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Falco Peregrillus. F. wpra plttmheus fusco f1 . .fiatul, 8/J.tlt 

alhollamcens striis macuNsque fuscil. -
Lead-coloured Falcon, with brown ball; Qeneath · yellowish 
. white, with brown streaks'and ·pots. 
Falco peregrinus. F. cera pedibusque [uteil, corp~'" 1!igricante 

trarll;'IIu,im striata, supra ctEru/escente, subtus alhida, "ectrici
blls faleiatis apicwUl albidi8. Lath. i'ld. am. Peregrine 
Falcon Lath. syn. 

Falco barbarus. F. cera pedibusque lutds, corpore ctEr escl!nt~ 

jit6caque maculata, pectqre ,mmac~lato, cauda fasciota. lin. 
Syst. Nat. . kth. inti: am. . ' 

Peregrine Falcon. Pelln. Br. Zool. pl. 20. and Blue-Backed 
Falcon. edit.fql. pl. A 5. ' . 

THE P regrine . Falcon, originally so named, 
.ither frolD its supposed extra-European origin, or 

from its miIYrator nature, is fo nd in varioug part. 
both of the European and Asiatic world. Its size 
il:l tnat of tl1e Com 0 Falcon, or rather, ace rd
ing to Mr. Pennant, of the Moor Buzzard. In 
its full growt~ and plumage it is a very elegant bird, 
and of a strong and bold habit. The genera) 
colour on the upper parts is a de p blueish lead.,. 
colour, barred with black, but the crown of the 
head and upper part of the neck nearly black: the 
greater wing-fefl.t!1ers dusky, barred with oval white 
spots, anti the tail of similar colollr with the back: 
on each cheek, bene th the eyes, is usually a patch 
of black, pointing downwards: the under parts~ 
from the chin to the bottom of the breast, are 
yellowish white, with a blackish.brown streak dow~ 

t 
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(the shaft of each~ feather, and the rcmaind r, to-

ethel' with the 'high-feathers, white, '1 <Tantly 
rred w!th blackish broWn: th bill i. ])}u J with 

yeilow How, and h 
to , long. 

The Pere<Trine Falcon Il.ppear to be a g nera! 
illbabita,nt·of Europe and A ia. In our own i 'Iand 
. t i aid to br d on the rocks of Llandidno in 
Cae,rnaroo1lsltire; 3n tb' t promontory, a cording 
tp Mr. Pennant, ha lowr b n elc rat d ~ r pro
ducing a generous kind, as app u,l' from a ] tt r 

tant in th Gloddaetlt librnry. from the Lor 
Treasurer Burleigh to an , anc stor of Sir Rog r 
Mostyn, in whicb hi Lordship thanks him lor a 
pres nt of a ' fine cast of Hawks ta.ken on tho e 
rock , which b long to the f, mily. Thi sp 'j 

is . also common in the north of Scotland. It ap
}iears however to have been fi'CqUClltiy onfound d 
w'ith tht:\ common Falcon by the older wdtc'r ,pnd 
very little d 'P ndance can b pt:k d 11 'the general 
descriptions given in such works; mol' e peniaHy 
£ s both this bird and tIl common Falcon arc 
known to vary so much in their colours according 
to age, sex, and other circumstances. 

Val'. 

P.Y FALCON. 

The Barbary Falcon, described by som a, distinct 
from the Peregrine, appeal's, ii'om very iovestig.1-
tion that can be made on the. ubject, to be the If-

v. VII, 9 
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same spc~i€s with the prereding;' and indeed it is t 
difficult to consider it as even decerving the title of 
a striking va1'iety: the only pretended differellc)~ 
consisting in the cast of colour, whichincf"rtes mq,re 
or less to blue on the upper parts. . ... 

Var.'! 

LANNER. 

This is a kind of Falcon described by Belon a 
common at that timerin France, though, accmding 
to Buffon,' it is now become extinct, or at least 
unknown. It was said to build on tall forest-trees, 
and on elevated rocks, ana to be easily distinguished 
by its biu bill and feet, by tl1:e feathers on the 
front being mottled with black and white, the spots
being transv l'se, and not longitudinal as ill oth l ' 

Falcons; an that when the wings were spread, 
th~i appeared different on their under surface 
from tho:se of other Falcons, exhibiting scattered 
round spots, like pieces of coin. (deniers) The 
neck and bill were aid to be short .and thick, and 
the male and female to resemble each other in 
pluma.ge, the female being callet,l Lanner, and the 
male Lanneret. 

The Palco Lanarius of Linnreu is characterized 
in the Systema Naturte oy having the bill blue with 
a yellow cere, the legs blue, and the body marked 
beneath with longitudinal black spots. He add 
that it has a white band along the front, over the 
eyes; that the legs are ihort, al1d t1)at it is of a 
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migratory nature. In th Fauna aecica he ue-
cribc it with £ ruginous back antI wing" th 

fi.cad, and wiJole body beneath, in reou '-whit " 
with blac longitudinal P0t ' : tail long and mark
ed with opposite white pot; 1 feather e
yond their middles; feet and bill blue; and ob en' s 
ihat it is a species very di::.tinct from the Italiun 
Lanner. 

Mr. Pennant, in the British Zoolocry, d sCl'ib 
and figures a bird commllnicat d to him by th 
name of Lanner, nnd taken in a decoy in Lincoln-

. hire. It wa less than a B zz< td, th c rc of a 
pale greenish blue: the legs short and strong, and 
of a blueish ea t: the plumag on the upp r pc rt 
deep-brown, the edge of the feath r pnl >1', tho 
on the head being brown and clay-colour: ov r 

eaeh eye was a white streak, and beneath each a 
hlack mark, pointing downwards: the throat white, 
the brea t tinged with dull-yellow, and l!!.arked with 
longitudinal brown spots, tll<r· thighs and vent 
being marked in a similar manner: the quill-~ , tilers 
dusky, the inn'er web marked with ovalrust.colour
ed spots, and the tail spotted in the same manner. 

fter all these descriptions, on would be in
clined to uppo e this bird ntitled to th rank it 
has hitherto maintained in ornitholoO'ical writings. 
I am inform d howe v r, on seemingly good au
tbority, that the Lanner, 0 oft n consid red a a. 
distinct sp cies both by 'a.!coners and atul'ajists, 
1. in reality no other than the Peregrine Falcon in . 
its first or econd year,. and before it has arrived 
at its full and g\~nuin.e plumage. It is for thi~ 
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reason that 1 have venturetl to assign it the place 
it occupies in the present worJe; though at thf 
same time, I must beg to be understood a~ being 
by no means perfectly convinced of tlvf truth of 
this supposition. The chief objection seems to be ' 
the colour of the feet, which are blue, not yellow 
as in the Peregrine. Some have supposed both 
the Lanne1' and the Sacre to be varieties of the 
Jerfalcon. 

The J erfalcon, the Gentil Falcon, the Common 
Falcon, the Per grine, and the Goshawk were the 
principal species used' in the diversion of Falconry, 
now so much in its decline, having been, in most 
pal'ts of Europe, superseded by the readier and 
more certain services of the gun. 

(C The art of Falconry, says the learned Sir 
Thomas Browne, appears to have been either un
known, or so little advanced among the ancient 
Greeks ang. Roman, that it seems to have pro
ceeded no higher 'tban the daring of birds; which 
makes so little thereof to be found in Aristotle, 
, ho only mentions some rude practice thereof in 
Thracia; as also in lElian, WIlO speaks of Hawks 
and Crows among the Indians; little or nothing 
of true Falconry being mentioned before Julius 
Firmicus, in the days of Constant ius, son to Con
stantine the great. If the Romans, says the learn
ed Rigaltius, had well understood this airy chace, 
they would hav left, or less regarded their Cir
censian recr atiolls." 

In the European world, the Gem1ans and the 
French seem to haxe been thf' firs, who devoted 
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themselve to the'science of Falconry. The tech
nical terms in E O'li h Falconry are e idently of 
French extraction. 

,t In 0 r own country, say Mr. P nnant, I 
cannot trace the certainty of falc()nry till the rei a l1 

of King Ethelbelt the Saxon monarch, in the year 
760, when he wrote to Germany for a bra e of 
Falcons which would fly at crane and brinO' them 
to the ground, as there were very few Sll(;h in nt. 
It seems highly probabl£' that Falconry had its 
rise in Scythia, and passed from th n to the 
northern parts of Europe. • Tartary is v n at 
present celebrated for its fine breed of Falc'on ; 
and the sport is in such g n ral e teem that, ac
cording to Oleariu , there '[vas no hut bitt what had 
its EagLe 01' Fa lt'On , The boundles plains of that 
country are as finely adapted to the div rsioll as 
the wooded or mountainous nature of mo t part 
of Europe is ill calculated for that rapid amu e-

.. ~ .- .... . 
ment." "" 

In England Fal oory- eem to bav - c()ntinucd 
in full glory till about the time of tb U urpatioll, 
after which it appears gradually to have d elined. 
'Vith what ardor it was pursued in the r i n of 
James the fir t maybe gathered from the an cdote 
recorded by Mr. Pennant, who relate that it' 
J arne M [lson gave no less a sum than a thou and 
pounds for a ea t of Hawk. 

It booM be ob erveo, that almost every kind 
of Falc , rom the large t to th malIe t, may be 
trained to Falconry; ev n Eagle th m elv have 
been used for he chace of the- Roebuck, the 



A ntelope, the W oJf, F ox, &~C . The larger kind 6f 
Falcons, as the Jerfalcoll, the Peregrine, and th 

j 

Goshawk were used for the flight after the H eron, I 

the Wildgoose, the Crane, the Hare, &c/th Com
mon Falcon principally -for the more general run 
of game; while the smaller kjud were often in
stfl1cLed to fly at the Partridge and the Quail. 
The Ice]and Falcon is, according to :Mr. Pennant, 
in the highest steem, and will la t ten* or twelve 
years, whereas those of Norway a.nd other countries 
arc seldom fit for the sports of the field after two or 
three year ' use. 

The fcats pcrformfAi by the J erfalcon are indeed 
to be numbered amd'ng the noblest in the practice 
of Falcomy. Sc~iger attest, that· be saw one 
which belong d to Henry, King of Naval'rf~, strike 
down a Buzzard, two 'Vildgeese, divers Kites, a 
Crane, and a Swan. . 

Among the best of Hawks for Falconry is also 
the' Gosha\vk: . the~ were used by the Emperor of 
China in his sporting progresses attended by his 
Grand Falconer, and a thousand subordinate. The 
Emperor often canied a Hawk on his band, to let 
fly at any game which might present itself, and 
which were usually Pheasant) Partridges, Cmnes, 
or Quails. Thi, di\'ersion was witl1€:;scd by Mc~rco 
Polo in the year 1269. 

The flight of a strong Falcon is wonderfully 
swift. It'is recorded, that a Falcon beJollging to 

* Some' writers spe!lk of Falcons continlling in full vigour for 
twenty -years. 
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a Duke of Cleve flew out of 'Vestphalia into 
}'rus ia in one da ; and in th county of orfolk a 
Hawk has made a flight at a 'Vood ock near thirty 
miJe in ~ hoUl'. 

A very agreeable general de cription of Falconry 
is given by the ingenious Abbe La PJlJche. Thi 
sport, says he, is one of the noble t~ and frequently 
proves one of the most profitable of pI a ur . 
Mankind have discover d th 'ret of makinO' 
even the YOJ'aCiOllS qualities of bird ad van taO' ou t 

either by employing them again t malignant and 
noxious species, or again t tho e-whos fl stl .a1foJ·ds 
the most e~-ql1isite reli h. For the variou kinds 
of this diversion the Falcon, the G da] n, th 
Lannel', the iiaker, the Goshawk, the M rlin, and 
the Sparrow-Hawk are u ed; but ill g neral th 
Falcon and Hawk are i.n more frequent usc than 
the rest. The Falcon, Gerfalcon, and Go hawk 
are in extraordinary repute, and ar traiu d up to 
various flight, some of which are pormed ag~inst 
the Heron, others again t the Kite, th end w> or 
the Owl. But the e ple~ures are eKp n 'jv , ahd 
fit only for Princ s. The Hawk is used ill Jow 
flight·: he is sagacious, and Y I'y d xtrou in 
attacking tlte Partridge, and is ure to furnish til 
larder with .xcetlent game. A prudent gentlemarl 
leaves the Falcon to Pl'inces, and cont nt him If 
with the HHwk. The manner of training them up, 
and employing th m in the field is very agreeable. 
Such as are taken in the nest are called Nias, ~hile 
such as are taken when full-grown, and at fuJI 
liberty, are callc·d lltlggards or old birds. These 
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last are tam~d with much more difficulty, but 
patience and dexterity at lEn th, succeed, and, in 
terms of Falconry, make tllem fit for the Fray. 
When they are too wild, they are neitho/ fed, nor 
suffered to sleep for thr e or four days and nights, 
a,nd are never left alone; lty which means they 
gradual1y become familiarized to the Falconer, and 
are obedient to all his commands~. His principal 
care is to accustom them to settle on hOis fist; to 
spring when he throws them off; to know his 
voice, his singing, his whistJe, or any other signal 
he o-ives them; and tQ, return to order on his fist. 
At first they are tied with a string of about thirty 
fathoms in le~gtb, to prevent them from flying 
away; and they are not freed from thi~ till they are 
completely disciplined, and return at 0 the proper 
call or ignaL To accomplish this the bird must 
be luroed. The lure is a piece of red stufi' or wool, 
on which are fixed a bill, talons, and wings. 0 To' 
this 'is like i e-fa~ned a piece of that fl sh on 
which the bird feeds, and the lure is thrown out to 
him when they intend to reclaim 01' recall him. 
Th sight of the food he loves, with the addition 
of a certain noise, immediately brings him back. 
In a little time the voice alone is ~ufficient. The 
variou ' plumage lith which the lure is set otr is 
called a Drawer. When they accustom the Hawk 
to fly at a Kite, a Heron, or a Partridge, they 

• A melh0d has been sometimes practi.ed of placing an 
unquiet Hawk in a smilh's shop for a certain time; where, by 
the continual noise of lhe hammering, he has become gentle and 
tractable. 
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change the drawer according to the kind of game 
to ~hich he 1S to b d voted. rhen hi" to pring 
at a Kite, they fix the bill and feather. of that 
bird to th lure; and the arne care i taken with 
respect to 'he rest; and in ortIer to entice the bird 
to his o~iect, they fasten b ueath the drawer or 
plumage the flesh of a chicken or orne otber fI w1, 
and sometimes' season it with suO'ar and pi , 
adding marrow and other delicacies. By the e 
means, when he i "aft rw rd to prin at r I 
game, he flies at it with urpl'isio o" precipitation. 
Afterth:reeweeksoramonth's xerci "ina ham!> r 
or garden, they begin to make the e p tim nt 
witb the bird in the open field. , and fa. t n little 
bells to hi fe ,in order to be readily inform d of 
his motions. He is always capped or ho d d, to 
prevent him from eeing any obj <:t but hi am; 
and as soon as the dogs either stop or spriIlO' it, 
the Falcoucr un hoods the bird, and tos e him 
into the air after his prey. It" en. tr m' ly 
diverting to see him wing the air in all tile varietie 
of his flight, antI behold him oaring by 'gr es, 
and repeated spring, till the ye loses him in th 
middle region. 'He th 11 commands the plain, 

. contemplates the" motions of hi prey, whom the 
. distance of the en my deludes into an imaginary 
. ecurity, till at 1 st he launches upon it with the 
rapidity f an arrow~ nd bear it to hi. rna ter, 

. who recall' him. They never fail, in the&e his 
first es a_· ,. to pre eut him with the n ck and 
entruil" of the prt.y. he ha brought. The c gra
tuities, and the other caresses of the Fa1concr~ 
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animate the bird to the }erformance of his duty ; 
keep him in reO'ularity, :lljd.a ISroper fie'rceness of 
tempcr, and particularly, pr vent him from beal'· 
ing GtL'fty his bells; that is, from flyiQg' off, and 
not r turning; an accident which sometimes 
ha.ppens, 

When Falcons are taught to fly at Rabbets, 
Hares, &c, it is calledftying at thefur; and som 
are instructed to fly both at the fur and the plume, 
or to the pursuit of hares 3J).d rabbets, as well as 
of pheasants and partrid,g s, &c, In order to this, 
when the Valcon is Tery tame, they ithero take a 
Ji ve hal'e, and break one of its legs, or el e a hare's 
skin sturred with traw.; and haviug fixed to it a 
pif.ee ofchi~ken's flesh, or whatever l$od the Falcon 
loves best, they tie,tbis skin, with a cord of great 
length, to the gi rth of a horse, and as the skin is 
thus dragged a1011g, the bird imagines it to be a 
har in flight, d is allured to dart ui on it; and 
is 'thus taug lii' l di tinguish the animal. But 

I 

Falcons of the la-rger kind have been occasionally 
taught to fly at the Roebuck, and even at the 
Wild Boar, and the " rolf. The method of in
structing them in this species of adventure i by 
accustoming th m to feed, when young, from ou 
of the so ket of the e)'ts of a wolf'~ or boar's llead; I 

the whole skin of the animal being stuffed, in such 
a manner as to appear alive. While tile bird i 
fe(;ding, : the Falconer begins to ,mOl'e the figur 
gradually; jn consequence of which th bird learns 
to fasten it elf as to stand firm, notwithstanding 
the precipitate motIon which are gradually given 



PEREGRh'E IALCON. 139 

to the stuffed animal. H would 10 e hi meal, 
shoul~ he quit hi bold; which makes him car Jul 

f to fix well on the skull, that he may diO' his biJl 
into the eye- ocket, in pi e of tb motion. 'Vh n 
tbes first ex rcises are over, the skin i pIa ed on 
a cart, drawn by a horse at full speed: the bird 
follows it, and is parti ularly Ii eding; and t1lUb, 
when they come to fly him in tl1e. field, he nev r 
fails to dart on the head of the first bea't of the 
kind he discover " and be lns to scoop Oltt th yf!'. 
This throws the animal into , uch di tr " that 
the hunters have time,to app aeh, and di patch it 
with their spears. 

It has been before ob 'erved, that Falcons tak n 
from the nes are with most ea e and certainty 
instructed in the 'arious documents n ces ary for 
them to attend to when brought into the field; but 
the discovery of a nest of these birds i mer lya 
fortunate accident, ~vhich cannot often be xpec~ d. 
It is therefore necessary to fin orne method of 
obtaining the wild and fuU-grown bird, which is 
then to undergo the troublesome proce of du
cation. For this purpos various 'arts ha\'e b n 
devi ed. Like all other birds, Falcons may be 

, taken by meaus of nets, such as are used in atch-
\ 

iug larks; but the difficulty is to attract the bird. 
If a Falcon is en!!aged ill the pursuit of hi pr y ... 
hl the air, he wilJ not quit it and descend to seiz 

• an immovea1>le and appa"~ntJy lifeJes bait 1ying 
on the ground. It i6 thel'elore n c~s ary to use a 
greatu d gree of art. The expericnc d F leoner 
places and fi.'{es in the centr of his net a pulltlY, 
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or a strong iron wire bellt into a ring, through 
which he passes a string of thirty or forty fathoms 

t 

length, and at the extremit ties by its legs a 
live pigeon, ·which he carries with him. j.nto hi hut 
or cover; and as the Falcon sometime flies so high 
as not to be seen, the Falconer is informed of his 
motions by means of a Butcher-Bird, which is 
fastened by a string tied to a stick fixed near the 
net. This bird by its mo ·ements indicates th,e 
kind of Hawk which is hov ring above. If it be 
a Buzzard 0r any kind of luggish Hawk, the 
Butcher-Bird's moti ns are but slight; but if it 
suddenly flies down and hides itself, it is a sign that 
~ome large kiod of Falcon is aLove. In con
sequence of this, the Falconer lets Ollt the pigeon, 
whose apparent state of liberty attracts the sight 
of the Falcon. If it approach read5ly, the man 
withdraw the pigeon, and, a moment or t"'O 
aft~rwards, lets it out again. This second ap
pearance 0 the igeon never fails to incite the 
Falcon, 'which darts upon it as his prey, and is in 
consequence caught in the net, which the man 
instantly draws over it. 

The above method of taking Falcons, and indeed 
the art of Falconr.y in general, seems to have be , 
held in no very high stinmtiou by Linllffius, since, ( 
by way of note to his pecjfi.~ Character of Falco 
Gentilis, he adds ", Al'S cnpicl1di Fn/colles Columba 
et Lanio, institue11tli, vcnandi Gazellas, Ardeas, • 
A'l:icu/as, 6;'c. p1'opriis artijicibus commissa, in lu,~'

u1'iam magnatum, 1'idenda etiam a stu/to." 
A singularly elegant species of Falconry is said , 
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to be occasionally practised in P rsia·· ,-iz. train
ing small birds (JParrou:) t th pur uit of the 
larger kind of Butterlli . Thi we may uppo e 
to be pecruiarly calculated for the amusement of 
the ladies, 

Spallanzani, in his Sicilian Travels, inform u 
that, during hi re itlence at Scondiallo, he amused 
himself with breeding up three younl)' Falcon, 
They were so well tamed, that, after straying about 
for t.he whole day among the neighbouring hill 
and plains, they pun tuaUy returned every ev ning 
to the house of their ben f: ctot, in which ~hey 
had been bred: they regularly demanded their 
food, and then went to roost on a tall oak which 
grew near, .Early every morning they wak d 
him by their cries, and by beating again t the 
win<.low; never departing till they had been [; d. 
Many of Spallanzani's friends d acquaintanc , 
and e\'en stranger~) came to vi i him on purpo e 
to witness this intel'esting s 'ene 1 u oubte<Ily, 
as he ob erves, notwithstanding what i 'e know f 
the art of Falconry, it was a truly curious thing to 
see these three 'birds, which were in a state of 
perfect liberty, and in full enjoyment of the ern~ 
pire of the air, descend, at the voice of their rna t r,) 

\ from heights at which they could scare 1y be n, 
perch on 1 is hand, and recjve hi. cares 'e ', without 
being in the least i timidated by the crowd of 

• spectators. .yet this COhtldence, perfect a it was, 
did not In t any long tim ; and there can be no 

* Sir Antony Sherlill'J Relations. 
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doubt tlUtt their con tant morning and evening 
visits proceeded merely from Che"powerfuJ necessity 
of satisfying their physical d mands of food, and 
their ignorance of the meahs which nature llail 
given them of providing it fur tl1 mselves. Whether 
it was that they had received this instruction from 
a fuurth Falcon, which joined their company for 
some days, or whether the time wa~ arrived in 
whicll their natural inst inct began to develope 
itself and render them industrious, they no longet' 
. ppeared at the windows, even when earnestly 
called. They still however retained so much of 
their ady attachments as to come and roost on 
their accustomed oak; but, after a certain time, 
even this faint appea~ance of familIarity was gra
dually lost, and they betook themselves ' to the 
natural habit, of their wild kindred. So ttue is it, 
adds Spallanzani, that a llg the inferior animal~. 
Nature never loses her 'ucient rights! 

the abov";"FaI'?Ous were abolit ~he size of ~ Biset 
Pigeon, but with much longer wings, which, when 
the bird was sitting, passed beneath and crossed 
the tip of t1le tail. They delighted in flying to a 
vast height, and remaining, like kites, for hours 
together, in the airy space; flying ~gainst the / 
wind. Spal]anzani does not prete11J to determine 
their true species, but, gi\'es the following descrip
tive charact f. l!aleo cera rostroque cte1'ulescenti
hu,)', pedihus lludis.flavis, colLarijla'(}o-cillereo maculi 
duapul; nigris, corpore supmfusco, rectricibus SUP,Yl 

jerTlfgineis opice fim:o pallidis. To this he add 
th~ following more detailed description, viz. The 
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head was brown, 'spotted with elJow: the n ck 
encircled with a ycllow-cinereou. 1'1nO', interrupt II 
by two longitudinal black pot: the b ak and 
cere, blue: the eyes bright and black; th bOl'(ler 
of the upper eyelids yellowi Ii; the urp I' part of 
the body brown; the under yellow with length n d 
black spots: the rump pale rufous; th' thigh 
varied with black and y How; the q uil1-feath r f 
the wings black, with tran 'ver e yellowi h-rufou 
bands: the tail-feather ' twelve in number, brown 
above, and of a yellowish white ben ath: the fet:t 
llaked and yellow, and the claws bla k. 

• CHANTING rAteON'. 

)alco musicus. F. callUS, sub/us Jusco '1mdulatu8, re/lligibu 
'lIigris, cauda cantata fusca albo JlIst:iata. 

Grey .Falcon with brown undulations beneath, black wing-
feathers, and brown cuneated tail barred' , ite. 

Le Faucon Chanteur. Lecaill. av. afro p. 117. NC). 27. 
Falco music us. Daudin om,p. 116. 

