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RUFOUS-SPOTTED CUCKOW. 
" 

(Cuculus punctatus.) 

·C. cauda cuneiformi; c rpore nigricante 1'1110 punctato; ,uhtus rtifo ' 
, , strigis nigris; ;ectricibus rifo ,fa sciatis . 
Cuckow, with a wedge-shaped tail, a blackish body spotted with 

rufous, beneath rufous with black stril£ ; tail-feathers banded 
with rufous. 

Cuculus punctatus. Lin. Syst. N at. 1. -;70, 8.-Gmel. Syst. N at. 
I. 41 3.-Lath . I nd. Om. }. 210. 8. 

Cuculus indic'us !ll£vius. Briss.4. 134 . ~11. t. 10 .f, 2. 

Coucou brun picquete de rou B1fif, H ist. Nat. ~is, 6. 377 . • 
C oucou tachete des lndes or. Buff. Pt. Bnl. 771. 
R iIfous-spotte'd Cuckow. Latlt. SYli . 2. 517. 8. 

THIS bird is sixteen inches and a half in leng'th : 
beak horn-coloured; from the base of it to the ear, 
passing under the eyes, is a rufous bahd: upper' 
part of the body brown sp,?Ued with rufous, be~ 
neath rufous, marked transversely with blackish­
brown 'Strire; those on the baBy least numerous: 
tail wedge-shaped, ,eight inches and .a quarter long, 
tl:ansversely striped with arched rufous bands on 
each side the shafts; all the ends of the feathers 

• rufous: legs grey-brown: claws blackish. 
. T e ·femltle differs fr~m the male in having the 
rufous spots on the upper part less nU!l1erous, ~nd 
the under parts much paler. 

Inhabits the East Indies and the 'Philippine , 
I slands;.. 

, 
" 

• 
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NOISY CUCKOW. 

(Cuculus clamosus.) 

• 
C. caJruleo-niger;_ rernigibusfuscis; cauda apice alba. 
Cuckow, entirely of a blue-black; with the quills fuscous, and 

tail white at the point_ 
Cuculus clamosus. Lath . Gen. Sup. II. 30.2. 

Cuculus criard. L e Vaill . . Voy. 2.6. 
Noisy Cuckow. Lath. Slip. II. 136. 7. 
Le Coucou criard. L e Vaill . Ois. d'Ois. 5.28.204. mas. 205 . 

fern. 

ACCORDING to Le Vaillant, the not,e of this bird 
is .ext~emely loud, and consists of v!l~'ious very dis­
tinct sounds, which it passes whole hours in re­
peating, by which the sportsman is Jed to the pla<ee 
where it is found, w~ich is generally. in woods: it 
is an inhabitant of the country of Gonaquois, in­
wards from the Cape of Good Hope, and is known 
among the Europeans by the name of Criard, in 
consequence ofits being a very noisy species, and 
heard at a v~ry great dista,nce: it is. entirely of a 
blueish-black colour, with .a blaek be.ak:; chesnut 
eyes; fuscous wing-quills, and y'ellowish feet: fe­
male the same, but brownish beneath • 

.. 
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LAUGHING CUCKOW. 

(CuclliUlj rllbicundus.) 

C.fulvus subtus niger; colla subtus pectoreqtte cinereis; rectrici. 
busfulvo-nigricantibus. , 

Fulvous Cucko~, black beneath i under part .of the neck and 
the breast cinereous; tail-n thers blackish·brown. 

Cuculus rl1bicundus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 414.-Latll. [Tid. 
Orn. 1. 220. 41. 

Cucuius Mexicanus. Bris. 4. 119. 6. 
Laughing Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 53g. 

BEAK blueish-black: head and upper parts are 
fulvous: 'irides white: throat, fore-part of the 

.. neck and breas.t cinereous: belly, sides, thighs, 
and. under tail.cuverts, black: tail of a blackish 
fulvous colour, and half' the .length of the bird, 
which is sixteen inches . 

. Inhabits Mexico; and from its cry being s~me: 
thing similar to that of human laughter, it is much 
dreaded by the Indians, as fO~'eboding SOIlIC mis­
chief or other: 

. , . 

'. 
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. 
BLUE-HEADED CUCKOW. 

(Cuculus cyanocephalus.) 

C. maculatus suprafuscus suotus albus; capite colloque. supra ni-
. gro-cyaneis; gula rvJa. -

_ Cu.ckow, above brown, beneath white spotted) head and neck 
above of a black-blue; throat rufous. 

Cuculus cyanocephalqs. 'Lath. tien. Sup. II. 30. 3. 
-. Blue.headed CucKow. Lath. Sup. II. 137. 8. 

TRI-s bird, which is a native of New Holland, is 
about nine inches in lengtli: beak of a pale hlue 
colour, and ratheJ' bent: upper part of the -head, 
with the eyes, and sides and back of the-neck, dark 
blue inclining to black; the rest of the upper parts 
-pale brown, with white dots on the back, and nar­
ro~ bars of the same across the. wings and tail: 
under- parts entirely white, with narro,y dusky 
lines running in a transverse direction: throat.and 
fore-part of the peck orange: tail long, and near1:}, 
even at t.he end: !egs blueish .. -

"'. . . 



111 

'SONNERAT'S OUCKOW • 
• 

(CucuJus SonDeratii.) 

.C. nigro flscjatus; supra nifo-:fuscus subtus alaus; rectricihus 
nigro maculatis. 

Cuckow, ahove of a reddish-brown; beneath white, with black 
fascire: tail ·.feathers wjth black spots. 

Cuculus Sonneratii. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 215.24. 
Le petit Coucou des Ind~s. Son. Voy. Ind. 2.211. 
SODnerat's Cuckow. Lath. Syn. Sup. 102. 48. ' -

. . 
", THIS bird is about the size of a Blackbird, and 

is thus described by Sonnerat: beak and irides 
yellow: head, hind-part of the neck, back, and 
wings red-brown, barred with black streaks: fore­
par of the neck, breast, and belly white, with 
black bars: tail brown", irregularly spotted with 
black on e~ch side: legs yellow. Is fou~d in 
India. 

. ' 

" . 
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TIPPET CUCKC>W. 

(Cucul~s palliolatus.) 

C. 'corpore 'Vire,cente subtus alho; lateribus colli tcenia' obliqua. 
. . 

mgra. 
Cuckow, with a greenish body; white beneath; sides of the 

neck with an oblique black band. . ' , 
Cuculus palliolatus. Lath. Gen. Sup. II. 30. 5. 
Tippet Cuckow.. Lath. Sup. II. 138. 10. 

·THIS bird, which is rare, is about twelve inche~ 
in length: irides orange: beak brown, and bent 
a'little at the tip: body above dull green ; beneath 
white: crown, and as far as the eyes on each side 
black; which colour reaches forward on the sides 
of the neck, and almost meets in the middle, av .. 
ing the appearance of l) tippet: sides-of the wings 
yellowish: thighs with a few rusty spots: quills 
black: tail very short, the oute r margin o~ the 
feathers with white spots: legs blueish-white, 
dotted with black. ' Inhabits New Holland. 

, 

., 

. . 
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BRASILIAN CRESTED · CUCKOW. 

( C \lCU 1 us Guira.) 

C. albo.jlU1.escens cristatus, capite colio tectricibusque alarumjitsco 
flavesccnteque variis, rectricibusfuscis apice albis. 

Crested Cuckow, of a whitish yellow colour; head, neck, and 
\~ing-coverts varied with brown and yellowish; tail-f~athers 
brown, with \-.;hite tips. 

Cuculus Guira. Gmel. Sgst. Nat. 1. 414:-Latk. Ind. Orn. 1-

:t19·40. 
Cuculus brasiliensis cristatus. Bris.4. 144. 19. 
Le Guil'a cantara. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6.407. 
Brasilian crested Cuckow. Lath. Sgn. 2. 538. 36. 

LEN~TH fourteen inches and upwards: beak 
dirty yellow, an inch III length; the upper man­
dible' rather hooked: irides brown: the feathers 
of the head are brown in the middle and yellowish 
on the sides, whereas those on the ,neck and throat 
are yellowish down the middle nd brown at the 
sides; all the rest of' the body pale yellowish ' 
white: feathers on the crown long, and forming a 
crest: quills and tail brown, the latter with white 
tips: legs bright green. , . . 

This bird, which makes a great nOIse III the 
woods, is an inhabitant of Brasil. 

V. IX. P. I : 8 

, 
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EDOLIO CUCKOW. 

(Cuculus serratus.) 

C: ~~; capite cristato, corpore nigro-nitido (faimina 
.,n,6hu id6a)~ iIIdula .alarum serrc.tiformi alba. 

Cue"ow wah a "edge-sbape~ tail, crested head, shining black 
body, (kmaIe wbite beneath), and a white spot oIl the wings 
notCh8fJ"like a saw. 

Cuculus serraias. Gtlel. Sgst. N,at. I.. 412. mas.-Latle. Ind. 
Orn . 1. iu. 12: mas. 

Cuculus ater. Gmel. S!J(t. NPt. 1.415. " • 
Cuculus melanoleuc!)s. Gmel. Sy8t. Nat~ 1. ,416. frem.-Lath . 

Ind. Om. 1.211.13. freiD. 
Le Coucou Edolio. Le Vaill: Ois, d'Afr. 5. 3~ . . 207. mM.-

208. frem. 
Ja\.:ubin hl1pp~ clA ..c.om!ll/l.ndle, Ruff. liHt .... F~t. Ois. 6. 38p. 

·frem.-Buff. Pl. Enl."'Si2. frem. 
Crested Black CUC~{)w • . Latlt . Syn. 2. 519. n. mas.-Lath. 

Sup. 100. mas. 't " ," 

Coromandel crested CuCkoN.-Latlt. Syn. 2. ~2o-•. 12. frem. 
0_ .. •• 

THE Edolio 0 ckow is in length twelv.e inch-es 
and a half: beak an inch and a ql:lart~t, much 
curved, and black; the feathers of the" he~d- an 
inch long, f~rming a crest: general colour .qf( t.ge 
plumage glQssy black, except the base of the' ~r8~ 

- four or five quills, which are white, forming a " spoi 
on the extedor edge of the wing of the same co,:' 
lour: tail wedge-shaped, the two middle feathers 
seven inches in length, outer 'ones only four inches 
and a half: the feathers 0!l the " thigh long, hang­
ing a great way over the leg~, which are black. 
The female differs in being rather les,', and having ' 
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AFRICAN CUCKOW. 115 
. , 

the under parts entirely white, as also the tip of 
the .tail: with brown "legs. , 

This species received its trivial name from tqe 
shape of the white spot on the wing' being very 
like the t.eeth of a saw at the back part of it, 
which arises from the white being placed obli'quely 
on each feather; a.nd the wings most likely being 
rather open in the original ,specimen, would give 
it that appearance, as it is not 'the case when the 
wings are quite dosed, wl}en it appears as an 
irregular patch on the wing. . 

Is found at the Cap~ of Good, Hope, and on the 
Coroniandel coast. The female has been consi. 
dered distinct by som'e authors, 'but Le Vaillant, 
in his work on the ,African bird~, assures us it is 
not. 

AFRTCAN CUCKo'W. 

(Cuculus Afe!:.) 

, . 
c. atroo 't!il'ens; capite cristato; gula, pectore, 'Ventreque lutescen­

tibus illfi, nigrn-maculata. 
Dark-green Cuckow, ~ith a, cre~ted head; throat, breast, and 

belly' yellowish; the former mottle with black • . 
Cuculus Afer. L each. Zool. Misc. 1. 72.31. 
Le Coucou Edolio var . • Le Vaill. ~is. d' Afr. 5.42.209. 
African Cwckow. Leach. Zool. Misc. 1. 72. 

,THIS bird is supposed by Le Vaillant to be only 
a 'variety of his Edalio Coucou, but upon an ~c· 

. ' . , 
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curate examination it evidentlyt .ppears to be a 
distinct species: it js an inhaDitan~of the southern 
part of AfrIca. . 

GREAT SPOTTED CUCK()W'~ 

(Cuculus glandariU$.) 

C. cauda-cuneiformi; capite ,ubcristpt.o.. alis allJo. .e. ci'nerascente' 
maculatis.fascia oculari·'nigra. '. ' ,-

Cuckow with a wedge-shaped tail, slightly crested head. wings 
spotted wi~h white and cirieteous, and a' b~ck stripe near the 
eye. 

Cuculus glandarius. Lin. S!l3t. Nat. I. 169. 5.-Gmel. Syst . 
Nat. I. 4fl • ...:...lAtl. Inti. Orn. J.·208. 3. . 

Cuculus Al'!daIUlUe. , Bris.4. lZ6 .• 1O.-Ger. Orn. 1. 81', 70. 
Le grand Coucou tachete. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6, 361. 
Great spotted Cdbkow. Lath. SYll. 2. 513. 3. . 

BEA:K .blacK, an inch a;nd a · quarter .·.in length, 
and l\ little bent: head crested; crest composed 

~ of blueish ash-coloured feathers: from the base of 
.the upper mandible arises a bantl of black, which 
passes through the eyes almost to .the hinder part 
of the head, and IS broadest in the middle: sea­
pulars, upper wing, and tail-coveI;.ts dark brown, 
marked with small :white and pale 'cinereous spots: 

, qtnlls bro1Vn ; each of the secondaries marked with 
a pale cinereous spot: tail wedge-shaped, blackish" 
all tipped with whit~ except th.e. two. middle fea­
,then;: Jegs and claws black. 

This species inhabits the south of Europe, and 
the ' noith .:Of .A:frica; size of a M~gpie, about 
fourteen inches in length. . . , 
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,prSAN CUCKOW. 

{Cucull1S pisanus.) •. 

C. -cauda cuneiJormi; capite cnstato, corpore nigro alboque 'Us do 
subtus albo, gula pectore crisso remigibusque nifis. 

Cuckaw with a wedge-shaped tail, crested head, body varied 
with black and white; beneath white; throat, breast, quills, 
and vent-feathers rufous. 

Cuculus pisanus. , Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 416.-Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 
211. 14. ' 

Cuculus ex nigra et alba mixtlls. Ger. Om. 1. 81. 7'1. 
Callcau huppe noir et blanc. Buff, Hist. Nat. Dis. 6. 362. 
Pisan Cuckow. Lath. Syn . 2. 520. 13. 

RA THER larger than the common 'Cuckow: 
, beak greenish brown: head crested, and black: 

upper parts of the body black and white: thio,at, 
breast, and under tail-coverts rufous; the rest of 
the under parts white: quill-feathers rufous, tipped 
with white: tail black with the tip white, much 
wedge-shaped, and the feathers very 'long: legs 
green. 

This is much aUied to C, g1andarius: a pair 
, .. 

were taken near PISa, in. Italy, where they had 
formed a nest, laid f9ur eggs, and hatched them; 
it was not known from whence ,they made their ­
appearance, as they had never been seen' before, " 

. ' 

• 
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MADAGASCAR CRESTED CUCKOW. 

• (Cucuius cristatus.) 

C. cauda rotundata, capite crista/a, c01pore cinereo,vfrescenle 
abdomine rzifo.albo, rectricibus iateraliblls apice albis. 

Cuckow with a rounded tail, crested head, body of a cinereous 
green, abdomen of a reddish white, and the l!!tera,l tail-feathers 
tipped' with white. 

Cuculus cristatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. J 71. J g.-Gmel. Syst. 
Nat. 1. 420.-Latll. Ind. Om. 1. 213. 16. 

Cuculus madagascarensis ~ristatus. Bris .. 4. 149,, 22. t. 12 f. 2. 

CSucou huppe de Madagascat·. B1ffj: Pl. But. 58g. • " 
Coua. Buff. H ist. Nat. Ois . 6. [365 . 4. 16. 
Madagas~r crested Cuckow. Latli. SYll. 2.522. IS. 

Le Coua. Le Vail. Ois. d' Afr. 5'1)l. 217. 

LENGTH fourteen iI)ches: beak more than an 
inch long, black: irides orange: head ano upper 
parts of. the body of a ,beautiful ash-colour, in­
'elining to green: feathers on the head long, form­
ing a crest: throat and fore part of the neck cine­
reous : lower pait of the neck and breast greenish: 
belly and sides whitish, with a rufous tinge: under 
tai~-cov.erts rufous white: th1.ghs white, marked 
with a bq.nd of light ash. colour : quills pale gi'een~ 
with a blue and violet gloss; beneath ci~ereous: 
tail cinereous; the lateral feathers tipped with 
white; the two middle tail-feathers longest: 'legs 
black. . 

Mr . .commerson assures' us the flesh of this bird 
.. is very' good to eat, that it is fi·equent.in the wo~ds 

about F?rt Dauphin, and that .it carries its tail 
• 

I. 



COI.LARED CUCKOW. 119 

spread: . it is likewise found, in Madagascar, Se. 
negal, and Caffraria,. wllere it is called Coua, no 
doubt from its uttering the words colza.colla.colza 
repeatedly, w~ic~l it is said to do by Le Vaillant. 

COLLARED CUC ow. 

(Cuculus coromandus.) 

C. cauda cuneiformi, capite cristato. corpore nigro, suhtu$ tor-. 
'lueque callari alho • 

. Cuckow with a wedge-shaped tail, crested head, black body, 
and a white collar round the neck. 

Cucultis coromandus. Lin. S;yst. Nat , 1. 171. 20.-Gmel. S;yst,. 
Nat. ]. 421. Lath. Ind. Om. 1. 216. 30. 

Coucou hupl'e a collier. Buff. H ist. Nat. Ois: 6. sss. 
Coucou huppe de Coromandel. Buff. Pl. Enl. 274. 2 . . 
Coilared CUCk01~. Lath. "S;yn. 2. 529. 26. . 
/3. gula, jugula remigibusque flscis. 
With the throat, jugulum, and wing-quills fusqous. 
Le Coucou ~ collier blanc. I.e Vail. Ois. d'Afr. 5. 213. 

'. BEAK not. quite. an. inch in length, rather bent, 
and of an ash-colour: irides yellowish: head 
<cr~sted, and blackish, as is the upper part of the 
hod,: there is a. small, round, grey spot on each 
side of the hea~ behind the eye: the upper part 
of th:e neck is surrounded with a white. collar, a 
quarter of an .inch' broad: throat and thighs are 
blackish : the fore part of the neck, breast, belly, 
arid' under tail.coverts white: scapulars and wing • . 
coverts blackish in the middle, with rufous mar· 
gins; but the gr,eater wing.cover"ts farthest [i'om 
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the body ·rufol! ; primary quills the same; " se­
<;ondariessimilar to the wi~g-co",e.rts : tail blackish, 
and wedge-shaped. ' legs ash-colour. 

Found ih Senegal, Caffraria, and on the coast of 
Coromandel, and is abput twelve iR~hes and a half 
in leQgth. . 

RED-CRESTED CUCKOW. 

(Cuculus brasilicnsiE',) 

• 
C. cauda subcequali, capite cristato, corpore rubro, remigibul 

jl:avescentibus . 
Cuckow with a red body, and red crest on the head, with, yel­

lowish quills, and the tail nearly even at the end. 
COculus brasiliensis. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 171..18.-GmeZ: Syst. 

Nat. 1. 419.-Lath, ind •. Orn. 1. 222. 48. _ 
Cuculus cristatus ruber. I;lris. 4. 154.25. 

Le CDuroucoucou. Bt!ff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 6. 298. 
R.ed-cheeked Cu.ckow. /.,atll. Syn. 2. 545. 15. 

THIS bird is rather less than a Thrush, being . 
scarcely' ten inches in length:. beak light red, half­
an inch long, and a little bent: head of a pale re~ 
ornamented with a crest of a- darker red, varie-. . 
gated with blick: upper parts deep red; lower 

. parts pale red; with a yellowish tinge on the belly: 
upper wipg-cov.erts pale red, mixed with yellow .: 
quills and tail yellow, with a black shade. . . . . 

• 

". 
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HORN~D . CUCKOW. ­

(c..:ucull1s . comut~,) 

1~1 

,- . 
C. cauda cuntiformi,· capite crista biftda, coryorefoliginoso, cauda 

apice alha. 
C . ow with a wedg.e-shaped tail, which is white at the tip ; 

head with a bifid crest; body sooty. 
Cuculus comutus. Lyn. Syst. Nat.. 1. 171. 127.-Gmel •• Syst. 

