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gain to thtm.-Let us re*nge this with our pikes, ere 
we becoI:le rakt:s 4: for the gods know, I fpeak this in 
hunger for bread, not in thirfi for.rev~ng'e.. . 

2. Cit. Would you proceed elpecially agalOft Caius·' 
Marcius? 

Cit. Againft him fira *; he's a very dog to t1w com
monal ty. 

2 . Cit. Confider you what fervices he has done for hit 
_ country? 

I. Cit. Very well; and could be content to give him 
good report for't , but that he pays himfelf with l;>eing , 
proud. 

z. Cit . Nay, but fpeak not maEciou/ly . 
1 . Cit . I fay unto you, what he hath done famou/ly, he 

4 Let us revenge Ibis wilb our pikes, ert w e h"come rakes: 1 ,It wa! 
Sha~freare's celign to make this follow quibble all the way. flut time, 
who has done greater ~.hing', has here ftitled a miferable joke, which 
was then the fame as if it hud been nOw wrote, La us now revenge Ibis 
"Wilb forks, e" 'Wt beame rakes: for pikes then lignified the fame a& 
for is do now. So J ewel in hi s own tranllation of hi s Apology, turns 
Chrijlianos ad fureas condemnare, to_To cond,,,,n Cbrijlitlns " tbe pikes. 

WARBURTON . 
It is pla in that, in our author's time, we had the proverb. as Itan as 

t1 rakt. Of this proverb the original is obfeure. Rakt nnw lillnilies 
adifJolutt mlln. a man worn out with difeafe and debauchery. But the 
fignification is. 1 tbink, mu~b more modern than tbe proverb. JilJf!ktl, 
in Ill andick. is faid to mean a cllr.dOl, and t~is was probably the fir/I: 
ufe among us of'the word rakt; as Itan as a ralec is, therefcre, as lean 
a. a ilog tooworthlefs to be fed. JOHN SON . 

It rnay be fo: and yet J believe the proverb, as lean a. a ralt, owe, 
its origin limply to the tbin tarel' form of the inftrumeDt maie ufe of 
by hay. makers. Chaucer has this limile in hi . defcription of the clerk't 
horfe in the prologue to the Canterhury Tal .. , late edit. v. 2.88: 

" As lene was his hors as is a rake. U 

Spenfer introduces it in the fecond book of his fatry ~ttn, Canto II: 
" His body lean and meag,'e as a rake." 

As thin as a wbippi."/,of/, i. anotber proverb of the fame kind. 
Stanyhurft, in his trant/ation of the third book of Virgil, ISSb de-

{cribinj,t Acha:menides, fays: . . 
" A meigre leane rake, n &c. ' . .1> .... 

T hi, parrasc {ccms to countenance Dr . JobnfOD's fuppoEtion. STE:lV • 
. • Ci t • ./fgJ,nJi bin ji • .(I., &c.] Thi~ fpeecb is in tbe old copy, as here. 

given to a body of the CitIZens {peaking at onte. I believe it ought tQ 
p.~ affigned to the /ir/t citizen. ~"' LONE . , ,' 

did 
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did it to that end: though (oft-confcienc'd men can be 
content to fuy, it was for his country, he did it to pleafe 
his mother, and to be partly proud; which he is, even 
to the altitude of his virtue. 

2. Cit. What he cannot help in his natuTe, you account 
a vi.:e in him: You mull in no way fay, he is covetous. 

I. Cit. If I mull: not, I need not be barren of accufa
tions ; he hath faults, with furplu s, to tire in repetition, 
(ShoutJ <tvithtr.1 What {houts are thefe? The other lid!" • 
o'the city is rifen: Why flay we prating here? to the 

• Capitol. .. 
(:it. Come, come .. 
I' Cit. Soft; who comes here 1 

Enter M ENEN IUS ACRIPPA. 

2. Cit . Worthy Menenius Agrippa; one that hath al
ways loved the people. 

I. Cit. He's ORe honell enough ,; 'vVould, all the teR: 
were fo! 

lv[rn. What work's, my countrymen, in hand l Where 
go you . 

With bats and. clubs? The matter 1 Speak, I pray you. 
I. Cit. Our bulinefs .. is not unknown to the fenate; 

they have had inkling, this fortnight, what we intend to 
do, which now we'J1{hew 'em in deeds . They fay, poor 
fuiters have llrong breaths; they {hall knpw, we have 
firong arms too. 

Melt. Why, mallers, my good friends, mine hond!: 
neighbours, 

Will you undo yourfelves l 
I: Cit. We cannot, fir, we are undone already. 
Melt . I tell you, friends, moll charitable care 

H ave the patricians of you. For your wants, 
Yo~r fuffering in this dearth, you may as well 
SI,ke at the heaven with your llaves, as lift them 
}}.gainll the Roman ftate; whofe courfe will on 

--- .; he \Yay it takes, cracking ten thoufand curbs 
• Our bufitttfs &c.] Th;. and all rhe [ubfequent plebeian {pcethe. ill 

this fcene are given in the old copy to the ftCond citi ... n. But the dia
logue at the opening of the play 1hews that it mult h ave been a milt.ke. 
and tbat they ought to be attributed to tb. firfl citizen, The fetODd i, 
rather friendly to Coriolanus, M ALON E. 

L z Of 
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Of more thong link afu.der: than can ever 
Appear in your impediment S: For ~he deartlt~ 
The gods, not the patricians, make it; and 
Your knees to them, not arms, mufr help. Alack; " 
You are tranfported by calamity , 
Thither where more attends you; and you {lander 
The helms o'the frate, who care for you like fathers, 
When you curfe them as enemies. 

- I. Cit. Care for us !-True, indee~-Ti\ey ne'er 
car'd for u& yet. Suffer os to famifh, and their frore-houfes .. 
cramm'd with gra~'l; make edicts for ufury, to fupport 
ufurers : repe,al daily any wholefome~cl eftablifhed againft: 
the rich; and provide more piercing ftatutes daily, to 
chain uR and reftrain the poor. If the wars eat us not up. 
they wIll; and there's all the love they bear us. 

Men. Either you muft 
Confefs yourfelves wond'rous malicious, 
Or be accus'd of folly. I fhall tell you 
A pretty tale; it may be, you have heard it; 
But, /ince it {erves my purpofe. I will venture 
To {cale it a little more 6 . 

, - cracking fen thoufand (urhl 
Of ",ore Jlrong link' afunder, than COn e'fl" 
Appear in your impeJiment : 1 So, in Othello: 

" I have.'TIade my way through more impedimenf. 
" Than twenty times your ftop.'" MAl-ON E. 

IS _ I 'Will ",entu" 

I ~ Cit, 

'To fcale it a little more.] To fc()le is to difperfe. The word is!l:;l1 ufecl 
in the North. The fcnfe is, Though fame of you have heard tile ftor)'~ 
I will {pread it wider, and dilfufe it among the reft. 

A me.rure of wine (pilt, is called-" a fc()l'd pottle of wine" in 
Decker·, comedy of 'The Honeft Wbore, 1635' So, in 'Tbe HyJlorie of 
elyomon, Knight of the Golden Sbield, &c. a play publilhed in 1599: 

" The hugie heapes of cates tbat lodled in my minde, 
" A rc foaled from their I\Cftling place, and plcafure, pl iag!; 

find." I. 
In the North they fay,fcale the corn, i. e. fcatter it: fCD!e the mucJc 

well, i. e. {pread tbe dung well. The two foregoing inltance. are taK a 
from Mr. Lambe's notes on the old met.rical biftory of Floddon FielJ. 

Again , Holinfh. d, vol. ii. p. 499, fpeaking of the retreat of the 
W c1 cbmen during the abfence of Ricbard 1I. fa)', : "_they would no 
longer abide, but Jeal.d and departed away." In the Glolfary to Gawin 
Douglas'S Tranllation of Virgil, the following accOUnt of the word i, 

giveD. 

(I 
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t. Cit, Well, I'll hear it, fll': yet you mull not think 

to fob off our difgrace with· a tale 7.: but, an't pleafcr 
you, deliver. 

Men. There was a time, when all the body's members 
Rebeli'd againll: the belly; thus aCC\ls'd it :-
That only like a gulfit did remain 
l' the midll: 0' the body, idle and unactive, 
Still cupboarding the viand, never bearing 
Like labpur V!.ir..h the rell:; where tile other inltruments a 
Did fee, and hear, devife, inftruct, walk, feel, 
And, mutually participate*, did minill:.er 
Unto the appetite and affection commlln 
Of the whole body. • The belly anfwer'd,-

J. Cit . Well, nr, what anfwel made the belly? 
Men. Sir, I ihall tell you.-With a kind offmile, 

Which ne'er came from the lungs P, but even thus, 
(For, look you, 1 may make the belly fmile', 
As well as fpeak,) it tauntingly reply'd 
To the difcontented members, the mutinous parts 
That envy'd his receipt; even (0 moll: fitly ~ 
As you malign our' (enators, for that 
They are not,luch a~ you. 

I. Cit. Your belly's allfwer: What! 
The kingly-crowned head, the vigilant eye, 

given.~' Skail, 'jItalt, to JClllttr, to /p",uJ, perhaps from the Fr. tjcbt'fl,'n-. 
lral. fcapig/ian, crines parros, feu fparfos habere. all from the Latin 
capilfus. Thus t(cbwtltr, !cbM"', Jltail; but of a more general ligni
Dcation." STJ:J:vlKI. 

Theobald reds-jlalt it. MALONll. 

7 _ difgrace with a tlllt :] J)ifrract. ue hlm/jh ip" i"jurm. J 0111<8 . 
8 -wheretheotber inftr.",ents- ] Wh.re for wbtrta,. JOHNSON, 

We meet with the fame expteffion in the Wmfl,', <raJ" Vol. 1 V. 
p. ISS: 

" As you feel , doing thus, and fee withal 
L "The inftrumtnt, thatf .. l." MAL ONJ: . 
1"" - participate,] here means !,lIrricip""t, or part;c;p.t;ng. MA LON!!, 
P Which ne'., came from tbt lung.,] With a fmlle not indicating 

~ '- · pleafure, but contempt. JOHN SOK. ., 
J - 1 may ",dethelnl'! fm ile, ) "And fo the belly, all tim notw.th 

nanding, laughtd at th~1f foUy, and fayed," Ikc. North', TranJlation 
. f Plutarch, p. :t40' edit. 1579' M A LON E. 

:t - w,tJ!o",ojI fitly] i . e. exaaly. W A&IlVIITON . 
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The counfellor heart 1, the arm our foldier. 
Our freed the Ie$"' the tongue our trumpeter, 
With other mumments and petty helps 
In this our fabrick. if that tlrey-

M en. What then?-
'Fore me, this fellow fpeaks !-whatthen? what then? 

J. Cit. Should by the cormorant belly be refrrain'd, 
Who is the fink 0' the body,-

Men. Well, what then! 
]. Cit. The former agents, if they did complain. 

What could the belly anfwer? 
Men. I will tell you; 

Hyou'll befrow a fmalJ (of what you'\ave little) 
Patience, a while, you'll hear the belly's anfwer. 

I. Cit. You are long about it. 
Men. Note me this, good friend; 

Your moll grave belly was deliberate, 
Not ralli like his accufel ~ , and thus anfwer'd. 
'.True is it, my i?zcorporate friellds, quoth he. 
Cfhat I ,"eeci'Vc tbe gemral food at fir/}. 
PI/hieb JOlt do li'Ve upon: and fit it is ; 
B ecauJe I am the flore-houfe, and the /hop 
Of the whole hody: But if you do rememher, 
1 Jend it t br~l<gb the ri'Uers of your "'ood, 
E'llen to tbe court, the hcart,-to tbeJeat o'the hrain 4 ; 

A11I1', 

1 'Tbe tounfellor bearf,-) The heart was anciently oftoomed the foat 
of prudence. Homoto,datus is a prudent man. fOH N.ON. 

The heart was confidered by Shakfpeare as the feat of the •• der
fI •• ding . Sec the next note. MALONE. 

4 _ to tb' flat o' tb, brain;) feems to me a very languid expreffion. 
1 believe we {hould read, with the omiffion of a particle: 

" Even to the court, the heart, to tbe {eat, tbe brain. 
He ufes feat f~r tbrone, the royal fe~f, whic~ the fir/!: e~itors prob bly 
not apprehending, corrupted ~he pa{)age. It IS thus ufed In Ricbard lIJ. 
Aa lII. fc. iv : 

" Yea, diftaff".wolr.en manage rufty bills 
" Againft thy Jellt." 

It O,ould be obfefved too, that one of the Citizens had juft before cha
naerifed thefe pri~,jpal parts of the hllman fabrick by limilar meta
phors; 

" The 

I 
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" 14l1d, through the cranks and offius of man, 

'fhe jlrongejl nt V ts, and fmali inftrior veins, 
From me receive thai 11atllral competency 

./ ""'herehy they live: And thougb that all at onct, 
rou, my good friends, (this fays the belly,) mark me,-

I. Cit. Ay; fi r ; well, well. • 
Men. Cf"hollgh all at once cannot 

See what 1 do deliver Ollt to each; 
ret I can make.1t:.J audit ItP, that all 
From me do hack receive the flower of aff, 

The kingly.crowned head, the vigi lant ey~, 
T he tounfellor htart,-. Tv ~ H [T T. 

I have too great re[pea for even the conjtCtures of my refpeCtable and 
very judicious fr;e nd, to Cupprefs his note, thouch it appears to me er
I?neous. I n the preCent inlhnce 1 have not the fmallelt doubt, being 
clearly of opinion that the text is right. Brain is here "f·d for reafon 
or underltanding. Shakfpeare feems to have had Camden a. well a& 

Plutarch before him; the former of whom has told a timil.r Itory in 
hi. Remain" 1605, and has likewife made the heart tho feat of the 
hrain, or underfianding: "Hereupon they all agreed to pine away their 
!atie and publike enemy. One day pafTed over, the Cecond fallowed 
very tedious, but lhe third day was fa grievous to them, that they called 
a common coun Cel .. The eyes waxed dimme, the feete could not Cup
port the body, the armes waxed I"ie, the tongue faltered, and could 
not lay open the matter. Therefore they all with one accord detired 
the ad'lli« of the h,ort. Thtre R"ASON laid open before them," &c. 
Remains, p. 109' See An Atte",pt 10 afcertain the ordtr of Sbdfpeare'. 
playt, Vol. I. in which a circumfiance is noticed , that (hews our 
.au hor had read CJmdrn as well a, Plutarch. 

I agree, however, entirely with M r. T yrrwhi tt, in thinking that I,at 
m eans here the royal feat, the throne. Tbe fear of tb, hrai., is put 
in appofition with tbe beart, and is deCcrip!ive of it. "J ft,.d·;t, (fays 
the bell~,) through the blood , even to the royal rtjidenCt, the beart, In 

which the kingly"crowned underftanding fit, tnthroned." 
So, in K. Henry VI. P. H. 

" The rightful heir to England's royal feat." 
I lJ. like mannor in 'T welJth Nigbt, our author has ereCted the thran, 

of ve in the heart t 
" It giv .. a very echo to the flat 
" Where love is throned." 

A gain in Othello: 
" Yield up 0 love, thy crown and h,arud Ihro;" • 

See alfo a pa(J'age in K . Henry P. where feat i. ufed in tlte fame fenCe 
as here; V el. V'I'.470, n. 3' MALONE. 

L + Ami 
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~nd leavi me but the hra". What fay yon to't ? 
I. Cit. It was an anfwer: How applyyoll this l' 
Men. The fenators of Rome are this good belly, 

And you the mutinous membets: For examine 
Their counfels, and their cares; digell: things rightly, 
-rouching the weal o'the com mop ; you fuall nnd, 
No publick benefit, which you receive, 
But it proceeds, or comes, from them to you, 
And no way from yourfelves.-What do..rou think? 
You, the great toe of this affembly? 

J. Cit. I the great toe? Why the great toe? 
Men. For that being one 0' the lowell, bafell:, pooreft~ 

Of this moll: wife rebellion, thou to'll: foremoll: 
Thou raCcal, that art wodl in blood to ron, 
Lead'ft firft, to win [orne vantage \ 
But make you ready your fiiff bats and clubs: 
Rome and her rats are at the point of baltic, 

5 Thou rajeal, that art 'Worft in blood to run, 
LMd'jI jirjl, to 'luin Jom. '",,,nfage, -] BoUt ro/utl and ,,, 

hlood are terms of the forelt. Rareal meant a lean deer, a'tld 
i. here ufed equivocally. The I'hraIC in blood has been proved in 
a (ormer note to be a phrafe of the forelt. See Vol. VI. p. 77, 
n. 3. Our author feJdom i. careful that his comp;rrifons {bould 
an(wer on both fides. He feems to mean here, Tholl \Vorthlefa 
feoundrel, though, like a deer not in blood, thou art in the worft con
dition for running of all the herd of plebeians, takell LI,e lead in thie 
t umult, in order to obtain fome private advantage to your;elf. What 
advantage the foremolt of a herd of deer could obtain, i. not eafy to 
poin t out, nor did Shak(peare, I belie.e, confider. Perhapa indeed he 
only ufe. rareal in its ordinary (en(e. So afterwards-

' r< From raJe"lr worfe than they." 
Dr. Jahnfon'. interpretation appears to me inadmi/Jible; as the term, 

though it is applicable both in itt original and metaphorical fenfe to II 

man,cannot, J think, be applied to a dog; nor have Hound anyinftanee 
of the term in blood being applied to the canine fpecies. MALONE, 

The meaning, is perhaps only this: Thou thAt art a hound, o\,run. 
ning dog of the loweft breed, lead'ft the pack, when any thing ~ to 
be gotten. TOH NSON. 

• 

Worft in blood may be the tr ue rtading. I" King Ntnry IP'. P. r :.-.... 
" !fwe be Englifu deer, be then in blood," -

i. t. high fpiri!s: Again in this play of C.riolantlS, ACt IV. (c. v. " Bu\' 
when they fuall f;e his creft up azaiD, aDd the III :I ill blood,'" &c. 

STAZYXNt. 

The 
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~he one fide mull have bale 6._HaiI, noble Marcius! 

Ent~r C AIUS MAR.CIVS. 

Mar. ' Thanks.-WhaL's the mitter, you diJrentiou • 
./ rogues, 

That, rubbing the poor itch of your optnion. 
Make yourfelves fcabs ? 

}. Cit. We have everyollr good word. 
Mal'. He that will give good words to thee, wiII RatteI' 

Beneath abhorring.- What would you have, you curs, 
o That like nor peace, nor war? the one affrights you, 

..lfhe other makes you proud 7. He th ' truIts to you, 
Where he iliould find'}'ou lions finds you hares; 
Where foxes , geefe: You are no furer, no, 
Than is the coal of fi re upon the jce. 
Or haililone in the fun . Your virtue is, 
To make him worthy, whofe offence fubdues him, 
And curfe that jufl:ice did it t. Who deferves grcatnefs, 
Deferves your hate: and your affections are 
A lick man's appetite, who defires moll: that 
Which would increafe his evil. He that depends 
Upon your favours . fwims with fins of lead, 
And hews doWn oaks with rullies. Hang yc! Trull ye 1 
With every minute you do change a mind; 
And call hi'm noble, that was now your hate, 
Him vile, that was your garland. What's the malter, 
That in thefe feveral places of the city • 
You cry againfl: the nobIt: fenate, who, 

6 TheoneJide muft ha'f}e bale.] R.le is an old Saxon word, fur "'~er'l 
or ca/llmity. So, in Spenftr's Faery !!zuttn : 

" For light fue hated as the deadly bal •• " ST!:!: V ENS. 

This word was antiquated in ShakJpeare's time, being marked .a ob. 
(olete by 13ullokar, in his Eng/ijb Ex~oJitor, 1616. MALONE . 

7 Tbat like nor peact, nor 'Wllr f The on. affrights you, 
~. 'I'ht other ",akes you prowd.] Coriolapus does not life thefe two 

(er:~nces confequenti.J1y, but lirit reproaches them with unticod incf •• 
then with their other occafionai vices. JOH N ' ON. 

a _ rDUf(I;rtUt is, 

'I'D ",d. hi", 'Wortby, 'Whoje off'o" fubd¥" him, 
And cllrft that jllj1ict did it.] i. c. Your vintlc is to (peale well 

of him whom hia own ollente. have fubjefud to Jutiiee; and to rail at 
thof. lawl by which he whom),ou pnifc WII punifucd. STI:SVINI. 

Under , 
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Under the gods, keep you HI awe, which eIfe I 
'Would fe.:d on one another [-What 's their feekingg! 

Mell . For corn at their own rates; whereof, th~y fa.y. 
The ci~y is well ftor'd. 

Mtlr. Hang 'ern! They fay? 
They'll fit by the fire, and prefume to know 
What' s done i' the Capitol: who', like to rife, 
'Who thrives, and who declines : £Ice factions, and give out 
C onjectnral marriages; making p.lr ties ihong, 
And feebling fuch , as fran d nOt in their liking, 
Below their coblc~ !hoe s . They fay, there's grain enough.! • 
Would the nobility lay alide their ruth', 
And let me ufe my fword, I'd mak'f: a quarry 
With thoufands 2 of thefe quarter'd {laves, as high 
As I could pick my lance . 3 

AIm. 
9 TVbot', their Jeeking 1] W htn J was mOre fond of tonjeClure tha" 

J am at prefent, and, like many others, too delirou, to red 'Jce our au 
thor's phrafeo logy to that of the preCent day, I propo(ed to read-What 
i,'t tbey''' Ceeking! but the tex t certain ly is right. :'ukinl is here ufed 
fu bftan tivel y.-The anfwer is, .. The ir feeking , or Ju it, (to ufe tbe I. n
,uage of the tim e,) isfor corn." M ALONE . 

J -' tbeirruth,] i . e. their pity, compamon. l airftx and Spenfer 
often ufe the word. STEEVENS. 

2. _ r d ",ake a quarry 
W itb tbouJand,-] Why a quarry? I Cu ppofe, not becaufe he 

would pile them fqua re, but betaufe he would give them tCT carrioll h. 
the birds of prey. JOHNSON. 

SO, in the M iracles of M oJ", by Drayton, 
" And like a 9uarry taft them on the land." STEEVEN S • 

.Again, in Fletcher's Wife f or !J ",omb, 
" I faw the child of honour, for b e was young, 
" Deal fuch an alms amongft the fpiteful pagans,-
" H e had intrench'd himfcJfin his dead 'luarritJ." M ASON. 

Bullokar in his Englifb Expolitor, 8vo. 1616, fays that" a 9uarry 
among hunters lignifieth the reward given to hounds after they have 
hunted, or the venifon which is taken by hunting." This fufficientt,_ ex
plains the word of Coriolanus. See alfo Vol. IV. p. 41 I, n. 3. MALhI:. 

3 As I could pick my lanet. ] That is, pitcb i t . So, in An Accollnt 
of auntient cuflom, in games , &c. Mfs. H arJ. 2057, fol. 10. h. ~ 

" To wrenle, play at ftrol e-ball, or to runne, 
" To picke the barre, or to /hoot off a gun." 

The word is again ufed in K. lItnry PIlI. with only a /light variation 
in the fpeUil1&: " I'll ~t(k you o'er the pales ~lie." See p. )36, n. z. 

MAL ONE. 

_ . J 
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~Mtn. Nay, thefe are almofl tI roughly perfuaded;. 
F~'~hough abundantly they lack difcretion, 
Yet are they paffingcowarrlly. But, 1 befeech you 
What fays the other troop 1 

M ar. They are dilfolv'd: Hang 'em ~ 
They raid, they were an-hungry; ligh'd forth proverbs ;-

. That, hunger croke flone walls; that, dogs mull: eat; 
That, meat was made for mouths; that, the gods fcnt not 
Corn for the rich men only:-With thefe Ihreds 
They vented their complaillings; which being anfwer'd, 

• A.P.d a petition granted them, a flrange ne, 
- (To break the heart of ~en.::rolity '" 

And make bold power look pale,) they threw their caps 
As they would hang them on the horns a'the moon, 
Shouting their emulation" . 

Men . What i~ granted them? 
Mar. Five tribunes, to defend their vulgar wifdoms, 

Of their own choice: One's Junius Brutus, 
Sicinius Velutus, and I know not -'5 death! 
The rabble Ihould have nril: unroof'd the city s, 
Ere fo prevail'd with me: it will in time 
Win upon powel', and throw forth greater themes 
For inCurretlion's arguing 6 . 

Men. This is I,lrange. 
Ma1'. Go, get you home, you frag ments! 

E l1tC/· a Melfenger. 
Me[. Where's Caius Marcius ? 
Afar. Here: What's the matter? 
Me[. The news is, lir, the Voices arc in arm&. 

Tr.e word is ftill .pronounced in Staftordlhire, where they (.y-pic~e 
me fuch a thing, that is, throw an)' thing that the demander Want •• 

T OLLE T. 

4- ~- tbe heart o/'generobty,] To give the final blow to lhe "pt:,s. 
Gtne'ofit1 is higb birtb. J OH N SON . 

• Sholl ting tb,i, emulation.] Each of them Ihiving to /hout louder 
- . LIlan the reft. MA LONt:. 

S -unroof'd tbe city,] Old Copy-unroof!. Correacd byMr. Rowe. 
MALON.E. 

" For inJl/rrtm .... arguing,] For infurgents to debate upon. 
MALONE. 

Mar. 
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Mar. J am glad on't ; then we fuall have means to y"} 

Our mUlly fuperHuity :-See, our beft elders. 

E'ller COMINIU5, TITUS L AI.TIUS, and otf.er Sena. 
to rs ; J U N IUS B RUT US, alli SIC I N I U ~ VEL U T US. 

I. Sen. Marcius, 'tis true, that you have lately told us; 
The VoIces are in arms 1. 

Mar . They have a leader, 
TulJus Aufidius, that will put you to't. 
I fin in envying his nobility: 
And were I any thing but what I am, 
I would wilh me'only he . . 

Com. You have fought togeth •. 
Mar. Were half to half the world by the ears, aDd he 

Upon my party, I'd revolt, to make 
Only my wars wi th him: he is a lion 
That I am proud to hunt. 

1. Sen. Then, wor~hy Marcius, 
Attend upon Cominius to thefe wars. 

Com. It is your former promife. 
Ma,·. Sir, it is ; 

And I am conftant.-Titus Lartius, thou 
Shalt fee me once more firik t Tullus" face: 
What, art thou ftiff? fiand'fi out 1 

'Tit. No, Caius Marcius 
I'll lean upon one crutch, and fight with the mher. 
Ere ilay behind thi'S bufinefs. 

Men. 0, true bred! 
I. Sm . Your company to the Capitol; where, r know~ 

Our greatefi friends attend us. 
'Tit. Lrad you on ;-

Follow, Cominius; \ve mull follow you; 
Right worthy you priority 8. 

, - 'tis true, tbat J Ou ba",e lauly told III; . ~ 
'Ihe V oices are in arms.l Coriolaou. had been juft told hluifel£ that 

• t be Voices Wtrt in ar",.. Tne meaning is, 'The intelligeMct 'Wbich , ou _ 
lave us Jome little time ago of the Jejigm of the Voice, j, nuw ",<riji,.: j' 

they a rt ill Q,ms. J OHNSON . 

i R iZbl 'Wortb] you l',ior;0"] YOII btinz rigl)t worthy of precedenc • • 
Jyf,.LONI: 

CQm 



CORIOLANUS Hl 
om. Noble Lartius 9 ! 

Sen. Hence 1 To your homes. be gone. (9"0 Ibe Cit. 
Mar .'Nay, let them follow: 

The VoIces have much corn; take thete rats thither, 
To gnaw their garners :-Worlhipful mutineers, 
YoW-valour puts wellforth ~: pray, follow. 

[Exeunt Senators, COM. MAR . TIT . .andMENJi;M' · 
Citizens fle.al Q<Woy. 

Sic. Was ever man fo proud as is this Marcius ? 
Em. He has no equal. 

• .')ic . When we were chofen tribunes f01ithe people,
Eru. Mark'd you hisJip, and eyes? 
Sic . Nay, but his taunts. 
Bru. Being mov'd, he will not [pare to gird ~ the gods 
Sic . De-mock the modeft moon. 
Bm. The prefent wars devour him 3 : he is grown 

Too proud to be fo valiant. ' 
Sic. 

9 Noble Lart:"s!J Old Copy-Martiu, • • forreeled by Mr. T heo
bald. I am not (ur. that the emendation;, necelTary. Perhap' Lartiu. 
in the latter part of Jhe prece"in f addrelTe. MIl.du,. MAL ON • • 

• rour valour put, well fo ] That is, You have in this mu-
t iny (hewn fair bloOams ofvalour. J OHNSO N. 

SO, in K . Henry VIII. 
" - To.day he put, f ortb 
" The tender leaves of hope, to-morrow blo(!'ofi\S," &c. 

MAr.oNE . 
~ _ to gird - ] To /ne .. , to gih. . So F.Ill.lf ufes the noun, when 

he fays, tvery ",an ha, a gird at ",e. J 011 N SON . 

T o gird, as an anonymous correfpondent obfervcs to me, ., ;n f"me 
parts of England means to pufb v,hemently. So, when a ram pulhes at 
any thing with his head , ther fay he girds at it." To gird likewife fig
nitieQ, to pluck or twinge . H enee probably it was metaphorically u(ed 
in th o fcnfe of to taunt, or annoy by a flro •• of (arcafm. Cotg rave 
makes gird, nip , and twinge, fynonymous . MA LON E. 

3 Tb. prt/. nt w ars de",our him: be is grown 
7'~ proud to be 10 'l/a/iaM.] Mr. Theobald fays, Tbis is objturdy 

txprdl<d, but that tbe p.et·, mtaning mull Ctrtainly be, that Mordu, /I 
• :fo-*o'"fiiou, 'f~ndl .. lat. upon th. 1Iotion oJ hi. own 'Valour, tbat h, i, 

.aten up 'With pride, &c. According to this critick then, we mull: 
conclude, that when Shak(peare had a mind to fay, A man • .,a, ealtn 
Mp 'Witb p ride, he was fo grea a blunderer in elprelIion, as to fay, He 
~"Q' (altn tip with 'Ufar. But Ollr poet wrote at another rate, and the 

blunder, 



c " RIO L .A NUS. 
Sic. Such a nature, 

Tickled with good fuccefs, difdains the fhadow 
Which he treads on at noon: But I do wonder,·. 
His infolence can brook to be commanded 
Under Cominius. 

Bru. Fame, at the which he aims,-
In \'iIhom already he is well grac'd,- cannot 
Better be held, nor more attain'd , than by 
A place below the firfl:: for what mifcarries 
Shall be the general's fault, though he perform 
To the utmofl: of a man ; and giddy cenfure 
Will then cry out of Marcius, 0.· if he 
Had borne the bu/inefs ! 

S,ic. Refides., If things go well, 
Opinion , that fo flicks on Marcius, fhall 
Of hiG deillerits rob Cominius 4. 

f 

- .. 

blunder is his (ritick's. The Irife"t 'Wars dwour bim, is an impreca. 
tion, and Ihould be fo pointed. As <TIllch as to fay, lI1ay he f,,1/ in 
t hoJr wars! The re afon of the curfe is fubjoined, for (fay. the fpeaker) 
naving fo much pride with fo much valour, his life, with inereafe of 
honours, is dangerous to the republic WARnU IfTO~!. 

I am by no mean' convinced that r. Warburton', punllua tion, or 
explanation, is ri ght. The fenfe may be, that tb , prtJ<llt 'War, anni
bilate hIS gentler qualiti... T o eat .p, and confeq'l, ntJy to devour, haa 
t his meaning. So, in the fecond part of K. Henry IV. Att 1 V. fe. i Y I 

" )lut inou, L the crown,] moil line, molt honour ' ;!, molt re
Dow)1'd .. 

" Hajl rat tby tearer up." 
He is grown too prolld to he Jo 'Valiant, m ay lignify, his pride is fuch 

as not to deferve t\le aecompanyment of fo m uch va Jour . ST " s VEN S. 

J concur with Mr. Steev.e.ns. "The prefent wars," Shakfpeare ufes 
to exprefs the pride of Coriolanus grounded on his military prowefs, 
which kind of pride Brutus f~ys deVOUr< him. So, in Troi/u, and Crif

fi oo, At:! 1l. fe . iii. 
" - H e that's proud, eat, up himfelf." 

Perhaps th e meaning of the latter member of the fentence is, ,c< he 
is grown .too pro ud of heing fo valiant, to be endured." MA LON E . 

4 Of hi, demerits rob Cominius.] Merils and d,merits had aJ\':.'p(lE!l 
the fame meaning : So, in Otbell.: .-

" - aod my dtmtrits 
" May fpe~ k," &c. 

Again, in Stowe's Chronic/e. cardinal WoJfe~ f.ys to his fervants, " ~ I 
have not promoted, preferred, and ad vanced YOlA all according to your 
Atmu;rs." STE.EV£Jtr:S. 

I Again 
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lJru. Colne; 

IJ9 

If all Cominius' honours are to Marcias, 
Tho~h M.arcius earn'd them not; and all his faults 

. xO'Marcius /hall be honours, thol.1gh, indeed, 
~n aught he merit not. 

\ 

Yiic , Let's hence, and hear 
. How the di[patch is made ; and in what faillion, 
)VJore than his fingul arity 5, he go s 
Upon this pre[ent aCtion. 

Bru. Let's along. [EXlMIII.' 

SeE N E IT.· 
Corioli. <['he Swatc-Houfi . 

Enter Tv L L 1.1 S AUF I D I us, aId cerlai'l Senators, 
I, Sm . So, your opinion is, Aufidius, 

That they of Rome are enter'd in our counfels, 
And know how we proceed. 

Auf. I s it not yours? 
What ever have been thought on in this {tatc, 
That could be brought to bodily aCt ere Rome 
H ad circumvent:on i 'Tis not four days gone IS, 

Since I heard thence ; th~e arc the words ; I think, 
I have the letter here ; yes, here it is : [reads. 
<[,bry ha'Ve prtjs'd a power 1, bUI if is 1101 knowlI 

Again , in H all 's Chronicle, Henry vr. fol. 69 ' "-t i. noble prince, 
fq,r h is dtmtr;t. call-" the good duke of Gloucentr,- ." M A LON E . 

5 M .rt tban ti, jingu/arity , &c,J We \~illle.rn what he i. to do, 
be6des going himftlf j what are h is powers, and wh, t is his appoint_ 
4J1en t. J OHNSON . 

6 - "J'i, notfourday,gone,]i.e.fourdays pajl. STEEVENI. 
1 'fhty hav. prefs'd a po.utr, ] Thus the modern editors. The old 

copy reads- " They have prtji a power," which may lignify they havt 
a po er ready, from pret, Fr, So, in the Merchant of Vtn;", 

" And I am prtji unro it." 
See the note on this pallage, Act I. fc. i. ST U :V£NS. 
The fpelling of the old copy prove. nothing, for PJrticiples were gen ... 

r oily fo rp,/t i" Sh3kfpear.'s time : fo dijlr11, bl'.ft, &c. J believe pr1 ,'4 
~ual fenfs.j s right. It appears to have been u(ed in Shakfpeare' , 

b me in the ffTlre of imprtfs'd, So, in Plutateh's life of Cotiolanus, 
tranOated by Sir T . N orth, ' 579: " - the common people- would not 
appeore wben the confuls called tbeir names by a btll , to prifs tbem fOf 
the warres." ... galn, iJ1 K. H,.'l VI p, JIJ. 
, " From London by the.ktng was 1 pr1s'dforth ." MA LONE . 

Wbflher 
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",hetbel·tor eaft. 01' weJi: 'The dearth is great. 
!l he peop e 1JJ1t1 ino~s : (l,ld il is rumour'd. 
Cominius, Marclus your old enemy, 
(Who is of Rome worJe hated than ifYfJU,) 
And Titus Lartius, a mofl valiant RONlan, 
'Theft three lead 011 this preparation 
Whither 'tis hen.t: mofllikely, 'tisftr JOu: 
Confider if il • 

1. Sen. Our army'~ in the field: 
We never yet made doubt but Rome was ready 
To anfwer us. 

Auf. Nor did '/ou think it folly, 

,, 
r 

To keep your great pretcnc'!s veil:..!, till when 
They needs mull: !hew themCe!ves ; whi.ch in the hatchinS) 
It feem'd, appear'd to Rome. By the difcovery, 
We !hall be !horten'd in our aim; which was, 
To take in many towns 8, ere, almoll:, Rome 
Should know we were afoot. 

2. Sen. Noble Aufidius, 
Take your com million; hie you to your bands; 
Let us alone to guard Corioli: 
If they fet down before us, for the remove 
Bring up your army 9; but, I think, you'll find 
They have not prepar'd for us. 

Auf. 0, doubt not that; 
I fpeak from certainties. Nay, more, 
Some pnrcel~ of their power are forth already, 
And only hitherward. I leave your honours. 

S 'To take in m"ny towns-] 'To Idt in is here, as in m .. ny otbet 
placls, to fubdut. So, in 'Tht Execration In Vulcan, by Ben JonCon; 

" -The Clobe, the glory of the Bank, 
" J faw \\ ith two poor chambers tden in, 
" And raz·d." MA LONZ . 

9 -for ,be remove 
Brin, u/' your ar",.y:] Says the fenator to Aufidius, Co to , •• ,. 

trO./", 'Wt 'Will garriJon Corioli. If the Romans beGege us, bring up )'our 
army to removt tbtm . If any change Ihould be made, J would read: 

-Jorthtirrtrr.ovt. JOHNSON. 'c " __ 

'Tbt rtmovt anc\ their rrrnO'llt ar, fo near in found, that the tnr .• 
fcribe. 's ear might ealily have deceived him. But;t is always dangerou, 
to let conje8ure loofc where there isno -<hlliculty. MALON!:. 

5 • If 
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£ we and Caius Marcius chal).ce to meet, 

is fworn between us, we fhall ever firikc 

~
'Il can do no more. 

ll. he gods afiift you! 
Allf. And keep your honours faf. ! 
J . 8£n. Farewel. 
2. 8en. FareweI. 

" All, FareweI. 

seE NEIll. 

[Ex/u",. 

Rome. An Apal'unent in Mar,~iu$' houfi, 

El1terVOLUMNIA, a :u'V1RGJL IA: 'l'hty fit "Dwn on 
tcwo low jloolJ, and fiw. 

1'01. 1 pray you, daughter, flng; or exprefs yourfclf in 
a more comfortable fort: If my fan were my hulband, 
I fhould freelier rejoice in that abfence wherein he won 
honour, than in the embracement' of his bed, where he 
would fhew moft love. When yet he was but tender-bo .. 
dy'd, and the only fon of my womb; when youth with 
comelinefs pluck'd all gaze his way; when, for a day 
of king's entreaties, a mother fhould not fel1 him an 
hour from her beholding: I,-conlidering hOw honour 
would become fuch a perfon; that it was no better than 
piaure-like to hang by the wall, if renown made it not 
fiir,-was pleafed to let him feek danger where he was 
like to find fame. To a cruel war I fent him ; from 
whence he return'd, his brows bound with oak '. I tell 
thee, daughter,-I fprang not more in joy at hrll heaTing 
he was a man-child, than now in firll: feeing he had prov
ed himfelf·a man. 

ri,.. But had he died in the bunners, madam? how 
then? 

r ei. Then his good report fhouId have been my fon ; 
I therein would have found iffue. Hear me profers fin
~ :- Had ' I a dozen fons,- each in my love alike~ --I _ b'DWS bDUffd 'Witb DIIk:) The trown given by the Romaol to 

him that raved the life of a citi zen, which WI' ac.ountcd more honour-: 
able than any other. JOIfNSO~. 

YOL.. VII. M and 
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and none lc(.' dear than th\ne and my good Marcius, .... 
had rather had eleven die nobly for their country, th 1 
one voluptuoufly furfeit out of aaion. ~ 

E llter a Gentlewoman. . \ > _ 
Gmt. Madam, the lady Valeria is come to viiit you. I 

Y ir . 'Befeechyou , give me leave to retire myfelf1l' • .-
Yo!. Indeed, you !hall not. 

M ethinks, I hear hither your hu$and's drum; '\ 
See him pluck Aufidius down by the hair i 
As children from a bear, the Volces !hunning him: 
Methinks, I fee him fiamp thus, and call rhus,
C ONU 011, you co'Wa,'ds; you were gOl,Jl1 fear, 
'Though YO ti were bom ill Rome: His bloody brow 
With hi s mail'd hand then wipi.ng, forth he goes; 
Like to a harve1l:-man, that's ta{k'd to mow 
Or all , or Iofe his hire. 

Yir. His bloody brow! 0 , Jupiter, no olood ! 
Yo!. Away, you fool! i t more becomes a man, 

T han gilt his trophy ~ : The breafis of Hecuba, 
When !he did fuckle HeCtor, look'd not lovelie r 
Than Hettor's forehead, when it fpit forth blood 
At Grecian fwords' contending.- Tell Valeria 3, 

We are fit to bid her welcome. [Exit Cent. 
n". Heavens blefs my lord from fell Aufidiuo ! 
Y olo He'll beat Aufidius' head below his kilt , 

And tread uptm his neck. 
R e-enter Gentlewoman, with VA LERIA , and bn- Ujber. 

Yale My ladies both, good day to you. 
1'01. Sweet madam,-
Y,r, I am glad to fee your Iady!hip. 
r al. How do you both? you are manifefi houfe-keepers . 

• - to retire r..yj'Ij.] R,tin was formerly ufed as a verb active. Sec 
V ol. V. p. 40, n. 5. M .Haro; . 

? 'Than gilt pi, mph)' :-] Gilt means a fuper.6cial difplay of go d • 
a word now obfolete. So, in !(. IImr) V : ' 

" Our gayners and our gilt are all befmirch'd~: STEJ:~ 
1 At GrtCion j'W,rJ,' conttnding.-:-''T,iI Val,riu,] The accuracy of the: 

editor s of the fjrfl Folta may be known from the m~'liler in which the), 
h ave giv.n this line: 

At (i recian !wQr!I. Conten4ing, f,1I V aleria. ST £EVENS. 

. What' 
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What, are you fewing here 1. A line fpot, in good faith.

ow does your little fan? 
.1', • ,I thank your ladyfuip; well, good madam. 

-. 1'01. He had rather fee the fwords, and hear a drum, 
\Than look upon his fehool-mafier. 

Yat. 0' my word, the father's fan: I'll fwear, 'tis a 
, Jlery pretty boy, 0' my troth, I look'd lIpon him o' 
,-wednefday half an hour together: he has fuch a eonfirm'd 

countenance. I faw him run after a gilded butterfly ; and 
when h,e.''t:aught it, he let it go again; and afta it again; 

• a ave.!: and over he comes, and up oagain i. cateh'd it 
again: Jr \vhether hisiall enl'ag'd him, or how 'twas, he 
dId fa fet his teeth, and tear it; 0, I warrant, how he 
mammoek'd it 4 • ' 

1'01. One of his father's moods. 
Yal. Indeed la, 'tis a noble child. 
Y ir. A crack, madam s. 

·Yal. Come, lay afide your f!itehery; I muf! have you 
play the idle hufwife with me this afternoon. 

Yir. No, good madam; I will not out of doors. 
Ynl. Not out of doors ! 
Yo/. She iliail, ilie iliall. 
rir. Indeed, no, by your p~tienee: I will not over the 

threiliold, till my lord return t~'om the wars. 
Yat. Fie, you confine yourfelf mof! u rcafonlbly: 

Come, you mill!: go vifit the good lady that 'l ies in. 
Yir. I will willi her fpe dy firength. and vifit her with 

my prayers; but I cannot go thither. 
1'01. Why, J pray you 1 
Yir. 'Tis not to fave labour, nor that I want love. 
Yal. YOId would be another Penelope: yet,' they fay, 

4 _ mammock'd it.] To mammock is to cut in pieces, or to tear. 
So, . n 'Th, D""i/', Charier, 1607 : • 

" 'That be were chopp'd in mammorAs, could eat him." 
ST I: e VE ,,,. 

_...J-A crack~a",,] Thus in Cynthia" R"",/s by en Ton(on: " 
fince we areturn'd erach, let's ftudy to be li ke eracis, .c'f freely, cue
leOy, aod capriciouOy," Again, in the F.ur Prtnlictl 'I L ."d •• , 1631- : 
" A notable, di(fembling lad, 3 crock ." Cra,~ Jig nifies a boy ,hild. 
s.t Vol. V. p. 356,n. 1. STltEV 1n,. 

M z all 

! 
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all the yaro, {he' fpun in Ulyfi"es' abfence. did but £1 
Ithaca full of moths. Come; I would, your cambri 
were fen/ihJe as your finger, that you might leave prick-
ing -it for pity. Come, you {hall g.o wi~h us. • -

Yh'. No, good madam, pardon me; Indeed, I wIll no{ 
forth. 

Val. In truth la, go with me ; and I'll tell you excelleLt 
~ewlO of your hufband. '" 

Yir. 0, good madam, ~here can be none yet. 
Yal. Verily, I do not jell with you; there CA''lle news 

from him I ail: night. e 

Vir, Indee4, madam ? ~ 
. Y(11. In earnefi, it's true; I heard a fenator fpeak it. 

Thus it is:-The Voices have an arn:yforth; againft 
whom Cominius the general is gone, with one part of our 
Roman power: your lord, and Titus Lartius, are ret 
down before their city Corioli · they nothing doubt pre
niling, and tp ~ak,e it brief wars . This is true, on mine 
honour; and fo, J pr"y, go with us. 