AMONG the ferocious Falcon tribe we could 
hardly expect to meet with a songster; the voice 
of the general race of birds of PI' y being peculiarly 

\harsh and disagreeable. From the tit e however 
by which the celebrated Monsieur Levaillant ha 
distinguished the pre ent species, we might be led 

• to suppose that a Falcon existed which to great 
elegance of plumage united a musical voice; since 
it sings, according to this author, fOF hours to· 
get her, while perch dOll the summit of a tree, 1\ear 



CHANTING FALCON. 

the nest of 'ts faithful mate, which it never quit 
throughout the whole year; n, like the nightin
gale of Europe, is heard durihg the early dawn' of 
day, or in the dusk of the vening, and not unflT- , 
quently during the greatest p'art of the night. 
Monsieur Sonnini however very 'properly observes 
that by this de cription we must not suppose jts 
song to resemble that of the ni ghtingale; Monsieur 
Levaillant meaning only, that the bird, like the 
nightingale, exerts its voice during the silence of 
the night; and that its incessantly repeated cries 

be considered s in some degree clearer or 
more musical than tho e of 1ts raucous and shri k
in congeners . . The size of this species is that 
of a common Falcon, an its colour .a pearly grey, 
tie p r or more iuclining to brown on the top of 
he head and back: the under parts are cro, 'scd 

or undulated by numerous blueish-browlliine or 
bars: the larger wing- thet's ar black, and th ' 
tail, whi~:>l1g1 cuneated, is of a dusky 
oloul', crossed, ."cept on the two middl feathers, 
y everal broad white bars: the bill is black with 

an orange-coloured cere; the legs omnge-coloured, 
and longer" than in mo t of the Falcon tribe. The 
female i a third lar er than the male. This specia , 
commits 'r at havoc among the smaller kind of' 
gam , as partridg s, quails, It even attacks 
harf's, and will £ cd, like t~le Buzzard, on mole, 
rats, &c. It is an inhabitant of the interior of • 
Cam'aria, where it builds in woods, laying four 
white round eggs. 
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ROUOH-LEGGED FALCON. 

Falco Lagopus. F. albus flmo variu" pedibtu ptfInat;., ra~ 
'Der.tus apicemfascW latafusca. 

\Vhite Falcon varied with brown, with feathered It"g, and. 
broad brown bar towards the end of the tail. 

Rough-Legged Falcon. Penn. Brit. Zoot. append. pl. 1. 
Falco Lagopus. Brunn. om. bor. Lin. SYlt. Nat. Gmel. 
Var. . 
Dusky Falcon. Penn. Arct. Z()c)t. 

LENGTH two feet two inches. Fir t described, 
and figured, in the appendix to the Quarto dition 
of Mr. Pennant's British Zoology: head, neck, and 
breast yellowpsh white, with oblong brown strokes: 
belly deep brown: wing-coverts b~own, with fer
ruginous edges: ends of the larger wing-feather 
neep brown, their lower parts white: thighs and 
legs pale yellow with brown streaks: tail as in the 
specific character: legs featherp.d ~ s, wHich 
are yellow. Native of Denmark and I orway; but 
the accidental straggler from which Mr. Pennant'. 
description was drawn up, shot in England. Like 
most of the pre t genus, it appears to vary, 
being someti seen with the back of a bluei h 
grey, with black and white variegatioQ.s, and the 
tail dusky with paler bars. Hence the Du.kj 
Falcon of the Arctic Zoology. 

10 



Falco peOrllltus. F. cera p~dibllsqUl lJcnrrati ttlteil, corpore-
nigrictmfe griseo 'Oario, subtuN lateo-fusco, capite pallido, 8U

perciliU nigris. Latn. indo orll . 
n with the cere and feathered legs yellow, the body above 

blackish varied with grey, beneath luteous-btowo, the head 
pale, with a black superciliary streak on each side. 

Falco penpatus. Briss. append. Lin. Gmcl. Latn. indo om. 

DESCRIBED by Brisson. Size of a J erfalcon: 
length one foot sev n inches and a quarter: cere 
an toes yellow: parts above blackish brown with 
a cast of violet, and variegated with dull grey: 
beneath yellow-brown, with longit dinal blackish 
lines: head and upper part of the neck fhlvous:, 
grey with similar , lines: over the eyes a black 
tripe: tail brown, growing blackish towards th9 

tiP: which ~ey, marked wit~ whitish spots on 
~ach side:reg~ther to the toes. Described 
from a preserved specimen. Native regIon un
known. 

I 
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NEWFOUNDLAND r.nco • 

Falco Novae-Terrz. F. cera ptdi~ulfJue semilan4/i' flatu, co,,· 
pore SJlprs jlUCO, occipitc 8ubtusque ferrllgiflCfl, abdomint !wco-
1«(6ulO8O, catlda. Jusca fasella quatuor ./lturatioril1w.. Wt~ 
iad. om. 

Brown Falco1\, with the nape and under parts ferruginous, the 
abdomen clouded with dusky; the tail brown with four 
darker bands; the Cdrc lind semi-feathered 1 gs yellow. 

Newfoundland Falcon. Loth. 'yn. 

DESCRIBED by Mr. Latham . from a dr wing in 
the collection of Sir Joseph Bctnk : length tent 
inches: cheeks inclining to ~h~c lour: th, b 
mottled with· ash-colour and foun dark pot. : 
betty ferruginous) with dark blQtch s. ative of 
Newfoundl~nd. 

CRESTED· INDIAN FALCO' • 

Falco cirrhatus. F. ctra pedibusqlle ptnnafl', [1I!ei1. crilla 
occipitis tbijida pendula, corpore supra nigro, subtjU alba ni
groque striata. Lath. indo orn. 

Falcon with body black above, beneath white streaked with 
black, pendulous occipital crest, cere and iCmi-pennated 
legs luteous. 

Falco indicus cirrhatus. R.aii. syn. 
Crested Indian Falcon. Will. am, :WU". 'Yn• 

DESCRIB'I~D by 'Villughby from the living bird 
in the Royal Aviary in St. James's park. "This 
bir~ says Willughby, was brought out of the 



14,8 CRESTED INDIAN FALCON. 

East Indies. For bigness it was not much inferior 
to a Goshawk: the hell-d t1at, black, copped, the 
crest hanging down hack\\-ards from the hind part 
of the head like ~ Lapwing's, but forked: the neek ~ 
red: the bre~st and belly were parti·coloured of 
black and white, the altetn~te cross lines being 
very bright and fair: the irides of the eyes yellow: 
the beak of a deep or dark blu~, almost hlack, 
especiaIJy towards the poin ; for the base was 
covered witil a yellow membrane: the legs featlier
ed down to the feet: the feet yellow: the talons 
of a dark bla~k: the lesser rows of wing-feathers 
had whitish edges: the train was varied with 
transverse spaces or beds of black and ciner.eou~ 
alternately: the rest of the feathers were black.'! 

Mr. Latham jn his Supplement mentions his 
having seen a drawing of this species, which ~ar~ed 
in having a broad black bar across the bre(!.st.' 

On turn~o the description of th':! Crowned 
~agle (FalCo cO'rnnatus) the reader will perceive 
many points of affinity between that bird and the 
present species. The Crowned Eagle i~ however 
4t native of Africa. 
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CRE Il.D WHITE F leON. 

Flllco niveus. 

Falco galericuhltlll:;.~·f1~;ji 
sub/III alIKI-jll¥Du«u .... Ili 
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truncato·den{~. 

I-ead·coloured crested Falcon, .... ith br wn baIldil\lI'Jrl#.lIlrr 
beneath yeBowi,b-wbite with l7aode 
dible truncato-denticulate. 

Le Faucon Hupp~. waiN. Ois. AJr. pl. 

size of the male that of a common pigeon; 
'. female a fourth larger: irides orange: le~ ,eJlo : 
. inhabits the sea. shores and borders ke& in 

Africa, feeding on. fish, crab , and sheU-fish : bu ild 
either on rocks or tree J and Jays four rufous egg !i. 



ISO 

Falco mfut. F. "edi6us jltrOil, corpore 11Ifo m«Vlis lo1fgltadi. 
"alibUI vnrio, doT'lo fu&C(), "'~igib/1ll 1tC00000rii. ~ ci. 

~ ... , ... v''''' Falcon with longitudinal dusky streaks, brown back. 
ash-coloured secondaries and tail, and yellow legs. 

Falco rufus. Loth. i,ul. om. Harpy Buzzard. Latlt. syn. 
La Harpaye. BI!ff. oil. I.p. 21i. Pl. Enl.46o. 

SIZE of a female Goshawk. Native of France 
and Germany, frequl!nting low places, rivers, and 
ponds, and often preying on' fish. In haLi 
general appearance it eems considerably allie 
to the Ring.taiI, but is of larger size. 

ST~ .JOlIN'S FA'DOGN. 

alco • JohanniJl. Y. fUfClI$, 611pra griseo higroquc 'Dariul, 
cauda albido lIigrcquc fasciala. 

Brown }o'a\con, varied above with black and grey, the tail with 
black and whitish bars. 

:Falco Sancti Johannis.. lin. Gmel. Latk. indo om. 
St. John's Falcon. PCI.TI. Arct. Zoul. 

LENGTH one foot nine inches :bi11 short and 
dusky: leg covered wittl feathers to the toes, 
which are yellow, and very short. Native of Hud· 
son's Bay and Newfoundland. 



V:!RIAN FALCON. 

Falco LeverianUi. F . ..",.o jlUrw. aIio flttJca/aill , CQpj!t .u,. 
t."ia tdriflque fi ca, nbttJ8 alhu~ cauda albo f(J$Cjata. 

Falcon with the body brown above sp()tt~d with white, lb 
head white with Il brown stripe on each ide l Ule under 
parts white, and the tail barred with whit . 

Falco Lel'erianus. Lath. in4. Qnr. I.e"etian Falco. /..4Ih. 
'Yn. ItIppl. 

LeJerian Falcon. Pam. Arct. Zool. 

DE RInED by Mr. Pennant.. Siz of a Buzzard: 
bill dusky, and reatly hooked: he"d trip d ith 
brown anu white: upper part of th b dy 
wing deep brown; each Ii ath r elegautly mal'k d 
at the end with a Jar e whit pot: th wb I 
und-er side of the body white: the outmo t:fj :,lth r 
of the tail marked with nine whit , and th . am 
number ofdu ky bar: middl feathers with In ky 
and cinereous: the wing ~ ' telld b YOll tl) lIcl 
of the tail: leg trong and y Uo . f 
Carolina, from whence it wa. cnt to If A. t n 
Lever. 
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'PLAIN fA1.CO ~ 

Falco obsoletu.. F. ptdiIItufiarn., corpM'ej_"o, ltIbtu rtfIIigi
buG rfctricihusque latere intmore albo maru[atis. lAJ/I. indo 
ont. 

Brown Falcon, with yellow legs. the under parts pf the body 
and insides of the wing and tail. feathers spotted with W'hioe. 

Plain Falcon. Penn. Arc!. Zool. Lath. '!III. suppl. 

DESCRIBED (by Mr. Pennant. Bill black; head 
dusky: nape spotted with white: back, coverts of 
the wings, and tail -uniform deep brown: under 
side of the neck, breast, and belly deep brown, 
slightly spotted with white: primaries dusky: inner 
webs marked with great oval'spots of white, mottled 
with brown: middle feathers of the tail plain 
brown; inner webs of the rest mottled witl? white; 
exterior webs and ends slightly edged with th~ 
same: legs strong; yellow? wing reaches near the 
length of the tail. . Length from bill to tail-end 
two feet one inch. Native of Hudson's Bay. 
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INUR ULCON. 

Falco hyernali. F.jUlco-fer~, ItIbtIU alb", flUCO ntac:'V

latus, ctmItJ jerMlgimo ttigroque jOlciDta. 
Brown-ferruginou!t" Falcon, beneath white wilh brown spott j 

the tail with black and ferruginoui bara. 
Falco hyemalis. Lath. indo ant. 
Winter Falcon. Pmn. Arct. Zool. 
Ngrtbern Falcon. :u..th. SJ1t. 

DE CRlBED by Mr. Pennant. Bill black, cell . 
yellow: head deep brown; bac - the arne, tin 
with rust: hind part of the neck treaked with 
white: the coverts of the wings du ky, dged with 
dull white; those on the ridge with orange: nd 
of th~ primaries dusky; the oth r parts barred 
with brown and white: bre t and b lIy wrut , 
marked with heart-shape spots: thighs u r
coloured, sp kled with du ky: v nt feather bite: 
tip of the tail whhe; tl1 n succeed a bfoad dusky 
bar; the remainina part barred wIth browD, tawny, 
and black: legs long, and very slender. This 
species is of an elegant form, and is about the size 
of the Ringtail. It inhabits the province of ew 
York, appearing at the approach of winter, and 

• retiring in the sp~ing. Mr. Pennant observes that 
the Northern Falcon of Mr. Latham seems to differ 
from this only in age or sex. It is of a dark ci
nereous brown above.: , and , ben ath ferruginou.s 
'brown, with interrupted white bars: the tail 
marked by four brown bars, and tipped with 
'white. 



Falco melanole~OI. F. GIInu. capite roIJo _110 ,.,.~ 
. f1igril. 
White Falcon, with blackhead, neck, back, and quill·feathel'9. 
Falco melanoleucos. Pmn. Ind. Zoo/. 
Black and White Indian Falcon. .lAtli. tYrI. 

Le Tchong. LeTJaill. Ois. Afr.pl. 32. 

DESCRIBED bl}' Mr. Pennant in hisIndianZoology. 
Its length is sixteen inches, and its weight about 
ten ounces: the bill .is black; the irides reddish 
yellow; the Jlead, neck, back, scapulars, quill
feathers. and some of the middle coverts black; 
the remainder of the bit'd pure white. Native of 
C.eylon, where it is called Kaloe Koeroelgoya. The 
Tchoug of Levaillant is probabJy the same bird in 
a nger state. 

STELLATED FALCON. 

Falco slellatus. F. superne rlign'catls, macul;! ftellas rifermt;Tnu 
resper 118, itiferNc c;&.aJbo If nigro 'DarWI, pe4ibus coervleil. 
Erial, om, 

,Falcon of a blackish colour above, with star-like $pots, beneath • 
varied with black and white, with blue feet. 

Falco stelJaris. Bri8s, Falco cyanopus. Gtsn. 0/ Aldr. Charlet. 
Ezer. p. 73. 

THIS spec' . , if any such exists, appear to be 0 

very obsoore)y known that perhaps it ought nQt to 
be introduced into any systematic ornithological 
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work. It ems to have b en first m ntioned by 
Albertus M, O'nu ,andfr him r rded byG er 
and Aldrovandu, which I tter author ho ver 
m "es DO mention 0 the tell e p t particu
larized by Mon ieur Brisson. In its general size 
an appearance it is said by Bri son to r mble 
the Peregrine Falcon, and to be bla . 11 above, 
and starred with pots, but of what colour we are 
not informed: beneath black and white: the irides 
gold-coloured, ~md the legs blue. I 

SURINAM fALCON • 

. 
Palco SutRalor. F. cera pcdibll&que lutri.&. corpore fu,c~ albiclo. 

oeulorum operclilil osseis. lin. Syst. Nat. 
Falcon -wlth yellow cere :md Jegs, body varied with brown Ind

white, the eyes furnished with bony opercula. 
Surinam Falcon. Lat". syn. 

Lx JE S ems to have scrlb~d tht bird rom. 
Rolander, one of hi pils, ~ h tra 11 in '"' th 

erica. He inf~rms u that t body i brown 
ho ,wi the feath S white at their base; nd 

bene til 1 OU, spot d with brown a d hi ; 
. that the nostrils are parated by an i terv ni g 

fleshy lob ; and that, when alarmed, or angry, it 
inflates the head to the size of the b dy. The 
above descdption seen.c; to want confirmation, and 
no bird properly answering to the Liunrean cba~ 
racters appears to be at present known. A bird 
however which Mr. Latham examined in a collee-
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tion, and which he supposed might be the speci~ I 
intended by Linnreus, was ab.:mt tAle size of a Hen
Harrier, and in colours not unlike that above
described. Mr. Latham very properly adds, that 
if by the e pression of oculorum opel'culis osseis 

. Linnreus meant the opake or vhite part of the eyes, 
the bony structure is by no means peculiar to the 
present species, but takes place in many others. 

l 

LAUGH.ING FALCON • 

. Falco cachinnans. F. cera pcdibu&rJUe luteis, pulpe6ris albil .• 
corpore jusco albidoque 'llano, amudo nigro 'Oerticem album 
cingente. Li~. Syst. Nat. • 

Falcon with yellow cere and legs, white eyelids, hOOy va
riegated "With brown and whitish 1 the top of the head black 
surrounded by a white ring. 

NATIVE tlf 50uthAmerica: observed by Rolander ~ 
upper part of the body, wings, and tail-coverts 
1>rown: throat, breast, abdomen; aJld wings be
neath, white: tail banded with black and luteous. 
'Vhen disturb d utters a laughing sound. Tllis 
however is ob erved by Monsieur 50nn111i to be no 
very distinctivecbaracter, since many of the Falcon • 
tribe occasionally utter a shrill and quickly re
!>eated' cry, which by a Httle aggravation, might 
be termed a laugh. 
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'fX!difm que foJ'Ou, corpore catUlttqlle 
coZore ex rubiculldo t:l alba mula. Lotll. 

Fallcca~IO""'<lI:re and legs, body and tip of the tail white, 
and whitish colour. 

Falco Bacha. F. ni ric:aIt., 
crista occipitaZi nicrrtl fJl6o/alCiat., 

Blackish Falcon, with (be und 
with white, an occipital bJilck crest 
a white bar across tpe tail. 

Le Bacha. Levai/J~ Oi. Afr. pl. 1.5. 

NATIVE of the interior 

ea coa t : 
four feet: bill 

barren and roc y pla~e, and preying 
the Cape Ctroy or Klipdtls· of the Dutch, w 

• watches with incessant assiduity, and spring 
it the instant it ~merge from its retr at in 
rock. It is a. solitary species, except during the 

• breeding season, and in size resembles the Buzzard, 

* Hyrax Capenais or Cape Hyrax. Gclltl'lll Zoology. Vol. l. 

p.217. 
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though of a somewhat ure slender shape. It 
builds among rocks, for g it t.est in a careless 
manner of moss and leaves. 

FISlIIl\G FALCON. 

Falco Piscator. F, wbcristatus, capitejtJl'ntgineo, corpore cinereo, 
l'cnnis margil1~ fuscis, subtus lutesunte maculislongitudinalihu8 
fuscis. Lath. indo urn. 

Sobcrismted Falcon, wi~h ferruginous head, cinereous bod,. 
with the feathers brown on the edges, beneath subluteous 
with longitndinal brown spots. 

I.e Faucoo Pt:cheur de Senegal, Oil Le Tanai. Btiff. oU. 
Fi bing Falcon. Lath. syn. ~ 

NATIVE of Senecral, where it is known by the 
name of Tanas. Size rather leiS than that of the 
COlIlmon Falcon: manners similar to those of he 
Osprej;1eeding principally on fish. 



Falco fonnosus. F. flj ro-c~rulf'us, gula purpurttl, fin uribu 
cruwque alho-pul'purascentihUl. 

Blackish-bluc Falcon> with purple throat, and purpli h white 
thighs and vent. . 

Falco cera orbiti, ~dibusque /utril, jugvlu purpureo, corpore 
'"pra crerulescente-rubro, abdominc incarnato. Latll. indo orn. 

Falco aquilious. Ii. Syd. at. G,. I. 
Red-Throated Falcon. Lath. $!ln. 
Petit A;gle d'Amerique. BI!/,. oiG. 1. p. 142. Pl. E111. 417. 

NATIVE of South America: cere, orbits, and leg 
yellow: irides orange-c010ured: length froll si -
teen to eighte n inches. Fir t de crib d by u on, 
who seems to have been unacquaint d with any 
particulat's relative to its 11 bits or hi. tory. 

NEW-ZEALAND PALCO~ •• 

Falco Novre Zelandire. F. ferM/gineo·fo8cul, .ubew albido 
I07lgitudinaiiter 8trialus, rOltro subcreruleo flultuTino, col ... ·_'!'"--.! 

ptmUs lui,. 
Ferruginous brown Falcon, beneath striated longitudinally 

witD whitish j the beak bluei,h and vulturine, and tbe fea
thers of the neck loose. 

New Zealand Falcon. Lalit. UJfJ. 

MALn eighteen inche long: emale twenty
three: cere and leg yellow: tail crossed by 

bluteous bands; audsom times by whitisbonell. 
ative of .l ew Zealand. 



CAYENNE FALCON. 

Falco Cayanensis. F. albido-ca:rulaccRI, ali. caudaquc plumkil 
nigro fascialis. 

Bllieish-White Falcon, with the wings and tail lead-coloured 
barred with black. 

Falco Cayanensis. Lit!. Syst. Nat. GmeZ. 
Cayenne Falcon. Lath. S!I,t. 
Petit Autour de Cayenne. Bl!ff. ais. 1. p. 237. Pl. Enl. 473. 

I . . 

DESCRIBED by the Count de Buffon, who how
C!ver does not mention its exact size, but contents 
himself with caning it a small Cayenne Goshawk. 
From the figure referred to ill the Planches En
luminees it appears to be of a stout. habit, not ill 
resembling that of the Peregrine Fakon, and with 
blue or rather lead-coloured regs a.nd feet. Natiye 
of Cayenne. 

LONG-TAILED FALCON . ... 

Falco macrourus. F. rufo-cinercUl, 8Ubtm albUl, cauaa longa 
fUlcO f asciata. 

Rufo-cinereous Falcon. white beneath, with long tail barred: 
with brown. 

Falco macrourus. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmd. 
Accipiter macrourus. No'D. Comm. Petrop. 15. p. 439. 
Long-Tailed Falcon. Lati.lyn. 

LENGTH above eighteen inches: readth nearly 
two feet: bill green at the base, ana black at tbe 
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tip: 
ati 

yellow: iride gold-coloured. 

BROW'S 

Falco Brownii. F. '"pra fusclU. itlbtll$ alb", lmlU jliiris, 
cauda grisea linds quatU(Jr fu cu. 

Brown Falcon, whi c beD th with Y Uow 
spots, and' grey ~il with {ollr linear bcOWIl 

Falco badius. Lift. S].t. Nul. Gill I. 
Brown Hawk. Lath. 8Y1l. 

DESCRInED and figured in Peter Brownr lUnstra. 
tions of Zoology; length thil't en in h s: bill 
blue; irides ailCi legs yellow. ative of Ceylon. 

AMERICAN BROWN HAWK. -' 
Falco fuscus. F. cine,.eo·fU4clI$, capite albo·striato, IIlbtu, 

albidus macu1islungitudinalih", flllCU, caudaftuco falciata. 
Cinereous-brown Hawk, with the head streaked with white. 

the under parts whiti h with longitudinal brown spots, (In''''-~ 
the tail crossed with brown bars. 

Falco {uscus. LU,. Omc/. Latn. indo OTII. 

I American Brown Hawk. Lath. '!In. Falco fascus. ? Mil/. 
Ill. pl. 18. 



U)2 A::\IElUCAN BROWN HAWK. 

white, marked on the breast and belly with brown 
streaks down the shaft of thetfeathers: the ~ail 

cinereous brown, crossed by three brown bars: the 
bill/blueish; the legs slender and yellow. Native 
of North America. 

, 
VAR.? 

. . 
The figure referred to by efr. Latham in Miller's 

Illustrations ()fNatural History, and which he sup
po es to be m ant for the same species, differs so 
much in some partir-ulars as to demand a separate 
de cription. It. is of a deep subferruginous brown 
ahov ,and dull cinereous beneath, withlongitudj~al 
black spot on the under part.s and thighs: the 
quill-feathers are subferruginous, barred with black, 
and the tail ferruginous, crossed by six narrow 
black bars; the bill blueish; the legs deep yt:llo.,,·, 
and rather stout or short than slender. -



lIEN-HA.RRIER. 

111 as. Falco cyuncus. F. cdbo-C4rultsctJII, callari b,,'''aete 
olbofllJcuque 'Curi(), remigibru /ilJci • 

Whitish-grey Falcon, with a collar of stiffish brown and whit 
feathers, and dusky quill.fe:lthers. 

Falco cyaneu. F. cera alba~ prdibllS fltloi', corpore tit 

cal/escente, arcil supen:ilial-i albo gulam cit/ge1lie. Li'l. Sy,t. 
Nut. 

Hen-Harrier. Penn. Bdt. Z(~l. 
Blue P...awk. Edrc. pl. 225. Bollt:mian Falcon? Lal". upPi.2. 
Fem. Falco l'ygalbUS. F. fu co fm-II illtoquc t'oriu . collari 

8uhrigente a/b() jilscoquc varia, ur;py!:,'w alba. remiaiI1lls!um' • 
Brown Falcon, witb ferruginous variegations, a collar of stiffish 

brown and white feathers, white rump, and du ky quill
feathers. • 

Falco Pygargus. 10'. cera pedibusque .flatu, corpore cjnerea, 
abdomi7le pal/ida m4cuiiIJ uhlongis rujis, oculoru.flJ orbita (Ifhu. 
Lin. Syst. ]{ at. 

Ring-Tail. PellII. Brit. Zool. Wilt.orn. Lath.~· . 

THIS bird, which is by no means uneo n in 
England, is principal1y een in low grotln !Il. heath~, 
marshes, & c. It preys on \. r jou ' ki nds of :;mallcr 
birds, as weU as on frogs, lizal'Js, \;l·C. {: ·c. It al '0 

---~ forms its nest on the round, among grass or rush 1\, 

and i not observed to settle, like many otlwr 
• hawks, on trees. The shape of the I I 'n-llarricr 

is elegant: the general length of th male bird is 
from sixt en to eighteen inches, and its colour a 
pale blucish-grey, the breatcl' wing-feathers being 
dusky Of black;sh, aod the ~i(le-featllcrs of the tail 
white, marked 'h ith dusky bars: the bill is bJackish; 
the)eg slender and yellow: the head, from behind 



BEN-BARRIER. 

the eyes to the fort: part of the neck, is encircled 
by a sligbt ruff or collar of stiffer 7eatbers than the 
rest ofthe plumage. 

