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'Dde if Venice. 
Ppri.1UI if ¥orocco.l SuitDrs ,'f) Portia. 

rl1lCe if nrragon. { 
Ahthoni'o, /h, Merchant if Venice: 
Bail"amo, hiS. friend. 
salaniol>'l 
S'i7'...:;no. Friends to Anthonio and Balranio. 
Gratiano, 
Lorenzo, in love <with Jellica. 
Shylock, a Jew'. 
Tubal, a Jew, his friend. 
Launcelot Gobbo, a down, firvant 10 Shylock. 
Old Gobbo, father 10 Launcelot. 
Salerio c, a meffillger froM Venice. 
Leonardo, ftrvaJ# 10 Baffanio. 
Balthazar } p • 
Stephano: fiN/ants ttl ortla. 

Portia, a rich heirefi : 
Neriffa, her waiting-maid. 
Jeffica. daughter 10 Shylock. 

Magnificoes of Venice( Officers of the C01l1"t if JuJlice. 
Jailer, Servants, and otber I#ttenda"u. 

seE N E, partly at Venice, and partly at Belmont, the 
Seat of Portia, on the Continent. 

I In the old editions in Cjuano, ~ J. Roberts, 1.600, an"'. in the old 
folio. J61.3, there is no enum.eration 01 the penon,. It W,,", filft m.ade: 
by Mr. Rowe. JOHN~?N. ' 

h It i, not eafy to determine the orthography of this D,ame. In the old 
edition. the owner of it ia called,-S.lallio, Sali1loi and Sola";o. 

STEJ:VI!N'" 
~ This charaaer I have rellored to the PITf.UI Dramaris. The 

!:lame apl'can in the fir! folio; the ck{G.riptioll j, takCQ frOID [h~ qu&rto. 
, STSS'SN~ 



MERC~~, ~VENIC~ 

ACT I. "S C ENE I. . 
Venice. A Street. 

Entlr ANTHONIO, SAl,ARINO, and SALANIO. 

Ant. In footh, I know not why I ant,fo fad; 
It wearies me; you fay, it-wearies you; 

But 
t The reader will lind a dillinel epitome of the narele from which the 

ftory of this play is fuppofed to be tAken, at the concluhon ot the notes. 
It Ihould however be remembered, that if our poet was at all indebrc:d 
to the Italian novelifrs, it muil have been through ·he medium of fome 
old tranfiation, which has hitherto efcaped the refearches of his moil in
dufrrious editors. 

It appears from a paITage in Stephen Golfon's School of Abuft, &c. 
1579, that a play 'omprehending the dHtintt plots of Shakfpeare" 
Merchant of Ytnitt, had been exhibited long before he commenced A 
writer, vi",. "The Jew Ihewn at the Bull, repreCenting the greed;'" 
nelle of worldl,v choofers .. and the bloody minds of nfurers." "Thefe 
plays, fays Golfon, (for he mentions others with it) are goode ,nd 
fw~t plays," &c. It is not impt'obable that Shakfpeare new-wr"te hia 
piece, on the model already mentioned, .. nd that the elder perfm m
anc~, being inferior, was permitted to drop filently into oblivion. 

This play of Shakfpe.re had been exhibIted udorP the year 1598, a. 
appears from Meres's Wm'Trcafury, where it is mentioned with eleveJ:a 
~ of our author'. pieces. It Was entet'd on the bOQks of the Stati
oners' Company, July zz, in the (arne year. It could not have been 
printeaaflier, becaufe it was not yet licenfed. The old fon!; OfGST"". 
tus tht of Yentct, is I'ublilhed by Dr. Percy in the ./ir/l: volume of 
hisR IqU ofancirntEnglrfb pod .. j. STJ:&VENS. 

The !tory was taken from an old tranfi.tion of the Gtfta R~.If(J1'U1fl, 
fir/! printed b~ynkyn de WOlde. The book was very popular~ and 
Shakfpeare h cloftly copied fome of the language: an additional argu
ment, if we nted it, of his track of reading. - 'Tbr" vtJli:ls Jl'e ex
hibited to a lad for her choice. The jjr/l: was made of pure gori, well 
beret with precious !lones witbout, and within full of dead men's bones I 
and thereupon was engraven this polio: Wb,fo rhofflb 1IIe, /hall find 
t~a, irrIifti''';,lb. T~ fecond vefiel wu made of 4n. jil'lJlr, til1t,d 

1I ~ wltn 



-+ MERCHANT OF [VENICE. 
But how I caught it, found it, 0:' came by it, 
What !tuif' 'tis made of, whe.teofit is born. 

I am 
wim earth and worms i the fuperfcrlptlon was thus: ",holi chllf~h flit, 
Jba!tfind that hi, .. ature dijireth. The third "eifel wa~ made or /.ad, 
full within of p1lecious froneo, and thor.pon was infcJllpt this polie: 
1Pbofo cbufeth me, Jball.find tbat Cod hatb difpofedfrr bim._The lady, 
after a comment upon e:1ch, ~hufes the I,add" "'1le1. 

If I a MS. of lAdgau, belonging to my very learned friend, Dr. 
A'Jke~ find a 'Tale of t'Wo Martbantl of Etipt and of Baldad, !x 
Glj;" ~/1arllm. Leland therefore could not be the original auth'T, 
.:IS Blihop Tanner [ufpeaed. Ee Jived a century afm Lidgate. F .'IRM:!R. 

The two principal incidents "f thiB pby are to be found feparately ill 
~ collectioll of odd froEies, which were very popular, at le.fr five hun
dred year; ago, under the title of Gt}a Roman.rum. The firlt, Of tbe 
},end, i. in th. xlVIii. of the copy which I chufe to refer to, at the com
pleteil: of any which I have yet feen. MS. Har!. n. 2270, A knight 
there borro· .... money of a mer~hant, upon condition of forfeiting al' 
bis Jltjb for non-payment. When the I'enalt) is ,"xaaed before the: 
judge; the knigbt's mifl.reJl, difguif~d, in forma ",iri IS vejlimentis pr.
li".fi' induta, comes into court, and, by permilflOn of the judge, en
cleavours to mollify tae merchant. She lid!: ofler~ him hih money, and 
then the double of it, &c. to all which his anfwer is--Cn"v'"ti~"cm 
""alit vole ;'ab,r,.-Puella, cum hooc audilfet, ,it .;:oram omnibus, 
Domine mi judex, dJ rcaum judicium fuper his <jua: vobis dixero._ 
Vos feitis quod miles nunquam Ie obligabat ad aliud ftl: literam nili quod 
mercator habeat proteitatem carnes ab ombus (cir.dere, jille [anf.";$ 
t.!";o,,., de ~uo nihi~ ua.t ptolocutum. Statim mittat manum in e'lm; 
1i vetO fangumem e/tudent, Rtllt contra tum attiof1t'" /".bu. Mercator, 
cum hoe andiliet, ait; date mihi pecuniam & omnem a8ionem t' re
mitro. Ait. pudla, Amen dito tibi, nuUum denarium habebis i_pone 
erg" manum in cum, ita ut f~nguinem non e(rundas. Mercator vero 
vkl"ns fo confufum abftellit; & lie vita militis falvata eft, & nullum 
denarium dedit. 

The other indd.nt, l' th. cafttts, ie in th. xcix. of the fame.,ol. 
le8ion. A king of Apulia fends his daughter to be married to the fan of 
an emperor of Rome. After fome adventures, (Which are not'lir,g to 
the ptcfeut purpofe1) /he i. brought before the emperor; who f:»s to ),er • 
.. PucHa, propter amorero filii mei multa adverfa fufrinuilllf Tamen 
fi dign. illetis ut uxor ejus lis cito probabo. Et fecit fitf~ tria vafa. 
PlIlMllM fuit de {lura 1'IIriJIimo & laridibu. pretiofis intlirius ex omni 
parte, & plenum oifibu. mortuorum; (;; extcrius erat {~~fcriptio: £iZ.ui 
m, ei'l'Ylt, jn me in·",.;,( 'luodmtruit. Sl!CllNDllM v, 3 erat t1tOrgel1to 
puro ,& ~mmiB pretioils, plenum ttrra; &: Clttcrius rrajl{ubfcril'to; ~i 
flit efegrrit, in m';n'Vtnifl9"od nat,,~a (JJ>~Yt. Tu. TIUM vaS de .t"u",bo 
plenum lapiaw"s prmo/is .ntel1l/; f§ ~il nobilijjimis; & exterius era: 
{lIbfcriptio talia: ~i t1U ,Iegtrit, in ., IB'IIJnitt 'JUDd J.. .... '. :;r"iim:.-

lfI~ 



MERCHANT OF VENIC':E. 
[ am to learn; 
And fuel). a want-wit fadnefs makes of me, 
That I h~e much ado to know myfelf. 

Safar. Your mind is tolilOg on the ocean; 
There, where your argoiies ,. with portly fail" 
Like figniors and rieh burghers on the Hood, 
Or as it were the pageants of the fea,-
llo over-peer the petty traffickers, 
'that eurt'fy to them, do them reverence, 
As they fly by them with their woven wings. 

Salan. Believe me, fir, had I fueh venture forth. 
The better part of my alfettiontl woul" 
Be witi my llOpes abroad.· I lhould be frill 
Plutking the grafs i, to know where fits the wind; 

s 

P.eering 

Ifia tria ofrendit puella!, & dixit, Ii unum ell' ill:is elegeri. in q~o commo. 
dum, &proficuum eft, lilium meum ha,bcbis, S. vero elegeris quod nee tibi 
nee aliis efteommodum,ipfum non habebis." The young\ady, afterllta
ture conflaeration of the velTel. a"d their infcriptions, chufes the lead.n, 
which heing opened, and found to be full of gold and precious frones, the 
emperor fays: .. Bona pudla, bene elegifti i-ideo fillum meum habebi •• " 

From this abftract of thefe ~wo /lories, I think it appears fufficiently 
plain that they are the remote originals of the two incidents in this play. 
That oj tbe taJl"ts Shakfpeare might take from the Englilb GtfttZ 
RomanfJ,"m, as Dr. Farmer has obfel'¥ed; and that of tbe bond might 
ceme to him from thePecoyon<; but upon the whole I am .. ther inclined 
to lu/pea, that he has followed fomethitherto unknown now.lift, who 
had f~ved him the t~ouble of working up the twa fiories into o,ne. 

TVRwHITT. 
This comedy, I believe, was written in the beglnr:llrzg (If the year, 

-.eg• Meres's book Was not publiihed tillothe end of that year. Se .. 
Alt ttempt to aftertain the order if 8bakfptare's P!tIY" Vol. T. MALONE. 

z argojiesJ A name given in Otilr <luthor's time to Ihips of great 
burth probably galleons, fuch as th~ Spaniards now ufe in thodr 
Well: T 'a trade. JOHNSO)!.' 

In Ric t'g Maxims of'TurHjh Po/ity, eh, xiv. is {aid, " Thofe vall: 
carraclcs c cd "rgif'es, which are fo much famed for the "aftaefa of 
their burthi and bulk, werecarruptly fo denorMnated from Ragojitr," 
i. e. Ibips 0 af.ufa, a city and territory on the gulph oiVeniCC!l cribu", 
tary to the P • teo Shakfpeare, as Mr. Heath obferves, has BiVen the 
name of Ralrozinl to tho pirate in Meofuref,r Mea/lire. STEEVJ:N,. 

$ Pluth;$. tbt gra/s, kc., By holding up the gtafs,.or any fight 
'SiiiIy"!! ,,~dl bend by a genue blaft, the direCtion of the wind is found. 
'Z.i. 'wa; I ufod in jboutln:. H7Jln l was in tbe mJdde way betwixt the 

II l mllrku 



6 MERCHANT OF ·VENICE. 

Peering 4 in maps, for ports, ~,nd piers, and Toads; 
And every objeCt, that might make me fear 
Misfortune to my ventures, OlJt of doubt. 
Would make me fad. 

Salar. My wind, cooling mv broth. 
Would blow me to an ague, when I thought 
What harm a wind too great mig.t do at fe~. 
I iliould not fee the fandy hour-glafs run, 
But ... ,,:lhould think of {hallows and of flats; 
And ree'1nywealthy Andrew J dock'd in {and'. 
Vailing her high top lower than her ribs T. 

To kifs her burial~ Should I go to church. 
And fee the holy edifice of fi:otie, .. 
And not bethink me il:raight of da1}gero)1s rocks 1 
Which touching but my gentle veifel's fide, 
Would fcatter all her fpices on the ilream ; 
Enrobe the roaring waters with my ftlks ; 
And, in a word, but even now worth this, 
And now worth nothing? Shall I have the thought 
'fa think on this; and {hall I lack the thought, 
That fnch a thing, bechanc'd, would make me fad? 
But, tell not me; I know, Anthonio 
15 (tid to think upon .his merchandize. 

Ant. Believe me, no: I thank my fQrtun~ for it, 
My ventures are not in one bottom trufred, 
Nor to one place; nor isomy whole eftate 
Upon the fortune of this prefent year: 
Therefore, my mercha!ldlze makes p1~ not fad. 

Salan. Why then you are in love. 

lIfJa'keS, which was an openpll"': there I toke afethere, or a lyttlj'I!,Tail"e, 
IIItJd f. learned bo~" the wind flood." Afcham. ]O/INSON., 

4 Puring-) Thus the quarto ptinl!ed by Hayes, that biRoberts, 
,and the liri]; foljo. The guarto of 1637, a book of no autll'"vty, reads 
-trying. MALONlt. 

5 4ndrew) The name of the ihip. JOHNSON. 
6 _ dock'd in Jalld,] The old copies hav~d.cls. C<fretled by Mr. 

Rowe. MALONJ:. 

1 V~ilillg her high top lower thall per ri$t~) ln Bullokar's £ .• glijb 
EIJff,P,!ito'J, 1616, t. val/. is thus expl.intd: «It means to put CJI tb, 
Jat, toflr#efl1l /, to giv'JiKn of fuPIlli1Ji."." STUUN""'-,"" .. -,= 

Ant. 



KERCH ANT OF VENIC E. 1 
Ant. Fie, fie! 
Salan. Notin love neither? Then let's fay, you are fad. 

Becaufe Yill are not merry: and 'twere as eary 
For you, to laugh and leap. and fay, you are merry,
;Becaufe you are not fad. Now, by two-headed Janus' 
Nature hath fram'd ftrange fellows in her time: 
.some that will evermore peep through their eyes p. 

~
d laugh, like parrots, at a bag-piper ~ 

;td other of [uch vinegar afpect, 
'1 at they'll not lhow their teeth in way of fmi~ 
Though Nell:or [wear the jeft be laughable. 

Enter BASIANIO, LORENZO, aniJ GRATIANO • 
• Salalf. Here comes Bafi'anio, your moft noble kinfmall, 

Gratiano, and Lorenzo: Fare you well ; 
We leavelou now with better company. . 

Salar. would have ftaid till I had made you merry~ 
If worthier friends had not prevented me. 

Ant. YOlK" worth is very' dear in my regard. 
I take it, your own bufinefs calls on you, 
And you embrace the oceafion to depart. 

Salar. Good morrow, my good lords. 
BaJ!. Good figniors .both, when fhall we laugh? Say, 

wlletl"! ) 

Xou grow exeeding ftrange; Mull: it be fo 1 
Salar. We'll make our leifures to attend on yours. 

[Exeunt SALA RINO and SALAN 10. 

Lor. My lord Baff'anio, finee yon have found AnthQl;I.io" 
We two will leave you *' : but, at dinner-time, 

ray you, have in mind where we mull: meet. 

s hy 1'Wo-htaduJ Janlls,] Here, fays Dr. Warburton, Shakfpeare 
Ihews s knowle.ge in the an.tique: and (0 does Taylor the water
poet, v; 0 defcribei FortWle, .l Like a Janlls with a d.llbl.ja"." 

FARMsa. 
9 -pte through their eyts, ] This gives us a very pieturefque image 

of the co~. enaace in laughing', when the eyes appear half /but. 
WAlulvaToN. 

• My lor B&jJaniQ, "e.1 LDren:tlD (who, with Gratiano, had only 
Accompanied Bajfanio, cUbe Ihould find Anthanio,) prepares now CO 
(Pa."'t. BaJrani .. to hin b,dinefs; but is detained by Grg;tialll. who entcrt 
into a l:onverfdiqD with AfUlmIio. TvawHlTT, 

B+ Oaf. 



1J MERCHANT OF VENICE • 
.Ba.lf. I will not fail you. 
Gra:You look not well, figniior Anthonio; 

You have too much refpeCl: upor. the world: 
They loofe it, that do buy it with much care. 
Believe me, you are marvelloully chang'd. 

Ant. I hold thr-world but as the world, Gratiano J 
A ftage, where every man muil playa part, 
And mine a fad one. 

Gra. Let me play the Fool I I 

Wi~lh and laughter let old wrinkles come; 
And let my liver rather heat with wine, 
Than my heart cool with mortifying groans. 
Why fhould a mait, whofe bl(Y.)d is warm within, 
Sit like IllS grandfire cut in alabafter [ , 
Sleep when he wakes r and creep into the jaundice 
By being peevifh! I tell thee what, Anthonio,
I lQve thee, and it is my love that fpeab j
There are a fo!'t of men, whofe vifages 
Do cream and mantfe, like a ftanding pond; 
And do a wilful ftillnefil .. entertain, 
With purpofe to be dreft in an opinion 
Of wildom, gravity, profound conceit; 
As who fhould fay, I 411J Sir Oracle, 
.a1m~ wdelt ,LTOp? my tljfl, tir1l0 U~cIanI~;1 
0, my Anthonio, I do know of thefe, 
That therefore only are r~puted wife, 
.For faying nothing; who, I am very fure 1, 

If they ihould fpeak, would almoft damn thofe ears 

I Let me play tbe Fo.I:] Alluding to the common comparifon-- •• 
human life to a frage-play. So that he delires his may be the fool,. or 
,"ulWon'J p.ut, whIch was a conil:ant charaCter in the old farces j 'Trom 
wnen,:ecame the phrafe, t~It1J tbe fool. WARBUJI TON. 

