












































































































































, 106 MERCHANT @F VENICE.

| toak the refolution of fecing Anfaldo, who rofe from his chair, and

. rupning to embrace him, told him he was welcome : Giannetto with
tears returned his embraces. Ampfaldo heard his tale: Do not grieve,
my dear fon, fays he, we have fill enough: the fea enriches fome
men, others it ruins.

Poor Giannetto’s head was day and night full of the thoughts of his
bad fuccefs. When Anfaldo enquired what was the matter, he con«

_ fefled, he could never be contented till he fhould be in a condition to
‘regain all that he loft.  When Anfaldo found him refolved, he began to
every thing he had, to furnifh this other fine fhip with merchan-
ze: but, as he wanted @ill ten thoufand ducats, he applied himfelf to
¥ a Jew at Meftri, and borrowed them oncendition, that if they were not
paid on the feaft of St. John inithe next month of June, that the Jew
might take a pound of flefli from any part of his body he pleafeds An-
faldo agreed, and the Jew had an 8bligation drawn, and witnefled, with
all the form and ceremony necefiary; and then counted him the ten
thoufand ducats-of gold, with which Anfaldo bought what was ftill
wanting for the veffel. This laft fhip was finer and better freighted
than the other two 3 and his companions made ready for their voyage,
with a defign that whatever they gained fhould be for their f' .u.
‘When it was time to depart, Anfaldo told Giannetto, that fince he well
knew the obligation to the Jew, he entreated, that if any misfortune
. happened, he would return to Venice, that he might (ec him before he
died ; and then he could leave the world with fatisfaciion : Giannetto
promifed to do every thing that he conceived might give him pleafure.
Anfaldo gave him his blefling, theytook their leave, ard the fhips fet
out.

Giannetto had nothing in Pis head but to fteal into Beimonte; and
he prevailed with one of the failors in the night to fail the veffel into
the port. It was told the lady, that Giannetto was arrived it port.
She faw from the window the vefiel, and immediately fent for him.

Giannetto goes to the caftle, the day is fpent in joy and feafting ; and
to honour him, a tourgament is ordered, and many barons anc knights
silted that day. Giannetto did wonders, fo well did he underftand the
Jance, and was {o graceful a figure on horfe-back : he pleafed fo much,
that all were defirous to have him for their lord.

The lady, when it was the ufual time, catching him by the hand,

* begged him to take his reft. When he paffed the door of the chamber,
one of the damfels in a whifper faid to him, Make a pretence to drink
the liquor, but touch notone drop. The lady faid, I know you muff be
thirfty, I muft have you drink before you go to bed : immediately t ¥o
damfels entered the room, and prefented the wine. Who can refufe
wine from fuch beautiful hands ? cries Giannetto: at which the lady
fmiled. Giannetto takes the cup, and making as if he drank, pours
the wine into his bofom, The lady thinking he had drank, fays afide
to heglelf with great joy, You muft go, young man, and bring apother
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fhip, for this is condemned. Giannetto went to bed, and began to Taowe &
as if he fleptfoundly, The lady perceiving this, laid herf®lf down by «
kis fide.” Giannetto lofes no time, but turning to the lady, embrace
her, faying, Now am I in pofi¢ffion of my utmoft wifhes, When Gie
annetto camé out of his chamber, he was knighted,nnd?ﬁccd in the
chair of ftate, had the feeptie put into his hand, and Was proclaimed

« fovereign of the country, with greaf pomp ands fplendour; and whens
the lords and ladies were come to the caftle, fenmnrriedh:he lady in great
ceremony. i k- . ™ '

