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1. HE order and method, that have been ful-
lowed in the former part of thus Woik,
cannot be continued, without the greateft incon-
veniences, in this Fourth Book, which relates to
the modern hiftory of the church. From the com-
mencement of the fixteenth century, the face of
religion was remarkably changed; the divifions,
that had formerly perplexed the church, increafed
confiderably ; and the Chrithian focieties, that re-
linquifhed the eftablithed forms of divine worthip,
and ercéted themfelves into feparate affemblics,
upon principles different from thofe of the Roman
hierarchy, muleiplied from day to dav. This
circumftance renders it impoffible to prefent in
one conneéted feries, or, as 1t were, in one con-
tinued tablature, the events, viciffitudes, and
revolutions, that happened in the church, divided
its members, and enfcebled the dominion of its
tyrants. From the period on which we now enter,
the bond of union among Chriftians, that had
been formed by a blind obedience to the Roman
ontifs, was everywhere either diffolved, or, at
Fea&, relaxed ; and confequently this period of
our hiftory muft be divided into 2 multitude of
branches, 1nto as many parts, as there werg fa-
mous fe&s that arofe in this century.

II. It is however proper to obferve here, that
many of the events, which diftingmih this cen-
tury, had a manifeft relation ® the church in
general, and not to anlyav Chriftian fociety in plar_
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ticular, And as thefe events deferve to be men-
tioned feparately, on account of their remarkable
tendency to throw a light upon ghe,ftate of Chrift-
ianity in genefl,zas well as upondhe hiftory of
each parriculte @hriftian fociery, we thall there-
fore divide this Faurth Book into two main and
principal parts, of which the one fhall contain the
General, and the other the Parricular Hiftory of the
Chriftian Religion.

111. To the General Hiftory belong all thofe
events which relate to the ftate of Chiiftianity,
confidered in itlelf and in its utmoft extent, to the
Chriftian church viewed in the general, and ab-
ftratted from the miferable and multiplied divi-
fions into which it was rent by the paffions of men.
Under this head we fhall take notice of the ad-
vancement and progrefs of Chriftianity in general,
without any regard to the particular fects that
were thus inftrumental in promoting its interefts ;
nor thall we omit the confideration of certain doc-
trines, rites, and inftitutions, which appeared
worthy of admiffion to all, or, at lea®t, ta the
greateft part of the Chriftian fets, and which
confequently produced everywhere changes and
improvements of more or lefs importance.

IV. In the Particular Hiftory of this century,
we propofe pafling in review, in their proper
order, the various feds into which the Chriftian
church was divided. This part of our work, for
the fake of method and precifion, we fhall fub-
divide into two. In the fiz## we fhall comprehend
what relates to the more ancient Chriftian fe&s,
both in the eaftern and weftern hemifpheres;
while the fecond fhall be confined to the hiftory of
thofe more modern focieties, the date of whofe
origin is pofterior to the Reformation in Germany.
In the accounts that are here to be given of the
circumflances, fate, and dorines of each feét,
the method laid down in the Preface to this Work

fhall
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thall be rigoroufly obferved, as far as is poffible;
fince it feems the moft adapted to lead us to an
accurate knowledge of the nature, progrefs, and
tenets of every Chriftian fociety, that arofe in
thefe times of difcord. ] )

V. The moft momentous event that diftin-
guithed the church after the fifteenth century, and
we may add, the moft glorious of all the Revolu-
tions that happened in the ftate of Chriftianity fince
the time of its divine and immortal Founder, was
that happy change introduced into religion, which
is known by the title of the Blefed Reformation.
This grand revolution, which arofe in Saxony
from fmall beginnings, not only fpread itfelf with
the utmoft rapidity through all the European pro-
vinces, but alfo extended its efficacy more or lefs
to the moft diftant parts of the globe, and may be
jutly confidered as the main and principal {pring
which has moved the nations from that illuftrious
period, and occafioned the greateft part both of
thofe civil and religious revolutions that fill the
annals of hiftory down to our times. The face
of Eunrope was, in a more efpecial manner, changed
by this great event. The prcfent age feels yer,
in a fenfible manner, and ages to come will con-
tinue to perceive, the ineftimable advantages it
produced, and the inconveniences of which it has
been the innocent occafion. The hiftory therefore
of fuch an important revolution, from whence fo
many others have derived their origin, and whofe
relations and connexions are fo extenfive and uni-
verfal, demands undoubtedly a peculiar degree
of attention, and has an unqueftionable right to
the principal place in fuch a work asthis. We
therefore now proceed to give a compendious
view of the modern hiftory of the Chriftian church,
according to the plan and method already laid
down, ~°

B3
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THE
SIXTEENTH CENTURY.

SECTION 1L

The History of the RErorMaTiION.

trNT I, HE Hiftory of the Reformation is too
Sroa L ample and extenfive to be comprehended

—- without a certain degree of confufion, in the un-
Thedinfion nterrupted narration of one Sefion; we fhall
fection,  therefore divide it irto Four Parts.

The Firsr will contain An Aecount of the State
of Chriftianity before the Commencement of the Re-
Jormation.

The Seconp, The Hiffory of the Reformation,
Jrom its firjt Beginnings until the date of the Confeffion
drawn up at Augfburg,

The Tuirp will exhibit A View of the fame
Hiftory, from this latter period to the Commencement
of the war.of Smalcald.  And

The Fourta will carry it down to T%e Peace
that was entered into with the dbettors of the Re-
Jormation in the year 1555 [a]. This divifion is na-
tural ; it arifes fpontaneoufly from the events
themfelves.

CHAP-

[4] The wiiters of the Hyf-ry of the Reformation, of every
rank and order, are cnunerated by the very learned Puirie.
Frip. IJanz (who himielf deferves 2 moft eminent rank in
this clafs), in his Hforia sacroruin a Luthers Emendatorsm,
part I. cap. i p. 1. and by Jo. ALs. Faericrus, in his
Centrpelrum Latheranum, part 11, cap. dxxxvii. p. 863.~The
greatell pait, or at leaft the moft eminent, of this fi& of authors
muft be confulted by fuch as defire a farther confirmation or

#lluftration
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CHAPTER L

Concerning the flate of the Chriftian Church before
the Reformation.

I. BOUT the commencement of this cen-

tury the Roman pontifs lived in the ur-
moft tranquillity ; nor had they, as things ap-
peared to be fituated, the leaft reafon to appre-
hend any oppofition to their pretenfions, or re-
bellion againft their authority; fince thofe dread-
ful commotions, which had been excited in the
preceding ages by the Waldenfes, Albigenfes,
and Begliards, and lately by the Boheinians, were
entirely fuppreffed, and had yielded to the united
powers of counfel and the fword. Such of the
Waldenfes as yet remained, lived contented under
the difficulties of extreme poverty in the vallies
of Piedmont, and propofed to themielves no higher
earthly felicity, than that of leaving to their de-
fcendants that wretched and obfcure corner of
Europe, which feparates the 4lps from the Pyrenean
mountains ; while the handful of Bohemians, that
furvived the ruin of their fa&ion, and ftill perfe-
vered in their oppofition to the Roman yoke, had
neither ftrength nor knowledge adequate to any
new attempt, and therefore, inflead of infpining
terror, became objeéts of contempt.

1I. We muft not, however, conclude from this
apparent tranquillity and fecurity of the pontifs
and their adherents, that their meafures were ap-
plauded, or their chains worn without relutance.

illuftration of the matters which T propofe to relate briefly
i the courfe ot this Hiftery. The illuftrious names of
SL‘EIDAN and SEckENDORFF, and others, who have diflin-
ﬁmﬂmd themfelves in this kind of erudition, are too well

nown to render it neceffary to recommend their works to the
perufal of the curious reacer.
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This was far from being the cafe. Not only pri-
vate perfons, but aifo the moft powerful princes
and fovereign ftates, exclaimed loudly againft the
defpotic dominion of the pontifs, the fraud, vio-
lence, avarice, and injuftice that prevailed in
gheir counfels, the arrogance, tyranny, and ex-
tortion of their legates, the unbridled licentiouf-
nefs and enormous crimes of the clergy and monks
of all denominations, the unrigateous feverity
and partiality of the Roman laws, and demanded
publickly, as their anceftors had done before
them, a Reformation of the church, in its head and
in its members, and a general council to accom-
plith that neceffary and happy purpofe [4]. But
thefe complaints and demands were not carried fo
far as to produce any good effect; fince they
came from perfons who never prefumed to enter-
tain the leait doubt wbouw the fupreme authority
of the Pope in 1eligious matters, and who, of con-
fequence, inftead of attempting, themfelves, ta
bring about that reformation that was fo ardently
defired, remained entirely unactive, and looked
for redrefs to the court of Rome, or to a gencral
council.  As long as the authority of the Roman
pontf was held facred, and his junidiétion fa-
preme, there could be no reafon to expect any
confiderable reformation cither of the corruptions
of the church or of the manners of rhe clergy.

[£] Thefe complaints and accufations have been largely enu-
merated by feveral writers.  See, among many others, VaL.
Len, Loescuerus, in A& ef documentis Reforsiationis, tom.,
1. cap. v. p.105.—cap. 1x. p.131. & E=rx Sarom. Cy-
prIAN., Prafar. ad Wik Ern. Tinzelie Hyjlos iam Reformat.
publithed at Lesgfic 1n 8vo, in the year 1717.—~The giievances,
complained of by the Germans m parucular, are amply men-
tioned by J F. Georcius, 1 his Gravamiva Imperator. et
Natiowms German. adverfus jdem Roman. cap. vii. p. 261,
Nor do the wifer and more learned among the modern Ro-
manifts pretend to dery that the church and clergy, before the
tune of LuTHER, were coirupted in a very hugh degree.,

I If
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I11. If any thing feemed proper to deftroy the
gloomy empire of fupertition, and to alarm the
fecurity of the lordly pontifs, it was the reftora-
tion of learning in Europe, and the number of men
of genius that arofe, of a fudden, under the be-
nign influence of that aufpicious revolution. But
even this new fcene of things was infufficient to
terrify the lords of the church, or to make them
apprehend the decline of their power. It is true,
indeed, this happy revolution in the republic of
letters difpelled the gloom of ignorance, and
kindled in the minds of many the love of
truth and facred liberty. Nay, it is alfo certain
that many of thefe great men, fuch as Erasmus
and others, pointed the delicacy of their wit, or
levelled the fury of their indignation, at the fu-
perftitions of the times, the corruptions of the
priefthood, the abufes that reigned in the court
of Rome, and the brutith manner of the Monaftic
Orders. But this was not fufficient, fince none
had the courage to ftrike at the root of the evil,
to attack the papal jurifdiction and ftarutes, which
were abfurdly, yet artfully, fan&ified by the title
of canon law, or to cail in queftion that ancient
and moft pernicious opinion, that Chrif hal efta-
blithed a vicegerent at Rome, clothed with his
fupreme and unlimited authority. Entrenched,
therefore, within thefe ftrong-holds, the pontifs
looked upon their own authority and the peace of
the church as beyond the reach of danger, and
treated with ind:fference the threats and inveives
of their enemies. Armed, moreover, with power
to punifh, and abundantly furnithed with the
means of rewarding in the moft alluring manner,
they were ready, on every commotion, to crufh
the obftinate, and to gain over the mercenary to
their caufe; and this indeed could not but con-
tribute confiderably to the ftabiiity of their do-
minion,

IV, Hence

9
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IV. Hence it was, that the bithops of Rome
lived in the utmoft fecurity apd eafe, and being
entirely free from apprehenfions and cares of
every kind, followed without reluctance, and
gratified without any limitation or reftraint, the
various demands of their lufts and paffions.
Arexanper VI, whom humanity difowns, and
who is rather to be confidered as a monfler than
as a man, whofe deeds excite horror, and whofe
enormuties place him among the moft execrable
tyrants of ancient times, ftained the commence-
ment of this century by the moit tremendous
crimes. The world was delivered from this papal
fiend in the year 1403, by the poiforous draught
which he had prepared for others, as is generally
believed ; though theie are hiftorians that attri-
bute his death to ficknets and old age[¢]. He
was fuccecded in the pontificate by 1'rus III.,
who, in lefs than a month, was deprived by death
of that high dignity. The vacant chair was ob-
tained by fraud and bribery by JurLian pe La
Roverr, who aflumed the denomination of
Jurius 11,

V. To the odious lift of vices with which
Jurius 11. difhonoured the pontificate, we may
add the mofl favage ferocity, the moft audacious
arrogance, the moft defpotic vehemence of temper,
and the moft extravagant and frenetic paffion for
war and bloodfhed. He began his mulitary en-
terprifes by entering into a war with the Venetians,
after having ftrengthened his caufe by an alliance
with the emperor and the king of France[d]. He

[c] Seethe Life of ALexanprr V1., in two volumes, 8vo.
by ALex. Gorpon, Efq.—As alfo another Ufe of the fame
pontif, writteri with more modeiation, and fubjoined, alon
with that of Leo X., to the firft volume of the learned an
ingenious work, intituled, Hifore du Drout publique Ecclefiaf-

fique Frangaes, par M. D. B, publifhed i 4to, at Lendon, in
1

752
{d) Sce Dv Bos, Hiffesre de la Ligue de Cambray, publithed
at the Hague 1w two volumes, 8vo, in the year 1710.

afterwards
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afterwards laid fiege to Farrara; and, atlength, c 2 w 1.

turned his arms againft his former ally, the French
monarch, in conjun&ion with the Venetians,
Spaniards, and Swifs, whom he had drawn into
this war, and engaged in his caufe by an offenfive
league. His whole pontificate, in fhort, was one
‘continued {cene of military tumult, nor did he
fuffer Eurgpe to enjoy a moment’s tranquillity as
long as he lived. We may eafily imagine the
miferable condition of the church under a vicar
of Curist, who lived in camps, amidft the din of
arms, and who was ambitious of no other fame
than that which arofe from battles won and cities
laid defoiate. Under fuch a pontif all things muft
have gone to ruin; the laws muft have been fub-
verted, the difcipline of the church deftroyed,
and the genuine luftre of true religion entirely
effaced.

V1. Neverthelefs, from this dreadful cloud that
hung over Europe, fome rays of light feemed to
break forth, that promifed a better ftate of things,
and gave fome reafon to expect that reformation
in the church, that was fo ardently and fo uni-
verfally defired. Lrwrs XII., king of France,
provoked by the infults he had received from this
arrogant pontif, meditated revenge, and even
caufed a medal to be ftruck with a menacing n-
fcription, expreffing his refolution to overturn the
powcr of Rgme, which was reprefented by the title
of Babylon on this coin [¢].  Several cardinals alfo,
encouraged by the proteétion of this monarch and
the emperor Maximiriax 1., adembled, in the
year 1511, a council at Pifa, with an intention te

[e] See B. Curist. Sicismunp. Lier11 Commentatro de
rummis  Ludovsc: XI1., Epigrapbe, Prrpam BamyLonts
ROMEN, infigmbu~; Leipfic, 1717.—S8ee alfo Thefaurus Epi-
Soleeus Crozsamus, tom. 1. p. 238. 243.~CoLon1a, Hyloure
Lstter. do da 7ill Je Lyon, tom. ii. p. 443.—The authenucity
and occafion of this medal have becn much difputed, and, as

is well known, have afforded matter of keea debate, f
et
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fet bounds to the tyranny of this furious pontif,
and to corre® and reform the errors and corrup-
tions of a fuperftitious church. Jerius, on the
other hand, relying on his own frength, and on
the power of his allies, beheld thefe threatening
appearances without the leaft concern, nay,
treated them with mockery and laughter. He
did not, however, neglet the methods of ren-
dering ineffeCtual the efforts of his enemies, that
prudence ditated, and therefore gave orders for
a council to meet in the palace of the Lateran in
the year 1512 [/, in which the dccrees of the
council of Pifa were condemned and annulled in
the moft injurious and infulting terms. This
condemnation would, undoubtedly, have been
followed with the moft Jdire and formidable ana-
themas againft Lewis and other Princes, had not
death {natched away this audacious pontif, in the
year 1512, in the midft of his ambitious und vin-
dictive projeéts.

VII. He was fucceeded, in the year 1513, by
Lio X., of the family of Mrpicis, who, though
of a milder difpofition than his predeceffor, was
neverthelefs equally indifferent about the interefts
of religion and the advancement of true piety. He
was a protector of men of learning, and was him-
felf learned as far as the darknefs of the age would
admit of. His time was divided between conver-
fation with men of letters and pleafure; though it
muft be obferved, that the greateft part of it was
confecrated to the latter. He had an invincible
averfion to whatever was accompanisd with foli-
citude and care, and difcovered the greateft im-
patience under events of that nature. He was
remarkable for his prodigality, luxury, and im-
prudence, and has even been charged with im-
piety, if not atheifm. He did not however

[/] Harouvint Concsiza, tom. ix. p. 1559,
neglect



Cuar. 1. The HisTory of the REForMATION,

13

negle@ the grand objet which the generality of c E w '£‘.

his predeceflors had fo much at heart, even the .

promoting and advancing the opulence and gran-
deur of the Roman fee. For he took the utmoft
care that nothiag fhould be tranfaced in the coun-
cil of the Lateran, which Jurius had affembled
and left fitting, that, had the leaft rendency to
favour the Reformation of the church. He went
{iill farther; and, in a conference which he had
with Francis I. king of France, at Bologna, he
engaged that monarch to abrogate the Pragmatic
Santtion [ g], which had been fo long odious to the
popes of Rome, and to fubftitute in its place ano-
ther body of laws, more advantageous to the
papacy, which were impofed upou his fubjeéts
under the title of the Concordate, and received
with the utmoft indignation and relultance [A].
VIIL. The

{21 We have mentioned this Piagma’sr Santien, Cent. XV.
Part II. Chap. II. § XVI. note [7], a:d given there fome
account of 1ts nature and defign. 'Ihis important edict 1s pub-
hifhed at large in the eighth volume of the Conc.lia Harbuana,
P- 1949. as1s the ConcorJate, that wis fubftituted in its place,
in the ninth volume of the tame work, p. 1867. and in Lers-
Ni717, his Mantyffa Cotices Diplomat pait 1. p. 158. part 1L
p- 353.—The hitory of thefe two pieces 15 given m an ample
and accurate manner by bithop Burnet, in his Hiftory of the
Refor mation, vol. ii1. p. 3.—Sce alfo, on the fame fubjed,
D Bouvray, Hifeia Academm. Pef. tom. vi. p. 61—109.
Dv Cros, Hifforre de Lowes XV—~H jlorre du Drout Eeclefiaftigue
Frangus, tom.1. Diff. 1x. p- 4_15.-——4Uzmgmna, tom. it p. 285,

¢ [£] The king went in perfon to the parbament to offer
tic Comcordate to be regiftered, and letters patent were made
out requiring all the judges and couarts of juthce to obferve
this 42, and fee it executed. The parliament, after delibe-
rating a month apon this important matter, concluded not to
vegifter the Concoidate, but to obferve fill the Pragmatic, un-
lefs the former ediét was received and eftablithed in as great an
aflembly as that was, which publithed the Jaster in the reign of
Cuarres VII. And when by violence and force they were
obliged to publith the Concordase, they joined to this publica-
tion a folemn proteft, and an appeal from the pope to the next
general council, into both which meafures thc univerfity and
the clergy entered with tae greateft alacrity and zeal. But
royal and papal defpotifm «t iength prevailed. T

e
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VIII. The raging thirft of dominion that con-
fumed thefe pontifs, and their arrogant endeavours
to cruth and opprefs all that came within the
reach of their power, were accompanied with the
moft infatiable avarice. All the provinces of
Europe were, in a manner, drained to enrich thefe
ghottly tyrants, who werg perpetually gaping

The chancellor Dz PraT, who was principally concerned
in promoting the Cuacordate, has been generally regarded as an
enemy to the liberties of the Gallican church. The illuilrious
and learned prefident Ha txavuLT has not, however, hefitated
to detend his memorv againft this accufatics, and to jultify the
Concordate as an equitable contraél, aud as a meafure attended
with lefs inconveniencics than the Pragmatic Santtion. He
ohferves, that by tie king’s being inveited, by the Concordare,
with the pivilege of nonaung to the bifhoprics and vacant
bevefices of the firft clali, many corruprions and abufes were
prevented, which arofe from the fimomacal praétices that pre-
vaited almoft cvery where while, according to the Pragmat:c
Sanftion, every church chofe its brfhop, and cvery monaftery
its abbot. He obfcries mareaver, that this nomination was
the natural night of the crown, as the moft confiderable part
of the great bencfices had beon created by the kings of France;
and he fifts partcularly on this confideration, that the right,
which Chritian communities have to chufe their leaders, cannot
be exeraifed by fuey large bodies without much confufion and
many inconveniencies; and that the fubjcéls, by entrufting
their fovereign with the government of the fare, inveft him
1pfo facto with an authonty over the charch, which 1s a pars of
the flate, and its nobleft branch. See Harnavir, déregé
Chronologique de I'Hifforre de France, w the Partocular Remarks
that are placed at the end of the reign of LEwrs X1V.

The molt {pecious objection that was made to the Concordare
was this: that, in return for the nomination to the vacant
benefices, the king granted to the popes the annates, or firff
JSrues, which had fo long been complained of as an intolerable
grievance. ‘There is, however, no mention of this equivalent
10 the, Concordate.  And it was by a papal bull that fucceeded
this compadt, that the pontifs claimed the payment of the fir
Sruts, of which they had put themfelves in poffeffion in the
year 1316, and which had been fufpended by the Pragmarsc
Sanflzon.  See the Hifforre dn Droyt Ecclefiafhrgue Frangor.  As
this fub&itution of the Concordate, in the place of the Prag-
maric Santron, was a moft important tranfaétion, and had a
very great influence upon the minds of the Englifh, the tran-
flator judged it neceffary to give here fome account of that
macter.

after
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after new acceffions of wealth, in order to aug- cEN T.

ment the number of their friends and the fabiliy
of their dominion. And indeed, according to
the notions commonly entertained, the rulers of
the chuich feemed to have a fair enough pretext,
from the nature of their charalter, to demand a
fort of uibute frdm their flock; for none can
deny to the fupreme governors of any ftate (and
fuch was the character affumed by the popes) the
privilege of levying tribute from thofe over whomn
they bear rule, But as the name of tridute was
every way proper to alarm the jealoufy and excite
the indignation of the civil magiftrate, the ponufs
were too cunning to employ it, and had recourle
to various ftratagems and contrivances tn rob the
fubje® without fhocking the fovereign, and to
levy taxes under the fpecious mafk and pretext of
rehigion. Among thefe contrivances, the difiri-
bution of indulgences, which enabled the wealthy
to purchafe impunity for their crimes by certain
fums applied to religious ufes, held an eminent
rank. ‘This traffic of mdulgences was conftantly
renewed whenever the coffers of the church were
exhaufted. On thele occafions, they were re-
commended warmly to the ignoiant multitude
under fome new, fpecious, yet failacious pretext,
ana were greedily fought afwer, to the grear de-
triment both of individuals and of the commu-
nity.

IX. Notwithftanding the veneration and homage
that were almoft cvery wheie paid to the Roman
pontifs, they were far from being univerfally re-
puted infallible in their decifions, or unlimited in
their authority. The wifer part of the German,
French, Fiemifh, and Buoth nations, confidered
Eh?m as lable to error, and buunded by law.
The councils of Conffance and Bafil had contributed
extremely to re@ify the notions of the peaple in
that refpedt; and from that period all Chnitians,
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conftituted ; for, as all the offices and dignities of 4 ,’f,v:.,‘ '

the church were become venal every where, the
way of preferment was inacceffible to merit, and the
wicked and licentious were rendered capable of rif-
ing to the higheft ecclefiaftical honours.

X1. The prodigious fwarms of monks that over-
fpread Europe were univerfally confidered as cum-
berers of the ground, and occafioned murmurs and
complaints every where. And, neverthelefs, fuch
was the genius of the age, of an age that was but
jult emerging from the thickeft gloom of igno-
rance, and was fufpended, as it were, in a dubious
fituation between darknefs and light, that thefe
monaftic drones would have remained undifturbed,
had they taken the leaft pains to preferve any
remains even of the exterpal air of decency and
religion, that ufed to diftinguifh them in former
times. But the Benedittine and the other monksth
fraternities, who were invefted with the privilege
of poffefling certain lands and revenues, broke
through all reftraint, made the worft pofiible
ufe of their opulence, and, forgetful of the gravity
of their chara@er and of the laws of their or-
der, rufhed headlong into the thainelefs prac-
tice of vice in all its various kinds and degrees.
On the other hand, the Mendicant orders, and
efpecially thofe who followed the rule of St
DowMinick and St. Francis, though they were
not carried away with the torrent of licentioufnefs
that was overwhelming the church, yet they
loft their credit in a different way; for their
ruftic impudence, their ridiculous f{uperftitions,
their ignorance, cruelty, and brutith manners,
alienated from them the minds of the people,
and diminithed their reputation from day to day.
They had the moft barbarous averfion to the arts
and fciepces, and expreffed a like abhorrence of
certain eminent and learned men, who endea-
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© £ N T- voured to open the paths of fcience to the purfuits
s e, 3. +Of the ftudious youth, recommended the culture of
e the thind, and attacked the barbarifm of the age in
their writings and 1n their difcourfe. This is fuf-
ficiently evident from what happenec to Rev-

cLinus, Erasmus, and other learned men.
The Demi-  X1I. Among all the monaftic orders, none en-
ikt joyed a higher degree of power and authority than
the Domunican friars, whofe creditwas great, and
their influence univerfal. This will not appear
at all furprifing, when we confider that they filled
very eminent ftations in the church, prefided
cvery where over the terrible tribunal of the /-
quifition, and had the care of fouls, with the func-
tion of confeffors, in all the courts of Eurepe; a
circumftance this, which, in thefe times of igno-
rance and fuperftition, manifeftly tended to put
the moft of the European princes in their power.
But, notwithftanding all this credit and author.ty,
the Dominicans had their enemies ; and about this
time their influence began to decline. Nay, fe-
veral marks of perfidy, that appeared in the mea-
fures they employed to extend their authority,
expofed them juftly to the public indignation.
Nothing more infameus than the frauds they
pra&ifed to accomplith their purpofes, as may be
feen, among other examples, by the tragedy they
alted at Bern, in the year 1509 [£]. They were
perpetually

o [#} This moft impious fraud is recorded at length by
Rvycuar, at the end of the fixth volume of his Hiforre de la
Refermarion en Surffe; and alfo by HorTinGER, in his Hiffor.
£ dyf. Helver, tom. i, p. 334. There is alfo a comipendious,
but diftin®, narration of this infernal fratagem, in Bifhop
Burnetr’s Travels through France, Lialy, Germany, and Savir-
werland, p. 31. The ftratagem in queftion was the confequence
of a rivalfhip between the Francifcans and Dominicans, and
more efpecially of their controverly concerning the Jqmaculate
Conceptzan of the Virgin Mary. The former maintained, that
fhe was born without the blemith of Original Sin; the lateer
afferted the contrary. The doétrine of the Francifcans, m an
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rperually employed in fligmatifing, with the
g;g;obrious mark of Herefy, numbers of learned
and

age of darknefs and fuperflition, could not but be popular;
and hence the Dominicans loft ground from day to day. To
fupport the credit of their Order, they refolved, at a chapter
held at Zumpfen in the year 1504, to have recourfe to fiGtitous
vifions and dreams, in which the people at that time had an
eafy faith; and they determined to make Bew the fcene of
their operations. A perfon named JeTzER, who was ex-
tremely fimple, and much inclined to aufterities, and who
had taken their habit, as a lay-brother, was chofen as the in-
ftrament of the delufions they were contriving.  One of the
four Dominicans, who had undertaken the management of
this plot, conveyed himfelf fecretly into Jerzga’s cell, and
about midnight appcared to him in a horrid figure, fnirounded
with howling dogs, and feeming to blow fire from his noftrils,
by the means of a box of combuftibles which he held near his
mouth. In this frightful form he approached JeTzeRr’s bed,
told him that he was the ghoft of a Dominican, who had been
killed at Paris, as a judgment of Heaven for laying afide his
monaftic habit; thar he was condemned to purgatory for this
crime ; adding, at the fame time, that, by his means, he
might be refcued from his mifery, which was beyond expreffion.
This ftory, accompanied with horrible cries and howlings,
frighted poor JeTzewr out of the little wits he had, and en-
gaged him to promife to do all that was in his power to detiver
the Dominican from his torment. Upon this, the impoflor
told him, that nothing but the moft extracrdinary mortifica-
tions, fuch as the Difespline of the Whip peiformed during
vight days by the whole monaftery, and Jrrzer’s lying
proftrate in the form of one crucified in the chapel during
mafs, could contribute to his deliverance. He added, that
the performance of thele mortifications woald draw down upon
Jerzew the peculiar prote@ion of the Blefled Virgin; and
concluded by faying, that he would appear to him again, ac-
companicd with two other ipirits, Morning was no fooner
come, than JETzea gave an account of this apparition to the
reft of the convent, who all unanimeufly advifed him to una
dergo the difcipline that was enjoined him; and every one

confented to bear his thare of the tafk impofed. The deluded

fimpleton obeyed, and was admircd as a faint by the mul-
titudes that crowded about the convent, while the fom friars
that ma.natﬁed the impofture magnified, in the moft pompous
manner, the miracle of this apparition, in thelr fermons and
in their difeourfe. The night afier, the apparition was re.
newed with the addition of two impoftors. drefed like devils,
and JeTzRR’s faith was augmented by hearing from the fpe&:lel
Cz
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and pious men, in encroaching upon the rights
and properties of others to augment their poflef-
fions,

ali the fecrets of his life and thoughts, which the impoftors had

learned from his confeflor. In this and fome {ubfequent {cenes

(the detail of whofe enormities, for the fake of brevity, we
fhall here omit), the impoftor talked much to Jerzer of the
Dominican order, which he faid was peculiarly dear to the
Blefled Virgin; he added, that the Virgin knew herfelf to be
conceived in Orsginal Sin ; that the do&ors who taught the con-
trary were in purgatory ; that the Blefled Virgin abhorred the
Francifcans for making her equal with her fon; and that the
town of Bern would be defiroyed for harbouring fuch plagues
within her walls. In one of thefe apparitions, JeTzir 1ma-
gined that the voice of the fpectre refembled that of the prior
of the convent, and he was not miftaken ; but, not fufpeéting a
fraud, he gave little attention to this. The prior appeared in
various forms, fometimes in that of St. Barsara, at others in
that of St. BExNaARD; at length he affumed that of the Virgin
Mary, and, for chat purpogc, clothed Aimfelf in the habits
that were employed to adorn the flatue of the Virgin in the
great feftivals ; the little images, that on thefe days are {ct on
the altars, were made ufe of for angels, which, being ti=d to a -
cord that paflcd through a pulley over Jerzer’s head, rofe
up and down, and danced about the pretended Virgin (2 in-
creafe the delufion. The Virgin, thus equipped, addrciled a
loag difcourfe to JeTzER, in which, among other things, fhe
toid him, that the was conceived in srigimal Sin, though the
had remained but a thort time under that blemith. She gave
him, as a miraculous proof of her prefence, a o, or confe-
crated wafer, which turned from white to 1ed in a moment;
and after various vifits, in which the greateft enormities were
trunfaled, the Pirgin-prior told Je rzrr, that the would give
him the moit affeCting and undoubted matks of her fon’s love,
by imprinting on him the five wounds that pierced Jesus on
the crofs, as fhe had done before to St. Lucra and St. Ca-
rurring. Accordingly, fhe took his hand by force, and
ftruck a large nail through it, which threw the poor dupe into
the greateft torment. The next night this mafculine virgin
brought, as he pretended, fome of the linen, in which Chrift
bad been buried, to foften the wound, and gave JeTzEnr a
ﬁJPOl'iﬁC draught, which had in it the blOod of an unbaptized
child, fome grains of incenfe and of confecrated falt, fome quick-
filver, the hairs of the eye-brows of a child, all which, with
fome ftupifying and poifonous ingredients, were mingled toge-
ther by the prior with magic ceremonies, and a folemn dedica-
tion of himfelf to the devil in hope of his fuccour. This
draught threw the poor wretch into a fort of lethargy, during

which



Cuap, I. T2¢ HisTorY of the REFORMATION.

fions, and in laying the moft iniquitous fnares and
firatagems for the deftruftion of their adverfa-
ries.

which the monks imprinted on his body the other fopr wounds
of Chrft in fuch a manner that he felt no pain. When he
awakened, he found, to his unfpeakable joy, thefe impreffions
on his body, and came at laft to fancy himfelf a reprefent-
atuve of Chrilt in the various parts of his pafion. He was,
in this flate, expofed to the admiring multitude on the prin-
cipal altar of the convent, to the great mortification of the
Francifeans.  The Domsnicans gave him fome other draughs,
that threw him isto convulfions, which were followed by a
voice conveyed through a pipe into the mouths of two images,
one of Mary and another of the child Jrsus; the former of
which had tears painted upon its cheeks in a lively manner.
The little Jesvus afked his mother, by means of this voice
{which was that of the priot’s), why fhe wept? and fhe
anfwerced, that her teais were owing to the impious manner n
which the Francifeans attributed to Aer the honour that was
?ue t0 /uzm, in {aying that fhe was conceived and born withou
in.

The apparitions, flfe piodigies, and abominable fratagems,
of thefe Dominicans, were repeated every night; and the mattes
was at length fo grofsly over-adted, that, fimple 2s JETzER
was, he at laft difcovered 1t, and had almoft killed the prior,
who appeared to him one night in the form of the Virpia
with a crown on her head. The Dominicans fearing, by tuis
difcovery, to lofe the fruits of their impofture, thought the befl
method would be to own the whole matter o Jerzgr, and to
engage him, by the moft feducing promifes of opuleace and
glory, to carry on the cheat. JeTzER was perfuaded, or at
leaft appeared to be fo. But the Domini.ans, fufpe@ing that
he was not entirely gained over, refolved to poifon him; but
his conflitution was fo vigorous, that, though they gave him
poifon five feveral times,ie was not deftroyed by it. One day
they fent him a loaf prepared with fome fpices, which, growing
green in a day or two, he threw a piece of it to a wolf’s whelps
that were in the monaftery, and it killed them immediately.
At another time they poifoned the bgf, or confecrated wafer,
but, as he vomited it up fuon after he fwallowed it, he efcaped
once more. In fhort, there were no means of fecuring him,
which the moft deteflable impiety and barbarity could invent,
that tl?ey did not put in pradice, till, finding at laft an op-
portunity of getting out of the convent, he threw himfelf into
the hands of the magiftrates, to whom he made a full difcovery
of this infernal plot. The affair being brought to Reme,
commiflaries were fent from thence to examine the matter ;
and the whole cheat being fully proved, the four friars were
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€2 NT. vies [J]. And they were the principal counfellors,

xvi.
Secr. L
| .

The fate of
learning,
and of the
public
fchools.

by whofe inftigation and advice Leo X. was deter-
mined to that moft ‘rath and imprudent meafure,
even the public condemnation of LuTHER.

XI11. The principal places in the public fchools
of learning were filled very frequently by monks
of the Mendicant orders. This uniappy circum-
ftance prevented their emerging from that igno-
rance and darknefs, which had fo long enveloped
them; and it alfo rendered them inacceflible to
that aufpicious light of improwed fcience, whofe
falutary beams had already becn felt in feveral of
the European provinces. The inftructors of youth,
dignified with the venerable titles of Artifts, Gram-
marians, Phyficians, and Dialeicians, loaded the
memories of their laberious pupils with a certain
quantity of barbarous terms, arid and {enfelefs
diftin¢tions, and {cholaftic precepts delivered in
the moft inelegant ftyle; and all fuch as could
repeat this jargon with a certain readinefs and rapi-
dity, were confidered as men of uncommon <lo-
quence and erudition. The whole body of the
philofophers  extolled ArisrorLe beyond all
meafure ; while fcarcely any ftudied him, and
none underfiood him. For what was now exhi-
bited, as the philofophy of that fimous Grecian

{olemnly dezraded from their priefthood, and were barnt alive
on the laft day of May, 150p  Jerzer died fome time after
at Conflance, having poifoncd himfelf, as was bclicved by fome.
Had his lifc been taken away before he had found an opportu-
nity of making the difcovery already mentioned, this execra-
ble and horrid plot, which, In many of its circumfrances was
conduéted with art, would have been handed dewn to pofterity
as 2 flupendous miracle. This is a very brief account of the
matter ; fuch as are defirous of a more circumftantial relation
of this famous impofture, may confult the authors mentioned
in the beginning of this note.

[/} Sce Biv1s. Pirk BEIMERT Efiffsla ad Hadrianum Pontif.
Maxim. de Donuimcanorum fagtss, in opp. ejus, p. 372. This
letter is alfo to be found in GERDESIY Intr0d. ad Hifior. Rena-
itz Evangelys, tom. 1. p. 170. Append.

fage,
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fage, was really nothing more than a confufed ¢ & N'K
and motley heap of obfcure notions, fentences, s.’i?,"x
and divifions, which even the public dottors and ————-m

heads of fchools were unable to comprehend.
And if, among thefe thorns of fcholaftic wifdom,
there was any thing that had the appearance of
fruit, it was cruthed and blafted by the furious
wranglings and difputes of the Scozifis and Thomifts,
the Realifts and Nominalifts, whofe clamours and
contentions were unhappily heard in all the Euro-
pean academies.

XIV. The wretched and fenfelefs manner € The gate of
teaching theology in this century, may be learned theolyy.

from many books yet extant, which were wrote
by the divines it produced, and which, in reality,
have no other merit than their enormous bulk.
The expofitors of the holy fcriptures were very
few in number, during this century; and there
were fcarcely any of the Chriftian doors that
had a critical knowledge of the facred oracles.
This kind of knowledge was fo rare, that, when
LuTtHeR arofe, there could not be found, even in
the unive.fity of Paris, which was confidered as
the firft and moft famous of all the public fchools
of learning, a fingle perfon qualified to difpute
with him, or oppofe his doltrine, upon a ferip-
ture foundation. Any commentators, that were
at this time to be found, were fuch, as, laying
afide all attention to the true meaning and force
of the words of fcripture, which their profound
ignorance of the original languages and of the
rules of criticifin rendered them incapable of in-
veftigating, gave a loofe to their vain and irregular
fancies, in the purfuit of myfterious fignifications.
The greateft part of the puilic teachers belonged
to thefe clafies of divines, which we have formerly
mentioned under the titles of Pofitivi and Senten-
tiarii, who were extremely fond, the former of
loading their accounts, both of the truths and pre~

Ca cepts
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cepts of religion, with multiplied quotations and
authorities from the writings of the ancient
do&ors; the latier of explaining the dotrines of
the gofpel by the rules of a fubtile and intricate
philofophy.

XV, It muft at the fame time be obferved,
that 'ne divimes of this cervary difpared with 2
good deal of freedom upon religious fubjeds,
and even upon thofe that were looked upon as
moft eflential to falvation. There were feveral
points of dotrine, which had not been as yet fixed
and determined by the authority of the church;
nor did the pontifs, without fome very urgent
reafon, reftrain the right of private judgment, or
force the confciences of men, except in thofe
cafes where doftrines were adopted that feemed
detrimental to the fupremacy of the apoftolic fee,
or to the temporal inte-efts of the facerdotal and
monaftic orders. Hence it is, that we could
mention many Chriflian doCtors before LutHEr,
who inculcated not only with impunity, but even
with applaufe, the very fame tenets that afiei-
wards drew upon him fuch heavy accufations and
fuch bitter reproaches. And it is beyond all
doubt, that this great reformer might have pro-
pagated thefe opinions without any danger of
moleftation, had he not pointed his warm re-
monftrances againft the opulence of Rome, the
overgrawn fortunes of the bifhops, the majefty
of the pontifs, and the towering ambition of the
Pominicans,

XVI. The public worfhip of the Deity was now
no more than a pompous round of external cere~
monies, the greateft part of which were infigni-
ficant and fenfelefs, and much more adapted ta
dazzle the eyes than to touch the heart. The
number of thote, who were at all qualified to
adminifter public inftruftion to the people, was
not very sonfiderable; and their difcourfes, which

contaned
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contained little elfe than fiftitious reports of mi- C E N T
racles and prodigies, infipid fables, wretched ¢ X"y
quibbles, and illiterate jargon, deceived the mul- ————
titude inftead of inftruCting them. Several of
thefe fermons are yet extant, which it is impoffible
to read without the higheft indignation and con-
tempt. Thofe who, on account of their gravity
of manners, or their fuppofed fuperiority in point
of wifdom and knowledge, held the moft diftin-
guithed rank among thefe vain declaimers, had a
common-place fet of fubjets allotted to them,
on which they were conftantly exercifing the force
of their lungs and the power of their eloquence.
Thefe fubjelts were, the authority of the holy
mother church, and the obligations of obedience
to her decifions; the virtues and merits of the
faints, and their credit in the court of heaven; the
dignity, glory, and love of the Blefled Virgin;
the efficacy of relicks; the duty of adorning
churches, and endowing monafteries ; the ne-
ceflity of good works (as that phrafe was then
underftood) to falvation; the intolerable burnings
of purgaivry, and the utility of indulgences. Such
were the fubjets that employed the zeal and la-
bours of the moft eminent dotors of this century;
and they were, indeed, the only fubjeéts that
could tend to fill the coffers of the good 0ld mother
¢burch, and advance her temporal interefts. A
miniftry, who would have taken it into their
heads to inculcate the doctrines and precepts of
the gofpel, to exhibit the example of its divine au-
thor, and the efficacy of his mediation, as the moft
powerful motives to righteoufnefs and virtue, and
to reprefent the love of God and mankind as the
great duties of the Chriftian life, fuch a miniftry
would have been very unprofitable fervants to the
church and to the papacy, however they might
have promnoted the czufe of virtue and the falvation
of fouls,

5 XVIL The
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XVII. The flate of things, that we have been
now defcribing, exhibits to our view the true
caufes of that incredible ignorance in religious
matters, which reigned univerfally in all coun-
tries, and among all ranks and orders of men;
an ignorance accompanied with the vileft forms of
fuperthiion, and the greateft corruption of man-
ners. The clergy, who prefided over the rites
and ceremponies of the church, were far from
fhewing the leaft difpofition to enlighten the ig-
norance or to check the fuperftition of the times;
nay, inftead of oppofing, they rather nourifhed
and promoted them, as conducive to their fafety,
and favourable to their interefts. Nor was there
more zeal fhewn in ftemming the torrent of im-
morality and licentioufnefs, than in difpelling the
clouds of fuperftition and ignorance. For the pru-
dence of the church had eafily forefeen, that the
traffic of indulgences could not but fuffer from a
diminution of the crimes and vices of mankind ;
and that, in proportion as virtue gained an afcen-
dant upon the manners of the multitude, the pro-
fits arifing from expiations, fatisfatiions, and fuch
like ecclefiaftical contrivances, muft neceflaiily
decreafe.

