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IV.d.10 
I N T ROD U C T ION. 

1. THE order and method, th:lt have been {;')1- The meth04 

I d · h r f 1 \\' k oMened III owe 10 t e IOrmer part 0 tillS 01', the preced-

cannot be continued, \'vithout the gn.ateft incon- pI p.,t "f 
. . I' L' h B k I I 1 thl' hlftor, vemences, In t 115 J: ourt 00, W,le 1 rt: aCt s to ch.n;:ed JD 

the modern hiftory of the church. From the COtn- If c fogrtb. 

f h bo"k. rrencement 0 t e fixteenth century, tile f,l('e of 
religion was remarkably changed; tile dlvlfions. 
that had formerly perplexed the church, lflcreafcd 
confider ably ; and the Chri{ban iocietles, that re
hnquilhed the eftablifhed forms of dlvme worfhip, 
and eJ e'l:ed themfe1ves into feparate alfembllC:s, 
upon principles different from thule of the Roman 
hierarchy, multiplied from d.iY to (by. This 
cirC'llmftallce renders it impoffible to prefent Hl 
one conneCted [eries, or, as It were, in one con
tinued tablature, the events, viLiffitllc\es, and 
revolutions, that happened in the church, diVided 
its members, and enfl:ebled the dominion of its 
tyrants. From the period on which we now enter, 
the bond of union among Chriftians, that had 
been formed by a blind obedience to the Roman 
pontifs, was eVf!rywhere either dIifolved, Of, at 
leaft, relaxed; and confequently this period of 
our hiftory muft be dlVided into a multitude of 
branches, into as many parts, a~ there wer~ fa
mous feas that arofe in this cC'ltury. 

II. It is however proper to obferve here, that The hilto'1 

many of the events, which dlftingudh this cen- ~~~~~ in 

tury, had a manifeft relation 'fb the church in thl$ <SOIlU1 
-, __ ..a Ch . a:_ 1'.' war lit dlo 

~enerilU. ilIH.J. not to any flL4An lO{;lety 1~ par- ~idtd I/ltO 

B 2. ··~uJar. two genual 
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I N T ROD U C T ION. 

ticular. And as there events deferve to be men
tioned feparate1y, ()f1 account of their remarkable 
umdency to throw a light:, upon ~heA1:ate of Chrift
ianity in gene";f1s well as upon':ihe hiftory of 
each par~iculi"'hrifrian fociety, we fhall there
fore divide this .... Faurth Book into two main and 
principal parts, of which the one (hall contain the 
General, and the other the Particular 1Jtjtor.v of tb'e 
Chrijiian Religion. 

The iI'M:lal III To the General Htijior'l1 belong all thofe 
II l!lory of' ./. . 
Ih~thurcb·. events v.hich relate to the ftate of Chlifrla01ty~ 
ill qtell:. confidered in it!elf and in its utmoft extent, to the 

Chrifrian church viewed in the general) and ab
fhaEted from the miferable and multiplied divi
(IOns into which it wa" rent by the pamons of men. 
Under this head we (ball take notice of the ad
vancement and progrefs of Chrifrianity in general, 
without any regarll to the particular fec1:s that 
were tht:s infrrumental in promoting its interefts; 
nor 111a11 we omit the confideration of certain doc
trines, rites, and inftitLltions, which appeared 
worthy of admimon to all, or, at leaft) to the 
greateft part of the Chriftian feCts, and which 
confequently produced everywhere changes and 
improvements of more or lefs importance. 

I'., "ul.r IV. In the Particular Htijior'l1 of thi., century, 
)llftJ! y. ./ 

we propofe pamng in review, in their proper 
order, the various [eEts into ",hich the Chriftian 
church was divided. This part of our work, for 
the f~lke of method and precifion, we !hall fub
divide into two. In the firjl we {hall comprehend 
what relates to the more ancient Chriftian feEts, 
both in the eaftern and weftern hcmifpheres; 
while the Jecond ihall be confined to the hiftory of 
thofe more modern focieties, the date of whofe 
origin is pofterior to the Reforma,tion in Germany. 
I n the accounts that are here to be given of the 
circttmflances, fate, and doCtrines of each ftEt, 
the method laid down in the Preface to this Work 

filall 
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traIl be rigorouny obrerved> as far as is peffible; 
fince it feems the moft adapted to lead us to an 
acrurate knowledge of the nature, progrefs, and 
tenets of every Chriftian fociety, that arofe in 
thefe times of dlfcord. 

V. The moil: momentous event that diftm- Aifl",yaf 

guilhed the church after the fifteenth cenwry, and ~:;m~ti~n. 
we may add, the moft glorious of all the Revolu-
tions that happened in the ftate of Chriftianity fince 
the time of its divine and immortal Founder, was 
that happy change introduced into religion, which 
is known by the title of the BlejJed Reformation. 
This grand revolution, which arore in Saxony 
from fmall beginnings, not only fpread itfelf with 
the utmoft rapidity through all the European pro-
vinces, but alfo extended its efficacy more or lefs 
to the moft diftant parts of the globe, and may be 
juftly confidered as the main and principal fpring 
which has moved the nations from that illuftrious 
period, and occafioned the greateft part both of 
thofe civil and religious revolutions that fill the 
a.nnals of hiftory down to our times. The: face 
of Europe was, in a more efpecial manner, changed 
by this great event. The prcfent age feels yet, 
in a fenfible manner, and ages to com~ will con-
tinue to perceive, the ineftimable advantage!> it 
produced, and the inconveniences of which it has 
been the innocent occajion. The hiftory therefore 
of fuch an important revolution, from whence fo 
many others have derived their origin, and whofe 
relations and conne:xions are fo extenfive and uni-
verfal, demands undoubtedly a peculIar degree 
of attention, and has an unqueftionable right to 
the principal place in fuch a work as this. We 
~erefore now proceed to gi ve a compendious 
View of the modem hiftory of the Chriftian church, 
according to the plan and method already laid 
down. • 

B 3 
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THE 

SIXTEENTH CENTURY. 

SECTION I. 

The HISTORY of the REFORMATION. 

C l N T. I. THE Hifrory of the Reformation is too 
S J:~V';: I. ample and extenfive to be comprehended 

withom a certain degree of confufion, 10 the un
Thedivlfion interrupted narration of one Section; we fhall 
of tbt lirO: r d"d" ..., P 
(cllJOD. therelOre IVI e It INO l;our arts. 

The FI R ~ r will contain An Aaount of the Stal( 
of ChriflitmitJ before the Commencement of the Re
formation. 

The SECOND, The Hifiory of the Reformation, 
from its firfl Beginnings until the date oj the Confeffion 
drawn up at Augfburg. 

The THIRD will exhibit A View of the lame 
lliflory, from this latter period to the Commencement 
(If the war,of Smalcald. And 

The FouRTH will carry it down to '['he Peace 
that was entered into with the /lbettors of !be Re
formation in the year 1555 La J. This divJfjon is na
tural; it ari[e~ fpOntaneollfiy from the events 
themfe1ves. 

CHAP-

[a] The \\jiters of the J-ly7'l"v Cf the Reformation, ofevel"Y 
rank and order, n"e Cl111n,emted 0) th very !tarned PHILIP • 
. F RID. II AN E (\d1O hlmJelf dcfcn c, a molt eminent rank ia 
this dar,). in his Hjlnua ~'anor/lll1 a Luthero Eme"tlatDNIfII; 
part 1. cap. i. p. I. and by Jo. ALn. FABRICIUS, in his 
<'m/t/o/mlll luthtlanum, part II. Cdr. "lxxxvii. p. S6j.-Thc 
gl'e.lteil: p:tl t. or at lcall the moll eminent, of this ftft of authon 
muft be confuhed Ly [ueh a. deiire a t~l'iher confirmation or 

ilhll1:ration 



CHAP, I. f'b, HJSTORY f)f tbe REFOllMATION. 

CHAPTER 1. 

Concerning tbl flatt of the Chrijiian Church be/ore 
the Riformation. 

1 

1. AB 0 U T the commencement of this cen- C E N 1'. 
tur~ ~he Roman pomifs lived in the ut- s 'E~v~: J. 

moft tranqUllhty; nor had they, a~ things ap- ---
Peared to be fituated, the leaft reafon to appre- Thinll' arc 

fi . h . {j .n • qu.et hend any oppo mon to t elr preten Ions, or re- fl.'. a~ the 

bellion againft their amhority; fince thofe dread·· ~;~~.:t:e~. 
ful commotions, which had been excited in the tUf,_ 

preceding ages by the Waldenfes, A1bigenfes, 
and Begl:ards, and lately by the Bohemians, were 
entirely fuppreffed, and had yielded to the united 
powers of counfd and the fword. Such of the 
Waldenfes as yet remained, lived contented under 
the difficulties of extreme poverty in the vallies 
of Piedmont, and propored to themleIves no higher 
earthly felicity, than that of leaving to their de
fcendants that wretched and obfcure corner of 
Europe, VIIhich feparates the Alps from the Pyrenemt 
mountains; while the handful of Bohemians, that 
furvived the ruin of their faction, amI fiiIJ perfe-
vered in their oppofition to the Roman yoke, had 
neither ftrength nor knowledge adequate to any 
new attempt, and therefore, inHead of infpinng 
terror, became objects of contempt. 

II. We mlla not, however, conclude from this The com

apparent tranquillity and fecurity of the pontlfs :~:~n~St~; 
and their adherents, that their meafures were ap- P 'p" on1 

1 d d h · h' . h 1 n. cI<rgv .nef· F au e , or ( elr cams worn WIt out re u\..~ance. fcaual. 

~ufiration of the mlltters which f propofe to relate briefly 
111 the courfe ot th;s Hifiory. TIle lJIufinous names of 
S1.I1DAN and SSCKIiNDOIlFF, and othrrs, who have difiin
guilbed themfelves in this kind of erudition, are too well 
known to rettder it neceR'ary to recommend their works to the 
perufal of the curious reaGer. 

B 4 This 
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,8. C T. I. 

" 

f'he HrSTOR y Of the RnOltMATroN. 

This was far from being the cafe. Not only pri. 
vate perrons, hut a1fo the moil: powerful princes 
and fovereign frates. exclaimed loudly againil: the 
defpotic dominion of the pontifs, the fraud, vio
lence, avarice, and injuftice that prevailed in 
Ibeir counfels, the arrogance, tyranny, and ex
tortion of their legates, the unbridled licentiouf
nefs and enormous crimes of the clergy and monks 
of all denominations, the unrignteous feverity 
and partiality of the Roman laws, and demanded 
publickly, as their anceftors had done before 
them, a Reformation of the church, in its head and 
in its members, and a general council to accom
plilh that neceffalY and happy purpofe [b]. But 
thefe complaints and demands were not carried fo 
far as to produce any good effecr; fwce they 
came from perfans who never prefumed to enter
tain the Ie aft doubt t.boul) the fupreme authority 
of the Pope in I eligious matters, and who, of con
fequence, inftead of attempnng, themfelvl>s, tQ 
bring about that reformatIon that was fa ardently 
defired, remained entirely unaCtive, and looked 
for redref!> to the court of Rome, or to a general 
counClI. A", long as the authority of the Roman 
pontlf was held (acred, and h!~ JunidiCtion rJ
preme, there could be no rcafon to expect any 
confidcrable ref OJ marion eIther of the corruptions 
of the chuflh or of the mannels of the clergy. 

[oJ The[e compl..tints and accufations have been l.lrgely enu
melated by fever.!.l writers. See, among many others, VAL. 
LRN. LOESCHER'US, in AE/zs et documentu RtjolJJailoms, tom. 
i. cap. v. p. I05.-cap. n. p.I6I. & E'tN "ALOM. Cy. 
PRIAN. PrtCfat. ad U-zllt. Ern. crt1Zlul12 liy/oIJam Riformaf. 
publilhed at Letpfie ln 8vo, in the year) 717.-The glievances, 
complained of by the Germans III particular, are amply men. 
tioned by J F. GEORGI'US, 1" his GYaVanU'J4 Impirator. fI 
lvatlOJl/J edman. ad'VerjuJ j.d.m Rcnan. cap. vii. p. Z61. 
Nor do the wifa and more learned among the modern Ro
m:mifis pretend to del'Y that the church and clergy. before the 
time of LVTHhR, were tOJrupted in a \Cry.hlgh degree. 

111. 1£ 



III. If any thing feemed proper to deftroy the C E N T. 

gloomy empire of fuperfti~ion,. and to alarm the s .. ~~J: I. 
fecurity of the lordly pontlfs, It was the reftora- • 
tion of learning in Europe, and the number of men The .. fifO' 

~ fitton C) 

of genius that arofe, of a fudden, under the be- learning. 

nign influence of that aufpicious revolution. But 
even this new fcene of things was infufficient to 
terrify the lords of the church, or to make them 
apprehend the decline of their power. It is true, 
indeed, this happy revolution in the republic of 
letters difpelled the gloom of ignorance, and 
kindled in the millds of many the love of 
truth and facred liberty. Nay, it is alfo certain 
that many of thefe great men, fuch as ERASMUS 
and others, pointed the delicacy of theif Wit, or 
levelled the fury of their indIgnation, at the 1l1-
perftitions of the times, the corruptions of the 
priefthood, the abllfes that reigned in the court 
of Rome, and the brutifu manner of the Monaftic 
Orders. But this was not fufficient, !inee none 
had the courage to ftrike at the root of the evil, 
to attack the papal jurifdicrion and ftatutes, which 
wert abfurdly, yet artfully, fanCtified by the title 
of canon law, or to call in queftion that ancient 
and moft pernicious opinion, that Chrifl hall efta
bliilied a vicegerent at Rome, clothed with hIS 
fupreme and unlimited authority. Entrenched, 
therefore, within thefe fhong-holds, the pontifs 
looked upon their own authortty and the peace of 
the church as beyond the reach of danger, and 
treated with indIfference the threats and inveCtives 
of their enemies. Armed, moreover, with power 
to punifu, and abundantly fllrnifued Witll the 
means of rewarding in the molt alluring manner, 
they were ready, on every co'nmation, to crufh 
the. obftin lte, and to gain over the merC'enary [0 

theIr caufe; and this indeed could not but coo-
tri~'!te C9Dfiderably to the ftability of their do
mmlon. 

IV. Hence 
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C E N T. IV. Hence it was, that the bi1hops of Romt 
XVI. J lived in the utmoft fecurity avd eafe, and being 

S I! CT.. • 1 fi' I r. d f' 

The popes. 
Alexander 
VI. 
l>s.e III. 

entIre y ree trom appre 1enllOilS an cares Or 
every kind, followed without reluctance, and 
gratified without any limitation or reftraim, the 
various demands of their lults and pamom.. 
ALEXANDER VI., whom humanity difown&, and 
who is rather to be confide red .1S a monfier than 
as a mao, whofe deeds excite hO'Tor, and whofe 
enorm!ties place him all'lOng the molt execrable 
tyrants of ancient times, f\:ained the cml'mence
ment of this century by the moit tremendous 
crimes. The wOlld was del:vered from this papal 
fiend in "the year I P3, by the poifonou& draught 
which he had prep:ll-ed for other~, as is generally 
believed; though thel ~ ~ie hiilorians that attri
bute his death to fickne1& and old age [c]. He 
was fucceeded in the pontificate by l'rus IlL, 
who, in It i-" than a month, was deprived by death 
of that high lhgnity. 1 he vacant ch,lir VI as ob
tained by fraud and bribery by J L"LIAN DE LA 

ROVERt, who alflll11cd the denomin:ltion of 
JULIUS II. • 

V. To the odious lift of vices with which 
JULIUS II. dIfl10nollred the pontificate, we may 
add the Ilwll ravage ferocity, the moil audacIous 
arrogance, the mof\: derpotic vehemence of temper, 
and tht' moft extravagant and frenetic ramon for 
war and bloodlhed. He began his mIlitary el1-
terprifes by entering into a war with the Venetians, 
after havmg Ihengthened his caufe by an alliance 
with the emperor and the king of FranCf [d]. He 

[c] See the Life of AL EXA N D t. It VL. in two volumes, 8vo. 
by ALEx. GORDON, Efq.-As alfo another lIfe of the fame 
pontif, ... riuc:n I'Ilrh marc modcl alion, and fubjoined, along 
with that of LEO X., to ti>c nrfl: "\olume of the learned ana 
ingenious work, ifltituled, Htjfolre all Drott puMque icc/efta/
fUJUl Franf"s, jar M. D. B. publifhed 11), +to, at Londpn. in 
175%' 

[J J See Du Bas, Hijlom de fa Llgue de Camhray, pubIilhed 
at the Hague m two voiume~, Svo, in the year 1710. 

afterwards 
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afterwards laid fiege to F a""ra; and, at length, e J " 'T. 
turned his arms againft his former ally, the French s xVI'

L 
monarch, in conjunction with the Venetians, 1\ c,. 
Spaniards, a.nd Swifs, whom he had drawn into 
this war, and engaged in his caufe by an offenfive 
league. His whole pontificate, in {hort, was one 

. continued [cene of military tumult, nor did he 
{uffer Europe to enjoy a moment's tranquiUity as 
long as he lived. We may eafily imagine the 
miferable condition of the church under a vicar 
of CHRIST, who lived in camps, amidft the din of 
arms, and who wa!' ambitious of no other fame 
than that which arofe from battles won and cities 
laid defohte. Under fuch a pontif all things mu{l: 
have gone to ruin; the laws muft have been fub
verted, the difcipline of the church deftroyed, 
and the genuine luftre of true .religion entirely 
effaced. 

VI. N eV'erthelefs, from this dreadful cloud that The coun

hung over Europe, fome rays of light feemed to cil of Pt{4. 

break forth, that promifed a better fiate of things, 
and gave fome rea[on to expect that reformation 
in tht> church, that was [0 ardently and fo uni-
ver1ally defired. LeWIS XI1., king of France, 
provoked by the infult!> he had received from this 
arrogant pontif, meditated revenge, anrl evt:n 
\:aufed a medal to be firuck with a menacing m
fcription, expreffing his refolution to overturn the 
power of Rome, which was reprefented by the title 
of Ba~yloJl on chi!> coin [e J. Sevel al cardinals alfo, 
t:ncouraged by the protection of this monarch and 
the emperor MAXIMILIAN 1., dlfembled, in the 
year 151 I, a cOllncil at Pifo, with an intention tQ 

[e] See B. CURIST. SIGl~MUliD. LUBll CommmtatlQ & 
IIu1JJmi; L/./dlJ'L'!C1 Xlr., Eptgr.7pbe, PI: R VA M BA B Y LON Iii 

~OMIlN. io/igmbu o ; Leipfic, 1717.-See 1\1[0 'lbI'jrJU1·ItS Epl
fill/trill CrD!<.ZtHZUl, tom. i. p. 2~8. z+3.-COLONJ II. Hzjlo!r! 
Litter. a.. la rdle .le L)Q1/, tom. ii. p. 443.-Thc authentIcity 
and occauOll of thJs medal have beCll much difputed~ and. aa 
i.a well known., 11ave alfordtd mat~er of keen debate. . 

fet 
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If"IJ8 HISTORY of the REFORMATION'. 

ret boonos to the tyranny of this furious ponti£, 
and to correct and reform the er;-ors and corrup
tion, of a fuptrfiitious church. J ULWS, on the 
other hand, relying on his own f:rength, and on 
the power of his allies, beheld there threatening 
appearances without the Ieaft concern, nay) 
treated them with mockery and laughter. He' 
did not, however, neglect the c'1ethods of ren
dering ineffeCtual the efforts of his enemies, that 
prudence dictated, and therefore gave orders for 
a council to meet in the palace of the Lateran in 
the year I ~ I 2. E/J, in which the decrees of the 
council of PiJa were condemnf'd and annulled in 
the moil: injurious and infulting terms. This 
condemnation would, undoubtedly, have been 
followed with the moft dire and formidable ana
themas againft LEWIS and other Princes, had not 
death [natched away this audacious pontif, in the 
year 15 I 2, in the midft of his ambitious ::nd vin
dictive projects. 

VII. H(' was fucceeded, in the year 1513, by 
LIo X., of the family of MWICIS, who, though 
of a milder difpofition than his predece(for, WJS 
neverthelefs equally indifferent about the interefts 
of religion and the advancement of true piety. He 
was a protector of men of learning, and was him
felf learned as far as the darknefs of the age would 
admit of. His time was divided between conver
fation with men of lettf'rs and pleafure; though it 
muil: be obferved, that the greaten. part of it was 
con(ecrated to the latter. He had an invincible 
averfion to whatever was accompanir:d with foli
citude and care, and difcoverecl the greaten: im
patience under events of that nature. He was 
remarkable for his prodigality, luxury, and im
prudence, and has eVGn been charged with im~ 
piety~ if not atheifm. He did not however 

[f] HARDUINI eo,w/la, tom. ix. p. 1559' 
neglect 
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negleCt the grand objeCt which the generality of C E • ;. 

his predeceifors had fo much at heart, even the XVI. 
. d d . hId S I: c: T. t. promotmg an a vancmg t e opu ence an gran-

deur of the Roman fee. For he took the utmoft. 
care that nothi"g iliould be tranfaCted in the coun-
cil of the Lateran, which JULIUS had affembled 
and left fitting, that, had the Ie art tendency t() 

favour the Reformation of the church. He \X,ent 
ftiH farther; and, in a confe.rence which he had 
with FRANCIS 1. king of France, at Bologna, he 
engaged that monarch to abrogate the Pragmatic 
Santlion [gJ, which haJ been fo long odious to the 
popes of Rome, and to fulAhtute in its place ano-
ther body of laws, more advantageous to the 
papacy, which were impofed UpOl! hIS fubjeEts 
under the tirle of the COJ'llo1'date, and rcn:lved 
with the utmoft indignation and reluCtance [h]. 

V III. The 

(g] \Ve have mention{'d this Purgma"f S.rncll(;n, Cent. XV. 
Part II. Chap. II. § XVI. note ['7], ,lld given th<:re fame 
:lceount of Its nature and delign. 'Ill!, important ediCt: IS puh
hlbed at Jarr:e in the eighth volume of the LOllc.La H ~ R D U 1 r-. I, 

p. 194Q. as~~s the Concofl(atf, that \\ IS lublhtutcd in its pLtce, 
10 the ninth volume of the !.lme work, p. 1867' and in LE I Il

N'T7, his Itfal1ltjf.1 Coltczs DIplomat palt I. p. IS8. partlI. 
p. 358.-The hlHory of thele two ple~ell' glVf'n In an ample 
lnd accurate manner by bllhop BUR l\ E T, in hl~ H1jtor, ?f tbe 
Rej'olfl1attM, vol. iii. p. ~.-See <!Iro, on the fame fubjcCi, 
.)E BOULAY, HljloJta Academ. P"'if. tom. vi. p. 61-109. 
])u CLOS, Htjiotre de Loms XI.-lI jfoJlc dlt DrM Ecclljiajlttpa 
J'ranf"tS, tom. I. Dl{f. IX. p. 415 .-2IIel1lztana, tom. 111 p. 28). 

IJ' (b) Tht- king went in perron to the parliament to oifer 
toe COl1Lordate to be regill:cred, and lettcl, patent were made 
out requiring all the Judges and courts of julhce to ohferve 
this Ad, and fee it executed. The parliament, ,lfter delibe. 
rating a month UpOA this Important matter, concluded not to 
regllier the Goncoldatc, but to obferve frill the Pragmatic, un
lef~ the flr.mer ediCl: was rece;ved '1nd ellablilbed in as great an 
aiIembly as that was. which publilbd the latter in the reigl\ of 
CHAII.LI?S VII. !\nd when by VIOlence and force they were 
o.bliged to pubhth the COl/cordalc, they joined to this public;a
tlon a {oiemn protell:. and an appeal from the pope to the next 
general council, into hath wh1ch meafures the univerfity and 
the clergy e.rlLer~J WIth t.le greatefr alacrity and :ileal. But 
royal and papal dei,Potifm .. t itongth prevailed. 
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VIII. The raging thirft of dominion that con
fumed thefe pontlfs, llnd their arrogant endeavours 
to crufh and o:pprefs all that came within the 
reach of their power, were accompanied with the 
moft infatiable avarice. All the provinces of 
Europe were, in a manner, drained to enrich thefe 
ghoftly tyrants, who were perpetually gaping 

The chancellor PiP It AT, who was pnncipally concerned 
in prom:>ting the Concordate, ha& been gener.\!ly regarded as an 
enemy to the liberties of the Gallican church. The ll1uilrioU'i 
and learned preftdent HA I N A U L T has not, however, hcfitated 
to defend hi~ memorv againft thi, accufatlc 1, and to juftify the 
COllcordate as an equitable contract, ahd as a mraflll e attended 
\l-lth lefs inconveniellcil.~ than the Ptagmatte Santlzon. He 
()f,frneo, that by t Ie kIng'" being inl'cJkd, by t'lt' Crmcordatt, 
with tne pllvllege (,f llOD1matmg to the bdllOpncs and vacant 
hellences of the firil: cJaf:. many corrup~ions and abufes were 
prrvenlcd, WlllCh arofe from the fimomacal pracbct's that pre
val/ed almoll: c',ery wllere whIle, according to the Pr4g!Jl#lt:c 
San[iton, eVi ry church Cadre ill b'f'nop, and c\'ery monaftery 
its abbot. He ohfl n es more(!\ (I, that thi5 nomination was 
the natural nght of thL crown, ;t, the moil coniider?ble part 
of the great bendiccs had beLn created by the kings of FraJ1C1!; 
and he infifis partlCLJarl) on this confideration, that the right~ 
",hlCh ChnO:ian communities have to chufc theu leaders, cannot 
bB excrclffd by fue 1 large bodies without much confufion and 
many mconvcnienClcs; and that the fllbjLCtI, by entrufting 
theIr fovcreign "!th the go\ernment of the jfate, inveft him 
Ipfo faita with an authnnty ovrr the church, wlll(.h 15 a pari of 
the ,fiate, and its noblefl: branch. See H A I N A U LT, -dorege 
Chrono/Qglqu.e de l' Hzftoll e de France, 10 the Pm I.cular Remark. 
that are j'laced ,n the end of the reign of LEW I S Xl V. 

The mon fpecious objection that was made to the Concordat, 
was this: that, 10 return for the nomination to the vacant 
benefices, the king granted t<.. the popes the anl/ates, or jitjf 
frmts, which had /0 long been complained of as an intolerable 
grievance. There i9-, however, no mention nf this equivalent 
in ths.. Concordale. And it was by a papal btl!! that fucceeded 
this compaCt. that the pontifs claimed the payment of the firft 
frUIts, of which they had put themfelves in poffeffion in the 
year 1316, and which had been fufpended by the Pragmatic 
Sanfllon. See the HYlolre d,. DrOIt Eccl'.ft.llJllfue Frlilllfoll. As 
this fubilitution of the Cqll~ordate, in the place of the P"Ag~ 
'flatu SalltlrfJ1l, wab a moft important tr.mfaaion, and had a 
very great influence upon the minds of the Englith. the tran~ 
f.ator judged it neeeJfary to give here fome account of that 
ma.tter. 

after 
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after new acceffions of wealth, in order to auO". C E N T. 

ment the num?e: of their fn~nds and the ftabil;; s ~~ v;.: J. 

of their dOmlntOn. And lOdeed, according to 
the notions commonly entertained, the rulers of 
the ChUl ch feemed to have a fair enough pretext, 
from the nature _,of theIr ch;1ratter, to demand a 
fort of tl ibtlte fr~m their flock; for none can 
deny (0 the fuprerne governors of any (bte (lnd 
fuch was the charaCter, affurned by the popes) the 
pri vilege of levying trtbute from thofe over whom 
they bear rule. Bot lS tbe name of ti ioule was 
every way proper (0 alarm the je"loufy and excite 
the indign:1.tion of the CIvil D1Jgilh.ltc, the pOllors 
were too ctlnning co employ it, and had recourle 
to yariOll~ ftratagerns and contriv,lOces tn rob the 
(ubject without ihocking the iovereign, and to 
levy t,tXes under the fpecious mJil<. ,md pretext of 
religion. Among thefe contrivances, the chflrl-
bUrIon of indulgences, wbich enabled the wealthy 
to pUfchafe impunity for their crimes by cerralll 
fUITI!> applied to religious ufes, held an eminent 
rank. This trJ.ffic of zndlllge'lces was conftanrly 
renewed whenever the coffers of tbe church were 
exhaufted. On thefe occailons, tht'y were re
commended warmly to the IgnOl ant multi rude 
under fome new, fpecious, yet fallJclous pretexr~ 
:u:G \\jere greedily iought after, to the great de-
trIment both of indiViduals and of the commu-
nitv. 

ix. N otwithfl:anding the veneration and homage The !'"pe', 

that were almoft every whele paid to the Roman ~ulfdb<>"tty 
~ lie ,ft trior 

pOntlfs, they were far from being uni verf,tlly re- to tbat of. 

puted infalhble in their decillom, or unlimited in COUIlClt. 

t~eir authority. The w60 r part of the German, 
French, Fiemifb, ami bllClfh nations, confidered 
!fH"m as liable to error, and b,)LlnUed by law. 
The councils of ("oliftanft' and Bojil had contributed 

extremely to reCl;jfy the notions of the people in 
that refpeCl:; and from ~hat period all Chnftians, 

5 . except 
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Nor coukl me o.fe be; otherwife as matters were now C E • T. 
conftituted; (Ot~ as aU the offices and dignities of s 31 ~ f 
the church were become 1JenaJ every where, the - __ _ 
way of preferment was inacceffible to merit, and the 
wicked and licentious were rendered capable of rif-
ing to the higheft ecclefiaftical honours. 

XI. The prodigious fwarm~ of monk'! that over- The IbM" 

fpread Europe were univerfally confidered as cum- ~~ce o:~· 
berers of the ground, and occafioned murmurs and 
complaints every where. And, neverthe1efs, fuch 
was the genius of the age, of an age that wac; but 
juft emerging from the thickeft gloom of igno ..... 
rance, and was fufpended, as it were, in a dubious 
fituation between darknefs and light, that thefe 
monaftic drones would have remamed undifturbed, 
had they taken the leaft pains to preferve any 
remains even of the exterQal air of decency and 
religIOn, that ufed to dlftlOguifh them in former 
times. But thp Benedictine and the other monkffh 
fraternities, who were im'efted with the privilege 
of poffeffing certain lands and revenues, broke 
through all reftraint, made the worft poffible 
uft: of trelr opulence, and, forgetful of the gravity 
of theIr charaCtel' and of the laws of their or-
der, rufhed headlong into the 1halnelefs prac-
tice of vice in all its various kinds and degrees. 
On the other hand, the Mendicant orders, and 
efpecially chofe who followed the rule of St. 
DOMINICK and St. FRANCIS, though they were 
not carried away with the torrent of licentioufnefs 
that was overwhelming the church, yet they 
loit their credit in a different way; for their 
ruftie impudence, their ridlculous fuperfi:itions, 
their ignorance, cruelty, and brutifh manners, 
alienated from them the minds of the people, 
and diminifbed their reputation from day to day. 
They had the moft barbarous averfion to the arts 
and fdepces, and exprelfed a like abhorrence of 
certain eminent and learned men) who endea.-

VOL. IV. C voured 



C B M T. vouted to open the paths of fcience to the purfuit5 
S,'r.XI;l;;: I .• of the ftudious youth, recommended the culture of 
" the mind, and attacked the barbarifm of the age in 

their writings and In their difcourfe. ThIs is fuf
ficiently evident from what happened to REl1-
CLINUS, ERASMUS, and other learned men. 

'the Domi. XII. Among all the monaftic order')) none en
Ai,u.. joyed a higher degree of power and authority than 

the Dommican fi·jars, whofe credit was great, and 
their influence univerfal. This will not appear 
at all furprifing, when we confider that they filled 
very eminent itations in the church, prefided 
every where over the terrible tribunal of the in
lJuijition, and had the care of fouls, with the func
tlon of confejJors, in all the courts of Euro;/Jc; a 
circumftance this, which, in thefe times of igno
panee and fuperftition, manifeftly tended to put 
the moll: of the European princes in their power. 
But, notwithftanding all this credit and author:ty, 
the Dominicans had their enemies; and about this 
time" their influence began to decline. Nay, {c
veral marks of perfidy, that appeared in the mea
fures they employed to extend their authority, 
expofed them juftly to the public indignation. 
Nothing more infamous than the frauds they 
practifed to accompliih their purpofes, as may be 
feen, among other examples, by the tragedy they 
a.tled at Benz, in the year 1509 [k]. They were 

perpetually 

o::::f' [,oJ This moll. Impious fraud i~ recorded at length by 
R" C H A r, at the end of the fixth volume of his Hzjiotre dl ill. 
'Rifcl'nJa';mf '" Sullt; and alfo by HOTT I N G E R, in his IIzjior. 
1;,.1£/. Ht/vet. tom. i. p. 334. There is alfo a COll.lpendlous, 
but Uillinlt. narration of this infernal ftratagem, in Biiliop 
HIl R N £1", £Tr/Wc!. through Fmlla, J/aiy, Germany, and Swit
%ftla7llJ, p. 1 J. The ftratagem in qlleftion was the confequenee 
of a riValflllp between the Franciftans and Dominicans. and 
more efpecially of their controverfy concerning the /1I(J1tat1l1ate 

Conceptton of the Virgin MAR. Y. The firm" maintained, that 
The was bom without the bl!miili of Orzginal Bin; the fatter 
alferted the contrary. The dofuine of the francifcan$, in IJI 

ago 
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perpetually etnpk>yed in ftigmatifing, with the 
opprobrious mark of Herr!fy, numbers of learned 

and 

age of dllrknefs and (uperftition, could not but be popular; 
and hence the Dominicans loft ground from day to day. To 
fupport the credit of their Ordt:r, they refoIved. at a chapter 
held at rzm/fin in the year 1504, to have recourfe to fitHtlous 
vifions and tlreams, in which the people at that time had an 
eafy faith; and they determined to make Eml the fcene of 
their operations. A perf on namc:d JETZI!R., who was ex~ 
tremely £ImpIe. and much inclined to aufterities. and who 
had taken their habit, as a lay-brother, was chofen as the in
ftrumcnt of the delu£Iotis they Were contriving. One of the 
four Dominicans. who had ulldertaken the management of 
this plot, conveyed himfclf fecretly into ]£TZllR.'S cell, al,ld 
abqut midnight appeared to him in a horrid ligure, fmrounded 
with howling dogs, and feeming to blow fire from hi. noftrils, 
by the means of a box of combulbbles which he held near his 
mouth. In this frightful form he approached 1 ET Z ER. 's bed, 
told him that he was the ghoft of a Dominican, \\ ho had been 
killed at Pam, as a judgment of Heaven for laying afidc his 
monaftic habit; that he was condemned to purgatory for this 
crime; adding, at the fame time, that, by his means, he 
mi&ht be refcued from his mifery, which was beyond expreffion. 
Thls £lory. accompanied with horrible cries and howlings. 
frighted poor JI!TZER out of the little wits he had, and en
gaged hiru 10 promife to do all that was in his power to deliver 
the Dominican from hiS torment. Upon this, the impollor 

_ told him, that nothing but the moll extra.or-;!inary mortifica
tions, fuch as the DIjczpime of the Whip pel forrned during 
eight day~ by the whole monallery, and JFTZi!I\.'S lying 
proftrate in the form of one crucified in the chapel during 
mars, could contnbute to his deliverance. He added, that 
the pt:rformance of thefe mortifications would draw down upon 
JET Z til the peculiar proteCtion of the Blelfed Virgin; and 
c.oncluded by faying. that he would appear to him again, ac
companied with two other fpirits. Morning was no fooner 
corne, than JETZI!& gave an account of this apparltlOll to the 
reft of the convent, who all unaniJllQully ad\"ifed him to un
dergo the difcipline that wa~ enjoined him; and everyone 
confented to bear his filare of the talk impofed. The deluded· 
fimpl~ton obeyed, and was admin.d as a faint by the mul
titudes that crowded about tbe convent, ,while the fOUl friars 
that managed the impoftllre magnified, in the moft pompous 
manner, the miracle of this appannon, in their famons and 
in their dir~urfe. The night after, the apparition IUS re
newed with the a<!dition of two impoftors. drelfed like devils. 
and J iT:/I1It '$ faith waf augmented by hearing from the fl'e~ 
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all the fecrets of his life and thoughts, which the impoftor~ had 
.learned from his confefi"or. In this and fome fubfequent {cenes 
(the detail of whofe enormities, for the fake of brevity, we 
thall here omit), the impoftor talked much to JETZER of the 
Dominican order. which h.e faid was peculiarly dear to the 
Blelfed Virgin; he added, that the Virgin knew herfelf to be 
conceived in Original Sm; that the d{)ctors who taught the con
trary were in purgatory; that the B1elfed Virgin abhorred the 
J<'rancifcans for making her equal with her fon; and that the 
town of Bern would be deftroyed for harbouring fuch plagues 
within her walls. In one of thefe apparitiol1s. JETZlR ima
gim,d that the voice of the fpeche refemllled that of the prior 
of the convent, and he was not miftaken; but, not fufpecting a 
fraud. he gave little attention to this. The prior appeared in 
various forms, fometimes in that of St. B A. R BAR A, at others in 
that of St. BE RNA R D; at length he alfumed that of the Virgin 
MAR Y, and, for chac purpo{e, clothed him{elf in tJ1e habits 
that were employed to adorn the Hatue of the Virgi'l in the 
great feHivah; the little images, that on thefe days are f(t on 
the altars, were made ufe of for angels, which, being ti~d to a . 
cord that paJrcd through a pulley 0\ er ]E TZE R 's heac!. rofe 
up and down, and danced abol1t the pretended Virgin t') in
ereafe the delufion. The Virgin, thus equipped, addrclfcd a 
long difcourfe to JETHR, in which, among other things, fue 
toid him, that !he \'lias conceived in orzglnal Sm, though (he 
'had remained but a 1110rt time under that blemi!h. She gav.: 
him, as a miraculou; proof of her prefence, a /}(rjI, or confe
<:rated wafer, which turned from white to led in a moment; 
and after various vifits, in which the greatc!l: enormities' were 
tr~,nfaaed, the Yirgzn-przor told J II f Z ~ R. that !he would give 
him the moil affecting aud undoubted marks of her fon's love, 
by imprinting on him the jove wounds that pierced J B 5 U 5 on 
the crof" a, fbe had done before to St. LU,;IA and St. CA

TJiJlRJNli. Acconjjngly, fbe tODk 1)js hand by force, and 
{truck a large nail through it, v.hich threw the poor dupe into 
the greateJl torment. The next night this maf".:line virgin 
brought, as he pretended, fome of the Hne!', in which Chrift 
had .been buried, to foften the wound. :tnd gave JETZER a 
kJporiJic draught. which had in it the blood of an unbaptized 
c:hild, fome grain; of incenfe and of confec~ated falt, fome quick
Jilver, the hairs of the eye-bro\'lis of a child, all which, with 
fame ftupifyin~ an~ poifon~us ingredi:nt~> were mingled toge
ther by the pnor With magiC ceremOOles, and a folemn dtdica
rion of himfelf to the devil in hope of his fuccour. This 
drau&ht threw the poor wretch into a fort of lethargy. during 

which 
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lions, and in laying the moft iniquitous [nares and C E NT. 

ftratagems for the deftrutl:ion of their adverf<l- s & ~~: I. 
nes. " 

""hich the monks imprmted on his body the other foPT wounds 
of Chnfr in fuch a manner that he felt no pain. When he 
awakened, he found. to his unfpeakable joy. thefe imprefiions 
on his body, and came at laft to fancy himfe1f a reprefent
atlve of Chrill: in the various ram of his raffion. He was, 
in this Hate, expofed to the admiring multitude on the prin
cipal altar of the convent, to the great mortification of the 
Flmmfian.r. The DOIIl1IllCfmf gave him fome other draughts, 
that threw him into cO!1vulfioll~, which were followed bv a 
voice conveyed through a pipe into the mouths of two im:lge~. 
one of MAR y and another of t\,(, child J L W S; ~he former 01 

which had te<1rs painted upon itl cherks in a lively manner. 
The little J eS u s alked hil motncl, by mf':ms of this voice 
(which was that of the prim's). \\hy fh~ w~Pt? and fhe 
anfwercd. that her tealS were owing to the IInplOus manner In 

\\hich the Francifcans attributed to hcr the honour that was 
due to hm, ill f.lying th:!.t !he was conceived and born wlthom 
fin. 

The apparitions. f11fe pI odig}e~. and abominable frratagenn. 
of there Dominic.tns. were rept'ated every night; and the matt!'1 
war. at length 10 grofsly over-acted, that, fimple as JETZEIl 

was, he at laft difcover('d It, and had ahnoft killed the pnor, 
who appeared to him one night in the form of the Virp,m 
with a crown 011 her head. The Dommicans fearing. by tilts 
dlfcovery, to lore the fruits of their impofture, thought the bell 
method would be to oVvn the whole matter Lo J E rZl! R. and to 
engage him, by the mofi {.:ducing promifes of opulence and 
glory, :0 carryon the cheat. JET ZE R was perfuaded, or at 
leaft appeared to be fo. But the Domini.ani, fufpefling that 
h~ was not en til-ely gained O\'er, refolved to pouon him; hut 
hl~ conftitution was fo vigorous, that. though th~y gave him 
pOlfon five feveral times, he was not dellroyed by It. One day 
they fent him a loaf prepared with fome fplce~, which, growing 
green in a day or two, he threw a piece of it to a wolf's whelps 
that were in the monaftery. and it killed them immediately. 
At another time they poifoned the hojl. or confecrated wafer. 
but, as he vomited it up {uon after he fwallowed it, he efcaped 
on~e more. In !hort. there wt.~e no means of fecurin~ him. 
whlch the molt de-teRable impiety i<'ld bArbarity could Invent, 
that they did not put in practice. till. finding at laft an op
portunity of getting out of the convent, he threw himfelf into 
the h~ds of the- magiflrates, to whom he made a full difcovery 
of th~$ i~fernal plot. The affair being br?ught to Romt, 
c:ommllfanes were fent from thence to examme the matter; 
and the wltole cheat be.ng fully pro\ ed, the four friars were 

(,,; 3 fQlemnly 



''C i: N"T. 
XVI. • ,1: T. I. 

ii 

'The ftate of 
learnioll. 
and of the 
public 
itboola. 

he HISrOllV 'f tbl RltFOP.MATION'. 

ries V]. And they were the principal counfel\.o(!', 
by whofe mftigation and advice Leo X. was deter • 
mined to that mofi:' rafh and iwprudent meafure, 
even the public condemnation of LUTHER. 

XIII. The prtncipal places in the public fehools 
pf learning were filled very frequently by monks 
of the Mendicant orders. This t\n;lappy cireuql
france prevented their emerging fr:)m that igno
rance and darknefs, which had fo long enveloped 
them; and it alfo rendered them inacceffible to 
that aufpicious light of improved fcience, whofe 
f.1lutary beams had already been felt in feveral of 
the European provinces. The initructors of youth, 
dignified with the venerable titles of Artijls, Gram
marians, Ph)jicial1s, and Dialel]icians, loaded the 
memories of their labcrio\.!s pupils with q cerrain 
fluantity of barbarous terms, arid and 1~~nfdefs 
diftinaions) and fcholaftic precepts delivered in 
the moft inelegant ftyle; and all fuch as '.:ould 
repeat this jargon with a certain readinefs and rapi
dity, were confidered as men of uncommon -:10-
£,]uence and eruditIon. 1 he whole body of th~ 
philofophers extolled ARISTOTLE beyond all 
meafure; while fcarcely any ftudied him, and 
none underftood him. For what was now exhi
bited, as the rhilofophy of that fdmous Grecian 

folemnly dezraded from their priefthood, and were b,nnt alil'e 
on the laft day of May, 1509 Jt.rz~R dlcdfome time after 
at Conjlan(t. having poifontd himfelf, as was bdi",ved hv forne. 
Had his life been taken away before he had fo~nd an opportu
nity of making the dl(covery already mentioned, this execra
ble and horrid plot, \\<hlCh, in man) of Its circumltances was 
~onduaed v.lth art, would have been handed dm,n to pofterity 
as, a ftupendous miracle. This is a veq brief account of the 
matter; fuch as aTe defirous of a more circurnfl:antial rehtion 
of thi, f.lrnou5 irnpoil:ure. may COTlfult the authors mentioned 
in the begirming of thIS note. 

[I] See BI LIlI. PI R K HEX M ER I Ejijlda ad Haddatunn PM/if. 
Maxtm. d/! DOM/mealiorum Jlaglf1l!, in 0Fp. ejn~, p. 37Z. This 
letter is alfo to be found in G £ R DES II Intlod. ad H';/iw. RfnlJ
'1/.;11 E'1Iangc~l, tom. i. p. 170. Append. 

fage" 
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fage, was r-eally nothing more than a confufeci C! ",'t:' 
and motley heap of obfcure notions, fentences, ~ XVI. I 

and divilions) which even the public doC1:ors and • c If. ~ 
heads of fchools were unable to comprehend. 
And if, among thefe thorns of fcholaftic wifdom, 
there was any thing that had the appearance of 
fruit, it was crulhed and blafted by the furious 
wranglings and difputes of the Scot;;ts and 'Ibomijis, 
the RealiJls and NominaliJls, whofe clamours and 
contentions were unhappily heard in all the Euro. 
pean academies. 

XIV. The wretched and fenfdefs manner of The II ate or 

teaching theology in this century, may be learned Iheol,~y. 
from many books yet extant, which were wrote 
by the divines it produced) and which, in reality, 
have no other merit than their enormous bulk. 
The expofitors of the holy fcriptures were very 
few in number, during this century; and there 
were fcarcely any of the Chriftian doCtors that 
had a critical knowledge of the facred oracles. 
This kind of knowledge was fo rare, that, when 
LUTHER arofe, there could not be found, even in 
the unive. fity ()f Pflris, which was confidered as 
the firft and moft famous of all the public fchools 
of learning, a fingle perfon quahfied to difpute 
with him, or oppofe his doCtrine, upon a fcrip-
ture foundation. Any commentators, that were 
.at this time to be fQund, were fuch, as, laying 
afide all attention to the true meaning and force 
of the words of fcripture, which their proround 
ignorance of the original languages and of the 
rules of criticifrn rendered them incapable of in
veftigating, gave a loo[e to their vain and irregular 
fancies, in the purfuit of myfterious fignifications. 
The greateft part of the puUic teachers belonged 
to thefe c1aff'e5 of divines, which we have formerly 
mentioned under the titles of Pojitivi and Senten-
tiarii, who were extremely fond, the former 6f 
loading their accounts, both of the truths and pre~ 

C + cept~ 
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C E NT. cepts of religion, with multiplied quotations and 
XVI. authorides from the writings of the ancient s, C T. I. 