Giannetto governed excellently, and caufed juftice to. be adminiftered
impartially. Hecontinued fome time In his happy fate, and never en-
tertained a thoughtof poor Anfalde, who had given his bond to the Jew.
for ten thoufand ducats. But one day, as he ftood ‘at the :n'ndowu_
the palace with his bride, he faw a number of people pafs along the
piazza, with lighted torches in theirshands. What. is the meaning-
of this? faysﬁbe- The lady anfweted, They are artificess, Mrﬁo

raake their offerings at the church of St. ’Iohn, this day. being his fefti<
val. Giannetto inftantly recollected Anfaldo, gave a figh, and
,_turned pale. His lady enquired the caufe of-his ] . He
1w he feit nothing. She continued to prefs. t earneftnefs,
till he Was obliged to confefs the caufe of his w Anfaldo
* was engaged for the money j that the term was expired ; and the grief

he was in was left his father fhould lofe his lifgrm' “if the .
ten thoufand ducats were not paid that day, he mi 8
fieth, The lady told him to mount on horfe-b! and go by Tand the
neareft way, to take fome attendants, and an hundvred tho ucats 3,
and not ftop till he arrived ar Venice ; and if he was not to en=
deavour to bring Anfaldo to her. “Giannetto takes horfe*with twenty
attendants, and makes the beftof his w  Venice. .
The fjme being expired, the Jéw had feized Anfilldo, and i on.
having a pound of his fleth, He entreated him only to wai \'g;rdayc;
that if his dear Giannetto arrived, he might have the pleafure of em=
bracing him : the Jew replied he was willing to wait; but; I

will cur off the of flefh, according to the words of the obligations *
Anfaldo anfwerer at he was content. i . x
Several merchants would have jointly paid the i&y; the Jew

would not hearken to the propofal, but infifted that he might havethe
fatisfaltion of faying, that he had put to death the greateft of the' €hfi- , «
ftian merchants. Giannetto making all pofiible hafte to Venice,, his @
lady foon followed him jn a lawyer’s habit, with two fervants attending
her, Giannetto, when he came to Venice, goes to the Jew, and (after #
embracing Anfaldo) tells him,<he is ready to pay the money, as
much more as he fhoulddemand. ‘The Jew faid, he would take no’
money, fince it was not paid at the time due ; but that he would have
the pound of fleth, Every one blamed the Jew; but as Venice was a
P place where juftice was ftrickly adminiftered, and the Jew had his pre-
tenfions grounded on gublick and received forms, their only gelource was
entreaty ;
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entreaty 5 and when the merchants of Venice applied to him, he was
inflexible. Giannetto offered him twenty thoufand, then.thirty thou-
fand, afterwards forty, fifty, and at laf: an hundred thoufand ducats.
The Jew rold him, if he would give him as much gold as Venice was
worth, he would not accept it 3 and fays he, you know little of me, if
you think T will defift from my demand. i
The lady now arrivesat Venicey, in her lawyer’s drefs; and alight-
Ing at an inn, the landlord afks of one of the ferv#nts, who his mafter
was : The fervant anfwered, that he was a young lawyer who had
finifhed his fudies at Bologna. The landlord upon this hews his guett
great civility : and when he attended at dinner, the lawyer enquiring
how juftice was adminiftered in that city, he anfwered, juftice in this
place is too (evere ; and related the cafe of Anfaldo. Says the lawyer,
this queflion may be eafily anfwered. I7 you can anfwer it, fays the
1andlord, and fave this worthy mar from death, you will get the love
and efteem of all the beft men of this city. The lawyer caufed a pro-
clamation to be made, that whoever had any law matters to determine,
they fhould have recourfe to him : fo it was told to Giannetto, that a
famous lawyer wag come from Bologna, who could decide all cafes in
Jaw. Giannetto propofed to the Jew to apply tc this lawyer. Wit'.
all my heart, fays the Jew ; but let who will come, I will ftick-.s'my
bond. They came to this judge, and faluted him. Giannetto did 1.i.
rememberhim : for he had difguifed his face with the juice of certain
herbs, Giannetto, and the Jew, each told the merits of the caufe to
the judge; who, when he had taken the bond and read it, faid to the
Jew, I muft have you take the hundred thoufand ducats, and releafe
this honeft man, who will always have a grateful fenie of the favour
done to him. The Jew replied, I will do no fich thing. The judge
anfwered, it will be better for you. The Jew was pofitive to yield
nothing. Upon this they go to the tribunal appointed for fuch judg-
ments: and our judge fays to the Jew, Lo you cut a pound of this
man’s fleth where you chufe. The Jew ordered him to be firipped
naked ; and takes in his hand a razor, which had been made on pur-
pofe. Gianpetto {ecing thisy turning to the judge, this, fays he, is not
the favour I afked of you. Be quiet, fays he, the nd of flefh is not
yet cut off. As foon as the Jew was going to begin, Take care what
you do, fays the judge, if you take more or lefs than a pound, T will order
your head to be ftruck off: and befide, if you fhed one drop of blood,
you fhall be put to death.  Your paper makes no mention of the fhed-
ding of blood j but fays exprefly, that you may take a pound of fleth,
neither more nor lefs. He immediately fent for the executioner to bring
the block and ax ; and now, fays he, if I fee one drop of blood, off goes
your head. At length the Jew, after much wrangling, told him, Give
me the bundred thoufand ducats, and I‘am coatent. No, fays the
Jjudge, cut oft your pound of fleth according o your bond : why did not
you take the money when it was offered ? The Jew came down to nine-
ty, and then to eighty thoufand : but the judge was ftill refolute.