Nat.!. 422. Latlt. Syst. Nat. 1. 216.31. 
Cuculus brasiliensie cornutus. Bris. 4. 145. 20. 
Atinga guacu mucu. Buff. Rist. l.vat . 6. 409. 
Horned Cueko~. Lath . Syn. 2.530 •. 27. 

IN length twelve indles: beak greenish yellow, 
anda little bent at the end: irides crimson: head> 
and all the upp'er parts of a sooty cdlour; with a . 
double crest on th~ .hea:d resembling horns, which ' 
cali be elevated at pleasure; lower parts cine­
reous; quills and tail soot-colour; the last darkest, 
tipped with white, and nine inches in length; 
twq middle feathers longest; the outer ones very 
short: legs and claws ash-colour, covered in front 
with featheps very low down: IS an inhabitant of 
Brasil. 

" 
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LONG-BILLED RAIN CUCK0W:. 

(~uculus Vetula.) 

C. cauda cuneiformi corpore &UlfUSCO subtus testaceo, cilii; 
rubru. 

Cuckow with a wedge-shaped tail, and SUbfUBCOUS body, be 
testaceous, cilire red. . 

CucuJus Vetula. Lin. Sysl. Nat.!. 169. 4.-'-:'Gmel. S!Jst. Nat. 
1. 41O.-Lath. Ind. am. 1. 21B. 36. 

Cl.lculus jamaicensis longiroste~. Bris. 4. 116. 5. t . 17.f. 2. 
Le ·Coucou a long bec, TacGo. Buff. Hist. N{lt. Ois. 6. 402 ........ 

Buff. Pl. Enl. 772. . 
Long-billed rain Cuckow. Lath. Syn. 2. 535. 32. 

RATHER larger. than a Blackbird: beak above 
an inch and a. half in length; the upper mandible 
black; the lower whitis~: crown of the head 
brown; the feathers of it soft and silky: l}-pper 
parts of the body and the quills cinereous olive :. 
throat and fore part of the neck whitish; the rest 
of. the under parts ·-rufous; tail very much wedge­
shaped; the two middle feathers cinereous olive~ 

. the others: dusky black, with white ti~; the outer 
feathers very short: legs blue-black. . 

This species inhabits Jamaica, where it is fre­
quent all the year round in . woods and hed.ges .. 
It feeds on see~s, small worms, and caterpillars, 
and is ·very tame. Thjs bird has the Ilame Tacco,. 
from its cry, which· is like that word; the first 
syllable of this is pronounced . hardly, the otlier ' 
following in a full octave lower than the first. It 
has 'also another cry like qua, qua, qua, ·but ~hat 

.. 
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only when alarmed by an enemy. Besides in~ects, 
it W!lI -also eat

l 
liz~rds, small s~akes, frogs, young 

rats, and somctime~ ~ven small birds. The snakes 
they swallow head' fore~ost, etting the tail hang 
out of" the mouth till the fore parts are digested. 
This bird, 'pi:obably, might be easily tarried, as' 
it is ,so gentle as to s~ffer the negro children to 
catch it with their hands. Its gait is that of leap­
ing like a magpie, being frequently seen' on the 
ground; and its flight hut short, chiefly from bush 
to bush. At the time when othei' birds breed 
they likewise retire into the woods, but their 'nests 
have never yet been found; from which we should 
be inclined to think that they were indebted to 
them for the rearing of their young, in the man­
ner of the common Cuckow. It 'has the name 
of Rain-~ird, 'as it is .said to make the greatest noise 
before rain. 

The stomach of this bird, according to Sloane, 
is of a very large size in proportion to the body, 
which is frequently to be observed in the common 
Cuckow. 

, . 
Mr. Abbot says that tliis bird sits on its own 

• eggs, and that the nelrts are not uncommon in 
Ge~rg~a, he having procured two or thre,e of them; 
one discovered by himself was built in the fork of 
a small oak, made of sticks ,lined with moss, and 
over that dead hiccory blossems: the eggs were 
five.in· number, rough, and of a blue colour, but 
n'ot very dark, and found complete about the latter 
end of April. ' . 

• 
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. ' 
RAIN CUCKQW . 

(Cuculus pluvialis.) 

. . 

• 

., . 
C. cauda cuneiformi~ co-rpor'e cinereo-olivaceo s~btus rufo, coll" 

'iriferiore alba, rectricibus lateralibus nigris, e.xtimis latere in,te-
riore pmmbu3 apice albis. . . . 

~uckow with a cinereous-olive body. rufous beneath; inferior 
part of the neck white; . tail wedge-shaped; lateral feathers 
black with white 'tip~, and the exterior one white at ,the 
sides. . 

Cuculus pJuvialis . Gmel. Syst: Nat. 1. 4 1 {.-Lath. Ind. 01'12. J. 

218. 37. ~ 

Cuculus jamaicensis. B ris. 4. 114. 4. . 
Le COUCDU dit Vieillarq. Buff, Hist, Nat, Ois. 6: 3g8. 
Rain Cuckow. Lath: SYl1 . 2:.530. '33. 

. THIS bird is' rather less than a Bl~ckbird: length 
from fifteen to seventeen inches. Beak an inch 
long: the upper mandible black, the under 
whitish: top of the head covered with soft downy 
feathers of a dark-brown colour: the rest of the 
upper part of the' body, ·the wings, and two middle 
tail-feathers cinereo\ls Oli.ve :- throat and fore part : 
of the .neck white, appearibg like a downy be~d : 
the breast and the rest of, the under parts ,of die 
body rufous: all but the two middle tail:feathers 
black; tipped with white, ana the outermost one 
margined with white: legs of a blueish black. 
, This species likewise inhabits Jama.ica, arid i~ 

A known'by the, name of Old Man, or Rain-hird; .as 
well as the last: tne former name it most li~ely has 
from the cQlour of its chiIl'. . ' 

• 
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MANGROVE CiJCKOW. 

(Cuculus Seniculus.) 

C. cauda cuneiformi, breviore, corpor~ cinereo subtll$ ruj'escente, 
g ula alba. . . 

Cuckow with a short wedge-shaped tail,cinereousbody,rufcicent 
beneath, throat white. • 

Cuculus minor. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1.111. 
Cuculus Seniculus. Latlt. I nd. Orn. 1. 219. 38. 
Petit Vieillard. Bu:ff. Hist . Nat . ~is. 6; 401. 
Coucou des Paletuviers: Buff. Pl. Enl. 813. 
Mangrove Cuckow. Lath. SYll. 2 . 537. 

THIS bird is about twelve inches jn length: beak 
and upper parts of the body an~ tail similar to C. 
pluvialis: irides yellow: chin white: rest beneath 
pale rufous: legs longer than in the last. 

Tllis is so much like th~ female of C. pluvia~is 
in colour, &c. that one description woul~ be almost 
sufficient; however this is much smaller, and has a 
shorteriail in proportion: it inhabits Cayenne, and 
lives on insects; is particularly fond of the large 
caterpillars that feed on the mangrove, on which 
account it frequents those places where there are a 
great.number of those frees . 

. , 

, . 
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-SHINIkG CUCKOW. 

(Cucirlus }uc1du8.) 
J!' •• 

, C: .I..-~iliuli . tl~~a su.bct!guali, c01Jf1re supra viridi-aureo, subtus 
. alhittihtB vmd, aur 9fttscoque undulato. . • 

SlUning qric¥0w, ' with the tail nearly equal; body ~bove of a 
greenish brass, benea whitish, with green goidi and fuscous 
undulations. . ' . 

Cuculus fucidus. Gm·~l. §t!st. Nat. L 42~_ .... L~tlt . Ind. Orn. 1. 

215.28. '. '; . ~ 

Shining Cuckow. Lath. SY'I. 2. '628. 24. ~3. 

LENGTH the same as C. a.uratus: beak blueish: 
irides· hazel: llPP\:lf Jfart o'f the b.ody -green, with a 
fine, rich~ gilded . glo~s ~ . the under parts white, 
transver.sely u dulated 'with green gold:· under 
tail-coverts nearly 'Vhite-: ' quills an0 tail dusky 
br~wa· the latter very short, scarcely exceeding 
the wings: l~gs blueish. . 

This speci~s has a great affinity to C. auratus, 
but -it 'has ' not the 'white stripes -on the head, or 
blotches n the bony peculi(l,r to that bird: it IS a 
native of N~w Zealad, wh~Te it is called Poopo-

. arowro. 
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GILDED CUCKOW. 

(Cuculus aura.tus.) 

, . 
C. cauda cuneiformi, corpore' slIpra viridi-aureo SlIbtUS alba, ca-

pite st1'iis quinque alMs, rectricibus iuoblls extimis latere ex(e­
riori omnihus apice albis .. 

Guckow with the body above of a green gold, beneath white; 
head with five whit.e strire; tail wedge-shaped, the two exte­
rior feathers with white spots on the outward edge, and all 
with white tips. 

Cuculus auratus . . Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 4-21.-Latll. Ind. Or.n; 
1. 215. 27 . 

COUCOIl vert dore et blanc. Buff. Hist. Nat. ~is. 6. 385. 
Coucou vert du Cap de Bonne Esperance. Buff. Pl. Enl. 

657. 
Gilded Cuckow: Lath. Syn. 2.527. 23. 
Le Coucou didric. Le Vaill. ~is. d'Afr. 5. 46.210. mas; 211 : 

fern. 

THIS' most beautiful bird is about seven inches 
in length: beak eight lines long, and of a greenish 

. b;'own colour: the upper parts are -of a rich. gilded, 
glossy g.reen; on the head are five stripes of' 
white; two above t.he eyes, like eyebrows, passing 
behind; , two more, shorter and narrower, beneath 
the eyes; 'and one on the middle of the forehead: 
nearly all the wing-coverts and' the second quills . 
have white tips; as likewise the tail-feathers and 
the two greater tail-coverts: the exterior quill and 
two exteiior tail-feathers' with small spots of white 
on the outer edge: throat and .under parts white: 
the sides and feathers which .fall over the knees 

", 
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128 KLAAS CUCKOW. 

marked . with a few greenish bars: legs grey, c<?­
vered with white feathers as far as the middle of 
the shins: tail wedge-shaped, above three inches 
long, and in i!s natural state spread out Jike a 
fan; 'it is nearly an inch and a half longer than 
the wings, ,which in this species seem longer 
in proportion tha~ most of the birds of the 
genus . 

This bird was found near Koks Kraal, inwards 
from the Cape of Good Hope, by Le Vaillant, 
who remarks that it is undoubtedly the finest , ~ 

bird of. the genus; it was named by ilim Le 
Didric, from its continually uttering the sylla­
bles di-di-didric very distinctly, in various modu­
lations, when perched on the extremities o~ large 
trees. 

KLAAS CUCKOW. 

(Cuculus Klaas.) 

C. 'Viridis; remigibusfuscis; gula,jugulo, pectore, ventre,femo-
1ibus cattdaque subtus aibis. 

Green Cuckow, with the quills fuscous; throat, jugulum .... breast, 
belly, thighs, and tail beneath white. 

Le COUCOU ,de Kla!ls. Le Vail. Ois. d' .Af1iq. 5. 53. pl. 212. 

mas. 

THIS species is described by Le Vaillant, who 
- has with great propriety separated it from the 

gilded Cuckow: the wings ar~ longer, and the 

. '. 
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CUPREOUS CUCKmV. 

c;olours (as may be discovered by comparing the 
characters,) are different. The four middle 
quills of the tail are brilliant green, the ' outer 

. ones white. Be~k aI)-d legs bla!!k brown, the eye 
yellow. • 

It is ·of the same size as the gildd Cuckow, 
and is f~und in ' Senega], and fi'om Caffi'aria to 
t?e Cape of Good Hope, but it is mnch more 
rare. 

• 

• ·CUPREOUS CUCKOW. 

(Cuculus cupreus.) 

C. aureo~cup"eus, abdornineftllloribusqueftavis . 
. Golden copper Cuckow, with the abdomen and thighs yellow. 
Cuculus cup reus. Lath. Gell. Sup. II. 29. 1. 

Cupreous Cuckow. Lath. Gen. Sup. II. 134.2. 

THE Cupreous Cuckow is about the size of a 
Lark, and is most elegant in its fonn: the beak 
is black: the head, neck, and upper parts of the 
body are of a brilliant copper colour, with a gold 
gloss: the feathers have much the appearance 
of scales, being greatly rounded: the belly and 
th~ghs are . of a fine yellow: the tail is rather 
wedge-shaped, with one or two of the exterior 
feathers marked with a triangular white spot at 
tbe tip: legs black. 

There is a- magnifice.nt specimen of this bird in 
the museum of Mr. Bullock, which differs a little 
from the above description, as the abdomen an4-
- v. ix. P. 1.' 9 

• 
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th~ghs in tead of beirig yellow are of·a dirty white, 
which may be the 'effect of accident, or the distin­
guishing chai-acter ' of the other sex. - It is sup­
posed to be an -inhabitant o,f Africa, and i vei-y 
greatly allied to C. auratus, but the tail js rather 
longel\ in proportion. 

• 

• 

.. 
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< INDICATOR. ' HONE¥.GUIDR 

Generic Character. 

Rostrum robustum, conicum, 
basi dilatatum, versus api­
cem angustum, malldibula 

. ,superiore arcuato carinata, 
. ~ inferiol:e a~ice recurvato. 

Nares plumis subte.ctre. 

Beak strong, conic, dilated at 
the base, narrow toward 
the tip; the upper mandi­
ble bent and carinated, the 
lower one recurved at the 
tip. 

NOSt1 ils slightly covered with 
featll ers. 

Pedes simplices, digitis duobus Feet simple, with two toes 
anticis, dllobus posticis; di- • before and two behind; the 
gito postico externe IOIl- . external hin~er toe Jonges t, 
giore, ungue breve Ill- armed with a short claw. 
s.tructo. 

T HE ~oney,.guidef\ form a very peculiar genus, 
having a so1id~ conic, and al'chert. beak, with a 
ridge on the upper mandible, the point. of the un~er 
mandible being inserted into a groove in that of 
the ppper one~ the nostrils are placed high, each 
in a deep impression, and covered partially with 
feathers, 'wh~ch incline rather to the sides of'the 
beak than to the middle: head small: eyes rather 
open: tongue fiat, triangular and short: body 
long ' and straight; toes strong and short: wings 
long, and ,reaching to t4e middle of the tail, which 
.consists of twelve feathers, having the middle ones 
shorter 'than those on each. side, and the three 
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outer DyeS gradually short,er than e~ch other, the 
most exterior one being shortest: the feathers are 
short, hard, and pressed ' close to the body: the 
skin is thick, and t11e fibres so close that it is diffi­
cult to pierce it even ' with a pin, an admirable 
provi~ion of miture ,to ,guard .these bird against 
the stings of the ~ees, as it forms an almost im-
penetrable coat of mail. -, . 

Span-man first described the Honey-gu,icle, which 
be placed in the genus Cuculus, to which it is only' 
related in having the toes placed two and two; 
but it is to him we are rndebted for the , following 
history of its economy, which is to be found in the 
Philosophical Tr~msacti!>ns, vol. 67, p. '38. " This 
curious species ofCuckow," says Dr. Srarrman," is 
found at a consid'erablc distance from the Cape of 
Good Hope, i n the interior parts' of' Africa, being 
entirely unkn'own at that settlement. The first 
plac~ I heard 'of jt was in a wood called the Groot­
Vaader's Bosch, the'Grand.father's, Wood~ situated 
,in a desert Rear the river which the Hottentots 

, call T' kaut' kai. Th~. Dutch settlers tbereabouts 
have given this bird the na.me of' Honiguyzer, <;If 
Honey-guide, from its quality of discovering .wild 
honey to travellers. Its colour has nothing strik­
ing or beautiful: its size is smaller than that of 
our Cuckow in Europe; but in retnrn the instinct ' 
which prompts it .to seek its food in a singular­
manner is truly admirable. Not only the Dutch 
a~d Hottentots, but likewise a species of qua-: 
druped named Ratel (pro~ably a new species of 
}ladge~), are frequently 'conducted to wild bee-
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• hives by this bird, which, as it were, pilots them 
to the very spot. The honey being its favourite 
food, its own interest prompts it' to be inRtru­
mental in robbing the ~i\'e, as some scraps are 
commonly left for its support. The morl)ing and 
eve,ning are its times of feeding, and it i then 
peard calling in a shrill ~tone, cherr, cherr, which 
the hpney-hunters care(ully attend to as the sum. 
mons to the, chase. 'From time to time . they an­
sw.er with a soft whistle, which the bird hearing 
always cORtinues its note, As soon all they are 
in sight of each other, the bird gradually flutter 
towards t.he p]ac~ where the hive is situated, con­
finuaUy repeating its fonner call of c/terr, c1ierr; 
nay, if it should happen to have gained a consi. 
derable way before the men (who may easily 'be. 
hindered in the pursuit by bushes, rivers, or. the 
like), it returns to them again, ana redouble its 
note, as if to reproach them with their inactivity. 
At last the bird is observed to hover for a few 
moments over a certain pot; and thp,n silently 
retiring to , a neighbouring bush or resfjng-plac~, 
the hunters are sure of finding the bees' nest in 
that identical spot; whether it be in a tree or in 
the crevice of a rock, or (as is most commonly the 
case), in the earth. Whilst the hunters al:e busy 
in taking' the honey, the bird is seen looking orr 
attentively to what is going forward, and waiting 
for its ~hare of the sp' il. The bee-hunters never 
fail to leave a sm~Il portion for their conductor; 
but commonly take care not to leave so much 
as would satisfy his hunger. The .bird's appetite 

'. 
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being whetted by this parsimony, he is obliged ' 
to commit a seco!ld tteason, by discovering" an-

o pther 'bees' nest, in hopes of a better salary. It 
is further observed that the ' nearer the bird ap­
proaches the hidden hive the more freqll~ntl, ' it 
repeats its call, and 'seems the more impat!en~, 
-1 have had frequent opportunities of seeing this ' 
bird, and have been witness to, the destruct jon of 
several republics of bees by means of i.ts treachery. 
I had, however, but two opportunities of sho.ot­
ing it, which I did to the great indignation of my 
Hottentots," . 

A nest that' was shewn to Dr.:Sparrman, as be­
longing.to this bird, was composed of slen,der fila­
ments of bark woven together in the for~ of a 
bottle; the neck and opening hung downwards, 
and a string 'in a'n arched shape was suspended 
across- the opel,l'ihg fastened by the two t!llds, per­
haps for the birds to perch on: it is said to be 
constructed in the hollow of trees, which the bird 
climbs like a Woodpecker; it hatches its own 
eggs, in which it differs from the Cuckows. 