The Female Hen-Harrier, commonly called the 
Ring:!'ail, differs so strikingly in its plumage as to 
have been often considered as a distinct species, 
andhas been described s such in the works of the 
most intelligent naturalists. Mr. Pennant imagined 
that the long-disputed point relative to the differ
ence of specie~ between the Hen-Harrier and the 
Ring-Tail bad at length been determined by the 
criterion of dissecliof1; a Ring-Tail having, on 
examination, turned out to be a male bird. It 
appears however, from the undeniable testimony 
of the most accurate bservers and (~xperienced 
sportsmen, tbat the abo~e obse.rvation, though true 
in itself, is by' no means conclusive. This, which 
appear at first to be highly paradoxical, is ex
pJai~ed by observing that the male Hen-Harrier, 
dm'ingIDe first years of its life, !s similar in plu
mnge to the female; and does not begin to acquil' 
its elegantly-pale colour till its age is considerably 

I-........... ~\'anced. This cil'cumstance, which seems now 
fully ascertained, renders it mmecessary to dwell 
farther on the su~ject than by giving a description 
of the female bird or Ring-Tail*. It usually mea- • 
sures from eighteen to twenty inches in lengtb, 

* Yet it is but just to add, that the conductor of the ingenious 
Mr. Bewick's highly elegant work on British Birds speaks of 
Hen-Harriers of both sexes having been observed, aDd, in con
&eq~DCe, IUPposes the Hen-Harrier and the RiDg-Tail to be tWQ 

4iitiact speciea. 
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and is of a ferruginous olour, with darker arie
galions; the mid Ie of each feather being far darker 
than the e()g , and the back deeper than other 
parts; the greater wing-feather are du ky, tbe 
rump white, and the tail ' brown, with broad fI r
l'uginou bars, the tip bing whit : the under parts 
of the bird are generally fay llowish or reddi. h 
cast, mal'ked with longitudinal brown or bl 'sh 
spots: round lhe neck is a rnff of stiff feathers, 
varied with brown and white: the ifides, cerc, n n 
legs are yellow, as ill the male bird. 

VA-R. 

Falco Hudsonius. F. cera pedibuslJuc jla'Ois, dOT 0 fUlco, • .,
perciliis albts, speculo alarum clZrulescenle. LiTi. S, t. Nat. 

Somewhat superior in size to the Briti h Ring
tail, and of a rather darker or browner cast: over 
each eye a white streak: beneath whitish with 
ferruginous spots: thighs barr d with th our; 
shorter wing-feathers blueish grey, flJrming a kind 
of specu1um on the wing; tail-feathers, except thl! 

two middle ones, whitish with ferruginous bars; 
bill blueish; cere and legs orange. Inhabit H,"""'·----I 
son's Bay, flying and preying in a similar manner 

• to the European Ring.Tail, and occasionally l'ary .. 
ing into a deep ferruginous colour. 
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Marsh Hawk. Edu'. pl. 291. 

This, which occurs in North merica and in th 
'West-Indian islands, differs in being somewhat 
]arger than the EUfoptlan kind, ;tnd in having a 
black streak aero s the eyes, above which is a 
white line descending below the cheeks and meet
in in front of the n ck: the rump is white; the 
b bluei. h; the cere and Jegs orange: these 

however appear in Edward's figure to be 
rather short and stout than slender, a.s in the 
European Ringtail. 

VAR. 

Cayenne Ring-Tail. LallI, syn . 

. r variety from climate. Native of South 
America: larger than the European Ringtail, and 
of a d ep brown above with a cast of blueish grf.:y 
on the winO's: a yellowish streak over the eye, 

~--~ld continued into the ruff or collar: under parts 
reddish lmfT-co}our, each fea.ther marked by a brown 
streak down the haft: rump white: tail barred • 
with deep and light brown: lJill black; cere blue: 
leg~ yellow. 
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BLA -THROATED PALCO . 

Falco melanobronchos. F. "!fcscens, nigra fascia/lis, ri1pi/r 
pallido nigra linea/a, jllgvlo nigro. 

Rufescent Falcon, barred with black, the bead pal with black 
streaks, lind the throat black. 

Falco nigricollis. Latll. illd. om. Black-Necked Falcon. 
Lath. '!In. 

THIS bird wa in th Leverian fus urn, nd 
was said to b a native of Cayenne. It length 
was nearly two feet; its col r rurOll trnn v r ly 
barred with black, the bars on the und ' r {I rts 
being much narrower than on 1 npp r: th 
l)Cad pale, ith longitudinal bln'k str ak': the 
throat and larger quill-feathers black; th bill dark 
brown, and the leg yellow, 

PlED l"ALCON. 

Palco picatus. F. (aihicollis.) llCdibtu jiavis, capite collo dlma 
{ultice corporcque .ubtu albi, prnni6 interscapularibUl ma~· __ .... 
quadratis nigris, afis nigrislIlbo macl/lati. Lath. indo am. 

White Falcon, with yellow legs, interscapular-feathers marked 
with square black spots, and black quill.feather lIj.ott<.-d 
inten~ally with white. 

MENTIO~ED by Mr. J.atham in his Supplement 
under the title of IVhite-Necked Ftl/.con. Said to 
inhabit Cayenne. Length onc foot ten inche . 
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ASIATIC PALCO 

Falco Asiaticus. F. pediblU ,emilanatil jla'Ci;, corpore jIJlCo 
; 

IUhtus albo, pectore striato, rectncibu8 gri.eo-al-genteis ezieriore 
jl14cii. quinque ob,olcti8. Lath.. indo om. 

Frown Falcon, with balf-feathered legs, body white beneath, 
. striped breast, and silver-grey tail, the outer feather marked 

by obscure bars. 

LENGTH tw ty-two inches. General colours of 
body and wings nearly similar to those of the 

Buzzard: bill blueishrblack; legs yellow. Native 
of China. Mention d by Mr. La.tham from thp. 
collection of Sir Joseph Banks_ 

JOHANNA FALC'O 

Fa nensis. F. pcdibus [uteis, corpol'ejerrugipto 'Pllllct is 

linearibu$ nigris, gula lu~escente, "emigibu8 fusco-71igricantibu6. 
cauda cuneiformi, tectricibus albis. Latll. illd. 8rn. 

Ferrugino)1s Falcon, with linear black spots, subluteous throat, 
brownish black wing-feathers, cuneiform tail, white tail-
coverts, and yellow legs. . 

MENTIONED by Mr. Latham from a manuscript 
in the posse 'sion of the late Dr. othcrgill. Said 
to inhabit India and the island of Johanna. \ 
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lilA AOASCAR FALCON. 

Falco Madagascariensis. E. Ctlruu, IUpra fligro fIUU:Ulct ,'116-
tw striaill', genis Rudis, caud4 n gr.a fo.·t£ia mcdia alba. 

Grey Fal~on, above spotted. beneath barred ith black ilk 
naked cheeks, and black tail with a white middl bar. 

L'Autour a ventre rayc de Madagascar: Sumltrat, f'0]. IJIIl. 
2. pl. 103. 

SIZE of a common Pheasant: bill black; I ('f 

yellow: larger wing-feather white half way, with 
(Iblique black bands,; the ti s bIt ck. ati" of 
Madaiascar, where it was ob rved by onl1cr.at. 

RHOMBEATED 'FALCON. 

Falco rhombe:ttus. F. supra gri&eU$ nigra fasciatus, capit( nigro. 
subtus 8uhjCl'rllgineus, mucu/is rllO'nbeatis mgris, C/luda, . ("'cii, .... J .- ..J.7' 
oblilJllil. 

Falcon with black head, upper parts grey barred with black. 
lower parts pale ferruginous with rhombic black spot Ii, ancl 
tail crossed by oblique black bar . 

Falco rhorobeus. F. pedlblls 1.J:oicantibus, Illpra gri us ,ub 
fuscus IMculis "hombds, rectricibul fa3ciis und,cim obliljui, 
nigra·s. Lath. ina. ONI. Rhomboidal Falcon. lAth.6Itppl. 

N~ Tl VE of India, frequenting th borders of the 
Ganges: length nineteen ' hes. 
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THARU F AL('O • 

Falco ThaNS. F. aliJidm nigra aaculatu8, crilla occipital, 
remigibm caud~u4! apice ,Ii ris. 

Whitish Falcon spotted with black; th~ occipital crest, wing
feather ,and tip of the tail black. 

Tharu. :Mollina nut. Nat. Chit." 

SIZE of a large fowl: bill whitish: legs ye)}ow: 
female small , than th male, and of a grey colour. 
Thi species, according to Molina. is common in 

hili, fe ding both on dead and living prey; which 
latter it i ,aid to Ii in wait for, and seize suddenly, 
not pursuio<r it, like others of the aquiline tribe. 
It build in tall tr es. ., 

RUBIGINOUS FALCON. 

"-- - -' 

Falco rubiginosus. F. fU$cU~, S1lbtus albescenti-luLeus, macula 
pectorali lutea, recJricibu8 fosdi$ quatuor tesLaeeis. Lath. 
indo om. 

Brown Falcon, whitish-Iuteous beneath, with luteou8 pectora! 
[""'"'''!'"'-- spot, and four testaceous bars. 

NATIYE of .. lavonia. The bill if; black, the 1 gs 
yellow, and the head Isabella·coloured. 

\ 



SCt VONIAN F.\lCON. 

Falco Sclavonicus. F. ce,.a II/feB pedibw, txcrptis digilis, 
lanatis, corpore ItStaCto macuiis nigril, rapitt! • collo Illhu'/wri
bus. Kram. El. p. 329. 

Falcon with luteous cere, testaceous body with blac spots, 
head and neck whitish, and leg featb red, xC<'pt on the 
toes. 

SIZE of a common Cf)ck. Inhab\ts .lav ma 
and is perhaps no other thal1 a variety of th 
preceding. 

• RANIVOROUS FALCON. 

Falco ranivorus. F. Juscus, slIbtus alhido -carius, fcmlJribli 
crissoque rtJ!01errugineis. Lath. Suppl. Ind. 0111. 

Brown Falcon, beneath varied with whitish, with rufo-ferru-
ginous thighs and vent. 

Le Grenouillard. Ltoaill. Ois. AJr. 1. pl. 23. 

NATIVE of the Cape of Good Hop : siz (I[ til 
Moor-Buzzard, to which it is much allied; builds 
among ru~hes, with the stalks of leav s f water--
plant, and feeds principally on frogs, and on 

! young wat r-fowl. A variety> still more rc mbling 
the 10or-Buzzard, ha beel) also observ d, and a 
third quite black with the rump white; but jf this 
be supposeu of the same ~pecies, it is evid nt that 
no depe~l(lance can be placed on the proposed 
specific character. 
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Paleo testaceus. 
remigibus albo-maculatil cauda 011.]1-11 
Stlppl. indo orn. 

Testaceous Falcon, white beD.";· mkscent abdomen, 
wing-feathers spotted wl\.~r_~ .. sod white tail with dllsky 
bars. 

Falco tesl.aceus . DaMf'a. 
Falco Javanicps? 

capite colla et 

bands 

F. can us, 8ubtw /1I1e0 tranIVerac lintailll, caudiJ 

Grey Falcon, with dusky lin~ bars beneath, and white tail. 
L·Aeoli. Levaill. oil. 

allied to the Hen-Harrier, but 
~n.B:i.lo~1t in proportion: bill blueish; ,~re , 

8 yellow. nhabits the Cape \ 
--..... b by the name of 1 

lJUIlPIII. ,I·U bushes, and 
tog~her. 
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4X~RY ALCO. 

Falco axillaris. F. C12Mtiucelt" .ubt!CI albidlll, rtrrtigibtu, 'IIJ1tr. 
cilii'I"agaqlAe lUillari nigril. 

Ceerulescent Falcon, whitish beneath, with black quill-feathers, 
eyebrows, and :I1illary patch. 

Axillary Falcon. Lat". S.",z. 2. p. 42. 

ALLJED to the Hen~Harrier, but does not appear 
to be furnished with the wf<:ath of tifflsb feathers 
~o remarkable in that bird. ative of ew HoI· 
land. 

JACKAL FALCON. 

Falco Jackal. F.1figricaru, 'lJbtu; 4100 Oariul, pecto~ cmag" 
bre'Oi r'!fil. LatA. Suppl. i7ld. orn. 

Blackish F'alcon, variegated beneath with white, with tho breast 
and short tail rufous. 

Falco Jackal. Daudill. orn. 2. p. 161. 
I.e Rouooir. u'Oaill. oil. 

NATIVE of the Cape of Good Hope: size of -Buzzard, but thicker bodied, and with aborter 
taiJ in proportion, which is of a deep rufous colour. 

;
With a black spot ncar the tip of each feather. At 
the Cape it is named the Jackal.Bird, on account 

J of its note, which is said to resemble the cry of that 
. animal. It bllilds among tl)ick trees in 'the neigh

bourhood of 4ouses, and preys on various kinds of 
vermin. 



DESER ALCON. 

Falco Desertorum. F. rufus, subtlU pallidU6 strii6 ob$olet/6, 
cauda fasciis obscuris, remigihu8 lIigris. Lath. Suppl. 2. 

Rufous Falcon, pale beneath wilb obscure streaks, black qllill
feathers, and tail marked by dU&ky bars. 

NATIVE of the Cape: size somewhat smaller 
than that of a Buzzard, and the tail longer in 
proportion: ~annel'S and note similar to those of 
the Buzzard. 

BLACK-THIGHED FALCON. 

Falco tibialis. P. griseo-fuscus, gula alba, corpore subtu$ rufes
cenle strii fuscis,fernol'ibus rtigris. Lath. i lld. om. suppl. 

Grey-Brown Falcon, with white throat, rufeseent body witil 
brown streaks, and black thighs. 

Black-1highed Falcon. Lath. Suppl. 2. 

Le Faucon a culotte noire. Levail. is. pl. 29. 

LARGER than a Pigeon. under mandible trun
cated: tail rather rou nded: bill lead-coloured ; cere 
and legs yellow. Inhabits the Grand Namaquas, 
where it wa observed by Levaillant: preys on 
leverets, &c. 
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BL K-EY FALCON. 

Falco melanops. F. ~upra Iligricans, capite cano, ol'bitis nilfrU. 
8ubtus ferrugintus lintis !:il/erets tram'llfr is. 

Blackish Falcon, with cinereou head and black orbits, ben nth 
ferruginous with transverse cinereons lin . 

Falco melanops. F. lupm nigricans. subtu ftrrllginfUS liJu:U 
cinereis trans'tltrsis, orbitis nigri6. Lalh. indo orn, suPpJ. 

Blaclt-Eyed Falcon. Lath. indo or",. slIppl. 

LEN GTR, according to Mr. Lathard, about thirty
five inches: native of New Holhn1d. 

POUBLE-TOOTBED PALCON. 

Falco bidentatus. F. rostro bidt1ltato fusco corpore plum/.leo, 
pectore abdomineque rl!fis, cmso albo, remigibusjasciis plurwlII. 
rectricibus tribus alMs. Lath. indo onl. 

Falcon with brown double-toothed bill, lead-coloured OOy, 
rufous breast and belly •• white vent, quiU-feathers mark d 
with several imd the tail with three wblte bars. 

Notched Falcon. Loa,. 8}JR. 'uppl. 

LENGTH fourteen inch s: under mandible d 
l('gs yellow: native of Cayelll1 



Fako calidus. F. ptdilHujlavil. corpore/usco.nigro ItIhtUl4ibo 
iunuas Rigri8. rectricibul JtUciil olJ,o/dil. lAtA. itltl. 0"". 

Yellow' legged Falcon, with blackibh-brown body, white be· 
th with black crescents, and tail marked by indistinct pal 

bars. 
Bebree Falcon. Latll. syn. suppl. 

NATIVE of,India; where it is oalled Behree. 

CHICQUERA FALCON." 

FalcQ Chicquera. F. calrulestens subtus aOJlu; 'Vert ice nllcllaque 
firrugineo·rujif, caudaJascia nigra. Lath. indo orn. suppl. 

Blueish Falcon, white beneath. with rufo-ferruginous crown 
and nape, and a black bar acroSs the tail. 

Le Chicquera. Ll."Vaili. ois. pl. 22. 

THIS is perhaps no other than a ariety of the 
Falco cil'rhatus before described, with which it 
agrees in the general colour, and in the structure 
otille lower mandiblt, which is truncated " at the 
tip; but it is entirely destitute of a crest on the 
head. Mr. Levaillant supposes it to be a native 
of India. 
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,. 
BLACK-WI OED FALCON. 

Falco melanopterus. E. canus, lIhtll. albus, cauda ubrufe ''tllte 
lIJ.hjorjicata, alarum teclril."ibIJI nigri8. 

Grey Falcon, white beneath, with subrufescent sllbfomcated 
tail and black wing-coverts. 

Falco melanopterus. F. ptdjbul plumosjl, carpol'e ClZrule,ctnte 
subtus alba, tectricibul alarum nigru. Lat~. indo orn. 'uppl, 

Le Blac. Levaill. oit . pl. 36. 37. 

SIZE of a Ke tril: irid orang bill black: leg 
short and yeUow: the fem J , as u ual in thi 
genus, is somewhat lar re r, and of I . d cid d 
colours. Native of Africa: upp oed to feed prin
cipally on ins ct of the locust tribe. 

RADIATED FALCON. 

Falco radiatus. F. jerrugineUf, ,1i8ro triato-maculatUl, aU 
caudaque ewngata Jus cis nigra fasciatis. 

Ferruginous Falcon with black treaks and 8pot , with brown 
quill-feathers and lengthened tail, both barred with black. 

Falco radiatus. F. 1Iigro radlato-fIIIlculatu., corport:jtl'l'/I co. 
ali, calldaqlJe e/OfIgatafi"ci. lAth. ~·nd. ant. rupp/. 

Radiated Falcon. Latll. '!III. luppi. 2. 

/ LENGTH nearly two fi t: colonr bright ferru-
ginou, with num rOils black pots and linear 
streaks: bill black; cer , orbit, and 1 gs blue: 
qnill-feathers and tail brown with several black 
oars. Nativ of New Holland. 

12 

• 
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RUFOU,S-HEADED FAtCON • 

:FalcO meridionalis. F. cera gulaque luteis, capite colloqlle r'!ftl 
fuseo nigrO'l)e stnam, abdomine albido fasciolis cinereis, rectrici
blls quotuor intermediis fascia W'li,:a, lateralibus sex pallidis. 

tho indo orn. 
Falcon with luteous cere and throat, rufous head and neck 

wi~h black or brown streaks, white belly with ash-coloured 
bars, the two middle tail-feathers marked by a .ingle and the 
side ones by s~x pale bands. 

Falco meridionalis. Latll. indo orn. 
Rufous-Headed Falcon. Lath. sgt!. 

NATIVE of Cayenne: scapulars ash-coloured 
barred with brown: quills cream-colour, barred 
with narrow black lines : length nineteen inches. 

FORSKA-HL'S FALCON. ' 

Falco Forskahlii. Falco cera pcdibusgul! semiianatisfia'l!is, slIpra 

cinerclIs lubtus ferrugincus, alis supra fuscis, cauda forJicata 
fU6co-fasciata longitudine corporis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. 

T-alcon with cere and half-feathered legs yellow, above cinere
ous, beneath ferruginous, the wings brown above, the tail 
forked, of the length of the body, and banded with brown. 

Falco regyptius. Lin. Sgst. Nat. Gmel • . 
Falco cinereo-ferrugioeus. FOI'.k. F. Arab. 

NA TIVE of Egypt, where it is said to be very 
common in summer: size somewhat maller than 
a common Kite: length eighteen inches. By an 
oversigl1t, very pardonable in arranging this nu-
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merous genus, the present specie i t ice particu
larized in the GIl linian edition of th y tema 
Naturre, viz. first under the title of Falco regyptiu , 
and again under that of F. For kahlii . 

• 

KESTRIL. 

Falco TinunClllus. F. jerruginelU lIigro maculatu , capite CCllI

d«qUl (maris) canis, hac fascia subterminali nlgra. 
Ferruginous Hawk spotted with black, t1l head lind tail (of the 

male) grey, the latter marked by 30subterminal black bar. 
Falco Tinllnculus. F. cera pedihsque flavia, dorso nifo punctil 

nigris,pectore striisfuscilcauda rotulllIata. Lill. 'Jst. Nat. 
l'he Kestril, Stannel, Windhover. Will. orn. p. 84. Pnrn. 

Brit. Zool. edit. Jul. p. oS. pl. A. Haye. Brit. Bird,. pl. 4. 

By far the most elegant of the smaller British 
IIawk : general length of the male about fourteen 
inches, and the breadth about two feet three inche : 
colour of the back and wing-cov rt bright ferru
ginous, spotted with black: the quill-fenth rs blaClk 
with pale edges; the head blueish grey with sman 
longitudinal black streak ; and the tail biu -gr 
with a broad black bar near the tip, whlch is white: 
the under parts of the bird are pale or yellow-

lerruginous, with longitudinal black streaks: the 
bill is blue; the cere and legs yellow. The female 

I is much larger than the male: the colour of the 
back and wings less bright, and the spots di posed 
into transverse bars; the hea<i pale ferruginous, 
streaked with black, and the tail of similar colour, 
marked by Dumercus black bars, that at the tip 

• 
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being rather broader than the rest • . It is said that 
the male bird scarcely differ~ from the female in 
plumage during its first and second year. 

The Kestril is a very common inhabitant of our 
own country, and in clear weather i very frequent-

. ly served in the state so well described by Mr. 
Pennant, viz. "fixed, as it were, in One place, and 
fanning the air with its wings." At such times it 
is intent on its prey below, which frequently con
sists of the different species of ~eId-mice, frogs, 
&c. It also prey on birds, and such is the violence 
with which it sometimes directs its horizontal flight, 
either in avoiding some more powerful enemy of 
its own tribe, or in the ardent pursuit of distant 
l)rey, that it has been known to br~ak through a 
pane of glass, and fall stunned into the middle of 
a room in which were two opposite windows*. 
It has been often trained to the pursuit of the 
small r kind of game, and ~s said to have been 
excellent in the chace of partridges and quails, and 
sometimes even of heasants. It usually breeds 
either in tall trees, the hollows of rocks, or of lofty 

'Wers and ruins, and) s four eggs, similar ill 
colour to those of the Ring-TaiL The best figures 
of the Kestril are those in the folio edition of the 
British Zoology. , 

* Such an event 1 remember tQ have happened; and it was l 
supposed that some pigeons on the opposite side might have 1 
occasioned the Hawk's mistake. 
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Par. 

LEAV-COLOURED KESTRIL. 

Entirely lead-coloured or ciner OUS, e cept th 
tail, which was blackish, and the thighs and nt, 
which were fulvous. Suppa ed to be a native of 
Germany. 

S'POTTED G:kEY KESTR(L. 

Back, wings, and tail cinereous or ash-colour, 
barred with dusky or blackish spots: head and
whole body beneath subfulvous, the breast and 
belly streaketl by small blackish shaft- tripes: tail 
lead-coloured, with several black bars: throat and 
front yellowish white: bill blackish horn.colour, 
with the base of the mandibles, cere, and legs 
yellow. Germany. 

Some other varieties of the Kestril, differing 
in size and colour, may be found in tht: works of 
omithological writers. 

• 



STONE FALCO 

Falco Lithofalco. F. ccra lutea, corporc supra' I stthtu 
rnfo mcu:ulis longitudinalibUl fuscis, ca.da cinerea, 'Versus apictta 
nigricante, apice alba. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. 

F/ltcon with luteous cere, body grey above. beneath rufol 
with longitudinal dusky spots, 'and cinGt.lOlls tail black to.
wards the tip, which is white. 

F. Lithofalco. F. cera lutea, 
Jescente atriis,fuscis, rccJt,ic,jja •• ~'I&'~M.l1IU 

natis, lateralibus 
Stone-Falcon. Will. 

447. 

neck are 
of the neck, br _ast, belly, sides, 
lower tail-coverts are brown wi'th black \ 

the larger wing-feathers are brown, barred 
on their inner webs with white, except \ 

the first, which is barred on both sides: the smaller 
wing-feathers are cinereous, barred internal1y with 
white: the tail cinereous, but blackish towards the 
end, tipped with white, and J.Ilarked by a few 
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f'oUNTAIN FALCON. 1 3 

blackish spots· : the cere, irides~ and legs re 
yellow: the bill cinereous blue, and the claw black. 
The above is the oescription given by Mon ieur 
onnini, who observes~ that the tone-Fale n. 

though an European bird, se ms to be but imper
fectly known. 

, 
l!OUNTAJN FALCON. 

Falco montanus. F. pcdillulluteis, corpore supra u f usco cinereo, 
gu!a juguloque albidi.t, maculati,: caudal bali ci'ltrea, mt~ 
nigricante, apice alba. Lin. Syst. Nat. Grnel. --~ 

Falcon with yellow legs, body above brown.cinereous, throat 
white and spotted, tail grey at the base, blackish in the 
middle, and wLile at the tip. 

