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Here in this city viftting the flett, 
And finding him, the fearchers of the town, 
Sufpefring that we both were in a hlufe 
Where the infeetious peltilence did reign, 
Seal'd up the doors, and wpuld ribt let. us forth; , 
So that my {peed to Mantua there was Itay'd. 

Law. Who bare my letter then to R. meo? 
J oh • I could not (end it,-here it i~ again,

Nor et a mefi'enger to bring it the~, 
So earful were they of infeetion. 

Law . Unhappy fortune! by my brotherhood, 
The letter was not nice 7, but full of charge, 
Of dear import; and the negleeting it 
May do much danger: Friar John, go hen'ce; 
Get me an iron crow, and bring it 1traight 
Unto my cell. 

J oh/l . Brother, I'll gl) and bring it thee. [Ex//. 
Lacw. Now mult I to the monument alone; 

Within this three hours will fair Juliet wake I ; 

She will beilirew me much, that Romeo 
Hath llad no notice of there accidents: 
But I will write again to Mantua, 

the w~rds therefore, to il./fodat. me, mult' be con/idered as parmthetieal. 
ane! 1[,,, in tbi, city. &e. mult refer 1'0 the bare-foot brother. 

1 f< rmerly tonjeauree! that the pafTage ought to be " ' liul ted thus I 
Going tu find a bare-foot brother out, 
O ne of our order, to a(Tociat. me, 

, And lindil\g him, tbe fearehers of the town 
Here in (his dty yiuting the r.ck, &ce. 

Bu t the text is ee. t.inly ri,ht. The fearche,s would have had ne 
ground of (ufpi ion, if neither of tbe friars had been in an infected 
houfe. MA LON t. 

7 --was not nice,-) i. e, was not written on a tri.ial or idlefubjetl. 
Ntce fignilie. j •• ltfh in many parts of Cower, and Chaucer. The 

Ie rned editor of Chaucer's Canterbury <['attJ, 1715' obferves, ,that 
H. Stephens informs us, tbat nice was the old French word for nil;;" 
One of thl:' fynonymes qf Jot. A pol. Herod I. i. e. 4, ST Ill! VII N s. 

Sec Vol. Vi. p. 55" n. 9, and Vol VII. p. ;86, n, 9' MALONX. 
' tt IPithi . thi, Ibm hou" will fa ir 'J"/i,, waAe;] loltead of thi 

line, ahd the conduding part oflhe fptech, the quarto) 1597, reads only: 
" Left that the lady !hould b<foreI come 
" Be wak'd from fieep, 1 will hye 
" To frce her from tllat tombe ofmi(etie." ST££VJ:NS. 

And 
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And keep her at my cell till Romeo tome; • 
Poor living (lorfe, clos'd in a dead man' tomb I [Exit. 

S C 'E N E UI. 
A Church-yad; in;t, a monument belonging /0 the Capu

lets. 
ElIur PARI s, and his Page, hcoringjlo'Wers and a tarth. 

Par. 'Oive D!e thy torch, boy: Hehee, and frand 
a1oof;-

Yet put it out, for I would not be feen • • 
Under yon yew-trees lay thee all aJohg, 
Holding thine ear clofe to the hollow ground; 
So !hall no foot upon the churth .. yard tread, 
(Being loofe, unfirtn, with digging up of graves,) 
But thou !halt hear k: whiftle then to mc, 
As. fignal that thou hear'fr romething approach. 
Give me thofe ffowers. Do as I bid thee, go •• 

Page. I am almoft afraid to nand alone 
Here in the church-yard; yet I ",ill adventure. [retiru. 

Par. Sweet flower, with flowers 1 ftrew thy bridal 
bed: 

Sweet tomb, that in thy circuit doft contain 
The perfea model of eternity; 
Fair Juliet, that with angels doft remain 9. 

Accept this lateft favour at my hands; 
That living honour'd thee, and, being dead, 
With funeral praifes do adorn thy tomb! 

• . [9"'h8 "II} wbijillS. 
9 Fa;r Jltlitt, tbllt 'Wilb ""gelt, &c.] There (our line. from the old 

ed iiion. eon:. 
The folio haa there lines: 

.. Sweet flow'r, wIth flow'ts thy bridal bed I Ilrew; 
" 0 woe I thy canopy is dull linrl llones. 

e< Which with {weet water niShtly I will dew, . 
" Or, wanting that. with tear. dillill'd by mOiM, 

" The obfc'luies that I for thee will keep, '. 
" Nightly nail be, toJbew thy 8rave. and weep." JOHNS'ON. 

Mr. Pope has foUowed no copy with etaenef.; but took the lirft 
andfollrth lines from the. elder quarto, omitting the two intermediate 
'crees, which I have Tellored. STJ:J:v:uh. 

The folio foUows the quarto (If l59.9' ]0 the tut tbe feven !inu 
art printed as they appear in the 'iuarto, 1597. MALONI:, 

VOL • .IX. M The 
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The boy gives warning, {omethingjdoth approaclr. , 
What <;urfed foot wanders this way to-night, • 
To crofs my obfequies, and true love's rites! 
What, with a torch !-mufRe ~e, nigbt, a while. [retiru. 
ERler ROMEO, andBALTHA-SAR 'With a torch, malfoc;, 

I f:fc. 

Rom. Give me that mattock, and the wrenching iron. 
Hold, take this letter; early in the morning . 
See thou deliver it to my lord and father. 
Give me the light: Upon thy life 1 charge thee, 
Whate'er thou hear'fr or feeIl, frand all aloof, 
And do not interrupt me in my courfe. 
Why I defcend into this bed of death, 
Is, partly; to behold my lady'S face: 
But, chiefly, to take thence from her dead finger 
A precious ring; aJing, that I mufr ure 
] n dear empwyment I: ther ore hence, be gone:
But if thou, jealous, doft ret rn to pry 
In what I further fhall intend to do, 
Ey heaven, I will tear thee joint by joint, 
And thew this hungry church-yard with thy limbs: 
The time and my intents are favage-wild ,. ; 
More fierce, and more inexorable far. 
Than empty tygers, or the roaring fea. 

11al. I will be gone. fir, and not trouble you. 
Rom. So Jhalt thou fhew me friendJhip.-Take thou 

that: 
Live, and be profperous; and farewel. good fellow. 

Bal. For all this fame, I'll hide me hereabout; 
His looks I fear, and his intents I doubt. [retirll. 

Rom. Thou detefrable 3 maw, thou womb of death, 
.. ' Gorg'd 

1 -dtar .",p!Dy",.nt:] That is; "ilion if' i",pDrtllntt. Gems wtrc 
(uppofed to have great powers and virtues. JOHNSON. 

See Vol. VJII. p.13o, n. 6. MALONE. 

,. _/.a'V"ge .• uUd;] Here the fpecch concludes in the old copy. 
STJ:J:VXN5'. 

1 -dtrtjiablt-J This word, which i$ now 2tt~nted on the fccond 
'lllable, w~ on" attclltcd on the fitft; httcfore this line did not 

otiaiJully 
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Gorg'd wJth the deareft morfel of the earth, 
Thus I enforce thy rotten jaws to open, 

[brea.ting up fhl monument. 
And, in defpight, I'll cram thee with more food! 

Par. This is that banilh'd haughty Montague, 
That murder'd my love's coufin i-with whioh grief, 
It is fuppofed, the fair creature dy'd,-
And here is come to do fome villainous lhame 
To the dead bodies : I will apprehend him.- [ati'1.lQllm. 
Stop thy unhallow'd toil, vile Montague; 
Can vengeance be purlu'd further than death f 
Condemned villain, I do pprehend thee: 
Obey, and go with me; for thou muil die. 

R om. I nI!lft, indeed; and therefore came 1 hither.
Good gentle youth, tempt not a defperate ru' n, 
Fly hence and leave me i-think upon thefe gone; 
Let them affright thee.-I befeech thee, youth, 
Heap not another fin 4 upon my head, 
By urging me to fury :-0, be gone! 
By heaven, I love thee better than myfelf; 
For I come hither arm'd againft myfelf: 
Stay not, be gone i-live, and hereafter fay
A madman's mercy bade thee run away. 

Par. I do defy thy conjuraLions 5, 

And 

originally feem to be inharmonious. So, in the Tragtai, of Crwju" 
1 604 1 

" Court with vain word, and alujlah/. Iyes." 
AgaiD, in Shakfpeare', K: J ohn, All Ill. Sc. iii : 

" And 1 will kif, thy tilttjlabl, bones." STJ!J:VJ:N I . ' 

Again, in Daniel', Civil Warns, I S9 5 : 
,« Such .tttfld/. vile impiety," MAL ON 1' • 

• Heap 1I0t an.thtr IiD-] Thus the quarto 1597. So, in the poem 
of Romtus a"d YoU" t 

" With Ii,bs and falted teara her Dariving doth begin, 
" For /be of btaftd (orrow. hath to fpeak, and nOt of jin." 

The quarto ,1599 and folio hue-Pot not, MA LON £ • 

S IJ. difJ tby conjuratjon',J So the quarto T597. lnllead of thi., 
;n that of 1599, we liod-to .... iration. In the next quarto of 1600 
this was altered te ,o .... iftration, and tbe folio being probably printed 
frolll thence, the fame word is exhjbited tbere. The obvious Interpre-

~ ~ tation 
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And do attach th e as a felon here. \ 

Rom. Wilt tholl provoke mel theI\ have at thee, boy. 
[rhry fight. 

Page. 0 lord! they fight: I will go call the watch. 
[E.¥it Page. 

Par. 0, lam Gain I [/alls. ]-If thou be merciful, 
Open the tomb,lay ~e with Juliet" . [dits. 

Rot1l. In faith, 1 WIll :-Let me perll(e this face j
Mercutio's kinfman, noble county Paris:-
What faid my man, when my betoH'ed foul 
Did not attend him as we rode? I think, 
He told me, Paris iliollid have marry'd J Illiet: 
Said he not fo ? or did I dream it (0 ? 
Or am 1 mad, hearing him talk of Juliet, 
To think it was (01-0, give me thy hand .. 
One writ with me in four misfortune's book! 
I'll bury thee in a triumphant grave,-
A grav.e? 0, no; a lantern, flaughter'd youth, 
For here lies Juliet, and her beauty make5 
This vault a fealling prefence 6 full oflight. 

Death. 
tuion of thefe words, " 1 rtf.f. t. J./Il thou c.onjNrtjl 1fJ' t~ tI., i. t. to 
d.part," is in my apprehenfion the tTue one. MAJ.ONC. 

Paris conceived Romeo to hav.e burll open the monument for no 
other purpoCe than to do f.",. ",illain.uI foam. on the deaG bodies, (uth 
as witches are reported to have pr.difed j and therefore P.lIs him he 
delia him, and the magic arts which he (ufpeds he is preparing to 
ufo. So, in Painter', tronR.tion Q[ the novel, tom. ii. p, ~44'" -the 
watch of the city by cbance -palfed by, and feeing light within the 
crave, fufpeded 'haight that tbey were necrltmancers which bad opeD_ 

d the tombs t. abuf. tt, dtad bodi .. for aide of their arte." 
To dth, anciently meant to riftif. or d.ny. So, in the D.ath of RDb.rt 

E.,I'f Huntingdon, 1601 : 

" Or, as 1 (aid, (or ever I difJ your company." 
Again, in the lI-fifcrin .f ~Utt" Marga,." by Drayton: 

" My liege, quoth he, all mercy now difJ." 
Again, in Spenfer's Farry fiZ""n, b. ii. c. 8 I 

" Foole, (raid the Pagan) I thy gift tI,,,,." 
Paris may, bowever, tnean-l refufe to do u tliou CD"j.~tfl me to do, 
i. t. to depart. STEEVltNS. 

6 -l'rtftnu--] A prof once means a publiw.: rOClm, which is at 
timt. the pref""" rluJ",b" of the fo.ero n, So, in th N,bl. G •• tlt
MU, by Beaumont and Fletcher, Jacque. fays, his mafier is a duke, 

II Hi. chllmber hung with nobln, like .• pre~ nce." MASO~. 
AgaJll, 
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Death, litt thoy there, by a dead man interr'd 1. 

[laying Paris ill tb, "'QII1I1IUIrt~ 
How oft when men are at the point of death, 
Have they been merry 1 which their keepers caU 
A lightning before death: 0, how may I 
Call this a lightning" 1-0, my love! my wife '! 
Death, that hath fuck'd (he honey of thy breath. 
Hath had no p.ower yet upon thy beauty It: 
Thou art not conquer'd; beauty's enfign yet 
Is crimfon in thy lips, and in thy cheeks, 
And death's pale flag is not advanced there '.

Tybah. 
Agajh, ill WtjI'UJlI.rd for Smtlts, 162.0: or-the liftg fent for tbe 

wounded man ~to the pr,!",tt." MAl.oiu. !i 
This thought, extravagant as it is, is borrowed by Middltton in biQ 

comedy of Blunt M"jI<r Co1fllablt, 160:1. • 
.. The darkill dungeon which fpite can devife 
" To tbrow this carcaCe in, her .sJorioul eyet 
" Can make as lightCome ai the4'aireft chamber 
., In Paris Louvre.' ST .... V .. N8. 

7 -by II atad man inttrr'a.] Romeo being now determIned ~ put 
~ end to hi, life, con/idera himCe1( 18 alteady 'dead, MA·LO.N &. 

8 -0, how m"l I 
Call tbi. a lightning J - ] 1 think we Ihould rucJ., 

-0, DOW;"lI.l I 
Call tbi, a /igbtniJfg.- JOHN SON, 

The reading of the text is that of the Cjuarto, '599' The 6rft copy 
nadl: Bat how, &c. which /hewe thal Dr, J0bnfon '. emendatlo\!. 
cannot be right. MALON!:, 

This idea occure frequently in t.he <lId drama~it plecel, So, In the 
{econd part of'Ib, D#wnfall of Robert E.,l oj 111lI/tin,JII.,160J 1 

" I thought it was a figbt.iag bifort at.tb, 
" Too (udden to be certain," 

Again, in Chapman'. tranR.tion of the J sth JIiad: 
" _fince after this he had Dot long to live, 
.. This figbtningJlew bif.rt bil Jutll.'· 

Again. in hi. tranOation of the 18th OdyOey : 
. "-extend their cheer . 

" To th' utm~A: ligbtllia, that rull ulhers de.tb." ST £.VI)II. 
9 Dtatb, tb.t batb fud'J IbI bo.t1 of tb, brtQtb, 

H.tb bad "' 1°w1ll" lit IIpOIl tbJ blallt)'] So, in Daniel', CDm. 
tl,iat of Ro!_o"d, 1594 : 

" Oec:ayed ro(el of difcolour'd cheeks . 
If Do yet retain (ome Dotu of former grace, 
" Aad IIgly atatll fill fll.;rt witbi" b,r j_"'" MALJlNJ. 

I -6,11./11)" enlign,tt 
I, trimf'II ill tll,/ifl, nil illtbt3,b"." 

M II AnJ 



166 ltOMEO AND JULIET, 
Tybalt, ly'fr thou there in thy b1oo4y fheet" 1 , 
0, what more favour can I do to thee, 
Than with that hand that cut thy youth in twain, 
To funder his that was thine enemy? 
Forgive me, coulin !-'-Ah. dear Juliet. 
Why art thou yet fo fair? Shall I believe 
That unfubltantial death is amorous 3 ; 

Anq 
And death', palejlttg, &'c.] So, in Daniel's Complaint oj ~'fa. 

fIIonti, 1594: 
" And nought-refpeCling death (the!aa ofpaines) 
II Plac'd his palHoIou" (th' e • .fig .. of hi. might) 
" U pon hi~ new. got fpoil;" ke. 

In the lira edition of Romeo and Juliet, Shakfpeare is lefs florid in his 
account of the lady's beauty j and or.ly fays: 

~' --ah, dear Juliet, 
" How well thy beauty doth become the gravel" 

The fpeech, as it now ftands, is fira found in the quarto, 1599- ST E lt V . 

And deatb', palejlllg i, '/lot ad'llanced tbtre.] An ingenioul friend 
lome time aGo pointed out to me a pafI'age of !da,;ni, which bears ~ 
'l/ery arollg refemblance to this: 

/r!orte la'nfegna fua pallida e bilne. 
n ncitr;re Ipitg . fu'/ ",olto mio. • 

Rime lugubri, p. 149. ed. Veneto 1605' TYRWHITT • 
.. 'Tybalt, fy'ft tb," tbere in tby bh.dy foen l' &'r.] So, in Painter's 

tranOation, tom. 0. p. 142.: "-what greater or more crud latisiaClion 
canll thou defyre to have, or henceforth hope for, than to fee hym 
which murdered thee, to be empoyfoned wyth hye ownF handes, alld 
buryed by thy fyde?" STE'~ VJNS. - -

3 -.Ab, dtar J.li,t, • 
WbJ art tboll yet Jo ilZ:r' fhall l btli"". ' . 
'Thllt ""Iubftantial dtatb ira",oro"J j &'c.] So, in Daniel's r:olll} lai.~ 

oj Rofamond, J 594 : 
" Ah, now, methinks, I fee death dalfyingftth 
" 'To ellt"rain ilfelf. i" Iw,'sl"""" place." 

InA:ead of tbe very long notes which have been written on this con. 
troverted patrage, I a"Ulay before the leader the lines as they are ex_ 
hibited in the original qu al to of J 597, and that of 1599. wiill whkh 
the rol io correfponds. 

In the quarto) 597. the patrage appealS thus: 
Ab dear J utiet, 

How well thy beauty dot h beco'lne thb grave! 
0, I believe that un(ublhnti.1 death 
I. amorous, and doth court my love. 
Tberefore willI, 0 here, Q ever here, 
Set up my everlaaing reft 
With worms that are thy ,btl",DtT •• aid,. 

I . 

Come~ 
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And that she lean abhorred monfter keeps 
Thee here in dark to be his paramour! 

Come, defperate pilot, now at once run on 
The dalhing rocks thy rea-lick: wl!ary bar,.: 

Fot 

Here's to my love.-O, true apothecary, 
Thy drugs are fwife: thus with a kifs I die. , [/a/lr 

Tn the quarto 1599, and the folio, (except tha,t the folio has arm, 
inftead of arm,) chdines ftand thus ~ 

--'-Ah dear Jul.ec, 
Wby art thdu yet fo fair? I wi/{ b./iMlt 
Shall I believe lhat unfubftantial deatn is amorous, 
And that the lean abhorred monfter keeps 
Thee Here in dark to be his paramour; 
For fear of that J ftill will ftay with thee, 
And never from this palace [talat 4Q J of dim night 
fDepart again. Ccime,lie thou in my arm t 
"J.le':., t~ tby bealth <wbere e'er t~" t"mi>lep in. 
o true apothecMY ! 
Thy drugs are quick: thus with a kif. I die:.] 
Depart again; here, here, will I remain 
With worms that are thy chamber.maio,: 0, here 
Will I fec up my e.erlall:ing reft, 
And Ihake the yoke ofinaufpicious ft~rf, &c. 
Come, bitter condua, come, unfll.oury guide I 
'l'hou defperate pilot, now at once run on 
The dalhing rocks thy fea-fick weary bark I 
Here's Co my love. 0, true apothecary, 
Thy drugs are quick: thus with a kif' I die. 

There cannot,i think, be the fmalleft aoubt Chat the words included 
within crotchet" which are not found in the undated quarto, were 
repeated by the -<:oreleA"nefs or ignorance (If the ttailfcriber or com. 
pofitor. In like-manner, in a former fcene we have (wo line. evidently 
of the fam e imRo!t, Qne of which only the poec could have intended 
to retain. See p. 13$; n.l6. 

In a preceding part of t!)is palTage Shakf,Peare was probably In doubt 
whether he Ihoilld write 1-

-1 quill believe 
That unfubftantial death is amotou. I 

Or, 
-Sball I believe 
That unfubftanti,,1 death i ~ amorous! 

and haYi.g probably erafed the word. I '!JIlII 6efiwt imperfealy, the 
wife compolitor printed the rejeaed words as well at thofe jAtended to 
be retained. 

With refpea to the line, 
Here's to thy health, where'er tholl tuml,leA: in, 

U ji IInne~flfary to ID9,llirc w.at was intcn(kd by it, the pa/I'a,l: in which M... thi. 
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For fear of that .• I will frill fray wit~ thee; 
And never from this palace of dim. night 
Depart again; here, here will I remain 
With worms that are thy cham~er-maids; 0, herq 
Willl fet up my everlafting rejl4 ; 
And !bake the yoke ofinaufpicio'ls frars 
From this world-wearied flelh,-Eyes, look your Iaft! 
Arms. take your Iaft embrace! and lips, 0 you 
The doors of breath, feal with a righteous kifs 
A datelefs bargain to cngroffing death s !-
Come, bitter condu~6, COIIle, unfavoury gui4e! 

Thou 

this line is found1 being afterwards exhibited In ~nother form; and 
being much mOre accurately expreffed in its fecond than its firl!: exhibi
tion, we have a right to prefume that the poet' intended it to appear in 
its fecond form, that is, .s it now appears in the text. MALONE. 

4 _!"y w erlaflin! r'l! i 1 See a note on (cene 5th of the precet\ir.& 
ACt. So, in the.sP(mifh~~· >jie, by Middleton and Rowle~, 1~S3: 

" _could J tI ~p my rtjJ . 
" That he were 10 or taken prifon.r, 
" I could hold tr,..ce with (orrow.n 

70 (., liP on,', rtjJ is to be determilled to any certain purrofe. to reft in 
perfeCt confidence and refolution, ~o ma"e up one', mind. Again, in 
the fame play I 

"Setup,hy,tjJ; hermarriell:thou,orDoDe." STXXVEN S. 
S -Eyes, look your laft I 

.Arflll, 'au your lafl.",brae<! ana lip., 0 lOU 
<J'h, dom oj breath,j.a( 'Wilb d righltoul HJs 
.A daltlifS barg.in 10 .ngroJling deatb /) So, in D~Die1·. Co"'t'ainj 

of ItoJamond, 1594: 
.. Pitiful mouth, faid he, that living gavell: 
" The fweeteft comfort that my foul could willi. 
" 0 be it lawful now, that dead, thou haveft 
" The (orrowing farewell of a dying ki(s I 
" And you, fair eye., containers of my bJifs, 
" Motives of love, born to be matched never, 
.. Entomb'd in your fweet circles, neep for ever II' 

I think there can be little doubt, from the foregoing lines and the 
other pall'age. already quoted from this poem, tbat our autbour had read 
it recently before he wrote the laft.Ct of the prefent tragedy. MALONJ:. 

-to tngroffing d'llll; I) E.groJling {eems to be here ufed in it.! c1erica~ 
(eDfe. MALON);. 

b Com" bitter cODduCl,) Marfton alfo in his Tatins, 59?, \I(~s Call' 
_/lEi for cO'ldu8". : " 

~ Be tho\, my tc,d.Ei IJId DIy cerulls." 
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Tllou defperate pilot, now at ~nce ru n on 
The da/h\ng rocks thy fea-fick weary bark! 
Here's to my love !-[drinL.] 0, true apothecary! 
Thy <!rugs arc quick.-Thas with a kifs I die. [dill. 

Enter, at tht oth;" tnti of iht (hurch-yard, F.·jar LAW-
RtNCE, 'With a lanttrn, (row, andJpadt. 

Fri. Saint Francis be my fpeed t how oft to-night 
liave myoId feet fiumbled at graves 71_ Who's there' 

JJal. Here's one, a friend, and one that knows YOIl 
well. 

Fri. Blifs be upon you I Tell me, good my friend, 
What torch is yond', that vainJy lends his light 
To grubs and eyelefs fculls! as I direefn, 
It burneth in the Capels' monument. 

Bal. It doth fo, holy fir; and there's my mafier, 
One that you love. 

Fri. Who is it 1 
Bal. Romeo. 
Fri. How long hath he been there I 
Bal. Full half an hour 
Fri. Go with me to the vault. 
BaL I dare not, fir: 

My mafier knows not, but 1 am gone hence; 
And fearfully did menace me with death, 
Jf 1 did fr Y to look on his intents. 

Fri. Stay thell. I'll go alone :-'Fear comes upon me; 
0, much I fear fome ill unlucky thing. 

Bal. As I did Jleep under thlS yew-tree here, 

So, in a former (cene in thl. play: 
Ie And 6re.ey·d fury be my toN/lie DOW." 

See alfo Vol. I. p. 98, n. 7. M.u.o,u. 
7 -bow oft to-n icbt 

Ra"" my .ld flit ftumbled at g'-"'l ThIs accident WAI reckonctl 
ominou.. 0, in K.H.",.! 1'1. 

ce F 0" many men that /I.ahl, at the threlhold, 
« Are weU foretold, that danger l.\Irk. within." 

A,ain, in K. Richa,d III. Halling., ,oing to txeclition, (aY' ~ 
!' Thn~ tiQlu tQ.ciay 1111 £ooctlQth .bIIJr~ didj/w,.j't." 

ST •• ,. •••• 

I dreamt 
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I dreamt my mafter and another fought 8, 

And that my mafler flew him. 
Fri. Romeo 1- [advaltces, 

Alack, alack, -what blood is this, which ftains 
The flony entrance of this fepulcherl -
What mean thefe mall:erlefs and gory fwords 
T o lie difcolour'd by this place of peace? 

[tnters the monument. 
Romeo! 0 , pale!-Whoelfd what, Paris tool 
And fleep'd in blood ?-Ah, what an unkind hour 
Is guilty of this lamentable chance!-
The lady furs 9. [J uIiet wakes, and Jlirs. 

Jul. 0, comfortable friar! where is my lord 1 
I do remember well where I fuould be, 
And there 1 am;-Where is my Romeo? [Noift within. 