Though Dr. Sparrman asserts that he was fre­
quently eyewitness of the above circumstance re­
lating to the economy of these birds, yet ·he is -q,is­
credite. by Le Vaillant, who even doubts if Sparr­
man ever saw the bird; he says the account is 
n~erely a repetition of a fable that is known and be­
lieved QY the credulous people of the Cape, as in his 
travels he never observed any part of Sparrman's 

. statement to be correCt: in another place he says it 
is 'certain that the note of the Honey-guide when in 
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search of its prey indicates to man it' bject, and 
thu induces him to follow it; but that it is fal e 
that the biFd seeks to draw man after it fQl' the' 
purpose of sharing the plunder of the honey with 
hill}: the fact is, the bird calls not the man, but 
the man knows that by attending to the cry and fol· 
lowing the 1?ird he will be sure to find the tores 
of the bees. Bruce pretends to have seen one of 
these birds in Abyssinia, and he has given to it all 
the forms of a Cuckow; but Le Vaillant no more 
believes that the Indicator was seen there, than 
the Giraffe, to which Bruce has given the horns of 
the Antelope! however, Bruce him elf does not 
admit the truth 'of Sparrman's accqunt, for in his 
travels he says, "I cannot conceive it po sible 
that in a cQuntry where there are so many thou~ 
sand hives, there was any use for giving to a bird 
a peculiar .instinct or faculty of discovering lloney, 
when, at the same time, nature hath deprived bim 
of the power of availing himself of any advan­
tage from the discovery; for man seems in this 
case to be made for the service of the Moroc, 
wh'icll is very different to the common course of 
tlimgs: man certainry needs not this bird; for on 
every tree, and on every hillock he may see plenty 
of honey at his own deli~erate disposal. I can· 
not then but think, with all submission to tho e 
natural philosophers (Dr. Sparrrrtan and Jerome 
Lobo, who have also given an account of this bird,) , 
that the whole of thi is an improbable fiction; 
nor did I ever hear a single person in Abyssinia 
suggest, that either this or any other bird had such 
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a property. Sparrman say~ it was not k~own to 
any inhabitant of the Cape, any more than that of 

-the-Maroc was in Aoyssi~i~; it was a- secret of 
·nature hid from all but these two great men, and 
, I most willingly leave it among the catalogue. of 

their particular discoveries." 
However Mr. Barrow (who jn the years 1797 

and 1798 travelled into the interior' of the southern 
extremity of Africa), fully confirms the ,tt:uth of 
Dr. Sparrman's account. "E\'ery one in that 
country/' says Barrow, " is too well acquainted 
with the Moroc to have any doubts as to the cer­
tainty either respecting the bird or its information 
of the repositories of the bees."", 

Lobo, whom we have mentioned above, in his 
Voyage to Abyssinia speaks of a bird called Mo­
r'oc, which has the instinct of discovering wild­
honey: but from his account it is that collecterl 
by the ground bees; as he says that they keep 
their holes in the ground extremely clean; and, 
that though common in the highways, they are 
very seldom found except by the Moroc's assist­
ance. 

These birds are very tame, and not ,much afraId 
of'man: their flight is heavy. They feed only 'OD 
honey and wax, but do not eat the bees, who en­
deavour to sting them in the eye (almust the only 
part the insect ' can penetrate), ,and frequently 

• make them suffer very much for their boldness in 
attacking the hive; and i~ often the .cause of their 
death, as the Hottentpts say numbers of their 
carcases are found Daar ,the resorts of the bees. 
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Le Vaillant, in his travel , says the Hottentot 
are very partial" to this bird, on account of the­
service ,it renders ' them; and that once when he 
was a~out to ,shoot 'one they implored him to spare 
its .life, in consideration 'of it~ utility. . 

The following is the description of the bird 
alluded to by Le Vaillant as Bruce's * Indicator, 
which the latter says is about seven inches' In 
length: bill pointed and rather bent, with a num­
ber of very small hairs at the base: irides dusky 
red.: head and neck plain brown: inside of the 
mouth and throat yellow; tongue pointed, and ca­
pable of being dr}lwn half out of the mouth: eye­
brows black: fore part of the neck light yellow, 
which colour reaches nearly to the shoulders, and 
is darkest un , the sides: breast and belly dirty 
white: the wing-feathers mostly tipped with white: 
tail consisting of twelve feathers of equal length, . 
und tipped with white: legs black, covered with 

. feathers half way down: feet with only three toes, 
placed two before and one behind. It feeds on 

, bees, and when catching them makes a kind of 
snapping noise, at other times it is silent: this 
bird kills more than it ~ts, as -numbers are found 
scattered on the ground where it has been feeding; 
and is found in those patts of Abyssinia where 
honey is produced as a revenue, as Agou and 
Goutto. ' 

, This bird is described by Dt;. Latham i!1 the 
second sUPlltement to .his work, pages xxxi. 8. and 
139. U . ,under the name of Cuculus Abyssinicus. 

* Bee, Cuckow. lI4oroc. Bruce's Trav. App. 178. 



IS8 'S'PARRl\'lAN'S HONEY· GUIDE. 

There is great probability.of one of these birds 
proving the Gnat Snapper of Kolben; of which 
he says the note is not so fine as that of a . Tit· 
mouse, and that it is a guide to the Hottentots, by 
directing them to the honey which the bees lay 
up' in the clefts of the rock. 

SPARRMAN'S HONEY-GUIDE. 

( Indicator Sparrmanii.) 

l. .coryoreferrugineo-griseo subtus albido; humeris rnaculaflava, 
;ectricibus tribus exterioribus basi macula nigra. 

Honey.guide with a ferruginous greJ body, beneath white; a 
yello'w spot on the shoulders; and the three exterior tail­
fe'athers with a black spot at the base. 

Cuculus indicator. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 418.- Lath . Ind. Orn . 
1. 218. 35. 

Le Coucou indicateur: Buff. Hist. Nat. Dis. 6. 3~. 

Honey-guide, Phil. Trans. 67.38. ' J . 

Honey Cuckow, Lath. Gen . Syn. 2. 533.-Latll. Sup. 101. 

THIS species, which is the one figured and de­
scribed by Sparrman, is.in length seven inches: 
beak half an inch; yellowish a the tip ; thickened, 
and brown towards tqe base, which is armed with 
a .few bristles, and in the male encircled with 
black: iride's ferruginous grey: eyelids naked 
black: top of t4e head grey; the feathers broad 

. and short: chin, throat, and breast dirty white, 
with a green tinge on the latter: back and rump 
ferruginous grey: belly and .vent white: thighs 
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white, with a longitudinal streak of black on eac 
feather: uppeI wing-coverts grey brown, 
them tipped with yellow, forming a spot of that 
colour on the shoulders, which is gen rall,. cov red 

. by the scapulars: quills brown ab ; ·grey brown 
beneath: bastard wing grey broWB". tail omposed 
of twelve feathers, the midc:Ue ouet ery narrow 
and short; rusty brown both above and below'; 
the two next, on each side, white, with brown tips, 
and a black spot on the inner webs at the base; 
the outer bne shorter than the rest; and similar to 
the last, except thnt tho bh.ck spot.is not quite so 
conspicuo\.ls. Is said by Sparrman to inhabit 
interior of the country from the Cape of ood 
Hope, where it is v.ery common: 

• 
GREAT aONEY-GUIDE. 

(IudiclI-to).' D\liier.) 

I. aljuacea-viridis. subiusjlavescens, urop!/gio tecfriQi6il.sque albi&. 
Olive-green Honey-guide; beneath yellow, with the rump and 

tail-coverts white. 
Le Grand Indicateur. 1£ Vaitt. Ois. d'4fr.5. 1. mas. 2. female. 

LENGTH about ten inches: the upper part of 
the head, hinder .Hart of the neck, ·wing-coverts, 

.and back are. browUish olive.,green, yellowish in a 
certain light: rump w ite; 'tIpper tail-coverts ~hite 
varied with olive: wing-ql1ilis dirty olive-b wn, 
externally olive-grf)~n: the three outer tail-feathers . 

• 

-. 
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on each' side are white with a rown spot at the 
tip; the re'mainder of the tail-feathBrs olive-brown, 
with their outer webs white: fore-part uf the neck 
and the breast pale yellow; the middle of th~ neck 

' varied with black spots, which ascend to the throat; " 
all the rest of the under part of the body yellow: 
beak, l~gs, nails. and eyes brown. Female rather 
less than the male; the olive-green colour more 
yellow than in the male: the forehead spotted 
with yellowish-white: the throat, front of the neck, 
breast and flanks varied with brownish-black and 
yellowish-white: .in other respects she is Hke the 
male; which, when young, is similar in. colollr. 

This species inhabits Auteniquoi and Caffraria : 
the female lays four dirty-white eggs, which the 
male occasionally sits on, to relieve the female, 
during the tedious process of incubation. 

- , 

LITTLE HONEY-GUIDE. 

(Indicator min~r.) , 

I. griseo-ouvaceus; "enlig(bus peifuscis viridi-:flavo marginatis; 
ventre cauda que albidis hac pen/lis intermediis lIigris ; rwtro, 
oculis pedibusque brunneis. . 

Olive-grey Honey-guide; with the quills hrvwnish, margirred 
with yellow; belly and tail whitish, tht! latter with the middJe 

. feathers black ; beak, eyes, and feet brown. 
Le petit Indicateur. Le Vail. Dis. d'Afriq. 5. 137. p. 242. 

THIS species was first observed by Le Vaillant 
.in the vicinity of the Cape of Gbod Hope, having 

, . 
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been poJnted out to h\m by the colonists, to whom 
it was well known. - . 

The female has the back and wing-coverts brown­
ish; apd lAys four plain white eggs. 

This bird has a very rel)Jarkable note, which Le 
Vaillant has endeavoured to imitate as follows, kat­
kat-lcat-lcat-kat-kat-kay, leat, !ray, kay, kat . 

. \ 
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. YUNX. WRY'NECK. 

• 

Generic Chqn7cter, 

Rostrum teretiusculum, paulo 
incurvatum, debile. 

Nm'es concav~.' denudat<e .. 
Lingua teres,lllmbriciformis, 

longissima, apice mucro­
nata. 

Pedes simplices; digitis du-
' obus anticis, duobus posti-

CIS. 

Beak roundish, slightly in­
curved, and weak. 

Nos,:l'i /s naked and concave. 
Tougue very long, worm-like, 

slender, and armed at the 
point. 

Feet simple, with two toes 
before, and two behind. 

T HIS genus, which consists-of only a single spe­
cies, has, by most authors, been held distinct: it 
seems to be the link between the Woodpeckers 
and the Cuckows; as it has the tongue and feet of 
the former, but it' cannot be placed there on ac­
count of the weakness of its beak; while it is re­
moved from the latter (where it was originally 
placed by Linneus,) by its -long tongue, although 
it has a: great affinity in other respects. There are 
ten feathers in the tail. 
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,\\RYNECK. 

(Yunx Torquilla.) 

Y. grisea fuseo 71igrieanteque '(Jaria; abdomine rrifeseente-a16o rna­
eutis nigrica7tti6u.s; rectriciiJus mae~is siriil./ascii que 71igrn 

. undulatis. 
Grey Wryneck, varied with black and fusc;ousj abdomen of 11 

rufescent white, with hlack; h spots; tail.feathers spotted and 
barred with undulated bluck strioo. 

Yunx TGrqu'iIla. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 172.-Faun. Suce. 97. 1. 

97·-Gmel. S!/sf. Nat. 1. 423.-Ger. Oro. l. 112. ls6.- Bril. 
4. 4. t . l.f. l. ....... ltatt. '!Iri. -H. .-WOU, 9-' . 2'J..-Lnth. Ind. 
Om. 1. 223. 1. 

Le Torco!' Buff. Hist. Nat. Oi,. 7. 84. 3.-8tfff, Pl. Enl. 698. 
Wryneck. B rit. Zoot. I. 83.-Arct. Zool. 2. 267. B.-Lewill. 

Br. Birds. 2. 43.-ld. 8. 2. (fJ'/Jum. )-Lath. SYII. 2. 548.24. 
-Latlt. Sup. 103.-Doll. Brit. Birds. 4. 83 .-Montague. Brit. 
B irds. 2.-Bewiclr. Brit . Birds.-l. 111. 

THE length of this beautiful bird is about 8 ven 
jnches; the beak is thre~ qU~l't rs of an inch long, 
nearly straight, arid sharp pointed; tongue cylin­
dric, two inches and a quarter in length: iride 
light hazel, ~nclining to yell()w: the upper part of 
the head, ne.ck, ba'Ck, rump, and upper tail-cove ts 
are ash..colour,: mar ed with numerous fine dusky 
undulated transverse ljnes; from the crown ofthe 
head a black list runs half way down the back, 
disposed in four indistinct lines: wing-coverts like 
-the back, but inclining .to rufous, and spotted with 
grey: . greater quills dusky, marked with quadran­
gular rust-coloured spots on the exterior webs: 
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chin and fore~llart of the neck yellowish white, 
crossed with dusky linp,s: lower part ofihe breast, 
belly, ~nd sides white, with small triangular dusky 
spots: under tail-coverts ru(ous-white, crossed 
with dusky lines: tail-feathers broad, rounded at 
the ends, and Of the same colour as the Lack, with 
four distinct black bars: legs bi'own; female much . 
paler. 

There is a variety mentioned by Brisson of this 
bird, differing from the former in having the head 
and upper parts ferruginous, beautifully varied 
with longitudinal lines of yellow: wings aJ;ld tail 
the same as the bn.ok I loge yelluw; claws LladL 

The name Jf7ryneclc seems to have been given 
to this bird from its singular manner of turning its 
head over its shoulder alternately, when the black 
mark on the back of the neck gives it a twisted 
appearance; it also erects all the feathers on the 
top of the head: its beak seems to be ofvel'y litlle 
use in procuring subsistence, the tongue being the 
chief instrument used. for that purpose. 

The Wryneck makes a noise very much Uke the 
smaller species of Hawks, which it frequently re. 
pe~ts in the spring, soon after its arrival in this 
coontry, which is generally about t~e middle of 
April: it makes no nest, but lays its eggs, which 
are from eight to ten in number, on the rotten 

. wood within; these eggs are as whit.e as ivory, and 
weigh about thirty-seven grains. 

If this bird be surprised in its nest, i has a sin.­
gular action of defe:p.ce: stretching itself at full 
length, and erecting the feathers of the head, it 
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suddenly rises, making at the same time a hi. ins 
noise l~ke a snake; which has often been the mean 
of the n.est not being plundered of the youn O', from 
the supposition' that they were advancing their 

. hands on a brood of that reptile. 
It is not uncommon in he outhern and ea tern 

parts of England, but .is not·-known to have L en 
taken far towards the north, and v ry rarely in 
Cornwall. It chiefly inhabits woods, or thickly 
inclosed countries, where there are plenty of old 
pollard elm trees, or orchards: it is a bird of 
passage, coming eight or ten days before the 
-Cuckow. Its food is chiefly ants, which the male 
has been observed to carry to the female while 
sitting. Butron observes that this bird grows very 
fat towards the end of summer, whenit becomes 
~xcellent eating. 

It is fomld throughout Europe and most parts 
of the Old Co~tinent: is known by the names of 
Long-tongue, and Emmet-hunter. 

V. IX. 1>. J. 10 

/ 
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PICUS. WOODPEC.KER~ 

Generic 'haracter. · 

Rostrum polyedrum, rectum: 
apice Cllneato. 

Nares pennis setaceis reCUffi­
bentibus obtectre. 

Beak many-sided, straight; 
wedge-sha ped at the tip. 

Nostrils covered with . seta-' 
ceous f"cclll1lbeut feathers. 

~ingua teres, lumbricif()rmis, . Tongue ro~nll, worm-shaped, 
loogissima, mncrQnat:l,:1- very long and slender, hOllY, 

pice retrorsum aculeata se- hard, and with a sharp 

tis. . barbed point at the elld. 
Pedes simplices, digitis duo- j Feet simple, with two t~es 

bus anticis; duobus posticis. before, and two behind. 

T HE birds of this genus climb tr~es, particularly 
. those that are decaying or dead, in search of the 
insects and larvre which destroy the tree within, 
and which are their natural food-: they are un- ' 
justly persecuted in many places on a supposition 
that they are injurious to the trees, when in fact 
they do good, by des~roying those insects which 
would ot4erwise increase so much as to cause the 
trees' overthrow in a short time. Their beak is 
large, strong, and well fitted for its employment, 
being terminated in a sort of wedge, by which it 
is enabled to pierce the bark of trees, and bore 
into the solid wood. Its neck .is short and thick, 
and being furnished with very powerful muscles, 

• 
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it is capabl~ qf striking with such force again t the 
trunks of trees, as to be heard at a great di tante: 
its tongue is long and taper, with a hard bony sub. 
stance at the tip, which terminates in two long 
slender cartilages proceeding from below upwards, 
and from behind forwards, over the whole skull, 
under the sk in, and are attached to the forehead 
near the' base of the beak: by means of these car· 
'lages it. is that the birds of this genus are able 

to thrust out their long filiform tongue to obtain 
the insects or their larvre, wbi(!h are often deeply 
seated in the solid tree: their tail con 'ists of ten 
stiff' sharp-pointed feathers, bent inwards, by which 
they sec lire themselves on the trunks of trees 
when in search of food. Their feet are well 
adapted for elil' bing, as the ~oes nre situated two 
and two, by which they can creep up or down ill 
any dii-ee tion. They have a membranaceous sto­
mach? and want the C02cum, a circumstance pecu-
liar to this tribe. . 

Tire apparent solitary life of the Woodpecker 
is hus described by Buffon. "Of all the birds 

. which earn their subsistence by spoil, none leads 
a life so laborious and painful as the Woodpecker: 
Natur has condemned it to incessant toil and 

. slavery_ While others fi-e~ly employ theIr c~urage 
or address, and either shoot on rapid wing or lurk 
in close ambush, the Woodpecker is constrained 
to drag out an insipid exi tence in boring the bark 
and hard fibres of trees to extract its humble prey. 
Necessity never" suffers any intermission of its ~a... 
bours, never grants .an interval of sound. repose; 
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. often dl,lring the night it sleeps in the 'same painful 
posture as ' ill the fatigues of the day: It never 
shares the sports of the other .::nhabitants of the 
air, it joins not their vocal. concerts, and its ' wild 
cries and saddening , while they di,.,turb the 
silence of the forest, ex :constraint and effort: 
its movements are qui its gestures f~ll of in-
quietude, its looks coar~ and ulgar; it shuIls all 
society, even that of its Dwn kind; and when it i 
prompted tQ seek a c - anion,. its appetite is not 
softened b~aelicacy offeeUng.' 

P . niger~ pileo coccineo. 
Black Woodpecker, with a atarlet crown. 
Picus, martius. ' Lin. Sy,t. Nat. 1. 173. 1.-Faun. Suec. 98.-' 

Lath. I nd. Orn. 1. 224. i. 
Picus niger. Briss. 4. 21 :1). 
Le Pic nair. /ltd!. Hist, 'Nflt. ~is. 7. 41,: 2.-B1.fff. Pl. l!;nl. 

5g6. ' . ' 
Great Black Woodpecker . • Pen. Arc. Zool: 2. 276. A.-Lewin. 

Br. Birds. 2. 46.-Lat'i~ Gen. Syn. 2. 552. I.-Lath. S;p. 
l04.-Don. Brit. Birds. t. la.-Montague. Brit. mHls. 2.­

, Montague's Supplement. ' • 

\ 

THE Gre it 'Black W.oodpecke,r- is in length se-
venteen inch. eak near two inches and a balf 
in length; of a dark ash-colour, whitish at the 
sides: the whole bird blacl<:, except the crown of 
the head, which is scarlet: irides pale yellow; 
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first quill.feathers · very short: "two middle tail­
feathers rather longer than the rc t, giving the tail. 
a rounded appearance: legs lead.coloured; co­
vered with feathers on the fore part for half their 
length: the female is browni h; with only the 
hind part of th~ .head scarlet: but both sexes v~ry 
in this latter mark, and it has been quite wanting 
in some specimens that have occurred. 

This bird is ~aid to build in old ash and pop. 
lar trees, which i.t so ex.cavates-occasionally as to 
cause them to be blown down by the first strong 
winci: the female lays .two or three white egg, 
which colour seems to be peculiar to the whole 
genus: it is saici to he so great a dp.st.royp.l' of bees, 
that the inhabitants of those places where it is 
abundant, and many bees are hived in the trees, 
are obliged to take every precaution to guard the 
mouth of the hive, which is generally done with 
sharp thorns, but that is not always 'sufficient to 
protect them; the birds are found most numerous 
where the greatest quantity of hees are kept. 

This species is found in most parts uf J~urope, 
. but not in Italy, and rarely in France and Eng­
land *: it is most abundant in Germany; it 19 
likewise found in Russia. 

.. The fact of its having been taken in England is very doubt-
ful, although it is mentioned in Dr. Pliltney's catalogue of Dor­
setshire birds, where j~ is notioed as having been taken more than 
once in that county:' it has also been said to have occurred in 
Lancashire, in the neighbourhood of London, and in Devonshire. 
but t~ese latter instances are not sufficiently authenticated. 
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• WHITE-DILLED .WOODPECKER; 

(Picus priDcipalis.) . 

