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QUADRUPEDS. 

ORDER 

FER .lE. 

PHOCA. SEAL. 

Generic Character. 

Dentes Primores superiores Fore-teeth in the upper jaw 
sex, acuti, paralleli: exte- six; pointed, parallel: the 
riores majores. exterior larger. 

Inferiores, quatuor, paralleli, In the lower jaw four; blunt. 
distincti, requales, obtusius- ish, parallel, distinct, equal. 
culi. 

Laniarii solitarii, robusti, 
acuti; superiores ab inciso
ribus, inferiores a molari
bus remoti. 

Molares quinque, v. sex, an
gusti, tricuspidati. 

Pedes postici coaliti. 

Canine-teeth Olle on each side 
in both jaws, large, point • . 
ed: the upper ones distinct 
from the cutting-teeth; the 
lower from the grinders. 

Grinderl five on each side 
above, six below: obtusel,. 
tricuspidated. 

~IS genus, like the preceding, is marine. It 
is"however, so constituted as to require occaSion
all1 some intervals of repose, and even a consider-

P. II. 17 
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able degree of continuancel on dry land; forsak
ingl at particular periods, the water, and congr -
gating in vast multitudes 011 the shores, on float
ing ice, or on insulated rocks; especially dnring 
the season in which the young are produced. 

The most common species, or that which seems 
to have been known from the times of the most 
remote antiquity, is the Pboca vitulina, or Sea
Calf, as it is generaUy tenned. 

COM' )1 SEAL. 

Phoca VituIii,la. P. (a/itt itrariaJatDtt arvict Itf'TJi, corporf./rtmr. 
Lin. $.lSf. Nat. Gint!. p.63. . 

Earkss brown Seal, with smooth bead and neck. 
Vitulus maris .QCeani. lUtMtl./iK.. p. 458. 

hoca seu vitulus marinus.. Gem.1IIJIIIlI. 70%. A/dr. pisco 7%2. 

Le Fhoque. JIw.I. 13.1· 3H·pl. 4). 
Con11bon Seal. Pnmalft f<...ruuIr. %.p. 270. 

The CIQ)llIl).<ln Seal.. or Sea-calf. 

This animal is a native of the Eumpean seas, 
and' found about all dle coasts of the northern 
hemisphere, and even extends as far as the appo
site one, ~eing seen in vast quantities about the 
southern polar regions. ·We are informed by 
Mr. Pennant, that it also inhabits fiome fres va
ter laket~ as that of Baikal, Oron, &c. and that 
in these lakes it is considerably smaller, but l"Ruch 
fatter thaD when fOllnel jn the ~ea. The Co. t 

de Buffon imagines the MediteJ'fanean Seal, a dj'5-
tinct species from this, to have been the Ph 'ca 





COluroN SEAL. i51 
of the ancients; grounding his idea on tIle rougber 
and longer hair in that species~ which he thinks 
must have been alluded to by Pliny, who speaks 
of a popular opinion that the Lair of the Phoca, 

. in the dried skin, always roughens or rises up at 
the time of the reflux of the sea, and which the 
Count de Buffon thinks could not have been ima
gined of the common or present spedes, on ac
count of its short and close hair. Mr. Pennant~ 
however, with much greater probability, supposes 
the present to be the ancient Phoca, since it agrees 
exactly with the description given by Aristotle, 
and which cannot be applied to the Mediterra
nean Seal. 

'The size -of tlle Seal varies, but its general 
length seems to be from five to six feet. The 
head is large and round: the neck sroall and 
short : on each side the mouth are situated seve
ral strong vibrissre or whiskers; each hair being 
marked thrQughout its whole length with nume
rous altemate contractions and dilatations. The 
parts about the shoulders and breast are very 
thick, and from thence the body tapers towards 
the tail. The eyes are large: there are no exter
nal ears: the tongue is bifid or cleft at the tip. 
The legs are so very short as to be scarcely per-
ceptible; and the hinder ones are so placed as to 
be only of u~e to the animal i~ swimming, or but 
Ve • ttle to assist i in walking; being situated 

e extremity of the body, and close to each 
othe. All the feet are strongly webbed, but the 
hind ones much more widely and conspicuoualy 
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than the fore. The toes' on' all the feet are five 
in number, and the claws are strong and sharp. 
The tail is very short. The whole animal is co
vered with short thick-set hair. In colour the 
Seal varies considerably, bejng sOl't)etimcs grey~ 
sometimes brown or blackish, and sometimes va
riously patched or spotted with white or yellow
ish. When these animals collect together in great 
numbers on the s1101'e, they diffuse a very strong 
and disagreeable smell. This is a particularity 
.observed by Homer, who represents Menelaus re
lating his adventure on tht Isle of Pharos:. where 
he was constrained to lie for a time among a flock 

. of seals. disguised in the skin of one of these 
animals. 

Seals may often be observed sleeping on the 
tops of rocks, near the coast; but when approach
ed too near, they suddenly precipitate themselves 
into, the water. Sometimes, however, their sleep 
is very profound, and it is even affirmed by some 
that the Seal sleeps more profoundly than most 
other quadrupeds. The structure of the Seal is 
so singular, that, as Buff'on well observes, it was a 
kind of model, on which the imagination of the 
poets formed their Tritons, Sircl18, 'and Sea-Gods, 
with a human head, the body of a .quadruped, and 
the tail of a fish. The Seal is possessed of a, con
siderable degree of intelligence, and way be 
tamed, so as to become perfectly fam~liar ..... "",ith ( 
those to whose care it is committed; and eVf'':'l d.>-
exhibit several tricks and gesticulatiops. Of this 
we have numerous examples. The female Seals 
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produce their young in the winter sea.4Ion, and 
seldom bring more than two at a birth. It is said 
that they suckle the young for about the space 
of a fortnight on the spot wher'e they were born, 
after which they take them out to sea, and in
struct them in swimming and seeking for their 
food, which cqnsists not only of fish, but of sea
weeds, &c. &c. When the young are fatigued, 
the parent is said to carry them on its back. The 
Seal is sllpposed to be a long-lived animal, and 
Buffon is even inclined to suppose that it may at
tain to the age of :;n hundred years. The voice 
of a full-grown Seal is a hoarse kind of sound, 
110t unlike the barking of a dog: that of the 
young resembles the mewing of a kitten . . They 
have, however, like most , other quadrupeds, va
rious inflexions of voice, according to the passions 
with which they aTe inspired. 'They are said to 
delight in thunder-storms, and at such periods to 
sit on the rocks and contemplate with seeming 
delight the convulsions of the. elements; in this 
l'espect differing wiclely from the terrestrial quad
]' peds, which are extremely terrl'tied at such ' 
times. Seals are generally very fat, and are 
hunted ' in the nortllern regions for the sake of 
their oil, which forms a great artic1e of com
merce: their skins aISl) are much Q.Sed fOT 'Variou$ 
acoDomical purposes. 
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Pboca Bicolor. p, ,ugra iJUlJlTicrJata, al60 'tI.w. ".,. eltmgato. 
jlttfjhur /JDsttriDrihur lmtlllis. 

Earless black Seal, variegated with white, with elongated nose, 
and lunated hin!i feet. 

I.e Phoque a ventre blanc. Buff. 111/,1. 6, p. 310,1,1. f+ 
Pied Seal. ptmllf1lt ~tudr. 2. p. %73. 

'fRIS species, according to 1\fr. Penn~nt, dif
fers from the former, in l1aving the nose taper 
and lengthened; the fore feet"furnished wjth five 
toes inclosed in a membrane, but very dis inct: 
th claws long and trait: tbe bind feet very 
broad: fivr: distinct toes, with the claws just ex· 
tending to the margin of the membrane, wh'ch 
expands into the form of a crescent. 

In. the first or folio edition of the Briti 'h Zoo
logy, it is not considered as distinct from the com
mon Seal,. of which it was regarded as a mere va
riety; but in the third editioIl of the History of 
Quadrupeds it is desCribed and figuTed under the 
title of the Pied Seal. It is also figured by the 
Count de lhrlfon in his sixth supplemental volume, 
ad is there considered as a distinct species. The 
Count de Buffon m.rves, that it frequents the 
couts of the Adriatic, growing to the length of 
seven feet and a half. In colour it varies~ like 
the common Seal; Mr. Pennant's specimen lkip$ 
black, with white throa.t and neck; while that di· , 
acribed by Bufi'oll was black, with a white belty
It may be tamed like the common &aJ, and ia 
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then of a mild' disposition, though ferocious · when 
first taken. Mr. Pennant's figure lieeltls to differ 
considerably from Buff on's> which latter bas a. 
much thicker neck> larger head, and shorter snout 
in proportion. .It was particularly fond of eeL'J 
and carp, with which it was fed during the time 
of its captivity, and which were first rolled in 
salt, in order to render them more agreeable to 
the animal. 

MEDI'l'ERRANEAN SEAL. 

Phoca Monachus. P. capift inauricrJdIi, tientibtu i1J£isDrifNs IItriru-o. ... 

'lUI maxilLe '1l11llU1r, }ailnis intiivisis, lkurtil tJ(Ullguil#lalis. lin. 
Syst. NIII. Glllel.p. 6.;. 

IUrmamr IUt. nat. scrutat. Berol. +. p. 456. t. 12, 13. 
Earless Seal, with four cutting-teeth in each jaw, the fore feet 

undivlded, the hinder pinniform and without claws. 
Mediterranean Seal. Pmnll1ll f<....uadr. p. %73. 

THIS species has obtained the name of Mona
elms, or cowled Seal, from the looseness or width 
of the skin behind the neck, which, when the 
animal is placed on its back, folds like a monk's 
cowl. It inhabits the Mediterranean Sea, growing 
to the length of more .than eight feet. The head is 
small: the neck longer than that of the common 
Sea]; the orific(S of the ars not larger ,than a. 

... : the hail' sHott and tude: the colour du ky, 
potted with ash..colollT: the toes on the fore feet 

lilwe nails.. but tht bind teet resemble fins, and 
have no nails. This speeies se~mJ to have b$ 



LONG-:NECKED SEAL. 

Phoca Longico1Iis. P. inauriculata, collo tlonga/o, pedihul illlJmo";

bus pi1t1liformihus. 
Earless long-necked Seal, with the fore feet pmniform. 
Long-necked Seal. PtmliIIIJ :!!..,uadr. 274. Grtw mM:. ng. SK. 

'·95· 

W I'fH a. slender body: length from nose to the 
fore legs as great as from them to the tail: no 
claws on the fore feet, which resemble fins. This 
species is mentioned by Grew in his Museum of 
the Royal Society, and is figured in the Ph~loso
phical Transactions. Its native place is uncer .. 
taint 

FALKLAND ISLE SEAL. 

Phoca Falklandica. P. dnerea. copitt auriculato, dentihus indsori-
bus sukatis. • 

Cinereous Seal, with small pointed ears, and the cutting-teeth 
marked with furrows. 

Falkland hie Seal. Pt1tIIIZ1d :!!..,UIZIIr. p. 275. 

THIS is found in the seas about Falkla:nd isles, 
and is about four feet long, with short cineroous 
bair, tipped with dull white: the nose short, ana . 
beset with black bristles: ears short, narrow, ua -< 
pointed: the upper c.utting-teeth furrowed trans ... 
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v~rsly: the lower ill an opposite direction: on 
each side of the canine teeth a lesser or secondary 
one: the gtinders are conoid~ with a small pro
cess on each side, near the base: the fore feet 
have no claws, but the bones of the toes~ which 
are nve in number, may be all felt beneath the 
skin or web, which extends a good way beyond 
their ends: the toes of the hind feet are four, 
with long and strait claws; the skin stretching 
far beyond them. 

TORTOISE-HEADED SEAL. 

Phoca Testudinea. P. capite ttItutiineo, collo graci/i. 
Seal with tortoise-shaped head, and slender neck. 

Tortoise-headed Seal. Pennant 52..uadr. p. 276. 

WITH head shaped like that of a Tortoise: neck 
slender: feet resembling those of the common 
Seal. This is described by Dr. ParsoIls, in the 

hilosophical Transactions, who informs us that 
it is found on several of the European coasts. 

RIBBON SEAL. 

Phoca 'Fasciata. P. nigriulIu,fascia dmali sJJfURilra/aj/mltl. 
Blackish Seal, with a squarish 4(Jm} yellow band. 

Ribbo~ Seal. PtlpltPd f<...Matir. p. %76. . 

• T~IS spe~ies, which is at present only known 
m a part of its akin described by the celebrated 

Dr. Pallas, i$ a native of the ~al»ut the Kurile 
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islands. The hair is short, glossy, a.rid bristly, 
and of an uniform blackish colour, but is marked 
on the upper part by a yellow ribbon-like band, 
so disposed as to represent, in some measure, the 
outline of a saddle, and leaving a large in<;luded 
space on the back. The head and legs were 
wanting in this skin; the middle part only having 
been seen by Dr. Pallas, so that the size of the 
animal is unknown; but it is concluded t.o be a 
,-ery large species. 

LEPORINE SEAL. 

Phoca Leporina. P. vellere subertetD, molli, ~/bido. 
Seal with white, oft, suberect fur. 
Leporine Seal. Ptnnant ~tt1"r. p. 277. 

TI-lIS species exceeds the length of six. feet, and 
is a native of the seas about Iceland; being found 
from Spitsbergen to Tchutkinoss. In the sun . 
mer months it is found in the white sea, ascend
ing and descending rivers ,in quest of prey. Its 
fur is 80ft, like that of a hare, growing nearly 
upright, and is of a dull white-colour: the vi
brissre or whiskers are long and thick: there are 
four cutting-teeth above, and the same below, 
and nails both on the fore and hind feet. 
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l'hoca Barbata. P. cfl/iU I.rvi i1ltDlriadm, ((Jf'jlDrt nigrU-*. 
Li". SJlt. Nill. GIMI. ,. 65' 

Earles! blackish Seal, with smooth head. 
Le grand Phoque. BII.ff. 13·'· 345. 
Great Seal. Pm1l1Zlt1 ~adr. p. 277. 

THIS is similar to the common Seal, but grows 
to the length of twelve feet; having been shot in 
the north of Scotland of that size. When so 
young as to have scarce any teeth it is upwards 
of seven feet long; whereas the common Seal is 
at its full growth when it has arrived at the length 
of six feet. It is a native of the northern seas. 
'The skin, which is ·thick and strong, is said to be 
used by the Greenlanders for thongs for their Seal 
fishery. Mr. Pennant supposes this species to be 
the same with the Great Kamtschatkan Seal, call
ed by the Russians Lachtach, wl1ich weighs eight 
hundred pounds, ~nd wllOse young are of a black 
colour. 

ROUGH SEAL. 

Phoca Hispida. P. ,.pitt f-n Suballf'jeJMII, Ul'jllrt jlJ/ilk jiuco 

jilil I1I!f1'IchS /tispiu. U •• 8JI/. Nill. Gmtl. j. 6+. 
Pale-brown subauricJllated SeaI~ with the head smooth, and the 

body covemi with rising bristly hair • 
...... Rough Seal PI1I1UIIII ~M4Iir. p. 278 • 

• THIS is of a }ILk brown colour, with rough 
bristly hair, and is • native d the .seas about 
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Greenland, where the latives catch it for its skin, 
with which they make garments with the hairy 
side inwards. Mr. Pennant supposes this to be 
the species called the Squo,,'e Phipper by the N ew~ 
foundland Seal-hunters} and which they describe 
by saying that its coat resembles that of a water
spaniel, and that the animal sometimes weighs 
five hundred pounds. 

PORCINE SEAL. 

Phoca POTcina. P. capite auriculato, /laID porcino, pediblls pl!1l!adac
t;.lis. 

Eared Seal, with hog-like snout, and five-toed feet. 
Porcine Seal. Petllla/lt !Z.uadr. p. 178. 

IN its general form this species resembles the 
Ursine Seal, but the nose is longer, and formed 
like that of a hog. It has also five distinct toes 
covered with a common' membrane. It inhabits 
the coast of Chili, and is a rare' species. 

YELLOW SEAL • 

. Phoca Flavescens. P. jla-vtsctns, capitt aurkulato. 
Yellowish Seal, with pointed ears. 
Eared Seal. Pennant !Z.uadr. p. 278. 

