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inch thick; this is yellowish at the back, but 
blackish all the fore-part: the sides of the head 
are nakcd, heing, as well as .the neck, coverell 
only with a wrinkled reddish skin, thinly beset 
with hairs, and tinged with a cast of both blue and 
purple: on the lower part on each side, fQrwards, 
are placed two fleshy membranes, one inch and a 
half long, and tlue(' quarters broad, part red, part 
blue, and take rise about the middle of the neck, 
where they arc very "lender: on the breast is a 
callous bare part, on which the bird rests its body 
when on the ground: the body in general is co
vcred with browni~h black loose-webbed feathers, 
two of which arise from one shaft for the most 
p~lrt; on the rump these feathers are fourteen 
inches long at least, and hang downwards in place 
of a tail, for the binI is destitute of one : the wing. 
or \\ hat is in the place of it, is not furnished with 
fi;ather~, having only five bare shatts, like the 
quills of a porcupine, the longest ten or twelve 
inches, and of a dusky coloor; at tIte end of the 
l<1st joint a kind of claw: the legs have all the 
three toes placed forwards, and each furnished 
with a claw, which is almost straight and pointed; 
the inner one the longest: the colour of the legs 
alHl toes greyish bmwn: claws black." 

This species inhabits the eastern parts of Asia, 
towards the south, being found in the Molucca 
islands, those of Banda, Java, Sumatra, and parts 
adjoining, but nowhere in plenty, nor ("ver be
yond the limits of the torrid zone. The deep 
forests of the island of Ceram, along the southern 
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coast, abound with them. In a state of nature 
the female deposits three or four eggs at a time, 
and these are generally of a greenish or greyish 
('olour, beatltifuHyvaried with elevated grass- green 
"'pots, and marked towards their smaller extremity 
with white; they are deposited in the sand, and 
a~e left to be hatched by the heat of the sun and 
the atmosphere, bllt in some countries the female 
sits upon them as other birds do. 

The fooel consists of vegetables, and in confine. 
ment it win -eat bread, apples, &c_; all which it 
~\\ aHows whole, not bruising it with the beak; 
and like the Ostrich, it will swallow almost any 
thing presented to it that is 1I0t too large to pass 
down the throat. Cassowaries are very fierce, 
and amazingly powerful, their beak being con· 
siderably stronger in propOl tion than that of the 
Ostrich, and with this they defend themselvel'> 
most vigorously, anll will break to pieces almost 
'Uny hard substance. They strike in a very dan
gC'ro1l8 manner with' their feet, either before or 
behind, at any object which offends them. 

Many of these birds have been brought to Eu
rope, as they bear the climate better than m()st 
animals imported from the torrid regions: several 
instances have occurred of their laying eggs during 
confinement. 



RHEA. RHEA. 

Generic Character. 

Rostrum r~tum, deprellsius
culum, apice rotundato, de
clive, unguiculato. 

Caput plumosum. 
Peaes digitis tribus antice in

~tructi, posticc callo ro
tundato. 

All£ breves. 

RHU. Briss. Lath. Vieil. 
STRUTHIO. Linn. Gmel. CU'V. 

STRUTHIO-CAMELUS. Roy. 

Beuk straight, depressed, the 
tip roullded, bent down, 
and hooked. 

Head feathered. 
Feet with three tot's before, 

and a rounded callous be
hind. 

Wings short. 

OF this genus.only one species is known, which 
is described in the following pages: it appears to 
have much the same manners as the individuals of 
the two preceding genera. 



4S6 

AMERICAN RHEA. 

(Rhea Americana.) 

RH. corpore alba, alis dorsoque obscure griseis. .( r.rit!t corpore 
toto al~o, interdum nigro.) 

Rhea with a white body; the wings and back obscure grey. 
(Varies in having the body entirely white or black.) 

Uhea Americana. lAth. Ind. Om." Ms. 1. 
Rhea. Briu, qrp. 5 • ." 8. < 

'Str11tbio·ii~'< 14;"" Sr#t.14t~ I. *- 3.-Gmel. S!J3f. Nat. 
t·72r. ' 

Struthi~Seri~ ~andu.gullCU.-lWii. Syn. g'(j. 2. 
Le 'TouYOU."<~.I.,," •. 
ArnericanJ~·.~JtYll (>4,"g.) 1'0 15O.-WI1l. Gen. Syn. 
5.~. 

AlDerical:lltbea. <~lAth. 8.un. SlIp. II. 292. 1. 

THIS bird" is a native of South America, and 
.lthough extremely common in many parts of 
that continent, specimens have rarely l]een seen in 
England: it is rather less than the Ostrich, being 
about ~ix feet in height, of which the neck is two 
feet eight inches: the head is small, rOijnde(l, and 
covered with feathers: eyes blf1ck: eyelids fur
nished with eyelashes: the beak Bhort a.nd broad: 
the general colsmr of the plumage on the back 
and wings is dull grey, but in some inrlividuals 
wholly white, in -others hlack: the wings stretch 
from tip to tip no less than eight feet; but on 
account of the webs being disunited, are useless in 
flight, hanging over and hiding the tail, which is 
composed of short feathers of equal1engths: legs 
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two feet and three quarters in length, furnisl1ed 
with three toes, all placed forwards, and the rudi
ment of a fourth behind. 

This bird appears to be most llumerous in the 
vicinity of the lake Nahuelguapi, in the valley 
of the Andes: it is also abundant, according to 
Faulkner, 'Vallis, and others, in Patngonia. It 
lives on fruits, and like the ~strich, devours any 
thing offered to it: its favourite food is flies, 
which it catches very nimbly: when attacked, it 
defends itself by kicking with its feet, either behind 
or before: .the fema1e is said to lay from forty to 
sixty eggs, 011 the bare ground *; they contain 
about two pounds of liquid each. When it caHs 
its young it gives a kind of whigtle: its feathers 
are in great request by the Indians . 

.)I- Probably this species, like the rest of the order, is poly
gamous, and each femme deposits a dozen or more eggs in the 
same place. 
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DROMICEIUS. EMU. 

GCJIVic Character. 

Rostrum rectum, marglllibus 

valdc depressis, apice ro
tundato, culmine subc~ri

nato. 

Caput pennatum. 
Gula denudata. 

Beak straight, the edgr .. 

greatly depressed, tIle tiP 
rounded, tht ridge ~ome
what carinated. 

Head feathered. 
Throat naked: 

Pedes tridactyli; digitis omni- Feet three-toed, all the t()('.' 

bus antrorsum spectantibus. placed forward. 

Ali1: brevissim~. Wings very short. 

Dl\OMICEIU5. VtClt. 
CASUARIUS. Lath. 

THIS genus may be distinguished from Caw 
suarius, with which it was confounded by Latham,. 
by the head being feathered and destitute of any 
protuberance: the wing-quills are feathered, :1.11d 
do not, as in Casuarius, consist merely d ::,hafts: 
the hinder part of the tibire is greatly serrated. 
One species only is known, which is a. native of 
New Holland. 
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NI:W tIOLLAND EMU. 

(Dromiccius Nov;c-IJollllntliw.) 

nn. Iligrict111S, corpore .~etoso, cl1pite colloq1tl: prllllllcri~, fi&li. 

postice 4IfTTlltis. 

'Ousky Emu, with the body hairy i the head alld neck feathered 
the tibia! serrated Lehilili. -

Casuarius Novae Hollantlire. lA/h. Ind. 0111.2.665.2. 

~outlJ('rn C.1S~()Wnry. Shaw. Slit. Milit. 3 p! 99. 

New HOl1dW} Cas.;ownry. Phil. )Jut. nil pl. in p 271.
WIllie's Journrzl, pl. i1l p. 129 -Lath • ..."il/II. !:lup. II. 290. ]. 

THIS singular bird is thus describe(1 by DI. 

Latham in his <;eocond Supplclncnt to the General 
Synopfiis of Birds. "This is a large bird, mea· 
sm-ing more than seveIl feet in length: the beak 
i--; black; the plllmap;r for the mO'it part brown 
and grey mixed; palcr on the lluder parts: the 
head difters greatly from that of the ('{)IllUlon ea')

sowary. being covered with feathers; nor has It 

any helmet or rising protuberance whatever, as 
in that species: the feathers llOwcvcr about the 
head and neck are of a hairy texture, and the 
fore-part of the chin and throat nearly dc<;titute 
of all)" so as tIle purple colour of tIle skin may be 
&een through them: the long species observable in 
the wings of the common sort· are here wanting, 
~Hlt instead of them are re:..1 wings, tl1011g'h of ~() 
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f small a size as to be uselesc; for flight; they are 
covered with feather .. like the rest of the body, 
and when the bird is quite at rest, are scarcely 
discernible therefrom: the legs are dusky :llld 
stout; in colour not unlike those in the other 
species, but are greatly indented or serrated at the 
back part: the three toes placed in the same 
manner, all forwards: so far the external ap
'pearance of the bird: internally it is said to differ 
from every other species, particularly in having no 
gizz.ard, and the liver so small as not t() exceed that 
of a Blackbird, yet the gall.bladder was large and 
distended with bile: the crop contained at least 
six or seven pounds of grliss, flowers, and a few 
berries and seeds: the illtf'stinal canal six yards 
long: the heart and limgs separatea by a diaphragm, 
and bore a tolerable proportion to ,the size of the 
bird. 

"Inhabits New Holland, where it is not un
common, being frequently seeI\ by our settlers 
there, but is exceedingly shy, and runs so swiftly 
that a greyhound can scarcely overtake it. The 
flesh saId to be very good, tasting not unlike young 
tender beef." 



ORDER 

CURSORES. 

ROSTRUM aut mediocre, aut capite {ongius, apice aut o6tuso, \)fl 
ncuto, intertlum cuneata. 

ALE l,olatui apta:. 
PEDr:s longiorcs, tridacf!Jli; DJUITI \Iel ad imum Jissi, vcl et&te

riores bl"si membrand connfxi; femora in parte il!feriore tH. 
nudata. 

Beak medial, or longer than the head; the tip obtuse or pointed, 
sllluetimes wedge-shaped. 

Wings furmed for tiight. 
Legs long, three-toed; the toes cleft to their origin, or the 

outer ones connected by a membr~n(' at the base; the lower 
part of the thighs naked. 

TIlE Bustards and Thick-knees, which fOl'l1i a 
division in this order, are included by Latham 
among the Gallinacea', and the rcst of lhc g('nera 
are placed with the Grallle. The former live in 
,"pen plains, and are polygamous, the Thick-knees 
excepted, which live in pairs: their food consists 
of herbs, seeds, and insects: the latter reside on. 
the gravelly borders of rivers, in pairs, subsisting 
upon aquatic insects and worms. 

In the subsequent account of this and the fol. 
lowing orders, I have omItted many of the species 
described by Latham, they having been inserted 
in his Synopsis from the concise. and vague de. 
scriptions of various travellers. 
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OTIS. BUSTARD. 

Gcueiic: Ckarl/rff?,. 

Rostrum conicum, tectum. 

cC1mpressum; mandibuhl I 
superiore ad apicclIl forni- I 

cata. 

}fares ovales, apertlI'. 
Pede.s curwrii; digiti basi 

membrana connexi. 

Ala: mediocrefi; n'mlges 

prima, ct (}uinta requaies et 

breviore;; quam qllarta. 

OTis. Allctorum. 

Beak conic, stl'rught, com

pressed; the upper ma:~~ 
dible arched toW/U·dR tIl.'"' 
tip. 

NO!ltrUs DIVa!,. open. 
Legs formed for running; 

the toes eonnected by :/1 
membrane at the hase. 

lVillArs medial; the first and 
fifth quills equal, mid 
~hOlter than the fourtl1. 

BUST ARDS are heavy birds; they fly but little;. 
are very wild and shy, and when pursued are slow 
in taking flight, lmt rllll with great velocity, in 
which they are assisted by their wings: they 
reside in corn-fields, or on bushy plains: their food 
consists of herbs, grains, seeus, and iUllects: they 
are polygamous, one male being attended by 
several females. They arc all natives of the Old 
Continent, and the fOllr last species are distjll
j:!uished by the beak bcin~ more ~Jendcr than ill 
the ticl'll mentioned. 
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GREAT BUSTARD. 

(Otis Tarda.) 

OT. corpore supra nigra rufogue undulato e(,.~ ... o, su6tu$ 
alhido; remigibus primoribus nigris. (Mas. '*JIlt jllguloqUf 
utrinque cristato. ) 

Bustard wIth the body above undula.ted and spotted tvj~ black 
and rufous; beneath whitish; .tht> primary 'lilills"' black. 
(Male with the head and jUbrulum crested (In boa. 4lides.) 

Otis Tarda. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 264. 1.--o.J. ¥ Net. 1. 

722. l.-Raii. 8y7l. 58. A. l.-.srn.. Or ... 5. If. I.-Lath. 
Ind. Orn. 2.658. I.-LeOlA Cat. Mus. Brit, p. '1.1. 

Outarde. Buff. Dis. 2. 1. pl •. 1.-BtdI. Pt. B1Il. ~45. 
'Outarde barbue. Tem",. Man. d'Orni. 317. 
Great Bustard. Penn. Brit. Zool. 1. g8. pl. 44.-Penn. Arc! 

Zoo!. 2. JM.-Edw. pi.. ;{),'.-AII1. Birds. 3. pl. 38,39.
Lath. Gen. SYll. 4.1'g(i. I.-Le1cI. Bril. Bit',,". 4. pl. 13g.
Wale. Syn. 2. pl. 11S.-I'ult. Cat. Dor8. p. 6.-Mont. Onl. 
D,et. I.-Mont. Orn. ])lei. Sup.-Bew. Brit. Birds. 1. 314.
Bing. Anim. Biog. 2. 208. 

Tms species is the largest of the Britim birds-, 
the male frequently weighing sO much as twenty
five or thirty pounds, attaining. the beigh(.of lOur 
feet, and his wings expanding aIy()ut nitte: on 
each side of the lower mandible of the beJlk is a 
tuft of long feathers, constructed of delicate and 
unconnected webs: the hfad, neck, breast, and 
edge of the wing, are grey, indining to brown on 
the tip of the head: the back and lesser wing
coverts are elegantly barred with black and ~e 
ferruginous: the ~Teater coverts are pa1e citt& 



(JREAT BUSTARD. 

reous: the quills are black, s1ightly tipped with 
white: tbe under parts are white: the tail white, 
'consisting of twenty feathers; the middle ones arc 
rust-colour, barred with black; the two outer 
ones reddish at the base~.and for twoMthirds of their 
length: they have two bands of hlaek towards 
their tip: \egs dusky: beak bluish: i~'ides light 
hazel. 

The female is destitute of the tuft on each side 
of the mandible, and is not above half the size of 
the male! her crowrt is of a deep orange, crossed 
with transverse black lines; the rest of the head 
brown: the lower part of the neck in front ash
coloured, in other respects similar to the rl1ale~ 

except being les& brilliant· in colour on the back 
and·wings. 

The male of this fine species possesses a curious 
bag or pouch, !Ilituated in the forc-part of thp 
neck, and capable of-containing about two· quarts 
of liquid; the entrance to it is immediately under 
the tongue·.. This singular reservoir was dis
covered by Dr. Douglas, who supposes that the 
bird fills it wjth water to supply it~ thirst in the 
llP4st Df those extensive plains where it is ac
customed to wander: a further use of it has also 
been observed at Morocco, where they fly the 
Hawk at the Bus.tard; for on the attack of the 
Hawk it has bl!en bOWl! that the Bustard has 

Some writers suy llel·t'Il; but the weight of so grcat .l 

,....~tity of fluid pl8.Cij!d -in .the nCl::h secms to be 'more thUll the 
at ~ould be able to ny.~jth. 



GREAT BUSTARD. 445 

made use of this appendage, by squirting the water 
that is contained therein with violence against 
the assailant, who is often batRed in the pursuit. 

Bustards appear to be natives of the g~eater part 
of Europe, but arc not of equal ftequency in all 
parts, particularly in well inhabited countries, as 
they from timidity avoi'd all commerce with man· 
kind, and the most paltry dog will drive whole 
herds ofthem away. In England they used to Pe 
met with in flocks of fifty or more, frequenting 
the open countries of the south and east parts, 
from Dorsetshire ab fur as the wolds in Yorkshire, 
but now they have become extremely scarce, the 
plains of Wiltshire furnishing the greater portion; 
but they are in danger pf total extirpation, as half 
a guinea is given in tl1at part for the egg, and ten 
or twelve guineas for a pair of the birds; in con
sequence the former is sought after for the pur
pose of hatching under common poultry, and the 
latter are often taken by the shppherds' dogq 
before they can fly. 

These birds pair early in the spring: the female 
lays two eggs, in a hole formed by her feet on the 
bare ground; they are about one month hatching, 
and are the sil:€ of those of a Goose, of' an olive
brown colour, marked with spoto:; of a deeper hue. 
If, during her absence from the nest, anyone 
handles or even breathes upon the eggs, ~he imme
diately abandons them. Ttv' young ones follow 
the dam soon alter they are e}.cluded from the egg, 
but are not capable oftiying for some time. ' 
. 'TIle food of these birds consists' of green cotu, 
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the tops of turnips, and various other vegetables, 
as well as worms; but they have been known also 
to eat frogs, mice, and young birds of the smaller 
kind, which they swallow whole: in the winter 
they freq.iently feed on the bark of trees.; they 
will also swallow any small substance pr~sented to 
them, somewhat like the Ostrich. Tht! chase of 
the Bustard is said to afford excellent diversion: 
t~ey are slow at takillg flight, but run so fast that 
nothing but greyhounds can overtake them. They 
do not appear to be capable of domestication, as 
many attempts have been made to rear them. but 
they always perish in two or three years~ and do 
not shew any inclination to breed. 

The Bustard is migratqry, though but little so 
in this kingdom, where it is most abundant :n 
autumn, but in France it is 1ikewise seen in tht' 
spring: on all the south plains of Russia and the 
deserts of Tartary it is likewise common, but does 
110t appear to be foulJd in any other part of Asia, 
or at all in Africa. 

ARAnI.\~ BUSTARD. 

(Otis Arabs.) 

0'1'. ruJescells, lIigricalite striata, subtlls alba, auribru (!I'ee!o
cristatis, caudatfasciafuscd. 
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Rufescent Bustard, striated with du~ky; beneath white; the 
Pars with an er\!ct crest; the tail with a brown fascia. 

Otis Arabs. Lillli. S,lpt. Nat. 1. 264. 2.-G7IIcl. Sgst. Nat. 1. 
i25.-Briss. Orn. 5.30 3.-Lelth. JI/d. Ot'll. 2. 659. 3. 

Le Lohong, Outarde huppee d' Arabia. /luff. Ois. 2. 52. 
Paon sauvage de LU<j0r. Sprm/f'" f.py,. Ind. 8'1. pl. 49. ? 
Arabian Bustard. Edw. pl. 12.-Lat/'. Gen. Sgn. 4.801.3.-

Latl~. Sgn. Sup. 226 -Lalit. S!llI. Sup. II. 284. 2. 

NEARLyas.large as the common Bustard, me~
suring about three fecI and a half in length, and 
seven in expanse: its beak is pale horn-colour: 
the irides are d1lll brown: the forehead whitish': 
the hind head is adorned with a black crest, from 
which arises a black fascia, reaching forward on 
tilt-' sides of the head; the top of which, the neck, 
and upper parts of the body, arc'rufous, varied 
with black: the quills black: the secondaries 
spotted with black and '" hite; those nearest the 
1uJy rufl-)Ils, barred with dusky: the throat and 
fore-part of the neck ash-cololJr, barred with brown 
line::.: the breast and under parts of the body 
white: the two middle tail-feathers dusky. the 
lest white, varied and cross~d with a hlack band: 
l~gs pale brown. 

This bird inhabits various parts of Asia and 
Africa: its flesh is very cxcellcllt: its manners 
,Lre unknown. 



RUFFED BUSTAHD. 

(Otis Houbara.) 

OT. jlavescellS fuseo maculata, subtus alba, collo pulltis ui£r;$ 

elO1lgatis, cauda ochraccafil.!ciis niW'is, apice alblz. 
Yellow Bustard, spotted with brown; henea.th white; with the 

neck with elongated Llack feathers; the tait ochra('eous, with 
black fascile, and white tip~. 

Otis houbara. Gmel. s,IjJt. Nat. I. 725. 6.-Lath. Ind. 01'11. 2. 

660.8. 
Otis rhaad. GmeZ. S.1JM. Nat, 1. i25. 7.-Lath. Ind. am. 2. 

660. g. 
Psophia undulata. Gmel. S!lst. Nat. 1. 721.-Lath. Ind. Om. 

2.657·2. 
Le Houhara, ou Outarde huppee d'Afrique. Buff. Gis. 2.59.--

Gent. Mag. XIX. pl. in p. 499.-Temm. 1l1an. d' Orlli. p. :OlIg. 

Le Rhaad. B,Ijf. Oi.l. 2. 61-
Undulated Trumpeter. Latlt. Syn. Sup. 225. 

Rhaad Bustard. Lath. Gen. S!JII. 4. 805. 7. 
Ruffed Bustard. Lath. Gen. S!Jn. 4. 805. 6. 

TIlE male of this species, when in full plumage, 
answers to the following description: the fore
head and sides of the head are red-grey, varied 
with small brown spots: the hind head, chccks, 
and top of the neck, are dusky, mottled ,,,,ith 
dusky and grey lines: on -the head are several 
pure white long feathers, and on the sides of tl}c 
neck is a stripe of elongated black feathers, which 
is followed by several white ones with disunited 
webs: the breast and undcr parts of the body are 
pure white: the hinder part of the neck, the back, 
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and the wings, are yellow.ochre, sprinkled with 
delicate black ~trjpcs, out the middle of each 
leather j" plain: the (JlIills are white, black towards 
their tip, "hiC'h is }Jlln.' white: the t.lil-f~t.!t£l's 
arc of a red-ochre colour, with th)'l'c bro:.ul s~ 
of du"ky grey; and the whole of them, e>..cept tIll' 

two middle ones, are tipped with white: tb~ heal,. 
is dusky browlJ: tile feet grecllis1). Its .lengtil j" 
ahout two ji.'ct. The young' males h~e tile sides 
of the head more ~np('d with z~ lines ,of }'('(\ 
and dllsk,,: the "hite fca.t~' of tlw crest :ll'e . ~ 

..,hortel', alJ(l Illark(,tl towards their'tips with filll' 

dll~k Y ~t rip!..''''. th~' lung fca.thel1i on the sid ... ,\'. (Ii 
1 hl' Beck are "bortcr, and varied with dcC'p brown. 
The i<:II1:1lc i~ IlIlknown. 

Tllis bird Itlhahits Arabia nJld the lIurl/lem 
part'> of Africa, and it somclirlle5' ,mig) all'" illto 
Spai~) awl Turkey: it" lIuumetR art' IllddlO\\ ll, 
.san~ Ih:lt ij TI'sidCl"'jn the desert". 

\\ IJITr.-F, \IlLD IIcon "UD. 

(Otis Mm,) 

(!T, ni~TlI, dorso cinclco-unrilllntot (I!lrilms (tlhu. 
Blnck Bustard, '}'ith the back llm\ulu1.eu with tinereous; the 

ear'! white. 
Otis llfra Gmf". Sgst. Not, 1. 724 . ... -Lalll Illd. Om 2 

or,~, 5 

\'. XI. P II, 20 
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Otis atm. Linll. S!J~t Not. \. 2C4. 4. 
L'Outardc d'Afrique. BI!!!. IJis. 2.54. 
White-eared Bustard. Lllth. Gen. S!JIl. 4. 802. pl. 69 . .f. 4 -

Latlt. S.lJn. Sup. 227. 

THIS rare species is thus described by Latham, 
who has also given a figure: "Size of a large 
fo'\,]: length twenty-two incites. The heak yel
low, a trifle bent at t!IC eno, wlwrc it is black: the 
crown of the head i" blackish brown, irreglllarly 
barred with \\ hite lines; on each side of it a white 
line: on the cars a large spot of white: tLe H'st 
of the head, with the forehead, neck,. and under 
parts of til(' body, black: round the lower part of 
the neck behind a band of' white, which passes 
forwards to the breast like a collar. but does Hot 
quite meet before: the upper parts of the hody, 
great part of the wings, aud tail, arc dcep blackish 
bro\~ n, crossed with irregular streaks of differeJlt 
shapes, and of a rufous colour: the outer edges of 
the wing alJd quil):" are black; above thfse a large 
bed of white, occupying- almost the whole length 
of the wing-: the secondaries are longer than the 
quills, a11d han~ over and hide them in a &tate of 
rest: the tail consists of fourteen feather:., is fh e 
inches in lellgth, and a little rounded; all the 
feathers marked not unlike those of the back, but 
more inclined to ash.colour, palest at till' end; 
besides which, all but· the two middle ones arc 
crossed with two h~rs 6f black. The lower part of 
the feathers round the middle of the thighs are 
white: the legs nrc ) eHow: c1av. s black. The 
female hars the head and neck like the back, but 
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the lines more delicate, and the breast and belly 
black, like the male; but the white spot on the 
cars, and ling at the lower part of the neck, are 
wanting." 

Nati\'e of the country north of the Cape of 
Good Hope, where it is cal1e~ K orlwne, or Knor; 
haan, from -its cry, which somewhat resembles the 
syllahle ko1trh twice repeated, and is uttered most 
clamorously as sonn as it perceives a man, and 
by that means often disappoints the sportsman, as 
all the other birds are alarmed at the noise, and 
disappear in the instant; for this it i~ usual always 
to kill the Bustard, to prevent its urivillg the 
game away. It frequents heaths and places remote 
from habitations, and builth its nest in Lushes, the 
female la) ing tv. 0 eggs in the season. The flesh 
is not 'ery good, but is tllOugbt agreeable .by 
many. 

INDIAN nC<;TAllD. 

(Otis Bengnlensis.) 

01'. nigra suprafulvo:fusca, dorso maculis.caudafasciis nigris, 
tectrlClbus aim Iml albis. 

Black Bustard, above fulvous i,rown; the back with IJlack 
spots, nnd the tnil with black (...scire; the wing-coverts 
white. 

Otis bcnglllensis. Gn/cl. 8.1Jst. Nat. 1. 724.-Lath. Ind. Om. 
Z. 660.6. 
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Otis aurita. Lath. Ind. Om. '2. 660. 7. ) 
Pluvianus bengalensis m:0or. Driss. Om. 5. 82. 13. 
La Churge. Buff. ~is. 2.56. 
Pa~sarage Hu~tard. Lath. Syn. Sup. 228. ) 
Indian Bustard. Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. SOot. 5.-Lath. Syn. Sup. 

p. '2'28.-Edw. pl. '250. 

THE male of this species has the head, neck, 
breast, and under parts of the body, black ~ the 
latter indining to a~h-colour: the back elegantly 
mottle(1 with reddish brown and black: the wing
coverts white: quills blad.: beak and legs pale 
ash. colour. The female has the prevailing colour 
of the plumage pale ash, dOllded and undulated 
with darker and blacki&h: head, neck, and bl'lly, 
plain. 

The Passarage Bustard of Latham appears to be 
a variety of the old male of this species: it ;8 
about the size of the Little 'Bustard: its length is 
eighteen inches: 'beak slender, brown and white: 
the head, lleck, breast, and belly, black: on the 
ears a large white patch: jUllction of the neck 
and back white: the back, wings, alld tail, black, 
reticulated with fille lines of brown: the greater 
wing-coverts are ,,,hite: on the hind head are four 
pairs of capillary feathers, each pair of different 
lengths, and dilating at their end into 11 lauce
shaped tuft; the longest four inches, the >:flortest 
scarcely larger than the rest of the feath('rs of 
that part: the legs are strong, and pale yellow. 

Both these birds inhabit India, and have a great 
affinity to the White-cared Bustard, but they differ 
in mUI1Y rcsp('('t~, particularly in ha\'ing the willg--
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coverts white, and the last variety being adorned 
with the long capillary feathers, and beillg of a 
much smaller size than that bird; neither has the 
firr;t the white patch on the car". which is so con
spicuous a mark in the other species. 

They are greatly esteemed for their flesh, but 
although very common arc difficult to obtain, as 
they are very ~lty: the fir:,i is raped C/Illrge, mllJ 
the latter Oorail, or Passa1'llp,c Bustard. 
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TETRAX. nUSTARNELLE. 

Generic Character. 

Rostrum conicun't, rectum 
paulo compressum; man
dibula superiore ad apicem 
neflcxa. 

Narcs ovales, aperta-. 

Pedes cursorii; digiti basi 
membrana coaliti. 

Ala: mediocrt's; re.migcs pli- i 
lTI".l ct (ruarta [£(1 uale" 

quinta longi or quam quarta. 

TETRAX. Leath. 

Beak conic, strai~ht, slightly 
compressed; the upper 

mandible towards the tip 
bent down. 

N08tril8 oval, open. 

Ft'ct formed for running', the 
toes joined at the base by 
a memhrane. 

WtllfjS medial; the first aT'd 
f(lUrth q lIill~ (,qual: till' 

fifth longer than the fourth. 

OTIs. Linn. Grncl. Lath. Briss. Ray. Tcmrn. ell'!!. Vicil. l)·c. 

THIS gcnus was cletachcd from the preceding by 
Dr. Leach in the Catalogue of the indigenous 
Animals that arc preserved in the British Museum: 
only one species is known, whose mdnuers are 
described in the followmg pages. 
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(T ctrax campcstns.) 

TE. nigra nyu alboquf: mriegata, mutus alua, cullo lIlgro, iUl"lflu: 

duplici albo. (Fclllina torque corpore wpm COl~.} 
$ r fv 

Bustarnelle yurier;ated with black, rufous) an4 W~~f bent'ftth 
white; the neck bhlt'k, ,\ ith a douLlc whi.., rinr. (Female 

with the collar the SitmC colour ;t~ ~ ~ body.) 
'+ • 

Tctrax cl1mpestris. Leacft. Cat. 
Otis Tetra",. L1Iln. Syst. N",

No. 196.-Gmcl. S!Jst. Nat. )~, 
659.3.' 

i·'aull. SIlCC. 
."/'!'\o ..... ,.. 1)111. Om. 2. 

Otis minor. Ddss. Om. 5. :HI ~'ipl~~ .. r t, 2.-Ro.il • .'!'!JII • .'>9.2. 
Petite Outarde. Buff. Oi3. '2. 40.":"'Buff. Pl. Enl. 25. male. JO. 

female. 
Outaru canepetiere. Tcmm.lIlan. d'O, ni. 3 J 8. 
:Fic1d Duck. Alb. 3. pl. 41. 
Little Bustard. Penn. Brit. Zoot. 1. 99.-Peml, Arct. Zliol. 2. 

321. A.-EdlV. pl. 2.51.-Phil. Trans. xlviii, 1" 502. pl. 16.
Latlt. Gen. Syn. 4.759. 2.-L(f(ft. 8!/n Sup. 226.-Lcw. iJrit. 
Birds. 4. pl. 140.-Walc.'s!JII. 2. pl. 174.-Bcw. Brit. Bird:.. 
1. als.-Mollt. Orn. Diet. J.-M6IJt. Om. Diet. Sup.-Sflaw. 
Nat. Misc. 14. pl. 573. female. .' 

.'icld Bustarnellc. Leach. Cu.t. Mt's, Bfit. p. 28. 

THIS is seventeen inches in length: the top of 
the he:ld and the occiput are brigllt lutcous, .r;potted 
with brown: the sides of the hcad aud the fore. 
part of the neck arc dcpp grey, em ii-dell with a 
collar of pure white: the "hole of the lower part 
of the neck is deep black: the brear,t is SlllTOltn<led 

by"a broad white collar, succeeding a narrow balld 
of black: the rest of the under parts, the edge of 
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the wing, and the upper Llil-coverffo, are pure 
white: the whole of the upper parts of the bolly 
are bright yellowish, varied with zigz~g dusky 
stripes, following the outline of the feathers, and 
sprinkled with large black spots: beak and feet 
grey: irides orange. The female and young male 
have the thro~t white: the sides of the head, the 
neck, and the upper part of the hreast, of a bright 
yd\()wi~h, varied \\ ith brown stripes, and a broad 
lOllgitudinal bar in the centre of each real her: the 
breast, the sides, the edge of the wing, and the 
llPpCl' amI ullder tail-co\'erts, arc white, varied 
with tralJsyerse black stripes: the upper 11::1rts arc 
the ~ame, but more variell with bbek. 

This species inhabits the arid aUlI open plains 
of' the' ~olltherll part~ of Europe, being 1ll0~t 
abundant ill Turkl'Y, Italy, aud Spain; ill Fr:lJ1CL' 
all(l Germany it i~ rarer, and ill this COLIlltfy il> 
extremely scat'cr, not morc than ten or a dozen 
~pel'illlen~ having been raptured ill the course of a 
long series of years, and tho~e pl'incipa1ly females: 
it is not found far to the north: it subsists prin
cipally upon grain, ~eeds, and other vegetable 
productions, abo on illsect~ and worms: the female 
lays her ep:gs in June, to the number of four or 
five, of.a glossy green-colour: as soon as the young 
ale hatched she leads them abont as the hen does 
hvr chickens: they are al,>lc to fly by the middle of 
Allgu!-L It is fi'e<]l1cntly taken in France in nets, 
like the Partridge, for the sake of its flesh, which 
is excellent, and is said to resemble that of the 
hare: its eggs are also a great llclicacy. Like 



I'fJ:,LD HUSTAltNLLLI;. 457 

the Great Bustard, thill is rery shy and crafty, and 
if di..,turhed ",ill fly for two or three hundred paces, 
not far from the ground, and then run £18tC1' than 
a man can follow on foot. 

A very fine female of this species is in the col
lection of indigenous birds in the Briti"h M mcum : 
it was shot near Torrington in De\'oll1lhirc, in the 
winter ofI804, and was taken to I>lymouth market, 
where it wa'> flold [fll' a female mack Grolls, but 
fortunately it fdl int.o tile hands of William Pri
deaux, hsq. \\ ho prc'lentcd it to the late ('olonet 
l\Iontagu, whose entire museum" as purchaflcd by 
government to fOI m a ba:,j:, of a hplcndid collection 
of British Zoology. 
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(EDICNEMUS. THICK-KNEE. 

Generic CltG7'acter. 

Rostrum capite longius, rec

tum, validull1, ad apif:ClIl 

comprcssum; mandihuh't 

superiore cuhninc carinato, 

inferiore ad apicem angu
los;!. 

Narf8 ad medium rostri sitre, 

anlrol'sum patula.'. 

Pedes longion'" gmciles, trio 

dactyli, tligiti basi mem

braWL conIlcxi. 

Ala·mcdiocrcs. 

Beak longer than the head, 

straight, strong', ('umprcss

cd at the tip; the upper 

mandible with the ridge 

carinated, the lower with 
the tip angulated. 

Novtril8 plael'd ill the middle 

of tlll' bcak, open in front. 

Leg.\' lung,:Jellllc)" three-toc I, 

the loe ... cOl1lwcted at tll,: 

ba,c with a m(>lllbranc. 

JVinW medial 

ffiDICNEMUS. ('uv. TC1II1Jl. ricill. 
FEDOA. Raii, Leach. 
OTIS. Latlt. 
CII,\ItADRIUS. Liull. Gillet. Latlt. 
l'LUV lALIS. Raii. nTis •. 

'"I' HE only iiJll,:clcs of this gCllllS whiclt 1; found 
in Europe lin's ill pairs in barren and sandy 
situations, where it dl'poslts its eggs in a -::n ity 
formed by its fect: its food consists of earth
worms, snails, and small reptiles: its voicl! is strong, 
and is heard at a great distance. 

In the Manuel d'Ornithologic, by Tcmmillck, 
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mention is made of two new and undescrib('d 
species of this genus, both of which arc natives of 
Asia, one being found in the southern parts of 
that vast continent, and the other in New HoI
land: they are said to be twice as large as the 
European species. 

COMMON THICK-KNEr. 

(<Rdicnemus crepitans.) 

(ED. griseo:ficscus, ~upra lineis longitudi1udibus nigricantzous, 
rcmigibus.primoribu.\ duabus nigris media albis. 

Grey-brown Thick-knee, with dusky longitudinal Jines nuove j 

the two primary quills black, white in the middle. 
CF.di<'nemus crepitans. Temrn. Man. d' ami. ]I. 322. 
Clmradrius a<:l!icnemu5. Linn. Syst. Nut. 1. 255.·1O.-Gmcl. 

Syst. Nat. 1. 689. 
Otis (]~diencmus. Latll. Ind. am. 2.661. 11. 

Pluvialis major, <Edimernus vu]go dicta. Brzss. Orn. 5. 70. 12. 
pl. 27'.f. l.-Raii. S!Jll. !OS. A. '-I. 

redoa nostra tertia. Raii. Syn. 1O~. A. 0. 
}'edoa CEdicnemus. Leach. Cat. MU8. Brit. p. 28. 
Le grand Pluvier, ou courUs de terre. Buff. Ois. 8. 105.pl. 7.-

Bl1ff. Pl. Enl. 91g, 
<Edicneme criard. Temm. Jllan. d'Orni. 322. 
Stone Curlew. Alh.}. pl. 69.-Will. 306. 293. pl. 58. 77. 
Thick-kneed Bustard. Penn. Brit. Zoot. I. loo.-While's Selb. 

