
M:ERCHANT ()1;' VP~ICE. 59 
fpr fet4' 1 furfeit r 
~ajft What find 1 here'" ? [opining tbt'lllldm ,afltt. 
Fair Portia's counterfeit 5 ? What demy-god 
Hath come fo near creation? Move thefe eyes 1 
Or whether, riding on the balls of mine, 
Seem they in motion? Here are fever'd lips. 
Parted wIth fugar breath; fo fweet a bar 
Should funder luch fweet friends: Here in her hairs 
The painter plays the fpider; and hath woven 
A golden meih to entrap the hearts of men, 
Fafter than 'gnat in cobweb~: But her eyes,­
How could he fi to do them? having made one, 
Methinks, it Ih d have po,",er to {teal both his. 
And lea~e itfeJf Ii furnith'd ~: Yet look, how far 
The fubftance ot y praife doth wrong this ihadow 
In underprizi~ t, fo far this ihadow 

{hr.c~·qllotefbelow by Mr. Steevens is (pelt in the old COp! IS it i, 
here i_rain,:· ~(), in lb. TtmpejJ. edit. 1623: 

" -- do not give dalliance 
'\ Too much the raiglle." MALOXE. 

y'!,.tlieve Shakip.ate alluded to the well-known proverb. It ""rt.t 
~n, but II tou". So, in the Lou.', of Candy. by B. and Fletcher: 

" --pour not too faft JOYS on me, 
" But (prinkJe them [0 gently, 1 may frand them." 

Mr. Toilet i. of opinion that urn i. the tl'ue word, as it better agreec 
walt the context: aIOd more e[pecially on .'CQunt of the following paf. 
f.gc in COl iofanus, which appro.~hes ve'lf near to the prefcnt reading I 

" _ being once chaf'd, he cannot 
" Be rtin'd agam to temperance." 

So, in Love', Labour'J Loft, AaV. fc. ii: 
• " Rem thy tongue." STl'lt'VENS • 

... Wbat Ji"d I here r] The latter wOld is here employed as a dilTyl. 
labl •• MALONE. 

~ Fair l'.0nia's counterfeit I] Cottnter/tif. which is at preCent uCed 
only in a had fenfe, anciently lignified a liktntjJ, a r1,mU.",t, without 
coml'rehending- any Idea of fraud. STE Ev ltN S. 

/) And l,a", oIjeif unf"rm/h'd:] i. e. and leave itfelf ineomj)iete; 
IJnaccompanicd wllh the other ufual componrnt parts of a portrait, viz. 
another e~e &c. The vanous f.atures of the face our author feemo to 
have contidered as the f.nlfure d a piaure. So, in As you likf It: 
"-he wdsjUlmfo'd like a hunt/man;" i. e. had all the appendages be­
long:ng to d huntfman. MALONE • 

. Perhaps it might be-And leaye b;mfe/f .,mfllmlfu'd. JOHNSDN. 

Doth 



H ME1lCIiANT. OF VENICE. 
Doth limp behind the fubftance.-Here's the fd'OU. 
'lJ'he contlnent and fummary of my furtune. 

rou that choofo not hJ the '1Jis'W, 
Chance as fair, and chooft ps tl'Ne! 
Since this fortune falls u you, 
Be content, and foek no new, 
If you he 'Well pleas' d 'l.vi,h this, 
And hold )'Odr fortune for ,vour hlift, 
cr urn you 'Where your lady is, 
And claim her 'With a /o'1Jing lift. 

A gentle fcroll ;-Fair lady. by y()ur lefalre; [~iffing her. 
I come by note, to give, andJo rec.eivt. JO 
LUc~{)ne of two contending In a prize, /1' 
Tltat thinb he hath done well in peopl~ s eyes, 
Hearing- applaufe, and univerfal /hout, ~ ... 
Giddy m fpirit, frill gazing, in a doubt -... 
Whether thofe peals of praiie 1 be his or no ; 
So, thrice fair lady, frand I, even fo ; 
As doubtful whether what I fee be true, 
Until conlirm'd, fign'd, ratify'd by you. 

Par. You fee me, lord Baffanio, where I Rand, 
Such as I am: though, for myfelf alone, 
I would not be ambitious in my willi, 
To willi myfclf much better; yet, for you, 
I would be trebled twenty times myfelf; 
A thoufand times more flir, ten thoufand time, 
More rich; 
Thatonly to frand high in your account, 
I might in virtues, beauties, livings, friends, 
Exceed account: but the full fum of me 
Is fum of fomething Ii; which, to tertn in grofs. 

7 _ peals oJ praiJ'] The fecond quarto rud'-p<arl .. o( pr.;fe. 
JOHNSON. 

This reading may be the tru~ one. So,;" WhetJlone's Arbour 'i 
TiTtllt, 1576 '-" The ptarl .. of ;r.,« that dtck a noble name." 

Again, in R, C's verfe, in praiCe of tile fame author's Rock of Regard: 
" But that that beares the f<art. ofprai( • • WAY," ST>.EVJ<NS. 

• 1. (urn oJ fame/bing;] i. e. IS not entirely ideal, but amounts to 
~ muth as can befound in-an IInltjfon'J girl, &c. ST 1:1 U:'; I. 

Ii 



MltltCHANT OF VENIC!. •• 
[s an u.~n'd girl, unfchool'd, unp1aais'd: 
tappy in thia, fhe is nflt yet fo ola 
But the may learn P; happier than this, 
She is not bred ~ dull but the can learn ; 
Happiell of all, 4. that her gentle fpirit 
t:ommits itfelf to yours to be diretled, 
As from her lord. her ~overnor, her king. 
Myfelf. and what is mme, to you, and your. 
Is now converted: but now I was the lord 
Of this fair manfion, mafter of my fervaJ1ts, 
Q.geen o'er myfelf; and even hOw, but now. 
This houfe, the fervants, and this fame myfelf, 
Are yours, my rd ;.I give.hem ~th this ring; 
Which ..,hen y part from, lofe, or give away, 
Let it prefage th ruin of your love, 
And be my v ge to exclaim on you. 

Bqjf. M m, you have bereft me of all words, 
Dill' my ood {peaks to you in my veins: 
And ther':: is fuch confufion in my powers. 
As, after fome oration fairly fpoke 
By, ~ "eloved prince, there doth appear 
t\mong the buzzing pleafed multitude; 
'Where every fomething, being blent together'. 
T .Irns to a wild of nothing, fave of joy. 
E xpreft. and not expreft: But when this ring 
P~rts from this finger, then parts life from hence; 
0, then be bold to fay, .Baffani~'s dead. 

Ner. My lord and lady, it is now our time, 
That have flood by, and feen our withes profper, 
To cry, good joy; Good joy, my lord, and lady! 

Gra. My lord .Ba/fanio, and my gentle lady. 
1 willi you all the~ that rou can willi; 
FOl, I am furc, you can wItb none from me 2.: 
And. when your honours mean to folcmnize 

9 But jhe mlly learn;] The latter word is here u~d al a ciijTylla\lJe. 
MALONJ:. 

I _ ~tillg blent t.g'fhe~,] i. e. bltnticd. STJ:J:VENS. 

~ - J'U ell1l wijh 11011. I-om flJt,] That is, none .f1,'py Jr. me; 
.one tha,t I ihalllo(e, if )'01.1 iain it. J IHUilQ Ii. 

The 



'- Il'ERCHAN'r OF VENICE. 
The bargain of yo:r faith, I do befeech 'You, 
Even at that time I may be marry'd too. 

BaJ!. With all my heart. fo th.ou i;anfi get a wife. 
Gra. I thank your lordihip; you ha~ .. got me one. 

Myey(:s, my lord, can look as fwift u yours: 
You faw the miftrefs, I beheld the maid; 
You lov'd, I lov'd; for intermiffion J 

No more pertains to me, my lord, than you. 
Your fortune £tood upon the calkets there; 
And fo did mine too, as the matter falls: 
For wooing here, until I fweat again; 
And fwearing, till my very roof was ~ . 
With oad,:, of love; at lall,..,..if promife all,­
I got a proID1{e of thif fair one here, 
To have her love, provided that your rtune 
Achiev'd her millrefs. 

Por. Is this true, NeriEa ? 
Ncr. Madam, it is, fo you frand pleas'd wi\'al. 
RaJ!. And do you, Gratiano. mean good fanh t 
Gra. Yes, 'faith, my lord. 
Ril.ff. Our feall fhall be muchhonour'd in your marJ":;:O'e. 
Gra. We'll play with them, the firft boy, for a. th~u, 

rand ducats. 
Ner. What, and ftake down l 
Gra. No; we fhall ne'er win at that {port, anG {take 

down.- ' 
]Jut who comes here? Lcfrenzo, and his infidel? 
What, and myoId Venetian friend, Salerio? 

Enter LORBNzo, JESSICA, ani SALIlItIO. 

Raj[. Lorenzo, and Salerio, welcome hither; 
If tha~ the youth of my new interl;ft Mre 
Have power to bid you welcome :-BV your leave, 
I bid my very friends, and c:ountrymen, 
Sweet Portia, welcome. 

3 _ {or intermiffion_] InUtlll!lJion j$ ':JuJ', j/ltlr""'Iing tim" dtlll:J. 
So, in M.,rhttb : 

" - gentle heaven, 
., Cllt lAort aUiIlIlNIU./JiQ.I" STIlvell •• 

PtJr. 



.,ItCHANT OF VENICE. 6S 
~4'''' $0 ao I. my lord; 

rhey ..«entirely w~kome. 
LfJr. I t¥ your hOllOW' :-~or my part~ my lord, 

My purpofe w~..t to have feen YOIl here. 
But meeting wiQalerfo by the way. 

9He did intreat ~. pail all faying nay, 
,i. To come with him along. 

Salt. I did, my lord; 
And I have reafon fur ~t. Signior Anthonio 
Commends him to you. - [givu BailiuUo « Jmw. 

Baif. Ere lope his letter, , 

Sale. Not fic, , my lor,unlefs it be in mind; 
Nor weij, unlefs n mind: iUs letter thefo 

I pray you, tell~e how fAy good f.iend doth. 

Will {hew you hi eftate. 
Gra. Nerijf,,~heer yon' ftranger; bid her we{COtlle. 

Your hand •• rerio; What's the news from Venice 1 
HOI. doth lihat royal merchant. good Anthonio~, 
1 know, t.~ will be glad of our f\leeds ; 
'V'e are the Jafons, we have won the fleece. 

Sr' •. Would you lUId won the fleeee that he hath lo1\:! 
'<PDl'. There arefome furewdcontents in yon' fame paper. 

'Tnat Ileal the colour from Baff'anio's cheek: 
Some dear fj·jend dead; e1fe~DthiDg in th~ world 
Could turn fo muth the conftitution 
Of any LUlllbnt man. What, wone and worfe ?­
With leave, Baffanio; I am hal'f yourfelf, 
And I mull freely have tile half of any thing 
That this faille paper brings you. 

BaJ!. 0 fweet Portia, 
Here are a few of the unrlell.faneft wordi~ 
That ever blotted paper. Gentle lady. 
When I did firft impart my love to you~ 
I freely told you, all the wealth I had 
Ran in my veins, I was a gentleman; 
And then I told you true; and yet, dear lady, 
Rating m yfelf at nothing, you ihall fee 
How much I was a braggart: When I told you 
My flate was nothing, I fhould then have told rOIl 
That I was worfe than nothing j for~ indeed, 

J~l'" 



'''' MiAca.N1' OF VENIG~ 
I have engag'~ mYMf to a dear friend. 
Engag'd mrmend toha mere enemy, 
To feed my 1)1eans. Here is a letter, lady. 
The paper as the body 4 M my fi'iend, 
Aud ev--eryword in it a gaping wound,,-

. Iffuing llfe-blood.-But j, it true, Salerlo? 
Have all his ventures £'til 'd? What, n(.t one hit.? 
From Tripolis...J'rom Mexico, and England, 
Prom Lifbon, Jfarbary, and India? 
And not one veffel '(cape the dreadful touch 
Of merchant-marring rocks? 

Sale. Not one, my lord. 
Befid.es, it lhould appear, that if he had 
The prefent money to Jifcharge the Je~ 
He would not take it: Never did I kno 
A creatule, that did heal the fhape of 
So keen and greedy to ~:onfound a man; 
He plies,the duke at mocning, and at night; 
And doth impeach the freedom of the ftate, 
If they deny him juftice: twenty merchants, 
The duke himfelf, and tile magnificoes 
Of greatell: port, have all peTiuaded with him; 
But none can drive him from the envious plea 
Of forfeiture, of juftice, and' his bond. 

Jif. When I was with him, 1 have heard h:m [wellr, 
To Tubal, and to Chus, his countrymen, 
That he would rather have Anthonio's flefu. 
Th::m twenty times the value of the fum 
That he did owe him: and I know, my lord, 
If law, authority, and power deny not, 
It will go hard with poor Anthonio. 

Por. Is it your dear fiiend, that is thus in trouble? 
RaJ!. The deard1: friend to me, the kindell man. 

The beft condition'd and gnweary'd fpirit 
In doing courrefies; and one in whom 
The ancient Roman honour mure appears, 

4 Tht paper a. the hQdy-] I believe, the author wrolie-it the bo­
dy_ The two words dte frequently confound.d in the o!l cop;e •• So, 
in the firl~ quarto edition of thIS play, Act IV. !' h dearly bought, "' 
mille," "c. infiead of-it mine. MALON);. 

Thall 



4. ~~.J\~JiA~T OF V'ENIC~. 1$ 
Than a: at draws breath in Italy. 

E'or. fum owes l1e the Jew? 
.ba.ff. For m~~~tl t)lou{an4 dllcllt~. 
Par. What, JUl, re r 

Pt1Y him fix tho .. " and deface th~ bon4 i 
r"Ouble fix thoufa.n ",and then treble ~hat, 
Before a friend of thillAefcripdon 
Shall lofe a hair through Balranio'$ falllt. ' 
Firfi:, go with me to cJ~u.tth> ap4. call me wife; 
And then away to VeJ1ke'f:o yMt friend; 
For never thall YOllie by Port~a'.$lide 
With an unquiet, u).. You {haIl halrt: gold 
To pay the petty ebt twenty'im~ Q.Vtlr ; 
When it i~ paid. ~ ~g your true frij!ud along: 
My maid NeriKa.., -and myfelf, mean tiljle, 
Will live as m~~ anq widows. Come, away; 
}iJ>r y~u thalJ 'lI~Qce upon your weddillg~day : 
Bid your frie'\ds welcome, thew a merry cheer. 
Since you are dear bought, I will love youdear.­
But Jet me hear the letter of your friend. 

IHI. [reads.] SWl!et Bajfo'lio. "V jhips "'41/l 17.11 mi,f­
q/' 'J" d, my credllors grQ'W crllel, my ejfatt iJ 'tery lo'W, 
ny bond to the Jew is forfiit; and jince, ill payilft it, it 

2J i??I!qf!ib!~ 1 jbqlfid lj'l/~~ 4!1 dehr p,'e dt'P?"d bJ'/:Wel/N JQlI 
and. ", if I might h1ll .fee §QU at my dtalh; lIof'wzthjlalld. 
, -g, ufo your pleafor,: if your 101)' do mJt pClju",dl y/lli 1(1 
'Dine, let not my letter. 

Par. 0 love, dilpatlili all bwlinefs. and be gone. 
BaJ.r. Since I have your good leave to go away. 

I will trutke ha.jl;e: bu.t~ tilll come again, 
No bed thall e'er lj>e guilty of my fla.y, 

No reJl be interpofer 'twixt Ub twain. [Ex,ltty. 

SCENE HI. 
Vemce. A 8/'#1. 

EM!!" SHYLOCK, SALAlIflO, ANTHOIHO. 411d Jailer. 
Shy. Jailer, look to him ;-Tell not me of mercn­

This is the fool that lellt out tnoney gratb ;-
" -and T,} ThiS in"ccuracy, I b~lieve, Was <lUI' author'" Mr. 

Pope reads-a.nd me. MAl.rpl<ll. 

VOL. III. F Jailer, 



66 M!!l~HANl' OF .,tlNI'C''!. , 
Jailer, look to him. 

~lIt. Hear me yet, good Shylock. . 
Shy. I'll have my hond; fpeak not ,Pg,&'Inft my bond; 

I have [worn an oath, that I will hat'! my bond: 
Tholl call'dft me dog, before thou hail~ft a caufe j 

But, fince I am a dog, beware my fzngs : 
The duke fuall grant me juftice.-I do wonder. 
Thou naughty jailer, that thou art fo fond S 

To come abroad with him at his requeft. 
Ant. I pray thee, hear me {peak. 
Shy. I'll have my bond; I will no ,hear thee fpeak; 

I'll have my bond; and therefore fpe ;;;. no more. 
I'll not be made a foft ana dull-ey'd Jol, . 
To fuake the head, relent, and Kgh and yield 
To chriftian intercdrors. Follow no 
I'll have no fpeaking; I will have my , Old. [Exit SH Y. 

Sa/an. It is the moll: impenetrable cur. 
That ever kept with men. 

Ant. Let him aloI:e ; 
I'll follow him no more with bootlefs prayers. 
He feeks my life; his reafon well I know; 
loft deliver'd from his forfeitures 
Many that have at times made moan to me ; 
Therefore he hates me. 

Sa/an. I am (ure, the duke 
Will hever grant this Iorfeiture to hold. 

Ant. The duke cannot deny the courfe of law j 

For the commodity that ftrangers have 
With us in Venice, if it be deny'd 6, 

Will much impeach the juftice of the fiate; 
Since that the trade and prolit of the city 
Confifieth of all nations. Therefore, go : 

S - Jo JDn/J] i. e. fo fooliih. STElIVlINI. 
6 FDr the commOdity tbat jlranltrS ba'rl' 

Witb ." in Vrnice, jf it be d.nird, &t.] i. e. (or the denial ofthoft: 
ris.hts to !hangers, which render their abode at Venice fo commodious 
and agreeable to them, would much impeach th~ ;uftice of the frate. 

, The confequence would be, thllt tuanllen would not (wde or tarry on 
traffick here; and the wealth and' luength of the flate would be di­
mini!hed._In The Hijlorye of Ita"., by W. Thorn .. , quarto, 1567. 

'there i •• (caion o. the lihrrtuofJ1rau"ltrs at Venke. MALON". 