THE eared Seal appears to l)e a rare species. 
and is smaller than most of the genus, not mucl! 
exceeding the length of two feet from the nose 
to the tail; and from the same place to ' the ex-
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tremityof the hind feet, about two feet and a 
half. Its colour is an uniform pale yellow, or 
deep cream-colour, without any variegation. The 
head is rather small, and the nose somewhat point
ed : the ears are about an inch long, and ~re very 
narrow and pointed; and arc somewhat leaf-shap
ed: the vibrjssa!. or whiskers long and whitish: the 
teeth are rather blunt than sharp, and the two 
middle incisores or front teeth of the lower jaw 
are slightly emarginated. The fore feet are pin
niform, and without any appearance of toes or 
claws, and in shape somewhat resemble the fore 
fins of a turtle: the hind feet are strongly webbed, 
and have long and very distinct claws, of which 
the three intennediate are much larger than the 
exterior ones: the tail is about an inch in length. 
This Seal is in the Leverian :l\Iuseum, and is a na
tive of the Magellanic Straits. It has never be
fore been figured, except in the plate of the 
Magellanic V ultU};e or Condor, in ' the first num
ber of the Museum Leverianum; but the figure 

. there represented, being merely intended as an 
accompaniment to the scenery of the plate, is, of 
course, only calculated to convey a general re
semblance of the animal. 



HOOVED SEAL. 

Phoea Cristata. P. (apitt antiClmstatD, (fJI'jJort griltD. 
Nat. Gmel. p. 64-. 

Grey Seal, with a folding skinny crest on the fOl1:head. 
Hooded Seal. Pmnant ~uadr.;. :79. 

THIS is distinguished by a strong folded skin 
on the forehead. which it can, at pleasure. fling 
over the eyes and nose, to defend them against 
stones and sand in st:ormy weather. Its hair is 
white, with a thick coat of black woolly hair be
neath, which makes the .arumal appear of a fine 
grey. It inhabits only the south of Greenland 
and Newfoundland; and in the latter is called the 
Hooded Seal. Tile hunters afiirm that they can
not kill it till they remove the hooded skin or 
covering of the head. 

HARP SEAL. 

Pboca GroenIandica. P. (apitt /lIMJi inauriculato, corpol'f grim, la
ttri/;us lwta "igra. Lill. SJII. Nat. Gt.tl. p. 64-. 

Earless grey Seal, with a black dorsal crCBCent, the horns point
ing downwards along the sides. 

Harp Seal. Ptll"flIII ~1IJZdr. p. %79, 

THE Harp Seal is of a clumsy and inelegant 
fonn; the head seeming to join the body without 
the appearance of any neck; the snout is rather 
pointed: the general colour of the animal is whit
ish or grey, with a very large and somewhat ine- _ 
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LtTT L'E SEAL. 

Phoca PusiUa. P. capite leevi suhauriculato, (orpCTt fosco. Lilt. 
Syst. Nat. Gmtl. p. 6,. 

Subauriculated dusky Seal, with smooth head. 
Le petit Phoque. B'!ff. 13. p. 333· pl. 53· 
Little Seal. Pennant S0Jadr. p. 280. 

IN this species the hair is said to be soft, 
smooth, and longer than in the Common Seal: 
the colour on the head and back dusky: beneath 
brownish: the length hvo feet four inches: the 
four middle cutting-teeth of the upper jaw are bi
ficated; the two middle of the lower slightly tri
furcated: the ears very small: the webs of the 
feet extend very far beyond the toes and nails. 
This animal is figured in Buffon's ~ atural History, 
under the title of Le petit Phoque, and the <;pfci
men is said to have been brought from India, but 
Mr. Pennant imagines this to be an erroneous 
idea, arising from some misinformation, since, 
from the authority of Dampier, as well as of mo
dern voyagers to the East Indies, it'should S(,C'1ll 

that no seals are observed in that ocean. 
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URSINE SEAL. 

Phoca ·Ursina. P. nigricans, -naso S;1f1Q, capiff auriCJI/aJo, pedihm 
antmlll'iDUJ pinniformihm. 

Eared blackish Seal, with flattish nose, and fore feet shaped like 
nm.. • 

Ursus marinus. Sulltr ntJIV. act. Petrop. 2 . p. 331 . t . 15. 
Ursine Seal. pmnmzt tuadr. p. 28 J. 

THIS is one of the larger seals, growing to the 
length of eight feet, and weighing eight hundred 
pounds. The female falls far short of the size 
and weight of the male. The body of this spe
cies is oJ a very thick form, somewhat conical or 
decreasing towards the tail; the greatest circum
ference is about five feet, and near the tail about 
twenty inches: the nose projects like that of a 
pug dog, but the head rises suddenly : the nos
trils a.r~ oval, and divided by a septum: the lips 
thick: their inside red and serrated: the whiskers 
long and white: the teeth lock into each other 
when the mouth is closed: in the upper jaw are 
fOUT cutting-teeth, each bif'urcated: on both sides 
is a small sharp canine-tooth, bending inwards : 
near that another larger: the grinders resem·ble 
canine-teeth, and are six in number in each jaw: 
in the lower jaw are also four cutting-teeth and 
two canine, but only four grinders in each -jaw: 
in aU thirty-six teeth: tongue bifid: eyes large 
and prominent: iris black: pupil emerald-green. 
The eyes are fUrnished with a fleshy membrane 
with which they may occasionally be covered: 
the ears are small and sharp-pointed; hairy with-

·V. 1. P. IL 18 , 



S66 URSINE SEAL. 

out, but smooth and polished within. The length 
of the fore legs is about twenty-four oinchesl and 
they are less immersed in the body than those of 
other Seals: the feet are fanned with toes~ but are 
co\'ered with a naked skin~ and h~ve merely the 
rudiments of nails~ so that their general shape ap
proaches to that of the fore feet of the small yel
low or eared Seal7 before described, giving them 
the appearance of a turtle's fin: the hind legs are 
twenty-two inches long. and are fixed to the body 
behind, but are capable of being brought quite _ 
forwards occasionally, so that the animal can rub 
its head with them: these feet are dividedo into 
five toes, separated by a large web, and are a foot . 
broad: the tail Ois only two inches long. The hair 
is long and rough7 and beneath: it is a soft down 
of a bay colour: on the neck of the male t~e hair 
is upright, and a little longer than the rest. The 
general colour of the animal is black, but the 
hair of the old ones is tipped with grey; and the 
females are cinereous. The flesh of the females 
and the young is said to resemble lamb7 and the 
young are said to be as good as sucking pigs. 

The manners of this species 'are so well describ
ed by Mr. Pennant, from Steller and others who 
l1ave llad opportunities of contemplating them in 
their native regions, that it is impossible to 'wish 
for more ample infonnation. They live ill . fami
lies; each male has from eight to fifty females, 
whom he guards with the jealousy of an Eabretn. 
monarch. Though they lie by thousands om the 
shqre, ,each fa~ily ~eeps itself separate from the 
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rest, and is sometimes so numerous as to amount 
to above an hundred. The old animals which 
have been de~ert d by the females, are said to live 
apart, and are most exc:essively splenetic and 
quarrelsome. They are extremely fierce, and 
enormously fat. It sometimes happens that they 
approach or i~trude upon each other's station, in 
which case a battle ensues between the two indi
viduals; and they, in the conflict, disturb the re
pose of some of their neighbours, till in the end 
the discord becomes universal, and is in a manner 
spread through the whole shore. Exclusive of 
the contests between these solitary males, similar 
disagreenients take place between those who live 

.. in a more social state; either from invading each 
others seats, endeavouring to allure the females, 
or intelfering in the disputes of their neighbours. 
These conflicts are very violent, and the wounds 
they receive are very deep, and resemble the cuts 

• of a sabre. At the end of the fray they fling 
themselves into the sea to wash away the blood. 
TRey sItew a great attachment to their young, 

• and shew all the signs.of the deepest concern 011 

losing them. 
The Ursine Seal is an inhabitant of the islands 

in the neighbourhood of Kamstchatka. In these 
islands they are seen from June to September, 
during which time they breed and educate their 
young. In September they are said to quit their 
stftions, and to return, some to the Asiatic, and ' 
some to the Ameri~an shore j but are generally 
. confined to.a. space in those seas be~veen 1 at: 50 



BOTT LE-NOSED SEAL. 

They swim very swiftly, at the rate of 
seven miles an hour, and arc very fierce and 
strong. They are said to be very teo a'cious of 
life, and to live a fortnight after receiving such 
wounds as would immediately destroy aIrpost any 
other animal. 

BOTT LE-NOSED SEA L. 

Phoca Leonina. P. ellpite Il1Itice mltato, corpore fuJCD. Lin. SYlt. 
N4I. Gmtl. p. 63. 

Brown·Seal, with the snout of the male furnished with. pro
jecting crest or inflated membrane. 

Sea-Lion. Anson's 'VI!1' p. uz. 
Bottle-nosed Seal. Pe111Ul1lt ~uadr. 2. p. 286. 

THIS species (in the male) is distinguished by 
its projecting snout, which hangs several inches 
over the lower jaw; the upper part consisting of a 
loose wrinkled skin, which the animal, when an
gry, has a power of inflating, so as to give the 
nose an arched or hooked appearance. It is a · 
very large species, the male measuring twenty, 
and the female about eighteen ..feet in length. 
The feet are 5liort: the hindQ' ones webbed in 
such a manner as to resemble a kind. of fins: the 
eyes are large: the vibrissre or whiskers -are also 
large and long: the general colour of t~le animal 
is a deep cream or dun, or rather a rust-colour: 

. in the female the nose· is blunt and tuberous at 
the top: the nostrils wide: the mouth I'ather 
small: in the upper jaw are four cutting-teeth, ' 
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BOTT LE-NOSED SEAL. 

the two exterior of which are much larger than 
the two middle ones: there are also two wry large 
but rather blunt canine-teeth, remote from the 
cutting-teeth: and on each side are five small 
conical grinders or molares. In the lower jaw 
are only two very small cutting-teeth; two large 
canini like them in the upper jaw, and fiye grind
ers on each side. The cutting-teeth themseh·es 
resemble the shape of the canini in miniature. In 
the British l\Iuseum is a tolerably well preserved 
skin of a female, which formerly belonged to the 
Museum of the Royal Society. This species in
habits the seas about New Zealand, the island of 
Juan Fernandez, and the Falkland islands. In 
Juan Fernandez, during the breeding season, viz. 
in J nne and July, they ~re seen in great numbers 
suckling their young on the shore: they bring 
two young at a birth: the females are observed to 
be excessively fierce during the time of rearing 
the young: towards evening both the male and 
female swim out a little way to sea, the felliule 
bearing the young on her back, which it is said the 
male frequently pushes off, in order to oblige 
them to exercise their swimming powers. On 
the arrival of these animals ' on the brecding
islands, they are said to be so excessively fat as 
to resemble skins of oil; the tremulous motion of 
the blubber being plainly perceivable beneath the 
SKlD. A single animal has been known to yield 
a butt of oiI, and to be so full of blood that what 
has run out has filled two hogshead. The flesh 
is eatable. Lord Anson's sailors eat it under the 
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denomination of beef. to dist.inguish it. from that 
of the Seal, which they termed lamb. 

LEONINE SEAL. 

Phoca Jubata. P. reM/jll (maris) juhata. Lit,. 'Syst. Nat. G11Iel . . 

p.63· 
Reddish-brown Seal, with a large mane round the qeek of the 

male. 
Leo marinus. &Idler 11IJ'V. act. Petrop. z. p. 360. 
Sea-Lion. Cook'I'VOJ. z. Z03. Forlter's'l.lO). z. 513. 
Leonine Seal. Pnmlf#/ ~uadr. z. p. ~S8. 

THIS is so termed from tile large and loose 
mane" or floating hair with which the head and 
neck of the male is furnished. The nose is short 
and turns up a little: the eyes are large: the 
whiskers very IC\-rge and strong: the hair on the 
whole body is sm9Qth, short, and glossy: its co
lOUT is a deep brown; but those of this species which 
are found on Kamtschatka are said to be reddish, 
and the females tawny. The males are far larger 
than females, and grow from the length of from ten 
to fourteen feet: the females are from six to eight 
feet, and of a more slender form than the males. 
The weight of a full-grown male is from twelve 
to fifteen hundred pounds. A stin greater size 
has been ascribed to those of Falkland isles, viz. 
that of twenty-five feet in length, and nineteen 'or 
twenty feet round the shoulders. 

These animals, according to Mr. Pennant, in
habit, in vast numbers. the islands called Pell~~ 
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URIGNE SEAt. 271 

and' Seal i!ilands, near Cape Desire, on the coa t 
of Patagonia; and are found within the Magel
lanic Straits, and on Falkland islands, but have 
not been discovered in any other part of the 
southern hemisphere, or in any other place nearer 
than the sea between Kamtschatka and America. 
They live in families distinct from the Ursine and 
other Seals; their manners, however, are nearly 
the same; they are polygamous, each male being 
acco~panied by from two to thirty females. The 
males utter a snorting sound, and occasionally. 
roar like bulls: the voice of the female resembles 
that of calves, and the young bleat like lambs, 
the food of the Leonine Seal consists of the smaller 
kinds of penguins, fish, seals, &'C. but during the 
breeding season they are said to fast for three or 
four months, during which time they swallow a 
number oflarge stones, in order to keep th,eir sto-
machs in a distended state. ' 

URIC,;-NE SEAL. 

Phoca Lupina. P. (inallri(u/ata?) (apite ((1l1ino, pedilms anterioribtu 
pinnifortnibra. ' 

Earless Seal with dog-like bead, and {ore feet shaped like fins. 
Urignc Seal. Petintmt f(...uadr. p. 290. 

THIS is a smaller species than the former, be
ing found from about three to eight feet in lengtIl. 
The body is thick at the shoulders, and graduaUy 
lessens to the hind legs. The head resembles 
that of a dog. with close cut e~: the nose is 
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short and blunt: in the mouth are six cutting
teeth above, and four below: the fore feet have 
four toes inclosed in a membranaceous sHeath, so 
as to resemble fins; and the hind feet are hid in a. 
continuation of the skin of the back, and haye 
five toes of unequal length like the fingers of the 
human hand: the taiJ is three inches long: the 
skin is covered with two sorts of hair; one like 
that of an ox, the other harder: the colours are 
various. These animals are the Sea Wolves men
tioned by navigators off the island of Lobos, near 
the River Plata. They are said to appear there 
In vast multitudes, and to m.eet the ships, and 
even to hang at the ship's side by their paws, 
seeming to stare at and admire the crew: then 
drop off and return to their former haunts. The 
native of Chili kill them for the sake of their 
oil. 

In enumerating the species of Seals, we have 
chiefly followed Mr. Pennant; but it may perhaps 
be doubted whether some of these animals may 
not rather be considered as varieties than &S truly 
distinct species. 



Dentes Primores superiores 
sex; laterales longiores, 
distan~es ; intermedii 10-
bati. 

ltiferiores sex; laterales lobati. 

Laniarii solitarii, incurvati. 

Molares sex vel septem (plu
resve quam in re1iquis). 

Cutting-tuth in the upper jaw 
six; the latemal ones long .. 
er, distant; the interme
diate ones lobated. 

In the lower jaw six; the la
teral ones lobated. 

Canine-tedh solitary, incur. 
vated. 

Grillder. six or seven (or 
more than in other genera 
of this ~rder). 

COMMON DOG. 

Canis Familiaris. C. clllllla sitUl/rqrJIPII n~ata. Lill. Spl. 
Nat·p·56• 

Dog with re~ tail turned towards the left. 
Canis. Gem. ~uadr. 91. A/dr. dig. +8z. Jolmst. F<..,udr. IU. 

Ray. ~1I4dr. 176. 

T HE Dog, that :most faithful and ~aluable do
mestic, is one of those animals which' have so' 
long been taken unaer the peculiar protection or 
mankind, that the re~ origin of the species re· 
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mains in a state of uncertainty; wild dogs a.ppear to 
be found in great troops in Congo, IC?wer J£thiopi$, 
and towards the Cape <>f Good Hope. They are 
said to be ted-haired, with slende bodies and 
turned-up tails, like greyhounds. It is 'also added~ 
that they vary in colour, have upright eflrrs,and 
are of the gen~al size of a large fox-hound. 
They destroy cattle.. and hunt down antelopes, 
and many other animals, and com~it great ra
vages among the sheep of the Hottentots. 'They 
3fe very seldom to be taken, being extremely 
iwift as well as fierce. The young are said to be 

etimes obtained, but grow so fierce ' as to he 
"ery difficultly rendered domestic. 

