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X. I N G HEN R Y V. 603 
K. Hen. I pray you then, in love and dear alliance: 

Let that one ar~icle rank with the reft : 
~'\nd, ther.eupon, give me your daughter. . 

.t
Fr. King. Take her, fair fon ; and from her bloodraife qp 

/fue to me: that the contending kingdoms 
f France and England, whofe very ilior s look pale 
ith envy of each other's happinefs, 

May ceafe their hatred; and this dear conjunaion 
Plant neighbourhood and chriftian-like accord 
In their fweet bofoms, that never war advance 
His ble~ding fword 'twixt En&land' and fair France. 

All. Amen! . ':. J 

1(. Hen. Now welcome, Ka~e :-and bear me witnefs all. 
at here I kifs her as my fovereign queen. [Flourijb. 

Fr. !101m. God, the bJ:ft maker of all marrialfes. 
<;ombine your hearts in one, your realms in one. 
As man and wife, being two, are on in love, 
So be there 'twixt your kingdoms fQch a fpoufaI. 
'That never may ill office, or fell jealoufy, 
Which troubles oft the bed of ble/fed marriage, 
Thrull in between the pa~ion of thefe kingdoms', 
To make divorce of their incorporate league; <-

That Engliili may as French, French Englifhmen. 
Receive each other !-God fpeak this Amen! 

All. Amen! 
K . Hen .• Prepare we for our our marriage I :-on'whicb 

day, 
My lord of Burgund , we'll take your oath, . 
And all the peers' r~r furety of our leagues.­
Then filall 1 fwear to Kate,-and you to me ; 
And may olf-r oaths well kept and profp'rous be! [Exeunt. 

9 -;- tbe paaion oftbq. kingdom.,] The old c:opy has-:-tJ!e:J>alioll-. 
Correfud by Mr. Tlieobald. MALONE. 

I Prepare 'Wt, /lee.] The quartos 1600 and 1608 conclude with the: 
following fpeech : 

• 

Hen. Why then fair Calbarine, 
Com" ti<fJe mt thy band: , OMr marriagt 'Will 'Wt p,q.II'j;.'em"izt, 
find end ou' batred by a bo"d of 10"',. 
Tb." 'Will I Jw.ar t. Kate, ana Kate 10 mt, 
And 'J/flY ollr "'''"'' onc. madt, IInbro"n b.. STJ:J:VJ:N •• 

5 Pilfer 
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.~' ,. 
~iNG .HENRY 

Enter CHOItV9, 

Thus far, ith tough,. and all unable p€n, 
Our bending author- hath purfu'<l the ftory 

In little room confining mighty.mell, • > 
. Man~ling by ftarts l the full courfe of their glory" 

Small-tune, but, in that [mall, moil: greatly li\'~d , 
This ~r of England: fortune made his fwotd; _ 

By which the world's beft garden he atchiev'd. ' 
i And of it left his'fon imperiallotd. , ' 
Henry the fixth, in infant bands crown'd Icing 

Of-Fr~nce ~nd England j did this king fuccd:d; 
Whofe il:ate fo many had the mana gin,&', ' • 

That they loft ~l'aflce, and made hlS England bleed' 
Which oft our ftaR-e hath iho'wn; and, for their fake, 
In your fair minds let this acceptance take ". ). (2'xit. 

. • ~ ~ 0 

::. Our bc!?,ding III';bO''':''] By bending, ~our author lilt 't Ufltfulll to 
t~, "W.igbt ~f bii fUDjtEl, and btnding '"nttJtb if; or hc!..n:iay mean, is in 
ll.mlet, "HereftoopinztDYDua clemency." ST£I! V£NS . 

3 Mangling by jlarls-l By touching only on felect parts. JOHNSON. 

4 Thi$ phy has many (cenes or higtJ. dignity, .and many or eafy 'mer­
riment. The 'charactet of the king is welf fupported, except in hi. 
c:ourtlhip, where he has neither the vivacity of H~I, nor th~ grandeur 
of Henry. The .humour of Piftol is very happily continued: his cha­
racter has perh~~ be~n the model of all the bullies that ha\:e yet ap-
peared on the Englilh ll:age. -

.The lines gi.ven to the Chorus have many, admirers; but tbe trutl1 
h. tlr.lt if} tnem.a little may b,e ptaifed, and much mull be forgiven; 
nor can it be eafily difcovered why the intelligence given by the Chorul 
it more necelfary in this play t&an in many oeners where it is omitted . 
The ·.sieat d.efcct of this play is the emptinefs ' ~d' narrownefs of e la~ 
lilt, which a yery little diligencemightbave,ea ily avoided. 1 SOl' • 
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Perfons Reprefented. 

l1ng Henry the Eighth. 
Cardinal Wolfey. Cardinal Campeius. 
Capucius, AmhaiJador from the Emperor, Gharles V~ 
Cranmer, Archhijhop Of Canterbury. 
Duke if Norfolk. Duke if Buckingham • 

. ' Duke of Suffolk. Earl if Surrey. 
Lord Chamherlain. Lord Chancellor. 
Gardiner, BiJhop ifWinchefter. ( 
Bijhop if Lincoln. Lord Abergavenny. Lord Saond$. 
Sir Henry Guildford. Sir Thomas Lovell. 
Sir Anthony Denny. Sir Nicholas Vaux. 
Secretariu to W olfey. 
Cromwell, Servant to Wolfey. 
Griffith, Gentieman.UJher to !!<!een Catharine. 
crhree other Gentlemen. C 

Dollor Butts, PhyJicia.n to the King. 
Garter, King at Arms. .' 
.surveyor to the Duke ifBuckmgham. 
Brandon, and a Serjeant at arms. 
Door-kuper of the Council. Cham her. PIJrter, 4nd his Man. 
Pilgi to Gardiner. A Cryer. 

f<..uun Catharine, <wift to King Henry; afttrcwards llii. 
vorced: 

Anne Bullen, her maid if honour; afterwards ~lt1I. 
An old Lady, Friend to Anne Bullen, . 
Patience, Woman to !<.um, Catharine. 

I,vlral LordI and Ladies ;" the dumb jbo'Ws; Womtn at. 
tending upon the !2..!!un; Spirits. <which appear to hlr; 
Scrihll, OjjicerJ, Guards, and other AttllldantJ. 

I 

fCENE. cbirjfl ;11 London, ana' Wefunmfter; Met.- .1;­
KiJnbolton. 



P R o t , 0 G' 

~ t conte no m~re to make you Iau~h; things now, 
f.£'hat bear a.wcighty and l\ feri6us of6\v; 
Sad, higH, a'lldnvorking, £.uJil, of. !tate and Woel> 

~uch noble fcenes as draw the eye to flow, 
• We now prefent. Thofe, tharc:an ph)', hetc 

Mar, it: they think it well, l'er faB' a t~!l~; ' 
The fub,ieel will deferve it. Such" as give 
Their IT oney out of hope they mar be~ieve,. 
Ml1r he~e firtd trntih too. Thofe .. thll~ come· ~ fee 
On~y a fhow OP two, and fo agre~~ 
:rhe play may pafs ;, if tliey Se !tiI1, and williag. 
I'll undet!take, may (eeawa~ their fuilling 
Richly in 'two fhon houl's. Only they, 
That come to hear a merry, bawdy play" 

/ A noife of ra-rgets; or to fee a' fenow 

(

-' .In a long motley coat', guarded with yellow', 
Will be deceiv'd': fol', gentle hurel's, know~ 
To rank our chofen truth wit1f fuch'a thaw 
As fool and fight is", befid'e fortfuiting 
Our own brains, and the opiniort that' we- bring,. 

." 

• - Df' tD ftt a JtllDW 
In a IDng motley coat,] Alluding to the /D.h andJ"11O(Jftl intt'o 

duced for the generality in the plays a little before our autho;J,' time: 
and of whom he has left us a fmall taftldn 'hi s owH; THzoB"'L'D. 

So, Nath"in hi s Epi/Ue Dedicatory to Ha'llt 'With Y'" t. Sa./!;". Wal:" 
den, Dr 6abritl Harvty" Rllnt i, Up, 1596: "-fDDln, ye know, al~ ' 
waies for the moft' part (efpeciallie if they bee natur 11 fODM) are {lit 
in long CDIJII.

n ST.&EVENS. 
~ -flHb ajhow , 

As J ODI and .fight i,,-]- This i. not die only p'alfaF fn \fbleb 
Sbakfpeare has difcovered his. cdnviClioli or the' impropriety of batd 
reprefented on the ftage. He knew that five. or fix me'll with (Word." 
lIave a very unfatisfaClory idea of an ar~y, and therefore, without" 
much core to, el<cufe his former praClite; he" al/oWS that' a theatrk.t­
fight would dearoy all Dpinion of truth, and Itavt him nt'ller lin IIntftf'­
JitlnJi~ fTitn~. MaG_i' inttnii' tt mlllta nfbilDm;n", hlfbitllr!, .fi",~/t'" 
CO"..,tm, t1¥Dn, tOnfwlo. Yet I know not wHether t!le 'coronatlon /MWJl 
in this play may not be liable to all that' C'an ~-cbjc Inft .. 

, ~attl,. JOIUUOI'i~ 



of p R o t o G tJ It. 
( ake that only true we now intemJl,) 
Will leave us never an underftanding friend. 

Therefor~ 
3 _ tb. opinion t/'at 'W' "ri"E. 

('To maie tbat only true 'We now ;IItmd,)1 Thefe !lnes I do not un- , 
clerlbnd, and fufpea them of corruption. 1 benne we may better read 
chua: 

-Ib' op;lIioll, tbtit 'Wt "ring 
Ormake; tbat DIIIJ truth 'W. lIo'Wi'!ttnti. JOHNSON. 

To i"tend in our author, hal £Ometime, the fame meaning as to I". 
',,111. So, in the preceding play- . 

!' IlItmdfomedeep'fufpicion." Sn:!T!Ns. \ 
If any alteration were neceWary. 1 Ihould be for onlyeharll:in; the 

order of the words and reading-
That on~ Iru. to male we now intend : 

i. t. tbat now we intend tll t"bihit only wbat i. Iru •• 
This pa(fage, and otbers of this Prologue in which gre-at Ilrefs is laid 

1Ipon·tb. trulb of the enfuing reprefe'ntation, would lead one to fufpeell 
that thil play of Henry the VIIJth, is the very play mentioned by Sir 
R.WottOD, [inhia letterof: July, 1613, Re/i,!' W,tDn. P'4:S'] 
under the defcription of a".a nl'1.U play, [ aaed by the king's players at 
the Bank's Sidel called All i, 'True, reprefenting (oRle principal pieces 
of the reign of Henry the VlIlth." The extraordinary cifCumjianctl of 
pomp and rnajefty, with which, lir Henry (ays, that play was ret forth·, 
and the particular incident of cerlain canno". fh ot off at tbe king', entry 10 

" maftJ"t allb. cardinal W olJey'. bOUft. (by which the theatre was fet 
on fire and burnt to the ground,) are ftriClly applicable to the play be­
fore us. Mr. Chamberlaine. in Winwood', Memorials, Vol . III. 
p. 469, mention,," the lnIrning of Ibt Gloh. or playhoufe, on the Bani. 
fide, on St. Peter'l-day [1613,] which, (fays he) fell out hy fJptale oj 
~baml,.", that I know not on what occalion were to be uf.d in the 
play." B. j onfon, in his Execration upon Yu lean, fays, thty were 
l'lIIO p_ ebam.m. [See the ftage .di reC1:ion in tliil piai" a little before 
tlte king'l entrance. Drum and trumptt, chamhtrs diJ,·bargtd.] Th!! 
continuator of Stowe's Cbronicle, reining the fame accident, p. to03, 
fay. ellpreflly, that it happened at-t;btplay of Henry lb. Vll1tb. 

In a MS. letter of Thomas Lorkin to • .tir Thomas Puckering. dated 
London, Ibir IQjJ of J"ne, 1613, .the rairle £.a is thus related. "No 
longer linee than yefterday, while Irourbage his companie were aC1:iltg' 
at the Globe the play of Htnry Vln. and there -Ihooting of eertayne 
~b'f/1hers in way of triumph, the fire catch'd &:c. MS. Harl. 1700:. 

TVRWHITT. 

I have followed a regulation recommended by an anonymou I corre. 
(pondent, and only included the contelled line in a parentbe6s, which.. 
.in fome editions was placed before the word l"fide. O]>;nion, J believe, 
means here, as in one of the parts of King Htnry I V. cbara fler.-To 
realize' and fulfil the expeC1:ations formed of our play, is noW our objeel. 
T~CtI1tilncnt t to fa)' nothing oftbe generalftylc of til;, prologue,) could 

"ver 

\ , 



PRO LOG U E • 
.. Therefore, for goodnefs' fake, and as you are known 

The firft and happieft hearers of the town, 
Be fad, as we could make ye: Think, ye fce 
The very perfons of our noble ftory, 

5 they were livin~; think, you fee them great • 
• :And follow'd with the general throng, and fweat .. 
Of thoufand friends; then, in a ,moment, fee 

• JIow foon this mightinefs meets mifery ! 
And, if you can be merry then, I'll fay, 
A man may weep upon his wedding day. 

, 
I • 

never have fallen from the modeft Shakrpeare. I have no doubt t1aat the 
~hole prologue was writttn by BCII 1011(011, at ellc revival gf (he pia,. 
an 1613' MALliN I, . 

• 
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C ENE I. 
amher in fhe pti/(I(4. 

Enter the Duke 0 Ot K, at one door; at the o~1Jir, th# 
Duke ofB u CKI N G HAM, and fhi Lord AB! RGAVEN NY. 

Buck. Good morrow, and well met. How have you donej 
Since lail: we faw in France? 

Nor. I thank your grace: 
Healthful; and ever fince a frelh admirers 
Of wh:.t I faw t'lrere. 

B lick . An untimely ague 
Stay'd m-e irriJoner in my chamber, when 
Thofe funs 0 glory 3, thofe two lights of men~ 

. Met in the vale of Arde. 

J This hillorical drama c~mprize. a period of twelve yeart, com­
mencing in the twelfth year of King Henry'. reign, (lS:U,) and end­
ing with the ehrinening of Elizabeth in 1533. ShaKfpeare has de. 
"iated from hillory in placing the death ot Q!!een Catharine before 
the birth of Elizabeth, for in faa Catharine did not die till 1$36. 

Kint. Henry VIII. was written, I believe, in 1601. See An At/t.pt to 
.fcertain tbe order of SblJkl'pe/Z'rb Play., Vol. I. • 

Dr. Farmer in a note on the epilogue obferve. from Stowe, that 
" Robert Greene had written fomething on this ftory"; but thi" I 
apprehend, was not a play, but fome hiftbrieal .eeoant of Henry'. 
reign, written not by Robert Greene, the dramat1dc poet, but by fome 
other perfon. In the lift bf" authors obt of whom Stowe's A.".i, were 
compiled," prel1xed to the lall edition printed in hi. life time, 'luarlo, 
1605, Robert Greene i. enumerated with Robert de Brun, Robert 
Fabiah, &e. and he is often quoted as an authority for faas in the mar. 
gin of the hiftory of that reitrl. MAt.oNI:. . 

~ - afrtfh admirer] An admirer untired; an admirer ftill feeling 
the impreffion •• ifi t were houHy renewed. JOHNSON. 

~ Tbofduns of glory,] That is, thofe glorious funs. The editor of thl: 
third folio plaufibly enough reads-Thore fOftS of glory; and indeed as in 
old Englilh books the two words are ufed indifcriminatelYI the luminary ' 
being often fpelt j~", it is fometimes difficult to determine which is 
meant; fun, or Jon. However, the fu bfequent part of the line, and 
the recurrente of the fame expreffion afterwards, are in favour pf the 
readinG of the origi nal copy. MAL 0 N J:. 

B Nor. 



I KIN G H :E N R Y VIII. 
Nil('. 'Twixt Guines and An1e : 

I was then prefent, faw them falute on aorfe-back ; 
Beheld them, when they lighted, how they clung 
In their embracement, as -they grew together"' ; 
Which had. they, what fOllr thron'd ones could hav~ 

welgl1'4 
Such a cpmpou!lded Q/le 1 

B uck. All the whole time 
I was my chamber's prifo~er. 

Nor. Then you loft 
~he view of earthly glory: Men might fay, 
Till this time, pomp was lingle; but now marry'd 
To one above itfelfS'. Each following day 
Became the next d~y's mafter, till the laft 
Made former wonders it's 6 : To-day, the French. 
All clinquant 7, all in gold, like heathen gods, 
Shone down the Engliih; and, to-morrow, tltey 
Made Britain, India: ever.y man, that ftood, 
Shew'd like a mine. Their dwarfiih pages were 
As cherubins, al1 gilt: the madams too, 
Not us'd to toil, did almoft fweat to bear 
T};e pride upon them, that their very labour 
Was to them as a painting: now this malk; 
Was Cfy'd incomparable; and the enfuing night 

... _ as tbtj ~"''W logtlb,,;] That is, 4S !fthey grew together. ~e~ 
Vol.lV. p. 3S~, n.· We have the fame image in our au thor's Yenu, 
tlnd Ado. is I 

" - a (weetem.r.u; 
" Incorporate then they (eem; f~ce gro'W, to face." MALO!CE. 

, 'Till Ibis til1lt, pomp 'Was jingle ; hut "ow ""V'J'd 
'I. on. abo'fle itJtlJ,] The author only meant to Cay in a noi(y 

1>eriphra(~, that pomp 'IUal incrtartd on tbi~ occajion 10 t/1ore Iban l'Wice al 
",ucb as ;t bad t'fJU btln bifor<. Pomp is married to pomP, but the new 
pomp is greater than the old. JOH)lsoll. 

o -. F arb f ollo'fPing day 
Bleam. tb •• .,tI day's maJlfr, &c.] D iu di.", doctl. Every day 

leamed (omething from tqe precedillg, till the concluding day coUeaed 
ail the Cplendour of aU the fonner thew.. JOH)lSO)l. 

7 All C/inquanl,] All glill •• i#g . all fbining . Clarendon u(es tluo 
word in his defcri ption of the Spanilh Ju,~, d. 7'o.os. J 0)1.)1 50)1. 

It is likewi(e ufed in A Memorable Mafqu., &c. ",.formed before 
king James at Whitehall in 1613. at the marri :.g. of the Pal(grave and 
princeCs Elizabeth: 

" _his bulkins elinquanl is his other attire." STU:VJ: NS. 

Made 



It l N G HEN R Y VIII. 
Made it a fool, ansi beggar. The two kings~ 
J:qual in luftre, were now beft, now worft. 
As prefence did prefent them » him in eye. 
~till him in praife 8: and, being prefent ~oth, 
'Twas faid, they faw bu~ one; and no difcerner 
D urft wag his tongue in cenfure P• When thefe funs 

• (For fo they phraf~ them, by their heralds challeng'd 
_ The noble fpuits ~o arms, they did perform 

Beyond thought'S compafs; that former .fabulous ftory. 
Being now feen poffible enough, got crr~dlt ; 
That Bevis was believ'd '. . 

B uck. 0, you go far. 
Nor. As I belong to worlhip, and afF'etl 

In honour honefiy, the traa of every thing S 

Would by a good difcourfer lofefome life, 
Which ~aion's (elf was tongue to. All was royal I i 
To the difpQ:Gng of it nought rebell'd, 
Order gave each thing view; the office did 
Difiinaly his full funaion 4. 

Buck. Who did guide, 
I mean, who fet the body and the l~mbs 

~ -- bim in tjt, 
Still bi", in p r~irt:] So, Dryden: 

" --- 'Two cbitJs 

, 

" So match'd, as tacb ["",'J wortbitjl Wblll alont." JORNION. 
, Du,) wag bis tongut in cenfure., Ctn[u" for dete'rminatioD, 'of 

""hi.h h. d thenobleft .ppearance, WAIlIlI1IlTON. 

See Vol. I.p. 11 3. n. R. MALONE. 

1 'Tbat B,vil wal btlitv·J.] The oM romantick legend of Bevil of 
Southampton. This Bevis, (or Beavois) a Salton, was for his prowef. 
created by William the Conqueror earl of Southampton: of whom 
Camden in his B ritannia. TH [OBA L D. 

2. _ tbt t'(lEl 01 t'Very tbi.g. &c.] The courfe ofthefe trtumph. and 
pleafures. however well related, muft lofe in the defcription part of 
that fpirit and energy whjch were expreiTed in the real.aion. fOIl NION. 

1 - All w~s royal; &:c. J This fpeech was given in all tile edition. 
to Buckingham; but improperly. For he wanted informatioo, havin, 
kept his chamber during the folemnity. I have therefore given it to 
Norfolk. WARBUR'· ON . 

The regulation had already be CD made by Mr. Thtpbald. MALONZ. 
4 _ Ibt offiCI did . 

Dijlin8ly bi'llIlllunflion.} The commillion for regulating thi, 
feftivity was well executed, ao gave exaaly to every particular per{OIl 

~nd aaion the proper place. JOHNION. 

Of 



, 
KL 'NG HE NR. Y Vm. 

Of thi5 gr('at fpnrt together. as you guefs 1 
lfor. One, certes, that prOlpifes no element S 

In fuch a bufinefs. 

-,-

Buck. I pray lOu, who, my lord·? 
!lor. All this was prder'd b;y the gOQq difcretion 

Of the righ~ reverend cardinal of York. 
B"ck . The 4evil fpeed him! no man's pye is free'4 

from hi.s ambitious finger. What had he .. 
To do in thefe fierce vanities 6? I wpnder, 
That fuch 'I- kee.!=h 7 can with his very bull~ 
Take up the rays 0' the benefi~ial {un, 
And keep h from the e;J.rth. 

No,·. Surely, fir, 
There' s in him. il:uJf that puts hill}. to thefe ends! 
For, being not propp'd by anceitry, (whofe grac~ 
Chalks fucce~ors their way,) nor ql1'd upon 
For high feats done to the crown; neither alIy'd 
To emment affifiants, but, f~ider-like, <-
O ut of his felF-drawing web, he gives us note~, 
The·force ofhis own merit makes his way; 
A gift that heave!) gives [or him, which buys , 

5 _ tltmtnt-l No initiation, no previous pra~ices. EI,mtflls are th~ 
lirft principles of things, or rudiments of knowledge. The word is 
here applied, not without a catachrtjis, to a perfon. jOR NSOti . 

6 _ fi"" vanititS 1') Fitrct is here, I think, u(ed like the French 
Jiu, for prouJ,eu Jefs we fuppofe all allulion to the mimi, . ! ("oeity' <If 
the eombat~nts fii the tilt. j OH N SON . 

It is certainly ufed as the French · word jilr. So, in Ben Jonfon'; 
lJartbo'o", .. u Fair, the puritan fays, the hobby horie II is a fitra an4 
fank idol." ST!:!:V!:N8. 

Again, in tht Rape of LUcrlC.: 
" 'thy 'IIio'ent vanitits can never laft." 

In 'Timon oj Atbens we have-
C( 0 the ficr" wretchednefs that glorY,brings I" MA L ON:t . 

7 'That ju(h a keech - ] A kmh is a folid lump or mafs. A cake 
ef w~x or tallow formed in a mould is called yet in fome places a kitch. 

JOR N Sl));. 

There may, perhaps; be a tlngular propriety in this term of contempt. 
JYoljey was the fon of a bu/chcr, and in the fecond part of King Henry IV. 
a butcher's wife is called-Goody Kitch; STJ::r:v!:NS. 

, Out oj his ftlf-drawing 'Web,- ] ThUG it ftanes in the fidl: edition. 
The later editors, by injudicious corre8ion, have printeJ : 

. ou~ of hil Celf-drawn 'Wtb. jOIlNS?N. 
9 _ he gi.,,, UI note,) Old Copy-O gITes us, &c. Corre8ea by 

Mr. Steeven!. MALO N:I. 

A place 



K.I N G HEN R Y VI~~ 

A place next to the king I. 
, Aber. I cannot tell 

H,, ' 

What heaven halh given him, let fome graver ey~ 
Pierce into that; but l <.an fee his pride 
Peep throllgh each part of him: Whence has he tha~ r­
If not from hell, 't4e devil is a niggard i 
Or has given all before, ~nd he begin~ 
'A nelY hell in himfelf. 

B uck . Why the devil, 
Upon this French going-ou~, took he up?n h~~ 
Without the privity 0' the king, to ap.point 
Who fhould att'eodon him r ·He makes up the file~ 
Of ail the gentry j for the moll part fuch 
Too, whom as great a chaIg·e 'lS little honour 
He meant to lay upon: and hi~ own letter. 
The honourable board of council out 3~ 
MuLl: fetch hiQi. in he papers ~. 

Aber.. I do know 
~inf~en of mine, three at the leaft, tha,t hav~ 

I 4 gift that hta'flm givtl for. him. 'Which bllYs . 
A piau ntxt to tht king.] It is evident a word or two in the (e~. 

~ence is miCplac<d, and that we ihould read: 
A gift that Ma ven gi.,,,; whicb buyr for hi'" 
A plact ntxt to the kmg. W AI.BV" ToN. 

It is full as likely that Shalcfpeare wrote-gi"er /0 1»111, which wiU 
fa ve any greater alteration . JOHNSON~ • 

1 • rn too dull to perceive tfie neceillty of any change. What he i. 
unable to give himfelf, h.eaven gives or depofitsfor him, and that gift,· 
or depofir, buys aplaCt, &c. ST )::£VEN; . 

:> -thtJilt) Th '!t is, tpe liJI. JOHNSON. 
S _ co unci out,] It appeal'll from Holinlbed, that this CltpreiflOn i, 

rightly ellplained by Mr: Pore in the nellt note: 'WitbDut the CD"currence 
of tb. eoueeil. •• The peers of tb'e reallne receiving letters to preparo 
themCe\ves to atrend the ,ltin~ in this journey, and no apparent neee!. 
farie c.uf~ . "prelled, why or wherefore, feemed to grudge tbat {uch a 
collly j ourney Ibould be taken 1n hand-'Witbcut conftnt of the ""hoI. 
hoarde of the Counfaille." MALONE • 

. .. Mwft f.tch bVri ill b'I'''l'trI.] He I'I1/m,-a verb; his own letter, 
by his own fi ngJe authority, and without the coneun.nce of the cOUI\. 
cil, mull fetch in him whom he papers down.-I don't underlland it, 
unieC. thi. b. tbe rnea!liog, POP 1:. 

Wolfey publilbed a lift-of the feveral perronl whom he had appointed 
·to attend on the killa at this interview. ·See HaU', Cbroni+/e, R YJ:Qer ', 
FI/tura, tom. 13, &c. STEEVJ: NS . 

5 ~ 



lU NG Ir1 E N R Y VlII. 
By this fo ficken'd their efiates, that never 
Th,ey {hall abuund as formerly. 

Buck. 0, many 
Have broke their backs with laying manors on them. 
For this great journey $. What did this. vanity, 
put minifter communica~~on of 
A moft poor ilfue 61 

Nor. Grievingly I think, 
The peace between the French and us not vallles 
The coft t4at did cpnc1ude it. 

Buck. Every man, 
,After the hid-eous florm that follow'd. was 7 

A thing 

5 Ha",e broJe their PI,ckl 'Witb layi~1.·",anorl ." them 
For tbi. greatJournty,] ~n the ancient Interlude of Naturl, bl.l. ,,0 date, but apparently printed in the reign of king Henry VI~I. there 

'teems to have been a fimilar Ihoke aimed at this e1pe@Ve expctition; 
" Pryde. I am unhappy, I {e it well ...... 

" For tbe,,!,"c. oj myne tlppartll 
" 'T owardy' tbi .• ",yage, 
" What in horfes and other aray, 
11 H .th compelled me for to lay 
., AI' II'Y land to mortgage." STJ:J:VI)lS~ 

So, in King John: ' 
.. Ralh incon{,derate licy voluntaries, 
" Have fold their fortunes at their native homel, 
" Be_rillg tbeir birtb-rigbt. proudly .11 tbtir barh, 
" To make a hazard of new fortunes here." 

We meet with a fimilar expreffion in Marlowe's King EJ'lDard II. J598; 
., While foldier, mutiny for want of pay, 

. " He Wears a lord'srevenue on hi, back." 
, Again, in Camden'. Remainr, 1605: "There was a nobleman merri. 
ly conceited, and riotouOy given, that having lately fold a mannor of an 
bundred ten.m<nts, came ruffling iDto the court, faying, am not I a 
mighty man that beare an hunnred houfes on my backe.?" Mj\ LON E, 

See alfo DodOey' CoII,8ionoj O/d PIt,y" edit. 1780, Vol. V. p.",6j 
Vol. XII. p. 395' RUD. 

6 _ Wbat did this .,anity-
But minifter' (Sr,] What effea: had this pompous lhew but ~ 

produdion of a wretched conc1ufion. JOHNSON. 
7 Every man, 

After tbe bid,ou. florm that follow'd, &c.] From Holinlhed: 
"Monday the xviii. of June was {uch an bideou, jlor fne of win!! and 
wu~er, that many cODJccwred jt did l'fo,noiii,,\c uOllblc and hatred 

lhordJ 

"'" .. 



.t I N G HEN It Y VHI. 
A thing infpir'd; and, not confulting, broke 
Thto a gener1l1 prophecy,-That this tempeft,. 
Da!hing the garment of this peace, aboaded 
The fudden breach on't. 

Nar. Which is budded out; . For France hath flaw'd the league, and hath attach'd 
Our merchants' goods at Bourdeaux. 

• f 

• Aber. I s it therefore 
The ambalfador is ulenc'd If 

Nor. Marry, is't. 
Aber. A proper title of a peace 9; and purchas'd 

At R fuperfluous rate! . 
Buck. Why, all this buunefs 

Our reverend t;lrdinal car~'d. 
Nor. Like it your grace, 

The flate takes notice of the private difference 
Betwixt you a;p' the cardinal. I advife you, 
(And take it from a heart that wi!hes towards YOIl 
Honour and plenteous [afety,) that you read 
The cardinal's malice and his potency 
Togeth~r.: to conuder further, that 
What hiS high hatred would effeet, wants not 
A minif1:er in his power: You know his nature, 
That he's revengeful; and I know, his {word 
Hath a !harp edge: it's long, and, it may be faid; 
It reaches far; and where 'twill not extend, • 
Thither he darts it. Bofom up my counreI, 
You'll find it wholefome. La, where comes that rock;~ 
That I advife your !hunning. 

Ihortly after to follow betwet!n princ'cs."-'-Dr. Warburton hu qlioted a 
limilar paOage from Hall, whom he caUs Shakfpeare's author; but Ho­
lin/hed, and not Hall, was his author; as is proved here by the 
warda which I have printed in Italicks, which are not found (0 com­
bined in Hall 's Chronicle. This faa is indeed proved by various tir­
c"mfta !ic~s . See Vol. V. p. 4,9. n. 3. MALONE. 

• Th. dmbailador i, fil<nc'd 1] The French ambafrador reliding ill 
England, by being refufed an audience, may be faid to be )ilenc'd. • 

JOHNSON. 
II A prop,r title of a ptact';] A tine name ofa peace. Ironically. 

. JOHNSON. 

~ -comtlfbat.,.o,",] To make !herod cOllltisnot verijuft. JON " 
J Enllr 



· •• KIN G HEN.R Y VIU. 
Enur Cardinal WOLSF. Y, (thepurft "orne "ifore him,) ctr 
~in of the guard, and two Secretaries witk papers. 
Cf'he Cardinal in his, paJfoge fixlth his 19'e on Buckingham; 
and Buckingham on him, hoth full of difdain. 

Wof. The duke of Buckingham's ' flKveyor! ha? 
Where's his examination l 

I Seer. Here, fo pleafe you. 
Wof. Is he in perf on ready? 
I Sur. Ay, pleafe your grace. 
Wof. Well, we {hall then know more; and Buckingham 

Shallleffen this big look. [ExeunrWO'LlUlY; and train. 
Buck. This butcher"s cur 2. is venom-mouth'd, and I 

Have not the power to muzzle him; therefore, beft 
Not wake him in his number .... A beggar's book 
Out-worths a noble's blood J. 

Nor. What, are you chard? 
Alk God for temperance; that's the appl~ce onlyI' 
Which your difeafe requires. • 

Buck . I read in his looks 
M atter againfl me ; and his eye revil'd 
Me, as his abjeCl. pbjeCl:: at this inll:ant • 
He bores me with fome trick 4 : He's, gone' to the king; 
I'll follow, and ont·flare him. 

Nor. Stay, my lord, 
And le t y.oJlr. reafon with your choler queftion 

2. _ butcber's cur -) Wolfoy is f~id to have born th~ fon of a' 
butchor [of IpfwichJ. JOHN SON . 

Dr. Grey obferves, that whon the death of the duke of Buckingham 
was roported to the emperor Charles V. he fa id, " The firft buck of 
England was worried to death by a buttb.r', dog." Skelton, w'lOfe fa­
tire is of the gro/Teft kind, in Wby cume jou not to Court, has the fam~ 
leliection on the meannef. of cardinal Wolfey 's birth: 

" For drede of the !'oucbtr's dog, 
" Wold wirry them like an hog," STJ:EVENS. 

3 -.If btggat'l book 
OUf-wortbs a noblt blood. J That is, the literary qu alifications of a 

bC/okilh beggar aTe more prJzed than the high defcent of hereditary 
gr.atllefs. This is a contemptuous exclamation very naturally put into­
the Dl.t'uth of one of the antient, unletter'd, martia:l nobility. JOHN SON. 

4- Ht bores mt 'With Jomt trick:] He ftaba or wounds me by fom,: 
t rtifice or (,aion. J ° H N so N • 

io, in the Life and Dt4lb of tb. Lord.crom~otll, 1602 : 
~ One ,hat bathiull'd ),ou, that hath Dor'd youl lir." STi:£V1 

Wha~ 



K ~ N G HEN R Y Vlli. 
What 'tis you go about: To climb free?, hills. 
Requires flow pace at firfr: Anger is hke 
A full-hot horre s, who being allow'd his way, 
Self.mettle ti.res.hitn. Not ~ man in England 
€an advife me like: you: be to yourfelf 
As you would to your friend~ 

Buck . I'll to the king; 
And from a mouth of honour 6 quite cry down 

.. This Ipfwich fellow's infolence; or proclaim; 
There's difference in no perfons. 

Nor. lJe aClvis'd; 
Heat not a furnace for your foe fo h~t 7 -

That it do finge yourfelf: We may out-run. 
By vio!entfwiftnefs, that which we run at, 
And 10Ce by over-running., J(now you not. 
The fire,. that-mounts the liquor till it run o'er, 
In feeming to augment it, waftes it! Be advis'd; 
J fay again, thaN is' me Englifh foul 
More luonger to drr.ect you than yourfelf; 
If.wjth tite fap or reafon you would quench. 
Or hut :1llay, the fire of paffion. 

Blick. Sir, 
I am thankful to you ; and I'll go along 
By your preCcription :-hut this top-proud felloW>,'/ 
(Whom frolR the flolV of gall I name not. hut 
From fincere motions8

,) by intelligence. • 
And proofs as ~l~a;. as founts in July. when, 

S _ Ang" is m~ 
A full bat b.orfe, &c.] So, in our authol's R.op. 0/ Lllcl"e(t, 
" TiIl l like a jade, f,lf·wili hlmfelf doth ti,.,.. M:.\4.0N ,_ 

So, Mallinger, in the Ullnlltural Combat: 
" LeI pa.Jlion 'Work, and, like a bot·rein'd bor!<. 
" "Twili'l"jcUy lir.itfelf." STIt£VUI S. , 

• - from a moutb oj bonour-:' ] I will cruth thi. bareb-orn felloW' "" 
th.e due.m/luence of my rank, or fay that all diftinGlions of pcrfon~ i. 
at an end, JOHN SON . 

1 Heat nol :z [urnact, &c.1 Might not Shak(pe~re alJud~ to Dan. ui.. 
sz? " Thcrefolc bee.uCc tlie klng's commandment was urgent and 
the furnaec exe,eeding hot, the /lame of fire /lew thoCe men tha: toole 
lip Sbadracb, M .foac, and Abednego," STX&VUI$. 

• - jinte" mOlion. , ) Honeft indignation j warmth of integrity_ 
Perhaps IIQIJZI Qot.lhollid DC blllJlll not. JOIlNSOM, 

W. 



I G I H ~ N R y . ViII. 
We fee each grain of gravel. I do know 
Tq be corrupt and treafonous. 

Nor. Say not, treafonous. 
Buck. To the king I'll fay't; and maKe! my vouch as ftTong 

As {hore of rock. Attend. This holy fox, 
Or wolf, or both, (for he is equal ravenous 9, 

As he is fubtle; and as prone to rilifchief, 
As able to perform it: his mihd and place 
Infecting one another I, yea, reciprocally,) 
Only to {hew his pomp as well in France 
As here at home, fuggefts the king our mafter~ 

. To this laft coftly tr~ty, the interview, 
That fwallow'd fo much treafure, and like a glafs 
Did break i' the rinfin~. • . 

Nor. 'Faith,andfoltdid . ... .. 
Buck. Pray, give me favour, fir. This cunning cardinal 

The articles 0' the combination d~t!w 
As himfelf pleas'd; and they wert' ;itf~, 
As he cry'd, Thus let be: to as much end, 
As give a crut~h to tlie dead: But our count-cardipal ll 

H as done this, and 'tis well; for worthyWolfey. 
Who cannot err, he did it. Now this follows. 
(Which, as I take it, is a kind of puppy 
To the old dam, treafon,)-Charles the empel"Jr~ 
Under pretence to fee the queen his aunt, 
(For 'twa!), indeed, his colour; but he camt: 
To whifper Wolfey,) here makes vifitation: 
His feaI:.s were, that the interview, betwixt 
Englalld~d France, might, through their amity, 
Breed .him fome prejudice; for from this league 

~ -Jar bti, equ'al ra""nDlis,l E'!ual .for ,,!ually. Shakfpeare fre­
C!uwtlyufes adjectives adverbialfy. See K. JDbn, Vol. IV. p. 565,n. 6. 

MALON •• 
• - bis mind anJ !latt 

1nfe8ing on, alfDtber,-J This is very {atirlc.l. His mind he re­
pre(enu as highly corrupt; and yet he fuppofe, the contagion of tho 
,Iattof firft minifter as adding an infection to it. W AltB U a TON. 

" - fuggeftltbtking Dllr mafttr-J JM{lejlt, for excites. W ARliI. 

• - 0,,", count.cardinal-J Wolfey II afterwards called king-car­
.liDal. Mr. Pope and the [ubfe'j,ucnt editor; read_ Qur,.cardinal. 

. MALO NE •• 

Peep1d 



X I ~ G HEN R Y VIII. 
Peep'd ha~ms that menac'd him:' He privilyS 
,Deals with our cardinal j and, as I ,trow,- • 

, ' ~ich I do well; (or, I am fure, the emperor 
Pay'd ere he promis'd; whereby his fnit was granted. 
Ere it was a{k'd i-but when the way was made, 
And 'pav'd with gold, the emperor thus delir'd j­
That he would pleafe to alte(' the king's courfe, 

. And break the forefaid peace. Let the kin~ know, 
(As foon he {hall by me,) that thus the cardinal 
Does buy and fell his honour as he pleafes, 
And for his own ad:va'l tage: 

Nor. I all). forry f. 
To hear this of him; a~nd s:ould 1{h. h!= were 
Something mifiaken in't 4. 

Buck. No. not a fy11 ; 

17, 

I do pronounce him in l!ot very {hape, 
He {hall appear i~f. 
Enter 1l RAN ~ -;::;!I&erjeant at arml before him. alld t'W. 
• or }hree of the guard • 

./ '-i1r:an. Your office, ferjeant; execute it. 
F Se~. ~ 

My I~ of Buckingham, and earl 
Of HerefDrd, Stafford, and Northampton, I 
Arrefi thee of high treafon, in the na~e 
Of our mofi fovereign king. 

Buck . Lo you, my lord, 
The net has fall'n upon me; I {hall perifh 
'(Jnder device al!d pta~lice. 

Bran. I am forry 5 

• 

To fee you ta'en from liberty, to look on 
The bulinefs pre[ent i 'Tis his highne[s' pleafure,. 

3 - he pri'IJi/y-l He, which is not in the original copy, was addei 
'by the editor ofthdecond folio. MALO N E. ' 

• - beowere 
Sometbing miftaken in't.] That is, that he were fomething different 

frofT! what he is /ilke" or (uppofed I>y you to be. M .. UON E. 

5 1 iJm forry 
<Io1~e you ta'en fro ... l;herty, to look 011 

'Ih~ ,liujinef. prere.t :) J am , forry that I am obliged to be prefent 
and an eye.witnefs o( 10ur 10Cs of liberty. JOHNSON. 

VOL. VII. C You 



18 K I ~ G HEN.R Y VIII. 
You !hall to the Tower . 

B ue-/: . It will help me nothing, 
To ~ead mine i nnoc~nce; for that dye is 01~ me, .. ... 
Which makes my whltefi: part black. The wlll of heavtll 
Be done in this and all things !-~ obey.-
o my lord Aberga'ny, fare you well. 

I1ran. Nay, he muft bear you company :-The king 
[to Aber. 

I s pleas'd, you !hall to the Tower, till you know 
How he determines further. 

Aber. As the duke faid, 
The will of heaven be done, and the king's pleafure 
By me obey'd. , 

Bran. H ere is a war ra,~ ' from . 
The king, to attach lord MmoJ' . .te; an d the bodies 
Of the duke 's confefi'or, lohn de f." Court 6

, 

One Gilbert Peck, 'his chancellor 7,~ 
B uck . So, fo; . 

There are the limbs of the plot: NO·i'~ore, hope •• 
B ran . A monk 0' the Chartreux. 
Blick. 0, Nicholas Hopkins 8? ( 
B~.&. ~ . 
B lick. My furveyor is falCe; the o'er~g. : 'l t r~rr!: ."ll 

Hath !hew'd him. go~d : my life is fpann'd already 9: 
I am the lhadow of poor Buckingham; 

·Whure 
• 

(, 'John dela COlirt,] T he name of thi s mcnk of the Ch artreux wa~ 
1 . bridelaCpr, alia,dela Court. S:eHolinQ,ed, p, £6 3' STEEVI NS . 

7 Q"e (Jdherl Peck,h;, chancellor,] Old Copy-roynfdler. CorreCted by 
Mr. Theobald. I beJiev~ the author wrote- And Gil bert, &e. MA LOS E . 

Our poet himfelf, in the beginning of the fecond aCt, vouche; fa; 
this correaion: 

At whicb, anear'd agoirjl bim hi, furvtyor, 
{Sir Gilbert Peck, bi, chanaJlor. THJ:OllALD r 

• Holinlhed eUls thi~ perfon, "Gilbert ferke prieft, the duke's cban­
cellar." STE EVE!"S. 

S _ Nicholas HOl'kinsl'] The old copy has Michael riopkhlS. Mr. 
Theobald made the emend ation, conform ably to the chronicle: "Nic ], . 
olas Hopkins! a monk of an houre of the Choertreux orlier, beliae 
Brillow, called Henton." In the Mf. Nich. only was ~r(lb. bl y eet down, 
and mift.ken for Micb. MALONE. 

9 ~ my lif,' is /1'.nn 'd alrtady;) To fl'an h to grip., or inclof. in Ibe 
bud; to fl''f~ is alfo to m,aJure by the palm and 6 ger~. The mean-

S in, 



K I NG HENRY VIII. 19 
, Whofe figure even this inftant cloud puts on, 

By dark'ning my clear fun • .-My lord, farelVcl. [E.J'lunt. 
SCENE 

i ng, therefore, may either be, that hold is 10k", of my life, my 'ile is in 
tbe grip. of my ... mi., ; or, that ",y time;' ""pf. ed, lb. ItTIglh of my 
Life is n''W dtlerminld. J ON N 501'\. 

) 1 am rhe foadow of p' or Buckingham; 
Wbof. figuruven rbis i.jiam cloud puts on, 
By dar t'nin! my eI.ar fun .] Thefe lines have palTed all the 

editors. Does the reader undedhnd them? By me they are inexpli. 
cable, and muft bc left, I fcar , to (orne hap pier fagatity. If the ufoge 
of ?ur author's tirru: could allow /igure t'};Pe taken, as now, for dignity 
or ""porrance, we mIght read: 

Wbof.j~U,. ... ", this i"jiunl c , .d puts out. 
lIut I cannot pleafe myfel fw · h .:onjeaure. 