XVIII. Such then was the difmal condition of
the church. Its corruption was complete, and
the abufes that it permitted were gone to the
gieateft height of epormity. But in proportion
1o the greatnefs of this corruption was the ardor
and impatience with which all, who were en-
dowed with any tolerable portion of folid learning,
genuine picty, or even good fenfe, defired to fee
the church reformed and purged from thefe thock-
ing abufes. And the number of thofe who were af-
feCted in this manner wa< very confiderable in all
parts of the weftern woild.  The greateft part of
them, indeed, were, perhaps, over-moderate in
their demands. They did not extend their views

fq
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fo far as a change in the foria of ecclefiaftical c e n 1.
government, a f{uppreflion of thofe doftrines, ( XV!
= > Sger. L

which, however abfurd, had acquired a high de-
gree of credit by their antiquity, nor even to the
abrogation of thofe rights and ceremonies, which
had been muluplied in fuch an extravagant man-
ner, to the great detriment of true ruligion and
rational piety. All they aimed at was, to fet finits
to the overgrown power of the pontfs, to reform
the corrupt manners of the clergy, and to prevent
the frauds that were too commonly practifed by
that order of men; to difpel the ignorance and
correét the errors of the blinded multitude, and
to deliver them from the heavy and unfupportable
burthens that were impofed upon them under re-
ligious pretexts,  But as it was impofiible to ob-
tamn any of thefe falutary purpofes without the
fuppreflion of various abfurd and 1impious opinions,
fiom whence the grievances complained of {prung,
and, indeed, withouta general retormation of the
religion that was publicly profefled; fo was this
refermation fuppofed to be ardently, though filently,
withed {ur, by all thofe who publicly demanded
the reformation of the church 1n 1ts bead and in its
menbers.

XIX. If any fparks of real piety fubfifted under
this defpotic empire of fuperftition, they were only
to be found among the Afyfics. For this fet,
renouncing the fubtilty of the fchools, the vain
contentions of the learned, with all the aéts and
ceremonies of external worfhip, exhoited their
followers to aim at nothing but internal fantity
of heart, and communion with God, the centre
and fource of holinefs and perfeétion. Hence the
Myftics were loved and refpecied by many perfons,
who had a fer:ous fenfe of religion, and were of a
tend=r and devotional complexion. But as they
were not entirely free from the reigning fuperfti-

tions, but affociated many vulgar errors with t}_lcir
practical

[P ———

The Myf.

tics,
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ceflive paflion for contemplation led them into
many chimerical notions, and f{ometimes into a
degree of fanaticifm that approached to madnefs ;
more effeCtual fuccours than theirs were neceffary
to combat the inveterate errors of the times, and
to bring about the reformation that was expected
with fuch impatience.

CHAP I

The Hiftory of the Reformation, from its firft begin-
nings, to the Confeffion given in at Augfburg.

L W HILE the Roman pontif flumbered in
fecurity at the head of the church, and

faw nothing throughout the vaft extent of his do-
minton but tranquillity and fubmiffion; and while
the worthy and pious profeffors of genuine Chrif-
tianity almoft defpaired of feeing that reformation
on which their moft ardent defires and expeltatons
were bent; an obfcure and inconfiderable perfon
arofe, on a fudden, in the year 1517, and laid the
foundation of this long-expeéted change, by op-
pofing, with undaunted refolution, his fingle force
to the torrent of papal ambition and defpotifm.
This exuiaordinary man was Martin LuTHER,
a native of Aifleben, in Saxony, a monk of the
~Auvguftinian Eremites, who were one of the
Mendicant orders, and, ar the fame time, pro-
feffor of divinity in the academy that had been
ereCted at Wttemberg, a few years before this
period, by Freperic the #77fe. The papal chair
was, at this ume, filled by Lro X.; Maxmmr-
t1an L., a prince of the houfe of Aufria, was
king of the Romans, and emperor of Germany;
and FreDERIC, already mentioned, eleGtor of Saxony.
The
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The bold efforts of this new adverfary of the pon- ¢ E N T,

tifs were honoured with the applaufes of many, ( XV

but few or none entertained hopes of their fuccels,
It feemed fcarcely pofiible that this puny Davip
could hurt a Gorran, whom {o many heroes had
oppofed in vain.

II. None of the qualities or talents that dif-
tinguifhed LuTHER were of a common or ordinary
kind. His genws was truly great and unpa-
ralleled; his memory vaft and tenacious; his
patience in fupporting trials, difficultes, and la-
bour, incredible; his magnanimity invincible,
and independent on the viriffitudes of human
affairs; and his learning moft extenfive, confidering
the age in which he lived. All this will be
acknowledged even by his enemies, at leaft by
fuch of them s are not totally blinded by a fpirit
of partiality and faction. He was deeply verfed
in the theology and philofophy that were 1n vogue
in the fchools during this century, and he taught
them both with the greateft reputation and fuccefs
in the academy of Wittemberg. As a philofopher,
he cmbraced the do&rine of the Nominalifts, which
was the fyftem adopted by his order; while, in
divinity, he followed chiefly the fentiments of
AvcusTiN; but in both he preferred the decifions
of Scripture and the diftates of right reafon before
the authority and opimions of fallible men. [t
would be equally rath and abfurd to reprefent
this great man as exempt from error and free
from infirmities and defe@s; yet, if we except
the contagious «ffetts of the age in which he
lived, and of the religion in which he had been
brought up, we fhall perhaps find but a few
things in his charatter that render him liable to
reproach {m].

1. The

[m] The writers who have given any circumftantial account
of Lurner and his tranfactions are accarately enumerated by
Jo. Ars.

cr. Lh

Luther.
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I11. The firft opportunity that this great man had
of unfolding to the view of 2 blinded and deluded
age, the truth, which had ftruck his aftonithed
fight, was offered by a Dominjran, whofe name
was, Joun TEerzer [#]. This bold and enter-
prifing monk had been chofen, on accoant of his
uncommon impudence, by Armserr archbifthop
of Mentz and Magdeburg, to preach and proclaim,
in Germany, thofe famous ndulgences of Leo X.,
which adminiftered the remiffion of all fins, patt,
prefent, and to come, however enormous their
nature, to thofe who were rich enough to pur-
chafe them. The frontlefs monk executed this
iniquitous commiflion not only with matchlefs in-
folence, indecency Tol, and fraud, but even car-
ried his impiety fo far as to derogate fiom the
all-fufficient power and infldence ot the merits of
Citrrsr. At this, LuTHER, unable to {mother
his juft indignation, raifed his warning voice, and,
in nincty-five propofitions, maintained publicly
at J¥utemberg, on the 3oth of September, in the
vear 1517, cenfured the extravagant extornon of
thele queflors, and plainly pointed out the Roman
pontif as a partaker of their guilt, fince he fuffered
the people to be feduced, by fuch delufions, fiom

Jo. AvLr. Fanvricivs, in his Centifolium Lutherasum ; the firft
pare of which was publithed at fgmdu g 1 the year 1728, and
the fecond in 1730, 1n 8vo.

{#] The hifforians who have particalarlv mentioned TET-
zEL, and his odious methods of deluding the multitude, are
entmerated in the work quoted 1n the preceding note, part 1.
P. 47 part 11. p. 530.—What 15 faid of this vile decewver by
Ecsarp and Querrr, in the Scriprores Orari. Prediucator.
tom. ii, p. 40. dicovers the blindeft zeal apd the meaneft par-
tiality,

0 {o] Indeferibing the eficacy of thefe indulgences, TeT-
2&L faid, among other enormities, that even bad any ome ra-
wifbed the mother of God, be (TET2EL) bad wherewithal to ef-
Jace bis gult. He alfo boatted, that be bad javed more fouls
Srom bell by thefe iNDULGENCEs, than S;, PET xR bad converted
te Chriftiantty by bis preaching, .

placing
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placing their principal confidence in CHrist, the cE N T,
only proper objett of their truft. This was the ( XV

. cr. b
commencement and foundation of that memora- —

ble rupture and revolution in the church, which
humbled the grandeur of the lordly pontifs, and
eclipfed fo great a part of their glory [2].

iV, This

t% [»] Dr. MosuFim has taken no notice of the calumnies
invented and propagated by fome late authors, in order to
make LuTHer’s zealous oppofition to the publication of Ja-
dulgences appear to be the cffett or felfith ar d 1gnoble motnves.
It may not, therefore, be impropcr o fet that 1n 2 truc hiht
not that the caufe of the reformition (which muft ftand by s
ovm mtrnfic dignity, and 15 1 no way aft.é¢red by the v (wsor
charafters of 1ts wuftruments) can dernive any itrengrh from thns
inquiry ; but asit may tend to vindicate the perfonal choyaétor
of a man, who has done cmnert tervice to the ciute of 1c-
higion.

“Mr Hume. in his Hyffory of t/e Regn of Hr~ry VITLL, has
thought proper to repeat what the enemies of the reformauon,
and {ome of s dabious or illanformed friends, have ag-
vanced, with refpe& to the motives that engaged Lutuir 1o
oppofe the dotrine of indu'werces  This elegint ard perfua-
five haftorian tells us, that the dufinfiiars ba? vstaLyy been
pupln,od 1y Saxony to preach o dulgences, and from 1< truff had
derived both profit ana covfilrane s that Axciripor by gave
thes occupation 1o the Dom nzcors*, that Map Tin Ltruer »
an Auflin friar, prefeffor an the uncverpty of V\’)ttexucerg, RE-
SENTING THE AFFERONT PUT Uron HIS ORDER, began 1o
preach againft the abufes that aweie commutted wn the fale of indul
gence 5 and, beng provoked by cppol.rion, procecdid een go deciy
sndulpences themjelves .o It were ta be withed, thie Mro Humey
candeur had engaged him to examine this accufation better,
bcfore he had ventured to repeat st Fbor, i the f7/ place, 1t
is not true, that the 4 F 2 fi ars had been vsvarLy employed
mn Saxony fo preach inlulgerces. 1t 1s wcll known, that the
commiffion had been oflered ulternately, md fometime. joumly,
to all the Mendicants, whether Awhir friars, Dompians,
Francyfeans, or Carmelites  Nav, from the year 122g, that
tucrative commuffion was principally entrufted with the” Dumgz-
mcans §; and, in the records which relace to indulgences, we

® Huwmx's Hiffory of E-~gland, under the Houfe of Tuder, vol. 1. py 119,
t+ 1d 15, p 120,

1 Scc Wrasuan s, Memorabshia Hfforie Sacre N T, p. 3051, 11135,

rarely
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might have been tcrmina_ted with the utmoft faci-
lity, had Lo X. been difpofed to {ollow the heal-

ing

the Dominicans in general; fince it was given to TeTzey
alone, an individual member of that Order, who had been
notorious for his profligacy, barbarity, and eatortion.
But that neither relentment nor envy wore thie matives that
led LuTHER to oppofe the dotrine and publication of indul-
ences, will appear with the utmott evidence, it we confidu,
in the third place,~That he was never accufed of ary fuch
motives, either in the ediéts of the pontifs of his dme, or
amidlt the other reproaches of the contemporary wiiters, who
defended the caufe of Rome, and who were far from being fpar-
ing of their inve@ives and calumnies.  All the contemporary
adverfaries of Luruer are ab{olutely filent on this head. Fiom
the year 1517 to 154.6, when the difpute 1bout indulgences
was carried on with the greateft warmth and animofity, not
one writer ever ventured to reproach Lu w1y & with thefe igno-
ble motives of oppofition now undcr confideration. I {perk
not of Erasmus, SLFinaw, De Tuov, Guiccranning,
and others, whofe tefimony might be perhaps fufpefted of
partiality in his favour; but I fpeak of Cayeran, llog-
sTRAT, DE Prier10, EMsEr, and even the infamous Jou
Terzer, whom LuTtHr oppofed with fuch vehemence and
bitternefs. Even Cocur xus was filent on this head during
the Iife of LutHEr ; though, after the death of that great re-
formaer, he broached the calumny I am here refuting, Bat
fuch was the fcandalous chra&er of tlns man, who was noto-
rious for fraud, calumny, lying, and their fifter vices *, that
Parravicini, BossurT, and other enemies of Luvtncr,
were athamed to make ufe either of his name or teftimony.
Now, may it not be fairly prefumed, that the contempoiaries
of LuTser were better judges of his charagter, and the prin-
ciples from which he adted, than thofe who hived in after-times?
Cin it be imagined, that motives to altion, which efcaped the
prying eyes of LuTHER’s contemporaries, fhould have difco-
yered themfelves to us, who live at fuch a diftanc ¢ of time from
the fcene of adtion, to M. BossueT, to h.r. [Hume, and to
other abettors of this ill.contrived and foolifh ftory. Either
there are no rules of moral evidence, or Mr. Hum’s affertion
is entirely groundlefs. .
I might add many other confiderations to thew the unrea-
fonablenefs of fuppofing that Lutune: expofcd himfelf to the
rage of the Roman pontif, to the perfecutions of an exafpe-

* Stxivak., De Stats Ro, et Reip. in Dedico Epff, od Augufls
Elettor, )

Vou. IV. D rated
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ing method which common prudence muft have
paturally pointed out on fuch an occafion. For,
after all, this was no more than a private difpute
between two monks, concerning the extent
of the pope’s power with refpe&t to the remiffion
of fin. Luruer confefled that the Roman pon-
tif was clothed with the power of remitting the
buman punithments inflicted upon tranfgrefiors,
i. e. the punifhments denounced by the church,
and its vifible head the bifhop of Reme; but he
ftrenuoufly denied that his power extended to the
remiffion of the divine pumfhments allorted to of-
fenders, either in this prefent, or in a future ftate;
affirming, on the contrary, that thefe punifh-
ments could only be removed by the merits of
CurisT, or by valuntary aéts of mortification and
penance undertaken and performed by the tranf-
greflor. The dotrine of Tr1zeL was, indeed,
direétly oppofite to the fentiments of LuTHer ;
for this fenfelefs or defigning monk afferted, that
all punifhments, prefent and future, human and
divinz, were fubmitted to the authority of the
Roman pontif, and came within the reach of his
abfolving power. This matter had often been
debared before the prefent period; but the popes
had always been prudent enough to leave it un-
decided.  Thefe debates, however, being fome-
times treated with negle&, and at others carried
on without wiflom, the feeds of difcord gained
imperceptibly new acceflions of ftrength and vi-
gour, and from fmall beginnings produced, at
length, revolutions and cvents of the meft mo-
mentous nature.

r:{.tcd clergv, to the feverity of fuch a potent and defpotic
phince as Lraryes V., to death wielf, and that from a prin.
ciple of avarice and ambition.  Batr L kavc taid cnough to fa-
tisty every candad mind,

3 V. The
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V. The fentiments of LuTHEr were received ¢ B ¥ 1,
with applaufe by the greateft part of Germany, { XV% -
which had long groaned under the avarice of the .
pontifs, and the extortions of their tax-gatherers, Thesiwe
and had murmured grievoufly againft the various Lurher snd
firatagerns that were daily put in practice, with Hheparons
the moft frontlefs impudence, to flecce rthe rich,
and to grind the faces of the poor. But the vota-
ries of Rome were filled with horror, when they
were informed of the opinions propagated by the
Saxon reformer ; more efpecially the Dominicans,
who looked upon their order as infulted and at-
tacked in the perfon of Te1zir. The alarm of
controverfy was therefore founded, and TerzEeL
himfelf appeared immediately in the field againft
LutHeRr, whole fentiments he pretended to refure
in two academical difcourfes, which he pro-
nounced on occafion of his promotion to the de-
gree of door in divinity. In the year follow-
ing (1518) two famous Dominicans, SyLVESTER
bt Prierio and HocsTtraT, the former a native
of Italy, and the latter a Cerman, rofe up alfo
againft the adventurous reformer, and attacked
him at Cologn with the utmoft vehemence and
ardour. Their example was foon followed by
another formidable champion, named Eckius, a
celebrated profeffor of divinity at Ingelfadt, and
one of the moft zealous fupporters of the Domi-
nicap order. Lurair ftood firm againft thefe
united adverfaries, and was neither vanquifhed
by their arguments, nor daunted by their talents
and reputation; but anfwered their objeétions
and refuted their reafonings with the greateft
ftrength of evidence, and a becoming fpirit of
refolution and perfeverance. At the fame dme,
however, he addrefled himfelf by letters,. written
in the moft fubmiflive and refpectful terms, to
the Roman pontif and to feveral of the bithops,
fhewing them the uprightnels of his intentions, as

L3 well
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cEN T well' as the juftice of his caufe, and declaring his
Seon; ereadinefs to change his fentiments, as foon as he
- fhould fee them fairly proved to be erroneous.
if:i".&::;a VI. At firft, Lro X. beheld this controverfy
between L. With Indifference and contempt; but, being in-
theraidCa- formed by the emperor MaxiMiLian 1., not only
jetan ot R .. K
Augpurg.  Of its importance, but alfo of the fztal divifions it
was likely to produce in Germany, he fummoned
Luraer to appear before him at Rome, and there
to plead the caufe which he had undertaken to
maintain. This papal fummons was fuperfeded
by Freperick rhe Wife, elettor of Saxony, who
pretended, that the caufe of LutuEr belonged to
the jurifdi¢tion of a German tribunal, and that it
was to be decided by the ecclefiaftical laws of the
empire. The pontif yielded to the remonftrances
of this prudent and magnanimous prince, and
ordered LuTner to juftify his intentions and doc-
trines before cardinal Cajeran, who was, at this
time, legate at the diet of Aug/burg. In this firft
ftep the court of Rome gave a {pecimen of that te-
merity and imprudence with which all its ncgoci-
ations, in this weighty affair, were afterwards
condufted. For, inftead of reconciling, nothing
could tend more to inflame matters than the
choice of Cajeran, a Dominican, and, confe-
quently, the declared enemy of LuTaer, and
friend of TerzEL, as judge and arbitrator in this
nice and perilous controverfy.
Theifueof ~ V1I. LuTHER, however, repaired to Aug fburg,
ihiscon-in the month of October 1518, and conferred, at
three different meetings, with Cajeran him-
felf [¢], concerning the points in debate. But
had he even been difpofed to yield to the court
of Rome, this imperious legate was, of all others,
the moft improper to encourage him in the exe~

[4] There is a large account of this cardinal given by
Quetir and Ecuarp, Scripror. Ordin. Preedicator. tom. it.
P i .
gution
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cution of fuch a purpofe. The high fpirit of
LuTner was not to be tamed by the arrogant dic-
tates of mere authority ; fuch, however, were the
only methods of perfuafion employed by the
haughty cardinal. He, in an overbearing tone,
defired LuTHER to renounce his opinions, without
even attempting to prove them erroncous, and
infifted, with importunity, on his confefling
humbly his fault, and {ubmitting refpectfully to
the judgment of the Roman pontif [#]. The
Saxon reformer could not think of yielding to
terms {o unreafonable in themfelves and fo defpo-
tically propofed; fo that the conferences were
abfolutely without effect. ¥or Lutiek, finding
his adverfary and judge inacceflible to rcafon and
argument, left Lugfourg all of a fudden, after
having appealed from the prefent decifions of the
pontif to thofe which he fhould pronounce, when
better informed; and, 1n this ftep, he feemed yet
to refped the dignity and authority of the bifhop
of Rome [s]. But Lro X., on the other hand,
let loofe the reins to ambition and defpotifm, and
carried things to the utmoft exuemity ; for, in the
month of November, this fame year, he publifhed
a fpecial edi&t, commanding his ipiritual fubjects

{1 The imperious and imprudent mannerinwhich Cajeran
behaved towards Lurnig was highly diapproved of even at
the court of Reme, as appears, among other teflimonies, from
Pavio Sarre1’s Hiffory of the Conncid of Trent, book L. p. 22.
The condu@t of Cajeran is defended by kcmarp, in his
Scriptor, Ord. Predicator. tom. ii, p. 15. but with litle pru-
dence, and lefs argument. The trath of the matter is, that
the court of Rome, and its unthmking {overcign, were not lefs
culpable than CajeT AN in the whole of this tranfaétion. Since
they might eafily forefee, that a Dominican legate was of all
others the moft vnlikely to treat Lyt rer with moderation and
impartiality, and confequently the moft Fnproper to reconcild
matters,

[s] See B. Curisr. Frap. Bornert Difl de Colloguso Lu-
ther: cum Cajesans. Leipf. 1722, in 4t0.~ Var. Ern. Los-
cHER deia et Documenta Rejormat. tom. i, cap. xi. P. 433
opp. Lutheri, tom. xxiv. p. 4¢9.
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to acknowledge his power of delivering from all the
punifbments due to fin and tranfzreffion of every
kind. As foonas LuTHER received information of
this inconfiderate and violent meafure, he per-
ceived, plainly, that it would be impoffible for
him to bring the court of Rome to any reafonable
terms; he therefore repaired to Wittemburg, and,
on. the 28th of November, appealed fiom the
pontif to a general council.

VIII. In the mean ume, the Roman pontif
became fenfible of the imprudence he had been
guiliy of in entiufting CajLran with fuch a com-
miffion, and endeavoured to mend the matter by
employing a man of more candour and impartia-
lity, and betrer acquainted with bufinefs, in order
to fupprefs the rebellion of LuTsEer, and to en-
gage that 1eformer to fubmiffion and obedience.
‘I his new legate was CrarLES MiLTiTZ, a Saxon
knight, who belonged to the cowmt of Lro X.,
and whofe lay charalter expofed him lefs to the
prejudices that arife from a fpitit of party, than if
he had been clothed with the fplendid purple, or
the monaftic frack. He was alfo a perfon of great
prudence, penetration, and dextenty, and every
way quahficd for the execution of fuch a nice and
critical commiffion as this was. Lzo, therefore,
fent him into Saxony to prefent to FrEpERICK the
golden confeciated rofe (which the pontifs are
ufed to beftow, as a peculiar mark of diftinion,
on thofe princes, for whom they have, or think
proper to profefs, an uncominon friendthip and
efteem), and to treat with Luruer, not only
about finithing his controverfy with TrTzeL, but
alfo concerning the methods of bringing about a
reconciliation between him and the court of
Rome. Nor, indeed, were the negotiations of thig
prudent minifter entirely uafuccefsful ; for, in his
firft conference with LuTHER, at dltenburg, in the
year 1519, he carried matters fo far as to Perfuade

him\
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him to write a fubmiffive letter to Leo X ., promifing ¢ £ N T,

o XV
to obferve a profound filence upon the matters in ¢ *VI

debate, provided that the fame obligation fhould
be impofed upon his adverfaries. This fame year,
in the month of O&ober, MivLTiTZ had 2 fecond
conference with LLuTHER in the caftle of Leiben-
werd, and a third the year following, at Lichten-
berg [#]. Thefe meetings, which were recipro-
cally condufted with moderation and decency,
gave great hopes of an approaching reconcilia-
tion; nor were thefe hopes ill founded [«]. But
the violent proceedings of the enemies of LiuTHer,
and the arrogant fpirit, as well as unaccountable
iroprudence, of the court of Rome, blafted thefe
fair expeations, and kindled anew the flames of
difcord.

i [w] IX. It was fufficient barely to mention
the meafures taken by Cajeran to draw LurtHer
anew under the papal yoke; becaufe thefe mea-
fures were, indeed, nothing more than the wild
fuggeftions of fuperftition and tyranny, main-
tained and avowed with the moft frontlefs impu-
dence. A man, who began by commanding the
reformer to renounce his errors, to believe, and
that upon the diftates of mere authoiity, that one
diop of Chriff’s blood, being [fufficient to redeem rthe

{#] See B. Curist. Frip.B. The records, relatifig to the
embafly of MirT1T2, were firlt publithed by Ern.SarLoMon
Cyprianus,indddit. ad WiLn . Ern.TEnzer11 Hiffor. Re-

Sormat. tom. 1, ii.— As alfoby Var.Ern. LoscHERUS, in his
AZa Reformat. tom. ii. ¢. xvi. & tom. 1. cap. i1.

{«] In the year 1519, Leo X. wrote to Lu ruF r in the fofteft
and moft pacific terms. From this remarhable letter (which
was publithed in the year 1742, by Loscurrvus, ina Ger-
man work, intituled, Unfehuld Nack11&) it appears, that at
the court of Reme they looked upon a reconciliation between
LuTusr and the pontif as certain and near at hand.

' £ [aw] This whole pinth feétion 19 added to Dr. Mosugim’s
work by the tranflator, who thought that this part of LuTnEeRr’s
hlﬁory deferved to be related in a more circumftantial manner,

than it is ja the original.
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C.E N T, whole buman race, the remaining quantity, that was
s v foed in the garden and upon the crofs, was left as a
; degacy to the church, to be a treafure from whence
indulgences were to be drawn and admirifiered by the
Roman pontifs [x]: fuch a man was nor to be
reafoned with. But MiLTiTZ proceeded in quite
another manner, and his confeiences with the
Saxon reformer are worthy of attertion. He was
ordered, indced, to demand of the eleftor, that
he would either oblige LuuTHER to renounce the
doétrines he had hitherto maintained, or, that he
would withdraw from him his protz&ion and fa-
vour. But, perceiving that he was recetved by
the eletor with a degiee of coldnefs that bordered
upon contempt, and that LuTHer’s credit and
caufe weie too far advanced to be deftroyed by
the cfforts of mere authority, he had recourfe to
gentler methods. He loaded Trrzer with the
bittereft reproaches, on account of the irregular
and {uperftitious means he had employed for pro-
motiug the fale of indulgences, and attributed to
this miferable wretch all the abufes that Lutrir
had complained of. Terzce, on the other hand,
burthened with the iniquities of Rome, tormented
with a confcioufnefs of his own injuftice and ex-
toruons, ftung with the opprobrious cenfures of
the new legate, and feeing himfelf equally de-
fp:fed and abhorred by both parties, died of grief
and defpair [ y]. This incendiary being facrificed
ag a victim to cover the Roman pontit from re-

t& [«] Such, among others fhll more abfurd, were the ex-
expreflions of CajET AN, which he borrowed from one of the
Decretals of CLEvent VI called (and that juftly for more
than ore reafon) Earravagants.

i3 [y] Luracr was fo affe@ted by the agontes of defpair
under which Terzey laboured, that he wrote him a pathetic
letter of confu'ation, which however produced no effet. His
infamy was perpetoated by a picture, placed in the church of
Piyna, in which he is reprefented fitting on an afs, and felling
mdulgences.

8 proach,
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proach, MiLTiTz entered into a particular con-
verfation with LuTuzeRr, at Altenburg, and, with-
out pretending to juftify the fcandalous traffic in
queftion, required only, that he would acknow-
ledge the four following things: ¢ 1, That
« the people had been feduced by falfe notions of
« induigences: 2dly, That he (Luraer) had
¢« been the caufe of that feduttion, by reprefent-
« jng indulgences as much more heinous than
<« they really were: 3dly, That the odious con-
« dué of I'erzeL alone had given occafion to
«¢ thefe reprefentations : and 4¢bly, That, though
« the avarice of ALsrrT, archbithop of Menrz,
¢« had fet on TerzLL, yet that this rapacious tax-
¢« gatherer had exceeded by far the bounds of his
¢« commiffion.” Thefe piopofals were accom-
panied with many foothing words, with pompous
encomiums on LuTAIR’s charadter, capacity, and
talents, and with the fofteft and moft pathetic
expoftulations in favour of union and concord in
an affli&ed and divided church, all which MiL-
tITZ joined together with the greateft dexterity
and addicfs, in order to touch and difarm the
Saxon reformer. Nor were his mild and infinua-
ting methods of negociating without effeét; and
it was upon this occafion that LurHEr made fub-
miffions which fhewed that his views were not,
as yet, very extenfive, his former prejudices en-
tirely expelled, or his reforming principles ftea-
dily fixed. For he not only offered to obferve a
profound filence for the future with refpeét to in-
dulgences, provjded the fame condition were im-
pofed on his adverfaries; he weat much farther;
he propofed writing an humble and fubmiffive let-
ter to the pope, acknowledging that he had car-
ried his zeal and animofity too tar; and fuch a
letter he wrote fome time after the conferenceat
Altenburg [z]. He even confented to publith a
£ [z] This letter was dated the 13th of March, 1519,

about two months after the conference of Alrenburg.
circular
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€ E N T. circular letier, exhorting all his difciples and fol-

XvI,
Szc.

1. lowers 1o reverence and obey the dictates of the

holy Roman church. He declared, that his only
intention, in the writings he had compofed, was
to brand with infamy thofe emiffaries who abufed
its authority, and employed its protetion as a
mafk to cover their abominable and impious
frauds. It is true, indeed, that amidft thofe
weak fubmiffions which the impartial demands of
hiftorical truth oblige us to relate, there was, pro-
perly fpeaking, no retraction of his former tenets,
nor the fmalleft degree of reipect fhewn to the in-
famous traffic of indulgences. Neverthelefs, the
pretended majefty of the Roman church, and the
authority of the Roman pontif, were treated by
Lutugr in this tranfaétion, and in his letter to
Lo, in 2 manner that could not naturally have
been expeéted from a man who had already ap-
pealed from the pope toa general council.

Had the court of Rome been prudent enough to
have accepted of the fubmiffion made by LurtHrr,
they would have almoft nipped in the bud the caufe
of the reformation, or would, at leaft, have con-
fiderably retarded its growth and progrefs. Hav-
ing ganed over the head, the members would,
with greater facility, have been reduced to obe-
dience. But the flaming and exceflive zeal of
fome inconfliderate bigots renewed, happily for
the truth, the divifions, which were fo near being
healed, and, by animating both LutnEr and his
followers to look deeper into the enormities that
prevailed in the papal hierarchy, promoted the
principles, and augmented the fpirit, which pro-
duced, atlength, the bleffed [4] reformation.

+One

5 [2] See, for an ample account of Lurnzr’s conferences
with Mi1LT1TZ, the incomparable work of SECKENDORF, in-
tituled, Commentar. Hiftor. dpologet. de Lutheramfins, five de Re-

Jormatione Religionis, &c. in which the fads relating to LuTugs
and the Reformation are deduced from the moft precious and
authentig
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X. One of the circumftances that contributed
principally, at leaft by its confequences, to render.
the cmbafly of Mivtitz ineffeétual for the refto-
ration of peace, was a famous controverfy of an
incidental nature that was carried on at Leipfic,
fome wecks fucceflively, in the year 1519 [4].
A do&or named Eckirus, who was one of the moft
eminent and zealous champions /in the papal
caufe, happened to differ widely from Carvo-
sTADT, the colleague and companion of LutHEr,
in his {cnttiments concerning Free-will, The re-
fult ot this variety in opinion was eafy to be fore-
feen. The military genius of our anceftors had
fo far infected the fchools of learning, that diffe-
rences in points of religion or literature, when
they grew to a certain degree of warmth and aui-
mofity, were decided, like the quarrels of valiant
knights, by a fingle combat, Some famous uni-
verfity was pitched upon as the field of bactle,
while the re¢tor and profeffors beheld the conteft,
and proclaimed the victory. Eckius, therefore,
in compliance with the fpiiit of this fighting age,
challenged CarrosTanT, and even LuTheR him-
feif, againft whom he had already drawn his pen,
to try the force of his theological arms. The
challenge was accepted, the day appointed, and
the three champions appeared in the field. The
firft confli® was between CarrLosTapr and

avthentic manuferipts and records, contained in the library of
Saxe-Gatha, and in other learned and princely collections, and
in which the frauds and falichoods of Ma1MBOURG’s Hiflory of
Lutheranyfin are fully dete@ed and refuted.—As to M1LT17Z,
his fate was unhappy. His moderation (which nothing but the
blind zeal of fome furious manks could have hindered from
being eminently ferviceable to the caufe of Rome) was repre-
fentedby Ecx 1uss, as fomething worfe thunindifference about the
fuccgfs of his commiffion; and, after feveral marks of negle&t
rveceived from the pontif, he had the misfortune to lofe his life
mpafling the Rbiue at Mentz.

[6] Thefe difputes commenced on the 2z5th of June, and
ended on the 1 _sth of July following.

Eckiys
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cE ¥ 7. Eckrus concerning the powers and freedom of

VI,
SxcvT. L

~the human will [1; it was carried on in the caftle
of Pleiffenburg, in prefence of a numerous and
fplendid audicnce, and was followsd by a difpute
between [Lyruer and Eckius concerning the au-
thority and tupremacy of the Roman pontif. This
fareer Coneroverfy, which clie prefene ficuacion of
affairs rendered fingularly nice aad critical, was
left undecided. Hoffinan, at that time reéor of
the univerﬁ:y of Leirfic, and who had been alfo
appointed judge of the arguments alleged on
both fides, refufed to declare to whom the victo-
ry belonged ; fo that the decifion of this matter
was refefred to the univeifities of Paris and Er-
Jurt [dY}. In the nean time, one of the imme-
diate eflt@s of this difpute was a vifible increafe of
the bitternefs and enmity which Fexrus had con-
ceved aeainft Lurarn; for from this very pe-
riod he breathed nothing but fury againt the
Saxon veformer [e], whom he marked out as a

vi&im

€ [c] This controver(y turned upon liderty, confidered not
ina Ph.‘k’fop‘nical, but in atheological fenfe. It was rather a
difpute €oncerning pezver than concerning lberty. Carzno-
"STADT maintained, that, fince the fall of man, our natuwal
hiberty s ot ftrong enough to condu¢t us to what is goed,
without the intervention of divine grace. Ecxius afferted,
O O Cingrary, hac our pacaral foerey co-operaced witd Ji-
vine grace, and that it was in the power of man to ‘confent
to the diy,ne impulle, or to rcQiftit. The former attributed
al 10 Gog 5 the latter divided the merit of virtue between God
and the treature. The modern Larferans have almoft univer.
fally abandoaed the fentimenrs of CarL0STanT .

{#] There is an ample account of this diipate at Leipfiec
given by Var, Exn. Loscesrus, in his 4eta ef Documenta
Reformativgic, tom. 11, c. vit. p- 203.

3 [} This was one proof thar the iffue of the controverfy
Wm0t g his favour. The viftor, in any combat, is gene-
rally 200 full of fatisfadtion and felf-complacency, to feel the
emunas of fary and vengeance, which feldom arife but frem
dilapoointment and defeat.  There is even an infolent kind of
clemency tnat arifes from an eminent and palpable fuperiori-
ty. This indeed Ecxius had no opportunity of exercifing,

Lursen
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vi€tim to his vengeance, without confidering, ¢ E N T,
that the meafures he took for the deftrution of ¢ X'} |
Luruacr, muft have a moft pernicious influence —
upon the caufe of the Roman pontif, by foment-
ing the prefent divifions, and thus contributing to
the progréfs of the reformation, as was really the
cafe [e]. .

X1I. Among the fpectators of this ecclefiaftical phitip Me-
combat was PrriLip MEeLancrHON, at that time, 12t
profefior of Greek at Wittemberg, who had not, as
yet, been involved in thefe divifions (as indeed
the mildnefs of his temper and his elegant tafte
for polite literature rendered him averfe from
difputes of this nature), though he was the intimate
frtend of Lurher, and approved his defign of
delivering the pure and primitive fcience of theo-
logy ftom the darknefs and fubtilty of fcholaftic
jJargon [ f]. Asthis eminent man was one of thofe,
whom this difpute with Eckius convinced of the
excellence of LuTHER's caule; as he was, more-

Luruer demonftrated, in this conference, that the church of
Roime, in the carlier ages, had never been acknowledged as
fuperior to other churches, and combated the pretenl%ons of
that church and its bifhop, from the teftimony of feripture,
the authoiity of the fathers, and the beft ecclefiaftical hifto-
rians, and even from the decrees of the council of Neee 5 while
all the arguments of Eck1us were derived from the fpunous
and infipid Decrerals, which were fcarcely of 400 years ftands
ing. See SEckENDORFF’s Hif. of Lutherani/m.

% [¢] 1t may be obferved here, that, before LuTHER s at-
tack upon the ftore-houfe of indulgences, Ecxius was his in-
timate friend. Eck1usmaft certainly been uncommonly unwor-
thy, fince even the mild and gentle MEL AN cTHON reprefents
him as an wbuman perfecutor, a fopbeft, and a knave, who main-
tained doltrines contrary to his belief and againft his con-
fcience.  See the learned Dr. JorTiN’s Life of Erafinus, vol.
ii. p. 713; fee alfo ViTus’s account of the death of Eckrvs
in SeckenporrFr, lib, iii. p. 468 ; and in the Scholia ad Ina
#icem 1 Hift. of the fame book, No. xxi11.

] See MerLaxcTHON’s Letter concerning the conference
at Leigfic, in Loscuer’s A4a et Documenta Reformationisy
tom. iil. cap. viii, p. 215 ; as zlfo in the Wirremberg cdition of
Lurazr’s Works, vol. i. p. 336,

over,
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€ E N T. over, one of the illuftrious and refpetable inftrus

.

Srcr.

;. ments of the Reformation; it may not be im-

proper to give fome account here of the talents
and virtues that have rendered his name immortal.
His greateft enemies have borne teftimony to his
merit. They have beén forced to acknowledge,
that the annals of antiquity exhibit very few
worthies that may be compared wich him; whether
we confider the extent of his knowledge in things
human and divine, the fertility and elegance of
his genius, the facility and quicknefs of his com-
prehenfion, or the uninterrupted induftry that at-
tended his learned and theological labours. He
rendered to philofophy and the liberal arts the
fame eminent fervice that Lutuer had done to
religion, by purging them from the drofs with
which they had been corrupted, and by recom-
mending them, in a poweiful and perfuafive
manner, to the ftudy of the Germans. He had
the rare talent of difcerning truth in all ice moft
intricate connexions and combinations, of com-
prehending at once the moft abftra& notions, and
exprefling them with the utmoft perfpicuity and
eafe. And he applied this happy talent 1 religious
difquifitions with fuch unparalleled fuccefs, that
it may fafely be aflirmed, that the caufe of true
Chriftianity derived from the learning and genius
of MeLancrroN more fignal advantages, and a
more effeClval fupporr, than it received fiom any
of the other doltors of the age. His love of peace
and concord, which was partly owing to the
fweetnefs of his natural temper, made him defire
with ardour that a reformanion might be effeCted
without producing a fchifm in the church, and
that the external communion of the contending
parties might be preferved uninterrupted and
entire. This {pirit of mildnefs and charity, car-
ried perhaps too far, led him fometimes to make
concellions that were neither confitent with pru-

dence,
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*
dence, nor advantageous to the caufe in which he ¢ g'n 1,

was engaged. It is however certain, that he gave ¢,

no quarter to thofe more dangerous and momen-
tous errors that reigned in the church of Rome;
but maintained, on the contrary, that their extir-
pation was eflentially neceffary, in order to the re-
ftoration of true religion. In the natural com-
plexion of this great man there was fomething
foft, umorous, and yielding. Hence arofe a
certain diffidence of himfelf, that not only made
him examine things with the greateft attention and
care, before he refolved upon any meafure, but
alfo filled him with uneafy apprehenfions where
there was no danger, and made hins fear even
things that, in reality, could never happen. And
yet, on the other hand, when the hour of real
danger approached, when things bore a formida-
ble afpect, and the caufe of religion was in immi-
nent peril, then this rimorous man was converted,
all at once, into an intrepid hero, looked danger
in the face with unfhaken conftancy, and oppofed
his adverfaries with invincible forticude.  All this
thews, that the force of truth and the power of
principle had diminithed the weakneffes and
defelts of MELaNcTHON’s natural charaéter with-
out entirely removing them. Had his fortitude
been more uniform and fteady, his defire of re-
concihng all interefts and pleafing all parties
lels vehement and exceflive, his triumph over the
fuperttitions imbibed in his infancy more com-
plete [¢], he muft defeivedly have been confi-
dered as one of the greateft among men [£].