It is not, however, allowed by modern natu
ralists, that these wild dogs constitute the true or 
real species in a state of nature, but that they are 
rather the descendants of dogs once domesticated, 
and which have relapsed intb a state resembIin~ 
that of primitive wildness; and a theory has for 
some time prevailed, that . the Wolf ,is in reality 
the stock' or original from which the Dog has 
proceeded. The Count de Bufion, however, in 
the earlier part of his writings, maintains a con
trary opInion. 

ttThe Wolf and the Dog (says Buffon) havene. 
ver been regarded as the same species but by th~ 
nomenclators of-natural hi!tory, who, being ac
quainted with the surface or"'nature only, never 
extend their views beyond their own methods, 
which are always deceitful, and .often erroneous 
even in the most obvious facts. T4e Wolf and 
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Dog (adds this author) cannot breed together, 
and produce an intermediate race; their disposi
tions are opposite, and their constitutions differ
ent: the Wolf also lives longer than the Dog; the 
former breeds but once a year, but the dog twice 
or thrice. These distinctions are more than suf
ficient to demonstrate the two animals to be of 
very different kinds. Besides, on a closer inspec
tion, we easily perceive that even externally the 
Wolf differs from the dog by essential and uni
form characters. The appearance of the head and 
the form of the bones are by no means the same. 
The cavity of the eye in the Wolf is placed ob
liquely; the orbits are inclined; the eyes sparkle 
and shine in the dark: instead of barking the 
Wolf howls; his movements, though quick and 
precipitate, are more uniform and equal: his body 
is stronger, but not so flexible: his limbs are firmer" 
his jaws and teeth larger, and his hair coarser 
and thicker." All this, however, wa.s said long 
before the celebrated experiments l1ad been made, 
which have clearly proved that a hybrid offspring 
may be obtained from the Dog and the W 01£ and 
that. the breed may be continued between the hy
brids themselves, or wjth other Dogs. In his 
supplemental volumes the Count de Buffon him~ 
self has amply detailed some experiments of this 
kil1d~ and h:1$ given engravings of the descend~ 
ants. But though the Wolf and the Dog may , 
thus breed together, and their progeny may also 
prove fertile, yet thi can hardly be allowed a. 
sufficient proof of a. Teal identity of species. The 

...../ 
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same circumstance nas been known to take place 
betweea the Horse and the Ass; the Mules of 
whid! sometimes proved fertile; and the same 
may laid of the Goldfinch and the Canary-
bird; surely ,ve are not justified in supposing 
the s to be the same. "We can on1y con- " 
elude from such experimellts, that animals of spe:. 
cies extremely nearly allied to each other, though 
really different. may sometimes intermi.", and 
produce a fertile progeny; but the genuine spe
cies still remains intemerated. If, however. the 
origin of the Dog must be traced to some other 
animal. the J ackall perhaps seems a more proba
ble origin than the olf. 

It is generally believed that the Dog was un
known ill Alnerica on the arrival of the Euro~ 
peails *. 

Dogs, indeed. in a wild state, are said to be 
frequently found in South America, but these are 
supposed to be the descendants of such as were 
introduced by the ~opeal1~ 011. tIle first disco~ 
,-cry of A1Derica.. When taken young they are 
sajd to be readily tamed; and to acquire the "ha
bits of the do~estic Dog. They resemble Grey
hQunds in appearance. Linnreus observes, that 
the American dog does not bark; but this relates 
to the wild dogs of North Ametica only; which, 
it is contended, derive their ori~in from the Wolf, 
and which, instead of barking, utter only a kind 

* Yet the Penwians' b;ld, according to Acosta, a little animal 
like a dog, of which they were very fond, and kept by way of a '. 
lap-dog. 
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of howl; and are greatly inferior to the true ge
nuine Dog. 

In Australasia, or New Holland, the Dog is 
known by the name of Dingo, and is an Clrnimal 
of uncommon strength and fierceness. 

The dog is unquestionably subject to greater 
yariety than any other animal, and it is no easy 
task to ascertain all the different breeds. 

That which is supposed by naturalists to ap"" 
proach most nearly to ~he original animal is 
knowl1 by the name of the Shepherds' Dog.
(Canis domesticus. Lin.) This is distinguished 
by its upright ears, and tail remarkably villose be
neath. In the Alpine regions, as well as in some 
other parts of Europe, this Dog is much larger 
and stronger than in England. Its principal use 
is as a guard to the flock, which it preYents from 
straggling, and defends from all attacks. In Mr. 
Bewick's work on Quadrupeds, the variety figured 
as the Shepherds' Dog is.said to have always one, 
and sometimes two toes more than uther Dogs; 
these toes appear to be destitute of muscles, and 
hang dangling at the hind part of the leg like an 
apparently unnecessary excrescence. This parti
cularity, however, is not mentioned in Bufl'on's 
description of that animal, nor does it make any 
part ot: the Linnrean characteristic of this variety: 
the ' race described by Mr. Bewick is said to prevail 
most in the north of Eng1and, and in Sc.otland. 
In a pointer" it is well known~ a similar particu
larity generally takes place. 

The .Dil1$·O, Australasian, or Ne:to Elolland Dog~ 



approaches m appearance to the largest kind of 
Shepherds' Dog. The ears nre short and erect: 
the tail rather bushy: the hair, which is of a red
dish dun-colour, is long', thick, and strait. This 
Dog is capable of barking, though not so readily 
as the European Dogs: it is extremely fierce, and 
has the same sort of snarling and howling voice 
as the larger- dogs in general. By some it has 
been erroneously said neither to bark nor growl. 
Those which have been brought over to Europe 
were of a savage and untractable disposition . 
. The Pomeranian Dog (Canis Pomeranius. Lin. 
Gmel.) is distinguished by upright ears, long hair 
on the head, and an extremely curved tail, so as 
to form almo~t a circle. This Dog is generally of 
a white colour. -

The SioerianlJog (Canis Sibiricus. Lin. Gmel.) 
is nearly allied to the preceding, and may be sub
divided into several races, differing as to strength 
and size. The Siberian Dogs are principally used 
in that country and in Kamtschatka for drawing 
sledges over the frozen snow in winter. Four, 
or six, Or more, according to circumstances, are 
commonly yoked to the sledge, and will readily 
carry three persons with their baggage, and thus 
perform a journey of fifty or even sixty English 
miles in a day. Their fidelity, however .. is not 
highly praised, and their malignity sometimes 
renders it-necessary for the master to be on his 
guard against their stratagems~ In Kamtschatka. 
in patticular, the treatment which the dogs re
ceive is said to be such as seems but ill calculated 
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DOG. 

for securing t11eir attachment. They are fed 
sparingly with putrid fish during the wi~r, and 
in summer are turned loose to shift for them
selves, till the return of the severe season makes. 
it necessary for their lIlasters to take them 
again into custody, and remand them to their se
vere state of toil and slavery. Like the spirits of 
Prospero, they seem to obey their master with no 
good will, but to 'c hate him rootedly." When 
yoking to the sledge3 they set up a dismal yell, 
which ceases on beginning the journey~ and then 
gives place to silent subtlety, and a perpetual en
deavour to weary out the patience of the driver 
by wayward tricks and contrivances. With aU 
their faults3 however, they are considered as con
stituting one of the great conveniences of life by 
the inhabitants of the frozen region of Kamts
chatka. 

Iceland Dog.-(Canis Islandicus. Lin. Gmel.) 
This seems to differ but slightly from the preced
ing kind. It has a shortish muzzle, upright 
ears, with flaccid tips, and is covered with long 
roughish hair. Its general colour is blackish: the 
breast, legs, and tip of the tail, often white. 

'Yater Dog.-(Canis aquaticus. Lin. Gmel.) 
This is the Canis aquaticus aviarius of Gesner, 
and is distinguished by its curly hair, like wool. 
it is remarkable for its great attachment to the 
'Water, swims with great ea.'Ie, at:ld is used in hunt
ing ducks, and other aquatic bird~. Its feet are 
commonly said to approach more to a webbed 
. form than those of rna t other dogs. 
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The Great 'f~ater Spaniel is also distinguished 
in a s' ilar manner by its curled hair, and its 
propensity to the water. There is a smaller va
.riety of the Water Dog-, called the Little Barbell 

vhich, in general a'ppearance, extrtmely resem
bles the larger. 

N ewJoundland Dog. -This variety is of a very 
large size; and, from its strength and docility, is 

.. ()ne of those which are best calculated for the se
curity of a house: . the feet in this dog are more 
palmated than usual, and the animal is remark
ably fond of plunging into the water., 

King Charles's Dog.~ This is one of the most 
elegant varieti~s of the Dog, and it is recorded 
that King Charles the ~econd hardly ever walked 
out without being. attended by some of this breed. 
It is in some degree allied to the small Water 
Spanie11 and is. generally hlack, with the roof of 
the mouth of the same colour. It is the Gredin, 
of Buifon, and the Canis breoipilis Lin. Gmel. 
The Dog caUed by Buffon the Pyrame is one Ot 
its varieties, and is distinguished by a patch of red 
on the legs and over each eye. . 

Jlaltese Do,g-(Canis Melitreus. Lin. Grnel.) 
This is a very small kind of spaniel, generally 
of a white colour, and is one of the most elegaJti· 
of the lap-dog trib~. In some of its varieties 
the hair is extremely long, as in the Skock and. 
the Lion-Dog. 

HOUluf.-(Canis Sagax. Lin. Gmel.) This ad
mits of some varieties. The old English Hound 
is distinguis~ed by its grCfi.t size and strength; • 
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body long; its chest deep; the ears long and 
sweeping; and the tone of its voice peculiarly 
deep and mellow. Its power of smelling is exqui
site, and it is said to be able to distinguish the scent 
aJl hour alter the lightel't beagles have given it up. 
These dogs are said to have been once very com
mon in every part of England; and to have been 
much larger than at present; the breed having, as 
it should ~eem, been gradually sutI:ered to decline, 
and its size to diminish bY ,the mixture of other 
lighter kinds, in order to increase its speed, so 
that the race is supposed to be almost extinct. 
This (says Mr. Bewick) seems to have been the 
kind so accurately described by Shakspear . 

• 
f< My Hounds are bred out of fue Spartan kind, 
So Hewed, so sanded, and their heads are hung 

• With ears that sweep awaythe'morning dew; 
Crook-knee'd and dewlap'd,like Tbessalian bulls; 
Slow in pur:suit j but matche4 in mouth like bells, 
Each under each." ' 

The Hound, like some other dogs, has com
monly a spurious toe ,on the hind fect. 

Blood Hound.-This is a very large Dog, taller 
an4 more beautifully formed than the old English 
H(;mnd, and superior to most others in speed, 
~+:rength, and sagacity. The Blood-hound was in 
much esteem, with our ancestors, for the pursuit 
of robbers, &c. It 'was mostly of a reddis.h or 
brown colour. "A person of quality (says Mr. 
Doyle), to make a trial whether a 'young Blood
hound was well instructed, cau,sed one of llis ser
vants to walk to a town four miles .off, and then to 

Y. I. ;Po II. 19, 
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a market-town three miles from thence. The 
Dog, without seeing the man he was to pUl!~ue, 
followed him by the scent to the abovemen(JQ1led. 
places, notwithstanding the multitude of m : ', ' t- "
people that went along the same way, ' and ()~ ra
vellers that hacL occasion to cross it. And when 
the Blood-hound came to the chief lnarket-toWn,:. 
he passed through! the streets, without taking no
tice of any of the people there, and left not till 
he had gone to the house, where the man he 
sought rested ·himself,. and found him in an upper 
room, to the wonder of those that followed him." 

Pointel'. -This Dog is employed principally in, 
finding partridges and other game. The Large 
Pointer, commonly termed the Spanish Pointer! . 
is supposed to distinguish itself by a greater de-~ · . 
gree of docility than the English. Pointer" but !s 
110t a1;>le to undergo tne fatigues of the' field' set ~ 
well. ~. 

Dalmatian or Spotted Dog.-TI is all animal 
of great beauty. Its native cou 1 seems uncer
tain. It is frequently termed the Danish Dog,. 
and the Count de Buffon calls it Le Braque de 
Bengal. Mr. Pennant, however, informs us that 
Dalmatia is the country of this elegant Dog. It 
is white, and beautifully marked on all parts with 
numerous round black spots. _ 

Irisk Greyhound.-This is supposed to be tIle 
largest of all the Dog kind, as well as the most . 
~eautiful and majestic in its app~arance. It is 
only to be found in Ireland, and even there is 
become extremely rare. It is said by Mr. Bewick . 
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to be kept rather f~r s11ew than use, oeing equally' 
~nserviceable for hunting either the stag, hare, or. 
fox. Its ancient use was that of clearing the 
country from wolves. In the 3d volume of the 
Transactions of the Linnrean Society we find an
account of a Dog of this kind, by A. B. Lam
bert, Esq. who informs us that the breed is now 
become nearly extinct in Ireland, those in the 
possessiqn of the Earl of Altamont (eight in num-

. bel') being the only ones in the country. The' 
specimen described by :Mr.. Lambert measured 

. sixty one inches from the nose to the tip of the 
tail; but they were formerly of a much larger 
size, and in shape more resembling a Greyhound. 
Dr. Goldsmith assures us that the largest of those 
which he saw (and he adds that he had seen a. 
.dozen) was about four feet high. or as tall. as a 
talf of a year old. 

Common Greyhound.-(Canis Grajus. Lin. 
Gmel. ) This well-known Dog js rp.markable for 
the slenderness of its shape, the length i()f it 
snout, and the extreme swiftness of its course. 
It was. formerly held in high estimation in Eng-' 
Iand~ and Mr. Pennant infonns us, that by the 
forest laws of King Canute it was enacted, that 
no one under the degree of a gentleman should 
presume to keep a Greyhound. 'loe Greyhound 
wants the faculty of quick scent,t and follows his 
prey merely by the eye: 

Italian Greyhound.-This is a small and beauti
ful variety of the fonner. 

Naked Dog.-This singular and ullpleasing va-
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riety is naturally divested of hair, and u supposed 
to have originated in some 'very warm climate. 
It is. called by Buffon Lc C/lien Turc. , 

Mastiff.-The Mastiff is of a very strong and 
thid form, with a large head, a bold counte
Dane , and large lips hanging down on eac~ side. 
Dr. Caius, who lived in the reign of Elizabet11, 
and who described the several varieties of English 
Dogs, tells us, that three Mastiffs were . reckoned 
a match for a Bear, and four for a Lion ; but fl:om 
an experiment made in the Tower in the reign of 
J am~s the Fii-st, a lion was found an unequal match 
to only three. Two of tl e Dogs were disabled 
by the combat, but the third forcecl the Lion to 
seek for safetY 'by flight. 

Bull Dog. __ This is a kind of Mastiff on a 
smaller scale; with a somewhat flatter snout, and 
a. greater ferocity of aspect. The Bull Dog is re ... 
markable for the undaunted and savage pertina ... 
city with which it provokes and continues the 
fight, and. when it has fixed its bite, is with ex ... 
treme difficulty disengaged from its antagonist. 
It is the Dog employed in the barbarous diyer ... 

. sion of bull-baiting. 
Pug Dog.-This is a small and innocent re

semblance of the former, and is in some coun
tries considered as a kind of lap-dog, TIljS, ac
cording to Mrs. Piozzi, is the case at Padua. 

Territr:-The Tenier (says Mr. Bewick) is ge
nerally an attendant on every pack of hounds, 
and is very expert in forcing foxes or other game 
out of their coverts. It is the determined enemy 



o fall the vermin kind; 8uch as weasels, fonmarts, 
badgers .. rats. micel- Bec. It is fierce, keen, and 
hardy, and, in its encounters with the badger, 
sometimes meets with very severe treatment .. 
which it sustains with grea. courage and forti
tude; and a well-trained veteran dog frequently 
proves more than a match for that hard-bitten 
animal: The Terrier is generally of a reddish 
brown-colour, and sometimes bla.ck; and there 
are differeat race, orne of which are rougher and 
stronger than others. The Terrier is of a long 
form; short legged~ and strongly bristled .. about 
the muzzle. . 

Turmpit.-This is a breed very much on the de
cline in England, though still. used in some other 
countries. It is a long bodied, short legged dog, 
with crooked or bowed knees, and is commonly 
'Of a dusky grey, spotted with black. . 

AlcfI.-The Peruvians, it is said, on the arrival 
of the Spaniards, had some domestic animals of 
this name, which were of the size and disposi
tion of small dogs; and from their appearance .. 
and because they were equally faithful to their 
masters, they were called by the Spaniards Peru
"ian DOg'. 'The descriptions, however, of the 
animal are no~ iluite so clear as might be wished. 
It had a very small head, an arched back, and a. 
ahort, pendulous tail; its general colour was white, 
patched or spotted with yellow. 