Fri. lite:!r fome noife.-Lady, come from that neft 
Of death, contagion, and unnatural fleep 1 ; 

A greater Power than we can contradiCt 

S I drtamt m] ."after and .. o/her fougbt,) This is one of the touches 
of nature th.t would have efca~d the h.tnd of any painter leCs atten
tive to it than ShakCpeare. What happens to a perf en while he is 
unqer tbe maniCell: influence of fear, will Ceem to him, wh'n he is 
recovered from it, Iilee a dream. Homer, Book 8tb, repreCents 
Rheru , dying fall: afieep, and as it were beholding his tl'Iemy in a 
dream plunging a Cword into his boCom. EIl/btlliul and lhcltr both 
applaud this image aa very natural; for a man in fuch a condition, 
fays Pope, awakes no furthor than to Cee confufedly what environs 
him, and to think it not a reality, but. vi60n. STXItVltNS. 

9 <The lad] /Ii".) In the alteration of this play now exhib,ted on 
the /lage, Mr. Garrick appears to have been indebted to Otway, who, 
perhaps without any knowledge of the ftory as told by Da Porto an4 
Bandello, does not permit his hero to di~ before his wife awakcc : 

Ma,. Jun. She breathes, aDd /lirs. 
La",. (in ,be tomb.l Where am I? bleCs me! Heaven I 

"Ii, "'try .. fl, and yet here's fomething warm. 
Mar. Jun. Sh. Ii",.., and we /ball botb be ",.de ;",,,,0,/.1. 

Speak, my Lavinia, fpeak fame heavenly news, 
And tell me how the god a dengn to treat u •• . 

La'll. 0, I have fiept a long ten thoufand yean.-
What have they done with mc? I'll not hi Ii,'d tbuI: 
PI/not 'W.d Sylla; Mariu,;, "'J hujbll1ltl... idA L pN S. 

• - 4114 IInlla/ur.l fI 'f ; ) Shakfpe.re .Uu4e. to the Sleep of J uliet, 
which was Ilnn"t",.I, being brdu ,t on by druSJ. STU:UNI. 

lfath 
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Hath th\\~rted our intents; cpme, come away 1 

Thy hufband in thy hofom there lies dead ~ ; 
And Paris too; come, I'll difpofe of thee 
Among a fifrerhood of holy nuns: 
Stay not to qu.eftion, for tbe watch is coming 3 ; 

, CQme, go, good J uliet,-[ NoiJe aga;':.] I dare no longer 
fray. . [E,Yil, 

Jul. Go, get thee hence, for I will not away.
What's here? a cup, clos'd in my true love's hand? 
Ppifon, I fee, hath been his timelefs end :-
o churl! drink all; and leave no friendly drop 4o. 

To help me after r- I will kifs thy lips; 
Haply, fOn'le poifon yet doth hang on them, 
To make me die with a reftorative. [lwes him. 
Thy lips are warm! 

~. Watch. ["fiJhin.] Lead, boy:-Which way? 

.. Tby bufband in thy bofom lb." li., dead;J ShakCpeare has been ~r~ 
raigned fer departing from the iralian novel, in making Romeo die 
before] ulict awakes from her tranGe; and thua 10Gng a happy oppor
tunity of introducing an affeaing {eeoe between theCe unfortunate lo~ 
verso But he undoubredl~ bad nner read the Ital ian novel, or any 
littral tranllation of it, and was Illilled by the poem of Rom.us anti 
'Jl'li~t, the authour of which deparred from the Italian ftory, making 
die poifon take e1fetl on Romeo before Juliet awakes. Sec a tTanf~ 
larion of the original pathetiek narrative in Vol. X. in a note on the 
poem neolr the end. MALONE. 

3 Stay not t. '1"'fli.", for lb. watch is coming;] It has been objetled 
that there is no {uch eftabli1hment in any of the cities of Italy. Shak
ippare {eldom {crupled to give the manners and ufages of his "wn coun~ 
try to others, In thil particular inftance the old poem was hi, 
guide: 

.r< The weary watch difcharg'd did hie them home to Deep.': 
Again: 
, ~'The 'Wllteb",.n of the town the whilft are palTed by, 

.. And through the gatea the candlelight within the! tomb they 
{py." MALONlt • 

.. 0 ,burl! drink oJl; Ilnd leave 110 (ritndry drop,] The text i. here 
made out from the quarto of ~597 :md that of 1599. Th~ liill hat~ 

Ab churl! drillit all, and Ita"" no drop for me ! 
The othrt: 
, 0 chUTII drunk all, and lift no friendly drop, 

To help me afcer? M,o\I.ONlI. 

Jul. 
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Jul. Yea, noife l-then I'll be brief. -0 ha,ppy dag. 

get! .' [Jnatchi'ng Romeo's daggers. 
This is thy /heath; (j1ahs herftlf.] there ruft, and let 

me die 6• [falls Dn Romeo's body, and diel. 
Ellter Watch, 'With tbe Page if Paris. 

Pagl. This is the place; there, where the torch doth 
burn. 

J. Watch. The ground is bloody; Search about the 
church-yard; 

Go, fomeofyou, who e'er you find, attach. [Exeunt !ome. 
Pitiful fight! here lies the county {lain ;-
And Juliet bleeding; warm, and newly dead. 
Who here hath lain thefe two days buried.-
Go, tell the prince,-run to the Capulets,-
Raife up the Montagucs.-fome others fearch 1 ;

{Exeunt other walchme1f. 

5 Snitlcbing RotntD" daggf'. J So, in Paiater'. tranllation of Pi"" 
BDifttaU, tom. ii. p. 244.-Drawing out the dagg\~r which Romeo 
ware by his fide, /he pricked herCelf witb many blows againJl tbe 
heart." STltJ:VElIS. 

It is clear that in this and moll: other places Shakfpeare followed the 
~oem, and not Painter, for Painter deft-ribes Romeo's d.gg~r as hang. 
109 at bis fid.; whereas the poem is filent as to tbe place where it huqg, 
and our authour, governed by the falhion of his own time, {UppOlCI 
it to have bung at Romeo's b .. ,k : 

" And then paft deadly fear, (for lif~ n~ had /he care,) 
" With hafty hand /he did draw out the dagger that he ware," 

MALON.!:. 
1\ -tbm ruft, and I.t "" di •. J is the reading of the quar+..o, J 599. 

That of 1597 give. the paffage thuI: 
" I, noiCe] then muft I be reCol ute • 

. " Ob, h3PP1 dagger! thou Ihalt enc! my fear i 
_ "Refl in my bofom : thus r come to thee." 

The alteration wls probably made by the poet, when he introduced the 
.words, -

" This is tbyfi>talh," ST.EItVEN.. , 
7 Raij, up Ih. Momllgutl,-j •• ' otb.,. i_arcb;-J Here (eellIs to 

'lie a rhymo intended, Which may ~e uGly rell:ored; 
" Raife up tht MontagUe!. Some other., ,D. 
U ' We Cee the ground whereon thefe woe. do lie, 
l< But the true ground of all tbh piteous u" , 
.. We cannot without circllmlhn de(cry," ]OBlISON, 

It was often thought fufficient, in the time of ~hak(?ean, fOf the f.
cowl aDd fou~th lilles in :llhnza, to rbillle with each ather. STU: ... 

We 
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We fee the ground whereon thefe woes do lie; 
But the true ~round of all thefe piteous woes, 
We cannot WIthout circnmftance defcry. 

Enllr flme of the Watch, 'With Balthafar. 
2. Watch. Here's Romeo's man, we foulld him in the 

church-yard. 
1. Wlltch. Hold him in fafety,. till the prince come hi

ther. 
Enter linD/her Watcbman. <with Friar Lawrence. 

3. Wlluh . Here is a friar, that trembles, fighs. and 
. weeps: 
We took this mattock and this fpade from him. 
As he was coming from this church-yard fide. 

1. Watch. A great fufpicion j Stay the friar too. 
Enter fhl PrinlOe, and .Attendants. 

Prinu. What mifadventure is fo el\l'ly up. 
That calls oar perfon from OUt morning's reft ? 

Enter CAPtlLET, Lady CAftlLET, anJOtb,rs. 
Cap. What {bollid it be, that they fo- {briek abroad' ? 
La. Cap. The people in the fI:reet cry-Romeo, 

Some-Juliet, and {orne-Paris j and all run, 
With open Ololt-Cry, toward our monumj:nt. 

Prj"". What fear is this, which ftartles in our ears II? 
J. Watch. Sovereign, here lies the county Paris flain; 

And Romeo dea<l; and Juliet, dead before, 
Warm and new kill'd. 

Prinu. Search, feek, and know how this foul murder 
comes. 

1. Watch. Here is afriar. and flaughter'd Romeo's man i 
With infuuments upon them, .6t to open 
Thefe dead men's tombs. 

Cap. 0 ', heavens J-O, wife! look how our daughter 
bleeds! 

Thls dagger hath mifla'en.":"for, 101 his houfe 

8 -till' th!y fD jh,itk d/mdd'l Thus the folio and thtt undated 
quarto. The quarto of J599 has-that j, (0 /brick abroad. M"'LO" '. 

9 WiIIt JtlW if tbu, 'fIIb;,b fla,tl" ;/1 0\11' tars 'l Th~ old copic. rud 
-inJ~/I' can. The cmclld.uion w ma6c by Dr. loho{oD. 

• M.U.ONJI. 

5 b 
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Is empty on the back of MontagL;e,- • 
And is mif-fheathed in my daughter's bofom '. 

La. Cap. 0 me! this fight of death is as a bell, 
That warns myoId age to a fepuIcher. 

Enter MONTAGUE, and Othtrs. 
Prince. Come, Montague j for thou art early up~, 

To fee thy fon and heir more early do 'In. 
Mon. Alas, my liege, my wife i to dead to-night 3; 

Grief of my fon's exile hath ftopp'd her breath: 
What further woe confpires againft mine age? 

PriMe. Look, and thou /halt fee. 
MDn. 0 thou untaught! what m nners is in this 4, 

To 

I Tbi, Jaggfr b"tb mijl"l,n, for 10 I bi, bOUft 
Is emf"Y o~ t bt baci of Mont"gile, 
Andil mifbeatbed I. my daugbtt,'s hofom.] The words, «for,lo! 

bi. b .. r. is e"'Ply .~ tb~ b"clc of Mont"g"'," are to he con6der~d as 
parenthetical. In p. 163, I. 7, we have a IimiJ:u conftrulUoD. 

The reading ofth. text is tbatof tbe undated quarto; tbat of 1609. 
and tbe folio. The quarto of '599 reads-And it m!1he.uhed. b. 
the originll cop\, of 1597 the lille ftand. thus: 

_This dagger has miftook, 
For lo! the backe is empty of yang Montague, 
And it i, /heathed in our daughter's breaft. MALO E. 

It oppear. that the dagger was anciently Worn bebind tbt iJ"c!. So. 
in The longer thou li'Utfl tbe m.rt fooo' tbou "rt, J 570 : 

" Thou mull: we",e thy (worde by thy lide, . 
" And thy dagger haDdfumly attb) badt." 

Again, in Humor',OrdiIlDrie, &c, an ancient coUellion offatires, no date: 
" See you the huge bum dagger at bis bllcie'" STE£V1I: NS . 

~ -for thou art early up, & • • 1 This fpeech (as appears from the 
following pon.ge in Tht S ... nd Part .f tht Downfall of Roh." Earl 
if Huntingdon , 160') has fomething proverbial in it: 

" In you i'faitb the proverb's verilied, 
" rou arttarly lip, and yet are oe'er the near." 5TEEvuu. 

3 AI"s, My liege, 1111 'Wife is dead to-nigbt;] After this line the 
quarto '597 add., 

" And young Benvolio is dtceaCed too." 
But this I Cuppofe the poet rejelled on hi. reviuon of the play, as UII
nec:etrary lIaughter. STEXVENS. 

+ 0 th." "ntllugbt I &c.] So, in Tht Tragedy .f Dar;"s, 1603 : 
~c Ab me! maliciou. fates have dOll. me "'rc.og: 
.. Who came firft to the world, fhould Brft depart. 
ee It not becomes tbe old t'o'er-Iiye the young; 
ff Thl, dcalin& is prepOll;'fOlIS IJld o'Cr-thwllt." STltSVIfNS. 

Again, 
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To prefs before thy father to a grave? 
Pri1lce: Seal up the mouth of outrage for a while. 

Till we can clear thefe ambiguities. 
And know their fpring. their head. their true defcent ; 
And then will I be general of your woes. 
And lead you even to death: Mean time forbear. 
And let m~fchance be fiave to patience.-
Bring forth the parties of fufpicion. 

Fri. I am the greatell. able to do leall. 
Yet moll fufpeCied. as the time and place 
Doth make againft me. of this direful murder; 
And here I frand. both to impeach and purge 
~yfelf condemned and myfelf e cus'd. 

Pri1lce . Then fay at once what thou doll know in thi •• 
Fri '. I win be brief. for my fhort date of breath 

Is not fo long as is a tedious tale 6. 

Romeo. there dead, was hufband to that Juliet; 
And fhe. there dead. that Romeo's faithful wife; 
I married thcm; and their llolen marriage-day 
Was Tybalt's dooms-day, whofe untimely dealh 
Banifh'd the new-made bridegroom from this city; 
For whom. and not for Tybalt, Juliet pin'd. 
y ou.-to remove that liege of grief from her,
Betroth'd. and would have married her perforce, 
To county Paris :-Then cornea fhe to me ; 
And. with wild looks, bid me devife fome means 
To rid her from this fecond marriage. 
Or. in my cell there would file kill herfclf. 

Again, in our poet'. Rllit .f LutrIC' I 
.. If children pre-d.cea(e progenitors, 
.. We are their otT.pring, and they none of oura," M"'LO"~. 

5 Friar.l It i. much to be lamented, that tbe poet did not con
dude the aialoguc with the aaion, and avoid a narrative of nentl 
which tbe audience already knew. JOHN .ON. 

Shakfpeare was led into thi. unintereftlng oarralive by following too 
clo(ely ']"b,']""tictlll H,jlo'Y of R.ltltll' a~"Jllli'l. MALONE. 

6 -til, Jbort Jilt. of Drlllt" ' 
I, ... t f. I'~l'" i, a ttdi •• , UU,] So, in tbc 91ft Pf.lm :_cc when 

thou 1ft aDgry, all our cby. arc gone; we: brill our Icarl 10 an end, 
al it were a. tlle thac il told," M,u, o In: , 

Then 
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Then gave I her, fo tutor'd by my art, 
A Jleeping potion; which fo took elfFCl: 
As I intended, for it wrought on her 
The form of death: mean time [ writ to Romeo, 
That he fhould hither come as this dire night. 
To help to take her from her borrow'd grave, 
:Being the lime the potion"s force fuould ceafe. 
:But he which bore my Jetter, friar John, 
Was ftai,d-by accident; and yefternight 
Return'd my letter back : Then all alone, 
At the prefixed hour of her waking, 
Came 1 to take her from her kindr:d's vault; 
Meaning to keep her clofely at my cell , 
~rill I conveniently could fend to Romeo: 
But, when I nme, (fome minute ere the time 
Of her awakening,) here untimely lay 
The noble Paris, and true Romeo, dead. 
She wakes; and I I:ntreated h,er come forth, 
And bear this work of heaven with patience: 
But then a noire did fcare me fr m the tomb; 
And /he, too defperate, would not go with me, 
But (as it feems) did violence on herfe1f. 
All this I know ; and to the marriage 
Her nurre is privy: And, if aught in this 
Mifcarry'd by my fault, let myoid life 
Be facrific'd, fome hour before his time, 
Unto the rigour offevetell law. 

Prince. We frill have kno\yn thee for a holy man.
Where's Romeo's man r what can.he fay in this 1 

Bal. I brought my mal~er new~ of Juliet's death; 
And then in poft he came from Mantua, 
To this fame place, to this fame monument. 
This letter he early bid me give hiS-father; 
And threaten'd me with death, going in the vault, 
If I departed not, and left him there. 

Prinu. Give me the letter, I wjlllook on it.
Where is the county's page, that rais'd the watch 1-
Sarah, what made YOllr mailer in this pb.:e ? 

P4ge. He came with flowen to -ftrew hi. lad'y" grave J 
And bid me frand aloof. and fo I did; 

Anon, 
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.Anon, comeS' one with light to ope the tom.b; 
And, by and by, my mailer drew on him; 
And then .I ran away to can the watch. 

Prince. This letter doth make good the friar's words, 
Their courfe of love, thetidin$s ofller death; 
And here he writes- that lie dId buy a poifon 
Of a poor 'pothecary, and therew'ithal 
Came to thi s vault to die, and lie with Juliet ....... 
Where be thefe enemies r Capul t! Montague! 
See, what a fcour.ge is laid upon your hate, 
That heaven finds mean ro kill your joys with 10'Vel 
And I, for winking at your difi ords too, 
Have loft a brace of kinfmen 7 :-:1.11 are punifh'd. 

Cap. 0, brother Montague, give me thy hand: 
This is my daughter'S jointure, for no mort: 
Can I demand. . 

Mon . But I can give thee more: 
For I will raife her Untue in pure golq. ; 
That, while Verona by that name is known, 
There fhan 110 fi,gure at fuch rate be fet, 
As that of true and faithful Juliet. 

Cap . As rich fhall Romeo by his lady lie; 
Poor facrifices of our enmity I 

Princt. A gJoomi~ peace ~ this morning with it brings; 
The fun, for forrow, will not fhew his head: 

7 Havt loft a brtJaoj Ai"fm .. :] Mercutio and Pari.: Mercutio i. 
expreOy called the prince's kin(ma n in Aa III . f •. iv. and th.t Pari, 
alfo was the prince's kiRfman, may be inferred from t he {"lIowiug 
palI'age.. Capulet, (peaking of the count in the fourth aa, defcribea 
him as "a lIentieman of prin((/y parentiie," and~ after he, u killed, 
Romeo (ay_, 

" --Let me perufe thi. face; 
" M,rClt/io's kinfman, nobJe county Paris." MJlL01'l£. 

8 A glooming ,pta", &:c.] The modern editions read-gloom] ; but 
gloaming •• whi ~h i, the old reading, mdY be the tru~ olle. S, in the 
"Spllnijb 'Tragtdy., '1605 I 

" Through dreadfullh1des of ever_gl. amlng night." 
To gloom is an ancient verb u(ed by Spen(er; 1 meet with it 

likewi(e in the play of'TD11t'Ij/~rtJndbil~vllt> J661' 
" If ~itbcr he ga(peth or gloDm'tb/' ST 1:£ VUIS. 

Gloomy i. the reading of the old copy in 1597 i for which glmning ~ 
was Cubftituted in dut of 1599. M"LO 1;. 

VOL. IX. . N Go 
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Go hence/to have more talk of there fad things '; 
Some !hall be pardoIl"d. and fome punifbed 9: 
For never was a frory of more woe, 
Than this of Juliet and he Romeo·. [Exell1tt~ 

P S."u /hall be pard.,,' d, atld f.",e pnijlJtd:J This fums to be oot 
a refolution in the princt, but a relieaion on the uriou. difpenfations 
of providence j for who was there tlat1COuid julUy be puoilhed by any 
humanlaw? EnwAIDs'sMSS. 

This line has refere,nce to tbe novel from which the fable i. taken. 
Here we read that Juliet's female attendant-was banilhed for conceal. 
in, the marriage; Romeo's fervant fet at liberty becaufe he had only 
aaed in obedience to his maller's orders; tile apothecary taleen, tor. 
tured, condemned, and haoged; while friar Lawrence was permitted 
t o retire to a hermitage in the nei~hbourhood of. Verona, where he 
ended 'his lIfe in penitence and peace. ~T U l V & NI. 

t -Juliet and ber Rome •. J ShalOpeare has aot eHeaed the al teta. 
tion of this play by introdUCIng any new incidents, but merely by add. 
ing to tbe length of the fcenes. 

The piece appears to have bun alway. a very popular one. Marlton, 
in his ratire •• ISi/S, fal's : 

" LufeUl, what', play'd to.day ?-faitItJ now I know 
.. I fe t thy lips abroach, from whence doth /low 
" Nought but pure Jul.iet ana Romeo." g. liZ VZN S. 

F.r tie",,, 'lUa, a jlory of mOrl 'W.t , 
Tba" Ibis oj Juliet lInd bIT R .meo.) Thefe lines {cern to have 

been formed, on the concluding couplet of tbe poem of RDm'/l1 atld 
,_litt : 

" - among the monumentt that in V .. rona been, 
" There i. no monument morc worthy of tbe Itght, 
U Than i. the tomb of Juliet, and Rorneus her kniCht." 

MALONE. 
This piny ~ one of the moft pleafing of our author·, performances. 

The fcenes are bufy and various, tbe incidents numero~s and impor. 
ta nt, the tata!lrophe irrdillibly a/felling, and the procef' of the aaion 
carried on with fuch probabi'liry, at leall with fuch congruity to popular 
opinions, as tragedy requires. 

Here is one of tbe few attempts of Shakfpeare to exhibit the con
verf.tion of gentlemen, to repreCent Ute airy fprightiinef. of juvenile 
eleg.n~e. Mr. Dryden mentions a tradition, which ,mii\ht ewly 
reach his time, of a declarati nn m.de by Shakfpeare, tbat. IJ. 'W/u 
obliged to Aill MtrC~tio ilt lb. tbird ,,0, 111 bl jhould b""e btln Ailltd hI 
him. Yet he think. him "' fucb j ormid"bleperfon, bllt tbal h. Migbt 
hove lived tbrDlIgb Ibe ploy, and ditd i" hi! bed, without danger to a 
poet. Dryden well knew, h ad he been in quell: of trutb, tha4 in a 
pointed fentence, more regnrd i. common!)' had to the words than the 
thoullht, and that it is very feldom to be rigorollfiy lInderftood. Mer-

cutio', 
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tutio' ... i~ gaiety, and courage, will alway. procure him friend. that 
",jib him a longer life j but his death is not precipitated, he has Iiftd 
out the time allotted him in the conftruaion of the play l nor do I 
doubt the ability of Shak(peare to have continued his ui~nce. 
though (ome of his falliei ore perhaps oot of the reich of Dryden; 
whofe genius was not very fertile of merri ment, nor duailc to humoVl', 
but .cute, argumentative, compreben6ve. and (ubUme. 

The nur(e i. one of the charaaer. in which the allthor delighted: 
he has, with grelt (ubrilt)' of diftinaion, drawn her at UDce 10'1111. 
cious and fccret, obfe'luious and infolent, tri1Ry and dilbonelt. 

His comick fcenes are happily wrought, but IU. pathetick ftclina arc 
always polluted witb fome unexpeaed deprlvationa. Hi. perfon .. bow
ever diftreffed, b,,'fI' " tOll"it lift tbt.. i. tli,i, -if",. " ";j"Uh 
c.~rtit. JOHN IO )!, 
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Lortls, Ladies, Officers, Soldiers, Players, Gra'lJe-d~ggers~ 
Sailors, Mejfongers, and IIlher Attendant!.. 

S C ENE, Elfinpre. 



H A M L E 

,A. C T I. seE N E I. 
Elflllore. ../ Platfor", "ifore the CaJllt. 

FRAN.c,lSCO on his pojl. Enter to hiln BERNARDO. 

B er. Who's there 1 
Fran. Nay, anfwer me~: lland, and unfold yourfelf. 

I The original !lory on which this play is built, may be found 
in Saxo Grammaticus the Danilh hillorian. From thence Bclle
foreft adopted it 1n hi, cl'UdtioQ of novel., in {even volumes, which he 
began in 1564, aDd continued to pubJiIh tbrough fuc"cdin, years. 
From this work, '['b, Hyfl"i. of lID/fIblttt, quarto. bl. I. was tranf
)aled. I have hitherto met with no earlier edition of the play than 
one in the year 1604, though it muft have been perfprmed before thae 
time, as I have feen a copy 0'£ Speght" edition of Chaucer, Which 
formerly be.lo!,ged to Dr. Gabriel H~rvey, (the ant'$onill of Nalh) 
who, in h.i~ own ~13nd-writi ng, h~s fet down the play, aI a per
formance with whIch he was we)1 acquainted, in the yeOT 1598. Hi. 
words are thefe; "T~e youngcr rOrt t.kc muel;, delight In Shake
.. fpeale', Venus and Adonis; but hi. Lucrece, and his tragedy of 
cr H amlet Prince of Denmad:.c, have it in tbem to plcafe the wi(ce 
" {o~t, 1598." . 
~n tbe book. of the Stationers' Contpal:l¥ thi, pt.., was entered by 

James Roberts, July .. 6, J602., under the title of • A hooke called 
':fbe R",eng' of Ham/tit, Prina of De./IIarIt, al it waa lately aaed by 
the Lord Chamberlain hi' (ervantea." 
. In Eajlwa,d Hoe by G. Chapman, B. Jonfon, a.nd J. MarRon, 
1605, i, • fling at the hero of thi, tragedy. A footman named H""/., 
enters, and a tankard.beare.r alk' him-" 'Sfoote, IIa.ltt, are ),011 

"",d P" STXltVltNS. 
Surely no ratire Wat here intended. EII}k»ard Hac Wat aaed at 

Shakfpcare's own playhoure, (Blackfriert,> by the children IIf the 
revels, in 1605' 

A play on the Cubjea of Ha",l" had been exhibited on the /lage be
fore the year J 5S9, of which Thomas Kyd Wal. 1 believe, the authour. 
On that play, and on the bl.lelter Hijloril of H.",blel, our poet, I con
jeaure, conRruaed the tragedy before UI. 'The earlieft edition of tbe 
pioee-narrative wbicb I have {een, was printed in 1608, bllt It ua
doubted)y wu a republication. 

Shakfpeare', Ha.I,t Wat written, if my conjcaure be well founded, 
i~ 1596. $ee.Art .A1II_pt" "jttruu" tb. arder aJ bis pl"]I, Vol. I. 