4/0.43. SB.-IAtli. Gen. Syn. ,j. 8'16. g.-Lewin. Brit. Ilirds. 
4. l)Z, 141.--Walc. 51J1l. 2. pl. 163. Mont. Om. Diet. 1.

Mont. am. Dd. Sup. 
Great Plover. Ecw. Bn! Biltb. 1. 321. 
Common Thick-knee. I eacll. Cat. MUJ. Bnt. p. 28, 
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LENGTH eighteen inches; the ,,,hole of the 
upper parts of the plumage are grey-brown, with 
a deeper longitudinal spot in the middle of each 
feather: the throat, belly, and thighs, are pur~ 
white: the neck and breast reddish, with longI
tudinal brown stripes: on the wing is a longitudinal 
band of white; the first .quill having towa\'d:; its 
,niddle a large white spot, and the second a very 
small one on its outer web: the bdse 0 ~ tll(' heak 
is bright yellowish, the tip black; the orbits, 
11 illes, and feet, arc bright yellow: the knees arc 
much swollen, from whence the name. The yOUllg 
and females aTe much the same, but duller iJ1 ap
pearance. 

Thick-knees inhabit only the most open, hi!!)' 
situations; large corn-licld-" heath~, and such Iik", 
arc their favourite resort, pctrticularly dry and 
~tolly lana~. They arc abundant in l<'rancc, Italy, 
and uther SOUtllCfIl parts of Europe, but in Ger
many, Holland, and England, are somewhat scarce: 
in the latter cOllntry, Norfolk, Hampshire, and 
Lincolnshire, arc the pla~es most frc(~el1ted: 

they arc also tolcrabJy plentiful in some parts of 
Kent, affecting the rising slopes and llil1s Oil each 
~ide of tIle vall, \ hetween Dartford and FarnilJiY-

• ' I::> 

ham: in the llUI th they are never foun(l, alld 
rarely beyond Dorselshire in the west. During 
the winter of 1807 several were observed on the 
Start promontory, which is nearly the most southern 
part of the kingdom. 

This species is migrativC', maJ..ing its first ap
pe:.uance about May, and r('mainin~ with ll~ all 
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the spring and summer, departing about October, 
except ill ullllsually mild srasons, when some 'rill 
stay the whole winter, as mentioned before. It is 
seldom obsclTed during the d~ly, except surprised J 

\\ hell it suddenly Hies to some distancC', and ge
nerally escapes before the sportsman comes wit hin 
gun-shot. It nms \\ itlt great n~locity fqr some 
time, and then stops short, 'holding its head and 
body still, and 011 the If':lst lloise squats close on 
the ground. III the c\'eniIJg' it COllles out in search 
of food, and utters its ~illglllaI cry, ,dlich is COJll· 

pared to the turning of a rusty handle; its f()o(J 

('on~ists of worms, caterpilLll'-;, toads, and ~;I(ch 

like, and acconlillg to the oo!:>en ations of Mr. 
Haworth, it prey,; IIpon the Ian ,c of Lasiocampa 
Trifolii, to procure which it turus 0\ e1' the stones 
beneatH \\hich they are secreted. 

It ooes not COIl.~trll('t any IlC"t, bllt llcl'o"its its 
q;gs in a small l':\C:a vai ion on the bare grollnd J or 
sheltered by two 01' three stolle,>. tIl(' egg" ilre 
two or three in l1l1mber,of a gn') ish \\ hite, blotchl'll 
and streaked" ith dllsky oli\ l'; they arc hatched 
ill ahout thirty days. Th(') OUllg' mil almof-ot 
immediately they at'l' (l:\cluded, and the female 
leads them to "Ollie »tOllY JiL'!J, \\ herc they arc dif: 
ficult to di~con'r, as they i.\:,reatJ y re~clllble the 
stones ill colour; they are sometimL's Iwtchc4,1atc 
in the autumn, about Octuber, 
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(illdicnemus magnirostris.) 

<En. rostro dilatato, corpore ltigro striato supra ccerulescente, 
subtus cinerabccntf, macula rcmigum all}(l, pedious ccerulcis. 

Thick-kll'ec with a dilated !leak; the body above bluish, striated 
with lJlaek; beneath grt!yish; quills with a white spot; feel 
blue. 

Charadrius magnirostris. Latlt. Ind. Orn. Sup. lxvi. 2. 
Great-billed Plover. La!lt. S/lil. Sup. II. 319. B. 

TIllS bird is thus briefly noticed by Latll:un : 
" Sizc of thc Golden Plover: beak black, stout, 
:1~d. very broad, resemblinf!; the Tody genus: ~hc 
general colour of the upper parts is blue-grq, 
streaked with black; beneath pale ash, but with 
the same markings: forehead, part of the crown 
and cars, minutely spotted: quills black: basc 9f 
Rcv-eral of thc primaries white: legs dull blue. 
Inhabits New SOUtIl Wales." I have placed this 
species in this genus on the authority of Vicillot, 
who considers it to form a distinct section from 
the fonner, differing in its beak, which is very 
strong and comprcs~('d, and has its lower mandible 
angulated. 
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l'HAllADRIUS. PLOVER. 

GCIlcric Character. 

Rostrum hreve, gracile, rec- Beak short~ sIcn(Jcr, straight, 

tum, terctiusculum, apice rounded, the lip obtuse. 
obtusum . 

. Narcs ba~alllll, linearcs. I Nostrils basal, linear. 
PLdc8 ('ursorii, tridactyli; eli- Peet fOfmed for running, 

giti exkriorcs ha~i mCll1- I three-toed; the Qutl'\, tOl.'S 

hruni! conncxi. connpctl'll at the base by a 

membrane. 

Cauda rotundata, aut CUIH.>!

forma. 

Ala: mcdiocres, aut muticiC 

aut calcaratw. 

Tail rOllnded or cuneiform. 

JVillfi~ medial, s11100th, or 
armed with a spur. 

C HARADRIUS. U,l1!. Grne!. Lath. Viril. Leach, Tcm/n. Cuv. \.~ C. 

PLUVIALIS. Raii. Briss. 

PLOVERS subsist on ~mall worms and ,'ariouR 
aquatic insects: the three first spceics frequent 
the muddy burders of great rivers and marshy 
placcs;and but rarely appear ill the neighbourhood 
of the sea coast, which situation all the others of 
the genus aficct, and also the mouth of those riv~rs 
that disembogue themselve~ 'nto the sea. 

They vary extremely in theIr plumage at dif:' 
ferent period'! of till' year, and in f~lct llmny of tJ.l(' 
specie,> TUn into eacb other so greatly, as to render 
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it very difficult to bCpllratc thrm with accuracy; 
an{l a" many of the "peci~., described by Latham 
arc noticcd in so brief a manner, and without allY 
ret~rcnce to plates, I am obliged to omit them, 
heing i~arfu] of cleatillg lllorc confu~ion th:m 
tl~eri}$!..i¥."- prcf,cnt in thi ... puzzling gClllh. 

GOLDI:N PLOYI:R. 

(Cbnrnllrius tJ]m'ialis.) 

CH. curpOlI! IUpO '''ridJque macu!a/a S1lbiu~ aIIJlt/o, l){'c/orr wisf'O 

11I((WliS ~I~III (lIIlirJl(~, rn~tl (J per/t07ISflllf! r;ncrl'is. 

I'lmer wIth the bOlly Gpottcd .wlth LInd, and green, henc,lth 
\\hiti'h; the hrea<;t I!l'cy, with (hd,y ~P()ts, the heak alld 
feet grey. 

(harudnus plll\j,til<;. I, /II. '~jlt. ill"t. 1. '254 7.-Lwll. [mill. 

SlIl'c.lf)O-Gm£i. "If 'I. A~I/f. 1. 68S -BII·\~. (hn. 'j. 41. 1 

pl. 4.f. l.-T,nflt. TIIII. ()rll. 2. ,40 I-I,r(fc!I. (at. /Jnt. 

"}.11t'. p. 28. 

1'lm iali, 'lrilll<; Rail. 81j1l. lJ 1 1>.. 2. 
I'luvialls nUl'ca minor. nllll. Om. 5. 4i. 2. 
I.e Plu\ ier (lon~. Rug: (),~ 8 81.- BIlD: PI. /:nl.904 - T, /lim: 

-Mall. 1/' (ll n. 32,l. 

(,rcl'1l Plover. Loll'. l'aull. (hwr/.1" 8i:' 
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GoMen Plover. Pelln Brit. Zool 2. 208. pl. 7:l.-Penn. Arce. 
ZOIlI.'1. 399.-Wdl. Allf'. 308. -Lalit. Gell.S.'/II. 5.193.1.

Lr/th ~!JII. Slip. ·1.52.-iUont. Orll. iJlet. '}..-11101l1. Orn. Dict. 
Sap.-Bew. Brll. [J/ld,.). nJ-1.ew. Bril. Bilds.3 pl. lSI. 
Wlllc. Spl. 2. pl. :5tl -Don. Hrit. Birds. 2. pl. 45.-PII/t. 
Cat. Vu/s. 16.-lVdls. Amer. 01'11 7.71. pl. lb,. f. 5. 

TillS elegant species is ten inches and a half in 
length: the top of the head, as well as the whole 
of the upper parts of the body, the wings, and the 
tail, are fine silky bl.1ck, varied with large golden
yellow spots placed on the edges of the webs: the 
sides of tl](' head, the neck, and the breast, are 
varied with spots of grey, brown, and yellow: the 
thro.lt find under parts of the body are white: the 
quills black, their shafts white towards the tip: 
Leak dusky: feet deep grey: irides brown: female 
similar: the young during the first year have the 
upper p.lrts dusky grey, spotted with grryish yel
low. In the breeding season both sexes appear 
black on the 10\\ cr part of the breast; these 
feathers begin to shew thcm"elvcs in March, and 
are peJfected.in May, at which time the femw.c 
begins to lay. 

The egg., are four in number, about the size 
and shape of those of the Lapwing, of a greyish 
olive, blotched with dusky: they are deposited 
amongst heath. The young run as soon as hatched, 
and follow the mother to the damp places in 
search of worms: at first. they are clothed with 
down of a dusky colour, aId are incapable of 
flying for a considenble time. The old birds are 
very tenacious of their offspring, and become very 
bold during this time. 

V. XI. P. U. Sl 
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This is a very common species, being found 
throughout the greater purtion of the gl'Jbe. With 
us it is found throughout the whole year, and 
breeds on several of our unfi'equented mountains, 
particular1y those of the Scotch islands and the 
Grampian hills: in the southern parts of this 
country they are somewhat more scarce. palti
cularly in the county of Kent. They fly in small 
flocks, and make a shrill whistllng noise, by an 
imitation of which they may be allured within gun
shot. 

ALWARGRIM PLOVER. 

(Charadrius apricarius.) 

CR. corpor('fu"co albo luteoque punctato, ~ullJ. abdomine lineoque 
sub collo nigris, rD.ltro ped,busqul! cmneis. 

prover with a brown body, spotted with whi~e and yellow; the 
throat, abdomen, and line beneath the necK, black; the beak 
and feet grey. 

Charadrius apricarius. I.inn. Syst. Nat 1. 254. 6.-Liml. Faun. 
Suec. 189 -Gme!. Sy,t. Nat. 1. 1. 687.-Luth. indo Om. 2. 
742. 5.-0. Fobr. Faun. GI'( e'l. No. 79 p. 114. 

Le Pluvier core i1 gorge noire. BId[. 015. 8. 85. 
Pluvier dare, (plumage d'ele ) Temm. Man. d'Orl1i. 326. 
mack. bellied Plover. Wills. Amer. Orn. 7. 41. pl. lvii. f 4. 
Alwargrim Plover. Penn. Arct. Zooi. 2. 398.-Lath. Gen. Syn. 

5. 198.5. 

THIS, which Temminck asserts is the summer 
plumage of the preceding species, I am induced to 
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consider distinct, as I have never seen a specimen 
that WllS captured in England, where the Golden 
Plover is very common, and has been observed at 
all seasons. This is the sizp. of the last described: 
its beak is one inch in length, and black: eyelids 
dusky: irides brown: the plumage on the upper 
parts of the body is black, spotted with orange: 
at the base of the upper mandible the feathers are 
black: the forehead, between the eyes, white, pass
ing over each eye in a liue down the sides of the 
neck to the breast, where it lwites to a band of the 
san1e across the latter: all the fore-parts of the 
neck, breast, and under parts of the bQdy, arc also 
black, the band on the hrea5t excepted: the rest 
is spotted with white: the secondaries, quills, and 
tail, arE' barred with brown and black: legs black. 
The male has the temples black; in the female 
they are dusky. 

'1 his species inhabits the most northern parts of 
Europe, Asia, and America, being found in ~weden, 
Denmark, Greenland, RU"isia, Siberia, Hud'lon's 
Bay, and ~ew York. In Greenland it appears 
early in the spring, rather sparingly, on all the 
southern lakes, feeding upon worms and the buds 
of the black-berried heath: after breeding it re
turns southward. Its flesh is said to.I>e lxquisite. 
It is called in America the Large Whistling Field 
Bird, from its note, which is very shrill. 
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(Charadrius Morinellus.) 

CR. pectore ferrugineo, fascia superciliorunz pectorisque lineari 
aiM, vertice roslrn pedibusque ci."1ercis. 

Plover with a ferruginous breast j a fascia oyer the eyes, and It 
linear one on the breast white j the crown, be,lk, and feet, 
grey. 

Charadritl~ Morinel1us. Linn. S-,pt. Nllt. 1. 254. 5.-Unn. 
Faun. Suee. ISs.-Gmel. 8y.ll. Nat. 1. 6s6.-Hazi. S.lJli. 111. 

A. 4.-l3riss. Om. 54. 5. pr.4 .f. 2.-Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 7 1t5. 
] 7.-Leaclt. "cat. Brit. ,']1I1S. p 28. 

Charm\rius ~ibiricus. Orne!. S!J~t. Nat. 1. 690.-Latlt. Ind. 
Om. 2.747. 19. 

Charadrills Tartaric~. Latlt. II/d. Om. 2.7-16. 15 . 

. Char,HIrius Asiatictls. Grnel. Syst. Nat. 1. OSI.-Latll. Ind. Orr.. 

2.746. 14. . 
Petit l'luvier, 01\ Ie Guinnrrl. Buff. Ois. 8. 87.-Buff. Pl. -enl. 

832.-:{.'emm. Man. d'Orlli. 3'l6. 
Asiatie Plover. Lnth. Gen. 8!Jn. 5. 207. 12. 
Dotterel. Perm. B:it. Zool. '2. 210 pl. i3.-Penn. A,·ct. Zool. 

2. -487. A.-Alh. Birds. 2. pl. 61-Loth. Gen. S!ln. 5. 208. ]JJ. 

-Lalh. S!ln. Slip. 253.-Pult. Cat. DOTS. lB.-IValc. -"!In. '2. 

pl. 162.-Letoin. Brit. Birds. 5. pl. 166 -Don. Brit. Birds,2. 
pl. 42 -Sew. Brit. Birds. 1. p. 332.-1110nf. Om. Diet. 1.
Mont. Orn. Diet. Sup.-Billl{. Anim. Biog. 2.311. 

THIS bird is between nine and ten inches in 
length: the beak black: forehead mottled with 
dusky and grey; its hinder part dull black: over 
the eye is a band of white, pointing downwards, 
and ending on the dt:ciput: the sides of the head 
and throat are white: the hind part of the neck, 
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the back, and the wings, are grey~8h brown:. the 
edges of the feathers are pale rust-colour, and the 
lower part of the back and the rump incline to 
grey: the greater quills are brown; the outer edge 
and shaft of the first white: the' fore-part of the 
neck olive-grey, varied near the throat with white: 
the lower part of the neck is bounded by a black 
line, beneath which is one of white: the breast 
and sides are pale ~lull orange: the middle of the 
belly black; its lower pal t· and thighs reddish 
white: the tail olive-brown, with a dusky bar 
towards the tip, which is white, as arc also the 
edges of tile two ollter feati1ers: legs black. Tile 
fem,He is rather larger: the colours are luore dull: 
the breast has a white line, and the belly is black, 
varied with white: the stripe over the eye is nar
rower than in the male. The young have the 
whole of the under parts of the body of a pale 
ferruginous brown. . 

Tlwse hirds inhabit the northern purts of Asia 
and Europe, freq\l~nting the muddy borders of 
rivers, and breeding in the alpine lands: they are 
very stupid, and may be LIken by the most simple 
artifice; so that it was formerly the custom to 
go in quest of them in the night, with a lighted 
torch or candle, and the birds 011 these occasions 
will mimic the actions of the fowler with great 
archness; when he stretches out an arm, they 
stretch out their wing<;; if he moves a foot, they 
move one also, anel every other motion they en
deavour to imitate. Thi!Jt is the opportunity the 
fowler takes of entflllgiing them in his net. At 
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pre lent the m<!re certain method of the gun has 
superseded this singular artifice, as it is easily shot, 
seldom flying to any great di:stance ", hen dis
turbed. 

The Dottrel i"s a migratory species, being sern 
on our moors and downs ill its flight., to :tnd from 
its breeding placf', ii'olll A pri! to J lIne, and again 
from September to November: they fly in flocks 
of five or six during the latter period; these are 
generally the old birds and young brood, tbough 
occasionally upwards of a dozen are seen together. 
It is said to breed in Russia and Siberia, and o~her 
northern parts of Europe; they al e likewise SllP

posed to. breed in Cum berland and W cstmor1and, 
as they are abundant in some parts of tho~\e 
counties during the breeding sea'ion, and are also 
observed at the same period on the Scotch H igh
lands. 

RINGED PLOVER. 

(Charadrius Hiaticula.) 

eH. corpore griseo-:/ltscO, subtus alba, pectore nigro,Jronte nigri
cante .fauioia aiM.. vertlcejusco. rostro ruhro apice nigro, pe-
dibus Illteis. . 

Plover with a grey-brown body; beneath white: with the 
breast black; the forehead dusky. with a white stripe; the 
crown brown; the beak -red, with a black tip; the feet 
y,ellow. 
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Charadrius Hiaticula. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 2.53. I.-Linn. Faun. 
Snrc. 157.-Gllld. S!Jlt. Nat. 1. 683.-Raii. S!ln.1l2. A. 6.-
l,nlll Illd. Orll. 2. i43 8. . 

Char,u\rius tOllJuatus. Leach. Cat. Brit. lIIlIs. p. 28. 
Plul'ialis torquflta milloI'. Briss. Om. 5 6a 8 pi 5 • .! 2. 
Le Pluvier .l collier. lJuff. Ois. 8. UO -Buj/. PI Enl.92Q. 
Gr,lnd Pluvier :\ collier. Temm. Mall. d'Urni. 328. 
Sea Lark. Alb. Bids. 1. pl. BO.-Low. Faull. Oread. p. 89. 
Ringed Plover Pellll. Brit. Zool. 2. 21 I.-Penll. Alct. Zool.2. 

40J.-Latll. Gen. S!JIl. 5.201. B.-Lewin. Brit. Birds. 5. pl. 
184.-Walc. SYIl. 2 pi. 161.-Don. Brit. Birds. 1. pl. lS.
Pult. Cat. DOI·s. 16.-Rew. Brit. Birds. 1. 334.-Mont. Orn. 
Diet. 2.-.110111.' Om. Diet. Supp.-W,fls. Amer. Om. 5. 30. 
pl. xxxvii. f 3. 

LENGTH seven illches: the forehead, space be
tween the eye and beak, a broad coronal stripe 
passing over the eye,> to the occiput, and a broad 
gorget on the breast, whose extremities join on the 
nape, are all deep black: a stripe through the 
middle of the forehead, the throat, collar round 
the neck, an(l all the under parts of the body, are 
white: the occiput and whole of the upper parts 
arc grey-brown: the two middle tad-feathers 
greyish brown, growing black almost towards the 
tips; the three next on each sjde the same, with 
the tips white; .the last but one is white, with a. 
brown band: the outer one is white, with a small 
spot only: the shafts of the quil1s towards their 
tips, and a ~pot on their inner webs, pure white: 
beak ordnge, with the tip black: legs orange: 
claws black. The female \\ ith the coronal band 
narrower, and the gorget on the breast dusky. 
The young has the whole of th~ parts that are 
defltined to become black in the adult of a dusky 
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grey: the gorget is brown-grey, and the feathers 
of the upper parts of the plumage are greyish, with 
the edges of the feathers yellow. 

This species is common in all the northern coun
tries of Europe and America; it is also abllndant in 
Holland, France, and Italy, on the sea shore, but in 
Germany it afiect:. the borders (,f livers: it is said 
to migrate into England in the spring and depart 
in autumn; but this is denied by l\lonLlgu, who 
asserts that he has captured III any ~p.cci mens dUl illg 
the severest winter&, in Devonshire, Cornwall, and 
other part", when they leave the shore and retire 
inwards: during the summEr it freqllents the sea 
shore, running nimbly alon~ the ,,:Illd-;, taking 
short flights, accompanied by loud tWltteJ ing'!, 
then alights and runs again: if disturbed, it flies 
quite oft: l~arly ill ~lay these bird" pai~: they 
make .no nc'>t, but the female lay __ from three to 
five (generally four) egg'>, in a small cavity in the 
sand, just above high-water mal k: these are of a 
grey-brown, marked all over \\ ith small black nIHl 

ash-coloured spots, which are blended to""anls the 
thicker eDt\' They are greatly attached to their 
young, and will use v:uiou'i artifices to save them 
from injlllY. In the autumn they become grega
rIOUS, and continue in small flocks dllring the 
winter: they feed on marine insects and worms. 
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cunoN1AN PLOVER. 

(Charadrius Curonicus.) 

CH. cervicis fn.~cia. lunulllque fran 'is nigris, pileo cinerea, fasci4 
oculari nilvicnrlle Ullduliltd., dorsa alis cnudalue cillereis, pedibll8 
ruhe~cenf tblls. 

Plovl'r with the top of the neck, and a fascia and lunule on the 
forehead, blu<k; the pilells grey; an undulated du~ky fascia 
near the lye; the back, wings, and tail, grey; the feet 
Tetldi,h. 

Charadrius Curonil"us. Gmel. S!lst. Nat. 1. 692.-Lath. Ind. 
0'11.2 750.31. 

Lp petit Pluvier J collier. Buff. Ois. 8. pl. 6.-Bu.lf. Pl. Enl. 921. 
Tell/n!. /I1'I1l, d'01l1i. '130. 

Curonian Plover, Lath. S!Jn. Sup. 1I. 318. 6. 

THlo;; species is in length six indles: its beak is 
entirely black: the circle round the ey.es is of a 
It:'lTIon-yellow: the forehead, space between the 
eyeR and beak, a broad coronal band passing over 
tl e eyes and in a straight line beneath, and a nal'l~ow 
gorget on the breast, whose extremities join on 
the nape, are deep black: a stripe througli the 
forehead, the throat, a collar on the neck, and the 
whole of the under parts, white: the occiput and 
whole of the upper parts of the body are dusky 
grey! the two outer tai~-fcathers are white, with a 
black bar on their inner web; the following is part 
white, and the rest, the two middle ones excepted, 
are tipped with white; the outer quill alone has 
the shaft white: legs flesh-colour. 
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This bird inhabits the f>ea shore near We mouths 
of large rivers: it is very abundant in Gei'muny 
and towards the south of Europe, and occal:>ionally 
migrutes into Holland: it feed<; on aquatic insects 
and small worms: it lays from three to five oblong 
eggs, of a whitish hue, mottled with large black 
spots and indistinct ones of gre)r..brown: they are 
deposited on the sandy shores. 

KENTISH PLOVER. 

(Charadrius Cantinnus.) 

CH. fu •• C1l,oV Jronte • callan abrfolllillcque albis, 'l)lttd per oculo$ 
latl'rnhbusqllc prct01'is 11igrlS. 

Brown Plover, with the forehead, collar, and abdomen, white; 
a stripe through the eyes, and the sides of the breast, black. 

Charadril'S Cantianus. Lath. Ind. Orn. Sup. lxvi. 1. 

PIOvler.l ('ollier wterrompu. Tr'mm. Man. d'Orm. 331. 
Kentish Plover. Lew. Brlt. Birds. pt. 185. Latll. S//n. Sup. 

11.,316. a,-Mont. Om. Diet. Sup. 
Ringed Plover, variety. Mont. Orn. Diet. Sup. 

ABOUT six inches and a half in length: the 
forehead, the eyebrows, which are broad, a band 
on the nape, and the whole of the under parts, are 
pure white: a space between the eye and the beak, 
and large angular patch on the head, and a broad 
spot on each side of the breast, a~e deep black: 
behind each eye is a large spot of gcey.black.: the 
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head and nape are bright red: the upper parts of 
the plumage arp grey-brG\\ 11: the whole of the 
quills have white shaft:>: the lateral tail-feathers 
on each side al e white; the thiI d the same, and 
the rest brown: the beak, irides, and feet, black. 
The female docs not possess the angular !::pot on 
the top of the head: the space between the eye 
and the beak, and spot behind the eye, are grey
brown: the red on the head and nape is tinged 
with grey. The young ones have not the black 
hue; the forehead, the eyebrows, and the 'nape, 
are slightly marked ~ ith a shade of white: the 
large spot on the lateral part of the breast is 
indicated hy bright brown: the whole of the fea
thers on the upper parts are grey-brown, edged 
,,,ith clear grey. 

The three last described birds possess so many 
characters in cammal}" that it is very difficult 
to discriminate them apal t; bllt by a proper at
tention to the des9ription it is hoped any on~ will 
be enabled to define them, as the descriptions, to 
avoid any possibility of mi~take, are taken ii'om 
Temminck, who has had frequent opportunities of 
seeing all the three in a free state, 

The present species is very abundant in Holland; 
it migrates into Germany and the south, and occa
sionally into England, three or four having been 
taken near Sand wich in Kent' it lives on the borders 
of the sea, and sometimes, though rarely, on the 
banks of rivers: it f~eds on small beetles, other. 
insects, and marine worms: it lays its eggs on the 



sand and sningle of the sea shore; thBY vary in 
number from three to· five, and are of a yellow
olive, marked with various sized irregular spots of 
dusky brown. 

NOISY PLOVER. 

(Chnradrius vociferus.) 

CR. corpore supra griseo-fusco sltbtus albo, flsciis pectorIS colli 
irontis genarumque nigris, cauda luteD. fu.lclil nigrd, ped/blts 
fiavis, ro~tro 11Igr O. 

Plover with the body above g .. ey-Lr'Own; heneath white; wi·.ll 
black fa~cia' on the breast, the neek, forehead, and cheeks; 
the tail yelluw, with a black fascia; the feet yelluw; the 
beak hlack. 

Charadrius vociferus. LillI!. S!Jst. Nat. 1.253. ij.-Gmel. Syst. 
Nat. 2. 6d5.-Lath. Ind. Orn. '1.. 7-l'}.. 6. 

Charallriud torqllatlls. Linn. S!J~t. Nat. 1.25.5. 9. ~ 
Pluvialis Virgihiana torquata. B, iss. OT/!. 5. 68 g. 
Plu\'ialis Dominicellsis torquata. Briss. flrn. 5. 70. 10. pl. O. 

f'}.· 
Kildir. BlIjT. Ois. 8. g6. 
Plu\ ier Q collier de St. Domingue. Buff. I'l. Enl. :/86. 
Chattering PJu"er, or Kill-Deer. CQte~b. C,lrol. 1. pl. 71.-

Wills. Amer. Om. 7. 73. pl. lix.f. 6. 
Noisy Plover. Pel/II. Arct. Zool. 2.400.-Lath. Gen. liyn. 5. 

199·6. 

THIS species is thus described by Latham: 
" Size of a Snipe: length nine inches and three 
quarters: beak above an inch long, and black: . 



'10ISY PLOVER. 477 

eyelids red: eye~ black: the forehead is white: 
between the eyes, across the head, a bar of black, 
passing on each side to the hind head: the chin 
and fore-part of the neck ib white; at the lower 
part of the neck the white encircles it like a i'ing, 
and is accompanied by a bar of black all round: 
on the bn>ast is another black bar, and except 
these, all the under parts are white: the h\nd part 
of the head, neck, and upper part of the body and 
wings, are dusky brown: rump rusty orange: the 
feathel s ver'y long: some of the leathers which 
fall over the greater quills frillged with \\ hite ; the 
1<:st black; a few of the ollter ones have" hite 
shaft:r.: tail the colour of the rmnp, much rounded 
in shape, near the end barred witll black, the 
tip white: legs pale yellow: male and female 
much alike." 

This is a restless lJoi<;'y species, setting up its 
cry the moment allY one approaches: it;g confined 
to America, being fonnd at New York, Carolina, 
and Virginia; at the latter place it. remains all 
the year, and is called kiit-deel', from its note 
re&embling that word; it migrates to New York 
in spring, where it breeds, and lays three or four 
eggs; returns south in the autumn. 
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(Charadrius Philippensis.) 

CH.fuscus, regione oculorum torque colfi caudaljue nigris,ftonte 
corpore subtus r(,c(1/Clbu~qlle apice alhi!. 

Brown Plover, with .the space round the eyes, collar on the 
neck, and tail, black; the f()rehe~d, body beneath, and tips of 
the tail-fe<lthers, white. 

Chara1jriu,l'hiJippensis. Lath. Ind. Om. 2· 745. 11. 
Petit Pluvier'd collier de Luc;.)n. Sonner. Va.lf. Ind. 84. pl. 46. 
Alexandrine Plover. Lath. Gen. S!Jn. 5 205 g. E. 

THIS bird is described and figured by Sonnerat: 
it is about tjle size of a Lark: its beak is black: 
iridfs yellow: on the forehead is a white spot; 
from thence beyond the eye and the sides black, 
bounded by a brown line, passing across the head 
from one eye to the other: the hind head, nape, 
back, and wings, brown: tail black, tipped with 
white: the throat, fore-part of the neck, and belly, 
white; this is continued on each side below the 
nape, so as nearly to surround the neck: below 
this is a hlack collar, passing quite round the 
neck: legs,dusky. This bird inhabits the marshy 
grounds in the island of Lu~onia, and feeds upon 
insects. 
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NEW ZE \I.AND PLOVER. 

(Charadrius Novle-Zealandire.) 

CH. cinereo.tJiridi~, facie e/ torque colli nigris, t)ittci annulari 
copitisfo.<cid a/mum corporc'I"c .wbtus albis. 

Grey-green PIO' er, with the face and ring on the neck black; 
an annlllur stripe on the 11c;}'u, fascia on the wings, and body 
beneath, white. 

Charadrius Novre Zealandire. Lath. Ind. Om. 2.745. 12. 
Clmradrius Novre Seelandire. Gmel. Sy,t. Nat. 1. fiS4. 
New Zealand Plover. Lath: Gen. S!Jil. 5. 206. 10. pl. 83. 

DESCHIBED and figured by Latham. "A trifle 
biggcr than the Ringed Plover: length eight 
inches: beak one inch long, red, with a black tip: 
irides blue-grey: eyelids red: the fore-part of the 
neck, taking in the eye, 'chin, and throat, black, 
passing backwards in a collar at the hind head; 
all the back part of the head behind the eyf! greenish 
ash-colour; these two colours divided by white: 
the plumage on the upper parts of the body the 
same colour as the back of the head: quills and 
tail dusky: the last order of ('overts white for some 
part of their length, forming a bir on the wing: 
the under parts of the body white: legs red. In
habits Queen Charlotte's :Sound: known there by 
the name of Doodooroa-aUoo." 
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b. CAPITE carunculato. 
b. Head carunculated. 

HOODED PLOVEIt. 

(Chnradrius pileatu9.) 

CH. cristnlu8,fionte carunculald, cm'pore supra rl!fil.griseo suhtus 
a/6o, ~Ieltice ~ufO. remigibus cl/udalJue "pice lIigris. 

Cre5ted I'Jol'cr, with a rarunculated frontal w,,!tle; the bnly 
above red grey; beneath white; .the crown, throat, quills, and 
tip of the tail, black. 

Charallrius pileatus. Ornel. S.lJst. Nat. 1. 691 .-Lath. Ind. Om, 
2. i4g, 'l6. 

Pluvier cnitre tlu s,enf:gal. Buff. Ois. B. loo,-Buff. Pl. En1.834. 
Hooded Plover, Lath. Gen. S!lrl . .5. 215.21. 

NATIVE of Senegal: len~th ten inches and a 
half: beak yellow, red towards the end, and black 
at the tip: the forehead covered with a canlll
culated yellow membrane, passing round the eyes: 
the head and part of the neck black: the hind 
head furnishe'd with a few short pointed feathers, 
hanging like a small crest, beneath which it is 
white: the upper parts of the body are rllfous 
grey:' all the under parts are white, with a few 
dusky dashes down the fore-part of the neck: the 
quills and tip of the tail a'1-e black: the tail very 
short: the legs red. 
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WATTLED PLOVJ,.R. 

(Charadrius bilobus.) 

CR. rifo-grneus, superciliis ahdomine fascia-que alarum (llbl~ 
pileo remigihus flsca4que rectricum nigrn. Cflru11culafrontis 
dependellte. 

Red-grey Plol'er; with the eyebrows, abdomen, an4 stripe 1m 
the wings, white; the pileus, quills, and band on the tail
{emhers, black; the front with a depending wattle. 

Charadrius bilobus. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 691.-Latk. Ind. Om. 
2·750.2S. 

Le Pluvier a lambeaux. Buff. OlS. 8. 102. 
Le Pluvier de la cote de Malabar. Blff[. Pl. &l. -S80. 
Wattled Plover. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 216. 23. 

LENGTH nine inches and a half: beak yellow: 
the forehead with a naked bare skin hanging 
down in a pointed flap on each side of the jaw: 
the crown of the head black: through the eye a 
stripe of white: the neck and upper parts of the 
body are yellowish grey, deepest on the back: th~ 
under parts, from the breast, white: greater wing
coverts with a band of white: quills black: tail 
similar to the back, crossed with a bar of black at 
the end, and the tips and outer web& of some oflithe 
exterior feathers white. Ir mhabits the coast of 
Ma1\bar. 

V. XI. P. U. 



482 

B. ALE Clll((lrai(f', 

B. WINGS armeu with a spur 

SENbGAL PLOVEIl. 

(Chnradrius Senega1ensis.) 

CR. 'remigibus pectore pedibusque atris, occipite cri~tato, rectri
ci~us dimidiato alhi,~, aluli,v spinosis. 

Plover with the quills, breast, and feet, dusky; the hin.'! head 
crested; the tail-feathers half white; the wings with a spur. 

Charallrius spino SUi. Linn. Syst. Kat. I 251). 12.-Gmel. SY.lt. 
Nat .. l. 6go .• Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. i48. 24. 

Pluvianus Senegalen~is armata, Brzss. Om. 5.86.15, pI. 7.f 2. 

Le Pluvier 11 aigrette. B71f. ~is. 8. 99. 
Spur-winged Plover. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 213. 20, 

LATHAM gives the followillg description of this 
curious bird: "Size of the Golden Ploven length 
twelve inches: beak above an inch long, and black: 
irides red: the crown of the heatl and throat are 
black, passing a little way down the neck before: 
the hind head a little crested: the back part of 
the neck, and upper part of the hody, and scapulars, 
are grey: sides of the head, and all the under 
part; from throat to vent, yellowish white, except 
a crescent of black on the' breast, the conve,,< ,Wll't 
uppermost: the lesser wing:coverts are black ;'f1w 
middle ones as the back; the greater yellowish 
white; but.some of the outer ones, and the nine 
outer greater quills, are black; -the ten next half 
white, half black; the two following yellowish 
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white, ~nd the four next the body grey: on die 
fore-part of the wing, just within tbe bend, is R 

spur half an inch in 'ength, a little bent, and 
black: tail yellowish white, tipped with black, 
deepest on the two middle feat.hers: legs black." 

This species is a native of Eg.ypt, frequenting 
the marshy places during the month of September. 

CRESTED l'I,OVJ::R. 

(Charadrius cristatus.) 

CH. COl pore i>ltp,a L(lstanI"O, collo abdomiu€rJ1lc imo alhis, collo an

tice pectore capite supra rCllligiolls caudaljue apire nigris, allllis 
spinosis. 

Plover with the body above chesnut; .the neck and abdomen 
white; the front of the neck, brca~t. head above, quills, ami 
tip of the tail, black; the wings with a spine. 

Charadrius spinosus, rg. Linn. S!Jst. Nat. 1. 250. 11,.-Luih. 
Ind. Om. 2.748. 24. 

Pluvialis Persica cristata. J3riss. Orn. 5. 84.14. 
Pluvier arme du Senegal. Buff. Pl. Enl. SOl. 
Pluver huppe de Perse. Buff. Ois. 8. 98. 
Black-breasted Indian l)loYer. Edw. pl. 47. male. 
Spur-winged Plover. Bdw. pl. 280. fcmale.-Latlt. Gen. S!Jn. 

5. :;&14. A. 

ALLIED to the ]ast: it is ('Jeven inches and a 
half in length: its b~ak rather more than an inch, 
and black: top of the head shining black: checks, 
sides of the neck, and occiput, white; the latter 
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slightly crested: the upper part of the necli, back, 
scapulars, rump, and upper tail~coverts, are ches
nut~brown: wing.coverts s!milar to the back; but 
those farthest from the body, and the secondaries, 
are chesnut-brown,.tipped with white: the great!;,f 
~i1ls are black ~ the throat and fore.parts of the 
neck, the ~ower part of the belly, and th~ vent, 
black: the breast and upper parts of the belly and 
of the vent white: the tail.whlie for two-thirds of 
its length, the rest black: legs deep brown. 