Falco montanos. Raii. 0'0. p. 13. BrUl.ONl. 

Mountain Falcon. Will. om. Latla. 'Y'I. 

THIS is said to be less than the Peregrine Falcon, 
but with a shorter tail: the ~hroat spotted orne. 
times with black or ferru'ginous, and !>ometimes 
entirely black. Mr. Latham ob erves, after Brisson, 
that when the bird has arrived at its full col urs 

~ 

the head is b.ack. Brisson thinks it probable that 
it may be a variety of the Stone-Falcon, and like
wise mentions another variety of a cineI' ous colour 
above, paler on the wing-coverts. and beneath en
tirely white. 

* Mr. Lathem describes the tall as barred tl'aQivelJly with 
black, except on tlle two middle feathers. ' 
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LUNATED FALCO • 

. Falco lunulatu8. F. juseu" pectore maculo6o,jronte lunll,la colli 
, cQrporeque &ubtus jlave6cmtibu,. Lath. 8uppl. rnd. or". 
Brown Falcon, ' with spotted brea j front, crescent of the 

neck, and body beneath yellowish. 
Lunated Falcon. Lath. Buppl. '2. 

NATIVE of New Holland: length twelve inches: 
all the upper parts brown., the under buff-yellow, 
passi~g upwards in shape of a crescent on each 
sid~ under the eyes: }'reast marked with numerQu.s 
~ wn spots, and thighs with f!ne brown lines. 

PAIR FALCON. 

Falco claras. F./tiSeU8, eapue ~ corpor ,vwtus albo, VCl,tice ~ 
abdomine media crerult!scentibus. L Ir. Ii'Uppl. indo om. 

'Brown Fa!con, with the head and body beneath white, the top 
of the head and abdomen blueish in the middle. 

Fair Falcon. Lath. suppl. 2. ~ 

NATIVE of New Holland: length about twelve 
inches: legs and irides yellow: said to vary l~ 

having tl~e top of the head spotted ith black. 
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'LURID F LeON. 

Falco discolor. F. r!TiJea-nigrica1f.8, subhuftrru '1ItIU, tt lrici
bus i".!erioriIJuB alarum lr caudce albis. Ltt~. IIppl. illd. ON!. 

Blackisb-grey Falcon, beneath ferruginous, with the under 
wing and tail-coverts white. 

Rusty and grey Falcon. Lath. supp/. 2. 

MENTIONED by .r r. Latham from a description 
given in the Transaction i)f the tura} History 
Society of Paris: size not part\Cula~ized: native of 
Cayenne. 

SONNIN['S FALCON. 

Falco Sonninensis. F. cauda sulforcipata, corpore cinerro IUhtlil 

albo, tibii, piumosis. Lath. suppl. indo orn. 
Falcon witb -subforcipated tail, cinereous body white beneath, 

and plumed legs. 

LENGTH about a foot: bill very hooked, and an 
inch long: cere and leg yellow~ tail scarce r
ceptibly forked unless when expanded. .. ativ of 
Egypt, where, according to Monsieur Sonnini, it 
is common, hovering about over the rice-fields in 
the manner of a Kp.striJ. 
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VIl\KINO FALCON. 

Falco connivens. F. badius subtu.t jlavc8CenJ maculi& ftIM' , 
cervice 0/ axiljaribus albo-maculalis. Lath. suppl. incl. om. 

Brown Falcon, yellowish beneath with brown spots, with the 
neck and axillary feathers spotted with white. 

Winking Falc;on. Lath. sup pl. 2. 

SIZE of a Hen-Harrier: quill and tail feathers 
barred with w"aite. Native of New Holland. 

'PACIFIC FALCON. 

Falco pacifi.cus. F. fuscus nigro '1IlaCulatu8, ~uUItS jlavescfTI' 
lineis lIigris, capite c()lloquc albis. Latlt. suppl. indo om. 

Brown Falcon spotted with black, beneath y~lowish witI'. 
black lines j the head and neck white. 

LENGTH from sixteen t.o ejg lteen ind e bill, 
irides, and legs yellow: tail longish, with seven or 
eight oblique black hal'S. Native of New Holland. 
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co Nisus. F. grneo-flUcu$, 6t II a/bidu, fi f> und.JtJI " 
cauda nigra fasciala apice alba. 

Grey-Brown Hawk, beneath whitish uollulated with bro 11. 

tail barred with black, and white at the tip. 
Falco Nisus. F. cera viridi, pedibu$ jlavis, abdo1lline alb. gril~ 

undulato, caudafasciis nigricantibus. Lill. S!Jst. Nat. 
Spa~ow-Hawk. Will. urn. Pe",.. Brit. Zool. LAt".lp. 

THIS w II-known speci s, so r markable for the 
ravages it commits in th n i hbourhood of dov -
houses, &c. is numbered by Falconers among tli -
short-winged Hawk, or such in which the wine-$ 
when closed fall short of the end of the tail. It i. 
a species ill which the difference of size betw n 
the male and female is more remarkable tball in 
most other Hawks; the male usually mea 'w'jng 
about twelve inches, and the female fIfteen. The 
general colour j grey-brown abov • varying in 
depth or ' intensity in different individual : tl 
quill-feathers are marked by blacki h or du ky 
bars, and the tail is crossed by four or five bI k
ish ba~s: the under parts of the bird are whit , 
elegantly crossed or undulated by nUJ1lcrou linear 
dusky or blackish bal's: the bill is dusky-blue, th 
cere and legs yellow. In some bil'ds the throat 
and breast are marked by perpendicular rufous ot' 

, dusky streaks, whilp. the ""bdomcn is barred as 
before described,; and in some a ca t of ferruginous 
takes place on various parts of the plumage. u Tllis, 
lays Mr. Pennant, is the most pernicious Hawk 
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we have; and makes great havoc among pigeons ~ 
as well as' partridges. It build in hollow trees, in 
old nests of crows, large ruins, and high rocks, 
and lays four white eggs, encircled near the blunter 
end with red specks." 

Monsieur Brisson mentions a variety of th l=;! 
Sparrow-Hawk, spotted and otherwise varied with 
white; and Mr. Latham records an elegant speci
men entirely of a milk-whit,~ colour, which was 
shot in Dorse.tshire. 

I'lGEON-HAWK. 

Falco columbarius. F. griseus, subtw; albus lIIaculis oblongis 
nigris, cauda fusca fasciis quat'llor cinerei3. 

Grey Hawk, white beneath with oblong black spots, and brown 
tail crossed by four grey bands. 

Falco columbarius. F. cera pedibmqlle luteis, corpore fuseD 
$ubtus albido, cauda fusca fasciis til ribus qua{~or alms: Lill. 
Syst. Nat. . 

Pigeon Hawk. Catesb. Caral. 1. pl. 3 • 

.. 
THIS is a Torth-American specie, and seems to 

have been first d scribed by Catesby in his Natural 
History of Carolina. It usually measures about 
ten or twelv inches in length, and is of a blueish 
gr y colour above, with a dark or blackish streak 
011 each feather: the quill-feathers are du ky, and 
marked on their inner webs with large, oval, whIte 
spot,: the tail is long, of a black colour tipped 
with white, and ~rossed by four bands of blueish 
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grey: the hind-bead i g rally spotted with pale 
ferruginou., and "the under part. of the bird are 
white, with large oblong bla k pot. Thi pecies 
i~ found from Hudson's Bay Iowa uth rolina. 
In Hndson's Bay it app ars, a<:cQrdin rr to Mr. 
Pennant, in May, on th bank of the evern river; 
breeds, and retires south in autumn. It fe ds on 
small birds, aud on the appl'Oa h of any p r on 
flies in circles, and makes a gr t hricking. It 
forms its nest in a rock, or some hQllow tree, w'th 
sticks and grass, and lines it with ~ athers. It lay 
fi'om two to ' four eggs, wI' eh ar white pott d 
with red. In Carolina it is observed to prey :~ 
pigeons an he young of wild turkies. 

Va,.. 

DUBlOT1S FALCON. 

This is described by Mr. Pennant in his Arctic 
Zoology, and is probably a variety of th . preceding 
bird. Its length is about ten inch s: the Lill 
dusky; the cere, legs, and iride yellow: the head 

Ii .. 

dusky with ferruginous treaks; th back and wmg-
covert brown, edged with ferruginou ; th pri
mary or large wing-feathers duo ky asl -colour bar-
red with black; the inner webs marked tran ver' ly 
with oval ferruginous spots: the bres t and beBy 
dull white! with oblong ~fOwn streaks nearly as in 
the English Merlin: the tail long, deep cinereous, 
crossed with four black bars. 
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GREAT·DILLED SPARRO~·HAWK . 

Falco magnirostris. F. cera 1Jedibusque jlt¥Vil, corpore npra 
fU6CO 8UbtUS alba ferrugineo &triat", cauda Jasciis nigril d 
albis, Lill, SYst. Nat. Gmel. 

Hawk with yellow cere and legs, body brown above, white 
beneath with transverse ferruginous streaks, and tail marked 
by black and white bars. 

Epervier a,gros bec de Cayemle, BlI:ff. ois. Pl. En[. 464 • 

• 
SLIGHTLY described by Buffon> who received it 

from Cayenne: size spmewhat larg or than that of 
__ ...::Spanow-Ha"'k, to which it is much allied, but 

has a larger hill in pl'Oportion, and e throat is 
subferruginous. 

'INGRIAN FALCON. 

Falco espertin , F. Jusca.coeruleG ellS, SUbttlS alilidus, CtrtJ 
p,dibus polpcbrisque iutcis crisso je11loribusque jerrugineis. 

Blueish-brown Falcon, whitish beneath, with yellow cere, 
eyelids, and legs,lmd ferruginous vent and thighs. , 

Falco vespertin.us. ~P. cera pcdwlIs palpebrisque luteis, cri$$/) 

JemoribuslJueftl'rugu!eis. Lin. Syst. Nat. G11lel. 
Ingrian Falcon. Lalli. sYll.. 

~IZE of a pigeon: bill yellow with a brown tip: 
natiye of Russia and Siberia, flying chiefly in the 
evening, and even by night, and preying princi
pallyon quails. The bird which I have already 

\ 
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described as a suppos d riety of the KestriJ, 
under the title of. Lead-coloured Kestril, may 
perhaps belong to the pre ent species. 

GUIANA f Leo . 

Falco 6uperciliosns. F. cera pedibus palpcbrisque ltUcU. corpore 
fusco alhido ulldu/ato, remigibus firrllgineil nigro ftMCiati#. 
Lin. Syn. Nat. 

Falcon with luteous cere, eyelids, and legs, Itrown body with 
whitish undulations, and ferruginous wing-feather band 
with black. . . 

Guiana Falcon. Latlr. syn. - -
IT is" according to Linneeu " of the ize of a 

Magpie, with the body brown abov , the lower 
parts and thighs thickly undulated with bla k: the 
~\'ing-feathers ferruginous with ('\ieral black bars, 
but the secondaries are whitish on their hind r 
edges~ the tail is black, with two broad cinereou 
bars, and is also cinereous at the tip: the vent i 
white with black variegations: the ey -brow naked 
beneath and prominent: the 101' .s or spaces be
tween the bill and eye be et with black spreadiflft . 
bristles: the bill and leg black: the under winO'
coverts white, with very fine black line. Native 
of S'outh America. 
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-CAPE KES':'ltIL. 

,alec Capenais. F. IUpra ferrugineul nigro maculatul, Itlb(u. 
r,!/o..jltl'tluctn8 maculis longitudi"alibu8 nig1'is, cauda albido 
ttigrogue fasciam. . 

Falcon, ferruginous above with black spots, beneath Tufa
fiavesent with longitudinal blatk spots j and the tail marked 
by black and whitish bars. 

Le Montagnard. Levaill. ;is. pl. 35. 

So much allied is this bird to the Falco Tinnun
culu or European Kestril, that w~ can har y 
onsider it in any oth r light than as the Kestril 

modified' and in some degree altered by the etTect 
of climat. The figure given by Monsieur LE'vaiI
Jant under the title of Le Montagnard, seems to 
differ in scarcely any material respect from a 
f4 male Kestril. It is however, accordinO' to Levail·· 
lant, a larger bird, and differs in having t.he tall 
more rounded, and barred in a similar manner in 
both sexe , while the wings are somewhat shorter 
in prolJortion. It is found in many of the interior 
parts of Africa, and is likewi~e very common at th 
Cap of Gooel Hope, wher it i called the red or 
stone·falcon. It is chiefly ob rved in high and 
rocky situations, and fe d on thE' 'maller kind of 
quadrupeds, lil;ards, in ects, c. It makes its nest 
among rocks, of dry twigs and grass, and lay ix, 
seven, or ven eight eggs, whicl re of a de p 
rufous. colour, resembling til plumage of th~ bird 
it elf. 

\ 
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THE HOBJIY. 

Falco Subbuteo. F. 6I1bc",.."ko ni rican" IUbtau 
oblongis fwei" genii utri1UJue macula ae,,:cnarnt. 

131ueish-dusky Falcon, beneath white with 
and cheeks marked on each side by a 

Falco Subbuteo. F, cera pedibusque 
lIlba. abdomine palMo macltii 

The Hobby. Will. orn. Pen". 

THE .Hobby is 
" It is, says he, a 
England, and ~ .... ~rJ 

.weighs seven ~ ... . 
breadth two 
yellow: .. 

itl a prCH:eI-';r. .• 1II 

twp pale 
o e po'nti ('f'downwards: the co t:1 

e of tbe same colour with the b 
ged with rust-colour: the 

secondary and quill-feather 
transverse reddish spot . 
with oblong t~ ,.,.'. "'"'''"'' 
pale or ~: the wo middle .<:;"',1Iel 
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the. 

are ent lyof a ep dove-colo s are 
barred on their interior sides with rust-colour and 
tipped with a dirty W Ite. The spots on the breast 
of the female are of a higher colour than those of 

'. VII. 1!l 
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19<i ORANGE-BREASTED HOBBY. 

the male: it is greatly superior in size: jts legs 
have a tinge of green; in other respects it re
sembles the former." 

ORANGE-BREASTED HOBBY. 

Falco aUl'antius. F. ro~t)·o pedibusque plumbeis, corpore mgn
cante, dursu basique caudlE f asciis albicantibus interrupt is, pec
torefulfXJ,jem.oribusjerrugineis. Lath. indo orn. 

Palcon with lead. coloured bill and legs, blackish body with the 
back and base of the tail marked by inte,rrupted whitish bars, 
fulvous breast, and ferruginous thighs. 

Urauge-Breasted Hobby. Lath. syn., 

T HE different specimens o{this bird raJ'Y in size, 
some measuring ten, and others 6ft,een inches : 
the'Y also vary in intensity of colour, somp. being 
marked with blueish instead of whitish bands on 
the back; and the smaller varieties have orang€,
coloured legs. Supposed to be a llati\,e of Sou th 
America. 
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GREATER BOBBY. 

Falco pioetariu9. P. supra ni~ro-ct1!rule,ce1!.r, jasciil oOlO[ttu 

cinereis nifo-griseisque, subtUB rufu-albus geniI fligrir. 
Falcon of a blueish black colour above with obscure cinereous 

and rufous-grey bars, beneath rufous-white with black 
cheeks. 

F. Subbuteo.Major. F. [asciatu, supra nigrica1l8 ,ublu, nifo.. 
albus, genis nigril, futricibusjuBco ci1lereo~uefasciali$. lAIh. 
indo orn. Buppl. 2. 

Der Grosse Baumfalke. AUg. Ueb. der Vog. 1. Zusas •. p. 660. . , .. 
THIS is much allied to the common Hobby, 

but according to its describers, is as large as a 
Raven. In its colours it considerably resembles 
the Peregrine Falcon, and inhabits the pine-forests 
of Germany, preying on · hares, grous, and small 
birds. The female is considerably larger than 
the male, and Jess distinct in colours. In both 
the spots on the under parts are disposed into a 
kind of bars. 
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ruco plambeuli. F. cera obscuril. ptdibU8 ,jlirrJia. capite dorsa 
infima abdOmineque cinercis, reet ricibu8 latcrlllib'lts intu8 maculis 
rilms albis. Lath. indo orn. 

Falcon with obscure cere, yellow Jegs, bead, Jower part of back, 
and abdomen cinereousJ and tail·feathers marked internally 
with three white spots. 

potted-Tailed ijobby. Lath. ind, ltt'1l. 

S IZE of a Sparrow-Hawk. Native of Cayenne. 
Described by 111'. Latham {WID a preserved spe· 
cimen. 

= , ;, 

"'THE MERLI~. 

Falco lEsalon, F. cera pcdihllsque jla-cis, ct1pite jerrugil1C0, 
corpore "'pI'a ex crerulescentc cinerea, maculis striistjlle ferl'!~
gincis, suhtllS ex jlavicante albo maculis oUlongis. Lin. Syst. 
Nat. Gmcl. 

Falcon with yellow cere . and legs, f~rruginous head, body 
.above blueish g'rey with fC ginous spots and streaks, be-

neath yellowish white with oblong spots. 
Falco JE,salon. Bri~s. ol'n. 

Merlin. Will. am. Pe-/m. Brit. Zool. edit.jiJI. p. 70. pl. A. 12. 

THE 1ferlin is the smallest of the British Hawks. 
and scarcely' exceeds the size of a Blackbird. It 
is thus accurately described by Mr. Pennant. 
"The Merlin weighs near five ounces and a half: 
its length is twel rc inches; its breadth twenty-five: 

- the bill is of a bluejsh lead-colour; the cere of a 

·1 
i 
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lemon-cwour: the irides very da.rk, almo t hI 
the head is ferrur;inous, and each feath r is marked 
with a bl ck streak along the shaft: the back nd 
wings are of a deep blueish ash-colour, adorn 
with ferruginous strt!aks and spots, and ed ed wit 
the same: the quill-feathers are a.lm~st black, mark
ed with reddish oval spots: the under ~overt of 
the wings brown, beautifully marked with round 
white spots: the tail is five inches long, crossed 
,"ith alternate bars of dusky and reddish clay
colour: on some of thl; feathers o( the arne bird 
are thirteen, on some fift.ecyn; but in one bird I 
examined were no more than eight: the br ast 
and belly are of a yellowish white, marked with 
oblong brown spots pointing downwards: the leg 
yellow: the wings when closed rea.ch within an 
inch and a half of the end of the. tail. This specie" 
1\-'as often trai~ed for hawking, and small as it is, 
was inferior to none in point of spirit: it was used 
for taking partridges, which it would kill by a 
single stroke on the neck. The Merlin flies low, 
and is often seen along road-sides, skimming from 
one side of t.he hedges to the Qther in search of 
prey." • 

The Merlin, according to Mr. Pennant, uoes 
not breed in England, but mrgrates into this 
country in October, about the time that the Hobby 
disa.ppears. Mr. Latham however, on the au
thority of a highly respectable observer, assures 
us that it breeds in CUlfl berland, placing its nest 
on the ground, III the manner of the Ring-Tail. 
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Of this two i1ll!l.onces have ocCllrred, alld in both 
were observed four young birds! The eggs, on 
the authority of the Portland Museum, are said to 
be of a plai~ chocolate·brown colour, roundish, 
and an inch an~ a quarter in length. 

Par, 

CARIDBEE MERLIN • 

. 
Inhabits the Antilles, and is btlt very little su~ 

1>erior in size to a '1'hrush. It is rufous ahove, 
spo-::ted with black; and beneath wliite, with black 
longitudinal spots. Another variety is recorded 
by Buffon, allied in habit to the Hobby, and 
figuted in the Planches Enluminees under the title 
of Emerli~lon. Huffon calls it Esmerillon des Fau
conniers. 

I 
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Falco Dominicen i . 
St. Domingo Fal 
Ernerillon de St. DQml!lllt:le. 
:New York erliDl. 

A MOST e ant species, gr at)y 
appt:: rant' to the Ke tril, but 
smulLer pize, and the maJe f a 
aspect, being f a fine d p f rro I 

9 

nd 

--

above, omewhat p~Ier or y How r neath, iVith 
a white throat, tb b k spot d with black, the 
wing..cov rts of fine dove-colour or blt.~-gr y 
with black pots tbe quill-£ ather blacki h, th 
tail ferru il10US with a black bar near th tip, an 
the two e -terior f4 ather white with black bar.: 
the head i dov 1 ur d in front antI at th nap , 
while beneath each y is. de c nding black pot, 
generall accomp nied by two others at orne di 
tance beyond it 011 ach side. The £ mate ha 
the head coloured as in the male, but ~vjth the 
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throat less white: in other respects it is similar 
to the female Kestril. Thi beautiful species 
inhabits various parts both of :North and South 
America, occurring, according to Pennant, from 
Nova Scotia to the Antilles. It is a bird of an 
active and spir;ted nature, and preys on small 
birds; mice, lizards, and insects. 

CRIARD FALCON. 

Falco c1amosus. F. grisews, alarum tectricibus nigris, sUbtu8 
(,lblUJ, ol'bitis rubrUi, palpebrUi ciliatis. 

Grey Falcon, with black wing-coverts, beneath while, with 
red orbits alld ciliated eyelids. 

Falco voriferus. F. pedibus jla'Ou, corpore rillcreo-g-riseo wbtus 
I' 

albo, tecllicibu$ alarum minoribu$ majdribusque lli'g"il'. Latll. 
ind.81'1I. 

Criard Falcon. Lotn. SJ'il. 
Petite Buse criarde. Son1ler. 'roy. illd. 2. p. 184. 

NATIVE of India, frequenting the coast of Coro· 
mande): size of a "Wood-Pigeon: bill short: irides 
a.nd legs yellow: often seen in rice.fields, where it 
feeds on frogs, &c. and when disturbed sets up a 
loud cry~ 

I 
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T1CHIRO PALCON. 

Falco Tachiro. Falco !IUCVS, nhttu alhau mac . I natU, rte. 
tricibus fasciatis. lAth. indo f/rII . nlppl. 

Brown Falcon, white beneath with lunated.broWD spots, aDd 
fasciated tail. 

Speckled Sparrow-Hawk. Latll. SYfl. 

NEARLY the size of a Go hawk: head ano. neck 
"aried with white: wing-feathers white at the tips: 
tail longish, brown, with deeper baned : biIl.w.~-__ 
ish: irides and Jegs yellow. Inhabits the de p 
fore!ts of Africa, and is figured and describe d 
by Monsieur L evaillant under the name of Lc 
Tachiro. 

TACHARD FALCON. 

Falco Tacbardus. F.jl/lcu" ,ubtul jla'Dtscrns jUlco f)Orilll, COl/tI. 

fasciatu, tiUii, maC'lliatis. Lath. indo Onl. ,uppl. 

Brown Falcon, yellowish beneath with brown variegatiollJ, 
fasciated tail, and spotted thighs. • 

l'achard Falcon. 14th. IUpP/. 2. Le Tacbard. Levaill. il. 

H ABIT of a Buzzard, but smaller: tail longi h, 
brown, with blackish bars: legs r d: thighs wen 
plumed. Native of Africa, frequenting the bank 
of rivers. 



GAlSAR FALCO • 

Falco Gabar. F. fUBCUS, subtus griseo-crzrulacC1f, abdomine ( 
albofasciisfuscis. Lalit. ind. om. sU/'1l. 

Brown Falcon: blueish-grey benealh, with white abdomen 
banded with brown. 

;Red-Legged Falcon. Latll. Buppl. 2. Le Gabar. Levaill. 
ois. 

SlZE of a Sparrow-Hawk: bill black: irides yel
low: cere and legs bright red: thighs banded 
}¥ith brown like the.belly. Native of the int~rior 
ofu Afriea. 

«'~ 

Jm7.0N FALCON. 

lalco Buzon. F. nigricans, Tufo 7:arius, SlIbius ruflls, "cctricibu$ 
lIigris mediofascia illtcrrupfa alba. Latlt. indo om. supJll. 2. 

Blackish J'alcon with rufous variegations, beneath rufous, \\<ith 
hlack tail marked on tbe middle by an interrupted w.hite bar. 

Hobby Buzzard. Lalli. slIppl. 2. Le Buzon. Lcvaill. ois. 

l 

SIZE of a. Hobby: hill dusky: cere and Jegs yel-
1.ow: wings, when dosed, reach only about a tl~jrd 
pf the tail: Native of Cayenue. 
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ndZzARET FALCON. 

Falco Buzarellus. F. ja&c.iatw, supra rufofuscw, subtus .flu-
'CeSUlts, remigibu$.1.igris. Lath. ilid. orll. suppl. 

Fasciated Falcon, above rufous-brown, beneaih yellowish, with 
black wing-feathers. 

13uzzaret. Lath. syn. suppl. 2. Le Buseray. U-Oai/l. cU. 

SIZE of the Moor-Buzzard: hoad and ne k ru
fous white, varied with brown: bacJe and win 

-~---rufous, spotted or streaked with black in a fa clat d 
manper: tail barren with similar colours: wing, 
when closed, reach to the end of the tail. 
habits Cayenne, and may perhap be the species 
mentioned by Monsieur Mauduit in th Encyclo
pedie .Methodique ~der the name of Busartl 
rou.r de Cayenne . 

• BRISSON/AN HAWK. 

Falco Brissonianus. F. fuscus rufo 'IIari. " ,ubtul alJJul ,trill 
• 8UlfcrI'llfIilleis tranS'llt!rsis, cauda tligro fasciata . 

