulsion which, occurring later,
and as the result of more gradual operations, might have
been far more dangerous to the perpetuity of our rule.

Let us first see what were the actual facts of the out-
break. When the imiproved (Enfield) rifle was introduced
into the Indian army, the idea got abroad that the car-
tridges were made up in paper greased with a mixture
of cow’s fat and hog’s lard. It appears that the paper
was actually greased, but not with any such material as
that which religious alarm suggested to the native troops.
Now a mixture of cow’s fat and hog’s lard would have
been, above all things, unsuitable for use in cartridges to
be distributed among our Sepoys; for the Hindoo regards
the cow with religious veneration, and the Mahomedan
looks upon the hog with utter loathing. In the mind of
the former something sacred to him Was profaned ; in that
of the latter something unclean and abominable was forced
upon his daily use. It was in 1856 that the new rifles
were sent out from England, and the murmur against their
 use began at once. Various efforts were made to allay
the panic among the native troops. The use of the
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cartridges complained of was discontinued by orders 1ssued
in January 1857. 'The Governor-General sent out a pro-
clamation in. the following May, assuring the army of
Bengal that the tales told to them of offence to their
religion or injury to their caste being meditated by the
Government of India, were all malicious inventions and
falsehoods. Still the idea was strong gmong the troops
that some design against their religion was meditated.
A mutinous spirit began to spread itself abroad. In
March some of the native regiments had to be disbanded.
In April some executions of Sepoys took place for gross
and open mutiny. In the same month several of the
natve Bengal cavalry iy Meerut refused to use the car-
tridges served out to them, although “they had been authori-
tatively assured that the paper in which the cartridges were
wrapped had never been touched by any offensive matenal.
On May ¢ these men were sent to the gaol. They had
been tried by court martial, and were sentenced, eighty of
them, to imprisonment and hard labour for ten years, the
remaining five to a similar punishment for six years. They
had chains put on them 1in the presence of their comrades,
who n> doubt regarded them as martyrs to their religious
faith, and they were thus publicly marched off to the
commacn gaol. The guard placed 8ver the gaol actually
consisted of Sepoys.

The following day, Sunday, May 10, was memorable.
The native troops in Meerut broke into open  mutiny.
The summa dies, the tneluctabile tempus had come. They
fired upon their ofhcers, killed a colonel and others, broke
into th= gaol, released their comrades, and massacred
several of the FEuropean inhabitants. The European
troops rallied and drove them from their cantonments or
barracks. Then came the momentous event, the turning
point of the mutiny ; the act that marked out its character,
and made it what % afterwards became. Meerut is an
important military station between the Ganges and the
Jumna, thirty-eight miles north-east from Delhi. In the
vast palace of Delhi, almost a city in 1itself, a reeking
Alsatia of lawless and prvileged vice and crime, lived
the aged King of Delhi, as he was called; the dis-
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established, but not wholly disendowed, sovereign, the
descendant of the great Timour, the last representative
of the Grand Mogul. The mutineers fled along the road
to Delht; and some evil fate directed that they were not
to be pursued or stopped on their way. Unchecked, un-
pursued, they burst into Delhi, and swarmed into the
precincts of the, palace of the king. They claimed his
protection ; they insisted upon his accepting their cause
and themselves. They proclaimed him Emperor of India,
and planted the standard of rebellion against English
rule on the battlements of his palace. They had found
in one moment a leader, a flag, and a cause, and the
mutiny was transfigured into a revolutionary war, The
Sepoy troops, in the city and Ehe cantonments on the
Delhi ndge, two miles off, and overlooking the city, at
once began to cast in their lot with the mutineers. The
poor old puppet whom they set up as their emperor was
some €ighty years of age; a feeble creature, believad to
have a mild taste for poetry and weak debauchery. He
had long been merely a pensioner of the East India
Company. During the early intrigues and struggles be-
tween the English and French in India the Company had
taken the sovereigns of Delhi under their protection, nomi-
nally to save them 7rom the aggressiveness of the rival
power; and, as might be expected, the Delhi monarchs
soon became ‘mere pensionaries of the British authorities.
It had 'even been determined that after the old king's
death a different arrangement should be made ; that the
title of king would not be allowed any longer, and that
“the privileges of the palace, the occupants of which were
thus far allowed to be a law to themselves, should be
restricted or abolished. A British commisstpner directed
affarrs in the city, and British troops were quartered on
the Delhi ridge outside. Still the king was living, and
was called a king. He was the reprgsentative of thae great
dynasty whose name and effigies had been borne by all
- the coin of India until some twenty years before. He
- stood for legitimacy and divine right; and he supplied
all the various factions snd sects of which the mutiny was
composed, or to be composed, with a visible and an accept-
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able Had. If the mutineers flying from Meerut had been
promptly pursued and dispersed, or captured, before they
reached Delhi, the tale we have to tell might have been
shorter and very different. But when they reached, un-
checked, the Jumna glittering in the mormng light, when
. they swarmed across the bridge of boats that spanned it,
and when at length they clamoured und®r:the windows of

the palace that they had come to restore the rule of the
Delhi dynasty, they had all unconsciously seized one of
the great criticil moments of history, and converted a
military mutiny into a national and religious war.

This is the manner in which the ndian Rebellion began
and assumed its distinet characterr But this dry state-
ment of facts would go® a very short way towards explain-
ing how the mutiny of a few regiments came to assume
the aspect of a rebellion. Mutinies were not novelties
in India. There had been some very serious outbreaks
before the time of the greased cartridges. The Kuropean
officers of the Company had themselves mutinied. in Bengal
nearly a century before ; and that time the Sepoys stood
firm by the Company whose salt they had eaten. 'There
was a more general and serious mutiny at Vellore, near
Madras, in 1806 ; and the sons of the famous Tippoo Sahib
took part with it, and endeavoured to make it the means
of regaining the forfeited power of their howse. It had to
be dealt with as if it were a war, and Vellore haQ to be
recaptured. In 1849 a Bengal regiment sgized a fortress
near Lahore. Sir Charles Napier, the conqueror of Scinde,
once protested that thirty regiments of the Bengal army
were ripe for revolt. Napier, however, seems to have:
thought only of military mutiny, and not of religious and
political rebellion. At Meerut itself, the very cradie of the
outbreak, a pamphlet was published in 1851 by Colonel
Hodgson, to argue that the admission of the priestly caste
too freely into the Bengal army would be the means of
fomenting sedition among the native troops. But -there
was a combination of circumstances at work to bring about
such a revelt as Napier never dreamed of ; a .revolt as
different from the outbreak he contemplated as the Frénch
Revolution differed from the Mutiny of the Nore. These
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causes affected variously but at once the army, the princes,
and the populations of India.

“The causes and motives for sedition,” says Bacon--
and the words have been cited with much appropriateness
and effect by 5ir J. W. Kaye in his * History of the Sepoy
War ’—*are mnc:vatmns in religion, taxes, alteration of
laws and customs, breaking of privileges, general oppres-
sion, advancement of unworthy persons, strangers, deaths,
disbanded soldiers, factions grown desperate, and whatso-
ever in offending people joineth and knitteth them in a
common cause.” Not all these various impulses to rebel-
lion were stirring perbaps in India, but assuredly many,
possibly the majority, &f them were at work. As is usual
in such cases too, it happened that many changes made,
nay, many prnrlleges disinterestedly cnnferr&d by the ruling
power in India for the benefit and pleasure of the native
levies turned into other causes and stimulants of sedition
and rebellion. Let us speak first of the army. The Bengal
army was very different in 1ts constitution and conditions
from that of Bombay or Madras, the other great divisions
of Indian government at that time. In the Bengal army,
the Hindoo Sepoys were far more numerous than the
Mahomedans, and wgre chiefly Brahmins of high caste;
while in®*Madras and Bombay the army was made up, as
the Bengal regiments are now, of men of all sects and races
without discrimination. Until the very year before the
Mutiny the Bengal soldier was only enlisted for service
in India, and was exempted from any liability to be sent
across the seas; across the black water which the Sepoy
dreaded and hated to have to cross. No such exemption
was allowed to the soldiers of Bombay or Madras; and in
July 1856 an order was issued by the military authorities
to the effect that future enhstments in Bengal should be
for service anywhere without limitatign. Thus the Bengal
Sepoy had not only been put in the position of a privileged
and pampered favourite, but he had been subjected to the
indignity and disappointment of seeing his privileges taken
away from him. He was indeed an excellent soldier, and
was naturally made a favourite by many of his commanders.
But he was very proud, and was rigidly tenacious of what
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he cdnsidered his rights. He lived apart with his numer-
ous and almost limitless family representing all grades of
relationship ; he cooked his food apart and ate it apart ;
he acknowledged one set of governing principles while he
was on parade, and had a totally different code of customs
and laws and morals to regulate his private life, The tie
of blood relationship was very strong with the Sepoy. The
elder Sepoy always took good care to keep his regiment
well supplied with recruits from among his own family. As
the Highland sergeant in the British army endeavours to
have as many as possible of his kith and clan in the regi-
ment with himself; as the Irishman in the New Vork
police force is anxious-to get as many of his friends and
fellow countrymen as may be into the same ranks, so the
Sepoy did his best to surround himself with men of his
blood and of his ways. There was therefore the spirit of a
clan and of a sect pervading the Sepoy regiments ; a strong
current flowing beneath the stream of superficial military
discipline and esprsf de corps. The Sepoy had many privi-
leges denied to his fellow-religionists who were not in the
military ranks. Let it be added that he was very often deeply
in debt ; that his pay was frequently mortgaged to usurers
who hung on him as the crimps do gpon a sailor in one of
our seaport towns ; and that therefore he had something of
Catiline’s reason for desiring a general upser and a clearing
off of old responsibilities. .

But we must above all other things take into account,
when considering the position of the Hindoo Sepoy, the
influence of the tremendous institution of caste. An
Englishman or European of any country will have to eall
his imaginative faculties somewhat vigorously to his aid
in order to get even an idea of the power of this monstrous
superstition. The man who by the merest accident, by the
slightest contact with anything that defiled, had lost caste,
was excommunicatedYrom' among the living, and was held
to be for evermore accurst of God. His dearest friend,
his nearest relation, shrank back from him in alarm and
abhorrence. When Helen Macgregor, in Scott’s romance,
would express her sense of the dégradation that had*been
put upon her, she declares that her mother’s bones would
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shritk away from her .in" the grave, if her corpse weie to
be laid beside them. The Sepoy fully believed that his
mother’s bones ought to shrink away from contact with the
polluted body of the son who had lost caste.- Now, it-had
bacome-from various causes a strong suspicion in the mind
of ‘the .Sepoy that there was a deliberate purpose 1n the
minids -of the Englsh rulers of the country to defile: the
Hindoos, and to bring them all to the dead level of one
caste.or no caste. The suspicion in part arose out of the
fact that this institution of caste, penetrating as it did so
subtly and so universally into all the business of life, could
not but come into frequent collision with any system of
European military and ocivil discipiine, -however carefully
and considerately managed. No doubt there was in many
instances a lack of consideration shown for the Hindoo’s
peculiar and very perplexing tenets. The Englishman 1s
not usually 2 very imaginative personage ; nor is he rich in
those sympathetic instincts which might enable a. ruler to
enter into and make allowance for the influence of senti-
ments and usages widely different from his own. To many
2 .man fresh from the ways of England, the Hindoo doc-
trines and practices appeared so ineffably absurd ‘that he
could not believe any.human beings were seriousin their
devotion to them, and he took no pains to conceal his
opinion as to the absurdity of the creed, and the hypocrisy
of those who professed it. Some of the elder othcers and
civilians were imbued very strongly with a conviction that
~ the work of open, and what we may call aggressive, prose-
Iytism, was part of the duty of a Christian ; and in the best
faith and with the purest intentions they thus strengthened
the growing suspicion that the mind of the authorities was
set on the defilement of the Hindoos. Nor was it among
the Hindoos alone that the alarm began to be. spread
abroad. It was the conviction of the Mahomedans that
their faith and their rites were to 'be timpered with as well.
It was whispered among them everywhere that the peculiar
Baptismal custom of the Mahomedans was to be suppressed
by law, and - Mahomedan women were to be compelled. to
go uhveiled in- public. The slightest alterations in any
" system gave fresh confirmation to the suspicions ‘that were
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aflo® among the Hindoos and Mussulmans.  When a
change was made in the arrangements of thé prisens, and
the native prisoners were no longer allowed to .cpok for
themselves, a murmur went abroad that this was the first
overt act in the conspiracy to destroy the- caste, and with
it the bodies and souls of the Hindoos. Another change
must be noticed too. At one time it Wwhs intended that the
native troops should be commanded for the most part by
native officers. The men would, therefore, have had some-
thing like sufficient security that their religious scruples
were regarded and respected. But by degrees the clever,
pushing, and capable Briton began to monopolise the
officers’ posts everywhere. The matives were- shouldered
out of the high positidns, until at length it became practi-
cally an army of native rank and file commanded by
Englishmen. If we remember that a Hindoo sergeant of
lower caste would, when off parade, often abase himself
with his forehead in the dust before a Sepoy private who
belonged to the Brahmin order, we shall have some idea
of the perpetual collision between military discipline and
religious principie which affected the Hindoo memhers of
an army almost exclusively commanded by Europeans arnd
Christians. ‘-

There was, however, yet another influence, and one of
tremendous 1mportance in determining ¢he set of that
- otherwise vague current of feeling which  threatened to
disturb the tranquil permanence of English rule in India.
We have spoken of the army and of its religious scruples
we must now speak of the territorial and political influences
which affected the princes and the populations.of India,
There had been just before the outbreak of the Mutiny.a
wholesale removal of the landmarks, a striking application
of a bold and thorough policy of annexation; a gigantic
system of reorganisation applied to the territorial arrange-
ments of the north and north-west of the great Indian
pemnsula. A master-spirit had been at work at the re-
construction of India; and if you cannot make revolutions
with rosewater, neither can you make them without reaction.