• doCtors; the latter of explaimng the dothines of 
the go(pel by [he rules of a fubtile and intricate 

The liberty 
., debating 
n) glOUS 

IUI>Jttl •• 

philofophy. 
XV. It muil: at the fame time be obferved, 

\bat t'ne u:!'v)TiU eli. tb:j'!> t:tTi'L"ul"j U~)putro ·w~ ... h 1.. 

good deal of freedom upon religious fubjeCts, 
and even upon thofe that were looked upon as 
moft etfential to falvation. There were feveral 
points of dothine, which had not been as yet fixed 
and de,ermined by the authority of the church; 
nor did the pontifs, without fome very urgent 
reafon, refbain the right of private judgment, or 
force the confciences of men, except in thofe 
cafes where dothines were adopted that feemed 
detrimental to the fupremacy of th~ apofrolic fee, 
or to the temporal inte~efts of the facerdotal and 
monaftic orders. Hence it is) that we could 
mention many Chri£l.ian doCl:ors before LUTHER, 

who inculcated not only with impunity, but even 
\\ Ith applaufe, the very fame tenets thal d[lel

wards orew upon him fuch heavy accufations and 
luch bitter reproaches. And it is beyond all 
doubt, that this great reformer might have pro
pagated thefe opmions without any danger of 
moleibtion, had he not pointed his warm re
monftrances againft the opulence of Rome, the 
overgrown fortunes of the bifhops, the majefty 
of the pontifs, and the towering ambition of the 
pominicans, 

,. \le ~.ture XVI. The public worfhip of the Deity was now 
(II IChglOUS I d f 
,""odillp as no more t lao a pompous roun 0 external cere ... 
~t Was eele- monies, the greatt'ft part of which were infigni-
,.r.,.J.r. d r. fc I r. 
I.us tlm~. ficant an len e eJs) and much more adapted to 

dazzle the eyes than to touch the heart. The 
number of thote, who were at all qualified to 
adminifter public inftruCl:ion to the people, was 
not v~ry ,onfiderable i and their difcourfes, whicu 

contamed 
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contained little elfe than fiCtitious reports of mi- C E NT. 

rades and prodigies, infipid fables, wretched s z~v.:: t. 
quiLbles. and illiterate jargon, deceived the mul- --
titude inftead of inftructing them. Several of 
thefe fermons are yet extant, which it is impoffible 
to read without the higheft illJlgnarion and con-
tempt. Thofe who, on account of their gravity 
of manners, or their fuppofed fuperiority in point 
of wifdom and knowledge, held the moft diftin-
guifhed rank among thefe vain declaimers, had a 
common-place fet of fubjeEts allotted to them, 
on which they were conftantly exercifing the force 
of their lungs and the pow<:r of their eloquence. 
Thefe fubjeCts were, the authority of the holy 
mother church, and the obligations of obedience 
to her decifions; the virtues and merits of the 
faints, and their credit in the court of heaven j the 
dignity, glory, and love of the Blefied Virgin; 
the efficacy of relicks j the duty of adorning 
churches, and endowing monlfteries; the ne-
ceffity of good works (as that phrafe was then 
underftood) to falvation j the intolerable burnings 
of purgatury, and the utility of indulgences. Such 
were the fubjects ·that employt>d the zeal and la-
bours of the moft eminent doCtors ot this c~ntury ; 
and they were, indeed, the only fubjeCts that 
('auld tend to fill the coffers of the good old mother 
(burch, and advance her temporal interefts. A 
miniftry, who would have taken it into their 
heads to incukate the doCtrines and precepts of 
the gofpel, to exhlbit the example of its divine au-
thor, and the efficacy of his mediation, as the moft 
powerful motives to righteoufnefs and virtue, and 
to reprefent the love of God and mankind as the 
great duties of the Chriftian life, fuch a miniftry 
would have been very unprofitable fervants to the 
church and to the papacy, however they might 
have promoted the c"ure of virtue and the falvation 
Qf fouls. 

s XVII. The 
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C E NT. XVII. 1 he fiate of things, that we have been 
St :~~. I. now defcribing. exhibits to our view the true 

caufes of that incredible ignorance in religious 
The cord- matters, which reigned umverfally in all cotln-
'¥P an 
mlCe,.abte tries, and among all ranks and orders of men; 
:~~d~~"~~eof an ignorance accompanied with the vileft forms of 
'n ,<ncro\. fupellbtlon, and the greatefr cor,-uption o\" man-

A rdorma
tion in the 
"hurch .r
de Illy de. 
f"ld. 

ners. The clergy, who prefided over the rites 
and cerelnonies of the church, were far from 
ihewing the leaft difpofition to enl;ghten the ig
norance or to check the fupcrihtion of the times; 
nay, inftead of oppofing, they rather nouriihed 
and promoted them, as conducive to their fafety, 
and favourable to their interefts. N or was there 
more zeal !hewn in fremming the torrent of im
morality and licentioufnef~, than in difpeUing the 
clouds of fllperftition and ignorance. For the pru
dence of the church had eafilv forefeen, that the 
traHic of indulgences could not but fLlffer from a 
diminution of the crimes and vices of mankind; 
and that, in proportion as virtue gained an afcen
dant upon the manners of the multitude, the plO

fits arifing fiom expiations, Jatisfatiions, and fuch 
like ecclefiaftical contrivances, muil: neceffat ilv 
decreafe. • 

X V II 1. Such then was the difmal condition of 
the church. I ts corruption was complete, and 
tbe abufrs that it permitted were gone to the 
gl eateft height of e1;lOrmity. But in proportion 
to the greatnefs of this con uption was the ardor 
and impatience with which all. wLo were en
dowed with any tolerable portion of folid learning. 
genuine pidy, or even good fenfe, de fired to fee 
the church reformed and purged from thefe ihock
jng abufes. And the numbt>r of thofe who were af
fected in this manner wa< very confiderable in all 
pares of the wefrern WOl Id. The greateft part of 
them, indeea, were, perhaps, over-moderate in 
their demands. Thq did not extend their views 

fQ 
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fo far as a change in the fon.1 of ecclefiaftical C l! N T. 

government, a fuppreffion of thofe dottrines, s XVI. t 

which, however abfllrd, had acquired a high de- ~..:.....:. 
gree of credit by their antisuiry, nor even to the 
abrogation of thofe rightc; and ceremonies, which 
had been multiplied in fuch all extravagant man-
ner, to the great detriment of true rlhgion and 
rational piety. All they aimed at was, to fet liwits 
to the overgrown power of the pontlf~, to reform 
the corrupt manners of the clergy, and to prevent 
the fi-auds that were too commonly practIfed by 
that order of men; to <iifpel the Ignorance and 
correct: the errors of the blInded multitude, and 
to delivt!r them from the heavy and unfupportable 
burthens that were impofed llpon them under re-
ligious pretexts. But as it was Impoi1lble to ob-
taIn allY of thefe faltltary purpores v.:tbout the 
fl.1ppreffion of various abftlrd and impious opiOlons, 
fiom whence the grievances compLuned of JPllll'lg, 
and, indeed, without a gerH'ral reformation of (he 
religion that was publIcly I'fofdfcd; u> was this 
rl'formatzoll fuppofed to be ardently, though mently, 
wIfhed 1;)j, by all thOle who publtcly demanded 
the reformation of Ihe churtb 1n lIS head and i11 IIi 
ml'lnlers. 

XI X. If any fparks of real piety fllbfifted under Th~ Myr. 

thi~ defpotie empire of fuperftition, they were only mI. 

tc, be found among the .'~1:ftics. For this feet, 
renouncing the fubtilty of the [chools, the vain 
content;ons of the learned, ",ith all the ac1:s and 
ceremonies of external ",'odhip, exhOl ted their 
followers to aim at nothing but internal fJ.nCtity 
of heart, and communion with God, the centre 
and [ouree of holinefs and perfeCtion. Hence the 
Myflics were loved and refpedf'd by many perfans, 
who had a [er,ous fenfe of religIOn, and v.ere of a 
tend~r and delrotional complexion. But as they 
were not entirely free from the re-igning fuperfti-
tions. but affociated many vulgar errors with their 

praCtical 



C E NT. 
XVI. 

S.cT.I. 

Thr dawn 
ofa reform 
atlon r1 fes 
nnexpelt. 
cdJ,. 

f'he HISTORY of the REFORMATION. 

practical precepu and directions; and as their ex
ceffive paffion for contemplation led them into 
many chimerical notlons, and fometimes into a 
degree of fanaticifm that approa::hed to madnefs; 
more effectual fuccours than theIrs were neceffary 
to combat the inveterate errors of the times, and 
to bring about the reformation that was expected 
with fuch impatience. 

C HAP, II. 

cthe Hiftory of the R(formation, from tts firfi begin
nings, to the CCJ1.feJlion given in at Augfburg. 

1. W H I L E tht Roman pontif {lumbered in 
fecunty at the head of the church, and 

faw nothing throughout the vaO: extent of hIS do
minion but tranqUlllity and fubmiffion; and whIle 
the worthy and pious profdfors of genuine Chnf
tiamty almoO: defpaired of feeing that reformation 
on which their mofl: ardent defires and expectatlons 
were bent; an obfcure and inconfiderable perfon 
arofe, on a rudden, in the year 1517, and laid the 
foundation of thi~ long-expected change, by op
pofing, with undaunted refolution, his fingle force 
to the torrent of papal ambition and defpotifm. 
ThIs extlaordmary man was MARTIN LUTHER, 

a native of Aijleben, in Sa'i:ony, a monk of the 
-AuguftlOian Eremites, who were one of the 

Mendicant orders, and, ar the fame time, pro
(error of dIVInity in the academy that had been 
erected at JFtttemberg, a few years before this 
period, by FREDERIC the 'Ftje. The papal chair 
wa'l, at this tIme, filled by Lw X.; MAXIMI

LIAN 1., a prince of the houfe of Aufiria, was 
king of the Romans, and emperor of Germany; 
,;md Fu;o::IUC, already mentioned) elector of Saxony. 

The 
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The bold efforts of this new adverfary of the pon- C E N T. 

tifs were honoured wi:h the applaufe~ ?f many, s a: ~~I: 1. 
but few or none entertatned hopes of their fuccef~. 
It feemed fcarce1y poffible that this puny DAVID 

could hurt a GOLIAH, whom fo many heroes had 
oppofed in vain. 

II. None of the qualities or taients that dif- Luther. 

tinguiflled LUTHER were of a common or ordinary 
kind. His gemus was truly great and unpa
ralleled; his memory vail and tenaciolls; his 
patience in fupporting trials, difficulties, and la-
bour, incredible; h\s magnanimity invincible, 
and independent on the VIr iffitucles of human 
affairs; and his learning mofr extenfive, confidering 
the age in which he lived. All thi.. will be 
acknowledged even by his enen:ies, at leaH: .b.y 
fuch of them l1S are not totally bhnded by a fpmt 
of partiality and factIOn. He was deeply verfed 
in the theolugy and philofophy that were 10 vogue 
in the fchools during this century, and he taught 
them both with the greateft reputation and fucce[s 
in the academy of Wittemberg. As a philofopher, 
he cmbr::.ced the dochine of the Nominaltfls, which. 
was the fyftem adopted hy his order; while, in 
divinity, he followed chiefly the fentiments of 
AUGU~TIN; but in both he preferred the decifions 
of Scripture and the dictates of right reafon before 
the authority and opi.ion~ of fallible men. It 
would be equally ra!h and abfurd to reprefent 
thlS great man as exempt from error and free 
from infirmities and defett:s; yet, if we except 
the contagious ~ffects of the age in which he 
lived, and ()f the religion in ".hleh 11e had been 
brought up, we !hall perhaps find but a few 
things in his character that render him liable to 
reproach ['In]. 

Ill. The 

[m] The writers who ha"e given any circumftantial account 
of LUTrIiR and hIS tranfaCbons are ac;curately cllu)lleratcd by 

10. ALa. 
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C E N T. Ill. The fi.rft opportunity that this great man had 
s r.~~I: I of unfolding to the view of a blinded and deluded 
--_. age, the truth, which had ftruck his aftonilhed 
JnduJ~.nre. fight, was offered by a Dominr::an, whore name 
p,eac"ed up 
by John WaS.JOHN TETZEL [n]. This bold and <:>nter-
Te'zel In prifing monk had been chofen, on account of his 
.5

'
7. 

unCOmmon jmpudence, by AL.BER T arrhbiiliop 
of Me11tz and Magdeburg, to preach and proclaim, 
in German)', thofe famous Uldulg~~ces of LEO X.,. 
which adminiftered the remiffion of all fim, paft, 
pre/tnt, and to come, however enormous their 
n.lture, to thofe who were rich enough to pur
chafe them. The frontIefs monk executed this 
iniq1litolls commifIion not only with ll1atchlef~ in
folence, indecency [0], and fraud, but even car
ried his impiety fo (;lr a~ to derogate flom the 
all- fu11icient power and influence of the merits of 
CI!Rr~r. At thi" LUTIHR, unable to fmother 
his juft indignation, raifed hi:> warning vOlce, and, 
in ninety- five propofitlODs, maintained publicly 
at Tf?tttemberg, on the 30th of September, in the 
year 15 17, cenfured rhe extravagant extOrrJnn of 
thefe qtlellors, and plainly pointed out the Roman 
pontif as 3. partaker of their guilt, finct' he- fuffered 
the people to be [educed, by fuch deluGon~, f1,om 

Jo. AL B. FA B RIC I U~, in his Centi.fol11l1n Lu/heloa.11Im; the firfi: 
P,{ft of willch wa, puolu'hed at f~",6u, g III the year 1728, and 
tae fCC;ond in 1730, III 8\0. • 

(n) The hlironans who ha"e partlcuJ.\r!:r mentioned TE T-

2'EL, and his odIOUS methods of deludmg the multItude, are 
enumeratf'd in the work quoted m the prec(dJng note, part l. 
p. 47' part 11. p. 530.-What I. [aId of thIS ~I\c deceiver by 
Ee H A R D and Q;f l:. T I F, in the ScrlPtores Ora';,. Predzcator. 
torn. ii. p. 40. dl/covers the blinde1l: Le~l ard the meanen par
tiality, 

C (0) Indefcribing the efli.cacy of there indulgences, TET-
2 B L Clud, among other enormi~ies, [hat even haJ atry one ra
-vifh" the mother of God, he (7 ET Z l:.L) bad wherf'Wzthal 10 ef
face hIS gUIlt. He alfo b021lted, that he had Javed more fouls 
fr01ll hpJ/ by fhife I N D U L G h Nell:,. thall St. r I! T I! R had ctmverua 
tfJ CbrfJIililmty D) hlJ frea.hmJ. 

placing 
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placing their principal confidence in CHRIS1', the 
only proper objeCt of their truft. This was the 
commencement and foundation of that memora
ble ~upture and revolution In the church, whIch 
humbled the grandeur of the lordly pantlfs) and 
ecllpfed fo great a part of theIr glory [P]. 

IV. This 

o::j [p] Dr. Mo~ H F r 1-1 has taken no notice of the calumnies 
invented and propagated by [orne hte autho!~, ln ()rcicr to 
make LUT HER'S 7ealous oppoilnon to the publIcatIOn of In
tfU/gC1lCes appear to be the cifed N [elfilh a' d Ignoble 01O,n es. 
It may not, therefore, be Improper Lu fet that I" '1 trul 11n-ht; 
not that the c:lu[e of the refornntlon (, .. hICh mull: fhnd I;: lt~ 
{)\'n mtnnfic dlgmt" and IS ln no \\ay.aiLc·d by the, ,\\5 or 
c!1ar<1tlers of us lllftrument,) can denve an) ltrclIg.h from tlll' 
inqUlry; but as It rna y tend to \ mdlcate tht> pertona1 ell;q <Itt, r 
()f a man, who has done lmlJ1crt lenlCC to t~c C1111~ at IL

I.tZIO:l. 
~Mr HUM E. in his H'.flory oft! e Reign orIfF .... R Y \ ffJ .. h1> 

thought proper to rep~at what the enemlC5 of the relOJ maUOll, 

and [orne of Its dubiou> <'Ir Ill-mformed fnendl, h~l\C dU

vanced, wIth refpetl to the mom es that engaged L U 1 Ii I It to 
oppo[e the dotlrme 01 mdu'O"ercc~ Thl~ <'leg tilt ard perfua
:five luftonan tells us, th<1t the .'Ltjlm .fllau btl t us 1 A L I \ bent 
nhp!Ot n{ lIZ ~.l\:ony to PIW<J, 1I/,J;:nCtr, a··d frem 11 I' tlltjl had 
aerv.ed both pll'.fit anti .c'/lllrallG I; th,lt AI- l! II BOI lJ 1 gacz,t 
thlJ odupatlOn to the Dum ",,171, ", that l\i1 \ I' -;' I 1\ L L [H hit, 

an Au/lmjrttlr. plifcffir 111 tie UIl.'Vfrj't} cj Wlttel',;::e'r;. It ~-
5E"fIJ\C THE. AF~RorT pur UPON HI>O.tDEIt,tt'Ptllltil 

plta,h agamfl the abl/fes tbat '7.fJfle committed m tblJal,' 0/ ~IIJltl 
gCILCI , and, Imng plo'Vokcd by cfipo/.tzon, pre(c.l,./ c'tC/l 10 dm y 
JJ1dll~'enccs themJd'VCf t. it were w be \\tlhed, til It M r, II L ME' ~ 
candf'ur had engaged him to eX<1mme thIS accuf<1tlOn better, 
blfon' he had ventured to repeat It ./;<or, In the Jir:J! Nace, It 
is not true, that the A tjl " .fr aI'S had been v ~ U A I L Y ~mpl"yJ 
111 Saxony to preach III Ill/gerces. ]t IS "cll known, that the 
commlffion had been oiit red .tlternately, 11ld [ometlme. J0Intly. 
to all the Mendicants, whether .1Itjln· frltlrs, Domll,z<l:ms, 
F1t<llcifca1ZS, or Carmtiltes N"", from the year J z29, that 
i'Jcrative commlffion was prlnclpallv I: .. tru!led with the D.1M.-
1IIeR1I1 t; and, in the records winch rda.", to indlllgencc5, we 

• H"",,,'s HlI.') of E-gland, lid" Ib, H,uJ .. fTlltkr, vol. i. p. 119. 
t Jd Ib, I' 110. 
t ic¢ W.USlCAl'oNI, il-tm.trabl!uIHjlfif'11t Sam, N T. p. Josr, fIJS. 
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might have been terminated with the utmoft faci- C E N T~ 
lity, had LEO X. been difpofed to follow the heal- s XVI. 

E C T. I. 

109 ----

the Dominicans in general; fince it was given to T£ T Z E L 
alone, an individual member o'r that Orel"r, \\ho h:td b'cn 
notorious for his proflIgacy, barbarity, aDd cAtort;on. 

But that neither refentment nor envy We re the motives that 
led L U THE R to oppofe the doCtrine and publication of inclul
~ences, will appear with the utmott c\ idcllcc, it \\e confidel, 
1n the thIrd place,-That he was never accufcd of any fuch 
rnotive~, either in the ediCts of the pont if. of his timl', or 
amidll the other reproaches of the contemporary wlitcrs, who 
defend~d th(! cau!e of Rome, .. od who were far from being (pal
ing of their inveCtives and calulJ1nies. All the contcJllyorary 
advcrfaries of L U THE Rare :lbfo!utel) f,lent on this head. Flom 
the year 151? to 15+6, when t~e difj1utC' 'lbout indulgcmes 
was carried on with the greatefl warmth and .. nilnofity, not 
one writer ever ventured to reproach L U T H ~ R ,\ ith tht'ii: igno
hIe moti\'es of oppolition now unel, r eonildcr:ttion. 1 fl"':·k 
not of E r.. AS 1\1 U" S L f I DAN, DE THO U, G U J (. (' I A It. n I" I, 
and others, whofe teillmon)" mip:ht ht' pnhaps {ufl't'l'l:ed of 
partiality in h:s favour; but 1 ilKak of CA IET"r., IloG
STRA1, DE PRIERIO, E~jq:R, ,md even the inf:tmous- JOHN 

TETZEL, whom LUTHr R oppofc:d \\lth {lleh vehemence and 
bitterne[,. Even Coc H I .If' us \\ ,1' file"t on thi~ head during 
the hf" of L U T H F R ; though, after the death of that gl eat re
fUln1(:r, he broached the caI.lrnny I am here refuting. But 
fuch was the fcanclaiou, dl'racter of tim man, who Ihl'i notO
rious for fraud, calumny, lying, and their (!frcr vice, ", that 
PALLAVICINI, BOS"--'~T, and other enemies of LtT'IHI:R, 
'''ere a!bamed to make ufe either of his name or tettirnony. 
Now, may it not be fairly prefumed, that the contt:mpOI:uies 
ofLuTKER \Hre better judges of his ehara,etcr. and t~e prin
ciples from which he aCted, than thofe \Vh') lived in after. time,? 
C m it be imagined, th?t motive; to aCtio'l, which efeaped the 
prying eyes of L tJ THE R 's contempOl:ll1 ies, !bould have difco
vered themfelves to us, who li\ eat (uch a di/tan( ,. of time from 
the fcene of aCtion, to M. BO'iSUET. to I\.r. HUME, and to 
other abettors of th:s ill.contrivtd and foolil'1 /tory. Either 
there are no rules of moral evidt'nce, or Mr. HUM I:. '5 a{f~rtion 
is entirely groundle{ •. 

I might add many other confidcrations to ilicw the unrea· 
fonablener~ of fuppoJing that Lu T Ii E, expofcd himfdf to the 
rage of the Roman pontif. to the perfecutions of an exafpe. 

• SLItJI>A)!. 
ZM1 .... 
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ing method which common prudenc:e muft have 
paturally pointed out on ruch an <'ccafion. For, 
after all, this was no more than a private difpute 
between two monks, concerning the extent 
of the pope's power with refpett to the remiffion 
of fin. LUTHER confeifed that the Roman pon
tif was clothed with the power of remitting the 
human pllnifuments infEcted upon tranfgreifors, 
i. e. the punifhments denounced by the church, 
and its vifible head the bif110p of Roml!; but he 
ftrentloufly denied that his power extended to the 
remiffion of the divine puntlhments allorted to of
fenders, either in this prefene, or In a future ftate; 
affirming, on the contrary, that thefe punilh
ments could only be removed by the merits of 
CHRIST, or by voluntal y afls uf mortification and 
penance undertaken and performed by the eranf
greifor. The dotlrine of TI12EL was, indeed, 
directly oppofite to the fentiments of LUTqn ; 

for this (enfelefs or defigning monk afferted, that 
all pllnifilments, prefent and future, human and 
divine, were fubmitted to the authority of thl" 

Roman pontif, and came withtn the reach of hi" 
abfolving power. This matter ha.d ofcen betn 
debated befol e the prefent perIod; but the pope') 
had always been prudent enough to leave It un· 
decided. Thefe debate", however, betng 1ome
times treated WIth negleCt:, and at other!> canted 
on without wifJom, the feeds of dlfcord gained 
imperceptibly new acceffions of ftrength and vi
gour, anJ trom [mall beginnings plOduced, ac 
length, revolutions and t. vent:, of the moft Ql0-

mentous nature. 

r~tI:d clergv, to the feverity of ruch a potent and defpotic 
prmce as LfiARL!:S V., to death n!clf, and that from aprin. 
ctp!~ of .t\'aril.~ :md amhition. BJt 1 b. c laId enough to fa
U5ty C\ ery l,.,mdHl mind. 

3 V. The 
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V. The fentiments Of'LUTHER were received C I N' or. 

with applaufe by the greatefl: part of. Germany, S I ~~I. r.: 
WhICh had long groaned under the avan<"e of the 
pomifs, and the ('xtortit>ns of their tax- gatherers, ;h .... lnr-

dhd d · 0 'ft h . I.,.~."f an a murmure gnevou y agam t e v.mow; 'Lurbef an. 

ftratagerns that were daily put in praCtice; with ~ertro~. 
the moft frontiers impudence, to flec:ce the rich. Clle 

and [0 grind the faces of the poor. But the vota-
ries of Rome were filled with horror, when they 
were informed of the opinions propagated by the 
Saxon reformer; more tfpecially the D01l1inicans, 
who looked upon their ()rder as infulted and at
tacked in tlte perron of Tn ZEL. The alarm of 
controverfy was therefore founJed, and TETZEL 
himfe1f appeared immediately in the field againft 
LUTHER, whole fentiments he pretended to refute 
in two academical dlfcollrfes, which he pro
nounced on occafion of his promotion to the de-
gree of dOabr in divinity. In the year follow-
ing (I5IH) two famous Dominicans, SYLVESTER 

bE PRIERIO and HOGSTRAT, the former a native 
of Italy, and the latter a r:erman, rofe up alfo 
againft the adventurous reformer, and attacked 
him at Cologn with the 'utmoft vehemence and 
ardour. Their example was foon followed by 
another formidable champion, named ECKIUS, a. 
telebrated profelfor of dIvinity at Ingoljladt, and 
one of the moft zealous fupporters of the Domi-
nican order, LUTHER ftood firm againft theft: 
tlOited adverfarirs, and was neither vanquiihtd 
by their arguments, nor daunted by their talents 
and reputation; but anfwered their objections 
and refuted their reafonings with the greateft 
firength of evidence, and a becoming Ipirit of 
refolution and perfeverance. At the fame cime, 
however) he addrefred himfdf by ktters" wrilten 
~n tJl~ molt fubmiffive and refpec1fitl terms, to 
the ~().man pontiC and to {everal of the bifhops~ 
lbeW1Dj them the uprightneft of hi. int~ntion~, as. 

D ~ well 
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C E " T. \teD' as the juftice of his caufe, and declaring his 
s .. ~~~. I • ...readinefs ::0 Ohange his fentiment!;, as foon as he 

f'hould fee them fairly proved to be erroneous. 
ACllnfe1>. VI. At firft, LEO X. beheld this controverfy 
COle i. hdG • h . d'tr d b b . , 
betwcfUlLu- Wit 1-(1 Illerence an contempt; ut, emg In-

!peraaliCa- formed by the emperor MAXIMILIAN I., not only 
~~;fo:rg. of it!> importance, but al[o of the f2.tal divifions it 

was likely to produce in Germany, he fummoned 
LUTHER to appear before him at RGme, and there 
to plead the caufe which he had undertaken to 
maintain. This papal fummons was fuperfeded 
by FREDERICK the Wife, eleCtor of Saxony, who 
pretended, that the cauie of LUTHER belonged to 
the jurifdiction of a German tribunal, and that it 
was to be decided by the ecclefiaftical laws of the 
empire. The pontif yielded to the remonftrances 
of, this prudent and magnanimous prince, and 
ordered LUT1-H.R to juft:ify his intentions and doc
trines before cardinal CA]ETAN, who was, at this 
time, legate at the diet of Augfourg. In this firft 
ftep the court of Rome gave a fpecimen of that te
meriry and imprudence with which all it!> negoci
ations, in this weighty affair, were afterwards 
conducted. For, inftead of reconciling, nothing 
could tend more to inflame matters than th-:! 
choice of CAjETAN, a Dominican, and, con[e
q'.lently, the declared enemy of LUTHER, and 
friend of TETZEL, as judge and arbitrator in this 
nice and perilous controverfy. 

The ilfue of VI I. LUTHER, however, repaired to Augjburg, 
this <on- in the month of October 1518, and conferred, at ferent,. 

three different meetings, with CAJETAN" him-
felf [q], concerning the points in deuate. But 
had he even been difpofed to yield to the court 
of Rome, this imperious legate was, of all others) 
the moft improper to encourage him in the exc-

[q] There is a large account of this cardinal given by 
QyETIF and ECHARD, Scrlptor. Oraill. Pr~dirlltQ1'. tom. ti. 
p: Ii' 

cutio"" 
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cution of fuch a purpofe. The high fpirit of C E N T,. 

LUTHER was not t~ .be tamed by the arrogant dic- S It ~~~. I. 

tates of mere authorIty; fuch, however, were the .. 
only method!> of perfualion employed by the 
haughty cardinal. He, in an overbearing tone, 
defired LUTHER to renounce his opinioRs, without' 
even attempting to prove them erroneous, and 
infifted, with importunity, on his conreHing 
humbly his fault, and fubmitting refpeCtfully to 
the judgment of the Roman pontif [rJ. The 
Saxon reformer could nut think of yielding to 
terms fo unreafonable in themfelv@s and fo defpo-
ticaJly propofed j, {Q that the conference's were 
al)folutely without effeCt. ~'or LUTlH.R, finding 
his adverfary and judge inaccefiible to I'Ll/on and 
argument, left Augjburg ,111 of a rudden, after 
having appealed from the prefent decifions of the 
pontif to thufe which he ihoulJ pronounce, when 
better informed; and, in thi~ fh:p, he fcemed yet 
to refpeet the dignity and auchority of the bifhop 
of Rome lsJ. But Ll.O X., on the other hand, 
let loofe the reins to ambition and defpotiIin, and 
carr!ed things to the utmrJlt extl emity; for, in the 
month of November, this ramI" year, he publiihed 
a fpecial edict} cM1I11anding his lrll'itu,d filbjects 

[r] The imperious and imprudc,t manner in \I< hich C A JET A N 

behaved towards L U T 1\ L R was highly ,1Itapproved of even at 
the court of Rome, as ap;,ear8, among other tcltimanies, from 
P A U La S ~ R P 1'5 HzJlory if the COlmol if 7,mt, book I. p.22. 

The conduct of CAJI!TAN is defended by b.CH,\RD, in hill 
ScriptaI'. Ord. Prt'£dicator. tom. ii. p. 15' but with little pru
dence, and Icfs argurr.cnt. The truth of the matter is, that 
the court of Rome, and its unthlllking fov('rcign, were not lefs 
culpable than C A JET A N in the whole of this tranfaCticn. Since 
they might eafily forefee, that a Dominican legate wa~ of aU 
others the moll unlikdy to treat L U THE R with modtration and 
iml'.lrtiality. and cO:1Ceq,ncntly the moff: :mpropcr to rl' .. nnril~ 
matters. 

[JJ See B. CHRl~,T. FHD. DO~N£R.I Dij(. deCollcqil1.8Lrr
tbm eUllt CfljCt41l0. Le1pf. 17%2, ill 4.to.- V A L. EM. N. L05-
CHER.l .Aci~ et D(J(um~Jtta R~iO/-mat. tom. ii. cap. xi. p. +35' 
opp. Luthm. tom. XXIV. p. +('9-

D 3 tQ 



t"he 'MISTOllY of the RUOllMA1'IOtl. 

C E " T. to acknowledge hi~ power o.f delivering from all thl 
Sr. XVI. I pttnifhmerlts due to fin and t,a'f!!grejJion of every 

c: T. • kind. As foon a') LUTHER receivc:d information of 
this inconfiderate and violent meafure, he per
ceived, plainly, that it would be impoffible for 
him to bting the court of Rome to any reafonable 
terms; he therefore repaiJ ed to Wit/emburg, and, 
on, the 28th of Novemher, appe'llcd £um the 
pontif tu a general councIl. 

Thf tran(. Y III. I n the mean time', the Roman pontif 
.lllOnI of became fenuble of the imprudence he had been 
M!ltll~. 

guilty of in entlUfting CAJLTAN with fuch a com-
.All tbe prn. 
jeeh rf reo 
concillc'U<n 
d.icOllctlted 
in 1519. 

mlmOn, and endeavoured to mend the mattt'r by 
employing a man of m',)re c.Hldour and impartia
lity, and better acquainted with buonef!" in order 
to fupptefs the rebellion of LUTHER, and to en
gage that I eformer to fubmiffion and obedience. 
'j hIS new legate was CHARLE~ MILT1TZ, a Saxon 
knight, 'Who belonged to the COUI t of Lw X., 
and ,~hofe I'iy char aCter expofed him le~ to the 
prejudice!> that ;\f lie fi am .t tpil it or party, th.m If 
he had been clothed 'W ith the fplendid purple, or 
the monafbc frock. He was alfo a perf on of great 
prudence, penetration, and dextenty, and every 
way qUJhfi, d for the execution of fuch a nice and 
critiCal cOlllmJiIion as this was. LEO, therefore, 
f::nt him into Saxony to prefent to FREDERICK the 
gnlden confecl ated role (which the pontifs are 
ufed to beftow, as a peculiar mark of diftinCtion, 
on thofe princes, for whom they have, or think 
proper to profefs, an uncommon friendihip and 
efteem), and to treat with LUTHER, not only 
about finiihing his controverfy with TITZEL, but 
a1fo concerning the methods of bringing about a 
teconciliatioo between him and the court of 
Rome. Nor, lndeed, were the negotiations of thi!j 
prudent minifter entirely unfucceMul j for, in his 
fuft conference with LUTHER, at Altmburg, in the 
year IS I 9, he carried matters fo far as to nerfuade 

~ - hil'l'4 



CHAP. II. nt HISTORY of I~I REfORMATION. .It. 
him to write a fubmiffive letter to LEo X., pramifing C E N T~ 
to obferve a profound filence upon the matters in s XVI. I 

debate, provided that the fame obligation 1hould • c: T~. • 

be impofed upon his adverfaries. This fame year, 
in the month ofOCl:ober, MILTITZ had a ft:cond 
conference with LUTHER in the caftle of Leiben. 
werd, and a third the year following, at Lichlm. 
berg [I]. Thefe meetings. which were recipro-
cally conduCted with moderation and decencY7 
gave great hopes of an approaching reconcilia-
tlon; nor were thefe hopes ill founded [u]. But 
the violent proceedings at the enemies of LUTHER, 

and the arrogant fplrit, as well as unaccountable 
imprudence, of the court of Rome, blafted thefe 
f.lir expeCtations, and kindled anew the flames of 
<hfoord. 
~ [w] IX. It was fufficient barely to mention The nature 

h r. k b (' d L oftfte con-t e mealUres ta en Y -AJETAN to raw UTHER feren,e, be. 

anew under the papal yoke j becaufe thefe mea- t.wee" M.I. 

1i . d d I . h h 'ld !Itz and Lu. ures were, In ee , Ilot ung more t an t e WI ther. 

fuggeftions of fupedhrion and tyranny, main
tamtd and avowed with the moil: frontlefs impu
dence. A man, who began by commandIng the 
reformer to renounce his ('rrors, to believe, and 
that upon the dll'tates of mere authol ity, that one 
dl0p of Chrifl's blood, being Jujficienl to redeem {he 

(I] SeeB. CHRIST. FRID.B. The records. relat i6g to the 
embafi'y of MILTITZ. were firll: pubhlhed by ERN. SALOMON 

Cy P R I A N us, in .4ddJt. ad WIL H. ER N. Tl! N ZE L I J Htjlor.Re
ft,·mat. tom. i. ii.- As aleo by VA L. ER N. LOSCH E R us, in his 
ABa Riformat. tom. ii. c. xvi. & tom. lit. cap. il. 

[u] 1n the year 1519, LEO X. wrote toLu fHFR in thefoftelf: 
and mofi: pacific terms. From this remarJ-able letter (which 
was publilhed in the year 174%, by LOSLII F R U 0, In a Ger. 
man work, intituled, Unjcbuld Nacb/lli) it appears, that at 
the court of &me they' looked ,upon a reconcIliation between 
L U T Ii II J, and the pontif as certain and near at hand. 
, 0 ['W] This whole ninth [ealOn IS added to Dr. M<)SHE 1M'S 

work by the tranfiator, who thought that this part of LVT Ii E R'I 

llillory def'erved to be related in a mor,e circumllan~al manner. 
lhan It is in ~he original. 

D 4 whole 
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c. E N T. fIj~!e human race, the remaining quantity, that wal 
s'~~~: I }hell·in the garden and upon the crqJs, was left as a 
• legacy to the church, to be a treaJun from whence 

indulgences were to be drawn and admil'iflered by the 
Roman pontifs [x]: fueh a man was nor ttJ be 
reafoned with. But MILTITZ proceeded in quite 
another manner, and his confelences with the 
Saxon reformer are worthy of attertion. He was 
ordered, indeed, to demand of the elettor, that 
he would either oblige LUTHER to rtnounce the 
doCtrines he had fmherto maintained, or, that he 
would withdraw from him hi:; prot:Ction and fa
vour. Bur, perceiving that he was re-celved by 
the eleaor Vvlth a deg,ee of co~dnefs that bordered 
upon contempt, and tbut LUTHER'S credit and 
CJ.ufe wei e too far advan,:ed to be deftroyed by 
the efforts of mere authorIty, he had recour(e to 
gentler methods. He loaded TeTZEL w!th the 
bittereft rtproaches, on account of the irregular 
and fuperftltious means he had employed for pro
motilllZ the fale of Indulgences, and attributed to 
this miferable wretch all the abufes that Lunn:R 

had complained of. TETZI:L, on the other hand, 
burthened with the iniquities of Rome, tormented 
with a confclOu(Ilefs of his own inJuftice and ex
tomons, Hung with the opprobrious cenfmes of 
the new legJte, and feeing hllnfelf equally de
fp:fcd and abhorred by both parties, dIed of grief 
and defpair [yJ. '1 his IncendIary being fJcrificed 
aq a victIm to cover the Roman pOflcif from re-

o:r [,,) Such, among others fhl! more ab(urd, were> the ex
exprefilOns of C ~ J E 1 AN, which he borrolVru frpm one of the 
Dewtals of CLE\1BNl VI. caJl~d (and that JufHy for more 
tl).10 ore re,lIon) E).ttn'iJagants. 

t:T [y) Lu T H I:R w.l.~ fo aiFeCted by the agonres of defpair 
under which TE r:z: E L laboured, that he wrote him a pathctlc 
lerter of con(\.htion, which how(vt.r produced no effect. His 
infamy was perpetuatcd by a piCture, placed in the churco of 
Pmno. in which he is reprefented fitting on an afs, and f~lliDg 
mdulgences. 

8 proach. 
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proach, MILTITZ entered into a particular con- C! E N 't. 
verfation with LUTHER, at Altenburg, and, with- s XVI. J 
out pretending to juftify the fcandalau~ traffic in E C T. • 

queftion, required only, that he would acknow-
ledge the four following things: (C lfl, "Tnat 
" the people had been feduced by f.llfe notions of 
" indulgences: 2dly, That he (LUTHrR.) had 
" been the caufe of that feduction, by rq))'t'fent-
" ing indulgences as much more heinous than 
" they really w~re: 3dly, That the odious con-
H duB: of [ETZEL alone had given occ.lfion to 
" thefe reprefentations: ann 4thly, That, though 
,c the avarice of ALBERT, archbIlhop of Mentz, 
(( had fet on TETZIL, yet that thl<; rapacious tax-
cc iSatherer had exceeded by far the bounds of his 
" commiffion." Thefe plopof.lls were accom-
panied with many foothing words, with pompous 
encomiums on LUTHER'~ c.harader, capacIty, and 
talents, and with the fofteft and rnoft pathetic 
expoftulations in favollr of union and concord in 
an affliCted and divided church, all which MIL-
TITZ joined together with the greateft dexterity 
and addl<.fs, in order to touch and difarm the 
Saxon reformer. Nor were hie; mild and inlinua-
ting methods of negociating without effeCt; and 
it was upon this occafion that LUTHER made fub-
miffions which fhewed that hI'> views were not, 
as yet, very extenfive, his fonner prejudices en
tirelyexpelled, or his reforming principles ftea-
dily fixed. For he not only oftered to obferve t\ 
profound filence for the future With refpect [0 in
dulgences, provided the fame condition were im-
pored on hIS adverlaries; he went much farther. 
he propofed writing an humble and fubmiffive let-
ter to the pope, acknowledging that he had car-
ried hIS zeal and animofity too td.f; and [uch a 
letter he wrote fome time after the conference at 
Altenpurg [2]. He even confented to pubJiih a 

t::)' [z] This letter was dated the IJ th of March, 15 19. 
about two months after the conference of Altenburg. 

circular 
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C ! N T. circular Jetter» exhorting all his di(cip1ea and foI
s. ~';: L lowers to reverence and obey the dic1ates .of the 
--- holy Roman church. He declareo, that hIS only 

intention, in the writings he had compofed, was 
to brand with infamy thofe emiffaries who abufed 
its authority, and employed its proteetion as a 
mafk to cover their abominable and impious 
frauds. It is true, indeed, that atnidft thofe 
weak fubmiffions which the impartial demands of 
hiftoric3l truth oblige us to relate, there was, pro
perly fpeaking, no retraetion of his former tenets, 
nor the finalldt degree of refJ)eft !hewn to the in
famous traffic of indulgences. N eveJthelefs, the 
pretended majefty of the Roman church, and the 
authority of the Roman pontif, were treated by 
LUTHER in this tranfaction, and in his lette, to 
LEO, in a manner that could not naturally have 
been expcfted from a man who had already ap
pealed from the pope to a general council. 

Had the court of Rome been prudent enough to 
have accepted of the fubmdlion made by LUl HhR, 

they would have almoft nipped in the bud the caufe 
of the reformation, or would, at Ie aft, have Con
fiderably retal ded its growth and progrefs. Hav
jng gained over the head, the members would, 
with greater facility, have been reduced to obe
dience. Bllt the flaming and exceffive zeal of 
10me inconfiderate bigots renewed, happily for 
the truth, the divifions, which were 10 near being 
healed, and, by animating both LUTHER. and his 
followers to look deeper into the enormities that 
prevailed in the papal hierarchy, promoted the 
principles, aQd augmented the fpirit! which pro
duced, at length~ th~ bleffed [a] reformation. 

X.One 

a::;. [a J See, for an ample account or L v THE It's conferences 
with Ml tTl TZ, the incomparable work of SEC KI! N DOIlF, in
fituIed, Com1llmtar. Htjlor. A/oIDin. de Lutheram.fmD,jive til /l(
firmatlQllt Rtllgloll;s, &c. in which the faas relating to LVTH, JI, 

ani! the ~eformation are deduced fr()~ the moft precious and 
allthen~ 
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X. One of the circumftances that contributed C E N T. 

principally, at leaft by its .confequences, to render. s I~V;: r. 
the cl11baify of MILTITZ meffettual for the refto-
ration of peace, was a famous conrroverfy of an rbe dlf. 

incidental nature thac wa~ carried o~ at Leipfic~ i.::;fi.a:" 
fome weeks fucceffively, In the year 15 1 9 [b]. the ).a:.,.. 

A doCtor named ECKlUS, who was one of the muff :~:,?~ Ec .. 

eminent and zealous chaml?ions I in the papal ~~~;;:.. 
call fe, happened to differ wieldy from CARLO-

STADT, the colleague and companion of LUTHER, 

in his fentlmenes concerning FI°ct-wiLI. The re-
fult or rhi's variety in opinion was eary to be (ore-
feen. The military genius of Ollr ancefiors had 
fo far infected the fchools of learning, that diff\!-
rences in points of religion or litel acme; when 
they grew to a certain degree o( warmth and aui-
monty, were decided, like the quarrels of v.lliant 
knights, by a Cingle combat. Some famous uni-
verfiry W.lS pitched upon as the field of battle, 
while the rector and profdfors beheld the conteft, 
and proclaimed the victory. ECKIUS, tht'refore, 
in compliance with the fpil it of this fighting age, 
challengc>d CARLOSTADT. and even LUTHER him-
(elf, agJinfl: whom he had already drawn his pen, 
to try the force of hiS theologicdl arms. The 
challenge was accepted, the day appointed, and 
the three champions appeared in the field. The 
firft cooRia: was between CAIUOSTADT arid 

authe-ntic manufcripts and records, contained. in the library of 
Saxe-Gotha, and in other learned and princely coHewons, and 
in which the frauds and fallehoods of MA I M BOll R C '5 HiJloryof 
LUlhlramJm are fully detetled and refuted.-As to MaTlTZ, 
his fate was unhappy. His moderation (which nothing but thl;: 
blind zeal of fame furious m'lnks could have hindered from 
l>eing eminently ferviceable to the caufe of Rome) was repre
ftntedby ECK.I v s, as fomethingworfe th ... nilldifl.'erenceahout the 
fuccefs of his commiilion; and, after feverq.! marks of nl'glcCl 
!eceived from the pontif, he had Lhe misfortune to laCe his life 
~ palling che Rhi;u at Mintz. 

(b] Thefe difputes comm-:nceJ on the zSth of June, and 
e~cka on the I~tb of July f~wing. 

ECKIV3 
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C E N To ECItIUS concerninO' the powers and freedom of 
s z ~ :~. I .. dl'e hUI1)an will r /1~ it was carried on in the caftle 

of P-leiJ!enbut'g, L IfJ prefence of a numerous and 
fplendid :lUdlt'nce, and was follow:!d by a difpute 
between LUTHER and ECKIUS concerning the au
thority and fuprerpacy of the Roman pontif. This 
f.mt;r Lontf'Over{y, wOleo dIe' preknt ficuation of 
affairs I'endered finguhrly nice a,d critical, was 
left undecided. Hoffman, at that time reCtor of 
the ~ni\lerfity of Lei/fie, and who had been alfo 
app{)ll1t~d judge of the arguments alleged on 
both fides, refuJed to declare to whom the viCto
ry belonged; fo tlut the decifion of this matter 
wa~ refern.:d to the univetfities of Paris and Er
.f~rt L dl In the mean time, one of the imme
diate ~fi(;Cts of thi~ eli 'iJUte was a viGble increafe of 
the h,cc\:rnd':. and enrrnty which ECKIU:, h:ld con
e.eived againtl LFTtlI It; for from this very pe
T,lOd he breathed nothing but fury agai!1t1 the 
Saxon I-dormer [eJ, whom he marked Ollt as a 

, iCtim 

• t::,!? V 1 This (:ontroverf y turned upon llbert)', confidered not 
J~ 5' piulofophical, but in a theological fenle. It was rather a 
dllpmc c'mcerning pnver ti,an concerning hbfri}. CA R 1,0-

• ST AD T tnaint'liI1Ld, that, finee the £.111 of man, our n,ltll"al 
liberty j, not ltrong enough to conduft liS to whJt is goon, 
without the lntervclltion of divine grace. Ec K I l), alferted, 
.~ '·rk·\.~j!Jcr.jrr, dJac our r:acural liocrcy ca-(JpctracLu' wIn\ al'.. 
V':IC gr.lcL, and th.lt it w,(> in the pov.er (1f mar, to 'confent 
to til,· dlv,ne impul1e, or to nIdi it. Th" former attributed 
a!l tl' GU(l; the latterdi,idcd t11(' merit of virtue between God 
and the treature. The mo,~crn LMLcram have ~Jmoft univer_ 
{ally abal1do"ed the fcntimtl'.ts of CA R LO'ST A [1'1 • 

. [a] Tbel'e is an ample account of this dlip..Ite at LeipJi'c 
gwen by V A L. ER N. Lose H l! R us, in his ./fda et Docummfa 
RrjiJrmaf/0n;s, tom. iii. c. vii. p. z03. 
~ [e 1 This was one proof that the iffue of the controverfy 

W:l, not lh his favour. The viAor, in any combat, is gene_ 
rally ~oo ful! of !;ltisf.,ftion a'ftc! felf-complacency, to feci the 
em"'1()':s of fury ;lnd v!"ngcance, which feldom arife but from 
dl!"r~\)J\1tm{"nt :lnd defe~t. There is even an inforent kind of 
clemt'nc~ tnat ariCes from an eminent and palpable fuperiori
ty. Th1s indeed ECKlUS had no opportunity of elCcrcifing. 

LlJTH£1. 
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viB:im to his vengeance, without confiderinO', C E N T. 
that the meafures he took for the deftruaion ~f s X" I I 

LUTHtF, muO: have a moO:- pernicious influence ~ c,. .• 
upon the caufe of the Roman pontif, by foment-
ing the prefent divifion!>, and thus contributing to 
the progrt!fs of the reformation, as was really the 
cafe [eJ. .. 

XI. Among the fpeaators of this ecclefiaftical Philip "'eo. 
combat was PHILIP MEL-\NCfHON, at that time, lanW."n. 

profeffor of Greek at Wittc'mberg, who had not, as 
yet, been involved in thefe ,.iJvifions (:as indeed 
the mildnefs of his temper and his elegant tafre 
for pqlite literature rendered him averfe fi'om 
difputes of thi!. nature), though he was the intimate 
frtend of LUTHER, and approved his defi~n of 
delivering the pure and primitive fcience of theo-
logy (f'om the darknefs and fubtilty of fcholaftic 
jargon [I]. As this eminent man was one of tho fe, 
whom this c1ifpute with ECKIU~ convinced of the 
excellence of LUTHER'S caufe j as he was, more-

L u T H £ R demonlhated, in this conference, that the church of 
Rome, in the (!arlier ages, had '"lever been acknowledged as 
fuperior to other c1mrch"~, and combated the pretenfions of 
that church and its blfhop, from the teltimony of fcripture. 
the authOl ity of the fathers, and the bell: ecclefi,tltic'l.\ hiilo
rians, and even from the decrees of the council of Nzce; while 
all the arguments of E c K I U & were deri\'ed from the fPllrlOUS 
and illfipid Decretals, which were fcarccly of 400 years !land. 
iog. See SEC KEN DOR F F 's Htjl. of LutheranzJm. 
~ [e] It may be obferved here, that, before LUTHEll 's at

tack upon the ftorc-hollfe of indulgence!>, Ec K IUS was hi~ in
timate friend. Ec K IUS l1lull: certainly been uncommonly Unwor~ 
thy, flnce even the mild and gentle MEL A N C T H OJII reprefents 
him as an znhuman ptrfecutor, ajophtjl, and a Ima'1Jt, who main
tained doctrines contrary to his belief and again!l his con
fcience. See the learned Dr. J<,RTIN'S Life ofEraflnus, vol. 
ii. p. 713; fee alfo VIT us's account of the death of Ec KI us 
inSECKENDORFF, lib.iii,p'46S; andi~the Scholia adln .. 
• icem ! Hill:. of the fl1me boole, No. xx I II. 

r f] See MELANCTHON'S Letter concerning the conference 
at Leipfic, in LOSCHElt'S A;:ta et Document. Reformationi!; 
tom. iii. cap. viii. p. z15; as GoIW in the Witte",",,! edition of 
LVTHII. '. WoJ'lts, vQl.. i. p. ~lti. 

over, 
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C E N T. over, one of the ilIuihious ancl refpeetable inilru. 
s,. ,!,:~. I. ments of the Refor,mation j it may not be im
--- proper to give fome account here of the talents 

and virtues that have rendered his name immortal. 
His greateft' enemies have borne teftimony to his 
merit. They have been forced to acknowledge, 
that the annals of antiquity exhibit very few 
worthies that may be compared wich him; whether 
we confider the extent of his knowledge in things 
human and divine, the fertility and elegance of 
his genius, the facility and quicknefs of his com
prehenfion, or the uninterrupted induftry that at
tended his learned .. nd theological labours. He 
rendered to philofophy and the liberal arts the 
fame eminent lcrvice that LUTHER had done to 
religion, by purging them from the drofs with 
which they had heen corrupted, and by recom
mending them, in a pOWt'1 ful and perfuafive 
manner, to the ftudy of the Germans. He had 
the rare talent of difccrning truth in all ie· molt 
intricate wllnexions and combinations, of com
prehending at once the moft abftraCt notions, and 
expreffing them ,,, ith the utmoft perfpicuity and 
eafe. And he applie,t this h,lppy talent 10 religious 
difquifitions WIth fuch unparalleled fuccds, that 
it may fdfely be anirmcd, that the caufe of true 
Chriftianity derived from the learning and genius 
of MUANCTHON more fignal advantages, and a 
more effea ual rupport, than it recci ved fi am any 
of the ot11er do[tors of the age. His love of peace 
and concord, wbich was partly owing to the 
fweetnefs of his natural temper, made him defire 
with ardour that a reformation might be effeCted 
without proJuLing a fchifrn in the church, and 
that the external communion of the contending 
parties might be prcferved uninterrupted and 
entire. This fpirit of mildnefs and charity, car
ried perhaps too far, led him fometimes to make 
concdlion50 that were neither coniiftent with pru ... 

den~, 
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dence, nor advantageous to the cauf~ in which he e 11'1\1 T. 

was engaged. It is however certain, that he gave s 7.~v:: I. 
no quarter to thofe more dangerous and momen- __ _ 
taus errors that reigned in the 'church of Rome; 
but maintained, on the contrary, that their extir-
pation was elfenrially neceifary, -m order to the re-
floration of true religion. In the natural C0m-
plexlon of this great man there was fomething 
{oft, timorous, and yielding_ Hence arofe a 
certain diffidence of himfelf, that not only made 
hIm examine things with the greateft attention and 
care, before he refolved upon any meafure, but 
alfo filled him with uneafy apprehenfions where 
there was no danger, and made hlOI fear even 
thing~ that, in reahty, could never happen. And 
yet, on the other hand, when the hour of real 
dolng~r approached, when thlng~ bore a formida-
ble afpect, and the caufe of reltgion was in immi~ 
nent peril, then thi~ timorolls man was converted, 
all at once, into an intrepid hero, looked danger 
in tLe face with unfhaken conftancy, and oppoted 
his adverCHies with invincible fortitude. All this 
fhews, tholt rl:e force of truth and the power of 
principle had dlminifhed the weakndfes and 
defeCts of MELANCTHON'S natural charatter with-
out entirely remOVlng them. Had his fortitude 
been more uniform and £teady, his defire of re
concilmg all interefb. and pleafing all parties 
lef:. vehement and exceffive, his triumph over the 
fuperttitions imbibed in his infancy more com-
plete [g], he mutt defe; vedly have been confi-
dered as one of the greateft among men [h]. 

