
\7S . COM E D Y 0 FER R 0 R G. ~ 
Ad,.. Why, man, what is th.! matte ? 
Dt·o. S. I do not know the matter; he is 'relted n 

the caCe 4 • 

Adr. What, is he arrefted? tell me, at whoCe Cuit. 
Dro. S. -I know not at whoCe Cuit he is arrefted, w~ll; '-

. But he's in S a Cuit of bufi\ which 'refted him, that can y 
o tell:.. . '4Q 

Will you Cend h1m, mI£1:reCE, redemptIOn, the money HI 

his delk? 
.Adr. Go fetch it, fifter.-This I wonder at, 

[Exit LUCI""N .~. 
That he 6, unknown to me, fhould be in deb~, ;
Tell me, was he arrefted on a band 7 ? 

Dro. S. Not on a band, but on a !!:ronger thing; 

Adr. What, the chain? i; .... ,j,.. 
A chain, a chain; do you not hear it ring ~I } 

Dro. S. No, no, the bell; 'tis time, tha were gon 
It was twn ere I left him, and now the clock ftrikes 

Adr. The hours come back! that did I never hear. 
Dro. S. 0 yes, If any hour. meet a Cerjeant, 'a turn~ 

back for very fear. 
" In Wood-ftreet's holQ, or Poultry's btl/." 

There was likewife a place of this name under the Exchequer cham
ber, where the king" debtors were confined 611 they had paid the ut· 
termoft farthing. STEI<VENS. 

4 - on tbe cafe.] An aaion upon the cafe is a general aaion gi 'en 
for the redreCs of a wrong done any man without force, and not 
efpecially provided for by law. OR E Y. 

. Dromio, I believe, is ftill quibblin;:. His mafter's cafe was touched by 
the fhoulder-clapper. See p., 180:-" in a caftof leather &c." MA LON E. 

5 But he's in-] The old copy reads-Butis in. The emend.ation i. 
Mr. Rowe·s. MA LONl':. 

6 That bt--] The original copy has-'Tbus he. The emenda-'Xln was 
made by the editor of the fecond folio. MALON.E. 

? - 'Was he arrefled on a band ? ~ Thus the old copy, and I believ~ 
rightly, though th~ modern editors read bond. A bond, i •. e. an obli
gatory writing to pay a fum of money, was anciently fpelt ba~d. A band 
is likewi{e a n<ekelotb. On this circumftance, 1 believe, the humour of 
the polf.ge turns. ST"l':V ENS . ~I • 

See Minfheu's DiCl:. 1617, in v. "BAND or Obhgation." In the fame 
co lumn is found "A BAND or thong to lie withal." Alfo" ABAlfll 
for the neck, becaufe it ferves to bind about the neck." Tlle[~ f uf- • 
ficiently explain the equivoque. MALON E. 

Air. 
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Adr. As if ti~e were in debt! how fondly doft thou 
re~nl . 

.t/)rg. S. Time is a very bankrout, and owes morc than 
he's worth, to feafon. 

--Nay, he's a thief too: Have you not heard men fay, 
~That time comes fiealing on Ify night and day ? 

f he be in debt 8, and theft, and a ferjeant in the "'ay. 
ath lie not reafon to turn back an hour in a day 1 

Enter LUCIANA. 

'fdr. Go, Dromio; there's the money, bear it frraight ; 
f I And bring thy maRer home immediately.-
Come, filhn; 1 am preCs'd down with conceit; 

Conceit, my comfort, andmy injury. [Exeunt. 

seE NEIll; 
Cf'he /arne. 

Enter A N TIl'HOLUS ifSyracuCe . 
.I111t. S. 'there's not a man I meet, but doth falute me 

As if I were their well acquainted friend; 
And every one doth call be by my name. 
Some tender money to me, fome invite me ; 

~ Some other give me thanks for kindneff"es ; 
Some offer me commodities to buy; 
Even now a tailor call'd me in his {hop, 
And {how'd me ftlk~ that he had bought for me, 
And, therewithal, took meafure ot my body. 
Sure, thefe are but imaginary wiles, 

. And Lapland forcerers inhabit here. 

Enter DROMIO ofSyracuCe. 
, Dro. S. Mafter, here's the gold you rent me for : What, 

\ have you got the picture of old Adam new apparell'd II ~ 
Ant. S. 

S If he be in debt,] The old edition read,_If I be in debt. 
S TEE VIt N S. 

For the emen tion now"YTtade the preCent editor is anfwerable. Mr. 
Rowe reads_If tIme &c. but I could not have been confounded by the 

• ear with time, though it)!light with be. MAI,ON E. 

9 Wbat, bl.'lJe JOu g OI the piBurt of old A dam "'~1I appltrl/J'tl" A 
·N :7, ~ort 
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Ar.t . S. What gold is this? What Ad"m doft thou 1l1~an . 
Dro; S. Not that Adam, that kept the paradife, b , 

that Adam, that keeps the prifon: he that goes in the 
calf's-ikin that was kiIl'd for the prodigal; he that 
came behind you, fir, like a/\ evil angel. and bid y 
forfake your liberty. . ~J 

Ant! S. I underHand thee not. l$. 
D,'o. S. No? why, 'tis a plain cafe: he that went l~ 

a bafe-viol, in a cafe of leather; the man, fir, that, wIlen 
gentlemen are tired, giv1!s them a fob, and 'refts tllt; "l. ; 
he, fir, that takes pity on decayed men, and gives them rui 's 
of durance; he that (ets pp hi$ reft to do mpre exploits 
with his mace, than a morris pike ". . 

lhort word or two muO: hllVe ilipt out here, hy {orne acc' ' ~ nt, in 
lng, or at prefs ; otherwife I have no conception of the I" ',,' JI 

parrage. The c.afe is this. Dromio's m.O:er had he arreJied,. a , 
fent his {erv~nt home for money to redeem him : he running 'back \ ,I 
the money, meets t~e twin Antipholus, whom he miO:akes for ... "! 
maikr, and feeing 11,m clear of the officer before the money was cc:-ne, • 
he cries, in a furprize; What, have you g~t rid of the p iliure of .1J 
Adam ne7U appart/I'd? For {o I have ventured to fapply, by conjeCture. 
But why is the officer call'd old Adam new appareU'd ? The alluGon 
i. to Adam in hi s ftate of innocence .going naked; and immediately 
after the fJU being c1oJth'd in a frock of /kins. Thus he WaS new 
apparell'd : and ill like manner, the ferjeants of tht> Counter were for-
merly clad in buff, Qr calf's-/kin, as the author humorouJly 11 l it:l~ 
lower r.alls it, THf;oBALD. 

The expllnation is very,good, but the text does not require to b~ 
amended. ]OHN~ON. 

There jefts on Adam's dref. are common among our ,,1<1 writers. 
STl:ltVE lO·,· 

t _ be thlIt (et' up bis reO: to d. more exploit, 'Witb bi, mace tban a 
morris-pike. 1 The reft of a pike was a common term, and lignified, I 
b.ljev~, the manner in which it was fixed to receive the tufu Jf the 
enemy. A ,,:'rris-pike was a pike ufed in a morris or a rnilitary,dance, 
and with which great exploit , were done, that is, great feats Qf de,,· 
tiority were thewn. JOHNSON • 

.i\ morris pik' is mentioned by the old writers as. formidablt weapon. 
" M orrefpikes (fays Langley, in his tranllotion of P olydore Pirzil) Werc 
ufed firft in the liege of Capu •• " And in Reynard'lfPeli'Verance oj cer
tain Cbrijlian'Jrom tbe 'Ttlrks , "the Engliih mariners laid about them 
w:th brown bills, halberts, and mor";ce-pik.s." J.:A RM l:n. • 

P. ()·d.re Pirgil does not mention ,"orris-pikfS at the Jlege of Capun, 
though Langley's tranOation of him advances their antiquity Co nigh. 
Muds -pikes, or the pikes of the Moori, were excellent formerly; and 

lime 
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hat! thou mean'ft an officer? JA1It. S. 

Dro. S. Ay, fir? the ferjeant of the band; he, that 
'brings any man to anfwer it, that breaks his band; one 
·that thinks a man always going to bed, and fays, God 

ive you kood r,tfl ! 
Ant. S. Well, fir, thererefr in your foolery. Isthere any 

.,ip puts forth to-night? may we he gone? • 
Dro. S. Why, fir, I brought you word an hour lince, 

the bark Expedition put forth to-night; and then 
wet you hindered by the ferjeant, to tarry for the hoy r 
D !iy: Here are the angels that you fent for, to de:
I er you. 

A'll. S. 7he fellow is diftra8:, and fo am I ; 
And here we wander in illufions : 
Some ble , d power deliver us from lienee! 
~ ('. . EJlter- a Courtezan. 
o.ur. e met, well met, ma1l:er Antipholus. 
'e, fir, you have found the goldfmith now: 

.1'S that the chain, you promis'd me to-day? 
Ant. S. Satan, avoid! I charge thee, tempt me not! 
Dru. S. Mafter, is this miftrefs Satan r 
Ant. S. It is the devil. 
'Dr-o. S. Nay, {he is worfe; !he's the devil's dam; and 

. ·here The comes in the habit of a light wench: and there
of comes, that the wenches fay, God daln" me, that's 
as much a~ to fay, God nza1ie me a light <We1tch. It is writ
-ten, they appear to men like angels of light: light is an 
effe8: of fire, and nre will burn; ergn, light wenches will 

~rn; Come not near her. , . 
COllr. Your man and you are marvellous merry, lir. 

I you go with me ? We'll mend our di nner here". 
roo S. Ma1l:er, if you do 'expect fpooll-meat. or he

{peak a long fpoon '". 
Ant.S. 

lince, the Spallin, pikes have beel1 equally famolls. See Hartlib's le
gacy, ,,; 48. To L}:T. 

, , .. We'll mend dinner here.] i. e. by purchaiing fomcthing ad-
ditional in the 'adjoin g market. MA~ON". 

1 _ if you do e"pte fpoon-r:.tat, or befpeak a /OIIg fp •• n.] In the 
, old copy you is accidentally omitted. It was fuppli cd by the editor 

of th~ fecond folio. 1 believe fome other words w~re paned over hy the 
. ,. N 3 compoutor -
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A1!t . S. Why, Dromio~ 
Dro. S. Marry, he muft have a long; fpoon, 

eat with the devil. • 
Ant. S. Avoid then, fiend! what tell'ft thou me of 

fupping? 
Thou art, as you are all, a.;.forcerefs: 

, 
I conjvre thee to leave me, and be gone. ~ 

Gaur. Give me the ring of mine you had at dinner, 
Or, for my diamond, the chain you promis'd; J I'~ 
And I'll be gone, fir, and not trouble you. 

Dro. S. Some devils 
Alk but the parings of one's nail, a rulli, 
A hair, a drop of blood, a pin, a nut, 
A cherry-frone; but Ine, more covetous, 
Would have a chain. 

,. 

Mafter, be wife j and if you give it her, . 
The devil will fhake her chain, and fright us tli x"i. r 

: . 

G 0111'. I 'pray you, fir, my ring, or eIfe the chain; 
I hope you do not mean to cheat me fo: -' . 

./Jnt. S. Avaunt, thou witch! Come, Dromio, let us go. 
Dro. S. Fly pride, . fays the peacocic: Miftrefs, that 

you know. [Exeunt. ANT. and DR-a. 
Gaur. Now, out of doubt, fintipholus is maq, .. 

Elfe wouUl he never fo demean himfelf: 
A ring he hath of mine worth forty ducats, 
And for the fame he promis'd me a chain; 
Both one, and other, he denies me now. 
The reafon that I gather he is mad, 
(Befides this prefent inftance of his rage,) 
Is a mad tale, he told to-aay at dinner, , .' 

Of his own doors being lliut ag:inft his entrance. r"> 

compolitor,-perhaps of this import :_CC jf you do expett (poon-meat, 
either jlay awoy, or befpeak a long fpoon." 0, in the fenfe of hefort, 
which it lignified in old language, is hardly admiffible here. In all the 
old writers, if I mifiake not, when employed in this fenfe, it is joined 
with a perfonaL pronoun,-" or ere I went, "_,, or ere hi fpoke"; &c. 
elr with, an article; as in the infiance quoted by Mr. ~eevens : 

" He {ban be murder'd Dr the guefis comrJ.,\" 
I do not recollett to have ever met with it ufed ~ an adverb, far ht. 

forthand.-.The proverb mentioned afterwdrds by Dromio, is again al. 
luded to in the'Temptjl. Sec Vol. I. p. 51, n. 5' MAl.ON!:. 

Belike~ 
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JeUke, his ife, acquainted with his fits. 
~n purpofe {hut tUe doors againft r.is way. 
My way is now, to hie home to his houfe, 
And tell his wife, that, being lunatick, 
He rulh'd into my houfe, and took perforce 
~y ring away: This courfe I fitteft choofe; 

~or forty ducats is too much t~ lofe. 

seE N E IV. 
q-he ji:111l(. 

,[Exit. 

Enttr ANTIPHOLUS tifEphefus, andan Officer. 
Ant. E. 'f'earme not, mnn, I will not break away; 

I'll give thee, ere I leave thee, fo much money. 
To warrar: thee, as I am 'refted for. 

,M;;):Wife j in a wayward mood to-day; 
.An"d\' ..... lightly trui! 0e melfenger, 
~hat I {hould be attach'd In Ephefus : 

_ tell you, 'twill found harlhly in her ears.-

Enter DaOMlo ofEphefus 'With a rope'I-end. 
Here comes my man; I think he brings the money. 
How now, fir? have you that I fent you for? 

Dro. E. Here's ~hat, I warrant you, will pay them all-. 
Ant. p. But wherc;'s the money? 
Dro. E. Why, fir, I gave the money for the rope? 
Alit. E . Five hundred ducats, villain, for a rope? 
Dro. E. PIl ferve you, fir, live hundred at the rate. 
Ant. E. To what end did I bid thee hie thee home? 

_ --_lDro. $.' To a rope's end, fir; an~ to that end am I 
turn'd. 

1/Z1. E. And to that end, fir, I will welcome you. 
. ' (beating him. 

Off. Good fir, be patient. 
Dro. ~ Nay, 'tis for me to be patient; I am in ad~ 

l·erfity. • , 
Off. Goo now, hold thy tongue. 
Dro. E. , nther perfuade him to hold his hands . 

• Ant. E. Th tvhorefon, fenfelefs villain! 
... 
• 

II -~I,.· ill pay them ali.] S~e Vol. I. p. 34, n. I. 
N4 

MALON!:. 

Dro. E. 
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Dro. E. I would I were fer felefs, fir, that . 

~el your blows. \J 

A'nt. E. Thou art fenfible in nothing but blows, :rndfo 
is an afs. . 

Dro. E. I am an a[s, i \l{lecd ; you may prove it by my 
long cars. I h:tve ferv'd him from the hour of my na 
tivity 0 this inll:ant, and t'aye nothing at his hands fOl 
my [erv'ice, but blows: when I 3.fn cold, he heats me wit 
beati ng; ; when 1 am warm, h _ 01s me with beating:,;{ 
am wak'd with it, when I neep,; rais'd with it, whet I 
fit; drin~n out of doors with it, when I go from hom~\:. 
welcomed home with it, whe I rt'tUlIt: nay, I bear it~) 
my fhoulders, as a beggar wont her brat; and, 1 think, 
when he hath lamed me, I {hall beg with i t from door to 
door. . E 

Ellur ADRIANA, LUCIANA, and thr Courk~ ';Vjit"': 
PINCH3, and Othert. r) 

Ant. E. Come; go along; my wife is coming yonder. 
Dro. E. Miftrefs, reJPice jinclh, refptCt your end 4; or 

rather the prophecy, like the parrot, Bewart the rope's elld • 
. /''It. E. ~Wilt thou fiil! talk? [beats hinl. 

c. .. , ~. 

1 _ Pinch,] The direCl:jon in the old c:>py is,-" and, a 
f cbDDlrnofttr called Pinch." In many country villages tbe pedagogo. i~ 
frill a reputed conjurer. S~, in Ben Jonfon's Staple of Nf~US: .. l 
would have ne'er a cunningfcbDD/· rnofter in England, I m~an a cunning 
man as a fchoolrnafter; that is, a conjurrur, Ikc." STJ:J:VJ:NS. 

3 Miftrtjs, refpice finem, rtlpe8.lDur end; or rather th , propbtcy, like 
tbe porrot, B eware tbe rope's end. J There words feem to. allUde t'l a 
famo~s pamphlet of that time, wrote by Buchanan againft the 10r.1 . - " 
Liddinston; which ends with theft, word_, Refpice fi"""" r1p;ce f""eil~ 
:But to what purpofe, unlers our authour would Ibew tbat he could qu'" • 
hie as well in Engl,lb, as the other in L:ftin, I confefs I know not. 
A s for prophifying like the parrot, thi~ alludes to people's teaching that 
loird unlucky words; with which, when any parrenger was oftended, it 
was the ftandingjoke of the wife owner to fay, 'J Ilke beed,ji. ,11,} parr.t 
p,ophifj... To this, Butler hints, where, {peaking of Ra O'S /kin in 
augury, he fays: . 

" Could tell ""hilt fubtleft parrDts mett,,\ ,.J, 
" 'Thot fped, ond think cDIltr4'y c/ton; J £
" Wfot mtmher 'tiJ 0f~.,l.Jhom tbty ' ..:1;" , 
" When thry erJ' rope, ttndVlo"i!t, knave,waU,," WAIlJl~ 

5 ConI". 
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Cour. , ow fay you now? is not your hutband mld?1 
Adr. His inttvility confirms no lefs. -

Good doCtor Pinch, you are a conjurer; 
Efrablilh him in his true fenfe again, 
And I will pleafe you what you will demand. 

Luc. Alas, how fiery and-how fuarp he looks! 
COllr. Mark, how he trembles in his ecftacy! ' 
Pinch. Give me your hand, and let me feel your pulfe.' 
Ant. E. There is my hand, and let it feel your ear. 
Pinch. ! charge thee, Satan, hous'd within this man, 
a yield po/feilion to my holy prayers, 

And to ~y ftate of darknefs hie thee f1:raight ; 
I conjure thee by all the faints in heaven. 

, Ant. E. Peace, dating wizard, peace; I am -not mad .. 
Ad:~. I( , that thou wert not, poor diftre/fed foul! 

I':?: ' You minion, YOIl, are thefe your cufiomers'" ? 
Did thIS c mpanion with the faffr~m face 

evel and feafr it at my houfe to day, 
- vVhilfl: upon me the guilty doors were Ihut, 

And r deny'd to enter in my houfe r 
Adr. 0, hulband, God doth know, you din'd at llome, 

Where 'would you bad remltin'd until this time, 
, Pree ftom thefe flanders, and this open fullme! " 

Ant. E. I din'd ' at home 4! Thou, villain, what fay'it 
thou? 

Dro.E. Sir, footh to fay, you did not dine at home. 
Ant. E. Were 110t my doors lock'd up, and I fhut out? 
Dro. E. Perdy, yonrdoors were lock'd, and you fhutout. 

___ .nt. E. And did not fhe llerfelf revile mt: there? 

• 

D,·o. E. Sans fable, fue llerfelf revil 'd you there. 
>It. E. Did not her kitchen-maid rail, taunt, and 

fcorn me?· , 
Dro: E. Certes S, fhe did; the kitchen·veftal 6 fcorn'd you. 

'" - your cufromers ?] A cufto",.r;s ufed in Othell. for a common woo 
man. Here it fcerns to i4gnify ()ne who vili-s {ueh women. MAL 01':&. 

4 I din'd at h'lf'e! I is not found in the old copy. It was inferted 
by Mr. Theobal ' I.ON:& . 

S Cerles, l i. e. nly. Obfolete. STI!!VEN S. 

,; - kitchm.vefla/J Her charge being like thar of tllC vellal virgins, 
lQ keep thc fire burning. jOHN'ON. 

411t. 
\ 
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nt. E. And did not I in rage depart from thl'fke? _ 

Dro. E. In verity, you did ;-my bone bear witnefs, 
'1 hat unce have felt the vigour of Jlis rage. 

Adr. Is't good to [ooth him in there contraries? 
Pinch. It is no lhame; the fellow nnds his vein, 

And, yielding to him, humoltrs well his frenzy. !' 
Ant. Et Thou haft fuborn'd the goldfmith to arreft me. 
Adr. Alas, I fent you money to redeem y09~ i 

By Dromio here, who came in hafte for it. ( 
Dro. E. Money by me 1 heart a ld good-will yeu might 

But, furely, mafter, not a rag of money. \ 
Ant. E. Went'ft not thou to her for a purfe of 4ucats? ~ 
Adr. He came to me, and I -deliver'd it. ' 
Luc. And I am witnefs with her, that lhe did. 
Dro. E. God and the rope-maker, bear me w' nefs, 

That' I was fent for nothing but a ropd 
.Dinch. Miftrefs, both man and mafter is po 

I know it by their pale and deadly look~ : 
They muft be bound, and laid in fome dark room. 

Alit, E. Say, wherefore dida thou lock me forth to-day, 
And why doft thou deny the bag of gold 1 

Adr. I did not, gentle hulband, lock thee forth. 
D,·o. E. And, gentle mafter', I receiv'd no gold; 

But I confefs, fir, that we were lock'd out. 
Adr. Diffemblip.g villain, thou fpeak'.1l falfe in both. 
Ant.' E. DiffemOling harlot, thou art falfe in all ; 

And art confederate with a damned pack, 
To make a'loathfome abject fcorn of me : 
But with thefe nails I'll pluck out thefe falfe eyes, '\ ' 
That would behold in me this lhameful fport. ~' -

[PINCH alld his ajJiJlants bind ANT. andDROMI 
.Adr. 0, bind him, bind him, let<him not come near m . > 

Pillch. More company ;-the fiend is ftrong within him. 
Lue. Ah me, poor man, how pale and wan he looks! 
Ant. E, What, will you murder me? Thou jailer, thou, 

I am thy prifoner; wilt thou {uffer thein 
-To make a ref cue ? , ' tl 

Off. Mafters, let him go: }J! 
He is my prifoner, and you lhall not hiVe 'him. 

j>inch. Go, bind this man> for he is frantick too. 
Adr. 
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Adt·.' hat }Yilt thou do, thou peevilh officer 7 ? 

, Haft thou elilht to fee a wretched man 
Do outrage and difpleafure to himfelf ( 

Off. He is my prifoner; if I let him go, 
The debt he owes, will be requir'd of me. 

Adr. I will difcharge thlle, ere I go from thee: 
, Bear me forthwith unto his creditor, , 

And, knowing how the debt grows, I will pay it. 
ood maficr doctor, fee him fafe convey'd 
ome to my houfe.-O moil: unhappy day! 
Ant. E. 0 moil: unhappy ftrumpet 8 ! 
Dro.Ji. Malter, I am hcre enter'd in bond for you. 
Ant. E. Out on thee, villain! wherefore doll: thou mac! 

me? 
Dro. tl'. Will you be bound for nothing: be mad, 

Gt.;~,~er; cry, the devil.- , 
• Lu{. God help, poor fouls, how idly do they talk! \ 

.r'" Adr. Go bear him hence.-Sifter, go you with me._ 
[Exeunt PI N cHand ajJijlants <with A NT. alld DRO. 

Say now, whore fuit is he arrefied at! 
Off. One Angelo, a goldfmith; Do you know him? 

• ./ldr. I know the man; What is the fum he owes 1 
I'~ Off. Two hundred ducats. 

Adr. Say, how grows it due? 
Off. Due for a chain, your hlifband had of him • 
./ldr. He did befpeak a chain for me, but had it 

not. , 
our. When as your hufband, all in rage, to-day 

arne to my houfe, and took away my ring. 
The ring I faw upon his finger now,) , 
'traight after did I meet him with a chain. 

Adr. It may be fo, 'but I did never fee it.
Come, jailer, bring me where the goldfmith is, 
J long to know the truth hereof at large. 

7 -thou pee,ilb. 
of this play, p~e'Vi 

8 -unhap 
(If unluc~J j i. e. 

Cfr?) This is the fecond time that in the courfe 
as been ufed fur foolifb. STEE YEN S. 

pet I] Unhappy is here ufed in one of the fenfei 
' ie'Vous. STEEVEloS. 
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En er ANTIPHOLUS oj Syracuf:: , t.vith hi \rapildratVitt.,. I 

and DRO MIO of Syhcufe. 

Luc. God, for thy mercy ! ;they are loofe again . 
. IUr. And come with naked fwords; let' s call more 

help, . I' ~ 
To have I!lem bound again. Ij 

Off. Away, they'll kill us. , J 
. [Exeunt Officer, AD R. lmd Lu c.1 ' 

Alit. S. I fee~ thefe witches are afraid of fwords. . 
D,ro. S. She, tha~ would be your wife, now ran from \~ 

YOlt. . ,. 
" Ant. S. Come to the Centaur; fetell our fluff' from ' 

thence : 
I long~ that we were fafe and found aboard. I 

Dro. S. Faith, flay here this night, they will 11' 0 
us no harm 1 you faw, they fpeak us fair, giv us gold.: 
methinks, they are fuch a gentle nation, that but for the 
mountain of mad flefh that claims marriage of me, I 
~ould find in my heart to fray here fl:ill, and turn witch.. 

!Int . S. I will not flay to-night for all the town; 
Therefore away, to get our fluff aboard. [Exeunt.. ' , . , 

ACT ' V. seE N E I. 
'1be .lame. 

E'lter Merchant a/zd ANG EL O,' 

Ang. I am forry, fir, that I have hinder'd you ; 
But, I protell:, he had the chain of> me, 

. . 

Though mo-U di{honeftly he doth deny it. 
Mer. H'Ow is the man efteem'd here in the city l 
Al1g~ C?f very reverent reputation, fir, 

Of credit infinite, . highly belov'd, ... ~ 

1 

i 
Second to none that live~ here in the ci~(I; ~ 

9 -our ftufr], i',e. our baggage. In the ord] t. twere iffuedfor 
the royal P~ogrel1cs In the laft cCn1.ury; the king'c bagga.ge was always' 
thus dcnolnlOated. MAl-ONE, . 
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might bear my wealth at any time. ! 

eak!lfoftly: yonder, as I think, he walks~ 
His wor 

Mer. 
'. 

Enter ANTIPHOLUS andDROMJO ofSyracufe. 
Ang. 'Tis fo; and that {elf-chain about his neck .. 

Which he forfwore, moll: .1lIIOnftroufly, to have. 
Good fir, draw near to me, I'll fpeak to him ....... 
Signior Antipholus, I wonder much . 
That you would put me to this fh:une and trouble ;. 

nd not without fome fcandal to yqurfelf. 
With circumf1:ance, and oaths, fo to deny 
This c~in, which now you wear fo openly: 
Befides the charge, the {hame, imprifonment, r 

You have done wrong to this my honell: friend; 
Who, ~~t for fraying on our controverfy, 
H.f ,.hq.~\t;d fail, and put to rea to-day: 
'ihIs cham you had of me, can you deny it 1 

.1/'lt. S. I think, I had; I never did deny it:. 
Mer. Yes, that you did, fir; 'and {orfwore it too. 
A11t. S. Who heard me to deny it, or forfweax iU 
Mer. TJu:fe ears of mine, thou knowefr, did hear thee; 

l!Fye on thee, wretch! 'tis pity, that thou liv'fr 
""'To walk where any honea' men refort. 

Alit. S. Thou art a villain, to impeach me thus: 
I'll prove mine honour and mine honefry 
.,Againft· thee prefently, if thoLt dar'ft ftand.· 

Mer. I dare, and do defy thee for a villain. . 
[crh~ dra'l.II.J 

nter ADRIANA, LtrCIA/lfA, Courtezan, tl'1d OthffJ. 
Adr. Hold, hurt him not, for God's fake; he is mad ;-

orne get within him,~ take his fword away: 
Bind Dromio too, and bear .them to my houfe. 

Dro. S. Run, mafrer, run; for God's fak.~, take a 
hOLtfe. 

This is fome pri y;-ln, or we are fpoil'd. 
• [pxe t ANTI PH . mId DROMIO to the Priory. 

Enftt· ,tbe AhbeJ.r. 
AM. Be qUle, eople; Wherefore throng you hither ~ 
Adr. To fetch my poer diftraCled huIband hence; 

L 
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Lht us Come in, that we may bind him f~ft, '/J 
And bear him home for his recovery. j ~ 

.An!. I knew, he was not in his perfea: wit. 
Mer. I am forry now, that I did draw on him • 
.I1bb. How long hath this pofi"effion held the man? 
Adr. This week he hath b(en heavy, four, fad, 

And mn&t different from the man he was; 
But, till this afternoon, his pallion ,; 
Ne'er brake into extremity of rage. , ' 

Ab!:. Hath he not loft much wealth by wreck of fea ?'- '\Il 
Bury'd fome dear friend? Hath not elfe his eye, 
Stray'd his affection in unlawfnI love? , 
A fin prevailing much in youthful men, 
Who give their ctyes the liberty of gazing. 
Which of thefe {orrows is he {ubject to? 

Adr. To none of there, except it be the la I' 
Namely, fome love, that drew him.oft from home. 

Ahb. You fhould for that have reprehended him • 
.Adr. WlIy, fo I did .. 
.I1hb. Ay, but not rough enough. 
Adr. As roughly, as my modefty would let me • 
.Abb. Haply, in private. , 
Ad,·. And in afi"emblies too. 
A~b. Ay, but not enough. 
Adr. It was the copy' of our conference: 

In bed, he fiept not for my urging it; 
At board, he fed not for my urging it ; 
Alone, it was the fubject of my theme; l 
In 'company, I often glanced it; . ~\ 
Still did I tell him it was vile and bad. 

Abb. ~nd therefore came it, t!}at the man was mad .~ 
The venom clamours of a jealous woman 
Poifon more deadly than a mad dog's tooth. 
It feems, his fleeps were hinder'd by thy railing: 
And thereof comes it, that his head is light. 
Thou fay'ft, his meat was fauc'd with ~]y upbraidings : 
Unquiet meals make ill digeftions, IjJ~ 
Thereof the raging lire of fever bled 

I _ tL. ,opy] i. e. the theme. We frill talk of (ctti{lg cDpiu £Qr 
boys. ST!:~VENS. 

And. 



• 

\ f 

OF ERRORS. 19' 
's a fever but a fit of madnefs ? 

• Th0u fa It If'is fports were hinder'd by thy brawls: 
~ 'Sweet re eation barr'd, what doth ellfue, 

But mood' and dull melanc11oly. 
(Kinfman to grim and comfortlefs defpair n 
And. at her heels", a hu e infeCtious troop 
Of pale diftemperatures, and foes to life? 
In food. in fport, and life-preferving reft 
To be difturb'd, would mad or man, or beaft : 

he confequence is then, thy jealous fits 
Have feared thy hulband from the ufe of wits. 

LUi" . ,She never .reprehended him but mildly, 
When he demean'd himfelf rougll, rude and wildly. 
Why bear you thefe rebukes, and an[wer not? 

A d,. .'tShe did betray me to my own reproof.
G<r.-i.uv\!lple, enter, and lay hold on him • 
• AU,. No, not a creature enters in my houfe. 

Adr. Then, let your fervants bring my hulballd 
forth. 

Ab!>. Neither; he took this place for fanEtuary. 
And it Jhall privilege him from your hands, 

t!Till I have brought him to his wits again, 
1"" Or lofe my labour in affaying it. 

Adr. I will attend my hulband, be his nune. 
Diet his fickne[s, for it is my office, 
And will have no attorney but myfelf; 
A d ~herefore let me have him h.ome with me: 

hb. Be patient; for I will not let him lI:ir, 
. ill I have ufed the approved means I have, 

,With whDlefome fyrups, drugs, and holy prayers, , 
:z. But moodj and dull melancholy, 

(Kinfman to grim and comfortlef, dejpair;) 
And, at her hte/s,-] 4dr. Heath, to remedy the defective metIl 

9f .the firft line, propofed to read-moudy, moping &e. and to obviate 
the feeming im riety of making Melancholy a male in one line and 
a female in the 0 • he would read-And at their heels- . The lat
ter emendatioIf is h., Iy probable. In another place in this play, we 
have their for b • e • J72. n . 9' KinJman, however, (as an anony
mous critiek ha 00 e ,) might have been ufed by Shakfpearc in hia ... licentious way, for nr !y related. M"'1.o l'lt • 

To 
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To make of him a formal man again 3 : 

It i§ a branch and parcel of mine oath, 
A chalitable duty of my order; 
Therefore depart, and leave him here with mo<!. 

Adr. I will not hence, and leave my hulballd here 1 
And ill it doth befeem your Lolinefs, 

~. , 

To [epa! te the huiliund and the wife. 
Ab6. Be quiet, and depart, thou !halt not have him: 

[Exit Abt.ef.· 
Ltt( . Complain unto 'the dlike of this indignity. r 
Adr. Come, go; I will faU 'profirate at his feet~ 

And never rife .until my tears and prayers 
Have won. his grace to come in penon hither, 
And take perforce my hulbanil f~om the ahllefs. 

Mel". By this, I think, the di:el points at live; 
Anon, I am (ure, the duke himfelf in perfon 
Comes this way to the melancholy vale; 
The piace of death 4 and forry exec tion s, 
Behind the ditches of the abbey here. 

Allg. Upon what cau[e! 
Mer. To fee a reverend Syracufan merchant. 

Who pUt unluckily into this bay 
Againfr the laws arid ftatutes of this town, 
Beheaded publickly for his offence. 

.. 

Ang. See, where they come; we will behold his 
death. 

Luc. Kneel to the duke, before he pafs the abbey . • 

3 _ a formal man again:) i. e. to bring him back to his fem , 
and the forms of fober behaviour. So, in Meafllre for M~aj'ure._" ~ 

f ormal women," for ju/l: tbe con,trary. S T £ £ V ENS . I 
4 The place if ~eath-] :rhe original copy has-deptb. Mr. Row 

m:!de the emendatJOn. MALONE . 

S _Forry Mectltioll,] So, in Macb.tb : 
. " Of forri1f fancies your companions making." 

Sorry had anciently a Il:ronger meaning th,n nt fent. Thus, ill 
1::haucer's Prologlle to The Sompnour .. Talt, v. 7. ~ " ate edit.: 

" This Frere, whan he loked had his f 1 ' 
" Upon the turrncnts of this Jory place .. 

Ai\aw, in the Knightes Talc, where the tef..,,, ' J~.ars is defcribed : 
" All full of chiIli.illg w~s tbat fory r<~'~'" Sn;E¥.ul~. 

Enur 
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ott dd; JEGEON hart-headed; 'With fbI 
• tad/man a11d oth!~ o.fficers. 

Duke. Yet: once again proclaim it publickly, 
If any friend will pay the fum for him, 
Xe Ihall not die, fo much we "tender him. • 

Adr. J uil:ice, moil: facred duke, againil: the abbefs! 
Duke. She is a virtuous and a reverend lady; 
-:annot be, that lhe hath done thee wrong. 
)1d,..May it pleafe your grace, Antipholus, my hu1band,

Whom I made lord of me and all I had, At your im,.portant letters 6,-this ill day 
A moft outrageous fit of madnefs took him; 
'That defperately he hurry'd through the ftreet, 
(With him,jhis bondman, all as mad as he,) 
Doing clirp.~rure to the citizens 
I:y lOU/hing in their houfes, bearing thence 
Rings, jewels, any thing his rage did like. 
Once did I get him bound, and fent him home. 
Whilft to take order 7 for the wrongs I went, 
~hj here and there his fury had committed. 
AJf:}' I wot not by' what il:rqng efcape .. , . 
he broke from thole that had the guard of hIm; 
And, with his mad attendant and himfelfS, 

c; Whom I made lord ~f me and all J had, 
At your important lette", l Important far importundte. }aIlNsaN. 

~c;, i one of Shakfpeare's Hifrorical plays: 
" --great France 

, "My mourning and important tears hath pitied." 
.kfpeare, who gives to all nations the cu(toms of his ew nf (p~m. 
this palTage to allude to a court if wards in Ephefu.. The (OU,.t of 

w was always canfidered as n grievous oppreffion. STEEVENS. 
S.,e a note on Kine Hmry IV. P.I. ACl:lII. fc.v. MALONE. 
7 -totakeorderJ i.e. totakettttafures. STEEVENS • 
.. - by what Jhong efeapt,] Though j1rong is not unintelligible, r. 

fufpeCl: we Jhould read-j1range. The two words are aften confounded 
in the old copies. See 5, n. I. MALONE. 

~ And, wilb bis mad tendant and Limjelj,] We Jhollid read-mad 
himfelf. W A Po B U Po I>¥>lS 

We might read: 
Jp " And here his t,. alttndant and himfelf." STEE"ENS • 
.. " I {u(pea, Shakfpeare is IlJrofelf anfwerable for this inaccuracy. 

MALONE. 
VOL. II. 0 Each 
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Each <,ne with ireful pallion, with drawn fwo '/'5, 
Met us again, and, madJy hen on us, " ,) 
Chafed us away; till, raifmg of more aid, I f 
We came again to bind them: then they flet 
Into this abbey, whither we putfued them; 
And he(e the abbefs fhuts t!e gates on us, 
And will nat fuffer us to fetch him out, 
Nor fend him forth, that we may bear him hence. 
Therefore, moft graeious du".{e, with thy command, 
Let him be brought forth, and borne hence for heJp. 

Duke. Long lince, thy huiliand ferv'd me in my wars \ 
And I to thee engag'd a prince's word, " . 
When thOll didft make him mailer of thy bed, 
To do him all the grace and good I coultL-
Go, fame of YOll, knock at' the abbey-gate, I 
And bid the lady abbefs C0me to me ; .. 
I will determine this, before I fUr •. 

Enter a Ser'Jant. 
Servo 0 miftref;, miftrefs, !hift and fave yourCclfl 

My mafier and his man are both broke 10oCe, , 
Beaten the maids a-row 9-, and bound the doctor, ~ 
Whofe beard they have finged off with brands of fire • , 
And ever as it bla,.;ed, they threw on him 
Great pails of puddled mire to quench the hair: 
My mafter preaches patience to him. and the while 
His man with fCi/fars nicks him like a fool" : 

~n,l. 
9 _ ~.row,l i. e. fucceffi~ely, one ~fter another. S1'EEV!:N I 

t Whofe ward tbey have jingtd off 'Wilh /;ranti" of fi re j) Such 
d1crous circumfl~nce is not unworthy of the farce in which we 
introduced; but is ralher out of place in an epic poem, amidft a 
horrors and carnage of a battle: . 

" Ob",ius ambuflrlm torre", Corilld'u, db ard 
" Corripit, <t v eniuti ELufo, pillgarn'lu, fertnli, 
" Occup:J.t 0' flamm i,: Ilii ingen' barba r<tuxit, 
" Nido"m'lue ambufta dedit ." Vir:,-cneiS, lib , xii. 

STEEVEN:. 
Shakfpeare was a great reader of Plutarch, r h~ he might have tee 

this method of !having, in the life of D"-.t' ,.';7, 4-to. See North's 
TraQ(lation, in which ... e~"f< ' may be tran!;., Lcd b.·and". S. vr. ~ 

z Hi" man ~uilb fd.l!ar" nicks h,m lik • .. fool:] The force of tais allu,) 
Jilin I am unable to e"plain. Pcrh.,ps it was once the cuftom to cu t 

the 
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An..dJlfur un! f: ,!o-a fend (ome ptefent help, 
Be~en t' ey will kill the conjurer. 

Adr. Pe, ce, {ouI, thy mafier :1nd his man are here; 
And that i.I; {alfe, thou doft report to us. 
~ Ser",. M refs, upon my ~fe, I tell you true; 
1 have not e:l.th'd almoft, fince I did fee it. • 
He cries for you, and vows, if he can take you, 
To fcorch your fa-ce J, and to dis'fi gure you: (C rj wifh"n. 
Hark, hark, I heal' him, miftrefs; fly, be gone. 

Du~e. Come, frand by me, fear nothing: Guard with 
halberds. 

Air. Ah me, it is my hlllband! Witnefs you, 
That he is borne about invifiLle: 
Even now we hous'd him in the abbey here; 
And now 'he's there, pail thought of human reafon • 

• E1Iter-ANTfPROLUS ami DROMIO oj' Ephefus. 
~ ' Ant. E. Juftice, mof!: gracious duke, oh, grant me 

juftice ! 
Even for the fervice tnat long fince r did thee. 
~.en I beftrid thee in ,the wars, and took ' 
f?'ep fears to fave thy life; eveh tor the blood 
'J'hat then I loft for thee, now gra~t me juftice • 

..Il!.ge. Unlefs the fear of death doth make me dote~ 
I fee my fon Antipholus, and Dromio. 

Alit. E. Juftice, fweet prince, againft that woman the~.' 
Sh~lom thou gav'ft to me to be my wife; 
Th hath abuled and di!honour'd me, 
E~! in the ftrength and height of injury! 
H yond imagination is the wrong, 
'r ,at !he this day hath !hamelefs thrown on me. 

Duke. Difcover how, and thoulhalt find me juft. 

the hair of ideots or jellers clore to their heads. There is a proverbial 
1imile_" Like crop the conjurer;" which might have been applied S) 
chher of there charaa~ S T E 11 VI: N s, 

There is a penalty 0 n Ihillings in one of king Alfred's ecdefiaftic4 
laws, ifoneopprobr,ipuf Ijha-v. a common manlike a f ool. TOLLET. 

3 'To fcorch Jour.li ould read- Jeoteb, i. e. hack, cut. 
WAR.URTON_ 

. ':0 fe.reb, J belie,ve, is right. He would have plinilllcd her as he' had 
punl1lied the conjurer before. i TEII1'ltN'. ' 

o 2 ,.!nt. 
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.Ant. E. This day, great duke, lhe {hut he q.,IOrs (upon 

me, _, ,.1 
While fue with harlots" feafted in my howe. ') J 

\, 

Duke. A grievous fault: Say, woman, did.{, thou fo? 
.Adr. No, my good 10rd;-myfe1f, he, an my fliter. I 

To-day ~id dine together: S& befal my foul. 
As this is falfe, he burdens me withal ! 

Lue. Ne'er may I look on day, nor lleep on night. 
But {he tells to your highnefs umple truth! 

Ang. 0 perjur'd woman! They are both forfworn. 
In this the madman juftly chargeth them. 

Ant. E. My liege, I am advifed 5 what I fay, 
Neither difturb'd with the effeCt of wine, 
Nor heady-ralh, provok'd with. raging ire, 
Albeit, my wrongs might make one wifer mad. ' 
This woman lock'd me out this day from dinner': ,. 
That goldfm'th there, were he not pack'd with her. 
Could witnefs it, for he was with me then; 
Who parted with me to go fetch a ch'ain. 
Promifing to bring it to the Porcupine, 
Where Balthazar and I did dine together. 
Our dinner done, and he not ooming thither, 
I went to feek him ': in the fireet I met him; 
And in his company, that gentleman. 
There did this perjur'd goldfmith fwear me down, 
That I this day of him receiv'd the c.h.ain, 
Which, God he knows, I faw not: for the which, 
He did arreft me with an officer. 
1 did obey; and fent my peafant home 

4 - 'With harlots J By tbis defcription he points out Pin(h and 
followers. Harl. t was a term of reproach applied to cheats among men, 
a'well as to wantons among women. Thus, in the Fo"" Corbacchio 
Cays to Volpone,-" Out, harlot!" 

Again, in the Winter', 'Tale: 
" --rur the hal'lot king ". ' 

• " Is quite beyond mine arm." ~ 
.The learned editor of CbauCfr', Canterbury 'It..,,s. 04- voh. 8.0. '177$' 

obferyes, that in The Romaunt of the RQ""-" ,,~oY?iKing of Jiar/ou is 'I 
Ch-aucer'. Tranilution of Roy des ribauiX. - S' :~VENS . \, 

s ~ T am .. d'11ifed-] i. e. 1 ~m not going 'to fpeak precipitately or' 
ra lhly, but on reflexion and confideration. ST £E VEl' 5.'_ 

.For 
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For cert ~ du ats: he with none retum'd. 
T~ fnir.,v.' fpoke the officer, 
~ go in , er(on with me to my houfe. 
By the wal we met 
My wife, er filler, and a rabble more 
9£ vile COl federates; alon with them .) 
They brou t one Pinch; a hungry lean-face'd villain • 

. A meer anatomy, a mountebank, 
A thread-bare juggler, and a fortune-teller; 
A needy, hollow-ey'd, !harp-looking wretch, 
A living dead man: this pernicious nave, 

. :Forfootl, took on him as a conjurer; 
And, gazing in mine eyes, feeling my pulfe, 
And with no face, as it were, Qut-facing me, 
Cries out, I was pofl"efs'd: tben altoge.ther 
They fell-upon me, bound .me, bore me thence; 
~nd in a dark aI).d danki!h vault at home 
There left me and my man, both bound together; 
Till gnawing with my teeth my bonds in funder, 
I gain'd my freedom, and immediately 
:jian hither to your grace; whom I befeech 

.":fo ~ive me ample fatisfaction 
For thefe deep fhames and great indignities. 

Ang. My lord, in truth, thus far I witnefs with him; 
Tha:t he dined not at home, but was lock'd out. 

Duke. But had he fuch a chain of thee or no? 

~
ng. He had, my l~.rd; and when he ran in here, 

kfe people faw the cbain about his neck. . 
. ! Mer. Befides, I will be fworn, thefe ears of m;ne 

Heard YOIf confefs, you had the chain of him. 
,After you firft forfwore it on the mart, 
And, thereupon, I drew my fword on you; 
And then you Red into this abbey here, 
From whence, I think, you are c~me by miracle. 

Ant. E. I ne!r. came within thefe abbey-walh. 
Nor eve, didft 1 u draw thy fword on me : 
I never raw th:!..£'t in, fo-help me heaven! 

. And this is faJ'1e; en me withal. 
Duke. Why, wh an intricate impeach is this! 

~ think, you all have drunk of Circe's cup. . 
o , - ~f 
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If here you hous'd him, here he would have be~ ; 
If he were mad, he would llDt 'plead (0 cqfv11y ~ / 
You fay, he dined at home; the goldfmith h ,. ~ ' lA 
Denies that faying :-Sirrah, what fay you ?~r 

Dro. E. Sir, he dined with her there, at th ~porCUPi e. 
Cour. He did; and from ~y finger fnatch that ring.1) 
Am.B. 'Tis true, my.liege, this ring I h of her. 
Duke. Saw'il: thou him enter at the abbey 'here? 
Cour. As fure, my liege, as I do fee your grace. """I 
Duke. Why, this is il:ranfe :-Go call the abbefs hither; 

I think you are all mated , or ftark mad. 
[Exit an 4ttendant • 

.&:ge. Moil: mighty duke, vouchfafe JIle fpeak a word; 
Haply, I fee a friend will faye my life, 
And pay the fum that may qeliver me. 

Duke. Speak freely, Syracufan, wh;lt thou wilt. · 
..-Ege. Is not your name, fir, call'd Antiph01us ? 

And is 1)ot that your bondman Dromio ? 
D,'o. E. Within this hour I was his bond-man, lir, 

But he, I thank him, gnaw'd in two my cords; 
Now am I Dromio, and his man, unbound. i 

..-Ege. I am fure, you both of you remember me. '
Dro. E. Ourfelves we do re~emQer, fir, by you; 

For lately we were bound, as you are now. 
You,are not Pinch's patient, are you, fir? 

...Ege. Why look you ihange on me? you know me well. 
Ant. E. I never faw'You in my life, till r:ow. ( 
..lEge. ,Oh! grief hath ch.ang'd me, fince you faw me :il j 

And careful hours, with Time's deformed 7 hand (, 
Have written il:range defeatures 8 in my face: ., 1 
:But tell me yet, doft thou not know my voice? 

Ant. E. Neither. 

~ - maud,] See p. J66. n. 5' MALON!' 
, - deformed] for d<jortlling. S TEl: V I: !II S. 

8 - jlrang< defeatures] Defeature is the ?rivqtive of feature. Th~ 
meaning is, time hath can~e lled my features. ~J ANSON. 

• D.feature is, I think, alteration oj feature, 'Irks oj d<j~rmity. So, 
In our author's Pen,., and .AMni. : I' 

" --to cr9fs the curious W.ol~"t.£.j'tl--- 5t'nature, , __ 
" To mingle beauty with ipfiqnitiec, . j 

" And PU(~ pcrfe~jon with i1nPW.(; defeatu"," MALON!: , 

S .lEgI' 
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C'OMEDY OF ERRORS •. 
JEge. 'Dromio, nor thou? 
D.!JIE. No" ruft me, fir, nor 1. 
~e. 1 4 re, thou doft. 
Dro. E. J , fir! but I am fl1r~, ·r .do not; and what_ 

(oever a mal', denies, you are now bound to believe him"" .. 
_ .£ge. No! know my voice~ 0, time's exu-emity ! 
Han thou fo rack'd and fplitted my poor tongue", 
In feven iliort years, that here my ~mly fan 

. .iCnows not 'my feeble key of untun'd cares? 
Though now this grained face 9 of mine be hid 
In fap-confuming winter's drizled fnow, 
And all the conduits of my blood froze up; 
Yet hath my night of life fume memory, 
My wafting lamps fome fading glimmer left;a 
My dull deaf ears a little .oCe to hear: 
All thefe old witneffes 1 (I cannot err) 

- 'reV me, thou art my fon Antipholus. 
':111t . e. 1 never faw my father in my fife . 
.£ge. But feven years fince, in Syracufa, bOY7 

Thou know'ft, we parted : but, perhaps, my fon, 
Thpu iliam'ft to acknowledge me in mifery. 

_ 4111t. E. The duke, and all that know me in the ,city. 
Can witnefs with me that it-is not fo; , 
1 ne'er faw Syracufa in my life. . 

Duke. I tell thee, Syracufan, twenty yeat~ 
Have ~ been patron to Antipholus, . 
Dur~ which time he ne'er faw Syracufa: 
1 fef~ ~hy age and dllngers make thee dote. 
Er. 'er Abbefs, withANTIPHOL us SyracufanandDR.OMIO 

Syracufan • 
.. 1bb. Moll: mighty Duke, h,ehold a man much wrong'd. 

(All gathtr tofte him • 

.. ~ you ILrt no'W bound to bl/iew hi",. J Dromio is frill quibbling on 
t.is favourite ropick. See p. 198. MALON'!:. ' 

9 _ tbi, grained f~i! i. e. furrow'do like the grain of ~uood. SO, 
in Cori,lanus: "-m), r;ra;",d alit." ST!:EV!:N S.. . 

I All theft old 'Wi1, ' eJ!es- By ./d ~uitntJfos, I believe, he means 
• 'peri,need, accujJoIN'a ' ,. are therefore lefs likely to err. So, 

the '['empejJ : 
," If thefe be tTlHjpies that I wear in Illy heali"_ SrIEvENs. 

, 0 t ' , .lldr. 
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Ad,.. 1 fee two hufbands, or mine eyes deceive me. ' 
Du~t. One (}f thefe men i5 Genius to I·b,e fher 

And fo of thefe: Which is the natural rna .. J 

And which the fpirit? Who deciphers themt 
Dro. S. I, fir, am Dromio; command hi ' away. 
Dro.E. I, fir, amDrom~o; pray, letm fray. 
Ant •• '), lEgeon, art thou not,? or elfe hi ghoft? 
Dro. S. 0, myoid mafter! who hath bound him here? 
Abh. Whoever bound him, I wiIlloofe his bonds, 

And gain a hulband by his liberty :
Speak, old lEgeon, if thou betft the man 
That hadft a wife once caU'd 1Emilia, 
That bore thee at a hurden two fair fons : 
0, if thou be'ft the fame 1Egeon, fpeak, 
And fpeak unto the fame lEmilia ! 

./Ege. If I dream not'" thou art 1Emilia; 
If tho\1 art fhe, tell me, where is that fan 
That floated witn thee on the fatal raft! 

Ab/'. By men of Epidamnum, he, and r, 
And the twin Dromio. all were taken up ; 
But, by and by, rude fifhermen of Corinth 
By force tOQk Dromio, and my fan from them, 
And me they left with thofe tlf Epidamnum: 
What then became of them, I cannot teU ; 
I, to this fortune that you fee me in. 

Duke. Why, here begins his morning fiory right : 
Thefe two Antipholus's, thefe two fo like, 
And thefe two Dromios, one in femblance 3,_ \; 
Be/ides her urg~n~ of her wr~~k at fe~ 4 1-

Thefe 
S If I dream 1101,-] In the old copy this fpeech of Egeon, ami the 

lubfequent one of the Abbefs, follow the fpeech of the Duke, be. 
,inning with the words-" Why, here" &c. The tranfpolition was 
fuggefied by Mr. Steevens. It [eareely requires any juitiJiea rion. }Egeoll's 
:lnfwer to .iBmilia'. adjuration would neceifarily immediately fueceed to 
it. Befides, as Mr. Steevens has obferved, as thefe {peeches ftand in 
the old copy, the Duke comments on }Emilia-\'.rwords before ihe has 
uttered them:. The flight change now made rerVIers the whole : lear. 