* Giannetto
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Giannetto told the judge to give what he required, that Anfaldo might
have his liberty : but he replied, let me manage hims Then the Jew
would have taken fifty thoufand : he faid, [ will not give you a penny.
Give me atleaft, fays the Jew, my own ten thoufand ducats, and a curfe
confound you all. The judge replies, I will give you nothing: if you
will have the pound of flefh, take it; if not, I will order your bond to
ybe protefted and annulled. The Jew feeing he could gain nothing, tore
in pieces the bond ina greatrage. Anfaldo was releafed, and conduét-
ed home with great joy by Giannetro, who carried the hundred thou-~
fand ducats to the inn to the lawyer. The lawyer faid, I do not want
money ; carry it back to yourlady, that the may not fay, that you have
fquandered it away idly. Says Giannerto, my lady is fo kind, that I
might [pend four timesas much without incurring her difpleafure. How
are you pleafed with the lady ? fays the lawyer, I love her better than
any earthly thing, anfivers Giannetto z) nature feems to have done her
urmoft in forming her. If you will come and fee her, you will be fur-
vrifed at the Honours fhe will fhew you. I cannot go with you, fays
the lawyer; but fince you fpeak fo much good of her, I muft defire you
to prefent my refpe@s ta her. I will not fail, Glannetto anfwered ;
" Zad now, let me entreat you to accept of fome of the money. While
he W Jfpeaking, the lawyer obferved a ring on his finger, and faid, if
,»a will give me this ring, I fhall feek no other reward. Willingly, fays
Giannetto ; but as it is a ring given me by my lady, to wear for her
fake, I have fome reluétance to part with ity and fhe, not fecing it on
my finger, will believe, that{ have given it toa woman, Says the law-
yer, fhe efteems you fufficiently to credit what you tell her, and you may
fay you made a prefent of it to- me ; but I rather think you want to
give it to {ome former miftrefs here in Venice, So great, fays Gian-
nctto, is the love and reverence I bear to her, that I would not change
her for any woman in the world. = After this he takes the ring from his
finger,"and prefents it to him. I have fill a favour to alk, fays the
lawyer. It fhall be granted, fays Giannetto., It is, replicd be, that
you do not ftay any time here, but go as foon as poffible to your lady.
It appears to me a thoufand years till I fee her, anfwered Giannettoz
and immediately they take leave of each other. The lawyer embarked,
and left Venice. Giannetto took leave of his Venetian friends, and
carried Anfaldowith him, and fome of his old acquaintance accompanied
them, The lady arrived fome days before ; and having relumed her
female habit, pretended to have fpent the time at the baths ; and now
gave order to have the ftreets lined with tapeftry : and when Giannetto
and Anfaldo were landed, all the court went out to meet them.
they arrived at the palate, the lady ran to embrace Anfaldo, but feigned
anger againft Giannetto, though fhe loved him exceffively : yetthe feaft-
ingsy tilts, and diverfions weaton as ufual, at which all the lords and
ladies were prefent. ~ Giannetto feeing that his wife did not receive him
with her accuftomed good countenance, called her, and would have fa-