The(e 



M~ItCHANT OF VENICE. 
There g1M(s and lofl."cs have fo 'bated me, 
~t I 1halt~ardly {pare a pOllnd of flefu 
To~orrow to mr;ilOOdY creditor.-
Well, jailer, on; ray God, Baffanio come 
To fee me pay hi, ebt, and then I care not! [E,1:'eunt. 

seE N E IV. 
Belmont. A Room in Portia's Hott}i. 

Enter PORTIA, N1Ht1l!SA, LoRENZQ. JESSICA, cmt 
BALTtlAZAIt. 

Lo,-. Madam, ,lthough I ~eak it in your prefence .. 
Y f)U have,Ol noble' \nd a true conceit 
Of god-like amity':; which appears moft ftrongly 
In bearing thus t1,.e abfence of your lord. 
But, if you k'!~ to whom you lhew this honour. 
Mow wue a ';entleman you fend relief, 
How dear a lover of my lord your hu!band, 
I know, you would be prou(ler of the work, 
Than cuRomary bounty cah enforce you. 

"or. I never did repent for doing good, 
'lI~or lhall not now: for in companions 
That do converfe and wafte the time together. 
Whofe fOllls do bear an equal yoke of love, 
Thefe muft be needs a likt! proportion 
Of lineaments, of manners, and of fpint ; 
Which makes me think, that this Anthonio, 
Being the bofom lover of my lord 73 

Mu!t needs be like my lord: If it be fo, 
How little is the colt I have beftow'd, 
In purthafing the femblance of my foul 
From out the !tate of hellifu cruelty! 
This comes too near the prailing of l1lyfelf; 

7 ..... tbe bofom lover of my iord,] In our author'S time thi, term was 
awUed to thofe of the tame (ex. who had an eftecm fot each other. Be~ 
JOl'lfon concludes one of hIS lette .. to Dr. Donne, by telling hill), " he 
1. his true lover." So, in Corto/llnus: " I tell thee. fellDw, thy ge­
neral i~ my /O'tl....... Many morc infraQce. miibt be &dded. See Qur 
2loltllor', Sonnets, pallim. MALO:Na. 



6S Mlt!tCHANT OF "'ENICl~ 
Therefore, no more of it: hear otht'r tHings 
Lorenzo, I commit into your hands 
The hufuandry and manage of.my ho~ .. 
Until my lord's leturn; tor mme owf:p«rt. 
I have toward heaven breath'd a fe,ret Vow. 
To live in prayer and .contemplatio~. 
Only attended by Nedl:t here, 
Until her hufband and my lord's return: 
There is a monaftery two milesoIL 
And there we will abide. I do ~"fire you, 
Not to deny thi" impoJition ; 
The WhlCh my love, and fome necdlit., 
Now lay ~ up:m you. 

Lor. Madam, with all my heart; 
I /hall obey you in all fair commands. '-.!. 

POI·, My people do already know my ~d" 
And WIll acknowledge you and Jeffica 
In place oflord Bafiimio and myfelf. 
So fiue you well, till we !hall meet again. 

Lor. Fair thoughts, and happy hOUIS, attend on you! 
'jtj. I willi your ladyfuip all heart's content. 
Por. I thank yuu for your willi, and am well Flea~'d 

To willi it back on you; fare you well, Jefiica.­

Now, Balthazar, 
[E~ezl/lt J L S SIC A~ and LOA II N ZOo 

As I have evt:r fqund thee honei1:, true, 
So let me find thee frill; Take thi& fame letter 
And ufe thou all the endeavour of a man. 
In fpeed to Padua 11; fee thou render this 
Into my counn's hands, dotlor Bellario ; 
Ahd. look, what notes and garments he doth give thee, 
Bring them, I pray thee, with irnagin'd f~d 
Unto the traneel: " to the common ferry 

Which 
I _ hear olher thinK',) The old copies, by an evident n#print, 

read-b,,,, Corrected by Mr. 1 heobald. MALONE. 

9 In fE, ·J to Padua; J The old copies u:ad-Mentua. The cor­
t'ction, wll1ch WlS made by Mr. Theohald, is fully lupported by feveral 
fubfrquentpJtfage<, Sae p. 7&, 7'.1' MALoNF. 

1 URIO Ibl trJotCt,] Tile old copies con,ur in thl. readin" which 
+ appear. 



MaRCHANT OF VENICE. 69 
Which ka~s'" (0-Venice :--wafte no time in words, 
BI{t get !{f{~gcme; Ilhall be there before thee. 

]jalth. ~am, I go with all convenient fpeed. [Exit. 
Per. Come ~~erijfa; I have work in hand, 

That you yet k~t of; we'll fee our hutbands 
B.efore they think 'bI \lA. 

Ner. Shall they fee us? 
POI'. They fuall, Neriffa; but in {uch a habit. 

That they fhall think we ate accomplifhed 
With what we lack. I'll hold '~hee any wager, 
When we are both accoutet'd t lIke young men, 
I'll prove the pret4ier fellow of the two, 
And wear my dal'ser with tlwt braver grace; 
Aj1d fpealt, betwet>n the change of man Rnd boy, 
With a reed voice; and turn two mincing fiep' 
Il1I:O a manly fb;i:ie; and {peak offrays, 
Like a the br;fginf: youth; and tell quaint lies, 
now Ronourable ladles fought my love, 
Which I denying, thev fell lick and dy'd ; 
I could not do with alIa .-"then I'll repent, 
And wifh, for all that, that I had not kill'd them: 
And twenty of thefe puny lies I'll tell, 
That men fhall {wear, I have difcontinued fchool 
Above a twelvemonth :-1 have within my mind 
A th.ou(aml raw tricks of thefe bragging Jacks 4. 

appears to; be derived from tranart. and was probably a word current 
in the time of OUr author, though 1 can produce no example of it. 

STY"VltNS. 
Mr. Rowe reads-trajee, whkh was adopted by all the fubfequent 

.ditor,.-Twenty miles &om Padua, 01\ the river Brenta there is a dam 
Or /luice, to prevent the water of that river from mixing with that 
of the m ,,(hes of Venice. Here the palTage.boat is _uwn out of the 
rivtr, and lifted <)Ver the darn by a crane. From hence to V cruce the 
difiance i, five miles. P~rh~ps fome novel.writer of Shakfpearc's time 
might have called thiS dam by the name of the I?all.e. Sec Du Cange 
in v. 'Irflna. MAIONJ:. 

" --. accouur'd-] So the carlieft quarto, and the folio. The other 
quarto-apfard'd. M Al,O)U. 

3 _ do 'With hll;] For the fenfe of the word do in this placa, fee 
V,)\. IJ. p. II, n. 4. COLI INS. 

The old copy real1s_ithllll. Corre~ed by Mr. Pope. M,HONIt. 

4- -tbtjt b'''Eging Jatk,,] See Vol. II. p. \1.08, n. S. M .... LON!:. 

F 3 Whioh 



70 MERCHANT OF VENICE. 
Which I will praCtife. 

Ner. Why. fhall we turn to men? 
Por. Fie! what a queftion's that, 

H thou wert near a lewd interpreter l 
But come, I'll tell thee all my whole~vice 
When t am in my coach, which ftay~ fOr us . 
At the park-gate; and therefore hafte away, 
For we mull mea(uTC twenty miles to~day. [Exelfllt. 

seE NEV. 
crhe fame. J! Garde

J Enter LAUNCEllbT allli Jtl ,SICI.. 

Laun. Yes, truly:-for, look you,' the fins 'of the fa­
ther are to be JaiJ upon the children ;. therefore, I pro­
miCe you, I fear you 5. I was always '~ain with Y<lu. 
aai fo now 1 fpeak my agitation of the matter: There. 
fo~ be of good cheer ; for, truly, I think, you are dalI\n'd. 
There is but one hopt' in it that can do you any good; 
and thll~ is but a kind of baftard hope neither. 

JeJ. And what hope is that, I pray thee? 
Laun. Marry, you may partly hope that YOJr father 

got you not, that you are not the jew's daughter, 
]e./. That were a kind ?f~afiard hope, indeed; fo the 

fins of my mother fhould be nfited upon me. ' 
Laun. Truly then I fear you are damn'd borh l,y fa­

ther and mother: thu's when I fuun Scylla, your father, I 
fall into Charybdis, your mother 6 : well. you are gone 
Path ways. . 

s --1 feaf' y ou.l J (urpea for hu been in.dvertentiy omitted; and 
would read_It 1 Fear for yO~I." MA LONl!. 

() Thus .vhen I ./hun Scylla, your father, Ifall into Charybdis, your 
Mo,h.,.:] Alluding to the well known line ot a modern I.atill poet, 
Philippe Gualtie r, in his poem entitled AL EXAN Ok EIS, Lib. V. v. 301: 

-- ~o tendis inertem 
Rex perlture fug.m) Nefci., heu I perdite, ncfcis 
~em fu gias j hoft., incurris dum fUZis h 61tem : 
I"cid" in Scyllam, cupit ., ""ltar< Cbarybdlm. MALON!:, 

Shakfpeare misht have met with a tranClation of tr. is line in many 
pIace~ 



M"'~CHANT OF VENICE. ,I 
Je/. :l ih.n~ faved by my hufband 1; he hath made 

me a CWa:1y 
L.azin. ~t .. the more to blame he ~ we were Chri. 

ftia~ enOUgh~fo~; e'en as many as clJuld well live, one' 
by another: The king of Chriftians will ralfe the price 
of hogs; if we gAl all to be pork-eaters. we thall not 
fuortly have a rafuer on the coals for money. 

Sill#' LORENZO. 

1if. I'll tell my hul&tt.nd, Launcelot, what you fay; 
here he comes. 

Lor. I {hall grow jealous of you {hortly, Launcelot, if 
you thus get my v\qfe into corners. 

Jif. Nay, you'ineed not {I"'lflf us, Lorenzo; Launcelot 
and I are 6lut: he tells me iatly, there is no mercy for 
me in heaven, becaufe I am a Jew's daughter: and he 
fays, you are no good member of thecommonwealrh; for, 
in converting p:ws to Chriftians, you raife the price of 
pork.-

Lor. I fuall an[wer that better to the commonwealth, 
than you can the getting up of the negro's belly: the 
Moor is with child by you. Launcelot. 

Lalln. It is much, that th.~oor fuould be more 11 than 
reafon: but if {he be le[s t116 an hQneft woman, !he is. 
indeed. mOle than I took her for. 

Lor. How every fool can play upon the word! I think. 
'" 

places. 4mong others in " A Dial~gue bet~een CujJMrlllnJ Ymt", 
concerning the ufe and abufe of Dauncmg and Minftrdlie." bl. 1. *.0 
date: 

" While Silla they do (eem to fultn, 
" In Cbarybd they doo fall, &:c." STEJ;VENS. 

? I foall be Javed by"', bufoand;) From St. Paul :-'( The unbe. 
lieving wife is {andlfied by the hufband." HUILt.v. 

8 _ tbat tb. Moor fbould I" m~, /life.] This remind. UI of the 
'tuibblin~ epigram of Milton, whkh hu the tame kind of hlUW)LI1" t~ 
Doait of: 

" GallI ex concubitu gravidam te Po"t;a Mori, 
~is bene moralam mQrigtr4mque negat? 

So. in the FaIr MaId oftbe Well, 1615: 
" And for you Moor. thus much I meall to {<lY, 
"I'UCec If mpr,Icaethe ... ",tI ma~." STS.VJNh 

F + the 



,~ M'EltCHAN't OF VENttnr, 
the beft grate of wit will fhortl-f, turn hlt( nl~; and 
difcourfe grow commendable in ntlne only )u~hots.­
Co in, firrah; bid them prepare for dinner .. ." 

Laun. That is dont, fir; they' have ~~l ~achs. 
Lor. Goodly lord 9, what a wit-rn, .~pei are you! then 

bid them prepare dinner. , 
LllUIl. That is done too, fir. oply. cover is the wOrd. 
Lor. \Vill VOll cover then, ftt ? 
LaUl:. I\ot'{o, fir, neither; lkhowmyduty. 
LeI'. Y ct more quarrelling with occaJion! Wilt thou 

fllcw tre d.ole wealth of thy wit in an inftant? I pray 
thee, unc!cdl.l'ld a plain mall ia his pIal 1 meaning: go to 
thy fellows; bid them co"el.~e table, ,('rve in the meat, 
aud we wiii corne in to dinne '. 

Lalm. For the table, fir, it <tIl l:.e ferved in; for the 
meat, jiI, it !ball be cover'd; for your coming in to din­
ner, Jir, why, let :t be as humours ana conceits l11a11 
govern. "n [ExIt LaunLe10t. 

Lor. 0 dear dif-cretion, how his word~ are fuited I ! 
The fool hath planted in his memory 
An a1my of good words! And I do know 
A many fools, tbat frand in better place, 
G:lrnii11'd like him, that ftJ a trickfy word 
Defy the matter. How cheer'ft thall, Teffica! 
And now, good (weet, fay thy opinion; 
How doH thou like the lord BaJra'lio'& wife? 

Jr). P.ll!: all expreffing: It i, very meet, 
The lord Baffanio live an llprlght life; 
For, h.lVingfuch a bleiling III his lady, 
He find, thL joy:, of heaven here on earth; 
And, iftln earth he do not mean it, it 
I, rea(on he {lIould never come to heaven. 
Why, if two gods ihouid pla.y lome heavenly mater" 
And 011 the \\ ager lay two earthly women, 

9 Coodf) lord,] Surely this ihotJld be ccrrctled Cood lord! as if is in 
Theob.\\d'. edIllOn. TY~WHITT. 

1 -lD7~ hIS ~""ds a',jf..ltd 1] 1 bell eve f,e meaning is :_Wh.t a 
JtYlt$ or JUlte \ I w rds he h'B independenf "r mt'alling; how one Wl,td 
draws on another without lcJat;Oll to th, matter. JOHNSON. 

And 



J!.1t1\'CRANT OF vENte]!. 7i 
And l'o.r~ilt fltlJ;· there mU.fr be fort\ething elfe 
Pawn'd tWtll fie other; for the pboe rude world 
Halh not her. fellow. 

L r, /·. Even ~ huibatJd 
Haft thou of me; :liThe is for a wife. 

Jif. Nay, buf aik my 6pinion woof that. 
L or. I will anon t. firit, let us go to dinner. 
J".f. Nay, let me prai[(' you, \\ Illlc I ha.ve a flomaeh. 
Lor. No, pray thee, let it ferve for table-talk; 

Then, howfoe'er thou fp~k'fl. 'mong other things 
1 fua!! digeft it. 

Jf}: Well, l'lJi[et you furth~ [E,'I"cu11t. 

ACT IV. SeE N E 1. 
1eniee. .A Court of JlIflice. 

E 'ller t;',-Duke, the Magnificoes; ANTHONIO, BASSAN[O., 

G R ATIAXW, SALARINO, S A LANIO, alld Dthers. 

D u,{e . What, i!. Anthonio here r 
Ant. ReaJy, (0 plea{e your grace. 
Dule. I am forry for thee; thou art c.omc to an[wer 

A ftony advcr(ary, an inhuman wretch 
Uncapable of pity, void and empty 
l ' r(.!n any dlJ.m of mercy. 

A d!. 1 have heard, 
Your grace hath ta'en great pains to qualify 
His ngorous courfe; but finee he frands obdurate. 
Arret that no lawful means can carry me 
Out of his envy's reach 1., I do oppo[e 
N' y patience to his fury; and am arm'd 
'1',) lufrer, with a quietnefs offpirit. 
The very tyranny and rage of his. 

Duke. Go one, and cat! the Jew into the court. 
Salall. He's ready at the door: he comes, my lord • 

• - bi, env} -s rlae;,] Envy in this place means "atrld or mil/ice. 
STJ:J:VUfS. 

See p. ~u 6 :-" they halillamc him for vetia tn'IJIC ," MAl-ONE. 

EnUr' 



7+ ME;l.CHANT OF VEN1t.C~. 
Ent~r St'lYLOC'K. 

Duke. Make room, and let him !tanp. befite O\ltface.­
Shylock. the world thinks, and I think [0 too. 
That thou but lead'ft this fafuion Qf ~~maNce 
To the laft hour of act; and the'll 'ti~Jhtfught, 
Thou'It thew thy mercy, and reqwrfe,3.' hlore ftrange 
Than is thy ftrange apparent ... eru!!lC~ 
And, where ; thou now exaCl:'ft the nalty, 
(Whkh is a pound of this poor mere ant's fleth,) 
Thou wilt not only lofe the forfeiture, 
But tOLlch'd with human g~ntlene[s and love. 
Forgive a moiety of the principal; 
Glancing an eye of pity on his lofi'es, 
That have of late fo huddled ~his back; 
Enough to prefs a royal merchirtlt down 6, 

And pluck commiferation of his fiate 
From braify bofoms, and rough hearts of frO nt, 
f'rom ftuhhorn Turks, and Tartars, never train'd 
To offices of tender courtefy. 
We all expect a gentle anfwer, Jew. 

S'"'y. I have po1fefs'd your grace of what I purpore ; 
And by our holy Sabbath have I [worn, 
'fo have the allt: and forfeit of my bond: 
If you deny it, let the danger light 
Upon your charter, and your city's freedom. 
You'H a1k me, why I rather choofe to 11ave 
A weight of carrion fieih, than to receive 
Three thoufand ducats: I'll not anfwer that: 
But, fay, it is my humour 5; Is it anfwer'd? 

What 
3 _ thy II1crty and remorfe,] R.",orj_ in our author'> time generally 

fi&tlified pi,y, r,ndern.!., MALON1 • 
... -apparenrl That is, fuming; notre;!. JOHN50N. 
5 _ ""b,,,] for wh.,<t". JOHNION. 

II En,ugh t, 1'r1s (l royal merchant down,] This epithet was in Ol'r 
poot's time more Ihiking and better underfrood, beeaufe Grelham W'.l 

then comnlOnly dignified with the title of the rayalmerchant. JOHNSON. 
7 -- I'll not fJnf~uer that: 

Bitt, /fJY, ;1 ;s "'y bumour ;_] The Jew h,;ltg a/ked a quefrion 
which the lAW does Mt require him to anfwer, 1I:ands upon his light, 

and 



ME#HANT OF VENICE. 
What if m h fe be troubled with a rat, 
And I oe;{ea d to give ten thOllfand ducats 
TOl~ave It\mned? What, are you a~fwer:d let? 
Some men tho£'e ..,-c, love not a gapIng pIg ; 
Some, that are 111'15':. if they behold a cat; 
And others, when the bag-pipe lings i' the nofc, 
Cannot contain their urine for afFeCtion 

7> 

Mafters. 

and refufes; but afterwards gratifies his own malignity by fuch anfwers 
as he know. will aggravate the pain of the enquirer. I will not .n­
fwer, fays he, as to a legal or felicus queltion, but lince you Want all 
anfwer, wilJ th;; ferv" .you? JOHNSON. 