• - a 'Wilful iHlJnef_ i. e. an .hftinate IiJem:e. MA 'N:E. 
a _ let '1/0 dog hark I j his feems to be a proverbial E,effion . 

. J:E"XN,. 
:4 -who, 1 am vtrJ JUri,} T~"ld etJpies read_he I am very 

lure. ~orreaed by Mr. Rowe. MA.lONJ:. 
<4- -'<Utollld almoft damn tboft ,ars,] ~ome l*oPle are bought ",iCe, 

whil4.fhey keep filence; who, WhM they ~ their mouths, are ("cn 
lilipid prater$, thilt the hearC!1's calln9t be-Ip calling them fo~/s, awJ, f9" 
i.IIclurthejud&lUent deno1jnGCCi in t4c (lofpel. TJ}J:OJlAf.D.~ 

Which .. 



MER.CHA~T OF VENICE. 9 
Which, hearing them, would call their brothers, fools. 
I'll tell thee more of this another time! 
But fiih n~, with this melancholy bait. 
For thi~ fool-gudgeon, this opinion.-
Come, good Lorenzo ;-Fare ye wdl, a while; 
I'll end my exhortation after dinner s. 

Lor. Well, we wil11eave you then till dinner-time. 
I~uft be one of thefe fame dumb wife mea. 
F~r Gratiano never lets me {peak. 

Gra. Well, keep me company but two years ~ 
Thou lhalt not know the found of thine own tongue. 

Ant. Fare well: I'll grow a talker for this gear 6 • 

Gra. Thanks, i'faith; f.r filence is~nlycommendablo 
In a neft's tongue dry'd, and a maid not vendible. 

[Exeunt GRATlANO am/LoRENZO. 
Ant. Is that any thing now 7 i 
Baff. Gratiano fpeaks an infinite deal of nothing, more 

than any man in all Venice;. His reafons are as two 
grains of wheat hid in two buihels of chaff; you 1hall 
feek all day ere you find them; and, when you have 
thC;,m, they :'Ire not worth the fearch. 

Ant • Well ~ tell me now, what lady is the fame, 
To whom you (wore a fecret pilgrimage, 
That you to-day promis'd to tell me of? 

.Raff. 'Tis not unknown to you, h.nthonio, 
How much I have difabled mine eftate, 
By fomething ihewing a more (welling port 

~ I'll tnd my exhortation afttr dinner.] The humoUl ef this eont'ilh 
, . being an alJufion to the praCHce of the puritan preachers of th"Ce 
tim 'who, being generally very long and tedious, were often forced tl) 
put 0 hat part of thei"Cermon called the t#JQrtatioll, till after dinner. 

, \ WAil Jllll1 TOM. 

6 _ this gear. J Gear apPI!'ar. to me to have no me&lling here. 
Perhaps thould read-for this Y""' aUuding to what GratialJ{J 
has juft fal : ' 

" Well, Ii tp me c~mpany but two years more-." MALONE. 

7 Is that al~ thing noow 1'] Doea what he has jull ff/id amount t9 
anything,or"eananytlQpg? STEEVEN •• 

So, in OtbelTt: " Can aoy thing be macle ofthi. 1" The old aopie •• 
by a manifeit error of the pl'Cfa, read.-It i. maC "c. Corretled by Mr. 
n.o~,,-..... ~~"l.ON.I. 

Thaa 



to MERCHANT OF' VENIC!. 
Than my faint means would grant continuance: 
Nor do I now make moan to be abridg'd 
From fuch a noble rate; but my chief care 
Is, to come fairly off frDm the great debts. 
Wherein my time, fomething too prodigal. 
Hath left me gaged: To you, AllthoniD. 
lowe the moll, in money. and ill love» 
And from YOIl& love il have a warranty 
To unburthen all my plots, and pvpofes, 
Ho~et clear of all the debts lowe • 

.lfnt. :r pray you, good Baa-anio, let me know it; 
And, if it frand. as you yourfelf frill do, 
Within the eye 01 honour, bo afi"ur'd, 
My purfe. my perfon. my extreme! means, 
Lie all unlock'd to your occa1i.ons. 

RaJ!. In m) fchool-days, when I had loft one tha.ft. 
I fuot his fellow of the felf-fame flight 
The felf.fame way, with more advifed watch. 
To find the other forth; and by advent'ring both. 
loft found both: I urge this childhood proof,. 
Becaufe what follows is pure innocence. 
lowe you much; and, like a wilful youth. 
Th.at which lowe is loll:: but iflt0u ,?leafe 
To fuoot an<>ther arrow that {elf way 
Which you did fuoot the tirft, I do not doubt. 
As I wlll watch the aim,! or to nnd both. 
Or bring your latter hazard back again. 
And thankfully refr d.ebtor for the lid!: • 

.Alit. You know me well; and herein fpend but time. 
To wind about my love with circumll:ance ; 
,And, out of doubt, you do me now more wrong. 
In making quell:ion of my uttermoll:, 
Than if you had made wafte of all I have: 
Then do but fay to me what I fuould do. 
That in your knowledge may by me be dOlle, 
.And I am preil unto it ': therefore, {peale. 

" _prell untD it oJ Ready. Pr~t. P'r. $"rU:V~N'~ 
The word i$ u~ed In this {en:!r (AS t.\.r. ~e"en8 ha~ lbewn) by many 

ot our anCIent writers. J"!ALONX. 
lJajf. 



l\f ERe a ANT 0' V EN Ie J.. J ,I 

l1aff. In Belmont is a lady richly left, 
And the is fair, and, fa~rer than that word. 
Of wond'w>us virtues; fometimes from her eyes 9 

I did receive fair fpee~hlef~ meJrages : 
Her name is Portia; nothing ulldrrvalued 
To Cato's daughter, Brl;ltus' Portia. 
Nor is the wide world ignorant of her worth; 
!'or the four winds blow in from every coan 
R"l-nowned fuitors: and her funny locks ' 
Hang on her temples like a golden Reece; 
Which make her feat of Belmont, Calehas' itrlrci6 

And many Jafons come in queJl of her. 
o my Anthonio, had 1 b~ the mean~ 
To holft a rival place with one of them, 
I have a mind prefages me fuch tfil'ift, 
That I fhould queftionlefs be fortunate • 

.Ant. Thou know'Jl, that all my fortunes are at {ea; 
Neither have I money, nor commodity 
To raile a prefent fum: therefore go forth. 
Try what my credit can in Venice do ; 
TWit {hall bl" rack'd, even to the uttermoft. 
To furniih thee to Belmont, t6 fair Portia. 
Go, prefently inquire, and fo will I, 

Where money is; and I no quefrion make. 
'fo have it of my truft, or for my fake. [ExeulIl. 

SeE NeE If. 
Belmont. .A Room in Pertill's l/pllfe. 

Enter POIlTIA and NERISSA. 

or. By my troth, NerHfa. my little body is aweary 
of t . s great world. 

Jo. You would be, {weet madam, if your miferies 
were 1 the fa.me abundance as your good fortunes are: 
And ye for aught I fee, they are as fick, that f\lrfeit 
with too much, as they that frarve with nothing: It is no 

t 

9 - (onlti mes/rolll b,r ~e$] III. old Englilh, f.mttimtl is (ynony
mous with ]trmvly. Nothing is more frequent iA title-pages, than 
"'j::r'tll/!,I fellow ofrllch a ,ollc&C." FA~MKI. 

4 !Dean 
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mean happinefs therefore, to be feated in the mean I 
fuperfiuity comes fooner by white hairs ", but competency 
lives longer. . 

Pw. Good fentences, and well pronounced. 
Ner. They would be better ~ if well follow'd. 
Por. If to do were as eafy as to know what were good 

:to do, chapels .had been churche-s, and poor men's cottages, 
princes' palaces. It is a good divine, that follows ~is 
own inftruCl:ions: I can ealier teach twenty what v.kre 
~e done, than be one of the twenty to follow 
mine own teaching. The brain may devife laws for the 
blood; but a hot!l!emper leaps o'er a cold decree: fuch a 
hare is madnef.~ tIle youth, to'lkip o'er the meibe~ of good 
counfel the cripple. But this reaioning is not in the 
fafuioll to choofe me a hulband :-0 me, the word choofe ! 
I may neither choofe whom I would, nor refufe whom I 
diflike; fo ~s tke will of a living daughter curb'd by lhe 
will of a dead father:-Is it nat harcl, Neriffa, that I 
cannot choofe one, nor refufe none r 

Ner. Your father was ever virtuous; and holy men, at 
their death, have good infpirations; theTefore, the 1ot
tery, that he hath devifed in thefe three chefts, of gold, 
fllver, and lead, (whereof who choofes his meaning, 
choofes you,) will, no doubt, never be chofcn by any 
rightly, but one who you ihall rightly love. But wh'at 
warmth i. there in youl; affeCtion towards any of thefe 
princely f\litors that are already come? 

Por. I pray thee, over~name them; and as thou 
nameff them, I will defcribe them; and, accordin~~ 
my defcripti~n, level at my affeCtion. 

Ner. Flrft, lhere is the Neapolitan prince 1-. 

Por. 

, SupU'ftuj~y comes loaner hy <white hairl.] i. e, Super~'lt, /'ooner 
Iltplres white hail'S j becomes old. We full ray, How dief he come b:J 
it? MALONE. 

i. _ tb~ Neapolitan princt.] 'though our autft01', when'be comoofed 
~ play, "ould not aave read the followiqgll-t6'age in Fflrio's tra.~fJa
tionefMontaig"e's Ejjilits. 1603. be h,.d l'elhaps metiwit4 the r~la
rion in {I?me other book of that tidle I "While I was a young lad, ('fAYS 
old Montai,ne,) l Caw the l'rinCl of Salmol1~, at Naples, manage a 

yaung~ 
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Pflr. Ay, ~at's aeoIt. indeed 1, for he doth nothing 

but talk of hIs horfe ; and he makes It a great appropria
tion to his own good parts. that he can llioe him himfelf: 
I am mucheafraid my lady his mother play'd falfe with a 
fmith. 

Ner. Then, is,there the county Palatine·. 
Por. He doth' nothing but frown; as who fuould fay, 

Af you 'Will not have me, ,booje: he hearl merry tales, 
and {miles not: I fear, he will prove the weeping phi
lo{~pher when he grows old, being [0 full of unman~l'ly 
fadnefs in his youth. I had rather be married to ~ath" 
head with a bone in his mouth, than to either of there. 
God defend me from thefe two! 

Ner. J-Iow fay you by t1!e French lord, Monfieur Le 
Bon? 

Por. God made him, and therefore Jet him pars for a 
man. In truth, I know it is a fin to be a mocker; But .. 
he ! why, he hath a hor[e better than the Neapolitan's; 
a better bad habit of frowning than the count Palatine: 
he is every man in no man: if a throftle 5 fing, he falls 
fl:raight a capering; he will fence with his own Ihadow : if 
l.h.lld mau; him, Illiouid marry twenty huIbands: If 

j'UUl'tl A' .\:I\ll(l~ a1ru1 .fu:~..,. .hm~ A~ruI.a..-.Y· a'lI'.m.1nMP./l; JlJu~maI'
fuip; to hold teftons or reals under his knees and toes fo faft as if they 
h~ been nay led there, and all to /hew his fure, tleady, and unll'loveable 
lltting."· MALONE. 

3 Ay, that'. Ii colt, in/ml,] Celt i. uCed for a witlefs, heady, gay 
young Iter, wheRce the phrate ufed of an old man too juvenile, that he 
1I:i1l retains his colt'. tooth. See Htr.rJ PIlI. JOHNSON. 

" _ " tbere the county Palatine.] I am always indin~d to believe. 
tl. Shakfpeare has mOre allufions to particular facts and perlolli tha" 
his adeTs commonly fuppofe. The count here mentioned was, per
haps, lbertus a Lafeo, a Poli/h Palatine, who vifited England in our 
author time, was eagerly eareHed, and fplendidly entertained; IUlt 
running debt, at laft frole away, and endeavoured to repair his for
tune by eJ -hantment. JOHNSON. 

County a;,d Count in old language were fynonymoulo_The Count 
Alafw 'was;n London in 1583. M,U.ONX. 

, _ if a throlHe-] Old Copie_ralfe!. Corrected by Mr. Pope. 
The thrafll., the thrUih. The word occurs again, jn A MiJJlIl'll1IItI! 
,Nil.bt's Dual' 

" The tbrq,Rle with hIs note fo tt_. M A L()}I~. 

he 
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he would lefpift me, I woald forgive him ~ for ifhC' love 
me to mainefs, I {hall never requite hlm. 

Ner. What fay you then to Falllconbtidge, the yoWl, 
haron of England f . 

Por. You know, I fay nothing to him; for he under .. 
ftands not me, nor I him: he ha.th lfeither Latin, FrenGh, 
nor Italian 6; and you will .:oI1le into· the court and 
{wear, that I have a poor pennyw~rth in the EngIiIh. Me 
is a proper man's piaure 7; But, alas! who can converfe 
with..iL4umb fhow f How oddly he is fuited! I think, 'he 
boug~ doublet in Italy, his round ho(e in France. 
his bonnd in Germany, and his behaviour every 
where. 

Ner. What think you. of tM Scottilh lord 8, hiR neigh. 
bour! 

Por. That he hath a neighbourly charity in hi~; for 
he borrow'd a box of tht ear of the Englifhman, and fwore 
he would pay him again. when he was abl~: I think, the 
Frenchman became his furety 9. and {cal'a under for an
other. 

Ncr. How like you the young German I, the duke of 
Saxony's nephew? 

Por. Very vilely in the morning, when he is (obero 
and moft vilely in the afternooll, when he is drunk: when 

6 _ h. batb ntither Latin, Frtncb, nor Italian;] A ratire on Kle 
ignorance of the young EngJjJh travellers in our author's time. WAR;S. 

7 _ a proper man', piElurc;] One of the fenfes of pr'per in our au
thor's time was bandfome. In Stowe's Sur",,, of Lontfon, quarto, 1598, 
we meet with" a faireproptr church" in almoft every page. See alfo 
\701.1. p. ISO. MALONlt. 

B _ Scotti/h lord,] ScottiJh. which is in the quarto, was om;~ 
ill the firft fGlio, for fear of giving offence to king J amCb' S cov .try
m~n. THEOBALD. 

9 I tbink, the Frmcbmall hetame hb furtty,l Alluding to y,e COn

ftant affiftance, Or rather con!l:ant promifes of affiftance. that ~ , French 
,ave the Scots in their quarrels with the EngJiJh. This alli~!c~ is here 
humouroufly fatirized. WAR BUR TON. 

I HDW like you the young German, Bee.] III Shakfpeare's time thtt 
~like ofB.!varia viti ted London, and was made knight of the gat·er. 

ferllaps in this enumeration of Portia's fll~{"brs, ther~~nay be (ome 
covert aUuuon 10 \hoC, of queen Elinqeth. ]OJlNSON. 

be 
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:he -ill heft, he is a little wone than a man; and when he 
is wori't., he is litt1e better than a beaft: an the worft fall 
that ever fell. I hope, I fhall make fhift to go without 
aim. 

Ner. If he fuould offer to choofe, and choofe the right 
cafket, you fhould refufe to perform ymlr father's will, if 
you fhould refufe to accept him. 
,Por. Therefore, for fear of the worft, I. pray thee, fet 

a deep glafs of Rheniih wine on me co •. trary calket: for, 
if'the devil be within, and that temptation with,9ut, I 
know he will choofe it. I will do any thing, N,ritra, ere 
1 will be marry'd to a fpunge. . • 

Ner. You need not fear, hdy, the Eving anyofthefe 
lords; .hey have acquainted me with their determina
tions: which is indeed, to return to their home, and 10 
trouble you with no more fuit; unlefs YI)U may be won by 
fome other fort than YOUT father's impofition, depending 
on th.e calkets. 

Por. If I live to be as old as SibylIa, I will die as 
chafie as Diana. unlefs I be obtained by the manner of 
my father's will: r am glad this parcel of wooers are fo 
~nable; for there is not one among them but I dote 
on his very abfence, and I pray God grant them a fair 
departure.. ' 

Ner. Do you not remember, lady, in your father's 
t'\me, a Venetian, a fcholar, and a loldier, that came 
hither in company of the M::trq.is of Montferrat ? 

Por. Yes, )Its, it was Balfanio; as I think, fo was he 
,all'd. 

~
Ner. True, madam; he, of" the men tbt eve. 

III fooliih eyes look'd upon, was the beft deferving " 
fair lady. 
p~ I remember him well; and I remember him wor~ 

thy ot,\hy praife.-How now! what news? 

Enter a Sfr<Vt1nt. 

Sct'<V. The four l1:rangers feek for you, madam, to take 
their lea"\.: and there is a fure~runner come from a fifth, 
the princlI of Morocco; who brings word, the prince, 
his mafrer, will be here to-night. 