Another explanation , "e given, fornewhat haral, but the b:Jt 
tha t occurs to me : ,r 

J am the {hadcw 0 or Buck',,!bam, 
Whofe Ii is injiant cloud pUff 0", 

whore ]lort an <flgni fTu med by this cardinal, that overclouds and 
oppreil'!s me, and wh oains my place, • 

Bydork'ning m clearfun. J OHNSON . ' 

rhaps ShaHpeare ms exprcfTed the fa me idea more clearly in 'Tit, 
. t ntltmtn of V. no, .AnIO"y ,,,,d CI.opatra, and King Jobn: 

. ho [pring of love refembe1eth 
" .. " uncertain glory of an April day, 
" Whi h now fl. ews all t he beauty of the fun, 
" And, by and by, a cloud takes all away. " 

An tony remarking on the various appearances aflumed by the flying VA­

pJurs, adds : 
" __ now thy captain is 
" Even fueh a body: here I am Antony, 
" But cannot hold this vifible Olape, my knlvf. ... 

Or yet more appofitely in King Jobn: 
" _ being but the Ihadow of your fon , 
" Becomes a fun, and makes your fon a /hadow.'· 

Such another thought appears in 'Tb. famDus Hift· ofTbo. Stukely, 1605 : 
" He is the fubjla nce of my jbadowld love." 

;pe might, bowever, read-poul. on j i, e, look gloomily upon. So, 
- in CQf~lcnu,.,.Aa V. fe. i. 

" -- then, 
" Wep9u t upon t.he morning, are unapt 
" T" give, or to forgive." 

Again, in Rom,o and J_litt; Aa III. fc. iii . 
" Thou poul'}l upon thy fortune and thy love," ST ltJ:VJ:N • • 

The following palrage in Greene', Dorajiu, and Fa.unia, 1588, (:l 
book which Shakfpeare certainly had read,) adds fuppor t to Dr. John­
(on', conjecture: " Fortune, envious offuch happy fucccffe,- turned her 

C z - wheele, 



so KING HENRY 

SeE N E It. 
crhe Council-Chttmlur. 

VIU. -, . 

I 
Enter King HEN R Y, Cardinal WOLSEY, the Lords of the 

Council, Sir Thom3.s Lovell, Officers, and Attendants. 
The King enters leaning on the Cardinal's jhoulder. '. 

King. My life itfelf, and the beft heart of it", 
Thanks' you for this great care: I ftood i' the level 
Of a full-charg'd confederacy 3, and give thanks 
To yqll that cpok'd it .-:-Let be call'd before U5 • 

That gerideman of But\:ingham's: in per;:On 
I'll hear him his confefii . uftify ; .• 
And point by point tIle trea ' . his mader 
He fhall again relate': ' ~ 

I 

The King takll his jlate. '['he Lords\ • t.4S,f;,;;:cil ta7u their 
fi'Veral places. 'The Cardinal p74 ... .' If u'lder the 
king's fret , on hi! right fide. \ ( 

.11 noiJe 'Within, crJing~ Room for the : Qgeen. Enter thl ... ,. ",..-
wheele, and darRtntd tbtir brigbt funne of prof~ 'ritie with the: .tie 
cloudes of milhap and mifcry." .. , ~ . ) r "!"; o.:.l 

Mr. Mafon has obferved that Dr. Johnfon did noC- dci)u (Hce to hi. 
own emendation, referring the words wbofe figure to Buckingham, 
when in faa they relate to foodo'W. Sir W. Blackftone h.d already 
explained the affage in this manner. MALON E. 

By adopting Dr. Jobnfon's firft conjeaure, "puts out," for "puts 
on," a tolerable fenfe may be given to thefe obfcure lines. "I am' but 
the lhadow of poor Buckingham: and even the figure or outline of thi s 
{hadow begins hOW to f~de away, being extinguilhed by thi. impend' n~ 
cloud, which darkens (or interpofes between me and) my clear fun; that 
is, the favour of my fovereign." BLACKSTONE • 

.. _ "nd tht htft heart of it,] Htdrt is not here taken for the great 
organ of circulation and life, but, in a common and popular fenfe; flir 
the moll valuable or pr~cious part. Our author, in Hamlet, men tions 
the btart of htart. Elthaufted and effet~ ground is fa;': by. the f:\.!;mer 
to be out of be art. The hard and inner part of the oa~, . !If! d htare 
if od. JOHN~ON. 

J _flood j' tht 1 .... <1 
01 a full.cbargid conftd'fa",,] To ftand in the ltvel of a gun is to 

ftand In .a lint VJith its moutl>, fo as to be hit 'by the /h(lt. JOH NSON . 
SO, in our author B IJ7tb ~onnet : 

" Bring me within the Itvel of your fro'Nn, 
" But lhoot not at me," tec. 

Sce dfo Vol. IV • p. 160, n. 4 j and p. 175. n. 7. 

Icrn.p~61420r q'f{'/ /) 
l!W iFil (11 ~ , 

U0nal Library. Ko 

hl/' L 

MALON •• 
, Q..,l)Cen, 

, 
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KIN G HEN R Y VIII. 2-1 

O!!een, ·ujhered by the Dulw· of NORFOLK and SUF­

FOL K : jhe /metis. CJ'he Kin~ rifith from his jlate,/alus 
her up, lU./1u, and piaath her hy him. 

)~ Cath. Nay, we mull: longer kneel; I am a fuitor. 
King. Arife, and take plate by us :-HalfyouHuit 

Never name to us; you have half our power: 
The other moiety, ere you afk, is giv'n; 
Repeat your will, and take it • . 
~ Cath. Thank your majefty. 

That you would love: yourfelf; and, in that love. 
Not unconfider 'd leave your honollr, not 
The dignity of your office. is t point 
Of my petition. 

K ing. I,ady mine, 
~. Cath. I am fo 

And thofe of true c ition, that your fubjcCls 
Are in gre . _. Ice; there have been c6mmiffi6ns 
Sentodown arno em, which hath flaw'd the heart 
Of all their loy a . es ;-w herein, although, 

good lord car . nal, they velit reproaches 
1\ . erly 0 ou, as putter-on 
o . ~ . '1: ns 4, yettheking10urmafter, 
(Whofe honour heaven lhield from foil!) even he efcapes not 
Language unmannerly, yea, fuch which breaks 
The fides ofloyalty, and almoft'appears 
I n loud rebellion. . • 

Nor, Not almo£!: appears, 
It doth appear; for, upon there taxations, 
The clothiers ali, not able to maintain 
The many to them 'longingS, have put off 

4 _ 01 puttet.on 

The 

_ ___ ~Of Ib~ ~ .txaflionr, J The infiigotor of there exaaions; the perron 
who to the king the taxes complained of, and in(iltd him to 
exact them from his fubjects. So, in Mtz,brlb: 

" -The powers above 
" PilI on their inftJ1lmentl," 

Again, in Haml't: 
" Of death. P"' G/I by cunning and forc'd nure." MALONE. 

S 'Ibt many to tI". '/Ollgitlg,-] The "'/lH1 is the ,.nll" the traiD. 
abe people, O".cIcn i., perhap:, the laft that ufcd this WOld I "'- . C, "'"Jill 



zz KIN G HEN R Y VIII. 
The fpinfters, cuders, fullers, weavers, who, 
Unfit for other life, compell'd by hunger 
And l ack of other means, in defperate manner 
Daring the event to the teeth, are all in uproar, ( 
And D anger ferves among them 6. 

Kit/g . Taxation! 
Wherei n? and what taxation ?-My lord cardinal~ 
You that are blam'd for it alike with ( .5, 

Know you of this taxation? 
Waf. Pleafe you, fir, 

I know but of a fingle part, in aught J 
Pertains to the fiate; a front but in that file '1 

Where others tell fieps w 
~ Cath . No, my lord, ; 

You know no more than others : '" 
Things, that are known alike; wh \ are not wholefomc 
To thofe which would nOl know the C' IlRr:tet muf!: 
Perforce be their acquaintance. Th n attions, 
Whereof my fovereign would have not \' they are 
Moft peftilent to the hearing; and, to ,ear them, 
The back is facri fice to the load. The, fay, '. 
They are devis'd by you; or elfe you iuA,yr, r' , ,t.e 

't r c ' "'' Too 

" 'Tbeli.g. hiforttbtir many rod •• " J OHN SON. 
) bdieve the many is only the multit.de. T~lIs Cori. lanu., fpeaking of 
t he abbIe, calls<>them: 

" - the mutable rank. fcented many." ST EEVENS . 
6 Anti Danger Jer., .. a".on[ tbem. J D anKer is perfon. li.cd as fervi ng 

in the rebel army, and Ihaking the efrablilhed govtrnment. WAft B. 

Chaucer, yower. Skelton, and Spenfer, h ... e perronified D ans;u. 
The firfr, in his Romaunt or tb. RoJt; the fecond, in his fifth book D. 
C""J1Ji •• ' Amanti, j the third in his no.g. oJCo.rt: 

" With that, anone out ftart dant" .... 
and tbe fourth, in the 10th Canto of the fourth hook of his Fa,,:! 
Si(::"'" and again in lhe fifth book and the ninth Canto. S T"," YENS . 

7 -fr •• t hut i" that fi'e- ] I am butprill2u, inter par"". I a~.,."ltrJ. 
firO: in the row ofcounfellors. JOHNso N. .".,¢ 

This was the very idea that Wolfey wilhed to difclaim. It was not 
his intentio ... to acknowledge that he was tbe Jir!1: in the row of coun. 
fi 110rs, bu t that he was merely on a level with the reft, and ftept in 
tbe f me llne with them. MASON. 

1\ rOM InD"" .0 more than otb." : /lit '.1 That i., you know no more 
than other coun{cllors, but you are the perron who (ramc thofe thinK' 
w~ arc ilftcrwardl propofedJ lUll! )mOWJl c'lually by all. M AlON. 



KING HENRY VIII. • 
' Ton hard an exclamation. 

King. Still exaction! 
- The nature of it 1 In what kind,let's know, 

Is t lis exaction? 
Z: Calb. I am much too venturous 

In tempting of your patience; but am boJden'd 
Under your promis'd p'ardon. The fubject' s grief 

,tComes through commlffions, which compel from eacll 
The fixth part of his fubllancr., to be levy'd 
Without delay; and the pretence for this 
I s nam '~, your wars in France: This makes bold mouths: 
Tongues fpit their duties out, and old hearts freeze 
Allegian.ce ~n them; their curf, ow, 
Live where their prayer" and it' s come to pars, 
That tractable obcdi .: s a flave 
To each inccnfed wil 1 would, your highnefs 
Viould give i nfideration, for 
Tiler" is no prl / ufinefs I, 

Kmg. By my Ii 
. isis againft ou 

~ . I . And for e, 
' -1. ~ 

5> 'I bat t a, . ..,,7e .beditnrt i , a flo'lJi 
T. eocb inanf,d <viII.) T he meaning, r think, i., Thing4 are 

",ow in fuch a fituation, thdt refentment and indignation predominate 
in every man's breaft over duty and allegiance. MALON!:. 

1 There is no primer bufinefs.] In the old edi tio n~ 
'I btre is 110 primer bafenefs. 

- The queel\ is here complainin~ of the fulfering of the commons; which. 
!he fufpeeh, arofe from the abufe of power 10 fome great men. But· 
ihe is very referved in fpeaking her thoughts concerning rhe quality of 
it. We may be aff'ured then, that !he did not, in conclufion, call it 
the high eft boJtntfs; but ratber made ufe of a word that could not oRend 
the cardinal, and yet would incline tbe king to give it a fpeedy hearing. 
J read therefore: . 

_-r.~..".,;T.~h~;e~r~. ;is PI. primtr bufinefs. 
. 1. e. of fiate that more carne/Hy prelT"es a difpatch. WARII. 

\ 

Dr. Warburton (for reaf< os which he has given in his note) would 
read: 

- itO primer b~ntfs: 
but I think the meaning of the original word is fufficiently clear. No 
prime, hafonefs is PlO mifcbiif '!fore ripe or Tfady fo r redrefs. So, in 
OrIDtllo: 

" Were they u p,illlt as gl)ats, 'as hot as monlties . 

C + 
1.' 

STJ:I.V!:NS, 

I have 



KIN G HEN It Y VIIt; 
I have no further gone in this, than by' 
A fingle voice; and that not pafs'd me, but 
By learned approbation of the judges. If I am 
Traduc'd by ignorant tongues,-which neither know 
My faculties, nor penon, yet will be 
The chronicles of my doing,-let me fay I 
'Tis but the fate of place, and the rough brake 
That virtue muft go through. We muft not ftint ~ 
Our nece{[ary aCtions, in the the fear 
To cope 3 malicious cenfilrers; which ever, 
As ravenous fiilies, do ve{[e! follow 
That is new triinm'd; , It benefit no further: 
Than vainly longing. l.'lt we oft do beft. c 

By fick interpreters, once w ;;, "!s~, is 
Not ours, or not allow'd 5; what .• ft, as oft, 
Hitting a gro{[er quality 6, is cry' ~ 
For our beft aCt. If we fhan ftand __ (;_. ,_ ......... ..,. 
In fear our motion will be mock'd 0 

We fhould take root here where we fit 
State fratues only. 

King. Things done well, ~ .,. .,. ..• :e 
And with a care, exempt themfelves from :-,~., _ 
Things done without example, in their i{[ue 
Are to be fear'd. Have you a precedent 

/ 

~ Wt mu/1 rJ~t /lini:-) To flint i. tq flop, to rt"mi. Many inllanre. 
of this fen{e of the word are given in a note on the nrll act of R omel 
flndyu/itt. STE:£VE NS . 

3 cro copt-] To engage with; to encounter. The word is frill ufd 
in (orne Gounties. JOHNSON • 

... - once owtdontr,] Once is not un frequently u(ed forjo",ttimt, or 
CIt ont timt or other, among our ancient riters. So, in the 13th Ide. 
of Drayton: . ' " 

" This diamond /hall onto conrume to duft." . 
Again, in 'Tht Merry Wiv .. 1'Vind!or :-" I pray tbee once to~e 
give my (weet Nan this ring.' Again in Ltictfltr', C~.a/tht J 

•• _if God /llould take from us her moll: excellent majefty, (as 0"" he 
will,) and (0 leave us deftitute." STltEVENS. 

5 _., "ot al}ow'd;] Not appro~ed. SeeVol. I. p. 2.39,n. 3. MALONJ:. 
6 _ ..,b,1t ""Drfl. a. ift, 

Hitting a groJ!e,. tjrio/ity, - ) The worll actions of &: at men are 
commended by tbe vulgar, .. mort accommodated to the Ilrolfnefs of 
~eir notions. J OKN ION. 

Of . ;/ . 
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XING HENR Y VIII. 

r--O£ this commiffion 1 I believe, not any. 
I, We mull not rend-our fubjetls from our laws, 
. . - And frick them in our wiJl. Sixth part of each ? 

\ 

A trembling contribution! Why, we take, 
From every tree, lop, bark 7, and part 0' the timber; 1 
And, though we leave it with a root, thus hack'd, 
The air will drink the fap. To every county, 

. ' yxlhere this is quefrion'd, fend our letters, with 
'Free pardon to caw man that has deny 'd 
The force of this commifiion: Pray, look to't; 
I put it to your care. 

ll/o!. ·A word with you. / ' [CJ'o the Secretary. 
Let there b, letters writ to eve ,. nlire, 
Of the king's grace and n. The griev'd commons 
Hardly conceive of . et it be nois'd, 
That, through our in effion, this revokement I 
And pardon _. lliall anon advife you 
Furtho-r in the Plr ing. . (Exit Secretary. 

. Enter Surveyor • 
...- Calb. I am. rry, that the duke of Buckingham 
I s I n .~. ,.our i' pleafllre. 

King. it o'rieves many: 
The gentleman is learn'd 9, and a moA: rare fpeaker. 
To nature none more bound; his training fuch, 
That he may fumilli and infrrutl great te~che?s, 
Ani never feek for aid out of himfe1f' . Yet fee, 

--- W'1len thefe fo noble benefits thall prove 

." 

1 _ lop, hark, -1 L op is a (ubftantive, and lignifies the hrantlu. 
WARBURTON. 

n T bat, tbrougb o.r interuJJion, &ce.) So, in Holin/bed, p. 892.: 
" The cardinali, to deliver himfelf from th= eviU will of the common. , 
pun:h.fed by procuring and advancing of this demand, affirmed, and 
c • it to be bruted a~rode, that tbrougb hi' inttrte.f1io" the king had 

• pardon 0 :-tle.fed all things." ST UVJ:NS . 

9 'lb. g,.tltman is Itarn'd, &cc.) It appears from "The Prologue of 
the trannatour," that the Knygbt of tb. Swannt, a French rom3Dce. 
was tr'Dnated at the requelt of th.s unfortunate nobleman. Copla.d, 
the printer, adds, " this ;>re(eot hinory comnied, named Htlya, tbl 
Knight of tbt SWQllnt, of wbiJm linial" i, d'f«.dtJ my faid f.rd. r The 
duke was executed on Friday the 17th of May, 152.1. The bookhaa 
no date. ST r.J:VJ:N s. 

I - out of bi"!'/f __ ] Beyond the tru(u/es of hi' own mind. JOHNI. 

Not 



KING HENRY nl. 
Not well difpos'd', the mind growing cnee corruptJ 
They turn to vicious torms, ten times more ugly 
Than ever they were fair . This llIan fo complete, 
Who was enroli'd 'mong!!: wonders , and when we, 
Almoll: with ravifh'd lill:'ning, could not find 
His hour of fpeech a minute; he, my lady, 
Hath into mon!!:rous habits put the graces 
That once were his , and is become as black: 
As if befmear'd in hell 3 • Sit by us; you !hall heal' 
(This was his gentleman in t:ufi) of him 
Things to ll:rike honou fad. - Bid him recount 
The fore-recited prach 5; whereof • 
We cannot feel too little, ~"'ar too much. , 

Waf. Stand forth; and wit '. . f irit rdate what you,; 
Mo!!: like a careful fubject, have c , cied . 

, O ut of the duke of Buckingham. 
King. Speak freely . 
Sur'V. Fidl:, it was ufual with him, 

It would infea his fpeech, That if the :lng 
Should without iiTue die, he'd carry i( • fo 
To make the fcepter his: Thefe very w -ds I 
J have heard him utter to his fon-in-Iaw~ ' 0 ' 

Lord Aberga'ny; to whom by oath he menac'd 
R evenge upon the cardinal. 

Wa/, Pleafe ypur highnefs, note 
This dangerous conception in this point +. 
Not friended by his wifh, to your high perf on 
His will is mo!!: malignant; and it Hretches 
Beyond you , to your friends . 

~. Calh. My learn'd lord cardinal, 
D eli er all with charity. 

" - nobl. ben.jil,-
N.t qutll di(po,'d,-l Great gifts of nature and educatio,!!-,no 

j oined with good difpofitions. J ODN SON . ~ ,y' -: 
3 - i. buome a. black 

.AI if btJmtar'd in bell,] So, in Otb.ll. : 
" _ Her name, that was. as frefu 
" AI Dian'. virage, is now begrim'd :md blade 
" As mine own face .H 

S ,.X.EVENS • 

• _he'd CI"'J il- J Old Copy-b,';. Correlkd by Mr. Rowe. 
MA LO N!:. 

4 Tbis dangerous (on"pli." in tbi, p~irJt. ] Note thi. partil:ular part of 
this daD&erouI deli&D. JO HI'IION. 
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KIN G HEN R Y VIII. 
Ki!1g . Speak on : 

H ow grolmdcd he his title to the crown, 
L pon uur fail! to thi ~ point hall: thou hetlrd him 
.A t any time fpeak aught? 

S/{r~ . He was brought to this 
n y a vai n prophecy of Nicliol,:s Hopkins s. 

KinO". What was that HopkIns? 
Silr~ . Sir, a Chartrellx friar, 

?lis confefior ; who fed him every minute 
\\,ith word 0 fovereignty. 

King. How know'll: thou this? 
S,o·,v : Not· ~g before your hig efs fped to France. 

The duke bing at the Rofe '" , . in the parifu 
Saint Lawrence Poultne . · ... of me demand 
What was the fpeech ~ ? g the Londoners 
Concerning the Freno iourney : 1 reply'd, 
IVlen fear'd, the 1 would prove perfidious, 
To tht king's an ---' Prefently the duke 
Said, "rwas the Fe- ,indeed; and that he doubted., 

. 'lff'would prove the ri ty of certain words 
SpOh'(. by a holy m ; tbat oft, fays he, 
1l,t1bJ~nt t o lIle, '·' :.'ijlJilll me to ptrmit 
]ob1l.l1: /a Court, my c!Jap/ail1, a choice bour 
'fa IJen r from IJ im a matter of JOllie 71I0me1lt: 
J,F,~om lifter zmdrl' the COlljiiJiOIl' J }i!a' , 
H,jnle:nl1!y bad }worJl , that , what htfpoke, · 
~pJaill to 110 ,rclltkre l ivillg, hut 

5 _ l'hhoil1' Hopkills.-] The old copy ha. here and in the next 
line_NIcholas Hr/1(~n . The correaion was made by Mr. 1 heubaM. 
The mifiake was probably Shakfpeare's own, and he might have been 
led Into it by 'n .dvertently referring the words, " called Henton," in 
the paerage already quoted from Holinfhed, (p . lS, n . S.) not to the 
mooafiery, but to the monk. MALONE . 

• - at.thl Roie, &c.] This houfe was purch. f< d about the year 1561 • 
• :'j -:t1..1 I"'d Hill. fom ctime malte r of the Merchant Taylors ' company. 

and is now tele Merchant Tayloro' {chool in Suffolk lane WHALLEY, 

6 _ undtr Ib l confellion'g i,ai -] The ola copy reads-the w"",i{. 
fto.', feal. Mr. Theobald ma the emenda tion, and fupportsjt by the 
follo wing palrage in Holin/hed'K Ch.o~ide: "The du~. in talk told the 
",.d, that he had $lone nry well to bind hi chaphin, John de Ja 
.Court, under the real of conftJli0n, to keep fecree ruth matter." JI •• 
liDjJmlt p.863' MALON", 



. sa KIN G H l!: N R Y VIII. 
9"0 me, jhould ufter, with demure conjiden .. e 

, crhi( paujinglJ en/a'd;::-Neither the king "or his beir! ; 
(ere/l y ou the (luke) /batl profper: bid him jlri<ue 
ero gain tbe Ir'lJt oj Ihe comlJlonalty 7; the dulte 
Sball gO'lJem England. 

E(; Calb. If I know you well, 
You were the duke's furveyor, and 1011: your office 
On the complaint 0' the tenantS: Take good heed, 
You charge not in your fpleen a noble perfon. 
And (poil your nobler foul! I fay. take head; 
Yes, hea tily befeech you. . 

King. Let him on. S" C' ' 

Go forward. 
Sur<u. On my foul, I'll 

,. 
ut truth. 
. il ' s illufioM 

1 ,.. 

I told my lord the duke, By tli 
The monk might be deceiv'd ; 

for him " 
11 that 'twas dang'rous 

To ruminate on this fo far, until co 

It forg'd him fome deiign, which, be Ig believ'd, , 
It was much like to do ; He anfwer'q.~ craJh! 
I t calt do me no damage: adding furtli'e-i-i ~ 
That, had the king in his la11: ficknefs f'.ril'd. 
The cardinal's and fir Thomas Lovel's heads 
Should have gone off. 

King. Ha T what, fo rank 8? Ah, ha ! 
There's m [chief in this man :-Can11: thou fay further? 

Sur'll . I can, my liege. 
King. Proceed. 
Sur<u. Being at Greenwich, 

After your highnefs had reprov'd the duke 

7 TQ gain the lo~t of tbt commonalty;] For the infertion of the word 
,"in, I am anfwerahle. From the correfponding paJI'age in Holinlhed, 
,t appears evidently to have been omitted through the carelelfnefs of the 
'compofitor: " The faid monke told to De la Court, nei~dg-mn-­
hi. heirs Ihould profper, and that I Ihould .nd.avour to purcbaf. tb. 
food will, of tbt commonalty of England." 

Since I wrote the above, I find this correCl:ion . had been made by 
the editor of the fourth folio. MALONIt • 

• -f.r hlm-] Old Copy-fortbis. Correlieil by Mr. R owe.MALoNE • 
• -fo ... IIk' - J Rank weeds, are weeas that ~re grown up to great 

hei,ht and ftreJllth. Wbllt, fa)'1 the kiD&'J Will lie IId"'llnmJ to tbu t#,., ]08.,01r. 
About 



~ I N G H E ~ !t ¥ yI~I. "9' 
bout fir William Blomer,-
King. I remember . J 

9ffuch a time:-Being my fworn fervant 9
1 

The duke retain'd him his.-But on; What hence 1 
Sur'lJ. If, quoth he, I for this had hUll (ommititd~ 

As, to the 'Tower, I thought,-I 'Would have play'a 
'fhe part my fath,er meant to all upon 

!.!.fhe uJurptr Richard: 'Who, being at Saliflury, 
~ade fuit to come ill his pre/tnce; 'Which if granted, 
As he made (zp/anu of 'his duty, CZfoult{ , 
Ha'lJe put h;' l nife info him. 

King: A ~t traitor! 
Wo/. N¥, madam, may hi·' ghnefs live in freedo~. 

And this man out of"Er) > • 

!i<.!feen. God mend I" l ": 

King. There's fOI l ·tbing ~ore .would out of the~. 
. Wh ., - t 
Surjl. After-.--· 'uluhisfather,-with the knife,­

He ftretch'd him, . d, with one hand on his dagger. 
"Another fpread -on ljS breafr, mounting his eyes. 
He did difcharge horribJe oath; whofe tenour 
Was,-Were he evil u,'d, he would out-go 
H is father, by as much as lI: performance 
Does a:} irrefolute purpofe. 

King. There's his period, 
To fueath his knife in us. He is attach'll; • 
C lJ,Jtim to prefenl tri"l: if he may 

ind mercy in the law, 'ti s his; if none, 
Let him not feek't of liS : By day and night. ' 
tIe's traitor to the height. [Exeunt. 

S C ENE III. 
A Room in the Pafac~ • 

• ~ inter tke Lo~d C hamber/a;n I, and Lord Sands. 
Fham. '::s it po.lIi~le ~ the; fpells of France fuould juggle 

Men 
9 -:- Being my jworn jer"':'''t, &c.] Sir William Bl~mer (Holinlhed 

uti. him B~lmer) was reprimanded by the k ing in the il:ar-chamber. 
(or tQat, being hIS (worn {ervant, he had left rhe kiog's {ervice for the 
cjukE of Buckingham's. Edwards', MSS. S T 1:1: V.ENS 

, -Lord Chamberlain,] Shak{peare hu placed this (eeoc in lSU. 
Chariea EaJ! of Wurcefier WI' then Lord CLimb rlain j but when the-

kine. 



. 30 KIN G HEN R Y VUI • 
'Men into [uch flr;tnge myfteries ~? ~ . 

~a1td!. New cuftoms, . • - ). 
Th,ugh they be never fo ridiculous, 
Na};, let them be unmanly, yet are follow'd. 

Cham. As far as I fee, all the good our Englifh 
Have got by the late voyage, is but merely 
A lit or twp o'the face 3; but they are fhrewd ones; 
For when they hold [hem, you would [wear direttiy, 
Their very nofes had been counfel1ors \ ~ 
To Pepin, or Clotharius, they keep flate lO . 

Sands. They have all new legs, and la~'e ones; one 
would take' t , \ '\ 

That never faw them 4' 'ace before, the fp[.:in, 
A [pringhalt reign'd am .,. them 5. ( 

Cham. Death ! my lord, 
Their doaths are "fter fuch a pa 
That, lure, they have worn out c 
What news, fir Thomas Lovel ! , 
king in faa went in ma(querade to Cardin 

- Sands, who is he .. inttod uced as going thi 
him(elf polfefled that office. MALON E. 

Wo!(ey's h"n(e, Lord 
. wilh the C h"mbeJlairf, 

:t I, if po.f1ible, tbe (pelf s of FranCt jhouldjuggle 
Mtn infO fucb Jlranf[e mylteries?l MyJleries were allegoricolihews, 

which the mummers of thofetimes ~"hibited in odd and fantaltic hab,t, . 
MyJlerifS are ufed, by an eafy figure, for thofe that exhibited n.y/Jeries ; 
an:! the fcnfe is only, that the travelled Englifbman wcre 01/ , moc­
phofed, by f .. reigrP fafbions, into fueh an uncouth appearaLce, that 
they looked like mummers in a myftery. J OH N SON . 

3 .Aft or t'Wo 0' tbe fact;-] A fit of the face (eems to be \\tfu. - = "---
DOW term agrimaCt, an artiiici.1 c.!tofthecounten ance. JOHN.O N. - •• 

Fletcher has more plainly expreffed the fame thought in Tbe EI':er 
Brotber : 

" _ learnt new tongues-
"Tovarybi'faceas(eamen totheircompafs ." STEEVEN., 

4 Tbat never faw Ibe11l - ] Old Copy-Jee 'em. Correaed by Mr. 
Pope. MALONE. . 

5 A fpringhalt rdgn'J a",on~ tbem.] TheJlringbalt, or fp riMgbalt, _ 
(a~ the old copy reads) is a difeafe incident to ho~fts, which gives them 
a eon.allive motion in their paces. So, in MuleaJlts tbe 'rur~, 1610: 

.< -by reafon of a general Jpring-balt and debil ity in their hams." 
A&ain, in Ben Jonfon' sBartbolome'W.Fair: 

" Poorfc ul, /he has had aJlringbalt." S TEEVTl>S . 
Mr. Pope and the fubfequent editora, without any Ilecel1iry; l.think, 

forA fpringhalt, read- And fpringhalt . MA LONl':. ~ 
6 ___ ~UI too,l Old Copy-c:ut to't. Corrected in the fourth folio. 

MA LON!: . 

E'ller 



LNG If E N R Y Vlq. 
El1ter Sir Thomas Lovel. 

Lov: 'Faith, my lord, 

\ 

J hear of r.one, but the new proclamation H 
That's c1app'd upon the court gate. 

Cham. What is't for? O~ Tiff 
Lo'U. The reform:ltion of our travell'd gallants, 

That fill the court with quarrels, talk, and tailors . 
• Cham. 1 am glad; 'tis there; now I would pray 
} monlieurs . 

And never the Louvre. 

Ollf 

To i.hink . an~- glifh courtier may be wife, 

) 

Lo-v. -[He ~uft either tr 
( For fo run.,h~onditions) leav~ lefe remnants 
Of fool, ana feather 'l , t t ~I-.~y got in France. 
V( ith all their honoura~;' '''Points of ignorance 
Pertaining thereunto, . s fights, and fire-works; 
.t\bufmg bette.~.( an they can be, 
Out of a fore~y:!om,) renouncing clean 
The fahh they have in tennis, and tall frockings, 
'hort blifrer' d bree, :~es 8 , and thofe types of travel, 

And underftand ag U1 like honefr men; 
"-.. Or pack to their old play-fellows: there, I take it, 

They may, cum privilegio, wear away 9 

rrh lag eud of their lewdncfs, and be laugh'd at. 

, 

7 _ ave tbofe remnat1" • • 
OJ I alld fc ~ ther,l This does not allude to the {tatber. anciently 

worn ;.1I'1:he hat. and caps of OUI coul1 trymen, (a circum/hnce to which 
/10 ridicule could juflly belong,) but to an cfleminace falb ion recorded 
in G,eene's Farewtllto Folly, J617; from whence it appears that even 
young gentlemen carriedfam of ftatbers in their hands: " - we fir;ve 
to be-counted womanilh, by keeping of beauty, by curling the hair, by 
wtaring plumes of featbe" in our bands, which in wars, our ancefioTS 
wore on their heads." Again, in his gz.ip for on ul'jlart Courtier, 162.0: 
" T hen our young courtier> firove tei exceed onc another in vertue, nOt 
in bravery; they rode not with fann .. to ward their ' faces from the 
",ind, &c." Again, in Li"guD, &c. 1607, Phantaftcs, who i. a male 
chara8er. is equipped with afar, . STEEVENS. 

• 8 - blifier'd b,.ab",] Thu. die old copy, i. e. breeches pufr'd, 
fwell 'd out like b1ij1ers. The modern editors read-boljler'J breechel, 
which has the fa:nemeaning. STEEVENS. 

~n:l" wear o-way-] Old copy-wet away. CorroCled in the fecond 
{o!~ MALOr. E. 

, Sandi. 



~t KIN G II E 1'f R Y VIII. 
Santi;. _'T~ time to give them phyfick f their difea[es r', 

Ar~rown fo t ,atching. 
am. What a 10[s our ladies 

Will ave of thefe trim vanities! 
Lo·v . Ay, marry, 

There will be woe indeed, lords; the fly whorefons 
Have got a [peedil).g trick to lay dowIt ladies; 
A French [eng, and a liddle, has no fellow . . 

Sands . The devil fiddle them! I am glad, they're going r 
(For, Cure, there's no converting of them;) 'lOW 

An honell: country lor , as J am, beaten ~ 
A long time out of pia may bring his plaiR fong. I 
And have an hour of he " '1g; and, bY'r-'ia'd¥; 
Held 'current mufick too. ~ 

• Cham. Well [aid, lord Sands, 'l!" 
Yonr colt s tooth is not call: yet. J!:' 

Sands. No, my lord; • 
Nor /hall not, while I have a ftump. 

Cham., Sir Thomas, . 
Whither were you a going? q ' 

Lo'll. To the cardinal's; 
Your lord/hip is a guell: too. 

Cham. 0, 'tis true~ 
This night he makes a fupper, and a great one, ;; 
To many lords and ladies; there will be ::l 

The beauty of t'his kingdom, I'll aifure you. ~' 
Lo'll. That churchman bears a bounteous mind md!~d, 

A hand as fj'uitful as the land that feeds us; . ---
His dews fall every where. 

Cham. No doubt, he 's noble; 
He had a black mouth, that faid other of him. 

Sands. He may, my lord, he has wherewithal; in him. 
Sparing would /hew a wor[e fin than ill doctrine: 
Men of his way /hould be moll: liberal, . 
They are ret here for examples. 

Cham. True, they are [0 ; 
But few now give [0 great ones. My barge ft~ys ~ ~ 

I My hargt flays ;-1 The (peaker is now in the king'. palace at 
Brid,w,lI, from whicb he is proceeding by water to YorlCviace, 
(Cudinal Wolfe~'1 houfc,) now Whitehall. MALONJ:. · t: 

Vo . 



J{ I N G H: E N it Y VItI. 
"Your lordfli.ip fhall along :-Come, good fir Tic 
We fuall be late elfe; which I would not bf 

~
or I was fpoke to. with fir Henry Guilfor • 

This night to be comptrollers; 
Semds . I am your lordfhip' s. [Exeunt. 

SeE N E IV. 
• • Cfhe Prefena-Chamher in rork-P/ace. 

"I~authoys. ~a/L taMe ulldel' a ft~te for tht Cardillal; 
a /onll.cr Ie for the guejls. Enter at one door, Anne 
Bulle, ··vers Lords, L adfes, and Gelltlew omen. 
asguejl", Ilotherdoor; ellte~ fir Henry GUIL FORD • 

. Guil. Ladies, a gene~ ',~'lcome from his grace 
S;Jutrs you all: This;', ~ ight he dedicates 
To fair content, and, Ju: none here, he hopes. 
In all this noWa/lr • ., 2, has brought with her 
O n'.! care abroad r he would have all as merry 
As f.rfl-good company 3, good wine, good welcome. 
Can make good people.-O, my lord, you are tardy; 

Enter Lord Chamberlai.n, .Lord SAN DS. and Sir Thomas 
LOVELL. 

Th very thought of this fair company 
CI a. 'd w' s to me. 

Cha ou are young, fir Harry Guilf~rd . • 
f ~'lfds . Sir Thomas Lovel, had the cardinal 

But half my lay-thoughts in him, fome of there 
Should filld a running banquet 4 ere they refted~ 

,. _ noble be vy-] Milton has copied this word: 
" A bevy of fIJir dames ." j OKNSON . 

3 As fidl:-good 'ompany,~] In the old copy tbere is a comma after 
the word fi'jJ , for wbi~h Mr. Theobald fubfticuted a hyphen. 

. M ALONE. 
4 _ a running banq'uet- ] feems to have meant a bafly banquet. 

" ~een Margaret and PrineeEdward, (fays Habington in his Hijlory 
of K. Edward IV.) though by the Earle recalled, found their fate and 
the winds fo adverfe, that they could not land in England. to tall:e this 
running banquet to which fortune had invited them." The bafll ban-
1wtt,jlthat was in Lord Sands's thoughts, is too obvious to require ex­
l~tion . M ALONE. 

/" VU.L. VII. D I think~ 
. \ . 



i+ KING HENRY VIlf.. 
1 think w$uld belter pleafe them: By oy life. 
T~ a eet fociety of fair ones. 

L v. 0, th t your lordfhip were but now conferror 
To e or two of thefe ! 

,~ }' 

Sands. I would, I were; 
They fhould find eafy penance. 

Lov . 'Faith, how eafy? 
Sands. As eafy as a down-bed would ~fI--ord it. ' 
Cbam. Sweet ladies, will it pleafe you fit? Sir Harry .,.'" 

Pl ace you that fide, I'll take the charge o').dhis : ~ 
His grace is ent'ring,-Nay, you mull: not f1 ze; 
Two women plac'd t ether makes col4 w , 1:­
My lord Sands, you ar • ~ne will keep the " t. i ;lng ; 
Pray, fit between thefe la " ( 

Sands. By my faith, , • 
And thank you lordfhip.-By you);' kave , fwep.t ladies : 

[feats himfel/ bet'Lucen Anne L lien and a1.1otbel· lady. 
If I chance to talk a little wild, forgtv 1 
I had it from my father. 

Anne. Was he mad, fi r ? 
Sands. 0, very mad, exceeding mad, in love ~oo: 

But he wou}q bite none; jull: as 1 do now, 
He would kifs you twenty with a breath. 

Cham. Well faid, my lord.­
So, now you are fairly feated :-Gentleme'!l , 
The penance lies on you, if thefe fair ladies 
P afs away frowning 

Sands. For my little cure, 
Let me alone. 

• Hautboys. Enter Cardinal WOLSEY, attended; alld faRlS 
his Jiate. 

Wol. You are welcome, my fair guefl:s; that noble lady, 
Or gentleman, that is not freely merrr, 
Is not my friend: This, to confirm my we!come; 
And to you all good health. (drinks. 

Sands. Your grace is noble :-
Let me have fuch a bowl may hold my thanks. 
And fave me fo much talking. 

Wol. My lord Sands, 
S 

..... 



KING HENRY 
• I ani beholding to you; cheer your Jleighbo:;;U;;;.l'"""",<t:_'" 

Ladies, you arc not merry ;-Gentlemen 
Whore fault is this? 

Sands. The red wine firll: mu(t rife 
In their fair cheeks, my lord; then we !hall have them 

·Talk us to £lIenee. 
AnlIe. You are a merry gameller, 

, y lord Sands. 
~ Sands. Ye if! make my play5. 

Here's to II r ladylhip; and pledge it, madam •. 
For 'to t lch a thing,- ., 

An",r • ~not !hew me . 
• Sands. told your grace, th ..ty would talk ar1on. 

[Drum and trum(J;J-' !vJithin: cham!mos difcharged 5• 

Wof. What's that? 
Cham. Look out t ·.ere, fome ofyuu. [Exit a Servant~ 
Wof. Wh~IirJ{e voice? 

And t o what end'is this ?-Nay, ladies, fear not; 
By all the laws of war you are privileg'd. 

'R e-enter Servant. 
Cham. How now? what is't? 
Servo A noble troop of {!:rangers; 

F fo they reern : they have left their barge 7 , and l:tnded; 
An hith ake, as great ambalfadors 
Fro . gn princes. 

's :"ijlm:zke my play .1 i. e. ifI nuke my party. STUV ENS. 
6 _ chamber. difcharged. ] A (I,amber is a gun whit ftands erect 0 11, 

its breech. Such are ufed only on otcafions of rejoicing, anti are Co 
contrived as to carry great charges, and thereby to l"(I.ke. noife more 
than proportioned to their bulk. T hey are call ed cbambers bec.ufe 
they are mere cham!u " to lodge powder; a chamber being the technical 
term for that cavity in a piece of ordnance which contains the com­
buft ibles. So,,\e of them are ftill fired in the Park, and at the places 
oppofite to the parliament.houfe, whe" the king goes thither. Camdell 
enumerates them among other guns, as follows : ....... « cannons, demi. 
canlloris, cbambers, arquebufque, muCquet." Again, in A Ntw 'Trick 
to cheat tbe D ev il, 1636: 

.. - I ftill think 0' the Tower.ordnance, 
" Or of the peal of chambtrs, that' s ftilllir'd 

". " When my lord mayor tokes his barge." STEE VENS. 
,.I 'They have/ift their barge,] See p. 3z, n. lo M.'oI.ON E • 

. ( • D z . WDI. 

I 



1U N G HEN R Y VIrI. ~ 
.... ~~~r~ lord chamberlain, r

C

' " 

Go, lve thermwelcome, you canfpeak the French tongue: , 
An pray, receive them nobly, and conduCt them 
Into our prefence, where this heaven ofbeaut-y 
Shall !hine at full upon them :-Some attend him.­

[Exit Chamberlain, attendd. Afl ar~fe, and 
taMn remo'Ved, j 

You have DOW a broken banquet; but we'll mend it. (~ 
A good digeftion to you all: a,nd, once m~ , I ' 

I !hower a welcome on you ;-Welcome all. 
Hauthoys. Ellter the Ki~$' and twe/'Ve others, J.!Je f s i, 

habiteil like Shepherds -.with Jixtetn tore , ' ;.;fJ.' ; ujJm" d I 
hy the Lord Chamber/at 'They paft direllIJ bif6re the 
Cardinal, and gracefully Ja'/tt'k,,1;im. 

A noble company ! ,What are their rleafures? 
Cham. Becaufe they fpeak no Eng.!inl, thus they pray'd 

To tell your grace ;-That, having he~ fame ' 
Of this fo noble and fo fair afi'embly • 
This night to meet here, they could do no lefs, 
Out of the great refpeCt they bear to beauty, 
But leave their Hocks; and, under your fair conditC'!. 
Crave leave to view thefe ladies, and entreat ' J­
An hour of revels with them. 

Wof. Say, lord chamberlain, h . 

They have d.oneomy poor hou[e grace; for w~icJ . ,T ~ (nem 
A thoufand thanks. and pray them take th~lr plealurJ:s. 
[Ladies eho.fmfor the dan ce. 'The K ing Ghoofts Anne Bullen. 

8 Enter tbe king, and (we/'fIt otbtr;, as ",afters,] For an attount of th i, 
mafque fee H olin O>ed, V ol. II. p. 921. ST EEVENS. 

The attount of this mafq ue was fi rll give n by Cavendilh, in hi s Lift 
Df W olfey, which was wrrtten in the time of <li!ecn Mary; from which 
Stowe and 'Holinlhed copied it. CavendiOt'was himfelfpreCent. Before die 
king &c , began to dance, they requelled leave (fays Cavendi'lh,) to ac­
company the ladies at mumcbance. Leave being granted, ., therl Went tlie 
maCquers, and /irll Caluted all the dames , and then returned to tne moll: 
worthiell, and then opened the great cup of gold filfed with crownes, . 
and other pieces to call at.-Thus peruting all the gentlewomen, of 
fome they wonne, and to (ome they loll: . And having view~d all tlie 
l adies they re~urned to the Cardinal with great rev tence, pouri n!; 
downe all their gold, which was above two hund red crowne.. ~ all, 
quoth the Cardinal, and calling the die, he wonne it; whereat .... was 

, m ade great joy." Lift of Wolfe), p. n. edit. 1641. MALO N &. , -

King. 
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King. The f4ireil hal\d rever touch'd! 0, l~illty, 
Till now I never knew thee. (~;Pcj:-- 1fince'. 

Waf. My lord,- ; 
Cham. Your grace? ' 
Wof. Pray, tell them thus much from me: 

There !hould be one amongft them, by his perfl}n, 
More worthy this place than myfelf; to whom, 

• f I but knew him, with my love and duty 
~"'.i! ouldfurre rit. 

, Cham . I 11, my lord. 
(Cham. gocs to the ,company , andreturns. 

,.,......~~/;; they? 
Cham.' ch a one, they all r Jnfefs, 

'"')~ There is, indeed; which thq would have your grace 
Find out, and he will take it 9. , 

I ' 

Wol: Let me fee then.- [cornu from his flate. 
By all your g~aves, gentlemen ;-Here I'll make 
My r~yal choice. 