Besides the varietie of (logs above enumerated, 
there are many others arising from the mixture 
(If lueeds; but it would be tedious, as ~n as use-
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lessl to particularize wi scrupulous minuteness 
all the differences of thia varying race. The . 
principal varieties are well figured in the Count 
de Bufi"on's Natural HistOIY, and are copied into 
Mr. Smellie's tra~~tion 'of that elegant work. 
In the present publication, solicitous to introduce 
figure$ of the rarer animals, rather than of such 
as are well knowD, we have admitted only the 
Shepherd's Dog, the Dingo or AllStralasian Dog, 
and the Irish Greynound, as elucidations of the 
species. 

The Linnrean specific character of the Dog# 
viz. tha.t the tail hangs. or tum') towards the left, 
llas frequently excited the ridicule of those who 

· wis4 to lessen the merit of the great and accu .. 
rate hern Naturalist. It is, indeed, undeni .. 
able, that the character above mentioned is not 
always distinctly perceivable; yet it seems to be a 
more predominating particularity n any other, 
when applied to the whole Tace ~ecies in ge~ 

· neral. 
It would be unnecessary ell on the parti-

I eular uses and qualities of thiS animal. Every one 
knows that the Dog, when properly educated, is 
the most faithful of quadrupeds, and the most 
devoted to the service of mankind.. . " The 
Dog (says Buffon) .,independent of the beauty of 
his form, his vivacity, force.. and swiftneSs, is 
possessed of all th08~ internal qualifications that 

. can ~onciliate the affections of man" and mak 
· the tyrant a. . protector. A natural share of cou
rage; au angry and ferocioua diiposition. rea .. 
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der the Dog, in his savage state, a formidable 
~nemy to all other an4nals: but these readily give 
way to very different qualities in the domestic dog, 

'whose only ambition seems the defire to please. 
He is seen to come crouching along, to lay his 
force, his courage, and all his useful talents, at the 
feet of his master. He waits his orders, to which 
he pays implicit obedience: he consults his looks, 
and a single glance is sufficient to put him in 
motion: he is more faithful even than the most 

.'boasted among men: he is constant in his affec
tions, friendly without interest, and grateful for 

. the slightest favours; much more mindful of be
nefits received than of injuries offered: he is not 
driven off by unkindness; he still continues hum-
1?le, submissive, and imploring: his only hope is 
to be serviceable; his only terror to displease: he 
licks the hand that ,has been just lifted to strike 
llim, and at last disarms resentment by submi&sh-c 
perseverance. More tractable than man, and 
more pliant than any other apimaJ, thc dog is not 

. only soon instructed, but even conforms himself to 
, the manners, movements, and habits of those who 

govem·him. He assumes the very tone of the fa
mily in which he lives. Like other servants, he 
is haughty with the great, and rustic with the 
peasant.· Always eager to obey and to please his 
master.. or his friends, ~ pays no attention to 
trangers, and furiously repels beggars~ whom he 

. ~ by their dress, their voice .. and their 
R"*hU't:s. I When the charge of a. house or garden 

COIIIlmi!tted to: him during the night, his bold· . .. .. . . 
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ness increaseS, and he sometimes becomes perfectly 
ferocious.' He watches, goes tbe ron smells 
strangers ' at a distance, and if they S 0 or at· 
tempt to leap any barrier, he instantly dam upon 
them, and by baTking, and other marks of pas
sion, alanns the family and neighbourhood. 
Equally furious against true\Te8 as a.gain~t rapa
cious animals, he attacks and wounds them, and 
forces from them whatever they ha\'e been at· 
tempting to · carry off; but, contented with vic- > 

tory, he lies down upon the spoil, and will not 
touch it even to satisfy his appetite, exhibiting, 
at the same time, an example of courage .. temper
ance and fidelity. 

~, To conceive the imporlance of this species in 
the order of Nature, let us suppose that it never 
existed. Without the Msistance of the nog, bow 
could men have conquered, tamed, aDd reduced 
the other animals into slavery? I could he 
still discover, hunt down, aud troy noxious 
aud savage beasts? For his ollb safety, and to 
render him master of 'the world, it was necessary 
to form a party among the animals themselves; 
to conciliate by caresses those which were capa
ble 'of attachment and obedience. in order to o~ 

. pose them to the other species. Hence the train .. 
ing of the Dog seems to have been the .fintatt 
invented by man; and the result of thl& art 
the conquest and peaceable possession of thd 
earth.--' 

The docility of the dog is such, that he 
taug~t to practise" with cOnsiderable dex_.-.r:. 



TID'Iety of ID actiom. It is ieeonfed 
Dog belonging to a nobleman of th MeditHi 
roily, that it alway. attended at its master'lI table. 
changed the plates for him, and cam d him hi 
wine in a glass placed on a sal er, without spill 
ing the smallest drop. 

Plutatch relates, d\at, in the theatre of Mar .. 
cellus, a dog was exhibited before the Emperor 
. Vespasian, 80 well il}structed as to excel in riery , 
kind of dance: he afterwards feigned illness in so 
exquisite a manner as to strike the spectators with 
.astonishment; first shewing oymptoms of painf 
then falling down, . as if dead, and sUflCring him .. 
self to be carried about in that state; and afte-r .. 
wards, at the proper .time, seeming to revive, as 
if waking from a profound sleep; and then sport .. 
jng about and shewing all the demon trations of 
joy. 

But of all the educational attainments by which 
the Dog has been distinguished, that of learning 
to speak seems the most extraordinary. The 
French academicians, however.. make mention of 
a Dog in Geqnany, which could caU .. in an intel
ligible manner, for tea, toffee, chocolate, &c. 
&c. The account u too curious to be omi 
here.. and is from DO less a person than the c 
hTated Leibnitz, who communicated it to 
Royal Academy of France. This ,Dog was at 
middling~. and property or peaaaaI 

&a1fj.Y. A: little boy, the peasant's S()D i a
t he ~rceived in the Dog's oice an in-

_~~_~ee w certain words, ~re-
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fore, toO it mto hIS head to teach him to speak. 
For this purpose he spared neither time nor pains 

·th his pupil, who was about three years old 
· 1len this his learned education commenced; and 
· at length he made such a progress in language as 
to be able to articulate no less than thirty words. 
It appears, however, that he was somewhat of a 
truant, and did not very willingly exert his ta
lents, being rather pressed into the service of 
literature; and it was, necessary that the words 
should be first pronounced to him each time, 
which he, as it were, echoed.from his preceptor. 
· Leibnitz, however, attests that he himself heard 
him speak; and the French acade~icialls add~ 

. that, unless they had received the testimony of so 
< great a man as Leibnitz, they should scarcely 
have dared to report the circumstance.. This 
wonderl'ul Dog was born near Zeitz in Misnia, in 
Saxony. 

WOLF. 

Canis Lupulo C. ttl'" inctroata. 
Dog with incurvated tail. 
Cauis ex griseo flavescens. Brill. Quadr.p. 170. 
Lupus. G ... Qwulr. 634. AIdt'. dig. 144. 
Loop. Bttff.1. p. 39. pl. J. 
Wolf. Pemumt Quadr. ~ p. a48. 

THE Wolf is distinguished from tbe Dog by hi 
superior size, stronger limbs, more muscular body 
and grea.wr breadth of the up~r part of the face~ 



~rat~ at almost all the tempe 
P@YI~teJiODl. Of the globe. It is found 

~>!~II" .• IMN Europe .. but has been totally 
own island, . as well as from 

lllJD1etous these pernicious . ani· 
once been in Britain, may be 

,;gl_.;fttl~tbe celebrated laws of King Edgar, 
1dLCr.uem.ptc:d the extirpation of these animals 

£ODl1Jl1lting the punishments for certain crime 
into the acceptance of a number of 'Volves' 
tpngues from each criminal: in Wales by ~on· 

· verting the tax. of gold and silYer into au annual 
tribute of three hundred Wolves' heads. In sue· 
ceeding reigns, their destruction was promoted 
by proper rewards; and the lands of certain Rer· 

• sons were held, according to our historian Camb· 
den~ on condition of destroying the wolves which 

· infested those parts of the kingdom. 
The general colour of the W' olf is a pale grey" 

with a cast of yellowish, it varies much as to 
the ahades OT gradations of colour in different 
parts of the orId. Those of Africa are said to 
be Am ~ of Europe hile, . on «) 



contraryl dle American ODes art considerably 
smaller; and ftorn these latterl it is pretended, 
the Dogs proceeded, which were obsenTed ill North 
America, on the first arrival of be Europeans. 
In the less inhabited parts of • ~ Wolves 
are said to go in great dro hunt the 
deer and other animals in the hounds, 
with h.ideous howlings; and it . fhat they 
will even attack the Buffalo himself. reduced 
to extremity by hunger, they swaIlo .. great quanti
ties of mud, to allay the uneasy sensati.op.a of their 
stomachs. In the inhabited parts -of .Attlerical' 
however, \Volves are now become '$Orne 
parts of Europe the number of Wo seems ra-
ther to have increased than diminished; and this 
appears to be the case in Swedenl since, ac . g 
to Linnreus, the Wolf was very rare in that ou.n~ 
try, till about the year 1720, The Swedes, besides 
other methods, have a way of destroying tb.e 
Wolf, by leaving the carcase of a sheep or other 
anima~ stuffed with a species of Lichen or tree
mos, (Lichen vulpinus)) which is considered as a 
certain poison to the W"olf, and (if we may judge 
from the name) to the Fox also. This lichen is 
or a filamentous or stringy form, very much" 
branched, and of a yeliow-coloUl' i and is round in 
great plenty on the ' bodies of variou$ trees, as ' 
well asl occasionally, on old wooden roofs, walls, 
$ce. It is said to be mixed with pounded glass 
when used for the purpose above mentioned, and 
the glass is probably the most efficacious destroyer 
of the animal 
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The Wolf is sometimes affected with madness, 
attended with similar appearances to those exhj~ 
bited in t11at state by the Dog, and productive of 
the same symptoms in con equence of its bite: 
this diseas~ is said to happen to them in the depth 
of winter, and, therefore, as Mr. Pennant ob
serves, can never be attributed to the rage of the 
dog-days. Wolves, in the northern parts of the 
world, sometimes, during t1le spring, get on the ' 
ice Qf the sea, in order to prey on young seals, 
which they catch asleep; but this repast some
times proves fatal to them; for the ice, deta hed 
from the shore, carries them to a great distance 
from the land, before they are sensible of it. It 
is said that in some years a large district is by 
this means delivered from these pernicious beasts, 
which are heard howling in a most dreadful man
ner far in the sea. 

U The "Wolf (says Buffon) is one of those ani
mals whose carnivorous appetite is the strongest. 
Though he has received from Nature the meanS 
of gratifying his taste, though she haS bestowed 
on him arms, c'raftiness, strength, agility, and 
every thing necessary for discovering, seizing, 
conquering, and devouring his prey, yet he pften 
dies of' hunger; because men have dec1i1ted war 
against him, put a price on his head, and forced 
him to fly to the forests, where 'he finds only a. 
few species' of wild animaL, who escape from him 
by the swiftness of their course~ and whom he 
cannot snrprise but by chance, or by a patient 
and often fruitless attendance ~t those places to 
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" 'hich they generaUy resort. He is naturally 
downish and dastardly; but want makes him in
genious, and necessity gives him courage. '\Then' 
pressed with famine, he braves danger; he at-' 
tacks those animal'i which are under the protec-' 
tion of man, especially such as l1e can transport 
with ease, as lambs, small dogs, and kids j and 
when successful in his bloody expeditions, he re
turns often to tbe charge, till, being wo'unded, 
chaced, and persecuted by men and dogs, he re
tires) during the day, to his den; but issues forth 
m the night, traverses the country~ roams about' 
t cottages, kills aU the animals which have~ 

left without, digs the earth under the doors, 
enters with a dreadful ferocity, and puts every' 
living creature to death before he chooses to de-
part and carry off his prey. When these inroad~'; 
happen to be fruitless, he ret s to the woods) 
~earches about with avidity, follows the tract of 
wild beasts, and pursues them, in the hope that 
they may be stopped and pursued by some other 
Wolf, and that he may be a partaker in the spoil. 
In fine, when his hunger is extreme, he loses the 
idea of fear; he ,attacks 'Women and children, and
even sometimes darts upon men, till, becoming ' 
perfectly furious by excessive exertions. he gene
rally falls a sacrifice to pure rage and djstrac-., 
tion. " 

In the year ] 764 an animal of this kind exert- . 
eel peculiar ravages ip some particular districts of 
Gevaudan in Languedoc.. and became the terror 
of the whole country. If the accounts then given 
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in the Paris Gazette may be trusted,. he was 
known to have destroyed at least twenty persons, 
chiefly 'women and children. With the usual ag
gravation of popular description, l1e was repre
sented by some who had seen Jlim, as far surpass .. 
ing in 'size the rest of his species, and striped 
somewhat in the manner of a tiger. Public 
prayers were said to have been offered up for his 
de truction. 

The time of gestatIon in the \Volf is (according 
to Buffon) about three months and a half; and the 
young whelps are found from the end of April to 
the beginning of July; and this difference in the 
time of gestation, which in the Wolf is 100 days, 
and in the Dog only 60J he considers as a proof 
of the real difference between the two species. 

Notwithstanding tIle savage nature of the Wolf, 
he is still capable, when taken young, of being 
tamed. A remarkable instance of this is said to 
have been exhibited in a "Wolf belonging to the 
late Sir Ashton Lever, which was, by pruper edu
cation~ entirely divested of the ferocious charac
ter of its species. 



Canis Mexicanu,s. C. tauda deJlera!droi, co77K!.rr.'ci1lC'«1, fascii$ 
jUscu maculisql1ej'lllru'Caricgafo. Ln. S!lst at. Gmel, p. 71. 

Dog with deflected tail, and a h-coloured bQdy, variegated with 
dUll y bands and fulvous spots. 

Canis cipereus, maculis fu\yis variegatus. BrUs. Q(fQdr. 'J.31. 
Loup de 1exique. B1!1f. I5·p· 49 • 
.Mexican Wolf. PentMlJlt Q.lI4dr. I.p. ~So. 

THIS species, which Buffon is inclined to con
sider as a variety of the common Wolf, gradually 
altered by climate- (having, as he supposes, mi
grated originally from 'the northern parts of the 
American continent to t11 southern), appears to 
have n first described hy Hernandez, ill his 
ace f Mexico. In its general appearance it 
resembles the com 'Volf; but has a head 
twice 'as large, a thicker neck, and a less bushy 
tail: the colour of the body is cinereous, marked 
with some yellow spots: the head is of the same 
colour ~vith the ,body, and marked with transverse 
bro vnish lines, and, the front is spotted with yel
low: above the mouth are .situated several bristles, 
lIS large, but not so stiff, as those of a hedgehog: 
the ears are grey, like the head and body: there 
is a long yellow spot on the neck, another on the 
breast, and a third on the belly: on the tlanks are 
transverse bands from the back to the belly: the 
tail is grey, with a yellow spot in the middle! the 
legs are barred with grey and brown. The de
ICription, as given by Mr. Pennant, differs some-

. what from the former, and is thus delivered: 
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"D, With avery large head; great jaws; vast 
teeth: on the upper lips strong bristles, reflected 
backwards, not unlike the softer spines of a por
cupine, at1[l of a grey and white-colour: large, 
erect, cinereous ears; the space between marked 
with broad tawny spots: the head ash-coloured, 
striped transversely with bending dusky lines: 
neck fat and thick, covered with a loose skin, 
marked with a long tawny stroke: on the 'breast is 
another of the same' kind: body ash-coloured, 
spotted with black; and the sides striped, from 
the back downwards, with the same colour: belly 
cinereous: tail long, of the colour of the belly, . 
tinged in the middle with tawny: legs and feet 
striped with black . and ash-colour." Mr. Pen
nant adds, that Hermandez himself (its first de
scriber) considers it as a variety of the common 
speCIes. It is sometimes found white. It is a 
native of the hotter parts of Mexico, and in its 
manners agrees with the common Wolf. 

BLACK WOLF. 

Canis Lycaon. C. cauda recta, corpqre toto migro. Lin. SYf.t. 
Nat. Gmtl. p. 73. 

Black Wolf with strait tail. 
Loup noir. Buff. 9. p. 36,. pl. 41. 

'tHIS animal, considered by Buffon and other$ 
as a yariety only of the common Wolf" is at.pre
sent regaTded as a distinct species. Like thi 
common Wolf, it is found both in Europe ana 

v. I. P. II. 20 
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Canis HY3ella. C. cauda recta, pilU etrtJicil ~ Gltriculu 'IU

du, pedi/JUIi twtr.f!jlis. Lin. Syst. Nat. DinIl. p. i 1 • 

Pale-brown Hyrena, striped with black, with~ mane, na
ked ears, strait tail, and four-toed feet. 