The suppo!\ed female differ'! principally in having 
the whole of the neck white, the black on the 
throat only reaching for. an inch down: breast 
and upper part of the Mlly dull black: the 
outer tail-feather tipped with white. Inhabits 
Russia, and the borders of the river eoic, ne'lr 
Aleppo. 

CAYENNE PLOVER. 

(Charadrius Cayanus.) 

CR. capite collo pmtice ./flSci&4ue pectoris nigris, Jascia occipitis 
annulari collo anticc abdomine basique caudce alMs, rllulis 
spinwi~. 

Plover with the head, hind part of ',he neck, and band on the 
breast, black; with a fascia on the occiput, ring on the neck, 
abdomen, and base of the tail, white; wings armed with a 
spine. 
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l;haraurius Cayanus. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 749. 25. 
Le l'luvicr armG de Cayenne. Buff. OlS. 8. ] 02.-Buff. PI.. 

En!. 833. 

Spur-winged Plover. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5.215.20. B. 

LIKE the two preceding species, the bend of the 
wing in this is armed with a shary blunt spur: the 
total length of the bird ift about nine inches: beak 
one inch, and dusky: the hind part of the head 
and nape are white, varied with grey: the fore
part and sides black, passing back to the. nape, 
and occupying all the hind part of the neck ;' it 
then comes forward on the fore-part, above the 
breast, forming a collar: between this and the 
chin is white: the middle of the back and the 
wings are rufous grey: the scapulars !nd quills 
are black: the under parts of the body, from the 
breast, are white: the basal half of the tail is 
white, the rest black: legs yello'Wish. Native of 
Cayenne. 
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PLUVlANUS. PLUVIAN. 

Generic Oharactel'. 

Rostrum basi crassum, versus 
'medium ~mpressum, acu
tum; mandibulil. superiore 

ad apicem declive. 
Nares ovatre. 
Pedes tridactyli; digiti gra

ciles, exferiores basi mem
brana cunnexi. 

PLUVlolNUS. Pieill. 
t":HARADIUUS. Lath. Grnel. CUI'. 

Beak thick at the base, com
pressed towards the Imd
dIe, acute; the upper .nan
dible bent down at the tip. 

~Vostril~ oval. 
Feet three-toed, the toes 

slender, the outer ones con
nected at their base by a 
membrane. 

T HE manners of the birds of this genus are not 
known, but it is presumed that they are not very 
dissimilar to those .of the preceding: they appear 
to be natives ·of the southern parts of Asia and 
Africa. <" 
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(Plll\ ianll~ melanl'lcl'ph.llu~ ) 

PL. ca:ruleo-grzsCllS, caplil' colla posttCO dOlsoque nigris, supercillis 
colla antlce pectorcque palltde rlffis. 

BIue-grey PluvJan, with the head, hind-part of the neC'k, and 
back,- black; the eyebrows, fore-part of the neck, and the 
breast, pale rufous. 

Charadrius melallocephalus Glllel. Sy5t Nat. 1. 692.-Lath. 
Ind. Om. 2 750.29. 

Le l'luvIan du flencgal. B'Jff. 0Is .. 8. lo-t.-Bujf. Pl. Enl. g18. 
Black-headed Plovrr Latll Gen Syn. 5. 21i 24. 

LOCALITY unkllo)Vn: length seven inches: the 
beak is back; one inch long: the·upper part and 
sides of the head black: the forehead yellowish, 
this colour passing over each eye in a broad streak, 
like an eyebrow: the hind part of the neck and 
back are black: the quills black, varied with wnite 
on their outer webs: the wings, rump, and tail, 
are greyish ash; the feathers of the latter, except 
the two middle ones, marked with black near their 
tips, which are white: the under parts of the 
hod y, from the chin, pale rufous, the breast deepest, 
and mottled witli dusky: the abdomen and vent 
nearly white: legs greyish ash: claws black. 
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WREATHED PLUVlAN. 

(Pluviauus coronatu8.) 

PL. jUscus capite superiore nigro, occipitil annulo, abdomine, 
flscid. alarum, caudaque albis, remigibusfallcidque rectricum ad 
apicem nigris. 

Brown Pluvian, with the upper part of the head blac.k ;. ring on 
the occiput, abdomen, fascia on the wings and tail, white; 
the quills and band towards the tip of the tail black. 

Charadrius coronatus. Grr;,el. Sgst. Nat. 1. ogl.-Lath. Ind. 
Orn, 2 749,-27, 

Pluvier couronnG du Cap de Bonne Esperance. BIfif. OiJ, 8. 
lOl.-Buff. Pl. Enl. 800. 

Wreathed Plover. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5.210.22. 

THIS is a Poingular species: it inhabit' the Cape 
of Good Hope: its length is twelve inches: its 
beak is reddish, dusky towards the tip: the head 
even with the eye, and chin, are black: round the 
cro;n runs a list of white, encircling the head like 
a wreath: the hind part of the neck and upper 
parts of the body are brown, with a gloss of greenish 
purple in some lights: the quills are black: the 
wing-coverts white: the neck, a.~ far as the breast, 
is grey: the breast is glossed with purple, similar 
to the back, and varied with a few black spots: 
the belly is white: the tail the same, with a broad 
band of black near the end: legs ferruginous. 
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AREN ARIA. SANDERLING. 

Generic Character. 

Rostrum mediocre, gracile, 
rectum, basi compressum, 
ad apicem dilatatum ob
tusum. 

Nares laterales. 
Pedes graciles, tridactyli; di. 

giti fissi. 
Ala: mediocres. 

Beak medial,slender ,straigh t, 
the .base compressed, to

wards the tip dilated and 
obtuse. 

Nostrils lateral. 
Feet slender, three.toed; the 

toes cleft. 
Wings medial. 

ARENARJA. Temm., Becks., Cu'Vier. 
CALIDRIS. Br;s.f., Leack, Vieill. 
TRINGA. Raii., Linn., Gmel. 
CHARADRIUS. Linn., Gmel., Lath. 

THERE is but one species of this genus, which 
was confounded by Linne with Tringa; but its 
characters are evidently dissimilar, as are also its 
manners: it breeds towards the north, emigrating 
in small flocks on the sea shore: it lives on marine 
worms, &c. 
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CO:\IMON SANDEllLlNG. 

(Areuaria vulgaris.) 

AR. rostro pedibusque nigris, loril uropygioqlle subgriseis, carport: 
suhtus alba immaculata, remigiblls prim(jribus seapis candidis. 

Sanderling with the beak and feet black; the lores and rump 
greyish; the bOlly beneath pure white; the shafts of the pri. 
mary quills white. 

Arenl{l'ftfYulgaris. Becks. 4. 36B.-Temm. Man. d'Orni .. '334. 

Calidris arenaria. Le(Jl;h. Cat. Mus. Brit. p. 28. 
Tringa arenaria. ,Linn. Syn. Na.t. 1.255. g.-Gmel. Syst. Nat. 

1. 680.-ll . ,;l~, A. 11 •• 
Charadrius C 'i..~n. Syst. Nat. 1. 2.51. 16. )oung.-

Gmel. Syst. NJt:,~~. young,-~th. Ind. am. 2. 74t. 4. 
young. 

Charadrius rubidus. (imel. Syst. Nat. 1. 6S8. summer plumage. 
Latil. Ind. Om. 2. 740. 2. summer plumage. 

Calidris grisea nlinor. Brias. Orn.. 5. 236. 17. pt. 20.J, 2. 
Le Sllnderling. Buff. Dis. 7. 532. 
Sanderling variable. Temm. Man. d'Orni. 334. 
Ruddy Plover. Penn. Arct. Zoot. 2. 404. young. Latli. Gen. 

Sgn.5. 195. 2.~Wills. Amer. Orn. 7. 12g. pl.lxiii.f. 3. young. 
Sanderling or Cilrwillet. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 212. pl. 73.

Penn. Arct. Zool. 2: 403.-"Alb. Birds. 2. pl. 7-i.-Latli. Gen. 
Syn.5. 197.-Latlt. Syn. Sup. 253.-Lath. SYll. Sup. II. 315. 

-Lewin. Brit. Birds. 5. pl. 183.-Wlllc. Syn. 2. pl. 160.
Pilit. Cat. Dors. p. t6.-Bctv. Brit. Birds. 2. p. I.-Mont. 
Orn. Dict. 2.-Mont. Orn. Diet. Sap.-Linn. Tt(I'Il!. ft.. :Lti8.
Wills. Amer. Orn. 7. 68. pl. lix .. f. 4. 

LENGTH eight inches: the whole of the upper 
parts of the body and sides of the neck are of a 
greyish white, with the middle of each feathel 
deeper: the nICe, throat, tore-plfrt of the neck, 
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antI thL' whole of the IlIlller parts of the hody, art' 
pure white: the edge of the wings and the quills 
are black, their coverts edged with white: the 
base of the quills and the shafts are pure white: 
the tail-feathers are grey, edged with whitt': beak, 
irides, and feet, black. This is the autumnal and 
winter plumage; in the spring it gains the fol. 
lowing. The face and top of the head are marked 
with large black spots, and the feathers are bor
dered with red, and.slightly with white: the neck, 
the breast,. and the upper parts of the sides, an;. 
grey-red, with the middle of each feather spotted 
with black, and their tips whitish: the bach. and 
scapulars are deep rufous, with large black spots, 
and the whole of the feathers edged alld tipped 
with white: the wing-coverts are dusky brown, 
undulated with rufolls: the two middle tail-feathers 
arc black, edged with greyish red: the belly and 
the rest of the under parts are pure white. The 
young before moulting have the tup of thp heau, 
back, scapulars, anu wing-coverts, black: the 
whole of the feathers are edged and spotted with 
yellowish: between the beak and eye is dusky 
brown: the nape, sides of the neck and of the 
breast, are bright grey, with delicate undulated 
stripes: the forehead, throat, fore-part or- the 
neck, and whole of the under parts of thi! body, 
are pure white: the edge of the wing, the quills, 
and tail, are similar to the adults. . 

This seems to be a pretty general inhabitant 
of the glabe, being found in Europe, Asia, and 
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America: in the former it is abundant in the 
spring and autumn, on the coasts of Holland and 
England,· flocking together with the Purres. I t& 
nourishment consists of small beetles and other 
marine insects: it breeds in the northern parts. 
By some persons they are called Oxbirds, by 
others Curwillet or TowwiUy. 



HlEMATOPUS. OYSTERCATCHEH.. 

Generic Character. 

Rostrum compressum, lUC

tum, longum, apice cu
neatuID. 

Nares Iaterales, in fussula 
sltre. 

Perks cursorii, tridactyli, 
fissi, digiti exteriores basi 
membrana connexi.. 

.Ala: mediocres, remig(' pri
more longiore. 

Beak compr4ilssed, straight, 
long, the tip cupeatcd. 

Nostrils lateral, placed in a 
groove. 

Feet formed for running, 
three-toed, cleft; the outer 
toes connected at the base 
by a membrane . 

Wings medial, the first quill 
longest. 

H./EMATorus. Raii. Linn. Gme!. Lath. Temm. f.i/eill. "each, cS-c. 
O&TRALlIGA. Briss. 
SCOLOl'AX. 'Scop. 

THE Oystercatcher always resides on the sea 
shore: it feeds on marine animals: it runs and 
flies with great freedom: its feel. are strong and 
muscular: its toes are aU placed forward, and the 
exterior ones are connected l1S far as the first joint 
by a membrane, and the interior by a slight rudi
ment of one.; the toes are also ed~ed with a slight 
membraneous appendage. 



COMMON OYSTLHC''' frIIER 

(Hrematopus Ostr.tlegus.) 

JllE. mger, corpore s!lbtu~ fasclt2 gufan et alarum! rop.1JglO cau
ddque bast albls 

Black Oystereatellcr, with the hody beneath, a faslla on the 
throat ane~~ the rump, and ba'iC of the tml, "hite. 

Hxmatr,Pdl~4!gub. LlIlll. Sllst Nat 1. 257.-Lwl! Faull • ..... ~~ .~Jl 

Sue~. l~s....;.fht,el. Syst. N,~t. 1. 694.-Rau. !-'!JII. 105. A 7-
Latlt.ll1.d. Ont.1A.'i.--Leach. Cat. Bl zt. Mus. p. 28. 

Ostraliga, "'~L Brus. am. '5. 38. 3.2. 
L'Huitrier. BtfF. 0iC. s. Uf}.pl. g.-Blur. PI LIII.929. 
Huitner. ~~ ~ C;,fJrrIi. 340. 
~.ea PIC, Pi~~, Penn. Brit. ZaGl. 2. 213 pl. 74. 

-Penn. A1'cI.Q!i:-d.-Will. Ang. 297.-AI6. I. pl. 78. 
-Cale~b. Carol: 1. pt. 85.-Haye8. Brit. Birds. pl. 12.-
Lath. Gen. S!Jn. 5 219.pl 84.-Letv. Brit. Bmis f).pl. 188.
-WaL 8'1n. 2. pl. 166.-Don. Bnt. Bzrds. 3. pl. 62 -Pult 
Cat Dors. p. IS.-Bew. Brit. Birds. 2. 7 -Mont. Orn. Dzct. 
2.-Moltt. Orn. DIet. 8up.-Low. Faun. Orcad. p. 91.-Wzlls. 
Amer. 01n. 8. 15. pl. lxiv.f. 2. 

THIS specie'; has the head, neck, upper part of 
the breast, back, wings, and tip of the tail, of a 
deep black: the rump, base of the tail and of the 
quills, a transverse stripe on the wings, and the 
whole of the under parts of the body, of a pure 
white: the' beak and circle round the eyes of a 
bright orange: the irides crimson: the feet fine 
red: the female similar. Tht' young have the 
plumage shaded and bordered with brown in those 
parts that are black in the adult: the 'rhite is of a 
dirty hue: the beak and circle round the eyes are 
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du~ky brovm: the irides are brown, and the feet 
grey, and before the autumnal or second moult 
the beak becomes spotted with black. 

It varies occasionally in having a white streak 
bcneatll the eyes, aud a trans\ cr'le one on the 
throat; it also occurs mottled with black and 
wuite, and of a pure white, but this la·st is of rare 
appearance. 

Oystercatchcrs abound on the coasts of Eng
land, and are in the glt.!atest profusion towards 
t he west: they feed 011 limpets and oysters, and 
from their Qcxtcrity in procuring- the latter their 
name is derived: on observing one of them which 
gapes wide cnough to insert its beak, it thrusts it 
in and thus takes out the inhabitan't. It does not 
construct any lJest, but deposits its eggs 011 the 
bare ground, above high-water mark; they arc 
generally four in number,· of an olivaceolls brown, 
blotched with black, anci are arranged in the form 
ofa square, with the small cnds inward, thus giving 
the greatest security and warmth to t'ach. The 
young are hatched in about three weeks, and arc 
saii to be capable of running as soon as they quit 
the eggs, and are immediately led by the parents 
to their proper food. During the period of incu
bation the male is ·very watchful, and upon the 
least alarm utters a loud scream and flies off, as 
does also the female, after running some di1>tance 
from the place w,here the eggs are deposited. In 
the winter they often associate in considerable 

Temminck says two, and but rarely three, 
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flocks, and are very wild; but iftakeu young may 
be easily reared, and will frequent the ponds and 
ditch~ during the day, keeping in company with 
domestic poultry •. They are abundant throughout 
aU the coasts of Europe, and occur on many of 
those of Asia and America. 

Two oth~r species of this genus are described, 
one said to "be totally black, from New Holland 
and other parts of the south, the other without the 
white on the throat, from the Cape of Good Hope; 
but as I havenot seen either drawings or specimens, 
I am under thee necessity of remainil10g silent on 
the subject. 



EROLJA. EROLIA. 

Generic Character. 

Ro.rtrum basi rotundatum, II Beak rounded at the baBe, 
longum, supra sulcatum~ 'long, above sulcated, arch .. 
arcuatim dcBexum, apice . ed, and deBc¥ed, the tip 
dilatato, obtusiusculo. dilated I1l1d dbtu~e. 

PerUs cursorii, tridactyli, di
g-iti cxteriores basi mem
brana c..onnexa. 

ER01.lA. Vieil, 

ri'eet formed for running, 
three-toed, the tllter toes 
connected at the Dase by a 
membran('. 

THIS genus was ei5t.ablished by Vieiliot in hi~ 
Analyse d'une Nouvelle Ornithologic Elementaire; 
btU no mention is made of the manners of the only 
sp'ecies belonging to it. 

VARIEGATED EROrIA. 

(Erolia varie~ta..) 

Ea. &upra cinl!1'eo alhidotJue ooriegatd, sub/us alha,· collo pee
toreque foaco lineatis, tfZ1lid alM a rostro ad oculos, remigibu, 
rectricilJII.,ue nigricantibus, ro.~tro pedihfllque .nigris. 

V. Xl. P. II. 8S 
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Erolia above variegated with white and grey; beneath white; 
with the breast and neck striped with fuscou~; from the beak 
to the eyes a white streak; the quills and tail-fE.athers dusky; 
the beak and feet black. 

Erolia variegata. Vieil. Anal. d'uTle Nouv Orn. Etem. p. 09 

A NEW bird, described as above by Vieillot, who 
states it to be" a native of Africa, and of the size of 
the Ringed Plover, but does not stand so high on 
the legs. Its habits are not Jlotic.ed. 
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CURSORIUS. COURSER 

Generic Character. 

Roatrum capite brevius, tere-II Beak shor,ter than the head, 
tiusculum, gracile, form- rounded, slender, ax:ched; 
catum, ver~us apiccm in- towards the tip bent down, 
curvum, u(utum. und unIte. 

}{are8 mata', tubere milluto Nostril,~o\ ate', furlli~hcd with 

instruct<c. a smull tubercle. 
Pcru:s eursorii, tridactyli; di- Feet formed for running, 

giti breVI, exteriores basi three-toed; tke toes short, 

membranuh"t conQ.exi; un- the outer one;. connected 
gUtS brevissimre. at the base by a slight 

membrane; the claws very 

short. 

Ala: mediae res, rl'mige se~ 

cumla longior quam pri-II 
more. 

Wings medial, thJ ~econd 

feather longer than the 
first. 

CURSORIUS. Lath" Meijer, Temm., CU'II. 
CHARADRIUS. Gmel. 
TAClIYDROMUS. ltr'g., Vzezl. 

T HE species of this genus inhabit the hot countries 
of Asia and' Africa, but thpir manners still remain 
in obscurity. One species 'Iometimcs, though 
very rarely, Visits • .Europe, only. three instances 
being on record; one in :France, one in Austria, 
and the other in England. 
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(CUI'!!GriUI isabellinus.) 

Cu. fU8et~cen', strigti per oculos pallida, 'remigibu~ maculd pone 
ocul0t et ad apicem riclricum lateralium njgris, abdomine 
alMao.' 

FU8cet!cent CoUrser, wtth a 'Pale stripe through the eyes; the 
quills, spot be8eath the eyes, and at the tip of the latcral tail
feathers, black; the abdomen whitish. 

CUrsoriu8 isapellf!l.U8. ~eijer.-1'emm. Man. a'Orni. 342. 
Cur!orius Europteas. Lath • .llid. 0,.,. 2. 751. J. 

Charadrius GallicU8. Gmet. SYlt. liat. 1. 6'12. '1.7. 
Le Coure-vite Buff. Ois. 8. 12S.-B'!ff. Pl. Enl 795. 
Coure-"ite isabelle. Temm. Man. d'Orni. 342. 
Cream-coloured Pl~ver. LatA. Gen. S!ItI. 5. 217. 25.-Lath. 

Syn. Sup. 254. pI. 1I6.-Leto. Brit. Birds. 6. pl. J 87.-Jf~lc. 

Syn. 2. pl. 164.-Mont. Orn: Dict. 2.-Mont. Om. Diet Sup. 

LE~TH ten inches: beak black, three-quarters 
of an inch long: the forehead, under parts of the 
body, neck, back, ·tail, and wing-coverts, of a 
reddish cream-colour; the' latter edged with grey: 
the throat whitish: behind the eyes a double black 
stripe: tlle abdomen whitish: the whole of the la
teral tail-feathers black towards the tip, ",ith a small 
spot ()fwhite in the centre 'of: the black: legs yel
lowish. 

This rare species is a 'native of Africa, and has 
three times been' captur~d in the southern and 
temperate parts of lturope ; . which being an acci
dental circumstance, I have adopted the name 
proposed by Meijer and Temminek, as the one 
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llsed by Lat~am is not applicable: the manners of 
the bird are unknown. 

qne of the three before-mentioned specimens 
was shot near St. Alban's, in Kent, the seat of 
William Hamond, Esq., who presented it to Dr. 
Latham, with the following account. "It was 
first met with running upon some light land, and 
so little fearthl was it, th:~.t after having sent .for a 
gun, one was brought to him which did not readily 
go off, having been charged some time, and in 
consequence missed his aim. The report frightened 
the bird away; but after making a turn or two, it 
again settled within a Imrrdred yards of him, when 
he was prepared with a 'Second shot. which dis
patched it. It was observed to in with' in
credible swiftness, and at intervals to pick up 
something from the ground; and W3-S so bold as 
to render it difficult to make it rise from ~e 
ground, in order to take a more secure aim on the. 
wing. The note was not like any kind of Plovers, 
nor indeed to be compared with that of any known 
bird/' This specimen found iti way into the Le
varian Museum, at the time of the sale of which it 
was purchased from Fichtel, who had bought ii; by 
that zealous British naturalist, Donovan, for the 
8vm {)f ~ighty-tltree guineas.' It is now dep08ite4 
in the British Museum. 
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COROMANDEL COURSER. 

(Cursoriu~ Asiaticus.) 

Cu. fiscus, superciliis guM abdomine imo uroP!lgio caud~qu(J 
apice alhis, remigibus fasciaque ocular; nigris. 

FuscoUs Courser, with the eyebrows, throat, ~domen, rump, 
and tip of the tail, white; the quills and stripe on the eyes 
black. 

Cursorius Asiaticus. i.,ath. Ind. Orn. 2.751. 2. 
CursoriuB Coromandelicus. Gmel. 8gst. Nat. 1.692. 
Coure-vite de Coromande1. B'!Jf. Ois.8. 129.-Buff. Pl. Enl. 

892· 
Coromandel Plover. Lath. G~. Syn. 5,217.26. 

THE following is Latham's description of this 
bird: " Size "Of the former: top of the head, and 
fore-parts, as far a.s the breast, reddish chesnut! 
chin whitish: behind the eye a white streak, and 
through the eye a black one, passing to the- hind 
head, the white entering a little way into the black 
at the back part: behind the neck, the back, 
wings·, and tail, brown: upper part of the belly 
dusky: the rest of the parts beneath. the rump, 
upper tail. coverts and tip of the tail, white: quills 
black: legs yellowish white. From the coast of 
Coromandel. ,. 



OIlDElt 

GRALL..t£. 

ROSTRUM divC1'8ttm. 
PEDES tetradactyli, aut mediocres aut lORgi, validi 'Vel 'enue'i 

FEMORA supra genua plus minusve denudataf TARSI rotundati, 
nudi ret~ulati j nCG 1 T I jis$i aut hasi membrOftc1 ct?ftncJ:i; pollez 
aut a terra elevatu1;, 'aut upice lolowi1lsiMenl., vel humi JIs
Ulmhens, 

Beale various. 
Feet four-toed, moderate, or long, strong, or slender; the 

thighs more or less naked above the kllt:e; tarsi rounded, 
naked, and reticulated; toes cleft, or connectelat the base".". 
a membrane; the hinder one either elevated from the ground, 
the tip alo'lor the whale resting thereoa. 

THESE birds run al;>out on the sea sheres, an~ the 
borders oflakes and rivers: they subsist;. uion ~npc
leides, and small fifihes and their fry; reptiles.",,~d 
aquatic insects, the Cranes excepted, which live on 
beetles, larvre, and. seeds: they live jn pairs, but 
during their migrations, which take plilce regularly 
in these climates, to the south of Eu'"'rope and the 
shores of the Mediterranean, t~ey associate in 
flocks. In manyoftq,e genera the 8peciesmoulta.nd 
change their plumage regularly twice a year; in 
others they always rep,in the .sam~ plumage, pD
dergoing the prOpel; moult. The diVIsion of this 
.and the preceding order ~s not so natural a,
could be wished. the ~uatarole appro~ching 
very closely to the Charadrii, ~nd "the Vanelli 
materially receding from·-tbe ~itds of th.e, other 
genera. 
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Generic Character. 

~m bl'eve, gra.cile, Tec

tum, compressum, apice 
I!!ubtumido, obtuso. 

Naril laterales. 

Pedes tetrad8f:~li, digiti ex
,tle.fteres . .basi urembranli 
coa&i .. polle4'~mimus 
a. taTa elev(l.tus. 

$ ..... _ rem~ pri:' 
.re~. 

Beak smort, slender, straight, 
coh}.pressed, the tip slightly 
tumid and obtuse. 

NOItrila lateral. 
Feet four-toed, the outer toes 

i-ined at !is base by a 
~emb~~hlnd~tres 
very sbort, and elevated 
ftolQ 1he grolUld. 

Wings acuminated, the first 
quilllollgest. 

$cwATJoa&LA. ~(J(lh, f'1ftI. 
'VU¥J.LVS.. 8nm., neil~ Briss. 
TBlIfGA. linn., Gmel .. Lath 
·PLVVIALIS. Ra?/: 
fCalMDB'va. P4l. 

LutE tie. tb.iri\ of the I~no'wipg genus, this 
~sides on the bo.rders of rivers or Ip,afshy places", 
~ js nowish(tt1 ~th ~h-woRnS aGd the Iiu"vre 
of va:rio~ iueets: anfy one fpecies is· known, 
wbich.!s ~ . .,.tivJ,r. ~PfP:'ate regiolli~ ~"hi11del' 
claw is ettremelv sbort. 
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GREr SQU~TAROLLE. 

(Squatarbla grisea.) 

Sa. corpore griseo subtus albido, uropygio albo, "ctnci{pu tdlJis 
flsciis fuscis, rostro nigro, pedibus virescentibu8. 

Squatarolle with the body grer; beneath. white; the rump 
white; the tail·feathers white, with fuscousfueife; the beak 
black; the feet greenish. 

Squatarola grisea. Leach. Cat. Brit. Mus. p. 29. 
Tringa squatarola. Linn. S!lst. Nat. 1. ~2. 23.-Linn. Faun.. 

Sueo. 186.-Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 682.-Latll. Ind. Om. 2. 
729. II. 

TringaHelvetica. Lime. S!!.t. N.at.l:iSO.12. 8u.-er1h~. 
-Gmel. 81s," Nat. I, G76. summer plIIaage.~". W 
Orn. 2. 728. 10. 'Swnlllllf ~l.umage.' . . 

Tringa varia. Linn. Syst.!JlfIJ.,l. 25~~ ~l. YOUfl&.-Gmel.8!11L 
Nat. 1. 682. ",ung. _ 

Vanellus varma. 1Jrks. Om. 5. 1'OS. t· ,e. IG.fl2.';OUn$'~ 
Va.oeIlus griseus. Briu. ClrJl. S. 100.'2. pl. 9. fi rl. . 
Vanellus ael'l1eticull. Brill, Om. i. 14)6 ••• pl. H). j. ;l.. ~ 

pbunage. 
Pluvialis cinerea. Raii. Syn. 111. A. 3. 
Vanneau pluvier. Buff. Dis. 8. Is.-Buff • .. B.a. eM.-

Tem*I. Mant d·Omi. 845. 

Vanneau varic. Btif. PZ. &l. 91/11. JQWI~. 
Van.neau de /Suisse. Bt.Uf. Ois • .a. 6Q.-IJ'tff. ,Pl. Enl. 856. 
Swiss Sandpiper. Penn.,Arct. Zoot. 2. 3g6.-Lqth. Gen. st(t(. 

5.1(57. IO.-Lath. Syn.Sup. 148. 
-Grer Ptover. Alb. 1. pl.16! B~. ltrit. Birt6. I.3lU. 
GreySaadpiper. .,.;B;tt ~.2. 191.,,-Penn. Ar&t.Zf/tU.L 

a93.-Lat~. Gtm. 8y".'~. 168. 1l.--.lAth. Byn. SfIfJ. ~ 
Lew. Brit. Bird&. 6. pt. l(j9 • ...,.JJf. fJtn., 1Jl. 2. 140.-P,""". 
Cat. Dora. p. 15.-Mont. Om. Diet. 2.-M-.0..... Did. Srfp. 

biEjI\~Y ,one f~ot in. leQgth: tae ... abetd, ,eye .. 
hlQ~, ItAlroat. middle of the :taeiY. It .... aDd 
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abdomen, of a pure white; fore-part of the nt!ck 
and sides of the breast white, varied with dusky 
and brown spots: the Vtpper parts of the body 
dusky brown, ,varied with 3'etIowish green spots, 
and the whole of the feathers tipped with dusky 
and whitish: the under tail. coverts mottled with 
small diagonal brown bands: the tail white; red
dish towards the tip; >striped wiHr brown bars, 
which are paler and fewer in number on the outer 
feathers: beak black:' irides dusky: feet dusky 
grey. The young somewhat resemble the old; 
they have the forehead, the eyebrow.s, the sides of 
the breast and those of the body spotted, but 
paler than in them: the colour of the upper.parti'! 
of the plumage is of a white grey, varied with 
dusky; the quills Deing slight'lyedged ~ith whitish: 
the hansverse bars on the tail are grey. 

The StUIlmer plumage is as follows: the space 
b~ween the eye and the beak, the thro~t, the sides 
and fore-plrt of the neck, the middle of the breast, 
the ,belly, f.Dd the sides of the body, are deep 
black: the forehead, a broad band ab6ve the eyes, 
the lateral parts .of the neck, the sides of the 
breast, the thighs, and' the abdomen, are pure 
white: the nape is varied with brown, black, and 
white: the occiput,. the back, the scapula5S, and 
wing.coverts, are of a deep blaQk, the whole of 
the feathers being tipped with a large spot of pure 

. white: on the greater wing-coverts and the sea-
pulars are several' large whit~ spots: the under 
tail-coverts ar.e -marked with oblique black bands: 
1be nBddle tail.-feathers are striped with--white and 
black. 
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This bird inhabits the gravelly borders of lakes 
and humid fieJds of the temperate regions d'f Eu
rope: it is most abundant in France and Switzer
land, and rare in Germany, Holland, a.nd England; 
being found in the latter country only iIi the 
summer, as it breeds within the Arctic circle; 
which is the cause of the variety called the Swiss 
Sandpiper not occuring in these parts. It feeds on 
-worms, and associates in small flocks of six or 
seven. In the roof of the mouth- of this bird is 
a double row of spinous appendages, pointing 
inwards. 
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VANELLUS. LAPWING. 

Generic Character. 

llostrum teretiusculum, lon
gitudine capit~s, compres
sum, apicc tumidum, obtu
sum, reflexum. 

Narcslateralcs. 
Pedes tetradactyli, digiti ex

teriores basi membrana 
connexi; pollex brevis. 

.dlaJ elongata remigibus tri
bus exteriorihus quarta vel 
quin~ brevioribus. 

Beak rounded, as long as the 
head, compressed, the tip 
tumid, obtuse, and bent 
down. 

Nostrils lateral. 
Feet four-toed, the outer toes 

connected at the base by a 
membrane; hind toe very 
short . 

Wings elongated, the three 
outer fellthers shorter than 
the fourth or fifth. 

VANELLUS. Meyer, Temm., Vieil •• Leach. 
SQtlATAROLA. Cr.ro. 
TRINGA. Linn .• Gmel., Lath. 
GAVlA. Klein. 
P A.U. Linn., Gme~. 

THE Lapwings reside in damp and humid si
tuations on the borders of rivers: they are dIstin
guished by having th~ hinder toe small, and in 
having large wings, which make a great noise 
4uring .flight: many of the species are. rendered 
conspicuous by possessing'a spur at the base of the 
wing, and a few are ornamented in addition with 





CRESTED LAPWING. S09 

wattles, or a crest: they feed upon earth~worms 
and larvlE: they only undergo a single moult, 
contrary to most of the genera comprehended in 
this order. 

A. ALA;: muticte. 
A. Wiriglu~ 

CRESTED ~WJt!t 

(V~a.-.w 

VA. corpore supra 'lJiriilt.....,.,.. .. ~re nigro, pentlis 
occipitis longissimis crilta,,! ejficielt71 Ui, rectricibus ihtermed,is 
decem a hasi ad medium alMs j exlima toll1 alba, pedibus ruhris. 

Lapwing with the body above green-gold; beneath white; with 
the breast black; the occipital feathers elongated, forming a 
crest; the ten middle tail-featbelll from tile Gaselo the middle 
white; the outer one entirply white.; the feet red. 

Vanellus Gavia. Leach. Cat. Mus. Brit. p. 29. 
Vanellus cri&tatus. Meyer. 
Tringa Vanellus. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 248. 2.-Linn. Faun. 

Suec. 176.-G'WId. Syst. Nat.. 1. 670.-Raji. Syn. 110. A. 1.
Brisa. Orn • .5. g4. 1. pl. 8.f. I.-Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 726.2. 

Le Vanneau. Buff. Ois. 8.48. pl. 4.-Buff. Pl. Enl. 242. 
Vanneau huppe. Temm. MaT). d'Orni. 347. . 
Lapwing Peevit, or Bastard Plover. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. 19o. 

-Penn. Arct. Zool. 2.480. D.-Will. 307. pl. 67.-Alb. Birdl. 
J. pl. 7.t.-Hu.1!t!8. Brit. Birds. pl. 1 to-Lath. Gen. Syn. 5.161. 
2.-Lewin. Brit. Birds. 5. pl. 167.-Pult. Cat. Dors. p. 15. 

-Wale. Syn. 2. pl. 14';.-Don. Brit. ·Birds. 2. pl. 25.-Bew. 
Brit. Birds. 1. 324.-Mont. Orn.lllDict. I.-Bing. Anim. Bio/r. 
2. 307.-Low. Faun. Dread. p. 84 .. 



510 CHESTED V\PWING. 

THIS elegant species has the occipital feathers 
grearly elongated, slender, and recurved at the 
tip: the ~op of the head, the crest, the forc-part of 
the neck, and the breast, glossy black: the upper 
parts of the body are deep green, with brighter 
reflections: the sides of the neck, the belly, the 
abdomen, and the base of the tail, are pure white: 
the tail-feathers-afe tipped witn a large black spot, 
the outer one excepted: its under coverts are 

, J:ufous: the beak is dusky: the feet during the 
winter arc red-brown; in the summer browni"h 
redo: its length is thirteen inches and a half. The 
female has the black on the throat and on the 
breast less deep. The young have the occipital 
crest shorter: beneath. the eyes they are dusky: 
the tnroat is varied with black arid grey-brown: 
the wh'ole of the feathers of the upper and under 
parts of the plumage are tipped with yellow
ochre: the feet are olive-grey. 

It vari~s accidentally in being found of a pure 
white, or yellowislt white, with the whole of the 
prpper colours slightly indicated; also mottled in 
various manners with white. 

The Lapwing is comnwn in most parts of Eu
rope, particularly Holland: it frequents the damp 
shores of lakes and 'ri\1ers, and also fens, humid 
fields, or heaths. It changes its place. ac~ording 
to the season, retiring southward in' the autumn, 
at which time it associates in ,large flocks of four 
or five hu~dred, .or' more, and frequents marshy 
places: they are thE1P esteemed good food, and 
many arc captured for the t:\ble; the eggs are also 
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r.onsidered a delicacy, and are f.t:equently brought 
to the Loudon markets for sale, and fetch a high 
pnce. 
. The female lays four eggs on the ground, in a 
hole forrtlCu by herself, and partly fil1ed with dry 
grass; they are of an olivaceous brown, blotched 
with black: she sits about three weeks, and the 
young are able to run within twolor tbree days 
after they are hatchE,:d; but are not capable of 
flying til1 nearly full grown: tb.eyare led about by 
the parents in -search of food, but are. not fed by 
them. Dttring this period the.old birds exhibit 
the greatest anxiety for their welfare, and the arts 
llsed by them to allure boys and .dogs f~om the 
place they frequpnt are very ,singular; the female 
in particular, upon the approac}rl- of an intrudei-~ 
boldly pushes out 'to meet him; when as nea' ao; 
she dare venture, she rises from th~ ground, with 
a loud scream, and apparentJy in great anxiety, 
striking at the invaders witl} her wings> and now 
and then fluttering a" if wounded: -to co~plete the 
deception, she becomes stilJ m6re clamorous as she 
retires from the nest; and at last, when their pur
SUE'rs are drawn off to a proper distance" she exerts 
her powers; and leaves them far behind. 

The food of these .birds consists principally of 
worms, whieh they extract from their holes with 
great ingenuity. "I ·hav-c seen this bird," says 
Latham, « approach a worm cast, turn it aside, 
and after making two or three turns about by way 
of giving motion to the groul:!d, the W9rm came 
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out, and the watc;hful bird seizing hold of it, drew 
it' forth." 