XII. While

¥ [¢] By this, no doubt, Dr. Mos. 71n means the cre-
ulity this great man difcovered with reipec. to prodigies and
dreams, and his having been fomewhat additted to the pre-
tended faience of aftrology. See ScHuLboaNiI dmamt. Hiff,

Lcclef, 1t Lit. vol. it. p. 6og.
{41 We havea Life of MELANCT HON, writienby JoacH1x
LaMEraRIVS, which has already gone throeglh feveral edin
tions,

Xvi.
et Lo
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c%{g"r: XII. While the credit and authority of the
secr 1 Roman pontif were thus upon the dechine in
— Germany, they received a mortal wound in
Treorilin | Switzerland from Urric ZwviNcLE, a canon of
formationin Zurich, whofe extenfive learning and uncommon
z‘,,‘;:z”' fagacity were accompanied with the moft heroic
intrepidity and refolution [7]. It muft evenr be
acknowledged [£], that this eminent man had
perceived fome rays of the truth befoie Lurner

came to an open rupture with the church of

tions. But a more accurate account of this illaftrious reformer,
compofed by a prudent, imparual, and well informwed bio-
giapher, as alfo a compicte collethon of his #or 45, would be
aa mefhimable prefent to tne republic of letters.

€5 [:] The tranflator has added, to the portrait of
Zvuincre, the quality of keroic mtrepidity, bezaufe it was a

redominant and remarkable part of the chualter of this
Mluftrions reformer, whofe leatning and fortitude, tempered
by the greateft modeiation, rendered him pethaps beyond
comparifon the brighteft crnament of the proteffant caufe.

£ {4] Ow learned hiflorian does vot {eem to acknowledge
this with pleafure, as the Germans and Swifs contend about
the honour of having given the firft overtuies towards the Re-
fermaton.  If, however, truth has obliged him to m ke this
acknowledgment, he has accompanied 1t with fome modifica-
tions, that are more artful than accurate. He fays, * that
Zvuincyis had percerved fome rays of the tinth Fefore LuTHER
bad come to an open rupture,”> &c. to make us imagine that
Luraer might have feen the truth long before that roptare
happened, and confequently as foon as ZvincrLe. Butitis
well known, that the latter, from nis early years, had been
fhocked at {cveral of the fuperflitions pradtices of the church
of Rome: that {o carly as the year 4516 *, he had begun to
explain the feriptures to the people, and to cenfure, though
with great prudence and moderation, the errors of a corrupt
church ; and that he had very noble and extenfive ideas of a
general reformation, at the very time that L rasr retained
almoft the whole fyflem of popery, indulgences excepted.
Lutruer proceeded very flowly to that exemption from the
prejudices of edugation, which Zvincyre, by the force of an
adventurous genius, and an urcommon degree of knowledge
and penctration, eafily got rid of.

® Rucnarnt, Hif. de la Reformation en Suiffe. Zuincrir Opp, toms ie
Pe 7+ Nouveaw Difion, vol,iv, pa 866. Durawp, Hif. du xvi, Saccle, tom, i,
P 8, &ci Jurinu, Apelogic powr les Reformaseurs, &, pastie L ps 319

Rome
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Rome. He was however aftcrvgards ftill farther cEN T
animated by the example, and inftructed by the s,ﬁ',' L
writings of the Saxon reformer; and thus his zea}

for the good caufe acquired new ftrength and
vigour. For he not only explained the fycred
writings in his public difcaurfes to the people [
but alfo gave in the year 1519, a fignal proof of
his courage, by oppofing, with the greatqﬁ refolu-
tion and fuccefs, the miniftry of a certain JItalian
monk, whofe name was Samson, and who was
carrying on, in Switzerland, the impious traffic
of Indulgences with the fame impudence that
Terzer had done in Germany [m]. This was the
firft remarkable event that prepared the way for
the reformation among the Helvetic cantons,” In
procefs of time, ZuiNcGLE purfued with fteadinefs
and refolution the defign that he had begun with
fuch courage and fuccefs. His noble efforts were
feconded by fome other learned men, educated in
Germany, who became his colleagues and the com-
panions of his labours, and who jointly With him
fucceeded fo far in removing the credulity of a
deluded people, that the pope’s fupremacy was
rejected and denied in the greateft part of Sw;jzzer-
land. 1t is indeed to be obferved, that Zuiygrg
did not always ufe the fame methods of converfion
that were employed by LuTser ; nor, upan par-

€7 [/] This again is inaccurate. It appears from the pre-
ceding note, and trom the moft authentic records of hiftory,
that %um arLE had explained the feriptures to the people, and
called in queftion the authority and fupremacy of the pope,
before the name of LuTuer was known in Sawuzerlang, Be.
fides, inftead of receiving inftru@ion from the German re-
former, he was much his fuperior in learning, capacity, and
jadgment, and was much fitter to be his mafter than his difziple,
a!ﬁg?e four volumes, in folio, we have of his works, ab\mda.n'dy
teftify,

[m] See Jo.Henr. Horrincert Hif. Ecclefe Hujyer.
tom u.1b. vi. p, 28.~RucraT, Hiftorre de la Reformapion en
Sufe, om, i. hvr. 1. p. 4~06.~GERDES, Hiffor. Renopan
Ewangelu, tom, . p. 228, ’

VoL, IV. E ticular
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¢ £.N 7. ticular occafions, did he difcountenance the ufe of
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violent meafures againft fuch as adhered with ob-
flinacy to the f{uperftitions of their anceftors. He
is alfo faid to have attributed to the civil magif-
trate, fuch an extenfive power in ecclefiaftical af-
faits, as is quite inconfiftent with the effence and
genius of religion. Bur, upon the whole, even
envy itfelf muft acknowledge, that his intentions
were upright, and his defigns worthy of the higheft
approbation. N

XIIIL. In the mean time, the religious diffen-
fions in Germany increafed, inftead of diminifhing,.
For while MiLTitz was treating with LuTHER In
Saxony, in fuch a mild and prudent manner as
offered the faireft profpect of an approaching ac-
commodation, Eckrvs, inflamed with refentment
and fury on account of his defeat ac Leipfiec, re-
paired with the utmoft precipitation to Rome, to
accomphith, as he imagined, the ruin of LuTser.
There, entering 1nto a league with the Domini-
cans, who were in high credit at the papal court,
and more efpecially with their two zealous patrons,
Dz Prierio and Cajeran, he earneftly entreated
L.eo X. to level the thunder of his anathemas at
the head of LurHer, and to exclude him from
the communion of the church. The Dominicans,
defirous of revenging the affront that, in their opi-
nion, their whole order had received by LuTner’s
treatment of their brother TerzrL, and their pa-
tron Cajeran, feconded the futious efforts of
"Eckrus againft the Saxon reformer, and ufed their
utmoft endeavours to have his requeft granted.
The pontif, overcome by the importunity of thefe
pernicious counfellors, imprudently iffued {#] out
a bull aganft LuTHer, dated the 15th of June,

1520,
{#] The wifet and bef part of the Roman-catholics ac-

knowledge, that Leo X, was chaigeabte with the moft culpa-~
bie imprudeace in this rath and violent method of proceeding.

See
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1520, in which forty-one pretended herefies,
extrafted from his writings, were folemnly con-
demned, his writings ordered to be publicly burnt,
and in which he was again fummoned, on pain of
excommunication, to confefs and retraét his pre-
tended errors within the fpace of fixty days, and
to caft himfelf upon the clemency and mercy of
the pontif.

XIV. As foon as the account of this rafh fen-
tence, pronounced from the papal chair, was
brought to LuTHER, he thought it was high time
to confult both his prefent defence and his fu-
ture fecurity; and the firft ftep he took for this
purpofe, was the renewal of his appeal from the
fentence of the Roman pontif, to the more re-
fpettable decifion of a general council. But as he
fgrefaw that this appeal would be treated with
contempt at the court of Rome, and that when the
time prefcribed for his recantation was elapfed,
the thunder of excommunication would be le-
velled at his devoted head, he judged it prudent to
withdraw himfelf voluntarily from the commu-
nion of the church of Rome, before he was obliged
to leave it by force; and thus to render this new
bull of ejetion a blow in the air, an exerrife of
authority without any objet to aé upon. At the
fame time, he was refolved to execute this wife
refolution in a public manner, that his voluntary
retreat from the communion of a corrupt and fu-

Bee a Differtation of the learned Jou~ Freperick Mavrr,
De Pontificus Leonzs X, proceffum adwerfus Lutherum smprobantibus,
which is part of a work he publithed at Hamburg, in 4to, in the
year 1608, under this fingular title : Ecclefia Romana Refirma-
tromes Lutherane patrona et cliens. There were feveral wife and
thinking perfons at this time about the Roman ponuf, who de-
¢lared openly, without the leatt ceremony, their difapprobation
9{‘ the violent courfets of Ecx1us and the Domsicans; and gave
it a3 their opinion, that it was both prudent and juft to wait for
the iffue of the conferences of M1 172 with LurHER, before
fuch forcible meafgres were employed.
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gg’gsitious church might be univerfally known,
re the lordly ponuf had prepared his ghoftly
thunder. With this view, on the 1oth of De-
cember, in the year 1520, he had a pile of wood
erected without the walls of the city [], and there,
in prefence of a prodigious multitude of people of
all ranks and orders, he committed to the flames
both the &x// that had been publithed againft him,
and the decretals and canons relating to the pope’s
fupreme jurifdi¢tion. By this he declared to the
world, that he was no longer a fubjet of the
Roman pontif; and that, of confequence, the
fentence of excommunication againft him, which
was daily expected from Rome, was entirely fuper-
fluous and infignificant. For the man who pub-
licly commits to the flames the code that contains
the faws of his fcvereign, fhews thereby that he
has no longer any refpect for his government, nor
any defign to fubmit to his authority; and the
man who voluntarily withdraws himfelf from any
fociety, cannot, with any appearance of reafon
or common fenfe, be afterwards_foicibly and au-
thoritatively excluded from it. It is not impro-
bable, that Luruer was direfted, in this cnocal
meafure, by perfons well fkilled in the law, who
are generally dextrous in furnithing a perplexed
client with nice diftinctions and plaufible evafions,
Be that as it may, he feparated himfelf only from
the church of Rome, which confiders the pope as
infallible, and not from the church, confidered
in_a more extenfive fenfe; for he fubmitted to the
decifion of the univerfal church, when that decifion
fhould be given in a general council lawfully:
aflembled. When this judicious diftin&tion is
confidered, it will not appear at all furprfing,
that many, even of the Roman catholics, who
weighed matters with a certain degree of impar-
tiality and wifdom, and were zealous for the main-

[¢] Of Wattemberg,
tenance
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tenance of the liberties of Germany, juftified this
bold refolution of Lutuer [¢]. In lefs than a
month after this noble and important ftep had been
taken by the Saxon reformer, a fecond Zull was
iffued out againft him, on the 6th of January, 1521,
by which he was expelled from the communion
of the church, for having infulted the majefty,
and difowned the fupremacy, of the Roman
pontif [p]. .

XV. Such iniquitous laws, enacted againft the
perfon and do&rine of LurHer, produced an
effet different from what was expetted by the
imperious pontif. Inftead of intimidating this
bold reformer, they led him to form the project
of founding a church upon principles entirely
oppofite to thofe of Rome, and to eftablith, in it,
a fyftem of doftrine and ecclefiaftical difcipline,
agreeable to the fpirit and precepts of the Gofpel
of truth. This, indeed, was the only refource
Luraer had left him; for to fubmit to the orders
of a cruel and infolent enemy, would have been
the greateft degree of imprudence imaginable;
and to embrace, anew, errors that he had rejected
with a juft indignation, and expnfed with the
cleareft evidence, would have difcovered a want of
integrity and principle, worthy only of the moft

¢ [o] This judicious diftintion has not been fuffiliently
attended to, and the Romanifts, fome through artifice, others
through ignorance, have confounded the papacy with the
ta{bnlxc church; though they be, in reality, wwo different
things. The papacy indeed, by the ambitious dexterity of the
Roman pontifs, incorporated itfelf by degrees into the church ;
but it was a prepofterous {upplement, and was really as foreign
to 1ts genuine conflitution, as a new citade! ereted, by a fuccefl-
ful ufurper, would be to an ancient ity LuTsEr fet out and
ated upon this diftinétion ; he went out of the citadel, but he
me2nt to remain in the city,and, like a good patsiot, defigned to
reform its corrapted, government.

[#] Eoth thefe bulls are to be found in the Bullarium Roma-
rum, and alfo in the learned Prarr’s Hiftor. Theol. Literar.
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abandoned profligate, From this time, therefore,

Src -l; 1. he applied himfelf to the purfuit of the truth with
—— flill more aifidvity and fervour than he had for-

A dier afa
ferr bl  at
W msn
3523,

merly done; nor did he only review with attention,
and confirm by new arguments, what he had hi-
therto taught, but went much beyond it, and made
vigorous attacks upon the main ftrong-hold of po-
pery, the power and jurifdiétion of the Roman pon-
tif, which he overturned from its very foundation,
In this noble undertaking he was feconded by
many learned and pious men, in various parts of
Lurope, by thofe of the profeffurs of the academy
of Wittemberg, who had adopted his principles ;
and in a2 more efpecial manner by the celebrated
Mrrancrron. And as the fame of LuTuEr’s
wifdom and MEeLancTuaon’s learning had filled
that academy with an incredible number of ftu-
dents, who flocked to it from all parts, this happy
circumftance propagated the principles of the Re-
formation with an amazing rapidity through all the
rountries of Eurape [¢].

X VI. Not Jong after the commencement of thefe
divifiens, MaximiLian 1. had departed this life,
and his grandfon Cuarves V., king of §pain, had
fucceeded him in the empire in the year 1519,
Lro X, {eized this new occafion of venting and
executing his vengeance, by putting the new em-
perot in mind of his charaéter as advocate and de-
Jender of the church, and demanding the exemplary
punithment of Luruer, who had rebelled againft
its facred laws and inftitutions. On the other hand,
Freperick the /e employed his credit with
CuarLes to prevent the pnblication of any un-
jult edict againft this reformer, and to have his
caufe tried by the canons of the Germanic church,

f4] There is a particular account of the rapid progrefs of
the reformation in Germany given by the learned M. DawvizL
Gerpes, profeffor at Gromingen, in his Hiforsa renovati Evan-

gebi, tom. H.
2 and
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and the laws of the empire. This requeft was fo
much the more likely to be granted, that Caarwes
was under much greater obligations to FREDERICK,
than to any other of the German princes, as it was
chiefly by his zealous and important fervices that
he had been raifed to the empire, in oppofition
to the pretenfions of fuch a, formidable rival as
Francis 1., king of France. The emperor was
fenfible of his obligations to the worthy elettor,
and was entirely difpofed to fatisfy his demands.
That, however, he might do this without dif-
pleafing the Roman pontif, he refolved that Lu-
tHER fhould be called before the council, that was
to be aflembled at Zrms in the year 1521, and
that his caufe fhould be there publicly heard,
before any final fentence fhould be pronounced
againft him. It may perhaps appear ftrange, and
even inconfiftent with the laws of the church, that
a caufe of a religious nature fhould be examined
and decided in the public diet. But it muft be
confidered, that thefe diets, in which the arch-
bithops, bifhops, and even certain abbots, had
their places, as well as the princes of the empire,
were not only political affemblies, but alfo provin-
cial councils for Germany, to whole jurifdi&ion, by
the ancient canon law, fuch caufes as that of Lu-

THER properly belonged. ‘
XVIL. Lurtstr, therefore, appeared at Worms,
fecured againft the violence of his enemies by a
fafe-condu& from the emperor, and, on the 17th
of April, and the day following, pleaded his caufe
before that grand affembly with the utmoft refolu-
tion and prefence of mind. The united power of
threatenings and entreaties were employed to con-
quer the firmnefs of his purpofe, to engage him to
renounce the propofitions he had hitherto main-
tained, and to bend him to a fubmiffion to the
Roman pontif. But he refufed all this with a
noble obftinacy, and declared folemnly, that he
E 4 would
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c EN T. would neither abandon his opinions, nor change

Xvi
SecT

* 1. his condu@, until he was previoufly convinced, by

s the word of God, or the diates of right reafon,

that his opinions were erroneous, and his conduét
unlawful. When therefore neither promifes nor
threatenings could fhake the conftancy of this mag-
nanimous reformer, he obtained, indeed, from the
emperor the liberty of returning, unmolefted, to
his home ; but after his departure from the diet,
he was condemned by the unanimous fuffrages
both of the emperor and the princes, and was de-
clared an enemy to the holy Roman empire [r].

FRrEDERICK,

&7 [r] This fentence, which was dated the 8:h of May,
1521, was exceflively fevere; and Cuarpes V., whether
through fincere zeal or political cuuning, fhewed himfelf in
this affair an ardent abettar of the papal authority. For in
this ediét the pope is declared the only true judge of the con-
troverfy, in which he was evidently the party coucerned ;
Lurner is declared a member cat off from the church, a fchfma-
#ic, a nororsous and obfinate beretsc 5 the feverelt punithments are
denounced againf thofe, who thall recerve, entertamn, marnram,
or countenance him, ewthcr by ats of hofpitality, by converfa-
tion or wriung ; and all his difciples, adherents, and followers,
are involved in the famc condemnation. Tbhis edié? was, how~
ever, received with the highe®t difapprobation by all wife and
thinking perfons, 1/, becaufe Lurner had been condemned
without being hicard, at Rome, by the college of cardinals, and
afterwards at Worms, where, without either examining or re-
futing his doétrine, he was only defpotically ordered to abandon
and renounce it; 24/, becaufe CHariss V., as emperor,
had not a right to give an authoritative fentence againf the
doftrine of LuTHERr, nor to take for granted the snfallibiliy
of the Roman pontif, before thefe matters were difcuffed and
decided by a general council ; and 34)y, becaufe a confiderable
number of the German princes, who were immediately in-
terelted in this affair, {uch as the eleftors of Colggn, Saxony,
and the Palatinare, and other fovercign princes, had neither
been prefent at the dict, nor examined and approved the edi?;
and that, therefore, at befl, it could only have force in the
territories belonging to the houfe of Aufria, and to fuch of the
princes as had given their confent to-its publication. But after
all, the edi& of Horms produced almoft no effed, not only for
the realons now mentioned, but alfo becaule Cuanres V.,
whofc prefence, authority, and zeal, were necefiary to render

®
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Friperick, who faw the ftorm rifing againft CEN T

. . . RY
Lutuer, ufed the bett precautions to fecure him g ,’,E .

)

from its violence. For this purpofe he fent three ——wm—

or four perfons, in whom he could confide, to
meet him on his return from the diet, in order to
condudt him to a place of fafety. Thefe emiffa-
ries, difguifed by mafks, executed their commiffion
with the utmoft fecrecy and fuccefs. Meeting with
LuTHERr, near Eyfenac, they feized him, and car-
ried him into the caftle of #artenberg, nor, as
fome have imagined upon probable grounds, was
this done without the knowledge of his Imperial
majefty. In this retreat, which he called his Paz-
mos, the Saxon reformer lay concealed during the
fpace of ten months, and employed this involunt
tary leifure in compofitions that were afterwards
ufeful to the world [s].

XVIII. The

it refpeétable, was involved in other affairs of a civil nature,
which he had more at heart. Obliged to pafs fucceflively
into Flanders, England, and Spain, to quell the feditions of his
fubjelts, and to form new alliances againft his great esemy and
rival Francrs 1., he loft fight of the edsc? of Worms, while all
who had any regard to the liberties of the empire and the rights
of the Geymame church treated this edi&t with the higheft in«
dignation, or the utmoft contempt.

& {+] This precaution of the humane and excellent eleftor,
being put in execution the 3d of May, five day? before the
folermn publication of the edi& of Worms, the pope miffed his
blow ; and the adverfaries of LuTacr became doubly odious
to the people in Gesrmany, who, unacquainted with the fcheme
of FREpERICK, and, not knowing what was become of their
favourite reformer, imagined he was imprifoned, or perhaps
deftroyed, by the emiffaries of Rome. In the mean time,
Lurtser lived in peace and quiet in the caftle of Wartenbery,
where he tranflated a great part of the New Tefament into the
German language, and wrote frequent letters to his trufty
friends and intirhates to comfort them under his abfence. Nor
was his confinement here inconfiftent with amafement and re-
laxation; for he enjoved frequently the pleafure of hunting in
company with his keepers, pafling for a country gentleman,
under the name of Yonker George.

@7 If we caft an eye upon the conduftof LuTner, in this
fsft fene of his trials, we fhall find a true fpirit of rational

zeal,
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XVIII. The a&ive fpirit of LuTHER could not,
however, long bear this confinement; he therefore
left his Patmos in the month of March, of the year
¥§22, without the confent, or even the knowledge,
of his patron and protetor FrEDERICK, and re-
paired to Wittemberg. One of the principal mo-
tives that engaged him to take this bold ftep, was
the information he had received of the incon-
fiderate conduct of CarrostapT, and fome other
friends of the Reformation, who had already ex-

zeal, generous probity, and Chriftian fortitude, animating this
reformer. In his behaviour, before and at the diet of Worms,
we obferve thefe qualities thine with a peculiar luftre, and tem-
pered, notwithftanding Lur wer’s warm complexion, with an
unexpected degree of moderation and decent refpe& both for
his civil and ecclefialical fuperiors. When fome of his friends,
informed of the violent defigns of the Roman court, and
alarmed by the x// that had been publithed againft him by the
rafh pontif, advifed him not to expofe his perfon at the diet of
Worms, notwithﬁanding the imperial fafc-conduét (which, in
a fimilar cafe, had not been fufficient to proteét Jou~x Huss
and JErome of Praguc from the perfidy and cruelty ¢f their
enemies), he anfwered with his ufual intrepidity, that awere be
obliged to encounter at Worms as many dewils as tho e svere tiles
upon the boufes of that city, this would not deter bim from his fived
purpofe of appearing theve s that fear, in bis cafe, could be oxly a
Juggeftion of Satan, awho apprehended the approacking ruin of bis.
Aingdom, and who was awilling to avoid a public difeat befin e
Juck a grand afimbly as the diet of Worms. ‘The fire and ob-
fhinacy that appeared in this anfwer feemed to prognoflicate
much warmth and vehemence in Lutaer’s condu@t at the
aflembly before which he was going to appear. But it was
quite otherwife. He expofed with decency and dignity the fu-
perfitious dotrines and praices of the charch of Rome, and the
grievancesthat arofe from the over-grown power of its pontif, and
the abufe that was made of it.  He acknowledged the writings
with which hé was charged, and offered, both with moderation
and humility, to defend their contents. He defired the pope’s
legates and their adherents to hear him, to inform him, to
reafon with him; and folemnly offered, in prefence of the
affembled princes and bithops, to renounce his do@rines, if
they were fhown to be erroneons.  But to all thefe expoftu-
lations he received no other anfwer, than the defpotic dic-
tates of mere authority, attended with injurions and provoking
language,

cited
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cited tumults in Saxomy, and were.alting in a
manner equally prejudicial to the tranquillity of
the flate, and the true interefts of the church,
CarrosTADT, profeflor at Wittemberg, was a man
of confiderable learning, who had pierced the
vell, with which papal arufice and iuperftition
had covered the truth, and, at the inftigation of
Ecki1us, had been excluded with LuTHER from the
communion of the church. His zeal, however,
was intemperate; his plans laid with temerity,
and executed without moderation. During Lu-
THER’s abfence, he threw down and broke the
images of the faints that were placed in the
churches, and inftead of reftraining the vehe-
mence of a fanatical multitude, who had already
begun in fome places to abufe the precious liberty
that was dawning upon them, he encouraged their
ill-timed violence, and led them on to fedition
and mutiny. Lurner oppofed the impetuofity
of this imprudent reformer with the utmoft forti-
tude and dignity, and wifely exhorted him and his
adherents firft to eradicate error from the minds
of the people, before they made war upon its ex-
ternal enfigns in the churches and public places;
fince, the former being once removed, the latter
muft fall of courfe [¢], and fince the deftruétion

' of

t% [#] Dr. Mosnerum’s account of this matter is perhaps
more advantageous to LuTner than the rigorous demands of
hiftorical impartiality will admat of 3 the defels at leaft of the
§reat reformer are here fhaded with art. It is evident from

everal paffages in the writings of LuT B R, that he was by no
means averfe to the ufe of images, but that, on the contrary,
he looked upon them as adapted to excite and animate the de-
votion of the people. But, perhaps the true reafonof LuTHER 'S
dufpleafure at the proceedings of CarLos?anT, was, that he
could not bear to fee another crowned with the glory of exe-
cuting 2 plan which he had laid, and that he was ambitious
of appearing the principal, if not the only, conductor of this
freat work. This is not a mere qonjefture. LuTHEex him-
¢lf has not taken the jeaft pains to congeal this inftance of his

ambition g
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C E N T..0f the latter alone could be attended with rio laft-

Xvi.
Srct. I,

ing fruits. To thefe prudent admonitions this

s excellent reformer added the influence of exampie,

Leo X, fuc-
ceeded by
Adrian VI,
in the year
21522,
Dietof Ny-
semberg.

by applying himfelf with redoubled induftry and
zeal, to his German tranflation of the Holy Scrip-
tures, which he carried on with expedition and fuc-
cefs [«], with the afliftance of fome learned and
pious men, whom he confulted in this great and
wmportant undertaking. The event abundantly
thewed the wifdom of LuTuer’s advice. For the
different parts of this tranflation, being fucceflively
and gradually {pread abroad among the people,-
produced fudden and almoft incredible effeéts, and
extirpated, root and branch, the crroneous prin-
ciples and fuperftitious doftrines of the church of
Rome from the minds of a prodigious number of
perfons.

X1X. While thefe things were tranfalting, Lro
X. departed this life, and was fucceeded in the
pontificate by Aprian VI,) a native of Urrecht.
This pope, who had formerly been precepior to
Cuarves V., and who owed his new dignity to the
good offices of* that prince, was a man of prchity
and candor, who acknowledged ingenuoufly that
the church laboured under the moft fatal dif-

ambition; and it appears evidently in feveral of his letters. On
the other hand, it muft be owned, that CarvrLosT apT was rafh,
violent, and pronc to enthufia{m, as appears by the connexions
he formed afterwards with the fanatical anabaptifts, headed by
Muwzes. His contefls with Lurner about the eacharift, in
which he manifeftly maintained the truth, thall be mentioned in
their proper place.

[#] On this German tranflation of the Bible, which contri-
buted more than all other caufes, taken together, to firengthen
the foundations of the Lutheran church, we have ar intereft-
ing hiftory compofed by Jo. Frip. MayYER, and pablifhed in
#4t0 at Hamburg, in the year 1751, A more ample one, how-
ever, was expedted from the labours of the learned J. M&r.
cu1or KrarT, but his death has difappointed our hopes. See
Jo. Avus. Fasricut Contifohum Latheran. par. I, p. 147. &
par. 1L p. 617.

orders,
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orders, and declared his willingnefs to apply the ce~v 7,

remedies that thould be judged the moft adapted
to heal them {w]. He began his pontificate by
fending a legate to the diet, which was affembled
at Nuremberg in 1522, ,FRA_NCIs CHEREGATO,
the perfon who was iptrufted with this commiffion,
had pofitive orders to demand the fpcedy and vi-
gorous execution of the fentence that had been
pronounced againft Lurner and his followers at
the diet of Worms ; but, at the fame time, he was
authorifed to declare that the pontif was ready to
remove the abufes and grievances that had armed
fuch a formidable enemy againft the fee of Rome.
The princes of the empire, encouraged by this de-
claration on the one hand, and by the abfence of
the emperor, who, at this time, refided in Spain,
on the other, feized this opportunity of propofing
the fummoning a general council in Germany, in
order to deliberate upon the proper methods of
bringing about an univerfal reformarion of the
church. They exhibited, at the fame time, an
hundred articles, containing the heavieft com-
plaints of the injurious treatment the Germans
had hitherto received from the court of Rome, and,
by a public law, prohibited all innovation in re-
ligious matters, until a general council fhould de-
cide what was to be done in an affair of fuch high
moment and importance [x]. As long as the
German princes were unacquainted with, or in-
attentive to, the meafures that were taken in
Saxony for founding a new church in dire& oppo-
fition to that of Rome, they were zealoufly unani-
mous in their endeavoufs to fet bounds to the papal
authority and jurifdiction, which they all looked

‘[-w] See Caspar. BorMaNK1 Adrignus V1., five Analettna
Hlﬁvr:‘ca de Adriano V1. Papa Romano, publithed at Utrechr in
440, in the year 1927,

[x] See Jac. Faip. Grorcit Gravaming Cermanorsum ade
werfus Sedem Romanam, lib. ii. p- 327
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upon as overgrown and enormous; nor were they
at all offended at LuTHEr’s conteft with the Ro-
man pontif, which they confidered as 4 difpute of
a private and perfonal nature.

XX. The good pope Aprmn did not long
enjoy the pleafure of fitting at the head of the
church. He died in the year 1523, and was
fucceeded by CLemENT VII., a man of a referved
charaéter, and prone to artifice [5]. This pontif
fent to the imperial diet at Nuremberg, in the year
1524, a cardinal-legate, named CamrpEcius, whofe
orders, with refpeét to the affairs of LuTHER,
breathed nothing but feverity and violence, and
who inveighed againft the lenity of the German
princes in delaying the execution of the decree of
Woerms, while he carefully avoided the {malleft
mention of the promife Aprian had made to
reform the corruptions of a fuperfhuous church.
The emperor feconded the demands of Campe-
ctus by the orders he fent to his minifter to infift
upon the execution of the fentence which had
been pronounced againft LuTuer and his adhe-
rents at the diet of #orms. The princes of the
erpire, tired out by thefe importunities and re-
monftrances, changed in appearance the law they
had pafled, but confirmed it in reality. For while
they promifed to obferve, as far as was poffible,
the edi€t of Worms, they, at the fame time, re-
newed their demands of a general council, and left
all other matters in difpute to be examined and
decided at the diet that was foon to be affembled
at Spire.  The pope’s legate, on the other hand,
perceiving by thefe proceedings, that the German

inces in general were no enemies to the Re-
?(:rmation, retired to Ratifbon, with the bifhops
and thofe of the princes that adhered to the caufe

(7] See Jac. Ziecrert Hifforia Clemeniis V1L in Jo.
Gxorgiy SCRELHORNIL Amaentates Hiffor, Ecelef. tom. ii.

p- 310.
of
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of Rome, and there drew from them a new de- c e N T,
claration, by which they éngaged themfelves to ¢ XV L
execute rigoroufly the edit of HWorms in their — %
refpeclive dominions.

XXI. While the efforts of LuTHer towards Cul-fade
the reformation of the church were daily crowned g™
with growing fuccefs, and aimoft all the nations
feemed difpofed to open their eyes upon the lighr,
two unhappy occurrences, one of a foreign, and
the other of a domeftic nature, contributed greatly
to retard the progrefs of this falutary and glorious
work. The domeftic, or internal incident, was
a controver{y concerning the manner in which the
body and blood of Chnft were prefent in the eu-
charift, that arofe among thofe whom the Ro-
man pontif had publicly excluded from the com-
munion of the church, and unhappily produced
among the friends of the good caufe the moft
deplorable animofities and divifions. LuTHER
and his followers, though they had rejeéted the
monftrous dotrine of the church of Kome with
reipect to the tranfubffantiation, or change of the
bread and wine into the body and blood of
Curisr, were neverthelefs of opinion, that the
partakers of the Lord’s fupper received, along
with the bread and wine, the real body and bluod
of Chrift. This, in their judgment, was a myf-
tery, which they did not pretend to explain {z].
Carrostapt, who was LuTner’s colleague,
underftood the matter quite otherwife, and his
doltrine, which was afterwards illuftrated and

7 [2] Luruer was not fo modeft as Dr. Mosus1m here
reprefents him. He pretended to explain his do&trine of the real
prefence, abfurd and contradiftory as it was, and uttered much
{enfelefs jargon on this fubje® As in a red-hot iron, fard e,
two diftin®t {ubftances, wsz. 1oz and fire, are united, i is the
body of Cur1st joined with the bread in the eucharift, I men-
tion this miferable comparifon to fhew into what abfurdities the
towering pride of fyRem will often betray men of deep fenfe

and true genius.
confirmed
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confirmed by ZuincLe with much. more inge~
nuity than he had propofed it, amounted to this:
« That the body and blood of Chrift were not
¢ yeally -prefent in the eucharift; and that the
¢ bread and wine were nd mcre than external
« figns, or fymbuls, defigned to excite in the
« minds of Chriftians the remembrance of the
« fufferings and death of the divine Saviour, and
¢ of the benefits which arife from it [2].” This
opinion was embraced by all the friends of the
Reformation in Switzeriand, and by a confider-
able number of its votaries in Germany. On the
other hand, LuTurer maintained his do@rine, in
relation to this point, with the utmoft obftinacy ;
and hence arofe, in the year 1524, a tedious and
vehement controverfy, which, notwithftanding
the zealous endeavours that were ufed to recon-
cile the contending parties, terminated, at length,
in a fatal diviffion between thofe who had em-
barked together in the facred caufe of religion
and liberty.

XXI11, To thefe inteftine divifions were added
the horrors of a civil war, which was the fatal ef-
fect of oppreffion on the one hand, and of enthu-
fiafm on the other; and, by its unhappy confe-
quences, was prejudicial to the caufe and progiefs
of the Reformation. 1In the year 1525, a prodi-

ious multitude of feditious fanatics arofe like a
whirlwind, all of a fudden, in different parts of
Germany, took arms, united their forces, waged war

a1 See Vav. Ern. Loscurry Hyforia motuum inter Lu-
theranss et Reformates, par. L. lib.i. cap.ii. p. 55.—See alfo,
on the other fide of the queftion, Scvrtet’s Jnwaks Evan-
gelu, publithed by Von pEr HarT, in his Hifforia Luter.
Reformat p. 74.—Rup. Hosrinranus, and other reformed
writers, who have treated of the origin and progrefs of this dif-
pute -—- § It appears from this 1eprefentation (which is a juft
one) of the fentiments of ZviINGLE concerning the Holy Sa-
crament of the Lord’s fupper, that they were the fame with
thofe mainta'ned by Bithop Hoapvrey, 1n his Plain Arcount of

the Nature and Lcfign of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. )
4 againft
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againft the laws, the magiftrates, and the empire ¢ ENT.
in general, laid wafte the country w1th_ fire and g, ¢ 1.
fword, and exhibited daily the moft horrid fpetta-
cles of unrelenting barbarity. The greateft part
of this furious and formidable mob was compofed
of peafants and vaffals, who groaned under heavy
burthens, and declared they were no longer able
to bear the defpotic feverity of their chiefs; and
hence this fedition was called the Ruffic war, or
the war of the peafants [#]. But it is alfo certain,
that this motley crowd was intermixed with num-
bers, who joined in this fedition from different
motives, fome impelled by the fuggeftions of
enthufiafm, and others by the profligate and odious
view of rapine and plunder, of mending fortunes
ruined by extravagant and diffolute living. At
the firlt breaking out of this war, it feemed to
have been kindled only by civil and political
views; and agreeable to this is the general tenor
of the Declarations and Manifeffoes that were
publithed by thefe rioters. The claims they
made in thefe papers related to nothing farther
than the diminution of the tafks impofed upon the
Peafants, and to their obtaining a greater meafure
of liberty than they had hitherto enjoyed. Re-
ligion feemed to be out of the queftion; at leaft,
it was not the object of deliberation or debate.
But no fooner had the enthufiaft Munzer [¢]
put himfelf at the head of this outrageous rab-

[4] "Thefe kinds of wars, or commotions, arifing from the
impatience of the Peafants, under the heavy burthens that were
laid ou them, were very common long before the time of Lu-
THER. Hence the author of the Danifh Chromcle (publithed
by the learned Lupewic, in the ninth volume of his Relig.
MStorum, p. 59.) calls thefe infurre®ions a commen ewil. This
will not appear furprifing to fuch as confiaer, that in mot places

the condition of the peatunts was much more intolerable and

grievous before the reformation, than it is in cur times; and
that the tyranny and cruelty of the nobility, before that happy
period, were exceflive and infapportable,

[c] Or Muwsrer, as fome call him.

Vou. 1V, F ble,
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by the inftigation of this man, who had deceived
numbers before this time by his pretended vifions
and infpirations, the civil commections in Saxony
and Thurimgia were foon directed towards a new
obje@, and were turned into a religious war,
The fentiments, however, of this feditious and dif-
folute multitude were greatly divided, and their
demands were very different. One part of them
pleaded for an exemption from all laws, a licen-~
tious immunity from every fort of government;
another, lefs outrageous and extravagant, confined
their demands to a diminution of the taxes they
were forced to pay, and of the burthens under
which they groaned [4]; another infifted upon a
new form of religious doétrine, government, and
worfhip, upon the eflablithment of a pure and un-
fpotted church, and, to add weight to this de-
mand, pretended, that it was fuggefted by the
Holy Ghoft, with which they were divinely and
miraculoufly infpired; while a very confiderable
part of this furious rabble were without any dif-
tinét view or any fixed purpofe at all, but, infected
with the contagious {pirit of fedition, and exaf-
perated by the feverity of their magiltrates and
rulers, went on headlong, without refle&tion or
forefight, into every alt of violence and cruelty
which rebellion and enthufiafim could fuggeft.
So that, if it cannot be denied that many of thele
rioters had perverfely mifunderflood the do&rine
of Luruer concerning Chriftian liberty, and took
occafion from thence of committing the diforders
that rendered them fo juftly odious, yet, on the
other hand, it would be a moft abfurd inftance of
partiality and injuftice to charge that dorine
with the blame of thofe extravagant outrages that

[4] Thefe burthens were the duties of vaflalage or feudal
fervices, which, in many refpedts, were truly grievous.

arofe
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arofe only from the manifeft abufe of it. LuTwueg,
himfelf, has indeed fufficiently defended both his
priuciples and his caufe agamnft any fuch imputa-
tions by the books he wrote againft this turbulent
fect, and the advice he addrefled to the princes of
the empire to take arms againit them. And, ac-
cordingly, in the year 1525, this odious faction
was dcfeated and deftroyed, in a pitched battle
fought at Mulbaufen; and Munzrr, their ring-
leader, taken, and put to death {¢].

XXIII. While this fanatical infurretion raced
in Germany, FREDLRICK the H1fe, eleQor of Saxony,
departed this life. This excellent prince, whofe
chara@ler was diftinguithed by an uncommon de-
gree of prudence and moderation, had, during his
iife, been a fort of amediator between the Roman
ponuf and the reformer of /Fitteinberg, and had
always entertained the pleafing hope of reitoring
peace in the churcii, and of {o reconciling the con-
tending parties as to poevent a feparation erther
point of ecclefiaftical jurifdition or religious com-
munion. Hence 1t was, that vhile, on the one
hand, he made no oppotition to Luiair’s defign
of reforming a cerrupt and fupeiflitsus church,
but rather encomaged him n the execunon of
this pious purpofe; yer, on the other, 1t 15 re-
markable, that he was at no pamns to innoduce
any change into the churches that were eftablithed
in his owa dominions, nor to fubjet them to his
junifdiction.  The «cllor Joun, his b,other and
fuccefior, a&ted 1n a quie difierent manner.
Conviaced of the uuth of LutHer’s doétrine, and
perfuaded that 1t muit lofe ground and be foon
fupprefied if the defpouic authunty of the Kkoman
pontf remained undifputed and entre, he, with-

[2] Pera: Groparrs Hiftoria de Seditione repentina Vulgd,
bracipu Ruf corum, A. 1§25, tempure wuno per univerfam fore
Germanam exorra, Bafil, 1570, in 8vo.—Se¢ xio &, IEN-
ZEL1s Hifter, Reform. tom. u. p. 331.
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¢ £ ¥ T. out hefitation or delay, affumed to himfelf that

XVI.
Szer. I,

fupremacy in ecclefiaftical matters that is the na-
tural right of every lawful fovereigh, and founded
and eftablithed a church in his dominions, totally
different from the church of Rome, in dotrine,
difcipline, and government. To bring this new
and happy eftablifthment to as great a degree of
perfeftion as was poflible, this refolute and aétive
prince ordered a body of laws, relating to the form
of ecclefiaftical government; the method of public
worfhip, the rank, offices, and revenues of the
priefthood, and other matters of that nature,
to be drawn up by Lurner and MrrLaNCTHON,
and promulgated by heralds throughout his domi-
nions in the year 1527. He alfo took care that
the churches fhould every where be fupplied with
pious and learned doéors, and that fuch of the
clergy as difhonoured religion by their bad morals,
or were incapable of promoting its influence by
their want of talents, fhould be removed from the
facred funtions. '1he illuftrious example of this
elettor was followed by all the princes and ftates
of Germany, who renounced the papal fupremacy
and jurifdiction, and a like form of worthip, dif-
cipline, and government was thus introduced
into all the churches, which diffented from that
of Rome. Thus may the ele&or Joun be con-
fidered as the fecond parent and founder of the
Lutheran church, which he alone rendered a com-
plete and independent body, diftin&t from the
fuperftitious church of Rome, and fenced about
with falutary laws, with a wife and well-balanced
conftitution of government. But as the beft blef-
fings may, through the influence of human cor-
ruption, become the innocent occafions of great
inconveniencies, fuch particularly was the fate
of thofe wife and vigorous meafures which this
eleftor took for the reformation of the church;
for, from that time, the religious differences be-

tween
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tween the German princes, which had been hitherto ¢ ENT.
kept within the bounds of moderation, broke out g,¢x.’r,

into a violent and lafting flame. The prudence,
or rather timoroufnefs, of FrRepERICK the Wife,
who avoided every refolutc meafure that might be
adapted to kindle the fire of difcord, had preferved
a fort of an external union and concord among
thefe princes, notwithftanding their difference in
opinion. But as foon as his fucceflor, by the open
and undifguifed fteps he took, made it glaringly
evident, that he defigned to withdraw the churches
in his dominions from the jurifdi&tion of Rome,
and to reform the doérine, difcipline, and
worfhip that had been hitherto eftabhihed, then
mdeed the fcene changed. The union, which
was more fpecious than folid, and which
was far from being well cemented, was diffolved
of a fudden, the fpirits heated and divided, and an
open rupture formed between the German princes,
of whom one party embraced the Reformation,
and the other adhered to the fuperttitions of their
forefathers.