King. You have found him, cardinalI; [unmafti"! • 
. Y,:m hold a fair aJTembly; you do well, lord: 
You are a churchman, or, I'll tell you, cardin,al, 

fhouldjudge now unhappily", 
Wol. J am glad, 

r grace is grown fo pleafant. 
, ord chamberlain, 

come hither; What fair lady's'that? 
An't pleafe your grace, fir Thomas Bullen'lI 
daughter, 

The Vi4;Ount Rochford, one of her highn.efs' women. 
, King. ~y heaven, !he is a dainty one.-Sweet heart, 

9 _ take it. J That iI, take the chief place. JOHNSON. 
J r ou have found him, cardinll! :] HolinOled fays the cardinal mir4 

took, and pi tched upon fir Edward N eville ; upon which the king 
only laughed. and pulled oli' both his own malk and fir Edward's. Ed­
ward's M SS. ST E E VE N S. 

, ~ - unbappily.] That is, unluckily . mifcbi,,,,oujly. JOH N sOff . 
So, in A mtrye JejI of a Man called Howl,gla., bl. I. no date : 

" -" in fuch mann .. colde he cloke and hyde his IInbappintJfe and 
fal f Ife." STE!: VE NS. ' 

ee Vol. 'II. p. 1.34. n. 1.. M Ar.oNE. 
D 3 I were 



HEN R Y VUI, 
nnerly, to take you out, 

.,...,WJtI."'""~'::. you 3._A health, gentlemen, 
Let go roun . 

. Sir Thomas ~ovel, is the banquet ready 
l' the privy chamber 1 , 

Lov. Yes, my lord. 

I 

I 
/ Wof. Your grace, 

I fear, with dancing is a little heated *. 
K ing. I fear, too much. 
TYo'~ There's frellier air~ my lord, 

In the next chamber. 

.! 
King. Lead in your'ildies, everyone. S J!.tner. 

I mull: not yet forfake yo~Let's be men ' ; -1 
Good my lord cardinal, I have half a dozen healths 
To drink to thefe fair ladies , anti a mea[ure 
To lead them once again; and then let's dream 
Who's beft in favour.-Let the mufic};:, ock it I ' . 

. [Exeunt, wiih trumPets, 

3 I 'Wert unmannerly, to lake you out, • 
And not to Ai!s you. ] A kifs was anciently the elhbli/hed fee of a 

lady's partner. So, in A Dialogue bet,uun Cujlom and Veritie, ClIncern­
ing Ibe Ufe and Abufnif Dauncing and Minftreljie, bl. I. no date. "1m 
printed at London, at the long /hop adjoining unto faint Mildred's cl!.ur/" 
in the Pultrie, by John Allde." 

" But fome reply, what foole would daunce, , I 
" If ~haf wl:>en daunce is doon, ", /.: " 

.. He may not h ave at ladyes lips V ' 
.. Tha~ which in daunce he woon?" STEEVENS. 

See Vol. I. p. z6, n. I. MALONE • 
... - ,,'ittle beated.] The king on being difcovered and defired by 

Wolfey to take his place, raid that he would" firft go and /hift him: 
and, thereupon went into the Cardinal's bedchamber, where was a 
great fire prepared for him, ~nd there he new appareled himfelfe wi th 
rich and princely garments. And in the kins's abrence the di/hes of 
the banquet were c1eane taken away, and the t abfes covered with new 
and perfumed c1othes.-Then the king took his feat under the doath 
of eftate, commanding every perfon to lit ftill as before; and then 
came in a new banquet before his majellie of t.uo bundred dijhes, and 
fo they patred. the n ight in banqueting and dancing untill morning." 
f::avendi/h's Life of Wolfe]. MALONE • 

.. !At tbe mujick knock it.1 So, in Antonio and Mel/ida, P. I. 1602. i 
" Flo. · Faith, the fong will feem to come oft' bardly. , 
" Cat%. Troth , not a whit, if yeu feem to come oft' quickr~ 
~ , F"' . Peft CatJo, ~npck it then." STEEVENS. " 

ACT \ 



I KIN G HEN R Y VIII. 

ACT II. S C ENE \ 
A Strut. 

Enter two Gentlemell, lIteeting. 

J. Gen. Whither away fo faft? 
...... z.-Gen. O,-God fave you! 

"- ~ven to the hall, to hear what iliall become 
\.'" ~ f the great d e of Buckingham. 
t \ I. Gen. I'J fave you 

Thit lou' fir. All's now done, but the ceremony 
.Ofb . . . ~ a~ the prifoner. !I 

z. Gell. . ere you there l ,,11 

I. Gen. es, indeed, was I. 
z. Gen. Pray, fpeak, what has happen'd? 
J . Gen. You may guefs quickly what. 
2. Gen . Is he found guilty? 
J. Gen. Yes~riily, is he, and condemn'd lipan it. 
z . (;en. I am forry for't. 
I. Gen. So are a number more. 
2 . Gen. But, pray, how pafs'd it? 
1. Gen. I'll teJl you in a little. The great duke 
me to the bar; where, to his accufations, 

leaded .l\:ill, not guilty, ana allec,lg'd 
M a iliar arons to defeat the law. 
Tht;' attorney, on the contrary, • • 
U rg'd n the examinations, proofs, confeffions 
Of divers witnelfes; which the duke defu'd 
To him brought, vi".Ja voce, to his faGe: 
At which appear'd againft him, his furveyor; 
Sir Gilbert Peck his chancellor; and John Court, 
Confelfor to him; with that devil-monk, 
H opkins, that made this mifchief. 

2 . Gen. That was he, 
That fed him with his prophecies? 

I. Gen . The famt:, 
Au there accus'd him ftrongly; which he fain 
Would have flung from him, but, indeed, he cOl,lld not: 
~ fo his peers, upon thi5 evidence, 

.;/ . V< fmd hi", g"ilty ofhif~ t"'f'~. l4"b H. 



. ~o KING HENRY VIII • 
H e fpok~. ;md le:;rn~d l y, for life; but a:l 
Was eit~itied in hIm, or forgotten S; 

2.( Gen. After all this, how did he bear himfelf? 
I., Gen . When he was brought ~gain IiO the bar,-to he~~ 

His knell rung out, his judgment,-he was ftirr'd 
With [uch an agony, he fweat extremely 6, 

And fomething fpoke in choler, ill, and hafty; 
But he fell to himfelf again, and, fweedy, 
In all the reft lliew'd a moft noble patienc~. 

2. Gen. I do not think, he fears death. . 
1 . {Jen. Sure, he does not, 

He never was fa wom!l!illi; the caufe 
He maya little grieve \.t. 

2. Giln. Certainly, 
The' cardinal is the end of this.' 

1. Gen. 'Tis likeiy, 
By all conjectures : Firft, Kildare's attainder., 
Then depu~y ofIreland; who remov'd, . 
Earl Surrey' was fent thitller, and in hafte too, 
Left he Ihould help his father. ' 

2. Gen. That trick of ftate ' 
Was a deep envious one. 

I. Gen. At his return, 
No doubt, he will requite it. This is noted~ 
And generally; whoever the king favours, .. 
The cardin?! inll:antly will find employment. ./: 
And far enough from court too. 

2. Gen. All the commons 

\ 

, I 
'f 

/ " 

Hate him pe'rnicioufly, and, 0' my confcience, 
Willi him ten fathom deep: this dllke as much 
They love and dote on; call him, bounteous Buckingham~ 
The mirrQur of all courtefy ;-

1. Gen . Stay there, fir, 
And f~e the noble ruin'd man you [peak of. 

5 Wa, tith" pit itd in hi'll, or forgotun.] Either produ~ed flO efrea, or 
produced only inefi'eaua1I'ity. MAL ONJ:. 

6 _ lit /'uJtat ~"trtmt{y,J Thi s circumfianfe is taken from Holil\­
the. !-" Af~er he was tound guilty, the duke was brought to the baf. 
(ore~cha6ng, and jWtllt m.r'IJ~lolljlJ'" STJ:J:VJ:!,~. 

". 

\ 

\ 
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I=nter B U C KIN G HAM f rom his arraignmellt; ~ipJ1a'lJ6S 
hefore him, the a,,;c 'With the edge t fJowards him,; h,:lherdr 
Dn each fide: 'Witl?,him, Sir Thoinas Lov E L, Szr Nlcholas 
V A U x, Sir William SAN D S 1, and {ommon peopit . 
z. Gen. Let's f!:and clofe, and behold him. ' 
Buck. All good people, 

, \0 ~u that thus far have come to pity me, 
ear what I fay, and then go' home and lofe me. 

Even as .: ~ls, if I be nut fi ithful ! . 

\''''1 '. ave thi~da eceiv'd a traitor's judgment, 
t\\~y that • me muf!: die; Yet, heaven bear witnefs, 

A c! • f . a confcience, let it f\llk me, 

, The law J ear no malice for my death, "I ~ It has done, upon the premifes, but juf!:ice ~ 
But thofe, that fought it, I could wilh more chriftians: 
Be what they will, I heartily forgive them: 
Yet let them loMe they glory not in mifchief, 
Nor b1.tild their evils 8 on the graves of great men; 
For then my guiltlefs blood muf!: cry againf!: them. 
i< or ~further life in this world I ne' c'r hopc, 
N r will i fuc, although the king have mercies 

ore than I dare make fau lts . You few that lov'd me p. 

A dare be bold to weep for Buckingham, 
Hi oble frie ds, and fellows, whom to leave 
Is on J .. .e-a 0 him, ol'\ly dying, • 

,~o WIt.- e, like good angels, to my end; 

.7 Sir William Sands,] The old copy reads- Sir "ralter• Sn:!:v. 

j 

The corre8ion is jull:ified by Holinlhed's Chronicle, in which it 
is faid, that Sir Nicholas Vaux, and Sir William Sands received Buck­
ingham at the Temple, and accompanied him to the Tower. Sir W. 
Sands was at tl)is time, (M.y 1521,) only a baronet, not being created 
J..ord Sands till April 27, 15207. Shakfpeare probably did not know 
that he was the fame perCon whom he has already in troduced with 
~at t itle. He fell into. the error by placing the king's vilit to Wolfey, 
(at whlch time Sir William was Lord ,Sands,) and Buckingham" COIl­
demnatiop in the Came yeat; whereas that vilit was made fome years 
afterwards . MAL ON E . 

' . • N or buiZd tb,ir evils - J The word ,viI appears to have been fome­
~lInes u(ed i~ our author's time in the fenfe of I.ri(a. See Vol. II. 
P·44, 'l.1. MALO:-U: . 
. 9 - r.u l ew that l.v'J mr, &c.] Thefe lines are remarkably tender 
,~d pathetick. JOHl'ISON . 

And 
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, .f~ KIN G HEN R V 'VIII. 
And, a~hc long divorce of freel fall s on me, 
Make of your prayers one {weet (acrifice. 
And lift my foul to heaven.-Lead on, o'God's l)aml .. 

L o'U . 1 do be{eech your grace, for Cl~arity, 
Jf ever any malice in your heart • 
W ere hid againft me, now to forgive me frankly, 

B uck . Sir T homas Lovel, 1 as free fo:-give ,you. ,,"' I 
A s 1 ,,yould be forgiven: I forgive a1l; / " 
There cannot be thofe numberlefs offence ) " 
' Gainil me, that I can't take peace with: 10 black en -;·t!t l 
Shall make my grave;. J .-Commend me to ;~ W-ac{". (\ 
And, if he fpeak of B~kingham, pray t eJ ~. 
You met him half in heaven : my vows an ,'ayers I 

Yet are the king's; and, till my foul for{ake m.e to . 
, 

Shall cry for bleffings on him: May he Ii v~ 
Longer than 1 have time to tell his years! 
;Ever belov'd, and loving , may his ruleJ?e! 
And, when old time fh all lead him to hIS end. 
Goodnefs and he fill up one monument! • 

Lo'U. To the water fide I muil conduCt your grace; 
Then give my charge up to fir Nich,ola$ Vaux, 
Who undertakes you to your end,. 

raux. Prepare there, 
T he duke is coming: fee, the barge be ready; 

' -l.:t.u,..I 
I _ no Mack ,g",y' • /' 

::"bal/ make my gravc.-] Shakfpeare, by this exp~.J1on, meant 
no more than to make the duke fay, No aBion ' ''prcjJi",e of ma­
lice jhall conclude m)' lift. Envy by our author is ufed for malice . nd 
hatred in other places, and, perhaps, in this. Again, in the ancient 
metrical romance of Syr E e'Vi. of Hampton, bl. I. no date; 

" They drewe theyr (wordes haftely, 
,t And fmot together with great envy," 

And Barrett, in his Alvearie, or ~odr.ple Di8iorzarJ, 1580, thus in. 
terprets it. ST £l',VENS. 

Envy is frequently ufed in this fenfe by our author nnd his contem­
poraries. See Vol.lII. p. 73, n.:>.; and p. 1J6, I. 9' I have therefore no 
doubt that Mr. Stecvens's expolition is rig ht. Dr. Warburton reads 
mark my grave; and in fuppoTt of the emendation it may be obferved that 
the fame error has happened in K. Henry Y. ; or at Ie aft th.t all the edi. 
tors h ave fuppofed fo, having there adopted a limilar correCtion. Sec 
Vol .. V. p. 487, n. 6. MAL ONE . 

- - f orJahe me,] The latter wora was added by Mr. Rowe. MALONE. 
, Ahd 

\ 
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KING HENRY 

,hTlll fit it with fuch furniture, as fuits 
The greatnefs of his penon. 

VPl. 

Buck. Nay, Ir Nicholas, 
Let it alone; my ftate now will but Illork me. 
When I cante hither, I was lord high conl1:ablc, . 
And duke of Buckingham; now, poor Edward Bohun s; 

\ . e I am richer than my bafe accllfers, 
'I " at never knew what trpth meant: I now feal it 3 ; 

.... I\U with that bl~od, will make them one day groan for'~, 
. JL,->ble fath e., Henry of Buckingham, 
Jolt at~ head a~ainft ufurpin~Richard, 

flying . loulllJllto hIS fervant Bamfter, 
J , Being diltre~ a, was by that wretch betray'd, 

I And without tri"l fell; God's peace be with hi~ t 
Henry the feventh fucceeding, truly pitying 
My tather's lofs, like a moil royal prince, 
.Rcfror'd me to m,..honours, and, out of ruins, 
M ade m;r name once more noble. Now his font 
Henry the eighth, life, honour, name, and all 
That made me happy, at one ll:roke has taken 
Fo ver from the world . I had my trial, 

, mull: needs fay, a noblt one; which makes me 
Ie happier than my wretched father: 

~ - t r Ed~' Bohun : 1 The duke of Buckineha~s name wal 
Staffo rd: .. J eH e wasled into the miftake by Holinilled. STEI: VI: N s. 

T hi s is nO an expreffion thrown nut at random, or by miJbke, but 
one ft rongly ma rked with h ifiorical propriety. The name of the duke 
of BucKingham m oft generally known, was Stafford; but d,c Sift. of 
R emar"ahlt 'Trials, 8vo. 171 5,1" 1]0, fays: " it feems he afieCled that 
furname [ of Bobu. ] before that of Srafford, he beint defcendcd from 
t he B obuns, earl .. of Hereford." His re afon for this might be, bec~ufe 
he was lord high con/table of England by inheritance of tenure from 
the B.bu.,; and as the poet has taken partIcular notice of his great 
offi ce , does it not feem probable that he had fully confidered of the 
duke's found ati un for a/fumi ng the name of B obu1l!' In truth, the 
duke's name was BAGUT; for a ge ntleman of th at v<ry ancient famil y 
married the heirefs of the barony of Stafiord, and their fon reli nqu iih_ 
ing his paternal furname, afl'"med that of his mother, wh ich continued 
in his pofierity. TOLLET. 

Of all this probably ShaHpeare knew nothing. MAL ON E. 

1:- 1'110'10 !.~alit; &c.] I now feal my truth, my lOYAlty, with blood, 
wh~ch blood all one day make them groan. JOHNSON, 

Yet 

. 
r 



K~NG HENRY VIlI, 
Yet thu5 far we are one in fortunes,-Both 
Fell by our fervants, by thofe men we lCtv 'd moll:; 
A mofl: unnatural and fa ithl ef.~ fervice ! 
B eaven has all end in all: Yet, you that hear me. 
This from a dying man receive as certain: 
W~erc you are liberal of your loves, and counfels, 
Il e f\l rc, you be not loofe; fo r tho(e you make friends,.. , 
A nd give :your h!!ar!S tp, when they once pl!rceive 
The leafr rub in your fortunes, fall awax. .. 
Like water from ye, never found again \ ~', -; 
But where they mean to fi nk ye o All goo~eo .1e~i .' , 
Pray for me! I mua now forlake ye; <:le ""'-~ 
Of my long weary life is come upon me, ". . 
Farewcl: ' 
And when you would fay fame thing that is fad"', 
Speak how I fi:ll.-I have done ; and God forgive me! 

[Exeunt Bu C K I N G H A M a1/d'Train, 
1. Gm . 0, this is full of pity !- Sir, it calls, 

J fear, too ma,ny curfes on their headsl . 

That were the ~llthors. 
Z. Grn . If the d'uke be guiltlefs, 

'Tis full of woe : yet J can give you inkling 
Of an enfuing evil, if it fall, 
Greater [hall this. 

I. Gell. Good angels kel!p it from us! 
What maf it 'be ? YOll do not doubt my fal t 

2. Gen. This fecret is fa weighty, 'twill reqUIre 
A ftrong fai d. S to conceal it. 

I. Gm . Let me have it; 
I do not talk much. 

I . Gm . I am co~iidc;nt ; 
You /haU, fir: Did you not oflate days heaT 
A buzzing, of a feparation 
~etween the king and Catharine l 

~. Gel:. Yes, but it held not: 

I 

.. A nd !When y ou 'Would jlly j ."whing that i. farl, &c.] 50, in K. 
Richard II : 

" Tell thou the Jamentable taJe of me, 
" And fend the hearers weeping to their beds. STItEV£NS. 

S Stro"gfaitb-] iB great fidelity. JOHNSON. 

for 

. . 

, . ' ) 
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.j{ i N G HEN R Y ViI!', 
• Fer·wh'en the king once heard it, out of anger 

\ He fent command to tht lord mayor, ftraight 
To fiop the rumour, and allay thofe tongues 
That durfi difperfe it. 

:1 Gm, But that flander , fir, 
', . I~found a truth now: for it grows again 

rether than e'er it was: and held for certain, 
\.., , e king will venture at it. Either'the cardinal, 

.~ orne about hlin near, have, out of malice 
-...: :. good queen, poffefs'd him \~ith a fcruple 

Thh . o:'n10 her: To confirm thlS t.o, 
C ardina l L. . "'\pe~ is arriv'd, and lately; 
As all think , for this buftnefs . 

I I Gen . 'Tis t11e cardinal; 
And meerly to revenge him on the emperor, 
For not befiowing.on him, at his aiking, 
'The archbi{hoprick of Toledo, thi s is purpos'd. 

:z G~nt I think, you have hit the mark; But is't ndt 
• cruel, 

That {he {hould feel the fmart of this 1 The cardinal 
Wi have hi s will, and {he mufi fall. 

\. Gen. 'Tis woeful. 
We re too open here to argue this; 
Let's hink in ~ivate more. (Exelll#l, 

seE N E n. • 

All Antechamber in the Palace. 

ElltIY the Lord Chamberlain, reading a letttt'. 

Cham. My lord,-CJ'he hor/es your lord.Jhip Jenl for, with 
all the care I had, I jaw well cho/m, ridd~n, and /u,·ni.Jhed. 
'1 hey 'Were y oung, and handJome ; af/d of I he beft breed in the 
nor/h . ''''ben they were ready to Jet out for London, a ma" 
of my lord cardinal's, by commijJion, and main power, tooi: 
'em fi'om me; with this reajOn,-His maJler would be 
fir'lJed before a/ubjell, ifnot beforetheking: which Jlopp' d 
our mouths,jir. 

I fear, he will, inclet>d: WeIl, let him have them; 
He, will have all, I think. 

Ellier 



, 
KiNG HENRY Vilt. 

Enter the Dukes if NORFoLK, and SUl'FOLJi:.i 

Nor. Well met, my lord chamberlain, 
Cham. Good day to both your graces. 
Suf. How is the kin~ employ'd? 
Cham. I left him pnvate, . .. 

Full of fad thoughts and troubles. - / ' 
Nor. What's the caufe? I' 

Cham. It feems, the marriage with has brolher's wl~ , 
Has crept too near his confcience. ,/'..1'1 

Suf· No, his c01'\.fcience ..I ' 
Has crept too near another lady. L~ 

Nor. 'Tis fo; ..., 
This is the cardinal's doing, the king-cardinal: 
That blind prieft, like the eldel!: fon of fortune, 
Turns what he lifts 6. The king will know him one day. 

Suf. Pray God, he do! he'll never know himfelf elfe. 
l NOI·. How holily he works in all his bufinefs !, 
And with what zeal! For, now he has crack'd the'league 
Between us and tile emperor, the queen's great nephew', 
He dives into the king's foul ; and there fcauers 
Dangers, doubts, wringing of the confcience, \. 
Fears, and defpairs, and all thefe for his marrilge: 
And, out of all thefe to reftore the king, 
He counfels \ divorce: a 10fs of her, 
That, like a jewel, has hung twenty years 

" About his neck, yet never loft her luftre ; 
Of her, that loves him with that excellence 
That angels love good men with; even of het, 
That, when the greateft ftroke of fortune falls, 
Will blefs the king: And is not this courfe pious? . 

Cham. Heaven keep me from fuch counfel! 'Tis moft 
true, 

Thefe news are every where; every tongue fpeaks them, 
And every true heart weeps for ' t; All, that dare 

1\ _ Iijls._] Old Copy-lijI. Corretled by Sir Thomas Hanmer. 
MALON.£. 

7 'That, like a jewel, bas bung tflJ<ntJ year!, &c.] Sc; V"I. IV. p. ~o, 
no 7' MALOlCl. 

Look 

, I 

" " 

( 
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KIN G g E N R Y V11I. 
LQok into thefe affairs, fee this main end 8,_ 
'the French king's filler 9, Heaven will one day open 
The king' s eyes, that fo long have flept upon 
This bold bad man, 

SlIf. And free us from his Davery, 
NOl', We had need pray, 
.A heartily, for our deliverance; 

\, r this imperious man will work us all 
'F m prince, intI) pages I: all men' s honoll t9 

liL ike one lump before him, [Q be fal11ion'd 
n!\>' hat pitch he pleafe", • 

Srif. ~ me, ~ lords, 
I love him nQr; nor fear him; there's my creed: 
As I am made without him, fo I'll fiand, 

/ If the king pleafe; his curfes and his bleffi ngs 
Touch me alike, they are breath I not believe in. 
I knew him, and 1 know him; fo I leave him 
To him, that made him proud, the pope, 

NOI·. 'tet's in ; 
And with fome other bulinefs, put the king 
Fro thefe fad thoughts, that work too much uponnim :_ 
M' ord, you'll be.:r us company? 

'.ha11l. Excufe me; 
Theic.ing hath fent me other-where; befides, 

.<:: ." 
8 _ ftt\bh iiain end,l Thus the old copy. AII:

1
&c. p~rceive tbi. 

main end 01 thefo counfe!s, namely, the French ki ng's lifter . The 
"ditor of the fou rth folio and all the fu bfeq uen t editors read-hi, ; 
but y' or thi, were not likely to be confounded wi h !.-i. . Belides, the 
king, not Wolfey, is the perfon laft mentioned; and it Was d.c main 
end or object of W olfey to bring about a marriage between Henry and 
the French king's lifter. End h as already been ufed for ca.ft, aDd may 
be fo here, See p. 40: "The cardinal is the end of this." MALONE, 

9 The French king·,jiJler.] i.e. the 'duchefs of Alen~on. STU ", ' 
J F,om p,ince, into pages:] This may allude to the retinue of the car­

dinal, who had feveral of the nobility ~mong his menial fenanu. ] UR N •• 

~ 1nto what pitch he pleaft.] The mafs muft be falhioned into pire" 
or height, as well as into particular fo rm. The meaning is, that the 
cardinal can, as he pleafes, make high or low. J OHIISON. 

The aHulion feems to be to the 21ft· verfe of the 9th chapter of [he 
Epiftle of St. Paul to the Romans: " H ath not the potter power over 
the clay of the fame lump, to make ont veaH unto honour, and an­
.ther unto diilionour?" COLLINS. 

You'D 
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:KING HENRY ViII. 
.[ 

You'll find a moft unfit time to difturb him ~ " 
Health to your lordiliips. 

Nor. Thanks, my good lord chamberlain. 
[Exi~ Lord Chamberlairr; 

Norfolk OpP/25 aloiding-door. Cf'be king is difco'llcredftttillg; 
and reading pcnftvely 3 . _~.--r 

Sui. How fad he' looks ! fure, he is much ~mia:ed. J;;F'" 
King. Who's there r ha? } ' 
Nor . 'Pray God, he be not angry; /~foi. ' 
King . Who's thq,e, I fay r How dare you thruft)7<'Ur:"\ 

felves """ • 
Into my private meditations 1 
Who am Ir har 

Nor. A gracious king, that pardons a:1l offences 
. M alice ne'er meant: our breach of duty, this way, 

Is hufinefs of eft ate ; in which, we come 
To know your royal pleafure. • 

King. You are too bold; 
Go to; I'll make ye know your times of bufinefs: 1 

J5 this an hour for temporal affairs r ha?- \ , 

E1lter WOLs'EY, and CAMPEIUS. \ 

Who's there! my good lord cardinal ?-O my WCJifef, 

3 The Ih ;le.d'rettion in the old copy is", lingular "e. ~xit LDrd 
Cbambtrlain, and tbe King drawl tbe curtain, and jill re ,'g ptnjivety . 

S TEEVENS. 

This ftage ,direttion was calculated for, and afcertains precifcly the 
ftate of, the theatre in Shak Cpeare's time. When a perC on was , 0 be 
d ifcovered in a different apartment from that in which the ori!,inal 
fpeakers in the Ccene are exhibited , the artlefs mode of our author' . 
t ime, was to place Cuch perfon in the back part of the /lage behind the 
curtains, which were occalionally Cofpended acrofs it. Thefe the per­
{Oil, who was to be diCcovered, (as Henry, in the prefent cafe,) drew 
backjufr at the proper time. Mr. Rowe, who Ceems to h aye Jooke<1 
no further than the modern frage, changed the direaion thus: "The 
fcene o/,tn" and diJcDvers tbe king," &c. but, betide. the impropriety of in­
troducing {cenes, when there were none , Cuch an exhibition would not 
be proper h ere, for Norfolk has jult faid-" Let's in,"-and therefor .. 
Ihou ld hinifelf do Come aa, in order to vitit the king. This indeeef, 
in the limple frate of the old {tage, was not atr"ldcd to; the king 
~ery civilly difcovering himfelf. See An A,·collnt if Ollr old 'Tbeatres, 
rot. I. M.u,oN E. 

The 
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KIN G HEN R Y VIII. i9 

1he quiet of my wounded confcience, 
hou art a cure lit for a king. - You'r.e welcome, 

[\f'o Campeiu5. 
Moil learned reverend fir, intI) our kingdom; 
V[e us, and it :- My good lord, have great care 
I be not found a talker.... ['7'CI Wolfey. 

'\ If/ol: Sir, you canDot. 
I would, your grace would give us but an hour 
. f private conference. 

,e ' ing. We are bufy; go. [0/'0 Norf. and sur. 
~ • ~."r . This priefr has no pride in pim r 1 

s" . ,Not to [teak of; : 
I would not be fo fi<k 5. though, for his place: ~ 
But this cannot continue. Ali" 

/ N or. If it do, e. 
I'll venture one have at him . : 

Suf. I another. [Exwnt NOR. and SU F. j 
Wol. Your grace has gi ven a precedent of wifdom 

Above ~11 princes, in committing freely 
Yo [cruple to the voice of Chrifrendom : 
WI can be angry now? what envy 'reach you? 

...... -.... ____ Spaniard, ty'd by blood and favour to her, 
f 1. a now confe{:~ , if they have any goodnc[s, 
The trial juft and noble. All the clerks, 
J nrean, the le~rned ones, in chri!l:ian king,doms, 
IIave their free voices' .. ; Rome, the nurfe of j l1dgment, 
Invited by your noble [elf, h3.th rent 
One general ~ongue unto us, this guod rnan, 
This jufl: and learned priea, cardinal Cam pelU&; 
Whom, once more) 1 prefent unto your highncfs. 

Killg . And,once more, in mine arms Ibidhim welcome, 
,And thank the holy conclave for their loves; 
They have rent me Cuch a man I would have wilh'd for. 

1 
4 _ bave great cart 

I be "at found fJ talker. ] I take the meaning to be, Lu cart bl 
Id." tbat my prom;!e be ptrformed, tbat my proftffion. of "",/come bt "at 
found empty lalk . J OHNSON. • 

5 - fojick _ ] T hat is./ojick as he i. proud. J OHNSON • • 

• Have IbZ;r free v O;Cts ;J The conftrulHon is, have font theu free 
"oi~es; the word ftnt , which occura in the next line, being underfiood 
bere. MALONE . ' 

VO L. VII. .. B Cam. 
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50 KING HEN It Y VIII: 
Cam. Your grace mull: needs de[erve allll:rangers' love;-

You are [0 noble: To your highne[s' hand ' 
I tender my commiffion; by whofe vir ,ue, \ 
(The court of Rome c~~mand~ng,)-you.' my lord 
Cardinal of York, are Jom'd wah me thelf [ervant, 
In the unparti al judging of this bufinefs. I 

K illg. Two equal men. The queen Iball be acquainte~;:; , 
Forthwith, for what you c.ome :-Where's Gardiner!h 

Waf. I know, your majell:y has always lov'd htr " 
So dear in heart, not to deny her that ,;--
A woman of lefs plaCE might afk by law, ,; .. \. 
Scholars, allow'd freCIy to argue for her. . ----

King . Ay, and the J;>ell:, ~e !hall have ; and my favour. 
To him that does bell:; God forbid elfe. Cardinal, 
Pr'ythee, call Gardiner to me, my new fecretary; 
I find him a fit fellow. [Exit WOLSEY~ 

Re-mter WOl.SEY, 'With GARDI NER. 

Waf. Give me your hand: much joy and favour to you; 

, , 

J 

You are the king's now. ; 
Gal'd. But to be commanded k­

For everbyyour grace, whofehand has rais'dme. r 'Ie. 
King. Come hither, Gardiner. ['Thry canverj~ ap , I, 

Cam. My lord of York, was not one doCtor Pa~e 
In thi s man' s place before him? 

Wof. Y<F!S', ~e was. 
Cam. Was he not held a learned man? 
W QI. Yes, {urely. 
Cam. Believe me, there's an ill opinio,n {pread the~ 

Even of yourfelf, lord cardinal. 
Wof. How! of me? . 
Cam. ~hey will not fr!ck to fay, you envy'd him; 

AnJ, feanng he would nfe, he was fo virtuous, 
Kept him a'foreign man frill 6: which fo griev'd him~ 
That he ran mad, and dy'd. 

Wof. Heaven's peace be with him! 
That's chriftian care enough: for living murmurers 
There's places of rebuke. He was a fool; I, 

6 Kept him a foreign man ftill: J K ept him 0llt of the king's pr~fence 
employed in foreign emba1Iies. JOH NSON. ' , " 

For 
. ,(-
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KI N G HE NRY VIII. 

,,'\ FElr he would needs be virtuous: That good fellow. 
If I command him, follows my appointment; 

\ : I will have none fo near elfe. Learn this, brother, 
I' We live not to be grip'd by meane! pt>rfons. 

King. Deliver this with modefty to the queen. 
. rExirGARolNll ll , 

• ; " the moll: convenient place that I can think of, 
" :?or fueh receipt oflearuing, is Black-Friars; 

(" 'T~ere ye {hall meet about this weighty bufmefs :_ 
'1Wy olfey, fee it furni{h'd-O my lord, 

, oule it not grieve an able man, to ~ave 
SQ fweet a bedfellow? But, CI'lnfrience, confcience,-

,/ 

0 , 'tis a tender place, and 1 mull: leave her. [Exeunt. 

-
seE NEIlL 

4n 4ntechamher in the fi<.!feen'l Apartmentl. 
Ettler A N N E BUL LE N, and an old Lady . 

e. - Not for that neither ;-Here's the pang 
pinches: 

19hnef~ havin~ liv'd fo long with her; and Jhe 
d a lady, that 110 tongue could ever 

r ounj:e dilbonour of her ,-by my life, 
She never knew harm-doing ;-0 now, after 
So many courfes of the fun enthron'd, 

that 

Still growing in a majefty and pomp,-the ~hi ch 
To It:ave is ,. a thoufand-folcl more bitter, than 
'Tis fweet at firft to acquire,-after thi; prl)cef,. 
To give her the avaunt 7! it is a pity 

• Would move a moniter. 
Old L. Hearts of moil: hard temper 

Melt and lament for her . 
.dnne. 0, God's will! much better, 

She ne'er had known pomp: though it be temporal, 
Yet, if thij.t quarrel, fortune, do divorce 8 

It 

• _ To lea",e is- ] The latte~ word was added by Mr. Theobald. 
MALONE. 

'1 To gi'IJe b.r tb. avaunt /_ ] To fend her away contemptuouily; te 
pronounce again!1: her a fentence of ejeCl:ion. JOHN SON. 

8 rtf, if that quarrel,/ortMn.,- ] She calls Fortune a f'llarr.l or 
E ~ arrow, 

i. 



5% K.ING H ENR Y vuri 
It from the bearer, 'tis a fufferance , F'llnging 
As foul and body's fevering. 

Old L. Alas, poor lady! 
'She's a ftranger now againI'. 

A IIIlC . So much the more 
Muft pity drop upon her. Verily, 
I [wear, 'tis better to be lowly born, 
And range with humble livers in content, 
Than to be perk'd up in a gliftering gr' \:f, 
And wear a golden forrow, 

Old L. Our contlnt 
Is our befthaving ' , 

I -r:: 

arrow, from her {hiking fo deep anp fuddenly. !l<.!:afl·el was a large ar­
row fo called. Thus Fairfax: 

" -t'U,a"g'd tbejhing, out j l<w tbe quarrelloTig. WARD . 
Such is Dr. W arburton's interpret.rion. Sir Thomas Hanmer reads: 

- tbat quatreller, / ortunt,-. 
I think the poet may be e,Uy fuppofed to ufe 9,uarrcl for ~U\Jrrt\ f, a~ 
murder for mu rderer, thr att for th e agent . JOH NseN . 

Dr. j ohnfon 'l1ay be righ t. So, in A ntony and CI,opotra: • 
" -but that your royalty 
" Holds idlenefs yo'ur fuhjett, I /hould t ake you 
" For Jdl,r.e/s ttfe/f." 

Like Marti al's-" !'oron 'lJi/~jus homo ts, Z oile, ju! Pi/ium." 
however, re ad-

Yet if tqat quarrel fortune 10 divorce 
It fr'bm the beaser,"-. 

j. e. if an y quarrel bappen or thance to divorc~ it from the bearer, TQ 
fortun e is a verb ufed by Shakfpcare : 

" -I'll tell yo u, as we pais al ong, 
" That you will wonder what hath f ortuntd." 

Again, in Spenfer" Fae'y ~"n, B. J. c. ii: 
" ltfortuned (high heaven did fo ordaine)," &c. STlOEVENS. 

9 - JI,angty n •• u again. ] Again an alien; not only no longer queen, 
butno longer an Englifhwomap. J OHNSON. . 