• MALO N}: 
J _ ftmblana,] Is here a tri (y llabC?'-"lV.:\:~)lIl:. ' 
4 - of her -wreck at Jta,-l I fufpea th;(' a line following thi~ has " 

peen loft; the import of which was, that Tbeft cir(um./!(lN(~1 all con-
, furrl~ 
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COMEDY OF ERRORS. 
Thefe are the parents to thefe children, 
WhWt ac -ide" ally are met together. 

I A~hoh. au cam'ft from COfinth firft. 
Ant. S. 0, fir, not I; I came from Syracufe. 

201 

Duke. Say, ftand apart; I know not which is which. 
II> Ant. E. l came from C091!th, my moft gracious lord. 

Dro. E. nd I with him. 
Anf. E. ' rought to this town by that moft famous war

\rior, 
Duke l\fenaphon, your moft renowned uncle. 

Adr'J 'Which of you two did dine with me to-day 1 
..- . Ant/.~. I, gentle miftrefs. 

:Adr. And are not you my hulband! 
AnI'. E. No, I fay, nay, to that. 
Ant. S. And fa dO'I, yet did lhc call me fa; 

And this fair gentlewoman, her flfter here, 
:Qid call me brother :-What I told you then, 

'1 hope, I lhall have leifure to make good; 

~ 
If this be not a dream, I fee, and hear. 

Ang. That is the chain, fir, which you had anne. 
' Artt.S. I think it be, fir; I deny itilot. 

Am. E. And you, fir, for this chain arrefied me. 
Ang. I think, I did, fit j I deny it not. 
Ad,' . I fent you money, flf, to be your bail, 

By Dromio; but I think, he brought it not. 
Dro. E. No, none by me. 

III . S. This purfe of ducats I receiv'd from you, 
I nd Dromio my man did bring them me: 
1 fee, we fiill did meet each other's man, 
And I was ta'en fo. him, and he for me. 
And thereupon thefe Errors are arofe. 

Alit. E. Thefe ducats pawn I for my father here. 
Dzrke. It lhall not need, thy father hath his life. 
Cour. Sir; I muf!: have that diamond from you • 
.;lilt. E. There, take it; and much thanks for my good 

cheel r ' 
cur"d to pro'Vt-that There were the parents &c. The line which I 

" (uppofe to have bee I!. ,), he following one, beginning perhaps with 
the fame word, the iffion might have been occalioned by the com. 
f .ofitar 's eye glanting from ane to the orhor. MA LON l:. 
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ERROR S. 
Ahh. Renowned duke, vouchfafe to take the pain. 

To go ",hh us into the abbey here, j'.~1 
And hear at large difcourfe~ all .our fortunes ' . 
And all that are affembled In thls place, ' 
That by this fympathized one day's error 
Have fuffer'd wrong, go, keep us company, 
And we !ball make full fatisfahion.- I 

Twenty-live years S have I but gone in travai 
Of you, my fons; nor, till this prefent hour 0, r 
My heavy burdens are delivered:- , 
The duke, my hulband, and my children both, 
And you the calendars of their nativity, 
Go to a goffip's feaft, and go with me; 
After fo long grief fUell nativity 7 ! 

Duke. With all my heart, I'll goffip at this feaLL 
[Exeunt Duke, Abbefs, .iEGEON, Courtezan., 

M·erchant, ANGELO, and Attendol1ts. I 

Dro. S. Mafter, {hall I fetch your ftuff from {hip-board r 
.Allt. E. Dromio, ,,,hat fluff of mine haft thou embark'd! . 
Dro. S. Your goods, that lay at hoft, fir, in the Centaur . 
.Ant. S. He fpeaks to me; I am your malter, Dro.mio ; 

Come, go with S; we'll look to that anon: .. 
Embrace thy brother there, rejaice with h!m. 

[Extu?1t ANTIPHOLUS S. a?1dE. ADR.andLuc. 
Dro. S. There is a fat friend at your malter's houfe, 

That kitchen'd me for you to-day at djnner ; 
She now {hall be my lifter, not my wife. . 

Dro. E. Methinks, you are myglafs, and notinybroth~: 
I fee by you, I am a fweet-faced youth. .. 

5 Twenty-five y",rs-] The old copy reads-ihirty-thr-4e; The 
.. mendation, which is Mr. Theobald 's, is (upported by a pailage in the 
ilirlt Act-My J'Olll1geJt boy-At lighwn years &c. compared with ano.
ther in the prefentAct-ButJeven years fillce &c. MALONE. 

6 _ nor, till this rtfent hour,] The old copy reads--and till_ 
The emendation \"Ias made by Mr. Theobald. Burden, in the next 
line, Wa$ corrected by the editor of the fecond foli,,~ MALONE. 

1 After F lon~ grief Juch nativity!l We Ihouldf.'furely read-Cuch 
feftivity. NatiVIty lying fo near, and tile termination being the fame of 
both words, the miitake Was eafy. ro/!~_-., 

The old reading may be right. She ha ·Ju'ff d, that to ker, h~r 
!:)ns w~rc not born till now. ST£l: V£lU. 

Will' 



COMEDY OF ERRORS.' 
Will you walk in to fee their goffiping? 
llr~S. Not fir; you are my elder. 
~. E. rl '-a quell:ion: how !hall we try it ? 

, Dro. S. '" e'll draw. cuts for the' {enio.r: till then, lead 
thou firft. 

\\Ie came in the world, likt brother and brothet; 
Dro. E. J~Y' then thus: 

And now let: go hand in hand, not one before another·. 
[Exeunt; 

S In thi comedy:we lind more intricacy of plot than diIHncHon of 
charaaer ; and our attention is lefs forcibly engaged, becaufe we can 

.--iuef. in , at meafure how the denouement will be brought about. Yet 
tb!Vo feenl, unwilling to part with his fubjeCl:, even in this lall and 
unnecefiit!1 fcene, where the fame miftakes are cOlltinued, till their 
power of afiording entertainment is entirely loft. STltltVItNS. 

The long doggrel verfes that Shakfpeare has attributed in this play 
to the two Dromios, are written in that kind of metre which waa 
ufIMlly attributed by the dramatick poets before his time, in their co
b-.lck pieces, to fome of their inferior charaCl:ers; and this circum{bncc: 
i. one of many that authorize us to place the preceding- comedy, as 
well as Love's Lilbour's Loft, and 'fbt 'Taming of tb. SbrnlJ, -(where the: 
fame kind of verfification is likewife found,) among our author's earlien: 
p rc'~uCl:ions; compored probably at a time when he was imperceptibly 
inteCl:ed with the prevailing mode, and before he had completely learned. 
" to deviate boldly from the comblon , track." • As thefe early piece!;> 
are now not eaftly met with, J thall fubjoin a few extratb from Comt" 
(If them; 

L 1 :K ~ W 1 L L TO L 1 IC ]t. 

I568• 

" Royft. If your name to me you will declare and thovre; 
" You may in this matter my mind" the (ooner knowe. 

"'ToJ. Few wordes are beft am0l\g freends, this is true, 
" Wherefore I !ball briefly thow my name unto you. 
" Tom Tofpot it is, it need not to be painted, 
.. Wherefore I with Raife Roiller D;luJl needs be acquainted." k<. 

C 0 14 14 0 N S CON D J T JON ,. 
'\, 

[About 1570;] 

" Shift. By gogs bl " .. : • jIIaifters, we were not befr longer here' t. 
{bie. '. 

" I thinll.e was o!:VCt ~th a trartie kJlavc bef~re this dale. [E;t. Ambo. 
If CQlla. 



COMEDY OF ERRORS, 1"1 
It (;;",,1. Are lhe; all gone ~ Ba, ha, well far~.!d Shift a necde ~ 

"' By his woundes had I not devifed fbis, I had '!'fa: • lin dee , II 
~, Tinkers, (qd you) cinke me fl<I tiJ)kes; I'll meddl~ with them no 

: more; I 

" I thinke was nev,"r knave fa ufed by " companie o~ nkers before. 
« By your leave I'll be fo bolde a, to looke about me lid (pie, . ~ 
., Leaf/:;lDY ~aves for my corning down in ambufit d llie • 
•• By your licence I minde hot to prt:~che longer in t IS tree, 
" My tinkerJy flaves are packed h!nce, as farre jlS 1 maif fee." &c. 

\ 
PR.O M 0 SAN DCA S S 1\ N D It A. l' 

1578• .\ '-
" The wind is yl blows no man's gaine; for cold I neede n(, ... :tate, 

" Here is nine and twentie futes of apparel for my fitar~ , 
" And fome, berlady, very good, for fo ftandeth the cafe, 
" As neither gentleman nor other Lord Promos flleweth any grace; 
" But I marvel much, poore lIaves, that they are hanged fo foone, 
" They were wont to ftaye a day Or two, now fcarce an afternoone.·J ~ ~ 

T K r; T H II. :£ E LAD /.1: SO}' LON 00 N. 

ISS4' 
" You think 1 am going to market to buy roft meate, do ye not? 

. , I thought {o, but you are deceived, for 1 wot what I wot: 

.. I am neither going to the butchers, to buy vea!e, mutton, or beefe, 
" But I am going to a bloodfucker, and who is it? faith U{urie, th~t 

theele." 

Tlli: CO:8L!:R' S PROJ'If)!;CY, 

1594' 
" ~oth Nkenefs tn Newfangle, thou art (uch a Jacke, 

" That thou devi{eft fortie fathioDs for my ladie's backe. 
e, And thou, quoth ht, art fa pofldst wi th everie frantick toy, 
er That following of my ladie 's humour thou doll: make her to'l l 
" For once a day fot f.fition-fake my lady mutt be ficke, 
c. No tlleat but mutton, or at moft the pinion of a chicke : 
.. To-day her owne haire beft becoll)es, which yellow is as golil, 
.. A periwig is better for to-morrow, blacke to behold: 
" To-day in pumps and cheveril gloves to walk 'Hfe will be bolci, 
.. To-morrow c"Res and countenance, for feare of catching cot.!: 
" Now is the ba\ef .. ft to be feene, ftraight on her muller goes; 
.. Now is fite hu/ti: up to the crowne, ' ~lt;. uQed to the no(e ." , 

See alfo GammtrGllrtcn's Ntedlc, Damoll and Pythias, &1:. MhLOlt;J: , 
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Per[ons R epre[ented!J 
.- ~~ 

DOll Pe~ro, Prince if Arragon. ' 

Claudio, a young Lord of Florence, Favourite fa' ~on Pedro • 
.Benedick, a young Lord if Padua, fa~oured Ii 'e'Wife f,~ 

DonJohn, his Ballard Broth"r. . . ~r 

Don Pedro. . 
Leonato. Governor of Meffina. I ' .~ Ii) 
Antonio, his Brother. • , 
.Balthazar, Servant to D~n Pedro. 
Borachio } F II D t 

C d ' 0 o'Wers of all J01111 . onra e, 
Dvogberry, ~ t'Wo fdolifo Ojiarf. 

erges, ! 
A Sexton-, 
A Friar. 
A Boy. 

Hero, Daughter to Leonato. 
Beatrice, Niece to Leonato. 
Margaret } I . Urfubt. ' Gent t'Women attendwl on Hero. 

Mtj[el1gerJ. Watch, and A tteltdnnif. 

seE N E, Meffina. 

o · 

I 



It 
A ~\.,. T 1. seE N E I. 

~~ Befo.re Leonata's Houft. " " . 
E'lter LE~'N A TO, HE RO, BE A T R I eE, alII' O,'urs, 'Willi 

.f a Meffenger. 

11 • 'i,.learn in this ktter, that pon Pedro of Arragon 
(orne ~..q"ighc co Melliua. 

Meff. m is, very near by this; he was not three league9 
()ff when I left him. 

Leon. How many gentlemen have you loft in thisaetion ~ 
..... "!t1tjf. But few of any fort~, and none of name. 

~ The /lory is from Ariofto, Ott. Fu1'. B. V. PoP~. 
It is true, as Mr. Pope has obferved, that fomewhat reCembiing the 

Dory of this pl"y is to be found in the fifth book of the Orlando Furiofo. 
In Spenfer's Faery ~een, B. ii. c.4. as remote an original may be 
traced. A novel, howcv{'1l, of )lelleforeft, copied from another of 
llandello, feems to have furnilhed Sh.kipeare with his fable, as it ap
proaches nearer in all its particulars to the play "efore us, than any 
other performance known to be extant. I have feen fo many vertions 
from this once popular coUeaion, that I entertain no doubt but that a 
great majority of the taJes it comprehends, have made their appearance 
in al1"Englifh drefs. Of that particular ftory which I have juft men
tioned, viz . the 18th hiftory iJJ the third volume, no tranllation h~ 
hitherto been met with. 

This play was entered at Stationers' Hall, Aujt. 2.3, 1600. 'lTEEV. 

Ariofto is continually quoted for the fable of Much Ado about Nothmg; 
hut I f!>fpea our poet to have been fati,lied with the Gtneura of Turber
vjlle. " The t ale (faysHarington) is a pre tie comical matter, and hath 
bin written in E"Klijh verfe fome few ye~rs pail, learnedly and with 
~ood grace, by M. George Turbervi l." Arioflo, fol. 159 1, p. 39. 

FARMER. 
L fuppofe thi s comedy to have been written in 1600, in which year it 

was printed. See An Atumpt to afcert«in the order of Shallfpeare'. pla.ys, 
Vol.1. MALONE • 

• .. . ~ - of any for t, ] i. e. kina. Sort, in our author's age, was 
. [tm ufed for high rank, (fee p. 2;08.) but it feem s from the context t() 
llave here the f.m~ u,ni/ication as .t pre(ent. M A I.Ol>E. 

LWI. 

/ 



108 M U C HAD 0 "'\ 
Leon. A victory is twice itfelf, when the atchie\itl'- 14 

brings home full numbers. 1 find here, ~3.t Don et!ro /' 
hath beftowed much honour o.n a young FIOr&t:ine, c '''d j 

Claudio. • I 
MeJ!. Much deferved ou his part, and equa Iy remern

ber'd by Don Pedro: He ha~ borne himfeIf Jeyond the" 
promife ff his age; doin~, in the figure of f lamb, the 
feats of a Hon: he hath, wdeed, better bettet'd e:voecta
tion, than you muil: expect of me to t~ll you ho ': -

Lem. He hath an uncle here in Meffina wi! ' be very 
much glad of it. , ' 

Mejf. I have already delivered him letters, all there 
appears much joy in him; even fo much, thatljoy ~u'td 
not fi1ew _itfelf modeft enough .. without a b;v.i.~ -of bit
ternefs 3. 

Leo11. Did he break out into tears? 
MeJf. In great meafure. ,0 ' 

Leon. A kind overflow ofkindnefs: There aTe no faces:>" 
truer 4 than thofe that are [0 wafu'd. How much better 
is it to weep ar joy, than to joy at weeping? 

Deat. I pray you, is fignior Montanto return'd S from 
th~ wars, or no ? 

MeJf. I know none of that name, lady; there was none 
fuch in the army of any fort 6. 

Leon. What is he that you afk for, niece? 
Hero. My coufi.n means lignior Benedick of Padua. 

3 _ joy could not jhtW itfe!f ",.dcjl enougb, wilbout a badge oj bil
ternef"] This is an idea which Shakfpcarc (eems to have been delighted 
to introduce. It occurs again in Mac.[;etb : 

" --my plenltou, joys 
" Wanton in /1111"1', feek 10 hid, fhe"'felvCI 
" In drop, of forrow." STi:EV:ENS. 

A badg. being the diftinguifhing ",ark worn in our author's time ·by 
the fervants of noblemen, &c. on the ileeve of their liveries, with hi' 
ufual licence he employ~ the word to fignifya mark or tokon in general. 
So, in Macbeth: 

"Their hands and faces were a]] badg'dwith blood." MA l. ONE • 

... -no faces truerl That is, none bOl1cj1er, none merejin«r •. 
• JOHNSON. ~ 

S - is jignio,. Montanto rcrur,,'d - , in the Merry Wi"""s of"~ 
Windfor: "- thv revede, tllY dlltance, thy O1/ontant." STE:EVENS. <til 

" - of an; fort:] i. e, of a,,>, '{ualil] abo",. lb. flm",qn. WAS BuR T. 

Mejf. 
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lJlijf-h." he's return'd; and as pleafant as ever he ,vas. 
B~. Ht: fet,..tfp"'JtJ.is bills 7 here in Meffina, and chal. 

Ieng'Cd Cupid at the fligh~ ': and my.uncle's fool, read. 
ing the chalk~e, fubtcnbed for CupId, and challenged 
him' at the b~ d-bolt 9._1 pra] you, how many ' hath he 
kllll'd and eat n in thefe wars? But how many J;tth he 
kill'd r for, ill! eed, I promifed to eat all of his killing. 

Leon.""Faith, niece, 'you tax fignior Benedick too much; 
but he'll be"'!lleet with you I, I doubt it not, 

Meff. lie hath done good fervice, lady, in thefe wars. 
Beat. You had muftr victual, and he hath holp to eat 

it: M;!r'a v.~y valiant trencher-man, he hath an excellent 
ftomacI'h ~'"' . 

Mijf. And a good foldier too, lady. ./ 
B,at. And;,. good foldier to a lady;-But what is he 

to a lord r 
,.' M"ej[. A lord to a lord, a man to a man; ftufPd with 
all honour~ble virtues~. 

Beaf. 
7 lit Itt up hit hillt &c. J Beatrice means, that Benedick publi/hed a 

~eneral challenge, like a prize-fighter. So, in Nanle's Havt with you t.· 
Saffron Waldtn &c. J 596: .. - Imiftg up bill. like a bearwarcl or fencer. 
what fights we /hall have, and what weapons /he will meet me at," 

, STIIEVENS. 

5 -,-cballtnged Cupid at the Right: J To challenge at the fiigbt, was 
a challenge to /hoot with 'Ill arr.w. }<"/ight means an arrow. STEJ:V. 

The fi.igbt, which in the Latin of the middle ages was <:alled ft.Oa. 
Was a ii!et arrow with nnrroW feathers., ufually {bot at rovers. See 
Blount'S ARCitnt 'Tmures, p.64, edit. 1679' MALONE. 

9 - ilt tbe bird-bolt.l A bolt feems to have been a gencral, though 
not an unlverfal, term For an arrow. See Min/heu's DiEi. in v. 'Che 
word is /till- ufed in the common proverb, " A fool's bolt is foon /hot."" 
That particular fpecies of arrow which WaS employed in lci,Ujq, bird" ' 
was·t alled a bird-bolt. MALONE. ' 

The bird-bolt is a /hO(C ~hick arrow without point, and {preaain, at 
the extremity fa much, as to leave a flat furface, about the breadth of 
a /hilling. Such are to this day in ufe to kill rooks with, and arc /hot 
from actors-bow. STEEV::N5. • ' ...... 

1 -b.'11 b. mftf 'luitby.u,] This is a verycornmonexpreffion In the 
counties, and lignifies "he'll he y../r mllrch, he'/I he t~·tl1 wirb ii ' 

STEEVI!NS. . .. ' ..... /.., 
'! . a ..... ftuft"d 'With,1I1I h.llo/lraU. virtutt.] Stuff'd, in this 61ft In!bnce; 
fl as no' ridiculous meaning. Mr. Edwards oblerves, that Mede, in his 
Djre.ur!es .~ S"jpt/lrt, fpeaking of Adam, fays, "-he whom God 
VOl.. 1I. P l!ad 

I' 



M' U d HAD <r ZIO .' 

Btat. It . s fo, i ndeed; he)s no lefs than a fiulf man : ~ l 
bllt for the fl:uffing,-well, we .are all ~ J~ •• 

LeDn. You mutt not, {ir, nuftake my mece: there ,s a 
kind of merry war betwixt lignlor BellCdiCkf,d her: th,ey 
never meet, but there 's a Ikirmifil of w~t be ween them. 

B ealt Alas, he gets nothihg by that. lour laR: COI'
fliet, four of his five wits "'went halting 0 , and now is 
the whole man govem'd with one ; <fa that if lie nave wit 
enough to keep himfelf warm, let him bear~t for a dif~ 
Ference 5 ' between himfelf and his horfe; for it\is all the 
we_alth that he hath left, to be known a reafonaqle crea~ 
ture.-Who is his comllanion now 1 he hath c;.fe QIlOnth 
a new fworn brother. / ' 

MeJ!. Is it pollible 1 . 
Beat. Very eafily pollible; he wears his faith 6 but as 

the falbion of his hat, it ever chAnges with the next ... 
block~. • ..... 

MtJ!. I ~ee, .lady, the gentleman is not in your books s. 
Beat. 

had fluffid wish fo many excelleDt quidities~' Edwards's MS. Ai_in, 
in the Winter's 'Iille : 

" ---whom you know 
" Of ftujf'd f'fifici,nc,),'" Sn:IIV1tNS . 

3 - he is no Iif: thiln a Rull"d man: but for the !iuffing,-well, 'We 
.re all mo'tal., Beatrice Rarts an idea at the words jiujf'd man; And 
prudently cheCks herfclf in the purfuit of-it. Ajiujf'J ,,'an waG one ~f 
the many cant phrafes for a cuckold. FARMER. 

+ - j.lJr oj his five 'Will-l In our author' s time 'Wit wa~the gc~ 
neral term for intelleCl:ual po~rs. The ""i ts teem to have been rec . 
koned five, by analogy to the five fenfes, or the five inlets of ideas • . 

JOHNSO N. 

S - if h. havt'lvit.tnough to !mp himftlf\Vftrm~ I.t him b'dr it fir a 
<Iifterence fd c. ] Sucb' a one bps wit enough t. keep bimfilJ 'l&Qrm, is a 
proverbial expreffion. To bear any thin.!: for a difference, is a term in 
heraldry, So, in Hamltt, Ophelia fays: "-you may wear yours with 
a d/!f:.,cnce. STLEV.£NS . · ! 

- he 'Wedn hi. iaith-] Not religious profeffion, but pr~j1Jion if 
friendjhip. W ARBUR TON, 

7 - with the ne;ct block.] A block is the mould on whidl a hat is 
formed. The old writers fOl!}elimes ufe the word block, for the h. 
I:ftlf. ST EEVENS . • • 

8 _ tb. gmtl,man is not in your books.] This is a phrafe ufed,. ' 
believe, by more than under/hnd it. 'Io be in QfI"S books is t. b, in cr.e', 
cOllicils ., will, t. be ,a1ll0flgfriendsfttd''IIJ/tforlrgac~cs. JOHN SON. 

I rathel 
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B,tt. No: an he were, I would h.urn my ftudy. But. 
I PJIy you, who IS rus companion 1 Is there no young 
fquarer 9 nOw, that will make a voy~ge with him to ;he 
devil? . 

Mif. He ~s moil: in the 60mpany of the right noble 
tlaudio. ' 

iJ,at 010 d ! he.wil1 hang upon him like It difeafe : 
he is ?ooner caught than the peftilence, and the taker runs 
prefently m-ad. God help the noble Claudio I if he have 
caught the Benedick .. it will coft rum a thoufand pound 
ere he b~ -cured. 

lV1 .. ./[. I ~'ll hold friends with you, lady. 
Beat: 'i}i, od friend. 
Leon. y~.l' 1 ne'er run mad, niece. 
Btat. No, not till a hot January. 
¥if. Don Pedro is approach'd. 

I rather think that the) booRs alluded to, are memorandum:books. 
li;"e the vifiting-books of the prefent age. It appears to have been 3n
,iently the cuftom to cbronjcle tbe Jmall beer of every occurrence, whe
die, literary or dome/He, in Tablt.bookl. 

It fuould Ceem from the following parrage in the Tam;"g if fb, Shrt'W, 
that this phrafe might have Olll:in~ted from the Herald's OJlin: 

" A herald, Kate! oh, put me in Ihy boo*, I" 
After all, the folJowing note in one of the Harleiall MSS. No. 847, 

may be the beft i11uftrat~on : 
" W. C. to Henry Fradlham, Gent. the owener of this book' 

II" Some write their fantaCles in verfe 
" In tbtire bookes where they friendlhippe ihewe, 
" Wherein oft tymes they doe rehearCe 
" The great good will that they do owe, Sec." STU:VJ:"S. 

'To be in a man's booAs originally meant, to be in the lift of his rt~ 
ta,;;!e". Sir John Mandevile tells us, "aile tbe'mynll:relles that c011?ell 
befo re the great Chan ben wj.tholden with ,him, as of his houlhold, and 
entred in his boo;cs, as for his own «I1en. " F '\RM1!R. 

A JU'V(llIt and a io'Ver, in Cupid's Vocabulary, were fynonymous. 
Hence perhaps tbe pbrafe-to be in a ptrfo,,'1 boo*s-was applied equally 
to the lover and the menial attendant. MALON1!. . 

9 -young ('1uartr-] A !'Iuartr I take to be a cholericle, quarrd~ 
fome fellow, for in this fen!e Shakfpeare ufes the word to iquart. . So, 

' ""n the MidJummer Night' . Dr~'i.m, ~ fiid of Oberon and Titania, that 
• tLt) never mm but tbey fquare. 'lro the fenfe may be, Is tbere no hot~ 
.'blooded }outh Iblll ~lJ i/l Atep him COmpaIl} tbrough all bis mad pranis' 

'. }OKNUN. 

P z Enter 
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Enter DOff PED RO, attmded l>y BA LT H«"'ZA R. ami ot 
Don JOH N, CLAUDIO, and BENJiD l CK. 

D. Pedro. Good Signior Iueonato, you are come to meet 
your trouble: the ~alhion 0 the world . is io avoid cof~ 
and YOu encounter It. / 

Leon. Never came trouhle to my.houfe in tWikenefs 
of your grace; for trouble being gone, comfort 'lhollid 
remain; but, when you depart from me, for/ow abides, 
and happinefs takes his leave. 

D. Pedro. You embrace your charge 1 too wil~i,ngly.-I 
think, this is your daughter. . r {"'. 

Leo?1. Her mother hath many times told , .. ~. (' . 
Bene. Were you in' doubt, fir, that you alk.'d her? 
Leon. Signior Bene.dick, no; for then were you a c.:hild. 
D. Pedro. You have it full, Benedick: we may guef§ by 

this what you are, being a man. Truly, the lady fnhers .• 
herrelP :-Be-Jl:appy, lady ~ for 10U are like an honour
able father. 

Eme. If fignior J ... eonato be her father, lhe wouldJ1ot 
have his head on her lhouldeFs for all Meffina, as like him 
as the is. ' 

Beat. I wonder, that you wiH frill be talking, fignior 
Benedick; no body marks you. 

Bene. What, my dear lady Difdain ! ate you yet living ~ 
lJeat . Is it pollible, difdain lhould die, .while fut hath 

fuch meet food to feed it, as fignior Benedick ~? Courtefy 
itfelf ~uft convert to difdain, if you come in t,er prefence. 

Bene. Then is courte[y a turn-coat :-But ir is certain, 
I ilm loved of all ladies, only you excepted; and I would 

• - i"" rbargc-] That is, Yqllr burtben, your incumbrance. 
. JOHNSO )l. 

~ T,ruly, rb. lady fatbers berfoiJ ~] j 

Sit fUG limili. patri 
M'anlio, et facile infciis 
Nofcitetur.b omnibus -
Et pudicitiam fu.a-.. 

. Matri. indicet ore. tfli. 57. MALONE. • • 

; - futh mu r food to f,td it, asfignior B."tdi,k f] A kindred tooughf; 
Dccurs 10 Coriolanul, Aa II. fe. i: ., Our very prieft. mllff become 
",t<~cu, if th!y cncountCl' fuch ridiculous fubjech as you are." STI: E v. 

I caul 
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I cOllI find in my heart that I had not a hard heart; fol', 
t.rul~, I love no~. 
~eat. A. dear happinefs to women' ; they would elfe 

have been troubled with a pernicious [uitor. I thank 
God, and my cold blood, I am of your humour for that; 
l had rather. hear my dog ltark at a crow, thaf a m'an 
fwe:1r he 10 rS me. 

Benr:-God keep ,.aur lady!hip ftill in that mind! fo 
fame gentJ.eman or other !hall '[cape a predefiinate 
[cratch'd face. ' 

Blat. Scratchin~ could not make it worfe, an 'twere 
{uch a face as yours were. . 

Bene. 11, you are a rare parrot-teacher. 
B eat. ~ . d of my tongue, 1S berter than a beaft of 

yours. 
Bellt. I would, my horfe had the {peed of your tongue; 

an~ [0 good a continuer: But keep your way 0 ' God's 
• name ; I have done. , 

Beat . You always end with a jade's trick; I know you 
{)f old. • 

·D. Pedro. Thisis tliefum of all: L'eon'ato,-ligniorClau
,dio, and IigniQr Benedick,-;-my dear friend Leonato hath 
invited you all. I tell him, we jhall ftay here at the leaf! 
a month; and he heartily prays, fome occafion may de
tain us longer : I dare fwear he is no hypocrite, but prays 
from his heart. 
L~n. 1£ you [wear, my lord, you fuall not be forfworn. 

-Let me bid you welcome, my lord : being reconciled 
to the prince your brother, lowe you all duty. 

D. John. I thank you 4: I am not of many words, -but 
I t~ank you. 

Leon. Pleafe it your grace lead on 1 
D. Pedro .. Your hand, Leonato; we will go together. 

[Exeunt ali hut BEN II D l C K and C L A t1 D 10. 

Claud. Benedick, did!! thou note the daughter ,of fig-
llior Leonato ? ' 

' .A Bille. I noted her not; but look'd on#er .. . , 
" 4- I thank you:] The poet has judiciouDy marked the gloominefs of 

Don John 's charaCler, by makin& him averfc to the COIlllDon '[arm' of 
civjli ty. Sir J. HAWICUU. ' , 

" "' Clard. 



%1+ MUCH ADO . \ 
Claud. Is fhe not a modeft young lady r ' 
Bellc. Do you queftion me, a~ an honeJl: man /ho :d do~ 

for my fimple true judgment 1 or would you have me (, k 
after my cuftom, as being a profelfed tyrant to their fex l 

Claud. No, I pray thee, f~eak in fober judgment. 
Bene. Why, i'faith, methinks file is too l~w for a higl}, 

praife, too brown for a fair praife, and too little for a 
great praife: only this comm'endatiQJl I cari af*d, her; 
that were {he ot)ler than {he is, the' were u¥andfome ; 
and being no other but as the is, I.do not like her. 

G/aud. Thou think'ft j I am in fport; I pray thee, tell 
me truly how thou likeft her. ,., 

llme. Would you buy her, that you enquire l1fter her? 
Claud. Can the world buy filch a jewel? ,,~ 
B ene. Yea, and a cafe to put it into. But fpeak YOIl 

this with a fad brow? or do you play the flouting Jack 5 ; 

to tell us Cupid is a good h~re-finder 6, and V ulean a rare 

s - tbejlQ}iting Jack;] Jock, in our author's time, I know-not 
'WhJ, Was a term of contempt. So, in KinE H.~,y IV. P. I. Ad: In : 
.. - the P!ince is a Jack, a fneak-cup," Again~ in the 'Taming of t !:le 
~brt'W: ' 0 

"-rafcalfidler, • 
~t And twangLing Jack, with<{uch 'ilile terms, &c." 

See in Mi11jheu', DiB. 16J7, " A JaCk faucet or faucie Jack." 
See al{o Chaucer's Cant. Tale. , >,er. 14816, and the note, edit. Tyr. 
whitt, MA LONE. 

(; - to ttll u. Cupii is a good hare-finder, &c.] I he!ieve no more u 
meant by thofe ludltrous expreftions than this.-Do you mean" fays 
:Benedick, to amuf~ uS with improbable ftories ? 

An ingenious correfpondent, whore fignature is R. W. eltplains the 
pa1Tage in the'fame fenfe, but more amply. "Do you mean to tell us 
that love is not blind, and that lire will n.ot confume what i. com
bumble ?"_for both thefe propolitions are implied in making Cupid a 
tQod bart-linder, and Vulcan (the God of lire) a good earpe"t". In 
other words, 'Would you cQnvince me, 'Whore opinion Qn this bead is 'Well 
AnIJ'Wn, tbat you can he in t.ve WilhoutJeing blind, a11d con p{(JY ""ith 
the jlame of beauty 'Without heing fcoreh.a? STEE VENS. 

I eltplaln the palfage thus: Do you fcoff and mock in ttlling tIl tbat 
Cupid, 'Who i, b/ird, is a good hare-finaer, which reruires a fluid eye
,light; and that Vulcan, a blackfmitb, i. a rare carpenltr' TOLLET. " . 

After (uch attempts at decent"'t ' ". ti~Jl , I am afraid that he who : 
wilhes to know why Cupid is a goo are-fin-l&, mull: diCeover it by 
the affiftanee of many quibbling alluLons of the {arne fort, about iuriT" ' 
lind boar, in Mercutio's fong in R omeo find Juli.t, Ad: II. COLLI NS . 

carpenter 1 
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t'atfe er? Come, in what key fhall a man take you, to 
go In efong 7 ? 
"Iaud. In mine eye, fhe is the (wee~eft lady that ever r 

looked on.' 
Bene. I can fee yet without fpe&acles, and I fee nO' 

iuch matter: there's her eo~fin, an fhe were not poifefs'd 
with a £ul'y; exceeds her as much in beauty, as tIte firft of 
May dlll'.ll th'e laft o~December. But I hope, ypu have 
no intent to turn huiband; have you? 

Claud. T would fcarce truft myfelf, though I ha.d fW4:lm 
the contrary, jf Hero would be my wife. 

Bene ... I i,'" come °t4:l this, i'faith? Hath not the world 
one man but he will wear his cap with fufpicion 8? Shall 
I never fee\; bachelor of. threelcore again? Go to, i'faith; 
an thou W1U needs thrull: thy neck into a yoke, wear th~ 
print of it, 2nd figh away Sundays 9. Look, Don Pedrj) 
is.return'd. to feek you. . ' 

.Re-enter Dotl PE D RO. 
D .. Pedro. What fecret hath held you here, .'that yod 

followed not to Leonata's? 
• .Bene. I wculd, your grace would eonftr'ain me to> tell • . 
D. Pedro. Icharge thee on thy allegiance. 
B ene. You hear, Count'Claudio: I can be feeret as a 

.dumb man, I w.ould have you think fa; but on Ply alIe· 
giance,-mark you this, on my allegiance :-He is in love. 
With who ?-now that is your grace's part.-Mark., how 
ilio.his anfwer in :-WithHero, Leonato's fhort daughter. 

Claud. 
7 - to go lin th. fong?] i. e. to join wi th you in your fone. S T EX v. 
8 _ 'Wear his cap 'With /ufi'icion 1'] That is, fubject his head ~o tho 

.eifquiet of jealoufy. JOHN SON . 
In the Palace of Plta/ve, 8vo. 1566, P,"33, we have the.following 

patTage: "All they that wear./)ornes, be pardoned to.""eare their Cl1ppet 
."'pon their heads." HENDERSON. 

In Our author's time none but the inferior clatTes Wore ca.!", and f""h 
perfons were termed in contempt fiat.caps. All gentlemen worehalS. 
Perhaps therefore the meaning is, Is there not one man in tbe world pru
.dent enough to keep out o( that ftate where he muftjlive in apprehcnfion 
that his night.cap will be worn oceali ally by another. .so, in Oth,llo: 

" For r fear CaQio wit nzght-cap too." MA LON):. . 
9 _ jigh I1way SundIlJs .] A proverbial expreffion to lignify that a 

man has no reft at all j when Sunday, a day formerly of eafe and di
"erfion, Was paned Co uncomfortably. W,UIII1RTON. 

,l'he allltiioD is molt prub.bly to the /tria maoner inwbich the fab-
..l' + batA 
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Claud. If this were [0, fo were it uttered I. 
Bene. Like the old tale, my lord: it is not " nor 

'twas not fo; but, indeed. God forbid ft fuould be fo 
Claud. If my paffion change not fuortly, God forbid rt 

!hould be otherwife. , 
D. Pedro. Amen, if you 1qye her, for the .lady is very. 

well wo/thy. 
Claud. You {peak this to fetch mejn, my' Ior~ . . 
D. Pedro. By my troth, I fpeak my thought. 
Claud. And, in faith, my lord, I fpoke mirfe. 
Bwe. And. by my two faiths and troths, my lord, I 

fpeak mine. • r 
Claud. That I love her, I feel. 
D. Pedro. That /he is worthy. I know. r, 

Belle. That I neither feel how the fuould e~oved, nor 
know how /he fhoul~ be worthy. is the opinion that fire 
cannot melt out of me; I will die in it at the lI:ake. .. 

D. Pedro . Thou wall: ever an obftinate here tick in the 
defpight of beauty. 

Claud. And never could maintain his part, but in the 
force of his will ,. . 

Bene. That a woman conceived me, I thank her; that 
fhe brought me up, I likewife give her moll. humble 
thanks: but that I will have a recheat winded in my fore
head J, or nang ltIy bugle in an invifible baldrick 4, aU 

women 
bath was obferved by the puri!o"" who ufually (pent that day iryghs 
and gruntingl, and other 'hypocritical marks of devotion. STlt ltVltNS. 

I Claud. If this 'Were Jo, ro ~lJer. it uttered. 1 Claudio, evading at /ir11: 
a confellion of his pallion, tays ; if I had reafly confided fuch a fecrer 
to him, yet he would have blabbed it in thi s manner. In his next 
fpeech, he thinks proper to avow his love; and when Benedick fays, 
God forbi. it jhould be Jo, i. e. God forbid be Ihould even wilh to maHY 
her;, Claudio replies, God forbid I /hould not wilh it. STEltV'ltNS • 

.. - but in the force of hit will.] Alluding to the definition of a he
reticle in the (chools. W ARBURTON. 

3 _ but that J will have a recheat 'Wi~dfd in my f orthlod, J That is, 
1 will 'lIleor a born on my forehead which the hu~tJmon may blo'U'. A 
rtcheate is tbe found by which dog are called back. Shaklpeare had no , 
mercy upon the poor cuckold, ' lorn i all inexha 'ble fubje!t of 
mel'timent. , JOHN SON . • 

A rteheate I S a particular leffon upon the hCIII, to call dogs back from 
the (cent: from the oi<l French w()td reCtI. HAN.IR • 

... - bang my bugll in an u,'VfJible bait/rick,] B"gle, i. c. bugle-horn-
. hunting-
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wornen all pardon me: Becaufe I will not do them the 
wrong miJtrufi any, I will do myfelf the right to truft 
nOM; and theJine is, (for the which I may go the finer,) 
I will live i bachelor. 

D. Pedro. I {hall fee thee, ere 1 dle, look pale with love. 
Bene. With anger, with flfkne{s, or with hunger, my 

l~rd; not with love: prove, that ever I lofe mox! blood 
with l<?ve,. than I wiij get again with drinking, pick out. 
mine eyes with a ballad-milker's pen, and hang me up 
at the door~f a brothel-home for the fign of blind Cupid. 

D. Pedro. Well, if ever thou doft fall from this faith, 
thou wihi.prove a notable argument 5. ' 

B ene . I do, hang me in a bottle like a cat', a.nd 
ilioot at me;' nd he that hits me, let him be elap'd on 
the flloulde and call'd Adam 7. 

D. Pedro. Well, as time {hall try: 
Itl t.jmf the lavage bull doth bear the yoke 8. 

• Bene. The favage bull may; but if ever the fenfible 
Benedick bear it, pluck off fhe bull's horns, and fet them 

bunting-horri. >:rhe meaning teems to be-or that I Jhould be com~ 
pelled to ca.rry any horn th~t J muft wiJh to rem.in iDyifible, and that I 
fuould be afuamed to hang openly >n my belt or baldritk. ]t is /liU fa id of 
the mercenary cuckold, that he carri .. bi, borns in bis podtts. STEIV. 

S -notable argum.nt.) An eminent fubjea forCatire. JOI$NSON. 
" - il1 a bottl. like ~ rat,] As to tL. c~t and bottle, I tan procure no 

better i/lformation than the following, which does not ex.aly fuit with 
the te~. In foml! counties -of England, a cat was formerly clofed up 
with loot in a wooden bottle, (fuch as that ill which /hepherds carty 
their liquor) and was {ufpended on a line. He who beat out the bottom 
as tie ran under it, and was nimble enollgh to cf<;ape its conteuts; was 
legarded as the heloof this inhuman diverfion. STl:l:V~NS. 

To /hQot at a cat in a wooden bottle;wlth its head only vifible, might 
have been one of the cruel (ports of our anceftors; for I find another 
kind of , torment was formerly practifed on this animal, at faira, &c. 
So, in Braithwaite's Stropppdo for tb. Divell, Svo. 16)'5; p. 164: 

" --who'd not thither runne, 
" As 'twere to 'Wbip tb. cat at Abington?" MALONE. , 

, - and 'call'd Adam.' Adam Bell was a noted outlaw, and cel .. 
bratcd for his archery. MALONE • 

.#' Sec Reliiues oJ .dnc. Eng. Pm. I. p. 143 . STIEVJlNS • . 
8 In time tb. Ja'IJage bull dotb ,~ "r ,pe yoke.] This line is taken from 

, the Spani/b Tragedy, or Hi,rof/ymq, &c. 16°5' See a note on the laft 
edit. ofJ5odfley's Old Plays, Vol. XII. p. 387. STUUNS. 

The Spllnijb Trllld, Was written and.o&d before J 593' MAL ON!' . 

~ In 

, 
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in my forehead: and Jet me he vilely painted; an in fuch 
great letters as they wrlte, Here is good, horft to ir.e, let 
'them fignify under my fign,-Here you may fie Benl(J.d 
the marry'd man. • ' 

Claud. If this ihould ever happen, thou would'ft be 
.horn-mad. f • 0 

D. ~dro. Nay, if Cupid bye not {pent all his quiver 
in Venice 9, thou wilt quake for thi,dhortlj. ~ , 

Bene. I look for an earthqilake too then. 
, D, Pedro. Well, you will temporize with t1i.e hours. In 
the mean time, good fignior Beneflick, repair to Leo
nato's; commend me to 'him, and tell him, L. will not 
fail h~ at £Upper; for. indefd, he hath mac!f great pre-
para.tlOn. . / J • 

Bene, I have almoft m~tter enollgh in me4 fur filch an 
cmbaffage; and fa I commit you-

C/aui . To the tuition of God; from my houfe, ,(if I 
had it.)- , . 

D,. Puirt!. The flXth of July; your loving friend, Bene
dick. 

Bme. Nay, mock not, mock not: The body oflDur 
di.fcourfe is fometimes guarded with fragments " an the 
guards are but flightly bafted on neither: ere you flout 
old ends any further, examine your ~onfcience~; and f() 
I leave you. {Exit BIlNilDICK. 

Claud. 
9 -lfCupid wtb",.l jP"'t oll bi • .1uf'fltr j" Venice,] Allllllode.rn 

.... riters agree in reprefentlDg Venice in the (a me light as the ancients 
id Cyprus. And 'it is th.is charaaer_of the peo~e that is here alluded 

, <to. W,(ltBI1I1TON. 

I _guarded 'With f'lI.t""rlts,J Guards were ornamentallates or bor-
,den. STl!I:VJ:NS, ' 

See p. 66, n. 9 , MALON 1:. 

& - ",yoll jI.ut old ends any f u,thtr, exomine yOfJr. ~o,,!ciel1,e; J ReIff. 
~ou, ,nd.vo.r to Jij/i'g-1h y ourfelf /I.'y mOl'e by a.ti'lUII.ICd-alllljions, eX
.Amtne WlHlb" JOu (an ftI;.!J clarm ,bem for J our o'Wn. This, J think, i. 
<the me;o.ning; or it may he undcrftood in another fenfe, Ixc.mine, if 

,~.II' !.artwt(ms do no/ t.u{b~o"rftlJ. · J OHNSON. 

Dr. J ohnfan' s latter explanation is, I believe, the true one, By o~ 
" .d, the fpeaker may mean th elution of letten cemmonly "fed in ' 
-Shakfpeare'!I ime; " From my hou this Ii ... th of July, s.c." So, ill 
-'lbe conclufion of a letter whIch o.1lr author f uppofes 1.ucrete to wrhe: 'I 

" So I tD",meml me f,.m our boufe in grief; 
.. My woes are,te4liout, though IQJ wo,. are brief." 

,See ... 

' I 
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Clall . My liege. your highnefs now may do me good. 
D . drlJ . My love 1S thine to teach; teach it but how. 

A thou {halt lee how apt it is to learn 

ABOUT NOTHING. 

ny hard IHron that may do thee good. 
Claud. Hath Leonato any fon, my lord? 

..l D . f edro. No c,hild but ~ero, {he's his only heir ~ 
1)oft thou a!t"eB: her. ClaudlO l , 

Cla!,d. 0 my lord. 
When you went onward on this ended aaion. 
I look'd upon her with a foldier's eye, 
That lik'd, but bad a rougher taik in hand 
Than tGo,drive liking to the name of love: 
But now Tam return'd, and that war-thoughts 
Have left th. ~ places vacant, in their rooms 
Come thror)ging foft and delicate defircs, 
All prompting me how fair young Hero is, 
Sa)'ing, llik'd her ere I went to ,wars. 

D. Pedro. Thou wilt be like a lover prefently, 
And tire die hearer with a book of words : 
If fhou doft love fair Hero, cheri{h it ; 
ARd I will break withber, and with her father, 
And thou (halt have her: Wa~'t not to this end. 
That thou began'ft to twifr 'fo fine a ftory l 

Claud. How fweedy do you minifter to 1 
That know love's grief by his complexion! 
But left my liking might too fudden feem, 
I WOII11d have falv'd it with a longer treatife. 

D. Pedro. What need the bridge much broader than the 
flood i 

The faireft grant is the neceffity 3 : 

See tb~ Rap. of Lucrtlt, p. 547, edit. 1780, and the note there. 
Old end" however, may refer to the quotation that D. Pedro had 

made from the Spanijh 'Irngtdy. "Ere you attack me on the fubjetl: 
of tove, with fragments of old plays, ex amine whether you are yourfelf 
free from its power." So, King Richard I . 

" Witp odd Did tnds, fto!'n forth of holy writ." MALON.. . 
Barnaby Googe thus ends his dedication to the lir!!: edition of Pari". 

I' lenius, l2mo. 1560: "Anci:- thus cOJnmittyng your Lad i/hip with all 
" ),OUlS to the tuit;'ft of the moli "ful Cod; 1 tnd.. From Staple. 

inne at London, the eighre and [ enty of'March." R Z Z D. 
3 'Ib. fairefl grant ;s tbt nm./fity: 1 No one t an have a better rea(oft 

for IIr ntmll arequc1l thaD the neceffi'ty of its being granted. W ARB. 

Look. 
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Look, ~hat will ferve, is £t: 'tis once, thou 10 
And I will fit thee with the remedy. r 

I know, we fhall have revelling to-night; 
I will aff'ume thy part in rome difguife, 
And tell f,air Hero I am Claudio; , 
And in her horom I'll uncia\,? my heart, , 
And ta e her hearing 1'rifoner with the force 
And fuong encounter of mr amorOIJ# tale: 
Then, after, to her father will I break; ... " 
And, the conclufion is, fhe fhaH be thine: 
In practice let us put it prefently, (Exeunt, 

SeE NEIl. / ' 
. .A Room in Leonato',f Houfi./' fi' 

Enter LEONATO and ANTONIO. 

,.' 

Lton. How now, brother? Where is my coulin, }'bur 
fon? Hath he l'rovided this mufick ? 

Atlf. He is :very bufy about it. But, brother, I can 
tell you ftrange news 'that you yet dream'd not of. 

Leon. -Are they good r 
Ant. As the event ftamps t,hem; but they have a good 

cover, they ow well outward. The prince and Count 
Claudio, w king in a thick-pIe ached alley S in my or
chard. were thus much overheard by a man of mine: The 
prince difcover'd to Claudio, that he loved my niece your 
daughter, and meant to acknowledge it this nightltin a 
-dance; and, if he found her accordant, he meant to take 
the prefent time by the top. and inftantly break with you 
of it. - " 

L eon. 'Hath the fellow any wit that told you this? 
Ant. A good fharp fellow; I will fend for him, and 

queftion him yourfelf. 
;f Leon. No, no; we will hold it as a dream, till it ap
pear itfelf :-bot I will acquaint my daughter withal. that 

4 - once, thou 10"''/1; ] Once has here, '1 believe, the force of-cn« 
l or al/. So, in Corio/anus : " jf he do reouire our voices, we 
ought not to deny him." MALONE. • " 

, 5 -II tbick·pleached alley ] 'Ibirk-plea,bea i5 thi,ckly interwoven. 
STJ:.EVJ;NS. 

the lOt , 
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abe m be the better prepared for an anlwer, jf perad
venture this be tr.ue; Go you, and tell her of it. [S~-

at perfolls (rofi the Jlage here.] Coufins, you know 
what you have to do.-O, I cry you mercy, friend; go 
you with me, and I will ufe your lki1l :-Good coulin, 
Jtave a care this bufy time. • (Exeunt. 

s ~ ENE III. 
-tlnother Room in Leonato's Houft. 

E'lter Din JOM1'/' and CONRADB. _ 

Co». What the good-year 6, my lord) why are you thus 
out of meN"ure fad 1. . 

D. John: 't('here is no meafure in the occafion that 
breeds it, therefore the fadnefs is without limit. 

Con. You fhould hear reafon. 
fJ. John. And when I have heard it, what bleffing 

hringeth it ? 
Con. If not a prefent remedy, yet a patient fulferance. 
D. John. I wonder, that thou being (as thou fay'it 

tltou art) born under Saturn, goeft about to apply a moral 
medicine to a mortifying mifchief. I cannot hide what 
I am 7: I muft be fad when I have caufe, and fmile at no 
man's jells; eat when I have ftomach, 'and wait for no 
man's leifure; fleep when I am drowfy, and tend on no 
luan's bufinefs; laugh when I am merry, and claw no 
mart' in his humour s. 

Con. Yea, but you mult nol m~ke the full fhow of 
this, till you may do it without controlment. You have 
of late frood out a~ainft your brother, and he hath ta' n 
you newly into hlS grace; where it is impoffible you 
ihould take root, but by the fair weather that you make 

6 -good.year,] A corruption of gOlljtres, lues venerea. MALON J!: . 

7 1 <an1l0t hide 'What 1 am:1 This is one of our author's natural 
touche!. An envious and unSOcial mind, too proud to give pleafure, 
and too fullen to recei,·e it, always endeavours to hide its malignity 

" from the world and from itfelf, under the pl.innefs of limple honefty, 
er tJle dignity of haughty indep ." _.~ > JOH NSON. 

ti _ claw 110 man in hu humouT. ] To claw is to flatter. So the pope" 
claw-backs, in bilhop Tewel, are tlie pope>s jlattertrs. The fenCe is the 
fame in the proverb, Mu/u$ mufum fc.oit> JOHN SON. 

yourfelf 
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yourfel f: it is needful that you frame the [earon 
own harveil:. 

. r 
• f 

D. Jobn. I had rather be a canker in a hedge, tha L I'l 

rofe in his grace 9; and it better fits my blood to be dif
dain'd of all, than to falhion a carriage- to rob love from 
any: i~ this, though I cannt;t be [aid to be a flatterin~ 
honett man, it muil: not be deny'd but 1 am allain-dealing 
villain. I am trufted with a muz£le, an infranchif~d 
with a clog; therefore I have decreed not t ling in my 
cage: If I had my mouth, 1. would bite; if I had my 
liberty, I would do my liking: in th\: mean tim~ .• let me 
be that I am, and feek not to aller me. 

Can. Can lOU make no ufe of your difcont..{t? . 
D. John. make all ufe of it, for I ufe t.@ly. Who 

comes here? What news, Borachio? 
Enter BOIlACHIO. ~ 

Bora. I came YO!lder from a ~reat [upper; the prince, 
your brother, is royally entertalO'd by Leonato; and I 
can give you intelligence of an intended marriage. 

D. Jobn. Will it ferve for any model to build mifcMef 
on? What is he for a fool, that betroths himfelf to un
quietnefs.l 

Bora. Marry, it is your brother's right hand. 
D. Jobn. Who? the moil: exquifite Claudio? 
Bora. Even he. 

9 1 Lad rather be a canker in a hedgt, than a ro(e in hi1grau;J A 
. tanktr i. the cad .. re>fe, Jog-ro!t, cynofbatlll, or hi;. The (enfe IS, I 
would rather live in obfcurity the wild life of nature, tha::l owe dignity 
or eftimation to my brother. He ftill continues his wi1h 0; gloomy in
elependence. But what is the meaning of a roJ.in bisgroCt P JOHNSON. 