Lord Dalhousie bad not long left India on the ap-
pointment of Lord Canning to the Governor-Generalship
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when the Mutiny broke out. Lord Dalhousie was a"man
of commanding energy, of indomitable courage, with the
intellect of a ruler of men, and the spirit of a congueror.
The statesmen of India perﬁ}rm their parts upon a vast
stage, and yet they are to the world in general somewhat
like the actors in a provincial theatre. They do not get
the fame of their”work and their merits. Men have
arisen in India whose deeds, if done in Europe, would
have ranked them at least with the Richelieus and
Bismarcks of history, if not actually with the Casars and
Charlemagnes ; and who are yet condemned to what may
“almost be called a merely local renown ; a record on the
roll of great officials. Isord Dalhousie was undoubtedly a
great man. He had had some pafliamentary experience
in England and in both Houses; and he had been Vice-
President and subsequently President of the Board of
Trade under Sir Robert Peel. He had taken great
interest mn the framing of regulations for the railway
legislation of the mania season of 1844 and 1845. To-
Wa.rds the close of 1847 Lord Hardinge was recalled from
India, and Lord Dalhousie was sent out in his place.
Never was there in any country an administration of
more successful activity than that of Lord Dalhousie.
He introduced cheap postage into India; he made rail-
ways; he set »up lines of electric telegraph. Within
~ fifteen mdcnths, according to one of his biographers, the
telegraph was in operation from Calcutta to Agra, thence
to Attock on the Indus, and again from Agra to Bombay
and Madras, He devoted much of his attention to irr-
gation, to the making of great roads, to the work of the
(Ganges Canal. He was the founder of a comprehensive
system of native education; especially female education,
a matter so difficult and delicate in a country like India.
He put down infanticide and the E}dlﬂus and extraordimary
Thug system, and he carried out ‘with -vigour Lord
William Bentinck’s Act for the suppression of the Suttee
or burning of widows on the funeral pile of their hus-
bands. These are only some of the evidences of his
unresting, all-conquering energy. They are but illus-
trative ; they are far indeed from being exhaustive even
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as aecatalogue. But Lord Dalhousie was not wholly
engaged in such works as these. Indeed his noble and
glorious triumphs over material, intellectual, and moral
obstacles run some risk of being forgotten or overlooked
by the casual reader of history in the storm of that fierce
controversy which his other enterprises called forth.
During his few years of office he anngxed the Punjaub;
he incorporated part of the Burmese territory in our
dominions; he annexed Nagpore, Sattara, Jhansi, Berar,
and Oudh. We are not called upon here to consider in
detail the circumstances of each of these annexations, or
to ask the reader to pass judgment on the motives and
the policy of Lord Dalhousie. ]t is fair to say that he
was not by any means the mere impenal proconsul he is
often represented to be, thirsting with the ardour of a
Roman conqueror to enlarge the territory of his own
State at any risk or any sacrifice of principle. There was
reason enough to make out a plausitble case for even the
most questionable of his annexations; and in one or two
instances he seems only to have resolved on annexation
reluctantly and because things had come to that pass
that he saw no other safe alternative left to him. But
his own general policy is properly expressed In his own
words: “ We are lords-paramount oY India, and our policy
is to acquire as direct a dominion over the territories in
possession of the native princes as we alrea.dy hold over
the other half of India.” Such a principle as this could
only conduct in the vast majority of cascs to a course of
direct annexation let the ruler begin by disavowing it as
he will. In the Punjaub the annexation was provoked m
the beginning, as so many such retributions have been in
India, by the murder of some of our officers, sanctioned,
if not actually ordered, by a native prince. Lord Dal-
housie marched a fﬂI‘CE into the Punjaub. This land, the
“land of the five waters,” lies at the gateway of Hmdusta.n,
and was peopled by Mussulmans, Hindoos, and Sikhs, the
latter a new sect of reformed Hindoos. We found arrayed
against us not only the Sikhs but our old enemies the
Afghans. Lord Gough was in*command of our forces.
He fought rashly and disastrously the famous battle of
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-Chillianwallah. The plain truth may as well be spoken
out -without periphrasis: he was defeated. But before
the outcry raised in India and in England over this
calamity had begun to subside, he had wholly recovered
our position and prestige by the complete defeat which
he inflicted upon the enemy at Goojrat. Never was a
victory more commlete in itself or more promptly and
eflectively followed up. The Sikhs were crushed ; the
Afghans were driven in wild rout back across their savage
passes; and Lord Dalhousie annexed the Punjaub. He
presented as one token of his conquest the famous
diamond, the Koh-i-Npor, surrendered in evidence -of
submission by the Maharajah of Lahore, to the Crown of
England. : . |
Lord Dalhousie annexed Oudh on the ground that the
Fast India Company had bound themselves to defend the
sovereigns of Oudh against foreign and domestic eneries
on condition that the State should be governed in such
4 manner as to render the lives.and property of its popu-
lation safe ; and that while the Company performed their
part of the contract, the King of Oudh so governed. his
dominions as to make his rule a curse to his own people,
and to all neighbouring territories. Other excuses or
Justifications there wére of course in the case of each
other annexatign; and we shall yet hear some more of
what came of the annexation of Sattara and Jhansi. - If,
however, each of these acts of policy were not only justifi-
able but actually-inevitable, none the less must a succession
of such acts produce a profound emotion among the races
in whose midst they were accomplished. T.ord Dalhousie
wanted one quality of a truly great man; he lacked
imagination. He had not that dramatic instinct, that fine
sympathetic insight, by which a statesman is enabled to
understand the feelings of races and men differing wholly
in education, habits, and principles <rom himself, He
appeared to be under the impression that when once z
ruler had established among whatever foreign people a
system of government or of society better. than that which
he found existing there, hz might count on obtaining their
instant appreciation of his work, and their gratefulness for
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it.  The Sovereign of Oudh was undoubtedly a very bad
ruler. His governing system, if it ought to:be dignified
by such a name, was a combination -of anarchy and
robbery, The chiefs of Oudh were reivers and bandits ;
the king was the head reiver and bandit. But human
nature, even 1n the west, is not so constituted as to
render a population always and at onee grateful to any
powerful stranger who uproots their old and bad systems,
and mmposes a better on them by force of arms. “A
tyrant, but our masters then were still at least our counitry-
men,” 1s the fatthful expression of a sentiment which ‘had
embarrassed energetic reformers before the days of Lord
Dalhousie. The populations of India became stricken
with alarm as they saw their native princes thus succes-
sively dethroned. The subversion of thrones, the annexa-
tion of states, seemed to them naturally enough to form
part of that vast scheme for rooting out all the religions
and systems of India, concerning which so many vague
forebodings had darkly warned the land. Many of our
Sepoys came from Oudh and other annexed territories,
and httle reason as they might have had for any personal
attachment to the subverted dynasties, they yet felt that
national resentment which any manner of foreign inter-
vention is almost certain to provoke.

 There were peculiar reasons too why, if. religious and
political distrust did prevail, the moment of Loxd Can-
ning’s accession to the supreme authority in India should
seem 1nviting and favourable for schemes of sedition. -
The Afghan war had told the Sepoy that British troops
are not absolutely invincible in battle. The impression
produced almost everywhere in India by the Crimean war
was a conviction that the strength of England was on the
wane. The stories of our disasters in the Crimea had
gone abroad, adorned with immense exaggerations, among
all the native populations of Hindostan. Any successes
that the Russians had had during the war were in Asia,
and these naturally impressed the Asiatic mind more than
the victories of France and England which were won
farther off.. Intelligent and quick-witted Mahomedans
and Hindoos talked with Englishmen, English officers in
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 India, and heard from them the accounts of the manner
in which our system had broken down in the Crimea,
of the blunders of our Government, and the shortcomings
-of our leaders. They entirely misinterpreted the signifi-
cance of the stories that were so freely told. The English-
men who spoke of our failures talked of them as the
provoking and irexcusable blunders of departments and
individuals; the Asiatics who greedily listened were con-
vinced that they heard the acknowledgment of a national
collapse. The Englishmen were so confident in the
strength and resources of their country, that it did not even
occur to them to think that anybody on earth could have
a doubt on the subjert. It was as if a millionaire were
to complain to' some one .in a foreign country that the
neglect and blunder of a servant had sent his remittances
to some wrong place, and left him for the moment without
money enocugh to pay his hotel bill, and the listener were
to accept this as a genuine announcement of approaching
bankruptcy. The Sepoy saw that the English force in
Northern India was very small; and he really believed
that 1t was small because England had no more men to
send there. He was as ignorant as a child about every-
thing which he had not seen with his own eyes; and he
knew absolutely notliing about the strength, the popula-
tion, and the resources of England. In his mind Russia
was the: great nising and conquering country; England
was sinking into decay; her star waning before the strong
glare of the portentous northern light. ‘

Other impulses too there were to make sedition believe
that its opportunity had come. Lord Canning had hardly
assumed office as Governor-General of India, when the
dispute occurred between the British and Chinese autho-
rities at Canton, and a war was imminent between India
and China. Troops were sent shortly after from England
to China ; and although none were taken from India yet
it was well known among the native populations that
England had an Asiatic war on her hands. Almost at
the same moment war was declared against Persia by
proctamation of the Governor-General at Calcutta, in
consequence of the Shah having marched an army into
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Herat @hd besieged it, in violation of a treaty with Great
Britain made in 1853. A body of troops was sent from
Bombay to the Persian Gulf, and shortly after General
Outram left Bombay with additional troops, as Commander-
n-Chief of the field force in Persia. Therefore, in the
- opening days of 1857, it was known among the native
~populations of India that the East Indiy Company was
at war with Persia and that England had on her hands
a quarrel with China. At this time the number of native
soldiers in the employment of England throughout
Northern India was about one hundred and twenty
thousand, while the European soldiers numbered only
some twenty-two thousand. The native army of the three
Presidencies taken together was nearly three hundred
thousand, while the Europeans were but forty-three
thousand, of whom some five thousand had just been
told off for duty in Persia. It must be owned that, given
the existence of a seditious spirit, it would have been
hardly possible for it to find conditions more seemingly
favourable and tempting. To many a temper of sullen
discontent the appointed and fateful hour must have
seemed to beiat hand.