Yir. Give me excufe, good madam; I will obey you 
in every thing hereafter. , 

Vol. Let her alone, lady; as /he-is now~ .flle will but 
d~(eafe 9ur bett~r rpirth., _ 

Val. In trot~, I think, /he would :-Fare you well then • 
...-Come, good fweet lady.-Pry'thee, Vifgilia, turn thy 
iolcmnefs outo'door, andgo along with us. . 

Vir. No: at a word, madam. indeed~ I mull: not. I 
wiib you much mirth. 

yal. Well, then fare weI. [Exeunt. 

~ C E N ~ IV. 
/3iforc Corioli. 

E7Iter, with Drum and Colours, MARCIUS, TITUS LAR.-. 

T 1 us, Officers, and Soldiers. '["0 them a Meffenger. 

Mar. Yond~r CQmes news :-:-1\ wa$er. t1l~, hay!! ~ _ 
Lart. My horfe to yours, no. ' " 
Mar. 'Tis done, ' 
kart. A~re~d, ' 



o 0 :a I 0 LAN U S. 
r. Say, has our general et the enemy? 

L if. They lip. in view; but have not {poke as yet. 
1. art •. So, the good horfe is mine. 

ar.I'll buy him of you. 
art. No, I'll nor fell, nor give him: lend you him, 1 

will, 
r half a hundred years.-Summon the town. 

~ Mar. How far off lie thefe armies? 
Mif. Within this mile and hiM. . 
Mar • .Il'hen lhall we hear their'larum, and they ours~ 

• N~tUS, I pr'ythee, make us quic11: ip. work; 
That wdwith fmokin~ fWOlds may march from hence. 
To help our fielded friends !-Come', blow thy blait. 

'J'hey found a parley . Enter, on the tWa/II ,fim~ Senators, anti 
Oth~rr. 

Tullus A\lfidius, is he within your walls 1 
I. Sen. No, nor a man that fears you lefs than he, 

That's lerrer than a little 6. Hark, our drums. 
. [AIarumJ IIfar off. 

Are ~ringing forth our youth: We'll break our walls, 
Rather than they lhall pound us up : our gates, 
Which yet feem fhut, we have but pinn'd with rufhes; 
They'll open of themfelves. Hark you, far off; , 

rOtb~r AiarumJ. 
There is ~ufidius: lift, what work he ma"k~s 
Amongft your cloven army. 

Mar. 0, they are at it!. 
Lart. Their noife be our inftruaion.-Laddc15, ho! 

~ - "or a man tbat/tartyolllefs Ih, .. ht, 
'Ibat' .IeJ!tr than a littl,.] The fenfe requires it to be read; 

- nor a man tbat fears you more than Le; 
Or, more probably: 

- nor a man but /ttl" Y O/l lift tban be, 
'Ibat'lleJfer tban a /illl,. J OH )l'ON. 

The text, I am confident, is right, our auth~r almoll: alway. cntan,. 
!ir.g di~f,,'~ • .m he ufes lef. and more. See Vol. IV. p. J77, n. 9; 
and p. 173, n. 6. LtJ/er in the next line /hows , hat Itf. in that preceding 
was the author's word, and it is eXlremely -improbable that he /holllcl 
have writtCJ1_ bllt fears )'0\1 lefs, &c. MAl-ON I. 

M 3 C{b, 

.. 



166 CORIOLANUS. 
9:lH Voices mftr.llnJ pa./I fJf(Jer the Stagl. 

Mar. They fear us not, but ilfu forth their city. 
Now put your !bields before your hearts, and fight 
With hearts more proof than !bields.-Advance, hr; 

Titus: t ; . 
They do di[dain us much beyond our thoughts, l 
Which makes me fweat with wrat . . -Come, on my fe. . 

lows; 
He that retires, I'll take him for a Volee, 
And he !ball feel mine edge. ,,\, 
.Alarum, and Exeu:t Romans and Voices, fighti."g. 'rlu 

Romans are beaten back to thl;" trendes. Re-wter 
MARCIUS 7 • 

Mar. All the contagion of the (outh light on you, 
You !barnes of Rome! you herd of-Boils and plagues' 
Plafter you o'er; that you may be ubhorr'd 
Farther than [een, and one infeCt another 
Againfl: the wind a mile! You fouls of gee(e, 
That bear the fhupes of men, how have you run 

7 R .· .. t<r Mal',iu,.) The old copy reads-Enter M . rcius ,urjing. 
STJ:EVE N S. 

s r ou jhOll'" afRo,,,,! you berd of- Boil, o"d pl"guts, &c. J This palfagc, 
like alrnQft ev.r) other abrupt fentence in thefe pla)·s, was rendered un
intelligible in the old copy by inaccurate punauatlon . Sr." Vol. II. 
p. :>.81 , n. 5; p" '328, n . 3; p. 500, n. 6; Vol. III. p. 30, n, "; 
Vol. IV. p. 135, n. 4. For the prefent regulation I 'am anfwerable. 
" You herd of , . 'Word, ! " Marcius would fay, but hi. rage prevents him. 

In a f<>rmer p1lllage he is eq ually impetuous and abrupt' 
" - one's Junius Brutus, 
" Sitinius Velutus , and 1 know not-'fdeath, 
" The nbble fhould h.ve lirft," &c. 

Spe.king of the !"'ople in a fubfequcnt fcene, he ufel the [a me ex. 
p' iIion I 

" - A.e thefe your berd 1 
" Mull thefe have \lokes, n &c. 

A gain: Marc of your converfation would infea my brain, being :hc 
htrdfmen of the heojily plebeians." • 

In Mr. Rowe's edition htrds was printed inltead of 'berd, " "::-'readjr.g 
of the old copy ; and the pail'ge has been exhib1ted thus in the maderA 
edicions 1 

" You Clames of Rome, you I Hera; of boih and plagues 
" Ploner you o'er!" MALONE . 

5 fum 
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rOm {laves that apes would eat? Pluto and hell ! 
! hurt behind; backs red, and faces pale ijl li flight and agued fear! Mend, and charge home, 

r, by the nres of heaven, PIlIp-ave the foe, 
Ar 'd make my wars on you; look to't: Come on; 
If you'll ftand faft, we'll beat them to their wives, ' 

they us to our trenches followed. 
A1lother Alarum. 'The Volcians and Romans rt-mter, 0111/ 

the fight is renewed. 'The Volcians retire info Corioli, 
and ARClusfol/o'WS them to thegates. 

So, now ,lthe gates are ope :- Now prcAte good feconds : 
'Tis for !he followers u)),tune widens them, 
Not for the fliers: Mark me, and do the like. 

[He enters the gatn, and is /hut in. 
I. Sol. Fool-hardinefs ; not I. 
:z. Sol. Nor I. 
3. Sol. See, they have fhut him in. [Alarum contifluer. 
AI/. To the pot, I warrant him. 

E1lter TITUS LA RT IVS. 

L or!. What is become of Marcius l 
All. Slain, {ir, doubtlefs. 
I. Sol. Following the fliers at the very heels, 

With them he enters: who, upon th~ fudden. 
Clapp'd to their gates; he is himfelf alone, 
To anfwer all the city. 

Larl. 0 noble fellow! 
Who, fenfible, outdares 9 his fenfdcfs fword, 
And, when it bows, ftands up ! Thou art left, Mnrrius: 

9 Who fenJible, .ut·dam-) The old editions read: 
Wh. fenfibly .ul.dareJ

Thirlby read s : 

A car. 

l1'b., fenfible, outdoes his fenfelefs /'/JJcrd. 
H e is followed by the later editors, but I have taken only half Ili. cor
rection. J oliJ'l SON . 

SenJibl, is here. havtog fenfali.n. So before: "I would. your cam
brick ~fenfiiile a. your finger." Though Coriolanu s h. s the feeling 
of pain like other men, he is mo.e hardy jn daring exploits than hi. 
fenftlif. fword, for after it is bent, he yet {bnds firm in the field. 

MALONE . 

The thought [cem, to have been adop ted from Sidney's Arradia, edit. 
1631, p. 293 : 

M+ " Their 
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A carbuncle entire " as bii as thou art, 
Were not [0 rich a jewel. Thou waft a foidier 
Even to Cato's willi: not fierce and terrible 
O~Iy in flrokes"; but, with thy grim looks, and · 
The thunder-like percuffion of thy founds, 
Thou mad'ft thine enemies {hake, as if the world 
Were feverous, and did tremble I. Re-tn4 

" Their very armour by piece-me ale feU away from them: and yet 
their flelh abode the wounds cooftantly, as though it were lelfe fcnliblc 
offmartthan the {enfdelle armour," &c. S·U: !:VENS . 

I .d (ar/Juncle tntiTt, &c.] So, in Otbello : 
.. If heaven ha<f made lToe {uch anolher woman, 
" Of one entire and perfea chryfoli~e, 
" I'd not have ta'eo it for her." rviALONE • 

.. - Thou 'Waft a f . ldi., 
E.,en to Cato's wi/h : not fierce and terrible 

_ Only in J1rORtl, &c. J The old copy read;-Calues willI. The 
correaion was made by Theobald, and is fully j uftiliecl by the pallAge 
In Plutarch, which Sbakfpeare had in view: "Martius, being the:e 
[before Corioli] at tha t time, ronning out of the campe with a fewe 
men with him, he flue the fjrll enemies he met withall, and made the 
reft.ofthem fraye upon 11 f"daine; crying out to the Romaine. that had 
turned their backes, and calling them againe to light with a lowde 
yoyce. For he was even fuch another a. Cato would have a /ouMitr and 
a captaine to be; AOt only terrible Ilnd fierce to lay about him, but to 
make the enemie afeard with tb. founde of hi. "'"Yet and gl'imnts of hi' 
countenance." North's TraDnation of Plutarch, 1579, p. 240' 

Mr. MaCon Cuppofc. that Shakfpcar , to avoid the chrof oIQgical)m
propriety, put this faying of the elder Cafo " into the ( louth of a certain 
Ca[.,JJIf, who migllt have lived at any tim .. " Had Shakfpeare known 
that Cato was not contemporary with Coriolanus, (for there is n"thing 
in the foregoing porrage to make him even fufp,a that was the cafe,) 
:tnd in confequence made this alteration, he ~ould have att'nded in 
this particular inftance to a point, of which almoft every page of hi. 
work.lhows that he was totally negligent; a fuppofition which i.I Co impnl
babic, that I have no doubt the correaion that has been adopted by the 
modern editors, i. r ight. In the Iirft aa of this play, we I)ave Luciu$ 
and Marciuf printed inftead of Larlius, in the orig!nal and only au
then tick ancient copy. The fubIHtution of Ca/uu, inftead of Cato'" is, 
.afily accounted for. Sh~k(peare wrote, according to the mode of hi. 
time, CllfD .. with; (So, in Bea .. mont's Ma/fue, 1613 : 

" And what will Jun5t. iris do for fler I"). ',., 
omitting to draw a line acrof. the t, and writing the 0 inacc~y, the 
tranfcriber or printer gave us Calutl. See a fubfequent palfage in AdU. 
(c.. ult. in which our a .. thor has been Jed by another paa .. g. in Plu-
tarch into a fimilar anachroniCm. MAI,oNJ:. 

J -liS if the 'World 
1rut fl'lllms., Il/Id did trmI6Ie.] So, in Maebttb: 

!' - fom. 
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... Rt-lllter MAI.C 1 vs, hlm/inl, f!/faultttl "':I tbe 'Dim.!. 

t
. Sol. Look, lir. 
art. D, 'tis Marcius t 

L r. t's fetch him off, or make remain 4 alike. 
[g'hl)' fight, and (III tllter thl dfJ. 

SeE NEV. 
Within the town. A Strut. 

, .• E"flr certain Romans, 'With Jim'iJ. 
~. This will I carry to Rome. » 
•. Roii . And I this 
3. Rom. A murrain on't! I took this for filver. 

[Alarum continues fiill afar off. 

Etlfer MA ReI U s, and.TI T U S LA R T 1 us, 'With a trMmpet. 

Mar. S~e here thefe movers, that do prize their hours S 

At a crack'd drachm! Cuiliions, leaden fpoons, 
lrons of a doit. doublets that hangmen would 
Bury with thofe that wore them 6, thefe bafe nave" 
1<:re yet the light be done, pack up :-Dotvn with them.
And hark, whp.t noife the general makes !-To him:
There is the man of my foul's hate, Aufidius, 
Piercing our Romans; Then, valiant Titus, take 
Convenient numbe'rs to make good the city; 

" - fome fay, the tarth 
" Was feverous, and dId /luke," STJ:J:VItNS • 

... - makt rtmain -) is an old man ncr of (pr pking, which mean. 
no more than remain. HANMEn. 

S - pd""t tbeir hours -1 Mr. Pope arbitrarily changed the word 
b,urs to hon."", and Dr. J ohn(on, tOO hall:i1y J think, approves of the 
akeration . Every page of Mr. Pope's edi tion abounds with limaar in
novations. MALON:I . 

Coriolanus Glame. the Roman foldier! only for wafting tbeir timt in 
packing up triRc. of fuch fmall value. So, in fir Thoma. North's Tranr_ 
lation of Plut.rtb : "Martl.!Js was marveUous angry with them, and 

" cried out on tbem, th~t it was no timt now to looke after fpoy l- , and 
to r<1lll!e ftrag;;ling here and there to enrich them felves, whiHl the 
other cOiil'ul aDd their fellow citi.ens peradventure were lighting with 
their enemies." STZ .. V,XNS. I 

I 6 _ d.,.blm tbat bangmtn would 
&ry 'Witb tboJt tbal wort Ib, ... ,] Inlleaci of taking them as their 

lawful per'l.uiGtc. ~cc Vol. II. p. 9 , r. 6. MAl-O XIt. • 
Whilfr 

, 
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Whaft 1, with tkofe that have the fpirit, will haite 
To help Cominius. 

Lart. Worthy fir, thou bleed'ft; 
Thy exercife hath been too violent for 
A fecond courfe of fight. 

Mar . Sir, praife me not : 
My work hath yet not warm'd me: Fare you well. 
The blood 1 drop is rather phy/ical 
Than dangerous to m~ ': To Aufidills thus 
I will appear, and fight. 

Lart. Now the fair goddefs, Fortune, 
Fall deep in love with thee; and her great chaqns 
Mifguide thy oppoCers' fwords! Bbld gentleman, 
Profperity be thy page! 

Mar. Thy friend no lefs 
Than thofe {he places higheft! So, farewel. 

Lart. Thou worthieft Marcius !- f Exit Marcius. 
Go, found thy trumpet in the market-place; 
Call thither all the officers of the town, 
Where ,they lhaU know our mind: Away. [Exellnt. 

seE N.E VI. 

, Near the Camp of CDminius 

Enter COMINIUS and f orce!, retreati/lg • 
• 

Com. Breathe you, my friends; well fought: we are 
come off 

Like Romans, neither foolifh in our f.l:ands, 
Nor cowardly in retire ; believe me, firs, 
We fhall be 'charg'd again. Whiles we have ft ruck, 
By interims, and conveying gufis, we have heard 
The ch:uges of our friends;-The Roman gods, 
Lead their fuccelfes as we wifh our own 7 ; 

That both our powers, with fmil ing fronts encount'ring, 

7 _ 'Th, R oman gods , 
L,.d Ib.;r /u,a.ifts as ~u, ~uiJb our own;] 

gods, &c. MALON!:. 

~ 

i. c. May the R ama. 

Enttr 

r 
~ 

\ 
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E1Iftr a Meifenger. • 

M IT give you thankful facrifice !-Thy news? 
M4 The citizens of Corio Ii have i/fued~ 

A d given to Lartius and to Marcius battle: 
J ' faw our party to their trenches driven~ 

_.l~d then I came away. 
Com. Though thou fpeak'ft truth, 

Methinks, thou fpeak'ft not well. How long is't fince 1 
Mtj. Above an hour, my lord. 

• ~~ Tis not a mile; briefly we heard their drams: 
How cou d'ft thou in a mile confound :?n hour 8 ~ 
And bring thy news f(plate ? 

Mtj. Spies of the VoIces 
Held me in chafe, that I was forc'd to wheel 
Three or four miles about; elfe had I, fir. 
Half an hour /ince brought my report. 

E1Iter MAR C 1 US. 

Com. Who's yonder, 
That does appear as he were flay'd ? 0 gods! 
He has the fiamp of M arcias; and r llave 
Before-time feen him tI,US . 

Mar . Come I too late? 
Com. The Ihepherd knows not thunder from a t",bor, 

More than I know the found of MaTcius' t'mgue 
from cvery meaner man II. 

M • Come I too la e ? 
Com. Ay. if you came not in the blood of others, 

But man tled in your own. 
Mar. O! let me clip you 

~ - confound an bour, ] Con/ownd is here ufed not in its common ae
<eptotion, but ih the fenfe of- to '''p.nd. Conterere tempus. MAL01U. 

So, in K. Henry IV. Part 1. Act 1. fc. iii: 
"Hedid confoulIdthebelt part of "" huur," &c. 5Tl!r\,ENS • 

../ 9 From #<Itry mtantr man. ) That is, from ,baJ of every meaner man. 
This ind of phtafcology IS found in many places io thefe pI.1YS; and 
al the L'Wli.,ities of our author, or nther the language of his age, 
ought to be fcrupulouDy attended to, oomer and the fubfequent edi
tors who reId here- every meaner "'''''''' ought not in my apprehenlion 

be followed, though we lholild now write (0. MALONE. 

In 
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In arms as fou~d, as whC<1t I woo'd; in heart 
As merry, as when our nuptial dar was done~ 
And tapers burnt to bedward '. 

Com. Flower of warriors, 
How is'.t with Titu~ Lartius! 

lvlar. ,As with a man bufied about decrees: 
Condemning fome to death, and fome to exile; 
Ranfoming him, or pitying', threat'ning the other; 
Holding Corioli in the name of Rome, 
Even like a fawning greyhound in the lea/h~ 
To let him flip at will. 

Com. Where is'that nave. ; 
Which told me they had beat you 1') your trenches? 
Where is he! Call him hither • 
. Mar. Let kim alone, 

He did inform the truth: But for our gentlemen,. 
The common file, (A plague !-Tribune~ for them f) 
The moufe ne'er fhunn'd the cat, as they did budge 
From rafcals worfe than they. 

Com. But how prevail'd you? 
Mar. Will the time ferve to tell? I do not think

Where is the enemy? Are you lords 0' the,field? 
If not, why ceafe you till you are fo? 

Com. Marcius, \ve have at difadvantage fought, 
Artd did retire, to win our purpofe. 

, 
I 

Mar. How lies their battle? Know you on which fide a 
They have plac'd their men of truft 1 

Com. As I gue{s, Marcius, 

1 _ to bedward.] So, inAlbuma:.:ar, 1614! 
" Sweats hourly for a dry brown cruft to btdwarJ." STEt v. 

Again, in Peacham·s Camplelt Gentleman, 16z,7: " l.eaping, upon a 
full ftomach, or to btdward, is very dangerous." MALO NE • 

." R.anfoming bim, or pitying,_] i. e. remilting bis ranfom. JOHNSON. 

3 - on wbi,b jid., &c. J So, in the old crannation or Plutar(b: 
" Martius aJked him howe the order of their enemie& bactell was, 

and 011 which fide they had placed their beft lighting men. The .on(ul .... 
made hi m aunfwer that he thought the bandcs which were in the ~war'd 
of thei r bartell,' were thofe of the Antiates, whom they eft......£d to be ~ 
the warlikel1: men, and wh ich for valiant co~age WOllJJ gev. no place to ~I 
any ufthe hofte of their enemies. Then prayed Martins to be fet di- ~ 
realy again'ft them. The conf~l lir'\lllt~iI bim, greatly prayfing hi. 
cerase," STE~V s.~ •• 

Their 



C 0 It I 0 LAN U S. 
eir bands i' the vaward are Ute Antiates·, 

Of their beft trull: o'er them Aufidius, 

~
eir very heart of hope J. 

Mar. 1 do befeech you, . 
y all the battles wherein we have fought, 

.By the blood we have llied together, by the vows 
Wl have made to endure £riends, that you direCUy 

., Set me againft Aufidius, and his Antiates: 
And that yoo not delay the prefent 6 ; but , 
Filling the air with fwords advanc'd 7, and darts. 

oWe.p.0ve)thisvery hour. • 
Com. Though I could willi 

You were conduCted to it gentle bath, 
And balms applied to you, yet dare I never 
Deny your a1king; take your choice of thofe 
That beft can aid your acnon. 

Mar. Thofe are they 
That moll: are willing :-If any fuch be here, 
(A. it were fin to doubt,) that loye this painting 

( Wherein you fee me fmear'd; if any fear 
Leifer his penon than an ill report I j 

If' 
.. _ Antiatel,] The old copy reads-A.,i,ft'l, whi h might mean 

'1).'''41.,; but a fo llowing line, as well as the previous quot ation, (etjl\1 
to prove Antia/tl to be the proper reading, 

" et me againft Aufidiu., and hi. Aftli4ltu,'a STazvalih 
Mr. Pope made tbe ,0rretHon . MALO NZ . 

5 'Ibtir 'fltr] heart of hope, ] The fame .lpremon i. found in Mar. 
lowe·s LuJr, DotlJiniDn : 

_ tby defper ate arm 
.. Hath almoft thruft quite through ,h. blllrl if bop., .. 

MA LoN x • 
. 5 And Ibat you not delay tht pre/tnt ;-] Dtlay for let Oil!' W A M IS. 

7 - fworJI ad.,a"c'd,- ] That is, fword. lifted high. JOHN SON. 

I - if tln] f.ar 
Leifer bi! ptrf." tban an il/ report; 1 The old copy has 11fon. If 

e prefent readin" which was illtrod uced by Mr. Steevens, be ,i,hr, 

)

' hill'tr(on muft mean hi. ptrf. nal dangcr.-If anyone It:fs (ears per
fonal dangnthan an ill nam e, &c. If rhe (ears of any man are Id. 
for hi. perfon, than they are from an apprehenfion of being e(le.med a 
j;QII,\ard, &c, We h e nearly the fame f.n timent in 'Troil. , and CrtJlida I 

" If t~ere be one among rhe fair' ll of Gre"., 
" That hqld. hi. honour higher than hlsca(e,-." 

Acaia 
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If any thi nk, lJ,rave deathooutweighs bad life, r 
And that his country's dearer than himfelf; \ 
Let him, alone, or fo many, fa minded, . \ 
Wave thus, [wa't·ing his hand.] to exprefs his difpofitiol 1, 

And follow Marcius. \ 
[q'hq all Jho:tf, anti <wav~ their }'Wortis; taRe 

him up in thdr arms, and cafl up their capsf 
o me, alone! Make you a fword (If me ( 
If thefe fhews be not outward, which of you 
But is four Voices? None of you, but is 
Able to bear againll the great Aufidius 
A fhield as hard as his. A certain llumher, 
Though thanks to all, mull I felet:: from all: ' 
The reft fhall bear the bufinefs in fome other fight, 
As caufe will be obey'd. Pleafe you to march i 
And four fhall quickly dr:aw out my .command, 
Which men are beft mclm'd 9• 

Com. March on, my fellows: 
Make good this oftentation, and you fhall 
Divide in all with us. [Exeunl. 

Ai_in, in K, Htnry Pl. P. Ill. • 
" But thou prefer'ft thy life before thine honour." 

In this pia,)' e have already had ItjJtr ufed for "f', Se~ p. 16 S' n. 6. 
MALONE. 

9 Pleafo y.u to marth, 
And four foall ![uicHy draw out my comma"d. 
Wbich men are beft incl,.'d.] Coriolanus may mean tha t as all the 

foldiers have offered to atten<l him on this expedition, and he wants 
only a part of them, he will fubmit the feleaion to four indiBerent per
(on<, that he himfelf'may efc.pe the charge of partiality. Ii this be 
the drift of Shakfpeare~ he has e.prelled it with uncommon obfcuriry, 
The old tranllation of PlutlJlCb only fays, "Wherefore, with thofe 
that willingly offered themfehes to followe him, he went out of the 
cittie." STEJ:VE:NS. 

Coriolanus means only to fay, that he would appoint four pufon, 
to felea for his particular command or party, thofe who were bell: in
clined j and in order to faye time,· he prupofes to have tbis chaic 
made, while the army is march ing forw ard. They.lI march towards ( 
the enemy, and on the way he ehoofes thofe who arc to . go on that 

particular,ferYicc. MASON. SeE N E 
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seE N E VIr. 
The Galls of Corioli. 

I 1 TUS LA R T IUS, ba'ving fit a guard upon Corioli, going 
<with a drum and trumpet toward Cominius and Caius 
Marcius, enters 'With a lieutenant, a party of /oIJicrs, /lull 

, 'aj(out. 

L arl . So, let the ports 1 be guarded: keep your duties,. 
As 1 have fet them down. If I do fend, dilpatch 
Thofe ce~turies to our aid; the reJl will ferve 

• For a ihoh holding: If we lofe the fielJ, 
We cannot keep the to'l'n. 

Liell. Fear not our care, fir. 
Larl . Hence, and !h.ut your gates upon us.

Our guider, come; to the Roman camp conduCl us. 
. [Exellnt. 

S e E NEVIll. 
A fieIJ of battle bet'Wttn ;he Roman and Volcian Camps. 

Alarum. Enter MARCIUS, alld AUPIDIUS. 

Mar. I'll figb.t with nllPe but thee; for I do hate thee 
Worre than a promife-breaker. 

Auf. We hate alike; 
Not Africk owns a ferpent, I abhor 
More than thy fame and envy ~: Fix thy £O$)t. 

Mar. Let the firJl budger die the other's flave. 
And the gods doom him after! 

Auf. If I fly, Marcius, 
Halloo me like a hare. 

Mar. Within thefe three hours, Tullus, 
Alone I fought in your Corioli walls, 
And made what work I pleas'd: 'Tis not my blood, 
Wherein thou feeil: me malk'd; for thy revenge, 

)Vrench up thy power to the highell. 

1 -tb. ports] i. e. the l:ates. STU: Vl'NS. 

)

' Auf. Wert thou the Heaor, 

,. - thy fa",., a"d envy.] Envy here as in many other placel, 
means, ",,,[ic •• See p. 4z, n. Z ., MALO)!.,. 

That 
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That was the whip of YOUt bragg'd proginy', 
Thou fhould'ft not fcape me here.-

[<Thry jight, alld certain YoIces come to the 
of Aufidius. . . 

Officious, and not valiant- you have fuam'd me" 
In your condemned feconds. 

[Exeunt jightinz, driven in !Jy Marcill.s. 

seE N E IX. 
q'he Roman Gamp. 

Alarum. .A Ret,s:eat isfou1Ided. Flourijh. En{tr at Oltl 

.fide, COMI N IU S, and RomaTli; at -the other )ide, 
MARCI~S, 'With his arm i1l afiarf, ami other Romans. 
Com. If I fhould tell thee 5 o'er this thy day's work. 

Thou'lt not believe thy deeds: but I'll repQr.t it. 
Where 

3 Wert thou the H,E/or, . 
That 'Was tbe ",hip ojy,ur hragg'dp,ogeflY,] Dr. Johnfonfays, "~hat 

the Romans boafring themfelves to be defcended from the Trojans, the 
meaning may be, that Heelor was the whip with which the Trojans 
(coursed lhe Greeks." This he confiders as a '!ery unufual conftruClion, 
but it appears to me only fuch as every page of th~e plays furni/hes; 
and the foregoing interprelation is in my opinion undoubtedly the true 
one. An anonymous correfpondent juftly obfenes, that ~he words 
mean, "the whip that your bragg'd proseny was po,ffifs'tJ of." 

MALON':. 
" - you ha."'f"Jham'./J me 

In your ~oodemned luonds.1 For condemn,d, we may read con· 
"mned. You have, to my /hame, rent me help which I de/piJe. J 0 H NSOl\l. 

Why may we not al well be contented with the old reaol ing, and ex
plain it, rou bave, to my fhame, leM me help, 'Which I muli condemn 0.1 

intrufi''', injlead oj /liP/auding it aj nlCtjfary f Mr. Maron propofes to 
read lecond infread of l .. onJ,; but the latter is right. So Lear ; ., No 
flCond.'! allmyfelf1" STEltV~NS. 

We havl' had the fame phraCe in the fourth Ccen~ of this phy: .. NoW 
pro"eg odftcond" " MALONE. 

S If I fhould t.1I fbu, &e. J So, in the old tranflation of Pf"ta'cb : 
" There the conCul Cominius going vp [0 his chayer of frate., i 
the prefenee of the whole armie, gaue thankes to the god des for fo great, 
glorious, and prolj>e rou. a vielorie: then he fpake to M artius, whoCe 
va lli antne. he commended beyond the moone, both fOr that he him felfe 
(awe him doe with his eyes, as alfo for that 1\111 t ius had reported vnm 
him\ So in the ende he willed Martius, h /hpuld chollfe out of all the 
borfel they had taken of their enemies, and of aU the goedes they had 

.'wonne 
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Where fenators fhall mingle ttars with finiJes; 
Where great patrir.ians fhall attend, and fhrug, 

' 77 

l' the end, admire; where ladies fhall be frigh ted, 
And, gladly quak'd 6, hear ·mort:; where the dull Tri~ 

bunes, 
T.hat, with the fully plebeians, hate thine honours, 

all fay, againtl their hearts,-We thank the gods, 
, 0 . Rome hath .fuch aJoldier!-

Yet 'Il thou to a morfel of this fealt, 
Having c uIly din'd before. 

E"Ur T T U s LA R TIUS, <with his pow r,from Ike pllr/lli!. 
Larf. 0 general, " 

Here is the freed, we the caparifon 1 : 

HadIl: thou beheld-
Mar. Pray now, no more: my mother, 

Who has a charter to extol 8 her blood, 
When fhe does praife me, grieves me. I have done, 
As you have don,e ; that's what I can; induc'd 
As you have been; that's for my country 9 : 

wonne (whereof th~re was gre.t ftore) tenne of euery fort which he 
liked beO:, before any diO:ribution Ihould be mode to other. Belides 
this great honorable olfer he had made him, he gaue him in tetumoni .. 
that he had wonne that daye the price of prowe. aboue all other, a 
gocdly horfe with II cappari/on, and all furniture to him: which th.: 
whole armi. beholding, dyd marvrloully praife and . commend. B1l'l: 
Martius O:epping forth , told the conful, he moO: tbanckefully acccpteel 
the gifte of his horfe, and wasu glad man belides. th.t his feruice b~d 
deferued his generaUs commendation: and os for his ather 9lfer, whi ch 
was rather a mercenary reward, than an honourable recompencc, he 
would none of it, but Was contented to haue his equall parte with oraer 
fouldiers." STEEVENS. 

C> And, gladly ,{"ak'd,) i. e. thrown into gratefu l trepidation. TC) 
9"ake is ufed likewife as a verb at\ive by T. HeyWood, in his Silver 
Agt, 1613! 

~, - We'll ruakt them at that bar 
./' " Where aJ foula wait for fentence." STEEVE NS . 

1 Htr< is tb. ftud, w. tb. caplfriJon!] This is an odd encomium. 
The meaning is, tbi, mlln pufornzed tb. 118io", and ""t only /il/td up lb. 

'/how . JOHNSON. 
, 8 _ a cbarttr t. ("'01] A. privilege to praire her own fon . JOHNSON. 

$I - tbat', fo r my country :] The latter word is ufed here, as ill oUtt'!' 
places, as a trifyllable. Sec Vol. I. p. 120, n. 4, M ALONC, 

VOL. VII. N He, 
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-He, that has bUl effeC1ed his goctd will, 
Hath overta'en mine aC1 I. 

Com. You /hall not be . 
The grave of your defervillg; Rome Dlult know 
The value of her own: 'twere a concealment 
Wone than a theft, no lefs than a traducement, 
To hide ,your doings; ·and to filence that. / ' , 
Which, to the fpire and top of praifes vouch'd, 
Would feem but modeft: Therefore, I befeech YOll.-
(In fign of what you are, not to reward 
What you have dQfle,) before our army hear me. 

Mar. J have fome wounds upon,me, and they,fmart 
To hear themfelves remrmber'd. 

Com , Should they not", 
Well miglit they fefier 'gainft ingratitude. 
A nd tent themfelves with death. Of aU the horfes~ 
(Wh('feof we have ta'en good, 'and good frore,) of aU 
The treafure, in this field atchiev'd, and city. 
We render you the tenth; to be ta'en forth, 
Before the common diftribution, at 
Your onl y choice, 

Mar. 1 thank you, general; • 
But cannot make my heart confent to take 
A bribe, to pay my fword; I do ref~fe it; 
And fiand upon my common part WIth thofe 
That have be:~e!d the doing. 

[A long flourifo. <Tbey all cry, Marcius! Ma!'cius! (aft 
up tbeir caps and lances: COMINIUS and I,ARTIU S, 

j1altd bare. 
Mar. May thefe fame inftruments, which you profane, 

Never found more! When drums and trumpets /hall 
I' the field prove flatterers, let courts and cities be 
Made all of falfe-fac'd foothing! When free! grows foft 

~ He, tblH hath but eif.Bed his good will, " 
Hath overta'en mine aCl.] That is, has done as much as II .. ve 

done, inafmuch as my ardour to lerve the ftate is fuch that I h ave never 
been able to effect all that I wifi,'d, !,o, in Macbt:h: 

" The flighty purpofe never is O'trlo •. t, 
" Unlef, the deed goes with it." MAl. ONJ:. 

2. Slm,ld tbry nQI,l .Tha.t is, n.t 6, rt1llt",btr~d. JOHNSON . 

As 
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As the pnrafite's filk, let himbe made • 
An overture for the wars 3 ! No more, I fay; 
For that I have not wafh'd my nofe that bled, 
Or foil'dfome debile wretch,- whiLh, without note, 
Here's many elfe have done,-you fhout me forth 
111 acclamations hyperbolica1 ; 

s if I lov'd my little fhould be dieted 
I raifes fauc'd with lies. 

C01,. Too modeft are you; 
• More C1 el to your good report, than grateful 

To us t at give you truly: hy your parience, 
If 'gainft yourfelf you Abe incens'd, we'll put you 
(Like one that means his proper harm) in manac1e~, 
Then reaCon fafely with you.- Therefore, be it known~ 
As to us, to all the world, that Caius Marcin! 
Wears this war's garland: in token or the which, 
My noble freed, known to the camp, I give him, 
With all his trim belonging; and, from this time, 

3 - Wbto drums and trumpttsjhall 
l'tbt Jield "ro'<l'flalter,'s, let courtland citits b. 
Mad. all of fDlJ. -fac·d {oDtbing! Wbtn jlltl grows loft 
As Ibt parajitt'.Jilk, fe, him ht madt 

Fot 

An overtUTt for Iht 'Wars I] The tidt part of the parrag. has beeB 
alteted, in my opinion, unneeefi"arily by Dr. Warburton; l who for 
courtl reads ca",ps j 1 and the latter not fo happily, 1 think, a. he often 
conjeaures. In tfle I.tter part, which only ] meln to confider, in
fiead of, him, (an evident corruption) he fubll itutes hymns j which 
perhaps may palliate, bu t eertainl y has not cured, th~ wounds of the: 
felltence. I would propoCe an alteration of two words: 

" --' when freel grows 
" Soft as the parafite's filk, let this [i. c. fiIk] be made 
" A coverture for the wars !" 

Th~ fenfe will then be apt and complete. Whtn freel groWl loft as 
filk , Itt armourbtmadtDffilk injltad of fteel . TYRWH1TT, 

It {bould be remembered, that the perfonal him, is not unfrequently 
ufed by our author, and other writers of his age, inftcad of it, the 
neuter; and that overture, i~ its mufical fenCe, i. not fo ancient as the 
age of ShaHpeare. What Martial has faid of Mutiu. Sex.ola, may 
however be applied to Dr. Warburton's propafed emendation: 

Si non .rraJJ.t, itceral illt minus. ST 1:" v UU. 
Bullokar in his Englijh ExpoJitor, 8vo. 1616, interpret. the word 

O'vtrtu re thus: "A n overturning j "fudden change." The latter fenfe 
fuits the ptefent pa!lagc fufficicntl y well, uI,deritaodins the word him to 

N :l. mean 
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For what he did oefore Coritlli 4. caB him. 
With all the applaufe and clamour of the hofr, 
Caius Marcius Coriolanus S. _ 

Bear the addition nobly ever! 
[F louriJh. 'l'T'1l1llpets ./rJlwd, alld drulII'. _ 

All. Caius Marcius Coriolanus! 
Cor. I will go wafh ; . . 

And when my face is fair, you fhall perceive r ' 
Whether I blufh, or 110: Howbeit, I thank you:-
I mean to ftride your freed; and, at all ti~es, 
To undercrell: you~good addition, 
To the fairnefs of my power 6. . , 

Com . So, to our tent: 
Where, ere we do repofe u , we will write 
To Rom e of our fuccefs.-You, Titus L artius, 
M uft to Corioli back: fend us to Rome 
The beft 7, with whom we may articulate I, 

For their own good, and ours. Lar', 
mean it, as Mr. 5 tee •• ns ha s very pr0perly explaintd ;t. When ftee! 
/:rows foft as /ilk, let i.lk be fuddenly cenverted to the ufe of war. 

We nave manyexpreJlions equally licentious in thef" plays , Eyfletl 
M~rcius m<ans a ceat of mail. So, in K. Henry VI. ,P • .Ill . 

" Shall we go throwaway our coat, ef fletl, 
" A nd wrap our bodies in black mourning gowns. ~" MA LON J!. 

4 Fer 'What he did, &c.) So, in the old nannation of Plutarch: 
" After this /howte and noyfe of the affembly was fomewhat appeafcd, 
the conful Comifjius beganne tofpeake in this forte. We cannot <om
pell Martius to take thefe gifts we oiler him, if he will not reee aue 
them: but we will geue him fueh a rewarde for the noble feruice he 
hath done, as he can net rdufe. Therefore we doe nrder rnd decree, 
th,t henceforth he be called Cerielanus, onl.s his valiant ac1s "haue 
Wonn~ him that name before our nomination.." ST £:£ v.EN S . 

S The folio - Marcu, Cai., Ceriolan.,. STEEVEN~ . 
6 'To undercrejl your geod additien, • 

'Te tbe fairnef s ej my f ewer.) I underftand the meaning to be, to 
illuftrat. thi s honourable diftincbon you have conferred on me b) frefh 
defervings to therxtentof my power. To utJIiercrejl, I /hould guefs. fig
niii .. s properly, to wear beneath the creft as a par t of a coat of arms. The 
name or title now given feems to b. contidered as the ettft; the f'l"O
mifed future atchievements as the future additions to that coat. H I! A Til . 

When two engage on ''lual terms, we fay it is fa ir; fairneJ. m 'Y 
therefore be equa/tty, inpr.pe,·tion tfualte", ~D'Wer . JOHN SON. 

II To the f.irncfo of my power··- i. , as fairly as I can. MASON. 

7 'The bifl- ] The cbiif m"n of e orioli . JoP. Ii SON . 

8 _ ~vitb wEem we may articulate,] i. e. enter into artid" . This 
word occllrs again in K. He.,'} IV~ 1'. I . 

" Indee. 
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Lart . 1 {hall, my lord. 
Cor. T he gods begin to mock me. I that now 

Refus'd moll: princely gifts, am bound to beg 
Of my lord general. 

Com. Take it: 'tis yours.-What is't? 
·Cor. I fometime lay, here in Corioli, 

-"'fi. a poor man's houfe 9 ; he us'd me kindly: 
He .", ' d to me; I faw him prifoner; 
But th Aufidius was within my view, 
And wrath o'erwhelm'd my pity: I re~ueft you 
To give my poor hoft freedom. 

Com . 0 , well bc:gg'.! l 
Were he the butcher of my fon, he fht)uld 
Be free, as is the wind " . Delive~ him, Titus: 

Lart. Marcius, hi s name? 
Cor. By Jupiter, forgot:-

I am weary S yea, my memory is tir'd.
H&ve we no wine here? 

C~m. Go we to our tent: 
The blood UpOl! your vifage dries; 'tis time 

lSI 

It fhould be lo!,k'd to: come. [EX:II11t. 

SCENE x. 
crhe Camp of the VoJces. 

AjlouriJh. Cornets. 'Enter TULLUS AU !lI IOIUS hleedj, 
<with two or three [oldiers . 

Auf. The town is ta'en ! 

" Indeed thefe tlllng. you haye articulatul." 
i. e, Cet down articl, by articl.. So, in Holinfhed's Chronicles of Ir.lanti, 
p. ] 63: "The earl of DeCmond', treaCons articular-d." ST £EV £ N S. 

, At a poor man', bouJe j) So, in the old tranllation "f Plutarcb I 
" Only this gr",ee (Caid he) J era"e, and b.Ceeche you to grant m • • 
Among the Volfee. thore is an olde frienoe and hofte of mine, an honeO: 
;wealthi. man, and now a priConer, who liuing before in great w,-.Ith 
itt hi. own. coumrie. liuetb now a poore pri foner in the h andes of his 
enemies: and yet notwi~hft.n ding all his miferie ud misfortune, it 
would doe me great pleafure if I could faue him from .his one daunger I 
to keepe him from being Colde as a /laue." ST I: ZVUU • 

• - fre. , as is the w ind.] So, in ds you Ii~.· it: 
s' _ I muft have I,htrty, 
" Withal, as large a charter a, the ."j.d." Mil ~ON E. 

N 3 J. Sol. 
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I. Sol. 'Twill be deliver'a back on good condition. 
Auf. Condition?-

I would, I were a Roman; for I can not, 
Being a Voice', be that I :lm.-Condition! 
Wh at good condition can a treaty find 
l' the part that is at mercy? Five times, Marcius 
J have fought with thee; [0 often hall thou beat me; 
And would' ft do [0, I think, lhould we encounter .r / 

As often as we eat.-By the elemen 5, / 

If e'er again I meet him beard to beard, 
He is mine, or J a~ his: Mine emulation 
Hath not that honour in't, i: had; (or where ~ ( 
I thought to crulh him in an equal force, 
(True [word to [word,) I'll potch at him [orne way 3; 
Or wrath, or craft, may get him. 

J. Sol. He's the devil. 
A1If. Bolder, though not [0 [ubtle: My valour's poi

[pn'd 4~ 

1 Being a Volee, &e.) It may bej uft obferved, that Shakfpeare call. 
the r.lei, rolees, which the modern edi tors have cbat'ged to the mo
dern termination [Voleian]. I mention it here, 'oe~a"fe here the 
change has fpoiled tbe me.fure: 

Being a Voice, be/bat Jam. Co.ditio. I jOHNaoN . 
The rolei are called rolm in fir Tho, N arth's Plut6reh . Sec Vol. vr. 

P.195. n. 4. STU:VENS • 
.. -for where-!:] Where is ufed here, as in many oth\!r plates, far 

'lub"eas. MALONE . 
! - rllpotch at hi;" /ome 'Way;] The lle'IJi(al reads poach; but 

potcb, to which the objetlion i. made a. no Englifu word, is ufed in the 
midland counties for aroMgb, 'lJioltntpujh . ST "EVEN' . 

Cole in his DICTLONARY, 1679, renders" to pocbe," fu.du11I e.xplo
rare. The modern word pckl is only a hard pronunciation of th is word. 
So to de wasformerlywritten to ech. MALONE. 

In Carew's Survry ofCorn.voll, the word potcb is ufed in almQ11: the 
fame (enfe, P' F: "They ufe .Ifo to pocht them (lifh) with an in
iliument fomewhat like a (almon-fpe.re." T OI. LET . 

4 My 'IIalo.r's ,oijon'd,] The conlhutlion of this pafiage would be 
dearer, if it were written thus: 

- my valour, f' oifo.'d 
W"b only fu./fering fiaill by bim, f or hi", 
Sball jlie out ofttfflf. TYllWHlTT. 

5 
With 

,. 
" 
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Witll only fulfering ftain by him; for him 5 

Shall fly out of itfelf: nor fleep, .!.lor fanCluary, 
Being n"aked, fick; nor f'me, nor Cap'tol, 
The prayers of priefts, nor times offacrilice, 
Embarquements all of fury 4, fhalllift up 

heir rotten privilege and cullom 'gainft 
1yhate to Marcius: where I find him, were it 

A'~ "home, upon my brother's guard 7 , even there, 
Aga;~ the hofpitable canon, would I 
Wain n~y fierce hand in his heart. Go you to the city; 
Learn, how 'tis held; and what they i\Ce, that muft 
Be h&fta~es for Rome. 

I. Sol. Will not you" go? 
Allf. I am attended at the cyprefs grove: 

I pray you, 
l'Tis fouth the city mills 8,) bring me ward thither 

How 

! -for b;", 
SballJly out of ;t/'If:] To mifchief rum, my valour lhould ,.

filia te/rom its own native generolity. J OH NSON. 
6 _ nor flu p, tlDr janfl l1t! ry , &c. 

Embarquemeftts all of fury,] The word in the old copy is {pelt 
tmbarfu'm,nlS, and as Cotgrave fays, meant not only an .",bark"l;o". but 
an .mbargoing. 'Th, ro/l," privil'g' and cuflom that ful I 0""'. feem to favour 
this explanation; and therefore the old reading =y well enough fiand, 
as an embargo is undoubtedly an impedimtnt. S TC£VJO:NS . 