:rhe latter word. are intended as an anfwer to what Conrade has juft 
faid-C< he hath ta'en you newly into hi s graCt, where it is impoffible 
that you 1hould take root, &c." In Macbeth we have a kindred ex
preffion: 

t< __ Welcome hither: 
" J have begun to pia"t thee, and will labour 
" To mak.e thee full of grO'Uling." 

Again, in K. Henry VI. P. III . 
" 111 plant Plantagenet, ro 'lit up who dares." MALOr.i&. 

So, in Shakfpeare's 51-th Sonnet: 
" The (anker blooms have full as deep a die, 
II As the perfumed tinllure of the rift_" ST!:tv1.'S. 

D. John • .. . 
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D, iJ.hn. A proper fquire 1 and who, and who? which. 
way looks he? 
~ora. l\1arry, on Hero, the daughter and heir of Leo
nato. 

D. John. A very forward Man:h-chick! How came 
)IOu to this? t 

Bora. Being entertain'd for a perfumer, a's I was 
fmoking a mufiy rOflm, comes me the prince and Clau
dio, hand.i.P hand, in fad conference I: I whipt me be
hind the arras; and there heard it agreed upon, that the 
prince fhould woo Wero for. himfelf, and having obtained 
her, gl'te her to count Claudio. 

D. Joh,. Come, come, let us thither; this may prove 
food to my Q'(pleafure :- that young fiart-up hath all the 
glory of my overthrow; if I can crofs him any way, I 
blefs myfelf every way: You are both fure", and will affift 
mi!. 

Con. To the death, my lord. 
D. John. Let us to the great fupper; their cheer is the 

greater, that I am fubdued: 'Would the cook were of my 
m"ind !-Shall we go prove what's to be done? 

Bora. We'll walt upon your Iordfhip. (Exeunt. 

ACT II. SCENE 1. 
'" ..4 H-all in Leonato's Haufe. 

Enter LEO.NATO, ANTONIO, fIERO, BEATRICE, amI 
Othel·S. 

Leo •. Was not count John here at fupper? 
.Alit. I faw him not. 
Beat. How tartly that gentleman looks! I never cill 

fee him, but I am heart-burn'd an hour after 3. 

Hero. He is of a very.melancholy difpofltion. 

I _ fad conflrence: J Sad in this, as in a former iJlfrance, lignifies 
~ jrrio",. S.T£J:VEljS. 

'" -botu (ure,] i. e. to be d~il"'w. on. STEEV E N 6. 
J - bcort-burn'd On hour !lfttr.] The pain' commonly called the 

l)(ort-burw, proceeds from an acid humour in the fromach, and is there
fore properly enough ilnputcd to tart looks. JOHNSON . 

5 Beat: 

J 
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Beat. He were an excellent man, that were m Ie jui 

in the mid-way between him and Benedick: the one is 
toO like an image, and fays nothing; and the 9ther, , 
like my lady's eldell: fon, evennore 'tattling . , 

L,on. Then half ftgnior Benedick's tongue in count 
John's ollth, and half count lohn's melancholy in ftgniore 
Benedi 's face,-

Etat. With a good leg, and a good foot, uncle,. and 
money enough in his purte, Such a man wo~ win any 
woman in the world,-if he could get her good will. 

L eon. By my troth, niece, thou wil! never get thee a 
hulband, if thou be fo /hrewd of thy tongue. .. ' 

.dltt. In faith, /he's too curft. .) , 
Beat. Too curft is more than curll: I Jllall-1l;1Ten God's 

fending that way: for it is faid, God fends a curjt cow /hort 
hum!; but to a w too curll: he fends none. 

Leon. So, by being too curft, God will fend yOll ho 
horns. ' 

Beat. Juft, if he fend me no hnIbancl.; for the which 
bleiling, I am at him upon my knees every morning and 
evening: Lord! I could not endure a hufhand with 'i1 
beard on his face; I had rather lie in the woollen. 

Leon. You may light upon a hufhand, that hath no 
beard. 

- ( 

Beat. What fuould I do with him? drefs him in my 
~ppare1, and make him my waiting-gentlewoman? He 
that hath a beard, j's more than a youth; and he "that 
.hath no beard, is lees than a man: and he that is more 
than a youth, is not for me; and he that is lefs than a 
man, I am not for him: Therefore I will even take fix
pence in earnell: of the bear-herd, and lead his apes into 
llf;'ll. 

Leon. Well then, go you into hell. 
Beat. No; but to the gate: and there will the devil 

meet me, like an old cuckold, with horns on 'his llead, 
and fay, Get you to bea'l.IC11, Beatrice, get you to bearven; 
here's no place fay you maids: fo deliver I up my apes, ~ 
and away to Saint Peter "e heavens; he thews me 
where the bachelor's fit, and there live we as merry as the 
day is long. 

.Ant. 

~\ 
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Ant.' ell, niece, [to Hero.] I truft, you will be ruled 
by you father. 

B eat. Yes, faith; it is my coufin's duty to make 
e'fy, ana fay, Father, as it pleaftyou :-but yet for all 

~ that, coolin, let him be a handfomt: fellow, or elfe make 
another curt'fy, and fay, Fll/her, as it pleaft me. 
• Leon. Well, niece, I hope to fee you one ddo)r fitted 

with a hufband. 
Bca;. Not till G~d make men of fome other metal 

than earth. Would it not grieve a woman to be over
mifter'd with. a piece of valiant dufr ? to make account 
of her life to a clod"tf wayward marie? No, uncle, I'll 
none: Adlifl's fans are my breth~en, and truly, I hold 
it a fin to m .. tch in my kindred. 

Leon. Dallg'l\ter, remember, what I told you: if the 
prince do folicit you in that kind, you know your anfwer. 

Blat. The fault will be in the mulick, coufin, if you 
.be not woo'd in good time: if the prince be too impor
tant 4, tell him, there is meafure In every thing 5, and 
fa dance out the anfwer. For hear me, Hero; Wooing, 
weqding, and repenting, is as a Scotch jig, a meafure, 
and a cinque-pace: the firft fuit is hot and hafty, like a 
Scotch jig. and full as fimtailical; the wedding, man
nerly modeft, as a meafure, full offtateand ancientry ; and 
then comes repentance, and, with his bad legs, falls into 
the cinque-pace fafter andfafter, till he link into his grave. 

Leo;. Coulin, you apprehend pa/fing fhrewdly. 
Beat. I have a good eye, uncle; I can fee, a church 

by day-light. 
L1011. The revellers are entering; brother, make good 

room. 
Emer Don PED RO,CLA UD 10, B E NE DIC K, BA LTHA ZA R; 

Don JOHN, BORAC.HIO, MARGARET, URSULA, and 
other s, maft'd. 
D. Pedro. Lady, will you walk about with your friend f>? 
4 - if tbe prince be taa impoJtant,] Impartan t here, and in many 

other place~ , is importuna". See p. l~ n. 6. JOHNS ON . 

5 -,bere is me.Cure in lvery t;\:"gj] A meaJure in old language, 
bcfide its ordinary meaning, Jignified alfo a dane.. MALON!:. 

• - your friend 1J Friend, in our a'lthor's time, was the common term 
for. lover. So dfoin French iUld Italian. M.n,oNE • 

• VOL. n. Q. HfrQ. 

J 
'. 



126 M U C HAD' 0- f ~ ~ f j 
Hern. So you walk ·fofdy .• and look fweetIy, ~nd" ray 

nothing, I am yours for the ~valk; and, efpedal , when 
I walk away. 

D. Pedro. With me in yo r company?' 
, Hero. I may fay fo, when I pleafe. 

D. Pedro. And when pleaft: y'0u to fay fo ? 
Hero~ When I like your favour; for God defend, t1'ie 

lute fuould be like the cafe 6 : " 

D . Pedro. My vifor is Philemon's roof; within the 
houfe is Jove 7. -

Hero. Why, then your vifor !houlq, be th::tch'd. . 
D . Pedro. Speak low, if you fpeak fove.' [tokes}er ajidf. 
B mf. Well, I would you did like me. I 

Marg. So would not I , for your ownfa.ke; for I have 
many ill qualities. ~ 

Bene. Which is one ? 
Marg . I fay my prayers aloud. , 
Bene. I love you the hetter ; the hearers may cry amen '.'. 
Marg. God match me with a good dancer! . 
Balth. Amen. 
Mar$. And God keep him out of my light when Jhe 

dance 1S done !-Anfwer, clerk. ' 
Baith. No more words; the clerk is anfwcr'd. 

,Ur:f. I know you well enough; you-are fignior Antonio. 
Ant. At a word, I am,not. 

6 _ tbe lute /bollld be /iketb. eaf. 1) i. e. that your face fhould be .s 
homely and coarfe as your malk. THEOB ALD. 

7 My vifor if Philemon's roof; ""'ithin the bOllft is J eve.] The poet 
alludes to the fiory of Baueis and Philemon, who, as Ovid de(cribes it, 
lived in a thatched cottage, (fiipulis et canna teCta paluftri,) which 
received two gods (Jupiter and Mercury) under its roof. Don Pedro 
infinuates to Hero, that though his vi(or is but ordi nary, lie has fome. 
thing god/ike within; alluding either to his dignity, or the qualities of 
his mind and perron. THEOB AL D. 

The line of Ovid above quoted is thus trantlated by Golding, I SS7 t 
.. , T he roof. thereof was thatcbed all with /'traw and fcnniJh reede," 

MALONE. 
B -amm.] When Benedick Cays, the hear-ers may cry, amen, we 

muft fuppofe that he leave. Met, and goes in fearch of (ome othet 
fport. Margaret utters a wilb for good p:u'cner. Balthazar, who ii 
repre(ented as a man of the feweft words, repeats Benedick's Amen, 
Od leads her oft~ defiring, as he fays in the following fhort fpeccb, to 
pllt himfelf to no greater elCpencc of breath. STl!; EVENS. 

,(Jr! .. 

. . 
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Urf. know you by the wag ling of your head • 
.d"I. To tell you true, I counterfeit him. 

If. YO,..u could never do him fO ' ill-welJ., unlefs you 
ere the very man: Here's his dry hand 9 up 'and down; 

you are h,e, you are he . 
• .d"f. At a word, I am not. ., 

. Utj. Come, come; do you think, I do not know YOll 

by YOllr excellent wit' ? Can virtue hide hfelP - Go to, 
mum, you~e: graces will appear, and there's an end. 

Beat. Will not you tell me who told you fo? 
BeM. No, ~ lhall pardon me. 
B eat ..... Ndt- will you not tell me who you are? 
Bene. IDt now. 
Beat. That·J: was difdainful-and that I had my good 

;vit out of tH)e Hundred merry '['aln ' ;-Well, this was fig
nior Benedick that faid fo . 

.Bbu. What's he? 
Beat . I am fure, you know him well enough. 
Bene. Not I, believe me. , 
Beat. Did he never make you laugh 1 
~ene . I pray you, what is he ? 
Beat. Why, he is the prince's jefter: a very dull fool; 

only his gift is in devifing impoffible flanders ~: Ilone but 
libertines delight in him; and the commendation is not 

~ - Lis dry band] A dry hand was anciently regarded as the ligll 
of a cald con!Htution. To this Maria, in 'T.velJth Night, alludes j 
Acr I. fe. iii. STf;EV!:NS. 

1 -Hundred Merry 'Tales;] T he book, to which Shakfpe.re al
luJes, was an old trannation of Les cel1l Nouvelles N ouvelles. The 
",iginat was publifi,ed at Paris, in the black. letter, before the year 
15 0 0 , <lnd is {aid to have been wei tten by fame of the royal family of 
F rar.Ce. Ames mentions a tranilation of it prior to the time of Shak. 
[peare. Of this collecrion there are frequent entries in the regifter oftha: 
~tationers' Company. Thelirft I metwith Was in Jan. JS81. STEEVS. 

This book was certainly printed before the year 1575, and in much 
repute, as appears from th'mention ont in Laneham 's Letter [concernin~ 
:he entertainment at Kenelwoeth Caftle] . It has been fuggefted to me, 
t~at there is no other re.[on than the word bUl1d"d to fuppofe this book 
a trannation of the Cml N.u7Ielies lI'. :f·,:"illcs. R u: D. 

• - his gift is in de'IJiji"l impoffible flanders:] Impoj]iblt nand,en ~re, 
I [uppofo, fuch nanders as, frDm their abfurdity and impollibility, brio, 
thdr own confutation with them. JOHNS~N . 

Q.:t m 
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in his wit, but in his villainy ,; for he both pleafe '1 m6l1 ... 
and angers them, and then they laugh at him, and beat 
him: I am fure, he is in the Heet; I wouJd he ~ 
boarded me. . " "I 

Bene. When I know the gentleman, I'll tell him what 
you fay. ' ., 

Btat. Do,. do: he'll but hreak a comparifon or two 
on me; which, peradventure, not mtLtk'd, ",r not la,ugh'd, 
at, ftrikes him into melanoholy; and ther: tM;e's a par
tridge' wing faved, for the fool will ea~ · no iUpper that 
night. [Mufick <within,] We muft follow .t:'.€ leaders. 

Bene. In eve!<y good thing. ' • '''-'-' 
Beat. Nay, if they lead to ~ny ill, I willleafJe them at 

the next turning. [Dance . '['hen ext'u11,! all /rtf Don JOHN, 

BORACHIO, andCLAUDIO. 

D. JQbn. Sure, my brother is amorous on Hero, and, 
hath withdrawn her father to break with him about"it : 
The ladies. follow her, and but one vifor remains. 

Bora. And that is Claudio: I know him by his bearint> 4 . 

D. John. Are you not figniGr Benedick i '" 
Claud. You know me well; I am he. " 
D. J~hll. Signior, you are very near my brotHer in his 

love: he is enamour'd on Hero; I pr,,! you, diffuade 
him from her, fhe is no equal for his birth : you may dt) 
the part of an honeft man in it. 

'" Claud. How know you he loves her? 
~ :po John. I heard him fwear his aJfection. 

. ' .__ .B,?ra. So did I too;' and he fwoie he wau~d marry her 

. (, _ ~ ~o-mght. 
~:<;€,'. ' D. John ., Come, let us to the banquet. 

=:- , [Exeunt Don JOHN QPld BaRA<:HIO. 

Claud. Thus anfwer J in name of Benedick, 
, .::. 'Tis certain fo :-the prince wooes for himfelf. 

But hear tkefe ill news with the ears of Claudio.-

3 - .his 't'illainy;] By which the means his malice and irrip;ety. By , 
hi,s imp~us jeil:s, the inlinuates, he pl,afed libertines ; and by his d.· 

':JfJjfmgji'iz.ders of them, he an them. W ~R BURTON. 
'4 - hi, bearing.) i. e. his carriage, hi. ~meanour. So, in !f,!eafur, 

for Mea!ure : 
It How I' may form ally in perl on hea.r me. 
" Like a true friar.," STEEVUU . 

, Friendiliip· 



NOTHI NG. 
Frientifhip is conftant in all other things, 
SaJe in the office and aifairs of love: 

tnerefor.e .• all hearts in love ufe their own tongues 5 ; 

Let ,\very eye negotiate for 1.tfelf, 
And trJti no agent: for beauty is a witch, 

eAgainft whofe charms fait~ me1teth into blood I,. 
This is an accident of hourly proof, 
Whi'ch I ml fed hot : Farewell therefore, Hero! 

~\. Re-enter BE NED I C K. 

Ben!. cCf'Jl!fo CJjjudio? 
Clthtd. ea, tIt! fame . 
Be,ze. Come, will you go wifh me ? 
Claud. ~~ither ~ 
Bene. E'Ven to ~he next willow, about your own buli

nefs, COURt. What fafhion wiii you wear the garland of? 
Aobout your neck, like an ufurer's 'chain 7 ? or un~er your 
arm, like a lieutenant's.fcarf? You muft wear'it one way. 
[.')r the prince hath got your Hero. 

Claud. I wiih him joy of ller . 
• Bene. Why, that's fpoken like an hon~ft drovc:r; fo 

they fell bullocks. But did you think:, the prince wouhl 
.have ferved you thus? 

Claud. I pray you, leave me. 

~ ftberefo"" all heart, in love &c.] Lu, which is found in the next 
linc,. is undcritood here. MA LONE . • 

b --- bMuty .i, ·a witch, 
Again) whoJe ,barm. faith melteth into blood.] 1. e; as wax when 

oppofed to the fire ki neled by a "'itch, no longer prcCerves the figure of .. 
·t he perfon whQm it was de6gned to reprefent, but flows into a /hapelel' 
lump; fo fidelity, when confronted with beauty, dillolves into our 
ruling pallion, and k lo!!: there like a drop of water in the fea. STl<EV. 

Blood, 1 think, means here amorou, d.jirt. See p. 48, n. 7. So alCo in 
fI'e Merchant of V",ice, p. IZ: · " The brain may deviCe laws for the 
hlood, &c. MALO N E. 

7 - "Ji,,·cr'. chain 1') Chains of gold, of contiderable val ue, were in . 
our aut"",.'s t ime ufualiy worn by wealthy citizens, and others, in the 
(arne manner as they are noW by the aldermen of London. See fh. Pu
ritan, ;.ta 11.1. fc. iii; Albumazar,/',{} I. fe . iii. and other pieces. R\t E D. 

Ufury I.~ms about this t.ime to haye been a common topick ofinveaive. 
I have three or four dialogues, pafquils, and difcourfes on the fubjea, 
,p rinted before the year 1600. From everyone of thefe it appears, that 
t he merchants were the chief u[urers of the age. STEEVl:N S. '. 

. Q.,3 fir"l' 
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13~eht'. Ho! now you ftrike like the blind man ;"twa~ 
the boy that ftole your meat, 1i'.nd you'll beat the pOQ.f . 

Claud. If it will not be, I'll leave you. [Ti.:i 
Bene. Alas, poor hurt fowl! Now will he creep into 

fedges.-But, that my lady Beatrice fhould know .:n~, and 
not kno",me! The prince's fd<>l !-Ha? it may be, I gal 
under [hat title,. becaufe I am merry.-Yea; but f0 8

; I 
am apt to do myfelf wrong: I am ndt fc~)~uted : 'it is 
the bare, though bitter difpofition of Bea::"~"-, that put~ 
the world into her perfon 9, and fo give. ,,: ~e.f'out. Well, 
I 'll be revenged as I may. Cl.. ~ •. " { " "';" 

Re-enter DOll PEDRO, HERO , a~! ·LEoNJ'&.TO. 

D. Pedro. Now, figniof, where'>.~he co~t? Did you 
fee him r ~ " 

Btnc. Troth, my lord, I have play'd the part of lady 
Pame. I found him here as melancholy as a lodge in,· a 
warren I; 1 told him, and, I think, I told him true, that 
your grace had got the good will of ·this young lady" ; 

S -Yea, out fo;] But hold j loftly;-not fo LIt. - MAL Or< E. 

9 - it is the ba(e, though bitter, difpojition of BeottriCf, who puts the 
~'orld into her perfon,] That is , It is tbe di(poJitiol.' of Bealrice, wh. 
takes upon [' , r / 0 perfonate tbe '«'orld, and therefore re,t>refenll the ~I)orld 
as faying what /he only fay" berf elf. 

Bafe, thoul.h himr. 1 do root underftand hc'''' hafe and hilter are in. 
confiftent, or why what i. hitler /hould not be haf'. I odieve, we may 
iafely read, It is Ib, bafe, the bitter difpoJition. JOHN50N. , 

The bafe though himr, may mean, the ill-1Jatured, th.)ugh witty. 
~·rE£vEJols. 

;X _ at melar.choly a, a lodge in a warr<n ;] A parallel thought oc
eurs in the firft chapter of Haiah, where the prophet, ddcribing the 
defolation of Judah, fays: " The daughter of Zion is left as a co~ tage 
in a vineyard, as a lodg' in a garden of cucumbers, &c." I am infom.ed., 
that neat Aleppo, thefe londy buildings are ftill made ufe ot~ it bei,,!; 
nece{fary, that the fields where water. melons, cucumbers, .!cc. are 
raifed, /hould ~e regubrly watched. 1 leern from Thomas Newton's 
Herbal/lo the Bibl" Svo, 1587, that" fo foone as the cucumbers, &c . 
be gathered, thefe lodges are abandoned of the watchmen ant keepers, 
and no more frequented." From thefe forfaken buildings, ' t ihould 
feem, the prophet takes hi s comp!lliron . STEEVEr<', .. 

• - of tbis y oung lady;] BenedTctt {peaks of Hero as it · •. ~~~ ·wer~ on 
the ftage. Perhaps, both ihe and Leonato, were meant to make tneir 
entrance with Don Pedro. When Heatrice _ten, /he is fpoken of u 
comi ng in with only Claudio. ST£EVENS. 

1 have regulated the entries accordingly. MAL ON E, 
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'- 0 oJreredhlm my company to a willow tree, either to 
mak.d..him a garland, as being forfaken, or to bind him 

.~, ,3S being worthy to be wblpt. 
D.~edro. To be whipt! What's his fault r 
Bene. he flat tranfgreffion of a {chool-boy; who, be

i!9g overjo 'd with finding a~ird's neil, fhews it J is com
panion, an he fteals it. 

D. Pedro • .' ',1 thdu make a trull: a tranfgreffion? The 
tranfgreffiiJi the fie,aler. 

Bme. Yet . ~. not been amifs, the rod had been 
made, and t' q nd too; for the garland he might 
have worn li'lmfe and the rod he might have beftow'd 
on you, wJ\.o, as I t< e it, have ftol'n his bird's neft. 

D. Pedro. J,~\'ill 1 teach them to fing, and reftore 
them to the 'owner. 

l!.ene. If their finging anfwer your faying, by my faith .. 
you fay honeftly. , 

, D. Pedro. The lady Beatrice hath a quarrel to you; the 
gentleman, that danced with her, told her, fhe is much 
wrong'd by you. 

B ene. 0, fhe mifuf{'d me pall the endurance of a block; 
an oak, but with one green leaf on it, would have an
fwer'd her; my very vifor began to a{fume life and fcol~ 
with her: She told me, not thinking I had been myfe1f~ 
that I was the prince's jeller; and thaLI was duller than 
a grejt thaw; hundling jell upon jell, w.ith fuch impof
flble conveyance~, upon me, that I llood like a man at a 
mark, with a whole army {hooting at lue : She fpeaks 
poniards, and every word flabs : if her breath wert ;1$ 

terrible as her terrp.inations, there were no living near 
her, fhe would infeCt to the north,frat. 1 would not marry 
ller, though fhe were endowed with all that Adam had left 

J - Juch impoffible con""yance,l I believe the meaning is-·witb a 
rllpidily el..,allo that of jugglers, ~vho appear to perform impofiibilitie5. 
We have,he fame epit/iet again in 'Twelfth Nigbt :-" there is nD 
chriftian 1a ever believe fueh impoJfible pafTage . of groffneCs." SD 
F ord fayt ., tl,)e Mm-y Wiv .. oj Wi,.dJcr, " I will examine impojJib{. 
]llaces." '-'~~'tIeyance was the common term in our author', time for 
{leigh 1 of band. MA LON!:. 

Imp<jJible may be licentioully u(ed for unaccOlltltablt. Beatrice haa 
already (aid, that Benedick invents impoJJible flanders. STI:.EVl:NS. 

0-4 him 
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;bim before he tranfgrefs'd: lbe would have made l;/~f
cules have turn'd [pit; yea, and have cleft his rJ...It to 
make the fire too. Come, talk not of her ;' ;y(x.,,: 'Z-., 

find her the infernal Ate "' in good appareL l\.iYl/Jld to 
God, [orne fcholar would conjure her: for, <:~:-tainJ)', 
while fl\!e is here, a man maY live as quiet in '!!ell, as fh 
a fanauary ; and people fin upon · ~urpo[e ~ :.:cauf~ they 
would go. thither: fa, indeed, all aifq\;:r.; - horror, and 
perturbauon follow her. f ,--
• t. r~-

Enter CLAUDIO andBE' • .. <:: ~"n, 
D. Pedro. Look, here {he CJmes. :' /. 
B ene. Will your grace commanQ d·e any fervice to the 

world's end? 1 will go on the nig~'1: en'dnd now to the 
Antipodes, thM you can devife 'to fend me on; I will 
fetch you a tooth-picker now from the fartheft inch of 
Afla; bring you the length of Prefter John's foot; fetch , 
you a hair off the great Cham's beard S ; do you any em
baffage to the Pigmies, rather than hold three words con
ference with this harpy: You have no employment for 
me? 

D. Pedro. None, but to defire your good comp'Iny: 
Bene. 0 God, fir, here's a dilh I love not; I cannot 

endure my lady Tongue. 
D. Pedro. Come, lady, come; you have loft the heart 

of fignior Benedick. I 

B eat. Indeed, my lord, he lent it me a while; and I 
gave him ufe for it 6, a double heart for a lingle one: 
marry, once before he won it of me with falfe dice, there
fore your grace may well fay, I have 10ft it. 

D. Pedro . You have put him down, lady, you have 
put him down. . 

4 - the infernal Ate.,......The goddifs cf rrvrngt. ST£En N •• 

5 - bring you tbe length of Prefler J obn's foot; fetcb you a hair off 
tbe great Cham's beard i) i. e. I wiH undertaJa, the hardelt t{~, rather 
than have any converf:ltion with lady Beattie.e. AlIuding. t~t the diffi
cu lty of accefs to either of thofe monarch" but more la~ .~: ularly to 
the former. STEEVENS. ..; •• , 

" -1 gave him ufe for iJ,] Ufo, in !lut author' s time, meant intertjl 
ofmone),. MAI.ON1:, 

Blat.. 
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at. So I would not he {hould do me, my lord, Ieil: I 
rove the mother of fools. I have brought count 

• o,r-whom yo\: fe nt me to feek. . 
D. '.uiro. Why, how now, counl? wherefore are you 

~d ? ~l . 
Claud. iNot fad, my lort. . • 
D,ped~'.fI~' t~n? Sick? 
Claud. N~1J r, my lord. 
Beat.;t t: ~, t. is nei ther f~d~ nor lick, nor merry, 

nor well: .1 q vII, count; CIVIl as an orange 7, arid 
fomething. ~ ealous complexion. 

D. Pedl'o. 1'fa1 lady, 1 think your blazon to be true; 
though, I'll be fwe n,. if he be fo, his conceit is falre. 
Here, Cla:.ld~, I '(te wooed in thy name, and fair Hero 
is won; I have broke with her father, and his good will 
a tained: name the day of marriage, and God give tbee 
joy! 

Leol,. Count, take of me my daughter, and with her 
my fonunes : his grace hath made the match, and aU 
grace fay Amen to it ! 

lhlat , Speak, coun t, 'tis your cue. 
C/aud, Silence is the perfetleft herald of joy: I were 

but little happy, if I could fay how much.-Lady, as you 
are mine, I am yours : 1 give away myfelf for you, and 
dole upon the exchange. 

B eat. Speak, coulin; or, if you cannot, il:op his 
mouth with a kifs, and let him not fpeak neither . 

D. Pedro. In faith, lady, you have a men y heart. 
B eat. Yea, my lord; 1 thank it, poor fool ., it ket:p! 

on the windy fide of care: my couiin tells him in his ear, 
lhat he is in her heart. 

Claud. And fo {he doth, couiin . 
B eat. Good lord, for alliance 8 !-Thus goes everyone 

7 -O'ti"'i/ as an orangt, ] This conceit likewife OCCurs in N a!he',; 
FCllr 1.; tel' confuttd, 1593 :-" for the order of my life, it is as (i",il Q$ 

Qn oraf' !{" STEEVlNS. 
~ _dj.7oo;' f ool,] Thi , was formerly an expre/Tion of tenderneCs. See 

King Ltar, laft fcenc. "And my I'oor ID Ol is hang'd." MALONE. 

b Good IOl'd, f or alliance I] Cbudio has juft called Beatrice (O"fin. I 
fuppofe, therefore, the meaning is,-Good Lord, here have I got a new 
~i/),fman by marria~e. MALON 1::. 

to 
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to the WOI:'ld but I. and I am fun~burn'd 9; I may fit ;ef. 
corner, and cry. heigh ho! for a hulband. r<if)1 to 

D. Pedro. Lady Beatrice, I will get you one.,) ~. 
Beat. I would rather have one of your father's ~ing ~ 

Hath your grace ne'er a brother like you? Y~":tfather 
got exceUent hufuands, if a rt.'aid could come bv them. 0 

D. Pedro. Will you have m.::. lady? /.! 

Beat. No, my lord, unlefs I might h' ~-another for 
working days; your grace is too coftlr " '¢if u- every 
.day:-But, I befeech your grace, par'~ ( "y me, I waa 
born to fpeak all mirth, and no mattetf ..... -.~ .... 

D. Pedro. Your filence moil offen '; me, a1\d to be 
merry beft becomes you; for, .out of e-Iueftion, you were 
born in a merry hour. ~ ~ t . . 

Beat. No, fure, my lord, my mother cry'd; but then 
there was a fiat danced, and under that was I born.-
Coufins, God give you joy. , 

Leo/I. Niece, will you look to thofe things 1 told you of? 
Beat. I cry you mercy, uncle.-By your grace's par-

don. [Exit BEATRICE", 

D. Pedro. By my troth. a pleafant-fpirited lady. 
Leon. There's little of the melancholy element in her I, 

my lord: !he is never [ad, but when !he fleeps; and not 
ever fa.d then; for I have heard my daughter fay, {he 
hath often dream'd of unhappinefs ~, and waked herfelf 
with laughing. 

D. Pedro. She cannot endure 10 hear tell of a hulband. 
Leo?l. 

~ <['bus g Ots everyone to tb. 'WlJrid but I, and I am Jun-burn'J j] What 
is it, to go to th. 7lJorld f perha ps, to en ter by marriage into a fettled 
:fiate. $hakfpeare in A !I's Well that ends JYell, ufes the phrafe to go to 
tb.worldfor marriage. But why is the unmarried lady Jun.lmi nt ? JOHN s. 

1 am fun burnt may mean, I have I()/~ my bea uty, and am eonfe
(juently no longer futh ~n objea as can tempt a man to marr,.. 

STJ.EVll.NS. 
J <['bere"$ lit ll , of tbe melanc.holy element in ur,l "Does {\'."t our 

-life conliO: of the f .ur d.m'''I , 1' '' fa ys Sir T oby, in Twdflb N.i~!t. So 
.2lfo in K ing Henry V: "He i ~ pure air and fi re, and the du~ ; "~nt~ of 
etn'ib and fUJI.t" never appear ID him." MAL 0';£. ' . "" 

~ -Jh<h.th often d"am'd of ullhapl'ine(.,,] UlIbappin.Js fignifies a 
wild, wanton, unlucky trick. Thus ~e.u!Uont and fletcher, in their 
c:omedy of the MAitl if tJ,. Mill ~ 

." M!/ 
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Q;h 0, by no means, fhe ~ocks all her wooers out 

T 
. .:~£. She were an excellent wife for Benedick . 

• '17. .':iP. Lord, my lord, if they were but a week mar
ry'd, '.J .. would talk theI?felves mad. 

,.D. P ea; . • Count ClaudIo.., when mean you t<) go to 
church? \ 

Claud. '1 c ·1t~f.:0W" my lord: Time goes on crutches, 
till love h,~v't ~"i~is rites. 

Leon. ~ot t11,·. (onday, my dear fon, which is hence a 
juft feven-n~.~r ill a time too brief too, to have all 
things anfwt!r rrl, . nd. 

D . Pedr2. Com~ you fhake the head at fo long a 
breathing; bl". I w:J;i~nt thee, Claudio, tae time fhall 
not go dully by us ~ will, in the interim, undertake one 
of Hercules' labours ; which is, to bring fignior Benedick, 
and the lady Beatrice into a mountain of affection 3, the 
aile with the other. I would fain have it a match; and I 
doubt not but to fafhion it, if you three will but minifter 
fuch affiftance as I fhall give you direction. 

'Leon. My lord, I am for you, though it coft me ten 
nights' watchings. 

Claud. And I, my lord. 
D. Pedro . And you too, gentle Hero? 
Hero. I will do any madeft office, my lord, to help my 

cauiin to a good huIband. 
D.~ Pedro. And Benedick is not the unhopefulJeft huf

band that I know: thus far can I praife him; he is of a 
noble 1train 4 , of approved valour, and confirm'd hOl1(!fty. 
I will teach you how to humour your coulin, that fhe fhall 

" 1I4y dreams are like my tbougbts, bonejJ and innocent : 
" r ours are unhappy." WARBURTON. 

1 _ iilto a mountain of a11.8ion,] By a mountain if affi8ion, I 
believe, is meant a great deal of affection. Thus, in K. H enry I'll!. 
" a fea of glory j " in Hamlet, " a lea of troubles ." Again, in 
Howel's' ~ifl. of Ven ice : "-though they fee mountains of miIerica 
heaped 0'1 one's back." Again, in the Comedy of Errors: "-the mOun
Inin ofl':~ •. !flefh that claims marriage of me," S T1::EV1:NS . 

Shalt~llb,e has many ph.-afes equally harth . He who would hazard 
fuch exprellions as a flor", of f ortunes, a v ale of years, and a tempejJ of pro
-£location , would not {cruple to write a mountain ·if afftElion." MAL ON £ . 

4 - of a noble !train,] 1. e. defcent, lineage. REED. 
fall 
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I jer an 

fall in love with Benedick :-and I, with yOU~1t: 
will fo praCtife on Benedick, that, in defpigh~ t1;. 
wit and his queafy ftomach, he fhall fall 1t'{il 
Bea~rice. If we can do this, Cupi~ is no- ( 
archer; his glory fhall be ours, for we are the 
gods. Go in with me, and I will tell you m: 

Iy love
urift. , 

[Exeunt. 
seE N E II; 

Another room in Leonato's 1 
Enter Don J 08 Nand Bc" 

D. John . It is fo; the count CIa .oJ 

call.ghter of Leonato. 
}Jora. Yea, my lord; but I cal. 'ofs it 

;Ie. 
-I 

.10. 

fha-II marry the 

D. 'John .• Any bar, any crofs, any impediment will 
be medicinable to me: I am fick in difpleafure to him; 
and whatfoever comes athwart his affeaion, ranges cv!nly 
with mine. How canft thou clofs thi~ marriage? 

Bora. Not honeftly, my lord: but fo covertly that no 
c:1ifhonefty fhalI appear in me. 

l)~Jqhn, Shew me briefly how. 
Bora. I think; I told your lordfhip, ~ year Mnce, how 

much I am ill the favour of Margaret, the waiting gen
tlewoman to Hero. 

D. Johu. I re.member. 
}Jora. I can, at any unfeafonable inftant of the night, 

appoint her to klok out lit her lady's chamber window. 
D. John. What life is in th:H, ~ be the death of this 

marriage? 
Bora. The poifon of that lies in you to :temper. Go 

you to the prince your brother; fpare not to tell him, 
that he hath wrong'd his honour in marrying the re
'l1Qwn'd Claudio (whofe eftimation do you mightily hold 
up) to a <:ontaminated frale, fuch a one as Hero. 

D . John. What proof {hall I make of that? 
Bora. Proof enough to mifufe the prince, to VI x Clau

dio, to undo Hero, and kill Leonato: Look Vt _ for any 
()ther i{[ue ? 

D. Joh/I. Only to defpite them, I will endeavour any 
uing. 

. , 

Bor",!~ • 



j 1 B 0 U T N 0 T H r N G. ~ ~1 
frtp/Go then; find me a meet hour to draw Don Pedro 

an~Jtee count Claudio, -alone: tell them, that you know 
tha;\~d(o loves me;, intend a kind of zeal· both to the 

1- - -:liN Claudio, a_in love of your brother's honour 
who h~ -h1 made this match; and his friend's reputatiQn .. 
who is \\,.s like to be cozen'd with the (emblance of a 
ntaid)-t1i~t you have difco/er'd thus. They will care ely 
belie\;e th~~ ~;~out.trial: offer them infl:anees; which. 
fuall bear no ,;~~1likelihood, than to fee me at her cham
ber-win~1;' ~, 1a) me call Margaret, Hero; hear Mar
garet terlh i III udio 5; and bring them to fee this, the 
very night \,-" ai n intended wedding: for, in the mean 
time, I will fo . on the matter, that Hero fuall be 
abfent; and there' jS.all appear fuch feeming truth of 
Hero's dinoya'lty, /, I~t jealoufy {hall be call'd alfurance, 
and all the preparation overthrown . 
. lJ. John. Grow this to what adverfe ilfue it can, I 
will put it in practice: Be cunning in the working this .. 
and thy fee is a thoufand ducats. 

Bora. He thou conftant in the accu{ation, and my cun
ning {hall not {hame me. 

D'. John. I wiIl pref~ntly go learn their day of mar-
l'iage. [EKeunt • 

.. - intend a kind of ztal-] To intend is often ufed by our author 
fur topntmd. So, in K. Ricb. HI :-" inttnd forne fear." MALONJ:. 

5 _ rum mt Claudio;) Mr. Theobald propofes to read Baracbia~ 
inftea~ of Claudio. H ow, he a1ka, «ould-it difpleafe Cl:tudio to hear 
h is mlftrefs maki ng ufe of his name' tenderly? Or how could her 
naming Claudi . make the prince and Claudie believe that /he loved 
Barachio ? MALONE. 

J am not convinced that this exchange is neceiTary. Cllfudia would 
naturally refent the circumftance of hearing another ca\led by his own 
!>alJle; beca.ufe, in that cafe, bafenefs of treachery would appear to be 
aggravated by wantonnefs of infult: and, at the fame time he would 
imagine the perfon fo rliftingui/h'd to be BorarDio, becaufe Don Jobn was 
previoufly to have informed both him and Don Pedro, that Boracbio wu 
the favoured lover. STEJ:VENS. 

Claudio would naturally be enraged to lind his miftrefs, Hero, (for 
ruch he t:vou/d imagine Margaret to be) addrefs Borachio, or any other 
man, b)'''t_:'s name, as he might fuppufe that /he called him by the name 

)- -i/L..Qor..dio in confequence of a fecret agreement between them, as a 
cQver, in cafe /he were overheard; and h, would know, without a pof
nuifi ty of error, that it Wil not Clauciio, with whom in faa: /he con
'\'Crfed. MAl. Oli £ • • 

SCENE 
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seE K E . III. 
Leonato'3 Ga;t'dm. 

Enter BENEP,lc/c and a Boy. 
Bene. Boy,
Boy. $ignior. 
Bene. In my chamber-window lies a book . bring it 

hither to me in the orchard 6. .. ' • 

Boy. I am here already, fir . 
Bene. I know that i-but I would ha; -he,e hi-nce, and 

here again. (Exit Boy.J-I do mud, .l .... , that one 
man, feeing how much another man is , .<101 when he dedi
cates his behaviours to love, will, aftf . he hath laugh'd at 
fuch £hallow follies in others, becu,,·1P. thf.' argument of 
his own fcorn, by falling in love: Ana fuch a man is 
Claudio. I have know.n, when there was no muficl-. 
with him but the drum and the fife; and now had he ~a~ 
ther hear the til-bor and the pipe: I have known, when 
he would have walk'd ten mile a-foot, to fee a good ar
mour; and now will he lie ten nights awake, carving the 
fafhion of a new doublet 7. He was wont .to fpeak plain, 
and to the purpofe, like an honeft ma.n, and a foldier; 
and now is he turn'd orthographer H; his words are a very 

6 _ in the orchud.] Orchard in our authar'G time lignified a g""_ 
tUn. MAl- ONE . . 

7 -carving the fajhiDII of a newdOllbltt.} This folly, foconfpicul'us in 
the gallants of former ages, is laughed at by aU our cornIck writers. So 
in G reene's Farewtll to ;Folly, 1617 :-" We are almoll: as fantafficlc as 
the Engliih gentleman that is painted naked, with a p • . r of Ibeers in 
his hand, as not being reColved after what faihion to have his coat cut." 

ST!:EVJ:N S, 

The Englilh gentleman in the above extract aHllde! to a plate in 
Bordes In troduBion of knowledg.. R.t E D. 

'He is reprefented naked, with a pair of tailor's Ibeers in one hand. 
and a piece of cloth on his arm, with the following verCes : 

., I am an Englilhman, and naked I frand here, 
" Mufing in my mynde what rayment I Iball were, 
" For now I will Ware this, and now I will were that>!, II 
" Now I will were 1 cannot tell what." &c. ' 

Sec Camden's Remaints, 1614, p. 17. MA r ON E , 

S - ortbogrtrpber.] The old copies re:ul.~t·tbographJ. STE:!:VUIS . 
Mr. Pope made the corteelion. MA LON L. · 

5 fantaftical 
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,Aali~a~ banquet, juft f<? many ftrange difhes. May I 

be )yconvtrted, and fee wlth thefe eyes? I cannot tell ; 
1 th!bk,,not: I will not be {worn, but Jove may transforlll 

f, t"" " u~yfter; but I'll take my oath on it, till he have 
made' a.n, oyfter of me, he flull never make me fuch ~ 
fool. ~\,c woman is fair; yet I am well: lInother is 
\1!.fe; yet I am well: anotfler virtuous; yet I ;.!hr well : 
but till all races be in one woman, one woman fhall not 
come 'in my g 'i;.:e. • Rich fhe fhall be, that's certain. 
wife, or jfll·,;&. ''\e; virtuous, or 1'.11 never cheapen her; 
fair, or IlU pe'tL., ook on her; mIld, or come not near 
me; noble .;.r - a l ~ f<>r an angel; of good difcourfe, an 
excellent wuficia,~ and her hair {hall be of what colour 
it pleafe God.9 • H t ! ,the prince and monfieur Lo~e ! I 
will hide ~e 1', th~.,Io5our. [ cwitbdraCWi. 

Enter Don PEDRO, LEONATO, CLAUDIO, alld 
/" . BALTHAZAR. 

D. Pedro. Come, fhall we hear this mufick? 
Claud. Yea, my good lord :-How frill the evening is, 

As hufh'd on purpafe to grace harmony! 
"/) ; Pedro. See you where Beriedickhath hid himfelf? 
Claud. <5, very well, m.y lord: the mufick ended, 

We'll fit the kid.fox' with a penny-worth. 
D.", 

9 - and ber bair /hall h. of'Wbat colour It pilaf. &c.] Perhaps B.ne. 
sick alludes to a fafuion, very common in the time of Shakfpeare, that 
of dyi';g tbe hair. Stuhh. in his anaLomy of A buCes, 1595, fp.aking 
of the attires of "Nomen's heads, fays, "If any havt hair< of her own., 
"aturall growing, ."bieh il not f.ire ynollgb, then will they die it in ai",er$ 
'Dll~urs." STEEVENS. . 

Or hemay allude to the fafllion ofwearingjll/f' hair, "of whatever 
colour it pleafed God," So, in a fubfequent feene: "I li ke the new tire 
within, if the hair were a thought browner," Fines Moryfon, deferibin~ 
the drefs of the ladies of Shakfpeare's time, fays, "Gentlewomen vir
gins weare gownes clofe to the body, and aprons of "fine linnen, and go 
bareheaded, with their hair curioully knotted, and raifed at the fore . 
sead, but many (againft the cold, as they fay,) weare caps of hair that 
i. north.ir own." Se. tb.'Two G.ntlemen of Perona, p. 176. MALONl:. 

I _ wl" fit tb. kid-fox with a penny-worth.l i. e. we will be even 
wi.t,h the fox now difcovered. So the word Itid or kidde lignifies in 
. aucer. Romaunl of the Ro!" 2.171.. GREY. 

It is not impoffiblc but that Shakfpearc choCe on this oecaCton to 
employ 



'+0 M U C HAD 0 
D. Pedro . . Come, Balthazar, we'll. hear t ~t {ongA 

~~. ~. 

Balth. 0 good my lord, tax not fo bad a voice ~ .r' 
To {lander mufick any more than once. , 

D. Pedro. It is the witnefs frill of excellency, r 
To put a frrange face on his own perfection:- ,1:, 
I pray Klec, fing, and let mt: woo no more. ' 

Balth. Becaufe you talk of wooing, I will J.j' lg : 
Since many a wooer doth commence his Ii i~ 
To her he thinks not worthy; yet he WOO,af . \ 

Yet wiB he {wear, he loves. • / 
D .. Pedro. Nay, pray thee, come: . .... . 

Or, if thou wilt hold longer argume/n' .jol"' r 

Do it in notes. ' 
Baid" Note this before my notd,.'X '" 

Ther 's not a note of mine that's wortn the noting. 
D. Pedro. Why thefe are "ery crotchets that . h 

fpeaks; 
Note, notes, forfooth, and noting ~ ! [Mufick. 

Bene. Now, Di'Uine air! now is his foul ravifh'd !
Is it not ftran~e, that iheeps guts ihould hale fouls Qut 
of men's bodIes-Well, a horn for my money, when 
all's done. 

Raitb. lings. Sigb no more, ladiu,figb no more. 
·111en 'Were decei'Ue1' s e'Uer ; 

One foot in fia, and one on /hore ; 
'To one thing conftant ne'Uer;· 

'Then/igh no! fl. 
But fei them go, 

And he yc,u hlith and hon1t.J ; 
Con'lJcrting all YOllr founds of <woe 

Into, Hey nonny, nanny. 

employ an antiquated word; and yet if any future editor Ihould chufe 
to read-bid fox, he may obferve that HamJet has faid- " Hide fox, 
and all after." STl'''< YEN S . 

Dr. Warburton read., as Mr. Steevens propofes. MALONE • 
.. - and noting 11 The old copies read_Mtbing. The correaioll 

was made by Mr. Theobald. MA.,ONJ. . 

Sing 
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II. 
" Sing no more dittjeJ, jing no m!) 

Of dumpsjO dull and heavy; 
CJ'be frauds of men .were ever Jb, 

Since jU11Imer firl 'Was leavy. 
,.\ CJ'hen jigh not 10, &c. 

. . 
D. Pedro. By ,my troth, a good fong. 

• 

Baltb. d an ill finger, my lord. 
D. Pcdr Ha i,. ~o J no, faith; thou fing'1l: well 

-enough for a ~.Rt , e-
Bme. [afide . ] .Ail'" he had been a dog, that lhould 

have howl'd thus, th{~" would have hang'd him: and, I 
p:ay God, his b~~l!e bode no mifchien I bad as lief 
have heard the night-raven. ~ome what plague could 

, 'e. come after it. 
D. Pedro. Yea, marry; [to Claudio]-Do1l: thou 

hear, Balthazar! I pray thee, get us fome excellent mu
tick ; for to-morrow night we would have it at the lad} 
Her.o's chamber-window. 

RaIth. The beftI can, my lord. [ExitBALTHAZA'R. 

D. Pedro. Do fo: farewell. Come hither. Leonato; 
What was it you told me of to-day, that your niece Bea
trice was in love with lignior Benedick 1 

Claud. 0 , ay;-Stalk on, ftalk on, the fo~l .. ,fits!. 
[afidc 10 Don Pedro. J I did never think that laay ,would 
have loved any man. . -

Leon. No, nor I neither; but moll: wonderful, that /he 
lhould fo dote on lignior Benedick, whom lhe hath in aU 
outward behaviours feem'd ever to abhor. 

3 _ Stalk on, jlalk OIl, tbefowlfits.] This is an a1lufion to the ' 
flaW.g borfe; a horfe either real or factitious, by which the fowler an. 
ciently !helter'd himfelf from the light of the game. ST EE VEN S. 

SO in New Shreds of the old f~ua7l, by John Gee, 4to. p, :7.3 : "-Me
thinks I behold the cunning fowler, fuch as I have knowne in the fenn~ 
COuntries and elfe-where, that doo !hoot at woodcockes, (nipes, and 
wilde fowle, by fneaking behind a painted cloth, which they carrey be
;v", ,:'<ffi, having pictured in it the jhape of a hDrfe; which while, the 
filly fowle gazeth on is knockt downe witk hale thot, and Co put in the 
towler's budget." R £! D, 

• VOL. II. R . Bene. 
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Bent. Is'tpoffible? Sits the wind in that corner. . afi.d~:-' 
Leon. By my troth, my lord, I cannot tell w at to '. 

think of it; but that Jhe loves him with an eo/aged af-
fection,-it is pall: the infinite of thought 4-. . 

D. Pedro. May be, /he doth but counterfeit. I' 
Cla~. 'Faith, like enouWt. • 
Leon. 0 God! counterfeit! There never ,¢as counter. 

feit of pallion came fa near the lif~ of paffion as !he dif. 
covers it . 

. D. Pedro. Why, whateffeets ofpa/fllOn lhew~e? 
Claud. Bait the hook well; this liot 'will b!fe. [tijide. 
L eon. What effeCts, my lord! Shi .. ';vil1 fit you,-Yoll 

heard my daughter tell you how. \' . 
Claud. She did, indeed. '\ /" 
D. Pedro . How, how, 1 pray you. oT} ou amaze me: I 

would have thought her fpirit had been invincible agai~ft 
all a/faul ts of affection. . ' • 

L eon. I would have fworn it had, my lord; efpecially 
againll: Benediclc. 

Bene. [aJia'e.] I /hould think this a gull, but that the 
white-bearded fellow fpeaks it: knavery cannot, (ure, 
hide himfelf in fuch reverence. 

Claud. He hath ta'en the infection; hold it up. [aJide, 
D. Pedro. Hath /he made her affection known to Be

nedick? 
L eon. No; and fwears Jhe never will : that's her tor. 

ment. I 

Claud. 'Ti5 true, indeed; fo your d~ ughter fays: 
Shall I, fays /he, that have Jo oft encouIZter 'd him 'With 
Je0rn, 'Write to him that I lo'Ve him? 

Leon . This fays Jhe now when Jhe is beginning to 
write to him : for /he'll be up twenty times a night; and 

4- - but thet foe love, him 'With tin enraged affillion,- it is paft thr infi. 
nite of tbought . ) The plain fenfe is, I kno'W not ,Qh .. t 10 Ibink otherw;fc, 
!Jut that jhe loorm him 'Witb an enraged .. ~llion : It (this affection) is paft 
the infinite of thought. Injinite is uied by more careful writers for 
indejini«: and the fpeaker only means, that thought, though in itfdf 
unbound"l, cannot reach or eftimate the d~!ree of her pallion. ~ 

T he meaning, r think, is, bllt wilb 'What tlW enragtd aJltBion /he 10"''' 
him, it is beycnd tbe P' Wlf oj tb'lIgbll o fQnc<i'lle. MALOIU. 

there 
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fheet . there~ill fhe fit in her fmock, till file have writ a 
of paper S :-my -daughter tells us all. 

Claud. Now you talk of a {heet of paper, I remember 
'a pretty jeft your daughter told us of. . 

Leon. O,-When fue had writ it, and wa:; reading it 
O¥er, fhe found Benedick. and Beatrice between the 
fueet ?-

Clh.ud. That. ' 
Leon. ~fhe tore the letter into a thoufand half-pence 6; 

rail'd at erfelf, that fhe fhould be fo immodeft to ·te 
to one tha' 5 ~mcw would flout her: 1 meafure him, fays 
fue, by my own iFt;it ; for, 1 Jhould flout him, if he 'Writ 
to me ; yea, though r lO'-ve him, 1 Jhollld. 

Claud. The dows upon her knees ihe falls, weeps, 
lobs, beats her rt, tears her hair, prays , curfes;-
f;! /weet Benedick.' G~d gi'1Je me patience .' 
, L eon . She doth indeed; my daughter fays fo: and the 
ecftacy" hath fo much overborne her, that my daughter is 
fometime afeard fhe will do defperate outrage to herfelf; 
It.is very true. 

S Thi, fay, foe nO'111 when /he i; {,eginning 10 7urilt 10 him: for fle'll b~ 
"I' twenty times II night; and tbere will fte Jit in ber fmock , till /he bave 
'Writ a jbu t oj pafer: ] Shakfpeare has more than once availed himfelf 
of fuch incidents as occurred to him from hillory, &c. to compliment 
the princes before whom his pieces were performed. A {hiking in
france of flattery to J arnes occurs i" Macbeth; perhaps the pafTage here 
quoted was not lefs grate:ul to Elizabeth, as it apparently alludes to an. 
extraordinary trait in one of the letters pretended to have been written. 
by the hated Mary to Bothwell. 

" I am nakit, and ganging to /leep, and zit I ceafe not to fcribble 
all this paper, in fo rneikJe as rell is thairof." 'That is, I am naked, 
and going to fleep, and yet I ceafe not to fcribble to the end of my 
paper, much as there remains of it unwritten on. HENL EY . 

(, 0, /he tore tbe letrer into a thoufand half-pence;] i. e. into a thou
fand pieces of the fame bignefs. So, in As y eu like it :-" they were all . 
Jike one anot ber, as halfpence art." THE 0 B A L D. 