XII. While 

*'" (g] By thi" no doubt, Dr_Mo. " F I ~[ means the cre
dulity thi~ great man o:1;(cO\ ered with rei p~~, to prodigies and 
dreams, and his having been fomewhat addLcttd to the pre
tended [clellceofallro!og-y. See: Sc H" L hO R N I I .6mtr11l1. HzjI. 
£cck./. '1 Lit. vol. ii. P:609' 

[h] WehllveaLifeofMJLANCTHO~. \\rit:en by jOACHl1I 
.c4UIIlAIlU/.# which has already ;on:: throLl';:l (cvcraJ.edi~ 

tlon •• 
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C E N 1'; XII. While the credit and authority of the 
s J !~I. I. Roman pontif were thus upon the decline In 

--.- Germany, they received a mortal wound In 

!h.~:r:~n \ Switzerland from ULRIC Z:rINGLE, a canon of 
fC)rmatlonio Zurich, whofe exttnfive Jearning and unCO,l1mon 
~-:tl:·r. fagacity were accompanied with the moil: heroic 

• intrepidity and ref{)lmion (t']. It muft even- be 
acknowledged [k 1, that this eminent man had 
perceived fame ray!> of the truth befOle LUTHER 

came to an open rupture with the church of 

tions. But a more accurate accour,t of this iIlIlO:rious reformer. 
compofed by a pi udent, impartial, and well inforlT'ed bio
glapher, as alfo a cc,mplcte colle chon of his Irolls, would be 
all l11efumabk prefcnt to tnc npubhc of letters. 

a::r [1] The tr:ll1l1ator ha; added, to the portrait of 
ZUINGLE, the qU.lllty of herOl' zntreprdlfy, bt.:au(e It wa; a 
r.Tedominant and remarkable p~rt of the c.h:u :Jctel of thh 
lilufinOlls reformer, whore leal mng and fortltl1d':!, t( mp( red 
by the greatell: model ation, render~d him plt hap; beyond 
companfon the bnghteft ('mament of the protcfiant caLfe. 

o UJ OUI learned hlilonan does l'ot {cern to ac;mov.lcdge 
th:s WJth plcafure, as the Germans and SWlf; conte'ld .lbout 
the honour of having glvcn the firtl ovcrtul cs to\\ al d, the Re
fcrmatIon. If, however, (rllth h.ls oblige.\ him to flllke this 
acknowledgment, he ha& accomp,lIlied It with [orne mOllIfica
tions, that are more artful than accurate. He fays, H that 
Zv I N G L e had percnvetl joJJJe roy if thc tnllh "'folt Lv THE Il 

had cnrne to all open rupIIlrr," &c. to make us imagme that 
LUTHJ,R mIght have ft'en the truth long before that rvpture 
happened, and con/equently as (oon as Z U 1 N G I. E. Hut it is 
well known, that the latter, from ni, early years, had been 
ihocked at b eral of the fuperftitiolJs practices of the church 
of Rome: that fo early as the year i 516", he had begun to 
explam the fcripturcs to th .. people, and to cenCure, thou&h 
with great prudence and moderatlon, the error; of a corrupt 
church; and that he had very nobl" and extenfive ideas of a 
genera! reformation, at the "ery time that L'J r HER retained 
almoil tbe whole fyilem of popery, indulgences excepted. 
L U THE R proceeded very nowly to that e.xemption from the 
prejudices of education, which ZUINGLE, by the force of an 
ad"emurous genius, and all Ill'COmmOn degree of knowledge 
and penctratlOn, canly got rid of. 

• RUCKART, H:fI. d. III Rtfo,.mllli •••• StlijJ •• ZUINGLI' 0/1. tom. i. 
p. 7' Nou'fJ'ou D.B,o •• vol.iv. p. 866. DURAND, HifI.4u X'li. Slede, IOni. ii. 
p. S. Io:c, Juu: II, .A;pmZj'f,,,,.J,, R<jontJlIlturl, /tc, pattie L p. JJ 9' 

Rom, 



CHAP. U. i'.it HJS'fO~1' "/W"',OlMA'l'IOl'l. .. 

RtmU. He was however afterwards frill farther C E N T. 

animated by the exatnple, and inftrua:~d by the Sa ~~~. I. 

writings of the Saxon reformer; and thus bis zeal • 
for the good caufe acquired ne~ ftrength and 
vigour. For he not only ~plalOed the facred 
writings in his public difcourfes to the people [I], 
but alfo gave in the year IS I 9, a lignal proof of 
his courage, by oppofing, with the greateft rrfolu-
tion and fuccefs, the miniftryof a certain Italian 
monk, whofe name was SAMSON, and who was 
carrying on, in Switzerland, the impious traffic 
of Indulgences with the fame impuden~e that 
TETZEL had done in Germany [m]. This was the 
firft remarkable event that prepared the way for 
the reformation among the Helvetic. <"antol)s. In 
procefs of time, Z UINGLE purfued with fteadinefs 
.and refolution the defign that he had begtm with 
fuch courage and fuccefs. His noble efforts were 
fteconded by forne other learned men, eduC<ited in 
Germany, who bet-arne his colleagues and thee com-
panions of hIS Jabours, and who jointly with him 
fucceeded fo fdr in removing the credulity of a 
deluded people, that the pope's wprema<:y was 
rejeCted and denied in the greateft part of Sv.;itzer-
land. It is indeed to be obferved, rhat ZlrINGLE 

did not always ufe the fame methods of converfion 
that were employed by LUTHER.; nor, up4n par .... 

a (I] This again is inaccurate. It appears from the pre
ceding note, and trom the moft authentIC records of hiftorv. 
rhat Z U I N G L I! h'td explained the fcriptures to the people a~d 
called In queftion the authority and fupremacy of tll,e ;ope 
before the name of L U THE R was known in SWltzer/a"d. Be~ 
fides, inftead of rC'ceiving inftrllClion from the Genllan re
former, he was much his fuperior in learning, capacity, and 
ludgment, and was much fitter to be his majler than his difcip/t 
;19 the four volumes. in folio, we have of his works, ab\mdantly 
teftify. 

[mJ See Jo. HFfIIR. HOTTII'<GERI lItji. Ecclif. He/vet. 
tom u. lIb. vi. p. 2S.-R. v:: HAT, Hylolre de la Re.forhtalIDn en 
Sliif!i, tOm. i. IlVr. i. p. +.-66.-Gu D is, Htjlor. IJ.enovatt 
E<;Jfll7gtlu. tom. ii. p. %28. ' 

Vin. IV. E ticular 
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C !.lq "X'. ticular oecafions, did he di[countenance the ufe of 
h~v;: I. \ violet'it meafures aga.i~ft fuch as .adhered with ob
_ ftinacy to the fuperfttttons of mete anceftors. He 

is alfo faid to have attributed to the civil magif
trate, fuch an extenfive power 1n ecclefiaftical af
fail s, as is quite inconfiftent with the effence and 
genius of religion. But, upon the whole, even 
envy itfelf muft acknowledge, that his intentions 
were upright, and his defigns worthy of the higheft 
approbation. , 

Luth~r i~ XIII. In the mean time, the religious diffen~ 
~17:::;':; / flons in Germany increafed, inftead of diminifhing. 
~he p pe, For while MILTITZ was treating with LUTHER in 
In 15&'" Saxony, in fuch a mild and prudent manner as 

offered the faireft profpeCl: of an approaching ac
commodation, ECKIUS, inflamed w\(h refentment 
and fury on account of his defeat at Leipjic, re
paired wJth the utmoft precipitation to Rome, to 
accomphib, as he imagined, the ruin of LUTHER. 

There, entering Into a league with the Domini
cans, who were in high credIt at the p:ipal court, 
and more efpecialJy wHh tht-ir two zeillou:- patrons, 
DE PruERlO and CAJETAN, he earneftly entreated 
LEO X. to level the thunder of his ttnatbemas at 
the head of LUTHER, and to exclude him from 
the communion of the church. The Dominicans, 
deurous of revengi.ng the afft'ont that, in their opi
nion, their whole order h~d received by LUTHER'S 

treatment of their brother Tl!.TZLL, and their pa
tron CAJEr AN, teconded t:1e fm IOUS efforts of 
'ECKIUS againft the Saxon reformer, and ufed their 
utmoft endeavours to have his reqlleft granted. 
The pontif, overcome by the importunity of there 
pt'rniciolls counfellors, imprudently iITued [n] out 
a bull agamft LUTHER, dated the 15.th of June, 

1520, 

[n] The wifell and beft part of the Roman-cat;tolics ac. 
knMYl;:d~~, that LEO X. was chalgeabte with the moil: culpa. 
ble imprude.lce in thl.$ ralh and ViOlent method of proceedmg. 

Sec 
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:r 5 20, in which forty - one pretended herefiesJ C E N T. 

extracted from his writings, were folemnly con- XVI. S l( t: T. I. 
demned, his writings ordered to be publicly burnt, 
and in which ht: was again fummoned, on pain of 
excommunication, to confefs and retraCt: hIs pre
tended errore; within the fpace of fixtr days, and 
to caft himfelf upon the clemency and mercy of 
the pontif. 

XIV. As foon as the account of this rafu fen- Lu!her 

d fi I I h · wllhd ...... tenee, pronounce rom t le papa c aIr, was him(.lf 

brought to LUTHER, he thought it was high time from tbl! 

to confult both his prerene defence and his ftl- ~~~:unloll 
ture fecurity; and the firfl' ftep he took for this church of 

f h fi t. R..mc. purpore, was the renewal 0 is appeal rom tue 
fentence of the Roman pontif, to the more re
fpettable decifion of a general council. But as he 
forefaw that this appeal would be treated with 
contempt at the court of Rome, and that when the 
time prefcribed for his recantation was elapfed, 
the thunder of excommunication would be le
velled at his devoted head, he judged it prudent to 
withdraw himfelf voluntarily from the .commu-
nion uf the church of Rome, before he was obliged 
to leave it by force; and thus to render this new 
bull of ejection a blow in the air, an exerrife of 
authority without any object to act: upon. At the 
fame time, he was reioived to execute this wife 
relolution in ,a public manner, that his voluntary 
retreat from the communion of a corrupt and fu-

See a Diifertation of the learned JOHN Flll!DEltlCK MU"IlR, 

De pQ1IttjiCZtS Leams X. procejJitm advcrjits Lutberum Imp106a7ltlb/tS, 
which is part of a \'Iork he publilhed lit Ha1/1/;UI-g, in fto, in the 
year 1698, under this fingular title; Ecclifiil Roma7la Rrfirma
ttOnrs Lutherante palron4 tt c!itns. There were fevcral Wife and 
thinking perfons at this time about the: Romah pontlf, who de. 
dared openly, without the leaft ceremony, their dif4pprobation 
of th.e violent counfeh of Ec.z; IllS and the DomInicans; and g&Ve 

it ~ their opini01l, that it was both prudent and juft to wait for 
theill"ue of theconferem:caof MJ LTI TZ with LV'r H I! 1'" Defo,,, 
{~h forcible lMafQres W~ employed. ' 

E ~ perLHdo\ls 



'fhl HfSTOllY of Ihl REP<lRUA'l'rO~. 

CElt T. perll:itious <..hurch might be univerfally known, 
s J!.~v;: I \ before the lordly pontif had prepared his ~oft1y 
, thunder. With this view, on the loth of De-

cember, in the year 15'10, he had a pile of wood 
ereCted without the walls of the city [0], and there, 
in pre[ence of a prodigious multitude of people of 
all ranks and orders, he committed to the flames 
both the bull that had been publiilied againft him, 
and the decretals and canons relating to the pope's 
fupreme jurifdiction. By this fle declared to the 
world, that he was no longer a filbject of the 
Roman pontif; and that, of confequence, the 
fentence of excommunication againft him, which 
was daily expected from ROtlu, was entirely fuper
fhlOUS and infignificant. For the man who pub
lidy commits to the flames the code that contains 
the laws of his fc vereign, !hews thereby that he 
has no longer any rerpect for his government, nor 
any cleGgn to [ubmit to his authority; and the 
man who voluntarily withdraws himfelf from any 
[oeiety, cannot, with any appearance of reafon 
or common fenfe, be afterward::..fol cibly and au
thoritatively excluded from it. It is not impro
bable, that LUTHER was directed, in this crltlcal 
meafure, by perfons well {kllled in the law, who 
are- generally dextrous in furnifhing a perplexed 
dient with nice ddlin8:ions and plaufible eva[wns. 
Be that as it may, he feparated himfdf only from 
the church of Rome, which confiders the pope as 
infallible, and not from the church, confide red 
in a more extenfive fenfe; for he fubmitted to the 
decifion of the univerfal church, when that decifioo 
ihould be given in ~ g~neral council lawfully' 
affembled. 'When thls Judicious diftintl:ion is 
confidered, it will not appear at all furpnfing, 
that many, even of the Roman cathohcs, who 
~ei~hed mat~ers with a certain degree of impar
nahty and wlfdom, and were zealoUi for the main .. 

[0] Of Wlttlm6trl' 
tenance 
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tenance of the liberties of GmnanJ, juftifiid this 
bold refolution of LUTHER [0]. In lefs than a 
month after this noble and important ftep had been 
taken by the Saxon reformer, -a fecond bull was 
iffued outagainft him, on the 6th of January, 15~t, 
by which he was expelled from the communion 
of the church, for having infulted the majefty, 
and difowned the fupremacy, of the Romal1 
pOfitif [p]. , 

XV. Such iniquitous laws, enaB:ed againft the 
perf on and doCtrine of LUTHeR, produced an 
effeCt: different from what was expeCted by the 
imperious pontif. Infiead of intimidating this 
bold reformf'r, they led him to form the projeCt: 
of founding a church upon principles entirely 
oppofite to thofe of Rome, and to efiablilh, in ie, 
a fyftem of doCtrine and ecclefiaftical difcipline, 
agreeable to the fpirit and precepts of the Gofpel 
of truth. This, indeed, was the only refource 
LUTHER had lefe him; for to fubmit to the orders 
of a cruel and infolent enemy, would have been 
the greateft degree of imprudence imaginable; 
and to embrace, anew, errors that he had rejeCt:ed 
with a jufi indignation, and e~pnfed with the 
clearell: evidence, would have difcovered a wolnt of 
integrity and principle, worthy only of the moil: 

c:::f' [0] This j udicious diftin~lion has not been fuflieientlJ 
attended to. and the Romanifts. fome through artifice. others 
through ignorance, have confounded the papacy with the 
(athalt. chur.h; though they be. in reality, two different 
things. The papacy indeed. by the ambitious dexterity of the 
Roman pontifs. incorporated itfelf by degrees into the church; 
but it was a prepollerous fupplement. and was really as foreign 
to its genwne conllitution, as a new .,Iadel trtOed, by a f{lcceif. 
ful ufurper, would be to' an IlnClent CIt! L" T H I! R. fet out and 
afted upon this diftirtaion; he went out of the dilUte/.. but he 
meant t? remain il'1 the tlt1.and~ like a good. pau'iot, defigned to 
reform Its corrupted"government. 

[P] Both thefe b.lls lIl"e to be found in the Bul/arlum RDIJUI-o 
flum, .~nd alfo in the learned: PP A P P'. BiflDt'. i'he,l. Liltrllf'. 
COm. u. p. -lZ. 
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abandoned profligate. From this time, thtteforf1 

he applied himfelf to the purfuit of the truth with 
11ill more af1iduity and fervour than he had for
merly done j nor did he only review with attention, 
and confirm by new arguments, what he flad hi
therto taught, but went much beyond it, and made 
vigorous attacks tlpon the main {hong-hold of po
pery) the power and junfdiCtion of the Roman pon
tlf, which he overturned from its very foundation. 
In this noble undertaking he was feconded by 
many learned anq pIOUS men, in various parts of 
LUrope, by thofe of the piOfeffors of the academy 
of Witlemberg, ""ho had adopted his principles j 

and in a more efpecial manner by the celebrated 
MELANCTHON. And as the fame of LUTHER'S 

wifdom aQd MELANCTHON'S learning had filled 
that: academy with an incredible number of fiu
dents, who flocked to it from all parts, this happy 
ClrCtlmftance propagated the prinCIples of the Re
formation with an amazing rapidIty tQrongh all the 
count.ries of Europe [qJ. 

X VI. Not long after the commencement uf thefe 
diviGcms, MAXIMILIAN 1. had departed this life, 
and his grandeon CHARLES V., king of Spain) had 
(uc~eeded him in the empire in the year r 5 19. 
LEO X, 1eized this new occafion of venting and 
executing his vengeance, by putting the newem
perot in mind of his charaCter as ad'()ocate and de
fender of the church, and demanding the exemplary 
punifhment of LUTHER, who had rebelled againfl: 
its facred l~ws and inftitutions. On the other hand, 
FlUPEl!.IC~ the Wife employed his credit with 
CHARLES to prevent the pllb!icatlOn of any Un
juft edict againft this reformer, and to have his 
caufe tried by the canons of the Germanic church) 

[q] There is a particular account of the rapid progre{s oJ 
~he reformation in Germany given by the learned M. DANIEL 

G E R D h s> profef[Qr at Grcnl11gtlll in hi. Hz/}or.za rC1ZIIvati Evan.
geM. tom. iI. 

~ ~d 
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and the laws of the empire. This requeft ~ fo Q i N T. 
much the mo~e likely to be granted, th.at CHA~LIS S r.~~~. I. 
wall under much greater obligations to FREDERICK, .

than to any other of the German princes, as it was 
chiefly by his zealoul> and important iitrvices that 
he had been raifed to the empire, in oppofition 
to the pretenfions of [lich a. formidabJe rival as 
FRANCIS I., king of France. The emperor was 
fenfible of his obligations to the worthy eleCtor, 
and was entirely difpofed to fatisfy his demands. 
That, however, he might do this without dif-
pleafing the Roman ponrif, he refolved that Lu-
THER fhould be called before the council, that was 
to be a!fernbled at W(JrmJ in the year 15:2 I, and 
that his caufe fhould be there publicly heard, 
before any final [entence fhould be pronounced 
againft him. It may perhaps appear ftrange, and 
even inconfiftent with the laws of the church, that 
a caufe of a religious nature fhould be examined 
and decided in the public diet. But it mult be 
conGdered, that thefe diets, in which the areh-
bilhops, bifhops, and even certain abbots, had 
theil places, as well as the princes of the empire, 
were not only politIcal a!femblies, but alfo provin-
cial councils for Germany, to whole j.urifdietion, by 
the ancient canon law, [uch caufes as that of LI1-
THER properly belonged. , . 

XVII. LUTHI:.R., therefore, appeared at lYorms. The r.Mt 
r: d . /l. h . 1 f' . b Of ! h .. eilet, leCUre agalnLl t e VIO enee 0 h1S enem1eS y a Lurbtr',' 

fate-conduCt from the emperor, and, on the 17th banl/h,mcnt. 

of April, and the day following, pleaded his eaufe 
before that grand aifembly with the utmoft re(o]u-
tion and prefence of mind. The united power of 
threatenings and entreaties were employed to con-
quer the firmnefs of his purpofe, to engage him to 
rC!l0unce the propofitions he ha1 hitherto main-
tamed, and to bend him to a fubmiffion to the 
Roman pontif. But he refufed all this with a 
noble obftinacy, and declared folemnly, that he 

E + would 



C E N T. would neither abandon his opinions, nor change 
s y. ~v;: I. his conduct, until lie was previoufly convinced, by 
oil the word of God, or the diaates of right reafon, 

that his opinions were erroneous, and his conduct 
unlawful. W hen therefore neither promifes nor 
threatenings could !hake the conftancy of this mag
nanimous reformer, he obtained, indeed, from the 
emperor the liberty of returning, unmolefted, to 
his home; but after his departure from the diet, 
he was condemned by the unanimou') fuffrages 
both of the emperor and the princes) and was de
clared an enemy to the holy Roman empire [r]. 

FREDERICK, 

0:7 [r] This fentence. which was dated the 8rh of May. 
1521, was exceffively fevere; and CHARI-ES V., whether 
through finccre zeal or political cUllning, {hewed himfelf in 
this affalt an ardent a.bettor of tb.e papal authority. F or in 
this. edict the pope is declared the only true judge of the con~ 
troverfy, in which he was evidently the party concerned; 
L 11 T H 1'. R is declared a member cut ql!from the chz.rch, aJi:hfma~ 
tic, a notonaus and ol:Jtmate heretic; the fevcrefl puniilimen.s are 
denounced againft thofc, who iliaU recel'Vt. Clltert4m, mawtam, 
or countenance him, euher by acts of hofpitahty, by conveTfa~ 
tion or wntmg; and all his dlfciples, adherents, and followers. 
are involved in the fame condemnation. This edIfI was, how~ 
ever, received with the higheft dif.'lpprobation by all wife and 
thinking penOIl'l, 1ft, becaufe Lv T Ii E R had been condemned 
without being heard, at Rome, by the college of cardinals, and 
afterwards at ",'arms, where, without either examining or re~ 
f"ting h~ doctrine, he was only dcfpotically ordered to abandon 
and renounce it; zdly, becaufe CHARLES V., as emperor, 
had not a right to give an authoritative fentence againi!: the 
doctrine of Lv THE!t, nor to take for granted the tnfallzln/zty 
of the Roman ponti!, before thefe matters were difcuffed and 
decided by a general council; and 3dly, becaufe a confiderable 
number of the German princes, who were immediately in~ 
terelled in this affair, fut:h as the electors of CoJlogn, Saxony, 
and the Palatinate, and other fovereign princes, had neither 
been prefent at the diet, nor examined and approved the ,,"8; 
and that, therefore, at beft, it could only nave force in the 
territol'ie~ helon$'ing to the houfe of AMflria, and to fuch of the 
princes as had gIven their confent to-its publication. But after 
idl. the ediCt of Worms produced almoft no effetl:, not "Only fur 
the reafons now mentioned, but alfo becallfe CH.I.LBS V •• 
wbofe prefence, authority, and zeal, were l1ec:eifary to rende .. 

ic 
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FUDERICK, who faw ~he ftorm rifing againft c ~ N i. 
LUTHER, ufed the beft precautions to fee-ure him S'ac"";: I. 
from its violence. For this purpofe he fent three . 
or four perfons, in whom he could confide, to 
meet him on his return from t11e diet, in order to 
conduB: him to a place of fafeey. Thefe emiffa-
Ties, difguifed by maiks, executed their commiffion 
with the utmoft feerecy and fuccefs. Meeting witb 
LUTHER, near EyJenac, they [eized him, and car .. 
ried him into the caftle of !P'artenberg, nor, as 
[ome have imagined upon probable grounds, was 
this done without the knowledge of his Imperial 
majefty. In this retreat, whi<..h he called his Pat-
mos, the Saxon reformer lay concealed during the 
fpare of ten months, and employed this involun!. 
tar,! leifure in compofitions that were afterwards 
uft'ful to the world [s]. 

XVIII. The 
it re(pecrable, was invoived in other affairs of a civil nature. 
which he had more at heart. Obliged to pars (uccefiively 
into Flanders, England, and Spain, to quell the (editions of his 
{ubjects, and to torm new alliAnces againtt his great eRcmy and 
rival F RAN (' I S 1., he loi! fight of the edzd of 11'or"ms, while all 
who had any regard to the liberties of the empire and the rights 
of the Gel manic church treated this edia with the higheft in. 
dignation. or the utmoft contempt. 

o [J] This precaution of the:: humane and excellent eIetlor. 
being put in execution the 3d of May, five day~ before the 
{olemn publication of the edu:t of Worms, the pope miffed his 
blow; and the adverfaries of L U T H I: It became doubly odious 
to the people in Get"ma1lj, who, unacquainted with the {chernet 
of F& E D E Rl C K, and, not knowing what was become of their 
favourite reformer. imagined he was imprifoned, or perhaps 
deftroyed, by the erniifaries of Rome. 1n the mean time. 
L UT H E & lived in peace artd quiet in the callie of Wartmbtrg. 
where he tranflated a great part of the New 'Iijlalllcnt into the 
German language. and wrote frequent letters ro his truRy 
friends and intimates to comfort them uoo.er his abrence. Nor 
was his confinement here incon£ftent with arnufernent and re
laxation; for he enj.?yeli frequently the plellfure of hunting in 
c:ompany with his keepers, pallin, for a country gentleman. 
under the name of Yq. Georl£' 

cr:r I f we cd an eye upon the condua of L U T H ! Il. in thi. 
irft ~ne of bia trials. we fuaU find a true fpirit of rational 

zeal, 
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C E NT.. XVIII. The aCtive fipirit of LUTHER couid not, 
XVJ . , 

S't C T: i. however, long bear this confinement; he therefore 

The con
"utl of 
LlIther 
after hi. 
lenin, tbe 
~.ftle o( 
JII',,"'''''tr: • 

left his Palm as in the month of March, of the year 
15:!:!, without the confent, or even the knowledge, 
of his patron and proteCtor FREDERICK, and re
paired to IVittemberg. One of the principal mo
tives that engaged him to take this bold itep, was 
the information he had recei ved of the incon-
flderate conduCt of CAP-LOSTADT, and fome other 
friends of the Reformation, who had already ex-

zeal. generous pro~ity, and Chriftian fortitude, animating this 
reformer. In his behaviour, before and at the diet of Urorms, 
we obferve thefe qualities illine with a peculiar lulhe, and tem
pered. notwithl1:al1ding LV'r HER'S warm complexion, with an 
nnexpefud degree of moderation and decent re(pect both for 
his civil and ecclcfiaHical fuperiors. When fome of his friends, 
informed of the violent cefiglls of the Roman r.ourt, and 
alarmed by the hull that had been publifhcd <tgainfi him by the 
mfu pontif. advifcd him not to cxpo[e hi8 perron at the diet of 
1f"arms, notwithl1:anding the imperial fafc-conduct (which, in 
a nmilar cafe, had not been fuflicient to protect JOH.'I Huss 
and JEROME of Praglle from the perfidy and cruelty cf their 
enemies), he anfwered with his u(ual intrepidity, that ~d:eI'C be 
obliged to enCDunter at W Qrms as //Jany de-viis as th" t -H'Cre ti!es 
upon fhl houfts of that city, this 'Would not dew' himfrom his fwd 
pUI-Pofo of appeal'illg tlm'c; th:lt lear, in his raft, CQuid be 0"0' a 
/uggejlion of Satan, '1J,:IJo apprehended tIJe appl'Dachlllg ruin qf his. 
Im'gdoJII, and 'Who 'Was willing to avoid a pllblic- d~fi(l: bit;,} t 
forb II grand 1l.ff;'llb~v as the tilt! of Worms. The fire and ob
fiinacy ,that appeared in this anfwer feemcd to prognofticate 
much warmth and vehemence in LUT HER'S conduct at the 
afrembly before which he was going to appear. But it was 
quite otherwife. He expo(ed with decency and dignity the fu
perll:itious doctrines al1d practices of the church ell Rome, and the 
grievances that arofe from the over-grown powcrofits pontif, and 
the abufe that was made of it. He acknowledg<!d the writings 
with which he was charged, and offered, both with tnoderation 
and humility, to de fen:! their contents. He deli red the pope's 
legates and their adherents to hear him, to inform him, to 
rear on with him I and fole'mnly offered, in prefence of the 
alfembled princes and bifllOPS, to renounce his doctrines, if 
they were thown to be erroneous. But to all thefe expoftu
l~ons he received no other anfwer. than the defpotic dic
tates of mere authority, attended with injurious and provoking 
langulige. 

cited 
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dted tum"dts in Saxony, and were. acting in aCE N 1'. 
manner equl.\.lly prejudlci~l to the tranquillity of s .~~~ I. 

the fiate, and the true mterefts of the church. 
CARLOSTAOT, profeifor at Wittemberg, was a man 
of confiderable learning, who had pierced the 
veIl, with which papal artifice and luperftition 
had covered the truth, and, at the inftigation of 
ECKIUS, had been excluded with LUTHER from the 
communion of the church. His zeal, however, 
was intemperate; his plans laid with temerity, 
and executed without moderation. During Lu-
THER'S abfence, he threw down and broke the 
images of the faints that were placed in the 
t:hurches, and inftead of reftraining the vehe-
mence of a fanatical multitude, who had already 
begun in [orne places to abufe the precious liberty 
that was dawning upon them, he encouraged their 
j}l-timed violence, and led them on to fedltion 
and mutiny. LUTHER oppafed the impetuofity 
of this imprudent reformer with the utmoft forti-
tude and dignity, and wifely exhorted him and his 
adherents firil: to eradicate error from the minds 
uf the people, before they made war upon its ex-
ternal enl1gns in the churches and pubhc places; 
Ijpce, the former b(:ing once removed l the larter 
muil: fall of courfe [t]J and fince the deftruaion 

. af 

t1i" [I] Dr. MOSHEIM'S account of this matter is perhaps 
more advantageous to LUTHER than the rigorous demands of 
hillorical imparuallty will adnut of I the defelts at leaft of the 
great reformer are here fhaded with art. It is evident from 
fevera! paifages in the writings of LUT HER, that he was by no 
mean! averfe to the ufe of lmages, but that, on the contrary, 
he looked upon them as adapted to excite and arumate the de
votion of the people. But, perhaps the true reafonof LVT HI! R'S 
<t.fpleafure at the proceedt.ngs of C A II. LOs'!" AnT. was, that he 
co~ld not bear to fee anothar cpowned with the glory of exe. 
Clltlng a ,lan which htl had laid, and tha.t he was ambition. 
of appeanng the prmdpaJ, if not the only. condufior of this 
snat work. T4is 1. not a mere ~onjeaure. LVTHER. him. 
(elf has 1lQ~ ~,n dle leatt ~~$ to con~ thi. infi:ance of his 

ambition. 



C E H T. ,0( the latter alone could be attended with tio Jaft. 
XVf. • fi' T L. r. d d . . L' S:t C T. I. lng. rUlts. 0 tneJe pru ent a monmons tillS 

--- excellent reformer added the influence of ex~mple, 
by applying himfelf with redoubled induftry and 
z~al. to his German tranGation of the Holy Scrip
tures, which he carried on with expedition and fue
cers [II J, with the affiftance of fome learned and 
pious men, whom he eonfulted in this great and 
important undertaking. The event abundantly 
!hewed th~ wifdom of LUTHER'S ad ,rice. For the 
different parts of this tranGation, being fucceffively 
and gradually lpread abroad among the people,· 
produced fudden and almoft incredible effeCts, and 
extirpated, root and branch, the erroneous prin
ciples and fuperftitlouS doctrines of the church of 
Rome from the mind~ of a prodigious number of 

').(0 X. fdC. 
c::ee<ed by 
AdrIan VI. 
in the year 
J5 u . 
D,etor Nu· 
,tIIOlmg. 

perfons. 
XIX. W hlle thefe things were tranfacring, LEO 

X. departed this life, and was fucceeded in the 
pontificate by ADRIAN VL, a native of Ft"'echt. 
This pope, who had formerly been preceptOr to 
CH ARLES V'J and who owed his new dignity tn the 
good offices of, that prince, was a man of pro(,ity 
and candor, who acknowledged ingenuouOy that 
the church laboured under the moft fatal dif. 

1Ittnbition; and it appears evidently in feveral of his letters. On 
the other hand, it mna he owned, that CA R LOST A D Twas ra1h, 
violent. and prone to enthufiafm, as appears by the connexiDns 
he formed afterwards with the fanatical anahaptifts, headed by 
M UN Z Bit. His contefts with L U THE R about the eucharift, in 
which he manifeftly maintained the truth, 1hall be mentioned in 
their proper place. 

(u] On this German tranJlation of the JJI/;k, 'A-hich contri
blued more than all other caufes, taken together, to ftrengthen 
the foundations of the Lutheran church, we have ar, intereft
ing hiftory compofed by Jo. FRID. MAYER, and publi1hed in 
4-to at Hamburg, in the year 17:)1. A more ample one. how
ever. was expeCted from thIO labours of the learned J. MaL
e HI Oll Kit. AFT, but his death has difappointed OUr hopes. See 
Jo. ALB. FURICll C'lItif~UIII LMtllerRII. par. I. p. 1+7." 
par. II. p. 6J7' "-

orders, 
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orckrs, and declared his wiUingnc:fs to apply the C E N '1'. 
remedies tbat fhould be judged the moLl: adapted s XVI. f 

to heal them [w]. He began his pontifi-cate by H T. • 

fending a legate to the diet, which was allembled 
at N«remberg in IS'12. ,FRANCIS CHEREGATO, 

the perfon who was iI)trufted with this commiffion, 
had pofirive orders .to demand the fpeedy and vi-
gorous execution of the fentence that had been 
pronounced againft LUTHER and his followers at 
the diet of lVorms; but, at the fame time, he was 
authorifed to declare that the pontif was ready [0 

remove the abufes and grievances that had armed 
fuch a formidable enemy againft the fee of Rome. 
The princes of the empire, encouraged by this de-
claration on the one hand, and by the abfence of 
the emperor, who, at this time, refided in Spain, 
or. the other, ft'ized this opportunity of propofing 
the fummoning a general council in Germa11Y, in 
order to deliberate upon the proper methods of 
bringing abollt an univerfal reformarion of the 
church. They exhibited, at the fame time, an 
hundred articles, containing the heavieft com-
plaints of the injurious treatment rhe Germans 
had hitherto received from the court of Rome, and, 
by a public law, prohibited all innovation in re-
ligious matters, until a general council thould de-
cide what was to be done in an affair of fuch high 
moment and importance [x J. As long as the 
German princes were unacquainted with, or in-
attentive to, the meafures that were taken in 
Sa.xony for founding a new church in direCl: oppo-
fitton to that of Rome, they were zealoufiy unani-
mous in their endeavours to fet bounds to the papal 
authority and jurifdittion, which they all look~d 

.r w) See C a,spu .• BUR MAN" I .Ati"i4nfJ~ VI.,jiVI Allolctll. 
HiJiw:1Cf4, ae Adrzano VI. Papa RO'l'ano, publilhed at Utrecht in 
410. In the year 17z7. 

[N] See. JAC. FilID. GIOttGI! Gravtl1lli"a Ger",~ ~ 
'Wifru Sedl1ll Romtmam, lib. ii. p. 3z7' 

upon 
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C E NT. upon as overgrown and enormous; nor were they 
h~~~' I. 'at all offended at LUTHER'S conteft with the Ro
.::. man ponti£, which they confidered as a difpute of 

a private and perronal nature. 
Clement 
vn.eleeled 
,ope in the 
JCar J52+' 

XX. The good pope ADRI~N did not long 
enjoy the pleafure of fitting at the head of the 
church. He died in the year 1523, and was 
{ucceeded by CLEMENT VI!., a man of a referved 
character, and prone to artifice [y]. This pontif 
rent to the imperial diet at Nurem/;Jerg, in the year 
1524, a cardinal-legate, named CAMPEGIUS, whofe 
orders, with refped: to the affairs of LUTHER, 

breathed nothing but feverity and violence, and 
who inveighed againft the lenity of the German 
princes in delaying the execution of the decree of 
Worms, while he carefully avoided the fmalleft 
mention of the promife ADRIAN had made to 
reform the corruptiofls of a fllpedhtlous church. 
The emperor feconded the demands of CAMPE

crus by the orders he fent to his minifl:er to infift 
lJpOn the execution of the fentence which had 
bt:en pronounced againft LUTHER and his adhe
rents at the diet of Worms. The princes of the 
empire, tired out by thefe importunities and re
monftrances, changed in appearance the law they 
had pafTed, but confirmed it in reality. For whiie 
they promifed to obferve, as far as was pomble, 
the edict of Worms, they, at the fame time, re
newed their demands of a general council, and left 
all other matters ill difpute to be examined and 
decided at the diet that was foon to be alfembled 
at Spire. The pope's legate, on the other hand, 
perceiving by there proceedings, that tne German 
princes in general were no enemies to the Re
formation, retired to Ralijbon, with the bifhops 
and thofe of the princes that adhered to the caufe 

v] See JAC. ZIEGLERI Hijloria Clemmlis VII. in Jo. 
G'Oa.Ol.4 SCHELflORNll .dmlZnz/~tJ Hzjior. E(c/if. tom. ii. 
p.210. 



CHAP. II. lJ'be HYSTOll'Y if tbe Jb'OUIATIO~. 63 
of Rome, and there drew from them a new de- c ~ N" To 
claration, by which they .engaged themf:lves ~o s a ~~: 5: 
execute rigoroully the eella of Worms m theu • 
refpetlive dominions. 

XX I. Whlle the efforts of LUT~ER towards ~::t:. 
the refOl'mation of the church were dally crowned ,Ie. 

with growing fuccefs, and almoil: aU the nations 
feemed difpofed to open their eyes upon the light, 
two unhappy occurrences, one of a foreign, and 
the other of a domeftic nature, contributed greatly 
to retard the progrefs of this ialutary and glorious 
work. The domeftic, or internal incident, was 
a controverfy concernlOg the manner in which the 
body and blood of Chrift were preCent in the.eu-
charift, that arore among thofe whom the Ro-
man pontif had publicly excluded from the com
munion of the church, and unhappily produced 
among the friends of the good caufe the moll: 
deplorable animofities and divifions. LUTHER 

and his followen) though they had reieCted the 
monftrous doCtrine of the church of ROlne with 
rtipeCt to the tra1!/ubjiantiation, or change of the 
bread and wine into the body and blood of 
CHRIsr, were neverthe1efs of opinion, that the 
partakers of tile Lord's fupper received, along 
with the bread and wine, the real body and blood 
of Chrifr. This, in their judgmenr, WaS a myf-
tery, which they did not pretend to explain [z]. 
CAItLOSTADT, who was LUTHER'S colleague, 
underftood the matter quite otherwife, and his 
doCtrine, which was afterwards illuftrated and 

c [~J LUTHI!R. was not fo modeft as Dr. MOSHEIM here 
reprefents him. He pretended to explain his doCtrine of the real 
prifenc~, abfurd and contradiCtory as it was, and uttered muck 
fenfel:fs j'lTgon on this fubjeCt As in a red-hot irem, jalll he, 
tWI) dl!hnCt fubftancc" 'Ut~. 'YOn and firt, are united, fu ii the 
~y of CHlllST j<,illed witb the bread in the eucharift. I men. 
Uon ~i8 m~erable cOlllparifon to 1hew into what abfurdities the 
£Owenng prIde of {yAem will often betray men of ~eep fen!e 
and true ,eniu •• 

confirmed 
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c:: E N T. confirmed hy ZUINGLE with much. more inge-
Sr.:"';: I. nuity than he had propofed it, amounted to this: 

" That the body and blood of Chrift were not 
cc- really .prefent in the eucharift; and that the 
If bread and wine were nd more than external 
,e jigns, or fymbols, defigned to excite in the 
" minds of Chriftians the remembrance of the 
(( fufferings and death of the divine Saviour, and 
" of the benefi.ts which arife fro[71 it [aJ." This 
opinion was embraced by all the friends of the 
Reformation in Switzerland, and -by a confider. 
able number of its votaries in Germany. On the 
other hand, LUTHER maintained hi5 doctrine, in 
relation to this point, with the utmoft olJftinacy ; 
and hence arofe, in the year I f24, a tedious and 
vehement controverfy, which, notwithftanding 
the zealous endeavours that were ufed to recon ... 
dIe the contending parties, terminated, at length, 
in a fatal divifion between thofe who had em
barked together in the [acred caufe of religion 
and liberty. 

Thewif of XXII. To thefe inteftine divifions were added 
the Pea. the horrors of a civil war, which was the fatal ef-
IUIlI. 

fea of oppreffion on the one hand. and of enthu-
fiafm on the other; and, by irs unhappy confe
quences, was prejudicial to the caufe and prog;efs 
of the Reformation. In the year 1525, a prodi
gious multitude of feditious fanatics arofe like a 
whirlwind, all of a fudden, in different parts of 
Germany, took arms, united their forces,. waged war 

[a-J See V A L. E It N. Los C H B R I HtjllJria Iltotuum inter LtI
theram' et Riformatos, par. 1. lib. i. cap. ii. p. 5).-See a1[0, 
on the other fide of the queftion, SCt)'LTIiT':; 4mza{es E<tltlll_ 

geltt, publifhed by VON DB It H A It T, in his Htjioria L,w·. 
Reformat p. 74.-RuD. HOSPINIANUS, and ol.her,.reformed 
writers, who have treated of the origin and progrefs of this du. 
pute ---I/::T It appears from this loprefentation (which is aj\l~ 
one) of the fentiments of ZVINGL~ concerning the Holy Sl\
crament of the Lord's fupper, that the, were the fame with 
thofe mainta'ned by Bilhop HOA D LEY, 111 his f4l.i1l '&(QIIIU 91' 
the NafurllWd lJeJiK" of tbe 8acranwzt of/be Lml'l SIIPp"· 

4 againft 
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againO: the laws, the magiftrates, and the empire c tNT. 

in general, laid wafte the country with fire and s £ ~V:.' 1. 

[word, and exhibited daily the moft horrid fpeCta-
des of unrelenting barbarity. The greateft part 
of this furious and formidable mob was compoft'd 
of p-eafants and vaffals, who groaned under heavy 
burthens, and declared they were no longer able 
to bear the defpotic feverity of their chiefs; and 
hence this fedition was called the Ruflic war) or 
the war of the {'eafants [b]. But it is al[o certain, 
that this motley crowd was intermixed with num-
bers, who joined in this [edition fi·om, different 
motives, fome impelled by the filggefi:ions of 
f'nthufiatil1, <lnd others by the profligate and odious 
VIew of rapine and plunder, of mending fortunes 
ruind by extravagant and diffo}ute living. ,At 
the firft breaking out of this war, it feemed [0 

have been kindled only by civil and political 
views; and agreeable to this is the general tenor 
of the Declarations lnd Mcmi/ejloes that were 
publiihed by thefe rioters. The claims they 
made 'in thefe papers related to nothing farther 
than the clitninution of the taiks impofed upon the 
Peafants, and to their obtaining a greater mea{ure 
of liberty than they had hitherto enjoyed. Re-
ligion feemed to be out of the q,uefiion; at leaft, 
it was not the objeu of deliberation or debate. 
But no Cooner had the enthuliafi: MUNZER [e] 
put himfelf at the head of this outrageous rab-

[hJ 'rhefc kinds of wars, or commotions. :-triiing from the 
impatience of the Peaf.mts, under the heavy burthens that were 
laid on them, were very common long before the time of Lu~ 
THE R. Hence the autLor of the Dallijh Chromc:e (publiUted 
by the learned L U DEW 1 c,' in the ninth volume of his Rellq. 
M.Slorum, p. 59.) call; thtofe infurreCl:ion; a 'comm~n evil. This 
w,U not appear furprifing t? fuch as conli".." that in moll place~ 
th~ conditIOn of the reat:mts was much more intolerable and 
grlevoi.1S before the reformation, than it is in our times; and 
tha~ the tyranny and c"ueity of the nobility, bef~re that happy 
penod, were exteffivc and infupportable. 

[·1 Or MUNiTllR, as fome call him. 

VOL. IV. F bk) 
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C P. N T. bIe, than the (cl('f' of things changed entirely, and 
s rXc

v
;: I. by the mfti8arion of this man, who had deceived 

nllmbers before this time by his pretended vifions 
and infpirations, the civil commotions in Saxony 
and Thurmgia were foon directed towards a new 
objeet, and were turned into a religious war. 
The ientiments, however, of this feditious and dif
{olute multitude were greatly divided, and their 
demands were very different. One part of them 
pleaded for an exemption from all laws, a licen
tiOtls immunity from every fort of government; 
another, 1efs outrageous and extravagant, confined 
their demands to a diminution of the taxes they 
were forced to pay, and of the burthens under 
which they groaned [d J; another infifted upon a 
new fonn of religious doCtrine, government, and 
worfhip, upon the d1ablit'bmrnt of a pure and un
fpotte~l church, and, to add weight to this de
mand, prctenJed, that it was fuggefted by the 
Holy Ghoft, \\ ith which they were divinely and 
miraculoufly infpired; while a very conhderable 
part of thi3 funous rabble wei e Without any dif
tina view or any fixed purpofe at all, but, infeeted 
with the contagious 1pirit of fedition, and exaf
perated by the feverity of their magiO:rates and 
rulers, went on headlong, without refleCtion or 
furefight, into every aCt: of violence and cruelty 
which rebenion and enthufiafin could fuggeft. 
So that, if it cannot be denkd that many of thefe 
rioters had perverfely mifunderllood the dofuin'! 
of LUTHl:.R concerning Chriftian liberty, and took 
occafion from thence of committing the diforders 
that rendered them fo juftly odiou~) yet, on the 
other hand, it would be a moil: abfurd inftance of 
partiality and injuftlce to charge that doctrine 
with the blame of thofe extravagant outrages that 

[d) There burth('ns were the duties of vaifalage or feudal 
fervices, which, in many rc{peCt9, were truly grievous. 

arofe 
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arofe only from the manifeft abufe of it. LUTHER~ c ~ ,N T. 

himfelf, has indeed fufficiently defended both his s r.~v:: l. 

prillciples and his caufe agamfi:. any fu.ch imp,llta-
tions by the oooks he wrote agamft thIs turbulent 
feer, and the advice he addreffed to the princes of 
the empire to take arms againfi: them. And, ac
cordmgly, in the year 15'25, this odious faction 
was defeated and defi:royed, in a pitched battle 
fought at MulbauJm; and MUNZI:R, their ring-
leader, taken, and put to death (eJ. 