In Sherwood' s Englilh and French DiCtionary at the end of Cot. 
graves, we lind 

" To imbark, to imbargue. Embar'lw,r. 
" An imbarking. an im barguing. Emb.ar'lu.mtnt. 

Cole in his Latin DiCtionary, 1679, hao "to imbargu., or lay an i",
bargo upon." There can be no doubt therefo re that the old copy i. 
righ t,_lf we derive the word from the Spanilh, ,mbargar, perh.ps we 
ought to write emhargemenll; but Shakfpe.re·s word certainly ca me to 
us fro m the French, and therefo re is more properly written ,,,,barque
nun,'s, or tmbarkments. MAL ONE . 

• 7 AI bom" upon my brother's guard,-] In my own houfe, with my 
bro ther polled to proteCt him. JOK NEOl< . " 

8 (''Tis ! outh Ib, city mills.)] But where could Shakfpeare have heard 
of the fe mill, at Antium ! I believe We Ihouid read: 

("Ti, (Qutb the <il) mile.) 
The old edition reads milt. T VllWKITT. 

Slukfpeare is feldom careful about ruch little :mproprietics. 
Cwi.la nu, Ipeaks of our divines, and M.nen ,u, of ,ra,m ill the b.~ 

N 4 , burch. 
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How theworld<goes; that-to the pace of i~ 
I may f?ur on my journey. 

1. Sol. I fuall, fu. 

I 
-------- -------------,/ 

ACT II. SCENE I. " f 

Rone. A puhlid, Place. 

~nter MENEN I US, SICINIUS, and BR UTt1S. 

Men. The augllier tells me, we fuall have news to-night •. 
.Bru. Good, or bad? 
Men. J:-Iot according to the prayer of the people, for 

they love not Marcius. 
Sic. Nature t'eaches beafts to know their friends. 
M!n. Pray you 9, who does the wolf love I 
Sic. The lamb. 
Men. Ay, to devour him; as the hungry plebeians 

would the noble M arcius. 
B,·u. He's a lamb indeed, that baes like a bear. 
Mm. He's a bear, indeed, that lives like a lamb. You 

two are old men; tell me one thing that I fi:all a1k you. 
Both. 'l'rih. Well, fir. 
Mm. In what enormity is Martius poor in I, that yoq 

~wo have not in abundance? 
r 13r14. 

cburchyard. It is raid afterwards, that Coriolanus t alks like 3 hell; 
and drum" and Hob and Dick, are with as litti,e attention w time or 
place, introduced in this tragedy, STE£VE~: S . 

Shakfpeare frequently introduces thefe minute local dcfcriptions, pro
bably to give all ai r of truth to his pieces. So, ill Romeo anti Juliet: 

C( ..... underneath the grovt tJj / ),camorc, 
" That 'WtjI."ara rooteth from the cily', fide." 

Again: 
" It was the nightingale, 3nd not the lark,- • 
" Nightly Ihe lings on y on pOJ1"granalt Ir"." MALON E. 

Sl Prayyou,&c.] ,"Vhen the tribune, in reply to Menenius's remark, 
on the people's hate of Coriolanus, had obferved that even heal" kno ... 
tbeir friends, Menenius alk., wb.m do .. ILl ~u.lr !"Vl? implying th3t 
there are ~eans which love nobody, and that ~inong thofe bealts are 
the people. JOHNSON • 
. f in /Whal ,,,crmity i, Marc;", toor in,] Here We have another of our 

author'. 
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Brll. He's poor in no one fi It, but fro'r'd with all. 
Sic. Efpecially, ill pride. 
BrIt. And topping all others in boafting. 
Men . This is fhange now: Do you two know how you 

are cenfured here in the city, 1 mean of u, 0' the right_ 
nd file? Do you? 
Both. 'Trih. Why, how are we cenfured? 
Men. Becau[e you t:llk of pride now,-Will you not be 

angry? 
Both. 'Tri/;. Well, well, fir, well. 
Men. Why, 'tis no great matter; ftlr a very little thief 

of o'Ccalipn will rob y of:l great deal of patience; give 
your difpolitions the reins, and be angry at your plea
fure s ; :It the leaft, if you take it as a plea[ure to you, ill 
being fo. YDU blame Marcius for being proud 1 

Brit . We do it not alone, fir . 
Mm . I know, you can do very little alone; for your 

helps are many; or elfe your actions would grow won
drous fingle: your abilities are too infant-like, for doing 
much alone. You talk of pride : 0 , that you could turn 
your eyes towards thp. napes of your necks", and make 
but an interidr furvey of your good felves! 0, that yoll 
could! . 

Bru . What then, fir 1 
Mm. Why, then you lhould difcovcr a brace of un

meriting, proud, violent, tefty magiftrate~, (:llias, fools, ) 
as any in Rome 3 • 

/' Sic. Menenius, you are known well enough tllO. 

~lI thor's peculiar modes of phrafeology; which, however, the modern 
editors have not fufr.:red him to retain, havin!: difmifiCd the redundant 
i~ at the end of this part of the fentence. MALO:'): . 

• - to'Ward. tb. nap" of y our nuk.,] With allufion to the fable, 
wl.ich fays, that every man has a bal: hanging before him, in which 
he puts his neighbour's faults, and another behil1d him, in which be 

: !tows his own. jOIiN :J ON. 
3 _ a bra" of unmcriting- magiJ1rat .. ,- as any in R om,. ] This was 

the ph~afeol ogy ofShakfoeue's age, of whieh J have met with Ill.ny in
fi ances in the books of that time. Mr. Pope, as ufu.l, reduced the 
p.flage to t he modern ftandard , by reading- a brace of a, u~meriting, 
1'« . as any in Rme ; and all tht fubfequent editors have adopted his 
emendation. MALONE. 

Min. 
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Men. I am kllpwn to be II humorous patrician, and one 

that lovl's a cup of hot wine 'vith not a drop of allaying 
Tiber in't; faid to be fomething imperfect, in favoilring 
the firft complaint; haf1:y, and tinder-like, upon too tri
vial motion: one that converfes more with the buttock of"" " 
the night 4 , than with theforehe~ct of the morning. Wh1f~ 
I think, I utter ; and fpend my malice in my breath: 
Meeting two fuch weals-men a!; you are, (I cannot call 
you Lycurgufes) if the drink you give me, touch my pa
late adverfely, I make a crooked face at it. 1 cannot fay 5, 

your woriliips have deliver'd the matter well, when I firl 
the afs in compoun with the major part of your fylla1- :-es : 
and though I mull be contellt to b .ar with thofe: that f; y 
you are reverend grave men; let they lye deadly, th at 
tell, you have good faces. I yon fee [his in the map of 
my microcofm, follows it, that I am known well enough 
tOO! What harm can your biffon confpe&uites 6 glean O'lt 

of this character, if I be known well enough toO! 
Bru. Come, fir. come, we know you well enough. 
Mm. You know neither me, yourfelves, nor any thing. 

You are ambitious for poor knaves' caps anc. legs 7 ; you 
wear out a good 8 wholefome forenoon, in .qearing a cauCe 

- between 

.. - one tbat con'lJ,r/" ",or, witb tbe buttock of the night, &c.] R a 
ther a late Iierdown Chan an early rifer. JeH NsON. 

So, in Low', La"h,ur's L 'JI: "It is the king's mol!: fweet pleafnre 
and .R'eClion, to congratulate the princefs at her pavilion, :.n the 1'0/
t"iors of Ibis day; which the rude multitude call, the afternoon," Again, 
in King Htnry 11/. P. II. 

" - Tho .. art a fummer bird, 
" Which ever in the houncb of winter lings 
" The lifting up of day." MALO NE . 

5 I c.nnotfoy _ ] Nor, which appear~ to have been omitted in the 
old copy, by negligence, was inferted by Mr. Theobald. MA LONE . 

(; - billon co" fl'tfluit ies,]Bijfon (blind,) in the old copies, is D"/O"": 
reJlored by Mr. Theobald . J OHNS ON. 

SO, in Haml,t: 
(, Ran barefoot up and down, threat'ning the /lames, 
" With biJ!on rheum." MALONE. 

7 - fo, 1'.0' kna"'If' cops, and Itg'-J That is, fur their obei fanee 
£hewed by bowing to you. To make a leg waS the phrafe of our au
thor's tim. for a bow. See Vol. V. p. ISO, n. 4. MAL ONE. 

8 _ J O" ~"rQr out a g ood, &e.] It appears from tLis wilole fpeeeh that 
Shakf!,eare 
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between 3.11 orange-wife I!n~ a · £ fi"et-fellert and then re· 
journ che concf()verfy of th ee.pence to a f~cond day of 
audience.-When you al'e hearing a matter betw en party 
:lnd parry, if you chance to be pinch'd with the cholick, 

• vou make faces like mnm r::ers; fcc up the bl dy flag 
~inn all patience 9 ; and. in roaring for a chamber
poc, difmifs the controverfy bleedin~, che more entangkd 
by your hearing: all the peace you make in their caufe, 
is, calling bach the parties knaves: You are a pair of 
ftrange ones. 

. 1/. Come, come, you are wellunde~ll:ood to be aper-
feEte ",iber for the table, th:lll a necelfary bencher in the 
Capi tol . \ • 

Men . Our very priell:s mull: become mockers, if they 
fhall encounter fuch ridiculous fubjefts as yOll arc . When 
YOll fpeak bell: unto the pUfpofe, it is not worth the wag
ging of your beards; and your beards deferve not fo ho
nourable a grave, as to ftuff a botcher's cuihion, or to be 
entomb'd in an afs's pack-fad die. Yet you muft be fay
ing, Marcius is proud; who, in a cheap ftimation, is 
worth all your predecelfors, f1nce Deucalion; though, 
peradventure, fome of the beft of them were hereditary 
hangmen. Good e'en to your worihips : more of your 
converfation would infect my brain, being the herdfmen 
of the beaftly plebeians 1: I will be bold to take my leave 
of you. 
Ellter VOLU M NIA, VIGILIA, and VALERIA, and a 

crowd of people. 

How now, my as fair as noble ladies, (and the moon, were:: 
!he earthly, no nobler,) whither do you follow your eyes 
fa faft! 

1'01. Honourable Menenius, my boy Mareius ap
proaches; for the love of Juno, let's go. 

~akfpeare miftook the office ~f prtrJtElus urbil for the tribune'. office. 
WARBURTON. 

\) - Itt up tbt bloody flag .gainji all patienu,] That is, declare war 
againll patience. There is not wit enough in this fOltire to r .. ;ornpenfc 
its gronnef. . JOH 1"50" _ 

, - berdfmen oJ ...... pllbeians :] As kings are called ""vif4l11( ). Ii", • • 

JOHN SON . 

Men 
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Men. Ha! M~rcius coming lwme? 
Yolo Ay, worthy Menenius; and with mofr profperous 

approbation. 
Mm. T ake my cap, Jupiter, 

Hoo! Marcius coming home ! 
and I thank thee ":- ... 

CJwo ladies . Nay, ' tis true. 
Yolo Look, here' s a 1etter from 

another, his wi fe another; and, I 
home for you. 

.1.,( 
him; the il:ate hath 
think, there's one at 

Men . 1 will make my very hou[e reel to night :-~ 
letter for me ? ~ ~ 

Fir. Yes, certain, there.'s a lett'.:r for you; I faw 'i't. 
Mm. A letter for me? It gives me an efrate of feven 

years' he alth; in which time, I will make a lip at the 
phyfician: the moil: (overeign prefcrip tion in G alen 3 is 
but empiric.utick. a~d, to this preferva~ive, of no Detter 
report than a horfe-drench. I s he not wounded? he was 
wont to come home wounded. 

Fir. 0, no, no, no. 
Yolo 0, he is wounded, I thank the gods for't. 
Men. So do I too, if it be not too mucr.. :-Brings 'a 

victory in h is poeket?-The wounds become nim. 
Fol. O n's brows, Menenius"; he comes the third time 

home with the oaken garland. 
lilcl/ • 

.. Tal. "'y cap, Jupiter, and I thad tb • .,] Dr. Warburton knew Co 
little of his author as to propoCe reading- take my,,,/,> Jupite,. 

MALON E. 
ShakCl'eare Co often mentions throwing up caps in this play, that 

Menenius m ay be well enough CuppoCed to throw up his cap in than k. 
to Jupiter. J OKNSON. 

3 - in Galtn- J An anachronifm of near 650 years . Menenius 
flourilhed anno U. C. 0.60, abo ut 49 2 years before the birth of our Sa
viour.-Galen was born or. the year of our Lord 136, 1I0urilhed abou t 
the year 155 or 1 60, and lived to the year 200, GREY. •. 

~ On's brDws, Mwenius:] Mr. MaCon propoCes that there iliouId be" 
a comma placed after Meneni u. j On 's brows, Menenius. he comes tne 
third time home with the oaken garland: "for," Cay. the com menta.
t o¥, "it was the oaken garland, not the wounds, that Vol umnia Cays 
he had on hi ~ brows." Bu t he appears to me to have miCappre hended 
the pall_g. . Volumnia an{wers Menenius, withou t taking notice of 
hillaft wurrlB, - " The wo un s become him. " Meneniu. had alked -

Drin~s 
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Men . Has he difciplined All ills (ound 
1/01. Ti tus Lartius writes,-they fought 

Aulidius got off. 

? 
together, but 

Mm. And 'tW:lS time for hi too, I'll warrant him 
that: an he had Il:aid by him, I would not have been {o 
I,<ji us'd for all the chelt. in Corioli, and the gold that's 
in them. Is the f .. nate pofiCfs'tl ofthis 5 ? 

YoJ. ~ood bdies, let' go :-Y s, yes, yes: the (en:lte 
has letters from the general, whercin he gin" my fon the 
whole name of the war: he hath in this aCtion OUtdO:1C his 
~er deeds doubly. • 
~. In troth, there's wOlldrous things {poke of him. 
lIICII . \Vondrous? ay: I warranl you, and not without 

his true pUl·chafing. 
I/h·. The gJds grant them true! 
1/01. T rue? pow, wow. 
lI'fCll. True r I 'll be (worn they are true :- Where is IJe 

wounded ?-God {ave your good worthip5! [era the er,.i
hom .] Marcills is corning home: he has more c:lufe to 
be prolld. - Where is he wounded? 

1'01. I' the Ihoulder, and i' the ldt arm: T here will be 
l:!rge cicatricr.s to fi1ew the people, when lIe Illal1 Il:and 
j;,r hi s place . He received in the repulfe of Tarquin. 
tcven hurts i' the body. 

Men. One in the neck, and two in the th igh,-there's 
r.ine that I know 6 . 

1/01. 

Bring he viClory in his f,.cktl? He blings it, (ays Volu!Il',;: , on hi, 
b, 0''''', for he cO!lles the tLird t:me home tn<u·bDund with the oake ... 
t;.dand, the embl<m ofviClory. So, aftrrwJrds : 

" He prQv'd beft man 0' t he field , and for h is meed, 
" Wa. hrow·Gound with the oaA ." 

If thcfe word. did not adrni, of fo clear.n e.planation, (in which tile 
onceit i s trul~ Snakfpelrian,) the arrangemert propnfed b, Mr. M.llon 

;n ght perhaps be adm itted, though it is cxtrelT"ly harth, and the in
# er(,un oi the natural order of the words not rnuLJl In our a uthor'. 01 n

nCr in his profe writings. MAL ONE . 

5 _ polfefs'd of Ibi, f] PoJfef,'d, in Our authour's lanGu 'ge, is fully 
i nformed. JOHNSON . 

6 _ [evln l'urtJ itt tbt ioJy. . 
Ivlen. Or.. in tht "tck , and t'.vo in tht If,;gb,-Ibtrt's nine Ibat I 
;""'W.] "Soven,one, and two," fa;' Dr, Warburton , " and thefe 

make 
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/Tol. He had, before tRis laft expedition, twenty-five 

wounds upon him. 
M en . Now it's twenty-feven : every gafn was an ene

my's grave : [A ./hour, and jiouriJh.] Hark, the trumpets. 
/Tol. There are the ufhers of Marcius: before him , -' 

He carries noife, and behind him he leave ~ tears ; ) ' 1 

Death, that dark fpirit, in' s ne: vy arm doth lie; 
Which being advanc'd, dec1ine ~; 7 ; and then men die. 

A Senltet . Cfrllmpets./oulld. Ellter COMINIUS and TITUS 

LARTIUS; peewee}! them, CORI"lLANU S , crov,~'d 
with an oakOl gar/alld; <with 'fPtai1/s a1/d ./oldier:.: alld 
a Herald . • 

H er. Know, Rome, that all alone Marcius did fi ght 
'Within Corioli' gates ; where he hath won, 
'Vith fame, a name to Cains Marcius; there 
I n honour follows, Coriolanus H ; -

Welcome to Rome, renown'd Coriolanus! [Flollrifo. 
All. \Velcome ro Rome, renown'd Coriolanus! 
C,,·. No more of this, it does offend my heart; 

Pray nolY, no more. 
Com . Look, fir, your mother ,
Cor. O! 

You have, I know, petition' d all the god ~ 

m ake bLt nine! .,' To .lliO: Menenius therefore in his arithmetick, he 
re ads, " one in the neck, and one 100 in the thi gh. " • .It is not without 
reluchncc thlt I encumber my page by even mentioning Cucn capricious 
innnvations; but I am Cometimes obliged to do fo, to introdu(C the true 
explanation of pair.ges. MA L ON E. 

The old man, .!;reable to hi s character, is minutely particular: 
S even ~vou nds ? Lu mefer; one in Ibe "uk, I.vo in tbttbigb- NoJ, I am 
furt t bert. art ,,:ort; tbrre are nine that I know Df. Up TON. 

7 Wbi,b being advane'd, declines,) Volumni a, in her bo.O:ing IIr.in, 
fays, that her (on to ki ll hi , enemy, has noth ing to do but to lift hI> 
h and and letit fall . J OHNSON. , 

S _Coriolantls.] Thco ld copy- MarliusCaiusCoriolonus. STE ."'·. " 
The compolitor, it is highly probable, caught the words Mart;us 

Cai.s from the preceding line, where .ICo in the 01<1 copy the original 
names of Coriolan us are accidental ly t ranfpofed. The correction i.1. 
tqG (oflll;r line was made by Mr. Rowe i in the latter by Mr. Sleevell s. 

M ALONE. 

For 
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For my profperity. • 

1'01. Nay, my gnod foldier, up; 
My gent)e Marcius, worthy Caius, and 
By deed-atchieving honour newly Il~m'd, 
What is it? Coriolanus, mull I call thee? 
Bllt 0, thy wife-

I ~t 

(Kmls. 

Cor. My gracious filence, hail ' ! 
Would'ft thou have laugh'd, had I come coffin'd home, 
That weep'ft to fee me triumph? Ah, my dear, 
Sue;\ eyes the widows in Corioli wear, 

moth:: rs that lackfons. 
1. t . l'iow the gods crown thee! 

Cor. A lt d live you yet i- O my (weet lady, pardon. 
[ 'To Valeria. 

1'01. I know not where to turn :- 0 weIcomr pomt' ; 
l\nd welcome, general ;- And you are welcome all. 

M ell , A hundred tl\oufand welcomes : I could weep, 
A lId 1 could laugh; I am light, and heavy; Welcome 
:\ curfe begin at very root of his hean, 

9 MJ [!,ror ;"m'fii.,w, hoi!!] By my grario", ji/e"ct, I belie ve, the 
Fo ~· t meant, thou w bofrjilul1 iel'rJ a,~ mort t l?qufnt andgrattJui to 1:'1(, 

II J II IL. clamor ou. ::pplauJ< of tbe rrft! So, Cran,a", • 
C( Str:((nti() uJJhow~rJ! O! Itt thcm f lJ /.! 
-, T heir cadence is rbetoriro/. n 

l' Lain, in the 1I1artiol M aid of Bea umont an :! flet cher: 
c, Ji lady'S (rars a, cjilfnl 011J10rs, 

" Or fl'ould be f o at ~tJjJ , 10 mOV, bfjOnd 
(( Th~ bo ney-tongued rhet orician . ~ ' 

Aglin, in D ani el's Complaint of R ofamond ; J . 99 : 
" A L b,auty ,fyr<n, f air enchanting g".J ! 
'c SWtL tfi!~r, t rhelorick ~fptrJuadJlj~ t'J'Cl! 
" D umb " ' 9u,nct, wbofe.p07Vtr doth mo.", Ib, hlood, 
" M or( thon tbe 'WordL, Or ~lJifdom of rbt quijt In STl1!Vl N S" 

cljeve " My g racious filente," on ly meao 3 " My htauteoul filen ce,'· 
o my lil ent Grace. " Gracio" , feems to have had the fame mean in!: 
vtrr.edy that [!,raciful h as at t ll ;s day . So, in the Mercb.nr of Pmi,, ; 
( " But being fealon'd with a gracious voice." 
gain, in King J ohn: 

" Th~r e. W:lS not ruch a gracious creatu re born." 
Agarn in M arfton's Ma ;«ont,nt, J 604 :-" f.c i. the moft cxq ui fi te in 

forging of veines, fpright 'n ing of eyes, dying of haire, /leeki ng of 
iki nneE, blulhing of cheekes, &t, rhat ever m ad e an uld lady gracio.r 
by torchlight." MALON E. 

That 
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That is not glae to fee the\; !-You are three, 
That Rome fhould dote on: ye: , by the faith of men, 
We have fome old crab-trees here at home, that will not 
:Be grafted to your relifu. Vet welcornt:, warriors; 
We call a nettle, but a nettle; and ". 
The faults of fools, but folly. 

. Com. Ever right 1. 

COT . Menenius, ever, ever. 
Her. Give way there, and goon. 
Cor. Your hand, and yours: (to his 'Wife and mother. 

Ere in our own houfe I do {hade my head, /!!--' 
The good patrici~ns muft be viuted ; ", 
From whom I have receiv'd not d,lly greetings(l 
:But with them change of honours". 

1'01. 1 have liv'd 
To fee inherited my very willies, 
And the buildings of my fancy: onI?f 
There's one ~hillg wanting, which I doubt not, but 
Our RomF will C.lft upon thee. 

Cor. Know, good mother, 
I had rather be their lervant in my way • . 
Than fway with. them in theirs. . 

Com. On, to the Capitol. . [Floztri/h. CornetJ. 
[Exeullt inflate, as before. 'l'he 'l'ribunes cQmcfirward. 

By" . All.tongue . ak of him, .and the blcnred fights 
Are fpeaacle~ to fee him : Your p~atling nur{e . 
Into a rapture 3 le~s her baby cry J 

I While 
J Com. Ever rigbt. T , 

Cor: Mtneniu" ever, ."'er.] Rather, I think: 
Com. Ever.right Mentnius. 
Cor. Ef(Jer, t'Vtr. 

Cominius means to fay that-Menenius i. ahuays lb. jam.; retai .• 
h is old humour. So, in Julius Ctr{ar • . Ad V. fc. i. upon a f ••• 1 

from Callius, Antony only fays, "Old CajJiusjlill." TYR,WHIT,:':\-
By thefe words, a tIle). Il:and in the old copy. I b~lieve, Cori.lan~s 

means to fay- Mencniu9 is !till the fame a!lillionate friend as former - <1# 

Iy. So, in Juliu, Ctr:f ar : "-for 0.]'W(11' I am Cd!far." MALONE. 

Z B ut, .uitb them, change Df hOrlours. J Vari.ty of bonours ; as ,bat:g' 
Df rayment , among the writers of that Orne, .6ll'nined 'IIari' lJ of ra.r 
ment. WARBURTON • . 

3 Inf. a rapt~re-J Rapture, a common term at that time ufed for 
a /it, fimply. So, to birapf, 6:nified, to·b, in a fit. WAlt BUR TON. 

If 
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While {he chats him: the kitchen malkin 4.pins 
Her rich~ lockram 5 'bout her reechy neck, , 
Clamberi1)g the walls ttl eye him: Stalls, bulks, windows. 
Are fmother'd up, leads fiU'd, and ridges hors'd 
With variable complexions; all agreeing 
In <;arnell:nefs to fee him: feld-fhown flamens () 

Do 
If the explanation of BiOlop Warburton be allowed, a rapture means 

J fi t ; but it doe. not . appear from the note where the word is ufed in 
that fenfe. The righ.t word is in all probability "'PtMrt, to which 
~n are liabie from exceJive fits of crying. This emtndarion waa 
the p~ty of a very ingenieus fc,holar long before 1 had any claim to it. 

• S , w. 
I have not)Tlft with the word raptur. in the fenfe of. fit in 30y book of 

our au thor'. age, nor f"und it in any dictionary prevlous to Calc', I.atin 
d ,,~tionary, quano, 16791 He renders the word by the Latin teflafis , 
'\" hich he interprets (l tra"". However, the rule-de non appartntiblll It 
d, non exiflmtibus eadem eft rati~ertainly does not hold, when applied 
to the ure of words. Had w! al/ the books of our author's age, and h~d 
I'e '"3d them all, it then might be urged.- Drayton fpeaking of Mar

lowe, fays hi s raptures were" all 1I.ir aod lire." MALOIIE. 
4- - tbe kitcben malkin-l A maukin, or malkin, · i. a kind of mop 

made of clouts forthe ufe or fweeping ovens: thence a frightful Jigure of 
clou t, drened up : thence a d!rty wench. HANMER. . 

Maukin in fome parts of England lignifies a figure of clouts rct up to 
right birds in gardens : a fcare-crow. P. 

Mintheu gives the fame explanation of this term, as Sir T. Hanmer 
h .. done, calling it "an inftrument to clean an oven,-now made 
vf old c1nwtes." The etymology which Dr. J ohnfoo has gi ven ill 
his diltionary-'C 111' ALY r II , from Malar Mar), and 'in, the diminu_ 
tive termination,"-is, I apprehend, erroneous. The kitchen.wench 
very naturally takes her name from thi s word. as / eui/ion, another of 
J,er titles, is in like manner derived from if,ouii/on, the fl£ncn term 
lor the utenlil called a malkin. MALOII E. 

After the Morris-dance degenerated into a ~iece of coarfe 'l\"uifoonery. 
and Maid Marian was perfonated by a clown, this once elegant qu.en 

" obtained the name of Malkin. To this Beaumont and Fletcher 
1Iionfitur Thomas: 

" Put on the thape of order and humanity, 
, ., Or you mufr marry Malkin, tbe May-Lady." STEEVEN •• 

I],r ricbeft lockram, &c.l L ockram was fome kind of cheap linen~ 
« ene, in hi, ViJion, defcrib.ng the dref. of a man, fays: " Hi, rufre 

,"a. of fine lodoram , fritched very {aire with Coventry blue." Again" 
in Glapthorne'. WIt in a Conjh,ble, 1639: ' 

" Thou thought'fr, beeaufe I did wear lo,Aram thirts, 
" J had no wit:" ST£EV.E1U • 

. G _ ftld.fb'~vn jla",wl-] i. e. priefts who ftldom exftibit themfelvel 

V OL , VB . 0 . 
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Do prefs aniong"the popula.r throngs, and pufF 
To win a vulgar ftation • : our veil'd dames , 
Commit the war of white and damafit, in ( 
Their nicely gawded cheeks 7, to the wanton fpotl 
Of Phrebus' burning kiffes: fuch a pother, 
As if that w hatfoever god 8 , who leads him, 
Were flily crept into his humar powers, 
And gave him graceful poftule. 

Sic, On the fudden, 

, 

to public view. The word is ufed in Humour DUI of Breath, a tO~~ 
by John Day, J607: " / 

" 0 feld-ften metamorpho/is." 01 ' 

Seld is often ufed by antient writers forjeUom. STEEVI:!Il S. • 
• _ a vulgaT flation-J A fration among the rabble. So, in 'Th: 

Com,dy of Errors: . 
" A v ulgar comment will be made of it." MALONE, 

7 Commit the war of 'Whitt and damafl, in 
'Their nicely gawded cheds,] Dr. Warturton, for 'War, ablurdly 

reads_are. "MA LONE. 
Has the commentator never heard of rofes conre .• ding with lilies fOf 

tile empire of a lady's cheek? The oppojition of colours, though- not 
the tommixturt, may be called a war. JOIINSON. 

SO, in Shakfpeare's 'Tar'luin and Lucrece: 
" The tilent 'War of lilies ai'il! of rofes, 
" Which Tarquin view'd in heF fair face's field." 

Acain, in the 'Taming of tbe Sbrew : 
" Such 'War of white and red," &c. 

Agaill, in Dam4ta,' Mlldrigal in Praifeofbis Dapbtli), by J. Wootton; 
publi/hed in Enliand', Helicon , 16I4: . 

" Amidfrher cheek the rofe and lilly fl riv.," STEEVEN~. 
Again, in our author', Yenus and Adonis: 

" To note the fighting cOllflia of her hue, 
., .J;;Iow 'Wbitt and red each other did dellroy." MALON 1:. 

Cleavelana introduc.s thIS, according to his quaint manner: 
" - - her cheeks, 
" Where rofes mix: no civill war " 
" Between her York and Lancafrer." FARMER. . It. ; 

S .As if tbat wha i-IVer god, &c.] That is, IlS if tbat god 0;.01 , ~'~ 
iim, '1.ubatjo.ver god he be. JOHNSON. " I 

So, in our author'r 26th Sonnet: 
" T ill wharfoever frar that guides my moving, 
" Points on me graci,ufly with fair afpeel." 

Again, in AnfDl1Y and Cleopa'ra : 
" _ he hath fought to-day, 
" As if a god ill hate of mankind bad 
" Delhoy'd in filch a Ihape.... MALO!; E. 

5 I WlI' 
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I warta him confuJ. 

Bru • . en our office may, 
During s power, go f1eep . 

Sic. He cannot temperately tranfport his honours 
From where he £bould begin, and end 9; but will 
Lpfe thofe he hath won. 

Bru. In that there's comfort. 
Sic. Doubt not, 

The commoners; for whom we frand, but they, 
Upon their ancient malice, will forget, 
~h the leafr caufe, thefe his new hon~rs ; which 
Th~he will give them~ make I as little quefrion 
A.s he is ~(oud to do't 1. 

Bru. I ~ard him fwear, 
Were he to frand for conful, never would he 
Appear i'the market-place, nor on him put 
The naplefs vefture '1of humility; 
Nor, fhewing (as the manner is) his wounds 
To the people, beg their /linking breaths. 

Sic. 'Tis right. 
Brl/. It was his word: 0, he would mifs it, rathe!' 

Than carry it, hut by the fuit 0' the gentry to him. 
( nd the defire of the nobles. 

Sic. I willi no better, 

9 From 'Whtrt ht jbould Dtgi", and tno;] Perhaps it fhouJd be read' 
From 'U,ber. h. (hould btgin t'an .nd,-. jO~SON. 

Our author means, though be has expreffed himfelf moll licenti
cuOy, he cannot carry hi s honours temperately frum ",here be fhould begin 
to wher. he jbould end. The word tranfport include. the ending as well 
as the beginning. He cannot begin to carry hi, honours, yliI conclude 
his journey, from the fpot whert he /hoult!. btgin, and to m e fpotwhere 
h fhould tnd. I have no do'ubt that the text is right. oM A LON E. 

I , ht i, proud to do't.] Proud to do, is the fame as, proud of doi~g. 
JOHN SON . 

means here, as tbat. MALONE. J 
'The naplefs 'IIejlure-] The players read-the Naples ,-, S T EX VI NI. 

The correClion was made by Mr. Rowe. Bv naplef' Shakfpeare mean' 
t read-hart. So, in K. Henry PI. P. n.· " Cto. I tell thee, jade 
Cade the dothier means to drefs the commonwealth, and turn it, and 
fet a new nap upon it. Jobn. So he had need; for ' tis thread-bart." 

Plutarch's words are, " with a p oore gowne on their backes." See p. 
2 04, n. 8. Mil LON 1:. 

02 Than 
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Than have him hold that ptlrpofe. and to puUt t 
In execution. 

Bru. 'Tis mo£!: like, he will. 
S;c. It {hall be to him then. as our good wills; 

A [ure deftruction 3 • 

Bru. So it mull: fall out 
To him, or our authorities . For an end, 
We mull: fuggell: the.people, in what hatred 
He frill hath held them; that, to his power, he would 
Have made them mules, filenc'd their pleaders., and 
Difproperty'd the~r freedoms: holding them, 
In human action and capacity, • 
Of no more foul, nor fitnefs for the world, /. 
Than camels in their war 4 ; who have their pr.)vand ~ 
O nly for bearing burdens, and fore blows 
For linking under them. 

Sic. This, as you fay , [u~gefled (. 
At fome time when his foanng in{olence 
ShalJ teach the people 0, (which time {hall not want, 
If he be put upon't; and that's as cary, 

3 It /hall bl to bim Ibln, as our go.d will, ; 
./fJu" deJlru8ion .l It /lull be to him of the (arne nature a. our 1 

olifpofitions towards him; deadly. MALON E . 
4 'Tban camels in their war;] 'Thlir war may cert.inly' mean, the 

wars in which the Roman people engaged with various natiollS; but I 
{ufpea ShakfpeaIC wrote- in tbe war. MA1.ONE . . 

5 - their provand- ] So the old copy, and righ tly, though all the mo
dern ed itors read provender. The fvllowing inltances may Cerve to alt.! 
Llilll the ancient reading. T hus, in Stowe's Chronicll, edit. 1615, p. 
i37: " The horfmenne had fou re !hiltiJ'gs the weeke loanne, to find 
them and (~;. horfe, which was better than the prova."t.:' Again, 
in Hakevil gn tbG Providlnce of God, p. 118, or Lib.II. c. vii. (ea. I' 
" _ At the fi et e of Luxenburge, 1 543 , the weather was fo cold tli..'t 
the pro'f)ant wine, ordained for th< army, "eing frozen, was <'.;(,ir':'
with hatchets, &0." " Again, in Pafriuif, Nightcap" &c. 1623:' ', 1\ _ II 

," SomctimesVceks change of p,(lure and provut, • ~;. I 

" Beeoufe her commons be at home fa (cant.'· 
The word appears Ie be derived from the French, provlndc, provende~ 

. ST !:EVENS. 

6 Sball teach tbe ptoplr,] Thus the old cOPy. "When his foaling 
info!ence !hall teach the people," may mean, - 'V'/hen 4e with the inro 
lence of a proud patrici an !hall inftruCl the people in their duty to their rJ
lers. Mr. Theobald reads, J think without neleffity,- !hall reacb the 
penrle, and his emendation was adopted by all the fubfcquent editors. 

MALONE. 

As 
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As to t do s on fheep,) wil~ be his lire.' 
To kin e cir dry ftubble; and their blaze 
Shall d kh him for ever. 

Eltter a MeIrenger. 
Brit. What's the matter? 

191 

Me): You are fent for to the Capitol. 'Tis thought, 
That Marcius /hall be conful: I have feen 
The dumb men throng to fee him, and the blind 
To hear him fpeak : Matrons flung gloves, 
Ladies and maids their fcarfs 8 and handkerchiefs, 

on him as he pafs'd: the nobles beyWled, 
As Jove's ftatue ; and the commons made 
A /howerl.~nd thunder~ with their caps, and /houts: 
I never f"\,, the like. 

Br;t.. Let's to the Capitol; 
And carry with us ears and eyes for the time 9, 

But hearts for the e, ent. 
Sic. Have with you. 

S OE NEIl. 
rt,e lame. rhe Capitol. 

Euler two OJ/ieer] ', to lay CUjhi01U. 

[Exeunt. 

1. Off. Come, come, they are almofl: here: How many 
!land for confullhips ? . 

7 - 'Will be hi'fi"-J Will be a fire lighted by ur",felj. J>erh~p, the 
author wrote-a, nre. There is, however, no need of cliange. MAL ON I. 

S Mlltrons flung glo",,,-
Ladies-:beir fcarf' - ) Here our author has attrIbuted fome of 

the culloms of his own age to a people who were whollxJlnacqualn tcd 
with them. rew men of f.!hion in his time appeared"\!'ta tournamellt 
~ittout a lady's favour upon his arm: and fometime ..... hen a nobleman 

:, ilted with uncommon grace and agility, fome of the fair fpea .tors 
. ..fling a fcarf or glove" upon him as he p~r. d." MA LON It. 

- carry 'Witb us ears and ,yes, &c. ] Th.t , let us obferve what 
a(fes, !Jut keep our hearts fixed on our delign 0 cru!hing Coriolanu,. 

Jf)HNSON. 

1 Enter two officer., &c. J The old copy reads : " Enter two officers 
to by cu!hions, as it 'Were, in the capitoU." S'l'EEVENS, 

This or it .uert was inferted, becaufe there being no fetnes in the 
thea res in our author'. time, no exhibition of the in6de of the capilol 
could be given. See tbe Account if our old tbeatr", Vol. I. MA LONlt. 

03 z.OJr. 



t9S COR t 0 LAN U S. 
2. Off. Thre~, they fay: bu,t 'tis thought of every one, 

• '11 . e II Conolanus Wl carry it. I 

I . Off. That's a brave fellow; but he'. t ngeance 
proud, and loves not the common people. 

2. Off. 'Faith, there have been many great men that 
have flatter'd the people, who ne'er lov~d them; and there 
be many that they have loved, they know not wherefofe : 
fo that, if they love they know not why, they hate upon 
no better a ground:' Therefore~ for Coriolanus neither to 
care whether they love, or hate him, manifefts the true 
knowledge he has in their difpofttion; and, out of r 
noblecare1efsnefs~ lets them plainly fee't. /' 

1'. Off. If he did not care whether he had their love, or 
no, he waved~ indifferently 'twixt doin~ th !m neither 
good, nor harm; but he feeb their hate wlthJgreater de~ 
votion than they can render it him; and leaves nothing 
undone. that may fully difcover pim tht:ir oppolite 3 • 

Now, to feern 'to a/Fetl: the malice a ,',d difpleafure of the 
people, is as bad as that which . .: diflikes, to flatter 
them for their love. 11 

2. Off. He hath deferved worthily of his country: And 
his afcent is not by"fuch eafy degrees as thofe 4 , who, hav
ing been fupple and courteous to the people, bonnetter! . 
'!Vithout any further deed to have them at all into their 
ellimation and report 5 : but he hath fo planted his ho-
, . 

1. ht'W.roea-3 That is, he would wave intiifferently. JOHNSON. 
4 '-tbeir oppo~te.] That is, theiradverfary. See Vol. IV. p. 57, 

n. 5, and 1" 70, n '. 3. MALo~n . 
4 -as t~oje-l That is; as the a(cent oftho(e. MAL?N1!! . 
J -'Wbo~ having J, .. n jupple and courlepu, to tbe peop e, bonnema, 

aJitbolit an* -Iber dud to have tbem at 'all into tbeir efti",at.on and 
report; J I~ !laYI> , adhered t~ the original copy in printing this very ab
(cure paITage, bet. ufe it appears to me at leaft as intelligible, a~'J{ 1 : 

has been fubftitute in its room. Mr. Rowe, for having, reads hr ~'· .'d 
.Mr. Pope, for have)." ~ fubfeqOent part of the [entenee, read.' , ~~. 

' J:!DlI,utt~d, i~, I appre'Hend., a verb, not a partitiple, here. They }!U~y , . 
took off their bon,nets, WIthout any further deed whatfoever done ' . 
order to bav. tbem, that is, to infinuate tbemfelvea into the good 
opinion of the people. T 'o bavt lb.",; for to have tbemjelves or to wind 
themfelves into ,-is certainly very barth; but N heave thelllfelves, /lee, 
is not much lefs fo. MALoN~ . ' 

BO.1Imr, Fr. is to p~lI olro~e's cap. ,Sec ~otgrave. ST,1!!1!!V1!!NS. 

noors 
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their eyes, and his aaions in their hearts, that 

ongues to be filent, . and not a>nfefs fo much, 
were a 'nd of illgrateful injury; to report otherwife, 
were a m lice, that, giving iuelf the lie, would pluck 
reproof and rebuke from every ear that heard it. 

I. Off. No more of him; he is a worthy man: Make 
W8.y, they are coming. 
A Senne!. Enter, 'With Li80rs hifor~ them, COM 1 N I us tbe 

Con.ful, ME N EN IU S, COR lOLA N us, many other Sena
tors, SIC I N I us and B RUT U s. Cf'he Senators taRe th,ir 
fJ/aces; the Cf'rihunts take theirs alfo hy themfil~es. 
~. 11. Having determin'd of the Vol 5, and 

To fend for Titus Laf'tius, it remains, 
As the main point of this our after~meeting. 
To gratify\his noble fervice, that 
H ath thus d for his country: Therefore. pleaCe you, 
Moil reveren d ave elders, to defire 
The preCent con d 1 all: general 
111 our well-found " efi'es, to report 
A little of that worti ork perform'd 
By Caius Marcius C riolanus ; whom 
We met here, both t thank 6, and to remember 

ith. honours !ike himfelf • 
I. Sen. Speak, good Cominius: 

Leave nothing out for length; and make us think, 
Rather our Il:ate's defeCl:ive for requital, 
Than we to Il:retch it out 7. Mafters 0' tlte people, 
We dorequefiyour kindefi ears; and, after. 
Your loving motion toward the common body 8, 

6 -wbom 
We met bere, hoth to thad, &c.] The conRru . ,I thf~ iI, 

II . to thank, &c. (or, for the purpofe of th ~nkir. whom) w~ met 
f embled here. MALONE. L 
. - and make u, thi"k, ' . 

Ratber our jlau's difeEli'Uefor re'luital, 
'Than 'We to jlrttcb it out.] J once though the meaning was, And 

make us imagine that the Rate rather wants inclination or ability to re
quite his fervices , than that we arc blameable for e~p.nding and expa
tiati ng upon them. A more fimple explicotion, however, is perhaps the 
t rue one. And make us think that the republick i. rather too niggard 
t han tau liberal in rewarding his fervices. MALO N 1':. 

8 10ur loving motion toward tbe ,ommon body,] Your kind interpo
{J,tjon with the cOlDmon peorle. ].oH'''ON. 

o i To 
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To yield whatrpalfcs here, 

Sic. We are conventedl 
ppon a pieafing treaty; and have hearts f 
Inclinable to honour and advance 
The theme ofoura{fembly9~ 

Bru. Which the rather 
We £hall be blell: to do, if he remember 
A k~nder value of the people, than 
11~ path hereto priz'd them at. 

Men . That's off, that's off' ; 
I would you rather had been filent: Pleafe yoq /""'. , 
To hear Cominiu's fpeak ? / 

Bru. Moll: willingly: CJ 

But yet my caution was more pertinent, (: 
Than the n,buke you give it. ' 

Mm. He loves your people; • ,~ ' 
But tie him not to be their bedfell~' .~f' 
Worthy Cominius, fpeak.- Nay, k :1r0ur place. 

rCO R IO LANUS rilt's , ~!d?ffin togo tl,,~'a)' 
J. Sen. Sit, Coriolanus; nev~: · • .ame to hear 

What yo~ jlave nobly done. ' I) 
Cor. Your honours' pardon; 

I had rather have my wounds to heal again r • -

IJ'han he~r fay how I got them. 

9 The theme of our IjI!t1ubl;'.] H ere is a fault in the exureffiol1: And 
had it aff~Clcsl ourqutho(s knowledge of nature, 1 Ihoul d have adjudg_ 
ed it t o his tranfcribers or editors j but a! it affects oIlly h :s knowledge 
in ,hinory, 1 fuppofe it to be his own. He Ihould h,,'e f.ie! your af
(embly. For till the Le" Altinia, (the author of which is ;"ppo{ed by 
Sigonills, r De, vettre Itali~ Jure] t o, have been contempor~'.Y wi ch 
~I(ltu, M': ,.' IS Macedonlcus) th e; t~lbunes h ad not the p"'1l ege of 
entering tlte fen~ 'e, but had feats pl aced for them nel< the door 0;' the 
outC;deof thehouh' , 'WARnuRToN. ~' • I 

Had ShakCpeare ten 3S learned as his commentator, he cO(' I~ .'ll: 
have condufred this f ~ne olherwi(e than as it nands. The pre f .... ,~;., 

, . 1}r!ltus and Sirinius w ... neceflary : and h(.w was our author to ha\'t: ~_ I~ 
hibited the outlide and infidc of the fen a te.houfe at one and the :am 
jllnant? STEE"ENS. " 

He certainly could not . yet he has altr,!,pltd (omeching of the (ame 
~ind in King Hrn .y VIII. See p. JZZ, n. 7 . fA l.ON E . 

"Tbat', if, tb:t ', Cffj] T hat is, tbat is nothing to the purpo( •• 
JOHNSON 

BrJl. 
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Br Sir, I hope, 
My w ds dif-bench'd you not? 

201 

COl'. 0, fir: yet oft, 
Whe n blows have made me flay, I fled from words. 
You footh'd not, therefore hurt not": ~ut, your people, 
1 love them as they weigh. 

Men . Pray now, fit down. 
Cor. 1 had rather have one fcratch my head i' the fun, 

When the alarum were ll:ruck, than idly fit 
To hear my nothings monll:er'd. [Exit CORIOLAKUS. 

,./ ... . . klm . Mall:ers 0' the people, .• 
YOl.r multiplying fp a~n how can he Ratter 3, 

(That's \houfand to one good one,) when you now fee, 
R e had r. ther venture all his limbs for honour. 
Than on of his ears to hear it i-Proceed, Cominius. 