iuted her, She told him, the wanted none of his carefles : 1 am f}ue.
' ays
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fays ‘The, you have been lavith of them -0 fome of your fc miftreffes.
Gys my“bm ake excufes. Skhe afked him, wiwtuuthg ’xin;
ihe had given him: is no more than what I expected, cries Gian-
netto, and I was in the rightto fay you would be angry with me ; but,
1.fwear, by all that i facred, and by your dear felf, that I gave the
* ring tothe lawyer ‘Who gained our caufe. And I can fwear, fays the
lady, with as much folemnity, that ycu gave the ring £6 a woman :
therefore fwear no more.  Giannetto protefted that what he had toid
her was true, and that he faid all this to the lawyer, when he afked for
thering. The lady replied, you would Lave done much better to, ftay
at Venice with your miftrefies, for I fear they all wept when you came
away. Giannetto’s tears began to fall, and in great forrow he aflfured
her, that what fhe fuppofed could not be true, “The lady feeing his
tears, which were daggers in her bofom, ran to embrace him, and ina
fit of laughter fhewed the ring, and told him, that fhe was herfelf the
laswyer, and how fhe obtained t&e'tiﬁz. Giannetto was greatly aftonith-
- ed, finding it all true, and told the ftory to the nobles an to his com-
_panions ; and this heightencdgreatly the love between him and his lady.
He then called the damfel who had given him the good advice in the
evening not to drink the liquor, and gave hep to Anfaldo for 2 wife ¢
and they fpent the reft of their lives in g? felicity and coe/ic-
ments, : -
Ruggicri de Figiovanni.took a refolution of going, for fome time, to
the court of Alfonfo king of Spain. He was gracioully received,
" and living there fome time in great magnificence, and giving remark-
able proofs of his courage, was greatly efteemed. Having frequent op-
portunities of examining minutely the behaviour of* the king, he ob~
ferved, that he gave, as hethought, with little difcernment, caftles, and
baronies, to fuch who were unworthy of his favours; and to himfelf,
who might pretend to be of fome eftimationy he.gave nothing : he there=
fore thought the fitteft thing to be doneygvas fo d!;mnd leave of the king
to return home. . v R Wt
His requeft was granted, and-the king prefented him with one of the
moft beautiful and excellént mules, that had ever been mounted. , One
of the king’s trufty firvants was gommanded to accompany Ruggieri,
and riding zlong with him, to pick up, and recolle@ every word he faid
of the king, and then mention that it wag the order of his fovereign,
that he fhould go back to him, The man watching the opportunity,
Joined Ruggieri when he fet out, faid he was going towards Ital';,id.
wéuld be glad to ride in company with him. Ruggieri jogging on with
his mylc, and talking of one thing or other, it being near nine o’clock,
t'old.hxs companion, t{A‘at they would do well to put up their mules 2
little 5 and as foon as they entered the ftable, every beaft, except his, be-
gan toftale.  Riding'on further, they came to a river, and watering the
_beafts, his mule ftaled in therivers you untoward beaft, fays he, you
.are like your mafter, who gave you to me. The fervant remembered
. . - this