XXIV. Things heing reduced to this violent
and troubled ftate, the patrons of popery gave in-
timations, that were far from being ambiguous,
of their intention to make war upon the Lutheran
party, and to fupprefs by forie a dotrine which
they were incapable of overturning by argument ;
and this defign would certainly have been put in
execution, had not the troubles of Europe difcon-
certed their meafures. 'The Lutherans, on the
other hand, informed of thefe hoftile intentions,
began alfo to deliberate upon the moft effe@ual
methods of defending themlelves againft fuper-

ifion armed with violence, and formed the plan
of a confederacy that might anfwer this prudent
purpofe. In the mean time the diet affembled at
Spire, in the year 1526, at which FerpINaND,
the emperor’s brother, prefided, ended in a man-

F3 ner
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ner more favourable to the friends of the Re-
formation, than they could naturally expeét. The
empetor’s ambaffadors at this diet were ordered
to ufe their moft earneft endeavours for the fup-
preflion of all farther difputes concerning religion,
and to infift upon the rigorous execution of the
fentence that had been pronounced at #orms
againft Lurner and his followers.  The greateft
part of the Cerman princes oppufed this motion
with the utmoft refolution, declaring, that they
could not execute that {enrernce, nor come to any
determination with reipect to the dolirines by
which it had been occafioned, before the whole
matter was fubmitted to the cognizance of a gene-
ral council lawfully affembled ; alleging farther,
that the decifion of controverfies of this natuie be-
longed properly to fuch a council, and to it alone.
This opinion, after long and warm debates, was
adopted by a great majority, and, at length, con-
fented to by the whole affembly ; tor it was una-
nimoufly agreed to prefent a (ol):emn addiefs to the
emperor, belecching him to affemble, without
delay, a free and a gencral councii; und it was
alfo agreed, that, in the mean time, the princes
and ftates of the empire fhould, in their refpec-
tive dominions, be at libeity to manage eccle-
fiaftical matters 1n the manner they fhould think
the moft expedient; yet fo as to be able to give
to God and to the emperor an account of their
adminiftration, when it thould be demanded of
them,

XXV. Nothing could be more favourable
to thofe who had the caufe of pure and genuine
Chriftianity at heart, than a refolution of this
rature. For the emperor was, at this time, fo
entirely taken up in regulating the troubled ftate
of his dominions in ng,n:e, Spain, and ltaly,
which exhibited, from day to day, new {cenes of
Perplcxity, that, for fome years, it was not in his

power
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power to turn his attention to the affairs of Ger.
many in general, and !’cill lefs to the I’t_ate of 1eli-
gion in particular, which was befet with difficul-
ties, that, to a political piince like Crarigs,
muft have appeared peculiarly ciitical and dan-
erous. Befides, had the emperor really been
poflefled of leifure to form, or of power to execute,
a plan that might terminate, in favour of the
Roman prntif, the religious difputes which reigned
in Germany, it is evident, that the inclination was
wanting, and that CLemenT VIIL.,, who now fat in
the papal chair, had nothing to expecl from the
good offices of CHarLEs V. FYor this pontif, after
the defeat of Francis 1., at the battle of Pgvia,
filled with uneafy apprehenfions of the growing
power of the emperor 1n Jtaly, entered into a con-
federacy with the French and the Venetians againft
that prince. And this meafure inflamed the re-
fentment and indignation of Cuarvrzs to fuch a
degiee, that he abolithed the papal authority in
his Spanifh dominions, made war upon' the pope
in ltaly, lad fiege 0o Rome in the year 1527,
blocked up CLemenT in the caftle of 8t Angelo,
and expofed him to the moft fevere and contuime-
lius treatment. 'Lhefe critical events, together
with the liberty granted by the diet of Spire, were
prudently and induftrioufly improved, by the
friends of the Reformation, to the advantage of
therr caufe, and to the augmentation of their
number. Several princes, whom the fear of per-
fecution and punifhment had hitherto prevented
from lending a hand to the good work, being de-
livered now from their reftraint, renounced pub.
licly the fuperftition of Rome, and introduced
among their fubjects the fame forms of religious
worfhip, and the fame fyftem of doftrine, that
been recetved in Saxomy. Others, though
placed 1n fuch circumftances as difcouraged them
from acting in an open manner againft the inte-
Fa4 refts
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refts of the Roman pontif, were, however, far from
difcovering the {malleft oppofition to thofe who
withdrew the people from his defpotic yoke; nor
did they moleft the private affemblies of thofe who
had feparated themfelves from the church of Rome.
And in general, all the Germans, who, before
thefe refolutions of the diet of Spire, had rejeéted
the papal difcipline and dottrine. were now, in
confequence of the liberty they enjoyed by thefe
refolutions, wholly employed in bringing their
fchemes and plans to a certain degree of confift-
ence, and in adding vigour and firmnefs to the
glorious caufe in which they were engaged. In
the mean time, LuTner and his fellow-labourers,
particularly thofe who were with him at #7ttem-
berg, by their writings, their inftruétions, their ad-
monitons and counfels, infpired the timorous with
fortitude, difpelled the doubts of the ignorant,
fized the prmciples and refolution of the floating
and inconftant, and animated all the friends of
genuine Chriftianity with a fpirit fuitable to the
grandeur of their undertaking,

XXVI, But the tranquillity and liberty they en-
joyed, in confequence of the refolutions taken in
the fift diet of Spire, were not of a long duration.
They were interrupted by a new diet affembled,
in the year 1529, in the fame place, by the em-
peror, after he had appeafed the commotions and
troubles which had employed his attention in fe-
veral parts of Europe, and concluded a treaty of
peace with CLemrnT VII.  This prince, having
now got rid of the burthen that had, for fome
time, overwhelmed him, had leifure to dire&
the affairs of the church; and this the reformers
Joon felr, by a difagreeable experience. For the
power, which had been granted by the former
diet to every prince, of managing ecclefiaftical
matters* as they thought proper, until the meet-
ing of a general council, was now revoked by a

. majority
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majority of votes; and not only fo, but every cE N T

change was declared unlawful that fhould be

intioduced into the do&trine, difcipline, or worfhip
of the eftablified religion, before the determina-
tion of the approaching council was known [ f1.
‘This decree was Juftly confidered as iniguitous and
intolerable by the eletor of Saxomy, the landgrave
of Heffz, and the other members of the d_iet, who
were perfuaded of the neceffity of a reformation
in the church. Nor was any of them fo fimple,
or {o Iittle acquainted with the politics of Rowe,
as to look upon the promifes of affembling
fpeccily a general council, in any other light, than
as an artifice to quict the minds of the people;
fince 1t was ealy to perceive, that a lawful conuncil,
frec fiom the detpotic influence of Rome, was
the very laft thing that a pope would giant in
fuch a critical fitvation of affairs. Therefore,
when the piinces and members now mentioned
found that all their arguments and remonftrances
aganfl chis unjuft decree made no impreflion upon
Ferdinand [g], nor upon the abettors of the
anciene  fuperfliions (whom the pope’s legate
antmated by his prefence and exhortacions), they
entered a {olemn profef againtt this decree on the
19th of Apuil, and appealed to the emperor and to
a furwre council [4]. Elence avofe the denomi-

nation

¢y [ /1 The refolution of the firlt dict of Spire, which had
been tahen wuanimonfly, was revoked in the fecond, and another
fubltituted i 1ts place by a plor s ke of wvices, which, as feveral
ot the prnces, then prefent, obf-rved, ¢c uld not give to any de-
cree the force of 2 law throughout the empire.

¢ [2] The emperor was at Barcelona, while this diet was
beil at Spae; fo that his brother Fer21n vnD was prefident
in his place.

©% [ 4] The princes of the empire, who cntered this proteft,
and are confequently to be confidercd as the firft proteftant
princes, were Jous eleGor of Saxosy, Geonor deftor of
Brandenburg, for Fran.onia, Bengst and Francis dukes of
Lunenbing, the landgrave of ififf, and the prince of Anbalt.

T helo
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nation of Protefants, which from this period has
been given to thofe who renounce the fuperftitious
communion of the church of Reme.

XXVII. The diffenting princes, who were
the prote&tors and heads of the reformed churches,
had no fooner entered their preteff, than they fent
proper perfons to the emperor, who was then
upon his paflage from Spain to ftaly, to acquaint
him with their proceedings in this mater.  The
minifters, employed in this commiffion, execnted
the orders they had recetved with the greateft re-
folution and prefence of mind, and behaved with
the f{pirit and firninefs of the princes, whofe fen-
timents and condvc: they were fent to juftify and
explain.  The cmpeior, w whofe pride was wounded
by this fortitude in pertons that dared to oppofe
his deligns, ordered thefe ambafludots to be ap-
prebended and put under arreft during feveral
days. The news of this violent flep was foon
brought to the pioteftant princes, and made them
conclade that their perfonal fafety, and the fuc-
cels of their caufe, depended entuely upon their
courage and concord, the one animated, and the
other cemented by a folemn confederacy.  ‘i’hey,
therefore, held feveral meetings at Rot, Nurem-
berg, Smalcald, and other places, 1n oirder to de-
liberate upon the means of forming fuch a power-
ful league as might enable them to repel the vio-
lence of their encmies L#]. But fo different were

Thefe princes were fcconded by thirteen imperial towns, wiz.
Strufburg, Ulms Nurember g, Conflance, Rottingen, Windfesm, Mem-
mungen, Novthngen, Linduw, Kempten, Heilbron, iV iyffembarg, and
St. Gall,

{#] See the hiftory of the confeflion of Augffurg, wrote in
Germanby thelearned Crrist. Auc. Savrc. tom. i, book II.
ch. i. p. 1238, and more efpecially another German work of
Dr. Joacnim Murrrr, entituled, Hifforic won der Evange-
Iefehen Stande Proteflation gegen den Speyerfehen Reulgfabjcbnd
won 1529, dppellation, &c. publifhed at fena in 4to, in the

year 1703,
8 their
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XX VIIl. Among the incidents that promoted
animofity and difcord betweenithe friends of the

)
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Reformation, and prevented that union that was {0 Mujurg,ia

much to be defired between perfons embarked in
the fame good caufe, the prunapal one was the
dupute that hl arifen between the divines of Saxony
and ~witzerland, concerning the manner of Chritt’s
preier:ce in the enchariff. Lo terminate this con-
voverly, Parvie, land rrave of [leffe, invited, in
the year 1529, to a coaference at Marpurg, Lu-
tHrR and Zuincie, together with fome of the
miore eminent do(tors, who adhiered to the re-
fpeftive paties of thele contending chiefs,  This
expedient, wiich was defigned by that truly mag-
nanimons prince, not fo much 1o end the watter
by keen debate, as to accominodate differences
by the reconcihng fpurit of charity and prudence,
was not attended with the Nilutary fiues that were
expeted fromat. The divines that were affem-
bled for this pacific purpofe difputed, during four
days, in prcfence of the landgrave. 1 he pnncipal
champions in thefe debates were Luiner, who
attacked Okrcorampavius, and MEeLancriion,
who difputed ageinlt Zuincre; and the contro-
verfy turned upon feveral points of theology, in
relation to which the Swifs doctors were fuppofed
to entertain erroncous fentiments.  kor ZUiNGLE
was accufed of herefy, not only on account of
his explication of the nature and defign of the
Lord’s Supper, but alfo in confequence of the
‘alfe notions he was fuppofzd to have adopted, re-
lating to the divinity of Chrift, the eficacy of the
divine word, original fin, and fome other parts
of the Chriftian dodrine. This illuftrious re-
former cleared himfelf, however, from the greateft
partof thefe accufations, with the moft triumphant
eyidence, and in fuch a manner as appeared en-

tirely
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tirely fatsfactory, even to LuTHer himfelf. Their
diffenfion conce:ning the manner of CaRisT’s pre-
fence in the euchanfi ftill remained; nor could
cither of the contending parties be perfuaded to
abandon, or even to modify, their opinion of that
matter [£]. The only advantage, therefore, that
refulted from this conference, was, that the jarring
doctors formed a fort of truce, by agreeing to a
mutual toleration of their refpeétive fentiments,
and leaving to the difpofal of Providence, and the
effets of time, which fometimes cools the rage of
P2 'y, the cure of their divifions.

XXIX. The minifters of the churches, which
had embiaced the fentiments of LoTHER, were
preparing a new embafly to the emperor, when an
account was received of a defign formed by that
prince to come into Germany, with a view to ter-
minate, in the approaching dict at Aug burg, the
religious difputes that had produced fuch ani-
mofities and divifions in the emprre. CHarLEs,
though long abfent from Germany, and engaged in
affairs that left him little lifure for theological
difquifitions, was neverthelefs attentive to thefe
difputes, and forefaw their confequences. He
had alfo, to his own dcliberate reflexions upon
thefe difputes, added the councils of men of
wifdom, fagacity, and experience, and was thus,
at certain fealons, rendered more cool in his
proceedings, and more moderate and impartial in
his opinion both of the contending parries and of
the merits of the caufe. 1lle therefore, in an in-
terview with the pope at Bologna, inlited, in the

1

[#1 Vav.Ern. Loescuert H %wia monum wnter Lutheranos
et Reformatos, wm. 1. hb. 1. cap.vi. p.1g43.~Henr, Burrin-
oer1 Hiflorsa Collequi: Marpui genfic,in Jo, Conr. FuessLin’s
coapilation, mtituled, Beyt agen zur Schexer Reformat. Gef
chibte, tom, 1. p. 156, See alfo the 2 face, p. 8o.—~ARRr.
Scuirery &l Kefurmat. ad 4. 1529.~Reporrn. Hos-
rPintant Hyfo . Sacramentar. par. I p. 72, &e,

moft
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moft ferious and urgent manner, upon the neceffity C EN T,
of affembling a general council. His remon-
firances and expoftulations could not, hawever,
move CrLEMexT VII., who maintained with zeal
the papal prerogatives, reproached the emperor
with an ill-judged clemency, and alleged that it
was the duty of that prince to fupport the church,
and to execute {peedy vengeance upon the obftinate
beretical fa&ion, who dared to call in queftion
the authority of Rome and its pontif. The em-
peror was as little affected by this haughty dil-
courfe, as the pope had been by his wife remon-
ftrances, and looked upon it as a moft iniquitous
thing, a meafure alfo in diret oppofition to the
laws of the empire, to condemn, unheard, and to
deftroy, without any evidence of theu demerit, a
fet of men, who had always approved themfelves
good citizens, and had deferved well of their
country in feveral refpets. Hitherto, indeed,
it was not ealy for the emperor to form a clear
idea of the matters in debate, fince theie was no
regular fyftem as yet compofed, of the docttrines
embiaced by Lurtser and his followers, by which
their real opinions, and the true caufes of their
oppofition to the Roman pontif, might be known
with certainty. As, therefore, it was impoflible,
without fome declaration of this nature, ro ex-
amine with accuracy, or decide with equity, a
matter of fuch high importance as that which gave
rife to the divifions between the votaries of Rome
and the friends of the Reformation, the ele@or
of Saxony ordered LuTHEer, and other eminent
divines, to commit to writing the chief articles of
their religious fyftem, and the principal points in
which they differed from the church of Rome.
ZUTHER, In compliance with this order, de-
livered to the elector, at Tergaw, the feventeen
articles, which had been drawn up and agreed
on in the conference at Sulzback in the year 1529;

and

Srcr. Is
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and hence they were called the articles of Torgaw
[. Though thefe articles were deemed by Lu-

—— THER a fufficient declaration of the fentinents of

The pea-
grefs ot 1he
reformating
in Sweden,
about the
JoAr 1530,

the reformers, yet it was judged proper to enlarge
them; and, bv a judicious detail, to give peripi-
cuity to their arguments, and thereby ttrenzth to
their caufe. Tt was this confiderati n that engaged
the proteftant princes, affembied ar Coburg and
g fburg, to employ MLLANCON in extending
thefe Artecles, in which impoitant work he fhewed
a due regard to the counfels of Lu.,uLg, and ex-
preffed his fentuments and dotiine with the gieateft
elegance and perfpicuity.  Aad thns came forth to
public view the famous confefion of Aug fburg, which
did fuch honour to the «cute judgn.cnt and the
eloquent pen of MLy AN"THON.

XXX. During thele tanla&ions in Germany,
the dawn of truth arofe upon other natiorns.  1he
light of the reformanon fpread ielf fir ard wide
and almoft all the Luopean ftotes weicon.ed 1ts
falutary beamns, and exulted in the prope&@ of an
approaching deliverance from the yoke of tuper-
ftition and {piritual detporulm.  Some of the moft
confiderable provinces o” Europe hid already bioke
their chains, and openiy withdrawn themfcives
from the difcipline of Rome and the junfdh&ion of
its pontif. And thus it appears that Cerniar v 11
was not.impelled by a falfe alarm to demand of
the emperor the fpeedy exrupation of the re-
formers, fince he had the juftelt jeafoi s to appre-
hend the deftruction of hus ghoftly empne. ikLe
reformed religion was propagat. | in Sweden, foon
after LuTHER'S rupture with Kome, by one of his
difciples, whofe name was OLavs Perri, and who

[7] See Cur. Avc. Heumanni Do de lemtate Augflane
Confeff. in Sylloge Daffert. o becsog car.”tom. i p. 14.—Jo.
Joacu.Muiier Hifforia Proteflatsonss ; and the other writers,
who have treated either of the Reformagion in general, or of
the confeflion of Aug fBurg in particular.

was
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was the firft herald of religious liberty in that cs ™ T,

were powerfully feconded by that valiant and
public- {pirited prince, GusTavus Vasa Ericson,
whom the Swedes had raifed to the throne in the
place of CuristierN, king of Denmark, whofe
horrid barbarity loft him the feeptre that he had
perfidioufly ufurped. This generous and patriotic
hero had been in exile and in prifon, while the
brutith ulurper, now mentioned, was involving
his country 1n defolation and mifery; but having
efcaped from his confinement and taken refuge at
Lubec, he was there inftructed 1n the principles of
the Reformation, and looked upon the doétrine of
LutHEr, not only as agreeable to the genius and
fpirit of the Gofpel, but alfo as favourable to the
temporal ftate and political conititution of the
Swedith dominions. The prudence, however, of
chis excellent prince was equal to his zeal, and ac-
companicd it always. And, as the religious opi-
nions of the Swedes were in a fluctuating flate,
and their minds divided between their ancient fu-
perftitions, recommended by cuftom, and the
do&rine of Lurncr, which attrafted their affent
by the power of conviétion and truth, Gustavus
wifely avoided all vehemence and precipitation in
fpreading the new doctrine, and proceeded in this
important undertaking with circumfpe&ion, and
by degrees, in a manner fuitable to the principles
of the Reformation, which are diametrically

oppofite to compuifion and violence [m]. Accord-
ingly,

& [m] This incomparable model of princes gave many
proofs of his wifdom and mod . ztion. Once, while he was
abfert from Siockiolm, a great number of German anabaptifts,
probably the rotous difciples of Munzer, arrived in that city,
cartied thewr fanaricifm to the hizhefl extremities, pulled down
with fury the images and ocier ornaments of the churches,
while the Lutéerans diffembled their fentiments of this riot in
expeclation that the florm would wrn to their advantage. But
GusTavvs

kingdom. The zealous efforts of this miflionary slxvx

cr: 1.
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ingly, the firft objet of his attention was the
inftru&ion of his people in the facred doétrines of
the Holy Scriptures, for which purpofe he invited
into his dominions feveral learned Germans, and
fpread abroad through the kingdom the Swedifh
tranflation of the Bible that had been made by
Ovraus Perr1 [#]. Some time after this, in the
year 1526, he appointed a corference, at Up/a/,
between this eminent reformer and PETER GaL-
Livs, a zealous defender of the ancient fuperftition;

‘in which thefe two champions were to plead pub-

licly in behalf of their refpective opinions, that it
might thus be feen on which fide the truth
lay. The difpute, in which Ovraus obtained
a fignal viétory, contributed much to confirm
Gusravus in his perfuafion of the truth of
Lurner’s dodtrine, and to promote the progrefs
of that doltrine in Sweden. In the year following,
another event gave the finithing ftroke to its
propagation ard fuccefs, and this was the affem-
bly of the flates at /#¢fleraas, where Gustavus
recommended the doétrine of the reformers with
fuch zeal, wifdom, and piety, that, after warm de-
bates fomented by the clergy in general, and much
oppofition on the part of the bithops in particular,
it was unanimoufly refolved, that the plan of
reformation propofed by Lurher fhould have

GusTavus no fooner returned to Sisckholm, than he ordered
the leaders of thele fanatics to be fized and punified, and
covered the Lutherans with bitter reproaches for not having
oppofed thefe fanatics in time. :

7 [#) Itisvery remarkable, and fiews the equity and can-
dour of GusTavus in the moft firiking point of light, that
while he ordered OL aus to publifh his hizeral tranflation of the
facred writings, he gave permiffion at the {ame time to the arch-
bithop of Upsal, to prepare another verfion faited to the doétrine
of the church of Rome; that, by a carcful comparifon of both
tranflations with the original, an eafier accefs might be opened
to the truth. The bifhops at firft oppofed this order, but were
at length obliged to {ubmit.

free



Cuar. 11, The HisTory of the RerORMATION,

$x

free admittance among the Swedes [0]. Thisre- CE¥ T.
folution was principally owing to the firmnefs and g, ¢ 1,

maguanimity of GusTavus, who declared pub-
licly, that he would lay down his fceptre and
retire from, his kingdom, rather than rule a people
enflaved to the orders and authority of the pope,
and more controlled by the tyranny of their
bifhops, than by the laws of their monarch [p].
From this time the papal empire in Sweden was
entirely overturned, and Gustavus declared head
of the church.

XXXI. The light of the Reformation was alfo
received in Denmark, and that fo early as the year
1521, in confequence of the ardent defire difco-
vered by CuristiaN or CHrisTIERN 11, of having

¥ [¢] It was no wonder indeed that the bithops oppofed
warml 7 the propofal of GusT avus, fince there was no country
in Europe, where that order and the clergy in general drew
greater temporal advantages from the fuperftition of the times
than in Saveden and Denmark. The moft of the bifhops had
revenues fuperior to thofe of the fovereign, they poflefled
cafles and fortrefles that rendered them independent on the
crown, enabled them to excite commotions in the kingdom,
and gave them 1 degree of power that was dangerous to the
&ate. They lived in the moft diffolute luxury and overgrown
opulence, while the nobility of the kingdom were in mifery
and want.—The refolution formed by the fates, affembled at
Wefleraas, did not fo much tend to regulate points of dotrine
as to reform the difcipline of the church, to reduce the opu-
lence and authority of the biihogs within their proper bounds,
to reftore to the impoverifhed nobility the lands ang pofleflions
that their fuperftitions anceftors had given to an all-devouring
clergy, to exclude the prelates from the fenate, to take from
them their caftles, and things of that nature. It was however
refolved at the fame time, that the church fhould be provided
with able paftors, who fhould explain the pure word of God to
the people in their narive tongue; and that no ecclefiaftical
preferments thould be granted withoat the king’s permiffion.
:h?i was a tacit and gentle method of promoting the Refor.

ation,

I[ﬁ] Bazis Inventarsum Ecclef. Sueco-Gothor. publithed in 4to
At Luncoping, in 1642.~—SCcULTEC Y Aunales Evangeli Renovat:,
in Von per Haw Hiffor, Liter. Reformat. part V. p. 84 et 110.
~Raywar, dnecdores Hift, Pol:tigues et Militaires, tom. i.
part 1L p. 1, &c.

Vor Iv. G his
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C E¥ T his fubjects inflructed in the principles and
Stxc'r[ .1. dotrines of Lutser. This monarch, whofe

favage and infernal cruelty (whether it was the
effet of natural temper, or of bad counfels)
rendered his name odious and his memory execra-
ble, was neverthelefs defirous of delivering his
dominions from the fuperttition and tyranny of
Rome, For this purpofe, in the year 1520, he
fent for MarTIN REinarD, one of the difciples
of CarrostapT, out of Saxonmy, and appointed
him profeffor of divinity at Hafwia; and after his
death, which happened the year following, he
invited CarrosTapT himfelf to fill that important
place, which he accepted indeed, but neverthe-
lefs, after a thort refidence in Denmark, returned
into Germany. Thefe difappointments did not
abate the reforming fpirit of the Danifh monarch,
who ufed his utmoft endeavours, though in vain,
to engage LurHEeR to vifit his dominions, and
took feveral fteps that tended to the diminution,
and, indeed, to the fuppreffion of the jurifdiction
exercifed over his fubjeéts by the Roman pontif.
It is, however, proper to obferve, that in all
thefe proceedings Curistiern II. was animated
by no other motive than that of ambition. It was
the profpect of extending his authority, and not a
zeal for the advancement of true religion, thar
gave life and vigour to his reforming projects.
His very a&tions, independently of what may be
concluded from his known charatter, evidendy
fhew that he proteted the religion of Lurtner
with no other view than to rife by it to fupremacy
both in church and ftate; and that it might afford
him a pretext for depriving the bifhops of that
overgrown authority and thofe ample pofieflions

which they had gradually ufurped [¢], and of ap-

(4] Sce Jo. Grammir Dif de Refermatiome Danie &
Chriftierno tentata, in the third volume of he Scriptores Socet.

Scientrar, Hafnienf. p. 1.—go.
propriating
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propriating them to himfelf. A revolution pro- € § ‘3: )
duced by his avarice, tyranny, and cruelty, pre- g o1,
vented the execution of this bold entcrjgrize. The ——a
States of the kingdom exafperated, fome by the
fchemes he had laid for deftroying the liberty of
Denmark, others by his attempts to abolifh the
fuperftition of their anceftors [r], and all by his

favage and barbarous treatment of thofe who

dared to oppofe his avarice or ambition formed

a confpiracy againft him in the year 3523, by

which he was depofed and banifhed from his do-
minions, and his uncile, Freperic duke of

Holftein and Slefwic, placed on the throne of Den-

mark.

XXXII. This prince condu@ted matters with Theero-
much mcre equity, prudence, and moderation, Reforma
than his predeceffor had done, He permitted the e v
proteitant doctors to preach publicly the opinions tielercant
of Lutser [5], but did not venture fo far as to 5 tes
change the eftablifhed government and difcipline
of the church. He contributed, however, greatly
to tne progrefs of the Reformation, by his fuc-
cefsful atteraprs in favour of religious hberty, at
the affembly of the ftates that was held at Qdenfee
inthe year 1527. For it was here that he procured
the publication of that famous edi&, which de-
clared every fubjet of Denmmark free, emher to
adhere to the tenets of the church of Rome, or to

[r] See for a confirmation of this part of the accufation, a
€urious prece, coutayming the reafons that induced the flates
of Deamar k to renounce their allegiance to Curistigrx IL
Lhis piece is to be found 1 the fifth volume of Lupewra’s
sempilation, entitled Refrguse MStoram, p. 515. wn which
{v. 331.) the ftates of Demmark exprefs their difpleafure at the
royal favour fhown to the Lutherans, in ihe following terms 3

utberane harefis pullaiores, contra Jus pictatenque, sn 1 egnun
noftrum catholicum introdusat, aosorem Carolofiadivm, fortsffimum
Luthers asblecam, enutrivre. .

{«] Sce Jo. Movurr1 Cimbrea Lucrare, tom. it. p. 886.—

ARIST. OLivAnLs Vita Pault Ebae, p. 108.~Ex 101 Pox-
TOPRIDANL Annales Ecclifiw Damca, tom. i p. 139»

G 2 embrace
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embrace the do&rine of LuTner [#]. Encouraged
by this refolution, the proteftant divines exercifed
the functions of their miniftry with fuch zeal and
fuccefs, that the greateft part of the Danes opened
their eyes upon the aufpicious beams of facred
liberty, and abandoned gradually both the
doétrines and jurifdi¢tion of the church of Rome.
But the honour of finithing this glorious work, of
deftroying entirely the reign of fuperftition, and
breaking afunder the bonds of papal tyranny, was
referved for Curistiern III., a prince equally
diftinguithed by his piety and prudence. He
began by fupprefling the defpotic authority of the
bithops, and by reftoring to their lawful owners a
great part of the wealth and pofleflions which the
church had acquired by the artful ftratagems of
the crafty and defigning clergy. This ftep was
followed by a wife and well-judged fettlement
of religious doctrine, difcipline, and worfhip,
throughout the kingdom, according to a plan laid
down by BucenHacius, whom the king had fent
for from Wittemberg to perforin that arduous rafk,
for which his eminent piety, learning, and mode-
ration rendered him peculiarly proper. The af-
fembly of the ftates at Odenfee, in the year 1537,
gave a folemn fanction to all thefe tranfaétions;
and thus the work of the Reformation was broughe
to perfection in Denmark [u].

XXXIII It

€2 [+] It was farther added to this edi&, that no perfon
fhould be molefted on account of his refigion, that a royal pro-
te@ion fhould be granted to the Lutherans to defend them from
the infults and malignity of their enemies; and that eccle-
fiaftics, of whatever rank or order, fhould be permitted to
enter into the married ftate, and to fix their refidence wherever
they thought proper, without any regard to monafteries or
other religious focieties.

[#] Erici PoxTorripani, fee a German work of the
learned PonTorrinax, entited, 4 Compendions wiew uz‘ the
Hiftory of the Reformatiom iw Denmark, publithed at Lubec in
8vo, in1734; as alfo the ALmnales Ecclefie Danicer, of;_’:;e

e
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XXXII1. It is however to be obferved, that, in
the hiftory of the reformation of Sweden and Den-
mark, we muft carefully diftingnith between the
reformation of religious opinions and the reform-
ation of the epifcopal order. For though thefe
two things may appear to be clofely connetted,
yet, in reality, they are fo far diftinét, that either
of the two might have been completely tranfated
without the other. A reformation of doérine
might have been effeted without diminifhing the
authority of the bithops, or fupprefling their
order; and, on the other hand, the opulence and
power of the bifhops might have been reduced
within proper bounds, without introducing any
change 1nto the {yftem of dottrine that had been
fo long eftablifhed, and that was generally re-
ceived {1w]. In the mealures taken in thefe
northern kingdoms, for the reformation of a cor-
rupt do&rine and a fuperftitious difcipline, there
was nothing that deferved the fmalleft cenfure:
neither fraud nor violence were employed for this
purpofe; on the contrary, all things were con-
dulted with wifdom and moderation, in a manner
fuitable to the dictates of equity and the fpirit of
Chriftianity. The fame judgment canuot ealily
be pronounced with refpect to the methods of pro-
ceeding in the reformation of the clergy, and
more efpecially of the epifcopal order. For here,

fame author, tom. ii. p. 79o. tom. iii. p. 1.~ Henr. MynLIUS
de Reformat. veligionis in wicinis Danie vegionibus et potsfimum in
Cimbrea, in ejus Diyfertatunibus Hiflorico-T beologicis, p- 24.
Kilire, 17135, 1n 4to.

&5 [w] This obfervation is not worthy of Dr. Mosueim’s
{agacity. "The firong connexion that there naturally is be-
tween {uperftitious ignorance among the people, and influence
and_ power in their fpiritual rulers, is ton evident to fland in
need of any proof, A good clergy will or ought to have an
influence, in confequence of a reipe€table office adorned with
learning, piety, and morals; but the power of a licentious and
defpotic cle;lgy can be only fupported by the blind and fuper-
flitious credulity of their flock.,

G 3 certainly,
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c ?{VLI T. gertainly, violence was ufed, angl 'the bithops were
prcr. 1. deprived of their honours, privileges, @nd pof-

feflions, without their confent; and, indeed, not-
withftanding the greateft ftruggles and the warmeft
oppofition [#]. The truth is, that fo far as the
reformation in Sweden and Denmark regarded the
privileges and pofleffions of the bifhops, it was
rather a2 matter of political expediency than of
religious obligation; nay, a change here was be-
come fo neceffary, that, had LuTuer and his
doétrine never appeared in the world, it muft
have been neverthelefs attempted by a wife le-
giflator. For the bifhops, by a variety of perfi-
dious ftratagems, had got into their hands fuch

83 [»] What does Dr. Mosurin mean heret did ever a
ufurper give us his unjuill poffefions without relutance ? does
rapine conftitute a right, when it is maintained by force ? is it
unlawful to ufe violence againft extortioners? The queflion
here is, whether or no the bifthops defeived the fevere treat-
ment they received from Curisrirrn I1L.? and our author
feems to anfwer this queftion in the aflirmative, and to declare
this treatment both juft and neceilary in the following part of
this fection. Certain it is, that the bifhops were tieatea with
great feverity, depofed from their fees, imprifoned on account
of their refiflance; all the church-lands, towns, and fortrefles,
annexcd to the crown, and the temporal power of the clergy
for ever abolifhed. It is alfo certain, that Luruer himielf
Jooked upon thefe meafures as violent and exceflive, and even
wrote aletter to CHRIsTILR N, exhorting him to ufe the clergy
with more lenity. It is therefore proper to decide with mode-
ration on this {ubje®, and to grant, that, if the infolence and
Hcentioufnefs of the clergy were enormous, the refentment of
the Danith monarch may have been exccflive. Nor indeed was
his political prudence here fo great as Dr. Mosn,1u feems to
reprefent it; for the equipoife of government was hurt, by a
total fuppreflion of the power of the bifhops. The nobility
acquired by this a prodigious degree of influence, and the
crown loft an order, which, under proper regulations, might
have been rendered one of the firongeft fupports of its prero-
gative.  But difquifitions of this nature are foreign to our
purpofe. Itis only proper tc obferve, that, in the room of
the bithops, Cari1sT.2ZRN created an order of men, with the
denomination of fuperintendants, who performed the fpiritual
part of the epifcopal office, without fharing the lealt fhadow
of temporal authority.

9 enormous
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enormous treafures, fuch ample poffeffions, fo CEN'T.

many caftles and fortified towns, and had affumed
fuch an unlimited and defpotic authority, that
they were in a condition to give law to the
fovereign himlelf, to rule the nation as they
thought proper; and, in effe®t, already abufed
their power fo far as to appropriate to themfelves
a confiderable part of the royal patrimony, and of
the public revenues of the kingdom. Such there-
fore was the critical ftate of thefe northern king-
doms, in the time of Luruer, that it became
abfolutely neceflary, either to degrade the bithops
from that rank which they dithonoured, and to
deprive them of the greateft part of thole pof-
feflions and prerogatives which they had fo un-
juftly acquired and fo licentioufly abufed, or to
fee, tamely, royalty rendered contemptible by its
weaknefs, the {overeign deprived of the means of
prote&ting and fuccouring his people, and the
commonwealth expofed to rebellion, mifery, and
ruin.

XXXIV. The kingdom of France was not inac-
ceflible to the light of the Reformation, Mar-
GARET queen of Navarre, fifter to Frawncis I,
the implacable enemy and perpetual rival of
Cuarres V., was extremely favourable to the
new doftrine, which delivered pure and genuine
Chriftianity from a great part of the fuperftitions
under which it had fo long lain difguifed. The
aufpicious patronage of this illuftrious princefs
encouraged feveral pious and learned men, whofe
religious fentiments were the fame with her’s, to
propagate the principles of the Reformation in
France, and even to ere® feveral proteftant
churches in that kingdom. It is manifeft from
the moft authentic records, that, fo early as the
year 1523, there were, in feveral of the provinces
of that country, multitudes of perfons, who had
conceived the utmoft averfion both againft the

G 4 doctrine
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CEN T, doftrine and tyranny of Rome, and among thefe,
8z c 7. 1, Many perfons of rank and dignity, and even fome
of the epifcopal order. As their numbers increafed
from day to day, and troubles and commotions
were excited in feveral places on account of reli-
gious differences, the authority of the monarch
and the cruelty of his officers intervened, to fup-
port the doétrine of Rome by the edge of the fword
and the terrors of the gibbet ; and or. this occafion
many perfons, eminent for their piety and virtue,
were put to death with the moft unrelenting bar-
barity [y]. This cruelty, inftead of retarding,
accelerated rather the progrefs of tne Reforma-
tion. It is neverthelefs true, that, under the
reign of Francis I., the reftorers of genuine
Chriftianity were not always equally fuccefsful and
happy. Their fituation was extremely uncertain,
and it was perpetually changing. Sometimes they
feemed to enjoy the aufpicious fhade of royal pro-
tection; at others they groaned under the weight
of perfecution, and at certain feafons they were
forgot, which oblivion rendered their condition
tolerable. Frawcis, who had either no religion
at all, or, at beft, no fixed and confiftent fyftem
of religious principles, conducted himfelf towards
the proteftants in fuch a manner as anfwered his
private and perfonal views, or as reafons of policy
and a public intereft feemed to require. When it
became neceffary to engage in his caufe the
German proteftants, in order to foment fedition
and rebellion againft his mortal enemy CaarLES V.,
then did he treat the proteflants in Franmce with
the utmoft equity, humanity, and gentlenefs;
but fo foon as he had gained his point, and had
no more occafion for their fervices, then he threw

[7] See Brzn, Hiffvire des Eghjes Reformées de France, tom. 1.
Lvr.i. p. 5.— Bewor't, Hiffoire de  Edrt de Nantes, livr. i, p. 6.
—~CurisT. Avc. Savic. Hiffor. Auguff. Confiffion, vol. ii.
p. 1go.

off
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off the matk, and appeared to them in the afpet ¢ ENT.

of an implacable and perfecuting tyrant [z].
About this time the famous Carvin, whofe
character, talents, and religious exploits, we fhall
have occafion to dwell upon more amply in the
courfe of this hiftory, began to draw the attention
of the public, but more efpecially of the queen
of Navarre. He was born at Noyon in Picardy,
on the 1oth of July 1509, and was bred up to
the law [2], in which, as well as in all the other
branches of literature, then known, his ftudies
were attended with the moft rapid and amazing
fuccefs. Having acquired the knowledge of re-
ligion, by a diligent perufal of the holy {criptures,
he began early to perceive the neceflity of re-
forming the eftablithed fyftem of doltrine and
worthip. His zeal expofed him to various perils,
and the connexions he had formed with the friends
of the Reformation, whom Frawcis I. was daily
committing to the flames, placed him more than
once in imminent danger, from which he was de-
livered by the good offices of the excellent queen

tF [=] The inconfiftency and contradiftion that were vifi-
ble in the condut of Fraxcrs I. may be attributed to vérious
rcafons. At one time, we {ee him refolved to invite Me-
LaNcTHON Into France, probably with a view to pleafe his
fifter the queen of Navarre, whom he loved tenderly, and who
had frongly imbibed the principles of the proteftants. At
another time, we behold him exercifing the moft infernal
cruelty towards the friends of the Reformation, and hear him
making that mad declaration, that, if be thought the blood in
bis arm avas rainted awuh the Lutheran berefy, be would bhave it
cut off s and that be would not fpare ewven his own children, if
they entertained fentiments contrary to thofe of the catholic church.
See FLor. pe REmMoND, Hift, de la Naiffance et du Progres de
P Herefie, livr. vii.