XXIII. \Vhile thi~ fanatical IOfurrettion raO'eu 
in German)', FREDrRIl.K the IVife, elector of Sax~~J, 
departed this 1&. This excellent prince, whole 
charatler was diftingnilbed by an uncommon de
grer- of plllcknce and moderation, had, dll/ mg his 
hfe, been a lort of a medIator between the Roman 
pontlf and the reformer of IVtthmbcrg, aori had 
always ente! tamed the plcafing hope of reJ10nng 
peace in the church, and of fo n:('oncdll1g the coo-
ttodmg parties a<; to p. event a feparatlon eaher 1n 

point of ecclefialhcal JlIrikilcbon or relIglOus com-
mumon. Heme It wa~, lh,lt v.hlle, on the one 
hand, he lii:llle rln 0p~'Olltlon to Lv I HI.R'~ ddign 
of 1 dormmg a con nrt and !Upel aw lUS chlll ell, 
but rather enCOLl! aged hIm I!1 the ext'cutI,m lif 
tIllS pIOUS purpofe; yet, on the other, It l~ re-
mdri.cable, that he Wd~ at no paIns to Intloduce 
any :hange Into the churches that were e(b.bhfhed 
in hiS OWl) dOllllnlOns, nor to fubjeCt them to his 
junfl!letlon. 1 he (KClor J OHl't, • hIS b, other and 
fuecellor, acted In a quIte dlfltrenc manner. 
Convl.,ced of the tl urn of LuTHeR'S doCtnne, and 
perfuaded that It I1luft lole ground and be foon 
fupprdled If the defpotlc authurtty of the k{)m4rt 
pomlf remained Ur.dlfputed and enttre, he, \,\::ith-

[ 8) P £ T III G N OD A L IJ Hifioria df! Sedtttonl! repenft'la Yu/gl. 
~tr(tlu Ruji ("0, ,,14, A. 15 L5, l(m;~rC <tit, f.~ per untvcrja11l jere 

ermalll1111l exerra, Hanl. 1570, In Svo.- See a:.io. ~. 1 j; N· 
ZiLU H1i,r. Riform. tom. 11. p. 33 1• 

F ]. out 

Frederick 
lb. Wife 
01<1, and i. 
(ul~e"ded by 
JOhn, 'S:l.s 
-15:7· 
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C i: NT. out hefitation or delay, aifumed to himfe1f that 
s J.~~~. r. fupremacy in eccleliaftical matt~rs that is the na
___ tura} right of every lawful foverellt'1, and founded 

and eftablifbed a church in his dominions, totally 
different from the church of Rome, in doCtrine, 
difcipline, and government. To bring this new 
and happy eftabliiliment to as great a degree of 
perfeaion as was pomble, this reiolute and aCtive 
prince ordered a body of laws, relaring to the form 
of ecdefiaftical government; the method of public 
worfhip, the rank, offices, and revenues of the 
priefthood, and other matters of that nature, 
to be drawn up by LUTHER and Mrr.ANf'TflON, 

and promulgated by heralds throughout his domi
nions in the year 1.527. He a1fo took care t~at 
the churche'3 fhould evelY where be fupplied wIth 
pioU'l and learned doCtors, and that fueh of the 
clergy as difbonoured religion by their bad morals, 
or \\-ere incapable of promoting its influence by 
their \\ ant of talems, fhould be removed from the 
faCTed funftions. ] he illullnous example ')f this 
eleCt:or was followed by all the princes and ftates 
of Germany, who renounced the papal fupremacy 
and jurifdiC1:ion, and a like form of worfbip, dif
cipline, and government was thus introduced 
into all the churches, which dilYented from th:lt 
of Rome. Thus may the dea-or JOHN be coo
lidered as the fecond parent and founder of the 
Lutheran church, which he alone rendered a com
plete and independent body, diftinft from the 
fuperftitious church of Rome, and fenced about 
with falutary laws) with a wife and well-balanced 
conftitution of government. But a~ the beft ble[
lings may, through the influence of human cor
ruption, become the innocent occaflons of great 
inconveniencies, fuch particularly was the (ate 
of thofe wife and vigorous meafures which this 
eleCtor took for the reformation of the church; 
for, from that time, the religious differences be-

tween 
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tween the German princes, which had been hitherto C E N T. 

kept within the bounds of moderation, broke out s '& ~~~. f. 
into a violent and lafting flame. The prudence, 
or rather timoroufnefs, of FREDERICK the Wife, 
who avoided every refolutc meafure that might be 
adapted to kindle the fire of difcord, had prc:ferved 
a fort of an external union and concord among 
thefe princes) notwithftanding their difference in 
opinion. But as foon as his fucreifor, by the open 
and undifguifed fteps 'he took, made it glaringly 
evident, that he defigned to withdraw the churches 
in his dominions from the jurifdiCtion of Rome,. 
and to reform the doCtrine, difcipline, and 
'Worlhip that had been hitherto eftabhfhed, then 
mdcf'd the fcene changed. The union, which 
was more fpecious than [olid, and which 
was far from being well cemented, was diifolved 
of a rudden, the fpirits heated and divided, and an 
open rupture for med between the German princes, 
of whom one party embraced the Reformation, 
and the other adhered to the fuperftitions of their 
forefathers. 

XXIV. Things heing reduced to this violent The diet of 

and troubled ftate, the patrons uf popery gave in- ~~~~.11l 
timations, that were f.1.r from being amblguous, 
of their intention to make war upon the Lutheran 
party, and to fl.lpprefs by forte a doctrine which 
(hey w,ere incapable of overturning by argument; 
and th,ts defign would certainly have been put in 
executIOn, had not the troubles of l:.urope Jifcon-
certed their meafures. The Lutherans, on the 
other hand, informed of thefe hoftile intentions, 
began alfo to deliberate upon the moft effectual 
n:e.thods of defending themfc1ves againft fuper-
fhtlOn armed with violence, and fl)rmed the plan 
of a confederacy that might anfwer this prudent 
purpofe. In the mean time the diet afi'embled at 
Spire, in the year 15'2.6, at which FERDINAND, 

the emperor's brother, prefided, ended in a man-
F 3 ncr 
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C P; NT., ncr more favourable to the friends of the Re. 
h~Y;: I:formation, than they could naturally expeCt. The 

emperor's ambaifadors at this diet were ordered 
to ufe their moft earn eft endeavours for the [up
preflion of all farther difputes concerning religion, 
and to infifi upon the rigorous execution of the 
feotence th.lt h.ld been pronounced at IVorms 
asainfl: LUTH l,R and hi!> followen,. Ti1e greateft 
part of the Lerman p.-ioct~ app'lred this motion 
with the utmoa refolution, declaring, that they 
could oot tXeCL.Le that fenrer.ct, nor come to any 
determination with relped to the doCtrines by 
which it had been occ,,{ioneJ, btfore the whole 
matter WlS fubmitted to the c02,oizance of a gene
ral council lawfully alTembled; alleg:ng f.nther, 
that the decifion of controverues of thi", natln e be-
10nged ploperly to [ueh a council, and to it alone. 
Thi!> opinlOn, after long and WJI m deba:es, was 
adopted by a great majonty, .lnd, .it length, con
fented to by the whole afft:mbly; tl)l' it w"s una
nimoufiy agreed to prefent a [Qlemn addlefs w the 
emperor, beJecching him to aflembJe, 'Ni~hllut 
delay, a fi"ee and a gent:ral councii; and it was 
alfo agreed, that, in the l11t'an time, the prif'ces 
and ftates of the empire ihould, in tkir refpec
tive dominions, be at libel ty to manage eccle
l1aftical matter!> in the manner tbey fhould think 
the mort expedient; yet fa as to be able to give 
to God and to the ewperor an account of their 
adminiftration, when it 1hould be demanded of 
them. 

The prll
,r.r. of the 
refi"mat·, 11 

after Ih. 
eliet II Spire, 
Hai 

XXV. Nothing could be more favourable 
to thofe whQ had the caufe of pure and genuine 
Chrifi:ianity at heart, than a refolution of this 
"-ature. For the emperor was, at this time, fo 
entirely taken up in regulating the troubled nate 
of his dominions in Fra?lce, Spain, and Italy, 
Which exhibited, from day to day, new [cenes of 
perplexity, that, for [orne years, it was not in his 

power 
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power to turn his attention to the affairs of Ger- C It N T. 
man'tl in general, and ftill lefs to the ftate of I eli- XVI. './ Sit c: T. I. 
gion in particular, w.h~ch wa~ befe~ with dilncul- __ _ 
ties, that, to a polmcal pnnce like CHARLES, 

mult have appeared peculiarly CI itical and dan-
gerous. Befides, had the emperor really been 
pofrefred of leifure to foqn, or of power to execute~ 
a plan that might terminate, in favour of the 
Roman ppntif, the religious diJf)llces which reigned 
in Germany, it is evident, that the inclination was 
wanting, and that CLEMENT VI!., who now fat in 
the papal chair, had nothing to expeCt. from the 
good offices of CHARLES V. For thi:; pontif, after 
the defeat of FRANCIS 1., at the b.ntle of Pavia, 
filled with uneafy apprehenfions of the growing 
power of the emperor 10 Italy, e!lteled into a con-
federacy with the French and the Venetl,lnS againft 
that prince. Ana this meJfure inflamed the re-
feorment and indignation of CHARLI:S to 1uch a 
deg, ee, that he aboli{4ed the papal authority in 
hj~ Spanifh dominions, made war upon' the pope 
in Ita~y, laid fiege to Rome in the year 152.7, 
b1o< .. k.cd up CLEMENT in the came of St. Angelo, 
and expofed him to the moil: revere and contume-
Ii us treatment. '1 hefe critical events, together 
with the liberty granted by the diet of Spire, were 
prudently and indtlftrioufiy improved, by the 
friends of the Reformation, to the aJvantage of 
theIr caufe, and to the augment.ltion of their 
number. Several princes, whom the fear of per .. 
fecution and pUllifhment had hitherto prevented 
f~om lending a hand to the good work, belhg de-
l~vered now from their reftraint, renounced pub .. 
llcly the fuperfrition of Rome, and introduced 
among their fubjeCts the fame forms of religious 
worfhlp, and the fame fyftem of doctrine) that 
had be.en receIved in Saxony. Others, though 
placed In fuch circumftaoces as difcouraged them 
from acting in an open manner againft the inte-

F 4 refta 
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C E N T. rells of the Roman pontif, were, however, far from 
s xvr'

l 
difcovel'ing the fmaBeft oppofition to thofe who 

It C T. • withdrew the people from his defpotic yoke; nor 
did they moleft the private affemblies of thofe who 
had feparated the-mfelves from the church of Rome. 
And in general, all the Germans, who, before 
there rejo/u!ions of the diet of Spire, had rt.:ieClecl 
the papal difcipline and doClrine. were now, in 
confequence of the liberty they e.ljoyed by thefe 
refolutiom, wholly employed in bringing their 
fchemes and plans to a certain degree of coofift
eoce, and in addlOg vigour and nrmnefs to the 
glorious caule in which they were engaged. In 
the mean time, LUT HER and his fellow-labouret SJ 

particul.lrly thofe who were with him at IVittem
berg, by tht'ir wntmgs, theIr inftrutbons, their ad
monitions and counfeh, infpired the timorous with 
fortitude, dllpelled the doubt~ of the ignorant, 
fixed the pnnciples and refolution of the floating 
and inconftant, and animated all the friends of 
genuine ChriftiJnity with a fpirit fuitable to the 
grandeur of their undertakIng. 

Anotb~r XXVI. But the tranquillIty and liberty they en. 
cI", htU at· d' . fIr l' k' 
Sf' 'f, in the Joye , In conleql1ence 0 t le relO UtIOnS ta "en 10 