Com. I I. lack voice: the deeds of Coriolanus 
Should not be II e feebly.-It is held, 
That valour is t , iefefl virtue, and 
Moll dignifies the e if it be, 
The man I fpeak 0 not in the world 
Be fingly coun terpoi' d. At fixteen years, 
When Tarquin made a head for Rome 4 , he fought 

d the mark of others; our then diaator, 
Whom with all praife I point at, faw him fight, 

:. r DU .tDDlb·d "01, tbrrifDl" hurl "01:] You di "01 fl.tter me, and 
therefore did not offend m e.-Hurt is commonly ufed by Our author 
for burttd. Mr. Pope, not perceiving thi., for !o.(b'd re.ds !mb, 
which was adopted by the fubfequent editors. M ALONE . 

3 -_ z,o.u can b.jlatttr,l The re afoning of Menenius is thi. i.J!O~ 
can he be expeCl:ed to prattife flattery to others, who a I ltTo muc~~-
that he cannot hea r it even when offered tohimfelf? OHNSON. 

4\J'Vhen'Tar9uin made a head for Rome,] Wh Tarquin who bad 
. . t ,P.lled, raifed a"Dwer to reCover Rome. J~ NRON • 

. ~ e learn from one of Cicero's letters, that t conCular age in his 
\ ne was forly tbrte. If Coriolanus was but Ii een when Tarquin e n~ 
deavoured to recover R ome, he could not now, A. U. C. zU3, have 

een much more than t wenty one years of age, and Ibould therefore 
feem to be incapable of ftanding for the conCullbip. But perhaps the 
rule mentioned by Cicero , as fubfiO:ing in h is time, was not eftablilbed 
at this early period of the republick . MAL'N.t. 

When 
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When with his Amazoniancehin 5 he drove 
The brifiled lips before him: he bellrid 
An o'er-prefs'd Roman 6, and i ' t. e eonful's vie 
Slew three oppofers: Tarquin's felf he met, 
And llruek him on his knee: in that day's feats, 
When he might aCl: the woman i.n the {eene 7 , 

He prov'd bell man i' the field, and for his meed 
Was brow-bound with the oak. His pupil age 
Man-enter'd thus, he waxed like a fea; 
And, in the brunt of feventeen battles flnce B, 

He lureh'd all fwofds o'the garland9 • For this lail, 
BefQl'e and in Conoli, let me fay, 

• 
5 _ his Amazonian chin -] i. e. his chir.. on which there was n. 

beard . The players read,jhinne. STU:VUU. I 

Th.t correaion was made in the third folio. MALON rJ 

An o'er-pref.'d Roman,l This was an a on . lingular friena91ip 
in our old Englilh armies ; [fcc Vol. v. z45, ~ ,and Vol, VI . p. 

lJ 

f) - he bcllrid t{~ .~ 

~ 56, n. 9' ] but there is no proof thai an . ,yeh praaice prevailed 
among the legionary /oldiers of R ome, I~ .- oJ :1 our author give himfelf 
any trouble on that fubj ea. He was led int~the error by .North's tranf
lation of Plutarch, where he found thefe wi rds: "The Roman foul
dier being thrown unto the ground even hard by hi'1'" Martius Ilraight 
htftrid him, and lIew the enemy." The tranllation ought to hav/, he -
.. Martius haftened to hi, affiA:ance, and }landing beJore ' him, lIew hi. 
alTailant." Sec the next pote. where there is a fimilar inaccuracy. See 
alfo p. 199. n. 8. MALONE. 

7 When be migb<>aEi the 'Woman in tbe fune, J It has been more thari 
once mentioned; that the parts of women were, in Shakfpeare'S time, 
reprefented by the moA: fmooth-faced young men to be found among 
tbe players. ST!':EV!':NS • 
• b, And,)." th. bruntoJfeventeen hallllljince,- J Thenumber fe-r:en-

- L ue.,,;tor w'1ii~fI:l'~re is no autbority, was fuggeA:ed to Shakfpeare by 
N orth' s tranfiat~fI of Plutarch; " Now Martius followed tbis cultome, 
fbewed many wou ' " and tutts upon hi. bodie, whicb be had re iv I ) 

in {evtnteene yeeres {ervice at tbe warres, and in many (undr~t . '~ 
telfs." So .Ifo tbe 0 i~;nal Greek; but it is undoubtedly erro ' ; ." 
for from Coriolanus's ~ft campaign to his death, was oply a pe; io;:;;t " 
tigbt years. MA LON!':. 

9 He lorch'd all f'Word, 0' tbe garl"nd. J To lurch is properly to pur
loin; hence Shakfpeare ufes it in the fenfe of to deprive. So, in 
Chrifl'. 'Tears ov" JeruJol."" by Tho. N a/he, , 594 : " I fce other~ of 
them Iharing halfe with the bawdes, u leir _hoftefies, and laughing at 
the punies they had I~r,b,d." MALONE . 

Ben J onfull has the fame «preffion in the Si/.nt Woman: "-you 
have lu"b'd yo ur frien.ds oj Ih. better balf oj Ibe garland." ST .E.JO:VEN S. 

I cannot 
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1 cannot [peak him home: He.ftopp'd tha Bier5; 
And, his rare example, made the coward 
Turn t rror into [poa: as weeds before 
A veffel under fail, fo men obey'd, 
And fell below his fiem' : his fword (death '5 ftamp) 
Where it did mark, it took"; from face to foot 
He was a thing of blood, whofe every motion 
Was tim'd with dying cries 3: alone he enter'd 
The mortal gatei+ 0' the city, which he painted 
With lliunlefs deftiny; aidlefs carne off, 
,And with a fudden re-inforcement [huck 
Corioli, like a planet: Now all's his ~ 
When by and by the d.n of war' gan pierce 
His ready fenfe: then ftraight his doubled fpirit 
Re-quick 'd what in Belli was fatigate, 
And to tli battle came he; where he did 
Run reeking r t lives of men, as if 
'Twere a perpet I oil: and, till we caU'd 
Both field and city rs, he never ftood 

J _ III weeds hifere ' 
A vtjjtl under f ail, fi en ohey'd, 
Andlell bel.wbisjle :] The editor of the (etond folio, for'tuttil 

~ted waves; and this capricious .Iteration has been adopted in all 
fequel1' editions. In the fame page of that copy, which haa 

been the fource of .t leaft one half of the corruptions that have been 
introduced in our author's works, we lind dtiamy for dtj/iny, fir Corio_ 
l.nus, for" fit, Coriolanus," trim'd for tim'J, and P6inting for panting: 
'but luckily none of the latter fo phiftieations have found admiffion into 
any of the modern editions, except Mr. Rowe' •• Rujbes falling below a 
velfel pa1)ing over them is an image .s expreffive of the prnwefs of Co
riolanus as well can be conceived. M~LONJ:. 

The jlem is that end of the /hip which leads. From ~-
txpreffion ufed by Dryden in his tranllation of Virgil' 

" Orontes' bark
"FromjltmtojltrnbywAveswasover.bQ e." ST EEVUII. 

) . ~ . Vh,,. it did mark, it took; 1 In the old COP) here is no point after ' 
1.,0" word took, and a colon at die eod of this e. The true punliulL-
tion was fuggefted by Mr. Tyrwhitt. MALON!!:. . 

_ l _ ",,"y ",otion 
Was tim'd witb dying cries: J The cries of the Il aughter'd regularly 

followed his motions, as mufick and a dancer accompany each other. 
J OHN80N • 

.4 Tbe mortal K.ate-] The ia':e that was made the feene of death. 
J OHN SON. 

To 
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To eafe his breftfr with panting.. 4 
Mm. Worthy man! 
J. Sen. He cannot but with meafure fit the honours' 

Which we dl!vife him. 
Com. Our fpoils he kick'd at; 

And look'd upon things precious, as they were 
The common muck 0' the world: he covets lefs 
Than mifery itfelf would give 6; rewards 
His deeds with doing them; and is content 
To fpend the time, to end it 7. 

Men. He's right noble; 
Let him be call'd for. 

J. Sen. Call Coriolanus. 
Off. He doth appear. 

Re-enter CORIOLA)/US. 

Men. The fenate, Coriolanus. ar IV 
To make th'ee conful. 

Cor. I do owe them frill t. d ' 

My life, and fervict'~. ' f,~ 
Men. It then remains, r, 

That you do fpeak to the people B • • . .. ,-".,-, . , ... 
S He cannot but 'Witb mea/ure pt tb. bcnDurs-J , ' b1t Is, no bonourwill 

be too great for h im; he willllicw a mind equal to any elevation. 
.. JOH N SOtl. 

" 'Ihan mifery itftll 'Would gi",e;] Mifery for avarice; bccaufe a 
",ife, lignifies an avaricious. WAll.URTON. 

1 --_ and is content 
~_rr"Wthetimeto'ndjt.] J know not whether my conceit will 

be approved, .. I cannot forbear to think that our authour wrote 
thus: 

-herew s 
His dud, 'Witb -ing them, and is content 
'Io fpcnd his time to fpend it. 

To do great alb, for t , fake of doing them j 
fake of (pend ing it. JON N SON . ...'; 

1 think the words alford this meaning, without any alteration. 
MAL '!lJ . 

8 It then remains, . 
'That you do fpeak to the people.) Dr. W arburton ohferves, that 

at this time both the cOllfuls were choCen by the Senate, and dat it 
W39 
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CDr. I iu befeech you, 
Let me o'er-leap that cull-om; for I cannot 
Put on the gown, frand naked, and entreat them. 
For my wounds' fake, to give their fuffrage : pleafe you. 
That I may pafs this doing. 

·Sic. Sir, the people 
Mufr have their voices; neither will they bate 
One jot of ceremony. 

Men . Put them not to't 
Fray you, go fit you to the cufrom; and 
T ake to you, as your prederefiors have: 
You r honour with your fQrm. 

Cor. It is a part 
That I !hall blu!h in acting, and might well 
Be taken f~ m the people. 

B rll . Man.;: , that? 
Cor. To brag t them,-Thus l' did, and thus;-

Shew them the un gars which 1 !hould hide, 
As ifI had receiv'd, < for the hire 
Of their breath only: 

Mm . Do not {land on't.-
~ ~commend to you, tribunes of the people, 
O'lTP"{5"ur&Pfl#to them 9 i-and to our noble conful 
Wiih we 111 joy and honour. 

Sm , To Coriolanus come all joy and honour! 
[Flourijh Thetl l!xeunt Senators. 

Bru. You fee how he intends to ufe the people. 
Sic . May they perceive his intent! He wlllteqlti re them, 

Was not till 13 r years afterwards tb at on. of them w ele e by tli'C 
people. Bu t the inaccuracy is to be att ri buted, not ur author, but 

¥ 'tarch, who exprefsly fays, in hi s life of C anus , that "it 
','1 a~ cu/l:ome .of R ome lit tbat time, that fuch s dyd fue for any 

> ., Ihou ld fo r certen dayes before be in the m, tet-place, on ly with 
a ;oor lowne on th ei r backes, and without an coa te underneath, to 
~rDye tb. p.opl. to rtm.l1Ih" tb.m at tbe day of ekEfio.,'· N orth's tranC. 
ution, p. 2.44. M A LON E . 

g W. recommend to y ou, tribunes ofth. peeple, 
Our purpoje to tbem.] We entrearyou, tri bunes of tbe people, to re. 

commend and enforce to the plebeians, what Vie propofe to them (or their 
~pprobQtion ; namely the appointment o(eor 'olanus to the confulfilip. 

MAL ONE . 

As 
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As if he did contemn what.he requef1:ed 
Should be in chern to give. 

Bru. Come, we'll inform them 
Of our proceedings here: on the market-place. 
I know, they do attend us. [Extunt. 

seE NEIll. 

'I'he Jame. 'I've Forllm. 

Enlfr fi'Vtral Citizen/. 

1. Cil. Once 1,' if he do require our voices, we ought 
not to deny him. 

2. Cit. We may, fir, if we will. 
3' Cit. We have power in ourfelves to do it ,! but it is 

:l power that we have no power to do": for ;r he lhew us 
his wounds, and tell us his deeds, w ' are to put our 
tongues into thofe wounds, and fpea .Ir them; fo, if he 
t ell us hi~ noble deeds, we muft' al .ell him our noble 
acceptance of them. Ingratitu .. " j monflrous: and fot 
the multitude to be ingrateful, wen! to make a monlier of 
the muititttde; of the which, we b~lng members, lhould 
bring ourfelves to be monftrous members. 

J. Cit. And to make us no better thought " r ' a little 
help will fetve: for once we flood up :loout the 

• 
• Ontt,] Oncc here means the {arne as when we (oy, onre f"lI ll. 

WAlBUaTOtf. 
'fhi. u(e oftbe word '~CI i. round in the SlIpp./ .. by Gafcoi&ne I 

" Onct, twenty.four ducatte. he Nil me." FA. ME •• 

o t ,>fCC hore lignifie. ,n" for 1111. I believe, it mean., ,t j f 
he do butf. ",,,r .s require odr voice. ;" II in the following parr.lte in 
H"linOled , Cb, ... '. , " -they left man y of their (en.nlS Ind IT ,n l < • 
war behind them, a d (orne of them wovld not •• " apr for their " • 
darJ .... MALONE. 

~ W. bnll!'""" i • .. (./11., I. tI. iI, b~t it is II pow" Ibllt 'W. btl~, 
"0 P"'"''' I' d.,] Powtr ~rll lignifies na/.ral P"""" or foret, Ind then ... ,,,i pH"" or ,i,bt, Davies has u(ed the fame word witb great va
riety of me.nin~ : 

" U, 1111 tbJ powers Ib./ b''''runty power t. P'Oijl, 
.. b.t ,."'. tbttpower.!.J •• "- JOII N.ON , 

corn, 
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corn', he himfelfftuck not to .call us-t1l.e many-headed 
multitude4 • 

3. Cit . We have been call'd fo of many; not that our 
heads are forne brown, fome black, fome auburn', fome 
bald, but that our wits are fo diverfly colour'd: and truly 
I .think, if all our wits were to iffue out of one fkulJ 6, they 
wonld fly can, weft, north, fouth; and their concent of 
one direct way filould be at once to all the points 0' the 
compafs . 

2. CIf . Think youfol Which way, do you judge, my 
wit would fly? • 

3. Cit. Nay, your wit will 11 t fo foon out as another 
man's will, 'ti s ftrongl; wedg'd up in a block-head: but 
:f it were at liberty, 'tflrould, fure, fouth\ aTd . 

2. Cit . Why that way? 
3. Cit. i '»\fe itfd f in a fog; where being three part. 

melted away wil ', rC' ten ews, the fourth would return foe 
confcience fake, t';' r Ip to get thee a wif . 

2. C;t. You are n i thout your tricks ;-You may, 
you may. 

3' Cit . Are you all r oh'ed to give your voices ? But that's 
no matter, the.greate part arries it. 1 fay, ifhe would 

, ~o,t e people, the re wasncveraworthier man. 

ttr CORIOL ANti;; , aTldMENENJUS. 

Here he comes, and in the gown of humility ; mark his 
• 

3 _ f . r once 'fL" fl.od up ab.ut lb. t""'] That is, a.I •• n 4, ... oJ,. we 
Good up. Thi . word i. ilill "red in n-.rly the f3m. CenCc, In (amitior 
or ralher yulg. r language, luch as Shalcfpeore wiihed to allot to Ih. 
R oman populace. "Ona the will of tbe monarch ic the 0~1 ~, the 
conlH tution i. deftroy.d ." Mr. Rowe .od all tbe fub C. ent edlton read 
71(0' ante, ""bin we ftood up, &e, MA LO NE . 
f 4 \ muy -b,ad.d .. ullilude. J Hanmer n:ad" '" ry btaded monfter, 
," ,t;' " ithou Decellity . To be many-b.at/ttl includs m. nflr.ufnt/I. 

J OM I<l OW . 
S '_ j.rn, auburn,] Th. folio reads, I.IIIt A' am. 1 Ihou!d unwi!. 

ingly fuppore thi s to be the true reading j but we have already heard o( 
e,,;n and Abram· coloured beard.. I! I! v EN ' . 

Th. emendat, n w.s made in the fourth (olio. MALONt. 
• - if all .u, wi" wert I. ;;-•• •• 1 of one Iku I, &c , ] Meaning, 

though our having but one intereft wa. moll applrent, yet our w' lhes 
and roj.as would be infinite!)' difcord1nt. W A &J l/& Tal'. 

behaviour. 
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behaviour. We are not to all together, butJo come 
by him where Jl e frands, by ones, by twos, and by threes. 
He's to make his requefis by prticulars ; heJ'ein every 
one of us has a fingle bonour, in giving him our own 
voices with our own tongues : therefore follow me, and 
I'll direa you how you fuall go by him. 

All. on tent , content. [Exeunt. 
Jl1tn. 0 fir, you are not right; have you not known 

The worthiefi men have done't t 
Cor. What mult I fay?-

1 pray , fir,-Plagul upon't! I cannot bring 
My tongue to fuch :l pace :-Look. fII ;-my wounds;
] got tbem in my country's fen'i e, when 

ome ccHain of you r breth'ren roar d, and ran 
From the nOlfr;: of oll r olVn drums . 

},.ttn. 0 me. til() gods! 
You mull not fpc k of that; you mu e them t 

To think upon yoo . r 
Cor. Think upon me? Hang'( .., • 

1 w. uld they wou ld forge t me, li ke t ~ virtues 
Which our divines lofe by them 7. .t 

Mm. You'll mar all; . 
I'll leave • ou: Pray you, {peak to them, I pr v yru~ 
111 wholefome manner. 1 [Exit • . ' Enter /wo Cil izfnl . 

CCI' . Bid theni wafu their face s. 
And keep t eir teeth c1ean.-So, here comes a brace. 
You know the caufe, fir, oaf my ftanding here . 

..1 . ~We do, fir; tell us what hath brought you to't. 
tlr. Mine 'IVn defen. 

z. Cir. You "wn'defert? 
C Ol ' . A)', not J.n owndetire 8 • ( 

I. C .• 
7 l.oifb tbt), w owlJ /.-'I,t mI. U, ,h, "i.,utJ, 

In-hI> ow, di1';r.tsl~{, ~y Ib , •• ) •. e. I with they 'ould rorgrr me 
IS they d" rho t . irtuou prtcepts, 'ch the di ille. preach up to toe , 
and lofe by them, as it were, by their ne leain& the praBi e. 

TR10aA 1> • 
• _ not mint ",,"c J,!irt., The old <op), !.h--hllt mine oWn deh, ... 

The 3ruwer of the c;li. ~n full, fupporu the correBioD, "h:ch " .. 
UI d by the editor 0, th:. rullo. O.t anJ nfl arc f; n confClllltdei 

U) 

• 

.. 
... 
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!. Cit. How! not your own defire! • 
CD,. . No, fir: 'Twas never'my deflJ'e yet 

To trouble the poor with begging. 
I. Cit. You mull think, if we give you any thing, we 

hope to gain by you. 
Co,. . Well then. I pray. your price o· the confullhip 1 

. I. Cit. The price lS, to a1k it kindly. 
Co,.. Kindly 1 

Sir, I pray, let me ha't: I have wounds to filew you. 
Which filall be yours in private.-Your good VOice, fir; 
What fay you? 

2. Cit. You fuallhaveit, worthy fir • . 
Cor. A match, fir : ..... q<here's in all two worthy voices 

begg'd:- • 
I have your alms; adieu. 

1 • Cit. Bu t this is fomething odd. 
%. Cit. An ' ;'ere 0 give again,-But 'tis no mo.tter. 

r Exeunt l'Wo Citizen •• 

En' ~ otbt,. Citizens. 

Cor. Pray you no t if it may ftand with the tune of 
your voices, that I m .. iJ' be conful. I have here the cur. 
tomary gown •. 

• ~ t have deferved nobly of your country, and 
you hav deferved nobly. 

Cor. Yo nigma? 
J. Cit. You have been a fcourge to hel' enemies. you 

have been a rod to her friends j you h ve not, indeed, 
loved the common/eople. 

Cor. You /houl account me the more virtuous, th t I 
have not been common in my Jove. I will, {i', flitter my 
fworn brother the people. to earn a deare- ftimation of 

l. ~'; 'tis a condiuon they account gen e: and fince 
thl.: wifdom of their choice is rather to h ve my hat th ilD 

in thef. pia,.. See Vol . III. p. J4Z, n. I. ane! 01. v.. p. zS4. n. 5 J 
...... d p. zp. n.l. 

In a patro,e inl.oclt'. L/I~O.'·1 LI/I, Vol.H. p. 377, from tbe re\uaancc 
hich J alway. reel to <part from the original copy, I b.ve ruITered 1161 

to remain , ane! baoe endeuoured to explain the word. II they Il:and J 
but J am now convinced that I Oo/Iht to hne prioted-

.. By earth, /he il ~lIt corporal i thOle 1011 lie: MAt. OK •• 
VOl.. VII. P my 
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my heart, I will praClife the infinuating nod, and be off 
to them moll cohnterfeitly , tha , is, fir, I will c;ounterfeit 
the bewitchment of fome popular man, and give it boun
tifully to the defirers. Therefore, befeech you, I may be 
confu!' 

2. Cit. We hope to lind you our friend; and therefore 
give you our voices heartily. 

1. Cit. You have received many wounqs for your 
country. 

Cor. I will not feal your knowledge 9 with fhewing 
them. I will make much of your voices, and fa trouble 
you no further. • 

Both Cit. The gods give yO;] jqy, fir, heartily! [Exeunt. 
Cor. Molt fweet voices!-

Better it is to die, better to fiarve, 
Than crave the hire 1 which firll we do deferve. 
Why in this woclvifh toge fhould I f and here:O, 

f To 

, I wjll no' {e,,1 your how/.Jg_ ] 1; wi '(lot ftrengthen or com rie' e 
yoar knowledge. The feal is that whi u to ;es authenticity to a writiJ,g. 

J OHNS ( N. 

I _ Ih. hire-] The old copy has 'hig r . and this i. one of the 
many proof. that {everal partl of the original folio edition of thcf. 
play. were dill. ted by one and written down by an. i'l ~. 0 _ . 

il Wby in rbj. woolvilh toge /bould I jlantJ hlro,] } </.e the m an-
ing is, Why thould J !land in th i& gown of humIlity. w ' .' .1 is litu. e. - 0' 

prellive 0; my feelines towards the people ; a. far fr ... being an en._ 
blem of my real 'chanaer, as the Ihe.p·s cloathing 00 a wolf as ... 
premve of his difpofttion. 1 believe 'Woo/.,ijb was ufea by our author 
(orfllfe or dece'tful. and that thephrafe wasfuggcned 0 him, a. Mr. 
St ... ens feems a1Co to think. by t.he $:ommon exprellion.-" a wolf in 
1beep!a.cloathing.'· Mr. MaCon fay., that this i. " a ludicrous ide~, 
and ought to e treated as fuch ," I have paid due attention to many 
of the ingoni commentator', remarks in the prefent edition, aruI 
ther~fore 1 am ·e be will pardon me when 1 obferye that fpt ula\ir. 
c;riticifm on tbefe lay. will e.er be liable to error, unle" we add ta it 
an intimate acquli 'anee with the language and writing. of the pr<
clc.dfon ano ont raries of Sblkfpeare. If Mr. Maron had read • 
the foUow'ng line in Churchyard', legend of Cardinal Wolfey, Mlr'<8&- '" 
for MllgiJIr.tts, J 58" inltead of c"nlittering this as a ludicl'O~ ' inter
pretation, he would prob.bly haY< admitted it ~ be a natural aod Juil 
aspli ot' on of the epIthet before us: _ 

" 0 fye on .UQ/.,,,, that • ,h in .Ilfli.l ,[Drces." 
Th. 
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To beg of Hob. and Dick. that do appear. 
Their nilcdlefs vouches 3 I Cllilom ca.lJs me to't:-

:U I 

What 

The 'Woo/~;), togt is a gown of humility, in which Coriolanus think. 
he /hall appear io Iflllf'lutTDd.; not in hi. real and d~t raJ chafiCter. 

Wool"i/h cannot mean roucb, hirf.", as Dr. Johnfon int rpretl ir, 
becaufe the gown Coriolanus wore hIlS already been deferibed &.s "apl'fi. 

The old copy haa towc'''; which was a very natur31 error for the 
compoutor at the prefs to fall into, who almolt always fubltitutes a 
famili3f Englilh word for one derived from the Latin which he doe 
not underltand. The very fame millake has happened in OtbcUo, where 
we lind "toncu.d confuls," for foged coruuls • ....,.. The pattie Ie in Ihewl 
that tongue cannot. be right. The editor of the fecond (olio (olved the 
difficulty as u(uat, by fubfii'!Uting g''IIIn, without any regard to the 
word in theorigina! copy. MALONX. 

The white rob worn by a candidate was llIade, I think, of white 
!adlb /kins. H ow comes it then to he called'tIJoo/vijh, unlef. in allu
lion to the fable of the ""olf j. pmp" ,I.atbiog' Perbap. the poet 
meant only, W hy d. J ft~d wile a IDnC"' dlleitJul al Ibllt .f tb, «uolf, 
and fttm t. jlllttlY tb./, .' ho", I , •• Id wijb to tr,"t 'Wilh "" "fUll/ f.r •• 

'i
iI] ' We may perbap • • , re ftinCtly lead I 

-- with tbi. v. tongue, 
alefs tongv< be ufed for t ~o a'''. f. '1'./11"' might, indeed, be only 
typographical milt,~e, ~ d tbe word deligned be tOI'_ wbich i. uf.'" 

in Olhtllo . Shlkfpeare, h ever, does not appear to bave known what 
Jhe tOJ!1I hi, .ta wal, becaufe he ha. juft before called it the "apl,!, iown 
0, ;lu 

Since dir , egoing Dote was written, r met witb the folt owinr paUIse 
in" AM ft of a Man oalled Rowltgllll," bl. I. no date. Rowl'l'a. 
hired himCd a caylor, who " cafte unto him,. a bulbaode man, 
gowne, and bad him take a w olf" and make it up.-Than cut How. 
Itglll{' the hulbandm Dl gowne and made th.'eof a "" .. 1ft with the 
head' and fe ete, &c. Then fayd the maller, J men. th~t you Ihouhl 
have made up the rutrer gown, for 11 huJbandman'"owne i. hert ulled 
a 'Wolf.... By a wO''''ijb gown, therefore, (if C-n be the true re ding) 
Sbakfpeare might bave meant C .. ioillnul to compare lb . drlfl (If a Ro' 
"'lin candidllte to the "'''fo [rod.f a I'lou,hma/f, wb'" xpofed hrmf.lf to 

~;olicit the vous of his fellow rullicks. :lTEZVI!J(j . 
1 'To lUI .f Hob .nd Did , thaI do app.ar, 

It 'Their n"dlif. "". ,htl.) Why lland I here,-'o beg of Hob and Dick. 
'> and fuch otber. IlS /fuit ID.U "Pltara ... here, ttcir unnecel1iry .,.im' 

_ ~KN~. 

By ftrange inattention our poet hat bere given tbe name. (at 
in many otber placet he h.. auributed tho cullom.) of En,land, 
to ancient Rome. It appears from Minlheu', DJ CTlo"". v, 
%617, in Y. ~lNTAtNJ:, thH thefe were fome of the 'moll common 
a&IDesamonl tbe people in Shakep. re'. timc . "A ~UITMN& or 

, P a Q!IN. 
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What cuftom wil~s, in all things fhould we do't~ 
The dull: on antique time would lie unfwept, • 
And mountainous error be too highly heap'd 
For truth to over-pe~r.-Rather than foolitfo-( 
Let the high office and the honour go 
To one that would ¢o thus.-T am half through S 
The one part fuffer'd, the other will I do. 

Enter three other Citizens. 
Here come more voices.-
Your voices: for rour voices I have fought; 
Watch'd for your voices; for your voices, bear 
Of wounds twO dozen odd; baul thrice fix + 
I have feen, and heard of; for your voices, have 
Done many things, fome lef~, fome more: your voices, 
Indeed, I would be confu!' 

I. Cit. Ije has done nobly, and capnot go without any 
honeft man's v ice. \ 

2. Cit. Therefore let him b4 co ul: The gods giv!l..' 
him joy, and make him good fri - ': [0 the people! t 

.All. All)en, amen.-~od fave tl'~e, noble conful ! t 

-~ [Exeunt Citi'Z.enf. 
Cor. Worthy voices! 
Re-enter MEN E N 1 us, 'With ~R UTUS, an. 
Men. You have /lood your limitation; and 

Eridue you wita the people's voi.ce: Remai 5, 
That, in the official marks invell:ed, YOll 

Anon do meet lhe len ate. 
Cor. Is tbis done 1 
. SIC. The cull:om of requell: you have difcbarg'd: 

The people admit you; and are fummon'd 
To meet anon, pon your approbat\on. 

Cor. Where 1 the fenate-houfe 1 

Cl!INT lILLJ:, ~ gam~n requea at marri.gel, where Jae and ToQ!, 
Die, Hob, and Will, arive for the goy &arl>nd ." MALONE. .. 

4 O.ttll1 tb';"fi'" &c.) Coriol nus em. now, in earndt, to potl-
lioniur the conCullte: ptrhaps we may better r«d: I 

- battles thr ice fix 
)'",. flU, ".d J'. ha"" hurd of; Or your voice. 
Don~many minss, &c. F.UMJ:JI. 

Sit ' 
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Sic. TAer-e, Coriolanus. • 
Cor. May I change thefe garments 1 
Sic. You may,nr. 
Cor. That I'll firaight do; and, knowing myfelf again, 

Repair to the fenate-houfe. 
Men. I'll keep you company.-Will you along t 
Bru. We fray here for th~ people. 
Sic. Fare you well. [Exeu"t CORIOL. ana'MITNIN. 

He has it now; and by his looks; me thinks. 
'Tis warm at his heart. 

Bru. With a proud heart he wore 
His humble weeds: WijI. you diCmifs the people? 

Re-enter Citizens. 

Sic. How now, my mafters? have you chafe this man? 
J. Cit. He has our voices, flr. 
Bru. We pray the gods, he may deferve your loves. 
z. Cit. Amen, fir: Timy poor unworth¥ notice, 
e mock'd us, whe he egg'd our voices. 
3' Cit. Certainly, 'e outed us down-right. 
I. Cit. No, ,tis hi lkind offpeech, he did not mock us, 
z. Cit. Not one amongft us, fave yourfelf, but fays, 

«.l~ .... ~ .. : •. ~r. ornfully: he {hou!d have Ihew'd us 
His ma j'" f merit, wounds receiv'd for his country. 

Sic. ~ . fa he did, I am fure. 
Cit . No; n ~ no man raw 'em. .[ Several J)eal. 
3' Cit. He [aid, he had wuullds, which he could filew 

in private; 
And with his hat, thus waving it in Ccorn, 
I 'Would be conJul, fays he: aged Ct/flom 5, 

)Jut 

5 _ al,t! cujlcm,] Thi. was a /traage lnatte ,tion . The RO[JI3nS 

:It this time had but lately changed the regal for the confular govern
ment: for Coriolan~ was banilhed the eighC<li!ntb year after the ex

.~ pulfionofthekingt. W~JlBlJaTO)/. 
Perhaps ·our auther meant by tlgtt! cu/tom, that Coriolanus Ihould flY, 

t be cu/tom wjich require. the cOllful to be of a "'Itlin p'tj'cribtd tilt, 
w ill not pegnit that Ilhoul4 beeleCled, uwef, by the voice of tbe peo?le 
that rltle1hould be broken th!ough . This would meet with the /lb
jeClion made in p. 101, n. 4. ; but r dnubt much whetber Sh3kfpearc 

/ 
kllew the prodCe confular asc even in T "Ily's time, ' and ther~fol't think 

p 3 i ~ 
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But by your 'lIoim, .. ""i/lnot)O perm'~ me; 
rour voices therifort: ,When we granted tha~, 
Here was,-I tbank you for your VO!c~J.-thank ,011,";' 

'Xour 11I0jJ Irwetf voices :-norwYoli have lift your voices. 
I ha'TIc n,o further with you:-Was not thi~ mockery r 

Sic. Why, either, were you ignorllilt to fee't ' ? 
Or, feeing it, of fuch childiJh fl'iendlinefs 
To yield your voices 1 

Bru. Could-you not have told him, 
As you were leffon'd,-When he had no power, 
But was a petty [eNant to the frate, 
He was your enemy; ever fpake agairift 
Your liberties, and the charfers that you bear 
l' the body of the weal: and now, arriving 
A place of potency 1, and [way 0' tne frate, 
If he Jhould frill malignantly remain 
Fait foe to the p"lebeii, your yoices might 
Be curfes l{) yourfelves: You Jhof~d mve faid, 
That, as his worthy deeds did cl~o lees 
ThaI1 what he ftbod ,for; Co IllS gracJous nature 
Would think upon you 8 for your vo~;es, and 
Tranfiate his malice towards you into love 
Standing your friendly lord. \ .;fj ,; 

Sic. Thus to have [aid, , j ,.J 

As you were fore-advis'd, had touch'd his Ii ; ,1'1:, 
And try'd his imlination; from him pluclt'd 
Either his gracious promife, which you might, 
As caufe had call'd you up, have held him to; 

( 

it more probable thaf the wotds lIgtd tuft.". were ufed by our authot 
in their ordinary f~nfe. bowever inconfiftent with the recent eftablilb. 
ment of coneular gov.ernment at Rome. Plutarth had led him into all 
error concerning tltis aged c"ft.".. ee p. 2.04, n. g. M A.l.ON 1:. 

u - iSQorant to f .. ~t 3 W,,, you ignorant t. fe. it, is, did YOl> wan" 
knowledge to direernlt. ' OHNION . 

1 _ arriving 
A p'." oj potenty,] Tbus the old copy, and rightly. So, in th. -

third part of K, Hen'JII'l, AO. V. fc. iii: 
.. -thofe powers that tbe queen , 
" Hath rais'd in Galli., have a,nt/a .w, c.ap." ST). = '::!!'IS. 

• 1fTO"1t! tbid up." 1~"-J Welllll r ~aiA • grateful re.lllc.IIIbranee'l.f 
l'OU. c. MAUIiI. 

Or 

/ 
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Or eUe it.would have gall'd hi, furly naM'.j 
Which calily endures not article 
Tying him to aught; fa, putting him to rage. 
You lhould have ta'en the advantage of his choler. 
And pafs'd him unelefied. 

Brll, Did you perceive, 
He did folicit you in free contempt II, 
When he did ne&<! your loves; and do you think. 
That his contempt lhall not be bruifing to you, 
When he hath power to crulh 1 YV"hy, had your bowes 
No heart among you 1 Or had you tongue., to cry 
Again!1: the refiorlhip ot judgment 1 

Sic . H ave you, • 
Ere now, deny'd the aiker 1 and, now again. 
Of him, that did not alk, but mock, bellow 
Your fu'd-fur tongues I? 

3' Cit . He's not confirm'd, we may deny him yet. 
2. Cit, And will denyJUm: 

'11 have five hundred v ifces of that found. 
I. Cit. J twice five huhdred, and their friends to piece 

'em, 
B rll . Get Y0lrl hence in!1:antly; and tell thofe friends.-

•• ~.¥ j "t.,. hofe a conful, that will from them take 
Their l~"', ies; make them of no more voice 
Than dog'~ that are as often beat for barking, 
As therefore pt to do (0. • • 

Sic. Let them afi"emble j 

And, on a fafer judgment, all revoke 
Your ignorant eIeaion: Enforce hi$ pride ", 
And his old hate unto you: belides, torget not 
With what contempt he wore t·he humble weed; 

. '-Iree cD.tempt,] That ii, with contempt open and unreltrained. 
J OII)/IO •• 

I rDUr Ju'J-f.r ongue •• ] Youn·oice., nor,folitited, by .erbal ap_ 
plication, but rued-for by this man's .. erely /tan din, forth as • callOi
date.-r,uT futd-f.r t.nt"ts, however, may mean, your voice., to obtain 
which J ... a y make Juit to you; aocl perbaps the Jatter It the more 
juft interp ration. MALO!flt. 

- njorCtbispritJ<,] O.jea his pride, and cnfon:c the objeaion. 
JOHNIOllo 

P+ How 
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How in his fuit ae fcorn'd xou : but your loves, 
Thinking upon his fervices, took from you 
The apprehenfion of his prefent portance 3. 

Which moll: gibingly, ungravely, he did falhion 
After the inveterate hate he bears YOIl. 

lJru. Lay 
A fault on us, YOllr tribunes; that we labour'd. 
(No impediment between) but that you mull: 
Caft your election on him. 

Sic. Say, you chofe him 
More after our commandment, than as guided 
By your own true affections: and that, your minds 
IJre-occupy'd with what yc;u rat et mull: do 
Than what you lhould, made you againll: the grain 
To voice him conful: Lay the fault on us . 

Bru. Ay, fpare us not. Say, we read lectures to you, 
How youngly he began to ferve his COUll try , 
How long cantin ed: and what ftock he fprings of, 
The noble houfe o'the Marcians ;(:from whence cam. 
That Ancus Marcius, Numa's d;jghler's fan. 
Who, after great Ho1l:ilius, here was king: 

( 
Of the fame houfe Publius and Qyintus were, 
That ollr be~ water b:ought by conduits hith~ · . 
And Ceruormus, darling of the people 4, . • " 

And nobly nam'd fo, twice being ceruor. . , 

3 _ hi. pn/tnt portance,] i. t. carriage. So, in Otb.no: 
" And pOrIa",. in my trayel'. hiftory." STSltVKNS. 

4 And C.nJorins, darliNg of Ib.ptopl,.l This verfe I have {upplied ; 
, line h ving been certainly left out in this place, as will appear to any 

.I onc who confultt the beginning of Plutarch's Lif. oj Coriclamll, from 
,..,hencethi. paITa e is direaJy tsanOated. Pops. 

The paITa&e in North', tranRation, 1579, runl thua: "The hou{e of 
~he Martians at Rome wa of the numberafthe patricians, out of which 
h th {prong many noble perfon.ges: whereof Ancus Martius " .. one, 
k ing Numaes daughter'S onne, who was king of Rome after Tullu. 
Hoftiliul. Of the JaIIII bouJe were Publius tond Quintus, who brought 
to Rome their heft water they had by conduit<. Cenforiau alfo C<I 

of ,b<l' familu, that was fo {umameoi becaure th people Ii d chofen 
him cenfor twice."-Publius and Q.eintus Dd Cenforinus wer t, he 

ncellon of Coriolanus, but hilc!efeendan • C:uu Ma.."Cius RutiJj ui die< 
II'Ot obtaia the IWII of Cworillus till the year of me 487 j and tb 

Marci.-n 

• 
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W~. IUs gteat anceftor s• 

Sir. One thus defcended, 
That hath befide well in his perron wrought 
To be fet high in place, we did coil\.mend 
To your remembrances: but you have fOl1nd. 
Scaling his preCent bearing with his pall: 6. 

That he's your fixed enemy, and revoke 
Your fudden approbation. 

Brit.. Say, you ne'er had done't, 
(Harp on that ftill,) but by our 'putting on': 

17, 

And prefently, when you have drawn your number. 
Repair to the Capitol. 

Cit. We will fa: almoftall rJlveralJieal: 
Repent in their eleCtion. [Exeunt Citizens. 

Marcian waters were not brought to that city by a'luedu till the yeu 
61 3, near 3 So years after the death of Coriolanus. 

Ca.n it be (uppo(ed, that he who would difregard fuch anacbronifm , 
r rather he to whom they wert not known, /bould have changed Cato. 
hich he found in hi' Plutarch, to Calo"" from regard to chronolo

E ? See a former note, p. ) 68. ' MALON~. 
A_d Cuf.rinM'-
Wa. bis grt.'l1nctjlor.]. Now the /irjl cenfor was created U. C. 

3J4, and Coriolanu was banilhed U. C. !&6!&. The truth i, thi&: the 
paLr .... _, It. . ope obfcr.e. abov~ wu taken from Plutarch', Lij • • r C.ri.I ..... .. j 0, fpeaking of the houfe of Coriolanu., takes not'c. 
both of hi'~~ ors and of his ptfitrilJ, which our author', hall. not 
giving him lea. . bferve, has here confounded with the other. An
other inllance of hi nadvertench from tbe fame eauTe, we bave in tho> 
/irll part of Henry IY. where an accouDt is j!iven of the pri(onera took 
on the plains of Holmedon : 

Mort/aie tbe •• rl oj Fife, .nJ tlJtjI fOil 
'I'. b.at._ Doug'as -. 

But the earl of Fife w .. not (on to Dougl .. , but to Robert duke of AI. 
lo.ny, governor of Scotland. He took his account from H.I/-fotd, who(" 
words are, A.d oj ;rif .. "s amowlfi . Ib.r. 'Were Ib1'; M.ria'" ,"rloJ 
Fif., fOil I. tb. ,,,,,,rnor Arcbembald e.rl Dou,las, &c. And he ima
gined that the IIcvernor and earl Dougl .. were one and lbe (ame per. 
(Qn. WAR.URTON. ~ 

6 Scalin, his pre/tat bearing 'Wilb his fa),] That i i , 'Wti,bi", hia 
pall and preCent bell .. iour. JONN 'ON . 

1 _ hy our uttin, on:] By ourin!lillation. So, in K. IltnrJ Y]ll. 
.. - s putter aD 

/ : " thefe <utti n •• "- See p.!&I, n. f. 

I ~ 
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Bru. Let them go on; <-

This mutiny were better put in hazard. 
T han fray, pall: doubt, for greater: 
If, as his nature is, he' fall m rage 
With their reiufal, both obferve and anfwer l 

The vantage of his anger. .~ 
Sic. To the Capitol, come; 

We will be there before the ftream 0' the people 9 ; 
And this /hall feem , as partly 'tis, their own, 
Which we have-goaded onw.ard. [ExeU1rf. 

a 

ACT III. SCENE I. 
" 'The Jame. A Street. 

Cornels . Enter CORIOLANUS, MEN'£NIUS , CO MIN IUS. 

TtT VS LA itT I US, Smators, and Patricians. / 
Cnr. Tullus Aulidius then ha; made new head ? , 
Lart. He had. my lord; and .that it was, which caus'y!,' 

OUT fwifter compo/ition. _ 
Cor: So then the Voices frand but as at firft ; 

Ready , when time /hall prompt tll.em, to make road 
Vpon us again. , 

COllI.. They are worn, lord conful . , {o, 
That we /hall hardly in our ages fee 
Their banners ave again . , 

C(Jr. Saw you Aufidius ? 
Lart. On fafe-guard he came to me j and did curfe 

A~ainft the VoIces, fOr they had Ii vilely 
YIelded the town: he is retir'd to Antium. 

Cor. poke he of mel 

a _ oh!"",. and anJ'INY 
'Ih. vantage o{hi, ang,r,] Mark, catch, and improve the oppor-

tunity, which his haft nger will afford Ul. [ORNSON. 

9 _ Ib, ftream of lb. p.opl,; 1 So, in K . d..r} PIlI. 
• " - The rich fir.am 

" OfJofds and ladies having brought the queen 
" T o. prepar'd pi ce in th~ choir," ~ . MALO • 

• _lord conjul,] Shakfpeare ha htl e, U in other place a 'bute. 
the urage of England to R ome. In hi. time t' e title of IQrd was gk.<;11 
to m ny officers of nate who were not reers ; thu" IQrl, ef the COWl

ii, lord amba{[ador, ImJ Il Q~ra1, &:c. M A L li N ):, 

,. 
' J 
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Larf. He did, my lord. 
Cor. How? what? 
Larl. HolV often he had met ynu, fivord to (word: 

That, of all things upon the earth, he: hated 
Your penon moll: that he would pawn his fortune. 
To hopelefs reftitutioD, fo he might 
Be call'd your vanquilher. 

Cor. At Antium lives he? 
Lart. At Antium. 
Cor. I willi I had a cau{e to feek him there, 

To oppofe his hatred fuIly.- Welcome home. 
'. [1'0 Lartiu •• 

Enltr SICINIUS, andB UTUS. 

Behold ! thefe are the tribuDes of the people, 
The tongues o'the common mouth. I do defpife them; 
For they do prank them in authority ", 
.AgainH all noble fu/feranfe. 

• Sic. Pafs no further. J 
Cor. Ha! what is that] 
Bru. It will be d,ngerous to go on: no fllrther. 
Cor. What makes this change 1 
Men .~e aher? 
Com • .. ,J he not pafs'd the noble, and the common 1 
Bru. ~ 'Dius, no. 
Cor. Hav ad children's voices? 
I. Sen. Tribunes, give way J he !hall to the market-place. 
Bru. The people are iDcens'd againft,lum. 
Sic. Stop, 

Or all will fall in broil. 
Co,.. Are thefe yourherd?-

Mult thefe have voices, that can yield them now, 
And lhaight difclaiID their tongues i-What are your of. 

fices? 
You being their mouths, why rule you lhot their teeth S 1 

J :.. prank thtm in ali/beri',,] PIMml, dtd, tlilnijj tbemfelvu. 

So, in Mdt,,,. for M ,Il/lire : 
j O/lf{ ON. 

, •• Orcft in a little brief Ilutbority." STl!ltV.UU. 
~ - 'UJb.J rill. YD. n.ttbtir teeth 1) The metaphor is from men'. 