L'Hyaena. Bif. 9· p. :2.68. pl. 25· mill 8fI]1pl. S· p. '34-. pl. 46. 
Striped Hy:ena. Pen1WntQvadr. I.,. 70. 

THE HYll!na is a native ?f· an ~art8 Asia 
and Africa, being found 'a, Birbary, 
Senegal, &c. &c. 'Its generaJ. size • t1tat of a 
large Dog, but it is distinguished by great 
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strength of limbs, and by a remarkable fulness or 
thickness of the nout. It colour is a pale grey
ish-brown accompanied by a tawny cast; and the 
whole body is marked by i1everal distant blackish 
transverse bands running from the back down
wards: these bands are much more numerous as 
well as of a deeper colour on the legs: from the 
neck along the upper part of the back runs. a 
strong bristly mane: the snout or nose is black: the 
ears are long'ish, sharp-pointed, and nearly naked: 
the tai~ is rather short than long, and is very f~ll 
of hair. On all the feet are four toes. 

Hyrenas generally inhabit caverns and rocky 
places: they prowl about chiefly by night, and 
feed on the remains of dead animals as well as on 
living prey. They are even said to devour the 
bodies which they occ~sionally find in cemeteries .• 
They attack cattle, and frequently commit great 
devastation among the flocks. Though not gre
garious from any social principle, they sometimes 
assemble in troops, and follow with dreadful as'li
duity the movements of an army, through the 
hope of feasting on the slaughtered bodies. 

There is something in the aspect of· the Hyrena 
which seems to indicate a peculiar gloominess 
and malignity of disposition, and its manners in a 
state of captivity seem in general to correspond 
with its appearance, being savage and untracta
ble. It has even been supposed that the Hyrena 
cannot be tamed; but this op,inion is proved to 
be erroneous from two instances at least; one of 
which is recorded by Mr. Pennant, who declares 
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that he saw a Hyrena which had been l'endered as 
tame as a dog; the other by the Count de Buffon, 
who assures us, that in an exhibition, of animals 
at Paris, in the year 1773, th~re was a Hyrena 
which had been tamed very earlYI and'was appa
rently divested of all its natural malevolence of dis
position. ~ remarkable particularity in this ani
mal, but which is sometimes observed in dogs, 
&c, is, that when it is first dislodged from cover .. 
or obliged to run, it always appears lame for a 
considerable space, and that sometimes to such a 
degree.. according to Mr. Bruce, as to make the 
spectator suppose one of the hind legs to be brok
en'; but after running some time, this affection 
goes off, and he runs swiftly away. The super
stitions of the ancients respecting this animal, its ' 
annual change of sex, &c. c. are too absurd to 
be even mentioned in the, presept PGl'iod of illu
mination. 

The Hyrena about Mount Libanus, Syria, the 
north of Asia, and about Algiers, is known, ac
cording to Mr. Bruce, to live mostly upon large 
succulent bulb"ous roots, especially thuse of the 
Fritillaria, &c. al1d that author informs us that 
he has know~ large spaces of fields turned up to 
get at onions or roots of those plants; and these 
were chosen with such care, that, after having 
been peeled, they were refused and left on the 
ground on account of a small rotten spot in them; 
Mr. Bruce, therefore, imagines tha.t his primitive 
manner of feeding was rather on vegetables. than 
on flesh; but in Abyssinia. he seems long to .hillve 
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abandoned his primitive food of roots, if indeed it 
ever was such; and in that barbarous and ill-go
verned country he finds more frequent opportu
nities than perhaps any where else in the world . 
to indulge his appetite for flesh. In Barbary, 
Mr. Bruce assures us he has seen the Moors, it 
the day-time, take this animal by the ears, and 
pull him along, without his offering any other 
resistance than that of drawing back; and the 
hunters, when his cave is large enough to give 
ther admittance, will take a torch in their hand, 
and go strait to h'im; and pretending to fas
cinate him by a senseless jargon of words which 
they repeat, they throw a blanket over him, and 
hawl him out. Mr. Bruce locked up a goat, a 
kid, and a lamb, with a Barbary Hyama all day, 
when he was fasting, and found them in the even
ing alive ~nd unhurt; but repeating an ' experi
ment of this kind one night, he ate up a young 
ass, a goat, and a fox, all before morning, so as 
to leave nothing but some small fragment of the 
ass's bones. In Barbary, therefore, he has no 
courage by day, but flies from man, and hides 
himself from him; while in Abyssinia }Je is so 
bold as to prowl about in open day, and to attack 
with savage fury such animals as chance may of
fer to his view. 

"' .1 do not think (says Mr. Bruce) there is any 
one that hath hitherto vrittcn of this animal who 
ever saw ~he thousandth part of them that I lla ,,·e. 
They were a plague in Abyssinia in every situa
tion, both in the city aud in the field, and, I 
think, surpassed the sheep in number. Gondar 
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was full of them from the time it turned dark till 
the dawn of day, se~king the differ nt pieces of 
slaughtered carcases which this cruel and unclean 
people expose in the streets without burial, and 
who firmly believe t1lat t11ese animals are Falasha 
from the neighbouring mountains, tran$formed 
by magic, and come down to eat human flesh in 
tIle dark in safety. Many a time in the night, when 
the king had kept me late in the palace, and it 
was not my duty to lie there, in going across the 
square from the king's house, not many hundred 
yards distant, I have been apprehensive ~hey 

would bite me in the leg. They grunted in great 
numbers about me, though 'I was surrounded with 
several armed men, W110 seldom passed a night 
without wounding or slaughtering some of them. 

" One night in Maitsha, being very intent on 
observation, I heard something pass behind !De 
towards the 'bed, but upon looking round could 
perceive nothing. Having finished what I was 
then about, I went out of my tent, resolving di
l'ectly to return, which I immediately did, when I 
perceived large blue eyes glaring at me in the 
dark. I called upon my servant with a light, and 
there was the Byrena standing nigh the head of 
the bed, ,,;ith two or three large bunches of can
dles in his mouth. To have fired at him I was in 
danger of breaking my quadrant or other furni
ture, and he seemed, by keeping the candles 
steadily in his mouth, to wish for no other pl'ey 
at that time. As hi~ mouth was full, and he had 
no claws to tear with, I was not afraid of him, 
but with a pike struck him as near the heart as I 
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could judge. It was not till then he shewed any' 
sign of fierceness; but, upon feeling his vound, 
he let drop the candle, and endeavoured to run 
up the shaft of the spear to arrive at me, so that, 
in self-defence.. I was obliged to draw a pistol 
from my girdle and shoot him, and nearly at the 
same time my servant cleft his skull with a battle
ax. In a word, the Hyrena was the plague of our 
lives; the terror of our night-walks, the destruc
tion of our mules and asses, which above all others 
are his favourite food." 

Mr. Bruce seems inclined to believe the Abys
sinian Hyama. distinct from the common species, 
having a snout somewhat less thick or hog-like, 

. and more approaching to the form of a dog's 
nose. From his figure, however, there can be 
little doubt of its being a mere variety. The 
largest Hy~na ever seen by Mr. Bruce measured 
five feet nine inches from the nose to the base of 
the tail: its colour was a yellowish-brown, marked 
with distant blackish bands, most numerous on 

_ the legs. 

SPOTTED flY lEN A. 

Canis Crocuta. C. cauda recta, corparc nigro maculato, pcdwuI 
tetradacfyZis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Onzcl. p. 72. 

Reddish-brown Hyaena spott .. ,d with black, with strait tail and 
four-toed feet. 

Spotted Hyaena. Pennant Quadr. I. p. "7'1>. 

THIS animal much :tesembles the common or 
striped Hyrena in its general appearance, but is 
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superior in size, and is readily distinguished by 
J:>eing marked all ov.er the body and legs /with nu
merous roundish bla 'k spots; along the neck is 
an uprigl mane: the face. and upper part 
of the are black: ,the ears short, rather 
poin~ black on ~he outside, a}1d 'grey within : 
the tail black, rather short, and full of hair. It 
it an African animal, · and is found :n Guinea, 
lEthiopia, and abou ' the Cape ' of Good Hope. 
In its manner of life resembles the former species, , 
and exerts equal ravages 'amongst the cattle of 
th districts in which it resides. By some wri~rs 

it has been errone9us!J; termed a Ja~al. ·_ 

JAOltA L. 

Canis Aureus: C. calida recta, cOIporc palJii1efidw. Lin. Syst, 
Nat. Gmel. p. 72. 

Pale-fulvous Dog, with strai taiL 
Lupus aureus. KaffilEft~. ezot. p. 4J3, t. 40 7.f. 3. 
Schakal. Pennant Q ~6A. 

THE Jackal' 

and makes its 
night; preying 

=::.;~_,;.raJJ- hangs .strait, is 
fJjj~m"'ac:k at the tip. 

and in ,woods, 
during the 

on aU the weaker 
animals. It also v\'>\jiWl;l.UI1ll.lI,Y 
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getables. The voice of the Jackal is desctibed as 
peculiarly hideous, consisting of a kind of mix
ture of howling and indistinct barking. These 
animals frequently go in great troops, to hunt , 
their prey, and by, their dreadful yellings alarm 
and put to flight deer, antelop~s, and other timid 
quadrupeds; while the Lion, instinctively attend
ing to the clamour, is said to follow till the J ack
als have hunted down the prey, and, baving sa
tiated himself, leaves only the mangled remains 
to be devoured by the Jackals. 

It is for this reason that the Jackal is popularly 
termed the Lion's Provider. When pressed by 
hunger, Jackals have been frequently known to 
enter towns and devour indiscriminately whatever 
animal substance they can find. They commit 
ravages among the flocks, kill fowls, &c. and have 
been known to attack mankind. 

There is great reason 'for supposing this animal 
to be the real origin of the Dog, since almost all 
its manners and propensities are the same. 'When 
taken young, it is easily tamed; attaches itself to 
mankind, distinguishes its master, comes on being 
called by its name, shews an attachment to Dogs, 
instead of flying from them, and has all the other 
particularities of character by which the Dog is 
distinguished: amongst others, the important ob
servation of Professor Guldenstedt, who has given 
an accurate description of the Jackal in the Pe
tersburgh Transactions, lIhould by no means be 
omitted, viz. that the Jackal and Dog agree in 
the structure of the coecum or short intestine, and 
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differ. in that respect both from the Wolf and the 
Fox. According to Mr. Pennant, the Jackal in
habits U aU the hot and temperate parts of Asia, 
India, Persia, Arabia, Great Tartary, the regions 
about Mount Caucasus~ Syria, altd the Holy-land, 
and occurs, in most parts of Africa, from Barbary 
to the Cape of Good Hope." . 

The most authentic figure of the Jackal seems 
to be that published by Mr. Schreber, which, he 
informs us, is from a draw~ng communicated by 
Dr. Pallas, and which was taken from the living 
animal brought from the T..eYant, and figured un
der his own inspection: it also agreed perfectly 
with the skin of one brought from Persia, and 
preseI'ved at Petersburgh. This figure is, there
fore, copied in the present publication. The fol
lowing most accurate description by Dr. Palla 
will, no doubt, be considered as an important .ad
dition to the history of this animal. 

" In external :figur~ the Jackal resembles the 
iV olf more than the FQx. It is also larger, al1d · 

stands higher on its legs than- the Fox. The heal 
is of a fox-red above, mixed with ash-grey hairs, . 
which have each a blackish ring and tip: the up
per lip is white on each side the nose, and the 
throat is of the same colour: the whiskers, the 
long hairs on the chin, and those above the eyes, 
which are five in number, are black: the t!ars are 
fox-recl externally, and white internally: the neck 
and back are all over grey-yellow~ and both, but 
especially the latter, are dabhed with a shade of 
dusky, owing to the tips . of the long hairs on 
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those parts: the under parts of the body and the 
legs are of a light reddish-yellow, but the shoul
ders and thighs are externally of a fox-red: the 
claws are black; the thumb-claw stands higher 
than in the Dog, and is crooked: the tail is strait, 
somewhat longer and more hail'Y than in the 
Wolf, an~ is of a greyish-yellow, more inclining 
to fox-red towards the end; the long hairs ve 
black tips, and consequently the tip of the tail 
appears black: the hair of the Jackal is coarser 

. and stronger than that qf the "T 01£, and is longest 
on the shoulders ' and tail, whcre it measures four 
inches: on the neck and back it is shorter by an 
inch: between the hairs is situated a woolly fur of 
a grey colour: the four middle front teeth are of 
a truncated form, or .. if cut oft flat .. not percep
tibly notched or indented: the two exterior larger 
ones in the uPRer jaw are somewhat carinated, in 
the lower rounded: the side or canine-teeth in the 
upper jaw are somewhat larger than in the under: 
the grinders are six on each side, the first being 
the smallest, and of a conical shape; tile next 
grinders; to the number .of two in the upper and 
three in the lower, are gradually larger, and di
vided into three points: the fourth of the upper 
jaw and the fifth of the under are the largest, and 
have two points: the remai.ning ones stand deeper 
in the jaw, or more inwards, and are smaller than 
the preceding: the tongue has on each side a 
border or row of small ver 'ucre or wart'!." 

According to Mr. Pennant, the usual 'length of 
the Jackal is about two feet and a half; the fe-
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male is somewhat smaller than the mal.e, and bas 
from six. to eight paps. Dr. Panas counted, in a.. 
young Jackal, three teats on one side, and four 
on the other, of which the foremost was situated 
near the sides of the breast. 

The more we consider the natw'e and manners 
of this animal, the more reason we shall find to' 
co' cide with Professor Gu1denstadt in opinion, 
that the Jackal is the real origin of the Dog; 
(unless, indeed, we allow the wild dogs of Africa, 
mentioned under the history of that species, to be 
t e Dog in a state of nature). 1\1r. Guldenstadt 

ry properly observes, that the natale solum of the 
Wolf does not seem to fit it for being the supposed 
origin of the Dog, since it is generally confined 
to the frig'id zone: its size is also against the sup
position; for the natural size of any species of 
animal appears to be between th!lt of the large 
and small varieties. The Fox is still more unlikt: 
the Dog, as to some particulars in the stru~tures 
of the intestines: the native country of the Jackal" 
which is properly Asia Minor, is the land where 
we should naturally suppose the prim~val domes"" 
tic Dog to have originated. The J ackp.l, accord
"jng to Mr. Guldenstadt, has a natural propensity 
to follow mankind, instead of flying from him, 
like the Wolf and the Fox" The whelp, he adds, 
is very readily tamed, and, when grown up, as
sumes all the habits of the domestic Dog: fawns 
on his master, rejoices, wags its tail, throws itself 
on. its back, and murmurs gently, distinguishes 
its name, jumps on the table, &c. &c. &c. 
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c~ Catulus captus facile cicuratur, et in hospitio 

adultus blanditur; homines lrete adspiciendo, 
caudam motitando, corpus prosternendo, vel in 
dorso . se projicie::ndo, levi munnure ganniendo. 
Dominum distinguit a reliquis; ad nomen pro· 
prium ipsi imp'ositum attendit; in mensam invita· 
tus insilit; contortuplicatus dormlt; lambendo bi
bit; scybala dura cae at ; ad latus mingit; in so
cietate canum pacificus anum eorum odorat. Odor, 
quem Schacala per glandulas anales spargit, nec 
teterrimus, ut Dumon voluit, nee moscho analo
gus, ut alii voluerunt, hunc eo vl.11pis mitiorem et 
illo canis foetore instante teinpestate erumpente, 
vix deteriorem esse sentio." 

That the Jackal and Dog readily intermix or 
breed, appears from various testimonies, accord
ing to the Count de Buffon, in his chapter on the 
degeneration of animals. 1\11'. G. cannot consi
d~r the cauda recuroata a.s an essential character 
of the pog, but thiriks it may have originated 
from cicuration. The Jackal, he thinks, with 
many other authors, may probably be the Thos 'of 
Aristotle. 

Mr. G. saw, no Jackals of the exact measure 
given by Gmelin, but, in general, of twenty-six 
or twenty-seven Paris inches from the nose to the 
beginning of the tail. The general colour, he 
adds, is a dirty fulvous, rather blacker on the back, 
and yellowish-white beneatll. On each knee is 
generally a black patch, and the tip of the tail is 
of the same colour. 
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CAPE JACKAL. 