year 15'9 the fil ft diet of Spire, were not of a long duration. 
~~~~~~: They were interrupted by a new diet affembled, 
I1lnOl"," 01 in the year I 529, in the fame place, by the em
l"Olctloln'" peror, afrer he had appeafed the commotions and 

troubles which had employed his attention in fe
veral parts of Europe, and concluded a treelty of 
peace wIth CLEMINT VII. This prince, having 
now got rid of the burthen that had~ for fome 
time, overwhelmed him, had leifure to dired: 
the affairs of the church; and thIS the reformers 

,foon felt, by a dif.lgreeable experience. For the 
power, wl1lch had been granted by the former 
diet to every prince, of managing ecclefiaftical 
matters' as they thought proper, until the meet
ing of a general council, was now revoked. b~ a 

maJonty 



CHAP. II. Cf.'be HISTORY Of the RUORMATION. 73 

majority of votes; and not only fo, but every c n NT, 

<..hanO'e was declared unlawful that fuoulJ be s E~V;: I. 
inn oJuced into the doctrine, difcipline, or worfhip 
of the eftabliflred religion, before the determina-
tion of the approaching council was ]~nown [1]. 
This decree was juitly coufidered as iniquitous and 
intolerable by the eleCtor of Saxony, the landgrave 
of lftjje, and the other members of the diet, who 
were perfuaded of the neceffity of a reformation 
in the church. Nor was any of them [0 fimple, 
or fo httle acquainted with the politics of ROJJle, 

as to look upon the promifcs of affenlbling 
1iJeC(1!ly a general council, in any other light, than 
a::. an artifice to qUIet the minds of the people; 
fwee It W,lS eaiy to perceive, that a lawful cOI1ncil) 
free ti om the delpotic influence of Rome, was 
the very !aft thing that a pope would gl.mt in 
inch a critical flCuation of affairs. 'l herefore, 
when the pllUce<; and members now mentioned 
found that ail their arguments and remonftrances 
aga,nQ thu, unjllft decree made no impreffion upon 
Ferdinalld [g], nor upon the abetwrs of the 
anCtt:m fupcdlitions (whom. the pOpt'S legate 
anlli.1lte ... l by his preience and exhortations), they 
entered a [olemn protcjl againtt this decree on the 
19th of ApI 11, and appealed to the emperor and to 
a fu:ure council (b]. H~ncc arofe the denomi- . 

nation 

~.,. fJ 1 The refolutioll of the firfr diet of SjJtt e, which had 
b( t n t.tkt'll ,'1/(/111111011(1, \,;;.: rcy"keJ In the iccond, and another 
fub:lttutd ;'1 It, pt\ec by a pl,tJ (jill of ,)Vi" r, \'. hich, as level al 
{)t the rllllt", then prde'lt, ohf.·r\'(~d, ,( lllt! not give to any de. 
cree the fore,: of a law thr""\I~h)lIt the clllpilC. 
~r Cd The ('illperor W.iS ,n nar<el~'}(l, v.hi!c this Jiet was 

hrll ..It ,\plI q fo tl,.!t his brother Fh R ,-' I l'< \ 1. D was prdidcnt 
in his place. 

t:T I})] The prin("e~ of the empire, who entered this proteft. 
and are confeqllcntly to be c'.)nfidcrcd as the Eril protefrant 
FrlnCe5, were JUl:l.,N eleCtor of SaXOil)', GBORC.E ~cEtor of 
RlalttieIZbl4l-g, for F,·an.onia, E ~ >,[ E~T ,lnd FR A NelS dukes of 
L,t1If'lbm g, the l.i.ndgra'lc of d,,ffe, and the prince of .tin b .. It • 

lhcfo 
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C E NT. nation of P~otej1a1tts, which from this period has 
s E~V:: I. been given to thoft" who renounce the fuperftitious 

communion of the church of Rami. 
Lea1u.. XXVII. The dlffenting princes, who were 
:~r:,~dl~:' the protectors and heads of the reformed churches, 
proteft,ulU. had no fooner entered their preteft, than they fent 

proper perfons to the .emperor, who was then 
upon his pafr:lge fi'om Spain to italy, to acquaint 
him with their proctedings in :his ma£ter. The 
miniftt" ,,' employed in thill commiffion, ex('cllted 
the orders tlIey Iud n:cei ved with the greateit re
folution and prtfence of mind, and behaved with 
the fpirit and firn'Defs of the princr's, '" hole fen
tim~nts and condt'c~ they were {ent to jl1Jlify and 
explain. The cmpelllr, .... hole pride v'as wounded 
by tlli~ fOI titude in ptdor:s that d.lrec to orpofe 
hie, dd:gns, order~J thtfc amba(f..ldOl~ to be ap
prche:lded and put under arrdt durir,g fcvcral 
days. 1 he news of this violent fit p was foon 
brought to the pi otdbnt princes, and maGe them 
conclude that thelr perfeJDal fafety, and the (uc
cds of their cauie, l1t"pefll~t'd entll ely UpO'1 their 
courage and concord, the one animated, and the 
other <-emcnted oy a [olemn confederacy. They, 
therefore, held kveral meetings at R(;t, Nurem
btrg, Sma !caM, and other places, in 01 der to de'
ilber<1te upon the means of to! ming fuch a power
ful le.igue as might enal>le them to repel the vio
lence of their enemies L iJ. But [0 different were 

There priJ,res were [ccondd by thirteen imperial towns, viz. 
S tr<ljbltrg, Vim, N urembcl g, C C fijI ana, Rottzngw, IFi,'fdjillm, Mem
mmgen, Nord/flgm, LInd"w, Remplm, Heillrol1, ;F!lJemhurg, an4 
St. Gall. 

It] S(>f' the hiftory of the confeffion of .Augflurg, wrote in 
Germ.mby the learned CH R I ST. AUG. SALI G. tom. i. book II. 
eh, i, p. 128. and mure e(rt'clally another German work of 
Dr. JOACHIM MUJ.LLR, entituled, Hzjforie von der E·vange
iifchcn Stan.fe Plottjlallon gegen dm Speyeifchen ReuhJab}(heid 
'Von 15-19, .lippellatlon, &c. publifhed at 7e1l" ill +to. in the 
year 1703' 

8 their 
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their opinions and views of things, that they could 
come to nf:) fatisi:l\~1.ory conclufion. 

XX V I 11. Among the incidents that promoted 
ani1nofity and dlr,o! c1 petween I the friends of the 
Ref 01 mation; and preveIJted that union that was fo 
much to be defired hetvveen perjon~ embal kt'C\ in 
the fame good LHlj~, the pi inupal one \'.',is the 
dtlpute t llat h d al ifen between the divines of Sa:amy 
and ,"witzerialld, concern1l1g the manner of Chritt's 
prelc-f:ce in the euchariji. To terminate rhi, con
tloverly, l)HILIP, jall(~_;rave of !lejfe, invited, i~ 
the veal' 109, to a 1O.lfl'rence :.It N/a1-purg, Lu
THl,R and"ZUI'lGLE, together 'Nith (orne of the 
Jlh . .\re eminent do{[orf>, who adheJ cd to the re
fptEtt·.e P,\l ties d tllele cont('odmg chiefs. This 
exp"lltnt, willch W'b defi;;ned by that truly mog
nm,im()uJ plim:t', not 1'0 mud. to end the rnatte-r 
bv kn.ll lk !ntt', a, to accommodate difre:-enc~s 
by tht' reco"cdlll~ fplrlt of clnrity and prudence, 
was nnr artt j ,Jed \\ ah the fdutary fi ult!> rll.lt were 
expC':kd fru,ll It. The dIvines th3t were affem
bltJ fc)r thh pacific purpoft'difputed, during four 
days, in IllLtt-'l'::e of the landgrave. I be PJlocipal 
cilan,p;ons in theJe debatef> we! e Lv 1 IlLR, who 
attacked OECIlLAMPADn,s, and MELAN(;TII01l<, 

who dIlpLlted agJ.infl: ZU1NGLE; and the contro
Verry tUrned upon iever<ll points of theology, in 
relation to ~hich the Swifs doctors were fuppofed 
to em:-! tam erroneous fenciments. 1- or Z U INGLE 

was a:Cll!ed of herefy> not only on account of 
his explication of the n.Hure and defign of rhe 
Lorcl,'s Supper, but alfo in conft>quence of the 
;al~e notion; he wa:, fuppof-:d to have adopted, re
lating to the divinity of C hrift, the efficacy of the 
dlv:n,e word, original fin, and lome other parts 
of tt,e Chriitian doctrine. This illufhious re
former cleared himfelf, however, Ifrom the greatetl: 
pa:t of thefe accufations, with the moft triumphant 
C::Yldence, and in fuch a manner as appeared en-

tirely 
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tirely fam[acrory, even to LUTHER himfelf. Their 
diffenfion conce:ning the manner of CHRI'n's pre
fence in the eucharlil. frill remained; nor could 
either of the contending parties be perfuaded' to 
aba.ndun, or even to modify, their opinion of that 
matter [k]. The only advantage, therefore, that 
rdulted from this conference, was, that rht' jarring 
doCtors formed a fott of truce, by agreeing to a. 
mutual toleration of their refpeCtive fentiments, 
and leaving to the difpofal of Pro"idence, and the 
effeCts of time, which fometimes cools the rage of 
pa ty, the cnre of their divifionc:;. 

Th, d:et of XXIX. The milliiters of the churches, which 
.dugfY.,g. had emb13CtLi the fentimer..ts of LuTHER, were 

preparing a new emb.lfly to the empelor, when an 
account was recei V\~d of a defign formed by that 
prince to come into Germany, wit;} a vIew to ter
minate, in the approaching dlC[ at ./lug/burg, the 
religious dijfJlJte~ tl1at had produced fuch ani
mofities and divifions in the empire. CHARLES, 

though long abfent from Germany, anu engaged in 
atf,lIfs that left him little It ifure tor tlw{)1()8ical 
dlfquifitions, W,l~ neverthe1ef~ attentive to thefe 
difputes, and forefaw their confequences. He 
had alfo, to his own deliberate rctlexions upon 
thefe difpLltes, added the councils of men of 
wifdom, fagacilY, and experience, and was thus, 
at certain fealons, rendered more cool in his 
proceedll1gs, and more moderate and Impartial in 
his opinion both of the contending parries and of 
the merits of the c.lUfe. 1 Ie tiIer,·fore, in an in
terview with the pope at B%Klla, infiitrd, in the 

, 
tk 1 v A I,. ERN. 1,0 E' C II E R I H,;/hlla lJlb'UU1'1 ZIller Lutbfr01101 

tt Krjormatos, t0nJ. i. lib. i. cap. \ I. p. 14 3.-HE1' R. Bu L LIN. 

<. ~ It I lfljlOIll! Collcqult l11m·pUI.en:fr, in J o. CON R. F U E S SL IN'S 

COdJI"ldllOIl. mtituled, Bl)t'agen 'Zur ScI'1t'fl'Zcr Reformat. GeJ
<h"hll', tom. iii. p. 156. Sec! alfa the PI :face, p: So.-As R. 

SCUI TE fI .!',"/f,,/. RtJ~rmat. ad .1. 1529.-RuDOLPH. Hos. 
1'INIAr..r HIJiol. Sa<l'a,:lcntar. par. n. p. 72, &c. 

moil: 
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moft ferious and urgent manner, upon the neceffity C E N T. 

l ' 1 '1 H' XVI, of affemb 109 a genera councl. IS remon- SEC T, I. 

ftrance!> and expoilulation!. could not, however, 
move CLEMENT VII., who maintained with zeal 
the papa~ ~rerogative!:» reproached the emper~r 
with an tIl-Judged clemency, and alleged that It 
was the duty of that prince to fupport the church, 
and to execute fpeedy vengeance upon the obftinate 
beretical faCtion, who dared to call in queftion 
the authority of Rome and its pontif. The em-
peror was as little affected by this haughty dit:-
courfe, as the pope had been by his wife remon
ftrances, and looked upon it as a mOlt iniquitous 
rhing, a meafure alfo in direct oppofition to the 
l:::ws of the empire, to condemn, unheard, :lnd to 
deftroy, without any evidence, of thell demerit, a 
fet of men, who had always approved themfelves 
good citizens, and had deferved well of their 
country in ft'vrral refpetl:s. Hitherto, indeed, 
it was not ealy for the emperor to f(mn a clear 
idea of the matters in debate, fi.'nce thel e was no 
regular fyfiem as yet compofed, of the doctrines 
emlJlaced by LUTfJER and his followers, by which 
their real opiniom, anu the [rlle caufes of their 
oppofition to the Roman pontif, might be known 
with certainty. As, therefore, it was impoffible, 
without fome declaration of this nature, to ex-
amine with accuracy, or decide with equity, a 
matter of fuch high importance as that which gave 
rife to the divifions between cile votaries of Rome 
and the friends of the Reformation, the eleCl:or 
of Saxon) ordered LUTHER, and other eminent 
dIvines, to commit to writing the chief articles of 
their religious fyftem, and the principal points in 
which they differed from the church of Rome. 
~UTHER, in compliance with this order, Jc-
jlv~red to the elector, at 'l'orgaw, the feventeen 
artl~les) whi::h had been drawn up and agreed 
on In the conference at Sulzbach in the year 15'29. 

and 
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and hence they were called the artiC/u til 'I'oy'gaw 
[I]. Though thefe articles Wt'rc dttmed by Lu
THER a fufficient declaration of the felltllnent!> of 
the reforme! s, yet it wa~ judged proper to enlarge 
them i and, bv a judiciou:. Jet,ill, to gIve p<::rlpi
cuity to their argument!>, and thereby ttren:;:;th to 
thtir caufe. It was tillS con fidel .!C; n that eng'lged 
the proteftant princes, afTemb1ed ar CObUl g and 
",tug/burg, to employ MLLANC f,-tON in exttnding 
theft.: .drtzeit's, in which impol t:tnt work he {hewed 
a due regard to the cou[)fel~ uf Lv .'HLR, and ex
pretTed his fentllnents and dotb Ine v, nh the gl eatdl: 
elegance and pcrl!:w'uity. And tlll1\ ("lme forth to 
public view the famolls {Oll(t'/Jioll o/Aug/hurg, which 
did foch honour to tLe "Cl,re judgn,ent and the 
eloquent pen of Mu. \N"THO~. 

XXX. During tt't'ie tl wic,ctiolls in Germany, 
the d,twn of truth aroie upon othel n:ltlOr,s. 1 he 
light of the re'ormatlon ipr('ad ltlelf fIr ar.d wide; 
and almoft all the Lu,ope,m It':es welcclTl.ed Its 

falutary beam~, and exulted in the l'rorp~tl of an 
approaching delzvelance from the yuke \.,f tl'[Jer
ftltion and (piritual dell) ltlii-n. Some of the l1Iuft 
confiderable ptOvince~ 0" Europe h ~ll already bloke 
their chain<;, and openiy withdra~n rhemftlves 
from the difcipline of Rome and the junfdlfbun of 
its pontif. And thus It appears tlut CLLMU, l' v II. 
was not. impelled by cl f:tlfe aLlrm to den land of 
the emperor die (peedy exril pation of the re
formers, fince he. had tIl; juftdt J eate)! ~ to apl-'re
bend tile deftrucbon o( 1m ghoftlyeOlp1!e. 1 Le 
reformed religion was propag.'.L 1 in ,~:cedm, foon 
after LUTHER'S rupture with l'(Gmc, by one of his 
difciples, whofe name was OLAOS P£TRI~ and who 

(I] See C HR. AUG. I-h: u '" ANN I D'ff. de lemtate Aug.jlantlf 
C01lJ'./f. Ii! S),lloge Dtffirt. 1. he~;(Jg (,1(. tvlD. i. p. 14.-Jo. 
J 0 A C H • M U L I. E R HtjiDria Prote.JiauMu; and the other wrilers, 
who have treated either of the Reforma,tlon in general. or of 
the confeffion of dugjburg in particular. 

was 
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was the firft herald of religious liberty in that 
kingdom. The zealous efforts of this miffionary 
were powerfully feconded by that valiant and 
public-fpirired prince, GUST AVVS VASA ERICSON, 
whom the Swedes had raifed to the throne in the 
place of CHRISTIERN, king of Dmmclrk, whofe 
horrid barbarit}' 1011 him the fccptre chat he had 
perfiJioufly ufurped. This generous and patriotic 
hero had been in exile and in prifon, while the 
brtltifh UilJrper, now mentioned, was involving 
his countr}' in dtfolation and miiel"y; but having 
efcaped fi-om his confinement and taken refuge at: 
Lubec, he was there inftruCted In the principles of 
et.e Reformation, and looked t1pOn the doCtrine of 
LuTHER, not only as agreeable to the genil1!> and 
fpirit of the Gofpel, but alfo as favourable to the 
temporal frate and political conftitution of tb" 
Swedifh dominions. The prudence, hDwever, of 
,h;s excdl~nt pI ince was equal to hi~ zeal, and ac
companied it always. And, as the religious opi
nions of the Swedes were in a fluCtuating [[clte', 
and their minds divided between their anCIent fu
perititioflS, recommended by cUltom, and the 
doCtrme of LUTIHR, which attract"d their aJTent 
by the power of conviCtion and truth, GUSTAVUS 
Wifely avoided all vehemence and precipitation ill 
fpreading the new doCtrine, and proceeded in this 
important undertaking with circumfpeCtion, and 
by degrees, in a manner luitable to the principles 
of the- Reformation, which are diametrically 
oppofite to compulfion and violence [m J. Accord-

ingly, 

I:)- (m 1 This incomparable model of prince~ gave many 
proofs of his wtidom and mod" ::tion. Once, while he ",as 
abfept from Sloc/JJolm, a great number of G~rman ar.abaptifts, 
pro~ably the notous dif6ples c,f lviullZl!r, arrivC'd in that city, 
ca.rned thl:lr fananci.frn tD the hi"~leit e!>tremitles, nulled down 
Wlt.h fury the images and o,he~ ornaments of th'e: churches, 
wlule the Lutbrrllns chlft'mbkd their femimenb of this riot in 
cxpec:lation that the ftorm would turn to their adl'antagr. But 
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ingly, the firft objet!: of his attentioQ was the 
inftrut!:ion of his people in the facred doB:rines of 
the Holy Scriptures, for which pUfpafe he invited 
into his dominions feveral learned Germans, and 
fpread abroad through the kingdom tRe Swedith 
tranfiation of the Bible that had been made by 
OLAUS PETRI [n]. Some time after this, in the 
year 1526, he appointed a cOI~ference, at Upjal, 
between this eminent reformer and PETER GAL
LICS, a zealous defender of the ancient fuperftition1 

'in which thefe two champions were to plead pub
licly in behalf of their refpeCtive opinions, that it 
might thus be feen on which fide the truth 
lay. The difpllte, in which OLAUS obtained 
a lignal viCtory, contributed much to confirm 
GUSTAVCS in his perfuafion of the truth of 
LUTHER'S doCtrine, and to promote the progrefs 
of that doCtrine in Sweden. In the year fonowing, 
another event gave the finithing ftroKe to its 
propagation ard fuccefs, and this was the affem
blyof the flates at lVe/leraas, where GCSTAVlIS 
recommended the doctrine of the reformcI s with 
fuch zeal, wifdom, and piety, that, after warm de
bates fomented by the clergy in genera], and much 
oppofition on the part of the bifhops in particular, 
it was unanimullf1y refolved, that the plan of 
reformation propoii.:d by LUTHER ihOllld have 

GUSTAVUS 110 foonffl" returned to Stockholm, than he ordered 
the leaders of thck fanatics to be fcizt.d and pUIIi{jJcd, and 
coycred the Lutherans with bitter reproaches fur 1I0t hJ.vin 7 

op)'ofed thefe fanatics in time. , ., 
C [n] It is very remarkable, and fl,ews the equity and can~ 

dour of GUSTAVUS in the moll: fi:rikil'g point of light, that 
while he ordered 0 L A V S to publilh hi, h ,pral tra"JfiatiolJ of the 
facred writings. he gave permiffion at the lame time to the arch· 
bifuop of Up/ai, to prepare allother verfioo faited to the doCtrine 
of the church of Rome; that, by a careful comparifon of both 
nanfiations with the original, an eaficr acc~f, might be opened 
to the truth. The bilhops at firft oppofed this order, but were 
at length oblised to fubmit. 

free 
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free admittance among the Swedes [0]. This re- C E " T. 
. h fi r. d XVI. folution was principally oWlOg to t e rmnelS an S & C T. J,. 

rnagllanitnity of GUSTAVUS, who ?eclared pub-
licly, that he would lay down hiS fceptre and 
retire from. his kingdom, rather than rule a people 
enllaved to the ordas and authority of the pope, 
and more controlled by the tyranny of their 
bifuops, than by the laws of their. monarch [p J. 
From this time the papal empire In Sweden was 
entirely overturned, and GUSTAVUS declared head 
of the church. 

XXXI. The light of the Reformation was alfo 10 D",,,,.,-I. 

received in Denmark, and that fo early as the year 
I 5'1. I, in conftquence of the ardent ddire difco-
vered by CHRISTIAN or CHRISTIERN II., of having 

C [0] It was no wonder indeed that the hifhops oppo(ed 
warml/ the propofal afGu ST A vus, finee there was no country 
in Europe, where that order and the clergy in general drew 
greater temporal advantages from the fuperilition of the times 
than in S'l.ucden and De_arl. The mofr of the hiiliops hlld 
revenues fuperior to thofe of the fovereign. they po1Te1Ted 
caillcs and fortrefI'es that rendered them independent on the 
crown, enabled them to excite commotions in the kingdom, 
and gavt' them :l degree of power that was dangerous to the 
Rate. They lived in the mofr difi"olute luxury and overgrown 
opulence, while the nobility of the kingdom 'Nrre in mifery 
and want.-The refolution formed by die frates, afI'embled at 
/f''!fltr .. aJ, did no.t fo much tend to regulate points of doCl:rine 
as to reform the difcipline of the church, to reduce the opu
lence and authority of the bilhops within their proper bounds, 
to rellore to the impoverifhed nobility the lands and po1Teffions 
that their fuperftitious 'aneetlors had given to an all-devouring 
clergy, to exclude the prelates fl'om the fenate. to take from 
them their eaiUes, and things of that llature. It was howevet 
refolved at the fame time, that the church lhould be provided 
with able pallors, who fhould explain the pure word of God to 
the people in their native tongue; and that no ecclefiatlical 
prefermenu lhould be granted without the king's permiBion. 
Th.~ was a tacit and gende method of promoting the Refor
matiV'!. 

Ip) B:"ZI! Inveirladu1fI Eule;' SlI«fJ-GotW. publifhed in 4.to 
~t '7Icopnrg,1n 16+:t.-SCV1.T E fI Anna1es Evangllti Reno'Vatl, 
In VON DEI. H.UI,T Hiflor.Liter. Refor11lAt. partY. p. 84 et 110. 

-RAYIfAL. AIrIClIQ/(s HtjI. Pf,l:ti'l*es et Militairls. tom. i. 
part II. p. I. &c. 

VOL. IV. G his 
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C E 1f T. his {1,lbjetts inlhutled in the principles and 
S ix.:v: .1. doctrines of LuTHER. This monarch, whofe 

fa'Va~ and infernal cruelty (whether it was the 
effect of natural temper, or of bad counfels) 
rendered his name odious and his memory execra
ble, was Ileverthelefs defirous of delivering his 
dominions from the {uperftition and tyranny of 
Rome. For this purpofe, in the year 1520, he 
fent for MARTIN REINARD, one of the difciples 
of CARLOSTADT, out of Saxony, and appointed 
him profe!for of divinity at Hafnia; and after his 
death, which happened the year following, he 
invited CARLOST ADT himfelf to fill that important 
place, which he accepted indeed, but neverthe. 
lefs" after a 1hort refidence in Denmark, returned 
into Germany. The1e difappointments did not 
abate the reforming fpirit of the Danifu monarch, 
who uied his utmofr endeavours, though in vain, 
to engage LUTHER to vifit his dominions, and 
took feveral freps that tended to the diminution, 
and, indeed, to the fuppreffion of the jurifdicl:ion 
exercifed over his fubjeCts by the Roman pontif. 
It is, however, proper to obferve, that in all 
thefe proceedings CHRISTIERN II. was animated 
by no other motive than that of ambition. It was 
the piio[peCt of extending his authority, and not a 
zeal for the advancement of true reJjgjon.l that 
gave life and vigour to his reforming projects. 
His very aCtions, independently of what may be 
conduded from his known character, evident1y 
fh~w that he protected the religion of LUTHER 

with no other view than to rife by it to fllpremacy 
both in church and fbte; and that it might afford 
him a pretext for depriving the biihops of that 
overgrown authority and thofe ampJ~ poifeffions 
~hith they had gradu.llly ufurped [q], and of ap-

(q) See Jo. GRAMMlI DiJl: de Rrjort'latlone Dani,-e Ii 
Chr!fiirr71o fentlua, in the third volume of the Scriptores Socul. 
Scimttar. Hafniuif. p. J .-9°. 

propriating 
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propriating them to himfelf. A rtvolutiM prO- C £ NT.' 
duced by his avarice, tyranny, and cruelty, pre- s .. ~~I: t. 
ventt!d the execution of this bold eNterprize. The ... 
States of the kingdom exafperated, (orne by the 
fchemes he had laid fot defrr<rying the liberty of 
Denmark, others by his attempts to abolifh t~ 
fuperftition of their ancdtors [r], and all by hIS 
favage and barbarous treatment of thofe: who 
dared to oppofe his avarice or ambitioIl) formed 
a confpiracy againft him in the year J 52], by 
which he was depofed and banilbed from his do-
minIOns, and his uncle, FREDERIC duke of 
Holjlein and Sldwic, placed on the throne of Den· 
mark. 

XXXII. This prince conducted matcer!i with Th; P'I""L 

h 
. d . KreIS (1 tne 

muc mc·re e-qUlry, pru ence, and modePtlOn, R.rorm~. 
than his predcce[for had done, He permhted the ""h"" ."1(/,u F 

•• t e reJ~n:::o 
proreitant doctors to preach publtcly the opIOlans ~ ,dent and 

of LUTHER [S J, bllt did not venture fo far as to Chnlhrn 

h l.. • 1· Ill. change t e ehablifhed government and difclP me 
of the church. He contributed) however, ~reatl1 
to tne progrefs of the ReformatIOn, by h~s fuc
('ef~ful attCl.lpt5 In favow of religious Itberty, at 
the alTembly of the ftates thal was held at OdmJee 
in the year J 5 27. For it was here th.it he procureti 
the publicatIon of that famous ediCt, which de
clared every fubjed of Denmark free, eIther to 
adhere to the tenets of the church of Rome, or to 

[r] See for a conj;rmation of this part of the accu(;1.tion. a 
Cunous piece, containing tile reafons that induced the fiates 
of Dmnj('," to renounce their II.Ilegiance to C H R 1ST III It N II. 
This pIece is to be found w the fifth volume ck Lu D EWI 0" 
~Qmpllatl\m. entItled Re/;1U1t£ MStorllm. p. ,15. 1(1 which 
(p. 311 .) the ltates of Dffltnar~ exprefs thelr difpleafute at the 
fO/al favour lbown to tht! Lutherans. in the following [f'rms ~ 
Lutb!rQnn: hdmjis lul/alDI'It. (Ollll/"a JUs PZCttUnt1fjlU, ZII 'e.rflllln 
Mjil"llm tatholzeum mtrv,lItxlf. dfY.lorem Ca~Djiatilwn, /1f'1#1II1I1II 
Luther, atbkta"., ,,,~rl'VtI. , 
C (IJ See Jo. MOL !.!!), I Cimbrza Llltr4ft1.. tom. ii. p, S86.

AlllST. OLIV" .. u f/ttQ Faull Elur. p. loS.-EltlCI POltl

TOPPlllANl 4'1t11a/n E.clcjit8 Da>:"", tom. iii. p. 119' 
G 2. embrace 
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C 'I 111 T4 embrace the doD:rine of LUTHER [I]. Encouraged 
• Ii ~~~. I. by this refolution, the proteftant divines exercifed 

the funCtions of their miniftry with fuch zeal and 
fuccefs, that the greateft part of the Danes opened 
their eyes upon the aufpicious beams of facred 
JY.>erty, and abandoned graduaHy both the 
doCl:rines and jurifdiCl:ion of the church of Rome. 
But the honour of finifhing this glorious work, of 
deftroying entirely the reign of fuperftition, and 
breaking afunder the bonds of papal tyranny, was 
referved for CHRISTIERN III., a prince equally 
diftinguifhed by his piety and prudence. He 
began by fuppreffing the defpotic authority of the 
bilhops, and by reftoring to their lawful owners a 
great part of the wealth and poffeffions which the 
church had acquired by the artful ftr:"t:agems of 
the crafty and defigning clergy. This fiep was 
followed by a wife and well-judged fettlement 
of religious doctrine, difcipline, and woribip, 
throughout the kingdom, according to a plan laid 
down by BUGENHAGIUS, whom the king had. fent 
for from Wittemberg to perform that arduous t:l.fk, 
for which his eminent piety, learning, and mode
ration rendered him peculiarly proper. The af
fembly of the fiaees at Odenjee, in the year I53}, 
gave a [olemn fancUon to all thefe tranfactions; 
and thus the work of the Reformation was brought 
to perfection in Denmark [uJ. 

XXXIII. It 

fOt (t] It was farther added to this ediCt, that no perron 
fhould be molefted on account of his religion, that a royal pro
teaion lhould be granted to the Lutherans to defe11d them from 
the infults and malignity of their enemies; and that eccle
fiaftics, of whatever rank or order, lhould be permitted to 
enter into the married ftate, and to fix their refidence wherever 
they thou~ht proper, without !lny regard to monafteries or 
Dther religIOUS 'focieties. 

(u] EUCI PONTOPPIDANl, fee a German work of the 
learned PONTOPPIDAN, entitled, .A Compmtiio., vit'W if tbl 
Hijlory of the Reformat;," ;11 D",marlt, publilhed at Luke in 
8vo, in '734; as alfo the .dtm"I,s Eulefol Dtmir" of the 

famo 
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XXXIII. It is however to be obferved, that, in C EN 1'. 

the hiftory of the refurmation of Sweden and Den- s !.xcv~: J. 
mark, we mull: carefully diftingnifh between the 
reformation of religious opinions and the reform- ~o:i:ot
ation of the epifcopal order. For though thefe oblcrved 

two things may appear to be clofdy conneCted, ~~:~ ;;tbe 
Yet, in reality, they are fo far diftinCt, that either "formation 

J". .A d of S.."d ... of the two might have been completely tranlal.;~e and Dell-

without the other. A reformation of doctrine ",.rk. 

might have been effeCted without diminifhing the 
authority of the bifhops, or fuppreffing their 
order; and, on the othel' hand, the opulence and 
power of the bifhops might have been reduced 
within proper bounds, without introducing any 
change into the fyftem of doCtrine that had been 
fo long eftablifhed, and that was generally re-
ceived [w 1. In the meafures taken in thefe 
northern kingdoms, for the reformation of a cor-
rupt doCtrine and a fuperftirious difcipline, there 
was nothing that deferved the fmaJleft cenfure: 
neither fraud nor violence were employed for this 
purpofe; on the contrary, all things were con-
duCteu with wifctom and moderation, in a manner 
fuitable to the diCtates of equity and the fpirit of 
Chriftianity. The fame judgment canlJot eafily 
be pronounced with refpeCt to the methods of pro-
ceeding in the reformation of the clergy, and 
more efpecially of the epifcopal order. For here, . 
fame author, tom. ii. p. 790. tom. iii. p. 1. - HEN R. Mv H LI us 
de Reformat. religioms til 'VlCtlllS Dantd! reglon/hus et potzlJimum in 
Cl1l1hrla, in ejlls Dz.ffirtauonihus HzJiorzco.crheologulS, p. 14. 
Kdl'IE, 1715, in 4to. 

o ['W] This obfervation is not worthy of Dr. M os It E J M'S 

(agacity. The ftrong connexior. that there naturally is be
tween fuperftitlOus ignorance among thp people. and inAuence 
and power in their fpiritual rulers, is tw evident to /land in 
?ecd of any proof, A good clergy WIll or ought to hay!: an 
In8~nce, ~ confequence of a refpetiable office adorned with 
lcarm~g, pIety. and morals; but the power of a licentious and 
d~~potlc cler~y can bt' only fupported by the blind and fu!'er
ftitiOUS credulity of their flock. 

G 3 certainly, 
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certainly, violefJce was ufed, and the bifbops were 
deprived of their honours, privileges, ind pof
feffions, without their confent; and, indeed, oot
withftanding the greateft ftruggles and the warmeft 
oppofitioll [x]. The truth is, that fo far as the 
reformation in Sweden and Denmark regarded the 
privileges and poifeffions of the bi!hops, it was 
rather a matter of political expediency than of 
religious obligation; nay, a change here was be
cOJ]1e fo neceifary, that, had LUTHER and his 
doCtrine never appeared in the world, it muft 
have been neverthelefs attempted by a wife le
gifiator. For the bifhops, by a variety of perfi
pious ftratagems, had got into their hands [uch 

o [x] What doe~ Dr. MOSH F I ~l mean here r did ever a 
u(urper give us his unjuIt poifdflons without reluClance? does 
rapine conftiwte a right, when it is maintained by force? is it 
unlawful to ufe viol;nct againfr extort;ont']'s! The qUf'ftion 
here is, wht'ther or no the bifhops acfel ved the fevere treat
ment they received from C H R I S rr L R N II 1.? and Ou" author 
feems to anfwer this qUI'fl:ion in the affirmative, and to declare 
this treatment both juil: and neccl[dry in the following part of 
this feClion. Certain it is, that the bilhops were tl eated with 
great feverity, depaCed from their fees, imprifom:d on account 
of their refiftance; all the church-lands, towns, and fortrelles. 
annexed to the r:rown, and the temporal power of the clergy 
for ever abolilhed. It is alfo Certain, that L u r HER himfelf 
looked upon thefe meafures a5 violent ann exceffive, and even 
wrote a letter to eH R 1ST 1 h R N, exhcrting him to ufe the clergy 
with more lenity. It is therefore proper to decide with mode
ration on this fubjeCl, and to grant, that, if ~he infolence and 
ficentioufnefs o( the clergy were enormflUI, the refentment of 
the Danilh monarch may have been exccffive. Nor indeed was 
his political prudence here fo gnat as Dr. Mos H L I io'I feems to 
reprefent it; for the equipoife of government was hurt, by a 
total fuppreffion of the power of the bifhops. TQe nobility 
acquired by thi~ a prodigjous degree of inRllt:l1ce. al,d the 
crolVn loft an order, which, under proper regulations, might 
have been rendered one of the ftrongeft fupports of Its prero
gative. But difquifitions of this nature are foreign to Ollr 
~urpofe. It is only proper tc obferve, that, in the room of 
the bifhops, eM R 1ST .I! R. N ere.ued an order of men, with the 
denomination of juperintendantI, who performed the fpiritual 
part of the epifeopaJ office. without £haring the leaD: £hadow 
of temporal authority. 

9 enormous 
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enonnoos treafures, {uch ample po{feffiGM~ (0 ~ E IlfT. 
many .cafties and for:tified towns, and had atrumed s ,~~: f. 
fueh an unlimited and defpotic authority, that 
they were in a condition to give law to the 
fovereign himLe1f~ to rule the nation as ~her 
thought proper; and, in effect, already abufcd 
their power fo far as to appropriate to themfelves 
a conflderable part of the royal patrimony, and of 
the public revenues of the kingdom. Such there-
fore was the critical ftate of thefe northern king-
doms, in the time of LUTHER, that it became 
abfolutely necelfary, either to degrade the bilhopi 
from that rank which they dilhonoured, and to 
dFprive them of the greateft part of thoie pof-
feHions and prerogatives which they had fo un-
juftly acquired and fo licentioufly abufed, or to 
fee, tamely. royalty rendered contemptible by its 
weaknefs, the fovereign deprived of the means of 
proteCting and fuccouring his people, and the 
commonwealth expofed to rebellion, mifery, and 
ruin. 

XXXIV. The kingdom of France was not inac- Therifeand 

bl h " h f h r" progrefs of 
Ctlli e to t e hg tot e RelOrmatlOn. MAR-' thereforma-

CARET queen of Na'varre, filter to FRANCIS I., ~nnjn 
the implacable enemy and perpetual rival of r/lnu. 

CHl.RLES V., was extremely favourable to the 
new doCtrine, which delivered pure and genuine 
Chriftianity from a great part of the fuperftitions 
under which it had fo long lain difguifed. The 
aufpicious patronage of this iIluftrious princefs 
encouraged feveral pious and learned men, whofe 
religious fentiments were the fame with her'S, to 
propagate the principles of the Reformation in 
F,"al1.e, and even to ereCt fever-al proteftant 
churches in that kingdom. It i., manifeft from 
the moil: authentic records, that, fo early as the 
year 1523, there were, in feveral of the provinces 
of th~t country, multitudes of per[ons, who had 
conceived the urmoft averfion both againft the 

G 4 doCtrine 



C E N' 'r; cIoa:rine and tyranny of Rome" and among theft', 
I. ~V':: I. many perfons of rank and dignity, and even fome 
--- of the epifcopalorder. As their numbers increafed 

from day to day, and troubles and commotions 
were excited in feveral places on account of reli
gious differences, the authority of tbe monarch 
and the cruelty of his officers intervened, to fup
port the doCtrine of Rome by the edge of the fword 
and the terrors of the glbbet; and or. this occafion 
many perfons, eminent for their piety and virtue, 
were put to death with the moft unrelenting bar
barity [y]. This cruelty, infread of retarding, 
accelerated rather the progrefs of tne Reforma
tion. It is neverthelefs true, chat, under the 
reign of FRANCIS 1., the reftorers of genuine 
Chriftianity were not al ways equally fuccef~ful and 
happy. Their fitllation was extremely uncertain, 
and it was perpetually changing. Sometime') they 
feemed to enjoy che aufpicious fbade of royal pro
teCtion; at others they groaned under the weight 
of perfecution, and at certain feafons they were 
forgot, which oblivion rendered their conrlition 
tolerable. FRANCIS, who had either no religion 
at all, or, at beft, no fixed and confiftent fyftem 
of religious principles, conduCted himfelf towards 
the proteftants in fuch a manner as anfwered his 
private and perfonal views, or as reafons of policy 
and a public intereft feemed to require. When it 
became neceffary to engage in his caufe the 
German proteftants, in order to foment fedition 
and rebellion againft his mortal enemy CHARLES V., 
then did he treat the proteftants in FranCf' with 
the utmoft equity, hllmanity, and gentlenefs; 
but fo foon as he had gained his point, and had 
no more occafion for their fervices, then he threw 

[y] See 13Ezh. HijJoire des Eglifes Re.fol-mees de France, tom. i. 
livr. i. p. 5.- BE NOI'T. HtjI~/re de l' EdIt de Nanfl.1.1ivr. i. p. 6. 
-CHRIST. AVG. SALIG. Htjlor. Auguft. COnfejJiDll, vol. ii. 
P·190 • 

off 
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off the mafk) _ and appeared to them in the afpelt C' E N' T. 

of an implacable. and perfecuting tyrant [z]. s r.~v~: L 
About this tlme the famous CALVIN, whofe 

charaCter, talents, and religious exploits, we {hall 
have oecafion to dwell upon more amply in the 
courfe of this hiftory, began to draw the attention 
of the public, but more efpecially of the queen 
of Navarre. He was born at Noyon in Picard), 
on the loth of July 1509, and was bred up to 
the law [a], in which, as well as in all the other 
branches of literature, then known, his ftudies 
were attended with the moft rapid and amazing 
fuccefs. Having acquired the knowledge of re
ligion, by a diligent perufal of the holy fcriptures, 
h~ began early to perceive the necemty of re
forming the eftablilhed fyftem of doCtrine and 
worfhip. His zeal expofed him to various perils, 
and the connexions he had formed with the friends 
of the Reformation, whom FRANCIS I. was daily 
committing to the flames, placed him more than 
once in imminent danger, from which he was de
livered by the good offices of the excellent queen 

t::l" r z] The inconfifiency and contradiction that were viii. 
hIe III the conduct of FR A N CIS 1. may be attributed to V'lIrious 
reafon". At one time, we fee him refoIved to invite ME· 
LANCTfiON into France, probably with a view to pleafe his 
fifter the queen of Na·varre, whom he loved tenderly, and who 
had ftl"ongly imbibed the principles of the proteftants. At 
another time, we behold him exerciling the moil: infernal 
cruelty towards the friends of the Reformation, and hear him 
making that mad decl~ration, that, if he thought the 6Iood in 
his arm 'WaJ tainted 'Wtlh the Lutheran herejj, he 'Would ha'TI( it 
cut off; and that he 'Would not Jpare ('TIm hiJ O'Wn childrm, if 
they entertained jentimmts cOlltrary to thoJe of the catholic church. 
See FLOR. DE REMOND, Hift. de la Nai.J1ance et du Progres de 
l'Herefte, livr. vii. 

Q [a] He was originally de1igned fot the church, and had 
a~ual!y ?btained a benefice: but the light that broke in upon 
hIS rehgl0us fentiments, as well as the preference given by his 
father to. the profeffion .of the law, induced him to ~ve up his 
eccIefialhc vocation. which he afterwards reflUllcd 1n a purer 
church. 

of 
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ef Na'Uarre. T.o efcape the impenping ftor01, he 
retired to Baji/, where he publilbed his Chriftian 

--- ittfJitutions j and prefixed to them ,that famous 

And in the 
other a.tes 
01 Europ •• 

dedication to FRANCIS I. whid. has attracted 
univerfally the admiration of fu(ceeding ages, 
and which was defigned to foften the unrelCllting 
fury of that prince, againil: the proteftants [b]. 

XXXV. The inftances of an oppofition to the 
doctrine and dilcipline of Rome in tlae other Euro
pean ftates, were few in number, before the diet 
of Augjburg, and were too faint, imperfeCt, and 
ambiguous to make much noire in the world. Ir~ 
however, appears from the moil: authentic te£l.i
monies, that, even before that pel iod, the 
doCtritle of LUTHER had made a confiderable1 

though perhaps a teeret, progrefs in Spain, Hun
gary, Bohemia, Britain, Poland, and the Ntthi,
lands, and had, in all thefe countries, many friends, 
of whom feveral repaired to ;Vittemberg, to im
prove their knowledge and enlarge their views 
under fuch an eminent malter. Some of thefe 
countries openly broke afunder the chains of fll
perftition, and withdrew 'themfdves, in a public 
and conltitlltional manner, from the iurifdiEtion 
of 6\e Roman pontif. In others, a 'prodlgiolls 
number of families received the light of the blc1Ted 
Reform.uion, rejeCted the doarines and authority 
of Rome; and, notwithftanding the calamities and 
perfeelltions they have fuffered, on account of 
their femiments, under the fceptre of bigotry and 

C [h] This paragraph, relating to CALVI!'!, is added to 
Dr. MOSHEIM'S text by the tr,lJ)i1ator, ""ho wa' furprized to 
find, in a Hillory of the Reformation, fuch late mention made 
of one of its mo/!; di!1-inguilhcd and remarkable infi:rurnent'; a 
m~n \whofe extenfive genius, flowing eloquence. immen[e 
learning, extraordinary penett,uion, indefatigable indultry~ 
and fervent piety, placed him at the head of the reformers; all 
of whom he furpaffed. at lea/!;, in learning and parts. as he 
al[o did the moll of them, in obllinacy, afperity, and turbu
lence. 

fuperftition, 
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fuperfiition, (:ootinue frill in the profeffion of the c ~ 111 T. 
pure do~rlne of Chnftianity; while in other, frill s ?'eV!: I. 
more unhappy, lands, the moft: barbarous tortures, --_ 
the moft mfernal [pint of cruelty, together with 
penal laws adapted to .{hike terror into the firmeft 
minds, have exttnglllfhed, almoH: totally, the 
light of religious truth. It is, indeed, certain, 
and the Roman catholics themfelves acknoVviedge 
it without heiltatlon, that the papal doctrmes, 
jurifdiCtion, and authority, would have fallen lOCO 

ruin in all parrs of the world, had not the force 
of the fecular arm been (,l1Jployed to fupport this 
tottering edifice, and fire and [word been let loofe 
upon thofe who were alfailing it only with reafon 
and argument. 

C HAP. III. 

~ he llijlory of the Refortnalion, from the time tbat 
the coifej}ion of Augfburg was p14ented to the 
emperor, until the commencement of tbe war which. 

Jucceeded the leag:., of Smalcald. 

I. CHARLES V. arrived at Augfourg the 15th Thuoll' 
of "tune 1530 and on the 20th day of femon of 

_ J' , • Aug/bur, 
the iame month, the diet was opened. As it was prelented to 

unanimoufiy agreed, that the affairs of religion Charles V. 

fhould be brought upon the carpet before rhe de
liberations relating to the intended war with the 
Turk~, the protejtant members of this great alfem-
bly received from the emperor a formal permif-
fion to prefent tQ the diet, on the 2.5 th of June, 
an account of their religious prinCiples and te-
nets. In confequence of this, CHRI'iTlAN BAYER, 

chancellor of Saxony, read, in the German lan-
guage, . in preknce of the emperor and the aifem-
bled pnnces, the famous confe1Iion~ which has been \ 

fince 
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C E N T. fince diftinguilhed by the denommation of the 
s ::!', I. tfJl1/ejjien of .Attg/bltrg. The princes, heard it ~ith 

the deepeft attention and recollection of mmd ; 
it confirmed fome In the principles they had em
braced, furprifed others, and many, who, before 
this time, had little or no idea of the religlOus 

The nature 

-' fentiments of LUTHER, were now not only con
vinced of their innocence, but were, mOl cover, 
delighted with their purity and f:mplicity. The 
copies of this confejJion, which, after being read, 
were delivered to the emperor, were figned and 
fubfcribed by JOHN, elector ofEaxony, by [('If 

princes of the empm', GEORGE, marquis of B· an
dtnburg, ERNEST, dnke of Lunenburg, P, rLIP, 

Iandgrave of Hejfe, WOLFGANG, prince of /Jnhalt, 
and by the imperial cities of Nuremburg and Reut
lingen, who all thereby folemnly declared their 
affent to the doCtrmes contained In it [c J. 

and (Ontenu 
of .he con
foll,on of 
.4~lfour,. 

II. The tenor and contents of the confemon of 
Augfourg are well known; at lea1t, by all who 
have the 1inaIJeft acquamtance with ecclefi.1ftical 
hiftory; finee that confemon was adopted by the 
whole body of the proteflants as the rule of their 
faith. The ftyle that reigns in it is plalO, elegant, 
grave, and perfpicuous, fuch as becomes the na
ture of the fuqject, and fuch as mIght be expeCl:ed 
from the admirable pen of MELANCTHON. The 
mailer was, undoubtedly, fupplied by LUTHER, 

who, during the diet, refided at Coburg, a town 

(c L There is a very voluminous hill:ory of this diet, which 
was pubIifhedin the year J577, in folro, at Fra71ifort on OdeI', 
by the laborious G EO II. (; E C EL E < fI N r. The hiftory of the 
CoifejfiQn of .AlIgfourg was compored, in Latin, by DAVID 

C H Y T R}F us. and more recently, in German. by ERN. 

SOLOM. CYPII.IAN and CHltISTOPHI!R. AUG. SALIG. The 
performance of the latter is rathrr, indeed, a hiftory of the Re
formatIon in general. than of the COlfjrf/ion if .AlI?:fourg in par-
ticular, That of Cy P II. I A N is more coneiie and elegant, and 
is e.!'nfirmed by original pieces, wluch ale equally authentic and 
curIOUS, 

I m 
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in the neighbourhood of Augfourg; and, even the C It 11 T. 

form it received from the eloquent pen of his col- s K~V~. I. 
league, was aut~orifed in. confequence of ~is appro- . 
bacion and advIce. ThIs confef1101I contams twen
ty-eiO"ht chapters, of which the greateft part [d] 
are ~mployed in reprefenting, with perfpicuity 
and truth, the religious opinions of the protef-
tants, and the reft in pointing out the errors and 
abufes that' occafioned their feparation from the 
church of Rome [eJ. 

III. The creatures of the Roman pontif, who The Rom •• 

were prefent at this diet employed JOHN FABER c.tholicut-.. , tempt..a re ... 
afterwards bithop of Vienna, together with ECKIUS (utlllun of 

and another doctor, named COCHLAWS, to draw ~~:,,:fe{.. 
up a refutation of this famous confeffion. This .dugJburg. 

pretended refutation having been read publicly in 
the affembly, the emperor demanded of the pro-
teftant members that they would acquiefce in it, 
and put an end to their religious debates by an 
unlimited fubmillion to the doc1rines and opinions 
contained in this anfwer. Bur this demand was 

[d] Twenty-one chapters were fo employed; the other 
feven contained a detall of lhc error~ and lllperfiitions of the 
<;hurch of Rome. 

r.r [c 1 It is ifroper to obferve here, that, while the Lu
theram prefented their COnfeJli011 to the dIet, another excellent 
Rf11lot:lrance of the fame nature was aJdrdfed to this auguft 
alfemb1y by the <;ities of Sirafourg, Conjlance, jUemtngen. and 
Lznda'W, which had rejeCted the errors and jurilihttion of 
Rome, but did not enter into the Luthelan league, becaufe they 
adopted the opinions of Z U I N G L £ in relation to the eucharift. 
The declaration of thefe four towns (which wab called the 
'Tetrlll/oft/an ConfeJlian, on a<;<;ount of their number) was drawn 
up by the excellent MAR TIN B U C E R, aud was confide red as 8. 

maO:erpiece of reafoning and eloquence, not only by the pro
tellants. but even by feveral of the Roman-catholics; and 
a?,ong others by Mr. DUPIN. ZVIHOLI! alfo fent to this 
diet a private confeffion of his religious opinions. It is how
ever remarkable, that t~ough BucER. compared a feparate Re-
11Ionflrll1lu, yet his name appears among the fubfcribers at 
SmakalJ, in the year 15.37, to the confeBion of 4.g/hrt. 
and to Mli LAblCT HOIf', defence ofit. 

far 
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C E 'N T. far from being complied with. The protelbnts 
s ::!', J, declared, on the contrary, that th~y were by, no 
--- means fatisfied with the reply of their adverfanes, 

and earneftly dc-fired a copy of it, that they might! 
demonftrace more fully its extreme infufficlCncy 
a!1d weaknefs. This reafonable requeft was re
fufed by the emperor, who, on this occaGon, as 
wen as on feveral others, !hewed more regard to 
the importunity of the pope's legate and his party, 
than to the demands of equity, candour, and 
juftice. He even interpofed his fupreme 
authority to fufpend any further proceeding in 
this matter, and folemnly prohibited the publi
cation of any new writings or declarations thac 
might contribute to lengthen out thefe religious 
debates. This, however, did not reduce the pro
te/lants to filence. The divines of that commu
nion, who had been prefene at the diet, endea
voured to recolleCt the arguments and objeCtiQns 
employed by F jl BE R, and had again recourfe 
to the pen of MELANCTHON, who refuted 
them, in an ample and fatisfaCtory manner, in a 
learned piece that was prefented to the empC'ror 
on the 22d of September, but which that prince 
refufed to receive, This anjwer was afterwards 
enlarged by MELANCTHON. when he had ob
tained a copy of FAllER'S reply, and was pub
liihed in the year 153 I, with the other pieces 
thnt related to the doCtrine and difcipline of the 
Lutht'ran church, under the title of A dr/mee of 
the confejjiOlZ of Augfourg. 

Delihm- IV. There were only three ways left of bring. 
tlons con .. 
cernlD" the ing to a conduGon there religious differences, 
mb elh(odd ~o which, it was, in reality, moO: difficult to reeon-
eue HI ...... • 

terminating clle. 1 he tidt and the moil: rational method was, 
~~:!::~:n- to g~ant to t~of~ \~h? refufed to fubmit to the 
fiona. doanne and jtlflfdlCtlOn of Rome, the liberty of 

following their pri.\1ate judgment in matters of 
a religiOUS nature, th-e privilege of ferving God 

according 
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according to the dictates of their confcience,. and C E W T. 

all this in fuch a m~ner that the public tranquil- S E ~~: f. 
liey Jhould not be dlfturbed. The fecond, and, i 

at the fame time, the fhorteft and moft jniqui-
tous expedient, was to end thefe diffenfions by 
military apoftles, who, [word in hand, fhould 
force the proteftants to return co the bofom of the 
church, and to court the papal yoke, which they 
had fo magnlmimouOy thrown off their necks. 
Some thought of a middle way, which lay equal-
ly remote from the difficulties that attended the 
two methods now memi(lncd, and propofed that 
"1 reconciliation fhould be made upon £.11r, candid, 
a'1d eqUItable terms, by engaging each of the con-
tending parties to temper their zeal with mode-
ration, to abate reciprocally the ngour of their 
preten(ion~, and remit fome of their refpeaive 
claim~. '1 his method, which feemed ag't'eable 
to the dictates of reafon, charity, and jufbcc, was 
highly approved of by feveral WIle and good men, 
on both fides; but it was ill-fuited to the arro-
gant ambition of the Roman pontif, and the fu-
pel ftitioll" Ignorance of the times, which beheld 
with horror, whatever tended to introduce the 
f weets of religious liberty, or the extJ elfe of pri-
vate judgment. The iecond method, even the 
ufe of VIOlence, and the terrors of the fword, was 
more agreeable to the [pirit and fentiments of the 
age, and was peculiarly fuited to the defpotic ge-
niUS and fanguine counfe!s of the court of Rome; 
but the emperor had prudence and equity enough 
to make him reject it, and it appeared fuocking 
to thofe who were not loft to all fentiments of juf-
tice or moderation. Tht third expedient wa~ 
the~erore moll: generally approved of; it W,lS pe-
~uharly agreeable to all who were zealous f{)r 11e 
tnterefts and tranquillity of the empire, nor did 
t~e Roman pontif feem to look upon it either 
with averfion Dr, contempt. Hence variou~ con-

fen:nces 
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C E NT. ftrences were held between perrons of eminence, 
s ;VI. I piety, and learningj who were chofen for that 
• CT. • purpofe from both fides, and nothing was omitted 

that might have the leaft tendency to calm the 
animofity, heal the divifions, and unite the hearts 
of the contending parties [f]; but all to no pur
pofe, fince the difference between their opinions 
was too confiderable, and of too much impor
tance, to admit of a reconciliatio,. I t was in 
thefe conferences that the fpirit and charaeter of 
MELANCTHON appeared in their tfue and genuine 
colours; and it was here that the votaries of 
Rome exhatHl:ed their efforts to gain over to their 
party this pillar of the Reformation, whofe abi
lities and virtues added fuch a luftre to the pro
teftant eaufe. This humane and gentle fpirie 
was apt to fink into a kind of yielding fofmefs 
under the influence of mild and generous treat
ment. And, accordingly, while his adverfaries 
foothed him with fair words and flattering pro
mires, he feemed to melt as they fpoke, and, in 
fome meafure, to comply with their demands: 
but when they fo far forgot themfelves as to make 
\lfe of imperious language and menacing terms, 
then did MELANCTHON appear in a very different 

a:T [f] As in the confeffion of Augflurg there were three 
forts of articles, one fort orthodox, and adopted by both 
~des; another that coniilled of certain propoiitiom, which 
the papal party confidered as ambiguous and obfcure; and a 
third, in which the doctrine of L U THE R was entirely oppofite 
to that of Rome; this gave fome reafon to hope that, by the 
menns of certain conceffions ..and modifications, conducted 
mutually by a fpirit of candour and charity. matters might be 
accommodated at lalL For this purpore, {eleCt perrons were 
appointed to carryon this falutary work, at lint feven from . 
each party, conflfting of princes, lawyer., and divines, which 
Dumber was afterwards reduced to three. LUT HER'S obftinate. 
ftubborn, and violent temper, rendering him unfit for healing 
clivifions, he was not employed in thefe conferences, but he 
was conftantly confulted by the proteftant party; and it was 
with a \'iew to this that he reSided at C,[,grr. 

point 
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point of light; then a fpirit of intl'f'pidity, ardor, c IS N To. 
and independence animated all his words and ac- s XVI. I 

• 'I CT. • 

tions, and he looked down wIth co!ltempt on the ---
threats of power, the frowns of (ortune, and the 
fear of death. The truth is, that, in this great 
and good man, a fofc and yielding temper was 
joined with the moll: inviolable fidelity, and the 
moO: invincible attachment to the truth. 

V. This reconciling method of terminating the The r~(ult 
1" d b be h fi' d f' J'b ofthefe re IglOUS e aces, tween t e ncn s a I erty tonfuenm. 

and the votaries of Rome, proving ineffectual, the 
latter had recoU/ fe to other meafures, which were 
fuiced to the iniquity Qf the times, though they 
were equally difavowed by the dictatt"s of reafon 
and the precepts of the gofpel. Thefe meafures 
were, the force of the fecular arm, and the autho-
rity of imperial ediCts. On the 19th d,lY of N 0-

vember, a fevere decree was iffued out, by the 
exprefs order of the emperor, dUI ing the abfence 
of the Heman and Saxvn princes, who were the 
chief fupporters of the protdhnt c,wfe; and, in 
this decree, every thing was manifeflly adapted to 
dejeCt the fi i~nd~ of religious IdJc. t y, If \\ "- except 
a faint and dubious prorrn[e of ('flt'dglng the pope 
to affemble (in about fix months after the frpara-
tion of the dIet) a general council. The dIgnity 
and excellence of the papal religion are extolled, be-
yond meafure, in this partial decree, a new de~ree 
of fev/nty, and force added to that which had been 
publifhed at Worms againft LUTHER and 1m adhe-
rents; the changes that had been introduced into 
the doctrine and difcl~line of the proteftanr 
,,:hurches, feverely cenfured; and a folemn order 
addreffed to the princes, Hates, and cirie~, thac 
had thrown off the papal yoke, to return to their 
duty. and their allegiance to Rome, on pain of in-
curnng the indignation and vengeance of the em-

VOL. IV. H peror~ 
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perorj as the patron and protector of the 
chlm:h (g]. 

VI. No fooner were the elector of Saxony and 
the confederate princes informed of this deplora
ble iffue of the diet .of Augfourg, than they affem
bled in order to deliberate upon the meafures that 
were proper to be taken on this critical occafion. 
I n the year 1530, and the year following, they 
met, firft at Smalcald, afterwards at Franc/art, and 
formed a [olemn alliance and confederacy, with 
the intention of defending vigorouOy their reli
gion and liberties againft the dangers and en
croachments with which they were menaced by 
the ediCt of Aug/burg, without attempting, how
ever, any thing, properly fpeaking, offenfive 
againft the votaries of Rome. Into this confede
racy they inviterl the kings of England, France, 
and Denmark, \\ith feveral other repub.ics and 
frates, and left no means unemployed thar might 
tend to con oborate and cenlent this impOI tant 
alliant~ [h J. Amidft thefe emotions and pt'epa-

rations, 

~ [g] 'fo give the greater degree of weight to this edict it 
was refolved, tint no judge, who refufed to apprm e and {uu
fcribe its contents, Ihould be admitted into the impcri~1 cham
ber of SpIre, wInch is the fupreme court m GCrtI.a".y. The 
emperor alfo and the popiili princes-engaged themfdv(~ to em
ploy their united forces in 01 der to mamtam its aUlhomy, and 
to promote its execution. 

q [h] L U THE R, who at lirft feemed averfe to this confe
deracy, from an applehenflOn of the calamities and troubles it 
might produce, perceiving at length its neceffity, eonfented 
to it; but, ul1eh,lt;tablv, as w~Jl as imprudently, refufed com
prehemIing in it the fdlowers of Z U 1 N G L i am{,l".g the Swifs, 
together \\ ith thll German fiates or cities, which had adopted 
-the fentiments and confcffion of Bu c E R. And y'=t we lind 
that the cities of Vim and Al,gJbllrg had embraced the Refor
n'ation on the principles of :tv 11\ G 1 E.-In the invitation ad. 
,lrelTed co 1-IE N R Y V 11 I. kiC'g of Eng/anti, whom the confede
rate princes wer..: willing to declare the head and prote80r of 
their league, the following thing-s were cxpre{sly ftipulated 
l1r:lGllg Icvcr;tl others: r.:iz.. That the king ihouJd encourage, 
promote, and maintain the true doctrine of ea 1ll ST, as it was 

contained 
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rations, which portended an approaching rupture, C " N T. 

&he deEtor Palatine, and the eleCtor of Menlz, S E ~v;: I. .. 
offered their mediatifn, and endeavoured to re- • 
concile the contending princes. With refpeCl: to 
the emperor, various reafom united to turn his 
views towards peace. For, on the one hand~ he 
~ood in need of fuccol1rs againft the Turk, whi<;h 
the proteftant princes refufed to grant as long as the 
editls of Worms and Augflurg remained in force; 
and, on the other, the election of his brother FER-

DIN AND to the dignity of king of the Romans, 
which had been concluded by a majority of votes; 

contained in the confellion of AlIgjbul'g, and oef-:nd the 
fame at the next general council ;-that he Ihould not aglee to 
any council fummoned by the bilhop of Rome, but ptoteft 
:zgdinfr it, and neicher ft omit to its decrees, nor [ulfer them 
to be refpeCled in his donlinions ;-that he Ihould n"ver allow 
tl.e Roman pontif to have any pre-eminence or jurifdiB:ion in 
his dominions I-that he IhouJd advance 100,000 crowns for 
the ufe of the confederacy, and double that fum if it became 
neceifary; all which artl(Jcs the confederate princes .were ob
liged equally to oblerve· on their part. To thefe demands the 
kmg allf.ver,·rl. immedi:ttdy, in a manner that was not fatisfac_ 
tory. He declared, that he would maintain and promote the 
tl ue doctrine of C H R 1ST; but, at tht: faml' time, as the 
true ground of that doB:rine lay only in the Holy Scripture., he 
lVould not acerpt, at anyone's han:!, what Ihould be hi!: faith, 
Of that of his bngdoms, and therefore defired they would fend 
over lea'ned m;!n to confer with him, in order to promote a 
religious union between him and the confederates. He more~ 
over dc:\ared himfelf of their opinion with refpeCl to the 
meeting of a free general council, promifed to join with them, 
in all fuch councils, for the <l.cfence of the true doClrine; but 
thought the regulation of the ceremQilia1 part of religion. 
being a matter of indifFere:-.ce, ought to be left to the choice 
of each fovereign for his own dominions. After this, the king 
gave them a fecond anfwer more full and fatisfaEtory; but 
upon the faU of queen .A. NNE, this neg~41tion came to no. 
thing. On the one band. t1t,e king grew cold, when he per
c:ive? that the confederates could. be 'of no longer fervice 10 
him In rUPP9rting the validity of his marriage; a.nd. on the 
other, th~ Gertnan princes were fenfible that they could never 
f~cceed "':t~ HlI N a 1"., Imlefs the> would allow hjm an abfolute 
diCiatop!hip In mat~ of religi9n. 

H ~ at 
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C E NT. at the diet of Colo!:", in the year 153 I) was con
S!:~v!. I. tefted by the f:\me princes as contrary to the fun

damental laM of the empire. 
The peace VII. In this troubled ftate of affairs many pro
bf Nurtm- jecb. of reconciliation were propofed, and, after 
"g. various negociations, a treaty of peace was con

cluded at Nuremberg, in the ye-ar J 532, between 
the emperor and the proteftant princes, on the 
following conditions; that the latter fuould fur
nilli a fubfidy for carrying on the war againft the 
Turk, and acknowledge FERDIN AND lawful king 
of the Romans; and that the emperor, on his parr, 
ibould abrogate and annul the edlE\.~ of Worms 
a'nd AugjJ;urg, and allow the Lutherans the free 
and unmolefted exelcl[e of their rfligious doctrine 
and difcipline, until a rule of faith was fixed 
either in the free general council that was to be 
affembltd in the fpace of fix months, or in a diet 
of the empire. The apprehenfion of an approach
ing rupture wa<; fcarcely removed by tim agree
ment, when JOHN, elector of Saxo'')', died, and 
was fucceeded by his fon J OEN 1:< REDER 'CK, a 
prince of InvinCible fortitude and magnanimity, 
whofe reign was httle better than a contmued 
fcene of dllappointments and calamities. 

Acollocil VIII. 1 he religious tl uce, concluded at Nu
exyetled in rember]!, infiIJlred with new vibuour and refolution 
YUIll ~ 

all the fl iends of the reformation. I t gave ftrength 
to the feeble, and perfeverance to the boJd. I~n
couraged by it, chofe who had been hitherto only 
feeree enemic!:. to che Roman pontlf, fpurned now 
his yol~e publicly, and refufed to (uumit to his 
impel iOtls JunfJlt'tion. This app:ars from the va
riam cities and provinces in Ger11letny, which, 
about tIn" time, bol...1ly enlifted themfelves under 
the ItllgiollS ftanJald" of LUTHER. On the other 
hand, as all hope of terminating the religious de
bates that divided Europe was founded in the 
meeting of the genel al council, which had been 

fo 
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fo folemnly promifed, the emperor renewed his c E N T. 
earn~ft requefts to CLEMENT VII., that he wo~ld s !~v:: I. 
haften an event that was expected and dell red WIth --_ 
fo much impatience. The pontif, whom the 
hiilory of paft councils filled with the moil uneafy 
and difcouraging apprehenfions; endeavoured to 
retard what he could not, with any decency, ab-
folutely refufe [i]. He formed innumerable pre-
texts to put off the evil day; and his whole con-
duCt evidently ihewed, that he was more defirous 
of having thefe religious differences decided by 
the fi)rce of arms, than by the power of argument. 
He indeed, in the year 1533, made, a propofal, 
by his legate, to affemble a council at AIantua, 
Piacentia, or Bologna; but the protefl:ants refu[ed 
their confent to the nomination of an Italian (;oun-
cil, and inGil:ed, that a controverfy, which 'had 
its rife in the heart of Germanv, thould be decided 
within the limits of the empire. The pope, by 
his ufual artifices, eluded his own promife, dif
appointed their expectations, and was cut off by 
death, in the year 153+, in the midO: of his 11:ra-
tagt'ms [kl 

IX. His iuccelfor PAUL III. (eemed to thew 
lees reluCtance to the alfembling a general coun
cil, and appeared even dlfpofed to comply with 
the defires of the emperor in that refpe.:t. Ac
cordingly, in the year 1535) he exprefied his in
clination to convoke one at Mantua; and, the 

C Ii] Beiides the fear of feeing his authority dimini!hed 
by a general council, another reaf0n engaged C I. EMil N'r V II. 
to avoid an alTembly of that nature; for being con(cious of 
the illegitimacy of his birth, as F R AO P AU I.O obfcrves, he had 
ground to fear that the COLON N AS, or his other enemies, 
might plead this circumll:ance befor" the council, as a Teafon 
for h!s excJufion from the pontificate; finte it might be well 
fJuelhoned. whether a baJlard could be a pope. though it i. 
known, from many inftances, that a profligate may. 

[k]. Se~ an ample aCCOU'1t of every thing relative to this 
councd. m 'I.". p" t1 LO" Hijiory if thl COWl(iJ if Cf'rmf. 
book I. 

year 
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year following, aA:l1ally fent circular letters for 
that purpofe thrOt1gh all the kingdoms and ftates 
under his jurifdittion [lJ. The proteftants, on 
the other hand, fully perfuaded, that, in fuch a 
council [m], all things would be carried by the 
votaries of Rome, and nothing concluded but what 
fhould be agl eeJ.ble to the fentirnent~ and ambi
tion of the pontif, affembled dt Smatcald in the 
year 1537. And there they protefted folemnly 
againft fuch a partial and corrupt council as that 
which was convoked by PAUL III.; bur, at the 
fame time, had a new Jummary of their doarine 
'drawn up bv LUTHER, in order to prefent it to 
the affcmbled biihops, if it was required of them. 
This fiJrnmary, which was diftinguiihd by the 
title of th~ Artic!t's of Smalcald, is genera1\y joined 
with the creeds and confdIions of the Lutheran 
church. 

X. Dtlrin()' thffe tranf.1Et:ions, two remarkable o 
events happened, of which the 011e was m(·ft de-
trimental to the caule of J eligion in general, to 
th:::t of ~hc Reformation in PJ.ltlcular, and pro
duced, in Germ/ln, civil tul1lults and commo
tions of the moit horrid kind; while the other 
was mOl c falnt dry in its confequences and effeCts, 
and ftruck at tbe very root of the papal authority 
and dominion. '1 be former of thele events was 

r::T [I] Thil council w~s fummoned, by PAUL HI., to a[. 
[c'11blt at N/,/r'la, on the 23d of May, 1537, by a bull ilfued 
out the 2d ot J llnc of the preceding year, Sev~ral obfiac!es 
prc\ented it) meeting. Fred~llck, duke o[ .Malltua, was not 
much inclined tel receive at ouce [0 many gue/l~. and [orne of 
them turbltlent one" mto the place of hIS rcfidenq;. 

C· [m) That i" m a counCIl alremblecl bv the authority of 
t1.:: ,p.)pe alone, and thn aHo in Itt,l~; two clfcumllances that 
!!lull: have !;reatly contributed to gIve P A \.I L Ill. an undue in
fluence in that alfernoly. Th(" protefl:ants maintllined, that 
the emperor and the other Chrill:ian princes of Europe had a 
right to be flutborztatnely concerned in calling a general coun
l il; and th'lt [0 much the more, as the Roma.n ponti.f was 
eVIdently one of the partic~ in the preient debate. 

a new 
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a new fedition, kindled by a fanatical and out- C F N T. 

rageotls mob of the anabaptifls; and, the latter, Sa ~:I: I. 
the rupture between HENRY VIII. kmg of E1;g-
land, and the Roman pontif, whofe JunfdiCtion 
and fpiritual fupremacy were publicly renounced 
by that rough and refolute mOllarrh. 

In the year 1533, there came to A11mfler, a 
city in JVejlphalia, a certJin numbeF of anabaptrjls, 
who furpaffed the refl of that fanatical tnbe in the 
extravagance of their proceedings, the frenzy of 
their difordered brains, and the madners of their 
pretenfions and projects. They gave themfdves 
out for the meffcngcrs of heav("n, invefled with a 
divine commilOon to lay the foundations of a new 
government, a holy and fpintLlal emp'l'c, and to 
dtftroy and overturn all tempor J.I rule and amho
rity, ali human and political tnfiitutions. B.wIng 
turned all thIngs into ('onfufion and uproar in the 
city of Munfler by this feditious and extrJV.1g4nt 
declaration, they began to ereCt a new republic [11], 
cOflfimnable to their abfurd and chimerical notions 
of religion, and committed the admintll:ration of 
it to JOIl"T DOCKHOLT, a taylor by profeflioll, and 
a native of Leyden. Their reign, however, was 
of .1 iliort duration; for, in the ye<.lr 15 3~, the 
city was befieged and taken by the bifhop of 
lvlun./ler, affifted by other German princes; this 
fanatical king and his wrong-headed aflociates 
put tn death in the moll: terrible and ignominious 
manner, and the new hierarchy defhoyed with its 
furiolls and extravagant founders. Thi!J difi)fderly 
and outrageous conduCt of an halJdful of an.lbap
tifts, drew upon the whole body heavy marks of 
difpleafure from the greateft part of the European 
princes. The fevereil: laws wer". enaCted ag<linft 
them for th'e fecond time, in confequence of which 
the innocent and the gu;lty were involved in the 

[n] This fanatical eftablifhment they diftinguifhed by lh.: 
title of the New JeruJalfm. 

H + fam~ 
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fame terrible fatt", alld prodigiotls numbers de
voted to death in diP moft dreadful forms [0]. 

XI. The pilbrs of papal defpotifm were at this 
~;~a:e~r;. time '!haken in England by an event, which, at 
DOunees the firfi, did not feem to promife filch important 
{p",tual ju- confequences. HENR Y VII I., a prince who in 
"fd,8:'on .~ 
and lupre- vices and in abilities was furpaifed by nont" who 
"'at, of the r. d hr' h' d h . h Romanpon- lwaye t e lceptre In t IS age, an' w 0, 10 t e 
kif. beginning of thefe religbus troubles, had oppofed 

the doctrine and views of LUTHER with the utmoft 
vehemence, was the principal agent in this great 
revolution [p]. Bound in the chain3 of matI imony 
to CATHARINE of A,ragon, aU'1t to CHARLES V., 
but, at the fame time, captivated by the charms 
of an illuftrious virgin, whofe name was ANN A 

BOLEYN, he ardently de{ired to be divOiced from 
the former, that he might render lawful his pallon 
for the latter [q J. For tIlis putrafe, he addreifed 

himfelf 

[aJ HERMANNl IIAMMELMANNI H.J!nrut EcdcI rma!, 
E'UangdlJ prr 111.;Ferlorem S"XOIlUl1ll et H'':flpbal. part II. p. 1196. 
opp.-Dii PRINTZ Spmmr:n lftjloTtd1 Allalap!. C J(, XI, Xli. 

P·94· a Thi, [Cl: was, m procers of time, c<mliderably reformed 
by the nllmiiry of two Fneilander6, U]; no .md J\,Ir: N NON, ",110 
purified it from the cntlll1iiaftie, {cdltwu', and atrociolls prw
ciples of its nrll founuers, as will be feen in the progrefs of 
tillS hillory. 

g::j' [p] Among the various portraits that have been given 
by hiftorians of HE N R y VIII., there i~ hOlle that equal; the 
maJl:erlyone drawn by Mr. HUME, in his Htjfory of Englar.d. 
under the hOllfe of Tu DaR. This great painter~ whofe 
colourmg. in other fubjects, is fomenmes more artful 
than accurate, has catched from nature the {hiking lines 
of HEN R Y'S motley charaCter, and thrown them ineo a compo. 
fition, in which they appear with the g\'eatell truth, fet out 
with all the powers of expreffion. 

C [ql From Dr. MOSHEIM'1i mannerofexpreffinghimfe1f. 
an uninformed reader might be led to conclude, that the charms 
of ANN A BOL E Y N were the 011& motive that engaged HI! N It Y 

to diffolve his marriage with CAT Ii A 1l. I ti I!. But this teptefetl
tation of the matter is not accurate. The king had enterwued 
{cruples concerning the legitimacy of h~s marriage, before his 
acquaintance with the beautiful and unfortunate AN N A. Con-

verfant 
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himfelf to the Roman pontif CLEMENT VII., in C '£ tor'T. 
order to obtain a dilfolmion of his marriage with s XVI. 

I: C T. I. 
CATHARINE, alleging, that a principle of reli- ---+ 
gion reftrained him from enjoying any longer the 
fweets of connubial love with that princefs, as fhe 
had been previouOy married to his elder brother, 
AR THUR, and as it was repugnant to the divine 
law to contraCt wedlock with a brother's widow. 
CLEMENT was greatly perplexed upon this occaGon, 
by the apprehenfion ctf incutring the indignation 
of the emperor in cafe his decifion was favourable 
to H:CNR Y; and therefore: he contrived various 
pretexts to evade a pofitive anfwer, and exhaufted 
all his policy :a.nd artifice to cajole and deceive the 
Englifh monarch. Tired with the pretexts, apo-
logies, vain promifes, and tardy proceedings of 
the Roman ponrifI HENRY had reconrfe, for the 
accompJifhment of his purpofes, to an expedient 
which was fuggefted by the f.1mous THOMAS 

CRANM:CR, who was a fecrer friend to LUTHER 

and his caufe, and who was afterward'! raifed to 
the fee of Canterbury. This expedient was, to de-
mand the opinions of the moft learned European 
univerfi[Jes concermng the fllbjeEt of his fcruples. 
The refult of this meafure was favour.lhle to his 
VIews. The greateft part of the univerfities uc-
verfant in the writings of THOM AS AQ...U I N AS and othel' (chool. 
men, who boked upon the Levitical law as of moral and per
manent obligation, and attentive to the remon!hance, of the 
bifhops, who d.;cbred his marriag:- unlawful, r:lc king was 
611cd with anY;ous doubts, that had made him break oif' all 
conjugal commerce with the qu~en, betore his affecbom had 
bren engaged by any other. This appears by Cardinal 
WOLSEY'S propofing a rnarriag~ between hi~ majeJry and the 
$iller of F RAN CIS 1., which that pliant coultier would neve!' 
have done, had he known that the king's aff.cuons were other
wife engaged. After all. it is very poffil>~f', that the ~e and 
infirmities of C ~ T H A .u N E, rogether with the blooming charms 
of AN N Ii. SOLI! YN, tended mJch to animateHa It R Y'S rcmorfe. 
and to render his confcienoe more {crupulous. See nu It N S T '8 

Htjlory if the Reformatioll. H 11 M i 's Hijloty of the lioufi if 
TUllO., p. 150 • 

9 dared 
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elared the marriage with a brother's widow un
lawful. CATHAIUNE was conftGut'ntly divorced; 
ANNA conducted by a f.mnal malfiage into the 
rOY'll bed, notwithftanding the Temonfi:ances of 
CLEMENT; and the Eng:jjh nation delivered from 
the tyranny of Rome, by HENRY'S renouncing the 
jurifdiction and fuplcillacy of its impel iOlls pontif. 
Soon after this, I-lI::-.rRY was declared by the par
liament and people jupreme lJead, (1/1 earth, of the 
church of EnglLmd, the monafteries were fuppreffed, 
and their revenues applied to other purpoje~; and 
the power and authority of rhe pope were abro
gated and emll ely overturned l;oJ. 

XII. It is however carefully to be obferved here, 
that this downfal of the papal amho: ity in England 
was not produCtive of mmh benefit f::ith-::r to the 
fjoiends or to the caufe of the Rc[.)rm,:tiol1. For 
the j~lInc mon,mll, 'Who hall fa refolutely "ith
dra\vn hilT&lf fioorn the dominion of Rome, yet 
fupenlitlOuOy ret.:lined the greatcft part of its 
errors, along 'With iL, imperIous and perfecLlting 
fpirit. lIe (lill Jdhereli to feveral of the moil 
111onfhous doerl ir~es of popel y, and frequef1rly 
prefented the terror~ of death to thofe who differed 
from him in theIr JeJiglOUS fentiments. Defide,;) 
he confidered the title of Head of the EngliJb. 
cburcb, a<; if it tJ ansfcrred to him the enormous 
power which had been claimed, and indeed 
lJIUrped, by the Homan pontifs; and, in confe
quence of this interpretation of his title, he looked 
upon himfelf as mailer of tht relit:ious fentiments 
of his (ubjeeh, and as authorifed to prefcribe 

r r] Ee/ides the full and a~curate account uf thi~ and other 
impOltalJt events that i> to be found in Bifhop BUR1.!:.T'S coc
cellent HifOI) if tbe RifO! matlol1 rf the ChI/reb oj Ellg/and, the 
CUI ious fl8(lLr will do well to ('(\,dult the records of this memo
rable I evolutlOn in ,V J L K J NS'; ConCiI. Magnd: Bnlannit£ et 
JiI6crntd', tom. iii. p. 4z4.-RAYNAL, An(cdottJ Hi.fl.or/f!u~,> 
PolltlqzltJ, MdualleJ, tom. i. part II. p. 9o.-Gen. DtBzonary# 
at the article Bo L I: Y N • • 

modes 
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modes of faith according to his fancy. Hence it C E N T. 

came to pars, thar, during t~~ life and reign of s E ~~~. J. 

this prince, the face of rehglOn was conftantly 
changing, arid thus refembled the capricious and 
unfteady charaCter of its new chief. The pru-
dence, learning, and aCtivity of CRANMER, arch-
hilliop of Canterbury, who was the Lv-onrire of the 
king, and the friend of the Reformation, coun
teracted, however, in many jnfi-ances, the humour 
and veherncr.ce of this i'lconflant allli turbulent 
monarch. The pious productions amI wile counfels 
of that vener.lbJe p:e1ate dlmini!hed daily the in-
fluence (jf the ancient (ui-le, Hitions, difpclled by 
degrees the mills of ignor,lI1ce th::\t blin,led the 
people ill favour of popery, and i(1CI'ca!t'd conG-
uerablj the number of thofe who \"iJ1lCd well CO 

the RefOrmation [sJ. 
XlII. After the meeting of the cour,cii of.A ","'''' pr~. 

. • Jeer o' P""" NIalltIta was prevented, vanous rnealures were fimion. 

taken, and many fchernes propofed, by the em-
peror all the one hand, and the prote1bnt princes 
on the other, for the reftoration of concol'd and 
union, both civil and religious. But thefe mea-
fmes and prc~lec1s were lmattended with any (olid 
or falutary fruit, and "ere generally clifconcerted 
by the intrigues and artifice of Rome, whofe legates 
and CI eattll es were always lying in wait to blow 
the flame of difcord in all thofe councils that 
feel11ed unfavourable to the ambition of it<; pontifs. 
In the year 15+1, the emperor, reglrdlels of the 
bilhop of Rome, appointed a conference at JForms, Con(.,ence 

on the fulJjeCt of Religion, between per/ons of of Wg,mJ, 

piety and learning ctofen out of each of the con-
tending parties. It was here that MELANCTHO,," 
and ECKW.:l dilputed during the fpace of three 

[s] Belides BUR~' E T '5 Hijh'ry if lh R~(ormalitll, fee N E A L's 
U,jlol')' if the PUn/am, \'01, i. rhap. i. B' J I. . 

Jal'S. 
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C E N T. days [I]. This conference was, for certain reafon5~ 
S K"cv.:: I. removed to the diet which was held at Ratifoo" 
--- that fame year, and in which the principal fubjefr 
~;Qtn~f Ra- of deliberation wa!J a memorial, prefented by a 

perfon unknown, containing a project of peace~ 
with the terms of accommodation that were proper 
to terminate thefe religious differences [u]. This 
conferem:e, however, produced no other effect, 
than a mutual agreement of the contending par
ties to refer the decifion of their pretenfions and 
debates to a general council; or, if the meeting 
of [uch a council ihould be prevented bv any un-

All thi!!gs 
t.n", to 211 

open rup
ture. 

forefeen .obftades, to the next German diet. 
XIV. This refolution was rendered ineffectual 

by the period of perplexity and trouble that fuc
ceeded the diet of l<atifoorl; :lnd by v.:uiom inci
dents that widened the' breach, and put off to a 
farther day the deliberations that were defisned to 
heal it. it is true, the Roman pontif ordered his 
legate to declare in the diet, which was atf<.:mbled 
at Spire in the year 1542, that he would, according 
to the promife he had already made, aifemble a 
general council, and that 'trent fhould be the 
place of ih meeting, if the diet had no objeCtion 
to that city. F'ERDINAND, king of the Romans, 
and the princes who adhered to the papal caufe, 
gave their ronfent to this propofal; while the 
proteftant members of the diet objeCted both 
againft a council fummoned by the papal authority 
alone, and alfo againft the place appointed for its 
meeting, and demanded a free and lawful council, 
which fhould not be biatfed by the diCtates, nor 
awed by the proximity of the Roman pontif. This 
proteftation produced no effeCt; PAUL III. per
fitted in his purpofe, and iffued out his circular 

[I] See 10' ANDa.. ROEDER.I LlhefLu de Colloljuil1lPorllla
tienfi Norim • 174+, in 4-to. 

[u) See Jo. Ell. D MAN N BlECK 11 crrtplc~ Interim, cap, i. p. I. 

letters 



CHAP. Ill. !"be HIS'1"ORY ~IIN RIFOllMATION'. 109 

letters for the convocation of the council ['w], c i N T. 

with the approbation of the emperor; while this s I.~V;: I. 
prince endeavoured, at the diet of Worms, in the 
year 1545, to perfuade the proteftants to confent 

!hI [w] It is proper to obferve here, that, having fummoned 
fttcceRlvely a council at lIfantua, J"lwzza, and J"emee, wichOllt 
any eifeCl:", this pontif thought it necdfary to iliew the prG
tell-lints that he ",as not Iwerle 'to every kind of rcformatwn; 
and therefore appointed four cardinals, and five other perCons 
eminent for their learning, to draw up a pbn for the reforma .. 
tion of the church in general, and of th.e church of Rome in 
particular, knowing full weIl, by the fpirit which reigned in 
the conclave, that thi~ proj.:d: w0uld come to nJthing. A 
plan, however, was drawn up by tlie perrons appointed for 
that PUI pofe. Tne reformation propo/cd in thIS plan w~s 
indeed extremely fuperlicial anl partial; yet it contains fome 
particular., which fcarcel), could have be-cn expected flom rhl" 
pcm of tllDf.: th:<t compolcd it. They compl.lillcd, for inlhnce~ 
of tl.e pncle and ignoranlc of the bifh"p" and PropOfLd that 
llone fhould recelve order~ but learned and piOllS men; and 
tha, therefore, care fhould be taken to have proper m lIters to 
mftruCt the vouth. Th~v condemned tranlbtion; tmm one 
benefice to a~othcr, grants of refervation, non-rciJdcncc, and 
pluralities. They propofed, that {orne convents {hould be 
abolifhed; th:lt the liberty of the rrefs {hould be rellrJineJ and 
Jimir",d: that the colloquic> of E ~ AS MUS fuould be fupprdfed; 
that no ecclcllallic fllould enjoy a benef.ce out of hi, Own 
country; that no cardm.J.I {hould h~vc a. bi!hop~ic; Llut the 
quellors of St. AN T HO NY, and leveral other fa.int~. fuould b(, 
aboliihed; and, which wa, the beft of all th2ir propol.th, th:lt 
the t'ffects and perConal eftate of ecclefiafiics ilioold be given to 
the poor. They cOl1dudld with complaining of the prodigious 
num'Jer of indigent and ragged prieih that f1cqllcnted 
St. PETER'S church; lind declared, th!tt it was a great fLanda!. 
to fc;, the whores lodged fo m.lgnilicently at RWl1f, and riJing 
through the llreels on fine mule,. while the cardinal> and other 
ccclefiafiic!> accompanied them in a moll courteous and familiar 
manner. The ievcral articles of this plan of reformation 
(which L U T K E Rand S. U R M IUS of Str.zjbuYl( tur,lcd into ridi
cule, and which indeed left l1J}roorelTed the mofi intolerahle 
griennccs of which the protcftants complaiurd) were pub!ifiled 
ac Antwerp in or about the year 1537 with the anf..ver of 
C.OCHI.JEU5 to the ()bjeftio'ls of STURMl-US. They are likc
WIfe prefi¥ed to the H',jflJry oj'tbt CONned qfCJ'rmt, by Cit A B H, 

and were afterwards pllbliJhed at PartS in 1612 t. 
• Tbi, cnuadl WaJ never ./T,m' led. 
t Sec P AU"'II, ill P.ul IU. Sj",d. I. xii. Umvtrj. MQd.lJ ft. vol. xx,i. 

P·30 • 

to 



t 10 tfhe HrSTOR..Y of the REFOR..MATJON. 

~ E N T. to the meeting of this council at 'crrent. But the 
XVI. ft • l' h' t" 1· d I... S z e T. f. prote ants were tIxcc m t elr re 0 uttOn, an tile 

efforts of CH -\RLES were vain. Upon which the 
emperor, ,,,ho had hItherto difapproved of the 
violent meafures whJrh were incdfalltly fug
gefred by the court of Rome, departed from his 
11[U.aJ prudence and model arion, and, Jificmng to 
the fanguine cotlllfds of PAUL, (;)Imed, in con
jUI'lCi.ion with th.lt ftibtle pontif, the defign of ter
minating the debates about 1 ehgion by the force 
d arms. 1 he knJgrave of HeJ!e, and the elector 
of S(I\'OI1), \\ ho were the chief prJreCtors of the 
protethnt CJUre, were no Jooner IDfOI n~cd of this, 
than they took the [,IOper mea(lll es ro prevent 
thetr being iurpl tled arId overwhelmed unawares 
by a fuperior f()i ce, and, accordingly, railed an 
army tor theIr defence. \'. hrle thIS terribie Horm 
W<l~ lifing:, LlT I Il[ R, \\ h()f:~ averfion to all methods 
of vtOkm.e and torce in Ill,mel s of reJigicn was 
well known, and v,ho It'CC>Tl1mended prayer and 
p.Hience at:. the only arms \\ II thy of thole who had 
the caure of genuine ChI il1lJ.nity at heart, wali re
moved by PlovIdence from thiS feene of tumult, 
and the approachIng cai.lmities that threatened 
1115 country. 1 Ie c1ll..d In peace, on the 18th of 
February, in the year 15+6J at dyfleben, the place 
of his bll tho 

C II A P. IV. 

crbe llijlor.y of the Rejormaticn, frcm the r~lJ711Zence
ment of the war of SmaJcalJ to the famous Pactji
cati&n, commonly called the PEACE OF RUIGlON, 

cCIlt/uded at Augfburg. 

The com. I. T I IE {mperor and the pope had mutually 
:t~I~:r:::~t reColved the defiruuion of all who {hould 
of S,,"/ •• 'J. dare to oProfe the council of'l'rent. The meeting 

of that alkmbly was to ferve us a fignal for their 
taking 



CHAP. IV. <fbt HISTORY Of the REFORMATIO~. t I't 

taking arms; and, accordingly, its deliberations I! tNT. 

were fClrcely begun, in the year 1546, whe!) the s XVI. I 

proteft:ants perceived undoubted marks of th<': ap- 2 C T:...:. 

proaching fionn, and of a formidable union be-
tween the emperor and th(" pontif to overwhelm 
lnd crufh them bv a fudden bluw, There had 
been, it is true, a ~ew conference this very year, 
at the diet of RatijboJ1, between fame eminent 
doctors of both parties, with a view to the aC~om
modation of their religious differences; but it ap-
pe:lreci fllfficirntly, both from the nature of thie; 
difpute, the m;lnner it W,l~ CUI ied on, and its 
iifue 3nJ refult, tllat the mattel::; in dcb,lte w<jolr1, 
fool1cr or later, be decided in the field of b,mle. 
In th~ mean time, the f.tthCiS, affembled in the 
council of 'ired!, p' O'11tll~;,'rcd their deCtf'es: 
while the t>ro~eft nt Dr ince~ In tile diet of RatJJppJ) 
proteiled • againi1: tl;eir author ity, and wef'~: in 
lonfequencl: of th;s, profcrilxd by the empt'ror, 
who I ailed an army to lcduce them to obedience. 

II. The elector of Sax!my and the l.!ndgra"e of The alMr. 

Hene led their forces into Bavaria againft: the em- °tf"the pm
k
-

JJL en3nts t. e 
perol', and..: Hlnrmacled hi" camp at Ingo£flad with oo .. nf •• our-

great ipirie. It was fu clpoled. that this wpuld able Mil. 
bl ing the twa armies to a general acbon, bllt fe-
veral circllmllanCf'., prevenced a battle, which W.IS 

expt£ted by the moft of the confcdel ares, and, 
probJ.bly, would have been advantageous to I.heir 
callie Among thefe we nuy reckon, princi-
pally, the perfidy of lVL PRICE, duke of Sa~Ol1YJ 
who, [educd by the promifes of the emperol- on 
the one hand, and by his own amb:tion and aV'lrice 
on the other, invadtd the elector.ll domi!1iol)s of 
i'15 unde JO,lN FREDERICK, whde that WOrthy 
prince W,l!J maintaining againfi ~he emperor the 
facrd eaure of rehgioo and liberty. Add to this 
the divifions that were fomented by the diffiniula-
tion of the emperor among the confederate princes; 
the failure of Franu in furnifhing the {ub:idy that 

had 



xu 
o E N T. had been promifed bl' its monm"ch; and other in .. 
s XVI. J cidellts of lefs moment. AlJ thefe things dir
e E C T. • couragea. [0 the head~ of the proteftant party, that 

their army was foon difperfed, and the eleCtor of 
Saxony direCted his march homewards. But he 
was purfued by the emperor, who made feveral 
forced marches, with a view to deftroy his enemy, 
before he fhould have time to rec:)ver his vigour; 
in which defign he W<lS affifted by the ill-grounded 
fecurity of the elector, and, as there is too much 
reafon to think, by the treachery of his officers. 
The two armies drew up in order of battle near 
Mublberg on the Elbe, 011 the 24th of April, 1547; 
and, after a bloody action, that of the elector, 
being inferior in numbers, was t>ntirely defeated, 
and himfelf taken prifoner. PHILIP, lal1dgrave of 
llfjJe, the other chief of the proteftants, was per
fuaded by the entreatie~ of his fOf1-in-Iaw, 
MI\URICE, now declared eleCtor of Saxon) [x], to 
throw himfelf upon the mercy of the emper,)l, and 
to implore his pal don. To this he confented, 
relying on the promife of CHARLES for obtaining 
forgivenefs, and being reftored to liberty; but, 
notwithftanding thefe expeCtations, he was unjuftly 
detained prifl)ner by a tCandalous violation of the 
moil folemn convention. It is faid, that the em. 
peror retracted his promlle, and deluded this un
happy prince by the ambiguity of two German 
\vOl ds, which refemble each other [y]; but this 

point 

c [x] r n the room of J 0 H N F R. II D E RIC K, whom he had fo 
bafely betrayed. 

t:T fy) There is fcarcely in hiilory any inftance of fucla a 
mean, peTudi(i)u!>, and defpotic behaviour as that of the em,.. 
peoor to the landgr~\ e ih the cafe now before us. After having 
received in public the humble fubmiffions of that unhappy 
prince. made upon his knees. and. that in the moll: rc::fpeCtful 
alXl aif<!ctiog tt:rms, and aft!.r having let him at liberty by a 
folemn treatv, he had him arre1l:ed anew, without alleging 
any reafon, nay any pretext, and kapt him for feveral years 
in a clofe and fevere GQnfinement. When M A U It 1 C E remon-

fuated 
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point of hiftory h1s not been hitrn-rto fo far cleared c ! " T. 

up, as to enable us to judge ~lIth ~eltainty con- h ~~I: 1. 
cerning the confinement of thIs prince, and the • 
real cauies to which it was OWi,lg [z J. 

III. This revohltion feemed (;' \ cry way ad.1pted The r.mOQI 

1 h . f I fi - \.m~or.rv to camp ete t e rum 0 t 1e prate Jilt cauk, dnd ""tl, <01'.4 

to crown the efforts of the Roman pontif with the lhe 1.lm",. 

moft triumphant [uefe[s. In the diet of .AugJ};'1Ir~, 