A Jartbing , and perhaps a halfpenny, was ufed to lignify any fmall 
particle or di vilion . So, in the cliaraCler of the Prioref' in Chaucer: 

" That in hire cu;>pe was no Jertbing fene 
" Of grefe, whan /he dronken hadde hire draught," 

Prol.10 tbee".t. Talu, lateed i:. v. J35. STEEVKNS, 
.. - and the edbcy] Ecftacy fOlmerly ligni fied a violent perturbation 

ojmi/ld. So, in Ma.bttb; "_inrefrlefsecfracy", MALONE. , 
R z D. Peflru. 
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D. Pedro. It were good, that Benedick knew b{ it by" 

fome other, if the will not difcover it. 
Claud. To what end? He would bat m'Lke a fport of 

it, and torment the poor lady worfe. .. 
D. Pedro. An ne !hould, it were an alms to hang him : 

She's ltn excellent fweet lad,,; and, out" of all fnfpicicm, 
fue is virtuous. . 

Claud. And !he is exceeding wile. . 
. 1). Pedro. In every thing but in loving Be~e~ick. 

i.eon. 0 my lord, wifdom and bloo~ 7 comT!ing in (0 

tender a body, we have ten proofs to one, that blood 
hath the viCtory. I amforry for her, asI hav:ejuft caufe, 
being her uncle and her guardian. 

D. Pedro. I would, !he had beiow's.,.this dotage or. 
me; I would have dafPd' all other"refpeas, and mac'.e 
her half myfelf; I pray you, tell Benedick of it, and h r 
what he will fay. . 

Leon. Were it good, think yon? 
Claud. Hero thinks furely, !he will die: for !he lays, 

fue will die if he love her not; and !he will die ere the 
make her love known; and !he will die if he woo her, 
rather than !he will 'bate one breath of her accuftom'd 
croffnefs. 

D. Pedro. She doth well: if !he {bould make tender 
of her love, 'tis' very poffible, he'll fcorn it; for the man, 
as you know all, hath a contemptible fpirit 9. ; 

Claud. He is a very proper man". 
D. Pedro. He hath, indeed, a good outward happinefs . 
7 - 'Wirdom and blood-l Blood is here as in many other places ufed 

hy our autlior in the fenfc of pajJion, or rather t.mpera1lJen! of body. 
MALONE . 

8 _ have daff'd-] To daff is the {arne as to doff, to do if, to put 
afide. STEEVENS. 

9 - contemptible fpirit. J That is, a temper inclined to {corn and 
.contempt. It has been before remarked, that ourautbor ufes his verbal 
adjeCtives with great licence. There is therefore no need of changing 
the word with IirT. Ranmerto contemptuous. JOHNSON. 

In the argument to Darius, a tragedy, by lor Sterline, 16(;], it is 
{aid, that Darius wrote to Alexander" in a ~toud and contemptib:. man· 
ner." In this place contCl1'ftiblecertainly meanS contemptuou •• S·u:tv . 
. • - aV"J proper ma1i.J i. e. a very handfome man. See Vol. 1. p. 
160. MA/,ON E. 

Cla"d" 

":'" .' 
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ClqJul. 'Fbre God. and in my mind, very wife. 
D. Pedro. He doth. indeed. {hew fome fparks that are 

like wit. ~ _ 
• Claud. Ark! I take him to be valianu 

D. Pedro. As Hector, I af'fure you: and in the ma
Jliging of quarrels ,you max. fay he is wife; for ftither he 
avoids them with great difcretion, or undertakes them 
with a moll chrillian .. like fear. 

Leon. If he do fear God, he mull necef'farily keep 
peace; . he break the peace, he ought to enter in~o a. 
quarrel WI. fear and trembling. 

D. Pedro. And fo will he do; for the man doth fear 
God, how[oever it feems not in him, by fome large jells 
he will make. Well, I am forrr for your niece! Shall 
'Ie go feek Ben,,_' k, and tell him of her love? 

Claud. Never tell him, my lord; let her wear it out, 
.vitoh good counfe!. 

Leon. Nay, that's impoffible; file may wear her heart 
out lid!:. 

D. PedrD. Well, W1: will hear further of it by your 
da'Ughter; let it cool the while. I love Benedick well ; 
and I could willi he would modefHy examine himfelf, to 
fee how much he is unworthy to have fo gqpd a lady. 

Leon. My lord, will you walk? dinner is ready. 
Claud. If he do not dote on her upon this, I will never 

trull my expectation. [ajide. 
D : Pedro. Let there be the fame net fpread for her, 

and that mull your daughter and her gentlewomen carry. 
The fport will be, when they hold one an opinion of 
another's dotage, and no fuch matter; that's the fcene 
that I woU+d fee, which will be meerly a dumb lliow. 
Let us fend her to call him to dinner. [ajide. 

[Exeunt DonPEDRo, CLAUDIO, andLEoNATo. 
Bene. [ad'Vancing.] This can be no trick: The con

ference was fadly bornel.-They have the truth of this 
from Hero. 'they feem to pity the lady; it feems, her 
affections have the full bent-. Love me l why, it muft be 

I _ 'Was fadly herlle.] i. e. was feriouny carried on. STZZVZNS. 

• - b"'lIe Ibe full bent.] A metaphor from archery. So, in Hamlet: 
" Thcyfoolmc tQthc topoflDY hent." MA/.ONi:. 

R 3 requited. 
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requited. I hear how I am cenfured: the~ fay, J: will 
bear myfelfproudly, if I perceive the love come from 
her; they fay too, that {he will rather die Ian give 'any 
fign of affeB:ion.-I did never think to m rry :-1 mull
not feem proud :-happy are they that hear their de
traB:io~, and can put them ~ mending. They fay, tie 
lady is fair; 'tis a truth, I can bear them witnefs : and 
virtuous ;-'tis fo, I cannot reprov! it: and wiJe-, but 
for loving me ;-By my troth, it is no addition to her 
wit i-nor no great argument of her folly, for~ will be 
ltorribly in love with her.-I may chance haw( fome odd 
quirks and remnants of wit broken on me, becaufe I have 
rail'd fa long againft marriage: But doth not the appe
tite alter? A man loves the meat in his youth, that ~e J 

cannot endure in his age: Shall qu1:j..f, and ientences 
and thefe paper bullets of the brain, awe a man [i'om t ' 
career of his humo'lr? No: The wo:-Id mult be peopl'e,. 
When. I faid, I would die a bachelor, I did not think I 
fhould live till I were marry'd.-Here comes Beatrice: 
By this day, {he's a fair lady: 1 do fpy [orne marks at 
love in her. . 

Enter BEATRICE. 

B eat. AgaiMl: my will, I am fent to bid you come in 
to dinner. 

B ene. Fair Beatrice, I thank you for your pains. 
Beat. I took no more pains for thofe thanks, th3,n you 

take pains to thank me; if it had been painful, I would 
not have come. 

B ene. You take pleafure then in- the mefTagc? 
B eat. Yea, jult {o much as you may take upon a knife 's 

poin t, and choke a daw withal :-You have no ftomach . 
iignior; fare you well. [Exir. 
B~e. Ha! Againfl my ".)Jill I amfint to hid you come ill 

to dinner-there's a double meaning in that. I took 110 

more pains for thofe thanks, than you took pains to thank 
me-that's as much :0.5 to fay, Any pains that I take for 
you is as eafy as thanks :..-If I do not take pity of her, I 
am a villain; if I do not Jove hel, J am a Jew: 1 will 
gP get her pi.Cture, [E.:. il . 

A, C 'r 
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ClfT III. 

NOTHING. 

A SCENE I. 
\ Leonato'! Garden. 

Enter H\RO, MARGAR.ET, and URSULA. 

fiHero . Good Margaret, rull thee into the parlou}; 
There fhalt thou lind my coufin Beatrice 
Propoling with the p/ince and Claudio} : 
Whifper her ear, and tell her, I and Urfu!a 
Walk in I\e orchard, and our whole difcourfe 
Is all of he~ fay, that thol1 ()verheard'ft us; 
And bid her fteal into .the pleached bower, 
Where honey-fuckles, ripen'd by the fun, 

ade proud By P Inces, that advance their pride 
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Vrbid the fun . enter ;-like favourites, 

gainU that power that bred it :-there will fhe hide her, 
"'To ' Ji lten our propofe 2.: This is thy office; 
Bear thee well in it, and leave us alone. 

Marg. I'll make her corne, I warrant you, prefently. 
... (Exit. 

Hero. Now, Urfula, when Beatrice doth come, 
As we do trace this alley up and down, 
Our talk mult only be of Benedick: . 
When I do name him, let it be thy part 
Tu prlife him more than ever man did merit : 
My t.alk to thee muil: be, how Benedick 
Is fick inJove with Beatrice: ' Of this matter 
I s little Cupid's crafty arrow made, 
That only wounds by hear-fay. Now begin; 

Enter BEATRI CE , behind. 
For look where Beatrice, like a lapwing, runs 
Clofe by the ground, to hear our conference. 

Uif. The pleafant'ft angling is to fee the fifh 
Cut with her golden oars the fllver fhearn, 
And greedily devour the treacherous bait ; 

I Propoling with the prince and Claudio: J Propojing is converfing, 
from the French word-propos, difcourfe, talk. STEEVENS. 

• - our propofe :] Thus the quarto. Th~ folio reads--our purpoJ,. 
f'ropofl is right. Sec the preceding notc: STUV£l'o s. 

a -+ So 

.,' 



%~s MUCH ADO 
So angle we for Beatrice; who even now 
Is couched in the woodbine C1>verture; 

~I 
Fear you not my part of the dialogue. j l 

Hero. Then go we near her, that her e, . lofe nothing 
Of the falfe fweet bait that we lay for it.-' 

['1hry ad'UQlzcc to the hot".lJ~" 
No, tr~ly, Ur{ula, lhe is too difdainful: 
I know her fpirits are as coy and wiM 
As haggards 3 of the rock. 

Vr;(. But are you fure, )I 
That Benedick loves Beatrice fo entirely? /' 

Hero; So fays the prince, and my new-trothed lord. 
Urf. And did they bid you tell her of it, madam? 
Hero. They did intreat me to acquaintjler of it: 

But I perfuaded them, if they lov'd Beltt.'iilclt, 
To willi him wre1l:le with affection, 
And never to let Beatrice know of it. 

V,f. Why Ciid you fo? Doth not the gentleman 
Deferve as full, as fortunate a bed 4, 

.As ever Beatrice £hall couch upon? 
Hero. 0 God of love! I know, he doth deferve 

As much as may be yielded to a man: 
But nature never fram'd a woman's heart 
Of prouder ftuff than that of Beatrice : 
Difdain and fcorn ride fparkling in her eyes, 
Mifprifing S what they look on ; and her wit 
Values it{elf fo highly, that to her 
All matter e}lfe feems weak: Jhe' cannot love, 
Nor take no £hape norproject 'of afFeCl:ion, 
She is fo felf endeared . . 

Urf. Sure, I think fo ; 
And therefore, certainly, it were not good 
~he knew his love, left Jhe. make [port at it. 

H ero. Why, youfpeak truth; I never yet raw man, 

" 
l 

3 -as haggards..,...) The wilde/!: of the hawk {pedes. MA LONl • 

... - as full, as fort.~ale a bed, J Full is ufed by our author and his 
cDnttml'0rarics for abJo!ute, ,o",plet<,perfea. So, in Antony and Cleopatra, 
.. theful1ej1 man and worthieft;'· and in Otbel/o, (as Mr. Steevens has 
.,bferved,) "What a full fortune Joth the thick.lips owe?" MAL01: E. 

S Mifprijimg-] Defpifing, contemning. J"RNSON. 

) 

To tniJprize i$ to IIndeMlalu{, or take in a wrong light, 5 TEE v E" ' . 

5 How' 
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How wife" how noble, young, how rarely featur'd, 
But £he wo d [pell him backward 6: if fair-faced. 
She'd [wea the gentleman £hould be her fifter; 
If black, w , nature, drawing of an antick, 
Made a foul lot 1: if tall, a lance ill.headed ; 

• ~flow, an agate very vilej;r cut! : 
If 

II _ Iptll him Dack'WasJ :] Alluding to the prafHce of witches in. 
uttering prayers. 

The fO$OWing patTage, containing a fimilar train of thought, is from. 
Lilly's /l . omy of Wit, ISSI, p. 44. b: - "ifhe bedeanly, they [wo
men] term proude; if meene in apparel, a {Joven; iftaJl, a lungi&; if 
/horte, a dwarfe; if bold, blullle; if !hamefaft, a coward; &c. P. 55' 
If D,e be well (et, then call her a bolfe l if /lender, a halil twig; if /he 
be pleafant, then is !he wanton; if fullen, a clowne; if honeft, then i. 

'\lbe coye." STE !"~~ NS. 
7 lfblack, why, nature, drawing of all an tick, 

Made a foul blot :] The antick was a bufioon charaCler in the 
old Engli!h farces, with a blacked faCt, and a patcb-'Wor~ babit. What 
1 wo uld obferve from hence is, that the name of antic~ Or anti1uI, given 
to this charaCler, ihews that the people had fome traditional ideas of its 
being borrowed from the ancitnt minm, who are ,thus defcribed by 
Apuleius, "mi",i untunculo, fu ligint f acitm obduEli." WAR B • 

• J believe what is here f~id of the old Engli!h farces, is faid at random. 
Dr. Warburton was thinking, I imagine, of the modern Harlequin. 
1 'have met with no proof that the face of the antick or Vice of the 
old Engli!h comedy was blackened. By the word black in the text, is 
o:1ly meant, as 1 conceive, fwarthy, or dark brown. MALONE. 

8 !flo",), an agate vtry viltly cur :]Dr. Warburton reads agltt, which 
was adopted, I think, too hailily, by the fubfequent editors. I fee no 
rea(on for departing from th~ old ~oFY' Shakfpeare'. comparifons 
{carcely ever anfwer completely on both lides. Dr. W.rburton alko, 
" What likenefs is there between a little man and an agar 1" No oth~r 
than that both are j",all. Our author has himfelf in another place 
compared a vtry littl. man to an agat.. "Thou whorfon mandrake. 
(fays Falft.fi-to his page,) thou art litter to be worn in my cap, than 
to wait at my heels. I was never fo man'J with an agate ,till now. "
H.,o means no more than this: " If a lTlan be low. Beatrice will fay 
that he is as diminutive and unhappily formed as ap ill-cut agate." , 

It appears both from the pallage juft quoted, and from one of Sir John 
Harrington's epigrams,4to. 1618, that agates were commonl~ worn in 
Shakfpeare's time: . 

" THE AUTHOR TO A DAUGHTER NINE YEARS OLD. 
" Though pride in damfds is a hateful vice, 

" Vet c0\11d I like a nob:~-minded girl, 
" That would demand me things of colUy price, 

" Rich velvet gowns, pendents, a r. ~ chains of pearle, 
.. Cark'nets of agflll, cut with rare tI ... ,ice," &c. 

Thefe 
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If fpe aking, why, a vane blown with· all wind 9; 
If filent, why, a block moved with hone. I 

So turns !he every man the wrong fide out; ! 
And never gives to truth and virtue, that 
Which fimp1enefs and merit purchafeth. 

Urf. Store, fure, fuch carpil1b is not commendable,' 
Hero. No: not to be fo odd, a,nd from all fa!hions, 

As Beatrice is, cannot be commendab'Ie : 
But who dare tell her fo? If I !hould fpeak, 
She'd mock me into air; 0, !he would laugh m,. 
Out of myfelf, prefs me to death I with wit. 1' . 
Therefore let Benedick, like cover'd fire, 
Confume away in fighs, wafte inwardly: 
I t were a better death than die . with m~ ~ ; 
Which is as bad as die with tickling". 

UrJ. Yet tell her of it; hear what !he will fay. 
Hero. No; rather I will go to Benedick, 

And counfel him to fight againft his paffion: 
And, truly, I'll dev.ife fome honeft flanders 

f t' 

Thefe lines, at the fame time th. tthey add fupport to the old re.ding, 
lhew, I think, Iob at the words "vilely cut," are to be underftood in 
their ufu.1 fen fe, when applied to precious ftQnes, viz. aWkwardly wrought 
hy a IDOl, and not, as Mr. Steeven. fuppofed, grotehuely ·ruined by na
ture. MALON!:. 

9 - a vane hlown witb ail winds;] This comparifull might hav.' 
been borrowed ffom an ancient bl. let. ballad, entitled A comparifon of 
thtTife of man: 

" I may compare a man againe 
(( Even like unto a twining vaine, 
" That changeth even as doth the wind; 
" Indeed fa is man's feeble mind." STEEVENS. 

J _ prefs me 10 death-] The aHulion is to an ancient punilhment of 
our law, called peine fort et dure. which Was formerly inflicted on tboCe 
perCon" who, being indicted, refufed to plead . In confequence of their 
filence, they were pre/led to death by an heavy weignt laid upon their 
fromach. This pUnili,ment the good fenfe and humanity of the legi
nature have within thefe few years abolilhed. MALONE. 

~ It were a better death than die ~v ith mocks;] Thus the quart? So 
before: "To wilh him wre.ftle with altection." The folio re.ds-a 
better death to die with mocks. M ALON );. 

3 - with tickling,] The author meant that tickling lhould be pro
nounced as a trifyllable; tickeling. So, in Spenfer's F. Q.:.b. ii. c. n. 

" -- a ftrange k ind of harmony; 
.. Which Gayon's fenfes fO/tly Ijek,/cd, ,,", MALONl:. 

To . 

J 
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'fa {bin m, ooufm with: One doth not know, 
flow much , ill word may empoifon liking. 

Urf. 0,.( not do your coulin fuch a wrong. 
She dnnot ' fo much without true judgment, 
(Having fa ii ' ift and excellent a wit, 
4s fhe is priz'd to have,) ¥ to refufe ;I 

So rare a gentleman as fignior Benedick. 
Hero. He is the oaly man of Italy, 

Always excepted my dear Claudio. 
Urf. vray you, be not angry with me, madam, 

Speaking"wy fancy; fignio.r Benedick, 
For fhape, for bearing, argumenl 4 , and valour, 

~ Goes foremoft in report through Italy. 
. Hero. Indeed, he hath an excellent good name. 

\ 
Urf. His excdh!!1ce did earn it, ere he had it.

When are you marry'd, madam? 
Hero . Why, every day ;-to-morrow: Come, go in, 

I'll fhew thee fame attires; and have thy counfel, 
Which is the beft to furnifh me to-morrow. 

Ur;f. She's limed 5, I warrant you; we have caught 
her, madam. ' 

Hero. Ifit prove fa, then loving goes by haps: 
Some Cupid kills with arrows, fame with traps. 

[Exeunt HE RO and URSU LA. BEATR I CE advanuJ. 
B eat. What fire is in mine ears 6? Can this be true? 

Stand I condemn' d for pride and fcorn fa much r 
Contempt, farewell! and maiden pride, adieu !' 

No glory lives behind the back of fuch. ,.. 

4 - argument,] This word (eems here to lignify difcourje, or, the 
1'owe" ofroafoning. JOHNSON. 

5 She', limed,] She is enfnared and entangled, as a fparrow with birtl. 
lime. JOHNSON. 

The folioreads-She'sto'en. STEEVENS. 
1\ Whatfire i, in mine ears?] Alluding to a proverbial faying ef the 

common people, that th .. ;r ears burn, when others are talking of them. 
W AR BURTON. 

The opinion from whence this provel'bial faying is derived, is of great 
antiquity, being thus mentioned by Pliny: "Moreover is not this an 
opinion generally received, that when our ears do glow and tingle , fome 
there be that in our abfence doo t alkc of us" . P. Holland's 'Iranflation. 
13. xl\viii. P.297. SeealfoBrown's Pu/garErrors. RU:D. 

And, 
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And Benedick, love on, I wiH requite thee; , 

Taming my wild heart to thy loving hand I; 
If thou doft love, my kindne/s /hall incite t Ie 

To bind our loves up in a holy band: 
For others fay, thou doLr-de.ferve: and I 
Believe 'it better than reportlllzly. 

seE N E :no 
.A Room ill Leonato's Houft. • 

Ellter DOlt PEDRO, CLAUDIO, BENED,(K, and 
LEONATO. 

.' 

D. Pedro. I do but ftay till your marriage be confum. I 
mate, and then ~o Itoward Arragon. 

Claud. I'll brmg you thither, my lor , if you'll vouch(: 
fafe me. 

D. Pedro. Nay, that would be as great a foil in the , 
new glofs of your marriage, as to /hew a child his new 
wat, and forbid him to wear it s. I will only be bold 
with Benedick for his company; for, from the crown, of 
his head to the fole of his foot .. he is all mirth; he hath 
twice or thrice cut Cupid's bow-ftring, and the little 
hangman dare not {hoot at him 9: he ~ath <J heart as 

7 Taming "'1 "Wila hetJrt to tby 10'(Jing hand jj This image is takM 
from falconry. She had been charged with being as wild as haggardt 
"j tbt rock; the therefore fays, that 'Wild as her htart ;s, the will tamt 
itt. tbt band. JOHNSON. 

8 _ aSlo fht'W II cbild bis fleW coat, and j~rbid him to ~'ar it.] So, in 
Romfo and Julitt : 

" As is the night before fome felHvaJ, 
" To an impatient child, that hath new robes, 
" And may not wearthem." ST£EVENS. 

9 _ tbt littlt hangman dart not fooot at bim :] This charaCler of Cupid 
came from the Arcadia of Sir Philip Sidney: 

" Millions of yeares this old drivel Cupid lives; 
" While frill more wretch, more wicked he doth prove: 

" Till now at length that Jove him office gives, 
" (At Juno'sfuitc, who muchdid Argus love,) 

.. In this our world a bangnrop/ for co be 
" Of all thofe fooles that will have all they (ee." 

B. U. tho 14; FAIIM!I. 

found 
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rq~d as a ell, and his tongue is the clapper; for what 
l'iis heart th ' ks, his tongue fpeaks '. 

Be1f"f. G~ ants, I am not as I have been. 
Leo'ft-. So . I; methinks, you are fadder. 
Claud. I H pe, he be in love. , 

• D. Pedro. Hang him, tJuant; there's no tru.! drop of 
blood in him, to be truly touch'd with love; ifhe be fad. 
he wants money. .. 

Bent. I have the tooth-ach. 
D. Pltfro. Draw it. 
Bene. nang it! 
Claud. You mufthang it lid!:, and draw it afterwards. 
D. Pu/ro. What? figh for the tooth-ach ? 
Leoll. Where is but a humour, or a worm? 
Bene. Well, Everyone can mafter a grieP but he that 

..las it. 
Claud. Yet fay I, he is in love. 
D. Pede There is no appearance offancy J in him, un

lers it be a fancy that he hath to ftrange difguifes; as to 
be a Dutchman to-day; a Frenchman to-morrow; or 
in'the {hape of two coulltries at once, as, a German from 
the waifl: downward, all flops 4-; and a Spaniard from the 
hip upward, no doublet·; Unlefs he have a fancy to this 
foolery, as it appears he hath, he is no fool for fancy, as 
you would have it to appear he is. . 

Claud. Ifhe be not in love with fome woman, there is 
no believing old figns: he brufhes his ha o'mornings; 
What fhould that bode? 

D. Pedro. Hath any man feen him at the barber's? 
Claud. No, but the barber's man hath been feen with 

, - as a bell, and his tongue i. the clapper; &c. J A covertallulion to 
the Diet proverb: 

tI As the fool thinketb, 
" So the bell c1inketb." STEEV l'! NS. 

~ - can mafter a gri.f-] The old copies read corruptly- ranl/Df. 
The correction was made by Mr. Pope. MALO N !!. 

3 'Th.r< j, 110 al'ptarance iffancy {sf c.] Here i. a play upon the word 
fancy, which Shak(peare u(es for 10000e as well a. for h"mour, caprift, or 
aifeElatioll . JOHNSON. 

4 -aI/flops;] Siopsareloofebrmhe,. STEEY!!!< S. 

• - no doublet:] Or, in other words, all ~l'ak. M"I.ONlI . 

him ; 



him; and the old ornament' of his cheek atn aJr~a,r!y 
fiufF'd tennis-balls 5. • 

MUCH ADOi" 
Leon. Indeed, he looks younger than he ifiid, py the 

10fs of a beard. .! 
D. Pedro, Nay, he rubs llimfelf with ci et: Can you 

{mell hm out by that? , • 
Claud. That' s as much as to fay~ The fweetyouth's in love. 
D. Pedro, The greatefi no:e of it fs his melancholy . . 
Claud. And when was he wO.'lt to walli hi~ fac!!? 
D. Ped'l'o. Yea, or to paint himfelf? for tHe which, 

I hear what they fay of him. ~ 
Claud. Nay, but his jelling fpirit; which is now 

crept into a lute-firing 6, and now govern'd by fiops. 
D. Pedro. Indeed, that tells a heavy tale for him; 

Conclude, conclude, he is in love. - . 
Claud. Nay, but I know who loves him. 
D. Pedro. That would I know too; I warrant, one .that 

knows him not. 
Claud. Yes, and his ill conditions 1 ,; and, in defpight 

of all, dies for him. 
D. Ped/·o. She 1hall be buried with h,~r face upwards 8. 

Bene. 
S _ and the old ornament of his cheek hatb alrlady Iluft'd tenni,.ball s. J 

So, in A Wonderful-PrognoJlicationfor this rtar of our Lord J 59' ; 
written by Nallie, in ridicule of Richard Harvey',-" th.y may 1 ~11 
their haire by the pound tofluffi tennicehalles." STEEVENS. 

I> _ creprinto tl lute fll'ing-l Love.fongs in our author's time wen 
generall.y fung to the mufick or the lute. So, in K. Htnry IV. P. I. 
u_asmelancholyas an old lion, or a lover~$luu.n M .... LONE. 

7 _ hi, ill conditions:J i. e. qualities . MALONE. 

a She /hall be buried witb her f,ce upwards. J Mr. Theobald's emen
dation [with her beel, upwards] appear. to be very fpecious. Th. 
m . aning feems to be, that /he who aCl.d upon principles contrary to 
others, lliould be buried with the fame contrariety. JUHNSON. 

Theobald's conjeClure may be fupported by a pallage in Tbe H'lid 
Goofe Chace of B. and Fletcher: 

" - if 1 die 0' th' firft fit, I am unhappy, 
" And worthy to be buried with my heel, upwards." 

The palrage, indeed, may mean only-Sbe foal! be buried in htr lovu', 
.rms. So, in 'The Win,.", 'Tale: 

" Flo. 'What? like a corfe? 
" Per. No, like a bank fe, love to lie and play on; 
" Not like a corfe :-or if,- not to be buried, 
" Bur 'luick, and j" min. arm,. STEEVE"'S. 

This laft is, J beli eve, the true interpretation. Our author oitc~ 
quotes Lilly'i Cramr.titj (fec p, l68.) and here ' perhaps he remem

bered 

• 
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Jtnt. is this no charm for the tooth-ach.-Old 
~or, a~ afide with me; I ha.ve frudied eight or nine 

. wife \vor s ~ fpeak to you, whIch thefe hobby-horfes 
mull ~t he . [Exeunt BEN E. alld LEON ATO. 

D. Pedro. or my life, to break with him about Beatrice • 
• Claud. 'Tis even fo: Mero and Margaret 'have by 

this play'd their parts with Beatrice; and then the two 
beal'S will not bite 0 e another, when they meet. 

Enter Don JOHN. 

D. J~'h~ My lord and brother, God fave you. 
D. Pedro. Good den, brother. 
D. John. If your leifure ferv'd, I would fpeak with you. 
D. Pedro. In private? 
D. John. If ,r pleafe you ;- yet count Claudio may 

hear; for what I would fpeak of, concerns him. 
D. Pedro. What's the matter? 
D. John. Means your lordfhip to be marry'd to-mor-

row 1 [ero Claudio. 
D. Pedro. You know, he does . 
.D. John. I know not that, when he knows what I know. 
Claud. If there be any impediment, I pray you, dif-

cover it. 
D. John. You may think, I love you not; let that ap

pear hereafter, and aim better at me by that I now will 
manifefr: For my hrother, I think, he holds you well; 
and in dearnefs of heart hath holp to effect your cnfuing 
marriage: furely, fuit ill fpent, and labour ill bellow'd t 

D. Pedro. Why, what's the matter? 
D. John., I came hither to tell you, and, circumfrances 

fhorten'd, (for {he hath been too long a talking of,) the 
lady is difloyal. 

Claud. Who? Hero? 
D. John. Even fhe ; Leonato's Hero, your Hero, every 

man's Hero 9 . ' 

bored a phrare that occurs in that book. p. 59. and is thus interpreted: 
_H Tu cubas fupinus, thou nell: in btd 'With tby face upward,."-Hu/, 
and fact never could have been confounded by either the eye or the ear. 

MALONE. 
9 L tonarD's HtrD, y,ur Hero, evtry man's H.,. •• ) Dryden has tranf

planted this rareafm into his Allfor L ove: "YourCleopatra; Dola
bella's Cleopatra, every man's Cleopatra," S 'l 1 EVENS. 

Clautl. 
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Claud. DifioyaJ.? '; j . 
D. John. The word is too good to paint 4t;fler rc-. 

ednefs; I could fay, fhe wen: worfe; thi you, of a ' 
worfe. title, and I will lit her to it. Wo .der r.~t till 
further warrant: go but with me to-night, ' you lhall fee 
her ch~ber-window enter'd ;;teyen the ni~ht before hc;r 
wedding-day: if you love her th,en, to-morrow wed her; 
but it would better fit your honour to thange your mind. 

Claud. May this be fo ? 
D. Pea'ro. I will not think it. 
D. John. If you d,\re not truft that you/ee, confefs 

not that you know: if you will follow me, I will lhew 
you enough; and when you have feen morel and heard 
more, proceed accordingly. ' 

Claud. If Ifee any . thiug to-riight Why I lhouid not 
marry her; to:morr~w, in the congregation, where I 
iliould wed, there wlll I lhame her. 

D. Pedro. And, as I wooed for thee to ob:ainher, I will 
join with thee to difgrace her. 

D. John . I will difparage her no farther, till y~u are 
my witneffes : bear it. coldly but till midnight. and 1et 
the iffue lhew itfelf. ' • . 

D. Pedro. 0 day untowardly turned! 
Claud. 0 mifchiefftrangely thwarting! 
D. Jobn. 0 plague right we prevented! 

So wil1 you fay, when you have feen the fequel~ 

SCEN 'E II . 
[Exeunt. 

./l Street. 
Ellter DOGBE RR Y andVERcEs. 'Witb the Watch. 

D og. Are you good men and true ? 
Per. Yea, or elfe it were pity but they fuou!d fuffer 

falvation, body and foul. .' 
Dog. Nay that were a punilhment too good for them, 

if they lhould have any allegianee ill them, being chofen 
. for the prince's watch. ' 

Per. Well give th~m their chargeS~ seighpour Dog-
ber'ry. . . • 

1 -give tbem tbeir charge, ] It appears from fevera1 of our'~ld come· 
dies, that to cbarge his fellows, was a regular part of the' duty of tbe 
cQnlbble of the Watch. M,UONE. . , 

• . DOl-
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. Dot. F ftl~hO think you 'the molt defartlefs man to 
\ ~.:- ~ftab . 

• i. atc " ugh Oatcake, fir, or George Seacoa! ; for 
they ca. wntt dread, r Dog. Come hither, neighbour Seacoal: God hath 
bletred you' with a good nam;' : to be a well-favQur;d man 
is 'he gift of fortune; but to write and read comes by 
nature, ~ 

z. Wa tch, Botn which, mafrerconftable,-
Dog. You have.; I knew it would be your anfwer. 

Well, for ygur favour, .fir , why, give God thanks, and 
make no baail: of it; 'and for your writing and reading. · 
let that appear when there is. ,no need of fuch vanity. 
You are thought here jo be the moll: fenfelefs and fit man 
for the conll:able of.-the watch; therefore bear you the 
lanthorn: This is"your charge; you !hall comprehend all 
vagrom 'men; you are to bid any man frand, in the 
prince's name. 

z. Wafih. How if he will not ihnd ? 
Dog. Why then, take no note of bim, but let Jlim go; 

and prefently call thereft of the watch together, ~lld thank 
Goa you are rid ofa knave. 

reI' . If he will not frand when he is bidden, he is none 
(lfthe prince's fubjeH.s. 

Dog . True, and they. are to meddle with none but the 
prince's ubjech :- You ihall alfo make no noife in the 
frreets; for, for the watch to babble alld to talk, is moil: 
tolerable and,not to be endured. 

z. Walch, We will rather fleep than talk; we know 
what belongs to a watch. 

Dog. Why, you (peak like an ancient and moll. quiet 
watchman; for I cannot fee how fleeping Ihould offend : 
only, have a care that your bills be not ftolen ~ :-WeJI,. 
you are to call at all the ale-houfes. and bid them that are 
drunk get them to bed. ' 

%. Wptch. How if they will not? 
Ddg. ' 

," - bill, b. not jUlen :) A ' hill is /H1l carried by the watchmen at 
L,tchneld. It w'u the old weapon of the Englilh infantry, which, (aya 
Temple, ga'v. tb. ",oj1 gbaflly tlnd dtplorablt 'Wo.ndlo It may be callcci 
fee .risJalcat •• JOHN'ON. 

• VII~. II. , S The 
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Dog. Why then, let them alone till thelr 0 or; it 

they make you not then the better anfwer, '2 m~, I 
they are not the men yon took them for. . I .• 

2. Watch. Well, fir, 
Dog. If you meet a thief,. you may (i ipetl im, !:j 1 

virtue of your office, to be no. true man: and, fc>r fuch 
kind of men, the lefs you '!!'eddie or make with the!)) , 
why, the more is for your honefty. . 

2. Watch. If we know him to be a thief, {hall we not 
lay handi on him? 
Do.~ . Truly, by YOllr office you may; but, I think, 

they that touch pitch will be defiled; the rrf.ift peaceable 

The following are examples of ancient billl. 

STZEV EN S. 

way 
'. 
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yVi r ' ~,ifyou do take a thief, is, to let him {hew 
M, If , a'~e is, audfteal Ollt of your compc.~y . 
Ye You )ave been alway~ called a merciful man, 

partnen . r- Dog. Trul , I would not hang a dog by my will; much 
JJ4Dre a man who hath any l~l1lefty in him. 

Yer. If you hear a child cry in the night 1, you muil 
call to the nurfe, and bid her frill it. 

2. Watch. How if the nurfe be aileep, and will not 
hear us ? 

Dog. WrY' then, depart in peace, and let the child 
wake her with crying: for the ewe that will not hear 
her lamb when it baes, will never anfwer a calf when he 
bleats. ' 

reI'. 'Tis very true. 
Dog. This is the end of the charge. You, conJbble, 

are to prefent the prince's own perlon; if you meet the 
prince in the night, YOll may filly him. 

Ye1'. Nay, by'r-Iady, that, I think, he cann~t. 
Dog. Five fbillings to one on't, with any m'an that 

knbws the il:atues, he may il:ay him: marry, not without 
the prince be willing: for, indeed, the watch ought to 

:I If you hear a child cry &e.] It is not impoffible but th at p:trt of 
this fecne was intended as a burlefque on The Statutes of tb. StrlCll, im~ 
printed by Wolfe, in J 59S' Among thefe I find the following: 

22. " No man thall blowe any horne in the night, within thi; cittie, 
or whiftle after the houre of nyne of the clock in the night, under paine: 
of imprifonment. _ 

23. " No man thall ufe to goe with vifoure" or difguifed by night, 
under like :paine of imprifonment. 

z4. " Made that night-walkers, and evifdroppers, like punithment. 
!2.S' " No hammar-mao, as a {lilith, a pewterer, a founder, and all 

artificers making great found, {hall not worke after the hOllre of nyne at 
the Jtight, &c." 

30. " N" man /hall, after the houre of nyne at night, keepe any rulo, 
whereby any futh fuddaine out-cry be made in the ftill of the nig,ht, as 
making any airray, or beating his wyfe, or fervant, or linging, or revyl
ing in hi. houfe, to the difrurhaunce of his neighbours, under payne of 
iii s. iiii d. &c. &c.n 

lien J onfon, appears to have ridiculeq this fcene in the lnduction to 
hi, Bartholome~u-Faire: " And then a fubftan :ial '.<latrh to have ftole 
~n ,upon 'em, and taken them away with mijlaking 1vord. , as lhe falhion 
IS til the !\age practice," S T!: f: v J N S. 

S z offend 
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offend no man j and it is an offence to fraYl n ar;' I 
his will. .! } 

Ycr. By'r-lady, I think, it be fo. ' 
Dog. Ha, ha, ha! Well, mafters, go nigh; ~n 

there be any matter of weight chances, call up me: keep I 
your fellows' counfels and you~own ", and good night ..... 
Come, neighbour, 

2 . Watch. Well, ma!l:ers, we heat; our charge: let us 
go lit. here upon the church-bench till two, and then all 
to bed. 

Dog. One word more, honeft neighbours : .I pray you, 
watch about fignior Leonato's door; for the wedding be
ing there to-morrow, there is a great coil to-night: Adieu ; 
be vigitant, I befeech you. 

[ExfIlnt DOGB E RR y and V E RCH . 

Enter BORACHIO and CONRADE. 

Bora. What ! Conrade,-
2. W atch. Peace , !l:ir not. [Afide. 
Bora. Conrade, I fay! 
Con. Here, man, I am at thy elbow. 
Bora. Mafs, and my elbow itch'd; I thought, there 

would a fcab follow. 
Con. I will owe thee an anfwer for that; and now for

ward with thy tale. 
Bora. Stand thee clofe then under this pent-houfe, fo l' 

it drizzles rain; and I will, like a true drunkard, utter 
all to thee. 

2. Watch. [afide.] Some treafon, ma!l:ers ; yet !l:andc1ofe. 
Bora. Therefore know, I have earned of Don John 

a thoufand ducats. 
Con. Is it pomble that any villainy lhould be fo dear? 
Bora. Thou fhould'!l: rather alk, if it were poffible 

any villainy fhould be fo rich; for when rich villains 
have need of poor ones, poor ones may make what price 
they will. 

Con. I wonder at it . 
• _ At~p jour i ,lIows' cDunftb and YD"' own, ] This . is part " f the 

oath of a grand juryman; and is one of many proofs of Shakfpeare ... 
h.vine been very converfant, at (orne period of h,s life, with legal pro. 
ceedings and courts of juftice. MALO N E , 
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~. B~,t. ':"h t fhews, thou art unconfirm'd 4 : Thou 
~10\'~~' .h. t the fafbion of a doublet, or a hat, or a 
cfoak,. is notl.ing to a man. 
COIl ~ Ses, 1. is apparel. 

, • -E'nra. 1 me~n, the faJlUon. 
Can. Yes, the fafhion i~ the falhion. • 

"Bora. Tulh! 1 may as well fay, the fool's the fool. But 
[ee'il:· thou D<lt, what :t deformed thief this falhion is ! 

1. Watch. 1 know that Deformed; he has been a vile 
thief this feven year; he goes up and down like a gentle
man: I remember his name. 

Bora. DiJft thounot hear fome body? 
COil. No; 'twas the vane on the houfe. 
B ortl . Seeft thou not, 1 fay, what a deformed thief this 

falhion is ! how giddily he turns about all the Itot bloods, 
between fourteen and five and thirty! fometime, falhion 
i:lg them like Pharaoh's foldiers in the reechy painting s ; 
fometime, like god Bel's priefts in the old church-win. 
dow: fometime, like the Ihaven Hercules 6 in the 7 fmirch'd 
worm-ea.ten tapefi:,y, where his cod-piece feexus as 
maily as his club' 

Con. All this 1 fee; and fee, that the falhion wears 
ou.t more apparel than the man: But art not thou thyfelf 
giddy with the falbion too, that thou haft fhifted out of 
thy tale into telling me of the falbion? 

BorD, Not [0 neilher: hut know, that I have to-night 
wooed Margaret, the lady Hero's gentlewoman, by the 
name of Hero; fhe leans me out at her miftrefs' cham
ber-window, bids me a thoufand times good night,-I tell 
this tale vilely:-I fhould firft tell thee, how the prince, 

....... ulftonjirl'l'.d:] i. e. uupraltifed in the \vaY$ofthe 'tVOli4. W"J."'. 
S _ reechy painting;] is painting /lain'd by 'fmoke; from Recan, 

Anglo-Saxon, to rtek,Jumart. 5TEEVESS. • 

b _ Jom'timt, like tbt foavln Htreul .. &c.) I believe that Shak
fpear. by tbe jbavtn Hercules meant only litreul .. 'Wbtn /ha'IJui,'I make 
him look like a 'Woman, while he remained in the fervice of OmphaJe, hi, 
Lydian mi/lrefs. Had tbe jbaven Hercults been meant to repr.fent 
Sameon, [as Dr. Warburton fuppofed,l he would probably have been 
e~uipped with a jaw-bone inftead ofa c7ub. STEEVESS. 

7 _ fmffe~'d] Sinircb'd is Coiled, obfcured. So, in As ,ou Litt it: 
" A'nd with a kind of umber Jmirc;; my face." STEEVEI'IS. 

. S 3 Claudio 
I ' . 



, \ 
- ~6% I 

Claildio. and my mafter, planted and placed, 'an 
felfed by my mafter Don John, faw afar olf ir the ore 
this amiable encounter. 

MUCH ADO j 
Con. Andthought they, Margaret was Ht"ro ? 
Bora. Two of them did, the prince and Claudio; bu 

the devil my mailer knew fhe .was Margaret; and partly 
by his oaths, which firft poJfeJfed them, partly by the dark 
~ight, which did deceive them, bu· chiefly by my ·vil
lainy, which did confirm any flander that Don John had 
made, away went Claudio enraeed; fwore he would meet 
her, as he was appointed, next morning at the temple, 
and there, before the whole congregation, fhame her with 
what he faw o'er night, and fend her home again with
out a hulband. 

J. Watch. We charge you in the prince's name, ftand. 
, :z. Watch. Call up the right mafter conllable : We have 

here recovered the moll dangerous piece of lechery that 
ever was known in the common-wealth. 

J. Wate!.;. And one Defurmed is one of them; I know 
him, he wears a lock s. 

Con. Mailers, mallers,-
:z. Watcb. You'll b-e made bring Deformed forth, I 

warrant you. ' 
C01t. Mallers,-
1. Watch. Never fpeak; we charge you; let us obey 

you to gO with' us 9. 

Bora. We are like to prove a goodly commodity, be\ng 
taken up of thefe mens bilk 

CO". A commodity in quellion, I warrant rou. Come. 
we'll obey you. [Exeunt. 

8 _ wears a /oc~'.1 See Dr. Warburton's Note, Act V. fe. i. 
ST:! LV:I NS .. 

, NeVer (peak; &;f c] Thefe words in the old copies afe by the mill:ake 
ef the tranlCriber or printer given to Conrade. The prefent regulation 
Is Mr. Theobald's. MALONE. 

SCENE I 
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seE N E IV. 
,) .A Room in Leonato's HOl/fi. 

r.,- Eater HERO, MAR-GARI!T, and UR SULA: 

Hero. Good Urfula, wake my couiin Beatrice, and 
Mfire her to rife. ,. . ~ 

Ur.f. I will, lady .• 
Hero. And bid lier come hither. 
Urf. Well. [Exit URSULA. 

Mar. Troth, I think, your other rabato' were better. 
Hero. No~ pray thee, good Meg, I'll wear this. 
Mar. By my troth, it's not fo good: and I warrant, 

your couiin will fay fo. 
. Hero. My couiin's a fool, and thou art another; I'll 
wcar none but this. 

Mar. I like the .new tire within excellently, if the 
hair were a thought browner": and your gown's a moil: 
rare faihion, j' faith. I faw the dutchefs of Milan 's 
gown, that they praife fo. 

B ero. 0, that exceeds , they fay. 
Mar. By my troth it's but a night-gown in re

fpeCi of yours: Cloth of gold, and cuts, and laced 
with filver; fe t with pearls, down {leeves, fid {leeves 

, and £kirts round, underborne with a blueifu tinfe! : but 
for a fine, quaint, graceful, and excellent faih~on, yours 
i s worth ten on't. 

Hero. God give me joy to wear it, for my heart is ex-
ceeding heavy! 

Mat·. 'Twill be heavier foon, by the weight of a man. 
Hero. Fie upon thee! art not alhamed ? 
Mar. Of what, lady r of fpeaking honourably? Is not 

marriage .honourable in a beggar r Is Dot your lord ho
nourable without marriage r I think you would have me 
fay , faving your reverence, - a hujhand; an bad thinking 
do not wreft true fpeaking, I'll offend no bod.y: Is there 

I - roblllD] An ornament for the neck, a collar.band or kind of run: 
Fr. Robal. M enage fa;th it comes from raballre, to put back, becaufe 
it was at firO: IlOthing but tbe coli ar of the a, irr Or {bift turned back to
wards the /boulders. T . H A WKINS • 

.. - if Ib, hajr'"lrell Ib.uglN l>rD'Wnrr:] See P.139, notc,9 . MALON~. 
S 4 any 
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any harm in--tbe heavier for 07 huJband? None, I ~inkJ 
an it be lhe right huIband, and the right wife ; oth~r~ife} ~ 
'tis light, and not heavy: Aik my lady Beatrlce elfe, he~ 
fhe comes. 

Enter BEATRICE. 

Hero. Good morrow, coz. 
Beat. ' Good morrow, fweet Nero. • 
Hero. Why, how now! do you fpcrak in the flck tune? 
Beat. I am out of all other tune, methinks. 
Mar. Clap us into Light o'love 'Z; that goes without a 

burden; do you flng it, and I'll dance it. 
Beat. Yea,Lighto'iove, with your heels !-then if your 

hulband have ftabJes enough, you'll look he flull lack 
no barns 3 . 

Mar. 0 illegitimate conftruClion! I fcorn that with 
my heels. 

Beat . 'Tis almoft five o'clock, coufin; 'tis time you 
were ready. By my troth, I am exceeding ill ;-hey ho ! 

Mar. For a hawk, a horfe, or a hulband 4 ? 
B eat . For the Jetter that begins them all, H s. 
Mat·. Well, an you be not turn'd Turk 6 , there's ,no 

more failing by the frar. 
Beat. What means the fool, trow? 

. Mar. Nothing I j but God fend everyone their heart's 
defire ! 

Hero. Thefe gloves the count fent me, they are an ex-' 
cellent perfume. 

~ Light o'lov.;] This is the name of an old dance tune which hat 
occurred already in the 'l~uo Ginll"",n of f/erona. SIR J. HAWKINS. 

3 _ no harns.] A qu ibble betwe~n harTIS, repofitories of corn, and 
I.irns, the old word for children. J OHriS9ri. 
~_hey ho! 
M3r. for a hawl, a h.rJ., or a hufband IJ "H'igh ho for a huf· 

land" or the willing maid's wants made known," is the title of an old 
ballad in the Pepyfian CollelHon, in Magdalen College, Cambridge. 

MALONE. 

S For tbe Imtr tbal b'gins them all, H.' This is a poor jeft, ,ome
wbat obfcured, and not wOl,th the troubre of elucidat ion. Margaret 
"lks Beatrice for what lbe cries, b'J 1>0; Beatrice anfwers, for aI, H, 
.that i',fqf anacb. orpain. J OHNSON. 

(, - turn'd Turk ,] Hamlet ufes the fame eltpreiJion, and talks ,of 
·hi sJortune" tur,,;ng'Turk. 'To lurn 'Turk was a common phrafe for a. 
change of conditiolj Qr opinion. STJ:E VEN S. 

BUll . " 
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Beat. I:un ftuff'd, coufin, I cannot fmell. 
\ Mar. A maid, and ftulF'd! there's goodly catching of 
(;old! 

B eat. 0, God help me! God help me! how long 
h"V'e you protefs'd apprehenfion r 

Mar, Ever finee you left it: Doth not my wit be-
tome me rarely 1. ... 

Beat. It is not fe~n enough, you lhould wear it in your 
cap.-By my troth, 1 am fiek. 

Mar. Get you fome of this diftiU'd Carduus Be
nediCtus, and lay it to your heart; it is the only thing 
for a quaint. 

Hero. There thou priek'ft her with a thillie. 
B eat. Benedictus! why Benedictus l you have fome 

moral 7 in this Benedictus. 
Mar. Morall no, by my troth, I have no moral mean

ing; I meant, plain holy-thiiUe. You may think, per
chance, that I think you are in love: nay, by'r-Iady. I 
am not fueh a fool to think what I Jift; nor I lift not to 
think what I can; nor, indeed, I cannot think, if I 
would think my heart out o'thinking, that you are in 
love, or that you will be in love, or that you can be in 
love: yet Benedick was fuch al),other, and now is he be
come a man: he fwore he would never marry; and yet 
now, in defpight of his heart, he eats his meat without 
grudging 8: and how you may be converted, I know not; 
but, methinks, you look With your eyes as other wo
men do. 

B eat. What pace is this that thy tongue k~f.'ps ? 
Mar. Not a falfe gallop. 

7 - fome ,"oral-] That is, fome {ecret meaning, like the moral o( a 
fable. JOHNSON. 

Dr. Johnfon's explanation is certainly the true one, though it haa 
been doubted. In tb. Rape of LucreCt OUr author ufes the verb to mo
ralize in the f.me fenfe : 

" Nor could lbe mora/izt his wanton fight ," 
i. e. invei1:igate the latent ",eoning of hi s looks. MA L ONE . 

~ _ be tat, his mtat w it bout grudging :] Perhaps, I . tat IIftal with
out ?;rudging, was the fa me as, to do ., olb" , do , and ,the meaning 
is, 1" is CO"t",t to livt by eating like otbe' mort. Is, and 'WIll ht (on((nt, 
f;IItwitbjlanding hi, boajl' , like .,her mortcls , to hav t a wife. J0FtNSON. 

The meaning, I th ink, is, "and yet now, in fp ight of his reColutioll 
wthccontrary, hefmi, on/ovt, andlik:shi, food." MALONE. 

Re-enter 
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Utj. Madam, withdraw; dIe prince, the count, fig~ , ~ 
nior,Benedick, Don John, and aU the gallants of the town,~,/ 
are coIDe to fetch you to church. r 

Hero. Help to drefs me, good coz, good Meg, gOOlt 
UrCula. [Exeunt 

., SeE N l · V. 
. .Another Room ill Leonatcfs Houfi. 

El1ter LEONA7'0, DOGBER.R.Y, andVfRGES. 

Leon. What would you with me, honeft nei/thbour? 
Dog, Marry, fir, I would have fome confiiience with 

you, that decerns you nearly. 
Leon. Brief, I prlly you; for you fee, 'tis a bufy time 

with me. 
Dog. Marry, thisit is, fir. 
Yer. Yes, in truth it is, fir. 
Leon. What is it, my good friends? 
Dog. Goodman Verges, fir, fpeaks a little of the mat

ter: an old man, fir, and his wtts are not fo blunt, as, 
God help, I would defire they were! but, in faith, honell, 
.as the ikin between his brows 9. 

Per. Yes, I thank God, I am as hOileft as any man liv
ing, that is an old man, and no honeller than 1. 

Dog. Comparifons are odorous: palabraJ J, neighbour 
Verges. 

Leon. Neighbours, you are tedious. 
Dog. It pleafes your worfhip to fay fo, but we are the 

poor duke's officers; but, truly, fOT mine own part, if I 
were as tedious as a king, I could find in my hean to be. 
,tow it all of your worfhip. 

Leon. All thy tedioufnefs on me! ha! 
Dog. Yea, an 'twere a thoufan.d times more than 'tis: 

for I hear as good exclamation onyourworfhip, as of any 
man in the city; and though I be but a poor man, I"IIl 
glad to hear it. 

9 -hontjl a, th. JAin between bi, brow,.] This is a proverbial ex· 
preffion. ST££VENS. 

1 _ I'"/abril',] So, in the 'Tamilfg of tb. Sbrlw, the Tinker fays, 
pCUJ' pa/!"hrat, i. e. few words. A fcrap of Spanilh, wJli(;h might ontt 
hoIve been turrellt amollg the vulgar. ST £1 VEN s. rer, 
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Y,r. And fo am 1. 
Leon. 1 would fain know what you have to fay. 

1 Per. Marry, fir, our watch to-night, excepting your 
worfhip's prefence, have ta'en a couple of as arrant knaves 
a: !l.'lly in Me!ina. 

Dog. A good old man, fir; he will be talking j as they 
f~, When the age is in,.the. wi~, is. out; ~od l~dp us! 
it is a world to fee ~ !-Well fald, I faIth, neIghbour Ver
ges ;-well, God's a'good man 3 j An two men ride of a 
hone, one mull ride behind 4 :-An honell foul, i'faith. 
fir; by my troth he is, as ever broke bread: but, God is 
to be worfhipp'd; All men are not alike; alas, good 
neighbour! 

Le011 . Indeed, neighbour, he comes too /hort of you. 
Dog. Gifts, that God gives. 
L eon. I muftleave you. 
D og. One word, fir: our watch, fir, have, indeed, com

prehended two afpicious perfons, and we would have them 
this morning examined before your worfhip. 

Leoll. Take their examination yourfe1f, and bring it 
IIlJ! j I am now in great halle, as may appear unto you. 