- fay, it i; my humour jJ fUPiofe It is my particular fancy. 
• HEATH. 

11 -a gaping pig;) So, in the Mafli1Jt, &c. or,.A. C.lleClion oJEpi­
grams and haw cs : 

" Darkas cannot endure to file a cat, 
" A brea' of mutton, or a pit's head gaping," ST El!:VlN8. 

By \\ f.aping pig, 5hakfpeare, I beIJeve, me~nt a pig prepared for the 
tal,le; fur in that /l,te is the epithet, gapIng, moll: applicable to thi. 
animal. So, in Fletcher's Elder Brother: 

" And tfey fiand gaping like a roaj1,d pig.u 

A pafTage in one of Naille'! pamphlets (whicb, perhaps furnilhed 
"ur author with his inll.nce) may {crve to confirm the obiervation: 
" The caufes conducting unto wrath are as diverfe as the aClions <If a 
man's life. Some will take on like a madman, jf they fee a pig come t. 
tbe lab/e. Sotericus the rUlgcon wascholerick at the fi~ht of Il:urgeon,&c.'· 
Pie'r< Pcnn),!cfs his SupplICation to the Dwil, 1592. MALONE. 

9 Cannot contain theJr UI in! frr 4fT,Elion &c. ] Of this much contro­
verted pailage, my opir,ion WJS formerly vay rlifferent from what it is 
at prelent. Swoys, the reading of the old copies, l ~",;c.ived, could 
not agree with maj1'rs as a fublbntive; but very foon after my totu1Cr 
Jlote on thefe words was printed, I found that this was not only our 
author's ufual phrafeology, but the common language of the time. In­
numerable inftances of the f.me kind occur in theCe plays; in an of 
which I have followed the praClice of my predecellors, and filently re­
dL'ced thefubftantive and the verb toc:oncord. (SceVol. I. p. 46. n. S,) 
This is tbe only change that is now made in th. prefent paftage; for all 
the ancien~ copies read-affeflio", not offeElion!, as the word has been 
printed in Jate editions, In order to conneCt it with the following line. 

" Cannot contain their urine for off,Elion," 1 believe, means Gnly­
Cannot &c. on account of their being affiEled by the noife of the bag­
plpe; or, in other words, an account of an involuntary antipathy to {uch 
a noife. In the next line, which b put in appofition with that prece<i­
iDi, the word it may refer either to paJfiQn. or ajfWi.,,, To explain it, 

I ilia!( 



76 ME It C HAN l' 0 F V',E NlJ C E. 
Mailers of paffion [way it to the mood 
Of what itJikes, or loaths: Now, for yod: a,JdWer: 
As there is no firm rcafon to be rehder'd, 
Why he cannot abide a gltping pig; 
Why he, a harmlcfs neceilary cat; 
Why he, a woollen bag-pipe '; but ~fforce 

Muft 
J Ihall borrow Dr. Johnfon" words, with a nitht variation: " Thole 
who know huw to operate on the pamon of men, rule it, (or tule the 
fympathetick feeling,) by making it operate in obedience to the notes 
",hich plcofe or difguft it." It, (" fway it") i~ my opinion, refers to 
_ff,Elio., rhat is, to the fympathetick feeling. MALONE. 

The tme meaning cndoubtedlyis,-The mafters of pamon, that i •• 
fueh as are poffdled of the art of Pngaging and managing the human 
pallions, influence th-m by a ikilful application to the pa'rticular lik­
ings or loathing:; of the perfon they are addrrlling ; ,this is • proof that 
men are generally governed by their likings and loathings, and there­
fere it i, by no means {lunge or unnatural that I ~ould be fo too in 
the prefentinfrancc, HEATH_ .., 

, 1//bj he, a woollen bag-p;pe';-] 1'h;~ incident SIo,kfpeare fcems 
to haYe taken from T, C. Scaliger's Exot. Ext.cit. againft Cardan. In 
bis 344 Exereit. Cea. 6. he has thefe word,: "Na/-rab" 1/U'U tIbi joco­
.frtm fymp.lthiam Regal; Pafconis 'fuitis. Is dum .,iveret, alldito phor­
"';lIg"fOllo, urina." il/ieoface" cogebatur,"-And to make this jocular 
nory frill morr li<lj~L1lou" Shakfpeare, J fuppofo, tranJ1ated pbormm,. 
by h"g-pipr<. But what I would chieflyobfer". from hence is this, 
that as Scaligrr ufos the word fympatbIam, which IIgllif,c" rlJ1d fa he 
inter!,ret. it, ("",,",,,,,m ATFECTJON!!M duabas reb"" (0 Sl}akfpeare 
trlUl,fl~te~ it by AYl'ltCTION : 

, '~,Can,llOt contain their urine for ,AFFECTION. 

",hith fu.",s the truth of the preceding emendation of the text .ccord­
ing to the old copies; which have a full ftop at affeBian, and :cad­
Majle" of paJJion. WARIlUR TON. 

In an old tr.n/lation from the French of Peter de Loier, in titled, A 
"Irultife of Speer", or jlrar.gt Sigbt., Pijio"s, &c. We have this iden~ 
tical fiory frolP Scaliger ; and what i~ ftill more, 11 marginal note gives 
us in all probability the very faa: alluded to, ';IS well as the 'Word of 
SJ,.kfpealc. "Another gentleman of this quality livell "f late in 
Devon, neere Excefter, who could not endure the playing <>n a bag­
pipt," We may juiHy add, as fome obfervatiol' has been made upOn it, 
that aif,Eiion in the [e;tfe of qf1lpathy, was formerly t:cbniral ; and (0 
ufed by lord Bacon, Sir I);. DIgby, and many other Wl'lters. FARM!!R. 

I n.Vet f.1w a ~vool!'n [,ag-pipe, nor can wdl cono'.ive it. I (uppofe 
the author wrote "",od,n bog-pire, meanini that the bag was of lea-' 
tber, and the pipe or ~o.od, ]Ollt:SON. 

Sir 



M£!CHANT pF VENICE. 
Muft Nld to uch inevitable fh3!rp.e, 
As to o~. imfelf bt:ing o/Fended ; 
So t an I gi'fe no reafon, nor I will not, 
More than a 16l;lg.d hate, and a certain lo.tthing, 
I bear Anthonio, that I follow thus 
A loftng fuit agaio.ft him. Are you an'1'er'd ? 

BajJ. This is no anfwer, thou unfeeJmg man, 
To excufc the current.of thy cruelty. 

71 

Shy. 1 am not bound to pleafe thee with my anfwen. 
B t1jJ. Do all men kill the things they do not love? 
Shy . Hate~ any man the thing he would not kill! 
BajJ. Eve] y ofFence is nOt a hate at firfi-. 
Shy . Wh,lt, would'!l: thou. have a ferpent fling thee 

~wice ? 
A nt. I pray you, think you queftion .. with the Jew: 

You may as well go frand upon the beach, 
And bid the nhin flood bate his ufual height; 
You inay as well ufe queRion with the wolf, 
Why he hath m,lde the ewe bleat for the lamb J 
You may as well forhid the mountain pines 
To wag their high tops, and to make no noife, 
When they are fretted with the gufis of heaven; 
You may as well do any thing moll hard, 
A~ feek to {often tltat (than which what's harder r) 
His.Jewi lh he~rt :-Thererore, I do befeech you. 
M ake no more olFers, ufe no farth~r means, 
But, with all brief and plam conveniency, '. 
Let me have judgment, and the Jew his will. 

.8ajJ. For thy three thoufand ducats here is fix. 
Sby. If every ducat in fix thoufand ducats 

\Vere in fix parts, and every part a ducat, 
1 would not p,raw them, I would have my bond. 

Duke. ,How fhalt thou hope.tOr mercy, rend'ring none? 
.~ 

Sif John Hdwkins propafes to read-fwel/ingor pu"llen bat-pipe. An 
anonymnus writer, in (upport of the (lId readlllj;, obferves, that the 
fkin or bladder of a bag-pIpe is frequently covered with flannel. 

The ll:ory of the Devonfrur~ gell.tleman, r believe, /irft appeared in the 
margin of De Loier's book in 1605, (ome yean after thts play was print­
~d j but it mIght h~ve been current in convttfatiof1 baore. MAlONJ:. 

,. _you queilion IS,.] To qudbon is to I:w:>vcrfe. ST:E~VlUU. 
Sec Yol. n. p. H, 11.8. M.uo/lJ:. 



,8 MERCHANT OF VENlcE. 
Shy. What judgment UlaH I dr::ad~ doi\)g n94'lrong 

You have among you many a purchas'd nave', 
Which, like your aires, and your dogs,' and mules, 
You ufe in abject and in fla"Jlh partS, 
Becaufe you bought them :-Shall I fay to you. 
Let them be free, marry them to yo,r heirs; 
Why fweat they under burdens; I:t their beds 
Be made a; foft a; your" and let their palate~ 
Be feafon'd with fuch vlands? You will an[wer, 
The /laves are ours :-So do I anfwer you: 
The pound offleJh, which I demand of him. 
Is dearly bought, is mine 4 .. and I will have it : 
lfyou deny me, fie upon your law! 
Th<>rc is no force in the decrees of Venil'e : 
I Hand for jJdgment: anfwer; ihall I have it? 

Duke. Upon my power, I may difulifs Ihis court, 
UnldsBcllalio, a learned-doctors, ' 
Whom J have feM tor to determine this, 
Come here to-day. 

Sal",.. My lord, here Hays without 
A meiknger with letters from the doctor, 
New come from Padua. 

Du/.. , . Bring us the letters; Call the mefi"enger. 
l1a.!f. Good cheer, Anthonio! What, man? cou.-age yet! 

TllC Jew ih;J1l have my Beih, blood, bones, and All, 

, - many" turebas'J jla"f,) This argument ~onlidered ~. ufed to 
the partleul.r perfon •• fcems conduhve. 1 fee not how VenelLlOs or 
}o nglJOlmen, wh,le they practife the purch.fc and fale of nav~s, can 
much enforce or d. mand the law of d. mg to olb"s as 'We ,"oJlld Ihat 
the), fo OIl d d. 10 /IS. J OH N SON. 

4 _ IS ""/-c,) The lid! quarto reads-a, mine, evidently. mifprint 
for ". '} he oth'r quarto and the folio-'m mIne. MALONE. 

5 - }J,llal/{, a /(arnrd JoBer,] The dOClor and the (BIIlt are here 
fomewhat \1olkMully brought together. That the duke waura. on f!H.h 
an ~rC1ii(Jn, confult a doctor of g"'dt repotatlon, is not unlikely; but 
how tL.s fhould be fOleknown by rOlli,? IC"N50l". 

r do not fee ,my n«e!lity for fuppofir.g lhat rei, was JOltknow'll hy 
POlf,a. ~he conlult. Bellario as an eminentlawv •• , and her relation. 
If the Duke hld not Con fulled him, the only olfterence would have been, 
that /he would have come mto QO\lrt, as "n .. dvo~ate perhaps, inft.ad 
of a Judge. Ty a WH ITT. 

Ere 



MY-CHANT OF VENICE. 
Ere thoa ihalqlole for me one drop of blood • 

..I1nt. r am a tainted wether of the flock, 
Meeteft fot ~ea~; the weakeft kind of fruit 
Drops earlieft to the ground, and fo let me ~ 
You cannot better be employ'd, Ba1fanio. 
Than to live frill, and write mine epitaph. 

Enter NERISSA. drefs'd lzke a la'lJ)ye,.'s clerL 

Duke. Came you fr(jm Padua, from Bellario ? 

79 

Ner. From both my lord: BclIario greets your grace. 
(prifelll.< a leiter. 

Bnjf. Why doft thou whet thy knife fo earneftly ! 
SI,y. To cut the forfeiture from that bankrupt there. 
Gra. ~ot on thy foal, but on thy foul, haril, Jew"; ~ 

Thou mak'iI: thy knife keen: but no metal can, 
No, not the h3ngman's ax, bear half the keennefs 
Of tJ,.y filarp c.(wy 1. Can no prayers pierce thee? 

Shy. No, none that thou hail: wit enough to make. 
Cia. 0, be thou damn'd, inexorable dog' ! 

And for thy life let juftice be accus'd. 
Thou almoft mak'it me waver in my faith, 
To hold opinion with Pythagoras, 
That [oub of animals infufe them[elves 
Into the trunks of men: thy currifu fpirit 
Govern'd a wolf, who, hang'd for human !laughter. 
Even from the gallows did his fell foul firet, 
And, whilft thou lay'fi in thy unhallow'd dam, 
Infus'd itfelf in thee; for thy denres 
Are wolfilh, bloody, ftarv'd and ravenous. 

Sb)'. Till thou eanft rail the feal from off my bond. 
Thou but off~'ft thy lungs to fpeak fo loud: 

6 Nol;;Ih thy foal, but~" thy foul, hllrjh Jew,] The conceit is, that 
his folll'\\las Co hard that it had given an edge t~ hi. knife. W Jl,RBtrR. 

7 Of thy jharp envy.] En.", again in thi, place lignifies hatrea or 
moira. STi.:EVFNS. 

• _ inexorable dog I] The old copies read-mtxurable. CorreCted 
by the edItor of the third foho; perhaps, howevrr, unneceilarily. In 
Was fometimc< ufed in our author's ')me, In <:ompofitioll, ~. an aug­
II1clltative or intennvc ,article. M.'I1,9N&. 

Repair 



~ 1tfEltCHANT OF ,(ENltC'! . 
.Repair thy wit, good youth, or jt wjIl faI\" 
To curelefs ruin.-I bnd here for lllw, 

Duke. This letter from Bdhlrio dQth,,;;o~end 
A young and learned dodor to our court,:­
Where is he i' 

Ner. He attcndeth here hard by, , 
To know your anfwf"r, wiJether you~l admit him. 

Duke. 'With all my heart :~fome three or four of YOll, 
Go give him courteous conduCt tG this place.-
Mean time, the court iliall heal' B.ellal'io's letter. 

(Clerk rcad,.] Yeur g,'ac, }bell undcrfland, Ihat, at 
the raelpt of your leifer, .{ am 'Vfry jick: but in the 111-

flant tiJat your mrjJimger cqmlJ, irJ j,,'vmg v'.Ji!atiort was 
'l.JJ:th lIIC a ,young dollar (if pome, his fWlIle 1S Btl/tba/ar: 
I acquainted /,illl '7.!Jit/; tbe C(fl<je ilz controverjj bet'7.lJecn tbe 
In.v and Adthonio the me,'cbant: ~..ue t~''')J' d o'er m4'1) 

books together: he ;s fllrniJb'd 'With my oplJlion; <tu/.Jleh, 
better'd ·wlth his o'7.IJn learning, (the greathr./s <;'v/Jfreif I 
caunot emu;;h commend,) comes with him, at my Importuni­
t), to jill up your gl'ace's requeft in my Jlea.). I lifruh 
you, Itt bis luck of years be 110 impedimfllt to let him lack a 
re'Vcrrlfd eJlimation ; for I 1ft'Vcr Imew /0 ,YOUl1g .1 body wit/" 
fo old a btad. I leuvc /Jim to your grarioiJ' acceptance. 
'U..l'o/e 11';a! foall better pltblifh hi; c01/lllZtJndatlon. . 

Duke. You hear the learn\l Bellario, what he write:, : 
And htr", I take it. is the doB:or come.-

Ellter PORTIA, drifs'd like a doCtor 0/ laws. 

Gi,e me your hand: Came you from old Bellario? 
PO?". 1 did, my lord. 
D"/..e. You are welcome: take Y(lur place., 

Arc you acqua.i.nted with. the diiference < 

Tholt hold, thi, preient queftion in the court ? 
Por. r am informed throughly of the cau{c! 

Which i, the merchant here, and which the Jew? 
]),,{c. Anthonio and old Shylock. bot.h frand forth. 
Por. h your )l<ime Shylock 1 
Shy. Shylock io my na.a.e. 



M£1fCHANT OF VENICE. 
Por. Of a lI:l)tnge nature is the fuit you follow; 

Yet in fuch ru14, that the Venetian law 

8.1 

Cannot impugn ~u " , as you do pl·oceed.­
You frand witl-ij.n·!is danger'> do you not! 

Alit. Ay, fa l)e fays. 
[1'0 Ant , 

Por. Do you confefs the bond f 
Ant. I do. 
Por. Then mull the Jew be merciful. 
Shy. On what compuliion muil I? tell me that. 
Par. The quality of mercy is not fhain'd; 

It droppcth, as the gentle 1 :lin from heaven 
Upon the place bencuth: it is hVILC ble[~'d; 
It bleifeth him that gives, ana him that wkcs: 
'Tis mighl"iell: in the mightien; it becomes 
The throned monarch better than his crown: 
His kepter {hews the force of temporal power, 
The attribute t~ awe and majcfiy, 
Wherlin doth fit the dread and fear of kings; 
Bur mercy is above this fceptrr'd fway, 
It is enthroned In the hearts of kings, 
It is an attribute to God hiftlfelf; 
And carthly power doth then {hew likcfl: God's, 
·When mercy (eaCons jultice 7-: Therefore, Jew. 
Though juftice be thy plea, confider this,­
That, ill the conrfe of Jufticc, none of us 

!J Cannot impugn yw,] To jmpugn is to oppore, to c"ntrovtrt. 
STI:.FVfN:u 

J Y ou fland within his danger,] So, in the C.,vyfor', 1'1"),, ,I moo, 
the edteellon of Whitfun ~yfterics lcprefentcd.t Cheller. See Mr. 
Har\. 1013, p. 106 : 

" Two detters fom~ tyme there were 
" Oughten money to ono ufurere, 
" The one l"a' ;'1 blS daungerc 
" Fyve hundred pound .. tolde." STl:l:VFN s. 

Again, in f'owc!'s liifhy), ~f Iralel, 1,&, I "- hying for his excufe 
tJ"t he h.d attended manic noblemen of England, and therefore would 
not (.ome jn their danger." A1Al,ONJ~" 

~ And ea,tbly power doth tb,n jhe", mejl God's, 
WI,.. mercy i"af •• ' jujlice ,1 So, in K. Edw. III. a tragedy, 1596, 

•• And kings approach the neartll- unto God, 
" By givinghfe and lafety unto men;' MALOl<~. 