It rather means, /he is aliena ted from the king's att~ttion, is 'I 
ftranger to hi s bed; for /he llilI"retained the ri gh ts of an Englill~ Wilmjlll, 
and was princefs dowager of Wales. So, in the fecond (eene III the 
~~~; .. . 

" --Catharineno.more 
" Shall be calt'd queen; but printef. dowager, 
" And widow to prince Arthur." Toj. LET: .. 

. Dr. J ohnfon" interpretation appears to me ttl be the true one. 
MALONE', 

I _ our brJI havi ng.] ~hat is, our beft poJ!tjJic'l' So, in Macbeth: 
Of 
,../" 
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" 'Anne. By my troth, and maidenhead, 
I would I)ot be a queen. 

Old L. Belhrew me, I would, -
And venture maidenhead far't: and fo would you, 
F or all this fpice of your hypocrify: 
You, that have [0 fair par.ts of wom~n on you, 

.. Have too a woman's heart; which ever yet 

~
eaed eminence, wealth, [overeignty ; 

. . lich, to fay footh, are bleffings: and which gifcs 

. (S , ing your mincing) the capacity 
, Of yOUr 10ft cheveril" con[cience would receive, 
If you might pleafe tv frretc.h it. • . 

, Anne. Nay, good troth,-
Old L . Yes', troth, and troth.-You would not be a queen? 
Aline. No, not for all the riches under heaven . 
Old L. 'Tis ll:range ; a three-pcnce bow'd \'/ollld hire me, 

Old as I am, to qucen it: But, I pray you, 
,. t thJnk you of a d.utche[s? have you limbs 
To ar that load of tltle? 

'.A. e. No, in cruth. 
o L, Then you are weakly made: 'Pluck off a little 3; 

T" uld not be a yOllng count in your way, 
FOI more than biu Oling comes to: if your back 
Cannot vouchfafe this burden, 'tis too weak 
Ever to get a boy . 

.annc Hnw you do talk! 
I [wear again; I would not be a queen 
For all the world. 

" oJ nohle having and oj royal Lope. 
In Spani{h, bo",i.ndo. JOHNSON . 

~ -cL,..,eril-] is kid.lkin, foft leather. JOHNSON. 

SO, in HiflrioJ1Jojlix, 1610: 
" The cbe..,,,il conCcien,e of corrupted low," STI: E vua. 

3 - Pluck off a /i tt le;] The old lady firll quemon , Anne Bullen 
about being a queen, which {he decl. res her averl;,," to ; O,e then pro­
poCes the t it le of a dutcbefs, and 00<, ber if (he thinks herfelf equal [I) 
the talk of Curtaining it; but as {he 11ill decline. the ofrer of greatoeC.; 

Pluck off a liu/. , . 
fays {he, i. e. let us teftend frill lower, and more upon a level with your 
own quality; and then add. : 

I 'Would not be a YOU"g count in your 'Way. 
which is frill an inferior degree of honour to allY yet fpoken of. 5 TZJ: V. 

, E 3 Old L. 
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Old L. In faith, for littlt! England 
You'd venture an emballing: I myfelf 

VHf. 

Would for Carnarvonfhire 4 , although there long'd 
No more to the crown but that. Lo, who comes here I 

Enter the Lord Chamberlain. 
Cham. Good morrow, ladies.Whatwere'tworth, to know 

The fecret of your conference? . ' ~ 
Aline. My good lord, 

Not your demand; it values not your afking : 
Our miftrefs' forrows we were pitying. 

Cham. It was a gentle bufinefs, and becoming 
The aCtion of ' good ~omen: there iS,hope, 
All will be well. 

/- " 

/ 

Anne. Now I pray God, amen! 
Cham. You bear a gentle mind, and heavenly bleffings 

... In faitb, for little England 
rou'd ",enture an em balling : 1 mylelf .: 
Would for Carnar",onfoir., ..... ] Little England {cems ,'ell'! prfl~dy 

.ppofed to all the 'World; out what has Carnarvonfhire to do 'ere? 
Does it refer to the birth of Eoward II. at Carnarvon ? or may n, t this 
be the allulion? By little England is meant, perhaps, tilat terri~y in 
PembrokeOlire, where the Flemings fettled in Henry 1ft's t ime, vh> 
{peaking a language very different from the WeIth, and bearing .. ~ 
affinity to Englith, this fertile {pot was called by the Britons. as We 

are told by Camden, Little Englant! beyond Wales; and, as it is a very 
fruitful country, may be juftly oppofed to the mountainous and "arren 
county ofCar,5arwn. WHALLEY. 

rou'd v enture an emballing: J You would venture to be diftinguilhed 
by the ball, the enlign of royalty. JOHNSON. 

This uplanation cannot be right, becaufe a 'Juett/-tonlort, {uch a& 

Anne Bullen was, is not diftinguithed by the ball, the enfign of royalty, 
nOr has the poet expre(fed thatlhe was fo diftinguithed_ TOL LET . 

Shakfpeare did not probably confider fo curioully this diftinClion b~. 
tween a queen-con fort and a queen-regent. MASON. 

Might we read-You'd venture an empalling; i. e. being invefted 
with the pall or robes of fiate? The word occurs in the old tragedy of 
King Edward III. 1596, 

" As with this armour I i,;,pall thy breaft- ... 
and, in Macbeth, the verb t. pall is ufed in the fenfe of to enrohe: 

" And pall thee in the dunneftfmoke of hell." MALONE. 
Might we not read-" an embalming" f A queen confort is anointed 

at her coronation, and in K. Ricbard 11. the word is "fed in that (en(c: 
, " With my own tears I wath away my balm." 
Dr. Johnfon properly explains it tb, oil ojtonj,rratiot/. WHALLE'Y'. 

FolIo.", 

. 
\ 
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follow fuch creatures. That you may, fair lady. 
Perceive I fpeak fincerely, and high note's 
Ta'en of your many virtues, the king's majefty 
Commends his good opinion of you ., and 
Does purpofe honour to you no lefs flowing 
Than marchionefs of Pembroke; to which title 
A thoufand pound a year, annual fupport, 
Out of his grace he adds. 

Antlc. 1 do not know, 
, hat kind of my obedience I iliould tender; 
MOle than my all is nothing s : nor my prayers 
Are not words duly hallow'd 6, nor «ly wiilies 
More worth than empty vanities; 'Yet prayers, and wiilies, 
Are all! "Can return. 'Befeech your lordiliip, 
Vouchfafe to fpeak my thanks, and mr obedience, 
As from a bluiliing handmaid, to his hlghnefs; , 
Whofe health, and royalty, I pray for. 

Cqa11l. Lfldy, 
aU-not fail to approve the fair conceit ", 

omm.nds bis go.d opinion ifyo",-JThe words to yo" in the nexenne, 
in conftru8ion be underllood here.-The old copy. indeed, reads: 

-Commend s b;s good opinion of you t. yo", and 
. : t tho metre Chew. that cannot be right. The words 10 yO" were pro­

bably accidentally omitted by the compotitor in the fccond line, and being 
marked by the corre80r as oul (to fpeak technicaliy,) were inferted ill 
the wrong place. The old error being again marked, the words that 
we" wa~ting were properly inferted in the fecond line where they now 
frand, and the new crro. in the lirn was overlooked. rn the printing. 
houfe this frequently happens . MA l ON E. 

S Mort/han my all is nOlbing:) Not only my "II is nothing, hut if 
my all were more than it is, it were ftill nothing. JOIiN'~'" 

6 - _ nor my prlJyt, s 
Are not words ti../y ballow'd,) The double negative, it has been 

already obferved, was commonly ufed in our author's time. 
For my prayers, a reading introduced by Mr. Pope, even if fuch 

arbitrary changes were allowable, ought not to be admitted here; thi~ 
being a diltin8 propolition, not an illation from what has gone before. 
I know not; (Cays Anne,) what e"ternal a8s of duty and obeifance, I 
ought to return for fuch unmerited favour . All I can do of th at kind, 
and even more, if more were poffible, would be infufficient: .or are 
any prayers that 1 can offer up for my benefa80r fufficiently fao8ilied. 
nor any withes tha 1 can breathe for his happinef., of more value tban 
the moft worthlefs and empty vanities. MALONE • 
• 1 I )hall nol fail, &c.J 1 /hall not omit to nrengthen by my commen­
dation, the opinion whIch the kinb has formed. JOHN ION . 

E 4- The 
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I The king ha~h of you.-I have perus'd her well' ; (Ajielr.· 
Beauty and honour in her are fo mingled, 
That they have caught the king: and who' knows yet~ 
But from this lady may proceed a gem, 
To lighten all this HIe' i-I'll to the king, 
And fay, I fpoke with you. 

Amu. My honour'd lord. [Exit LDrd Chamberlain ~ 
Old L. Why, this it is; fee" fee! ' 

I have been begging fixteen years in court, 
(Am yet a courtier beggarly,) nor could , 
Come pat betwixt two early and too late, 

.' , ,/ 
\ 

For any fuit of poun<fs: and you, (0 fate !) 
A very frefh fifh here, (fye, fye upon 
This compell 'd fortune!) have your mouth fiU'd up~ 
Before you open it. 

Anne. ThIs is ftran~e to me. 
Old L. How tafies It? is it bitter? forty pence, no Z • 

There was a lady once, ('tis an old fiory,) ".(., 
That woul~ not be a queen, that would fhe not, , , 

M<'or 
i . 

8 _ I hfI",e f'uus'J her 'Well; &c.] Frain the many artful ftrokooo' 
.ddrefs the poet has thrown in upon queen Elizabah and her motht ., 
it Ihould {eem, that this play was written and ptrformed in hi6 royal 
mifrrcfs's time: if (0, rome lines were added by him in the ~afr fcenc, 
after the acceflion of her (uccelfor, king James. THEOBAI.D. 

\I - agem r l . ' 
Toligbten "al/ tbi. ij/e P.] Perhaps all udi ng to the carbuncle , a gem 

{uppofed to have intrinfick light, and to O,ine in the dark: any other gem 
may refiea light, but cannot give it. J OHNSON. 
SO, in T itus Andron;cus: 

" A preci"us ring that lightens all the hole." 
1 _ ;. it bitter' forty pence, no.] Mr. Roderick, 

to Mr. Edwards'S book, propofes to read: 

STEEVENS. 
in his appendix 

- for t~lJo·penet. ' 
The old reading may, however, frand. Forty tenet was in thofe days 

• t he proverbial expreflion of a fmall wager, 0,· a fmall fum. .Money 
was thra reckoned by pounds~m:zrks, and nubles. Forty pence is half a 
noble, or rhe lixth part of a pound. Forty pence, or three and four 
pence, frill remains in many omces the legal and efrablilhed fee. 

So, in K. R icbard. II, Aa V. fe. v: • 
" The eheapelt of uc is ten J!.roa lJ too dear." 

Again, in...fill' s well (bat End, Well, Aa II. the down fays, As fit 
its ten 'lIroats jor tbe bam! of an altorn,y. Again, in Green' s G,oMndworJ: 

'f 

" '. 



KIN' G tI E N R Y VIlt. 
For all the mud in Egypt 0; :- Have yo~ heard it? . . 

\ Amu .. Come, you are pleafant. 
Old L. With your theme, I could 

O'er-mount the lark. The marchionefs of Pembroke! 
• . A thoufand pounds a year! for pure ref pee! ; 

\ No other obligation: By my life, 
That promifes more thoufands: Honour's train 
Is longer than his fore-1kirt. By this time, 

' ~ know, your back will bear a dutchefs i-Say. 
u: you not ftronger than you were! 
~ne. Good lady, 

Make yourfelf mirth with your partIcular fancy, 
And leave me out on't. 'Would I had no being. 
If this falute my blood a jot; it faints me, 
To think what follows . 
The queen is comfortlefs, and we forgetful 
In our long abfence: Pray, do not deliver 

S7 

~ at here you have heard, to her. 
ld 1. What do you think me? [Extu.t. 

seE N E IV. 
A Hall in Black-Fryars . 

9:nllnjeIJ,finnet J , and corneti. Enter two Yergerr, witt, 
}bort ji/'llcr walld!; next them, two S crjbCJ, iii the 

• habit;' 

• f Contytatcbing: <I - wagers loyint;, &c. Jorty I"nct gaged .gainft a 
match of wreftling. " Again, in Tb, longtr tbou L ;"lI. tb. more F .. I 
thDu art, 1570: "I dare~wa~t with any man/arty Pt1lu. n AgJllin. in 
the S tory. of King Darius, 1565, an interlude: • 

" Nay, that I will n~t for four,y 1"nt.... ST!:£VItNS. 

'1. For all tb. mud in Egypt:J The fertility of Egypt is derived frolll 
the mud and /lime of the Nile . STEEYEN ! , 

3-[ .. IIU,J Dr. Burney (whofe C'"tral Hifiory of Mujit has been 
(0 hit;hly and defervedly applauded) undertook to trace the etymology, 
and qifcovcr the certaiA meaning of this term, but witho ut {uced!. 
The following conje~ure of his, Ihould not, h ver, be withheld from 
tbe publick. 

S,nn' or ['IMi/, de 1'l\.lIemand J.II, qui lignifie ~tTemblee. Diet. de. 
" ie ux L anguage: . 

" ~ .. n. affemblee a Jon d. c/ocb.," MUlli" 
Perlnps, theref~re. fays he, j ••• ,t may mean a Rourilh for the purpofe 
f affcmhling chief., or appri zing tl,· people of cheir approach. I ~ave 

I 1Ik.e-
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hahits of t/QlloYi; after them, the Archhifhop of Cadll 
terbury alone; after: him, the BijhtJPs of Lincoln, Ely; 
Roche fte r, and Samt Afaph; next them, <with /pm! 
fmall diflance, follows a gentlemaN hearing the purft, <with 

/ 

. ., . the great feal, and a cardinal's hat; then two Priejfs, 
hearing each a ji/'Ver cro./s; then a gentleman-lIjher hare­
headed, accompanied 'With a Se/jeant at arms; hearing a 
fil'ller mace; then two GUltlemm, he.:lri~lg two great jil'Ver 
pil/ars +; after them, jide hy jide, the two Cardina!!L.. l ;" 
WOLSEY !lnd CAMPEIUS; two Nohlemm with ,Jbe ~ 
/word and mace. crhen enter the King and ff!.!!eel, mzd I, \ 

their trains. crhe'King takes place under the cloth of 
jlate; the two Cardinals jit under him, as judges. crhe 
ff<.!feeTl takes place, at jome dijlance from the King. crhe 
hijhops place themfel'Ves on each jide the courl, itt man-
ner of a c01Jjijfory; helow them, the firihes, crhe L ords jit 
next the B ijhops. crhe Crier and the rejf of the attenda1lts 
jland ill c07l'Venient of·der abortt the jfage. 

.~ 
Wol. Whilft our commiffion from Rome is read, 

Let filence be commanded. 
King. What's the need l ( 

tIt 

Jikewife been informed, (as is elfewhere noted) that Jent/Ii j" tte name 
of an antiquated French tune. See Julius Cd!(ar. Act I. f ... ii, ST EE v. 

In the fecC\nd Pflrt of Marllon 's Antonio and Mel/ida: 
" Corneufound acyntt.u 

FARMl:R. 

, A SenU appears to have lignified a Ihort Ilourilh on cornets. In K. 
Benry VI. P.III. after the king and the duke of York have entered 
intI} a compaa in tht parliament-houfe, we fi nd this marginaldireltion: 
.. Stnet. Here the,,[the lords] come down [from their feaul," In that 
place a flourilh muft have been meant The dioreaion which has occa­
lioned this note, Ihould be, I believe, fennet on cornets. MALON E • 

... _ pillars;] Pillars wtre fome of the enfigns of dignity carried be­
fore cardinals. Sir Thomas More, whtn he was fpeaker to the com­
mons, advifed them to admit Wolfey into the houfe with his macell 
and his pillars. More's Life of Sir 'T. More. JOHNSON . 

Skelton, in hi s Satire againftcardillal Wolfey, has theCe lines: 
" With worldly pompe incredible, 

It Before him rydeth two preftes ftronge; 
" And they btar two croOc. right longe, 

" Gapynge in every man's fac .. : 
.. After them folowe two laye men fecular, 
.. And eache of theym holdyn a pillar, • 

" In theirhondesfteaileof a mace." S TJ;J'VZNS~ 
At 

I 
( 
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It hath already publickly been read. 
And on all fides the authori ty allow'd; 
You may then fpare that time. 

Wol. Be't fo :-Proceed. 

$9 

Scribe. Say, Henry king of England come into the 
court. 

~ Crier. Henry king of England, &c. 
K ing. Here. 
Scribe. Say, Catharine queen of England, come into 

court. 
itr. Catharine queen ofEngl~ld, &c. 

[The ~ueen malus no aly'Wtr. rifts out of htr chair, gou 
about the court *, comts t otheKing , andltntels athis/tll; 
Ihm lieaR!. ] 
~. Cath. Sir, I defire you, do me right and jullice s . 

And to bellow your pity on me: for 
. . J am a moll poor woman, and a ftranger, 
~. a.It of your dominions; having here 

Nc 'udge indiiFerent, nor no more affurance 
Df qual friendlhip and proceeding. Alas, fir. 
In hat have I oiFended you? what caufe 
llath my behaviour given to your difi leafure, . 
That ( hus you fuould proceed to put me oiF, 
And take your d grace from me? Heaven witnefs. 
I have been to you a true ant!. humble wi£; • 
At alt times to your will conformable: 

At the end of Fidde.'s L if< of Cardinal Wolfof> :. a curious tetter of 
Mr. Anftis's on the fubj eCl of the 1'lL'0 filv", pillars ulualll hor,nc be­
fore Cardinal Wolfey. This remarkable piece of pageantry dId nut 

-,fcape the notice of Shakfpe3le. PERCY. 

Wolfey had" two great croffes of /jlver, the one of hia archbiihoprick. 
the other of hi. legacy, borne before him whitherfocver he went ~r rode. 
by two of the 'ta11eft priefts that he could get within the realm." This i. 
from Vol. III. p. 92.oofHolinihed, and it feem, from p. 837, that one 
of t\le pma" was a token of a cardinal, and perhaps he bore the other 
pillar as an archbiihop. TOLLltT. 

• - go .. ",bout Ibe <0"'1-] "Becaufe (fays Cavendilb,) Ibe coulcl 
not Come to the king direCllie, for the diftance fevered between them." 

MALONE. 
S Sir, I deli" you, domerigbt andjujlice; &c.] This fpeech of the 

queen, the k ing'ueply, are taken from Holinlhed with the moR: 
triOiJlg ·ons. STltJ:YItN S. 

Ever 



K N G t-r E N it t{ ViU. 
Ever in fear to kindle your diflike, 
Yea, fubjetl to your countenance; glad, (Sr forry. 
As I faw it inc1in'd. When was th~ hqur, 
1 ever contraditled your defire; 
Or made it not mine too t Or }vhich of your friends 
Have I not ftrove to love, although I kneJ\V 
He were mine enemy? what friend of IDme, 
That had to him deriv'd your anger, cid I 
Continue in my liking t nay, gave notice Ci 

He was from thence difcharg'd t Sir, call to mind 
That I have been yoUl wife., in this obedience, ;: 
Upward of twenty years, and have been bleft 
With many children by you: If, in the courfe 
And procefs of this time, you can report, 
And prove it too, againft mine honour aught, 
My bond to wedlock, or In y love and duty, 
Againft your facredlerfon 1, in God's name, 
Turn me away; an le t the foui'ft contempt 
Shut door upon me, and fo give me up 
To the iliarpell: kind of juftice. PleaLe you, ftr, 
The king, yUur father, was reputed for 
A prince moff prudent, of an .excellent 
And unmatch'd wit and judgment: Ferdinand, 
My father, king of pain, was reckon' d e 
The wifeft prin)e, that there had reign'd by many 
A year befo~e: It is not to be queftion'd 
That they had gather'd a wife council to them 
Of every realm, that did debate this bufinefs, 
Who deem'd our marriage lawful: Wherefore I humbly 

6 _ nay, gave "otice-) In propriety C.tharine (bould have faid_ 
nay, g:rre tlat notice, and 1"0 Sir T. H~nmer reads ; but our author is fo 
licentious in his con(hull:ion that I fufpell: no corruption. MALONE. 

7 Againllyaur /acred ftr/ao,] In the old copy there.is not a comma 
in the preceding line after duty. M r. Mafon has ju!Uy obferved that 
with fuch a punfruatioJUhe fenfe requires- T owD,d, your {acred perfon. 
A comma being placed at dut;, the con!l;rull:ion is-If you can report 
and prove alight againt!: mille honour, my love and duty, 0' Dught agajnft 
,our facred perron, &c. but I d~ubt whether this was our author's in­
tention; for ruch an arrangement rcems to Il/ake ~ breach. of her ho­
nour and matrimonial bond to be fomethlng chfrina from ofrence 
againll the king" perfon, which is not the cafe. Perb 
loy the latter words Shakfpcare meant, DgainjlyalJr lift. 

-' 
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llefeech you, fir, to fpare me, till I may . 
:Be by my friends in Spain advis'd; whofe counfcl 
I will implore: if not; i'the nallle of God, 
Your pleafure be fulfill'd ! 

Waf. You have here, lady, 
(And of your choice,) thefe reverenq fathers; meJl. 
Pf fingular integrity and learning, 
Yea, the elea ofthe land, who are alfembled 

o plead your caufe : It Ihall be therefore bootlefs, 
longer you de fire the court'; ~ well 

For your own quiet, a9 to rectify • 
What is unfettled i~ the king. 

Cam. His grace 
Hath fpoken well, and jufrly: Therefore. madam, 
Jt's fit this royal feffion do proceed; 
And that, without delay. their arguments 

e now produc'd, and heard . 
V. {;ath. Lord cardinal,­

:rc. you I fpeak. 
j·""al. Your pleafure, madam l 
, . Cath. Sir, . 

, am about to weep 9 ; but, tlfinking that 
We ~e a quee~, (or long have dream'd fo,) certain, 
The daughte r of a king, my drops of tears 
I'll turn to fparks of fire. 

Wof. Be patient yet. • -
Q.: -Gath. I will, when you are humble; nay, before, 

Or God WIll punilh me. J do believe, 
J nduc'd by poten t circumll:ances, that 
You are mine enemy; and make my challenge, 

• 

S 'That longer you defire tbe court;] Th at you deLire to protraB the 
llufinefs of the court; that you (olin: a more dHhnt (dlion and .rial. 
'1'0 pray for a longer day, i. e. a more d,tbnr one, when the trial or ex­
"cution of criminals is agitated, is yet tbe language f the bar.-In the 
fourth folio, and all the mod.ern editions, defe is fubtlitu ted for deftr •• 

• /I. AL ON E. 

51 I am about t. wetp; &c 1 Shakfpeale has gh en almoft a hmilar 
fentiment to Her",io', io the Winter's '[g/t, on ao almoftfimilar occalio , 

" I am not prone to lVeeping, as our fex 
" Commonly are, &t - but I have 

That honourable griel I,,~ g'd here, which burns 
!f Wode than teandrowlli" ;:·c. STUVE NI. 

You 



fi,: KIN G H ~ N R Y VIII. 
You {hall not be my judge I: for it is you 
Have blpwn this coal betwixt my lord and me,_ 
Which God's dew quench !-Therefore, I fay again~ 
I utterly abhor, yea, from my foul 
Refufe you for my judge~; whom, yet once more# 
I hold my moIl: malicious foe, and think no~ 
At all a friend to truth. . 

Wol. I do profef&~ 
You fpea~ not like yourfelf ; who ever. yet ft 
Have Il:ood to <;harity, and difplay'd the effects /~' 
Of difpofition gentle, and of wifdom r 

'er-topping woman{s power. Madam, you do me wrong: 
I have no fpleen againll: you; nor injuIl:ice 
For you, 9r any: how far ~ have pro~eeded, 
Or how far further fhall, is warrantee! 
:By a commiffion froI!! the confillory, 
Yea, the whole confiftory of Rome. You charge 1ll~. _ 
That I have blown thi.s coal: I do deny it: • ..--
The king is prefent: If it be known to him, " 
That I gainfay 3 my deed, how II}ay he wound~ 
And worthily, my falfhood? yea, as much 
As you have done my truth. Ifhe know 
That I am free of your report, he knows, 
I am not of your wrong. Therefore in hiqt 
It lies, to cure me: and the cure is, to 
Remove thef:: thoughts from you: The which befor~ 
His highnefs fhall (peak in, 1 do befeech 
You, gracious madam, to unthink yourfpeakin~, 
And to fay fo no more. 

I - and md. my challenge, 
r Oil jhall not b. my judge: 1 Challenge is here a 'Verbum juris, a law 

ttrm. The criminal, when lie refufes a juryman, fays, I challenge 
],im. J OHNSON • 

.. Iutterly abhor, "a,from my/oul 
Refufe YOll for my jl/dg. ;) Thefe are not mere words of pallion, 

but technical t<rms iJ1 th canon Jaw. 
Deteftor and R ecuro. The rormer in the language of cal\onifrs,1ignilies 

no more, than 1 proJ~inft. BLACU TONE. 

T he word- are !folinlhed's :-" and therefore openly protefred that IRe 
clid ut cI t y ,:bbor, refuf., and forfak. fuch ajudle." MALONE • 

. 1 -Jrainjtly] i. e. deny. So, in lord Surrey's tranlJationofthe fourth 
tIook of the A!:neid: 

" I Aold thee hOt, nor yetga;,,/a.] thy words." STU'V£N S. 

~ Cath. 
J 

/ 



- J{ I N G HEN R Y VIII. 
~ Cath. My lord, my lord, 

I am a f11l1ple woman~ much too weak 
To oppo[~ your c;:unning. Y 011 are meek, and bumble-

mouth'd; 
You fign your place and calling 4, in full feeming, 
With meeknefs ilnd humility: but your heart 
Is cramm'd with arrogancy, fpleen, and pride. 

~ 
ou have, by fortune, and his highnefs' favours, 

.• ' '" one {lightly o'er low fteps; and now are mounted. 
• f... re powers are your retainers: and your words, 

• -Dom cks to you, ferve your will 5, as' t pleafe 
I . Yourfelf pronounce their offic~. I mt ft tell you. 

You tender more your perfon's honour, than 
Your high profeffion fpiritual: That again 
1 do refufe you for my judge;. and here, 
~crfore you all, appeal un~o the pope, 
To bring my whole caufe 'fore hIS hoUnefs, 

./ -~d to be judg'd by him. 
. • [She curt'Jies to the King, and off6rs to dtpart.' 

• 4 r ou fign your I"a" and tailing, &e. J I think, to jign, muft here 
be to /how, to denote. By your outward meeknef. and humility, YOIl 
p-» that you are of an holy order, but, &e. JOHN SON. 

S Wbert powers are your retainers; and lour words, 
D otftej1itks tOlou,[erveyour will,-J You have now got POWtr at 

your beck, foll OWing in your retinue: and words therefore are degraded 
to the f~rvile ftate of performing any offiee which you /h all give them. 

" In humbler and more common terms; Having now tot f!IO wer, y ou d. 
~ot rtgardyourword. ]OIlNOON. 
• The word p~wer, when ufed in the plural and applied to one perfoll 
only, .,.ill not bear the meaning that Dr. ]ohnfon wilbe. ttl give it.-

• By powe" are meant the emperor and the k ing of France, in the pay 
of one or the other of whom Wolfeywa~ contlantly rtlained. MASON. 

Who<;ver were pointed at by the word POWtrs, Shakfpeare, furely, 
docs not mean to fay that Wolfey was rttaintd by them, but that theT 
were retaintrs, or (ubfervient, to Wolfey. MALONS. 

I believe we /hould read: 
, " Where powers are your retainers, and your war'" 

" Domefticks to you, &c." 
~he ~een rifes naturally in her «efcrip ion. She paints the powers of 
gnvernment depending upon Wolfey under three images; as hi, fl· 

fainers, his wards, his domej1irk jervant.. Ty R WHITT. 
So) in Storer's Lift IiInd Dtatho! 'Tho. Wcljey, Cardinal, a poem, J5991 

" I mul~ have notice where their ward. mull: dwell; 
U I car'd not for the gentry, for I had 
f! Yons nobles of the land, &c.'· ~TEEVJ:N3. 

Cam • 

.. 



KING HENRY VII!. 64-
Cam; The queen is obftinate, 

Stubborn to juftice, apt to accufe it, and 
Difdainful to be try'd by it; 'tis not weU. 
~he's going away.. ' 

King. Call her agam. 
Crier. Cat4arine, qt;een of England. come into th~ 

. court. , .. --
Crif. Madam, you are call'd ~a k. ', # 
~ Cath. What need you note 1 ( PI11Y you, kllcp yo rr. 

way: . / . ';) 
When.you are call'~, return.-Now the Lord hel,, ' ,/ 
1'h~y vex me pait my pati~ncl: !~pray you, pafs on: 
I wIll n9t tarry; no, nor ever rgore, 
Upon this bufinefs, my appearance make 
In ~ny of their courts . 
. fExeunt ~een, GRIFFITH, and her other I!ttendat/ts. 

King. Go thy ways, ¥-ate: 
That man i'the wor d, who filall report he has - ' 
A better wife, let him in nought be trufred, . r 

For fpeaking falfe in that: Thou art, alone. 
(If thy rare qualities, [weet gentlenefs, 
Thy meeknefs faint-like, wife-like government,-
Obeying in ,commanding,-and thy parts " 
Sovereign and pious elfe, could.fpeak thee out~,) 
The queen of earthly queens :-She is I\oble born .t 
And, like ~erotrlle nobility, file has 
Carried herfelf towards me. 

Wo/. 'Molt gracious fir, , 
In humblelt manner I require your highnefs, 
That it !hall pleafe you to declare, in hearing 
Of all thefe .ears, (for where I am robb'd and bound .. 
There mult I be unloos'd; although not ~here 
At once and fully fatisfy'd 7,) whe.ther ever I , 

6"":' mild JpttzA rh"~I)] If thy feveral qualities had tongues to fpeak 
thy praiCe, JOHNS. ' 

1 _ altbDuzb "Dt th." . 

,-

At once, and fully (ati!fied,)] The fenfe, wh~ch is encumbered _ 
.itb ",ord~, is OJ) more than this. I muft b.e {oofed, though when (" 

. lot/ed, I /hall not be fathfied fully and at on" j that is, I /hall not be 
; •• tJilJteiy fatblied. JOHN SON . 

S D~ 



KING HENRY VIII. 
Did broach- this buunees to your highnefs; or 
lJay'd any fcruple in your way. wltich might 
Induce you to the queftion on'U or ever 
Have to you,-but with thanks to God for fuch 

• f\.. royal lady.~f?ake one the leaft word. tha.t migh 
Be to the prejudlce of her prefent frate. 
Or touch of her good perfolli 

King. My lord cardinal, 
1 , -:' 0 excufe you; yea, upon mine honour, 

I you from't. You are not to be taught 
That)oeu have many enemies, that \wlow not 
Why they are fo. but, iike to .. illage curs, 
Bark when their fellows do: by fome of thefe 
The q ucen is put in anger . You are excus' d : 
But will you be more jullify'd 1 you ever 
Have wi/h'd the fleeping of this buunefs; neVer 
Deur'd it to be fiirr'd; but oft have hinder'd, oft, 
. e pa~ages made toward it ;~n my honour. 
I (peak my gbod lord cardinal to this poillt S, 

And thus far clear him. Now, what moy'd me to't,­
I will be bold with time, and your attention;-
Then mark the inducement. Thus it came i-give heeel 

. to't:-
My confdence firft receiv'd a tendernefs, 
Scruple. and prick', on certain fpeeches utter'd 

..,.., By the bi/hop of Bayonne. then :French amba1nldor; 
F ho had been hither fent on the debating , A marriage I, twixt the duke of Orleans and 

S _ Dn "'y bonour, 
I (pta! 711] good {Drd ,a~dinal to tbi, point,] The ling, having firlt 

addrelfe"d to Wolfey, breaks of 1'; and declares upon his honour to the 
whole court, that :!! fpeaks the cardin"I', fentiments upon the point in 
queftion; and clean him from any attempt, or wi!lt, to rur that buG. 
nef, . THltODALD. 

9 Sm'pl< and pricl<,-] Prick of confeience was the term in con­
fcffi n. JOHN SON . 

The clCpreffion is from Holinthed, .. he e the king fays: t< The (pe­
cial taufe chat moved me unto this matt~r was a certaine fcrupul06tic: 
thatp,id<d myconfeience," &Ce. See Ho/ifJjb,J, P'907' STJtEVJtN •• 

I J). ",arr;"g<,] Old Copy-And marriage. Correeled by Mr. Pope. 
M.Ioo"s. 
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KIN (} HENRY VIIr. 64-
Cam. The queen is obftinate, 

Stubborn to junice, apt to accufe it, and 
Difdainful to be try'd by it; 'tis no well. 
~he's going away.. I 

King. Call her agam. 
Crier . Catharine, queen of England. come into tho 

. court. , ,.-' 
Crif. Madam, you are call'd back. 
Q,; Gath. What need you note it? pr;iy you, ktlep yo 

w~: . /~ 
When .you are call'd, return.-Now the Lord hel~ 

II- ( ., r: • 1'h:y vex me pall my pat1~nce .~pray you, paIs on: 
I will n9t tarry; no, nor ever ~ore, 
Upon this bufinefs, my appearance make 
In \lny of their courts . 
• [Exeunt <l!!een, GRIFFITH, al1(1 her ofi>er duendatlts. 

King. Go thy ways, l(ate: . 
That man i'the world, who lhall report he ha~ -
A better wife, let him in nought be trufted, r 

For fp eaking falfe in that: Thou art, alone. 
(If thy rare qualities, (IVeet gelltlenefs, 
Thy meeknefs faint-like, wife-like government,-
Obeying in commanding,-and thy parts • 
Sovereign and pious elfe, couldfpeak thee out ~,) 
The queen of earthly <I,ueens :-She is qoble Qom i 
And, like '~ej4true nobllity, lhe has 
Carried herfelf towards me. 

Wol. 'Moil: gracious fir, . 
In humbleft manner I require your highnefs, 
That it !hall pleafe you to declare, in hearing 
Of all thefe rears, (for where I am robb'd and bound~ 
There mull: I be unloos'd; although not there 
At once and fully fatisfy'd 7,) whccther ever I 

6 .,;,. ~ould /ped thtteut)] Iftlly feveral qualities had tonguedo {peal; 
thy plaife. J OHNSOIf . . 

7 _ aitbDillb IIDf Ibe" . 
At on", and fully (at iljl'ed,)] The fenCe, which is encumbered 

with wnrd~, is ~ more than this. 1 mull be IDo/ed, though when fo 
lot/td, I /hall not be/atiljl'ed fully and at Ollce; that is, I /hall not be 
j./lCU/i,lttl,y fatisfied. JOHN SO N. 

S D~ 

\ , 

,. 
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KING HENRY VIII. 
bid llroach this bufinefs to your highnefs; or 
Lay'd any fcruple in your way, which might 
Induce you to the quefrion on't? or ever 
Have to you,-but with thanks to God for fuch 
.{\ ruyallady,";:"f'pake one the leaft word, that might 
Be to the prejudlce of her prefent frate, 
Or touch of her good perfoni 

King. My lord cardinal, 
o excufe you; yea, upon mine honour, 

you froni't. You are not to be taught 
That 'u have many enemies, that ~ow not 
Why they are fo, but, like to " iIlage curs, 
Bark wnen their fellows do: by fome of thefe 
The queen is put in anger. You are excus 'd: 
But will you be more jufrify'd 1 you ever 
Have wilh'd the fieeping of this bufinefs; never 

.. Defir'd it to be fiirr'd; but oft have hinder'd, oft, 
e pa~ages made toward it :-:.o.on my honour, 

I (peak my good lord cardinal to this pomtS, 
And thus far clear him. Now, what mov'dme to't,­
I will be bold with time, and your attention:-
Then mark the inducement. Thus it came ;-give heed 

• to't:-
My confcience firfr receiv'd a tendernefs, 
Scruple, and prick', on certain fpeeches utter'd 

" By the billlop of Bayonne, then }t'rench amba'1fador; 
Fho had been hitherfent on the dp.bating 
A marriage', twixt the duke of Orleans and , 

8 _ on my bonour, 
I rp.d my good lord ca~dinal to tbi. point,] The .ing, having firli 

addreil'e"d to Wolfey, breaks off; and declares upon his honour to the 
whole court, that :!~ fpeaks the cardinal'. fentiments upon the point in 
que!l:ion; and clears him from any attempt, or willi, to !l:ir that buG .. 
nefs. TH1':OB ALD. 

9 Scrtlpl, and priclc,-] Prick of confciente was the terlll in con­
femon. JOHNSON. 

The expreffion is from Holinthed, where the kiDg (ays I "The (pt­
cial Laufe that moved me uoto this matt~r W<lS a certaine fcrupulolitie 
th~t pridtd my comdenee," &c. See Holnjb,i, p. 907' STltEVltNI. 

I A lIIa"iolg',] Old Copy-And marriage. Correaed by Mr. ,Pope. 
M,U.ONIt. 
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~6 KIN C1 H :E N R Y viH. 
Our daughter Mary: I'the progrefs of this bufinefS'f 
Ere a determinate refolution, he 
(1 mean, the biihop) did require a ,efpite ; 
Wherein he might the king his lard advertife 
Whether our daughter were legitimate, 
Refpeaing this our marriage with the dowager, 
Sometimes our broth~r's wife. This refpite fuook 
The bofom of my confcience", enter"d me, 
Yea, with a fplitting power,· and mad to tremble 
The region of my breaft; which forc'd fuch way I ,.-

That many maz'd ccnfiderings did throng, .~ 
And prefs'd in with this calttion. Firft, methoughtl 

I frood not in the fmile of heaven ; who had 
Commanded nature, that my lady's womb, 
If it conceiv'd a male child by me, fuould 
Do no more offices of life to't, than 
The grave does to the dea.d: for her male iffue 
Or died where they were made, or fuortly after r 

This world had alr'd them: Hence 1 took a thoughtl 

This was' a judgment on me; that my kingdom, 

-- ' 

'Well worthy the beft heir o'the world, fuould noli 
Be gladded in't by me: Then follows, that 
I weigh'd the danger which my realms frood in 
By this my ilIue's tail; and that gave to me 
Many 'a groaning throe. Thus hulling in 
The wild rl!a 3"0£ my confcience, I did freer 

Towarr; 
, tt ~ 

2. _ 'Ibis "fpift jim" 
The bofom of my confcitnCt,-l Though this reading 'be fenCe, yet, 

I verily believe, the poet wrote, The bottom of "'y confeitnce,-• 
• Shakfpeare, in all his hiftorical plays, was a moft diligent obferver of 
Holin1hed's Cbronide. Now Holin1hed, il}- the fpcech which he has 
given to king Henry upon this fubjea, makes him deliver himfelf 
thus: "Which words, once conceived within the fecret bottom of my 
confei,"", ingendred fuch a fCl'upulous doubt, that my confcience was 
incontinently accombred, ~xcd, and dif'luieted." Yid. Life c.f I 

lIenry YIII. p. 907' THEOBALD. 

3 -hulling ill 
Tbe wild fea-] That is, fioa\ing without guid3nce; tofs'd here 

and there. JOHNSON. 

The phrafe belongs to navigation. A 1hip is raid tD hull, when /he 
is 

( 
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It I N G HEN R y true 
-roward fKis remedy, whereupon we are 
Now prefent here together; that's to fay I 
t meant toreClify my confeience,-which 
I then did f~e1 full lick, and yet not well,-':' 
By all the reverend fathers of tIte land, 
A~d do~ors learn'd .-~.ir!l, I began in private 
W!th you, ~y lord {)f Lincol n; you remember 

ow under my oFpreffion I did reek, 
~en I firft mov'd yqu. 
bin. VeryweU; my1iege.· . 

. Ki'I8. I have fpoke lo~ be pie 'd yourfelf to ray 
Ho.w far you fatisfy'd me . , 
. Lin. So pleafe your highnefs, . 
The queftion did at firft fo ftagger m ,~ 
Bearing a !late of niighty moment in't, 
And con(eqllence of dread, .... that I committed 

. - ~. e daring'ft couriCel whkh I had, to douBt; 
d di .. entreat your highnefs to this courfe, 

hich you are running here. 
K i1Jg. I then mov'd you 4, 

My lord of Canterbury; and got your leave 
TO"make this prefent fummons :-Unfolicited 
I left rIOo,[everend pedon in this tourt ; 
But by p\rticular confent proceeded, 
U !lder your Hands ahd feats. Tlierefore, go~ : 
For no dlfi ike i'the world againft the perfon 
~f the good' queen, but the /harp thorny points 

\ 
Pf my~IIedged reafons, drive this forward: 
Prove but our marriage lawful, by my life, 
And kingly dignity, we are contented 
To wear our mortal ftate to come; with her, 

is difmall:ed, and only her hull or hulk, is left at the direl\ion and 
mercy of the waves. So, in the Alarum for London, J 601.: 

" And they lye bulling up and down the llream." ST.E.EV.EN • • 

4 1 tben mov'd ]Ou,] "1 moved it in ronfeffion to you, my lord of 
Lincoln, then my gholHy father. And forafmuch as then yourfelf were 
in feme doubt, you moved me to alk the counfel of all there my lords. 
Whereupon I mO'llld you, my lord of Canterbury, nrll to have you~ 
licence, in as much as you wt.re metropol;tan, to put thi' matter in 
'1uellion; and fo I did al/ of 1011, my lords," Holina.ed', Lift of 
Her.rJ YlJI. p. 908. TIUOIIAI.J> • 

.R 2 Catharine. 

7 



6S K. I N G H' E N R Y 
Catharine our queen, before the prilrlefi: cre~ture­
That's paragon'do'the world '. 

Cam. So pleafe your highnefs, J 
The queen being abfent, 'tis a needful ntnefs 
That we adjourn this court till fut:ther da:y : 
Mean while muft be an earnefi: motion . 
Made to the queen, to call back her appeal . . /' 
She intends unto his holinefs. [2"'h~ rife tD depart/,-

King. I may perceive, [Ajidtr ~ .. 
Thefe cardinals trifle with me: I abAor ~. 
This. dilatory floth, ~nd. tric~>?f Rome~ ........ 
My learn'd a dwell belovixl fervan':, €ranmer# 
Pr'ythee, return! with thy approach, I know, 
My comfort comes along. Break up the court: 
I fay, fet on. [ExeJmt, in 1fUl1/ner as th~ titter'i. 

S <[,bat', paragon'd o'the world.] H:p\mer reads, I think, ilctti!: 
- tbe primeft crtature . f"" . 
<['bat·sparago"o'tbe'ivorld. JOHNSON. o,~ 

So, in the 'Two Gtntlem", of Y".na: 
No; but /he is an earthly parago". 

To paragon, however, is a verb u(ed by ShakCpeare both in 4"to"1 _.1 
ell_/,atra, and Oth,l/o: .' .-

" If thou with Cz(ar paragotll\gain 
" My man of men • 
.. -- a maid ,..J' 
.. Th~~'Valotll deCcription and wild famCo" (.§T!!V!NS. 

6 <['hey rift to depart.] Here the modern editors add: [tb. k;n~fpt4b , 
,. Cra"",er.] This marginal direClion is not found in the old ~ Ito, anf 
was wrongly introduced by Come Cubfequent editor. Cranmef.~"'ai nv~ 
abfent from court on a/l embaffy, as appears from the lall Ccene of this 
alt, where Cromwell informs Wolfey, that he is return'd alld inilaU" 
atchbi/hop of Canterbury : 

~ ltart,'d arid well.h,lrmtd !e/"fJ.nt, Cr'!nlll,r. 
Prytbtt retur,,!_ . 

;. no lJlorc: than III apoftrol'hc: to the: abCent bj.Slop of that name. 
1l1DL ItY.. 



10 N G . HEN R Y YIn. 69 

'A C TIll. seE N E I. 
A Room in tbe ~un's Apartment. 

, 7'he ~een, and ftme of her Women~ at work·. 

.t; Catb. Take thy lute, wench: my foul grows fad 
. with troubles; 

g, and difperfe them, if thou canit: leave working. 
SON G. '. rphelu with !Jt~made t1WtI, 

Ami tbe mountain-topJl tbat fi'uze, 
Bow tbemftlves, ,".JJbm be did fing I 

'1'0 bi; mufick, plantJ, and flowers, 
f lEver j}rung; asJun, ap.djhowers, 

Cf'bere bad made a lafting j}ring. . '- Every thing that heard bim play, 
el1ven tbe oil/ows oftbtfta, 

Hung tbeir blads, and then lay /J,!' 
In Jwee! mufick is filCh Ilrt; 

,,-

4illing care, and grief of htart, 
Fall alNep, or, hearing, die. 
. ' Enter a Gentleman., 

fZ.: Cat • How now? 
Gmt. An't pleafe YOllr ~race, the two g~t cardinals 
ait in the prefence "'. 

~ ~ 'tJ#!ath. Would they fpeak with IU..e' 
a Gent. They wiIl'd me fay fo, macltfu. 

~ Catb. Pray their graces 
'fo come near. LEx;t Gent.] What can be their bufinefs 
With me, a poor weak woma'D, fallen from favour 1 
J dQ not like' their co~ing, now I think on't. 

I ~ lit 'Worl.] Her lI)ajefty (fays Cayendiih,) on bein, informed 
that the card inalt Were coming to vifit her, "rofe up, having a JAtlll .r redfilAe about her neeA, being at work with her maidens," Cayen­
diih attended Welfey in this vifiq and tbe queen'. anfwer in p. 71., 
is euClly conformable to tbat which he has recorded, and which he 