There can be no doubt that a congpiracy for the sub-
version of the English government in India was afoot
during the early days of 1857, and possibly for long
before. The story of the mysterious chupatties 4s well
known. The chupatties are small cakes of unleavened
bread, “bannocks of salt and dough,” they have been
termed ; and they were found to be distributed with
amazing rapidity and precision of system at one time
throughout the native villages of the north and north-west.
A native messenger brought two of these mysterious cakes
to the watchman or headman of a village, and bade him to
have others prepared like them, and to pass them on to
another place. The téken has been well described as the
fiery cross of India, although it would not appear that
its significance was as direct and precise as that of the
famous Highland war-signal. It is curious how varying and
unsatisfactory is the evidence about the meaning of these
chupatties. According to the positive declaration of some
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witnesses, the sending of such .a token had never been 4
custom, either Mahomedan or Hindoo, in India. Somé
witnesses believed that the chupatties were regarded as
spells to avert some impending calamity. Others said the
native population looked on them as having been semt
round by the Government itself as a sign that in future
all would be compelled to eat the same. food as the
Christians ate. Others again said the intentionm was to
make this known, but to make it known on the part of
the seditious, in order that the people mught be prepared
to resist the plans of the English. But there could be
no doubt that the chupatties conveyed a warning to all
who received them that something strange was about to
happen, and bade them to be prepared for whatever might
befall. One fact alone conclusively proves that the signal
given had a special reference to impending events con-
nected with British rule in India. In no ipstance were
they distributed among the populations of still-existing
native States. They were only sent among the villages
over which English rule extended. To the quck suspi-
cious mind of the Asiatic a breath of warning ‘may be
as powerful as the crash of an alarm-bell or the sound
of a trumpet. y be, as some authorities would have

us to beheve, thatnﬁe panic about the greased cartridges
dlSCDHCE‘:I‘tEd,rlHEtE&d of bringing to a cllma,x, the projects
of sedition. -
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CHAPTER XXXIII.

TIIE IIUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF PLASSEY.:

THE news of the outbreak at Mecrut, and the procla-
mation in Delhi, broke upon Calcutta with the shock
of a thunderclap. Yet it was not wholly a shock of
surprise.  IFor some time there had been vague antici-
pations of some impending daneer.  There was alarm
in the air.  There had long been a prophecy known
to India that the hundredth anniversary of the battle
of Plassey would see the end of English rule in
Hindostan ; and now the hundredth annIversary was
near. There is a fine passage in Sir Henry Taylor's
‘Philip van Artevelde,” in which Van Ryk says to
the hero of the drama—
If you mark, my Lord,

Mostly a rumour of such things precedes
The certain tidings;

and Philip musingly answers—

It i3 strange—yet true
That doubtful knowledge travels with a speed
Miraculons, which certain eannot match,
I know not why, when this or that has chanced,
The smoke outruns the flash ; but so it is,

The smoke had apparently outrun the flash in many

Y . A L
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heard the news of what had happened with wild alarm
and horror, but hardly with much surprise.

For one or two days Calcutta was a prey to mere
panic. The alarm was greatly increased by the fact
that the dethroned King of Oudh was established near -
to the city. At Garden Reach, a few miles down the
Hooghly, the dispossessed king was living. There
he lived for many years after, with his host of de-
pendents and hangers-on round him. A picturesque
writer lately described the ¢ grotesque structures’ in
which the old man, with his mania for building,
‘quarters not only his people but his menagerie.
‘ Tower after tower rises high above the lower build-
ings, on the top of each of which, comfortably quar-
tered in a spacious den, abides a huge Bengal tiger,
whose stripes glisten in the sun, in the sight of the
passer-by on the river. Ilec owns vast flocks of
trained pigcons, which fly or alight at the word of
command—wild but not unmusical shouts—of coolics
stationed on the housctops, who appear to direct
their motions by the waving of long bamboos.” The
inhabitants of Calcutta, when the news of the mutiny
came, were convinced that the King of Oudh har-
boured close to their city companions more dangerous
than pigeons, or even than DBengal tigers. They
were surc that the place was the head-quarters of
rcbellion, and were expecting the moment when, from
the residence at Garden Reach, an organised army of
- murderers was to be sent forth to capture and destroy
the ill-fated city, and to make its stregts run with the
hlood of its massacred inhabitants. Lord Cinninc
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tock the prudent course of having the king, with his
prime minister, removed to the Governor-General's
own residence within the precincts of Fort William,
There is no recklessness, no cruelty, like the
cruelty and the recklessness of panie. Perhaps there
is hardly any panic so demoralising 1n its effects as
that which scizes the unwarlike members of a ruling
race sct down in the midst of overwhelming numbers
of the subject populations, at a moment when the
cry goes abroad that the subjected are rising in re-
bellion. Fortunatcly there was at the head of affairs
in India a man with a cool head, a quiet, firm will,
and a courage that never faltered. If ever the crisis
found the man, Lord Canning was the man called for
by that crisis in India. He had all the divining
oenius of the true statesman ; the man who can rise
to the height of some unexpected and new emergency ;
and he had the cool courage of a practised conqueror.
The greatest trial to which a ruler can be subjected
is to be called upon at a moment’s notice to deal with
cvents and conditions for which there is no precedent.
The sccond-class statesman, the official statesman, if
we may use such an expression, collapses under such
a trial. The man of genius finds it his opportunity,
and makes his own of it. Lord Canning thus found
his opportunity in the Indian Mutiny. Among all
the distracting counsels and wild stories poured in
upon him from every side, he kept his mind clear.
e never gave way either to anger or to alarm. If
Lic ever showed a little impatience, it was only where
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counsels of wholesale cruelty. He could not, perhaps,
always conceal from frightened people the fact that
be rather despised their terrors. Throughout the
whole of that excited period there were few names,
even among the chiefs of rebellion, on which fiercer
denunciation was showered by Englishmen than the
name of Lord Canning,  Decause he would not listen
to the bloodthirsty clamours of mere frenzy, he was
nicknamed ‘Clemency Canning,’ as if clemency were
an attributc of which a man ought to be ashamed.
Indeed, for some time people wrote and spoke, not
merely in India but in England, as if clemency were
a thing to be reprobated, like treason or crime.
Every allowance must be made for the unparalleled
excitement of such a time, and in especial for the
manncr 1n whtch the elementary passions of manhood
were Inflamed by the stories, happily not true, of the
wholesale dishonour and barbarous mutilation of
women. But when the fullest allowance has been
made for all this, it must be sald by any one looking
back on that painful time, that some of the public in-
structors of England betrayed a fury and ferocity
which no conditions can cxcuse on the part of civi-
hised and Christian men who have time to reflect be-
fore they write or speak. The advices which some
English journals showered upon the Government, the
army, and all concerncd in repressing the mutiny,

might more fittingly have come from some of the
heroes of the ‘Spanish Fury. Nay, the Spanish

Frurv iteelf was in exnrece words hald tvn 4 +ha
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An English paper, of high and well-earned authority,
distinctly declared that such mercy as Alva showed
the Netherlands was the mercy that English soldiers
must show to the rebellious regions of India. There
svas for a while but little talk of repression. Every
one 1n lingland well knew that the rebellion would
be repressed. It has to be remembered, to the credit
of England’s national courage and resolve, that not
at the worst moment of the crisis did it seem to have
occurred to any Inglishman that there was the
shightest possibility of the rebellion being allowed to
succeed. It is painful to have to remember that the.
talk was not of repression, but of revenge. Public
speakers and writers were shrieking out for the
vengeance which must be inflicted on India when the
rebellion had been put down. Ior a while it seemed
a question of patriotism which would propose the
most savage and sanguinary measurcs of revenge,
We shall see farther on that one distinguished Eng-
lish officer was clamorous to have powers given to
him to impale, to burn alive, and to flay mutinecers
who had taken part in the murder of English women.
Mr. Disraeli, to do him justice, raised his voice in re-
monstrance against the wild passions of the hour,
even when these passions were strongest and most
general. He declared that if such a temper were en-
couraged we ought to take down from our altars the
images of Christ and raise the statue of Moloch there;
and he protested against making Nana Sahib, of
whom we shall heur more, the model for the conduct
of a British officer, Mr. Disraeli did, indeed, at a
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later period, show an inclination to back out of this
“courageous and honourable expression of opinion, but
it stands, at all events, to the credit of his first im-
pulse that he could venture, at such a time, to talk
of morality, mercy, and Christianity.

1f people were so carried away in England, where
the danger was far remote, we can easily imagine
what were the fears and passions roused in India,
where the terror was or might be at the door of every
one. Lord Canning was gravely embarrassed by the
wild urgencies and counsels of distracted Englishmen,
who were furious with him because he even thought
of distinguishing friend from foe where native races
were concerned. He bore himself with perfect calm.
ness ; listened to everything that any one had to say,
where time gave him any chance of doing so, rcad as
far as possible all the myriad communications poured
in upon him, regarded no suggestion as unworthy of
consideration, but made his own resolves and his own
Judgment the final arbiter. He was greatly assisted
and encouraged in his counsels by his brave and
noble wife, who proved herself in every way worthy
to be the helpmate of such a man at such a erisis.
He did not for a moment under-estimate the danger ;
but neither did he exaggerate its importance. He
never allowed it to master him. He looked upon
1t with the quiet resolute eye of one who is deter-
mined to be the conqueror in the struggle. |

Lord Canning saw that the one important thing
was to strike at Delhi, which had proclaimed *itself
the head-quarters of the rebellion, He knew that
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~ English troops were on their way to China for the
" purpose of wreaking the wrongs of English subjects’
there, and he took on his own responsibility the bold
step of intercepting them, and calling them to the
work of helping to put down the mutiny in India.
The dispute with China he thought could well afford
to wwait, but with the mutiny 1t must be now or
never. Indin could not walt for reinforcements
brought all the way from England. In Scott’s ‘ Be-
trothed,” the soldicr of the kmight who owns the
frontior castle encourages him, when the Welsh are
about to attack, by the assurance that the forces of
the constable of Chester will soon come to his aid,
and that with these reinforcements they will send the
Welsh dragon-flag flying from the ficld. The knight
sadly answers that it must fly from the field betore
the reinforcements arrive, ‘or it will fly over all our
dead bodics.” Thus felt Lord Canning when he
thought of the strong arms that England could send
¢0 his assistance. He knew well enough, as well as
the wildest alarmist could know, that the rebel flag
must be forced to fly from some field before that help
came, or it would fly over the dead: bodies of those
who then represented English authority in India.
He had, therefore, no hesitation in stopping the
troops that were on their way to China, and pressing
them into the service of India at such a need. For-
tune, too, was favourable to him In more ways than
one. The Persian war was of short duration. Sir
James Qutram was soon victorious, and the Persians
sued for a peace. The Treaty of Peace was signed at
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Paris in March 1857, and was arranged so quickly
that Outram inflicted a crushing defeat on the Per-
sians after the treaty was signed, but before the news
of its signature had time to reach the seat of war,
Qutram, therefore, and his gallant companions, Colonel
Jacob and Colonel Havelock, were able to lend their
invaluable services to the Governor-General of India.
Most important for Lord Canning’s purposcs was the
manner in which the affuirs of the Punjaub were
managed at this crizsis.  The Punjaub was under the
administration of one of the ablest public servants
India has ever had—Sir John, afterwards lord Law-
rence. John Lawrence had from his youth been in the
Civil Service of the East India Company ; and when
Lord Dalhousie annexed the Punjaub, he made Law-
rence and his soldier-brother—the gallant Sir Henry
Lawrencc—two out of a board of three for the admin-
istration of the affairs of the newly-acquired province.
Afterwards Sir John Lawrence was named the Chicf
Commissioner of the Punjaub, and by the prompti-
tude and energy of himsclf and his subordinates, the
province was completely saved for English rule at
the outbreak of the mutiny. Fortunately, the elec-
tric telegraph extended from Calcutta to Lahore,
the chief city of the Punjaub. On May 11 the news
of the outbreak at Meerut was brought to the autho-
rities at Lahore. As it happencd, Sir John Law-
rence was then away at Rawul Pindee, in the Upper
P unj :,mb but Mr. Robert Montgomery, the Judi-
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it to advantage. Meean Meer is a large military can-
tonment five or six miles from Lahore, and there
were then some four thousand native troops there,
witk only about thirteen hundred Eurcpeans of the
Queer’s and the Company’s service. There was no
time to be lost. If the spirit of mutiny were to
spread, the condition of things in the Punjanb would
be desperate ; but what did the condition of things in
the Punjaub involve ? The possible loss of a pro-
vince? Something far greater than that. It meant
the possibility of 2 momentary collapse of all British
authority in India. For if any one will take the
trouble to cast a glance at a map of India, he will see
that the Punjaub is so placed as to become a basis of
operations for the precise military movements which
every experienced eye then saw to be necessary for
the saving of our Indian Empire. The candle would
have been burning at both ends, so far as regards the
North-West Provinces, if the Punjaub had gone with
Delhi and Lucknow. While the Punjaub held firm
it was like a barrier raised at one side of the rebel-
lious movement, not merely preventing it from going
any farther in that direction, but keeping it pent up
until the moment came when the blow from the other
direction could fall upon it, The first thing to be
done to strike effectively at the rebellion was to make
an attack or Delhi; and the possession of the Pun-
jaub was of inestimable advantage to the authorities
for that purpose. It will be seen, then, that the mo-
ment was critical for those to whose hands the ad-