¥¥ [a] He was originally defigned for the church, and had
aftaaily obtained a benefice: but the light that broke in upon
his religious {entiments, as well as the preference given by his
father to the profeffion of the law, induced him to give up his

ecclefiaflic vocation, which he afterwards refumed in a purer
church.
of

Sxer. L
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of Navarre. To cfcape the impending ftorm, he
retired to Bafi/, where he publilhed s Chrifisn
igflitutions ; and prefixed to them -that famous
dedication to Frawcis I. which has attrated
univerfally the admiration of futceeding ages,
and which was defigned to foften the unrelenting
fury of that prince, againft the proteftants [2].
XXXV. The inftances of an oppofition to the
doétrine and difcipline of Rowme in the other Euro-
pean ftates, were few in number, before the diet
of Aug/burg, and were too faint, imperfect, and
ambiguous to make much noife in the world. Ir,
however, appears from the moft authentic tefli-
monies, that, even before that peiiod, the
doétrine of L.utner had made a confiderable,
though perhaps a fecret, progrefs in Spain, Hun-
gary, Bobemia, Britain, Folond, and the Nether-
lands, and had, in all thefe countries, many friends,
of whom feveral repaired to 7Vittemberg, to im-
prove their knowledge and enlarge their views
under fuch an eminent mafter. Some of thefe
countries openly broke afunder the chains of fu-
perftition, and withdrew ‘themfelves, in a public
and conflitutional manner, from the jurifdiftion
of the Roman pontif. In others, a prodigious
number of families received the light of the bleffed
Reformation, rejeled the dotrines and authority
of Rome ; and, notwithftanding the calamities and
perfecutions they have fuffered, on account of
their fentiments, under the {ceptre of bigotry and

t5 [4] This paragraph, relating to Carviw, is added to
Dr. Mosuerm’s text by the tranflator, who was furprized to
find, in a Hiftory of the Reformation, fuch late mention made
of one of its moft difinguithed and remarkable inftruments; a
man whofe extenfive genius, flowing eloquence, immenfe
learning, extraordinary penetraion, indefatigable induftry,
and fervent piety, placed him at the head of the reformers; all
of whom he furpaffed, at leaft, in learning and parts, as he
alfo did the moft of them, in obflinacy, afperity, and torbu-
lence.

fuperftition,
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fuperftition, gontinue ftill in the profeffion of the cEn 7.
pure docrine of Chriftianity ; while in other, ftill ¢ X¥% |
more unhappy, lands, the moft barbarous tortures,
the moft infernal fpint of cruelty, together with
penal laws adapted to ftrike terror into the firmeft
minds, have extinguifhed, almoft totally, the
light of religious truth. It is, indeed, certain,
and the Roman catholics themf{elves acknowliedge
it without hefitation, that the papal doctrines,
jurifdi¢ion, and authority, would have fallen 1nto
ruin in all parts of the world, had not the force
of the fecular arm been employed to fupport this
tottering edifice, and fire and fword been let loofe
upon thofe who were affailing it only wich reafon

and argument.

CHAP I

The Hiftory of the Reformation, from the time that
the confeffion of Augfburg was prefented to the
emperor, until the commencement of the war which
Succeeded the league of Smalcald.

I CHARLES V. arrived at Aug fburg the 15th Thecon.
of June 1530, and on the 20th day of fon f
the fame month, the diet was opened. As it was preiented to
unanimoufly agreed, that the affairs of religion "t Ve
thould be brought upon the carpet before the de-
liberations relating to the intended war with the
Turks, the protefiant members of this great affem-
bly received from the emperor a formal permif-
fion to prefent ta the diet, on the 25th of June,
an account of their religious principles and te-
nets. In confequence of this, CHrisTIAN BavER,
chancellor of Saxomy, read, in the German lan-
guage, in prefence of the emperor and the affem-
bled princes, the famous confeffion, which has been:
fince
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¢ EN T, fince diftinguithed by the denomunation of the
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confeffion of Aug wrg. The princes heard it with
the deepeft atrention and recollettion of mind ;
it confirmed fome 1n the principles they had em-
braced, furprifed others, and many, who, before
this time, had little or no idea of the religious
~ fentiments of LurszEr, were now not only con-
vinced of their innocence, but were, moieover,
delighted with their purity and fmplicity. The
copies of this confeffion, which, after being read,
were delivered to the emperor, were figned and
fubfcribed by Joux, elettor of Saxony, by forr
princes of the empire, GEORGE, marquis of B~ an-
denburg, Ernest, duke of Lunenburg, P.1vip,
landgrave of Heffe, WoLrGaNG, prince of anbalt,
and by the imperial cities of Nuremburg and Reyt-
Jingen, who all thereby folemnly declared their
aflent to the dotrines contained 1n it [¢].

Thenatwre  1I. The tenor and contents of the confeffion of
ndcontents dug fburg are well known; at leaft, by all who

of the con-
feflon of

Aug fburg,

have the fmalleft acquaintance with ecclefiaftical
hiftory ; fince that confeffion was adopted by the
whole body of the protefants as the rule of their
faith. The ftyle that reigns in it is plan, elegant,
grave, and perfpicuous, fuch as becomes the na-
ture of the fubject, and fuch as might be expeéted
from the admirable pen of MeLancTHON. The
matter was, undoubtedly, fupplied by LurHer,
who, during the diet, refided at Codurg, a town

[¢]_There is a very voluminous hiftory of this diet, which
was publifhed in the year 1577, in folw, at Francfort on Oder,
by the laborious Grorge CELEsTinF. The hiftory of the
Confyffion of Augfurg was compofed, in Latin, by Davip
Cuyrrzus, and more recently, in German, by Erw.
Sorom, Cyprian and CBRi1sTOPHER Avuc.SaLic. The
performance of the latter is rather, indeed, a hiftory of the Re.

JSormation in general, than of the Confoffion of Augfburg in par-
teular. That of CYPRIAN is more concife and elegant, and
is confirmed by original pieces, which aie equally authentic and
curious.

1 in
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in the neighbourhood of Aug/burg; and, even the c e ™ T.

form it received from the eloquent pen of his col- § X7

league, was authorifed in confequence of his appro- e
bation and advice, This confeffion contains twen-
ty-eight chapters, of which the greateft part [4]
are employed in reprefenting, with perfpicuity
and truth, the religious opinions of the protef-
tants, and the reft 1n pointing out the errors and
abufes that” occafioned their {eparation from the
church of Rome [¢].
II1. The creatures of the Roman pontif, who TheRomsn
were prefent at this diet. employed Joun FaBrr, Stholictat-

temptia re-

afterwards bithop of Vienna, together with Eckius futston of
and another deétor, named CoceLzus, to draw ek

fion ot

up a refutation of this famous confeffion. This sig/urg.
pretended refutation having been read publicly in
the affembly, the emperor demanded of the pro-
teftant members that they would acquiefce in it,
and put an end to their religious debates by an
unlimited fubmiffion to the doctrines and opinions
contained in this anfwer. But this demand was

{d] Twenty-one chapters were fo employed ; the other
fcven contained a detail of the errors and fuperftitions of the
church of Rome.

¢ [¢] It is Broper to obferve here, that, while the Lu-
therans prefented their Confeffior to the diet, another excellent
Remonprance of the fame nature was addrefled to this anguft
aflemb'y by the cities of Strafburg, Conflance, Memmgen, and
Lindaws, which had rejefted the errors and jurifdittion of
Rome, but did not enter into the Luthesan league, becaufe they
adopted the opinions of ZuincrLe in relation to the eucharift.
The declaration of thefe four towns (which was called the
Tetrapolstan Confeffion, on account of their number) was drawn
up by the excellent MarTin Bucer, aud was confidered as
mafterpiece of reafoning and eloquence, not only by the pro-
teftants, but even by feveral of the Roman-catholics; and
among others by Mr. Durin. Zvuinoire alfo fent to this
diet 2 private confeffion of his religious opinions. It is how-
ever remarkable, that though Bucez compofed a feparate Re-
monfirance, yet his name appears among the {ubferibers at
Smalcald, in the year 1537, to the confeffion of Lugfary,
and to MzLaNcT HON's defence of it. P

ar
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fat from being complied with. The proteftants
declared, on the contrary, that they were by no
means fatisfied with the reply of their adverfaries,
and earneftly defired a copy of it, that they might
demonftrate more fully its extreme infufficiency
and weaknefs. This reafonable requeft was re-
fufed by the emperor, who, on this occafion, as
well as on feveral others, thewed more regard to
the importunity of the pope’s legate and his party,
than to the demands of equity, candour, and
juftice. He even interpofed his fupreme
authority to fufpend any further proceeding in
this matter, and folemnly prohibited the publi-
cation of any new writings or declarations that
might contribute to lengthen out thefe religious
debates. This, however, did not reduce the pro-
teflants to filence. The divines of that commu-
nion, who had been prefent at the diet, endea-
voured to recollcét the arguments and objsttiens
employed by Fasrr, and had again recourfe
to the pen of MreranctHon, who refuted
them, in an ample and fatisfaétory manner, in 2
learned piece that was prefented to the emperor
on the 22d of September, but which that prince
refufed to receive. This anfwer was afterwards
enlarged by MerLancTHoN, when he had ob-
tained a copy of Faser’s reply, and was pub-
lithed in the year 1531, with the other pieces
that related to the dottrine and difcipline of the
Lutheran church, under the title of A defence of
the confeffion of Aug flurg.

IV. There were only three ways left of bring-
ing to a conclufion thefe religious differences,
which, it was, in reality, moft difficult to recon-
cile. The firft and the moft rational method was,
to grant to thofe who refufed to fubmit to the
dottrine and jurifdiCtion of Rome, the liberty of
following therr private judgment in matters of
a religious nature, the privilege of ferving God

according
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according to the diftates of their confcience, and c e w T,

all this in fuch a manner that the public tranquil-
lity fhould not be difturbed. The fecond, and,
at the fame time, the fhorteft and moft jniqui-
tous expedient, was to end thefe diffenfions by
military apoftles, who, fword in hand, fhould
force the proteftants to return to the bufom of the
church, and to court the papal yoke, which they
had fo magnanimoufly thrown off their necks.
Some thought of a middle way, which lay equal-
ly remote from the difficulties that attended the
two methods now mentioned, and propofed that
1 reconciliation fhould be made upon fair, candid,
and equitable terms, by engaging each of the con-
tending parties to temper their zeal with mode-
ration, to abate reciprocally the rigour of their
pretenfions, and remit fome of their refpective
claims. This method, which feemed agieeable
to the diftates of reafon, charity, and juftice, was
highly approved of by feveral wife and good men,
on both fides; but it was ill-fuited to the arro-
gant ambition of the Roman pontif, and the fu-
peiftitious 1gnorance of the times, which beheld
with horror, whatever tended to introduce the
{fweets of religious liberty, or the exeicife of pri-
vate judgment. The fecond method, even the
ufe of violence, and the terrors of the fword, was
more agreeable to the fpirit and fentiments of the
age, and was peculiarly fuited to the defpotic ge-
nius and fanguine counfels of the court of Rome;
but the emperor had prudence and equity enough
to make him rejeé it, and it appeared fhocking
to thofe who were not loft to all fentiments of juf-
tice or moderation. The third expedient was
therefore moft generally approved of ; it was pe-
culiarly agreeable to all who were zealous for the
interefts and tranquillity of the empire, nor did
the Romian pontit feem to look upon it either
with averfion or contempt. Hence various con-
. ferences

XVI.
Szxcer. I,
[ SRR
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ferences were held between perfons of eminence,
piety, and learning, who were chofen for that
purpofe from both fides, and nothing was omitted
that might have the leaft tendency to calm the
animofity, heal the divifions, and unite the hearts
of the contending parties [ f]; but all to no pur-
pofe, fince the difference between their opinions
was too confiderable, and of too much impor-
tance, to admit of a reconciliation. It was in
thefe conferences that the {pirit and charatter of
MeraNcTHoN appeared in their true and genuine
colours; and it was here that the votaries of
Rome exhauifted their efforts to gain over to their
party this pillar of the Reformation, whofe abi-
lities and virtues added fuch a luftre to the pro-
teftant caufe. This humane and gentle fpirit
was apt to fink into a kind of yielding foftnefs
under the influence of mild and generous treat-
ment. And, accordingly, while his adverfaries
foothed him with fair words and flattering pro-
mifes, he feemed to melt as they fpoke, and, in
fome meafure, to comply with their demands:
but when they fo far forgot themfelves as to make
ufe of imperious language and menacing terms,
then did MeLancTHON appear in a very different

5 [f] As in the confeffion of Aug fburg there were three
forts of articles, one fort orthodox, and adopted by both
fides ; another that confifted of certain propofitions, which
the papal party confidered as ambiguous and obfcure ; and a
third, in which the doirine of LuTHEeR was entirely oppofite
to that of Rome ; this gave fome reafon to hope that, by the
means of certain conceflions sand modifications, condu&ed
mutually by a {pirit of candour and charity, matters might be
accommodated at laft. For this purpofe, fele& perfons were
appointed to carry on this falutary work, at firft feven from -
each party, confifting of princes, lawyers, and divines, which
number was afterwards reduced to three. LuTsERr’s obftinate,
flubborn, and violent temper, rendering him unfit for healing
divifions, he was not employed in thefe conferences, but he
was conftantly confulted by the proteftant party; and it was
with a view to this that he refided at Coburg.

point
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point of lights then a fpirit of intrepidity, ardor, c £ N T,
and independence animated all his words and ac- ¢ XV
tions, and he looked down with contempt on the

threats of powef, the frowns of fortune, and the

fear of death. The truth is, that, in this great

and good man, a foft and yielding temper was

joined with the moft inviclable fidelity, and the

moft invincible attachment to the truth.

V. This reconciling method of terminating the The refute
religious debates, between the friends of liberty 25,:2’,?,\",.
and the votaries of Rome, proving ineffectual, the
latter had recouife to other meafures, which were
fuited to the iniquity of the tumes, though they
were cqually difavowed by the ditates of reafon
and the precepts of the gofpel.  Thefe meafures
were, the force of the fecular arm, and the autho-
rity of imperial edis. On the 1gth day of No-
vember, a fevere decree was iffued out, by the
exprefs order of the emperor, duiing the abfence
of the Heflian and Saxon princes, who were the
chief fupporters of the proteftant caufe; and, in
this decree, every thing was manifeflly adapted to
deject the fitends of religious Libe.ty, 1f we except
a faint and dubious promife of enaging the pope
to affemble (in about fix months afrer the fepara-
tion of the diet) a general council.  The dignity
and excellence of the papal religion are extolled, be-
yond meafure, in this partial decree, a new decree
of feverity and force added to that which had been
publithed at #orms againtt Lutusr and his adhe-
rents; the changes that had been introduced into
the doftrine and difc#line of the proteftant
~hurches, feverely ceafured; and a folemn order
addreffed to the princes, ftates, and cities, that
had thrown off the papal yoke, to return to their
duty and their allegiance to Rome, on pain of in-

curring the indignation and vengeance of the em-
Vou. IV, H peror,
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C'ENT. peror; as the patron and proteftor of the
s X" |, chureh [g].

VI. No fooner were the eletor of Saxony and

The lesgue  the confederate princes informed of this deplora-

* ble iffue of the diet of Aug/burg, than they aflem-

bled in order to deliberate upon the meafures that

were proper to be taken on this critical occafion.

In the year 1530, and the year following, they

met, firlt at Smalcald, afterwards at Francfort, and

formed a folemn alliance and confederacy, with

the intention of defending vigoroufly their reli-

gion and liberties againft the dangers and en-

croachments with which they were menaced by

the edi¢t of Aug /burg, without attempting, how-

ever, any thing, properly fpeaking, offenfive

againft the votaries of Rome. Into this confede-

racy they invited the kings of Eugland, France,

and Denmark, with feveral other repubsics and

ftates, and left no means unemployed thar might

tend to corioborate and cement this important

alliance [#]. Amidft thefe emotions and prepa-

rations,

t¥ [g]To give the greater degree of weight to this edié it
was refolved, that no judge, who refufed to approve and fub-
feribe its contents, thould be admitted into the imperial chain-
ber of Spere, wiach is the fupreme court 1 Germany, The
emperor alfo and the popifh princesengaged themfelves to em-
ploy their united forces in oider to maintamn its authonity, and
to promote 1ts cxecution.

&F (4] Luruer, who at firft feemed averfe to this confe-
deracy, from an appichenfion of the calamities and troubles it
might produce, percerving at length its neceffity, confented
to it ; but, unchariablv, as well as imprudently, refufed com-
prehending in it the followers of Zuinerw ameng the Swifs,
together with the German flates or cities, which had adopted
sthe fenciments and confeflion of Bucer. And yet we find
that the citics of Ulw and Aug fBurg bad embraced the Refor-
mation on the principles of Zvin 61 e.~In the invitation ad-
drefled to Henry VUL kirg of England, whom the confede-
ratc princes were willing to declure the head and protefor of
tacir league, the following things were exprefsly flipulated
among {everal others : <z, That the king fhould encourage,
promote, and maintain the true do&trine of CuRrIsT, as it was

contained
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rations, which portended an approaching rupture, ¢ B N T.
¢he eleCtor Palatine, and the eleCtor of Mensz, s:{‘:l.' Le
offered their mediation, and endeavoured to re- emmemm
concile the tontending princes. With refpet to
the emperor, various reafons united to turn his
views towards peace. For, on the one hand, he
ftood in need of fuccours againft the Turk, which
the proteftant princes refufed to grant as long as the
edi@ts of #orms and Aug fourg remained in force ;
and, on the other, the eleGion of his brother Fer-
piNaND to the dignity of king of the Romans,
which had been concluded by a majority of votes;

contained in the confeflion of Augfurg, and defend the
fame at the next general council ;—that he thould not agiee to
any counci! fummoned by the bithop of Rome, but proteft
againft it, and neither ftbmit to its decrees, nor fuficr them
to be refpected in his dominions ;—that he fhould never atlow
the Roman pontif to have any pre-eminence or jurifdiGtion in
his dominions j—that he fhould advance 100,000 crowns for
the ufe of the confederacy, and double that fum if it became
neceffary ; all which articles the confederate princes were ob-
liced equally to obterve-on their part.  To thefe demands the
king anfwered, immediatcly, in a manner that was not fatisfac-
tory. He declared, that he would maintain and promote the
tiue do@rine of Curist; but, at the {ame time, as the
true ground of that doétrine lay onlv in the Holy Scriptures, he
would not accept, at any oae’s hand, what fhould be his faith,
or that of his kingdoms, and therefore defired they would fend
over learned men to confer with him, in order to promote a
religious union between him and the confederates. He more.
over declared himfelf of their opinion with refpe@ to the
meeting of a free general council, promifed to join with them,
in all fuch councils, for the defence of the true doérine ; but
thought the regulation of the ceremapial part of religion,
being a matter of indifference, onght to be left to the choice
of each fovereign for his own dominions.  After this, the king
gave them a fecond anfwer more full and fatisfaltory ; but
upon the fall of queen ANNE, this neguciation came to no-
thing. On the one hand, the king grew cold, when he per-
ceived that the confederates could, be'of no longer fervice o
him in fupporting the validity of his marriage; and, on tl{e
other, ths German princes were fenfible that they could never
fucceed with Hzwa ¥, vnlefs they would allow him an abfolute
diGatorthip in matters of religipn.

Ha at
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C E N T. at the diet of Cologw, in the year 1531, was con-
sk | tefted by the fame princes as contrary to the fun-
damental laws of the empire.
Thepeace  VII. In this troubled ftate of affairs many pro-
Z:';’mm- jefs of reconciliation were propofed ; and, after
' various negociations, a treaty of peace was con-
cluded at Nuremberg, in the year 1532, between
the emperor and the proteftant princes, on the
following conditions ; that the latter fhould fur-
nifh a {ubfidy for carrying on the war againft the
Turk, and acknowledge FErpinanp Jawful king
of the Romans ; and that the emperor, on his part,
fhould abrogate and annul the edh@s of Worms
and Aug/burg, and allow the Lutherans the free
and unmolefted exercife of their religious doétrine
and difcipline, until a rule of faith was fixed
either in the free general council that was to be
affembled in the {pace of fix months, or in a dict
of the empire. 'The apprehenfion of an approach-
ing rupture was fcarcely removed by this agree-
ment, when Joun, eleCtor of Saxoy, died, and
was fucceeded by his fon Joun FrEDERTCK, a
prince of invincible fortitude and magnanimity,
whofe reign was httle better than a conunued
{cene of duappointments and calamities.
A council VIII. 1he religious tiuce, concluded at Nz
::i‘:f"d ™ yemberg, infpired with new vigour and refolution
all the filends of the reformation. It gave ftrength
to the feeble, and perfeverance to the bold. In-
couraged by 1t, thofe who had been hitherto only
fecret enemies to the Roman ponuf, fpurned now
his yoke publicly, and refufed to fobmit to his
impetious jurifdiction. This app.ars from the va-
rious cities and provinces in Germuny, which,
about this time, boldly enlifted themfelves under
the 1ehgious ftandairds of LuTner. On the other
hand, as all hope of terminating the religious de-
bates that divided Furope was founded in the
meeting of the general council, which had been

fo
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fo folemnly promifed, the emperor renewed his c & v T.

earneft requefts to CLemenT VI1I,, that he would
haften an event that was expeted and defired with
fo much impatience. The pontif, whom the
hiftory of paft councils filled with the moft uneafy
and difcouraging apprehenfions, endeavoured to
retard what he could not, with any decency, ab-
folutely refufe [/]. He formed innumerable pre-
texts to put off the evil day; and his whole con-
du& evidently fthewed, that he was more defirous
of having thefe religious differences decided by
the force of arms, than by the power of argument.
He indeed, in the vear 1§33, made a propofal,
by his legate, to affemble a council at Mantua,
Piacentia, or Bologna ; but the proteftants refuled
their confent to the nomination of an ltalian coun-
cil, and infifted, that a controver{y, which *had
its rife in the heart of Germanv, thould be decided
within the limits of the empire. The pope, by
his ufual artifices, eluded his own promife, dif-
appointed their expeétations, and was cut off by
death, in the year 1§34, in the midft of his ftra-
tagems [£].

I1X. His fucceflor Pauvr IIl. feemed to fhew
lefs reluctance to the affembling a general coun-
cil, and appeared even difpofed to comply with
the defires of the emperor in that refpelt. Ac-
cordingly, in the year 1535, he exprefied his in-
clination to convoke one at Mantua; and, the

& [i] Befides the fear of feeing his authority diminithed
by a general council, another reafon engaged Cremenr VII,
to avoid an affembly of that nature ; for being confcious of
the illegitimacy of his birth, as Frao Pavro obferves, he had
ground to fear that the CoLonnAs, or his other enemies,
might plead this circumftance before the council, as a rcafon
for his exclufion from the pontificate ; fince it might be well
quettioned, whether a daffard could be a pope, though it is
known, from many irftances, that a profligare may.

[4] Secan ample accouat of every thing relative to this
(}:,omi:clll, in Fra, Pavvro’s Hiffory of the Council of Trent,

ook I,
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year following, acually fent circular letters for
that purpofe through all the kingdoms and ftates
under his jurifdiction [/].  The proteftants, on
the other hand, fully perfuaded, that, in fuch a
council [m], all things would be carried by the
votaries of Rome, and nothing concluded but what
fhould be agiceable to the fentiments and ambi-
tion of the pontif, aflembled at Smalcald in the
year 1537. And there they protefted {olemnly
againft fuch a partial and corrupt council as that
which was convoked by Paur Ill.; but, at the
fame time, had a new fummary of their doctrine
‘drawn up by LuTHER, in order to prefent it to
the affembled bithops, if it was required of them.
This fummary, which was diftinguifhed by the
title of the rticles of Smalcald, is generally joined
with the creeds and confeflions of the Lutheran
church.

X. During thefe tranfaltions, two remarkable
events happened, of which the one was meft de-
trimental to the caufe of religion in general, to
that of the Reformation in paticular, and pro-
duced, in Germary, civil tumults and commo-
tions of the moft horrid kind; while the other
was mote falurary in its confequences and effelts,
and ftruck at the very root of the papal authority
and dominicn. 1hLe former of thefe events was

&5 [/] This council was fummoned, by Pavr III., to af-
femble at Morsia, on the 23d of May, 1537, by a bull iffued
out the 2d of June of the preceding year. Several obftacles
prevented ity mecting. Fredenck, duke of Mantua, was not
much inchned to receive at ouce fo many guefle, and fome of
them turbulent ones, 1nto the place of hus refidence.

¢ {#]) Thatis, m a counc! afiembled by the authority of
the pope alone, and that alfo in Jtadv; two circumftances that
muft haye greatly contributed to give Payw 11l an undue in-
fluence in that affembly. The proteftants maintained, that
the emperar aud the other Chriftian princes of Eurgpe had a
vight to be authoriatizely concerned in calling a general coun-
«il; and that {fo much the more, as the Roman pontif was
evidently onc of the partics in the prefent debate.

anew
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a new fedition, kindled by a fanatical and out- c ¥ N T,

rageous mob of the anabaptiffs; and the latter, §,

the rupture between Henry VIII. king of Exg-
land, and thc Roman pontif, whofe junfdi&ion
and f{piritual fupremacy were publicly renounced
by that rough and refolute monarch.

In the year 1433, there came to AMMunfler, a
city in Wefiphalia, a certain number of anabaprifts,
who furpaffed the reft of that fanatical tribe in the
extravagance of their proceedings, the frenzy of
their difordered brains, and the madnels of their
pretenfions and projets. They gave themfclves
out for the meflengers of heaven, invefted with a
divine commiffion to lay the foundations of a new
government, a holy and fpiritual emprre, and to
defiroy and overturn all temporal rule and autho-
rity, all human and political inflitutions.  Flaving
turned all things into confufion and uproar in the
city of Munfler by this feditious and extravagant
declaration, they began to erect a new republic [ #],
conformable to their abfurd and chimerical notions
of religion, and committed the adminmiftration of
it to Jorr~ Bocknrovr, ataylor by profeflion, and
a native of Leyden. Their reign, however, was
of a fhort duration; for, in the year 1525, the
city was befieged and taken by the bithop of
Munjfter, aflifted by other German princes; this
fanatcal king and his wrong-headed aflociates
put to death in the moft terrible and ignominious
manner, and the new hierarchy deftroyed with its
furtous and extravagant founders. This diforderly
and outrageous conduct of an handful of anabap-
tifts, drew upon the whole body heavy marks of
difpleafure from the greateft part of the European
princes. The feverelt laws were enafted againft
them for the fecond time, in confequence of which
the innocent and the guilty were involved in the

. [#] This fanatical eftablihment they diftinguithed by the
title of the New :7”’1{/41?”1.
H 4 famg
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fame terrible fate, and prodigious numbers de-
voted to death in the moft dreadful forms [o].

XI. The pillars of papal defpotifm were at this
time 'thaken in England by an event, which, at
firft, did not feem to promife fuch important
confequences. Henry VIIL, a prince who in
vices and in abilities was furpaffed by none who
{wayed the fceptre in this age, and who, in the
beginning of thefe religious troubles, had oppofed
the dotrine and views of L.uTHER with the utmoft
vehemence, was the principal agent in this great
revolution [p]. Bound in the chains of matrimony
to CaTHARINE of Arragon, aunt to CuaRLES V.,
but, at the fame time, captivated by the charms
of an illuftrious virgin, whofe name was Anva
BoLeyn, he ardently defired to be divoiced from
the former, that he might render lawful his paffion
for the latter [¢]. For this purpofe, he addrefied

himfelf

[e] Hermanny Havmuermanwt Hfoua Ecly. renats
Evangclir per inferiorem Saxontam et Wofiphal. part 11 p. 1196',
opp.—DE Printz Specimen H.ftoriz f./nalaj)z. CoX, X1, Xl

d 89:‘; This £ & was, m procefs of time, confliderably reformed
by the nuniitry of two Irieflanders, Usnoand Mrnnown, who
purificd it from the enthofiattic, fuditicus, and atrocious pri-
ciples of its firft founders, as will be feen in the progrefs of
this hittory.

85 (] Among the various portraits that have been given
by hifterians of Hexry VIIL., there is none that equals the
mafterly one drawn by Mr. Hume, in his Hiffory of England,
under the houfe of Twpor. This great painter, whofe
colourmg, in other fubjetts, is fometimes more artful
than accurate, has catched from nature the firiking lines
of Hen rY’s motley charaéter, and thrown them into a compo-
fition, in which they appear with the greateft truth, fet out
with all the powers of expreflion,

¥¥ 4] From Dr. Mosuz1m’s manner of exprefling himfelf,
an uninformed reader might be led to conclude, thas the charms
of Axna BornEyn were the oaly motive that engaged Hanry
to diffolve his marriage with CaTrar1nE,  But this reprefen-
tation of the matter is not accurate. The king had entertained
{cruples concerning the legitimacy of his marriage, before his
acquaintance with the beautiful and unfortunate Anwa. C;_)n-

veriant
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himfelf to the Roman pontif Crement VII,, in © t’s"xr
order to obtain a diffolution of his marriage with s, ¢ 1.
Cataaring, alleging, that a principle of reli. e

gion reftrained him from enjoying any longer the
fweets of connubial love with that princefs, as fhe
had been previoufly married to his elder brother,
ARTHUR, and as it was repugnant to the divine
law to contract wedlock with a brother’s widow,
CLEMENT was greatly perplexed upon this occafion,
by the apprehenfion of incurring the indignation
of the emperor in cafe his decifion was favourable
to Hryry; and therefore he contrived various
pretexts to evade a pofitive anfwer, and exhaufted
zll his policy and artifice to cajole and deceive the
Englith monarch. Tired with the pretexts, apo-~
logies, vain promifes, and tardy proceedings of
the Roman pontif, HeNry had recourfe, for the
accomplithment of his purpofes, to an expedient
which was fuggefted by the famous Twuomas
Cranmrr, who was a fecret friend to Lurner
and his caufe, and who was afterwards raifed to
the fee of Canterbury. This expedient was, to de-
mand the oninions of the moft learned European
univerfities concerning the fubjedt of his fcruples.
The refult of this meafure was favourable to his
views. The greateft part of the univerfities de-

verfant in the writings of THoMas Aquiwas and other {chocl-
men, who Iooked upon the Levitical law as of moral and per-
manent obligation, and attentive to the remonitrances of the
bithops, who declared his marriage unlawful, the king was
filled with anvious deubts, that had made him break off all
conjugzl commerce with the queen, betore his affections had
been engaged by any other. This appears by Cardinal
Worssy’s propofing a marriag~ between his majefty and the
filter of Francis 1., which that pliant comtier would never
have done, had he known that the king’s aff.&lions were other-
wife engaged. After all, it is very poflitie, that the age and
infirmities of Ca B A R 1NE, fogether with the blooming charms
of ANna BoLgynw, tended mach to animate He xR Y’s remorfe,
and to render his conicience more fcrupolous. See Bur~eT’s
Hiftory of the Reformation. Hums’s Hiftary of the Houfe of
Tunor, p. 150,

9 clared
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clared the marriage with a brother’s widow un-
lawful. CaTaariNe was confequently divorced;
ANnnNa conduéted by a formal marrfage into the
royal bed, notwithftanding the remonftances of
CremenT; and the Englith nation delivered from
the tyranny of Rome, by HENRY’s renouncing the
jurifdiction and fupremacy of its impesious pontif,
Soon after this, Hexry was declared by the par-
liament and people fupieme bead, wn earth, of the
church of England, the monafteries were {fupprefled,
and their revenues applied to other purpofes; and
the power and authority of rhe pope were abro-
gated and entuely overturned {+].

XII. It is however carefully to be obferved here,
that this downfal of the papal authority in England
was not produllive of much bencfit either to the
friends or to the caufe of the Reformation.  For
the famc monarch, who had fo refolutely with-
drawn himfelf from the dominion of Roime, yet
fupenititioufly retained the greateft part of its
errors, along with its impenous and perfecuting
fpirit.  He ftill adhered to feveral of the wnofl
nionftrous doctiires of popery, and frequerty
prefented the terrors of death to thofe who differed
from huin in thewr 1cligious fentiments.  Befides,
he confidered the tidde of Head of the Englifh
church, as if 1t vansferred to him the enormous
power which had been claimed, and indeed
ufurped, by the Roman pontifs; and, in confe-
quence of this interpretation of his title, he looked
upon himfeif as mafler of the religious fentiments
of his fubjefts, and as authorifed to prefcribe

Tr] Befides the full and aceurate account of this and other
impoitaut cvents that i to be found in Bithop Burne1’s ex-
cellent Hiffory of the Reformation of the Church of England, the
curions reader will do well to coutult the records of this memo-
rable revolution in Wivxins’s Concil. Magne Bruannie et
Hibevniee, tom. iii. p. 424.~RavNav, dwecdotes Hifforiques,
Polinrgues, Milwaries, tom. 1. part . p. go.~Gen. Dicnary,
at the article Borryx. ’

modes
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modes of faith according to his fancy. Hence it
came to pafs, that, during the life and reign of
this prince, the face of religion was conftantly
changing, and thus refembled the capricious and
unfteady charater of its new chief. The pru-
dence, learning, and altivity of Cranner, arch-
bithop of Canterbury, who was the favourite of the
king, and the friend of the Reformation, coun-
terated, however, in manv inftances, the humour
and vehemecrce of this inconflant and turbulent
monarch. ‘I'he pious produdtions and wife counfels
of that venerable piclate diminithed daily the n-
fluence of the ancient fupeiilitions, difpelled by
degrees the mifts of ignorance that blinded the
people in favour of popery, and incresfed confi-
derably the number of thofc who withed well to
the Retormation [57.

XIilI. After the meeting of the council of
Mantua was prevented, various meafures were
taken, and many fchemes propofed, by the em-
peror on the one hand, and the proteftant princes
on the other, for the reftoration of concord and
union, both civil and religious. But thefe mea-
fures and projecls were nnattended with any folid
or falutary fruit, and were generally difconcerted
by the intrigues and artifice of Reme, whofe legates
and cieatuies were always lying in wait to blow
the flame of difcord in all thofe councils that
feemed unfavourable to the ambirion of its pontifs.
In the year 1541, the emperor, regardiels of the
bithop of Rome, appointed a conference at W orms,
on the fubjeét of Religion, between perfons of
piety and learning cliofen out of each of the con-
tending parties. It was here that MeLancrHON
and Eckius difputed during the fpace of tiree

[5] Befides BuRr x g1’s Hiffory of ihe Reformaticn, fee NEAL'S
Hitory of the Puritans, vol. 1. chap. i p. 11, )
days.
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removed to the diet which was held at Ratifton
that fame year, and in which the principal fubjett
of deliberation was a memorial, prefented by a
perfon unknown, containing a projeét of peace,
with the terms of accommodation that were proper
to terminate thefe religious differences [#]. This
conference, however, produced no other effet,
than a mutual agreement of the contending par-
ties to refer the decifion of their pretenfions and
debates to a general council; or, if the meeting
of fuch a council fhould be prevented bv any un-
forefeen obftacles, to the next German diet.

X1IV. This refolution was rendered ineffectual
by the period of perplexity and trouble that fuc-
ceeded the diet of Ratifbon; and by various inci-
dents that widened the’ breach, and put off to a
farther day the deliberations that were defizned to
heal it, [t 1s true, the Roman pontif ordered his
legate to declare in the diet, which was afftmbled
at Spire in the year 1542, that he would, accerding
to the promife he had already made, affemble a
general council, and that Trenz fhould be the
place of 1ts meeting, if the diet had no objection
to that city. Ferpinvanp, king of the Romans,
and the princes who adhered to the papal caufe,
gave their confent to this propofal; while the
proteftant members of the diet objeted both
againft a council fummoned by the papal authority
alone, and alfo againft the place appointed for its
meeting, and demanded a free and lawful council,
which fhould not be biafled by the di@ates, nor
awed by the proximity of the Roman pontif. This
proteftation produced no effect; Pavr III. per-
fifted in his purpofe, and iffued out his circular

[t] See Jo. Axpr. RoEDERY Libellus de Colloguic Worma-
tienfi Norimb. 1744, in 4to.
{#] See Jo.Expmann Brecx i Triplex Interim, cap.i. p. 1.

letters
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letters for the convocation of the council [»], c E N =
with the approbation of the emperor; while this Sl
prince cndeavoured, at the diet of Worms, in the
year 154§, to perfuade the proteftants to confent

¥5 [w] Itis proper to obferve here, that, having fummoned
fucceflively a council at Mantua, Picenza, and Penmice, withone
any effe *, this pontif thought it neceffary to thew the pro-
teftants that he was not averic 'to every kind of reformation;
and therefore appointed four cardinals, and five other perfons
eminent for their learning, to draw up a plan for the reforma.
tion of the church in general, and of thz charch of Rome in
particular, knowing full well, by the f{pirit which reigned in
the conclave, that this projett would come to nothing., A
plan, however, was drawn up by the perfons appointed for
that puipofe. The reformaticn propofed in this plan was
indeed extremely fuperficial anl partial; yet it contains fome
particulare, which fcarcely could have been expedied fiom the
pens of thofe that compofed it.  They complained, for inftance,
of the pride and ignorance of the bitheps, and propofid that
none thould rccewve orders but learned and pious inen; and
tha , therefore, care fhould be taken to have proper mfters to
mftruét the youth. Thev condemned tran{{)atiom from one
benefice to another, grants of refervation, non-refidence, and
pluralities. They propofed, that fome convents fhould be
abolifhed ; that the liberty of the prefs thould be reflrained and
Ymired ; that the colloquics of Ex asmus fhould be fupprefied ;
that no ecclefiaftic fhould enjoy a benefice out of his own
country ; that no cardinal fhould have a bifhopric; that the
queftors of St. ANrrony, and feveral other fainrs, fhould be
abolithed ; and, which wa. the beft of all their propotuls, thar
the efleé@s and perfonal eftate of ecclefiaftics thould be given to
the poor. They concluded with complaining of the prodigions
number of indigent and ragged priefts that ficquented
$t. Perer’s church; and declared, that it was a great fcandal
to fer the whores lodged fo magnificently at Rpme, and riding
through the ftreets on fine mules, while the cardinals 2nd other
ecclefiaftics accompanied them in a moft courteous and familiar
manner, 'The feveral articles of this plan of reformation
(which Lutuer and Sturmius of Strafburg turacd into ridi-
cule, and which indeed left unredreffed the mofl intolcrable
grievances of which the proteftants complained) were publithed
At Antwerp in or about the year 153,  with the anfiver of
CocuLzus to the objettions of STurmMius. They are like-
wife prefixed to the Hoflory o the Councel of Trent, by Cranre,
and were afterwards publifhed at Pares in 1612 1.
* This council was never affem* led,
R ; See Paurin, in Paul 111, Siad, L xiis Unverf. Med, B . voloxxois
to
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to the meeting of this council at T7ent. But the
proteftants were fixed in their refolution, and the
efforts of Cuarres were vain.  Upon which the
emperor, who had hitherto difapproved of the
violent meafures which were inceflandy fog-
gefted by the court of Roine, departed from his
ufual prudence and modeiation, and, liftemng to
the fanguine counfels of Pavr, formed, in con-
Junélion with that fubtle pontif, the defign of ter-
minating the debates about religion by the force
of arms. The landgrave of Heffe, and the eleCtor
of Sevony, who were the chief proteftors of the
protettant caufe, were no fooner informed of this,
than they took the proper meafuies to prevent
their being furpiiled and overwhelmed unawares
by a fuperior foice, and, accordingly, raifed an
army tor thewr defence. Vi hile this terribie {torm
was nfing, Lururg, whole averfion to all methods
of violenee and torce in muatters of religicn was
well known, and who recommended prayer and
patience as the only arms w athy of thofe who had
the caufe of genuine Chiiflianity at heart, was re-
moved by Providence froms this fcene of tumult,
and the approaching calamities that threatened
his country. Ile dwd in peace, on the 18th of
February, in the year 1540, at Ayfleben, the place
of his buth.

CII AP 1V,

The Hiflory of the Refermaticn, frem the commence~
ment of the war of Smalcald 2o the famous Paciff-
cation, commonly called the PEack oF ReLiGioON,
concluded at Augfburg.