P. niger, linea utrin~ue collari remigibusque'{eculldariis aibis. 
Mas. cri#a coccin~a.,. . 
Premo crista corpore concolore. 
Black Woodpecker .. with a line on both sides of the neck; and 

the 8econdary quills white. 
Male; with a scarlet crest. . 
Female, with the crest the same colour as the body. 
Picus principal is. Li1l. SJlst. Nat. 1. 173. 2.-Gmel. SJlst. Nat . 

1. 4,)5.-Lath. Irid. Orn. 1. 225. q.-Vieil. Ois. de L'Amer. 
Sept. 2.56 . . 

Picus 'niger carolinensis. Briss. 4. ' 26. 9. . ~. I 
Pic noir buppe de Ia Caroline. Buff. Pl Enl. 6g0. 
Pic noir ~ bec blanc. Buff.. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7, 46.- Vieit. O ·s. t 

Amer. Sept. 2. 56. 109. 
White-billed WoodpeCKer. . Pen. Arc. Zool. 2. l.'ifi.-Lllth. 

Gen. SJln. 2. 553. male.-Lath. Sup. 105. 2. female. 

THE White-billed Woodpecker is in length s "­
teen inches. The beak is about three inches in 
length, channe11ed, and as' white as ivory: irides 
yellow: on the back of the head is a be.aufi~iIl re_d, 
erect, pointed crest, some .of the fe~thers two . 
iBches in length: the head 'tself and body black; 
but the lower part of the back; rump, and up,Per • ., 
tail-coverts white: there is a white str!pe begit;l­
ning at the eye amI passil)g down each side of the '. 
neck to the back: some of the p..rimary quill­
feathers black; the 'rest white: tail black, and 
rather wedge-shaped: legs and claws black: fe-

• 



· WHITE-BILLED OIO>DPECKER. 



~ 

WHITE-BILLED WOODPECKER. . 151 

~ale rather larger tha!1 the male; beak of a rno t t 
beautiful white, and very obtuse at the tip : crest 
'of the head black: the white lines from the eyes 
unite into a point on th~ back: the fifth wing-
quill black with a white tip, and two spots of white . 
on the )nner web; sixth and seventh biack, with 
the ends and whole of. tlJe inner webs white '; all 
the other quills entirely white; under wiug-co­
verts -white: tail black, very stiff: leg uusky 
blue: claws black: the rest of the booy .similar to 
the ma1e. 

This bird is cal1ed by the Spaniards the Car­
penter, which l~ame is very applicable, as it makes 
a great noise ·with. its beak against the. trees in the 
woods, which is similar to that made by carpenters 
when at work; making in an hour or two a bushel 
of chips: It is found in Carolina, Virginia, New 
Spain, Brasil, and New Jersey. 
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LlNEATED WOODPECKER. 

(Picus Line·atus.) 

:P. niger, crista coccinea, linea a Tostr;) utrirtq'Ut collari ad medillm 
dOr\'lum alba, corpore subtus ruJo-athidofasciis nigris. 

Black Woodpecker, with a crimson crest, and with a white line 
on both sides of the neck reaching from the beak to the 
middle of the back; body beneath reddish white barred with 
black. 

Picus Lineatus. Lin . S!Jst. Nat. 1. 174. 4.-Gmel. S!Jst. Nat . . 
1. 425.-Lath. Ind. Om. 1. 226. 5 . 

Picus niger c~yanen8is cristatus. BriS$. 4. :31. 1]. t. l.f. 2 . 

Fic noir hupp6 de Cayenne. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois.7. 50.­
Buff. Pl. Enl. 717. 

Lineated Woodpecker. Lath .. Gen. S!Jn. 2.556.4. 

LENGTH. near fomteen inches: beak above an 
inch and a half long, andhorn.colomed: head 

· with a red crest: nape red: cheeks a. h-colour.: 
from the corner of the mouth on each side is a. 
white line, which gets broader as it advances, until 
it meets on the 'back, which is black: there is a 

· red stripe along the under jaw: throat beneath 
reddish white, the shaft of each feather marked 
with black: fore-part of the neck and breast black; 
each feather at the tip bordered with reddish . 
white; of'which colour the 'belly, vent, and thighs 
are, but striated transversely with black; edges of 
the wings white: quills black; the inner webs 
about one third of their length from the base 

. white: tail black, and wedge-shaped: legs and 
· claws grey. Inhabits Cayenne. ' 
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R]m-HEADED WOODPECKER. 

(Picus ; rythrocephfllus.) 

P. capite toto rubro, alis caudaque nigrisJ abdollline remigiblll<JUe 
secundal·iis albis. 

Woodpecker with the whole head red; wings and tail black; 
abdomen and secondary quill-feathers white. 

Picus erythrocephalus. Lin. Syst. Nat . 1: J 74.7 .-Glllel. ylt. 
Nat. J. 42g.-Briss. 4. 52. 19. t. 3.f. l.-Latlt. llld. Om. J. 
227 . g.- Vieil. Ois. de L'Amcr. Sept . 2 . 60. 

Pic noir a domino rouge. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7.55. 
Pic de Vi rginie. Blrff. Pl. Enl. 117. . 
Le P ic tricolor. Vieil. Ois. de .L'Amer. Sept. 2. 60. 112. 113 . 

. 'lf0u'l'tg. 
Rea-headed Woodpecker. P en. A rct. Zool. 2 . 160.-Latll. 

Gen. Syn. 2. 561. 1. 

Picus obscurus. Gillet. Syst. Nat. 1. 429.-Latll. Ind. Or!l. 1. 
228. 11. . 

White-rumped Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2.563. 10. 

THIS destructive bird is eight inches and three 
quarters in length: beak an inch anti a lJ.uarter, 
.lead-coloured at the base, and black at the tip: 
head and neck of a bright crimson, the latter edged 
with black below: irides dusky: back and wings 
black: breast, belly, a~d rump white: . ten first 
9uill-feath~rs black, eleventh black and white, rest 
white with black shafts: ' tail wedge-shaped and 
black: legs and claws lead-colour: young bird 
has the beak horn-coloured: head, throat, chin, 
and all the upper parts of the body dusky, trans­
versely . waved with dirty white: great wing-co­
verts black: primary quills dusky: the outer 
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• 
. ~dges margined with cream-colour, with some of 
the feathers tipped with whitt: : secondaries white; 

. with two irregular black hal's at the tip of each 
feather; the second bar is sometimes wanting 
~m the outer' webs: rump, bOelly, ~nd tail-coverts 
white; legs ~Iack. These birds are found ·chiefly 
in 019- trees, and the noise they make with their 
beaks is heard at a great distance: they are 
very injurious to' the maize-fields and orchards, as 
they peck the ears of the maize, and destroy the 
apples, which they eat so far that nothing but the 
skins remain: they are sometimes so numerous 
that a premiurn of.twopence a head has bee~ paid 
from the public fund on purpose to extirpate them, 
which has of late been mu'ch neglected. 

In the wint.er trley are very tan-ie, and are occa­
sionally seen to come in the houses, in a · :similar 
manner to the Redbreast in England. They are 
inhabitants of many parts of North America; and 
migi'ate more or less to the southward in the au­
tumn, according to the severity of (he approaching 
season, from whence ' the natives expect either. 
a moderate or severe winter: upo~ their return 
northward they soon begin to bui~d, and are one 
of the e~r1iest of the Woodpeckers in performing 
that operation. It is supposed by Buffon that n~­
cessity alone compels these birds to feed on fruits, 
as it is contrary to the nature of .~he birds of this . 
genus: they are said to .be very palatable food. 
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BtJ FF-CRESTED WOODPE CKER. 

(Picus .melanolcucos. ) 

P . nigricans, pileo cristato flavescente; frollte supel'CiJf' 71 llchafjue 
nigris, linea crlllari utrin fjue o(1d dol' .. J[,o, CO re suM.., 
albido fa sciis nigris. . 

Blackish Woodpecker, with a yellowlB crest flD the top 9f the 
head; forehead, sugercilia, and tippet part of the'nedlDJack, 
with a white line on each ~ide of the latter ~bini to tb 
back ; body beneath wbite barred t1I hhlck. 

Picus melanole~co~ Gmel. Sw-. Nat. 1. 4'J1S_LtIll.J"d. 01'11. 
1. 227,. 7. 

Buff-crested Woodpecker. Lat;'. G~. S!J'I.2. • ts25. 

. . 
TWELVE inches and half in length: beak two 

inches, and of a brownish hom-colour' the fore­
part of the crest blaek, hidder part buff-coloUl'ed : 
beneath the crest abov~' the eye is a bJack line: 
hind part of the neck 'lik~wise black: the sid of 
th'e. head be:neath the e,ye wbite, which colour runs 
dowrr on 'each side of the neck, and m ~t on th . 
miadle.of"the back, the upper--half ofwhkfli i al 0 

white: sides of the head and nec , lower part of 
the back, wings, and. tail brownish bJack: brea t, 

. ~ .belly, and .,~nt dirty white, barred ~8ver8eI, 
with du:s),{y, wh~ch is the colour of the chin: leg 
black. . Is found in Surinam. 
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RED-THROATED WOODPECKER. 

(Ficus rubidicollis.) 

P. niger 'Versicolor, frollte zwopygioqut· albi.5, corpore subtus coe-
cineis, lateribZts fiavescentibZts. . -

Changeable black Woodpecker, with the forehead and rump 
white; body beneath crimson, and sides yellowi·sh. 

Picus rubidicollis. Vieil. Ois. de L' Ame.r. Sept. 2. 63. 
Le Pic a gorge rougetltre. Vieil. Ois . de L'Amer. Sept. 2. 63. 

117· 

FIGURED by Monsieur Vieillot, in his sp'lendid 
work on the North American birds, as a native of 
8t; Domingo: it is eightt inches and a half in 

. length: head, n'eck, and upper parts of the body 
black, changing in certain positions of light to 
blue and green: forehead, rump, and upper tail­
coverts white: the whole of the under parts of a 
ffi'OSt beautiful crimson, except the ~iJes of the 
abdomen and neck, which are yellowish, the latter 
with a few black spots: legs and beak lead-colOlJ.f : 
female grey and brown below, m other r~spects 
similar to the male. 

" 
: 
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CHILI WOODPECKER. 

(Picu8Iign.arius.) 

P. pileo cocci,!eo, .c01']Jol'e aloo creruleoquc vittato. 
Woodpecker with Ii scarlet crown, body banded with blue ' and 

white. 
Pic us lignarius: Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 424.-Lalli. bid. Orn. ). 
• 224. 2. 

'Chili Woo~peeker. Lath. Sup. If. 140. 1. 

THIS bird, which is an inhabitant of .chili, i not 
quite" as large as a Blackbird; the crown ha a 
red crest, and the body is bande'd with blue and 
white .: bill ery 'strong, and it is not only enabled 
by means of it to make holes in ~ecayed' trees, but 
likewise in sound ones, in which it makes its nest. 

.. 

• 



PILEATED ODPECKER. 

(Pious pileatus ) 

P. niger, crista rubra, tt'inporilJu8 alisque maculis alhis, gu£a 
lutescente. 

Black Woodpecker, with .• red .uest,· temple:s ~nd ~ings with 
white -rot.; throat yelJowWf. 

Pic us pileatus. Lin. Sgst. Nat. 1. 173. 3.-Gmei. Syst. Nat. I: 
.J-25.-Lat'/l: Ind. O':/J •. • ~2a. ",..-Yi~l. or.-.. " .11 Amer. Sept: 
2 . .58. 

Pi"~ll viqinianus pileatul. . B~"8. "': 29. 10. _. . 
Pic noir i~ rouge. B~ HUt. N,at. ·Ois . .7. 48.-Veieil. 

~is. de L'A_r. Sept. 2.58. no. . 
Pic npir huppe la Lou~De. Buff; Pt~ Enl. 718. 1. 

Pileated Woodpeeker. Pen. A,-C. Zoot. 2. 157.-Latll . -Gen. 
Syn. 2. 554. 3.-Lath. Sup. lO~. · . . ,', . 

THIS bird is in length fifteen inches: beak't.wo . 
inche long, and of a lead-coloui·.; irides golden: 
top of the head crowne,d with long red feathers; 
beneatb which, over the eye, there is a streak of . 
white, and below this is a broad black one" in 
which the eyes are p~aced: ' on each side' of the 
jaw tliere is a stripe of red r,eaching the whole 
length of the mandibl'e, and part of the ' ay down . 
t4e neck: cheeks, tliroat, front, and &ideg of the ' 
neck.pa).e buff; having a hand of black arising at 
the' c9rners of the mouth, and passing through the . 
~irldle down the siJes of_the neck: hind part of 
the .neck, back, and rump bIa"ck: belly', sides, 
thighs, breast, and under tail-coverts blackish: 
wings spott~d with white·) and a similar coloured 

'. 





.. 
RED-NECKED WOODPECKER. l59 

pot on the back: tfle ,two middle tail-feather 
longest: legs and claws black: female differs in 
having the forehead bi'~wn, and \,",mt~ng th red 
stripe on. the lower. mandible. This peci s is 
subjec~ to trifling variations in it!'; m:l1 kings, being 
sometimes fourrd striated with white beneath. It 
is said to be very injurious to maize, not that it 
eats any part of the plaJJt, bllt it settles on the ripe 
ears to pick off' the insects that abound there: it 
is very t:ommon in mnny parts of North Am erica, 
where it is called }lila!! NIay. 

RED-NECKED WOODPECKER. 

(Picus rubricollis.) 

P.fiI3CUS, occipit~ crishIto, corpore S!(otus testaceo, capite colloqllc 
cocctnezs. 

BroIVn Woodpecjcer, with the back part of the head crested, 
body beneath te~tacf'ous, heau and neck crimson. 

Picus rubricollis. GlIlel. S!Jst. Nat. 1. 420.-Lath. Ilid. Om . 1 . 
. 226. O. 

Le Pic il cou rouge. Buff. Hist. MIt. ~is . 7. 53. 
Grand Pic huppe a tete rouge de Cayenne. Buff. Pl. Enl.6'12. 
R~d-necked Woodpecker. Lath . Gen . S!ln. 2. 558. 5. 

BEAK pale coloured; head and neck as far as the 
breast crimson: back, wing, and tail dark brown; 
with a mixture of dirty white on the wings: the 
whole of the under part of a cream-colour: head 
crested behind: legs lea -colour: length about 
sixteen indIes: it is sometimes found of a fulvou 
colour underneath, 'which ~ay be ,the s~xual di.­
tinction. 1nhabits Cayenne. 
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RE~-BREASTED WbODPECKER. 

(Picus ruber.j 

P. niger; capite, collo, et peotore coccineis, macula alarum lonii~ 
tudinali alba, abdomine medio fla'Vescente-al6o. 

Bl~ck Woodpecker, with the head, neck, and breast scarlet, a 
lo~gitudinal white spot on the wings, and the middle of the 
abdomen yellowish white. 

Picus ruber. Gmel. S!fst. Nat. 1,. 42.g.-L'!th. Ind. (»n. 1. ~28. 

10. 

Red-breasted Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. S!fn. 2. 1 562. g.-Lath . 
Sup. 106. 

LENq'TH eight inches and a half: beak an inch 
long, and brown: back of the neck varied with 
dusky: head, neck, and breast crimson; with a 
buff-coloured line beginning at the ~ostril and 
ending beneat the eye: w~ngs and back black: 
most of the lesser wing~coverts tppe.d with white, 
and th~ greater ones with the ~ter webs white, 
forming a parallel streak near the edges of the 
wing: scapulars with an obscure yellowish spot ,at 
the tip: quills black; the first with round white 
spots on the inner web half way from the base; 
the rest spotted on both webs . with that colour: 
under wing-coverts varied with black and white: 
middle of the belly dirty yellowish white: sides 
the same, mixed with blackish: tail entirely black, 
except the middle feather, which has three white 
spot.s on one of t~e .webs: legs black. Said to . 
inhabit Cayenn~ . 

. ' 
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YE,LLOW-BELLIED W@OI>'PECKER. 

(Picus fiaviventris.) 

P. supra niger; capite, collo, pectoreqZle rubris; alis 7IIaculis 
albis, 'Ventre flaves·cente-olivaceo. 

'Voodpecker above black; with the head, neck, and breast red; 
wings with white spots, and belly yellowish olive. 

Picus Baviventris. Vieil. Ois. de L'Amel·. Sept. 2. 67. 
Pic a ventre jaune. Vieit. Oi,s. de L' Amer. Sept. 2. 67. 

THE person ho first noticed this bird was the 
celebrated Captain Cook, who procured it in·Noot­
ka Sou~d, on the north-west coast o( America: the 
uppel' parts are black, the wings spotted with 
white: the head, neck, and breast are red: abdo­
men yellowish olive, in which cii'cumstance it 
principally differs from P. ruber; and from p, 
rubricollis in being ' much smaller, and Qot ahoy 
half of the length. 

• 

V. IX, P. r •. II 

• 

• 
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STRIPED-BELLIED WOODPECKER. 

(Picus fasciatus.) 

P. fusca-nigricans, vertice loris strigaqu.e submaxillm'j coccineis, 
abdomine alba nigraque striata, rect",:icibus apice albis. 

Brownish-black Woodpecker, with the crown, lore .. and a stripe 
beneath the jaw scarlet; abdomen st~jated with black and 
white; tail-feathers white at the tip. 

Picus striatus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 430. 
Picus fasciatus. Latlt. Ind. Om: 1. 226. 12. 

S riped.bellied Woodpecker. Lath. Qen. S!ln. 2. 563.1,1. 

THIS species', which is in the British Museum, 
is rather larger than P. minor, being eight inches 
in length: beak onc in<:h, and yellowish: crown 
and nape crimson, as is a stripe beneath the jaw, 
and another from the beak to the eye; which last 
is bordered with white: 'back, wingEl , ann tail 
black, the tips of the latter white: belly and side& 
of the heaq striated with black and whjte: legs 
blac~. ' # • • 

, . 

• 

• 
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GREATER SPOT.rF.D WOODPECKER. 

(Plcull major.) • 

P. albo nigt'OlJ/U 'Varil,l8, crisso occipite rulJris. 
Woodpecker varied with black and white, vent and back of the 

head red. . 

p{CUS m~jor. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 176. 1 i.-Lin. Faun. Suee. 100. 
-Gmel. Sylt. Nat. 1. 436.-Lat~.lrtd. On..- 1. 22a. 13. 

Picus varius majore. Briss. 4. 3'. 13. 
L'Epeiche, ou Pic varie. Buff. IIi t. Nat. Oil, '/. 5'/.-Buff. 

Pl. Enl. 196. male. 595. female. 
Greater spotted Woodpecker. P'-1I. Rrit. tool. 1. 85.-Pen. 

Arct. Zool. 2. lti2.-Lewin~ Brit. Birds. 47.-Id.8.3. (ovum.) 
"-Latlt. Gen. Syn~ · 2. 5?4. 'j2.-£oI/l. SliP. 107-Morlhl6Ut. 
Brit. Birds •• 2.-Mont. Su.p.-Bewick. Brit. Birth. 118. ' 

{3. albo 7ligroque 'Darius, eris.~o pileoque ntbris. 
Varied with Wack and white, vent and top of the head red. 
Picus medius. Lin. Syst. Nat . 1. J7b. la.-Lin. Fau". Srut:. 

101.-Gmel. Sflst. Nat. 1. 436.-l.atll. Ind~ Orn. 1. ~~ 
PiC't1s varius. Briss. 4. 3!:!. 14. t: 2 . ./. 1. 
Pic varie a tete rouge. B'!:If. PI. ElIl. 611. 
Middle spotted Woodpecker. Pen. Brit. Zool.l.a6. 37.-P",. 

Arct. Zool. Q. 27a. D.-Lewin. Brit. Birds. 4a.-Lufh. Gm. 
·Syn. 2. 565. 13.-Latlt. Sup. 107.-Bewidc. B . Bird" 1. 
119.-Mo1!tague. Brit. B irds, 2. 