MIo LONlt. 
2. _.,:] i. e. _, who am already on thl! .,..ateh,anel have a rilhe 

to cltmillel the .,.."cboword, ST x nUll. • 
N + Biro 



184 HAM L E 't, 
Btr. Long live ,tile king 3! 
Fran. Benurdo! 
Ber. He. 
Fran. You come moll carefully upon your hour. 
B,r. 'Tis now frruck twel~e; get thee to bed. Fran

cifco. 
Fran. For this relief, much tbilnks: 'tis bitter cold. 

And I am lick at heart. } 
}Jer. Have you had quiet guard? 
Fran. Not a moure frirring. 
}Jer. Well, good night. 

If you do meet Horatio and Marcellus, 
The rivals of my watch 4-. bid them make hafte. 

3 Lo"g /;<1, tb. ling /) Thl, {en,tCllce appufl to hne been the 
watch-word. MAL"!'S. 

4- 'Tberi'3Is of",y 'Watcb,] Rivail. (or part/!ers. W A RBVR TON. 

SO, in 4ntOll, "lid CI.opatra (the quotation i, Mr. Steevens', ) r 
" Crfar having made uAt of hlm in the wars againft Pompey, pre
{ently denied him rifJality." 

Ri",ar i. con/hatly u(ed by Shakfpeare for a partn~r or aaociate. 
In Bullokar's Englijh Expofitor, 8vo. 'J6t6, it is nelined, "On. that 
JUllb for th~ Jam. tbing 'Wllb anotb.r j" aad helle Shakfpeare, with 
his ufual licence, always ufel it in the fenfe of on. mgag.d ill tb. 
Jam •• ",,,roy,,,tnt or Djfice 'Witb a.otber. Co",/etitor, w~ich is explained 
by Bullokar by the very fame words which he has employed in the 
definition of ri",,,I, i. ill like manner (as Mr. M a(or. hu obferv~d,) 
always u(ed by Shakfpeare for ajfodatt. See Vol. I. p. T40, n. 7' 
Vol. 11. p. 330, n. 7, Vol.l V. p. go, n. 3, Vol. VI. p. SSg, n • • J anel 
Vol. Vll. p. 455, o. 7· 

Mr. Warner would read and point thus: 
If you do meet Horatio, and Marcellus 
The ri"a/ of my wattb,-

beeaufe Horatio is 3 gentleman o( no profeffion, and becaufe, as he 
conceived. there was but one perfon on e~ch watch. But there is no 
need of change. Horatio is certainly not an officer, but Hamlet', 
fellow-nudent at Wittenberg: but as he accompanie MucclJul anel 
Bernardo on the watch from a motive of eurioOty, our poet ccnJjderl 
him very properly ,~ aD "jforillte with them. Horatio himfelf fays to 
Hamlet in 3 fubfequent (ee. e, 

Ie --This to me 
" In drtadful feercey impart they diel, 
" And 1 wilb Ib,. the thiN Dieht Aelt !},t .,."h." ' MA~O :E. 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. IllS 

pnter HOR~Tlo, ani MARCELL'lTS. 

Fraitj think, 1 hear them.-Stand,ho ! Who is there? 
Hor. Friends to this ground. 
Mar. And liegemen to the Dane. 
Fran. Give you good night. 
Mar. 0, farewel, honeft foldier: 

Who hath reliev'd you? 
Fratl. Bernardo hath my place. 

Give you good night. 
MisT. Rolla! Bernardo! 
Ber. Say, 

What, is Horatio there? 

[Exit Francifco. 

Hor. !1 piece of him s. . . 
Ber. Welcome, HoratiO'; welcome, good Marcellus. 
Ror. What, has this thing appeat'd again to-nightlSt 
Ber. I have feen nothing. 
Mar. Horatio fays, 'tis but our fantafy ; 

And will not let belief take hold of him, 
Touching this dreaded fight, twice feen of us : 
Thetefore I have entreated him along, 
With us tQ watch the minutes of this night 7 ; 

That, if again this apparition come, 
He may approve our eyes " and fpeak to it. 

J\ piece ~f hi""l Bu~ \Vh)''' plm' He ray. this a~ he gim hit 
hand. Whldldire£bon/hould be 'marked. WARllvaToN • 

.If pim Dfbl"" is, I believe, no JI'Iore than a eant exprellion. 
ST.tllVUII. 

6 Hor. What, /Sfc.] Thlls the quarto, 1604. Thefa wer!IJ in the 
(olio are given to Marcellus. M J\ LON.I:. 

1 -Ib, minatll if rbil .igbt j) This (eems to have been In ell
prellion common in' Shakfpearc" time. 1 und it in one of Ford'. 
plays, Tbe Fandll, A!l V. 

" I proroife ere tbe minu,., 01 tbe night,....... ST •• vaN" 
• He ",ay approve ollr ty .. ,-) He may make sood the telUmony of 

our eyes I be alTured by his own experience of the truth o( that w/lir;h 
CIt have related, in &DnjqIJt1lce Dr pa",ing Dttll tyt-'UJitrltffil to it. To ap
Pf6'Ut in Sbakfpeare'. age /ignilled 10 ",de gDDd, or effablilh, and r. (0 
defined ill Clwdrey'. Aipb.bfl;t.J Tllbl. if li4rd Enzlifh _,iJ., &'0. 
~60i' So, in KI'r.g L,a, I 

!" 00011 



Js6 H ' A M LET, 
Hor. 'l'uJh! tufu! 'twiU v.ot app ar. 
Ber. Sit down a while; 

And let 4\15 once again affail your ears, 
That are (0 fortified againft our flory, 
What we two nights )lave (een 9 .• 

Hor. WeJl, fit we down, 
And let us hear Bernardo fpejlk of this. 

Ber. Lafr night of all, 
When yon fame frar, that's wefrw:uQ. from the pole~ 
Had made his clilurfe to illume that part of heaven 
Where now it burns, Marcellus, and myfelf, 
The bell then beating one,-

Mar. Peace, break. thee off; look, where it come~ 
3pain! 

£nttl' GHOST. 

Ber. In the fame figure, like the king that's dead. 
Mar. Thou art a fcl).olar, fpeak to it, Hor~tio. 
Ber. Looks it not lik!! ~he king 1 mark it, Horatio. 
Hor. Moftlike:-itharrows me S witl fea.f, and won~ 

der. .. 
Ber. It would be fpoke to. 
Mar. Speak to it, Horatio. 
Hor. What art thou, that u(u'rp'fr this time of night, 

Together with that fair and warlike f('lrm 
In which the majeO:y of bury'd Denmark 
Did. fomedmes much l by ,heaven I charge thq:. fpe.ak! 

Mar. It is offended. 
JJer. See! it fralks away. 
Hor. Stay; fpeak; (peak ~ charge tbee • . fpeak. 

. . '[Exit Gholl~ 
M/ff:. 'Tis gone.,. and ~viU not anfwer. 

" Good klog, that mull: appr,D'Ut the common faw ! 
" Thou out of heaven', \>enedi8:ion com'lI: 
.. To the warm fun," MALOJ\',E. 

!l lYbat we two nigb" b"'IIt fttn.] This line is by Hanmer gi en to 
Marcellus, but without necenity. JOHNSON. . 

I It harrows "", &c.] To blJrr DW is to tonqllar, to (\lbdue. The 
word i. of Saxon origin. So, in the old hi. 1. romance tlf S" E,la .. 
,IIlQllrt of ArtD" : 

~f He fwore by hilll mat b.rr~t(J hell," S T;U VI lIS. 

Ber. 
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Ber. How now, Horatio 1 you tremble, and look pale~ 

Is. not this famething more than fantafy ( 
What think you of it ? 

Hor. Before my God, I might not this believe~ 
Without the fenfible and trutC a\1du'):h· 
Of mine own eyes. 

Mar. Is .it not like the kirtg 1 
Hor. As thou art to thyfeIf: 

~uch was the very arm.our he had on, 
When he the ambitious Norway combated; . 
So frown'd he once, when, in an angry parle", 
He fmote the {ledded Polacks on the ice 1. 

'Tis fuange. ·, . 
Mar. Thus, twice before, and jump at this dead hour •• 

.. -an angry parle,) This is one of the alFetled words introduced 
by!-illy. So, in 'Tow.Wif. Men a"d all 1M RejJ Fooll, 1619; 

" - that you t~ld me at our lact.J>ar/ .... S'flt E""~S. 
1 H,!m.u(b.lledded Polack, 011 th'';et.] Pol lid Wat, in that age, 

the term for an inhabitant of Poland: Polagut, French. As in 
F. D~viron's trannation of Pafferatius's epitaph on Hen~y Ill. of 
France, puhlithed by Camden I • . ' • 

~ , Whether thy cbance or choiee thee .hither brings, 
" Stay, pallen8er, and wail' the bap of king •• 
e< This little ftone a great kiog's heart cloth hotcj, 
It That rul'd the fickle French and P~/lId. bole! ; 
" Whom, with a mighty warlike hoft attended, 
.. With trait'rous knife a cowled monner ~nded. 
cr So frail are e.en the highect. earthly things I 
" OQ, patTenger, and wail. the hap of kings." JOllN'SON, 

A Jled or Jled,- is a carriage without wheels, made ofe of in the 
told c:ountrics. . So, in 'Iambuda;II' or the S(jlbMII SbtphmJ, J 590 : 

.. -upon an iVory fltd 
" Thou thalt be drawn among the frozen poles." ST &Xyltl .... 

All the old copiet have ~ollJx_Mr. Pope and the (u bfequcntedl. 
tor. read-Polac.; but the corrupted word thews, J think, that Shak ... 
fpeare wrote-Pllac... M 'ALONJ:, • 

+ -jump at this d.ad hour-J Thus the quarto, ]604' The folio, 
"here we 4>metimes find a famIliar word fubftltuted for ont nl!)re an
deot, reads-j.jJ at this dead hour. MALONX. 

Jump and juft were fynonymoul in the time of Shakfpc3re. So.l~ 
Chapman" M.y Da,. ] 611 : 

" Your appointment was jump, at tbreeJ with me." 
4\a:aiD, in J1.'KJffilf'J tranllation of the Andria of'Ter,.", 1588: 

If Come. he: thl. day fo ju.p ill the very time of this mar. 
• rialle?" STlnlllt., 

With 
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With martial {lalk hath he gone by our watch.. .' 

Hur. In what particular thought to work s, I know not; 
But, in the gro{s and fcope.6 of mine opinion, 
This bodes fome ftrange eruI1tion to ollr ftate. . 

Mar. Good DOW, fit down, and tell me, he that knows. 
Why this fame ftriCl and molt obfervant watch ' 
So nightly toils the fubjeCt of the landl 
And why fuch daily caft 7 of br<lz ,n cannon; , 
And foreign mart for implements of war! 
Why fuch imprefs of !hip-wrights, whofe fore tafk. 
Does not divide the funday from the week? 
What might be toward, that this fwe.aty halte 
Doth. make the night joint-labourer with the day; 
Who is't, that can inform me i 

Hur. That can I; . 
At lealt, the whifper goes (0. Our 1aft king. 
Whofeimage even but now appear'd to us, 
Was, as you k\'lOW; by Fortinbras of Norway. 
Thereto prick'd on by a molt emulate pride, 
Dar'd to the combat; in which, our valiant Hamlet 
(For fo this fide of our known world efteem'd him) 
Did flay this Fortinbras; who, by a /i al'd compaCl. 
Well ratify.'d by law, and heraldry', , 
Did forfeit,' with his life, all thofe his lan1s, 
Wh'ich he ft'?Od feiz'd of, to the conqueror: 

s In 'Wbat partie_lar tbougbt to 'lUorA,] ' j. e. What particular train 'ot 
thinki ng to follow. STZZUNS. ' 

6. _ grof. and foop, -) General thoughts, and tcadel\.~y at large. 
]OltNSON • 

• 1 -dai!J cat1:-] The ,quartos read c.p. STJ;:r;vurs • 
. s _ hy law lI"d btraldry,] i . e. ' wel( ratified by the rule. of law, 

and the forms prefcriuedjur-tjteialij (uch as proclamation, &c. 
. MALONS. 

Mr. Upton fays, that Shakfpcare fometimes QprelTes one thing bJ 
two fubfrantiyes, ano tbat la'DJ and b,roldt') mean., by' tb.e btrllldJ~w. 
So 4"t."J and Clt.patrll, A£!: IV. 

" Where ratber I eI:pe£!: viaorioul lire, 
" Than Jt"tb ""d bo"our, "i. e. honourable death. STltay. 

P.tt."ba1fl, in his.drt of Potji" (peaks of the Figur, ~f 'IWf!'8tS • 
.. brJift. ~.4 iJarlm, for /"trW /JQrfn j 4.'111;"" tI"rt"l (or ",t,,;. .. , 
tlrufl'," _. , AlloIla. . 

, Againa 
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Againft the which, a moiety competent 
Was gaged by our king; which had return'd 
To the inheritance of FOltinbras, 
Had he been vanquifher; as, by the fame co-mart 9, 

And carriage of the article defign'd I, 
His fell to Hamlet: Now, fir, young F ortinbrae, 
Of unimproved mettle~ hot and full, 
Hath in the flUrts of Norway, here and there, 
Shark'd up a lift oflandlefs refolutes 3• 

For food and diet, to fome enterprize 
That hath a ftomach in't 4 : which is no other 
(As it doth well appear unto our ftate) 
But to recover of us, by llrong hand, 
And terms compulfatory 5, thofe forefaid lands 
So by his father loft: And this. I take it, 
Is the n ain motive of our preparadoM ; 
The fource of this our watch; and the chief head 
Of this poll-hafte and rornag.e 6 in the land. 

Ber. I think 7. it be no other, but even fo: 
Well 

9 - dl hy tbe!Il .. ' co.mart,) Thul th~ quarto, J604. The folio 
readl-as by Ibe!amICWtnanl: for which the lite editlon. hive given 
UI-U by tblZl covenant. 

CO-IU,1 i., I fuppofe,. j oint btlTgain, a word perhap. of our poet', 
coinage. A maTI lignifying a ,reat fair or market, he would not 
have fcruplw to have Wtilten I. ",art, in the fenfe of to mai. a bll,. 
gil;". ln the preceding fpeech we lind "'Ilrl ufed for bargain or pur
chafe. MAL O r.. 

I ./I.d carriage of tb, a,I;,l. deliso'd,) Carriag., i. i",p.rl: d,
jign'd. i'/o,m,d, "Tawn up b.lwttn tbtm. J OI< N SON. 

Cawdrey in hi. Alpbailttifll/ 'Tahl" J604, defines the verb "tJil" 
thus. "To marke out or appoint for Iny purpo(e." See al(o M ill. 
1heu', Dia. 1617. "To d'filn' or thew by a token." DtJil",d II yet 
ufed in thi. fenfe in Scotland. The old copie. hare dtjt/lo,. '1 he 
c:orref\ion was made by the editor of the fecond folio. M .HONlt • 

.. Of unimproved ",ml. -) Full./ ",i./'T",.d ",ml" i. full DE 
f,pirit not regulated or luided by knowledee or eaperience. J 011 N.ON . 

3 Shark'd u~ a "fl. &c.] I believe to .fI!IlrA lip mean. to pick up 
without diIHoalon, II the jbarl lith collea, hi. prey. The q'uarto. 
read "''fI11'f' inllead afl.IIJltj,. STUVIN.. . 

... 'That b.,ba ftomach ,,,'t:-1 Sfo"'lIcb. in the time of aur au. 
thor, was uret! fo co"jI.,,'Y' Ttf07.ti,n, J OK 101 '0101. 

S -co"',,_/faID'1'] So the quarto. Folio-eo",pu!f"tf.u •• MALON)'" 
6 -romal'-J Tumulcuou. hurry. JOHN SON . 
7 1,bid, &c.) Thefe, and all other lIou con6n'd within crotchets 

tbr9111QOQC chi. pia)" arc omittecl ill thcfoUo edition of 16" 3' The 
omiffioo. 
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Well may it fort', that this portentous figure . 
Comes armed through our watch; fo like the king 
That was, and is, the queftion'Df thefe war 9. 

Har. A mote it is I, to trouble the mind's eye. 
In the moft high and palmy ftate of Rome:O, 
A little ere the mighueft J ulias fell, 
The graves fiood tenantlefs, and the !heeted dead 
Did fqueak and gibber in the Roman fireets ; 

• • • • • • • • 
As frau with trains of fire and dews of blood ; 
Difafters dimm'd the fun 3; and the moift fiar"'. 

Upon 
omiffioos leave the play fometimes better and fometimes worfe, and 
{eem made only for tbe fake of abbreviation. J OK 1'1 SON . 

It may be worth while to obferve, tbat the title-pages of the firll 
quartos in 1604 and 1605, declare this play to be tn""g.d to a/'''''ft a' 
.lItb again. /IS it W/lS, acco,ding to tb. t,II. and per/eEl CfJPPJ. ST ££ v. 

This and the following fevellteen lines are omitted in the folio. As 
1 /hall through'Out this play alway. mention whH lines are omitted ill. 
that copy, 1 have .not thought it necelfary to {nUow Or. Johnfon in 
dilHnguilhing the omitted lines by inc10ling tbem 'Within crotcbets. 

MALONE. 

8 W.lI may it fort, - ] The taUfe and the eft'et!: are proportionate 
and fuitable. 10HNSON. 

9 _ tb. '1uc/fion if tbif. WM'.] The theme or {uLjet!:. So, in 
./Into,,} ,Inti Creopatr/l: 

" -You were th$ word ifwar." M .\J. nNI;. 
2 A mote It Is,-l The firft '1uarto reads, a ",.tb. STIIVIN" 
A ",otb was only the old {pelling of ",ot., as I (ufpeEtcd in reviling 

a p~lfage in K. J06n, Vol. IV. p. 52.6, where we certainly Ihould read 
trlot.. See a note on the palfage referred to, ill the Appudi2, Vol. X. 

MALONE. 
2. _ palmy flatul Ro",.,) P.I." for ",jeor;,.,. POJ'it. 
3 As ft." ~uit6 t,ai., 01 ji", a"t! drrD' if hlood j-

DiJ!fttrs dimm'c! lb. f"";) The quarto, 160+, read. 
Difafterl i" the fun. 

For the emendation I am refpoDlibre. It-i. llrongly fupporttd not onlr 
by Plutarch'8 account in the life of ClI!fu, [n alfo the brightne{s ot 
the I"'" WII darl.".d, the which, all that yeare tbrouch, rofe nry 
tal., and fbi •• tl not out,"] bllt by nriou. pair agel in ollr allthollr'. 
works. So, in the T ""p./I: 

" - I have be-di •• ' 4 
" The noon-tide f""," 

Again, in Ki,,! Ricb.," 111 : 
If As doth the blu/hilJg difcontnted f"",-
.. When he percciYes tbe cnvioll' ~olldl &1'1 IleAl 

U To Ii,. hi ,lorl"~ 
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Upon whofe influence Neptune's empi~ !lands, 
Was fick almoft t~ dooms-day with edipfe .. 

Again, in our authour's 18th Sonnell 
" Sometime. too hot lb. 'Y' of ht"""1l Ibine" 
« And often i, his gold compTexion di",.'t/." 

And 

I fufpea that the words .11. jlar. are a corruption, and have no 
aoubt that either a line preceding or folio\\'ing the firft of thofe !iuoted 
at the head of thi. note, hnl been loft; or that the beginniog of one 
line has been joined to the end of another, ih.e inter.ening words 
being omitted. That fuch conjedures are not merely chimerical, I , 
have already proved. See Vol. V. p. :tzS, n. 8. and V ol. VI. p. 507, n. 3. 

The followini lines in Juliu. Cd!far, in which the prodigies that 
are f~id to have preceded hi! death, .re recounted, may throw (ome 
liBht on the pafTage before us : 

" - There ir one within, 
" Belides the things thu we have heard and (een, 
" R~cownt5 moft horrid fights feen by th~ watch. 
" A Honefs hath whelped in the ftreets; . 
" And grave's have yawn'd and yielded up their dea<t 1 
" Fierce liry warriors tigbt upon the clouds, 
'~ In ranks, and (quadrons, and right {arm of war, 
" Which dtiuel'd blood upon the capitol : 
" Th. noife of battle hurtled in the air, 
" Horfes do neigh, and uyin.$ men did groan; 
" A nd gIlolls did /hriek and fqued about the ftre.! .... 

The loft words I1crhapr cont3incd a derc!riftion of fiT.! war,/Q" 
jightiflg 01/ Ib, c/Qud., or of brands Durning brigbl b,.,.tb tb. /I"". 

The 15th book of Ovid', Melamo,phof,r, tranOated by Ool~jng, in 
which an account iagiven of the prodi$iU that preceded Czfar', death, 
furnillied Shakfpeare witl, fame of the images in both thefe pafTases: 

" _I)attels figb.~ng in ~he clouds with cralbing armour /lew, 
ee And dreadfuC trumpets founded in the ayre, and hornes eke blew, 
4, As warning men beforehand of the mifchide that did brew; 
" And Ph",bus olfo looking dim did caft a drowfie light, 
" Uppon the earth, whic.h ftemde likewiCe to be in (ory plighte : 
" From underneath beneath the ftarres brandt' oft (eemde burning 

brigbt. 
" It often rain'd drop. of blood. The morning ftar look'd blew, 
.. And was befotted here and there with {pecks of rlillie hew • 
.. The moone had alfo fpots of blood.-
" Salt teare,· from ivori(-images in {uJ;ldry placer (ell i-
cc The dogges did bowl~, and e.ery where appeared ghaftl), (pri,bt, • 
.. :And with an earthquake /hoken was the towne."_ 
Plutarch on!>- fays, tbat·' the (wone wat darkened," that" diyerfe 

men were (ee ... going liP and down in fire"; there were •• /ires io the 
~Iement; {piriees were feeQe running u!' and dowlIC: in the Dight, and 
olitarie birds fittiog il\ the great market-placc." 

The 



'l9 Z HAM L E '1' .. 
And even 5 the like precurre 'of fierce events 6._ 

As harbingers preceding ftillthe fates, 
And prologue to the omen coming on 7,_ 
Have heaven and earth together demonftrated 
Unto our climatures and countrymen.-

The dlfagreuble recurrence of the word Jilin in the {econd line in_ 
·cluces me to believe that As jlars in that which precedes, is a CQr
ruption. Perhaps Shakfpeare wrote ; 

fijlrt. with trains of nre,-
_ and dews of blood 
Difaflro •• dimm'd the (un. 

The word aftre i, ufed in an old colle41on of poem. entitled Dilll% 
41ddreCl'ed to tbe Earl of Oxenforde, a book of which 1 know not the 
date, but believe it was printed about J 580. In Otbello we have an
tre" a word el(all:ly of a /imilar formatiol). M .... LONr:. 

4 And tbe IIIoijljlllr, ace.) i. e. themoo'l, So in Marlowe's Htr~and 
:{,tllndtr, 159'8,: 

"Not that night-wand'ring, pale, and'Wllf'yjlar," &e. M .... LONE. 

And <'II"', ace.] Not only fuch prodigies have been feen in Rome, 
but the clements .'laye G,ewn our countrymen like forerunners and 
foretokens of TioleDt events. J Oll)/ SON. 

6 -I'<GM'!. oJlierce Nlept. ,] Fitrct for ItrriU •• W .... IIJ1trRTOI<. 

J rather be1ieye that ji(,ce lignines cfnJpicltOIlI, glll,ing. It is ufed 
In a fomewbet ftmUar fenfe in Tlmo". • ' 

• "0 thejitruwretchedneft tbat glory brings !" STr:~y~N S. 
7 .A"d <'O'n tbt /ii, precurfe oj fitrct tventl, 

As harbingeu p,t"ding flill lb. Jaw 
Atod prolog •• 10 Ibt omen co",i"l on,] Su, in one of 01.\1 au -

thour's poem., Vol. 'X. p. 34I! 
" nut thou furleking b,rhingtr, 
" Foulp"'Mrrer of the fiend , 
... Aug., of the fever's end," &c. 

Tbe 0""" co",ing on is, the appro~ching dreadful and portentous event • 
.so in K. Ricbard Ill. 

l< Thy name is o",i"oul to children." 
:&. e. (not boding ill fortune, but) dtj/rIlCii'Ut to children. 

Again, ihidem I 
" 0 Pomfr. , Po.mfret, 0, thou bloody priCon, 
" Fatel and omi"ou, to noble peers." 

Theobald reads-tbeo ... n'd coming_on. MALON!;. 
A ditlich from the life of Merlin, by Heywood, will /hew th It thore 

• no ocea60n for correClio" : 
" Merlin, well ver.'d in many an hidden (pell, 
... His coUntries o""n did lopg /inee ["retell. U FA-lIM.R_ 

Again. in lhe Vowbredtr I 
" And much 1 feas the weaJcne(s of her braiDe 
" !thould draw her to {orne 0",i~9111 gileDt." STJ!ZYZN'. 

" Rtdnto1' 



PRINCE OF DENMAR~ 
, • Rt-tllter 'GHosT. 
Bul, foft; behold! 10, where it comes again! 
I'll crofs it, though it blaft me.-Stay. iUulion t 
If tholl haft any fOllnd 8» Or ufe of voice. . 
Sreak to me : . ' , 
I there be any good thing to be don , 
That may to tlu:e ao cafe, and grace to me, 
Speak to me: 
If tholl art privy to thy country's fate, 
Which, hapily, foreknowing may avoid. 
0, fpeak! 
Or, If thou haJl u~hoarded in thy life 
Extorted treafure In the wDmb of eal,th, 
Ror which. they fay, you fpirits oft walk in death. 