VOL. III. G Shoqlll 



It MF.RCHANT OF VE~" ICE. 
Should fee fah'ation 1 : we do pray for rcy ; 
And that fame prayer doth teach us all t , render 
The deeds of mercy. I have fpoke th;V much. 
To m~tigate the juflice of thy plea; 
Whicli if thou follow, this ill itt court of Venice 
Mufl'needs give fentence 'gainfl the merchant there. 

Shy. My deeds upon my heaa 4! I crave the law, 
The penalty and forfeit of my bond. 

Por. J s he not abiC! to difcharge the money? 
B nff. Yes, here I tender it for him in the court; 

Yea, t\\icc the fum: if that will not {uffice. 
I will bt: bound to pay it ten times o'er, 
On forfeit of my hands, IPY head, my heart: 
If this will not {ufficc, it muft appear ( 
That malice bears down truth'. And I befeech you. 
W ref!: once the law to your authority; 
To do a great right, do a little wrong ~ 
And curb this cruel devil of his will. 

Por. It muil: not be; there is no power in Venice 
Can alter a decree eftablifhed : 
'Twill be r.::corded for a precedent; 
And many an error, by the fame example. 
Will rufh into the {tate: it cannot be. 

S/~V. A Daniel come to judgment! yt'a, a Daniel !-
o wift: young judge, how I do honour thee! 

P Ot'. I pray you, let me look upon the bond. 
Shy. Here 'tis, moil reverend doaor, here it is. 
POI'. Shylock, thtre's thrice thy money offer'd thee. 
Sh}·. An oath, an oath, I have an oath ill hea.en" 

Shali I lay perjury upon my foul? 
No, not for Venice. 

1 - in the courJ! of juftia, "0.' if UI 
:'bould «, Jal..,at;o".) Portia's "ferring the J~ to the Chrlftiaa 

dochine of (alvation, and th~ Lord·, Prayer, i8 a little out of charatter. 
BLACJ<STO!l"i: • 

• M)' dud, upon my beaa 11 An imprecatioo adopted from that of the 
Jews to Pilate: " His hloodbeon U', i.l\d 0,., chil.tlten!" HENLI:~. 

5 - mal", bean down truth.] Molliee oppre~. honefty. Atr ... ma" 
in old bngu3ge is all bo.efi "Ultlo We DOW ~ the jury good 11m. Dnd 
'rut. ]OltNSOl>l. 

Por. 
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Por. Why, this bond ;s forfeit; 

And lawfully t.r this the Jew may claim 
A pound of fle~ to be by him cut off 
Nearcit the merchant's heart :-Be maciful ; 
Take thrice thy money; bid me tear the bond. 

S~~. When it is paid according to the tenour.­
It doth appear, you are a worthy judge; 
You know the law, your expofition 
H ath been moft found: I charge you hy the law, 
Whereof you are a well-Jef::rving pillar, 
Proceed to judgment: by my foul r fwear, 
There is no power in the tong.ue of man 
To alter Ipe: I flay here on my bond. 

Ant Molt heartily 1 do befeech the court 
To give the judgment. 

Por. Why then, thus it is . 
• Yo:.! ltlufl: prepare your bofom for his knife: 

Sll. 0 noble judge! 0 excellent young man! 
Por. For the intent and purpofe of the law 

Hdth full relation to the penalty, 
Which here appeareth due upon the bond. 

Shy. 'Tis very true: 0 wife and upright judge! 
How much more elder art thou than thy look> ! 

Por , Therefore, lay bare your bo(om. 
Sl,. Ay, his breatl:: 

So fays the bond ;-Doth it not, noble ju.ige ~­
Nearefl: his heart, thofe are the very words. 

Por. It is fo. Are there balance here, to weigh 
The flefh ? 

S~y. I have them ready. 
por. Have by (orne furgeon, Shylock, on your charge, 

To ftop his wounds, left he do bleed to death. 
Sh)'. Is it fa nominated in the bond I 

Por. It is not [0 exprefs'd; But wh <: t of that? 
'Twere good, you do fo much for charity. 

Shy. I cannot find it; 'tis not in the bond. 
Por. Come, merchant, have you any thing to fay! 
AlJt. But little; I am arm'd, and well prepar'd.-

Give me your hand, Baffanio; fare y",l well! 
G z Grieve 



~.f MERCHANT OF VENICE. 
Grieve not that I am fallen to thi s for you; 
For herein fortune !hews herfelf more kiql. · 
Than is her cull:om : it is Il:ill her ufe, 
To Jet the wretched man out ,Jil'e his wealth, 
To view with hollow eye, and wrinkled brow. 
An age of poverty; from which lingering penance 
Of {uch milt-ry doth {he cut me off. 
Commend me to your honourable \Vife: 
Tell her the procefs of Anthonio's end, 
Say, how I Jov'd you, fpeak me fair in death; 
And , when the tale is told, bid her be judge, 
Whethcl Raifanio had not once a love. 
Repent not you that you fhall iofe yOUl friend , 
And lIe repents not that he pays your debt; 
For, if the Jew do cut but deep enough, 
I'll pay it inll:antly with all my heart. 

Btr.l!. Anrhonio, I am married to a wi\e, 
Which is a~ dear to me as life itfclf; 
But lift: itrdf, my wife, and all the world, 
Arc n:lt with me c!1:ccm'd above thy life; 
I would lofe all, ay, {aorifice them all 
Here to this devil, to deliver you. 

Par. Your wife would give you little thanb for that, 
If ihe were by to hear you make the offer. 

Gra. I have a wife, whom. J proten, I love; 
J would (he were in heaven, fo Iht: could 
1 ntrcat t0me power to change this curri!h Jew. 

}.'rr . 'Tis well you offer it behind her back; 
The wilh would make eIfe an unquiet houf~. 

St.') . Thefe be the ChriJiian hulbands . I have a daugh­
ter . 

Would, any ~f the Il:ock of Barrabas 6 

o _ the fl ock of Barrabas 1 The name of thi' robber is dilfcreuly 
(pelt .1') well J.a accented in die NNIJ r:fta"u~t; [Mt; '7"81"OV, ~A"""d. r ... ",. 

)jo. F (l ~:::;v~ ~\I ~! Q :Wctpa~~i~ }.r;oT'Ii1 ;) but Shakfpe:lre fcems to have fo!­
lowed the pronunciation ufual to the theatre, Barabf,a, being fo~nde,l 
l1 arabas thl O\l £hout Mallowe's Jow of Mgtra. Our poet might other­
wJ.fc have WlIrten 

., Would .1n), of Raubbas' /tock had 'be~a 
•• Her hulb.nd, rather than a chriltian!" ~lTu; Vr::NS. 

Had 
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Had b~n hcr huChand, rathcF than a Chritti:m! (aflde. 
We trifle tim, I pray thee, purfue fentence. 

Por. A poun~fthat fame merchant's l1t'1n is thine; 
'The court awards it, and the law doth give it 

Sly. Moil: rightful judge! 
Por. And you muil: cut this fle!h from off his breafl; 

The law allows it, and the court award; it. 
SIJf. Moil learned judge !-A fentenee; come, pre., 

pare. ' 
Por. Tarry a little ;-there is fomething elfe.­

This bond doth give thee here no jot of blood; 
'I'he words exprefsly are, a pound of Be!h : 
Take then thl bond, take thoo thy pound of Be!h ; 
But, in tae cutting it, if thou doft {hed , 
One drop of Chriftian blood, thy lands and goods 
Are, by the laws of Venice, confiJcate 
Unto the ftate::lf Venice. 

C;a. 0 upright judge !-Mark, 'Jew;-O learned 
judge! 

81,y. Is that the law? 
P~r. Thyfelf {hall fee the aCt : 

For, as thou urgeft juftice, be afTur'd, 
Thou {halt have julliee, more than thou defir'fl. 

Gra. 0 leal'ned judge !-Mark, Jew;-a learned 
judge! 

S~y. I take this offer tuen 7 ;-pl\y the bond thrice, 
And let the Chriftian go. 

Ba.!f. Here is the money. 
Por. Soft; 

The Jew !hall have all jnflice ;-foft !-no hafle ; 
He (hall have nothing but the penalty. 

G'·a. 0 Jew! an upright judge, a I~arned judge! 

7 1 take ttis olfer tb,~; ] Perhaps we ihould read_hi;, i. e. Barra­
nio's, who olters twice the fum, &c. ST E E VI: N s. 

He means, I think, to fay, "I take this offer that has been made 
me." Barranip had' offered at firll: but twice th,. fum, but Portia had 
gone further_" Shylock there'; tbrice thy money" &c. The Jew na­
turally inJiIl:. on the larger {urn. MALO:;:&. 

G 3 Por. 



86 MERCHANT OF VENICE. 
POI'. Therefore prepare thee to c~t off the flelh' 

Shed thou. no bloou; nor cut thou ets, nor ~ore> 
But juft a pound of flcih: if th(J~ tak'H m91e, 
Or le(~. than a juJi pDllud,-bc Jt but fo fnuch 
As makes it light. or heavy, ill the fubftance. 
Or the diviiion of the twentieth part 
Of one poor {(Tuple; n~y. i~ the icale do turn 
But in the eililll:ttiol1 ot a halr.-
Thou dicit. and a1\ thy goods arc confifcate. 

Gra. A iccond Daniel, a Daniel, Jew! 
Now, ini;dd, I ha\e thee on the hip. 

por Wh," dot1: the Jew pau(e? tlke thy forfeiture. 
Shy. Give me my principii, and let me go. 
BPj}: 1 h,we it n:;:dy for thee; here it is. 
POI'. He hath rd"us'd it in the open court; 

He filall have Illerfly juHice, and his bond. 
Gra, A Daniel, frill fay 1 : a (econd D •• niel !­

J tha~ thee, Jew, for teaching me thdt word. 
Shy. Sbll J 1I0t have barely my principal? 
Por. TLou Olalt have nothing but the forft.itu,:,e, 

To be (o taken at thy peril. Jew. 
S!~y. Why then the devil give him good of it ! 

J'llllay no longer qUeition. 
Por. Tarry, Jew; 

The law luth yet another hold on you. 
It j, cnaCtcd;n the law; of V cnice,­
If it Lc prov'd againft an alien, 

~ 'Iht/,!,,,, f'''larc li'Ct!o Clit offtheflt}!;.] Thisjudl!:ment is l'chted 
by G'rarlan, dte cdebrJlcd Spandh j(Juit, in his liero, with a rel1ccbnn 
at the condulioll oj it. "_Compite con I, del Salomon lapromplitud 
cit' aqud gr.1n Tur~o. Pretendla un Judie cor1..ar una on't-a de carne a 
un Chriftiano, pcn.1 fubre llf .. .lta. Iniiltia en clIo con iguJl tcrqu{.ria a 
fu Prinlipe, 'lUe' redldia a 1u Dios. Mdnu..., c1 gran Juez traer peio, y 
cuclllllu; conmmule el degueHo fi cort.1Va ma~ ni ml"IlOS. r fue Jt.r 
agudo rorte a 10 ltd, )' al mundo mi/agro del ingcnio." 11 Heroe de Lo­
renzo GLH,ian. l'limar 3. 

Gr'Jo~io,l.cti, 10 his Lie if Six/us P. has a limilar /tory. The 
papacy o! ~"tll' began ill I 5'3- He died Au~. 29, T 590. The rea­
der Will had an' xtr"d from Fa'n'Wo'tb'~ <['Imjtation, at the condufioll 
of the play. S 1 El. V Eh S. 

4 That 



MERCHANT OF VENICE. 
That bf diretl:, or indirect attempts, 
He reek the li~f any citizen. 
The party, 'ga the which he doth contrive, 
Shall feize on hal his goods; the other half 
Comes to the privy coffer of the frate ; 
And the offender's life lies in the mercy 
Of the duke only, 'gainft all other voice. 
In which predicament, I fay, thou frand'!l; 
For it appears by manifefr proceeding, 
That, illdiretlly, and directly too, 
Thou haft contriv'd againft the very life 
Of the defendant; and thou haft incur'd 
The danger formerly by me r~ears'd. 
Down, th~'tefore, and beg mercy of the duke. 

Gra. Beg, that thou may'fr have leave to hang thylelf; 
And yet, thy wealth being forfeit to the ftate, 
Thou h"fr not I :ft the value of a cord; 
"There'ore, thou mufr be hang'd at the frate's charge. 

Duke. That thou illah fee the dilference of our {phi!, 
I pardon thee thy life hefore thou alk it : 
For half thy wealth, it is Anthonio's ; 
The other half comes to the general frate, 
'Which humblenefs ma~ drive unto a fine. 

P?r. Ay, for the ftate; not for Anthonio*. 
SIJ.1.. Nay, take my life and all, pardon not that: 

You take my houfe, when you do take the prop 
That doth fufrain my houfe; you take my life, 
When you do take the means whereby I live. 

Por. What mercy can you render him, Anthonio. 
Gra. A. halter gratis; nothing elfe, for God's fake. 
An'. So pleafe my lord the duke, aJld all the court# 

To quit the line for one half of his good~ ; 
I am content II, fo he will let me have 

The 
Aj, for the flate, &c.] That is, the frate's moiety may be com­

muted for a fine, but not Anthonio's. MALON]!;. 

9 I am content, &c.) The terms propofed have been mifunder/1:ood. 
Anthonio ded_res, that as the <luke quits one half of the forfeiture, he 
is likewife content to abate his claim, and delires LaC the property bur 
tte life or produce only of the half, and that rmly for the jew's life; 
vnlcfa we read, as perhaps is right, upon my d,al/:;. JOHN~ON. 

G 4 Th~ 
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The other half in ufe,-to render it. 
Upon his death, unto the gentleman 
That lately fiole his daughter: 
Two things provided more,-That, for this favour, 
He prefently become a Chriftian; 
The other, that he do record a gift, 
Here in the court, af all he dies poifefs'd, 
Unto his fon Lorenzo, and his daughter. 

Dukr. He Iha11 do this; or elfe I do recant 
The pardon, that I late pronounced here. 

Par. Art thou contented, Jew? what doft thou fay? 
Sl)'. I am content. 
Por. C11'Tk, draw a dee. of gift. 
Sh),. I pray you, give me leave to go from 'Aence; 

I am not well; fend the deed after me, 
And I will Jign it. 

Duke. Get thee gone, but do it. 
Gra. In chrifteni!Jg thou fhalt have two god-fathers; 

Had I been judge, thou fhould'll: have had ten more 1, 

To bring thee to the gallows, not the font. [Exit SHY, 
Dulce. Sir, I intreat you home with me to dinner. 
POl'. I humhly do defire your grace of par~on" ; 

I mull away this night toward Paq.ua, 
And it i; meet, I prefently fet forth. 

J)ukr. I am Jorry, that your leifure ferves you no~. 
Anthonio, gratify this gentleman; 

The Ic"ned commentator is, J think, not quite exact in the Jitft 
part of his note. The Duke has already (aid that perhaps he may give 
up the moiety Gue to the ftate, and compound with the lew by taking 
cnl)' a fine for it. Anthonio now declares that if the Duke will go far­
theii.eaod give up thr fine alfo, he is likewife content to abate his claim, 
and to have only the afe of the moiety allotted to him, during the 
life of Sll'y lock. M A J.(l" E. 

J _ tbou lhvldft ha~'e had ten mOl-e,] i. e. ajuryof t'Welve men, to 
condemn thee to be hanged. THl<oBALD. 

• - f.!a" of pl/rdo. ;] Thus the old copies: the modern editors 
read-~e!s harihly, lout without authority,-your grace's pardon. The 
fame kind o~, expleilion OCcurs in Otb.lIo: "J huwlMy do hef.ech JOU of 
your pard,,,. In the notes to As you like it, and the Mldfummer Night'. 
Dretlm, I hJve glVe!l rrpeatcd inftances ofthlt l'htafeology. ST1: EVE HI. 

rQur grace's pardon was found in a copy of no i\u~ho(ity, the quarto 
of 163i. Mt\.LONE. 

For, 
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For, iJtmy mind, you are much' bound to him. 

[Exeunt Duk!', Magnificoes, and7'raill. 
BaJ!. Moft wBrthy gentleman,· I, aud my friend, 

Have by YOlt1\wifdom been this day acquitted 
Of grievous pe~alties; in lieu whereof, 
Three thoufand ducats, due unto the Jew, 
We freely cope your co\\rteous pains withal. 

Ant. And ftand indebted, over and above, 
In love and fervice to you evermore. 

POl'. He is well paid, that is well fatisfy'd; 
And I, delivering you, am fati~fy'd, 
And therein do actou!}t myfe1f well paid; 
My mind wa& never yet mor~ mercenary. 
I pray yo~, know me, when we meet again; 
I wi{h you well, and fo I take my leave. 

BuJ!. Dear fir, of force I muft attempt you further; 
'I aks.{ome remembrance of us, as a tribute, 
Not as a fee: grant me two things, I pray you, 
Not to deny me, and to pardon me •. 

Por. You prefs me far, and therefore I will yield. 
Give me your gloves, I'll wear them for your fake; 
And, for your love, I'll take this ring from you :­
D0 not draw back your hand; I'll take no more; 
And you in love {hall not deny me this. • 

~.ff. This ring, good ur,-alas, it is a trifle; 
I will not {hame myieIf to give you this. 

Por. I will haTe nothing elfe but only this; 
And now, methinks, I have a mind to it. 

Ba.ff. There's more depends on this, than on the value. 
The deareft ring in Venice will I give you, 
And find it out by proclamation; 
Only for this, I pray you, pardon me. 

Par. I fec, fir, you are liberal in offers: 
You taught me tirft to beg; and now, methinks, 
You teach me how a beggar {hould,be anfwer'd. 

BaJ1. Good fir, this ring was given ;me by my wife; 
And, when !he fut it on, !he made me vow, 
That I !hould neIther fcll. nor give, nor lofe it. 

pqr. That 'fewe ferves many men to fave their gifts. 
An 



90 MERCHANT OF VENIC1!. 
An if your wite be not a mad wo~an, . . 
And know how well I have deferv d thIs r~P,6' 
She would not hold out enemy for ever, . 
For giving it to me. Well, peace be with you! 

[Exeunt POR T I A a"a N E R I SSA_ 

.111ft. My lord Baifanio, let him .have the ring j 
Let his delervings, and my lOf'e ~ltlhal, . 
:Be valued 'gain!! your wife's commandement. 