Dog. It /hall be fuffigance. 
L eon. Drink fome wine ere you go: fare you well. -

Enter a Mdfenger. 
Mf.ff. My lord, they fray for you to give your daughter 

to her hllfband. 
Lml. I will wait upon them; I am ready. 

[Exeunt LEU N A TO a1la'Me{fenger. 

2. It is /J 'World to Jtt 1] i. e. it is wonderful to fee. The lan,e 
phrafe often occurs with the fame l1"~ani ng in Holinlhed. ST n:v:uu. 

l _ wtll, God's a good man;] This expreffion (as Mr. Steeven. 
has !hewn) flequently occurs in the old M oraliti.,. MAL ONE . 

4 An two men rid, &c.] This isnotoutofplace, or without mean
ing. Dogberry, in his nnity of fuperi"r parts, apologizing for his 
neighbour, obferves, that of two mt n on an borJe, one mu.ft ride htbind. 
The firft place of rank fir un derfhnding G~n belong but to on" and that 
happy 0"' ought not to defpifehis inferiour. TOHNSON. 

Shakfpeare mi"ht h,ve caught this idea fro m the common feal of 
the Knights Templars; the device of which was two riding u}~n one . 
borfe. An engraving of the feal is preferved at the cnd of Matr. Paris 
Hilt. Ang. 1640' ST:E:J:VU;S . 

Dog. 
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Do~. Go, good partner, go, get you to Francis Seatoa!. 1 

bid hIm bring his pen and inkho.m to the jail; we are now 
to examination thefe men. ~ -# 

Yer. And we muft doit wifely. 
Dog. We wiIlfpare for nowit,.l warrant yo~; here's that 

[touching his forehead. J flull drIve fome of them to a non. 
com 5: dilly get the learned writer to fet down our excom'! 
munication, and meet me at the jail. t , [Exel!nt. 

ACT IV. seE N E "I. 
A Church . 

Enter DOlI PEDRO, Don JOHN, LEONATO, Friar, 
CLAUDIO, BENEDICK, HERO, and BEATRICE. 

Le9n. Come, friar Francis, be brief; only to the plain 
form of marriage, and you £hall recount their particular 
duties afterwarils. 

Friar. You come hither, my lord, to marry this lady? 
Claud. No. 
Leon. To be marry'd to her, friar; you come to mar

ry her. 
Friar Lady, you come hither to be marry'd to this 

count? 
Hero. I do. 
Friar. If either olyo.u know any inward imrediment 

why you !bould not be conjoined, I charge you, on your 
fouls, to utter it. 

Claud. Know you any, Hero? 
H ero. None, my lord. 
Friar. Know you any, count? 
Leon. I dare make his anfwe1', none. 
Claud. 0, what men dare do! what men may do ! what 

men daily do! not knowing what they do. 
Bene. How now! Interjections 1 Why, then fome be 

of laughing I, as, ha ! ha! he ! 
1 - t. If non-com: J i. e. to a n.n comp., "'tntit; put them out d 

their wits :.,...or perhaps he confounds the term wit!l " M-plus. MALONE. 

• -f~'lu be '1Iaughi"g,] This is 3 q~otati~n from the Arrid.ntt. 
JOHNSON. 

CIa/d. 
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Clalld. Stand thee by, friar ;-Father, by your leave; 

Will you with free and unconftrained foul 
Give me this maid your daughter? 

Leon. As f1iFely, fan, as God did give her me. 
Claud. And what have I to live YOIl back, whofe worth 

:r.:Jay counterpoife this rich an precious gift f 
D. Pedro. Nothing, unl~fs you render her again! 
Claud. Sweet pr),uce, you learn me noble thank-

fuInefs.-
There, Leonato, take her back again; 
Give not this rotten orange to your friend; ( 
She's but th~ fign and fembJance of her honour ;
Behold, how like a maid fhe blufhes here: 
0, what authority andfhew of truth 
Can cunning fin cover itfelfwithal! 
Comes not that blood, as modeft evidence, • 
To witnefs fimple virtue? Would you not fweM, 
All you that fee her, that fhe were a ~aid, 
By thefe exterior !hews! But fhe is none: 
She knows the heat of a luxurious bed Z : 

Htr blufh is guiltinefs, not modefty. 
Leon. What do you n.ean, my lord? 
Claud. Not to be marry'd, 

Not to knit my foul to an approved wanton. 
Leon. Dear my lord, if you in your own prooP 

Have vanquifh'd the refiftance of her youth, 
And made defeat of her Tirginity,-

Claud, I know what you would fay; rf I have known 
her, 

You'll fay, fhe did embrace me as a hufband, 
And fa extenuate the 'forehand fin: 
No, Leonato, 

: -luxurious h.d:] That is, la/cwiou,. Lllxury i~ the confelTor" 
term rorunlawful pleafures of the fex. J OHN SON. 

SO, in K. Ltlzr : 
" To't, luxury, pell-mell, for I lack foldiers." STEltVJ:NI. 

1 Dear my lord, if y ou in your O""I! proof] In your 0'111" proof may 
fignity in )'our own tr;alofher. TVRWHITT. 

Dear, like door, fir., bour, and many Gmilar words, is here ufed as 
a dUlYllable. M.HONL. 

I never 
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I never tempted her with word too large· : 
But, as a brother to his lifter, fhew'd 
Bafhful fi.ncerity, and comely love. 

Hero. And [eem'd I ever otherwife to YOlt? 
Claud. Out on thy feeming 5! I will write againft it G : 

You feem to me as Dian in helorb ; " 
As chafte as is the bud 7 ere it"be blown; 
But you are more intemperatei:l you blood 

. Than Venus, or thofe pamper'd animals 
That rage in favage fenfuality. 

Hero. Is my lord well, that he doth fpeak,fo wide? 
Leon. Sweet prince, why fpeak not you? 
D. Pedro. What fhould I [peak? 

I ftand difhonour'd, that have gone about 
To link my dear friend to a common ftale. 

Leon. Are thefe things fpoken, or do I but dream? 
.D. John.Sir, they are fpoken, and thefe things are trtle •. 
Bl1le. This looks not like a nuptial. . 
Hero. True! 0 God! 
Claud. Leonato, frand I here? 

Is this the prince? Is this the prince's brother? 
Is this face Hero's? Are our eyes Ollt ·.lwn ? 

Leon. All this is fo; But what of this my lo!·d? 
Claud. Let me but move one queftiQntoyourdaughter ; 

And, by that fatherly and kindly power v 
That you have in her, bid her anfwer truly. 

Leol/. I charge thee do fo, as thou art my child. 
Bel·o. 0 God defend me! hOlv am I befet !

What kind of catechizing call you this? 

~ - ~lJord too large;] So he ufes large jl's in this play ,for (j(t.tio~" 
not , 1" a,ned wi/bin due bounds. JOli N SON . • • 

I _ thy Jtemi"g. J The old copies have tbee. The emendation is 
Mr. Pope's. In the next line Shakfpeare probably wrote-Jm,,'d. 

MALONE, 

6 1 will write againft it: J So in Cymbe!ine Pofthumus, (peaking of 
women, fays, 

" - I'll write againjl them, 
"Deteft them, curfe them." STEEVE"'S. 

7 - tbaftt a, j, tbe bud) Befure the air has t.fted its fweetnef •• 
JOHN SON~ 

, - kindly pO'l)trJ That is, natural , ower. Kind Is nature. JaM N s. 
5 Claud • • 
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Claud. To make you anfwer truly to your name. 
HerD. Is it not Hero? Who can blot that name. 

With any juil: reproach? 
. Claud. Marry, that can Hero' 
Hero itfe1f cln blot out Hero's virtue. 
What man was he talk'd with you yeil:ernight 
Gut at your window, bet~xt twelve and one? • 
NO\y, if you are a l1lafd, anfwer to this. 

Hero. I talk'd with no man at that houf, my lord. 
V. Pedro. Why, then are you no maiden.-Leo-

nato, 
lam forry)DOu muft hear; Upon mine honour. 
Myfelf, my brother, and this grieve~ count, 
Did fee her, hear her, at that hour laft night, 
Talk with a ruffian at her chamber-window; 
Who hath, indeed, moil: like a liberal villain 9, 

Confefs'd the vile encounters they have had 
A thoufand times in fecret. 

D. Johtl. Fie, fie ! they are 
Not to be riam'd, my lord, not to be fpoke of ~ 
Tltere is not chail:ity enough in lanO'uage, 
Without offence, to Uller them: ThUG, pretty lady, 
I am forry for thy much mifgovernment. 

Claud. 0 Hero! what a Hero hadft thou been I 
If half thy outward graces had been placed 
About the thoughts and counCels of thy heart! 
But, fare thee well, moil: foul, moil fair! farewel! 
Thou pure impiety, and impious purity ! 
For thee I'll lock up all the gates of love, 
And on my eye-lids !hall conjecture hang ~, 
To turn all beauty into thoughts of harm, 
And never !hall it more be gracious). 

9 _liberal 'Villain,] L iheralhere, 3S in many places of there plays, 
means,jrank btyond bonefly or duency. Free of tongue. JOH N SON . 

1 1frbat a H,ro bpJfi tbou been] I am afraid here is intended a poor 
conceit upon the word Hero. JOHNSO N . 

~ - Jball conjecture ballg,] ConjeBure is here ufed for f.jpicion. 
. MALONE. 

3 And ne'Vlr Jball it more be graciolls.] i. c. lovely, attractive. 
MALON£. 

L,oll. 
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Leo". Hath no man's dagger here a point for ~e' 

. [Hero ./woonJ, 
Beat. Why, how now, coufin,wherefor~ fink you down I, 
D. Johll. Come, let us go, : thefe thU)~~ come thu" 

, to light, 
S1llother her fpirits up, . 

[Exeunt Don PEOR ]J.Oll JOHN, andCr.:b¥DI~. 
Bene. How doth the lady 1 n ~ , ' , " 
Beat. Dead, I think ;-Help, uncle;- .', 

Hero! why. Hero! - Uncle !-ftgnior Benedick!~ 
Friar !-

Leon, 0 fate, take not away thy heavy haJ4:d! 
Death is the fairefr cover for her !hame, " 
That may be wifu'd for. 

B eat. How now, coufin Hero ? '/ 
Friat'. Have comfort, lady. 
Leon. Doft thou look up ? ' \ 
Friar. Yea; Wherefore !hould Ihe not? 
Leon. Wherefore 1 Why, doth not every earth~y thing 

C ry fuame upon her? Could fhe here deny ... 
The frory wat is printed in her blood S ?-, ' 
Do not live, Hero; do not ope thine eyes: ' 
For did I think, thou would'ft not quickly die, , 
Thought I, thy fpirits were fironger than thy fha-mes" ... 

, Myfelfwould, on the rearward ofreprn~ches , " 
Strike at thy life • . Griev'd I, I had but one? . 
Chid I for that at frugal nature's frame 6? 
0, one too much by thee! Why had lone? 
Why ever wa!\: thou lovely in my eyes? 

. Why had I not, with charitable hand, 
Took up a beggar's ifi'ue at my gates; 
Who [roeared thus, and mired with infamy, 
~ H.lllh TID ""l11'S daggu hut ~ point/oT 11It 1'] 

" A thoufand daggers, all i~neil:,h'and s ! 
" And have not J aJriend to' k one he.d" 

..... Y tnicePrif.r'V'd. STEE\'E N,. 
S The flory thaI is prinl.d ;n " ,,..,,looJ fl" That is, 'IJ,. flory 'fIIbj,bhtr 

btujhel diJco'Ver to he true. J b H N s~ • 
" - /rugal naturo', fr: me?] Frame is contrjv~nce, order, difpofi uon 

of things. Soafrerwards: "--:in/rameofvHh,nies" ST!:EvrNS . 
The meaning, I think, is,-Grieved r at Natur.'4 being fo /rugal as 

to hll'l'e /ramtd fi' r die only og\!hil4 r M.U.O,N &. 

1 might , 
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l might havefaid, No part of ilis mine, 

bis Jhame Jeri,wI itftlffrom unknown. 10i,,1 , 
B t mine, and mine I lov'd 7, and mine I prais'd. 
A d mine that was proud on; mine [0 much, . 
'f t I myfelf as to myfelf not mine, 
V ing ofller; why, {he,-O, !he, is fallen 
Int~ a pit of ink ! that the wide fea . 
J{ath .drops too few to r-a!h her clean again; 
An\!J'alt too little, which may feafon give 
To 1I:r foul tainted fie!h ! 

Bene. Sir, fir, be patient: 
For my part l' am fo attir'd in wonder, 
I know not what to fay. 

Beat. 0, on my foul, my counn is hely'd ! 

'. 

B ene. Lady, were you her bedfellow laft night? 
B eat. No, truly, not; although, until laft night. 

I have this twelvemonth been her bedfellow. 
Lerm. Confi.tsa!.c\, conIirm'd! 0, that is ftronger made. 

Which was before barr'd up with ribs of iron! 
Would the two princes lie! and Claudio lie r I 

WhO lov'd her fo, that, fpeaking of her foulnefs. 
Wa!h.'d it \\lith tears? Hence from her; let her die. 

Friar. '""Hear me a little; 
For I have only been Iilent {o long, 
And' given way unto this cOltrfe of fortune, 
By noting of the lady: I have mark'd 
A thou{and blu!hing apparitions 
To ftan into her face; a thoufand innocent !hamel 
In angel whitenefs bear away thofe blu!hes ; 
And in her eye there hath appear'd a fire. 
To burn the errors that thefe princes hold 
Againil: her maide;" truth :-Call me a fool; 
Truft ot my reading, nor my obfervations. 
Which with experimental feal do warrant 
The tj!nour of my b90k 8; truft not my age, 
My reverence, calling. nur divinity, 
If this fweet lady lie not guildefs here 
Under fome biti.ng error. 

7 -andmineIlov'd,] i.e. minetbatlloved. lOHNSON. 
11 _ if my bouk;] i. c. of what I have read. M.U.ON X. 

VOL, II. T Lm,. 
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Leon. Friar, it cannot be: 

Thou feell:, that all the grace that {he hath left, I 
Is, that {he will not add to her damnation 
A fin of perjury; {he not denies it : j 
Why feek'll: thou then to cover with excufi> 
That which appears in proper nakednefs? -

FriSr. Lady, what man itlhe you are accus'dof? -" 
Hero. They know, that do accuf, me; I know nqne :-

If I know more of any man alive, , 
Than that which maiden modefty doth warrant, .J 
Let all my fins lack mercy !-O my father. 
Prove you that any man with me convers-'d (I 

At hours unmeet, or that I yefternight 
Maintain'd the change of words with any creature, 1 
Refufe me, hate me, torture me to death. 

Friar. There is fame ftrange mifprifion in the princes. 
Bene. Two of them have the "ery bent of honoul" 9 i

And if their wifdoms be milled in thi~, ' 0- • 

The prattice of it lives in John the baftard, 
Whofe fpirits mil in frame of villainies. _ 

Leon. I know not; If they fpeak but truth of hel(, 
Thefe hands {hall tear her; if they wrong her honout: 
The proudeft of them {hall well hear of it. 
Time hath not yet fo dry'd'this blood of mine. 
Nor age fo eat up my invention, 
Nor fortune made fuch havock of my means, 
Nor my bad life reft me fa much of friends, 
But they !hall find, awak'd in fuch a kind, 
Both ftrength oflimb, and policy of mind, 
Ability inmeans, and choice of friends, 
To quit me of them throughly. 

Fl"im' . Paufe a while, --
And let my counfel fway you in this cafe. 
Your daughter here the princes le(t for dead J ; 

9 - bent ofbMour j] Bent is ufed loy our authourfortheutmoftde-· 
gree of any paffion, or nl'lltal quality. In thi s play before, Benedick 
fay, of Beatrice, ber affeBion bat its full hent; The expreffion is de, 
rived from archery; the bow has its bent, when it is drawn as far ;S.it 
can be _ J OHNSON. • "" 

1 r our daugbter bert tbe princes lift f~r ded j] The old copies have 
prin"it. The correCtion was made by Mr. Theobald. MALON F, 

-Let 
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L et her awhile be fecretly kept in, 

~
nd publifll it, that !he is dead Indeed : 
aintain a mourning oftentation 2. ; 

nd Oil your family's old monument 
ang mournAl epitaphs, and do all rites 

11 at appertai~nto a burial. 
• . eO,I. What fhall becomt of this! What will this do t 
F.riar. Marry, this, well carry'd, !hall on her behalf 

c~'nge ilander to remorfe; that is fome good: 
Bu not for that dream I on this fl:range courfe, . 
Bu on this travail look for greater birth. 
She dying, as it muil be fo maintain'd, 

l_ ~ Upbn the inilant that /he was accus'd, 
-, Shall be lamented, pity'd, and excus'd, 

Of e'!'ery hearer: for it fo fall s out, 
That what we have we prize not to the worth, 
Whiles we e,njoy it; but ~eing lack'd and loft, 
Why> then \UP o;9.ck the value J ; then we find 
The virtue that poifeffion would not illew us 
Whiles it was ours: - So will it fare with Claudio : 
Wpen he /hall hear !he dy'd upon his words, 
The idea of her life !hall [weedy creep 
Into his1rudy of imagination; 
And <b&ry lovely organ of her life 
~ come apparel'd in more precious habit. 

More moving-delicate, and full oflife, 
I!l'to the eye and prolfeCt of hi s foul , 
Than when /he liv'd mdeed :-then /hall he mourn, 
(If everIove had intereil in his liver,) 
And wi/h he had not fo accufed her; 
No, though he thought his accufation true. 
Let this be fo, and doubt not but fuccef~ 
Will fa!hion the event in better !hape 
Than I can lay it down in likelihood. 

~ - ojJentalion j] Show; 'appearance. JOHNSON. 
3 _ 'We rack the 'Value;] We exaggerate the value. The allu/ioll 

i. to rack-rents. The fame kind of thought occurs in An/un:! tin;' 
C/eppafra ; . 

4 .... What ourconteml'ts do often hurlfrom us, ,7' w;fu ;,,~ -,-""" ~~ ...... 
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But if all aim but this be IC\'ell'd falfe, 
The fllppofition of the lady's death 
Will quench the wonder of her infamy: 
And, if it fort not well, you may· conceal er 
(As beft befits her wounded reputation,) 
In fome reclufive and religious life, 
Out of!tll eyes, tongues, min ,and injuries. 

Bene. Signior Leonato, let the friilr advife you : 
And though, you know, my \nwardnefs and love 
I s very much unto the prince and Claudio. 
Yet, by mine honour, I will deal in this 
As fecretly, and Juftly, as your (0111 
Should with your body. 

Leon. Being that 
I How in grief, the fmalleft twine may lead me 4. 

Friar. 'Tis well confented; prefently away; 
For to ftrange fores ftran~ely they f rain the cure.

Come, lady, die to live: thIS wedding a-a'r; -
Perhaps. is but prolong'd; have patience. and endure. 

Bene. 
Beat. 
Bene. 
Beat. 

[Exeunt Friar, HERO, andLEoNAT o ". 
Lady Beatrice, have you wept a:I thii while? 
Yea, and I will weep a while longer . . 
I will not defire that. 
You have no reafon, I do it freely. 

4 _ (be !malleft (wi". may 'lad me.] This is one of our authour's ob
fervations upon life. Men overpowered with diftrefs, eagerly lifte,..,to 
the fira oft'en of relief, clofe with every fcherne, and believe every pro
mife. He that has no longer any confidence in himfelf, is glad to re
pofe his trnft in any other that will undertake to guide him. JOHNSON. 

S Exeunt &f •. , The poet, in my opinion, has /hewn alr,eat deal of 
addrefs in this fcene. Bea trice here engages her lover to reyenge the 
injury done her coufin Hero: and without this very natural incident, 
conlidering the character of Beatrice, and that the ftory of her paffion 
for Cenedick was all a fable, Ibe could never have been ear,ly or na
turally brought to confefs /he loved him, ROtwithftandi.ng a\l the fore
going preparation. And yet, on this confeffion, in this very plac~, de
pended the whole fuccefs of the plot upon her and Benedick. Fcr had 
the not owned her love here, they mu!t ha\'e foon found out the trick, 
and then the delign of bringing them together had been defeated; and 
/he would never have owned a paffion /he had be.n only tricked into, 
h.d not her delire of revenging her conlin', wrong made her drop ber 
capricioul humour atonte. WARBIIIlTON. \ 

Bent . 

/ 
(. 
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Surely, I do believe yout fair coufin is wrong'd. 

B eat. Ah, how much might the man deferve of me. 
t would right her! 
we. Is th any way to fhew fuch friendIhip ? 
eat. A vert yen way, but no fuch friend. 

~ , ne. M~y am:an do it ~ 
B~ t. It is a man's,~ffic~, but not yours. 

~
e. I do love nothmg in the world fa well as you; Is 

no at 1l:range ! 
at . As frrange as the thing I know not: It,weni.as 

poilible for m"l to fay, I loved nothing fa well as you; but 
~, belifve me not; and yet J lie not; I confefs nothing. 
1 nor 1 deny nothing :-1 am forry for my coufin. 
~ B ene . By my {word, Beatrice, thouloveitmt'. 

Beat. Do not [wear by it, and eat it. • 
Benf'. I will [wear by it, that you love me; and I will 

make him e~ it". that fays, .I love not you. 
B eat. Will you not eat your word! 
Bme. With no fauce that can be devifed to it: I pro

tefl, I love th.ee. 
fJ eal . Why then, GaLl forgive me ! 
Belv<t~hat offence, fweet Beatrice? 
B~ You have ibid me in a happy hour; I was about 

~te1t; I loved you. 
Bene. And do it with all thy heart. 

-.Beat . I love you with fo much of my heart, that none 
is left to protelt 

B ene. Come, bid me, do any thing for thee. 
B eal. Kill Claudio. 
B ene. Ha ! not for the wide world. 
B ea.t. You kill me to deny it : Fare\vell. 
B ene. Tarry, [weet Beatrice. 
B eat. J am gone, though I am here w ;-There is no 

love in YOll ;-:nay, I pray yOll~ let me go. 
Bene. Bearnce,- ' 
B eat . In faith, I wii! gq. 
B ene. We'll be friends hrll:. 
6 lam gone, th,ugh 1 am her,,) i . •. J am outof your mind already, 

though I remain here in oerf(lI\ betore you. STE£VENS. 

Or, porhaPi my afictHon is withdrawn fro,,~ you, though I a~ yet , 
• here. MAL IN r.; 

~ T3 ~~ 
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Brat. You dare ealier be frieilds with IIJ.e, than light 

with mine enemy. 
B ene. Is Claudio thine enemy? 
B eat. Is he not approved in the height~vi1lain 7 , t 

hath {lande~'d, fcorn'd, dilhonour'd my .Knfwoman!~ , 
that I were a man !-What, ~ar her m har.d until y 
come to take hands; and ther. v.ith publick accufaf40n, 
uncover'd {lander, unmitigated rantour,-O God, t¥~!f 
were a man! I would eat his heart in the market-pIa ie. 

B ene. Hear me, Beatrice. " 
Beat. Talk with a man out at a windowe:'-a proper 

faying! \) ,I 
Bene. Nay, but Beatrice;- ~ 
B eat. Sweet Hero! {he is wrong'd, fue is flander'd, 

fue is undone. 
B ene. Beat-
Beat. Princes and counties 8! Sur~ a princely 

t eftimony, a goodly count-comfea 9 ; a fweet gallant, 
{urely! 0 that I were a man for his fake! or that I hal 
any friend would be a man for my fake! But manhoo~ is 
melted into courtefies, valour into compl;ment, and men 
are only , turned into tongue, and trim ones too ' . ,- he is 
now as valiant as Hercules, that only tell~ a Ijel and 
{wears it :-1 cannot be a man with wiihing, theretut" .. ·~" 
will die a woman with grieving, 

Bene. Tarry, good Beatrice: By this hand, I love the~. 
B eat . Ufe it for my love fome other way than fwearing 

by it. 
Bette. Think you in your foul, the count Claudio hath 

wrong'd Hero? , 
Beat. Yea, as fure as I have a thought, or a fouL 

7 - in the heichta villain,] So, in King Henry VIII. 
" He's traitor to the heigbt.'· 

In pr~cipiti vitium Itetir. STEEVENS. 
~ - and counties 'J County was the ancient general term for a no· 

hleman. See a note on the Count; Paris in Romeo and Jutitt. STU:V . 
9 -a gooply count-comfeCl:; J i. e. a fpecious nobleman made out of 

fugar. STEEVENS. ' 
-. - anJ nltn are Ollly fu rntd illfo tongue, "lJtI frim onrs foo ;] Mr. 

Heath would read tQngues, but he miftakes the conftruCl:ion of rhe fer.· 
tenee, whieh is-not only men, but trim ones, are turned into tongue, 
i. e; not only commQ/l but clever men, &c. ST~,E !,El;S.) 

Bmf. • 
• I~" 

\ 
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JJutt. Enough. I am engaged. I will challenge him; 
will kifs your hand, and fo leave you: By this hand, 
laudio fhall render me a dear account: As you hear of 
e. fo thin f me. Go, comfort your coufin: I mu!! 
, fbe is Jeo. ; and fo farewell. (ExeulIt. 

· 11 , S c J! NEIl. · 
.A Prifln. 

D<>GB.ERR Y. VERGES, and Sexton. in gorwns ~; 
BO~ACHIO, CON RADE, and the Watch. 

~og. Is our whole diffembly appear'd? 
.J7er . 0, a ftool and a cufhion for the fexton ! 
Sex. Whicll be the malefactors? 
Dog. Marry, that am I and my partner. 
Y er.. Nay, that's certain; we have the exhibilion to 

.examine. _ " .-, 
Sex. But which are the offenders that are to be ex~ 

amined; let them come before mafter conftable. 
_Dog. Yea, marry, let them come before me.-What 

is :(ou,ryame friend? hra- Borachio. 
I.h Pray write down-Borachio.-Yours, firrah? 

on . I am a gentleman, fir, and my name is Conrade. 
D og. Write down-mafter gentleman Conrade.

"":M" afters, do you fCfve God? 
Con. B ora. Yea, fir, we hope. 
Dog. Write down-that they hope they fer.vc God:-

" - in gowns; ] It appears from 'Iht Black Book, 4to, 1604, that this 
-w,:; the dreC. of a conft.crle in our author's t ime : "..,-when th ey milt 
thei r co"Jlable, and fawe the black g •• "ne of his office lye full in a 
pud:lle_. n 

The Jexton (a. Mr. Tyrwhittobferved) is ftylcd in this ftage-direction. 
in the old copies, f})e 'Town-cluk, "probably from his doing the duty 
of[uch In officer." But this error h as only happened here j forthroug h
out the fcene itfe!f he i~ defcribed by hi s proper title. By mil1:.ke lIfo 
in the quarto, and the foli~, which appears to have been printed from 
It, the name of Kempe (an aCtor in our allt~or'. theatre) thr~ughout 
this fccne is prefixed to the fpeeches of Dogberry, and that of Cowley to 
thofe ofVerges, except in two or th!eeinftances, wh.e~e .eitherConJlablt 
Dr Andr, 'arc fllbftituted for Kempe, MAI.ONE, 

-. . T 4- and 
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and write God firft; for God defend but God {hould go 
before fuch villains 3 !-Mafien, it is proved already tha 
y.ou are little better than falfe knaves, and \t will go ne 
to be thought fo !hortly; How anfwer)Jer1! for you 
felves r / ), 

Can. J.1arry, fir, we fay we are none.~ t, • . 
Dog. A marvellous witty fe!'iow, I afI'ure you; ;.t 1 

will go about with him.-Come ytJU hither, firra1 a 
word in your ear, fir; I fay to you, it is thought you lie 
falfe' knaves. 

Bora. Sir, I fay to you, we are none. t 

D og. Well, fiand afide.-'Fo.-e God, they are botli' in f 
a tale :-Have you writ down-'chat they are none r 

Sex. Mafier conltable, yOLl go not .he way to examine; 
you mult call forth the watch that are ~heir accufers. 

Dog. Yea, marry, that's the eftefl way 4 :-L~t the 
watch come forth :-Mafters, :[ charge yollin th~ prince's 
name accu[e there men. ~ 

J. Watch. This man faid, fir, that Don John, the 
prince 's brother, was a villain. 

Dog . Write down-prince John a villa!n :-Why tMs 
is flat perjury, to call a prince's brother-viUaiTi~ ' ." 

Bora. Mafier conftable,- I 
Dog. Pray thee, fellow, peace! I do not liketlli Il .. ek ... 11 

I promife thee. 
Sex . What heard you him fay elfe ? ... -
2. lJ7atch. Marry, that he had received a thoufand 

ducats of Don John, for acculing the lady Hero wrong
fully. 

Dog. Flat burglary', as ever was committed. 
Per. Yea, by the mafs, that it is. 
~(x, What elfe, fellow? 
I. Watch. And that count Claa.dio did mean, upon his 

3 Write down &'c.] This pa/Tage which. was omiued in the folio, 
~as refiored by Mr. Theobald. MALONE. 

The omiJfion of thi s pallage lince the edition of 1600, may be ac
coun ted for from the fiat. 3 Jac. 1. G.2.r. the facred name being jel1:
ingly ufed four times in one line. B1.A CXS'l·ONJ . • 

.. - IP' efteft way:] Dogberry mean. dcJt':ft; i. c. the moll fit ana 

"",mod,,", "y. "WH<. )- W".' • 
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words, to difgrace Hero before the whole afi"embly, and 

t marry her. 
Dog. 0 W. in! thou wil t be condemned into ever
ing redeD) 'on for this. 
ex. Wha eli ? 

Watch,! This is all. l l 

. Anl this is ll}ore, mailers, than you can deny. 
Pro . e John is this morning fecretly ilolen away; Hero 
wa~ n this manner accufed, in this very manner .re
fufe , and upon the grief of this, fuddenly died. -Maf
ter ~onfl:able,> let thefe me n be bound, and brought to 
Le~ato's; I will go before, and {hew him their ex-

~ 2mination. [Exit. 
\ Dog. Come, let them be opin ion'd. 

Yer. Let them be in the hands
Crm.-Off, coxcomb 5 ! 
D og. G~ , .'s rr.r life! where's the fexton? let him 

write down- the prince's officer, coxcomb.-Come, bind 
them :- Thou naughty varlet! 

G/J11. Away! YOll arc an als, you are an af's. 
Do~DOft thou not fufpc"l: my place! Doll: thou not 

rufpee yyears ?-O that he were here to write me down 
~~-but , mall:ers, remember, that 1 am an afs; 

..-:1,~h it be not written down, yet forget not that I am 
lin afs :- No, thou villain, thou art full of piety, as 

s Ofl', coxcomb I] Thc old c.op;es read- if, and thefe words make a 
part of the laft fpeech, " Let them be in the hands of coxcomb." Tbe 
prefen't regulat;on was made by Dr. Warburton, and has been adopted 
by the fubfequent editors. Off was formerly fpelt of. Sec p, 1.87, 
n. I. In the early editions ofthefe play. a broken fcnrcncc (like that be. 
fore us, " Let them be in the hands"- ) is almofr always corrupted by 
being t acked, through the ir;norance of the tranfcriber or printer, to 
the fubfequent word.. So in eDrio/anus, inile.d of . 

You /hames of Rome! you herd of-Boils and plagues 
PI.iller you o'er I 

we have in the folio, 16z3, and the fubfequent copies, 
You 013mes of Rome, you! Herd of boils and plagues &:c. 

Sec alfo M.afur. for M,aJure, ? 2 I. n. 5. 
Perhaps however we /hould read and tegulate the pafTage thus: 
V.r. Let them be in the hands of _ [lb. It,W, he miGht bave in

tended to fay.] 
eM, Coxc b! MALONE. 

{hall 
• • n, 

\ 
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'.mall ge pl'ctved upon thee by good witners: I am a wife 
fellow, and, which is more, an officer; and, which 0 

more, a hOlltholder; and, which is ~o o'f as prett 
piece of fieth as any is in Mellin?; and I! that kno ~ 
the law, go to; and a rich fellow enou 0' 10 to; a t 
fellow tl'l,at ·hath had loifes ; all': one that hat two g 'tJ., 
and every thing handfome about ,him :-Bring him' (,V: • 
0, ~llat I had been writ down-an ~fs ! [~ 1fJ.t. 

ACT v. seE N E I. 
Before Leonato's Haufe. 

Enter LEONATO tlnd ANTONIO. 

Ant_ !fyou goon thllS, YOIl will kil1yourfel[';- J· 
And 'tis not wifdom, thus to feeond griet ' 
Againft yourfelf. 

Lron. I pray thee, ceafe thy counfeI, 
'Vhich falls into mine ears as profitlefs 
As water in a iieve: give not me counfe} ; ..... / 
Nor let no comforter delight mine ear, 1 
But fuch a one whofe wrongs do.fuit with mine. 
Bring me a father, that fo lov'd his child, 
Whofe joy of her is overwhelm'd like mine. 
And bid him fpeak of patience ; 
Meafure his woe the length and breadth of mine, 
And let it anfwer every thain for ftrain; 
As thus fo! thus, and tuch a grief for fuch, 
In every liru:ament, branch, fuape, and form: 
If {uch a one will {mile, and ftroke his beard; 
In forrow wag; c.ry hem, when he thouldgroan· ; 

Patek 
1 In forrow 'Wag ; cry ,hem, 'When he jhould grMn ; ] This i~ one of 

t hofe palfage. from which an ·editor can hardly efcape without ~enfure. 
The old copies read: 

'And forrow, wag, cry hem, when he Ihollld groan. 
To print abfolute nonfenfe is fure1y no r~rt of his duty. To fubfti

t ute any word in the room of thofe f<lf.lli/hed by ancient copies (though 
(anCtioned in fome meafure by the numerous emendations which at 
OIari\}us times have been happily made.,) is certainly un\ firahle; yet 3't 

..I~ 
5 0 • 
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Patch grief with proverbs; make misfortune drunk 

ith candle-waiters"; bring him yet to me, 
I And 

hazards 0", uld willi for fome glimmering of meaning. To ob-
this , Dr. I ohl •• n printed this line thus (in which he l,as been fol-

in the la edit s): 0 

And, foi ow, wag, cry j h~m when he /hould groan j _ 
i~ punCtuation (to (.y nothing of the u"examp!td har/hnefs offueh 

afeul ogy ) is certainly inadmiffible ; it appearing {rom a paffage in 
tnry I v . and from otber examples, that to" cry htl,," was ;J1 our 

aut r's t ime a .can t term of feftiviLY. See Mr. Tyrwhitt's note below. 
Aga' , in At Y'i' like it :-" If I conld cry hem, and have hlm." On the 
uth hand, Lo c/'y W oe i. ufed in the TYinter't 'Tale to denote grief. 
So a fo, in K. Richard 111 : 

" You live, that /hall cry 'W oe for this hereafter." 
For tbe emendation now m ade the prefent editor is anfwerable. A . d 

and Itt, ha{\ily or indiftinCtly pronounced, m isht have been enGly con
c~~, fuppoling (what there is great reafon to believe) that thefe 
p:.ys w;'i\. ."(>pied for the prefs by tile ear ; and by this !ljght change 
a clea r frnfe I ~ given', the latter part of the line being a paraphrafe on 
the foregoing. So afterwards: "Charm acb with air, and agony &c." 

This emendation may derive fome fupport from K. Henry 1'. edit. 
l62), where we lind 

, So man y a tboufU'1d aCtions once a foot 
'" "And in one purpofe-

jn{!ca~!-End in one purpofc; the tranCeriber's car h aving deceived 
him. ' Cuppofe it did in the prefellt inltance. 
- !th refpeCt to the word ~uog, the "f1ng it as a verb, in the Cenfc of 

:. pIny tbe ~lJog, is entirely in Shakfpeare'sma nner. Thereis feareelyo ne 
r his plays ill wh ieh \\Oe de nnt lind fubllantives ufed as verb.. Thus we 

have-to teltimon y, to boy, to couch, LO grave, to bencb, to voice, to 
paper, to page, to dram; t ') Itage, to feve r, to fool, to pal.te, tn mounte_ 
bank, to god, to virgin, to pallioIl , to monller, to hiftory, to fable, tv 

wall, to period, to fpaniel, t o ftra nger, &c. &c. 
I InalJ fubj oir! the conjeCtures of Mr. Tyrwhitt and Mr. Steevens on 

this ~ ifficult pafiage, as the emendations fu ggellcd by them depart very 
l ittl e from the old copies. The reading propofed by the latter 6en tleman 
(And,jorry wag, &c. ) appears Co probable, that I know not whether ithas 
not as good a title to a place in the text as Lha t wh ich J have adopted. 
Let me however obfe rve, that, though the pur.Ctu . ti " n of the old copies 
i. of no great aut hori ty, yet in fo doubtfu l a m atrer as the prefen t it 
may be worth attending to. In both the quarto and folio tb ere is a com_ 
ma after [arrow, which, though unnecefiary, is not inconGllent with th~ 
emendation now made, but en tirely adverfe to the fup~ofition that that 
word was a mifprint for any epitbet applied to wag. 

For the latter word ~l r . Theobald reads . ooge, and Sir T. Hanmer 
and Dr. Wa"burton 'Woiv~. MALO NE . 

1 tll ink , e might read-
An" Corrow g"gge; try hem, when he !h.ould llroan ; -'-

but 
'\ 
.j 
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And I of him will gather patience. 
But there is no fuch man: For, brother, men 
Can counfel, and fp eak comfort to that ~~ie 

'Which they themfelves not fee! ; but, talh t' 
Their counfe! turns to pafiioll , which befi .e ~ 
Would !f..ve preceptial medici C to rage, 
Fetter lhong madnefs in a iilken threed, 

but leaving thi s conjecture to fuift fer itfelf, I will fay a feVl 'N •• 
o n th'e phrafe, fry hem. It is ufed again by our author in the : rjI 
Part if Htnry TV . Aa. II. fc. vi i. "They call drinking deep, ding 
{carlet ; and wben you breath e in your watering, they (Iy htm, an~hid 
you play it off."-In both places to (ry htm, feems to lignify the dme 
as to cry courage ; in which fenle the interjeaion hem was fometimes 
alfo ufcd bv the L ati ns. Ty R W III T T . ~ 

What ,;'ill be f.id of the conceit I !hall now offer, I know not; let /I 
it, however, t ake its thance. We might read: 

If fueh. one will f!1l~e, end Ihoke hi ~ beard, .r • 
And, l orry wag I cry hem, wlaCll he !hould gtoan ..... ,,-

i. c . un!«ling bumo"rift ! to ""ploy a not< of fcJtjvity , when bis jigh • 
• ught to exprels (onerrn . Both the words J would introduce, are ufe~ 
by Shakfj,e..re . F alJaft' calJs the prince, fweer .vag! and the epithet 
forr) is appli od , even at this time, to denote any moderate deviation 
[rom propri ety or m orality; as, for inft.nee, a l orry f.lloow ,o t}, ;110, 
{peaks of a f,,1t and forry rheum. S TE1: V ENS. "i 

:I. ___ ma ke mj~fortUllt drunk -.: 
With ca/1d/c-wajlm; ] This may mean, either wan. away hI . 

roW among thofe who lit up all night to drink, and In that fenfe may 
be ftyled .,'ajlrrs of candles ; or overpower hi s misfortunes by fwoJ ... . 
l owing fl ap -dragons in hi s gtafs, which are dcfcribed by Falilafl' a. 
made of (oIlJI,,' ends. STE EVENS. 

T his is a very difficult pafiage, .nd h ath not, 1 think, been {atis 
faaorilyexplained . The explanation I {haJJ ofFer, will giv., I believe 
as little fati sfaaion; but I will, however, venture it. Candle-~uajler: 
i s a term of cor-tempt for fchoJars ; thus Jonfon in Cyntbia's Revels 
Aa III. fc. ii.-" fpoiled by a whorefon book-worm, 0 canJI",vojler.'! 
In the Antiquory, Aa III. is alike term of ridicule : "He !hould more 
catch your deli cate court-en r, than all your head-fer.tehers, thumb_ 
biters, lamp-.vajlcrs of them 01\ ." The fenfe then, which I would . f
fil n to Shakfpco,e, is this: "If fu eh a ?ne will patch grief wjt~ pro
verbs,-.caje or rover Ihe ",!ounds of hjs griif . vilh pro"erbial flIy ing . ;_ 
mok~ m,sfo:tune drunk with candle:wafters,_jlupify misfortune, or ren
dtr hlmfelf In[_".fible to ,he jfrokes of .t, Ly the tanvr-jati.n or lueuhrlIt.:ons 
~fl(hollIrs; ~"r prod~.91on oflbe lamp, but notji':cdto human nature. Patch, 
1.11 the fenfe of mending a defea Or br •• eh, occurs if! Hamllt, Aa V. fc. j : ° that the earth, which kept ~he wOlld j" awe, 

SuouJd patch a wall, to expel the ~in t~r's /law. \"VHALL ItY •• 

\ ~harm 

( 
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Charm ach with air, and agony with words: 

0, no; 'ts all men's office to (peak patience 
o thofe tha wring under the load of forrow ; 

irtue, nor fufficiency, 
) be fo mo. . when he !hall endure 

like hil~ felr , herefore give me no counfeI : 
riefs c louder tharladvertifement l. It 

t. Therein do Ben from children nothing differ. 
01/. I pray thee peace; I will be Re!h and blood; 
here was never yet philofopher, 
could endure the tooth-ach patiently; 

Ho. ever thi'y have writ the fiyle of gods 4, 

An made a pilh at chance a.nd fufferance $ • 

Ant. Yet benc not all the harm upon yourfelf; 
'~ Make t~ofe, that do ofFend you, fuffer too. 
~ Leon. There thou fpeak'Ii reafon: nay, I will do (0: 
MYl(i,,~ rloth tell me, Hero is beIy'd ; 
Ar;d that 1 .. '311 Claudio know, fo !hall the pr.ince, 
And all of them, that thus difhonour her. 

Enter Don PEDRO and ,CLAUDIO. 

~
. Here comes the prince, and Claudio, haftily. 

D. alt!. Good den, tood den. 
Cia d. Good day to both of you. 

·~Hear you my lords,-
D. Pedro . We have fome haile, Leonato. 
Leon. Some hail:e, my lord I-well, fare you well, my 

lord :-
Are you fo hally now ?-well, all is one. 

D. Pedro. Nay, do not quarrel with us, good old man. 

3 - tban advertiJement .] That is, than admonition, than moral i.
jlrM<7im. J OHNSON. 

~ Howev" tbey bave writ the ftyle of gods,l This alludes to the ex
travagant titles the Stoics &ave their wif. men. W A' U U' TON. 

Shakfpeare might h ave ufed this expreffion , without any acquaintance 
with the hyperboles of ftoicifm. By the Jlyle of god" he m eant an ex_ 
alted language; fuch as we may [uppofe wo uld be wri tten by beings ("_ 
perior to human calamities, ~. J therefore regarding them with neglelt 
andcoldnefs. STEE VIDI S. 

S And make a pilh at cbana and fllffi,ance.] Allude. to their famous 
apathy. WARBURTON. 

Old CDpir:,,-pujb. CDrretted by Mr. P ope. MA~Dl'iE. 

4»1. 
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.Ant. If he could right himft:lf with quarreling. 

Some of us would lie low. I 
Claud. Who wrongs him l 
Leoll. Marry, 

Thou doft wrong me. thou diffembler, ,( , 
Nay, never lay thy hand upon thy fwor f ' 
r fear thee not. C II" 

Claud. Marry, befhrew my 'nand, " 
If it fhould give your age fuch caufe of fear: ) 
In faith my hand meant nothing to my fword. fl 

i eon. Tufh, tufh, man, never fleer and jeft at me : 
I fpeak not like a dotard, nor a fool; ( l' 
As, under privilege of age, to brag ~ 
What I have done being young, or what would do, 
Were I not old: Know, Claudio, to thy head, 
Thou haft fo wrong'd my innocent child, and me. 
That I am forc'd to lay my reverence by; -
And, with grey hairs, and bruife of many daY. 
Do challenge thee to tryal of a man. 
I fay, thou haft bely'd mine innocent child; 
Thy flander hath gone through and through her hear.t~ 
And fhe lies bury'd with her anceftors : >' 
0,. in a tomb where 'lever fcandal fiept, r ( 

Save this of hers, fraln'd by tR)' villainy! 
Claud. My villainy? . 

J 

Leon. 'Fhine, Claudio; thine I fay. 
D. Ped,·o. You fay not right, old man. 
Lcoll. My lord, my lord; - ' 

I'll prove it on his body, if he dare; 
Defpig-ht his nice fence, and his aCtive praCtice, 
His May of youth, and bloom of lufiyhood. 

Claud. Away, I will not have todo with you. 
L eoll. Canfl: thou fo daffe me 6? Thou haft kill'd my 

child; 
If thou kill'f!: me, boy, thou fllalt kill a man • 

.Ant. He fh all kill two of us, and men indeed 1 : 

But 
6 Conjl thou fo daft'. me?] To doJjfe and doffe are fynonimous tetm ~. 

that mean, to pllt off. TH &OBAL D. 

7 Ant, He /hall kill two of In, &c.] This brother Anthony is the 
trueft piaurc imaginable of human nature. He /lad allumed the cha

rlact 

/ 
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:But that's no matter; let him kill one fi ra;
Win me and wearme,-let him anfwer me :-

,Come, fo1l9:W me, boy ; come, fir boy, come, follow me: 
:;ir boy, r;. whip you from your foining fen,e ; 
1 Tay, as I ' gentleman, I will. 

Leon. Brl\tli 
• nf. COl/ent urfelfil God knows, I lov'd ~ rue, e. 

An {he is C1~ad, flander'tl to death by villains ; 
T t dare as well adJwer a man, indeed, 
A" dare take a ferpent by the tongue: 
Bo s, apes, braggarts, Jacks a, milkfops 1-

eD11. Br~ther Anthony,-
llf. Hold you content; What, man! I know them~ 

yea, 
And what they weigh, even to the utmofi: fcruple : 

, ScambJ:ng9, out-facing, fafhion-mong'ring boys, 
~..o.rJie, and cog, and ~out, deprave and flander~ 
Go anh .... ~·ly, and {how outward hideoufne[s, 
And fpeak off 1 half a dozen dangerous words, 
How they might hurt their enemies, if they dudl" 
And this is all. 

eOll . But, brother Antkony,r Come ' tis no matter; 

01 'a (age to comfort his brother, o' erwhelmw with grief for hi. 
o nly daughter'S aftront and dilhonour; and had (overely reproved him 

..(or not command:ng his pallion better on (0 trying an occalion. Yet, 
1I11mediately after this, no (ooner doe. he begin to {ufpect that his agt 
and valour are (lighted, but he fall s into the moll: intemperate fit of 
rage hi mfelf: and all he can do or fay is not of power to pacity l,im. 
This is copying nature with. a penetration and cuctneC, of judgment pe
culiar to ShakCpeare. As to the expretlion, too, of his pailion, nothing 
com be more highly painted. WARlIURTON . 

8 _ braggart', Jacks,] See note 4, p . 262. MALONl:. 

9 S ca mbling,]-i. e. ftrambling. The worn i5 more than once ufed 
by ShakCpcare. See Dr. Percy'. note on the J'irfi {peech of the play of 
K . Henry V. and likewifethe Scots prvverb " It iswe!l ken'd your fa_ 
t her's fon was never afcamb/or." A jcambler in its literal fenfe, is one 
who goes about among his friends to get a dinner, by the Irilh caU'd a 
cojherer. S TEEVENS. . 

, A ndJl'tak off- J T he old copies have-if. Mr. Theobald made the 
correction. I n the books of our author's age, Df is v~ry frequently printed 
inft~dof<ff' M A L ONE, 

Do 
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Do not you meddle, let me deal in this. 

D. Pedro. Gentlemen both,. we will not wake yOU ) 
patience ~. 

My heart is forry for your daughter's d~eath . 
Eut on my honour, ihe was charg'd with n . g 
But what was true, and very full ofproo I 

Leon. CJVIy lord, my lord,- \ 
D. Pedro. I will not hear you. 
Leon. No? 

COID'!, brother, away:-I will be heard;
Allt. And filall, 

Or fome of us will fmart for it. 
Enter BENEDICK. 

D. Pedro. See, fee, 

M 
\ 

Here comes the man we went to feek. '. I 
[ExlUltt LEONATO and ANT~~ 

Claud. Now, fignior! .<" 

What news i 
B ene. Good day, my lord. 

'D. Pedro. We!come fignior: 
You are almofl: come to part almoft a fray. i 

Claud. We had like to have had our twono{err~?t off 
wi~ two old men without teeth. _ 

D. Pedro. Leonato and his brother: What th~ 
thou? Had we fought, I doubt, we ihould have been too 
young for them. . ..,. 

B elle. In a falfe quarrel there is no true valour. 
I came to feek you both. 

Claud. We have been up and down to feek thee; for we 
are high-proof melancholy, and would fain have it beaten 
away: Wilt thou ufe thy wit? 

B ene. It is in my fcabbard; Shall I draw it? 
D. PeRro. Doll: thou wear thywit by my fide? 
Claud. Never any did fo, though very many have been 

.. - <WI will 110t wake your fiat itnee.] The. old me.n have been bot:1t. 
gery angry and outra!',l!pY$ ; tbe prince tells tbem that he and Claudio 
'Will 110t wake tbtir pati,"c, ; will not any longer force them to mdurc the 
prefence of thof~ whom, though the, look "11 them iIS enemies, tt.e, 
UIltlotrelift. ]OHNSOlf. 

befide 
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befide their wit.-I will bid thee draw, as we do the min
flrels; draw, to pleafure us. 

D. Pedro. As I am an honeft man, he looks pale:-
Art thou r: or angry? 

Claud. J t! courage, man! What though care kill'd 
a cat, thou'; aff\' ettle enough in thee to kill care. , 

• "ene. SiJ I t a met>} your wi t in the dreer, an 
you .harge it againfS me :-1 pray you 'choofe another 
~'a . 

. ·Iaud. Nay, then give rum another ftaff; this laG Wall 
e crofs 3 • 

. Pedro.1t By this light, h changes more and more; 
I t mk, he be angry indeed. 

Claud. If he be, he knows ho..y to turn his girdle 4. " 

Bene. Shall I fpeak a word in your ear? 
Claud. God blefs me from a challenge ! 
{Jel1~. You are a villain ;-I jeft not :-1 will make it 

good how you dare, with what you dare, and when you 
dare :-Do me right, or I will prote ll: your cowardtce. 
·Y.ouhave kill'd a [weer lady, and her death JhaU fall hea
vy on you: Let me hear from you. 

'Naud . • Well, Iwill meet you, foI may have good cheer. 
D ::'edro. What, a feafl? a feall:? 
CiR",d. I'faith., I thank him; he hath bid S me to a 

1 NilY, tben gi.,. him anotbtr jlaff; &cc.] An allufion to tilting. See 
. "-.:ote, A. y ou liktit, ACt. HI. fe. iv. W ARlIuaTON . 

'" - to ruru his girdle. 1 'We have a proverbial fpet~h. Tf ht be angry, 
let him tUrn ,b. bucU. of bi, gird/to But I do not know its orillin.) 
or meaning. JOHN SON . 

A correfponding "'ltpreilion is ufed to this day in Irdand.-If he 6, 
angry, Jtt bim tie "I' his bregll". Neither proverb, I believe, has any 
other ::neaning than this: If he is in " bad humour, let him employ 
himfelf till he is ~n a better. ST U : VENS. 

! 'be ieve the meaning is,-I( he be angry, he knows how to prepare 
himfelf for combat, and to obtain red refs. W,efUers (as is obferved 
io the G~ntlef1U1n'l Mag'Zlt.int, 1,83,) formerly, before they eng~ged. 
pro'ba\iJy turneclthe buckle ofclleir girdle behind.-In a letter from Sir 
Ralph Winwood to Secretary Cecil, dated Dec. 17, 160z, We meet with 
the e"preffion mentioned by Dr. Johnfon: "I fa ;d, what J fpake was 
notto make him angry. He ,eplied , If I <D.iere tlngry, I might turn 
the bu(kl~.f "!J .gi,.d~t b.,biniJ mt." MAt. ON 1:. 

5 -l>iil-J ~. e. Invltecl. RI:Sl>. 
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calrs-head and a eapon; the which if I do not carvel 
moll c:lrioufly. fay. my knife'! naught.-Shall I not find 
a woodcock too 6 ! \ 

Bene . Sir, your wit ambles well; it goeil 'fily. 
D. Pedro. I'll tell thee how Beatrice Yf?iI:5'd thy wil 

the other day: I faid, thou.hadll a filji'.I·~t I '.T~ue, fays 
fhe, afie lilf/~one: No, [aId 1i! agreat'Wzt Rlght,~d 
fhe, a gl'cal groJs one ; Nay, fiud. I" a good 'WIt; ~ ujl, 
{aid {he, it burl! no hody: Nay, {aId I, the gent!em~,'s 
<wije'S Cerlaill, faid lhe, a wife gmt/eman 7; N ay, fai I, 
he hath Ihe tongues; tr:t,at I belie'lle, faid lhe, for he f. ~ore 
a thing t~ me on monday night , which he forf'WCre on tit liay 
?II~rlling; there'l a dOl/ble I~ngue, there's two tongues. U9 

did fue, an hour together, tranf-fuape thy particular vir
tue ~ ; yet, at lafi, fue concluded with a figh, thou wall: 
the propereft man in Italy. ' 

Claud. For the which fhe wept hearrily, and faid, fhe 
cared not. . 