(ettiDI a bull·dOI or maffiffupoD any on~. WAUUJ\TON. 
H2Ve 
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Have you not fut them on 
Mell. Be calm, be calm. 
Cor. It is a purpos'd thing, and grnws by plot, 

To curb the wiIl of tho nobillty:-
Suffer't, and live with fuch as cannot rule, 
Nor ever will he rul'd. I 

.Bm. Call't not a plot: 
The people cry, you mock'd th.em ; and, ofIate . 
When corn was given them grat;" you repin'd; 
~candal'd the fuppliants for the people; call'd them 
Time-pleafers, flatterers, foes to noblenefs. 

Cor. Why, this was known efore • 
.Brll. Not to them all. 
Cor. Have you inform'd them {ince 1 i 
.Bru. How l 1 inform them l 
Cor. You are like to do fuch hufmers. 
Oru . Not unlike, 

Each way, to better youn 4. , 

C~r. Why then ihould I be ccAlful? By yon clouds, 
Let me e(erve fo ill as you, an'd make me 
Your fellow tribune. 

Sic. You !hew too much of that s, 
For which the people Ilir: If you will p~(s 
To where you are bound, you mull: enquire y 
Which you are out of, with a gentler fpirit; 

r never be fo oble as a conlul, J 

Nor yoke with im for tribune. 
Men. Let's be calm. 
Com. The people are abus'd :-Seton.-This paIt'ring 

Becomes not Rome ' ; nor has oriolanus 
.( Deferv'cl 

1 - finCl.] The old copy-fit/unCI. ST II VUIS. 

4 NDt un/i.t, 
Each way, tD htl/If you .... ] i.~. likel! to provide better (or the fe

eurity of tbe commonw alth tban you (wbore bNji •• f. it is) will co. To 
which the rt!ply is pertinent : 

Why Ih.njhDNltl I hee.n/1I11 WUBl1RTON. 

5 Sic. r 'N fbt~ ID. 11I11cb of tbllt, &<.1 This Cpcecb i given in the 
old copy to Cominius . It W $ fl btly attrlliat d to Si nius by r. 
Theobald. MALONI. 

C> _ 'Tbi. pllt'ring • 
Muolfltl not ROlli,:] Thltia, this tmk of diIDtIlwtion, thil lhuBling. 

be 
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Deferv'd this fo dilhonour'd nlb1laid faJOy.1 
l' the plain way of his merit. 

Cor. Tell meofcorlll 
This was my fpeech, and I will fp ak't again j_ 

Men. Not now, not now. 
I. Sen. Not in this heat, fir, now. 
Cor. Now, as I live, I ill.-My nobler fri~nds. 

I crave their pardom:-
For the mutable, rank.fcented many, let them 
Regard me as I do not flatter, and 
Therein behold themfelve~ 8: I fay again, 
J n foothing rhem, we n(\urilh 'gainft our fenate 
The cockle of rebellion 9: infolcnce, [edition, 
Which we ourfelves have plough'd f()r, fow'd and fcatter'd. 
By mil)gling them with us, the honour'd number; 
Who lack not virtue, no, nor power, but that 
Which they have given to beggars. 

M n . Well, no more. 
1. Sen. No more words, we befeech }'~u. 
Cor. How! no morel 

~ for my country [ have Ihed my blood, 
Not fearing outward force, fo Ihall my lungs 
Coin v. 'll(.~ tvl their decay, againft thofe meazels I ~ 

~ J ~ 
" /..r::.:! Jllbtfejugliwgfitndl 110 mort belini'd, 
" 'Ibot t 1 er ""ilb UI in" double/ell/t." Macbeth. JORN.OK. 

1 - rub,/aidfo' ,&c.) Falfly for 1",,,bero.P,. JOHN IOIf . 
The metaphor is rom the bowling-r;reen. MALONE. 
, -let tbetn 

1l.eg.rd ", • • , J do lIot fiatter, "lid 
'Ibn'ei" bebold tbtm/.f.,.,: 1 Let rhem look in the mirror which t 

hold up to them, a mirror wh,ch doel not Batter, and fee thlmlelvu •• 
. ]OftN.ON. 

9 'Ibe cockle of rtbelli •• ,-) Co,H, i. a weed which grOWl up with 
the corn. The thc1ught is from lir Tho. North'. tranO.tion of PI,.
'"reb, where it i. given as follow.: .. Moreover, he faid, that they 
nourHhed againll tbemfelv .. the naughty feld d ,o,H, of in(olency 
and (edition, which had been {owed and (eattered abroad among the: 
people," kc. STEAVE)/S. 

I _ tboJt m~azeJs,) Mtftll il u(ed in Pierce PJ~O"'/JII'I Yifi." (or a 
Itl", The Lme wOld frc'l.uentlyoccun in the LonJ01I Prodigal, J 605' 

_ ST,.V.&H .. 

, W~ 
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Whi<.h we difdain {bonld tetter us, yet fought 
T he very way' to catch em. • 

Bru. You fpeak 0' the p~ople, 
As if ybu were a god to punl , not 
A man of their infirmity. 

Sic. ' Twere well, 
We let the people know't. 

Mm . What, what? his choletl 
Cor. Choler ! 

Were I as patien~ as the midnight {leep, . 
By Jo've, 'twould be my mind. 

Sic. I t is a mind, 
That {ball remain a poifon where it is, 
Not poifon any further. 

Cor. Shall remain!-
H ear you this Triton of the minnoW5" 1 mark yotl 
His abfolute /ha/J r 

Com . 'Twas from the canon 3 . 

Cor. Sball.' ( 
o good, but moll unwife p:micans +, why, 

• 

( 
S_",inn.wJI'] i.e. (mall fry. WA~B UR TO • 

A ",i.n •• u i. one of the fmalleft river fil1l, ealled, in (orne (ountie! a 
l in •. J08NSON. 

J 'rr va, f rom lb. can.".] Was contrary tc, tbe ell 
wu form of fpeech to which he has no ri;:llt. JORI' , 

• good. b.1 ",oft un Wift 1'''lricianJ,] The old n has-O Cod. 
but &c. Mr. To eobald made the <orret1ioD . Mr. Steevena Ilks, 
" when tbe oDly autnenticlc ancient copy mak.ea (enre, '" y Ihould we 
de rt from it /" - 0 one can be more thorougbly ccmvince4 of tbe 
",!)eral propriety of adhering to the old copy than I am; and I trull l 

... given abundant prno~ of my attention to it in the prefen t edition, 
by relloring and eftabliOling many ancient readins, in every OAe of 
thefe play wbicb had been difplnced for modern innovations : aDd jf 
;n tbe paRage before UI tbe anc;"nt copy b.d aftorded fenfe, I Ihouid 
h ave beeD very unW illing to dilturb it. But it does not ; for it reads, 
not" 0 C.d,," as Mr. St«venl fuppofed , but 0 Cui, an a4juntion 
{ .. rely not proper in moutb of a beathea. Add to tbil, That the 

ord h.1 is exhibited with a fmall initial letter, in tbe only aut enticJc 
copy; and the words" {DOd bUI "''I1.·if'" here appear to be tbe counter. 
r art of graflt and rlcHtJI io tbe fubrc~UeDt lil\&. On a re.conftder:L
tion a this pal1age tb~refore , 1 am con5d •• Jt th t even my learned pre 
«ecellor will appr ve of the meRd tionnow adopted. M ALONE . 
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YOlt grave, but recklefsfenators. have you thu. 
Given Hl'dra here tochoofe :m.officer. • 
That with his peremptory /hall, being but 
The horn. and noife 5 o'the monfters, wants not fpirit 
To fay, he'll turn your current in a ditch. 
And make your channel his? If he have power • 

.. \ Then vail your ignorance 6 : if none, awake 
Your dangerous lenity. If you are learned. 
Be not as common fools I if you are not~ 
Let them have cu/hiolls by you . You are plebeians. 
I f they be f~nators : and they are no lefs, 
When, both your voices blended, the greateft tafte 
Moll: palates theirs 7 . They choore their magifuate • 
And fuch a one as he, ~'ho puts his /hal/, 
His popular foall, agaiuft a graver bench 
Than ever frown'd in Greece! By Jove himfelf. 
It makes the confuls bafe: and my fou l akes·. 
T o know, when two authorities are up, 
Neither (upreme, how f, confufion 
:vIay enter 'twixt the gap of both, and take 
~he one by the other. 

Com. W 11,--on to the market-place. 

s 'Tb • • . 'lo~ (l'Jd"~ Alludin, to hi, having called him 'TrltDII ba
(ore. Wihll Jk TON . 

o 'Thtn'~ i! your ignora'h.:e;-] if tbi, "'a_ bal powu. ltt Ibt i,no
ranee ,bQI f"" . i", vail or hll'Ul dow" bifor. bi", . J Oll N'O l<. 

Sec Vol. J. p. 9, n. 2.1 :tnd p. ,po, n. 4. M ,U.ONS. 
7 _ ro .. art plth,ian" 

If tbey b. fena/."; and Ibey ar, nD 'if', 
Wb.n, ;o,b ,.n wi,,, b1udtd, tb, gr,atrjl taj1. 
Moft paillm Ibeirl ,l J think the meanong ii , tb, plebeian. Ire 

no ler. thlo (eoltors, wnen, the voicel of the (enate and the people 
beioe blended together. the i'redomiQant tane of the compound (mldc. 
more of the populace than the (en ate. 

Dr . Johnfon would read- Muj/ pal ate thein. "When tbe taj/. of 
the great, t he p:ltricians, muft palalt, muft pltaf. [or muft Ir,] tbat of 
the plebeians." MALON... iii 

Tbe plain meaning is. rb"t ft-"Io" awd pltheilln, are tfual, w b.1I lb. 
bigbtj/ t"j/' i , btj/ pltllftd with Ibal ClJbi.b pl,II! .. tbe lowell. S Tl:n . - .. IInd_, f'lIl dtl, &c. ) The mirchie{ and ab(urdlty of what i 
called I",p<ru,m ill ill/triD, ' here finely exprelI'ed. W ,UlIl7I TOIi. 

e,r. 
5 



.. 

~Z4- COR I 0 LAN U S. 
Cer. Whoever gave that counfe1', to give forth 

The corn o'the Ilorehoufeogr;;.tis. as 'twas us'd. 
Sometime in Greece,-

Men. Well, well, no more of that. 
CDI'. (Though there the people had more abfolute 

power,) 
1 fay, they nouriili'd difobedience, fed 
The ruin of the fiate. 

JJru. Why, iliall the people give 
One, that {peaks thus, their voice? 

CDI'. I'll ~ive my reafons, 
More worthIer than their voices. They know, the corn 
Was not our recom pence; refti~ well afi'ur'd 
They ne'er did fervice for't: Bemg prefs'd to the war, 
Even when the navel of the fiate was touch'd. 
They would not thread the gates I : this kind of fervice 
Did not deferve corn gratis: being i ' the war. 

9 iYbo""., gaw Ibat cou,,!.I, &c.] ~,In the old tnanOation of PI. J 
1a"b: "Theoefore, fayed he, they tA l t gaue counfell , and perfuad~ 
that the Corne thGUld be giuen out to the commCUl people grati', as thhy 
,.red to doe in cittie. of Gr",ce, where the people h ad more abfolJte 
po .er, dyd bUH>.lly nourilhe their difobedience, wroch would breake out 
in the ende, to the vtter ruine and ouerthro'" of the .. hole Ilate. For they 
... iII not thincke it is done in recompenfe of thei ""r(ic , 6thence 
they know well enough they haue fo ofte .• ,u fed to toO'Jle warre., 
when they were commaunded I neither frr their m.ltini when tlje;r 
went with n, whereby they haue rebelled and forfa"", their countrie_ 
neither for their a ufation. which thoir flatterer~.ue preferred vnto 
t hem, and they h.ue recevued, and made good asainll the fenate I but 
they will rather judge we geue and grlunt them this, s aba6ng our 
[ el.el, Ind Ilanding in feare of them, and glad to flatt~r them euery 
w y. By this meanes, their difobedience will ftill growe worfe and 
,.,orfe; and they wiU neuer leave to praClife newe fedhion, and .pMre •• 
Therefore it were a gre.t follie for VI, me tbincke., to do it: yea, /hall 
1 flye more? we thould if we were wife, take from them their tribune
'4hippe, which moll manife!Hy i. the embaling of the cnnfulthippe. and 
the caufe of the diuifion of the cittie . The Ilate whereof aa jc !bndeth. 
is not now aI it was \V t to be, but becommeth difmemb.red in two 
(atHons, which m inteane. :tllwaye. ciuill ditrention and diicorde be • 
... ·ene VI, and will neuer fuffer va againe to be .nited into one bO<!ie." 

STlt .... N •• 

• They would "., thread Ih, g"W :] ihat is, pals them. We 
.yet (: 1, to rbr,.1i an alley. JOK1< ON, 

Their 



, COR I 0 LAN U S. 
Their mutinies and revolts, wherein they 1hew'd 
Moll valour, fpoke not for them: The accufation 
Which they have often mad :againR: the fenate. 
All caufe unborn, could never be the: native ~ 
Of our fo frank donation. Well, what thell t 
How lhan this bofom multiplied 1 digeR: 
The fenate's courtefy? Let deeds exprefs 
What's like to be their words :-We did r"jI,tjI it ~ 
We art thl greater po/l, and in trul fear 
<rhty ga'IJe III our demands:-Thus we debafe 
The nature of our feats, and make the rabble 
Call our cares, fears: wbich will in time break ope 
The lOCKS 0' the fenate, and bring in the crows 
To peck the eagles.-

Men. Come, enough. " 
Bru. Enough, with over-meafure. 
Cor. No, take more 4 F 

\ What may he fworn by, oth divine and human. 
Seal what I end withal !-This double worlhip,
Where one part S does difdain with came, the other 
Infult without all reafon; where gentry, title, wifdolD 
Cannot conclu~, bU~y the yell and no 
Of geh\.\al itno~ -it muft omit 
Real nec.effitles, and 've way the while 
To unftable fi~~htnefs: purpofe fo barr'd, it follows. 
Nothing is don, to purpofe : There~ore, b.reech you,-

.. - ".ld "..", 6, Ib, native-J Nali-fJ, i. "lIlurall'""ot, or tllllf' .f 
li,t.. J OHNIOIf. 

So, in a kindred (en{e, in K. Hen,y P'. • 
" A many of our bodie. thall no doubt 
•• Find natwtgravet." MALONE. 

3 _ tbi, bolo", myltiplied-l This ",./tit.di",., bofom I the bofom 
of that great monfter, tbe peppfe. MALOlCE. 

4 No, tal. ",." I &c.) The fenCe it, No,1« me add this further, 
and may every thing divin~ and human which c give for e to an oath, 
lourwitner. to the truth or what 1 thallconclude with. 

The Rom nl rwore by what Waf human •• well It divine; by tbeir 
lIud, by their e,et, by the dead bones and athe of their parenu, ""c. 
S"ee Bri(i'on def.r",.li" p. 8oS-8I7. HEATH. 

S H'bert one part-] h tilt pld copt we have bere, II In man otb. 
plocel, II. inflead of '1ft. The corn 11m 'WII made by Mn Rowe. s.. 
Vol. IV. p. SlI, n. 7. MA,-Q1Ia. 

VQL. VII. I ~ y~ 



2SG e, d RIO L ". N tJ s. 
You that will be lefs fearful than difcreet; 
That love the fundamental part of ll:ate, 
Mote than you doubt the cha ge of't 6; that prefe' 
A noble life before a long, and wifh 
To jump a body with a dangerous phyfl.Ck" 
That's fure of death without it ,-at once pluck out 
The multitudinous ton~ue, let them not lick . 
The fweet which is then poifon: your di!honour 
Mangles trUe judgment', and bereaves the Rate 
Of that integrity which /hould ~ecome it 9 ; 

Not having the power to do the good it would. 
For the ill which doth control it. " 

Bru. He has faid enough. 
Sic. He has fpoken like a traitor. and fltall anfwer 

As traitof$ do. 
Cor. Thou wretch I defpighro'erwhelm tnee !- , 

What !hould the people do with(Fhefe bald tribunes 1 ) 
On whom depel1'ding~ their obe4ience fails 
To the greater bench : In a rebellion, 
When what's not meet, but what muil be, was law. 
Theh were they c~ofen; in. a bette\ hour. 

«> 'Tbat 10'<1' tbt/uI1IJa",tIt14Ipart of.flalt:g / \>, CI-

~rt tbanyou doubt tbt .bllfll' ~'t;] ~ dDubt is to ftar, The 
meaning is. You whore ze31 predomlMates er your terrours j ' you who 
do not fo much fear the danger of violFnt meafurejl!'"':ls with the good 
to w"hich tbey are nteelfary, the prefervation of th!,'orig:nal conltitu
tion of our government. JOII1HON. 

7 2"0 jump a 60dy-] 'thus the old copy. Modern editOl"s read: 'T. 
ump-.To ju",p anciently lignified toj.lt, to give a rude c:oncuffion to 
any thing. 'To j"".p a D.dy may therefore mean, t D P'" it i.t. a .,Win' 
.. gitation.r ,.",,,,oti.,,. So, in Pllil. Holland's tunn.tion of Pliny's Not. 
Rift. B, XXV. c.h. v. p. :u 9: I< If Vie looke for good (Dccelle in qJl r 

ure by miniR:ring eUebor., kc, for c.r tainly' it putteth the patient to a 
jll",P', or great hazard," ST.c & vaN s. ' 

From this palTage in »liny, it /bouJd (cem tbu tl to ju",p a body;' 
meant to ri/A a body; a ruch an uplication feefn~ to me to b~ fup-
portG<I by the context in the paR'age before u.. MALO "E . 

8 Manl,ltl trut judgment,] Jude"''''t is the faculty by which ritht 
is diftingullhed from wrong, JO""S O)/. 

9 0/ tbat integrity 'Wbicb fl •• ld h,come it;J Inttgrity i . in t ;~is 
plac:e found.,!s, uniformity, conliftency, in the fame {enfe a$ Dr. W ar
bbrton often ufe. it, when he mentions the iMtl ,ifJ of a met:aphor. To ' 
D(rQllIU, is to/ail, to "'.fit . )ClKNIOll, 

\ I.e 
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Let what °ts meet, be faid. it mull be meet i" 
ADd throw their power i' th duft. 

Bra. Manifefr treafon • 
• Sic. This a confull no. 
Br •• The a:diles, ho !-Let him be apprehended. 
Sir. Go. caU the people; (Exit BltuTu!.] in whore 

name, myfelf 
Attach thee, as II traiterous innovator, 
A foe to the publick weal: Obey. I charge thee. 
ADd follow to thine anfwer. 

Cor. Hence, old goat! 
Sm. and Pat. We'll furety him. 
Com . Aged fir, hands off. 
Cor. Hence, rotten thing, or I llu11l1l1ak~ thy bones 

Out of thy garments s. 

Sic. Help, ye citizens. 
Re-enter B R VT U s. 'Witb I .£Jiltl. a1ltl a ra/;"', ifeit;. 

JUII1. 

M ,If. On both fides more refpett. 
Sic. Here's he. tha~ would 

Take from Yiu 11 yo ' power. 
Bru. Seize hi · , iles. 
Cit. Down with hi down with him I [S''TJlralJJJtal. 
2. Sen. We l)()ns. wea~Ds, weapODS ! 

l?"hry allllli./Ilt alJlU/ Coriolan ~ •• 
Tribunes, patricians, citizens !-what ho!-'- . 
SiciDius, Brutus .. Co iolanns, citizens! 

Cit. Peace, peace. pe1ce; fray, hold, peace! 
M,III What 15 about to be ?-l am out of breath ; 

Confuflon's near; I cannot [peak :-You, tribunes 

I L., GJbllt;1 :"ttt, l>t filii, ;t mull be 111m,) Let it be (aid by you • • 
that what is "'tit to be done, ... ft be meet, i. e. "II b. " '"'' and put 
an end at once to the tribu(litian power, c Wit etb~lithed, wben 
irreliftible violence, not II. reg n!t.o·propriety. dlrea d the lecinature. 

t. _ folll. t by b 
Our if tby f"~.I:., So, io K.y..l>JI: 

" - - bere'. a ftay. 
" That follltS tb. ~ Itt" ,""4{' of old .cIeath 
~, Ollt if biHlIl' In 5 Tn. 

Q..z 

M.u. )U. 
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To the people J ,-Coriolanus, patience :
Speak, good Sicinius. 

. , 

" 

Sic. Hear me, people ;-Peace. 
Cit. Let's hear our tribune :-Peace. Speak, fpez1c.# 

fpeak. 
Sic. You are at point to lofe your liberties: 

Marcius would have all from YOD; Marcius. 
Whom late you have nam'd for coruul. 

Men. Fie, fie, fie! 
This is the way to kindle, not to quench. 

1. Sen. To unbuild the city, and to lay all flat. 
Sic. What is the city, gut the l'eople 1 
Cit. True, 

The people are the city. , 
lJru. By the confent of all, we were eftabli!h'd 

The people's mz.gifuates. 
Cit. You fo remain. t 
Men. And fo ate like t do. 
CDr. That is the way to lay the city flat; 

To bring the roof to the foundation; 
And bury all, which yet diftinaly nges. 
In heaps and piles of ruin. 

Sic. This defene! death. 
, lJru. Or let us ftand to our luth ty, 

Or let us lofe it:-We do here pronouncy 
Upon th part 0 the people, in whofe power 
We were eleCted theirs, Marcius is worthy 
Of prefent death • 
• Sic, Therefore, lay hold of him ; 

Bear him to the rock Tarpeian, and from then 
Into deftrutHon aft him. 

lJru. lEdiles, feize him. 
Cit. Yield, Marcius, yield. 
M,n. Hear me one word. 

S 'Io th. j>4.pl.,-C.ri./II •• " />4li •• ,, :-] J wOllld reid I 
Spt:.k tu/'. p • .,I,.-Co,i.,,,.,.,, l'al ' .t:_ 

, Sp.d,ruSin.ill', TV.WHITT. 
Mr. Maron would pojnt I 

Confulion'.ncarj ICIllllot-Spe.ak ),ou, trib.ullU, 
To the people. 

1 fee DO DC II of aliT tltcratioA. M., ON &. 

Beleee 

I 



COR I 0 LAN U S. 
leI; c u, tribunes, hear III; but a word • 

.£di. eace, peace. 
Mm. Be that you feem, truly your country's friend, 

And temperatj:ly r,roceed to wha Y9u would 
Thus violently' redrefs. 

Bru. Sir, tho[e cold ways, 
That [eem like prudent helps, are very poi[onous· 
Where the difeafe is violent :-:-Lay hand.s upon him, 
And bear him to the rock. 

Cor. No; I'll die here. ( drawing hisFoIJorJ. 
There's rome among you have beheld me fighting; 
Come, try upon yourfe1ves hat you have feen tile. 

Men . Down with thaffword j-Tribunes, wi.thdraw a 
while. 

Rru. Lay hands upon him. 
Mm. Help Marcius! help, 

You that be noble; help him, young, and old I 
Cit. Down with him, ~own with him! 

[In this mutiny, the~ribunes, the lEdiles. and fbi 
peopll, art beat in. 

Men. Go, get you to your howe s; be gone, away, 
All will be naught err. 

%. Sen. Gl!t .~ou gil ~. 
Cor. '6talld fa t 

We have as many Irl~ild s as enemies. 
Men. Shall; f be put t'l thatl 
J. Sm. The gods forbId! # 

I pr'ythee, noble friend, home to thy hOllre' 

.. - ""YI'.ijon.UI,] !read :-41''''''' poifons. JOHN.ON. 
s ...,. tet, •• I.your b,ule.] Old COp)_ur hollfe. Cor~a.d byMr. 

Rowe. So below.: 
,, ' I pr'ythee,'noble friend, home to tby houfe." MA LON •• 

6 Cor. St".JjlljJ; Cit •• ] In the old copy fevcr;!.l of the fpccchc. he .. 
Are attributed [0 wean. perlon.. The pn:fent {peech i. given to Comi. 
nius, infle.d of Cori<>la llus, as that below, "5imc, fir, aJong with u., " 
i , given to Coriolanul, inflead of Cominiu,....,-r. Warburton pointed out 
the former error. The two {perches of Coriollau. and Mellen iu. af. 
terwArds-" 1 would they were bubari'DI,"_nd .. Be gone," Icc. in 
the old copy form bue one fpeech, of which Mencniul i. the {peaker. 
T h, pn:Crnt regulation of that fpeech WI' I'fopufed by Mr. Tyrwhitt. 

MALON., 

<2..3 Leave 



". C 0 It I 0 LAN U S. 
Leave us to cure.this caufe • 
• Men. For 'tis a fore upoIf us, 
You cannot t n~ yourfelf: Be gone, 'befeech yo • 

Com. Come, lir, along with us. 
Cor . I would they were barbarian, (as they ~re 

Though in Rome litter'd,) not ltomans, (as they are npt, 
Though calv'd i' the porch 0' the Ca.pitQl,)-

Men. Begone; 
Put not your worthy rage into your tong~e ; 
One time will owe another 7. 

Cor. On fair ground, 
J could beat forty of them. 

Mm. I could myfelf 
Take up a brace of the beft of them; yea, the two tn

bunes. 
Com. But now 'tis odd~ beyond arithmetick ; 

And manhood is call'd foolery. when it Hands 
AgaiaJla failing fabri k.-Will you hence, 
~efore the tag retu, n I? whofe r e doth r nd 
Like interrupted waters, and o'erbear 
What they are us'd to.bear. 

Jrfen. Pr.ay you, be gone: 
I'll try whether myoId wit be in re~ueft 
With thofe tht have but little; this 
With cloth of any colour. / 

Com. Nay, come away. 
t Extu Co It IOL A NUS " COM I N 1 (is, anti OtherJ. 

,. Pat. This man has marr'd his fortune. 

1 0 •• ti",. will O'W' aoolh.,..] I know not whether to ow. in this 
p meant to pD.(fifs bJ right, or to •• iNtUbtttJ. Either fenfe may be 
adm ted. Olle l11n., in which the people ale feditious, will gi",. III 
~'Wtr in ,foOle otb r ri",,, or, this t i",. of the people's predominance 
will rNII tb .... j. dtbt, that is, will loy them open tel the law, and a
pofe them hereafte, to more fervile Cubjeaion. JOHN SON. 

The oleaning feems to be, One time will compenfate for .noth ~r. 
Our time of triumph vii; lromt herearter : time will be in our deLt, 
will .. ". us a good turn, for 0 prefe.ot difgracf. Let UI uuft to futu-
ri ty. ALON!: • 

• Btf. ,. tho tat rtf.r" 1-] The lowell anr! IT.ofl d.fpicable of the 
populace Ire dcno."inatcd by thofe a lil tle abo,. tbCJll, 'Ill, rt'l, lIotl 

oJ.fllJ jO";IIIO)·. 

Me1l. 



COR I 0 LAN U S. II 
1.j II. is nature is too noble for the world: 

He woul ot flatter eptune tor his trident, 
Or Jove for his powerto thunder. His heart's his mouth: 
What his breafl forges, that his tongue muft vent; 
And, being angry, does forget t~at eye,' 
He heard the name of death. (A noifi 'Wit},i •• 
)-fere's goodly wade l 

2. Pat. l would they were a-bed! 
. Mm. I would they were in Tiber!-What, the ven

geance, 
Could he n01 fpeak them fair? 

R e-wttr BR UTU'S, and SlC,lNIl1S, 'With fhl rfl6"'/~ .. 
Sic . Where is this viper, 

That would dep,?pulate the city, anc,l 
Be every inan hlmfelf? 

Men. You worthy tribunes,-
Sic. He flull be thrown down the Tarpeian rock: 

With rigorous hands; 111: hath refined law, . 
And tJIerefore law /hall fcorn him further trial 
Than the feverity.of the publick power, 
Which he fo fets at nought. 

I. Cit. He tbalJ{n' II know, 
The nqble {rib . es re the people's mooths, 
And we their hand 

CII. ,He iliall, fure bn't ,. [Severa/Jied toge/fur .. 

lP He /hall, /11;; on 'to J Th~ean;n& of there ord. h not very ob. 
vious. I>erhaps tbey mean, He /bIll, tblt'l (ure. J 1m inclined to 
th i n~ that the (a me error has happened here and in a palta, i~ A.t0'!Y 
anti CI .. ~tltra. and thl[ in both places/ur< i. printed infield off"'. He 
/ball Cuffer for it, he /ball rue the nnge.nce of the people.-Tbc ditor 
of the fecond folio read_He a,all fure Dllt; and " and "beine ofltn 
confounded, the emendation might be admitted , but that there i. not 
here 'my quefiion concerning the expulliun of Coriolanus. What il 
n w propofed, i., to throw him down the Tarpeian rock. It it abfu,d 
therefore that the rabble /bould by way of confirmation of what their 
leader Siciniu. had (aid, propo(e a ~uni/bm e hit not fo much asmen. 
tioned, and which, wben he does IIfm I1.rJt meation it. he di(apprOYCI 
of: 

" - to rj.a him hence 
c< Were but onc dancer." 

I have therefore left th old copy undi1l~rtied. M.HoNI. 
+ ~/n. 



CORIOLANUs.. 

Men. Sir, fi~
Sic. Peace. 
Men. Do not cry, hav{)ck', whereyouihoold ~uthunt 

With model!: warrant. , 
Sic. Sir, how comes it, that you 

"Have holp to make this ref cue 1 
Men. Hear me fpeak ;-

As I do know the confuI's worthlnef., 
So can I name his faul ts :-

Sic. Conful !-what confull 
Men. The conful Corioianul. 
J1ru. He: cOllful ! 
Cit . No, no, no, no, no. 
Men. If, by the tribunes' leave. and yours, geed people, 

I may be heard, I'd crave a word or two; 
The which {hall turn you to no further harm, 
Than fo much lors of time. 

Sic. Speak brieRy then; 
For we are peremptory, to difpatch 
This viperous tranol': to ej a him hence, 
Were but one danger; and, to keep him here .• 
Our ~ertai n ~eath; t 'leref~fe, it is ecreed, 
He dIes to-ntght. "t , 
I 

J p, not cry, ba .. o",] i. e. Do npt gi~ the /tinal for ull!iJnjttd 
ll.aughter. &c. STlt lt Vn". : . 

See V ol. IV. p. 7, n. 7' MA LONI-. 
Do ".1 try ba."o(~, wbirl y.u jbou!d 6ut hut 
Intb nrodll 'lvarrant.] 'To e,y • .".cA, was, J believe, originally 

• fportin, phrafe, from bojoe, which in Saxon 6gni6es I bf"llJl . It)ll.as 
af rword. u(ed is war. So, in K . YO/JIl l 

" - Cry blnlad, kings." 
.And in Yuli., ClltJar: 

" Cry h,w"A, and let /lip the doss of w ... " 
J t. feem. to ha.e been the lignal lor geno .. 1 Il.ughter, and is exprefs)y 
forbid in the On/ina .. " d .. BQtQjU .. , 9 R. ii . 3rt. 10: . 

" Item, que nul foit eardy de crier b".,0.1 fur peine d'avoir la teft 
~oup •• " 

The fecoIIJ article of the fame O,,/iOlfnm fetms to have been fatal to 
Budollh. Ilwas death ",en to toucb thepf"ofl:'tl,/,';re • 

.. h em que nul foi t Ii h rdy tie "u{btr Ie c"'ps de nolUe Seigneur, II; 
1 • .,t.ffil <n fud illI, fur peyne 'elbe train .. Ie pendut ct la teih: a,.ai r 
I)Q pe." M. S. CIlfM. N TO D. VI. TyaWJlITT. . 

Men . 



" c · 0 RIO LAN U S. '3;; 
11. w the good gods forllid, • 

That our renowned Rome, whofe gratitude 
Towards her deferved children S is oroll',," 
In Jove's own book, like an unnatut I dam 
Should now eat up her own I 

Sic . He's a difeafe, that mull be cut away. 
Men. 0, he's a limb, that has but a difeafe: 

Mortal, t9 cut it off; to CIl1"e it, eafy. 
What has he done to Rome, that's worthy death? 
Killing our enemies? The blood he hath loll, 
(Which, I dare vouch, is more than that he hath, 
By many an ounce,) he dropp'd it for his country: 
And, what is left, to lore it by his country, 
Were to us that do't, and fuffer it, 
A brand to the end 0' the world. 

Sic. This is clean kam!. 
Bru. Merely awry·: When he did 10v~ IUs country. 

it honour'd him. • I 

Men. The fervice of the foot 
Being once gangre)l'd, is not then reJPeeted 
For what before it wa~ S j-

)J,. •• 

s T _4rtl, bu deferved ,bilJ"n-] De/,",u, (or '1,,.,i_,. So, «. 
ligbt tl fo r J'''lb/i~g, in 0,. JI" 

" If virtue no J"!gb 6""'j lack,"- M ALO E. 
3 'Tbi, i, ,1,l1li kam.] , . e. ry. So Cot ray • terpreta, Tut III. 

g cUlr'loil, All 10., ".a~ ta",. Hence a •• ",hrti for a crooked lUck" 
8r the bend in a horfe', hinderleg. W AUIU a TOI(. , 

The Welch WOld for " .. l.Itl i, . ... ; and in Lylly" En",,,,i,., 15~t. 
Is the following parr.ge: .. But timely, madam, crooAI that tree tljae 
will be a cam.d, and young it priclu that will bc a tborn." 

V ulgar pronunciation bu corrupted cltan Aam into tim Aa"" and thi. 
corruption i. prefcrved ill that ,rut repofitory of ancient vul,arilnu. 

tanyhur(t', tranOation of Y irlil. J sSz : 
" S(;"Jit,,,· i"cutllllJ }lllai. itt cotttrll, ia tJJliltl'!' 
!' The waverin, commons in tym A. (eau are haled." 

STEEVE,. .. 

4 Merely a'Wry :] Mmly i, abfo!uteJy. Sec Vol. I. p. t, n. 3' 
MALOI(E. 

~ - u not tb.1I rtfltSU 
. Forwbat 6.f.,. it ""., ;-)lYou alledge, ray, Meneniu.,that beige 

if, fed, lie mllff be ellt away. Accordillg thell to 10llr aument, tbe 
foot 



CORIOLA u s. 
Bru. We'll bear no mqre:-

P tfue him to his hourt:, and pluck hi tbene 
Left his infettion, being of catching nature, 
Spread further. 

loltll. One word more, one word. 
This tyger-fooled rage, when it fua:!l find 
The harm of unrcann'd fwifme[s, ill, too latc, 
Tie leaden pounds to his heels. Proceed by procefs i 
Lefl: p:mies (as he is belov'd) break out, 
And {:lck great Rome with Romans. 

lJru. Jf it vere fo,
Sic. What do ye talk 1 

Have ye not h3.d a tafl:e of his 0 edienee? 
Our a:diles [mote 1 ourfelves refi/l:ed ?~Co e;-

Mell. Confider this ;-He has been bre i' the waI~ 
Since he could draw a [word, and is ill fcnool'd 
In boulted language; meal and bran together 
He throw without diftinClion. f Give me leave. 
I'll go to him, and undertake to bring him 
Where he fuall an[we.r, by a lawful form. 
(In peace) to his t1tmofl: peril. . 
, ,. SM. Noble tribunes, 
It is the humane way: the other cour[e • 
Will prove too bloody; and the end of it 
Unknown 10 the beginning 7. " 

Sic. Noble Menenius, f ' 
Be you then as e people's oflt.!er:
Mafl:ers, lay down your weap6ns. 

f< t, being once g~ngrened, is not to be refpe£ted for wbat it was before 
It was gtlngrened.-" 1, tbi, jltj/'" Meneniul would have added, ;f the 

ribune h.d lIut interrupted him land inaeed, without any fueh addi. 
ti!>Il, from his ftate of the UI&umentthefe words are underftood. 

MALON lE. 

G _ to bring hi"'-), In the old eop the word,;~ !>t"" ore found.t 
the end of thia line. _ probably .. ere in tbe 'If, placed at the "-
,!inning of the nest line, • caught by the tranferib.r·. eye glaneingorl , 
the line below. The emendation was made by Mr. Pope. MALO E . 

7 - tblind if it 
U.b u" t. lb. b,tic"int,] So, in the T,,,,pr), A£t 1I. fe. i: 

.. Tb~ latter end of Ills ommonwe .. lth forztU the beginning." 
STIEVI: · S. 

Bn/, 



COR I 0 LAN U S. % i 
Br . not home. 
Sic. Me t on the market-prace : ....... We'll attend Y0'l 

thcre: 
Where, if you bring not Marcius. we'll proceed 
In our lirll way. 

Men . I'll bring him to you :..-
Let me de lire your company. [to tbe Sennto15.] He mult 

come, 
Or what is worll will foHo\V. 

J. Sen. Pray you, let's to him. (Exelmf. 

seE N E H. 
A Room i" Coriolanus's HOllfi. 

E"ter Co R lOLA NtiS, 4na Patricians. 

Cor. Let them pull all about mine ear; prcrent me 
Death on the wheel, or at wild horrcs' heels'. 
Or pile te n hjlls on thc T rpeian rock, 
That the precipitation might down ftretch 
Below the beam of fight, yet will r frill 
Be thus to them. # 

E 11ltr VOL U .., N 1 A • 

J. Pat. Ya'u do the nobler. 
Cor . I mufe 9, my mother 

Does not approve me Eli her, who was wont 
To call them woollen v I . , thing crea d 
To buy and fell ith groa s ; to {hew bare heads 
In congregations , to yawn, be ilill, and wonder, 
When one but of my ordinance' flood up 
To (peak of peace, or war. I talk ofJ'ou ; ('Til Vol. 
Why did you willi me milder 1 Waul you have me 

S Dt/ub on tb,..ul:,.l, ., "' 'Wild h,,!,,' btll.;' Neither of thefe 
punil1'mencs was known at Rome. Sh.kIpeare had probably ,ead Or> 
heard in hi s yout h lhat Balthaza r de G errard ho .rraffinated W,lIiun 
prince of Orange in J SS4, was to,n tc:l")l.ecu by wild horf .. ; II 

kholas de Salvedo h . d bun not long before, for confpi'ing to I I " 
away tbe life of Ihat gallilnt.p,int MAL O"' , 

9 J ,uf., 1 That is, 1 ~u • ...ur, 111111.' II loft. ]08N . 0 • 
S .. V ol. Iv. p. 371, o. S. MALO."" 
I - _y.,,{tnall"-] My,,,.J, JOK '0)/, 

Falfe 
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Falfe to my nalure 1 Rather (ay, I play 
The man I am. 

1'01. 0, fir, fir, fir. 
I would have had you put your power well on. 
Before you had worn it out. 

Cor. Let go. 
Yolo You might have been enough the man you are, 

With ftriving lef~ to be fa: Leifer had been 
The thwartings of your difpofitions ~. if 
Y~u had not Ihew'd them bow you were difpos'd 
Ere they Ijl.ck'd power to crofs you. 

Cor. Let them hang. 
Yolo Ay, and burn too. 

Enter MEN EN) u s, alii/ Senators. 
Men. Come, come, you have been too rough, fomelhing 

too rough; 
You muO: return, and mend it. 

t. SI11. There's no remedy; f 

Unlefs, by not (0 doing, our good titr 
C;:leave in the midfr, and perilh. 

1'01. Pray. be counfe1'd: 
I have a heart as little apt as yours, . 
But yet a brain, that leads lUy ufe of anger,' 
To better vantage. 

kUn. Well {aid, noble wom~¥. 
Before he lboul4,thus /loop to lr: herd 3, but that 
The violent fit 0' the time craves it as phyfick 
For the whole frate. I would put mine armour on, 

.~ 'Tb. thwarting .. ! JOU' difpopti.ns,) The folio reads-The 1biot ' 
. r your difpofition. The emend.tion w •• made by Mr. Theobald, wlio 
improved <>n Mr. Rowe'. correaion-

'Fhe thinc' tbllt t hwart your difpOfitions. 
Some of the lettero prob. bly dropped out at the ~rer •• and the com

pofitor afterwards relloted th word by conjeauto, and produoed ,binI" 
MALONI':. 

3 _ ) .. , t. tbt herd,) old copy has- to the htarl . The emen- '.1 
tbtion, which is celt.inly right, was made by Mr. Theobald. So before: 

" You fuames 01 Rome ! you bml of_." 
Again l "Are chere your b.rd .. 
~trd w I an icotl, 4>clt b."rd. Rcnc~ bt.rf crept j" ... the old copy. 

• MA LO:N I:. 

Which 
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Wbkh Ie fcarcelr bear. 
CM". What moft do? 
Men. Return to the tribunes. 
Cor. Well. what then? what then 1 
MM. Repent what ou have [poke. 
Cor. For them 1-1 cannot do it to the gods' 

Mull I then do't to them? 
rol. You are too abfolute ; 

Though therein yoo can never be too noble. 
But when extremities {peak·. I have heard you fay, 
Honour and policy, like unfever'd friends. 
J' the war do grow together: Grant that, and tell me" 
In peace, what each of them hy th' other lofe. 
That they combine not there 1 

Cor. Tulh, tolh I 
Me1f. A good demand. 
Yol. If it be honour. in your wars, to feem 

The fame you are not, (\\ ieh, for your beft ends, 
You adopt your policy.) how is it Iefs, or worfe. 
That it Ihall hold mpanionlhip in peace 
Wi th honour, as in war; /inee that to both 
I~ frands in l~ke requeft? 

Cor. Why force you this 51 
Yolo Becaofe that now it lies you on to [peak 

To the people j not by '~ur own inftrllaion, 
Nor b the matter which 'four heart pro pts you', 

. :. - r •• 4rt too abf./a", 
But 

'Thougb Ihtrdn yo. t /ln 8"", b. to. noU., 
Bllt ~lJb", tXI"",iti" fpcd.] EKcept in cafes of ursen nt('eftity. "-

ben your relol ute and noble (pirit, however commenclable at othet 
time., oughtto yield to the occalion. MALONt. 

5 IVbJ forceyo.-] Why "'g' you. JORN 'ON . 

SO, io K. H .. ,y " II. 
" If you will now unite io your compl.iot., 

. "Andfo't~th=withacoo/hncy ;> MALoNr. 
• Nor by Ih. malll, 'Which yo", h.a, rompts yo//,] Perhaps, tIl 

meaning i., which your heart prompts you to. We have many (uch 
"Hiptlcal expreffiool in there play!. See p. nS, n. S. So, in Y_li,1I eillf., # 

... Thy ho.nourable met.1 may bt. wt'oyght 
. " fromwhatit I difpol'd [I'). 

flut J rather believe, that our author has .dopt d the I.ngua e or the 
t:tle.tre, and drat the meaoina i., which your heart (uggcJb,. you; 

bleb Jour heart fllrni/bu you with, at a prompter (umiJhe. the player' 
wlda 
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Bat with fuch \voros that are but roted in 
Your tongue, though but baftards, aad [yUabl;; 
Of no allo\\ ance, to your bofom's tru:h 7. 

Now, thjs no more difhonoars you at all, 
Than to take jn a town I with gentle words, 
Which elfe. would pUt you to your fortune, and 
The hazard of much blood.-
I would diffemble with my nature, where 
My fortunes, and my friends, at ftake, requir'd, 
I fhould do fo in honour: I am in this, 
Your wife, lour fon, thefe fenators, the nobles II ; 
And you will rather !hew our ge eral lowts 1 

.How you can frown, than [pend a fawn upon them, 
For the inheritance of their lovee, and Cafegaard 
Of what that want ~ might ruin. 

Men. Noble lady!-

with the worda that have ercaped his m~mory. So afterWards : "Comtj 
eome, we'lIpro",pl you." The editor of the {econd f(,lio, who Wat 

entirely unacquainted with our author'. peculi.ritie., rcadl-prompt, 
you 10, ond (0 all tbe {ubreq"ent copies read. MALONE . 

7 _ hnflard., and fyI/aU" 
Of n. allowance, t. your b./.",'. truth ,] I read I "oJ no .1Jj.nc~;·· 

therefore bajJards. Yet all.wan" may ell enougb f\!uld, •• meaning 
/tl. ' rilbt, .jllJblijh.drad, or [lIIltdllO,bo';,y. J OHNao • 

AI 7vanre is certainly ri,ht. So, inl' ,II., A 11. fc. i: 
.. -- his pilot 
"Of\ferye rt and approv'd l """." STZ .... ZN. 

I at firft was ple.fed with Dr. John(on'. propofed emendation , b •• 
Clufe "of no allowance, i. e. approbation, t , your bo(om', truth," 1j>J 
peared to me unintelligible. But allftJlu<t bat no conoellion witlo tbe 
(ulofequont wonl , " to your bo(om', truth." The conftrullion :s~ 
thou&h but b f\uda to your bofom', truth, •• t ,h, /awjl,1 ijfo, .f YOMr . 
b,art. Tbe wonls," aDd (yllable, of DO allowaDce," are put in appo. 
lition with baJlard., and are as It were parentbetkal. MA L ON E. 

8 Than t. take in a ,.w~-] 'I'ofubdue or de~ro1' See p. 160, n. 6. 
MA L01<~. 

, -~.", in rbi. 
r'Mr wif.,Jour /."; t 'tnlJt.", tb, n.hI.,;] '1 altt i. tbeir coodi. 

on, I am atflait, together with, .... 'U"{',J'.' Jon. JOHN .. " . 
1 think the me oing i ,111 tbi. advi&e, In c.xhnnin~ you to all thu • • 

1 fpeak not only s your mother, but s your wife, your (on, «c. III 
o( whom Ire at St:>kt. MAL ON ... 

I _ Ollr gfJCtr.' I'''Wl.,-] OUf t ", ... Clt'IUlI I, JtJM N SOlf. 