THE greater and middle spotted Woodpeckers 
of authors were formerly considered distinct from 
each other, but latterly, as we are informed in the 
supplement to the Ornitholcrgical Dictionary, they 
have been most satisfactorily pro ed the same, as 
a nest was taken with five young, which were 
found to be P. medius, just as they were about to 
leave it, and which were' fed and a tended to by P, 
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maJor; and fro~ that circumstance we shall con­
sider ourselves authorised to deEcribe them as one 
species. , 

' This bird is in length !)ine inches: b~ak an inch 
and a 'quarter long, ' aTId dusky: irides reddish 
brown: forehead dirty white: crown black: hind 
head deep crimson: cheeks white, beneath which 
i$ a black line from the lower mandible to the 
back of the head, from the middle of whi.ch an­
other line of the sam~ 'colour runs down on each 
side, and almost ,meets at the upper part of the 
breast: back of the neck with a white spot on 
each side: back, rump, lesser wing and tail-co­
verts black: seapulars and some of-the adjoining 
greater cov~rts white: quills black, ,vith a few 

'white spots on each web: throat and under parts 
dirty white: vGnt crimson: four middl~ tail -fea­
thers black, t~e others more or less whi,te towards 
the point, and marked with a few white sp~s: 
leg's lead-colour: female wants the red on the hind 
head; in all other respects is similar to the male: 
young ~rd, (P. medius of authors,) differs in hav­
ing the whole cro~h of the head red, the black 
marking about the head and neck not .so long, 
the white on the cheeks dusky, and that'im the 
breast inclining to brown: it is sometimes ' fOWld 
with the head spotted with black. ' 

This bird is not uucomrilo,n in woods in England, 
France, and most other parts of Europe, and is like-_ 
wise found in Siberia and Astr.akan. It is .a very 
~unning bird; fQr when a person has seen one 6n a 
t ree, if he be n very attentive, ~nd the tree shoulq 



GREATER SPOTTED WOODPECKER. 1 5 

be large, he is sure to lose sight of it, as the mo­
ment it observes anyone it creeps behind 3. branch 
ill the danger is over. The female eems to be 
ery careful of her eggs, which are five in number, 

very white, and mostly deposited in a hole in a 
'decayed tree, without any appearance of a ne t: 
, she w!ll suffer herself to be touched ,~th the hand 
before she endeavours to escape. It is thi~ pe­
cies which generally makes that jarring noise so 
frequently heard in OlII' woods . 

. . , 

.. 
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SPOTTED WOODPECKER. 

(Picus minor.) 

P. al60 "i~ • . e moro, crilso t&taceo. 
W oodpecker 'ftri~ wtth ItII!C and white, crown of the head 

red, "ept testaceoUl. 
Picus minor. Lin. Syll. Nat. 1. 176. 19.-Lin. Faun. Suec. 102. 

-Gme'. Sysl. Ntd. 1. ·t37.-Lath. -Ind. Om. 1.229.15. 
Picus varius minor. Brisl. 4: 41. 15. 
Le petit Epeicbe. B1fIf. Hut. Nat. Oi&. ,. 62.-Buff. Pl. Enl. 

5g8. 1. male. 2. femal~. . . • 
esser spotted w'o~pecker. Pen. Brit. Zool. 1.87. 37.-Pen . 
Aret. Zool. 2.278. E.-Lewin. Brit. B irds. 4p.-Don. Brit. 
Birdl. 2, 36.-Bewick. Brit. Birds. 1. I20.--Mo';tague. Brit. 
Birds. 2.-MoM. Sup.-Latk. Gen. -"!In. 2. M)6. 14.-Lath. 
Syn. Sup. t08..-Latk. SYR. Sup. '11. 140. • 

~ .• albo nigTo9~ 'Va lS, vtlrtice nucha ceT'Vicfque nigro-griseis, 
corpore su.btusfta'Vescente nigro-maculato. 

"Varied with black and white, '!,ith .!.,he crown, top, and sides of 
the neck biacji,sh grey' --11oJ., eneat yellowish spotted wit" 

.' '''' y / '" black. ·i,';>' ~', . '< , ,. 
r.:(....... ,. ., 

Petit pi9 d'.:An~ue''''''''_ ~Q • VO!!. us. 77. 
, .... J'1 (''''''1 .. 

, ,;~ .' I~ . - • 

~HIS ~ma.u ;speeies is in length only five inches: 
and a half: betk"'leag..c91oure : irides red: cheeks 
and sides of he ne k white, bounded by black 
above. p.nd el6w. crown crimson, bounded on 
each side with-black, which; joining behind, runs 
down in a peak oh ~lie back of the neck: forehead 
dirty '\Yhite: breast and belly . the same: upper 
parts"of'the body black barred with white: scapu­
lars nd quills spotted with black and white: lesser 
'Wing-coverts entirely black: four middle tail-fea-
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thers black; the rest more or ]e s tipped ith 
white, and spotted with black: leg lead-colour: 
female with that part of the head , hit hi h in 
the male is red: both sexes without th r d 
of the last species. 

Sonnerat describes a bird tnk n by him in th 
isle of Panay, with the beak black; the ero, n of 
the head and hind part of the neck gr yi h black: 
with a stripe of white beginninO" above the ey , 
and descending about t~o- thirds of the \Va. down 
the neck; below which from the eye to the houJd r 
there is another of black: upper part of the body 
h~ack and white: under parts pale yellow spott d 
with black: tail above black, beneath tiarred with 
dirty white, ~nd yellowi h: leg blackish. 

Thi bird is pretty generally diffu ed over rno t 
parts of the continents of Europe and A in. 
Ierne denies its being found in France. but Bu 
assures us it is found in rno t of the provine 
there; in England it is rather carce. 1t builds 
in rotten trees, and often dispute po e ion with 
the Colemouse, Wllich generally yield to the u­
perior strength of it adversary: it lays abou nv 
white eggs. which weigh about thirty-thr e g rain, 
and are placed on the rotten wood without ny 
nest. In the winter it approache orchards for the 
sake . of food, as it finds various in ect · on the 
trunks of the trees. It is known by the name of 
HickwaU and Crankbird. 



168 

sporrED-BELLIED 'WOODPECKER. 

(Picus varius.) 

P. albo nigrogue 'Uari'us, 'Oertice rubio, crisso. albo,.fu.sc() fasciato . 
Woodpecker varieq with black and white; .top ~f the head red; 

vent white, barred with fuscous. 
Picu8 varius. Lin . S!lst. Nat. I. 176. 20.-Gmel. Syst . Nat. 1. 

428.-Iflth.lnd. Om. 1. 232. 21.-Vieil. Ois. de L' Amer. Sept. 
z. 63. 

Le pic vari6 de la Caroline. Buff. H ist. N at . Ois. 7. 77.-Buff. 
Pl. Enl. 785 . 

Le Pic macule. Vieil. Ois. de L'Arner. Sept. 2.63. 118. 

Yellow-bellied Woodpecker. Pen. Arct. Zool. 2 . 166.-Lath. 
Gen. ~!ln. 2 . 574. 20 ·-T,nth. Sup. fog. 

IN ' length near eight inches: beak one inch, 
and ~ead-coloured: crown red, bordered with 
black: hind parts of the head pale yellow) reach­
ing fofwards, and forming a band of thaL colour 
over the eyes: from the base of the beak to . the 
back of the head runs a black line, which passes 
through the eyes ; beneath which is another one 
of pal~ yellow, beginning at the nostrils and ending. 
on the sides of the neck; there is also a fourth 
band, which commences at the base of the under 
mandible, and bends towards the fore-part of the 
neck, where it blends with the black on that part: 
throat red: fore-part of the neck and breast blac~ 
.bordered with yellow: sides, thighs, and under 
tail-coverts white, barred transversely with brown : 
abdomen light yellow varied with black: body 
above variegated witb black alld white: two mid. 
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d)e tail-feathers black, spotted with '\vhite: two 
next on each side black, ~nd th outer one bl k, 
spo!ted on the inner webs with white at the tip: 
legs blackish: claws the arne: female without 
the red on the head; -and the yellow marking on 
that part and the neck of'the wale are white in 
her. The young bird ha th feathers of the 
heaa of a yellowish grey, bordered with darker 
~olour:" t he rump varied with blac and white ; 
the wings less spotted at the tips, and the abdomen 
yellowish. Inhabits the arne places a P. pubes­
cens, and is equally destructive to orchard : it is 
called a Hudson's Bay by the name of Mekisewe 
Paupastao'W. 

" . 



WPOI?PfCKtn. 

(~icus pubescens:.) 

P. albo nigroque varius, suptus griseo albus, reetrice extima nigra 
maculis quatuor albis. 

Woodpecker va~ied with black and white, beneath gr.eyish 
white; outer tail.feather black, with four white.spots. . 

Picus pubescen~. Lin. Syst. Nat. 1. 175. 15.-Gmel. Syst. Nat . 
1. 435 .-Lath. 111d. Orn. 1. 232. 20.-Vieil. Ois. de L'.A.mer. 
Sept. 2. 65. 

Picus varius virginianus minor. Briss. 4. 50. 18. 
Petit Pic varie de Virginie. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7· 76. 
Le Pic minule. Vieil. Ois. de L' Amer. Sept. 2. 65. 21 . 
Downy Woodpecker. Pen. Arct. Zool. 2. 163. 
Little Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2 . 57!}. 19.-Lath. Sup. 

log! 

THIS most destructive and minute species of 
Woodpp.cker is very similar in appearance -to P . 
viUosus, and might be easily mistaken for that 
bIrd were it not much less, being only five inches 
and a half in length: beak three quarters of an 
inch long, and horn-coloUl:ed: top of the head 
black; above the eye on each side is a wnite line: 
hind parts of the head red: upper part of the body 
black; with a similar line of white to that of the 
last passing down the back: greater wing-coverts 
and quills spotted with white: under parts of the 
body pale grey: tail black; the foul' milldle fea­
thers plain; the rest barred with white and black: 
legs and claws black: female has the back of the 
head 'Yhite instead.of red. ' . 
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,This species inhabits Virginia, Carolin , and 
New Jersey, where it i reckoned extremely dan­
gerous to orchards, as whe.n it has p c}sed one hoI 
in a tree it makes another in a horizontal direction 
close to tne firs , till it has made a complete eirel 
round the tree, which generally kills it. 

HAIRY WOODPECKER. 

(PiCU8 'illo us.) 

P. alOO nigrolJue "",iru, Glibtlll albus, dorlo longitudinaliler tllb­
lJilloso, rectricibus ea:timis toto aibis. 

Woodpecker vari£ with black and while ; beneatb white; b elk 
downy; outer ta il -feathers entirely white. 

Picus villosus. L i ll. S!Jst . Nat. 1. l7 ·~ . 16.-Gmel. '!1st. Nat . .I. 
43!J.-Lath.ll'ld. Om. I. 2S2.19.-fliei • Oi, . de L',dmer. &pt. 
~.64. 

Picus varius l'irginianus. Brill. 4. 4S. 17. 
Pic cheveJu de Virginie. Buff. Hilt. Nat. Oi • . 7. 74. 
Pic au chevelu. flieil. Oi,. de L' Amer. Sept . i. 64. 12(). 
Pic varie male de Virginie. Bli/!. Pl. Enl. 754. 
Hairy Woodpecker. Pen. Arct. Zoot. 2. 164.-Lewin. Br.Birth. 

2. 50.-Lath. Gen. Syn. ~. 572. ls.-Lath. ::;u1" 08. 

TRIS species is rather less than the large spotted 
Woodpecker, and is about eight inches and three 
quarters in length: beak an inch and a quarter long, 
and horn-coloured: head black; with two white 
streaks on each side, one over the eye, the other 
along the under jaw, nd bpth ari ing £i'om the 
base of the bill: acros. the back of the head is a 

. red band: upper parts of the body black, divi ed 



J72 HAI)l.Y WOODPECKER. 

with. a list" of white hair like feathers dow the 
middle: ·wings spotted 'with ."hite: under partS' 
of the body entirely white: four middle tail-fea:.­
thers black; the rest ' on each side marked ob­
liquely with white at the tip; tJ1e la t but one 

. white, with a black base; outer one whrilly white: 
legs and oJaws grey brown: female without the 
red on the head. . . 

Inhabits Carolina, Virginia" Canada, and like-
wise the north of England, where it is not very 

. uncommon. Dr. Latham mentions having seen a 
pair in the collection of the Duchess of ~ortland, 
which were shot near Halifax in Yorkshire, and 

. which agreed in every respect with the American 
. ones : is also very common at Hudson's Bay, where 
it is called Paupastaow. It is said to be very 
destructive to a pIe-trees, by pecking holes in 
them. 
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CANADA SPOTTED WOODPECKER. 

(Picus Canadensi .) 
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p. alba nigroqlte·varius. corpore sttbttCS dorsoq~e medio albo, n"cAa 
jUlva. rectricibu$ duabus it/tel'medii n '''ris ulI1nacu/{lU ,dua6/U 
eztim;s al6.is basi nigris. 

Woodpecker varied with black a d white; body b n ath and 
middle of the back white; top of the neck fulvoLl . the two 
mid.dle tail-feathers black and immaculate; two outer on 
white. black at the base. 

Picus Cabadensis. Lath. I/ld. Om. 1. 230. l'l.-Gmel. '!l,t. 
Nat. 1.437. 

Picus varius- Canadensis. Bl'is8. 4. 45 . .16. t. 2.f. 2. 
L'~peiche du Canada. Btiff. H£st. Nat. Ois. 7. ,6g.-Bu,ff.P, ·. 

Enl. 345.1. . 

Canada potted Woodpecker. Pell. Arct. Zool. 2. 163.-LatA. 
Ind. Orn. 2. 569. 16. 

ABOUT the size of a Blackbird: length nine 
inches: beak horn-coloured, one inch and a qu r. 
ter in length: head black ~ fore.h ad dirty white: 
on each side i a broad white band pas in r abov 
the eye, and joining another orang -c OUI' don 
on the back of the head ~ ther i a whit mark 

. beneath the eye ,.which get broader a it proe d 
do nwards on the sides of the neck: upp r 
of the body black, varied with white in tb rnidd1~ 
of the back: under part whitish: win -covert 
and quills spotted with white: two middle tail­
feather blac : the next ith a dirty white spot 
near the tip; the three outer ones obliquely tipp d 
with white; the two outmost ones entirely white, 
except the base : Jeg& grey-brown: female without 
the orang'" spot on the ba.ck of the bead. Inhabits 
Canada. . 
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NO lIE WOODPECKER. 

(Picus borea1is.~ \ 

P. supra niger, ,4btus albus; occipire "'f~, pone oculil maculll 
alba •• 

Woodpecker above black, below white; hind head red, with a 
white spot behind the eyes. • 

Picus borealis. Vieil. Ois. de L'Amer. Sept. 2. 66. 
Le Pic boreal. Yicil. Ois. de L' Amer. Sept. 2. 66. 12~. -

THIS bird is found in the north of the United 
States of America, and is about s~ven inches in 
length: beak and feet black: irides ted: the 
whole of the upper plll'tll of the body, with tbe 
upper tail. coverts and quills black, spotted witll 
dusky; the wing-coverts like"wise black" and 

. : spotted with white: the four exterior tail-feathers 
white varied with black; the rest entirely of. the 
latter colour: hind head with a narrow reu band, 
an alar e white spot reaching from thence to 
the eyes, below which -is a black line which ex­
tends to the under mandible :' the featheI'fl at. the 
base of'the beak, throat:front df the neck, breast, 
and abdomen whitish, the latter spotted with 
black: it has a great affinity to the Canada Spotted 
Woodpecker. 
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VARIED WOODPECKER. 

'(Picus tricolor.) 

. . 
P. niger, ,!riis trans'Oersis albis, pfCtore alxiolllinetjUe ru&riI. 
Black Woodpecker. with transverse w hite stri~; breast and 

abdomen red. 
Picus tricolor. Gmel. S!Jst. Nat. 1. 437.-Lath. ["d. Om. ). 

230.16. 
Picus varius mexicanus major. Briss. 4. 57. 2). 
Picus varius mexicanus minor. Briss. 4 . 59. 22. 

L'Epeicbe du mexique. B'fif. Hilt. Nat. Ois. 7.70. 
Varied Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Sy". 2.568.15. 

LENGTH of this species abQut nine inch : beak 
one inch, and white: head, upper part of t neck~ 
back, rump, upper tail. covert and quills of a most 
beautiful black, varied with white: body ben at 
white; reddish on the brea t and abdom n: 
whitish line above the eye: wings reachin n arly 
to the middle of the tail, which is black, and abou 
four inches in length. Said to inhabit the colder 
pa~ts of Mexico. • 

.' 
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CARDINAL OODP ECXER. 

(Picus Cardinalis.) 

P. albo nigroque 'Varius, suhtus albus maculis oblongis nigril, 
laterihus colli 'Vitta utrinque alha, vertice nut:haque rttbris. 

Woodpecker varied with black and white; beneath white with 
oblong black spots; both sides of the n ck with a white stripe; 
crown and top of the neck red. . 

Picus Cardinalis. · GmeZ. Syst. Nat. 1. 438.-lAth. Ind. Om. 1. 

233.23. 
Pic Cardinal de LUl1on. Son. Voy. 72. 35. • 
Le grand Pic varic de Lll9on. Bt{ff. Rist. Nat. OU. i. 67. 
Cardinal Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2.576. 22. 

LENGTH about thirtee.n inches: beal.{ blackish: 
crown and hinel pa.rt of the head bright red; a 
white stripe re~ching from the eyes to the wings! 
throat, breast, and belly white, marked with'longi­
tudinal black pots: sides and back of the neck 
with the back and wing-coverts black, the feathers 
fringed with white: quills and tail black, with 
yellow shafts; primary quills ' spotted with y.ellow 
on the edges, secondaries transversely barred with 
white:. tail spotted: leg.s blackish. Inhabits the 

- Island of Lwzonia: described by Sonnerat. 

; 
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MAHRA'I'JA WOODPECKBR • . 
(Picu Mahr.atten-i.) 

.P. niger alho '!Jar,ltS , .sl/bl1l!' JUSClI$ mllculatfLs, IIropygiu albo, 06. 
clomine medio ruhl·o. 

Black Woodpecker varied with white, &eneath potted witl~ 
brown; rump white; abdomen red in the miildl. • 

Pict1S Mahrattcnsis. Latlt. 8.1j1l. up. II. XXXI. 3. 
Mahratta Woodpecker. Latll. S!ln. up. II. 14 2.7 . 

. 
THIS bird, which is pre erved in the Briti h 

. Museum, is.rather 1arO'er than P. minor: th h d 
is yellow brown: white on each side the nape: 
upper part of the body black, spotted with white: 
the chin and all the under part pale brown ' wIth 
darker streaks down the middle of each £; ather: 
.middle of !he belly red: rump white: quills and 
tail black, spotted with white: the Ollt r tail·fea­
ther with three white spots : said to have beC\lrl 
brought from the Mahratta country in In?ia • 

• 
10 
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lnioWN WOODPECKER. 

(PiCii8 moluccensis.) 

P. flsco-nig-ricans albo unaat:us, subtus albidu8 fuseo . sagittatuG, 
cnsso albo, remigihus rectricibusque albo maculatis. 

Blackish-brown Woodpecker, wa~ed with white; beneath whitish, 
sprin¥led with brown; vent white; quills and tail-feathers 
spotted ,with white. • 

Picus moluccensis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 439.-Lath. Ind. Om. 
1.233.25. • 

Petit Epeiche brun des Moluques. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 68. 
Petit Pic des Moluques. Buff. Pl. Enl. 748. 2. 
Brown Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. Z. 577. 24..-Lath. Sup. 

log. 

LBNGTH five inches: beak pale: sides of the 
head white; crown and a spot beneath the eye 
brown: upper parts of the body brownish black; 

, undulated wlth white: beneath whitish, sprinkled 
with brown: quills spotted with white: vent white: 
tail-feat~ers brown, with three white spots on both 
webs: regs blueish. Inhabits the Molucca Islands 
and India . 

. ' 

• 
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cRrM'soN-RUMPED WOODPECKER • 

. (Picus Goertan.) 

17 

P. supra griseofoscus~ subtu$ griseo-jla'lJiCfJns, wrlice tlropygi'«Jat 
• coccineis •. 
Woodpecker ~bove of a grey brown; beneath greyish yello ; 

crown and rump crimson. 
Picus qoertan. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 434.-LAth. Ind. Ont. 1. 