I. FIE emperor and the pope had mutually
refolved the defirudlion of all who fhould

dare to oppofe the council of Trent. The meeting
of that affembly was to ferve as a fignal for their
taking
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taking arms; and, accordingly, its deliberations
were {carcely begun, in the year 1546, when the
proteftants perceived undoubted marks of _the ap-
proaching ftorm, and of a formidable union be.
tween the emperor and the pontif to overwhelm
and crufh them by a fudden bluw. There haq
been, it is true, a new conference this very year,
at the diet of Ratifbon, between fome emipent
dotors of both parties, with a view to the accom-
modation of their religious differences; but it ap-
peared fufficienty, both from the nature of this
difpute, the manner it was carried on, ang its
HTue and refult, that the matters in debate would,
fooner or later, be decided in the field of bygtle.
In the mean time, the fatheis, aflembled In the
councll of Trent, promulgated  their decrees -
while the proteft nt princes i the diet of RatyJon
protefied againft their authority, and wers, ip
confequence of this, proferibed by the emperor,
who 1aifed an army to reduce them to obedience,
11. The elector of Saxomy and the landgrave of
Heffe led their forces into Bavaria againft the em-
peror, and ¢wnnnnaded his camp at Ingolfad with
great fpirit. It was fuppoted that this would
biing the two armies to a general action, by fe
veral circumitances prevented a battle, which was
expected by the moft of the confedeiates, and,
probubly, would have been advantageous to their
canfe  Among thele we may reckon, princi-
pally, the perfidy of Muavrice, duke of Saxgny,
who, feduced by the promifes of the emperor on
the one hand, and by his own ambition and avarice
on the other, invaded the eleétoral dominiong of

s uncle Joun Freperick, while that worth
prince was maintaining againft the emperor the
facred caufe of religion and liberty.  Add to this
the divifions that were fomented by the diffimyla-
tion of the emperor among the confederate princes;
the fatlure of France in furnithing the fublidy that
had
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had been promifed by its monarch; and other in-
cidents of lefs moment. Al} thefe things dif-
couraged fo the heads of the proteftant party, that
their army was foon difperfed, and the elector of
Saxony dire€ted his march homewards. But he
was purfued by the emperor, who made feveral
forced marches, with a view to deftroy his enemy,
before he fhould have time to recover his vigour;
in which defign he was affifted by the ill-grounded
fecurity of the eleGtor, and, as there is too much
reafon to think, by the treachery of his officers.
T'he two armies drew up in order of battle near
Mublberg on the Elbe, on the 24th of April, 1547;
and, after a bloody ation, that of the eleétor,
being inferior in numbers, was entirely defeated,
and himfelf taken prifoner. Purvip, landgrave of
Heffe, the other chief of the proteftants, was per-
fuaded by the entreaties of his fon-in-law,
Mavurice, now declared cletor of Saxomy [x], to
throw himfelf upon the mercy of the emperoi, and
to implere his patrdon. To this he confented,
relying on the promife of Cuarres for obtaining
forgivenefs, and being reftored to liberty; but,
notwithftanding thefe expeétations, he was unjuftly
detained prifoner by a {candalous violation of the
moft folemn convention. 1t is faid, that the em-
eror retratted his promife, and deluded this un-
Eappy prince by the ambiguity of two German
woirds, which refemble each other [y]; but this
point

5 {x] Intheroomof Joux Freprrick, whom he had fo

hafely betrayed.
¢ [y] There is fcarcely in hiftory any infance of fuch 2
mean, perfidious, and defpotic hehaviour zs that of the em~
peror to the landgraseiuthe cafe now before us. After having
received in public the humble fubmiffions of that unhappy
prince, made upon his knees, and that in the moft refpeétful
and affefling terms, and aftcr baving fet him at liberty by a
folemn treatv, he had him arrefled anew, without alleging
any realon, nay any pretext, and kept him for feveral years
in a clofe and fevere confinement,. When MAURICE remon-
firated
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point of hiftory has not been hitherto fo ffll‘ cleared cE % T,
up, as to enable us to judge with certainty con- ¢ XV" L
cerning the confinement of this prince, and the ———
real caufes to which it was owing [ z].

II1. This revolytion feemed ¢.cry way adapted The famous
to complete the ruin of the proteftant caufe, and mff'::{,,‘
to crown the efforts of the Roman pontif with the the farerim.
moft triumphant fuccefs. In the dict of Aug/burg,
which was affembled foon after, with an imperal
army at hand to promote union and difpaiwch, the
emperor required of the proteftants, that they
would leave the decifion of thefe religious contefts
to the wifdom of the council that was ro meet at
Trent. The greateft part of the members con-
fznted to this propofal ; and, among others,
Mavrice, the new elector of Saxony, who owed
both his eleCtorate and his dominions to the em-
peror, and who was ardently defirous of obtaining
the liberty *of his father-in law the landgrave of
I1:fe. This general {ubmiffion to the wil of the
emperor did not, however, produce the fiuits
that were expeéted fiom fuch a folemn and almoft
univerfal approbation of the council of 77enr, A
plague, which manifefted itfelf, or was faid to do
fo, in that city, engaged the greateft part of the
affembled fathers to retire to Belogra, and theichy
the council was, in effe&, diffolved; nor could
all the entreaties and remonitrances of the empeior
prevail upon the pope to re affemble it again

ftrated to the emperor againft this new imprifonment, the em-
peror anfwered, that he nad never promied that tie landgrave
thould not be wmprefone? anew, but only that he fhoald be
exempted from perpetual imprifonment 3 anl, o fuppore this
affertion, he produced the treaty, in which hiy murifters, in
order to elude the true meaning of the accommodation, had
perfidioufly foifted in ew:ser gefangnes, © hich fignifics a perge-
tual prifon, infteal of .omiger gefangnes, which meanc any pofiu.
This matter is, however, contcfied by forne hiftorians.

[£] See a German work, entitled, Be w1 Groscs Vertheidi-
gung der Evangelfrhen Kirken pegen Guitfr. drald. p 29.

Vou. 1V, 1 without
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without delay. While things were in this fitua-
tion, and the profpett of feeing a council affembled
was caft at a diftance, the emperor judged it ne-
ceffary, during this interval, to fall upon fome
method of maintaining peace in religious matters,
until the decifion, fo long expected, fhould be
finally obtained. It was with this view that he
ordered JuLius Prrucrus, bithop of Naumburg,
Micuaer Siponius, a creature of the pontif, and
Joun Acricora, a native of Ayfleben, to draw up
a Formulary, which might ferve as a rule of faith
and worfhip to both of the contending parties,
until a council fhould be fummoned. As this was
only a temporary appointment, and had not the
force of a permanent or perpetual inflitution, the
rule in queftion wa. called the Inrerim [a].

Iv. This

& [a] This projcét of CrarLEs was formed, partly to vent
his 1efentment againft the pope, and partly to anfuwer other
purpofes of a more political kind. Be that as 1t may, the
Formula ad Intesim, or 'L emporary Rule of Faith ana Worthip,
here mentioned, contamed all the eflfential deérines of the
church of Rome, though confiderably foftened and mitigated
by the moderate, prudcnt, and artful terms in which they
were exprefled ; terms quite different from thofe that were
employed, before and atter this period, by the coural of
Trent. There was even an affeCted ambiguity in many ex-
preflions, which rendered them fufceptible of different fenfes,
applicable to the fentimerts of both communtons, and therefore
difagreeable to both. The Interin was compoied with that
fraudulent, {pecious, and feducing dexterny, that in after-
tim~> appeared in the de.citful Expefition of the Catholic Fastb,
by M. Bossver, bifhop of Meaux, and it was almoft equalls
rejeéted by the proteftants and Roman catholics. The cup was
allowed, by this Imperial Creed, to the proteflants in the ad-
mynifiratien of the Lord’s fupper, and priefis and clerks were
permitted by it to enter into the married ftate. Thefe grants
were, however, accompanied with the two following condi-
tions : 8. That every one fhould be at hiberty to ufe the cup, or to
abflam fiom it, and 1o thoje a flute of marriage, or a flate of
celibocy, as be fbould judg mof firemg, 2. That thefe grants
Joould reman i force no Jonger than the bappy peried awben a
general council. /:/a:zld termunate all religious differences. This
fecond conditicn was adapted to produce the greateft diforde‘li'

an
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IV. This temporary rule of faith and difcipline,
though it was extremely favourable to the interefis
and pretenfions of the court of Rome, had yet the
fate to which fchemes of reconciliation are often
expofed; it pleafed ncither of the contending par-
ties, but was equally offenfive to the followers of
LuTHer, and to the Roman ponti. It was,
however, promulgated with folumnity by the em-
peror, at the diet of Aug/burg; and the ele&or of
Mentz, without even deigning to afk the opinions
of the affembled princes and ftates, rofe with an
air of authority, and, as if he had been commif-
fioned to reprefent the whole diet, gave a formal
and public approbation to this famous Interim.
Thus were many princes of the empire, whofe
filence, thoush it proceeded from want of cousage,
was 1Interpreted as the mark of a tacit confent,
engaged againft their will to receive this book as
a body of ecclefiaftical law. The greateft part
of thofe, who had the refolution to difpute the
authority of this Imperial Creed, were obliged to
fubmit to it by the force of arms, and hence arofe
deplorable fcenes of violence and bloodfhed,
which involved the ewpire in the greateft calami-
ties. Mauricg, eleCtor of Saxony, who, for fome
time, had held a neutral conduét, and neither de-
clared himfelf for thofe who rejected, nor for thofe
who had adopted the rule in queftion, aflembled,
in the year 1448, the Saxon nobility and clergy,
with MzeLancTHON at the head of the latter, and,
in feveral conferences held at Leipfic and other
places, took counfel concerning what was to be

and confufion, in cafe the future council fhould think proper
to enjoin celibacy on the cletgy, and declare, as it did in effeét,
their marriage unchriftian and unlawful.

[a] See Jo. Erpwm. Brrcxry Triplex Ierim, publifhed m
Bvo. at Leigfic, in the year 1721.—Luc. Osianper Conturia
XVI. Hiftor, Ecclef. 1ib. ii. cap. Ixviil. p. 425.—For an ac-
count of the authors and editons of the book called Interim,
fec Die Danyfiiee Bibliash. part V. p. 1, & part VL. p. 185.
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done in this critical affair. The deliberations, on
this occafion, were long and tedious, and their
refult was ambiguous ; for Me-ancTHON, whofe
opinion was refpe@ted as a law by the reformed
@BCtors, fearing the emperor on the one hand, and
attentive to the fentiments of his fovereign on the
other, pronounced a fort of a reconciling fentence,
which, he hoped, would be offenfive to no party.
He gave it as his }\Pinion, that the whole of the
book called Interim could not, by any means,
be adopted by the friends of the Reformation;
but he declared, at the fame time, that he faw no
realon, why this book might not be approved,
adopted, and received, as an authoritative rule,
in things that did not relate to the eflential points
of religion, in things that might be confidered as
acceflory or indifferent [6].  'This decifion, inftead
of pacifying matters, produced, on the contrary,
new dwificns, and formed a ichifin ameng the
followers of LutnEer, of which farther mention
fhall be made hereafter, in the Hiffory of the Church
eftablithed by that reformer. I fhall only ob-
ferve, that this {chifm placed the caufe of the Re-
formation in the moft perilous and critical ciicum-
ftances, and might have contributed either to
ruin it entirely, or to retard confiderably its
progrefs, had the pope and the empcror been
dexterous enough to make the proper ufe of thefe
divifions, and to feize the favourable occafion
that was prefented to them, of turning the force of
the proteftants againft themfelves.

V. Amidft thefe contefts Pavr II1. departed
this life in the year 1549, and was fucceeded, the
year following, by Juiivs IIl., who, yielding to

& [4] By things /ndsffevent, MEt ancTHON underftood par-
ticularly the rites and ceromonies of the popith worfhip, which,
fuperftitions as they were, that reformer, yielding to the foft-
nefs and Hexibility of his naumal temper, treated with a fin-
gular and exceffive indulgence apon this occafion.

3 the
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the repeated and importunate folicitations of the ¢ & w 1.

emperor, confented to the affembling a council ¢ XV%

ct. L

at Trent. Accordingly, in the diet of dug/burg, ——m

which was again held under the canon of an Im-
perial army, CuarLEs laid this matter before tife
ftates and princes of the empire. The greateft
part of the princes gave thewr confent to the con-
vocation of this council, te which alfo Mavuricg,
elector of Saxony, fubmutted upon certain condi-
tions [¢].  I'he emperor then concluded the diet
in the year 1551, defiring the affembled princes
and ftates to prepare all things for the approach-
ing council, and dpromiﬁng that he would ufe his
moft zealous endeavours towards the promoting
moderation and harimony, 1mpartiality aud chari-
ty, in the deliberations and tranfattions of that
afferably.  Opon the breaking up of the diet, the
proteftants took the fteps they judged moft pru-
dent to prepate themfelves for what was to hap-
pen. The Saxons employed the pen of Mi-
rancrtHoN, and the Wurtemberghers that of
BrepTIUS, to draw up confefions of their faith,
that werc t be laid before the new council. Be-
fides the ambaffadors of the duke of Wurtemberg,
feveral doctors of that city repaired to Trent. The
Saxon divines, with MeLancTHON at their head,

K> [c] Mavrice {who was defirous of regaining the ef.
teem of the proteitants of Saxomy, whrch he had loft by his
perfidious behaviour to the late eletor Joun FrEDRRICK, his
benefaftor aud friend) gave his confunt to the re-eftabhilung
the council of 7remt, upon the following conditions: 1/,
That the pownts of doctrine, which had becn already decided
there, thould be re-exammed, and difcufled anew : zdly, That
this examination (hould be made in prefence of the proteltant
dwvines, or their deputies. 34ly, That the Saxon proteftants
fheuld have a hberty of wotng, as well as of delrberanng, in
the council: and g/hly, That the pope fhu.ld not pretend to

refide in that a embly, either in perfon or by his legates,

his declarauon of Mavurice was read in the diet, and his
deputies infifted apon its being entered into the regifters, which

the archbifhop of Menrs, howe ser, obftinatély refufed.
13 fet
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fet out alfo for that place, but proceeded in their
journey no tuither than Nuremberg. They had
received feciet orders to ftop there; for Mav-
rice had no intention of fubmitting to the empe-
ror’s views; on the contrary, he hoped to 1educe
that prince to a compliance with his own projeéts.
He therefore yielded in appearance, that he might
carry his point, and thus command in reality.

VI. The real views of Cuartes V., amidft the
divifions and troubl's of Germary (which he fo-
ment:d by negociations that car ied the outward
afpett of a reconciling fpirit), wiil appear evident-
ly to fuch as confider attentively the nature of the
times, and compare the tranfactions of this prince,
the one with the other. Relying on the extent of
his power, and the fuceefls that frequently accom-
puned his enterpiizss, with a degree of confidence
that was highly nprudent, Caarwrs propoled to
turn thele religious comnmotions and difiinfions to
the confiimation and increafe of his dominion in
Germany, and by fowing the feeds of difcord
among the princes of the empire, to weaken their
power, and thereby the more eafily to encioach
upon their rights and privileges. On the other
hand, ardently deflirous of reducing within nar-
rower limies the jurifdition and dominion of the
Roman pontifs, that they might not fet bounds
to his ambition, nor prevent the execution of his
afpiring views, he facrered himfelf that this wouid
be the natural effe¢t of the approaching council.
He was confirmed in this pleafing hope, by re-
fletting on what had happened in the councils of
Conftarice and of Bafil, in which the luft of papal
ambiton had been oppofed with fpirit, and re-
ftrained within certain limits. He alfo perfuaded
himfelf, that, by the dexterity of his agents, and
the nwober of the Spanith and German bifhops
that were devoted to his interefts, he fhould be
able to influence and dire&t the deliberations of

the
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the approaching council in fuch a manner, as to
make its decifions anfwer his expetations, and
contribute effeCtually to the accomplithment of
his views. Such were the fpecious dreams of
ambition that filled the imagination of this reftlefs
prince ; but his views and projefts were difcon-
certed by that fame Mauvrice of Saxony, who
had been one of the principal inftruments of that
violence and oppreffion which he had exercifed
againft the proteftant princes, and of the injury
he had done to the proteftant caufe.

V1iI. The moft confiderable princes, not only
of Germany, but even of all Europe, had, for a
long time, addreflfed to the emperor their united
entireaties for the deliverance of ParLrr, landgrave
of Iefle, and Joun FrREDERICK, eleCor of Saxony,
from their confinement; and Maurice had fo-
licited, with peculiar warmth and affiduity, the
liberty of the former, who was his father-in-law,
But all thefe folicitations produced no effeét.
Mavurice, perceiving at length that he was duped
by the emperor, and alfo convinced that this am-
bitious monarch was forming infidious defigns upon
the liberties of Germany, and the jurifdiCion of its
princes, entered, with the utmoft lecrecy and expe-
dition, into an alliance with the king of France and
feveral of the German princes, for the maintenance
of the rights and liberties of the emnpire. Encou-
raged by this refpe&able confederacy, the ative
Saxon marched a powerful army againft the em-
peror, in the year 1552 ; and that with fuch afto-
nithing valour and rapidity, that he furprifed
CruaRrLEs at Ju/pruk, where he lay with a handful of
troops in the utmoft fecurity, and without the leaft
apprehenfion of danger. This fudden and unforefeen
event alarmed and dejedted the =mperor to fuch a
degree, that he was willing to make peace on
almoft any conditions; and confequently, in a
lietle time after this, he not only concluded at

14 Pafay
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Paffay the famous treaty of Pacification with the
protcftants [4], but alfo promifed to affemble,
in the fpace of fix months, a diet, in which all
the tumules and diffenfions that had been occa-
fioned by a variety of fentiments in religious mat-
ters fhould be entirely removed. Thus did the
famc prince, who flands foremoft in the lift of
thofe that cppiefled the proteftants, and reduced
their affalis to the greateft extremities, reftore
their expiiing hopes, fuppoit and render triumph-
ant their defperate caufe, and procure them a bul-
wark of peace and liberty, which ftill remains.
Mavuricr, however, did not live to fee this happy
iffue of his glorious expedition ; for he loft his
hfe the year following, by a wound i1eceived at
the battle of Siverbaufen, while he wos fighting
againft ALBERT Of Brandeiburg {e].

8 [d] As this rreaty is cenfidered by the German pro-
tellinis as the bafis of tuewr rehigious liberty, it will not be
amifs ta infert here fome of us princinal articles. By the three
firft articles 1t was fpulatea, that Mavrice and tae con-
federates fhould lay down thewr arms, and fhoold lend their
troops to FERDINAND t0 defend him againft the Turks, and
that the landg ave of Aefe thould be fet at liberty. By the fourth
it was agreed, that the rale of faith called Zurerem, thouid be
confidered as nuil and void 5 that the conterding parties thovld
enjoy the free and unditwb:d exercife of their religion, uatil
a Jict fhoold be affembled to determinc amicably the prefent
difputes {which dict was to mcet m the fpice of fix montls) ;
and that this religious libertv thould continue always, in ca’e
that it (hou'd be found impoflible to come to an uniformity in
do¢trine and worthip. It was alfo refolved, that all thofe wlo
had {uffered banithment, or any other calamity, on accoent of
their having been concerned w the league or war of Smatvald,
fhould be re-inftated in their privileges, their poficilions, ard
enployments ; that the Imperial chamber at Spure fhould be
open to the proteflants as well as to the catholics ; and that
there fhould be always a certain sumber of the Lutheran per-
fuafion in that high court.

83 [¢) AvserT, marquis of Brandenbarg, after the pacifi-
cation of Paflax, to which he refufed to fubferibe, continued
the war agamnft the Roman catholics; and afterwards com-
mitted fuch ravages in the empire, that a confederacy was
formed againft him, at the head of which Mavrice was

placed.
VIII. The
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VIII. The .troubles of Germany, with feveral
other 1ncidents, rendered it impofiible to affem-
bie the Diet, which the emperor had promifed at
the pacification of Pajfau, fo {oon as the period
mentioned in the articles of that treaty. This
famous Diet met, however, at Aug/burg, in the
year 1555, was opened by FerpinanD in the
name of the emperor, and terminated thofe de-
plorable feenes of bloodfhed, defolation, and dif-
cord, that had fo long afflitted both church and
ftate, by that religions peace, as it is commonly
calied, which fecured te the proteftants the free
exercife of their religion, and «{tablithed this in-
eltimable liberty upon the firmeflt foundations.
-For, after various debates, the following memo-
rable a&s were pafled on the 25th of September :
tha* the pioteftants who followed the confeflion

ug/&urg, fhould be for the future confidered
as cnurcy exempt from the jurifdiétion of the
Roman pontif, and from the authority and fuper-
intendance of the bifhops; that they were left at
pcrfc& liberty to enact laws for themitlves, relat-
ing to their religious fentiments, difcipline, and
wor{h:p, that all the inhabitants of the German
empire fhould be allowed to judge for themfelves
in religious matters, and to join themfelves to that
church whofe dotrine and worfhip they thouaht
the pureft and the moft confonant to the fpmt of
true Chriftianity ; and that all thofe who fhould
injure or perfecure any perfon under religious pre-
texts, and on account of their opinions, fhould
be declared, and proceeded againt, as public
enemies of the empire, invaders of its Jiberty, and
difturbers of its peace [ f]. The difficulties that
were to be furmounted before this equitable deci-
fien could be procured, the tedwns deliberations,

[£] See Jo. ScuirTert Liler de Pace Religiofa, publifhed
in 4t0. in the year 1700.—Cur1sT. LERMAN NI AZa publica
et originalm de Pace Religivja. Francf. 1707.
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the warm debates, the violent animofities and
bloody wars, that were neceflary to engage the
greateft part of the German ftates to confent to
conditions fo agrecable to the ditates of right
reafon, as well as to the facred injunétions of the
golpel, thew us, in a fhocking and glaring point
of light, the ignorance and fuperftition of thefe
miferable times, and fland upon record as one of
the moft evident proofs of the neceflity of the Re-
formation.

IX. While thefe things were tranfating in Ger-
many, the friends of genuine Chriftianity in Eng-
land deplored the gloomy reign of fuperftition,
and the almoft total exunétion of true rehigion ;
and, feeing before their eyes the caufe of popery
maintained by the terrors of bloody peifecution,
and daily victims brouoht to the ftake, to expiate
the pretended ciime of preferiing the dictates of
the Gofpel to the defpotic laws of Rome, they ef-
teemed the Germans happy, in having threwn off
the yoke of an imperious and fupertitious church.
Henry VIILL, whofe perfonal vices, as well as his
arbitrary and capricious condud&t, had greatly re-
tarded the progrefs of the Reformation, was now
no more. He departed this life in the year 1547,
and was fucceeded by his only fon Epwarp VI,
This amiable prince, whofe early youth was
crowned with that wifdom, fagacity, and virtue,
that would have done honour to advanced years,
gave new fpirit and vigour to the proteftant caufe,
and was its brighteft ornament, as well as its moft
effeGual fupport. He encouraged learned and
pious men of foreign countries to fettle in Eng-
land, and addrefled a particular inviration to
MarTIN Bucer and PavL Facius, whofe mode-
ration added a luftre to their other virtues, that,
by the miniftry and labours of thefe eminent men,
in concert with thofe of the friends of the Re-
formation in England, he might purge his domi-

nions



Cuar. IV, The HisTorY of the REFORMATION,

123

nions from the fordid fitions of popery, and ef- c & v T,

tablith the pure doftrines of Chriftianity in their ¢

Xvi
rer. L

place. For this purpofe he iffued out the wifeft e

orders for the reftoration of true religion; but his
reign was too fhort to accomphth fully fuch a
glorious purpofe. In the year 1553, he was taken
from his loving and afflicted fubjects, whofe for-
row was inexpreflible, and fuited to their Jofs.
His fifter Mary (the daughter of CaTHARINE Of
Arragon, from whom Henry had been feparated
by the famous divorce), a furious bigot to the
church of Rome, and a princefs whofe natural cha-
ralter, like the fpirit of} her 1eligion, was defpotic
and cruel, fucceeded him on the Britith throne,
and impofed anew the arbitrary laws and the ty-
rannical yoke of Rome upon the people of England.
Nor were the methods the employed, in the caufe
of fuperftition, better than the caufe itfelf, or
tempered by any fentiments of equity or compaf-
fion. Barbarous tortures, and death in the mott
thocking forms, awaited thofe who oppofed her
will, or made the leaft ftand againft the reftora-
tion of popery.  And among many other viflims,
the learned and pivus Cranmer, archbifthop of
Canterbury, who had been one of the moft illuftri-
ous inftruments of the Reformation in Eugland,
fell a facrifice to her fury. This odious fcene of
petfecution was happily concluded, in the year
1558, by the death of the queen, who left no
iffue; and, as foon as her fucceffor the lady
Erizasern afcended the throne, all things af-
fumed a new and a pleafing afpect. This illuftri-
ous princefs, whofe fentiments, councils, and
projets breathed a fpirit fuperior to the natural
{oftnefs and delicacy of her fex. exerted this vigo-
rous and manly fpirit in the defence of opprefied
confcience and expiring liberty, broke anew the
defpotic yoke of papai authority and fuperttition,
and, delivering her people from the bondage of

Kome,
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CE N T. Rome, eftablithed that form of religious doltrine

$zcv. I ¢

p—

In Scotlond,

and ecclefiaftical government which ftill fubiifts
in England. This religious eftablithment differs,
in fome refpeéts, from the plan that had been
formed by thofe whom Epwarp VI. had em-
ployed for promoting the caufe of the Reforma-
tion, and approaches nearer to the rites and dif-
cipline of former times; though itis widely dif-
ferent, and in the moft important points entirely
oppofite, to the principles of the Ronian hierarchy.

X. The feeds of the Reformation were very
early fown in Scotland, by feveral noblemen of that
nation, who had refided in Germany dwiing the
religious difputes that divided the ampire. But
the power of the Roman pontif, fupported and
feconded by inhuman liws and barbirous execue
tions, choked, for many years, thefe tender feeds,
and prevented thewr taking 1ot The firft and
moft eminent oppoler of the papal juntdition
was Joun Kwrox [¢], a difciple of CaLvin, whofe
eloquence

&7 [¢] It will rot be improper to infert here the charadter of
this famcus Scottifh reformer, as it is diawn by the elegant,
{pirited, accura'e, and ymporual pen of Dr. RoBerTsoN, in
his Hiffory of Scotland, hook V1. < Zeal, intrepidiy, difs
«¢ jntcreflednefs (fays that incomparable writer) wer. virtues
¢« which he poffeffed in an emment degree.  He was ac-
*¢ quainted, too, with the learming culuvated ir that age;
+ and excelled in that fpecies of eloquence which is calculated
s¢ to roufe and to wimme. His maxims, however, were often
s too fevere, and the impetuoiity of his t riper exceffive,
« Rigid and uncomplying bim{clf, he fhewcd no indulgence
¢ to the infirmities of others. Regardlefs of the diftinétions
of rank and charaéter, he uttered his admonitions with an
¢ acrimo: y and vehemence more apt to irritate than to re-
claim. This often betrayed him into irdecent and undu-
< tiful expreflions with refpe& to the queen’s perfon and con-
e dut, Thofe very qualities, howcver, which now ren.
¢« dered his charalter lefs amuable, fitted him to be the in.
firument of Providence for advancing the Reformation
¢ among a fierce people, and enabled him to face dangers,
+ and to furmount oppofiton, from which a perfon of a more
«« gentle fpirit would have been apt to fhrink back. By an
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cloquence was perfuafive, and whofe fortitude ¢ 2 n T,
was invincible [#]. This refolute reformer fer ¢ XV5
out from Geneva for Scotland in the year 1559, and,
in a very fhort fpace of time, in(i})ired the people,
by his private exhortations and his public dif-
covrfes, with fuch a violent averfion to the fuper-
ftitions of Rome, that the greateft part of the
Scotch nation abandoned them entrely, and
aimed at nothing lefs than the total extirpation
of popery [¢]. From this period to the prefent
times, the form of dofrine, worfhip, and difci-
pline, that had been eftablifhed at Geneva by the
miniftry of CaLvin, has been maintained in Seoz-
land with invincible obftinacy and zeal, and every
attempt to introduce into that kingdom the rites
and government of the church of Englond has
proved impotent and unfuccefsful [£].

XI. The

‘¢ unwearied application o ftudy and to bufincfs, as well as
“¢ by the frequency and fervour of his public difcoutfes, he
« had worn out a conftitution naturally frong. During a
¢« lingering illnefs, he ducovered the utmoft fortitude, and
s nct the approaches of death with a magnanimity infepara-
“ ble from his chara@ler Hé was conilantly employed in
« als of devotion, and comforted himfelf with thofe pro-
« {oe&ts of immortality, which not only prefervc good men
< from defponding, but fill them with cxultation in thewr jait
¢¢ moments.

&7 4] The earl of MorToNn, who was prefent at his fune-
ral, pronounced his eulogium in a few words, the more ho-
nourable for Kxox, as they came from one whom he had often
cenfured with peculiar feverity : There Lies He avbo never feared
the face of man.

(] See NeaL’s H.ffory of the Puritans, vol. 1. p. 165, 212,
234, §69.~CaLDERWGOD’s Hiffory of Scotlund’s Reformation,
publi{éed in folio at Lowden, in the year 1680.—Grorc.
Biocuanant Rerum Scoticar. Hyff, 1ib, xvi. p. 313. edit. Rydz-
mann. folio.—MEgrLviL’s Memowrs, vol. 1. p. 73,

E5 [#] The indignation of the peo;le, which had been
excfted by the wicee of the clergy, was foon transferred to their
perfons, and fertled at iaft, by a tranfition not unufual, upon
the ofices they enjoyed ; and thus the effe@s of the Reforma-
tion extended not only to the doétrine, but alfo to the govern-
ment of the popith church. But in Germawy, England, ar;‘d

the
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The History of the ReEFORMATION.

X1. The caulc of the Reformation underwent,
in Freland, the fame viciflitudes and revolutions
that

the noith'rn kingdoms, its operations were checked by the
power and policy of their princes, and epifcopal hietarchy
{which appears to be the moft conformable to the practice of
the church, fince Chriftianity became the eftablithed religion
of the Roman empire), was iHill continuec, in thefe countries,
under certain limitatons.  The ecclefiathcal government was
copied after the civil; and the diocefles and jurifdidtion of
patriarchs, archbihops, and bithops, corniefponded with the
divifion and conthtution of the empire. in Saitzerland and
the Low Countrics, the nature and {pirit of a republican policy
gave fuller {cope 1o the reformers; and thus all pre-eminence
of order in the church was deftroyed, and that form of eccle-
fiuttical government cftablithed, which has been fince called
Lroflytersar.  The fituation of the piimitive church (opprefled
by continual perfrcutions, and obliged by their fufferings to
be contented with a forin of government extremely fimple,
and with a parity of rank for want of ambition to propofe, or
power to fupport, a fubordination) fuggefted, without Joubt,
the idea of this latter fyftem; though it would be unfair to
allege this confideration, as a victorwus argument in favour of
prefopterianym s becaufe a change of circumftances will fome-
times juftify a change mn the methods and plans of government.
Be that as it may, the church of Cenewa, which received the
decifions of CavLvin with an amazing doality, reftored this
Prefintersan, or republican form of ecclefiaftical policy ; Knox
fludied, admired, and recommended it to his countrymen,
and he was feconded by many of the Scotch nobles, of whom
fome hated the perfons, while others coveted the wealth of
the digmfied clergy. But, in introducing this fyftem, the
Scotufh reformer did not deem it expedient to depart altoge-
ther from the ancient form; but inflead of &yfops, propofed
the eflablithment of ten fuperintendunts, to infpe the life and
dottrine of the other clergy, to prefide in the inferior judica-
torics of the church, without pretending to claim either a feat
in parliament, or the revenucs and aignity of the former
bifiops. This propefal was drawn up and prefented to a con-
vention of eftates, which was held in the year 1561; and
what it contained, in relation to ecclefiaftical jurifdiction and
difcipline, would have eafily obtained the fanflion of that af-
fombly, had not a defign to recover the patrimony of the
cburch, in order to apply it to the advancement of religion
ard learning, been infinuated in it.  After this, at certain
periods, the name of bifhops was revived, but withott the
prerogatives, jurifdi@tion, or revenucs, that were formerly
appropriated to that order. They were made fubjed to the

general
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that had attended it in England. When Henry ¢ E N T,

VIIL., after the abolirion of the papal authority, ,

VL
cTte L

was declared fupreme bead, upon earth, of the o

church of England, GEorGE BrowN, a native of
England, and a monk of the Auguftine order,
whom that monarch had created, in the year 15353,
archbithop of Dublin, began to aét with the urmoft
vigour in confequence of this change in the
bierarchy. He purged the churches of his diocefe
from fuperftition in all its various forms, pulled
down 1images, deftroyed relicks, abolithed abfurd
and idolatrous rites, and, by the influcnce, as
well as authority, he had in Jreland, caufed the
king’s fupremacy to be acknowledged in that na-
tion [/]. Hinry fhewed foon after, that this
fupremacy was not a vain title; for he banifthed
the monks out of that kingdom, confifcated their
reveaues, and deftroyed their convents, ln the

general affemblies of the clergy, and their power was dimi-
nmihed from day to day, unol their name, as well as their
order, was abolifhed, at the Revolution in 1088, and prefly-
tereanyfm eftablithed in Scorland by the laws of the ftate. dce
Rosrwxrion’s Hiffory of Scorland, paflim.
€7 [/] The lcarned und pious pnmate Usnsk, in his Me-
moirs of the ecclefiaftical afluirs of ficland, {pzaks of bithop
Brown in the following manner: < GrorGe Broww was a
< man of a chearful countenance, in his acts aad deeds plain
«¢ downright, to the poor merciful and compafiionate, pitying
“ the flate and conduion of the fouls of the people, and ad-
¢ vifing them, when he was proviancial of the Auguftine order
 in Eugland, to make their application folely to Curist;
* which advice coming to the ear» of Henry VIIL, he be~
“ came a favourite, and was made archbithop of Dubiss.
*« Within five years after he enjoyed that fee, he cavled all
*¢ {fuperititious relicks and images to be 1emoved out of the
< two cathedrals in Dudlin, and out of all the churches in his
< diocefe; and cauled the Sen Commandments, the Lord’s
¢ Prayer, and the Creed, to be placed in gilded frames about
“ thealtars. He was the firlt that turiod from the Romifh
¢ religion of the clergy here in Ireland, to embrace the Re-
«¢ formation of the church of Fagland.”” Sec a very curious
pampblet ia the ffth volume of the Harleian Myfecllany, p. 558.
wiided, Hiforical Culleians of he Church of Iraundy &c.
reign
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CENT reign of Epwarp VI, ftill farther progrefs was
$:cv, 1, Made in the removal of poptth fuperftitions, by

the zealous labours of bithop Broww, and the
ayfpicious encouragement he granted to all who
exerted themfelves in the caule of the reformation.
But the death of this excellent prince, and the
acceflion of his fifter to the throne, changed the
face of things in Ircland, as it had dene in Fng-
Jand [m]. Mary puifued with fire and fword,

and

¢ [m] Here Dr. Mosse1u has fallen into a miflake, by
not diftinguithing between the agigns of the queen, which
were indced cruel, and their eaccuresn, which was happily and
providentially prevented. This appears {from a very fingular
and comical adventure, of which the acccunt, as 1t has been
copied from the papers of Ricuarp, carl of Cork, and is to
be found among the marufcripts of Sir James Warz, is as
follows :
‘¢ ueen Marvy, having dealt {cverely with tle proteftants
“ 1 Lugland, about the lattcr end of her reign fivned a com-
¢ muton for to take the {ane courfe with them in Ireland ;
* and, to execute the fame with greater force, fhe nominates
¢ Di. Covrr onc of the comaathoners. Tl dotter coming
¢ wiih the commiflion to Choff.r o1 his journcy, the mayor of
¢ that city, hearing that her mejefly was fending 4 fenger
* into freland, and he bemng a churchman, wa'ted on the
¢ doflor, who, in ditftouife wih.the mayor, taketh out
of a clokebag a leather box, faving unte b'm, Hee is o com-
¢ sifion thar ail laf the bereries ¢f hielend (calling the pro-
tettants by that title). The good woman of the houfe, being
well affected to the proteftant religios, and alio having a
brother ramed Joun Epmon s ot the fame, then a citizen
¢ in Dublin, was much tioubled at the do&m’s words; but
wartching her convenient tir °, while the wmayor took his
¢ leave, and the doftor compiimerted him down the flairs,
“¢ fhe oens the box, takes the commiflion out, and places
*s lieu thercof a fheet of paper, with a pack of cards wrapt
¢ up therein, the knave of clubs being faced uppermoft.
€ 1 e doftor coming up to his chamber, fufpefting nothing
¢ of what had been<lone, put up the box as formerly. The
¢ next day going to the water-fide, wind and weather ferving
* him, he fails towards Jreland, and landed on the 7th of
Oftober, 1558, at Dublin.  'Then coming to the caltle, the
# lord F1vz-WaLTERs, being lord-deputy, fent for him to
“ ¢eme before him and the privy-council: who, coming in,
¢ after he had made = fpeech relating upon what account he
* came over, he prefents the box unto the lord deputy, who,
“ caufing it to be opened, that the fecretary might read the
¢ com~
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and all the marks of unrelenting vengeance; the CE N T
promoters of a pure and rational religion, and Sy
deprived BRown and other proteftant bifhoPs Of =
their dignities in the church. Bat the reign of
ELizaBeTH gave a new and a deadly blew to
popery, which was again recovering its force,
and arming itfelf anew with the authority of the
throne; and the Irifh were obliged again to fub-
mit to the form of worfhip and difcipline eftablifhed
in England [n].

XII. The Reformation had not been long TheRefor.

eftablithed in Britain, when the Belgic provinCes, e, piace

united by a refpectable confederacy, which ftill inhe

fublfifts, withdrew from their fpiritnal allcgiaﬂce Provinces,
to the Roman pontif. Puivie I1., king of §pain,
apprehending the danger to which the religion of
Rome was expofed from that fpirit of liberty and
independence which reigned in the inhabitgnts of
the Low-Countries, took the moft violent mesfures
to difpel it. For this purpofe he augmented the
number of the bithops, enaéted the moft fevere

“ commiffion, there was nothing fave a pack of cards with the
¢ knave of Jlubs wppermofl ; which not only ftartled the lord-
« deputy and council, but the do&er, who affured them he had
¢ a commiffion, but knew not how it was gone, then the¢ lord-
¢ deputy made anfwer, Let us have another commffon, and we
s quil] fbuffle the cards 1n the mean while. The do&or, being
*< troubled 1n his mind, went away, and returned into England’;
‘ and, coming to the court, obtained another cc)mmlfm){1 H
“ but, ftaying for a wind on the water fide, news came #0 him
¢ that the queen was dead ; and thus God preferved the pro-
¢ teftants of Jreland.”’. .

Queen EL1zanerH was fo delighted with this fory, which
was related to her by Lord Fitz WaLTER on his retdn to
England, that the fent for ELizaseTs Epmonnbs, whofe huf-
band’s name was MATTERsHAD, and gave her a penfion of
forty pounds during her hfe. See Cov, Hiberma Anglicand, OF
Hlfmj of Ireland, &c. vol. ir. p. 308.~ Harleian Mzﬁfll“”,}’v
vol. v. p. 568 -

[#] See The Lifz of Dr. Georce Brows, Archbifbop of
Dublin, publithed at London in 4to, in the year 1681, and
which has been reprinted in the fifth volume of the Harleion
Mfeellany. No. Lxxrx.
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< eNT. and . batbarous laws againft all innovators ia

SICT-"-

matters of religion, and ere€ted that unjuft and

e inhuman tribunal of the inguifition, which would

intimidate and tame, as he thought, the manly
fpirit of an opprefled and perfecuted people. But
his meafures, in this refpet, were as unfuccefsful
as they were abfurd ; his furious and intemperate
zeal for the fuperftitions of Rome accelerated their
deftruction, and the papal authority, which had
only been in a citical ftate, was reduced to a
defperate one, by the very fteps that were defigned
to fupport it. The nobility formed themfelves
into an affociation, in the year 1566, with a view
to procure the repeal of thefe tyrannical and bar-
barous edits ; but, their folicitations and requefts
being treated with contempt, they refolved to ob-
tain by force, what they hoped to have gained
from clemency and juftice.  They addrefled
themfelves to a free and an abufed people, fpurned
the authority of a cruel yoke, and with an impe-
tuofity and vehemence that were perhaps exceffive,
trampled upon whatever was held facred or re-
fpectable by the church of Rome [0]. Lo quell

thefe

¢ [¢] Dr. Mosueim feems here to diftinguifh too little
between the fpirit of the nobility and that of the multitude.
Nothing was more temperate and decent than the conduét of the
former ; and nothing could be more sumultuons and irregular
than the bchaviour of the latter. While the multitude de-
ftroyed churches, pulled down monafteries, broke the images
ufed in public worthip, abufed the officers of the inquifition,
and committed a thoufand. enormities, the effefts ot furiou:
refentment and brutith rage ; the nobility and more opulent
citizens kept within the bounds of moderatien and prudence.
"Though juitly exafperated a;gainﬁ a deipotic and cruel govern-
ment, they dreaded the confequences of popular tamaults as the
greateft of misfortunes. Nay, many of them united their
councils and forces with thafe of the governefs (the duchefs of
Parma) to reftrain the feditions and turbulent f{pirit of the
people. The prince of Orange and count Egment (whofe me-
morics will live for ever in the grateful remembrance of the
Datch nution, and be dear to all the lovers of heroic patriotifm
and
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thefe tumults, a powerful army was fent from Spain, ¢ £ ¥ .,
under the command of the duke of ALva, whofe ¢ X1

horrid barbarity and fanguinary proceedings kindled —-—
that long and bloody war from which the power-
ful republic of the United Provinces derive its
origin, confiftence, and grandeur. It was the heroic
condu& of WiLLram of Nafau, prince of Orange,
feconded by the fuccours of England and France,
that deliveréd this ftate from the Spanith yoke,
And no fooner was this deliverance obtained, than
the reformed religion, as it was profefied in Switzer-
Jand, was eftablifhed in the United Provinces [ p];
and, at the fame time, an univerfal toleration
granted to thofe whofe rehigious fentiments were
of a different nature, whether they retained the
faith of Rome, or embraced the Reformation in
another form | ¢], provided ftill that they made no
attempts againft the authority of the government,
or the tranquillity of the public [7].