ae ot uTen rewmant Mo miravitneas had hiean
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entrusted. There was no actual rcason to assume
that the Sepoys in Meean Meer intended to join the
rebellion. There would be a certain danger of con-
vertine them into rebels if any rash movement were
to be made for the purpose of guarding agamnst
treachery on their part. Lither way was a serious
responsibility, a momentous risk. The authorities
soon made up their minds. Any risk would be
botter than that of leaving it in the power of the
native troops to join the rebellion. A hall and
supper were to be given at Lahore that night. To
avoid creating any alarm it was arranged that the
cntertainments should take place. During the danc-
ing and feasting Mr. Montgomery held a council of
the leading officials of Lahore, civil and military, and
it was resolved at once to disarm the native troops.
A parade was ordered for daybreak at Meean Mecer;
and on the parade-ground an order was given for a
military movement which brought the heads of four
columns of the native troops in front of twelve guns
charged with grape, the artillerymen with their port-
fires lichted, and the soldiers of one of the Queen’s
reciments standing behind with loaded muskets. A
command was given to the Sepoys to pile arms.
They had immediate death before them if they dis-
obeyed. They stood literally at the cannon’s mouth.
They piled their arms, which were borne away at
once in carts by European soldiers, and all chances
of a rebellious movement were over in that province,
and the Punjaub was saved. Something of the same

- - - . - T » -



78 A HISTORY OF OUR OWN TIMES. cm yxxum

later on ; and the province, thus assured to English
civil and military authority, became a basis for some
of the most important operations by which the
mutiny was crushed, and the sceptre of India re-
stored to the Queen.

Within Iittle more than a fortnight from the occu-
pation of Delhi by the rebels, the British forces under
General Anson, the Commander-in-Chief, were ad-
vancing on that city. The commander did not live to
conduct any of the operations. He died of cholera
almost at the beginning of the march. He had lived
long enough to come in for much sharp censure. The
temper of the time both in Iingland and in India
expected men to work by witcheraft rather than wit,
and Anson was furiously denounced by some of the
principal English journals because he did not recap-
ture Delhi without having even to march an army to
the neighbourhood of the city. He was described as
‘ a holiday soldier who had never seen service either

?

in peace or in war.” His appointment was denounced
as ‘o shameless job,” and a tribute altogether to ¢the
claims of family and personal acquaintance.” We can-
not venture now to criticise the mode of General
Anson’s appointment ; and he had not time to show
whether he was any better than a holiday soldier.
But it would appear that Lord Canning had no poor
opinion of his capacity, and was particularly impressed
by his coolness and command of temper. He died,
Lhowever, at the very outset of his march ; and we
onl7 refer now to the severe attacks which were madé

upon him to illustrate the temper of the nation, and -
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the manner in which it delighted to hear itself ad-
dressed. We are always rebuking other nations for
their impatience and fretfulness under difficulties. It
1s a lesson of mo slight importance for us to be re-
minded that when the hour of strain and pressure
comes we are found to be in most ways very like our
neighbours.

The siege of Delhi proved long and difficult.
Another general died, another had to give up his
command, before the city was recaptured. It was
justly considered by Lord Canning and by all the au-
thoritics as of the utmost importance that Delhi should
be taken before the arrival of great reinforcements
from home. Meanwhile the rebellion was breaking
out at new points almost everywhere in these
northern and mnorth-western regions. On May 30
the mutiny declared itsell’ at Lucknow. Sir Henry
Lawrence was governor of Oudh. He endeavoured
to drive the rebels from the place, but the numbers of
the mutincers were overwhelming. He had under
his command, too, a force partly made up of native
troops, and some of these deserted him in the battle.
He had to retreat and to fortify the Residency at
Lucknow, and remove all the Luropeans, men, women
and children thither, and patiently stand a slege.
Lawrence himself had not long to endure the slege,
On July 2 he had been up with the dawn, and after a
great amount of work he lay on a sofa, not, as it hag
been well said, to rest, but to transact business in g
recumbent position. His nephew and another officer
. were with him. Suddenly a great crash was hgard,
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and the room was filled with smoke and dust. One
of his companions was flung to the ground. A shell
had burst. When there was silence the otflicer who
had been flung down called out, ‘Sir Henry, are you
hurt ?’ At first there was no answer. Then a
weak voice was heard to reply in just the words that
Browning has put into the mouth of the gallant
Frencli lad similarly questioned by the great Napo-
leon. ‘I am killed,” was the answer that came faintly
but firmly from Sir Henry Lawrence’s lips. The
shell had wounded him in the thigh so fearfully as to
leave sureery no chance of doing anything for his re-
lief. On the morning of July 4 he died calmly and
in perfect submission to the will of Providence. He
had made all possible arrangements for his successor,
and for the work to be done. He desired that on his
tomb should be engraven merely the words, ¢ Here
lies Henry Lawrence, who tried to do his duty.” The
epitaph was a simple, truthful summing up of a
simple, truthful career. The man, however, was
greater than the carcer. Lawrence had not opportu-
nity to show in actual result the greatness of spirit
that was in him. The immense influence he exer-
cised over all who came within his reach bears testi-
mony to his strength and nobleness of character better
than any of the mere svecesses which his biographer

can record. He was full of sympathy. His soul was
alive to the noblest and purest aspirations. ‘It is
the due admixture of romance and reality,” he was
himself accustomed to say, ¢ that best carries a man
throuch life’ No professional teacher or philosopher
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ever spoke a truer sentence. As one of his' many
admirers says of him-—° what he said and wrote, he
did, or rather he was.” Let the bitterest enemy of
England write the history of her rule in India, and
set down as against her every wrong that was done
in her name, from those which Burke denounced to
those which the Madras Commission exposed ; he will
have to say that men, many men, like Henry Law-
rence, lived and died devoted to the cause of that rule,
and the world will take account of the admission,

YOL. III. ¢
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CHAPTER XXXIV,

CAWNTIORE.

During the later days of Sir Henry Lawrence’s life 1t
had another trouble added to it by the appeals which
were made to him from Cawnpore for a help which
he could not give. The story of Cawnpore is by far
the most profound and tragic in its interest of all
the chapters that make up the history of the Indian
Mutiny. The city of Cawnpore stands in the Doab,
a peninsula between the Ganges and the Jumna, and
is built on the south bank of the (ranges, there nearly
a quarter of a mile broad in the dry season, and more
than a mile across when swelled by the rains. By a
treaty made in 1775 the East India Company engaged
to maintain a force in Cawnpore for the defence of
Oudh, and the revenues of an extensive district of
country were appropriated to the maintenance of the
troops qﬁartered there. In 1801, for some of the
various reasons impelling similar transactions in India,
Lord Wellesley closed the mortgage,’ as Mr. Tre-
velyan puts it in his injneresting and really valuable
Jittle book ¢ Cawnpore,” and the territory lapsed into
the possessiou of the Company. From that time it
took, rank as one of our first-class military stations.
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an additional reason for maintaining a strong military
force at Cawnpore. The city commanded the bridge
over which passed the high road to Lucknow, the
capital of our new province. The distance from Cawn-
pore to Lucknow is about fifty miles as the bird thes.
At the time when the mutiny broke out in Meerut
there were some three thousand native soldiers In
Cawnpore, consisting of two regiments of infantry,
one of cavalry, and a company of artillerymen. There
were about three hundred officers and soldiers of
English birth. The European or Eurasian popula-
tion, including women and children, numbered about
one thousand. These consisted of the officials, the
railway people, some merchants and shopkeepers and
their families. The native town had about sixty
thousand inhabitants. The garrison was under the
command of Sir Hugh Wheeler, among the oldest of
an old school of Bengal officers. Sir Hugh Wheeler
was some severty-five years of age at the time when
the cvents occurred which we have now to describe.
The revolt was looked for at Cawnpore from the
moment when the news came of the rising at Meerut;
and it was not long expected before it came. Sir
Hugh Wheeler applied to Sir Henry Lawrence “for
help ; Lawrence of course could not spare a man.
Then Sir Hugh ‘Wheeler' remembered that he had a
neighbour whom he believed to be friendly, despite of
very recent warnings from Sir Henry Lawrence and
others to the contrary. He called this neighbour to
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gsome three hundred men to lend a helping hand to
the English commander.

The Nana Sahib resided at Bithoor, a small town
twelve miles up the river from Cawnpore. He repre-
sented a grievance. Bajee Rao, Peishwa of Poonah,
was the last prince of one of the great Mahratta
dynasties. The East India Company believed him
guilty of treachery against them, of bad government
of his dominions, and so forth; and they found a
reason for dethroning him. Ie was assigned, how-
ever, a residence in Bithoor and a large pension. He
had no children, and he adopted as his heir Seereek
Dhoondoo Punth, the man who will be known to all
time by the infamous name of Nana Sahib. It seems
almost superfluous to say, that according to Hindoo
belief it is needful for a man’s eternal welfare that
he leave a son behind him to perform duly his fu-
neral rites; and that the adoption of a son is recog-
nised as in every sense conferring on the adopted all
the rights that a child of the blood could have. Bajee
died in 1851, and Nana Sahib claimed to succeed to
all his possessions. Lord Dalhousie had shown in
many instances a strangely unwise disregard of the
principle of adoption. The claim of the Nana to the
pension was disallowed. Nana Sahib sent a confiden-
tial agent to London to push his claim there. This
man was a clever and handsome young Mahomedan
who had at one time been a servant in an Anglo-
Indian family, and had picked up a knowledge of
¥rench and Inglish. His name was Azimoolah
Khan. This emissary visited London m 1854, and
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became a lion of the fashionable season. As Hajji
Baba, the barber’s son, in the once popular story, was
taken for a prince in London and treated accordingly,
so the promoted footman, Azimoolah Khan, was wel-
comed as a man of princely rank in our West-End
soclety. He did not succeed in winning over the
Government to take any notice of the claims of his
master, but being very handsome and of sleek and
alluring manners, he became a favourite in the draw-
ing-rooms of the metropolis, and was under the im-
pression that an unlimited number of Englishwomen
of rank were dying with love for him. On his way
home he visited Constantinople and the Crimea. It
was then a dark hour for the fortunes of England in
the Crimea, and Azimoolahg Khan swallowed with
glad and greedy ear all the alarmist rumours that
were afloat in Stamboul about the decay of England’s
strength and the impending domination of Russian
power over Europe and Asia. In the Crimea itself
Azimoolah had some opportunity of seeing how the
campaign was going, and it is not surprising that.
with his prepossessions and his hopes, he interpreted
cverything he saw as a threatened disaster for the
arms of Kngland. Mr. Russell, the Correspondent of
the Zimes, made the acquaintance of Azimoolah Khan
in Constantinople and afterwards met him in the
Crimea, and has borne testimony to the fact, that
along with the young Mahomedan’s boasts of his con-
quests of Englishwomen were mingled a good many
grave and sinister predictions as to the prospects of
England’s empire. The Western visit of this man
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was not an event without important consequences.
He doubtless reported to his master that the strength
of England was on the wane; and while stimulating -
his hatred and revenge, stimulated also his confidence
in the chances of an effort to gratify both. Azimoolah
Khan did afterwards, as it will be seen, make some
orim and genuine havoe among English ladies. The
most bloodthirsty massacre of the whole Mutiny 1a
with good reason ascribed to his instigation. With
Azimoolah Khan's mission and its results ended the
hopes of Nana Sahib for the success of his claims, and
began, we may presume, his resolve to be revenged.
Nana Sahib, although his claim on the English
Government was not allowed, was still rich. He had
the large private property of the man who had
adopted him, and he had the residence at Bithoor.
He kept up a sort of princely state. He never visited
Cawnpore ; the reason being, it is believed, that he
would not have been received there with princely
honours. DBut he was especially lavish of his atten-
tions to English visitors, and his invitations went far
and wide among the military and civil servants of the
Crown and the Company. He cultivated the society
of English men and women ; he showered his civilities
upon them. He did not speak or even understand
English, but he took a great interest in English his-
tory, customs, and literature. He was luxurious in
the most thoroughly Oriental fashion ; and Oriental
luxury implies a great deal more than any experience -
of Western luxury would suggest. At the time with
which we are now dealing he was only about thirty-
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six years of age, but he was prematurely heavy and
fat, and scemed to be as incapable of active exertion
os of unkindly feeling. There can be little doubt -
that all this time he was a dissembler of more than
common Eastern dissimulation. It appears almost
certain that while he was lavishing his courtesies and
kindnesses upon Englishmen without discrimination,
his heart was burning with a hatred to the whole
British race. A scnse of his wrongs had eaten him
up. It is a painful thing to say, but it is necessary
to the truth of this history, that his wrongs werc
ocnuine. He had been treated with injustice. Ac-
cording to all the recognised usages of his race and
his religion, he had a claim indefeasible in justice to
the succession which had been unfairly and unwisely
denied to him.