appear. to have heard her/rop-ounce, MALO N1: . 

2. W.it in the prefenec. i. e. in tbe pTlJence.cballloer. STJ::I VENS. 

F 3 They 



70 .J( I N q If E; ~ R Y VIlI. 
They /bould be t!OOd men' j their affairs as righteous 3 ~ 
But all hoods make 110t mopks 4. . 

I Ente1' WOLSEY, and C AMP B1 us. 
Wol. Peace to your highnefs! ' '. 
EZ.: Catb. Your graces find me here part pf a houfe)'life ~ 

I would be air, agaiuft the worft may happen. 
What are your pleafures with me, reverend lords? 

Wbf. May it pleafe you, noble madam, to withdraw 
Into your private 'chamber, we /ball give you ' 
The full caufe of our coming. ' 
~ Catb. Speak it here j "J 

There's nothing I haole dorie i ~~, 0 my confc.ience~ 
Deferves a corner: 'Would, all other women' " 
Could fpeak this wi~Ji as free a foul as I do ! 
My lords, I care not, (fo much I am pa:ppy ' 
Above a number,) ifmy aCtions 
Were try'd by every tongue, every eye faw them. 
Envy and bafe opinion fet againft them s, . 
I know my life fo even: If your bufinefs 
Seek me out 6, and that way I am wife in 7, 

Out wit~ it boldly; • ruth loves, 0l'en dealing: 

1 'Fb.y jhDuld b. good "un; tb.ir affairs as ~igbICDU' :] Being chtl ' . ; •• 
men, 'rhey ihotild be virtuous, 'and every bu6nefs they underl ...Re ~a 
righteous as thei r fJued office: plft al\ hood., &c._ The i.&r .... aD[ ed I­
tor of the fecond folio, not under/l:anding the lioe, fub~ ..-Qted arl for 
'''; 00<\ this capricious alreration (with many othersi';,roduted by the 
£ame hand;) ha. oe 0 adopted by all the modern editors. MALO" E. 

4 AlIlt~.dl "id. 'not monk • . ] CUcullusllqn facit monachum . 5T 1:;& • 

5 En'lly and baflOpini .. ftt againji tbem,] I would lie glad that " .y <v " 
cluGl were in fame pub trial confronted with mine enemies, thate.uvy' 
and cOJ[uptjudgment mIght try their utmon power againitme. JOH NS N . 

En"y in Sbakrpe.re'. age, often 6gn i1iecl, mali". 50 afterwards:. 
" Y e turn tlte good we after into .n'fly,'· · MA~ON:t . 

6 Stt~"'~ OUI,] I belieye ~hat a'rord has dropt out here, and that 
'lie Ihould read- ifyo/lr b"fin.{. Jux "", fpeak, Ollt, and tbat 'Way 1 am 
w ife in: i. e. in tneway thaH can underll.and. "TVJlWIUTT. ' 

Sir W. Black1l:one would l'e'\.d-Jf ' tis your bu6nefs to feek me, &c. 
, , '.' or MALON.E. 

1 _ Q~d tbat 'Way 1 am wife in,] That is, if you come to eumint 
fb. tid; by wh Ich J am the kIng'. wift; ot, if you come to know how 
I have beha.cd as a wife. The meaning, whatever it be, is fa coarrel), 
and unlkilfully expreiTed, that the latter editors have liked nonfenlo 

• better, and contrarily to the ancient and only copy, have p~blilhed. . 
, A nd that 'l"ay 1 Qm wife in. JOHNSO!l. ' . 

" Wei. 

" 
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Wol. rta71!a eft trga It nun/is i1ltt,grilas. "~gi1ta firl. 
nijJima,­

~ Calh. O. good my lord. no Latin 8; 
~ am not filch a truant tince my coming. 

As not to know the language I have liv'd in: 
I A ftrange tongue makes tlly caufe more !lunge. fufpicious; 

Pray, fpeak in Englifb : here are fome will thank you, 
Jf you lpeak truth. for their poor miftrefs' fake; 

; .1> 'lieve me, fue has had much wrong: Lord canlinal, 
°T willing'ft tin. I ever yet committed, 
M be folv~ in Englifh. 

Wo . oble 1aa , • 
I am forry, my integrity ilio d breed~ 
(Anq r~rvice to 4is majefty and you) 9 

So deep fufpicion, where all faith was meant. 
We e not by the way of accufation, 
To' int that honour every good ton~ue bl lfes; 

~ • T to betray you any way to forrow ; 
, ou hlfVe too much, good lady: but to know 

ow you fl:and minded in ~he weighty difference 
Between the king and you; and to deliver. 
Like free and honeft men. our juft opinions~ 
f'i. comforts to your caqfe • • ' ' 

Moj~ hphour'd madam, 
. ' My lor ork,-outofhisnoble nature, 

Zeal and 0 edience he frill bore your grace; 
Forgetting, l~e a good man, your late cehmre 
, th of his truth ana him, (which was tOO far,)­
Offer, as 1 du, in a. fign of peace, 
Jiis feryice. and jlis counft;1. 
~ Catb. To betray me. 

a 0, gootlmy lord, no Latin;] So, Holinilted, p. 90S; 
co Then beton the cardinali to {peake to her in Latine, N aie, go04 

my lord, (quoth ilte) peake to me in Engliilt. " 5n::z vltNs. 
9 And {"",ire to bis majejly and JOII J This line itands fo very au k­

wardly, diat I ,!m inqined 10 think it uo t of itl place. The author 
perhaps wrote, as Mr. Edwuds has {u"eited , 
, " I am forry my integrity fhould breed 

" So deep {u(picion, where all faitb was meant, 
.. And fervice to his majcity and you." MALONI:. 

• - to your ta~f',] Old CopY_lIr caure. Corrected b1 the editor 
pf the fecond folio. M,UONlt. 

F", My 



7% KING -HENRY VJII. 
My lords, I thall : you both for you~ gpo~ wills, 
Ye fpeak like hone/I: men, (pray ~od, e prove fo I) 
But how to mak yl! tuddenry an anfwer, • 
In fuch a point of ,,,eight, fo near mine honour. 
(More near my life, 1 fear,) with my v a~ wit, 
And to fueh men of grayity'and learnjng, 
In truth, I know not. I was fet ~t .work 
Among ~y maids; fulllitde, God knows, l!><>kin~ 
Either for fnch rp.en, or fueh bufinefs. 
For her fake that I have been!, (for t feel 
The laft fit of my greatnefs~ ) good r ~c.es, ' _ . 
Let me have time, a~d equ ,or my caufe; 
AliS! I am a woman, frien lefs, hORclefs. . 

Waf. Mada!ll, you wr?Qg t~e ki.ng's love wfth thefe fr~H ~ 
Your. hope .and fl:1 ~nds are mfimte. . ~. 
~' CaJob •. lll England, 

\But little fllr ~ profit; Can ypu think, lords, \ 
That any Enght~an d~~ giv~ m~ counfeI? ' r ' 
Or be a known {fiend, 'galnft hIS hlghnefs' pleafure. 
(Though ~'e be grown fo defperate to be honeft:,) ' , 
And live a fubjeCt? Nay, forfootn, my friends, , 
They that mutt wei8h out my affliCtions 3, ,,,. 

T hey that ipy truft muil: grow to, l ive not here ; ~ _~ 
Thty are, as all my ~ther co~fort~, far henck.'k 
In 'mine own country, lords. " ~ . 

Gam. I wfi\UI6l, 'your grace 
W~uld !eav~ your griefS, and ,takrlmy counCeI. 
~ Galb. How, fir! 

J I;or her Jtdt tbat 1 baf)t ~ItWJ) for the fake of ~ha~ royalty whic 
J hav.c ~etetofore polrefTed. MAI.ONl!. • 

S ('Tbough ~~ btgrown}. dtf'''Q~t to ht bo,,¢,J] Do you think that 
any Enr,lilhman dare adVICe me; or, if any man Ihould yenture to ad • 
.,ife with honefiy, that he could live? JOHNSON. ' • • 

3 _ weigh out my ajJlililions,] This pnra(e is obfcure. To wtigb 
.~t, is, in modern language, to deliver hy ow Igl,t; but this fenfe can~ 
not be here admitted. To wtigb is likewife to dtlibtrat. "'Oil, to 'on­
jidtr w it" du. aWntion. This may,perhaps, be meant. Or the phrafe, 
10 ""'igb OUI, may lign ify to counterbalallce, to coullt~raEl with equal 
force •• JOHNSON. . . , 

To 'U!tigb out is the fame as to outwtigb. In Machetb, Sha~fpeare 
has ov.rcom' for com. 01lt~. ST~l!V£tI •• 

Cam. 

\ 

J 



I 

KIN G HEN It Y VIII. n 
Cam. Put your main caufe into the king's prote~io~. 

fIe's loving, and moft gracious: 'twill be much 
~oth for your honour berter, aml your caufe f 

or, if die trial of the law 0' ertake rou, 
Vou'll part away difgra<;'d • 
. Wol. He tells you rightly, 
~ Catb. Ye tell me what ye with for Loth,ll\Y ruirp 

~. this your chriftian counfel! out up~n ye ! 
;fi :ven is above all yet i there fits jl ~udge. 
Th t no lcing ~n corrupt. 
C!m~ e . akes us. 
~Cath. The more a 1 . e"'; heIy men I thought ye. 

lJpon my foul, tWo reverend c rdinal virtues; 
But cardinal fins, and holl w hearts, I fear ye: 
Mend the in for thame, ~y lords. h this your comfort? 
'The .. dial ' that ye bring a wretched lady 1 
A w man loft amongye, laugh'd at, fcorn'd? 
I 111 not with ye half my miferies, 
1 ave Ibore charity: But fay, I warn'd ye; 

ake heed, for heaven's fake, take heed, left at once 
The b\!!den 'of my forrows fall upon yeo 

01. Madam, this is a mere diftraClion; 
You rn the good we offer into envy • 

.--' u . • Ye turn me into nothing: Woe upon ye. 
And all falfe profelfors! Would ye have me 
(If you have any juftice, any pity; • 
f you be any thing but churchmen's habits,) 

.. lick caufe into his hands that hates me? 
Alas! e has bani/h'd me his bed already; 
fiis love, too long ago: 1 am old, my lords, 
And all the feIlowfhip I hold now with him 
Is only my obedience. What can happen 
To me, above this wretchednefs l all your ftudiei 
Make me a curfe like this. 
, Cam. Your fears are worfe. 
~ Catb. Have I liv'd thus long-(let me fpeak myfel£, 

~ 'The ",.rt/ham .. f., Yl;] If I mill:ake you, it i. by your fault, not 
mine; for I thought you good. The di(lref. of Catharine might have 
kept her from tlle quibble to which the i. irreliftibJy tempted by tbe word 
'llldin.l. JOHNSON. 

Since 
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Sincl' virtue fi nds no friends,)-a wife, a true one? 
A woman (I dare fay, without vainpgll)ry, ) ,I 
Neverlet branded with fufpi~ion? r -:; 

lIave with all lPY full ~lfechons • l 
Still met the king? lov'd him next heaven? obey'd him~, 
Been, out of fondnefs, fuperilitiQus to him 5? 
Almo{l: fo rgot IJlY prayers to content him? 
And am I thus rewarded? 'tis not well, lords. 
Bring me a conilant woman to her hu:band, 
One that ne'er dream'd a joy beyond his leafure; 
And to that woman, when file 4as o~, ~ . • 
Vet will I add an l1bnpur, ~ grellt patience. ' 

/ 

Wol. Madam, you wan er from the good we ainl at, 
~. Cath. My lord, I dare not make myfelffo guilty~ 

'fo g~vl! up willingly that noble title . 
Your mailer wed me to: nothing but deatq '\ 
Shall e'er divorce my dignities. 

Wol. Pray, hear me. ~ . 
~ Cath. ' Would 1 had never trod thi~ Englilh ear, h 

Or felt th~ ~atteries 'th t grow upon it ! 
Ye have angels' faces 6 » but heaven knows your hearts, 
What will become of me now, wretched lady ~ ~. 
I am the moil unhappy womail living.-

,/.I~~.~-"",, 
$ _ fuper)iliou. 10 him 1J That is, ferved him with _ter1h:lOus at­

ten tion; done more tban was requited. JOH NSON . 

/) r~ ba",e J'fik,f.' jaClS,-] She 'tllay perhaps allude to the 01d jingle 
of Angli and Ang,li. 10HNSON. ' 

. I find tbis jingle in tlie ArraJgnm,nt of Paris, J 584' Thf ~. _~~ .. <!8 

refer tbe difpute about tbe golden apple to the decilion of Diana, who 
fetting afide tbeir refpeCtive claims, awards it to queen Elizabeti(; an~ 
adds: 

" Her people are ycleped an~.{j, 
" Or if I miCs a htter, is the moll:." 

In tbi. pall:oral, as it is called, the queen herfelf may be almoll: faid 
to have been a performer, for at the conclulion of it, Diana gives tIu: 
golden apple into her hands, and the Fates depolit tbeir inlignia at her 
feet. It was preCented before her majell:y by the children of her chapel. 

It appears from the folJowing pallage in Th. Spanijh MafqutradQ, by 
Creene, 1585, that this quibble was originally the quibble of a faint." 
- England, a little iJland, where, as jaint AuguJlin faitb, there be 
people witb ang,1 jaCts, fo the inhabitants have the courage and hearts 
of ')'ODI.': STI:I:U,NS. 

Alas! 

'0 

,. .. 



~ I N ~ H ~ N R Y VIII! n 
;"la~ t poor wenches, where are no v your fortun~s ? 

, ' . " [2"'0 her <V.J0mclI. 
. Shipwreck'p QPon a kingdom, where no pity, 'I - 0 friends, no hope; no kindred weep for me, 

AHnqft, no grave allow'd me:-Like the lilly, 
1 hat once was miRrefs of the field, and fiouriili'd~ 
t' I'll hang my head, and periili. - . 

Wol. ,If your grace . ' ' 
C~ ld but be brOught to know, our ends are honeR, 
Yo d feel more comfort: why iliould we, good lady, 
U port w r ou? alas! our places, 
~'he way of our pt ells... inft i~; 
We are to cure fuch farrows, n t to fow them. 
For goodnefs' fake, confider what you do; , 
How you may hurt yourfelf, ay, utterly , 
Grow '-rom the ki'ng's acquaintance, by this carriage. 
The ;;earts of princes kifs obedience, " 
S~iRuch they love it; but, to ftubborn fpitits, 
TJ,ley f,Jell, and grow as terrible as fiorms. 
I Imow, you have a gentle, noble temper, 
A foul as even as a calm; Pray, think us ' 
Ttwfe we profefs, peace-ma~er5, friends, and ferv:u~ts. 

Ct., . Madam, you'Jl find lt fo. You wro~"Y0ur VIrtue 
~~-lm"'i e weak women's fears. A noble lpirit, 
As yours .\prit into you, ever calls 
Such doubts, as faIfe coin, from it. The kip oves you; 
J.leware, you lofe it not: For us, if you pleaie 
""~_Iilt,.us in your bu'finefs, we are ready 

To ufe our utmoll ftudies in your fervice. 
, !Z: Cath. Do what ye will, my ·lords: And, pray,.for. 

, give me, 
If I have us'd myfelf unmannerly; 
you know, I -am a woman, lacking wit 
T9 make a [eemly anfwer to fuch perfons. 
Pray, do my fervice to his majeH:y : 
He has my heart yet; and fllall have my prayers, · 
While I !hall have my life. Come, reverend fathers, 
Bellow your couJ;lfels on me: ilie now begs, 
:That little thought, when !he fet footing here, 
~he ~oqld h'~~e- bought her dignities fo dear. [Ex,unt. 

SCENE 

.' It.! 
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seE N E II. 

-. 

Al1tu hamher 10 the King'! Apart111enl ~ - 1' 
Enter the Duke ifNoRFoJ.,lC, the Duke of SUFFOLK, Ih~ 

Earl if S lJ B. R E Y, flnd the ~ord Chamberlaiq. 

Nor. If you will now unite in your complaints~ 
And force them 1 with a conftanc:y,. thy cllrdin~l 
Cannot 1l:anq under them: tf you omit 
'fhe offer of this time, I €annot rromife 
Eut that you /hall f!¥lain m ~.g{aq~s. 
With thefe you bear alrea -

Sur. I am joyful 
To meet the lean occa/ion, that may givo me-­
Remembrance of IllY father-in-1I!w J ~c; dukes 
To be reveng'd on him. 

Suf. Which of the pee~s . 
Have uncontemn' d I!:one bv him, or at leaft 
Strangely neglected'S? wh~n did he rega~d 
The ftamp of nobJenefs in any perfon~ 
Out of himfelf9 r 

Cham. My lords, you fpeak your pleafures: 
What he de(erves of you and me, I know; ....,.-.-:_ 
What we can do to him, (though now the til?'; 
G}ves way to us,) I much fear. If you can-Ilo~ 

ar his accHs'to the king, never attempt 
Any thing on him; for he hath a witchcraft; 
Over the king in his tongue. c·· - ·-

NOI', 0, fear him not; 

.7 _ AI/dlorct t~m-] Foret is tnjo"l, U'gl . JOHNSON. 
I _ or at lutfl . 

Strangely neZ/teed 1] Which oj Ibt pttrS bas n,' gont /;J bim til,. 
,tit/ned., "tgltBtd? JOHNSON. 

Un,o"!",,n'd, as I have obferv'd in a note on As YOll liAt iI, mull be ' 
underftood, as if the author ~d writll!=n ntJI contemn'd. See Vol. Ill. 
p. 13.8, n.;'. MALO NE . 

!I _ 'lobm did bt relard 
'Ib. jlamp oj noh/tnt{s ill any perf.n, 
Out of hilllf'lfl] When did bt, however careful to carry his OWIl 

t i;nity to the utmoft heiiht, "zartianydignityojan" Ar t JOHNSON. 

lli3 

·c· 



:lING MBNR Y Vill. 
His fpell in that is out: the king hath fOUIld 
Matter againll him, that for ever mars 
"[he honey of his language. No, he's Cettled, 

. (i.~ot to come Qff • . in hinlifpleafure. 
Sur. Sir, 

, /hQutd be glad to hear fucn news as thi. 
Once every hour. 

,¥or. Believe it~ this is true. 
In ~e divorce, his contrary proceedin s s 
Are \11 unfc 1 ed; wherein he appearsA 
As I wou: Wl .' • 

Sur. How came • 
His praltices to light? 

Suf. Moll frrahgely. 
Sur •• p, how, how? 
Suf. / The cardinal'~ letter to the pope mifcarried. 

.. An '.lame to the eye 0' the king: wherein was n:lld, 
H ow th~ the cardinal did entreat his holinefs 
T CJ fray the judgment 0' the divorce; For if 
It did take place, I do, quoth he, percei'l.'8, 
My king is tatzgled in, affi8itm to 
A {I'-.!aturt of the 'ltl~tn's, lady Aline Bull,II. 

S" -lias the king this 1 
Suf.bl lieve it. 
Sur. Wilt ~his work? 
Cham. The king in this perceives him, 11011'; he coa.tb, 
nd hedges, his own ways. But in this point 
1 ' cks founder, and he brings his phyfick 

After his patient's death; the king already 
Hath married the fair lady. 

Sur. 'Would he had ! 
·Suf. May you be hapl'Y in your with. my lord; 

For, I profefs: rOll ha.ve It. 
Sur. Nowa1 my joy 

I _ colltrary I'rocm/illgJ-] Private pntlices oppofite to bi, publick 
procedure. JOHNSON . 

:> Ar.dhedges, bho'WII'llJQY., To bdg., is to creep along by VIe 
hedge: not to take the dire6l and open path, but to fieal qovertly 
throuih ,jr,umvolutiollS. ]OKNSOl;. 

,Trace 



Trace the con' unCtion 3 ! 
Suf. My amen to't! t" 

Nor. All men's. _ 
Suf. There's order given for her cilronation : -I . 

Marry, this is' yet but young, and may be lett 
'to fome ears unrecounted.-But, my lords, 
She is a gallant creature, and compl:te 
In mind and feature: I perfua~e me, from her 
Will fall fome bleffing to tHis land·, w-hich fuaJl 
In it be memoriz'd" . 

Slir. But, wi!) tlee king -.:;::;~. ~'-"""""" 
Dige£l this letter of the c rdinal's? 
The lord forbid! 

Nor. Marry, Amen! 
Suf No, no; , 

, 
I 

There be more wafps tJiat bili about his nore, ).. 
Will make this £ling the fooner. Cardinal Campenl' 
Is £lolen away to Rome; hath ta'en no leave; r 
Has left the caufe .o' the king unhandled; an<l 
Is poiled, as the agent of our cardinal, 
To fecond all his plot. I do affure you. 
The king cry'd, ha! at thi s. 

Cham. Now, God incenfe him. 
And let him cry, ha, louder I 

Nor. But, my lord; 
When returffs·Cranmer ~ 

, . 

" 

8t1f He is return'd, in his opinIons; whicli 
Have fatisfy'd the king for his divorce, 
Together with all famous colleges 

. -~ 

AlntOft in Chri£lendom S: fuortly, I believe, 

f 
, 

His 

- 1 '1'rllct thaonjundion /] To trllce, is to follow . JoH lIsoll. 
So, in Macbetb: 

" _ all unfortunate {ouls ' 
" That tract him in his Jine.'· STE~VI.NS • 

.. In it be memor; ~ 'd.] To memorize is to make memorable. The 
word has been already ulcd inMllcbttb, ACl: 1. fe. ii. STJ:EVENS. 

5 H e is return'd, in his opinions; 'Wbicb 
Have fatisfy'd tbe Ring for bis divorce, 
'1'ogttber 'Uli/h al/ IlIm.us collegu 
A/mojl i" CbriflmJqm ;] Thus the old play. Tbe meaning is 

this; 

. ~ 

\ 

.. 

,..... 



K I 'N G H ~ N R Y VIII. 
His· fecond marriage lhall be publilh'd, and 
Her coronation. Catharine no more 
S1iall be caU'd, queen; but princefs dowager 

-And widow to prince Arthur. 

J 
Nor. This fame CrQllmer's 

A worthy fellow, and hath ta' en much pain 
In the bng's bufinefs. .. 

EIf!- He has; an·d we lhall fee hIm 
For ~, an archbifhop, ' .. 

Nor. S01"~. 
Suf. '1'15 fo. .~~'---

The cardinal-
• 

E'lter WOLSEY ltnd CROMW»LL. 

Nor, Obferve, obferve, he's moody. 
Wof. 'The packet, CromweU, 

.-. Gave't you the king? 
Crom. ,To his own hand, in his bed-chamber. 
Wol. Look'd he o'the mfide of the paper r 
Crom, Prefently 

He did unreal them; and the lirft he view'd, 
He did it with a ferious mind; a heed 
Was in l\is cou~tenance; You, he bade 
Attend hlm .here this morning. 

Wof. Is he ready 
To come abroad! •• 

" . .Crom. I think, by this he is. 
#' eave me a while.- ' [Exit CROMWELL ~ 

It {hall be to the dutchefs of Alen~on, 

this: Cranmer, fays Suffolk, is returned in bis opinions; i. 1:. with the 
(arne fentiments, which he entertained before he went abroad, ""hic'" 
(fentiments) bll",,,.fatisfitd the Aing, together 'Wilh all the jalr/oMs colleglS 
referred to on the occa.(ion.-Or, perhaps, the pairage (as Mr. Tyr­
whitt obCerves,) may mean-He is relurn'd in effeCt, having fent bis opi­
nions, i. e. the opinions of divines, &c. colleCted by him. Mr. Rowe 
altered thefe lines as follows, and all fucceeding editors have Ji.lently 
adopted his unnecelJary change. 

He is rtturn'd with his opini411', 'Which 
Have fatisfy'd tbe Ring jor his divorce, 
Gath.r'd from a/l the jamous colleges 
A im.) ill Cbrijlend.m. STAI:VUn. 

• i 

'0 . 
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1.:1 N (} viti. 
'rhe Frenell king-'s filler - he thaIl marry her.­
Anne Bullen t 0; I'll no Adfte BuJIens for him i 
There's more in't than fair vifage.-Bullen ! 
No, we'll rio Bullens !.-.:Speedily I wifh 
70 hear trom Rome.- The marchionefs of Pembroke ! 

. Nor. He's difcontonted. 
SIIf. May be. he ]lears the king 

Does whet. his anger to him. 
Silr. Sharp eno.ugh~ 

Lord, for thy juftice ! . 
11'0/. The late queen's ~ " ~ knjght'~ 

daughter~ ' . r . 
To be her miftrefs' miftrefs! the queen's queen!-­
This candle burns not clear: 'tis 1 mut! fnuff it; , 
Then, ont it goes~-"What though I know her. virtuollS~ 
And wcll-deferving 'f yet I know her for ~ 
A Cpleeny LJltheran; and not wholefol!1c to 
Our caufe, that jhe fhould lie i' the b6fom of r, 
Our hard-rlll'd king. A..gajn, there is fp,rllng up 
An heretick, an arch one, Cranmer; one 
Hath crawl'd into the favour of the king, 
And is his oracle. 

Nor . He is vex'd at fomcthlng. • 
Sur. r would, 'twere fomething that wouldfretthe firing; 

The mafter-cord of his heart ~ 
Enter te/King, readingafihedllle 6 ; a"tI LOV1!L. 

Srif. The king~ the king. .J 
Killg. What piles ofwea1th hath he accumul r 

To 

(; Enttr the King, readil/g a fcLedule ; J That the ca~dinal gave tIle' 
king ao inventory of his own private wealth, by millake, and therebi 
l\1ined himfelf, is a known 'variation from the truth~f hillory. Shalt­
(peace, however, has Dot injudioully reprefented the fall of that great 
man, as oWIng tb an incident which he bad' once improved to the de­
fu'uetioo of anoth'er. See Holinfoed, Vol. II. p. 796 and 797. 

" Thomas Ruthall, bi/bop of Durham, was, after the death of king­
Henry VII. ODe of the pri vy councif to Henry VIII. to whom the Icing 
gave in charge to write a book of the whole eftate of the kingdom, &c. 
Afterwards, the king commanded cardinal Wolfey to go to this bi/bop. 
and to brin!: the book away with him.-1:his bi/b"l' having written two 
book, (the one to anfwer the klng's tommand, an4 tht other intreating 

. ~ 



XiNG HB It Y VIII. 
To his own pOrtion f and what expen~ by the hour 
Seems to flow from him! How. i'tbe n.me of thrift. 
DDes he rake this tOfetherl-Now, my lord,; 
Saw you the cardina f 

Nor. My lord. we have 
Stood here obferving him: Some ftrange comlllotioll 
Is in his brain: he bites his lip, and frarts; 
Stops on a fudden, looks upon the ground. 
Then, lays his finger on his temple; ftrarsht. 
Springs out' faft ait; then. ftops agaIn 7. 

Strikes his eat , h~ 2JlPn, he ails 
His eye againft the moon: in m"oft ilr.nge pollllre$ 
We have feen him fet himfelf, 

Ki.ng. It may well be; . 
There is a mutmy in his mind. -This morning 
Papers of ftate he fent me to perufe, 

.. As I requir'd; And, wot you, .what I found 
There; 0 my confCience, put unwittingly I 
Forfooth. an inventory, thus importing.­
The feveral parcels of his plate, his treafure .. 

of hi! own private afJ .... ir~) ~id bind them both after one rort in vellum. 
&c. Now, when the c:uain.\ came to demand the book due to the 
king, the bilhop unadvifedly commanded bl s {ervant to bring him the 
book bound In white vellum; lying in his ftudy, in {uch a place. The 

• {crvant accordingly brought forth one of the book. {o bound, being the 
book intreating of the ftate of the bithop, &c. The c !IIinal havi~ 
~l, e book, went from the bithop, and afier, (in his ftudy by niaifelf) 
uf: ':,~. . g the contents thereof, he greatly rejoiced, having now 

. occafion w~ h he lonr; fought for) oft'ered uto him, to bring the 
bifhop into the king's dilg"raoe • 

.. Wherefore be went forthwith to the king, ilelivere4 tbe bool: int 
his hands, and briefly infonned hi r . of the contents thereof; putting 
further into the king's hea~ thlt .:t any time he were deftitute of 
11 mafs of mOney, hi thould not need to feek ·further therefore than to 
the coffers of the bithop. (}f all which when the bithop had intelli.­
gence, Bee. he was ftricken with {uch grief of th~ fame, that be thortly. 
through extreme forrow, ended his life at London, in the year of ehria: 
152. 3- After which, the cardinal, who had lOll, before gaf ed afur his 
bi/hoprick, in lingular hope to attain thereunto, had now his with ill 
effeCt." Bec. STJ:J:VEN5. . 

7 _ theil/flop, "I";II,] Sallull defcribing the dillurbed ftateofCata­
line's mind, takes notice of the fame clrcII!DftaI1Ce._H citullJloclo, mode 
::ardus incefius." STU;YIiIU. 

VOL. VII. G Rich 
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8~ KIN G HEN R Y . VIII; 
Itich ftuffs. and ornaments of houlbold; which 
I find at fuch proud rate, that it out-fpeaks 
Polfeffion of a fubjeCl. 

N or. It is heaven's wilI; 
Some {pirit put this paper in the packet~ 
To ble{s your eye withal. . \ 

King. Ifwe did think 1 
His contemplation were above the earth, 
And fix'd on fpiritual objeB:, he fhould iiill 
D~vell .in ~s mufings; but, 1 am afrai~ ... . 
HIS thmkings aretbelow ~e ~.<J{ worth ' 
His {erious confidering. 
[He takes his fiat; and 'WbiJpers Lovel, who goes 10 Wolfey. 

W·ol. Heaven forgive me !­
Ever God blefs your highnefs ! 

K i1Jg. Good my lord, 
You are full of heavenly iluff, and bear the inventory 
Of your beft graces in your mind; the which , 
You were no~v running o'er: you have fcarce time 
To fte al from fpiritual leifl~re a brief fpan, 
T o keep your earthly audit: Sure, in tha. 
I deem you an ill hulband; and am glad 
To have you therein my companion. 

"Vol. Sir, 
For holy offices I have a time; a time 
To think upon the part of bufinefs, whidt 
I bear i'the !late; and nature does require 
Her times ofpreferv:nion, which, perforce,., - ~ 
I her frail fon, amongft my breth'ren mortal, 
Muft give my tendance to. 

KitJf.' You have faid well. 
Wo. And ever may your highnefs yoke together, 

As I will lend you caufe, my doing weU" 
With my well faying! 

Killg. 'Tis well faid again; 
And 'tis a> kind of good deed, to fay well : 

, And yet words are no deeds. My father lov'd you: 
He [aid, he did; and with his deed did crown 
His word upon you. Since I had my olfice, 
I have kept you next my heart; have not alone 

Employ'd 
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KING HENRY vnt. 
EniptoY'd you where high profits might come home, 
But par'd my tHent avings, to beftow 

. My bounties upon :You. 
Wof. What £hould this mean? 
Sur. The Lord increafe this bufinefs ! 
K illg . Have I not made you 

[Afide. 

'The prime man of the frate? I pray you, tell me, 
If what I nmv pronounce, you have fOlind true: 
And. if you may confefs it, fay withal, 
1 f you are h.tlu~d to us, or no. What fa y you? 

Wol. My fo;erl?Fg'i\, ~ con efs, yo royal graces, 
Shower'd on me daily, have ~een more, than could 
My ftudied purpofes requite; whicli went 
Beyond all man's erideavours8 :-my endeavours 
H ave ever come too £hort of my deIires, 
Yet, fil'd with my abilities 9 : Mine own ends 
Have been mine fo, that evermbre they poiuted 
To the ~ood of your moft facred perfdn, arid 
The profit of the frate. For your great graces 
Heap'd upon me, poor undeferver, I 
Can nothing render but allegiant thanks; 
My prayers to heaven for you; my loyalty, 
Which ever has, and ever £hall be growing, 
Ti 11 death, that winter, kill it. 

King . Fairly anfwer'd; 
A loyal and obedient fubjeCl: is -

. \. Tj.erein ill uftrated: the hOllour ofit 
I50et y.; the aCl: of it; .as, i'the contrary, 
The foulnefs is the punifilment . I prefumc, 
That, as my hand has open'd bounty to you, 
My heart dropp'd love , my power rain'd honour, more 

8 fltj ond all "tIm', endeavours :-] The ferife , is, my purpoftl went 
beyond all human endeavour. r purpofed for your honour more than it 
falls wi thin the compafs of man', nature to attempt. JOHNSON • 
• J am rather inclined to think, th at 'Which refers to "royal graces"; 
which, fa ys WolfeI', no human endeavour could requite. MA LON!:. 

9 ret, /it'd w ith my abiliti.,:] My endeavours, though Ids than mt 
deft res, have fii'd, tlult is, have gone an equal pace with my abilitie •• 

So, in a preceding fcene : 
}OHI'ISON. 

" -fr •• , but i. that file 
" FYh." vtbers Iei/flep. w ith me." 

G Z On .. ,-



IN G HE'NIl Y VttlJ . 
On YOIl. than aIif; fO'your hand, anci'heart, 
Your brain. and fjvery f'llJtfion qf)lOllf power, 
Should. notwithfiandlDg that your t>cadof duty'. 
As 'twere in loye's partiO!J art be mor~ 
';Co me, your fnenfl.~~1l any. 

(Pof. I do profefs. 
That fo :owr highnefs' good I ever tabour'd 
More tSan 'mine own; tIlat am, have, and will be~. 
Though all the world ihould crack their duty to you, 
And throw it from their foul; though perjls !lid 
Abound, as thick aSehought coul",~ .. t1lem, and 
Appear in forms more horrP'd; yet my duty ~ 
As doth a rock againfr the chiding flood 3, 

Should the approach of this wild river break, 
.And frand unfhaken yours. 

King. 'Tis nobly (poken: ..... 
Take notice, lords, he has a loyal bl'cafr,. 
For you have feenhim open't.-Read o'er this; 

[Gi'Ving him paper.;. 
And, after, this: and then to breakfalt,. with 
What appetite you have. 

[Exit King, /rOVJning upon Cardinal Wolfer: the 
Nohies throllg after him, cwhiJPering"aRd/miling. 

I _ not'Withflanding that your bond of duty,] • Befides ':he general 
bond of duty, by which you are obliged to be If loyal and Dbedi"'t j"bj.E1, 
YOIl owe a parti";"r devotion of your{elf to me, as your parti,,,lar 
henefaaor. JOHNSON. 

~ - that am, ha'fJe, ana 'Will he. J I {uppo(e, the meaning is, ~ 
filch /I man, I am, have been, and will t'Vtr be.. Our author liaa many 
hard and forced exprefiions in his plays; but many of the hardn~(fes ia 
the piece before us appear to me of a different colour from thofe of 
Shakfpeare. Perhaps, however, a line foUowing this has been 111ft; for in 
the old copy there i. no ftop at the end of this line; and indeed I have 
(ome doubt whether a comma ought not to be placed ~J it, rather than 
a full point. MALON i. 

,. .AI dDtb a rock againft tbtchidingflood,] So, in our ."thor's J'l6," 
Sonnet: 

" - it is an ever-fixed mark, 
" That looks on tempe!ls, and is never lIIakeB." 

The chiding /load is the refounding /load. So, in the verfel in cotl\­
mendation of our author, by J. M. S. prelilted to the folio, J6p: 

<r _ there play, a fair 
" But chiding fountOlin." 

SeealfoVol. V. p. 502.. n . 7' MALONE. 
" IUe. vehltpclagi rupc5iDUllota, reJiftit." lEn. VII. 586. S. w .. 

W,l .. 
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KING HENR Y VIn.' 
'Wol. What fhould this mean? 

What fudden anger's this? how have I reap'd it? 
.He parted frowning from me, as if ruin 
Leap'd from his eyes: So looks the chafed lion 
Upon the daring huntfmim that has aU'd him; 
Then makes him nothing. I muft read this paper; 
I fear, the ftory of .ais anger.-'Tis fo; 
This paper has undone me :-'Tis the account , 
Of all that world of wealth I have drawn together 
FC1t" mine own ends ;. indeed, to gain t~e popedom, 
And f~e my frIends 1n 'Rome. 0 ne bgence, 
Fit for a fool to fan by! Wh t crofa devil 
Made me put this main feeret in the packet 
I fent the king 1 Is there no way to cure this? 
No new device to beat this from his brains? 
J know, 'twill ftir him ftrongly; Yet I know • 
A way, if it take right, in fpight of rortune 
Will bring me off again. What's this-q"o thl POj" 
The letter~ as I live, with all the bulinefs 
I writ to his hoHnefs. Nay then, farewel! 
I have touch'd the higheft point of all my greatnefs; 
And, from that full meridIan of my glory, 
I hafte now 'to my fetting I I fuall fall 
Like a bright exhalation in the evening, 
And no man fee me more. 
R,-enter the Dukes if NORFOLK lind SUFFOLK, the Earl 

.. " • ifSu R R£Y, and the Lord Chamberlain. 
Nor. Hear the king'! p1eafure, cardlnal: who com; 

mands yau 
To render up the great feal prefently 
Into our hands; and to .confine yourfelf 
To Ather ho.-fe., my lord of Winchefter's 5, 

Till you hear further from his highnefs. 
4 'I. Ather hou[t,J This, as Mr. Warner has obfen'ed, was the ancient 

name of Elber; as appears from Holin/hld:" -and everie man took tbeir 
horfes and rode frrait to Afber.'· HofinfbuJ, Vol. II. p. 909'. MALON!:, 

5 - ml.!ord of Winc/ltJltr',,] Sbakfpeare forgot thatWol(ey 13' 
himfc1f blthop o(Wincbefter: unlefs he meant to fay, you mull con6ne 
your(elf to that houfe which you po/Jds u bithop ofWinchefter. Ather, 
"ear Hampton Court, was one of the houfn belonain, to that bj. 
Jhoprick. MALo.N &. 

G3 Wol. 



16 . K J N G H EN R y. VU!. 
Wof. Stay, 

Where's your commiffion, lords? words cannot carry 
Authority fo weighty · . ' 

Suf. Who dare crofs thell! ? 
Bearing the king's will from his mouth exprefsly ? 

"'{/ol. Till I find more than will, or words, to do ib, 
(I mean, your malice,) know, officious lords, 
J dare, and muft deny it 6 • Now I feel 
Of what coarfe metal ye aremould~d,-envy. 
How eagerly ye follow my difgraces, ( 
As if it fed ye r and how fleek and wanton 
Ye appear in every thing fuay bring my ruin? 
Follow your envious courfes, men of malice; i 

y' ou have chriftian warrant for them, and, no doubt, 
In time' will find their fit rewards. That (eal, 
You ark with fuch a violence, the king, , 
(Mine, and your maller,) with his own hand ga\'e me: 
pade me enjoy it, with the place and honours, 
During my life; and, to confirm his goodnefs, 
Ty'd it by letters patents: Now, who'll take it ? 

Sur. TIle king, that gave it. 
Wol. It mull: be himfelf then . 
Sur . Thou art a proud traitor, priel!:. 
Wol. Proud lor(i, thou lieft; 

Within thefe forty hours Surrey durfi: be tter 
Have bu,nt tn t tongue, than {aid fo . 

Sur. Thy ambition, -
Thou fcarlet fill', robb'd this bewailing land 
Of noble Buckingham, my father-in-l aw: 
The heads of all thy brother cardinals, 

• - Jo weighty.l The editor of the third folio changed 'Weigbty to 
mighty, and all\?e i'uQfequent editors adopted his capriQous alteration. 

{, Till / fi nd more t ban 'Will, or 'Words, to do it, 
(/ mean, yo';r Ina/iet,) Anow, &c.] Wolfey had raid : 
2 w ords CDnnot carr) 
Au tbority J~ mlgbty . 

MA I. ONI; , 

To wh ich they reply: Who dqre(rojs tbem? &c. 
WolCey, anCwering them, continues hi. own (peech: Till / find mQrt 
t/tQn 'U'illor 'Words, (1 mean more than your maLicious will and w'ords,) to 
,. if; that i ~ , t . carry at/tbority fo migbty; I ",ill ClCJlY to return what 

, the king has given me. JOHNSO • 

(With 



K tN'U H-E N R Y -VIII. 
(With thee, ap.d ltll thy,beftparts bound together,) 
Weigh'd not a hair_o(his. Plague of your policy! 
Y DU fent me deputy for IreJand ; 
Far 'from his fuccourj from the king, from all 
That might have mercy on the fault thou gav'ft him; 
Whilll your great goodnefs, out of holy pity, 
Abfolv'd him with an axe. 

~ Waf. This, and all elfe • 
\This talking lord can lay upo~ my credit. 
~c;.r, is moll falfe. The duke by law 
Found his defer : how innocent I was 
From any private malice in hi end, .. 
His noblq'jury -and foul caufe can witnefs. 
If I lov'd many words, lord, I ilioulJ tell you, 
XdU have as little honefty as honour; 
That, in the way of loyalty and truth 
Toward the king, my ever royal mafier, 
Dare mal;e a founder man than Surrey can be, 
And all that love his follies. 

Sur. By my foul, 
Your long coat, prieft, proteas you; thou lhould'll feel 
My fword j'the life-blood of thee elfe.-My lords, 
Can ye endpre to hear ellis arrogance 1 
And from this fellow [ lfwe1iv~ thus tamely, 
To be thus jaded " by a piece of fcarlet, 
Farewell nobility; l~t hIS grace go forwar 
\.nd dare us with his cap, like larks 7. 

It1J .< All goodnefs 
Is poifon to thy fiomach. 

Sur. Yes, ~hat goodnefs 
<?f gleaning all the land's wealth into one, 

• 'To b. tbu, jqJtd-) To be abufed and ill treated, like. worthlef. 
horfe , or p~rhaps to be ridden by a priefi ;-to have him mounted above 
" • • MALONl: • 

• 7 And dare u, with bi, tllp' Ii •• larks.] It is well known that the 
hat of a cardinal is fcarlet; and the method of darin, larka was \>1 
fma ll mirrors (aftened on fcarlet cloth, which engaged the attention 0 

there birds while the fowler drew his net over them. 
T·he fame tbought occu.s;n Skelton's Why COlll'Jtll., to Cou,, ! i. f. 

a fatire on Wol~ y: 
.. The red hat with his lure 
'! Bringeth all thinss under cure." STE E VII.H4. 

G ... Into 



88 K t q HEN R Y VIII, 
Into your own hinds, ea,rdinal, by ext, rtipn; 
The goodnel5 of your intercepted packets, 
You writ tel the pope agaiqfl: 'the king: y.our goodnelt.. 
Since yOIJ provoke me, {hall be Jlloft notoriou$.~ 
My lord of Norfolk,-as you are trlily noble, 
As you refpea the cottunon good, the fiate 
Of our defpis'd nobility, our iffues, 
Who ", ifhe live, will fcaree be ~entletnen,­
produce the grandium of his fins, the r~cles 
ColleCted from his life :-1'11 ftartle you I 

W orfe tha.n the facring bell 8, when the bfown WC"\ch 
Lay kiffing in your arms, IGrd cardinal. 

Waf. ' How much, methinks, I cO\lld defpife thla man~ 
But that I am bound in charity againft it ! 

Nor. Thofe llrticles, my lord, arc in the king's hand ' 
But, thus much, they are foul ones. 

Waf. So much f .. irer, , 
And (pptlefs; lhaU mirte innoc~nce arife, 
When the king kn9ws tj'Iy truth. ' 

$u,. This canno~ fave you: 
I thank my memory, f yet remember 
Some of thefe articles i and Qut ~hey Ihall. 
Now, if you can blulh, and cry guilty, cardinal, 
You'lllhew a little honelo/: ' 

Wol. Speak on, fir; 
I 'dare your W\1,.ft objeCtions: if I bl ulh, 
It is, to fee a nobleman-want'1llallners. . 

Sur. I'd ra0er want th.ofe, than my head. Haye-:ityo~, 
Firft, that, WIthout the klng's affent, or knowledge, 
You wrought to be a legate; by which power 
You maim'd the jutifdiilion of all bilbops. 

NQr: Th~n, tllar. in all you writ to Rom;., or eIfe 

• Who,-l Old Copy-lPbom. CorreCted in the fecond folio. MA L ON Z. 
• Worf. ibflft the {acrlng bell,_] The little bell, which i. rung tei 

give aotice of the Hoft approaching when it i. carried in proceffion, at 
al{o ip o~her offices of the Romilb church, is called the facri"l Or tllI­
f~cration bell; from the French word, jt""':' THEOBALD • 

• So; in Reginald Scott', DifCfYfJ ry of Witchcraft, J 584: "He 
heard a little fa,,:;,,, bell ring to the efevation of. t". morrow mafl.'; 
The now obfolete verb to facrl, is uCed by P. Holl lid in his ttanllation 
of Pliny's Nllt.liijl. B. X. th. vi. STI:IUNS. 

T~ 
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To foreign princes, ~gD et Rex /lftlls 
Was ftill infcrib'd; in which you brought the king 
To be your fervant. 

Suf. Then, that, without the knowledge 
~ither of king or council, when you went 
Ambalrador to the emperor, you mad bold 

.'To cal;T}' into flanders the great feal. 
Sur. Item, you fent a large commiffion 

To Gr gory de CaJfalis, to conclude, 
, : ... the kingts will, or the ftate's al1owance~ 

A leagjbetwe n his highnefs and Ft;jrara. 
Suf.· hat, out of mere ambo ion, you have caus'd 

Your hoI hat to be ftamp'd on, the king's coin. 
Sur. Then, that you ~ave fent innumerable fubftanc~ 

(By what means got, I leave to your own confcience.) 
To furnifh Rome, and to prepare the ways 
You have for dignities; to the mere undoing II 
Of all th& kingdom. Many more there are; 
Which, [mee they are of you, and odiQlls, 
I will not taint my mouth wit'h. 

Cham. 0 my lord, 
Prefs not a falling man too far; 'tis virtue :, 
His faults lie open to the laws; let them, 
Not you, correa him. My heart weeps to fee him 
So little of his great felf. 

Sur. I forgive him. -
S"f. Lord cardinal, the king's further pleafure is,­

lJec"lf [erall thofe things, you have done oflate 
By your power legatine within this kingdom, 
Fall into the compafs of apreemunire 1,_ 
That therefore fuch a writ be fu'd againft yQll; 
To forfeit all your goods, lands, tenement$~ 
Chattels, ancfwhat{oever.., and to be 

Out 

• \) _ t~ tbt mere UIlJ~jllg-J Mere is abColote. So, in the Hontjl 
Man's F'Drtu/u, by lJ. and Fl~l'Cher: 

.. '-- I am as happy 
" In my friend's good, as if 'twere me"', mine." STEElv. 

See V'OI. J'. p. 7, n. 3. MALONE. 

1 - Df a praemunire,) Itis almolt unnecelTaryto ob(erve t11atprltm""jrl 
1& a batbarou~ word ufed inll-tad of prtZmDllere. STEEVEi'll. 

... ~ Chattels, alld 'UJbatjol'Vtr,J The old copy has Cajllt1. The, e­
mendation 
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s Ki NG VIII. 
Out of the king's proteCtion :-T is 'is my charge. 

Nor. And fo we'll leave YOLl to your meditations 
How to live better. For your 1I:ubb.orn anfwer, 
About the giving back tlt~-great (~'aI , to us', 
The king JhaU know it, and, no doubt, flu ll thank yon. 
So fare you well, my little good lord cardinal. 