Lapwings are lively, active birds, being almost 
continuallY-in motion: they remain a long time on 
the wing, and sometimes rise to a considerable 
height: their cry is plaintive, somewhat r~embling 
the word pee-wit, which has given tise to one of 
their provincial names.. They are very useful in 
gardens, as they keep rh~ free from' worms, 
slugs, and insects, and will·tecome tolerably fami
liar, and d4jing the winter require.to be fed with 
bread or meat·, astAt thti season their ,.oper food 
fails them. An intereSting ~crlote is related by 
Bewick, exhibiting the domestic nature of these 
birQ/very faithftlU,.· but which, on account of its 
Itnlfh, I am aodatni.om\mit. 

B. Aut calcarlltt2. 

B. Wings a~ with B. spur. 
a. CAPUT palea ItOIJ #urtructtnn. 
a. Head not furnished with a wattle. 

·CAYENNE LAr'wING-. 

(Vanellu, Cayanensis.) 

VA. cristatus, dorso oviridi-purpureo, colle nifescente, fronte guld 
fascia pmori.t caud&que nigris, margine alarum eztru a6domine 
ImsUjue cauda! albis". 
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Crested Lapwing', with the back of a purple-green; the neck 
reddbh; the forehead, throat, fascia on the breast, and tail, 
black; the outer edge of the- wings, the abdomen, and base 
of the tail, white. 

Tringa Cayanensis. Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 727. 5. 

Parra Cayennensis. Grnel. Sysf. Nat. 1. 706. 
Yanlleau arille de Cayenne. Buff. Ois. S. 66.-Buff. Pl. Enl. 836. 
Cayenne Sandpiper: Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 164. 5. 

LESS than the preceding: length eight inches 
a11d a half: beak red, with a black tip: the for:e
head and throat are black: the middle of the 
crown ciner~ous: the hind heaa brown, with five 
or six long dusky feathers, similar to those of the 
Lapwing: the neck is dusky white: the back 
greenish purple: on the breast is a broad black 
band: the belly and vent are white: o1\e third of 
the outside of the wing is white; near its bend is 
a short, rather curved, brown spur: the haY' of the 
tail at the ba~e is white, the rest black, with the 
tip edged with white: legs reddi:;h: claws black. 
Inhabits the marshy savannahs of Cayenne, fceding 
on insectfol. 

V. Xl. P. II. 34 



'b. CAPUT carullcult1 instructum. 
b. Head furnished with a wattle, 

GOA LAPWIN'G. 

(Vanellus Goensis.) 

V:A., fuscus, capite colla Temipibus foscit1'lue caudll! lIig7'i.~, linea 
loq.gitt~diTlali colll pectore llbdqmillefascid alaruM basirjue c{ludll! 
albis. 

Brown Lapwing, with the beau, neck, quills, and band on the 
tail, black; a longitudinal stripe on the neck, the 'breast, 
abdomen, stripe on the wings, and base of the tail, 'white. 

Tringa Goensis. Latlt. Ind. Orn. 2.727.7. 
Parra Goensis. Grnel. Syst. Nat. 1. 706. 
Vanncau arm6 des lndes. Buff. ~is. 8. 64. 
Vanneau arme de Goa. BvJf. Pl. Enl. 80i. 

Goa Sandpiper. Lath. Gen. S!Jn. 5. 165.7. 

LATHAM thus notices this species: H Length 
thirteen inches: beak dusky: head and neck black: 
'before the eye, and round it, carun01lated ane.! 
red: from the back part of the eye a stripe of 
white, passing down on each side the neck, and 
COiJ1municating with the breast, which, as well as 
the under parts of the body, is white: the back and 
wing-coverts are rufous brown: greater coverts 
white: quills black: the base of the tail tor one
third is white, the middle black, and the end 
brown: legs yellow: it has four toes, all of mo
derate length: on the fore-part of the wing, near 
the joint, is a sharp shurt spur." This binI in
habits Goa. 
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SENEGAL LAPWING 

(Vanellus Senegalensis.) 

VA. fuscus, guM remir;ibusfascittque cauda! nigris, fascid alar:u". 
IOllgitudillali abdo",ine hasi apiceque caudlE alhis. 

Brown Lapwing, with the throat, quills, and band on the tail, 
black; a longitudinai stripe on the wings, the abdomen, and 
the base nnd tip of the tail, white. 

Vanellus Senegalensis armatu8. Briss. Orn. 5. II), 6. pl. 10. 

f. 2. 
Tringa Senegalla. Latlt. Ind. Om. 2. 72H. B. 
Parra Senegalla. Linn. Syst. Nut. 1. 259. 2.-Gmcl. Sys~. Nat. 

1.706. 
Le Vanneau arme du Scm·gal. Buff. Oi~. 8. 62.-BII/J. Pl. 

Elll.362. .' 
Senegal Sandpiper. Lath. Ge". Syn. 5. 166. 8. 

LENGTH one foot: beak yellow-green, tipped 
with Llack = the forehead covered with a yellowish 
skin: the chin and throat are black: the head, 
upper parts of the body, and lesser wing-c()verts, 
are gJ;ey-brown: the under parts the same, but 
paler: "the lower part of the belly and the upper 
and under tail-coverts are dull white: the greater 
wing-coverts the same: the quills are black, more 
or less white at the base; and at the bend of the 
wing is a black spur: basal half of the tail dirty 
white, the rest black; tipt with pale rufous.' In
habits Senegal. It is a il0isy species, and as soon 
as it espies a man, it sets up a loud scream, by 
which means all other birds in the neighbourhood
are alarmed, and fly off: it associates with its mate. 
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\fEW HOLl,AND LAPWING. 

('? anellus Novre-Hollandire.) 

VA. Ollvaceaftrrugineus, subtus albus, vertice nigro, remigibw 
rectricibusque ni[;ris. 

Rusty-olive Lapwing; beneath white;' the crown black; the 
quills and tail-feathers black. 

Tringa lobata. Lath. Ind. Om. Slip. lxv. 
Wattled Sandpiper. Lath. Gen. S/lil. 11.'313. 8. 

D~SCRIBED by Latham as below: "It is at least 
ninetecn inches in lcngth: thc bcak pale: iridcf> 
yellow: the crown and nape are black: side£ of 
the heau and round the eye furnished with a 
rnrunculated y<,l1ow membrane, hanging down (In 
each side in a pointed wattle: the neck and all 
beneath is white, but the sides of the breast next 
the wings are black: back and wings olive-brown, 
with a tinge of nut-colour: the quills and end of 
the tai1 black, but the very tip of the last is f~ingcd 
with white: the bare part of the legs ab()IVe the 
knee, and a small space below it, is of a rose
,colour; the rest black, with rose-coloured seg
ments: at the bend of each wing a stout yellow 
spur, somewhat bent, Inhabits ~ew South \\ al~s: 
is sometimes met with in the flats going to Parra
mattut but is not a common bird." 
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• LOUISIANI: LAPWING. 

(Vanellus Ludoviciana.) 

VA. carunculatus, corpore grzseo7!usco, subtus bas1'lue calida! albu
rifcsccnte, pileo remiglbusfasclc1quc rectricum nigris. 

Carunculated IJapwing, with the body grey-brown; beneath, 
and the base of the tuil, of a whitish red; the top of the bead, 
quill~, and stripe on the tail, black. 

V:lIICllIolS I'Hlovicianus armatus. Bns.l. "Ttl. 5. 114.7. pl. 8.f. 2. 
Tringa"Iudoviciana. Latlt. Ind. Om. 2.727.6. 
Parra ludoviciana: Grnel. S!J.IL. Nut. 1. 700. 
Vunneau arrne de Ia Louibiane. Buff. UIS. 8. p. 05.-Bl1if. PI. 
En~ 835. 

Armed Sandpiper. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 395. 0. 
Louisiane Sandpiper. Lath. Gen. s.1j/l. 5. 164.6. 

THIS species is cleven inches in lengthe: its beak 
is orange; at its base is a naked .yellow skin, 
rising up on the forehead, including the eyes, and 
hallging on each 5ide of the mandible like a wattle: 
the top of the head is black: the rest of the upper 
parts are grey-brown: the quill~ are mostly black, 
nried more or less with grey: at the bend' of the 
wing'is a sharp spur: the under parts of the body 
are yellowit-.h white: tail yellowish white, with 
a black tip: legs red: claws black. Inhabits 
Louisiana. 
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DOMINICA LAPWING. 

(Vanellus Dominicensis.) 

VA. carunculatus, corpore fulvo suM,us roseo, rectricibus fulvis, 
rostro pedibusque jlavis. 

Carunculated Lapwing, with the body fulvous; beneath rosa-
ceous; the tail-feathers fulvous; the beak and feet yellow. 

Vanellus dominicus armatus. Briss. Orn. 5. 118. B. 
Trillga Ludoviciana. ~ Latll. II/d. Orn. 2. 727, 6. 
Parra dominicana. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 259. 1. 
Louisiane Sandpiper, Latlt. Gen. Syn. 5. l~. 6. var. A. 

THIS bird is said to inhabit the warmer p.aftS of 
America and Saint Domingo, and is described by 
Latham as a variety bf the Louisiane Lapwing; 
but it apjears to be a distinct species. It is thus 
described by that ornithologist; " Size of the 
Louisiane species; beak yellow; the base of it sur
rounded with a yellow skin, as in that bird: the 
head and upper parts pale yellow: the under yel
lowish white, inclining to rose-colour: tail as the 
back, but the side-feathers incline to rose-colour on 
the inner webs: legs yellow." 
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STRIPSILASM TURNSTONE. 

Generic Character. 

Rostrum basi crassiusculum, 
rectum, valid urn, culmine 
planiusculo, apicl;: bU Ltrun
cato; rnandibula superiore 
versus medium inflexa, in
ferior paulo ascendens. 

Nares basales, later!les, mem
brawl semiclausre. 

Pedes tetradactyli, digiti ex
teriores membranula con
nexa. 

Ala: acumiuatre, rpmige p~
more longiore. 

Beak thickened at the base, 
straight, solid, the ridge 
plane, the apex subtrull
cate; the upper mandible 
Lent do"m towards the 
middle, the under rather 
ascending. 

Nostrils basal, lateral, half 
closed by a ~embrane. 

Feet four-toed, the outer toes 
connected with a slight 
membrane. 

Wings acuminated, the first 
quill longest. 

~TIUPSlLAS. Temm. Vieil. Lea~h. 
MORINELLUS. Ray. 
TRINGA. Linn. Gmel. Lath~ 
ARENARIA. Briss. 

OF the genus Strip silas only one species is 
known, which resides for a short space of time in 
the temperate countries of Europe, migrating to 
the northern ones to breed: it resides on the shores 
of the sea, and Fesembles the Lapwings and San
derlings in habit. 
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COMMON TURNSTONE. 

(Stripsilas J nterpres.) 

"T. corpore nigro albo.fel rugineoque vario, pectore abdominegue 
allns, g6¥ coUoque subtus lIigris, caudd basi apiceque aIM, 
ffl£dio nigpa. 

Turnst.pne 'With the body varied with black, white, and ferru
ginoilJ; tll6 breast and abdomen ;hite ; the chee ,{s, and neck 
beneat"', black i ,ttte IJMe ~q tip of the tail white, the middle 
blaok. 

Strip.tt6 :inter.Pi~ii ~. Cal. Brit. Mus. p. 29. 
Stripsila!i:ql~;" ~.lfMn. d' O,.ni. p. 3~9. 
Tringa interpres. Linn. Sf/st. Nal. 1. »48. 4.-Linn. Falin. 

Suee. l}'S.~Gmel. Sjpi. Nat. 1. 671.-Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 

738.45. 

Tringa Morinella. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 24g. 6. young.-Gmet. 
S!Jst. Nat. 1. 671. 4. (fl. young. 

Arenaria. Briss. Orn. 5. 132. 1. 

Morinellus marinus. Rail. 8!Jn. 112. A 5. 

Arenaria cintrea. . .8risa. Orn. 6. '37.2. pl. 11. f. 2. young. 
Lc TourneJ!1fu're. huff. Ois. 8. 130. pl. 10. 
Coulon-chaud. BId/. Pl. Enl. SSG. 
Coulon-chaud de Cayenne., I;1rIJf. Pl. Enl. 34D. 
Coulon-chaud gris dl'-Caycnne. Buff. Pl. Enl. 857. 
Hehridal Sandpiper. "Penn. Brit. Zool. 2. Zoo.-Penn. Aret. 

Zool. 2. 382. 
Turnstone, or Sea Dotterel.-Edw. pl. 111.-Wtll. p. 311.

Penn. nl it. Zool.2. 199. young.-Lalh. Gen. 6.lf1l. 5. 188. 37. 
-Lath. 8!1n. Sup. 249 -Lew. Bn!. Birds. 5. liD - TVale. 
Syn. 2. pl. ] 53.-Pult. Cat. Dors. p. 15.-Bew. Brit. Birds. 2. 
124. and 12fi.-Mont. Orn. Diet. I.-Bing. Anim. Biog. 2. 
310.-Low. Faun. Oread. p. 87. and p. 150. 

EIGHT inches and a quarter in length: the fore
head, space between the beak and the eye, a broad 
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collar on the nape, part of the back, two bands on 
the wings, one longitudinal, and the other trans
verse, the upper tail-coverts, the middle of the 
breast, as weB as the rest of the under parts of the 
body, are of a pure white: the forehead with a 
narrow black band, passing on each side beneath 
the eyes, down the sides of the neck, and surround
ing the throat as with a collar: the top of the head 
is reddish white, longitudinally striped with black: 
the upper part of the back, the scapulars, and 
wing-covens, are bright red-chesnut, mottled irre
gularly with large black spots: rump wIth a broad 
brown bar: the lateral tail-feathers pure white, 
the rest black, tipped with white: the beak and 
irides black: the legs orange-yellow. The female 
differs in having the black less deep, and the rest 
of the colours paler. The young have the head 
and nape ofa grey-blOwn, striped with deep brown: 
the sides of the head and Deck are sp·otted \\ itlt 
white: the throat and fore-part of the Heck arc 
whitish: the feathers on the sides of the breast at c 
deep b1'o\'l'11, tipped with \\ hitish: the rest of the 
under parts of the body, the b~ck, the upper tail
coverts, and the lateral tail-feathers, arc white: 
the top of the back, the scapulars, and wing-coverts, 
are deep brown; the whole of the feathers being 
deeply edged with )cIIow: the rump has a trans
verse brown band, edged with rufous: the feet are 
reddish yellow: as they adVance to maturity the 
colours become mere regular. 

Turnstone~ feed upon beetles and other insects, 
as well as marine worms: to procure these they 
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turn over the stones beneath which they lie con
cealed, with their beak, and from this circumstance 
they received their name. They rCRidc on the 
sea shores, and on the gravelly-borders of lakes and 
rivers; are most abundant in the northern parts 
of Europe, less frequent in the temperate regions, 
and extremely rare to the south: they do not 
breed with us, but visit our shores in August, aml 
depart in the spring, going northward. They lay 
four eggs of an olive colour, spotted with Llack : 
they generally fly in flocks of three or four ill 
number, probably the brood. 
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GRUS. CRANE. 

Generic Character. 

Rostrum capite fere duplo 
longius, ylidum, rectum~ 
compressum, utrillflue sul~ 
eatum, integrum aut sub- I 

d.enticulatum. 
Nares in medio maxillre sitre, 

postieo ~mbrana clausre. 

Caput aut nudum papillosum, 
aut plumosum. 

Pedes tetradactyli, fissi, di

giti extenorcs ba..c;i mem
brnnl C'onnexi. 

Beak nearly twice as long as 
the head, strong, straight, 
compressed, sulcated on 
each side, entire, or slight~ 
ly notched. 

Nostrils plaCt'd in the middle 
of the maxilla, and closed 
by a membrane behind. 

Head either naked and-pa" 
pinated, or feathered. 

Feet four-toed, cleft; the 
outer toes connected at the 
base by a mem branc. 

GRUS. Briss. Temm. Vieil. Cuv. 
ARDEA. Linn. Gmel. Lath. 

1"HE Cranes subsist on herbs, seeds, worms, 
frogs, and slugs: they reside in marshy places, 
rarely visiting the sea shores, and are found in 
various parts of the world, but only one is a native 
of Europe: there are several sections of them, 
differing in many respects, as hereafter noticed; 
and in most of the species the trachea of the male 
is of a $ingular construction, having several con
volutions: in the rest both iexes have the same 
conformation. 



A. ROn'IlUM lml'gernllll!lll; CAPU'I lludum; 0 llBlTJI: plllJllosa. 

A. Beak entire; head naked; orolls feathered. 

CO)1.llO."" CltAXE. 

(Grus cinerea) 

GR. corPire cinerea. guM, colla anlire occipiteque nigricante, pileo 
remigz"/'usCjue lligru, tcctricibus intimi. lace'ris. 

Crane with a. cinereous body; the throat, {ore-pa.of the neck, 
and occiput, dusky; the pileus and quills black; the coverts 
with divided webs. 

Ardea Grus. Linn. SY!f,. Nat. 1. 234. 4.-Linn. Faun. Su~c. 
161.-GnlI'Z. Syst. Nat. 1. 620. 4.-Lath. Ind. Or1l. 2.674 . .5. 

Grus. Briss. Orn. 5.374.6. pl. 33.-Raii. 8yn. 95. A. 1. 

La Grue. Buff.Ois. 7. 287. pl. 14.-Bllff. Pl. Bid. 709. 
Grue cendree. Temm. JlJan. d'Orni. 356. 
Common Crane. Penn. Brit. Zool. 2 .• 1]1]1.629. pl. 6.-Pelln. 

Arct. Zool. 2. 453.-Will. Ang. 274. pl. 4S.-Alb. Brit. Birds. 
2. Jll 65.-Pltil. TranI. hi. 208. 11. f. 4.-Lath. Gen. Sy". 
5.50.5 --Lath. 8.1)11. Sup. II. 29b. 2.-Ll'win. Brit. Duds.4. 
pl. l,j3.--Walc. S!jll. 2. pl. 124.-Brw. Brit. Birds. 2. 29.
.Aluut. Orn. Diet. 1.-1Jlol#, Onl. DILl. SUJ,.-Bmg. A~im. 
Biog. 2. 285. 

fHE Comm~~ ",9ra¥ is a large bird, frequent~y 
measuring up\y'ards.(.()f five feet in length: it has 
the whole o!~e u er parts o~the body of a grey
brown : .!1?~- he fore~p~t of the neck, and 
the occ~u1, ~; , a dee~iih black: forehead 
and space between. tl1~-beak and eye furnished 
with black hairs: the top of the head naked and 
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red: the breast and all the under parts of the bod) 
arc 'linlibl" to the back: the greater wing-coverts 
are blackish; and those farth.est from the body, 
with the bastard wing, and quills, black: from 
the pinion of each wing springs an elegant tuft of 
loose feathers, curled at the. cuds, which can be 
erected at will, but , .. "hieh in a quiescent &tate 
hang'! over and covers the tail: the beak is greC' 11 ish 
black, but of a horn-colour to, .. urds the tip, and 
reddish at the base: the irides are red-brown: 
the legs black. In very old bird" there is a large 
whitish space behind the e) e, and on the lateral 
part of the top of the Heek. The young before 
their sl'cond autumnal mOlllt have the head clothed 
with down, and the deep dlJsky patch 011 the fore
part of the neck and the occiput does not exist, 
but those parts arc spotted longitudinally with that 
colour. 

This species is abundant throughout northern 
Europe and Asia: it frequents Jl1ar~hy places~ 
feeding upon seeds and young plants, also worIW'!, 
flogs, snails, &c.: it is migratory, retiring north
ward in the sprillg to breed, and in the winter 
season inhabiting the warmer regions of Egypt 
and India. It was formerly abundant in England, 
and formed part of the great feasts of those days, 
where dozens were served up :it a time: within these 
sixty years not more than four or five specimens 
have been SC('11 in these part':; the last was shot 
in Cambridge~ hire, above forty years since. It is 
said to fly remarkablY high during its migrations, 
which are generally performed in the night; but it 
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makes a loud noise, which· betrays its course. 
The female lays two greyish green eggs, spotted 
with brown. 

BROWN CRANE. 

(Grus Canadensis.) 

GR. corpore cinerea, dorso nifesccnte, alis rlffesccntihus fascia 
grised. 

Crane with a grey body j the back reddish; the quills rufc<cent, 
with a griseous fascia. 

Grus Freti Hudsonis. Briss. Orn. 5.385. 11. 
Grus Mexicanus. B,·iss. Orn. 5. 380. 8. var. 
Grus Indicus. Raii. 8gn. 95. 2. var. 
Ardea Canauensis. Linn. S!Jst. Nat. t. 234. 3.-Gmel. S.1J~!' 

Nat.!. 6l0.-Lnth. Ind. Orn. 2. 675. 7. 
La Grlle brune. Buff. Ois. 7.310. 
La Grue brune du l\Jexique. Buff. Ois. 7.312. 
Brown Crane. Pellll. Arct. Zool. 340.-Edw. pl. 133.-Lath. 

Gen. 8/111. 5. 43. 7.-Lath. S!JlI. Sup. II. 299. 4. 

LATHAM thus delineates the characters of this 
species: "Length three feet three incilcfI: weight 
seven pounds and a half: beak three inches and 
three quarters, and dusky, but the tip of the under 
mandible is pale flei1h-colour: the top of the head 
covered with a red 'skin, thinly beset with hairs: 
cheeks and throat whitish: the hind head and 
neck are grey: the upper part of the Lack, scapu
lars, and wing-coverts, pale rufons, margined with 
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brO\. n; the lower, and rump, cinereous: the breast, 
belly, <:ides, and thighs, ash-colour, changing to 
white at the vent: the greater wing-coverts farthest 
from the body blackish brown; thosl next the 
body grey, forming a band on the wing;. the greater 
quills dark. brown, with white shaft<;: the seconda
ries pale rufous; some of these last are long and 
narrow, and reach beyond the greater qui1ls: the 
tail of a deep ash-. 'olour: legs and bare part of 
the thighs black." Both sexes are similar. 

This is a native of North America, migrating 
northward in the spring to breed, anll returning 
to the south in autumn: it is a shy species: the 
female lays only two eggs at a time; these are very 
large, long, and much pointed at one end, of a 
pale cinereous, freckled with brown: the nest is 
formed on a tuft lIpon which milch dry grass is 
accumulated, until it becomes as high as the belly 
of the bird when "tanding; this is covered at the 
top with very fine dried grass, and upon this the 
eggs are laid, and the female stands over them, 
placing her legs on each side of the heap 

It feeds upon worms and insects, but will also 
eat corn, and often commits great devastation in 
the maize fields: its flesh is greatly prized by 
many, but is most esteemed when made into soup. 
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HOOPING CRANl:. 

(Gros Americana.) 

GR. corpore supra alba, subtus rufo,fronte nucha remigibusquc 
primariis nigris, cauda atlut 

Crane with the body above white. beneath '-llfous; the fore
head, nape, and primary quills, black; the tail white. 

Grus Americana. Briss. am. 5. 382. 10. 
Ardea Americana. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 23'L 5.-Gmct. Syst. 

iVa'. 1. f521.-Lath. Ind. Orn. 2.675. 6. 
Grue blanche d' Amerique. B1Iff. Ois. 7. sos.-Rlp. Pl. Enl. 

ssg. 
Hooping Crane. Cateob Carol. 1. pl. 75.-Pelln. Arct. Zool. 

3Jg.-Edw. pl. In.-Lath. GNl. S!Jn. 5.42. 6.-Wdls .. -jll'cr. 

am. 8. 

THIS is a large bird, measuring four feet si::-. 
inches in length, and to the cud of the toes five 
feet seven inches: beak yellow brown: the top of 
the head, and under the eyes, covered with a red 
skin slightly clothed with thick hairs, which are of 
a black colour: beneath the occiput and the nape 
is a triangular black spot: the bend of the wing ifi 
of a pale rose-colour; the nine first quills are black, 
the tenth black and white, and the remainder 
white: the rest of the plumage is white: the legs 
and naked part of the thighs are bJack; the 
uropygial f~athcrs are tufted, and hang downwards 
in a curve, as in the COllolmon species. 

This bird frequents the same countries, and hafi 
similar habits with the preceding species; likf' 
which it breeds to the north, to which part it goes 
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ill the spring, and retires to the south in the 
autumn. In the summer it is abundant in Hud
son's Bay, where it arrive" in May, and retires in 
September. It affects sequestered places in marshy 
situations on the borders of lakes. The nOest is 
composed of grass and feathers: the eggs arc 
similar to those of a Swan, and are hatched in 
about three weeks: the young are ye]]ow at first, 
and gradually attain their proper colour: their 
food COHflists principally of msects, worms, toads, 
&c., but they will occasionally eat young corn. 

B. ROSTRUM dellticulatum; OCCIPUT n.udum, papillosum; OR

lJl T 1E plumf)~(/!. 

B. Beak slightly toothed j occiput naked and warted; the orbitl 
feathered. 

SIBERIAN CRANE. 

(Grus gigantea.) 

GR. )livea, rcmigibus decem primorious nigris, rostro pedihusque 
ruhris. 

SnoJ'y Crane, with the ten first quills black; the beak and feet 
red. 

Ardea. gigantea. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 6'J.2-Lath. Ind. Orn.2.. 
6i4.3. 

Grus leucogeranos. Pall. Trat1• 2. 714. 30. pl. I. 
Siberian Crane. Penn. Arcl. Zool. 2. 455. c.-Lath. Gen. Syn. 

5.37·3. 

V. XI. P. n. 85 
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HEIGHT four feet six inches: the beak large 
and red: the face naked beyond the eyes, papil
lated, and of a red colour: irides white: the tc."n 
first greater quills and their covert~ deep black; 
the n!st of the plumage soowy white: thc tail 
nearly even, consisting of twelve feathers: legs 
red. The young of the first year are entirely of an 
ochraceous hue, with the face, beak, and legs, 
greenish brown: the old have the hind part of the 
neck yellowish. 

This species inhabits the great marshes and 
lakes of Siberia: it constructs its nest in almost 
inaccessible situations, amongst the rt'eds; it is 
constrlltted of herbs and grass: the female lays 
two ash-coloured eggs, of the size of those of a 
Goose: they are spotted with brown. During the 
period of incllbation these birds arc very bold, and 
will attackanypers~n that approaches their haunts: 
both sexe~ are sajd to watch the nest alternately: 
at other times they are very shy, and immediately 
upon anyone appearing in sight they sct up a 
loud scream, and -fly off. They feed upon frogs, 
small 'fish, lizards, and such like, and breed in the 
northern parts: they are suppo~ed to winter about 
the Caspian Sea, as they retire southward in the 
autumn. 
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INDIAN CRANE. 

(Grua Antigone.) 

GR. corpore cinereo, remigibus primoribus nigris, verttce macu-
14que pone oculos albis, rostro jla'Vo-virescente, pedtbus rubris. 

Crane with a grey body, the primary quills blalk; the crown 
and spot behind the eyes white; the beak yellowIsh green i 
the feet red. 

Grus orientalis Indica. Briss. Om. 5. 378.7. 
Ardea Antigone. Ltnn. Syst. Nat. 1.235. 6.-G"lel. Syst. Nat. 

1. 622.-Lath. Ind. Orn. 2.674.4. 
Grue a collier. Buff. ~is. 7. 307. variety.-Buff. Pl. Enl. 86.5. 

var. 
Indian Crane. Edw. pl. 45.-Latk. Gen. S!ln. 5.38. 5.-Lall,. 

Syn. Sup. 232. 

LFNGTH five feet: beak greenish yellow, with 
the tip dusky: Irides bright reddish hazel: the 
crown of the head naked, and white, with a small 
spot on each side, near the ears, similar; the rest 
of the head, and part of the neck, covered with a 
naked red skin: the general colour of the plumage 
is of a fine cinereous; the neck lightest: the quills 
are black, the secondaries cinereous ; those nearest 
the body are pointed at the ends, and longer than 
the quills, over which they hang: the tail is ash
coloured: the legs and naked space above the 
knee are red: the claws white. 

Two varieties are described by Latham, but 
whether they are referrible to this species is some
what doubtful: one differs in being nine inches 
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shorter, and in having the head and above half the 
neck almost naked, being covered only with a 
slight reddish white down: round the middle of 
the neck is a red collar: the tail is black. The 
other has the beak and fore-patt of the crown yel
lowish: the lores and space round the top of the 
neck bare, and crimson: the irides pale orange: 
the chin and throat beset with black bristles: the 
general colour of the plumage dllll pale blue: the 
quills and tail black: the legs and bare part of the 
thighs the same, spotted with white. This variety 
inhabits New South Wales. 

This species is found In flocks near Calcutta, 
and in other parts of the East Indies: it is very 
numerous, migrating into that part of the Russian 
territory situated beyond Lake Baikal,frequcnt:ng 
the plains and marshy places on the borders of the 
rivers Onon and Argun. 

C. MANDIBULA INFERrOR utrinque palea elongata dependcnte; 
CAPUT plumosum; Oll1l1TJE nudre. 

C. The under mandible on each side with a depending elongated 
wattle; head feathered; orbits naked. 

WATTLED CRANE. 

(Grus carunculata.) 

GR. capite colle 'carunculislJue albu, 'Verlice dorso ~eclricibusque 
(Iiarum etff'fJleo-ci"ereis, abri()t/li1lt nigra. 
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Clane with the bead, neck, and caruncles, white; the crown, 
back, and wing-coverts, blue-grey; the abdomen black. 

Ardea carunculata. GmeZ. Sy.ft. Nat. 1. 643.-Lath. Ind. Orn. 
2.091.53. 

Wattled Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 82.49. pl. 78. 

THE WattIed Crane is figured by Latham, and 
thus described by that indlJstrious ornithologist: 
" Size of the Stork: length five feet six inches: 
beak red, and carunculated fOI one third next the 
base; the rest of its length dusky black: rOllnd 
the eye bare, and red: irides pale r~d; top of the 
head blue-grey; the fest 'of the head and neck 
white: under the chin are two appendages like 
wattles, covered with white feathers, as the rest of 
the neck: the back and wings are bTue-grey: on 
the back hang some long narrow feathers, as in 
many Herons: the quills are black, "and about 
even at the tail: breast, belly, and under parts, 
black: legs dusky blue-grey. Inhabit .. Africa, but 
is not a common bird:' It is capable of being 
tamed. 



ANTHROPoiDES. DEMOISELLE. 

Generic Character. 

Ro.ytrum vix capite longius, 
'inteblTum supr~ sulcatum. 

Nares lineares. 

Caput aut plumosum, aut 
temporibus glabris. 

Pedes tetradacty li, fissi; di
giti exterior~s basi mem
brana connexi. 

ANTHROPOIDES. Vieil. 
ARDEA. Linn., Gmel., Lath. 
Havs. Raii., Peti'l)., Bnss. 

Beak scarcely longer than the 
head, entire above sulcated. 

Nostrils linear. 
Head either feathered, or the 

temples naked. 
Feet four.toed, cleft; the 

outer toes connected by a. 
membrane at the base. 

ONLY two species t~te known of this elegant 
genus: they are both natives of Africa, and the 
first occurs likewise in' Asia: they feed upon worms, 
fish, snails, frogs, aRd such like, like the fest of the 
Heron family. 



It. CAPTTT plumosum. 

A. HEADftathered. 

NUMIDIAN DEMOISELLE. 

(Anthropoidea Virgo.) 

All. corpore ctXruleo-cinerto, capite remigibusqllt primariis apice 
nigris, pone oculos utrinque cristll pennacrJ, recurvatd longll 
alba. 

Demoiselle with the bpdy of a blue-grey; the head and tip of 
the primary quills black; behind the eyes on each side 8 

recurved, elongated, pennaceous, white crest • 
.Ardea Virgo. Linn Syst. Nat. i. 234. 2.-Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 

619.-Lntlt. Ind. Orn. 2. 673. 2. 
Grus Numidica. Briss. O,n. 5. 388.11:. 
La Grue de N umidie, ou Demoisdle. Buff. Ois. 7.313. pl. 15.

Buff. Pl. Enl. 24 J. 

Demoiselle, or Numidian Crane. Ill6. Birds. 3. pl. 83.-Edw. 
pl. 134.-Latlt. Gen. Sgll. 5. 35. 

THIS highly elegant species is as large as the 
CranE', and measures three feet three inches in 
length: its beak is two inches. and a half long, 
with the base greenish, the middle yellowish, and 
the tip red: the irides are crimson: the crown of 
the head is cinereou.; the rest of the head, the 
nape, and under parts of'the neck to the breast, are 
blaclt: behind each eye spring'! an elegant tuft of 
long white feathers, which hang downwards: the 
feathers of the breast are long and depend'ent: the 
under parts of the body, from the breast. the back, 
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the rump. and the tall, are bluish ash; the latter 
and the quills are tipped with black: the legs are 
black. 

This bird is a native of many parts of Asia and 
Africa; in the latter most numerous about Bil
dulgerid and Tripoli; also along the whole of the 
southern shores of the Mediterranean, as well as 
the eastern. It delights in damp and marshy 
places, frequenting those parts for the sake of its 
food, which consists principally of small fishes, 
frogs, and such like. It is easily domesticated, and 
is frequently kept in menageries, and is fond of 
putting itself into strange and rmcouth attitudes, 
sometimes as if dancing: in some parts called the 
dancing bird, or Kurlci. It will breed in confine
ment: Buffon mentions an instance of one which 
lived twenty-four years in a menagerie at Ver
sailles' that had been re~red there from the egg. 

B. TEMI'ORAglahra. 
H. TEMPLES smooth. 

CROWNED DE~ISELLE. 

(Anthropoldes Pavonina.) 

AN. clErultice7Js, capite nigro,.crJstclsetosajlavescente erectd, alia 
albis, caud6 nigrd. (Femina nigra ubi mas est Ct£ru/escens, 
pa~ minula.) 
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Bluish Demoiselle, with the head black, adorned with an erect, 
hail y, yellowish crest j the wings white j the tail black. (Fe
male black where the male is bluish i the wattle very small.) 

Ardea Pavonina. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1.233. l.-Gmel. Syst. Nat. 
1. 6Ig.-Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 672. 1. 

Grus balearica. Bali. Syn. p. 95. 3.-Briss. Orn. 5 . .511. ]. pl. 
41. female. 

Grus capensis. Petiv. Gaz. pl. 76.f. g. 
L'Oiseau royal. Buff. Dis. 7.317. pl. 16.-Buff. 1)1. Enl. 'J.65. 

male. 
Balearic Crane. Will. ATlg. p. 275. pl. 48. 
Crowned African Crane. Edw. pl. Ig2. 
Crowned Hero~. L(Jlh. Gen. Syn. 5.34. I.-Gent. lIfag. xx. pl. 

ill p.261. 

THIS most beautiful bird is noticed by Latham 
as follows: "This is as large- as the common 
Heron: the length two feet nine inches: the ~ak 
is two inches and a half long, straight, and of a 
brownish colour: irides grey ~ the crown of th~ 
head covered with soft black feathers, like velvet; 
on the hind part is a tuft composed of hair, or 
rather bristles, arising near each other at the hase, 
and spreading out on all sides in a globular form; 
this is four inches in length, and of a reddish brown 
colour: the sides of the. head are bare of feathers, .,. 
being covered. only by a fleshy membrane, of a 
reddish colour at the lower part, and in shape not 
unlike a kidney: on each side of the throat hangs 
a kind of wattle: tlie general colour of the bird 
bluish ash: the feathers un the fore:.part of the 
neck are very long, and hang over the breast: 
wing-coverts whitt'; the greater ones 'incline to 
rufous, and those farthest from the body.to black: 

~. 
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the greater quills and t~il are black, and the 
secondaries chesnut: the legs and the bare part 
above the knee are dusky. The female is black 
where the male is blue-ash, and the wattles on the 
throat are wanting; the long feathers on the breast 
are also less conspicuous." 

This bird inhabits several parts of Africa, parti
cularly the coast of Guinea, as far as Cape Verd: 
it is a tame species, and is often kept in aviaries, 
like the preceding: it feeds upon worms and 
vegetables: it often sleeps upon one leg. runs 
very fa~t, and flies strong, and for a long time 
together. 
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ARAMUS. COURLAN. 

Generic Character. 

Rostrum oculosversusfissul!1. II Beak cleft towards the eye, 
lateratim comT>ressum ; its sides compressed; the 
mandibulii superiore paulo upper m1.U1dible slightly 
sulcata, versus apicem in- sulcated, towards the tip 
curvata; inferiore subtus bent down; the lower be-
angulosa. neath angulated 

Narcs in medio m9xillre sitre. Nostrils placed in the middle 
of the beak. 

Pedes tetradactyli, digiti ex- Feet four-toed, the outer toes 
tprioresbasimembranacon- connected by a membrane 
neXt. at the base. 

ARAMUS. Vieillot. 
Gnus. CU'IJ. 
ARDEA. Gmel., Lath. 

T HER ~ is but one species belonging to this genus, 
which is distinguished by. its peculiar beak: this 
part is rather stout at the base, and nearly straight, 
but inclines downward toward the tip: on the 
upper mandible is a long furrow, two-thirds of the 
length of the beak, in which the nostrils are placed; 
these appear to be only a slit. The manners of 
the species are unknown. 
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SCOLOPACEOUS COURLAN. 