It was to Nana Sahib, then, that poor old Sir
Hueh Wheeler in the hour of his distress applied for
assistance. Most gladly, we can well believe, did the
Nana come. He established himself in Cawnpore with
his guns and his soldiers. Sir Hugh Wheeler had
taken refuge, when the mutiny broke out, in an old
military hospital with mud walls, scarcely four feet
high, hastily thrown up around it, and a few guns of
various calibre placed in position on the so-called
entrenchments.  Everything seemed to have been
against our people in this hour of terror. Sir Hugh
Wheeler might have chosen a far better refuge in the
magazine, in a different quarter of Cawnpore ; but it
appeared destined that the mutineers should have
this chance, too, as tb:y had every other. The Eng-
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lish commander selected his place in the worst posi-
tion, and hardly capable of defence. Within his
almost shadowy and certainly crumbling entrerich-
ments were gathered about a thousand persons, of
whom 465 were men of every age and profession.
The married women and grown daughters were
about 280 ; the children about the same number. Of
the men there were probably 400 who could fight.

It can never be made quite clear whether Nana
Sahib had in the beginning any idea of affecting to
help the Englishmen. If any ohject of his could have
been served by his assuming such a part for any
given length of time, or until any particular moment
arrived, he assuredly would not have been wanting
in patient dissimulation. But almost as soon as his
presence beecame known in Cawnpore he was sur-
rounded by the mutineers, who insisted that he must
make common cause with them and become one of
their leaders. Ile put himself at their disposal. At
first their idea was that he should lead them on to
Delhi, the recognised centre of the revolt. But he
was urged by some of his advisers, and especially by
Azimoolalh IXhan, not to allow all his personal pre.
tensions to be lost in the cause of Delhi, and his indi-
vidual influence to be absorbed into the court of the
Grand Mogul. He was advised to make himself a
great man in the first instance by conquering the
country all round Cawnpore ; and overcome by these
persuasions and by the promptings of personal ambi-
tion, he prevailed upon the mutineers not to leave the
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thence.” The Nana therefore became the recognised
chief of the Cawnpore movement. Let us do justice,
even to Nana Sahib. It will be hard to say a word
for him after this. Let us now observe that he gave
notice to Sir Hugh Wheeler that if the entrenchments
were not surrendered they would be instantly attacked.
They were attacked. A general assault was made
upon the miserable mud walls on June 12, but the
resistance was heroic and the assault failed. It was
after that assault that the garrison succeeded in send-
ing a message to Sir Henry Lawrence, at Lucknow,
craving for the aid which it was absolutely impossible
for him to give.

From that time the fire of the mutineer army on the
English entrenchments never ceased. Cawnpore was
alive with all the rufianism of the region. It became
an Alsatia for the scoundrels and jail-birds of the
country round, and of the province of Oudh. All
these scoundrels took their turn at the pleasant and
comparatively safe amusement of keeping up the fire
on the English people behind the mud walls. When-
ever a regular attack was made the assailants invari-
ably came to grief. The little garrison, thinning in
numbers every day and almost every hour, held out
with splendid obstinacy, and always sent those who
assailed 1t scampering back—except of course for such
assailants as perforce kept their ground by the persua-
sion of the English bullets. The little population of
women and children behind the entrenchments had

no roof to shelter them from the fierce Indian sun.
MThov oenwwored 1indar thae aoanter ochadarw ~f 4ha 17681
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walls often at the imminent peril of the unceasing
Sepoy bullets. The only water for their drinking
was to be had from a single well, at which the guns
of the assailants were unceasingly levelled. To go to-
the well and draw water became the task of self-
sacrificing heroes, who might with better chances of
safety have led a forlorn hope. The water which the
fainting women and children drank might have
seemed to be reddened by blood ; for only at the price
of blood was it ever obtained. It may seem a trivial
detail, but it will count for muchin a history of the
sufferings of delicately-nurtured English women, that
from the beginning of the siege of the Cawnpore en-
trenchments to its tragic end, there was not, as M.
Trevelyan puts it, ‘one spongeful of water’ to be had
for the purposes of personal cleanliness. The innates
of that ghastly garrison were dying like flies. One
does not know which to call the greater ; the suffer-
ing of the women or the bravery of the men.

The Nana was joined by a large body of the Oudh
soldiers, believed to be among the best fighting men
that India could produce. These made a grand
assault on the cntrenchments, and these, too, were
driven back by the indomitable garrison, who were
hourly diminishing in numbers, in food, in ammuni-
tion, in everything but courage and determination to
fioht. The repulse of the Oudh men made a deep
impression on the mutineers. A conviction began to
spread abroad that it was of no use attempting to
conquer these terrible British sahibs ; that as long as
one of them was alive he would be as formidable as a
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wild beast in his lair. The Sepoys became unwilling
to come too near to the low crumbling walls of the
entrenchment. Those walls might have been leaped
over as easily as that of Romulus ; but of what availl
to know that, when from behind them always came
the fatal fire of the Englishmen ? It was no longer
easy to get the mutincers to attempt anything Like an
assault. They argued that when the Oudh men
could do nothing it was hardly of any use for others
to try. The English themselves began to show a
perplexing kind of aggressive enterprise, and took to
making little sallies in small numbers indeed, but
with astonishing effect, on any bodies of Sepoys who
happencd to be anywhere near. Utterly, overwhelm-
ingly, preposterously outnumbered as the Englishmen
were, there were moments when it began to seem
almost possible that they might actually keep back
their assailants until some English army could come
to their assistance and take a terrible vengeance upon
Cawnpore. Mcanwhile the influence of the Nana be-
oan sensibly to wane. They who accept the responsi-
bility of undertakings like his soon come to know
that they hold their place only on condition of imme-
diate success. Only great organisations, with roots
of system firmly fixcd, can afford to wait and to look
over disappointment. Nana Sahib began to find that
Le could not take by assault thosc wretched entrench-
ments ; and he could not wait to starve the garrison
out. He therefore resolved to treat with the English.
The terms, it is believed, were arranged by the advice
and assistance of Tantia Topee, his lieutenant. and
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Azimoolah Khan, the favaurite of English drawing-
rooms. An offer was sent to the entrenchments, the
terms of which are worthy of notice. ¢ All those,” it
sald, ‘who are in no way connected with the acts of
Lord Dalhousie, and who are willing to lay down
their arms, shall receive a safe passage to Allahabad.’

The terms had to be accepted. There was no-
thing else to be done. The English people were
promised, during the course of the negotiations, suf-
ficient supplies of food and boats to carry them to
Allahabad, which was now once more in the posses-
sion of England.  The relief was unspeakable for the
survivors of that weary defence. The women, the
children, the wounded, the sick, the dying, welcomed
any terms of rclease. Not the faintest suspicion
crossed any mind of the treachery that was awalting
them. How, indecd, could there be any such suspi-
cion 7 Not for years and years had even Oriental
warfare given example of such practice as that which
Nana Sahib and the graceful and civilised Azimoolah
Ithan had now in preparation.,

The time for the evacuation of the garrison came.
The boats were in readiness on the Ganges. The
long procession of men, women, and children passed
slowly down ; very slowly in some instances, because
of the number of sick and wounded by which its pro-
gress was encumbered. Some of the chief among the
Nana's counsellors took their stand in a little temple
on the margin of the river, to superintend the em-
barkation and the work that was to follow it. Nana
Sahib himself was not there. It is understood that
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he purposely kept away ; he preferred to hear of the
deed when it was done. His faithful lieutenant,
Tantia Topee, had given orders, it seems, that when
a trumpet sounded, some work, for which he had
arranged, should begin. The wounded and the
women were got into the boats in the first 1nstance.
The officers and men were scrambling in afterwards.
~ Suddenly the blast of a trumpet was heard. The
boats were of the kind common on the rivers of
India, covered with roofs of straw, and looking, as
come accounts describe them, not unlike floating hay-
stacks. The moment the bugle sounded, the straw
of the hoat-roofs blazed up, and the native rowers
began to make precipitately for the shore. They had
set fire to the thatch, and were now escaping from
the flames they had purposely lighted up. At the
<ame moment there came from both shores of the
iver thick showers of grapeshot and musketry. The
banks of the Ganges seemed in an instant alive with
shot, a very rain of bullets poured in upon the de-
voted inmates of the boats. To add to the horrors
of the moment, if, indeed, it needed any addition,
nearly all the boats stuck fast in mudbanks, and the
occupants became fixed targsts for the fire of their
enemies. Only three of the boats floated. Two of
these drifted to the Oudh shore, and those on board
them were killed at once. The third floated farther
along with the stream, reserved for further adventures
and horrors. The firing ccased when Tantia Topee
and his confederates thought that enough had been
Ta » and the women and children who were still
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.live were brought ashore and carried in forlorn pro-
cession back acain through the town where they had
suffered so much, and which they had hoped that
they were leaving for ever. They were about 125 1n
number, women and children. Some of them were
wounded. There were a few well-disposed natives
who saw them and were sorry for them; who had
perhaps scrved them, and experienced their kindness
in other days, and who now had some grateful
memory of it, which they dared not express by any
open profession of sympathy. Certain of these after-
wards described the English ladies as they saw them
pass., They were bedraggled and dishevelled, these
poor English women ; their clothes were 1In tatters ;
<ome of them were wounded, and the blood was trick-
ling from their leet and legs. They were carried to
a place called the Savada House, 2 large bulding,
once a charitable institution bearing the name of
Qalvador, which had been softened into Savada by
Asiatic pronunciation.

On board the one boat which had floated with the
otream were more than a hundred persons. The boat
was attacked by a constant firc from both banks as it
drifted along. At length a party of some twelve
men, or thereabouts, landed with the bold object of
attacking their assailants and driving them back. In
their absence the boat was captured by some of the
rebel gangs, and the women and thc wounded were
brought back to Cawnpore. Some sixty men,
twenty-five women, and four children, were thus re-
contured.  The men were immediately shot. It may
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be said at once, that of the gallant little party who
went ashore to attack the enemy, hand to hand, four
finally escaped, after adventures so perilous and so
extraordinary that a professional story-teller would
hardly venture to make them part of a fictitious
narrative.