• - te., IIIIt -) The '''aIlr of t cir loy a. JOIiNSlI1<. 
Come: 
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Come, go ~Jith us; fpeak fair: )'ou may (alve fo, 
Not what 1 is dangerous prefent, but the lofa 
Of what is pall. 

Yol. I pr'ythee now, my fon, 
Go to them, with this bonnet ill' thy hand 4; 

, And thus far having {~retch'd it, (here be with them,) 
Thy knee bulling the frones, (for in ruch bufinefi 
Attion is eloquence, and the eyes of the ignorant 
More learned than the ears,) waving thv head, 
Which often, thus, correCting thy !lout heart, 

ow humble, as the ripe!l mulberry, 
That will not hold the ha'ildling 5 : Or, fay to them, 

Thou 

3 1'1.1 wbal-) In this place nol (eems to lignify. nol only. JO"'UOIII. 
4 - 'Wi,h tbi. bonr.ol in Iby band j] Surely our author wrote-with 

Ih, bonnet in thy hane!' for J caonot (uppofe that he inteoded that 
Volumni. /hould either touch or take offtbe bonnet wbich he ha~ give 
to Co.iolanus. MALON £ . J 

5 H "hieh oftt n, ,har, CDrr,8ing IhJ flolll htarl, 
NO'lu b.",blt, /1. lb. riptfl mM~tr'1' 
'Thai will .It bold • bandliog: J Thul the old copy; and I am 

oe,fu.c ed tbefe lines are printed exaltly os the author wrote them, a 
limaar kind of ~.feology beiog founJ io hi. other plly.. 1PUeb, &le. 
"lhe . bfolute caf,', and is to be underftood .. if hehad w,ittcn-Irofli:o, 

- c , in 'Tb, W"'ttr', 'T.I" 
" _ Tbi s your fon-io-)aw, 
.. Aod fon unlo the kin~. (whom henens diIc8ins,) 
" Is troth . plight to your daughter." _ 

Again, in K. J ob_.: 
" -- he that wins of all, 
" Of kings and beggl~, old men, youn, mIn, maid.,
" lYb. baving no external thing to lofe 
" But the wo,d maid,-cheats the poor rDilid oftbil ." 

In the formerofthcfe pllfage., "wi" ... heaven. directinl," i. to be 
.nderftood as if Shakfpeare h written, hi .. he.ven. direGling I (ill.", 
(Ito d~u."j) and in the latter. "'t"b. havin," hIS the import of 'Tb,y 
hiVing. N,biI9 • • " I1mi,,,r. poJlior, /'rdUIf Mm,,, ..,irrir.;', p9JJidurib.,. 
See Vol, lV.p • • S8 . " 

Thi. mode of fpecch, though not fuch I e Jhould now life, havin, 
Iteen ufed by ShakCpeare, any emend tion of this conte/ted pa/Tage be.
come. unnecclfary. Nor il thi. kind of phrafe&logy peculiar to our au· 
tbour: for in R. Raignold'. L,.tJ" of al/rbl E"'J>.r •• ", '571, fol. 5. b. 
I ri nd the Came con/huttion: •• - II ompey wu paJTtn' in a fmall 
boate toward the O.oare, to fynce the kynge Ptolemey, he WAI by hi 
,,,mmaundemenl/layne, before he c me to I.nd, of pti miu. and A
d"lla, Q/ • b,pint by killing of lIilll to pUI th"Ce tI . frieo /hip of 

S ~w. 
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Thou art thei r (oldier, a being bred in broil8, 
Haft not the foft way 6, which, chou d. ft confers, 

Cz{ar.-Who now being come unto the thoare, and entering Aleun. 
tlri., had fodainlyprerellted unto him the head of Pompey the ,rtat," &ce. 

Mr. Maron fafl, that there i. no verb In the fentence, and therefore I 

It mull be corrupt. The verb il g., and the (entenee, not more abrupt 
t han many othera in thefe plays. Go to t"e people, fays Volumni., 
and appear before them in a rupplicating atti: ude,-with thy bonnet in 
t hy hand, thy knee, on the ground, (for in fueh car~o .ction i. el e
'1uenee, &ce. ) waving thy head; it, ~y iu frequen t bending., (rueh .. 
thore that 1 now make,) fubduing thy 1I0ut heart, ~bieh now thould 
be II humble .. the ripeA: mul berry: 0 ., if thefe filent gellure. of fu po 
pli t tion do not mo.e them, add wOlds, and y to [hem, &c. 

Dr, War~urton, for btad, (ubllitutet b.Nd, and inflead of 'fftn reads 
I.ftln, "Do any of the antien t or modern m ftcrs of elocution «(aY' 
he.) prercribe the .ying of the btad, when they toUt of action ? .. 

hoever has feen a pi oyer fu ppli.atin, to be heard by the audience, 
when • t~tnult, for whatever caufe, has arifen in a theatre, will per
fe£\ly feel the force of the wori.-" ..taving thy helld • • 

No emendation whatever appears to me to be neeeiTory in thefe Jine •• 
M AION E. 

Dr. W arbu rtoa·. corremon i, ingenious, out J thi nk, nc>e right. 
H •• d or bud is indifferent. T be hand i. w a'<Jtd tv ,.in rtrention j the 
ht. d i. /haken' in token of forrow, The word '''''''tI' (u • • beUer to the 
band, bu t in conGdering tbe authour'. lan&uage, toor mut!: Ihel. mult 
110t be laid oa propriety, againO: ehe copiet. 1 wo,,14 read t~OI : 

-- """<lin, thy htad, , 
With ift,,,, rbM., ,"",Bing tb,/cllt htlzrt . 

T hat is, fhding, btad, aad firik.ng thy brelA:. The al~ration is 
t illht, and the gellure recommended not improper. J 08Jf.O l<. 

Shakfpeare ufes the fame expremon in Hamlet: 
" And thriCl his held wavIng tblls,.p lI11d d_ .... S~~ £10$. 

I'have (ometimes thought thi. paOil e migbt oricinally have lIood th ... : 
--w .... ing thy head , 
(Whieb h"ltIbl. tbu,;) correcting thy /lout heart, 
N owfoftM.du the ripel\ mu lberry . TV I WHIT T. 

_ b.mbl. "' tbe riptfi ",,,Ib.,.,.,,] Thi' fruit, wben thoroughly ripe~ 
.rop' fro m the tree. ST!: vu" . 

.IE~ hrlu. (u appear ~ am a (ragment of hi. ~P'T'r % ;; EKTOPOI 
A"t'TPA, preferyed by At us, lib. ii.) fay. of Hector, that 1>e was 

tlfter than "'" btrri ... 
A .. , t 'l lUi I , WU, .. iT. ,.,.t"" . MU lo lA.,a, 

• _ Ilnd, h.inl hr.d i. broils , 
nllft "., Ih. (oft .,"'- ] So, in Otb,ll. (folio 162.3) s 

II _ Rude 1m 1 in my fpeeeh, 
II And little I>lef,'d with the [oft pbrafe or pea,,;_ 
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• . Were lit for thee to ufe, as they. to claim, • 

In a1king their good 10 es; but thou wilt frame 
Thyfelf, forfooth, bereaftertheirs, [0 far 
As thou haft power. and perf on. 

Men. This but done, 
Even as the fpeaks, why, their hearts were yours) 
For they have pardons, being alk'd, as free 
As words to little purpofe. 

YDI. Pr'ythee now, 
Go, and be rul'd : although, I know, thou hadft rathee 
Follow thine enemy in a liry gulf, 
Than flatter him in a bower. Here is Cominius. 

EJlUr'COM 1 N1 us. 
Com. "1 have been i' the market-place: and, fir, 'tis lit 

You make ftrong party, or defend yourfelf 
By calmnefs, or by aMence; all's in anger. 

Melt. Only fair fpeech. 
Com. I thInk, 'twill fe e, if he 

Can thereto frame his fpirit . 
Yol. He muft, III d will:-

Pr'y:hee, now, , you will, and go about it. 
CDr. Mu~o ihew them my unbarb'd [conce '11 Muft 1. . ..... ... . . 

.. And little ofthh great .... orld un I fpeak, 

.. More than pertains to feau of br.ils and battle . ... M ALoNt. 
7 - "'J u.b.rb'd jc •• " 'J The fuppliantl of the people ufed to pre-

"Dt themfelvet to them in fordid and neglected d • •• J 08IHOI<. 
Unba,btd, bare, IIncover·d. In the times of chivalry when a hOI fo: 

wos fully armed and accoutred for the encounter, he was flid to be 
barbfd; probably (rom tbe old word barbt, which Chaucu ufea fer a 
.. eil or covering. HA WX I NI . • .. 

Unb.,btd lcowCl is ~ntr;"'1If'd or IIn/ha""" katl. To but a maD, wu 
to 1II1.e hi",. So, in p,.", ... ,,,J Cajf'a"dra, J 5181 

" Grl",. --you are fo clean a young man • 
.. R ... u. And who bar", you, Orlmball t 
.. Gr;m. A dapper knave, one Rofco • 
.. Row. [know him not; i. he a ~ •• ~t 6ttrbtr'" 

To b",btthe field wu to cut the corn. !;'o, in Marfton·. M.l .. nltntl 
.. The /looping fcy themln that doth b.rb, the field," 

Unba,btd may, however, beu the Ii&nification whicb the late Mr. 
Hawkio. would affix to it. So, in M"I"ija.'10 an interlude by Skel. 
too, FtlwcJ fpea1dnc of a baoJ,1 ba .. i, (aYII 

" BarbJd like a nonne, (or bW'nynp of the (onne." S7 x & Y. 

VOL. VII . R With 
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With my' b~e tongue, gi¥e to my .oble ~eart 
A lie that l mull bear 1 Well, f will do t ~ 
Yet ~ere there but this lingle plot' to lofe, 
This mould of Marcius, they to dull: fhouldgrind it, 

: ' 

And throw it againll: the wind.-To the market-place:_ 
You have put me now to fuch a part, which never • ,-' 
I /hall difcharge to the life. 

Com. Come, come, we'll prompt you. 
Yol. I pr>ythee now, fweet fon; s thou haft faid, 

My praifes made thee firft a foldier, fo, 
Tohave my praife for this, perform a part 
Thou hall: not done before 9. 

Cor. Well, I mull: do't~ 
Away, my difpolition, and poffefs me 
Some harlot's fpirit! My throat of war be turn'd, 
Which quired with my drum I, into a pipe 
Small as an eunuch, or the virgin voice 
That babies lulls afieep! The [miles of knaves 
Tent in my cheeks'; and fchool-boys' tears take up 
The glaflcs of my fight! A beggar's 1S>ngue 
Make motion through my lips; and RJl' arm'd knees, 
Who bow'd but in my ftirrop, bend like ;: 

• -fingle plot-j i. e. piece, portion, applied to. piece of c· -· ·~ 
and here elegaDtly tr.nsferred to the bud" earcafe. W A a au R TON . 

• - fuch apart, whic.hft ... tr, &<:0] ' So, iDK. Henry PI. P.lII. 
Vol. VI. P.l97: 

" - he "ould avoid fuch bitter taunts 
" Which in the time of death he gave our father." 

.Again, in the prefent ftene I 
.. But with f"cl> worda Ibat are but roted," &c. 

Thil phrafeology wa. iotroduced by Shak.fpeare in the firll of there 
paff,ces, fot the old play 00 whieb the third part of K. Henry VI. w 
founded. reads-As in the time of death. The word as h aa been rub. 
flituted for 'Wbich by the modern editotl in the panage before us. 

MALONE. 
, -ptrf.,.", a p.rt 

Th.w h"fl •• t , •• , Iltf.,...' Our author i . fiil! rhinking of hi. 
theatre.Cominiushas jufi laid,tome, come, w<:Jlpr""/,t YOu.MA LO N E . 

I Which quired with",} d,u .. ,) Whi h fuytd in concert with my 
4rom. JOHNSON. 

,. T,nt ill my .,l>"llj-) To tlJlt is tl td, liP rtfi'~n". JOHNSON. 

That 
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lfha hath rec.:iv'd an alms! 1 will nof do't: 
tell I furceafe to honour mine own truth l, 
And, by my body's aeiion, teach my mind 
A moll: inherent bafenefs~ 

1'11/. At thy choi~e then: 
To beg of thee, it is my more dilbonour. 
Than thou of them. Come all to ruin; let 
Thy mother rather feel thy pride, than fear 
Thy dangerous ftoutnefs 4; fOr I mock at peath 
With as big heart as thou. Do as thou lift. 
Thy valiantnefs was mine, thou fuck'dft it from me; 
But owe thy prideS thyfelf. 

Cor. Pray, becontetlt; 
Mother, I am going to the market-place; 
Chide me no more. I'll mountebank their loves, 
Cog their heart:; from them, and come home belov'a 
Of aU the trades in Rome. Look, I am going: 
Commend me to my wiie. I'll return conful ~ 
Or never truft to what my tongue tan do 
l' the way of flat ery, further.' 

Po:. Do yo ill. [E¥it. 
Com. , the tribunes do attend you: -arm )'ourfelf 

~""'Qjl~r 'Ilildly; for they are prepar'd 
~¥.i.th accufations, as I hear, more firong 
Than are npon you yet. • 

Cor. The word is, mildly:-Pray you, let us go: 
Let them accufe me by invention, 1 • 
Will anfwer in mine honour. 

Men. Ay, but mildly. 
Cor. Well, mildly be it then; mildly. [EX,"lft~ ., 

, - tD bon,ur ",illt own truth.] 
n .... 7~ t i 1-'.1>." ,u"'X"'" "'''';'''1'/. Pythagoras. ]OIlMIOK. 

4 --Itt , 
'ThJ morh.r rath .. fttl thl pritl" than (tar 
'Thy tlanEt'DUI floutn'll; J This i. obreure. Perhap', the mean •• 

Co, d. thJ _jl; fit 1Ife rath.r fttl tb. utmof~ e""e",i" (I:at thy p,ill. 
un brinE "pon UI, t'ban I;.", tb", in fear if tbJ dangu.", ~bfli"arl' 

JOH 'UOIf; 
See Vol. IV. S But owe thJ pridt-] That is, Dwn thy pride. 

p. 473, n. 7· MALONE. 

R2 SCENE 

) 
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CJ'be Jaml. Cf'he Forum. 
Enftr SICI!UUS, ana' Ba.UTtfS" 

Bru. In this point charge him home, that he afFea 
T yrannical power: If he evade us there. 
Inforce him with his envy to the people; 
And that the fpoil, got on the Antiatef. 
Was ne'er diftributed.-

Enur an lEdile. 
What, will he come? 

.JEd. He's coming. 
Eru. How accompanied? 
.IEa'. With old Meneniu8, and thofe fenators 

That always favour'd him. 
Sic. Have you a catalogue 

Of all the voices that we have pr«ur'd, 
Set down by the poll ? 

.JEd. 1 have : 'tis ready, 
. Sic, Have you colleCted them. by trib •• 

.£d. I have. ,-, -. 
Sic. Afi'emble prefently the people hither:' - . . .. 

And when they hear me fay, It /hail be fo r; 

l' the right and Jlrengtb 0' the common!, be it either 
For death, for fine , or banifhment. then let them, 
1£ I fay, fine, crY.Jim; if death, cry d,alh ; 
Infilling on the old prerogative 
And poweri' the truth 0' the caufe 6. 

• • .J£d. I !hall inform them. 
Erl/. And when fuch time they have begun to cry, 

Let them not ceafe, but with a din confus'd 
1 nforce the prefent execution 
Of what we chance to fentence • 

.-Ed . . Very well. 
Sic. Make them be ftrong, and ready for this hint, 

,6 _ i' tb. 'ruth 0' ,b ••• uf •. ] This is not very c;1fily \lIlclcrftood. We 
'Rl"ht rcad: 

- g'er Ib, ITlllh of ,b. c".f', ] OIll<I ON, 

Whea 
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CORIOLANUS ' 
• 

Wh~n we !hall hap to give't trtem. 
Bru. Go about It.- [Exit 1Edi1~. 

put him to choler firaight: He hatb een us'd 
Ever to con ucr, and to hi e his worth 
Of contradicuon 7: Being once chard, he .cannot 
Be rein'd again to temperance'; then he [1' II S 

What's in his heart; and that is there, hleb lookJ 
With us to break his neck II. 

Enter CORIOLANUS, MEN BNI US, COMINI US, Senatori~ 
and Patricians. 

S ic. Well, here he c~mes. 
Mm, Calmly, do befeech you. 
Cor. Ay, as an oiller, that for the poorefl piece 

Will bear the knave by the volume' .-The honour'dgocLI 
Keep Rome in fafety, and the chairs of jufiicc 
Supply'd with worthy men! plant love among ull 
Throng our large tempi s S with the: fuew$ of peace, 
.,\nd not our flreets WitJl war 1 

J. Sin. Amen amen! 
Metz. A no I' ilh. 

~ - .. ~ I. !J1I'1" bis worth 
. '? Of , •• lratii8ion:] The modUli editoH ( .. bnitute~ 'IV."; but tilt 
old copy re.d. 'W.rlh, which is certainly right. He haa been ured t.l 
have hi. "".rrh, or (a. we Jhould noW (ay) hisl" •• JUJlrlh of conttil-
diaion; his full quota or proportion. So, In .. uti JMli11 : 

"- You toke your ~II1IJwmh [ofneepJ now." MALOIIK. 
• B. rein'd agll;. I. temperil .. ce IJ Our poet {eem. to hue tlken 

(e.er.l of hi. im'IlCJ (rom the old pillelllti. In the new edition of l.f. 
land" C.lltRan,a, Vol. IV, p. 190, Ibe virtue '''"1'''11.'' i.a r prrCnted 
.' holding in hyr haund a bilt oj •• b.'ft." To," 1.1'1'. 

51 - ti1hicb I.oh • 
Wilh II. I. bred hit .tel .] To fool i. to 'Wail or ,,,p.H. Th. 

fenrc I believe ii, 1Ph" h, bat j" hi. Marl i. waiting there I, b.1p M. " 
ilrtal hi. "td. JOHN.ON. 

I WIll b.ar Ib, b".,. by Ih. <tJ.fumt,] I, e. would bear being c311ed a 
knlve .. often II would /ill out a volume. 5TltKvKII •• 

~ Throng .w,.lart. IIJf/ ,.,-] Th6- old copy readl-'Tbr."zb our, "c. The emendation was made by Mr. Theobald. , 
The /ht'UJ. oj,."" are. multitude of people pucCl"ly .rrembled, e.tber 

to bear t.he determination of nuCe., or (or other purpore' of civil 80-
lU ~nt. MIoLOJ! I. 

R."tnllr 

/ 
) 



c .0 It I 0 LAN U S; 

R:-ent.lr h:dik, 'With Citi:z:enl. 

Sit. Draw near, ye people • 
./Ed. Lift to your tribunes; audience: Peace, I fay 
Cor. Firft, hear me fpeak. 
Both'1ri. Well, fay.- Peace, ho. 
Cor. ShaH l be charg'd no further than this prefent? 

Muft all determine here 1 
Sic. I do del1).and, 

If you fubmit you to theleo~le's voices~ 
Allow their officers, an are content 
To fulfer lawful cenfure for fuch f6ults 
As fhall be prov'd upon you t 

Cor. I am content. 
Men. Lo, citizens, he fays, he is content ~ 

'The warlike fervice he has done, confider; 
'Think upon the wounds his body bears, 
Which {hew like graves i' the huly church-yard. 

COl', Scratches with briars, fears to move laughtel 
only. 

Mm. Confider further, 
That when he fpeaks not like a citizen, 
You lind him like a foldier: Do not take 
His rougher ac~ents J fO,r malicious founds. ' 
But, as I fay, fuch as become a foldier, 
Rather than envy ~vou 4, 

Com, Well, well, no more. 
Cor. What is the matter, 

That being pall for conful with full voice, 
~ I am fodifuonour'd, that the very hour 

You take it olf again t 
, Sic. Anfwer to us. 
Cor. Say then: ,tis true, I ought fo. 
~ ',. We charge you, that you have contriv'd to take 

1 Hi, r.wgLu accentl-] The old copy read_SialJl. Theobald made 
the change. STEEVENS. 

Hi. rougher ""tat, are the h.rIh ttr., that he \I{es. MALON E • 

.. Ratb" tban envy yo •• ] Rather than ill)port ill will 10 you. Self 
J. 42., no 1. MALOl<J, ~ 

FrODI 
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CO R I 0 L AN U S. 
From Rome all fearon' d office 5 and to l. ind 
Yourfelf into a power tyrannical; 
For which, you are a traitor to the peopl • 

Cor. How! Traitor? 
Mm. Nay; temperately: Your promife. 
CI>r. The fires i' the loweft hell fold in th people! 

Call me t4eir traitor !-Thou injurious tribune! 
Within thine eyes fat twenty thoufand deaths, 
In thy hands clutch'd as many millions, in 
Thy lying tongue both numbers, I would fay, 
Thou liefl:, unto thee, with a voice as free 
As I do pray the gods. , 

Sic. Mark you this, people? 
Cit. To the rock, to the rock with hlm! 
-Sic. Peace. • 

We need not put new matter to his charge: 
What you have feen him do. and heard him (peak, 
Beating your officers, cMtng yourfelves, 
Oppding laws with firokes, and here defying 
Thore whofe gre; power muft try him; even this. 
So criminal . in fuch capital kind 
D.~I;:~y,.e i extremcft death • 

.JJru.- But f1nce he hath 
,,"t!lv'd \¥ell for Rome,-

Cor. What do you prate of fervice P 
JJru . I talk of that, that knpw it. • 
Cor. You 1 
Men. I s this the promife that you made your mother 1 
Com. Know, I prayyou,-
Cor. I'll know no further: 

Let them pronounce the fteep Tarpeian death. 
Vagabond exile, flaying; Pent to linger 
:But with a grain a day, I would not buy 
Their mercy at the price of one fair word; 
Nor check my courage for what they can give, 
To have't with faying, Good morrow. 

Sic. For that he has 

s - ftl'f'~'d .ji«,-J AI! .!!ill fJahrtJhtd and /itt/,d by time, Mel 
f1.~e familiar to the people bl10ng ufo. lo/uIiON. 

R + (As 



· ' e 0 RIO LAN U S~ 

(As much as in,himlies) from time tD time 
Envy'd againll: the peol'l ,feeking means 
To pluck aytay their power; as no~ a 1afi:1 
Given hoilile Il:rokes, and that not in ~he prefence~ 
Of dreaded jull:ice, but on the minill:ers 
That do dillribute it; In the name 0' the people. I 
And in the power of us the tribunes, we, 
Even from this inftant, banifu him our city ; 
In peril of precipitation ' 
From off the rock Tarpeian, never more . 
To enter our Rome gates: I' the people's name, 
I fay, it /hall be fo. 

Cit. It /hall be fo, it /hall be [ef; let him away: 
He's bani!h'd, and it iball be fo. 

Com. Hear me, mymall:ers, and my common friends ; .... 
Sic. He's fentenc'q: no more hearing. 
Com. Let me fpeak : 

I have been confuI, and can lhew from Rome!). 
Her enemies' marks u~n me. I do love 
My country's good, WIth a refpeCt more , ender, 
More holy, and profound, than ljljne ow~ life. 

r. lnvy'd I1gllinflth, p.qplt.] i. e. behaved with fogns of hatred- to 
,eople. STltXvXNS . .,a. ... _ 

7 _ as "0'" Iltlaft,] ad rather! 
_hasno,lJl1tlafl. JOHN SO N. 

I am not certain but hat .s, in this in/lance, bas the power of 1M 

'WIll as. The fame mode of expreffion 1 have met with among our 
ancient writ~rs. STEXVJ:N •• 

• - "ot in tb. frtfonrtl Not /lands again for not only. ]OlfNSON. 
lr.i. thus u(ed In the Nt'W 'T tj/a",.nt, I T heff. iv. 8 • 

• " He therefore that de(pi(eth, defpifeth "ot man but God, &c." 
STJ:XV"'.,. 

, - "ftJ Cll" /b.w from R."".-] He either means, that hi. wounclc 
ere got 001 of Rome, in th. caUr6 of hi. country, or that they me

diately were derived {rom Rome, by hi. atHng in conformity to the 
orders of the fta~e. Mr. Theobald reads-fo, Rome; and (opport& 
Jais emendation by thefe p.trlges : 

" To banilh him that Il:ruck more blo 'fo, Rame," &c. 
Alain: 

.. Good mu! the wounds that he does bear fo, Rome.-.'· 
A LOJ(J: . 

My 



COR I 0 LAN U S; 
My dear wife's eftimate I , her womb's int:re..u • 
And treafute of my loins: then if I would 
Speak that-

Sic. We know your drift: Speak what? 
Bru. There's no more to be faid, but he is banilh:d, 

As enemy to the people, and his country: 
It ./hall be fo. 

Cit. It {hall be fo, it {hall be fo. 
Cor. You common, cry of curs"! whofe breath I bat~ 

As reek 0' the rotten fens, wllofe loves I prize 
.as the dead carcaffes of unburied men 
That do corrupt my air, I bani./h you 1 ; 

And here remain with your uncertainty ! 
I,et every feeble rumour {hake/our hearts I 
Your enemies, with nodding 0 their plume., 
Fan yOQ into defpair! Have the power ftill 
To bani{h your defenders: till at length , 
Your ignorance, (which~nds not, till it feels 4,) 

Making 

1 Mj-dear 'Wift'~ i",alt,~~ {Ioye my country beyond the rate ~t 
which I"aluv:, .. ,ar'''ij'' JOKNSON • 

. ~_rn:'.Ij1,~ loa cry .f rurs!] (.r7 here lisnilie. a troop or p«rl. So, 
... a fub(equent (cene in this play: 
.'-' "-You have made good work, 

c: You, and your cry. n 

Aglin, in 'Tb. 'T 'W' N oble Ki.f", .. , by Fletcher, 1634 : 
.. I could have kept a hawk, and well hlfl-e holla'd 
" To adeep try of dog', " MALONl!. 

3 1 ianifh y.u;] 50, in Lilly" Anat.",) of Tnt, J S80 I .. When It 
waa caft jn D,ogenes' teeth that the 5inopenetci had bulfl;ed him Pon-
tus, yea, raid he, I th.m." MALONE. ' 

4 _ H,,,,,, tb. po,,,:tT flil! 
'To banijh your d.fenders; till, dt1tnlth, 
ro .. ~ ignoranrt. (wbich fi~d. 1Iot, till It fuls,) &c.] Still r.tain Il;. 

lO'Wtr of banijhinlJou, def.ndtTI, till your undijce,ninl f_IIy, 'Wbich CI'" 

fOrtf .. no rlnf.quenets, I.a". non. ill th. rity but } 9ur/tl",,,, 'Wbo afl 
alwaJl Icb ... ,inlyour OfQj n dtftroE1i.". 

It i. remarkable, that, amoni the political maxim. of the (pecul.
ti •• Harrington, there is one which he might have borrowed ((om this 
(peech. 'The plOple, fays he, cannot ftt, but t/:lt] ran f.d. It i, not 
much to the honour of tbe people, that they have the r.me character of 
tupidhr frclm tbeirc.IIemy and thlir friend. Such wu the power orOut 

autbolll', 



( 8 e 0 RI O I, A U S. 
Making not re[orvatio\l of yourfeh'cs 
(Still your own foes,) deTlver you, as moll 
Abated captives', to [orne nation 
That won you without blows! Defpifing, 
For,vou, the city, thus I turn my back; 
Thei~ is a world elfewhere. 

[Exeunt CORIOLANUS, COMINrus. MENI_ 
N I vs, Senators, and Patricians • 

.lEd. The people's enemy is gone, is gone! 
Cit. Our enemy is banilh'd! he is gone! Hoo! hoo! 

[9"'he peoplt jhout, and throw up their raps. 
Sic. Go, fee him out at gates, and follow him, 

A s he hath follow'l,i you, with all"de::-pight; . 

authour" mind, that he looked through life in aU itt relations privat& 
and civil. JOHNSO N . 

"The people, (to ufe the comment of my friend Dr. Kearney, in hi. 
ingenious L EC'I'trR "1 ON HItTOR Y, quarto, J 175,) cannot nicely 
(cru tinif. erron in governmer1t, but the)l are roufed D)' galling opprcf
fion,"-Coriolanus , however, means to fpeale. nill mor. cont.m~tuoull y 
of their judgment. Your ignorance is fucb, that you c.n:'IOt fee the mif
chiefs likely to refult fro m )'our alHons,; till you 'lually e"'perien,e the 
ill eft"lb of them.- Innead, bowever, of I, Mak. 'hqt !'Cfenation of 
yourfe!ve,," which is the reading of the old copy, an - Dr. John-
~n .ery rightly explainl, IttWing non. In t •• (ity b.t yotS, • 
llodoubt tb.r we Ibould read, as I have printed, .. Making not refervWIlllo _ _ 
of yourfdves," wbich agree~ with the fubfequent words...," illll your 
own foes," and with the general purport of the fpecch ; which ;" to thew 
th at the folly of the peo'ple WIS fuch as was likely to deO:roy the whole 
ofthe republiek witbo~t any refer.ation, notonly othus, b.t _ •• th"". 
It/v", and to fubjugate them os abated captioes to fome honile IIation. 
Jf. according to the old copy. tbe people have the prudence to rr.akc 
ref.rvation of themfelvel, while tbey are dellroying their't<luntry, they 
cannot with any propriety be faid to be in Ihat refpea .. flill thti, II'W" 
1m." Thefe words therefore deciGvely fupport the emendation now 
made. 

How often bllt and not have been confounded in there plays, has al. 
ready been frequently obferved. In thi. very play bllt bas been printed, 
in a former fcene, inltead of ".t. and tbe latter word fubilltuted in a1! 
the modern editions. ea p. 308, n. 8. MALONE. 

5 Abated ,al'ti'fm. ) Abattd j drJeaed, fubdued, deprelTed in fpirits. 
So, inC'III1!lIs, 1604, by Lord Sterline: 

" To advance the humble, and abaft the proud." i. e. 
P6rttrt {"bjtE1i, ,t debellare !"/,,,h. ,. 

Ab.ttd h .. tfie fame power as the French ahlm". STEEl""I. 
Sec Vol. 111. P 3"4. n.:t. MALONE. 

Givo 

.' 



COR I 0 L A N U 5: sst 
Give him deferv'd vexation. L t!t a guarti" 

,. Attend us through the city. 
Cit . Come, come, let us fee him out atgate.~; c:ome:

The gods preferve our noble tribunes I-Come. [Eo 7 -
·A C T IV. se E N E I. 

CJ"he Jame. Before a Gatt of the City. 

ElIftr C ORIOLANUS, VOLUMN IA , VIRCILIA, ME. -
NI us, COMINI us, and JM/tra/young Patricianl . 

Cor. Come, leave your than; a hrieffv-ewel ;- the bcaft 
With many heads butts me away.-NIlY, mother, 
Where is your ::ncient courage? you were us'd 
'1'0 fay, extremities were the trier of fpirits; 
That common chances common men could bear; 
Th~t, when the fea was c 1m, all boats alike 
Shew'd mafierlhip in floating: fortune's blows, 
When moll ftruck home, ~eing gentle wounded, craves 
A noble cunnin~~. ; you were us'~ to .lo~d me 
With prec~\3'.s, that would make InvincIble 
'l'l-:.~.=,,~.: lh:ft conn'd them. 

rh·. 0 heavens! 0 heavens ! 
Cor. Nay, J pr'ythee, woman,-
Yol. Now the red pefiilenc:e ftrike all trades in Rome. 

And occupatio1ls pt'Tilh ! 
Cor. What, what, what! 

II _ (.rt." ,', blllulI, • 
111, ••• Dft ftrfid h .... 6,i.Z , •• tl. Ulllfi"J,tl. lr..,m 
A "Dhlt eMuint:] This il the ancient and authentick readin,. The 

. odun edieon haYe, for t,./I. ""ontl,tl, lilenuy {ublHtuted t'fi/Iy 
' .. Jlml.tl, and Dr. Warburton has explained lllf/{)r by nobly. It il good 
to be lure of our authour', word, before We So about to explain their 
meanin,. 

T he {enfe ii, When Fortune Ihikeo her hardell bloWI, to be wound
ed, and yet continue calm. rt'luireo a generoul policy, He caUl thl. 
calmne{s t"".i"t, becaure it i, the eliea of reA.tlion ,nd phil {oplly. 
Perh'aps the lirft emotionl of nature are ne.rl) uniform, and one mall 
dillen from anothor in the power of codunn,., as he ;1 berter re IIlaled 
" 1 precept and inIhllQion.-
• 'Ihty bm •• hmer, oMt thl] /,ft . , ",til. JOH )1101<. 

I fuall 



Ai % COR lOr. A NUS": 
,.. I {hall be lov'd:w:hen I m lack'd. Nay, mothet" 

ReflllIle that fpirit. when you were wont to fay, 
!f you had been the wife of H('rcules, 
t:'IC of his labours you'd have done, and fav'd 
Yo:. _- hutband fo muchfweat.-Cominius, 
Droop not; adieu :-Farewel, my wife! my mother t 
I'll do well yet.-Thou old and true Menenius, 
Thy tears are falter than a younger man's, 
And venompus to thine eyes -My fometime.generaJ 
I have feen thee ftern, and"thou haft oft beheld 
Heart-hard'ning fpedacles; tell thefe fad women, 
'Tis fond 7 to wail inevitable ftwlkes, 
As 'tis to laugh at them.-My mother, you wot well, 
My hazards Hill have been your folace ; and 
Believe't not lightly, (though 1 go alone, 
Like to a lonely dragon, that his fen 
Makes fear'd, and talk'd of more than feen,) your (0. 
Will. or exceed the common, or be caught 
With cautelous baits and praCtice I. 

1"0/. My firft {Gn Il, 
Whither wilt thou go? Take good Comi- ;us 
Wit.~ thee a while: Determine on fame cO\'n:· . 
More than a wild expofrure to each chance' • 
'That ftartS i' the way before thee~ 

Cor. 0 the gods! 
Com. I'll folio'" thee a monthrdevife with the 

Where thou {halt rell:, that thou may'll: hear of uSf 
And we of thee: fa, if the time thrull: forth 
A caufe for thy repeal, we !hall not fend 
O'er the vall: world, to feek a fingle man; 
And lofe advantage, which doth ever cool, 

, "Ii./ •• t!_] i. e. fool.ilh. STIJ:VItN'. 
8 _ ca,ml ... baill a.t! prllOict.] By I1tM and ralfc triclc., ani 

maCoo. TOHN.ON . 

II MJ lirltfo •• l i. e. noblclt , aodmofr eaUocntof meo. WA&B. 
The author of the Rt<fJijol would read: 

1I~ liercefo". STKILV&NI. 

1 M ... tban " wilt! eltpo/ture to tlub d,uc-l I know not whethe:; 
the word cxp.J1urt be found in aDY other alit • If Aot, I /houl. in-
dine to read tx;oja". MAL 0 1:. 

r the 



COR. I 0 LAN U S. 
II the abfence of the needer. \ _ -/ 

C.r. Fareye well:-
Thou haft years upon thee; and thOll art too fun 
Of the war's furfeits. to $'0 rove wiilione 
That's yet unbruis'd: bnng me but out at gate._ 
Come, my fweet wife, my deareft mother. and 
My friends of noble touch". when I am forth. 
Bid me farewel, and fmile. I pray you, coare. 
While I remain above the ground, you fhall 
Hear from me frill; and never of me aught 
Bllt what is like me formerly. 

Mm. That's worthily 
\As any ear can hear.-Coh'le.let's not wcc}I.
l f I could fhake olf but one feven years 
From thefe old arms and legs, by the good gods, 
l'd with thee every foot. 

Cor. Give me thy hand:-Come. [EXIIl1l1~ 

S C F! NEIl. 
crhl/aml. .A trill ntar Ilu GIlU. 

Enttr SIC .I. IV5. BR.UTUS. an' 1111 £t/il,. 

Sic. Rid 'iem all home. he's gone. and we'll no fUr~ 
ther.-

T he nobility are vex'd. who. we fee. have nded 
In hi s behalf. 

Bra. No v we have fuewn our power. • 
Let us feem humbler a er it is done. 
Than when it was a doing. 

Sic. Bid them home: 
Say . their great enemy is gone, :md they 
S land in their ancient firength. 

Bru. Difmifs them home. [Exit .tEditc. 
Enltr VOLUMNlA. VlII.GlLlA, ",,,iMIIUJUV" 

HCTe comes his mother. 
Sic. Let'. not meet her. 

" My f,itna. of floilll •• ,b,] i. e. o(true met&! unallly'd. MCLlpbo. 
takw from trl iDS colel lin the to thltoni' W A &I u a TOH. 

R,..· 



COR I 0 L A N U ~.' 

Bru. Why 
Sic. They (ny, {he's mad. 