P~r. 
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Por. If I could bjd the lifth welcome with fo ~ 

heart as I ~an bid the other fOUl" fatewel, I fuould. be glad 
of his appr9ach: if he have the Fondition .. of a fa~nt. 
and the complexion of a de"il, I had t:ather'he ihould 
Jhrive me than wive me. Come, Nerifta.-Sirrah, go 
before.-Whiles we {hut die gAte upon one wooer, !ln~ 
Other knocks at the door. [Exeunt. 

SeE N E IIi , 
Venice. A PUb/iell Place. 

~ElZter BASSANlo-a"d SHYLOCK. 

Shy. Three thoUand duca.ts(-well • 
.RaJ!. J\y, fir, for three months. 
Sl'.!. For three months,-we1l. 
RaJ!. For the which, as I told you, Anthonio {hall be 

'bound. 
Shy. Anthonio !hall become bound,-well. 
BaJ!. May Y0lt ftcad me? Will you pleafure me? ShaH 

I know your anfwer ? 
Sb,. TllTce thoufand ducats, for three months, and An-

thonIO bound. 
Baff. Your anfwer to that. 
Shy. Anthonio is a good man. 
BaJ!. Have you heard any imputation to the conti ar~ P 
Shy. Ho, no, no, no j-my meaning, in faying he is'~ 

good man, is to have you~underftand me, that he is (uffi~ 
~ient: yet his means are in fuppofit.ioll : hl hath an argofy 
bound to Tripolis, allOther to tbe Indies; I .:nderftand 
moreover upon t'he Rialto, he hath a. third at Mexico,.. 
fourth far England,-and other ventures he hath, fql):~
der'd abroad; But fuips are but boards, failors but r:len : 
there be land rats, and water rats, water thiev~, and 
land thieves; I mean, pirates; and then, ther~ i5 the 
peril of waters, winds, and rocks: The man is, hatwith
fulllding, fufiicient :-three thoufandducats j-I thi.1.k, I 
may take his bond. 

a" _ tb. corulition ..... ) i. c. the t¢m'ptT, qualities. ~), in Qlb,lID: 
If _andthen,offo gentle a 'OtdltWIl/" MALONE. 

BaJ!. 
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'B4' Be alrured, you may. 
8by. t will be aifured.. I may; and, that I may be ar~ 

Cured. I vtill bethink me: May I fpeak with Anthonio? 
Raffo II it pleafe you to dine with us. 
Sby. Yes, to fmeH pork; to eat of the habitation which 

your prophet~ ~he Nazarite. conjured the devil into'. 
I will buy with you, fell with you, talk with you, walk 
",ith you, and fo following; but I will not eat with you, 
drink with you, nor pray with you. What news on the 
Rialto i'-Who is he comes here i' 

Ritter ANTHONIO. 

Baf!. This is figniol Anthonio. 
Sby. [gjide. ] How like! fawning publican he looki I 

I hate Itim for he is a chriftian ; 
But more, for that, in low nmpliciLY, 
He lend's Out money gratis, and brings down 
The rate ofufance here with us in Venice. 
If I can catch him once upon the hip 4-, 

J will feed fat the ancient grudge 1 bear him. 
He hates our facred nation; and he rails; 
~u there where merchants moil: do congre~atej 
'Un me, my bargains, and my well-won chnft. 
Which he calls interell:: Curfed be my tribe. 
If I forgive him I 

.HajJ. Shylock, do you hear? 
Shy. I am debating of my pr.fent flare; 

And, by the near guefs of my memory, 
I cannot inftantly raife up the groi5 
Of full three thoufand ducats: What of that r 
T~al, a wealthy Hebrew of my tribe, 

1 _ 'Wbkb your prophet, the Nazaritc, conjured the dtvil ;nt9 :) 
Perhaps th~re is no charatl:er throllgh allShakfpeare, drawn with more 
{pirit, an,,~uft difcrimination, than Shylock's. His language, allu~ 
/ions, and keas, are every where fo appropriate to a Jew, that Shylock: 
mIght beexhiLit.d for an examplar ot that peculiar people. HENLEY. 

"" _ catch LIm one' I,pan tbe bl/,> J A phrafe taken from the prattice 
of wrelllers. ~HN&ON' 

This is an a lion to the anglll's thus laying hold on Jacob when he 
wreflied with h • See Gen. xxxii. 1.4. &e. HJ:NLJ:V. 

VOL.lII. c Will 
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Will nanilh me: But foft; How 1flany months 
Do you deure i-Rei! you fair, good ngnior; 

, [!to AlIITHOJ< ,p. 
Your worlhip was the taft: man in -our mouths. 

All!. Shylock, albeit I neither le,nd nor borrow .. 
By taking, nor by giving ot e:n:e[s, 
Yet, to {upply the ripe wants of ~y fnena' .. 
I'll break a cuJloo :-15 he yet pttfi"efs'd, 
How much you would r 

8hy . .../:.y, ay, three thoufand ducats. 
Ant. i'!ii;1d for three months. 
Shy. I hId forgot,--three months, you told me ro, 

Well then, your bt>..nd; and, let me fee,-But htar you; 
Methought. you [aid, you nei.her lend, nor borrow .. 
Upon advantage. 

Ant. I do never ufe it. 
8lty. When Jacob graz'd his uncle Laban's fheep.

This Jacob from our holy Abraham was 
(As his wife mother wrought in his behaU) 
The third poffdfor; ay, he was the third • 

.dltt. And what of him ( did he take intere4? 
Shy. No, not take intereft; not, as you would fax&..._ 

l)lle'etlJ\n'ten:~ ~ ID"al'l1. w'n.a't )a~oo ~h. 
When Laban and himfelf were compromi~d. 
That all the eanlings 6, which were ft:realt"d. and p}'.~~ 
Should fall as Jacob's hire, the ewes, being rank. 
In end of autumn turned to the rams: 
And when the work of generation was 
Between thefe wooly breeders in the aa, 
The fkilfullhepherd peel'cl me certain wands 1 ~ 
And. in the doing of the deed of kind " 

S -tIHripe wants of IIIj /ru,nJ,] Ript'Wllfttl are want. ~OfN' to tPI 
bright, wanta that can hue no longer delay. Perhaps we might read"'" 
,.ife Ylllmlf, wants that come thick upon him, JOHNSON. _ 

Rife is, ll!elieve, th~ true reading. So afterwards: ' 
" Butftay the yery "ping ofth~ time." MAI-ONJ:. 

6 _ tbe eanlings,l Lambs jult dropt; from '411, niti. Mus<l"'.v~ 
>''''! - ttrtllin ,",,,,,Ji,) A. wand In ollr author' time W;jS tile \It'u 
~ for what we now call aj'lJlit(b. • .... LONS 

» --uj kiA4,J i. c. of 1P.tilJ;.. C01.I.111h 
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He lluck them up before the fulfome ewes 9 ; 

Who, then coneeiving, did in eaning time 
Fall party .. qplour'd lambs, and thore were J acoh's. 
This was a way to thrive. and he was ble11:; 
And thrift is bleffing, if men 11:eal it not . 

.Ant. This was a venture, fir, that Jacob fcrv'd for ; 
.~ thing not in his power to bring to pafs, 
B"ll fway'd, and falhion'd, by the hand of heaven. 
Was this inferted to make interefi good 1 
Or is your gold, and fiiver, ewes and rams? 

Shy. I cannot tell; I make it breed as faft r 

But note me, fignior • 
.Ant. Mark you this, Balfanio. 

The devit can cite fcripture fOf his purpofe. 
An evil {oul, producing holy witnefs, 
Is like a villain with a fmiling cheek; 
A goodly apple rotten at the heart: 
0, wMt a goodly out fide falfilood hath 2, ! 

Shy. Three thoufand ducats,-'tis a good round fum. 
Three months from twelve, then let me fee the rate . 

.Ant. Well, Shylock, thall we be beholden to you ~ 
• -8lry. Pignior Anthonio, many a time and oft 
In the R:alto you have rated me 
About my monies~ and my ufances 3 : 

Still 

, - the fuJ{ome I!'UW;J FulJome, I beJreve, in this inlhnce, me.nj 
lafcivious, ob{cene. In the play of lr[,,/ecffis tbt Turk, Madam Ful. 
Iome a Bawd is introduced. The word, however, iOI"~t;,,,es lignifie • 
• ffenfive in {mell. It is likewife ufed by Shakfpeare in K. John, ~;;, 
"I-~pre{ ~lome quality otfenfive to nature: 

" "'nd fro!, this gap of breath Withfuifom. duO:." STE :tV£)oIS. 
Minlheu {uppofes it to mealln4uftolll in fo high a degree as to excitt 

vomiting. MALONE. 

1 -I make it brted as faft: J So, in our author'S Pettus and Adonis: 
" Foul cank'ring ruft tlile hidden tteafure frets; 
" But gold that'. put to ufe more gold begm." MAL ON E. 

1. 0, wbat a goodly ou/fide rallhood hatb '] FalJebood, which as trulf> 
means honejlJ, is ~aken here for trtacb".y and kndvery, does not ffand 
for falJbood in geT,"al, but for the dHhonefty now operating. Jo IINSO". 

3 - tlJy urance' :] UJance in our author's time, 1 believe, lignified 
intire} ojmanej. t has been already uf.d in this play in that fenfe : 

C :!o " H~ 
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Still have I borne it with a patient Ihrug 4 ; 

For fufferance is the badge of all , our tribe: 
You c:1.11lIle-mifueliever, CJt.throat dog. 
And fpit upon my Jewilh ~aberdine, 
And all for ufe of that whlch is mine own. 
Well then, it now appears, you need my,help: 
Gd to then; you come to me, Jlnd you fay, 
Shylock s, 'We '1AJould have mo.~id; You fay [0 ; 
You, that did void your rheum upon my beardl 

And f;:-"t me, as you Cpurn a ll.ranger cur 
Over yo~- threfhol<.l; monies is your fuit. 
What !hould I fa'y to you? Should I not fay. 
Hal h a dog mOllty? i! it pojJi,ile, 
A (ltl ' {an Jend three thou/aNi duea!!? or 
Shalll bend low, and in a bondman's key, 
With 'bated breath, and whifpering humblenefs, 
Say this,-Fair Sir, .you /pit 0 11 me on wednefday la/l ; 
You '!purll'd me filch a day; another ,'Iflle 

Y Oft call'd me-dog; alld for thife {curtefta 
l' illend )'011 thus much m()llies. 

Ani. i am as like to call thee fo again, 
To {pit on thee again, to fpurn thee too. 
lf thou wilt lend this money, lend it no!: 
As to thy friends; (for when did friend!hip take 
A breed for barren metal of his friend 6 ?) 

« He lends out montf gratis, and brings down 
.. The ralc of 4an(O with us here in Venice •• 

ilut 

Again in a fubfequent part, he fays, he will take" no doil of uJa"" 
(or h is monies." H<;re it mull: mean '"I"cft. MAL~NJ:. 

4 S,df haovt J hornt it 'WI'l, a patunt Jhrug; 1 So, in Marlowe', Jt'W 
tf I11alta, (written .nd .trod before l593,) plinted in r633: 

" J learn'd in Florence how to kif, my hand, 
" lIMvt up my jh6ulJers When they call me dogg.... MAL~N!:. 

S Sb,riocl.] Onr author, as Dr. Farmer informs me, tQok the nlme 
of his Jew from an old pamphlet entitled, " Caleb Shilhckc, h.s PN
phefie, or the Jewes Preditrion." London, printed for T. P. (Thoma. 
Pavyet.) No d.tr. &TEEVENS. 

6 A brred for barren ",ttal of hi, {ritnd? J A Imtd, that is intereft 
money bred from the principal. 1Iy the epithet harren, ('Ie author 
would in/hua UJ in the _rgulllepc On which the advo< \tes aga;nll: urury 
\Yent, whl.:h is thi~ i that nloncy i, ajllrren. thing, lnd ,annat, like 

'Orn 
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But lem'i:it rather to thine enemy; 
Who if he "reak, thou may'tl with better face 
Exact the penalty. 

Shy. Why, look you, how you ftorm ! 
I would be frien~s with you, a)td have your love, 
~'orget the ihames that you have ftain'd me with, 
~pply your prefent wants, and take na doit 
Of I,lfance for my mpnies, and you'll not hear me : 
This is kind I olfer. 

Altt. This were kindnefs. 
Shy. This killdne/s will I lbow:-

Go with me to a not:!r)" feil me there 
Your lingle bood; and, 10 a merry fport, 
If yc.u repay me not on fueh a day, 
In fuch a place, fueh fum, or fums, a5 ~re 
Exprefs'd in the condition, let the forfeit 
lJe nominated for an equal pound 
Of your fair fIeih, to be eut olf and taken 
In what part of your body plea1eth me. 

Ant. Content, in 'faith; I'll feal to fueh a bond, 
. And fay, theI~ is mueh kindnefs in the Jew. 

BafT. You fuall not feal to fuch a bond for me, 
I'll rather dwell in my neceffity 7. 

Altt. Why I f"aI not, man; I will not forfeit it ; 
'W'\.thin thefe two months, that's a month before 
This bond rxpires, I do expeet 'eturn 
Of thrice three times the value of this bond. 

Shy. 0 father Abraham, what theft Chriftians are; 
W hafe awn hard dealings teaches them fufpeet 

corn and cattle, multiply itfelf. And to fet oil' the abfurdity of thIs 
ki~ofu(ury, he put breed and barren in oppofltion. WARBUt.TON. 

J!I\-. Warburton very truly interprets' this palf.se. Old Meres fay •• 
" Ufurie and encreafe by gold and Giver is unlawful, becaufe againl1: 
nature; nature hath m .. de them J1trill and bllrren, and ufutic makes 
themprOCy£ a!T'lJt." FAR.M~R. ~ 

Thus both the qU.lrto pnnted by Rubert" alld that by Heyet, m 
1600. The folio has-a breed oJ. MALON!:. 

7 _ dwell.n my nwJlity.] To dwell (eems in this pl"e to mean the 
fame as to eonti"e. To abide has botll the (tnfes of babllamn and eQn
';r;llanct. ]OH'jON, 

C 3 The 



u MERCHANt' OF VENICE. 
The thoughts of others! Pray yoil, tell me this t 
If he fhould break his day, wilat fhould I gai~ 
By the exaCtion of the forfeiture e 
A pound of man's fiefh, taken from a man. 
Is not [0 eftimable, profitable neither, . 
As flelhofmuttons, beefs, or ~oat5. I fay. 
To buy his favour, I extend dus friepdlhip: 
If he will take it, [0; if not, adieu; 
And, for my love, I pray YOIl, wrong me not. 

Allt. ~s, Shylock, I will real unto this bond. 
Shy. Tlen meet me forthwlth at the notary's C 

Give him direCtfun for this I\'erry bond, 
And I will go and purfe the ducats fhaight; 
See to my haufe, left in the fearful guard a 
Of an unthrifty knave; and prefently 
I will be with you. (Exit. 

Ant. Hie tnee, gentle Jew.-
This Hebrew will turn Chriflian; he grows kind. 

BaJ1. I like not fair terms 9, and a villai.n's mind. 
Ant. Come on; in thi, there can be no difmay, 

My fhips come home a mouth before the day. (Exeu1lt. 

ACT II. seE N E I. 
Belmont. A koom ifl Portia's H?ufe. 

F louriJh of Cornet s. Enter the Prince of lVIorocco·. ami his 
train; POIlTIA, NERISSA, and other of her attendalltJ. 

Mor. Miflike me..not for my complexion, 
The fhadow'd liverydthe hurnifh'd fun, 

8 _ left ;11 the fearful guarrl Sec. J Fel1rful guard, is a guard that is 
not to be trufted, but gives caufe of fear. To f,ar was a"cicntly to 
give as well as jttlterro",'S, JORNSON. 

SO, in K. Ht"ry IV. P. I. 
"Amightyandaj,arjulheadtheyare." STEEVEN;. 

!l 1 like "or fair terms,] Kind words, ,<>cd language. JOHNSON. 
, The old ibge.direClion enjlljns that the Prin~e (d Iiis followers 

t/tGuld be all dreis'd in white. M~X.ON E. 

To 



MER.CHANT OF VENICE. 
To whom L am a neighbour. and near bred. 
Bring me.tbe faireft creature northward born. 
Where Phrebus' fire {cAree thaws the ilides, 
And let us make incifion for your love, 
To prove who(e blood is reddeit, his, or mine~. 
I tell thee, lady, this afpea of mine 
~ath fear'd the va)iant 1; by my 'love, I fwear, 
The beft-regarded virgins of our clime 
Have lov'd it too: I would not change this hue. 
Except to tical your thoughts, my gentle qued. 

PDr. In tenns of choice I am not folelv 14" 
By nice direCtion of a maiPen's eyes: 
Befide., the lottery of my defr.iny 
Bars me the right of voluntary choofing : 
But, if my father had not {canted me, 
And hedg'd me by his will 4, to yield myfelf 
HislWife, who wins me by that' means I told you, 
Ynurfelf, renowned prince, then ftood as fair. 
A~ any comer I have look'd on yet, 
For my affeCtion. 
, Mor. Even for that I thank you; 

Therefore, I pray you, lead me to the ca/kets, 
To try my fortune. By this fcimitar,-
Tl!at new the Sophy s, and a Pernan prince, 
'fhat web three fields of Sultan Solyman,-

I would 

.. '1'. prove 'WhoJ, hlood ~ reddeft, hil, ... ",i"t. ] To underftand how 
the tawny prince, 'whofe favage dignity is very well fupp3rted, mean. 
to recommend himfelf by this challenge, it mutt be remembered tn . t 
,'od blood is a traditionary fign of courage: Thus Macbeth calls one of 
his frighted foldier., a liUy-liver-'J lown j again, in this pia}, cowards 
are faid to bave liveTl af white a, milk j ano! an effeminate and timo
fOUS man is termed a millJOJ. J"H)l60N. 