. . [Cocl crD'WS. 
Speak of it :-ftay, and fpeak.-Stop it. Marcellus • 
. • Mar. Snail I i1:rike at it with my partizan 1 
~ Hor. bo, if it win not Mnd. ' 

}Jer. 'Tis here! ' 
HOI'~ 'Tis here! 
Milr. 'Tis gone t 

. We do it wrong, being fo majefi:icaJ. 
To offer it the {hew of violence; •. 

f E~it Ghofi: • 

:Vor it is, as the air •• nvulnerable' • 
.And our vain blows malicious mockery. 

}Jer. ~t was about to fpeak. when the cock crew, 
Hor. And thell it flarted like, a. guilty thing 

Upon,a fearful fummolls. r have beard, 
The cock, that is the trumpet to the morn •• 

" 

• \I If Ip.I' ~aft IMy jQu"tI,-l The fpcccb of Horatio tp the (peare 
is very elegant and noble, and congruous to the common tradition. of 
1ihe caufea of apparition, . JOH"ION. 

9 _ it';l, I .. the air, invulnerable,] Sq in Mllcb"b I 
" As cary may'lt thou the i"lrt~,b""t "i,; 

. .. With thy k.een blade lmpref .... 
, Again. in. King .""b~ ; . ' 

" ACainil: tlle i_"l"""ble " .. ti, ofbe .... en." M.u,oJl." 
I 'tb, cod, tbat i. Ibt tnmrptl t./he ."",] SI' the quarto. J~C14-

Folio :-to- the Ja.f. • 
J;n H",/utl', P",u./ii., ho, J6oo, I find the twP (oUowlllJ 11M. 

;afcribed to Drayton, but know not in which ofhlll'QCQ;I' thqlllef.ound. 
Vo". IX. 0 !' All' 



'Igl it 'it ~ 1. E '1'. 
Doth with his lofty, and fhrUJ.. "ou~ding thrOll~ 
Awake the tgoa ofeay;, -ana.;at hIS y?lIrni'ng. 
Whether in rea> or hr~ in ~a;t11 or air". 
The extravagant 3 ana erring fpirit hies 
To his coniine: and of the tr\llrh berein 
This prefent objeCt made pnl,oanon. 

Mar. h faded on iKe crowIng Of the cock 

" And now ,1# c.d" ,b, "",lih'g'J t,IIWptftt.;. 
" Play'd. hunifup for the day-flar to appear." 

Mr. Gray has imitated 1IO poet:; ~ 
" The m1'. a.rilltl.i'~n,pr the 'ecflDin,bom, ,_ 
" lio ,~ore /hall,rouretb'Dl.!r~ tlleir 10,,"17. 1ioiI." fi{A-rO'N'r .. 

~ Whttlfer 'm fill, tho J Atcm'dl"ng to the pllCumacololY or that 
time. -every ilem~nt was inhabited by its peculiar order or fpirits, 
who had ~i('pofitioljli i}terej!t', accotcling to their .riout places of 
abode. The me~i'?J tne'refore il.1 that all/pi,its "m'_pn" wart-. 
derins out of t'llelr el~me f, wh'et~er aenal {Plrits "rGti'l!: eirthr 'or 
earthly {pirit; rar,ging the air. reNtll 'to theIr ft!:ItiOIl. t~ tficir i!.ro~ 
limits in which theyarc conjintiJ. We might rt.a&. 

" --a!ld at hi . warning . 
l' ~h"eittavagant and erring (pirit hie, 
.. To hiS conlin:; wh"~in,fea or air, 
.. Or earth, or lire. :A'ttlloT;" &co 

B1lt thiHhange, though it woufd (mooih the ~!huaiOll, it hOI lie" 
c;e/Tary, alld, being ulIDccctl'1If> lAll"d 'not be lD'aae apinfl"lfW,rity~: 

• . ' 1'01111 10 1<-: 
BfJltrtlt 'ff ,Nt'zot_Jll., in Ms-.I"'it,,ili., V ,b, ct;JJI ... 1>,,/,I., in· 

forma UI, "II; ia ,a recciyed tradition alll.OIIC the v\llpr. that at ht 
<t tim:e of co&:cro¥ng, tife m'3n1g'bt' r2!~i}1 'o~ thefe 'Io\o~ 
.. rCJ.IoDs, and go tb rht'ir pmpet'pfke'.-fhnce it It, ~ lie, that 
II in country pillce~;wllere ilie !.v:tY oflift relllJitei aaore drly,"bou',p 
'." tit always go chearfully to work at that time I whereas if tbey 
.. re .. ca~d,abroad {Goner, t~ey im&&ine every Piing they fee . , wan
I, '!tlrlll~ hoft." -Ai{d h~ !lJlotCl 011 this 0cdIi0D, 'U aU 'Iil\ pJeHe
c1if!tl~ 'Ii ddNe, liIle wen-'IlriH' hlfilles from 'the Brft'hydin of PrI_. 
dtlltill'. I know not \'thore truinatfJb lie gt\la us, 'but 'theft it i. 
old ODe by Hey\iot!a. "rh~ ,jl.J,I1Jh/i.r. 'the lifo'" ar.d ~nl,. 
which Shakrpeare me'liti tI ~i(e tly, were dfaatryedflkti ftom the' 
elder Chriftlan potu. F A ~ ... a .. ~ 

3 'Ibtt.:t"IW4g""'-1 i. e.Gotootel' itl bound •• W,u"n'l"Mr .. 

~
S4 'rll JN6I~y .. ,lIi '3.~~b.~, ' I 5911 ~ .. -they took IDe up for l\ 
r, !1ftl." S'r'ahxir •• 
.. 4d~ All rbe trq<Win{~'''' «< •• 1 'I his ia a Yay ilricMn~!. 

'It'LilQ~ ' -'Pt.lIbftiatus givlhk In mObnt M' rtI<: !pPlItidiin Of Acllllles· 
. 'Il~~h ~ All6l1bliills TY~~llt. taY' tit~: lit '~'8DiIlft:dwlth a !' 
, tftDrntf IS foon as th= ,lid (_,d. Vito A_LiJ.I~ STlnk"Ns. 

' " ' I"'"! " 4':,,, 



PRINC~ OF bBNMARK. 4~ 
Some fay, ttt:lt em ~ inlithlit fe.foll COlD 
Wherein our Saviour"s biltll it Celebrated. 
This bird of dawnilig fi~tet1l til night ~ : 
And then, they f.y, ne q,tnt '4ares ftw tbfOai ''1 
'The nights are W\olefo'Me; mea 110 pt.nets Ih'ib. 
No fairy takes 6, 110r witch badi ~to cbar~ .. 
So hallow'a hit fo trtcioa. is the tifft. 

Hor. So have I JieMi .. 'a'114 i:io ~ p~ , elitltt 
But, look, th-e mo 1l,·i".fuiI'et 1alLnt1e 'c1l\t, 
Walks 0' eT 'the dew of yon higll eaftertl hill '.; 
Break e dur Watch up ; slid, 1)1 my ~te-, 
Let U5 impan what e hllve feen to·1litfI 
Unto young Hamlet; for) *.f'Oft 'lilY lifl, 
This [pirit, dumb to us, will r~ <to him : 
Do you confent ft 1ft'ali llequt;'I\t lift!. .... itlllf, 
As needful i" O\Ir lo'Ves, i"tt.:ng ear j tt 1 

Mar. Let's dO't, I ~Mlr; a'DH: this mcnlint1m~ 
Where we &ltlt Jid !rim iiIoft cimYeni,tnt. [£. 111 J 

SeE N E ii. 
rht folftt. ~ RfiatII V /hilI t" ;_1' .... 

E1ffllrf~king.Qyeen, HAM LBT ,POLON 1 tTS,LAJ!Jt.T", 
VOLTIMAND, COa.NIILltT., LDrdl, Imd 4I1ftui."ts. 
Xillg. Though yet ofliamlc't'OW' clew brGilar'. .. 

F~ .:&1 Ia_ iu oritinal red,; it '11~ ~ IC. .... 
$pcnlu'. 1"11''1 ~MfflI, B. I, C. V. St. '5 I 

- .. lie It.ods amneb how llc clacnc. ,.ui .. !fiIIII." . 
, ::that o~._thollr .. (u the -II iIl~. (d'" ."... AOID ..me 
taDlCllUCDnJAeI : 

," ~ Tbnllorfiin .orA_ 10M, 
:' f'\ad at fbi. {oUild it .JIiI'lUlK ,. 1aa4\e aWI¥, 
" AJII\ ~#.iI";/!r- ovr,4igbt." MAL'o"a. 

Harca Air "''',* S~ Qe.artol The f~o ,.~ .... .IAo:-. If & II ... 
'Spirit WII fe~crly ofed ., .. 1DOII.c,UaIIlc I 1t"iu. the ~uanu, 

,6o.f.,Iau-J,,, air abroad, PiTbif. Sll~ __ e wrot.-no!ltirill 4are. 
nir wb~a'" the neceaary co/l'I:aioo .at lIIade ill a late ,iArto of .. 
.lWtil9r.tl'. print.d In 1637. MALONa. 
, I> N.:f4irJ~] No (a)ryji"" withJ_eMli or'ClUCarce. 'nUl 
rente 0( I~e i, fr'."Qt ia thi. autbour. fU1UOJI. 
1-+ir.eaQtrD~iI~:J The old ,,,.(0 '114 it beuu t#>fl.-l. ,. ... 
'tlaa lllpCriority ohh. latter of tbefe nadings i. not, (0 me at lh' 
~ "pparent. I find the (OnDet ufed 1. U.,.. . .t;t. 160-7 I 

" _nd O"frc:lill\ba 
.. Yonder gilt ,ajJm; hins." 

Ziljltr" and tal-tvar(J alike lignify tD'Wllra tz,ttaj/. STU UN f. 
o z Tht 



'r~ l'l A M LET, 
The memoU' be green; and that it us befittec:l. 
To bear our hearts in grief, and our whole kingdom 
To be cont~aaed in one brow of woe ; 
Yet fo rar hath difcretion fought with nature. 
That.we with wifCft forrow think on him, 
Together with remembrance of ourfelves. 
Therefore our fOlJletime fUler, now our queen, 
The imperial jointrefs of this warlike flate, 
Have we, as 'twere, with a defeatedjoy,
With one .aufpicious, and one dropping eye s; 
With mirth in funeral, and with dirge in marriage, 
In equal Ccale weighing deligkt and dole,-
Taken to wife ': nor have we tlerein barr'd 
Your better wifdoms, which have freely gone 
With this affair along:-For all, our thanks. 

Now follows, that you know, young Fortinbras.
Hc~lding a waak f"ppofat of our worth; 
.Or thinking, your late dear brother's death, 
Our ftate to be disjoint and out of frame,
CoUeagued with this dream' of his advantage 9, 

He hath·not fail'd to peilerus with mcKage. 
Jmpotting 

','Witb one /lUfp;';DtI! •• IJ one ,{,.,ppilC 'P;1 '%'hua the folio. The 
, .. uarto; wlrb romewhat lers of qaaintae(s : 

With ." aurplciO)lI. and ,. droppinC ~. 
'TbtCalllc thoupt. howeftr. occurs in the H'itmr'. T .. It: u She haet 
.". 'JI declined f<;>r the lor. of her hWband I _tw dented that tbb 
oracle Wal fulfilled." STZSYEN I . 

D,,,pil' 'in this line probably means Jtp,'.IfiJ or cal downward. , 
an interpretation which 11 /UODIly Cllpported by tile pafi"~ alreadJ 
quoted from the 11",.,,,'. 'f.I,. It lillY. howeYer. filnlfJ .,,'tpll! • 
.. D",pi_! of tile eyes" Wal a technical erprellion in ollr alltho"r • 
time._u If the {prins be wet With milch {outh wind,--the nut {IIID
'1I'ler will happen aguerand hleamas, tIn"i"g oft/H . .,." and paiD" or 
·the bowds." Hopton" C'.'''''.c'.fJC"rl, S-o. 1616. 
. Asain, in MODtaiple's EJf.uI. dio3l-"" they never Caw any mill 
'there-with eyes d~l' or crooked aDd ftCJO(liAc throuch •••• 

MA~OIfS'. 
l 9 Collugued ..,ilb ';6" 11,.....f bif .",,'6ft.] The meanine is, 
He loes to war (oindi{creetly. anc! unprepared. that he has no allies to 
uppOrt him but a tin ••• with which he is colJuC.1d or confederated. 

. · W ••••• TOIf. 

Mr. Tlle.obalct, in hi. Sbdf~"'" Rtfl .. d , propo(ed to read __ J~ 
I,g_ttl. but ill his editioll wi' prop'erly adhered to the audent copies. . .'",olu. 



PRINCE OF DENMAR:(. 191 
I mporting the furrender ofthofe lands 
Loft by his father, with all bands oflaw, 
To our moIl: valiant brother.-So much for him. 
Now for ourfelf) and fur this time ofmeeting. 
Thus much the bufinefs is: We have here writ 
To Norway. uncle of young Fortinbru,
Who, impotent and bed-rid. fcarc:ely hears 
Of this his nephew's pwpofe,-to fupprefs 
His further gait herein I j in that the levies. 
The lifts, and full proportions, are all made 
Out of hi$ fubjea :-and we here difpatch 
You, good Cornelius, and you, Voltimand, 
For bearers of this gr ting to old Norway; 
Giving to Y9u no fu,rther perfond power 
To buunefs with the king, mote than the fcope " , 
Of thefe dilated articles allow J. . 

J1arewel; ~nd let your haie commeftd your duty. 
Cor. Yol. In that, and all things, wiil We /hew our duty • 
King. We doubt it nothing; heartily farewe). 

[Exeunt VOLTIMAND, andCORNIlL1US. 

And now, Laer.te!, what's the news with you ~ 
You told ,uS offome fuit; Whatis't, Laertesl 
You cannot fpeak uf reafon to the Dane, 
And lofe your voice: What would~ft thou beg, Laertesf That /hall not be my ofFer, not thy atking l 
The head is not more native to the heart. 
The hand more Inllrumental to the mouth, 
Than is the throne of Denmark to thy father +. 

Wllat 
, Hilf-rlhtr gait bmi" I] G~, or ,.it i . here ufed in th northern 

fenfe, for ~,ocudi.g,~II.I!a't; from thC A. S. ?Crb lilt. A l"lf for .. 
path, patTage, or lUeet, illtiJl current in the 1I0rth. P.acy. 

~ _ mort than th, [,op.-) More than is comprired in the general 
de6gn of thefe articfes, whIch you may explain in a more diff"ee and 
d'lated /lile. J OHN . ON. 

3 -tbif.dilated IIrtje/tI, ,«.J i.e. the article when dilated. MU l e. 
The poet Ihould have wrimn ,,0-,. Many writenfall into rhi. 

error, when a plural lIoun immediuely p~cede. tbe verb J •• J hue 
had o~cafion tu obCe"c in • note on a controverted pa/face ill L",,' 
L.boMrI LAjI •• MALONE.. 

.. 'J'ht h",d i, _0' ..." .. ti"'t to tb, iurt, 
, 'J'b. plmd mart injlrll ... tIlJ to ,b ... tIIltb, 

, 'rbllll,i. the thro~t of Dt. .. ." to thy /11, •• 1 The (t. fUJII. to 
be this ; the head i. Dot formed to be IIIQ1C urcfal to tbe hw!, th. 

03 baocl 



I '~ l;I- .. lrf L E · T~. 
What would'll: tho hav,. L¥~~, ~ 

"afr. My d~"d lor4. 
Your leave'and. f~vqpr. ~o ~m to FJ'3~e ; 
From whenc~ tho~a w~Ui.il~ I ca~ to Deam~. 
To (hew ~y duty in YOllr opropati.on ; 
Yet now, I mu,O; li0ltfefs~. t~4t 4.u~ doM. 
My thoughts an~ wiJhe.s b.qno aglliD towjlrd Fr,auc.e. 
And bow them to your gca.ciqys ~V& aluIJ)ardW'. 

King. Ha.,{c'Y.,o'r')j ~ ~t~eI'sl~ltv~? What f"1"s:folo .. 
nius? 

Pol. He hath, my lareS. Wf~i (fop;l~e my l\Qw,Jea,v }. 
By labourfome petition; ~Qd, ~~ laLl,," 
Upon his will I ~l'd ~X ~rd COfilf~t: 
1 do befcech you, ~~ \Um 1et{ve ro go. 

Killg. !f~e t~ fair h,olU'~ +,ert~ i ~me be thine" 
And thy beft: graces: fp~~ ~t ;Jt thy \¥iIl 6. -

But now. my' <;?!,!fin ~1p~,t.'. ~"t1~y fp,~~ , 
#.'Blf'I: ':A ~ Q)1~ ~Ir 'ry _Ijd l~s ~an ~in~ 7_ 
. . (AAI' 
. King¥ 

l1and is not mort at the reniee of the mouth, than my Pllwer is at 
your father's-(VJlJce. Tilat is, he ma¥.comnaancll)'u: to tAe utmoft, 
he may do what he pleafea wi1,lll1llYi JQncl)'. tU,q,orit;r. ST;r; r, v I t, 
~ 'W",. 11I.,Ae ~1#5 In.!o,IuIlPn unwlb~' '} tunl d GO~ 

tenl~1 to it, born WIth It, an io.ojJ~rJtj", -fjth " ." • •. 
Former1y the lioart Wit (u'ppofccl' tbe ~at of wmlnm .. ane! hehce 

the poet fpeaks of tM dole cOftnellion betWeen tbe heAlt aile! head. SCy 
Vol. VII. p. J'So, D..... MALONII. 

5 - Clr ., fr,1iIJ ~ ",.,. JhW 1".",,1 'th~ ~cwl ~t tk tY{O 
follto~ng line. are omitted 10 the folio. MALONS. 

6 '1""A< tbY!flir boll", Lfltrtts i ti ... ht thint, 
.An;' tbJ, ~tJ.z'41411 h- it fit Iobj ~(J.) The (cofe, is: "You 

l,,~ y l,a'~ ~ go .. l.a<:&:t.es i aake -~he {;&it.1i uCe you pJeafe of 
your tillMl ,114 (pjllII'I it lit YIlIil will "'itll the jaiteft gra,~s yo 
.,e autllu- of." T¥.,.ALI). 

1 c~r think thi.)ipe is in 1I(ant of-emen.dation. I read, 
--'1"i",. i: ,hi"t, 
4MrfQY kA,r,tlt(,J.; /~it 41 t/Jl'wiJl. JOUl'So.». 

" ~fAo .41;ttl • ... ". t/Ja",kio, .. JJ hI. tLAn lcind.) Xi..,! is the 
'l' ... ttIJi&;~ wore! fQrtiiIJL H~mjcttlulrJo[C.an(y('r& with propriety, to .. t,kI,. Ofutlfi" anA/ .. , WJilcJa the kins h"" given him, that ht waa 
lomewbat more than 'Dufiw, and lefs than fcrw JC>IINIDN. 

In thi.lint, with which ShMfpeacc.ir1ttoduca Hamlet. Dr. JIlhr.fon 
bas perhaps pointed oue , nU:eo: dlJialtion than it c:u juiUy bo,aft of. 
'Ro ~ alit CcoIlf, CIOIIJIA,".II for. it tJaolllc\, a..ve beell prOyed tb2t 

Aid 
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Kinl~ How is it th,t the cloucls $11 hang o,n y It' 
H4111. Not (0, my lord, I am too mu.ci) i' the fun t. 
~UIl. GOQd Hamlet, caft thynigbted colo~r off, 

And let thine eye look like a friend on 'Denmark. 
Do not, for ever, with thy vailcd lids· • 

lind was ncr u(ecl P1 IftJ E~:ritv for chilJ. .A littl •• ~t Iball 
;;;is a little more t!lan .. ·c "taticm; The kIn! wu certainly 

{omething /.f. (1u-1IMu4 by hati .. betr .. ~;1 the mother of Ramlc.t 
into an indecent and incdhaolls rnlrdll!!, and obtained the crOWn ~1 
mems which he fu(pctls tq ~ ~u/lili~bJe. In tile 5th AI!l, tbe 
Prince accufea his "o~feo.f bninl f,,('j,+~I_1II llu ."Slo".IId "i • 
.bop .. ; which o~viate' Dr. Warflllrtob~. ob)eQion to thq old l'eltU>t, 

iz. that n· the king laad Ci •• n no Ocdlion (or I'1Idl a rd.aion." 
A jingle Q( th (a/JIO IOrclt lo.JId~. Mulur 6 Jrdi" I 594. and (eena 

to have ~ i .ro UM(11 a l.ll.v, m~c "'lIla i II\P~ M1"" Ollce\ -
" tile neuer w~ are. in ~~, che fuct1lq I"e 1jlul\ be om lQve; drc 
,reater the IiI/dud Is .. tbe le{I thD jill4tj. mlllf Le." Acain, ;n'cor
"oJue, a tragedr. :r 5651 ' 

" 4:n kindt a father, lout lIot in lipM'l"t),." 
• As; .ini, .hQwcvcr. JiaAiliu /l4lMre, Hamlet may mun tbat btl rela
tionthip was ~come an ..... ,.rllionc, as It WAS ~rtlr founded upon 
inceft. OUf ~~'.I Y_lilM CfJ~, .4#lp,,} lind CIIDl4(~1' i.t 
RieblZr411, and 'Iilll' ~tplr,.it"" C&pi6i~ in't~/lce. of ~1l/~~lnc.H(cd 
for nal~", and fo too ill this play of UII..ut\ ""UlI, 5c:. thd, II:' 

llemo,Celera, tIeaC},VOIIS, Iecheroas, ~.(Jlif' vhfa;n. • 
1)1'. Farmer, however, obCuyu tIlat Ai. II rull uk.! for 'Oliji. ill the 

midland countie.~ ST .... v ",If •• 
Hamlet.doel not, I think, mean to fan as Mr. Steevens (uppofes. 

that..t.i. _",/. i. a little more tban kin, /lee. The king had caUed the 
rin -" My cQulin Hamlet, and my fdn.,I-Hls rtp(y, therefore, iI, 

...,.." I am a lillie more eh .. thy ltipfmam. ffor I am thy ftep-IOR;-) 
and fomewh at leCI -dlu kid to thee {for f hate thed, a. belli, the 

l'erCon who huclltered Into an ioce/liloua mlniae' with Illy motherJ. 
Or, if we IIndedhnd kind in its ancient feMe, ItbC1l tbe =~ninf WIll 

be,-I alii ,'tlrt lhu '''J AJ.j_". f .. llUl tJ,J jltp-I."I being filCh, 
IIZ/II le.fl IItlZr 10 Ibtl ,illr IbJ .. ,.,.1 off.{irirg. aad t'bcrefore lIot elW
tied to ,he appcnationof foil, which you have now ginn me. MALON • 

a _ 100 mutb j' lb. Ilin.] He ycrbaps allude. to che lI'"0verb, O~, Df 
.bI1Z.., •• ', bltjfirg i.r. ,b, "'.,.. JllII. ]<UJNIO'h 

- to. ",.e6 j' Ib,. In. 
Meaning probably his bein, (cnt for (rom his Alldiu ~o be expoCed r.t 
hi. Wlele'l marriaco: II bit ,bi,fljJ cqllrtltr, ate. ST n: vuu. 

1 qlletlion whether a qwbble betwee. In and JQnA>. DOt hon ir, .. 
tend.d. FARM&II. 

9 - 'lJlZiI,.I'lid.-l WitbloweriDICJcs,ca4dowDCYCl. JOHN ON. 
See Vol. V. p. 2.S6, D. g •• MALON C. 

Seek 



"'200 HAM LET. 
Seek, for thy noble father in ~he duft : . 
Thou know·ft, 'tis ~ommon; al , that !ive. muf!: die~ 
Palling through nature to eternity. 

Ham. Ay. madam. it is1common. 
~etn. If it be. . 

Why feems it fo particular with thee 1 
" Ham. Seems, madam !c'nal" it is; I know not reemi, 
'Tis not alone my inky cloak, gbod mother, 
Nor cull:omary faits of folemn black, 
Nor windy fufpiration of forc'd breath. 
No, nor the fruitful r~ver 'in the eye, . 
Nor the dejeClea hilvlour of the vifage. 
Together with all forms, modes, !hews pf grieP. 
That can denote me truly: Thefe, indeed, feem. 
For they'are IlctionS that' a man might play': 
Bull ha've that within. which pafl'et~.1hew ; 
.Thefe. but the trappings and the fuits of woe s • . 

King. '.Tis (weet and commendable in your naturc1 
, .Hamlet, • 

To give thefe mourning duties to your father: 
But, you 'mull: kno\v, your fa~her loft 1\ fath~r.; 
That father lofl:. lplj: his s; and the lurvivdr bound 
In filial obligation. fi:u: fome term 
,To do obfequious1fofr0\.Y ~: ~Dt"tO perltvet' 

~ -Ihew~.f gri.{,) Thlls the foli~. Th~ mil quarto reads
c1ulp",-I (uppole for fo!'/,'s, STI';U1UlS. 

S But 1 b.ru.,bllt Wilbill. wbicb f'lI}Jitl> fo 'W; 
, 'lb.!, hut tb. t'lIJ>Pingsllllti tlu fllits of 'W".] So, in K. Ricb.l1: 

" -my grief lies all within; 
.. And there external mannen of lamt.nt 
., Are merely Ihadowl to.the unfeen gri~f 
cc That fwells with menee to t~ tortwed,(ouV' MAL ON 1':. 

3 - YGI" /atb~r loft a.fatber ; 
Tbllt /lItb,. I.ft, i.ft.bi.;) The cneaniJlg of the pa(l'age i~ DO more 

dian this . r.", f.tber loft II/atber, i. e. yOUl' grandfather. whicb 
10) gruJjlltb, • • ICo loll his father. STE n • H S. 

4 - obfe'luioul f"'~ I] 06f"l"in. ;1 ~ert from .6j''l"its or /II~ 
_rr_lttr, ... i.,. JOlllno!>. . 