Canis Mesomelas. C. Cauda recta, corpore fortugineo, jasci 
dorBali nigra. lin. Syst. Nat. 'Gmcl. p. 73· 

Ferruginous Dog, with strait tail, and black dorsal band. 
Der Capische Schakal. Schl'cbcr saellgth. 1. p. 370. tab. 95. 
Cape Schakal. Pelluant Quadr. 1. p. '165, 

f animal is said to pc not uncoinmon about 
of Good Hope, and is by some con

with the Jackal, to which, indeed, it 
to be very nearly allied. The head is yel

lowish-brown, with a l~ixture of black and white 
hairs, especially on the hind part; the nape of the 
neck and the whole length of the back black, 
with a mixture of white: the "'black band COlll

mences at the top of the neck, and widens over 
the shoulders, in an almost rhomboid form, from 
thence decreasing to the tail, along the upper 
part -of which it is still continued in form of a . 
stripe. This black dorsal band is clouded on each 
side in the broaJest part with whitish or greyish 
undulations, and a similar mixture is visible on 
the middle of the band. The genel'al colour of 
the animal is bright foxy or fenuginous, with the 
throat, breast, abdomen, and insides of the thighs 
whitish: the tail is not unlike that of a fox, but 
rather less bushy, and is of the same bright ferru
ginous ~ the upper parts of the body, with three 
tra.D.\verse black bands towards the end, and a 
black tip. The length of this animal is two feet 
and three quarters, exclusive of the tail, which 
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measures one foot. The description of this spe
-cies was drawn up by Mr. Schreber, from a skin 
sent from the Cape: the figure also accompany
ing the description was from the same skin. It 
is here copied from the work of Mr. Schreber. 
Mr: Schreber observe~, -that the figure of the 
Jackal given by the Count de Buffon seems much 
more nearly allied to this animal than to the pre
ceding. Mr. Pennant informs us, that the figure 
in question was copied from a skin in but an in-

, dIfferent state of preservation, in the Ashmolean 
Museum at Oxford, and was by himself commu
nicated to the Count de Buffon, who introduced 
it into his work. 

BARBARY JACKAL. 

Canis Barbarus. C. SUbJLlSCU8, cauda 1'ecta, fascia subauriculari 
dC$cell~ellte furcata nigra, cauda lascii~ tribllsfuscis. 

Pale-brown Dog, with strait tail, a black descending fnrked 
band from behind each ear, and three dusky bands on the tail. 

Barbary Schakal. -Pennant Quadr. r. p. 260 • 

. Le Chachal. Buff suppl. 6. p. lIZ. pl. 16. 

'THIS species has a long slender nose, sharp up~ 
right ears, and a'long bushy tail. _ Its colour is a 
very pale brown: from behind each ear runs a 
black line, which SOOI1 divides into two" running 
downwards along the neck: the tail is suno~nded 
by three dusky rings or zones. It is of the size 
of the common Fox, but the limbs seemingly 
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aborter, and the nose IbQre slender. A drawing 
made from the 'skin of this animal in the Ashmo
lean Museum at Oxford was communicated, as 
before mentioned, by Mr. Pennant to the Count 
de Buffon, which he caused to te engraved in 
his third supplemental volume. 

CEY LONESE DOG. . 

Canis Ceilonicus. C. cine"co:fla'vescens, 7UJ8I) elongato, cavda 
lmtgtl acuminata, 'IlnguilnM iJl£urois. 

'Yellowish-grey Dog, with lengthened snout, long sharp-pointed 
:'l'tail, and crooked claws. -

Chien sauvage de Ceylon. Vosmaer deser. 
Ceylonese Dog. Pennant QuadI'. I. p. :1.66. 

THIS species is a native of Ceylon, but no par
ticulars relative to its manners or. history are 
known. It was described by Mr. Vosmaer from 
a stuffed skin. He infonns us that it was a little 
larger than a common domestic cat, measuring 

. about twenty-two inches from .Dose to tail: the 
tail itself sixteen inches, gradually tapering to the 
point. The ground colour is a yellowish-grey, 
with a cast of brown on some parts, owing to the 
longer: hairs which are of that colour: the feet are 
strongly tinged with brown; and here and there 
along the back the 'hrown cast seems to form a 
kind of stripes or rays: the belly is cinereous: 
the .hair on the whole animal is closish, but soft 
to the touch: the head jj long and paiuted; the 
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snout and part under the chin brown, but the top 
of the head of a yellowish ' ash-colour, which pass
ing beyond the ears, forms as it were a spot be
low them, and descends from thence to between 
the eyes, where it terminates in a point. Beneath 
the eyes, on the cheeks, are some oblong patches 
o{a clearer or brighter colour than the rest of the 
skin: the nostrilS" open, in the form of crescents: 
o.n each side the front of the nose are seated 
long hairs or whiskers of a blackish brown-colour: 
two similar hairs are also situated at each corner 
of the eye; and on each side the head, in a str~it 
line from the nose, is a simple hair like the for
mer: the ears are small, pointed, and elevated; 
and of a brown-colour. There are six front-teeth 
in' the upper mandible; beyond which are two 
large canine-teeth; and farther back (so far as 

. the dried state of the specimen permitted a view) 
four very pointed grinders; but there areproba
bly more, which could not be seen. In the lower 
jaw aI:e six small front-teeth, lalge canine ones, 
and six grinders on each side. The claws of this 
animal resemble those of a Cat more than of a 
Dog, though not so long and slight in proportion. 
Both fore and hind feet have five toes. The ani
mal was received from Ceylon, under the name 
of Wild or Wood Dog. • 

il 



Cani. Vulpes. C. ,ada rcct., a,kl.. lAt. s,.t. Not. 
P·59· 

Dog with strait tail tipped with white. 
Vulpes. Gem. Quadr. 966. Aldr. dig. 19S. JOMt. Qauulr. 82. 

Renard. BlIff· 7· p. 75. pl. '6. 

THE Fox, like the Wolt: appears to 'be pretty 
generally diffused throughout all the northern 
a~ terpperate parts of the globe; occurring with 
numerous varieties, as to shades of colour and 
gradations of size, in most parts of Europe, the 
W)rth of Asia, and America. The general colour 
of the Fox is yellowish-brown, or ferruginou& 
above and whitish beneath: the tip of the tail is 
also white; and this circumstance forms the prin
cipal part of the Linllrean specific character of 

, the animal, and though it appears rather too 
ilight to be fiKed upon as a criterion of the spe
cies, yet, perhaps, . it would not be very easy to 
fonn one that would be 11l()re. decisive. Accord
ing to Mr. Pennaut (in his British Zoology), the 
variety called the Cur Fox, which is said to be 
somewhat smaller than the general run of Foxes 
in England, and more addicted to lurk about 
hedges, outhouses, Sec. has the tip of the tail 
black instead of white; if, however, thia supposed 
variety be the Canis Alopex of Linnreus, It is con
sidered in the Systcma N aturre as a distinct spe
cies. Sometimes, though very rarely, the Fox 
has been found entirely white; an instance of 
which oecurs in the works of Ridinger. 
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. ~, The Fox (says Buffon) is so extremely sub
ject to the influences of climate, that the varie
ties of this species ale ' as numerous as those of 
the domestic animals. Most of our Fox.es are 
reddish; but some arc found of a silver-grey; in 
both the end of the tail 'is white: in Burgundy 
the latter are call~d Coal-Foxes (Charboniers), be
cause their teet are remarkably black. Their 
bodies have also the appearance of being shorter; 
because they are better c 'th hair. There 

, are some which are really shorter than the other 
kinds, and of a oirty grey-colour, nearly the 
same with that of old Wolves; but it is uncertain 
whether this difference constitutes a real variety,. 
or is produced by the age of the animal, which 
perhaps grows whiter as he advances in years. 
In the northern climates are Foxes of all colours; 
bl~k, blue, grey, iron-colour, silver-grey, white, 
with yellow feet, white with black heads, white . 
with the extremity of the tail black, reddish with 
the throat and belly entirely white, and, lastly, 
some have a black line along the ba,ck, and cross
ed with another over the shoulders: the latter 
are larger than the other kinds, and have black 
throats. " 

Some of the. abave, however, which the Count . 
de Buft'on considered at that time as varieties, are 
at present regarded as 8pecies perfectly distinct. 

The Fox has a broad head, a harp snout, & 

fiat forehead, obliquely~eated eyes, sharp erect 
ears, a body well covered with hair, and a strait 

, buaby aod somewhat pointed taiL 
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The general colour is a yellowish-red, or more 
properly yellow-brown, _ and on the forehead, 
shoulders, hind part of the back as far as the be
ginning of the tail, and outside of the hind legs, 
it is a little mixed with ,,,hite or ttsh-colour: the 
lips, cheeks, and throa J are white, and a stripe of 
the sanle colour runs along the under side of the 
legs: the breast and belly are ash-grey or whitish
grey: the tips of the ears and the feet are black: 
the tail cxtrem . sh-yel1ow, mixed with a 
tinge of blackish, and ternally brownish yellow
white, with a blackish cast; the tip itself milk
white. 

The Fox prepares for himself a convenient den 
or receptacle in which he lies concealed dUTing 
the greater part of the day. This den is some
times said to be obtained by dispossessing the 
Badger of its hole, and appropriating it to his 
own purposes. It is so contrived as to afford the 
best secUTity to the inhabitant, by being situated 
under hard ground, the roots of trees, &c. and is 
besides fllrnished with proper outlets through 
whiGh he may escape in case of necessity. 

This care and dexterity in constructing himself 
a domicil, is by the Count de Buifon consid~red 
as alone sufficient to rank the Fox among the 
higher order of quadrupeds, sinc~ it implies no 
small degree of intelligence. 

U The Fox knows how to ensure his safety, by 
providing himself with an asylum, to which he 
retires from pressing dangers, where he dwells, 
and where be brings up his young. He is not a 
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vagabond, but lives in a settled domestic state. 
This difference, though it appears even among 
men~ has gr~ater effects, and supposes more 
powerful causes~ among the inferior animals. The 
single idea of a habitation or settled place of abode, 
the art of making it ,commodious~ and concealing 
the avenues to it, imply a superior degree of senti
ment." 
. In clear \varm weather the . Fox sometimes 
comes out to bask ill the sunshine~ lying stretch~d 
out on some dry place, the stump of a tree, &c. 
&c. At night he C01l11nenCe his depredations~ 
prowling about after poultry, small birds, leverets, 
rabbits, &c. &c. . He is supposed to make con
siderable destlllction among. field-mice~ and it is 
said, that, like the Cat~ he plays with them for some 
time before he quite destroys them. He also oc
casionally eats frogs, newts, snails, ahd insects. 
Se 'eral kinds of berries and fruit are also an ac
ceptable food, and he is particularly fond of 
grapes, and does considerable injury a.mong vine
yards. Sometimes he attacks bee-hives, and de· 
vours the honey, in spite of the stings he receives 
from the disturbed swarm. 'When pressed by ne
cessity, he willl'eadily devour carrion, but prefers 
flesh in a rare state. "I once (says Buffon) sus· 
pended on a tr~e, at the height of nine feet~ some 
meat, bread, and bones. The FOll:es had been at 
severe exercise during the night; for, next morn
ing, the earth all around was beaten, by their· 
jwnping, as smooth as a barn floor." ~ 

The Foll. attempts his prey by: cllllllUl8 rather 
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than by force: hi S(;ent is exquisite, so tha.t he 
can perceive either his prey or his enemies at the 
distance of !a or :lOO paces: he has the habit of 
killing more than he eats, and hid~Dg the remain
der under grass, the roots of trees, &c. His 
voice is a sharp, quick yen, often. ending in a. 
higher, stronger" and screaming kind of note, 
not unlike that of the Peacock. 

The smell of the Fox is proverbially oiFensive. 
'This smell, as in many othe quadrupeds, pro
ceeds, perhaps, from certain glands situated near 
the base of the tail; but there is an observation in 
the Systema N atune of Linnreus, which at first 
appears in the highest degree paradoxical, viz. 
that the Fox diffuses an ambrosial odor from the 
upper part of the baae of the tail. ( Amb'rosiacQ 
fragrat odore supra caudte basin.) This observa
tion is also made by 1\1r. Schreber in his Hi tnry 
of Quadruped. . " The smell (says he) of the 
Fo~ is strong and unpleasant, but on the tail is a. 
spot from which . proceeds a violaceous scent. " 
This strange particularity seems to have been first 
publisbed by Doebe1 in his work on hunting. 
The offensive or general smell of the Fox is sup
posed exactly to resemble that of the root of 
crown-imperial (Fritillaria Imperialis Lin. ) This 
is mentioned by Dr. Grew in his Anatomy of Ve
getables, where he assures us, that the root of tbi& 
plant, "being rubbed a little, 8n~1l8 as like a 
Fox, as one Fox smelleth l~e another.» . 

The Fox produces five or I\ix. yOUDg a.t & time 
and if they are diaCOVert4 or d.i$turbcd, the fo-
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male will carry them in ' her mouth, one at a time, 
to some more secret retreat; in this respect imi
tating the conduct or the Cat and Dog, which 
are known to do the same. 

The Fox seems to be an extremely common 
animal in the Holy Land. It may be doubted, 
.however, according to Mr. Pennant ... whether the 
celebrated device of Sampson for destroying the 
corn of the Philistines was practised with tlteae 
animals or with Jackals, which latter being much 
more easily attainable in the number specified, 
would have been the pecies most probably re" 
sorted to on that occasion. 

The -skin of the Fox makes a wum and soft 
fur, and is, therefore, lIsed fOT muffi, linings, &c. 
At Lausanne (says Mr. Pennant) are furriers who 
are in possession of between two and three thou
sand Fox skins al1 taken in one winter. 

The three varieties, according to this author, 
which <>Ceur in Great Britain, are the (Jre'!lhrnt1Hi 
Fox, called in Wales Milgi, which is the laTgat, 
tallest, and boldest, and will attack a grown 
sheep: second~y, the Mastiff Fo.r, which i~ less, 
~t more strongly built: and, lastly, the CII" F~ 
or Corgi# which is the kind before mentioned, 
,vith a black tip to the tail This last is probably 
the Canis Alopex of LinJ.llieIlS. 



CROSS .FOX. 

This is d~scribed by Gesner in the appendix to 
his History of Viviparous Quadrupeds. In this 
variety 'a black line or stroke extends from the 
nose along the' head and' whole length of the 
back and tail, and is crossed by another band of 
the same colour over the shoulders, an,d along. the 
outside of the fore legs, to the feet. Its throat is 
of a blackis~l tirige. It is a native, according to 
Gesner, of the northern parts' of . Europe, but is 
not found in Germany. He described it from a 
skin. Olaus Magnus affirms, that the skin of 
these crossed Foxes sells at a great price, and is 
considered as a valuable fur.-Vid. Aldr. dig. 
p.222. ' , 

According to Mr. Pennant, it is a native not 
only of the northern parts of Europe, but of A5ia 
and North America. Great number of the skins 
are imported £l'om Canada, and are much esteemed 
for their thick and soft fur: the belly is black": 
and the skin varies, as to cast of colour, .in differ. 
ent specimens, . but in all is the blackness. 

Var.t 

BLACK FOX. 

This variety occurs in the northern parts of 
Euro~, Asia, and America. The Asiatic ones" 
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however, are larger and blacker than the others. 
and afford a richer and more valuable fur than 
that of almost any other quadrupeds. In Ame
rica this animal is principally found in Canada. · 
In Karntschatka it is in its greates~ perfection; 
but the creature is Qf so subtle and wild a nature 
as to be very rarely obtainable. A single skin 
has been valued at 400 rubles. The American. 
black Faxes are often of a mixed colour, being 
dashed with a cinereous cast on the face, sides, 
&c. 

BRANT FOX. 

Canis Alopex. 

Gmel· P·74. 
With strait tail, black at the tip. 

THIS is less than the common Fox, and has a. 
thicker and dusker fur, though sometimes, on 
the contrary, it is much brighter and redder than 
that species, as mentioned by Linnreus ill his 
Fauna Suecica: the tail is tipped with bla~k. A 
Pennsylvani:m Brant Fox, described by Mr. Pen .. 
nant, was scarcely half th,e size of the common. 
Fox. It had the nose black, much sharper than 
in that animal; the space round the eyes ferru .. 
• ginous; the forehead and an the upper parts of 
the body black mixtrl with red, ash-colour, and 
black : the ash-colour predominated, which gav~ 
it a hoary look: 'the belly yellowish; the tail black 
abovel red beneath, and ash-colQured on the sides. 
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In his Arctic Zoology, Mr. Pennant observes, that 
the British variety of the Fox with a bla:ck tip on 
the tail seems unknown in America. Mr. Pen
Jlant's American Brant Faz must be .• therefore, ei
ther a variety of the other, or a distinc.t species. 

CORSAC FOX, 

Canis Corsac. C. Cfl1Ida recta fiilva, btui tzpic~e digrtJ. lilt. 
Syst. Nat. Gmel. p; 74. . 