The Nana had now a considerable number of Eng-
lishwomen in his hands. They were removed, after
a while, from their first prison-house to a small
building north of the canal, and between the native
city and the Ganges. Here they were cooped up in
the closest manner, except when some of them were
taken out In the evening and set to the work of
grinding corn for the use of their captors. Cholera
and dysentery set in among these unhappy sufferers,
and some eighteen women and seven children died.
Let it be said for the credit of womanhood, that the
royal widows, the relicts of the Nana's father by
adoption, made many efforts to protect the captive
Englishwomen, and even declared that they would
throw themselves and their children from the palace

windows if any harm were done to the prisoners. We
have only to repeat here, that as a matter of fact no
indignities, other than that of the compulsory corn-
grinding, were put upon the Lnglish ladies. They
were doomed, one and all, to suffer death, but they
were not, as at one time was believed in England,
made to long for death as an escape from shame.
Meanwhile the prospects of the Nana and his re-
bellion were growing darker and darker. He must
have begun to know by this time that he had
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no chance of establishing himself as a ruler any-
where in India. The English had not been swept
out of the country with a rush. The first flood of
the mutiny had broken on their defences, and already
the tide was falling. The Nana well knew it never
would rise again to the same height in his day. The
English were coming on.  Neill had recaptured Alla-
habad, and cleared the country all round it of any
traces of rebellion. Havelock was now moving for-
ward from Allahabad towards Cawnpore, with six
cannon and about a thousand English soldiers. Yery
small in point of numbers was that force when com-
pared with that which Nana Sahib could even still
rally round him; but no one in India now knew
better than Nana Sahib what extraordinary odds the
English could afford to give with the certainty of
winning. Havelock’s march was a series of victories,
although he was often in such difficulties that the
slightest display of real generalship or even soldier-
ship on the part of his opponents might have stopped
his advance. He had one encounter with the ljen.
tenant of the Nana, who had under his command
nearly four thousand men and twelve guns, and Have.-
lock won a complete victory in about ten minutes.
He defeated in the same off-hand way various other
chiefs of the mutiny. He was almost at the gates of
Cawnpore.

Then it appears to have occurred to the N ana, or
to have been suggested to him, that it would be in.
conventent to have his English captives recaptured
by the enemy, their countrymen. It may be that in
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the utter failure of all his plans and hopes he was
anxious to secure some satisfaction, to satiate his
hatred in some way. It was intimated to the pri-
soners that they were to die. Among them were
three or four men. These were called out and shot.
Then some Sepoys were sent to the house where the
women still were, and ordered to fire volleys through
the windows. This they did, but apparently without
doing mueh harm. Some persons are of opinion,
from such evidence as can be got, that the men pur-
posely fired high above the level of the floor, to avoid
killing any of the women and children. In the even.
ing five men, two Hindoo peasants, two Mahomedan
butchers, and one Mahomedan wearing the red uniform
of the Nana’s body-guard, were sent up to the house,
and entered it. Incessant shrieks were heard to come
from that fearful house. The Mahomedan soldier
came out to the door holding in his hand a sword.-
hilt from which the blade had been broken off, and he
cexchanged this now useless instrument for g weapon
in proper condition. Not once but twice this per-
tormance took place. Evidently the task imposed on
these men was hard work for the sword-blades. After
a while the five men came out of the now quiet house
and locked the doors behind them. Daring that time
they had killed nearly all the English women and
children, They had slaughtered them like beasts in
the shambles. In the morning it appeared indeed
that the work, however zealously undertaken, had not
been quite thorough. The strongest arms and sharp-
est sabres sometimes fail to accomplish a Jome v .
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of work to -perfect satisfaction. In the morning it
would seem that some of the women, and certainly
some of the children, were still alive; that is to say,
were not dead. Yor the five men came then with
several attendants to clear out the house of the cap-
tives. Their task was to tumble all the bodies into a
dry well beyond some trees that grew near. A large
crowd of idlers assembled to watch this operation.
Then it was seen by some of the spectators that cer-
tain of the wonien and children were not yet quite
dead.  Of the children some were alive, and even
tried to get away. But the same well awaited them
all.  Some witnesses were of opinion that the Nana's
officials took the trouble to kill the still hving beiore
they tossed them down into the well ; others do nog
think they stopped for any such work of humamty,
but flung them down just as they came to hand, the
quick and the dead together. At all events, they
were all deposited in the well. Any of the bodies
that bad clothes worth taking, were carefully stripped
before being consigned to this open grave. When
Cawnpore was afterwards taken by the English those
who had to look down into that well saw a sight the
like of which no man in modern days had ever seen
clsewhere. No attempt shall be made to describe 1t
here. When the house of the massacre itself was
entered, its floors and its walls told with terrible plain-
ness of the scene they had witnessed. The plaster of
ihe walls was scored and seamed with sword-slashes
low down and in the corners, as if the poor women had
crouched down in their mortal fright with some wild
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hope of escaping the blows. The floor was strewn
with seraps of dresses, women's faded ragged finery,
frll]mrr underclothing, broken combs, shoes, and
tresses of hair.  There were some small and neatly
severed curls of hair too which had fallen on the
ground, but evidently had never been cut off by the
rude weapon of a professional butcher. These doubt-
less were keepsakes that had been treasured to the
last, parted with only when life and all were golng,
There was no inscription whatever on the walls when
the house was first entered.  Afterwards a story was
told of words found written there by some English-
women telling of hideous wrong done to them, and
bequeathing to their countrymen the task of revenge.
This story created a terrible sensation in England, as
was but natural, and aroused a furious thirst for ven-
geance. It was not true. Some such inscription did
appear on the walls afterwards, but it is painful to.
have to say that it was a vulgar, and what would
have been called in later times, a ‘sensational’ for-
gery. Qur countrywomen died without leaving be-
hind them any rccord of a desire on their part for
vengeance. We may be sure they had other thoughts
and other hopes as they dicd. One or two ser aps of
paper were found which recorded deaths and such
like mterruptions of the monotony of imprisonment ;
but nothing more. The well of horrors has been
filled up, and a memorial chapel surrounded by a
garden built upon the spot. It was right to banish®

all trace of that hideous crime, and to replace the
T 2
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house and the well, as Mr, Trevelyan says, by ¢ a fair
garden and a graceful shrine.’

Somethmg, however, has still to be told of the
Nana and his fortunes, He made one last stand
against the victorious English in {front of Cawnpore,
and was completely defeated. e galloped into the
city on a bleeding and exhausted horse; he fled
thence to Dithoor, his residence, He had just time
left, it is said, to order the murder of a separate cap-
tive, a woman who had previously been overlooked
or purposely left behind. Then he took flight in the
direction of the Nepaulese marches ; and he soon dis-
appears from history. Nothing of his fate was ever
known. Many years afterwards England and India
were treated to a momentary sensation by a story of
the capture of Nana Sahib. But the man who was
arrested proved to be an entirely different person ;
and indeed from the moment of his arrest few be-
lieved him to be the long-lost murderer of the English
women. In days more superstitious than our own,
popular faith would have found an easy explanation
of the mystery which surrounded the close of Nana
Sahib’s career. He bad done, it would have been
said, the work of a fiend ; and he had disappeared as
a fiend would do when his task was accomplished.
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CHAPTER XXXV,

RECONQUEST,

THE capture of Delhi was effected on September 20.
The sicge had been long and difficult ; and for some
* time it did not seem to the general in command,
Archdale Wilson, that the small force he had could
with any hope of success attempt to carry the city
by assault. Colonel Baird Smith, who was chief of
the engineer department, urged the attempt strongly
on him; and at length it was made, and made with
success, thoneh not withont many moments when fail-
ure seemed inevitable. Brigadier-General Nicholson
led the storming coluinns, and paid for his bravery
and success the price of a gallant life. He was shot
through the body, and died three days after the Eng-
lish standard had been planted on the roof of the
palace of the Moguls. Nicholson was one of the
bravest and most capable officers whom the war pro-
duced. It is worthy of record as an evidence of the
. temper aroused cven in men from whom better things
might have been expected, that Nicholson strongly
urged the passing of a law to authorise flaying alive,
impalement, or burning of the murderers of the
women and children in Delhi, He contended that

- . - uk ’_
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atrocities is maddening.’ He urged this view agair
and again, and deliberately argued it on grounds
alike of policy and principle. The fact is recorded
here not in mere disparagement of a brave soldier, buf
as an illustration of the manner in which the old ele-
mentary passions of man’s untamed condition can
return upon him in his pride of civilisation and cul-
ture, and make him their slave again,

The taking of Delhi was followed by an act over
which, from that time to the present, a controversy
has been arising at intervals, A young officer, Hod-
son, of ‘ Hodson’s Horse,” was acting as chief of the
Intelligence Department. He had once been in g
civil charge in the Punjaub, and had been dismissed
for arbitrary and high-handed conduct towards an
influential chief of the district. He Lad been striving
hard to distinguish himself, and to regain a path to
success, and as the leader of the little force known as
Hodson’s Horse he had given evidence of remarkable
military capacity. He was especially distinguished
by an extraordinary blending of cool caleulating craft
and reckless daring. He knew exactly when to be
cautious and when to risk everything on what to
other eyes might have seemed a madman's throw. He
now oftered to General Wilson to capture the King
and the Royal Family of Delhi. General Wilson
gave him authority to make the attempt, but stipu-
lated that the life of the king should be spared. By
the help of native spies Hodson discovered that when
Delhi was taken the king and his family had taken
refuge in the tomb of the Emperor Hoomavoon. a
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structure which, with the buildings surrounding and
belonging to it, constituted a sort of suburb in itself.
Hodson went boldly to this place with a few of his
troopers. He found that the Royal Family of Delhi
were surrounded there by a vast crowd of armed
and to all appearance desperate adherents. This was
one of the moments when Hodsor’s indomitable
daring stood him 1n good stead. He called upon
them all to lay down their arms at once; and the
very audacity of the order made them supposc he
had foree at hand capable of compelling obedience.
They threw down their arms, and the king surren-
dered himself to Hodson. Next day Hodson cap-
tured the three royal princes of Delhi. He tried, -
condemned, and executed them himself, and on the
spot. That is to say, he treated them as rebels taken
red-handed, and borrowing a carbine from one of his
troopers, he shot them dead with his own hand.
Their corpses half-naked were exposed for some days
at one of the gates of Delhi. Hodson did the deed
deliberately. Many days before he had a chance of
doing it he wrote to a friend to say that if he got mto
the palace of Delhi, ‘the House of Timour will not be
worth five minutes’ purchase, 1 ween. On the day
ofter the deed he wrote : ¢ In twenty-four hours I dis-
posed of the principal members of the House of
Timour the Tartar. Iammnotcruel; but I confess that
T do rejoice in the opportunity of ridding the earth of
these ruffians.  Sir J. W. Kaye, who comments on
Hodson’s deed with a just and manly severity, says:
e Locteation that the ceneral feel-
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ing in, England was one of profound grief not un-
mingled with detestation, I never heard the act
approved ; I never heard it even defended.” Sir J.
W. Kaye was more fortunate than the writer of this
book, who has frequently heard it defended, justified,
and glorified ; and has a distinct impression that the
more general tendency of public opinion in England
at the time, was to regard Hodson's act as entirely
patriotic and laudable, If in eool blood the deed
could now be defended, it might be necessary to
point out that there was no evidence whatever of the
princes having taken any part in the massacre of
Europeans in Delhi; that even if evidence to that
effect were forthcoming, Hodson did not wait for or
ask for it; and that the share taken by the princes in
an eftort to restore the dynasty of their ancestor,
however 1t might have justified some sternness of
punishment on the part of the English Government,
was not a crime of that order which is held in civi-
lised warfare to put the life of its author at the
‘mercy of anyone who captures him wlen the struggle
is all over, and the reign of law.is safe. One cannot
read the history of this Indian Mutiny without
coming to the conclusion that in the minds of many
Englishmen a temporary prostration of the moral
sense took place, under the influence of which they
came to regard the measure of the enemy’s guilt as
the standard for their right of retaliation, and to hold
that if he had no conscience they were thereby released
from the necessity of having any. As Mr. Disraeli
vt 1t. thev were makine Nana Sahih the model for +tha
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British officer to imitate. Hodson was killed not
long after ; we might well wish to be free to allow
him to rest without censurc in his untimely grave.
He was a brave and clever soldier, but one who un-
fortunately allowed a fierce temper to ‘overcrow,’ as
the Llizabethan writers would have put it, the better
instincts of his nature, and the gunidance of a cool
judgment.