(Aramus Scolopncea.) 

AR. cupre01"usca, collo pectoreque striis fJlbis, gula nigra. 
Coppery brown Courian, with the neck and breast striped with 

white; the throat black. 
Arden Scolopacea. GTRel. S!fst. Nat. 1. 647.-La!h. Ind. Om. 

2·701. 89. • 
Le Courlan, ou Courliri. Bl!{f. Ois. 7. 442.-Buff· Pl. E.d. 848. 
Scolopaceous HeroD. LaM. Gen. Syn. 5. 102. 79. 

THIS singular species inhabits Cayenne, and is 
thus commemorated by Latham: "This is a large 
bird, almost equalling a Heron in size: the length 
twenty-five inches: beak reddish, with a bluish 
point: round the eye bare of feathers, and of a 
reddish brown colour: the plumage in general is 
brown, glossed with a reddish copper colour on 
the quills and tail: most of the feathers of the 
upper part have the edges paler than the rest of 
the feathers, and those of the neck and breast are 
streaked with white down the shaft: the chin 
white: the naked parts of the thighs and legs are 
white: the toes are but slightly joined f>y a mem
brane at the base, but the middle claw is pectinated 
on the inner margin, where it rises into an edge. 
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ARDEA. HERON. 

Generic Character. 

Rostrum capite longius, va
lidum, basi latum quam 
altum; mandibula slIpe
riore fere rectum, acutum, 
sulcatum. 

Nares latcrales in sulcum 
sitOC', membrana seml

dau"lr. 
Orbit/I" loraque nudle. 

Collum gracile, elongatum, 
basi penms elongatis in
~tructum. 

Pedes graciles, tetradactyli, 
fissi, digiti cxteriorcs bnsi 
mcmbranitconncxi; unguis 
medius margine intcrn.1 di
latatus, pcctinatus. 

Beak longer than the head, 
strong, the base broader 

than high; the upper man
dihlenearly straight, acute, 

and sulcated. 
Nostrils lateral, placed in a 

groove, and partly clo5ed 
by a membrane. 

Orbits and lorcs nal-cd. 
Ncck s}ender, elongated, fur

nished at its base with 
elongated feathers. 

Legs slender, four-toed, eleft, 
the outer toes connected at 
the lJa::.e by a membrane; 
the middle claw with its 

inner margin dtiatcd and 
pectinated. 

ARD~A. Linn., Gmpl., Lath., B71ss., Leach, Temm., Viril .• Cuv •• 
RO.1f, ~c. 

CANCROFAGUS. Briss. 
ARDEOLA. Ray., Briss. 
BOTAURUS. Briss. 
EGRETTA. Brill.v. 

rJ"'" . I. HE Herons reE!lde on the banks of lakes and 
rrvers, or in marshy places: their food consists of 
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fishes and their fry, frogs, and field mice, as well 
as all sorts of insects, snails, and worms. They 
build in large societies in the same p1as::e, and when 
they fly their neck is contracted and folded over 
their back, and their legs are extended: they 
migrate in flocks periodically: both sexes resemble 
each other, but the young are very dissimilar, and 
arc very difficult to arrange correctly in conse
quence. 

A. TIBI.£ parte iriferi01ftl nudd!. 
A. Tibid! naked on the lower part. 
B. TARSI longi; FEMORA supra genua plum is maxime denudatis; 

DIGITI longissimi. 
a. Tarsi long; the lower part of the thighs considerably devoid 

of feathers; the toes very long. 

REDDISH EGRET HEltON. 

(Ardea rufescens.) 

AR • .cinerea nigrica/ls, capite colla dorsoque postico fulvo-rufis, 
pennis dorsalihus posticis elongati'Tlifis, Tostro )lavo, apice pe
dihusque nigricantibus. 

Dusky grey Heron, with bead, neck, and back behind, fulvous 
red; the dorsal feathers elongated and rufous; the beak 
yell~\V, its tip and the feet dusky. 

Ardea rufescens. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 628.-Lath. Ilid. Orn. 2. 
694.6l. 

L' Aigrette rousse. Buff. Dis. 7. 3i8.-B'tif. Pl. E1Il.9()2. 
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Reddish Egret. Penn. A,·ct. Zool. 2. 348.-Lath. Gtm. Syn.5. 
88. ti6. 

Louisiane Heron. Will/i. Amer. Orn. 8. 63. pl. lxiv.f. I.? 

THIS inhabits Louisiane, and is two feet in 
length: its beak is yellowish, with the tip dusky: 
·the lore and Of'bits are green: the head and neck 
are clothed with loose, long, rusty rufous feathers: 
the back the same, but the feathers rea.ch con
siderably beyond the tail: the rest of the plumage 
is dusky grey: the legs are dusky. 

GREAT EGRET HERON. 

(Ardea Egretta.) 

AR. occipite cristato, corpore toto alho, pCllnis scapularibus longis
simis laeeris, rostro jiavo, loris pedibusque vlrescenti/;ue. 

Heron with a crested occiput; the body all white; the scapulary 
feathers very long and divided; the beak yellow; the lares 
and legs greenish. 

Ardea Egretta. Gme!. Sgst. Nat. 1. 629.-Latlt. Ind. Orll. 2. 
694.63. 

Ardea alba. Linn. Sgst. Nat. I. 239.24. young.-Lilln. Falm. 
Suec. 166. young.-Gmel. SJ/st. Nat. 1. 639. young.-Lath. 
Ind. Orn. 2.695. 65. young. 

Ardea candida. Briss. Orn. 5. 428. 15. young. 
Ardea alba nlajor. Raii. Sgn. 99. J .. 4. 
La grand Aigrette. Buff. Ois. 7. 377.-Bllff. Pl. Ent.925. 
Le Heron blanc. Buff, Ois.7. 365. young.-Ijuff. Pl. Enl. 88(5. 

young. 
Heron Aigrette Tem", Man. d'Orni. 360. 
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Great Wbite Heron. Penn. Brit. Zool.2. 175. pl.62.-Penn. 
Aret. Zool. 2. 234.-Will. (Ang.) 279. Fl. 49 -Lath. Gen. 
S!!". 5.91. 60.-Mont. Orn. Diet. l~-Mo1!t. Om. Diet. Sup. 
-Le'W. Brit. Birds. 4. pl. 150. 

Great Egret. Penn . .Arct. Zoot. 2. 346.-Lalll. Gen. S!ln. 5. 8g. 
58.-Wills. Amer. Orn. 7. 106.pl.lxi.f,4.1 

TIll s fine species has the whole of th" plumage 
of a pure, white, with a slight hanging crest on the 
head: many of the feathers on the back are 
elongated, and measure nearly a foot "and a halfin 
length; their shafts are strong and straigbt, and 
their webs are long, very slender, and wedged, as 
are also the feathers of the <;rest: the be!lk is 
bright yellow: the naked space about the eyes is 
green: the irides are bright yellow: the legs are 
dusky, or dusky green: the length of this bird is 
about three feet six inches. The young, before the 
age of three years, and the old, during the period of 
moulting, are of a pure white; they do not possess 
the crest or the long dorsal feathers: the former 
have the upper mandible of the beak black at its 
point and along the ridge, and during the first 
year it is entirely dusky yellow, with the plumage 
dirty white: the feet are greenish: the irides 
bright yellow. 

This bird is found in various parts of the south 
of Europe, and in the young state has been tecorded 
as a British bird, but lIpon questionable authority. 
It is very numerous in Asia and in some parts 
of Africa, and is likewise stated to be abundant in 
America; but upon the latter point 1 am not 
certain, as the bird found in that part of the world 
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may be a distinct species. It frequents marshy 
places, and shelters itself among reeds: it lay:> 
from foul' to six greenish eggs. 

I,ITTJ,E F.GRE'1 HERON. 

(Ardea GnrzeUn.) 

AR. oeeipite cristato, corpoye toto atho, peln/is dorsi luprenut 
elongatis serieeis, roslro nigro, loris pedibusqlu: fJireseentibus. 

Heron with the occiput crested; the whole body white; the 
feathers or the u~r part of the back elo~ _~.~y ; 
the beaIi:"t;'JaOi:;.:--. ..... aid: . 

Ardea~. '. J:,ji"..~'" 
1. d1.8.-lAtk. ·1tUl. Om: 2~ fSg4. {j4, 

Ardea nivea. Gmel. :~!Jst. Ni1t. 1. G31_Lat". Ind. Om. ~. 
6g6.67. 

Ardea requinoctialis. ,. Lath. Ind. Om. 2.697. 70. young. 
Egretta. Briss. Om. -I. 4:n. 16. 
Ardea candida minor. :~ri'K. Orn. S. 4g8. 20. young. 
Garzetta. Raii. Syn. p. 99. 5.-Will. Ang. p. 280. 
Ardea alba tertia Aldrovandi. Rai;. S!ln. p. 99. 6, young 
L'Aigrette. BWf. ~is. 7. 372. pl. '1.O.-Bif. Pl. Enl.901. 
La Garzette blanche. Buff, Ois. 7. 371. young. 
Heron Garzette. Temm. 'Man. d' Orm. 368. 
Snowy Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. s. 92. 61.-WilLr. Amer. Om. 

7. 1'1.0. pl.lxii. f. 4. 
Little Egret. Per-no Brit. Zool. App. pl. 7.-Penn. Arct. Zool. 

2. 347.-Latk. Gen. S!J1f. 5. go. 5g.-Wale. S!Jn. 2. pl. 3.0.
Lewin. Brit. Birds. 4. pl. 14<}.-Don. Brit. Birds. 4. pl. 98 -
Betv. Brit. Birdl. 2. 45.-Mont. Om. Diet. 1. 

V. Xl. P. lJ. 36 
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THIS curious bird is two feet in length: the 
whole of its plumage is of a pure white: with a 
strong crest composed of disunited feathers on the 
occiput, a tuft of similar feathers at the base of 
the neck, and many long ones on the top of the 
back, with slender shafts, twisted and bent down 
towards their tips; these feathers are six or eight 
inches in length, and have slend~r, silky, wedge
shaped webs: the beak is black: the naked space 
round the eyes greenish: the irides of a bright 
yellow: the legs dusky green: the toes ofa yellow
.green. The young and the old in the moultilJg 
season want the long, slender feathers on the head, 
the base of the neFk, and on the back; and the 
yearlings are dull white, with tl\e beak, the naked 
skin round the ·eyes, and the feet, black. 

This elegant species is verr abundant in the 
sauthel'll parts of Europe, especially in Turkey, 
the Archipelago, and Sicily: it sometimes migrat('~ 
into France and Switzerland, but rarely into Ger
many: It is stated to have heen extremely common 
in England in former times, and that Archbishop 
Nevil had one thousand served up at his famous 
feast. It is now extinct with us; the last specimen 
on record was one shot in the isle of Anglesea, 
mentioned in the British Zoology. In Asia it is 
very numerous, and it also otcurs in Africa, and 
the temperate and warmer parts of America. ft 
frequents marshes and rivers, feeding upon fish, 
&c.: it lays four or five while eggs. 



WHITE-UEI.LIED IIT:RON. 

(Ardea leu('ogaster.) 

All. cristata rfPruleo-mgliram. olis .yubtus abdomilleJ;'tII01'ibllSq!i~ 
albis, TlMtro pedibusql(e fiavis 

Crested dusky blue Heron, with the wings beneath. the ab
domen, and thighs, white; the beak and feet yellow. 

Arden leucogaster. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 628.-Lalh. Ind. Orl!. 
2.694.62. 

La demi Aigrette. Buff. Ois. 7.378. 
Heron'blewitre ;\ ventre blanc. BIfif. Pl. EIII. 350. 
Demi Egret. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5.88.57. 

NEARL Y two feet in length: the beak dusky 
yellow: between that and the eye naked, and of 
the same colour: the head and neck, as far as tire 
breast, and the upper parts of th-e body, the wings, 
and the tail, are deep blue-bla'ck: the under parts 
of the body and thighs are white: fropl the otciput 
depend two long feathers, of the same colour as the 
head; and on the lower part of the back are a few 
long, narrow, rufous feathers, which fall over the 
tail: the legs are yellowish. Inhabits Cayc!nne. 

Latham describe& a variety of this bird: it is 
two feet in length: beak yp.lIow; tip black: crest 
long and white: head and neck inclining to violet: 
chin and throat mottled with rufous white: long 
feathers over the rump grey: legs brown: m 
other respects similar to the first described. 



COMMON HERON. 

(Ardea cinerea.) 

AR. occipite crist&' nigrt1 dependente, corpore cinerea, colla suM" .. , 
Imeafasciaque pectorali nigris. 

Heron with a depending black crest on the occiFut; the body 
cinereous; the neck heneat.!'. and breast, with a black fascia. 

Ardea ci{\erea. Lath. !ltd. Orn. 2. 6gl. 54.-Leaeli. Cat. Mus. 
Brit.p: 33. . 

Ardea major. Linn. S!Jst. Nat. 1. 236. 12.-Gmel. S!lst. Nat. L 

627.-Rai1. S!lIl. p. 98. A. l.. 
Ardeacinerea. Linn. S!lst. Nat. 1. 236. 1I. young.-Linn. Faull. 

Suee. 165. young.-Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 627. 12. 6. young.-· 
Briss. Om. 5. 392. 1. young. 

Ardea cri.stata. Briss. Om. 5. 3g6.2. pt. 35. 
be Heron huppe. Buff. OIS. 7.342 -Buff. Pl. Enl.755. 
Le Heron. Buff. Ois.;. 342. pl. 19· young.-Buff.1'l. Bill. lSi 

. young. 
He.ron cendre. Temm •• JUan. d'Orni. 362. 
Crested Heron. Al~. Birr/s. 1. pl. 67.-Low. FaUll. Dread. p. 77. 
Common Heron. Penn. Brit. Zoot. 178. pl. 61·.-Penrl. Arct. 

Zoot. 2. 343.-/,ath. Gen. SYIl. 5. &3. OO.-Lath. 3!J1l. Sup. 
11.303. 14.-AI6. Birds. 3. pl. iSo-Lewin. Brit. Birds.5. 
pl. 118.-Walc. S:yn. 2. pl. 129.-Pult. Cat. Dors. p. 14.
Bew. Brit. Birds. 2. 37.-Don. Brit. Birds. 4. pl. 7S.-Mont. 
Om. 'Dict. I.-Mont. Om. Diet. Sttp.-Bing. Anim. Rio!!;. 2. . ' 
29l.-Low. Faun. Oread. p. 78. 

THIS bird, when arrived at maturity, considerably 
exceeds three·feet in length: it has the forehead, 
the neck, the middle of the belly, the edge of the 
wing, and the thighs, of a pure white: the occiput, 
the sides of the breast, and those of the body, of a 
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\:leep black: the fore-part of' the lle(~k is adorned 
with large longitudinal spots of black al1~ grey,: 
the back and wings are blue-grey: the beak is 
deep yellow: the irides yeliow: a nak'ed' skin 
about the eyes is of a bluish purple: the legs are 
brown, but the naked space above the knee is 
bright red, In addition to the above, the hind 
head is ornamented with several elongated nam1w 
black 'feathers, the two n!iddle of which are LlP
wards of eight inches in lengtI1 ; the whole forms 
an elegant crest" which is dependent on the hind 
part of the neck: tIle feathers of the scapulars 
are also elongated, and fall over the hack in finE:' 
disunited plumes. 

The young do not possess the crest, or the 
dongated scapulary feathers: they have the fore
head and top oftlte head grey: the throat white: 
the neck bright grey, with several deeper spots ~ 
the back and the wings are bIlle-grey, varied with 
brown and whitish: the breast is lon~itudinalJy 
spotted; the upper mandible of the beak is dusky 
brown, -spotted with yellow; the uuder yellow: 
irides the same: space round the eyes greenish 
yenow: the legs of a grey-black, with the naked 
;space above the knee yellowish. 

This species has been observed nearly of a pure 
white, but this is of extremely rare occurrence: 
this variety may be easily rlistinguished from the 
young Ardea egretta, by the naked space above 
the knee, which is very large in the latter. 

The common Heron occurs throughout nearly 
the whole globe, retiring from the frigid regions 
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upon the approach of winter. In England it is 
ver)( abundant, and appears to be stationary, 
.tlthough it migrates in some of the northern coun
tries' of Europe: it resides, except in breeding 
time, throughout the marshy places and edges of 
streams, for the sake of its food, whici.1. consists of 
small fishes, frogs, young bird~, or even small mam
malia; and is consumed with great avidity and 
gl1jttony, its digestion being very rapid. This bird 
cOffi\llits great devastation in ponds and shallow 
waters. As a pr60f of their appetite, it is asserted 
by Willoughby and others,. that' a single Heron 
will destroy fifty small roach and dace, one day 
with another. TQ60 Heron, though it generally 
takes its prey by wading into the water, and wait
ing patiently for its approach, frequently also 
catches it while on the wing, but this is only in 
shallow waters, where it is able to dart with more 
certainty than in the deep; for in this case, though 
, the fish does at the first sight of its enemy descend, 
yet the birq, with its long beak and legs, instantly 
pins it to the bottom, and then seizes it securely. 
Although so insatiable in its appetite, and always 
eating so freely, the Heron, when stripped of its 
feathers, appears as if it had been starved to death. 

In the breeding season the Herons unite to
gether in large societies, and build in the highest 
trees, placing the nests very near each other; 
sometimes as many as eighty have been seen in 
one tree. Montagu mentions having seen a heronry 
on a small island in ~ lake in the north of Scotland, 
whereon there was only, one scrubay oak tree, 
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which not being large enough to contaiu al1 the 
nests, many were placed on the ground. Thc 
nest is large and flat, made of sticks, and lined 
with a few rushes and wool, or feathers. The 
eggs are three or four in number, and nre of a fine 
sea-green, and about the size of those of a Duck. 
The young birds are easily tamed, but the old 
birds soon pine away, as they refuse every kind of 
nourishment. 

Dr. Heysham has given a singular account of a 
battle between a colony of Herons and a neigh
bouring one of Rooks: the forrper having been 
deprived of their ancient premises by the removal 
-of the trees, made an attempt to form a settlement 
in the rookery; which was effected after an ob
stinate contest, in whicl~ some on ~oth sides lost 
their lives: but after a second victory of the Herons, 
in the succeeding year, a truce was agreed upon, 
and both societies lived in harmony together. A 
fuller account of this is to be "found in Bewick's 
13ritish Birds, above quoted. 

Heron hawking was formerly a favourite diver
sion in this kingdom~ and a penalty of twenty shil
lings was incurred by any person taking the ~ggs of 
this bird. Its flesh was also in former times much 
esteemed: being valued.at an equal rate wjth that 
of the Peacock. 



(; RI!:A THERON. 

(Arden Herudias.) 

Al\. occipite cristalo, tlorso,lusco,fetnoribus rlffis, pettore macul,s 
elongatis nigris, pedibus,luscis. 

Heron with a crested occiput; the back fuscous; the thighs 
rufoull; the breast with elongated black spot'l; the feet yellow. 

Ardea Herodias. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1.237. 15.-Gmel. Syst. Nat. 
I. 630.-Latll. Ind. Om. 2.692.56. 

Ardea virginian a cristata. Eriss. Orn. 5.416. 10. 
Le grand Heron d'Ainerique. Btdf. Ois. ,.585. 
Largest crested Heron. Catesb. Carol. App. pl. 10. f. 1. 

Great Heron. Penn. A ret. Zool. 2. 341.-Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 
85. lH.-Wills. Amer. Orn. 8. 28. pl. lxv. f. 2. 

THIS is one ofthe largest of the genus, measuring 
upwards of five feet in length, of which the beak is 
eight inches: its colour is brown, inclining to 
yellow on the sides: the hind head is crested, and 
some of the feathers are five inches in length; the 
two middle ones in particular, which are the 
longest: between the beak and eye naked, and of 
a pale yellow: all the upper parts of the body, with 
the belly, tail, and legs,' are brown: the quills 
black: the neck, the bre~st, and the thighs, are 
rufous. 

I nhabits Virginia, and like the rest of this genus, 
frequents the borders of lakes and rivers, ind feedl> 
on reptiles and small fishes. 
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RED-SHOULDERED H1!.RON. 

(Ardea Hudsonias.) 

AR. veri ICC cTlstato mgro, corp01e fuscescentc ~uhtlls alhido. colla 
subtlls nigro-rtifesccnte maculato, pedihusjlavis. 

Heron with the crown with a black crest; the body brownish; 
beneath whitish; the neck beneath spotted with dusky red; 
the feet yellow. 

Ardea Hudsonias. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 238. lS.-Gmel. S!lst. 
Nat.!. 632.-Lath. lad. Orn. 2. 693. 57. 

Ardeafreti Hudsouis. Briss. Orll. 5.407.7. 
Heron de la baie de Hudson. Buff, Ois.7. 380. 
Ash-coloured Heron. Edw. Birds. pl. 135. 
Red-shouldered Heron. Penn. Arct. Zoot. 2. 342.-Latlz. Gell. 

Syn. 5. 86. 52. 

THIS' species, which is said by Pennant to be 
the female of the Great Heron, is three feet tbree 
inches in length: its beak is five incllPs and a 
half long; the upper mandible is black, the under 
orange: the crown of the head black, and crested; 
the longest feathers upwards of four inches. in 
length: sides and lower part of the head white: 
between the beak and eye destitute of feathers, 
and of a greenish yellow colour: the back and 
upper part of the body gfey-brown: the wing
coverts palest: the inner edge of the wing reddish: 
the neck is clothed with long slender feathers, 
marked with dusky bars on the hind part, and in 
front with. broad white dashes down the centre of 
each feather: the breast white, mottled with large 



blad. ~pob: the thighs •. reddish brown: the 
belly and vent are wh~4 the leg~ 4usky: the 

I.- J ~ hinder, claw very IPng" liative of several parts 
of North AmerIca, CroW ~ew YOlk to Hudson's 
Bay,' 

AGAMI HLIWN, 

(Ardea Agaml.) 

AR. crtstata ctrllliC'I, 01 b,t" gul&tJue albis, o/Jlk Illpremo corpore 
subtus .femonbus'J.U6 "IIi" 

Crested blue Heron, with the orbits and thr~t white, the 
upper part of the neck, the body beneath,.and the tI-.ighs, 
luf,)us. 

Aldea Agami. GMel. '!lit. Nllt. 1, 6'1tg.-Lath, Iml. Orn.2 
699.19, " 

Le Ifwon Apmi. &If'. (}i,.,. S8i.-BIff: Pl. Enl. 85g, 

AgQIIl s.n. UtNJ,.~.~ • .s, gy. 70. 

TJut WgbIy ~ bird is unquestionably the 
mojl b_utiruLol the genus: it is rather more 
th.-,twe aet aM .. half in length: its beak is 
abo~. inches long, and dusky, with the base 
.of'" ~er mandible pale: the crown, the crest, 
aud, ike hind part .of the neck, are bluish grey: 
the &n is white: the upper parts.of the body, the 
wings, and the.tail, are nDe glossy greeD: the quill!> 
are black: the sidel &f the neck, as far as the 
middle, bright rufous, with aa elegant white and 
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mfous line, bounded by black, down the central 
flart! the breast is clothed with long,loose, blackish 
feathers: those on the back of the neck black, 
with a white streak down the middle of each shaft: 
the under parts of the body are deep rufous: the 
tail is brown. 

One of these birds, described by Latham as a 
female, has the beak dusky: the crown of the head 
blue-black: the nape light blue; from this hang 
ftix or eight long narrow feathers, the largest 
almost the whole ~ngth of the neck: the back, 
wings, and tail, are deep blue: the neck and under 
parts of the body are rufous; but the lower half 
of the neck and the sides of it are covered with 
loose blue fpathers, hanging longer, and loose on 
the breast: from the lower part of the back are 
long slender feathers, which hang loose, and reach 
tbp end of the tail: on th~ sides of the head, and 
just above the eyes, the parts are white, passing a 
little way in a line on each slt.le of the neck: the 
legs are yellow. 

This is a native of Cayenne and Surinam: the 
specimen from whence the accompanying en. 
graving was taken was shot in the last-mentioned 
country by Dr. Ireland, who sent it to Mr. Lead. 
beater, of Brewer-street, to whom I am indebted 
for the loan of an admirable drawing, executed by 
M. Pelletier ~ from the above-mentioned bird 



CRESTED PURPLE HERO~ 

(Ardea purpurea.) 

AR. occipUe crista depcndente penni, rrifO-purpureis, corpore 
supra rl!/o-vir('scente subtus pIl1Jlurascente-rrifo, t)crtice nigro
'Uirescente, guM alba. 

Heron with the occiput having a depending cr('st of a rufous 
purple; the body above red-gree1\; beneath purplish red i 
the crown black-green; the throat white. 

Ardea.purpurea. Linn. S!Jst. N.at. 1. 236. lO.-Gmet. S!lst. Nat. 
1. 626.-Lotll. Ind. am. 2.697. 72. 

Amea rufa. Scop. Ann. 1. l1g.-Gmel. S!Jst. Nat. I. 642.
hath. Ind. Om. 2. 692. 55. 

Ardea Lotaurus. Gmel. S!Jst. Nat. 1. 636.-Lath. Ind. Oni. 2. 

6g8·74. 
Artlea purpurata. Gmet. Syst. Nat. 1.641. young.-Lath. 1,<11. 

Orn. 2. 698.75. young. 
AnJea cltspica. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 6g8. 73. young.-Leflch. Cat. 

Brit. MUI. p. 33. 
Ardea variegata. Latll. Ind. 0711.2. 692.56. young. 
Ardea cristata purpurascens. Briss. 0711. 5. 424. 14. pl. 36.f. 2. 
Bolaurus major. Briss. am. 5. 455. 28. 

A,.dea stellaris major. Raii. Syn. 100. 13. 

Ardea purpurascens. BriS's. Orn. 5.420. 12. young. 
Le Heron pourpre. Buff. Ois. 7. 369.-Buff. Pl. Eili. 788.-

Temm. Man. d'Orn;. 364. 
Grand Buta. Buff. Ois. 7.422. 
Crested purple Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5.95.65. 
Rufous Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 99. 72. 
Greater Bitter~. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5 • .58. 18. 
Purple Heron. Lath. Gen. S!Jn. 5. 96.66. young. 
Variegated Heron. Lath. S!Jn. Sup. 11.304.15. young. 
African Heron. Lath. Gen. S!Jn. Sup. 237. 80.-11font. Om. Diet. 

I.-Lewin. Brit. Birds. 4. pl. 15J.-Walc. S!Jn. 2. ]11.131. 
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THIS elegant species has received no less than 
six specific names from the pen of Latham, on 
account of the changes it undergoes in arriving to 
maturity: in this state it measures nearly three 
feet in length: the occiput' is garnished with 
elongated greenish black feathers, the base of the 
neck with purplish white ones, and the scapulars. 
with subulated brilliant red-purple plumes: the 
top of the head and the occiput are black, glossed 
with green: the throat is white: the sides of tht" 
neck are of a clear red, with tll£ee longitudina.l and 
narrow stripes of black: the fore-pat t of the neck 
longitudinally spotted with red, black, and purple: 
the back, the wings, and the tail, are greyish red, 
with green reflections: the thighs and the abdo-' 
men are red: the sides of the body and the breast 
are rich purple: the beak and the· naked skin 
snrrounding the eyes are yellow: the irides arc 
orange-yellow:· the soles of the feet, the hinder 
part of the tarsi, and the naked 3p~ce above the 
knee, are yellow: the fore-part of .the tarsi, and 
the scales of the toes,are brown-green. The young. 
before they attain the age of three years, want the 
crest, which is only indicated by a few elongated 
reddish feathers: they also want the long feathers 
at the base of the neck and on the scapulars : their 
forehead is bl~ck: the nape and ch'eeks are bright 
red: the throat is white: the fore-part of the neck 
is yellowish white, with numerous longitudinal 
black spots: the feathers of the back, the scapulars, 
the wings, and the tail, are grey-black, edged with 
hright red: the belly and thighs are whitish,: the 
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greatest part of the npper mandible of the beak 
blackish: the under, the space round the eyes. 
and the. iri4es, are bright yellow. 

This beautiful bird is common in the western 
parts of Asia, frequenting the marshy shores of 
the Caspian and Black seas, also the lakes of 
Great Tartary, and the borders of the large rivers 
of those parts,. as the Wolga and Irtisch: it also 
occurs, though sparingly, in several parts of Eu. 
rope, appearing about the banks of the Danube, 
and .he morasses of Holland; about four or five 
specimffils have likewise been killed in England at 
different periods·; a fine specimen is in the BrItish 
Museum, that was shot within these few years. 
To the north and east this bird does not occur, 
but in Africa it is rather abunliant. It seems also 
to be abundant in Malta, f1'OUl whence it has been 
lately sent by J. Ritchie, Esq. to the British Museum. 
Its nourishment consists of aquatic animals, as in the 
rest of the genus; and it builds its nest among the 
reeds or underwood, and but rarely in trees: its 
eggs are three in number, and of a greyish green. 

RUSTY--CROWNED HERON. 

(Arden rubiginosa.) 

Aa. subcriltataferrrlginel%, gul4 alM, abdamine alba nigro stf'iato, 
coUo subtus /ineis 'l'tatuor nigris, pedil>us luteis. 

Slightly crested ferruginous Heron, with the throat white; the 
abdomen white, striped with black; the neck with four black 
lines beneath; the- legs yellowish. 



nROWN HERON. 589 

Ardea fabiginosD.. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 69'J.-Lrnlt! Ind. ·Om. 
2.693.58. 

Rusty-crowned ~eron. Penn. Arct. Zool: 2. 358.-Lat~. Gen. 
S!Ju. 5. 87. 53. 

THE Rusty-crowned Heron is the size of the 
Common Bittern: its beak is seven ~nches long, 
slender, and yellow: iriues yellow: head siightly 
crested: the crest and back part of the neck deep 
rust-colour: the forehead is dusky: the throat is 
white: the fore-part of the neck with four black 
streaks': the feathers of the breast long' and loose; 
with a dark line passing upwards towards the back 
of the neck: the back and .the wing-coverts are 
deep ferruginous, varied with a few black spots: 
the quills are dusky: the breast and b,elly are dirty 
white, striped with black: the tail sh'ort, lead
coloured: the legs are dirty y·ellow. Inhaf>its 
North America. 

BROWN HERON. 

(Ardea fusca.) 

AB. crista capitis nigricante, corpore fuscOt>nigr'icante ,ubtu. alho. 
pectore maculia fo.~cis elongatis.· ' 

Heron wi4h the crest on the head dusky; the body dusky brown i 
beneath ,white ; the breast with elongated hrown spots. 

Arden fus~a. Lnth. Ind. Om. 2. 700. 83. 
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Le Heron bruno Bu.ff: Ois. i. 3Sl.-Buff. Pl. £111.858. 
Brown He~on. LaIn. Syn. Slip. 1I. 304. 17. 

THIS bird inhabits Cayenne: it is two feet six 
or seven in~hes in leQgth: the beak is brown: the 
head is ornamented with a slight crest, of a dusky 
colour, and. falling down over the back of the 
neck: . the upper part of the latter, the body, and 
wings, are dusky brown: the under, parts are 
white, the breast being spotted with elongated 
prown streaks: the legs are yellow. 

C,INNAMON HERON. 

(Ardea cinnamomea.) 

An. castaneo-cinnamomea, collo antice fusco striato, guM mllculrl 
maxillari crissoque albis. 

Cinnamomeous chesnut, with the fore-part of the neck striped 
with fuscous; the throat, maxillary spot. and vent, white. 

Ardea cinnamomea. Gruel. s'lJst. Nat. 1. 643.-[.at~. Irld. 01'11. 
2.689·46. 

Cinnamon Heron. Lalit. Gen. Syn. 5. 77. 43.-Latll. SYll. 
Sup. 2.35. 

ABOUT sixteen inches in length: the beak two 
inches and a naIf topg, and yellow: the prevailing 
colour of the plumage cinnamon-colour, inclining 
to chesnut: the lower parts of the body ·palest : 
on each side of the throat, beneath the jaw, a 
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small white patch: the chin and vent nearly white: 
the middle of the fore-part of the neck streaked 
with brown: the tail bright rusty chesnut: the 
legs yellow. Inhabits China and India. 

WHITE-FIWN'CEO HERON. 

(ArdeaNovre-HollandilB.) 

AR. subcristata, plumbeo-cinerea subtus nifo:ferru.gint!ll,.fro"t~f 
genis, guld. jugul0'lue alhis. 

Slightly crested Heron, plumbeous grey; beneath rusty red; 
with the forehead, cheeks, throat, and jugulum, 'white. 

Ardea Novre-Hollandire. Lath. Ind. Orne 2. 701. BB. 
White·fronted Heron. Phil. Bot. Bay. "t. in p. J63.-Latk. 

S!Jn. Sup. II. 304. ] 8. 

DESCRIBED as below by Latham, in the l1Iecond 
Supplement to his Synopsis. "This is about 
half the size of the Common Heron, being twenty
eight inches in length: the beak is four inches 
long, and black; the base of the under man
dible yellowish: lore and orbits naked, and of 
a greenish colour: the body on the upper parts i~ 
bluish ash-colour: the crown of the head black; 
aDd the feathers elongated: the ferehead, ch~ek8, 
chin, and fore-part of the neck, as far as tl?-e middle, 
white: quills and tail pluish black: the feathet;s 
of the breast are elongated, a.ad hang down in a 

v. XI. P. n. '7 
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graceful manner: these, with the belly and thighs~ 
are of a r.ufous cinnamon-colour: back covered 
with long slender feathers, which fall over the 
tail, and conceal about half its length: legs yellow. 
brown. Inh~bits New Holland." 

llLACK HERON. 

(Ardell. atm.) 

1b1. nigricans, 'tectricibus alarum cinereo-c(ffulescentihus, reetri
cibus nigricantibu" rostra pedibusque nigris. 

Dusky Herqn, with the wing-coverts of a grey-blue; the tail
feathers dusky i the beak and feet black. 

Ardea atra. Grnel .• S!lst. Nat. 1. 641.-Lath. II~d. Orn. 2. 

697·71. 
Ardea nigra. Briss. Om. 5.439. 21. 
Le Hero.n n~ir. RIff. Ois.7. 368. 
Black Heron. LIth. Gen. Syn. 5. 94. 64 • 

. THIS is described as being as large as the Common 
Heron:' its beak black: the prevailing colour of 
the plumage the sa~e, with a blue gloss on the 
Wings: the space between the beak and the eyes 
~overed with a bare black skin :," the If'gs are 
black: the middle and outer toes connected at 
the base by a membrane. It is said to inhabit 
Silesla. 
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( Ardea leucocephala.) . 

AB. nigro-violacea, vertice nigro, capite collo superiore crislO tet:
triclbl/sque suhcaudalibus albis, rostro pedibusque fusco-ruhris. 

Violet-black Heron, with the cro\vn black; the head, upper 
part of the neck, the vent, and the un~lE:1' tail.feathers, white; 
the beak and feet red-brown. 

Ardea leuco~ephala. Gmel. Syst. Nat. ,. fi4?.-Latk. Ind. Om. 
2. 6g9· 78. 

Le Heron ,iiolet. Buff. Ois. 7· 370. 
Heron de la cote de Coromandel. Buff. Pl. Enl. 906. 
Violet Heron. LlJth. Gen. Syn. 5.97. 69.-Lath. Syn. Sup. 28(J. 

NATIVE of the East Indies, where it is said to be 
very common. It is esteemed for food, and is, 
often used in falconry. It is thirty-three inches 
in leugth: its heak is duskY'brown: the top of 
the head, the lower part 8f the neck. the body, 
the wings, and the tail, are of a fine bluish black, 
glossed with violet: the rest of the head and neck, 
the vent, and the under tail-coverts, are white: 
the legs are reddish broFn. Called lUonicijore 
at Bengal, and Luglug in otber parts of Hindoostan. 
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COCOI HERON. 

(Ardea Cocoi.) 

AA. oecipite cristt1 de pendente dorsoque cinereis, collo subtus nigro 
maculnto, capitis latrrihus nigria. 

Heron with a depending occipital crest, which, '"ith the back. is 
cinereous; the neck beneath spotted with black; the sides of 
the hend black. 

Arden. Cocoi. Lath. I.d. Om. 2. 699. SO.-Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 
237. 14.-Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 629.-Raii. Syn. 100. IS. 

Ardea Cayanensis cristata. Briss. Orn. ts. 400. 3 •. 
Le 80co. <Buff. Ois. 7. 739-
Cocoi Heron. Lath. Gen. Sgn. 5.98.71 

THE Cocoi Heron is a large species, measuring 
upwards of three feet in length: its beak is greenish 
yellow: irides golden-orange: the top of the head 
ash-coloured; its siees black: the occipital feathers 
much elongated, the two middle ones being nearly 
six: inches in length; they are all of a fine cinereous 
colour, and are very narrow: space between the 
beak and the eye naked, and of a cinereous hue: 
the cheeks, the throat, and the· neck, are white: 
the fore-part of the neck is speckled with a double 
row of elongated dusky spots: the feathers of the 
base of the neck, and those of the scapulars, (which 
lattef hang over the back,) are very long: the rest 
of the plumage i, of a pale cinereous: the legs are 
ash-colour. It is a nati~e of Brazil and Cayenne. 
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STREAKED HERON. 

(Ardta vfrgata.) 