[Exeunt all but Welfey. 
Waf. So farewell to the Jittle gt)oq you bear me. 

Farewell, a long farewell, to all my greatnefs ! 
This is the "f1:ate of m n; To-day he puts forth ( .. ' 
The tender lea-ves oihopel, to-morrow bl&roms, " 
And bears his blufhing hontJurs thick upon him: / 
The third day, comes a froll:, a killing froft ; ~ 
And,-when he thinks, good eafy man, full furely 
His greatne(s is a ripening,-lLips his 100t 4 , . 

And then he falls, as I do. I have ventur'd, 
Like little wanton boys. that (wim on bladders, 
This many (ummers in a (ea of glory; 

mendation was made by Mr. Th.ohaJd, and is, I thjDk~ (ully jullifi · <J 
by the parra e io H"lina..ed's Chronicle 00 Ivhieh hiS is fouoded; 1, . 
w hieh it i< obfcrv.ble rhat the word tbaml. is fpelt tllt/els, which 
-night have b.en &1ily confounded with cajll .. : II After th is, in the 
kings bellch his matter for the prtl!nlunir< being call~d u?on, two .tro,­
nie~ which he had autborif~d by hi. warr~nt lillned witb his 0\ ' 11 hand , 
coofelfcd the "c'tion, nnd fo had judgement to t"orfeit all hi, lande, ten r. 
mt:nts, goods, and .alle/" and to be put out of the king', protection." 
CHRON. '{uLl! • . 909 . MALONE. 

j 'Tbis is/b. jlare 01 man; ro.d'1 he puts forth 
'Tbe tender leaves of bopt, &'c. J SD, in our 2uthDr's ~5lh S II 

.. Greatpri"".'IIJ"'o. ri/tl tbeir fair lea"", fpread , 
" But as the marigold i .. the fun', eye j 

" And in themfelve. their pride lies buried, 
" For at G fro wn they in their g'Dry die-" 

4 _ nip. Lis r09t.] "As fpring . fruits are not injurious to the rooh 
of fruit- trees," D,'. Warbu rton reads-jhODI. Such. capricious al­
terations I am fometi mes obliged to mentiON, merely to introduce the 
nDtes of tho fe, who, w!lile they have the\vn them to be unneceJTary, have 
iUuftrated Our author. MAL ONE . 

ernal frofts indeed do nDt kill the 'oot, but then to "ip the jb~o/, 
does not k ill the tree or make it fall . The metaphor will not in eitl.er 
reading eorrefpDnd exafr y with nature. JOK N ON . 

I adhere to the Did realing, which is countenanced by the foLlowin , 
rnllbge in A. fV's C.mmt~,u,ljon 0ICa!cDign, and bi! p~tji .. : . 

" And frofts (0 mp Ibe rDDlts of vertuous-melUlins mll)ds. " 
Sec Cafe.ignis ,Pork), ISS7. STUVEN S. 

Bu 
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But far beyond my depth: my high. blown pride 
At length broke under me; and now.ha left me .. 
Weary, and old withfervice, to the mercy 
O f a rude ll:ream, that mull: for ver hide me. 
Vain pomp, and glory of this rId, I hate ye; 

j! feel my heart new open'd: 0 how wretched 
Is t1'l a"'!) poor man, that hangs on princes' I'a"ouf3! 
Thel'q is, betwixt that fmile we wquld afpire to, 

hat I' eet :lfpeClofprihces, and their ruinS, 
• lVlOrt:')otogs and t; aI's [han wars or women have; 

And w n he fa s, he falls like 1. cit;)l' C!. 
Neyer i hope again.- . 

Enli!r CRO H. L L. QIIlQ::r.tdly. 
Why, how now, .Cromwell ? 

C,·om . 1 have 110 power to fpeak, fir. 
T1'ol. whilt, all\az'd 

At my tWsfortun.es? can thy (£irit wonde" 
A gren.t man fhould ~e~Iine? Nay, an you weep. 
1 am fallen Indeed, 

Crom , How does your grace ? 
lrol. Why, well j 

NcverCo truly 1,.1pPY, my good Cromwell. 
I know myfe1f now j and 1 feel withio me 
A peace above all earthly dignities. 
A Hill lind quiet confcience, TIle king hw ur'd me, 
I humbly thank his grace ; and from thefe ihouldt'n., 
Theft: ruin'd pillars. out of pity, taken 
A load would fink a navy, toO much honour : 

5 _ and Ib,i , ,.in,) That is, their difplea(ure, producing tIle d"wa. 
fall and r.in of him on whom it lights. So before: 

" He parted frov,lJn;flg from me, al jf ruin 
" Leap'<f'from his ,>,ts," MALONE . 

6 Anti wben be falls, b. falls !'le Luc!fer.) So, in Churthy.rd', L'ltnli 
",Cordina/Wolf'y, MII .OUR ~OR MAOlSTRATXS'. JS87; 

" Y"ur lault not hal{ fo gl'cat •• WDl my pride, 
" For which oftence f,1I Lucifer from the l1<.ic. ," MALO .. . 

In the Lift and D.alb oj'l'bo",a, Wolf" , &c, • poem, by Tho. Sto«r. 
ftudent of Chri/l.church, in Oxford, J 599, the cardInal cxprdfe. him. 
{elf in a m.nDer fomewhat Gmilar : 
• " If once we fall, we f.ll CoJofTu,.Jike, 

" We (All at once like pillara of the funne," &c, ST.EI! VENI. 

0, 'ti 
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0, 'tis burden, Cromwell, 'tic a burden. 
Too heavy for a man that hope tOr heaven. 

Crom.l am glad, your grace has tUde that right nre ofit. 
Wol. I hope, I have: I am able now. methinks, 

(Out of a fortitude of(oull feel,) 
To endure more mireries, and great-er far, 
Than my weak-hearted enemies dClJ'e offer. 
What news abroad 1 

Crom. The heavie(l, and the worff:.. 
Is your difpleafure with the king. 

,r ''-f 
\ 

Wol. God blefsJrim 1 (J 

Crom. The next is, that fir Thomas More u 1' thof.l\ 
Lord chancellor in your place. 

Wol. That's fomewhat {adden: 
Bat 11e's a learned man. May he continue 
Long in his highneCs' favour, and do juftice 
For truth's Cake, and his conCcience; that his bolies. 
When he has run his coune, and fieeps in bleffi('gs, 
May have a tomb of orphans' tears wept on 'em 7 ! 
What more 1 

Crom. That Cranmer is return'd with wekome. 
Inftall'd lord archbifuop of Canterbury. 

Wol. That's news indeed. 
Crom. Laft, that the lady Anne, 

Whom the king hath in Cecrecy long marry'd, 
This day w:; vlew'd in open, as his queen, 
Going to chapel; and the voice is now 
Only about her coronation. 

7 - a to .. " if orphans' tla,. wept 0" 'em!J The chancellor i. the 
cefteral guardian of orphans. A tom6 if itars II very harth, JOHNSOlf. 

This idea will appear not altogether indefenlible to thofe who recol­
lea the following epigram of M artials 

Flll/tih", Heliadum rami. dum vipera (erpit, 
Fluxit in obftantem (ueclna gutta fcram, 

~IC dum miratur pingui (e rore teneri, 
Concreto nguit vintla repente gelu. 

Ne tibi re&a1i placeas, Cleopatra, fepulchro, 
. Vipera Ii t"."ID nobiliore jacet. , 

The Hdiades certainly wept a tomb of tears over the yiper. STU!T. 
The old copy has-on him. The error, which probably arofe f,om 

fimilitude of fouods" was correaed by Mr. St:eeVClIS. MALON II . 

Wol. 
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WDI. There was the weight that pull'd me down. 

Cromwell, 
,The king has gone beyond me, all my glories 
In that one woman I have loft for ever: 
No fun {hall ever u{her forth mine hopours, 

I ~ ild again the noble troops that waited 
( po fmiles 8. Go, get thee from me, Cromwell s 
• I am a oor fallen man, unworthy now 
~~ be t lord and mafter: Seek the king; 
Tha-~~~. ', I pray, may never fet! I have told him 
What, a how t"tue thou art: he will apvancc thee; 
Some littl memory of me will fUr him, 
(I know h noble nature,) not to let 
Thy hopeful fervice peri{h too: Good Cromwell, 
NegleCt him not; make ufe now, and provide 
For thine own future fafety. 

Cro11t , 0 my lord, 
Mufl: I theA leave you? muft I needs forego. 
So good, fa noble, and fO'true a maf1:erl 
Bear witnefs, all that have not hearts of iron, 

• 0, gild lila;. tbe ".bi. troop, tbat OJaiud 
Up."",y j_UtI,] The Dumber of perfon. who compofed Cardinal 

W\>lfey'. houthold, according to die priMed account, was eight hun-
_ dred. "When (fay. Cavendilh, ) in bit Life of Wolfey, 1I1111 e fcC! 

any mO~ fuch fubjelh, that lh.J.l keepe fuch a noble bouCe !-Here ia 
an elld' of hi' houOlold, The number of perfon. in e cheyne.roll 
{check-roll] ere eigbt hUlldred perfonl." 

But CavendiOI', work, though written in the time of Q!!.een Mary, 
was not publithed till 164J ; and it was then printed moll unfaithfully, 
(ome patTage. being interpolated, near half or the Mf. ~ing omitted, and 
the phrafeology being modernifed throughout, to make it mor 1e3d­
:ij)le at that time; the covert object of the publication probably havint; 
been, to render Laud odious, by /hewing how fir chllrcb-power had been 
xtended by Wolf.,-, and how dangerous that prelate was, wbo, in the 

opinion of roany, followed hi. example.-The perCon. who procured 
t his publication, (eem to have been little folicitou, about the meanl 
th employed, if they could but obtain their end; and therefore 
among otber unwarrantable fophillications, they took ure that the 
number "or troop. who waited on Wolfey" (miles," /hould be fuf­
ficiently magnified; and inllead of Dn' bund",J and eigblJ, which WII 
the real number of his hou/hoJd, they printed eigbt bu"d"d. Thi. 
appears frorn two M(s. of this work in the Mufeum; Mf •• Harl. 
NQ. 4:1.8, anel Mf •• Bircb, 4:1.33- M,,,,"ON~. 

With 



, . K. IN G . a B N_R Y VIII. 
With wIlat a (OtrIlW Crom ell leaves his lord ...... 
The king fl'Iall have my fervice; but my prayers 
For ever, and for ever, fhall be yours. 

Wol. Cromwell, I did not think to fhed a tear 
In ~Il my miferies; but thou haft forc 'd me, 
Out of thy honeft trutb, to play the woman. , 
Let's dry. our eyes: and thus far hear me .. ; crorillv~JJI , ' 
Al1d,~~vhen I am forgotten, ~s ~ ihall De; 
And (Jeep in dull cold marble, where 110 mention " • 
Of me more mult be heard of,-fay, I taugb t tb~ 
Say, Wolfey,-that once trod the ways v:f glory~ 
And founded a11 d\e dep~s and fhoals of honotyr, ...... 
,Found thee a way, out of hi s wreck, to .ife in " 
A fure and fafe one, though·tbY' mailer mifs'd it. 
Mark but my fall, and thai: tbat ruin 'd me. 
C romwell, I charge thee, fling away ambition!>; 
By that fin fell the angels, how can man then, 
The image of his Maker, hope to win by't! .. . 
Love thy/elf I aft : cheriili thOfe heal ts that hate thee; 
Cornlptio n wins nOt more than hondly. 
StiJ I in thy right hand carry gentle peace, . 
To filence envious tongues. ·!Se juft, and t£ar not: 
Let all the ends, thou aim'ft at, be thy country's, 
Thy God's, anci truth's; then if thou fall'p':, 0 Cromwelf, 
Thou faWft a bJeffed martyr. Serve the k:ng; 
And,-Pr') ee, lead me in : 
There take an inventory of ail I have, 
To the Iaft penny; ',tis the king's: my robe, 
And my integrity to heaven, is all 
I dare now call mine o\\'n . 0 Cromwell, Cromwell, 
Had 1 but ferv'd my God with half the zeal ' 

I ferv'd 
9 - Jli.g IHOtly ambition j J Wo}(ey does not menn 0 condemn every 

kind of ambition; for in ,I pretfding line )0 fays he will inftruct 
,om well how to rife, and in th e fub requent lines he eviden: ly <on-

1irl~rs ,hill) as a man in otlice: ,. -then if tbou fall'jl," &c. Ambirt.1I 
h ere mfans a criminal 'Dd inordinate ambition, that endeavours to ob­
t.in honours by dilhoneil: mean.. MA LO" 1:. 

I Had I but !"",'d my God, It"",] This fentepee was really uttered 
by Wolk)'. JOHI'ISO "' . 

When S.mr.h, the deputy go\'en or of Baror.h, Was d<!pofed by 
¥v~wiyaD the Ul<tD caliph, he i& reported to h.ve exprefs'd bimfeU ill 

lh~ 
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I ferv'd my king. he would not in mine age 
Have left me naked to mine enemies. 

Cn7ll. Good fir, have pati nee. 
rrol. So I have. Farewell 

9> 

The hopes of court ! my hopf's ip heaven do dwell. 
[E.wulrt. 

CT IV. SCENE 
A Strut in Weftminfter. . 

i nter two Gentlemen,. muting. 
Yau are well met once again ~. 

2. Gen . So are you. 

I. 

I. Gen . You come ,to take your nand here, and behold 
The lady Anne pafs from her coronation: 

2. Gen. 'Tis all my bufinefs. At our lall: encounter, 
The dulr.,e of Buckingham came from his trial. 

I. Gen. 'Tis very true: but that time offer'd (arrow ; 
This, general joy. 

2. Gell. 'Tis well: the citizens, 
I am fure. ha'lle {hewn at full their royal mind 3 ; 
As, let them have lheir rights. they are e r for ard 

In 

tb arne manner :-<' If I had ferved Cod fo well as have ftrved bim, 
h. would never have condemned me to all eternity." 5, ~EVf!N' . 

Antonio Pelet, the favourite of Philip the eeond of Spain, made 
the fame pathetick complaint: "Mon zel. ecoit Ii grand vers eel be­
"ignes puilfanees [I. cour de Turin], que Ii j'tn eulre eu autant pour 
Vieu,je nc doubte point qu'il ne m'cut deja recompensE de fon paradis." 

MAI. O P'. 

This was a ftrange fentenee for Wolfey to litter, who wa' difgraced 
for tl bafcft treachery to hi s killG, in tbe aft'air of the divorce: but 
it !hews hbw l 3tural1y men endeavour to palliate their trime. even to 
themfelves. MA SON . 

__ ,. - Q,,(I IIgai".] Alluding to their former meeting in the (econd alt. 
J OH .01'1. 

l - /0';' royal mind.;) i. e. their minds well a/felled to their king. Mr. 
Pope unneceITarily changed this word to 10Jol. In K. H''''J II'. P. 11. we 
have" rOYlllfaith," that is f,ith due to kings ; which Sir T. Hanmer 
changed to loyol, and J too haftily followed Dr. J oh nfon and the bte 
" ditiont, i,n adopting the emendation. The recurrence of the fame 

cxprelliOD. 
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In celebration of this day~wi.th Shews, 
Pageants, and fights> of honour. 

J. Gen . .Never greater, 
Nor, I'll a{[ure YOu; better taken; £r. 

2. Gen. May I be bold to alk wlult that contains, 
That paper in your hand 1 
, I. Gen. Yes; 'tis the lift .." "\ 
Of tho fe, that claim theirofficesth's day, \ 
By cullom of the coronation. ' f ' . 
The duke of SufFolk is the firft" and claims ~ 
To be high fteward · next, the duke of Nurfolk, ( 
He to be earl,marllial: y~ may read the reft. ~. 

2. Gen. I thank you, ru; had I.not known thore\cuftoms, 
I fuould have been beholding to your paper. 
But, I befeech, you, what's become of Catharine, 
The princers dowager? how goes her l~ufinefs ? 

J. Gen. That I can tell you too. The archbifuop 
Of Canterbury, accompanied with other 
Learned arid "reverend fathers of his order, 
Held a late court at Dunftable, fix miles off 
From Ampthill, where the princers lay; to which 
She oft was cited by them, but aFpear'd noti: 
.And, to be fuort, for not appearance, and 
The king's late [cruple, by the main a{[ent 
Of all there learned men Ihe was divorc'd, 
And the late marriage made of none eftect: 
Since w4ich, Ihe was removed to Kimbolton, 
Where {he remains now, fick. 

2. GUI. Alas, good lady !- [cr.rU/lfp6tJ. 
The trumpets found: frand clofe, the queen is coming. 

THE O,R.DER. OF THE PROCESSION. 

A lively jlqllrijh of trumpets; then, l'!ter 
t. Cf''Wojudgu. . 
2. Lord Chancellor, 'With the jPtrft and mace hefore him., 

expreffion, thou,gh it is not fuch a one at we fhould now ufe, convinces 
me that the.e is no error in the text in either place. MALONE. 

+ -rbi, day ..... ] Hanmer reads-tbtf~ dll"$; bljt Shakfp.eare m~nt 
fu-"" d4y 4' tbit. a coronation-day. And (11th IS the Englifh idiom, 
1I'ilic~ our authout commonly pr:fcrs to ara811Dlltical niccty. J 08 !HON. 

5 ~ : Cho-
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,. Chorijier.J jing;llg. [Mufick. 
-J. ¥oyor of l.olldon, bearing the mate. Cf'htn Garur, , jll 

his coat of arms, and on his hl!aa /l gilt (Dpper crow". 
S. Marfjuis Dorjit, htanllg d fitpter of gold, 011 his httul 

a d.emi-coronal if gold. W,th him, fhe Ellrl if Stirt'tyl 
.1 bearing !'hI! rod of jil'fJer 'With th~ aD'u" crtJ<wn'" q,uilb 
Whe'~nar/'s COI"onet. Collars if 88. 
She h lie of SuJfolk, in his rohe of elf.ate; his corontt '"' !'is 

\~ ' .. As ho ' hearing a long ''White 'Wand, IU- high jle'Ward. 
,. " him, thl! Duke of NorfolR, 'With fhl! rtlti of 
mal. (ha!jhip,"'a coronet on his head •• Col/ars if SS. 

7' A ui\opy hornl! hy four of tbe cillfjtlr>-ports,; under i/~ 
the 1&un ;11 her rohe; in her hair richly ad,rnttl 
rJ)itb pearl, cro'Wned. 0,1 I!Rch lide of her, the hiJhops 
of. Londoll and Wiluhe/lir. .. 

~. <rhe old Duuhtjs of Norfolk, in a corma/ of gold, 
'Wroutht with jiowers, bearillg the fQl.e n's trai'l. 

9' CertaJn Ladies or COllnteffis, q,uith plai" drC'/etl of 
gold 'Withollt jio'WerJ. 

2. Gen. A royat train, believe me.-Thefe I know;­
Who's that, that hears the fcepter l 

I. Gen. Marquis Dor[et: 
And that the earl of Surrey, with the rod. 

2. Gen. A bold hrave gentleman. That filould be 
The -duke of Suffolk. .. 

I. Gm . 'Tis the fame; high-fl:e~ard. 
2. Gen. And that my lord of Norfolk 1 
1. Gen. Yes: '. 
2. Gen. Heaven bIers thee! [Looking bit the '1l1f ,,~ 

Thou haft the fweeteft face I ever loolt'd on.-
Sir, as I have a foui, 1he is an angel; 
Our king has aM the Indies in hi, arms, 
And more, and richer, when he Ilrains that lady ~ 
I c~nnot blame his confcience. 

1. G,n •. They, that bear . 
The cloth of honour over her, are four barons 
Of the Cinque-ports. 

2. Gm. Thore men are happy; and (0 are all, are near her~ 
I take it; fhe that carries up the train, 

~'- . VOl,.. VII. H 
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Is that old noble lady, dutchefs of Norfolk. 

J. Gen. It is; and all the reft are ~ounteff'es. 
~. Gen. Their coronets fay fo. Thefe are fran, indeed; 

And, fometimes, falling ones. 
I. Gm. No more of that. 

[Exit ProcejJion, wit], a great fiourifo if tru11Ji' :11. 

Enter a third Gentleman. "" 
God fave you, fir! Where have you been broilil ~ _ 

3' Gen. Among the croud i' the abbey; whe' __ r 
Could not be wedg'd in more : I am iliffed 
With the mere nknefs of their joy. il 

2. Gen. You faw the·ceremony 1 
3' Gen. Thatl did. 
J. Gen. How was it? 
3. Gen. Well' worth the feeing. 
2. Gen. Good fir, fpeak it to us. 
3. Gen. As well as I am able. The rich ftream. 5 

of lords, and ladies, having brought the quet!n 
To a prepar'd place in tire choir, fell off 
A diftance from her; while her grace fat down 

" T'O refl: awhile, fame half an hour, or fa, 
In a rich chair of ftate, oppofing freely ' 
The beauty of her perf on to the people. 
Believe me, .fir, fhe is the goodlieft woman 
That ever lay by man: which when the peo}.'lc 
Hnd the futl view of, fuch a noife aJ'Ofe 
As the fhrouds make at fea in a ftifF tempe ft. 
As loud, and to as many tunes : hats, c1qaks, 
(Doublets, I think,) flew up; and had their facel 
Bec:n loofe, this day tbey had, been 10ft. Such joy 
I never faw before. Great-belly'd women, 
That had not half a week to go, like rams 15 

In the qld time of war, would fhake the prefs, 
And mak.e them reel before them. No man living 
Could fay, '['hir it ?"y wife, there; all were woven 

'The rich ftre3m &c.] 
.. -ingentem fori bus dorous alta (uperbia 
" Mane falutantum totis yomit 1I:dibus unatlm." 

,. VII,a . 01:011. II. 461. MIILONE 
5 -/i.ttrtlmi-]' T)lat is, like uatteriDI rams. JOHNSON. 

5. s< 
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So fuangely ill one piece. 

z. Gen. But, what follow'd ? 
3' Gen. Adength her grace rofe, and with modeft patel. 

Came to the altar; where fue kneel'd, and, faint:like( 
!;aft her fair eyes to heaven, and pray'd devoutly. 

~J.: e~ rofe again , a~d bow'dner tothepeoplr.: 
( When' y the archbIlhop of Canterbury 
. She h d all the royal makings of a queen; 

'.~s ho oil, Edward Confeifor's crown, 
The r~ and bi£d of peace, and all fuch emblems 
Lay'd n, bly on ner: which perfoTm'~ the choir6 

With all the choicell mufick of'the kingdom, 
Together fung cre DtlIlIl. So fhe parted, 
And with the fame full flate pac'd back again 
To York place, where the fean is held. 

I. Gen. Sir, 
You muft,no more call it York plaoe, that's paLt.: 
For, nnce the cardinal fell, that title's Joil: ; 
'Tis now the Icing's, and catl'd ....... Whitehall. 

3. Gen. I know it ; 
But 'tis fo lately alter'd, that the old name 
Is frelli about me. 

2. Gm. What two reverend bifhops 
Were thofe that went on each fide of the queen? 

3~GeII. Stokefly, and Gardiner; theone, oj Winche1kr, 
(Newly preferr'd from the king's fetretary,) 
The other, London. 

2. Gen. He of Winchefter 
Is held no great good lover of the' archbifhop's, 
The virtuous Cranmer. 

3. Gen. All the land knows that: 
However, yet;here's no great breach; when it eames, 
Cranmer will find a friend will not fhrinlC from him. 

2. Gtn. Who may that be, I pray you? 
"~. Gtn. Thomas Cromwell; a man in much efteem 

With the king, and truly a worthy friend . 
The king has made him mailer 0' the jewel-houfe, 
And one, already, of the privy-council. 

2. Gen. He will deferve more. 
3. G,n. Yes, without all doubt. 

~ u. C ~ .. .., . ome, 
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, 
( 

Come. gentlemen. ye {hall go my way. which 
Is to the court, and there ye {hall be my guells; 
Something I can command. As I walk thlther, 
I'll teIl ye more. 

J1olh. You may commalid us, fir. [Ext "1~ 

SCENE 111. 
Kimbolton. 

Enter CATHAIlI~E, Do'Wager,jicR ; /u.' 
FITwand Patience. 

Grif. How does .your grace? 
Cath. 0, Griffith, lick to death: 

My legs, like loaden branches, bow to the earth. 
Willing to leave their burden: Reach a chair j­
So,-now, methinks, I feel a little eafe. 
Didll thou not tell me, Griffith, as thou led'll me, 
That the great child of honour. cardinal Wolfey, 
Was dead l 

Grif. Yes, madam; but, I think 8, your grace, 
Out of the pain you fufFer'd, gave no. ear to't. 

Cath. Pry'thee, good Griffith, tell me how he dy'd: 
If weIl, he Ilepp'd before me, happily, 
For my example 9 • 

Grif. Well, the Toice goes, madam: 

? SCENE 11. J This fcene is above any other part of ShaHpeart'3 
tragedies, and perhaps above any (cene of aoy other poet, teoder a.od 
pathetick, without god!, or furies, or poifons, 0' precipices, without 
tbe help of romanticic circumftances, without improbable (allies of 
poetical lamentation, 'and without. any throes of tumultuow mifery. 

• • JOH NSON • 
• -1 think -] Old Copy-I tLanA. Corrclled.n the {econd folio. 

MALoN~. 
51 - bt }t!p'J bifor. flIt, haP1'i1y, 

F.r "" ,x_pit.] Happily {eems to mean on this occaiicm-pjratl­
ClI.tllrt, b.ply. I have been more than once of thia opinion, wbell I 
!lave metwitb the fame word tbulfpelt in other patrages. ST££V £NI . 

Mr. MaCon ia of opinion tha t btlppily here means r •• tll.att!y. Mr. 
$tcevens' . interpretation is, I think, right So, in K. H."" 1/1. P.ll. 

,r Thy fortune, York, h,dft thou been regent there, . 
!' Might bll/pi; have prov'd fir worfc tBaJI his." MAUNE. , 

Fo,.. 
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'or after the flout earl Northumberland • 

'-. Arrefl:ed him at York, and brought him forward 
(As a man rorely tainted) to his anfwer, 

.. He fell lick fuddenly, lind grew fo ill. 

10.1 

He could not fit his mule" • 
• Carh. Alas, poor man! 

d c.",.~r. At laft, with eafy roads J, he came to Leicefler, 
Lodg'd in the abbey; where the reverend abbot, 
Wit,h aU his conyent,. honourably receiv'd him; 
'ToO whom he gave thefe words,-O father ahhot, 
.An old m-zn, In"oRi' 'With the florms of flatt, 
Is (ome to lay his 'Weary hones amollg y, ; It 
Gjve him .z little earth for ch.arity /" 
So went to bed: where eagerly.his fic.knefs 
Purfu'd him frill; and, three nights after this. 
About the hour of eight, (which he himfelf 
Foretold, fuould be his laft,) full of repentauce. 
ContinualJmeditations, tears, and forrows, 
He gave his honours to the world again., 
His blelfed part to heaven, and flept in peace. 

Cath. So may he reft; his faults lie gently on him! 
Yet thus far, Griffith) give me leave to fpeak him, 
Au.d YJ!~ wit1.l c . .tJ.~,rity ,.-He was a man 
Qf an unboun~4 ftomach +, ever qmking 
~felf with princes; one, that by fug~eftion 
Ty4.i.all the kingdoms: fimony was fau pla,¥; 

, ...,. tbe jlout earl N.rtbul!lhtrlaft"",," ) So, in Cbe",} Cbaa; 
" The ftout earl of Northumberland 
" A vow to God did make-. STESVItNS. 

% Ife ,oulP"oJ fil hi' mul •.• J In CavendiJh's Life ofWolJlj, JG4J, It 
is faid dut Wolfey "oironed h,mfelf; but the words- H at which time it 
w,a. apparent that he had poifoned himCelf," which appear in p. lOS 
of that work, w&re an interpolation, inferted by the publiO,er for rome 
lininer purpofe i not being found in th wo planufcripts now prefervecl 
i.Q.me lYtufeum. See a former note, p. 93' MAI.!)II)! • 

.i ..,.wilbe,,/yroadJ,l i.e. by O,ortfrases. SrEJVEN •• 

4 Of an "nho."4.ed !lomach,] i. e. of uDboundeJlprVl<, or '",ulbtj. 
,,</,. So, Holinihed, fpeaking of king Ric~ra llJ : c. Such a great auda­
.cicie and {uch 3j1omalb reisnc9 il,l hi9 bodie." STI!!.EVltlU. 

S - Me, tbal by fuggeftion / 
Tid a/l tbe Rmgdpm:] The word !lIlgejlioll, (ays the critick, [Dr. 

R 3 W u bulton,) 



IOZ K. r N G HENRY VHJ. 
His O}VJl 0ri.ni.on was his law: l' the prefence 
Ji~ would ,ay untruths; ~nd b~ eyer double, . 

Bot4 • ~ 

Warburton,) i. here ufed witb great propriety, andjuDli(lg knowledgl; 
of the Latin tongl1e: and he proceeds to fettle the fenf. of it from tb. 
latt Roman 'Writers and tbtir glojJtrs. But Shakfpeare'. knowledge w, .. 
from Holinlh~d, w/tom he follows 'V,rbatim: 

.. This cardinal was of a great fioeach, for he compted him df 
equal with princes, and by craftie Juggtfiion got into his hands innu­
merable treafure: he forced little on limonie, and was not pitifuJl, an" 
flood affeaionate in his owne opinion, in open prefence he would lic 
and feie untruth, and was double both in fpeach and meaning: he 
would promife much and perfor/ll little: he was vfCi <>us of his bodie, 
and gave the clerg,e euil example!" Edit. 1 ~S71 p. 922.. 

Perhaps after this quotation, you may not think, tbat fir Thomas 
Hanmer, who reads tytb'd-inllead of ty?d all tb, kjn~dDm, deferves 
quite (0 much orOt. Warburton's feveri ty.-Indifputably the pallage, 
like every other in tbe fp .. c~, is intended to exprefs the meaning of the 
parallel one in the chronicle ; it cannot therofore be credited, that any 
man, when the original was produCtd, ihould frill chu{, to defend a 
'1mt acceptation, and inform, us, perhaps, Juio".f/y, that< in gami.~ 
IanSlJage, from I Know nor what praaice, to fy. is to ,~u!ll! ;. (enle 
of the word, as far as I have yet found, " nknown to Our old writen; 
and, if ~nown, ~oqld not furely have been ufed in Ii.'is pla;e by our au-
thor. ' • ,. . 

But let us turn from conleaure to S4. kfpear.'s autbOlities. H all, 
from whom the above defcription is copied by Holinil)ed, is very ex_ 
plicit in the demands of tire cardinal: who having inColently told tl).;' 
lord.mayor and "ldmri,n, " For fothe I th.inlce, that ill,/f, your ( . -

.fiance were tOO little," alfure. them by way of comfort at the end ofnis 
h.rangue, that upon an "vtrag', the IJtb. lhould be fu!Ii. ;<lIl: ,r Sir,. 
Ipeake not to breake th ~t thyng that is concluded, for j o",. ihall not 
paie tbe ttnfb parte, .nd jotllt more. "-And again; ,. Thei (aied, the 
""din an by ',litacions, makyng of Abbotte., probates of tenaments, 
graullting of (acuities, licences, and other pollyngs in his :o'Jrtes le­
ganeines, ha~ made his trrt"J~r. 'gall wiff lb. Aynges." J:clit.1548, 
p. 138, Dnd 143' fA~MH . 

In Storer'al-if' "tid D,atb of Tho. Wolfey, a poem, 159~, the cardinaJ 
fays;'" . . .. 

~' I ear'~ not fur the gen ie, for f had 
" 'Tifb • . gentlemen, yang nobles orthe land," toe, STEEVEN5. 

'Ty'd ~Il 'the kingdom I] i. Co He was a man of an unbound.~ 11\,. 
mach, or pride, ranking himfelf with princes, and by fuggefiion to the 
king and the pope, he ty'd, i, e.limlted, circumfcribed, and ret boundG 
to the liberties and prope'rties 'of all perfonR in the kingdom. That ~e ' 
did fo, appears from v.rious p.llige. in th~ play. Act II. fc:. ii. "free~. 
ffOm his ila,ery," "or this imperious man will VI tk us a)J from princeJ 

jntQ 

) 
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' KING HE N R y . VII!. ' 
Both in his words and meaning: He was never. 
But where he meant to ruin, pitiful: 
His promifes were, as lie then was, mighty; 
But his performallcc, as he is now, nothing 6 • 

jnto pages: all men's honours," &c. ACt 111. fc. ii. "You wrought t. 
b; ~ legate, by which power ~ou m"im'd the jurifd.ClioZ' of all bi/hops ." 
See alfo Act 1. fc. i. and Act HI. fe . ii . This conftruCtion of toe paC. 
fag. may be fupported from D'Ewes's JOllrn,, / of ~wttn Eiiuhflb', PilI". 
/iamenu, p. 644: "Far be it from me that the ftate and prerogativa 
of the prince dhould be tud by me, or by the act of any o~her fubject." 

Dr. Farmer has difplayed fuch eminent knowledge of Sbakfpeare, 
that it is with rhe u!!hoft diffidencel dilrent fro tbe alteration whicb 
he would eftabli/h here; He would reaa 'Jtb'd, and refers to the au. 
thorities of H all and Holin/heJ about a tax of the wllh, or tJtb" of 
each man's fubftance, wbich is not taken notice of in the play. Let it 
be remarked that it is queen Katbarine fpeaks here, who, in Act I. 
fc . ii. told the king it was a demand of thefixtb part of each fubject's 
fubftance , th1, caufed the rebellion. Would lhe afterwards fay tbat 
11e, i • •• Wolf< , had IJlbtd all the kingdom, when /he knew he had 
almoft doubl IJth.d it f Still Dr. Farmer, in lift. that" the parrage, 
like every other in tbe fpeech, is intended to exprefs tbe meaning 
.of tbe parallel one in the Cbronicl.:" i. e. The cardinal "by craftie 
luggeftion got into his band s innumerable treafure." This palrage doe. 
not relate to a publiek tax of the ,mtbs, but to the cardinal', OWn 

private acquilitions.· If in this fenfe I admitted the alteration, 'Jlh'd, 
I would fuppofe that, as the queen is defcanting on tbe cardinal', own 
ae. uirementl, fue borrows her term from the principal emolument or 
ply ent due to prieft.; and means to intimate that the cardinal wu 
not ontent with the tJlb., legaUy a ruing to him froII hi. OWn vari . 
ous p uhlitie. , but tbat he oxtor d fomething equivalent to tbem 
.t1uoughou r all tbe kingdom. ~o Buckingbam fays, Act I. fe, i. "No 
man's pye is freed from his ambitious finger." So, again, Surrey fays. 
Act III. fe. II/I. "Yes, tbat goodners of gleaning all the land's wealth 
into one, into your own hands, cardinal, by extortion:" and ibid.m. 
" You have fent innumerabl. Jllhftanu (by what means got, J leave til 
your own confcieneel-to tbe mere undoing of aU tbe kingdom." Thi. 
extortion is fo frequently rpoken of, that perhaps our author purpofely 
avoidecl a repetiti,"" of it in the parrage under confideration, and there. 
fOl'e gave a different fentiment de,,:larative of the confequenee of hia un. 
bounded pride, tbat mull bumble aU others. TOLLE T , 

6._ a. b. i. IIOW, ".tbing.] So, in MaJiinser'. Grtal Dd, of fu. 
rlnet : 

If __ Great men 
" 'Till they have gain'd their ends, are giant' ;11' 
« crhtir IJrt""ife.; but thofe obtain' d, 'Wed iJgmit, 
.. In tblirptrforma1lct." STEEVZNI. 

H + OJ 
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KING HENiv 
Of Ms own body he was ill 7, an gave 
The clergy'iIl example. 

vnI~ 

Grif. Noble madam, 
Men's evil manners live in brafs; their virtues 
We write in water 8.' M~y it pleilfe YOUf highnef~ 
To hear ITIe fpeak his' good now 1 . . 

Cath, Yes, gQOd Griffith i 
I were malicious elfe. 

Grif. Tllis cardiqal v, 
Though 

" 7 Of bi, o'Wh body i>~ 'Wa, il:',J A criminal co~neaion with womeq 
was anciently called Ibt ",iet of lb. body . So. in Ho!infhtd, p, 12.S8; 
.. - he laboured by aU means to deal e milheffe 5allders of committing 
.vill of bir bodi. with him,' 5 TE!: v£ N S' ' 

So, the Proteaor fay s of Jane Shore, H aU's Cb"picl., Edw. VI, p, 16: 
.. - that /he was naughl oJber bodye ... . M AI.G' N E . 

» - thtir C/i,.tUll \ 

W. 'Writt ill 'Wqttr.] Beallmont and Fletcher hav~ the {\fI1e ~hQ¥gh~ 
in their P bi!tljJer : , "c, ~ all your b1tter deeds 

H Shall be in .'41'1' writ, but this in marble." STE E vlt to s . 
'1'hi ~ reReaio~ be~n a great refel!lbla[l~e to a palrago in lir Tho, 

Mor,e's Hift. of Ritbqrd 111. Whence Sh~kfpeare u,ncoubtedly forme<l 
~i~ play on that (ubjea. Speakin~ of the ungra~eful, turns which J anc 
Shore experienced from thof~ whom il)e had f~rve~ In her profpe<ity ; 
More adds, .. rqen ufe, if they I]~ve an evil t~rne, to write ir;J~ 
marble, aDd whofo doth U8 a good turne, we write it in dulle," ~;.'~ 
Worh, bl.l. J 5'37, P. ' S7' Puc .-

So, (as an anqnrmou~ writer h~s obferved,) in Harrin~o'l s Arioj", 
H9 I : 

, " Men (~y it, ~nd we fee it corpe to par~, 

" 

.. 900d turns in fa,!d, /hrewd ~'1rns 4rt ~v'ri! in br(lJs." MALON E. 

9 Tbi. tardillq!, fEtt.] T~is (peech i. formed on the follOWing patJage 
!p Holjnfhed: "This pr4inal, (.s Edmond Campion in hi. Hift.rie of 
lre!IInd de(crib~d ~im,) "as ~ man !/ndoubtedly born to honour j l 
think, ({ai th he) fome princes baltard, '10 putchers fonne; exceedin!; 
wife, 'faire.(pokep, hi~h-millded, full of revenge, vi't.vus of his bodie, 
loftie to his enemies, were they »ever 'fa ~gge, to thofe th.t .ccepte4 
and fought his friendfilip ~'onderful courteo us; a ripe fchoole"!.n, 
ibrall co ,allealons, brought a bed with Ratterie j infadable to get, an4 
more princelie in beftowing, .s appeareth by his two college. at I pfwich ' 
and Oxenford, the one oV~l~hro'Yn with his {all; ~he other lInfini /hed, 
and yet as it Ir eth, (or an houfe of /tudentes, (confide(ing all the appurt~­
nances,) incc1mp"abIe'throughout Chriftendome_~He held and ipjoied a C 

~p.Fe t1!-e !?i/ho?ric~e~ qf ' ¥or~e, pa~ef~e. arid Winc~efter, the digDjti:~ 
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l . Though from an humble ftock, undoubtedly 
"- Was fillhion'd to much honour. From his cl'lldle, 

He was a fchobr, and a ripe, and goodonej 
Exceeding wife, fair fpoken, and perfuading : 
Lofty, and four, to them that lov'd him not; 
But, to thofe men that fought him, fweet as fummer. 
And thou~h he were unfatisfy'd in getting, 
(Which was a fin,) yet in beftowing, madam. 
Be was moft princely: Ever witners for him 
Thofe twins oflearning. that he rais'd in you, 
Jpfwich, and qxford! one of which fell with him, 
Unwilling to out live the good that dld it I ; 

The 
Of Lord Cardinall, Legat, and Chancellor, the abbaie of St. Albons, di­
verfe priories, fundrie fat benefices in (""' trltndam ; a great pre­
ferre r of t,i fervants, an ad vauncer of learning, /toute in every quarrel, 
never ha p till this his overth row: whorein he Jhewed futh modera­
tion, and , nded fo perfelHie, that the houre of hi. death did him more 
h O!lour than all the pomp of his life pall'ed ." 

When Shakfpeare fays that Wolfey was" a {cbolar from his cradlc,'" 
he had probably in hi. thoughts the accoun t gi~n by Cnvendilh, which 
Stowe has copied :-" Cardinal Wolfey wa •• n honelt poor man's (onne 
- who, bting bu.t • (hild, 'UP' 'Very apt to It(l'M; wherefon: b)' me.". 
ol'hi s parents and !)ther hi. good friends he was maintained at elle uni­
vedity of O xfMd, where in a Ihott time he profpered (0 well, that in " 

• (1"311 time, (as he told me with his OWne mouth,) he Was made batche­
ur of arts, when he was but fifteen yean of age, and was moa com­
oOlly called th. hoy hauhtlour." See alfo Wolfey's J,,:gcnd, Mirrour for 

Magiflrattt,Is87. 
I bave here followe<l the punCtuation of the old copy, where there i. 

" full point at honour, and From his cradlt begins a new fentence. Thi. 
punCtuation hu likewife been adopted in the late editions. Mr. Theo­
bald, however, contends that we ought to point thus: 

" W as falhion 'd to much honour (rom hi s cradle." . 
~nd it "1"1t be owned that the words of Holinlhed', here thrown into 
verfe, . , This cardi nal was a man undoubtedly 1I0R N t!) honour," frrong-
17 fupport hil'regulation. The reader h as before him the arguments on 
each lide. I am by no means confident [hat 1 ha\'e decided rightly. 

MALO~£. 
• J Unwilling to outli.,t thtgDod that did it ;] Unwill ing to (urvive that 
virtue which was the co ufc of it. foundat ion: or pe, haps " the good,'· 
is licentioufiy ufed io" the good man; the. virtuous prelate whu rounded it. 
~o, in tbe Win ter's Tale : ( t _ a piece many years in doing_ 1t 

Mr. Pop.e and the fuHequent editor, read-the good he did it; which 
!,ppears to me IInintelligible. "The good he did it, " was, laying 
. the 
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Thf-other, though unnruih 'd, yet fo famous .. 
So excellent in art, and lli.\J fo rifUlg, 
That ChriRendom Ihall ever fpeak IUs virtue. /' 
His overthrow heap'd happinefs upon him; 
For then, and not till then, he felt himfelf .. 
And found the bldfednefs of being little: 
And, to add greater honours to hi s age 
Than man could give him, he dy'd, tearing God. 

Cath. After my death I wiih no other b.erald, 
No other fpeaker of my living aClions, 
To keep mine honour from corruption, 
But fuch an honeR ch,;onicler as Griffith. ,. 
Whom 1 mo,ft hated living, 'thou haft made me .. 
With thy religious truth, and modeft:l, 
Now in his afhes houour: Peace be with him!-.­
Patience, be near me ftill; llnd fet me lower: 
I have not long to trouble thee.- Good Griffith.' 
Caufe the mllficians play me that fad note \ 
1 nam'd my knell, whilR I fit meditating ~. 
On that celeftial harmony I go to. 

Sad andfilem'l mlljick. 

Gri(. She is afleep: Good wench, let's fit down quiet. 
For fear we wake her; -Softly, gentle Patience. 

erne vifion. Enter, filemnly trippillg one afur cnother", r 
fix perJol1ages, clad in wbite robu, wearing on tbeir beadl 
ga.·lands of b'iJp, alld $o/dm vizard; on their Jacis; 
hra'lcbes of hays, or palm, in tbeir bands. '1hry jirjf 
congee IInlo her, then danet; and, at certain ,ba"ge:, tbe 
firft two hola ahare garlalla over her head; pI which, 

the fOllndation of the build ing and .ndowing it: if therefore we fup. 
pofe the college unwilling to outlive the good he dId it, we fuppofe 
it to expire inll.antly after its birth . <,. 

" The college unwilling to live long .. tha n its founder, o~ tbe good. 
nef. that gave rife to it," thoug~ certainly a conceit, is fufficiencly intel. 
ligible. MALONE. 

1 _ (olemnly tripping ont arm anotber, T This whimlical llage-di. 
reaion is exallly taken from the old copy . STE " V£NS. 

Of thi. Ibge.direllion I do not believe our author wrote one word. 
Catharine's next fpeech probably fussc/l:ed th is tripping d'<Jllb.-Ihew to 
t t too bufy reviver of this play. M IHON 1: . 
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• ,the other /ollr make re·verttul cOllrt'jiel ; then the t<tIJO~ fhat 

held the garland, de/i'Ver thllame to the other next two, 
who ohftr'Ve the follle ordu in their changel, and boldi1J$ 
the garland over her head: 'Wbi .. h doni, ' they delivcr the 
lame garland to the Jajl fowo, 'Who liRl'Wife ohlerve the 
lame order: at 'Which, (al it <tj)8re hy inJiiration, ) fh, 
malus in her }leep jignl of rejoicing, and haUtth up hel' 
hands to hcavt7l: a11d fa in their dandng they 'Vanijh, car­
ryillg the garland 'Witlt Ih,m. CJ'he Imifick continues. 

Cath. Spirits of pe~eJ where are ye? Are ye all gone r 
find leave me h~'e in wretchednefs bekjud yc: 1 

Grif. Madam, we are here • • 
Cat/;. It is not you I call for: 

Saw ye none enter, fince I nep~l 
Gri./. ~e, madam. 
Calh. o? Saw you not, even now, a ble1I'ed troop 

Invite IUt' to a banquet; whofe bright faces 
Cali thou and beams upon me, like the fun t 
They promis'd me eternal happinefs i 
And brought me garlands, Griffith, which I feel 
J am not worthy yet to wear; I !ball, 
A!ruregly. • 

Grif. r am moftjoyful, madam, {uch good dreams 
r ,!refs your t~ncy. 
. 'Cat/; . Bid the mufick leave, 
They an~ harfh iJnd heavy to me. CM,y,ck (tafts. 

Pat . Do you note, 
flOW much her grace is alter'd on tlie fudden ? 
Bow long her face is drawl).? How pale Jbe looks, 
And of an earthy cold? Mark her eyes. 

Grif. S~e is going, wench; pray, pray. 
Fat. Heaven comfort her! 

, Ii" 

Enter a Me!renger • 

• Mej. An't like your grace,­
(::alh. You are a fawcy fellow: 

Deferve we no more reverence 1 
I ffrif. Y flU ar~ to b~ame, . 

• Know", 
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nowing, {he will not lofe her wonted greatnefs, 
To ufe to rude behaviour; go to, kneel. ../ 

Mif. 1 humbly do entreat you highnefs' pardon; 
My hall:e made me unmannerly: There is tl:aying 
A gentleman, fent from the king, to fee you. 

Ca/h. Admit him entrance, Griffith: Bot this fellow 
Let me nc'er fec again. [Exeunt Gill FFlTH, and Meffen.j 

Re-enter GRIFFl TH , 'With CAPVCIUS. 

If my fight fail not, 
You fuould be lord ambaffador from the emperor, 
My royal nephew, 'lOd your name Capuc:us. 

Cap. Madam, the fame, 'your fervant. 