1 Bru. They have ta'en note of us: 
~~~ep on your way. 

~1. 0, you're well met: The hoarded plague o'the 
gods 

Requite your love! 
Men. 1;'eaee, peace; be not {i loud. 
Yolo It that I eonld for weepillg , you Ihouldhear -

Nay, and you fhall hear fome.-Will you be gone? f 
[to Brutusi 

Yir. You fhall f'l:ay tva : rtf Sicin.] I would, I had; 
the power 

To fay fo to my hu£band. 
Sic, Are you mankind? 
1'01. Ay, fool; Is that a fhame ?- Note but this fool • .....:. 

Was not a man my father 3? Hadft thou foxfl1ip 4 

To banilh him that ftruck moh blows for Rome, 
Than thou hall: (poken words? 

Sic. ° bleifed heavens ! f 
1'01. More noble blows, than ever thou wife words ; 

And for Rome's good.- I'll tell thee what ;-Yet go:-
r .. 

3 Sic. Ar. Y DU mankind? 
V ul • .4y, f ool ; I s that a jbam. ?-Nott bllt tbi, fo,J.-

, W!lS n,t a man my ftt'.r rJ The word m"d .. d Is ufed malid· 
ouny by the lirft fp .. ker, and taken perverfely by the fecond. A man
i i.d woman is a woman with the roughnefs of a man, and, in an ag. 
r;ravated fen f., a woman ferocious, violent, and eager to /hed blood. 
I n this (cnfe Sicinius Ilks Volumni., if /he be mankind. She taltoa 
"""nkina for a human creature, and accordingly eriel oat: 

- - Not. but tbis/oDI.
Wathot"man my/ather! JOHi-ISOM. 

SO, JonCon, in the SU.nt WoV/all .: 
.. 0 mankind generation I" 

Shakefpeare himCelf, in the Willter's "fait: 
.. - - a manMnd witch .... 

Fairfax, in his tr.nOation of"f"ffi' 
.. See, fee this m"di"d ftrumpet; f~e, /he ery'd. 
" Thi. /hamelefa whore.'i STEEVENS. 

See Vol. IV. p. 16,., n. , . MA LONE . 

4 Had) ,bOil / ' xjbip, &c.l li.dC; thou, fool as thoa Ut, mean CUll_ 

a in, enough tQ bani{h Coriolanus ~ jail 1'150 )1. 

Nay, 



ay, but thou lhalt fray too:- w fan 
Were in Arabia, and thy tribe be are hun, 
His good fw?rd in his hand. 

Sic. What then 1 
Fir . What then ( 

He'd make an end of thy pollerity. 
1"01. Baftards, and all.-

Good man, the wounds that he does bear for Rome! 
Mm. Come, come, peace. 
Sic. I would he had continu'd to his country. 

As he began; and not unknit himfelf 
The noble knot he made. 

Em. I would he had." 
1"01. I would he had? 'Twas you incens'd the rabble: 
ats, that can judge as fitly of his worth, 

• As I can of thofe myfteries which heaven 
Will not have earth to know. 

Eru. Pray, let us go. 
1"01. Now, pray, jir, get you gone: 

You have done a brave deed. Ere you go, hear this: 
As far as doth the Capito. exceed 
The meaneft houfc in Rome; fo far, my fan, 
(This lady' s aatband here, this, do you fee,) 
Whom you have bani!h'd, does exceed you all. 

Eru. Well, well, we'll leave you. 
Sic. Why flay we to be baited 

W ith one that wants her wits ? 
1"01. Take my prayers with you.-

• 

I would the gods had nothing eire to do, 
[Extunt Tribull~ ~ 

But t9 confirm my cutfes! Could I meet them 
But once a day, it would unclog my heart 
Of what lies heavy to't. 

AIm. You have told them home'. 
And, by my troth, you have caufe. You'll fup with me l 
r Yol. Anger's my meat; I fup upon myfelf, 
~n<1!o !hall ftarve with feeding.-Come, let's go: 

/ 
, _ rou b.", told tb""l<>"",] So .gain, in thi . play I 

~, 1 CaJ1/lot {peak him bome." MA LO/< & . 

Leaye 



,#)6 0 RIO LAN U S. 
Leave thi~ fa ~v: ~and lamtfut as I do, 
In anger, Juno-h e. orne, come, come. 

en. FIe, fie, fie! [Exeunt~. l\ 

seE NEllI. 
A Highway 'lltwwz Rome and Antiurn. 

Enter a Roman, and a Vo1ce, muting. 

Rom. I know you well, fir, and you know me: your ( 
. ame, I think, is Adrian. . 

1'01. J t is fo, fir: truly, I have forgot you. 
Rom. I am a Roman; and mr fervices are, as you are, iJ 

againfl: them: Know you me yet i II 
Yo!. Nicanor 1 No. 
R om. The fame, fir . ., 
1701. You had more beard, when I Iaft raw you; but 

your favour is well appear'd b, your to:1gue 6 . What's 
the news in Rome 1 I have a note from the Volcian Jl:ate, 
to lind you out there: You have well faved me a day's 
journey. j 

Rom. There hath been in l{ome ftrange infurreaion: 
the people againft the fenators, patricians, and nobles. 

Fol. Hath been! Is it ended then? Our' {tate thinks 
not fo; they are in a moft warlike preparatio:l, and hope 
to come upon them in the heat of thei,.J ivifion . 

Rom. The m-a~.n blaze of it is pall, but a fmall thing 
would make it Harne again. For the nobles receive fo to 
keart the banilhment of that worthy Coriolar..u~ , that 

• (i _ but your /o'UOur;' 'Wtll appear'd by y •• r tongu •• ] Dr. Johnron 
... ould tead aifear'd, " i. e. ftre ngthened, attefted." Jf there be an, 
corruption in the old copy, perhaps it ralher i. in a preceding word . Our 
authour might have written-your favour b., well oppear'd by your 
tongue: but the old text may, in Shalofpeare's licentious dialea. be 
right. Your favour i; f~lly ",anifefted, or rtndertd appllrtnt, by yOIlC' 
~ngue. MALONE. 

1 would read: 
rDMr /"''''.''' i, 'Well approy'd by y.ur to"!,, •• 

i. e. your tongue ftrengthen. the evidence of your f .. ce. , 
80, in Hamltt, fc . i : 

IJ That, if again this app·orition come, 
.. He may "f pr."'t our .ycs, and Cptakt it," STIKVltN'. 

tkey 



tS7 
they are ina ripe aptners, to .. power from the 
people, and to pluck from them their tribunes for ev r . 
This lies glowing, I can tell you, and is almoft matI! 
for the violent breaking out. 

1'0/. Coriolanus banilb'd 1 
R om. Bani!h'd, fir. 
1'0/. You will be welcome with this intelligence, Ni. 

Clnor. 
Rom. The day rerves well for them now. I have heard 

it raid, The ntteft time to corrupt a man's wife, is when 
!he's fallen out with her hulb:md. Your noble Tullu$ 
Aufidius will appear welJ.in thefe wars, his great oppofer 
Coriolanus being now in no requefr of his country. 

rat. He cannot choofe. I am moll: fortunate, thus ac
.ci.fentally to encounter you: You have ended my bufl-
nefs, and I will merrily accompany you home. 

R om . I !hall, between this and fupper, tell you muft 
firange things from Rome'; all tending to the good of 
their adverfaries. Have you an army ready, fay you 1 

r of. A molt royal on\: the centurions, and their 
t:harges , dill:incUy billeted, already in the entertainment 7, 

and to be on foot at an hour's warning. 
Rom. I am'joyful to hear of their readinefs, and all) 

the man, I think, that {hall fet them in prefent aaion. 
So, fir, heartily well met, and moll: glad of your com-
pany. • 

1'01. You take my part froq1 me, fir; I have the moft 
caufe to be glad of yours. 

Rom. Well, let us go together. [EXtll11!. 

seE N E IV. 
Antium. Bifort Aufidius' s Haufe. 

EI/IN" CO R 10L A NU 5, in mean apparel, difgujJ'd, a'l'muffie/. 

f or. A goodly city is this Antium: City, 

.~ alrtady in tb~ t~ltrtainmtnl,J That is, tho~&h not .Clually:m. 
camped, yet already In pay. To tDttrtllin an army II to take til 1m JDto 
p.y. Jail N so • 

See Vol. I. p. 109, n. J. MA1.0r&. 

VO~ VII. S 'Ti, 



z;!f 
'Tis I that made y (fows; many an heir I. 14 

thefe fair edifices 'fore my Wa! S ~ 
ave 1 heard groan, and drop: then know me not; 

L '\ that thy wives with {pits, and boys with f1:ones. 
Enter a Citizen. 

In puny battle lIay me.-Save you, fir. 
Cit. And you. 
Cor. Direct me, ifit be your will, 

Where great Aufidius lies: Is he in Antium ? } 
Cil. He is, and fealls the nobles of the ftate. 

At his howe this night. 
Cor. Which is his houfe, 'befee(:h you? 
Cit. This, here, before you. 
Cor. Thank you, fir; farewel. [Exit Citize~ .. 

0, world, thy llippery turns 9 ! Friends now faft fworn, 
Whofe double bo[om~ feem to wear one heart, 
Whore hours, whore bed, whor~ meal, and exercife. 
Are ftill together, who twin, jlS 'twere, in love I, 

I Ur-reparable, 

8 Many en htir, &:c.] I once thought th.t boir rright Dle.n here 
pojJtjfor j (So Shakfpeare ufes t<) i.b,,;t in the fcnfe (fto poflHs j) but 
Imr J now think is ufed in it. ordinary lignification, for pre(umpth'C 
{uccdTur, So, in Aa v, (c. "II. 

U And patien t fools, 
.. WllOfe cbildrt. he hath fIJin, their bafe throats lur, 
" With givi ng-him glory," 

The words of Aufidius in the (arne (cene may (upport e:ther inter
pretation : 

, " - Though in this city he, 
" Hath wldow'd and "ncbiM.d many a one,- ", M AL ON!:_ 

9 0, -world, thy flip'try turn, I .!cc,] This line piaure of commDn 
friendlb ips, is an artful intrDdultion tD the (udden league, wbich the 
pDet made him enter into with Aulidius, aod no IcC. artful an apology 
for bi . commencing enemy to Rome, WAR BUR TON. 

I ,"bo/t bou", qvboj. btd, -whojt mtal, D.d <x"ciJt, 
Art j/ill t.tt/b" , who t .... in, '" 'twtre, in 1011',] Our author , ~as 

again u(ed this verb in Olbtllo : 
" And be that i. approv'd in thi s offe!>ce, 
., Though he had Iwi .. ·d with me,-" &:c, 

P .rt of this defcrip tion naturally reminds us of rbe following line< iii 
A Mid!"tnmtr N Ight's Drtllm : 

" We, Hermia, l ike two artificial gods, 
" Have with our neelds created both onc lIower. 

., Botla . ( 



Unfeparlble, !hall within this hour, 
On a dilfention of a doit, break out, 
To bittereft enmity: So, felIell foes, 
Whore pallions and whofe plots hav!: broke their Ile .. 
To take the one the other, by rome ch nee, 
Some trick not worth an egg, !hall grow dear friends, 
And intcrjoin their iifues . So-with me :-
My birth-place hate I~, and my love' s upon 
This enemy town.-I'll enter: if he Ilay me, 
He does fair juftice; if he give me way, 
I'll do his country fervice. [Exit .. 

• 
seE NEV. 

crhefome. A Hall in Aulidius's HOllfi. 

MUjiCR 'Within. Ellter a Servant. 

J . Servo Wine, wine,"wine! What Cervice is here! 
I think our fellows are alleep. [Exll. 

Enter d~ther Serva1lt. 

2. Serv . Where' ;, Cotus? my mafier 
Cotus ! • 

E1I/er CORIOLANV S. 

calls for him. 
[Exit. 

Cor. A goodly houfe: The feall Cmells well: but I 
Appear not like a guell. 

R e-mter the firjJ S,r'll/lilt. 
1. Serv. What would you have, friend i Whence arC 

you? Here's no place for you: Pray, go to the door.' 

" Both on one (am pler, fitting on one r.ulhioD • 
• f Both warbling of one fong , both in one key' 
" As if our hands, our lid e., voicel, and mind., 
" Had been incorporate. So we grew together. 

f 
"Like to a double cherry, feeming puted i 
" But yet 3 union in partition, 

• " Two lovel y berries molded on one nem : 
" So, with two !Uff/in! hodies, hilt on. heart j 
" Two of the lirl!," &c. MAL ON E. 

~ MJ hir:h plact hate 1.) The old copy inllead of halt reads-b .... ,. 
The emendation was made by Mr. Steevens. "I'll enter," mean 
I'll enter the houre of A ufi di ll i . MA L O., E. 

5 ~ C.r. 
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Oor. I have def-erv'd DO better entertainment, 
. ing Coriolanus. 

~~ Re-tn!er flcond Ser'Vant. 

'Z.~~"'V. Whence are you, fir: Has the porter his eye~ 
in his head, that he gives entranc~ to fuch companions 3? 
Pray, get you out. 

Cor. Away! • 
z. Ser'V . Away? Get YOll away. 
Cor. Now thou art troublefome. 
2. 3er'V. Are you fo brave? I'll have YOll talk'd with) 

ano~ . 

Enter a third Ser'Van!. CJ'he jiljlmtttJ him. 
3' Serv o What fellow's this? 
I . Ser'V. A firange one as ever I look'd on: T cannot 

get him out o'the houfe; Pr'ythee, call rr.y mafier to him, 
3. Ser'V. Wh;lt have you to do nere, fellow? Pray you, 

avoid the houfe. . 
Cor. Let me but nand; I wi~ not hurt your hearth. 
3. Sef'V. What are you? 
Cor. A gentleman. 
3. s,er'V . A marvellous poor one. 
Cor. True, fa I am. 
3. Ser'V. Pray you, poor gentleman, t ake up fame 

other 'nation: here's no place for you; pray you~ <\\'oid: 
come. 

Cor . Follow your function, go, 
And batten on cold bits. [puJlm him away . 

3' Ser'V. What, will you not? Pr'ythee, tell my mailer 
_ what a ftrange gueft he has here. 

2. Servo And I lhall . 
3. Ser'V . Where dwell'ft thou? 
Cor. Under the canopy. 
3. Str'V . Und~r the canopy 1 
Cor. Ay. 
3. Ser'V. Where's that? 
Cor. I' the city of kites and crows. 

[Exit. 

i.' -

3 _ ,bat bt gins tntra." t. Jwel> companion, ?] C.",tani •• was former. 
11 ilfed in the fame fenfe as we now \l~ the word [tt""". MA LO>- • • 

, 3' Ser'll. 

.. 
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~. S~'IJ. l' the city of kites s I-What 11 
IIfs it i~ !-Then thou dwell'll WI 

Cor. No, 1 fer e not thy mailer. 
3- S,r'IJ . Ho\\', fir! Do you meddle with my mafie 
Cor . Ay; 'tis an honefter fervice, than to meddle 

with thy mifhefs : " 
Thou prat' ft, and prat'll; ferve with thy trencher, hence! 

I [beats him away_ 

Enter AUF I D I tis, and thl fi(on" S'J"'lJatrf. 

Auf. Where is this kllow? 
2. Stl·'U. Here, fir? l'd have be:lten him like a dog, 

but for di llurbing the furds within . 
Auf. Whence cornell thou 1 wht wouldell thou 1 Thy 

name 1 
Why fpeak'ft not? Speak, man: What's thy name 1 

l"nllllljJiing _ 
Not 

Cor. If, Tullus 4 , 

• 
4 117·ul/ .. , &:e.1 Thefe ~teehf' at t4ken from the following in 

fir Thomas ·orth', tranllatiu\ of PI.tarth: 
.. if thou knowell: me not yet, Tullu., and (eein" nle, doll not pet. 

hlppC. beleeoe me to be t he man 1 am in dede, 1 mult of neetlhtee 
bewraye myClife to be that 1 am. 1 am C.ius Martlul , who hlLh 
done to thy Celf particularly, and to all the Vole .. tenerolly , grelt 
h orte and miCehef, which 1 cannot denie for my (urname of Coriol,n", 
th at I beore. For I neuer had othet. benefit nor reeompence, of all the 
t rue ',ld p. ynefull (eruice 1 haue done, an Lhe extreme daunier, 1 
haue bene in, but thi s only (urname: a good memorie I nd wiene. of 
t he malice and di(pleafure thou fhouldelt bear me, In deede the name 
"Diy remaineth with me' or the relt the enuie ."d crueltie of the 
people of Rome haue taken from me, by the (u/Ferlnce 01 tLc d .rdlr 
nobilitie and magiltrates, who haue forCaken me, and let me be biDlIII
ed by the people , Thi, extremitie h3th now driuen me to come at • • 
poore (uter, to take thy chimney harthe , not of any hope 1 hlue to 
faue my life thereby. For if I bad feared death, I would not haue 
come hltber Lo haue put my life in h .. rd, but priekt forward with 
fpite and dellre I have to be reuenged of them thlt have banilhed me. 

r'-,'bom now I beginne 10 be 2uenged on , puttong my p",(one between. 
,/ !iy enemies . WhefeJolO, if thou hilt any harte to be wreeked of tbe 

I""'i',juries thy enemies halle done thee, fpede thee now, and let my mi. 
• ferie (erue thy turne, and fo v(e it. a. my (eroice maye be a beneliL to 

th~ VoIce.: promiling thee, that 1 wiU fight with beLltr lood will for 
all YOII, than eucr 1 d)'d when 1 wu a,.inft YQU, knowlDlI that tbe, 

S 3 Ii Ilt 



t6t ~ RIO LAN US. 
Not yet thou k Ct~~ and feeing me, doft not 
Think me for lhe man am, necellity 

ImanJs me name myfelf. 
111/. What is thy name? [Sen·ants rtlirt. 

Cor. A name unmufical to the Volcians' ears, 
An ~fh in found to thine. 

All!. Say, what' s thy name? 
TILOu hail: a grim appeara .• ce, and hy face 
Fears a command in't; though thy tackle's torn, 
Thou fhew'ft ·a noble velfel: What's thy name? 

Co,·. Prepare thy bruw to frQwn: Know'ft thou me 
y ... t? 

./Illf. I know thee not :-Thy name? 
Co,· . My name is Caius Marcius, who hath clone 

To thee particularly, and to all the Voltes, 
Great hurt and mifchief; thereto witnefs m:\Y 
My furname, Coriolanll ~: The painful fen·ic·c , 
The extreme danger~, and the drops ofbJo,)d 
SheJ for my thankld~ country, are requitea 
But" ith that furname; a good rtyll'lory', 
And witnefs of the malict: an d d/.pleafure 
'Vhich thou Jl10UJd'lt bear me: only that name remai ns . 
The cruelty and envy of the people, 
Permirted by our daltard nobles, who 
Have all forfoo' me, hath devour'd the Tefl ; 
And fuJfer'd me by the voioe of Jlavcs to be 
Whoop'd out of RoIte . ow, this extremitv 
H ath brought me to thy hearth; Not out or'hope, 
Miftake me not, to fave my life; for if 
1 h d fear'd death, of all the me,! i' the world 
1 would have 'voided thee: but in mere fpite, 

fight more vo li.nlly, who know lhe force of their enemie, than fuch 
as haue neuer proued it. And if it be fo tho thou dare not, and that 
thou art wearye to proue fOrtune any more, lhen am I alfo weary to 
liue any lonser. And it were no wiCdome in thee, to Caue the life p.<_ 
him, who huh bene heretofore thy mort all ene:nie, and whoCe Ceru· ce 
now Can nothing helpe nor pleaCure thee." ST \'u«. : 

5 - agocdmemory,] The O xford ed [or, not knowing that me ... ry . 
WJ S u(c:d :It that time: for mtlllo';IJI, .hers it to memo, • ." . JOH S SO N . 

~ee the precedin!: note, and Vol. 11J. p. 146, n. 7. MALOI"':. 
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'Tv be full quit of thofe my banilh..,e;,;,r_-r 
Stand 1 before thee here. Then 1 t ou haft 
A heart of wreak in thee 6, that wilt revenge 
Thine own particular wrongs, and ftop thole maims 
Of Ihame 7 feen through thy country, fpeed thee tlraight. 
And make my mifery ferve thy turn; 10 uli it, , 
That my revengeful fervices may prove 
As benefits to thee; for I will fi~t 
Again ft my canker'd country wfth the (pleen 
Of all the under fiends '. But iffo be 
Thou dar'ft nOt this, and that to prove more fortunes 
Thou art tir'd, then, in a word, I alfo am 
Longer to live moll: weary, aud prefent 
My throat to thee, and to thy ancient malice: 

hich not to cut, would !hew thee but a fool; 
• Since I have ever follow'd thee with hate, 

Drawn tuns of blood out of thy country's breaft. 
And c~nnot live but to thf !hame, unIefs 
It be to do thee fen·ice. 

Allf. 0 MaTcius, Marci~s, 
Ea~h word thou hall: fpok~ath weeded from my he:l.rt 

/) ./I bfarf ~f\~re ak in fh .. ,-j A heart of refentment. JON .Olf. 
IVr.d i, an ancient term for revense. So, in 'Ti,", Alfdronic .. : 

" T ake: wrtaj on Rome for this ingratitude." 
Again, in Gower, D. ConftJlion • ./IlIIantis, Lib. V. fol. 831 

" She faitb tbat hir felfe Ihe /bolde • 
.. Do "",r«b. with hir owne honde.'· S BEVEI'II. 

7 _ m4Jims 
Of Jhamt-] That i , difgrateful diminutions of territory. J OKIII. 

8 - 'Witb fL. /p/"n 
Of all tb. under liends. ) Shakrpeare, by imputing a thon,er deglec 

of inveteracy to fubordinate liends, feem. to intimate, and very juttl,., 
that malice of revenge i. more predominant in the lower than the upper 
c1ane. of (oeiety. Thi . circumtbnce i. repeatedly exemplified in the 
condua of Jack Cade and other heroeloftbe mob. ST EVE I . 

T i. appears to me to be relining too much. Under fiend. in thi. 

~ 
e docs not mean, a. J conceive. fiend. r_b.,dinaft, or in an i,,

"1 {Iation, but inferna/fiends. So, in K . Henry 1'1. P. I. 
,..r "Now, ye familiar (pirits, tbat are call'd 

" Out of the powerful region. ""d., earth," ke. 
In ShaH"".re', time (orne fiend I were fuppofed to Inhabit the air, 

e thers to dwell under ,round, &c. MALO ••• 

S ... AfOOt 



A root of anCle If Jupiter 
Should from yon clou peak divine things, and fat I 
~s true; I'd not believe them more than thee, 

All noble Marcius.-Let me twine 
Mine ;:>rms about that body, where againft 
¥ t glained afh an hundred times hath broke, 
And fcarr'd the moon with fplinters 9! Here I clip 
The anvil of my fword; lnd do conteft 
As hotly and as nobly wit thy love, 
As ever in ambitious ftrength I did 
Contend againft thy vaiour. Know thou lid!:, 
I lov'd the maid I marry 'd; never man 
Sigh'd truer breath'; but that tfee thee here, 
Thou noble thing! more dances my rapt heart, 
Than when I firft my wedded miftrefs faw 
Deftride my threlhold. Why, thou Mars! I teU thee, 
We have apower on foot; and I had purpofe 
Once more to hew thy target froon thy brawn , 
Or lofe mine arm fGr't: Thou haft beat me out 
Twelve feveral tim e~ ., and I htve nightly f:nce 
Dreamt of encounters 'twixt thl"lelf and me; 
We ha\re been down to~ether in my fleep, 

/ 

Unbuckling helms, lifhng each other' s throat, 
And wak'd half dead with nothing 3 , Worthy MarciuJ, 

Had 
A"d re.rr'd lb. ", •• n-].1"hu, the old copy, and, J believe, rightly. 

The modern editors re"l fear'd, that is,frigbt.ned ; a reading to which 
the follow ing line in K. Ricbard 111. certainly adds rome (upPOlt 0 

" .Ama%. the welkin \Vith your broken flave.... M" LON &, 
J _ trt'Ulrman 

• Sigh'd truer breath;) The rame expreffion is found in our author's 
Yenu. and .Adoni, : 

.. 1'Iljigb eeleni , l brtalb, whore gentle wind 
" Sh .11 cool [he heat or this derrending run." 

Again, in 'Tb. Two N.DI. Kin/m,n, by Fletch r, 1634: 
" --Lover never yet made jigb 
" Trlur tha.n] ." MALONE, 

,. - Tho" haj/ b'"1 ",. out r 
T.utl~lf''''tr.lti''' ... ] 0.1 here me.ns, I ;,e1:e,e, full, 'ompld(. 

MAL ONE; 
3 .A.d 'Wd'd half d,aJ-] U nlcfs tbe two prec-olOg lines be con

lidereJ as parenthetical, htre is noll .. r inIbn e of our luthor's coo
cludin: 



CORIOLANU ... 
Had we no other quarrei elfe to R lS'ut that 
Thou art thence bani/h'd, we would muller all 
From twelve to feventy; and, pouring war 
Into the bowels of ungrateful Rome, 
Like a bold flood o'er-beat. 0, com". go in. 
And take our friendly fenators by the hand ; 
Who now are here, taking th:~leaves of me, 
Who am prepar'd againll yourerritories, 
Though not for Rome itfelf. 

Cor. You blefs me, Gods! 
Auf. Therefore, moll abfolute lir, if thou wil t have 

The leading of thine own revenges, take 
The one half of my cOclmiffion; and fet down,
As beft thou art experienc'd, fince thou know'll 

, T hy country's ftrength.and weaknefs,-thine own ways: 
Whether to knock agamll the gates of Rome, 
Or rudely vi lit them in parts remote, 
To fright them, ere dem-oy. But come in: 
Let me commend thee lirft to thofe, that !hall 
Say> ) 'ea, to thy delires . ' thoufand welcomes ! 
And more a fnend than er an enemy; 
Yet, Marcius, that was much. Your hand! Moll wel

corne! [Exeunt CORIOLAN us, ani'! AU FI DI us. 
I. Ser'll . [ad~"ancing.] Here's a ftrange alteration! 
2. Ser'll . By my hand, I had thought to have ftrucken 

him with a cudgel; and yet my mind gave me, his 
clothes made a r port of him. • 

I. Ser'll. What an arm he has ! He turn'd me about 
with his finger and his thumb, as one would fet up a top. 

2. Ser'll . Nay, I knew by his face that there was Cv e
thing in him: He had, fu, a kind of face , methought,-
1 cannot tell how to term it. 

I. Ser'lJ . He hadfo j looking, as it were,-'Would r 
were hang'd, but I thought there was more in him than 
l .c;yuld think. 

)cl u~\ng a rentence, II i f the former part had been con/lruaed 4if
f .. ently. "We have been down," mull be confidered al if he had 
",ritten-I have been down with you, in my fleep , and waA'tI, &'- Sec 
p. 76, D. 8; and Vol , HI, p. 356, n. 8, and p •• 66, D. 9. MALON1t . 

2. Servo 



.265 ""¢ ° RIO LAN U S. 
2. StrV . So dit{l .. l~e fworn: He is fimply the rareft 

man j' the world. 
I. Sh'll. I think , he is: but a greater foldier than he. 

you wot one. 
z. Ser'll . Who? my ma!l:er? 
I f Servo N ay , it' s no matter for that. 
z. Servo Worth fix of him . 
I. Scr'V. Nay, not fo n ~ther; but I t ake rum to be the 

greater foldier. 
2 . Str'V. 'Faith, look yo«, one c .. nnot tell how to fay 

t hat: for the defence of a town, our general is excellent. 
1. Ser'll . Ay, and fo r an afia ult too. 

RC-CTl ltr ,bird S~r'V4% 11t. I 

3. Ser'V. 0, /lavc~ , I can tell you news ; news, you rar./ 
cals. • 

1 .2. Srrv . What, wh:J.t, what l let' s partake. 
3. Sa -v . I would not be a Rom n, of all nations; I had 

as licve be a condemn'd man. 
J. 2 . SII·-V . Wherefore? where fore? 
3. Ser·v . Why, here 's he th4tfas wont to thwack our 

general, Caiu :; Marcius. 
I. Sa -v . Why do you fay, thwack our gen~al ? 
3. Serv o I do not fay, thwack our general; but he was 

always good enough for him . 
Z . Scr'V . Come, we are fellolVs, and fr iends : he wa» 

ver too hard for hi.m ; I have heard him fay fo himfelf. 
). Ser'll. He was too hard for him diretl:ly, to iay the 

troth on't: before Corioli, he fcotch'd him and notch'd 
him like a carbonado. z. Serv o An he had been c:mnibally given, he might 
nave broil ' d and caten him too·. 

1. SCI·'V . But, more of thy news ? 
3. Ser'V . Wh y, he is fo made Oil here within, as if he 

, ere fon and hei r to M 3rs : fe t a t u?per end 0' the table : 
no queilion a!k 'd him by an y of the fenators , but !~y I 
ftand bald before him: Our general himfelf makes a uI.i f~ (. 

~ - b, mig'" i:a"" broirri end ",Ur. Dim t ••• , T he old copy re.ds-
• ir J. T bechange w"sOl. J e by fr . Pop .. ~LHO"'S . 

trefs 
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trefs of him ; fanctiiies himfelf with's hal1'd s, and turn, 
up the whit~ o'the eye to h.is difc~)Urfe. .!.Jut the bottom 
of the news IS, our generalIs cut l' the mlddle, and but 
one half of what he wa ye/lerd"ly: for the other has half, 
by the entre:lty and grant of the whole table. He'll 
"0, he fays , and fowle the porter of Rome glltes by the 
~Jrs 6: He will mow down all 7e~ re him, and leave his 
palfage polJ'd 7. • 

%. Strv. 

, - fanElijits bi"fJf ."i,b', banJ.] Alluding, improperly, to the .a 
of rr • .JJing upon any fhange event. J 0 H!< so N . 

I rather imagine the meaning is, co nfid ers the touch of hi s band .. 
hoi ) ; darps it with therame re e" .. U os a lover would darp the hand 
u l hi. mifln:fl. If there be ony religiou . olluuon: 1 Ihould n ih .. fup
I"(e it to be to the impolition oftbe hand in confirmation. MALOJooJ:. 

, 'Ht 'Will- fowl" t},t porttr of Rom. g"'" by tb' ,.rs.] That ii, I rup
po[t, drag him down by the ears into t he dirt. Sallilltr, Fr. JOHNSON. 

Dr. J ahnfon" fu apofition, though not hi, de riv ation. isjuft . Skinner 
f,y. the word is deri ved from /0 , i. e. to tdt b.M of a perfon hy Ib, 
.a·s. as a dog ft;:"" 0"' of tb,ft animal,. So, Heywood, in " comedy 
,.lIed L o'fl" MijlrtJ" )/;36: 

" Venus will/owlt mt ~ buar, for th is." 
Perhaps Shakerpeare" allution II lItrculu dragging out C"6,, • •• 

STZJ:VJ<NS. 
Whatever the ~mology of fo",'t may be, it appeara to have been 

I.mi!: .. word in the lart century. Lord Straflord 's correfpondent, Mr. 
GJrr. rd, ufe. it as Shafpearedo<s. Siraff. LtII. Vol.U . p. J49 . " A 
lieutenant fol'" him 'Wtll by tbt ta" , and drew him by the hair abou t 
d.< room ." Lord Straflord himfelf ufes it in another fen fe, Vol. II. 
p. '58. "It i. ever a hopeful throw, where th cafler [01" hi. bowl 
M il." I n th is patfage to foldeem. to fignify what, I believe, i. u{ullly 
oiled I.gr.und a bowl. TYIWHITT. 

Cole in h ;, Latin Dictionary, 1679, renders it, all rem J"m",,, ..,i 
'flt lltrr . MALONE. • 

To/.w/e i. fli:l in ufe for pullin!:, drrgsing, and lugginr; in th. Weft 
of EnglaJld . S. W, 

7 - ti, paJlagt poll'd. ) That is, bared, dtllTtJ. JOH N .ON. 
SO, in Cbrijl', 7.lIrs O1.Ier Jerufale"" by T. N athe. 1594 : "- the 

winning love of neighboun round about. if haply their houfes Ihould he 
rnvir~~. or any in them prove unruly, being pi lied and pOM!,d too 
un.con ion.bly."-PoMrd i t.he {polling of tbe old copy of Conolanu, 

~ . o. ALON~. 

To p oll a perfon anciently meant to cut otrbis hair. So, in DamIta, ' , 
Madril oll in praif. of bi, D"pb.i., by J . Wootton, publiO,ed in En&.
I .. tI', Htlir .. , 16'4' 

.. Like N i{u' golden hair that Scilla 10""'" 
It 
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%. Servo And he's!..s like to do't, as any man I ca 

imagine. 
3. Ser'l/. Do't? he will do't: For, look you, fu, he has • 

as many friends as enemies : which friends, ftt, (as it 
were,) dur/I: not (look you, fir,) !hew tliemfelves (as we 
term it) his friends, whilJ!: he's in dire6l:itude s. 

1. Servo Dire6l:itude! What's that? 
3. Serv o But when t~:y !hall fee, fir, his creLl: up again, 

and the man in blood ., they will out of their burrows, 
like conies after rain, an revel all with him. 

, J. Servo But when goes 1.1is forward? 
3. Servo To-morrow; to-day; prefently. You !hall 

have the drum firuck up this afternoon: 'tis, as it were, a 
parcel of their feaJ!:, and to be executed ere they wi pe 
their lips. 

2. Servo Why, then we !hall have a ilirring world 
again. This peace is nothing 9 , but to ruJ!: iron, increafe 
tailors, and breed ballad-makf,rs. 

J. Servo Let me have war, fay I; it exceeds peace, as 
far as day does night; it's fp'rightly, waking, audible, 
and full of vent '. Peace is t. very apoplexy, lethargy; 
mull'd ", deaf, fleepy, imenfible; a ge:ter of more 
baJ!:ard children, than wars a defuoyer of lJl.en '. 

It likewi{e fignify'd to cut oft· the head. So., in the ar.cient metric} 
hiftory of tbe battle of Floddon Filld: 

" But now we will withftand hi s grace, 
" Or thou{and heads /hall there be pol/rd." ST!:!:t'lt NS. 

a _ 'lubilj/ bel in direaitude.] I {ufpea the authour wro~e :- wh ilft 
he's in difcrtditud,; a made word, inltead of diftredit. He intended, I 
(uppo{e, to put an uncommon word into tbe mouth of tRis (ervant, which 
lI,ad fome refembl.nce t .. fenfe I but eould hardly have meant that he 
1hould tllk abfolute nonfenfe. MALO" ". 

• -inhlood-] "poJS2.,n. 5'. MALON!:. 
\) 'Tbis pia" is n.tbing, Sut to ruft, &cc.] 1 believe a word or two have 

loeen 10ft. Shakfpcarc probably wrote: 
'Tbis p'/2(~;' good for " Dtbing, but, &:c. MALONE. 

I-full of 'II tnt.] Full of rumour, full of materials for dijCOM'fo.] 0,,,1 s. 
"-mull 'd.-] i. c. fofte ncd and difpirited, as wine is wJ¥.burn t 

and fweeten 'd. Lat. !>10Ilitul. HANMER. I' ....... 
3 _ tban wafS II dll roytr of "'tn.] i. e. thin 'Wlrs are a deftroyer o. r 

men. Our authour almolt every where ufes 'W4rJ in the plural. Sec the 
ne"t fpeech. Mr. Pope, not attending to thil, read_than ""ar'l, &c.. 
which all the fubfequent editors have auopted. WIIW"g, the reading of 
the old copy in tbisfpeec.h, was rishtlyconelled by him. MALO NE. 

3. Serv. 
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2. Serv. 'Tis fa: and as wars, in fame fort, may be faid 

to be araviiher j fa it cannot be denied, but peace is a 
great maker of cuckolds. • 

I. Servo Ay, and it makes men hate one :lnother. 
3' Ser"'. Reafon j becaufe they then lefs n d one an

other. The wars, for my mo,neY• I hope to fee Romlln~ 
as cheap as Volcians.-They arer. mg, they are riling. 

All. In, in, in, in. (ExeUllf. 

SeE N VI. 
Rome. -1 pub/icl PIau. 

E nter SICINIUS, and BRUTUS. 

Sic. We hear not of him, neither need we fear him; 
His remedies are tame i' the prefent peace 4 

And quietnefs 0' the people, which before 
Were in wild hurry. He do we make his friends 
Bluth, that the world goes well j who rather had, 
Though they themfelves did {uffer by't, b hold 
Dilfentious numbers pefteril fireets, than fee 
Our tradefmen' fmging in their !hops, and going 
About their funCtions friendly. 

Enter MENiNIUS. 

lJru. We ftood to't in good time. Is this Meneniul? 
Sic. 'Tis he, 'tis he: 0, he is grownJIloft kind 

Of late.-Hail, lir ! 
Men. HaiJ to you bQth ! 
8;c. Your Coriolanus is not much mifs'd, 

But with his friends: the common-wealth doth !land ;' ' 
And (0 would A.a, where he more angry at it. 

Mm. All's well j and might have been pluch better, if 

4 Hi, r,m,Ji,. art tam. i' the p .. foftt !,.ace] J fuppore the meanin, 
of Sici,)iu. to be this: Hi, r.",.Jrt. an 1411", i. e. i.'.fjtl1UIII, in time. 
of pe' e like there. When the people were in commotion, hi. friend • 

• might ave Il:rove to remedy hi. difgrace by tlmpering with them j but 
now, neither wanting to employ hi. bravery, nor remembering hi .. 
former .aion., they are uolitfobjelb for the {.a,ou, to work upon. 

ST~WVU". 
! I [i' the prefent peace] which waa olllitted in the old «IPY, Waf in_ 

ruted by Mr. Theobald. MALONJ:. 

He 
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He could have temporiz'd. 

Sic. Where is he, hear you? 
Mar. Nay, 1 ~ear nothing; his mcther al)d his wifi= 

Hear nothing from him. 
Enter thru or four Citizens. 

Cit. The gods prefer 'e you both ! 
Sic. Good-e'en, our n ·~hbours . 
Bru. Good-e'en to you '), good-e'en to you all. 
J. Cit. Ourfelves, our ives, lind children, on our 

~~, I 
Are bound to pray for you both. 

Sic. Live, and thrive! 
Bru. Farewel , kind neighbours: We wilh'd Corio, 

lanus 
Had lov'd you as we did. 

Cit. Now the gods keep you' 
Both crri. Farewe!, farewe!. [Exeunt Citizens, 
Sic. This is a happier and more comely time, 

Than when there feHows ran ,bout the ftreets , 
Crying, Confulion. . 

Bru. Caius Marcius was . 
A worthy officer i' the war; but inrolent, 
O'ercome with pride, ambitious paft aU thinkillg. 
Self-loving,-

Sic. And aifeaing one fole throne, 
Without affiftante 5. 

Mm. 1 thin k not fo . 
Sic, We had by this, to all our lamentation, 

Jihe had gone forth conful, found it fo. 
Brll. The gods have well prevented it, and Rome 

Sits fafe and fiilJ. without him. 

Enter .£dile • 

.£d. Worthy tribunes, ...... 
There is a nave, whom we have put in prifon, 1 
Reports,-the "olces with two feveral powers 

5 -II1!tE1inl..Dnt J.lt tbront, 
. Wilb."t IjjijlanCl. ] That is, without aJTtjfort j without any ethee 

Culingo. J OHNSON . 

Arc 



.. 
CO R I 0 LA N US,; 

Are enter'd in the Roman territories; 
And with tbe de pdt malice of the war 
DeLlroy what lies before them. 

Mm. 'Tis A:ufidius, 
Who, hearing of our Marcius' banilhmcnt. 
Thrufis forth his horns again into the orld j 
Which were in-/hell'd, when M rcius flood for Rom'. 
And durft not once peep out. 

Sic. Come, what talk you fMarcius? 
Bru. Go fee this rumoure ' whipp'd.-It cannot be, 

The Voices dare break wit us. 
Mm. Cannot be! to . 

We have record, that very well it can; 
And three examples of the like have been 

, Within my age. But reafon with the fellowS. 
Before you punilh him, where he heard this; 
Left you /hall chance to ..,hip your information 
And beat the mdrengerwho bids beware 
Of what is to be dreaded, 

Sic. Tell not me : 
l know, this cannot be. 

Bru. Not poffible. 

ElIltr a Melrenger) 

MeJ1. The nobles, in great earneftnefs, are goin: 
All to the fenate-howe: fome news i..come in, 
That turns their countenances 1, 

Sic. 'Tis this !lave j-
Go whip him 'fore the people's eyes :-his railing! ' « 

Nothing but his report. 
Mtff. Yes, worthy fir, 

Th nave's reJ.X>rt is feconded; and more, 
More fearful, IS deliver'd. 

6 J... r.,(oll 'With lb. j./lD'UJ, ] That ii, h.v. (am. talk with him. III 
thil renee Sh,kfpear. often u{tuh. word. J Oil N ION, 

Se.Vol.llI.p.+4tIl. J. MALONE. 
7 'Tb., turnl Ib.i, ,.v.wla." •. J i.. that rend.n their .rpea { •• r. 

Thi. aUufion to tbe ace{cente of milk occurs arain in 'Tim,. oj At],.., , 
" Has friend/bip {ucb • fainr and mi/.y heart, 
•• It tMm, iDler. than two nightsl" MALONE. 

Sk. 
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Sic. Whal more fearful1 
Mif. It is fpoke freely out of matly mouths, 

(How probable, I do not know,) that ~arcius, 
Join'd with Aulidius, leads a power 'galOfr Rome; 
And VOIVS revenge as fpacious, as between ' 
The young'll a~d oldetJ: thing •• 

sa. This is moft lik . ! 
Bru. Rais'd only, tha e weaker fort may wilh 

Good Marcius home again' 
Sit. The very trick on't. 
Men. This is unlikely: 

He and Aulidius can no more ft.nne I, 
.Than violentefr contrariety. 

Enter alloth,r Melfenger. 
Mif. Y OIl are fent for to the fenate : 

A fearful ar~y, lec! by Caius Marcius, 
Alfociated with Auiidius, rages f 
Upon our territories; and have already 
O'er-borne their way, confum'q with lire, and t90S. 
What lay before them. I . 

• E llttr COMIN1US. 

C~m. ~!. y.ou have-made good work! 
Men . What news? what news? 
Com. You have holp to ravilh your own daughters. and 

.To melt the city l~ad s - upon your pates; 
To fee your wives dilhonour'd to your nofes ;

Mm. What's the news? what's the news ? 
COl •• Your temples burned in their cement j and 

Y\)ur franchifes, whereon you frood, confin'd 
Into an augre's bore 9. 

II _ ell" "0 mfr' atone,] To Ill."', in the a£live (enCe, i. torteolleil., 
lI11d is uCed by our authour. To 11'0'" here, in the neutral CenCe, to 
com' to ,."olt,i!iatiD". To ./QIII is to IIn;lt. JOHN SON . 

Ar.,.. CeelllS to be derived fr<>m .t and .". i-to reconcile to, or~o le 
:at, union. In (ome books of Sh.kfpe.re·, age I have found the ppraCe 
in it. original form," -to reconcile and make them lit •• t." MA LON l! • • - ,b. cit)" •• tf, - lOur authour, I believe, wa$ here thinking of 
the old city gates of London. MALON 1: • 

• - tufo'tf 
I n'o D. lIugr" b.rt.l So, in M.eb.tb : 

" _ our fate hid in all aUirc.holc." STEEVE ' t. 

. ~ 



J , 

C 0 It t 0 LAN U S; 
Men. Pray now, your news?-

You have made £1.ir work, I fear me :-Pray, your news ~ 
IfMarcius fhould be joi 'd with Volcians,-

COlli. If! 
He is their god; he leads them like a thing 
Made by fome other deity than nature. 
That' ffiapes man better: and th y follow him) 
Againft us bra,ts, with no lees fidence, 
Than boys purfuing fummer tter-flies. 
Or butchers killing flies. , M,,,. You have made g work, 
You, and your apron-me",l you that ftood fo much 
Upon the voice of occupatitln', and 
The- breath of garlick-eateJ's" ! 

• COlli. He'J1 fhake your .I(ome about yout ears. 
Mm. As Hercules did £hake down mellow fruit 

You have made fair work! 
Bru. But is this true, {U'l 
COlli. Ay; and you'll look pale 

Before you find it other. • All the regions 
Do fmilingly revolt 4 ; an who relift. 
Are mock'd for v:lliant ignorance, 
And perifh conftant fools. Who is't can blame him? 

• Up.n th, <rI,;tt of occup~tioll,J . OU/IPIII;." i. here gred (or .... 
ch""irJI, men .ct.pi'" in claily buliner.. So, again, in Jlllill' C .. f.r, 
At} I. rc. ii. "All I had been a IIlG o( any Ittllp.ti.II," $It. 

So, Horate ufe'lIrtll for ",ti/h." 
" Urit elfira flllg.rt f"" flli prtltgrll'IJAt artu 
" 111f'II Ie p.}ir.,," MA LON L. • 

.. Th,hrlllfb ojg4rlid.'4Itr1!] To froeH ofgarlick Wal oncl (, h 
a brand ofvulgarity, that gorlick was a food forbidden to an ancieDt 
order of Spani/h knights, mentioned by Guevara. JOIIN.ON. 

SO in MutIMre for M.afMr.: " - he would mouth with a bellar, 
IbOMgb /he fineJl'cf brown bre d and g_rlic.... M A LOll It. 

To froeH of I,d. wa no ler. a mark of vulgarity amon, the Roman 
peopl, in the time of Juvenal. Sat. iii: 

• .. --- fuis IICII", /tElif' por",,,, 
fC .for,tt.li"i."u.",tls l"brlllMIliJit'" STIt 'lV&N •• 

3 As Herelll", &c.] An alluJioJl to the apple. of the He~ ide •• 
ST&lIY ..... 

4 D. (mm",ly rtv.lt ,J T. r",.k f-,Ii'l" i, to refolt with JlSt\l of 
plururc. orwith1Duk. of OD.tllllpt ST &V&Ii" 

VOL. VII. T Your 
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Your enemte,5, and his, jind wmeu.ing in him. 

Men. We are all undone, uniefs 
- The noble man have mercy. 

Com. Who fha,u alk it ? 
The tribunes cannot do't for lhame; the people 
'Deferve fuch pity of him, as the wolf 
Does of the fhepherds: <"or his beft friertds'" if they 
Should fay, Be good to R I, they charg'd him 5 even 
As thofe fhouk! do that ha n deferv'd his hate, 
And therein fhew'd like en mies. 

Mm. 'Tis true: 
If he were putting to my hout\ the brand 
That fhould co))tume it, I ha;l. cnoc the (ace 
To fay, 'Bre/etch you, cea/e.-Y.oll have m.'lde fair hands. 
You, and your crafts! you ha t:rafted faid , 

Cam. YoU' have brought 
A trembling upon Rome, fuch :.:.s was' never 
So incapable of help. ' .' .' 

'I'ri. Say not, we brought It. 
Mm. How! Was itwd Wel()v.'d him' ; but, like beall" 

And, cowardly nobles. gave W7Y unto your clutters, 
Who did hoot him out 0' the cuy. 

Com. B~. I fear. 
They'll roar him. in again-li. Tullus Aulidius, 
The fecond n&me of men, obeys his points 
As ifhe were his ol\icer :-Defperation 
Is al~ the policy, illength, and defence, 
That Rome can make againft them • 

• Entlr a troop ifCitizenr. 
Me7f. Here ~ome the clufter.s.-

And is Aufidius with him 1-YOIl are they 

5 -:i'!)' <h.'f'd hi"., &c.] Their cha'tt-or injunlHon would JAeW' 
\hJ:1n infenfible of hie' wrong., and make themJbt'W like'lIn1ries. 

• JO~SON. 
'Ib~ chtl1'.'/., ."tl'thmi" /be"'''tI, has·mre the force of <fiH:I IWIMJ 

fh'lrg.,."d tbwli"Jbt'!t'. MA1.0!1J; . • 
.. 'Ihtj'II'04P h.". i" .g"i".-] As they h."ltd .t hi. departu~, they 

will , .. , at his returlll as he wut Ollt with fcofi~, he will come blck 
wittliamentatioili. JOlunoJ(. 

"T''' ": 
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That mllde the air unwholefome, when you taft 
Your ftinking, greafy caps, in hooting at 
Coriolanus' exile. Now he's coming; 
And not a hair upon a foldier's head, 
Which will not prove a whip; as many coxcomb •• 
As you threw caps up. will he tumble down. 
And pay you for your voices. '~ffis no matter; 
If he could burn Us all into on" coal, 
We have deferv'd it. ' 

Cit . 'Faith, we hear fear I news. 