So, in 'TilliS A~JroftjclIs t 
.. To Ihed ""j''l_inltearl upon ht~~ .. S'l'EIVIII&. 

Sec Vol. VI. p. 461.110 5' MAJ. E. . 

In 



PRINCE OF DENMA?-K. 10 

In obftinate condoleplent s, IS a' cburte 
Of impious fiubbornnefs; 'tis unmanly grier· 
It !hews a wili moll incorrelt to heaven 6 ; 

A heart unfortify'd, or mind impatient; 
An underfianding fimBle and Qnlchool'd: 
For what) we know, mult be. and is a~ comm ' 
As any the moll vulgar thing to fenfe. 
Why lhould We. in our peevi!h oppoiition. 
Take .it to heart? Fie! 'tis a fault to heaven. 
A fault againft the dead, a fault to nature. 
To reafon molt abfurd 7; whofe common theme 
Is death of fathers, and who Itill hath cry'd. 
From the firft corfe, till he that died to-day" 
CJ"his muJ1 he fl. We pray you. throw to earth 
This un prevailing woe; and think of U$ 

As of a father: for let the world tal.:e note. 
Y pu are the mo1\ immediate to our thran ; 
And •. with n~ lees nobility ofl~ve I. ' • 
Than that which dearelt father bears hIS fon 
po 1 impart' toward you 9 • For your intent 

Ia 
r 

s In obflillaftColtdolement,l Cna.l.""If" for 'o"ow. WA U VII TON. 
6 _ 6 ,.,i/l ",oj1 inco,rrelt to heaven j] Not flllficl'/Itly rtilll.tcd 

by a fcnfe of duty and fubmiffion to tbe difpenf&tioD' ofprovi<!eoce. 
• MALONlE. 

. 7 To reafon ",oj1 "bl",/,l RtIlJ." il here. ufed In itlCommori fcnfe, 
for the fo'''lty by which we form.conc1uJionl from arillmcntt. 

. . JOBI/BON. 
8 Ani 'W;lb )10 ItJ. nobility if l •• ",] Noiility, fot _'_;t.I,. 

. 1VA •• ua~oN • 
• N.bility i. rather It1l,~Djity. loBlnoN. ' 

By IIobility of IHI. Mr. Heatb underlhods, emintllce ,n~ dlfllilalon 
of love. MALoNa. 

9 D. I impart to'W.,,/' .101(.] I believe tm,..rt is, itII!lI,t .. yJtlJ, tII.
munita,. whatever I cao beltow. JOHNION. 

Tbe crOWD of Denmark was dellivt. So, in Si~ CIy01ll •• Knight of 
,btChlJ,a Shi.lJ, &c. 1599 I • 

<, And me polfeC, for fpoIICed wire, y.oho in tltni.n am 
" To han the crrw_ of De"m.,k here, II beiruntO'me Came." 

The king means, that al Hamlet /lands the fairelt cbance to be next 
elefud, he will ftrive with as much love to cn(ure the crown to him, 
as a fatber "ould thew1n the continuance of beirdom to a (On. STItEV • 

.I ai,ee with Mr. Ste.,.ns, that the crown of D • .,mark (AI in moll 
of the Goth~k kiPadQlIls) was clcQivcl anll DIIC ,bcr,diiary; tbouJh 

jt 



H ~ M J, E, T. 
In going back to {(.bool in WittMberg'. 
It is moil ~ 9grade wour defife: 
And. we befee~ you. lU~1l4 ~Oll t(U~II\~n ~ 
Here. in the c~ee..r IUI.Q.c9ll1£o ~~four ~y¢, 
Our chiefe4l couni.er. couUri, and OJlr fo" 

~el11. , ~~t nQt thy lllotli~r lo(e f\er pra,:en, H~mIeJ ~ 
I pray thee, fray wjth us, go not to WJtte.nberg. 

Ham. I lhall i~ all JP~ b.r:tl.o~y'y4!'l' JAa(iam, 
King. ~h,y, us ~ 10Vlng lind a faJt r~ply ; 

Be as oUl'fetfjn Dcnmar~-Madam, come, 
This genf.\c: .,~ qDforc'd accor4 of Ham1.et 
Sits froiling ~o q)y bean: in gra~ ,w.hercof. 
No jocund ~h ~. that Dc=ark qriDJu to.day. 

it might be c:u/l:omary, ill eletlions, to ply {ome attention .tII the foyd 
blood, which b)l degreet produced hereditary {uccotlion. ,Why rhea 
do the rell: of th~ 9IJI"~l:IIfGn (o.,Often treat CI~ ·u~ af !'n "f"r/,tr, 
who had deprived )oun, Haml" of hi ri.c~t by 1W~jp;.p to hi fatb,e.&'s 
crown i Hamletulh i,"' 4r-uiUtatd. m\lr&~er, iid"Yill~n'! one wllo 
bad carryed the elotliou hy low and meaG praltices; had 

•• Po.pt in bet.eell tAe eiettion and my bopes":' 
jud 

4' FrQm a /helf the predou diid~m 1I:oIe. 
<4. And' put it io his pocket:" 

ht neY~r hlntt t.t Ai. beWg an .1"',,,, Hi. dili:onl'el\t Ir~ fr 
hi. uncle's btllij; preferred .before him~ not from ."1 ~gal riRht whkh 
he pretended tolet up to the crown. SOlfle re$ard was J _n.bably had 
to tile recommendation of tbe f.rec:edin& prince, in d~ rh fu.c. 
«tror. And therefore yMing Hamlet had "the voite of the kin, 
himfelf ~or hi. (uecemon \n Qe'lmar~j" "fld he "'; bis o,wn death pro
ahecic:s that If the elcaion would liJbt on FortUlbru, who bad hl • 
.aying "oke," conceiving that by the death of his uQqe, he hlnielf had 
betn kipg for an inftant, and had therefore a .right lO recommend. 
'WheA, in the fourth .a, ' the rabble .... ilbed to choore Laortes king, 1 
underftand that antiquity was forgot, and cult.om "iolated, byeleaing 
a new king ;n tbe lifetime of the old one, alld Fh.ps al!o by the call
illg ~ a ftranger to tbe royal blood. BI:ACIC'TON~. 

1_ t. Fho.l i. Witrrn6e,{,) In Shak(pelre', nme there .. a. an uni. 
Yerfiry at Witren\>erg, to, whl~11 h~ has ma4e Hamlet propoCe t<) nturn, 

The univerfity of Wlttrnber, was not (oudded till I SO~, ton(e. 
queutly did not e"j/l in th. time to which tbi.play is referre<l. MALON~, 

• -6 •• tl,.u 11 ,e .. ain-) i. e. Cubdue your inclination to ,0 from 
hence, mdr.main, &c:, STJ:KY JtNI , 

1 No j.tlma bealtb, -) Tbe ~g' intunperance is Very ftront1y 
impre&d; every ~~ tllat hlz:?Clls to biOI ri c:s him occafion fO 
cIriAk. JOIfNIO. . '. 

But 



PRINCE OF.' DENMARK. ?o.l 
But the g~eat cannon to the clo.1:I s {hall te • 
And th~ king's rou(e the ¥aven ili II bruit ag.Un~ 
Re-fpeaking earthly t.hunder. Come away. 

(-Exeunt Kil\&, ~ CD, Lllras, c. l'~~. 'I'"iLUI\T. 
Ham. 0, that this ~oo tall folia fle~ wO\lld m~ t, 

Thaw, and refolve itfelf iato ad w t 
Or tha~ the Everlafting h d not fix'd 
Jiis canon 'iainft felf-tlaughter S! 0 Goc\! () God! 
~9W ",e;v-y, !laie f4t> a~d wrolit:lble 
Seem to me all he ule .IJ{ dllS world! 
Fie on't! 0 lie! 'tis an UD\V ded garden, 
That grows to feed; things rank, and gro[s in nature. 
Poffers it merely 6. That it iliould come to tlV~! 
1l1lt. two montp$ dead !-nay, not fo routh, .DQ( two: 
So e¥celleJlt a lP~g; that Wia, to this, 
Hyperion to a fatyx 1; fa loving to my moUler. 

That 
• _rcColn it!t1fi~t .... J~/) Rtfo/~,. m&apl wUme IU djjN'II" 

5c.D Joofoo Ilfu the YfQrd in IU. 1I'.t,.IU, aJld ill th& {JIll. fear&, 
" Lottb th& t;.!.I.uJ COlDea !If IU. eyu." . 

.Again, La thp Coa'''J Girl, 164:11 
• - my ~ oln p:je£, ,#/.1011(/ in thefc tcan." 5TItITurs. 

S 0, t/lluth,Evtr/.Jb.1fJ b.1. ,lPIp'J 
Hit canon 'f,""ft jtlJiJA·",bt,,, I] TheperaUIf of tile edition. 

"Ild t4UDft, u i Ibe poet'. thol/sllt were, Or rbilt lb. Alpigbll II.J ao( 
pUIIJtd bU artillery, OI! arms of Yeagcanee, .l.;"~ {tIf·allr.4lt. Bile 
the word. which ~ re aced (aad which wu efpoule{by tilt WIt t4 
Mr. Hlllhu, who pvc an ellitiOll of thil piIlY) i. tbe true readIn" 
i- c. 'hilt ~ bJUi • . 01 'Ijir~ jlll,ut.;J hi' CllgW' b.w uJ peremp
tory pxohibitioa. TKJOaALD. 

There are yet tho(e wilo fuppQ{e the old feaeliAs to be the true one, 
III they ray the Vfordji;ml (eeJ;rl1 to decide Yery dron~r in itt {avour. 
1 would advife fucb to recolle~ Vi'Cil'. eapreJlion I 

- filtlt lelu pretio, atqlle ,tji"ft. ST u: Ul'I s. 
lfthe true readins wanted any rupport,it might be fujl.Jlci io CJ1dtlilll I 

" - 'l"lnjl j.lf-fl4/1gbtlr 
" Tnere is a prohlfitlo" (0 di.iae, 
.. That~rueol my w~ak hand." 

111 Shakfpcarc" time 'UM, (IIDrI".) was commonly rpelr tutU/". 
M'Jll."l'Ilt. 

6 -"JlrtryJ ia ""I,,Iy. See Vol. VII,}. :133, n.~. MALONlt. 
7 .s ... ,J,nst4U,"t.; t/uu.,.,."totbls, 

HYl!"iQIl to. lilY':] H,perion or Apollo i. re refented in all 
the ancient dUIlU, c, al eXCiuilitely bc~utiful, the fatYll hideoully 
ugly_Shakfpeare ma, (1Il_" be pardClned for not aacnllin, to the 
i @II/~ o£ L ~ , ~rc U\4 ~ C}-.HI;" j wh$ll we lid H enry 

Pauot, 



~r HAM lET. 
That he might not beteem the winds of heaven 

, ViJit her face too roughly', Hea\'en and earth! 

PlIn9t,the authour of a colledion of eplgra~$ printed in 1613, to 
which a Ldti,. preface is prefixed, writing thus: 

" Pof/br.","" not the I aft of many mdre, • 
.. A/k, "\,,hy J write in (ueh an ielle vaine," &;c. 

u'l •• ,idicul'!.P, or Sl'dngtt fo, WOIdtuds, 16mo. fign. c. 3- MALONE . 
All our Englilh poets are guilty of the liupe falre quantity, and cali 

Hyper10n Hypenon; at lull the only Jnftance J have met ,with to the 
contsasy, is in the old play of F~i, ... s '1''''''' 1633' 

" ---- Blow, gentle Mricus, 
" Play on our poop., when Hyperion'. (on 
" Shall couc~ in weft." ST&EVENf. 

8 That ht miJ,ht not bettem tht "vi.d. o/,htavt. • 
rifi.t htr ftl'~tDo ,ollgb{y:] This 'partage ought to bea 1'erpetual 

mementlo to all future editors and commentators to proceed witll the 
utmoll C3ut\on in CJ1lcnd:1tion, and never ~o difeard a word from th~ 
tc&t, merely Decaufe it is not the language of the prefent day. 

""Mr. Hughe. or Mr. Rowe, fuppofing the text to be unintelligible, for 
i tee_ boldlyfllbliituted I-""utrtd. Mr. Theobald, in order to favour hi' 
own emendation, .{lated untruly tbat ,,/1 the old copies which he hd 
{een,,lead btlt."" and \Yi~ treat pl. liability prop"fed to reaG, 

That he might not Itt .·tn·the winds ofnenen, &c. , 
Tms emendation appearing uncoDimonly happy, wu adopted by .U 

the (lIbfcquent editors. But without neeeBitr; for the zelding oHhe 
mil quarto, J6% and indeed of all the (ubfequent '1u""tos, bttu1l1e, is 
no Gorruptio'n, but a word of Shakfpeare's age; .lId accordingly it is 
DOW once more refto~ed to the text. It ia "fed by Goldin!! in Lit 
tranllatill/l of the tentr boole of Ovid'. Mettlm"I'I"jcI, 4to, 1587 I 

" The king of Gods did burne ere while in l..,ve of Ganymede. 
" The Phrygian; and the thing was found which Jupiter, that lied 
.. H.d r.ther be than what he was; yet (lnuld he not betHlJlc 
., The O.ape of allY other bird ,than ugle for to feeme. " 

R ex fu perum Phrygii quondam Ganymedis amore 
Artit; et inv~ntum eft aliquid quod Jupiter elfe, 
~1IDl quod erat, mallet; ~MI"; t"em al;to ",.,/i 
D'g~alu" nia qua: pomt (n fulmina ferre. 

rn tbe Ii>lio the word is corruptly printed belteJl'. The rhyme in 
G olding' •• erfes pro • . s that the reading of the original qu,,,o is tho! 
true one. GOlding manifelUy ufes the word in the (ente of -'&11"" 

• We find a felltjment limit.r to that before us, in Marfton', 1;q •• 
tilll' Cou.t,fs, 1603 I • 

" - /he h.d a lord, 
.. J ealous that air Ihould .. ,ill. her cbane looks." MALON ". 

So, in tfle ERrcrlude of the Lyf. aId R'rtt:ta"." of Mari, lIfAgd.
lsill', &c. by Lewis Wagert 1567; . 

" But evermore they were Ul1to me verT tellder, 
, They would notfoff.r. the "'!}'muon-ml to blowe," 'STU;"" 

Mu/t 



;PRINCE OF ,DE NMARK. 

MIl 11 r remember t why. fue would hang on'him, 
As if increafe of appe~1te had grown . 
By what it fed on: And yet. within a month,-
Let me not think on't i-Frailty, thy name is woman 1-
A little month; or ere thofe !hoes were old. ' 
With which-fue foJlow'd my'poor father's body, 

. Like Niobe, all tears 9 i-why the, even fue,-
o heaven!. a benft, chilt wants difcourfe of reafon, 
Would h:lve mourn'd longer,-marrr.'d with my uncle. 
My father' s brother; but no more ltke my fathc:r, 
Than I to Hercules : Within a month; 
Ere yet the falt of moft unrighteous tears 
Had left the fluthing in her galled eyes, 
She marry'd :-0 moll wicked fpeed~ to poft 
With fuch dexterity to incefiuous fueets ! 
It is not, nor it cannot come to, good ; 
But break, my heart; for I m\lft hold my tongue ! 

Enter HORA T 10, BE RNA RDO, ami M AR e EL L u s. 

Hor. Hail to your lordthip ! 
Ham. I am glad to fee you well : 

.. Horatio,_or 1 do forget myfe)£? 
Hor. The fame, my lord, and your poor (ervant ever. 
,Ham. Sir. my good frie~d ; PH change that"name with 

you'. • 
And what make you S 'from Wittenberg, Horat·io 1 ..... 
Marcellus 1 

Mar. My good lord,-
H4tII. I am nry glad to fee you; .good n~"" flr"~ 

o LUt Niobe • .II II,"J ; 1 ShakIpeare milht have caulbt, thi. idea 
from .. n ancient ballad entitled .. The falling out of Ion,. i. the fe· 
ocwinl oflove ," 

.. Now I, like weeping Niobe, 
«Ma)'wa1h m)' hands in tears." 

ohlli. ballllCl AIII."ti"", ir.r, &C. i. the burden. STJ:Z"E)I'. 
. " -1"1 ,bllftl' ~b.t ".",.-] I'll be your (CIVUlt. ),011 /hall 'bit al1 

.frieD4- 10HNSO" • 
• - _bOl( _", .. -] A familiar phra(e fin ",Iult .'61" J,i",. 

JO"".o., 
~ -rod ,."",fi,·] ~ the copin. Sir Th. H,nmcr and D,

WUb'itoA pllt it, roiil ,.,rIIi1t{. The a1ceratio~ it of DO impCIrtUlc:e" ... 



01; it A M t E: 1". ' 
:But whlt, ill failh. in~ke 100 .£ibM Witte1\~1 

Hor. A truant dilpofitibn, good y lord. 
Ham. I WOnlaiflo'l tl'ear your efterhy fa}' f6 ~ . 
or thaU you do linine ear that violence, 

To make it trulte' bfyonr own report . 
A gainft youtfelf ~ .. I -kn.6W. }"O\' are no trUlI.ht. 
:But what is your Affair in EUi1iOr- ? 
We'll teach .yoo to drink deep, e you depirt. 

Bar. Mf lord, I came to re~ yoar faTher' s fti\itral. 
Ham. I pfiy tn'ee, do nOt mock me, feNow-find If!::; 

I think, it was tG fee '1'1\1' mother's wedding. 
Hor. Indeed 'In~ 1(}'td, it .ipllrJwea hard Dp6n. 
Ham. Thrift, thrift, HOl'atlo! ,the fUftcral bBlt'j 

meats 4 

Did coldly furni!b fortb the marriage tables. 
" Would I had met ntJ· dear~ft fue in ifeav'tn ' 

. , . 
but all licence is dangerous. There is no need of ;.nr ehanle'. Between 
the /irft ana eighth (cene of this act ft is apparent, tInt a natural day 
Pluft paCs, and how much 01' i't is a1reaoy oVet, t'hcre i8 nothink that 
can det~r~ine. The king hn 11eJd. a coUncil. I rna')' now I:S well 
lie lOItll.,lIg ,~ ~iItg. J6'f1'N (nlit. 

+ :-tbt f."tr~l /Jd'd tJltJtl':':") It was tn'C~1 tJ,e.rner;rtd~om 
to give a cold entertainment to mourners at a fuueraA. · In diftant 
cQunties this praruc~ <is ,(olltinued amol!g the yetJiTr.nrr- See '1'., 
'Yrag'1,tt friflbrit ..J"tltt Pllr,t '?"ltrialj LoniJJ., ., s'9't. His ¢ , 
wuw,thfuneraU pompe conveyed to the chun;h, and therie QaJt' 
lentefred, hothing omitted which ncceffiti'e 0'1' cua. co'rlfcl claimlt; a 
r,~(j\\l " b..,.It~*'ljii~eobfcniiOtr.l, i'tiba,in'\'llc ld ncc: 
!Jrl;yrD'gDl't, bl.l. no 'date: • 

" A greatfttiftt would he.holde 
," .Vpon his ~uenes mornynge da)" 
(c, Tha'tW1B 'bu~ 1ft aD illlb.y." ICb'i.'LittS. 

~ ano 'Biywvd's !lifi 111111 ltd/girt tt bt i9'mfr m 1I'II1M!., :4 
lS99, p. ISS: "Th!n hee rKing .RichareI 11.1 """ toil~~ 
tanl:ley Abby in Buokinghamj},l e,"-and \limo nbfcUrt!ty In'~ncd,
without the charle of a dillner (In ~eJtbt1llf1i die flm'tirat " 'fd .... L 0'11'. 

s -"'lJtm.fll.'-] f};tlrr).. fOrlJirljl, rnol'a'teallful; o!:dmt 
~~.. .10'11 so'\ll: . 

D,,"'ft 11 ",oft j..,,JiIU,, -I'f •• ti"'. i"'portlllll~ 'S'o, 'hi Il~ 
",nit I . 

... - • ring tbat r mull ufi 
!' l'ill.etnp;oylll'tnt." 
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Or ever tI ,I haq feen ,th'at 'day, Hbr~Ho ~ , 
My fatn~r,~M~thl~s I fee ID~ fat'lter. 

Hor. Where, tnyiord' 
Ham. In mt mind's eye 1. HorllHt. 
Hor. Jiaw hUh 01l'c't!,lle wa~ a gooaty king. 
Ham. He was a man, t,ke him £6r an in all. 

I1half not took\)poi!. hb 11ke 'a~lin --. 
Hor. My'tcfi.a, 1 think 1 faw him yelttrbigitt. 
Ham. Saw! who '? 
Hor. My lorel, the king yo'or fath'e • 
Ram. The king my father! 
Hor. Sufon y'OIW admiratio 9 fot a white 

With a,'1l attent ear I l ,till.J l'l\ay deliver. 
Upon tl1e wi tnl:f~ df tfi'efe ~ndeffl'en. 
'This marvel to yo6. 
Again, in ~. and netcller'S MlJi~ ift llit !MIll: 

.. You meet your titlJTtjI enemy in IO,ve, 
" Witb aU his hatt: about him," STZZVZ~'. 

See Vol, VJU. Pt, ISO, n. 6. M ... io·N:'z~ 
6 "Or e~e'r :... ~ T'hbl tb. qu~to, 604. The 1ollo 'rn~t' et. 

This i, not the only inftallti in whic:h 'a 'fOftJlia\- pbrafeo/oa,. 'hu 
been fubftitutcd for one more ancient, in ,thlt Yaluable copy, M ... l.ON , . 

' 1 J. "",Wlitnl', ~"] Tliis exprcff"1OIl Oc,,",' apm 'in our aueb.OCt 
JIlt,..! £1I(1'fCt; 

«( ...,.:..:.- him(elf IJilhind 
l' Was le'ft uniecn, flWe to't" 9' .1"";tll/." 

)len !J0Df0n haa IJortoWea it in his 'Mar,ue cailed, ,,",,'J 7',il/"'I' 
.... .,b"<WIJf*li, I 
, '4' AI only by Ib, ",;.Jo, 'J' ma,. be feeD." 
Telelbaclrils ·&ncntlila 'thc alifence of l1lyfb, it 'liprd'cntccl in Iiko, 
tnanner: I 

'O .. ~ic _ ... IC·t .. ~).~ 1~! tt" .. l'J • ...:. ' STZl't'l:,...-" 
"I'lIis exprdlion oceiln apin in 'oUt aothour'. '1'lltb Sonnet: 
• _ (C -Since lIeft you, mine i!)I';' ill ""1 ",lIId," , MALOlilB. 

• l/ball •• t 10.1 /1/14" bi, /i.eat"/'rt.] Mt. H"lt propo(cs to ill" 
lrom Sir Th6hma StaIDwell, Barl" of -U>ptonj mar Not'tb'rnpton I 

. . ,< I!J.ft I1udlnot look upon hi. like &Jain I" 
W thiIIb it iI..ore in the true (pirit 'of SbaklP~e than the other., 
$0, in StrIII,',C/wo"irh, P'146: .. In the Jl'eate'lt pomp that ever~ 
..... e. .. ApIn, fha."II,,',"IflZft/., p. 150: .. We ."ent this d.y 
~tJ{i d&ae~ wpleafant vall., that eYer 'Y' beheld." 

, STIIv".Nh 
• Searon, ... , a4.ir"tia,.-] That i •• ,""PI" it. IOR"lolI. 
1 Wit. a. attent '.',l $fcIIffl'" 'If ell 1*iHIi:'fO'c, u •• • mltt. .(or 

.,.;;;,;... MAUJIZ. 
a iItI.~. 



1I A M L E "T; 
Ham. For God's love, let me heu. 
Hor. Two nights together had th fe gentlemen. 

Marcellus and Bernardo, on their watch. 
In the dead waift and, middle of the night~. 
Been thus encounter'd. A figure like your father, 
Armed at point 3, exaBly. cap-a-pe. 
Appears before them. and. with folemn march, 
Goes flow and fi:ately by them: thrice he walk'd. 
Ey their oppre[s'd and fear-furprized eyes. 
Within his truncheon's length ; whilft they. diftiIl'd 
Almoft to jeJly with the all offear 4. 

Stand dumb and fpeak not to him. This to me 
In dreadful feereey impart they Gid; 
And I with them, the third night, kept the watch: 
Where, as they had delh'er'd, both in time, 
Form of the thing, each word made true and good. 
The apparition comes: I knew your father ; 
Thefe hands are not more like. 

Ram, But where was this 1 
Mar. Mr lord, upon the platform where we watch'd. 
Ham. DId you not fpeak to it I 

~ In thelMli waHl tn"J,.iJJl •• ftb. " ilbt,] This J\nnge phraC;_ 
logy (cerns to have been common in the time of Sbakl'"",n. 11, UI.~ 
i. meant nothing more than ", iJlle; and hence the ep:thet Itlll dId 
not appearincongruou. to our poet. SOiD Marfton ', MIl/tr ... , .. t, 1~' 

.. 'Tis now .bout the immodeft 'llJllij of .jgbt." i. Co miclni,ht. 
Again, in 'Tb, Purit •• , a comedy, 1607 :-" ere the day be (pellt te 

the tirll .... - . 
In tlJe 014 copiea the word i. (pelt 'fJ)tJJ1, a. it i. io the f~ .a, 

fc. ii. " tben you lin .bout bu 'Wtlft, or in the middle of her (nOdn." 
'Thefame (£'dlin, i. fOllod in K.L •• ,., AlUV. fc •• i." D_.n from the 
'Waft, they are centaun." See al(o Minlheu'. Dia. 16J1: .. WtJft. 
",idJI., or ,irdle.ftee4." W. han the (ame pleoodiD in another line 
In this pl.y : ' 

to And gi.en my beart a working.,u. aocl J .. "," 
All the modern editoraread--Io the dead -.!t, ac. MA~1)NE. 
1 AntrJ III />.i.l,] Thus the quarto, 1604' folio I Arm'. at till 

I'i-'" MALONE. . I 

4 _ .... ilh rh •• a of,Mr,] Tt.,. WIS the caafe. the .ain 1:4u( •• 
thnt lliJ1iUtd them by th.t (oru of operation wbida we ftri&y call .e 
in ,",Iuntary, and tn»,r io in.oluntuy, acents, butpoPQllrir taU tI8 in 
!loth. J OK N SQN. . . 