Cath. 0 my lord. 

The times, and titles, now are alter'd ftrangeI;, 
With me, finee firft you knew me. But, 1 pra\youa 
What 'S your pleafure with me ( 

Cap. Noble lady, 
Firft, mine own fervice to your grace. the next, 
'The king's requeft that I would vifit you, 
Who grieves much for your weakncfs, and by m~ 
Sends you hi princely commendations, 
And heartily entreats you take good comfotl:. 

Cath. 0 my good lord, that comfort comes too late i 
'Tis like a pardon after execution: ' . 
T ha t gentle phyflCk, given in time, had ~ur'd me; 
But now I am ~paft all comforts here. but prayen. 
How does his highnefs 1 

Cap. Mad:lm, in good health. 
Ca/b. So may he ever do! and ever /louri{h, 

When I {hall dwell with worms, and my 'poor nam~ 
Banifu'd the kingdom !-Patience, is that letter, 
1 caus'd you write, yet fent away 1 

Pat . No, madam. [gi'vi!!% ';.! to CATH; 
Ca/h. Sir, I moft humbly pray you to dc!iiver 

This to my lord the king 3. 

Cap. 

3 rbi, t. my l"d Ib, king.] So, Holin/h,d, p. 939 I "-perceivin: 
hir felfe t wax verie we,lk" and fcebl~ . and to fedr death npprochlng 
at hand, cau(cd one of hir gcntlewon1tJl to writ.: a letter to the king, 

c.om- , 



KING HENRY VIII. to, 
CII!. Moft willing, madam. -
Calb. 10 which I have commended to his goodners 
he model of our chafte loves·, his young daughter:-

The dews of heaven fall thick in bleffings on her !­
Befeeching him, to give her virtuous breeding; 
(She is youu~, and of a noble modell natur ; 
I hope, {he wlll deferve well;) and a little 
To love her for her mother's fake, that lov'd him. 
Heaven knows how dearly. My next poor petitiull 
Is, that his noble grace would have fome pity 
Upon my wretdled women, that fo I g; 
Have fo w'd both my fortunes faithfully: 
Of whicn here is not one. I dare avow, 
(And now I ihould not lye.) but will deferve.ll 
l~or virtue and true beauty of the foul, 
For hone' y. and decent caniage, 
A right 'ood hufband; let him be a noble' ; 

And -

commending to him hir daughtef and hi., befeeching him to /land good 
father unto hir; and fureher dcJired him to have fome contideracion 
of hir gentlewoDlen that had (erved hir, and to fee them beftowcd ill 
marriage. Further, that it would pleaCe him to appoint that hir (er • 

• • vants might have their du.e wages, and a yeere. wages belide." STU:V. 
Thi.l.ttcr probably (ell into the hand. of Polydore Virgil, who wa. 

tl:en in England, and has preferved it in the twenty feventb book of hi' 
hillory. Tbe following is Lord Herbert', tranOation.,fit, 

, My mnft dear lord, king, and hulband, 
The hour of my death now approaching. I cannot cboofe but, out 

of the love 1 bear you, adviCe you o( your (oul'l health, wbich yoa 
ought to prefer before all confiderations of the world ur R~/h what(o­
~ver: for which yet you have call: me into many calamities, and yo .. r~ 
( . l( into many troobles.-But 1 forgive you all, and pray God to do to 

- likewife. For the reft, I commend unto you Mary our daughter, be. 
feeching you t') be a good father to her, as I have beretofore delircd. 
J muft ellt~yO\l al(o to re(pelt my maids, and give tllem In marria, e. 
(which it not mych, they being but three,) and to.U mt other fervant. 
;ryears pay be6de. their due, left otherwife they lhould be unprovide4 
for. L.ruy, I make this vow, that mine eyes dewe you above all things. 
Farewell." MALON •• 

• Tb. model if ,ur ,blljl,/o"'ts-l Mod.l is i"'lIg' or r'prifentati", •• 
See Vol. Ill. p. 433, n. 6.; and \"01. IV. p. 568, n. 5. MALOIU. 

S .d rigbt god b.Jband; III bim be a "obl,;] " Let him be," 1 (uppofe, 
jpi/ics, RIm t~<IIlb 1:. jbOliltl 6. i or,llti..u II lilt b, b.. She means to 

ohfern 
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And, fur , thore .men are happy that {hall have theml 
The lall is, for my men ;-they are the pooreft, 
But poverty could never draw them from me ; ...... 
That they may have their wage~ duly paid them, 
And fome thing over to remember me by; 
If heaven had pleas'd to have given me longer life, 
And able means, we had not parted thus. 
There are the whole contents :-And, good my lord.,t 
By that you love the deareft in this world, 
A s you wilh .chrHlian peace to foul s departed, 
Stand there poor p~ople's friend, and urfe the kini 
To do me this laft right . 

Cap . By heaven, I will J 
Or let me loofe the falhion of a man! /, 

Cath. I thank you, honeft lord. Remember me 
In all humility unto his highnefs : 
Say, his long trouble now is .pafling 
Out of this world: tell him, In death I blefl: him. 
For fo I will.-Mine eyes g.row dim.-Farewe:, 
My lord.-Griffith, fareweJ.-Nay, Patience, 
You mull not leave me yet. I muil: to beq; 
Call in more women.-.-When I am dead, good wench, 
Let me be us'd with honour; ftrew me over 
With maiden flowers, that all the world may know 
I was a chaft~ wife to my grave : embalm me, 
Then lay me forth: although unqueen'd, yet like 
A queen, and daughter to a king, interr me. 
I can no more.- [ExeUllti hading CATH Al!.I!U. 

obferve that, ftohifity juptraJJtJ to 'Vjrtu. jJ 1101 mOrl tban tacb of her 
wO""n J1" "'ts to rn'" 'Wilh in II buJband. STl:ltVI:NS. 

This is, I tbink, t he true interpretation of the line j but I do not fec 
why the words Itt hi", h. II nohl. , may n<>t, conti/hntly wi t\.' this mean ing, 
be underllood in theirobvious and ord inary fenfe. We are it. · 'o confider 
Catharine'. ~QO"'''' like the attendants on other ladies. O ne ' " f them 
h ad already been married to more than a noble huJband; having umbr­

..&u.nately captivated a worthlcfi Ain:. MA"~NI. 

, J 

/' 

AC T , 



X-ING · HENRY VIr!. III 

ACT V. seE N E I . 
.:A. Gallery in tbl Palace. 

Ziller GARDINER Bifhop ifWinchefier, a p(1~~ <with c 
lorch hifort him, mtl /Jy Sir 1'homa~ LOVELL. 

Gar. It's, one o'clock, boy, is't not t 
Boy. It hath firuck. 
Gar. Thefe {hould be hours for neceffities, 

Not for delights 6; times to repair our nature 
With c mforOl. repofe, and not for s 
To wa , thefe times.-Good hour of night, fir Thomas ! 
Whither, 0 late 1 

Lov. me you from the king, my lord 1 
Gar. I I id, fir Thomas; and left him at primero' 

With th( duke of Suffolk. 
Lov. ' mull: to him too, 

Before lie go to bed. I'll take mrleave. 
Gdr. Not yet, fir Thomas Love. What's the matter ? 

It feems, you are in hafie: an if there be 
No great offence belongs to't, give your friend 
Some touch <if your late bufinefs : Affairs, that walk' 
(As, they fay, fpirits do,) at midnight, have 
I n them a wilder nature, than the bufineti 
That feeks difpatch by day. 

lov. My lord, I Jove you; 
And dud!: commend a fecret to your ear 
Much weightier than this work. The queen's in labour. 
They fay, in great extremity; and fear 'd, 
She'll with the labour end. 

Gar. The fruit, {he goes with, 
I pray for heartily; that it may find 
Good ti ". and hve; but for the frock, lir Thomas, 

~ 
ot fo, delights;] Oardiner him{elfis .. ot much delighted. The 

delight at which he hints, {eems to be the king'. diverlion , whicll 
keeps him in attendance. ]OKl<.Ol<. 

7 _ III primero--] A game at cards. Sec Vol. I. p. ~89, n. S. 
MA LONE. 

8 Slime tOllth of yDII' Illte ~lIjintJs:] SOIll~ hiAt of th~ bU(Ule{. that 
keeps you awu;~ CQ late. ]o/unol{. 

I with. 



U~ l{ I N G HEN R Y VII!.; 
lwi!h it grubb d up now. 

Lo'11. Methinks, I could 
Cry the amen; ana yet my confdence fays 
She's a good creature, and, [weet lady, doe I 
Deferve our better wi!hes. 

Gar. But, fir, fir,-
Hear me, fir Thomas: You are a gentleman 
Of mine own way g; I know you wife, rellgious ~ 
And, let me tell you, it Will ne'er ble welI,­
'Twill not, :lit Thomas Lovel, take't of me, 
Till Cranmer, CroOlwell. her two hands, and file . 
Sleep in their graves. _£ 

-/ 

Lo'V. Now, fir, you {peak or two 
The moil: rema,k'd i'the kingdom. As (or C omwen.,­
Bdide that of the jewel-houfe, he 's ma.de I ~ il:er 
O'the rolls, and the king's [eeretary ; further, ~r, 
Stands in the gap and trade of more prefermen s:t, 
With which the time will load him: The archb /hop 
I s the king's hand ,. and tongue; And who dare {peak. 
One fyllabJe againft him? 

Gar. Yes, yes, fir Thomas, 
There arc that dare; and I myfelfhave ventur'd 
To fpeak my mind of him: and, indeed, thi ~ day~ 
Sir, (I may tell it you,) I think., I have 
.Incens'd the lords o'the council, that he is 
(For fo I kno', he is, they know he .is,) 
A molt arch heretick 3, a peftilcnce 
That dO,es infefr the land : with which they moved, 

Slo -mintowr/'Way;] Mine own opinion in religion. JOII WSON. 

• he's madt-] The pronoun, which was omitted in the old copy. 
was inferted by Mr. Theobald. 

Z Stand, in tbt gap and trade of mort priftrment,,] <J'radl is the 
traElif,dmtthod, thegtntral courft. J OH NSO N. .. ' 

<J'rade has beei) 'already ufed by Shakfpeare with thi s In., "'ng in K. 
R irbard II: " ' . 

" Some way of common tradt ." S'TEEVEN S. '-Go , 

3 -lba'll' 
Incens'd tb. lord, 0' tbt coundl, tbat be i" &c. 
A "'oft arcb btrttick,- ] I have roufed the lords of the council [,y 

Cuggelling to them that he is a moll arch beretid~ :-1 havo thus in­
~ilttl them allainll him. MALO"'~. 

Han ) 



KIN G HEN R Y VIII. 
Have broken with the king 4; who hath fo far 

ivert ear to our complaint, (of his great grace 
. A princely care J forefeeing thofe fell mjfchiefs 

Our eafons laid before him,) he hath commanded -. 
To- orrow morning to the council-board 
He be con vented 5. He's a rank weed, fir Thomas, 
And we muft root him out. From YOllr affairs 
I hinder YOIl too long: good night, fir Thomas. 

Lo'll. Many good nights, my lord; I reft your fervant. 
[Ex~unt GA R 0 I N £ R, and Page. 

is goin l ut, enU,. thl King: and the Duke of 
Su FI'OLK. 

Kin~. CrIes, I will play no more to-night; 
My mlnd' s n t on't, you are too hard for me. ~ 

Srif. Sir, did never win of you before. 
King. E' little, Charles ; 

Nor lhalI cbt, when my fancy's on my play.­
' Now, Lovel, from the queen what is the newsl 

Lo'll. I could not perfonally deliver to her 
What you commanded me, but by her woman 
I fent your me/fage; who return'd her thanks 
In the greateft humblenefs, and defir'd your highnefs 

- !,.10ft heartily to pray for her. 
King. What fay'ft thou? ha! 

To pray for her 1 what, is lhe crying out 1 • 
Lo'fl. So f aid her woman; -and that her fufferance made 

PJmoft each pang a death 6. . . 

K ing. Alas, good lady! 
Suf. God fafely quit her of her burden, and 

With gentle travail, to the gladding of 

4 _ brDltn with the king j] They have broken 61ence I tuld their 
mind. to the kin ' . JOHNSON • 

• - he t (omlllandtd,] H., which is not in the old copy, wu 
infer Mr. Pope. H. batb was often written eontratledly b'atb. 

nee probably the error. MALONE. 
S H e h. eonvented.] CD""."ttd is fummon.d, convened. STEI: vl:!U. 
6 _ her juiJ"ance mad. 

l
' Almoft .a~h pang a titarL.] We have had nearly the (ame (enci· 

ment before, in Atl 11. fe. iii. 
" _ it is a (ufieranee panging 
" As foul and body '. (evcring," MALOJlJ:. ' 

VOL. VII. I Your 
'} 



U4- KIN G HEN R Y VIne 
Your highnefs with an heir! 

King. 'Tis midnight, Charles, 
Pr'ythee, to bed; and in thy prayers remember 
The eftate of my poor queen. Leave IRe alone; 
For I mua think of that, which company 
Would not be friendly to. 

Srif. I willi your highnefs 
A quiet night, and my good miftrefs will 
Remember in my prayers. 

King. Charles, good night.- [Exit SI FFOU .. 

Ent~r Sir Anthony D E ~ Y 7. I 

Well, fir, what follows? I 

Den. Sir, I have brought my lord the arcr oilliop, 
As you commanded me. l 

'<\ King. 

7 Enter Sir Antbony D<nny.] The fubftance of this Jp the two fol­
lowing fcenes is taken from Fox'. A El, and Monumenll of tbe CbrijlitJn 
1I1arty", &c. 1563' 

" When Right came, the king (ent fir Anthonie Denie about mid. 
night to Lambeth. to the archbilhop. willing him f<>rthwith to refort 
Ullto him at the court. The mellage done, the. arch~i "'op fp~edily 
addrelfed himfelfc to the court, and comming into tne galerie where 
the king walked and taried for him, his highnelfe (ai~, Ah, my lorde 
of Canterbury, J can tell you newes. For divers weigh ty confidera-. 
tions it is determined by me and the counfaile, that YO" to-morrowe 
at nine of th& c10cke iliall be committed to the Tower, fnr ,that you 
and your chaplaines (as information is gi.en us) hay, taught and 
preached, and thereby (own within the realme fuch a number of exe • 
.;rable herefies, that it is feared the whole realme bein[t inf"Cled with 
them, no fmall contention and commotions will rife therebyamongft 
my fubjeCls, as of late daie. the Uke was in diver. parts of Germanic, 
and therefore the counfell have reque(ted me for the triall of the mattet, 
to fuft'er them to commit you to the Tower, or elfe no man dare come 
forth, as witne{fe in thofe matters, you being a counfellor. 

When lhe king had faid his mind, the archbilhBp ' ':celed down, and 
(aid, J am content, if it plfafe your grace, with al my ha~ to go thi. 
ther at your highnefs commancment; and 1 moft humbly tt.:~!our 
m ajefty that 1 may -come to my triall, for there be tbat have rna y 
waies lIaodered me, and now this way I hope to trie myfelfe not wonby 
of f uch reporte. 

The king perceiving the mans uprightnefTe, joyned witb fuel. fi,n­
plicitie, faid ; Oh Lorde, what maner 0' man be )'vu? What fimplicirie 
is in you? I had thought that you would rather have (ued to us to have 
tak:n the paines to have heard YOII and YUlir a';';lIfcrs together for YOUI iI 
. ~~ 
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KIN G HEN R Y VIII. 
Kill!, Ha! Canterbury 1 

en. Ay, my good lord. 

II; 

K iftg. 

ithout any fuen induranee. Do not you know what frate YOll 
ith the whole world, and how many great enemies yuu have f 

Do you ot confider what an eafie thing it i. to procure three or foute 
falfe kn. es to witnefs againO: you? Think. you to have better lucke 
th:it \taie an your mal1:er Ch~(!: hod? I fcc by it you will rUIl head. 
long to y01 undoing, if I would fuft.r you. Vour enemies {hall noC 
(0 prevaile ainft you ' for I have otherwife devifed with my felfe to 
keep you o~ of their nde" Vet notwithftaJding to·morrow when 
the eounfaile. hall lit, and fend for you, ref art unto them, and if in 
charging you \-~ th this matter, they do commit you to lhe Tower, re­
'1uire of them, ecaufe you arc one of them, a counfailer, that you 
may have your , cufers brought before them witbout any further in­
du"nce , and for your felfe as good perfua60ns that way as yow may 
devife; and if, 10 innelti. or reafonable requeft will ferve, then deliver 

. unto them eh s my ring (whic!) then the king delivered unto the arch­
bilhop,) and faie unto them, if there be no remedie, my lords, but th at 
1 mult needes go the 'tower, .then I revoke my caufe from you, and 
appeale to the kinges owne perfon by this tokeR u to you all, for (faide 
the king then unto the arcbbilhop) fa foone as they Ihall fcc this my 
ring, they knowe it fo well, that they /hall underO:and~ that I have re­
ferved tbe whole eaufe into mine owne handel and determination, and 
that I have difcharged them thereot~ 

• The archbi/hop p."eeiving the kinge. benignity fo much to him ward" 
had Cluch ado to forbearc ares. Well, faid the king, go your waies, 
my lord,. and do as I have bidden you . My lord, hu bling himfelfo 
with [hankes, tooke his leave of the kinges highnelle for that night. 

On the morrow, about nine of the cloeke bHore noone, the coun­
faile fent a gentleman u/her for the archbi/hop, who, when hee came 
to the counfaite-chamber doore, could not be le t in, but of p'ITpofe (as 
it feemed) was compelled there to waite among the paies, lackies, and 
ferving men all alone. D. Buts the king's phylition re(orting that way, 
and efpying how my lord.of Canterbury was handled, went to the king'. 
high nelle, and faid; My lord of Canterbury, jf it pleafe your grace, is 
well promoted; (or now 'he is become a lackey or 3 fervini man, for 
yonder hee It': .aeth this halfe hower at the counfaile.chamber doore 
amonJtft . em. It is not fo, (quotb tbe kin&) I trowe, nor the cOlln­
i ' .~ nath not fo little difcretion as to ufe the metropolitane of the real me 
m that fort, fpecially being one of their own number. But let them 
alone (faid the king) and we /hall lie are more foone . 

l 
Anone the archbi/hop was called into the c~unfaile-chambtr, to whom 

was alleadged as before i. rehearfed , The archbill,op auofwered in like 
fun, as tbe king had advifed him; and in the end when he perceived 
mat no miner of perfuafion or intreatie could ferve, he delivered them 

• 1 :1 th 



J16 KING HENRY VIII. 
King, 'Tis true: Where is he. Denny? 
Den. He attends your highncfs' plcafure. 
King. Brin~ him to us . · [Exit DEN " y ;' 
Lov. This 15 about that which the biIhop {pake; 

I am happily come hither. 'OI!.-I+ 

Re-enter DEN NY. <will. eRA N MER. 

K ing. Avoid t~e gallery. CLove! feemtth ':0 fluy • . 
Ha !-I have {aid.-Be gone. 
What!- [Exeunt LOVEL, QIld, l JE N NY. 

Cran. I am fea~ful :-Wherefore fr~ns he Y'us I 

the king's ring, revoking hi. caufe into the king' s hand, The whole 
counfaile being thereat (omewhat amned, the elfle 01 ~edford with a 
loud voice confirming his words with a folemn othe, I' id ; When you 
lirft began the matter, my lorde., I toid you what ""0\ Id come of it. 
Do yo u thinke that the king would fulfer this man's ~nger to ake ? 
Much more ( I warrant you) will hee defend his life againft brabling. 
"arlets . You doe but cum~r YOllrfelves to hear tale. and fables agai •• !!: 
bim. And incontinently upan the receipt. of the king's token, they 
"II rofe, and carried to the king h is ring, (urrendring that matter as the 
order and ufe wa~, into his own hands. 

When they were all come to the k ings prefence" his higltnefs, witb-
" fevere countenance, faid unto them; ah, my lordes, I thought I had 
h ad wifer men of my counCaile than now I fi",! you. What difcretion .' 
was this in YOll th us to make the primite of the real'me, and one of you 
in office, to wai t at the counfaille.chamber doore among!} (erving men? 
You might havt confidel-ed that he was a counfail< .0 ..... el .. ),ou, and 
you had no fuch commifijoD of me fo to handle him. I was content 
that yOll lhould trie him as a counfellor, and not aa a meane fubjell~ 
But now 1 well perceive that things be done againll him maliciou/lie, 
and if fom. 1)£ you might have had your minde., you would haYe tried 
him to the uttermoft. But I doe you all to wit, and proteft, that if a. 
prince may bee beholding unto his fubjell (and fa folemnelie laying his 
h and u~on his breft, faid,) by the faith 1 owe-to God I take this man 
here, my lord of Canterburie, to bee of all other a moll: faithfull (ub­
jell unto us, and one to whome we are much beho : giving him 
great commendations otherwife. And, with that, one 0. · two of the 
chiefell of the counfaile, making their excufe, declared, tb'<l '~~e­
quelling his induraunce, it was rather men t for his triall and his purg ... 
tion againll tbe common fame and O~nder of the worlde, than for any 
malice conceived againft him. Well, well, my lords, (quoth the k ing-) 
take him, and well ufe him, as hec is worthy to bee, and make 00 

more ado . And with that, every man caught bim by the hand, and 
made faire weather of a1toge~~" which might eafilic be: G'1l1C wit.t& ) 
that man." iT.EVINS. 

f 
( 

I 
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KING HENR.Y VIII. 
• 'Tis his afpect of terror. All's not well., 

King. How now, my lord? You do de1i.re to know 
Wherefore I fent for you. 

ran. It is my duty, 
To ttend your highnefs' pleafure. 

·ng. Pray you, arife, . 
ood and gracious lord of Canterbury. 

111 

Com; , you and J mull: walk a turn together; 
I hay news to tell you: Come, come., give me your hand. 
Ah, m good lord, I grieve at what I fpeak, 
And al right {orry to repeat what follows; 
I have, nd mot, nwillingly, oflate · 
Heard m , n y grievous, I do fay, my lord, 
Grievous", mplaints of you ; whi h, being confider'd. 
Have mov ' us and our council, that you lhall 
This mar!'"'. g come before us; where, I know, 
You cann'9t with fuch freedom purge yourfelf, 
But that, till furtl,Ier trial, in thofe charges 
Which will require your anfwer, you mull take 
Your patience to you, and be well contented 
To make your houfe our Tower: You a brother of us r" 
It fits we thu5Jlroceed, or elre no witnefs 
Would come againft you. . 

Cran. I humbly thank your highnefs; 
And am right glad to catch this good occafion 
Moll; throughly to be winnow'd, where m;; chaff 
And rorn lhall fiy afunder: for, I know, 
There' s none ilam15 under more calumnious tongues, 
Than myfelf,poorman 9 • 

Killg . Stand up, good Canterbury; 
Thy truth, and thy integrity, is rooted 
In us, thy friend: Give lI).e thy hand, ftand up; 
Pr'ythee, let's walk. Now, by my holy-dame, 
W hat lP: :.ilerof man are you? My lord, I look'd 
You • Juld have given me your petition, that r" ~ . 

8 _ r.u a brotber of us,] You being one of the council, it is ne. 
cefrary to impriCon you, that the witneffes againll you may not be de­
~rred . JON N SON. 

I) Tban I "',J'If, poor mll~.] Poor man beion,s Pfobably to the king" 
reply. GR EY . 

. I 3 I 1Q.ould 



118 x: I N G HEN R Y VIII.' 
I fuould have t2!en fome pains to bring together 
Yourfelf and your accufers; and to have heard yoq 
Without indurance, further. 

Gran. Moft dread liege, 
The good I ftand 00 I is my truth, and hooefty ; 
If they {hall fail, I, with mine enemies", 

\ WiIl triumph o!er my perfon; which I weigh not, 
Being of thofe virtues vacant. I fear nothing 
What can be [aid againft me. 

Ki11g. Know you not 

'" 

How your ftate frands i' the world, with the whole 'Porld t 
Your enemies are than y, and not fmall ~their p "lices 
Muft bear the fame proportion: and not ever ' 
The j ftice and the truth 0' ~he queftion carri~. 
The due 0' the verdict with it: At what eafe 1 

Might corrupt minds procure knaves as corrJ~t 
To fwear againft you? fuch things have been dtne, 
You are potently oppos'd; and with a malice ' 
Of as great llze . Ween you of better luck 3, 

I m~an, i? perjur'd witnefs , .than your m~£ier. 
Wliofe mJnl£ier you are, whtles here hehv'q 
Upon thi s naughty earth? Go to, go to; 
YOLl take a precipice for no leap of dangeri 
And woo your own deftruction. 

Gran. God, and your majefty, 
Protect mine innocence, or I fall int~ 
The trap is latd for me ! 

King: Be of good cheer; 
They Jhall no more prevail, than we give way to; 
Keep comfort to you; and this morning fee 
You do appear before them: if they {hall chance, 
In charging you with matters, to commit you, 

I 'fbe good I jand on-] Though good may be t ake~ d'IJantagd 
or JUl'fYiorily, or any thing which may help or {upport, yet I '"'ould, I 
think, be more natural to f.y, The ground Ifland on-. JOH _ 

.. I, wilb mine ene .. ies,] Cranmer, I (uppore, means, tliat whenever 
llis honefiy fails, he /hall rejoice as heartily as his enemies at his de. 
fuultion. MALO" E. 

1 Weenyo. o{belltr luck,] To 'Ween is to Ihid, to imagine. Though 
!lOW obfolere, die wO'rd was common to all our ancifll writers. S T E £ v. I 
'. Tne ) 
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. KING HENRY VIII.' -
The bell: perfuafions to the contrary 
Fail not to ufe. and with what vehemency 
The occafion fuall infhuB: you: if entreaties 

I render you no remedy. this ring 
De ver them, and your appeal to us 

e make before them,-Look. the good man weeps! 
He _ onefi:, pn mine honour. God's blefl: mother! 
I fW/1 r, he is true'·hearted; and a foul 
None etter in my kingdom.-Get you gone. 
And d as I have bid you.-He has ftrangled 
His lar uage in his tears. [E."Cit C II. A N MER.. 

" . 
" E11ter all old Latly. 

Cm. [ ~yithill] . Come back; What mean you? 
Lady. r 11 not .come back; the tidings that I bring 

Will makr, my boldnefs manners.-No-YV'. good angels 
Fly o'er r:ly royal head, and fuade thy perfon 
Under their bleifed wings! 

King. Now, by thy looks 
I guefs thy meifage. Is :the queen deliver'd ~ 
Say, ay; and of a boy. 

Lady . Ay, ay, my liege; 
And of a lovely boy: The God of heaven 
Both now and ever blefs her 4 !- 'tis a girl. 
Promifes boys hereafter. Sir, your queen 
Defires your vifitation. and to be ' 
Acquainted with this fhanger; 'tis as lik~ you, 
As cherry is 0 chp.rry. 

King. Lovel 5,_ 

Enter LOVEL. 

Lo'l) . Sir. 
King. Give her an hundred marks. I'll to the queen. 

(Exit King. 

4~ _ . ~'Ief' ber I] It is doubtful whether iur is referred to the queen 
/ or the girl. JOH NSON • 

• ' As J be.Beve this play was calculated for the earof Elizabeth, lima. 
giJ)e, ber relates ,to the girl . MALON! . 

S LO'rId,-l Lovel has been juft (ent out of the prefence, and no no­
tice is given or his return: I have pl~ced it here at thF ipJtanf when the 
"'ing calls f~r pim. ST u: y~N S. 

. I 4 Lady. 



120- KING HENRY Vll1. 
Lady. Annundred marks I Byrhis light, 1'11 have mote; 

An ordinary gronm is for f~ch payme!lt. . 
I will have more, or fcold 10 O.llt of h1m. 
Said I for this, the girl is like to him? I 
I will have more, or elfe unfaY't; and now. 
,While it is hot, I'll put it to the iifue. • [£1' Y '. 

SeE N E II. 1: 
Bifore Ihe COUl/cil-C/)amher. 

Enter CRA NMER ; Ser'Vants, Door-keeper, f:!c. at nail/g. 
Cran. I hope, I ~m no~ too late; a.o(d yet t Igentle-

man, 

To make great hafte. All faft 1 what means t is [-Hoa! 
That was (ent to me from the counci l, pray'd \e 

Who waits there ?-Sure, you know me? I 

D. Keep . Yes, my lord; 
But yet I cannot help y.ou. 

Cran. Why? 
D. Keep . You; gr,ace mult wait, till you be caIJ'd for. 

Enter Do!1or BU TTS . 

Cran . So. 
B utts . This is a piece of malice. I am glad, 

I came this way (0 happily: The king 
Shall underftand it prefently. [Exit' B v T TS., 

Cran . IAji&. ] 'Tis Butts, , 
The king's phyfician; As he pall: along, 
How earneflly he caft his eyes upon me ! 
Pray heaven, he found not my difgrace! For certaiI' , 
This is of purpoCe lay'd, by fome that hate me, 
(God turn theirbearts ! I never fought their malice,) 
To quench mine hOllour: they would Ihame to make me 
Wait elfe at door; a fellow coun(ellor, 
Among boys, groom s, and lackeys. But their p 
Muft be fulJill' d, and I attend with patience. 

Ellter, aho'Ve, the King and BUTTS. ... 

J]UUI. I'll fhew your grace the ftrangeft fight,_ 
King. What's that, Butts 1 
BIIIII, 1 think, your highnefs faw thh many a day. 

KhJ~. 

f 



KINQ HENR Y VIII, u~ 

King. Body o'me, wh.ere is it 1 
BUill . There, my lord: 

T~ high promodon of his grlce of Canterbury ; 
Wli.~ holds his ftate at door, 'mongft purfuivants~ 
Pag&, and foot-boys. " 
, vi, . Ha! 'Tis he, indeed: 

,Is t 1 the honourthey do one anothed 
'Tis '9-' 11, there's one above them yet. I had thought, 
They j d parted fo much honefty among them, 
(At lea , good manners,) as not thus to {ulfer . 
A man I f his place, and fo near our falour, 
To dane, .attendi e on tlleir lord£hips' ple;uures" 
And at thl' door too, like II poft with packets. 
By holy Mfry, Blltts, there's knavery; 
Let them arone, and draw the c\lrtam clofe; 
We £hall h::ar more anon.-

Enter the Lord Chancellor 6 , the Duke of Su F FOL It, Emi 
of SU R R.EY, L ord Chamberlain, GARDINER, al1l/ ' 
C ROMWEt. L. 'The Chanallor pla(n himJif/ at the upper 
end of the table on the lift hand; a fiat /;ehlg lift 'lJoit/ 
abo'Vt him, as /or the Arch/JiJhop of Canterbury . 'Thl 
reftjeat thuiijel'IJeJ in order 011 each fide. CROMWELl, 

at the lower end, as /uretary . 

Chan. Speak to the bufinefs, maller Secrt:tary: 
W hy are we met in council! , 

C,'om . Plea{e"')'our honour~, 
The chief caufe concerns his grace of Canterbury. 

Gar. Has he had knowledge of it? 
Crolll . Yes. 

(j Enter tb. Lord Chancellor,-] In the preceding (cene we have 
heard of the birth of Elizabeth. and fro m the conclulion of the preCent 
it appears that !he is not yet chrificned . She was born September 7, 
J 53). anc aaptized on the 11th of the fame month. Cardinal Wolfey 
-'ia . ... tancellor of England froni September 7, Isr6, to the 25th of 
Oaober 1530, on which day the fcals were given to Sir Thom.& More. 
He held tbem till the 20th of May, 1533, when Sir Thomu Aud. 
Icy waS appointed Lord K"p". He therefore is the perfon here 
introduced; but Shakfpeare has made a miftake in calling him Lord 
Cl>anCtllor, for he did not obtain that title till the January after the 
Itirth of Elizabeth. MALO N • • 



u "KING HENRY VIII~ 
'Nor. Who waits there? 
D. Kup. Without, my noble ords? 
Gar .. Yes. 
D. Keep. My lord archbilhop; , 

And has done half an. hour, to know your pleafures,; ! 
Chan. Let him come in. '0 
D. Keep. Your grace may ent!!r now 7• ,~ 

[Cranll)er approaches the rouncil taMe. 
Chan. My good lord archbilhop, I am very font 

To fit here .at this prefent, and behold J' 
'That chair fl:and empty: But we are all men~ 
~ ll our o,Wn natures-frail, incapable 8 ; /.' ' 

Of 
• 7 r ou, grace .maJ tllttr IIII'W.] It is not eafy to afcertlin the mode of 

exhibition nere. The infide and the outfide of the ~ uncil-chambu 
(eem to be exhibited at once. Norfolk wilbin call , to thl keeper 'Witl>­
out, who yet i. on tbe flage, and fuppofed to be with Cranmer,. &c. at 
the outjid.ofthe doar of the cnamber._The Chancellor and counfellori 
probably were placed behind a curt.in at the back part of the ftage, 
.and fpoke, but wue nt.t feen, ti.lI Cr.anme, was call.d in. The ftage­
direction in the 019 copy. ",hich is, " Cranmer app,oacb .. the council­
table", not, "Cranmer mit" the council-chamber," {eems to counte-
lIance fuch an idea. , 

With all the " ap~iances and aids" that modern Janery furni/hes, it 
is impoffible to produce any exhibition that /haU p.""CCi fely COlTe­
{pond with what our author has here written. Our l. fs krupulous 
"nceftors were contented to be lold, that the {a me {pot. without any 
c:hange of its ap~arance, (except perhaps the drawin~ b2tk of a cur_ 
tain,~ was at once the outfide and the '"fide of the council-chamber. 
See tbt .Account oflbt old tbeatres. Vol.~. M.,.I.ONE, 

~ - But we art al/ men, 
I n our own natur .. frail, incapable j-] The old copy reads-and 

capable. For the emendation now made. I am an{werable. It i. one of 
thofe concerning which, I conceive, there cannot be any difference of 
opiniotl. The word capable a!.moll every where in Shakfpeare means 
intelligent, of capacity to underftand, <>r quick of apprehen.fion, So, iq 
K . R ichard Uf . 

_ " O. 'tis a parlous boy, 
" Bold, quick, ingenious, forward, capable I 

Again, in 11amllt: 
" His form and caufe conjoin'd, preaching to ftone., 

-.. 

" W ould make them capable." 
In the fame play Shakfpeare has ufed incapable nearly in the (enfe 

&"equired here: 
... As one incapable [i, e, unintelligent] of her own dillreC,," 

s •• 
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KIN G HEN R Y VITI. 
:Ot our flefh, few are angels: out of which frailtY, 
Anq want of wifdom, you, that beft fhould teach us, 
Have mifdemean'd yourfelf, and not a little, 
Toward the King firft, then his laws, in filling 
Th whole realm" by your teaching, and your chaplains, 
( ,pI', 0 we are inform'd,) with new opinions~ 

1 ' , and dangerous; which are hereJies, 
And, ot reform' d, may prove pernicious. 

Gal< Which reformation muft be fudden too, 
My no, e lords: for thofe, that tame wild horfes, 
Pace th m not in their hands to make them gentle; 
But ftopf-heir mC' hs with ftubborn bits, and [pur them, 
Till they ,,)bey the manage. If we fulfer 
(Out of our eannefs, and childiOI.\?ity 
To one man's honour) this contagIOus ficknefs. 
Farewel all ph;,f~ck: And what follows dlen j 
Commotions, uproars, with a general taint 
Of the whole flate: as, of late days, our neighbours~ 
The upper. Germany 9 , can dearly witnefs, 

So, M nr lion, in his Scourge if Pil/a.i., 1599: 
" To be peru.'d by all the dung-Ccum rabble 
" Of thin. brai n'd ideots, dull, uncapahl .... 

14'inthew in his DiBio.ary, 16 17, renders the word by intlocifit. 
The trnnfcriber's ear, J Cu pofe, deceived him, in the pafT_ge before 

us, as in many others j and the chancellor, I conceive, means to ray, the 
condition of humanity is fuch, th .. t we are all born frail in diCpofition. 
and ~lJ.ak in our unduflandings. The Cubfequent wo~s appear to me 
to add fu ch fupport to this emendatioD, that 1 have ventured, contrary 
to my general rule, to give it a place in the text; which, however, 
I.thQuJd Dot have done, h3d the original re ading afforded a glimmering 
pfYenfe: 

_we are all men, ' 
In our own Datures frail, incaphle j 
Of our Reth, few are angels: out of which frailly, 
And ~ua.1 ofwifdom, you, &e. 

Mr. Pope in his licentious method printed the pafTage thus, and the 
three fubfequent editor. adopted his {uppo{ed reformatioD: 

- we are all men, 
In our own natures {rail, and capable 
Of frailty, few are angel. ; from'Which {railty, &c. MALON Z. 

9 The upper Germally, &c.1 Alluding to the herefy of Thomu 
~untzer, which {prung up in Saxony 1n the years JseJ and J S'''''' 

OllZY. 

Y~t 



"4 ltl N G HEN R Y vnr. 
Y tt frefuly oitied in our memories. 

Cran. My good lords, hitherto, in all the progrer. 
Both of my life and office, I have labour'd, 
And with no little ftudy, that my teaching, 
And the {hong courfe of my authority, 
Might go one way, and fafely; and the end 
Was ever, to do well: nor is there living 
(I fpeak it with a fingle heart', my lords,) 
A man, that more detefrs, more frirs againft, 
Both in his private confcience, and his place, I 
Defacers of a publick peace, than I do. ) 
'Pray heaven, the'king lJlay never fi.v.r a heart 
With lefs allegiance in it! Men, that make 
Envy, and crooked malice, nourilhment, 
Dare bite the beft. I do befeech your lordlhips, 
That, in this cafe of jufiice, myaccufers, 
Be what they will, may frand forth face to face, 
And freely urge again1l: me. 

SlIf. Nay, my lord, 
That cannot be I you are a counfellor, 
And, by that virtue , no man dare accufe you. 

G.lr. My lGrd, becaufe we have bufinefs of more moment, 
We will be Ihort with you. 'Tis his highnefs' pleafure, 
'And our <:oncent, for better trial of you, 
From hence you be committed to the Tower; 
Where, being.but a private man again, 
You Ihall know many dare accufe you boldly, 
More than, I fear, you are provided for. 

Cran. Ah, my good lord of Winchefrei, I thank you f . 
You are always my good friend; if your will pafs, 
I Ihall both find your lordlhip judge and juror, 
You are fo merciful: I fee your end, 
'Tis my undoing: Love. and meeknefs.lord, 
Become a churchman better than ambition; 
Win 1l:raying fouls with modefiy again, 
Caft none al ay. That I Ihall clear myfelf, 
Lay all the weight ye can upon my patience, 
I make as little doubt, as YOll do confcience 

I _ .:diogle b.art-] A heart void of duplicit, or iuile. MALOIU. 

lD 
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KIN 9 HEN R Y VIII. 
In doing daily wrongs. I could fay more, 
But reverence to your calling makes me modell. 

Gar. My lord, my lord, you are a feClary, 
That'~ the plain truth; your painted glofs difcovers ". 

a IJ.en that underftand you, words and weaknefs. 
-~, m . My lord of Winchefter, you are a li t tle. 

:By y ur good favour, tOO {harp; men fa noble. 
Howl>, er faulty, yet (hould find refpect 
For WJ, t they have been: 'tis a cruelty, 
To loa, I a falling man '. 

Gar. ~Good m fier Secretary, 
I cry your honour mercy; you may, worll: 
Of all this table, fay fa. 

Crom. Why, my lord? 
Gar. Do not I know you for a fa va lire)' 

Of this new fea 1 ye are not found·. 
Cram . Not found? 
Gar. Not found, I fay. 
Crom. 'Would you were half fa honeft! 

Men's prayers then would feek you, not their.fllan~ 
Gar. I {hall remember this bold Ian age. 
Crom. Do.' 

Remember your bold life too. 
Chan. This is too much; 

Forbear, for (harne, my lords. 
Gar. I have done. 
Crom. Andl. . 
Cha7l. Then thus for you, my lord ",-It !lands agreed, 

1 take 

.. - your paintllJ l'o!s ai!eD"'''', &c,1 Thofe that underftand you 
under this p,!intta l lo!s, this fair ouclide, difcover your empty uJk and 
YOLir falce reaconing. JOHNSON. 

3 - 'tis /I crut/IJ') 
To I.ail" falling man.] This rentimen~ had occurred before. The 

lord chamberlain checking the carl of Surrey for h is reproaches t~ 
Wolfey, fays: 

" -- 0 my lora, 
" PrtJs not afalling Wlan tDofar." STlt EVENS . 

4 Chan. Tb", tbus for you, &c.1 This and the little (peech above_ 
" Thi . i. too much," &c. are in the old copy given to the Lord Cham. 
~trlai". The difrerenee between Cbam and 'Cha", i. (0 night, that J have 
1101 hclit~ted til Give them bll'b. 10 Lh ChiUl~cllorl who 1111 Crllbmer'. 

ClltU/lCC 



: I G HEN It Y vItro' 
I take it, by all voices, that forthwith 
You be convey'd to the Tower a prifoner ; 
There to remain, till the king '5 further plea[ure' 
:Be known unto us: Are you all agreed, lords r 

All. We are. 
Cran. Is there no other way of mercy, ,"'" 

:But I mull: needs to the Tower, my lords: ' I 
Gar. What other ( 

Would you expect r Yau are firangdy troublefome" 
Let fome 0' the guard be ready there. 

Enter Guard. E' 

C~an. For me r 
Mull: I go like a traitor thithed 

Ga,.. Receive him, 
And fee him fafe i' the Tower. 

Cran. Stay, good my tords, 
I have a little yet to fay. Look there, my lords; 
:By virtue of that ring, I take my caufe 
Out of the gripes of cruel men, and give it 
To a moll: n6ble judge, the king my mafter. 

Cham. Thls i 'he king's ring. 
Sur. 'Tis no counterfeit. 
Suf. 'Tis the right ring, by heaven: I told ye all .. 

When we firft put this dangerous ftone a rolling, 
'Twould fall upon ourfelve3. 

Nor. Do y,0u think, my lords, 
The king WIll fufFer but the little fing.er 
Of this man to be vex'd r ' 

Chtmt. 'Tis now too certain: 
How much more is his life in value with him r 
'Would I were fairly out on't. 

Cram. My mind gave me, 
In fee}ting tales, and informations, 
Againft this man, (whofe honeIly the devil 

entrance firn arraigns bim, and therefore, (without any ~onlideration 
of his high Ibtion in tbe council,) is the perfon to wbom Shak­
(peare would naturally amgn the order for his being committed 
to the Tower. The Chancellor's apologizing to the king for the 
c9mmittal in a Cubfequent patTage, likewife fupp:>rts the emendation 
DOW made, which was fu"cftcd by Mr. ClIpcll, MALONE. 

And ,.. 
,I 
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And his difciples only envy at,) 
Ye blew the fire that burns ye; Now have at yeo 

Enter King,fi·l1'tIJ1Jing on thtm; taRtI hit flat . 
Gar. Dread fovereign, how much are we bound to heaven. 

n daily thanks, that gave us fuch a prince; 
No ' IDly good and wife, but moft religious: 
One 'hat, in all obedience, makes the chu.rch 
T he l !lief aim of his honour; and, to ftrengthen 
That r. 11y duty, out of dear refpeet 
His royal {elf injudgment comes to hear 
The caufe betwiJ er and this great Offender. 

King. You were ever good at fudden commendations .. 
Bilhop of Winchefter. .Hut know, I come not 
To hear {uch flattery now, and in my prefence; 
They ue too thin and bafe S to hide ofFences. 
To me you cannot reach: You play the fpaniel lS• 

And think with wagging of your tongue to win me; 
But, whatfoe'er thou tak'ft me for, I am fure, 
Thou haft a cruel nature, and a bloody.-
Good man, [10 Cranmer] fit down. Now let me fee th 

proqdeft 
He, that dares mon, bllt wag his finger a thee ~ 
By. all that's holy, he had better fiarve, 
Than but once think his p ace becomes thee not 1. 

Sur. May it pleafe your grace,- • 
King. No, fir, it does not pleafe me. 

I had thought, I had men of fome underftanding • 

S 'Ibty are t. ,bilf, &c. ] i. e. the COmlllttlJa '0"' abov~ mlntionec!'. 
Mr. Pope in tbe former line cban&edj/""ery toj/am,.i", and thi. unnc­
,eITary emendation has been adopted by aU·the {ubfequenr editors. I 
Itelieve our author wrote-They are too thin and bare; and that the 