XIII. The

and facred liberty throughout the world) fignalized their mo-
deration upon this occafion, and were the chief mftruments of
the repofe that enfued. Their oppofition to the government
pioceeded from the didtates of humanity and juftice, and not
trom 2 fpirit of licentioufuefs and rebellion ; and fuch was thewr
influence and authority among the pcople, that, had the mpe-
rious court of Spa:n condefcended to make any reafonable con-
ceflions, the public tranquillity might have been again reftored,
and the affections of the people entirely regained. Sce Lk
Crer, Hipforre des Prov. Un. livy. 1. p. 18,

[2] In the year 1573.

85 [¢] It is neceflary to diftinguith between the toleration
that was granted to the Roman catholics, and that which the
Anabaptyfts, Lutherans, and other proteftant feéts, enjoyed.
They were all indifcriminately excluded from the civil employ-
iments of the ftate ; but though they were equally allowed the
evercife of their religion, the latter were permitted to enjoy
their religious worfhip in a more open and public manner than
the former, from whom the churches were .oken, and whofe
religious affemblies were confined to private conveatcles,
which had no external refemblance of the edifices ufually fet
apart for divine worthip.

[7] See a farther account of this matter in Grrarp
Branor’s Hiftory of the Reformartron in the Nesher lands, of

k2 which
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c enT.  XIII. The Reformation made a confiderable
serol-,  progrefs in Spain and Italy foon after the rupture
between Lutner and the Roman pontif. In all
The pro- . the provinces of Iraly, but more efpecially in the
Reforma-  territories of, Venice, Tufcany, and Naples, the re-
g;;“.n‘f:n . ligion of Rome loft ground, and great numbers
Lialy. of perfons, of all ranks and orders, exprefled
an averfion to the papal yoke. This gave rife
to violent and dangerous commotions in the
kingdom of Naples in the year 1546, of which the
principal authors were Bernarp Ocuivo and
PeTER MARTYR, who, in their public difcourfes
from the pulpit, exhaufted all the force of their
irrefiftible eloquence in expofing the enormity of
the reigning fuperftition. Thefe tumults were
appeafed with much difficulty by the united efforts
of Cuarves V., and his viceroy Dox Pepro b1
Torepo [s]. In feveral places the popes put a
ftop to the progrefs of the Reformation, by letting
loofe, upon the pretended heretics, their bloody
inquifitors, who fpread the marks of their ufual
barbarity through the greateft part of Italy.
Thefe formidable minifters of fuperftition put fo
many to death, and perpetrated, on the friends of
religious liberty, fuch horrid a@s of cruelty and
oppreflion, that moft of the reformifts confulted
their fafety by a voluntary exile, while others re-
turned to the religion of Rome, at leaft in external
appearance. But the terrors of the inquifition,
which frightened back into the profeflion of
popery feveral proteftants in other parts of lzaly,
could not penetrate into the kingdom of Naples,
nor could either the authority or entreaties o{ the

which there was 2 French abridgment publithed at Amferdam,
in three volumes 1zmo, in the year 1730. The original work:
was publithed in Dutch, in four volumes 4to.

[s] See Gianwone, Hifivire Civile du Royaume de Naples,
tom. iv. p. 108,—Vita GaLeacit iz Mufeo Helvetico, tom., ii.
P- 524+

Roman
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Roman pontifs engage the Neapolitans to’ admit
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CENT,

13

within their rerfitories cither a court of inquifi- g, wy.

tion, or even vifiting inquifitors [#].

The eyes of feveral perfons in Spain were opened
upon the truth, not only by the fpirit of inquiry,
which the controverfies between LuTaer and

¥ [#] It was an attempt to introduce a Roman inquifitor
into the city of Naples, that, properly fpeaking, produced the
tumult and fedition which Dr. Mosug1m attributes in this fec-
tion to the pulpit difcourfes of Ocrino and MarTyr; for
thefe famous preachers, and particularly the former, taught the
doétrines of the Reformation with great art, prudence, and cau-
tion, and converted many {ecretly, without giving public of-
fence. The emperor himfelf, who heard him at Naples, de-
clared, that be preached awith fuch fpirit and devotion as avas fuf-
Jicient to make the very flones aweep,  After Ocuiwo’s departure
from Naples, the difciples he had formed gave private inftruc-
tions to others, among whom were fome eminent ecclefiaftics
and perfons of diftinction, who began to form congregations
and conventicles. ‘This awakened the jealoufy of the viceroy
TorEpo, who publifhed a fevere ediét againft heretical books,
ordered fome produtions of MerancTroN and Erasmus
to be publicly burnt, looked with a fufpicious eye on all kinds
of literatare, fupprefled feveral academies, which had been
ereted about this time by the nobility for the advancement
of learning; and, having received orders from the emperor
to introduce the inquifition, defired pope Pavwi III. to fend
from Rome to Naples a depaty of that formidable tribunal.
It was this that excited the people to take up arms in order to
defend themfelves againft this branch of fpiritual tyranny,
which the Neapolitans never were patient enough to fuffer,
and which, on many occafions, they had oppofed with vigour
and fucceis. Hoftilities enfued, which were followed by an
accommodation of matters and a general pardon; while the
emperor and viceroy, by this refolute oppofition, were deterred
from their defign of introducing this defpotic tribunal into the
kingdom of Naples. Several other attempts were afterwards
made, during the reign of Pmsvre 1L, IIL, IV., and
Crarvzs I, to eftablifh the inquifition in Naples; but; by
the jealouly and vigilance of the people, they all proved in-
effeftual. At length the emperor Cuarves V1., in the be-
ginning of this prefent century, publifhed an edift, exprefsly
grohibxting all caufes, relating to the holy faith, to be tried

y any perfons, except the archbifhops and bithops as ordi-
naries. See Giawnowz, Hiffvire de Naples, livr. xxxi.
fe&. 2 and 3.~~Modera Univ. Hiffory, vol. xxviil, p. 273, &c.
edit. oftavo,

K 3 Rome
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c® N T. Rome had cxcited in Europe, but even by thofe
A very divines, which CarLes V. had brought with

~———— him into Germany, to'combat the pretended berefy
of the reformers. For thefe Spanith 'doctors im-
bibed this herefy inftead of refuting it, and propa-
gated it more or lefs, on their return home, as ap-
pears evidently from feveral circumftances [u].
But the inquifition, which’ could not gain any
footing in the kingdom of Naples, reigned tri-
umphant in Spain; and by racks, gibbets, ftakes,
and other fuch formidable inftruments of its me-
thod of peifuading, foon terrified the people back
into popery, and fuppreffed the vehement defire
they had of changing a fuperftitious worthip for a
rational religion [w].

whativde- X1V, I fhall not pretend to difpute with thofe

ment we are

ment weare writers, whatever their fecret intentions may be,

concernrg Who obferve, that many unjufhifiable proceedings
the Refor= .
ms 1on, ana 2y be charged upon fome of the moft eminent

the means  promoters of this great change in the ftate of re-
:,’"“Ph,‘o‘f * ligion. For every impartial and attentive obfcrver

duced. of the rife and progrefs of the Reformation will

¢& [«] This appears from the unhappy end of all the eccle-
fiaftics that had attended Cyarcrrs V. and followed hum into
his retirement. No fooner was the breath of that monarch our,
than they were put into the inquifiton, and were afterwards
committed to the flames, or fent to death inother furms equally
terrible.  Such was the fate of Avcusrin CasaL, the em-
peror’s preacher; of ConstanTtine Porrrus, his con-
feflor ; of the learncd Eciprus, whom he had nominated to
the bifhopric of Tertefa; of BarraoLoMew pE CaraNza,
a Dominican, who had been confeflor to king Paivir and
queen Mary, with above twenty more of lefs note. Al this
gave reafon to prefume that CuarrEs V. died a proteftant.
Certain it is, that he knew well the corruptions and frands of
the church of Rame, and the grounds and reafons of the pro-
teftant faith; though bufinefs, ambition, intereft, and the pre-
judices of education, may have blinded him for a while, until
leifure, retirement, the abfence of worldly temptations, and
the approach of death, removed the veil, and led him to wife
and ferious reflexions. See BURNET’s Hyfory of the Reforma-
tion, and the book cited in the following note,

[w] See Geppes, his Spanife Martyrology, in his Mifcella-
neous Tradts, tom., 1. p. 445.

ingenuoufly
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ingenuoufly acknowledge, that wifdom and pru- cEN T,
dence did rot always attend the tranfattions of V&
thofe that were concerned in this glorious caufe ;
that many things were done with violence, teme-
rity, and precipitation ; #nd, what is ftill worfe,
that feveral of the principal agents in this great
revolution were aftuated more by the impulfe of
paffions, and views of intereft, than by a zeal for
the advancement of true religion. But, on the
other hand, the wife and candid obferver of things
will own, as a moft evident and inconteftable
truth, that many things which, when ftripped
of the circumftances and motives that attended
them, appear to us at this time as real crimes, will
be deprived of their enormity, and even acquire
the afpe@ of noble deeds, if they be confidered in
one point of view with the times and places in
which they were tranfacted, and with the frauds
and crimes of the Roman pontifs and their crea-
tures, by which they were occafioned. But after
all, in defending the caufe of the Reformation,
we are under no obligation to defend, in all things,
the moral charatters of its promaters and inftru-
ments. Thefe two objects are entirely diftinct.
The moft juft and excellent caufe may be pro-
moted with low views and from f{inifter motives,
without lofing its nature, or ceafing to be juft and
excellent. The true {tate of the quettion here, is,
whether the oppofition made, by LutHER and the
other reformers, to the Roman pontif, was founded
on juft and folid reafons ? and this queftion is en-
tirely independent of the virtues or vices of par-
ticular perfons [#]. Let many of thefe perfons
be fuppofed as odious, nay, fiill more deteftable,
than they are pleafed to reprefent them, provided
the caufe in which they were embarked be allowed
to have been juft and good.

or [*] The tranflator has added here fome paragraphs, to
render more palpable the important obfervation of the learned

author.
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Concerning  the SPIRIT and CONDUCT of the
firft Reformers, and the charge of ENTHUSIASM
(i. e. fanaticifm), that bas been brought againft
them by a celebrated Author.

THE candour and impartiality, with which
Dr. MosHEIM reprefents the tranfattions of
thofe who were agents and inftruments in bringing
about the Reformation, are highly laudable. He
acknowledges, that imprudence, paffion, and even
a low felf-intereft, mingled fometimes their rafth
proceedings and ignoble motives in this excellent
caufe; and, in the very nature of things, it could
not be otherwife. It is one of the moft inevitable
confequences of the fubordination and connexions
of civil fociety, that many improper inftruments
and agents are fet to work in all great and im-
portant revolutions, whether of a religious or po-
litical nature. When great men appear in thefe
revolutions, they draw after them their dependants;
and the unhappy effets of a party-fpirit are un-
avoidably difplayed in the beft caufe. The fub-
je&ts follow their prince; the multitude adopt the
fyftem of their leaders, without entering into its
true {pirit, or being judicioufly attentive to the
proper methods of promoting it; and thus irre-
gular proceedings are employed in the maintenance
of the truth. Thus-it happened in the important
revolution that delivered a great part of Europe
from the ignominious yoke of the Roman ponuf.
"The fovereigns, the ecclefiaftics, the men of weight,

piety,
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piety, learning; who arofe to affert the rights of hu-
man nature, the caufe of genuine Chriftianity, and
the exercife of religieus liberty, came forth into the
field of controverfy with a multitude of depen-
dants, admirers, and friends, whofe motives and
condu cannot be entirely juftified. Befides, when
the eyes of whole nations were opened upon the

iniquitous abfurdities of popery, and upon the ty~

ranny and infolence of the Roman pontifs, it was
fcarcely poflible to fet bounds to the indignation
of an incenfed and tumultuous multitude, .who are
naturally prone to extremes, generally pafs from
blind fubmiffion to lawlefs ferocity, and too rarely
diftinguifth between the ufe and abufe of their
undoubted rights. In a word, many things,
which appear to us .extremely irregular in the
condut and meafures of Jome of the inftruments
of our happy reformation, will be entitled to
a certain degree of indulgence, if the fpirit of the
times, the fituation of the contending parties, the
barbarous provocations of popery, and the infir-
mities of human nature, be duly and attentively

confidered. p
The queftion here is, what was the /pirif which
animated the jfir# and principal reformers, who
arofe in times of darknefs and defpair to deliver
opprefled kingdoms from the dominion of Rome,
and upon what principles a LuTHER, a2 ZUINGLE,
a CarLvin, a MeLaNcTHON, 2 Bucer, &c. em-
barked in the arduous caufe of the Reformation?
This queftion, indeed, is not at all neceflary to
the defence of the Reformation, which refts upon
the ftrong foundations of feripture and reafon,
and whole excellence is abfolutely independent on
the virtues of thofe who took the lead in pro-
moting it. Bad men may be, and often are,
embarked in the beft caufes; as fuch caufes afford
the moft fpecious mafk to cover mercenary views,
ot to difguife ambitious purpofes. But, until the
more

iz
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more than Jefuvirical and difingenuous Privries re-
fumed the trumpet of calumny [4], even the voice
of popery had ceafed to attack the moral cha-
ralters of the leading reformers. .

Thefe eminent men were, indeed, attacked
from another quarter, and by a much more re-
fpectable writer. The truly ingenious Mr. Hume,
o juftly celebrated as one of the firft favourites of
the hiftorical Mufe, has, in his Hiftory of Eng-
land, and more efpecially in the Hiftory of the
houfes of Tupor and SruarT, reprefented the
charaéter and temper of the firf reformers in a
.point of view, which undoubtedly fhews, that he
had not confidered them with that clofe and im-
partial attention that ought always to precede
perfonal reflexions. He has laid it down as a prin-
ciple, that supersTITION and ENTHUSIASM are
two fpecies of religion that ftand in diametrical cp-
pofition to each other ; and feems to eftablith itas a
fact, that the former is the genius of popery, and
the /atzer the charalteriflic of the Reformation.
Both the principle and its applicatien mull sppear
extremely fingular ; and three forts of perfons muft

~ be more efpecially furprifed at it.

Firfi, Perfons of a philofophical turn, who are
accuftomed to ftudy human nature, and to defcribe
with precifion both its regular and excentric move-
ments, muft be furprifed to fee Jfuperflition and
Janaticifin [ 4] reprelented as oppofite and jarring
qualitics, They have been feen often together,

[2] See the various anfwers that were made to this biogra-
pher by the ingenious Mr. Py, the learned Dr. Nzve, and
other commendable writers, who have appeared in this contro-
verfy.

[z’] I ufe the word famaricifm here inftead of enthufiafn, to
prevent all ambiguity; beczale, as thall be fhewn prefently,
Mr. Huwme takes enthufiafin, in its worft fenfe, when he applies
it to the reformers ; and in that fenfe it is not only equivalent
to, but is perfeftly fynonymous with, fanaticifm. Befides,
this latter term is ufed indifcriminately with enthufiafm, by this
celebrated hiftorian, in charaerifing the Reformation.

holding
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holding - with each other 2 moft friendly corre-
fpondence ; and, indeed, if we confider their na-
ture and their effential charaéters, their union will
appear-not only poffible, but in fome cafes natural,
if not neceflary. Superfition, which confifts in
falfe and abjeft notions of the Deuty, in the gloomy
and groundlefs fears of invifible beings, and in
the abfurd rites, that thefe notions and thefe fears
naturally produce, is certainly at the root of va-
rious branches of fanaticifm. For what is fanati-
cifin, but the vifions, illuminations, impulfes, and
dreams of an over-heated fancy, converted into
rules of faith, hope, worfhip, and praftice? This
fanaticifm, as it {fprings up in a melancholy or a
cheerful complexion, affumes a variety of afpects,
and 1ts morofe and gloomy forms are certainly
moft congenial with fuperftition, in its proper
fenfe. 1t was probably this confideration that led
the author of the article Fanaticifm, in the famous
Di&tionnaire Encyclopedique, pubhfhed at Paris, to
define it [¢] as @ bl/ind and paffionate zeal, which
arifeth from SUPERSTITIOUS opinions, and leads its
wotaries to Commit ridiculous, unjuft, and cruel alions,
not only without fbame, but even with certain internal
Jeelings of joy and comfort; from which the author
concludes, that FANATICISM is really nothing more
than sUPERSTITION Jfez in motion. This definition
unites perhaps too clofely thefe two kinds of fa/fe
religion, whofe enormities have furnithed very ill-
grounded pretexts for difcrediting and milrepre-
fenting the true. It is however a teftimony, from
one of the pretended oracles of modern philofophy,
in favour of the compatibility of fanaticifm with
Juperpition. Thefe two principles are evidently

fc] The words of the original ave : Le fanatifine efl un zehe
aveugle e pafionpé, qui nast des opimions fuperfiitieufes, et fait
commeitre des afiions ridicules, injufles et cruelles, non jEtdﬂm’m’ Jans
kbonte, mais avec une forte de joye et de confolation. " Le fanatiyfne

diftinét ;
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diftin@; becaufe fuperfition is, generally fpeaking,
the effett of ignorance, or of a judgment perverted
by a four and fpleneti¢ temper; whereas fanaticifm
is the offspring of an inflamed imagination, and may
exift where there is no fuperftition, . e. no falfe or
gloomy notions of the Divinity. But though dif-
tin&t, they are not oppofite principles; on the con-
trary, they lend, on many occafions, mutual ftrength
and aflittance to each other.

If perfons accuftomed to philofophical precifion
will not relith the maxim of the celebrated writer
which I have been now confidering, fo neither,
in the fecond place, can thofe who are verfed
in ecclefiaftical hiftory look upon fuperftition as
a more predominant characteriftic of popery than
fanaticifm s and yet this is a leading idea, which
is not only vifible in many parts of this author’s
excellent Hiftory, bur appears to be the bafis
of all the reflexions he employs, and of all the
epithets he ufes, in his {peculations upon the
Romifh religion.

And neverthelefs it is manifeft, that the raul-
titudes of fanatics, which arofe in th& church of
Rome before the Reformation, are truly innume-
rable; and the operations of fanaticifm in that
church were, at leaft, as vifible and frequent, as
the refflefs workings of fuperftition; they went,
in fhort, hand in hand, and united their vifions
and their terrors -in the fupport of the papacy.
It is, more efpecially, well known, that the greateft
part of the monaftic eftablithments (that alter-
nately infulted the benignity of Providence by
their aufterities, and abufed it by their licentious
luxury), were originally founded 1n confequence of

retended illuminations, miraculous dreams, and
fuch like wild delufions of an overheated fancy.
Whenever a new dotrine was to be eftablithed,
that could augment the authority of the pope,
or fill the coffers of the clergy; whenever 2 new
convent
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convent was to be ereCted, there was always a
vifion or a miracle ready to facilitate the bufinefs;
nor muft it be imagined, that forgery and im-
pofture were the only agents in this matter j—
By no means ;—impofture there was; and it was
frequently employed; but impoftures made ufe of
fanatics; and in return fanatics found 1mpoftors,
who fpread abroad their fame, and turned their
vifions to profit. Were I to recount with the
utmoft fimplicity, without the {malleft addition
of ludicrous embellithment, the extafies, vifions,
feraphic amours, celeftial apparitions, that are faid
to have fhed fuch an odour of fanttity upon
the male and female faints of the Romifh church;
were I to pafs in review the famous conformities
of St. Francrs, the illuminations of St. Jonva-
TIUS, and the enormous cloud of fanatical witnefles
that have difhonoured humanity in bearing tef-
timony to popery, this differtation would become
a voluminous hiftory. Let the reader caft an
eye upon Dr. MosueiM’s account of thofe ages
that more immediately preceded the Reforma-
tion, and he wil fee what a number of fefts,
purely fanatical, arofe in the bofom of the Romifth
church.

But this is not all—for it muft be carefully
obferved, that even thufe extravagant fanatics,
who produced fuch diforders in Germany about the
commencement- of the Reformation, were nurfed
in the bofom of popery, were profefled papifts
before they adopted the caufe of l.uTnEer, nay,
many of them paflfed direétly from popery to fa-
naticifm, without even entering into the outward
profeflion of Lutheranifm. It is alfo to be ob-
ferved, that befides the fanatics, who expofed
themfelves to the contempt of the wife vpon the
public theatre of popery, Seckenporr fpeaks of
a fect that merits of this denomination, which had
{pread in the Netberlauds, before LuTHER raill"ffl

s is
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his voice againft popery, and whofe members
were engaged, by the terror of penal laws,.to dif-
femble their fentiments ; nay, ever: affeted a de-
vout compliance with the external rites of the
eftablithed worfhip, until religious liberty, intro-
duced by the reformation, encouraged them to
pull off the mafk, and propagate their opinions,
feveral of which were licentious and profane.

But, in the third place, the friends of the Re-
formation muft naturally be both [urprifed and
difpleafed to find entbufiafm, or fanaticyfm, laid
down by Mr. Hume as the charalter and fpirit of
its founders and abettors, withcut any exception,
or diftinétion, made in favour of any one of the
reformers. 'That fanaticifim was vifible in the con-
du& and {pirit of many who embraced the Re-
formation, 1s a fact which I do not pretend to
deny; and it may be worthy of the reader’s cu-
riofity to confider, for a moment, how this came
to pafs. That religious liberty, which the Re-
formation introduced and granted (in confequence
of its eflential principles) indifcriminately to all,
to learned and unlearned, rendered this eruption
of enthufiafm inevitable. It is one of the imper-
fetions annexed to all human things, that our
beft bleflings have their inconveniencies, or, at
leaft, are fulceptible of abufe. As liberty is a
natural right, but not a difrerning principle, it
could not open the door to truth without letting
error and delufion come in along with it. If rea-
Jfon came forth with dignity, when delivered from
the defpotifin of authority, and the blind fervitude
of implicit faith; émagination, allo fet free, and
lefs able to bear the profperous change, came forth
likewife, but with a different afpe&, and expofed
to view the reveries it had been long obliged to
conceal.

Thus many fanatical phantoms were exhibirted,
which neither arofc from the fpirit of the Re-

9 formation,
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formation, nor from tHe principles of the re-
formers, but which had been engendered in the
bofomn ‘of popery, and" which the foftering rays
of liberty had difclofed; fimilar in this, to the
enlivening beams of the fun, which frucifies /n-
difcriminately the Jalutary plant in the well-culu-
vated ground, and the noxious weed in a rank and
negletted foil. And as the Reformation had no
fuch miraculous influence (not to fpeak of the im-
perfection that atrended its infancy, and that has
not entirely been removed from its more advanced
ftages) as to cure human nature of its infirmities
and follies, to convert trregular paffions mto regu-
lar principles, or to turn men into angels before
the time, it has ftill left the field open, both for
fanaticifm and f{uperftition to fow their zares among
the good feed; and this will probably be the cafe
until the end of the world. It is here, that we
muft feek for the true caufe of all that condemnable
enthufiafm that has difhonoured the chriftian name,
and often troubled the order of civil fociety, at dif-
ferent periods of time fince the Reformation ; and
for which rhe Reformation is no more refponfible,
than a free government is for the weaknefs or cor-
ruption of thofe who abufe its lenity and indulgence.
The Reformation eftablithed the facred and un-
alienable right of private judgment; but it could
not hinder the private judgment of many from be-
ing wild and extravagant.

The Reformation, then, which the multiplied
enormities of popery rendered fo neceflfary, muft
be always diftinguifhed from the abufes that might
be, and were otten made, of the liberty it intio-
duced. If you afk, indeed, what was. the zemper
and fpirit of the fir/f heralds of this happy Re-
formation, Mr. HuMme will tell you, zbat they were
univerfally inflamed with the higheft ensbufiasin,
This affertion, if teken fingly, and not com-
pared with other paflages relating to the reformers,

' might
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f ")
triight be underftood in a fenfe confiftent with
truth, nay, even honourable to the charatter of
thefe eminent men. For, if by emtbufiafm we
underftand that fpirit of ardor, intrepidity, and
generous zeal, which leads men to brave the moft
formidable obftacles and dangers in defence of
a caufe, whofe excellence and importance have
made a deep impreflion upon their minds; the
firt reformers will be allowed by their warmeft
friends to have been enthufiafts. This fpecies of
enthufiafm is a noble affection, when fitly placed
and wifely exerted. It is this generous fenfibility,
this ardent feeling of the greas and the excellent,
that forms heroes and patriots; and without it,
nothing difficult and arduous, that is attended with
danger or prejudice to our temporal interefts,
can either be attempted with vigour, or executed
with fuccefs. Nay, had this ingenious writer
obferved, that the ardor of the firft reformers was
more or lefs violent, that it was more or lefs
blended with the warmth and vivacity of human
paffions, candour would be obliged to avow the
charge.

But it is not in any of thefe points of view, that
our eminent hiftorian confiders the fpirit, temper,
and enthufiafn of the firft reformers. The en-
thufiafm he attributes to them is fanaticifm in its
worft fenfe. He fpeaks indeed of the inflexible in-
trepidity, with which they braved dangers, torments,
and even death itfelf; but he calls them the fanatical
and enraged reformers: he indicates, through the
whole courfe of his hiftory, fanaticifm as the
charafteriftic of the proteftant religion and its
glorious founders; the terms proteffant fanaticifmm——
Janatical churches are interfperfed in various parts
of this work; and we never meet with the leaft
appearance of a diftinction between the rarional
and enthufiafiic, the wife and indifcrees friends of
the Reformation. In fhort, we find a phrafeo-

logy



APPENDIX 1

logy conftantly employed upon this fubje&,
which difcovers an intention to confound protef-
tantifm with enthufiafm, and to make reformers
and fanatics fynonymous terms. We are told,
that while abfurd rites and burthenfome fuperfti-
tions reigned in the Romith church, the reformers
were thrown, by a_fpirit of oppofition, into an enthu-
Siaftic firain of devotion 5 and in another place, that
thefe latter placed all merit in a myfierious fpecies of
faith, in INWARD VISION, RAPTURE 4nd EXTACY.
It would be endlefs to quote the paffages in which
this reprefentation of things is repeated in a great
variety of phrafes, and artfully infinuated into the
mind of the reader, by dextrous ftrokes of a fe-
ducing pencil; which, though {cattered here and
there, yet gradually unite their influence on the
mmagination of an uninftructed and unwary reader,
and form, imperceptibly, an unfavourable im-
preflion of that great event, to which we owe at
this day our civil and religious liberty, and our
deliverance fiom a yoke of fuperftitious and bar-
barous defpotifm. Proteftants, in all ages and
places, are fligmatized by Mr. Hume with very
dithonourable titles ; and it ftruck me partieularly
to fce even the generous oppofers of the Spanith
inquifition in Holland, whofe proceedings were fo
moderate, and whofe complaints were fo humble,
until the barbaious yoke of fuperftition and' ty-
ranny became intolerable ; it ftruck me, I fay, to fee
thefe generous patriots branded with the general
character of éigors. This is certainly a fevere ap-
pellation ; and were it applied with much more
equity than it is, I think 1t would &till come with
an il grace from a lover of freedom, from a man
who lives and writes with fecurity under the
aufpicious fhade of that very liberty which the
Reformation introduced, and for which the Belgic
heroes (or 4igots—if we muft call them o) fhed
their blood. [ obferve with pain, that the

Vou. IV, L phrafeology
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phrafeology employed perpetually by Mr. Huwms,
on fimilar occafions, feems to difcover a keen dif-
like of every oppofition made to pawer in favour
of the Reformation. Nay, upon the too general
principle which this eminent writer has diffufed
through his hiftory, we fhall be obliged to brand
with the opprobiious mark of fanaticifm, thofe
generous friends of civil and religious liberty, who,
in the Revolution in 1688, oppofed the meafures
of a popith prince and an arbitrary government;
and to rank the Bur~cTs, TiLLorsons, STiL-
LINGFLEETS, and other immortal ornaments of the
proteftant name, among the enthufiaftic tribe; it is
a queftion, whether even a BovLre, a NewToN, or
a Loocke, will efcape a cenfure, which is lavithed
without mercy and without diftinction.—But my
prefent bufinefs is with the fir# reformers, and to
them I return.

Thofe who more efpecially merit that title were
LurHEr, ZuincrLg, CaLviN, MELANCTHON, Bu-
CcER, MarTYR, BuLLiNGER, Brza, OrcoLamra-
pius, and others. Now thefe were a// men of
learning, who came forth into the field of contro-
ver{y (in which the fate of future ages, with refpe&t
to liberty, was to be decided) with a kind of arms
that did not at all give them the afpe& of perfons
agitated by the impulfe, or feduced by the delu-
fions, of fanaticifim. They pretended not to be
called to the work they undertook by vifions, or
internal illuminations and impulfes ;—they never
attempted to work miracles, nor pleaded a Divine
commiflion ;—they taught no new religion, nor
laid claim to any extraordinary vocation ;—they
refpeted government, pradtifed and taught fub-
miflion to civil rulers, and defired only the liberty
of that confcience which God has made free, and
which ceafes to be confcience if it be not free.
They maintained, that the faith of Chriftians was
to be determined by the word of God alone ;—

they
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they had recourfe to reafon and argument, to the
rules of found criticifm, and to the authority and
light of hiftory.—They tranflated the fcriptures
into the popular languages of different countries,
and appealed to them as the only teft of religious
truth., They exhorted Chriftians to judge for
themfelves, to fearch gthe fcriptures, to break
afunder the bonds of ignorant prejudice and lawlefs
authority, and to affeic that liberty of confcience
to which they had an unalienable right as reafon-
able beings. Mr. HuMe himfelf acknowledges,
that they offered to fubmit all religious doctrines to
private judgment, and exhorted every one to examine
the principles formerly impofed upon bim. In fhort,
it was their great and avowed purpofe to oppofe
the grofs corruptions and the {piritual tyranny of
Rome [4], of which Mr. Hume himfelf complains
with a juft indignation, and which he cenfures
in as keen and vehement terms, as thofe which
were ufed by LuTrer and CaLvin in their warm-
eft moments. .

I have already infinuated, and I acknowledge
it here again, that the zeal of the reformers was
fometimes intemperate; but I cannot think this
circumftance fufficient to juftify the afperfion of,
Fanaticifin, which is caft both on the fpirit of the
Reformation, and the principal agents concerned
in it. A man may be over-zealous in the ad-
vancement of, what he fuppofes to be, the true re-
ligion, without being entitled to the denomina-
tion of a fanatic; unlefs we depart from the ufual
fenfe of this word, which is often enough em-
ployed to have acquired, before this time, a
determinate fignification. The intemperate zeal

[4] See the fentible and judicious Letters on Mr. Hume’s
Hiftory of Greas Britain (fuch is the title), that were publithed
ar Edinburgh in the year 1756; and in which fome points,
which I have barely mentioned here, arc enlarged upon, and
llufirated, in an ample and {atisfu@ory manner.
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of the reformers was the refult of that ardour,
which takes place in all divifions and parties that
are founded upon objeds of real or fuppofed im-
portance ; and it may be affirmed, that, in fuch cir-
cumftances, the moft generous minds, filled with a
perfuafion of, the goodnefs of their end and of the
uprightnefs of their intentjgns, are the moft liable
to tranfgrefs the exa& bounds of moderation, and
to adopt meafures, which, in the calm hour of de-
liberate reflexion, they themfel s would not ap-
prove. In all great dwvifions, the warmth of na-
tural temper,—the provocation of unjuft and vio-
lent oppofition,—a {pirit of fympathy, which con-
nects, in fome cafes, the moft diffimilar chara&ers,
renders the mild violent, and the phlegmatic warm
~—nay, frequently the pride of conqueft, which
mingles itfelf, imperceptibly, with the beft prin-
ciples and the moft generous views, all thefe pro-
duce or ncurifh an intemperate zeal; and this
zeal 1s, in fome cafes, almoft inevitable. On the
other hand, it may be fufpected, that fome writers,
and Mr. Hume among others, may have given too
high colours to their defcriptions of this intempe-
rate zeal. There is a paflage of Sir RoserT
Corron, that has much meaning, ¢ moft men
““ (Jays be) grew to be frozen in zeal a .1 benum-
‘“ med, fo that whofocver pretended a little fpark
“ of earnefinefs, he feemed no lefs than red fire
¢ hot, in comparifon of the other,”

Nothing can be more foreign from my temper
and fentiments, than to plead the caufe of an ex-
ceflive zeal ; more efpecially, every kind of zeal
that approaches to a fpirit of intolerance and per-
fecution ought to be regarded with aveifion and
horror by all who have at heart the intereft of ge-
nuine Chriftianity, and the happinefs of civil fo-
ciety. There may be, neverthelels, cafes, in
which a zeal (not that breathes a fpirit of perfecu-
tion, but) that mounts to a certain degree of in-

temperance,
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temperance, may be not only inevitable,- but ufe-
ful y nay, not only ufeful, but neceffary. This af-
fertion 1 advance almoft againft my will—becaufe
it is fufceptible of great and dangerous abufe—
the affertion however is true, though the cafes
muft be fingularly important and defperate to
which fuch zeal may be applied. -1t has been ob-
ferved, that the Reformation was one of thefe
cafes, and, all things attentively confidered, the
obfervation appears to be eantirely juft; and the
violence of expreffion and vehement meafures em-
ployed by fome of the reformers, might bave been
{I do not fay that they really were) as much the
effect of provident reflexion, as of natural fervour
and refentment. To a calculating head, which
confidered clofely, in thefe times of conuption
and darknefs, the ftrength of the court of Rome,
the luxury and defpotifm of the pontifs, the igno-
rance and licentioufnefs of the clergy, the fuper-
ftition and ftupidity of the people; in a word, the
deep root which the papacy had gained through
all thefe circumftances combined, what was the
firft thought that muft naturally have occurred?
No doubt, the, improbability that cool philofo-
phy, difpaflionate reafon and affectionate remon-
ftrances would ever triumph over thefe muld-
plied and various fupports of popery. And, if a
calculating head muft have judged in this manner,
a generous hearr, which confidered the bleflings
that muft arife upon mankind with religious h-
berty and a reformation of the chureh, would na-
turally be excited to apply even a violent re-
medy, if that were neceffary, to remove fuch a def-
perate and honiible difeafe. It would really {feem,
that LuTHeR acted on fuch a view of things. rie
began mildly, and did not employ the fire of his
zeal, before he faw that it was effential to the
fuccefs of his caufe. Whoever looks into Dr.

MosueimM’s hiftory, or any other impartial ac-
L3 coung
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count of the XVIth century, will find, that Lu-
THER's oppofition to the infamcus traffic of in-
dulgences, was carried on, at firft, in the moft
fubmiffive ftrain, by htimble remonftrances ad-
dreffed to the pope, and the moft eminent pre-
lates of the church. Thefe remonftrances were
anfwered, not only by the defpotic voice of au-
thority, but alfo by oPprobrious invetives, perfi-
dious plots againlt his perfon, and the terror of
penal laws. Even under thefe he maintained his
tranquillity ; and his condut at the famous diet
of %orms, though refolute and fleddy, was never-
thelefs,both refpectful and mwodeft, Bur when all
gentle meafures proved ineffeCtual ; then, indeed,
he acted with redoubled vigour, and added 2 new
degree of warmth and impetuofity to his zeal; and
(I repeat it) reflexion might have dictated thofe
animated proceedings, which were owing, perhaps,
merely to his refentment, and the natural warmth
of his temper inflamed by oppofition. Certain it
is, at leaft, that neither the elegant fatires of Eras-
Mmus (had he even been a friend to the caufe of
liberty), nor the timid remonfirances of the gentle
MerancraoN (who was really fuch), would ever
have been fufficient to bring about a reformation
of the church. ‘The former male many laugh,
the latter made fome reafon; but neither of the
two rcould make them &, or fer them in mo-
tion. In fuch a crifis, bold {peech and ardent re-
folution were neceffary to produce that happy change
in the face of religion, which has crowned with in-
eftimable bleflings one part of Eurgpe, and has
been produttive of many advantages even to the
other, which cenfures it,

Asto CaLvin, every one, who has any acquaint-
ance with hiftory, knows how he fer out in pro-
moting the Reformation. It was by a work com-
pofed with a claflic elegance of ftyle; and which,
though finctured with the icholaftic theology of

9 the
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the times, breathes an uncommon fpirit of good
fenfe and moderation. This work was the fuffizutes
of the Chriftian Religion, in which the learned writer
fhews, that the dorine of the reformers was founded
in fcripture and reafon. Nay, one of the defigns
of this book was to fhew, that the reformers ought
not to be confounded with certain fanatics, who,
about the time of the Reformation, fprung from
the bofom of the church of Roeme, and excited tu-
mults and commotions in feveral places.  The
French monarch (Frawecis 1), to cover with a
fpecious pretext his barbarous perfecution of the
friends of the Reformation, and to pievent the
refentment of the proteftants in Gerwmany, with
whom it was his intereft to be on good terms,

alleged, that his feverity fell, only, upon a feét of

enthufiafts, who, under the title of Anadaptifts,
fubftituted their vifions in the place of the doc-
trines and declarations of the Holy Scriptures.
To vindicate the Reformers from this reproach,
CaLvin wrote the book now under confideration ;
and though the theology that reigns in it be
chargeable with fome defeéts, yet it is as remote
from the {pirit and complexion of fanaticifin, as
any thing can be. Nor indeed is this {pirit vifible
ir. any of the writings of CaLvin that 1 have
perufed. His commentary upon the Old and New
Teftament is a produétion that will always be
efteemed, on account of its elegant fimplicity, and
the evident marks it bears of an unprejudiced and
impartial inquiry into the plain fenfe of the facred
writings, and of fagacity and penetration in the
inveftigation of it.

If we were to pafs in review the writings of the
other eminent reformers, whofe names have been
already mentioned, we fhould find abundant
matter to juftify them in the fame refpe. They
were men of letters, nay, feveral of them men of
tafte for the age in which they lived; they culti-

L 4 vated
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vated the ftudy of languages, hiftory, and criticifm,
and applied themfelves with indefatigable induftry
to thefe ftudies, which, of all others, are the leaft
adapted to excite or nourith a fpirit of fanaticifm.
They had, indeed, their errors and prejudices ; nor
perhaps were they few in number; but who is free
from the fame charge ? We have ours too, though
they may turn on a different fet of objeéts. Their
theolagy favoured fomewhat of the pedantry and
Jargon of the fchools ;—how could it be otherwife,
confidering the difmal ftate of philofophy at that
period ? The advantages we enjoy above them,
give them, at leaft, a title to our candour and in-
dulgence ; perhaps to our gratitude, as the inftru-
ments who prepared the way through which thefe
advantages have been cotveyed to us. To con-
clude, let us regret their infirmities ; let us reject
their errors ; let us even condemn any inftances of
ill-judged feverity and violence they may have been
chargeable with ;—but let us never forget, that,
through perils and obftacles almoft unfurmonunt-
able, they open the path to that religious liberty,
which we cannot too highly efteem, nor be too
careful to improve to rational and worthy purpofes.

SECTION
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SECTION I

The Gexeral History of the CuuRrcH,

I. HE Spaniards and Portuguefe, if we may

give credit to their hiftorians, exerted
themfelves, with the greateft vigour and fuccefs,
in the propagation of the gofpel among the darkened
nations [a]. And it muft, indeed, be confefled,
that they communicated {ome notions, fuch as
they were, of the Chriftian religion to the inha-
bitants of America, to thofe parts of Africa where
they carried their arms, and to the iflands and
maritime provinces of 4fia, which they reduced
under their dominion. It is alfo true, that con-
fiderable numbers of thefe favage people, wha
had hitherto lived, either under the bondage of the
moft extravagant fuperftitions, or in a total igno-
rance of any objeét of religious worfhip, embraced,
at leaft in outward appearance, the doftrines of
the Gofpel. But when we confider the methods
of conveifion that were employed by the Spanith
miffionaries among thefe wretched nations, the
barbarous laws and inhuman tortures that were
ufed to force them into the profeflion of Chrifti-
anity ; when it is confidered, farther, that the
denomination of Chriftians was conferred upon
fuch of thofe poor wretches as difcovered a blind

[a] See Jos. Frawc. Larttav, Hiffoire des Decouvertes et
Conguétes des Portugars dans le nowvean Monde, tom. iii. p. 4z0.
All the relations given by this eloquent writer (who was after.
wards created bifhop of Siferon) are taken from the Portuguefe
hiftorians—The other writers who have caft light upon this

rt of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, are enumerated by Fasricius,
in his Lux Salutar. Evangehi toti orbi exoriens, cap. 42, 43. 48.
and 49.
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and exceffive veneration for their ftupid inftruc-
tors,' and were able, by certain geftures, and the
repetition of a little jargon, to perform a few fu-
perflitious rites and ceremonies; then, inftead of
rejoicing at, we fhall be tempted to lament, fuch
a propagation of the gofpel, and to behold the
labours of fuch miferable apoftles with indignation
and contempt. Such is the judgment paffed upon
thefe miffionaries, not only by thofe whom the
church of Rome places in the It of beretics, but
alfo by many of the moft pious and eminent of
her own dottors, in France, Gesrmany, Spain, and
Italy.