o
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this exprefiion, many others as they rode on all day together; but
he heard not'a fingle word drop from him, but what was in praife of the
king. The'next morning Ruggieri was told the order of the king, and
inftantly turned back. When the king had heard whar he had faid of
the mule, he commanded him into his prefence, and with a {mile, afked
him, for What reafon he had compared the mule to him. Ruggicri an-
fwered, My reafon is plain, you give where you ought not to give, and
where you ought to give, you give nothing ; in the fame manner the
mule would not ftale where fhe ought, and where fhe ought not, there
fhe ftaled. The king faid upon this, If I have not rewarded you as X
have many, do not entertain a thought that I was infenfible to your
great merit ; it is Fortune who hindered me ; fhe is to blame, and not
1; and I will fhew'yoti manifeftly that I fpeak truth. My difcontent,
firy proceeds not, anfwered Ruggieri, from a defire of being enriched, but
from your not having given the {malleft teftimony to my deferts in your
fervice : neverthelefs your excufe is velid, and I am ready to fee the
proof you mention, though I can eafily believe you without it, The
king conduéted him to a‘hall, where he had already commanded two
large cafkets, fhut clofe, to be placed ‘and before a large company told

_ Ruggieri, that in one of them was contained hig crown, fcepter, and all

g tewels, and that the other was full of earth: choofe which of them
you uise beft, and tha\yo_u will fee that it is not I, but your fortune
o't has been ungratefuls ~ Ruggieri chofe one. It was found to be the
cafket full of earths Theking faid to him with'a fmile, Now you may
fee Ruggieri, that what I told yon of fortune is true ; but for your fake,
1 will oppofe her with all my firength. You have no intention, I am
certain, to Jive in Spain, therefore I will offer yoi no preferment here ;
but that cafket which fortune denied you, thall be yours in defpite of
her : carry it with you into your own country, fhew it to your friends,
and ncighboursy as my gift to yoi you have my permitiion to boaft,
that it is a reward of your virtues, ;

Of The MercuanT of Venice . the ftyle is even and eafy, with
few peculiarities of dition, or anomalies of conftru@ion. The comick
part raifes laughter, and the ferious fixes expeétation. The probability
of either one or the other ftory cannot be maintained. The union of
two aétions in one event is in this drama eminently happy. Dryden
was much pleafed with his own addrefs in conne€ting the two plots of
his Sganifp Friar, which yet, I believe, the critick will find excelled
by this play. Jonnsown.

Gregorio Leti, in his Life of Sixtus V. tranflated by Ellis Farnea
worth, 17945, haslikewife this kind of ftory.

¢¢ It was currently reported in Rome that Drake had taken and plun-
dered S. Domingoe in Hifpaniola, and carricd off an immenfe booty :
this account came in a private letter to Pan/ Secchi, a very confiderable
merchant in the city; who had large concerns in thofe parts which he
had infured. Upon the receiving this news he fent for the infurer
Jamfon Ceneda, a Jew, and acquainted him with it.  The Jew, whoﬁ:

intere!
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intereft it was to have fuch a report thought falfe, gave many teafons
why it could not poflibly be true; and at laft worked himfelf up into
fuch a paffion, that he faid, ¢ I'll lay you a pound of my flefh itis a
lie.”

Secchi, who was of a fiery hot temper, replied, ¢ If you like it, I'll
lay you a thoufand crowns againft a pound of your flefh thatit is true.”
The Jew accepted the wager, and articies were immediately executed
between them, the fubftance of which was, ¢ That if Seechi wor, he
fhould himfelf cut the fleth with a fharp knife from whatever part of the
Jew’s body he pleafed.™ Unfortunately for the Jew, the truth of the
account was foon after confirmed, by other advices from the Weft-Indies,
which threw him almoit into diftraltion ; efpeciallpwhen he was in-
formed that Secchi had folemnly fworn he would compel him to the
exad literal performance of his contraét, and was determincd to cut a
pound of fleth from that part of his body which it is not neceflary to
mention. Upon this he went to the governor of Rome, and begged he
would interpofe inthe affair, and ufe his authority to preweil with Sec-
chi to accept of a thoufand pittoles as an equivalent for the pound of
fleth : but the governor not daring to take upon him to determine a cafe

of {o uncommon a nature; made a report of it to the pope, who fent for,_ .

them both, and having heard the articles read, and informed hi 2T
perfeétly of the whole affair from their own mouths, faid, < When
contraéts are made, it is juft they fliould be fulfilled, as we intend this
thall. Take a knife, therefore, Secchi, and cut a pound of fleth from
any part you pleafe of the Jew’s body. We would advife you, how-
ever, to be very careful 5 for if you cut but a fcruple or grain more or
lefs than your due, you fhall certainly be hanged. Go, and bring hither
a knife, and a pair of fcales, and let it be done in our prefence.”