Baff. Go, Gratianu, run I\lld overtake him, 
Give him the ring; and briftg him, 1£ thou canlt, 
Unto Anthonio'~ honfe :-away;n:.ake haile. [Exit GR._ 
Come, YOll and I will thither prefently; 
And in the morning early wUl we both 
Fly toward Belmont: Come, Allthonio.. TExeu1It. 

seE N E II. 
'{'he .fame. A Street. 

Enrcr PORTIA and NERISSA. 

Por. El1quire the Jew's houfe out, give him tkis deed .. 
And let him fign it; we'll away to-night. 
And be a day before our hufhands home: 
This deed will be weI! welcome to Lorenzo. 

Enter GRATIANO. 

Gra. Fair Iir, you are well overtaken: 
My lord BaJTanio, upon more advice J, 

Hath fcnt you here this ring; and doth intreat 
Your company at dinner. 

Por. That cannot be : 
This ring I do accept molt thankfully. 
And fo, I pray you, tell him: Furthermore. 
1 pray YOll, !hew my youth old Shylock's houfe. 

Gra. That win I do. 
,Ner . . Sir, I would [peak with you:-

I II Fee If!. can get my hulband's ring, r to POR. T I .... 
W?lch I dld make him fwear to keep for £\Ter. 

1 - ~pon nlore ad,ice,] i. e. more rdlt8ioll. STl&VlNS. 

P"". 
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I'or.l~ou mllY'!!-, I warrant: We {hall have old rwear~ 

mg,~. 
That they did.g.~e the rings away Lo men; 
But we'll out-face them, and out-fwear them too. 
Away, make hafte; thou know'ft where I will tarry. 

Ncr. Come, good fir, will you {hew me to this houCe? 
(Exeunt. 

ACT V. ;J)C ENE I. 
Belmont. A'Venue to Portia's Houfe. 

Enur LORENZO aftd JESSICA. 

Lor. The moon fuines bright :-In {uch a night as this, 
"Yhen the fweet wind did gently kifs the trees, 
And they did make no noife; in fuch a night, 
"' roi h,., methinks, mounted the Trojan walls 4 

And iigh'd his foul toward the Gre~ian tents, 
Wht'Tc Creffid lay that night. 

JcJ. In fuch a night, 
Did Thiibe fearfully o'er-trip the dew; 
Alld faw the lion's fuadow ere himfelf, 
And ran diiinay'd away. 
L~,. . In filch a night, 

Stood-Dido with a willow in her hand f 
Upon 

~ 'T«iill', metbinks, mounted tb, 'T, ojan 'Wall,,] This imalle is from 
Ch~uctr's 'Trodll ' o.nd C'!U,jde, 5 B. 666 and 1141.: 

" Upon the ~ualilS faft eke would he walke, 
" And on the Grekis hott he would yfe &CC. 
" The daie goth (att, and after that can.e eve, 

" And yet came not to Trollu. Crefleide, 
" He lokith forth, by hedge, by tr., b)' grev~, 

" And ferre his he.d. o'Uir the walle h. leide, &ce." 
Again, ibid: 

.. And up and do lIne by well: and eke by eil, 
" Upon the walli, m.de he many a went," STEEvt!>!'. 

S In flub (l ,.lI,ht, 
Stood Dido w ith " ~,·il/o'UJ i~ ber hand] This parr age contain! a 

fn' all intrance out uf many that miaht be brou~ht to prove that Shako 
1pca:. was no redder of the clalTIcks. ST:!I'VI'NS. 

Mr. 
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Upon the wild fea-banks, and waft her l()ve 
To come again to Carthage. 

'lef. In fucha night ", 
Medea gather'd the enchanted herbs 
That did renew old £fon. 

Lor. In (uch a night, 
Did Jeffica Heal trc:o: the we,a1thV Jew; • 
And witn an unthnIt love dld run from Vemce. 
As far as Belmont. 

Jef. In [uch a night, did' 
Young Lorenw [wear he loy'd her well ; 
Stealing her foul with manl vows of faith, 
And ne'€! a true one. 

Lor, In fuen a night, did 
Pretty J effiea, like a little furew, 
Slander her love, and he forgave it her, 

Je). I would out-night you, did no body come; 
But, hark, I hear the footing of a man. 

Enter a Servant. 
Lor. Who comes fo faft in filence of the night? 
Ser'lJ. A friend. 
Lor. A friend r what friend? your name, I pray you .. 

friend? 
St'r'1/. Stephana is my name; and I bring word, 

My mifirefs will before the break of day 
Be ht:re at Belmont: ihe doth ftray about 
By holy crofi'es 1, where ihe kneels and prays 
For happy wedlock hours. 

Lor. 
Mr. Warton fuggelb in his Hift. of Eng. Po'try. that 5hakfpeare 

might have r"ken this image from (ojne ballad on the fubJeCt. MALONE. 

Q In fllcb a night, &c,] So, Gower. fpeaking of Medea: 
" Thus it befell upon a night 
" Wh.nn there was nought but fierre light, 
II She was van:1hed right as hir lift, 
" That fiG wight hut herfelfwift: 
" And that was at midnight tide, 
., The" orld Was !till on every /ide, &~. 

• ConftJfio A",antis, J 554. 5 T pO EvE N S. 

• - J'lJ~ar] I~.he,:e, as i,n many other places, a 3illjl!able. MAl. ONE. 

7 By 1;,1)' ":i''',J So, In the l>Ierry D''IIi/oj Ed"'.nt~n, 1608: 
" But 
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Lor.,Who comes with her? 
Servo N'l5ft'!.\, but a holy hermit. and her maid. 

I pray you, is my mailer yet return'd? 
Lor. He is not, nor we have not heard from~im.­

But go we in; I pray thee, Jeffica. 
And ceremoniou11y let us prepare 
Some welcome for the miR:refs of the houfe. 

Enter Launcelot. 
Laun. Sola, fola. wo ha, ho, fola, fola! 
Lor. Who calls? 
La/tn. 501a! did you fee maR:er Lorenzo, and milirea 

Lorenzo? fob, {ola! • 
Lor. Llolave hollaing, man; here. 
Laun. Sola! where: where? 
Lor. Here. 
Lau1!. Tell him, there's a paR: come from my maller. 

with'tlis horn full of good news; my maR:er will be here 
ere morning. [Exit. 

Lor. Sweet foul, S let's in, and thereexpechheircoming. 
And yet no matter ;-Why thould we go in? 
My friend Stephana, fignify, I pray you, 
Within the houfe, your miihefs 1S at hand; 
And bring your mufick forth into the air.- [Exit Servo 
How fwt:ct the moon-light fleeps upon this bank! 
Her!! will we fit, and let the founds of mufick 
Creep in our ears; foft R:illnefs, and the ntght~ 
Become the touches of fweet harmony. 
Sit, J effica; Look, how the floor of heaven 

" But there are Cro.ffis, wife j here's one in Wa!tham, 
.. Another at the Abbey, and the third 
.. At Ccil;on; and 'ti. ominous to pafs 
" Any ofthefe without a Pater-noller:' 

and this i. a rea(on affigne<l for thede1ay of a wedding. STJ:J:VUIS. 
8 Sweet foul, &c.] Thde words in the old copies are placed at tbl: 

end of Launcelot's fpeech. Mr. Rowe !ira made the preCent regulation, 
which appears to me to be r:ght. Infread of fo,d he readio-lo'Ve, the 
latter word having been capricloully fubfrituted in t!Ie place of the former 
by the editor of the feeond folio, who introduced a large portion of 
the corruptions which for a long time disfig~red the modern editio» •• 
That judicious commentator Mr. Tyrwhitt llk.twife approves of the 
rellulation that i. here a40pted. MAl-I)ln;. 

I~ 
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Is thick inlay'd with patines of bright g()l~.!' ; 
There's not the [mallei! orb, which thou,!'1ello\d'ftJ 

But in his motion like an angel flngs, 
Still quiring to the young-eY'd. cherubins: 
Such harmony is in immortalwuls I ; 

But, whil11: thi; muddy ve!h:Jre of decay 
Doth gro{]y clofe it in, we cannot hear it.-

Enter Muficians. 
Come ho, and wake Diana with a hymn '1.; 
With lweeteft touches pierce your mifhefs' ear, 

9 - ~vith patines of hright g~J ;] A /,olitft, f!Um pati~o, Lat. is 
the fmall flat cI,lh or plate ufed with the ,bahee, in the JdminiJhation 
of the eUlharift. In the time of Popery, and probably in the follow. 
jAg age, itWJS commonly made of gold. MAT.ONE. 

1 ,~u,b barmony .;s in immortal fouls i &<.] This parrage having !'ren 
Innch rni[undrrftood. it cAay be proper to add a illort explanation of it. 

" Surh harmony &c." is not an exclamation ar:c,ng f,om t!e'.o.-go­
ing line-" So ~reat is the harmony!" but an iIlulhati~n :-" Of the 
lome ki,.d is the harmony."_The whole runs thus' 

'I IJCI' " 1I0t One of tht bea'llen/y orb, but jjngs as it moves, foil! quiring 
to the "·""bin. ,!j,imiflllr to tbt harmony thty mde, i, that of immartal 
Jouls; or, (in other words) tacb of us bavt illS per/eEl l.arlol"oy in ollr 
louls as the barmo"y if ti .. [pbt,.,s, inaJ"""b as OWt bave the qualif), 0/ 
ieing moved [,y JWett /0111114 (as he c.x.prcffes it afterwards); but ou" 
lroi' terrejlrial part, which '"'<Jiron! us, deadens tbe found, and lre~'ent$ 
Qur b"Irlng it.-It, [Doth grofsly clofe it in,] I apprehend, refel & to 
harmony. 1'hls is the reading of the lirft quarto printed by He)es; the 
quarto printed by Roberts and the folio read_dole in it. 

It may be objeaeol that this internal harmony is not al'l objea of 
{enfe, cannot be heard i-but Shakfpeare is not always e".a in his 
language: he confounds it with that external and artificial harmony 
which" capable of being heard.-Dr. Warburton (who appears to hue 
tntirely mifunderftood this pairage,) for [ouls reads founds. MA L ON E. 

The old reading, " in immortal fOllIs," IS entain ly right, and the whole 
line may be well explaiI'ed by Hooker, in his Eccicjiajlical Polity, B. v. 
" Touching mu/k,t harmony whether by inftrument or loy Yoice, it 
being but high and low in founus in a due proportionable difpofJtion, 
~ueh Dotwithftanding is the force ther.eof, ond fo pleating e/teas it hath 
10 that very part of man which is moll: divine, that fome have beell 
thereby induced to think that the foul itfelf, h} .nature, is or hath 
in it harmony." For this quotation 1 am Indebted to Dr. Farme •• 

• ST~EYENL 
The fifth book of the E. P. was publlihed tingly, in 1597' MALON 1<. 

~ - wp.ke Dra"a wllh a hymn;] Diana is the lIloonl who is in the 
next feene repref.nted as fle~pinl>' J 0 Ii N SON. 

And 



MERCHANT 0' VENICE. 9S 
AndJraw her home with mulick'. [Mllfi',f. 

7e . 1 ~ever merry, when I hear fweet mulick.. 
Lor. The reafon is, your fpirits are attentive; 

For do but note a wild and wanton herd. 
Or race of youthful and unhandIed colts, 
Fetching mad bounds, bellowing, and neighing loud, 
Which is the hot conditioll of their blood ; 
If tkey but hear perchance a trumpet found. 
Or any air of malick touch their ears, 
You fuall perceive them make a mutual frand. 
Their favage eyes turn'd to It modell: gaze. 
By the fweet power ef mulick: Therefore, the poet 
Did feign that Orpheus drew 'trees, llones, and Hoods; 
Since no1!ght fo ftockifu, hard, and full of rage, 
But muuck for the time doth cha.n~ his nature: 
The man that hath no mulick in hlmfelf, 
Nor is not mov'd with concord of fweet founds. 
Is fil"for treafons, ftratagems, and fpoils ; 
The motions of his fpirh are dull as night. 
And his affections dark as Erebus: 
Let no fuch man be trufted.-Mark the mufick. 

Enter PORTIA fIRd NERISSA, 4tadiJiallCf. 

Pur. That light we fee, is burning in my hall. 
How f~r that little candle throws his beams! 
So fli.ines a good deed in a naughty world. 

Ner. When the moon fuone, we did not fel: the ra.ndk; 
Pur. So doth the greater glory dim the lefs: 

A fubftitute fhines brightly 115 a.king, 
Until a king be by; and then his ftate 
Empties itfelf, as doth an inland brook 
Into the main of waters. Mufick! hark! 

Ncr, It is your mufick, madam, of the houfe. 
Pore Nothing is good, I fee. without refpect"; 

Methinks, it founds much fweeter than by day. 

3 Ant! draw htr home with mufick.] Shakfpeare, I believe, ",u 
here thinking of the cuftom of accompanying the laft waggon-load, at 
the end of har\'eft, with ntltick mufick. He-again alludes to thi' yet 
common practice, in As you liktit. MALO~J:. 

oj. - witbout refpea;) Not abfolutely good, t.ut rd.tivdy good as it 
11 lU<ldified by circl1mftances. JOHN.ON. 

Nfr, 
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N,r. Silence beltows that virtue on it, madam. 
P!Ir. The crow doth ling as fweetly all th~". 

When neither is attended; and, I think, 
The nightingale s, if ilie ilieuld ling by day, 
When every goofe is cackling, would be thooght 
N~ better a mulician than th~ wren. 
How many things by feafon f~Qn' d. are 
To their right praife, and true perfeaion !­
Peace, hoa! the moon fleeps with Endymion, 
And would not be awak'd (> [Mzufck ctafts. 

Lor. That is the voice, 
Or I am much deceiv'd, of Portia. 

Por. He knows '!pe, as tho blind man bows the cuckoo, 
By the bad voice. 

Lor. Dear lady. welcome home. 

5 "['be nightingllle, &c.] So, in our author's lQ,7,d Sonnet: 
" Our love was new, and then but in the fprins. 

" When I was WORt to greet it with my lays; 
" As P hi!~",./ .In fum mer's front doth ting, 

" And ftops his pipe in growth of riper days; 
co Not that thefummcr is lees pleafant now, 

co Than when het mournful hymns did hu/h the night; 
cc But that 'Wi/4 _./id hurt/tn. ''''try b.Ilgh, 

" Alfd IvtIN grO'lDn tortlmQIl [af_their d,ardeligb •• " MALONE. 
Ptau, hoa! thl m_ Jlutl.a.ith Elldymion, 
And 'Would not he a'WIlt'd.] The old copies read-Prat:. bo-' &c. 

For the emendation now made the prefent editor is anfwerable. The 
oddnef, of the phrafe, " How the moon wo.ud not be awak'd!" firli 
.hade me fufpeCl: the railage to be corrupt; and the followir.g lines in 
Romeo and Juliet fuggeftcd the emendatiOj), and appear to me \0 put it 
beyond a doubt: 

" Peace, .M, for /hamc 1 confufion's c:urelives:not 
" In thefe confutions. " 

Again, in As Jim Ii., it, Ad r. "P,ace, boa! I bar confulion." 
Again, in Mea]"" for Meafur.; " Hoa! peace be in this ,pla,:e !" 
AgaiR, ibid: "Peller, boa, be here 1" 
In Anlony and CI.opatra the fame miftake, I think, has happefJed. 

In the p.,rr .. gc before us, as exhibited in the old copies, there is not a 
note of adm;rdtion after the word 1I'Wllk'd. Portia lira enjoins the mu­
lick to ceafe, " Peace, hoa I" and theJI fubjoins the rcafon for her in­
junCl:ion; " The moon &c." 

Mr. Tyrwhitt (cems to be ()f opill1rm th.t the interjeB:ion Ho was 
formerly ufed to command a cefiation of noire, u well as of fighting. 
Set Caflt. 'ral .. of Chaucer, Vol. IV. p. :1.3°. MALONJ:. 

Pur. 
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P,r. We have been praying for our hulbands' welfare. 
Whi~ we hope. the better for our words . 
• 4re th~n'd ( 

Lor. Madam, they are not yet; 
But there is come a meffenger before, 
To lignify their coming. 

Por. Go in. Neriffa. 
Give order to my fen-ants, that they ta.!l:e 
No note at aU of our being abfent hence;-
Nor you, Lorenzo;-Jeffica, nOr you. rcr~umplt jou",", 

Lor. Your hu{ba~d is at hand, I hear his trumpet: 
We are no tell-tales, madam; fear you not. 

Par. This night. methinks~is but the day-light tick. 
It looks a J.i.ttle :paler; . ~tis a day. 
Such as the day IS when the fun is hid. 
Ellter BASSANIO~ ANTHONIO, GR.ATtANO, and their 

followers. 
, Ba7/. We [bould hol4>day with the Antipodes, 
I f you would walk in abi'ence of the fun 7. 

Per. Let me give light 8, but let me not be light; 
For a light wife doth make a heavy hufband. 
And never be Baffanio fo for me ; . 
But. God fort all !-Y ou are welcome home. my lord. 

Baffo I thank you, madam: give welcome to my 
. friend.-

This ~s the man, this is Anthonio, 
To whom I am fo infinitely bound. 

Por. You {hould in all fenfe be much bound to him. 
For, as I hear, he was much bound for you. 

Ant. No tnbre than I am well acquitted of. 
PIJr. ~, you are very welcome to our houfe: 

7 11'. foould bold day &co) If you would always walle in the night, 
it would be day with us, as It now is on the other fide of the globe. 

MALONJ:. 
8 Let me give ligbt, &e. J There is (oarcely any word with which 

Shakipeare fo much delights to trifle as with !rght, in its variollS ligni­
fications. J OHNSPN. 

Moft of the old drama tick writers are guilty of tilt (allle quibble. 
,sTEEVEN •• 

YOLo III. H It: 
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It mull: appear in other ways than words, 
Therefore I fcant this breathing courtefy'. _<~ 

[GRA T I A NO and N E R I 55 A fie", fi"Yiilll apart. 
Gt<a. By yonder moon, I fwear, you do me wrong; 

In faith, I gave it to the judge's clerk: 
Would he were gelt that had it, for my part, 
Since you do take it, love, fo mach, at heart. 

Por. A quarrel, no, already? what's the matter? 
Gra. About a hoop of gold, a paltry ring 

That {he did give me; whofe pofy wa5 
For all the world, like cutler's poetry I 
Upon a knife, Love me, al'd lcav~ me not. 