'With strait fulvous tail, with the base and tip whitt'. 
Korsaki. PaU. neue. Mrd. Beyer. I. Z9. 

THE colour .of this species is, in summer, ' a 
clear yello :v-ferruginous; in winter mixed or 
shaded with grey, deeper on the back, white o,n 
the belly, and reddish on the feet: the eyes are 
surrounded with C1 border of white; and a brown
jsh ~tripe runs from them down the nose: the 
ears aTe of the same colour with the back, as is 
likewise the tail, but the base and tip are black
ish: the ears are short: the tail almost as long as 
the body: the si~e of this animal is less than that 
.of the common Fox. It is an inhabitant of the 
hilly parts between J aik and Irtisch.. where it re
sides in its den under ground, and commits great 
ravages among the game. It is hUllted by the 
inhabitants of those regions with Falcon~ and . 
Dogs, and it is said that not less 'than forty or fifty 
thousand are annually tak. n. These are sold to 
the Russians for about forty kopeiks (about twenty 
pence) each: a vast number of the skins a;re said to 
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be sent into Turkey. The Count de Buft'on, ac
cording to Mr. 'Pennant, confounds this species 
with the Isatis or Arctic Fox. 

KARAGAN FOX. 

THIS is a small species, which .. aCCOl'ding to 
Dr, Pallas, is very common in almo t all parts of 
the KirghisioI) deserts, and Great Tartary. Its ge
neral colour is a wolf-grey; the head yelJowish, and 
above the eyes reddish: the eaT'S are black on the 
outside, and white within, with the edge and base 
red; and near the base is a white spot: between 
the shoulders is a dark spot, from which, along 
the back to the tail, runs a reddish or yellowi h 
streak: the throat and breast are of a deep or 
blackish grey, the belly white. The above de
scription is from Dr. Pallas, as communica.ted to 
Mr. Pennant. 
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Canis cinereo-argenteus. C. cauda recta, C(lrpqre cinereo., colto 
lateribus jul'tJO. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 74. 

Ash-grey, with strait tail, and the sides of the neck fulvous. 
Der Grisfuchs. Schreb. saeugtk. p. 360. t. 920. 

THIS Fox, according to Mr. Schreber, inhabits 
North America, and the skins are often sent over' 
to turope. The crown of the head, neck, and 
back, are grey, mbted with black and white: the 

, finer hairs being white-grey, the coarser varied 
with black and white like a porcupine's quill: the 
ears are externally yellow-brown, towards the 
tips mingled with black: about · the ears and on 
the sides of the neck there is a fox-yellow patch: 
the throat, breast, and belly, are white: the legs 
externally yellow-brown: on the fore legs runs, 
from above inwards, a very small black and white 
mixed stripe, which terminates below in a broader 
black one: on the hinder legs a white stripe runs 
inwards, and underneath joins with ' a blackish 
'One : the tail is brown, mixed with a little yellow-

• ish. In size this species is inferior to the common 
Fox. It is described by Schreber, who seenls in 
some doubt whether it may not be a variety of the 
Canis Virginianus (Grey Fox of Catesby). 
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Canis Virginianus. C. cauda recta, corpore a cinereo alliictmle. 
lin. S!Jst. Nat. Gmel. p. 74. 

Whitish-grey, with strait tail. 
Grey Fo¥. Catesby'$ Carolina. z. p. 78. pl. 78. 
Grey Fox. Pennant Quadr. I.p. ZS9. 

TIlE Virginian Fox seems to have been first de ... 
scribed by Catesby. It resembles the common 
Fox in shape: has a sharp nose, long, sharp, up
right ears, long legs, and a hushy tail: its colour 
is a whitish-grey, with a cast of' red about the 
ears. It inhabits the warmer parts of North 
America, particularly Carolina and Virginia. It
is said never to burrow under ground like the 
common Fox, but to inhabit hollow trees: it is 
destitute of the strong smell of the common Fox; 
is easily tamed, and IS said to prey chiefly on 
poultry, birds, &c. 

SILVERY FOX. 

Canis Argentatus. C.fuscus, pilis IOllgioribus argenteo-albis. 
Dog of a deep brown-colour, with the longer hairs of a silvery 

white. 
Silvery Dog. Pennant Quadr. I. p. z6o. 
Le Renard argente. Cllarlevoix Nouv. Franc. I.p. 196. 

TN form this resembles the commOIl Fox. It 
is of a deep brown-colour, with the longer or ex
terior hairs of a silvery white, giving a, highly. 
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Canis Lagopus. C. ca'/U./a recta, palmis platltisque pilosis8im'Ul. 
lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 7 S. 

With strait tail, thick furred feet. 
Isatis. Buff. 13 . p. Z7'2. 
Canis hyeme albus, restate ex ciMreo ca!~lescens. Bn" 

Quadr.p. I74· 
Valpes Crerulescens. Lin. Faun. SlIee. 14. 

Arctic Fox. Pennant Quadr. I . p. 255. 

THIS species is inferior in size to the common 
Fox: its colour is a blueish-grey, which some
times changes to pelfect white: when young it is 
said to be of a dusky colour: the.hair is extremely 
thick, long, and soft: the nose is sharp; the ear 
almost hid in the fur, and are short and rounded: 
the legs are short, and. the toes are covered both 
above and below with a very thick soft fur: the 
tail is shorter than that of the common Fox, but 
more bushy. " These animals (says Mr. Pen
nant) are ' found only in the Arctic regions, a 
few degrees within and without the polar cil'.cle. 
They inhabit SpitzbergenJ Greenland, and Ice
land: are only migratory in Hudson's Bay, once 
in four or five years: are round again in Bering's 
and Copper Isle, next to it, but none beyond: in 
Kamtschatka., a~d aU the countries bordering on 
the frozen sea, which JeelI1l their great residence; 
comprehending a. woodlees track of heath land, 
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generally from 70 to 65 degrees latitude. They 
abound in Nova Zembla: are found in Cberry 
island, midway between Finmark and Spitzbergen; 
to which they must have been brought on islands 
of ice; for it lies above four degrees north or 
the first, and three south of the last: and, lastly, 
in the bare mountains between Lapland and N Of

way. 
" They are the hardiest of animals .. and even in 

Spitzbergen and Nova Zembla prowl for prey dur
ing the severity of winter. They live on the young 
wild geese, and all kinds of water-fowl; on their 
eggs; on hares or any lesser animals; and in 
Greenland (through necessity) on berries, sheR
fish; or whatsoever the sea throws up. But in 
the north of Asia; and in Lapland, their princi
pal food is the Leming (a species of mouse). The 
Arctic Foxes or those regions are as migratory 
a . those little animals; and when the Jast make 
their great migrations, the forme! pursue them in 
vast troops. But such removals are not ouly un
certain, but long: dependent on those Of the 
Leming. The Foxes will, at times, desert their 
native countries for three or four years, probably 
as long as they can nnd any prey. The people 
of J enisea imagine that the wanderers from their 
parts go to the banks of the Oby. Those found 

. on Bering's and Copper isles were probably 
brought from the Asiatic side on floating ice: 
Steller having seen in the remoter islands only 
the black and brown Foxes: and $e same oDly 
on the continent of America. They burro lD 



s~s ARCTIC fOX. 

~he eartIl, and form holes many feet in ,length; 
' strewing the bottom with moss. But in Spitz~ 

bergen and Greenland, where the grolUld is eter" 
nally frozen, they live in the cliffs of rocks: two 
(.}r three inhabit the same hole. They swim weU~ 
and often cross from island to island in search of 
prey. They bark like Dogs; for which reason 
the Russians call them Pefzti. They are tame 
and inoffensive animals; and so simple, that. there 
are instances of their standing by when the trap 
was baiting, and instantly after putting their 
heads into it. They are killed for the sake of 
their skins, both in Asia and Hudson's Bay: the . 
fur is light and warm, but not durable: Mr. ' Gra
ham informed me, that they have appeared in 
su~h numbers about the fort, that he has taken, • 
in different ways, four hundred from Decem
ber to March. He likewise assured me, that the 
tips of their tails are always black;, those of the 
common Faxes are always white: and that be 
never could trace the breeding places of the for
mer." 

U The Greenlanders take them either in pit
falls dug in the snow, and baited with the Capelin 
fish, or in springs made with whalebone laid over 
a hole made in the snow, strewed over at bottom 
with the same kind of fish; or in trap~ made like 
little huts, with flat stones, with a broad one by 
way of door, which falls down (by means of a 
string baited on the inside with a piece of flesh) 
whenever the Fox enters and pulls at it. The 
Greenlanders preserVe the skin for traffic; and, in 



. CHILI FOX. 

cases of necessity, eat the flesh. They also make 
uttons of the skins! and split the tendons, and 

make use of them instead of thread. The blue 
furs aTe much more esteemed than the white."~ 

The above ample and excellent account is from 
Mr. Pennant's Arctic Zoology. Mr. Pennant 
thinks it probable that the Fox described by 
Molina, who observed it in Chili, was of. this . 
species, ·viz. 

, 
r 

Var.? 

CHILI FOX. 

Canis Culpreus. C. cauda recta elongata, apice conco[f»"t kvi. 
Molina Hist. Nat. Chilo 4'P:z59. 

Dog with strait elongated tail, with tip of a similar colour. 

THIS is supposed to b~ a variety of the Antarc
tis-: Fo~. Its length from nose to tail is two feet 
and a half: its colour a deep brown: the tail is 
covered with short hair Ijke that of a domestic 
40g: its voice is feeble, but has some resemblance 
to a bark. It inhabits the open countries of 
Chil~ in which it forms its burrows. The Chilians 
call it Culpeu, from .culpem. signifying folly; it 
being considered as a silly animal. 

• 

V. I. P. n. 



SVUINAM: DOG. 

Canis ThOU!. C. cauda dqlera [<roi, corpore ndJgriseo, SIlhtrl9 
albo. Lin . Syst. Nat. 

Greyish Dog, white beneath, with deflected tail. 
Surinam Dog. Pennant QuadI'. I. p. 26,. 

THIS species is said by Linnreus to inhabit Su
rinam. It seems to have been unknown to other 
naturalists. The very short description given by 
Linnreus states only that the body is grey, en
tirely white beneath; that it is of the size of a 
large Cat, and has upright ears of the same co
lour with the bodv; a verruca or wart above the 
eyes, on each cheek; and beneath the throat; and 
that the tongue is ciliated at the edges. 

BENGAL FOX. 

Canis Bengalensis. C. sub.fWcus j(Ucia faciei Zvng1.t1tdinali mgra, 
ol'biti.s alhi.s, pedihWljul'Ois, cauda apia nigra. 

Dog of a. light brown-colour, with a longitudinal black stripe 
down the face, white orbits, fulvous legs, and tail tipped with 
black. 

Bengal Dog. Pennant QuadI'. I. p:260. 

THIS species inhabits Bengal. It is scarcely 
half the size of. the European Fox. The face is 
cinereous; the body pale-brown; the legs fulvous; 
the tail tipped with black, and down the middle 
of the face runs a black stripe. The spaces round 
the eyes and the middle of the jaws are white. It 
is said to feed chiefly on roots and berries. 
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SOOTY FOX. 

Canis Fuliginosus. C. cauda recta, corpore foliginoso; 
Fuliginous D. with strait tail. 
Sooty Fox. Pennant Quadr. I. p. ').57, 

THIS in size and habit resembles the Arctic 
. Fox, but is a distinct species. It is said to be nu
merous in Iceland, and is mentioned only by Mr. 
Pennant. 

ANTARCTIC FOX. 

Canis Antarcticus. C. ci.nereo-Juscus 'Pillosus cauda apice alJJa. 
Cinereous-brf)wn villous Fox, with the tail tipped with white. 
Antarctic Fox. Pennant Quadr. 1. p. 257 • 

. THIS, according to Mr. Pennant, is about a 
third part s~perior in size to the Arctic Fox, and 
has pretty much the habit of a Wolf in its ears, 
tail, and strength of limbs. The French, there
fore, call it Loup-Renard, or 'Wolf-Fox. T4e 
head and body are cinereous brown; the hair 
more woolly than that of the common Fox; the 
ears short and pointed; their insides lined with 
white hairs: the legs are dashed with rust-colour j 
the tail dusky, more bushy, and shorter than that 
of the common Fox, and tipped with white. It 
is a native of the Falkland isles, and is said ' to be 
almost the only land quadruped of those distant 
spots. It resides near the shores; kennels like a 
Fox, and forms regular paths from bay to bay, 
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probably fur the convenience of surprising water
fowl, on which it principally lives. It is a tame, 

. fetid animal, and barks in the manner of a Dog. 
, 

FEYNEC. 

Canis? Zerda. C. albida, calida recta, alll'ibu$ amplislilllis erecti8 
intus ,.oseis. 

Whitish Dog ) with strait tail, and very large ul)right ears, in
terrudly rose-coloured. 

Canis Cerdo. C. cauda "eeta, corpore pallido, -ncuUs rlnei 
ereetis preelol/gis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 75. 

The Fennec. Brllce t,.av. 'Dol. S. p. 128. . 
Animal Anonlme. Blfff. slIfpl. 3. p. 148. pl. 19. 
Zerda. Pennant Quad,.. I. p. 267. 

THE Fennec or Zerda is a beautiful African and
Asiatic animal, and is principally found in Arabia. 
Its general length is about ten inches, and it~ co
lour yellowish-white. The ears, which are un
commonly large, are internally of a bright rose
colour, edged with a broad margin of white hair, 
and the tip of the tail is black. An original 

rawing of the Fenner, in the pDssession of Mr. 
Bruce, was by him communicated to the Count de 
Buiron, and was inserted in the supplemental part 
of the Natural History of that celebrated author. It . 
seems singular that an animal which i said to be 
hy no means unmmmon in many parts of the East, 
hould be still unknown in European Museums. 

With respect to its real nature, and proper situa.
tion in systematic arrangement, perhaps no true de
termination can yet be made. On this subject Mr. 





FENNEC. . . 
probably for the con -enience of surprising water-
fowl, on which it plincipally lives. It is a tame, 
fetid ~nimal, and barks jn the manner of a Dog. 

FE~NEC. 

Canis? Zerda. C. a1JJida, cauda 1'ecta, aurwu$ amplissimis erecti, 
inius I'Qseis, 

Whitish Dog ? with strait tail, and very large upright ears, in-
ternally rose-coloured. , 

Canis Cerdo. C. cauda fceta, corpore pallido. tlflriculis t'Q4Ci8 

crectis pt'lxiongis. lin. SJJst. Nat. Gmel. p. 7 S. 
The Fennec. Bl1lcc trav. '/Jol. 5. p. 12.8. . 
Animal Anonlme. B'liff, suppl. 3. p. 148. pl. 19. 
Zerda. Pellnant QuadI'. I. p. 267. 

THE Fennec 01' Zerda is a beau'tiful African and 
Asiatic animal, and is principally found in Arabia. 
Its general length is about ten inches, and it!. co
lour yellowish-white. The ears, which are un
commonly large, are internally of a bright rose
colour, edged with a broad margin of white hair, 
and the tip of the tail is black. An original 
drawing of the Fenner, in the pDssession of Mr. 
Bruce, was by him communicated to the Count de 
Buffon, and waS inserted in the supplemental part 
of the Natural History of that celebrated author. It 
seems singular that an animal which is said to be 
by no means uncommon in many parts of the East, 
should be still unknown in European Museums. 
With respect to its real nature, and proper situa
tion in systematic arrangement, perhaps 'no true de
tennination can yet be made. On this subject Mr. 
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Bruce and Mr. Pennant disagree in their opinions. 
1\fr. Pennant ranks it under the geI}.us Canis, and 
calls it Zerdrr, or ( iC Dog with a pointed visage; 
long whiskers; large bright black eycs; very large 
ears of a bl'ight rose-colour, internally lined with 
long hairs: the orifice so small as not to be visi
ble; probably covered with a valve or membrane: 
legs and feet like those of a dog: tail taper: co
lour between a straw and a pale browIl: length 
from nose to tail ten inches: ears three and a 
half: tail six: heig'llt not {l,'e." ' It inhabits (says 
Mr. Pennant) the vast deserts of Saara, which 
extend heyonclMount Atlas, and is called by the 
Moors Zerda: burrows in sandy gTound, which 
shews the use of valves to the ears. It is so ex
ceedingly swift that it is very rarely taken alive: 
feeds on insects, especially locusts: sits on its 
rump: is very vigilant, and barks like a Dog, but 
much shrjIlcr. Dr. Sparmann suspects that he 
saw it during his travels in Caifl"aria. Mr. Bruce. 
in the fifth or supplemental volume of his travels, 
assures us that the true name of the animal is not 
...zcrda but Fennec, and this latter name, he con
cei~es, may have been dc;rived from flO"'!, a palm, 
the principal residence of the creature being' on 
·the tops of palm-trees. Mr. Bruce, at different 
periods, kept two or three specimen~ of the Fen
nec, and the following is his account of the ani
mal's manners and appearance. 