TJac ,olio lQid~"U1'd. S.T:tIYJ:JC'. H.,. 
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Hor. My lord, I did; . 

But anfwer made it none: yet once, methought, 
It lifted up its head, and did addrefs 
Itfelf to motion, like as it would fpeak: 
But, even tben, the morning cock crew loud; 
And at the found it lhrunk in hafte away. 
And vanifu'd from our light. 

Ham. 'Tis very ftrange. 
Hflr. As I do live, my bonour'd lord, 'tis true; 

And we did think it wrIt down in our duty, 
To let you know of it. 

Ham. Indeed, indeed, firs, but this trouble me. 
Hold you the watch to-night? 

AIl. We do, my tord. 
Ham. Arm'd, fay you 1 
.All. Arm'd, my lord. 
Ham. From top to toe? 
.All. My lord, from head to foot. 
Ha",. Then faw you not his face. 
H or. 0, yes, my lord; he wore his beaver up '. 
Ham. What,look'd he fro\yningly 1 . 
HfJr. A countenance more 

In forrow than in anger. 
Halll. Pale, or red ? 
Hflr. Nay, very pale. 
Halll. And lix'd his eyc:s upon youl 
Hor. Moft conLtantly. 
Ham. I would, I had been there. 
Hor. It would have much amaz'd you. 
Ham. Very like, 

Very like: Stay'd it long? 
Hflr. While one with moderate hafte 

5 --'Wort bi, bener up. ) Though b,a'V". properly 6,nilied that part 
of the helmet which was III "~, to enable the wearer to drink, Shak
(peare alway. ufes the word II denotiDI that part of the belmet which, 
when raifed up, expo(ed the face of tbe wearer; and ruch wu the po
pular lignification of tbe word in hi' tim.. In Bullokar'. Enlli/b 
EJtJ>oji/~r, 8vo. 1616, 6,a'V" h defined thu . : .. In armour it lill'llne. 
tbat part of the 'helmet which may be lifllll lib to take breath the 
more freely." MALO)U. 

VOL. IX. P ' Might 
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Might tell a hundred. 

Mar. BIr_ Longer, longer. 
Hor. Not when I f .. w it. 
Ham. His beard wall grinI'd? ItO 1 
Hor. It w.a8, as J haye feen it -n his life, 

A fable filver'd 6. 

Ham. I will watch to-night f 
Perchance, 'twill walk-aga:n. 

Hor . I warrant, it will. 
Ham. I fit atfume my noble father's perron • . 

I'll fpeak to it, though hell itfclf lhould gape, 
And bid me hoM my peace. I pray you all. 
If you have hitherto conceal'd thi, fight. 
Let it be tenable 7 in your {ilenc", diU; 
And whatfoever elfe {hall hap to-night, 
Give it an underftanding, but no tongue; 
I will requite }'our loves: So, fare yo" w~U: 
Upon the platform, 'twixt eleven and twelve, 
1'11 vifit YOll. 

Al/. Our duty to your honour. 
Ham. Your loves, as mine to you: Farewel. 

[Exe •• t Holt. MA Il. lilt' Bu.. 
My father's {pirit in arIm! • all is no well; 
I doubt fome foul play: would the night were come! 
Till then fit !till, my foul: Foul deed will rife, 
Though all the earth o'erwl1elm them to men'. eye ... 

[E..-it. 

seE N E In. 
A RDom in Polonius' HD';;. 

Enter LAE p. TES, ani Op RiLlA. 

Laer. My neceffaries are embark'd; farewel: 
And, fiR-er, .as the winds give benefit, 

• A J.JltJi/'fItr·J.] So in our poet's l:lth {onnet: 
" An4/_61. clIril. a11./1.,,,'4 o'crwilh white." MALOIU • . 

, r.. il_ tenabk-] So theCJuarto,I604-Folio :-I"b/~. MALON !!:. 

• M, fat/"",iI;,;' i. ,,' .. ' t1 From .hat went befen. I once 
Wilted to Mr. Garrkk, that fhei'c "''1)r:l .... he be {poketl i" this mall 
.us 

101, father',{piritl ill arlDsl all is Dot wdl. W/I"J.tn. 
~ . And 
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nd convoy i. a.llitbnt, do not fieep, 

But let me hear from you. 
OjP. Do you doubt that I 
La". For Hamlet, aad the trilling of his favour. 

Hold it a falhion, and a toy ill blood J 
A violet in the youth of primy nature, 
Forward, not permanent, fweet. not lalling, 
The perfume and fuppliance of a minute ll • 

No more. 
Opb. No more but fo I 
Laer. Think it no more: 

For nature. crefceat. does not grow alone 
In thews I , and bulk; but, liS this temple waxes, 
The inward fervice of the mind and (oul 
Grows wide withal. Perhaps, he loves you now; 
And now no foil, nor cautel, doth befmuch .. 
The virtue of his will: but, you mull fear, 
His greatnefs weigh'd. his will is not bis own; 
For he himfelf is fubjea to his birth * : 
He may not, as unvalued perfon. do. 
Carve for himfelf; for on hi choice depends 
The fafety and the health of the whole fiate 3 ; 

21 

And 
9 Tb'lu{u., •• J fupp1iance" ' •• hI.',;J The words I"{.",e .,,1, 

which arcfollod in *'1_, J604, wcre omitted in thetallo. 
M.\LoNa. 

The perfume anci {!II/Ii .. " of a minute; I, e. what il (upplied to 
us for a minute. T!e idea (eeml to be taken from tbe /hort dura tion 
o( vegetable perfume.. STJ:&TlI:NI. 

• /" thew.,] i. e. III fia."., mureular ftreaath. STlI lI: VU/I. 
"Au ,,_ .. foil, .. ,.caut.l, &c.] CIIII'" " f"btlety,or deceit. Mill

lilt .. in his DialOn.,y, 16'1. clcfin •• it, .. A crafty ",ay to deed",." 
The word il again .,fed by Shaklpcare ia .A LOti,,,', C''''I'II;.'' 

" In him a p1enit1lde of {ubtle maner, 
.. Applied to , .. ,t/" all ftranr f"rmarreeivel." MALONe. 

So, i. the (eeood part of Qreene' • .Art .f Cow,},_ubi_I. 159~: 
•• -and tbeir ( .. btill (/l1li,1, to amead tile ftatute .. • T. _,.4 II,. 
1.'-11 wa. the caot plltale for e",.tiD, the la.. ST. I: T I: If'. 

rtT"" (eeml here to COalJrlf. both ""dJ." aDd ' •• "', aDd mar be 
uplaioed the ,."tfr8. DaIl.Olf. 

• ,., IH -/tIf, " .. 1 hi. line I. Dot in the \all1Oo MALOlfl:. 
t TIH rafetJ .... the !t"h .j ,IH vIHt. ft." lJ Th.,. the ""arro. 

1604. euept that it Iw-tbh wlwle ftate, aM &lie *oad ,b,1J inad. 
crtca&lr oaaiaIIcl. The ("Ii" readl: 

p~ TM 



~u Ii A M LET, 
And therefore mull his choice be circumfcrib'd 
Unto the voice and yielding of .that body, 
Whereof he is the head: Then ifhe fays, he loves you, 
It fits your wifdom fo far to believe it, 
As he in his particular aet and place 
May give his faying deed 4; which is no further, 
Than the main voice ofDenrr,ark goes withal. 
Then weigh what lofs your hODour may fuftain, 
If wit.h too credent ear you lift his fongs ; 
Or lo(e your he~rt; or your chafte trea(ure open 
To his unmafter'd 5 importunity. 
Fear it, Ophelia, fear it, my dear filler; 
And keep you in the rear of your affeetion 5, 

Out of the {hot and danger of defire. 
The charieft maid? is prodigal enough, 
If {he unmalk her beauty to the moon: 
Virtu'e itfelf fcapes not calumnious ftrokes: 
The canker galls the infants of the (pring, 
Too oft before their buttons be difcJos'd; 
And in the morn and liquid dew of YOllth 
Contagious blallments are moll imminent. 
Be wary then: beft fafety lies in fear; 
Youth to itfe1f rebels, though none elre near. 

Oph. I {hall the effeet of this good lerron keep 
As watchman to my heart: But, goou my brother, 
Do not, as fome ungracious pallors do, 

The {a.BitJ and health of the whole ftate. 
Thi, is anotber proof o{ arbitrary alteratiO!!1 being (,metimc. made 

in the {olio. Tb.e editor, liDdi ng the metre defetlive, in confequence 
of tbe article being omitted before b.a/lb, inftead o{ {upplyin, it, {or 
fa/tty (ubRituted a word oflbr e Cyllables. MALoNa. 

4 May gi'fJ' bis faying deed;) So, in r,,,,.,. if AtbMs :_fI the tlml 
of p.)i"g is quite out of uCe. " Aglin, in '1 nil.lI uti CrtjJiJa: 

" Spedi.g i" Jtt~s, and deedle{. in bis tonsue." MALONX. 
5 _ ,mmajl,,'a-) i . c. !iceM;DUI. JONNSON. . 

C5 _ 1.." YDU i" tb. rtllr, &c.) That is, do not a' .. nce Co (u aJ your 
affetlion would lead you. rOHNSON. 

1 'Tb. chariell fIIaitl-) tba" is cautious. So, in Greene', N""" tOf 

/ar., 1616: .~ Love requires not ch.Ri~, but that ber (oldiers be 
flu,,)," ASlin ," Sbcdivcth daftl)' c.nou&J!, abat liveth tbaril.,." 

STX&VaNs. 

Shew 
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Shew me the fteep and thorny way to heaven; 
Whilft, like a puff'd and recklefs libertine, 
H imfelf the prlmrofe path of dalliance treads, 
And reeks not his own read I. 

LaIr. 0, fear me' not. 
I flay too long ;-But here my father comes. 

Enter POLONI"'. 

A double bleffing is a double grace; 
Occafion fmiles upon a fecond leave. 

Pol. Yet here, Laertes! aboard, aboard, for Ihnme ; 
T he wind fits in the Ihoulder of your fail!), 
And you are Ibid for: Thertr.-my bleffing with you; 

Faying hiJ hand on Laertes' bell" . 
And thefe few precepts 10 thy memory 
Look thou chadiCler '. Give thy thoughts 1\0 tongue. J 
Nor any unproportion'd thought hi s aa. . 
Be thou famiHar, but by no means vulgar. . 
T he friends tbou haft. and their adoption try'd, 
Grapple them to thy foul with hooks of fleel s; 

But 

• - reeks .ot bis Outll read. ) That i., heed. not hi. own lelTon •• 
PoPc. 

So, in BJcll Scor".r; 
.. -I r.ck Dot a feder." STICVE!"'. 

Rtatl Is counrel. MAI-ONS. 

So the Old PrI>'lJtt i1 in the Two A"l'J W ... 1I of Ahitl,".' 1599 I 
" Take heed, i. a eood rltd." STS SYSNI. 

So Sternhold, PC.lm i. 
Ie _ that hath not lent 
" To wicked red, his ear." BLACIt.TONJ:. 

9 -,be /boalder .j J 0ltr fllil,l Thi. is a common (ca phrare. ST SaT. 
I Alld ,hef. jrw pr" 'I" i" ,1,07 memory 

Lod II ... chuHler.] i. e. write I ftronaly Infix. The (ame 
, bru t i. aaain u(ed by our authour in I.i. Iud Sonncu 

.. --thy table. are within my brain 
" Full ,tarlle,r'd with Jallinr ", .. or,." 

Again, in the '1' .... G,",/.",." oj Ytr08/1 I 
II _ I do conjure thee, 
.. Wlio art the table wherein aU my thoughtl 
II Are .iJjblr charlie".'. and cncrav·d." MALON'. 

1 Grll11l. ,b,. t. ,b, ( •• I.I,b hoou of 1m I] The old copier rea. 
_ ith ~'" of fteel. f hue no doubt that thit Wit a corruption in 
the ori&iAal ~"ilto of J6o., ariilla. like mall)' ocher. , frorA 6mllillide 

" el 
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But co not dull thy palm withentllt'tainment 
Of each new-hatch'd unAedg'd comrade '. Beware 
Of entrance to a quarrel; but. being in. 

.' Bear it that the opporer ma beware of thee. 
Give every man thIne ear. but few thy voice: 
Take each man's cenrure t , but referve thy judgment. 
Coftly thy habit as thy purfe.::a buy. 
But not exprefs'd in fancy ; rich, not gaudy: 
For the ap»are1 oft proclaims the man j 

And they In France, of the beft rank and ftation. 
Are of a moft felea and generous chief" in that '. 

Neither 

of (ounds. The emendation, whicli was made by Mr. Pope, and a
dopted by three fubfequent editors. i. Iboll Iy fupported by the word 
grapple, Sae )4inlheu's DiElhll"',,. 1617 : "To h~d or grll!!I., vis. 
to grapple and til board a Ihip." 

A .I!,,,pple is an inftrument with feveral h~'<1 to lay hold of a /hip, 
in order to board it. 

This co_aion is alfo juffi6ed by our poet', r 37th fonnet I 
" Why of eyA!s' {allbOOll haJJ: thou forge<> bo.b. 
"Whereto the judgment of my h'lIrt is t,'d ~" 

It may be alfo obferved, that h.oAl arc fometim!:1 made of /lee/, but 
b.o!, never. MAllONIl. 

} But d. not dull thy palm 'Witb ,,,terlainm.,,t 
Of 'a(b tI.w-b,,(,h'd, "nJl.dg'd ,.",r"a,.] The Uteral (enfe is, De ".f md. thy palm call.u, by /biding .wr, 11111" jy lb. bllll.. The figu

rative meaning maybe, D. not by pro"'if'w~MI eonv.r/I.ti,. _AI 'D.! 
mind in/,.jibl, to Ih. differt1ltt ~f ,harIl8.,... JOHNSON • 

• - 'ach ",an', cenfure.l CenJII" is opinion. STltltVIUU. 
See Vol. IV, p. 149, n. S. MALON • 

, A" if II "'oft jeleS IIJId g •• mlll chief, i. th",.) Th the quarto, 
'1604, and the folio. (Xcept that in that copy the word chief is fpelt 
<heff. The bllandve ,qiif, which Jignifin in herald'l tbe up~r part 
of the Ihield. appears to have been in common ufe In ShaJd'peare's 
time, being found in Minfileu's Diaionary, 1611. He detinet 
it thus, "Eft Jut"i.,.t {elili .0bi/iN Pl." ; 1m_part"" ejll' .htiJl4f i 
"nil Chrifti Dd'IJtJlI~tn dablltur i. _"u..; h,uri, JiZ.II'" fouttribll' ,t 
b •• orali, 'Viri,." B. JonJon has u(ed the word in hi. Poe/II.! •• 

The meaning thea feems to be, 'They i" FrIlftJ:l4ppr.- tbnt<!,I1JtI 
~f II moft /./eEi and gen"o", if,,,t,h ••• by their art/.. Gener.u. is u(ed 
with the Jignification of gt11rrof... ~. in OtbJl., "The tmer ... 
iOanders," &c. 

If ,"iefin this fenr",.bad noi: be a fUDili.rty unc\uaood, the editor 
'If the folio mult have onfid=d tbe line as unintclliaiblco and .,ould
have probably omi(led the ww;d_/ " ill the belUWn& of it, or at

tempted 



PRINCE OF DENMARK.. tiS 
N1!ither a ootrower, DOr a lellder be: 
For loan oft Jo(es both it(e!f ~d friend; 
And borrowing dolls the edge of hwbsndJy6. 
Thi.$ above aU,-To thine ow,,(elf be trllC ; 
And it mull follow,. as the nigbt the da¥ 7 ~ 
ThOll cani1 not then be falfe to any man. 
Farewell j my bleffing feafon this in thee' ! 

Laer. Mufi: humbly do 1 take m)' leave, my 10l'd:. 
Pol. 'The time. invitu rOil 9 ; go, your (crVUl' Unci'. 
Laer. Farewell, Opheha; and remember weU 

What r hav~ faid to )'ou. 
O;h. 'Tis in, my memcry lock'd. 

And you yourfelf lliall keep the key of it s. 
Laer. Barewel. [Earil LA !I,:ru. 
Pol. What is't, Op~lia, he hath faid to JOU<P 

tempted fome other CGl'tCGnOll. That Mt .b.~ving been cloJle~ 1 have 
adhered to the ollt copies. 

Our poet from vorious paJf.ges in his works, appears to have bUll 
accurately ac~uailll!edi wfth .. 11 ihe tel'ql' of herildry. M~r.oIU. 

6 _ of Irutblll1cioy.} 1. c. of thrilt; ctc4nomicat prrwl4nc~ See 
Vol. IV. p. 31S. n. 8. M,.1.olu. 

7 A"d;1 muf! f.lJ~C), a, tl>. night the day,] 50, III tht 14.5,tA SOJlllCt, 
of Shakfpeare : 

.. That follow'd it as gMtl, Joy 
" DOlh 1.11.0"" "igllt," &:c. STlElEVUII. 

8 -myhldfi"lfeafon ,ins iN tbu/) Infix it in fuc;b.a IIlaIIACI: a, 
t'hat it lUay D~v~l we~r out, jO ... /JON. 

So. in tltc mock tragedy rep>:efcnlcd before the kin" 
. " -wlw ill> wont a hollow friend doth tty, 

" DirecHyj'''ii,., him his enemy." STlElEVlEi!" 
I> '1'L. tim. invites you ;-1 Tit", tb.o\ folio. Th.e 'luarto, 1604. 

reads-The time in'lJejb, Y01> ~ which Mr. Theob;lld p.eferred, (up_ 
polin, that' it melWnt, " the time 61ji'K".. prelU, upon you Oil every 
ide." But to i,.,.,'ft, in Shakfpeare'. ti~, only lilnilied, Co clothe, Dt 
to &ive poficllion. M.HoNa, 
~i_ readinl mllf ferve. M;acbcth (ays, 

"I go, and it i. done; tbe bell .<flitt. me." STILIVUII. 
1 -;,0., j"'fJ!lntlllnd.] i. c. your {cn.nts arc waiting fo~you. 

]ORNSO)f. 
1 _ ,tlMrf./[ /Jp/J kip tJu l~ Y it.1 The meaning i., that your 

tounkls .rc as Cure of remalni"" locked up in my memory, AI if ~O1& 
yourfcJf carried the k.ey of it. So, in N .. IlJ.wIl,d eD*, by Dcdtu 
an4 W&bfter • . t607: .. Y 011 BaaIJ. eW,lt. up Ilk.c trca(Grc: oi. ,ow: own, 
atld Jawld.f,~U Att' ';',Al,Joj;'." S'uavJ,llIo 

p .. Ojl>. 



HAM LET, 
So pleafe you, fomething touching the lord 
Hamlet. 

Pol. Mart'}', well bethought: 
'Tis told me, he hath very oft oflate 
Given private time to you; and you yourfelf 
Have of your audience been moil: free and bounteous: 
If it be [0, (as [0 'tis put on me, , 
And that in way of caution,)' I muil: tell you, 
You do not underi1:alld yourfe1ffo cleal'Ly, 
As it behoves my .daughter~ and your honour: 
What is between you f give me up the truth, 

Oph. He hath, my lord, of late made many tenders 
Of his affeaion ' to me. 

Pol. Affeaion? puh! you {peak Eke a green girl, 
UnCuted,in ruch perilous circumftance 3. • 

Do you believe his tenders, as you call them l 
Oph. I do not know, my lord, what I !bould think. 
Pol. Marry, I'll teach you: think yourfe1f a baby; 

That you have ta' en thefe tenders for true pay, 
VI'hich are not frerling. Tender yourfelf more dearly; 
Or (not to crack the wind of the poor phraCe, 
Wronging it thus;) you'll tender me a fool". 

Oph. 
3 Unlifted i., {uch p'riloultir'u"'ft .... ct.] Unjiftttl, f9 r •• trid. U". 

,ritd jigni6ea either not tempttd, or not reft •• d; nJif"d Iigni6es the 
lalltr only, though the (enfe feljujres the former. VI'A'.!I UR TON. 

- 1 do not think that the (enre requires us to underlhnd /l1I/t",p"tI. 
<c Unfifted in," &c. means, I think, one whohll not likely ,"n'fJaffitl 
and examined the peril of her 6tuation. MALOI'I E. • 

.. '-Tinder yogrjelj more d,ar" ; 
Or ("0' to erael tb. wind if til. poor phra!e, 
Wr~ging it thut,) ,0.'1/ ,end., me It fool. ] I have followed the 

punauation of the 6.11 qllarlo, r6o+ ""here the parenthefil is eateruled 
to the word Ihwl, to which word the context to my apprehen60n clearly' 
/hews it !hould be carried. "Or (not to craclc the wind of the poor 
,hraCe, playing upon it, and abufing it thu.,") Bee. So, in '1'h. Rllf' of 
L.,rICt , 

.. To wrong the wronger, till he render right." 
The quarto, by the miftake of the compofitor, read_W,o.g it 

thUI. The folio,RoAminl it thus. The correalui. was made by Mr. Pope. 
• MALONE • 

.J believe the word wrollging has reference, not to the phrafe, but 
to Oph lia: if YOII go on '{,,,o"ging it rbI, tkat u, if J" ""thr'" til 

go 
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Opb. My lord, he hath imp6rtun'd me with love. 

In honourable falbion. . 
Pol. Ay, falhion you may call it; go to. go to'. 
Oph. And hath given countenance to' his fpeecli. my 

lord. 
With almoft all the holy vows of heaven. 

Pol. Ay, fpringes to catch woodcocks 6. I do know, 
When the blood burns, how {lrodigal the foul 
Lends the tongue vows: thefe blazes daughter 7. 

Giving more lig.ht than 'heat,-extinct in both, 
Even in their promife, as it is a makin~,
You mull not take for itre. From this ume, 
Be fomewhat fcanter of your maiden prefence ; 
Set your entreatments' at a higher rate. 
Than a command to parley. For lord Hamlet, 
Believe fo much in him. That he is young; 

go on tb.s 'Wrong. This is. a mode of (peaking perhaps not very gram. 
lIlatical, but very common; nor have the. beft writers rcf~red it. 

To fill"" il or lai,,' it, 
j. ia Pope. And Rowe, 

- 'Tb.s '0 coy it. 
Witb .. , 'Wbo bo'll1s JO. too. • 

The folio has it.-roaming It ,bu,-That is,llttiffl ,0Il'!,1J I,o!t, t. 
flitb i_I'tp.r libm,. Bllt 'Wrongi"l feems to be more proJICr. 

. JOHN ,Olf. 

- Tender ,..r/.I{ .0" a,a,Iy;] To mdt, is to rea'~ widl .ffeG. 
tion. So in Ki.l RI,bara111. . 

" Astd (0 betide me, 
" As weill t.d" you and all of YOlln." 

Again, in 'Tb. M"ydll Mtt_.,pboJi, by Lily, J6t.1J , 
" - if )'ou account u. (or the fame 
"That tI.alr thee, and love Apollo·.nam.... MALoNa. 

S _ f.lhion JOM -J ,"11 itl-] She lI{es Illfbio" for ./I"OU. III. 
he for a tranji .. , ,raBi, .. lORN.Olf. 

6 _ /,ri.,,, 10 '''tcb 'WOO ,.,h.] A provubial {aying. , 
" EYCry woman hat a {pri"l' to ,,,,,b /I 'lJJood,.d.'· ST.& V. 

7 Tbtj. bl":l:II, _,bllT, J Some epithet to bla",,, wn probably 
omitted, by the careleffiJeu ot the tranfcriber or compolitor, in the fir" 
'luarto, in conf~uence of which the metre il def.aive. MALON a. ' 

8 S.t ,our ,,,,rl4l.,,,,-] E"lfla"'"" here meaJU , .. P/lIf" "".",,
jalio., from the French '81"';"'. JOHNSON. E.rr,,,, ... ,,, I rather think, means the abjea. of t.t'III,,; the ( •• 
voun for which loven {Ile. In the nat {cene we have a war, of • 
Ji~ibt formation: • 

!' AI if it tome j"'I/lTI ... , ild deliR," ,,,. MALONI. 

And 



II A M LET. 
And with a larger tether II may .be walk, 
Than may be given you: In few, Ophelia, 
Do not believe his vows: for the), are brokers' 
Not of that dye which their inveilments !hew, 
But mere implorators of unholy foit s; , 
Breathing like fanClilied and pious bonds s, 

The better to beguile. This i& for all,.. I 

• \l -wze, tether-J Tnher is that thing by which all animal, fet 
to sraze in ",ounds uninclofed, is confined within the proper limits. 

. JOKNiIO'l'". 

So, in Green', C.,J of PIUlty, ,601: "To tye the a~ aM the 
bear in one /.dd'r." Tuh., i ... lidag qy "'hi~ .aJ animal is £aftened, 
whether for tqe Cake offeedingor the air. STI;ItV&!Ca. 