3 Hatb fear'd the valiant;] J. e. ttrrifY'd. To .fear i. often ufed by 
oUIold writ' fs, in this fenfe. So, in K. H.II? vl. P.llI. 

" For Warwick was a bugthatjear'Ju, all." STEXVENS. 

~ee Vol . II. p.25. MALONE. 
4 And h,Jg ' d me by bi, wit-) I (uppore we may fafely read: and 

hedi'JmehJ~"S Will' Confinedmeltyhiswill. JOHNSON. 
) 'fbat jl, the Sopl), &c. ] Shakfpeare {.Idom efcapes well when he 

i . entangled w h geography. The prince of Morocco mua have t r~
wdlcdfarto k' the SophyofPtrGa. JOHNSON. 

C ... It 



~4- ME.RC HANT·O f.' V EN! el. 
I would out-flare the frernell: eyes that look~ 
Out-brave the heart mof!: daring on the earth. 
Pluck the young fucking cubs from the lhe bear~ 
Yea, mock the lion when he roars for prey, 
To win thee, lady 6: But, alas the while t 
If Hercules, and Lichas, play at d.ice 
Which is the better man~ the greater throw 
May turn by fortuae from the weaker hand: 
So is Alcides beaten by his page 7 ; 

And fo m~ I, blind fortune leading me. 
Mi{; that ~..jch one ur.worthier may attain~ 
And die with grje~ing. 

Par. You mull take your rh;tnce; 
And either not attempt to choo{e at alI, 
Or {wear, before you choofe,-ifyou choofe wrong, 
Never to {pllak to Jady afterward 
In way of marriage; therefore be advis'd '. 

Mol'. No~ will not; come. bring me unto my chance. 
Por. Firfl, forward to the temple; after dinner 

Your hazard (hall be made. 
Mar. Good fortune then! 

To make me bleil, or cUffed'it among ml!n. 

$ C ENE II. 
Venice. A Street. 

Enter La~ncelot Gobbo. 

[ Comets. 
[ExeulII. 

£aNIZ. Certainly, my confcience will fervc me to run 
from thii Jew my mailer: The fiend is at mine elbow; 

It were well, if Shakfpeare had never .nta"g!ed himfelf 'With gto!}"a
phy WOlfe than in the prefent cafe. If the prInce of Morocco be IUp
pored to have fLrved in the army of Cultan Soliman (the Jtcv~d, for in
fiance,) 1 fcc n() K"graphlcal objection to hiS having killed the Sophi of 
Perth. See D Herb,lot in SO/lmJn Bin Sellm. TVRWRI TT 

6 'To win thee, lady;J The old copies read-th( lady. Co .... eCled by 
Mr. Pope. MALol'E.. 

7 $. IS Alced" beaten by his page; 1 The old copies read-by hi. 
r4g(' The emend.tion is Mr. '1 hcobaJd'o. Lichas was the :''''y by 
whom Dei"mra fent In envenomed {hire to Hercule •• ~"LON". 

5 _ rherif.re beadvis'd. J Therdore be cot precipitant, ('onlide~ well 
whatwe are to do. Ad1m'd ii the word oppof.te to raJ11 JOHNSON. 

;.nd 



M:i:RCHANT OF ~E NI C~. "i 
and te1l1pts me, faying to me, Gobbo, Launcelot Gl&!Nt , 
goad Launcelot, or good fTOQ{,o, ()r good Laullcdot Go!JhfJ: 
11ft your lels .lll/te I he flart, run a<w~: My confcience 
fays,-nO's take heed, hOJJeji LtlMRcciot; take heed, hOl1eft 
GoMo; or, as aforefaid. hene.! Launcelnt Gohbo; do /fat' 
(U11; jcrJrlr' r'tnnin$ <with 'Jb.1 bee!..l1: Well, the moB: 
,,\urageous fiend bids me pack ~ '!Jia! fays the fiend ~ 
away! fays the fiend. for tbe, heu'vms 1; rOlift up a 
brave mind. fays the liend. and run, 'Well, my con
{cience, hanging about the neck of my her.Tt, ~ys very 
wifely to me,-~ honeft friend Launcelot, beitiJ'an bOn#ft 
man's fim,--or rather an honeft woman~ fon ;-fur. in~ 
deed, l11l father did fometlting fmack. fomething grotY' 
to, he had a kind of tail:e ;-weU~ my confdence fa.ys.
Launcelot, budge mJt; budge, fay the fiend; budge mJt .. , 
fays my confcience: Confcience. fay I, youtounfel wen" ' 
fiend. fay I, you counfel well: to ~ ruled by my confci.: 
f'nee, I fuould ilay with the Jew my mailer, who.~ God 
blefs the mark, is a kind of devil; and, to run away 
from the Jew, I fhou~d be ruled by the fiend, who. faving 
rour reverem.e, is the devil himfelf: Certainly, the Jew 
-IS-tne very devil incarnation; and, in my confc.ience. 
my confcience is but a kind of hard confcience, to offer 
to counfel me to Ilay with the Jew: The fiend gives the 
m~re friendly counfcI; I will run. fiend; my heels are 
<?-t your l.Ommandment. I will r\iJll. 

9 - Jeorn running 'With thy hetls; J Mr. St«tve/ls pro\,ofrs til read ant! 
point thllll :_" {corn runnmg; <WIthe thy heels; I, •• ronnUt them 
with a 'Withe (a bandmadeofozicrs) as the legs ofcattlc areharuf~reci' 
in (orne count,es to prevent their ftrJggling from home. 60 Chapman i 

" TiIll of curious oziels did imply 
" A 'lUI/h. a fathom long, with which his feete 
" I made together in a f .... e league meet." 

I perceive no need of alteration. The pleonali:n appears to me con_ 
'illen! WIth tlte general tenour of I.auncelot's fpeeLh. He hadjuft be. 
fore exrrefled tho f"me thing in three different ways :_" Ufo your 
kgs; take tl.e itart; run away." MALONE. 

I _ away' faY' the jitnd, for the heavens;] i. e. Begone to the 
he.vens. ~o ',ain, in Much ai. allout Nothing: "So I deliver lip my 
~pel, [to the i,.,d,j ane a'''''''J to St. Pew,for the b.Q'/J(nJ." MALONa. 

Enter 



«6 'MERCHANT OF VENICE. 

Enter old Gobbo'l, 'With a haj/at. 
GIJ~. Mafter, yvung man, you, I pray yo~; which is 

tht way to mailer Jew's 1 
"Laun. r t!ftde.) 0 heaven$, this is my truc.be&otten 

fa,ther! who, being more than fand-blind, high-graver 
bUild, knows me not :-1 will try tonclufions 3 with hiI.'. 

Goh. Maller young gentleman, 1 'pray you, which is the 
way to mafier Jew's 1 

Laun .\,jurn up on your right hand 4, at the next turn
ing, but,~ the next turning of all, on your left; marry, 
at the very next'!urning, turn of no hand, but turn down 
indireCtly to the Jew's houfe.-

Gob. By God's fonties 5, 'twill be a hard way to hit. 
Can you tell me whether one Launcelot, that dwells with 
him, dwell with him, or no? 

Lal.lll. Talk you of young maficr Launcelot l-M2rk: 
me now; [aft;e.} now wilt I raife the waters :-Talk you 
of young mailer Launcelot? 

Gob. No mafier, fir, but a poor man's fon; his father, 
though 1 fay it, is an honcll exceeding poor man, and, 
God be thanked, well to live. -, 

.. Entrr old Gobbo,] It may be inferred from the rame of Gohbo. 
that Sh"kfpe3Ie dciigncd this ch.lf .. aer to be reprefentcn with a hu",. 
~ack. STEEVENS • 

.. -try co.c1ujions) To tryc~nclujions i. to try experiment!. STltkV. 

SoquartoR._Q!;!artoH. and folio read--c'''iujiOlH. MALONI!: • 
... 'rum "1' on your rij:bt band, &c. ) This arch and perplexed direc

tion to puzzle the enquirer, (eems to imitate that of Syru5 tCl Demea in 
the Brotbers of Terence, 

" --- ub, edt pr4'ftrieris, 
" Ad IiniOoram h.c reaa platea: ubi ad Dian{/' vlner;s, 
" ]/0 ad dextrdm, prius guam ad portam venias, &c, THI!:OD. 

- God', Jonties,l I know n'Ot ex.CUy of what oath this is a Lorrup_ 
tion. 1 mret with Goa's fa"ty in Decker's J!O/lejl ",'bore, 163):
Again, in 'T b, {,ng" tbou Itvtjl, tbe mlY' Fool tbou ""t, a comedy, .,1. l. 
without d.lle, 1'< rhaps it w~s once cuftomary to fwear by the f".tf, 
i. e. ,,,,,/rl. of the Supreme Being. Oaths of fuch a turn arc not In· 

frequent aman!; UUI ancient writers. All, however, fcem to have been 
(0 thoroughly con.incrd of the crime "f proph.nr [wetrlng, that Ih.y 
were contt.:nt to ditruil(" their meaning by -:.!JIHc,iati 1'1 'I,\- hkh W~T~ 
permitted :!lcntly to terminate in irrenlcdia~le corruptlQ s. ST ~ E vt: J'". 

La/tri. 



'~f.lUtCHANT OF VENICE. "7 
Laull. Well. let his father be what he will, we talk of 

you.ng m~er Launcelot. 
Go/'. Yollt. worfuip's friend, and Laungelot, fir '. 
Lalm. But I pray you ergo, old man, ~rg(}, I befeeth 

you; Talk YOll of young maller Launcelot? 
Gob. Of Launcelot, an't pleafe your mafterfuip. 
Lattn. Ergo, mailer Launcelot; talk not of mafter 

Launcelot, father; for the young gentleman (according 
to fates and deftinies, and fuch odd f.lyings. the fifter. 
three. and (uch branches of learning.) is. j;.ftleed. de. 
ceafed; or. as YOIl would fay, in plain tdms, gone to 
heaven. t 

Gob~ Marry, God forbid! the boy was the very ftaff 
of my age, my very prop. 

Lautt . Do I look like a cudgel, or a hovel-poft, a flaW. 
or a prop ?-Do you know me, father 1 

OM. Alack the day, I know you not. young gentle
man : but, 1 pray you, tell me, is my boy, (God reft hi, 
foul l) alive, or dead? 

L ar<n . Do you not know me, father? 
Go". Alack. fir, I am ia'nd-bJind, I know you not. 
LtIlllt. Nay, llldecd, i(you had vour eyes, you might 

fai I of the knowing me: It is a wile father, that knows 
his own child. Well, old man, I will tell you news of 
,,-(Jur fon: Give me your hIe/ling: truth will come to 
light; murder cannot be hi<P long, a man's fon may; 
but, in the CT\d, tHuh will out. 

Gob . Pray YOll fir, frand up.; I am fure, you' are not 
Launcelot my hoy. 

L ali ll. Pray you, let's have no more fooling about it. 
but give me your bleffing 7 .; I am Launcelot, your boy 
that was, your fon that i~, your child that /hall be 6. 

GOb. 
6 _ and Lauocelof, fir.] i. e. plain LauncrJot; and not, ai you 

term him, maJlf,..Launcd()t~ MAt l·N.!:. 

7 _ g,ve me yur tl1fi"g;) In this (OllVere"tion betIVtcn Launcelot and 
hi s bliud t J ther, there are he'luent referen.es to the deception pra8ifed 
un tht: blindnef, ,of Ifaac, and the blelling obtai ned In contcquellle 
of it. HEl .. ti.\. 

S -JOllY ,,',id ,I'ar f oal! be.] Laun~elot probably here indulges him
Cr.lfin t~lklOgllOnlenre . So attcrwa"l~ :-'! you rr..} tell C\ Cl} tinger 

" . J h:"c 



2.S l\(]HtCHANT OF VEN1C$. 
"Go'" 1 ca:tl1'iot think, you are my fan. 

(.4ffIt~"r know not what I 1hall think of that: But l 
am ~a.Wlcelot. the Jew's man; .. nd, I am fure.~gery, 
~l'"1flfe. ia my mother . 

• ~. Her name is Margery, indeed: l'll be fworn, if 
~ be Launcelot, thou art mine own fielh and blood. 
J.Wrd worJhipp'd might he be t what a beard haft thou
,aOt ! thou haft got more hair on tHy chin, thl\n Dobbin 
my phil-harfe has on his tail 9. 

Laun. It Jhould feem then, that Dobbin's tail grow. 
backwar~ am fure, he had more hair of his tail, than 
I have of mJ fact> when I 1aft faw him. 

Cbb. Lord, how art thou changed: .How daft thou and 
thy mafttr agree r I have brought him a prefent; How 
'gree you now? 

talln. Well, well; but, for mine o.,m part, as I have 
ret up my reft to run away, fo I will no, reft till I qalre 
run fame ground; My mafl:er's a very Jt'W; Give hIm a 
prefent! give him II halter; I am famin,' d in his fervice ; 
you may tell every finger I have with my ribs. Father, 
I am glad you are come; give me your prrCent to one 
mafter Baflitnio, who, indeed'gives rare 'H:W Iiveri~ ; 
if I ferve not him, I will run as far !is God ha, any 
ground.-O rare fortune! here comes the man ;-to 
him, father; for I am a Jew, if 1 lcrve the Jew "lid! 
longer. 
Entfr BA ~s A N 10, 'Wzth Lr:oN A Jl. DO, and otber followers. 

Bajf. You may do fo ;-but let it be fo hailed, that 
fupper be ready at the fartheft by five of the cIo..:k: See 

J have with my ribs." An anonymous critick fuprofes, " he mean. 
to fa), 1 .uas your chdd, I am your boy, and Jhall ("- tr I ( ) our fon." 
.But Jon not helng fil (l: mentIOned, but placed III -he mIddle member of 
the fen ten! <, th! rt IS no ground for fuppofing fuch an Inverlion llltend
ed by our .lllthol. Belides; If Launcelot 15 to be [eno(llly defe,ded, 
what WOU I" 1m f.,ht, leun, by bemg told that h. \\ho waS hl~ ci,dd, 
ihallbeh"jnt MA""'E. 

9 _ my ph I holfe} '110,11 or ji!l means the iliafes of a cart or Wlg
gan. ~'E F V r '" s 

All the anCIent copies have phd_horfe, bel' no diaiOl~Y that I ha\e 
met \\lth "c..knowlrdge ... the v ord. Ill'l, 1 am mtorme ; a corruptiof'l 
u(cd In fome countlei for ~e pro~er term, tbill.horfe. h L g r, E. 

there 



MER CtI AN 'I' OF V! NI C l!. .19 
thefe letters deliver'd; put the liveries to making; and, 
ddhe Grat;ano to come anon to my lodging. [Exit a retv. 

Laun. To him. father. 
Gob. {tod blets your worfhip ! 
Raff. Gramercy; Would'II: thou aught with me? 
Gob. Here's my fon, fir. a poor boy,-
Laun. Not Ii poor boy, fir, but the rich Jew's man; 

'hat would, fir, as my father fuall fpecify ,-
Goh. He hath a great infection, nr, as one would r~y, 

toferve-
Lalln. Indeed, the Jhort and the' long is, j rerve the 

Jew, and have a defire, as my father {hall ¥tify,
Goh. His mailer and he (faving YOlW worthip's reve

rence) tilre fcarce cater-cmftins : 
LauJt. To be brief, the very truth is, that the Jew 

having done me wrong, doth caufe me, as my fatI1e,l) 
being I hope an old man, thall frutify unto you,- _ 

Gtib. I have here a dilh of doves. that I would heftolrl 
upon Jour worlhip; and my fuit is,- r 

La:m. In very brief, the fuit is impertinent to myfel!, 
as your worfhip Ihall know by this honell old man; and, 
though I (ay it, though old man, yet, poor man, my father. 
o. '1J(/Jf. One fpeak for both ;-What would you r 

Loun. Serve you, fir. 
Goh. This is the very defea of the matter, fir. 

• Ba.Jf. I know thee well, thou haft obtain'd thy {uit: 
ShyJotk, thy mafter, fpoke wiWl me this day, 
And hath preferr'd thee; ifit be preferment, 
To leave a I ich jew's fervice to becoIlle 
The follower of fa poor a gentleman. 

Lel1m. The old proverb is very well parted between my 
mafier Shylock and you, fir; you have the grace of God, 
fil, and he hath enough. 

E if. Thou fpeak'it it well: Go, father, with thy fon: 
Talc leave ot thy old malter, and enquire 
My lodgmg cut .-Give him a livery [to his follower!. 
MOl e guard,.d ' than hili fellows: See it done. 

• - 111'" gua,ded] i. e. more ornamented. STEZVENI. 
Se. Vol. 1,. p.66. MALON1, 

LllIIIJ. 