Brown Hawk with rufous variegations, beneath white with 
transverse 5ubterroginous atreaks, and tail barred with black. 

Falco minutus. F. cera fosca, ~di611' lutds, corpore sub/'ll' 
albo, reetricibusfuscU "igrofasriotil. Lin. S..vst. Nat. Gmtl. 

Aj::cipiter minor. Briss. (IV. Falco minutus. Lath. indo om. 

DESCRIBED by Brisson, who says it is small r 
than the Merlin, measuring only eleven inches and 
l-hree quarters: the bill is black, the cere brown, 



VIELLOTINE flAWK. I 
and the legs yellow: it is a native of Malta, and, . 
according to Brisson, varies occasionally, in having 

f 

lance-shaped spots on the breast, and only four 
bttnds across the tail, which, i'.l the figure accom-( 
panying Monsieur Brisson's description', appears 
to be crossed by five or six. . 

VIELLOTINE HAWK. 

= • 
Falco V.iellotinus. F.Jerrugineus, gula albtda, pectore abdominc 
femorihu~fJlIe alba jerr'lfgineuque Mriatis. ( 

Felluginous Hawk, with whitish throat; the breast, bei!y, 
and thighs marked by white and ferruginous stripes. 

Le Petit Malfini. Sonnini B'!ff. 

I 

NATIVE of St. Domingo: '(jength nine inches: 
colour uniform ferru ginous above; tIle throat 
white, with a dusky streak down the shafts of the 
feathers; the breast, belly, and thighs varii~d with 
ferruginous and white bars. Described by ~onJ)ill i 

fwm MonsieUl' Viellotc, who discovered the spe. 
cies. The fI mnl~ has not becn obl)~rv~d. 
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DmARF HAWK. 

Falco Minullus. F. fliselll, ,ubills aUJl/s, pectore stri;.t de.sctn
delltibw, abdomilll! Jasciis tranroersiJ f UlCi. • • 

Brown Hawk white beneath, the breast marked by de canding 
brown streaks, the abdomen by transverse brown bars. 

Falco Minullus. F.fl/scw, subtus albus, pectore stnu abd()lIIillf! 
fasciisJuscis. Lath . irui. orll. suppl. 

Le Minule. L:caill. ois. pl. 34. Dwarf Hawk. Lath. Slip pl. 2 . 

. ----
SMALLER than a 1vlerJin: upper part brown, th 

tail ,.crossed by a few deep bars: under part 
white, marked on the throat and brea t by ohIo 19 
brown spots, and on the belly and thigh ' by nar. 
row t ransverse bars. This small Hawk is a native 
of the interior of At ';ca, where it was ob. erved by 
:Monsieur Levaillant, who describes it as of a highly 
bold and spirited nature, preying on small bird , 
and occasionally driving away from its haunts v n 
the Jarger birds of its own genn • a well as Shrike., 
&c. It builds on tree , forming its nest of small 
twig, intermixed with moss and leaves externally, 
and lining it with wool and feath rs: the egg ar 
five in number, spotted with brown near each end. 
The female bird is nearly twice the size of th 
male. Monsieur Leraillant relates a ingular 
instance of the audacity of this species. He was 
sitting at a L:'lble, engaged in preparing some birds 
lately killed; when one of tht:!se Hawks suddcnly 
stooped, and seizeu one of the newly stuffed speci
mens, and flying ith it to a neighbouring tr e, 
began to plume nd tear it open, but finding 



~06 BARRED HA Wlt. / 
nothing but moss and cotton, seemed indignant at 
the disappointment, and, aftp.r tearing in pieces J 
the skin. at length c'ontented Itself with devouring 
the head, the only part which remained in its 
natural state. 

DARRED HAWK. 

Falco doliatus. t. fUicus.8dperciliis albis, alis albido f(J$ciatis, 
::l·tus albojla'Of6cens fuseD maculatUs. 

Brown Hawk with white eyebrows and whitish-banded wings, 
beneath yellowish whl'te with brown spots. 

Bmerillon varie. Sonnilli Buff. Emerillon banole. Daud. 
oil. 

LENGTH ten inche~: bill vi<¥,: cere, irides, and 
legs yellow: tail marked with whiti h bars, more 
apparent beneath than above: ' umler tail·covcrts 
and flanks brown, with two or three round white 
spots on each side the shafts : thighs ferruginous 
with black shafts. Native of Carolina: observed 
by Bose . . 
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• SIBERIAN HAWK. 

) Falco Sibiricus. F. p~, torque JefTuginto, ,ulihIJ albidll 
maculis {trrugineoJu8cil . . 

Lead-coloured Hawk with ferruginous collar, beneath white 
with ferruginous-brown spots. 

~aJco Regulus. F. ura TJirescente, pedibus obscure flaw (orqflc 
ferrllgUltO, corpore supra plumbto, subtus almdo l'IU1clliil ex 
Jcrrugillco Juseis. PI/II. it. 2. p. 707. Lin. Syst. Nat. 
Gme/. 

Siberian Falcon. Latn. GYR. ... -
• 

N~TIVE of Siberia : observed by Dr. Palla: ha e 
or habit that of a Kestril: weight Ie s than half a 
pound: cere greeni. h, iride brOl n, which colour, 
according to Dr. Pa; as, is observed in all th more 
spirited kind of Ha~ks. The particular size of 
this species is not mentioned. It i said' to prey 
chiefly on Larks. 
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C.iERULESCENT HAWK . 

Falco ca!rule 
albi' macula desCClulcnte 
alboj(lsciatis. 

Blqeisb-Black Hawk, 
marked by a 
feathers barred 

The little black 
~---h l08. t 

he has fig 
and appe ure about six 

inches in length: its colo on t u ~er ts is 
an elegant glossy blue-black, on the under 
parts bright orange-yellow: orbits of the eyes 
are .bare and yeltow; the fi and sides of the 
head white; and fro eye do,~-n ards runs 
a long black spot eak, a in ieveral of the , 
Falcon tl'ibe: II-feathers are crossed on their 
inner webs sever e ; the bill is blue~ 

. and furnisl1ed ith 3. strong to or process on 
each ide the upper mandible: the cere and legs 
are yellow, and it is observable that the latter are 
very strong, rather short, and tl at the proportions 





TINY HAWK. 209 
of the whole bird are omewhat like tho e of an 
Eagle in miniature. The male differ in bing 
!'till smaller than the female, and in being whit 
beneath, with a tinge of yellow-fi rruginou on th 
abdomen: above and beneath ac y i a white 
stripe, as in the female. The Crerul nt Hawk 
is a native of Bengal, and it is probabl that, not
withstanding its diminutive ize, it lia be n ome
times trained to the pur nit of gam ; since, c
cording to Edwards, the specim n. which he d -
scribed had on each of its leg. a pi ce of 1 ather, ..... 
such as Hawk's bells are usu:U1y fastened with. 
_. I 

·TINY HAWK. 

Falco tinus. F. pedibu8 fia'lli., corpore Ci1ln'tO-fIMCO, IUhtul o/hido 
Jasciis lIigricafltihus, 'llertice alhido. Latll. indo om. 

Hawk with yelluw legs, cinereous-brown body white beneath 
with blacki h bars, and whitish croWD. 

Tiny Hawk. Lat". '!I". luppt. 

DE~CRIBED by Mr. Latham fr m a specimen in 
the Le'verian Museum. Mr. Latham commemo
rates it as by far the smallest of the hawk kind he 
ever met with; but there seems to be som mi take 
as to the length, which is said to be six in he from 
the bill to the rump, the tail being .... aoting in the 
specimen. The reader wil} observe that the pre
ceding species measures scarcc1y more thaD six 
inche from the bill to the end of the tail. 

V. VlI. 14 



STRIX. oWL. 

Geho)'ic C!ta1YlCter. 

RlJslrum aduncum, l\.bsque IJill. ho()ked, witbout cere. 
cera. 

Nares oblong , pennis se
tacei reculllbentibus ob

- ~ . ,- tect&. 

Caput grande, auribus ~u
li~que magnis. 

Lingua bifida. 
Digitus externus retro mo

bilis. 

Nostrib oblong, covered 
with recumbent setaceous 
feat.hers. 

Head, eyes. IUld ear!l largfil. 

Totlgue bifid. 
Exterior toe moveable back. 

war s. 

THE alliance between the genus Strix and that 
of Falco is extremely strong, and indeed Owls may 
be considered as a kind ofJ.l0ctUrllal Hawks, differ
ing, as Linnreus most happily observes, from 
those birds, in the same manner as Moths differ 
from Butterflies; ·the one being chiefly nocturnal, 
and 'the other diurnal. They possess the power of 
turning backwards at pleasure the exterior to or 
joint of the foot: their sense of leari.ng is very 
acute, on account of the large orifices of their ears: 
their sight, in general, is dull or feeble by day, 
but strong during the hours of evening, or in very 
dusky, obseur states of the atmosphere. They 
are divided jnto the Horged Owl, or such as ha\'e 
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GREAT HOJlNED OWL. ill 

lengthened -e.a.the'rs 
sembling 
less eree 
the 

OF all the ,,~ .. ""'
is the la.rgest, being 
Eagle, Its general 
varied with larger and 

each ide he head, re. 
"""' ..... GUO...:; of being more or 

of the bird, nd into 
or such as are de titute 
abov -mentioned. To 
work take the liberty , 
under' the name of 

as from their general 
than in the two 

-....~,....,. 

Jength of tail, 
nenri allied 

of brown, hlack, and gre ; r· 
able freckles or minute specks of the same colours. 



61tEAT HORNED °OWL. 

It is found however of a deeper or lighter hue, 
according to various circumst8ll8es of age, health, 
and climate: the larger wing and tail-feathers are 
obscurely varied by dusky transverse bar : the 
bill is black, th~ eyes very large, and of a bright 
reddish or golden-orange colour: the legs are short 
and strong, thickly clothed, down to the very claws, 
'with fine downy and setaceous plumes, and the 
claws are ~xtremely Jarge, strong, and black. 

This species,1 including its varieties, appears to 
be pretty generally diffused throughout the tem
perate and northern. pal'ts of the old contin"nt, 
aad'is eyen supposed to occur both in North and 
South America-. In oUl' own cowry it is very 
rarely seen, and can only be considered in the light 
of an occasional straggler. In Germany it seems 
to be more common than in other parts of Europe. 
It preys in the manner of Eagles and the larger 
Falcons, on hared, rabbets, and almost all kind of 
birds, and builds its One t, which is composed of 
strong twigfol, and lined or ad with dried leal-'es, 
Bec. among the crags of r :-i, or among ruined 
edifices, and lays, 8S. is ill ~ rarely more than 
two ' eggs, which are I:trger and rounder thal1 
those of a hen, and of 8. rufous colour, blotched 
with \'ariegations not ch unlike those of the 
bird itself. 

It i neec.lless to ob r e that Owls in general 
are regarded in most conntries as birds of ill omen, 

* The Jilrucutu of Marcgrave seems to be the $arne species, 
as well at the Bubo Ludovicianus, or Grand Due de Ia Louisiane 
Qf Monsieur Daudin. 
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GREAT HORNED OWL. 

and superstitiously cotlsjdlel'ElCi 
Thi!i o.ppears to 1te t 
well as the Old, 8ince 
opinion. The Atheni 
se m to have been free 
and to hal"e regarded 
rather than 
vorite bird of M 

in the third number of th 



LAPLAND HORNED OWL • 

. Strix Scandi~a. Lin. S!Jst. Nat. This, from 
the description given by Linnreus, on the authority 
of a drawing in the possession of Rudbeck, and 
confirmed by the attestation of a Mr. Tonning of 
Drontheim in Norway, is, probably, no other than 
a variety ?f thE/' Strix Bubo or Great Horned Owl, 
in a state of plumage changed into whiteness by 
the effect of an arctic winter; a eircumsta!.ce 
which is well known to take place in several of the 
northern animals. Its size is compared to that 
of a Turky: the body is whitish\ with black spots, 
and the head furnished with ear-like plumes. It 
has been observed in the Alpine parts of Swedish 
Lapland·. 

BARE--LEtgOEI> HORNED OWL. 

This is commemorated by Aldrovandus, and 
from him repeatcll by Wi] hby and others. It 
differs only in having the 'legs less stout, destitute 
of feathers, and furnished with smaller claws, per
haps owing to some accidental circumstance, or 
from inaccuracy in the drawing, from which alone 
it seems to have been described by Aldrovandus. 

* See Rariora NOrotgilZ, in Amoeu: -¥ad: vol. r. p. 419. 
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VIRGINIAN HORNED OWJ~, 

teristic a disposition of colours as to leave no doubt 
of its being truly distinct. It i '.a native of many 
patt of North America, and eems to have been 
first figured and accurately described by Edwards. 
from a living specimen then recently brought from 
Virginia. "It approaches, says Edwards, near in 
magnitude to the Greatest Hom or Eagle-Owl: 
the bigness of the head in tllis seems not at all 
inferior to that of a Cat: the wing, when closed, 
measures from the top to the ends of the quills 
full ~ftc , inches: the bill is black, the upper 
mandible hooked, and overhanging the nether, . ' . 
as ill Eagles and Hawks, having no angle in them, 
but plain on it~ edges: it is -covered with a skin 
in which are placed the nostrils, and that skin hid 
with a bristly kind of grey feathers that grow round 
the basis of the bill: the eyes are large, having 
circles round them, pretty broad, of a bright, 
shining gold-colour: the space round the eyes, 
which one may call the face, is of a light brown, 
confhs dly mixed with orange-colour, gradual1y 
becoming du 'ky where it borders on the eyes: 
'over he eyes it J1at11 white strokes: the feathers 
that compose the horns begin just above the biB, 
whel'e they are intermi -cd with a little white, but 
as they extend onwards beyond the head, they 
become of a red-brown, clouded with dusky, and 
tipped with black: the top of the head, neck, 
back, wings, and upper side of the tail are barred 
across with dusky bars of reddish: the greater 
wing-feathers and the tail are barred across with 
dusky bars of half an inch breadth, some a little 
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.'" ."./ 
more, some less: the feathers between the book 
and wings are ora ge-coJoured tipped with white: 
the fore . part of the neck and bren t are bright ' 
brown inclininO' to orange, which grow~ fI int rOil 
the ides: thi brown p, rt i spott with prettr, 
large dark spots and int rmt· duet w the pot 
with the same dusky colour: the middJ of the 
breast, belly, th;O'b5 and under ~ide of the tail ar 
white, or faint ash-colour, barr d tran \' r ly with 
dusky lines pretty r f'l' ulnrly: th in id f the 
wjngs colour d and v iegal d in tIle 
ncr: the leg and toe , alma t t th ar • • 
cover~ with light a h-colour d feather the nd 
of the toes, and claw of a dark horn-col Uf_" 

Like the Great Eur p an Horn d Owl, th ' 
~pecies varies occa: ionally in th CR t oftt colour, 
which are. ometime darker, and with few r of tb 
orange-ferruginous variegations in it plumage: 
the uud ·r part are also of a clearer whit J and 
more closely and di tinctly b rr d with the t1'an 
vel' e blackish lin s in ome specimllns thtm in 
others. Thi bird i found in Jortb America .~ 

high as Hud on's Bay, frcquenti g woody di trict. ~ 
and uttering, according to Mr. Pennant, Ie a fno t 
hideous noise in the woods, not unlike th hoJlowing 
of a Man; so that pas enger, beguil d by it, ften 
lose their way. J, 

• 



.. 
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Strlx Zeylonensis. S. cOrpore nifo-futo ~ro ,(riato, .. It 
• lutescentt, remigibul rectrir:ilnuqU( nigra alba "'jUCtllteqve 

,trwli.. Lat!.<ind. om. 
llufous-brown Horned Owl, with transverse black streaks., 

beneath subluteous, the wings and tail msrked by black, 
white, and rufescent streaks. 

Ceylonese Eared Owl. Brown', Ill. Zoo!. 

, THlS'"1 ..Jescribed by Mr. Pennant from the work 
entitled Brown's TIlustrations of Zoology, in w~lich 
most. of the figures were from drawings in the 
collection of Governor Loten. The length of this 
species is"near two feet, and its weight two pounds 

, nine ounces and three quarters!' the bill is horn
coloured: the iddes yellow: the upper parts of the 
bird of a pale reddish brown; the muler parts 
yellowish white.; each feather appearing to be 
strebked and barred with dusky black: the ears 
or horns are short and pointed: the prime quills 
and tail are barred with black; white, and paJe 
red: legs naked ~o the knees: native of Ceylon, 
where it is called Raia Allia. 
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CHIN SE HORNED OW • 
.-/ . 

Strix Sinensis. S.jerrugiMQ nigro 1i1ltnio, (ol/o "fico III 
ItJbtrigonis Il;gril, ptetore abdomift q.e albo "igrvqvt ciat·. 

Ferruginous Horned Owl, lineated ith black, th fore part of 
the neck marked with subtrigonal black "pol ,th breast and 
belly with bl"ck and while bars. ~ 

,litrix Sinehsis. S. jronte aiho, corpun jIJJCf)-NJjo liftti8 nigrit 
.nri.taN, Illblw 1'1Ijo nigriCQlttt ,tria to jalC'i" alM" r ··btu 
sCClmdariilja$ciis guatuor nigric/l1ltihlll. lAtll. Wl.oNt. 

Hibou de 1a Chine. S(Jfa1l . VOJ' Ind. 2.. ". 5. ___ 

, E owe the 'knowledge of· this sp cie tIMon .. 
sieur Sotmerat, who informs us that it size is e<tual 
to that of the Strix Otus or Long-Eared Owl. 
The whole upperpilrt of the head, body, and wing. 
is rufous-brown, undulated by fine black lines or 
streaks: on the wings are four tran verse band of 
pale rufous, with reddish-white pots: the for .. 
head is white, the fore part of the neck pale rufous 
with triangular black spots: the breast, b By, and 
thighs of a deeper or taw~y colour, each feather 
crossed by white bars, with a black or dark lon
gitudinal streak: the bill and le"gs are black,.and 
the latter, according to Monsieur onnerat's figure, 
appear to be naked. 



COROMANDEL HOR E OWL. 

SUi!. Coromanda. S. ·g.s~"'folCe'tI. albido maculata, alii 
cQudaque othillo fasciatis; ,uhtus ferroginea nigt'o vndukzta. 

Rufous-grey Horned Owl, with whitish .pots; the wings. and 
tail with whitish bands; the under parts of the bird fer
ruginous with black undulations. 

Strix Coromanda. S. corpore rufo-griseo r,ge&cente-albo macu
lato~ sublU$ paUide rulJro lunuli& nigris, 'remigiblll rectriciblllfJue 

lasrlis rufo-albis. Lath. indo orn. 
~ I.e pet.1.UJibou'de La C6te de CQfQmandei. SOM. Yay. end. 

2~., 16~; '., . 

'FHls speeies.is also described by Sonnerat. Its 
size is said to be a third smaller than that of the 
lAng-Eared Owl: the head and upper parts of the 
bird aTe of a rufous grey colour, with paler or 
~hitish I\pots, which are smallest on the head and 
neck: the larger quill-feather are of a deeper 
colour, but spotted, like the others; and the tail is 
of the same colour, crossed by three whitish bands: 
all the under parts of the bird are rufous or fer
ruginous, crossed or Ul ' ,uJated by black bars: the 
legs are I'ufous, and cered with plumes; the bill 
and claws deep brown. It does not appear dear 
from Monsieur Sonnerat's description, whether 
this species belongs to the Horned division of ov.-ls 
or not; but a drawing 'in thfJ collection of Sir 
Joseph Banks, quoted by Mr. Latham in his first 
Supplement, seems to determine the point; since 
it agrees perfectly in colours, and is represented 

• with very large horns. In size however it greatly 
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exceeds that mentioned by Sonnerat, measuring 
tWE:nty inches in length. 

LONG-EARED OWL •• 

8tm Otns. S. avriculat(J. firrugi1lt01lfl'CeICtJII. "igro griltogue 
'Oariala, ptflnil auricularibus nigro-/ruciatil. 

Yellowish-{erruginoU$ Homed Owl, with hI ck and grey 1-

riegations, the ear-feather parred with bIs ck. 
Strix Otus. S. capite au . IllatO ptJIltil tniJ: ~ ...... ",t. ct-
Le Hibou, 011 Moyen Duc. Buff. oU. 
Tire Hom-Owl. Will. ONI. p. IOO! 

.,/' 
Long-Eared Owl. Penn. Brit. Zwl. lAtlt. !p. 8 id'I 

Brit. Birda. p. 48. 

THE Long-Earetl Owl in its general appearance 
and colours is very considerably, and even strikingly 
allied to the Strix Bubo or Great Homed Owl, but 
its size is far inferior; the 'mea ure attributed to 
it by 'Willughby being fourteen inche and a half 
in length. The Count de Buffon~ who compar 
its size to that of a crowl' te it measure at n~ 

foot, from the tip of the bill to .that of the claw ; 
the length of the tail at fire or six inch ,and the 
xtent of its E'xpanded wing. at thr fI ct. It 

colours, as before ob ervcd, bear 0 n ar a re
semblance to those of the Great Owl. that a . c
parate description is almost unnece. , ary: the 
general cast however indine more to ferruginou 
on the breast and under part, with a mixture of 
white in front of he head and on the thigh. Mr.' 
Pennant's description of the colours is as follows. 



LONG-EARED OWL. 

"The irides bright y llow: the bill black: th 
circle of .feathers surrounding ,he eyes is white, 
tipped with reddish and dusky spots, an~the IV\rt 
next the bill black: . the breast and belly are of a 
dull yellow, marked with slender brown strokes 
pointing downwards: the thighs and vent-feathers 
of the same colour, but unspotted: the back and 
coverts of the wings are varied with deep brown 
and yellow: the quill-feathers of the same colour, 
but near the ends of the outmost is a broad hal' of 
red: ;! is ~ark:ed with dttsky and reddish bars, 
but 1:) ~~ath appear& ash~coloured: the hotDf or 
e'.trs. are about an inch long, and consist of six 
feathers, variegated with yellow and black: the 
feet are feathered down to the claws. " 

This bird is an admirer of" woody nd rocky 
solitudes, and is not observed to build a nest of its 
own, but contents itself with the deserted nest of a 
Magpie or Buzzard, and usually lays five eggs. 
The young are at first entirely covered with white 
down, and begin to acquire their colours at the 
expiration of about fifteen days. 

In some parts of Italy is found a variety of this 
bird; which differs in being' somewhat larg-er, and 
in having the plumage mixed or varied in a c.')n· 
siderable degree with a h-colour; the bend of the 
wing, and the coverts white, and the tail marked 
with zigzag black lines. . 

The Long-Eared Owl is considered as a pretty 
general inhabit~nt of Europe, and though far Jess 
common in our own country than some other 
~iesl it yet of no very unfrequent occurrence. 



/ SHORT-EARED OWL. m 
In North America it is found to inhabit the woods 
a.t a distance fr the sea- , and h b 
hserved at Hud on's Bay, preying by night, ith 

much clamour, and often approaching h d ellings 
of the inhabitants. 

SHORT-EARED OWL, 

Strix hrachyotOl. S. a 'culata /erT'llor7inc lItrr" ,/wsco 
'CariD, pe1lnU auricularibul angwtu, cauda macu/U 

Y6!1owish-ferrugmous Horned O~. vnried ith • 
. ear-feathers narrow, and the taU marked by au 

spots. 
Strix brachyotol. S. auriculdrum fHMa bretJf, corp ipre 

/faCO penni, margin,jla'Cis, ,ubtus pallide jla'Oo longitudiMliter 
"rialo. Lift. Gmel. 

Short-Eared Owl. Penn. Brit. Zool. edit. Jol. t. B. S. (IItd t. 
B. 4. f. 2. edit. qual·t. p. 174. pl. 31. BCI&id', B,it. Bir • 
p. 5.0. ' . 

La Chouette,ou La Grande Cheveche.1 BI!/f. oil. 372. pl. 'J.7 ' 

THIS species, confound by Butron and om"· 
others with a very different bird,. appear. to have 
been first correctly described by Mr. P nnatlt i 
the British Zoology. It is ttl J'efore highly pro er 
t~ deliver the de cription in hi own words. 