editor of the lirll: folio, not undedhnd ing the word, changed it to bal", 
as he did in K. H<nryIV. P. I. See Vol. V. p. 136, n. 4. MALON e. 

(; 'To me you cannot rtacb: J Ou play, &c. ] Mr. Whalley would read 1 

To one you cannot reach, you play the fpaniel, 
!' the relative vubo", being underll:ood." J think the old copy i. right. 

MALONE . 
7 'Tban bM' Olfet think his platt btcomtl tb •• riot. ] Who dares to fup_ 

pofe that tloe place or lituation in which he ii, i , not fuitable to thte 
alfo: who (uppo(cs that thou art not as lit for the office of a privy 
counrellor as he is. 

MI. Row; and all the {ubfc'iucnt editors read-fbi, place. MALONE. 
And 



i G HEN R Y VIII. 
And wifdom, o{lnycouncil; but I find none. 
Was it difcretion, lords, to let this man, 
This good man, (few of you defene that title.) 
This honell man, wait like a lowey {oot-boy 
At chamber door r and one as great as you are? 
Why, what a fhame was this? Did my commiffidn ,~. 
Bid ye fo far forget yourfelves? I gave ye 
Power as he was a counfellor to try him, 
Not as a groom: ' There's fome ofre, I fee, r 
Me.;: 011 t of malice than integrity, q 
Would try him to the utmoll, had ye mean; 
Which ye /hall neJer have, while I li"-:;: 

Chan . Thus far; 
M.y moll dread fovereign, may it li~e your grace . 
To let my tongue excufe all. What wa5 purpos'd; 
Concerning his imprifonment, was rather 
(If there be faith in nien) mea\1t for his trial, 
And fair purgation to the world, than malice; 
I am fure, in me. 

King. Well, well, my lords, refpea him; 
Take him, and ufe him well, he's worthy of it, 
I will fay thus much for him, If a prince ' 
May be beholding to a fubjea, I 
Am, for his love and fervice, fo to him. 
M ake me no more ado, but all embrace him; 
Be friends, fo~fuame, my lords.-My lord of Canterbury I 
'1 have a fuit which you muil not deny me; . 
That is , a fair young maid that yet wants baptifm, 
You mull be godfather, and anfwer for her. 

Cran. The greatell: monarch now alive may glory 

11 That ir, &e.] My fuit is, that you would be godfather to a fair 
young maid, who is not yet ghrill:ened. Mr. Rowe reads-Th .... is, 
tee. and all the fubfequent eaitors have adopted this unneee/lary altera_ 
tion. The final word her, we Ihould now confider 3& fuperlluous; but 
we have mlny inll:ances of a limitar phrateology in there playo I- or, the 
conO:ruction may be-A fair young maid, &c. you mut!: be lodfathcr 
[to]. and anfwer for her. So, before in this play: 

. " - whoever the king favoun, 
" The cardinal inftantly will find employment (for]. 
" And far enougb from court too." 

Again, in the Mercbant oj V •• ice: 
" How true a gentleman yhu (end relief[to]." 

See :LIfo Vol. IV. p. 505. n. 5, M ... ~g~l'. 
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• KING HE~ltT 

in ruch an honour; How may I defe"e it, 
That am a poor and humble fubjefl to you 1 

Xi"g' Come; come, mylord, you'd {pue your fpooris 9, 
ydU !hall have 

Two 
9 - Jou'J fp$rt ,olir /p0lJ4111 It appears by thls and Mother palfaie 

10 the next (cene, thtt the gotfips Ine (poons. JOHN IO~. 
It was the cuftom, long before the time of ShakfpeaJoe, for the 

(pon(on at ~hriftentnll, to ofter gilt (poons as a pre(ent to the~. 
Thefe (poons were caUed 4p.fll. /1''''''' becaufe the biuret of t~es 
were ca...ed on the .top. of the handles. Soch a were at once opulent 
I.Jld generous. gave th hole twelge; thofe who were either mote 
moderately rich or liberal, e(caped At the expence of the four evoDge_ 
lifh; or even fometimes contented themfel,e, with pre(eneing Olle (puOJi 
only, which exhibited tbe ligure of any faillt, in honour df whom the 
child received its name. 

aen Jon ron, in his Bartb.l.",.., F4jr, mentiQJlS Cpoon of this kind t 
&, - and,.l1 thi. forthe hope of a couple of Ilpo/Uefpoons, and a tUp to 
eat caudle in." So, in ./1 cbajlt Maid in Cb,al'jiJt , by Middleton, 1620 I 

" :to c.j. What has he given her? what is It, gomp? 31 Co/. A {aire 
high £landing-cup, and . \ .. 0 great ·pojll. /poo"s, one of them gilt. 
1. PUr< Sure tbat \faS Judas tben witb tbe red beard." 

Mr. Pegce, in bis preface to ~ F.r;/IH .r C"'y, a Roll of a"dm! E,,­
t 'ifo Co",ry, compil.d "bout A. D . J 390, kc. obferves thlt .. tbe IIc­
neral mOde of eating mult either have been with the fpoon or the lin. 
I(ers; and tbis, perha.ps, may have been the re.fon th t rpoon. b came 
the ufud prefent from ,omps to their god-child. en, at chrifrening •• " 

STZ I VINI, 
As the follo.,.,\ng frory, which it found in a colleCl:ioa of anecdotes, 

entitled M.rryP"JJDI~' ,ud "ajls, Mrs. Har!. 6395, contain an allu­
fion'to this euftom, and haa not,. 1 belin~, been publi/hed, it may not 
be an improper fu pplement to tblS account of apojlle /pOM'. It Ihew. 
that ou r authbr and nen JonCon were once on term. of familiilrity and 
friendfhipi however cold and jealous the latter might have be!n at a 
fubfequent period: 

.. Shakfp!ar. was godfather to one of Ben JonCon's children, and afler 
the cbriflenlnt, being in deepe Itudy, Jonfou came to chc~r him up, 
and afk'd bim wby he was fo melancholy ! No 'f: ith, Ben, fay. he, 
not I j but J have beene confidednc a great while what Jhould be the 
liltelt gift {or me to aeflow upon my gml-child, and I have refol,'d at 
I fl. I pr'ythtet what 1 Cays he_I' faith, Bcn, I'll give him a dousen 
good l"lttn [Latm 1 jpoon., and thou /halt tranllate them." 

The colleaoror thefe anc. dote. appears to have been nephew to Sir 
Roger L'Eftrance. He name, DDlln. IS the relater of thi. frory. 

'rhe praCl:lce of (ponfon &iv;og fpoon. at cbrifteningo continued to 
he latter end of the laft century, as appelf1 from a pampblet .. /itten 

a .inft Dryden, entitled 'Tbe Reajo., of Mr. BIlJts', CMlItrjion, ke. p. 14. 
VOl.. Vll. K A 
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'30 ING HENRY VIII. 
Two noble oartncrs with you; the old dutchers oCNorColtc; 
And lady ~arquifs Dorfet; Wilkhefe pleafe your 
Once more, my lord ofWinchefter, I charge you, 
Embrace, and love this man. . 

Gar. With a true heart, 
And brother-love, I do it. -" 

Cran. And let heaven 
Witne[s, how dear I hold this confirmation; . 

Kit/g. Good man, thofejoyful tears fu.ew tl.lY tr\leheart I. 
T.,,- .=~mmon v~ce, 1 fee, is veri.fy'd ... 
Of thee, which fals thus, DD my IDrd if CanUrbu,.7 
.A jhrewd tum, and he iJ your friend . , e'Uer.­
Come lords, lve triBe time away; I long 
To have this young one made a chriftian. 
As I have made ye one, lords, one remain; 
So I grow {honger, you more honour gain. [Exeunt. 

seE NEIll. 
crhe Palace rartl. 

Noifl and tumult <within: Enter Porter, tlnd his Man. 
Port. You'll leave your noife anon, .ye rafcaIs: Do 

At one period it was the mode to preCent gifts of a dill,rent kind. " At 
this time," [the lirfi: year of ~een El izabeth,] fay. the continu.tOT 01 
Stowe's Cbronicl., "and for man, y«res hefore, it was nc.t the ufe and 
cuftome, as n...ll it is, [1631,) for godfathers and gOdmothers gener,Uf 
to give plate at tbe baptifm Of children, (as If Dones, cups, and fuGh 
like,) but only to give tbrifl,"ing /him, with little hands and culfs 
wrought either with lilk or blew tliread; the beft of them for chief per­
Cons weare edged with a fmaUlace of lliack lilkc and golde; the high ell: 
price of wblch for great men's children were feldome above a r.oble, and 
the common (art, two, three, or four and five ruUing. a piece." 

Whether our autbor, when he (peaks of apoftle-(poons, has, as ufual" 
attributed the pradice of his own time to the reign of Henry VIII. 1 
h ve not been able to afcertain. Probably howevCT he is here accurate' 
for ,we know that certain pieces of plate were on fome occaflons the~ 
beftowed; Hall, who has written a minute account of the cbrifte"lin, 
of Eliubeth, informing us, that the gifts prefented by her fp<mfo.rs were 
a fi:anding cup of gold, and fix gilt bowls, with covers. Cbn1l. 
Hea,y VIrI. fol. :u8. MA LO x. ~ 

• - Iby Irll' heart.] Old COPI-Imms. Corrtfl 4 by the editor tf 
the fecoDd folio MALONE. 

yolol 
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you take the court for Paris-garaen ~? ye rude Ilaves leave 
lour gaping. ' 

With~l1. Good mafier porter, I belong to the larder • 
. Port. ~long tq the gaIlpws, and .be nang'd .. you 

rogue, Is this a place to roar in i-Fetch me a dozen 
crab-tree .alves, and ftrong ones; thefe are but fwitche 
to ~hem:-I'll fcratch your heads: You mufl: be feeing 
'chrd!:ervngs? Do you look for ale and cakes here, yOIol 
rude rafrrus) .-_ 

Man. "f>ray, fir, be patIent; 'tis as ch i e 
(Unlefs we fweep them from the door ith cannons,) 
To fcatter them, 'tis to make them fleep 
On May-day morning 4 ; which will never be: 
We may as well pulh againfl: Paul' s, as fl:ir them. 

Po,'t. How got they in, and be hang'd? 
Mal1. Alas, I know not; How gets the tide in 1 

As much as one found cudgel of four foot 
(You fee the poor remainder) could difiribute, 
1 made no fpare, fir. 

P ort. You did nothing, ur. 
Man. I am not Sampfon, nor)ir Guy, nor Colbr:md~, 

to 

1.-Parit-gayden I'J The bear.garden of that imo. J OHNSO • 
This celebrated bear-garden on the BankAide was fa c:.lled (tom 

Robert de Paris, who had a houfe and garden there in the time of Kin, 
Richard n. Rot. Claus. 16. R. n. dors. ii. Blount', LOSSOOI,A. 

MALol<&. 
The Glob. theatre, in which <:hakfpeare was a performer, ftood on 

the fouthern fide of the river Thames, and was contiguous to this 
noted place of tumult and diforder. See a fouth view ot Lundon, (as 
it appeared in 1599) publilhed by T. Wood, in Dilhop" Court, in 
Chancery-Lane In J77I. ST~£V& S • 

... On May-day morning lJ It was anciently the cultom for all ranks 
of people to go out a maying on the lirll: of May. It is on record that king 
Henry JJI. and queen Katharine partoo:C of this diverlion. , 'T u: v. 

Stow ay., rhat " in t.ho month of May, nameJy 01) May-day in the 
morning, every man, except impediment, woulcL walk into the CweP.t 
meadows and green woods, there to rej<lice their Cpirits with the beauty 
and Cavoij.l' of Cweet flowers, an with the noiCe p. e. concert] of birds. 
pn.iJing Cod in their kind." See alCo Brand's Objtr'VDtionl on PiIJI'Ja, 
Anri'luilitS, 8vo. )777,1" Z5j' R."I>. 

5 -.fir Guy, nor C.lbrand,j Of Cuy of Warwick every one has 
heard. Colbrand was the Daoilh gianta wlaGm C uy fubdued at Win_ 

K ll.i cbefter. 
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'K I N G HEN II Y VIII. 
to mow them down before me: but, if I {par'd 11ny, that 
had a head to hit, eiLher young OS" old, he'or {be, cuck­
old or cuckold-maker, let me never hope to fee a chine, 
again; and that I would not for a cow, God [ave her. 

Within. Do feu hear, mailer Ported 
Port. I 111all be with you pre{ently, goo~ maller pup- ~"',J 

py.-Keep the door c1ofe, ' furah. • 
Man. What would you have me do? . 
Port. What {bonld- you do, but knock them:iown by 

dozens? Is this Morefieldr , rililfter ~I :. or have 
we'" Offie:. .c.:-.i;e Indian 7 with the great tool come to 
court, the womeJ1:'fo<befiege U~? Ble[s me, what a fry of 
fornication is at door I On my clui Ian confcience, this 
one chrilfening will beget a thoufand; here will be fa­
ther, gUdfather, and all together. 

Maf. The {poons will be the bigg • fir. There is 
a fellow wmewhat near the door, he 1l.ouM be a brazier 
by his face I, for, 0' IUY confciente, twenty of the dog­
days now reign in's rlbfe; all that !land about him ale 
under the line, they need no other ' penance: That fire­
drake • did I hit three times on the head, • nd three times 

was 
chencr. Thdr combat i. very elaborately defcribed' by Drayton in hi' 
Pbryolbion. JOHJ'UON. .. 

o _Mortjieldl to m"jltr j" 1] The train-band. of the tity were exer-
cifed in Morelield •• JOHNSON. -

7 _ Jo",e1" gt J'lIJa_J To what cir~um/bnt" lht. refers, per. 
,haps, cannot be exaCtly known. A limilar one occurs ir. Ram.AII'f, 
or M,rry 'Trit.J, 1611 I 

" You /hall fee the ftrange nature of an outlandHb b:a/l: 
" Lately brou@htfJ'om the land of C'"ai .... 

Again, in 'Th, 'Tw. N.bl, KinJ_n, by Fletcher, and Shakfpeare, 1614: 
.. 'fhe Bayian with long tail and eke long TOOL." COLLIIII. 

Fif. i. in the print of Morris .daneen, at the end of King II.wry 11'. 
has a bib wJtich extends below the doublet; and its length might be 
c.lelilaced for the concenhnent of the phallic obfc.nity men' ned by 
Beaumont and Fletcher, of which perhaps the lJlWiatl fool hibited 
aD occafional view for th~ iverlion ofourindelieateOlnceftors. TOLLEr. 

II _ b. ftC"MDt a brafier by hi. foet,l A b.alllitr anilies to. JIlan 
that manuf.Cturel braC" and a refervoir (or charcoal occa Ii on aJ Iy heated 
tOqlDIleY wannth. Both thefe feofes are here IlOderftood. JOHNSON. 

oj': 'Tblll lirtdrake-l A firt J.d, is tIuu de{cribed by Buil-oJur j 
biIE"pofitor, s.o. 1 ')/J: "l"imJrd.. A fir. fMlletimcs (cen Bying In 
the ni&ht, like a "{';'" Common people think it a fpirit that keepetli 

(OlZ)c 



itlNG HENRY Vnf. J 1 
as his kfe difc arg'd againft me; he hods there, Jik~ 

~ morta.r-piece, to blow us. There was a haberda/her's 
wife of fm;t\l wi! 9 near him, that rail'd upon me till her: 
llink'd porririger fell olf her head I, for kindling fuch a 
combullion,;b the frate. l mifs'd the meteor" once, and 
hit tba~~an, who cryid Oll.t, d ulil 3! when I might 
fee fro faN:Qme forty truncheoneel's draw to her fuccow·. 
which e e ftrand 4, \Vhere /he \Va u _ 
ter'd. They feU on; I m 0 • j n~th 
they came to the broomll:aff' with me , defy'd them 11:111; 
when Cufldenly a of boys behind them, loofe fhc:>t', 
deliver'd fuch a fhower of pebbleR, that I was fain to draw 
mine honour in, and let them win the work: The devil 
was amongll: them, I think, Curely. 

Pori. Thefe are the youths that 
houCe, and fight for bitten apples 6 ; 

thunder t a play­
thllt no audie!''''' 

bu~ 

(ome trearure hid; but philo{ophers aftirme it to be a areat unc'Iu.1 'K­
balar;"" iolbmed betwe no two cloudl, the ODe hor, the other cold, 
which is the rca(on that it ~ICo fmoketh; the middl part whereof, ae­
,;ording to tbe prO(fertion of tbe hot cloud, beina greater lira" the rolt, 
maketh it (eeme like a bellie, and both ends like unto a head nd tile." 

MALO •• 
9 'Tbt"~(J' a haberdalher's ~vife 0/ {mall wit_] Ben )oolon, whoCe 

haM Dr. Fumer thinks may be traced in di/ierent p u of this pIa" 
ufos this expre/Jion in bit induaJon to the Magn.ticA LatlJ-: "-and all 
babtrlUzjbm oj pull 'Wit, I pre(ulbe." MALON •• 

• - till b., plnk'd porringer f,n .ff"" b,ad,] Her ,Inl'd /IIrrl"ger 
ia her pink'd <:ap, which looked a. i(ft h-.! been moulded 0 a porringer. 
So, in 'Tb. 'Tami,,! oltb. [brll'lI 

" /lab. H!tre is the cap your worlhip did e(pealc. 
" Pet. Why this was moulded 00 a porrl1'I'~." MALON I 

... - r6, •• I.orl Tbe firc.drake, tbe brlfier. JOHIUON. • 
] -~b. crud 0111, clubs-l This WAI the u(ual try, when an alt .... ' 

"appeoed in the ftrcet. By cfob., perfona armed with elublor /l,vCI we 
/'Deant. See Vol:III. p. ZJ9. n. 6, a~ Vol. YJ. p. n,n. J. M.LoNe. 
4~.hC)pe ojl.hejlrand,J Hanmer reads, tbtforlom b.p •• )OlUUON . 

• - tHbtb,o.mjlifwith IJI.,-] TheoJd copy hU-II Ibe. Corrected 
y Mr. Pope. MALONI. • 

s _/oofe O1ot -] i, e. looCe or random j!COIIrI. 
p. 364, D. 7. MALONe. 

f> _ tb.t lb ... ." III ",,,,,,,.,,p, ".dfi,bt fq,. bill ... "/>pIli iJ Th~ 
rices of Ceats fer the Yulgar in our andeot tliealre' were fo very low, 

th t.we (al1llot wonder if they were IiUed ith the tumultllolU elm. 
K 3 paDy 



134 :It I N G HEN ~ Y VIII: 
but the Tribulation of Tower-hill, or the limbs of Lime. 
houfe 7, th.eir dear brothers, are al:le to endure. I have 

, fome 
pany defcribed by ~hakfpeare in this fcen~ So, in the cur, Hor'nbod. 
by Drcker, 1609' "You~ groundling and gallery-com ner buys his .... 
{fort by thF penny." 

In Wit 'Witpout Monry, by B. and Fletcher, is the foV~ ' ing men­
tion of them ,-" break in at plays like prentices, for tb ;j' a rDl1(, and-
"ack nut, with the fcholars in penny roo"!. ag~i" ~ 
.A.eain, in the Black Booi, 1604"~ room. in ~noufes are 

(pokeD- ",. ".l· _ 'Nigbt- alAs, by Decker, J616: 
" Pay thy t'Wope';;. to ~player in this gaUery, thou may!ft liT by a har_ 
lot." STJUV£N6. , . 

See the AccDunt of our old TbeatTlS, Vol. I. MALONE. 

7 _ the Trihulation oj'ID'UJer-bill, or tbel1mh, if Lime.bou!t, 1 I fuf­
pell the Trihulation to have been a puritanical meeting.houfe. The 
limb. oj Limebou!e, I do not undetfbnd, J OH N SON. 

Dr. Jobnlbn" conj~aure may be cO'lnt~nanced by the following paf­
(age in "Magnificence, a goodly interlude and Illerry, de.iCed and made 
by <:11.yl1: f ~k )ton, poe -laureate, lately deceafyd." Printed by Jaw. 
Rafte!, fol. no date: ' 

" Some fall to foly them {elfe for to fpyll, 
" And fome fall prechynge on tourt by If. " STJ. EVENS. 

Alliteration has given rife ~o many cant expreffions, coofJ1Hllg of 
wqrds paired together. Here Y(e have cant names far ti e i!\habiranta 
of thefe places, who were notori9u~ fllritans, coined fOI e humour 
of the alliteration. In the mean time it mul1: not be for!Otten, that 
f' precious limb." was a common p4rafe of ~ontempt for the puritans. 

T. WARTON. 
Limehoufe wasobefore the time of Shakfpeart, and has cO:ltlDue4 t~ 

be ever loce, the relidence of thoCe who furni/h fiorts, fails, &c, fot 
lhipping. 4- great number offoreigners haying been conl1:.ntly employ­
ed in theC~ mallufallures (many of which were introduced from other 
countries) tbey alleOlbled tbemfelves under their feveral pafiors, and 
number of places of different wor/hip were built ih confequeDce of their 
refpetcive a/Taciation.. As th~y clq/hed in principles, they had frequent 
quarrels, and the place has ever lince been famous for the variety of its 
feas, and the turbulence of its inhapitanu. It is not improbable that 
Shakfpeare wrote-fbI l_mbs or Limtbou{e. 

A Ii/tlb of the devil, is, jlowever, a common 'vulgorifm; and in A 
IV- 'Iritk toch,at tbeDe'llil, 1636, thefam,e kind of exprcfiion Oec n' 

" ) am a puritan; one that will eat nu porkJ ,.,,' 

" Doth ufe to /hut his /hop on Saturdays, . 
" And open them on Sundays : a fami/ill, 
I< And one of the arch limb' or Beitebu~"1 

A~ain, ill Evtry Man out of bi, [fumour: 
, ." f cannot ~bide th Ce lill bs of fattin, or rather Satm, &c.I' 

STJ:E VI! '$, 

It 
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fome of them in Limbo Pdt,..", " aDd there they are like 
todlLnce thefe.three day'; befides the running banquet 

, ()f two beadles 9. ,that IS to come. 

It appears from Stowe's SlIr",.y tbat tbe inhabitants of Tower-hill 
were remarkably turbulent. 

lc may however be dDubted, wbether this paffage was levelled at the 
[pectators alfembfed in any of the tbeatres in our autl,or's time. It may 
:.have been pointed at [orne apprentices and inferior citizen., who ufed 
ot.caJionally to appear on tbe Jh\!F, in bis time, [or their amu(ement. 
'II" Pa/fgra",e or HeeD, of Germatly, was acted in 1615, by a company 
of citizens at the Red Bull; and, The Hog blflb 10/1 bi! Pelfrl" a come· 
dy; 1 14> rs faid, in the title-pIIge, to have been p blickly att d by 
certain London 'prenlie" . 

Thefigbtln{ for hitftn Iffpler, wbich were then, as at prefent, thrown. 
on.1 e ftage, L ~ee.the lnduction to Bartbolom .. u Fair I ,. Your judg­
ment, rafeal; for wbat I-Sweeping the ftage 1 or cathering up the 
broken apple. 1- "1 and th,e words-I< which no audltne, can endure," 
might lead us to {uppofe that thefe tbuDdere,. at Ib, pla'y.houf~, were 
actors, '~nd not fpectators. , 

7bt limb. oj Limehollft, tbeir d,ar b,olberr, were, pcr!"ps, young citi. 
zens, who went to (ee their friends wear the bulkin. A paO'age in '1 h. 
Staple oj N ew., by Ben JonfoH, Act III. (c. I~fr, may throw (0 e 
liglit on that now before us: 'r Why, 1 had it f~om my maid 'joan 
Iiearfay, and ale had it from·a limb of the fchool, Ihe iaYl , ' little 
limb of njne years old,-An there were no wifer than 1, I would have 
ne'er a cunning (ehool-mafl:er in England.-They make al\ their 
feholars fJ/~y-boy', Is't not a line tight, to (ee all our children made 
inrtrluderr f Do we pay our 'money for this? We fend them to learn 
their grammar and their Terence, and they learn their play-books. "­
SchooL-boys, apprentices, the ftudents in the inns of court, and the 
mem ers of the univertities, all, at this time, wore oceafionally the 
ro~ r e bu!k.in._However, 1 am by no means confid~nt that this 
is the true ioterpretation of the ~aOage before us. M 1\ LOl' ~. 

ti _ in Limbo Palru",J He me.ns, in conlinemenc. In limbo con­
tinues to be a cant phrafc In the fame fenfe, at this day. MI\LOl'l£, 

II - running ban'lutt ojlWO i>eadltr,] A I'Ublick whjpping. J OK " 

~ee p. 33, n. '/-. M ... .l.ONJ:. 

K + YOllr 
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136 KING H-ENRY VII{.' 
Yoar faithful fd/!.I\ds o'the fnQurbs 1 We {hall hay 
Oreat ftore of room, no dOnbt, leff for the ladies. ' 
When they pafs back from the chriftcning. . 

Port. An't pleafe yojU honour, 
We :j,re but men; and what fo many may d(,. 
Not being torn a piece", we have done: J 
An army cannot rule theJ11. 

Cha11l. As I live, 
If the king blame me for'~, rlllav _ 'l 
:: J .:. ~ "~els. and. fiuislenJy· "' :.:;. on your heads 
Clap round niles, fep- negu:ct: You are lazy knaves; · 
And h~re ye li~ baiting of bumbarc\s :. when 
Ye Ihould do feryice. Hark, the t ::-umpets fO\lnd; 
They are come already froPl tpe chrifiening ; 
Go, bFeak aJIl~:)Og the,prefs, and lind a w?-y out 
To let the ~roop pafs fairly; or. I'll find 
A ,Marlhal{ea, fhall hold you play thefe twO ~onths. 

Port . Make way there for the princef!. 
Mall. You great fellow, frand -clofe uf, or I'll mak~ 

yollr head ake. 
P01'l. You i'the cambler, gFt up p'the raiJ; I'll pic~ 

yon olef the pales eIfe '". [?,xturzt, 

S C :t: N E IV; 
Cf'heJame. ' 

pnterg'ru~pe!sdound;'lg; Ihm two !lderlllt1', lord Mayor, 
(;arttr, C It A N M E Il..; Duke if N1> It POL K, with hit Mar­
./barl fla.ff~ Dllh of SUFFOLK, !<WO NOblemen dtaring 
great jlandillg bOWls for the cbriflenillg gifu; 1M four. 

leme,! hearillt a canopy, Imdtr 'Which the Dutcl¥jr of 
t _ btrt,.lit b iring of bumbards,) A hu.bardi. an.lt.b.".'; to 

/illit ./lmfJar", i t o lii'1"" to Ii ... , tb./pigol. JOH)/501< • 

. It appea fr ro. ~1l' ge iQ Shirley's Martfr'J SoiJiu, 1638, All II. 
(c. ii. hat h;I .b .. rd. Iyer. the lar~e .elTels in which the beer was car­
lied to foldiers UPOll duty. 'J hey refembled blll(*jac/a of leather. 
in tf/. ,,:Oll', a {y.·alhtrcpd, 16n.: "She looif.s like a, blllc' " b.r-' 
with a pintpotw.itingllponit." ST£XV£I"'. 

2. r II pick you DIY lb. pili tl tlk) To pid is to pitch. " To pi'" a dart. 
Cole tell!l j:rs,jot ulor. DIeT. 1679' See I note on CCd./au" All I. 
(G. i. whe." t e word is, as) conceive, riSh Iy f~I:.-Here the fpolling 

•• file ol~ copy is pt~A: MALON £. 

Nor.-



KING HENR Y VItI. 

rO il FOL K, god",Mhtr, IJlarin! thl chili rhhfy haIJittti itt 
(Z ",antl" E5 (.' (['rain bornl 6, a La"y: tblltfollo<tIJs tH 
Marchio!lefs ofDollSlT, thl Dtb" !luillfotbtr,IlJIJ iAdill, 
Cf'ht trDDp.halts, all" Garttr /plds. 

rt. • aven, from thy endlefs goodnefi, fend pro{­
~ lifi long, and ever happy, to the high aD4 
~l~hty pI· fs of EngJand, Elizabeth S ! 

t ....... .t.at.u ~ing, ahd <['rqin. 

\. Cran. [lnlt!ing.l And to • royal I .. "", and 
good quee .. 

My noble partners, an myfelf, thus pray;­
All comfort, joy I in this mon gracious lady, 
Heaven ever laid up to make parents happy, 
May hourly fall upon ye ! 

King. Thank you, ~ood lord archbiJhop : 
What is her name 1 

eran. Elizabeth. 
King. Stand up, lord...... [~.hl Ki"llijfos thl chili .. 

With this kifs take my bleffing: God protett thee! 
Into whofe. han~ I give thy life. 

Cran. Amen. 
Ki1~g. My noble goffips, re have been tooptodigal; 

I thank ye heartily; fa !hal this lady, 
W en ihe has fo much Engli!b. • 

Cran. Let me f.peak, fit, 
For Heaven now bIds me; and the words I utter 
Let none think flattery, for they'll find them truth. 
This royal infaqt, (heaven run move about her!) 
Though in her cradle, yet now promifes 
Upon this land a. thoufand thoufand blefiings, 
Which time ihall bring to ripenefs: She !ball be 
(But few now living can behold that goodnefs) 
A pattern to all princes living with her, , 
And that !hall fucceed: Sheba was never 
~6fe covetous of wifdom, and fair virtue, 

3 Ht""'t~,f"" t~ '''''eji rotll • .p, &c.] Thefe words are not tb/l 
invention of the poet, having been pronounced at the chrille I of 
E~abcth. See Hall's Chrolli"" Hear, VIU. {ol.uS. MUON E. 

5 Thaa 
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Than this pure foullhall be: all princely graces,. 
That mould up fuch a mighty piece a~ this is, 
With :tIl the virtues that attend the god, . 
Shall frill be doubled on her: truth Ihall nlJrfe her. 
Holy and .heavenly thoughts ftill counte1 her: .,,-' 
§he Ihall be lov'd, and fear'd: Her own Ihall b.l s he 
Her foes fhake like a field of beaten corn, 
And hang their heads with forrow : Gp04 g W$ th her' 
!".b..e.r days, every man fhall . ;u :Mefj4, . - - ' 
U9-~r . ~ .;~~ .. ?fIW, ,, ~. ~ p)an,ts;. and ling 
"J'he merrl fongs 0(( peace to all his ne\g,hbo).lrs : 
God fhall be truly known; and thofe about her 
From her fhall read the peJ;feCt W:tYfl of hon.our s, 
And by thofe claim their greatnefs, not by blood. 
[Nor fhaJl this peace neep with het 6: But as when 

The 

4- _ tvtry man jhllll tat jn ["fety,l This part of tbe prophecy feems 
to hay.e beel) burJefqued by B. ,an4 Fletcher in the Btggar'. BfJjh~ where 
orator iRiggin i, making his c9.ncratulatory fpeech to the new king of 
the beggars: 

.,e Each man than ea-t his ojYn ftolen .eggs, and burter, 
'c In his own ihade, or (un/hine," &c. • 

The original thought. however, is borrowed froln the fourth ~hapteror 
the firft bo It of Ki"g': " Every man d,'Ielt fafely under hi vine.'­

S:rEEVl:NS. 
5 _ tbe ptrfef1.ways a/honDur,] Tbe old copy reads qllAJ. The 

flight emendatIOn now made is fully juftified by the fubfequent line, ana 
by the fcriptljral exprellion which our author probably had ~n his 
thotrghts. "Her ,",aJ~ ~re ~a'l <;If pleafantnefs, and all h r paths 
are peace." MALO~E. • 

6 Nor jhalJ lhi. p,a" jlu/, 'With htn) Thde lines, to tbe inter­
ruption by die king, feem to have been mferted at (olDe revival of the 
p1ay, after the accellion of king James. If the pa/llge, included in 
crotchets, be left oUl, the {peoch of Cranmer proceeds in I " regular 
tenour of prediction and continuity of (enti ents; but, by the inter­
politi on of the new lines, he firft celebrates Elizabeth's fucce/lor, aod 
then willies ne did not know that /he was to die; firll: rejoices at the 
confequence, and then laments the cauCe. Our authour was ~ \ ce 
politick and idle; he refolved to Batter J ames, but negleCted to redu." 
the whole {peoch to propriety, or perhaps intended that the lines in­
ferted ihould be fpoken. in the action, and omitted in the publication, 
if any pllblication ever was in his thoughts. Mr. Theobald has made 
the fame ohfervation. JOHN SON . • 

I agree entirely with Dr. Johnfon with refpeU to the tilDe when 
thefe 



KI G HEN R Y VIII. 
The bird of wonder dies, the maiden phrenix. 
Her alhes new create another heir, 
'As great in admiration a herfelf; 
So Ihall {he leave her blelfednefs to one, 

• (When en (hall call her from this cloud of darknef:) 
.YfRJ>s.fto Ie facred a!hes of her honour, 
·SJt.{ll ftar- .. rife, as great in fame as Ihe was, 
And fo ft d fi"old: Pace, lenty, love, truth, terror, 
That wer er an . chofen infant, 

'" Shall then be his, and like a VI '" . "Wl Ill,..,.., 
Whereyer the brightJun of heaven !hall ine, 
His honour and the gre tnefs ,If his name 
Shall be, and make new nations 7: He !ball flourilh, 
And, like a mountain cedar, reach his branches 
To aU the plains about him :-Our children's children 
Shall fee this, and bIers heaven. 

King. Thou fpeakeft wonders.] 
Crall. She {hall be, to the happinefs of England .. 

An a$ed J?ri-ncefs 6; many days {hall fee her, 
, And 

there addition.llin.s were inferted. See An Alltl/lpt to "!"rlai,, thur"" 
of Sbakjp.are'. plaJ~' Vol. J. l rufpe~ they were ~dded in 1613 , after 
Shakfpeare h.d quitted the Ii.ge, by that h~nd which t.mpered with 
the other parts of the play fo much, as to bave rendered the verfi6~ation 
f/( it of a different colour from .11 the other plays of Shakfpeare. 

'. MALOl'/Z. 
7 Hi. b.""ur an lb. grtat~if' if /;;. flalll. 

Sbill/b., lInd md'fI'''' nari.nll ] On a pic!ture ofthi, contemptible 
king, which formerly belonged to the great B~ un, ~n~ i now in th .. 
pollCffion of Lord Grimfton, be il ftyled iTl'l"rii Arlantirl to.tllt.,.. The 
year before the revival of this pl3y (16n,) there was a lottery for tbe 
pl.~tation of VlTginia. TheCe line .. probably lIude to the feulement of 
that colony. MA LON • 

8 be jhall b., to tbe bappi •• /. of Entland, 
A. ag.d princefs,) The tranfition here from the complimentary 

addr r. to king Jal/lts the /irli is fo abrupt, th at it reem. obvious to 
at compliment WQS inferted after the .cceffion of that prince. 

was wrote, a, in my opinion it.w.s, in the reign of queen 
th, we may eafily determine where Cranmer', e.logium of that 

princefs concluded. 1 make no quellion but the p"et relied here: 
And clai", I'] tbof. tbeir frlat.if., not by blood. 

All th t the bithop rays after :h. , was an oecllional homage paid to her 
fuccel1~r , and evidently inferted aft~r ber demiCe. How nlturally, 
lNithout thi s inCertion, does the king', juy and fati fac!tory rellec!tion 

pop t c; billio '$ prophecy, come in I 
• K ing. 



·4& KIN G HEN,R Y VIII~ 
.And yet no day without a deed to-crown it. 
'Would r had knolvn no more! b t lhe mull die, 
She mull. the faints mull have her; yet' a virgin~ 
Ii moll llnfpotte4 lily lhalllhe pafs 
To the groun4. and an the world !hall mourn ~ 

King, 0 lord archbilhop, <~ ' -

Thou hall made me now a man; never, hefo-Ie ' 
This happy child. did I get any thin' .. ' ~ 

,.."., ........ u· s' oracle of ~omfort has fo me, 
That, w H_, I {hall deflre 
To fee what this cl\ild does, and praiji: my Maker._ 
lthank ye all,-To you, my good ~r'd mayor, 
And your good breth'ren 9, 1 alll much beholding; 
1 have receiv'd much honour by your prefencet 
And ye lhall find me thankful. Lead the way, lords;­
Ye mull all fee the queen . and {he mull thank ye, 
She will be ficlc elfe. This day, IlO man think 

• 

lie has bufi.nefs at hi.s houfe; for alllhall llay, 
This litt1e one lhall make it holiday I. [EXllINt, 

King. 'nqu If,deft wand.,. . 0 lord arcbbijhop, 
'Ihoujl made m. ntYlil a matt. N.",." btfo" • 
This happy child, did I l't any ,hing, &c: 

Whether the king would (0 properly have qude this inference, upOIll 
Ilea ring that a child of (0 great hopes Ihould die without ifiue, is fult­
mitted to judgment, TH £OBALD. 

P And your go6'.:1 hr<lh'r,n,] The old tc\Py haS-And., •• , atc. Th. 
correction was made by Dr •• Thirlby. So. in K. Henry Yo 

" The mayorand' all his breth'ren in beft fort." MALONJ:. · 
.. The play of lI'nry the Eighth is one of tho(~, which lUll keeps pof .. 

kffiOH of: the ftag., by the {plendout of 'its pageantry. The C')Iona­
tion, about forty. years ago, drew the people together iR multitudes for 
a great part of the winter. Yet pomp is not the only meri t of t!lj~ 
play. The meek forrows and virtuous diftrefs of K atharine hue fur­
Jl ijh~d forne (cenes , which may be juroy numbered amoRg the greatel!: 
,,/forts of tragedy. But the genius of Shakfpeare t omes in and goes 
!DIlr with Katharine. ~verl other part may be aru~ ,onccived aq4 
cafuy written. jOHNS01'. ' 

E PI,. 

\ 
\'. 

~J 
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E p I L o G u E; 
\ 'Tis t~n to one, this play c n never pleafe 

All tha re here: Some come to take their eafe. 
An ep~.tn act or two; but thofe, we fear, 

i We have trighted with our trumpets; fo, 'tis clear. 
They'll fay, 'tis naught: others, to hear the city 
A bus' d e ~ 4 to err ,-that's <witty ! 
Which we have \lot done nel<l1.<:r· >1..0, , ·1 fear. 

.. AU the expected good we are like to hejJ' 
For this play at this .' e, is only in 
The merciful cOllitruction of good women; 
For fuch a one we lhew' J,em": If chey fmile ' • 
. And fay, 'twill'do, I know, within a while 
All the beft men ate ours ; fot 'tis ill hap, 
If they hold, when the~r .ladies bid them cIaJ>. 

:. juch a on. "". Jht<W'J them: 1 In the charaaer of KatharIne. JOH!U~ 
J If tbey {mile, &c. J This thought is too much Jlackney'd. It bact 

been ufed all-eady in the Epilogues to.A. r.1<' LiA.lt, ud the feconct 
part of King H.nry IV. STJ:lIVENS • . 

J :rilough it i. very difficult ro .decide whether /bort pieces be genuine 
Or fpurious, yet I cannot reitrain myfelf from exprelling flly (u(picioll 
that neither the prologue IIor epilogue to this play is the work of Shalt­
fpeate; "." ",ultus, "on ,.I.r. It appears to me ery likely that ther 
were fuppI;ed by the friendlhip or officioufnefs of Jonfon, whofe man­
ner they ' .... ilI be perhaps found exacUy to reCemble. There is yet an­
otber furpoli tion poffible , the prologue and epilogue may hne 1!eeIl 
'Written afterShakfpeare's departure from the thge, upon fome acci­
dental tevival of the play, and there wil1 then be reaCon for imaginin, 
that the writer, whoever he Wa!, intended no great kindneCs to him, 
t i. play being recommended by a fubtle and covett cenfure of hi. other 
works. Therei. in ShakfpeareComuch offoo{a"Jfilbt; . 

- tht ftlloow • 
In a l.'l motity coar,guarata'ftJitb yellO'Vl, 

:appears fo often in his <!tama, that I think it not very liKely that he 
would have animadverted (0 felierely on himfelf. All thil, however. 
mu received as very dubious, fince we know not the exaCl d:lte of 
.• or t e other play., and cannot tell how our authour Jllight. have 

chaogeri hispraClice or opinions. JOHN SON . 
Dr. J ohnron 's conjea-re, thus cautioully itated, has been /inee 

.ftrongly confirmed by Mr. Tyrwhitt's note, p. 4, by which it appeara 
that trus play wa. revived in 1613, . t which time withoutdollbt the (0-

lo,u~ 

\ . 
j 
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logue and epilogue were added by Ben J en(on, or (ome other llenon, 

j • • MALONE, 

I entire!, agree ID opinjon with Dr . Joon(on, that Ben ]on(ol1 
wrote tbe prologue and epilogut to this play. Shakfpeare had a little be. 
fore allilled him in hi. Stjanus j and Ben Was too prdud (0 reeei"" ad 
flft.ncc without returning it. I t is probable, that he drew up the 
direction. far the parade at the cbriJIening, &e. which his ~ oyment at ~ 
court would teach him. and Sbakfpeare mull be ignora~ o •• --J...lhink" 
I now and then perceive his hand in tbe dial, ue. 

It appears from StD'Wt, tbat Robert Green wrote (omewhat on thit 
(ubject. FARMU . 

See tbe firll fcene of t his play, P'.7, n : ~ A LO#. 
In fupport of Dr • .., , IIlIon, I t may not be amif. to quote_ 

the following lines fJ m old Den's prologue to hi. Every Man in hit 
Humour: , 

" To nIakt a child ne~11 fwadJleJ, lo.trotul 
It Man, and then ./hoot up, in one beard I7nd ~('ud 
.t Pajl tbretJcore years: or with tbr .. rufly J'W.rds, 
" And btlp of Jemt few foot-anJ.baff-joot 'Words, 
" Figbt over TorR and Lancajltr's Ion: wanl 
" And i1) tbe tyring .bouJe," &c. S Tl:EVENS . 

'The hillorical dramas are now concluded, of which the two part! 
(If Benry tb. Fourtb, and H.nry tbt Fiftb, are among the happieR: of 
our aUlhor'. compofitions; and King John, Ricbad the Third, and 
Henry th. Eightb, defervedly Il:and in the (econd d a(s . Thofe whol'e 
curiofity would refer the hill:orical (cenes to their original, may conful t 
Holinlhed, and fometime. H alJ: from Holinlhed Shal:.fi>eore has often 
infe rted whole fpoeches with no more alteration than w .. neeollary to 
the numbers of hi. verfe. To tranferibe them into th~ margin was 
unnecelrary, beeauf" the original is ealily examined, and they are (el­
dom lefs perfpicuous in the poet than in tbe hiftorial1 . 

To play hillo\'ies, or to exhibit a fuceellion of events by aflion and 
eli logue, was a common entertainment among our rude ancefton upon 
great fefi:ivities . The parilh clerks once performed at Oler:Cel'well a 
play which lafted thre~ day., containing The Hiflory if tbt Wr;rld. ' 

. JO~N~ON. 
On the fubject of every one of our author's hiftorical pieces, except 

t his, I believF a play had been written, before he. commenced a drama­
tick poet. See tbe EJ!ay at the end of the third part of KinK Henry 1'1. 

. MALON.E. 

It appears from more than one MS. iii the Dritifi. Mufeum, tha't 
the tr3defmen of Ch?ler we e tbree days employed in the reprefentation 
of th~ir twenty-four Whitfun plays or myfteries. The ~r. p.r. 
form nces t Coventry mull have take n up a 19n9er time, as the?",,~,c " 
no Icf. than .orty in number. The exhibition of tbem began on Corput 
CbriJIi day, which was (according to Dugd Ie) one of their ancient 
fairs. Sec tbe Harltian MSS. No. 2013,2124, '1125, and MS. CDlt, 
1'11' D. VIII. and DUldal,'s Tfi"ar'Wirljhirt, p. n6. STE:JVXNS. 
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Pectons Reprefented. r 

Caius Mattius Coriolanus, a "oM, Roman. 
~ ___ TC~ itu~ ~artius, } Genq;als again} tht Volfci~nll. · 

ouumus. 
Menenius Agrippa, friend to Coriolanus. 
Sici!lius Velutus,} 'f'ribunes if the feoplt. 
Jumus Brutus. 
Young Marcius, Son to Coriolanus • 
.A Roman Herald. 
TuBus Aufidius, G.t",ra/ if the Volfcianl~ 
Lilutenant to Aufidtus. 
CpJPirators rwitb Aufidills. 
jf Citi%en 0[ Anuum. 
9"'e&l0 Volfclan Guards. 

Volumnia, Moth,,. to Coriolanus. 
Virgilia, Wife to Coriolanus. 
Valeria, Friend to Virgilia. 
Gt1l1Ierwo~a'l. attending Virgilia. 

" 
Roman a1lriVol(cian Senators, Pat,.icians, LEdilu, Lillorl. 

Soldiers. Citizens., Mejfe1lgtrs; Ser'tlallts to Aufidius, 
al/d oJher Attendants. 

SCENE, partly in Rome,; and pa,·t(y i» Nle 'f'lrritories if 
the Volfclans and Anm'llte" 
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.A C T 1. S C ENE I . 
Rome. .A. Street. 

Enter Q COlllpan!.!/' m¥finou! Citiztnr, 'With flavu, ell/III. 
• anti other 'Weaponr. . 

• 1. Cit . Before we proceed any further, hear me fpeak . 
Cit. Speak, (peak. [fiver~/ /pealting at ona. 
1. Cit . You are all r' Iv'J tatherto die, than to familh? 
Cit . Refolv'd, refolv'a. 
1. Cit . Firft, you know~ Caius Mardu6 is chief enemy 

to the people. 
Cit. We know't, we know't. 
1. Cit. Let us kill him, and we'll have corn at our 

.own price . Is't a verdict? 
Cit. No more talkingo.n'tj let it be done: away,away. 
2 . Cit. One word, good citizens. 
1. Cit. We .are accounted poor citizens; the patri­

cians, good ~: What authQrity furfeits on, would relieve 
us: If they would yield us but the fuperfluity, while it 
were wholefome, we might guefs, they relieved us hu­
manely; but they think, we are too dear 3 , the leannefa 
that affiiCts us, the object of our mlfery, is as an inven­
tory to partieularife their abundance; our fuff< ranee is a 

I This play I conjecture tQ have been written in fhe year 1609. Se~ 
A. Attempt to aJ~tr(ai6 tbt ord" of SbdJptarl. tltl)', Vol. J. 

It comprehends a period of about four yearl, commentillg with the 
{ecemon to the Mon. Sa"r in the year of Rome z6z, and endiDg 
with the death of CoriQ\.anus, A. U. C. z66. MALO N 1:. 

T~ wh Ie hiftory i, exactly followed, and many of the principal 
fpee •• exactly copied froIU the life of Coriolanus in Plutarch. Pon. 

~ . • art Qccounttd poor citizen. ; tb. patri!iDn., good.l GDDd is here 
.. rlld-·;n the mtrcantilt fenfe. So, TQ~,bJlMt in EajruJlJrdH.tl 

" - lc.nowngood IDcn, weU monied." FARt,I!:a. 
Again, in the Mtrcba.t of YMitt: 

" Anthonio'. a KDD.:/ man." MALONE. 
1 - bllt tboy tbj.k~ 'W' art too dtar :] They think that the charge 

of maintaining us is more than we ale worth. JOH NSON. 
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