General Havelock made his way to the relief of
Lucknow. Sir James Outram who had returned
from Persia had been sent to Oudh vwith full instruc-
tions to act as Chief Commissioner. Ile had complete
civil and military authority. Appearing on the scene
armed with such powers, he would in the natural
order of things have superseded Havelock, who had
been fighting his way so brilliantly, in the face of a
thousand dangers, to the relief of the beleaguered Eng-
lish in Lucknow. But Outram was not the man to
rob a brave and successful comrade of the fruits of his
toil and peril.  Outram wrote to Havelock— To you
shall be left the glory of relieving Lucknow, for which
you have alrcady strugeled so much. I shall accom-
pany you only in my civil capacity as Commissioner,
placing my military service at your disposal should
you please, and serving under you as a volunteer.’
Havelock was enabled to continue his victorious march.
He fought battle after battle against forces far supe-
rior in numbers to his own, and on September 25 he
was able to relieve the besicged English at Lucknow.
His coming, it can hardly be doubted, saved the
women and children from such a massacre as that of
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Cawnpore ; but Havelock had not the force that
might have driven the rebels out of the field. His
little army, although it had been reinforced by the
coming of Sir James Outram, was yet entirely inade-
quate to the task which circumstances had imposed
on it. The enemy soon recovered from any momen-
tary panic into which they had becn thrown by
Havelock’s coming, and renewed the siege; and if
England had not been prepared to make greater efforts
for the rescuc of her imperilled people, it is but too
probable that the troops whom Havelock brought to
the relief of Lucknow would only have swelled the
number of the victims. DBut in the meantime the
stout. soldicr, Sir Colin Campbell, whom we have
already heard of in the Crimean campaign, had been
appointed Commander-in- Chief of the Indian forces,
ond had arrived in India. He received, 1t was said,
the announcement of the task assigned to him one
ofternoon in London, and before the evening he was
on his way to the scene of his command. He arrived
in Cawnpore on November 9, and he set out for
Lucknow on the 9th. He had, however, to waill
for reinforcements, and it was not until the 14th
~ that he was able to attack. Even then he had under
his command only some 5,000 men, a force miserably
s ferjor in number to that of the enemy ; butin those
days an English officer thought himself in good con-
dition to attack if the foe did not outnumber him by
more than four or five to one. A series of actions
was fought by Sir Colin Campbell and his little force,
attacking the enemy on the one side, who were
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attacked at the same time by the ‘besieged garrison of
the residency. On the morning of November 17
Outram and Havelock, with their staff officers, ywere
able to join Campbell before the general action was
over, and by the combincd efforts of both forces the
enemy was dislodged. Sir Colin Campbell resolved,

however, that the residency must be cvacuated ; and
accordingly on the 19th heavy batteries were opened
against the enemy’s position, as if for the pur-
pose of assault, -nd under cover of this operation the
women, the sick, and the wounded were quietly re-
moved to the Dilkoosha, & small palace in a park
about five miles from the residency, which had been
captured by Sir Colin Campbell on s way to attack
the city. During some days following the garrison
was quietly withdrawing to the Dilkoosha. By mid-
night of the 99nd, the whole garrison, without the
loss of a single man, had loft the residency. 1wo or
three days more saw the troops established at Alum-
bagh, some four miles from the residency, in another
direction from that of the Dilkoosha. Alumbagh 1s
an isolated cluster of buildings, with grounds and en-
closure. to the south of Lucknow. The name of this
place is memorable for ever in the history of the war.
It was there that Havelock closed his glorious career.
He was attacked with dysentery, and his frame, ex-
hausted by the almost superhuman strain which he
had put upon it during his long days and sleepless
nights of battle and victory, could not long resist such
an encmy. On November 94 Havelock died. The
Yt turonet or rather affixed that
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honour to his name on the 27th of the same month,
not knowing then that the soldier’s time for struggle
and for honour was over. The title was transferred
to his son, the present Sir Henry Havelock, who had
fought gallantly under his father’s eyes. The fame of
Havelock’s exploits reached England only a little in
advance of the news of his death. So many brilliant
deeds had scldom in the history of our wars been
crowded into days so few. All the fame of that glo-
rious career was the work of some strenuous splendid
weeks, Havelock’s promotion had been slow. He
had not much for which to thank the favour of his
superiors. No family influence, no powerful patrons
or friends had made his slow progress more casy. He
was more than sixty when the mutiny broke out. He
was born in April, 1795 ; he was educated at the
Charterhouse, London, where his grave, studious
ways procured for him the nickname of ‘old phlos’
—the schoolboy’s ‘short’ for old philosopher.” He
went out to India in 1823, and served in the Burmese
war of 1824, and the Sikh war of 1845. He was a
man of grave and earnest character, a Baptist by reli-
gion, and strongly penetrated with a conviction that
the religious spirit ought to pervade and inform all
the duties of military as well as civil life. By his
earnestness and his example he succeeded in anima-
ting those whom he led with similar feelings ; and
¢ Havelock’s saints’ were well-known through India
by this distinctive appropriate title. ‘Havelock’s
saints’ showed, whenever they had an opportunity,
that they could fight as desperately as the most reck-
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less sinners ; and their commander found the fame
flung in his way, across the path of his duty, which
he never would have swerved one inch from that
path to scek. Amid all the excitement of hope and
fear, passion and panic, in England, there was time
for the whole heart of the nation to feel pride in
Havelock’s career and sorrow for his untimely death.
Untimely ? Was it after all untimely? Since when
has it mot been held the crown of a great career
that the hero dies at the moment of accomplished
victory ?

Sir Colin Campbell left General Qutram in charge
of Alumbagh for the purpose of keeping watch upon
the movements of the insurgents who were still strong
in the city of Lucknow. Sir Colin himself advanced
towards Cawnpore, where he soon found that there
was some serious work to be done. A large hostile
force, composed chiefly of the revolted army of Scin-
diah, the ruler of Gwalior, had been marching upon
Cawnpore ; and General Windham who held the
command there had gone out to attack them. Tt
fared with him, however, very much as it had done
with Sir Ilenry Lawrence near Lucknow ; he found
the enemy far too strong for him ; he was compelled
to retreat, not without severe loss, to his entrench.
ments at Cawnpore, and the enemy occupied the city
itself, Sir Colin Campbell attacked the rebels at one
place ; Sir Hope Grant attacked them at another,
and Cawnpore was retaken. Sir Colin Campbell then
turned his attention to the very important work of
reconquering the entire city of Lucknow and dispers-
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ing the ‘great body of rebels who were concentrated
there. It was not until March 19, 1858, that Luck-
now fell completely into the hands of the English.
Our operations had been almost entirely by artillery,
and had been conducted with eonsummate prudence
as well as boldness, and our loss was therefore very
small, while the enemy suffered most severely. About
2,000 of the rebels were killed in the final attack, and
more than 100 of their guns were taken. Among our
wounded were the gallant leader of the naval brigade,
Sir William Peel, son of the great statecsman ; and
among the killed was ¢ Hodson, of Hodson’s Horse,’
* the exceutioner of the princes of Delhi.  Sir William
Peel died at Cawnpore shortly after, of small-pox,
his death remarked and lamented even amid all the
noble deaths of that eventful time. One name must
not be forgotten among those who endured the siege
of Lucknow. It is that of Dr. Brydon, whom we last
saw as hie appeared under the walls of Jellalabad, the
one survivor come back to tell the tale of the disas-
trous retreat from Cabul. A gifted artist, Mrs.
Butler, has lately painted that picture as no words
could paint it. Dr. Brydon served through the
Lucknow defence, and was specially named in the
despatch of the Governor-General. ¢ After passing
through the Cabul campaign of 184142 the Gover-
nor-General says of Dr. Brydon, ‘he was included
the illustrions garrison who maintained the position
in Jellalabad. He may now, as one of the heroes of
Lucknow, claim to have witnessed and taken part in
an achievement even more conspicuous, as an example.
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of the invincible energy and enduring courage of
British soldiers.’ ;

Practically, the reconquest of Lucknow was the
final blow in the suppression of the great Bengal
mutiny. The two centres of the movement were
Delhi and Lucknow ; and when these strongholds
were once more in the hands of the Linglish, rebellion
in the land had well-nigh lost its sway. There was
hardly, after that time, any rebel cdmp left to which
it would have been worth carrying a flag of truce.
Some cpisodes of the war, however, were still worthy
of notice. For example, the rebels seized Gwalior, the
capital of the Maharajah Scindia, who escaped to Agra.
The English had to attack the rebels, retake Gwalior,
and restore Scindia.  One of those who fought to the
last on the rebels’ side was the Ranee, or Princess of
Jhansi, whose territory, as we have already scen, had
been one of our annexations. She had flung all her
energies nto the rchellion, regarding it clearly as
a rebellion, and not as a mere mutiny. She took.
the field with Nana Sahib and Tantia Topee. For
months after the fall of’ Delhi, she contrived to baffle
Sir Hugh Rose and the English,  She led squadrons,
in the field, She fought with her own hand. She
was engaged against us in the battle for the posses-
sion of Gwalior. In the uniform of a cavalry officer
she led charge after charge, and she was killed among;
those who resisted to the last. Her body was found
npon the field, scarred with wounds enough in the
front to have done credit to any hero. Sir Hugh
Rose paid her the well-deserved tribute which o
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generous conqueror is always glad to be able to ofier.
He said, in his general order, that ‘the best man
apon the side of the enemy was the woman found
dead, the Ranee of Jhansi.’

'The Maharajah Scindia of Gwalior had deserved
well of the English Government. Under every
temptation, every threat, and many profound perils
from the rebellion, he had remained firm to his
friendship.  So, too, had Holkar, the Maharajah of the
Indore territory. DBoth these princes were young
when the mutiny broke out ; some twenty-three years
old, each of them ; at a time of life, therefore, when
~mbition and enterprise might have been expected to
tempt with fallest fascination. Holkar was actually
believed, in the beginning, to have favoured the re-
bellion : he was deliberately accused of having taken
part with it ; there are, even still, those who would
argue that he was 1its accomplice ; so closely were lus
fortuncs, to all appearance, bound up with the cause
of the mutinecrs, and so natural did it seem that he
<hould fail to bold out against them. DBut he disap--
pointed all such cxpectations on the part of our
encmies, and proved himself a faithful friend of Eng-
land. The country owes much to those two princes,
for the part they took at her hour of need ; and she .
has not, we are glad to thiuk, proved herself un-
grateful.

The administration of Patna by Mr. William
Tayler supplied an episode which is still discussed
with something like partizan keenness. Patna is the
A«Lhomedan capital of the region east of Benares, ancd
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the city was the head-quarters of the chiefs of the
fanatical, warlike Wahabis. Mr. Tayler was the Com-
missioner of the district; he suspected that rebellion
was bewng planned there, and he got the supposed
religious leaders of it into his power by a stratagem
something like that which the Duke of Alvq employed
to make Egmont his prisoner. Did the end Justify
the means ? is the question still asked. Was there a
rebellious plot ; and if so, was it right to anticipate
Oriental treachery by a stroke of more than Oriental
craft ? The episode was interesting; but it is too
purely an episode to be discussed at any length in
these pages.

It is not necessary to deseribe, with any minute-
ness of detail, the final spasms of the rebellion.
Tantia Topee, the licutenant of Nang Sahib, held out.
obstinately in the ficld for a long time, and after
several defeats. He was at length completely hemmed
" in by the English, and was deserted by the remainder
of his army. He was taken prisoner in April, 1859,
was tried for his share in the Cawnpore massacre,
and was hanged like any vulgar criminal. The old.
King of Delhi was also put on trial, and being found
guilty, was sentenced to transportation. He wag
sent to the Cape of Good Hope, but the colonjsts
there refused to receive him, and this last of the line
of the Grand Moguls had to go begaing for a prison.
He was finally carried to Rangoon, in British Burmah.
On Decernber 20, 1858, Lord Clyde, who had been
Sir Colin  Campbell, announced to the (rovernor-
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no longer even the vestige of rebellion in the province
of Oudh;’ and that ‘the last remnant of the
mutineers and insurgents have been hopelessly driven
across the mountains which form the barrier between
the kingdom of Nepaul and Her Majes ty’s empire of
Hindostan.” On May 1, 1859, there was 2 public
thanksgiving in England for the pacification of
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CHAPTER XXXVL

TIIE EXD OF ¢ JOHON COMPANY.