" The length of the Short-Eared Owl is fourte n 
inches': extent three feet: the head smaH and 
hawk-like: the bill is Oll ky: weight fourte n 
ounces: the circle of feath c, that immediately 
surrouads the eyes is black: the larger circl~ whit ; 
terminated with tawny and black: the feathers 011 



SHORT-EARED OWL. 

the head, back, 
edged with pale yellow: the breast and befJy 
of the same colour, marked with a few longnarr. w 
streaks of brown, poi'nting downwards: the thighs, 
legs, and toes are covered with plain yellow fea
the~s: the quill-feathers are dusky, barred with 
red: the tail is of a very deep brown, adorned on 
each side the ~Iiaft of the four middle feathers with 
a yellow circle, which contains a brown spot: the 
tip of the tail is white. The horns of this species , 
ar e~all, and each c&llsists of only a ingle 
feathe ,... these it cal'} raise or depress at plea ure, 
and in a dead bjrd they are with difficulty discover
ed. This bird is scarcer than the forme,., (Long·· 
Eared Owl;) both are solitary birds, avoidiug in
habited places. These species may be called long
winged Owls; the wings when closed reaching 
beyond the end of the tail; whereas III the commun 
kinds they fall shoJ'tofit. This i ·a bird of passage, 
and has been observed to visit Lillcolushire the 
beginning of October, and to retire early in lIe 
spring; so probably, as it performs its migrations 
like the 'W oodcoflk, its summer retreat is N or7my. 
DurIng the day it lies hid in long old grass; when 
di turbed it seldom flies far, but will light, and sit 
looking at one, at which time the horns may be 
seen very distinctly. It bas not been observed to 
perch on tr es, like other Owls: it will also fly in 
search of prey in cloudy hazy weather. Fanners 
are fond of seeing these birds in their fields, as they 
clear them from mice. It is found frequently on 
the hill of Ho:; in the Ol'knies, where it flies about 
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and preys by day, like a Hawk. I have 
ceived this specie from Lanca hire, . which i 
hill an4, wooded country; and my fri nd h v 
also sent it from New England a d ewfound. 
land." , 

The Count de Buffon, erroneOll iy suppo in a 
fIgure of this specie in the folio diti n of th 
British Zoology to be intended for a very dift r nt 
bird, expresses him elf on the subj ct of that work 
in general, and of the de ription and. fio-Uf of tlli 
species in particular, 'th a d re of!lrd C Oll 

criti~j8m borderino- on rude \OV cti;' . com-
plains indeed with some degr e of ju tic that th 
figures Tepresenting not only this bir , but the 
former, or Lopg~Eared Owl, are ill._ x cut d, and 
convey a wrong idea of the I ngthene feath r or 
ears, which in these figures have a thick and fie hy, 
rather than feathery appearance; but the rem in
ing part of hi ritici m must be allowed to r il 
on himself, and is entir 1y QwinO' to hi not baving 
perceived that the bird then fir ~ m uti n d by 
Mr. Pennant was, in reality, a pe i b for un
distinguished by naturalist ,or onfound d with , 
some other birds of thi genus. 
~r. Pennant, in hi "Literary Life," hint at 

this circumstance, and imputes the Count's freedom 
of expression to a compru:ison mad in the Briti b 
Zoology between the free-thinking Frenchman 
and our own illustrious cOlJntryman Ray, much to 

. the advantage of thc latter. Mr. Pennant a1. 0, in 
his Catalogue of the work entitled Planchu En
lum;ne~s, published as a companion to the lIutoir ' 

v. VIT. 1.5 



.6 SHORT-EARED OWL~ ~. 
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Naturelle des Oiseau..f? of Buffon, retaliates, in '"tis . 
own peculiar vein of humour, on the Count de 
Buffon, for the palpable injustice and falsehood of 
his criticisms, and takes ample, but very polite 
revenge on his erring antagonist. 

In the Arct'ie Zoology we are informed that 
" this bird occurs, with some ery slight v~riations, 
ill many parts of North America, and is even sup
posed to extend into South America. In Hudson's 
Bay it is called the Mouse-Hawk. It never flies, 

~ik~ otl!er.Qwfs, in search o"p,rey, but sits quiet on 
the st . ':rIp of a ~ree, watching the appearan~e of 
Mic.:e. It breeds near the coast; makes its nest 
with dry grass', upon the ground; and migrates 
southward in Autumn." 

Mr. Latham observes that this species is very 
common in the northern and woody parts of 
Siberia, often rushing blindly towal ds such fires as 
are lighted by night, and assaulting the persons 
near them. It is a very fierce and courageous 
bird, and an instance has been known of one which 
'Was shot pringing up I'ith great fury at the sports
man when endeavouring to s cure it. Mr. Latham 
is inclined to suppose, from the difficulty of detect
ing the ear-plumes in dead specimens, that the 
bird described and figured by Edward under the 
name of Htrwk Owl, may be the same species. 
He also adds that the ear-feathers or horns ar~ in 
reality composed of several feathers, and do not 
consist of one only ou each side, as commonly 
supposed; and that their power of elevation is not 
great at any time. 
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tt remains to be ob ed, tba though th 
pf t i species if} the folio editi n of th 
$oologJi is bllt very in<l:a; rently e ut d, t 
that given in the smaller edition i ~tr In y 
good. In the Planches Enluminees. al 0, ac ording 
to Mr. Pennant, tbis bird i tolerably well fiaur d 
at plate 29, though rroneou Iy uppo d by many 
to represent the former species, and improperly 
inscribed Moyen Duel Ott Hibolt. The figur al 0 

at least, if not the description, of th, bird entitl 
La Chouette in the to ire de Oi a , i 

by MI'. Pennant to .belong to 

MARSH HORNED OWL. 

Strilt pruustris. S. albo griseo juscoque 'Opria, rtmigibul fUlco.. 
1nllcuiatr>-jasciahs, (orquc fusco-maclIlato. 

Homed Owl with white, grey, and brown variegation, quil~ 
fascia ted by brown spots, and collar spotted with brown. 

Btrilt palustris. S. capite aunto . flU, corpore alba grim'. 
juscoque 'Oario, torque jlaTJuct1lte, macuJis /Vlco-ruji. Latif. 
fnd. om. suppl. 2. 

'sIZE of a Crow; ear-plumes six in number on 
each side: legs hairy. Native of Pomerania an 
Thuringia, inhabiting peat marshes, among the 
high grass, and feeding on field-micel &c . . ' 
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AMERICAN HORNED l)WL. 

Strix Americana. S. capite ~ cur pore '''pm cirtn'to, 1rIiII •• 
ferruginto, lU'oplgio alho nigro maculato, alii caudaqut fer e 

rwgiReu Iinm tra1ll'OersU cillerei8 et gri8ei4. Lin. GmtZ. 
Owl with head and body cinereous above, ferruginous beneath i 

rump white spotted with black, wings and tailferruginqus. 
with transverse lines of deep and light gre~ 

American Eared OwL Lath. $!I'" 

. , 
. ..,. '3I3Q rath\::r 'larger than th11 of the Strix Otus: 

,, ' lbead a upper parts cinereous; under parts fer
rugtnous: rump and vent white, spott.e9 with black: 
quills and tail ferruginous, transversly barred with 
deep and light grey: irides and legs yellow: sup
posed by Buffon to be a variety of Strix Otus, 
4iffering in the cast of its colours. . 

MEXICAN HORNED OWL. 

" 
!ilrix Mexicans. S. corpore til: fuseo et fligro 'Dario. lin. 

o • . 
f;mel. 

Owl with body variegated with black and brown. 
Mexican Eared Owl. Lat". s!Jn. 

THIS, which seems only known from the very 
brief description of Ray, is said to be a native·of 
Mexico, where it is called by the name of Tee%tl;' 
its colour is a variegation of black and brown. 
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.Strix Asio. S. capife aurito, cor re '''pra for 
cinereo, aliI punctil quinque albi#. liN. t. 

Homed Owl With the body ferrilgiooo ahov I cine eou 
beneathl and five white spots on the ings. 

Scops CarolinieDsis. Brill. oil. 
Little Owl. Catesb. Carol. 1. pl. 7. 
Red Eared Owl. Pell ... Arct. Zool. Latlt. IJ'I • 

• NATIVE of North merica, and th 
by-Mr. Pennant in' his Ar ic Z 1 
with yellow irides: horns, hea , back, an 
of a pleasant tawny red, str aked · ith bl 
scapulars marked ~ith large whit pot: r'm ,i 
,barred with black, red, and white: br ast p I 
tawny, marked with oblong bla k pot: t il r ) 
barred with dusky: feet covered with feather to 
the claws: length t n inche nd a half: inhabits 
New York, and as low as tIle Carolinas: live in 
the woods near the coast.» The femalt: is aid tc) 

differ in being brown inst~ad of ferruginou . 
• 



MOTTLED HORN D OWL. 

Strix nrevia. S. capite aurito, corpore griseo ferrugineoque vaMp, 
tectricibus alba maculatis., pectore nigro punetalo. 

Gr.ey Horned O~l, with ferruginous variegations, covertli 
spotted with white, and breast speckled with· black. 

Strix nrevia. S', corpore griseo, 811btUS pallidiore, ulrinque . 
maculis fer"ugineis et lIigris, capitis peetorisque pemlU nigro 
punetatis. Lin. Gmel. 

Mottled Owl. 'pen,,, Aret. Zaol. 
,~ 

NAT of North America. Thus described in 
the Arctic ZOQlogy. "Owl with the face white, 
l:ipotted with brown: head, wings, and upper parts 
of the body mottled with ash-colour al1d p~le red: 
the scapulars marked with great white spots; as 
are the covet'ts of the wings: the primaries with 
black and pale ferruginous: breast and belly. 
whitish, varied with ragged stripes pointing down .. 
wards: toes feathered to the claws: length eleven 
inches: inhabits the province of New York: 
breeds in May, and cohtinues ill the country tIlE) 
whole year." . . . 

M~. Latham describes the plumage of this bird 
as of a 'grey colour mottled with· ferruginous a d 
black; the shaft of each feath r being black, with 
three or four w ved bars of the f:ame on each side: 
the under parts are paler than the upper; the 
measure of the bird is eight inches and a half, and 
the horns an inch or mOl'e in length. 

, , 



CAR 'OLIO H R - DOL. 

Strix CarnioHca. S. corport c;r cine reo aihicatlle, maculilStrUsllllt 
• trallS'Oersis nigricantib", variegatCl. copoli ann. 1. p. 19. 

Lin. Gmd. 
Whitish-grey HOTJ?pd Ow), variegated with trno l'er black

ish 8pot.~ aDd streaks. 
Caraiolic Eared Owl. lAth. '!lR. 

THIS species is described by cop Ii, who ill~ r 
11S that it is of a pal -or whiti h ash:c Uf,~' 
wit9 blacki h spots and trp.n v·r str llK : the 
wing and taH·feathers are p tt dint m llywith 
white: the size of the bird nearly equ 1 tl at of 
the Strix pas erina of Linnreu , anu the ar ' 
horns are scarcely obsenable xcept in the living 
bird: the irides are yellow. 

JJRASILTAN HORNED OWL. 

6trix Brasiliana. S. auriculata suhfu a, albo mJJ.Ctdata, .uht .. 
alba SU'fU8CO mac:ulata, cauda albo unduIata. 

Brownish Homed Owl, spotted with white, beneath whi 
, spotted with brown, the tail waved with white. I Strix' Brasiliana. Lin. Gmel. 

Brasillan Noctua called CabllTt by Marcgrave. WiU. on. 
p.107. 

DESCRIB£D by Marcgrave in his Hi tory of 
Brasil, and thu .. translated by Willughby. "reB 
about the bigness of a Throstle: hath a round 



13RA5ILIAN HORNED OWL. 

head, a short, hooked, yellowish bill; two nostril ; ' 
. fair, great, round, yellow eye., ~ith a black pupil: 

under tlle e)[es and on each side the bill it hath ,/ 
many long uusky hairs: the legs are short: who)]y 
~lothed with feathers, ye)]ow, as are also the feet, 
which are cloven. into four toes, tanding after the 
usual 'manner, armed with semicircular, crooked" 
sharp talons: the tail broad, nigh tlle rise whereof 
the wings end: in the head, back, wings, and tail, 
it js of a dilute umber colour. and variegated in 
the head and' neck with veli.r small, an.d in the 
wmgs with greater white spots: the tail is waved 

n .with white: the brea.st and lower beJly are white, 
and va!iegated ith spots of a di lute urn ~~,r colour. 
1t is easily made tame. It can so turn about its 
neck that the tip ,of the beak shall exactly point 
at the middle of the back. It plan with men like 
an Ape, making ma~y mowes ,and antic mimical 
faces, and snapping with its bill. Besides, it can 
set up the feathers of its be,ad that represent horns 
or ears. It lives upon raw flesh." 

\ 



S .OPS HORNED OWL. 
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Strix SCOpS. S. auriculata gri eo-fwC4, lubjerrugiRCfJ ni"'04t1t 
varia, subtu6 cinerea nigro 'Oaria. 

Grey-brown Homed Owl, with ubfe;"ugino'Ui and bl c 
variegations, beneath grey with black vnri gation . 

Strix Scops. S. capite auriculato pe1I1lo s/)/.itariQ. lb. 'J .-
Nat. 

Scops ou Petit Due. Bill'. QU. 1. p. 353. pl. ~4. 
Le Petit Due. Pl. Enl. 436. 
~cops Ea ed Owl. La • '!In • 

• 
THI is a species of uncommon e) gance, ' nd of 

very small size, mea uring only abo t v n inch 
a d a quarter in length. The gen ral'di po ition 
of it~ colours is 'imilar to that of the Eagl Owl, 
but with a greater mixture of gr~y, whi h predo
minates on the breast and b Uy of the bird: it ' 
varie~ bowev r considerably in the cast of it co
lours a-ccording to various circum tances of age 
and sex, and when young is aid to be wholly grey: 
the il'ides are also said to be pale yellow in tl c 
young, and ·deep yellow, or ev n haze1 in tbe old 
bird : the legs are covered to the toe with p~ckJed 

~
rey ana brown plumes: the auricular plumes, 
hich are erroneously stated by Linnreu (who has 

even founded his pecific character of the bil'd on 
that very circumstance) as only one on each side, 
are in reality composed of six on each ide, accord. 

* The measure ass:gned by AldrovaDdus it nine inche., aDd be 
.. dda that the bird is smaller than a pigeoDI but larger than • 
thrush. 
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jng to the more acourate ob ervations of SpaIlan
zan}, whQ bred up some"of t. ese birds, and Wh6 

professes' to wonder that AIrlro.andus, Lipnams, ; 
and ,Buffo» should ali agree in stating them a 
~ach consisting of a single plume. Iti$ impossible., 
he adds, to suppose that, either of thos great 
naturali:st had ever examined a single specimen 

C"()f the bird. The mistake however, in all pr~ 
bability, o.riginated in ,Aldrovandus, and was from 
him copied. by other writers. It is observed by 

lrlrovandu tliat in the deal bird the above
entione feathers are difficultly discernible. 
T~ Scop is a nativ of the warmer parts of 

Europe, and is 'of a migratory nature. In France 
it is said to arrive and depart at the same time wit 
the Swallow. At particular times great flightS' 
arrive, and wage a kind of war against tile fieJd,. 
mice, ill years when those animals are unusually 

umerous. In Italy its favo~dte residence, 3<;!cord- " 
ing to SpaUanzani, is in gently rising, 'Ooded 
regions, but not among lofty mQuntains; ana 
i lives principally on insects and earth-worms. 
During the day it, continues in the shade of the 
'Wood , p rcbed on a branch, and continuing mo
tionless, with its ears or tufts erected: in this stat 
jt will permit 3 very llear approach, and then only 
retires to hide itself afresh amo g the branches. 
Towards the dusk of the evening it emerges from 
its retreat, perches on a tree in sowe open spot., 

, ~d begins jts cry, which consists of a quick and 
often repeated whistle, somewhat like the word 
CiIiQ, for which reason it is called in some pJacEl$ 
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by th name of Chi ini. It 
but deposit . its g , to the num r of 6. e r 
. n the .hollow of tr e. In Italy the youn r 
full fledged by the be innin' of July, hen tb y 
follow their parent during tb ni ht for food, till 
they ar able to fi ed tIt m elv : and to pur lie 

rassllOpper , beetle ,an 1 ther in ct. 11 n I i 
period commen ,they 1 v th ir p r nt " an 
each lives separ. tely. They remain in Italy ill 
October,_ at which tin th y b om, p iaily 
the old one , very t, and if it wei- ot t; r n_ 

cu~iar and di agreeabJe m .11, would b~a d~lic t 
food. The fil' t bl'ood of th se bird by 
Spal1anzani w r so young be 1y 
covered with down, but in about a montI w r 
become 0 far tt'ain d a to follo v v ry r OOily: 
they fed on any kind of flesh, chopp d mall, and 
when hungry, fle 1 after their rna ter, nd aligh 
on his Land, in order t receive th ir fo ; n 
this not only durin th twilight. but v n at mid
a y. Anoth r brood, wIli 'h was r . red beneath 
a shrub ill tile O'ard n, wllicl belt re the you 
birds from the SUll during the day·time, 0 n b .. 
came equally tame; flying t , and fo11owin th ir 

aster when called; settling on hi bould r to 
receive their allowance. After their e enin mal, 
they flew about the 11 ighbourhood during the 
night, perching 011 the adjoining trees, and r t r -
ing by: moming to theiI habitation in the garden. 
They continued tJms attach d for abo t a month, 
regularly wandel'ing by night, and returning in 
the morning. One day however, on mi ing tw-
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of the number, Spallanzani, on calling them, re
ceived their a.nswer from a nei8bhouring elm,' at 
about three hundred feet from the gardep: they ./ 
refused however to descend; departed in the even. 
ing, and returned to the elm the next morning. 
Two days ttaving elapsed since they had been fed 
by the hand ofSpalIanzani, he resolved to sacrifice 

- one of the birds to his curiosity, and bringing it 
down by a gun, found, on examining the stomach, 
the remains of grasshoppers. That it was one 
o£ ... th~ birds.,wflich had been Vd.med was beyond a 
doubt, since each ha9 been marked by red ~ilk 
tied J;ound the leg, and which the bird examined 
had on. The ' flight of these two was s~n sucw 

ceeded by that of the rest, and though the time 
<of their emigration from the country as ~;till far 
distant, yet they never more returned to thej, 
former spot, having found the means of providing 
subsistence for themselves. Such, adds the phi. 
Josopher, is the general conduct of almost all wild 
animals. When taken very young, they become, 
by constant attention, familiar, and, to a certain 
degree, affectionate; but this only continues so 
long 'as their depelldance is necessary for their 
'Support. After that period is elapsed, their fa ' 
mlliarity graduaUy subsides; their confidence di. 
minishes, and at length they make their escape, 
and seem to fly mankind as the genetal tyrant of 
lJature. ~ 



BAKKA'MOENA HORNED OWL. 

StrtltBaltkamoena. S. cinerea dor;ojllsco, pte/ort gilw In 

'sogittati$ mgris, remigibw albo nigroq a.sci<d' • 
Ash-coloured Horned Owl, with brown bac' , butr·colow:e 

breast with arrow-shaped black spots, and wing.{i tb 
barred with black and white. 

Otus Bakkamoena. Penn. Ind. 2001. 
• Strix Indica. S, dor. 0 oh3Curo, tectricihu alar.". gru ' ,.; 

lineal iI, ptetOTe bubalino fRa<.-u/i t$iguil safritlam fli " UA. 
Gmtl. <. .. 

(. 

THUS described in the I~dian Zoo .. gy o( r. 
Pennant. "Tpe bill i dusky, surround d with. 
long bristles: the circle of £ thers round th y . 
is of a very pale 'ash-colour: the external cir 1 of 
a yellowish brown; the irides scarlet: the horn 
take their origin from the ba e of th,t bill, and 
point to the ide of the head: on tbeir inn r i 
they are dusky, on their exterior whit ; th head 
is of a deepish ash-colour: the b ck dn, 'y : cov 
of the wings grey, marked with narrow lh, ' , 
black pointing downward : quill-~ ath IS r 11 1'1 
barred with Llack and whit : the br tt Imll:' 
jtoloured, marked with mall agittal black Bp ; 

!the legs feathered half way down: the nake part 
I of a reddi 11 yellow. Th's elegant specie i f4 tn 

i Ceylon· i there called Balekamoena, and i a 
"carce species even in t at island." 
, It is necessary to observe, that, by an oversight 

in the letter-press of the quarto edition of the 
Indian ZoologYJ this bird is said to be repre ented 
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ill its natur-.u size, without considering t t he' 
plate had been reduced from' tJla in the folio 
edition. Its length, according to the folio," plate" 
appears t~ be about seven inches. 

WHLTE-FRONTED HORNED OWL. 

Strix albifrollS. S.jlfrrllgineo-jusca, suutllS pallidior,fronte alvaJ 

"emigibus albo nigroque jasciatis. 
Ferruginous-brown Horned Owl, p~ler beneath, with the 

v.~!lead wffite, and remiges barred with black and white. 
N aturaZt:s{ 8 ltlisccllany, p.t 171. r 

< 

LENGTH from 'six to eight inches: horns scarcely 
perceptible: lower part of the belly and thighs 
white: legs feathered to the toes . • Supposed to be 
a nati ve of Canada. 

YAIKAN HORNED OWL. 

Strix deminuta. S. rufo nigra albidoque varia colorihus nebu. 
lOBis. . 

HornCid Owl, varied with black, whitish, and rufous, the 
colours clouded. • 

. Strix deminuta. S. minor, corpore rufo. Pall. it. 2.. p. 707. 
Yaikan :Eared Owl. Lath. 6Jn. 

A elegant and diminutive pecie of Horned 
Owl; described by Dr. Pallas, who informs us that 
its size js smaller than that of the Scop', and that 
it bears so near a resemblance to the Strix Bubo 
or ,feat Horned Owl in point of general ap-
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pearance that one de cripti n might r e for 
bo h, exc pt th t in this mall pe i the 1 lr9 

are les~ d~cided .or distinct. It inha it h woody 
and mountainous IJart of tberia, ab ut the riv 
Yaik, and the Ural chain. 

SIBERIAN FtbRNED OWL. 

-Strix Pulchella. S. - ta) ftJ.sco ferrugineo' a[~e oaria. Un, 
Gmel. • - ~ 

(Jrey Horned Owl, with browo ferruginou d white va. 
riegations. 

Strix pulchella. S. capite auriculato, C(}rport ci1ttr~. pmct;. 
matulis striisquc nigril 'tIariaw, ren ' ihlll aibo maculat' 
Vivar. Nat1J.r. lA. 22. ( 

Strix pulchella. S. minima, capite aurito, corport pul-oerati,,, 
cincreo-ulldulato suMus atvido, a/is fasciato,pulvtrati" litur4 
ad flares alba. Eath. indo urn. 

Siberiaa Eared Owl. LatA. '!lit. 

THE smallest of all the Owl tribp. yet known: 
length six inches; in w ieb' respect howey- r it 
seems to vary in differenl ind\viduals; that m n
tioned in the Peter burgh Trans tion mea urin 
nine inches. The best description that can be 

,!given of this bird is to com ar the plum g t 
(( that of the Wryneck, which it xtremely re embles 

both in colour at d di po ition t, except 
that the shoulders re ore ferruginous, and th 
b~east exhibit grey r cast, with longitudinal nd 

- t.~a V rse black ::itr ks and points: on the h . 
ar ' t 0 ear .. s peq. cr st. ~ a in other,S o£ thi 

) 

• • 



SNOWY OWL. 

se(.'tion: the ~ a e featbered 'to the feet,whic11 
are bare, an or e flesh-colour: the bill is 
brow~ 1:lnd he iride How. This most elegant 
s is a native of. Russia and Siberi'a. A 
specimen in the Leverjan useum is said to have 
been taken at Gibraltar. 

StrJx. ~Yctea. So n_ n!8~ JRIlflIltJt.., rOlt.·o nigro, ;ridilJlIl 
~. y 

te Owl spotted ~ black, witilblaC4l bill'lnd yellow 

ness : il1~()tJ(~. 

owls;. the wingf tien closed, is sixteen inch s 
from the shoulder· to the tip of the longe quill, 
which, may give a judgment of its size. It is said 
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to be a eli bird; it preys 
and conti B in.Hodson' ':y an tb 
bill is lJooked, Hke a Hawk , ha _. _L-- _,alii" 
the sides, is all black ith wide ; 1 

almost covered, with sti atbers like hair , pJan 
round its basis, and leIlected fo'r ard: the 1 
are encompassed with bright yellow irid ; tb~ 
head, whole body, iogs, and tail, ar of a pure 
white colour: the top of the head is pot ed with 
small dirty br spob: the up.per part of t 
hack is painted ith tralls,'erse liRes of usky 
br9wn~ as are the sides umJer th' win , but w' 
smaller ana fainter lines: th quills on th ir .outer 
webs are spotted with do ky, aad some j; • Ie 
dusky spots on the covert-feathers of the • gs-: 
the covert-f; athers withinside of the' ar 
purely white: the lower part oCtile back iupotless: 
the middle feathers of th tail on the pper side 
have a few spots on each side the shafts of the 
feathers: the.lep aod feet ure COYeled with w.hite 
feathers: the claws are 10rtg, strong, ancl of a black 
colour, very sharp pointed. Another bird of this 
kind came to my buds togeth r with thi, hich 
4iffered only in that it had mote aod 
~ts." 

~ ........ ~,iful 

• 



SNOWY OWL. 
. , 

Miscellany, Bllfi seems to differ but litttle from the 
specimen represented in the Planrhes Enluminees, 
and copied into the present work, except iq being 

,more uniformly 'barred or striped. 
It is observed by Mr. Pennant, in his Arctic 

Zoology, that this species varies greatly in weight, 
from three pounds to one and a half. "It inhabits 
the coldest parts of America, even as high as the 
remote mountains in the icy centre of Greenland~ 
,"om which, in intense cold, it migrates to the 
shor~ , It ad-Is horror even to 11at country, by its 
hideous cries, resembling those of a man in ~eep 
distrecs. It is rare in the temperate parts of 
America, and seldom strays as low as Pennsylvania 
a.nd Louisiana: is very common in Hudson's Bay, 
Norway, and Lapland. It fears not the. rigour of 
the season, but bears the cold of the northern 
regions' the whole year. It flies by ' dn , and is 
scarcely to be distinguished from the snow: it flies 
pretty swiftly, and falls perpendicularly on its 
prey: feeds on the white grous,_ and probably on 
hares; f9r to the last circumstance it owes its 
Swedish name Haifang. It preys also on mice ~ 
aed carrion, and in Hudson's Bay is almost d 
mestic; harbouring ill places near the tents of tb 
Indians. In Russia it is scarce; but grows more ' 
cgmmon on the Uralian mountains, and all m'e 
~}e north and east of Siberia, and in its Asiatic 
Empire, even in the hot latitude of Astl'akan~ 
very Ilumeroua in Kamtacha1.ka." 



t. • • 

'WAI'ACUTHtJ owe... 
) 

Strix Wapacuthu. S. alba, f lifo 1ligrQI)I/ maC'1llafa, tuM., alMd.., 
lifleis numer(}sl~ fran r i rl!ft. 