D. Pedro . Yea, that fue did; but yet ,. for ~at, an 
i[ ihe did not hate him deadly, lhe woule! lo~e him dear-
ly; the old man' , daughter told us all. ,r 

Claud. All, all; and. moreover, God.ftrW hiUl wh(z he 
'Was bid in/he gat·dell. y 

D. Pedro. But when lhall we fet the favage bull', 1!orns 
on the fenfible Benedick's head 1 

Claud. Yea, and text underneath, Here dwells Bmc-,. 
dick the married man? \ 

Baze. Fare you well, boy; you know my mind; I will 
leave you now to your gotUp-like humour: you l:.reak jells 
as braggarts do their blades, which, God be thanked, 
hurt not.-My lord, for your many courtefies I thank 
you; I mufr difcontinue your company: your brother, 
the ballard, is Red from MetUna; you have, among YOll, 

6 Sb!J.1I I nDt find a WQodc@ck tDO I'] A woodcock, being fuppofed 
to have no brai ns, was a pr'JVerbial term lor a foolin. fellow. See the 
London ProdIgal, 1605, and other comedie,. MALONE. 

7 - a 'Wife gentleman;] This jefl depending on the colloquial ufe of 
words is nuw obfcure; perhaps we fhould reae! '" 'Wife gentleman, 0'- a 
"'an 'Wife enollgb t, be a co'Ward. Perhaps wife gentleman was in that 

e ufed ironically, and always flood torjiily follow. JOHNSON. 

kiIl'd 
\ , 
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k~n'd a fweet and innocent lady: For my lord Lack-beard 
'here , he a I fuall meet; and till then, peace be with · 
him! [Exit BE NE DICK. 

D. P edro' . e is in earnell:. 
Claud. In; me.1): profou.nd earnell:; and, I'll warrant 

yo~, for the ve c> .eatrlce . .• 
JJtPedro . · And hath ch~leng'd thee? 
£fzud. Moll finc erl:h , • 
D. Pedro. What a pi'euy thing man is , when he oes 

in lS doublet and hofe, and leave~ off his wit S ! 
Enl DO GI!\ERRY, V ERCI'S, and the Watch, 'Witb 

CONRADE and BORACHIO. 

Claud. H e is then a giant to :m ape : but then is an ape 
:t coCtor to fuch a man . 

D. Pelfro . But, foft you , let be 9; pluck up my heart, 
and be fad: Did he not fay, my brother was fled! 

. Dog. 
s W~IIJ thing man is, ~uh," he g Ots in his doublet and bife, 

ad "aves off hlS"Wit!] It was e!'teemed a mark of levity and want of 
becoming gravity, at t".ttime, to go in tbe doub/a and ho/r, and If(lvC oif 
t be c~k ; t o which this well·tu/Jl e~ exprllion alludes . The thougbt is, 
that I ~ve.mak?es a man as ridiculous, and cxpofes him as naked as being 
in thedcublet andhoCe wi thout a cloak. WARlI URTON . 

I doubt much concerning thi s interpretation, yet am by nO means 
confident that my own is right. I believe, however, thefe words refer 
to what D O:1 Penn. had faid j uft before - " And barh challenged thee ?" 

• ..... and that the meaning is , What J pretty thing a man is, when he i. 
filly enough to throw ofr his cloak, and go in his duublet and hoCe, to 
figb t fo: a woman? In the. M erry Wives of Wind/or when Sir Hugh 
is goi ng to engage with Dr. Caius, he walks about in his doublet and. 
hofe . "Page . And youthful frill in your doub/a and hole, this raW 
rheumarick day!" "- There is re afons and clufes for it, " fa ys Sir 
Hugh, alluding to the duel he was going to fi gh t.-l am aware that 
thore was a particular fpecies of fio gle combat called Rapier and cloak. 
but I fuppofe , nevertheleCs , that when the fmall fword c.une in to com
mon ufe, the cloak was generally lai d afide in duels, as tending to cm
b.rrofs th , combatants . MALONE. 

I 9 But, Joft y ou, let be;] The quarto and lirft folio read corrup tly_ 
let 1/1< be, which the edirorof th e fe cond {olio, in order to obtain fome 
fenfe, converted to-let me Ju. I was once idle enoltgh to Cuppofe that 
ropy was of fome authority; but a minute examinati,)n of it h as ihewll 
nle th at al\ the alterations made in it were merely arbi trary, an4 ge
nerally very injudicious. L et b. were without doubt the au thol's words. 
The fameeJ<preffion occurs again in K. Hfnry PiIJ. 
.. U:1." - and 
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Dog. Come, you, fir; if jGftice cannot tame you, fuel 

fuall ne'er weigh more reafons in her bala

l
: nllY, an 

you be a curfing hypocrite once, you muft b J ook'd to • 
. D . Pedro. How now, two of my brother' '.~::n bound! 
Borachio, one! 

Claud. Hearken after their offence~ 10 i! . C! 

D. Pedro. Officers, what offt!lce have thefe men da.le? 
Dog. Marry, f!r, they have committed falfe rellJrt; 

moreover, t-hey have fpoken untruths; fecondarily, they 
are fla-nders; fixth and laftly, they have bely'd ~la
dy; thirdly, they have verify'd unjuft thiIJ&s: an ; to 
conclude, they are lying knave:;. ' 

D. Pedro. Firil, I atk thee what they have done; 
thirdly, I atk thee what's their offence; fixth and laftly, 
why they are committed; and, to conclude, what you 
lay to their charge t 

Claud. Rightly reafoned, and in his own divifion; and, 
by my troth, there's one meaning well fui.ted '. • 

D . Pedro. Whom have you offended,. mailers, th~t 
you are thus bound to your anfwer? this learned confiablc 
j~ too cunning to be underftood: What's your offenq~? 

Bora. Sweet prince, let me go no brther to tUine 
anfwer; do you hear me, and let this count kill me. I 
have deceived even your very eyes : what your wifdorns 
could not difcover, thefe fhallow fools have brought LO 
light; who, in the night, overheard me conicfiing to thi9" 
man, how Don John your brother incens'd me to {lander 
the hdy Hero; how you were brought into the orchard, 
and faw me court Margaretin Hero's garments j how you 
c if graced her, when you fhould marry her: my villainy 
they have upon record; which I had l"ather feal with my 

" - and they were ratified, 
" A s he cried, thus Itt DC." 

Again, in A nt, ny and Cleopatra, AB. IV. fe. iv. 
"What's this for? Ah, let De, lethe." MALON!. 

Again, in tbeWinter'sTale Leonato fays, "let he, let he." R!tD , 
Let De is the trce reading. It means, 1<1 tbings remain as tbty are. I 

have heard the phrafe ufed by 1)r. Johnfon him(olf. ST E EV ENS. 

I _ one meaning ~vc/l {uited.] Tha t i., one "' taning is put into mt!1I.1 
differrnt dr1!es; the prInce having a1ked the faille queftioll in four mo~es 
offpeech . JOHN SON . 

. death" 
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death, than repeat over to my ihame: the lady is dead 
upon mine d my mafter's falfe accufation; and briefly, 
1 defire no 1, I1g but the reward of 3. villain. 

D. Ped,.~ uns not this fpeech like iron through YOU1' 

bl ad? 
.claud. I ave ' k p(}ifon, whiles he utter'd>i.t. 
II. Ped/"g. But did my I!rother fet thee on to this? 
Para. Yea, and paid me richly for the practice of it. 
D. Ped1'o . He is compos'd and fram'd of treachery :-

AtB.ed he is upon this villainy. 
laud. S'Veet Hero I now thy image doth appear 

I n c e rare femblance that I lov'dit firft. 
Dog. Come, bring away the plaintiffs; by this time 

(Iur Sexton hath reform'd ngnior Leonato of the matter! 
And m<Al:ers, do not forget to fpecify, when tiruc and 
place fhall ferve, that I am an afs. 

JTerg. Here, here comes matter fignior Leonato, and. 
the Sexton too. 

Re-enter LEONATO, and ANTONIO, 't'Jilh the Sexton. 
~eon. Which is the v-iIlain-i Let me fee his eyes: 

Th .. t when I note another man like him, 
1 may avoid him: Which of thefe is he l 

B ora. If you would know your wronger, look on me. 
Leon. Art thou the fiave, that with thy breath haft 

kill'd 
Mine innocent child? 

Bora. Yea, even I alone. 
L eo1J . No, not fo villain; thou bely'ft thyfdf; 

Here ftand a pair of honourable men, 
A third is fled, that had a hand in it :-
I thank you, princes, £OJ; my daughter's death! . 
Record it with your high ane! worthy deeds; 
'Twas bravely done, if you bethink you of it. 

Claud. I know not how to pray your patience, 
Yet I muLl: [peak: Choofe your revenge yourfelf; 
Impofe me to what penance" your illventioil 

Can 
"'Impofe me to wbltt ptllallcc-] j. c. command me to undergo what

~ver penance, 8&c. A talk or exu cife pref~rjbcd by way of puni/h-
IJ 3 ment 
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Can lay upon my fin: yet finn'd I not, 
But in miftaking. 

D. Pedro. By my foul, nor l; 
And yet, to fatisfy this good old man, 
I would bend under any heavy weight , 
That he'e:l enjoin me to. /_' -

Leo?1. I cannot bid you bid IT~' dau$hter live. 
That were impoffible; but, I pray you both, 
Po{[e{s the people in Meffina here 
How innocent !he dy'd: and, if your love 
Can labour aught in fad invention, 
Hang her an epitaph upon her te,mb,. 
And fing it to her bones; fing it to-night :
To-morrow morning come you to my houfe ; 
And fince you could not be my fon.in-Iaw, 
:Be yet my nephew: my brother hath a daughter, 
,Almoft the copy of my child that's dead, 
And!he alone is heir to both of us 3 ; 

Give her_ the right you !hould have given her coufin , 
And fa dJes my revenge. 

Claud. 0 noble fir, 
Your over.kindnefs doth wring tears from oe ! 
I do embr .. ce-your offer; and difpo[e 
For henceforth of poor Claudio_ 

L eon. To. morrow then I will expect your coming; 
To-night I take my leave ,-This naughty man 
Shall face to face be brought to Margaret, 
Who, I believe, was pack'd in all this wrong 4, 

Hir'd to it by your brother. 
Bora_ No, by my foul, !he was not; 

Nor knew not what Ihe did, when !he {poke to me; 
But always hath been juft and vi.rtuous, 
In any thing that I do know by her. 

I 

ment for a fault committed at the univerfities, is yet called (a" Mr. 
Steevens has obferved in a former note) an impojilion. MALONE. 

lAnd jhe alone is beir to bOlb of us;] Shakfpeare feems to have for
got what he had made Leonato fay ill the fi.fth fcene of the firft .C\ to 
Antonio, " . Hov,v now, brotlJtr; 'lJ.lhcre is my 'flJl.jin your jon? bath .be 
provid"d tbe "',,}ick?" ANONYMOUS. " 

4- - pa!:k'd in all tbis 'Wr"g,] i. e. combined; an accomplic~. 
MALONE. 

Dog •• 
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Dog. Moreover, fir, (which, indeed, is not under 
white and ·b ck,) .,this plaintiff here, the offender, did 
call me afs ~a befeech you, let it be remember'd in hii 
punifument. :And alfo, the wateh heard thern talk of one 
Deformed: they fay, he wears a key in his ear, and a 
lorJt. hanging by i nd borrows money in God's 11ame s ; 
the. which he hath led fo long, and never paid, that 
noW men grow hard-11earted, and will lend nothing for 
God's fake : Pray you, examine him upon that point. 

L:oJl. I thank thee for thy care and honeft pains. • 
~g. Your. worfuip fpeab like a molt thankful and 

revL'tend youth: and I praife God for you. 
L l!oJl. There's for thy pains. 
Dog. God fave the foundation! 
Lecn. Aio, I difcharge thee of thy prifoner, and I 

thank thee. 
Dog. I leave an err\ln,t knave with your worfuip; which, 

I be-feech your worfuip, to correa YOllrfelf, for the exam
ple of others. God keep your worlhip; I wi~ your war-

s _ b. 'Wears a key in hi. ''Y, and ba:b a lock hanging by it ; and 
harrow. money in God's name;] The aHulion is to a fanta{tical t'a!hion 
of that time, the men's wearing rings in their CJrs, and indulging a 
favourite lock of hair which Was brought before, and tied with ribbons, 
and called a lo",e·lock . Againll: this fathion William Prynne wrote his 
trearife, called, 'Tbe TJnJo",elint{. of Lov,-Iock.. WAR U BUR TO". 

Dr. Warburton, I bcliev~, 1105 here (as he ,frequently docs,) refined 
a little too much. There is no allulion, r conreive , to the f.(hion of 
wearing rings in the ears (, f.thion which Our author himfcl£ followed). 
The pleafantry feems to conlill: in Dogberry's fuppoling thal the locll 
which D>:FO. MED wore, mull: have a key to it. 

Fy:Jcs Moryfon in a very particular account that he has given of the 
drefs of Lord Montjoy, (the rival, and afterwards the friend of Robert 
E arl fElTex,) fays, that his hair was" thinne on the head, where he 
wore it !hort, except a lock under hi. lifl ",r" which he nourifl,ed lhe 
time of thi s warre, [the lri!h War in 1599,] and being woven up, hid 
itin hisneckunderhisrulte." ITENAJ< ARY, 1'.11. P. 45 . Whcnhe 
was not on fervice, he probably wore it in a different falhion.-The por
trait of Sir EdwardSackvilie, Earl of Dorfet, painted by Vandyck, (now 
at Knowle) exhibits this lock with a large knotted ribband at the end of 
it. It hangs under the ear on the left lide, and reaches as low as where 
the ll:ar is now worn by the kn; ghts of the gorter. 

e fame {albion is alluded to in an epigram quoted in Vol. I. p. z25: 
" Or what he doth with futh a horfe-ta;I·Iock," «c. M ALON E . 

, U + lhip 
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~ip well;· God refton: 'f0u to health: I humbly give you 
leave to depart; and it a merry meeting m? • be with'd. 
God prohibit it.-Come, neighbour. 

[Exeunt DOQB It IlIlY, VltllCltS, ~ndWatch. 
L~Dn . Until to-morrow morning, lords, farewell • 
.Ant. 7.arewelJ, my lords; we 1('<" . ror you to-morro ..... 
D. Pedro. We will not fail. 1 

Claud. To-night I'll mourn with Hero. 
r Exeunt D. Pl! D RoO and CLA. UD 10. 

Leon. Bring you tllefe fellows on; we'll talk \"lth 
Margaret, J 

How her acquaintance grew with this lewd fellow. [Exeunt. 

SeE' N E II . 
.A Room in Leonato's Hozife. 

Entt~ BE NE DICK, and MAltcAII.ET, meeting. 

Bent. Pray thee, fweet miftreCs Margaret, deCerve 
well at my hands, by helping me to. the {peech of 
Beatrice. 

Mar. Will you then write me a fop.net in praife ofmy 
beauty 1 

Bene. In fo high a ftyle, Margaret, that no man living 
fuall come over it; fOI, in moll: comely truth, thou de
feryeft it. 

Mar .. To have no man come over me t why, {hall I 
always keep below ftairs 6 ? 

Bene. Thy wit. is as quick as the greyhound's mouth; 
it catches. 

6 ']'0 hav. " 0 mati <0"" over m. 1 'Why, foall [alway' Retl below 
jlairs fJ Theobald with iome probability reads-abG'tl< ftairs ; yet helow 
and ahov. were not likely to be confounded either by the tranfcriber or 
compofitor. MALON~ . 

I fuppOfe every reader will find the meaning. JOHNSON. 

Left he Ihould not. the foUowing infrance from Sir Afton Cockayne's 
PC."II is at his fervice : 

" But to prove rather he was not beguil'd, I 

~< Her he o',,-came, for he got her with child." 
.6.nd another, more appofite, from Marll:ol1'& ["jariat. Counttjs, l~ 3 : 

" Alas I when we are once o',he falling hand, / 
" A man may eafily COI/IHVlr liS," COJ.LUU .... 
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. Mar. And your's as blunt as the fencer's foils. whidl 
hit, bot 11 not. 

Bme. A,l~oft manly wit, Margaret, it will not hurt a 
woman; al.1'i fo, I pray thee, call Beatrice; I give thee 
the bucklers 7 • 

.I'ffar. Give us -. ijvords" we have bucklers O:)our own. 
Bene. If you ufe t ~ \TI, ~\argaret, you muft put in the 

l'ikeswith a vice; ana t ey are dangerous weapons for maids. 
Mar. Well, I will call Beatrice to you, who, I think, 

hath legs. [EKit MAI.GA·I.ET. 

ent. An~ therefore will come. 
CJ'be god of /0 I, [finging. 
Cfhat jits ahove, 

~ And knowl me, and knowJ me, 
HOaA.I pitiful I deJerve,-

I mean, in tinging; but in loving,-Leandef the good 
fwimmer, Troilus the firft employer of pandars, and a 
whole book full of thefe quondam carpet· mongers, whofe 
names yet run fmoothly in the even road of a blank verfe. 
why, they were never fo truly turn'd over and over, as 
my poor felf, in love: Marry, I cannot /hew it in rhimc; I 
have try'd; I can find out no rhime to lady but baby. an 
imiocent rhime; for /corn, blJr1I, a hard rhime; for 
/chool, fool, a babbling rhime; very ominous endings: 
No, I was not born under a rhiming planet. nor I cannot 
woo in feftival terms.-

Enter BEATRICE. 

Sweet Beatrice, would'ft thou come when I call'd thee? 
Beat. Yea, tignior, anddefart when you bid me. 
Bene. 0, fray but till then. 
Beat. 'Then 1S fpoken; fare you well now :-and yet 

ere I go, let me go with that I came for 8, which is, with 

7 I gi'lletbu tb. hucHtrr. J I fuppofe that t, gi'llt the hMCUtN iI, tl yi~IJ. 
or to lay by all tbougbt. of diftnce i fo clypeum abjicere. The reft de. 
fetves no comment. JOHN SON . 

The exprellion (as Mr. Steevens has /hewn) occurs veryJrequently ill 
g old comedies. MA L ON l: . 

- wirh tbat I came for,] Far, which i, wanting in the old copy, 
was lIl(erted by Mr. Rowe. MhLON E. 

knowing 
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knowing what hath pafs'd between you and Claudio •• 

Bene. Only foul words; and thereupon I wi"': kifs thee. 
Beat. Foul words are but foul wind, and j 'luI wind is 

but foul breath, and foul breath is noifome; therefore I 
will depart unkifs'd. ' 

Bene. ohou haft frighted th~ 'vo~io· .• of his right CenC., 
fO forcible is thy wit: But, I 10 .. ~§i . thee plainly, Clau
dio undergoes my challenge; and eIther I mull: {hortly 
hear from him, or I will Cubfcribe him a coward. And, 
I pray thee now, tell me, for which of my bad parts didft 
thou firft fall in love with me ? (> I 

Beat. For them all together; which maintain'd fo po
litick a ftate of evil, that they will not admit any good 
part to intermingle with them. But for which of my good 
'parts did you Ii rll: fuffer love for me? . 

Bene. Suffer /o'l.'e; a good epithet! I do fuffer love, in
deed, for I love thee againft my will. 

Beat. In fpight of your heart, I think; alas! · poor 
heart! If you fpight it for my fake, I will fpight it for 
yours; for I will never love that, which my friend 
hates. 

Bene. Thou and I are too wife to woo peaceably. 
Beat. It appears not in this confeffion: there's not one 

wiCe man among twenty, that will praife hin:Celf. 
Bene. An old, an old inftance, Bcatrict::, that lived 

in the time of good neighbours 9: if a man do not ereel in 
this age his own tomb ere he dies, he fhaIllive no longer 
in monument, than the bell rings, and 6e widow 
weeps. 

Beat. And how long is that, think you? 
B ene. OEefiion J? Why, an hour in clamour, and a 

quarter in rheum: Therefore it is moll: expedient for the 
wife, (if Don Worm, his confcience, find no impediment 
to the contrary,) to be the trumpet of his own virtues, as 
I a~ to myfe1f: So much for praiftng myfelf, (who, I 

9 - in the time of good neigbbours :] i. e. When men were not en-
vious, butevery one gave another hi s.due. WJ\P.JlURT ON . I 

J Qeelbon? ~"h'y, an hour, &c.J 1.0 e. What a queftion's there ~ 
WJ\l\ B vr ~Ol<. 

. . . ·myrel£. 
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IRyfdfwill !.>ear witnefs, is praife worthy,)-andnowte!l 
me, how do~ your r.oufin? 

Beat. VeIl ill. 
Bene. And how do you? 
~eat . Very ill too. 
Ilene. Serve Go • e, and mend: then will I . 

leave you too, for hSl lone in hall:e. 
Enter URSULA. 

Ur:f. .NIadam, you mull: come to your uncle; yonder's 
old jcoil at home: it is proved, my lady Hero hath been 
faWHly accu~d, the prince and Claudio mightily abufccd; 
and Don John is the author of all, who is fled and gone: 
Will you come prefently? 

B eat. ,;will you gohearthis news, fignior? 
Bene. I will live in thy heart, die in thy lap, and be 

hury'd in thy eyes; and, moreover, I ,will go with thee 
to ~hy uncle's. (Exeunt. 

seE NEllI. 
A Church. 

Enler Don PEDRO, CL A UDIO, alld Attmdalll1 "Witb 

". 

muftck alld taperr. 

Claud. Is this the monument of Leonato ? 
.IIttell. It is, my lord. 
Claud. [readr from a firoll.] 

DOlle to death :0 by jlallderouJ tOl/gun 
War the Hero that here lief : 

Deat", ill guerdoll of her 'Wrollgr, 
Gi'Uef her fame 'Which lIe'Uer diu: 

So the life, that dy'd 'With /hame, 
Li'Uef in death 'With glori01lJ fame. 

Hang thou there upon the tomb, [affixing il. 
Praifmg her when I am dumb.-

:0 Done to death 1 This obfo\ete phrafe occurs frequently in our an~ 
t dramas. Thus, in Marlowe's Lujl', D ominion: 

" His Illother's hand /1\311 fiop thy brea th, 
" Thinking her own fon is dune to deatb." MALON:!. 

Now 
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Now. muSick. 1ound, and flng your folemn } 

SON G. 
Pardoll, G:ddejs of the night, 
crhoje thatJlew thy virgin k1fight s; 

• F or the <which, <wit} JY .. woe. 
Round ahout her toJ.1h t" 'gil. 

mn. 

Midnight , aifiJl our 1II04n; 
Help 141 to Jigh anti :roall , 

Heavily, heavily: 
GrlJves, ya<pJ1f, and yie/;J Jbur dead. 
crill {ieafh he utterd, 

Heavily, heavily. 

Claud. Now 4, unto thy bones good night! 

... 

Yearly will I do this rite. 
D. Pftlrll. Good morrow, mailers J put your torches out: 
The wolves have prey'd; and look, the gentle day. 

Before the wheels ,of Phrebus, round about 
Dapples the drowfy eall: with fpots of grey: 

Thanks to you all, and leave us; fare you well. 
e/aut/. Good morrow, matters; each his feveral way. 
D. Pedro. Come, let us hence, and put on other weeds; 

'And then to Leonato's we will go. 
1 <[,bofe tbat j1t'W tby 'IIirgin inilbt ;] Knigbt, in ih original figni~ 

fication, means follower or pupil, and in tliis fenfe may be feminine. 
Helena, in .I1/1's Wdl tbat Ends well, ufes ,knight in the fame ligni
fication. JOHNSON. 

Virgin knigbt is virgin hero. In the .times of chivalry, a ... irg in knight 
was one who had as yet atchieved no adventure. Hero h -d as yet at~ 
chieved no matrimonial one. It may be added, that a "IJfrgin knight 
wore no device on his IJ.ie1d, having no right to any.till he had dcferved 
it.-On the books of the Stationers' Company in the year 1594, is en
tered, "- Pheapder the m4ydt1/ clligbt," 

It appears. however, from feveral paerage! in Spenfer's Faerie !ll..!:ee1l, 
B. i. e, 7. that an ide,,/ order of thiJ name wal fuppofed, as a comf'liment 
to queen Elizabeth's virginity: 

" Of doughtie knights whom f .. ery land did raife 
, "That nol>le order hight of .tllaidenbed." 

Again. B. ii. e.~. STltltVltNS. 

4 Claud. Now, &cJ In the old copy thefe I;nes, by a aliJlake oj/.:he 
tranfcribtt< or compofitor, are given to an ;lttendant. Mr. Sow(made 
tbe: torreaion now adopted. MhLONS, 

Claul •• 
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Claud. And Hymen now with luckier iffue fireed's5, 

"han this, or whom we tender'd up this woe. [.Exeunl. 

seE N E IV. 
A Room ill Leonato's Houfe. 

er LEONATO,]I( , BENEDICK, BEATRICE, ' 

MARGARET", SU A, Friar and HERO. 

Friar. Did I not tell you !he was innocent P 
Leon. So are the. prince and Claudio, who accus'd1ter, 

Up~n the eqor that you heard debated: 
But Margaret was in fome fault for this; 
Although againft her will, as it appci\rs 
In the true courfe of all the queftion. . 

Ant. ;Well, 1 am glad that all things fort fo well. 
Bene. And fo am I, being elfe by faith enforc'd 

To call young Claudio to a reckoning for it. 
Leon. Well, daughter, and you gentlewomen aU, 

Wi thdra w into a chamber by yourfelves ; 
And, when 1 fend for you, come hither maflc.'d: 
The prince and Claudio prornis'd by this hour 
To vllit me :-You know your office, brother; 
You mull: be father to your brother's daughter, 
And give her to young Claudio. [Exeullt Ladill~ 

Ant. Which I will do with confirm'd countenance. 
Bene. Friar, I mull: entreat your pains, I think. 
Friar. To do what, fignior 1 
Bmf. To bind me, or undo me, one ofthem.

Signior Leonato, truth it is, good fignior, 
Your niece regards me with an eye of favour. 

Leon. That eye my daughter lent her; 'Tis moll true; 
Bene. And I do with an eye of love requite her. 
Leon. The fight whereof, I think, you had from me, 

From Claudip, and the prince; But what's your will? 

S _ fpred's,] i e • . (peed us I The old copy reads-fpettlj. Correaed 
and explained by Dr. Thirlby. Claudio, as he o6ferves, could not 
know that the propofed match would have any l.uckier event than that 

ned with Hero. Yet I confefs, the contraaion introduced is fo ex
tre y harth, that 1 doubt whether it was intended by the author. 
HolY r I have follow;d former editors in adopting it. MAL~N E. 

• Bent. 
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Bene. Your anfwer, fir, is enigmatical: 

:But, for my will, my will ls, your good will 
May frand with ours, this day to be conjoin'd 
In the eftate of honourable marriage j-
In which, good friar, I lhall defire your help. 

Leon. ~y heart is with YOU~i.-ing:;-
Friar. And my help. j ' ~ 

Here comes the prince, and au t,. 
Enter Don PEDRO, CLAUDIO, and Attendantl • 

.:Do' Pedro. Good morrow to this fair affembly. 
Leon. Good morrow, prince j good morrojf, Claudio; 

We here attend you; Are you yet determin'd 
To-day to marry with my brother's daughter? 

Claud. I'll hold my mind, were lhe an Ethiope. 
Leon. Call her forth, brother, here's the friar h:ady_ 

[ExitANTONIO. 
D. Pdro. Good morrow, Benedick: Why, what's the ' 

matter, 
That you hav'e fuch a February face, 
So full of fr0fr, of frorm, and cloudinefs ? 
\ Claud. I think, he thinks upon the favage bull </I :

Tu!h, fear not, man, we'll tip thy horns with gold, 
And all Europa lhall rejoice at thee; 
As once Europa did at lufty Jove, 
When he would play the noble beaft in love. 

Bene. Bull Jove, hr, had an amiable low; 
And fome fuch ftrange bull leapt your father's cow, 
And got a calf in that fame noble feat, 
Mu.ch like to you, for you. have jua his bleat, 

Re-enter ANTONIO, 'With the ladies majk'd. 
Claud. For this lowe you: here come other reck'nings . 

Whic.h is the lady I mufr feizc upon? 
Ant. This fame is !he, and I do give you her 6. 

Claud. Why, thenflle'smine: Sweet, letmefee your face • 

... - upon tbt favagt hull:J See p. 2.J7, n. 8. MALONE. 

6 Ant. 'fbi. fa"" &c. J ThiS fpeech i. in the old copies given to Leo
nato. Mr. Theobald lirlt affigned it to the right owner. Leona~o h 
in • former part of this rcene told Antonio,-.t!la~ h, " mull: be fa r 
to hi, brotl,ler's dauzhter, and gi'flt ber to }O\tng Claudio." MA E. 

. 'Leon_ 
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Leon. No, that you fuall not, till you take her hand 

~fore this 5;iar, and {wear to marry her. 
Claud. G~ve me your hand before this holy friar; 
m your huIband, if yo like of me. 

And when I liv > I was your other wife: 
(unTilafoin~: 

A when you lov'; , e my other huIband. 
Claud. Another HtJ 
Hero. Nothing cert ner: 

One Hero dy'd delil'd; but I do live, 
And, furely as I live, I am a maid. 

D'. Pedro. e'he former Hero! Hero that is dead! 
, Leon. She dy'd, my lord, but while. her flander !iv'd, 

F,.iar. All this amazement can I qualify; 
When, a[>er that the holy rites are ended, 
I'll tell you largely affair Hero's death; 
Mean time let wonder feem familiar, 
And tothe chapel let us prefently. . 

Bene. Soft and fair, friat;:'7' Which is Beatrice? 
Beat. I anfwer to that name; [ulImafl'ing.] what jg 

your will ? 
lJme. Do not you lpve me? 
B eat. Why, no, no more than reafon. 
B ene. Why, then your uncle, and the prince, and 

Claudio, 
Have been deceived; for they fwore you did 7. 

B eat. Do not you love me? 
B ene. Troth, no, no more than reafon. 
Beat . Why, 'then my coufin, Margaret, and Urfula, 

Are much decelv,'d; for they did {wear you did. 
B ene. They {wore that you were almoft f1ck for me. 
Beat. They {wore that you were well-nigh dead for me. 
B ene. 'Tis no fuch matter :-Then, you donot love me : 
Beal. No, truly, but in friendly recompence. 
Leon. Come, coulin, I am lure you love the gen~, 

tIeman. 
Claud. And l'l! be fworn upon't, that he loves her; 

for tb.y fwD," you did.' For, which both the fenfe and metre 
was inferted by Sir Thomas Hanmer. So below: 

e milch deceiv'd j for they did [wca.' you did." MALONE. 

For 
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For here's a paper, written in his hand, 
A halting fonnet of his own pure brain, 
Fa!hion'd to Beatrice. 

Hero. And here's another, 

( 

Writ in my coulin's hand, ftolet\ from her pocket, 
Containing her affeCtion un~o B nedick. 

Bene. A miracle! here's _ -' hands againft ur 
hearts I-Come, I will ha t~ f' ut, by this light. I 
take thee for pity. . 

B.wt. I would not deny you 1 i-but, by this good day. 
I yield upon great perfualion; and. partly, to fave your 
life, for I was told you were in a confumpt' n. 

Bene. Peace, I will ftop YOllr mouth \). (kWing her. 
D. Pedro. How doft thou, Benedick the married man ! 
Bene. I'll tell thee what, prince; a colle&,e of wit. 

crackers cannot flout me out of my humour: Doft thou 
think, I care for a fatire, or an epigram 1 No: if a man 
will be beaten with brains, he !hall wear nothing handfome 
}lbout him: In brief. fince I do purpofe to m:1rry, I will 
think nothing to anypurpofe diat the world can fay againft 
it; and therefore never flout at me for what I have [aid 
againft it; for man is a giddy thing, and this is my con. 
c1uflOn.-For thy part. Claudio, I did think to have bea,ten 
thee; but in that thou art like to be my kinfman, live un· 
bruis'd, and love my coufm. 

Cla"d. I had well hoped. thou wouldIt have denied 
Beatrice, tltat I might have cudgell'd thee out of thy 
fingle life, to make thee a double dealer; which, out of 
queftion, thou wilt be, if my couJin do not lock exceeding 
narrowly to thee. . 

Bene. Come, come, we arl! friends :-let's have a dance 
ere we are marry'd, that we may lighten our own hearts, 
and our wives' heels. . 

S I 'Would "D' tIe"l Y""; &c.] I cannot lind in my heart to deny you, 
but fur all that I YIeld. after having frood out great per(\iafions to rub. 
miffion. He hid [aid, 1 take tbee IDr pity, .the replies, I 'WDuid "Df de
"y thee, i. e. I take thee for pity too: but as I live, I am won to -thi! 
compliance by importunity of friends. WA ~BVR TON. 

9 Bene. Peace, 1 'Will ftDp your mD~b.] In the old <:opies the~c w s 
are by miftake given to Leonato. The p\Crcnt ret:ulation Wi! m e by 
Mr. Theobald. MAl-II); II. I 

, • 5 Leol/. 
~ . . . 
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e'll have dancing afterward. 

tlie . FiJ;.ft, 0' my word; therefore, pJay tnuftck.-
lince, tho! art fad; get thee a wife, get thee a wife: 

there is no ftaff more rever nd than one tipp'd with horn'. 
-- Enter I Me{fenger. 

if. My lora, your bl ther John is ta'en in flight, 
A brought' with a., e ~ back to Meffina. "' 

1 _ 1/0 ftall:' more rwer h~n OIl tipp'd with horn.] This pafTage 
may admi t of [orne explanati 11 that I am unable to furnilh . By acci. 
dent 1 loft feveral inllanees I had coUe8:ed for the purpofe of thr~ving 
light on it. The following however may allift the future l:ommentator. 

Me. Sloan, 1691. "THAT A FJ:LON MAY WA CK JlATTAILJ:, 
WITH THlt ORD'lR TH£R£OT." "-hy order of the lawe both the par_ 
ties muil: at theire own charge be armed withoute any yron Or long 
armoure, and tbeire be. des bare, and bare-handed, and bare-footed, every 
one of them having a bajlon horned at eeh ende, of one length." STEKV. 

Mr. Steefens's explanation is undoubtedly the tru~ One. The al1u_ 
lion is certainly to the ancient trial by <wager oj baml, in fuits both 
criminal and civil. The quotation above given recites the (orm in the 
former cafe,-vi~. an appeal of felony. The pra8:ice was nearly fimilar 
in civil cafes, upon iIl"e joined in a writ of right. Of the laft trial of chis 
kind in England, (which was in the thirteenth year of Q.!!een Elizabeth,) 
our Author might have read a particular .CCOURt in ~cowe's Anna/es. 
Henry Nailor, maller of defence, ' was champion for the demandauts, 
Simon Low and John Kyme; alld georgc Thorne for the tenant, (or 
defendant,) Thomas Paramoure. The combat was appointed to be 
fought in Tuthill-fields, and the Judges of the Common Pleas and SBr_ 
jeant. at law attended. But a compromife was entered int(J between the 
parties; the evening before t)\e appointed day, and they only went 
through tll forms, fllr the greater fecurity of the tenant. Among ocher 
eeremonies Stowe mentions, that " the gauntlet that was caft down 
by George Thorne wa$ borne before the fayd 1: ailor, in hi. paflage 
through London, upon a (word's point, and his bail:on (3 /Jajj of .. n ell
long, made taper-wife, tipt <witb born,) with his Ihield of hard leather, 
was borne after him, &c." See alfo Minlheu'. DiCl:. 1617, in v. Combat. 
from w ich it appears that Nailor on this occafion was introduced to 
the Judges, with" three Jole11l11 congtes," by a very "verend perf on, 
" Sir Jerome Bowes, ambaflador from ~een Elizabeth into Rullia. 
who carried a red hajl.n of an ell long, tipped <witb borne. "-In a 
very ancient law.book entitled Brittoll, the mannerin which the com
batants are to be .armed is particularly mentioned. The quotation from 
the Sloanian Mf. is a tranflation from thence. By a ridiculous miftake 
the words, " fauns la;~ arme," are rendered in the modern tranf
Illion of that book, printed a few years ogo,-" without linn. n armour;" 
.an '3 mains nues & pies'; [b3re-handed and bare -footed] is tranC
lilted, 'and their hands naked, and O1ljQOt." MALON" . 

Vo 'II. X Ben,. 
• 
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Belli. Think not on him till to-morrow; I'11 

brave pllniihments for him.-Strike up, piper ~ 
[Dam·e. Exeunt"'. 

2. This play may be julHy raid to C ltain two of the molt {pri~;;
charaCters that Shakfpeare ever drew The wit,. the humourift 1the 
lIentlemaq. and the {oldier, are co ;;ed J.p. Benedick. It is : be
lamented, indeed, that the firft a -:.~ 1'..h<iid of thefe diftinaft>nl 
is difgraced by unneceifary profane efl.; " <he goodnefs of his heart i. 
hardly {ufficient to atone for the licence : his tonglle. The too (u
<:afti« levity,. which lIalhes out in the eonverfation of Beatrice, may bt 
excuf~d .on account of the fteadinefs and friendlhip fo apparent in her 
behaviour, when lhe urges her lover to rifque his life by a challenge to 
Claudio. In the conduCt of the fable, however, th"-e is an imper. 
feaion limilar to that which Dr. J ohnfun has pointed out in the MtrIfJ 
Wives of WindJor :_the fetond contrivance is lefs ingenious than the 
firft :-or, to {peak more plainly, the fame incident is become ftale 
by repeti tion. I wilh fame other method had been foU'lMi to entrap 
Beatrice, than that very one which before had been fuccefsfully prac_ 
tifed on Benedick. 

Mutb ado about Notbing, (as I underftand from one of Mr. Ve:tue', 
MSS.) formerly p3ffed under the title of BenediCl: and Beatrix. Hem. 
ming the player received, on the zoth of May, 1613, the (urn of forty 
pounds, and twenty pounds more as his majefty'i gratuity, for exhibit. 
W& fix plays at Hampton.Court, among which was till, comedy. 

STIl&V&Iir. 

• 
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f' Perfons . '~1ented. 

Ferdinand, Killg if Navarre. {" 

Longaville, Lords J attlnding,on the King. 
Bit'on, } 

Dumain, " 
, MBoyet'd I Lord., attendittg ftt the Pril1ajiifFrance. 

erca e, J 
Don Adriano de Armado, a fanta/fical Spaniard. 
Sir Nathaniel, a Curate. '" 
Holofernes, a Schoo/11lajler. 
Dull, a Conflable. 
Collard, a Clown. 
Moth. Page to Armado • 
.A ForeJllr. 

Pril1cljs if France. , 

Maria, Ladies, attending onlhe Pri""e(s. 
Rofaline, I 
Catharine, , 
J aqucnetta, a Country Wench. 

0./fiUrJ, a11a others, attenaants on thl King {;nd Prinaji • 

. SC ENE. Navarre. 



r:OV S LABOUR'S LOSTs. 

~, ~ 
• ACT I ;. -S C ~ N E I.t 

• 

Navarre. .if 'k", 'With a Palau irz if. 

Enter the King, BIRON;' LONGAVILLE, andDuMt,IN. 

King, Let fame, that all hunt afcer in their lives, 
Live regifter'~ upon our brazen tombs, 
And then grace us in the difgraee of tieath ; 
When, fpight of cormorant devouring time, 
The endelvour of this prefent breath may buy 
Th~t !lonour, which !hall bate his fey the's keen edge. 
And make us heirs of all eternity. 
Therefore, brave conquerors,-for fo you are, 
That war againft your own affections, 
And the hu~e army of the world's denres,
Gurlate edict fuall ftrongly .ftand in force: 
Navarre fhall be the wonder of the world; 
Our court !hall be a little ACIldeme, 
Still and contemplative in living art. 
You three, Biron, Dumain, and Longaville, 
Have fworn for three years' term to live with me. 
My fellow-feholars, and to keep thofe ftatutes, 
That are recorded in this fchedule here: 
Your oaths are paft, and now fubfcribe your names; 
That his own hand may {hike his honour down, 
That violates the fmalleft branch herein: 
If you are arm'd to do, as fworn to do, 
Subfcribe to your deep oath", and keep it too. 

J I -have not hitherto difcovered any novel on which this eomedy 
appears to have been founded; and yet the ftory of it has molt of the 
features of an ancient romance. STEEVENS. 

Love', Labour's loft I conjeCture t<1have been written in J 594' See An 
empt to afcertain the order of ShakjpeaY" s Ploys, Vol. I. MA LONE. 

.. your deep oath,) The old copies have-oath,. CorrcC\ed by Mr. 
StOCli ~. MALONlt. 

X 3 Lo¥ • 
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Long- I am refolv'd: 'tis bilt a three yea "faft; 

'I'he mind !hall banquet, thol1gh the body pi ~: 
Fat paunches have lean pates. d dainty bits 
Make rich the ribs, but ban 'rout quite the wits. 

, [JllbJcr 
Dum, My loving lord, Dum" n 'is mortify'd; 

The grafTer manner of thefe 0. delights 
He throws upon the grofs world's tfer {laves: 

" 
To love, to weal.h, to pomp, I .ne and die; 
Wirh all thefe living in philofopl1Y 3. [IubJcri/m; 

Bir. I tan but fay theirprotefrationover; 
So much, dear liege, I have already fworn,« 
That is, To live and ftudy here three yean. 
But there axe other ftria obfervances : 
As, not to fee a woman in that term; 
Which, I hope well, is hOt enrolled there: 
And, one day in a week to touch no food; 
And but one meal on every day belide ; 
The which, 'I hope', is not enrolled there: 
And then, to fleep but three hours in the night, 
And not be feen to wink of all the day; 
(When I was wont to think no harm all night, 
And make a dark night too of half the day;) 
Which, 1 hope well, is not enrolled there. 
0, thefe are barren talks, too hard ~o keep; 
Not to fee ladies, ftudy, faft, not fleep 4. 

Kiltg. Your oath is pafs'd to pafs away from thefe. 
Bir. Let me fa-y, no, myliege, an if you pleafc; 

I only fwore, to ftudy with your grace, 
.And ftay here in your court for three years' fpace. 

Lo"g. You fwore to that, Bixon, and to the rell:. 
Bir. By yea and nay, fir, then 1 fwore injeft.

What is the end of ftudy r let me know. 
Kiltg_ Why, that to know, which elfe we iliould not 

know. , 
3 With all thefe livillg in pbilofopb} .] The ftyle of the rhYming 

(cenes in this play is often entangfed and obfcure. I know Dot cer
tainl y to what allthefe is to be ref"'red; I fuppofe he means, tha r h 
linds lo-ve, pomp, and .uealtb in.philofop hy. l " HNsoN. 

4 Not to Jet/adies, fiudy,jafi, /lot fleep. ] T1.t i$, to fce no 1a sJ to 
fiudy, to faft, and /lot to fleep: MA1.0N:E. 

'" I-
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.gs hid and barr'd, you mean, from common 
fd • 

King. Ay, that is ftUiS god-like recompence. 
Bir. Come on then, I ill [wear to !ludy fo" 
know the thing I am orbid.to know: 

A thus,-To ftudy whe.e I well may dine, 
ItiNhen I to feall: eXi're~ am forbid S ; 

Or, ftudy where to fh t [orne miftrefs line, 
When millre1fes fro common fenCe are hid: 

Or, having (worn too hard-a-keeping oath, 
Study to break it, and not break my troth. 
If !ludy's gatn be thus, and chis be [4;>, 
Study knows that~ which yet it doth not know: 
Swe:ir me to this, and I will ne'er fay, no. 

.. 

King.;;ifhcfe be the fiops that hinder ftudy quite, 
And train OUI intellects to vain delight. 

Bir. Why, all delights are vain; but that moft vain" 
Which, with pain purchas'd, doth inherit pain: 
As, painfully to pore"upon a book, 

To feek the light of truth; while truth the while 
Doth falily blind the eye-fight of his loo~ 6 

: 

Light, reeking light, dotn light of light beguile : 
So~ ere you find where light in darknefs lies. 
Your light grows dark by ioling of your eyes. 
Study me how to plt:afe the eye indeed, 

By fixing it upon a fairer eye; 
Who dazzling fo, that eyt! Jhall he his heed, 

And give him light that was it blinded by 7 . 

S When I to feaf'cexp'4Jy amforbid;] The old copy has-to I .. ft. Thi$ 
ncceflary erocndation was made by Mr. Theobald. MALON!!:. 

/) -- ."bile truth the while 
Doth lallly blind &c.] F aljly is here, and in many ·other places, 

the fame as Jifooneflly or treacherolljly . The whole (coCe of this gingjin, 
declamation is only this, that a man by toodo[e ftudy may read bimfolJ blind, 

. which might have been told with leCs obfcurity in fewer words. JOHN SON. 

. 7 Who daz.z.ling [0, thllt rye jbal! be his heed, 
And give bim light tbat was it blinded Ly.1 This is another parraga 

IInneceffarily obfcure: the meanIng is, that when he daz:dCl. that is, 
has his eye made weak. by fixing his eye upon a fairer eye, that fairer ey' 

.1/ be his heed, his direBion or lode-ftar, (See Midfu mrner Ni,ht's 
. Dr ,m,) and gi'Ve him light tbat was Minded by it . JOHN s ON. 

T old copies read_it 'Will. Corrected by M,r. Stceven,. MALONS. 
• ' , X 4- Study 
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Study is like the heaven's glorious fun. 

That will not be deep fearch 'd with faucy 1 
Small have continual plodders eler won, 

Save bafe authority from other' books. 
The[e earthly godfathers of he a en's lights, 

That Vive a name to every fix d frar, 
Have no more profit of their llii.~n~nights, 

Thlth thofe that walk and wot n l what they are. 
Too much to know, is, to know no I ght but fame; 
And't:very godfather can give a name 8. 

Ki11g. How well he's read, to reafon againfr reading! 
Dum. Proceeded well, to frop all good prckeeding 9 ! 
Long. He weeds the corn, and full Iets grow the weeding. 
Bir. The fpring is near, when green geefe are a 

breeding. 
Dum. How follows that? 
Bir. Fit in his place and time. 
Dum. In reafon nothing. 
Bir. Something then in rhime. 
King. Biron is like an envious fneaping froft ", 

That bites the tirft-born infantsoftht'fpring. 
Bir. Well, fay I am; why fhould proud fummer boaft, 

Before the birds have any cauCe to fing r 
Why /hould 1 joy in an abortive birth j' 
At Chriftmas I 110 more defire a rofe, 
Than willi a fnow in May's new-fangled lliows ~ ; 
But like of each thing, that in feaCon grows. 

a Too much to ~no"J, is to know nought hut f~me j 
. And ""ery godfather can give a name.] The con!e'luence, fays Biron, 

cf too much knowledge, is not any real folution of doubts, but mere 
empty reputation. That is, too much kncwltdge gives only fame, a 
?fame, which everygodfatber can givelikewife. J OHNSON . 

9 Proceeded well, to flop all good proceeding! J To proceed is an academi
c.1 term, meaning, to talle a degree; as he proceeded bachelor in pbyjick. 
The fenCe is, he has laken his degrees Qn the art of hindering the deg-rm of 
• . hers. J OHNSON • 

• - (neapingfrcft,] 50 fntaping winds in the Winter', Tal. . T o 
fn.ap is to check, to rebuke. 5TEEVENS. 

,. - May's "tw-Jangled !hows;) Mr. Theobald reads - new_fangl . ? 

earth, in order to rhyme with the laft line but. 'lne. I rather Cufpe a 
l ine to have been loft after ,I an abortive birth. "-For an in tha line 
the old copies have any. Corrected by Mr. Pope. MALONff. ' 
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S<l,you, to , dy now it is too late, . 

, ""t.'Timb o'er Ie houfe to unlock the, little gate 1.-
King. Well, fit you ou , .: go home, Biron; adieu! 
Bir. No, my good Ion'; I have fworn to fray with you: 

A , though I have for b rbarifm fpoke more, 
• han for that angelkn..lwledge you can fay, 

Ye\a:mfident I'll keep wi-at I have fwore, ~ 
And bide the pen~ 'e of each three years' day. 

Give me the paper, Ie me read the fame; 
And to the ftriCl:'il: decrees I'll write my name. ' 

King. How well this yielding ref cues thee from fhame ! 
Bir. [read: ] Item, 'l'haf 110 woman /hall come wilhi1l 

II mile of my court ;-Hath this been proclaimed? 
L011g. Four days ago. 
Bir. ~t's fee the penalty. (reads. ]-Dl1 pain of lojint 

1m tongue. Who devifed thl.S penalty r 
L011g. Marry, that did 1. 
Bir. Sweet lord, and why? , 
Long. To fright them hence with that dread penalty. 
B ir. A dangerous law againft gentility 4 !-[rean's.1 

Item, If any man he fien to talk with a -'Won Ian witbill/he 
1f1'm of three years, be jhall cndurejuch publick /hallie allbt 
re.ft of the court can poJlibly de·vifi·-
This article., my liege, yourfelf mull. break; 

For, well you know, here comes in embaify 
The French king' s daughter, with yourfelf to fpeak,

A maid of grace, and complete majefiy,
About furfender. up of Aquitain . 

Toher decrepit, fick, and bed-rid father: 
Therefore this article is made in vain, 

Or vainly comes the admired princefs hither. 
. KinK; 

1 ,Climb a'tr tbe boufe &,.] This is the reading of the quarto, 1598, 
and much preferable to ebatofthe foHo-

That were to climb o'er the Roufe to unlock the gate. MALONS. 
,. - fit y o .. out:] This may mean, boldyou out, continue rifra8or:J. 

But I (u(pea, we Ihould read-fe you out. MALO~U:. 
4 A dangerous law again}J gJ:ntility!] This and tbe four following 

ines, which in the old copy are gi'lcn to Longaville, were properly at.. 
"uted to Biron by Mr. Theobald. MALOlU. 
G.,tilily, her~, does not lignify that rank of people called, gentry i 

but W~t the French expre{s by, genlilelle, i. e. elegantia, urbanitPh 
• A1}d til n}aning is this 'fSUCh a law tor banHhing women from the: 

COllrt, i ," erOlls, in; riou,s, to pQ/itenif., urbaniJy, and the morf< 
, refined . , 

• 
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King. What fay you, lords? why, this wa 

. Bir. So ftudy evermOre is ove{ihot ; 
While it doth ftudy to have wIlart . t would. 
It doth forget to do the thing it Jhould : 
And when it hath the thing it hjnteth moll-, 
'Tis wop, as towns with lire; ~o won, ~o 10ft •. 

King. We muil. offorce, dl~enfe Wlth thu decreet 
She mull: lie llere S on mere neceffilF.o' 

.Bir. Neceffity will make us all ~rfworn 
'Three thoufand times within this three years' {pace: 

For every man with his aH"etts is born; . 
Not by might mailer'd, but by fpecial gfllce·: 

If! break faith, this word Ihali (peak for me, 
1 nm for[worn on mere neceffity.-
So to the laws at large I write" my name : [~'U6fcl'i6e1. 

And he, that breaks them in the leal!: degree, 
Stands in attainder of eternallhame : 

SuggeJl:ions 7 are to others, as to m,~ ; 
But, I believe, although I [eem [0 loth. 
I am the Iaft that willlaft kee p his oath. 
But is there no quick recreation S granted l 

Killg. Ay)thatthereis~ ourCollrt,youknow, is haunted 
With a refined traveller of Spain; . 

'A man in all the world's new falbion planted, 
That hath a mint of phrafes in his brain: 

One .• whom the mi:dick of his own vain tongue 
Doth ravilh, like enchanting harmony; 

A man of complements, whom right and wrong 
Have chafe as umpire -of their mutiny ~ : 

Thia 
r.Jincd pleofure! oflife. For men without women would turn brutal, 
Aind favage, in their natures and behaviour. TH£()IIALD. 

5 She 'muft lie here-] To lit in old language is to Jojour,,; MALoNr. 
6 Not by mjght mafter'd, but by JpwiTl grace: 1 Biron, amidft hi. 

extravagancies, fpeaks with great jo1l:nefs againfr the £olly 0; vows. 
They are made without fuHieient regard to the variations of lif~, and 
are tberefore broken by fome unforefeen neceillty • . They proceed com
monly from!1 prefu mptuou, conlidence, and a falfe et~imate of human 
power. ] OJ{N SON. 