",hich was a!fembled foon after, with an ifnperlal 
army at hand to promote union and dilpatlh, the 
emperor required of the prott'ftanrs, that they 
would leave the decifion of thefe religious contdl:s 
to the wifdom of the council that was to mt'er at 
<Jrent. The greate£t part of the members coo-
[toted to thi" propofal; and, among others, 
MAURICE, the new eleCtor of Saxony) v"ho owed 
both hie; electorate and hiS dominions to the em-
peror, and ",ho was ardently defirom of obtail1lng 
the libelty 'of his father·in law the landgr<lvt: of 
IIJ!e. This general f~bmiffion to the Wlll ef the 
emperor did not, however, produce the fr uits 
that were expected fi?m rueh a folemn and almoft 
tll1iverf"j approb<ltion of the council of Cf relit. A 
plague, wlm h manifefted itfdf, or \\ ao. f:mi to do 
fo, in that city, engaged the gre,ndl: pJrt of the 
alfembled fathers to retire to Bc.logna, and thet ~by 
the counci: was, in effect, dJifolvt:d; nor could 
all the entreaties and remoni1:rances of the cmpelor 
prevail upon the p()pe to re a!femble it again 

Ilratcd to the emperor againll tl,is new imprifonmcnt, the em
peror anfwereJ, that h~ nad nevt:r promlled that tJ\e landgrave 
Ibould not ue Impl tjime i a>tew, but only that he iho.Jld be 
exempted from perpetual lmpri/onm,,,t; anJ, to fuppcrt thi, 
nf[ertion, he produced the treaty, in which hiq ll'lJ'iftcrs, ill 
order to dud,· the true meaning of the ... ccommodation, had 
perlidioui1y foilled in twlnr gifangnts, \ l,ich lignifies a perpe
lusl pnfon, infl:ea.l cot ,ullger gifangTIZS, whlcr. mean' a1l)' }'.Ijv~. 
This matter is. however, COl1te1ted by [orne hill-orians. 

(.:} See a German wO'"k, eutitled, ih.NI G~OSC-H rmb&iJj~ 
lung der E'tltm,ttl!/tbnt }{;rkn .?'gt'll G~itf,. . .dmtl4. p 29-

VOL. IV. I without 
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C E N T. without delay. While things were in this fitua
s & ~';: J. tion,. and the profpecl: of feeing a <:ouncil a1fembled 

was caft at a diftance, the emperor judged it ne
ce1fary, during this interval, to fall tlpon fome 
method of maintaining peace in religious matters, 
until the decifion, [0 long expected, ihould be 
finally obtained. It was with this view that he 
ordered JULIUS PFLUGIUS, bilhop of Naumburg, 
MICHAEL SroONIUS, a creature of the pantif, and 
J OH N AGRICOLA, a native of 4>:f!eben, to draw tip 
a Formulary, which might [erve as a rule of faith 
and wodhip to both of the contending parties, 
until a council ihould be fummoned. As thie; was 
only a temporary appointment, aI'ld had not the 
force of a permanent or perpetual infiitution, the 
rule in queftion wa ... called the Interim [a]. 

IV. This 

r:r [a J This projetl of CH A R L E S was formed, p'lrtly to vent 
his I efentment againil: the popt', and partly to at1[1'.c:r other 
purpofes of a more political kmd. Bt' that a' It may, the 
r~rmlllfl ad Intell1l1, or '1 emporary Rule of Faith and Worihip, 
here mentioned, contauwd all the efi"ential dctlrinp, of the 
churth of Rome, though confiderably foftened and mitigated 
by the moderate, prudent, and artful term, in whIch they 
were expreffcd; terms quite different from t~lOie that were 
employeu, before and aftcr this perIod, bv the caul cil of 
't,mt. There was even an ailetted ambiguity in many e....:
preffions, which rendered them fufceptible of differ ent fcnfes, 
applicable to the fcntimc1't< of both commUlllom, and therefore 
difagn:"able to both. The Intel l1'l was compo{ed with that 
fraudulent, fpeciou~, aoci feducing dexterIlY, that in after
tim~, appeared in the dc~citful ExprjitlOlt oj the CatbGIlC FtIltl" 
by M. HOSSUET, biihop of Meaux, and it was almoft equaU/ 
rejected bv the protrfial1t5 dnd Roman catholics. The cup was 
allowed. by this imperial Creed, to the protclbnts in the ad
l1llllillr.ttion of the Lord'; lupper, and pridis and clerkb were 
peIrnittcd by it to enter Ir:to the married 11.1te. Thefe grants 
\\cre, however, ac{"omr~llicd with the two foil owing cOI,di
{ions: I. 'l'l'ai f'!.'fly Dill! Jhou1J l,· at lzherty to tile the cup, or to 
tlbjJmlJ flom It, and to ,LolJc a j},zte if mlilrrrage, or a Jlate if 
UlJbtl'_V' as hf foodd judg mrj/ }it/mg. %. 'That theft grants 
jhoul,t rlmlJJn m Joree no JOllgtr tlJan the happy perloJ rwhen a 
gtl1frnl cound/~ jho:tld urmtlwtt all ,.eugiou! JtjJeren(u. This 
',"cond condition W4S aJ:tpteJ to produce the greateft diforder 

and 
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IV. This temporary rule of faith and difci'pline, c ~ ~ T. 

thouO'oh it was extremely favaurable to the interefts XVI. s £ C T. r. 
and pretenfions of the court of Rome, had yet the 
fate to w~i<.:h fcheme~ of reconciliation ~re often ~~: :~ou_ 
expofed; It pleafed neither of the contendmg pa'l"- whICh Ihi. 

ties, but was equally offenllve to the followers of ;:lc~ ani 
LUTHER, and to the Roman pontiC: It was, 
however, promulgated with folunnity by the em-
peror, at the diet of AugJbw"g; and the eleCtor of 
Mentz, without even delgniIlg to afk the opinion! 
of the aifembkd pr inces and ftates, ro,ie with an 
air of authority, and, OlS if he had been commif-
flo ned to repr~fent the whole diet, gave a formal 
<'nd public approbation to this famous Interim. 
Thus were many princes of the empire; whofe 
fllence, thoul,h it proceeded {i-om want of CaUl age, 
was interpreted as the mark of a tacit confent, 
engaged againft their will to receive this book as 
a body of ecc!e-fiaftical law. The greateft part 
of thofe, who had the; refolution to difpllte the 
authority of this Imperial Creed, were obliged to 
fubmit to it by the force of arms, and hence arofe 
deplonlbk fcenes of violence and blood!hed, 
which involved the ell1pire in the greateft calami-
ties. MAURICE, eleCtor of Saxony, \'vho, for lome 
time, had held a neutral conduct, and neither de-
clared himlelf for thofe who rejeCted, nor filr thore 
who had adopted the rule in queftion, aifembled; 
in the year 1548, rhe Saxon nobility and clergy, 
with MEL A NCTHON at the head of the latter, and, 
in feveral conferences held at Leipfie and other 
places, took counfel concerning what was to be 

'tnd confufion, in cafe the tuture council (hOllJd think proper 
to ~njoin cchbacy ort the clergy, and declare, a; it did in cjfctt. 
thc'r marriage unchriltian and unlawful. 

[rt) See Ja. EROM. BncKfl 'Triplex 11llfrilll t publilhed m 
iva. at L~ij>fic, in the year J7ZI.-Luc. OSIANDl!I<. (;tllturia 
XV 1. HIjl"Jf'. Ecclef. lib. ii. cap. lxviii. P.,4z5.-f'or an ac
count .of the a~thors and editions of the book called lntemn, 
{~e DI(DR1ttjChlii/Jliotb. part V. p. 1. & part VI. p. 18S' 

I 2 done 
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C 1t N T. done in this critical affair. The deliberations, on 
s ~ ~:~. t. this oceafion. were long and tedious, and their 

ref\Jlt was ambiguous; for ME:'AlIlCTHON, whofe 
opinion was refpeCted as a law by the reformed 
~ors, fearing the emperor on the one hand, and 
attentive to the fentiments of his fovereign on the 
other, pronounced a fort of a reconcijing ientence, 
which, he hoped, would be offenfive to no party. 
He gave it as his (pinion, that the whole of the 
book called Intertrn could not, by any means, 
be adopted by the friends of the Reformation; 
but he declared, at the fame time, that he faw no 
reafon, why this book might not be approved, 
adopted, and received, as an authoritative rule, 
in things that did nut relate to the elTential points 
of religion, in things that might be confidered ac; 

accdTory or indifferent lb]. This decifion, infread 
of pacifying matters, produced, on the contrary, 
new d,vifi("ns, and formed a !Chifm among the 
followers of LUTHER, of v.hich farther mention 
~all be made hereafter) in the Hiflory of the Church 
("ftabli!hed by that reformer. J !hall only ob
ferve, that this {chifm placed the caufe of HIe Re
formation in the moft perilous and critical cil cum
fiances, and might have contributed titLer to 
ruin it t'lltirely, or to retard confiderably its 
progreC." had the pope and the emperor been 
dexterous enough to make the proper ute of there 
divifions, and to feize the favourabl.; occafion 
that was prefented to them, of turning the force of 
the protefiants againft themfelves. 

The proj.a V. Amidft thele contdts PAUL III. departed 
of a (I uncI! 
at '[rtnt rc- this life in the year 1549, and was fucceeded, the 
Ilewed. year foUowing, by J U LIU S III., who, yielding to 

C [h) By thing~ indJ.lcrent, Mit. A N CT HON underftood par
ticularly the rites and ceromonies of the pOpilb worfuip, whkh, 
fuperlbtlous as they were, that rdormer. yielding to the foft
ne[~ and Hexihiiity of his ruttulal temper, treated with a Un
gular ,md e;,.ceJUve indulgence upon this occa1Wn. 

3 the 



CHAP, IV. f'he HIS'rOAV if t.o, RUORM.t.TION. Uv 
the r('J>eated and importunate foiicitations of the C 1 N T. 

emperor, confented [0 the alfembling a council s XVI. L 
at '['"ml. Accordingly, in the diet of dugjburgt t c: T. 

which was again h~ld under the canon of an Im-
perial army, CHARLES laid this matter before tilt 
itates and prince~ of the empil'e. The greateft 
pare of the princes gave their conrent to the con-
vocation of tim council, tQ which alfo MAURICE. 

elector of Saxony, fubmlttcd upon certain condl-
tion~ [d. fhe emperor then concluded the diet 
in the Y"-llr 155 I, definng the affembled princes 
and !tates to prepare all thing!> for the approach-
ing council, and promifing thlr he would ufe his 
mLllt zealOllS endeavours towal ds the promoting 
moderation and h.mnony, ImpartialIty alJd chari-
ty, in the dehberations and tranfaCl:iom of that 
aifer.lbly. 0 pan the breaking up of the diet, the 
protdtanrs took the fteps they Judged moil: pru-
d~nt to prep:lI c themfel ves for what was to hap .. 
pen. The Saxons enJployed the pen of ME
LANCTHON, and the Wurremberghers that of 
BREDTIUS, to draw up confejJiol1s of their faith, 
that wei t tv be laid before the new council. Be. 
fides the ambaffadors of the duke of Wurtembetg, 
feveral dottols of that city repaired to '['rent. Th~ 
Saxon diVines, with MELANCTHON at their heau. 

~ [elM AU RI C 1! (who was defirou~ of regaining the ef. 
teem of the proteltant, of Saxony, whIch he had loft by hIS 
perfidIOus beha VlOur to the late elector J 0 H N F RiD a R I '- K, hu 
bcnefa::tor a.ld friend) g.we his confcnt to the re-eJlabldl!wJ 
the councIl of Trent, upon the fo\lo .. ing condmons: Ijl. 
That the pOlflts of duchine, WhiCh hold been already de.::ide4 
there, fuould be re-exam.ned. and di[culled anew: zdl;, That 
thIS ('xammatlOl1 Ihould '.>e made m prefence of the proteltant 
divines, or their deputies. 3i1'y, That the Saxon proteftants 
fuould have a hberty of vo/mg, as we!1 as of ",/thera/mg, in 
the cl)uncil; al1d flb~l, That the pope filU.ld not pretend to 
prefide in that airetnbly, either ir. perfon or by hiS legates. 
This declarauon of M AU RIC E WAS read in the diet, and his 
dl"puties infifted apon its being entered into the reglfiers, which 
the archbilhop of Menta, howe1er. obft!.rut~r tefllfed. 

I 3 ~t 
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C ! "J'T. fet out alfo for thllt place, but proceeded in their' 
s • ~~.I. I. journey no flll ther than Nuremberg. They had 

received feerce orders to ftop there; for MAl1-

RIC!E had no intention of fubmitting to the empe
tor's views; on the contrary, he hoped to leduce 
that prince to a compliance with his own projeB:s. 
He therefore yie\Jl"d in appearance, that he might 
carry his point, and thm command in realIty. 

M.u.ice VI. The real vie";!'> of CHARLES V., amidft the 
~h(nl('t:IfS b f h h r. 
Ih. (cn-mes diviIlons and troll 1 'C; 0 Germary (whic e 10-

01 the em- ment..:d by negociatiom that car ied the outward 
petur. afpeEt of a reconciling fpirit), wiil appear evident-

ly to fuch as confider attentively the n.lture of the 
times, and compare the tranfac:tions of thIs prince, 
the one with the other. Relying on the extent uf 
hi~ power, and the fu('cl'(!> thJ.t frequefJtly accom
r lIlled his enterpl il~S, Wit') a degree of confidence 
dlJt was hIghly imprudent, C HARL cs p~op·)fed to 
tllrn thefe religIOUS commotions an,1 dlfl ___ nfions to 
the COn111111:1tlOn and increafe of his domInion in 
Germany, and by fowing the feeds of dIfcord 
among the princes of the empire, to v;cakm their 
power, and thereby the more eafily to en~1 oaclt 
upon their rights and privileges. On the other 
hand, ardently defirous of reducing withIn nar
rower lil11it~ the jurifdiB:ion and dominion of the 
Roman p')ntifs, that they might not fet bounds 
to his ambition, nor prevent the execution of his 
afpiring vir;ws, he flactered himfelf that this wouid 
be the natural effect of the approaching council. 
He was confirmed in this pleafing hope, by re
flecting on what had happened in the councils of 
Conflqr.ce and of Bofil, in which the lufl: of papal 
ambioon h.ld been oppofed with fpirit, and re
ftraineo within certain limits. He al[Q perfuaded 
himfelf, that, by the dexterity of his agents, and 
the number of the Spanifh and German bifhops 
~hat were devoted to his interefts, he fhould be 
able to influence and dir~B: \he deliberations of 

~hl\i 
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the approaching council in fuch a manner, as Co C E N T. 

make its decifions anfwer his expeCta~ions, and SI:~~~. J. 

contribllte effectually to the accomphfument of __ .... 
his views. Such were the fpecious dreams of 
ambition that filled the imagination of this reftlefs 
prince; but his views and projects were difcon-
certed by chat fdme MAURICE of Stl'J(ony, who 
had been one of the principal inftruments of thac 
violence and oppreffion which he had exercifed 
agair.ft the proteftant princes, and of the injury 
he had done to the proteftant caufe. 

VII. The moft confiderable princes, not only Awarkind. 

f G ,b f 11 E ',1> I ~ r led between o rrman), ut even 0 a U10r e, laCI, lor a the tmperor 

long time, audrelTed to the emperor their united and M'""ct 

entIeaties for rhe deli,'erance of PHILIP, landgrave 01 S .. ;t.nJ. 

of lleJ1e, and JOHN FREDERICK, eleCtor of Saxony, 
fro'l1 their confinement; and MA URICE had fo~ 
licited, with peculiar warmth and affiduity, the 
liberty of the former, who was his father-in-law. 
But all thefe foliciLarions produced no efreEt. 
1'vlAuRlcr, perceiving at length that he was duped 
by the emperor, and alfo convinced that this am-
bitiuu3 m< Inarrh was forming infidious defigns upon 
the liberties of Gennany, and the jurifchCllOo of its 
princes, entered, with the utmolt [(C[t"cy and expe-
dition, into an alliance with the king of Fran'e and 
feveral of the German princes, for the maintenance 
of the I ights and liberties of the empire. Encou-
raged 'by this refpeCl:able confederacy, the aCl:ive 
Saxon marched a powerful army againft the em-
peror, in the year 1552; and that with fuch afro~ 
niChing valour and rapidity, that he furprifed 
CHARLES at Injpruk, where he lay with a handful of 
troops in the utmoft fecurity, an:! without the leaft 
~ppreht"nfion of danger. This iiJdden and unforefeen 
event alarmed and dejected the emperor to fuch a 
degree, that he was willing to make peace on 
almoH: any condition!.; and confequ~ntly, in a 
little time after this, he not only concluded at 

1 4 PajJall, 
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PaJ!tf~ the famOUS treaty of Pacificatiotl with the 
protdhnt'S [d], but alfo promiled t? ~{fe.mble, 
10 the fpace Df fix months, a diet, In which aU 
the tumults and diffenfions that had been OCdl

fioned by a variety of fentiments in religious mat
ters fhouJJ be entirely removed. 1 hus did the 
fame pI iDee, v\·ho fiands foremofr in the' lift of 
thofe {hat OPP! effed the protcfrants, and reduced 
their arrdi, s to the gre<!tdl: extremities, refrore 
their expil ing hopes, fUppOl t and render triumph
ant their dcfperate caufe, and pJOcure them a bul
wark of peace and liberty) 'A-hich frill lcmains. 
MAURlet, ho\\ever, dlJ not live to fee this happy 
iifue of his glorious expedition; for he loft his 
life the year [.1\lOWll1g, by a wound I eceived at 
the battle of Siverh{uljen, while he Wol':.> fighting 
againfr ALBERT of Brand'.:;;b:trg [(']. 

C [d] AI thi'> rrc:lty :s c('nfidrred by the German pro. 
ten m,1 as the baJi, of t',,:11' reilg-iOll' liberty, it wi!! m,t he 
atnifs to infert hen {,lme of tiS f'rinclpal articles. By t~,e three 
£ri1: articles it was ClpuIJt"l, ,:~at M A URI C 1: and tile COil. 
fede'rate:, ihollld lay dow r : thPlT arm" and illo,'lrl klid thtir 
troops to FE R DIN AND to llcfe'lu him againft the Turk3. and, 
that the landg' ave of iltje Ih(,uld be fet at liberty. By the fOllrth 
it was agTe~d, that t!Je I ule of faith called llller;m, iliOl!id be 
confidered as null and void; that the conter.dlr,g p:u tie~ ihould 
enjoy the free and umldul j:d exercifc of their religion, u.ni! 
a Jict IhooJd be alTembled to determine amicably the prefent 
dirpute~ (w),ich diet W.18 to meet In the [plee of fix montl,o) ; 
lind that this rcli7ious liberty {hould continue a!waYI, in la;e 
that i~ iliOllld be ~und il11p()ffible to come to an unitormity in 
do<:1rin~ und worfhip. 1t wa5 alto refolved, that all thole I'. :.0 
had futtered b:mifhment, or any other cabmity, on account of 
their having bern concerned III tht' league or war of Sma/raid, 
(hould be re-inflated in their privilege~, their po/fciuons. Rl'd 
e nployments; that the Imperial chamber at :Sp,,'c ihould be 
open to the proteftants as well a~ to the c~lholio; and that 
"th~re fhould be :tlways a certain ilumber of the Lutheran p~r
fu dion in thnt 'high court. 

i:§' [eJ ALBl!RT, mar(luis vf B"afidenhzl1'g, after the pacifi. 
cation of PtI.!lau, to which he ref'lfrd to fubfcribe, continued 
the war agl.ll1ll: the Roman cathol;c~; and afterwards com. 
mitted fuch rava~es in the empire, that a confederacy was 
formed againft hIm, at the head of which M A V It 1 C E was 
placed. 

VIII. The 
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VIII. The ,troubles of Germany, with feveral C E N '1'. 

other tnc!denrs, .rendered it impoffible to ~(fem~ s z~v~: L 
ble tht" Diet, wmch the emperor had promlfed at 
the pacification of Pa.lfau, to foon a!o the period ~";i.tof 
mentioned in the 31 ric1es of that treaty. This ~:l'h,,;gt 
famolls Diet met, however, at dugfollrg, in the ~:~~:OD! 
year J 555, was opened by FERDINAND in the 
name of the emperor, and terminated thofe de
plorable fcenes of bloodOled, defolation, and dif-
cord, that h,:I(1 fo long affiicted both church and 
frate, by that religious peace, as it i" commonly 
piled, which fecured to the protdlants the free 
exercife of their religion, and dtablifued this in
eftimable Iit1erty upon the firmeft found,uions. 
~For, after VJI ious debates, the followinJ memo
rable aCts were paned on the 25th of Septembel : 
thar the pi oreflants who followed the confeflion 
of Aug: /bll.rg, !hould be for the future conGdered 
as entirely exempt (i-om the jurifdiction of the 
Roman }Joocir, and ii'om the authority and fllper
intendance of the bifhops; that they were left at 
perfeCt hberty to enola laws for themfdves, rd"t
ing to their religiOUS fentiments, difcipline, and 
worfuip; that all the inhabitants of the German 
empire fuo~!d be allowed to judge for themfdves 
in I ejigiolls matters, and to join themfelves to that 
church whofe doCtrine and wodhip they thought 
the purdl: and the moft confonant to the fpirit of 
true Chrifrianity; and that all thofe who ihouJd 
injure or perfecllre any perfon under religiom pre
texts, and on account of their opinions, 1houJd 
be declared, and proceeded againit, as public 
enemies of the empire, invaders of ItS Jiberty, and 
difhll bers of its peace [/J. The difficulties thac 
were to be furmounted before:: this equitable deci
fion could be procured, the tedlU'1S deliberations, 

• [f] ~ee Jo. SCHILT£Rl Liber aePace ReligioJa, publilhed 
!n 4to. 10 the year 1700.-Cli R 1ST. L£ H MAN N 1 .Jaa PUhilC4 

el mgina!m de Pacl Religiofo. Fr,wif. 1707. 
the 
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C E lit T. the warm debates, the violent animofities and 
s • ~~~ Y. bloody wars, that were necdf,uy to engage the 
--- greateO: part of the German frates to confem to 

conditions fo agreeable to the diCtates of right 
rt"lfon, as well as to the flcrcd injunctions of the 
gorpel, fhc;:w us, in a fhocking and glaring point 
of light, the ignoranc/" and fuperfritlOn of thefe 
miferable times, and fiand upon record as one of 
the moO: evident proofs of the necemty of the Re
formation. 

TheRe- IX. While thefe things were tranr.tCting in Ger-
'o.matlCn h f" d f Ch "il." " "E !a,"<",ound many, t e nen s 0 genuIne n LlJmty m llg-
in England. land deplored the gloomy reign of fuperfrition, 

and the almoft total extmction of trlle relIgion; 
and, feeing before their eyes the cauie of popery 
maintained by the terrors of bloody pel fecmion, 
and daily victims bf'H1(!ht to the ftake, to expiate 
the pretended Cl ime of prefen ing the dictates of 
the Gorpe1 to the dcfJ)OtIC l.iwS of Rome, they ef
teemed the Germans happy, in having threwn ofr 
the yoke of an imperioLl~ and fuperftitious chmch. 
HENRY VIII., whore per[onal vices, a3 well as hi'> 
arbitrary and capriciolls conduct, had greatly re
tarded tbe progre1~ of the ReformatIOn, was now 
no more. He departed this life in the year 1547, 
and was fucceeded by his only fon EDw AR D V!. 
([his amiable prince, whofe early youth was 
crowned with that wifdom, fagacity, and virtue, 
that would have done honour to advanced years, 
gave new fpirit and vigour to the proteftant caufe, 
and was its brighteft ornament, as well as its moft 
effeCtual fllpport. He encouraged learned and 
pious men of foreign countries to fettle in Eng
land, and addreffed a particular invitation to 
MARTIN BUCER and PAUL FAGIUS, whofe mode
ration added a luftre to their other virtues, that, 
by the miniftry and labours of thefe eminent men, 
in concert with thofe of the friends of the Re
formation in England, he might purge his do.mi-

nIons 
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nions from the fordid fictions of popery, and ef- c ! NT. ' 

tablifh the pure. doctrines of <:;hriftiamty in their s I~V~. I. 
pla<.e. For thIs purpofe he dfued out the wifeft __ _ 
orders for the reftoration of true religion; but his 
J'eign was [00 fhort to accomphHl fuBy fuch a 
glorious purpofe. In the year 1551, he was taken 
from his loving and affliCted [ll~it'Cts, whore for-
row was inexpreffible, and fuited to their 10f5. 
His filter MAR Y (the daughter of CATHARINE of 
Arragon, from whom HENRY had been feparated 
by the f.amous divorce), a furious bigot to the 
church of Rome, and a princefs whofe natural cha-
racter, like the fpirit of her religion, was defpotic 
;::nd cruel, fucceeded him on the Britifh throne, 
and impofed anew the arbitrary laws and the ty-
rannical yoke of Rome upon the people of England. 
N or were the methods !he employed, in the c;ltIfe 
of fuperfi:irion, better than the cauft: jrfelf, or 
tempered by any fentiments of equity or compaf-
fion. Barbarous torCllres, and death in the moft 
iliod..ing forms, awaited thofe who oppofed her 
will, or made the leaft ibnd againft the reltora-
tion of pOllf'ry. And among many other viclims l 

the learned and piuu!> CRANMER, archbifhop of 
Canterbur)', who had been one of tht moll illufrri-
ous inftruments of the Reformation in El1gland, 
fell a facnfice to her fury. Thi::. odiotls [cene of 
pelfecucion was happily concluded 1 in the year 
1558, by the death of the ':Iueen, who left no 
iffue; and, a'> foon as her fuccetfor the lady 
ELIZABETH afcended the throne, all things af-
[umeq. a new and a pleafing afpeCt. This illufi:ri-
ous princefs, whofe fentiments, councils, and 
projeCts breathed a fpirit fuperior to the natural 
foftnefs and delicacy of her fe:ICc exerted this vigo-
ruus anti manly fpirit in the deknce of oppre!feci 
confcience and expiring liberty, broke anew the 
defpotic yoke of papal authority and fuperftition, 
f}nd, delivering her people from the bondage of 

R01lU, 
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R()11It, eftablHhed that form of religious dothine 
and ecdefiaftical government whiC;h ftill fubfifts 
in England. This religious eftabliiliment differs, 
in fome refpetl:s, from the plan that had been 
formed by thofe whom EDWARD VI. had em
ployed for promoting the caufe of the Reforma
tion, and approache!> nearer to the rites and dif
cipline of fOi mer times; though it is widely dif
ferent, and in the moll: important points entirely 
oppofite, to the principle,> of the RonJan hierarchy. 

X. The feeds of the Reformation were very 
early fown in Scotland, by feveralnobJemen of that 
nation, who had reuded in Cerrnan./v dill ing the 
religious difputes that divJ(kd the l mplre. But 
the power of the Roman pontif, furported and 
feconded by inhuman Lnvs and harb'uou~ execu. 
tions, chuked, for many years, thefe tender feeds, 
and prevented the If , aklOg J 0<Jt. The firft and 
moft eminent oppoler of the papal jun1d:aion 
was JOHN KNOX [g], a dJiciple of CALVIN, whofe 

el°Ciuence 

r-.; ... [g] It \\ ill T'N ce improper to infert here the charatl:er of 
this fam0US Scottiih reformer, a, it is tIl awn by the elt gant, 
fpirited, accur;t'e, and IInp.'rtlal pen of Dr. ROBERTSON, in 
his Hrflory of Scot/and, hook Vl. "Zeal, intr,pidi,y, dif • 
.. intcrelledncf, (fays that incomparable "ritn) wer~ vIrtues 
,. which he porfdTed in an emll1cnt degr,·e. He was ac
" quainted, t00, with the lcallllng CUIt1"1t'd iT' that age; 
.. and excelled in that fpecies of eluquenct" v. hich is calcul.tttd 
II to roufe and to 1I'l1:11ne. His IT a'{ims. however, were often 
'f too revere, and the impetuofity of 1m t PIper cxccilive. 
H Rigid and uncomplying himfdf, he fumed no indulgence 
.. to the illlirmities of others. R~gardlefs of the diftillclions 
<t of rank and character, he uttered h!s admonitions with an 
<, acrimo: y and vehemence more apt to irritdte than to re
"claim. Thls often betra~ed him into indecent and undu
II tifu! ellpreffions with rcfpect to t!1e queen's perion arid con
II duCt. Thofe very qualities. however, ... hich now ren
" dered hib character lefs armable, fitted him to be the in
c< ftrumcnt of Providence for advancing the Reformation 
Of among a fierce people, and enabled him to face dangers, 
" and to furmount oppofition, from which a perron of a more 
.. gentle fpirit would have been al't to fhrink back. By an 

.. unwearied 
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eloquence was perfuafive, and whofe fortitude 
was invincible [h]. This refolute reformer fer 
out from Geneva for Scotland in the year 1559, and, 
in a very ihort fpace pf time, infpired the people, 
by his private exhurtations and his public dif
cotlrfes, with fuch a violent averfion to the fuper
ftitions of Rome, that the greateft part of the 
Scotch nation abandoned them entirely, and 
aimed at nothing lees than the total extirpation 
of popery [t J. From this period to the prefent 
times, the form of doCtrine, worihip, and difci
pline, that pad been eflaLlifbed at Geneva by the 
minifl:ry of CALVIN, has betn maintained in &01-
l,md with invincible obftinlcy and zeal, and 'every 
attempt to introduce into that kingdom the rices 
and government of the church of England has 
proved impotent and unfuccefsful [k J. 

XI. The 

t< unwearied application to ftudy and to bulincfs, as \VeIl ail 
t< by the frequency and fervour of his public dllColll /i.'5, he 
H llad worn out a wnfiitution natuI.tlly Ilrong. During a 
" l,ngering illnefs, he dllcol'cred the utmoit fortitude, and 
.. hiet tt.1' aFproaches of death with a m.lgn.mimity infepara
U ble from his char",tler Hf! wa~ con!lantly employed in 
« acts of devotion, and comforted hirrJfc1f with thofe pro
H foeets of immortality, which not only prclcn c gnod men 
« ft om defponding, but Jill them with exultation in thw iall 
" moments. 

Q l h J The earl of Moll. TON, who was prefent at his fune
ral, pronounced his eulogium in a few word., the more 1m
llourable for KNOX, as they came from one whom he had oftt:n 
cen(llred with peculiar feverity: There 1m He 'Who never feared 
the fira q( l1Iall. 

[iJ See NEAL'S H~llory of the Puritans, vol. i. p. 165, zrz. 
234, 569·-CALDERWOOO'S Hifiory if Sent/and's Rijormaflon. 
publiihed in folio at L?,tdon, in the year 1680.-GhORG. 
BUCHAN ",NI Re1wn Sea/tear. Hifl. lib. xvi. p. 3i3. edit. RI/dl
mann. foho.-MELVIL'S Memoll'l. vvL i. p. n. 
~ [k] The indignation of the pCv1'!e, which had been 

exc~ted by the 'Vice- C'f the clergy. was foon transferred to their 
petjDns. and fettlcd at laft, by a tranfition not unufual, upon 
t~e ojJim they enjoyed; and thus the eJfeth of the Reforma
tion extended not only to the dofuine, but alfo to the govern
ment of the popilh church. But in Gmna'!y, England, and 

the 
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tJ'be HISTOR.Y bf the IhroltMATJo:.t. 

XI. The caufc of the Reformation underwenti 
in Ireland, the fame viciffituJes and revolutions 

that 
the nOJ th '1'11 kingdoms, its operations ",ere checked by the 
power and policy of their princes, and epifcopal hierarchy 
(which appears to be the moli conformable to the. practice of 
the chnrch, finec Chrillianity became the eliablifhed religion 
of the Roman empire), was IEll continucc, in thele countries, 
under certain limit:niolls. The ecclefialbcal governmpnt was 
copied after the ci\ il; and the di,)cefe; and jur:fdidion of 
patriarch;, archbi:hops, and bifhops, con cfponded with the 
divifion and conlbtutlOr. of the empire. 1n S'Lvitzer/cl1ld and 
the Low COli/{tTlL" the n.ltu rc and fpirit of a republican policy 
gave fuller !"cope to the reformers; and tr.us all pre-eminence 
of order in the church \\<a~ deftroyed, :tnd that form of eccle
f1,lIlical government eftabli/hed, whicl. has been fince called 
l'rrjtyrrzal!. The fituation of the plimitive chu"ch (opprcJf.:d 
by continual perfec1ltion<, and obhgcd by their fuifering <; to 
be contented with a fon'1 of government extremely fimple, 
and 'With a parity of rank for \Vant of ambition to propore, or 
power to rupport, a fu~orclination) fll~r,clled, 'Without ,Joubt, 
the idea of this I,ltter fy1!em; though it would be unfair to 
alIege thi, confideration, as a vittortom argument in favour of 
prijbyeruIJlIJin; bccallfe a change of circumll:ance, w;U fome
time; jullify a change III the methods and pbns of government. 
Be th~t as it may, the church ofGCllf'lJa, which received the 
deci/ionb of CALVIN with an amazing dOCllity, rellord this
PreflYUlan, or republican form of ecdefiall:ical policy; KNOX 

fiudied, admiJed, and recommended it to his countrymen, 
and he was fecontied by many' of the Scotch nobles, ofwl.om 
fome hated the perrons, while others coveted the wealth of 
the digmfit:d clergy. But, in introducing this ryftem, the 
SCOWill reformer (lId not deelll it CApnilcnt to depart altoge
ther from the ancient form; but inltcad of bz/hps, propofd 
the ellablitllment of renji,perintmdams, to inrpeCt rhe lift: and 
doCtrine of the other clergy, to prrliJe in the inferior judie.!
tories of the church, without pretending to claim either a feat 
in parliolment, or tbe revenues and dignity of the former 
hilhops. This propofal was drawn up 3nd preft>nted to a con
l'ention of eitatcs, which was held in the year 1561; and 
what it contained, in relation to ecclefi.lllical jurifdiaiolJ and 
dikipline, would have eafily obt.tincd the fanCl.ion of that af
frmbly, had not a defign to recover the patrimony of the 
Cbl1r~h, in order to apply it to the advancement of religion 
2rd learning, been ir.finuated in it. After this, at certain 
periods, the name of bi/hops was revived, but without the 
prerogatives, jurifdiCtion, or revenues, that were formerly 
appropri.l.tcd to mat order. They were made fabjeCt to the 

general 
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that had attended it in England. Whe'n HENRY C ! 1'1 T. 

VIII., after the abolition of the papal authority, s t.~~~. L 

was declared juprc,:}c hC(Jd~ upon carth, of the , 
church of England, GEORGE BROWN, a native of 
England, and a mOIlk of the Auguftine order, 
whom that monarch had created, in the year 1535, 
archbiihop of Dub/in, began to aCt with the urmoft 
vigour in confequence of this change In the 
hierarchy. He purged the churches of his diocefe 
from fuperftition in all its var ious forms, pulled 
down images, deftroyed relicks, abolifhed abfurd 
and idolatrous rites, and, by the influence, as 
well as authority, he had ill Ireland, cdured the 
king's .Iupremaq to be acknowledged in th4t na-
tion [I]. HLNR Y i11ewed 100n after, that this 
fupremacy was not a vain title; for he barll1hed 
the monks out of that kingdom, confilcated their 
revenues, and deftroyed theif convenb. In the 

genrral :!lfemblies of the d"rgy, and their power was dimi
mlhcd from day to day, unnl tbeir nar.lC, liS welJ as their 
onler, was aboldbed, at the Revolution in 16R!i, and prifhy
terumtJm eftablilhed in Scotlall.! by the laws of the liate. ~U! 
l{olll:. K T~O",'5 Ji'./iol} of S",//alld, p.lilim. 

Ci' [I] The learned .1l1d pj{Ju, pnmate U;Hllft, in his Me
moirs of the eccleflaCcical afrairs of J,dand, fp:.lks of bi!hop 
BROWN in the followin<T manner; " (;1:.0RG!:. tillG.'.''' wa~ a 

man of a chearflll c';untenancc, in hi, :lcll ;1,](1 deeds pI.lilt 
d lwnright. to the poor merciful and compafhon:lte. pltring 

u t1- e !tate and condltion of the /()uls of the people. and ad. 
" viiing them, wilen he was provincial of the Auguf1:inc OHler 
.. in Eliglalld, to make their application folely to C H R I ST ; 

'" Wi1ich advice commg to the car. of [h,N R ... YIll.. he be. 
<c came a favourite, a.,-1 was m.lJe archbithop of Dub/m. 
e. Wilhin live ye;m after he enjoyed that fet', he c:weed aU 
" {upcr1litiou~ reJick, a'1J imJ."e~ to be lcmov(d out of the 
<c two cathedrals in DuM)!!, and out of all the chur('hc~ in his 
<c dioccfe; and caukd the '[.;;/ Commal1dtllLnt(, the Lord', 
." P,·Q),,.r, and the Cr.cd, to be placed in giiJcJ frames about 
'0 the altars. He w).!! t}'c lirfi thl\t ul/,;pd from the RomiJh 
H religion of the dl:rgy ht're in ireland. to embrace the Rc
.. formation of the church \)f Eno-/and." Sec a ,'ery curious 
ra~ph)et ill tht' fifth volume of th~ Harldan Mt./i:rlla7fy, p. 558. 
mntled, HzJ!orical Cutk.5lWlI or :b~ Cburth if I,.eJ,,~J, &c. 

. reign 



C :! ".,;. nign of E,DWARI'> VI., ftiIJ farther p .. ogrel$ wa$ 

s., ~v;: J. made in the removal of popilh fuperftitions, by 
the zealous labours of bilhop BROWN, and the 
lIl.\fpicious encouragement he granted to alJ who 
exerted themfdv(:'s in the caure of the reformation. 
But the death of this excellent prince. and the 
accemon of his fifter to the throne, changed the 
face of things in Irtland, as it had done In t ng
lemd [m]. .MARY PUl rued with fire and fword, 

and 
C [m-) Hf're Dr. MOSHEIM has fallen into a mifiake, by 

not cliltinguifhing between the dc;'J,'zs of the queen, which 
were indeed cruel, arId their CMCUt.M, w~ich VI as happily and 
providentially prevented. Thi. app~ars Irl1JIl a very fin gular 
and comical adventure, of v. hich the .l.CC('lJIlt, as It has he'en 
copied from the p:tpers of RIc.. H A R D, carl of Co R K, and is to 
be found among the m,,[,ulcr'Ft; of Sir JAM Eo WA R E, is as 
follows: 

" (luren MAR Y, havmg cit alt {('verel y with tI c protell:ants 
.. in Luglalld, abuut tlle 1.1tt( r (nd ot her l~jgn {i:·ncd a com-

mllLon for to uk" the {.Il'~ clll:rf" with them in Ireland; 
'" and, to execute the {,tme widl greater filrc[', flJe nominates 
" DI. COLf one of the c(,mrrdfhoner~. 'fl.,; doctnr ccming
•• \\ I,h the cnmrni:llion to CheJI. '" 01 his jOIl~n( y, the ;n:lyor of 
" t)lat city, healing th.lt her m,je!~y was k'1cil"g .L III iI.:nger 
.. into bdtllld, an,l he hell1g a churchman, wa!tt:d (1n the 
.. doctor, vjho, in dl1:'oUlfe "j,h.the mayor, taketh out 

of a c10kebag a l'>atl,( r box, [a\ ing unto h!uI. lie.e is a COnt

u mtflon t/"(~t j';a// lap t/"c hC1ct:C, 'i l,e/old (calling the pro
« tej:ant~ by that tl~je). The gOOf: \\,llmJ.n of the houfe, bting 
.. well afFedtd to the proteftant r('li~;io", and a1:o having it 
" brothlr l'amed fOHN EDMO'\!>~ d the I.::ne, then a citizen 
" in Dublllt, ",as 'much tloubled at the dodnt's word;; but 

watching her convenient tIr " whik the m:l>or took hIS 

•• leave, and the doCtor COmpl1l11LPted him down the /Jain, 
.. fue o.)en~ the box, takes the commiiJion out, and places m 
•• lieu then'of a £bret of paper, with a pack of cards wr~pt 
•• up therein, the knave of clubs being f"ced uppermoft • 
• < f "I'" doCtor coming up to his chambtr, fufpeB:i'1g nothing 
.. of what had bf'e'n -done, put up the box as fonrlerly. The 
.. next day going to the water-fide, wind and \\leather !erving 
•• him, he fails towards Ite!und, and landed on the 7th of .< OCtober, J I) ;S, at DU/;!Il1. Then coming to the came, the 
.. lord F 1 TZ-W A LT EllS, being lord-deputy, fcnt for him to 
" t(.mc before him and the privy-council: who, coming in, 
A< af!:t'1 he had made !l. fpeech rd,tting upon what account he 
•• came over, he prefenu the box unto the lord deputy, who, 
•• Ci.:.fillg it to be opened, dw. the fecretiUjl might read the 

•• C:OJXJ..o 
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and all the marks of unreleBtiDg vengeanc~, the ~. It 1\ 

f d · _""'. . d nJ promoters 0 a pure an ratIOnal rt;dgI0n! an Sit c: T: I. 
deprived BROWN and other proteftant bifhdPS of I • 

their dignities in the church. .a.tt the rei~n of 
ELIZABETH gave a new and a deadly blc)W to 
popery, which was again recov<:ring its force, 
and arming iaelf anew with the authority e)f the 
throne; and the Irilh were obliged again td. rub-
mit to the form of wodhip and difcipline eftabhfhed 
in England [nJ. 

XII. The Reformation had not been long Th~ Refor-

0: bl"{h d· B·· h h B I . . mattoll e ale 10 rztatn. w cn tee glC provmces, take. plae. 

united by a refpeB:able conferieracy, which O:ill ~ Ihe 

fubfifts, withdrew from their Iplrit11al alle~iance p;::7:~et, 
to the Roman ponti£. PHILIP II., king of jpai1l, 
apprehending the danger to which the religi<)fl of 
Rome was expofed from that {pirit of liberty and 
independence which reigned in the inhabit~ts of 
the Low-Countries, took the moO: violent mellfures 
to difpel it. For this purpofe he augmentecl the 
number of the bi1hops, enaCted the moO: (evere 

.. commiffion, there.> was nothing fave a pack of cards with the 

.. knave of dubs uppermofl; which not only ftartled the lord-
<. deputy and council, but the doctor, who affured them j1e had 
U a commiffion, but knpw not how It was gone, tl} .. n the lord-
U deputy made anfwer, Let us have another commrjJion, alltl ",'f 

.. wzil fhuffie the cards In the mean whIle. The doctor, being 

.. troubled 10 hiS mind, went away, and returned mto Entland ; 

.. and. coming to the court, obtamed another commlffio~; 
« but, flaymg for a wind on the water fide, news came ,0 hiM 
« that the queen was dead; and thus God preferved the pro-
u teftants of Ireland.". 
~een ELI Z ABE T H was (0 delighted with this ftory, which 

was related to her by L?rd FI TZ WA LT E 1l on his retarn t~ 
Englad. that !he fent for ELI ZAB E T H ED MON DS, who(e hur
band's name was MATTERSHAD. and ga1<e her a penl10n of 
forty pounds during her lIfe. See Cov,.Hlbernta Anglteana, or 
HtJlory of Ireland, &c. yolo it. p. 308. - Harillan Mzjct//allJ. 
vol. Y. p. 568 ' 

[nJ See 'The Life of Dr. GEORGE BROWN, AreM.}O} of 
DII~ljn, publi!hed at London in +to, in the year 1681, and 
which has been reprinted in the fifth volume of the n",.IIII,. 
MzjcJl.,,:J. No. LXXIX. 

VOL, IV. K and 
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and . bubovous l~ ws againft all innotrators in 
matters of religion, and erected that unjuft and 
inhuman tribunal of the inquifitioll, which would 
intimidate and, tame, as he thought, the manly 
{pirit of an oppreffed and perfecuterl people. But 
his meafures, in this refpeCt, were as unfuccefsful 
as they were abfurd; hiS furious and intemperate 
zeal for the fuperftitions of Rome accelerated their 
defrruction, and the papal autr.ority, which had 
only been in a CJ itical frate, was reduced to a 
defperace one, by the very fieps that were defigned 
to [upport it. The nobility formed themfelves 
into an aJJociation, in the year 1566, with a view 
to procure the repeal of thefe tyrannical and bar~ 
barous ediCts; but, their folicitations and rt'quefrs 
being treated with contempt, they reh)lved to ob
tain by force, what th-:y hoped to have gained 
fl.·om clemency and jufiice. They addreffed 
themfelve~ to a free and an abufed people, fpurned 
the authority of a cruel yoke, and with an impe~ 
CUonty and vehemence that were perhaps exceffivc, 
trampled upon whatever was held facred or re
fpeCtable by the church of Rome [0]' To quell 

thefe 

IJJ" [0] Dr. MOSHEIM fcems here to diftingui1h too little 
between the fpirit of the nobility and that of the multitude. 
Nothing was more temperate and decent tnan the conduCt of the 
former; and nothmg could be more tumultltolts and Irregular 
than the behaviour of the latter. While the multitude de
itroyed churches, pl1Ued down monaf1:eries, broke the image~ 
ufed in public worlhip, abured the officers of the inqulfition, 
and committl'd a thoufand. enormities, the eiFeGts ot furiou, 
refentment and brutilh rage; the nobility and more opulent 
citizem kept within the bounds of moderatloll and prudence. 
Though jUjUy exafperated again1l: a defporic and cruel govern
ment, they dreaded the confequences of popular t.Jmult~ as the 
greateft of misfortunes. Nay, many of them united their 
council, and forces with thef", of the governefs (the duchefs of 
Parma) to rell:rain the feditious and turbulent fpirit of the 
people. The prince of Orange and count EgmDllt (whofe me. 
mories will Ii,'c for ever in the grateful remembrance of the 
Dutch Il:ltion, and be dear to all the lovers of heroic patriotifm 

and 
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thefe tumults, a powerful army was knt from Spain, C E N T. 

under the cOI:nmand of t~e duke of ALvA, :whofe s E ~':.r: I. 
horrid barbanty and fangUlnary proceedings klOQled ~I __ 

that long and bloody war from which the power-
ful republic of the United Provinces derive its 
origin, confifience, and grandeur. It wls the heroic 
condutl: of WILLIAM of NaJlizu, prince of Orange, 
feconded by the fuccours of England and France, 
that delIvered this fiate from the Spanifh yoke. 
And no fooner was this deliverance obtained, than 
the reformed religion, a!. it was proferred in Switzer-
land, was eftabhfhed in th, U mted Provinces [p J ; 
and, at the fame time, an uOlverfal toler.mon 
granted to thofe whofe reltgious fentiments were 
of a different nature, whether they retained the 
faith of Rom~, or embraced the Reformation in 
another form Lq], provided ftill that they made no 
attempts agalOft the authority of the government, 
or the tranquillity of the public [rJ. 

XIII. The 

and facred liberty throughout the world) lignalized their mo
deratIOn upon thiS occ,dion, dnd were the clncf mllruments of 
the repofe lh"t enflled. Thelr oppofinon to the go\'ernment 
P' oeeed~d from the dlCl:ates of humanity and Jllfbce, and not 
from a fpmt ofhcentlOufllcf, and rebelhon; alld filch was their 
influence and authonty among the people, that, had the w'Fe· 
MOUS COUlt of Spam condefccnded to make any redfonable con. 
ceffion" the pubhc trdnqUllhty nught have been again rellored. 
and the alfeCl:lons of the people entirely regamcd. See Lii. 
C L E It L, Hljlolre des Provo Vn.livr. i. p. 1 S. 

[p] In the year 1573. 
c:? [1] It is neceffary to diIHnguilh between the tolctation 

that was granted to the Roman c<ltholics, and that .... lm:h the 
.ilnahaptlj/s, Lutherans, and other protellant feCl:s, enjoyed. 
They were all lOdiCcnminately excluded from the civll employ
.1Ients of the /tate; but though they were equally all 0\\ ed the 
e}'erClfe of their religion, the latter were permitted to enJoy 
their religIOus worlhip in a more open an~ pubhc manner than 
tne fOfmer, from whom the churches were >~ken, and whofe 
religioue aH'emblies were confined to private con\ enudes, 
which had no external refemblance of the edifices l.Ifually fet 
apart for divine wodhip. 

[r] See a farther account of this matter in GUARD 
BRANDT's Hzj10ry of tbe RtjOrma/Jon m tbe Ne/beiland" .of 

l\. 2 wluch 
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"Ibt HIST'blty "thl REPOllMATION. 

XIIT. The Reformation made a conliderable 
progrefs in Spain and Italy foon after the rupture 
between LUTHER and the Roman Pontif. In all 
the provinces of Italy, but more efpecially in the 
territories ofJ7enice, <J'tifcany, and Naples, the re
ligion of Rome loft ground, and great numbers 
of perfons, of all ranks and orders, expreffed 
an averfion to the papal yoke. This gave rife 
to violent and dangerous commotions in the 
kingdom of Naples in the year 1546, of which the 
principal authors were BERNARD OCHINO and 
PETER MARTYR, who, in their public difcourfes 
from the pulpit, exhaufted a)l the force of their 
irrefiftible eloquence in expofing the enormity of 
the reigning fuperftition. Thefe tumults were 
appeafed with much difficulty by the united efforts 
of CHARLES V., and his viceroy DON PEDRO Dr 

TOLEDO [sJ. In feveral places the popes put a 
fiop to the progrefs of the Reformation, by letting 
looCe, upon the pretended heretics, their bloody 
inquijitors, who fpread the marks of their ufual 
ballbarity through the greateft part of Italy. 
Thefe formidable minifters of fuperftition put fo 
many to death, and perpetrated, on the frienes of 
religious liberty, fuch horrid aCts of cruelty and 
oppreffion, that moft of the reformifts confulted 
their fafety by a voluntary exile, while others re
turned to the religion of Rome, at leaft in external 
appearance. But the terrors of the inquijition, 
which frightened back into the profeffion of 
popery feveral proteftants in other parts of Italy, 
could not penetrate into the kingdom of Naples, 
nor could either the authority or entreaties of the 

which there was a French abridgment publiihed at Amjiertlam, 
in three volumes lZmo, in the year 1730. The original work 
was publiihed in Dutch, in fOIlT volumes 4to. 

[1] See GIANNONE, HifJoire Civiledu Royaume de Nap/u, 
tom. iv. p. lo8.-V:ita G.UIiACII in MUfiQ Helvetico, tom. ii. 
p. S~+· 

Roman 
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:Roman pontifs engage the Neapolitans to' admit C E N 'T~-, 
within their territories either a court of inquifi ... s 11 ~~~. L , 
tion, or even vifiting inquifitors [tJ. " 

The eyes of fcveral perfons in Spain were opened 
upon the truth, not only by the fpirit of inquiry, 
which the controverfies between LUTHER and 

~ [t] It was an attempt to introduce a Roman inquifitor 
into the city of NapJe.r, that, properly fpeaking, produced the 
tumult and {edition which Dr. Mos H ElM attributes in this {ec
tionto'thepuJpitdifcourfes ofOcHJNO and MARTYR; for 
thefe famous preachers, and particularly the former, taught the 
doctrines of the Reformation wIth great art, prudence, and call
tion, and converted many fecretly, without giving public of
fence. The e'llperor himfelf, who heard him at NapIn, de
dared, that he preached with forh Jptrif and devotion as lWasfo/
jident to make the 'Very Jlones <weep. After Oc H I NO'S departure 
from Naples, the difciples he had formed gave private inftruc
tioos to others, among whom were fome eminent eccJenaftics 
and perfons of diilinCtion, who began to form congregations 
and conventicles. This awakened the jealoufy of the viceroy 
To LED 0, who publifhed a fevere edict againft heretical books. 
ordered fome produCtions of MEI.ANCTHON and ERASMUS 

to be publicly burnt, looked with a fufpicious eye on all kinds 
of literature, fuppreJfed feveral academies, which had been 
erected about thi~ time by the nobility for the advancement 
of learning; and, h.tving rpceived orders from the emperor 
to introduce the inquiJition, deJired pope p" TT L III. to fend 
from Rome to Naples a deputy of that formida~le tribunal. 
It was this that excited the people to take up arms in order to 
defend themfelves againll: this branch of fpiritual tyranny, 
which the Neapolitans never were patient enough to fulfer, 
and which, on many occafions, they had oppofed with vigour 
and fuccels. HoJl:ilities enfued, which were followed by an 
accommodation of matters and a general pardon; while the 
emperor and viceroy, by this refolute oppofition, were deterred 
from their defign of introducing this defpotic tribunal into the 
kingdom of Naples. Several other attempts were afterwards 
made, during the reign of PH 1 LIP 11.. III.. IV'J and 
CHARLES II., to eftablilh the inquifition in Naples; but', by 
the jealoufy and vigilance of the people. they all proved in
eff'etl:ual. At length the emperor CHU.LU VI., in the be
ginnin~ of this prefent century, publilbed an ediCt, exprefsly 
prohibIting all caufes, relating to the holy f4ith. to be tried 
by any perfons. except the archhilhops and bilhops as ordi
naries. See GIANNONE, Hijloire Je Naples, livr. xxxii. 
rea. a and 5.-MoJmJ llm'1l. Htftor'J, vol. xxviii. p. %73, &c. 
edit. oclclvo. 
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Rmi, had excited in Eurflpe, but even by tl;1ofe 
very di"9'ines, which CHARLES V. had brought with 
him into Germany, to'"combat the pte1!cnded herefy 
of the reformers. For thefe Spanifh'doCtors im
bibea this herefy inftead of refuting it, and propa
gated it more or lefs, on their return home, as ap
pears evidently from feveral circumfiances [ u]. 
But the inquifition, which' could not gain any 
footing in the kingdom of Naples, reigned tri
umphant in Spain; and by racks, gibbets, ftakes, 
and other fuch formidable inftruments of its me
thod of pel fuading, foon ternfied the people back 
into popery, and fuppreffed the vohement defire 
they had of changing a fuperftitious worihip for a 
rational religion [w]. 

XI V. I ihall not pretend to difpute with thofe 
writers, whatever theit {eeret intentions may be, 
who obferve, that many unjufhfiab1e proceedings 
may be charged upon fome of the moil: eminent 
promoters of this great change in the il:ate of re
ligion. For every impartial and attentive obft:rver 
of the rife ana progreis of the Reformation wiU 

C [It] This appears from the unhappy end of all the eede
{tallies that had attended C HAp, Lf S V. and follow<;d him into 
his retit cment. No fooner was ttlt! b,e"th of tha.t monarch OUi:, 

than they were put into the ioqulflt,on, and were afterwards 
c::lmmitted to the flames, or fent to cie,ull In oth<'r fclrms equally 
terrible. Such was the fate of AUGUSflll< CASAL, the em
pe'ror's preacher; of CONSTANTINE PONflUS, his con
feifor; of the learned E G I DIU s, whom he had nominated to 
the bifhopric of 'Tortqfa; of BA p r HOLOM EW DEC A RA III ZA, 

a Dominican, who had been confeffOr to kwg PHILIP and 
queen MAR y, with above twenty more of le[~ note. All this 
gave reaCon to prefume that CHARLES V. died a proteftant. 
Certain it is, that he knew well the corrl1ptiQns and 6:a.uds of 
the church of Rome, and the grounds and rea[ons of the pro
teftant f~ith; though buJinefs, ambition, interel1:. and the pre
judices of education, may have hlinded him for a while, until 
Ieifure, retirement, the abfente of worlOly temptatIOns. and 
the approach of death, removed the veil. and led him to wife 
and ferious reRexions. See Bu R NET'S Hiflory of tbe Reforma
liQn, and the book cited in the following note. 

['W 1 See GE D DES, his SpaniJh M(myrologj, in his Mifcella
lUau. CJ'rafll, tom. i. p. 445' 

ingenuoufly 



CHAP, IV. 'l"he HISTOR.Y ~tbl REFORMATION. ,135 

ingenuotlfiy acknowledge, that wifdom and pru- C E N T. 

dence did not always attend the tranfaCt:ions of s ~cv;: I. 
mofe that were concerned in this glorious ,au[e ; 
that many things were done with violence, teme-
rity, and precipitation; ltnd, what is ftill worfe, 
that feveral of the principal agents in this great 
revolution were aCl:uated more by the impulfe of 
paffions, and views of intereft, than by a zeal for 
the advancement of true religion. But, on the 
other hand, the wife and candid obferver of things 
will own, as a moft evident and inconteftable 
truth, that many things which, when ftripped 
of the circumftances and motives that attended 
them, appear to us at this time as real crimes, will 
De deprived of their enormity, and even acquire 
the atpetl: of noble deeds, if they be confidered in 
one point of view with the times and places in 
which they were tranfatl:ed, and with the frauds 
and crimes of the Roman pontifs and their crea-
tures, by which they Were occafioned. But after 
all, in defending the caufe of the Reformation, 
we q.re under no obligation to defend, in all things, 
the moral characters of its promoters and inftru-
ments. Thefe two objeCts are entirely diftinCl:. 
The moft juft and excellent callfe may be pro-
moted with low views and from {jnifter motives, 
without lofing its nature, or ceafing to be juft and 
excellent. The true ftate of the qu.dtion here, is~ 
whether the oppofition made, by LUTHER and the 
other reformers, to the Roman ponti£, was founded 
on juO: and folid rearons? :.md this queftion is en-
tirely independent of the virtl,les 0r vices of par-
ticul~r perfons [x]. Let many of thefe ~rrons 
be fuppofed as odio\ls, nay, frill more deteftable, 
than they are plea[ed to reprefent them, provided 
the caufe in which they were embarked be allowed 
to have been juft and good. 

e::? (x1 The tranfiator has adQed here fome paragraphs, to 
render more palpable the important obfervation of the learned 
author. 
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APPENDIX I. 

Concerning the SPIRIT and CONPUCT of the 
firfl Reformers, and the charge of ENTHUSIASM 

(i. e. fanaticifm), that has been brought againft 
them by a celebrated Author. 

T HE candour and impartiality, with which 
Dr. MOSHEIM reprefents the tranfaEtions of 

thofe who were agents and inftruments in bringing 
about the Reformation, are highly lauJable. He 
acknowledges. that imprudence, pallon, and even 
a low felf-intereft, mingled fometimes their rafh 
proceedings and ignoble motives in this excellent 
caufe; and, in the very nature of things, it could 
not be otherwife. It is one of the moft inevitable 
confequences of the fubordination and connexions 
of civil foeiety, that many improper inftruments 
and agents are fet to work in all great and im .. 
portant revolutions, whether of a religious or po
litica1 nature. When great men appear in there 
revolutions, they draw af~er them their dependants; 
and the unhappy effetts of a party-fpirit are un
avoidably difplayed in the beft cau[e. The fub-
1etls follow their prince; the multitude adopt the 
"fyftem of their leaders, without entering into its 
true fpirie, or being judicioufiy attentive to the 
proper methods of promoting it; and thus irre .. 
gtllar proceedings are employed in the maintenance 
of the truth. Thus-it happened in the important 
revolution that delivered a great part of Europe 
from the ignominious yoke of the Roman pontlf. 
The fovereigns, the ecclefiaftics, the men of weight, 

pietrt 



piety, learning; who arore to affert the rights of hu ... 
man nature, the caufe of genuine Chriftianity, and 
the exerclfe of re1igieus liberty, came forth into the 
field of controverfy with a multitude of depen
dants, admirers, and friends, whofe motives and 
conduct cannot be entirely juftified. Befides, when 
the eyes of whole nations were opened upon the 
iniquitous abfurdities of popery, and upon the ty-' 
ranny and infolence of the Roman po ntifs, it was 
fcarcely poffible to fet bounds to the indignation 
of an incenfed and tumultuous multitude, _ who are 
naturally prone to extremes, generally I pafs from 
blind fubmiffion to ]awle[s ferocity, and too rarely 
diftmguifh between the ufe and abuf$! of their 
undoubted rights. In a word, many things, 
which appear to us. extremely irregular in the 
conduct and meafures of Jome of the inftruments 
of our happy reformation, will be entitled to 
a certain degree of indulgence, if the fpirit of the 
times, the 1ituation of the contending parties, the 
barbaI'ous provocations of popery, and the infir
mities of human nature, be duly and attentively 
confidered. / 

The quefrion here is, what was the Jp~rit which. 
animated the jirft and principal reformers, wh(} 
arore in times of darknefs and defpair to deliver 
oppreffed kingdoms from the dominion of RQflle, 
and upon what principles a LUTHER, a ZUINGLE. 
a CALVIN, a MELANCTHON, a BUCER, &c. em
barked in the arduous caufe of the Reformation? 
This queftion, indeed, is not at all neceffary t(} 
the defence of the Reformation, which refts upon 
the {hong foundations of fcripture and reafon, 
and whofe excellence is abfolutely independent on 
the virtues of thofe woo took the lead in pro
moting it. Bad men may be, and ofeen are, 
embarked in the beill: caufes i as fuch caufes afford 
the moil: fpecious maik to cover mercena~y views, 
Qt to difguifc ambitious purpofes. But, until the 
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more than Jefuitical and difingenuolls PHILIPS re
filmed the trumpet of calumny [a], evell the voice 
of popery had ceared to attack the moral cha.
racters of the leading reformers. 

There eminent men were, indeed, attacked 
from another quarter, and by a much more re
fpeEtable writer. The truly ingenious Mr. HUME t 

fo jtlftly celebrated as one of the firft favourites of 
the hiftorical Mufe, has, in his Hiftory of Eng
land, and more efpecially in the Hiftory of the 
houfes of TUDOR and S:ru AR T, reprefented the 
character and temper of the fir) reformers in a 

:point of view, which undoubtedly !hews, that he 
had not confidered them with that clofe and im
partial attention that O'llght always to precede 
perfonal reflexions. He has laid it down as a prin
ciple, that SUPERS'! ITlON and ENTHUSIASM are 
two Jpecies of religion that frand in diametrical cp
pojitioll to each other; and fcems to eftablifh it as a 
faCt, that the former is the genius of popery. and 
the latter the charaCleriftic of the Reformation. 
Both the principle and its application OJ ull ,'ppear 
extremely fingular; and three forts of perfons mufr 

- be more ~fpecially furpri1ed at it. 
F/r./i, Perfons of a philofophical turn, who are 

accuftomed to ftudy human nature, and to defcribe 
with precifion both its regular and excentric move
ments, muit be furpri.fed to fee fllperflition and 
fa11t1tic!fm [b] reprefented as oppofite and jarring 
qualiti(;s. They have been feen often together, 

[a] See tl1e various annvers that \\ ere m:l.d'! to. this biogra. 
pher by the ingcniou'l Mr. PY L, the lc;,rncd Dr. NEVE, and 
othel commendab1e writLrs, who h.we appeared in this contro
verry. 

[6] I ufe the word fanatwfn here inllead of 1'1Itbt:Jiafn, to 
prevent all ambiguity; beclhlfe, as {hall be ihe>\'in prerently, 
Mr. HUM E takes enthl!fiafol, in its woril: fenCe. when he applies 
it to the reformer~; and in that fenfe it is not only equivalent 
to, but is perfeaty fynonymous with, fanaticifm. Befides, 
this latter term is ufed indifcriminately with enthufiafm. by tbis 
celebrated hillorian, in characterifing the Reformation. 

holding 
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l\olding· with each oth'er a moft friendly corre
fpondence; and, indet;d, if we confider their na
ture and their effential charaCters, their union will 
appear'not only pomble, but in fome cafe~ natural, 
if not neceffary. Superjfition, which contifts in 
faife and abjelf notions of the Deity, in the gloomy 
and groundlefs fears of invifible beings, and in 
the abfurd rites, that thefe notions and thete (ears 
naturally produce, is certainly at the root of va
rious branches of fanaticifm. For what is fanati
cijm, but the vifions, illuminations, impulfes, and 
dreams of an over-heated fancy', converted into 
rules of faith, hope, wodhip, and practice? This 
fanaticifm, as it fprings up in a melancholy or a 
cheerful complexion, affumes a variety of afpeCts, 
and its morofe and gloomy forms are certainly 
rnof\: congenial with fuperfti'rion, in its proper 
fenre. It was probably this confideration that led 
the author of the article Fanaticifm, in the famous 
Diaionnaire Encyclopedique, pubhO'led at Paris, to 
define it [c] as a blind and paflionate zeal, which 
arifeth (rom SUPERSTJTIOUS opinions, and leads its 
votaries to !ommil ridiculous, unjujf, and crue! afiiol1s, 
not 011~\' without jhame, but even with certain internal 
fedings of joy and comfort; from which the author 
concluder;, that FAN ATICISM is really nothing more 
than SVPERSTITIONjet in motion. This dehnition 
unites perhaps too dofely thefe two kinds of [aife 
religion, whore enormities have furnilhed very ill
grounded pretexts for difcredlting and mifrepre
fenting the true. It is however a teftimony, from 
one of the pretended oracles of modern philofophy, 
in f.:lVour of the compatibility of fanaticifm with 

Juper:Jiilion. Thefe two principles are evidently 

[ c] Tile words of the original are: Lt fano.tifme ejI un zeit 
arvlugll If pajJio1f(lt. ~ui nalt de! uptnions foperftltuufls. et fait 
f01!lmettre ties a!lians ridicuks. inju/ies et .rudle!. non flu/emc"t jim! 
honte. mais a<V1( unefirtl de loye ft de co"rolation. U falllZ'lt/11fI 
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diainCl:; becaufc fUPl1jJition is, generally fpeakingf 
the eff'etl of ignorance, or of a judgment perverted 
by a four and fplenetic; temper; whereas lanaticym 
is the offspring of an inflamed imagination, and may 
exifl: where there is no fuperftition, i. e. no falfe or 
gloomy notions of the Divini~y. _ But though dif
tinCt:, they are not oppofite pnnclples; on the con
.trary, they lend, on many oeeations, mutual ftrength 
and affiftance to each other. 

If perf ODS accuftomed to philofophical precifion 
will not relilh the maxim of the celebrated writer 
which I have been now confideri'1g, fo neither, 
in the Jccond place, can thofe who are verfed 
in ecclefiaftical hiftory look upon juperftition as 
a more predominant charaCteriftic of popery than 
fanaticifm; and yet this is a leading idea, which 
is not only vifible in many parts of this 'luthor's 
excellent Hiftory, bur appears to be the bafts 
of all the reflexions he employs, a,nd of all the 
epithets he ufes~ in his fpeculations upon the 
Romifh religion. 

And neverthele fs it is manifeft, that the mul
titudes of fanatics, which arore in th! church of 
Rome before the Reformation, are truly innume
rable; and the operations of fanaticifm in that 
church were, at Ie aft, as vifible and frequent, as 
the reft1efs .workings of fuperftition; they went" 
in !hart, hand in hand, and united their vifions 
and their terrors -in the fupport of the papacy. 
Ie is, more efpecially, well known, that the greaten: 
part of the monaftic eftablilhments (that alter
nately infulted the benignity of Providence by 
their aufterities, and abufed it by their licentious 
luxury), were originally founded in con(equence of 
pretended illuminations, miraculous dreams, and 
luch like wild deluftons of an oyerheated fancy. 
Whenever a new doctrine was to be eftablifued, 
that could augment the authority of the pope, 
or fiU the coffers of the clergy; whenever a new 
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convent was to be erected, there was always a 
vifion or a miracle ready to facilitate the bulinefs j 
nor muil: it be imagined, that forgery and im
pofture were the only agents in this matter;
by no means ;-impoftllre there was; and it was 
frequently employed; but impoftures made ufe of 
fanatics j and in return fan:!tlcs found Impoftors~ 
who fpread abroad their fame, and turned their 
vifions to profit. Were I to recount with the 
utmoft fimphcity, without the fmalleft addItion 
of ludicrous embelliihment, the extafies, vifions~ 
feraphic ampurs, celeftial appdritions, that are [aid 
to have fhed fuch an odour of fanCl:ity upon 
the male and female faints of the Romifu church; 
were I to pafs in reVIew the famous conformities 
of St. FRANCIS, the illuminations of St. IGNA

TIUS, and the enormous cloud of fanatical witneffes 
that have dIfhonoured humanIty In bearing tef
timony to popery, this ddfertatlOn would become 
a voluminous hiftory. Let the reader caft an 
eye upon Dr. MOSHEIM'S account of thofe ages 
that more immedIately preceded the Reforma
tion, and he WIll ft'e what a number of feas, 
purely fanatical, ar01e in the bofom of the Romilh 
church. 

But this is not all-for it muft be carefully 
obferved, that even thvfe extravagant fanatics~ 
who produced fuch diforders in Germany about the 
commencement· of the Reformation, were nurfed 
in the bofom of popery, were profelfed papifts 
before they adopted the caufe of LUTHER, nay,. 
many of them paired direCtly from popery to fa
naticifm, without even entermg into the outward 
profemon of Lutheranifm. It is alfo to be ob
ferved, that beflrles the fanatics~ who expofed 
themf~lves to the contempt of the wife upon the 
public theatre of popery, SECKENDORF fpeaks of 
a fea: that merits of this denomination, which had 
fpread in the Netberlallds, before LUTHER. raired 
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his voice againft popery, and whofe members 
were engaged~ by the terror of penallaws,.to dif
femble their fentiments; nay, even affeded a de ... 
vout compliance with the external rites of the 
eftablithed wodhip, until religious liberty, intro
duced by the reformation, encouraged them to 
pull off the maik, and propagate their opinions, 
feveral of which were licentious and profane. 

But, in the third piau, the friends of the Re
formation rouft naturally be both furprifed and 
difpleafed to find entbujitifm, or fanaticifm, laid 
down by Mr. H U ME as the character and fpirit of 
its founders and abettors, without any exception, 
or dIitinB:ion, made in favour of anyone of the 
reformers. Thatfanaticifm was viGble in the con
duCt and {pirit of many who embraced the Re
formation, is a faa which I do not pretend to 
deny; and it may be worthy of the reader's cu
fioGty to confider, for a moment, how this (arne 
to pars. Th.lt religious liberty, which the Re
formation introduced and glanted (in confequence 
of its eifential principles) indifcriminate1y to all, 
to learned and unlearned, rendered this eruption 
of enthufiafm inevitable. It is one of the imper
feCtions annexed to all human things, that our 
beft bleffings have their inconveniencies, or, at 
leaft, are fufceptible of abufe. As liberty is a 
natural right, but not a difcerning principle, it 
could not open the door to truth without letting 
error and delufion come in along with it. If rea
Jon came forth with dignity, when delivered from 
the defpotifm of authorIty, and the blind fervitude 
of implicit faith; imagination, alfo fet free, and 
lefs able to bear the profperous change, came forth 
l1kewife, but with a different afpea, and expofed 
to view the reveries it haJ been long obliged to 
conceal. 

Thus many fanatical phantoms were exhibited, 
which neither arofe: from the [pirit of the Re-
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rormation, nor from die principles of the re
formers, hut which had been engendered in the 
horom 'of popery, and' which the foftering rays 
of liberty had difclofed; firnilar in this, to the 
enlivening beams of the fun, which fructifies in ... 
dflcriminately the /alutary plant in the well-culti
vated ground, and the noxious weed in a rank and 
neglected foil. And as the Reformation had nt) 
fuch miraculous influence (not to fpeak of the im
perfeB:ion th'at attended its jnfancy, and that has 
not entirely been removed from its more ad vanced 
ftages) as to cure human nature of its infirmities 
and follies, to convert irregular pailions inco regu
br principles, or to turn men into angels before 
the time, it has fl:ill left the field open, both for 
fanaticifm and fuperfrition to fow their tares among 
the goed feed; and this will probably be the cdfe 
until the end of the world. It is here, that we 
muft feek for the true caufe of all that condemnable 
enthuGaii11 that has difbonoured the chriftian name, 
and often troubled the order of civil focieey, at dIf
ferent: periods of time fince the Reformation; and 
for which the Reformation is no more refponfible, 
than a free government is for the weakhefs or cor
ruption of thofe who abufe its lenity and indulgence. 
The Reformation eftabliihed the facred and un
alienable right of private judgment; but it 'could 
not hinder the private judgment of many from be
ing wild and extravagant. 
, The Reformation, then, which the multiplied 
enormities of popery- rendered fo neceffary, mufi: 
be always diftinguifhed from the abufes that might 
be, and were often made, of the liberty it inti 0-

duced. If you afk, indeed, what wa~· the temper 
and Jpirit of the jirfl heralds of this happy Re
formation, Mr. H 1: ME will tell you, that tbey were 
univeifally inflamed with the higheft entbtljiaJm. 
This affertion, if taken fingly, and not com':' 
pared with other paffages ie1ating to the reformers. 

\ ll)ighc 



A P'P'E'N 'D I X I 
. ~ 

might be mderftood in a fenCe confiftent witfi 
truth, nay, even honourable to the character of 
there eminent men. For, jf by mthujiaJm we 
underftand that Cpirit of ardor, intrepidity, and 
generous zeal, which leads men to brave the moft 
formidable obftacIes and dangers in defence of 
a caufe, whofe excellence and importance have 
made a deep impreffion upon their minds; the 
firft reformers will be allowed by their warmeft 
friends to ha.ve been enthufiafts. This fpecies of 
enthufiafm is a noble affection, when fitly placed 
and wifely exerted. It is this generous fenfibility, 
this ardent feeling of the great and the c>."ccllent, 
that forms heroes and patriots; and without it, 
nothing difficult and arduous. that is attended with 
danger or prejudice to our temporal interefts, 
can either be attempted with vigour, or executed 
with fuccefs. Nay, had this ingenious writer 
obferved) that the ardor of the firft reformers was 
more or lefs violent, th~t it was more or lefs 
blended with the warmth and vivacity of human 
paffions, candour would be obliged to avow the 
charge. 

But it is not in any of thefe points of view, that 
otir eminent hiftorian confiders the fpirit, temper, 
and enthufiafm of the firft reformers. The en
thufiafm he attributes to them is fanaticifm in its 
worH: fenfe. He fpeaks indeed of the inflexible in
trepidity, with which they braved dangers, torments, 
and even death itJelJ; but he calls them the fanatical 
and enraged reformers: he indicates, through the 
whole courfe of his hinory, fanaticifm as the 
characteriftic of the proteftant religion and its 
glorious founders; the terms protejfant fanaticifm
fanatical churches are interfperfed in various parts 
of this work; and we never meet with the leaft 
appearance of a diftinCl:ion between the rational 
and enthujiajJic, the wife and indifcreet friends of 
the Reformation. In thort) we find a phrafeo-
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logy conf1:antly employed upon this fubjea~ 
which difcovers an intention to confound protef
tandfm with enthufiafm, and to make reformers 
and fanatics fynonyl1)ous terms. Weare told, 
that while abfurd rites and burthenfome fuperfti
tions reigned in the Romi1h chuI"Ch, the reformers 
were thrown, by a '/pirit of oppofition, into att e11/hu-

./iaftic ftrain of devotion; and in another place, that 
thefe latter placed aft merit in a myfterious '/pecies of 
faith, in INWARD VISION, RAPTURE and EXTACY. 

It would be eodlefs to quote the paJfages in which 
this rcprdentation of thing'> is repeated in a great 
variety of phrafes, and artfully infinuated into the 
mind of the reader, by dextrous ftrokes of a fe
ducing pencil j which, though fcattered ht:re and 
there, yet gradually unite their influence on the 
imagination of an uninfiruCted and unwary reader, 
and form, imperceptibly, an unfavourable im
premon of that great event, to which we owe at 
this day our civil and religious liberty, and our 
deliverance fi om a yoke of fuperftitiollS and bar
barous defpotifm. Proteftants, in all ages and 
places, are fiigmati7ed by Mr. HUME WIth very 
dilhonourable titles; and it ftruc.k me particularly 
to fee even the generous oppofers of the Spani{h 
inquifition in Hofland) whofe proceedings were fo 
moderate, and whofe complaints were fa humble, 
un til the barbalous yoke of fllperftition and' ty
ranny became intolerable; it fhuck me, I fay, co fee 
thefe generous patrlots branded with the general 
character of bigots. This is certainly a fevere ap
pellation; and were it applied with much more 
equity than it is, I think it would frill come with 
an ill grace from a lover of frtedorn, from a .mall 
who lives and writes with fecurity under the 
aufpicious nude of that very liberty which the 
Reformation introduced, and for which the Belgic 
heroes (or higots-if we muil: call them (0) lhed 
their blood. I obferve with pain", that the 
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p'hrafeolqgy employed perpetually by Mr. HUMB, 
on umilar occafiol~, teems to difcover a keen dif. 
like of every oppoution made to power in favour 
0'£ the Reformation. Nay, upon the too general 
principle which this eminent writer has diffufed 
through his hifiory, we fhall be obliged to brand 
with the opprobl ious mark of fanaticifm, thofe 
generous friends of civil and religious liberty, who, 
in the Revolution in 1688, oppored the meafures 
of a popiih prince and an arbitrary government; 
and to rank the BURNI:TS, TILLonoNs, STIL
LINGFLEETS, and other immortal ornaments of the 
protefiant name, among the enthufiafiic tribe; it is 
a quefiion, whether even a BOYLE, a NEWTON, or 
a LOCKE, will efcape a cenfure, which is lavifhed 
without mercy and Nithout difiinCtion.-But my 
prefent bufinefs is wilh the firfi reformers, and to 
them I return. 

Thofe who more efpecially merit that title were 
LUTHER, ZUINGLE, CALVIN, MELANcTHON, Bu
eRR, MARTYR, BULLINGER, BJ:ZA, OECOL,\MPA

D I 1.J s, and others. Now thefe were all mf'n of 
learning, who came forth into the field of contro
verfy (in which the fate of future ages, with refpect 
to liberty, was to be decided) with a kind of arms 
that did not at all give them the afpect of perfons 
agitated by the impulfe, or feduced by the delu
fions, of fanaticdi11. They pretended not to be 
called to the work they undertook by vifions, oc 
internal illuminations and impulfes ;-they never 
attempted to work miracles, nor pleaded a Divine 
commilIlon ;-they taught no new religion, nor 
laid claim to any extraordinary vocatiofl ;-they 
refpeCl:ed government, practifed and taught fub
miilion to CIvil rulers, and defired only the liberty 
of that confclence which God has made free, and 
which ceaJes to be confcience if it be not free. 
They maintained, that the faith of Chriilians was 
to be det~nuined by the word of God alone;-

they 
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they had recourfe to reafon and argument, to the 
rules of found criticifm, and to the authority and 
light of hiftory.-They tranflated the Ccriptutes 
into the popular languages of different countries, 
and appealed to them as the only teft of religious 
truth. They exhorted Chriftians to judge for 
themfelves, to fearch ethe fcriptures) to break 
afunder the bonds of ignorant prejudice and lawlefs 
authority, and to affel t that liberty of confcience 
to which they had an unalienable right as reaforl.
able beings. Mr. HUME himfelf acknowledges, 
that they offered to (ubmit all religious doflrines f() 

private judgment, and exhorted everyone to examine 
the principles /orm6r/y impoJed upon him. In iliorr, 
it was their great and avowed purpoic to eppofe 
the grofs corruptions and the lpiritual tyranny of 
Rome Ed], of which Mr. H UME himfelf complains 
",-ith a juft indignation, and which he cenCures 
in as keen and vehement terms, as thofe which 
were ufed by LUTHER and CAL YIN in their warm
eft moments. 

I have already infinuated, and I acknowledge 
it here again, that the zeal of the reformers was 
fometimes intemperate; but I cannot think this 
circumftance fufficient to juftify the afperfion of 
Fanaticijm, which is caft: both on the fpitit of the 
Reformation, and the principal agents concerned 
in it. A man may be over-zealous in the ad
vancement of, what he fuppoCes to be, the true re
ligion, without being entitled to the denomina
tion of a fanath; unlefs we depart from the ufual 
fenfe of this word, which is often enough em
ployed to have acquired, before this time, a 
determinate fignification. The intemperate zeal 

Cd] See the fenlible and juaicious Letters on Mr. HUM E 's 
Hiflory of Great Britain (filch is the title). that were pub!ilbed 
,at Edilt6ufgh in the year 1756; and in which fome point', 
which I have barely mentiol;lcd here, arc enlarged upon, and 
illufirated. in an ample and fatitif,H:t:ory manner. 
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of the reformers was the refult of that ardour, 
which takes place in all divifions and parties that 
are founded upon object!> of real or fUI?pofed il!'
portance; and it may be affirmed, that, 10 furh Clf

cumllances, the moft generous minds, filled with a 
perfuafion of.the goodnefs of their end and of the 
uprightnefs of their intentiPns, are the moO: liable 
to tranfgrefs the exact bounds of moderation, and 
to adopt meafures, which, in the calm hour of de
liberate reflexion, they thernfeL-~s would not ap
prove. In all great dlvifions, the warmth of na
tural temper,-the provocation of unjllf! and vio
lent oppofition,-a {pirit of fympathy, which con
neCts, in fome cafes, the moil: diffimilar characters, 
renderi the mild violent, and the phlegmatic warm 
-nay, frequently the pride of coogueft, which 
mingles itfdf, imperceptibly, with the beft prin
ciples and the moO: generolls views, all thefe pro
duce or nOllriih an intemperate zedl; and this 
zeal is, in fome cafes, almoO: inevitable. On the 
other hand, it may be fllfpeCted, that [orne writers, 
and Mr. H UME among others, may have given too 
high colours to their defcriptions of th;s intempe
rate zeal. There is a p.lifage of Sir ROBER'!" 

COTTON, that has much meaning, "moil: men 
" (Jays he) grew to be frozen in zeal a ,·1 benum
Ie rned, fo that whofoever pretended a little JPm-k 
fC of carne/1mjs) he feemed no lefs than red fire 
" hot, in comparifon of the other." 

N orhing can be more [()reign from my temper 
and fentiments, than to plead the cauft of an ex
celIive zeal; more efpecially, evel y kind of zeal 
that approaches to a fpiri[ of intolerance and per
fecution ought to be regarded with avel fion and 
horror by all who have at heart the inttrefl: of ge
nuine Chrif1:ianity, and the happinefs of civil 10-
ciety. There may be, neverthelels, cafes, in 
which a zeal (not that breathes a (pirit of perfecu
tion} but) that mounts to a certam degree of in-

temperance, 
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temperance, may be not only inevitable,· but ufe
ful J nay, not only uJeful, but necejJary. This af~ 
fertion I advance almoft: aga.inft: my will-becaufe 
it is fufceptib!e of great and dangerous abufe
the alfertion however is true, though the cafes 
mufi: be fingularly important and defperate to 
which fuch zeal may be ~pplied. ~ I t has been ob
ferved, that the Reformation was one of thefe 
cafes, and, all things attentively confidercd, thes 
obfervation appears to be entirely juft; and the 
violence of expreffion and vehement me.lfures em
ployed by fome of the reformers, might have been 
(I do not fay that they really 'Were) J.S much the 
dfed: of provident reflexion, as of natural fervour 
and 1 efencment. To a caJcuilting head, which 
confidered c1oftly, in thefe times of con uptlon 
and darknei;, the fhength of the court of Rome, 
the luxury and defj10tifm of the pomiG, the igno
r .. lOce and licentioufnet's of the clergy, the fuper
ftition and ftupidity of the people; In a word, the 
deep root which the papacy had gained through 
all thefe; circllmfhnces combined, what was the 
firft thought that muft naturally have: occurred? 
No doubt, the. improbability that cool philofo
phy, difpaffionate reafon and affeCtionate remon
ftrances would ever triumph over thefe multi
plied and various [upports of popery. And, if a 
calculating head muit have judged in this manner, 
a generous heart, which confidered the bleffings 
that muft arife upon mankind with religious li
berty and a reformation of the chun~h, would na. 
turally be excited to apply even a violent re
medy, if that were neceJlary) to remove fuch a def
perate amI hon ible difeafe. It would really [eem" 
that LUTHER acted on fiJch a view of things. lie 
began mildly, and did n'Jt employ the fire of his 
zeal, before he faw that it was elfential to the 
fuccefs of his caufe. Whoever looks into Dr. 
MOSHEIM'S hiftary, or any other impartial ac-
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count of the X V Ith century, will find, that Lu
THER'S oppofition to the infamoU') traffic of in
dulgences, was carried on, at firfr, in the moll: 
fubmiffive £train, by hhmble re,nonftrances ad
dreffed to the pope. and the moil: eminent pre
lates of the church. Thefe remonftrancf's were 
anfwered, not only by the defpotic vo;ce of au
thority, but alfo by opprobrious inveB.ives, perfi
dious plots ag.linil: hIS perion, and the terror of 
penal law~. Even under there he maintained his 
tranquillity; and his conduct at the famous diet 
of IVorms, though refolutc and {leddy, was never
thelefs, both refpeCtful and moden:. But when all 
gentle meafures proved ineffectual; then, indeed, 
lle acted with redoubJed vigour, and added a new 
degree of warmth and impetuoGty to his zeal; and 
(1 repeat it) reflexion might have dictated thofe 
animated proceedings, which were owing, perhaps, 
merely to his refentment, and the natural warmth 
of his temper inf1amed by oppoDtion. Certain it 
is, at leaft, that neither the elegant CHires of ERAS

MUS (had he even been a friend to the ca'Ufe of 
liberty), nor the timid remonilrances of the gentle 
MELANCTHON (who was realiy fLlch), would ever 
have been fufficlenr to brin:::; <lbOllt a reformation 
of the church. The fanner m:..Je many laugh, 
the latter made fame rea/on; but neither of the 
two' could make them aCt, or jet [hem in mo
tion. In fuch a crifis, bold fpetch and ardent re
(olution were neceililry to produce that happy change 
in the face .of religion, which has crownerl with in
eftimable bleffings one part of Europe, and has 
been productive of many ad.vantacres even to the 
ather, which cenfures it.' 0 

As to CALVIN, everyone, who has any acquaint
ance with hiftory, knows how he fet out in pro
moting the Reformation. It wa!) by a work com
pofed with a dame elegance of ftyle j and which, 
though tinctured with the fcholaftic theology of 

9 the 
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the times, breathes an uncommon fpirit of good 
fenCe and moderation. This work was the InJlitutes 
of tbe ChriflictlZ Religion, in which the learned writer 
lhews, that the doCtrine of the reformers was founded 
in fcripture and rearon. Nay, one of the defigns 
of this book was to fl1ew, that the reformers ought 
not to be confounded with certain fanatics, who, 
about the time of the Reformation, fprung from 
the bofom of the church of Rome, and excIted tu
mults and commotions in feveral places. The 
French monarch (FRAN~IS 1.), to cover with a 
fpecious pretext IllS barbarou!> per[ecurion of the 
friends of the Reformation, and to pI event the 
refentmenr of the protcitants in Germany, with 
whom it was his interefl: to be on good terms, 
alleged, that his (ever ity feIl, only, upon a fetl: of 
enthufiafts, who, under the title of Al1abaptifls, 
fubftituted their vifions in the place of the doc
trines and declarations of the Holy Scriptures. 
To vindicate the Reformers from this reproach, 
CAL VIN wrote the book now under confideration ; 
and though the theology that reigns in it be 
chargeable with fome defeCts) yet it is as remote 
from the fpirit and complexion of fanaticifin) a~ 
any thing can be. Nor indeed is this fpirit vifible 
ir. any of the writings of CALVIN that I have 
peru[ed. His commentary upon the Old and New 
Teftament is a production that will always be 
elleemed, on account of its elegant fim?licity, and 
the evident marks it bears of an unprejudiced and 
impartial inquiry into the plain fenfe of the [acred 
writings, and of fagacity and penetration in the 
inveftigation of it. 

If we were to pafs in review the writings of the 
othcr eminent reformers, whore names have been 
already mentioned, we fhould find abundant 
matter to juftify them in the fame refpett. They 
were men of letters, nay, feveral of them men of 
taite for the age in whIch they lived i they culti-
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vated the ftudy of languages, hiftory, and criticifm, 
and applied themfelves with indefatigable induftry 
to there fiudies, which, of all others, are the leaft 
adapted to excite or nourifh a fpirit of fanaticifflZ. 
They had, indeed, their errors and prejudices; nor 
perhaps were they few in number; but who is free 
from [he fame charge? We have ours too, though 
they may turn on a different ret of objects. Their 
theology favoured fomewhat of the pedantry and 
jargon of the fchools i-how couid it be otherwife, 
confidering the difmal fiate of philofophy at that 
period? The advantages we enjoy above them, 
give them, at leaft, a title to our candom and in
dulgence; perhaps to our gratitude, as the inftru
rnents who prepared the way through which thefe 
advantages have been cOhveyed to us. To con
clude, let us regret their infirmities; let us rejeB: 
their errors; let us even condemn any inftances of 
ill-judged feverity and violence they may haw: been 
chargeable with i-but let us never forget, that, 
through pel ils and obftacles almoft unfiJrmonnt
able, they open the path to that religious liberty, 
which we cannot too hig/11y efteem, nor be too 
careful to improve to rational and worthy purpo[e~. 

SECTION 
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SEC rIO N II. 

'["he GENERAL HISTORY of the CHURCH, 

1. THE Spaniards and Portuguefe, if we may 
give credit to their hiftorians, exerted 

themrelves, with the greatefr vigour ;wd {uccefs, 
in the propagation of the gorpe1 among the dOlrkened 
nations [a]. And it muft, indeed, be confeffed, 
that thty communicated fome notiong~ fueh as 
they were, of the Chriil:ian religion to the inha
bital!ts of _-1merica, to thofe parts of Africa where 
they carried their arms, and to the iflands and 
maritime provinces of Ajia, which they reduced 
under their dominion. Ie is alfo true, chat con
fiderable numbers of there favage people, who 
h;;.d hitherto lived, either under the bondage of the 
moO: extravagant fuperftitions, or in a total igno
rance of any objeCt of religious worfhip, embraced, 
at l~aft in outward appearance, the doB:rines of 
the Gofpel. But when we confider the methods 
of con vel fion that were employed by the Spanifh 
miffionaries among there wretched nations, the 
barbarous laws and inhuman tortures that were 
ufed to force them into the profeffion of Chrifti
:tnity; when it is confidered, farther, that the 
denomination of Chriftians was conferred upon 
fuch of thofe poor wretches as difcovered a blind 

(al See Jos. Fit A NC. LA F IT AU, lliJioirt dts Decouvertes et 
Con'lueres des Porfugazs dans Ie nouveau Mandl, tom. iii. p. 4%0. 

All the relations given by this eloquent writer (who was after
~ard~ created hilhop of SiJ!erJlI) are taken from .the Portuguefe 
hiftonans-The other wnters who have cafr light upon this 
Jlflrt. of Ecclefiaffical Hillory. are en umerated by F ,\8 R.l C 1 V S. 

In h1s Lrur &J.t"". Evangel1i tit; ~rbi 'x~ril1l1, cap. 42, 43. 48. 
and +9. 
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fht GENERAL HISTO~Y'o/ the CHURCH. , 
C E N T. al1ll exceffive veneration for their frHpid infrruc
s ... "cV

;: II. tors,' and weI'" able, by certain geitures, and the 
repetition of a little jargon, to perform a few fu
perftitious fites and ceremonies; then. inftead of 
rejoicing at, we lhall be tempted to lament, fuch 
a propagation of the gofpe1, and to bf'hold the 
labours of fuch miferable apofrles with indignation 
and contempt. Such i::. the judgment p:.tifed upon 
thefe milIionaries, not only by thofe whom the 
church of Rome places in the lift of heretics, but 
alfo by many of the moO: pious and eminent of 
her own dotl:ors, in France, Germany, Spain~ and 
Italy. 

'J'hheRse,lof II. When the Roman pontifs faw thrir ambition 
t e omm , . 
pontllB In checked by the prog~er::. of the Reformation, whIch 
~~~j::":r depr~v~d t~em of a great p:trt of their. fpirinul 
Chnftia- dom1l11On In E!tJ'"op(', they tUI ned thClr lordly 
nlty. views towolrds the other p.lrts of the globe, and 