Ncr. What talk you of the pofy, or the value? 
You fwore to me. when I dfd givt) it YOU. 
That you would wear it till your hour of death; 
And that it !bould lie with you in your grave: 
Though not for me, yet for your vehement oaths, 
You {hould have been refpeaive~,Jnd have kept it. 
Gave it a judge's clerk !-but weft;I know, 
The clerk will ne'er wear hair on his face, that had it. 

G,·a. He will, an if he live to be a man. 
Ne/1. Ay, if a woman live to be a man. 
Gra. Now, by this hand, I gave it to a youth~~ 

A kind of boy; a little fcrubhed boy', 
No higher than thyfelf, the judge'S clerk; 
A prating boy, that begg'd it as a fee; 
I could not for my heart deny it him. 

9 -thIS ble.thing (ourllb.] This verbal complimentary form, Made 
U\, onl) of brtath, i. e. words. So, in 'TII"on of Alb,,,,, a {enator re­
rh .• s ~? Alcibiades, .. ho bad made a long {peech._i' Y QU. brfiUb. in 
vam. MALONE. 

I -lIke c.tler', po.try] Knives were formerly infcribed bY means. of 
"'fua f oulS with /hort fentences in diftich. Sir J. HA W KIN S. 

• - have b,en refpeCiive,] RifptEliv. has tbe (arne mcani!.ll as It-. 
fpeflful. Sec K. John, ACi 1. STEEVZ,"S. 

Chapman, Marfton, and ot.bc:r poeb of that time, we this word in 
the fame fenCe. MALONE. ' 

3 - a httle {crubbed boy,] I ~dieve fer •• b,d and RII6D.d bave a like 
me~ning. and lignify ftunl,d, or fhrub·t.A.. STll&V'lt1fS • 
. Scruhb,,! perhaps meant d"I}. as wetl af jbort. Cole, in his Die. 
~QJlary, 167', renden it by tlie Latin WOld !'lulI;'dul. MALON E. 

PQr .. 
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Port Y ~ ~ere to blame, I muil: ~ plain with YOI1, 

To p"". iightly with your wife's firft gift; 
A thing fruck on with oaths upon your linger, 
And [0 riveted with faith unto your fiefu. 
I gave my love a ring. and made him fwear 
Never to part with it; and here he frands ; 
I dare be fworn for him, he would not leave it. 
Nor pluck it fr()QI his finger, for the wealth 
That the world mafters. Now. in faith, Gratiano, 
You give your wife too littkind a caufe of grief; 
An 'twere to me. I fuould be mad at it. 

Balf. Why, I were beft to cut my left hand off, 
And [wear, I loft ~ru: ring deknding it. [~Je,' 

Gra. My lord BaA"anio gave his ring away 
Unto the judge that begg'd it, and, indeed, 
Deferv'd it too; and then the boy, his clerk, 
That took fome pains in writing, he begg'd mine: 
An&-neither man, nor mafter, would take aught 
But the two rin~s. 

POI'. What flng gave you, my lord? 
Not that, I hope, which rou receiv'd of me. 

RaJ!. If I could add a he unto a fault. 
I would deny it; but you fee. my linger 
Hath not the ring upon it, it is gone. 

P()l' Even fo void is your falfe heart of truth. 
By heaven, I wiII ne'er clune in your bed 
Until I (ee the ring. 

Ner. Nor I in yours~ 
Till I again fee mine. 

BaJ!. Sweet Portia, 
If you c¥d know to whom I gave thenng, 
If you dId know for whom I gave the ring. 
And would conceive for what I !;"ave the ring, 
And how unwillingly I left the rmg, 
W.ften nought would he accepted but the ring, 
You would abate the ftrengtb. of yOUr difpleafure.' 

Pur. If you had known the vi.rtue of the ring, 
Or half he{ worthinefs that gave the ring .. 

Hz Or 
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Or your own honour to contain the ring 4, 

Yo"" would not then have parted with the ring"l" 
Whit man is there fo much unrea{onable. 
If you had pleas'd to have defended it 
Wtth any terms of zeal, wanted the modefty 
To urge the thing held as a ceremony 5 ? 
NerHra teaches me what to believe) 
I'll die for't, but fome woman had the ting. 

Baff. No, by my honour, madam, by1l1y foul, 
No woman had it, but a civil doaor, 
Which did refufe three thoufand ducats of me, 
And begg'd the ring; the which I did deny him, 
And fufter'd him to go difpl~a,'d away; 
Even he that had held up the very life 
Of my deal friend. What fi'lould I tay. fweet lady? 
I was enforc'd to fend it after him; 
I was befet with fhame and courtefy ; 
My honour would not let ingratitude 
So much befmear 1t; Pardon me, good lady; 
For, oy thefe bleffed candles of the night 6, 

Had you been there. I think, YOIl would have begg'd 
The ring of me to give the worthy dottor. 

4 - tD contain the rilll'] Mr. Pope aJ,ld the other wuuern editOr! 
read-to main, but contain might in our author's time have had n<:arly 
the f.me meaning. Or be might have meant. "jf you had ~ !lown 
that the ring contained your own hcn\bur,....othat they were involved 
together; "_and made the tranfpolition for the fake of the Jingle. 

MALONE. 

5 What man-wanted til, 18#tleJlJ 
'To urge the thing beld OJ a eer:mMY l'J This is a very licentio,,~ 

~xpreffion. The fenfe il. Wbat WlDI/ CQuld btroe fo !rltle m04fty or want. 
ed mo({ejly fo much, as til' urge the demand of a thing kept on account in 
(orne (ort religious. JOHNSON. 

Thus Calphurnia fays to Julius ClEfar : 
" C:efar. I never ftood on cerem.n;.,." STJ!JtVJ!NS. 

6 -candles ofth. night,l We have again the fame expreffion ingne 
of our author's Sonnets. in Macbeth, awl ROftIeo and Juliet. It like. 
wife oCcurs in Die/la, errt",,,,, SO,,"UJ adjDY"..t "t.e amorous poeme y 
Dom Dugo and Gineura, by R. L. 1596 : 

" He who can count the ea,.. ~f tbt jAi, • 
.. Reckon the fands ",hereon l'aCtolua flfWS "c/' MALONE. 

POT. 
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PI1'~ not that d08.or e'er COlJI.e near my houfe: 

Since ~h got the jewel that I lov'd, 
And that which you did {wear to keep for me, 
I will become as liberal as you; 
I'll not deay him any thing I have, 
No, not my body, nor my hulband's bed: 
Know him I {hall, I am well fure of it : 
Lie not a nightJ'-Vm home; watch me, like Argus: 
If you do not. ·ifI be left alone. 
Now, by mine lIQnour, which is yet my own, 
I'll have that dotior for my bed.fellow. 

Ner. And I hi. clerk; therefore be well advis'd, 
How you do leave \nc to mill\ own proteruon. 

Gra. Well, do you {o: let not me take him thm; 
For. if r do, 1'11 mar the young clerk's pen. 

Alii. I am the unhappy fubject of there quarrels. . 
..J:!r. Sir, grieve not you; You are welcome notwith .. 

Il:anding. 
BaJf. Portia, forgive me this enforced wrong; 

And, in the hearing of thefe many friends, 
j {wear to thee. even by thine own fair eyes, 
Wherein I fee myfelf.~ 

Por. Mark you but that! 
1n both my eyes he doubly fees ltimfeIf: 
I n ~ach eye. one :-fwear by your double felF, 
Ana there's an oath of credIt, 

BaJf. Nay. but hear me: 
"Pardon this fauJt, and by my foul I (wear, 
I never more will break an oath with thee. 

Ant. I once did lend nJ)' body for his wealth '; 
Whicb. but for him that had your hulband's rina-. 
Had quite mifcarry'd: I dare be bound again. 
My foul upon the forfeit, that your lord 
Will never more break faith advifedly. 

7 _ jwtJlr by your dOolble ftI,/,] DOIIb~ is here ufed ill a bad fenf~ 
for-fu/l oj dupli,ity. MALON!!_ 

& - f.r bit 'W,,,ltb.] For his advantage; to obtain his happinef •• 
lYuzltb was, at that clme, the term oppoJit~ W UfJtrjifj. or 'CAIII",IfJ. 

JOHNSO". 

H 3 por. 



* MER.CHANT OF VENIClt 
Por. Then YOIl fhall be his furety: Give him thu. 

And bid him keep it bette.r than the other. •• 
Ant. Here. lord BaffanIo; fwut to keep th.s nnF' 
Balf. By heaven, it is the fame I gave the dO&r. 
Pf{I'. I had it of him; pardon me, Ba1fanio; 

For by this ring the doCtor lay with me. ' 
Ner. And pardon me, my gentle Gra.t1ano; 

F"Or that fame [crubbed boy, the do&lr'n,lerk. 
In lieu of this, 1aft night did licwith me. 

Gra. Why, this is like the mending Qihigpways 
In fummer, where the ways are fair enough: 
What! are we cuckolds, ere we have deferv'd it? 

Por. Speak not fa grofsly.'-You are all amaz'd; 
Here is a letter. read it at your leifurc; 
It comes from Padua, from Bellario: 
There you fuall find, that Portia was the doctor; 
Neriffa there, her clerk: Lorenzo here 
Shall witnefs, I fet forth as foon as you. 
And but even now return'd; I have not yet 
Enter'd my houfe.-Anthonio, you are welcome; 
And I have better neWs in ftore for you, 
Than you expect: unfeal this letter foon ; 
There you fuall find, three of your argofies 
Are richly come to harbour fuddenly : 
You fhall not know by what firange accident 
I chanced on this letter. 

Ant. I am dumb. 
RaJ!. Were you the doctor, and I knew you not:­
Gra. Were ),011 the clerk, that is to make me cuckold? 
Ner. Ay; buttlte clerk" that never means to do it, 

Unlefs he live unti-l he be a man: 
RaJ!. Sweet doCtor, you fhall be my bedfellow; 

When I am abfent, then lie with my wife. 
Ant. Sweet lady. you have given me life, and living j 

For here I read for cettain, that my {hips 
Are fafely come to road. 

P~r. How now. Lorenzo? 
My clerk hath fome good comfor~s too for fou. 

Ner: Ay. and I'll give them him without a fee.­
There 
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Thert\od.Q.I tive to you, and ]effict., 
From ~e nch ]ew~ a fpecial det:d of gift, 
After liia ;eath, of all he dies polfefs'd of. 

Lor. Flir ladies, you drop manna in the way 
Of ftarved people. 

Por. It is almoft mornmg, 
And yet, I am Cure, you are not Catisfy'd 
Of thefe event'S at full: Let us go in. ; 
And charge us there upon intergatories, 
And we will anfwer all things faithfully. 

Gra. Let it be fa: The iirft inter,gatory. 
That my Nerilfa thall be fWOfn on, IS, 

Whether J:ill the next night lbe had r~er flay; 
Or go to bed now, being two hOJ1l"s to day: 
But were the day come, I ihould willi it dark, 
That I were couching with the dattor's clerk. 
~, while 1 live, I'll fear no other thing 
So fore, a, keeping fafe Nerilfa's ring p. [Exeltl1t. 

9 It has been lately di(co,~, that this fable it laken from a ftory 
in the Puorone ef Ser Gi'OQnni Fiorentino, a nove.lift, who wrote ill 
1178. [The lirll novel ()ithe fourth day. ] The /lory has been publilh­
cd in Englilh, and I have epitomized the tranllation. The tranllator 
is of opinion, th.t the clwiee o~ the caikeu is florrowed from a tale of 
E o""" " l,h., fir{\: 'lIio'Id'<lf tM t~1\th c! ... ~,) ",hi<.h I ba.v~ like'llife 
" bri<!tlcd, though 1 bel~ that Shakfpea" mull have had fame other 
novel in view". JOK~'ON. 

T HERE lived at Florence, a merchant whofe name was Bindo. He 
was rich, and .had three {ons . Being near his end, he called fo~ 

the two eJdeft, and'teft them heir,: to the younge/t he !'eft nothing. 
This youngeR, who'" mme was Giannetto, went 110 his {ather, ami 
faid. what hauny father daDe? The rather replied, Dear Giannetto. 
there i. Ilone to "'hoon I wia. better than to you. Go to Venice to 
your godfather, whofe name is Anfaldo; he haa no child, and haa 
wrote to me often tQ;(tnd you thither to him. He is the ric:hejl, mer­
chant amongft the Chrlftians: if YOIl behave well, you will be certain­
ly a rich man. The fan ~nfwered, I am ready to do whatever my dear 
father 1I1all CQmffiilJld: upon whi5h he gave him his benedialon, and 
in a few days died. 

Gianetto went to Allfaldo, and prefented the letter given by the fa­
thcr before his death. An'aldo reading the letter, criec! out, My drareft 

• See Dr. Farme,'. note tt the beginning of th .. ploy . (rom wllich it 'p""""" 
IIliI Dr,JohnlOn Will n&h! IJl ,hi. coJlJetlur.. M.-.1.0N E. 

H ~ godfon 
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go¥on is welco~e to my arms. He t ,"n <liked news of his (ather. 
Giannetto replied, He is dead. I am much gric'ed, replie!lto-.'tnfaldo, 
to hear of the death of Bindo; but the joy I feel, in (ceillg Y9Ilt'miti­
gates my forrow. He conduCted him to his haufe, and PVII arder. to 
hi. (enants, that Giannetto /houJd be obeyed, and (ervd~with more 
attention than had been ~aid to himliM. lie then deli~ed him the 
key. of his ready money; and tuld him, S&n, fpend d)it money, keep 
a table, and make yourfelf known: remember, that the more yougaill 
the good wlll of every body, the more you will be dea.r to me. 

Giannetto now be~an to give entertainments. Hewas more obedient 
and courteous to Anfaldo, than if he had been an hundred times his 
father. Every body in Venice was fond of him. Anfaldo could think 
of nothing but him; fa much was he plcafed wi~h his good manners 
and behaviour. 

It happened, that two of his ml'il intimate a.equaintance deligned to 
go with two /hips to Alexandria, .nd told Giasthetto, he wl)uld do well 
to take. voyage and fee the world. I would g0 willingly, faid he, if 
my father Anf.ldo will give leave. His companio"}; go to Anfaldo, and 
\leg his permiffion for Giannetto to go in the (pring with them to Alu­
andria; and delire him to provide him a /hip. Anf.ldo immediatel" 
procured a very fine /hi'P, loaded it with merchandi.e, adorned ir .... Jth 
.lireamers, and furl'li/hed it with arms; .lnd, at foon al it was ready, he 
gave Grders to the captain and failors to do every thin1!; that Giannetto 
commanded. It happened one morning early, that Giannetto (aw a 
gulp!-, with a fine port, and a/ked the captain how the fa'! was called. 
He replied, That place belongs to a widow lady, who ha, ruined many 
gentlemen. In what manner? fays Giannetto. He aI'fwered, This 
lady lS a hne and beautiful Woman, and has mad~ • I>v" that who. 
ever arrives here is obliged to go to bed wjth her. and if I.e can have 
the enjoyment of her, he mul!: take h~r for his wife, and k lord of all 
the country; but if he cannot enjoy her, he lofe. every thing he hai 
brought with him. Giannetto, after a little fefiecrion, telll the cap­
Wn to get into the port. He was obeyed; and in an infrant ,bey flide 
into the port fo eafily that the other /hips perceived nothing. 

The lady w.lsfoGn informed of it, and fent for Giannetto, who wait .. 
cd on her immediately. She, taking him by the hand, .lked him, who 
he was? whence he came? and if he knew the cul!:om of the country? 
He anfwered, That the knowledge of that cufrom waS hls only reafon 
for coming. The lady paid him /:reat honouls, and fent for barons, 
counts, and knights in great numbeto, who were her fubjetts, to k~ep 
Giannetto company. Thefe nobles were highly delighted with the goo" 
breeding and manners of Giannetto; and all would have rejoiced (0 

have him for their IOld. 
The night being come, the lady (aid, it feena to be time to go t() 

bed. Giannetto told the lady, he Was eptirely tlevoted to her [ervice; 
and immediately two damtch enter with wine and fwectmeats. The 
lady intreats him to taflc tbe wine: he takes tho !weetmeats, and 
drinlu fame of the wine, which w.s prepared with ingredients to caufe 

fleep. 
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lIeep. He then goc5 into the bed, where he inftanrl, f.lls a!leep, and 
never wt.kes till late in the morn!.,!!, but the lady me. with the fun, and 
gave ordclS to unload the ve«el, w~ich the foond full of rich merch.m~ 
dize. After nine o'clock the women .ants go to the bed-fIde, Older 
Ciannetto to rife and be gone, for he h~ 10ft the /hip. The 11dy gave 
him a horfe aad money, and he leaves the place very melancholy, .ud 
goc; to Venice. When he arrives, he dares not return home for !hame; 
bett at night goe&,to the houf" of a friend, who is furprifed to fee hill), 
and inquires of him the caufe of his return: He anfwers, his lhlp haoi 
ibuck on a rock m the nigh~and was broke in piecs. \ 

Thl. friend, go1ng one day to make f.. vifit to Anfaldo, found him 
very difconfolate. I i~ar. fays AIl(alc:lo, fo much, that this (on of mine 
is dead, that I have no l'et\. His frien<i told him, that he had been 
!h'pwreck'd, and had loft hla ail, but that he himfeJfwas fafe. Anfaldo 
inltantiy gets up, and ~ns to find ~m. My dear (on, (aid he, you 
reed not fear my difpleafure; it is a common accident; trouble yoqt­
fdf no furth!r. He takes him home, JIl tile way telling him to be 
Lhearful and eJfy. • 
, The news was foon known all over Venice, and <!Ivery one was con. 
~ned for Giannetto. Some time after, his companions arrivitlg from 
A1i!:..w:dria very rich, delJilanded what was become of their friend, and 
havwg heard the frary, ran to fee him, and rejoiced with him for bia 
hfcty; tdling him that next (pring he might gain as much as he had 
loft the laft. But GianneltO had no other thoughts than of his return 
to the lady; and w., rerolge~ to tnarry her, or die. Anfaldo told him 
frequently, not to be taft down. G)annetto faid, he !hould never be 
happy, till he was at liberty to makq, another 'Voyage. Anfaldo provided 
anolher Jhip of more value than the tirft. H~ again entered the port of 
Belmonte, and the lady lnok.lns on the i'lrt (tom her be<l-chamber, and 
feeing the !hip, a!ked her m.i,;J, 'jf the knew the ftrcamers; the maid 
{aid, rt was the Jhip of the young man who arrived the jail year. YOlI 
are in the right, anfwefcrd rhe lady; he mult (urely have a great regard 
for me, for "ever anyone came a fecolld time: the maid [lid, ihe h..d 
never feen a more agreeable man. He went to the caitle, and prefented 
himf,-If to the lady; who, as foon as !he Caw him, embraced h,m, and 
the day waS palled in joy and revels. Bed-time being come, the 1ai1)' 
entreated him to go to relt: when they were feated in the chamber, t~ 
two cI .. mfeh ent~r with wine and fweet_muts; and having eat and 
drank of them, they go to bed. ana immediately Giannetto falls .!Ieep; 
the laay undretred, and lay down by his tide; but he waked not the 
whole night. 1Il the morning, the lady rife., and gives orders to lhip 
the thip. He hJS a horfe ,And money given to him, and aWay he goes, 
and never flops till he gets to Venice; and at night goes to the fame 
friend, who with afroniJhment afk.ed him, what was the matter: 1 am 
undone, (ays Giannetto. His fiiend anfwered, You are the caufe of 
the ruin of AnfJldo) and your thame ought to be ilreater than the lof, 
}Ow have fulrered. Giannetto lived private!, many daYi. At l&fr he 

tf)ok 
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took the: refolution of feeing Anfaldo; who rofe from his chair, and 
running to embr2ce him, told him he was welcome: Giannetto with 
tears returned his embraces. Anfaldo heard his tale: Do not grieve. 
my dear fon, fays ht, w.e have ftill enough; the fea enriches [orne 
men, others it ruins. 