7 Sugg ,j1ions-] Temptations. J OJ{NSON. /'" 
Ii _ 9uick recrfarion-] Lively fport, fpritely diverfion. J~NSON. 
9 A man ~f co,.pltmenls, 'Who", rigbt and 'Wrong 

HI/vt chofo as umpire of tb,ir ",utin] ' (' This pa{rag~' believe,. 
5 I ' { ~I meaD, 

, " { 
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ihis chil " Hancy·, thatArmadohight~. 

rtJ(II For lute' nl toour ftu4!es, 1hall relate, 
In high-born words, the worthof.many a knight 

From tawny Spain, 10ft in the world's debate'. 
f ilW you delight, my lords, I know not, I; 
BUt, 1 proteft, I love to hear him lie, 
AM I will u[e him for m minftrelfy. 

Bir. Armada is;f oft illu£l:riou~ wight, 

.~ 

IIJ 

A marl of fire-new w ds, falbion's own knight. 
Long. Coftard the fwain, and he, ihall be our fpoft ; 

And ... fo to fiudy, three years is but 1hort. 

means n.o more than that DOli Annado w.: n, man nicely verfed in ct- • 
remonial diftinaions, one who could diftinguilh in the moft delicate 
queftions of ;,honour the exaa boundaries of right and wrong. Compli
mrnt, in Shakfpeare's time, did not fignify, at leall did not only fignify 
t'crbal civility, or phrafes of courtefy, but according to its original 
meaning, the trappings, or ornamental appendages of a cllaraaer, in 
the fame manner, and on the fame principles of (peech with auo",plifo
mtJ1t. CompltTnent is, as Armado weU expreJles it, tbe 'Varllifo if (1&.11/

t,I", man. JO HNSON . 
SO, in th'e title-page to R. Braithwaite'S Engrtfo Gentlew1m«l1: 

"_what ornaments do beft ~dorn her, and whatcomple""nu do belt 
accomplilh her." Again, in Sir Ciilcs GOD/cap, 1606 ~ "-adorned with 
the ex.Cleft ,ampl~'/I'/1S belonging to everlafting noblenc(s." 

ST.£ltV!:NS. 
J This cbild of fancy,] This fl1ntajlick. The expreJlion, in ano,ther 

f~nfe, has been adopted by Milton in his L 'Allegro: . 
" OrfweeteJl SbaJrfpeare, Fancy> child-." MALONE. 

" - that Armada hight,] Who is calledArm.do. MALONE . 
1 From tawny Spain, loft in the w orld', dtbate.] i. • h. /hall relate 

to us the celebrated ltories recorded in the old romances, and in their 
.ery itile. Why he fays from tawny Spain i~, becaufe thefe rOlnances, 
being of Spani/h original, the heroes and the (eene were generally of 
that country. Why he fays, loft in rhHtJorld's debate, is, becau(e the 
(ubjee- of thofe romances Were the crufades of tbe Europell n thrilHaos 
againft the Sara<:ens of Alia and Africa. WARBURTON. 

I have {uitered this note to hold its place, thollgh Mr. Tyrwhitt has 
!hewn that it is wholly unfounded, becaufe Dr. Warburton refers to it 

.in his difTertation at theena of this pl ay. MALO NE . 
- in tb, 'World's debate.] The world feems to be uied in a monaftick 

fcnfe by the kin'g, now devoted for a time to a monaftick life. In tb, 
,"/~, in feetdo, in the buftle of human. affairs, fro~ which w.e are now 

happil y feqlle lhed, in the 'World, to whIch the votaries of {all tude have 
no relation. JOHNSON. 

Enter 
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E1Iter DULL, witbalttter, and COST ~D: 

Dull. Which is the du,ke's own'per(on 4? 
Bir. This, fellow; What would'ft? _ j 
DuJl. I myfe1f reprehend his own perron, for I am bfs 

grace's t~arborough s: but I would fee his own perron 11\ 

Belli and blood. I: 0 

Bir. This is he. l' 
Dull. Signior Arme-Arme-coll\mends you. There'$ 

villail\y abroad; this letter will tell you more. 
CoJi. Si.r, the contempts thereof are as touching me. 
King. A letter from the magnificent ArmlI~o. 
Bir. How low foever the matter, I hope m God for 

high words. 
LDng. A high hope for a low having 6: Godt~rant us 

patience! . 
Bi1·. To hear? or forbear heanng? ? 
Long. To hea.r meekly, fir, and to laugh moderately; 

or to forbear both. 
Bir. Well, fir, be it as the ftile ilia!l give us caufe to 

climb in the merrinels. 
Coft. The matter is to me, fir, as concerning Jaque

netta. The manner of it is, I was taken with the 
manners. 

Bir. 
04 - tb, duke's own ptrfon 1') Theobald without any necellity reads 

-king's OWn perfon. The princefs in the next aCt: calls the kinl:-" this 
virtuous duke ; ., a word which, in-our author's time, fcems to have been 
uCed with great laxity. And inaeed, though this were not the cafe, futh a 
fellowa.s Colnrd may well be fuppofed ignorant of his true title. MALON!:. 

s - tharbol"ough:] i. e. 'Tbirdborough, a peace officer, alike in au
thority with a heaciborough or a tonllable. SIR J. HAWKINS. 

6 A Ligh bope for a low having j] Tbe old copies read-beaven. The 
emendation was made by Mr. Theobald, and bas been adopted by all 
the fubCequent «\itors. Having is at ljuijition . See Vol. 1. p, %53', 
n. 5' MALON£. · _ . 

H eaven, howevet; may be the true reading, in allufion to the gra
dations of happinefs promifed by M ohammed to his followers. So, in 
the comedy of Old Fortunatu" 1600: 

« Oh, how my foul is rapt to a tbird heave"-!" STEE Y!:NS. ~ 
7 To h,ar' or f01'i'ear hearing?] One of the modern editors, p~au

fibly enough, read s,-T~hear? or forbear laughing'" MALON!:. 
8 _ taken with tbe' m cr.] A forenfick term. A thii i faid to 

.' [I , ,'-\ ' 
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Bir. what manner? 
, Coji. i manner and form following, fir. all thofe 
three: I was feen with'her in the manor houfe, fitting 
With her upon the form, and taken following her into the 
park; which put together, is, in manner and form fol
lowing. Now, fir, for the manner,-it is the V1anner of 
:t man to [peak to a wo~an : for the form,-in {orne form.' 

Bir. For the folbwing, fir 1 
Coji. As it fuall Qollow in my correction; And God 

defend the right! • 
King. Will you hear this letter with attention? 
Bir. As we would hear an oracle. 
Coif. Such is the flDlplicity of man to hearken after • 

the flefu. ' 
King,. [reads.] Grlat deputy, the <welkin': 'Vice-gerlnt, 

lind fole dominator of Na'lJarre, my foul's earth' s G"J~ and 
Im!y' s fojlering patron,-

Coft. Not a word of Coftard yet. 
King. $0 it is.-
Cojl. It may be fo: but if he ray it is fo, he is, in tel-

ling true, but fo fo 9. ' 

King. Peace. 
Coji.-be to me, and every man that dares not fight! 
King. No words. 
Coji.--<!Jf other men's feerets, I befeech you. 
King, So:, is, hejieged'With/ahle-colour'd melancholY, I did 

CDmmend the hiack oppreJ!i/lg humour to the mojl 'Wholifome ' 
pbyJick of thy bealth-gi'1Jing air; and, as I am {l gwtlt11Jlln, 
betook myfelfto 'Walk. 'The time, 'When? About the Jixtb 
hour; 'When heajls mojl gra')!.e, birds beft peck, and men fit 
down to that noztri}hment 'Which is called jupper. So much 
for tbe time 'When: No'W for the ground 'Which; 'Which, I 
mean, I <walk'd UpOIl: it is ycleped, thy park. 'Then 
for the place <where; 'Where, I mean, I did enCOU/lter tbat 

be taken with the m~nlJe" i. e. mainour or "'''''0111', (for fo it is written 
in our old law-books,) when, he is OIpprebended with the thing Ilolen in 
his polleffion. The thing that he has taken WJ9 called main.ur, from 
the Fr. manitr, manu tractate. MALONJ:. 

9 _ hut Jo, fo,l The fecond fo waS added by Sir T. Hanmer, and 
adopted by th, {ub?e'lucntediton. MAJ.ONI 

~ ! ' obftm, 
/. 
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Dh/une mId moft prep&jlet'oul e'Cm ·t, that draw . fi'om ~ 
/now-white len the ebon-colour' d i~f, 'Which hert thou 'lJie'W_ 
'!ft, !Jth~Idej1, jitMJeyejl, or ftejJ: But to the pla,'e, '1-Vhere, 
-It jlanJeth nllrth-north-eajl and by eaft from the wejJ corr 
ner of thy curious-lwotted garden: 'i'here did I fie tbat /o"JJ-
JPirited j'Y'ain, that haft ntinnow of tby mirth '. • Il 

Coft. Me. of 

King .-that unletter'd /mall-R7wwtI/oul. 
CojJ. Me. 
King.-that foal/ow 'Vaffal, 
CojI. Still me. . 
King.-<whicb, as I remember, hight CojIa''', 
CoJI.. 0 me! 

• King.-Jorted and conJorted, cO/llrary to thy ejlablifhedpro
claim", edit! and continent canon, with'With "'JIo.O 'With -""t 'With thil I paiJion to jay wherewitb. 

CojI. With a wench. . 
King.-<with a chiid of (Jur grandmother E'Ve, a fe~t1le ; 

"r,for thy more jweet underflanding, a 'Woml+11. Him I 
(al my e'Uer-efteemed duty ,ricla me 011) /Ja'{'e /ent to thee. 
to reui'Ve the meed ofpunijhme1lt, by thy/weet Grace's officer, 
.Anthony Dull; a man of good repute, carriage, tearing. 
tlnd ej1imation. 

Dull. Me, an't {hall pleafe you; I am Anthony Dull. 
King. For 'Jaljuenetta, (Jo is the wealel'vifcl called_ 

which I apprehended with tbe afore/aid jwain,) I keep her 
ill a 'VeJfelof thy law' I fury; and flall, at the Itajl of thy 
jweet notice, bring ber to trial. 'i'hine, in all compliments 
if de·voted and heart-bul'ning heat of duty, 

Don Adriano de Armado. 

I _ "aft minnow of tby ",in",] The bare minnow-of thy mirth, ill 

the contemptibly little objeCl: that contributes to thy entertainment. 
Shakfpeare makes Coriolanus charaaerife the tribunitian infolentc of 
Sicinius, under the fame ~ .. re: 

" -- hear you not 
" This Triton of the minno'Ws 1" 

Again, in Have 'With Y OIl to Saffron Walden &e. J 596: .. Let him 
clenie that there was another /hewe made of the little minnQ'W, his bro~ .,.., 
tber", &e. STEJ!:VEN S • 

.. -with-with-] The old copy Jti~hk6 with. The cor
rcaioll j, Mr. Theoba)cIfI. MA~OlUl;. 
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1Ji,.. is not fo well as I look'd for, but the heft 

~hrt ever r eard. 
King. Ay, the beft for the worft. But, firrah. what 

flY you to this! 
CoJI. Sir, I confeCs the wench. 
King. Did you hear the proclamation? 
(toJl. I do confefs much of the hearing it, but ~ittle of 

the marking of it 3.. • 
King. It was procla' 'd a year's imprifonment to be 

taken with a wench. " , 
Cofl. I was taken with none, fir; I was ta!-en with a 

damofe!. . , 
King. Well, it wasproclaim'd uamofe!' 
CoJl. This was no damofel neither, fir; {he was a 

virgin. .11 

King. It is fa varied too; for it was proclaim'd, virgin. 
C oJl. If it were, I den y her virgini ty ; 1 was taken with 

a maid. 
King. This maid will not ferve your turn, fir. 
CoJI. This maid will {erve my turn, fir. 
King. Sir, I will pronounce your (entence ; You [nail 

faft a week with bran and water. 
CoJ.. I had rather pray a month with mutton and 

porndge. 
King. And Don Armada !ball be your keeper.-

My lord Biron, fee him deliver' d o'er.
And go w~, lords, to put in praCl:ice that 

Which each to other hath fo ftrongly fwo 11. 

. [Exeunt King, LON G AVl !.LE, t'wd DUMAIN. 

Bir. I'll lay my head to any good man's hat, 
Thefe oaths and laws witI prove an igle fcorn.-

Sirrah; come on. . 
CoJ1. I fuffer for the truth, fir: for true it is, I was 

taken with J aquenetta, and J aquenetta is a true girl; 
and therefore, Welcome the four cup of pl'o[perity! Af
Riaion may one day fmile again, and till then, Sit thee 
down, farrow! . [Exeul1t. 

J 1 do cOllfefs mucb of tbe blaring it, hut little of tbe marRing of it.J 
~o FalJlaff, in K. Henry IV. P. 1I: "_it is the difeafe of not liA:en
IUJ, th4: malady ofnotlll4lrAinz, that I am tro bled withal." Sn' J:v. 

, ,) I. ·SCEN~ 

• 
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seE NEIl • 
.AIIDthlr part of the fame. A R/tmt in Armado's HOIif't. 

Enter ARMADO and MOTH . 

Arm. Boy, whadign is it, when a man of great fpirit 
Uws mtlancholy r fJ 

r '')loth. A great"1ign, fir, tha: rle w;U look fad. 
Arm. Why, fadnefs is one ant the felf-fame thin~ 

deardmp4. 
Motb. No, no; 0 lord, fir, no. 
Arm. How can'ft thou part fadnefs anc\ melancholy, 

my tender juvenal s ( 
Moth. By a familiar demonftration of the working, my 

lough fenior 1 
ifrm. Why tough fenior? why tough fenior ? "-
MDth. Why tender juvenal? why tender juvenal? 
Arm. I fpoke it, tender juvenal, as a congruent epi-

theton, appertaining to thy young days, which we may 
nominate tender •. 

Moth. And I, tough fenior, as an appertinent title to 
your old time 6, which we may name tough '. 

Jlrm. Pretty, and apt. . 
Moth. How mean you, fir? I pretty, "nd my faying 

apt? or I apt, and my faying pretty r 
Arm. Thou pretty, becaufe little. 

4 - dtar imp.) Imp wa5 anciently a term of dignity. Lord Crom
well in hi s laliletter to Henry VIl!. prays for tbe imp bisfon. It is 
now ufed only in contempt or abhorrence; per hips in cur authour's 
time it was ambiguous, in which fiate it fuilS well with thic dialogue. 

JOHNseN, 
Pnlolfalutes king Henry V. by the fame title. STEE VENS. 

~ -my tend.r juven.I?] Ju'Venaliiyoutb. STEEVEN S. 
6 _ tougb fenior, as an oppertinent title to J.ur old time,) Here and 

in two fpeeches above riu: old copies have jignior, which appears to hal e 
been the old fpeUing of I,,,;or. So, in the Jalt (cene of tEe Comedy of Er-
711r$ ; edit. J 623 : "We will draw culs fortbejign;or; till then, lead thou 
lirli." In that play the (polling has been correCted properly by the mo
dern editors, who yet, I know not why, have retained the old (pelling in 
the paIr age before us. MALON E. "'" 

7 - tougb. J Old .. d tough, young and t "der, is onc of the pro
Y'erbial phrafes collected by Ray. STU;V!:N~. 

I Moth" 

( c ';l . 
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pretty, becaufe little: Wherefore apt! 
~m. Anc..,.i. erefore apt, becaufe quick. 
Moth . Speak you this inl my praife, mafier? 
Arm. In thy condign praife. . . 
Moth. I will praife an eel with the fame praife. 
A,'m. What? that an eel is ingenious? 
M,.oth. That an eel is quick . 

. Arm. I do fay, thou art 'lUicli in an[wers : nou ~eat'!l: 
~b~~ ~ J 

Moth . I am anf..ver'd! fir. 
Arm. I love not to be cro(s'd. 
Moth. He ffeaks the mere 

not him 8. 

conti:ary, crolTes love 

Arm. I have .promifed to fiudy thl'ee 
duke. 

Moth. "Y"bu may do it in an hour, fir. 
Arm. Impoffible. 

. [ajide. 
years with the 

Moth. How many is one thrice told? 
AmI. I am ill at reckoning., it fitteth the fpirit of a, 

tapfter. 
Moth. You are a gentleman and a gamefter, fir. 
Arm. I confefs both ; they are both the varnifh of a 

complete man. 
M oth. Then, I am fure, you know how much the gro[s 

fum of deuce-ace amounts to. 
Arm. It doth amount to one more than two. 
Moth. Whi h the bare vulgar do call, three. 
Arm. True, 
Moth. Why, fir, is this fuch a piece of ftudy? Now 

here is three ftudied, ere you'll thrice wink: and how 
eafy it is to put years to the word three, and ftudy three 
years in two words, the dancing horfe will tell you 9. 

Arm. 
S _ croiTes lov~ not bim.] By crofftf he means money- So, in A. 

you like ii, the Clown fays to Celia, " if I Jhould bear you, I jhould 
hear 110 crofs." J OHNS ON. 

9 _ and ho~u eolY. it is to put years to tbe word tbree, alldfludy 
tbree year: in two words, tbe dancing hor fewill te~1 you.] Bankes's borfe, 
vhich play'd many remarkable pranks. Sir Kene1m Digby (A 'trtalif. 

o Bodies, ch. xxxviii. p. 393') obferves, " That his horfe would re
Ilore a glove to the due Qwner, after the mafter had whifpered the man's 

VOl. . lI. Y ' na= 

I) 
• 

1 

.. 
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A rm . A moll: fine figure ~ 
M7tb. To prove you a cy?he • [afi";:'. 
Arm. I will hereupon confefs, I am in love: and, as it 

is bafe for a [oldier to love, fo am, I in love with a bafe 
wench. If drawing my fword againft thl! humour or 
affeCtion would deliver me from the reprobate thought 
of it, <l would take deiire prifoner; and ranfom hiD to 
any French courrier for a new Cieviw:d court'fy ~ I think 
[corn to fi gh; methinks, I {h:lUld {lut-fwear Cupid. Cum. 
fOIi;, me, boy; What great men have been in love! 

Moth. Hercules, . mafter. 
Arm. Moft {weet Hercules !-More 3sthority, dear 

boy, name more; and, fw.eel my child, Let them be men 
of good repute and carriage .. 

Moth. Sampfon, mafter ~ he was a man 0..( good car
riage, great carriage; for he carried the town-gates on 
his back, like a porter : and he was in love. 

Arm. O· well-knit Sampfon! !trong-jointed Sampfon ! 
I clo excell thee in my rapier, as much as thou didR: me in 

name in his ear; would tell the ju/l number of pence in any piece of 
Elver coin, newly mewed him by rug maner; and even obey prefently 
hi, command , in difcharging himfelf of his excrementa, whenfoever he 
hadbadehi m." G RE Y. 

See alfo Cbrcjlalaru" or Seven Bookes of Epigrames, written by T. 
ll. [ Thomas llaftard] 1598, lib •. III. ep_ 17 : 

" Of Bank .. ' Horfe. 
" Ban~ts hath a horfe of wondrous q ualitie, 
" For he can fig ht, and piae, and daunce, and lie, 
.. And finde yo ur pude, and tell what coyne ye havf. : 
" Bu t Bank", who taught your borfe to fmel a k",,'e ?" 

A mong other exploits of this celebrated beafi:, it is faid that he went 
up to the top of St. Paul's .. 

Among the entries at Stationers' . H all is the following : Nov. 14. 
2 S9 S, " A Ballad Ihewing the ftrange qualities of a young nagg cailed 
M or occo." S T E EVE N s. 

In 1595 was pu blifiled a pamphlet entitled MaroC(us eXll:licus, D; 
B ankes' bay borfe in a trance. /1 difcourfeIet dDwne in a m."y dialogu. 
l>elween Ban~" and bi, beaft: anatomiz ing f ome abufa and baa Irick., 
oJtbe age. 4to. Ben J onfon hin ts at the unfortunate cata/lrophe of 
hoth man ano horfe, which, I find, happened at Rome, where to t~ 
difgrace of the "ge, of the countr~ , and of humanity, they were bur~ 
by order of the pope, for magician~ . 5ee D(ln Zan del fogo, u.:no. 
16' 0, p. 1I4' RUD. 

I 
carr.ying-. 

~ '11 
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,..,.al/Ying.g s. I am in love too.-Who was Sampfon'~ 
~love, iny d ar M()th: 
J Moth. A woman, mader. 

Arm. Of what complexion! 
Moth. Of all the four, or the three, or the two ; or one 

of the four, 
Jirm. Tell me precifel)', ot what complexion ? ~ 
Moth. Of the (ea-watel' green, fir. 
Arm. Is that one of e four complexions ? 
Moth. As I have read, fir; and the beft of them t80. 
Arm. Green, indeed, is the colour of lovers I: but to 

have 
Underneath is a reprefentation of Bankes and his horfe, copied fro,," _ 

the pamphlet abc~e mentioned. 

( 
~ Green indml is tbt f~/~lIr if lovers:] 

yz 

I 

{ 

MALONZ. 

do not know whether our 
allthor 
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have a love of that colour, methinks, Srmpfon ~d 
fmall reafon for it. He, furdy'l affeCted her for her wit. 

Moth. It was fa, fir; for !he had a green wit. 
Arm. My love is moil imm .. culate white and red. 
Moth. Moil maculate thoughts", mafter, are matk'd 

under fuch colours. 
Arm.eDefine, define, wen-educated infant. • 
Moth. My father's wit, amJlmy .. mother's tongue af-

ftfl: me! . ~ 
Arm. Sweet invocation of a chIld; moll: pretty, and 

pathetical! 
Moth. If !he be made of white and red, ~ 

Her faults will -ne'er be known; 
For blufhing 3 cheeks by faults are bred, 

And fears by, pale-white !hown : ~ 
Then, if !he fear, or be to blame, 

By this you IbaU not know; 
For /lill her cheeks poifefs the [arne, 

Which native !he doth!'()we. 
A dangerous rhime, mafier, againft the reafon of white 
and red. 

Arm. Is there not a ballad, boy, of the King and tllC 

Beggar 4 ! 
Moth . The world was very guil ty of fuch a ballad fame 

three ages flnce: but, I think, now 'tis not to be found; 
or, if it were, it would neither ferve for the writing, nor 
the tune. 

Anll. I will have that fubjeCt newly writ o'er, that I 

author alludes to "the rare green eye," which in his time [e!ms to have 
been thought a beatity, or to that frequent attendant onloYe, jealoufy, 
to which in The Merchilnt -f Fenice, and in Othello, he has applied rhe 
epithetgrun-ey'd . MALO NE. 

" lJIll1 m.culate thoughts,-] So the iirft quarto, 1598. The foli .. 
has immaculate. To avoid (uch notes for the future, it may be proper 
to apprize the reade r, that where the reading of the text does not cor
refpond with the folio, without any reafon being affigned for ' tt.e de
'ViatioD, it is always warranted by the authority of the iirft quarto. 

MALONE. 

~ For blu/hing-) The original copy ha~- blufJ, in. The em"n- II' 
dation was made by the editorof the fccon d folic. ' MALONE • 

. 4 - ttt King and the B.eggar.!'] See Dr. Percy's e,l/.Elien of old 
Ballads, in three ~oIs. STEEYE N s. , 

I. ~y ~ 



VE'S LABOUR'S LOST. ~%S 
example my digreffion S by fome mighty precedent. 

Boy, I do love that country girl, that I took in the park 
with the rational hind CoIl:ard 6; {he deferves weI!. 

Moth. To be whipp'd; and yet a better love than my 
mail:er. [ afid,. 

Arm. Sing, boy; my fpirit grows heavy in love. 
M oth . And that's grea; marvel, loving a ligli~ wench. 
Arm. I fay, fing. • 
Moth. Forbear, til this company be pail:. 

E'lter DULL, COSTARD, and J A Q.YENETTA ~ 
Dull. Sir, t~e duke's pleafu e is, that you keep Collard 

fafe: and you muil: let him take no delight, nor no pe
nance; but a' muIl: faft three days a-week: For this dam
fel, I mu~ keep her at the park; {he is alIDw'd for the 
day-woman. F;trc you well. • 

Arm. I do betray myfelfwith blu{hing.-Maid. 
Jaq. Man. 
Arm. I wiII vifit thee at the lodge. 
Jaq. That's hereby. 
A/'m. I know where it is fituate. 
J aq . Lord, how wift: you are! 
Arm. I will tell thee wonders. 
Jaq. With that face? 
Arm. I love thee. 
J nq. So I heard you fay. 

S - my digrellion] D igrtJlion on this occahon lignifies the aa of 
going out of the right way. So, in R omeo 'and Juliet: 

" Thy noble /hape is but a form of wax, 
" D ig l'tJling from tbe valour of am an." S T EEVJ:NS. 

Again, in our author's Rape of L ucrece: 
" --- my digre.fJion is fa vile, (0 bafe, 
" That it will live engraven in my f.ce." MA LONE: . 

6 _ the ration al bind Coftard;] The reafonitlgbrute, the animal with 
f omefhare of rtaJon. STE£VENS. 

I have always read irrationaf bind : if bind be taken in it. bcjJia/fenfe, 
Armada makes CoRard afemal, . FAR MER. 

Shakfpeare ufcs it in its bcjJial.f~nfe in Julius Cerfar, Act I. (c. iii. 
and as of the mafculine gender: 

" He were no lion, were not Romans hi .• d,." 
Again, in K. Henry IV. p. 1. ie. iii: " -you are a /halloW cowardly 
Lintl, and you lye." STl'.J:Vl'.lH. 

I ) . Y, Arm. 
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Arm. And fo farewell. 
:faq. Fair weather after yon! I 

Dull. Come, Jaquenetta, away 1. 

(Ext/lnt DULL alEd J A~...uENETTA. 
~rm. Villain, thou fualt faft for thy offences, el'e thou 

be pard~med. ' 
. Coft. Well, fir, I hope, whci I do it, I fuall do it o~ a 
full ftomach . • 

Arlll. Thou {halt be heavily punWled. 
Cr!jl. I am more bound to you, than your fellows, far 

they are but lightly rewarded. 
Arm. Take a,way this villain; fuut him !Jp. 
Moth. Come, you tranfgrefiir.g /lave; away. 
C oft. Let me not be pent up, fir; I will faft, being 

loofe . • 
Moth. No, fir; that were fall: and loofe; thou lhalt to 

prifon. 
Cojl. Well, if ever I do fee the merry days of defolation 

that I have feen, fome {hall fee-
Moth . What fnal1 fome fee? 
Cojl. Nay, nothing, mafter Moth, but what they look 

upon. It is not for prifoners to be too filent in their 
words ; and, therefore, I will fay nothing: I lhauk God, 
I have as little patience as another man; a:ld, therefore 
I canbe quiet. . [Exeunt MO ·l H UlliCOSTAI1.D . 

.Arm. 1 do affeCt 8 the very ground, whichis kLfe, where 
her {hoe, which is bafer, guided by her foot ,. which is 
bafeft. doth tread. I lball be forfworn, (which is a great 
argument offallbood,) if I love: And how (,an that be true 
l~ve, which is falfly attempted? Love is a familiar; love 
is a devil: there is no evil angel but love. Yet Samp~ 
fon was fa tempted; and he had an excellent il:rength; 
yet was Solomon fo feduced; and he had a very good wit. 
Cupid's but-Ihaft is too hard for Hercules' club. and 
therefore too much odds for a Spaniard's rapier. The 

7 Co",e, e;i' c.) T o this line in the firft quarto, and tho firl\- folio, Clo. 
by an .rror of the prefs is prefixed, inltead of Cn,. i. e. Conftab le or J/ 
Dull. Mr. Theobald made the necellary co~;caiOJl . MALONE. 

b _ 0:1[,8-] i. e.love. STl:EVJo:NS. 

, , 
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a- and fecond caufe will not ferve my turn 9; the paf

fado he refpects not, the duello he regards not; his dif
grace is to be eall'd boy; but his glory is, to fubdue men. 
Adieu, valour! ru1l:, rapier! be frill drum! for your 
rnanaget is in love; yea, he loveth. Afiift mr. fame ex
ternJ'0ral god of rhime, for, I am fure, I {hall turn 
fonneteer I. Devife wit it write pen; for I am for whole 
"olumes in folio. • [Exit • 

. 
A C"T II. SCENE 1. 

Allother part of the jamt-. .A .Pa'lJiiion and crenlJ al IC 
,,. dijlance. 

• 
Bllterlhe Princefi ofF-ranee, RO SALINE, M ARIA, CA-

THARINE, BOY ET, Lord!, and other Attendant!. 

B oy . Now, madam, fummon up your deare!l: fpirits~ 
Confider who the king your father fends; 
To whom he fends; and what's his embaffy : 
Yourfelf,.held precious in the world's efteem; 
To parly with the fole inheritor 
Of all perfeCl:ions that a man may owe, 
Matchlefs Navarre; the plea of no lefs weight: 
Than Aquitain, a dowry fur a quC!en. 
Be now as prodigal or all dear grace, 
As nature was in makin.z graces dear, 
When {he did ftarve the general world befide, 
And prodigally gave them all to you. 

Prin . Good lord Boyet, my beauty, though but mean, 
Neecs not the painted fiouri{h of your praife ; 
Beauty is bought by judgment of the eye, 
Not utter'd by bafe fale of chapmen's tongues 2. .:: 

lam 
9 'The firfl ""d j,cond caufe 'Will not j"1)e my turn;] Sec the laft aCl: 

of AIYo. like it, with the !lotes. J OHNSON . 

J _ jonnetccr.}The old copies readonly- JOn1ut. STEEVENI . 

The emendation is Si r T. H an mer's. MALONE. 

:t B,auty Is bo.gbt by tb,judgmtnt oJ tbe eye, 
Not uttcr'd hy bafefale oj chapmen's IMEtltS. ] So, in our author'S 

11~2.d Sonnet: 
) • . Y + "That 

-
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I am leIs proud to hear you tell my worth, 
Than you liluch willing to be coanted wife 
In fpending your wit in the praife of mine . 
.But now to taik the taiker,-Good Boyet, 
You are not ignorant, all-telling fame 
Doth noife abroad, Navarre hath made a vow, 
Till pafnful ftudy £hall out-wear, three years, 
No woman may approach his filent ~ourt : 
Therefore to us feemeth it a needf{II courfe, 
Befa.·e we enter his forbidden gates, 
To know his pleafure; and in that behalf, 
Bold of your worthinefs we fingle you 
As our beft-moving fair folicitor : 

.. 
Tell him, the daughter of the king of France, 
On ferious bufinefs, craving quick difpatch, 4' 

Importunes perfonal conference with his grace. 
Hafte, " 1ignif~" fo much; while we attend, 
Like humble-vifag'd fuitors, his high will. 
• B oy . Proud of empluyment, willingly I go. [Exit. 

Pr";n. AI; pride is willing pride, and yours is fo.
Who are the vqtaries, my loving lords, 
That are vow-fellows with this virtuous cuke? 

1. L o/-d . Longaville is one. 
Prin. Know you the man? 
Mar. I know him, madam ; at a marriage feall-, 

Between lord Perigort and the' beauteous heir 
Of Jaques Faulconbridge folemnized, 
In ormandy fa.w I this LongaviIle: 
A man of fovereign parts he is efieem'd 3 ; 

• 

Well 
" T hat love is merchandiz'd , whofe rich eReeming 
" The owners tongue doth I' ublilh every where." MALON E. 

Chapman here {eem s to lignify the felhr, not, as now commonly, the 
buyer. Cheap or cheaping waS anciently the market j chapman therefore 
i s markttrnan. The meaning is, th at tbe eftimation of Leauty depet:ds not on 
the uttering or proc/amalion of the Jel/er, but o~ theeyeojthe buyer. J OUNS. 

1 Amo11 of Jovcreign P"flS he;s tjlcem'dj ] Thus the folio. The lira: 
quarto, 1 59"S, has the line thus: 

A man offovcreign prerelfl' he is eReem'd. 
I believe, the author wrote " 

" A m~n of,- fovereign , pterlef., he's cfteem'd. 

A moo of ... ""di,,,, '""p(;fo."", ,~, fp"k" p"h~p, (~ \ 



LOVE'S LABOUR'S LOST. ~3? 
mell fi tted in the. arts"', glorious in arms : 
Nothing becomes him ill, that he would well. 
The only foil of his fair virtue's glofs, 
(If virtue's glofs will ftain with any foil,) . 
Is a fharp wit match'd with S too blunt a will ; 
Whore edge h:lth power to cut, whofe will ftill wills 
Iefhould none fpare that come within his power~ 

Prin. Some mer~ m cking lord, belike; is't fo ? 
Mar: They fay [0611011:, that moll: his humours know. 

\ Prill. Such fuort-liv'd wits do wither as they grltw. 
Who are the re11: r 

Galh. Tho young Dum3in, a well-accomplifu'd youth, 
Of all that virtue love for virtue lov'd : 
Moft power to do moll: harm, Ie aft knowing ill ; 
F9r he h!oth wit to make an ill fhape good, 
And fuape to win grace though he had no wit. 
I faw him at the duke 'Alenron's once; 
And much too little of that good I faw, 
13 my report, to his great worthinefs 6 • 

Roj. Another of thefe !l:udents at that time 
Was there with him, if I have heard a truth; 
Biron they call him; bllt a merrier man, 
Within the limit of becoming mirth, 
J never fpent an hour' s talk withal: 
His eye begets occafion for his wit; 
for every object that the one doth catch, 

have fa id , but fudde nly checks himfelf j ann adds- " fovereign, peedefs 
he's efteem'd." So, before: "Matchle!, N avarre." Ag~in, in the Temp eft : 

___ " but you , 0 you, 
" So perfea, and fa peede!, are £reated." 

In. the old copies no attention feems to h ave been given to abrupt 
fentenees . They are, almoA: uniformly printed eorr!tpt1y, without any 
mark of abruption . Thus, iIi" MIlCh ado aI-out notbing, we find both 
in the folio and quarto, "-but for the /luffing well, we are all mar
ta!." See p. 220 of this volume. See alfo p. 21: "Sir, mock me 
not :-your frory." MALON E. 

4 Well fitted in the art,.-] Well fitted is 'Well qualified. J OHN SON. 

'The, which is not in the old 'copies, was added for the fake of the me
tre, by the editor of the fecond folio. MALONE. 

5 -matcb'd'With -]iscombinedorjoinedwich. JOHNSO N . 

6 And much too little &c.] i . e. And my report of the good I faw, is 
(I mIlCh too li ttle, compared to his great wvrthinefs. HEA TH. 

')r ~ Th, 

" .. 
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The other turns to a mirth-modng jell ; 
Which his fair tongue (conceit's expofitor) 
Delivers in fuch apt and graciolls words, 
That aged ears play truant at his tales, 
And younger hearin~s are quite ravi!hed; 
So fweetnnd voluble IS his difcourfe. 

PritJ. God blefs my ladies ! arc th~ all in love; 
That everyone her own hath garni!hed 
With,fuch bedecking ornaments of ~raife ? 

1. Lord. Here comes Boyet. 
R C-41lter BOYET. 

P rin . Now, what admittance, lord ~ 

) 

Boy . Nanrre had notice of your fair approach; 
And he and his competitors 7 in oath c 

Were all addref~'d S to meet you, gentle lady, 
:Before I came. Marry .• thus much I have It:arnt, 
He rather means to lodge you in the field, 
(Like one that comes hen: to beliege his court,) 
Than feek a difpenfation for his oath, 
To let you ,enter his unpeopled houfe. 
Here comes Navarre. [r'he ladies maft. 
Enler King, LONGAVILLIl, DUMAIN, BIRON, and 

Attendants. 
King. Fair princefs, welcome to the courl of Navarre. 
P rill. Fair, I give you back again; and, welcome 

I have not yet: the roof of this court is too high to 
be yours ; and welcome to the wide fields too bafe to 
be mine. 

King. You !hall be welcome, madam, to my court. 
Prin. I will be welcome then; conduct me thither. 
Ki'/g. Hear me, dear lady; I have fworn an oath. 
Prin. Our Lady help my lord! he'll be forfworn. 
King. Not for the world, fair madam, by my will. 
Prin. Why, will !hall break it; will, and nothingelfe. 

7 _ his competitors-[ That is, his confederates. See Vol. I. Po 
140, n. 7 . M ALON E . 

a We" all addrefs'd-] To addrtfs is to prepart. So, in Hamkf: 

t 

" _ it lifted up its head, and <lidadd,'fs 
fI ltfclf to motion" Sn:tv£N$, 

1" . \ 
~rt . 

) 
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~~ king. Your ladyfuip i§ ignorant what it is. 

Prin. Were my lord fo, his ignorance were wife, 
Where now his knowledge muft prove ignorance. 
I hear, your grace hath fworn-out ho e-keeping: 
'Tis deadly fin to keep that oath, my lord~ 
AJ(\ci un to break it 9 : 

I But pardon me, I am toO fudden bold; 
To teach a .eacher ill befeemeth me. 

~
uchfafe to read the purpofe of my coming, ~ 
d fuddenly ·refolve me in my fnit. [giver a papel. 
ing. Ma~m, I will, iffuddenly I may. 

Prin. You will the fooner, that I were away; 
For you'll prove perjur'd, if you make me ftay. 

Bir. D#i not I dance with you in Brabant once I, 
Rqf. Did not I dance with you in Brabant once ? 
Bir. I know, you did. 
Rqf. How needlefs was it then 

To afk the quefl:ion ! 
Bir. You,muft not be fo quick. 
Rqf. 'Tis long of you that fpur me with fuch queftions.' 
Bir. Your wit's too hot, it fpeeds too faft, 'twill tire. 
Rqf. Not till it leave the rider in the mire. 
Bir. What time o'day r 
Rqf. The hour that fools fuould afk. 
B ir. Now fair befall your mafk! 
Rqf. Fair fall the face it covers! 
Bir. And fend you many lovers! 
Rqf. Amen, fo you be none. 
Bir. Nay, then will I be gone. 
King. Madam, your father here doth intimate 

The payment of a hundred thonfand crowns; 
Being but the one half of an entire fum. 
Difburfed by my father in his wars. 

9 And fin to br<ak it :] Sir T. Banmer reads-I< Not fin to break it :" 
-1 believe erroneoufly. The princefs /hews an inconvenience very fre
~uently attending ra/h oath~, which, whether kept or broken, produce 
{:uilt. JOHNSON. 

I Rof. Did not I danco 'With you in Brabant o",,?] Thus the folio. 
III the lid! quarto, this dialogue palTes between Catbllrine and Biron. It 

/l is ~ .matter of little confequence. MALONE, 

~ B~ 
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-:But fav, that he, or we, (as neither have,) 
Recei~'d that fum; yet there remains unpaid 
A hundred thoufand more; in furety ofthewhillh ' 
One part of Aquita,¥1 is bound to us, 
Although not valuea to the money's worth. 
If then the king your father will reftore 
:But thal'one half which is unfatisfy 'd, 
We will give up our right in l: quitafn, 
And hold fair friendfuip with his majefty. 
But dlat, it feems, he little purpofeth, 
For here he doth demand to have repaid 
An hundred thoufand crowns; and not detnQnds" 

• On payment of a hundred thouulnd crowns z, 
To have his title live in Aquitain ; 
Whi\~ we much rather had depart withal 3 ~ 
And lialTe the money by our father lent. 
Than Aquitain fo gelded as it is. 
D ear princefs, were not his requeft~ fo far 

il • 

F rom reafon' s yielding, your fair felf fuould make 
A yielding, 'gainft fome r"eafon, in my breaft, 
And go well fatisfied to France again. 

P ri1J , You do the king my father too mach wrong~ 
And wrong the reputation of your name, 
In fo unfeeming to confefs receipt 
Of that which hath fo faithfully been paid. 

King. I do proteft, I never heard of it ; 
And, if you prove it, I'll repay it back, 
Or yield up Aquitain. 

Prin. We arreft your word;
Boyet, you can produce acquittances , 
For fuch a fum, from fpecial officers . 
Of Charles his father. 

Kitlg. Satisfy me fo . 

, 

( 
/' 

f. On paymcnt-] This is Mr. Thcobald'~ correCtion. The old CO~ 
pies have- One payment. The two words are frequently confounded 
in the booh of"ur author's age . See a note on King John, Act. III. 
{c. iii. MALO NE . 

3 _ depart ~"ilhnl] To depart alld to part were anciently fynony- ;., 
mous. So, in K . John: 

~, Hath willingly deparud with a part," STl;ZViNS, 

·R .. " \ .... ,. "J , • 
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". tlDoJ' So pleafeyour grace, the packet is not come, 
Where that and other fpecialties are bound; 
To-morrow you fhall have a fight of them . 

. King. It fhall fuffice me: at which interview, 
All liberal reafon I will yield unto. 
Mean time, receive fuch welcome at my hand, 

Make tender of to thr tr~ worthinefs : 
You may not come, fajr princefs, in my gates; ~
Sehonour, without breach of honour, may, • 

t here without you fhall be fo receiv'd, . • 
ou fhall deem your{elflodg'd in my heart, 

T ugh fo der;r'd fair harbourin my houfe. 
Your own good thoughts excu{e me, and farewel: 
To-morrow fhall we vilit you again . 

Prin. S'weet health and fair defires confort your grace! 
King. Thy own wifh wifh I thee in every place! 

[Exeunt King and his errain. 
B ir. Lady, I will commend you to my own heart. 
R q(. Pray you, do my commendations; I would be 

glad to lee it. 
B ir. I wou.ld, you heard it groan. 
Raj. Is the fool lick 4 ( 

B ir . Sick at the heart. 
Raj. Alack, let it blood. 
B ir. Would that do it good? 
Ruj. JVly phyfickfays, p. 
Bir. Will you prick't with your eye? 
Raj. No, point , with my knife . 
B ir. Now, God fave thy life! 
Raj. And yours from long living! 
B ir. I cannot fray thankfgiving. [retirins;. 
Dum. Sir, Iprayyou, award; Whatladyisthatfame6? 

Boy. 
4 I , tbe foolfick? ] She means perhaps hi s beart. So, j", Mucb ad. 

_bout notbing: (ante, p. 220 . ) "D. Pedro. In faith, lady, you have a 
merry htart. Btat . Yes, my lord; I thank it, poor fool, it keeps on 
thewindyfideofcare ." MALONE. 

S My pbyfick fay' , 1.1 She means to fay, ay. The old fpelling of 
the affirmative particle has been retained here for the fake of the rhime. 

MALONE. 

It is odd that 5h.kepe.r. filOUlci m ake 
, D lIIl1ain 

" Wbat lady is tbat fame?] 
.I~ 
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Boy. The heir of Alen¥on, Rofaline her name. " 
Dum. A gallant lady! Moniieur, fare you well. 

[Exit DUMAIK. 

Long. I befeech y.ou, a word; What is /he in the white"? 
Boy. A woman fometimes, an you faw her in the light. 
Long. Perchance, light in the light: I defire her name. 
Boy. £he hath but one for herfe1f; to deftre that, Wjre 

a /hame. C" 
Long. Pray you, fir, whofe daughter? 
BOJI. Her mother's I have heard. 
Long. God's bleffingon your beard 7! 
Boy. Good fir, be not offended: • 

She is an heir of Faulconbridge. 
< Long. Nay, my choler is ended. 

She is a moil: fweet lady. 
Bo" Not unlike, fir; that may be. 
Bir. What's ller name in the cap 1 
Boy . Catharine, by good hap. 
B ir. Is /he wedded, or no? 
Boy. To her will, fir, or fo. 
lJir. You are welcome, fir; adieu! 

[Exit LONG. 

Boy . Farewell to me, fir, and welcome to you. 
[Exit B I RON. Ladies unmajk. 

Mar. That lail: is Biron, the merry mad-cap lord; 
Not a word with him but a jeil:. 

B oy. And every jeil: but a word. 
Pritt. It was well done of you, to take him at his word. 
B oy . I was as willing to grapple, as he was to board. 

D umain enquire after R aJalint, who was the miftreCs of Biron, and neg
lea Calbari"<, who was his own. B iroll behaves in the Came manner. 
No advantage would be gained by an exchange of names, becaufe the 
laft (poech is determined to Biron by Maria, who gives a charaaer of 
him after he has m ade his exit. Perhaps all the ladies Wore malks but 
theprince(s. ST£EV£NS . 

They certainly did. See p. 331, where Biron fays to RO(l line-
" Now rair befall yourma.ft !" MALONE. . 

7 God's hl<fling on your beard I] Tha~ is, may'ft thou have fenfe and 
(eriou(nefs more proportionate to thy beard, the lenl:th of which fuit. 
ill with filch idle catches of wit. J OHNSON . " 

I doubt whether (0 much meaning wa, ip:-.:r.ded to be conveyed by 
thefe words, MALONE. 

5 
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,Mar. Two hot fheeps, marry! 
Boy. And wherefore pot fhips ? 

No Iheep, fweetlalllb, unlefs we fee'd on your lips 8 • 

.. Mar. Youfheep, andlpafture; Shall that finilhthejefH 
Boy. So you grant pafture for me. [offering to kift h,r. 
Mar. Not fo, gentle beaft ; 

My lips are no common, though feveral they be ' • 
Boy. Belonging t1l w m? 
Mar. To my fortlli.es and me. 
Prin. Good wits wIll be jangling: but, gentles, agree: 
e civil war of wits were much better ufed 
Navarre ~nd his, book-men; for here 'tis abufed. 
~. lfmy obfervation, (whic.h very feldom lies,) 

By the heart's frill rhetorick, difclofcd with eyes • • 
Dec~e QJle not now, Navarre is infeCted. 

Prin. With what? 
Boy. With that which we lovers imide, affeCted. 
Prill. Your reafon l 
Boy. Why, all his behaviours did make their retire. 

To the court of his eye, peeping thorough defire : 
His heart, like an agate, with yOUI' print impre1fed. 
Proud with his form, in his eye pride expreffed : 

B _ unlefs 'We feed on your lips.] Our author has the fame expreffion 
in his Venus and Ad.nis : 

" Fetd where thou wilt, on mountain or on dale; 
" Graze on my lips." MA l. ONE. 

9 My lips art no commun, tbougb feveral th.y h •• ] A play on th~ 
word fevlral, which, befid~s its ordinary flgnification of feparate, diflinll. 
likewife lignifies in unindofed lands, a certain portion uf grtlund ap
propriated to either corn or mea<fow, adjoining the common field. III 
Minlheu's DiCl:ionary, 1617, is the following article: "To S EVEJIL 

from others. Hinc nOS pafcua et campos feorfim ab aliis feperatos Se
'Verels dicimus." In the margin he fpells the word as Shakfpeare does
Jevera/s.-Our author is feldom careful that his comparifons Ihould. 
an[wer on Loth lides. If (..,eral be underftood in its ruftick [cnfe, the 
adverlative particle Ihnds but awkwa rdly. To fay, that thougb land j$ 
ftveral, it is not a common, feems as unjuftifiable as to allCrt, that 
tbough a houfe is a cottage, it is not a palace. MAl, ONE. 

• By tbt htart' , ftill rhetorick, di/d oJed 'With eyes,] So in Daniel'. 
C~ "'fla.int ~f R oJamond, 1594: , ' 

" Sweetjiltnt rbetorick of perru.ding 'Y" ; 'I D"mb ,Ioljutnrt_" Mil1.0N':_ 

His 
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His tongue, all impatient to fpeak and not fee I, 
Did ftumble with hafte in his eye-fight to be ;. 
All fenfes to that fenfe did make their repair, 
To feel only looking" on faireft of fair: 
Methought, all his fenfes were lock'd in his eye, 
As jewels in cryftal for fame prince to buy; 
Who, te~d'ring their own worth, from where they weJe 

glafs'd, • 
Did point you to buy them, along ai you pafs'd. 
His f •. ce's own margent did quote 3 fuch amazes, 
That all eyes faw his eyes enchanted with gazes: 
I'll give you Aquitain, and all that is his, 
An you give him for my fake but one loving fcifs. 

«- Prin. Come, to our pavilion: Boyet is difpos'd
B o.y. But to fpeak that in words, which his eye -'lath 

difc1os'd: I 
1 only have made a mouth of his eye, 
:Sy adding a tongue which I know will not lie. 

RoJ. Thou art an old love-monger, and fpeak'ft fkil . 
fully. 

Ma,.. He is Cupid's grandfather, and learns new~ of 
him . 

. RoJ. Then was Venus like her mother; for her father 
is but grim. 

Boy. Do you hear, my mad wenches? 
Mil,.. No. 
B oy . What then, do you fee? 
RoJ. Ay, our way to be gone. 
B oy. You are too hard for me:. (Exeunt. 

I His tongue, all impatient to Jpeak and not Jee.] That is, Lis tangue 
being impatiently deJirous Ie Jec as 'Well asJpeak. j OH:-ISON. 

:t '1'0 feel only lookittg-] Perhaps we may better read: 
'1'0 reed only by looking. JOHNSO N . 

3 HisiaCt's own mar~ent did quote &c.1 In Our author's time, notes, 
quotations, &c. were u{ually printed in the exterior margin of hooks. 
So, in R omroand Juliet: 

" And what obfcur'd in this fair volume lies, 
" Find written in the margin of his eyes." 

A;ain in Hamltt: " I knew you muft be edifien by the margent," , 
MAL0 1"E. 

A ;F ,. 

' / ' 

( 
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• A C .T III. . seE N E I. 
Another part of the Jamt. · 

Enter ARM ADO and MOTH. 

Arm. Warble, child; make paJIionate my [epee of 
ear+ng. . 
Moth. Conlolinel-" [Jinging. 

,'m, Sweet air !-GA>, tendernefs of years; take this 
give enlargement to the fwain, bring him feftina~l, 
'; I mull: employ him in a letter to my love. 
h. Mall:e~ will you win your love with a French 

braw -1 
...11"11". How rnean'll: thou? brawling in French? 
Moth~C} my complete maIler: but to jig off a tun¥t 

tl-,e tongue's eJ;la, :canary to it with your feet 4, hunfour 
I"ith' turning up your eye-lids; iig.h a note, and flng a 

no ; fometime through the throat, a'S if you fwallow'd 
loy with finging love; fometime 'thr-tlugh the nofe, as 
if y ;- ff'd up love by (meHing love; with your hat 
pe.ntH ufe-like, ?'er the iliop of your 'eyes; with your 
arms .crcifM'd on your thin belly-doublet, like a rabbit on a 
fpit~ .or your hands .in your pocket, like a man after 
the old painting); a\1Q uep nat too long in ane tune, 

, , but 
• Co,u:ofilf!'l_] FJere-is .aplU(elltly a (ong"Joft . JOHNSON. 
I have obf.rved in the old comedies, tbat the longs are frequently 

~mitted . On this occafion the ftage-direaion is generally-Here tbey 
jing,- or, Canral1t. FrobaMy the performer was 1eft to ::hu,fe his own 
ditty, and therefore it could not with propriety he exhibited as part vf 
a new performance. 'Sometimes yet more was left to the di(eretion of 
the ancient .comedians, as I learn from the following circumftanee in 
K. Edwar.li IV. 2-d p. 1'619 :.,." jOC"key is led ",hIpping over the ftage, 
fpeaking fome words, but of no importance." Again in Decker's Honefl 
Whore, ) 63 5' .... He place~ .all tnings in order,jingil1g wit~ the end. 0'£ 
.old ballads as he does it." STEEV·ENS. 

t _ fefl:i nately hilb.r;] i. e. haftily. S\lakfpeare u(es the adje8ive 
jejlinale, in another of his plays; STE£VENS. 

1 - a Fr, n<b bra.,,1 f ] A brawl is a kind 'of danct. STEEVENS • 
. 4 - canary to it .. "ilh your fttt,] Canary was the name of a fpritely 

nImble, dance. THEOBALD. 
S - like a man afltr tbe old painting;] It was a common trick 

<1mong fome of the moll: indolent of the ancient malters, to place the 
... _.-.... ~~ .. Z banel. 
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but a {nip and away: Thefe are complements 6, theft are 
humours; thefe betray nice wenche.-that would b~ e. 
tray'd without thefe; and make them men of note, (do 
you note, men ?) that moll are affeCted to thefe 7. ". 

Arm .. How hall thou purchafed this experience? 
Moth. By my penny of obfervation 8. 

Arm. But O,-but 0,-
Moth. -the hobby-horfe is forg:pt 9 • 

Arm. Call'ft thou my love, babby.horfe? 
Moth. No, maller, the hobby..tttorfe is but a colt I, 

yoJr love, perhaps, a hackney. But have you fo 
your love? 

hands in the hofom or the pockets, or conceal them in fome of er part 
(£ the drapery, to avoid the labour of reprefenting them, or t) difguif, 
tl ir own wantoflkill to employ them with grace and pr~rie?l!' STEEV, 

- complements,1 i. e. accumpli{hments. See p. 314, n, 9. MALO NI. 
7 _ and make them men of note, (do you r.ote, men?) tbat aye mofl n 

f eEied to th1e.) i·. e. and make thofe men who are mofi affected to 
accomplifhment.;, mel) of note ....... Mr. Theobald, without any nec Ity, 
reads-and make the men of note, &c. which was, I think, too' ,/lily 
adopted in the fubfequent editions. One of tbe modern edi!;P.t,: ilead 
vf-" do you note, men ?" with great probability reads--<'ro y. u not' 
me? MALONE • 

. 8 By my pe~ny of Dhjer'lJation.] The old copy reads-pen. Th, 
emendation is Sir T. Hanmer's. MALON J:. 