became more folicitous than ever about tl,e pi 0-

pag;1Lion of the golpt"l among the nations 6 .. t by 
yet invulved in the darkne1;' of pJganifll1. Thi<; 
they confiderd as the beft method of m;.king 
am-:nds for the lo1s tbey had fuibined in Europe, 
and the men: fpecious pretext for afilllning to 
themfdvcs, with fome appearance of jUlricC', the 
titles of heads or parents ()f the univeriai church. 
The [;UTIOUS [ociety, which, in the year 1540, 
,took the denomination of Jejuits, or, t1.,e company 
of JESUS, feemcd every way' proper to affifT the 
court of Rome in the execution of this extenfive 
deflgn. And accordingly, from their nrft rife, 
this peculiar charge was given them, th;,.t they 
fuould form a certJ.in nlllnber of their order for 
the propagalion of Chriftianity among the un
enlightened nations, and that there miffionaries 
fhould be at the abfolute difpofal of the Roman 
pontif, and always ready, at a moment's warning, 
to repair to whatever part of the wotld he fuould 

fix 
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fbe for the exercife of d'eir miniftry tb]. The C ~ 'to 
many hiftories and relations which m,ention the S J: C T~ II. 
labours, peril~, (lnd exploits of that prodigious 
mulritude of jefuits, who were employed in the 
converfion of the African. American, and Indian 
infidels, abundantly 1hew, with what fidelity and 
zeal the members of this fociety executed the or-
ders of the Roman pontifs [c J. A nd their labours 
would have undoubtedly cro',vned them with im-
morral glory, had it not appeared evident, from 
the moll: authentic recold~, that the greateft part 
of theft: new apoftles had more in view the pro-
moting ~he ambitious' views of Rome, and the 
advancing the interefts of their own fociety, than 
the propagation of the Chriftian religion, or the 
honour of its divine Author [d]. It may alfo be 

r& [b] When the [annie 1 G N 4 T IUS nrrt folicited the confirm
ation of his order by the Roman pontif, P AU L IJ 1., the learned 
and worthy cardinal GUIDI~CIONI oppofe:d his requell with 
great vehemence. But tl,is oppofit;on was vat)quiilied by the 
dexterity of 1 G NAT 1 Us, who, changing the articles of his m
jlttutlon, m whi~h he had promifed obedience to thc pope <WIth 
certam rfjll"li:f.Ms, turned it in luch J. manner as to bind his or
der by a folcmn vow of zmpllCit, bimd, and un/lmlltd ji,hmi/lion 
and o6edlence to the Roman pantif. This change produced the 
ddired efieCt, and made the popes look upon the iefuits as the 
dllcf [UppOl t of their aut!Jority; and hence the zeal which Roml 
h~5 ever fllcwn for that order, and that even at prefent, when 
their fecTlt enormities have been brought to light, and pro
cured the fuppreffion of their focie'Y in Portugal and in Fral1ce~ 
where theif pOlVer wa3 fo extenflve. It is indeed remarkable. 
thlr ICNATIUS and his company, in tr.e very fame charter of 
their ordel in which they declare their implicit and blind alle
giance to the court of Rome, promife a like implicit and un
limited allegiance to the genel al of their fociety. notwithftand. 
ing thc impoffibility of ferving two abfolute mafters, whofe 
commands may be often contradictory. See Hljloil e de;; R.?ii
gu~x de la Compagni& de Jefts, printed at Ulrc,hl in 17.P. tom. i. 
P.77. &c. 