236.3a. 
Pic Go-ertan du Senegal. B uff. Rist. Nat. OU. 725.-Bu,ff. PI. 

Enl. 320 • .-
Crimson-rumped Woodpecker. Lath. t;en. ;yn. 2. 58~. 29. 

THIS species, which is known at Senegal by the 
name Goertan, is much smaller than P. vitidi : 
the beak is lead-coloured: the crown crimson: 
upper parts of the body grey brown with a gr n 
tinge, spotted on the wings with dirty whit 
under parts dirty yellow: rump red: legs I 
coloured . 

• 
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'. 

NU1HAN WOODPECKER.' 

(Picus· nubicus.) 

" 

P .fuseo albo rufoque undato'lIlacl~latu$, vertice nigra albo puna­
tato, occipite cristato rubro, eoUo pectoreque albidis nigro •. 
guttatis. . 

Spotted Woodpecker waved with hrowtt, white, arid rufous; 
crown black, spotted with white; bind head with a red crest; 
neck and breast whitish, with black tear-shaped spots. 

Pjc~ nubicus. GlIlel. Syst.Jjat. 1. 439.-Latl!. Illd. On;. 1. 
233.24. . 

Epeiche de Nubie onde et tachete. B1f:!f. Rist. Nat. Ois. 7. 
66.-B!!lf. Pl. Ent. 667. . 

Nubian Woodp, ckP.r. r.'}-tlL. Gen. S,yn. 2. 576.23. 

TH E Nubian Woodpecker is in length seven · 
inches and a half: beak black: irides pale brown: 
crown black, spotted with white: back of the 
head crimson, slightly crested: forehead brown­
ish: fmm that to the eye, with the chin, whitish: 
the rest of the neck and breast the same, marked 
with tear-shaped black spots: the upper parts.of 
the body beautifully variegated with brown, ru­
fous, and white: thighs and ent whitish: tail 
barred with rufous and brown: legs blue. In­
habits the deserts of Nubia. . . 

.. 
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GREY WOODI'ECKEjt. 

'. (Picus griseus.) 

P. piko ruhesccnte, gula gCTlisquc robro vflriis i rectrici6", dwbtu 
intcrlllediis et extimis albo nigroqlle vanis, rcliql1isnigril. 

Woodpecker with a reddish crown; throat and eh eks varied 
• with red; the two middle tail-feathers aod the rno tout. 

ward one varied with black and white, the T t Wa Ie. 
Picus griseus. T'ieil. Ois. de L' Amer. II]Jf. 2. 62. . 
Pious Car!>linu. 'Y' Latll. Ind. Orn. 1.231.18. 
L'Epeiche raye de Ia Louisiane, Rtlif. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7.73.­

BWf. Pl. Enl. 692. female. ViRil. Vis. de L' Amer. cpt. 2. 
62.116. 

Carolina W?odpecker. Lat". O.:n. B!I'" 'J. • .')71 .17. B. 

INHABITS Louisiana, and 18 about the ize ()f 
the Greate' }Jotted 'Voodpecker: beak bJacki h: 
uppel: part of 'the head dull red; with a light 
trace of that colour on the throat, and ben ath 
the eyes: prevailing colour bIn k above, with 
~hite sttipes; and greyish white b neath: th 
two middle and two outer tail-feathers hI ck 
and white mixed; the rest dull black: female 
with a grey forehead, and the back of the neck 
yellow. 

. . 



.' 182 .. 
'CAROLINA.. WOODPECKER. 

(Picus carolinus.) . 

P. pileo nuchaque rubris, dorso fasciis nigris, rectricibus mediis 
. nigro punctatis. • 

Woodpecker with the top of the head and upper part of the 
neck red; back with black bands; middle tail.feathers spotted 
wit!1 black. 

Picus carolinus. Lin. Syst. Nat . 1. 174. IO.-Gmel. Syst. Nat. 
1. 431.-Latlt. Ind. Orn. 1. 231. 18. . 

PiGUS varius jamaicensis. Brisa. 4. 59. 23. 
Pic va.rie de la Jarpaique. Bldf. Hist. Nat. ~is. 7. 72."::'B1df. 

Pl. Enl. 597. female. 
Carolinll Woodpecker. i'm. Arct. Zuol. 2. 16L-Latlt. Gen. 

Syn. 2. 570. ] 7. 

LARGER than P. major: beak black,J1n inch ~nd. 
a half in lengtJ): irides hazel: die crown of the 
head and upper part of the neck behind bright 
red: cheeks yellowish white: throat and fore­
part of the neck dirty olive, which as it approaches 
the abdomen becomes red: 'lower part of the belly' 
and thighs marked with transverse brown lines:. 

pper .parts of the body black, with narrow trans­
verse whitish lines: tail black; the exterior fea. 
thet dotted with white on 'the outer edge : legs 
and claws black: female has that part of the head 
rufous white which in the male is red. This bird 
appears to vary in a few particulars, as in some 
spec~mens the foreheaq and cheeks1 in both sexes, 
have been pale . buff; the belly, instead of being 

. . red, had only a pal~ yeltowish-:brown tinge; and 
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GREEN WOODPECKER. . 



• qREEH WOODPECKER. 1 

the two middle tail. feathers barr d with whit n 
each web~ the next only on the outer, and th 
outmost dotted' with white the whol I n h of th 
exterior margin. This bird i , aid to fe d 
the capsicum when. there i a defi i 
foo~, and to be. verl common in 
CarQlina and Jamaica. 

GREEN 

(PiCU8 vidm ) 
P. viridis, vdHice coccineo. 
Green Woodpecker, with a S()Qrlet errov:n . . 
Picus viridis. Lill. S!lst. Nat. 1. 110d~.-Li,.. Fallll. ute. g. 
· Gruel. Syst. Nat. l. 483.-Bri$8. 4. g. I.-Laf},. Ilid. ·Orn. J. 

234.27· .. • 
Pic verd. BWf. Hilt. Nat. Oil. 7. 7. J.-B,fff'. t. Elil. 37). 
· male. 879. female. 
Green W6odpecker. Pen. Brit. Zool. 1. "'.-Pm . .tfrcJ. Z • 
· :t.277. B: ' Albirl. 1. 18.-Phil.J'rans. 29. 3.50. l.-Lewit~. 

Brit. Birds. ~. 5 r. S. 54. (ovum.)-Mont. Brit. Bird,. 2.­
llewick. Brit. Birds. 1. J 16.-])0(1. Brit. IJirdG. 2.-lAtlt 
Gert. Syn. 2. fj77. l!j.-Lath. Sup. 110 . 

. 
THE Green. Woodpecker i in length thirteen 

inches: beak two inches, du ky, and triangular: 
irides white, . with two circles, the inner one red­
dish: crown of the head ' crimson; toe feather 
tipped with ash-colour; eyes surrounded with 
black; beneath which, in the male is a crim on 
spot bordered h black, in the female wholly 
black; neck, back, lesser wing-coverts and sea. 
pulars, green; rump pale yellow: quills.du ky, 

• 
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184 GREEN WOODPECKER. • 

" 

spotted with whitish; beneath greenish while; 
lesser coverts deeply "bordered ith .green: under 

' parts of e body pale yellow gr~en: tail barred 
with dusky and green, all but the auter feathers 
tipped with black: legs ash-coloured: c1aws much 
hooked; young bird with a slight appeqranc.e of 
crimson on its head. This bird is sometimes 
.found entirely pf a ptLle straw-colour" except the 
crown, which is' ffl.intly marked with red, 

~his species is not uncommon in the woody 
parts of England, and aJ.so most parts of Europe: 
its food consists entirely of insects, which it pro-

.' cures out ~f rottep. tree,s: it is veri fond of ants, 
and, may be' often seen' on the ground attacking 
th~ nests of that iusect; aud as the ants commonly 
reside' a. few inches below the surface, the bird is 
obliged to make a b-reacl"!, in the nest with its beak 
and feet, to force them out, when it makes a 
hearty meal, using its tongue in the manner of the 

, Wryneck: it also co~its great ravages ' amongst 
bees·in the winter. . • 

This bird generally fixes its ' reside~ce . ab ut 
twenty feet from tge gronnd, preferring t~e aspin 
to any other tree, which the male and female al-

-temately bore till ,they have made a h01e of gre;l.t 
depth to secure their egg, which ai'e. four 01 fi ve 
in' number, white, and""placed on the rotten wood . 

, withou any nest. The' h.oIes they make' in the 
trees are as perfect circles as if.thev were made 
"-'ith a pair of comp'~sses. It' ve~y curious to 

. observe them. try all parts o~ a · dead branch until 
jhey find the most sonoro.us, when the strokes ar~ 
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BENGAL WOODPECKER. 5 

i>eiterated with such velocity, that the head car y 
seem.s to move, and the ound may be h Rl'd 

distinctly for half a mile. It i :i dift' I' nt 
parts of England .by the yariou nam 0" 
spite, Rainfowl , Highhoe. H wh Ie ' -bird, 
Peck-a-tree, Yappinga/c, Yam r, ,Voodwall, and 
Poppinjay; and ha a v.ery harsh note. 

BENGAL i'lOODPEC 

~Pic;lS benQalenaL..) 

P. viridis, criJ,la rubra, 'flUc1itJ mgra, fronte et jugulo albo ni­
groque lO(lrio, corpore sl4iJfu:s albo. · 

Green Woodpecker, with a red ere t; top of the neck blncil; 
forehead and jugulum varied with black and white; hody be-
neath white. • . 

Picus bengalensis. · L iIL. S!Jst . Itt. 1. 175. 13 .-G,flrl. 'lIt • 

. Nat. 1. 433.-Lath. Ind. Om. 1.23.5. 2g.-Bris . . 4 . 14 . 2. 

Le Pic vel'd de Bengale. B.ujf. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 'J'J.-IJI1! pl. 
Enl.695. 

Bengal Woodpecker. Albin. S. 22.-Ltth . Gen. S!JII. 2. 580. 
26. . • • 

Spotte'd Indian Woodpecker. Edw. 182: 

'. 

A l\WST beautiful pecie, and nativ of Bengal 
and' Ceylon; is in length about eight inches and 
a half: the beak one inch and a half; and black­
ish ~ crown black, sp'otted ~ith white: back of th 
head with a long crimson crest: sides of the head 
bene~th 'the eye wllite) from whence a white line 

* It has the name of Rain.fo¢l, from the notiol} that it makce 
most noise before rain . •• ' 
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186 BENGAL WOODPECl(Elt., 

passes down the neck; the hind part of wLich is 
black, and the fore~part, and throat, black and 
white mixed: breast, upper part of the belly, and 
sides, white; the feathers margined with brown: 
lower ~it of the belly, thighs, and vent, white: 
upper part of t~e back yellow; lpwer dull green: ' 
utld~r and upper lesser wing;coverts , deep broyvn, 
spotted, with whit~; the ,rest of the wing green, 
spott~rl with lighter green: quills black, striated 
with ,white: taH greenish black: legs and .claws 
blackish. ' 

This bird is subject ~o a slight variation, being 
sometime(foimd with the white spots on the head 
more numerous; and having that part of the back 
black, which in the former is yellowish, and the 
middle; with the. upper and under lesser wing­
coverts of a fine red: throat, breast, and greater .. 
quills brown, the latte; spotted with whit'e: tan , 
brown: most probably the opposite sex, 

, . 

" . ' 
~ 
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, GOA WOODPECKER. 

(Picus goensis.) 

P. viridis su6cristatus, pik~ cocci1leo, cOrpQ 

undo to, temporibus vitta alba, late";bul 
Green Woodpecker, slightly cteskld; .\LIIo._ llI 

body beneath \vhite, waved with OlaICX":: ... 

stripe, sides-of the neck with a black 
Picus goensis . . Gmel. Syst. at . 1. 

235.28. • 
Pic vert de Goa. Buff. ll! 

6g6: 
Go~ Woodp~cker. 

( 
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" 

'. 

PHILTPPINE WOODPECKER. 

(Picus Philippinarum.) . 

P.fusco-'VirVlis cristatus, suhtus alba nigroque macuiatu,s, uropygio 
.' rubro, ~ectricihUJ maculis duabus albi8. 

Brown-green crested Woodpecker. bjmeafu spotted with black 
and white; Tump red; tail-feathers lUth rwq white spots. 

Picus PhiHppinarum. Latlt. Ind. Or". 1. 236. 30. 
Palalaca, ou Pic vert tachete des Philippine&. Buff. Hist. Nat . . 

~is. 7. 21. 
Pic v~rd des Philippines. Buff. Pl. Enl. 6gi. 
Bengal Woodpecker. Lltlt. Gen. Syn. I: 681. 26. B. 

ABOUT eleven inches in length: beak black: 
irides red: h'ead crested: the throat, fore-part of 
the neck, brea t, and belly white; each feather 
margined with black : upp~r tail-coverts of a bright 
red: tail black bl'own, with a white spot on each 
web, forming a band of that colour when the tail 
is ext~nded: rest of the body of a shining brown: 
legs black. 

Called Palalaca by the natives of Luzonia, of 
hich place it is an inhabitant: it is said to make 

a great nojse with its beak, so as.to be'heard above 
a quarter of.~ mile distance. 
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• YELLOW-HEADED R. 

LENGTH about sev 
head and neck yello 
th~ fe;1thers lengthen ........ -­
of'the head is a stripe of the ame lour: pr vatl. 
ing colour olive brown: the r parts pot 
with white, but more thIckly near ~he r t: 
legs lead-colour, This bird i oc ionally found 
with the chill and tbr at po ted • h pa red: 
the under "Parts from thence the vent dLl y 
white, striated with transverse irregular browni h 
streaks. This . itant of 

, Guiana.loBi Cayeane. 
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. ' .. ' . " 
MALA(;CA WOODPECKJ!:It.: 

(Picus malaccensis.) 

P. 'cristatus, pileo hu'merisque coccineis, g~lajuguloque rufofiav'is( 
corpore &UbtU8 albo nigroqul!fasciato, cauda nigra. 

Gresteu Wooupecker, with the crown and shoulders crimson; 
the throat and jugulum. reddish yellow; body beneath barred 
with black and .white, and the tail black. 

Picus malaccensis. Latlt, I"1fd. Grn. 1. 241. 51. , 
Le Pic de Malacca. Son. Voy, Ind. 2, 211. 
Malacca Woodpecker. Lath. Syn. ~up. Ill. 

DESCRIBED by Sonnerat in his V oya,ge to India, 
who says;, it is a native of Malacca: it is· less than 

. P viridis: beak black: irides red: crown dull , 
crimson, and slightly cl'c~tecl; - lliwat and fore. 
part,s of the neck rufous yellow ~ breast, belly, and 
vent rufous whi,te, striated with black 'bands: the 
back dirty reddish grey: lesser wing-covert crim­
son: quills dusky re4 on the outer, and brown 
with white spots on the inner webs: rump g.een­
ish yellow, with black bands: tail black; the fea­
thers very stiff, and the shafts prominent: legs 
black . 

• 



ENCENADA WOODPECKER. 

(Picus variegatus.) 

. ) 

1>. capite suhcristato, lateribus ruhro notato, r.otpore supra trailS. 
'Versim suhtus longitudinaliter fusco alhoque vario, g~it allnl. 

Woodpecker wit.h a slightly crested head, spotted on th sid. 
with red; .body above transver ely, beneath longituclin 111 
varied with fuscous and white; cheeks white. 

~icus varieg·atus. Latll. Ind. Om. 1. 233. 22. 
Picus bicofor. Gmel. S!lst. Nflt . 1. 438. 

Pic varie de la Encenad!\. Buff. Hist . Nat. Ois. 7. 74.-Btiff. 
. Pl. Enl. 748.f. 1. mas. 

Encenada Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 576. 21. 

. Tlns is one of the most beautiful of the Wood­
pecker tribe, amI is in length about six ioche : 
beak lead-coloured: irides white: prevailing co­
lours grey brown a d white, irregularly blended 
together, mixed transversely on the upper part, 
and perpen~icularly on the under: head slightly 
crested, and varied with cri11lson on the sides, 
which are white, · and incline to bro\Vn beneath 
the eye: quills brown, spotted with white: leg 
lead-coloured: female with the whole of the hea 
brown, and without the crest. 

V. IX. P. I . 1~ 
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RED·RUMPED WOOIlPECKER. 

(Picus capensis.) 

P. griseus, collo pect01'e dorsoque fosco-olivaceis, cauda nigra, 
tectricihus uroP!lgioque ruhris. . . 

Grey Woodpecker, with the neck, oreast, and bdck brown-olive; 
tail black; the coverts of .the ta il and the rump red. 

'Picus capensis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 430.-Lath. I nd.Orn. 1. 

237. n. 
Pic ~ tete grise du Cap de Bonne Esperl)Dce. Buff: Hi.t. Nat. 

Ois. 7. 26.-Blfif. Pl. Enl. 786.f. 2. ' 
Cape Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. S!ln. 2. 586. 34. 

BEAK lead-colour: ba.ck, neck, and breast olive. 
brown; the rest of the plumage deep grey, lightest 
on the head; quilI:Hiu:5'ky -; j'UIlJP aud upper tail. 
coverts red: tail black: legs lead.coloured. The 
supposed opposite sex ~1a'S t beak black: head, 
neck, and under parts p'aJe grey: back and wings 
olive brown: crown, rump, ~nd belly crimson: 
tail dusky: legs black. 1 Is found at the Cape of 
Good Hope and Abyssinia, in 'which atter place 
it is called Wye-wa. 

: . 

. . 

. I 
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ORANGE WOODPECKER. 

(Picus nurantius.) 

P. sup~a aurantius, nucha umpygio rcclricihusquc "igris. 
Woodpecker above orange, with tbe hinder part of the neck; 

rump, and tail-feathers black. 
P. aU~Dtius. Lill. S!lst. Nat. 1. . 174. S.-GnIC/. S!Jsl. Nat.!. 
,.430.-Lath. Incl. Om. 1. 237. 35 . 

Picus capitis Bome Spei, Bris.4. 78. 3. f. 6.f. J. 

Pic du Cap de Bonne Esperance. B~tf. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7. 24. 
Orange Woodpecker. Lath. Gm. '!Ill. 2. 585. 32. 

THIS beautiful bird, which is a nati,'e of the 
Cape of Good !jope, 'is in length ten inches and a 
half: beak one inch and a half, Oond lead.coloured : 
crown and back of the bead red; the feather ' long 
and narrow: ii'om the eye to the hind head on 
each side is a stripe of white, and another fr m 
the nostrils passing beneath the eye and down the 
sides of th,e neck; the hi[ld P;ll"t and side of 
which are blackish: the cheeks, throat, and for -
part of the neck dirty grey, with the margins of 
each feather blackish: scapulars of a gilded green, 
with an' orange tinge: upper part of the back of 
a fine gQlden orange; lower part with the rump 
and upper tail.coverts blackish: wing-coverts 
blackish brown; ~ome of them with a dirty grey 
spot on the 'tips; and the greater ones neare t the 
body gilded olive, some of them spotted in a s~ 
Milar way, but those farthest ftom the body plain 
brown: quills dark brown; most of th~m spotted 



196 LESSER BLACK WOODPECKER.-

. with dirty white: breast, belly, sides, thighs, and 

. under tail-co erts dirty white, the feathers mar­
gined with brown, except those of the tail-coverts, 
which are blackish; there is also a transverse stripe ' 

. of black on the latter: tail black: legs and clawi 
pale lead-colour. ' . 

LESSER BLACK WOODPECKER. 

(Picus hiruI.1dinaceus.) 

P •. niger, occipite cristato rum-o, humeris albido prt.;ctatis, abdom;ne 
iriferiore albo. 

Black Woodpecker, with the hinder part of the head crested 
and red; shoulders spotted. with _w~ish; lower. part of the 
abdomen white. . 