An. fusco-nigriclJns, collo subtus albo,jugulo nigro driato, tectri-
cibus alarumjla'Vescente striatis. -

Dusky brown Heron, with the neck beneath white j the jugulum 
striped with black; the willb-~overts striped with yellowish. 

Ardea virgat!'o' Gmt!. Syst. Nat. 1. 643.-Latll. Ind. Orn. 
2.693.60. 

Streaked Heron. Penn. Arct. Zaal. 2. 354.-Lath. Gen. S!jn. 
5.87·55. 

NATIVE of ,North America: length seventeen 
inches: beak two inches: the crown of the head 
dusky: the' cheeks and hind part of the neck 
varied with ferruginous and black: the chin, the 
throat, and the fore-part of the Il€ck, are white; 
the latter is streaked with black: the wing-~overts 
are striped with black and pale buff: the outer 
edge of the wing is white: the quills are dusky: 
the legs are greenish., A slight variety is m~n
tioned, which has a white line on each jaw: the 
scapulars and greater wing-coverts are dusky" 
spotted at the en~s with white. 



HOUHOU HERON. 

(A:rd- Htlbou.) 

Alt. crhtata cineretl, fronte albo nigroque 'Vari<1, aUs alao cinereo 
cttrulcoque 'Variiso, pedihus 'Vl1riegatis. 

Crested cinereous Herdn, with the forehead var\ed with black 
and white; the wings varied with cinereous and blue; the 
legs varieg~ted. 

Arden Hohou. GmeL Syst. Nat. 1. 630.-Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 
701.85. 

Ardea mexicana cinerea. Briss. Orne 5. 404. lie 

Xoxoukqui Hoactli. Raii. Sy/!. 102. 21. . 

Houhou Heron. Buff. Ois. 7. 38l1r.-Lath.'Gen. S!Jn. 5. 101.76. 

THIS inhabits the same situation as the Dry 
Heron: it is said to have a lou'd disagreeable cry, 
resembling the word lwuholl, from whence its 
name js derived. It is in length two feet three 
inches: its beak is black, and measures seven 
inches in length: the forehead is varied with 
black and white; the rest of the head is purple: 
the feathers of the occiput are elongated, and form 
a crest, which is of a rich purple hue: the cdges 
of the wings are white: the wing-coverts moWed 
with blue and cinereous: the s,econdaries are of 
great length, almost equalling the primaries: the 
rest of the plumage is of an a$h-colour: tHe legs 
are variegateq with brown, black, and yellowish. 
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eRACRA HERON. 

(Ardea Cram..) 

Aa. ruftsoente 'Gttriegata, supra cinereo-cf£rulescens, subtus cintrea~ 
collo subtus pectoreque aLhis. 

Variegated reddish Heron, above grey-blue; beneath cinereou8 r 
with the neck beneath, Ilud breast, white. 

Ardea Cracra. Gmel. S!Jst. Nat. 1. 642.-Latn. Ind. Orn. 2. 

699·77. 
Cancrofagus Americanus. Briss. Om. 5. 477. 39. 
eraera. B1fff. Ois. 7.403. 
Cracra Heron. !;atlt. Gen. S!Jn. 5. 96. 68. 

LENGTH not· mentioned! size that of a large 
Fowl: th.e beak black, beneath yellowish brown: 
the irides of a golden-yellow: the lores naked, 
and pale yellow.: the crown of the head bluish 
ash: the nape' and the hind part of the neck 
brown, varied whh fillemot: the back and rump 
bluish ciI1\;!reous, mixed with dull green and rufuus! 
the lesser wing-coverts duH green, edged with 
rufous; the greater coverts and flI.lills black, with 
whit~ edges: the under parts of the neck, as far 
as the breu.st, white, spotted with rufesdmt; the 
rest of the under parts cinereous.: the tail greenish 
black: the legs yellow, claws black. Native of 
~hili, and other parts of South America: its cry 
is similar to the syllables Uti-era.. It residei on. 
the borders of rivers. 
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DR'! ,HERON. 

(Ardea H oactli.) 

All. cri&t~ nigr8, corpore nigro-'Virescente subtus albo, aliI caudaque 
cinereis. 

Heron with a black crest j the body hlack.green; beneath 
white j the wings and tail cinereous. 

Ardea Hoactli. Gmel. Syst. Nat. I. t5~O.-Lath. Ilzd. Orn. 2. 
700.84. 

Ardea mexicana cristata . • Briss. Orn. 5.218. 11.' 
Hoactli. Raii. Syn. liS. B.-Buff. Ois. 7. 382. male. 
Hoacton. Will. 391. female. 
Diy Heron. Lath. Gen. S!Jn. 5. 100.79. 

LENGTH two feet three inches: the beak black, 
with its sides yellow: the irides yellow: eyelids 
red: the head black, furnished with a crest of the 
same colour: fore-part of the former white: space 
between the beak and eye naked; and yellowish: 
the upper parts of the neck and the ~ody are 
greenish Llack : the wing-coverts are greenish ash: 
the .quills and tttil cillereous: the under parts of 
the body are aU white: the legs are yellow. The 
female has the upper parts of the body br'own, 
varied with white: the under white, varied with 
brown: in other respects similar to the male. 

This species in habits Mexico, frequenting marshy 
places, and breeding among reeds. 



ASH-COLOURED HERON. 

(Ardea. cana..) 

Aa. cinerea, collo fU&co-cintrascente, ahdomine genis guldque 
alMs. 

Cinereous Heron, with the neck greyish brown; the abdomen, 
cheeks, and chin, white. 

Ardea cana. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 643.-Lath. In!. Orn. 2. 
693.59· 

Ash-coloured Heron. Pen,.. Arct. Zoot. 2. 353.-Latll. Gen. 
Syn. 5. 87. 54. 

THIS is found at New York: it is two feet in 
length: its beak is strong, and black: the cheeks 
and the chin are whitish: the neck is pale ashy 
brown, streakea on the fore-part with white: the 
back, the wings, and the tail, are cinereous, each 
feather bordered with dusky: the feathers of the 
sides of the back long and broad, hanging over 'the 
ends of the wings: the belly is white: the legs are 
yellowish. This arrives at New York in May; 
breeds there, and departs in October. 
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(Arden pileata., 

All. occipite cristato, corpore albo, vertice nigra. 
Heron with the occiput crested; the body white; the crown of 

the hend black. 
Arden pileata. Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 695. 66. 
Ardea Brlsiliensis candida. Briss. Orn. 5. 43<1. 17. 
Le Heron blanc it calotte noire. Buff. Ois. 7.380. 
Le Heron huppe de Cayenne. B'!if. Pl. Enl. 907. 
Black-crested white Heron. Lath.Gen. Syn. s. 92. 60. A. 

rHIS bird is described by Latham as a variety of 
the Great White Heton in the General Synopsis, 
but in the Index Ornithologicus it is distinguished 
as a species: it is only two feet long, whereas the 
bird with which it was associated is considerably 
more than three feet, without including the beak: 
its entire plumage is white, with the exception of 
a black patch on the top of the head; the hind 
part of which has a pendant crest, composed of 
six long feathers, the two middle ones of which 
are above six inches l~ng, and the others are 
gradually shortened. It ~nhabits the rivers of 
Guiana. 





LITTLE WHITE HERO~ 

(Amea lEquinoctialis.) 

AR. alba, rerttigibus duabus prirttis margine exteriore fu.cis, 
ptleo colloque ilyerzore 'utels. 

White Heron, wIth the outer edge of the two first qUIlls 
brownish, the top of the head and the lower part of the 
neck yellowish. 

Ardea .iEquinoctlalis Lznn. S!Jst. Nat. 1. 240. 25.-Gmel~ 

Nat. 1. 641.-Latlt. Ind. Om. 2. 696. 70.-Leach. c.t. Brtt} 
Mus. p. 33. 

Ardea caroIinensis candida. Bms. Om. 5. -135 18. 
Le Crabier blanc a bee rouge. Buff DIS. 7.401. ,-

Red-billed Heron. Penn. Arct. Zool. Sup. 2. 66.. '~'". 
Little white Heron. Lath. Gen. SJln. 5. 93. ~~~¥ 

Zoo!. 2. 345.-Catesb. Carol.!. pl. 77.-JrloJlf. Qm..~ 
-Mont. Linn. Trans. ix. 197. 

THIS is twenty inches in length: tfl~' b~.1 
two inches long, and of an orang~colo.~ ~ 
lores and orbits the same: irides pale yelloW' ~i~ 
entire plumage is snowy white, except the c -
of the head, and the upper part of th~ 
which are buff': the legs greenish. 'f 

this bird is very Qar~,.r.olo.u!e~; so muc»-,JlIft-,~'lllNib'fJOl 

give a d,irty ca~ctp, ~"'JJVIUIlJ!Ium~ 
cheeks and sides oitha ~'l The 
back of the.~ au very slightly 
they likewise .. on tU lower paii 
l>efOt'e. 

A single specimen. of. this bird has been taken ifi 
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this country, it having been shot near Kingsbridge 
in Devonshire, the latter end of October ] 805: it 
was observed for several days in the same field, 
attending some cows, and picking up insects, which 
were found in its stomach: it was not shy. This 
specimen is now placed in the British Museum. 
Th~ native place of this species appears to be 

Carolina, and other parts of North America, as far 
as Mexico. 

SACRED HERON. 

(Ardea sacra.) 

Aa. alba,. tectricibus milloribus alarum rectricibusque nigro
lineatis. 

White Ileron, with the lesser wing-coverts and the tail-feathers 
striped with black. 

Ardea sacra. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 640.-Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 
696.69. 

Sacred Heron. ,Lath. Gen. Syn. 5.92. 62. 

THE Sacred He.on is a native of Otaheite and 
the neighbouring islands, where it is esteemed 
eacred. It is thus described by Latham: "Size 
of the little Egret: length two feet three inches: 
general colour of the plumage white: beak four 
inches long, dusky brown: on the middle of the 
crown a few obscure dusky streaks down the shafts 
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of some of the feathers: several of those of the 
back, wing, and tail-coverts, marked in the same 
manner: scapulars dashed with black: greater 
quills more or less dusky at the tips: the tail
feathers marked with dusky down the shafts, from 
the tip;tn inch and a half upwards, except the outer 
feather, which is plain: legs yellow." Ano\her is 
mentioned that differs slightly: "The crown of a 
plain white: scapulari svme white, s0II?-e black: on 
the fore-part of the neck some lOose long feathers, 
black and white mixed, hanging over the breast, 
and some others of the same loose texture and 
mixeq. colour, falling on the tail: the wing-coverts 
have likewise som~ black feathers intermixed: 
the quills plain .white~ and the tail the same, except 
one feather wholly black: legs black." I suspect 
the last described variety is a distinct species, but 
forbear tu detach it, as I have not seen a specimen. 
It is found with the former. 

B. T Alt8I 6revi. 
B. Tarsi short. 

SQUACCO BEllON. 

(Ardea raUoides.) 

AB. criltata,fronte tJerlice(juefiavi.s maculis nigris lOfI$UudinaliolU 
flotahs, corpore ,upra nffo, tuhtus guld uropygio ClIudd9UC 

"G/bi,. 
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Crested Heron, with the forehead and crown yellow, marked 
with longitudiual blaek spots; the body abo"e rufous; be. 
neath, and with the throat, rump, and tail, white. 

Ardea ralloides. Scop. An. 121. 
Ardea comata. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 632.-Latlt. Ind. Orn. 2. 

687. 3g.-Linn. Trans. 3. 335. 
Ardea squaiotta. GmeZ. S!Jst. Nat. 1. 6S4.-Lath. Ind. Orn.2. 

686. H6. 
Ardea castanea. Gmel. S!Jst. Nat.!. 633.-Lath. Ind. Orne 2. 

687.40. 
Ardea Marsiglii. Gmel. S!lst. Nat. 1. 637. young.-T.ath. Ind. 

Om. 2. 681. 20. yotfng. 
Ardea pumila. Gmel. S!lst. Nat. 1. 644. young.-Loth. Ind. 

Om. 2. 683. '28. young. 
Ardea erythropus. Gmel. S!lst. Nat.!. 634. young.-Lath.Ind. 

Orn.2.686.38.young. 
Canerofagus lnteus. Briss. Orne 5. 472.37. 
Cancrofagus. Briss. Orn. 5. 466. 33. 
Botaurus minor. Brios. Orne 5. 452. 26. young. 
Canf'rofagus rufus. Bris.~. Om. 5.469. 35. young. 
Squaceo. Raii. $,1J1I. 99. 8.-Buff. Gis. 7. 391. 
Squaiotta. Raii. S!llI. 99· g. 
Ardea hrematopus, seu Cirris. Raii. S!ln. 99. 7. young. 
Crabier de Mahon. Buff. Gis. 7. 393.-BIfff. Pl. Enl. 348-
~e Crabier Caiot. Bllff· Gis 7.38g. 
Le petit Butor. Buff. Ois. ;. 425. young. 
Le Crabier marron. Buff. Ois. i. 3g0. young. 
SquaiDtta Heron. Lalh. pen. S!ln. 5. 72. 36. 
Castuneous Heron. Lath. Gen. S!ln. 5.75. 40. 
Swabian Bittern. Lath. Gen. S!Jn. 5. 60. 20. young. 
Dwarf Heron. Lath. Gen. SY1!. 5.77.42. young. 
Red-legged Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5 73.38. young. 
Squaceo Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 74. ag.-Lath. Syn. Sup. 

II. 302. g.-Mo~t. Orne Diet. Sup. 

LIKE many other Herons, this species has been 
u.nnecessarily multiplied, no less than six of La· 
tham's species being referrible to this one: it i!l to 
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the industry of S~opoli that we are indebted for 
extricating us from this labyrinth. The bird 
now under consideratIOIJ possesses the following 
plumage after the age of three years: the forehead 
a.nd top of the head have the feathers slightly 
elongated, and yellowish, marked with longitudinal 
black rays: the occiput is ornamented with eight 
or ten narrow lOlIg feathers, which arc slightly 
-edged with black: the throat is black: the neck, 
top of the back, and scapulars, a. bright red: the 
feathers of the back long, slender, and of a bright 
('hesnut: the whole of the rest of the plumage is 
of a pure white: the beak is fine ca-rulean blue at 
its base, and black at the tip: the naked space 
round the eyes is greyish green: the irides are 
yellow: the legs yellow, shaded with green: the 
naked space above the knee very small: length 
from sixteen to eighteen inches. The young have 
not the long occipital feathers: Lhc whole of the 
head, the neck, and the wing-coverts, are red
brown, with deeper longitudinal spots:. the throat, 
the rump, and the tail, :lre pure white: the fea
thers of the wings are white on their inner webs, 
and greyish on their outer and towards their tips: 
the top of the back and the scapulars are varied 
with mfferent shades of brpwn: the upper man
dible of the beak is brown and greenish; the .under 
green-yellow: the naked skin round the eyes is 
green: the irides are bright yellow, and the legs 
are grey-green. 

This bird is extremely abundant in Asia and 
Africa, frequenting the bay!. of the Caspian Sea, 
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and the rivers in the vicinity: it is also found in 
Holland, Poland, Russia, Turkey, the Grecian 
Archipelago, Sardinia, and Italy, and accidentally 
in various parts of Germany: it builds among 
the reeds, and lays from four to six greenish eggs. 
I believe this species has been shot in England. 

FERRUGINEOUS HERON. 

(Ardea ferruginea.) 

A •. 8ubc,1siata nigricana rlgo maculllta, subtus rlifo albido cinerea 
fU$coqu.e tlariegntd.. 

Slightly crested Heron; dusky, spotted with rufous; beneath 
vnriegated with rufous, white, cinereous, nnd brown. 

Arden ferruginea. Gmel. S!lst. Nat. 1. 634.-Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 
688.41. 

Ferrugineous ~eron. Lath. Gen. S!ln. 5. 76. 41. 

(( LENGTH twenty-one inches and a half: beak 
straight, sharp; the base greenish flesh-colour; 
the end brownish; the upper mandible somewhat 
bent at the tip: betweetl that and the e~s, and 
over .them, naked, and green: irides Raffron
colour: feathers of the head, neck, and back, 
longish, black tipped with t'erruginous; those on 
the crown somewhat elongated: chin yellowish 
white: wing-coverts. dark brown; the outer ones 
have ferruginous tips; those nearest the body 
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varied with rufous and white: quills black: rump, 
breast, and belly, varied with ferruginous, whitish, 
cinereous, and brown: thighs' with rufous and 
cinereous white: the wings when closed reach a 
triBe beyond the tail: legs green." The above is 
Latham's description gf this bird, to which is also 
attached the following: "This species is found 
about the river Don, in the summer only,.as it is 
migratory, coming from the Black Sea, and depart
ing to it again in autumn. Fepds on fish and 
insect'>. Frequently met with along with the last 
species.' 

This bird appears to be greatly allied to the 
Squacco, jf it be not an intermediate state of some 
of the varieties of that species. 

COltOl\IANJ)£L HEllON. 

{Ardea Coromandelensis.) 

An. albll, capltt' ~uperiOTe cervice peclor_dlJ'f3o,/ue ruftscentibul. 
White HeroD, with the upper part of the head, the. top of the 

neck, the breast, and the back, rufescent, 
Ardea comata, fl. Latll. Ind. Orne ~ 667. 3g. 
Crabier de Coromandel., Buff. Qis. 7. sga.-Buff: Pl. Rnl.gl2. 
Squacco Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. '75. 30- A. 

Ardea raUm4es, the- Squacco Heron. 
V. XI. I'. Ir. S8 
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NATIVE of the Coromandel coast: length one 
foot nine inches: the beak is yellow; betwefn the 
beak and eyes bare, and grey: the old bird with 
an elongated occipital crest, composed of several 
feathers, that fall dow)l pver the hind part of the 
neck, and are striped with dusky and wtJ.ite: the 
upper part of the head and hind part of the neck 
fufesqmt, as are also the long feathers which 
adorn the lower part of the neck: the wing-coverts 

• and back are tinged with rufous, and the feathers 
of the scapulre are elongated, and reach beyond 
the tail: the rest of the plumage is white: the legs 
?-.,re yellow. 

1.0UISli\;'I;E HEltON. 

( A rdea Ludov iciana.) 

All. crislata cinerea, cotto abdomineque r'lffis, vcrtice alis caudaque 
lliridi-nigricantibus, pedibus jlavis. 

Grey-crested Heron, with the neck and abdomen rufous i the 
crown, wings, and tail, dusky green; the feet yellow. 

Ardea Ludoviciana. Gmel. S!fst. Nat. 1. 630.-Lath. bid. Om. 
2.6g0.51 •. 

Le Crabier roux, iH~te et queue vertes. Bv:ff. Ois. 7. 407. 
Crabier de 1a Louisiane. Buff. Pl. Enl. gog. 
Louisiane Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 81. 47.-Penn. Arct. 

Zool~ 2. 350. 

INHABITS I ... o~shtna. Length sixteen inches: 
the beak dusky: the orbits- pale yeUo\\ : the top 
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of the head deep green; t'he hind head adorned 
with a crest of the same hue: the rest.of the head 
and the neck are rufous: the fore-part of the latter 
white, varied with elongated rufous spots: the 
back grey, glossed with :purple, and its feathers 
long and narrow: the wing-coverts dull green, 
edged with fulvolls: (he quills are blackish, and 
some of them are tipped with white: the belly is 
rufous-brown: the tail is .blackish green: the legs 
yellow: the claws black. 

YELLOW-CItOWNED HERON. 

(Ardea violacea.) 

Al\. (Ju;ipite {uteo cri~fa alM, corpore albo lIigroque :;triato .Iubtu$ 
ca:rulcscrn/I', pedibu~ lutris. 

Heron \\ ith a luteQus occiput and white crest; thejody striped 
with white and black; beneath bluish; the feet yellow. 

Ardea violacea. Linn. Syst. Nat. l~ 238. 16.-Gmel. S!J~t. Nat. 
1. 631.-Latlt. Ind. Orn. 2. WJ. 50. 

Ardea crerulea nigra .• Raii. SYTe. p. 189. 3. 
Cancrofagus Bahllrnensis. Briss. 0, n. 5. 481. 4t. 
Le Crabier gris-de-fer. Buff. Ois. 7. 399. 
Crested Bittern. Catesb. Carol .. ]. pl. i9. 
Yellow-crowned Heron. Penn. Arct. Zoul. 2. 85z.-Latll. Gen. 

Syn. 5. 80. 40.-Wilts: Amer. Orr.. S. ~6. pl. lxv. f. J. 

RATHER a small species, being only fifteen inches 
and a half in length: the beak about three inches 
long, and black: the irides are··re~:. the orbit~ 
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na1..ed, and green: the crown of the head yeIlow ; 
the hind part adorned with a crest composed of' 
fine white feathers, the longest of which is near 
six inches in length; the rest of the head is blue
black, with a white streak commencing at the angle 
of the beak, and tending towards the hind head: 
the back streaked with black and white, and from 
its lower part are appended several long narrow 
feathers, which hang ofer the tail, which is of a 
dull blu(;': the quills are bluish brown: the whole 
of the under parts of the body, from the chin to 
the vent, is of a dw.ky blue: the legs are yellow: 
the claws are dusky. Native of North. America 
and the Bahama islands: in the latter places they 
qreed among the rocks, and are in such abundance, 
and so little alarmed, that they may be taken with 
great ease, as they frequently are, being esteelUt:d 
excellent food. 

(Ardea crerulea.) 

All.. accipite "istata, corpore cCLruleo, crist' coUoque violaceu, 
rostro cfE'Tuleo, pcdibus vzrescenti6us. 

Heron with a crested occip.ut; the body blue; the crest and 
neck violet; the beak blue; the legs greenish. 

A rdea <-rerulea. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 238. 17.-Gmet. s..y&t. Nat. 
I. 631.-B,1SS. Om. 5. 484. 42.-Raii. S:yn. 18g. S.-Latl •• 
Ind. Orn. +. 889- 48. 
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Cancrofagus Urasiliensis. Briss. Orll. 5. 479. 40. ~ 
Ardeola Brasiliensis. llail. Syn. p. 101. 18. ? 
Le Crabier bIen. Buff. Ou. 7.398. 
Le Crabier chalyb6. BuJI. Ois. 7 404.) 
Blue Crane. Wtlls. Amer. 01'11.7. 117. pl.Ix.ii.f. 3. 

,'iSl 

Blue Heron. Catesb. Carol. 1. pl. 76.-Pe.n. Arct. Zoot. 2. 

351.-Lath. Gen. SYll. 5.78 45. 

LENGTH eighteen inche~: beak three inches, 
and blue, with the lower mandible yellowish: the 
irides yellow: orbits and space between the beak 
and eye naked, and yellowish: the feathers on the 
back part of the head, and those of the lower part 
of the neck, are elongated: the prevailing colour 
of the plumage is deep btue, inclining to lead. 
colour: the head and neck are fine changeabie 
purple: the back is clothed with hng, narrow, 
silky feathers, hanging considerably beyolld the 
tail: the legs are green. 

The young? have the head and neck of a dull 
purple -: the· chin white, passing in a stripe halt":. 
way down the fore-part of the neck: the'head but 
slightly crested: the back 1ead-coloured, and its 
long silky feathers wanting. 

This bird inhabits North America and the West 
Indies: said also to occur in New Zealand and 
Otaheite. 
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ClERULEAN HERON. 

(Ardea crerulescens.) 

AR. cristata, corpore obscure cl1!1'uleo, capite colloque fusco-rt!Jis, 
occipite pennis duahus elongatis. 

Crested Heron, with the body of a dull blue; the head of a red-
dish brown; the occiput with two elongated 'feathers. 

Ardea cremlescens. Lall!. Ind. Orn. 2. 690. 49. 
Le Crabier bleu a cou bruno Buff. Ois, 7. 399. 
Heron bleuatre de Cayenne. Buff. Pl. Enl. 349. 
Blue Hemn. Latlt. Gen. Syn. 5,79.45. A. 

THIS fine species is nineteen inches in length: 
its beak is .deep yellow: between the beak and 
eyes naked, and reddish: the head and neck are 
rufous'-brown: ,at the hind head arise two long 
feathers, which reach down nearly the whole length 
of the neck: the rest of the body, th~ wings, and 
the tail, are deep blue: the legs are brown. In
habits Cayenne. 

STEEL-BLUE HERON. 

(Ardea chalybea.) 

A ... wprtl 'nigro-chal/lbetl, iubtus alba, rrmigibuB rectricibusque 
'Vii cscentibus, alis apire albis. 
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Heron above of a steel·black; beneath white; with the quills 
and tail-feathers greellish, the former tipped with white. 

Arden c!el'ulea, y. Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 61ig. 48. 
Cancrofagus Brasiliensis. Briss. Orn. 5. 479. 40. 
Ardeola Brasiliensis. Rl1ii. S!Jn. p. 101. 8. 
Le Crabier chalybe. Bui!. Ois. 7.404. 
Blue Heron. Latlt. Gell. Sy". 5. SO. c. 

THIS fine species inhabits Brazil: it is only six
teen inches in length: the beak is dusky; its 
under part white: irides and orbits naked, and 
yellow: the general colour of the plumage black, 
\\'ith a gloss of polished steel: the head varied 
slightly with brown, and the wing-coverts wit~ 
cinereous: the quills are greenish, with a spot of 
white near the tips: all the under parts of tpe 
body are white, varied with cinereous and pale 
yellow: the tail is greenish: the legs yellow. 

Described 'DB a variety of the -Blue Heron by 
Latham, but I think it possesses sufficient cha
ractet·s to form a distinct f'pecies. 

= 

CINEREOUS HERON. 

(Ardea cyanopu!>.) 

AB.. cinerea subtus alba. remigiblls partim nigris partim candidis, 
rostro loris pedihusque c(£ruleis. 

Grey Heron, beneath white j with the quills part black, part 
white j the beak, lores. and feet, blue. 
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Ardell cY.,anopus. Gmel. S!Jst. Nat. 1. 64t.-Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 
685.33. 

Ardea Mexicana cinerea. Briss. Orn. 5.406. 6. 
Le Crabier cendre. Btdf. ~is. 7. 401. 

Cinereous Heron. Lath. Gen. S!JII. 5.71. 33. 

DESCRIBED as under by Latham: " A Uifle 
bigger than the last, (the Gardenian Heron): 
beak two inches and a half long; bIlle, with a 
black tip: bare space between the beak and eye 
blue: the head and all the upper parts are pale 
ash-colour: the wing-coverts mixed with black: 
the under parts of the body are white: quills part 
h.lack, part white: legs Llui::.h. Inhabits America." 

MAI.ACCA IlJ.:RON. 

(Ardea Malaccensig.) 

AR. alba, dorso fusco, colla fusco alboque striato, ro~tro pedi
busque .flavis. • 

White Heron, with the back fuseous; the neek striped with 
brown and white; the beak and feet yellow. 

Ardea Malaccensis. GrneZ. S!Jst. Nat. 1. 643.-Lath.Ind. Orn. 
2 .. 6S!l~47. . 

Crabier blanc et bnm de Malacea. Buff. ~is. 7. 3y4.-Btdf. Pl. 
Enl·911. 

Malacca Heron. Lath. Gen. S!Jn. 5. 78." 44. 

THE Malacca Heron is nineteen inches in length: 
it!§ beak is dusky, with its sides yellowish near the 
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base; between t.he beak and the eye, and the orbits, 
naked, and grey: the head and neck are streaked 
with brown and white: the whole of the feathers 
are long, narrow, and loose: .the back is brown: 
the wings, the under parts ofthe body, and the tail, 
are white; the legs yellow. Inhabits the Malacca 
isles, and other parts of India. 

*' 

MExrCAN HERON. 

(Ardea spadicea.) 

AR. castaneo-purpurca, capite remigihusque spa diccis , t'ertice 
nzgro. • 

Chesnut-purple Heron. with the hcad and quills chesnut j the 
crown black: 

Ardea spadicea. Gme!. Byst. Nat.!. 641.-Lath. Ind. Orn.2. 
699·76. ' 

Ardea l\lexicana purpurascens. BriM. Om. 5. 422. 13. 

Le Crabier pourpre. Buff· Ois. 7. 402. 

Mexican Heron. Lath. Gen. Byn. 5. 96. 67· 

TH IS is a small species, and is perhaps only the 
young of sJ>me other: it is twelve inche~ in length: 
the crown of the head is black, the rest of the 
head is pale chesnut: the prevailing colour of the 
plumage is of a purplish chesnut. the under parts 
being palest: the quills and tail are chesnut. It 
inhabits.,Mexieo. 
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NEW GUINEA HERON. 

(Ardea Novw-Guinele.) 

Aa. corpore toto nigro, iridihusJlavis, rostro pediousque fuscis. 
Heron with the body entirely black; the irides yellow; the 

beak and feet brown. 
Ardel\ Novre Guinere. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 644.-Lath. Ind. 

Om. 2. 685.34. 
Crahier noir de ]a nouvelle Guinea. Buff. ~is. 7. 394.-Buff. 

Pl. Enl. 926. 
New Guinea Heron. Latlt. Gen. Syn. 5.71.34. 

THIs'curious bird is only ten inches in length, 
and the whole of its plumage is black: its beak 
and legs are brown: the irides yellow. It is a 
native of New Guinea: its manners are unknown. 

PHILIPPINE HEltoN. 

(Ardea Philippensis.) 

An. castanea $ubtus albida, dorso striis trom'Versis nigris, tecir;. 
cibus alarum nigricantibus albo lIlal:ginatis. "c';'igihus cauddque 
nigris. 

Chesnut Heron, beneath whitish; with the back transversely 
striped with black; the wing-coverts dusky, eftged with 
white; the quills and tail blnck. 
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Ardea Philippensls. Gmel. s,ysJ. Nut. 1. 644.-Latk. Ind. Om. 
2.686.35. 

Cancrofagus Philippensis. B,iss. Om. 5. 474.38. pl. 37.'[' 2. 
Le petit Crabier. B'!ff. Ois. 7. 395.-Buff. Pl. £nl. 898. 
Philippine Heron. Lath. Gen. Sgn. 5. 72. 35. 

THE Philippine Heron is only elev~n inches in 
length: its beak is gleenish yellow; between this 
and the eye naked, and green: the top of the 
head and all the upp'er parts of the neck are rufous 
brown; the former most inclined to brown: the 
back is crossed with transverse rufous and brown 
lines: the ·wings are black, with rufous white: 
the qui1ls and tail are black: the fore-part of the 
neck dirty rufous white: the belly, the thighs, and 
the vent, are white: the legs are yellow. Inhabits 
the Philippine islands. 

• 

l\llNUTE HERON. 

( Ardea e..ilis.) 

AR. Tttfo-castallcus, collo rlgu, antice abdomirre'lue alba, lunuld 
pectorali remigibus rectricibusque nigris. 

Red-chesnut Heron, with the neck rufous; the fore-part nnd 
abdomen white; a pectoral lunule, the quills and tail-feathers 
black. 

Ardea ex\lis. Gmel. S!lst. Nat. 1. 645.-Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 
683.29· 

Least Bittern. Wills. Amer. Om. 8. 37·.pt.lxv.f. 4. 
Minute Bittern. Lath. Gen. s'vn. 5.66.28. 
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THE Minute Bittern has been thus accurately 
described by Latham: "Size of a Thrush in the 
body: length eleven inches and a half: beak two 
inches long, greenish, with a pale point: irides 
straw-colour: crown of the head dark rufolls 
chesnut: sides of the neck rufous; the feathers 
pretty long:and meeting behind, where it is nearly 
bare: chin and fore-part of the neck white, with a 
series of feathers on each l'lide the white, of a pale 
ferruginous colour, each feather marked with a 
blackish line down the shaft: 011 the lower pal t 
of the neck the feathers are long and It)os(>; some 
of them nearly white, and hang over the breast, 
which is brownish black; this colour passing up
wards on each sidp as a crescent to the back; but 
the feathers on each side have whitish margin::;: 
the back is rufous chesnut, with paJe yeJlo,,,' 
margins: t-he first and third order of wiug-covcrts 
like the back, but plain; the middle ones ler
ruginous, with a uw,ky lipe down each shaft: 
quills black; some of the inner prime ones marked 
with chesnut at the tips; secondaries the same, 
with some few of' them wholly chesnut: belly. 
thighs, and vent, white: tail black .. legs green, 
bare for thr~e quarters of an inch above the 
knee." 

I have seen several specimens of this species 
that were killed in .Jamaica, and some of them 
varied a little from the above. One had the hack, 

* In some of the sp'ecimens shewn to me by a fri~nd, the~c 
parts were varied with dusky down the shafts.-J. F. S. 
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upper wing-coverts, and tail, of a deep blue-~lack, 
and the breast was destitutp. of the brownish black 
hue; in other respects similar to the first. 

B. TIBIlEftre tot(/! plumostZ. 
B. Tzbia: nearly clothed with feathers. 

LITTLE HERON. 

< Ardea miRUta,.,} 

AB. vertice dorso remigibus rectricibusfJue nigro-virescentibus, collo 
tectricibus alarum abdominequefuZ,co-rubris. 

Hero .. with tfle crowD, back, quills, ann tail, grcel1-black; the 
neck, wing-coverts, and abdomen, of a yellowish red. 

Ardea minuta. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 240. W.-Gmrl. Syst. Nat. 
1. 646. 26.-Lath. Ind. Orn. :to 683. 27 • ...:..L«tch. Cat. BriJ. 
111us. p. 33. 

Ardea soloniensis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. L 6#:"i:J; young.-JliP-. 
Ind.Orn.2.881.1g.young. . 

Ardello danubialliJ. GrntZ. S!I"" Nat,·.l. 637. 53. young.-Lafh. 
Ind. Orn. 2.081. 21. y~ung. .' .. 

Botaurus rufus. Briss. Orl!. 5, 458. 29. young. 
Botaurus striatus. Briss. Orn. 5.454.27. young. 
Ardeola. Briss. Om.5. 497. 46. pl. 40. f. 1. 

Le Blongois de Suisse. Buff. Ois. 7. 395.-Buff. Pl. Enl.323. 
Le Butor fJrun raye. Buff. Ois. 7. 424. young. 
Le Butor roux. Buff. Dis. 7. 425. 
Heron blongois. Tcrnm. Man. d' Orni. p. 371. 
Boo-onk, or Long-neck. Edw. pl. 275.-Gent. Mag. xix. pl. ;n 

p.497· 
RufQUS Bittern. Lath. Gen. S!ln. 5. 60. 19. young. 
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Rayed Bittern. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5.61.21. young. 
Little·Bittern. Pelln. Brit. Zool. App. p. 663. pl. S.-Penn, 

Arct. Zool. 2. 359.-Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 65. 27.-Lath. S.yn. 
Sup. p. 235.-Lath. Syn. Sup. II. 301. S.-Lewin. Brit. Birds. 
4. pl. 147.-Wa1e. Sgt!. 2. pl. 128.-Don. Brit. Birds. 3. pl. 
54.-Pult. Cat. DOI·s. p. 14.-Bewick. Brit. Birds. 2. p. 51. 
Mont. Orll. Diet. I.-Mont. Orn. Diet. Sup. 

SIZE about thl:\t of a Thrush: length fifteen 
inches: the top of the head, the occiput, the back, 
-the scapulars, the secondary quil1s, and the tail, of 
a fine black, glossed with greenish: the sides of 
the head, the neck, the wing-coverts, and the 
whole of the under parts of the body, ye110wish 
red: the quills are greyish black: the beak is 
yellow, with the tip brown: the space round the 
eyes and the irides are yellow: the legs are yel
lowish gl~en. The young of the first year have 
the beak brown and the legs green: the top of 
the head is brown: the fore-part of the neck is 
whitish, with several longitudinal spots: the sides 
of the 11ead, the nape, the breast, the back, and 
the wing-coverts, are different shades of red, 
sprinkled with longitudinal brown spots: the quills 
and the tail-feathers are deep brown. After the 
second moult the longitudinal spots begin to dis
appear: the feathers of the shoulder are edged 
with rufous: the quills and the tail-feathers incline 
to black. 

This species inhabits variou!! parts of Europe, 
but nowhere in great plenty, except in Switzer
land, and towards the south: in England it is 
extremely rare, very few instances being on record 
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of its having been killed here: three specimens, 
however, werp shot in Devonshire during the year 
1808, one of which was a female; and in the 
winter of 1805, one was killed at Sunda, one of 
the Orkney islands. 

The eggs are deposited in a kind of nest, con
sisting of a few dried leaves and rushes; they 
are about the size of those of a Blackbird; are 
five or six in number, and white. The' nourish
ment of this bird consists of sO).a11 fishes, frogs and 
their fry, insects, and worms. 

One of the above-mentioned Devon~hirc spe
cimens of this bird is in the Britis~l Museum. 
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BOTAURUS. BITTERN. 

Generic Character. 

Rostrum capite longius vclca
pitis longitudine, validum, 
altiusquamlatum,lateratim 
valdi' <:ompressum; man
dibuU superiore incurva. 

Narcs latcrales in suIeo sitre, 
membran~1 semidal1sre. 

Orbitce nndre. 
Collum brevius, crassum, an

trorsum pennis elongatis 
vestitum, postice lanflgine 
tectum. 

Pedes gmcIles, tctradactyli; 
digiti exteriorcs basi mem
brana connexi; unguis me
diu~ margine interno dila
tatU&, pcl'tinatus. 