II. When the Roman pontifs faw their ambition
checked by the progrefs of the Reformation, which
deprived them of a great part of their fpiritual
dominion in Eurape, they tuined their Jordly
views towards the other parts of the glcbe, and
became more {olicitous than ever about the pro-
pagation of the gofpel among the nations that lay
yet involved in the darknefs of paganifin, This
they confidercd as the beft method of miking
amends for the lofs they had fuflained in Europe,
and the moit fpecious pretext for afluming to
themfelves, with fome appearance of juitice, the
titles of heads or parents of the univerfal church.
The famous fociety, which, in the year 1540,
took the denomination of jefuits, or, tle company
of Jrsus, {feemed every way proper to 2ffift the
court of Rome in the execution of this extenfive
defign. And accordingly, from their frlt rife,
this peculiar charge was given them, that they
fhould form a certain nuinber of their order for
the propdgation of Chriftianity among the un-
enlightened nations, and that thefe mifiionaries
thould be at the abfolute difpofal of the Roman
pontif, and always ready, at a moment’s warning,
to repair to whatever part of the world he fhould

fix
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fix for the exercife of their miniftry [4]. The C ‘;—nﬁ T.

many hiftories and relations which mention the
labours, perils, and exploits of that prodigious
mulrtude of jefuits, who were employed in the
converfion of the African, American, and Indian
infidels, abundantly fhew, with what fidelity and
zeal the members of this {ociety executed the or-
ders of the Roman pontifs [¢]. And their labours
would have undoubtedly crowned them with im-
mortal glory, had it not appeared evident, from
the moft authentic records, that the greateft parc
of thefe new apoftles had more in view the pro-
moting the ambitous’ views of Rome, and the
advancing the interefts of their own fociety, than
the propagation of the Chriftian religion, or the
honour of its divine Author [d]. It may alfo be

15 [£] Whenthe funatic Iew aT1us firft folicited the confirm.
ation of his order by the Roman pontif, Pavw I11., the learned
and worthy cardinal Guiprccioxt oppefed his requeft with
great vehemence. But tlis oppofition was vanquithed by the
dexterity of e naTius, who, changing the articles of his -
Sutntion, 1 which he had promifed obedience to the pope awth
certamn reflrections, turned 1t 1o {ach 4 manner as to bind his or-
der by a folemn vow of wmphicut, blend, and unlimred juhmiffion
and obedeence to the Roman pontif.  This change produced the
defired efle&, and made the popes look upon the jefuits as the
chief {uppoit of their authority ; and hence the zeal which Rore
hus ever fhewn for that order, and that even at prefent, when
their fecret enormities have been brought to light, and pro-
cured the fuppreflion of their focie'y in Portugal and in France,
where their power was fo extenfive. It is indeed remarkable,
thir Iexarius and his company, in the very {ame charter of
their order in which they declare their implicit and blind alle-
fiancc to the court of Rome, promife a like implicit and un-
imited allegiance to the geneial of their fociety, notwithftand-
ing the impoflibility of ferving twe abfolute mafters, whofe
commands may be often contradi®ory. See Hiffoire des Ruli-
geeux de la Compagnic de Fefus, printed at Urre bt in 1741, tom. 1.

- 77, &c.
P [¢] See Jo. ALe. Fasricr Lux Evangelii toif ordi Yxoriens,
cap. xxxiil. p. g550.

[4] B.Curist.Ereen WErsmann1 Oratio de wivtutibus
e vituss Miffion. Romanar. in Orarts. eyus Academ. p. 286,

affirmed,
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affirmed, from records of the higheft credit and
authority, that the inguifition ereCied by the jefuits
at Goa, and the penal laws whofe terrors they em-
ployed fo freely in propagation of the gofpel, con-
tributed, much more than their arguments and
exhortations, which were but fparingly ufed, to
engage the Indiahs to embrace Chriftianity [e].
The converting zeal of the Francifcans and 1Jo-
minicans, which had, for a long time, been not
only cooled, but almoft totally extinguithed, was
animated anew by the example of the jefuits.
And feveral other religious orders, that flumbered
in their cells, were roufed fiom their lethargy, if
not by a principle of envy, at leaft by a fpiric of
emulation.

111, Of all the jefaits who diftinguifhed them-
felves by their zealous and laborious attemprs to
extend the limits of the chuich, none acquued a
more fhining reputation than Francis Xavirr,
who is commonly called the Apofic of the In-
dians [f]. An undaunted iefolution, and no
fmall degree of genius and fagacity, rendcred this
famous miffionary one of the propeicf petfons
that could be employed in fuch an arduous taik.
Accordingly, in the year 1522, he fet fal for the
Portuguele fettlements in Judia, and, in a thoit
{pace of time, fpread the knowledge of the Chiif-
tian, or, to fpeak more properly, of the popith

le] Sce the Hyff. dela Compague de Jefus, tom. ii. p. 171,
207.

Ef] The late king of Portugal obtained for Xavicr, or
rather for his memory, the title of Protedor of the Inases, fiom
Benepict XIV., in the year 1747. Sce the Lertres Edifantes
et Cursenfos des Mufions Etrangeres, tom. xlii. Pref. p. 36.
The body af this fainted miflionary les interred at Goa, where
it is worthipped with the highefl marks of devotion. There i3
alfo a magnificent church at Cozatz dedicated to Xavizr, to
whom the inhabitants of that Portuguefe fettlement pay the
moft devout tribute of veneration and worthip. See Lersres
Edsfiantes, &c. tom, iii. p. 85. 89.203. tom. v, p- 38 —48.
tom. vi. p. 78.

religion,
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religion, over a great part of ihe continent, and CEK T.

in feveral of the iflands of that remote region.
From thence, in the year 1529, he paffed into
Fapan, and laid there with amazing rapidity
the foundations of the famous church, which
flourithed, during fo many years, in that vaft em-
pire. His indefatigable zeal prompted him to
attempt the converfion of the Chinefe; and with
this view he embaiked for that extenfive and
powerful kingdom, in fight of which he ended
his days in the year 1552 [g]. After his death,
other members of his infinuating order penetrated
into China. The chief of thefe was MatTHEW
Riccr, an Italian, who, by his fkill in the Ma-
thematics, became fo acceptable to the Chinefe
nobility, and even to their emperor, that he
obtained, both for himfelf and his affociates, the
liberty of explaining to the people the dottrines
of the gofpel [#]. This famous miffionary
may, therefore, be confidered as the parent and
founder of the Chriftian churches, which, though
often difperfed and toflfed to and fro by the
ftorms of perfecution, fubfift, neverthelefs, ftill in
China [i1.

1V. The jurifdiftion and territories of thofe
princes, who had thrown off the papal yoke, being
confined within the limits of Eurgpe, the churches
that were under their protetion could contribute
but little to the propagation of the gofpel in thefe

[g] See the writers enumerated by Fagricrus, in his Lux
Evangelus, &c. cap. xxxix. p. 677. Addto thefe, LariTav,
Hiflosre des Decowvertes des Portugais dans le nowvean Mende,
tom. iii. p. 419. 424. tom. iv. p. €3. 10z2.—Hiffeire de la
Compagnie de Fefus, wom. i. p. 92,

[6] B. Dv Hauve, Deforeption de PEmpire de Ta Chine,
tom. hi. p. 84. edit. Holland,

[#] Itappears however, that before the arrival of Rrcgrin
China, fome of the Dominicans had already bzen there, hough
to little purpofe, Sec L Qurtw, Orieas Clriffianus, tom. ni.
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diftant regions of which we have been fpeaking. It
is, however, recorded in hiftory, that, in the year
1556, fourteen proteftant miffionaries were fent
from Geneva to convert the Americans [4], though
it is not ‘well known who was the promoter of this
pious defign, nor with what fuccefs it was carried
into execution. The Englith alfo, who, towards
the conclufion of this century, fent colonies into
the northern parts of America, tranfplanted with
them the reformed religion, which they themfelves
profefled; and, as their pofieflions were extended
and muluplied from time to time, their religion
alfo made a confiderable progrefs among that
sough and uncivilized people. We learn, more-
over, that about this time the Swedes exerted their
religious zeal in converting to Chriftianity many
of the inhabitants of Finland and Lepland, of
whom a confiderable aumber had hitherto retained
the impious and extravagant fuperftitions of their
Pagan anceftors.

V. It does not appear, from authentic records
of hiftory, thar the fword of perfecution was
drawn againft the Gofpel, or any public oppofi-
tion made to the progrefs of Chriftianity, during
this century. And it would betray a great 1g-
norance, both of the fituation, opinions, and
maxims of the Turks, to imagine, that the war
they waged againft the Chriftians was carried on
upon religious principles, or with a view to main-
tan and promote the doltrines of MaHOMET.
On the other hand, it is certain, that there lay
concealed, in different parts of Eurepe, {cveral

{4 PicreT1 Oratio de Trophaeis Chriffs, in Orat. efus,
P- 570.—There is no doubt, bat that the doftors here men-
tioned were thofe which the lluflrious admiral Cornicwni
invited o France, when, in the year 155¢, he had formed
the project of fending a colony of protettants into Brazi/ and
.dmm'm. Sec Crarvzevoix, Hiftore d¢ la Nouwvelle France,
tom. i. p. z2.

perfons,
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perfons, who entertained a virulent enmity againft ¢ £ N 7.
religion in general, and, in a more eil"pecml man- g cer I,
ner, againft the religion of the gofpel; and who, ——me

both in their writings and in private converfation,
fowed the feeds of impiety and error, and inftilled
their odious principles into weak, unfteady, and
credulous minds. In this pernicious and unhappy
clafs are gencrally placed feveral of the Peri-
patetic philofophers, who adorned Iraly by their
erudition, and particularly PompoNaTIUS ; feveral
French wits and philofophers, fuch as Joun Bo-
piN, RaserLais, MoNTAGNE, BONAVENTURE DES
Perieres, DoLer, Cuarron ; feveral Italians,
at whofe head appears the Roman pontif
Lro X, followed by Prrer Bemso, Poritiaw,
JorpaNo Bruno, Ocuino; and fome Germans,
{fuch as TurorHRASTUS ParaciLsus, NicHOLAS
TavreLrus, and others [/]. It is even re-
ported, that, in certain provinces of France and
ltaly, Ichools were erected, from whence whole
fwarms of thefe impious doctors foon iffued
out to deceive the fimple and unwary. This
accufation will not be rejected in the lump, by
fuch as are acquainted with the {piit and genius
of thefe times; nor can it be faid with truth, that
all the perfons charged with this heavy reproach
were entirely guiltlefs, * It is neverthelefs certain,
on the other hand, that, upon an accurate and
impartial examination of this matter, it will ap-
pear, that the accufation brought againft many
of them is entirely groundlefs; and thar, with
refpect to feveral who may be worthy of cenfure
in a certain degree, their errors are lefs pernicious
and criminal, than they are uncharitably or rafhly
reprefented to be,

[/ Sce Reimanxt Hifforia Atbeifmi et Aiheorum. Hilde/.
1725, in 8vo.—~Jo. Fraxc. Buoorvs, Thefibus de Atherfmo
et Superflitione, cap, i.—Didlicanaire de BaxLe, pafim.

VI. It
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CeNT. VI Itis, at the fame time, evident, that, in
seew . this century, the arts and fciences were carried.to
- a degree of perfection unknown to preceding ages ;
omree and from this happy renovation of learning, the
thaearofe  European churches derived the moft fignal and
o e, incftimable advantages, which they alfo tranfi
of Jaters, mitted to the moft remote and diftant nations.
The benign influence of true fcience, and its ten-
dency to improve both the form of religion and
the inftitutions of civil policy, were perceived by
many of the ftates and princes of Europe. Hence
large fums were expended, and great zeal and
induftry employed, in promoting the progrefs of
knowledge, by founding and encouraging literary
focieties, by prote€ting and exciting a fpirit of
emulation among men of genius, and by annex-
ing diftinguithed honours and advantages to the
culture of the fciences. And it is particularly
worthy of obfervation, that this was the period,
when the wife and falutary law, which excludcs
ignorant and illiterate perfons from the facred
functions of the Chriftian miniftry, acquired,’ at
length, that force which it ftill retains in the
greateft part of the Chriftian world. There ftill re-
mained, however, fome feeds of that ancient dif-
cord between religion and philofophy, that had
been fown and fomented by ignorance and fana-
ticifm; and there were found, both among the
triends and enemies of the Reformation, feveral
well-meaning, but inconfiderate men, who, in {pite
of common fenfe, maintained with more vehemence
and animofity than ever, that vital religion and
piety could never flourith until it was totally fepa-
rated from learning and fcience, and nourithed by
the holy finiplicity that reigned in the primitive

ages of the church. .
The fous VII. The tirft rank in the Licerary world was
riting e now held by thofe, who confecrated their ftudious
phy. " hours and their critical fagacity to the publica-
tion,
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tion, correcion, and illuftration of the moft fi- 29 T.
mous Greek and Latin authors of ancient times, g, ey, i
to the ftudy of antiquity and the languages, and =

to the culture of eloquence and poetry. We fee
by the produftions of this age (that yet remain;
and continuc to excite the admiration of the
learned), that in all the provinces of Europe thefe
branches of literature were cultivated with a kind
of enthufiafm, by fuch as were moft diftinguithed
by their tafte and genius; nay, what is ftill more
extraordinary (and perhaps not a little extrava-
gant), the welfare of the church, and the profperi-
ty of the ftate, was fuppofed to depend upon
the improvement of thefe branches ofPeerudition,
which were confidered as the very effence of true
and folid knowledge. If fuch encomiums were
fwelled beyond the bounds of truth and wifdom
by enthufiaftical philologifts, it is, neverthelefs,
certain, that the fpecies of learning, here under
confideration, was of the higheft importance, as
it opened the way that led to the treafures of folid
wifdom, to the improvement of genius, and thus
undoubtedly contributed, in a great meafure, to
deliver both reafon and religion from the prepof-
feflions of ignorance, and the fervitude of fuper-
ftition [m]. And, therefore, we ought not to

1% [~] Many vehement debates have been carried on con-
cerning the refpe€tive merit of Literarure and Philofopby. But
thefe debates are almoft as abfurd, as a comparifon that fhould
be made between the means and the end, the inffrument and its

@. Literature is the key by which we often open the trea-

vres of wifdom, both human and divine. But as the fordid
mifer converts abfurdly the means into an end, and acquires a
paffion for the fhining metal, confidered abfira@tedly from the
purpofes it was defigned to ferve, fo the pedantic philologift
erefts literature into an independent fcience, and contemns
the, divine treafumcyg¥f philofophy, which it was defigned
both to difcover and to illufirate. Hence that wretched tribe of
wword-catchers that live on ﬂ]a&la (as Porz, I think, hafpﬂy
exprefles their taftelefs purfiits), who make the republic of
Vor. 1V. M letrers
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be furprifed, when we meet with perfons who
exaggerate the merit, and dwell beyond meafure
on the. praifes, of thofe who were our firft guides
from the regions of darknefs and error, iuto the
luminous paths of evidence and truth.

VIII. ‘T hough the lovers of philology and Belles
Lettres were much fuperior in number to thofe
who turned their principal views to the ftudy
of philofophy, yet the latter were far from being
contemptible either in point of number or capa-
city. The philofophers were divided into two
clafles, of which tle one was wholly abforbed in
contemplation, while the other was employed in
the inveftigation of tiuth, and endeavoured by
experience, as well as by reafoning, to trace out
the laws and operations of Nature. The former
were fubdivided into two feéts, of which the one
followed certain leaders, while the other, unre-
ftrained by the diftates of authority, ftruck out a
new way for themlielves, following freely their
own inventions. Thofe who fubmitted to the
dire€tion of certain philofophical guides, eniifted
themfelves under the ftandards of Aristorr=,
or thofe of Prato, who continued ftill to have
miany admirers, efpecially in Jtaly., Nor were
the followers of ArisToTLE agreed among them-
felves; they all acknowledged the Stagirite as
their chief, but they followed him through very
different paths. Some were for retaining the
ancient method of proceeding in philofophical
purfuits, which their dofors falfely called the
Peripatetic fyftem. Others pleaded for the pure
and unmixed philofophy of AristorLe, and re-
commended the writings of that Grecian fage as

letters groan under their commentaries, annotations, various
readings, &¢. and forget that the kuowledge of wwords and
languages was intended to lead us to the improvement of the
mind, and to the knowledge of things.

"the
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the fource of wildom, and as the fyftem which C E N T.
was moft adapted, when ‘properly illuftrated and ¢ z’f,",‘; n.
explained, to the inftru&tion of youth. A third
fort of Ariftotelians, who differed equally from
thofe now mentioned, and of whom the celebrated
MerancTroN was the chief, purfued another
method. They extracted the marrow out of the
lucubrations of Aristoriy, illuftrated it by the
aids of genuine literature and the rules of good
criticifim, and correted it by the diftates of.
right reafon and the dotiines and principles of
true religion.

Of thole who ftruck out a path to
themfelves in  the regions of philofophy,
without any regard to that which had been
opened by ancient f{ages, and purfued. by
their followers, Carpax [#], TeLEstus [0], and

Campa-

t% (2] Carpaw was a min of a bold, irregular, enter-
priziag genius, who, by a w'ld imazinarorr, was led into the
ftudy of wilivlegy and magic, by whuch he excited the aftonith-
ment and attracted the veneration of the multirede, while his
seal merit s a philofopher was httle known.  He was accufed
of atheifm, but feems much rather ¢hiryrable with fuperiti-
tioa. His life and character wis an amizng muxtare of wil-
dom aud folly, and nothing caun give a more unfavourable idea
of his temper anl principles, tnan the hideous portrait he has
drawn of himfelf in his boole De gews s, His knowledge of
phyiic and mathematics was connd:rable, and lis notions of
natural philofophy may be feen in his famous book De fubtiditate
et weritate revum, in which fHme important truths and dif
coveries are mixed with the moft fanatical vifions, and the
moft extravagant and delirious effufions of myftical felly.
Sec the ample and judicious acrount that has been given of
the charalter and philofophy of this writer (whofe voyage to
Eingland and Scotland is well known) by the learned Bruckkr,
in his Hyloria Critica Philofiph.z, tom. iv. part 11 lib. i
cap. L.

3 -To] This philofopher, lefs known than the former, was
born A. D. 1508, at Cofenja, in the kingdom of Naples, and was
the reftorer of the philofophy formerly taught by Parms-
~nipes, upon whofe principles he built a new fyftem, or, at
leaft, a fyitem which appeared n=w, by the elegant connexion

M2 which
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ce ¥ T. Campanitia {p], hold, defervedly, the firft
Ser o 1, fank, as they were undoubtedly men of fuperior

genius,

which TeLEsIUS gave to its various parts, and the arguments
ufed to maintain and fupport it againft the philofophy of
ArisTOTLE. It was the vague and uncertain method of rea-
foning, which the Stagirite had introduced into natural philo-
fophy, that engaged TrLEsIUS to compofe his famous book
De principiis rerum naturalum. In this work, after having re-
futed the vifionary principles of the Ariftotelian philofophy,
he fubftitutes in their place, fuch as are immediately derived
from the teftimony of the fenfes, even /lear and cold, from
which, like ParmE~N1DES, he deduces the nature, origin, qua-
lities, and changes of ail material beings. To thefe two prin-
ciples he adds a third, @z, Matter, and on thefe three builds,
with dexterity enough, his phyfical fyftem ; for a part of which
he feems alfo to have been indebted to a book of PLyrarcs,
De primo frigedo. It will be entertaining to the philofophical
reader to compare this work of Terestus, with Lord Ba-
cox’s phyfical account of the flory of Curip and Coervs,
in his book De principrs et orsigimibus, &c.

&% [p] CampanELLA, anative of Calabria, made a great
noife in the feventeenth century, by his innovations in philo-
fophy. Shocked at the atheifm and abfurdities of the Arifto-
telian fyftem, he acquired early a contempt of it, and turned
his purfuits towards fomething more folid, perufing the writ-
ings of all the ancient fages, and comparing them with the
great volume of Nature, to fee whether the pretended copies
refembled the original. The fufferings that this man endured
are almoft incredible ; but they were faid to be infliGted on
him in confequence of the treafonable praices that were im-
puted to him, partly againft the court of Spawz, and partly
againft the kingdom of Naples, which he had formed the defign
of delivering into the hands of the Turks. He was freed fiom
his prifon and tortures by the interpofition of pope Urpaw
VIIL., who gave him particelar marks of his favour and
efteem ; and, finding that he was not fafe at Rome, had him
conveyed to Paris, where he was honoured with the proteion
of Lewrs XII1. and cardinal RrcHLrEv, and ended his days
in peace. As to the writings and philofophy of this gredt
man, they are tinged, indeed, with the colour of the times,
and bear, in many places, the marks of a chimerical and un-
difciplined imagination; but, among a few vifionary notions,
they contain a great number of important truths. He snder-
took an entire reformation of philofophy, but was unequal to
the tatk. For an acconnt of his principles of logic, ethics,
and natural philofophy, fee Brucker’s Hif. Critica Phibo-

Jophie, tom. iv. part II. p. 127, &c. He was accufed of
atheifin,
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genius, though too much addiCted to the fug- crwn
geftions and vifions of an irregular fancy. To geco. g,
thefe may be added Perer Ramus, that fubtile
and ingenious French philofopher, who, by at-
tempting to fubftitute in the place of ARISTOTLE’S
logic, a method of reafoning more adapted to the
ufe of rhetoric and the improvement of eloquence,
excited fuch a terrible uproar in the Gallic {chools.
Nor muft we omit here the mention of I'nuzo-
PHRASTUS Paracersus, who, by an affiduous
obfervation of nature, by a great number of ex-
periments indefatigably repeated, and by apply-
ing the penetrating force of fie [¢] to difcover
the firft principles of elements of bodies, endea-
voured to caft new light and evidence on the im-
portant fcience of natural philofophy. As the re-
fearches of this induftilous inquirer intp nature
excited the admiration of all, his example was
confequently followed by many; and hence arofe
a new fe¢t of philofophers, who affumed the de-
nomination of Zhegfophifts [#], and who, placing
little confidence in the decifions of human reafon,

atheifm, but unjuftly ; he was alfo accufed of fuggefting cryel
meafares againt the proteftants, and not without reafon.

o [¢] The principal merit of ParaceLsus confifted in
inventing, or at leaft reftoring from oblivion and darknefs, the
important fcience of Chemsflry, giving it a regular form, re-
dacing it into a conneted {yftem, and applying it moft fuc-
cefsfully to the art of healing, which was the pecaliar profeffion
of this philofopher, whofe friends and enemies have drawa
bim in the falfelt colours. His application to the fludy of
Magic, which he treats of in the tenth volume of his works,
under the denomination of the Sagactous Phslofophy, is a cir-
cumitance difhonourable to his memory, and nothing can dif-
cover a more total abfence of common f{enfe and reafon than
his difcourfes on that fubjeét. As to his philofophical {yfiem,
it is {o obfcure and fo contradiftory, that we fhall not pretend
to delineate it here,

{r] See, foran ample account of thelives, tranfaions, and
fyftems of thefe philofophers, Bruckrer’s Hifferia Critica
Philofaphic.

M3 or
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¢ E N T. or the efforts of fpeculation, attributed all to divine

Xxvi

sxc . 1y Wumination and repeated experience.
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IX. This revolution in philefophy and litera-
ture, together with the fpuit of emularion that
animated the different feéts or clafles into which
the learned men of this age were divided, pro-
duced many happy effeéts of vaiious kinds. I,
in a more particular manner, brought into difie-
pute, though it could not at once utterly eradicate,
that intricate, barbarous, and ipfipid method of
teaching theology, that had univerfally prevailed
hitherto in all the fchools and pulpits of Chriften-
dom. Fhe facied writings, which, in the pre-
ceding ages, had been either entirely neglected,
or very abfurdly explaied, were now much more
confulted and refpetted in the debates and writings.
of the Chiiflian doftors than they had formerly
been; the fenfe and language of the nfpired wrirers
were more carcfully ftudied and more accurarely
unfolded; the dotrines and precepts of rehigion
taught with more method, connexion, and per-
fpicuity ; and that dry, barren, and unaffelting
Janguage, which the ancient fchoolmen affeéted
fo much in their theological compolfitions, was
wholly exploded by the wifer part of the divines
of this century. It muft not however be imagined,
that this reformation of the fchools was {o per-
fed, as to leave no new improvements to be
made in fucceeding ages; this, indeed, was far
from being the cate. Much imperfeGtion yet
remained in the method of treating theology, and
many things, which had great need of a correGing
hand, were left untouched, It would, neverthe-
lefs, be either an inftance of ingratitude, or a
mark of great ignorance, to deny this age the
honour of having begun what was afterwards more
happily finifhed, and of having laid the foun-
dations of thay flriking fuperiority, which the

diviney



The Fehte of Lrsnaine and PuiLotovuy

divines of fucceeding ages obtained over thofe of
ancient times.

X. Nor did the improvements, which have
been now mentioned, as proceeding from the
reftoration of letters and philofophy, extend only
to the method of conveying theological inftruétion,
but purified moreover the fcience of theology
itfelf.  For the true nature, genius, and defign
of the Chriftian religion, which even the moft
learned and pious doctors of antiquity had but
imperfeftly comprehended, were now unfolded
with evidence and precifion, and drawn, like truth;
from an abyfs in which they had hitherto lain
too much concealed. It is true, the influence
of error was far from being totally fupprefled,
and many falfe and abfurd doétrines are ftil main-
tained and propagated in the Chriftian woild. But
it may neverthelefs be affirmed, that the Chriftian
focieties, whofe errors at this day are the moft
numerous and extravagant, have much lefs abfurd
and perverfe notions of the nature and defign of
the gofpel, and the duties and obhigations of thofe
that profefs it, than were enteitained by thofe
dottors of antiquity, who ruled the church with
an abfolute authority, and were confidered as‘the
chief oracles of theology. It may further be
obferved, that the Reformation contributed much

to foften and civilize the manners of many nations,’

who, before that happy period, were funk i the
moft favage ftupidity, and carried the moft rude
and unfociable afpect. It muft indeed be con-
feffed, that a variety of circumftances combined
to produce that lemity of charafter, and that milder
temperature of manners, maxuns, and actions,
that difcovered themfelves gradually, and increaf-
ed, from day to day, in the greateft part of the
European nations after the period that LuTarr
rendered fo famous. It is neverthelefs evident
beyond all contradiction, that the difputes con-
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CENT. cerning religion, and the accurate and rational in-

o W 1. quiries into the doftrines and duties of Chriftianity,

~—— t0 which thefe difputes gave rife, had a great ten-
dency to eradicate out of the minds of men that
ferocity that had been fo long nourifhed by the bar-
barous fuggeftions of unmanly fuperftition. It is
alfo certain, that at the very dawn of this happy
revolution in the ftate of Chriftianity, and even
before its falutary effeéts were manifefted in all their
extent, pure religion had many fincere and fervent
votaries, though they were concealed from public
view by the multitudes of fanatics with which they
were furrounded on all fides.
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CHAP L
The HisTory of the Roman or LaTin CHurcH.

I HE Roman or Latin church is a fyftem
of govermnent, whofe jurifdition ex-

tends to a great part of the known world, though
its authority has been circumficribed within nar-
rower limits fince the happy revolution that, in
many places, delivered Chriftianity from the yoke
of fuperftition and fpiritual tyranny. This fyftem
of ecclefiaftical policy, extenfive as it is, is un-
der the dire&ion of the bithop of Rome alone,
who, by virtue of a fort of bereditary fucceffion,
claims the authority, prerogatives, and rights of
St. PeTER, the fuppofed prince of the apofties, and
gives himfelf out for the fupreme bead of the uni-
verfal church, the vicegerent of Chrift upon earth,
This lordly ruler of the ‘church is, at this time,
elected to his high office by the chofen members
of the Roman clergy, who bear the ancient de-
nomination of cardinals. Of thefe, fix are bifbops
within the precinéts of Rome; fifty are minifters
of the Roman churches, and are called priefs or
Ercfbytcrs 3 and fourteen are infpeftors of the
ofpitals and charity-houles, and are called deacons.
Thefe cardinals, while the papal chair is vacane,
9 and

CENT,
XV},
Szer. INI,
Paret I

The Roman
pomlf,—

how eleQed,



170

Tbe Hiftory of the Roman or Latin Chuich

c & N T. and they are- employed in the choice of a fucceflor
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toethe deceafed pontif, are fhut up, and -clofely
confined in a certain fort of prifon,  called the
Conclave, that they may thus be engaged to bring
this difficult matter to a fpeedy conciufion. No
perfon that is not an Italian by birth, and has
not already obtainped a place in the college of
cardinals, 1s capable of being raifed to the head of
the church; nor have all the Italian cardinals the
privilege of afpiring to this high office [2]. Some
are rendered incapable of filling the papal chair
by the place of their birth, others by their manner
of life, and a few by other reafons of a more
incidental nature [#]. Itis alfo to be obferved,
that the emperor and the kings of France and
Spain have acquired, whether exprefsly by ftipu-

(2] See Jo.Frip.May et Commentar inc de EleZione Pont:f.
Romani, publifhed in 4to at Hamburg, in the year 1691, 'The
ceremonial ohferved in the eection and inflallarion s amply de-
fcribed by MLuscuen1Us, in a work publifhed at Framgort in
the year 1732, under the following title : Ceremontale Elcoiionis
¢t Coronationis Ponisficis Romani.

g% [£] The great obftacle that prevents feveral cardirals
from afpiring at the pontificate, is what they call at Rome. 2/ pec-
cato originale, ot original fin. This mark of exclufion belongs to
thofe who are born fubjets of fome erown, or republic, which
is not within the hounds of Jtaly, or which are upon a footing of
jealonfy with the court of Reme. Thofe alfo who were made
cardinals by the nomination of the kings of Frauce or Spain, or
their adherents, are alfo included in this imputation of original
Jin, which excludes from the papal chair.  ZFhe accidental cir-
cumftances that exclude certain cardinals from the pontificate,
are their being born princes or independeng fovereigus, or their
declaring themfelves openly in favour of certain coyrts, or their
family’s being too numerous, or their morals being irregular.
Even youth, and a good complexion and figure, are confidered
as obftacles. But all thefe maxims and ru%es vary and change
according to the inconftant and precarious impulfe of policy and
fattion.

For an account of the different methods of cle@ing the pope,
whether by compromife, infpivation, ferutiny, or accefs, (by which
latter is meant a jecond eleftion, employed when the other me-
thods fail ;) fee Av mown, Tablean de la Cour de Rome, edit. 2de,
P. 40, &c,

lation,



Cuar: VThe Hiffory oftbeli'oman or Latin Charch. 7L
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privilege of excluding from the number of "the g, i
candidates for this high office, fuch as they think Parxr 1.
proper to oppofe or diflike. Hence it often ™
happens, that, in the numerous college of cardinals,
a very fmall number are permitted, upon a vacancy,
to afpire at the papacy; the greateft part being
generally prevented by their birth, their charater,
their cirumftances, and by the force of political in-
trigues, from flattering themfelves with the pleafing
hope of afcending that towering {fummit of eccle-
fiaftical power and dominion.

II. It muft not be imagined, that the perfonal The power
power and authority of the Roman pontif are cir- of be pope
cumficribed by no limits; fince it is well known,
that, in all his decifions relating to the govern-
ment of the church, he previoufly confults the
brethrem, i. e. the cardinals, who compofe his
miniftry or privy council.  Nay more, in matters of
religious controverfy and doctrine, he is obliged
to afk the advice and opinion of eminent divines,
in order to fecure his pretended infallibility from
the (uggeftions of error.  Befides this, all matters,
that are not of the higheft moment and import-
ance, arc divided, according to their refpeétive
nature, into certain claffes, and left to the manage-
ment of certain colleges, called Congregations |1,

in

vy [¢] Thefe congregations are as follow: I. The congre-
gatwn of the Pope, inftitard firtt by Sixrus V., to prepare the
matters that were to be brought before the confiffory, at which
the pontif is always prefent.  Hence this is called the confifforial
congregation, @nd i it are treated all affairs relative to the
erection of bifhoprics and cathedral charches, the reunion or
fuppreflion of epifcopal fees, the alienation of church goods,
and the taxes and anzafes that are impofed npon all benefices
in the pope’s giving. The cardinal-dean prefides in this af-
fembly. II. The rongrefiatmn of the Irquifition, or (as it is
otherwife called) of #he Holy Office, inftituted by Pavy IlL.,
which takes ccgnizance of horefies, apoftacy, magic, and
profane writings, which affemble thrice in the week, and every

- Tharfday in prefence of the pope, who prefides in it. The
office of grand inquifiter, which encroached upon the prero-
gatives
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in every one.of which, one or more cardinals pre-
fide.

gatives of the pontif, has been long fupprefled, or rather dif-
tributed among the cardinals who belong to tais congregation,
and whofe decifions come under the fupreme cognizance of his
Holinefs. Il T%e congregation {ar the propagation of the Ro-
man Catholic Fath, founded under the pontificate of Gre-
cory XV., compofed of eighteen cardinals, one of the fecre-
taries of ftate, a prothonotary, a fecretary of the inquifition,
and other members of lefs rank. Here it is, that the delibe-
rations are carried on, which relate to the extirpation of herefy,
the appointment of miffionaries, {e. This congregation has
built a moft beautiful and magnificent palace in one of the
moft agreeable fituations that could be chofen at Reme, where
profelytes to popery from foreign countries are lodged and
nourifhed grars in 2 manner fuitable to their rank and condi-
tion, and inftruted in thofe branches of knowledge to which
the bent of their genius paints. The prelates, curates, and
vicars alfo, who arc obliged, without any fault of theirs, to
abandon the places of their refidence, are entertained charitably
in this noble edifice 1n 2 manner proportioned to their ftation in
the church.  IV. The congregation defigned to explan the aecifions
of the co mcdl of Trent. V. The congregation of the Index, whofe
principal bufinefs 1s to examine manufcripts and books that are
defigned for publication, to decide whether the people may
be permitted to rcad them, to corre& thofe bocks whofe
errors are not numerous, and which contain ufefil and
falutary truths, to condemn thofe whofe principles are here-
tical and pernicious, and to grant the peculiar privilege of
perufing heretical books to certain perfons. This congrega-
tion, which 1s fometimes held in the prefence of the pope, bug
gererally in the palace of the cardinal-prefident, has a more
extenfive jurifdiction than that of the inquifition, as it not
only takes cognizance of thofe books that contain dotrines
contrary to the Roman catholic faith, but of thofe alfo that
concern the duties of morality, the difcipline of the church,
and the interefls of fociety. Its name is derived from the al-
phabetical T'ables, or Jadexes, of heretical books and authors,
which have been compofed by its appointment. VI. The
congregation  for mamntaining the rights and smmumties of the
clergy, and of the Kmghts of Malta. This congregation was
formed by Ursan VIII., to decide the difputes and remove
the difficulties and inconveniencies that arofe from the trials
of ecclefiaftics, before princes, or other lay-judges. VII. The
congregation relating to the Bifbops and regular Clergy, inftituted
by SixTus V., to decide the debates which arife between the
bifhops and their diocefans, and to compofe the differences
that hzppened fo frequently among the Monaftic orders.

VIII. Fbe
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fide [d]. The decifions of thefe focieties are ge-
nerally  approved of by the Roman pontif, who
has not a right, without alleging the moft

VIII. The comgregation, appointed by Grecory XIV., for
examining into the capacity and learning of the bifhops.
IX. Another for enquiring into their lives and morals. X. A
third for obliging them to refide in their diocefes, or to difpenfe
them from that obligation. XI. The congregation for fuppreffing
monafierées, 1. e. {uch whofe revenues are cxhauited, and who
thereby become a charge upon the public. XII. 7%e congre-
gation of the Apoflolic Vifitation, which names the vifitors, who
perform the duties and vifitations of the churches and convents
within the diftri of Rome, to which the pope is obliged as
archbifhop of that eity. XILI. Tke congregation of Relicsy de-
figned to examine the marks, and to augment the number of
thefe inftruments of fuperftition. XIV. The congregation of Ix-
dulgences, defigned to examine the cafe of thofe who have re-
courfe to this method of quieting the confcience. XV. The
congregafion ¢f Rites, which S1xTus V. appointed to regulate
and Invent the religious ceremonies that are to be obferved in
the worfhip of each new faint that is added to the Kalendar.

Thefe are the congregations of cardinals, fet apart for ad-
miniftering the {piritual affairs of the church ; and they are
undoabtedly, in fome refpeéts, a check upon the power of the
pontif, enormous as it may be, There are fix more, which
relate to the temporal government of the papal territories. In
thefe congregations, where the pope is never prefent, all things
are tranfacted which relate to the execution of puhlic jufticcin
civil or criminal matters, the levying of taxes, the providing
the ‘cities and provinces with good governors, the relieving:
thofe who are unjuftly opprefled by fubordinate magiftrates, the
coinage, the care of the rivers, aqueduéls, bridges, roads,
churches, and public edifices.

4] The court of Reme is very particularly and accurately
defcribed by Aymon (who had been, before his converfion to
the proteftant religion, domeftic chaplain to InxocenT XI.)
in 2 book, entitled, Tableax de la Cour de Rome, of which the
firft edition was publifhed at the Hague, in 8vo, in the year
1707, and the {econd in 1726.—S8ee allo Relation de la Cour
de Rome, ot des Ceremonies qui s’y obferwent, which father-La-
BaT has tranflated into French, from the Italian of JEroOM
Limavoro, and {nbjoined to his Popager en Efpagne ¢t d1alie,
tom. viii. p. 10j.— For an account of the Roman congrega-
tions, &Jc. fee DoroTH. Ascian. De Montibus Pietatis Ro-
smanis, p. s10.as alfe Huwvorp. PLETTENBERG, Notitia Trie
dunal, et Congregat. Curie Romanz, Hildefie, in 8va, 1693.
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weighty and evident reafons, to reverfe what they
pronounce to be juft and expedient. This form of
ecclefiaftical government 1s, doubtlels, a check to
the authority of the pope; and hence 1t is, that
many things are tranfaéted at Rome in a manner
that 1s in direct oppofition to the fentiments of its
fpiritual ruler. This may ferve to thew us, that
thofe perfons are little acquainted with the nature
and limits of the papal hicrarchy, who pretend,
that all the iniquitous proceedings of the court of
Rome, the calamities it has occalioned, the conten-
tions, rebellions, and tmmults it has excited, are to
be entirely and wholly laid to the charge of the
Roman pontif [¢]. .
LI ‘I he power of the Roman pontif hath ex-
cited debates even amorg thofe that are under the
papal hierarchy; and the fpiritual fubjets of this
pretended liead of the church, are very far from
being agreed with refpect to the extent of his au-
thority and jurifdiction. Hence i¢ happens, that
this_authotity and dominion are not the fame
in all places, having a larger fcope in {fome pro-
vinces, and heing reduced within narrower bounds
in others. If, indeed, we confider only the pre-
tenfions of the pontif, then we fthall find that his
power is unlimited and fupreme; for there are no
prerogatives that can flatter ambirion, which he
does not claim for himfelf and his court. He not
only pretends, that the whole power and majefty

[¢] Hence arifes that important diftinétion, frequently em-
ploved by the French and other nations 1n their debates with
the Roman pontif; I mean, the dullinétion between the Pape of
Rome and the Court of Rome. The larser is often londed with
the bittereit reproaches and the heavieft accofations, while the
Jormer is f{pared, and in fome meafiure excufed. Nor is this
diftinction by any means groundiefs; fince the cardinals and
congregations, whofe rights and privileges are held facred,
undertake and execute many projets without the knowledge,
and fometimes againtt the will and confent, of the Roman
pontif®
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of the church refide-in his perfon, and are tranf-
mitted into certain portions, from him to the in-
ferior bifhops, but moreover afferts the abfolute
infallibility of all decifions and decrees that he
pronounces from his lordly tribunal. Thefe arro-
gant pretenfions are, however, oppofed by many,
and chiefly by the French nation, which exprefsly
maintains, that every bifhop receives immediately
from Chrift himfelf a portion of that fpiritual
power which is imparted to the church; that the
colle¢tive fum, or whole of this power, is lodged
in the colle¢tive body of its paftors, or, which
15 the fame thing, in a general council, lawfully
aflembled ; and that the pontif, . confidered per-
fonally, and as diftin& from the church, is liable
to error. 'This complicated and important con-
troverfy may be eafily brought within narrower
bounds, and may be reduced to the following plain
queftion: viz. Is the Roman pontif, properly fpeak-
ing, the LAWCIVER of the church, or, is be no more
than the GUARDIAN and DEPOSITARY of the laws
enalled by Chrift and by the church? There is no
profpect of {eeing this queftion decided, nor the
debates terminated to which it has given rifc; fince
the contending parties are not even agreed about
the proper and lawful judge of this important con-
troverfy [ /]. Some great revolution can only effect
the decifion of this matter.

IV. The church of Rome loft much of its an-
cient fplendor and majefty, as foon as LutHer,

[ /] The arguments employed by the creatures of the Roman
pontif in defence of his unlimited authority, may be feenin Ber-
LarMINE and other writers, of which an enormous colle@ion
has been made by RoccaserTr; and, what is not a little ex-
traordinary, a French writer, named PET1Tp1D1ER, appeared:
in defence of the pope’s pretenfions, in a book publifhed at Lux-
emburg, in the year 1724, Sur £Authorité ot IInfallibilité des
Papes.  The fentiments of the Gellican church, and the argu-
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ments by which it oppofes the pretenfions of Romse, may be feen

in: the writings of Ricser and Liuwoy. 4
an