I Do 1/01 hili,v. hi. vows, fo, I h'1 . are broken. J A h,oh, in. old. 
Engli/h meant a hawd or ~i"". See the GI'olTary to Gowin Dou&. 
Jalles tranll.tioD of Virgil. So, in K"'r JHIrI 

" This!.awJ, this /wohr," &c. 
See alCo Vol. VIII. p. ~o4' n. 9' In our autholtr', Lf)'fIers Co"'blaj.~1 

_ apin meet whh the (ame exprellion, applied in the (arne m'llnDer: 
... Know, _, are ever h,d~, to delil'ng." MA LOIU •• 

,. Brtathing, lik. fanElil,d and piou, h ... d,,] For 6o"th Mr. Theo. 
hald fubltitutcd howd,; but the old reading;' undt'Obtedly the true 
one. Do not, rays Polonius, believe hi, vow., for tbey are merely 
uttered for the purpoCe of perfuading you to yierd' to • L"Timhral paffion, 
thoup they appear only the genuine etfa:60ns of III ptKe and la,¥ful 
affeffion, .and a/fume the (emlll.ance of thofe (lCred ~agements en~ 
tend into at the altar of wedlock. The boltd, bere in our poet', 
d.ou,hlJ were I."., of''''''' So, in his 14zct SoDne~ I 

" --- thofe lips of thine. 
" That have profan,'d thei .. fc:arld Ot'Ilaments, 
" And Cea1'd ralle "red. of IIYIH, as oft as mine," 

Again, in en, MIr.II .. , ., Y",k.: 
.. 0, ten time. filter Vell\M pigeon. "'r, 
.. To feal 'IWr', Hlfd, Dew- made, dian they Irt W'Ont 
.. To keep obliged flith unforfeited:' 

II Sanfrified and pious bonds," are tM trrn-htttl, of ,",t, or, lIS Ollt 

poet haa elfewMre npreB"ed it, 
.. ,f. COfItllft and Itno"ttI /iQtl of h<rm" 

Dr. Warwrtoe certainly nmunderftOoi this paKage. H'IS CDmr:unt, 
which h .. been received in alt tM hue edition. is this I .. Do not be. 
liewc, (f")'. PoIani •• ,) Hamlet'. amorous vows maole to }'Ou i which 
,rd1e114 reliSion ill them, (til. htrer to b'lailr,) lib thoft fa1\aif:ed 
nd piout "OWl made to bt.v",." Alld wily, t: triamphantIJ .... 
.. 8117 DOt tltis paft without {dfpreion 1" Ifm lIIta_ hi. own com_n,. 
the WWIl h, knDfe it allOt perfe(ll, a~caraw. MAXOIU. 

I would 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. 

I would not,. in plaid terms, from this time forth, 
Have you fo flander any moment's ieifare s, 
As to give \\-ords or talk with the lord Hamlet. 
Look to't, I charge you; Come your ways. 

O/h. I fhaU obey, my lord. [Exlu/tf. 
I 

, SeE N E IV. 
'I'D' Platform. 

E"Ur H.OILET, HORATIO, and MAltCILl.119. 

Ham. The air bites 1hrewdly j it is veryc:old. 
HD,.. It iJ a nipping and an eager air +. 
Bam. What hour now t 
Bor. I think, it lacks of twelve. 
Mar. No, it is funck. 
Hor. Indeed 1 I heard it not j it then draws near the 

. feafon, 
Wherein the fpirit ,held hisl wont to walk. 

o [AJlourijh if trumpets, and ordnan(ejbflt oJ!; <withi". 
What does this mean, my lordl 

Bam. The king doth wake to-night, and takes his 
. roufe 5, 

Keeps waffe1 6
, a"d the fwaggeriogup.fpring f reels; 

And, as he drains his draughts of RhcDifil down, ~ 
, The 
3 1 GOfI/J 11111, ilf I'I~j/& '""'" /"", t},11 Ii"," /'-:Ih, 

HJlOIt 1~U jD fla""" lin) 1110,,",'" ,i'ifll",] Poionlu, (a)'t, i. p/M1I 
'tnIIl, that i., not4~ u.n.au.8e lit. dented or ~mbe!illhtd thlll be,.. 
fore, but i. "r.' tN' '.IltIDt b. ",iJl/ •• "fiwd. I ,..11/. If. ~."'" 11111 jo 
m{"ut ,ou' f1Iofi ill4 "'0"'1lI1, .,.t t. p •• iNltI,. ,.pJ.,_t /" ,. 
tbil. I •• d Hallll.,', t •• "",{ati... J (Uuno,.. 

+ -a" eager lIi'.1 That ii, IIlbarp aU, Ill,,,, Fr. So, in. (ubee. 
'1U11.t Cccne : 

" And curd, like 'Ill" droPl'inga jn~o milk." M", 1.011 •• 
S _ tdtl bi. rDRj.,l A ro,ilCe i. a large dofe of liquQr, ~ debauch. 

So, in Olb,II.: "- diey have lIivllI GlC it , ... ;. aheady." 
Ie Ibo~" (~e\ll from the foUowill8 paR'ilc in Dec)r.er'. Gill', 6v,,· 

Jod, 1609, dtat the word rOll{' wal of DaAilb eatraaioll. " Te;u;b 
.JDC, thou fevcrai&lIe /kinker, bOW to ake the Oerma/l:', up(y freu., 
~ Danijb rAllfIT, tlle SwilZ(r', ftoop of rhenilb," ,"c. STU nN •• 

6 Kttf. </IJajJtI, -] Devotu the night to iatclQperaacc. Sec Vol. U. 
,. 411, D, g. and Vol. IV. p. 311, Q.~. MALO,.., 

, -:11, jfIJ"."u., u.p·[Fiaa-] The, blI1A~da, lIPAan. ~II" IO,r. 
Je 
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The kettle-arum and trumpet thu~ bray out 
The triumph of his pledge. 

·Hor. Is it a cuftom? 
Ham. Ay, marry, is't: ' 

But to ·my mind,-though I am native here, 
And to the manner born,-it is a lCuflom 
More honour'd in he breach, than tlie,obfervance. 
This heavy -headed revel, eall and weft 8, 

Makes us traduc'd, and tax'd of other nations.: 
They clepe us, drunkards, and with fwinifu phrafe 
Soil our addition; and, .indeed it takes 
From our atchievements, though perform'd at height,. 
The pith and marrow of our attribute 1>. 

So, oft it chances in particular men, 
'That, for fame vi'tious mole of nature in them, 
As, in their birth, {wherein they are nor guilty, . 
Since nature cannot choofe his origin I,) 
By the o'er-growth pHome complexion", 

Oft 

It appears from tbe following paITage in A/pbonfus ;:",p"or oj Ger
Wla,,}, by Chapman, tbat the up-fp"ng was a Ott 111411 denct: • 

" We Gc.rmans have 110 changes in our dances j 
" An al';'.i" and an Itp-fpring, that is all/' 

Sp,i", waa anciently the name of. tune. ST EIVINS. • 
• 'Ibis b.a"'J-b.ad.d ,.Iu.I, .aft and wtjl, &c.] 'Tbis b.avy-h.aded I't!fJtt fIIIa'" u, traa"". 'l1ft alld wtjl, ud laxtd o{o,btrffati •••• JOJlMSON. 
By tllft. a.d 'Wtjl, as Mr.l:dwards has oble.ved, is meant, Ihroughout 

the world; Ir~", Oil' .lId oJ it to tb. otb".-This and the following 
twenty one bnes have been reftored from the quam. MA LllllJ:. 

II 'Tb. pitb ani marrO'W oj ollr attribut •• ] The beft and moft valu
.. ble part of the praire that would be otherwife attributed to us. JOlun. 

a 'Tbat, for fom. 'Pi(iOIl' mole oJ "atllrt ill tb."" 
. .A, in' tb.ir birth, ('Wbtrti. they are not guilty, 

Sin« nature •••• ot cboof' hi' origi",] We have the fame fcnti
m~nt in 'fb. R.ap. oj LII"'" : 

.. For .. ark. defcried in men', nativity 
" Are nature's fault; not their own infamy." 

Mr. Tlleo~ald, witbout neceffity, altered .01. to mOllld. Tbe 1'eadinc. 
of the old copIes is fully fupported by a pafTage in Ki.g Jobll : 

.. Patch'd with foul mol .. andcye-oftendinllnark.:' MA LON •• 
S _ complexion,] i ••• humour; at (angcille, melaocboly, pbleg-

matic, (;c. WAUIIJIITON. • 

The quarto 1604 for tb. has their; as a few line. lower it hal btl 
.irtuu, il'ftead of tbeir virtllc$, The corrc~oD was made by Mr 
Theobald. MALOII". 
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Oft breaking down the pales and forts of reafon ; 
Or by fome habit, that too much o'er.leavens 
The form of plaufive manners' ;-that thefe men,_ 
Carrying, I fay, the flamr of one defetl ; 
Being nature's livery, or fortune's frar +,
Their virtues elfe (be they as pure as gract', 
As infinite as man may undergo S,) 
Shall in the general cenfure take corruption 
From that particular fault: The dram of bafe 
Doth all the noble fubftance of worth dout, 
To his own fcandal 6. 

3 _ tiM tee mucb o'er-leavens 
'Ib. fe'", of pilloji'" "'Ilnn.rs :] That intermingles too much with . 

their mannen ; infeBs and to" ol" them. Scc Vol. Vlll. p. 392., 
n.2.. Plllufi"" i.n our poet's age lil:nified gracioul, pI aling, populaf. 
So, in another play, 

.. -his pl(J.uji'fJ' words , 
. .. H. (catter'd not in .an, but grafted them, 

." To grow there, and to bear." 
• PI(J.u/ibl., in which fenfe Plallji'" is here ufed, is deli ned by Cawd. 

rey in Iii. AlpbaL"it,,1 'Illbl., $Ie. J604. " PI.oji_g, Of received joyfully 
aDd willingly." MAL OJO •• 

.. - 0' fo,tllft"S jill',] Some accid~ntal blemilb, the conCe
quence of tb. "",.,(,oWlb of f~' ,e",plutio" Of humour allotted to UI 
by fortune at our bIrth, or (orne vicious habit accidentally acquired at. 
terwo.rd •• 

Theobald, plaulibly enough, would read-fortune', fta" The 
emendation may be fupported by a pa/Tage in Antheny ud Cltep"trll' 

" The feats upon your honour therefore he 
.. Doe. pity as conlhained bI.",ifbu, 
.. Not as de(erv'd." MALON •• 

I A, inji.it •• , .,aft ",ay ulld"l") A, lar,e u can be accumulated 
"pon min. TOH NSON. 

6 _ 'fbI drll6. ifbafe 
Dotb al/ th. nobl, {uijla"" if worth dout, 
'1'0 hi, _If Jr_"J.l.] The quarto) where atone thi, patrlle i, 

found, exhibit. it thus I • 
_ the dram of ,al. 
Doth all the Doble (ubiance of II d .. bt, 
To his owr~ fundal. 

To dout, as 1 hue already obferved in a note on Xi_, Ht",y Y. 
Vol , V. p. 552-, n. 8,ligni/ied in ShaJdpeare's time, and yet Jisnilie. 
in Dev .. nthire and other weftern counties, to d. o"t, to efiace, to"
tinillilh, Thill the)' fa)" If d,rl the caAdle, d~., the fire," .c. It 

it 



HAM LET. 
Enter Ghoft.. 

HDr. · Look. my lord. it comes! 
Ham. Angels and minifi:ers 'of grace defend 1.1$ 1 !;.... 

, Be ' 
is exaaly formed in the (arne manner as to ' •• ,'(or a •• n,) which oc
curs fo often in the writiJlgs 'of our poet and his contemporaries. 

I have no doubt that the corruption of the t~t .. ofe in the foUowinr; 
manner. D out, which I han now printed in the teltc, having been written 
by the mi jl:ake of the tranfcriber, doubt. ud the wC!rd 'W.,tb having 
been inadvertentLy omitte4. the line, in the copy that went to the 
prefs, ftood, • I 

Doth all the noble fubllonce of '0.6t,-
Tlie--editor or printer of the quarto cop}" flnding tb.e line too lbort, 

and thinking doubt muft want an article, in{erted it, without at
tending to the context; and inRead of comaing the CtlORCQU., and 
Cupplying the true .... ord, printed- . 

I Doth aU the nobte fubftance of II aaukt, lite. 
The ncy fame e{ror haa h.ppened in K. H ... ,!. Y. 

" That tbeir hot bl<>od may {pin in Ecghlb eyel • 
.. And douht them mth fuper1iuou8 courage : " 

wbere d.ubt is again printed inftead of d.ul. 
That 'Worth (whicb was (upplied nrO: by Mr. Tlu~obald,) was the 

'Word omitted originally in t.he hllrry of . tranfcriptiOI2, may be f~lrly 
a-lieGled from a paUlie ill. Cy",6eJinl, which fully Jufii6ea the tor
Raion made: 

.. -Is 'lbe with PoRbumusl 
" From whQ(e (0 many weights of luI-f. cannoe 
.. A dr,.", of 'Worth be drawn." 

This palTage a1fo .addsl (upport to the corre~ion of the wo~ ,./; i • . 
the lid!: oftbefe lin .. , which waslikewife. made by ML Theobald.
BaJ' ia u(ed fubfrantiv,eJy for hIlJ."tfi: a praai~ ot unco~n ill 
Sha1i:fpeare. So, in M,.J'", f" MlaJur~: 

" Say what thou can fl:, my fll/fe outweigbs your tNlI." 

Sh.kfr~are, however, might haye written-The dram of iff. 'this 
is aearer t~~ corrupted word till" but the pa/Tage in C,.btli", U ill fa-
Your of the other emendation. -

Tbe mtaningof the palfage thuscorreaed is, TIl.e fmallellparticlsof 
vice fo blemi lhes tbe whole mafs of virtue, as to .raCe frol11 the lI)iDds 
of II)l.nkind the recolle8i.08 of tbe numero .. S good q\laljciu poF.em~d 
by him who i. thus blemifiled by lI, Jingle Ibin, aDd taints hi. geac .. l 
charaaer. • 

To hi. o'UJI/,,,"da/, meaD', fo II. t. rta .. " the .1..1 •• aji of ,",rIb 
I. its O'WII VicIOUS and unfightly appearance; to trnjlllt. hll virtue to 
16t 1i ... tJs ./ viet. 

Hi. for ;11, i. fo common in Sl)akfpeal'e. ~h •• every play fumiilies 
UI with example. So, in a fubf8CJoentTcIIDC ilt thit play :-" UlllJl 
'tIl'e force ofhondy 'loll ~ru4ate bc.uty into hi: lik.t.ncCs." 

. AgaiD, 



213 
Be thou a {pirit of health, or goblin damn'd', 
Bring with thee airs from heaven, or bIds from hell. 
Be thy intents wicked, or charitableJ 

PRINCE OF DENMARK. 

Thou com'ft in {uth a queftionable fuape', 

Again, in another pla, I 
.. When every feather ftick' in hi, own wing,-." 

Again, in A Mi1jli,'tlfttr. Nigc/ ·, D,.D". : 
., Whore liquor hath thi •• irtuolls proputy, 
" To tak.e from thence all error with bi, miaht." 

Agaio, in K. Ricbllrd II. 
&< That it may thew me what a face I hue, 
&< Since i/ i. bankrupr tof biJ majefty. " 

So, io G, i", Iht CO/IMr of CroJd.,,: 
" Contented life, that gives the lleart bi, ea{e,-." 

That 

We meet with a {entiment fomewhat Jimiia.r to tb3t before UI, ill 
K.Hrnry JY. P.I • 

.. -oftentimes it doth preteDt harth roae, 
" Defca of manners, want of lovernmeDt, 
" Pride, hallghtiDefs, opinion, and difdain ; 
" The ItaJl if wbich, haunting a noblem,n, 
" Lofeth men'. hearts, and leaves behind 1IJ1.i. 
cc Up." Iht h'lIl1lJ if 4/11'1Irt1 '''jid", 
.. B'gMili"l tb"" of co",,,,,,,tI.,i.,,." MALON •• 

7 Ang.h and rni.iflm if Iratttlrj",d Ii,!l Hamlet', (peecb to tbe ap
parition of hi. father (eem. to mc to conliff of three putt. When lila 
he fee. the {peare, ae forti6e. himfelf with an inyocation; 

A~l.I, ud ",i"ijlt" 01 lr.u tit/inti u, I 
As the (pell:te approache" he dehberates with hirofelf, anddetcr-

minea, that whatnet it be he will venture to nddref, it. 
Bt thou -Itfri 0/ br!Xllb, Of' goblin "',,,.'J, 
Bril,g 'Wilb tbtt IIi" fro", htD'Im., Of' 6/"JI'lro. b,lI, 
Bt /by i"lI"ft wid.dor cbDri/IIU1., 
"/"ho" tlJlll') in jMcb II 'I"tjlio1lah!t foa!t, 
'Thill 1,",,11 r,. .. fo thu. 1'/1 c.lI/bu," &c. 

This he (ay. "hile hi, father is attvancing; he then, a. be b.d de
termined, jp.d,fO hi ... , and ca/l, hi_Hu,I", Xillg. Fllfbrr, ROJIII 
Dut: ob! ."j'Ultr mt, ]OHNSOI<. 

• B t tho. II jpirit .1 bus!tb, or ,""ill "'",. 'd, &c.) So, in .iko16j1/U 
bi, .111m-wit, J600 1 

" Art thou a cod. a man, or el(e a ShoR' 
" Com'ft tho" fcom heaven, where bli(, and (olace dwell? 
" Or from tbe airie rold-engendriog GOaft 1 
" Or from the darlc.fome d"ngcon-hold of hell '" 

The firft known edit:on of this play i. in 1604. 5 T", n IC •• 

, - fllljJiolldk }bl/t,] B)' furjli_blt i. IIIC&III ,rovl/king quelllon. 
HAN"'.', 

So 
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That I will fpeak to t1lee; I'n <: 11 thee, Hamlet, 
King, father, royal Dane: 0, ulfwer me: 
Let me not burft in ignorance! bot tell, 
Why thy 'canonn'd bones, hurfed in death, 
Have burft their cerements I! why the fepulchre, 

Wherein 

So, in MJ,ch.tb: 
Li..." ,Oil, or If" y." 1111gb' 
'Ihat ""'tr "' • .1 queltion? J ORtlIO". 

ffJ...utjJionable, I believe meanl only ,,,,,ili ••• t. tI ... ,tr/_tillll, '4!J 
tlnd willing to b, co"...,'rfetl w;th, So, in A. YOII /iA, it I (I An "ft_ 
f"ejiionabl, {pirit, which you. have not," U.f"tjli.""M, in this laR: 
,"R:ance certainly lignifies u".,.,iHing U bl t,,/~,tJ to. ST 'ZUlli . 

E<!!tjliOlltlbl, perhaps only means 'II/abl, oJ b.i"g co"...,.rftti Vlitb. 
'I. 'lutjliDfI, certainly,in our authour'. time lignified to ,oll'ller/ •• So, in 
hi, RII/!' if Lomel, 1594: 

.. For after (upper long he '1l1tj1io",rJ 
" With ModeR: Lucrecc-." 

Again, in Anto".! a.d Clcc/"tr.: 
.. Out 01 out '1"tjlion wipe bim." 

See alfo Vol. VIII. p. 6b7, n. 1. MALONJ:. 

1 -/til, • , 
Wby tby ,anOlliz'ti b,nu; bur!.a in i,.tb, . , 
HIl." bllrft tbeir Ctr."",nll I] Hamlet, amazed at an apparition, 

which, thougn in all a~el credited, bas in all ace. km "'nfidered as ' 
the moll: wonderful and molt dreadful operation of {upernatural a
gency, enquires of the fpeClre, in tbe moft emphatick terms, why he 
breaks the otder of na~ure, by returning from tLe dea. ; this be alka 
in a very ,onfufed ci" mlocution, ,on(ounding in lUs right the (ou 
and body. Why, fay. he, have tby bOil", which with due ceremo
nies have attn intolllbed ill 'J,alb, in the commbn Itllte of departed 
mortals, /""/1 the (old. in which they were embalmed? Why has 
tbe tomb, ill whicb we faw thee quietly laid, opened hi. mouth, that 
mouth which, by its "..eight and Itability, teemed elo{ed (Ot ever? 
The whole Jente'lCe is tbi.: Wh] doft tho. 1f1l'lIr, . who. WI, "0'lIl t. 
II. d'il" JOHNSON, ' • • 

By h,,,r!.i i. ',atll, 'the poet fcems to mean, 't/o}iIlJ IIl1d "sfi"ed 
i. tho pia" oJ ,b, tJ,t1J, In his Rill" .f L.tr"e he bas alain ufed 
tbla uncommoQ partidple in nearly the {ame fenfe : 

" Tby rea witbin a puddle's womb is btllr[.a, 
I, And not the puddle V. thy fea di(perfed.' MALON •• 

By the expre1Jion btO'ftd itt tJutb i. meant,/hut up and fecured with 
all thofe precautions which are u(uall, fraSifed in preperinl dead bo
die. (or fepulture. {uch at tbe windIDI-~t, /brawd, eoffil\o ""'. 
perhap' embalmina into the barlain. So that M.tb is hue wed, bJ • 
mcconJmt of the aatetellwt for the 1I01lfc'l.lIcau, fOf th. Ii.. !If 

cltacla, 
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Wherein we Caw thee quietly in-urn'd', 
Hath op'd his ponderous and marble jaws, 
To caft thee up again i What 0l3y thi~ mean, 
'fhat thou, dead corfe, again, in c6mplete freel ' , 
Revifi t'ft thus the glimpfes of the moon, 
Making night hideous; and we fools of n:lture· 
So horridly to /hake our difpofition " 
With tboughts beyond the reaches of our fouls? 
Say, why is this? wherefore? what thould we do l 

Hor. It beckons you to go away witll it, 
As ifit fome impartmenl did de(ire 
To you alont'. 

Mar , Look, with what courteous aCtion, 
I t waves you to a more removed ground: 
Hatdonot go with it. 

Hor. No, by DO means. 
Ham, It will not fp~ak j then I will follow it. 
Hor. Do not, my lord. 
Ham. Why. what fuould be the fear ~ 

I ~o nbt fet my life at a pin's fee 6 ; 

And, for myJoul, what can it do to that, 

death, ruth a' Ire cenerall)' efteemed due, and p"aired with regard tit 
ead bodies. Confequentlr. I undera.nd by 'tr'IItt"II, the waud wind

in -O,eet or windiug-lb .. etl, in which the corpfe wu.. entl<lfed and 
{own up, in order to".pre{uve it the lon,er from utel'llil impreffion. 
f rom the humi4ity .n the r. pulthre, II embalmin, WI' intende4 to 
"referYe It from internal torruption. H ~ AT •• 

.. - ,1Ii1tJ,ln.urn·d,] The quartos read i.ttr,'J. STEEVE 'U-
1 'Th,,, ,b.." tlMtl '.'!" "Z.;., i. c6.pltl, ~ .. I,J It i. probable that 

Shakfpta:e introdDced 1111 ,110ft in armour. diat it mi.ht Ippur more 
{olemn by foth a diftriminarioa. from thi other c:hlraaen I though it 
W I really tbe cuftom of the DI"'" kin" to be buried In tbat lIIan-
-Acr. Vide Or..; W"";III, cap. 7- . 

" Struem resl Dec VC/libll., IIIe OiIorlbul c:umIllIDt, /11. tIIi,.t 
"""., 'luarandllll i,ni et equol adpcitur." 

" - eM poftqll_ ~Imut lUe Danar.1II rex coUcm fibi 
mlseitu .. l1 -cpialfit ~"i poll obitam resio diademac, 
exomatulD, ..u ~ ... hlIlInDclulIl cfI'et cadanr," Icc. S7 & a.,. 

4--1..1 .. /-.-] i .... akblaUl, wbo aruh'fportof natun, 
wbo£& IIlJflerioOt OlIUatiOlll... .,0114 die IUchu o( ollr fouls. ""c. 
So, la .... to •• .1 ,.lid: ., 0, f am/ __ ,',/.., .. • MAI.O,n. 

J -t, ~d".r"ifpo6tioD,l Di/,.firit.lt, for /, •• ,. W AI 8U a TO •• 
6 -, .... ,/.;] TbcY&hlcoiapift. J I<IUOIl. 

VOL. IX. Q... BeiDi 
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llcing a thing immortal as itfe n 
It waves me forth again ;-I'U follow it . 

Hor. What, ifit tempt you toward the flood, !rty lord# 
Or to the dreadful fum mit ofthe cliff, 
That beetles o'er his bafe 7 into the fea 1 
And there llifume fame other horrible form, 
Which might deprive your fov reignly of reafon &, 

And draw you into madnefs 1 think of it: 
. ",rhe very place puts toys of defperation 9, 

~
ithout more motive, into every brain, 

That looks fo many fathoms to the fea, 
And hears it roar beneath. 

Ham. It waves me frill :
Go on, I'll follow tbee. 

Mar. You lhall not go, my lord. 
Ham. Hold off your hands. 
Hor. Be rui'd, you lhall not go. 
Ham. My fate cries out, 

And makes each petty artery in this body 
As hardy as the Nemean lion's nerve '.-[Ghofr /;uNonl. 
Still am 1 caU'd i-unhand me, gentlemell;-

[BrtaN;ng from them. 

1 Thill beetles 0'., his blJ(,-] That hlJng' "'T hit ""fe, lilc~ what 
ja caUed a hUll,. brow. This verb i., I believ~, of our authour's 
coinage. MAl.ON l!. 

S _ J'fr;",. your fovereignty, &c.] Dr. Warburton would read a,
pra",,; but (everal proof, are given in the notu to J(;"l Liar of 
Shalcfpeare" u(e of the word a,!'i,It, which is the true *Ading. 

STItI:VJlNI. 

I believe, Jtpri<u' in this place lignifies limply to tab .'Wlly. J OUII. 

9 ..... pll,. toysof a'/f.,rllti,.,] 'I"" for ""bim,. W AI. BlIR TON. 

Thi, and the tnree follow inc lines are omitted in the folio. 
MAl.OSl!. 