White Owl, with rufous and black spot " bell'i:ath ,,,hili b witb 
numerous transver e rufous lines. 

Strix Wapacutbu. S. cnpite icet'i, corpore 0'''0 pallide rfllJl~ 
nigl"OlJue macula/o, suMus albido Ii/ids lItllnC/U i~ rl1ft cctilibul. 
Lath. indo 01"11. 

Wapacuthu Owl. Penn. Arct. Zuol. La!!. :1In • 

• 
THE Wapacuthll 0\\·1' n 1I ti\ ~ orth • 

America, and i thu d crib d uy MI'. P m:l11t 

in the Arctic Zoolooy. "0 'Il with I :3sy bh k 
biH, and claw much incurrat d: ba: of il· hi.l 
beset with stro~g bri tl '; irid)' hI ibht 'cllo : 
space bctw en the ey ,check, and throat whit : 
the ends of the fi ather on the h d Inck:. S .. -

puJars, and 'all the coverts of til . 1\ jugs, wi it • 
]egant]y barred with pcl] -red and blacK: Ul ·k 

and coverts of the tail whit , mix d ,ith . ~) 

dusky spots: br a t and )elly dirty I it ,cro. , 
with innumerable r ddi h Jine ; v nt \vhit ': 1 ~s 
eathered to the toe, which ar cov r~d wit I" h· if. : 
eight fiv pounds: length two fe t. Illhabits 

I the wood about Hud 'on" Bay: mak ' its ue t 01 

the mos', c.n the dry ground: the young ur' 
batch d ill _ lay, fly in JUlle, anet are v.bit(· oJ: 1\ 

t-Oug time aftt'r: (. ed~ . n 1111 ~ and small l> 
<;Ailed by the Iml ians IFtl/JCfCltlhu I 01' "pottc 

~he EUl'Opeans setded in the Bay reckul1 it a \ery 
de1:cate fuod." 

• 



l'ULIGINOUS OWL. 
I 

Stri fuliginoaa. S. cill£reo-juiiginula, fIigro irrorata, ..wlu, 
nebuJostl, pentlis cfreum oculus concetttrice liAt.f1.tis. MfUtIUIt 
UovtTwnum, No.6. p. 23. 

c' Dusky-cinereous Owl, freckled with black; clonded be,neath ; 
with the feathers round tbe eyes marked with numeroul 
coocen'tric circles. MU6eum Leverianum, No.3. p. 24. 

Strix cinerea. S. cimreo-fuligiMsa, nigro transversim lineata, 
subLus a!bidu cinfrl!oque nebulosa, regione perioptkalmica rir .. 
cul.# concentriJ;is nigril. Latll. indo ~. 

Cinereons Owl. Latll. '!I'" 
Soot)' Owl. :Penn. Arct. Zool • . 
SIZE equal or nearly equal to that of the Strix 

Nyctea or Snowy Owl: length tw,o feet: extent of 
wings four feet: tail rather long: legs feathered 
to the claws: colour on al)'parts sooty grey, with 
a cast of ferruginous on the wings and tail: the 
face is barred with several concentric deep-brown 
circles: the wings are barred with ash-colour and 
brown, and the thighs elegantly crossed with linear 
streaks of ~he same 'colours: on the shoulders and 
wing-poverts are everal blackish, brown, and 
whitish spots and freckles; the breast is varie 
with large spots or blotches ' of brown, anli the ta M 

is crossed by several irregular whitish and dusky \ 
bal's: the i,rides are said to be range~oloured : 
the bill is pale horn-co nr, and the claws black. 

This bird is a native of North America, an 
according to Mr. Pennant, "inhabits Hudso 
Bay the whole year: tli~s In irs: feedi on miee 
and hares: flies very low, yet sei,Jes its prey ,!ith 



.. • :'t • 
BARRED OWL. 

such force, that, in winter, it will sink into the 
snow a foot deey, and with great ease will flyaway 
with the American* Hare alive in it talon. It • 
makes its ne t in a pine-tree, in the middle of 
May~ with a few sticks, linel) with feath r : Rnd 
lays two eggs, spotted with a d4rki h colour: th 
young take wing in the end of July." 

ARRED OWL. 

c!itrix nebulosa. S. [u,eo alhidoqde tranrcerli,n 
alba maculis oblongis ferrugillti8. Vivarium 
t.25 • 

• 

.eiata, alxlo.in • 
at ur . 'tIol. 1. 

. Owl transversly fasciated with brown and hitish, the belly 
white with ol)!.,ng ferruginous spots. NaluraU t', Mi cel
lany. 'Col. 1. pl. 25. 

Strix nebulosa. S. capite htoi, corpore Iv co al6ido uRdularim 
.triato, ,:emige ,ezto longion apice ftigricante. Lath. illd. 
OTII. 

Barred Owl, Pm'll. Arct. ZooZ. Lath. SY". 

THIS is also a native of,Nortb America, aJld j a 
large species, though somewho,t inferior in size to 
the preceding: the length of a specimen de!crihed 
)by D r. R. Forster several y oars ago in the Phi
losophical Transactions was sixteen inch s; its 
~readtb four feet, and its weight three pound~. 
specimen however in the possession of Mr. Latham 
measw,ed ~wenty-one inches in length; and of 

* PeDD. Quadr. No. 38. 

) 



BARRED OWL. c · 
" 

sllth extent, a.t Jeast, was an elegant specimen 
preserved in the .Leverian MUtieq..m, and figured 
in the first volume of the Naturalist's Misc~lIany. 
The whole hird, on the u'pper parts, is beautifully . 
barred with numerous brown bands on a yellowish-

, white ground-coldUr; or, in other words, it might 
be aid to be barred with white on a brown ground
colour, the spa.ces betweeq. the lWO colours being 
nelY1yequal, except on th~ tail and larger quill
feathers, where the brown bars are rather broader 
than the white cines: the featht:*" surrounding the 

are whiti;b, with numerous concentric circles, 
~lJInled< by interrupted linear brown streaks: the 

ole under part.s of the bird are yellowish white, 
with longitudinal or descending brown spots: the 
thighs and legs are plain or unspotted., and fea
thered down to the claws: the bill is pale horn
colour, and the irides yellow. This species in-
habits Hudson's Bay, and is said to prey, like the 
preceding. on Hares, Grous, Nlice, &c~ 

. ' 
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• AUSTRIAN OWL. .. 

• 
Strix Austrilea. S. capue kviJ corpore al[,joo flllcoque 'eO-

ritgato, regiolll ptriophtAalmica albirJa. Lath. i/ld. om. 
Owl with whitish and brown varieg tions, and t sp ces 

round the eyes whitish. 
Austrian Owl. Lath. syn. 
Strix sylvestris. Scopoli. Ann. 1. No. 13. • 

'FIRST describeJ by Scopoli: size of a Cock: 
bill yellowish: " , bluei h. Na,jve of Cal'nioJa: 
perhaps the same with a p cie inentio~ed by 
~ramer in his Elenchu ~nimaliu Au trim. p. -
3~5. 

AUSTRI AN W1IlTE OWL. 

Strix alba. S. capite Itn·j, cQrpore Tufo grl'scoque 'Daria m£tllJ 
albo, rt'giont periopl!tlwlrnica margine nlfu, Ttctricibu. apice 
albis. Loth. indo om. 

Owl with rufous and grey ;variegations, beneath white j the 
spaces round the eyes edged by a rufous margin, and tL tail 
white at the tip. 

Strix alba. Scopoli. Ann.!. No. 14. 
Austrian White Owl. Lath. '!In. 

DESCRIBED by Scopoli : nearly the ize of a Hen: 
hill whi~: circle of the face encompassed with an 
elegant rufous margin: tail tipped with white. 

}Native of Carniola. 



seems . 
...atnalD from 
. In size it 
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11 A SJtBD D L. 

of this bird is described Uld fi 
lla\ jng the head th 
latter coJour 8S(:eQjIIIl~ilC 
in the form of 
each eye. 

brown, the 
whole edge 
larger 
large 
and 

, differi in 
throat white, the 
b °U, and cu"ing 

or bro 
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!l50 WlllTE-DROWED OWL. ~{ 

the late _1onsiellr Dorci, and was said to ha e ~ 
been brought from Cayenne. vaillant supposes 
it to be a young bird, and that its plu~age in 
more advanced state might perhaps be somewhat 
different; but does not seem to think it a variety 
of the preceding species. The size of the specimen 
is not particularized by u vaillant, but if his plate 
be intended to shew the bird in its natural dimen
sions, it appears to be of the same size with the 
Strix passerina. MOl1sieur Daudin however, as 
above observed, compares itiO a large species. 
Mter all, it is perhaps not very improbable that it 
may be a ~~n ty of the Stri~ perspicillata. . 

WHITE-BROWED OWL. 

Strix soperciIiosa. S. ferruginea,fascia ut,.inque superciliari lai'J 
dc,ceJldf1lte alba. 

Ferruginous Owl, with a broad descending supe:ciliary white 
band on each side. 

La Chouette a collier. Leoaifl. ois. pl. 42. 
Strix torquata. C/lpudte d collier. Daudin. ornith. ,2. p. 193. 

,1ZE of the Strix Otus or Long-eared Owl: 
colour ferruginous brown, with a few white spots 
on the wing-coverts, edges of the shorter q'Jill" )' 
and tips of tile tail feathers: over each eye a strip~ 
of lengthened white feathers, urving slightly don n 
the sides of the neck: ·under parts whitish, tine
hued with grey-bro"'n on tile belly, where the 
feathers are crossed with numerou~ fine dusky 



ERMINE OWL. t51 . 
Jines: thighs marked with smaIl, oblong, black; h 
da!>hes: legs featl red to the toes, wbich ar ra
ther sIe der: hill and irides y How. ativ of 
Cayenne. 

ERMINE OWL. 

Strix Erminea. S. alba, ali$ maculi~ parois distantilnu 11igri" 
calida brevi. 

White Owl, with the wings markf'd by s~ 
. ~ts, and short tail. • 
StrJx candida. S. capite lam, cofporc a 

distantibus nigris. Latn. indo om. suppl. 
La Chouette blanche. Letaill. ma. pl. 45. 

E~mine Owl. Latn., suppl. 2. 

di tant white 

alaruJ» . 

DESCRIBED and figured by Levaillallt, from a 
preserved specimen whi<t.h he saw in a oll ctlon 
at Amsterdam. It size is maIler thall that fthe 
Strix Nyctea, and its shape Je~s elegant: th head 
large, the tail short, and the wing stir :1, sing it in 
length: colour of the who) bird now-whit, with 
a very few 'maIl black pot nCaI; th shoulders, at 
the tips of the wing-covet ts, and at those of tho 
'luills: bill black: irides hazel: 1 g thickly fca
thered to the claws. Native place unknown. This 

" bird is by Monsieur LevalUant con'idcl'cJ a. di -

1'nctfrom the Strix J.. Tyctca; yet when we consid r 
W' very easily the prop rtions of a bird may be 

. tered by the manner of p"eparing it, the om
parative larger .;ixe of the head ill tbis flP enn n, 
and the grea\er a.p~ent length of the ~ ing ,\\ ill 

• 

• 



iii AtTRTBIAN FERRUGINOUS OWL • . 
afford, pe .. haps, but slight ground for supposing t' 
to constitute a new species. As,this point however 
must remain undetermined till other specimens 
have been examined, I have placed it under a 
separate article, after the example of Mr. Latham. 

AUSTRIAN RUFOUS OWl.. 

~trix Noct~. " S. ,.prufo, mawl;, wngztudinalibusfiucis. iridi-
MIS jiaris: '" . 

Subrufous v .. _, with lOngitudinal brown spots, and yellow 
)rides. 

Slrix Noctua. S. capite ltEoi, aridil,u8jio'l!iJ, corpore pallide ,'Ufo 
moculis longitudinolibu.fuscis. LatA. indo ern. 

Auatrian rufous 1. Lath. '!I'" 

D ESCRInED by Scopol i: size of a pigeon: nati "'e . 
of Carnio/a, inllabiting the woods of Idria. 

A.USTRJAN FERRUGINOUS OWL. 

6trix ruCa. S. iritJjb", eterulucerllib"" corpore fm'flgineo fiuco 
f/'HICIIJatu. LiL Gmel. . 

Owl with blueish irides. and fe1'J'U.gibOllI body spotted with .I" 
brown. '" 

Strix rufa. &:opoU. cum. 1. p. 22. 
J 

Ferruginous A1l8trian OwL LlztA • .,.. 

be immediately preceding, and inhabj~-
woods.o( ~ ... ~. 



WOOD OWL. 

Strix sylvatica. S.jtrrugiRtO Stu gri to{UlCa nifro Wlna, ttc
tricibu8 albo maculatu, ocw glo/JCu. 

Ferruginous-brown or Grey-brown Owl, with the wing-covert. 
spotted with white, and glaucous eye •• 

Strix Sfridula ? S. capite ia-oi, cur pore jerrugiMo, remige ItrliD 
longiore. Lin. SJIlI. NGl. 

l.e Chatbuant. B'!ff. il. 
Strix Aldrovandi. ~~ " syn.p. 25. 

,Common Brown or Ivy Owl. Will. orR. 
Brilne, oder stock Eule. Frisch ' .. 96. 
Gelblicke oder brand Eule. FI'i8C4 t. 95. 
Tawny Owl. Pm". Brit. Zl)IX. edit.Jul. 
Brown Owl. Albin), pl. O. 
Tawny Owl. LatA.IY •. 

• 
.' 

Strix mula? S. capite l(1;'fJi, corpore .uprafuseo afho fltaculato, 
J'cctncibusjasciis linearibus albia. Li,.. S!/!t. Nat. 

Great Brown Owl. AlbiA 3. pl. '1. 
Gr~y Owl. Will. orn. 
Brown Owl. Penn. Brit. Zool. edit.Jot. 
Strix A1uco? Un. Syst. Nat. 
J:.a Hulote ? 8riss. avo 1. p. 507 • 

• 
. IT will be perceived that I have given to the 
present species, which is a very common illhabrtant 
of our own country, a name different £i'om those 
by which it has beendi~tinguished by Mr. Pennant. 
A sufficient reason for this change is, that the 
~7'O'Wn Owl and Taam!l ()(j)j of Mr. Pennant are 
~w pretty well understol)d to. be no other than 

. 4e male and female of the same species, differing 
merely ib the cast of their colours, the one haring 
more of a grey -aDd the othet of a ferruginous tiDge 

, 

• 



254. WOOD OWL. 
o 

'intermix~ 'with the brown ground-colour of their 
plumage. The separation ()f ihe English 'V ood 
Owl into two supposed species has been \:he cause 
of much confusion iii ornithological works; and a. 
the bird seems to be the only British species which 
is more particurarly found in woody than in other 

< situations, the title of lVood Owl seems best adapt
ed to its nature. In size this species equals, and 
'perhaps sometimes surpasses the common ,\Thite 
or Barn-Owl, and its colour is al elegant variega-

r <1' 

tion of blac~ streaks, spots, and freckles, dispos~ 
on a brown round-colour, which, as before men-, 
tioned, inc1i,nes in some individuals to a tawny or 
ferruginous, and in others to a grey cast: on the 
wing-coverts are several spots or p~tches of white, 
so disposed as generally to form three rows of 
spots down the coverts: the ruff or ci rc1e of rising 
plumes surrounding the face are also Jargely in
termixed with whit'e, and the lower pal't of the 
belly, witb the thighs, are of this .colour : the tail 
if! varied with black bars and markings on the 
brown or tawny grouhd-colour: the irjdes are of 
a deep glaucous. blue colour: the Jarger wing-' 
feathers are barred or crossed by ie\'eral dusky
brown bands: the legs are covered to the claws 
with whitish downy feathers, and the bill is brown. ~ 
This , bird, as before observed, chiefly frequents 
woods, and deposits its eggs, gel1erally four j~ 
number, of an elliptic form, and of a whitish colou , 
in the hollows of trees. Mr. Pennant informs 
that the Y ng birds-will teed on any dead tlMn~ 
l bere;w thoae of the white Of Bam Owl mustka 
• 
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.ALUCO OWL. t55 

a constant 'snpply of fresh meat. 'Vith J1!spect to 
the general mann4rs of the Wood Owl, Mr. Pen.. 
nant ob~rves that by night these birds Itr very 
cla.morous; and that when they hoot, their thron 
are greatly inflated: "in the dusk they npproacb 
our dwellings, and will frequently enter pigcon~ 
110 uses, and make great havock in them. Tb y . 
destroy numbers of little leverets, as appears by 
the' legs frequently found in th ir hole: th yalso 
kill abundance q[ moles, and' skill them with as 
m!lch dexterity as 'a' cook does a rabb«;,,t." 

ALUCO OWL. 

Stris Aluco. S. cincrco-jerruginelJ nigro 41boq~ macll1ata. 
Wbtul albida nigro 'tiuria, oculisfllscis. 

Cinereo-ferruginous Owl, with black and white spots, ben th 
whitish with black variegations, and brown eres. 

Strix Alueo. S. capite lar.Ji, corpore ferrvgillco, iridWIlI all it, 
remigibu; primllribus m ,ratil. Lill. Syst. rial. 

Strix cinerea? RaU. 8Jm. 
La Hulotte. Btiff.ois. Pl. Enl. 441. 
Strix AIDeo. Lath. indo orne A/uco' OWl. Latk. ty,.. • 
BrownOwl? ~nn. Brit. Zout. 

TH;IS, says BoLTon, may be termed the Blac1e 
Owl, and is larger then tbe rest of the common 
European Ow Is, mea ring near 6fte'en inches from 
tl\e tip of the Qill to the laws: the head is large. 
Jnd round; the face sunk as It were in the plumage i 
the eye , which ate of a blackish or deep brown 

bur' ". greyish ragged feathers, and 

, 

• 



y 1 () greenis,h white: to 
Ii body i5 f .deep iron-grey, 

mott wi black and W!11 ish spots; til,e under 
parts ite, Wit it~lla1 and· transverse black 
bars: the tail measures rather more than six inches 
in length, and ls c,ros it~ blackish bars: the 

. wings extend a little tieyond its tip, and when 
expanded measW'e tbreefeet: the legs are cov'ered 

. to thec1aws with whiteleatber$ speckled with black. 
The Aluco is an inhabit~t th~ middle parts of 

ttr pe, r~ding in woOds, 'reeding in hollow 
trees~ and ing fou.r l~tge, r d grey eggs ••• By 

ht it em«ges 'from its retreats, ~ order to prey 
on small birds, field-mice, &c. in the wirLter 
season sometimes a.pproaches AO 

be 8 gi' by M_., 
his ornitholo~,and by onsieur Sonnini's 

ition of Butfon, agree in giving a ,,~us or.ier- . 
ginous cast to the whole bird, paler on the undE':f 

,,.. ", .... .: ........ rts. This is .observed by nuff~",; nor does 
It appear in tbe figure engraved in the' Planches 

•• ;~~.q ... IU'·' ~~, where the wipg-coverts are evidently 
.~«=~~p«~ longit iD~y wit hite ~ arly 



UNDULATED OWL. 257 
# 

Strix AIuco may be the arne with the immediately 
precedjng. 

,I 

ORIENTAL OWL. 

Strix Orientalis. S. CQstm.ea ferru f1ineo 'Daria, collo albo nl.-
groque macula to, oubtm alba lincia tran ersis ji cis. 

Chesnut Owl varied with ferruginous, the neck potted with 
black and white, e nnder parts white with dusky t , 
verse lines. 

9trix Sinensis. S. capite laroi, ccfrpore 8U • ..talleo Jtrruginco • 
varia, gula alba, abdomine lintis trall$'Oersis ob curi,: Lath. 
indo orn. suppl. 2. 

NATIVE of China: length seventeen inches: 
legs· feathered to the toes, and barred lik the 
abdomen. 

UNDULAT D OWL. 

Strix undulata. S. capite lini, corpore fU8CO-rufo, ahdutni"1! 
alba undulato, tectricibus alarum remigibulfJue alba morgino/u. 

Lath. indo om. Ilippl. 2. 
Rufous-brown Owl, with th abdomen undulated with white, 

and the coverts and wing-feathers edged with white. 
Undulated Owl. La"'. wppl. 2. addend. 

DESCR.IBED by Mr. Latham in his 
plement. The general colour on th 
resembles that of the Grey or Brown 

v. VII. 

• 

econd sup
pper parts 
1: length 

17 



9158 BARN OWL. 

twelve inches; legs yellow; 
N 

I .' 
o lI · ... " .. 

Natiye 0 



• 
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small blackish or dusky spots. Thi species bow. 
ever sometimes· varies in having the, under part 

, yellowish: the legs are fe3:t~ered or plumed to the 
toes, which are covered by fine hair. 

It would be unnecessary to qwell long on the 
manuers of so common an inhabitant of our own 
country, where every village is acquainted with its 
general history, wl,lich cannot be better stated than 
in the words of Mr. Pennal)t, who observes that 
<, this species ~s almotlt domestic.: inhabiting (or 
the greatest part of the year, harn " hay-lofts, and 
otl' er outhouses; and is as 'Useful.Jn clearing those · 
places from mice as the congenial cat: towards 
twilight it quits its perch, and takes a regular 
circuit round the fields, skimming along the ground 
in quest of field mice, and then returns to its 
usual residence. In the breeding season it takes 
to the eaves of churches, holes in lofty bujldjll~ 
or hollows of trees. During the time the youP 
are in the nest, the male and female alterna 
sally out in que: t of food, . make their cin;uit .• beat 
the fields with the regularity of a spaniel, and drop 
illstantly on their prey in the ' grass. They "ery 
seldom stay out above five minutes; return with 
the prey in their claws; but as it is necessalY W 
shift it into their bill, they always alight for t 

purpose on the roof, before they attem.pt to enter 
their nest. This spe<;ies, I believe, does not hoot1 
but snores and hisses in a violent manner; and 
while it flies along, will often scream m tre
mendously. Its only food is Iq,ice: as the young 

• 



GEORGIAN OW,. 

of these birds keep their nest for a great length 
of time, and are fed even long at er they can fly, 
many hundreds of mice will scarcely suffice to 
supply them with food!' Mr. Pennant farther 
observes, that the usual weight of this species is 
eleven ounces, its length fourteen inches, its breadth 
tnree feet, and that the middle claw is serrated. 

GEORGIAN OWL. 

Strix Georgica. S. fwca mbjlaoo ftUciata, guZa pectoreque 
alhido-f tUcitttis, abdomine albido maculU jmugineis. 

Brown Owl, with yellow.ish bars, throat and breast with whitish 
bands, and whitish abdomen with ferrllgioous spots. 

Strix Georgica. Georgian Owl. Luk. sappi. 2 •. 

SIZE of the Barn Owl: thighs and legs clothed 
with woolly down, with small blackish spots: quill 
and tail feathers crossed by £Our or five white 
bands. Native of Geor ia in 1If .th America. 



• 
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T. DOMINGO OWL. /. . , , 
Btrix Dominicensi.. .t:;. fruco-wiria, rOltro 1IUJgtIO, }lxlomUte 

rufo, pectore Mtlculil tpnrsillonjr~.lIldirurlw_!I. 

Brown variegated Owl, _itl"";'i~ 
breast with longitudilllll 

La Chouette ou Grande 
oU. 

lJ • 



~OOBOO~ OWL. ' 

Strill Boobook. S. fusco-ferruginea tIIacllli,,ftll'DUCtfltibJII,.-
tus jerrvginea mocu/is longitudinalibuI, , 

Ferrugino.ys-brown Owl, with yellowish spots, beneath fer
ruginous with longitudinal spots. 

£-trix book. Boobook Owl. Latll. suppl. :l. 

-SIZE of the Wood Owl, to wnich it is allied: 
~highs and legs cgvered 'with yello .J wny feathers 
~!>eckled with "};)lack: bill small. Native of New. 
Hollan , where it-' kBPwn by the name of Bc)')
book. 

SOLOQNESE OWL. 

Strix Soloniensis. S. corpore supra ex atrofllsco, juhJo tJdmi.tlo, 
,ubtu$ atho, cauda atha versus apicem lineis nig"""tibu8 de
cuuantibu8. Lin. Gmel. 

Owl with the .body of a dark brown above, mixed with fulvous; 
the under parts and tail whitf, the tatter marked towards the 
tip by blackish decussating lines. 

Noctua millor dorso ferrugineo, ventre albido. SakNte OTR. 

p.56'. 

LENGTH fifteen inches: top of the ' head and 
out€r circle" of the face rufous and white mixed: 

.J" 
legs and thighs short, and feathered to the toes. 
Observed in the district of Sologne in France. 