Ie) See Jo. ALB. FA B Rl C II Lux E'Vlmgelii 10/; or6i 'rxorie1Z!, 
cap. xxxiii. p. 550. 

Cd] B. CH R. IST. EB E" H WE IS MAN N 1 Oralio de'Virtuti/;l4s 
,t 'VI/lIS MijJiOI1. RomanRr. in Orall. 'Jus A,adem. p. 286. 

affirmedJ 
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The propa. 
gation of 
the g"fpel 
in Inrila, 
jap'n. and 
Ciulla. 
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affirmed, from records of the higheff credit :tnd 
authority, that the in'luifition ereCted by the jefiJits 
at Goa, and the penal laws whofe terrors they em
ployed fo freely in propa6~tion of the gofpel, con· 
tributed, much more than their arguments and 
exhortations, which were but fparingly ufed, to 
engage the Indians to embrace Chnftunity [e]. 
The convertin6 zeal of the FI anelfcans and lJo
minieans, which had, for a long time, been nut 
only cooled, but almoit totally ex[inguilhed, was 
animated anew by the example of the jefuits. 
And feveral other religiou~ orders, that l1umbel ed 
in their cells, were rGufed ft om their lethargy, if 
not by a prInciple of envy, at leaft by a fplrie of 
emulation. 

III. Of all the jeCJits who diflinguiilied them
felves by their zealous and laborious attempt~ to 
extend the limits of the chul eh, none acq Oil cd a 
more fhining reputation than FRANC!', XAvlrR, 
who is commonly called the Apojlic (f the In
dians [f]. An undaunted J efolution, and no 
{mall degree of genius and fag,lCity, rendued this 
famous. miffionary one of the propel dl ptl for.s 
that could be employed in fuch an arduotJ~ t.dk. 
AecordlDgly, in the year 1522, he fet [,lli for the 
Portuguek fettlements in India, and, in ,l {hoI t 
{pace of time, fpread the knowledge of the Chi if
tian, or, to fpeak more properly, of the popilh 

le] See the lItjl. de la Compag'ZlC de Je.fus, tom. ii. p. 17 1• 

2°7· 
[f] The late king of Portugal ohtainrd for XA VI t R, or 

rather for his memory, the title of Prote.7or cr the buucs, Ii om 
BIl'NEDICT XIV., in the ) ear 1747. .. See the: Leftm Edtj:anlrs 
et Curle/fes des MdJioll! Etrangercs, tom. xliii. Prif. p. 36. 
The body ,.j this fainted mlffion:uy lie; interred at Goa, where 
it is worfuipped with the highel\' marks of devotion. There is 
alfo a magnificent church at Co/all dedlcated to XA v IE R to 
whom the inha?itants of that ~ortuguefe ftttlement pay' the 
moll: devout tribute of veneration and worlhip. See Lettres 
Edljiall!CJ, &c. tom.)ii. p. 85' 89. 2 °3' tom. v. p. 38 -48• 
tom. Vl. p. 78. 

religion, 
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religion, over a great part of the continent, and c t"'K T. 
in (eventl of the iflands of that remote region. s ,f'':: It. 
From thence, in the year I 529, he paIred into --
Japtm, and laid there with amazing rapidity 
the foundations of the famous church, which 
fiourifhed, during fo many years, in that vaft em-
pire. His indefatigable zeal prompted him to 
attempt the converfion of the Chinefe; and with 
this view he embal ked for that extenfi ve and 
powerful kingdom, in fight of which he ended 
his days in the year 155'2 [g J. After his death, 
other members of his infinuating order penetrated 
imo China. The chief of thefe was MATTHEW 

RIccr, an Italian, who, by his fkill in the Ma
then1Jtics, became fo acceptable to the Chinefe 
nobility, and even to their emperor, that he 
obtained) bOlh for himfelf and his affociate~) the 
liberty of explaining to the people the doCtrines 
of the gofpe1 [h]. This famous mimonary 
may, therefore, be confidered as the parent and 
founder of the Chrifiidn churches, which, though 
otten Jifpcrfed and toffed to and fro by the 
ftorms of perfecution, fubfift, neverthelefs, iJ:ill in 
China [i]. 

I V. The jurifdiftion and territories of chofe 
princes, who had thrown off the papdI yoke, being 
confined within the limits of Europe, [he churches 
that were under their protection could contribute 
but little to the propaga..tion of the gofpel in thofe 

{g] See the writers enumerated by F,\BRICIU5, in hi, Lux 
Evangel", &c. cap. XXXIX. p. 677' Add to thefe, LAFITAU. 

Htjlozl'c dcs Decouvertes de; Portugais datu Ie nouveau J.{cJldc. 
tom. iii. p. 419' 4-24. tom. iv. p. 63. lO1..-Hifioire dl la 
CWlpagnie de Jejus, tom. i. p. 92. 

(b] B. D v HAL DE, Di/en/lion de /, Empire de ta Chinr, 
tom. iii. p. 84' edic. Holland. 

(i] It appears however, that before the arrival of Rr eel in 
Chz.na. fome of the Dominican~ had already been there. '\!l~ugh 
to httle purpofe. See Lit Q,y I I: IX, Omits Clmflum1ls, tom. lli. 
P·1354· . 
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diftant regions of whk,h we have been (peaking. It 
is~ however. recorded in hiltory, that, in the year 
1556, fourteen proteftant miffionaries were rent 
from Geneva to convert the Americans [k], thougfl 
it is not '}VeIl known who was the promoter of this 
pious de(i~n, nor with what fuccefs it was carried 
into execution. The Englifu alfo, who, towards 
the conclufion of this century, f:.-nt colonies into 
the northern parts of America, tranfplanted with 
them the reformed religion, which they thernfelves 
profeifed; and, as theIr poifeffions were extended 
and multIplied from time to time, their religion 
alfo made a confiderable progrefs -among that 
rough and uncivilized people. We learn, more
over, that about thi!> time the Swedes exerted their 
religious zeal in convel ting to Chriftianity many 
of the inhabitants of Fmland and Lapland, of 
whom a confider able llumber Iud hitherto retained 
the impious and extrJ.vagant fuperftitions of their 
Pagan anceftors. 

V. I t oDes not appear, fi'om authentic records 
of hiftory, thar the [word of perfecl1tion was 
drawn againft the GofpeJ, or any public oppori
tion made to the progrefs of Chriftianicy, during 
this century_ And it would betray a great Ig
norance, both of the fitu:ltion, opinions, and 
maxims of the Turk~, to imagine, that the war 
they waged againft the Chriftians was carried on 
upon religious principles, or with a view to main
tam and promote the doctrines of MAHOMET. 

On the other hand, it is certain, that there lay 
concealed, in different parts of Eur(IjJc, ft:veral 

[k] P1CTETl Oratio de 'li·ophtri. Chrtjb, in Drat, dIU', 
p. 570 . -There is no doubt, but that the doctors here men
tioned were thofe which the ll!uflrious admir3.1 COLIGN 1 

invited JIllO France, when, in the year 155)'. he had formed 
the peojeel of fendlOg a colony of proteitants into Brazz/ and 
.Am£rI:'~ See CHAltl,.llVOlX. HJjlolre P. la Nouvelle France, 
tom. 1. p. u. 

perfons~ 



perfons, who entertained a virulent enmity againft C if ;r. 
religion in general, and, in a more efpecial man- Sit c: ;: 1[. 

ner, againfr tbe religion of the gofpel; and who, , 
both in their writings and in private converfation, 
fowed the feeds of impiety and error, and inftilted 
their odious principles into weak, \1nfteady, and 
credulous minds. In this pernicious and unhappy 
dafs are generally placed feverul of the Peri
patetic philofophers, who adorned Italy by their 
erudition, and particularly POMPONATIUS; feveral 
French' wits and phil()[ophers, fuch as JOHN Bo-
DIN, RABELAIS, MONTAGNE, BONAVENTURE DES 

PERIERES, DOLET, CHARRON; feveral Italians, 
at whofe head appears the Roman pont if 
LEO X, followed by PETER BEMBO, POLITI AN, 

J ORDANO BRUNO, OCHINO; and fome German&, 
fuch as THEOPHRASTUS PARACELSUS, NICHOL.AS 

T AURELLUS, and others ll]. It is even re
ported, that, in certain provinces of France and 
Italy, fchools were ereCted, from whence whole 
fwarms of thefe impious doCtors foon iirlled 
out to deceive the £Imple and unwary. Thi'i 
accufation will not be rejecred in the lump, by 
fuch as are acquainted with the fpilit and genius 
of thefe times; nor can it be [aid with truth, that 
all the perfons charged with this heavy reproach 
were entirely guiltlefs. 'It is neverthelefs certain, 
on the other hand, that, upon an accurate and 
impartial examination of thIS matter, it will ap-
pear, that the ac.cufation brought againft many 
of them is entirely groundlefs; and that, with 
refpeCt: to feveral who may be worthy of eenfure 
in a certain degree, their errors are lefs pernicious 
nnd criminal, than they are uncharitably or rallily 
reprefented to be. 

(l] See R£ 1 MAN N 1 Hijf{)ria Atheifmi et Atheorum. lJi!def. 
17%5. in evo.-Jo. FRANC. BUDD£US, <TbcJihul de AthflJmo 
It SUJe1fitione. cap. i.-Dh1iwmaire'de BA Y LE. pafiim. 

VI. Jt 
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VI. It is, at the (arne time, evi$Ient, that, ill 
this century, the arts and fciences were carried ,t'O 

a degree of perfection unknown to preceding ages; 
and from this happy re.novatioq of learning, the 
European churches denved the moO: lignal and 
ineO:imable advantages, which they alfo tranfJ 
mitted to the moft remote and diftant nations. 
The benign influence of true fcience, and its ten
dency to improve both the form of religion and 
the inftirutions of civil policy, were perceived by 
many of the flates and princes of Europe. Hence 
large furns were expended, and great zeal an? 
induftry employed, in promoting the progrefs of 
knowledge, by founding and encouraging literary 
focietit's) by protecting and exciting a fpirit of 
~mulation among rr,en of genius, and by annex
ing diflinguifhed honours and advantages to the 
culture of the fcicntes. And it is particularly 
worthy of obfervation, that this was the period, 
when the wife and falutary Jaw, which ehcludcs 
ignorant and illiterate perfons from the facred 
funetions of the Chriftian miniftry, acquired,' at 
length, that force which it ftill retains in the 
greater.: part of the Chrifiian world. There ftilll't'
mained, however, fome feeds of that ancient dif
cord between religion and philofophy, that had 
been fown and fomented by ignorance and fan a
tlcilill; and there were found, both among the 
friends and enemies of the Reformation, [everal 
well- meaning, but inconGderate men, who, in fpite 
of common fenfe, maintJined with more vehemence 
and animolity than ever, that vital religion and 
piety could never flouri!h until it was totaHy fepa
rated from learning and fcience, and nourifhed by 
the holy lioipliciey thde reigned in the primitive 
ages of the church. 

V-II. The firO: rank in the literary world was 
now helJ by thofe, who conkcrated their ftudious 
hours and their critical faga-city to th~ publica

tion, 
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rion, correCtion, and iUuftration of the molt fa. Cit .1". 
mous Greek and Latin authors of ancient times, s J ~ Ha 
to the ftudy of antiquity and the languagts, and 1 '. 

to the culture of eloquence and poetry. We fee 
by the productions of this llge (that yet remain, 
and continue to excite the admiration of the 
learned), thac in aU the provinces of Eutope thefe 
branches of literature were cultivated with a kind 
of enthufiafm, by fuch as were moft diftinguilhed 
by their tafre and genius; nay, what is frill more 
extraordinary (and perhaps not a lit~le extrava-
gant), the welfare of the church, and the profperi-
ty of the frate, was fuppofed to depend upon 
the improvement of thefe branches of erudition, 
which were confidered as the very effence of true 
and folid knowledge. If fuch encomiums were 
[welled beyond the bounds of truth and wifdom 
by enthufiaftical philologifts, it is, neverthelefs, 
certain, that the [pecies of learning, here undet 
confideration, was of the higheft importance, as 
it opened the way that led to the treafures of folid 
wifdom, to the improvement of genius, and thus 
undoubtedly contributed, in a great meafure, to 
deliver both reafon and religion from the prtpof-
feffions of ignorance, and the fervitude of fuper-
ftition [m J. And, therefore, we ought not to 

. be' 

~ [m] Many vehement debates have been carried on con
cerning the refpective merit of Literat.re and Phi/oft/by. Bat 
thefe debates are almoft as abfurd. as ~ comparifon that {bould 
be made between the means and the end, the injJrumtnt and its 
effie. Literature is the k.ey by which we often open the trea
fures of wifdom, both human and divine. But as the fordid 
mifer converts abfucdly the means into an end, and acquires a 
pa1lion for the ihining meed, eonfidered ahftradedly from the 
purpofes it was deftgned to ferve, fo the pedantic phiIologift 
creds literature iftto U independent [cienee, and ~tt"lI'In' 
t~, divine treafA .. ~ pbil<Pfophy, wbich it was defigned 
both to difcover 2,Jli to ilN£V'ate. Hence that wretched tribe of 
'Wortl-catrhm that U'llt fJ" §{la&ltu (a, Pou. I think. hapPily 
exprdfes their taftelefs pur(lIits). who make die republic of 

VOL. IV. M lett~" 
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on the, praifes, of thofe who were our firft gUides 
from the regions of darknef!' and error, illto the 
luminous paths of evidence and truth. 

VIII. '1 hough the lovers of philology and Belles 
Lettres were much fuperior in number to thofe 
who turned their principal views to the fttldy 
of philo{()phy, yet the latter were far from being 
contemptible either in point of number or capa
city. The philofophers were rlivided into two 
claifes, of which tLe one was wholly abforbed in 
contemplation, while the other was employed in 
the inve1l:igation of tlllth, and endeavoured by 
experience, as well as by reafoning, to trace out 
the laws and operations of N atme. The former 
were fubdivicled into two feets, of which the one 
followed certain leaders, while the other, unre
ftrained by the dictates of authority, ftruck out a 
new way for themjeJves, following freely their 
own inventlOns. 1 hole who fubmittt.d to the 
dlrectlOn of certain philofophical guides, eniifted 
themfelves under the J1:,.mdards of ARl<;TOTI"E, 

or thole of PLATO, who continued frill to have 
many admirers, efpecially in Italy. Nor were 
the follo\ver!> of AIUSTOT~E agreed among them
felves; they all acknowledged the Stagirite as 
their chief, but they followed him through very 
different paths. Some were for retaining the 
ancient method of proceeding in philofophical 
purfuits, which their doctors falfely called the 
Peripatetic fyftem. Others pleaded for the pure 
and unmixed philofophy of ARISTqTLE, and re
commended the writings of that Grecian rage as 

letters groan under their commentaries. annotations. various 
readmg~~ 'f.;fc. ,an4 forget that the kuowlelge of <".»Qr"s and 
languages was mtended to Jead us to the improvement of the 
mind, and to the knowledge of thmgs. 

'the 
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the fource of wifdom, and as the fyftem which C E !II' 'to 
was moil: adapted, when 'properly i11uftrated and s £ ~~l: n. 
expfained, to the infl:ruction of youth. A third • 
fort of Ariftotellans, who differed egually from 
thofe now mentioned, and of Whl>ln the celebrated 
MUANCTHON was the chief, purflled another 
method. They extraCted the marrow out of the 
lucubrations of ARISTOTLE, illufhated it by the 
aids of genuine literature and the rules of good 
criticiiin, and correcl:ed it by the dictates of 
right reafcm and the doC'b ines and principles of 
true religion. 

Of chafe who {huck out a path to 
themfdves In the repons of ph Ilofi.lphy, 
w:chout any reg~rd to that which had been 
opened by anCIent fages, and purfued, by 
their followers, CARDAN [n], TELESIUS [0], and 

CAMPA. 

~ [II] CA R DAN was a m1n of a bold, irregular, enter
pn7.mg gcniu), who, by a w'lJ ima:~ina~"}l'r, wa,leJ into the 
ltuJy of ,uituicgy ~"d magic, by winch he excited t11e a!lo:-.iih. 
n1''',t and attLlded th<! '/el1-?f"tioll of til'" mu\tit"de, whIle his 
1':;1.1 ment I' a philofo.>hcr was lIttle kn0wl1. 1k w.lS :1.ccured 
of athcifm, but fcc'n;, much T:llner C'll:;"'lblc with fuper,h
tiO.l. Hi5 life and char:ltlcr W15 an aUl1.llng mIxture of wir. 
dam aad folly, and nothing CJ.ll giv..: a more unfavourable idea 
of his temper anJ principle c" tilan the hiJeou; portrait he has 
dr:l,vn of himfdf in his b()(,l~ De gC'lIt 1m. His kl101vl"dge of 
phy iie and lll.ltli(!llloltic> W.lS coni"J 2rable, aad ills notions of 
Il.ltural philo[ophy may be [cen m Jli, famous book DeJuhtditate 
et 'Ven/ate rertlm, in "hich {')me important truths and die. 
coveries are mixed with the moil: f.1.catical viiio'1s, and the 
moll: extravag:mt and delirious efFullon.> of mylh:al folly. 
Sec the ampJe and judicious aCl"ount that has been given of 
the charaEt.:r and philofophy of thtS writer ( ... hoCe voyage to 
EII.£lalld and SLot/aud i, well known) by the learned BR tJ eKE R. 

in his Htjlona Crillca Philofipb.a', tom. iv. part II. lib. i. 
cap. iii. 

a:i'-ro] This phiJ.ofopher, ler.~ known than the former, was 
horr. A. D. 1508, at Ct{t'flja,'in the kingdom of Naples, and was 
th.e refiJtcr of the philofopby formerly taught by PARM.E
N IllC s, upon whore principles ,lIe built a neN fyll:em, or, at 
leaft, a {yllem whtch appeared n~w, by the elegant connex~on 

M z Whl~h 



C E l'f T. CAMPANELLA (p], hold, detervedly, the firil: 
h~~~·lJ. tank, as they were undoubtedly Inen of fupe~ior 

gemus, 

which TELESIUS gave to its various parts, and the arguments 
",fed to maintain and fupport it againft the philofophy of 
AR.ISTOTLE. It was the vague asd uncertain method of rea
fOIling, which the Stagirite had introduced into natural philo
fophy, that engaged THESltTS to compofe his famous book: 
De princtpiis rerum naturaltrtm. In this work, after having re
futed the vifionary principles of the Arillotelian philofophy, 
he fubftitutes in their place, fnch as are immediately derived 
from the tetl:imony of the fenfes. even l'eot and cold, from 
which. like PAR MEN 1 PES, he deduces tae nature. origin. qua
lities. and changes of all material beings. To thefe two prin
ciples he adds a third. VIZ. Matter. and on thefe three builds. 
with dexterity enough, his phyfical fyftem; for a part of which 
he feems alfo to have been mdebted to a book of P L l( TAR C H, 

De prImo frlgulo. It win be entertaining to the phi!ofophical 
reader to compare this work of TELE5~US, with Lord BA
CON'S phyfical account of the ftory of CUPID and COELUS. 
in his book De prmdpw et ortgmlhus. &c. 
~ [p) CAMPA NELLA, a native of Calahrla, made a great 

noife in the feventeenth century. by his innovations in p11ilo
fophy. Shocked at the atheifm and abfurdlties of the Arifto
telian fyftem, he acquired early a contempt of it. amI turned 
his purfuits towards fomething more folid, perufing the writ
ings of aU the ancient fages, and comparing them with the 
great volume of Nature, to fee whether the pretended ro?ies 
refembled the original. The fufferings that this man encured 
are almoft incredible; but they were faid to be inRiCl:ed on 
him in confequence of the treafonab!e praCl:ices that were im
puted to him, partly againft the court of Spam. and partly 
againft the kingdom of Naplu, whieh he had formed the deiign 
of delivering into the hands of the Turk~. He was freed flom 
his prifon and tortures by the interpofttion of pope U R BAN 
VIII., who gave him particular marks of his favour and 
efteem; and. finding that he was not fafe at Rome, had him 
conveyed to Paris, where he was honoured wita the proteCl:ion 
of LEWIS XIII. and cardinal RILHLIllU, alld ended his days 
in peace. As to the writings and philofophy of this grett 
man. they are tinged. indeed, with the colour of the times, 
and bear. in many places. the marks of a chimerical and un
difciplint>d imagination; but, among a few vifionary notions, 
they contain a great number of important truths. He under
took an entire reformation of philofophy. but wa~ unequal to 
the taflt. For an account of his principles of logic, ethics. 
and natural phiJofophy, fee BRUCKER'S Hlp. Cntita PhIlo
jDphilt'. tom. iv. part II. p. 127. &ce. He was &teared of 

athellin, 
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genius, though too much ~8:ed to the fug
geftions and vifions of an irregular fancy. To 
thefe may be added PETER RAMUS, that lUbtile 
and ingenious French philofopher, who, by at
tempting to fubftitute in the place of ARISTOTLE'S 

logic, a method of reafoning more adapted to the 
ufe of rhetoric and the improvement of eloquence, 
excited fuch a terrible uproar in the:: Gallic fchools. 
Nor muft we omit here the mention of fREO

PHRASTUS PARACELSUS, who, by an affiduoU!i 
obfervation of nature, by a great number of ex
periments indefatigably repeated, and by apply
ing the penetrating force of fil e [q] to' difcover 
the firft principles of elements of bodies, endea
voured to caft new light and evidence on the im
portant fcicnce of natural phtlofophy. As the re
fearches of this induib ious inquirer into nature 
excited the admiration of all, his example was 
confequently followed by many; and hence arofe 
a new feCt of philofophen, who aifumed the de
nomination of 'l'heojophijis [r]) and who, placing 
little confidence in the decifion~ of human reafon~ 

atheifm. but unjuiHy; he was alfo accufed of fuggeftmg cruel 
meafures againft the proteftants, and not without reafon. 

07 [q) The principal m~nt of PARACBLSUS confifted in 
inventing. or at lean re1l:oring from oblivion and darknefs, the 
important fcience of Chemrjlry. giving it a regular fonn. re
ducing it into a conneCted fyfiem. and applying it moLl: fue
cefbfully to the art of healing. which was the peculiar profeffion 
of thib philofopher. whofe friends and enemies have drawn 
him in the falfeLl: colours. Hh application to the ftudy of 
Magic. which he treats of in the tenth volume of his works. 
under the denomination of tne SagaCIous Phlll!fophy, is a cir
cumflance dilhonourable to his memory. and nothing can dif. 
cover a more total abfence of common fenfe and reafon than 
his difcourfes on that fubjea. As to his philofophical fyfte~. 
it is fo obfcure and fo contradietory. that we iliall not pretend 
to delineate it here. 

[r] See, for an ample account of the lives. tranfaaions. and 
fyftems of thefe phirofophers. Blt.UCKBR.!S Hj/lwiR Grit;'" 
P hilofopbite. 

or 

C ~lf :r., 
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C E N T. or the eff'Ofts of fpeculation, attributed all to divine 
XVI. OlIO' d d 0 s. c 'r. In' 1 Ummatlon an repeate expenel1C'.e. 

IX. This revolt1tlOn in philofophy and litera
ture, together with the fpUlt of emulation that 
animated the different feds or cbiTes into which 
the learned men of this age were divided, pro. 
duced many happy effects of V.ll ious kindso It, 

The me
thod of 
teal bing 
t~e"logy 

im.rovcd I 

in a more particular manner, brought into diG e
pute, though it could not at onre utterly el adicate, 
t~at intrIcate, barbarous, and inGpid method of 
teaching theology, that had uni verfilly pI evailed 
hitherto in all the fchools and pulpib of Chriften
dom. 1ihe [acI cd writings, WlllCh, in the pre
ceding ages, had been either entirely neglected, 
or very abfurdly explal!.ed, were now much more 
confulted and refpected in the debate!> and WI irings. 
of the ChI ifli in doctors than they had formerly 
been; the [enle and language of the inipired wrirers 
were more carefully lllldied and more accurare1y 
unfolded; the doctrines and precepts of I ellgion 
taught with more method, (annexion, anc per
fpicuity; and that dry, barren, and unaffdting 
1anguagc, which the ancient fchoolmen affected 
fo much, in their theological compofitions, was 
wholly exploded by the wifer p.m of the divines 
of this century. It muft not however be imagmeJ, 
that this refi)rmJ.tion of the [chools was fa per
fect, as to leave no new improvements to be 
mack in fucceeding age~; thi~, indeed, was far 
from being the cali:. Much imperfection yet 
remained in the method of treating theology, and 
many things, which had great need \)t a correCting 
hand, were left untouc~1ed. I t would, neverthe
lefs, be either an inftance of ingratitude, or a 
mark of great ignorance, to deny this age the 
flOnour of having begun what W.lS afterwards more 
happily finifhed, and of having laid the foun
dations of tha~ ihiking fuperioritY1 which the 

divin~:i 



divines of fucceeding ages obtained ov~r thofe of c t W T. 
ancient times. x~~. .. . s ~ c.,.. ,IT. 

X. Nor dIu the Improvements, whIch have • 
heen now mentioned, as proceedin!! from the a~d the ge-

"-J nlut and 
reftoration of letters and philofophy, ~tend only tPI" 01 Ibtl 

to the method of conveying theological inftrucrion, ChOI/ban 
rehj!:lon 

but purified moreover the fcience of theology !<Her tX-

itfelf. For the true nature, genius, and defign pllln..d. 

of the Chrifrian religion, whIch even the molt 
learned and pious dotl::ors of antiquity had but 
imperfeti:ly comprehended; were now unfolded 
with evidence and precifion, and drawn, like truth; 
from an a~yfs in which they had hItherto lain 
too much concealed. It is true, the illfluence 
of error was faf from being totally fupprefied, 
-and many faife and abfurd doc1rines are frIll maIn-
tained and propagated In the Chrifrian wodd. But 
it may nevertheleE be affirmed, that the Chriftian 
focieties, whofe errors at this day are the moft 
numerous and extravagant, have much lef~ abfurd 
and perverfe notions of the nature and defign of 
the gofpel, and the duties and obligations of thofe 
that profefs it, than were entel t. .. inerl by thofe 
doCtors of antiquity, who ruled the church with 
an abfolute authority, and were conudered as'the 
chief oracles of theology. It may further be 
obferved, that the Reformation contributed much 
to foften and civilize the manners of many nations, . 
who, before that happy period, were funk 10 the 
moft ravage ftupidity, and carried the mofr rude 
and unfoclable afpetl::. It muft indeed be con-
feired, that a variety of circumftances combined 
to produce that lenIty of character, and that milder 
temperature of manners, maXlIO'l, and athans, 
that difcovered themfelves gradually, and mcreaf-
ed, from day to day, in the greateft part of the 
European nations after the period that LUTHrR 

rendered fo famous. It is neverthelefs evident 
beyond all contradiCtion, that the dlfputes con-

M 4 cerning 
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C E • T. cerning religio~ al'Jd the accurate and rational in .. 
s ~ ~~~. II. quiries into the doc!brines and duties of Chriftianity, 
.. , to which thefe difputes gave rife, had a great ten

dency to eradicate out of the mind's of men that 
ferocity that had been fo long nourifhed by the bar
barous fuggeftions of unmanly fuperftition. It is 
alfo certain, that at the very dawn of this happy 
revolution in the fiate of Chriftia'1ity, and even 
before its falutary effects were manifefted in all their 
extent, pure religion had many fincere and fervent 
votaries, though they were concealed from public 
view by the multitudes of fanatics vvith which they 
were furrounded on all fides. 
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SEC T ION III. 

The PARTICULAR HISTORY of/be C~URCH. 

PAR T I. 
c.tbe HISTQR V of the ANCIENT CHURCHES. 

C HAP. 1. 
Cfbe HISTORY oftbe ROMAN or LATIN CHURCH. 

I. THE Roman or Latin church is a fyftem 
of government, whofe jurifdiction ex

tends to a great part of the known world, though 
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its authority has been circumfcribed within nar- ---
} . . r. h hI' h . The Romall rower Imns llOce t e appy revo utlOn tat, 10 ponqf._ 

many places, delivered Chriftianity from the yoke howtldlcd. 

of fuperftition and fpiritllal tyranny. 1: hi!> fyO:em 
of ecclefiaftical policy, extenflve as it is, is un-
der the direction of the bilhop of Rome alone, 
who, by virtue of a fort of hereditary Jucc4fion, 
claims the authority, prerogatives, and rights of 
St. PETER, the Juppojed prince of the apoftles, and 
gives himfelf out for the Jupreme bead of the uni-
verfal church, the vicegerent of Chrift upon earth. 
This lordly ruler of the 'church is, at this time, 
elected to his high office by the chofen members 
of the Roman clergy, who bear the ancient de
nomination of cardinals. Of th~fe,.fiJl. are b~p.r 
within the precincts of Rome; fifty are minifters 
of the Roman churches, and are caJled priejfs or 
prefbyters; and fOUr/un are infpeCl:ors of the 
hofpitals and charity-houfes, and are calJed dea&o1ts. 
Thefe ctlrdinals, while the papal chair is vacant; 
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a~d they are· employed in the choice of a- fuc,celfor 
to-the deceafed pontif, are 1hut up, and ·clofdy 
confined in a certain fort of prifbn, ,called the 
Conclave, that they may thus be engaged to bring 
this difficult matter to a fpeedy condufion. No 
perron t'hat is not an Italian by birth, and has 
not already obtaiped a place in the college of, 
cardinals, is capable of being raifed to the head of 
the church; nor have aU the Italian cardinals the 
privilege of afpiring to this high office [a J. Some 
are rendered incapable of filling the papal chair 
by the place of their birth, others by their manner 
of life, and a few by other reafons of a more 
incidental nature [bJ. It is aifo to be obferved, 
that the emperor and the kings of France and 
Spaill have acquired, whether expre[~ly by ftipu-

raJ See Jo. FRI D. M \YJ:F 1 Commcntmill' d~Ele!lionfPolttif. 
Romani, publilhed in 4to at Hamilltl"g, in the year 1691. The 
ceremonial ohferved in the elellion and injiallatlon i, amply de
fcribed by ML usc H e 1\ 1 us, in a work publiJll~d at F,.a1lLj?rt in 
the year 173 z, under the following title: C~rcmol1iale EL:,olZl.i 
it CorMallOl1is POl1!:fi~is Romani. 

C (b] The gn'at obllacle that prevents feveral cardil"::ls 
from afpiring at the pontificate, is what th~y call at Romp, zI Pt'C
cato'~Jrlgil1ale, or origInal Jin. This mark of exclu!ion belongs to 
thofe who are born fubjeC1s of fome ('rown, or republic, \\hicll 
is not within the bounds of Italy, or which are upun a footing of 
jeaioufy with the court of Rome. Thofe alfo who were made 
(:anl.inals by the nomination of the kin~s of France or Spain, or 
their adherent., are aifo included in tIllS imputation of mgl1lal 
fin, which ~clud~s from the papal chair. J.'he accidental cir
cum frances that exclude certain cardinals from the pontificate, 
are their being horn princes or independent fovcreigns, or their 
declaring themfelves openly in favour of certain cCl\lrts, or their 
fa.mily's being too numerous, or their morals beint Irregular. 
Even you~h, and a good complexion and ligure, are conlidered 
as obftaclcs. But all thefe maxims and rules vary and change 
according to the inconliant and precarious imp'ulfe of policy and 
faCtion. 

For an account of the different methods of eleCting the pope, 
whether by comll'omijc, in/piration,jcrutin.y, or accejs, (by which 
latter is meant a jccond ele!}ion, employed when the other me
thods fail;) fec A .. MON. 'Tableau dlla Caur de Rome. edit. :de. 
p. fO. &c, 

lation~ 
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lation, or imperceptibly through cuftom, the 
privilege of excluding from the number of' the 
candidate5 hlr this high office, fuch as they think 
proper to oppofe ur diOike. Hence it often 
happens, that, in the numerous college of cardinals, 
a very fmall numbel' are permitted, upon a vacancy, 
to afpire at the papacy; the greateft part being' 
generally prevented by their birth, their charaaer. 
their cirumftanres, and by the force of political in
trigues, from flattering themfelves w'ith the pleating 
hope of afcending that towering fummit of eccle
fiaftical power and dominion. 

II. It muil not be imagined, that the perfonal 
power and am:lority of the Roman pontif are cir
cumfcribed by no limits; fince it is well knowll, 
that, in all his deciGons relating to the govern
ment of t~le church, he previollf1y confults the 
brethren, i. t. the cardinals, who compore his 
miniitry or pri vy council. Nay mOl e, in 111atters of 
religious controverly and doCtrine, he is obliged 
to af1< the advice and opinion of eminent divines, 
in order to fecure his pretended infallibility from 
the Cuggdtions of ercur. Befides this, all matters, 
that are not of the higheit momem and il1lport
ance" are divided, according to their refpeCtivc 
nature, into cert.lin cl..dfes, and left to the manage
ment of certain colleges, called Congregations L' J, 

In 

C [[] There co"grcg:1ti()n~ are a, fellow: 1. 'l'he (ongrc
g(atOll (jibe rOft, inltitutdl firtt by SIXTUS V., to prepare the 
matters that Wf're to oe brought bdore the (o,!/tjlory, at which 
the pontif is always prefer-t. Hence this i; ca!led the co4/iorial 
congregatlO1l, :md ill it are treated :<11 afrairs relative to the 
erection of bi!1lOprics and cathcdlal church.es, the reunion or 
fUl'preffion of cpifcopaJ f~e" the alicn«tion of church goods, 
and the taxes and amuff; that are impo~~d upon all benefice. 
in the pope's giving. The carJinJl-dean prefides in this af
fembly. II. 'The con:;regatlO1. of the ir.fjul1tio'l, or {as it is 
othcrwife called} of fix Holy Uf/"ice. inftituted by PA UL Ill., 
which takes ccgni7.ance of h:rdies. apo/hcy. magic. and 
profane writings. which a/[l'mble thrice in the week. and every 

, Thurfday ill prefence of the ,Pope, who prefidcs in it. The 
office of gl"alld in'Juifitor. wInch encroached upon the prero-

. gative. 
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~ HiJfuy of the Romas liT L..tin ~",.",. 
in every one.of WblCb, one or more cardinals pre

fide. 

gatives of the pontif, has been long fuppre/fed, or rather dif~ 
tributed amon~ the cardinals who belong to tnis congreg:ltion. 
and whofe dCCliions come under the fupreme epgnizance of his 
Holinefs. III. 'The congregatton for the propa;atzon if tbe Ro
man Catha/I( Fatth, founded unaer the pontificate of GRE~ 
GOR Y XV., compofed of eighteen cardinals, one of the fecre
taries of Hate, a prothonotary, a fecretary of the inquifition a 
and other members of lefs rank. Here it is. that the delibe
rations are carried on, which relate to the extirpation of herefy" 
the appointment of miffionaries, E:1r. This congregatzon has 
built a moll beautiful and magmficent palace in one of the 
moll agreeable ntuations that could be cnofen at Rame, where 
profelytes to popery from foreign countries <Ire lodged and 
nourifued gl411S in a manner {Ultable to their rank and condi
tion, and lllllruc1ed in thofe branches of knowledge to which 
the bent of their genius paints. The prelates, cuntes, and 
vicars alfo, who arc oblIged, without any fault of theirs, to 
abandon the places of their rc:bdence, are entf'rtamc:d charitably 
in this noble edifice m a manner proportioned to their ftation in 
the church. lV. 'The cong/egatlon dtjigned to ex/lam the aec,:/iolJs 
if the co '1'1<"11 if Trent. V. 'The cOllgregatttm if the Index, whofe 
principal bufinefs IS to eXdmine manulcripts and books that are 
deftgned for puhlication, to decide whether the people may 
be permitted to read them, to correct thofe bocks wh')fe 
errors are not numerous, and which contain uftfd and 
falutary truths. to condemn thofe whore prmclples are here
tita! and pernicious, and to grant the peculiar priVilege of 
perufing heretical books to certain per[ons. This congrega
tion, which IS fometlmes held in the prefence of the pope, but 
ger.erally in the palace of the cardinal-prefident, has a more 
extenfive jUl ifdifrion than that of the inquifition, as it not 
only takes cognizance of thofe books that contain doCtrines 
contrary to the Roman catholic faith, but of thofe alfo that 
concern the duties of morality, the dlfcipline of the church. 
and the interell:s of fociety. Its name is derived from the al
phabetical Tables, or Indexes, of heretical books and authors, 
which have been compofed by its appointment. VI. 'The 
cDIIgrtgatzon lor mazntautz1zg the rzghts lind UIIfJlunztieJ of tbe 
~/ergy •• nd of the KnIghts if Malta. This congregation was 
formed by U R BAN VII!., to decide the difputes and remove 
the difficulties and inconveniencic>s that arore from the trials 
of eccleftaffics, before princes, or other lay-judges. VIJ. 'Ib, 
congregatIon relattng to the Bifhops and rtgular Clergy, inllituted. 
by SIXTUS V., to decide the debates which arife between the 
bdhops and their dioeefans. and to compofe the differences 
that hlq1pened fo frequently among the Monafiic orders. 

VIII. 'FIlii 
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ftde [J]. The decifions of thefe focieties are ge- c. N '1\ 
nerally approved of by the Roman ponti£, who XVL St'CT. IU. 
has not a right) without alleging the moil: P A • l' '" 

VIIf. 'l"he cOllgregati01l, appointed by GREGOR. y XIV., €Dr 
examining into the capacity and learning of the bilhops. 
IX. Another for enquiring into their lives and morals. X. A 
third for obliging them to reiide in their diocefes, or ·to difpenfe 
them from that obligation. xr. 'The congregation for fopprfffmz 
11JonajJeries, i. e. fuch whofe revenues are t-:.haulted, and who 
thereby become a charge upon the public. XII. 'The COrtgn-
gation ~f tbe Apoflolic ryitatton, which names the viiito)'s, who 
perform the duties and vifitations of the churches and convents 
within the ditlriCl: of Rome, to which the pope is obliged as 
archbiJhop of that city. XIII. 'The congregation if Relics, de
figned to examine the marks. and to augment the number of 
thefe int1:ruments of fuperftition. XIV. 'the (o"gregatloR of 111-
dtlfgt11cc.J, defigned to examine the cafe of thofe who have re
courfe to this method of quieting the confdence. XV. 'i"ht 
congregatIon if Rites, which 5lXTUS V. appointed to tegulatc 
and invent the religious ceremonies that are to be obferved ill 
the worJhip of each new faint that is added to the Kalendar. 

Thefe are the congregations of cardinals, fet apart for ad
miniftering the fpiritual affairs of the church; and tl1(7 are 
undoubtedly, in fome refpeCl:s, a check upon the power of the 
pontif, enormous as it may be. There are fix more, which 
relate to the temporal government of the papal territories. In 
thefe congregations, where the pope is never preCent, all thing' 
are tranfatred which relate to the execution of puhlic juftice in 
civil or criminal matters, the levying of taxes, the providing 
the 'cities and provinces with good governors, the relievinlr 
thofe who are unjuftly oppre/fcd by fubordinate magiilra.t~s, t~ 
coinage, the care of the rivers, aqueducts; bridges, roads. 
churches. and public edifices. 

r dJ The court of Rome is very parti<:ularly and accurately 
de{cribed by ArMON (who had been, before his converlion to 
the proteftant religion, domeftic chaplain to INNOCENT XI.) 
in a book, entitled, 'Tableau de la Cour de Rome, of wllich the 
nrll: edition was publifued at the Hague. in 8vo, in tlle year 
1707, and the fecond in 1726.-See aICo RelatiOll de 1a Cour 
~'e Rome, et des Ceremonies 'ltli sy o¥rvent, which father.LA
BAT has tranfiated into French. from the Italian of J'E ROM 

LIM A I) 0 B. o. and f.abjoined to his r oyages en Ej)ogne ef ila/it. 
t?m. viii. p. I05.-For an accouut of the Roman coo grega
bons, C:1c. fee DOkOTH. ASClAN. De M01Z1tbMfPimztis Ro
.manis, p. S 10. as alfo Hu NOL D. PLETT Il N BE R 0, Notitia 'Fri_al. 61 Congrr§4/. Curit# Rfl11Ui.I&, HiltleJiIC. U. 8va. J69.3. 

weig~ty 
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\ffighty and evident reafons, to rev.erfe what they 
pronounce to be j\'lft and expedient. This form of 
ecclefiaftlcal government is, doubtlefs, a c'necK to 
the authorIty of the pope; and hence it is, that 
r1lany things are tranlacted at R0112e in a manner 
tkt is in direct oppoGtion to the [t;;ntiments of its 
lpiritllal ruler. This may fer-.:e to. thew us, that 
thofe perfoos are little acquainted ,,11th the nature 
and limits of the papal hierarchy, who pretend, 
tliat all the iniquitous proceedings of the court of 
Rome, the calamIties it has occafioned, the conten
tions, rebellions, and tnmults it has excited, are to 
be entirely and wholly laid to the charge of the 
Homan pontlf [e J. . ' 

Deb.tes III. ] he power of the Roman pontIf hath ex
."Ie. con- cited debates even amona thofe chac are under the 
nrDlng t'ne I' 'D .• Ii' . 
pOwer of papa .hlerarchy; and the fpIrltual ubJeCl:s of thIS 
the .~om.n pretended JJeaJ of the church, are very far from 
fontJ • being agreed with re(pecr ro the extent of his au-

thority and jurifdic11On. Hence it happens, that 
this authol ity and dominion are not the f:1nlt" 

in all places, having a larger fcope in fome pro
vinces, and. being reduced within n~rrower bOllncis 
in others. If, indeed, we confider only the pre
renlions of the pontif, then we {hall find that his 
power is unlimited and fupreme; {or there are no 
prerogatives that can flatter ambition, which he 
(loes not claim for himfelf and his court. He not 
only pretends, that the whole power and majdty 

[t] Hence IIrifes that important difiinttion, frequently em
Floyed by the French and other nations 1n their de1xltes wit4 
tile Roman pontif; I mean, the dliunEtion between the Pope of 
j(om6 and the COZIII if R nme. The latter is often loaded with 
the bitteretl: reproaches and the heavieft accllfations, while the 

.l?m:er .is {pared, and in (orne mcafure excufed. Nor is this 
,hllinttlOn by any means groundtefs; fmce the cardinals and 
congregations. whofe righLs and privileges are held facred. 
Ilndertake and execute many projeCts withotlt the knowledge. 
lind fOInetirnes againft the will and confept. of tlle Roman 
pontiflil 
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of the church refide, in his p~rfon, and are tranf. C B' NT. 

mitted into certain portions, from him to the in- s'l.~~in. 
ferior bifhops, but moreover afferts the abfolute P,. • ., I. 

infallibility of ,all decifions and decrees ,that he 
pronounces from his lordly tribunal. Thefe arro-
gant pretenfions are, however, oppofed by many, 
and chiefly by the French nation, which exprefsJy 
maintains, that every bifhop receives immediately 
from Chriit himfelf a portion of that [piritual 
power which is imparted to the church; that the 
colleCtive fum, or whole of this power, is lodged 
in the collective body of its paftors, or, which 
i.e; the fame thing, in a general council, lawfully 
afi~mbl-ed; and that the pontif,. confidered per-
{on all y, and as diftinfr from the church, is liable 
to error. This complicated and important con-
troverfy may be eafily brought within narrower 
bounds, and may be reduced to the following plain 
queftion: viz. Is the Roman pontif, properly jpeak-
ing, tbe LAWCIVER of the cburch, or, is be no more 
than the GUARDIAN and DEPOSITARY oj the taw,; 
malle'd 1'.] Cbrifl and by the church? There is no 
profpeCl: of feeing thIs queftion decided" nor the 
debates terminated to which it has given rife; {inee 
the contending .parties are not even agreed about 
the proper and lawful judge of this important con-
[rovedy [f]. Some great revolution can only effeCt 
the decifion of this ma~ter. 

IV. The'church of Rome loft much of its an
cient fplendor and majdl:y, as foon as LUTHER, 

[f] The arguments employed by the creatures of the Roman 
prlntif in defence of his unlimited authority, may be feen in BE L

LA R MIN E and other writero, of which It!! enormous collection 
has be'!n made by Roc CAB E R T I; and, wh~t is not a little ex
traordinary, a Frenchw.it.!r, named PllTITDIDIER. appeared' 
in defence of the pope's prctcnfio,1s, in a book publilhed at Lux-
1mburg, ,in tile year 1724-, Sur ,'Autborite et I'lnfallibzlite tiei 
Papes. The {entimenu of the Gdlican church, and the ;lrgu
ments by which it oppofes the pretenfions of Rome; may be feeD 
ill the writings ofRICH£R and LAtJlIOY. • 

and 

Tht de
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the church 
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