WuiLe these things were passing in India, it is need-
less to say that the public opinion of England was
distracted Dy agitation and by opposing counsels.
I'or a long time the condition of Indian affairs had
been regarded in England with something like abso-
lute indifference. India was, to the ordinary Eng-
lishman, a place where men used at one time to make
large fortuncs within a fow years ; and where lately
military and civil officers had to do hard work enough
without much chance of becoming nabobs. In many
circles it was thought of only as the hated countrv
where one’'s dauchter went with her husband, and
from which she had, after a few years, to send back
her children to Iingland, because the climate of India
was fatal to certain years of childhood. It was asso-
ciated, in the minds of some, with tiger-hunting ; in
the minds of others with Bishop Heber and missions
to the heathen. Most persons had a vague know-
ledge that there had been an impeachment of Warren
Hastings for something done by him in India, and
that Burke had made great speeches about it. In his
famous essay on Lord Clive, published only seven-
teen years before the Indian Mutiny, Lord Macaulay
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complained, that while every schoolboy, as - he put 1t
in his favourite way, knew all about the Spanish
conquests in the Americas, about Montezuma, and
Cortes, and Pizarro, very few even of cultivated Eng-
lish gentlemen knew anything whatever about the
history of England’s empire in India. In the House
of Commons s debate on any question connected with
India was as strictly an affair of experts as a discus-
sion on some Jocal cas or water bill. The House in
gencral did not cven affect 10 have any interest in 1t.
The officials who had to do with Indian affairs ; the
men on the Opposition benches, who had held the
<ame offices while their party was in power ; these,
and two or three men who had been 1n India, and
were set down as crotchety because they professed
any concern in its mode of government—such were
the politicians who carried on an Indian debate, and
who had the House all to themselves while the dis-
cussion lasted. The Indian Mutiny startled the
public fecling of England out of this state of un-
healthy languor. I'irst came the passion and panic,
the cry for blood, the wholesale executions, the blow-
ing of rebels from guns; then came a certain de-
gree of reaction, and some eminent Englishmen
were found to express alarm at the very sanguinary
methods of repression and of punishment that were
in favour among most of our fellow-countrymen in
India.

Tt was during this season of reaction that the famous

discussions took place on Lord Canning’s proclama-
e A Mareh 2 1858 Lord Caonning issued his
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memorable proclamation ; memorable, however, rather
for the stir it created in England than for any great
effect it produced in India. It was issued from Allah-
abad, whither the Governor-General had gone to be
nearer to the seat of war. The proclamation was ad-
dressed to the Chiefs of Oudh, and it announced that,
with the exception of the lands then held by six loyal
proprictors of the provinece, the proprietary right in
the whole of the soil of Oudh was transferred to the
British Government, which would dispose of it in
suchh manner as might scem fitting. The disposal,
however, was indicated by the terms of the proclama-
tion., To all chiefs and landholders who should at
once surrender to the Chief Commissioner of Oudh it
was promised that their lives should be spared, ¢ pro-
vided that thelr hands are unstained by English blood
murderously shed ;7 but it was stated, that ¢ as re-
gards any further indulgence which may be extended
to them, and the conditions in which they may here.
after be placed, they must throw themselves upon the
justice and mercy of the British Government.” Read
by the light of literalness, this proclamation wngues-
tionably seemed to amount to an absolute confiscation
of the whole soil of Oudh; for even the favoured
landowners wlio were to retain their properties were
given to understand that they retained them by the
favour of the Crown and as a reward for their loyalty.
This was the view taken of the Governor-General’s
act by one whose opinion was surely entitled to the

highest consideration from every one, Sir James Out-
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wrote at once to Lord Canning, pointing out that
there were not a dozen landholders in Oudh who
had not either themsclves borne arms against us or
assisted the rebels with men or money, and that
therefore the effect of the proclamation would be to
confiscate the entire proprietary right in the province
and to make the chiefs and landlords desperate, and
that the result would be a ¢ guerilla war for the extir-
pation, root and branch, of this class of men, which
will involve the loss of thousands of Europeans by
battle, discase, and exposurc. Lord Canning was
not ready to admit, even in deference to such autho-
rity as that of Sir James Outram, that his policy
would have any such effects. But he consented to
insert in the proclamation a clause announcing that
5 liberal indulgence would be granted to those who
should promptly come forward to aid in the restora-
tion of order, and that ‘ the Governor-General will be
ready to view liberally the claims which they may
thus acquire to a restitution of their former rights.’
In truth, it was never the intention of Lord Can-
ning to put in force any crucl and sweeping policy of
confiscation. The whole tenor of his rule in India,
the very reproaches that had been showered on him,
the very nickname which his enemies had given him-—
that term of reproach that afterwards came to be a
title of honour—might have suggested to the sharpest
critic that it was not likely ¢ Clemency Canning’ was
abhout to initiate a principle of merciless punishment

for an entire class of men. Lord Canning bad come
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start afresh in their dealings with Oudh. He fels
that it would be impossible to deal with the chiefs
and people of the province so lately annexed as it we
were dealing with revolted Sepoys. He put aside
any idea of imprisonment or transportation for mere
rebellion, seeing that only in the conqueror’'s nar-
rowest sense could men be accounted rebels because
they had taken arms against a power which but a
moment before had no claim whatever to their alle-
oiance or their obedience. Nevertheless, Oudh was
now a province of the DBritish Empire in Hindostan,
and Lord Canning had only to consider what was to
be done with it. He came to the conclusion that the
necessary policy for all parties concerned was to make
of the mutiny and the consequent reorganisation, an
opportunity not for a wholesale confiscation of the
land but for a measure which should declare that the
land was held under the power and right of the
English Government. The principle of his policy
swas somewhat like that adopted by Lord Durham
in Canada. It put aside the technical authority of
law for the moment in order that a reign of genuine
law might be inangurated. It seized the power of
o dictator over life and property, that the dictator
might be able to restore peace and, order at the
Jeast cost in loss and suffering to the province and
the population whose affairs it was his task to ad-
minister.

But it may be freely admitted that on the face of
it the proclamation of Lord Canning looked strangely:
despotic.  Some of the most independent and liberal
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Englishmen took this view of it. Men who had
supported Lord Canning through all the hours of
clamour against him, felt compelled to express dis-
approval of what they understood to be his new
policy. It so happened that Lord Ellenborough was
then President of the Board of Control, and Lord
Ellenborough was a man who always acted on im-
pulse, and had a passion for fine phrases. He had a
sincere love of justice, according to his lights ; but he
had a still stronger love for antithesis. Lord Ellen-
borough therefore had no sooner received a copy of
Lord Canning’s proclamation, than he *despatched
upon his own responsibility a rattling condemnation
of the whole procceding. *Other conquerors,” wrote
the fiery and cloquent statesman, ¢ when they have
succeeded 1n overcoming resistance have excepted a
few persons as still deserving of punishment, but have
with a generous policy extended their clemency to
the great body of the people. You have acted upon
a different principle; you have resepved a few as de-
serving of special favour, and you have struck, with
what they fcel as the scverest of punishments, the
mass of the inhabitants of the country. We cannot
but think that the precedents from which you have
departed will appear to have been conceived in a spirit
of wisdom superior to that which appears in the pre-
cedent you have made.” The style of this despatch
was absolutcly indefensible. A French Imperial pre-
fect with a turn for cloguent letter-writing might fitly
thus have admonished the erring maire of a village
community ; but it was absurd language for a man
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like J.ord Lillenborough to address to a statesman like
Lord Canning, who had just succeeded in keeping the

fabric of English government in India together during .

the most terrible trial ever imposed on it by fate.
The question was taken up immediately in both
Houses of Parliament. Lord Shaftesbury in the
House of Lords moved a resolution declaring that the
House regarded with regret and serious appreliension
the sending of such a despatch ‘through the Secret
Committee of the Court of Directors ’—an almost ob-
solete picce of machinery, we may remark—and its
publication 5 and that such a course must prejudice
our rule in India by weakening the authority of the
Governor-General and encouraging the resistance of
rebels still in arms. A similar motion was introduced
by Mr. Cardwell in the [ouse of Commons. In both
Houses the arraignment of the Ministry proved a
failure. Lord Ellenborough at once took upon himself
the whole responsibility of an act which was undoubt-
edly all his own; and he resigned his office.  The
resolution was therefore defcated in the House of
Lords on a division, and had to be withdrawn in a
rather 1ignominious manner in the House of Commons.
Four nights of vehement debate were spent in the
latter House. Opinion was strangely divided. Men
like Mr. Bright and Sir James Graham condemned
the proclamation and defended the action of the Go-
vernment. The position of Mr. Cardwell and his
supporters became particularly awkward, for they
seemed after the resignation of Lord Ellenborough to
be only trying to find partizan advantage in a further

r
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pressure upon the Government. The news that Sir
James Outram had disapproved of the proclamation
came while the debate was still going on, and added
new strength to the cause of the Government. It
came out in the course of the discussion that Lord
Canning had addressed a private letter to Mr. Ver-
non Smith, afterwards Lord Lyveden, Lord Ellen-
borough’'s predecessor as President of the Board of
Control, informing him that the proclamation about
to be 1ssued would require some further explanation
which the pressure of work did not allow its author
just then to give. Lord Canning wrote this under
the belief that Mr. Vernon Smith was still at the head
of the Board of Control. Mr. Vernon Smith did not
tell Lord kllenborough anything about this letter;
and it was of course very strongly urged that, had
Lord Ellenborough known of such a document being
in existence, he would have held his hand and waited
for the further explanation. Mr. Vernon Smith, it
was explained, was in Ireland when the letter arrived,
and did not get 1t in time to prevent the action of
Lord Ellenborough ; and Lord Granville stated, that
he had himself had a letter to a similar effect from
Lord Canning of which he told Lord Ellenborough,
but that that impetuous nobleman did not show the
least intercst in 1f, and did not even hear it out to the
end. Still there was an obvious difference between a
letter to a friend and what might be considered an
official communication to Lord Ellenborough’s pre-

decessor in the very office on behalf of which he issued
his censtire = and at all events the 1Thoevnertoad ravela
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tion tended greatly to strengthen the position of the
Government. The attack made by Mr. Cardwell
broke down or crumbled away. Mr. Disraell de-
scribed the process of its disappearance in a speech
which he delivered a few days after at Slough, and
the description is one of his happiest pieces of au-
dacious cloquence. ‘It was like a convulsion of
nature rather than any ordinary transaction of human
life. I can only liken it to onc of those earthquakes
which take place in Calabria or Peru. There was a
rumbling murmur, a groan, a shriek, a sound of dis-
tant thunder. No one knew whether it came from
the top or the bottom of the house. There was a
rent, a fissure in the ground, and then a village dis-
appeared ; then a tall tower toppled down ; and the
whole of the opposition benches became one great dis-
solving view of anarchy.” Assuredly Mr. Disraeli
was entitled to crow over his baflled antagonists.
‘Do you triumph, Roman, do you trinmph?’ 1t must
have been a mecker Roman than Mr. Disraeli, who
would not have triumphed over so complete and unex-
pected a humiliation of his enemies. The debate In the
House of Commons was memorable in other ways, as
well as for its direct political consequences. 1t first
oave occasion for Mr., Cairns, as he then was, to dis-
play the extraordinary capacity as a debater which
he possessed, and which he afterwards made of such
solid and brilliant service to his party. It was also
the occasion of the Count de Montalembert’s cele-
brated pamphlet ¢ Un debat sur UInde auw Parlement
Analars.’ for which. and its thrilline contrast between
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the political freedom of England and the imperial ser-
vitude of France, he had the honour of being prosc-
cuted by the I'rench Government, and defended by
M. Berryer.

Lord Canning continued his policy, the policy
‘which he had marked out for himself, with signal
success. The actual proclamation had little or no
effect, as punishment, on the landholders of Oudh,
it was never intended by Lord Canning that it should
have any such. In fact, within a few weeks after
the capture of Lucknow, almost all the large land-
owners had tendered their allegiance. Lord Canning
impressed upon his officers the duty of making their
rule as considerate and conciliatory as possible. The
new system established in Oudh was based upon the
principle of recognising the Talookdars as responsible
landholders, while so limiting their power by the
authority of the Government as to get rid of old
abuses, and protect the occupiers and cultivators of
the soil. The rebellion had abundantly proved that
the village communities were tno feeble and broken
to hold the position which had been given with
success to similar communities in the Punjaub. It
should be remembered in considering Lord Canning’s
policy that a proprietary right, by whatever name it
may be distinguished or disguised, has always been
claimed by the Government of India. It is only
parted with under leases or settlements that are
liable to be revised and altered. The settlements
which Lord Canning effected in India easily survived
the attacks made unon their author Thev wonld
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have been short-lived, indeed, if they had not long
survived himself as well. Canning, like Durham,
only lived long enough to hear the general acknow-
ledgment that he had done well for the country he
was sent to govern, and for the country in whose
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