Picus hirunilinaceus. Lath. Syst. Nat. 1. 171-. 5.-Gmel. Syst . 
Nat. 1. 42(j.-Latl!. Ind. am. 1.227. 8. • 

Picus flavipes.. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 438. 
Le petit Pic noir de Cayenne. Buff. Hist. Nat. au. 7.54.­

Buff. Pl. Elll. 694. 2. 
Yellow-legged Woodpecker. Pen. Arct. Zool. 2. 167. 
'Lesser Black Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 559· ';. 

THIS variable species is in length about seven 
inches: beak an inch and a quarter, and brown:. 

, irides whitish: general colour black: hind head 
red: edges of the wings and lower part of the 
belly white: legs yellowish: claws black: one 
mentioned by Buffon differs in some resp'ects from 
the above, having a white line above the eye, and 
towards the back of the head a few yellowish 

. .spots: do~n the middl~ .of the head a dash of red : 
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belly and sides black and grey mixed: lower pa.rt 
of the back and rump as in the fir t van ty' the 
whole of the rest black, with a bluei h glo' : 
female wants the red and yellow on the head en. 
tirely: there is a varit:ty als; t~at has not the red 
spot on the head, but instead thereof ha a circle 
of yellow. 

Dr. Latham mentions a still more curiou va· 
riety, which is rather larger in size, having a red 
spot on the crown of the head, with a whit mark 
on each side, in which the eye is placed: hind 
head golden: middle of the breast and side dark 
crimson: vent barred with black and white: wing 
and"tail black; some of the secondary quill tipped 
with white at the very extremity: female ha the 
head entirely black, eXl'E>.pt. a narrow line of whittl 
over the eyes. Inhabits North America and 
Cayenne. 

. . 
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GOLD-BACKED ' WOODPECKER. 

(Piou~ senegalensis.) 

P. fronte genisque fuscis, pileo rubro, dorso remigibusque fulvo­
aureis, corpore suhtus griseofusco alboque undulato. 

Woodpecker with the forehead and cheeks brown; crown red; 
.. back and quills fUlvous gold; body beneath grey, waved l!ith 

. .brown and white. 
P. senegalensis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 430.-Lath. Ind. Om. 1. 

237. 3~. 
Le petit Pic du Senegal. Buff. Rist. Nat. ~is. 7. 25.-Buff. 

Pl. Enl. 345.f. 2. 
Gold-backed Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 586. 33. 

THE Gold-backed lVoodpecker is -very little 
longer than a Sparrow: beak rllJsky: crown red: 
forehead and sides broWll: quills and back . of a 
golden fulvous yellow: the under parts of the 
body transversely waved with grey brown and dull 
white: coverts and ru~p greenish: the tail-fea­
thers black, an except the two middle ones spotted 
with yellow: legs dusky. Is an inhabitant of 
Senegal. 

' . 
• 
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RA YED WOODPECKElt. 

(Picus .striatus.) 

P. 11iger olivaceo striatus, su.htus olilXlCC1.ls, vcrtice occipite uroP!I# 
gioljue rubris, collo subtus pectoreque griseo:fi!scis. 

Black Woodpecker striated with olive, beneath oliv ceou ; 
crown, hind head, and rump req; lower part.of the neck Im,f 
breast brownish grey. 

Picus striatu. Gmel. Syst. Nat . 1. 427.-Latll, Inri. Om. i. 

238. 39.- ~eil. Gis, de L'AlIlcr. Sept. 2. 61-
Picus dominicensis striatus. Briss. 4. 65. 2-'. t. ".f 1. 

Pic raye de St. Domingue. Buff. Hi.rt. Nol. Ois.7. 27.-BII.lf. 
Pl. Elll. 2&1. 614.-Vieil. Ois. de L·A1II fr. ·('pt .')..61. 114 . 

Hayed Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. SYIl . 2.587. 30. 

IN length eight inches and three quarter : b :Jk 
horn-colourcQ. : crown and back of tllC heau r d : 
forehead, cheeks, and throat grey: upper part of 
the body black, striated transversely with olive: 
fore-part .of the ueck, breast, and under wing­
coverts grey brown: belly, side , thighs, and under 
tail-coverts olive: quills blackish, pott dOl) the 
outer webs with yellow, and on the iuno !, ith 
whitish: tail black; the two outer feather edged 
with grey ; beneath olive : Jegs and claws blacki h: 

. female l'ather less ; the top of the head black: in 
her respects the plumage i similar to the male. 

Inhabits St. "Domingo. , .. 

. . 
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PASSERINE WOOD~ECKER. 

(Picus passerinuil.) 

P. o/ivaceo;/lavicans, subtus fusco candicanteque fasciatus, capite 
supra rubro. . 

Yellowish-o~ive Woodpecker, beneath harred with brown and 
.. whitish; upper part of .the head red. 
Picus passcrinus. Lin. Syst. Nat. r. 174. 6.-Gmel. Syst. Nat. 

1. 427..-Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. Z38. 4O.-Yieil. Ois. (Ie VAll~. 
Sept. 2. 61. • . 

Picus dominicCDsis minor. Briss. 4.-7'5. 29. t. 4.1.2. 
Petit Pic oliye de St. Domingue. Bvff. Rist. Nat. Ois. 7.29.­

Vieil. Oi6" d~ L' Amer. Sept. 2. 01. 115. 

Passerine Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2.588. 37.--Lath.SYll. 
Sup. 110. 

THIS bird is an inhabitant of the island of St. 
Domingo, and likewise of Cayenne, and is in 
length six inches: beak neady an inch, and grey: 
upper part of the head in the male J:ed; in the 
female brown; sides rufous grey: upper parts of 
the body yellowish olive; beneath transversely 
striated with whitish and brown: upper wing­
coverts in general tipped with a yellowish white 
spot; the inner edges ~f the greater quills brown,· 
dentated with whitish; the outer edges and the 
two first feathers plain: tail brown; the two middle 
feathers with two grey spots on e~ch margin, out­
wardly edged with olive; the two outer ones brown 
mixed with grey, the exterior one tipped with 
whitish; legs and claws grey. . 
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YELLOW-CRESTED WOODPECKER. 

(Picu8 ftayescens.) 

P. niger fiavo-fasciatus, capite crista dependfmte, gtda gin;' cer. 
viceque }lavis. 

Black Woodpecker fasciated with yellow; head with a long de­
pendent crest, which, with the tpront, cheeks, nnd top of the 
neck is yellow. 

Picus fiavescens. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 427.-Latl~. I"d. Om. 1. 
23g.42. 

Yellow-creste(rW~odpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 589. 39· 

THE Yellow-crested Woodpecker is a native of 
Brasil, and' is about the size of a Jackdaw: head 
with ll. very long pale yellow crest: throa.t, ch ek , 
and upper part of the neck, yelJow = wing and 
back black, transversely striated with broad bar 
of light yellow: belly and tail black: thighs and 
lesser wing-coverts pale yellow: tail. coverts bright 
yellow: legs dark gr.een. 

• .. 

• 
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YEI,LOW WOODPECKER. 

(P.icu.s flavicans .. ~ 

P.jla'Vicans, occipite cristato, remigiousfuscis; rectricibus nigris. 
~eIIowish Woodpecker, ' with the hind head crested, quills 

brown" and the' t~i1~feathers black, 
Picus fiavjcanS: Latl~. Ind. Orn. J. 240.44. 
Picus exalbidus. .{Jmel. Sys •. Ntlt. 1. 428. 
Picus oayanensis albus. Bris6. 4. 81. 31. ' 

Pic jaune de C!yenne. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7.. 32.-BuJf. Pt. 
Enl.509. . ' " 

Yellow Woodpecker. Lath. Gen: Syn. '2. 5gt . 41. 

TEN inches in Jen~th: beak above an inch, and 
yellowish' white: head, neck, and boay covered 
with .dirty white f-eathers: head cre~ted ~ a red 
stripe on eat;~ Sloe from tne wer Jaw to the ears: 
wing-coverts brown, with yel~owish margins; some 
of the greater ones rufous on the inne1' web.,: quihls 
brown: legs and claws grey: is subject to sEght 
variety, being om imes. found of a l~ght yellow 
colour ins tea dirty white: tail black: ' female 
waIibJ the red ark on the· side of the head. 

This bir akes its nest in old trees that are 
rotten it m, but sound without; it begins by 
perforating tne sound part in a horizontal direc­
tion, wbich having performed, it declines until the 

. o1~ is about eighteen inches in d~p h; the male , 
and female work together till the nest is finished, 
when' the latter lays tJiree nearly-round white eggs; 
which are hatched in the .beginni~g of April: it 
'is ' very common at Cayenne, where it is caUe,de 
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GOLD-CRESTED WOODPECKER. 

Charpentier ja.ttne. The not of tm bird i ~ a in­
gular kind of whistle ix times repeated, but the 
three 1ast are ,more grave than the re ~ 

.. .: 

GOLD-CRESTED WOO,qrEC 

(Picus melanochlor .) 



CAYENNE WOODPECKE~ 

(Picus cayanensis.) 

P. aliu!lceus nigra striatu8, &ubtus jla.uitalJs, occipite rubra, oVertice 
gulaque nigro, genu albidis. . 

Olive Woodpeclter striated with black, beneath yellowish; hind 
head red; crown and throat black; cheeks whiti~h. 

Picus .cayanensis. Gmef. '!fst. Nat. 1. 428 .-Lath. Ind. Om. 1. 

~39·43. 
Picus striatus cayanensis. Briss. 4,69: 27. 
Pe 't Pic raye·.de Cayenne. Buff • .Hist . Nat. ~is. 7. 31.-Buff. 

Pl. Enl. 613. 
Cayenne Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 590. 40.-Lath. S!Jn. 

Sup. Ill. . ' . . 

V ERY similar to Picus melanochloros, but not 
above half the :size, being only sevt!n iIl"Ghes and a 
half in length: the beak ten lines and a half, and 
blackish: crown of the head biack; hind head. 
red; sides whitish, with a crimson streak on each 
side of the under jaw in the male: throat black, 
minutely spotted with white: fore-part of the 
neck and bre~st dull yellowish olive, with a small 
black spot neal' the end of each feather, and some 
of them wid~ red tips: .belly and sides yellowish; 
thighs and under tail-coverts the same, but spotted 
with black: hi!1d part .of the neck and back yel. 
lowish olive, but each feather of the lower part of 
the latter, with those of the rumR and upper tail~ 
coverts, is spotted with black near the tip: sea· 
pulars and wing-coverts dull olive, ·transversely • 
barred with blackish: quills the same, with yellow 

, 

\' .. 
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BLACK-BREASTED WOODPECKER. .. 5 

sh.aft.s, s~otted. on the out ide with yellow, a~d 
. withm with .whlte: tail black; the i middle fea­
thers barred with dull oliye on the outcr web . , 
but the two mlodle one barr d th arne on th 
inner web; the ' two xt rior on s with yellow 
shafts, and barred with black and rufou e 
grey: claws grey brown: found :it ·~ayenne. 

BLACK-BREASTED WOODPECKBn. 

(Picus multicolllr.) 

P. cristatus TIffos, capite gt~la cer'IJiceque supremo fuJ.rnJ, infimo 
jugulo pectore alarumque maculis 71igri • 

Crested Woodpecke~, with the head, throat, and upper part of 
the back of the neck fulvous ; the lower part, jugulum, breut, 
nnd spots on the wings black: 

Picus tnulticolor. Gmel. Syst. Nut. 1. 42g.-Lath. Ind. Onl. 1. 
240.46. 

Pic ~ ravnte noire. Btif. Hist. Nat. OU. 7. 35.-BujJ. Pl. £,.1. 
863. 

Black-breasted Woodpecker. Latl •. Gtm. SYII. 2.593.43. 

BEAK pale: head, throat, and hind part of thp. 
neck orange-yellow: 'with a black coUar round th 
neck, extending in front over the brea t: head 
crested: back and wings bright rufous, the latter 
with a few black spots: quill marked with black: 
be1J¥ and vent ferruginou ' buff: tail black at the 
tip, rufous with black spots at the ba e: legs lead. 
coloured: 

This sp'ecies is very destructive to trees; it is 
fourid at Cayenne and Guiana: by the natives of 
the latter place it is called Toucoumari. 
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RED-CHEEKED WO.ODPECKER. 

(Picus undatus.) 

P. tdceus nigra U'Tidulatus , temparibtts sanguineis. 
Testaceous Woodpecker undillated with. black ; sides of the head 

bright red. 
Picus undatus. Lin •. Syst. Nat. 1. J 75. 10~-G.vlel. Syst. Nat. 

1. 432.-Latlt. Ind. (J/·n. 1. ~41. 47. • 
Red-cheeked Wdodpeckel'. Ed:.v. 332.-Latlt. Gen. Syn.2. 594. 

4~. . 

ACCORDING. to Edwards, this bird IS in l.engfh 
about nine inches: beak brownish: from the an­
gles of the mouth, pasging beneath the eyes, is 2 

. bro~d plat of red feathers: the whole bird is of a 
dun colour, 0'1' orange inclining to olive, marked 
with dusky bars:. legs dusky. Found at the same 
places as the last . 

. . 

: 



RUFOUS WOODPECKER. 

(Picus rufus.) 

07 

P. rufUl nigro ulIdulatlls, alis cauda C()rp~rcqllc slIhtu& ,ahmt. 
tioribus. 

Rufous Woodpecker undulated with black, with the wings, taD, 
and body beneath darkest. • 

. Picus rufus. Gmcl. Syst.. al . 1. 432.-Lath. Ind. Om. 1. 
241.48. 

Pic roux. BI1f. Hist. Nat. nis. 7. 36.-BWJ. I'l. Elll.6g4. 1. 

Rufous Woodpecker. Latli. Gell. Syn. 2. 594. 
{3. pectore nigro, sub oculis maclila 1I1G[,o'fla coccinea. 
With the bl'east black, and a large crimson pot beneath the cycs. 
Picus rufus {3. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 241. 48. 
Rufous Woodpecker. Latlt. Syn. Sup. Ill. D • • 

THIS binI is very similar tu tLe pc ceding, and 
may eventually prove to be merely a variety: it 
i~ entirely of a rufous colour; darkest on the 
breast and belly, rather lighter on the wings and 
tail, and lightest on the back and rump: the whole 
body is ,~aved with black streaks : beak pale: male 
with a crimson streak on each side the jaw: logs 
lead..coloured. 

Dr. Latham mentions a variety which appears 
to connect this and the foregoing species together, 
as it is of an intermediate size between the two; 
the principal ~ifference appears to be in the bflr 
on the breast being so very broad as to give it the 
appearance at first sight of being black; it has 
likewise a very large patch of erim. on beneath 

. the eyes: this and the preceding variety occur in 
Cayenne and Guiana; 

• 
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GORGET WOODPECKER. 

(Picus pectoralis.) 

P. rufus nigro undulatus, abdomine rtifescente nigro maculato, 
fascia pectorali nigra. 

Red Woodpecker waved with black; abdomen reddish with 
black, spots; with a black band on the breast. 

Picus pectoralis. Lath. Syn, SU'1)' II. XXXII. 4. 
Gorget Woodpecker. Lath. Syn. Sup. II. Add. 372. . . 

THE Gorget Woodpecker js in length about ninE: 
inches: beak pale horn-colour; head, neck, and 
uppe'r parts chesnut, getting paler towards the 
rump, which with the vent is nearly' white, with 
black spots: back and wings IDllrked with nu­
merous curved transverse black crescents; with 
one very large across the breast, from whence t~' 
the vent the colour is pale dusky rufous, spotted 

, with black: tail-feathers black: is very like Picu.s 
rufus. -

'. 
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•• FERRUGINOUS WOODPECKER. 

(Picus cinnamom u .) 

P·ferrugineo-r;innamomcus, moculis spalsi. llo ica.lib • capiti 
crista dorsofJuc infimo jlm,is.1 calida 'ligro. . 

Woodpecker of il ferruginous cinnamon colour, prink! d \I'ith 
yellowish spots, with the cre.t of the head, and th 101 r part 
of the back, yellow; tail black. • 

Picus·cinnamomcus. Glllel. Sysi. Nat. 1. 42 .-Lath.IIIIl. rll. 

1. 240. 45.-Vieil. Oi . Ii L'Amer. S('pl. '2. 59. 
Le Pic· mordore. B,q[. R ist. at . Vis. 7. 3.J.-V;rit. Ois. de 

L'Amer. Sept. 2. 59.111. 
Pic jaime ach~t~ 'de Cayenn'e. Bf!!'. Pl. EIl/. 524. mnlo. 
Ferruginous Woodpecker. ,Pen. Aret. :4001 . • 15 .~ (Ill&. ell. 

S!fn • . 2. 592. 42. 

THIS most beautiful 6 cfis about el n inche 
in length: beak black: head with.a dark eUo j h 
cream-coloured crest: throat, ith n lar rim-. 
son spot on each side: upper parts of th b dy 0 

a:reddish cinnamon colour, sprink led wi a.t; w 
yellowish-whit~ Sp6ts: lower part of the b· ' " yel­
lowisl~ ash.colour: tail and leg 'black: 1) male 
without the crimson spot on the side of the thro t, 
Found in.various parts of America, particularly in 
Guiana' and ' Cayenne. ' 

. ., 
" 

• 

". IX, 1'. I. 
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RED-WINGED WOODPECKER. .. 
(Picus miniatus.) 

P. obscure ru/Jer, capite cristato,jugulo roseo, abdomine albo, re-
" migibus nigris albo maculatis, rectricibz.s cyaneis. 

Dull red Woodpecker, with a crested head; jugulum rose-co­
loured ; abdomen white; ..quills black, with white spots; tail-
feathers blue. ' 

Pic us miniatus. Gmel. Syst. Nat . 1. 432.-IAth. Ind. Om. J. 
24). 50. 

Red.wing Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2.595. 27. ' 

THIS curious bird..is nine inches in length: beak 
dusky blue: head crested, and of a dull red co­
lour: hind. part of the neck, back, and wing-

' coverts, red: quill black, 'marked with Jarge 
white spo(.~: chiD with ~ yellow spot: fore.part 
of the neck ,rose-colour: belly white.: tail dark 
blue; its coverts green: legs dusky. Taken on 
the heights of ;Java, and calleg. by ~he Malayans, 
Tock r. 
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MINUTE WOODP ECKER • 

• 
(Picu inutus.) 

. . 
P. griseo.nifus, sllbius albidltS fo co undul.allls, 1>t:rlire ruh,'O, oc­

cipite lIig1'O, laterihltS capitis alho tIIacJatr • 
Reddish.gr.ey 'Voodpeckcl·, beneath white, with brown wav I; 

crown red ~ hind head black; the iii oftbe h ud ~pottcd with 
white. • . 

Picus minutus. La'''. llld: Orn. 1. 41~ s~. 
PiCU8 cayallensis minor. Briss. 4. 3. 32. 
Yunx minutlssimus. ·GlIlet . . Sysl. ~. 1. (2 • 

Le tres-p8tit Pic de Cayeil11e. Buff. {i.!1 7.-
Buff. Pl. EIIl. 786. ). 

Minute Woodpecker. Lath. Gell. ,~. i . .')9 

THIS specit!s is the smaIJe. t of the ('f us, being 
only .three .inches and a half in length: beak 
black: crown of the hearl red: ba k f th head 
black, spotted witl\ white: side oftbe head brown, 
likewise spotted ,~ith white: the upper parts of 
the body dirty greyish rufous; under parts gr y"! 

. ish white: the feathers margin d with brown: 
quills and tail ' brown, with paler- edge : 1 g 
brown: female is said to want the red crown. 
Native of Cayenne. 

• . .. 
r 

. . 



BANK· WOODPECKER • 

• (Picus Pitius.) 

P.fuscus, albo guttatus, cauJa brevi. 
Brown Woodpecker with white spots an.:1 short tail. 
Picus pitius . . Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 432 .. -Latlt. Ind. Om. 1. 

234.26. 
Bank Woodpecker. Lath. Syn. Sup. II. 141.3. 

TH1:; plumiige pf the Bank 'Wpodpecker is n· 
tirely brpwn, spotted with white, and the bird is 
about the size of a Pigeon: it is an inhabitant of 
Chili; it does not maKe its nest in the hpllows of 
trees, like . the rest of the genus, but in holes on 
the elevated banks of rivers: it lay.s four eggs: 
and it is-much esteemed as food by ~he natives : 
its tail is very short. 