The merchant at thefe words began to tremble like an afpin-leaf,
and throwing himfelf at his holinefs’s feet, with tears in his eyes pro-
tefted, ¢ It was far from his thoughts to infift upon the perfoxmance
of the contract.” And being afked by the pope what he demanded ;
anfwered, ¢ Nothing, holy father, but your benedi&ion, and that the
articles may be torn in pieces.” Then turning to the Jew, he afked
him, ¢ What he had to fay, and whether he was content.” The Jew
anfwered, ¢¢ That he thought himfelf extremely happy to come ofg at
fo eafy a rate, and that he was perfeétly content.” ¢ But we are not
content,” replied Sixtus, ¢ nor is there fuflicient fatisfaion made te
our laws. We defire to know what authority you have to lay fuch
wagers ? The fubje€ts of princes are the property of the ftate, and have
no right to difpofe of their bodies, nor any part of them, withou* the
exprefs confent of their fovereigns.” &

They were both immediatelyfent to prifon, and the governor order-
ed to proceed againft them with the utmoft feverity of the law, that
others might be deterred by their example frmxﬁing any more fuch
wagers.—[ The governor interceding for them, propofing a fine of
a thoufand crowns ¢ach, Sixtus ordered him to condemn them both to

4 death,
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death, the ch for felling his life, by confenting to have a pound of fleth
cat from his body, which he faid was direct fuicide, and the merchant
for premeditated murder, in making a contra with the other that he
knew muft be the occafion of his death. ]

As Secchi was of a very good family, having many great friends and
relations, and the Jew one of the moft leading men in the fynagogue,
they both had recourfe to petitions. Strong application was made to
cardinal Montalto, to intercede with his holinefs at leaft to fpare their
lives. Sixtus, who did not really defign to put them to death, but to
deter others from fuch praices, at laft confented to change the fen-
tence into that of the galleys, with liberty to buy off that too, by paying
each of them two thoufand crowns, to he applied to the ufe of the hof-
pital which he had lately founded, before they were releafed.

Life of Sixtus V. Fol. B.vii« p.293, &c. STEEVENS,

Of the incident of the bond no Englith original has hitherto been
pointed out. I find, however, the foMowing in Zbe Orator : bandling
a bundred fevarall Difcourfes, in form of Declamations : jou;’;/‘ the Ar-
guments being drawne from Titus Livius and otber ancient Writers, the
reff of ihe Author's own Invention : Part of awbich are of Matters bap=
tened in cur AgesmeWritten in French by Alexander Silvayn, and Eng-
i+ by L. P, [Lazarus Pilot] Lendon, printed by Adam Iflip, 1596.
—(Thus book is net mentioned by Ames,) See p. 401. ;

DecraMaTION 95,

“« Of a Jew, who wwould for bis debt bave a pound of the flefp of
a Chriftian,

« A Jew, unto whom a Chriftian merchant ought nine hundred
wrownes, would have fummoned him for the fame in Turkie + the mer-
chant, becaufe he would not be difcredited, promifed to pay the faid
fumme within the tearme of three months, and if he paid it not, he
was boynd to give him a pound of the fleth of his bodie. The tearme
being paft fome fifteene daies, the Jew sefufed to take bis money,
and demaunded the pound of fleh: the ordinarie judge of that place
appointed him to cut a juft pound of the Chriftian’s flefh, and if he cut
either more or lefle, then his own head fhould be fmitten off: the Jew
appealed from this fentence, unto the chiefe judge, faying:

“ lmpoffible is it to break the credit of trafficke amongft men with-
out great detriment to the commonwealth : wherefore no man ought
to bind himfelfe unto fuch covenants which hee cannot or will not ac«
complifh, for by that means fhould no man feare to be deceived, and
credit being maintained, every man might be afured of his owne ; but
fince deceit hath taken place, never wonder if obligations are made more
rigorous and ftrit then they were wont, feeing that although the bonds
are made never fo ftrong, yet canno man be.very certaine that he fhall
not be a lofer. It feemeth at the firft fight that it is a thing no lefs
ftrange then cruel, to bind a man te pay a pound of the fieth of his bo-
die, for want of money : furely, in that it is a thing ot ufuall, it ap-