« Though his favourite food seemed to be 
dates, ck any sweet fruit, yet I observed he was 
very fond of eggs, and small bird's eggs were first 
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mon to qualify hi,n as wise, as he builds his nest 
upon trees, and not on the rock, he cannot be 
the Saphan of the scripture, as some, both Jews 
and Arabians, not sufficiently attentive to the 
qualities attributed to that animal, ha~·e neverthe
less erroneously imagined." 



FELIS. CAT. 

Generic Character. 

Dtntu Primoru intermedii 
~quales. 

M a/ares temi. 
Lingua retrorsum aculeata 
U nguu retractiles. 

, 
Front-teeth six; the interme~ 

diate ones ~qual. 
Grillder.J three on each side. 
Tongflt acu1eated backwards. 
Claw. retractile. 

LION. 

Felis Leo. F. caudaelongata, corpore Il(!Z'DOlo. Lin. Syst. Nat. 
p.60. 

Cat of a pale tawny or dun colour, with long tail, ftor.ky at the 
tip. 

F. cauda elongatafioccosa, tlwracejubato. lin. S;yst: Nat. ed. 6. 

P· 4· 
Felis cauda in floccum desinente. Briss. Quadr. I. p. 194. 
Leo. Gem. Quadr. 572. Aldr. dig. 2. 

Lion. Buff. 9. p. I. pl. 2. 

Lion. Pennant Quadr. I. p. 274. 

T HE Lion is principfi.11 an inhabitant of Africa, 
but is also found, though far less plentifully, in 
the hotter regi.ons of Asia. It is, however, in 
the interior of Africa that he exerts his greatest 
ravages" and reigns superior among the weaker 
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quadrupeds. A Lion of the larg~,t size has been 
found to measure about eight feet from the nose ' 
to the tail; and the tail itself about four feet : the 
general colour is a pale tawny, still paler 0 more 
inclining to whit.e beneath: the head is very large, 
the ears fmmded, the face covered with short or 
close hair, the upper part of the, head, the neck, 
and shoulders coated with long shaggy hair, fonn
ing a pendent mane: on the body the hair is short 
and smooth: · the tail is terminated by a tuft of 
blackish hair. The Lioness, which js smaller 
than the Lion, is destitute of the mane, apd is of 
a whiter cast beneath. The Lion, like the Tiger, 
frequently conceals himself, in order to spring on 
his prey; bounding to the distallce of a great 
many feet, and seizing it with his claws. His 
strength is llrodigious ; it has even been affirmed, 
that a single «roke of his 'paw i sufficient to 
break the back Of a horse; and that he carries off 
with ease a mi -sized ox, or Buffalo. He tioes 
DOt often prey in open sunshine, but commences 
his depredations at the close of day. The roar
iug of the Lion, when in quest of prey, resembles 
the" sound of distant th1mder; and, being re
echoed by the rocks and mountains, appals the 
whole race of animals, and puts them to s~ldden 
flight; but he frequently varies his voice into a 
hideous scream or yell: he is supposed to be de: 
stiture of a fine scent, anc1 to hunt by tbe eye 
alone. The Lion is commonly said to devour as 

. much as will serve him for two or three days; and .. 
when satiated with food, . to remain in a state of 
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retirement in llis den, which he seldom. leaves, 
except for the purpose of prowling about for his 
prey: his teeth are so strong that he breaks the 
bones with perfect ease, and oftp,n swallows them 
together with the flesh: his tongue, as in other 
animals of this genus, is furnished with reversed 
prickles; but they are so large and strong in the 
Lion, as to he capable of lacerating the skin. The 
Lioness is said to bring- forth in the spring, in the 
most sequestered places, and to produce but one 
brood in the year: the young ale four or five in 
number, which the parent nuriies with great assi
duity, and attends in their first excursions for 
prey. 'When brought into Europe, Lions have 
been knOW11 to breed even in a state of confine
ment; instances of which are l:ecordecl by some of 
the older naturalists. In the tower of .London also 
e.·amplcs of a similar nature have occurred. The 
young animals are scarce so large as small pug 
dogs, and are said to continue at the teat ahollt 
the space of a year, and to be five years in· coming 
to maturity. If we may judge from some speci
mens of young Lions in the Leverian Museum, 
which are said to have been whelped in the tower, 
their size seems scarce to exceed that of a balf
grown kitten: indeed, some of the ancient writers 
have affirmed, that the young Lions are hardly 
larger than Weasels. 

« The Lion (says Bufi'on), when taken young, 
and brought up among domestic animals, is easily 
accnstomed to live, and even to s~n: innocently 



, · LION. 

with them. He is gentle and caressIng to hi 
master," and if he sometimes resumes his natural 
ferocity, he seldom turns his rage a.;ainst his be
nefactors. He has also been known to disdain 
the insult') «nd to pardon the offensive liberties of 
the weaker animals. When led into captivity, he 
discovers symptoms ' of uneasiness without anger 
or pl:'evishness; on the contrary, he assumes the 
habits of gentleness, obeys his master, caresses 
the hand that feeds him, and sometimes spares 
the animals that are thrown to him for prey. By 
this act of generosity he seems to consider him 
self as for-eyer bound to protect them ; h.e lives 
peaceably with them, allows them a part of his 
food; and will rather submit to the inconveni
ences of hunger than destroy the fruits of his own 
beneficence. " 

The Count de Bufion, reasoning from the size 
,and constitution of the Lion, and the time re
qnired for his arriving at full growth, concludes 
that he u ought to live about seven times three 
01' four years, .pr nearly to the age of twenty-five." 
He adds, that those which have been kept at 
Paris have lived sixteen or seventeen years. If, 
however, we might depend on the commonly re
ceived accounts of those which have been kept in 
the tower of Loud'on, we might mention the Lion 
known by the name 'Of Pompey, which is said to 
have lived no less than se\'enty years in his state 
of captivity; and another in the same receptacle, 
which is repofced to have lived sixty-tln ~'ear . 
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-It must be acknowledged, however, that, from 
the general constitution of the Lion, one would 
not suppose him to be a ycry long-lived animaL 

Lions have sometimes constituted a part of the 
establisbed pomp of royalty in the ea;;tem world. 
The monarch of Persia, as we are informed by 
Mr. Bell in his travels, had, on days of audience, 
two large Lions chained on each side the pas
sages of the hall of statc; being led there, by pro
per officers, in chains of guld. 

The Romans, struck with the magnificent ap
pearance of these animals, imported them in vast 
numbers from Africa, for their public spectacles. 
Quintus SCGeYo!a, according to Pliny, was the 
first in Rome who exhibited a combat of Lions; 
but Sylla the dictator, during his prretorsllip, ex
hibited a hundred Lions; and, after him, Pompey' 
the Great exhibited no less than six hundred iIi 
the grand circus, viz. three hundred and fifteen 
males, and the rest females; and C:esar the dicta
tor four lumdred. Pliny also tells us, that the 
first person in Rome who caused them to be , 
yoked, so as to draw a carriage, was Mark An
tony, who appeared in the streets of Rome in a 
chariot dfawn by Lions, accompanied by his mis
tress Cytheris, an actress from the theatre. A 
sight, sa)is Pliny, that surpa 'sed in enormity even 
all the calamities of the tiwes ! 

.,.', Leonum simul pluriurn pugnam, Romre prin
ceps dedit Q. Screvola P. filius in curuli lEdili
tate. Centum ~utem jubatorum primus onmium 
1. Sylla, qui poste~ dictator fuit in Prretura. 
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Post eum Pornpeius Magnus in dreo DC. In 115 

jubatorum cccxv. Cresar Dictator cccc. 
,~ Jugo subdidit eos, primusque Romre ad cur

rum junxit M. Antonius, et quidem civili bello 
emil dimicatum esset in Pharsalicis campis, non 
sine uod":un ostentu tempofum, .g nerosos spiri
tus ju um subire illo prodigio sjgnificante; nam 
quod ita vectus est cum mima Cytheride, supra. 
monstra etiam illarum calamitatum fuit." 

In modem times the Lion is said to be often 
hunted with dogs, by the colonists about the Cape 
of Good Hope, and it is added that twelve or fif
teen dogs are sufficient for the purpose. The 
Lion, after' being Toused, runs for some time; then 
stops and shakes his mane, as if in defiance of the 
dogs, who, l'ushing all at once upon him, ':>oon 
destroy him; two or three of the pack, however, 
generally falling victims to the first strokes of his 
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TIGER. 

Felis Tigris. F. cauda tlongata, corpore maC/dis omniJrus virgatil. 
Iin. Syst. Nat. p. 61. . 

C. with elongated tail, and body marked with long transverse 
streilks. . 

Tigris. Ge~n. QufUlr. 936. Aldr. dig. ltll. 
Felit flava, macutis longis nigris variegata. Bliss. Qua.dr.:p. 19$. 
·Tigre. ¥ 9. 1'. 129. pl. 9. 
Tiger. PemttlIIt QfIIldr. 1.p. "77. 

'llu: Tiger, the most beautiful, but most de-
structive of quadrupeds, is a native of the warmer 
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parts of Asia, and is principally found In India. 
and the Indian islands. The species extends, 
however, as far as China, and Chinese Tartary, 
the lake Ural, and the Altaic Mountains. Its 
colour is a deep tawny, or orange-yellow; the 
face, throat, and under side of the belly, being 
nearly white: the whole is traversed by numerous 
long black stripes, forming a bold and striking 
contrast with the ground-colour. About the face 
and breast the stripes are proportionally smaller . 
than on other parts: the tail i annulated with 
black, and is shorter than the body. There seems 
to be some variation in the proportion and num
ber of the stripes in differeht individuals; and the 
ground-colour is more or less bright, according to 
variou~ circumstances of age and health in the 
respective animals. Linnreus caBs the Tiger 
~, pulcherrimus quadrupcdum. " We must not 
judge of the elegance of this animal's' robe from 

. the specimens which are sometimes seen in mu-
seums, or even from such living ones as by long 
confinement, and an alteration of climate, have 
lost the native brilliancy of their colours. When 
seen in perfection, and before its health has been 
impaired by confinement, it is scarce possible to 
conceive a more elegantly variegated animal than 
the Tiger: the bright and intense qrange-yellow 
which constitutes the ground colour; the deep 
and well-defined stripes of black, in some parts 
double, in others single, the pure white of the 
. cheeks and lower part of the sides, over which a 
part of the black .striping i.s continued, form, al-



together, an appearance far superior in beauty to 
the skin of the Zebra, or that of any other regu
larly-marked quadruped, not exceping even the 
l>anther itself. In its general size the Tiger is 
inferior only to tbe Lion. and bas been s en even 
larger, viz of the length of fifteen feet from the 

, nose to the tip -of the taiL The largest aTe those 
of India, and arc termed Royal Tigers; but this 
distinction is supposed' to relate merely to the 
size of the animal; there being only one species 
of Tiger, though there may perhaps be some races 
larger than others. . 

Of so fierce and sanguinary a disposition is the 
Tiger as to surpass in rapacity every other wild 
beast, and is, therefore, considered as the most 
dreadful scourge of the hotter regions of Asia: 
'l11e Lion is commonly supposed to exhibit a cer
ta;n degree of generosity of disposition, and to 
prey in a less malignant and cruel manner. He 
is also, when taken into a state of confinement, 
capable of being tamed, and rendered mild and 
placid to his kcepe s; but the Tiger is not to be 
divested of his natural ferocity of character, and in 
confinement he generally exhibits all tbe symptoms 
of'malignity. His method of seizing his prey is by .~ 
concealing himself from view, .and sljrin~irrg with ' '. 
a horrible roar on his victim, which he carries off,'" 
and tears in pjec~s, after 11aving first sucked out , 
the blood. The voice of the Tiger, in the a.ct 'of 
springing on his prey, is said to be hideous be
yond conception. Even a Buffalo has been tllUS 

seized by a Tiger, and carried off with such seem-
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illg ease a.s to a.ppear scarce an impediment to the 
animal's flight.. It is affinned, that if the Tiger 
happens to miss his aim, he does not pursue his 
prey, but, as if ashamed of his disappointment, 
runs off. In the beginning of the present cen· 
tury (says Mr. Pennant), a company, seated un .. 
der the shade of some trees, near the banks of a. 
river in Bengal, were surprised by the unexpected 
sight of a Tiger preparing for its fatal spring; 
when a lady, with almost unexampled presence 
of mind; furled a large umbrella in the animal's 
face, which instantly retired, and thus gave 
an opportunity of escaping from so terrible a. 
"neighbo¥r. Another party had not the same 
good fortune, but in the height of their entertaiu
ment lost, ip an instant, one of their companions .. 
who was seized and carried off by a Tiger. But 
the fatal accident whic1~ so lately occurred in the 
East In~ies must be still fresh in the memory of 

: all who read the dreadful description gi vcn by an 
eye-witness of the scene. (f We went (says the 
narrator) on shore on San gar island, to shoot 
deer, of which we saw innumerable tracks, as well 
a~ of Tigers; notwithstanding which, we con
tinued our diversion till near three o'clock, when, 
sitting down by the side of a jungle to refresh our
selves, a roar like thundet was heard, and an im
mense Tiger se~ed on our unfortunate friend-, and 
ius ed again into the jungle, dragging him through 

* Mr. Mouro, SOD of Sir Hector ldQJlro~ bart. Thia fatal ~VCtlt 
took p.1ace in the ye&r 11~1. 

V. J. F. 1I. 23 
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the thickest bushes and trees, every thing giving 
way to his monstrous strength; a Tigress accom
panied his progress. The united agonies of horror, 
l'egret, and fear, rushed at once upon us. I fired 
on the Tiger; he seemed agitated: my companion 
:fired also, and, in a few moments after this, our 
unfortunate fi'iend came up to us, bathed in blood. 
Every medical assistance was ,-ain, and he expii-ed 
in the space of twenty-four hours, having received 
such deep wounds from the teeth and claws of the 
animal as rendered his recovery hopeless. A large 
nre, consisting of ten or twelve whole trees, was . 

lazing by us at the time this accident took place; 
and ~n or more of the natives with us. The llU
man mind can scarce fonn any idea of this seene 

. of hOlTor. We had l1ardJy pushed our boat from . 
that accursed shore, when the Tigress made her 
appearance, almost raging mad, and remained on 
the sand all the while we continued in sight. " 

The Tiger is described by Pliny as an animal of 
tremendous swiftness: "animal tremendre velocita
tis." Th'is, however, is said to be not so applicable 
to the pace of the animal in l-unlling, as to the ve
loci ty of his spring when darting on his prey. 
There can be little doubt, however, that the Ti .. . 
ger is in reality an animal of great swiftness, and 
Mr. Pennant adduces the authorities of two faith
ful travellers, viz. Pere Gerbillon and Mr. Bel1. 
in confirmation of Pliny's account. 

The Tiger bas been known to attack even a 
Lion, and both animals have perished in the con~ 
flict. The Tigress, like the. Lioness, produces 
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four or five young at a litter: she is at all times 
furious, but her rage rises to the utmost extre
mity when robbed of her young. She then braves 
every danger, and pursues her plunderers, who 
are often obliged to release one in ;retard 
her motion; she stops, takes it it 
to the nearest cover, but i and 
renews her pursuit, even to of 
buildings, or the edge of the 
hope of recovering them is lost, I e 
agony by hideous howling~, 
wherever they reach. . 

Felis Parous. F. cauda elongata, cat'fJfJf't "'''1111~''~ 
bicumm, . inferioribw virgatis. n.. S1#-

C. with elongated tail, and yellow boiy ~.m~ '~ular 
spots above, and lengthened ones bdeiJ 

Felis ex albo fiavicans, maculis nigria 
ventre longis. Bt·iss. Quadr. p. 194. 

Panthera, Pardus, Pardalis, Leopardus. 
Pan there. Bl!ff. 9. p. 151. pl. II, u. 
Panther. Pennant Quadr. 1. 280. 

NEXT to the Tiger the P 
conspicuous species in 1his. gen-.. 
about six feet and a ha 1£ and SQllIIeti_s near 
seven feet from ~ose to tail, which is itself about 
three feet long. The colour of the Panther is a. 
bright and beautiful tawny-yellow, thickly marked 
all over ' the. upper parts of th~ body, shoulders, 
and thi vith roundish black spots, disposed 