50 M!IH::,aA NT OIl V'&NICI. 
laun. )lather. in :-1 canuot get a ferv~ee, no;-I 

have ne'er'II. tongu.e in. my head.-Well; [loo4ing on his 
pal1ll.J if any man in Italy have a :airutahle, which doth 
o.ffer t9fwear upon a book-". I ihall have gOQd<fort~ne 3; 

go 

sWell; if 11"1 ",a" in Italy ba'fJe I1ll1iret' taMe, <rpbich dotb cffcr t~ 
fwmr "p", II hook-. J Table I. the palm of the h4nd extended. Launcelot 
c;0rllratu!ates himfeU upon his dexterity and good fOltune, and, in the" 
helpt of his rapture, in[peas his hand, and c¥gratulates himfelf upon 
the felicities in his table. The aCt of expa ~dJJlg hie hand puts him itt 
mind of the action in which the palm i. /hewn, by raifinl: it to lay it all 

the book, in ~dicial atteftationa. 1I!';l4 fays he, 'f any ",an ,. Ita!y 
have a famr-fiIi,.,'l, tbat dotb oJftr to jWtD7 IIpon a book-Here he fiops 
l\Jth dn abtuptnefs \'er1'common, and proceed. to partieul.,s. JOH)o. r. 

Dr. Johnron's ell'planation thus fwr a~pears to me perfealy juft. In 
(uppert of it, it Ihould be remembered, that wbi, h is frequ.ntlj ufed by 
(lur author and his contemporaries, for the per{on,1 pronoun, <abo. It 
h fill! [0 nfcd h our Liturgy. In the Merry W,ve. of W'wdf,r, M", 
~ickly addreilios Fenton III the fame langu~ge as is here ufed by Laun
celot :_" I'll be ['Worn on a book /he lo,e!. you ,n a vulg.rifm tr,,\t is 
IlUW fupel feded by anothr of the fame import-CI I'll take my blble_ 
Oath oftt." Ml\l.ON£. 

Without examinin8 the npofitions of this l'aifage, given by the three 
learned annotators, [Mr. T. Dr. W. and Dr. J.] I !hall briefly fet down 
what appears to me to be the "'hole meaning of it. Launcelot, ap
plauding himfelf for his (ucccfs with Bailanio, and IOt,king into The 
palm of his hand, which h) fortune-tellers is called tbe tahle, brrak, 
out Into tho following reHec1ion, fV.Il: if any man In llaly have ol 

farr" table; wlmb doth oJftr 10 f~v,ar upon a book, 1 foal: bave good 
fortune_i. e. a table, whICh dotb (not only prnr"'f" uut) ".If- to j""ar 
(and to fwear upon a book too) tl.at l/hall blI"" g,.d /.rluIJ •. _(He 
omIt. the condufion of the fentenee ",hich mIght have been) 1 am 
much mrjlal,"; or, l'llbthangcd, &c. TYIlWHITT. 

3 1 foal! La'llc go.d fortur.;] The whole difficulty of thi· paild,;e 
(concernIng whIch there is a great difterence of opinIOn among tl", com
mentato",) alOfe,.5 I conceive, from a word bein~ omItted hy the com. 
politor or tr.nfcrther. 1 am perfu.ded the author" ,,,te-l !hall have n. 
tood fortune, Thefe words, are not, 1 belie;e, connected with" bat goes 
before, but with what follows; and begIn a new [entenc,. Shakfpl.re, I 
think, meant, that L.mncelot, after th:s abrupt fplt'ch-Wd/; if ,,~ 
"'liIn that "ielS to f'u""7 "p.n a book, has a fal'"7 ,,,hI< tian 'IlI"'-tl 
"Ill mud, nl1lhken'l !houJd proceed in tht fame maImer in which 
he began :-" I fh.1i have no g<>od tortune; \Co to; here', .jim!>" 1m" 
of lite' &c." So before: " I cannot get d fen-'Ice, no ;-1 have 111',1' 

a tongue in my head."- And afterward,: "Ala, 1 htteen wIves i$ 
,mbi":." 1he Nurfe,ln Rcm.o and 'lull I, expn'les hcriW ex~aly in 

the 
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go to. here'. a. Ilmple line of life! here's a. fmall triBe 
of wives: Alu, fifteen wives is nothini; eleven widows. 
and nine ma.ids, is a fimplc coming-m for one man: 
And then. 10 '!cape drowning thrice; and to be in peril 
of my life with the edge of a feather-bed 4 ;--hete are 
iimple '[capes! Wen, if fortune be a woman. {he', a 
~ood wench for this geer.-Fathet, come; I'll take my 
jrave of the Jewin die twinkling of an eye. 

[Exeunt Launcelot and old Gobbo. 
Bajf. I pray thee, good Leonardo, think on this. 

There things being bOught. and orderly beftow'd. 
Return in hafte, for I do feaft to-night 
My beft-efteem'd acquaintance; hie the;, get. 

Leon. My heft en~eavOurs.1haIl be done hereil1. 

Enter GllA1'14NO. 

Gra. Where is your mafier 1 
Lmt. Yonder, fir, he walks. 
G,·II. Signior Bafi'anio,-

[8 .. ;t Leonardo. 

the (.me fry Ie I "Well, you have made aJimllt cholee; you know.c, 
how tt> choofe a man; Romeo! "0, ".t he ;-l1e il ".f tbe flower of cour_ 
te(v, &c." So alfo in K. Hen. II', U Here's 110 finevHlainy !" Again, more 
~"l>.o fitely, in the anonymous play of K. Ht,,? P': " Ha! me have 
n. gooJ luck." Agaill, 'Il the Merry Wi"". of WII,dfor: " We are 
{impl. men; we do not know what'6 brought about under tlle profcffion 
of tortune-telling," • 

IIImo!l: every paffage in thefe pbys, in which the (.nrc i. abruptl, 
broken off, as I hdve more than once obferved, has been corrupted. Sec 
Vvl.lI.p. '11.n.4' On thefuhjetlofomfmons, {ce Vol. I. p.nO.n.4' 

It is not wltbout fome reJutlance that I have excluded this emenda
t'ion from a plde. in the text. Had It [,cen propofed by any former editor 
or commentator, 1 Ihould certdinly bue adopted it I hein~ convinced 
that it h jufr. But the danger of innovation is (0 great, and parLj~Jityto 
our own conceptions fo delll/ive, tbat it becomes every editor to dilb-uft 
his own emendatiool; and 1 am particularly inclined to d() fo in tbe 
Indent infranc., in which I happen to diller from that molt refpetlabllt 
and judicous cntkk, whore name i. fubjoined tn the preceding note. 
Accordmg to hI< idea, the mark of an abrupt (entence Ihould Dot be 
.frer the word heck, butprtu." MALO" 1:. 

4 _ M pml of "'y hf' 'Wilh t'ht tage o[ II [tathtr-hca; J A cant phure 
to lignify the d.nger ot rnarrying,-A certain French writer ufes the 
f .. me lcind of figure: " 0 "'on Ami, j'lli",crois "'/tUX lIre 'o",h', /1" I. 
pelOt, J'Ii/I Owlfer, (fj tIl' "T( ,.11Ipt; I, CQ",,"- W ,H.Va Till>. 

8P;ff. 
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JJajf. Gl'atiano! 
Gra. ~ have a mit to you. 
BP:ff. You have obtain' d it. 
Gre. You mull not deny me; r mu1't go ~th you to 

lklJQDut. 
BajJ. Why, then you muil: ;-But h o:ar thee, Gratiano 

Thou art too wild. too rude, a.nd bold of Velce ;
Parts. that become thee happ.ily enough, 
And in [uch eyes as outs appear not-faults; 
But where thou art not known, why. there they {hew 
Somethi~ too liberal 5 ;-pra} thee, take pain 
To allay ~'h fome cold drops of modqly 
Thy ikippillg f¢tit; left, through thy wild behaviour, 
I be rnifconftrued in the place I go to, 
And lofe my h.opes. 

Gra. Signior Bafi'anio, hea.r me ; 
If I do not put on a !Ober habit. 
Talk with refpeEt, and fwear but now l3.nd then, 
Wear prayer-books in my pocket, look demurely; 
Nay m~re, while graCe is faying, hood min~eyes 6 

Thus wah my hat, and figh, and fay, amen; 
Ufe all the obfervance.of civility, 
Like one well ftudied in a {ad o.ll:ent 7 

To plcafe his grandam, never trull: me more. 
RaJ!. Well, we {hall fee your bearing b, 

Gra. Nay, but I barto-mght; you ihall not gage mi! 
By what we do to-night. 0 

RaJ!. No, that were pity ; 
I would entreat you rather to put on 

S Scmtthll1~ to. liberal ;] Liberal I have already /hewn to be m~.n • 
.... rofs. coarf., ltcentlous. JOHNSON. 

(, - hood mlnuJu] Alluding to the manner of covenng a hawk', 
eyes. STEEVII:}'S. 

7 _ Iud opmt J GraYc appearance; thew of «aid and (llfious be
haVIour, J OR]\, SoN. 

Ojirnt IS .1 word very commonly u[cd for Jh~'W among the old dnma
tid.. Wllto". l> r:£lOVENS. 

8 -yo", beanng,] Bumng is demeanour, or deportment, 501 i. 
M,a)"r. for Meajure I 

., How I may form.lly in perft·n btar ~ • 

.. LIl..c .. true friar," MALON I. 

Your 
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Your boldeftfuit of mirth, for we have friends 
That purpore merriment: But fare you well, 
I have tome bufinefs. 

G.-a. Andl muft to Lorenzo, and the reft; 
But we will vifit you atfupper-time. [ExeuJlt, 

SeE NEIll. 
Cf'be lame. .4 Room ilt Shylock's Hanft· 

Enter JESSICA alti LAVNCIiLOT. 

Yef. I am forry, thou wilt leave my father fo : I 
Our houfe is hell, and thou, a merry devil, 
Didft rob it of fome taftC' of tidioulnefs : 
But fare tace well; there is a ducat for thee. 
And, Launcelot, foon at fupper ihalt thou [eCl 
Lorenzo, \\'h<' is thy new malter's gueft; 
Give him this letter; do it fecretly, 
And foofarewel; I would not have my father 
See me in talk with thee. 

Lallll. Adiell I-tears exhibit my tongue.-Moll: beau. 
tiful pagan,-moll [weet Jew! If a Chriftian do llO~ play 
the knave, and get thee 9, 1 am much deceiveJ; But, 
adieu l thefe foolilh dfOps do fomewhat drown my manly 
[pirit; adieu! (Exu. 

7'i }'arewel, good Launcelot.
Alack, what heinou~ fin is it in me, 
To be afham'd to be my father's &ild ! 
But though I am a d.lUghter to his blood, 

91f a cbrijJian do 110t play tbe k11a.u, and get thlt, &c. J .< Ir a chriltian 
(ray, Launcelot, 011 I(cdving a love-letter tor L<,r-nzo,) do nut 
p;JY the knave, and c,rry thee away from thy f.ther', hoo[e, 1 am much 
d':ceived." I illOUld not h.we attempted toe:<plain j" e~fy a pall .. ge, if 
th ignOlant editor of the (cLond folIO, thinkll'g prouahly that th .. word 
K.t mull: Ileceflarily mean beg'" h.d not altered the text, •• !d {.w-
1t1t uted did in the place of d", the rcadlilg of .. 11 the 011 and .utbentlck 
editions; in which he has been copied by" ery fuhlequelll editor. Laun. 
cclot i. not talking .bout [eJhe .. '; I~thc., bur 'U(,ut her future hu!band. 
J am aWare that, in a f~bfequ'nt fcene, he f.yo to Jea,ca, " Marry. 
you may partly hupe your fIJ,her ,./l0U not i" but he i£ /WW on another 
lubjeC:t. M ... LU,,"". 

VOL. Ill. D I am 
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I am not to his manrters: 0 LorertM, 
If thou keep promife. I ihaH end this 1l:rifc; 
iecome a chriftian, and thy I01'"ing wife. [Exlt. 

seE N E IV 
CJ'h, fame. A Strut •. 

Enter GRATIA NO, LORE~'zo. SALAIlINO, lind 
SALANlO. 

Lor. Nay, we will flink away in rupper-time ; 
Difguifl\.!1s at my lodging, aad return 
All in an~ur. 

Gra. We hlNe not made good preparation. 
SalaY'. We have not [poke us yet of torch-beat<ers •• 
Salan. 'Tis vile, unlefs it may be quaintly order'd ; 

And better, in my mind, not undertook. ' 
Lor. 'Tis now b:lt four o'clock; we have two hours 

To furnifh us:-
ErlferLAtINcELOT, 'With a lettet. 

Friend Launcelot, what's the news? 
Latln. An it fhall pleafe you to break up this'" it 111a11 

fcern to lignify. 
LqY'. I know the hand: in faith, 'tis a ("ir hand; 

And whiter than the pa~er it writ on, 
Is the fair hand that WrIt. 

Gra. Love-news, in/aith. 
Lall?1. By your leave, fir. 
Lor. Whither goelt thou? 
Lall11. Marry, fir, to bid myoId mafter the Jew to fup 

to-night with my new mafter the Chriftian. 

, - tcrrb-bearm.) See the nete in R.1IItG _nd _'Julitt, AcU. fe. iv. 
We have not fp.kt '" ytt &c. i. e. '£lit hav. ".t yet befpcktll', &c. ThU9 
th~ old'copics. It may, however, mean, we have not as yet tonflllted 
on the fubj~a of torch-bearers. Mr. Pope read_" fpoke a. yet." 

STEEVXNS. 
z _ to bro.k up tbi.,l To bnd fip was a term in carving. So) in 

L~",.·, Lab.nr', Loft, Act III. fe. i I 

.. -Boyet, you can carve I 
" iJruk up thi. capon." See the lIot~ OLl this pafl'age. ST~ t.,.. 

LIJr. 
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Lor. Hold here. take this :.:....teU gentle Jellie •• 

I-will not fail her ;-fpeak it privately; go.-
Gentlemen: (Exit Launcelot. 
Will you prepare you for this ma.rque to-night 1 
I am provided of a torch-bearer. 

Sttiar. Ay, mury, I'll be gone about it ftraight. 
Salan. And fo willI. 
Lor. Meet me, and Gratiano. 

At Gratiano's lodging fome hour hence. 
Salar. 'Tis,good we do fo. (Exeunt Salar. aflri Sala.n. 
Gra. Was not that letter from fair Jeffica ... · 
Lor. I muf!: needs tell thee all: She hatJI. direeled. 

How I flli.ll take her from he\- father's houfe» 
Wh:lt gofd, and jewels, fue is furnifu'd with; 
What page's.fuit fue hath in readinefs. 
If e'er the Jew her father eo me to heaven. 
It will.be for his gentle daughter'S fake: 
And never dare misfortune crofs her foot, 
Unlefs the do it under this excufe.
That 'the is iff'ue to a faithlefs Jew. 
Come, go )\lith me; perufe this, as thou gael!: : 
}'air Jeffica £hall be my torch-bearer. (EXI .. l1t, 

seE NEV. 
Cf'he lanse. Before ShI1ock's Haltft. 

Enter SHY LOCK, and LAUNCELOT. 

Shy. Well, thou th,{lt fee, thy eyes fhall hI" thy judge. 
The difference of old Shylock and 'Baifanio ;_ 
What, Jeffiea !-thou £halt not gormandize, 
As thou haft done with me ;-What, Jellica!
And fleep and fnore, and rend apparel out.
Why. Jelliea, 1 fay! 

Latm. Why, J cffica! 
Shy. Who bids thee call? I do not bid thee call. 
Laun. Your wcrChir was wont to tell me, I coulc.t do 

nothing without biJdmg. 
Enter J!SSrcA. 

"]if. Call you? What is yQ\lr will ? 
D z Sis). 
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Shy. I am bid forth 1 to (upper, Jeffica; 

There are my keys :-But wherefc.re fhould I ~o ? 
I am not bid for love; they flatter me : 
But yet I'll go in hate, to feed upon 
The prodigal Chriftian 4._ Jeffica, my girl, 
Look to my houfe :-1 am right loth to go ; 
There is fome ill a brewing towa:ds my reft, 
For I did dream of money-bags to-night. 

Laun. I befeech you, fir, go; my young maller doth 
expect ~r reproach. 

Shy. S~o I his. 
Latm. And'"tney have confpired together,-I will not 

fay, you fhall fee a mafque; but if you do, t1!,en it was 
not for nothing dl.at my nofe fea a bleeding on Black
Monday bft 5, at fix o'clock i' the morninG'. falling out 
that year on Alh Wednefday was four year in the after
noon. 

Slry. What! a;e therema[ques? Heal you me, Jeffica: 
Lock up my doors; and when you hear the drum 6, 

And 
l 1 am bid jortb_] I am invited. To hid in oid _nguage me3Jlt 

to pray. M.'LONE. 
-I- _ t. letd upon 

'1 he f>rodigal ChrijJJan,] Shylock forget. his re(olution. In a 
fMme,. feen. he declare. he will neither tat. d67JA, nO'l'ray with .Chri
Iii an;. Of this circumllanc.c the p.et ... as aware, and meant only tit 
heighten the malignity ofth~ character, by making him dopart from hi. 
molt lettled refolve, for the prof.curion of hi! revenge. S'Z.VT.NS. 

S - Ihm it ~Ot 1/01 for notbing tbat ",y Il<fe f,1/ a b/wJi"J: ." Black
Mnn~3y laft,l .. Black-MondflY is Eaftrr-Monday. and was (0 called 
on thIS oce.hon: In the 34th of Edward HI. (1360) the 14th of April, 
"nd the morroW after Eall:er-day, king Edward, with his hoit, la} be
fore the city of Paris I which day was full dark of mill: and hail, .nd 
(n bitter cold, that mally men died on their horCes' backs with the cold. 
Wherefore, unto this day. it hath been called the Slacke-Monday," 
Stowe, p. ,.64-6. GREY. 