Vou. 1l 1 peareth
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peareth to be fomewhat the more admirable; but there are divers others
that are more cruell, which becaufe they are in ufe feeme nothing ter-
rible at all: as to binde all the bodie unto a moft lothfome prifon, or
unto an intollerable flaverie, where not only the whole bodie but alfo all
the fences and fpirits are tormented ; the which is commonly prattifed,
not only betwixt thofe which are either in feét or nation coatrary, but
alfo even amongft thofe that are of one fect and nation ; yea amongft Chri-
ftians it hath been feene that the fon hath imprifoned the father for
monie. Likewife in the Roman commonwealth, fo famous for lawes
and armes, it was lawfui for debt to imprifon, beat, and affliét with tor-
ments the free citizens : how manie of them (do you thinke) would
have thought themfelves happie, if for a fmall debt they might have
been excufed with the paiment of a pounde of their fleth # Who ought
then to marvile if a Jew requireth {o ‘mall a thing of a Chriftian, to
difcharge him of a good round fumme? A man may afke, why I would
not rather take filver of this manj then his fleth : I might alleage many
reafons ; for I might fay, that nonc but my feife can tell what che breach
of his promife hath coft me, and what I have thereby paied for want of
money unto my creditors, of that which I have loft in my credit : for
the miferie of thofe men which efteem their reputation, is fo great, that.«
oftentimes they had rather indure any thing fecretlie, then to havgs<ir
difcredit blazed abroad, becaufe they would not be both thamed and
harmed : neverthelefle, I doe frecly confeffe, that I had rather lofe a
pound of my flefh then my credit fhould be in any fort cracked : I might
alfo fay, that IThave need of this flefh to cure a friend of mine of a certain
maladie, which is otherwife incurable ; or that I wou!d have it to ter-
rifie thereby the Chriftians for ever abufing the Jews once more here-
after: but I will onlie fay, that by his obligation he oweth it me. It
is lawfull to kill a fouldier if he come unto the warres but an houre tou
late 3 and alfo to hang a theefe, though he fteal never fo little : isit then
fuch a great matter to caufe fuch aone to pay a pound of his flefs, that
hath broken his promife mapie times, or that putteth another in danger
to lofe both credit and reputation, yea and it may be life, and al for
griefe ? Were it not better for him to lofe that I demand, then his foule,
alreadie bound by his faith ? Neither am I to take that which he oweth
me, but he is to deliver ittome : and efpeciallie becaufe no man know-
eth better than he where the fame may be fpared to the leaft hurt of his
perfon; for I might takeitin fuch place as hee might thereby happen
to lofe his lifes Whatte matter were it then if I fhould cut off his privie
members, fuppofing that the fame would altogether weigh a juft pound ?
or els his head, fhould I be fuffered to cut it off, although it were with
t‘hc.danger of mine own life ? I believe, I fhould not ; becaufe there were
as little reafon therein, as there could be in the amends whereunto I
{hould be bound : or els if 1 would cut oft his nofc, his lips, his ears,
and pull out his ecies, to make them altogether a pound, fhould 1 be
fuftered ? fure.ly I think not; becaufe the obligation dooth not fpecifie
that I ought eicher to choofe, cut, or take the fame, but that he onght
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o give me a pound of his flefh. Of every thing that is fold, he which
delivereth the fame is to make waight, and he which recciveth, taketh
heed that it be juft: feeing then that neither the obligation, cuftome,
nor law doth bind me to cut, or weigh, much leffe unto the above men«
tioned fatisfalion, I refufe it all, and require that the fame which is
due fhould be delivered unto me,”