It is certainly right. The allulion i~ to th~ famous old piece, called 
A P~nni'WoTtb of Wit. FARMER. 

9 Arm, But O,-but 0,-
Moth. -th .. hobby-horfe is f.rg.t, ) In the celebration of May

elay, belides the fports noV( ufed of hanging a pole w;th garlands, and 
dancing round it, formerly a boy was drefled up reprefenting Maid Ma. 
:rian; ano,her like a fryar; and another rode on a h~bby.horfe, with 
bells jingling, and painted fireamers. After the reform"tion took place, 
and precifians multiplied, thef. latter rite~ were looked upon to favour 
of pag.nifm; and then maid Marian, the friar, and the poor bobby· 
borfe, were turned out of the games. Some who were not fo wifely 
precife, but regretted the difufe of the hobby-horfe, no doubt, fatiri .ed 
this {ufpicion of idolatry, and archly wrote the epitaph above alluded 
to. Now Moth, hearing Armado groan ridicploufly, and cry out, JJ.r 
eh! but Dh !-humourflufly pieces ournis exclamation with ~he fe~uel 
~this epitaph. THEOBALD . 

The "me line is repeated in Haml~l. See the note on ACl: III. fc, j~ 
ST EEVE" S, 

J _ but" colt,] Colt is a 'hot, mad-brained, unbroken young fel· 
low; 01 fomerimes an old fellOW with youtbfu! deli res. ]OHN SO'<. 

. -I-t!!!, 
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• 81. Almoll: I had. 
Moth. Negligent ftudent·! learn her by heart. 

~
• By lieart, and in heart, boy. ' 
• And out of .heart, mafter.; aU thofe three I will 

prove. 
Arm. What wilt thou pr.ove? , M"". A man, ifl live; and this, by, in, and with. 

o t, upon the inftant :"By heart you love her, becau[c 
y r heart cannot come~by her: in heart you love her. 
be aufe your heart is in love with her; and out- of 
hea ' you love her, being out of heart t!lat you cannot 
enjo er. " 

Ar . I am all thefe three. 
Mot ,An_d three times as much more, and.yet not~iIJ! 

at all. . . r 
Arm. Fetch hither the fwain; he mull: carry me a letter. 
Moth. A meffage well fympathifed; a horfe to be em
-, dor for an afs ! 

m. Ha, ha; what fayell: thou 1 . 
h Marry, fir, rou mull fend the afs upon the horfe_ 

for h is very flow-gaIted: But I go. . 
Arm. The way is but lhol't; away. 
Moth . As fwift as lead, fir. 
4rm. Thy meaning, pretty ingenious? 

Is notlead a metal, heavy, dull, and .flow ? 
Moth. Mini1?Jf, honell mailer .. or rather.. mafter. no. 
Arm. "1 fay, lead is {[ow. 
Moth. You are too fwift, fir, to fay fo ~: 

Is that lead flow which is fi rld from a gun? 
Arm. Sweet fmoke Qf rhetorick-~ 

~ rou are too.fwift,jir, to fay f o:] The meaning, I believe, is, roc 
,i, not give y ourfeif time to tbink , if y ou fay fo. Swift, however. 
means ready at replies. STEEVENS. . . 

S'W~'1 is here ufed, as in other plJces, (ynonymouDy with witly. • 
FARMEK. 

So. in As you like it: " H;e is .very fwift and fenteJ1tiaus." Again ill 
Mucb ado a60ut nothing: , 

" H aving fa f'lJ)i ft and excellent a -,yi t." . 
On reading the letter which contained an intimation oftbe Gun_ 

pOwder-plot in 160.S , King James faid , that" the fiyle was more 
~"ic aml pithie oUlan was .\lfual in paf'luils and libels." MAl.ON;£. 

~ Z~ lli 
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He reputes me a cannon; and the bullet, that' s he :-£ 
I fhoot thee at the [wain. . 

Moth. Thump then, and I flee. . ~ .• 
.Arm. A moft acute juvenal; voluble and free of eel 

By thy favour, [weet welkin 3, I muft fign in thy n e; 
Moft ruele melallcholy, valour gives thee place. 
My herald is return'd. 0 

Re-enter MOTH aftld COSTARO. 

1t{oth •• A wonder, mafter; here~s a Coftard 4 broken 
a iliin . 

.Arm. Some enigma, fome riddle: come.-thy /' e 
b . • - egm. 

Coft. No egma, no rid~le, no !',envoy 5; ~o fal:~, tn the 
.~il, fir 6; 0 fir, plantam, a plam plantaIn'; n~ envoy, 
no "ioLenvrry, no falve, fir, but a plal}tain ! 

.Arm. By virtue, thou enforce l1: laughter; thY7j.i1l 
thought, my {pleen; the heaving of my lungs prevo $ 

me to ridiculous fmiling: 0, pardon me, my ftars! . ~ 
the inconfiderate take falve for "envoy, and thJt ,. d, 
I'envoy, for a falve? . ' 

3 By tby favour, fweet welkin,] Welkin is the /ky, to which Ar. 
roado, with the falfQ cpgnity of a Spaniard, makes an apology for fighin~ 
in its face. JO HNS ON. 

, ... - bere's a Coftard broken-] i. e. a hearl. STU:VENS. 
S - no l'enyoy ; J 'The I'ln'fJOY is a term borrowed from the old Frent~ 

poetry. It appeaJed always at the head of a few condudi'lg verfes te 
each piece, which either ferved to convey the moral, or to addrefs the 
poem to fome particular perfon. It was frequently adopted by the 
ancient Englilh writers. STEEVE!>! • • 

6 _ no fa/v. in t h. mail,}ir : J N. falv. in tbemail maymeall.no 
(alve in the mountebank's bqdget. JOHNSON. 

Male, which is the reading of the old copies, is only the old (pelling 
of mail. So, in T aylorthe Water.Poet's WorksdCharaaer of a Bawd) 
J630 :-" the cloathe .bag of counfel, tbe cap-cafe, fal:dle, pack, mal" 
offriendly toleration." The quarto 1598, and the firll: folio, ha" 
_tbee male. CorreCted by the editor of the fecond folio. M",LONE. 

I can fcarcely think that $hakfpeaT~ had fo far forgotten his little 
(chool-Iearning, as to fuppofe thit the ~'iltin verb falve, and the Engliih 
{ubftantive, falve, had the (arne pronunciation; and yet, witho'lt this, .. 
the quibble cannot bepreferved. FA'!'MEP. 

The (arne quibble occurs in ArijJitPUS, cr the JoviaIPhiloJop~,r! 1630: 
" Salve, Mafter Simpliclus, ' ' 
" Salv. me; 'ti, but a jurg/on's ,onlpliment." S:r.!.~ s. 

--'Mol. 

1 
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iInh. Do the wife think them other? is not J'fIIVOY 

afalve ? •. 

*
m. No, page: it is an epilogue or difcourfe, to make 

plain 
Som bfcure precedence that hath tofore been fain. 
1 will ample it 7 : 

• The fox, the ape, and the humble 'hee, , 
Were ftill at oltds,lbeing hut three. 

'here's the moral: NoW the l'en'Voy. 
Moth. I will add the l'envoy: Say the moral again.~ 

rm. The fox, the ape, and the humble. bee, I 
Were fijll at odds, being but three: 

h. Until the goofe came out of door, 
And ftay'd the odds by addillg four. , f' 

Now I gegin your moral, and do you follow with '1' 
fenvoy . 

The fox, the ape, and the humble bee. 

~ 
Wereftill at odds, being but three: 

m. Until the goofe qme out of door, 
0, • Staying the odds by adding four. , 
h. A good 1'e1l'V0Y, ending in the goofe; Would 

you de fire more? 0 

Cojl. The boy hath fold him a bargain, a goofe, that'a 
flat :-

Sir, your penny-worth is good, an your goofe be fat.
To fell a bargai'n well, is as cunning as faft and loofe : 
Let me fee a fat l' etl'Voy; ay. that's a fat goofe. 

Arm. Come hither. come hither; how did this argu-
ment begin? • 

Moth. By faying, that a Cojlard was broken in a {hin. 
Then call'd you for the l'cnvoy. 

Cojl. True, and I for a plantain; Thus came your 
argument in : • 

Then the boy's fat l'e1lvoy, the goofe that you bought; 
And he ·ended the market 8. 

, I 'Will example it:] This and the following eight lines are omitted 
.. in the folio. MALONE. ' 

8 And be ended tbe market.] Alluding to the proverb-Tbree 'Wo
ffiU and II goofe mll"e II ",arAet. TN donn, et lin O((a lap un mlrcato. 
lt~l. Ray" ProYefbh STSSVSNS. 

'" Z 3 .drm. 
, / 
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Arm. But tell me. how was there a Coftard brok&' ill 

a thin 9? . 
Moth. I will tell you fenfibly. 
Cofl. Thou haft no feeling of it, Moth; I W1rll, eak 

that /' envoy :-
I, Coftard, running out, that was fafely within. 
Fell of'er the t)\.rethold, and broke my thin. • 

Arm. We will talk no morf ofll~is matter. 
CoJ!. Till there be more matter in the thin • 
..Irm. Sirrah Coftard, I will ~nfranchife thee. 
CoJ!. 0, marry me to one Frances ;-1 fmell 

, l'en'Uoy, fame goo[e, in this. e 
Arm. By my [weet foul, J mean, fetting thee at Vi ber. 

l - , enfreedoming thy perf on ; thou wert imm7l:r , teo 
ained, captivated, bound. ~ ' 

oft. True, true; and now you will be my urgation, 
and let me loofe. . 

Arm. I give thee thy liberty. fet thee from dUia e; 
and, in lieu thereof, impofe on thee nothing but is: 
Bear this lignificantto the cou~try maid J aquene~ .. · ere 
is remuneration; [gi'Uing him monry.] for the tJe ard 
of mine honour, is, rewarding my dependants. Motb, 
~~. [~ 

Moth. Like the fequeI, l' .-Signior Coftard, adieu. 
Coft. My fweet ounce of man's flelh·! my incony 

}ew"!- [Exit MOT .i . 

Now will I look to his remulleration. Remuneration : 
0, 

9 - bow 'Waf tb"e a Coflard br.nken in afbin f] It 'las been already 
obfcrvcd that the bead w .. anciently called the Cojiard. STU:VE N'. 

I Like tbe fequel, I. J I follow you as c10fe as the. fequel doe. the 
premifes. HEATH. 

Moth alludes to the feqnel of any flory which follows a precedin~ 
part, and was in the old flory.books introduced in t\is manner :
" Here followeth the fequel offuch a flory 'or adventure. ' So Hamlet 
fays,-" BlIt is there no jf.<Jud at ~e heels uf thi. mother's admo· 
nition? MASON. 

~ - my incony, Jew! ] IncoflY or AOflY. iIi. the north fignifies, fne, ddi. 
cate j-as a k0"Y tbing, a line thing. WARBURTON. • 

J«u, in our auihor's time, was, for wh~teyer feafon, appatentlya 
word of endearment. So, in the Midju/lfmer.Nigbt's Drtam: 

" Moji brifty juvena/, and de 11I0ft lo",ely J~." JOHN S Or. • . 
J~ the old comedy called B!im Mafle, COllftable. 1607.t.I SEt Wltl! 

" . Y' 
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d,·th~t's the Lat~n word for three farthings: three far
things-remuneratIon. . Wbat's the price of this in/de? a 

~
!Y :-No, I'll gi'Ve JOlt a remuneration: why, it car

rie t.-Remuneration !-why, ' it is a fairer name than 
Fre h crown.! will never buy and fell out of thi' 
wor . • 

• '.. Enter BIRON. • 

Bir. 0, my good knav~ Cofrard! exceedingly well met. 
CoJ!. Pray you, Ut, how much carnation ribbon may 

a man buy for a remuneration r • • 

\t
8ir. What is a remuneration? r 
'oj!. Marry, fir, half-penny farthing. 

'1'. 0, why then, three-farthings-worth offilk. f 
. I thank your worfui p: God be wi' you! 

Bir.- O~ fray, flave ; I mutt employ thee: 
As thou wil.t win my favour, good my knave, , 
Do one thing for me that I Ihall entreat. 

~
oJ!' When would you ha ve it done, fir? 
~. 0, this afterno~. 
""'OJ!. 'Well, I \Vill do it, fir: Fare you well. ' 

ir. 0, thou knowefr not what it is. 
CojI. ! fuall know, fir, when I have done it. 
Bir. Why, villain, thou mufrknow firft. 
CojI. I will come to your worfuip to-morrow morning. 
Bir. It mull: be done this afternoon. Hark, £lave, it i, 

but this ;-
'J'he princers comes to hunt here in the park. 
And in her tra,in there is a gentle lady; 
When tongues [peak fweetly, then they name her 

name, 
And Rofaline they call her: ark for her; 
And to her white hand fee thou do commend 
This ft:al'd-up counfel. There's thy guerdon; go. 

[gi'Ves him mont.]. 
CojI. Guerdon,-O fweet guerdon! better than re. 

this word. A maid is (peaking to her miftrefs about a gown :_CC it 
makes you have a moil inconie body." Again, in Marlowe'S J= of 
Malta, 1633: 

" Wh.ilelin tb)' jim"] lap do tumble.' ~TUn:NS. 
-, . • Z f ' muneration ; 
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muneration ; eleven. pence farthing better 3: Moil . (wee\ 
guerdon !-I wi.l1 do it, fir, in .print 4 .-Guerdon-re
muneration. [rEXif 

Bir. 0 !-And I, forfooth, in love! I, that have' .n 
love's whip; 
A'very beadle to a humourous figh ; " 
A critic~; nay, ?- night.watch conilable; f, f) 

A domineering pedant o'er the Eoy, " 
Than whom no mortal fo magnifiC'cn\ ! 

. This ..,-impled~, whirring, purblind, wayward boy; " . 
• , - 1 Coft. Guerdon,-O J'Wett guerdon! better tban, remuneratif ~ 

eleven-pence farthing better, lice.] Guerdoa . i. e. reward. 
• The following parallel pa/fage in A H'21tb to the GentlcmaP.ly ..-0-

f e 10 of S,rving-men, or tbe Ser"'i~g,-man'. Comfort, lice. I 59l!. wa$ 
point out to me by Dr. farmer, • 

" ere was, fayth he, a manT (bur of wl\at eftate, degree, or call-
ing, I will not !lame, lea~ thereby 1 might incurr. difpleafure of anie) 
that comming to his frienee. houfe, who was a gentleman of goo 
reckoning, and being there lcindly entertained, and. well ufed, as we , 
of his friende the gentleman as of his fe,c,antes; one of the fayde ~ . 
vantes doing him [orne extraordinarie pleafure during his abodec:::~ 7, 

llt hi: departure he comes UI\~O the fayd fervan~) and faith unto '''' 
H olde thee, here is a remuneration 'for thy paynes, which the fervante 
receiving, gave him. utterly for it (belides his paynes) thankes, for it Wa5 

but a tbrte·fartt.ings peece: and I holde thankes for the fame a fmalL 
price, howioever the-market goes. Now an other comming to the fay d 
gentleman's h oufe, it was the forefayd fervant' s toad hap to be nr"," 
him at hi! go ing away, who colling the fcrvant unro him, fay'd, H olde. 
thee, here is a guerdon for thy deferts: now the fervant payd no dearer 
for theluerdon. than he did for the remuneration; though the guerdon 
was xi ,fart bing better; for it was a /hilling, and tbe otlrer but a three. 
fartbi~g ... " • 

Whether ShakJpeare or the author of thi s pamphlet was the bor_ 
rower, cannot be known. till the time when Love', Labour', L oft Was 
written, and the date of the earl iefteditionof the Ser'lling-man'. Comf ort, 
&0. /Jla/J be afcertained by circumftances which are at prefent beyond 
our reach. ST£EVENS. . 

4 - inprint.] i.e.exaClly,with theutmoftnicety. STE £ VE"'S. 
See Vol. I. p. J2. 7. 'the expreffion, as Mr. Steevens and Mr. Tyr. 

whitt have thewn, ofteR occ urs- in oul"old Englith nmedies. MA L Ol\ E. 

S <[ bis wimpled-] The 'Wirnpit was a hood or veil which fell over 
the face. Had Shakepeare bren acquainted with thejlammeum of the 
Romans, or the gem wbich reprerent. the martlage of Cupid ancl 
Pfyche, his choice of the epithet would have been much applauded by 
all the advocates ill favour of his learning. S.EJ:VUII. 

-Thi-& .... 
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Thh ft nior Junio's giant-dwarf, Dan Cupid 6; 
Regent of love-rhimes, k>rd of folded arms, 
'l'he ointed fovereign of fighs and groans, 
Li e of all loiterers and malecontents, r.. 

6 'lL: 's fignior Junio's giant-dwarf, Dan CllpiJ j) Mr. Theoba~ 
fayv f1iA:'r~me one propofed to him to read-

'I),is fenior junior,.gian~dwarf, Dan Cupid 'j 
That is, "this old young man. So, afterward!1: 

" That was the waJl to make his godhead wax, 
" For he hath been five thoufand years a boy. " • 

If the old copies had exhibited Junior, I /hould have had no daub 
that the fecond word in the line was only the old fpelling of fen!o 
as i a former pa!l"age, (p. 320,) and in one in the Comedy of Error 
quo below by Mr. Toilet; but a. the text appears both in tile qua 
1598, nd the folio, Cupid is not himfelf called fignior, or ftnior J ~ 10, 
bat a gl, ¥..a"W'rf to [tbat is, attending upon ] fignior Junio, and the are 
we muft ei\deavour to explain the word. as they ftand. In both thefe' 
copies 'Junio'J is printed in Italicks as a proper name. For the reafons 
:oIready mentioned, I {uppofe fignJor here to have been the Italian title 
o~' honour, and Cupid to be defcribed as uniting in hi. perfon the cha_ 
rall~Ers of both a giant, and a d. arfj a giant on account of his power 
DV '"\;';"&ind, and a dwarf on account of his lize; [So afterwuds: 
" UKhlS (Cupid's) almighty, dreadful, little might."] and as attending 
in th'll double capacity on youth, (perfonilied under the name of Signio~ 
T unio,) the age in which the paffioD oflove ha~ mC)ft dominion over the 
heart. In charaaerizing youth by the name of Junia, our author may 
be countenanced by Ovid, who afcribes to the month of June ;l. fimilar 
etymology: 

Junius a juvenum "omine diEluf adeJI. 
Dr. Warburton was likewife of opinion that by Junio is meant 

youth in general. Mr. Upton would read-This lignior :Julio'J gi
ant-dwarf ;-fllppofing that our author meant Julio Roman" and 
that that painter had drawn Cupid in tbe charaaer of a gi.nt-olwarf. 
But " who (a. Mr. Toilet juftly ohferves) will afcertain that 
Julio Romano ever orew Cupid as a giant-dwarf?" MALONE. 

I n the exaggeration of poetry we might call Cupid a giant-dwarf; 
but how a giant·dwarf /hould be reprefented in painting, I cannot well 
conc.eive. MASON. 

Shakfpeare, in K. Richard III. Aa IV. {c. iv. ufes fignory for feni
fri ly; and Stowe's Chronicle, p. 149, edit. 1614, fpeaks of Edward the 

,jignior, i. e. the elder. I can therefore Cuppore thatfignor here means 
fenior, and not the Italian titleofhonottr. Thus in thelirftfolio, at the 

... end of the Comedy of E rron : 
" S. Dro. Not I, fir, you are my elder. 
e< E, Dro. That's ~ '1ueftion: how /hall we try it ? 
" S. Dro. We'll crawcllts forthejiznior. TOLJ,ET. 

Dread 

I 
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Dread prince of plackets, king of codpieces, 
Sole imperator, and great general 
Of trotting paritors 7,_0 my little heart!
And I to be a corporal of his field s, 
And wear his colours like a tumbler's hoop I)! 
What? J! I love '! I fue! I feek a wife! 
A woman that is like a German clock, 
Still a repairing" j ever out of ·&am~; 

• 

.f 
I .' 

An 
r. ,oJ trotting paritors,l An app'ari!or, or paril?r, .is an officer of the 

" . ' Hhop's court, who carnes out C.ltatlOns: as cItations are moft fre_ 
'ently iifued for fornication, th~ paritor is put und<¥; Cupid's go .m
ent. JOH N SON . 

• . And 1 to be a corporal ofhis field ;] Giles Clayton, in his rtial 
Di, line, 159 I, has a chapter on the office and duty of a corp or of the 
field. Brokelby tells us, that" Mr. Dodwell's fa~her w":is i an office 
then known by the name of corp.ral of tbefield, which he faid was equal 
to thatofa captain ofh~rfe." FARMJ:lt. 

It appears from Lord StraFord's Letters, vol. ii, p. 199, that a co -
po,al of tbefidd was employed as an aid-.le-camp is s,ow, " in ta . ~ 
and carrying too and fro the direaion~ of the general, or oth he 
higher officers of the lield." TyltWHITT. . 

9 And 'Wear bi, colours lae a tumbler's b oop!] The notion is n / that 
the boop ~"ears colours, but that the colours are worn as a tumbler car
ries his boop, hanging on one nloulder, and falling under the ol'poJite 
arm. JOHN SON . f 

Perhaps the tumbler's boops were adorned with their mafter's colours, 
or with ribbands, To 'Wear bis colours, means to weare bs badge or 
cognifance, or to be his fervant or retainer. So, in Stowe', AnntJis, 
p. ~74: " All that .vare the duke's Jign, or colours, were fai n to hide 
them, conveying them from their necks into their bofome," TOL L J: T. 

It was once a mark of gallantry to wear a lady's colours. J am in
formed by a lady who ' remembers morri s-dancing, that the cnaraaer 
who tumbled , always carriea his boop drcifed out with ribbands, and in 
the polition defcribed by Dr. Jol1nfon. STEJ:VENS. 

, Wbat f I! I love I] The firft I which is not in the old copies has 
been fupplied by Mr. Tyrwhitt. There is no miftake more common 
at the prefs than the omiffion of a word, when it happens to be repeated 
in the fame line, and the two words join. Mr. Tyrwhitt's emendation 
is fupported by the lirft line of the prefent fpoech : 

And I forfooth in love! 1, that have been love's whip-. 
Sir T. Hanmer Cup plied the metre Ly repeating the word What. 

MALONE • 
.. ___ like a German clock, 

~'till a rtfair;nz j] The Camo allulion O<;CUl$ in WejJ'Ward Hoe, by 
Deckv -
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°Antlnever going aright, being a watch, 
But 'Oeing watc~'d tha:t !t n:ay il:ill go right? 
Nay to be perJur'd WhICh IS woril: of all ; 
~n among three, to love the woril: of all ; 
!~whitely wanton with a velvet brow, 
'\\M~{l two pitch balls il:uck in her face for eyes-i 
tAy, 'and, by heaven, one that will do-the deed, 
Though Argus wde hit eunuch and her guard; 

• 
And I to ugh for hq,r! to watch for her! 
To pray for her I Go to; it is a plague 
That Cupid will impofe for my neglect 
Q.f his almighty dreadful little might. 
·,~ell, I will love, write, figh, pray, fue, and groall-
S;~me men mult love my lady, and fome Joan +. • xit. 

1 d AC~ 
Decker and Webfter, 1607: "-no German Clock, no mathematical cn
cine whatfoever, requires fo much reparation, &c."-The following e~ 
traa is taken from a bO~Called Tbe Artificial ClocR-mak,r, '3d edit. 

, :1714: "Clock-making as fuppored to have had its beginning in Cer. 
' 11any within lefs than the e two hundred years. It is very probable. 
j na,;our balance-clocks or watches, and fome other automata, might 
hltve had their !;eginning there; &c." Again, p. 91.-" Littlewortb: 
remark is to be found till towards the 16th century; and then clock. 
work was revived or wholly 'Ilvented anew in Germany, as is generally 
thought, becaufe the ancient pieces are of Cerm an work." 

A Ikilfu l watch-maker informs me, that clocks have not been COIU
monly made in England much more than one hundred yelrs backward. 

'1°0 the inartificial conftruCtion of thefe firft pieces of mechanifm ex
ecuted in Cermany, we may Cuppofe Shakfpeare alludes. The clock at 
Hampton-Court, which was fct up in 1540, (as appears from the 
infcription affixed to it,) is fai~ to be the fuft ever fabricated in England. 

STEEV~NS .. 

" In fome towns in Cermany (Cays Dr. Powel, in his Human 1,,
Juftry , 8vo. 1661,) there are very rare and elaborate d ocks to be feen In 
tneir town-halls , wherein a man may read aftronomy,o and never look 
up to the Iki es o-In the town-hall of Prague there is a clock that !hews 
the annual motions of the fun and moon, the names and numbers of 
the months, days, and feftivals of the whole year, the time of the fun 
l'ifing and fetting throughout the year, the equinoxes, the length of t!le 
day. and nights, the riling and fetting of the twelve figns of the Zoo 
dia<k, &c.-But the town of Stralburgh carries the bell of all other 
Sleeples of Cermany in this point." Thefe elaborate clocks were pro. 
lublyoften " out of frame." MALONE • 

• _ ilna gro~n; 1 .lind, which i, not in either of the allthclltkk ~o. 
1'ICS 

.. 
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ACT IV. S C 'E N E 
(; 

I. 
• 

Another part of the fame. / 

Enter the Princefs, ROSALINE, .MARIA, CATHARI t,£, 

BO~ET. L~rds, Attendants, and a ForeJIer. I' ) 
Prin. Was that the king, that fpur'tihis horfe fo hard 

Againft the fteep uprifing of the hilI (\ ... 
lJoy. 'I know not; but, I think, it was not he. 

~
prin. Whoe'er he was, he fhew'd a mounting mind. 
11, lords, to-day we fhall have our difpat,h ; .f· 

. $aturday we will return to France.- ) 
The ' forefrer, my friend, where is the buJh, 
That 'Ie muft frand and play the murderer in? • 

For. Here by, upon the edge of yonder coppice; 
A ftand, where you may make thefaireft !hoot. 

Prin. I thank my beauty, I am f?iir that fhoot, 
And thereupon thou fpeak' ft, the f{~reft fhoot. ;' 

For. Pardon me, madam, for I meant not fo. --' 
Prin. What, what? firft praife me, and again fay, ni l 

o fhort-liv'd pride! Not fair? alack for woe! 
For. Yes, madam, fair. 

. Prin. Nay, never paint me now; 
Where fair is not, praife cannot mend the brow. 
Here, good my glafs I, take this for telling true; 

[ghling him mone,;" 
Fair payment for foul words is more than due. 

For. Nothing but fair is that 'f/hich you inherit. 
Prin. See, fee, my beauty will be fav'd by merit. 

o herefy in fair, fit for thefe days! 
A giving hand, though foul, fhall have fair praife.-

pies of this play, the quarto 1598, and the folio 1623, was added t. 
fupply the metre, by the editor of the (econd folio. MALON E. 

• 4 Some mm muft love my lady, and Jome Joan.] To this line Mr. 
Theobald extends his (econd alt, not injudicioll/lv, but, without fllf. 
ficient authority. JOHNSON. • 

I Htre, good my glafs,-] She rewards the forcfter fut having 1hewD. 
her te herfelf as in a mirror. STEi;VENS. 

But 

\ 
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lJlit olllne, the bow :-Now mercy goes to kill, 
Andfuooting well is th'en accounted ill. 

·Thus will I fave my credit in the fhoot : 
!'l]t wounding, pity would not let me do't ; 
If .;rounding, then it was to fhew my {kill, 
Tht!(Inore for praiCe, than purpo{e, meant to hill. 
At'nd, (\ut of queftio,y., fo it is fometimes ; 
Glory grows gllilty of ~tefted crimes; 
When, for, fame's fake, for praiCe, an outward part, 
We bend to that the working of the heart: • 
As I, for praife alone, now feek to fpill . 
T,re poor de*'s blood, that my heart means no ill z. \ 

\\1}oy. Do not curft wives hold that'felf-fovereignty! 
Onl.' for praiCe' fake, when they {hive to be • 
Lord~ ;l'e!' their lords? 

. Prin. Only for praife: and praiCe we may alford 
To any lady that fubdues a lord. 

En'kr COSTARD. . 

Prin. Here comes a ~ember of the cOJllmOl1wealth 4-. 

L"Jl. God dig-you-den 5 all! Pray you, which is the 
heAd lady 1 

Prin. Thou fhalt know her, fellow, by the reft that 
have no heads. 

CoJI. Which is the greateft lady, the higheft-1 
Prin. The thickeft, and the taUeft. 
CoJI. The thickeft and the talleft! it is fo; truth is 

truth. 
An your waift, miftrefs, were as {lender as my wit, . 
One of thefe maids' girdlt!s for your waift fhould be fit. 
Are not you the chief woman 1 you are the thickeft here. 

Prin. What's your will, fir j what's your will? 

.. _ that ",y heart means no ill.] i. e. to whom my heart mean. "0 ill. 
Thecommon phrafe fuppre/Tes the particle, as I ",ean bim [not to him] n. 
barm. JOHNSON. 

3 _ tbat /elf-Jovtreignty-] Not a fovereignty fJ'IJer, but in, them
(elves :-{o J clJ-fufficiency, JelJ-confequence, &e. MALONJ:. 

+ - a m""J"r of the commonwealth. ] Her~, I believe, is a kind of 
jeft intended: a member of the common_wealth is put for one of the 
,ommon people, one of the meanelt. JOHN SON. , 

~ God dig-you.den-] A corruption of -God give you good e",en. 
MALONJt. 

\ c C~ 

J 
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Cofl. I have a letter from mon1ieur Biron, to one fadY 

Rofaline. ' 
Prin. 0, .thy letter, thy letter; he's a good friend of • 

Stand afi~~n;~d bearer ;-Boyet, you can carve; ). 
Break up teis capon 6. " 'l' 

Boy. I am bound to ferve.- e 
This letter is miftook, it importetWncie here; 
It is writ to J aquenetta. . .. 

Pritt!' We will read it, I fwear : 
,ak the neck of the wax 7, and everyone give ear. 
~oy. [reads.) By hea'Ven, that thou artfai", is moft ill~ 
Il'ble; true, that tbcu art beauteous; truth itJelf, tl;/.t 

t hou ~t lowly: More fairer than fair, .beautiful tfia1Z 
beaut us, truer than truth itJelf, ha'Vt commi.feracioo/mthy 
"'erohal 'Valfal.' 'the magnanimous -and moJ1 iIIuJ1rate a 
hing Cophetua 9 fit CJle upon the pernicious a;7d induhitatl. 
b eggar ZeI\elophon; and he it w~ that might rightly/aYa 
veni, vidi, vici; which to ~natotdiil:.' in the ,'Vulgar, (0 

" - B OJet,you can carve; 
Break up tbi, capon.] i. e. open 'this letter. 

O ur poet ufes this metaphor, as the F. cnch do their tON let ; whick 
iignifies both a young fowl and a love-letter. THEOBALb. 

Olle of L ord Chefterfield's len ers, SVQ. vol. iii. p. 114, gives Ui the 
rcafoJI why po.'ei m eans amato6a- iitera-. TOLL E T. 
, ' H en ry 1 V. confu lting with Sully about his marriage, fays, Cl my niece 
of Guife would ple .ie me beft , notwith!tanding the m alicious reports, 
that (be loves poulers in paper, better than in a f r icaf ... " '"-A me:lage i. 
called a cold pigeon , in the letter concernin,g the enter~ainments at Kil ... 
lingworth Caftle. F J\ R II! E R. • 

To break up was a pecul iar phrafe ill carving. PER CV. 
7 Break Il,e "uk of tbe wax;] Still alluding to the caplJ1l. JOHNSON. 
8 _ illufrr.1!e] fo r j/!ujlriou,. It is often ufed by Chapman in hia 

tranfi , tion of Homer. STEEVE.NS. 
9 - kinv C.pl-etuaJ This !tory is again alluded to in Henry IV: 

" L a killg Cophetua know the-1rutb Ihereof." 
iBut of this king and beggar, the fiory, then 'doubtlefs well known, is. 
1 am ::fraid , lull. JOH NSO N. . 

The ballod of K illg Cophetua and tbe Beggor -Maid, may befeen in the 
ReJiques 'f A.'ienl Poelry, vol. i. The beggar's n ame WlS Penelophon, 
here corrupted. PERCY. 
" The poet alludes to this fong in Rqmeq and 'jilliet, Hellr) IV. zd part', 
.£nd p.;,bard II. ST£IH'£N5. '. 

S oafi J 
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!loft , ud ohfture 'TJulgar!) vi.delicet, he caffU, jaw. atta 
D'TJen:lme: he came, qne; Jaw 1 two; O'TJercaml!, threl. 
Whd' came? the king? 'why did he come. P lofte; Why did 

, he fte? to O'TJercome: ero whom (pme he? to fhl! /nggar; 
1J.:hat Jaw he? the heggar; Who' O'TJercame he? the heg. 
ga~. i, erhe conclujion is 'Viliory; On whoft jide? ~hc king's : 
tke c~<Jti'lJe is enrich'd; On whoft jide ? .Jhe beggar's; 'l'be 
cafajfnphe is a nUpi'ial ~ On whoftjide? the king's i-no ; 
DII hoth in om, or one in both. 1 am the king; for Jo jfallds 
the comparifon: tho'; the beggar; (or' fo witnejfeth lIhy low. 
Jinefi . Shall I (om~land thy JO'TJI!? I may: Shall 1 enfo' "" 
thy iO'TJe? I. could: Shall ! entreat thy love? 1 w 'l. 
What foalt thou exchange for rags? robes; For titti 
tir.l~s; For thyfelf? me. erhus, expelling thy reply, 
phane my,Jips on thy foot, my eyes on thy pillure, 
heart on 1 hy e'lJery part . 

\ DON ADR.IANO DE ARMAD O . 
r 

'Thine, ill th~earejf dejign ofindrtflry, 

Thus doft thou hear the Nemean lion roar 1-

'Gainft thee, thou lamb, that ftandeft as his prey» 
Submiffive fal1 his princely feet before, 

Andhe from forage will. incline to play: 
But if thou ftrive, poor foul, what art thou then? 
Food for his rage, repafture for his den. 

Prill. What plume of feathers is he, that indited this 
letter? 

What vane? what weather-cock? Did you ever hear 
better? 

Boy. I am much decei~d, but I remember the ftile. 
Prin. Elfe your memory is bad, going o'er it 1 ere

while 4. 

B ay. This Armado is a Spaniard, that keeps here in 
court; 

I _ Caw) The old copies here and in the preceding line have- Jet •• 
,M r. Rowe made the correcti"n . MALONE • 

\ < 

• 'Thus dofi thou bear &c.) Thelc lix lines appear to be a quotation 
from (orne ridiculous poem dthattime. WARDUR 'r o N. 

3 _going o'er it] A pun ~ponthewordftj/o. MUSGRAVE . 

4 _ .,,.while.] uft now; a littJe-while ago. JOHNSON. 

A phan-

" 
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A phantafm 5, a Monarcho 6 ; and one that makes IiPfrt. 
To the prince, and his book-mates. 

Prin. Thou, fellow, a word: ., 
,Who gave thee this letter? 

Coft. I told you; my lord. .. ' 
Prin. To whom Ihould'il: thou glve It? "" 
C oft • F'.rom m" .lord to my 1adr. f'" " 
Prin. From whlch lord, to wh)f;h ~y ? 
Coft From my lord Biron, a good mafter of mine, 

To a llrJy of France, that he call 'dRo1aline. 
,Prin. Thou haft mi1l:aken his letter. Come, lords, 

away 7. 

fweet, put up this; 'twill be thine an~ther day. 4" 
[Exeunt Princefs, and Cf'rll11. 

Who is the !hooter 1 who i.a the lbooter 8; 
I Ro.f. 

5 A pba"tafm,] On the books of the St. tiGners' Company, Feb , 6, 
' :1.608, is entered, " A book calitd Pbant~" the Italian Taylor and bit 
boy; made by Mr. Armin, Cervant to hi . .najefty." It probtbly con
tains the hinory of M OM"DO, of whom r. Fllrm<:r fpeaks in the fol
lowin, note, to which I have fubjoined an additional infl:ance. 

STEEVENS. 
6 _ a MonarcLo;] The aUulion is to a fantaftical cha,.cter of the 

time.- " P Ol'ular 'pplaufe (Cays Meres) doth nourith fome, neither 
•• do they gape after any .other thing, but vaine praife and glorie,-as 
" in our age Peter Shakerlye of Paules, and MOIIar(h. that lived about 
., the court." p. 178. FARMER. 

In N ath's Haw 'With you t. Saffron Waldtn, &C. I S9 5, I meet with 
the fame allufion :- " but now he was an intUIting monarch above 
n M onarcbo the Italian, that ware crOWnes in his /hoes, and quite re~ 
•• nounced his natural Englith accents and seftures, and wrefted him_ 
,. f~lf wholly to the Italian puntilio,> &c." 

A local aHulion employed by a poet like Sh.Hpeare, refembles the 
mortal !teed that drew in the chariot of Achilles. B nt thort fervices 
could be expelled (rom either. S TEE v ENS. 

From a pamphlet entitled A briif diJcour of tbe SpaniJb flatt, f!!!c_ 
4 to. 1590, (quoted by Mr. Reed,) it appears that Monarcho figured:n 
London fo early in the reign of Q!;een Eillzabeth as the year 1566. 

MtLONE • 
7 Come, lords, 4'Way. ] Perhap. the Princei~ faid rath«n';:Co"". 

ladie., a'WIJY. The reft of the fcene deCerves no care . J OK N so 1/. I 

. K Who is the /hooter?] It thould be, Who is the fuit"r l':-and thi. 
c ctaflon. the quibble. "Finery pllt on, &c." fcem only ~rginal obfer-
.... tions. FAIlM!:ll. . 

llt appears that f lli/or wa$ anciently pronounced /hooter. So, in 'The 
• Pllritlln, 

.,. 
I 
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R'./- oC)hall I teach you to know? 
1t,YI. Ay, my continent of beauty • 

... ROj."V.fhy, !he that bears the bow. 
Finely put off! 

Boy. My lady goes to kill horns; but, if thou marry, 
Hang.rn,e by the neck, if horns that year mifca~ ,. 
FiMly p'1'.t on ! r -?-'\ 

Roj; Well then, I am t1:1: !hooter • 
• -=- Boy. And who is YOijr deer 9 ? 

Ro.f. If we choofe by the horns, yourfelf: come not ~ar. 
Finely put on, indeed !-. . 
Puritan, 1607, the maid il'form& her milerels that fome arcl:co's ate come 
to wait on her. She fuppofes them to be fincher" or arrow-fm iths. 
. Enter the fut ers , &c . I 
" W-hy do YOL'onOt fee them before you? are not t here arcbprs , W,lat 

do you call them,Jhootcrs f Shooters and arch"s are all,one, j hope." 

Wherever Shakfpeare ufes' rds equivocally, as in the prefent in-
.~ STEEV£NS. 

fiance, he lays his editor under orne embarraflincn t. When he told 
Ben Jonfon he would ftand Goo ather t o hi s child, " and give h im a 
dozen tatun fpoons, " if we write the word as I have now done, the 
conceit, fuch as it is, is loft, at Icall: does not at once appear ; if we 
write it Latin , i t becomes abll" d_ So, in lIiucb ado abou t Tlorhing, 
Dogberry fays, "if juftice cannot tame you, Ihe thall ne'er weigh mo ... , 
,'cafons in her ballance." If we write the word thus, th e conlbble'. 
'9u;v0'{1'e, poor as it is, is loft, at leall: to the eye. If we wr ite rai
fins , (between which wlltd and rcaIons, there was , r belie ,e, no differ_ 
ence at that time in pronunciation,) we write nonfenfe. In the palf"gc 
Defore us an equivoque was certainly intended j the words IboDttr and 
fl.itor being (as Mr. Steevens has obferved) pronounced alike in Sh akf
pelt¥' time. So, in Ejja)', anti Cbara8ers of a Prifon and rrifoners. 
by G ;rM. 1618: "The king's gu<lrd are counted the ll:rongeft arch"s, 
but here are better J uitors .. ' Again, in Antony and Cilopatra, edit. 1623, 
(owing probably to the tranfcriber's ear having dcceivcdhim).- ' 

~, --- a grief that fuit s 
" My very h eart at root-." 

inl1:ead of-a grief that jboolS . 
In Ireland, where, I believe, much of the pronunci ation of Q.l!.een 

Elizabeth's age is yet retained, the word fuilor is at this day pronounced 
by th~ vulgar as if it were writtell fooottr. However, I have followed 
the fpelling ofche old copy, as it is fufficiently intelligible. MAl-ON E. 

• 9 And who it youI' deer 1) Our author has the (arne play on thi$ 
wora in the Mlrry Wives of WindJor, Act. V. Again, in hIS Y,nuI 
.od Adonis i 

" I'll be thy park, and thouth.lt be my deer." MJlllONE • .vOL. II. A a M"r. 

I 
/ 
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Mar. Yuu frill wrangle with her. Boyet. Itnd.. {hs 

firikes at the brow. , t-
Boy. Hut fhe herfelf is hit lower: Have I hit he.· now ? 
RoJ. Shall I come upon t:'-lee with an old faying, that 

was a man when king Pepin of France was a little boy. 
as toucp~,.i." the hi tit? . • 

B oy.' ;:'o 1 l!}ay anfwer thee with one as old, tl.at vwas a 
wom an when queen G uinevel ' of Britain was a little 
wench , as touching the hit it. 

R ,if. '1bolt Ca1J'jl1101 hit if" hit if, hit it. [Iingi:lg. 
Cf'hou can'} not hit it, my good man. 

J1 O}'. All I catJ1Jot , ca1Jllol, callnot, 
All I cannot, another can . [E. 'etlnt Ros. and CAT. 

CoJl. By my troth, moll: pleafant! how both did fit it! 
ruar. A mark marvelious well !hot; for t'ley both did 

hit it. 
B o}'. A mark! 0, mark but )-13t mark; A mark. fay. 

mv lacy! 
Let the mark have a prick in't, to' mete at, if it may be. 

]1.1«1'. Wide 0' the bow hand! I'faith, your hand is Out. 
CoJl. Indeed, a' muft !hoot nearer, or he'll ne'er hit 

the clout z. 

Boy . An if my hand be out, then, belike your hand is in. 
CoJi. Then will {he get the uplhot by cleaving 

the pin 3 • 

]lIar. Come, come, you talk greaIily, YO'Jr lips grow feul. 
CojJ. She's toO hard for you at pricks. lir; challenge 

her to bowl. 

, - '1uttn Guin.",,, 1 This was king Arthur's quten, not over fa. 
m ous for fidelity to her hulband. See the fong of the BDy tlnd tbe Mtln. 
I I. in Dr. Percy's collcaion.-In Beaumont and Fletcher's Scornful 
Lady, the elder Lovelefs addretres Abigail, the old incontinent waiting. 
woman, by this name. STEEVEN S. 

~ _ lb. clout.] The clout was the white mark at w~jch archeri 
took their aim. The pin was the wooden nail that upheld it. STEEV. 

1 - by cI,tlving rbe pin.] Honetl: CoJl:ard might have befriended 
Vean Milles, whofe ncte on a fang in the Pfoudo-RQ'Wlry' . ELLA hal 
expo fed him to fo much ridicule. See his book P.2.13' Conard's ap
plication of the word pin might here lead the Dean to fufpea me qu~!" 
litiel of the balket. But wh4t has mirth to do with archzeolOgy? 

ST&&V!tN .. 

S fil1:l 
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~ 
. .' I fear too much ~ubbing 4; Good night, my good * owl. [Exlunt BOYET alld MARIA. 

- '07/. By my foul, a [.,vain! a molt flmple clown! 
Lord, lord! how the ladies and I have put him down! 
0' my troth, moil: fweet jelts ! mof!: incuny vulj!?r wit! 
When .i.t comes fo fmoothly off, fo obfcenel-i: -,J.s ~t were, 

• fo fit.· " 
J> 1I.rmatho 0' the one fide,!"O, a moil: dainty man! 

To fee him walk be, e a lady, and to bear her fan \ ! 
To fee him kifs his and! and how molt fweetly a' will 

fwear 6 !_ . 
And his page <1' t'ol(1er fide, that handful of wit! 
Ah heavens, it is a htolt pathetical nit! [ShOllt;'lg will:' • 

• Sola, (ola! [Exit COSTARD, rtl1lm~lg . 
• 

s ~ N E II. 
be/allle. 

Enter ROLOFE R NES 7/ ir NATH AN I E L, alJd Du LL' 

Nath. Very reverent fport, truly; and done in the 
teftimony of a good ronfcience. 

Hal. 
'" I fear 100 mucb rubbing;] To rub is One of th. turns of the bowl. 

ing-green. Boy.t's further meaning needs no comm.nt. M hLON 1: . 

5 - 10 b.ar b<,. fan!l See a note on R om •• and Juliet, Aet II. 
C", iv. ",here Nurre alksPeterfor her/an. STEEVEN5. 

b _ a' ~ui!l Jwcar / - J A line following this fe.m5 to have been 
loft . MAL ONE. 

7 Enlrr Hor.oFERN £5,) Ther~ is very little perfoll.1 reReetion in 
Shakfpeare. Either the virtue of thofe times, or the candour of "ur 
author, has fa elieeted, that his fatire is, for the moft part, general, and 
as himfelf fays, 

--- his laxi~g likt a 'Wi/dgeeJ. fiilS, 
Unclaim'd ef any man. 

The place before us Items to be an exception. For by Holoferne, i, 
-def'gned a particular charaeter, a pedant and fchoolmall:er of our au

thor's time, one John Florio, a teacher of the Italian tongue in ,Lon
don, who has given U8 a fmall dictionary of that language under the 
title of A W orld ef Words, folio, ] 598. From the ferocity of thie 

• man's temeer it was, that Shakfpeare chaCe for him the name which Ra
belais gives to his pedant of ThubaIHoloferne. WARUIIURTON. 

I have omitted the pafi'ages which Dr. Warburton has quoted from 
the pl'tf;>,!;C te> Fle>rie>', Dictie>nary in fupport cf pis hypothdil, becaufe. 

A a :z, tho~~h 
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.' J Hoi. The deer was, as you k;J.oy,r, in janguis ,-blc.'':'I: I ,~ 

ripe as a pomewater 9, who now hangeth like a j ' •• In 

though that writer may perhaps have been pointed at, they do not appear 
to me at all to prove the point. MALONE. 

1 am ~~i\the learned commentator's opinion, that the (atire of 
Shakfpea¥is fo ",!dom perfonal. It is of :he nature of perIanal in
vectives to be foon unintelligible; and tit:. author that gratifies ~ri
vate malice, onimom in vu/",,.. ponit, d fha, s the future efficacy of hil' 
own ",ritings, and facrifices the efteem offuct'rding times to the laugh- ~ 
ter of a day. It is nO wonder, therefore, ~ .at the fareafms, which, 
oerhaps, in the author's time, fet tbe playholl.! in a 'oar, are now loll: 
among general reReClions. Yet whether the charaCler of HolofemC$ 
WaS pointed at any particular man, I am, T twitlfftanding the plou-
I. _lity of Dr. Warburton', conjeaure, inclim..! to doubt. Every mall 
adJJcres as long as he can · to his own pre-conceptions •.. Before I read 
thi s note r confidered the charaaer of Holofernes as .borwwed from the -
Rbombus of Sir Philip Sidney, who, in ; .k ind of paftoral entertain
ment, exhi bited to queen El izabeth, ha~ntroduced a fchool -mafter fo 
called, fpeaking a ieajb of ia"guagts at 0 e, and puzzling himfelf and 
his auditors, wi th ajargon like that of 1010fer:1cs in the pre(ent play. 
Sidney himfelf !night bring the charaaer from Italy; f'Jr, as Peach:un 
obferves, the fchool -mafier has long been one of ehe ridiculous perfon
~gesin the farces of that country. JOHNSON. 

Dr, Warburton is certainly right inhis:.fuppolition that Florio is meant 
by tbe charaaer of Holofernts . Florio had given thefirft afiront •• , The 
plaies, fays he, [in his Suond Frutts, 4to. J 59J,] that they plaie in 
England, are neither right comeditS, nor right trog. dill; but repre
{entations of hiflorits ~ithout any decorum. "-The fcraps of Latin and 
Italian are tranfcribed from his works, particularly the proverb about 
V enice, which has becn corrupted fo much. The affeElatioll of tbe let
ter, which argues fa cUitie, is likewife a copy of hi. manner. We mc:ct 
-with much of it in tbe fonnets to his patrons. • 

H In Italic your lordlhi~ well hath feene 
H Their manners, monuments, magnificence, 
" Their language learnt, in found, in ftile, in CenCe, 

" Prooving by profiting, where you have beene. 
" - To adde to fore-Ieam'd facultie, focilitie." 

Mr. W arton informs us in his Life of Sir Tbo. Pope, that there wn 
an old play of Holopberlles aCled before the printefs Elizabeth in the 
),earI556. FARMER. 

The verfes above cited ate prefixed to Florio's DreT. 1598. MALON!:. 
8 _ in fanguis, blood;] The old copies read-fanguis, in blood. 

The tranfpofition was propofed by Mr. Steevens, and is, I think, war
ranted by the following words, which arc arrang~d in the fame manner: " 
" - in the ear of &4/0, the lIey," &:c. The fame expreJlion occurs in 
K. Hellry rio P. I. 

" Ifwe be En,li/h dllf, be then in blood," MALONE. 
9 _ aj a pomewater,] A fpecies of apple, formerly much e11:eemetl.I 

Malus Carbqnarill. Sec Gcmrd~' H;rball edit. JS')7, p. un. STU V. 
- the: 
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th~ '{ * (4/0 l,_the . tky, the welkin, the heaven; 
• on faJleth like a ~rab, on the face of ten'a,-the 

I ~ e land, the earth. 
Nath. Truly, mafter Holofernes, the epithets are [weetly 

varied, like a [cholau at the leaft; But, fir, I a/fure ye, it 
was a buck of the fir1\ head". 

jIoi ... Sir Nathanie , haud credo. .' 
Dull. 'Twas not a alii credo, 'twas a p!:icket . 

. / Hoi. Moft barbara's mtimation! yet a kind of in~ 
linuation, as it wer; , in 'Via, in way, of explicjttion; 
faure, as it were, ,replication; or, rather, oj/entare, to 
thow, as it :fere'~his inclination,-after his undre/fec2. 
unpolilhed, unedu( ted, unpnmcd, untrained, or rath~)
unlettered, or, radi reft, unconfirmed fathion,-to infl ~ 

• again my haud credo for a deer. . 
" Dull. · I "[aid, the c; er was not a haud credo; 'twas a 
pricket. 

H ol. Twice fod fimf, icity, bi! (oOu.;! 0 thou monfter 
ignorance, how deforri'. d daft thou look! 

Nath. Sir, he hath never fed of the dainties that are 
bred in a book; he hath not eat paper, as it were; he 
hath not drunk ink. his intelleCt is not replenithed; he 
is only an animal, only fenfible in the duller parts; 
And [uch barren plflrits are ret before ~s, that we thank

fu I !hould be 
(Which we of tafre and feeling are,) for thofe parts that 

do fructify in us more than he 1. 

For 
J _ ;" the ear of c:rlo, &c.] .In Florio's Italian Di~ivnary, Cielo is 

defined" heaven, the /1<ie, firmament, or ~v"kjn;" and terra is ex
plained thus: "The efement called fortb; anie ground, earth, countrie • 
...... Iand, Joile," &c. If there was any edition cfthis Dictioflary prior to 
the appearance of L ove', Labollr's Loft, this might · add fome little 
firength to Dr. Warburton's conjecture, (fee p. 365, n. 7') though it 

~ would by no m~ans be decifive ; but my edition is dated 1598, (pollerior 
• ~ the exhibition of this play,) and it appears to be the Jirit. MALON:&. 

• .. - a huck of tb. lirll head.] i. e. a buck live years old. When 
this animal is in his fe :ond year, he is called a pricku. MALONE. 

3 And Jucb barren p lants are Jet bifore UI, tbat 'We tb'lIIkful jh&u/d he. 
• . (Which we of taae and feeling are) jnr thoJe parts tbat doJruE1ifY in 

us more tban be.] The1ength ofthefe iines Wai no T!9v.elt)' on ~he 
;En~liih ftage. The Moralities a~crd fcenes of the like me.fure. JOHN S. 

.. . A a ~ Thi. 