. . 
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GOLD-WINGED WOODPECKER, 

(Picus nuratu .) 

P. gri~eo ,~ig~o9ue transVC1'Silll slriatll • lpttrihll' ptctort'l~ 
medlo mgns, nucha rubra, uropygio albtJ • 

. • Woodpec~er tr~nsversely striated 'with black and gr y; til id 
of the throat and the middle of the br t hI c ; hind p rt f 
the nend ret!; rump white. 

P~cus auratus. Lin. S!/st. Nat. 1. 114. g.-Gtul. d. 1. 1. 
430.-Lath. Illd. Om. 1. 242.52. PAil. Traas. 0'1. 81. 

Picus Canadensis striatus. Brill, 4. n. 2S. Yi ii. . lie 
L' Amer. Scpt. 2. 66.-

Le Pic aux ailes dorees. BIfIf. HUt, Bal, 0;,.7. 99. 
Pic raye du Canada. Bif. PL Enl. 693. . 
Le Pic dore. Vicil. Ui,. de L'Amer. &,to t. 66.) . 
Gold-winged Woodpecker, ~n. Ard. tool. !lS.-Lath . fll. 

Sy". 2. 597. 49.-Lath. Syn. Slip. ll). 
, . 

THIS remarkable arid b utiful bird i than 
the com n gi'een W oodp ker: the b k is v ry 
different from that of the re t of the g nu , bing 
rouQded, and ridged only on the top; it is one 

. inch and a half in length, blac~, somewhat b nt, 
and sharp at the point: upper parts of the head 
and necK ash-coloured : hir;Jd part of the h ad red: 
sides of the latter, tbroat, and fore-part of th 
neck, 'pale yellow: on each side of the head, from 
the base of tM lower jaw to the neck, i a tripe 
of black: back, scapulars, and wing~cover ,grey ' 
brown, transver~ely ,striated with black Jines: 
breast, belly, and sidee, whitish. yellow, each fea­
ther with a. round black spot at the tip: on the 
middle of the breast is. a 'large crescent of black; 

. . 



iJ4 GOLD:'WINGED WOODPECKER. 

the thighs, upper and under tail-coverts, black 
and white, mixed: quills brown, shafts yellow, 
spotted with brown on the outer edge: rump 
whitish: tail blackish, outwardly edged with grey; 

t the exterior feathers spotted with white on the 
margins; the shafts of all but the two middle fea­
thers are yellow rlalf way from the base: legs and 
claws brown: the female has the Crown indo necl~ . 
behind grey hrown: the red on the back 'of t~e 
head not so ·brilliant; but she want's the black 
mark on the throat, and the greater lllli.1ls are hot 
spotted on the edges. This species is very abun­
dant in most parts of North America, where it is 
kftown by thp. names .of Hillock. or Pint, tl'om its 
note, and Biglt-lwle, ii'om the situation of its nest. 
It is seldom known to climb trees in the manner 
of the rest of the genus, but 'is almo~t continnally 
on the ground in search of insects, on which it 
principally feeds, but when there is a arcity of 
these, it is said to eat the berries of the re~ cedar, 
both of which make it very fat, wh~n it is este~med 
as very fine eating: it stays in the sou.thern .parts · 

, ~ll the year, but in the northern is said to appear 
in April" and disappear in September: it lays from 
four to six eggs ' in hollow trees, and is caUed by 
the natives in the neighbourhood of Fort Albany, 
Qut!tee-qua'l,6-now. 

• 

• 
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CAPE · WOODPECKER • 

(Picus cafer.) 

15 

P. s1tprafo$~us, subtus 'Vinaceus, macul;; rotund" nigril, alif ttW­
tus scapisque remigurn et rectr{cum miniaceis. 

Woodpecker a~ove fuscous, beneath reddish, with black r undo 
:. ish spots; wings bimellth, and the sbafte of the qUill and tail. 

feathers, bright red. 
Picus cafer. Gmtl. S!lst. Nat. 1. 43 I.-Lath. Ind. 0,.". 1. 

. 24.2.53. 
Gold-winged Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. SYfI. 2. 599. 49. A. 

. THIS bird is extremely like P. auratu , but is 
rather ]e~!;: bellk Q;mill.lr to ft in milke, but 
hrow~: on each side of the jaw a crim on treak: 
upper part of the plumage brown; lower part vi. 
naceous, wi h black spots: shafts of the quill and 
tail red: the under parts of the wings pale r 
tail black, pointed, each feather bifid at the tip: 
legs and claws brown. Native of the ape of 
Good Hope. • 

. . 
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CRIMSON-BREASTED WOOI1P ECKER. 

(Picus.olivaceus.) 

P. olivaceo:fus"CUs , uropygio sutul·ate, pectore pallide coccineis, cor-
" pore toto macttl~s pallidis, cl ·issofosciaf¥~ca. . 
Brown olive Woodpecker, with the rump darker; breast pal.e 

crimson; the. whole .body.with pale spoOl; rent with a bro\v!l 
band. • . 

Picus oJivaceus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. : 1. 431.-Lath. Ind. Orn. 
1. 242.54. 

Crimeon-breasted Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. Syn. 2. 599. 50. 

THIS specie~ i~ likewise a native of the Cape of 
Gaod Hope, ::Inri ha.~ a ~imilar be~k to P. auratus; 
it is black, and two ir!ches in length: the: upper 
parts of the head, neck, and b(}dy, are du kyolive 
brown, faintly dotted with paler brown·: throat 
a d fore-part of the neck dusky brown, marked 
with a few slight paler spots; lower part of the 
ne~k and breast pale crimson: rump the same, 
but paler, and marked with still paler spots: quills 

, . dark br9wn, mar ed on each web with oblique 
cream-coloured bars: vent dusky. brown, marked 
with faint bars of a paler colour: shafts of the 
quills and tail yellowish; the latter two inches in 
length, black above, and olive yellow eneath ; 
forked like the two last: legs black. 

. . , 

.. 
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PORTORICQ WOOD]> 

(Picus Port~ricen ii.) 

P. niger, subtlts COCcillCUs,froll te IIIfe1'cilii , ··rop!J,ui09,.lIr aIM • 
Black Woodpecker, beneath s rlet; rump, for heua, Rod 

over the eyes: white. 
Picus PortOl'icensis. Shaw. Zool. Misc. 22. 
Pic de Portorlco. Daud. Ani~, MfA, rl'Hi14 
Portorico Woodpecker. S/low. ZooI.1rIw,_ 

. 
T HE upper part~ of is 

under parts brig 8c~let, ' 
the rump; foreh d, and ' a 
which are white: ~ak Ra4-'C:oItNF 
abo~t ten inches in led 
in colour as the male, ~ condary 
qJlills edge'd with white. 

Described iri the Annales de Mif86um d' j toil, 
N aturelle by M, Daudin, who inform u that it 
ii'i a native .of Portorico, 

. .. 
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TRIDACTYLIA. TRWACTYLIA. 

Generic Character . 

Rostrum polyedrum, rectum; 
jpice cuneato. 

Nares·penn~s lJetaceis reCUnl­
bentibus obfectre. . 

Pedes tridactyli, digitis duo­

us anticis, uno postico. 

• 

Beak many-sided, straight; 
wedge-shaped at the tip. 

Nostrils c?vered with. seta­
ceous recumbent feathers. 

Feet . with only three toes, 
placed two before and one 
behind. • 

'W E ha.ve separated :his gen~; from picp·s on 
account· of the numbee of toes, this having but 
three, whereas the genuine Pici are all furnished 
with four, as already mentioned in our generic 
character. . . 

• 
• 

• 





. , DO'!NY TRIDACTYLJA • 

(Tridactylia hirsuta.) 

Ta. alba nigraqu8 varia. 
Tridnctylia varied with black and • 

1 

Picus hirsutus. rieil. Ois. de L'J-n. &pt. 2. 6: . 
Picus tridactylis. Li,l. S:Jst. Nat. 1. 177. 21.-Li". Fall". 

S"ec. 103.-Gmel. '11t. Nat. i. 4Sg.-PW. T ,'alls. 62. 38 ._ 
Lath. I nd.' On" .L. 243: .5G: 

'Fhree-toed Woodpecker, Edw. tl4.-Ptm. Ar~, Zool. l. 168. 
-Lath. Gen .. S!J'" 2.600. 5'1.-lAll.~. "p. 112 , 

Le Pic n pieds vetus. Vinl. Oil •• L·A.~. 8 pt. 2, 68. 124. 

IN length eight inches and a half: beak an inch 
long~ and .broad at .the ba e, the upper ml.ndiblc 
du ky, the under one white; tip of each du ky: 
crown. of t.he head bright yellow; ' id of the 
head, in front of, nft beneath h eye, pott d 
with black and white; with a Whit tr behind 
the eye ,: . midclle of the- ua 'k. bUt: • 
of the body an~ wings black: WDlIa.c 

quills slightly spotted with white: 
'breast, white: belly striated trans~81111* 
and white: tail consisting of twelve then~ the 

• t"Yo middle of which are black, spo~<with w . e ' 
,. on the inner webs; an the rest, but the most xte. 

rior one, which is white, and buff-coloured OIl the 
outer web, ,are black, with orange-buff tip : legs 
with only three toes,. placed, two for~ and one 
bebind. • This bird varies both in size and mark. 
ings, being sometimes fOUnd near ten inc~es in 

ngth, with the sides of' the belly. tran verseJy 



WAVED 'FRIDACTYLIA. 

barred wit~ black and white; and with the back 
plain b1ack. Female-has the crown of the 'head 
black, with a few perpendicular. w~ite lines. 

This bird is generally found in high northern 
latitude.s, although it occasionally occurs in Aus. 
tria, and near· Woronesch, on the Don. It is 
likewise abundant" in the north of America, about 
the river Severn, and is said to feed on worms, 
which it procures from the rotten trees. 

WAVED TRIDACTYLIA. 
If 

(Trida.ctylia undulata.) 

. TR. alba nigraqut varia, $uhtu$ alba. . 
Tridactylia varied with black and white, beneatq white. 
Picus undulatus. Vieil. Dis. de L 'Amer. Sept. 2. 69. 
Picus tridactylis. {3. Lath. ind, Om. 1.243.56. 

· Pic\l~ VAr; Ir' {'ay.mon~i.. Rri .•.•. 9-. !;4. 20. 

Epeiche, ou Pic varieS onde. Buff. Hist. Nat. Ois. 7.;,]8. 
Pic tachete de Oayenne. Buff. Pl. Enl. 553. 
Le Pic onde. Vieil: Dis. de L' Amer. Sept. 2. 69. 
Southern three-toed Woodpecker. Lath. Gen. S!ln. 2. 601. 

51. A. , 

THIS bird. was firs~ described by Brisson: it 'i. 
iB le)1gth about eight 'inches: beak one inch, and 
ash;coloured: crown of the head red.; the rest and 
upper pal:ts -of:the body bhick: under the eye a 
streak of white: 'back and rump with a few'trans: 
vers~ white stripes:: under patts white; w~th th~ 
sides, 'thighs, and'under wing-coverts striated ,:"ith 

• 



WAVED T1UDACTYLIA 1 

black: quiUs-black, with white spot four middl 
tail-feathers black,. the rest of the tail of t at co-
1011r, but the two outer feather white from th 
middle, and spott.ed with black on the tip and 
inner webs: legs cinereous : claws brown: Ii mal 
without the ·red on the heau, or the white 011 th 
back and rump. 

This bird is said by Brisson to inhabit Cayenn . : 
the figure in Butfon's· Planches Enlumin 'e ha 
four toes, placed two and two, and has two tr k 
on each side the head; in other resp cts it i imilar 
to the above . 

• 

• 
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• G ALBULA. J ACA:\1}\R. 

Generic ~haracter. 

Rostrum rectum, longism­
mum, qUailrangulare, acu-

" tUm. 
,Nares ovatre ad basin rostl·i. 

Beak I ng, straight, sharp­
pointed, and quadrangu­

. lar. , 
Nostrils oval, situated near 

the base of the beak. 
Lingua brevis, acuta. Tongue short, and ~cute. 
Pedes simplices, digitis duo:. j Feet simpl-e, with two toes 

bus a'oticis, duobus posticis. b~fore, and t 0 behind. ' 

W Eare vf}ry little acquainted with the reco­
nomy of the biras comprisea in this genus, of 
which there are but a fe'Y species known; they 

. are very much.allied to the Kingsfishers;' but their 
feet are totally different, and they inhabit moist 
woods, whereas the Kingsfishers are only fou'~d 
near the sides of ri,:ers: . they have ten feathers in 
their tail, and ·are called by the natives of Guiana 
by the name Venetolt. . 

.. 
" 

'. 
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GREEN JACA 

(Galbula viridis.) 
• 

G. cauda cuneiformi, corpore supra II;ridi-ll1lrCO, SItUIII "fo, guJa 
alba. 

Jacamar with a wedge-shaped tail; body of a gold n-grcen • 
above, rufous beneath, and throat white. 

GalbuJa viridis. lAtlt. Ind. Orll. J. 2-14. 1. 

Alcedo GalbuJa. Lill. s,yst. Nnt. 1. 181. 15.-Gmtl. '!1st. J at. 
1. -t5g. 

Galbula. Briss. 4. 86. 1. 

Jacamicirl. Edw. 334 • . 

Le Jacamar. Buff. Hist. Nat. Oi,. i. 220. lo.-B_.!'. Pl. Enl. 
238.-Vieil. Hist. Nat. des Jaca",.,.,. ~ 1. 

Green Jacamar. Lath. GCJI. ~. 2. 608. J. 

THIS splendid bird is' about the iz of a lark: 
beak bla'ck, slight])~ incurved, and sb r 
point, about two inches in len lr: irid s 
prevailing colour on the upper part of the 
of a most brilliant, changeabJe gree~ gl 
~opper and gold: chin \vhite; belly an 
fous: tail wedge-shaped, consisting 
thers; the two middle feathers very 1 
outer ones much ~horter: legs . h Y l1ow, 
short and weak: claws black. This bird is some­
times found with the belly and throat rufous, and 
the chin yellowish, instead of white. 

This j~ a very solitary bird? and it is rarely seen 
in company with anotner : it frequents such moist 
woods as 'abound with irJsects.on which it feeds: 
its flight is shorf and quick; and it per.che on 
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224 RED-THltC!A,TED JACAMAR. • 

branches of-trees in the thickest parts of the woods, 
where i~ remains all night and part oftqe Clay 'Yith­
out moving: although a solitary species, i\ is far 
from scarce. 

It is called at Guiana Venetore, and is eaten by 
some of the natives of Brasil. It is said to have 
an agreeable note. 

RED-THIWATEU .JACAl\1AR • 

(Galbula rubricolJis. ) 

G. supra viridi-aurfa, luhius rufa; gula rubrd. 
Jacamar above of gilded greep, . beneath rufous, with a red 

throat. 
Le Jacamar '!l gorge rouse. V.ieil. Hist. Nat. des Jacamars . 
. 4.2. 

• COMMONLY considered as a variety of the pre­
ced!ng, but establi hed as a species on the au­
thority of Monsieur Vieillot, who has figured it as 
distinct: it agrees in manners and reconoiny with 
G. viridis; but differs pl'inc'ipally in having the 
throat red instead of white; and the tail being 
longer in proportion .. 



• 
• 

• 5 

P.ARADl E JAC.HIAn . . 
(Galbula parlldisen.) 

G. rectricihus duabus illtermediis /ulI:;issimis, CQrporl' ~Tilli.~UI'tO, • 
j uglflo alisque subtru a/bis. 

Jacamar with the two middle tail. feathers very long; body ~rcen. 
gold; jUgU1Upl and wings beneath white. 

Galbula par:hlisea. Lath. Illd. 0 1'11. 1.245. 3. 
Alcedo paradis ea. LiJI. Sy.<f. Xat. I. 18 1. 14 .-G71I1'/. S!I. • 

Nflt. 1.458. 

Galbula longicauda. B,·iss. -I. 1:19. 2. . t. 5. f. 2. 
Jacamar it longue queue. B I!/f. Hist . 1 a1:0is. 7.222.-811.1 . • 

Pl. Enl. 271.- Vieil. Hist . • Vat. des JacCllllors. 5. 3. 
Swallow-tailed King tisher. .Edw.10. 
Paradise Jacamar. Lath. Gen. '!III. 2. 05.3.-Lalli. IIf. Il J. 

THIS speGies is not so olitary as th 01 hers be­
longing to this gS!nus,' a it fi'equcnts th mol' 
open 'parts of the woods; is fOIl!ld in pairs, utt r­
ing a soft whistling l.:ind of note, which is rarely 
heard filr off: it feeds on in eets, and fli es farth r 
at one time than G. viridis : it is nearly a foot i n 
length: beak two and a half inches long black, 
pointed at the end, square, and compres d on 
the sides: head of a dull violet brown: throat, 
fore-part of ~he neck, and under wing. coverts, 
white; the remainder of the pl!lmage dull green, 
in som~ lights nearly black, in others with a' light. 
gloss of violet and r:opper bronze : the two middle 
tail.feathers six in<:hcl! in length, exceeding the 
next by two inches and a quarter : the outer one 
is only one inch long: legs black: female not so 

v. IX. P. I. 15 

• 
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226 WHITE-BILLED JACAMAR 

bright as the male; crown of the head brown; and 
tail shorter. Native 0'£ Su:.:-inam and .Cayenne. 

. . , WHITE-BILLED JACAMAR. 

. (Galbul: albirostris.) 

G. cnuda integra, corpore viridi-aureo subtus ferrugineo, rostro 
alba; mas. gula. macula trigona a7.ba antice testacea. 

Jacamar with an entitc tail; body of a ~ .. et:l1-gC\ld, beneath fer­
ruginous; beak white; throat of the male with a triangular 
white spot, testaceous in front. 

o Gaibula albirostris: Lath. I nd. Orn. l. 245. 4. 
White-billed Jacamar. Lath. Syn. Sup. 113 . 

Le Veeetou. Vieil. Hist. Nat: des Jacamars. 6. 4. ' mas. 7.5. 
female. 

R ATHER less than G. Paradisea: beak str~ight, 
barely an inch anA a half in length, and white, 
except the base of the upper mandible, which is 
dusky: nostrils with three <?r four bristles on each 
side: chin with a triangular white spot, between . 
which and the beak is pale rufou~ : uppeJ." part of 
the body deep glossy green: \lnder parts deep 
rufous: tail short, even at the e11d, all rufous, 
except ,the two middle feathers, which are green: 
legs black: length seven inches: female without 
the white trigonate spot beqeath the chin, aneJ 

.with the pri.mary· quills, and all the und~r parts 
dull rufous. '. 



GREAT JACAMAR.. 
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' GREAT JACAMAR. 

(Galhula grandi~.) 

G. supra ppreo-aurea, . 'Versuolor, sublutjcrrugillCIJ, p.jiJlcin 
alba, cauda cuneiformi. 

Jacamar above gilded copper, changeable; beneath ferrugiao IS; 
throat with a 'white bana ; and tail wedge. baped: 

Galbula graDdis. Lath. I nd. Om. 1. 245. 2. , . 
Alcedo grandis. . Gmel. !1st. Nat. 1. 458. 
New Jacammaciri. Pallas. 6. JO. B. 
Le Jacammaciri . Vi~il. Hisl. Nat . til'S Jacamar$. 8.6. 
Great Jacamar. Latlt. Gen. ~. 2.605.2 •• 

FIRST described by Pallas: iz of Picu "iridi : 
beak square; flat. but not compr . sert at th id Sj 

twenty-two lines in length: no trils naked: jridc 
blue : upper part& of the body, with the wing and 
tail-coverts, seoondaries, and head, of a copper 
colour, varied -with gold: primary' quills brown: 

. tail-feathers beneath grey, changing to violet j 
above .green-gold: throat, bre t, and belly fer­
niginous: tail longer than the body, antl wedge­
shaped. Locality unknowlll Length twelve inche:: -. 

. . 
END OF PAltT 1 • 

T. Davisoll, Lombard.street, 
Whitefriars, Loudon. 