The Chriflian’s Anfwer.
¢t It is no ftrange matter to here thofe difpute of equitie which are
themfelves moft unjuft ; and fuch as have no faith at all, defirous that
others fhould obferve the fame inviolable; the which were yet the more
tolerable, if fuch men would be contented with reafonable things, or
at the leaft not altogether unreafonable: but what reafon is there that
one man fhould unto his awn prejudice defire the hurt of another? 3s
this Jew is contenti to lofe nine hundréd crownes, to have 2 pound of my
fieth; whereby is manifeftly feene the antient and cruel hate which he
beareth notonly unto Chriftians, but unto all others which are not of
Lis fe@ ; yea, even unto the Turkes, who uverkindly doe fuffer fuch
vermine to dwell amongft them : feeing that this prefumptuous wretch
<oee not onely dogbt, but appeale from the judgement of a good and
juft judge, and afterwards he would by fophitticall reafons prove that
his abhomination is equitie. Trulie I confefle that Ihave fuffered fifteen
daies of the tearme to pafle ; yet who can tell whether be or I is the
caufe thereof ? as for me, 1 thinke that by fecret means he hath caufed
the monic to be delaied, which from fundry places ought to have come
unto me before the tearm which I promifed unto him; otherwife, I
would never have been fo rafh as to bind myfelfe fo ftrictly : but although
he were not the caufe of the fault, is it therefore faid, that he ought
to be fo impudent as to go about to prove it no firange matter that he
thould ybe willing to be paied with mans flefl, which is a thing more
natural for tigres, than men, the which alfo was never heard of ? bnt
&:his divill in fhape of a man, feeing me opprefied with neceffitie, pro-
pounded this curled obligation unto me, Whereas he alleageth the Ro-
maines for an example; why doth he not as well tell on how for that
crueltie in affliing debtors over grievoufly, the commonwealth was al
moft overthrowne, and that fhortly after it was forbidden to imprifon
men any more fordebt? To breake promife is, when a man fweareth
or promifeth a thing, the which he hath no defire to performe, which
yet upan an extreame neceffitie is fomewhat excufeable; as for me, ¥
have promifed, and accomplithed my promife, yet not fo foon as I
would ; and although I knew the danger wherein I was to fatisfie the
crueltie of this milchievous man with the price of my flefh and blood,
yet did I not flie away, but fubmitted my felfe unto the difcretion of the
judge who hath juftly reprefied his beaftlinefs, Wherein then have I
{atisfied my promife ? is it in that I would not (like him) difobey the
Judgement of the judge ? Behold I will prefent & part of my bodie unto
bim, that he may pai¢ himfeife, according to the cuatents of the judge~
1a mest,
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ment: where is then my promife broken? But it is no marvaileif this

race be fo obftinat and cruell againt us; for they do it of fet purpofe to
Igeante he

offend our God whom they have crucified : and wherefore ?

was holie, as he is yet fo reputed of this worthy Turkifh pation. But
what fhall T fay? Their own Bible is full of their rebellion againft God,
againft their priefts, judges, and leaderss What did nos the very patris
archs themfelves, from whom they have their beginning ? They fold
their brother; and had it not been for ohe amongft them, they had
flaine him for veri¢ envie. How many adulteries and abhominations
were committed amongft them ? How many murthers ? Abfalom, did
he not caufe his brother to be murthered ? Did he not perfecute his
father? Is it not for their iniquitie that God hath difperfed them, with-
out leaving them onc onlic foot of ground # If then, when they had
newlie received their law from God, when they fuw his wonderous
works with their eies, and had'yet their judges amongft them, they
were fo wicked, what may one hope of them now, when they have
neither faith nor law, but their rapines and ufuries ? 4nd that they be«
lieve they do a charitable work, when they do fome great wrong unte
one that is nota Jew ? It may pleafe you then, moft righteous judge,
to confider all thefe circumftances, having pittie of him who doth whelty
fubmit himfelfe unto your juft clemencie: hoping thereby to be de-
livered from this monfter’s crueltics™ FARMER«
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Perfons Reprefented.

Duke, liwing in exile. P
Frederick, brother to the Duke, and ufurper of bis dominions.
Amiens, Lords attending upon the Duke in bis banifh=
Jaques, ment., {

Le Beau, a courtier attending upon Frederick :
Charles, bis avrefiler.

Oliver,

Jaques, } Sons of Sir Rowland de Boys.
Orlando, y

33::;;’ } Serwvants to OliVer.

Touchftone, a cloawn.

Sir Oliver Mar-text, @ «wicar.

Corin,

s o } Shepherds. | .
William, & country fellow, in love with Audrey.

A perfen reprefenting Hymen.,

Rofalind, daughter to the banifbed Duke.
Celia, daughter to Frederick.

Phebe, a fbepherdefs.

Audrey, a country wench,

Lords belonging to the two Dukes 5 pages, foreflers, and
other attendants.

The SCENE lies, ﬁgl, near Oliver’s houfe ; after-
wards, partly in the Ufurper’s court and partly in the

Soreft of Arden.

The lift of the perfons being omitted in the old editions, was added
by Mr, Rowe.  Jounson,
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