POM Giannetto's head was day and night full of the thoughts of his 1 

bad {uccers. When Aufaldo enquired what. was the matter, he COil­

(died. he could never ~e contented till he 'fhould be in a condition to 
regain all that he loft. When Anfaldo found him refolved, he began to 
Cdl every thiDg he had, to furnilh this other fine lhip with merchan­
dize : hut,., he wallted fti ll ten thoufand ducats, he applied himfelf to 
a Jew at Mefhi, and borrowed them on condition, that if they were not 
Jlaid un the fcall of St. J ohn in the next !':lonth of June, that the Je .... 
might take a pound of flefh from any part of his body he pleafed . An­
{~ldo agreed, and the Jew had an Sbhgation drawn, and witnefled, with 
all the form and ceremony nece/lary; and the.'} count«! him the ten 
tboufand ducats of gold, with which Anfaldo bought what Was ftill 
wanting for the vdTc.l. This laft ~ip was finer and better freigh~ed 
than the other two; and his companions made ready for their voyage,· 
with a delign thtlt whatever they gained /hould oe for their f~' .... , 
When it was time to depart, Anfaldo told Giannetto, that Jince he well 
knew the obl igation t o the Jew, he entreated, that if any misfortune 
happened, he would return to Venice, that he might fee nim before I\C 
died; and then he could leave the world with fatisf.bio n : Giannetto 
promifed to do every thing that he conceived might give him ple.fure. 
Anfaldo gBve him his blefling, they took their leave, ar:d the lhips rct 
Clut. 

Giannetto Iud nothing in his head but to fteal into Belmonte; and 
he prevailed wi th one of the failors in the night to fail the ,·.iT'd into 
the port. it w •• told the lady, that Giannetto was arrived if. port. 
She fa'll from the window the velfel, and immediately rent for him. 

Giannetto goes to the caftle, the day is fpent in joy and fea/Hog j and 
to honour him, a tow:~ment is ordered, and many barons anG knight$ 
tilted that day. Giannetto did wonders, fo well did he underftand the 
lance, 2nd was fa graceful a figure on horfe_back: he pleafed fo much, 
u,at all were delirous to have him for their lord. 

The lad) , when it w.s the ufual time, catching him by the han d~ 
be~god him to tak.e his reft. When he paCfed the door of the chamber, 
Clne of the damfds in a whifper faid to him, Make a pretence to drink 
the liquor, but touch not one drop. The lady faid, I know you muf, be 
th~fty, I mull: have you drink before you go to bed: immediately t NO 

damfel. entered the room, and prefented the wine. Who can refufe 
wine from fuch beautiful hands? cries Giannetto: o,t which the ladv 
{miled. Giannetto takes the cup, and maki"g as if he drank, pou~~ 
t he wine iMo hi . bof~m. The lady thinking be had drank, fays afide 
to hcrfelf with great JOY , You mull: go, young man, and bring another 

/hip, 
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fbip, for this is tondemned. Gi~nnetto went to bed, and bogan to fnore 
as if he lIept foundly. The lady perceiving this, laid herfelf down bJ 
s is lide. Giannetto lofes no time, but turning tn the lady, crnbrac 
her, fayi ng, Now am I in pofleffion of my utmoll: wilbes. When Gi_ 
annetto came out of his chamber, he was knighted, and placed in the 
chair of ftate, bad the fceptre put into hi. hand, and was proclaimed 

• (overeign of the country, wit~ grett pomp and fplendour; and whell 
the lords and ladies were come to the taftle he m3rried tbe lady in ireat 
ceremony. 

Giannetto governed excellently, and caufedjuftice to. be adminiftered 
impartially. He continued fome time in hi. happy ft.te, and never w­
tertained a thought of poor Anfaldc , who had given his bond to the Jew 
for ten thoufand ducats. But one day, u he Jl:ood at the window of 
the palace with his bride, he faw a number of people pars along the 
piazza, with lighted torches in theil)bands. What is the meaning 
of this? fays e. The lady anfweted, They are artlfice(s, ,oing to 
make their offerings at the church of St. fohn, this day being his fefli­
va!. Giannetto inftantly recolleCted Anraldo, gave a srelt 1igh, ancl 
t~ rr.ed pale. His lady enquired tbe caufe of. his (uddea change. I::le 

' 4 he felt nothing. She continued to prefs with great earneil:nefs, 
till he ~s obliged to confefs the caufe of his unneall.lltfs , th~ Anfald() 
wa~ engaged for the money; that the term was expired j anll the grief 
be was in was left his father Ihould lofe bis life for him: that if the 
ten thoufand ducats were not paid tha tday,he mufiJofe a pound of hi. 
flelh. The lady told him to mount on horfe. back, and go by1and the 
neareft way, to take fame attendants, and an hundYed thourand ducats ; 
and not flop till he arrived at Venice ; and if he was not dead, tC7 en­
deavour to bring Anfaldo to her. G iannetto tlkes horfe \~ith twenty 
attenda,.ts, and m.kes the beft of his way to Venice. 

The rjme being expired, the Jew had feized Anfaldo, aDd i}l1lfted QIl 

having a pound of bis flelh. He entreated him only to ;wait fame days. 
that if his dear Giannetto arrived, he might hl"e tbe pleafure (If eJ!!­
bracing him: the J ew replied he was willinS to wai t; but; fay .. be, I 
will cut off' the poulld of lielb, according to the words of the obligation. 
Anfaldo ~nfwered, that he was content . 

Several merchants would have jointly paid the money; the Jew 
wou ld not hearken to the propofal, but jnJifted that he migh~ luve the 
(atisfaCti on offaying, that he had put to death the greatell: afche eh;;. • 
fria" merchants. Giannetto making all poffible hafte to Venice~ hi, 
lady foon. fo llowed him in a lawyer'S habit, with two fervants attending 
her. Giannetto, when he came to Venice, goes to the Jew, and (af~r 
embracing Anfaldo) tells him, he is ready to pay the money, and as 
mucb more as be Ihould "emand. The Jew faid, he would take no 
money, fince it was not pa',d at the time due ; but that he would have 
lhe pound of fielh . Everyone blamed the Jew; but as Venice was a 
place where jull:ice wa II:riaty adminiltered, and the Jew had his pre_ 
teniions ,rounded on,ublick and received forms, their only rc{ource was 

entreaty; 
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entreaty; and when the merchants of Venice applied to him, he wat 
inflexible. G i,nnetto offered him twenty thourand, then thirty thou­
Und, afterwards forty, fifty, and at lal't an hundred thoufand ducats. 
The Jew told him, if he would give him as much gold ~s Venice \V~s 
worth, he would not acce pt it; . nd fays he, you kllow lIttle of me, If 
you think I will de!i!t from my demand. 

The lady now arrives at V enice, in her lawyer's drefs; and alight­
ing at an inn, the landlord alks of one of the fervlfhts, who his maner 
was: The fervant anfwered, that he was a young la",yer wha had 
finilbed hi; (ludie. at BOlogna. The landlord UpOl' this Ihews hi. guea: 
great civility: and when he attended at dinner, the lawyer enquirin!; 
how juftice was adminiftered in that city, he anfwered, jull:ice in this 
place is too fevere; and related tile cafe of A nfaldo. Says the lawyer. 
this quetl.ion may be ealily anfwered. I ,' you can anfwer it, fays the 
landlord, and fave this worthy Ilijl!! from death, you will get the love 
and efteem of all the beft men of this city. The lawyer caufed 3 pro­
damation to be made, that whoever had any law matters' to determine, 
they filOuld have recoude to him: (0 it was told to Giannetto, th at a 
famous lawyer wa, come from Bologna, who cou ld decide all cafe. in 
law. Giannetto propofed to the Jew to apply t c this lawyer. Wit' . 
all my heart, fays the Jew; but let who will come, I "ill ftick· .J '';'y 
bond . They c:>:no to this judge, and faluted him. G iannetto did .' :u< 
remember him: for he had difguifed his face with the juice of certain 
llerbs. Giannetto, and the J ew, each told the meri ts Jf the caufe to 
the judge; who, when he had taken the bond and reld it, faid to the 
Jew, I muft have you take the hundred thoufand durats, and releafc 
this honelt man, who will always have a grateful fenle of the favo"r 
dOlle to him. The Jew replied, I will do no fil ch rhing. The j udge 
anfwered, it will be better for you. Tile Jew was potiti .. e to yield 
nothing. Upon this they go to the tribunal appOinted ior (uch judg­
ments: and our judge fays to the Jew, Do you cut a poun~ of this 
man', lIelh where you chufe. The Jew ordered him to b~ ftripped 
Jl aked; and takes in his hand a razor, which had been made on pur­
p()fc. Giannetto feeing this, turning to the judge. tbis, fayo he, is not 
the favou r I a(ked of you. Be quiet, fays he, the pound of flelh is not 
yet cut off: A s foon as the Jew was going to begin, Take Care wh.'t 
you do, fa}'s thcj udge, if you take more or IcCs than a pound, I will order 
your he.d to be ihuck off: and belide, if you fi,ed one drop of blood, 
you Ola1\ be put to death. Your paper makes no mention of the fued­
ding of blood; but fays exprefiy, that you m ay take a pound of flelh, 
neither more nor lefs. He immediately fent for t he executioner to hring 
the block and ax; and now, fays he, if I fee one drop of blood, oil" goes 
your head. At length the Jew, after much wrangling, told him, Give 
nle the hundred thoufand ducats, and I am ~Clttent. No, fays ~.he 
judge, cut olr your pound of IIclh according to your bond: why did not 
you t ake the monty when it was offered? The J ew came down t() nint.­
ty, and then to eighty thoufand: but the j udge was fiill refolu te. 

Giannetto 
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Giannetto told the judge to give what he required, that AnfaJdo might 
have his liberty: but he replied, let me manage him. Then the Jew 
would have taken fifty thoufand : he faid, I will oot give you a penny. 
Give me atleaft, fays the Jew, my own ten thoufaod ducats, and a curfe 
confound you all. The judge repliCII, I will give you nothing: if you 
will have the pound of lIe/h, take it; if not, I will order your bond to 

• be protefted and annulled. Thp, lew feeing he could gain nothing, tore 
ill pieces the bood in a great rage. AIlfaldo WaS releafed, aod condud­
ed home with great joy by Giannetto, who carried the hundred thou­
fand ducats to the inn to the lawyer. The lawyer faid, 1 do not want 
money; carry it back to yourladr, that £he may not fay, that you have 
fqulnde rcd it away idly. Says GiallJletto, my lady is fo kind, that I 
might fpend four times as much withoullncurring her difpleafure. How 
are you pleafed with the lady? fays the lawyer. I love her better than 
l ny earth l)' thing, anfwers Giannetto" nature feems to have done her 
wmoft in forming her. ]f you will come and fee her, you will be fur­
orifed at the ~onours /he will /hew you. I cannot go with you, fays 
the lawytr; but lince you fpeak fo much good of her, 1 mult delire YOll 

to prefent my refpects to her. I will not fail, GIannetto anfwered ; 
;:.:! now, let me entrtat you to accept of fome of the money. While 
h. , • .:l fpeaking, the lawyer obferved a ring on his finger, :1Jld faid, jf 
) v" will gi ve me this ring, I /hall fe~k no other reward. Willingly, faY$ 
Giannttto; but as it i. a ring given me by my lady, to wear for hec 
fake, J have fome reluctance to part with it, and /he, not feeing it on 
my finger, will believe, that I have given it to a woman. Says the law­
yer, /he efte<ms you fufficiently to credit what you tell her, and you may 
(ay ;rou made a prefent of it to me; but J rather think you want to 
gil'e it to (orne former miftrefs here in Venice. So great, fays qian­
netto, ir the love and reverence I bear to her, that 1 would not change 
her for any woman in the world. After this he takes the ring from his 
finger,·and prefents it to him. I have frill :lfovour to aJk, fan the 
lawyer. It ihaU be granted, fays Giannetto. It i., replied h~. that 
you do not ft ay any time here, but go as foon as poffible to your lady. 
1t appears to me a thoufand years till I fee her, anfwered Giannetto: 
and immediately they take Jeave of each other. The lawyer embarkea, 
and left Venice. Giannetto took leave of hi. Venetian friends, and 
carried AIlfaldo with hi m, and fome of hi. old acquaintance accompanied 
them. The Jady arrives fome days before; and having re(umed her 
female habit, pretended to have {pent the time at the baths ; and now 
gave order to have the ftreets lined with tapettry: and when Giannetto 
and Anf..ldo were landed, all the court went out to meet them. When 
thoy arrived at the palace, the lady ran to embrace Anfaldo, but feigned 
anger againft G ianneteo, though /he loved him exccffively: yet the feaft­
ings, tilts, ond diverfions weilt on as ufual, ot which all the lords and 
ladies were pre(ellt. Giannetto feeing that his wife did not receive him 
with her accuftomed good countenance, called her, and woul. have fa­
luted her. She told him, /he wanted none ot his carencs: 1 am fure. 

fays 
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fays /he, you have 'been lavi/h of them :0 (orne of your former l1Iilhelre, 
Giannetto began to make excufes. Sl:e alked him, where was the rin, 
DIe had giqen him: It is no more thall what I expected , cries Gian: 
netto, and J was in the right to fay you would be angry with me; but, 
I fwear, by all that i,. facred, and by your dear felf, that J gave the 
ring to the l.w~r who gained our cau.fe. And I can fwear, fays the 
lady, with as much folemnity, that ycu gave the ring to a woman: 
therefore (wear nO more. Giannetto rrotell:ed that what he had toid 
her was true, and that he faid all this to the lawyer, when he a/ked for 
the ring. The lady repl ied, you would r.ave dOlle much better to {by 
at Venice with your mill:re!les, for J fear they all wept when you came 
away. Giannetto's tears betan to fail, and in great forrow he a!lured 
her, that what /he fuppofed (.opld not be true. The lady feeing his 
tears, which were daggers in ner bofom, ran to embrace hiro, and in a 
fit of laughter /hewed the ring, and told him, that Ole was herfelf the 
1.'''yer, and how /he obtained tilerrin/:. Giannetto was greatly all:oJli/h­
ed, finding it all true, and told the ftory to the nobles an~ to his com­
,panions; and this heightened greatly the love between him and his lady. 
He then called the damfel who had given him the good advice i" the 
~ening not to drink the liquor, and gave her to Anfaldo for a wife ~ 
and they fpen t the reft of their lives in g~t felicity and C<4I:'7.;C. 
ment., 

Ruggieri de Figiovanni·took a refoJution of going, for fome time, t" 
the court of Alfonfo king of Spain. He was g-<adouJly received, 

2nd living there forne time in great magnificence, an,i giving remark­
able proofs of his courage, was greatly elleemed. Having frequen t op­
port~nities of examining minutely the behaviour of the king, he ob­
(~rved, that he gave, ashe thought, witr li~tle difcernmen t, t aftlcs, and 
baronies, to fuch who were unworthy of his favours; and to himfelf" 
who might pretend to be offom~ eftimatioJl, he gave nothing: he! there­
fore thought the fitteft thing to be done. Yias [0 demand leave of the king 
to return home. 

His requell was granted, and the king prefented him with one of the 
moll: beautiful and excellent mules, that had ever been mounted. One 
of the king's tr)lfty itrvants was commanded to accompany Ruggieri, 
and riding aJotls with him, to pick up, and recollect every word he faid 
of the king, and then mention that it w;J,S tbe order of his fovereign, 
that he /hould go back to him. The man watching the opportunity, 
joined R uggieri when he fet out, faid he was going towards Italy, and 

.~ w6uld be glad to ride in company with him. Ruggieri jogging on with 
hil mule, and talking of one thing or other, it being near nine o'clock, 
told his companion, that they would do well to put up their mules a 
little; and as (OOD as they entered the frable, e~eQ' ileaft, except his, le­
,an to Ihle. Ridi ng on further, they came to a river, and watering tf.e 
beaft.s, his mule {bJed in the river: you untoward beaft, fays he, YOIl 

JIe like .you. maftcr, who gave you to m~. Tile femmt remembered 
thi, 

• 
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this txpreffion, ann many others as they rode on all day tcgether; but 
he heard not a fingle word drop from him, but what was in praife of the 
king. The next morning Ruggieri Wa' told the order of the king, and 
in(hntly turned back. When the king had heard what he had f4id of 
the mule, he commanded him into his prefene., and with" f:nile, .£ked 
him, for whatreafon he had compared the mule to hjm. Ruggi"ri an_ 
fwered, My reafon i. plain, you give where you ought npt to give, and 

, wbere you ought to give, you give nothing; in the fame manlier the 
mule would not ftale where !he ough t, and where !he ought not, there 
!he ftaled. The king (aid upon this, If I have not rewarded you as I 
have many, do not entertain a thought that I was lnfenfible to your 
great merit ; it is Fortune who hindered me ; !he is to blame, and not 
1; and I will lbew you manifeftl y that I fpeak truth. My difcontent. 
fir, proceeds not, anfwered Ruggieri, from a defire of being enriched, but 
from your not having given the fmalleft teUimony to my deferts in your 
fervice: nevcrthelefs your excufe i. v, lid, and I am ready to fec the 
vonf you meq,eion, though I can calily believe you ",ithout it. The 
king condu8eCl him to a hall, where he had already commanded two 
brge ca£kets, £hut clofe, to be placed' and before a large company told 
R '.Iggieri, that in one of them was contained hi' crown, [cepter, and all 
.:"..:,. iewels, and that the other was full of earth: choofe which ~f them 
you I;:'·" beft, and tben you will fee that it is not I, but your fOrtune 
,;,~1 has been ungrateful. Ruggieri chofe one. It waS found to be the 
calket full of eartb. Theking faid to him with a fmile, Now you rna, 
fec Ruggieri, that what I told you offortune is true; but for your fake. 
I will oppofe her with all my ftrength. You have no intention, I am 
certain, to li ve in Spain, therefore I will oHer you' no preferment here; 
but that ca£ket wbi.ch fortune denied you, 1haU be yours in defpite of 
Itu: carry it with you into your own country, (hew it to your friends, 
aud ncighbnurs, as my gift to you j and you have my permilfion to boill. 
that it ~ a reward of your virtues. 