BOTAURUS. Briss. 
ARDEA. Linn., Gme!. 

Beak as long, or longer than 
the head, strong, higher 
than broad, greatly com
pressed laterally, the upper 
mandible curved. 

Nostrils lateral, placed in a 
furrow, and partly closed 
by a membrane. 

Orbits naked. 
,Neck short, thick; in front 

clothed with elongated fea
thers, behind covered with 
down. 

Legs slender, four-toed; the 
outer tocs connected by a 
membrane at the base; the 
middle claw with its inner 
edge dilated and pectinated. 

1."rIE Bitterns are distinguished from the Herons 
by the superior thickness of the neck, which in 
these is very amply clothed with downy elongated 
feathers, which the bird h!ls the faculty of elevating 
at pleasure: their plumage is generally either 
spotted or striped: they resemble the Herons in 
their principal habits, residing in marshy situations, 
and feeding upon aquatic animals. 
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(Botaurus stcllaris ) 

Bo. supra fes/accus rnaculis trans!lcrsis, subttt~ pnllitlior maculi, 
oblongis fuscus, loris Iliridibu~. , 

Bittern above testaceous, with transverse spots", beneath paler, 
with oblong' brown spots j the lores greenish. 

TIotaurus. Bri ••. Orn. 5. 44,1.24. pl. 37. f. J. 

Arden. stellaris. Linn. S!flt~ Nat. 1. 23g. 21.-Linn. Paun. 
Suee. 154.-Gmcl. S!j81. Nat. 1. 635.-Raii. -"!In. p. 100. A.l1. 

-Will. 20i. 7)l. 50. 5z.-IAtk. IIJd., Om. 2. 660. 18-
1 ., 

haw. Cat. Brit. lIIu~. p. 33. 
Le Hutor. Bl{ff. ~is. 7.411.21. B,fu: Pl.~nl. 789. 
(~rand TIutor. Ternm. Man. d'Orni. ,#S. 
Bittern. Penn. Brit. "zot>l. ,. J'J't,...,..Will. (Ang.) 282.-Alb. 

Brit •• J3irds. 1. pl. 68.-Hrr.ylfS. Brit. Bitds. pl. 19 -LaOI. 
Gen. s,lJn. 5. 56. li.-wfh. SJJn. Sup.2$4.-Lllth. 5'!1n. Sl1p. 
II. 300. 7.-Lewin. Brit. Birds. 4. pl. 146.~Walc. S!JlI. 2. 
pl. I 27.-Pu1t. Cat. Dors. I'J.-Bew. Brit. Bird.~.·2. 47.
-Mont. Om. Diet. I.-Mont. Om. Diet. Sup.-Bing. Alii7/!. 
BlOg. 2. 296. 

THE Common Bittern is in length about two 
feet six inches: its beak is four inches long, of a 
brown horn-colour above; the lower mandible, 
and base of the upper, gJ'eenish: irides yellow: 
the feathers on the top or the head a.re black; those 
on the occiput, neck, and breast, are long and loose: 
the general colour of the plumage is dull pale 
yellow, elegantly variegated with spots and bars of 
black: the greater coverts and quills arc ferru
gin"us, regularly barred with black: the tail IS 

v. XI. P. II. 39 
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short: the legs are paJe green: the toes and claws 
very long, and slender. The female is somewhat 
less, the plumage not quite so bright, and the 
feathers on the neck shorter. 

Bitterns are found in England, anci. in most 
of the temperate parts of the continent: in the 
colder climates they are migratory, but with us 
tlleY stay the whole year, but change their position 
in the autumn to the more southern patts. They 
arp very cautious birds, residing among the reeds 
and rushes of the most eXitensivE.' marshe!'l, where 
they lead a solitary life.. Tiley continue for whole 
days about the same spot, usually sitting among 
the reeds, with their head erect; by which means 
they see over their tops without being observe£]. 
by the lOportsmall. They are very ferocious, and 
when ,voundell generally make a severe resistance; 
of .ten times turning on their back, like the rapa
cious birds, and fight with both beak and claws: 

• this posture they always assume when surprised by 
a dog. Mr. Markwick once shot a Bittern in frosty 
weather; it fell on the ice, which was just strong 
enough to support the dogs, and they immediately 
rushed forward to attack it; but being only 
wounded, it defended itself so vigorously, that 
the dogs were compelled to leave it till it was fired 
at a. second tilllc, and killed. If attacked by a 
bird of prey, the Bittern, with its sharp beak 
erected, receives the shock on the point, and thus 
compels its enemy to retreat, often with a fatal 
wound: it is from this circumstance oJd Buzzards 
never attempt to attack this bird, and the common 
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Falcons always endeavour to rush upon it behind, 
while it is upon the wing. 

In April the nest is forllled aU10ng rushes, 
and almost close to the water, though out of its 
reach; it consists merely of an assemblage of 
broken reeds, &c.: in this the eggs are deposited; 
they are from three to five in number, and are of 
a dull green: the yuun,!?; are hatched in about 
twentY"five days, and upon their first emerging 
from the ('gg are naked, and appear to be nearly 
all legs and neck: they do not venture abroad till 
they are about three weeks old: during' this time 
they are fed upon snails, small fish, or frogs. At 
this period the male makes a singular noise, which 
is compared to the ;:leep bellowing of a bull, and is 
continued fo; aeout two months: it has another 
curiollS noise, which it utters in an evening, after 
sunset in the autumn, when it soars aloft to an 
&mazing height: it flies but heavily. 

The food of this bird consists of frogs, lizards, 
mice, and other small animals, as well as fish; hut 
with all this its flesh is stated to be far from dis
agreeable, and has a great deal the flavour of that 
of the hare. In the reign of Henry VIII. the 
Bittern was held in great esteem at the tables of 
the great, and even now the poulterers .value thiS 
bird at about half a guinea. 
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FRECKLED lHTTERN. 

(llot:lUTUS lentigi~' 

ISo. subcristatus 'Variegatus. sllprafusc~reus. subtus pallide 
rz!JO-JiIlTpUTfUS, col/r) antler dtllltcflrilo 17IUfLtlis long;tudmahbus 
.~padlceis notate, {::1Il<2 alba, t'er/lce f'luco.' 

Slightly'crested variegated Bittern, .... e of a purple-bmwn; 
beueath pale reddl!:>h purple; the ~art of the neck dull 
yellow, longituumully gpotted with,peSliU'; the throat white; 
the top of the hea(l brown. 

Ardea lentiginosa. MOllt. Orn. DifJ. Slllf.-Lcach. Cat. Brit. 
"'Ius.p.33. 

Le Butor (Ie b 
American Jltt 

.'!Buff. Ois. 7. 430. ) 

tJ.,n. t;. 3$. hv.f. 3.? 

H'~JYln Or Montag-v, which is de. 
~eum, does not appear 

•. ,,~~:an'V of the described &pecies, 
-toung of some of the obscure 

d in this genus. I shall de. 
scribe it ib'Montagu's own words. "The length 
is about twenty-three inches: beak two inches 
and three quarters l~mg, to the feathers on the 
forehead; rather sielider, and both mandibles 
E!qually turned to form the point; the upper part 
of th.e~~rior mand~~y; sides and lower 
mand~,P.eenish yellow: "~d i~ very smnII ; 
the ~\\'is chodWate-brown, Sbaded to a dull 
yeU_at the nape, w~e the feathers are much 
e1~u,a~ed: tlit chin ~ 'Yhite~ ~ith a row 
ofbmwn feathers do'ffn the middle: at the base of 
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the lower mandible commences a black mark, 
that increases on the upper p.art of the neck on 
each side, and is two inches or more in length: 
the cheeks are yellowish, with an obscure dn!>ky 
line at the corner of the eye: the fcathers on the 
neck are long and broad, with their webs partly 
unconnected; those in fi'ont are pale dull yellow, 
with broad chesnut streaks, formed by each feather 
having one web of each colour, margined, how
ever, with dull yellow on the chesnut "ide; some 
feathers have the dark mark in the milldle, espe
cially the lower ones; tlley are all loose, as in the 
common Bittern; those at the bott<:m oftlle neck 
four inches long, and hang pendant below the 
breast: the hind head is bare, anll the feathers 
that fall over that part are pale yellow-brown: the 
feathels on the breast are also long, and of a fine 
chocolate-brown, glossed with purple, and mar
gined with dqll yellow: bel1y and sides the same; 
but not quite so origlft, the brown marks becoming 
speckled: the vent and under tail-coverts yel
lowish white: the back and scapulars are chocolate
brown, with paler margins, minutely speckled, and 
glossed with a tinge of pUi pIe in !>ome particular 
lights: the coverts of th'e wings dull yellow, 
darker in the middle of each feather; the margins 
prettily speckled: the first and second order of 
quills, their greater coverts, and the alulre spurire, 
dusky lead-co Jour, .with a cinereous dash: 'the pri
maries very blightly tipped with brown; the se
condaries and the greater coverts tipped more 
deeply with the same, and prettily speck.l6d on the 
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light part; the tertials ccrrespond with the lower 
order of scapulars, '\fhich have their margins ches
nut, with small dusky lines and spots: the tail is 
&hort, and in colour similar to the tertials: the 
wings when cloged do not reach to the end of the 
tai}: the legs arc three inches and three quartcrs 
in length, from the heel to the knee: the toes long 
and &lender; the middle on0, including the claw, 
(v"hich is three quarters of an inch in length, and 
pectiuatcd on the inner side,) is as long as the 
leg: the claws are not much hooked, but the hind 
oue mo&t so, and by ntr the longest; their colour 
dusky brown: the colour of the legs and bare 
space above the knees, (which last is about an 
inch,) appears to have beeIl greenish." 

This bird was shot by Mr. Cunningham in Dor
setshire, in the autumn of ] 804. It was observed 
by him in the marshy meadows about one mile 
from the river Froome, whilst in pursuit of Phea
sants, and upon its rising ..t'ron1 the' ground it 
uttered a loud noise, like the tap on a drum: its 
Hight was rather rapid. 

This has a great affinity to (if not the same as) 
the American Bittern of Wilson. 
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ZIGZAG BITTEltM. 

(Botaurus undulatus.) 

Bo. rufo-griseus, pileo nigro, corpore supra stl'igis ulldulatil 
subtus allgulatis nigris. 

Red-grey Bittern, with the top of the head black; the body 
with black stri;c; undulated on the upper parts, and angulated 
below. 

Arden unduluta. Grnel. S!Jst. Nat.!. 637.-Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 
6S1.22. 

Le petit Butor de Cayenne. Buff. Dis. ;. 430.-Buff. Pl. Enl. 
763. 

Zigz.ag Bittern. Lutk. Gen. Syn. 5. 61. 22. 

THIS elegant bird is a native of Cayenne: it is 
in length thirteen ~nches: its beak is brown, with 
the lower mandible paler: the naked space round 
the eye bluish: the general colour of tIle pIllmage 
is yellowish, or reddish cinereolls, undulated with 
innumerable narrow bars of dusky brown; those 
on th~ back the most regular, and nearly in straight 
lines: the top ctf the head is black: the fore-part 
of the neck is paler than the hinder, and is not so 
much vari~ated ~ith the undulated stripes: the 
belly and thighs are slightly waved with zigzag 
bands: the legs are yellow. 
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TIGER llITTERN. 

(Botaurus tjgriIlu~.) 

Bo. TlffU$ sllhtu$ albidus mnel/lis niKris difformibus notatis, 'VCTtiee 
.caudaque nigris, rcctriGilms./iHciis Q1mtuor ·albis. 

Rufous Bittern, bplle,lth white, marketl with irregular black 
spots; the crown and tail black; the latter with fOUl white 
fascia:. • 

Ardea tigrina. Gmel. S!J~t. Nat. 1 638.-Latlt. Ind. Orn. 2. 
682.24. 

L'Onore. Buff. Dis. 7. 43J.-B1!lf. Pl. Elil. 790. 
Tiger Bittern. Latlt. Gen. SYII. 5. 63. 24. 

THIS highly interesting species is greatly allied 
to the Brasilian Bittern: it is about two fiet six 
inches in If'l1gth: its beak is g1eenish: the irides 
arc of a yellow tinge: the top ofthe head is black: 
the general colour of the plumage is deep rufous, 
varied with ul}dulated zigzag lines, after the manner 
ofthe skin of the tiger; the throat and sides of the 
neck are paler, spotted irregularly with black: 
the chin is .white: the under partslofthe Lody are 
yellowish white, varied' as the back: the vent is 
white: the tail is black, with four narrow white . . 
stripes: the legs are green. 

This is a most beautiful bird; its manners greatly 
resemble those of the Common Bittern,frequenting 
the same situations, making its nest on the ground, 
and layillg seven or eight whitish eggs, spotted 
with green. It is an inhabitant of several parts of 
SoutH. America, especially Cayenne and'Surinam. 
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LlNEATED nITTERN. 

(Dotaurus lineatus.) 

Bo.}lrlVofusco n!foqur: transversim lineatus subtus altidu.!, capite 
coUoque T1Llisfilsciolts.J.pscis, IJ1Iterius III/cd longitudinali aIM. 

Bittern transversely striped with yellow, brown, and rufous; 
beneath whitish; with the head and neck rufous, stripcd with 
brown; the neck in front with a longitudinal white line. 

Arden. lineata. Grnel. Syst. Nat. 1. 63S.-Latlt. Ind. Om. 2. 
6S2.25. 

L'Onorc raye. Buff. Ois. 7. 432.-BI1f. I'l. Ent. 860. 
Lineateclllittcrn. Lath. Gen. S.!IIl. 5. 64.25. 

THIS species inhabits the same countries as the 
last, than which it is rather larger in bulk, 'but 
measures the same in length: its beak is blue: 
the lores the same, and naked: tIlt:: upper parts. 
of t-he head and neck a,re bright rufous, barred 
with numerous· brown lines; and of the .body 
crossed 'l'ith slender undulated lines ofrufous, pale 
yellow, and brown ~ down the fore-part of the 
neck, commencing at the chin, is a longitudinal 
stripe of white; the upper half of this stripe is 
bounded by dashes of brown, and the lower haff 
is varied with that colour: the .under parts ef the 
body are dirty white: ~he qUlils and. tail are black: 
the legs are yellow. 
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(Botaurus Brasiliensis.) 

Bo. capite farvi, corpore nigricallte flavo puncta to, remigihu6 rec-
tricibus rostra pedihu"'lur:; nigricrmtihf1s. 

Bittern with the head smooth; the body dusky, spotted with 
• yellow; the q~ills, tail-feathers, beak, a~d legs, dusky. 
Ardea Brasiliensis. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1.239. 23.-Gmel. S!Jllt. 

Nat.!. 637.-Briss. Orn. 5. 441. 'l.3.-Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. 
681. 23. 

Soc~. Itaii. SYIl. 100. 14.-Will. (Ang.) 284. 
L'Onore de Bois. Buff. ~is. 7.433. 
Brasilian Bittern. Latlt. Gen. S!Jn. 5.62. 23.-Bro'Wn. llltilt. 

Zool. 88. pl. 34. 

TIns bird, which appears to vary 'a trifle, is in 
length two feet eight inches: its beak is blackish: 
irides yellow: the head and neck are brown, 
varieJ with small black ~pots: the throat and fore
part of the neck white, marked with longitudinal 
black and fuscous spots: th~ quills and tail are 
dusky: the greater wing-coverts are plain dusky: 
t~e rest of the plumage, both above and below, is 
dusky, prettily spotted with yellow. One of these 
is mentioned as having the beak reddish yellow: 
the head and upper parts of the body deep orange
red, finely barred with Wack: the chin whitish 
red: the fore-part of the neck pale red, with 
oblong black spots: the belly white, 'spotted with 
yellow: the thighs barred with dusky: the q1}iUs 
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black, with white tips: the rump and tail-coverts 
varied with white, black, and narrow yellow lines: 
the tail black, varied with a few white .lines, and 
tipped with the same: the legs pale ferruginous. 
This variety most probably belongs to a different 
species, 011 account of the white on the wings and 
tail. 

This species inhabits the borders of the lakes 
and rivers in the warmer parts of An}erica, the 
West Indies and fuazil being the most usual places 
of resort. 

YELLOW BITTEltN. 

(Botaurus flavus.) 

Bo. ~triatus s!l];rafuscus !ubtus albus, capite coltoquf! TI!fescentioul, 
reciriciblls striis transversis albll. 

Striped Bittern, alJove brown, beneath white; wilh the head 
-and neck redd~sh; the tail-feathers transversely striped with 

white .. 
Bot:mrus Brasiliensis. Briss. Orn. 5.460.30. 
Ardell. flava. Grne!. Syst. Nat.!. 638.-Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 

682.26. 
Ardea Brasiliensis rostra serrato. RlJii. Syn. 101. 16. 
Le Butor jaune du Bresil. Buff. Ois. 5. 400. 
Yellow Bittern. Lath. Gen.1!!Jn. 5. 64. 26. 

THE Yellow BitteI'n is·two f~et three inches in 
length: . b~ak four inches and a half long, serrated 
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next the point; brown, with the base green: the 
irides golden yellow: the head and hind part of 
the neck are pale yellow, striped with black: the 
hack is brown, striped with yellow: the quills are 
varied with black and green, and tipped with white: 
the tail is similar) but barred with white: the 
throat is white: the fore-part of th.e neck, the 
breast, and the belly, are white, undulated with 
brown. anp. the last edged with yellow: the legs 
are dark grey. Inhabits Brazil: is much esteemed 
for food. 

SENEGAL BITTEltN. 

(Botauru. Senegalensis.) 

Bo. fUSC!1!fl, aldomine alis caudfique albis, capite coltoque 1ligro 
stria/is, alarum mafia filScid longitudinali pallide rujd. 

Brown Bittern, with the abdomen, wings, and tail, white; t"e 
head and necl{ stripe9, with black; the middle of the wings 
with a pal!' longitudinal rufous fascia. 

Arden SenegaLensis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 645.-Lath. Ind. Orn. 
2.684.30. 

Le petit Butor de Senegal. Buff. Dis. 7. 426. 
Petit Heron roux du Senegal. Buff. Pl. Enl.315. 
Senega\ Bittern. Lath. Gen. Sy"n. 5. 67. 29. 

THIS is in len~th twelve inches: bea~ rufous 
brown, beneath yellow: the upper part of the 
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head, the neck, and the back, are rufous: the 
fore-part of the neck similar, but paler, and each 
feather marked with a streak of black down the 
shaft; the loose feathers, however, at the base of 
the fore-part of the neck, are plain, and darker in 
colour than the rest: the middle ofthe wing, from 
the shoulder, is reddish; the rest of the wing, both 
within and without, is white, some of the quills 
being varied with fllfous: the whole of the under 
parts of the body are white.: the legs are yellow. 
Itci8 a native of Senegal. 

GREEN BITT·ERN. 

(Botaurus virescens.) 

Bo. occipite suocristato, dorso viridi-nitente, pectore ruftscente, 
nctriciolls viridi-au7'eis, loris luteis. 

Bittern with the occiput somewhat crested; the bpck ofa shining 
green; the breast rufescent; the tail-feathers of a golden
green, and the lores yellowish. 

Arden virescens. Liml. S!lst. Nat. 1. 23B. 20.-Gmel. S!lst. Nat. 
1. 635.-Lalll. Ind. Om. 2. 684.31. 

Cancrofagus vb-Wis. Briss. Om. 5. 486.43. pl. 37.f. 1. 

Cancrofagus viridis nrev\ua. Briss. Orn. 5. 490. pl. 38. f. 2. 
Le Crabi!'r verd. Buff. Dis. 7 40~. 
Le Crabier verd techete. Buff. Ois. 7. 405.-B/{jf. Pl. Enl. 

912,. 
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Le Crabier de Cayenne. Bl{ff. PI: Enl. 908. ? 
Small Bittern. Catesb. Carol. 1'1'1. 80. 
(jreen Heron. Lath. Gen. S!Jn. 5. 68. 30,-W:lls. Amer. Om. 

7.97. pl.lxLf. 1. 

LENGTH eighteen inches: the beak is greenish 
brown; the under mandible yellowish at the Lase: 
the irides are yellow: lores naked, and yC'llow: 
the crown of the head of a dusky golden-green, 
glossed with copper: the feathers of the occiput. 
elongated, and forming a crest: neck rusty Lay
colour: the back, tail, and wings, are dusky brown, 
tinged with plumbeous: the lesser wing-coverts 
and primary quills similar in colour to the back, 
and edged with yellowish: the middle and greater 
wing-cov€rts dark glossy green, fringed with fcr~ 
ruginous: the chin and throat are white: the rest 
of the'.[ore-part of the neck stre!ked with white: 
belleath, and following the direction of the under 
jaw, is a ferruginous stripe: the feathers on the 
lower part of the neck are narrow, and fall over 
the breast; those of the back are similar, ~nd 
cover the rump: the legs are greenish. The sup
posed female, or more probably the young bird, 
has the crown dusky; its feathers not elongated, 
and those of the neck pale brown, streaked with 
white: the back and scapulars are brown, the latter 
slightly tip.ped with white: all the wing-coverts 
have a triangular wl1ite spot at the· fip, and the 
last row have their edges or that colour: the 
secondary quills are dusky greel1. edged with 
paler: the greater quills brown, glossed with green, 
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and tipped with white: the under parts of the 
body are pale ash-colour. 

This is a migratory species, being found in 
Carolina during the summer: it feed:; upon fish, 
frogs, and crabs, in search of which it wiq remain 
for hours together on the branch of a tree over
hanging the watet. ,vith its head drawn in between 
the shoulders. lie is abf) found at New York, 
Jamaica, Cayenne, anq other parts of America. 
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NYCTICORAX. NIGHTHERON. 

Generic Character. 

Rostrum haud capite longius, 
validum, basi ahiua quam 

latum,lateratim compres
sum; mandibula supcriore 
paulo incurvum. 

Narcslaterales in sulco sitre. 

Caput pennis longissimis cy
lilldraceis instructum. 

Collum breve, prassum. 
Pedes gracilcs, tetradaetyli, 

digiti exteriores basi mem

brana. connexi; unguis 
medius margine intern a di
latatus, pectinatus. 

Beak scarcely longer dIaD the 
heal, strong, higher than 

broad at the base, laterally 

compres~ed; the upper 
mandible somewhat lU

curved. 
Nostrils lateral, placed in a 

groove. 
H cad adorned with very long 

cylindrical feathers. 
~NccJ..: short and thick. 

Feet slender, four-toed; the 
outer toc.Honnected at the 

hase by a memhrane; the 
middle claw with its inner 

margin dilated and pecti
nated. 

ARDEA. Rrzy., Linn., Gmel., Lath., Temm., Cuv., Vieil. 
BOTAURUS. Briss. 
CANCROFAGUS. Briss. 

IN this genus the neck is more slender than in 
the preceding, but stouter than in the Herons: 
the head is furnished with several straight narrow 
feathers, of a peculiar construction, on its hinder 
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part, and the beak is of a different form to that of 
either the Herons or Bitterns. In manners the, 
Nightherons somewhat resemble those of the above 
birds: they build their nests in tre~_~b_o-M.t 
five eggs. 

BUROPEAN N1G'liTB}inltJWi. 

(Nyctieoru Europel18.) 

Ny. cristatus, capite, occipiie> dor8fJqKe 1.,oS' v-'l.lirescentibus, allila
mine jl4'Oescente-alho. 

Crested Nightberon, with the head, oc('iput, and back, of a 
black-green; the abdomen of II yel1o~ ish white. 

Ardea Nycticorax. Linn. S!lst. Nat. 1. 235. g.-Gmel. S!lst. Nat. 
1. 624.-Razi. /;:;!In. 99. 3.-Briss. Om. 5. 493. 45. pl. 39.
Latll. Ind. 01 n. 2. 078. 13. 

Ardea maculata. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 645. SO. young. 
Ardea Gardeni. Gmel. Syst. Nat. l. 645. SI. youll&!-W.lnf!, 

Orll. 2.685.32. young. 
Arden badia. Gmel. Sy&t. Ndt. r. CU •• '1$, 'fddg.-Lath. Ind. 

Om. 2. 686. 37. young. 
Ardell. grisea. Linn. S!l~t. Nat. l~ t31:J. 21. youug.-Glllel. 8gBt. 

Nat. 1. 625. g. 8. young. 
Botaurus nrevius. Brus. Om. 5. 462.31. young. 
Cancrofagus cnstaneus. Bms. Om. 5. 468. 34. young. 
Le 13ihorcau. Buff. Dis. 7.435. Jl1 12.-Buff. Pl. Eill. 758. 
Buto\' tachetb, ou Pouacre. Buff.Olb. 7. 427. young.-Bu.ff. Pl. 

£nl. 939. young. 
Le t:rabier rou}". Buff. Dis. 7. 390. young. 
BihorCIlU d mantl'aU noire. Temm. Man. d'Orlli. 375. 
Spotted Heron. Lath. Ger.. 8y'll. 5. 70.31. young 

V. Xl. P. n. 40 
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Gardeniall Heron. Pelln. :frct. Zool. 2. 355. youllg.-Latli. 
Gen. Syn. 5. 71. 32. young. 

'Night Heron, or Qua Bird. Wills. Amer. Orn. 7 101. pl. IxL 
f. 1. f. 2. young. 

Chesnut Heron. Lath. Gen. SYll . .5. i3. 37. young. 
Night Heron, or Night Raven. Penn. Arct. Zool. 2. 356.

Will. (Ang.) 2i9.pl. 4f).-Alb. Birds. 2. pl. 67.-Lath. Gen. 
SYll. 5. 52.-Lath. Syn. Sup. 234.-Lew. Brit. Birds. 4. pl. 
145.-Walc. Syn. 2. pl. 126.-Bcw. Brit. Birds. 2. 43.-Mont. 
Orn. Diet. l.-Moflt. Orn. Diet. Sup. 

ACCORDING to the observations of Meijer, several 
of the Lathamian Herons are ascertained to belong 
to the present species, which puts on a very dis
similar appearance at different periods of its lite. 
The full grown bird, in its perfect plumage, is 
about iwenty-two inches in length: the head, the 
occiput, the back, and the scapulars, are black, 
with hues of green and blue: on the nape are 
situated three long, narrow, white feathers, mea
suring about l'even inches in length: the lower 
part of the back, the wings, and the tail, arc fine 
grey: the forehead, the eyebrows, the throat, the 
fore-part of the neck, and the under parts of the 
body, are pure white: the beak is black, with its 
base yellowish: the irides are red: the legs are 
greenish yellow. Both sex~s are similar. The 
young of the first fear are destitute of the three 
narrow feathers on the nape: the top ()f the head,. 
the nape, the back, and the scapulars, are dull 
brown, with bright red longitudinal stripes on the 
shaft of each feather: the throat is white, slightly 
spotted with brown: the feathers of the sides and 
fore-part of the neck are yellowish, deeply edged 
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with brown: the wing-coverts and quills are grey
brown, with large ovate yeHowish white spots a~ 
the tip of each feather: the under parts of the 
body are shaded with brown: the upper edge of 
the beak is brown, the rest is of a yellowish green: 
the irides are bn:5wn: the legs are olive-brown. 
At the age of two years the colours of tfle head 
and the back are tinged with dusky, and the lon
gitudinal spots on the neck become fewer in 
number: the spots at the tips of the wing-coverts 
are smaller: the proper cinereous hue makes its 
appearance on the other parts of the body, and the 
under parts become more white: the heak. is 
dusky hrown: the irides arc red.brown, and the 
legs are tingp(l with green. 

The Nightheron frequents the sea shores, rivers, 
and inland marshes, feeding upon fishes, worms, 
insects, and frogs. It is very abundant in most 
of the south(>rn countries of both continents, but 
towards the northern parts is extremely rare: very 
few specimens have ever been killed in this countl Y, 
the first on record having been shot near London, 
during the month of May 178!2; since that period, 
however, five or six more have been shot, and one 
so lately as lH16, which is now in the British 
Museum; this one occurred in the vicinity of 
London. -

The female builds her ne:;t in trees or on th~ 
g-round; she lays three or four greenish blue eggs. 
During the day this species remains concealed, and 
does not roam about until the dusk of the evening, 
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when it commences its cry. which is very dis
agreeable, anu is compare-d by some to the noise 
'made by a person straining to vomit. 

CAYENNE NIGHTHERON. 

(Nycticorax Cayanensis.) 

NT. corpore ca:ruleo-cinereo, dorso striis nigris, capite nigro, 
pileofasci&que suboculari albis, cri.ta oecipiti3 sexpenni. 

Nightheron with the body of an ashy blue; the back striped 
with black; the top of the heau and stripe beneath the eyes 
white; the occipital crest composed of six: feathers. 

Ardea Cayanensis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 626.-Lath. Ind. Orn. 
2.680. 17-

Le Bihoreau de Cayenne. Bzrlf. ~is. ;. 43g.-Buff. Pl. Eill. 69<). 
Cayenne Night Heron. Lath. Gen. FlYIl. 5. 56. 16. 

THIS biru is found at Cayenne: its length is 
twcnty·one inches: its beak is black: the lores 
pa1e green: the crown of the head is white; and 
a stripe of this colour passes from the nostrils, 
beneath the eyes, towards the occiput: the rest of 
the head is black, ending in a point behind; from 
which part depends a crest composed of six unequal 
feathers, half of which are white, and half black: 
the prevailing hue of the rest of the plumage is a 
bluish ash, the back and wings being darkest, and 
marked with a dusky stripe down the middle of 
the shaft of each feather: the quills are black; 
the naked space above the knee, and the legs, 
which are very long, are yellowish.. 
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CALEDONIA N NIGHTHERON. 

(Nycticorax Caledonicus.) 

N¥.fuscofirrugineus, su6tus superciliisque al6is, 'Oertice nigro, 
cristli occipitis tripcnni alM. 

Rusty brown Nightheron, with the under parts and the eye
brows white) the crown black; the occiput with a white 
crest, composed of three feathers. 

Ardea Calcdonica. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 626.-Lath. Ind. Orn. 
2.679. 15• 

Caledonian Night IIeron. Lath. Ind. Orn. 5. 55. I5.-Lath. S!Jn. 
Sup. II. 299. 5. 

THIS bird is very similar to the common Night
heron when in its full plumage: it is in length 
nearly two feet: its b~ak is black': the space 
between the beak and eye is naked, and green: 
the irides are yellow: the crown of the head is 
black: the eye~rows, and streak on the upper 
parts of the sides of the head, are white: from the 
nape arises three long white feathers: the prevail
ing colour of the plumage is ferruginous, inclining 
to brown; the neck being palest, and having its 
feathers very loose on the fore-part: the breast, 
the belly, and the under parts of the body, are 
'\ihite: the legs are yellow: the claws are dusky, 
It inhabits New Caledoma, 
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JAMAICA NIGHTHERON. 

(Nycticorax Jamaicensis.) 

Ny. ~uhcri8tatus fi~8CUS, colla abdomineqll.J: fuseo alhoque .triatis, 
tectricibus alarum apice macul8. triangulari a1M. 

Slightly crested brown Nightheroll, with the neck and abdomen 
striated with fuscous and white; the tip of the wing-coverts 
with a triangular white spot. 

Ardea Jamaicensis. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 625.-Lath. Ind. Orn. 
2.679. ]4. 

Jamaica Night Heron. Latll. Gen. Syn. 5. 1i4. 14 • 

. 
LATHAM has described this curious bird from a 

"pccimen in his own collection, in the following 
manner: "Length one foot eleven inches: beak 
fonr :inches long, and Jusky: the upper man
dible bends a trifle downwards at the poillt; the 
colour dusky; the ridge of the upper part blackish: 
the irides pale straw-colour: between the eye, and 
round it, bare, and greenish: the head is some
what crested; the crown dark hrown; each feather 

• is streaked down the middle with ferruginous: 
neck the same, but the colours duller and paler: 
chin and throat white: neck-feathers pretty loose: 
the upper part of the back darker than the rest: 
the rest of the back and scapulars yellowish brown; 
wme of the last tipped with white: wing-coverts 
Jike the qack, but the lower order of them much 
paler, giving the appearance of a broad bar: all 
the coverts white dbwn the shaft, which spreads 
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out to the tip, and formS' a longish triangular spot: 
quills the colour of the lesser coverts: the prima
ries and bastard wing tipped with white; the se
condaries plain: breast and belly white, streaked 
with obscure pale brown: vent whitt:: J egs brown." 

This bird is a native of Jamaica: it is very shy, 
and scarce: it frequents woody situations, like the 
rest of the birds in tlus genus. 
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CICONIA. STORK. 

Generic Character. 

Rostrltm longum, rectum, va
lidum, integrum, teretius
culum,acutum; mandibulii 
superiore carinatii, inferiore 
paulo rccurvam. 

Nares longitudinaliter flssre, 
in suleo sitre. 

Orbita: gulaque nudre. 
Pedes grallatorii, tetradactyli, 

digiti anticc basi membrana 
connexi; pollex prima pha
lange in terram insistente: 
unguis medius integerri
mus. 

.Alee mediocres. 

Benk long, straight, stout, en
tire, rOlmded, acute; the 
upper mandible carinated, 
the under slightlyrecurved. 

Nostrils longitudinally cleft, 
and placed in a groove. 

Orbits and throat naked. 
Lcgsformcd for wading, four

toed; the antcrior toes I'on
nectcd at thc basc by a 
membrane; thc hind toe 
with its first joint resting 
on the ground; the middle 
claw entire . 

Wings medial. 

CICONIA. Ray., Briss., Temm., CU'V., Vieil., Leach. 
ARI>EA. Linn., Gmel., Lath. 

THE Storks reside in marshy places, and are 
principally nourished by reptiles, fi'ogs and their 
fry, as well as fish and small mammalia. In most 
countries they are much esteemed by the inha
bitants, as they tend to prevent the increase of 
noxious vermin by destroying great numbers, all 
the species being extremely voracious. They 
migrate in great flocks, and are very easily tamed. 
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WHITE STORK. 

(Ciconia alba.) 

CI. alha, orhitis nudis remigihus scapularihusqtte nigris, rostra 
pedibus cuteque sanguincis. 

White Stork, with the orbits naked, and with the quills and 
scapulars black; the beak, legs, and skill, blood-red. 

Ciconia alba. Briss. Orn. 5. 30S. 2. pl. 3Z.-Raii. BylZ. 97. A. 

Ardea Ciconia. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 235. 7.-Linn. Faun. Suee. 
162.-Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 622. 7.-Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 676. g. 

Cicogne blanche. Bujf: Gis. 7. 253. pl. 12.-Bt!lf. Pt. Enl. 866. 
-Temm. Man. d'Omi. 358. 

White Stork. Penn. Aret. Zool. 2. 455. c.-Will. Ang. 286. pl. 
52.-Alh. Birds. 2. pl. 64.-Lath. Gen. SYIZ. 5. 47.-Latll. 
Syn. Sup. 234.-Lew. Brit. Birds. 4. pl. 14-!.-TValc. Sytl. 2. 
pl. 1 25.-Bew. Brit. Birds. 2. 31.-1I10nt. Orn. Diet. 2.
Mont. Om. Diet. Sup.-Bing. Anim. Blog. 2.288. 

THIS well known bird has the head, the neck, 
and the whole of the body, of a putP, wllite: the 
scapulars and wings black: the beak and legs 1 td ~ 
the naked space round $e eyes 'black: the irides 
brown: it is in length abo~ three feet five or six 
inches. The yoting have the black on the wings 
tinged with brown, and the beak of a dusky red. 

The Stork inhabits various parts of the tem
perate regions of the 01,<1 contin.ent. 1t rarely 
visits England, thougldlJ~arioui'~nrts £I(FraQ.Ce 
and in Holland, it b[~'every :where on the 
house tops, the inhabitants providing boxes for 
the p~rpose, and are careful that the birds receive 
no injury; the consequence of this is that the 
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Stork walks fearlessly along the streets of those 
parts, and is greatly valued by the inhabitants, as 
it clear~ the country of frogs, snakes, and other 
reptiles. The disposition of this bird is mild and 
placid, peing very easily tamed; it may be trained 
to reside in gardens, which it will effectually clear 
of insects and other vermin. 

The female makes a large nest composed of 
sticks, and lays from two to four eggs, which are 
of a dirty yellowish white, the size of those of a 
Goose, but rather longer. The young are hatched 
in a month, and at first are brown: both sexes 
are said to watch them by turns, till they arc able 
to take care ofthemselves : from this circumstance, 
and their great familiarity, many ridiculous fables 
have been invented, which it woultl be needless to 
repeat. 

Storks are birds of passage, and observe great 
exactness in the time of their autumnal departure 
from Europe' to more congenial climates. They 
pass a second summer in Egypt and the marshes 
of Barbar:;,. In the former country they are said 
to pair and lay again, and educate a second brood. 
Before each of these migrations they congregate 
in amazing numbers; they are for awhile much in 
motion among themselves, and after making several 
short excursions, as if to try their wings, all of a 
sudden take flight, with great silence, and with 
such speed as in a moment to he out of sight. 
During these' migrations they are seen in vast 
flocks. Dr. Shaw saw three flights of them leaving 
Egypt, and passing over Mount Carmel, each half 
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a mile in breadth; and he says they were three 
hours ill passing over. 

The Stork sleeps upon one leg, and previous to 
its migrations makes a singular snapping noise with 
its beak; in doing this it is said to turn its head 
backwards, with the upper part of the beak placed 
on the rump, and the under set into the quickest 
motion, made to act on the other. The flesh of 
this bird is very rank, and is not fit for food. 