It.ppears from a palfage in Lodge's Ro(olynde, 1592., that (eme fu
perftitious belief was annexed to the accident of b/uding at tb ... oJe: 
.. As he /load guing, hi, nofe on" {utltl.n hi,", which made him con
ieaute it Was fome friend of his." ST:r.J:VEl'S. 

Se. Vol. I. p. 312 :-" with that mine n~rc bled, !!ct." MAl-tNE. 
o Loc ~ up my d •• ,,; and 'When you [.,<1, tb,ar""" 

dnd th. "i/. !'luCldi_, of Ibe wr;-M'A'd fif" &t.] 
Prim:< 
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Anti the vile fqueaking of the wry-neck'd fife. 
Clamber not you up to the cafements then, 
Nor thruil )'Our head.into the publick ilreet, 
To gaze on Chriilian fools with varnilk'd faces: 
But flop my houfe's ears, I mean, my cafemen~s • 
:\e~t the found of 1ballow foppery enter 
My fober houfe.-By Jacob's naif, I fwear. 
I have 00 mind of feafting forth to-night; 
But I will go.-Go you before me, fu-rah; 
Say, I will come. 

Lallll. I will go before, fir.-
MiltreJs, look out at window, for all this 

There will come a<'hri11ian by, 
"Will be worth a J ewefs' eye 7. [Exit Laun. 

Shy. Wh;l!: fays that fool of Hagar's offipring, ha l 
Jef. His ~ords wert', Farewel, mifirefs; nothing elfe • 

. <-'by. The patch is kind enough s; but a huge feeder. 
Snail-How in profit, and he fleeps by day 
More than the wild cat; drones hive not with me: 
Therefore I part with him; and part with him 
To one that I would have him help to wafie 
His borrow'd purre.-Well, Jeffica, go in; 
Perhap', I will return immediately; 
Do, as I bid you, 

P,jma noCl:e domum claude j nequeein vias 
Sub cantu qtletlfla:: defpicc tibire. HOR. Lib. iii. Od:1. MALONE. 

The folio ,nd one of the quartos read I'lytll/inl' STEE v l! NS. 

7 TFill be 'Worlb a Jewefs' eye.] It's 'Wortb a JtW'1 rye, is a prover
bial phrafe. WHALLEY. 

8 'Ib< patch is ki"d enQugb;l This term Ihould fcem to have come 
into ufo from tile name of a celebrated fool. This I learn from Wil
fon's Art of Rbuori'lue, 1553 : I' A word-making, called of the Gre
cians Onamatopeia, is when we make words of our own mind, fuch as 
be derived from the nature of things j-a. to <.11 one Patche, or Cowl_ 
{on, whom We fec to do a thing foolilhly; becaufe thefe two in their 
time were notable fool i." 

Proba bly the dref, whicb the celebrated Patcbewore, was, in allufion 
to his name, patched or l'arti-w!aured. Hence the frage fool has ever 
fince been exhibited in a motley coat. Patcbe, of whom Wilfon fpeaks, 
was Cardinal WolfeY-lifocl. MALONE. 

D 3 Shut 
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Shut door:, !) aiter you: Fafr ointi, fall: find; 
A ~'overb never /1ale in thrifty mind. 

Jif. Farewel; anti if my fortI ne be not oroft. 
I have a father. yOll a daughter, loil. 

SeE NEVI. 
'The Jame. 

[Exit. 

[Exit. 

Enter GltATIANO, and SAL.ARINO, mafqued. 
Cra. This is the prnt-houfe, un'ler which Lorenza 

Deiir'd ~s to make frand. 
Salar. 'Mis hour is almoft paft. 
Gra. And i!"l.s marvel he flut~dwel1s his hour, 

For lovers ever run before t~e clock. 
Salar. 0, ten times fafter Venus' pigeons fly I, 

To feallove's bonds new made, than they al e wont, 
To keep obliged faith unforfeited. 

Cra. That ever holds: Who rifeth fwm a feaft, 
With that keen appetite that he ilts down? 
Where is the horfe, that doth ulltread again 
His tediou~ meafures with the unbated fire 
That he did pace them lirfr r All things that are, 
Are with more fpirit chafed than enjoy'd. 
How like a younker $, or a prodigal, 
The ikarfed bark puts from her native bay, 
Hugg'd and embraced by the ftrumpet wind. ! 
How like a prodigal d~h {he return ; 
With over-weather'd libs~, and ragged fails, 
Lean, rent, and beggar'd by the ftl'umpet wind! 

9 Shltt door$_ J DOM S is here ufed as a di/l)lI~ble. MALON:I. 

I 0, ten timel fafl!y l'enur/ pigt"ons fly,] Lovers have in po~try been 
always called 'turtle, or DO·Wl, which In lower language may be pl. 
geons. JOHNSON. 

~ -ayounkr)',l AlltheoldcopiesreadIlJDU11ltr. ST:£!VJ:NS. 
Mr. Rowe made'the emendation, whith IS perhaps unnecefla<y. I 

doubt whether YOllnk.r was a word of Our author's time. MALO?]!':. 

3 - .... braad by the J11 umpu ovind'l So, in Otbello: 
H The bawdy wind, that kille. all it meet •• " MAl. ON!. 

4 W,tb .vtr weather'd rib,,] Thus both the '1"artos. The folio hal 
over-wiIPer·d. M,HON!':. 
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Ellter LORENZO. 

Salar. Hire corues Lorenzo j-more of this hereafter. 
Lor. Sweet friends, your patience for my long abode; 

Not I, but my affairs, have made you wait: 
~,.~ you lhall pleafe to play the thieves for wives, 
I'll watch as long for you then.-Approach ; 
Here dwells my father Jew :-Ho! who's within? 

E'lfer JESSICA aho .. .;e, in hoy's c!oathJ. 
Jtj. Who are you i' Tell me, for more certainty, 

Albeit I'll {wear that I do know your tonguJio' 
Lor. Lorenzo, and thy love. -
71. 4orenzo, certain; aTtd my love, indeed; 

For who loy'! r fo much l And now who knows, 
But you, La.enzo, whethr.r I am yours! 
. Lor. Heaven, and thy thoughts, are witnef., that thou art. 

Jej. here, catch 'this calket; it is worth the pains. ' 
I am glad 'tis night, you do not look on me, 
For I am much alham'd of my exchange: 
But love is blind, and lovers cannot fee 
The pretty follies that themfelves commit; 
For if they could, Cupid himfelf would blulh 
To fee me th·.lS transformed to a boy. 

Lor. Defcend, for you muil: be my torch-bearer. 'if. What, muil: I hold a candle to my fhames ? 
They in themCelves, good footh, 'I1re too too light. 
Why, 'tis an office of difcovery, love; 
And I fhould be ohfcurtd. 

Lor. So are you, fweet. 
Even in the lovely garnifh of a boy. 
But come at once; 
For the clofe night doth play the runaway, 
And we are ftaid for at Ba{fanio's feail:. 

Jtj. I will make faLl: the doors, and gild myfelf 
With fome more ducats, and be with you ftraight. 

[Exit. fro. a[,ovi. 
era. Now, by my hood. a Gentile, and no Jew s. 

LDr. 
5 /Vow, "1 III; hood, Q Gentile, and nq ]I'W'] A jell arillng from the 

D .. ambiguity 
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Lor. Befurew ~e, but I love her heartily: 

For {he is wife, if I can judge of her; 
And fair file is, if that mine eves be true; 
And true the is, as the hath prov"d herfelf; 
And therefore, like herfelf, wife, fair, and true, 
Shall jhe be placed in my confrant foul. 

Enter JESSICA, .;elo'W. 
What, art thou come ?-On, gentlemen, away; 
Our maJquing mates by this time for uo flay. 

[Exit, 'WIth Jr:SSICA and SALARINO. 

Enter ANTHONIO. 

Ant. Who's there? 
Gra. Signior A nthonio:' 
A nt. Fie, fie, Gratiano! where are ;tIl thl' reft? 

'Tis nine o'clock; oar friends all thy for you :
No mafque to-night; ~he wind is come aoout, 
Bafi"anio prefently will go aboard: 
I have fent twellty out to feek till you. 

Gra. I am glad on't; I dciire no more d~light, 
Than to be under fail, and gone to.night. (Exeunt. 

5 C ENE VB. 
BC'lmont. A Room in Portia' ~ fr"I~If. . 

Flourijh if C onIC/S. Enoer POR r I A, 'Wit lJ the Prince oj 
Morocco, a/ld b ~t lJ , heIr trallI'. 

Par. Go, draw arId.:: the cUTl:J.ins, and difcover 
The feveral cafltets to thi~ noble prince :-
Now make your choice. 

Mar. The firft, of gold, who thi~ infcription bears;
Who rhoojeth me, ./hall gf1f1l 'what ma,,} ftlC>l ,itfire. 
The fecond, {ilver, which this promile carric~ ;-
Who c/J{)o./et h me, jJJa// get as much as be d'jer?of!. 

ambiguity of Ger.ti!e, which lignifies both a H,ath"" and on. ~c,ll 
" oln. JOIiNS Or-:. 

To underftand Gratiano's oath, it ,hnuld be , ~cn !l~ae<l th at he is ir. a 
m,CGu,d habit, to ",I" ... h i t IS probahle \ fl " t formerly, ~s .It prefent, " 
large lape or hood was .llbx~J. MALU!'< l. 

This 
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This third, dull lead, with warning all as blunt fi ;
l1'ho cJJ(Jofeth 11If, mujf g;ve alld hazard all he hath.
How t11all-I know if I do choofc the right? 

P~r. The olle of them contain~ my picture, prince; 
If you choofe that, then I am yours withal. 
" .~r. Some god diret1 my jU'dgment! L~t me fee, 
I will furvey the infcriptions bJ.ck again: 
What fays this leaden calket ? 
W/)O chooJi:th me, mujf gh;e alld hmuwd all he hath, , 
Mull give,-For what,? for lead? hazard for lead 1 
This calket threatens; Men. that hazard ~ll, 
D o it in hope oHair ad",mtages : 
A gold¥n mind fioops not ~ fllOws of drofs ; 
I'll then nor give, nor 11:lzard, aught for lead. 
What faysJ.hc {jlver, wi th her virgillllu~ ? 
lITho choq(et7., me, foal! get aJ much {is he de/ervfJ. 
A.., iluch as he defervcs ~-Pauf~ there, Morocco. 
Antl weigh thy value with an evC'n hand: 
If thou be'lt rated ~y ~lw.ettimation, 
Thou doll: deferve enough i and yet enough 
May not C'xttond fo far as to the lady; 
And ye t to be afeard of my dcferving, 
W ere but a wp~ 4jfabllng of mytdf. 
As much " " I tlc[ervc !-Why, lh a t' ~ the lady: 
1-.10 in birth deren-e her, and in fortunes, 
]Il gracl' " and in qualities of I:.reeding ; 
But, more than thdc, in Jove I do deferve. 
Whal i f] Ih:ly'd no farthcr, but chofc.hl're ? 
Let's fec once more this lay ing grav'd in gold. 
Who c;'oq/er!' mr, Jhall g mll ' lViJa l mtlny 1RtJI dtjirf. 
Why, that', the lady; all the world defires her: 
From the four cor(lcrs of the earth they come, 
To kifs this {hrine, this morlal breathing faint. 
The H yl c:lnian deferts, and the . <,fly wilds 
Of wide Arabia, are as throngh-farcs now, 
For princes to come view fair Portia: 
The watry kingdom, whole ambitious head 
Spits in the f.lcc of.heavcil, is no bar 

6 _ ,IS hlunr;] That is. as gruC, as the dull mew. JOliN 'OJl. 

To 



4% ME1CflANT OF VENI Ci,· 
To ftop the foreign fpirits; but they c;ome, 
As o'er a brook, to fcc fair Portia. 
One of thefe three contains her heaienly piClurt'. 
Is't like, that lead contains her 1 'Twere danmatioQ, 
To think fo bafe a thought; it were too gro[s 
To rib her cerecloth in the ob[cure grave •. 
Or !hall I think, in filver file's immur'd, 
Being tcn times undervalu'd to try'd gold? 
o finful thought! Ne-,cr fo rich a gem 
Was ret in worre than gold. They have in England 
A coin, that bears the figure of an angel 
Stamped in ~J.d.; .but that's infculp'd upon 7 ; 

But here an angel in a golden.bed 
Lies all within.-Ddiver me the key; 

'Here do I choofe, and thrive I a. I may! 
Por, There, take it, prince, and if ~y form'lie there, 

Then I am yours. [he unlocks the golden calker. 
Mm', 0 hdl! what }'lave 'we here? 

A carrion death, within whofe empty eye 
There is a written f('foll? I'll read the writmg. 

All that gliflrrs is not gold; 
Oft'" ba'l.Ie you heard that told: 
Many a l'flU! bis life hatb jald, 
But my outfide to behold: 
Gildld tomhs do 'Worms infolds. 
Had you heen ~s <wiji: aJ hold, 
Young ill limhs, in judgment old, 
rour anJ'Wel' had not heen inJcrol'd : 
Pare you 'Well; your Juit i J cold. 

~ -infl"lllp'dupon;] To infculp is to engrave. S-rU;VENJ. 

~ Grld,d tombs do 'Warms infold. J The old copies lcad-Gilded tim
j,er. The emendation was made by Dr. Johnfon, who obferves, th.t 
"a tomb is the properrepLfitoryofa death's head." 'Fomber (forli.tch 
Was the olu fpcJling) and timber were ealily confounJed. Yet perh3ps 
the old readlllg may be right. The conftruCtion may be-Worms do in
fold gilded timber. This, however, is very ha Ih, and the eJr is offended. 
In a poem entitled, Of th, St/., Wormcs and tbeir jI • ." 4to. 1.599, i!l 
this line: _ 

" Before thou waft, were timber-worm: in prke." MALONE. 

Cold. 
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Cold, indeed; and 1abour loft : 
Then, farewel, heat; and, welcome, frofl.

Portia, ooieu 11 have too griev'd a heart 
To take a tedious leave: thus Infers part. [Exit. 

Par. A gentle riddance :~Draw the .curtaim, go:-
·-t.all of his complexion choo[e me fo 9. (E~·eunt. 

seE N E VIII. 
Venice. .A. Street. 

Enter SALAK-INO and SALANIO. 

Safar. Why man, 1 raw B;Ufanio unq~"ail ; 
With him is Gratiano gone along; 
And irf the-ir {hip, I am fure. Lorenzo is not. 

Salan. 'r he \ lllain Jew with outcries r:ais'd the duke; 
Who went."'With nlm to (earch Bairanio's fhip. 

Safar. He came too late, the fhip was under fail : 
But-there the duke was given to underftand, 
That in a gondola were feen together 
Lorenzo and hi, amorous Jeffica: 
Befidcs, Anthonio certify'd the duke, 
They were not with Balfanio in hi, Ihip. 

Salan. I never heard a pallion fo confus'd, 
So frrange, outrageous, and fo variable, 
.ta, the dog Jew did utter in the Ilreets : 
foly daughter !-O my ducat. /..0 u:." datlghter! 
F/ed wtth a ChrrJhan ?-O "!" chriJfian ducafJ !
JZljllct! tbe /t!<"J.)! nry d,lcat" m,d my df1'lghur f
Ajea/ed bag, twoftaled bags.ifducat., 
Of dOllblt ducat!, )lor" from me by my daughter! 
And jewels; two )lones, two rich and precIous )lonn, 
~'t9I'n by my daughter !-Juftl.e! .find the girl! 
r,he bathtbe )lanes upon her, lInl! the ducats! 

Salar. Why, all the boys in Venice follow him. 
Crying .-his frones, his daughter, and his ducats. 

Sa/an. Let good Anthonio look he keep his day, 

<) - ,h,of, me fo.] Here Dr. Johnfon would c10fe the (,eood Act, to 
slve time fOlll.dfaOlo's p .. lIa~e to Belmont. MALOlolJ:. 

Or 
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Or he fhall pay for this. 

Safar. Marry, well remember'd: , 
I reafon'd - with a Frenchman yefierday; 
Who told me,-in the naif ow feas, that part 
The French and Engliih, there mifcarried 
A velTel of our country, richly fraught: 
I thought upon Anthonio, when he 1.014 me; 
And wiih'd in filence, that it were not his. 

Salan. You were beft to tell Anthonio what you hear; 
Yet do not iuddenly, for it may grieve him. 

Safar. A kinder gentleman treads not the earth. 
I faw Baff'llli~ Anthonio part: 
Baffanio told him, he would n1'ake fome fpeed 
Of his return; he anfwer'd,-Do not fl, 
SIu661'Y not 2 6uJim:Js f1r my Jille, Baffimo, 
But flay the 'Uti)" r limg of the tIme; 
.And for the Jew' J Im/d, <"VJhich hI' haf6 of me, 
Let It not &lIILr In YOllY mind of /o'Ve 3 : 

Be merty ; a'id f?Jtpio1 your Cf;tifejl thougl>ts 
'1'0 cOllrl/hzp, ,uzJ juch fair ojlents of /011e 

.As foai! (onv(.lte1ttly 6ecome IOU there: 
And even there, his eye beIng big with tears, 
Turning ,hi, face, he put his hand behind him ~, 

And 

] ] reafon'd-] i e. I convcird. So, in King John ~ . 
" Our gne['i, dnd not our mJ.nners, reaJon now.''' STE.!VFNS. 