Of The MUCUANT of V~~ICl: . the ftyle is even and u fy, with 
fow peculiarities of di8ion, or anomalies of conftruClioll. The cornick 
part rai fes laughter, and the ferious fixes expe8ation. The probability 
of either One or the other ftory r.annot be mainrr.ined. The union of 
two a8ions in one event i. in t"is drama eminently ha ppy. Dryden 
was much p!eafed with his own addrefs in connet:iing the two plots of 
his Spanijh Friar, which yet, 1 believe, the critlck will find excelle' 
by tliis play. J OHN SON. 

Cregorio Leti, in his Lift of Si"tu! Y. tranl1ated by Ellis Farne­
Worth, J745, has likewife this kind of ftory. 

" It was currently reported in Rome that Drake had taken and plun­
dered S. Domingoe in Hifp.niola, and carried ofr an immenfe booty: 
this account came in a private letter to Paul Stecbi, a very confiderable 
merchant in the city, who had large concerns in thofe parts which he 
had infured. Upon the receiving this news he fent for the infurer 
~amfon Ceneda, a Jew, and acquainted him w:'h it. The Jew, whofe 
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intercll: it was to have fuch a report thuught falfe, gave many teafon. 
why it could not pollibly be true j and at tall: worked himfelf up int" 
fuch a paJlion, that he faid, "I'll lay you a pound of my lIe/h it is a 
lie." 

Secchi, who was of a fiery hot tcmper, replied," If you like it, I'll 
lay you a thoufand crowns agoinll: a pOlmd of your tle/h that it is true." 
The Jew accepted the wager, and artkes were immediately executed 
between them, the fub!bnce of which was, " That if Seechi wo", he 
1hould himfelf cut the lIe/h with a /harp knife from whatever part of the 
jew's body he pleafed." Unfortunately for the Jew, the truth of the 
account was foon after confirmed, by other odvkes from the Wel!:-Indies, 
which threw him almoil: into dil!:raaion; cfpeciaUy when he was in_ 
formed that Secchi had fol emnly fworn he would compel him to the 
exaa literal performnnce of his contraa, and Was determi ned to cut a 
pound of tlelh from tbat part of bis body whieh it is not necelfary to 
mention. Upon tbi s he went to {he Ilovernor "f Rome, and begged he 
would interpofe in the afr.ir, and ufe his authority to preW'.il with See­
cbi to accept of a thoufand pij!"les as an equivalqnt for the pound of 
Ilc/h: but the governor not daring to take upon him to determine a cafe 
of fa uncommon a naxure, made a report of it to the pope, who fent tor .. r 
them both, and having heard the artides read, and infcrmcd hi..r.*~ .· 
perfealy of the who!e afrair from their own mou:h., faid, " Whf,n 
contraaS are made, it is juft tbey ihould be fulfilled, as We intend this 
1h~11. Take a knife, therefore, Secchi, and cut a pound of lIe/h from 
any part you pleafe of the jew's body. We would advife you, how­
ever, to be ~ery careful; for if you cut but a fcruple or grain mNe or 
lef. than your due, you /hall certainly be hanged. Go, . nd bring hither 
a knife, and a pair of fcales, and let it be done in our ."efence." 

The merchant at thefe words began to tremble lIke an afpi ll -kaf, 
and throwing himfelf at his holinefs's feet, with tears in his eyes pro­
tefted, " It was far from his thoughts to inlil!: upon the perfo~:nance 
of the contraa." And beinli .!ked by the pope what he demanded; 
anfwered, " Nothing, holy father, but your benediaion, aDd that the 
artides may be torn in pieces." Then turning to the Jew, he .!ked 
him, " What he had to fay, and whether he was content. " The rew 
anfwored, "That he thought himfelf extremely happy to come off' at 
(0 eafy a rate, and that he was perfealy content." "But we are not 
cmntent," replied Sixtus, " nOr is there futlicient fatisfaaion made t. 
our laws. We defire to know what authority you have to lay futh 
wagers? The fubjea. of princes are the property of the ftate, and have 
no right to difpofe of their bodies, nor any part of them, withou~ the 
expref. confent of their fovereigns." 

They were both immediate4J"ent to prifon. and the governor order­
ed to proceed againl!: them with the. utmol!: feverity of the law, that 
others might be deterred by their example fro!11 laying any more fuw 
wagers.-[The governor interceding for dlem, and propoling a fine or' 
a thou[and crowns each, Sixtus or;\tred him to \:onde.mn them both to 
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~et.th, the lew for felling his life, by confenting to have a pounJof R.elb 
Cllt from his body, which he faid was direct (ui,ide, and the merchant 
for premeditated murder, in making a contract with the other that he 
knew mult be the occalion of his death. J 

As Secchi was of a very good family, having many great [ri~"d. and 
relations, and tbe Jew one of the moft leading ",en in the fynagogut, 
they both had recourfe to petitions. Strong application was made to 

,cardinal Montalto, to intercede with his holinefs at leaft to fpare their 
. lives. Sixtlls, who did noc really de/ign to put them to death, but to 

deter others from fuch practices, at laft confented to change the fen. 
tence into that of the galleys) with liberty to buy olfthat too, by paying 
each of them two thoufand crowns, to he applied to the ufe of the hof. 
pital which he had lately founded, before they were releafed. 

Life of Sixtus V. Fol. B.vii. P.293, &c. ST);!:VUIS. 
Of the incident of the hond no En&li/h origloal has bitherto been 

pointed out. I find, bowever, the following in tho Orator: bandli1lg 
a hundrfd fMJ/II'oll Difrollrfes, ill form.f DUUIIf/olions : fome .f th • .dr­
luments bling drawn, from 7ItllJ Li'U;1I1 ."d other ",,(it,1I Writers, the 
ro/i oj the Author's ""vn Invention: Port of whi&h are of Molttfs bap-
1>rMd in cur Agt._Writ"n in-Fr<" ,b by AltJt."atr SiICloJ'" end Eng-
1tJ'. ·-/ h L. P, [Lazarus Pilot) ".ndon, printed by Adam/flip, 1596. 
- (;rna book i. Mt mentioned by Ames,) See p. 40X. • 

DECLAMATION 95. 
« Of" 7 .. 0, who would for his debt ha"', a pound of tbl jleJb of 

a Cbrijlian, 
" A Jew, unto whom a Chriftian merchant ought nine hundred 

uowne., ",o'Qld h""t {'Qmmo"td him fl>l ~ {"me in 1'Qlll.it: , the mel­
chant, becaufe be would not be dir~redited, projTIifed to pay the faid 
{umme within the tearme of tbree montla, and if he paid it not, he 
'fas bOlOlld to give him a PQund of the /leth of his bodie. The tearme 
being palt Come fjfteene ciaie., tbe Jew refufed to t.ke his money, 
and demaunaed the pound of /leth: me ordinarie judge of that p'"c 
appointe<l him to cut a ju!l: pound of the Chriftian's /leOI, and if he cut 
either more or le!re, then his own bead {hould be fmittcn off: the Jew 
appealed from this fentenee, unto the chiefe judge, faying: 

" Impoffible is it to break. the credit of traffick.e amongll: men with. 
out great detriment to the commonwealth: wherefore no man ousht 
to bind himfelfe unto Cucll covenants which hee cannot or will not ac­
complilh, for by that means /hould no man feare to be deceived, and 
credit being maintained, evory man migat be a!rured 'If hi. owne; but 
linee deceit hath taken place, never wonder if obligations are ma~e more 
rigorous and ftrict then they were wont, feeing ~hat although the bonds 
are made never fo ftrong, yet can DC! man be.very ~ertaine thH he thaU 
not be a lofer. It feemetb at the tirft light that it is a thine no leCs 
ftra nge then cruel, to bind a man te pay a pound of the /leth of his bo­
.ie, for want of money: furcly, in that it il a tbinlnot IIfuall, it .p-
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penreth to be fomewhat the more admirable; but there are divers other, 
that are :nore cruell, which becaufe th ,:y .re in ufe fceme notbing ter­
rible at all: as to binde all the bodie unto a moillothfome prifon, or 
unto an intoller~ble flaverie, where not only the whole podie but alfo all 
the fencel and fpirit. are tormented; the which is commonly praaifed. 
not only betwixt lhofe which are either in fca or nation contrary, but 
alfo even amongfi thofe that are of one fea and nation; yea amongll Chri­
ilian. it hath been fcene that the fan hath imprifoned the fath .. for ') 
monie. Likewife in the Roman commonwealth, {a famous for lawes 
and armes, it was lawfu; for debt to imprifun, beat, and affiia with tor­
ments the free citizens: how manie of tbem (do you thinke) would 
llOve thought themfclvcs h'ppie, if for a fm all debt they might have 
been excufi:d with the paiment of a pounde of their flefu! Who ought 
then to maryile if a Jew re'luireth fa :"mall a thing of a Chriftian, to 
difcharge him of a good round {umme? A man may ar .. e, why I would 
not rather take lilver of this man~ thrn his fleO. : J might alleage many 
reafon!; for I might fay, that none but my felfe can tell what the breach 
of hi . promife hath coft me, and what I have thereby paied for want of 
money unto my creciitor~, of that which I have loll in my credit: for 
the miferie of thofe men which efteom their reputation, i. fo great, th~ 
oftentimes they had rather indure any thing fe~retl:c, then to hav~'r 
di fcredit blazed abroad, becaufe they would not b. ooth thamed ~nci 
harmed: neverthelefle, I doe freely confelfe, that I bad rather lofe a 
pound of my flelh then my credit thould be in any fort cracked: I might 
a!fo fay, th at I have need of this /leth to cure a friend of rnine of a certain 
maladie, which is otherwife incurable; or that I wou'd have it to ter­
rifie thereby the Chriftians for ever abuling the Jews once more here­
after: but J will onlie fay, that by his obligation he oweth it me. It 
i.lawfull to kill a fouldier if he come unto the warres but an houre tou 
Jate I and alfo to hang a theefe, though he Iteal never fa little : is it then 
fuch a great matter to caufe fuw aone to pay a pound of ri s tleli'., that 
hath broken his promife m3Jl.ie times, or that putteth anoU\er in danger 
to lofe both credit and reputation, yea and it may be life, and al for 
griefe? Were it not better for him to lofe that J demand, the,. his foule, 
;llreadie bCt1nd by his faith? Neither am J to take that which he oweth 
me, but he i. to deliver it to me: and efpeciallie becaufe no man know­
eth better than he where the fame may be fpared to the lealt hurt of his 
perfonj for I might take it in {uch place as hee might thereby happen 
to lofe his life: Whatte matter were it t~n if I thould cut off his privie 
members, fuppoling that the fame would alto~ethcr weigh a jult pound? 
or els his head, fuould I be fultered to cut it oft·, although it were with 
die danger of mine Own life? I believe, I fuould not; becaufe there were 
al little reafon therein, as- there could be in the amends whereunto r 
ihould be bound: or els if 'I would cut oft" his 00[<, his lips, his e.rs, 
and. pull out his eies, to make them altor.t~her a pound, fuould J ~e 
(,,/tcred ? furely I th ink not; becaufe tht obl igation dooth not [peeifie 
th.ilt 1 ol1ght either to choofe, cut, or takl the faille) bllt that he ollgp t 
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to give me a pound of his Relh. Of every thing that is folo\, he which 
celivereth the Came is to make waillht, and he which receiveth, taketh 
heed that it be juft: feeing then that neither the oblig,tion, cullom •• 
nor law doth bind mt ~o cut, or weigh, much Ielle IInto the abo,. men­
tioned Catis{acHon, 1 refuCe it all, and require that the (~me which i. 
Que lhouJd be delivered unto me." 

Tbe Cbrijlion'. Anf"W~". 
f1 It is 110 fttange matter to here thofe difpute of equitie which are 

themfclves molt unjuft i and fuch as have no faith at .11, defirous that 
others Ihould obferve the (arne inviolable; the which were yat the morc 
tolerable, if fuch men would be conCented with reafonable things, or 
at the le3ft not altogether unreafonable ~ but what reafon is there that 
one man Ihould unto his own prejudice deftre the hurt of another? as 
this Jew is content to lofe nine hundt/d crownes, to have .t pound of my 
Be!h ; wher"y is manifeftly reene the ancient and cruel hate which he 
beareth not only unto Cbri{ijans, but IInto III others which lire not of 
},is rea; yea, even unto the Turlces, who CJverkindly doe (II/ter (uch 
vermine to dwell amongft thorn ~ feeing that this prefumptuous wretch 
': : ••. not andy dOllbt, but appuJe froll) the judgement of a good and 
jult judge, and afterwards he would by (ophillicall rea(ons prove thaC 
his abhomination is equitie. Trulie 1 confelle tbat I have fuft"red lifteell 
daies of the tearme to paO,,; yet who can tell whether he or 1 is the 
caufe thereof? as for me, I thinke that by fecret means he hath caured 
the monic to Pc <lel ~i.ed, which flom fundry places ought to have come 
unt~ me before the rearm which I promifed unto him i otherwife, I 
wodd never have been (0 rath.as to bind myCelfe (0 ftridly: but although. 
he were not the caufe of the fault, is it tberefore faid, that he ought 
to be (0 impudent as to go about to prove it no ftrange matter that he 
Ihould.he willing to be P'lied with mans flea., which is a thing more 
natural for tigre., than men, tbe whiCh al(o was never heard un bllt 

\this divill in /hape of a man, feeing l1le oppreffed with neceffitie, pro­
pounded this curfed obligation unto me, Whereas he alleageth the Ro­
maines for an eKample i why doth he nC!t as well ~~ll on how for that 
cruel tie in affiiding debtors over grievouJly, the commonwealth was al. 
mo!!: overthrowne, and that lhortly after it was forbidden tu imprifoq 
men any mon: for debt? To breake promife is, when a man (weareta 
or promifetb a thing, the which he hath no delire to performe, which 
yet upon an extreame neceffitie is (omewhat excu(eable; a~ for me, I 
have promifed, and accompli/bed my promife, yet not fa (oon as I 
would ; and although J knew the danger wherein I was to fatisfie the 
crueltie of this mifchievous man with the price of my Relh and blood, 
yet did I not llie away, but fubmittedl'.'Y {elfe unto thedifcretion of the 
judge who hath juftly repreffed his beaillinefs. Wherein then have ~ 
(atisfi"-d my promire? is it in that 1 would not (like him) difobey the 
j udgemen t of the judge? Behold I will prefeot " part of my bodie unto 
l>im~ that he may paie himf~lfe, a,cording to the ~vl1tellta of thejudge-
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ment I where i. then my promife brokerl? But it is no maJ'\'aile if thl, 
tace be fa obtlinat and cruell againft us; for they do it offet purpore to • 
offend our God whom they have crucified: and wherefore? Becaufe he 
was holie, as he i. yet fa reputed of this worthy Turkith nation. But 
what th~l\ I fay? Their own Bi bl~ is fun of their rcbelLion againft God, 
againft their priefts, jud~e9, and leaders. What did noS the very patri~ 
archs themfdves, from whom they lu,-e their beginning? They fold 
their Lrother; and had It not been for one amongft them, they had 
lIaine 111m for "erie en vie. How many adult~rie. and abhomination. 
were committed amonglt them? How many murthets? A bfalom, did 
he not caufe his brother to be murthered? Did he not perfecute hi. 
father? It it not for their inlquitie that God hath difperfed them, with­
out leaving them one onlie foot of ground? If then, when they had 
newlie received their law from pod, when they (1111' his wonderoWl 
works with their eiel, and had yet their jooge. amonga- them, they 
were (0 wicked, what may one hope of them now, w~n they haVe! 
neither faith nor law, but their rapines an~ ufuries? lind that they be­
lieve they do a charitable worlw, when they do fome great wrong I1nt() 
one that is n~t a Jew? It may pleafe you then, molt righteous judge. 
to confider all thefe circumil:ances, having pittie of him who doth w~ 
{ubmit himfelfe unto your jult c1emencie: hopin, thereby to be <l.e­
livered from this monfter', Grucltie" FAun a. 

\ 



, 

. ' 

A S YOU .lI. IKE I T, ' . 

• 

, 



Perfons Reprefented. 

Duke, living in exile. 
Frederick. hrolher tlJ I he Duke, and uforper of hiJ dominion!. 
Amiens. l Lordi alttnding "pon the Duke ;,1 his hanifo­
Jaques, I menl. 
Le Beau, a (ollrlier attending upon Frederick; 
Charles, hil 'WreJller. 
Oliver, 1 
Jaques, Sons if Sir Rowland de Boys. 
Orlando, . 

DAda~, I Ser-vanls to om-cr. 
enrus, f 

Touchftone, a clown. 
Sir Oliver Mar-text" a 'l/irar. 

Corin, I Sh " d 
S I - ep er I. Y VlUS, 

William, a COUlltrJ fellow, in love w;(11 Audrey ~ 
A perfcn rtprifenting Hymen. 

Rofalind, daugbter to the h41lijbed Duke. 
Celia, daughter to Frederick. 
Phebe, a foephmlefs. 
Audrey, a (OU11try wench. 

Lordi heiongillg to the two Duktl; lagtJ./ortjlerl, al1l1 
other attendants. 

q'ht SeE N E lies, firfl, near Oliver's IlOJ!/e; after~ 
'Wa,-dl. partly in the Ufor;er'l court and part!! in the 
for£j1 of Arden. 

The lift of the perro~s being omitted in th~ old editions, was addc. 
by Mr. Rowe. JOIlIHO~. 