AMERICAN STORK. 

(Ciconia Maguari.)· 

CI. alha, orhztis nuJis cocrineis, remigibus et tectricihus caudee su. 
perioribus mgro-virescentihus. 

White Stork, with the orbits naked, and crimson; tht: Q'lills and 
upper tail-coverts dusky green. 

Ciconia Americana. Briss. Or~. 5. 369.3. 
Ardt'a Maguari. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 623.-Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 

677. JO. 

Maguari. Ray. Syn. 97. 3.-B'1if. ~is. 7- 275. 
Cicogne Maguarl. Temm. ~1fan. d' Orni. 360. 
American Stork. Lat": Gen. Syn. 5.50. 10. 

SIZE of the common Stork: length about three 
feet four inches: the head, the neck, -the back, 
the tail, and the whole of the under parts of the 
body, ~re of a pure white: the feathers at the base 
of the neck are long and pendant: the wings and 
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upper tail·coverts arc dusky, glossed \\ith green: 
a large naked space on the upper p:ut of the 
throat, which is capable of dilatation, IS of a fine 
vermillion hue, as is also the skin which surrounds 
the eyes: the beak is of a greenish yellow at the 
base, and grey-blue at the tip: the feet are red, 
the claws are brown, and the irides are white. 

This bird inhabits various parts of America, 
though several have been killed in France, but 
these were accidental visitors. It is !laid to Le 
good food, and to snap with the beak like the 
common species. 

BLACK STOItlL 

(Ciconia nigra.) 

CI. nigra, orbit is nudis coccineis, pectore abdomineque alba. 
Black Stork, with the orbits nakEid, and crimson; thc breast and 

abdomen white. 
Ciconia nigra. Raii. Syn. 97. 2.-Leach. Cat. Brit. Mus. p. 33. 
Ciconia fusca. Briss. Orn. 5. 362. 1. pl. 31. 
Ardea nigra. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 235. S.-Linn. Faun. Suce. 

163.-Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 623.-Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 677.11. 
Clcogne noire. Buff. ~is. 7. 271.-Buff. Pl. Enl. 399.-Temm. 

Man. d·Orni. 35g. 

Black Stork. Penn. Arct. Zoot. 2. 456. D.-Will. (Ang.) 286. 
pl. 52.-41b. Birds •. 3. pl. 82.-Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 50.11.
Mont. Linn. Trans. xii. Ig. 

THIS bird is in length about three feet: its 
head, neck, the whole of the upper parts of the 
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body, thE! wings, and the tail, are dusky, with hues 
of purple and greenish: the under parts of the 
breast and the belly are pure white: the beak, the 
naked skin about the eyes, and throat, are deep 
I'ed-crimson: the irides are brown: the legs are 
deep red. The young have the beak, the naked 
skin round the eyes, that on the throat, as also the 
legs, of an olive-green: the head and neck are 
rufous brown, edgerl with whiCish: the body, th~ 
wings, and the tail, are dusky brown, slightly tinged 
with bluish and green. 

This species illhabits many parts of Europe, but 
is not so common as the whi1;e: it is most abundant 
in Poland, Lithuania, Plllssia, Switzerland, and 
Turkey; rarer in Germany and France, and never 
found in Holland: one specimen has been cap
tured in England; this was taken on a moor in 
Somersetshire, on the 13th of May, 1814, and is 
now in the British Museum. Several particulars 
of this individual are given Ly Montagu in the 
twelfth volume oftheLinncan Transactions. Upon 
its first capture it made but little resistance, and 
on the following day ate some eels that had been 
placed near it: it frequently rested upon one leg, 
and if alarmed, particularly by the approach of a 
dog, it made a snapping noise with the beak like 
the 'Vhite St'Jrk. It soon became docile, and 
would follow its feeder for a favourite morsel, an 
eel. When hungry it used to rest its whole leg 
upon the ground, and forcibly blow the air from 
its lungs. It fi'equently waded up to its belly into 
a pond in search offood, in the choice of which it 
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did not seem very particular, as it woufd eat any 
kind of offal presented to it. 

Latham asserts that this is a solitary bird, fre
quenting the most sequestered places to breed: it 
builds on trees, laying two or three eggs, of a dull 
white, shaded with green, slightly marked with 
brown spots. Its fle~h is unfit for food, being as 
bad as that of the White Stork. 

GIGANTIC STORK. 

(Ciconia Argala.) 

Cl. cineT~a, capite colloqlle nudis, alido7lline llUmerisque cnnrlidis. 
Cinereous Stork, with the head and neck naked j the abdomen 

and shoulders white. 
Ardea dubia. Gmel. S!J~t. Nat. 1. 624. 
Ardea Argnla. Latlt. Ind. Om. 2. 076. S. 
Gigantic Crane. Lath. Ind. Om. 4. 4!i.-Lalh. S!JI1. Sup. 232. 

pl. 115.-Bing. Artim. fliog. 2. 293. 

THIS gigantic individual is thus described by 
that able ornithologist, Latham ~ " Size from five 
to seven feet in length, and when standing erect 
it is five feet high. The beak is of a vast size, 
sharp pointed, compressed on the sides, of a yel
lowish white colour, and opens very far into the 
head: the nostrils a slit placed high up, near the 
base: the whole head and neck are naked; the 
front is yellow; the fore-part of the neck the 
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!lame, but more dull; the hind part of the head 
and neck red, with here and there a warty ex.
crescence, mixed with a few straggling hairs, 
curled at the ends: the craw hangs down on the 
fore-part of the neck, like a pouch, and twines 
round the back part; the lower part of it furnished 
with hairs like the rest of the neck, but at the 
bottom are in greater number, and of a triangular 
form: the upper parts of the back and shoulders 
are surrounded with white downy feathers: the 
back itselfand wing-coverts deep bluis~ ash-colour: 
second quills dusky brown: prime quills and tail 
deep blackish lead. colour ; the last scarcely exceeds 
the quills in length; the feathers of it are ten 
inches long, and twelve in number: the feathers 
of the sides beneath the wings, and those of the 
vent and under tail-co, crts, are long and downy, 
some of them measuring near a foot, and of a 
dusky white colour, as are aU the undel\ parts of 
the body: the legs are long, and blflck, naked far 
above the knees, and very scaly: the toe~ are 
webbed at the base: the claws blunt." 

This bird is a native of Africa and Asia: it 
arrives at Bengal at the commencement of the 
rainy season. It is a most voracious animal, eating 
as much as would :;,erve four men at a meal, and 
is very useful in clearing the country of reptiles 
and snakes, upon which it feeds. A long account 
of B. tame bird of this specie" is given by Latham, 
from Smeathman. It regularly attended the hall 
at dinner-time, Jlhcing itself behind its master's 
chair, frequently before any of the guests entered. 
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The servants were obliged to watch it carefully, 
and to defend the provisions by beating it off with 
sticks; yet, notwithstanding every pre~aution, it 
would frequently snatch off something from thp 
table. It Olle day purloined a whole boiled fowl, 
which it swallowt>d in an instant. It used to fly 
about the island, and roost very high amongst 
the silk cotton-trees; from this station, at the 
distance of two or three Pliles, it could see when 
the dinner was carried across the court; when 
.dai"ting down, it would arrive early enough to enter 
with some of those who carried in the dishes. 

·When sitting, it wa!', observed always to rest 
itself on the whole length of the hind part of the 
leg. It sometimes stood in the room for half ::.n 
hour after dinner, turning its head alternately, a., 
if listening to the conversation. 

Its courage was not equal to its voracity, for a 
child of ~ight or ten years old was able to put it to 
flight, though it would seem at first to stand on 
the defcnsi\'c, by threatening with its enormOllS 
beak, widely extended, and crying out with a loud 
hoarse voice. It preyed on small quadrupedt', 
birds, and reptiles; and though it would destroy 
poultry, it never dared openly to attack a hen with 
her young ones. It had been known to swallow a 
cat whole, and a bone of a shin of beef being 
broken, served it but for two morsels. 
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MYCTERIA. JABI'RU 

Generic CII(lracter. 

Rostrum comco-Iongum, 11£
vigatum, validum,acututn, 
utrinque compressum; 
mandibuJa superiore tri;
quetra recta, ;nferiore eras.: 
sior reeurvata. 

Nares lineares. 
Caput coUumque plus ml

nusve dcnloldatIs. 
'Pedes tetradactyli, digiti, an

tici basi membranil con .. 
Jlcxi: pollex humi incum
bens. Z 

Beakconicekmgated,smooth, 
strong, acute, compressed 
on Aacff side; the up
per marlibl: triangular, 
straight; ttre lower stouter, 
and recu'rved. 

Nostrils linear. 
Head ,nd neck more or lesa 

naked. 
Legs four-we'd; the anterior 

toeS cOnnected by a mem
brane at the base; the 
hinder one restin~ upon 
the ground. 

MYCTERIA. Linn., Gmtl., Lath., Vicil., Cut>. 
CICONIA. Briss. 

V ER ~ little is known.ft(.~ manners of the 
Jabirus, which are n~v~ ,<I, tIle tropical aQd 
southern climates;. they ar"FostIy of a gigantic 
size, are very voracious, an.~ npofl fish, frqgs! 
aQd other smaller animals: tn'y re8i~ in mars'1 
and boggy places. 

V. XI. P. II. '41 



GIGANTIC STORK. 

The servants were ohliged to watch it carefully, 
and to defend the provisions by beating it off with 
sticks; yet, notwithstanding every precaution, it 
would frequently snatch off something from the 
table. It one day purloined a w hole boiled fowl, 
which it swallowed in an instant. It used to fly 
about the island, and roost very high amongst 
the silk cotton-trees; from this station, at the 
distance of two or three ~iles, it could see when 
the dinner was carried across the court; when 
(iatting down, it would arrive early enough to enter 
with some of those who carried in the dishes. 

''"hen sitting, it was observed always to rest 
itself on the whole length of the hind part of the 
leg. It sometimes stood in the room for half .'tn 
hour after dinner, turning its head alternately, us 
if listening to the conversation. 

Its courage was not equal to its voracity, for a 
child of ~ight or ten years old was able to put it to 
flight, though it would seem at first to stand on 
the defensive, by threatening with its enormous 
beak, widely extended, and crying out with a loud 
llOarse voice. It preyed on small quadrupeds, 
birds, and reptiles; and though it would destroy 
poultry, it never dared openly to attack a hen with 
her young ones. It had been known to swallow a. 
cat whole, and a bone of a shin of bf'ef being 
broken, served it but for two morsels. 
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MYCTERIA. JABI·RU. 

Generic CII(lracter. 

Rostrum conico-Iongum, lre
vigatum, validum,acutuin, 
utrinque compressum ; 
mandibu,la supcriore tri;
quetrarccta, lnferiore eras.: 
sior recurvata. 

Narcs lineares. 
Caput wllumque plus ml

nusve dClll.1datls. 
"Pedes tctradactyli, digiti, au

tici basi membrana con .. 
JlCXl: pollex humi jncum-, 
ben.,. 

Beakconicelongated,smooth" 
sttong, acute, compressed 
on fteadr side; the up
P('l' m~l; triangular, 
straight;,tbe lower stouter, 
and recurved. 

Nostri18 liQear. 

Head l~d neck: more or less 
naked. 

Lells four-toed; the anterior 
toes cOnnected by a mem
brane at the base t the 
hinder one resting upon 
the ground. 

MYCTERIA. Linn., Gmel, Latk., Vieil., CU'V. 
CICONIA. Briss. 

V ER"'X" little is known t{.~ manners of the 
Jabirus, which are n.v~)I<I tlie tropical aiju 
southern climates ~ they art'4:tnostly of a gigantic 
size, are very voracious, an1i)ity upol1 fish, fr~j 
aqd other swaller animals: t~y resile in mars.! 
and bosgy places. 

V. XI. P. II. '41 
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AMERICAN IABTRU. 

(Mycteriu Americana.) 

My. alba, 1'l'migibus rech'icibusque nigro-purpurascentibus. 
White Jabiru, with the quills and tail-feathers of a pllI'ple-black. 
Mycteria Americana. Linn. Syst. Nat. I. 232. I.-Gmel. Sysi. 

Nat. J. 616.-Latlt.lnd. Om. 2. 670. 1. 

Ciconia Brasiliensis. pris8. Orn. 5. 371. 4. 
Jabiru-guas::U'. lW.ii. Syn. 96.5.-Buff. Ois. 7. 282. ~ J-3.-

Btdf. Pl. Enl. 817. . 
American .Tabiru. Lath. Gen. S!Jn. 5. 22. pl. 75. 

THIS bird i;S $~)Ut the size of the common 'Stork : 
its beak is black:. the whole plumage is white, 
except the head and about two-thirds of the nec1.,,, 
which are destitute of fe~thers, ~nd are of a dusky 
hue;. Mle lower part of the neck is also naked., 
and is of a fine red: on the hind head are a f~ 
greyish feathers: the wings 'and tail· ire of a deep 
purplish tint: t~e legs are strong, and. covered 
with· black scales. The young are said to be grey 
the first .year, rose-colour the second, and pure 
white the third. 

Inhabits the sava~ahs .of Cayenne, Guiana, and 
other parts of South .Nmet'ica. It constructs its 
n~t in great trees, a'ftd 'lays two eggs. The young, 
as 'welr as the old b\uis, are very voracious, and 
eommme a great 1t1antity of fish: they are very 
wild: the young buds are frelluently eaten, but 
the old are very unpleasant food, being tough and 
oily. 



· NEW HOLLAND JABIRU. 

(Mycteria Australis.) 

My. alha, capite coZloque viridi-nigris j tectricihu$ ~nnis sCflflUla~ 
rzhus caudaqlle nigris. rostra nigro, pedzhus rubris. 

White Jabirn, 'with the head and neck of a green-black; the 
wing-coverts, scapulars, and tait, bJat:k j the beak black, and 
feet red. 

Mycteria Australis. Linn. Trans. 5. 34. 2.-IAth. Ind. Orn. 
Sup. lxiv. 1. 

New Holland Jabiru. Lath. Gen. Syn. S.p. 11. '294. pl. 13S, 

C( THIS species measures from the tip of the beak 
to the end of the claws full six feet: the beak is 
a foot long: neck fifteen inches: thighs ten inches: 
legs almost the }pngth of the beak; the upper 
mandible qf which is nearly:,tmight, or but just 
!i;ensibly curved upwards; the under rathel mnre 
so; .the colour of both black: the chin is for a 
little way bare offeathers, and ofa reddish colour:. 
irides yellow: the head is pretty full of feathers, 
and with about half the neck is blacks ·with a; 

tinge of green in SOIU~ lights, in Q~hers of purplish ~ 
the middle of the wing-coverts, and s~condary 
quilla, as well as the middle of the bacJ<, are 
greenish black, and the tail also is of the same 
colour': the l'est of the plumag~ white: th.e 'Whole 
of the legs and bare parts above the knee are of a 
fine red ~ the toes furnished at the end with pale-
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coloured claws, shaped not unlike those of the 
human species. Inhabits New Holland." 

The above is Latham's description of this species, 
to which he subjoined the following: "Among 
the drawing~ of Mr. Lambert is a rep[csentatioll 
of one, apparently the same, in which the skin 
beneath the lower mandible and throat is of a 
fiuf crimson, and said to be capable of great dis
tention: head and half the neck brownish black, 
with a variable green and copper gloss: between 

> • 
the beak arid eye grey: the general colour of 
th~ plumage of the lower part of the neck, the 
body, and wingq, is white, except on the shoulrlers, 
which appear blackish, with the same bronzed 
hue as the hew and half the neck: the tail is . 
black. " 

These birds are occasionally seen on the muddy 
banks of the harbour of Port Jackson, searchiug 
for fish, when the tide is. out. . 

SENEGAL JADlRU. 

(Mycteria Senegalensis.) 

My. alba, rostro apicem 'Otfrus rubro, basin venus aibido fasci8. 
nigrd, macula utrinque ftnestratd. 

White Jablru, with the- beak towards the tip red, towards the 
base whitish i with a black fascia, and a traneplirent !pot on 
each side. 



SENEGAL JABIRU. 

Mycteria Senegalensis. Shaw. Linn. Trans. 5. 32. pi, 3. (head.) 
Lath. Illd. Om. Sup.lxiv. 2. 

Senegal Jabiru. ' Lath. S!ln. Slip. II. 296.3. 

, 
DR. SHAW has given a very ample description 

of this bird in the Linnean Transactions. It<; 
~ength, from the beak to the end of the claws, is 
six feet two inches: beak thirteen inches: neck 
fifteen inches: budy one foot: the naked part of 
the thighs eleven inches; thj! feathered part four 
inches: knee joint an inch: leg thirteen inches 
and a half: the middle toe is five inche:; and a 
half; the two outer ones four inches and a half~ 
all slightly connected at the base: the upper man
dible is very pale for three inches from' the gape; 
the under the same for about one inch and a' 
half, then begins ~ bar of black for about three . . 
inches; from thence to the tip the colour is red-
dish', inc;easing in depth to the end, where it is of 
a deep vermillion: on each side of thp base of 
the upper mandible'is a large semi-oval and semi. 
transparent spaGe, which at its back part"is con
tinued upwards, in a cio ved direction, across the 
fore-part of the eye: aver the nostrils a bare 
flattened part, somewhat in the manner of the 
Coot:' booeath the base of the beak, just ~t the 
beginning of the fi!athered part, are two very 
small pear-shaped pendant wattles, adhering by 
'"cry small n<.'cks: t4e head and neck arc black,: 
scapulars black, with pale bases, and fifteen inches 
in leng~h; the remaindcc of the bird white: the 
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legs are very long, and the thighs, to a distance 
nearly equal to that of the leg itself, c;uite bare: 
the whole leg and thigh black, except that round 
the knee, as well as round each joint of the to~s, 
is a pale band or zone: the whole length of 
the leg and thigh is covered with hexag0nallongi
tudinal scales. Said to be a native of Senegal. 
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ANASTOMUS. ANASTOMUS. 

Generic Character. 

Rostrum utrinque C'OlJJpres.. I Beale compressed on both 
sum, versus medium hiAns, sides, gaping towards the 
acutum; mandibula supe- middle, acute; the upper 
riore marginibus aut dcn- mandible with its margins 
ticulatis aut versus apicem dcnticulated,oremarginate 
emarginatis; inferiore in- towards the tip; the 'under 
tegra. entire. 

Nares lineares. Nostrils linear. 
Pedes tetradactyli, fissi,digiti Legs four-toed, cleft; the 

exteriores basi membrana outer toes connected by a 
connex:i; .uftguis medius membrane at the base; the 
dilatatus, integerrimus. middle claw dilated, and 

entire. 

ANA5TOMUS. Illig., Vieil. 
HIA 1<S. Lacepede, CU'/). 
AIIDEA. Gmel., Lath. 

LIKE the rest Df the Grallre, the birds of this 
genus r.eside in mar'lhy places, feeding upon small 
fishes, snails, worms, inscds, and such like: they 
are both natives of India, but of their method of 
incupation nothing is known. 
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A. ROSTRUM emarginatum; FACIES plumosa. 
A. Beak emarginate; face clothed with feathers. 

PONDICfIERRY ANASTOMUS. 

(Anastomus Pondicerianus.) 

AN. cinereo-gri3eU3, remigibus nigris, rostro lateribus glabro apia 
mucronato. 

Cinereous grey Anastomus, with the quil)s black; the sides of 
the beak smooth; the apex poim.ed. • 

Ardea,Pondieeriana. Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. a.a.-Lath. Iud. Om. 
2·702·90. 

Le Bec.o~vert. Bujf. Ois. 7. 4og.-Buif. J?l. Enl.932. 
Pomlicherry Heron. 'Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. Hh.77. 

NOTHING is known of the manners of this sin
gular bird, which measures fourteen "inches and a 
halfin length: the beak is rather long. very thick, 
and stout at the base for about one fourth of its 
length; it then becomes slender, and finishes in a 
point: the under mandible is less stout, and gra
dually lessens to the end, but is curved inward the 
whole length; so that the mandibles only touch at 
the bases and tips, standing hollow from each' other 
in the middle; the colour of beth is yellow, but 
·towards the head dusky: the space between ~e 
beak and eye, and orbits, are well clothed with 
feathers: the prevailing colour of the plumage is 
a dirty cinereous grey, but the quills are blp.ck, 
and rejlch considerably-beyond the end of the tail: 
the lege; are yellowish, 'and tessellated their whole 
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length, as is also the na'keci part of Hle thigh: the 
claws are smll.ll, and black; the middle one entire. 
This species inhabits Pondicherry and other parts 
~f the East Indies. 

B. ROSTRUM serraturn; FACIES glahra. 
B. Beak serrated; face naked. 

COROillANDEL ANASTOl\1USA 

(Anastowus CoromandelianuB.) 

AN. albus, facie dorso supremo rernigibu.v caudAque nigris, rostro 
lateribus serrato upice dentato. 

'Vhite Anastomus, with the face, the upper part of the back, the 
quills, and the tail, black; ;the sides of the beak serrated, the 
tip dentated. 

Ardea Coromandeliana. Grnel. Syst. Nat. J. f5.4fj.-Lath. Ind. 
Om. 2. 702.91. . 

Le Bec-ouvert des lndes. Sonner. VOJl. Ind. 2. pl. in p. 219. 
Coromandel Heron. Lath. Gen. Syn. 5. 102. 78.-Lath. Syn. 

Sup. 237. 

THIS bird is equally curious with the last in 
the peculiar formation of its beak: in this species 
that part is serrated from the middle to the end 
of the edge of the upJP'r mandible, and at its 
tip is very brond, resembling a pai~ of pincers; the. 
whole of the beak is rufous yellow: the head, the 
rump, the belly, and the wing-co\'erts, are white: 
the feathers of the head are short, narrow, and 
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erect: the back, the quills, and the tail, arc black: 
from the base of the beak to the eye naked, and 
black: round the throat the same: the wings are 
rather short, reaching only to the middle of the 

. I 
tail: the irides are red: the legs are rufous yellow. 

This species is frequent on the Ganges and 
other Indian rivers, and is common on the Coro. 
mandel coast during the months of September, 
October, and November: it feeds upon fish and 
reptiles. 

The preceding species is supposed by Cuvier to 
he the young of this, Lut I know not on what 
grounds he forms his conjecture. 



635 

SCOPUS. UMBRE. 

Generic Character. 

Ro,~trum crass.um, utrinqlle 
valdc compressum, su
pra subtusque carinatum; 
mandibula superiore late
ratim sulcata, apiec in
curva ; inferiore versus 
apiccm angustior, paulo 
truncata. 

Narcslincares,obliqure. 
Pcdes tetradactyli, fissi; di. 

giti anteriores basi mem
b~ana connexi. 

SCQI'US, AuctortJ.rn. 

Beak thick, greatly compress
ed on each side, carinated 
both abovq and below; the 
upper mandible laterally 
grooved, the tip bcntdown 
the under slender towards 
the tip, and slightly trun
cated. 

Nostrils linear, oblique. 
Lega four-toed, cleft; the 

outer toes connected at the 
k'lC by a membrane. 

THERE is but one species belonging to this. 
genus, which is readily discriminated by its pecu
liarly formed beak: this part is compressed on the 
sides: along each side of the upper mandible is a 
groove, running longitudinally, at a short distance 
from the riJge, beginning at the base, and finish
ing about half an inch before it arrives at the 
point, which is s]ightly bent downwards: at its 
base the nostrils ar.e pla~ed, which are a mere slit 
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forming an angle with the groove, and about half 
an inch in length: the under mandible is less 
deep ,at the base tha'ittne .Qppec; grows smaller 
towards the« end, where it'is slightly truncated" 
and when closed shuts in beneath 'the upper .()Ite. 

The toes have a membrane at t1~eir base. ' 

So. cristat" •• ~e t.~. caudd fasciis apiceque satura
tioribus. 

Cres~~"'I'fidl tbelWfsble body fuscous; the tail with its 
tip a~ I(MDe hande detker. . 

S(Iop1I8 'u.ohretta. Gmsl. S!pt. Nat. 1. 61S.-Briss. Orn. 5 . 
.sos. 1.-I,.atII.Ind. OrR. ~. {)72. 1. 

Ombrette. Bt,.ff. Oil. 7. 440.-B'!.!f. Pl. Enl. 796. 
Tufted Umbre. Brown. IUlUt. Zool. gO. pl. j5.-Latk. Gen. 

Syn. 5. 30. pl. 77. 

THE Tufted. Umbre is tbe size of a Crow: in 
length twenty inche~: the beak is three inches 
and a half long. ad !f)rown: from the hind head 
arises a dense dest of loose feathers, four inches 
in length; this, as well as the whole body, is of 
an uniform umber-colour, the under parts being 
palest, and the shafts of the neck feathers rather 
lighter in "Shade: the wings and tail are even; 
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the latter is banded with three or four bars of 
deeper brown, and tipped for about an inch with 
the same: the' legs are long, and the' thighs naked 
for two-thirds of their length; both are_ dusky: 
tbe claws are small, and bent. The female? 
has not the least vestige of a crest; in other re
spects she resembles the male. Native of Southern 
Africa. 



CANCROMA. BOA TBILL. 

Generic Character. 

Rostrum Iongum; Iatum, de
pressum, ovatum, suJca
tum, supra carinatum; 
mandibula superiore cym
hre resupinatre forma,apice 
adunca; infl'riore recta, 
plana, in medio membra
nosa, apiee subitC) aeuta., 

IVarcs parvre, ovatre, in suleo 
sitru. 

Pedes tetradactyli, fiS5i; di
giti antici basi membrana 
eoaliti. 

Beak long, broad, depressed, 
ovate, sulcated, carinated 
above; the upper man
dible like a re-versed boat, 
its' tip bent down; the 
unrler straight, smooth, 
membranaceous in the mid
dle, the tip abruptly acute. 

:Nostrils small, ovate, placed 
1ll a groove. 

Legs four-toed, cleft; the an·
terior toes with their base 
connected by a membrane. 

CANCROMA. Linn., Gmel., Lath., CU'V., ricil. 
COCH LEARIUS. Briss. 

l.'HE beak of the Boatbill is of a curious form, as 
its name seems to imply: it is by some likened to 
a boat with its keel upwards, and by other& to the 
bowls of two spoons placed with the hollow parts 
together: the upper mandible has a prominent 
ridge at the top, and on each 'side of this a long 
channel, at the bottom of which the nostrils are 
placed; these are oval, and situated obliquely. 
Only one species is k.nown. 
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(Cancro_ ~ia..) 

CA. cristata cilJerascens, 'Ventre T1ifo$ /Derttu lrm;,llq'\e ceroid, 
nigris. 

Crested cinereous RoutbiU, with the bell, rufous; :~e crown 
and lunule on the base of d,e neek ' 

Cuneroma eoehlearia. Linn. Syst. 1 • .J...Gmel. Syst. 
Nat. 1. 6-1;.-Lath. Ind.Orn, 

Cancroma eancrofaga. 1.233.2. tlemale ,-
Gmel. Syst. Nat. 1. 618. ? 

Cochlearius. Briss. Orn . .5 • .s0l1. I' 
Cochlearius fuseus .• Brisi. O.,.n. 5.,. .. female r 
Cochlearius nrevius. Bn;s. Om. 17,,"108. var. 
Gullinula aquatica; Tamatia. .RtIit SYYl. 116. 12. 
Le Sar,lCOu. Brdf. Oia. 7. 443. pl. 'l3.-Buff. Pl. Enl. 38". 
Le Cuilliere brune. Brtff. Dis. 'j. 443. female ?-Buff. Pl. En!. 

869. female? • 
Brown Boatbill. Lath. Gen. Syn, 1;. 28 female? 
Spotted Boatbln. Latlt. Gelt, Syn. [j, 27. var. 
Boat-Bill. B,own. lllust. Zool. 92. pl. 36.-Lath. Gen. SJITI. ,,, 

26. pl. 76. 

SIZE of a Fowl: leJlgth twenty-twQ.,)nehes: 
the beak is four inches long, ana ~ dusky,. 
though in some individuals it is .rc \MWn: the 
skin between the nnder jaw cap4h1e of Winf dis. 
tended: from the occiput at .. : a ltm~ ~k , 
crest, the feadters. c(which it la "c~a' being 
narrow, and ending in a ptflt;- the middle ones 
are six inches in length; the others lessen by 
degrees to one inch, which is the length of the 
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outer ones: between the beak and eye "the skin is 
naked, and dusky: the forehead is white: across 
the lower part of the neck behind is a transverse 
band of dusky black, passing :f'orwards on each siq~' 
towards the breast, and ending in a point a little 
above the bend of'the wi'ngs: the rest of the neck, 
with the' breast, anp. upper part of the abdomen" 
are bluish white: the rest of the abdomen and the 
thighs are rufous: the feathers at the base of the 
neck are loose, as in the Herons: the thighs are 
four inches in length', and the leg three and a half; 
the latter, and the naked space on the lower part 
of the former, are yellowish brown: the claws are 
black. 

This species yaries in having th~ body spotted 
with brown, and also in having the upper parts 
pale rufous instead of cinereous: the tail reddi~h 
a;311, and the under parts entirely of 8i cream.: 
colour; with the beak and legs yellow-brown. 
This inhabits various parts of South America, fre
quenting the borders of rivers: it perches on the 
trees overhanging the streams, pouncing upon the 
fish which swim beneath:. it is likewise said to feed 
on 'crabs. 
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PLATALEA. SPOONBILL. 

G<'ueric Clwractc1·. 

Rostrum longum, latulll, rcc- II Beak long, broad, straightt 

tum; supra subtusque pla- [I flmooth both above and 
num, flexibile, apiee dila- bencath, flexible, the tip 
tato, spathreformi. dllatC'd alii] spoon-shaped. 

]I.'ares parvre, ad basin rostri, Nostrilsbmall, situated at the 
membrana fimbriat~. I base of t1l1? beak, and bor-

II 
dered by a membrane. 

Caput faeiesque plus mi- Head and face more or less 
nusve caly[I', bald. 

Pedes tetradactyli, semi-pal. Ltgs four.toed, slightly web-
mllfi; pollice humi Ill- bed; the hinder toe rest-
cumbens. iug upon the ground . 

.Ala: mediocres. Wing., medial. 

PLATALEA. Linn., Gmel •• Lath.} CU'o., ViCIl, Temm. 
PLATEA. Ray, Briu., Leach. 

THE Spoonbills live in society in the maritime 
marshes, or near the mouths of great rivers, rarely 
occurring inland: they feed upon small fishes, 
their fry, and mollusca; also on frogs, and other 
reptiles. and aquatic insects: they build on high 
trees, in bushes, or amongst rushes. They are 
migratory birds. 

v. XI. P. II. 
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WHITE SPOONBILL. 

(Platalell leucorodia.) 

PL. ocripite cristato, corpore albo, guMflav&.. 
Spoonbill with the occiput crested; the body white; the throat 

yellow. 
Platnlea leucorodia. Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. ~'H. I.--Linn. Faun. 

Suec. 160.-Gm8l. 8gst. Nat. I. 613.-Lath. Ind. Orn. 2. 
667. I. 

Platen If'llcorodia. Leach. Cat. Brit. Mus.p. 33. 
Platea, sive Pelecanus Aldrovandi. baii. Syn. 102.1.-Briss. 

Orn. 5.352. 1. 

La Spatule. BIIjf. Ois. 7. 448. pl. 24.-B!fff. Pl. Enl. 405. 
La Spatale blanche de LUlfon. Sonner. Voy. Ind. 8g. pi. 51. 

young? ' 
La Spatule bupp6e de l'isle de LUljon. Sonner. Vog. Iud. go. 

pI.52. 
Sp~ _'dehe. Temm. Man. a'Omi. 382. 
spoi>n-1>l1J, or Pelican. Alb. Birds. 2. pl. 66.-Will. Ang. 288. 

pl. 5. 
White Spoonbill. Penn. Brit. Zool. API" pl. g.-Penn. Arcf. 

Zoot.~. 441. A.-Lhth. Gen. Syn. 5. 13. I.-Lewin. Brit. Birds. 
4. pl. 142.-Wldc. S!Jn. 2. pl. 123.-Pult. Cat. Dors. IS.
Bew. Brit. Birds. 2. 25.-Mont. Orn. Dict. 2.-Mont. Orn. 
Diet. Sup. 

THE length; of this elegant bird is about two feet 
SIX incti ... .:-~ beak is eight inches and a half, and 
dusky, with sevenl un~lated transverse ridges of 
black; the tip is of an oraog{'·yellow: t~e irides 
are red: the feathers of the hind head are elongated, 
and form a beautiful crest, which is of a yellowish 
white colour: the whole of the plumage is of a 
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pure white, with the exception of the lower part 
of the nec:k, which is yellowish buff, becoming 
paler behind: the naked space round the eyes 
and on the throat pale yellow; the base of the 
latter part slightly tinged with rufous. The female 
has not so fine a crest, and has the yellow hue on 
the breast paler. The young are white, with the 
shafts of the quills black: the head is clothed with 
short and rounded feathers: the beak is deep grey, 
and is covered with a smoo1 h skin: the irides are 
grey: the orbits are dull white. The yellow on 
the breast does not make its appearance till the 
third year. 

The Spoonbill appears to be a general inhabitant 
of the old continellt: it frequents the borders of 
rivers and the sea coasts, migrating with the Herons 
and Storks. In England it is scarce. Pennant 
mC'ntions that a flock migrated into the marshes 
near Yarmouth, ill Norfulk, in April I77'}' ami 
since that time two have been shot Oil thl' southern 
coast of Devonshire, and are now in the Bntillh 
Museum. The nest is placed on high trees near 
the sea side: the female lays three or foul' white 
eggs, marked with a few pale red spots, but 
occasionally they are spotless: during breeding 
time it is very clamorous. It feeds upon fish, 
frogs, snails, il13ects, and aquatic worms, and also 
grass and weeds that grow in the water. Its flesh 
is said to have the flavour of a Goose, and is very 
high colouwd when dressed, and free from any 
fishy taste.· 



644 ROSEATE SPOONBILL. 

The trachea is curiously formed, having a double 
flexure like a figure of eight, but the convolutions 
do not cross each other, the points of contact 
being united by a fine membrane. 

nOSEATE SPOONl1ILL. 

(Platalea Ajaja.) 

PL. corpore rcctricibusque roseis, iect1"icibus cauda! coccineis. 
Spoonbill with the body and tail rose-coloured; the tail-covert!!< 

crimson. 
l'latalea Ajaja. Linn. Syst Nat. 1. 231. 2.-Grnet. SlJst. Nat. l. 

614.-Lalh. Illd. Om. 2. {)6S. 2. 

Platea Brabiliensis Ajaja dicta. Raii. S!Jn. J02. 3. 
Platea rosea. Briss. Om. 5. 3s/i. 6. pl. 30. young. 
Platea cl)ccinea. Briss. Um. 5.359. a. 
rlatca mexicana. 'l'lnuhqllechul. ll(/ii. SYTi. 102.2. 

La Spatule couleur de TO.e. Buff··Ois. 7. 456.-BuJf. Pl. Enl. 
16:;. 

Scarlet Spoonbill. Sloan. Jam. 2. 316.-TVill. Ang. 28g.2.

Lath. Gen. SYIl. 5. 1o.-Wtlls. Amer. Urn. 7. 123. lxili..f. 1. 

:Brasilian Roseate Spoonbill. Will. A1Ifj. 28g.-Lath. Gen. Syn • 
. 5. 16. pl. 73. 

THIS most elegaut species is two feet three inches 
in length: the beak is six inches in length, and 
marked all round with a gruove parallel to the 
margin; it is of a greyish white, aud slightly 
transparent, shewing the ramifications of the blood. 
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vessels belonging to it: the forehead, the space 
between the beak and eyes, and the throat, are 
naked, and whitish: the plumage is of a fine rosc
colour, deepest on the wings: the tail-coverts 
crimson: the legs are grey, and the claws dusky. 
·When in full plumage it is described as being of a 
beautiful red colour, with a black collar at the 
lower part of the neck, the neck itself being 
whitish: the irides red. During the first year it 
is of a dusky chesnut. 

This inhabits Jamaica, Guiana, Mexico, and 
other parts of the middle regions of America: it 
feeds on small fish, and other animals. 

J.}WAUF SPOON III I L. 

(Platdlea pygmrea.) 

PL. corpore supra.fusca subtus alba. 
Spoonbill with the body above fuscous, beneath white. 
l'latalea pygmrea. Linn. S!fst. Nat. 1. 'l31. 3.-Gmel. Syst. Nat. 

1. 61.5.-Lath. Ind. Om. 2. 669. 3. 
Dwarf Spoonbill. Lath. Gen. S!I"l. 5. 17.3. 

THIS i8 a very small spcr.ies, scarcely equalling 
a Sparrow in size: its beak is black, longer than 
the head, and flat at the end, and of a rhomboidal 
~hape, and not rounded as _~,q, the t,wo preceding 
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species: the angles and tip of the upper mandible 
are white: the body is brown above and whit. 
beneath: the sh3& Qf the quills are white: the 
tail is ~8d in abape, short, and of a browni~ 
white: the claws are pointed. 

It inhabits Surinam and Guiana. 

I~ND OF THE ELEV£1t'l'lJ ~LUl\H::. 