~ Siubber 11.1-] To jlllbber IS to do any tiling caleleily. ;mper
fecUy. SrEEvr>-s. 

, - y.'" m,nd J 10.":] Of low, is an adjuration fometimes ufcd by 
ShakCpcJre. So, In Mmy WIVes, ACl: II. fe •• ii! " %,e'('-defirc> 
you to fend her your lItde page, of all/aves:" i. c. /he defires you to 
fend hIm by all means. 

1",,,. mind if I,ve may, however, in this iuftance, mc~n-:)'aur loving 
mind. So, III the '['raged" of Crt:t!J"', 1604. a mmd of IrtiJjon is a 
treaJonabfc m'nd. 

"Thofcthat fpeak freely, have no mind oftreafon." STEEVEN1. 

If the ph, ale IS to oe unrled1:ood in the former fenCe, there ihould be 
/I comm. after ,,,,rd, .IS Mr. Langton •• d Mr. Heath have obferved. 

MALONE, 
4 And even tbert, bl/ ~ve helng bIg with (fars, 

'['urnlng bl/ fa,e, b, put b, hand behind him, &0.] S" curious an 
obferver of nature w~s our ~uthor, and fo mtnutely hao he traced the 

operation 
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And with affeaion wondrous [enfible 
He wrung Baffani(ls hand, and fo they parted. 

Sa/an. f think, he only loves the world ror him. 
i pray thee, let us go, and find him nut, 
And quicken his embraced heavinefs s 

+S' 

"';l~ [orne delight or other. .. 
Sa/ar. Do we [0. [Exeunt." 

seE N E IX. 
Belmont. .A Room in Portia's Huufe. 

Enter NER.ISSA, with a Ser .... <tICt. 
Ner. ~ick, quick, I pray\hee, draw the curtain firaight. 

The pnnce of Arragon hath ta'en his oath. 
And come,to his eleCliDn prefently. 

FIQurijh of Cornets. Enter th, Prinu of Arragon. 
• PORTIA, and their traim. 

Por. Behold, there {land the calkets, noble prince; 
If you chooCe that wherein I am contain'd, 
Straight fhall our nuptial rites be folcmniz'd; 
But if you fail, without more fpeech, my lord, 
You mul1 be gone from hence immediately • 

.Ar. I am enjoin'd by oath to obferve three thing~ : 
Fjrft, never to unfold to anyone 
Which Lalket 'twas I ch(.)fe; ne/t, if I fail 
Of the right calket, never in my life 
To woo a maid in wary of marriage; laftly 
If I do fail in fortune of my choice, 
Immediately to leave you and be gone. 

PQ/'. To thefe injunt1iolls everyone doth fwear, 

operation of the raffions, that many pa/Tages of his works might fur~ 
hiG, hints to painters. It is indeed furprJzing that they do not ftudy 
hi. play. with this view. In the paa;'ge before us, we have the out
line of a be.utiful piaur-. MALONE. 

s - embraced bea'VinifsJ The heavincfs whiclt he indulges, and is 
fond of. Enw uos. 

So we fay of a man now that he bugs hisforrows. JOHNSON. 
SO, ill tl,1> play, Alt Ill. (c. ii: 

" _doubtful thoushta and Iafh.tmbrac'ddefpair." ST.t!VENS. 

That 
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That com~ to hazard for my ~hlefs felf • 

.dr. And to have I addreft ate 6: Fortune nOW' 
To my he-art's hope !-Gold, filver, and bafe read. 
Who rhooftth me, mrtjl give alld harurd all he bat,~ : 
You fhalllook fairer, ere I give, or hazard. 
;What fays the golden cheft' ? ha.! let JIle fee :-
..,bll (hoofeth me, /hall gain ... ""hat many lilt" dejire. 
What many men defire. -That m&DY may be meant 
By the fool multitude 7, that choofe by {how, 
Not learning more than the fond eye doth teach; 
Which pries Qot to the interior, but, like the martlet 
Builds iu the ~ther on the outwartl. wall, 
Even in the force S and road df cafualty. 
I will not choofe what many men defue, 
Becaule I will not jump with common {piries., 
And rank me with the barbarous multitudes. 
Why, then to thee, thou filver treafure-houfe; 
Tell me once more what title thou doft bear ~ 
W/;o choofeth me, /hall get as "'tlC/; as he difer"lJeS ; 
And well {aid too; For who Ihall go about 
To cozen forwne, and be honourable 
Without the ftamp of merit! Let none prefume 
To wear an undeferved dignity. 
0, that e!tate~, degrees, and offices, . 
Were not deriv'd corruptly! and that dear honour 

c 
6 Anti fa ba"" I addrifl lilt:] To .ddrtJ, i. to prtpllrl. The mea

ing is, I have prepared myfelf bJ the (ame ce;emoaies. STU;VJ.lU. 
1 believe we Ih .. uld ",ad: 

" And (0 hav. I. AdJrtj, me, Fortune, no .... , 
" To my heart's hope '" 

So. in the lfftrry Wiv/er of Witt'!ar, Act III. (ce:!e the Ia~, Falibff 
rays, "I will then addr'fs m. to my appointment." TVIlWIIITT. 

7 -- That many may h.III'I1"t 
By the [001 muititud(,-; 1 i. e. By that many may be meant the 

foolilh multItude, &c. The fourth foho lirir introduced a phrafeology 
mar. agleeable to our cars at prefent,-" Of the fool multitudc,"_ 
whiclr has been adopted by all the {ubfequent editors ;-but chanlle 
merely for the fake of .leg.nce is always dangerous. MallY modes of 
{peech were familiar in Shakfpean's age, that a"" now no lonser ufed; 

MALON.J:. 
• _in the/orr.] i. e. thClpower. ST~J:V~I'II. 

Were 
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Were purchas'd by the m~rlt of the wearer! 
How many then fhould coyer, that ftand bare? 
Ho~ Fany be cOllUllanded, that command 1 
How much ww peafantry would then be glean'd 
From the true feed of honour II? and how much honour 
!>ic~d from the /chaff' and ruin of the times, 
To be new val1lilh'd? Well. but to my choice: 
Who cboo/elb me. )hall get as much as he difer"",ts : 
I will affume defert ;':-'Give me a key for this, 
And inftantly unlock my fortunes here. 

Por. Too long a paufe for that wllich you find there • 
.dr. What's here? the portrait of a blirld'ng idiot~ 

Prefenting me a fchedule i.I wilI read it. 
How mll'Ch unlike art thou to Portia 1 
How much unlike my hopes. and my defervings P 
Weo choofet,"me, /hall have as much as he lIeftrvlI. 
Did I deferve no more than a fool's head? 
Is t~t my prize? are my deferts no better? 

Por • .7oolfend, and judge, arc diftina offices, 
ARd of'"oppofed natures. 

Ar. What is h .. re? 

'l'he flr!! fivl!lI timu tried this; 
Severt timu try' II that j"dgme.' il, 
'That dId /fever choofe a"'~/I: 
Some there he, that /hat/owl kifi; 
Such have but a /hadow' s Uifi .. 
<There be focl, alive, I w;s 1, 
Silver'd o'er; and fo <wal this. 

t Ht,W ",utI, 1_ pUI16ntry 'Wo"U thm fJt gltan'i 
Fro", Ih. INI. J-.d of h."our fJ The tncanin~ is, HO'W t1Iurh "'tim

mI. wOllld h. f ound a",ong tbe greal, and bow milch gTlllln'ls among tb't 
rtle6n. BUI linco men are always {aid to g'ea" corn though they may 
pit. cluff, rhe (entence had becn more agreeable to the common manner 
of ifetch if it h.d been written thus : 

11."" ",~cb low peaJa~lry 'Wwld tim! he pick'd 
Fr.". tb. trite Jttd of bonour' how mucb h.nour 
Gle.n'd FD1// the choff' JOHN ioN. 

I _ 1 wis,] I know. W!ffin, German. S,JJ,,'J. AJdllt1l, and 
»'alld life the word. ST:&:&VJaI,. 
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:.r41t/Wdt tzQifi yDII "will u /'e4", 
1 wIJ wer he your heai : 
So he gone, fir 3, you a,.e fped. 

Still more fool I /hall appear 
By the time I linger here: 
'" ith one fool':> head I came to ~oo. 
But I go away with two.-
Sweet, adieu 1 I'll keep my oath, 
Patiently to bear my wroth "'. 

[Exeu111 Arragon and trailz. 
Por. Thus hath the candle fing'd the moth. 

o thefe delibera~ fool:>! when they do choafe, 
They have the wifdom by theW wit to lofe. 

Ner. The ancient faying is no herefy;
Hanging and wiving goes by deftiny. 

Por. Come, draw the curtain, Nerilfa. 
Ent~,. a Servant. 

Strv. Where is my lady 1 
Pur. Here; what would my lor~ s ? 
SCI·V. Madam, there is alighted at your g?te 

A yOUll~ Venetian, one that comes before 
To figntty the approaching of his lord: 
From whom he bringeth fenlible regreets 6 ; 

To wit, bcfides commends, and courteous breath, 
Gifts of rich value; yet 1 have not feen 
So likeJy an cmbaifador of love; 
A day in April never came fo fW,eet f 

.. 'Takt 'What .vir, you 'Will to bed,) Perhaps the poet had forgotte" 
th~t he who milled Portia was never to m.HY any woman. JOHN SoN. 

; So be gone, 5Ir,-i SlY, which is not Ut the old copies, was fupplied 
by <he editor of the (ccond folio, for the fake of the metre. MJ\~ONI:. 

4 - t? he.lr my wroth. J The old rdltions read-" to bear my 
'Wr?ath.·' W,oatb is u(eJ In (orne of the old books Jor lIIiifortu1U; and 
is often fpelt ruth, which at pre(ent lignifie. only pity, or jo",O'rD jar 
Ibe '1IIfery of unotlorr. The modern editors rC3d-my 'Wratb. STU:V. 

5 1'or. II".; .chat 'Would my lori 1) Would not this fpeech to the 
Cenant be more proper in the mouth of N"'ff.' T'U'WHITT. 

6 _ tegr«t.;J I. e. f.lut.tlOn.. So, in an""fler of Sh.kfpeare', 
playa: " Unyoke this lelzurc, and this kind r'grut." STJ:J:VJ;NS. 

To 
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-ro Jbow howroftly (wnme~hand, 
As this fote-fpurrer comes Jefore his lord. 

Por. No more, I peay thee; 1 am half afeard, 
Thou wilt fat anon, he is fome kin to thee, 
Thou {pend'ft (uch high-day wit in prailing hIm ...... 
Come, come, Nen,g.; for I long to fee 
<l.!:Jick Cupid's po1l:, that comes 10 mannerly. 

Ner. Balfanio, lord love, if thy will it be! [Ext'tlltr. 

ACT III. seE N E .,,1. 
Venice. .tit Street. 

Ellur SALANI() 4"; SALAllINO, 

Sala". Now~hat news on the Rialto? 
Saltzr. Why, yet it lives there un check' d, that An~ 

thc.nio ha~h ihip of rich lading wreck'd on the narrow 
{cas; the ' odwins, I think, they call the place; a very 
dangerou Rat, and fatal, where the carcafies of many a 
talltbip lie buried, as they fay. if my goffip report be an 
honeft woman of her word. 

Salall. I would file were as lying a goffip in that, a, 
ever knapt ginger I, or made her neighbours believe {he 
wept.for the death of a third hufband: But it is true,
without any fiii's of prolixity, or' qotling the plain high
way of talk,-that the go.od Anthonio, the honeft Antho
nio,-O that 1 had a t.ii1,. good enough to keep bi~ name: 
company!-

Salar. Come, the full ftop. 
Sala". Ha.-whatfay'i\: thOll i-Why, the end is, ho 

hath loft a filip. 
Salar. I would it might prove the end of his loJfes! 
Sal all. Let me fay amen betimes, left the devil ,roli 

t _ knapt ti"Jer,l T<> bap i, tllllfeu. thort. Thl "'oM.~~' 
il\thc Pial"". :iTltnItN'. 

VOL. IlI. 
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Illy pray~- for here JY.:~,{>mes in the lUcuef$ Q( a 
Jew....... ~... \ 

Entey SHYLOCK. 

lIew now, Shylock! what news am'>ng the merchants' 
Shy. You knew, none fo well, none fo weU as you, f>f 

my daughter's flight. 
Salar. That's certain; I, for my,Pait, knew the tailor 

that made the wings fhe ff1!w widlaI. 
Salan. And Shylock, for his own part, knew the bird 

was fledge; and then it is the ,omQlexion of them all to 
leave the dam. 

Shv. Sh~ damn'd for it. 
Sdlar. That's certain, i{ the devil may be her judge. 
Shy. My own flelli and Diood to rebel! 
$alan. Out upon it. old czrrion! rebels it at thefe 

years r 
Shy. I fay, my daughter is my Belli and blood. 
Salar. There is more difference between thy fi..:1'h and 

hers, than between jet and ivory; mote b\'tween your 
bloods, than there is betMlJ:n red wine and \..,lJ.enifh:
'But tell us, do you hear, whether Anthon;o havt; had any 
~f8 at fea or no ? 

Shy. There I have another bad match: :;. bankrupt, a 
prodigal i. who dare fcan:e thew his head or. the Rialtq ; 

:r. ..... my prJ1'y'~; 1 i. e. the pray~r or wi/h, which you have jUll n~ 
1Jttfred, ~nd ""hic!, J dev""tly join in by faying ame!: to it. Mr. 
Theobald and Dr. Warburton unneceRaril¥, I think, read--'hJ praye~. 

M"LO>"t. 
The people pray as well ,as the prieft, though the latt"r only p_ 

:nounees the words, which the people make their own by fa~ing Artllln t<t 
them. It Is, after this, needlefs to add, that the Devil (in the /hape 
(J( a lew) could /lot croff S"/drill", prayer, wJ,;ch as far as it was Jingly 
his, was already en~cd. HE A T H. 

1 -II banil'lI/t, "Prodlld!,] Qr. Warbu.tolt aJk •• fl Why a prodi
,al i" and capricioufly reads, a bankrupt for a prodigal. M.,u. ON E. 

There could be, in Shylock's opinion, no prOdigality more culpable 
than {ueh h~rality as that by which a man cqofea himfelf to ruin for 
Lis friad. JOHNSON. 

His lending money without interefi, .. lor" .:bl ijlitln rOUYlify,' WH 

(likcwife) a;eaion fot the JtJ' ~ tall An,hllllio prodiGal. l>D'WAIlI>I. 

a begS·H. 
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a bc~gat. that VI~ u!ed tdtOme -r; {mug upon the mart .. -
let him look. to h19 bonf'f he was wont to call me ufurer ; 
.... let him look to hi. ):Iond: he was wont to lend money 
for a Chriftian cour~y ;-let him look to his bond. 

S~/ar. Why, I am lure, if he forfeit, thou will not take 
his HeJh; What't that good (or i 

Shy. To bait hili withal: if it wiII feed nothing elfe. 
it will feed my reveage. He hath difgraced me, and
l!inder'd me half a million; laugh'd at my loifes, 
lIlock'd at my gains. fcorn'd my nation, thwarted my 
bargains, cool'd my friend., heated mine e~mies J And 
what'li his rea(on? I alit a Jew: Hath not' a Jew eyes t 
hath not a Jew h~nds; org~s, dimeniions, fenfes, af. 
fedions, ~affion'!J fed with the fame food, llurt with th. 
fame weapons, fUJl'.Icet to the fame difeafes, heal'd by the 
fame means, \ft'rm'd and cool'd by the fame winter od 
fummc;r, as a Chriftian is! If you prick us, do we not 
bleed 4 ( If~ou tickle us, do we not laugh i If YOIl poi .. 
[on us, d~~e not die? and if you wrong us, fuall we not 
revengeJ If we are like you in the reft, we will refemblc 
you in that. If a Jew wrong a Chriftian, what is hi. 
humility 1 revenge: If a Chriftian wrong a Jew, what 
fuould his fuft"erance be b"y Chriftian examplel why, re· 
venge. The villainy you teach me, I wiU execute; 
and it 1hall go hard, but I will better the inftrucHon. 

Enter II Servn·nt. 
Stt'v. Gentlemen, my Jl1after Anthonio is at hb hour •• 

• nd defues to fpeak with you both. 
Sa/ar. We have been up and down to feek him. 

E"ur TI1.AL. . 
Sa/a1l. Here comes another of the trih'e; a third can .. 

JI.Ot be ru.atch'd, unlefs the devil himfelf turn Jew. 
[E~tUIZt'SALUI. SALAIl. a"tI Servant. 

4 If you pricl UI, do 'Wt not bletd 1'] Thus Plutarch', Life df 
ezfar, p. [40, quarto, v. iv. "Czfar does DOt confider that hi. rub. 
lctb ani mortal, a~ 101". ""I>", &luf are prj,.}.J,:' ... ." ,,;;, "tU 

"."1",, "',)-wil." 1t."At .1. ~ .. 1 .. ,,...,, .. ,.... ~. W. 
E ~ $/;J. 
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Shy. How nbW, Tub~, W~peW8' ft01n Gtnoa? hall 

thou found ftly daughter l . 
cru/;. I often came where I did j~ar of her, but can

not find her. 
SI:ty. Why there, there, there, there.! a diamond gone. 

eoft me two thoufand ducats in Frankfort'! The curfe never 
fell up.on our nation till now; I never felt it till now:
two thoufand ducats in that; and other precious, preci
ous jewels.-I would, my daughter wele dead at my foot. 
and the jewels in her ear! 'would fhe were hears'd at my 
foot, and tlie ducats in hee coffin I No news of them ?
Why, fo :-~nd I know not what's fpent in the fearch. 
Why, thou 10fs upon lofs ! the thief g,;,ne with fo much. 
and fo much to find the thief; and no'fatisfaCtton, no re
venge: nor no ill luck frirring, but \vhat lights 0' my 
fhoulders; no fighs, but 0' my breathin!': no tears, but 
0' my {hedding. . 