1. Cit. For mine ownp 

When I faid, banilh him" 
%. Cit. AndfodidI. 
3. Cit. And 0 did I; ~ d, to fay the truth, fo did 

, very many of us: That \'I did, we did for the beft: and 
though we willin~on ented to his banilhment, yet it 
was againft our wi 

CDm. You are g Iy'things, you voices t 
MtIr. You have ma e . 

CDm. 0, ay; what [EXIMllt COM. Q1l4MIN, 
Good work, you and y~r cry 7 !-Shall us to the Capitol 1 

Sic. Go, mailers, g t ou home, be not difm.r'd; 
Thefe are a fide, that would be glad to have 
This true, which they fo fee to fear. Go home, 
And Ihewno fign of fear. 

I. Cit. The gods be good to u I Come, mallet.; let'. 
home. I ever raid, we were i' the Wr~ng. when we ba
nilh'd him. 

2. Cit. 0 did we all. But come, let's hume. . 

Bru. I do not like this news. 
ic. Nor 1. 

[ExeulII Citu~n., 

BrM. Let's to the Capitol :-'Would, half my weal til 
Would buy this for a lie! 

Sic. Pray,lct us go. ( EXIMllf. 

7 r .... ,,11 ,."r cry 1 ] Alluding to a pack of hound. . So, in H ••• 
Itt, • COmpl1l)' or players we 'OIItem,t~ouJl)' c lied a ~" of pI yef • 

ST.Z'.I ... 

SCENE 
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.J Camp; at a/mall aijlanct from Rome. 
Enter Av F I D 1 VS, ana hu L ieutenant. 

Auf. Do they frill fly to the Roman? 
Lieu. I do not know what witchcraft's in him; but 

Your {oldien ufe him as ~he grace 'fore meat, 
Their tall< at table, and Their thanks at end ;. 
And you are darken'd in ;s aCtion, fir. 
Even by your own. 

Auf. I cannot help' it now 
Unlefs, by ufing means, I lam the foot 
Of our defign. He bears himf< '.~ more proudlier' 
Even to my perfon, than I tho ht he wo ld, 
When firit I did embrace him : ~'f et his d.turc 
In th~t's no changeling; and I }lo.uft ex afe 
What cannot be amended. 

Litu. Yet I wUh, fir, . 
(I mean, for your particular,) you. d not 
Join1d in commiffion with him : .b~ either 
Had borne· the aCtion of your&el~ or elfe 
To him had left it folely. r 

Auf. I unaerfland thee well; and be thou fure~ 
When he {hall come to his . .:ount, he knows not 
What I can urge againfl h:m. Although it feems. 
And fa he thinks, and ir 'no lefs apparent 
To the vulgAr eye, lat he bears aU things fairly, 
And !hews good hulbandry for the VJ>lcian flate;. 
Fights dragon-like, and does at chi eve as foon 
As.draw his fword: yet he hath left undone 
That, which !hall break his neck, or hazard mine, 
Whene'er we come to our account. 

Lieu. Sir, I befeech you, think Yolthe'lJ carry Rome? 
Allf. All places yield to him ere he fits down; 

And the nobility of Rome are his: . 
The [enators, and patrici:lns, love him too: 
The tribunes are no foldiers; and theiT people 

, - ,. rc ptou<llier_] We have already had i this play-more 
'tVlrthitr. a in Timo" ..rAt»."., Aa IV. fc.~. we havelllordi"d",; yet 
the modern editors I'!'ad hero-more ,roIlJIy. J\.1A LON • 

Had h.rtfl -] The old cop, readc-taClt borne; which cannot be 
riabt. For the emendation now made I am an'fwerable. M.uo)l.&. 

WiU 

\ 
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CORIOLANUS. 
Will be as raIh in the repeal, as hafty 
To expel hint thence. I think, he'll be to Rome, • 
As is the of prey to the nfu ., who takes it 
By fovereignty of nature. Firft he was 
A noble fervant to them; but he could npt 
Carry his honours even: whether 'twas pride, 
Which out of daily fortune evertaints 
The ha.{'py man; whether II defelt of judgment. 
To fail 10 the difpofing of tho chances 
Which he was lord of; or wether nature, 
Not to be er than one t ng, not moving 
From the ca ue to the cu ion, but commanding peac 
Even with th ame au~~ ty and g rb 
As he controli' the war: but, one of the • 

• ( r S he hath fpi of thcl all, not all. 
For I dare fo far e' ) made him fear'd. 
So hated, and fo ba iIh' : But he has a merit. 
To cholu: it in the t anee a. So our virtucs 

• A,;.t~.of~re)'-' a r'l,akindofe2ale,~!r"l'" Pon. 
We find In Mlchac:1bra n'l P.Iy.Ibi.II, Song ""v. a fwl attount of 

the .fpr." whith Jhew. the I efland beauty of Ihe Ii mile : 
" The .fpr." oft her e , thouah feldom here it breed •• 
" whicli OVCT them the no fooner do e(py, 
" But, betwixt him and th by an antipathy, 
.. Turning their belli .. ~p, a hough their death they faw, 
" They at his p1eafure lie, to I hil gluttODOUI m.w." 

LA TO". 
Such il the (abulou. hifto,), of the '/1',.,. ] un, however, m Mr. 
Lambe's notel to the ancient mecriul legend ° tbe Boft", oJ 'I .. d.", 
tbat the ifpr.., il a " rare, large, blackiJh hawk, w It a lonll n«1t. and 
blue Ie.,. Itt prey ialilb,' aDd it ia fometimca fccn hoveliug oftr tb. 
Tweed." ST •• "."I. • 

II -- ...,bab., 'I'TJJofI pride, 
Whicb 'MtoJ J .. iIJ !"IUII'~" t .. illll 
Tb, blip" "'1111 j ""Imbtr, kt. ] Aulidiul am,nl three probable rei

(on, of themj(turilgcofCoriolanulj pride, which calily follow. an 
uninterruped train of (ucce(A j unlk.ilfulne(, to reaubte the con(e~uencci 
of hi. own vi60ries; a /tubborn uniformity of nature, wblch could 
Dot make the proper tranGtion from the ~"/'1'" or b,/"Itt td tbe (lIfo;''' 
or cbllir oj d",i/ nth.rill; but a ed with the fame dcfpoufm in pea e 
II in wlr. JOHI!lIOIf. 

1 _ b. b4. " • .,it 
T. cboll. it ill ,b. MUtr".", ) 

~an r deftroy it by boaftinl it. 
He baa a merit (or no olber purpore 
]OII"IOIf. 

TJ Lie 



i,s COR I 0 LAN U S. 
Lie in the intel'pretation of the time :
And power, unto itfelf 'IDoll: commendable_ 
Hath not a tomb fo evident as a ch ir 
To extol what it hath done~. 
One lire drives out one fire; one nail, one nail; 
Rights by rights fouler 'v ftren~ths by ftre~gth.s, do fail. 
Come, let's away. Wh~n, Calus, Rome IS thlOe, ' 
Thou art poor'ft of all; th ,n fhort:r art thou mine. 

. [Exeunt, 

ACT V. 
4Rome. 

Enter M lINENIUS, CO MINI ,SIC 
Ilnd Oth 1. 

1. 

Men. No, I'll not go: you he r, w athe hath faid, 
Which was fometime his general, 0 lov'd rum 
In a moft dear particular. He cal , me, father: 
But what o'that ~ Go, you that lfa .{h'd him, 

r 

" J1~tllfJ'lutr, ~"to itf.1f mDfl CDm", I ahlt, 
Hatb "Dt II tD.mh ID ",iJ.~t II. " J~a:r 
'I •• xtDI wbllt ;t bllth dDft •• l~" (~nfe ii, The virtut which de. 

light. to commend itfelf, willIU lhe fureA: ,.,,,b in that cl:.;r wherein 
it holds forth its own comm; dationl.-uto iff'lf >ft lIm.mJghl., 
i. e. whicb hath a very high Y;'nion of itfelf. WAUl u a TO)l. 

If our authout meant w place Coriolanul in this eblS"., he muA: have 
forllot hi. Charaae~,,, , as Mr. Mafon has juA:ly obferved, f.e has aJ. 
Teady been defcribed s one who was fo far from beilll a boa~er, that 
he Govld not endur to hear" hil notbin,. monlter'd." But I .-ather 
belil:ye, "ill the utterance" alludes not t8 Coliolanus himfelf, but to 
the hieh ucomiums pronounced on him by his friend.; and then tbe 
l inea of Horace quoted in p. ~73, n. I, may (ene u a comment on lhe 
p lTa8'c lief ore us. MALON 11. 

S Rillhts by rights fD~ltr, &c. ) Thefe worth, which are exhibited ex-
aaly as they appea.r in lhe old copy, relate, I apprehend, to what folio",., 

nd not to what went before • .A • .. ". nilif, fay. AundiuI, d,i'f}u Ollt a~
DtD", 10 tht ji,tJlgth if Cot;ola~"j /bllli be lubdMtd h, .. y ji,enllh, "'4 
bis I "I.n/io., y;.ld tuthtTl, lif' fair ""/uP" tNt .,0" ,_,,/ul. A u
Miul h .. already declared that lie will either br. k the neck of Corio
bnus, or hi. own; and now add., lhlt jIlT, _i i 'uria he will deA:roy 
him. The modern editors read-RfJ u't b ~ig);;l 0 ler, &c. which Mr. 
Steeven. explains thus: co hat is already right, and is received al fll1:h, 
"ecomes lefs dear when fupporttd by fupernumerary proofs." MA LON •• 

% AmUe 

• . 



COR I 0 'L A NUS. 
A mile before his tent fall down, and knee 
The way into his mercy: Nay, if he coy'ci 
To hear Cominios fpeak I'll keep at home. 

Com. He would not feem to know me. 
Men. Do you hear 1 
Com. Yet one time he did calJ.'1'e by my name; 

I urg'~ our old acquaintance, andJthe drops 
That we have bled together. Cori~Ianus 
He would not anfwer to: forb'\d all names; 
He was a ind ofnothlng, ':le1efs, 
Till he ha org'd himfelf arne i' the fire 
Of burning me. 

Men. Why, OJ youh<a emadegoodwork: 
A pair of tribul. es that ha e rack'd for Rome •• 

• To make coals ' eap; Af oble memory S ! 
Com. I minde 01 im, w royal 'twas to parqon 

When it was lefs e>. eCt : He reply'dl 
It was a bare petiti 61 f a frate, 
To one whom they 11 punilh'd. 

Mell. Very well: ~ 
Could he fay lefs 1 

Com. loffer'd to aWJlI 

For his private friends: 
He could not fray to pic 

his regard 
an(wer to me was. 

t11<'\ in a pile 

4 - tbat 1,,10/, racJ<'d fO' iG",., ] aek mealU t~ b."lIf' b, 'x-
amam, .nd In thl f~nfe the poet ufes it 11 er place.: 

" The commons hall tholl rlld'J; the • MlY'. bag. 
" Are lank and Jean with thy ettOltion •• ; 

I believe it here means in general, You thlt hIVe n {uch ,ood !leW'· 
ards for the Roman people, at to get their houfe. burned IIVC' fheir 
headl, to (ave them the expence of coal •• STItItVlUIB. 

S -An.bl.memoryl] M.mor,fortll,morial. STltltVXN •• 

Seep. 262.,n. 5. MALONIt. 

6 It 'Was a bare p.tition- ) A bllrt t,titioll, I believe, mean. only 
a mer. ",tition. Cotioanu8 weighs the con{cqllence of verbal (upplica
~ion againft that ofallual punilhment. STItItVltN • • 

In K. Hnrry lIT. P. 1. and in 'lim." if Athlnl, the word DO" i. IICed 
ill the fenfe of tbi1f, ea61y (eeD throllgb; hUing only a night (uperJi. 
eial covexinc. VoCe, J cocfefs, thi. inttJ"pretation will bardly apply here. 
In the for er of the paa:'ge. alluded to, (See Vol. V. p. 136, n. 4') 
the editor of the mil folio fuhlHtuted blf. for ""rl, improperly. In the 
palfalC before u perhaps baf' wu the authour" wQld. MALo!"lf. 

'r + Of 
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ORIOLANUS. 
Of noifome. molly chaff: He faid, 'twas folly. 
For one poor gram or two, to leave; unbornt~ 
And ftill to nofe the offence. 

Mm. For one poor grain or two? 
1 am one of thofe ; his mother, wife, his child, 
And this brave fellow too, we are the grains: 
'Yoo are the mully chaWt- and yoo are fmelt 
Above the moon: We Jrluft be bur t for you. -

Silo Nay, pray, be patient: If you refufe your aid 
In this fonever-needed help, yet do not 
Upbraid us with our diftrefs. But, fure, if yov;' 
Would be yoor country's plea ~r, your good ~ngue. 
More than the i,nllant army w n :nake, 
Might ftop our countryman. 

Min. No; I'll not meddle. 
$;c. Pray you, go to him. 
Men. What fhould I do ? 
Bru. Only make trial what y 

For Rome, towards Marcius. 
Men. Well, and fay that Marciu 

Return me, as Cominius is returt'l' .~ 
Unheard; what th~n 1- /, 
:But as a difcontented friend, fJ f-fhot 
With his unkindllefs? Say't eo? 

Sic. Yet your good will . 
Mull have that thanks fr Rom " after the mcafur4 
As you intended*el . 

Mell, I'll under Ke it : 
I think, he'll he me. Yet to bite his lip, 
And hum at goon Cominius, much unhearts l)1e 
He'\vas not taken well; he had not din'd 7: 
The veins unfill 'd, oqr blood is cold, and then 
We pout upon the morning, are unapt 
To give or to forgive; but when we have ftuJf'd 
Thefe pipes, and thefe conveyances of our blood 
With wine and feeding, we have fuppler fouls 
Than in our prieft-like fafts: therefore I'll watch him 

, HI ,",liS "., t"~111 wtll; b. b"J.Of Jiw'J, &ce. J This obfel"t'ation i. 
JIOt only from nature, Ind Jine1y exprefTed, but A<lmirably be1iu the 
mouth of one, who in the beginning of the pl '1 had told u', that he 
lD cd conylvial doinls , WA.BI1' TON. 



~ COR I 0 LA N U S. 
\ Till he be dieted to my requell, 
• And then I'll fet upon him. 

,-- Bru. You know til very road into his lcindnefs, 
\\nd cannot lofe your way. 

Mm. Good faith, I'll prove him/ 
Speed how it will. I 1hall ere 10!)S have nowledge I 

Of Aiv fueeefs·. 1 [Exit. 
Co~ He'll never hear him. 
Sic, Not? 
Com. tell you, he does flt in gold 9, his eye 

Red as 't Id burn Rome; 'hd his injury 
The gaoler his pity. I neeI'd before him: 
'Twas very fa tly he fa' Rif; difmifs'd me 
Thus, with his eeehlefs and: What he would do, 
He fent in writi after 11!' ; what he WQuld not, 

• Bound with an oa , to yi d to his condition I: 
So. 

8 1 foall .Tt I.n~ hav. l' . ltJg, 
of.y Mm/.. Mr. 1. fo (ay., there could be no doubt that Me. 

neniu. himl.\f wou d fOOD h owledge of hi. ruecef,; nd therefor .... 
for 1, would ready.". Tha e eoiu. It {o",. ti"" would have know-
ledge of hi. fuccef., i. certain, t wh t b. a!Tert., il,' that be ould 
trt long gaiD that knowledll.. t thi. II not alway. the cafe, ,..ben 
application. for favolln are ma perton. in high {btion, i. well 
known to aU who have e.er bee [01\ ora in COUTU; nd If poetical 
authority be wanting. Spenfer rniihc e in thefe wcU known Iillt ; 

C' Fulilitrle knoweft thou that h tride, 
.. Vh.t hell it i. in //li_g long to bide, 

I .' To loofe good daye. that mi,ht be bett {pent. 
I "To waft long nighuin penfive dl[conrent, ,(. 

MOlb,r Hub'ard', a~ M\ t.'o It, 
9 1 tell YO/l, b, Joes fifi" ,old,- ) He i, ,intMpne in a)Whc poihp 

and pride of imperial (plendour. • 
xe .... Se •• H",.-Hom. JOHNSON. 

SO, in the old tranJlorioD of PIMta"b I "-he Will rct in hi. chaire of 
fiare, with" a marvellou. and unfpeakable majeftie." 5hakfpo;trc haa 
a fomewbat limilar idea in K. Hury Y111. ACt I. (c. i: • 

cr All clinquant, (JIll ill gold, Ii., bIDtben {.d,." ST& V& • 

I Boud ""itb a. oatb, to yi,ld t. hi, ,Q"dili •• '1 J Thi' wb"le (reecb 
i in confuflOn. and I [urptCt (omcthing left out. 1 lhould read: 

- Wbat b, ""./l1t! J., 
H, /e", I. ouriling (JI!,.r; ""bllt b, 'UJo,,[J ".f, 
BO/ll/d Vlilb (JIll olUb. 'T. yield 10 bi. ,."Ji 10111,-

ncre i" I think, a charm. The {pukcr" pU1pO(c {cem. to be thi., 
T. 



COR I 0 LAN U S. 
So, that all hope is vain, 
Vnlefs his noble mother, and his wJe ~; I 
Who, as I hear, mean to folicit him 
For mercy to his coun y. Therefore, let's hence, 
And with our fair entreaties hafre them on. [E.wl11t. 

S C : N E II., ) 
An ad'7lQllCld 10ft of the Volcian Camp "ef0re Rome. crhe 

Guard at their Stati ns. I 
Enllrtolhe~ ' ME)!UIlUS. ' 

J. G. Stay: Whence are y ' It 
-2. G. Stand, and ~o back. 
Men. YOIl guard like men; your 

leave, 
I am an officer of frate, and co 
To fpeak with Coriolanus. 

J. G. From whence? 
Mm. From Rome. 
J. G. You may not pars, you Tfl 

Will no more hel\r from thence. 
2. G. You'll fee your Rom :nbrac'd with fire., before , 

,.. ,i,id I.U, celUliJi ••• il Rin, a 
.11 b.~, i • ..,,,ill. JOK t"O~. 

I believe, tyrO half linel ha been I j that B,u"d 'Will, Iln JaIl. waa 
the beginning of one line _d 111 yitld I. hi. ""diti ••• the copclufion of 
the next. Sec Vol. p. 314. n. J:. Puhapl,hPweYer, ",itld t. hi, 
••• tliti."" meaD~ ield .nly to hil condition.; referrin, thefe wordl 
to oath: that hil 0 :h WII irrevocable, and /hould yield to no ing but 
{uch a pufeof tune al he could not refill. MALONll. 

f fu~r~l; orlolallU. meanl, that he had (worn to live way to the 
"nt/itiPIf', into which the ingratitude of kit COWltty bad forced hiD'!. 

FAaMlllt. 

" St, ,h", .11 h41' i, 'I/ .. i", 
U,ltft hi, •• bI •• "b,r, IIflJ hi. 'Wif.;) That this palTage has 

been confidered as difficult, (urprifu me. Many paffi get in thefe pi ,I 
hue been u(pefud to be corrupt, merely becaufe the lang""ge was pe
culiar to Shakfpeare, or the phnfeology of tbat "se, and not of ttoe 
prefent; and tbi, furely il ODe of them. H ad he wUucn-rus noble mo
ther and lIis wife are our ... ly hqp.,-hi. meaning co.Ud not bue bee If 
doubted; and is not trus preci{ely whit Cominiu fo, 1- 0 that we bue 
nOW no olber hope, nothil)' to rely upon 6111 hi. mothu ud his wife, 

ho, as J ~. told, me 0, kc. U.ltf. is hen: ur. d [or Ut tpt. M,AJ,o It 

You'll 
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You'll (peak with Coriolanus. 
Men. Good my friends, 
you have heard your general talk o'fRome, 
d of his friends there, ids lots tp blank 3, 

My name hath touch'd your ears,:) It 15 M neniu<. 
J G. Be it fo; go back: the ;,-rtue of your n m 

Is no ere palI'able. 
Men. tell thee, fellow, 

Thy ge ral is my lover 4: I have been 
The book his good a.fu,.wlence men have rend 
His fame Uli arallel'd, ha y, amplified; 
For I have ev rverify'd p; .friends s, 
(Of whom he's ief,) wit all th ftze thnt verity 
Would without 1 ling fu ; nay, fOJ etim~s, 

-Like to a bowl . ~ n a fu le ground 6, 

I ha 

' ere is a ,,-i=. JOHN ON. 
mitlakes. MencniuI, I Im.gille, only 
n an equal chance that hi. name b • 

touch'd their tara. Lots we the term in our authQur'. time for the 
total number of ticlceu in a I.,. which to k iu name from tbence. 
So, in the continuation of Sto Chronicle, 1615' ,. JOO:lo: II Out 
of whicb lottery, for want of Ii i lJy the , umber 0 1.11, thue wel1l 
then taken out and thrown aw d efeon: thoufancl blank, without 
abating of anyone priae." Th ot wt) of collrfe more numcrou. th 
th. bJankt. If I.t lignified t' ,as Dr. hnfon (uppofed, there beine 
in every lottery many morc bl n than pr Meneniu. mull be (up
!,ofed to ray, tbat the chance vf hi name havin cached their cara WII 
vcry Onall j which certainly it not his me min,. "LO!!!:. 

4 'The f •• tral is "'J lover:] This alfo was the 
fpeuc', tIme. See Vol. lB, p.67, n, 7. MAloON • 

S ForI ha"' ...... rvcrified mJfri.wds, &c.) TO'l1.,ij} i otflailijhhf 
rtj!itn.y. One mlly Cay with propriety. be br<lIl.hr ftliJ. <witnifi I. ve
rify hi. titl.. Shakfpea.re c nfidered the word WIth hi. uf .. :d laxity, II 
importing ralbu ItjlimonJ than I,,;rh, and only mcan. to fay, J bon: 
"ltnef. t''''J!rolld. withlllltujiJtethlJl ... "ity II.lIldJuffir. JOHN.O"" 

The meaning ( 0 give a (omcwhat more upanded comment) I., .. I 
have efer fpoken th tru h of my friend., and in (pcakins of t In 
liave gone d far as I could go conlillently With truth: I have Mt 
only told the troth, but the whole truth, Ind ",ith tbe moll favourable 
colouring that T could gi' to their aClion., without tr~n(grellin th. 
bounds of tnth. MALO 1': . • 

6 _ It,." IJ (ubtle ,"'lInd,] Sdtl. m~an' J"'Q~tb, It'fItl. So, Jon(oll, 
ill no ot hi. maC,! Ut I 

" Tity •• •• 



t 
i ,. 

•• 

214 COR I 0 LAN U S. 
I have tam bled pail: the throw; and in his praife 
Have, almoft, ftamp'd the leafing 1: Therefore, fellow. 
1 mull have leave to pafs. 

I. G. 'Faith, fir, \f you have told as many lies in s 
behalf, as you have ~ter'd words in your Qwn, you 
fuould not pafs here: 1, though it were as virtu s to 
lie, as to live chaftly. herefore, go back. 

Men. Pr'ythee, fellow, remember my name' Mene
nius, always faClionary on the party of your gen :raJ. 

2. G. Howfoever yau hav& been his liar, .as you fay, 
you have,) I am one that, t IJing true unq .• r him, mull: 
fay, you cannot pafs. There Dre, go bacV. -

MeN. Has he dined, can' thou tell? for I would not 
{peak with him till after dinn r. 

1. G. You are a Roman, ar you? 
Mm. I am as thy general is 
J. G. Then you fhouJd hate R me, 

when you have pufu'd out of you es the very defender 
of them, and, 10 a violent popula , ~norance, given your 
enemy your lhicld, think to fre ;hiS revenges with the 
cafy groans of old women, .rirginal palms of your 
daughters I, or with the p .Ii:; d interceffion of fuch a 
decay'd dotant as you fee , 0 be? Can YO'l think to 
blowout the intended fire ~ ou city is ready to flame in, 
with fach weak breath this? No, you are d cciv'd; 
therefore. back to e, and repare for your execu-

"Tityus's ~a/l i. counted the fuhtkfl bowling grollnti in aU 
Tartar 

:;~tJ., ho ~ r, may mean IJrtificit.11J unlw.!, . as many bowling
creena •• "T~lIV"'<S, 

May it not have its more ordinary acceptation, a.<titj"I' MALON z.. 
7 H"'fJt, al",ojI. Ibmp'd tb, leafiog:] I have almoltgjyen the Ii. Cuch 

a {anaion as to render it CMrrtnt, MA LO S. 

S _ tb. 'IIirgi",,1 palmi if yo", '.ugbtm,] The adjeai,e ",irliltQI i; 
ured in '''''",.11 is • 1Yi,,/bertod. 16 I2.: 

" Lav'd in a bath of contrite ",i'gi""/tears," 
Ag:>in, in SpenCer's Fair;' iZumI, B. JI. c. ix : 

" She to them made with mildneC. ",jrrinG/. STlt~ V!tIfS. 
Again. in King Hcory PI. P.1l 

" - run 'IIirz;nai 
.. ShaU Peto lIle even J$ the dew to lire," MALOIU, 

tion: 

, 



C O R 1 0 LAN U S. 
tion: you are condemn'd, our general has (worn you out 
of r~prieve and pardon. . 

Men. Sirrah, If thy cap am knew I were here, he 
\ 'uld ufe me with efumation. ) 

:., G. Come, my captain knows 011 not • 
.lI11n • I mean, thy general. I 

I. (,> My general cares not fOI ou. Back, I fay, gOI 
left I i forth your half pint of blood j-back,-that's 
the utmo~ of your having :-back. 

Men. ~'v, but fellow, fellow,-

En'.., COlllOLANl s, and AUFIDIUS. 
Cor. What's pe matter 
Mm. Now, Y\1 compani n, I'll fay an errand for you; 

1QU ihall know nc..q that am in eftimation; you ihall 
perceive that a J~~k gua ant 9 cannot office me from 
my fon Coriolanus: &lefs ut by my e·nterrainment' ith 
him, if thou ftand'ft 0 l' the fiate of hanging, or of 
fom e death more Ion In fpec1atorihip, an!i crudler ill 
fufferi ng; behold now endy, and (woon for what's 
to come upon thee.- T 1 rious gods lit in hourly fynod 
about thy particular profp , and love thee no worfe 
than thy old father Meneni s oes I 0, my fon, my fon! 
thou art preparing fire for ; k thee, here's w ter to 
quench it. I was hardl)l ov to come to thee: but 
being alfured, none but yfel{ d move thee, I have 
been blown out of your gates with s ; and cunjure 
thee to parelon Rome, and thy petition ' countrymen. 
The good gods afThage thy wrath, and tu thr. dr '. of 
it upon this vadet here . this, who, like ck tll 
denied my aecers to thee. 

Cor. Away! 
Mell. How! away? 
Cor. Wife, mother, child, I know not. My affairs 

'-a]ackgullrJ""t-) eVoJ.V.p. :&J7,n.J. MALON!!. 

J _ gl"r. 6ut by "'1 181," .. ;" •• ",- 1 The old copy rea4e--sue(. "~r 
"', &c. The correalon. WI! made by br. Johnfon, .nd had liltewiCe 
been propofed by Mr. Edwad. in hi. Mr. no eo. It had .Ifo been made 
by S'r T. Hanmer. Thefe di1:on howeyer, ch ged6,,1 [0 by. I t i. 
much mote probable that h7 /bould ha • beCD ,m;rItlJ at the pre( • [hall 
c lIfouDded with bUI. MALOl<~, 

Are 



CORIOL NUS. 
Are Cerva ted to others: Though r o,,",e 
My revenge properly'" my remiffion ies .. 
In Volcian breafts. That we have been famillllr, 
Ingrate forgetfulneCs all poifon, rather 
Than pity note how ueh.-Therefore. be gone. 
Mine eaTS againft you Cuits are frronger, than 
Your gates againft my .oree. Ye':, r 110v'd th " 
Take this along; I writ it for thy fake, [Give a Itller. 
And would have Cent it. Another old, Men • ius, 
I will not hear theefpeak.-This man, Aufi . s, 
Was my belov'd in Rome: Yo t thou behold' It-

Auf. You keep a conftant -mper. 
[Exeunt COW I'OLANUS 1Id AUFIDIU S. 

1. G. Now, ftr, is your ntme Mene IUS . 

z. G. 'Tis a CpeU, you ~.e, of eh power: Yoq 
know the way hom.e again . 

I. G. Do you hear how we are nt' for keeping your 
greatnefs back'? l 

2. G. What enuCe, do you thi I have to {woon ? 
Men. I neither care for the ~ orld, nor your general: 

for Cuch things as you, I ca~ f(Jd.rce think there's any, 
you are fa flight. He that ~ I a will to die by himfelf+., 
fears it not from another. your general do his worll. 
For you, be that you are ; and your mlk:ry inereafe 
with your age! J fay t ou, s I W:lS Caid la, Away! 

I. G. A noble fel , I warr t him. 
z. G. The w , illy fellow is our general: He is the 

rock. the oak ~t to be wind-fuaken. [Exeunt. 

SeE N E IH. 
7'be7'enJ if CORIOLANUS. 

EIIUf CORIO LANUS, AUFIDIUS, Qnd Others. 
Cor • We will befor the \ ails of Rome- to morrow . 
'l _ n •• gb I ~ut 

MJ '''''''1' p''f't,I,,-1 Though I have a 1tcllliJJ' right in rev:ngc, 
tn be power aT forgl.eoef. t'he Volcian. are (QIljoined. jOH'<lON. 

J _ bow W4 .,t /bent - J Rebuked, rep.-iIB Ide. Cole in hi 
Latin Dia. 1679, renders to PUtui, illertf" It i. fo ufcd by lIlan,. of 

ur old writers. MA LON 1:. 

+ - bJ U"'J,/f -] i. c. by hla own hlllds. M.UONlE. 
Set 



C O R I 0 LAN U S. 
Set down our holt-My partner in this ailion. 
You mull repor to the Volcianlords, how plainly 

have borne this t>ufinefs'. 
ufo Only their ends 

Y have refpetled; ftopp'd your ars ag in~ 
Th eneral fuit of Rome; neve admitt d 
Apr te whifper, no, not with uch friends 
That ught them fure of you. 

Cor. his laft-old man, 
Whom wa a crack'd heart I have fent to Rome. 
Lov'd me a 'lve the meafure of a father; 
Nay, godded pte, indeed: Their latell refuge 
Was to fend hin: for who old 10 e, I have 
(Though I {hew' d fourly to him) once more off'er'd 
fI'he lirft conditio s, whid they did refufe, 
A ad cannot now a cept, grace bim only, 
That thought he cou!d d more; a very littlo 
I have yielded too: F r~ embaffies, and fuiu. 
Nor from the flate, n private friends, here ftet 
Will I lend ear to.- i ·what {hout is this 1 

[ShQul 'Wit i". 

Enter i" mourning habit, IlCILIA, VOLUMNIA" 
leading young Marciu V A L A, a1lfJ Alttndalf/J. 

My wife comes fi rcmoll; then the 0 ur'd mold 
Wherein this trunk was fram'd, and in r h nd 
The grandchild to her blood. But, out, Bion! 
All bond and privilege of nature, break ! 
Let it be virtuous, to be obfUnate. 
Wha is that curt'fy worth? or thofe dove's eyes 1$ i 

Which cafrmake gods forfworn 1-1 melt, and am not 
Of ftronger earth than others.- My mother bows; 
As if Olympus to a mole-hill fhould 

S - boop'.i.r, 
. 1 b"", ~orllttbi, •• .IIfl!,. J That ii, it"" 'PtnIy, how JeJnotcly (ro. 

art,ficeor cCIlIualment. JO""'ON. 
() - tbof, ''''''''1)'''' J So, in the e'lltifl", Y. 1%. II _ his eye. ue 

die c~'s of t1oVC1." 51' &IVUiJ. 



COR I 0 LAN U S. 
In fupplicati.on nod: and my yOll1lg boy 
Hath ~n ~fpt!Ct of interceffion which 
Great nature cries, Qeny not Let the Vokes 
Plough Rome, and h~row Italy; I'll never 
Be fuch a golling to 0 ~y inftinCt; but frand, 
.As if a man were auth • of himfelf, 
And knew no other kin • 

. Yirg. My lord and hufband! 
Cor. Thefe eyes are not the fame I wore iIi 13 me"" 
Yirg. The forrow, that delivers us thus chawld. 

~kes you think fo 7. 

Cor. Like a dull aCtor now, 
I have forgot my part, and I llnl out, 
Even to a full difgrace 8. Be\'l: of my flefh .. 
Forgive my tyranny; but dO~' t Cay, I 
For that, Forgi'!)/! our Romans. 0, a lfifs 
Long as my. exile, {weet as my evenge! 
Now by the jealous queen of hea,en P, that kifs 
I carried from thee, dear ~ and m1., true lip 
Hath virgin'd it e'er fioce.-Y0,\l gods! I frate " .. 
.And the moft noble mother o~ ~ world 
Leave unfaluted: Sink, mr-r.e, i' the e~rth; [kllul ... ; 
Of thy deep duiy more im .e ,tonfhew 
Than that of common fon • 

Yolo 0, frand up blelV. !. 

Whilft. with no foft Aion th~n the flint, 

7 'Tb, forrno, t ~I dlli""r. rI, Ibur cbanz'J, . 
• Mid" JOII r.d (o.] Virgilia makes a voluntary mifioterpretatioll 

tiS .I bulb ",-,word.. He fay., 'Tbeft tyes art "Dub. ja" .• , meaning, 
that he .~ings with otblrfJtI, or otherdiJpojitjolfS. SlIe lays h old 011 

,be word lytr, to turn his atten[ion on tbeirprefcot appearao e.':10H ~I. 
8 -Iii< a dull .aOt "0..." • 

loa.,. for,ot Illy part, and I " .. OWl, • 

Z.",. 10 _full diftr"u.] So, io our author's Z3d S.~fttt: 
.. As an IIWpl-ftO aO., on the ftage, 
.. Who with hi fear isywtbljidl bj'p,.rl,-:' MAI:Ol'a. 

9 Nrw b, tb. it"l.u. fllltiof bta'fl'",-) That it, by 'ju fle. the 
,uardian of man-iage, and confequcntly the avenger of cOJlllubial. per
.fidy. JOHNSON. 

t I prate. J The old copy-I prllY. Tbe merit of the alteratien is 
'Theobald's. So. in Otb.lh: .. J prattl, Ollt offiihiOJl." STl:EVENI. 

1 kneel 

to.. 



t eel before thee; and unproperfy 
hew duty, as milt ken 311 this wliile 
ecween the child and par n • 
Cor. What is this 1 ~ 

Y r knees to me? to your correa, fon? 
Th let the pebbles on the hong' beach ~ 
l" il!o he fiars; then let the mutmous wind, 
Strike e proud ccda 'gainft the liry fun; 
M urd'ril.\I?; impoffibiJity, to make 
What c3nuot be, flight work.. 

YDI. Thou art my warrior; 
I holp to frame thee J. Do you know this lady? 

CDr. The noble lifter of Publictlj' t, 
T he moon of ROale; c:hafte nuhe icicle 5, 

IJ'h t's curmed b) the froll from purefi {now, 



• () COR I 0 L A. N U &.. , 
And hang on Dian's temple: Dear Valeria! /' 

1'0/, This ie a poor epitome of younG, 
Which by the interpretation of full time I 
May lhew like all YO~elf. 

Cor, The god oHo " en, 
With the conrent of fu erne Jove, inform 
Thy thoughts with nob nefs; that thou may'tl pro 
To lhame invulnerable, and frick i'the wars 
Like a ~reat rea-mark, ftanding every fiaw 7, 

And f; vmg thore that eye thee! 
1'01. Your knee, firrah. 
Cor. That's my brave boy. 
1'0/. Even he, your wif , thilla-dy, and myfelf, 

Are fuilors to you. 
Cor. I beC, ech you , peace: 

Or, if you'd a1lt, remember this~efore; 
The things, I ha e forfworn to grant, may neve,r 
Be held by you denial. Do not bid me 
Difmifs my foldiers, or capitulate 
Again with Rome's mechanicks':-Tell me not: 
Wherein I {eem unnatural: Defite not 
To allay my rages and reven ' , with 
Your colder reafons. • 

1'01,0, no more, no more! 
)Cou have Ii . d, you will nttt gra • us any thing; 

or e have nothing:;lC, to a/k, ut that 
Which yO\l.deny ~eady: Yet we will a1Ic; 

of t old copy, and Wil the phra(eology of St.akfpeare· • 
• in w.u.1I tb .. t .nd, fl/,IJ."-" I am now, fir, ",tulJitdin for_ 

We Otoule! now write ",,,ddtd, to expreC. "IFi.,d, 1~/lMtltl 
_Itb, ... d. M,O!. Il . 

• - t/,it(lffl' .r,..,,.,,) I read ,-</,;""" if you , 
.if. 'Ii, .... of ,"t., which, t~//Ul'J "J llu tllIIMlnlllr;" of tim" may. 
equal )"ou in m cn.tude. JOIIN.Olf . 

Thollgh Dr. John(on's reading is more deg nt, I bue not the lcalt 
Cufp1cion here of any corruption. MALON & . 

1 Lih" lrclI' (ea.mark, Ihndin, cYCrf l1aw~] So, in our author', 
IJ6th Sonnetc 

.. 0 no I it i. an .. ,,.~,d "'''r~, 
.. Tbllt /f)(Jh •• WlfptjlS, ".d is """",... hi," M J.ON • • 

Every jl ,1. CYf!r1l.uJt.. I "tjJv.. J0K» 0 • 

T 



CORIOLANU 
• . That, if tou fail in our requell·. the blame 

May hang upon your h rdnefi: therefore hear UJ. 

Cor. Au6diu , and YOIl ole s, mark; for we'll 

~
ar nought from Rome in pri a .-'{ our r qlleft 1 

Yol. Should we b fil nt nd n fp ale, our raiment' 
A .d ftate of bodies woul bewrhat liti 
We have led bee thy lie. 'I Alink wit thyfelf. 
How ore unfoitunate th n alllivillg women 
Are we ome hither: fine th t thy fight. \ hien Ihould 

8 Tbat. if you fail j ... , r'ptj,-J That is, if you r: il to srut , 
tlur requeft ; if you are found [tlililll or dencien in loye to your coun. 
t ry, and aJi"eelion to your fflend, w n Our uqueft Ib II h '0 heera 
made to you, the bl me, • Mt.. I'o~, who ltere<l every pqrafe th t 
was not conforinable to modern phrJfeoloQ". cb nged YOM to "w. I and 
his alteration hu been adopted in all the (ubfe~\lcnt editions. MAL ON t; 

> 9 Sh •• lJ 'WI " • .fihwt lui ... t j/'ld,.," ,ajm'"t, Co) I. The fpcec:h 
copied from Plutarch in Cor;,t."., may (faYI Mr. I'opt) be a wed 
made an inlhnce of the loarnine of Sbakfpeare, II tho(" corled from 
Cicero, in Cillalillt, of Ben )on(on·.... Let UI ib~uire into th .. mllter, 
ond tr.nfaibe • J;ttcb for a (pecimen. Take the f~mou. one of Vo
lumnia; for our author hud e little more, than tbrow tho nryword. 
of North into blanlt verCe • 

.. If we helde our peace (my (onne) Ind determined not t (reake, 
the llate of our poore i,l, and refent fi.h~ of our raymenr, ow.t 
cafely bewray to thee what 1:1',,, ,,' haue led at home, fince tby c~U 
and abode abroat. But thir.ke now whh thy felfe, howe rnuc/l 
more unfnrtunalely then all e women liuio,. we are come heth r. 
confidering that the fiaht who ("auld be m It pl •• Clunt to all olh.r 
to beholde, (pitefull (ortun' hath m de moll fcarfull to u.1 akin, 
my (elfe to Cee my Can" , and my auahtcr here, ber hulband, be
lit,ing tbe wailea oHi. natiue countrie. S "that which i. the only 
comfort to all other in their ad rfitie and m Ii tl ~ ol'r unto tho 
goddes, and to call to tbem for f ide, il the Dnelythln w, IlInleth 
UJ into moft deep perplexitie. For we c nno (a;a,~ ,'t .. t~. r y, 
both for .ifrorie, for our counme, and for _(tly f til, i1Co I ut. 
"orlde of ,rievou. curfel. yea more ilien an, m.rtaU e emlo call b i 
u pon u., ate forcibly wrapt ui in our prl¥e" or tift blurrCoppe (If 
moll: barde choyce il ofleted thy wife and chi dren, to for,oe &he' 0110 
of Ihe two: either to lofe the perfone flf thyfe1fe, or tbe nurr. {t , 
Datiue countrie. For my Celfe (my (onoe) I am determIned no, to tu%~. 
till fortune 1n my life doe mak.e n ende of thi. arr., For if I cln. 
not perfuade thee. rather to doe ,ood unro both partiu, then to ouet. 
throwe and dellroy , the one, preferr;n, loue and nature before the mi· 
lice and • limit. of warte.; thou n. It fee, my (onne, In4 trull: unto 
It, thou Ibalt no (onet m r.he (.mA'vd t<) .JT~ul thy G/)untrie, b t thy 
foote Ib 11 tread upon hy m thet's womb" th t brouSht thee Iit!l int<) 

• w rId." FAu .. a. 
U3 Make 



S9: C 0 It I 0 LAN U S. 
Make our t'yes Jiow with joy, hearts dance with comfort; , , 
Conll:raind them weep, and fluke I with fear and forrow ; 
Making the mother, wife, and child, to fee 
The fon , the hufuand, &d the father, tearil)g 
H is country's bowels 0 And to poor we, ! 
Thine enmity's moll: ca ' tal: thou barr'll: us . 
Our prayers to the gods, which is a comfort .' 
'That all but we e,njoy: For how can ",e, ( 
Alas ! how can we for our country pray, 
Whereto we are bound; together with thy vifulry, 
Whereto we are bound? Alack! or we mull: lofe 
The country, our dear nurfe; or elfe thy perfon, 
Our comfort in the country. We mull: find 
An evident calamity, though We had 
Our Wifll , which fide fuould win: for either thoa 
Muft, as a foreign recreant, be led 
With manacles th rough ollr ll:reets; or e fe 
Triumphantly tread on thy country's ruin; 
And bear the pillm , fOr having bravely fued 
Thy wife and children's blood. f For myfelf, fon. 
I purpofe not to wait on fortun~, till 
Thefe wars determine * : if I tannot perfuade thee 
Rather to fuew a noble graceltcJboth parts, 
Than feek the end of one, thOU~lt no fooner 
March to afrault thy country, t n to tread 
(Trull to't, thou !halt not,) on th other's womb, 
That brought thee to this world. 

Yi,-g. Ay, and mine, 
That ot:.ght you forth this boy, to keep your name 
Li·,' to 6. e. 

Boy. HClhall not tread on me; 
I'll run away till I am bigger. but then I'll light. 

Cor. Not of a woman's tendernefs tobe, 
Require nor child nor woman's face to fee. 
I have fat too long. [rijing. 

Yol. Nay, go not from us thus. 
If it were fo, that our requeft did tend 

I C.nJl"i.s tblm eft'. 111,,1 jhd_ J That js. t."J1rains the eye to , 
e"/>, and the heart to /hili,. JOII N N. 

, • 'TblJe e.m determine;] Tbl.t i .. end. See Vol. V. p. 403, n. to 
MALOJ-S. 

T. 



COR I 0 LAN U S. 
• , To (ave the Romans. thereby to deftroy 

The VoIces whom you ferve. you might condemn us, 
As poifonous of your honour: No; our fuit 
It. that you reconcile them: whil he VoIces 
M-ly fay, 'l'hilmtrcy 'Wlhavlfol't I; tbe Romans, 

\ 
'l'his 'WI rectiv dj and each in ei her fide 
Give the all-hail to thee, and cry, Be bltjI 
F or ma'1,illg up tbis peace! Thpu know'ft, great fan, 
The end of war's uncertain; but this certain, 
That, ifthou conquer Rome, the benefit 
Which thou /halt thereby reap, is fuch a name. 
Whofe repetition.will be dogg'd with cunes; 
Whofe chronicle thus writ,-'l'ht 1/Ia" 'Was n06/1. 
But 'With his /ajf atttmpt hi 'Wip'd it ()u/; 

• Ihflruy'd his ('f)Mlltry ; and his lIam, ",ma;11I 
C['D. the mluing agl, a6hor,,·d. Speak to me, (on t 

Thou haft affeCted the fine ftrains of honour", 
To imitate the graces of the gods; 
To tear with thunder th~ wide cheeks o'the air, 
And yet to charge thy fulphur l with a bolt 
That /hould but rive an 0*. Why daft not (peak 1 
Think'ft thou it honourabk for a noble man 
Still to remember wrongs lJ...Daughter, fpeak you: 
He ~res not for your wetping.-Speak thou, boy; 
Perhaps, thy childilhnef:: will move him more 
Than can our reafoJls.,LThere is no man in the world 
More bound to his mother j yet here he lets me prate, 
Like one j' the frock 4. Thou haft ne er in th 'fe 

~ - til, line JI~aifll of bOMU~,-] Tbe,nic:etiel, the re emell 
JOH 'ON. 

The old copy has fi"" Tbe correltlon Wal made by Dr. Jobnron. 
1 /bould not bue mentioned ruch a manifeft errour of the pref., bll~ 
th~t itjufti6ea a corret\ion diat 1 have made in ROffuOIInti J_lill, Aa I. 
another in 'Ti",o. if Alb,;u; and a third tbath .. been made in AMuJ. 
fU".t~ Ni,bl" Dream. See Vol. II. p. Sl:l, n 7. MALO,.Z. 

J .Anti J'I t. charge I"J !1I1,b",-l The old copy b .. ebtMZ', The 
corret\ion i, Dr. Warburton',. In 'I£b, 'T.",i"l if 16. Sbrl'W, At\ JU. 
{c. i . ebarz, i. printed inliead of ebllnl" MA LONZ. 

Tbe meaning of the pair age i., To threaten much, and yet be merci. 
ful. WAllaVIToN. 

4 Li' •••• r tbl flodl.] Keep. m. in a Aate 0 i,noA'liny t 
,urpore. J 1110. 

Ui 



COR I 0 LAN U S. 
Shew'd thy dear mother any courtery; 
When /be, (poor hen!) fond of no feg>nd brood, 
Has c1uck'd thee to th~ars, and iafely nome, 
Loaden with honour. Say, my requeft's unjull, 
And fpurn me back: B ., ifit be not fa, 
Thou art not· honcI! ; and the gods will pla~qe the~. 
That thou rellrain'ftfrom me the duty, whIch 
To a mother's part belongs.",",""He tutns away: I 
Down, ladies ; let us Ibame him with our knee~. 
To his furname Coriolanus 'longs more pride, 
Than pity to our prayers. Down; An end: 
This is the l~ft ;...-So we wiD home 10 Rome, 
And die among our neighbours.-Nay, behold us; 
This boy, that c;annot tell what he would have, 
But kneels, and holds up han~s, for fellowlbip, 
Does reafon our petition S with more ftrengtli 
Than thou haft to deny·t . ...-Come, let us. go: 
This fellow had a Volcian to his mother; 
His wife is in Corioli, and his child 
Like hjm by chance :"'""" Yet give us our difpatch; 
I am hulh'd until our city be a/,ire, 
And then I'll fpeak a little. 4 

Cor. Mother, mother I ! 

i 

[holding Volumnia hJ the har.ds,jilfnt. 
What have you done? Behold, th~heavens do ope, 
The gods look down, and this unnatural [cene 
They laugh at. 0 my mother, mother! O! 
You h ~ voh a h ppy viaory to Rome: 
Eu ~yo fon,-believe it, 0, believe it, 
Moll dang rouOy you have with him prevail'd, 
If not IPolt mortal to him. But, let it come:
Aufidiu~, though I cannot make true waTS, 
:JIll frame convenient peace. Now, good AuJidius, • 

$ Don rt.fcn D*r I'ttit;c_] Does 6rgNI for us md our petition. 
JOH sOlf. 

6 Jjf,tb,r. ",otbtr 1-) So, in the old tranOation of P1MtIJr,b: " Oh 
mother, what have YOIl d lie to me? And holaine b". harde by the 
right hande, oh mother, fayed he. you ha e WOIl e a happy .iaorie f<>r 

OIIr coun~ie. but mortall and _oil py for )01ll {out \ fill 1 fee my_ 
Cdfvanquilhed t )'ou l(me." STSIVUII . 

WeI~ 



c 0 it I 0 LAN 0 S. 
• . ae you in my fread, would you have heard 

A mother lefs r or granted lefs, Aufidius ? 
Auf. I was mov 'd withnl. 
Cor. I dare be fworn, you were iJ 

And, fir, it is no little thing, to 'take 
~ Mine eyes to fweat comp ilion. But, good 1ir, 
\ What peace you'll make, advife me: For my part. 

I'll not to Rome, I'll back with you; and frar you, 
Stand to me in this caufe.-O mother I \ 1fe. 

J!u[ I am glad, thou haft fet thy mercy and thy honoW' 
At dilference in thee: out of that I'll work 
Myftlf a former fortune 7. [Ajilfl. 

[7'he Ladlet 1IIaJ:e figns to Coriolanu • 
Cor. Ar., by and by; [7'" Volllmnia, Virgilia, ($(. 

• But we WlIl drink together; and you lhall bear 
A better witnefs back than words, which we, 
On like conditions, will have counter.{ea}'d. 
Come, enter with us. Ladies, ou deferve 
'To have a temple built you t: all the words 
In Italy, and her confeaerate arms, 
Could not have made this peace. C EX/linn 

se E ~ E. IV. 
Rome. A !II/J/;Ck Plact. 

Enltr M! _JUS, anti SlCINIU •• 

Mm. See you yond' coign 0' the Capitol; yond' corner
tlone 1 

Sic. Why, what of that 1 f. . 
Mm, If it be poilible for you to difplace It wit y ur 

little finger, there is fome hope the ladies of Rome, efpe. 

• - b,,,,d - J il bere ufed II a dilryllable. See Vol. V. p. !log, 
ft ••• Tbe modern editorl read-fll" wOllld 1011 haYe heard-. 

MA"O. ;I. 

7 -1'/1 'fJ)Q,A . ' 
M,f"j" (m,ttr jQ,tMft'.) I will take advantar;e of thil conccffiolJ 

to..eft re.my(elftomy formercrcclit ancl power. JOK1UO • 

• 'To b"w. ",,,pl, blfi/t '0" : 1 Plutarch iIIform UI, th t. temp). 
cledicated to the Fi,hlu if II" :'W' I, wu built Oil this Oc:caliOD by 

4croi t.b. fcnate. STU:UIU. 

U .... 