• 

lIIOUNTAIN OWL. / 
Stri: ~ntan\. S. cinerea, gula.ol'bitisque nigm, i~idiJJuljl(J'Du, 

cauda subellPlgata. / -
Cinereous Owl, with the throat and.orbits black; the irides 

yellow, and the tail sube1ongated. 
Mountain Owl. Loth. &1IJ1Pl. 8tm barbata. Lat 'nd. (hit • . 
NATIVE of Siberia: allied 0 the Aluco Owl: 

bill y low:' abit mountainous region • 

• 

FERNANDEZ IAN OWL. 

Strix Fernandic~ S. corpore fulvo, albo fuseo 4 nigro 'liario, 
oculis nigris, palpebris ctrrtlleis. Lin, Gmel. 

Owl with fulvous body, variegated with white, browD, and 
black; with black eyes and blue eyelids. 

titrix Chichictli, /.atn. indo 01'11. 

SAID to be of v ry full pl1mage, appearing as 
large as a Hen: legs feathered. SPgbt)y descrihed 
by Fernandez in his Ristory of New SJlaiu, of 
which region it is a native. • 

• 



TRANSATLA.arTtC OWL} 
, 

Strl Transatlantica. S. corport: nigro jlavcscc!.;ut albo fuJvUljIle 
'Var v; Bubtus albo. 

Owl with body varieg,ated above by black, pale yellow, white, 
and us; beneath white. 

~trix: 'liolchiquatli. Lin. Gmel. 

TI,lIS seems much allied to th preceding, and 
is said to be a. bird of v~ry full pluI,W'...se: tb under 
wi g-coverts are black, mixed with fulvous: bill 

~ 0 

c- acR: . 1i~gs c'()ver~ ... 2y (ulvous feathers. Slighthf 
descri ~d by F:ernande~ under the name of Tolchi-· 
quatli. Native of Mexico . 

., 
PASSERINE OWL. 

Strix passerina. S. subolivaceo-Ju6ca alhido maculata, IfIhtUl 
alhida. f usco maculata, remigibus albo-fasciatis, iridib,/S jltJ'ou. 

Subolivaceous brown Owl, with whitish spots, beneath whitish 
with brown spots, wing-fddthers barred with white, and 
yellow irides. • 

Strix J>l>3serina. S. capite ltEvi, remigibus maculis. alhiJ quinqllt 
.ordinum. Lin. Syst. Nat. • 

Little Owl. Will. om. Penn. Brit. Zool. 
Litde Owl. Edw. pl. 228. , 

SIZE that of a Mi5~el Thrush: length about eipt 
inches and a half:· colour on the upper parts olive- • 
b J with lighter and deeper variegations: 
wings <varied with pale brown; the coverts with . 
numel'o~s round whitish spots: the scapulars deep 
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brown, with large curved or lunated white~ : 
larger quill-feat rs barred with the oar,0l,our: 
face w~tish, fith small oblong ~ark streak: Jlad 
deep brown, with a white streak 011 the ~t of 
each feather: ridge of the wings white: under 
parts whitish, but mark d on thO' brea::.t d ides 
with numerous Iunated or somewhat heart- ap<>d 
brown spots: tail short, b(Lrr d with deep and 
pale brown: legs whitish, and covered to the claws 
with sn6.11 hai 0 e plumes: 0 bill horn-co]our, with 
J>aler tip: irides yellow: orbits s~;rounded .. w ..... it~..., 
10 black hair'. --

This species is found in many parts of Europe, 
but is very rare in England. It appears to vary, 
not only in the. cast of its plumage, but in tho 
colour of its irides, which in s0D?-e specimen are 
said to be black or dark blue; and such birds are 
observed to be of a darker colour than those in 
which the irides are yellow. The Passerine Owl 
frequents ruins, and is said to deposit its eggs in 
such situations more frequently than in tr es. It 
is a bird of a very wild ~i osition, and the YOUll , 

when taken even in the earlies* state, soon exhibit 
• 

a ferocious character, and differ totally in temPl1r 
and manners from those of the Scops or Little 
Horned Owl. Of this ,ve are assured hi Spall an
,zani, Who reared these- bird, 'n order to become 
acquainted with their instinct and habits. 

• 



NEW ZEALAND .owL 
( r 

St'l( fulva. S. fU$ca, ;llorgillibu8 pcnnarufn gcnisqut fuM" 
caudafaaciis pallentibus. 

Brown Owl, with -the cheeks .md margins of the feathers 
fulvous, and the tail crossed by pale bars. 

e Strix fulva . New Zealand Owl. Lath. . . 

LENGTH eleven inches: upper parts brown mar· 
gined with fulvous: breast and b~ the same, but 

~~al~e.r: cheek~ fUlvous: thighs brown spot'ted witq 
(white: ' tail cross~itl?, pale-brown bands. N~e 
of New Zeala.nd. It irsaid to vary in being spotted 
a,bove with white. 

ACADIAN OWL. 

Strix Acadiensis. S. fusco-flrroginca albo maculata, IUht"' 
lfIhalbida 1I'loculis jerrugineis,jacie cinerea. , 

Ferruginous-brown Owl, spotted with white, beneath aubal
bescent spotted with ferrut\nous, with grey face. 

Strix. AcadieDsis. AOcldian Owl. ;Lath . .. 
LENGTH seven inches: feather~ surrounding the 

eyes and composing the face ash-colour. but the 
part immediately , .. c:arrounding each eye blac~; 
and the outer part of the circle mixed with wbite: 
quills spotted with white on their outer edgea: 
lege covered to the toes with buff-coloured £eatbers. 
Said to be a native of Nova Sc9tia. 



• 

hNGMA .... ', OWL. / 

• ~ ' J 
Strix Tengmalmi. S. corpore gfileo. tJIIICIIlU puifor~ 41bil. 

iridiblll jia'Dia. Lin. Gmtl. 
Grey Owl, with pea· shaped white ,pots, and yellow iridei. 
Strix Tengma)mi. Latn. itui.o,.,.. 

SIZE of a Thrustl! bill brown, with a white tip: 
betwee~ the :it"and eyes 'on ea~h sid a black 
jtreak: face white, varied with brQwn: bod.J...;~· __ ""I 
n~ous, with pea-shaped l' .!lpots: br~st and. 
belly whitish, with dusky variegations: taN. deep 
grey with white stripes: legs feathered to the 
claws: native of Upland in Sweden: observed hy 

, Doctor Tengmalm. ' 

rar. 

DWARF OWl .• 

This, which is describe and figured by Monsieur 
Levaillant under the name of. La Clte'Oeclwtte, is 

• 
allied to the immediately preceding, but appears 
to be considerably smaller, since, according to 
Levaillant's plate, it can hardly rnea~ure more 
than six inches. Like the pI eding it is allied in 
point of plumage to the Pas erine Owl, being of 
an olive-brown colour, ~'ariegated with white: the 
bead speckled, anel the neck and cov~rts dashed 
with that colour; intermixed with blackish pots: 
rida-e of the wini' and tips . of the alulet white:. 



268 PHALiENOID OWL. 

Jarg wing-coverts slightly tipped, the quills barr 
or spo . eJ, and the tail c:ossed t by four or five 
l1a~ ow b rs of white: under parts, mixe4 with 
whit and brown: legs feathered to the claws, and 
of a yellowish white colour, with oblong black 
spots: bill and irides yellow, This bird was ob
s~rved by Levaillant in a collection of dried speci
mens, and its native country was unknown. 

, 

PHALlENOID OWL • 

. 
Strix phalrenoiCles. S. fuZva, tcctricibu$ alarum i1ifen'orihlll 

albo maculatis, SUbtU8 albo rufo'lile 'Val'io, pedibus hirsutis. 
Fulvous Owl, with the under wing-covertt. SP()t~ with white, 

beneath variegated with rufous and white, with hairy feet. 
Strix phalrenoide,s. Daudin. 01'11. 

THIS small species is described by Monsieur 
Daudin, and measures six inches in length: the 
bill is blackish; the plumage tawny or subfulvous 
on the upper parts, and tile wing-coverts are mark
ed by six white spo.ts: the cheeks al'~d under parts 
of the' body varied with rufous and white: the 
wings cover the tail, 'rhich is short: the legs are 
feathered to the claws with reddish plumes. This 
bird was killed in).J-<e island of frinidad, and is 
preserved in t.he Paris Museum. 



I ) BARE-LEGGED OWL. 

- I 
Strix nndipes. S. corpore supra Justo 4ibo nllJCuiato, $~tu, albo 

maculi' lyrifarmibUll fuscis. • 
Owl with brown body spotted with white, beneath white with 

lyre-shaped brown spots. 
Strix nudipes. Daudin. ern • . 

# . . 

DESCRIBED l>yMon 'ieur Daudin: length seven 
-inches: colour above fulvou browrt, with a wbi 
spet on each side the neck, .~ oth r spot of whit 
on the wing-coverts: the under parts au! white, 
withalongitudinal, lyre-shaped,brown spot on each 
feather: leg') long, naked, and brown. The young 
are rufous, and the belly whiter than in the full
grown bird. Native of Cayenne. . 
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GREY OWL. 

~trix Ulula. S. rufescen6 maculi8 longitudinalibul, subtw albid4 
• lineolis Juscis, cauda /weo fasciata, iridiolls .flavis. 
Rufescent Owl, marked above with l~ugitudiL1al brown spOUt 

beneath whltiih wi¢. small bro4ro streaks, an yellow 
. 'd . ...... \ 
If! es. , _ 

Strix Ulula ? ~; 'capite llE'Vi, corpore supra fusco-albo moeldatu, ---'ett- ;cibusJascUs linearifnu alb(s. IAn. Syst. Nat. f' 

La Chouette au Grande eche. B'!if. (lis. 
Brown Owl? Lath. syn. Grey Owl? Will. orn. 

THE species here intended is d~ribed by Huffon 
und r the name of La Chouette ou G'I'ande Clteveche. 
It is, he obser'ves, pretty common in Franc€:, but 
does Ilot frequent habitations so much as the Barn 
or 'Vhite Owl. It haunts quarries, rocks, ruins, 
and deserted buildings. The colour of its irides, 
which are of a bright yellow, distinguishes it from 
the Aluco and Stridula. ~ The difference howevel' 
b tweep it and the Barn or White Owl (Effraie) is 
more slight, since in that bird the irides are yellow 
also·, and surrounded by a circle of small white 
feathers: the under part of the belly i,s tinged with 
yellow, and the siat"'of the two birds is nearly the 
same; but the present species is of a deeper colour, 
and is marked with spots resembling small flames, 

• 
-In the English Barn Owl they are duaky bh&e . 

• 



GREY OWL. 

whereas those of the White Owl are like little 
points or drop , 'l3.nd hence the former ha been 
called Noctu(}.,jlllmmeata, 'and th latter "Noc ua 
guttata. Thl feet of the present species ar . ' ore 
'closely covered with feathers; and. the hill is brown, 
while in the Barn Owl it is whitish., and Lrown 
only towards the tip. In th present species als\) 
the female is maTked with sma11er spots than the 
male, and its eolo·ur are more dUnt. The ex· 
treme lln O'tll 01 tl . s species is only,eleven inchesllf-. 

In Monsiet1t Sonnini'8 dition of Buffon we have 
adoscription ofthisbird byM-:.nsieur Virey; given· 
in the form of a note. This bird, says he, ntay be 
distinguished by the colour of the head, neck, 

• breast, under p¥ts of the body, and flanks, which 
are whitish, with a faint tinge of red, and slightly 
clouded with brown: on all the feathers is a Ion. 
giindinal brown streak: the hind parts of the i?ody, 
as the rump, and tail-coverts, are of a pale rufous, 
with earth-brown spot : the belly ~hite: the wing. 
feathers varied (chaman'ies) with rufous and brown, 
with bl'Own tips: the taildjs marked by transverse 
brown bars, and a pale yell~w down clotl~es the 
legs and feet: the iri. is yellow: the bill and 
claws b ck. 1h colours of the female are paler, 
ann the brown spots less apparent. Tt,le young 
are of a whitish grey mixed Wlv.., brown, and after
wards grow rufous. 

In the nortbero parts of- S~ eden occurs a sup-

.. Accordiog to Yr. Latham, Dfteen and a half; and a&:ording 
to the Gmelian edition of d:.e Syatema Naturae, fourteen inches. 



.17i CASPIAN 0 L. 

posed variety of thi peci s, 6gured in the Mu um 
Carlsonianum of Sparrman, under the title of Stn.!' 
A ' tica. It differs in being muc. I rger, meaSllr
ing ~ghteen inches 'in 1 ngth, .an· of a darker 
colour, being feryrrginous above, with black spots; 
and beneath m.arked with black lines or streaks: 
.ail barred with black and ferruginous, and a black
ish bar b neath the wings: the orbits of the eyes 
a~ also black: the irides, as III tIle smaller kind. 
yellow. . ,. 

' .. () 

CASPIAN OWL. 

~trix Caspia. S. corpore s~pra lutes~cnt, SlIbtU$ tx ["tcscel/tt < 

'(lZbo, till/ris utrinque lungitudiltalibus nigricamibus SIIUUS gut
taJi~, iridi6l1s citrillis. 

Subluleous Owl with dusky longitudinal stre~ks, beneath yel
lowish white with drop-shaped spots, and yellow iridps. 

StrLx accipit;ioa. Jill. Grnel. Pall. it. I. p. 455. 
Caspian Owl. Lath. S!JTI. 

DESCRlDED by Dr. Ffd.Has, who discovered it in 
the d sert region~ bordering on the Caspian sea. 

also inhahit many parts of Siberian Tartary, 
re it hau been observed by Gmelin prior to 

Pall a.". n size it approaches to the Brown 0 1. 
(S. UJula.) Col above yellowish; w.~h< . 
dina! du ky or blackish streaks; beneatD pa.ler, 
with drop-shaped spots: quill. feathers. barred with 
blackish- row)): tail shorter thi1n tbe wings, fOlUid
~l. dusky, markeu with df'cper bands, and edged 
with \\;hltish: eircle of the face white, with black~ 

.. ... 
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yeHo.-ish treaks: a.oove the eyes a black spot: 
legs covered b". ~llow down: bilJ black: irides 
pale yellow: This pe' s depo. its It eggs ill 
hollow spo r , on the bare' r d of the paspian 
deserts. Mr. Latham, in hi hz1.e.r Ornitll1)logicus, 
considers it as a variety of the tri..t' Ulu,la. 

, ' . 
• 

• CANADA ·OWL • 
• 

• Strix Canadensis, S. usco albogue maculaFo, slIbtut.fasciolato, 
• cauda alba fasciat((. · • 
Owl OQ the upper parts ~potted, on the under fasciofated with • 

brown and white; the tail barred with white. 
Strix funerea ? S. capite l~vi, cor pure fusco, !iridibU$ jlavis. 

Lin. SJ/,t. Nat. 
Strix Canadensis. Bri". a'll.!. t. 3i.f. 2. 
Canada Owl. Lat". s!ln. 

LI N ~US describ s the present species, which 
app,ears to be common to the n rtncrn part of 
Europe and America, in the following nlanner. 
Body brown above, wIt!!.. white pots: the head 
black above, with white spec1ts: bill whit above: 
bre t and abdomen whitish, with linear transv e 

. (dusky) streaks: the five first interior quill-feathers 
not spotted with white on their oute,. webs: the 
tail-feathers crossed with narl w whitisli bars, the 
middle feathers scarcely white at the tips. 

Brisson describes the Bird in similar terms, 
adding that the length is thirteen incMs, and that 

e greater quill-feathers are spotted on each sid'e 
with hite, five of the' inner ones being plain. 

v. VII. 18 
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m ; DSONIAN" OWL. 
o 

Doctor Forster, who observed it at Hudson's ~ay ~ 
informs us that the male is larger tVJan the female, 
with the colours darker and the spots m'Ore di inct: 
its weight twel ve ounces, and its leng ~ seventeen 
inches. 

IJODSONIAN OWL.· 

Strix. Huclsonia. &. fU$c.a alba maculata, $ btus alba fUKO trans.. 
'Otrsim stri,ata, r<vstro iridibllsque ful1:is. 

Brown c5'wl spotted with white, beneath white with trans 
lineaJl streaks, and· flli ous bill and irides. 

Little Hawk Owl. Edw. pl. 62. 
Strix: freli Hudsonis. Briss. I. p. 520. 
Caparacoch. Buff: ois. 
Hawk Owl. Lath. $!lII. 

THE first describer of this species seems to (HIve 
been Edward, who has figured.it pn the sixfy
second plate'of his excellent ornithological work., 
"It is rather bigger, says Edwards, than a Sparrow
Hawk, having much the 'il.ir of a Hawk, from the 
1ength of its wings Ilnd tail; but the form of the 
h d and feet declare it to be near of kin to' the 
Owl kind. I am told by my friend who brought 
two of thei~' stuffed skins to me, that they fly and 
prey at high noon, ~ch is contrary to the nature 
of mo t of the 'Owl kind. The bill is like a Hawk's~ 
but without angles on the ides; of a bright red..: 
dish yellow I am told ihat the eyes are of the 
same <;!olour. The spaces round the eyes are white, 
a little shaded with, brown, and dashed with small. 

' .. 
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longish, du ·ky spotS! the out ides of the e pace; 
,) towttrds the ears, are encGmpas d with black: 

without that a·gain is a little white: the biH is 
4 I 

covered aIm 5t wit.h light-CQloured bl'istly feath rs, 
.as in most Jf the Ow) kind: the top of th h ad is 
of a very dark brown, spott finely with little 
regular round spot of white: round the neck, and 
down to the middle of the back, i dark bro~n," 
the feathers s em.ing to be tipp ,d with white: the 
wings 1re of ~ brown colour, the quill and overt
feathers being ffnely spotted on their outer web 

• with white: the three quills next the bod~ are not 
spotted, but have whitish t1p : thefi .ath rs betwee 
the back and wing are painted with broad trans- , 
verse bars of brown and whi(e: the in,n r coverts 
of the wing :fre white, ' with transverse line' of 
brown: the quills withinside are dark ash~colour. 
with white spots on both webs: the prime quill is 
spotless within, and without on its outer web, and 
hath. hardly any of that reflecting back of the 
points of the outer web, as is obs rvcd in Owls: 
the rump and covert-feathers of the t::til are dark 
brown, transversly barre~ and mixed with a lighter 
brown; the tail on the upper ide is da~ " brown, 
and ash-coloured beneath, composed of tw Ive 
feather., the middlemost longer by two inches than 
the very outermost: it is barred aCf(~ s by eren 
or eight transver e narrow oors of light brown: 
the breast, belly, thighs, and coverts under the 
tail are white, barred. across with narrow brown 
lines, in a regular manner: the legs nd feet are 

.~------~----------~ 
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wholly covered with fine soft feathers of the colour 
of the belly, but ,he variegatin~ lines smaller: 
the claws are sharp, crooked; and p.ointed, of a 
dark brown colour. There was anpther of this 
species .brought with this, wliich was a'i;ttle bigger, 
and differed somothing in colour: it had aU the 
same marks, but not so strong and bright. I suppose . 

--, it • was the female of this. These were brought 
fi'om Hudson's Bay, where it native name is 
Caparacoclt. It preys. on white p~rtriug~s, and 
other birds, and is so bold as to" attend near the 
fowler wjth his ' gun, and will sometimes carry ofP 
!l partridge after it is sHot, before the sportsman 
'an reach his game." 

In the Arctic Zoology we are informed that 
·this species is common to North j-\.merica, Den
mark, and Sweden: that it never hatches above 
two young at a time, which for some months aft<:!r 
flight remain of a rusty brown colour. 

c 

• 

c .,-
• 

• 
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URAL OWL. 

• 
Strix trralensis. S. alba slIpra ~".,M#'·""'''''''" ... m f(w:jjIiJIl:. 

dulata, sllbtu$ linct/ta, caudafas(u luu:aribu8 

White Owl, above transversly barred d Ull'l~""'_ be:~ath :~ 

!ineated with brown; the tail crossea by " ... ~a,. .. ;t..: 
Strix Uralensis. PaY. it. 1. p. 455. 
Chouette a longue queue de Siberie. 
Ural·Owl. Latll. BY" • . 

:markS 
parl' barred with similar mark 
brown; the coverts bor~red 
white; and the quill-feathers 
ones: the scapular-feathers whit,i 
four deep brown middle 
brown, with pretty nUl emus narrow itc 
the bill is yellow: t~e legs tl ic~Jy fcathercdt<Hbe 
claw , and barred 1 tIC head and urid I' parts: 
down each cheek runs a blackish curved hand, as 
in the Caparacoch, to which the present bird is 
certainly much allied in geuerdl appe~rance, but 
. cems to have a much 'mol' ,/ I gnnt eli position 

'J 



AFlUCAN OWL • 

• 
of colours, the tail Ion er in proportion. An~ 
observation ade by Monsiepr. Virey, co ied, 
probably, .Ithet' 'from Doctor P-dllas .or Lerechin, 
scems to militate aO'ainst the supposition of its 

• being a 'variety of the Hawk Owl ; viz. that the 
" three first wing-feathers are serrated on the outcr 

• dge; whereas we shall find, on recurring to 
Edwards's description of the Hawk Owl, that" the 
prime quill hath hardly any of th,at reflecting back 
of the P9ints of the outer web as .is obs~·.\'ed in 
O wl:'." It is ~ native of mauy parts o(Siberia, 
and alo .g the cllain of the Ural :{l1ountains. ~l ts· 
• • 
size i . said by Ivlonsiem Viicy to be that o~· thc 

Iulotte, (S. Aiuco. Lin.) It is obseryed during 
sev re ft'ost to retire into the ca~ities of focks, and 

II 

docs not again make its appearance tiU the Tf!tuTI\ 
()f finc weather. 

AFRICAN OWL. 

StriK~riC:l~~' • $1/[1I1sca sVlJtus ni,(;I!IJ, caudafascii:; nllmCl'osm 
[Me riblls 'a/bis. 

Brow iPh Owl, slIow-,,'hite ben~ath, with the tail cros!:ed by 
nu erous linear white bars. 

Le CbOllCOU. Leraill. ois. pl. 38. 
Fillconine 0\\'1. Lath. '~!ln. suppl. l . 

.I 
/ If' genera! prof)ort.ions exactly similar to the 
~mmediately preceding species, but is of smaller 
size, measnring about ten inches in length. Its 
colour above is an e] gaut Ilale brown, the shOl·te 
(l'-lill-fcathers tiPI d wi~h dull white; the tail 

. " 



• 
• VARIEGATED OWL. 

~ ~rossed by numerou nan'ow or line . wliite bars; 
the race and w 1 und l' parts whIt with' the 
shafts qf the'thigh-featll r dusky, forming a flne 
streak down ach: the bilt is black; the irides 
yellowish-hazel, and the ey s be I.t on a 'b side 
the back part with sevel'al 10nO' diverging ribrissre 
or hairs of a black colour. This I O'ant ped, 
is a native of the illteriol' of .Africa, appearing only 
during twiligbt, aj1t1 moving with rapid flight. Th 
female I said 10 be rather smaller than the male, 
,rnd of ; les" pur~ white beneath:. On opening 
the. stomach Levaillant ob ~rved only the ie ins 
of-i ,eets, and .of 'a small land frog. This bjrd, as 
before observed, .emerges only in the evening, ~ n(}. 
even later thap otber nocturnal birds of pr y. 
During its flight'it kims the surface of the ground, 
uttering at frequent intervals a sharp cry. 

VARIEGATED OWL. 

Strix Nisuella. S. fuseD IJlbid~ue 8uUtrans'lJersi1ll !()orio, subtull 
,"ndutata, torquefaciali nigro margi'lata, cauda CllJI.eatfl. 

Owl subtransversly varieg~ted with brown and whit, bene:sth 
undulated; the ruff of the face edged with black. and the 
tail cuneated. 

Le Chou cou bou. Lcvaill ois. pt. 3Q. 
Variegated Owl. Lath. suppl. 2. 

.. 

SIZE of S. Otus: habit ;:,omewhat approaching to 
that of the Hawk Owl: colour a subtl'an verse 
mixture of dark-brown and wkite, witl) a cast of 
fenuginous: the under parts more closely or nar
rowly barred than the uppe'". face whitc~ dashed 

• 



, 
~80 LI~EATED OWL. 

with small~aCkiSh streaks, the tips 
rounding fc Ulers bJack: tail 
and crosse by brown and 

• the red to the c1aws ~· bill 
Native-of the interior of 
served by Leraillttut. It 
when disturbed ·or 

of the sur'" 
cuneated7 

l~gs fea
yellow. 
was ob-

?!f~lllYt unlebs 
the 

WQods. 

'hi te; the tail crossed 

1aQq'~~~ega . S; allied i.n SO e degree to 
. the ~acoch or Ha: k Owl, but of .less slender 

and ~ith a horter tail in proportion : olour 
..,fQilJl, -crossed on aU parts with very nume~'oll s 

ines or narroW .ballS. which on the head may 
be rather termed spots: the wings are br~wn, with 
narro\ver and mote distant lines than on the body; 
and the tail, w~ is of a darker. colour than the 
body, is crossed at considerable Jlstances by 11:1 1'--

row sUbint.errupted. baro 'of pUTe white. Native of 
Cayenne, aid to fly by day, in the 
manner of the Caparacoch . 

• 
EN!) OF PART I. 

T. Dltlison. wml'ard-s/rrft • 
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