Cf'ub. Yes, other men have ill luck too; J1nthonio. as 
I heard in Genoa,- ~ 

Shy. What, what, what? in luck, ill luck ? " 
cr'ub. -hath an argofy caft away, coming from Tri. 

polis. 
Shy. I thank God, I thank God :-15 it true! is it 

true! 
crub. I [poke with fome of the failors that efcape{i the 

wreck. • 
Shy. I thank thee. good Tubal ;-Good news, good 

news: ha! ha !-Where? in Genoa S r 
tf'u6. Your daughter [pent in Genoa, as I heard, ont 

night, [ourreore ducats. 
Shy. Thou frick'ft a dagger in me :-1 fuall never fee 

my gold again: Fourfcore ducats at a fitting! fourfeore 
ducats! 

Cf'uh. There came divers Qf Anthonio's creditors in 
my company to Venice, that fwear he cannot choofe but 
break. 

r -Where ~ in G'noll fJ The old flll'ie, read-H", in Cenll. (.'Qr~ 
",a.d by Mr. Rowe. M,HONl. 

$1.»0 
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'hy. I am VJtf glad '; '1"11 plague him; I'll tor-

ture him; I am glad 0 

'XJlS. One of them ewed me a ring. that he had of 
your daughter for a onkey. 

Shy. Out upon h ! Thou tortureft me, Tubal: it was 
,Jy turquoife; I l.ad it of Leah, when I was a bachelor·; 
I would not hav,* given it for a wildernefs of monkies. 

-rub. Rut Antlionio is certainly undone. 
Shy. Nay, that's true, that's very true; Go, Tubal. 

fee me an officer, befpeak him a fortnight before: I will 
have the heart of him. if he forfeit; for were he out of 
Venice, I can make what merchandize I w:dl: Go, go. 
Tubal, an~ mee~ me at ou. fynagogue; go, good, Tu~ 
hal; at <Alr fyna&!gue, Tubal. (Extunt. 

's C ENE Ilt 
RJbnont. A Room in Portia's Houfi. 

Enter llr(SANIO, PORTIA, GRATIANO, NI!RlSSA~ 
.,pand Attendants. -< rhe cajkets are fit out. 

Pore I pray you, (atlj"; paufe a day or two, 

6 _ it 'Was my turquoi(e; 1 bll4 ;t of I •• ab, 'Wbtll 1 'Was II hache/or I J 
A tur'luoife is a precious fione found in the veins of the mountains on 
the confiaes of Perlia to the eaft, fubjeCl: to the Tartars. As Shylock 
had "een lIlarried long enough to have a daughter grown up, it is plain 
he did not value this turquoifc on accouat of the money for which he 
might hope to fell it, but merely in relpect of the imaginary virtues 
formerly afcribed to the it!)ne. Jt was faid of the Turkey-/lont', that it 
faded or brightened in its ~lollr, as the health of the wearer ~llcrca(e<1 
or ilrew Ids. To this Ben Jonfon refers, in his Sejllnul : 

" And true as 'Illrky. in my dear lord's ring, 
" ~ well er 1Il with him." 

Again, EilIRard Fenton in Stcrtte Wonaers of Nat",." bI.I. quarto, 
1569 : " The 'IurA,y' doth move when there is any peril prepared t. 
him that weareth it." P. 51. b. 

But Leah (if we m~y believe Thomas 'Nicoh, fometimes of Jefu8 
College in Cambridge, in h,s Lapid"", &c.) might havF prefente4 Shy_ 
lock with his 'Iur'luoife for a better reafon; as this !lone" is bkeWlfe 
(aid to take "way all enmIty. and to reconcile m~ and wife." 

Other [upelfiitious qualities are imputed to it, alI of which were 
either mOllitory, or pre[erviltivc ofth. wearer. 51');& VIlU. 

£ 3 Before: 
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Before you ward; for, c ng wrc)ng. 
1 lofe your company; therefore, r':1ear a while: 
There's fomething tells me, (but' is not love,) 
I would not lofe you; and you know llTfelf, 
Hate counfels not in fum a quality: 
But left you fuould not underftand me well, 
(And yet a maiden hath no tongue but th.'ought,) 
I would detain you here fome mondl or two, 
Before you venture for me. I couI'd teach you 
How to choofe right, but then I am forfworn ; 
So will I never be: fo may you mifs me ; 
But if you da,. you'll make me wifu a fin, 
That 1 had been forfworn. ~efhrew y~r eyes t 

They have o'er-Iook'd me, and divide me; 
One half of me is yours, the other half, )urs,
Mine own, I woulCliJay; but if mine, t ilIryOurS, 
And fa all yours 7 : 0, tnefe naughty times ' 
Put bars between the owners and their right5 ~ 
And fo, though yours, not yours.-Prove it fo, 
Let fortune go to hell for it, ....... not 18. 
I fpeak too long; but 'tis to peize the time' i 
To eke it, and to draw it out in length, 
To fray you from election. 

Baj(. Let me choofe; 
For, as I am, I live upon the rack. 

Por. Upon the rack, JJalfanio 1 then confer. 

7 And fa all yours =_) The latter word is here ure<! as a dhTyllable, 
In the next line b!lt one below, where the (ame word occurs twi;:e, our 
author, WJth his ufuallicence, employs one as a word of two fyllables~ 
and the other as amonofyllable. MALO:NE. 

8 Lit fortune go to b<ll for jr,_not 1.) The meanin-$ is, "If the 
wo.ll. I fe .. Ihould happen, and jt 1l1Ouid prove in the event, that I, 
who am jum)" yours by the free donAtIOn 1 have made you of rnyfelf, 
lhould yet not be yours in conlequence of an unlucky choice, let tor
tune go to hell for robbing you yt your juil: due, Dot 1 fur vJClating my 
oath. HEA1ji. 

9 - to petz.e Ibe ti"" jJ To pei:.:e is from pt/er, Fr. So, in KiGl 
llichard III r 

If Left leaden !lumber pei",e me d()wn t"-Morrow." 
1'0 pei;.:.. fbi lim" therefOlc, JS IV relard il PJ ba"g;"l 'W,ights up." it. 

STJ;EVENS. 

What 
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What treUttl tllere i. mi.n,gled wlth your love. 
.. Balf. None,' but that~ly trea[on of miA:ruft. 
Which 'makes me fea?tM enjoying of my love: 
There may as well be amity and hfe 
'Tween fnow and fi"re, as treafon and my love. 
, Por. Ay, but, lfeu, you fpe~k U~Oll the rack. 
Where men enforced do fpeak any thmg. 

Balf. Promife me life, and I'll confefs the truth. 
Por. Well then, confefs, and live. 
Balf. Confefs. and love, 

Had been the very fum of tIlY oonfeffion : 
o happy torment, when m.y torturer 
Doth ""h ~W'" fur doli.",.", , 
But let nte to m ortune and the calkets. 

Por. Away thc, ! I am lock'd in one of them; 
If you do lov , you will find me out.-
Nerilfa, a he refr, ftand all aloof.-
Let ~ufic found, while he doth make his choice. 
Then, if e lofe, he makes a fwan-like end, 
Fadin . n munck: that th~ comparifon • 
M and more proper, my eye 111a11 be the ftreara, 
And wat'ry death-bed for him: He may win j 
And what is mufick then? then mufick is 
Even as the fiourifu when true (ubjects bow 
T~a new-crowned monarch: fucll it is. 
As are thofe dulcet founds in break of day, 
That creep into the dreaming bndegroom's ear, 
And fummon hiro. to marriage. "Now he goes, 
With no lcfs prefence I, but with much more love. 
Than young Alcides, when he did redeem 
The vlTgin tribute paid by howling Troy 
To the fea-monfrer:>: I ftand for facrifice; 
The reft aloof are the Dardanian wives. 

• With 7/0 left prlp"el,] With the [arne diglfity Djm;6/t. JOIfN~O" • 
• 'To tbe [ta-mon)er : J See Ovid. Metamorph. Lib. Xl. ver. I9~' 

et fc<\'!. Shakfpt.are however, I belie~, had read an account of thll 
adventure in "Th. PejJ1'fIfiion if 'Troy :-" Laomedon call his eyea aU 
bewept on hi:n, (Hercules] and Was all abathed to ree his C"utnrfs ami 
lIis·bt"uty." !>ec B. I. p. 2.. , edit. 1617. M.uolII.l:. 

E 4 Witb 
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With bleared vifages, come forlll.to view 
The Hfue of the explOlt. Go, ~cu es ! 
Live thou, I live .-With much m~h more difmay 
I view the fight, than thou that mak'ft the fray 

'Whtl)l BA5SAN10 lommm's Dn the tllftell t. 
hl1nJeIf· 

}teply. 

SON G. 

J. crell me, whers is fancy - bred, 
Or til the heart, or In the bead? 
]!ow begot, how rlollrijhed? 

2. 1f l! urgender'd In tbe eyes, ( 
Wltb g'aZlJJg fed; and fan 11:'J 
hI tht C)"adlt: wbfre it [,tJ: ~ 

Let UI all r'1zg fOlIcy '; knell;. 
I'll begzr. zt,-lJmg dang, bell. 

All. Dwg dong, bdl. 

BaJ!.-So may the outward fuows be lea!!: tllemfl.:"es 1 ; 

The world is ih11 d('ceiv'd WIth ornament. 
In law, what plea [0 tainted and (.Qrrupt, 
But, being {ea{oll'd with a gracious voice·. 
Ob[cures the {how of evil? In religion, 
What da.mned error, but [orne [obel brow 
Will bIers it. and apprtSve it with a text, 
Hiding the gro{[nefs with fair ornament? 
There is no vice S fa fimple, but a{[umcs 
Some mark of virtue on his outward parts. 
How many coward~, whofe hearts are .111 as falfe 
As ftairs of [and, wear yet upon their chins 
The beards of Hercules, and frowning Mar~ ; 
Who, inward [earch'd, have livers white as milk? 

• _fancy] here, as in many other pl.ces,ligniiie. love. M.o\LON;i. 

I b'. may the outward lhaw, &c.] He begills a~ruptly; the firll: part of 
fIhe argument has "ailed In hIS mmd. J () H " , 0 N. 

4 - grsClous "V()l fe,] Pleafin~; winnIng f",vlJlJr .. JOIUfSON. 
5 <[,bere i, no vlce-) The ohl copIes reau-vo".. 1 he cmendatio.a 

... ~m.l\le bJ \.he edltur ofthefccond foho. M.uo~ 1:. 

.And 
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And dlef¢1lfume but v'llour's excrement tl

• "0 render them redol1bted. Look on beanty. 
And you .!hall fee 'ti., purchltS'd by the weight 7 ; 

Which therein works a miracle in nature, 
Making them lighteft that wear moll: of it : 
~o are thofe crifped a fnaky golden locks, 
Which make fuch wanton gambols with the wind~ 
Upon fuppofed faimef" often known 
To be the dowry of a fecond head, 
Tlle {cull that bred them, in ~1;!.e fepulchre •• 
Thus ornament' hut the guiTed {hore I 

To a molt dan~ rous rea,; the beauteolls (t;arf 
Veiling an Indi beauty; tin a word, 
The feefning tr which cunning times put on 
To entrap the weft. Therefore, thou gaudy gold.. 
Hard food fi idas, I will none of thee: 

. Nor ;tone q ee, thou pale and common drudge 

b _ val"r'.1 excrement,] i. e. what a little bigheris called thehelfr4 
of HercuJ,<~. ~o, "pedler's c>(crmunt," in the WInter's 'Tal •• M ALO!/ E. 

7.:7"ily tb. wClgbt;] That i .. arlrji(la/ buury is purchafed Co; u. 
f~air, &c. S'n:xvENs. 
, • _ crifped-l i. e. curled. ST£I:VI:NS. 

9 _ In the j,pulrb;,e.) S.e a note on 'Timon .f Atbe,u, Aa IV. fc. iii. 
Shakfpeare has likewde fatirized this yet prevailing falhion in Low', 
Lahou"s Lojl. STJ:EVENS. 

lee ~lfv VoJ. I. p. 176. The prevalence of thi. [./hion in Sh:ak. 
fpeare" time is evinced by the following.paifage in an old pamphlet en
titled 'I'he HonejJie of Ihis Age, prov;M: 6y good (ircu",jla"" fbar tbe 
'W.rld wa. flever bo.tjI till flOW, by Barn.be Rich, quarn.. lli.l S 1-
" My lady holdeth on herwa" perh.ps to the tire-maker's ihop, where 
Ihe /haketh her cro.wnes to bellow upon fume new faMoned attire, upoft 
futh artificial deformed periwig., that they were fitter to turnillt a 
the ... tre, or for her that in a ltage-play ihould reprefentfome hag 01 hell. 
thall to be ufed by a chrifrian woman." Again, ibid: "Thefe attire
makrrs withm thefe for tie yeares were: not known by that name; anti" 
but lIOW very lately they kept their lowzie commodity of periwig., and 
their monfirvus attires dofed in boxes I-and thore women that ured to 
weare tbem would nut buy them but in {ecret, BQt now they are not 
./hamed to fet them forth upon their ttalh,,-fuch monft~oul mop.powle. 
of haire, fo proportioned .nd deformed, that but wlthin thefe twenty 
or thirty yeares would ha>e drawne the parrers-by to ftand and galA', 
.. nd to wonder oIt them." MALON E. • 

• - tbe guiled /bore] i. e. the trcacberoTl.ihore. STIl&VENI. 

C"i/eJ for hcguilmg; the pallin for the ~n participle. MALO!!E. 

'Tween 
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'Tween ma~ .nd nfin: but thou, thou ~eageJ' lead+ 
Which rath..- threatneft, than dod promlfe aught, 
Thy plainne!s moves me more than eloquen~ ~, 
Aad here choofe I; Joy be the confequence! 

Por. How all the other pafiions fleet to air, 
As doubtful thoughts, and ralh-cmbrac'd delpair. 
And lhudd'ring fear, and green .ey'd jealoufy. 
o love, be moderate. allay thy ecflafy, 
In meafure rain thy joy 3, fcant this excefs ; 
I feel too much thy blelling, make it lefs, 

For 
~ 'Thy palene{s "'''''' .. "'6 "'~r' th"" d()({fl'"U, 1 ~traniO is di{pleafed 

at the goldCll fltj1t't for ita gautllWeftc and the IiTv cme for its paltl/eft; 
but what! i~ he charmed with the leaden one fo -.laving th<fvery fame 
'iuaJity that difl'Jeafed him in the Iilver? The poe ertamly wrote-'lby 
plainnefs ,mAl" M. &c. This charaCterizes the ~cJ..frorn the lilver, 
which pi1letlef, does not, they being both palt. Belio<" there is a be~u~ 
ty in the antlthefis bc:twe~n pla.n71t{. and .fDruen •• ; b 'ween paltnt} 
and e!D'!utn" none. ~;o it i$ raid bel ore of the Itad,. rajlu : 

'lIm third, dulll<aJ, with warning all as blunt. W R !lUI!. TON. 

It rliay be that Dr. Warburton has altered the IVlong wol'd, if any 
alteratIon be necetrar)'. I would rather give the c"aratler ",c.lilv". 
" _ thou flai., and common drudge &c.'· The pllle~'Jr of l.IId r. "'r 
&ver aUudtd to. "Diane declining, pale as any ledd.," fays Sr.pbe .. 
H".""s. In Fairfax's Tajfo, we have _ 

" Thelord Tancredi., pale with rage as leaL" 
As to the antithelis, Shakfpeare has already made it in the Mid/,,_ 

""r NIght's Drla", • .. When (fays Thefeus) I have Ceen great clerkl 
lobk pa'e, e 

" I read as much, as from the rattling tongue 
.. Of fallcyand audaclouselo9uelfce." FAlun. II. 

Our author again mentions the ptlfeneji nf lead in Rom", aft,~ Juliet r 
"Unwieldy, flow, heavy, and pale as/(ad." 

By laying an emphafis on Thy. (Thy paleneC. move! me &c.J Dr. 
W' •• objeCtion is obviated. Though Bananio m'ght objeCt to lilver, 
that " pa,e and tom",on dnttllf," lead, though fait alfo, yet not be'n; 
jn dally ufe, might, in his opInion, de(erve a prelerence. I have there
fore great doubts concerning Dr.Warburton's emend allan. MAI.ONE. 

3 In mNJJure rain thy joy,] The folio and one of the quartos r~ad 
_rain., The other quarto--ranlt. Dr. Johnfon once thought that 
rem was the word intended by the allthor. The words rWI and rdil. 
(he ?bfe~ves) were not at that time diibnguilhea by r~gl1\ar orthography. 
Ha"tng trequent oentian to make the fame obfe"~tion in the pClufai or 
the firft rOllO, J am alfQ ftrongly inclined c" the former word; but as 
the {ext it lfllelllgl hie, have rna"e no change. Rein in the fecond in-

4 fu~ 