I As hard] a. tb, NEmean liQ,.', ,.,,"',.-] Shaltfpeare ha~ _,ain 
accented the word Ntmta1l in this manner, in Lov,', Lab,llr', L:J: 

" Thus dolt thou hear the NeDlean lion roar. " 
SpenCer. howeyer, wrote Nemcan, Flit,., ~ttrI •• B. V. Co i.: 

" Into the great Nemean lion', grov .... 
Our poet" conforming in thi. inllanr. to Latin pro{ody wa~ cer* 

tainly accidental, for he and atmo~ ~:I .the !'oets of hi. lime difregardrd 
the 'iDlntity of Latin JUDles. !to, in L."int, J S~5' (though undo"bt* 
~Iy the l>rodu£lion of a (cholar,) we hIVe A"'phi,. inAea of Alii. 
t>fiQII, I\;c. See alro p. ;04> n. • MAl.O)l1. 

4 By 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. 2%, 
Hy heaven, I'll make a gboft of him that lets me s:-
J fay~ away :-Go on,-I'll follow thee. r Exeunt Ghoft, a,," Hi M LET. 

Hor. He waxes defperate with imagination. 
MtlT. Let's follow; 'tis not fit thus to obey hiin. 
/Ior. Have after:-To what ifi'ue will this come? 
Mar. Somethin~ is rottell in the fiate of Denmark. 
Hor. Heaven wIll direa it 3. 

Mar. Nay, let's follow him. [Exlli,,'. 

~ C ENE V . 
.A morll remot, Pllrt if thl Pilltform. 

R e-t1IUr Ghoft, ""d HAM LET. 

Ham. Whither wilt thou lead me 1 fpeakl I'll go n() 
further. 

Gh()j1. Mark me. 
Ham. I will. . 
GboJl. My hour is almoft come, 

When I to fulphurous and tormenting flame; 
MuJrrender up myfe1f. 

Ham. Alas, poor ghol!: ! . 
_ GhoJl. Pity me not~ but lend thy {erious hearing 
To what I fuaU unfold. 

Bam. Speak, I 'am bound to hear. 
Gbojl. So art thou to revenge, when thou fualt hear. 
Ham. Whatl 
GhoJl. I am thy father's fpirit; 

Doo/Il'd for a certain term to walk the night; 
And, for the day, conbn'd to faft in nres •• 

Till 
S _ tL., leta ",t :] To I., .mool oar old .uthon fi&nilie. to pre

"ent, to hinder. ST~E"ENI. 
So, in N. IYalU •• W ..... ·" a comedy by Middleton, 1657 I 

.. That I." her not to be your dlucbter DOW." MALONE. 

3 H,.", •• viU ;li,,8 iJ.J Marcellus an(wen Horatio', queftion, 
" To what iffue will this come 1" and Horatio ~Ifo an (wen it him
Ielf, with a pious refi&JIation," Heaven will diretl it.» BLACItITOH It. 

+ D .. ",·~ fIT II ,,,IIi,, ttr. t • ..,"'. lb •• i~"t, 
.fll;l f.,. the ;1111 tDtlfi,,';I to rail in fim, Chaucer has a fimilac 

palTaac with Icaarel to the pUAiOun.-, 0 JadJ. P.j •• " 'III" p. 
Q...a 193, 
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Till the foul crimes, done in my days of nature,. 
Are burnt and purg'd away'. But that I am forbit\ 
ToO tell the fecrets of my pri{on-hoofe, 
I could a tale unfold, whofe ligbtetl word 
Would harrow up thy foul; freeze thy young blood; 
Make thy two eyes .. 1ike tiars, Jiart from their fpheres t!;. 

193. Mr. U rr7'. ~ditjon: " And ' moreover the mifefe of hell ilaalt 
be in defallte of mete and drinke." SlUTH. • 

Naih, in his Pierce P.tnnilefl'. SlIpp/itdtio" tD tbe DtoIiI, 1"595. bas 
the fame idea: .. Whether it be a place of horror, french, and dark
nefs, wltere menfeuJlUir, buttlln get 1IDlIe, and are ever thir~," &c~ 
Before I had read the Perfon •• 'IlJle of C~aueer, I fuppofed that he 
meant rather to I\rop 'a ftroke of fatire on .(acerclotal luxury, than to 
give a ferious account of the place of future torment~ Chaucer, 
however, is a8 grave 'a8 Shakfpeare. So likewife at the conc1ulion Gf 
ananciell>tP':IIlphietcailed 'IbeWJIf.{ IbeDwyll, bl.l. no ~atel 

.. , Thou /halt lye in frail: .nd fi" 
" With flckne!le and'bunger;" &:c. STIIEVJ!NS. 

S . .Are burllt lind purg'd "way_] Ga,win 'Douglas really changes 
the Platonic hell into the " punytion of faulis in purgatory:" and it 
is obfervable, that when the gholt informs .Haml~t of his doom there, 

.. Till the .foul ,timet, don~ in his iays of natlJl'e, 

.. Are ~urnt ,,"d purg'd a'lVay,-
the expre/liol'\ is very limilar to the bi/hop's. I. wi I give 70U his "er
lion as concifely as I can: "It ie a nedeful thynS to fuffer panls and . 
.. torment ; .... 5..m. in the l!iyndis, fum under the watter, and in tue 'fire 
" uthir (urn; thus ,the mony vleC8-

.. Contrakkit in 'the corpi. be Jone 4'1»'1 

.. A,lIlp.rgitt."-Sixte Book Df }i;n",Jos,{ol.p' J?'. FAun:R~ 
Shakfpeare might have found this expreffion in the- HjJl.rie of 

Jumblet, Ill. let. F. 2.. edit. J608: "He fctfire in the four Gomers 
of the hal, in fuch fort, that of all tbat were as then therein not one 
efcaped .away, lout were forced r, purgtth,ir jin',.. ~yjire." MALOl!IE .• 

Shakfpeare talks' more like a papill: tba",. p1atonill:; bllt the l-a
suageof bilhop Pouglaa is that of a good p.roteftant: 

- ' .. - Thus tAt many vices 
" Oontracki~ in the corpts be-done away' 
" , And purgir.'· 

T~.fe are the very worda of our laUre1 in the commendatMy praye. 
Cor a lick penon at the point of departure, in tile ollice fOr tile "iflta 
tion of t'be lick: "_bat!o«JtJ' tkj/ntI.,mit "'''y iQ'fIt (l1lh'.,,811-, 
~~ing p"'gtd ,,"d dqne .;.way. ~ WIIALI.U· . 

o Milk, th ~W. eYe8, liM JI"rs, lIart i,om their (phcn;J;] 30. ill 
our poet's 108th fonnet, . _ 

" How have mine "'10'" oj Ib,;,. ffiertl ,,"lIjilt,tI. 
~, h th.c diJlra~oaof\Aia maddiD, fmd ': MAun. 

Th, 
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Thy knotted and combined locks to part, 
And each particular hair to ftapd on eod, 
Like quills upon the fretful porcupine 7 : 

But this eternal blazon muil not be 
To ears of Refit and blood :-Liil, lift, 0 lift !
If thou did'ft ever thy dear father love,-

BanI. 0 heaven! 
Ghojf. Revenge his foul and moll unnatural murder ·'. 
Ham. Murder? 
Ghoft. Murder moft foul, as in the belHt is; 

But this moft foul, ftrange, and unnatural. 
Ham. Hafte me to how it; that I, with wings' as {wift 

As meditation, or the thoughts of love 9. 

7 _ frelful pDrcupine:] The quartos read ftllrf~1 porcupine. Either 
may (erw:. Tbi. animal is at once ira{cible and timid. Tbe falllc 
3mage occurs in tbe Romllnt of tbe Rofe, where Cb .. ,rr is defcribinc 
theperfonage of dpngtt : 

.. Like /harpe urchons his hure was If OW," 
All urcbin is a he4ge-hog. S1'U;VJ:NS. 

, R,t>C,.nge bis /,ul lind mojl """lItliraIMurder.] A. a proof that 
this play wat wrItten before J 597. of whicb the contrary haa beell 
.t!Terted by Mr. Holt in Ur. Tobnfon'. appendix. J muft borrow, .. 
ufual, from Dr. Farmer. "~h.krpeare i. {aid to bave betn no ex.
traordinary atior; and that rhe top of hi. performance INat tbt; 
GhoA: in bit own HII",I<I. Yet thi. cbtf d',tu'Ur. did not pleaf~ l 
I will give you an originallhoke at it. Dr, Lodge publHhed in the 
year 15'96 a pampblet caUed Wi,', Mi{tr;t, or tb. Wo,ld', Mad_'l', 
Jif"~"'l.l thl ;11'11'"'' d""I/, t/ lb. Ill" quarto. One of the{o 
4evils is, Hlllt.",irt8t, Dr forrlYW f.r a"otb" Man', lood flltC<}ft, 
who, (ay. the doGlor, " is a JOII/. Jllhber, and I<>ok. al pale a. 14 • 
• isard of tbe Gbojl, which cried fa miferably at tbe thelltn, 1h",I.t 
rwe1lzt." STJ:EVIONI. 

I {u(peGl that this ftroke"l1 Inolled, not at Shak{peare, but at the 
performer of the Ghoftin an older play on thi. (ubjeGl, exhibited be
fore 15~' See 4n Am",pt /0 IIfter/ai" tb, Drdtr of Sb"lj',I1,'" ;Jllp. 
Vo!.l. MALONE. 

Y A. Mlilitlllion, or lb. ,tb.lIght, 0f1ov.,] This limilitude Is extremely 
'beautiful. The word "m/i,.,iDr/ Is confecrated, by the _.,/lin, to 6,
~ify tbat ftretch and flight (If mind whieh afpirea to tbe enjoyment of 
the fupreme lood. So that Ramlet, confiderinc with what to com
pare the {wiftller, of hie revenge, (hoo(e. two of the moll rapid 
thina' in nature, the ardency of divine aDd human paffioa, in aA 
,.tb.jilljl II ..... II 10000er. WA •• "aToN. 

Tile comment 011 the worll ""tiitlltiotl it Co iDaCllioIll, &ha,l hope 
it it jalt. J OK I1i0ll. 

Q..3 MaT 



~30 HAM LET, 
May [weep Lo my revenge. 

Gho/l. I nnd thee apt; I 
And duller ihould'tl thou be th~n the fat weed 
That roots itlelf in ea[e on Le he wharf ~, 
Would'ft thou not £lir in this. Now, Hamlet, hear: 
'Tis given out, that, fleeping in my orchard. 
A f,erpent £lung me j fo the whole ~ar of Denmark 
Is by a forged pratefs of my death 
Rankly abus'd: but knol;V, th9U noble youth. 
The ferpent, that did fiing thy father'S life~ 
Now wears his crown. 

Ham. 0, my prophetick foul! my uncle? 
GhoJl. Ay, that ince£lu(Ju5, that adulterate beatt-. 

Wi~ w~tchcraft of his wit ~, with traiterous gifts. 

S .And duller fo •• ltfjltb.u b. Ib,m lb. fal·umd 
Tbal ,..t, itf.1f in ~af' .,. L"b. wharf, &c. ) Shakfpeare, ap

parently through i norance, makes Roman Catholicks of thefe Pagan 
Dane.; and here gi.e. a defeription of purgatnry I but yet mixes it 
with th~ P~g.n fable of Lethe', wharf. Whether he dld it to in+ 
finuate to the ,ealoa. Prote/hnts of hi time, r.hat the Pagan and 
Poplfh purgatory ftood both upon the fame foo!i"g of credibility, or 
whether it was bv the (arne kind of licentious inadvertence that Mi. 
chael Angelo brought ChMron'. bark into hi, piaure of the LaR: Judg
ment, i, not eafy to decide. WAR BUR TON. 
, Tbat roots ilf.1f in .af., &l't.] Thul the ~uarto, 1604. Tl\e 

folio relds_U That ,otl itfclf," &c. I have preterred the readinl of' 
the original copy, becaufe to '0.' itftlf is a natural and cafy phra(e. 
but" to rol hfelf," not Englilb. Indeed in general the readings of 
the origio I copies, when not corrupt, ought in my oFinion not to be 
~epart~d from, without very fuong rea(on. Tbal ,'011 4<1f ill ttlft, 
mean,; who e Ouggifh root is idly extended. 

The modern edItors read-LIthe', wharf; but the readinll of the 
ole! copy i. right. So, in Sir Afton Cockain'. poems, 1658, p. '771 

' " - fearing thefe great aaions migbt die, 
.. Neglei!ted caR: aU into L,tbe 1.1,." MALONlt. 

Otway has the (arne fhought: • 
" - like a coar(e and ufelefs dunghIll weed, 
,r Fix'd to one Cpot, and ,., juft as I grow." 

The faperiority of the reading of the folio i. to me apparent: to be 
iD a crefcent !l:ate (i. e. to , •• , itJ.lf) afford. an idea of .aivicy I to 
NI better (uits with the duUnef. and inlaion to which the GhoA re
lers. N everthelef., the accufative cafe (':jilf) may {e~m to demand 
the verb , .. ". ST &Z v .. N S. 

~ bl. wit,-J The old copies have 'Witl. Th~ (lIbCe'luent line Ibew. 
that it was a mifprint. MALON)!:. • 
, 0 wicked 
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(0 widred wit, and gifts, that have the power 
So to feduce !) wQn to 'his lhamefulluft 
The will of my moil feeming-virtuous queen: 
0, Hamlet, w~at a falling-offwu there! 
From me, whofe love was of that dign,hy. 
That it went hand in hand even with the vow 
1 made to aer in marriage.; and to decline , 
Upon a wretch, whofe natural gi~ts we,re poor 
To thofe ofm'ine ! 
But virtue, a.s it never will be mov'd, 
Though lewdnofll court 'it 'in a fb:q>e of heaven; 
So lutt. <though to a rauia1l.t angel Jink'd, 
Will fate itfelf in a celeftial bed. ' , 
And prey OD garbage. 
But. foft! methinks. I [cent the morning !lir ; 
Brief l~t me b,e :-Sleeping withil,1 mine o,rchard I • 
My cufWm always of ~he afternoon~ 
Upon my fecure hour thy ullde .D;ole, 
With juice of curfed hebenon in a vial 4• 

And in the porches Qf mine ears did pour 

J _i" .. rr.ba,J,] OreLa,J for lard.II, So, in R"".,alld ]"litt: ' 
" Th~ Drcba,d walls are high, anc! hard to climb." ~Tlltv, 

... With j"k. if ,n/tti hebenon in • ",jal,l The word here ufed WIS 

morc probably deligned by a "'''lItbtji'l either of the poet or trln. 
fcriber, for &".~.n, that is, h.nban,; of which the moll; com mOil 

kind (lI,ojtja ... , 'niztr) i~ certarnly """.tir, aod perhap., if t.ken III 
a cooJid~rable quaDtity, miaht prove poifonous. Gilen calls It cold 
i.ltlle:';hird degree; by which in thia, II well as ~i/J"', he fcema not' 
to mean an aGtua! coldnef., but the power it has of blnurnbinr th& 
facultie,. Diofcorides aCcribe. to it the property of producing mad
ner. (u"".""f'~ f', .. ,';h,). Thefe qualities haYe been confirmed by 
{everal cafes related in modern obfervation.. In Wepfer we haYc a 
lcod account of the Yllr;ous .tr.~. of this root upon moll; of the mem_ 
bets of a <~.'fI.~t in Germany, who eat of it fo.r (uFper by milbk~ 
mixed with fuccory i-heat in the throat, ,lddioefi, dimnef. of light 
and delirium. Cie.t. Af ... ti •• c. 18. Gaty. 

So, in Draytoo', B(lro.,' Wars, p. 51. 
Ii The pois'ning bnb"." and the mandrake drad." 

In Marlowe"'jtol if Malt., 1633, the 'Wofd i. written i,ll a 4if. 
fcrut manner: • , 

" -the blood of Hydr., Lema's bane, 
U Thejulce of Blboll, udCocytu' brcath,'· STIIJlII" 
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The lepero\l@ diftilment s; whore 41fe~ . 
Holds fuch an enmity with blood f man, 
That, fwift as quick-filver" it 00urfes through 
The natural gates and alleys.Of the body; 
'And, with Ii. fudden vigour, it doth potfet 
And curd, like eager droppings into dlilk, 

. The thin and wholefome blood: f9 did it mine; 
And a moil: inftant tetter bark'd about., 
Moll: lazar-like, with vile and loathfome cruft. 
All my fmooth body. . 
ThuH was I,. lleeping, by a brother's hand, 
Oflife, of crown, of queen, ,at once <lifpat,ch'd t! ~ 
Cut oiF even in the blotfoms of my fin " . 
Unhoufel'd 8~ difappointedSl, unanel'd I; 

No 

S The lep.,.", d!f/ilf1/enql So, in Painter's Pala(e " ,Pltaf-,.." 
Vol.H. p. 142.: "-irhich being ,once poll'e!1:.d, never ' Ieaveth the 
patient till it hath enfeebled his ftate, like the qlJalitie of p0ift" diJ~ 
tillinz thl'OUgh t he veins even to the beart," MALONE, 

I> -at o"cedifpaCl:h'd:] lJiJP"lch'J, forbtrift. WAltllt1!lTON. 

7 Cut off ellen in the bloffoms of my Jin , &ce.] The very words of tbis 
part of the Ipeech arc t~ken (4sI have been informed by a gentleman 
of Ulldoub ted veracity) from an.-old Leg.nil if Sai"I., where a man, 
';"ho we. accidentally drowned, is introduced as makil1g the {ame 
~Qmplaint. STJ:EVJ:NB. 
, 8 lfnhDuftrd,- ] Hpufel i. the old word for the holy ~uch'rift.. To 
bowf.l, fays BuUokar in hiaEo;pojilo" S.o, J616, is" to minifter facra
menta to ~Jick man iD danger of death," UnhOllftl'd therefore is, 
wit/lout having received the (acrament in the hour of death.. So, ill 
Hoff"'Ii''''' Tragttl,. 1631\ 

II NOlle (ung tby requiem, no friend «ol'd thine eye., 
" Nor lay 'd the hallo.w'd ~arth upon thy lips \ 
.. Thou wert 1I0t h.llftl'J;u , 

. Again, in Holinflled' s Cbro"itlt: "Alro children were chriftened. 
and men hOllftled and I/.~Itd, tho~ouCb all the land, exupt /uch as 
were in rhe bill of e¥communication by name exprelled." M A tON t. 

P -difoppoiMtd,l is the fame as unapp.illted; and may be p<operly 
explained unpTtpartd. A man well furnifiled with things necelf:,ry for 
an enterprme, was raid to be weUllpp~i.tttl. JOHNSON. 
: So, in Holinlbed'S ObrDnick: "He had not pall: a fifteen lances, 
at they termed them in thofe days, that )3, t(1 wit, men of arms. 
furnilhed .nd appoi"ttd." 

Mr. Upton is of opinion, that the paTtic.ulaT preparatiop of which 
the GhQ/t laments the' want, was ronftjJio" and abfQI.,iotJ. .4/~int

",~r.t, 
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No reckoning made~ but rent to my account 
With all my imperfections on my head: 
0, horrible! 0, horrible! moll horrible S! 
If thou haft nature in thee, bear it Dot; 
Let not the royal bed of Denmark be 
A couch for luxury 1 and damned incell. 
Bat, howfoever tholl purfo'it this act, 
Taint not thy mind, nor let thy foul coni rive 
Againfr thy mother aught; leave her to heaven. 
And to thofe thorns that in her bofom lodge, 
To prick and fung her. Fare thee well at once I 
The glow-worm /he~ s the matin to be near, 
And 'gins to pale his uneffeetual fire 4 : 

Adieu. 

""." he adds, it alliin u(ed in ~a/ur' lor M_/uft, In the (ame 
ieDfe as bet,,: 

I< Therefore your beft: app.in,,,,elfl make with fpeed." 
JfabeUa i, the (peaker, and her brother, who was cQndemned tn 

die, is the perfon addreOed. M ALOIU. 

• _".ntfd j] Without extreme unajon. So, in Sir Thorn .. 
More'S Work., p. 345: .. The eatreme unelion or •• tl].l.e, and con
firmation, he fayd, be no fa{ramentl of the church." Sec alfo the 
'luotation from Holinlhed in n. 8, where the word is (pelt "'Jlli. 

MALONII. 
The AJlglo.(axon noun-fubllantive., bell/.I, (the euc:ha,III,) and 

'/" oil. are plainly the rnota of the compound adjelHvcs, 
h •• j,I •• aud ntlttl. For the meaninll of the affix lin to the 11ft, ( 
qaote Spelman's G/~r, inloeD. "<l!!,in et diBionlbu. (an) ad. 
jUDlitur, 1iquidem vel.llj,,;, •• /II/io.i, ,ratia, wei ad jiwgulllrl IIli9~iIJ 
""I 1liii,,, .. demonftrandam." Hence .1Itkt1 Ihoald (eern to Jilnify 
oil.J, or •• 0Ul/lJ, by way of eminence, i. Co haYing receiYCd tltrewa 
llnfrion. BIIAND. 

S 0, bO'N'ibl.! 0, 6."i61.! ",ojI b.rri61,JJ It WII iogenioun, 
hinted to me by a nry learned lady, thn tbi. line (eem. to belong to 
Hamlet, in whore mouth it i. a proper lad natural exclamation j aDel 
who, according to the prattiec of the lIage, may be ruppo(cd to inter. 
rupt ro long a (pecc:h. JOlilnoN. 

J A ,,,,,,h lor lusul')'-] i. e. for I(oi.,!s. So, In K. L .. ~: 
"'Io', IUlury ,.I1-.,U, for," &c. STillY!!". 

See Vol. VIII. p •• ,11, n. s. MALOIC 1:. 

4 -".tjf.8 • .tftrt.J i. e. Ihininlf witbt,at heat. WAI.altToN. 

To pilI. i. a vCfb IIfc~ bJ Lady B Ii,..,,/; C_, IJI be 'Irl1l"'J if 
Ih,-;._, 1613' 

_Dutla 



234" HAM LET • . 
Adieu, adieu, adieu! remember me s. • [Exit. 

Ham. 0 all y{)U hoft of heaven! 0 earth! What eIfel 
And !hall I cOllple hell 1-0 fie !-Hold, hoid. my 'heart ; 
And you, ,my finews, grow not infiant old, 
But bear me {WRy up !-Remember thee 1 
Ay~ thou poor ghoft, while memory holds a feat 

" In this diftracted globe 6. Remcm ber thee 1 
Yea, from the table of my memory? 
I'll wipe away all trivial fond 'records, 
All Caws of books, all forms, all preH'ures ~aft. 
Tha youth and obfervation copied there; 
A thy commandment all alone .fualllive 

ithill the book and volume of my brain, 
nmix!d with bafer matter: yes, by heaven. 

o JJ;loft p~rnidolls WOLDan ! 
o villain, cyiilain. fmiling, damned villain ~ 
My tables,...-meet it is, I fet it down ", 

~. _ Death can 1'111. as well 

Tha~ 

" A cbeek of rofes as a cheek leCs brjgh~." 
Again,';n Urry's ChQuc<r, p. 368: "The fi.erre pdleth her white 
cheres by the flaMbes of the fonne," lice. 

U.tjf,aul1l fir., I believe, rather means, /ire that is no longer (een 
... hen the light of morning .i>pro.~hea. So, in lI,,;cltJ ll,i." oj<f}", 
J609 1 ' 

" - like allow 'Wor.,-
.. The which hHhfue in d.rknefs, none in light." S,T J> ItVJ!N,St 

Ail'll, "Jilll, "d;", I lice.] The folio reads: 
Adieu, .dieu, Ha",let: remem ber me. STr:&Vr. !lS. 

fI _ Rememher Ibl<! 
.AJ, tbou I'0.r gboJl, w.hile memory holds a (eat 
In, this diltra8:ed globe.] So ill ou~ poet', Iud fonllCt: 

t '. Which 1hall above th.t idle rank rem.in • 
.. Beyond all date,. e.en to eternity; 

, .. Or at the lnf!:,./_ long '" ~rai" ami h,art , 
" Ha",. (acuIty by naiurl t. ftllif!.ft:· M"l.olll: • 

• _ Ihis difl:ralted &19be.) i. e. in thi. head conf"f~d with thought. 
STE.Z VEl'" 

7 Y." fr"", the table of my memory-] Thi. Qpreffion i. ufed by 
Sit Philip Sydney i~ his DtJme if Pr4" M ... loON E. 

a A{y table!,-mtet i! i" 1 fit it J,!P~.J Hamlet avails himfelf Qf 
the (ame uubon obCerveci by tbe dll'tor in the fifth aa of M.cilub f , 

"lwill 



··PRINC£ OF -DENMARK. '3; 
That one may fmile, and fmile, and be a villain; 
At leaft, I a.m fure, it nuy be fo ill benmatk : [<writing.] 
So, uncle, there you are. Now to my word 9 ; 

It is, Aditu, adieu! rememher I1tf. 

I have {worn it, 
Hor. [<witbiJr.] My lord, my lord,
Mar. [<witbill:] Lord HamJet,
Hor. [..wthin.] Heaven fecurt: .him! 
Bam. ' So be it ! 
Mar. [<within.] Illo, ho, ho, my lord! 
Ham. Hillo, ho, ho, boy I come, bird, come '. 

Enter HORATIO, and MAR.CELLtfS. 

Mar. How is't, my noble 16rd? 
Hor. What news, my lord? 
Ham. 0, wonderful! 
Bor. Good PlY lord, tell it. 
Ham. No; you will reveal it. 
Bor. Not I, my lord, by heaven. 
Mar. N.or I, my lord. 
Ham. How fay you then; would heart of man once 

think it i-

1Iam. 

But you'll be fecret,-
J:f~ ~ !t'far~ Ay. by heav~n, mylofd. 

It I wi,u ret down what comes from her, to (atisfy my remembrance 
the morc arongly." ST •• vaNs. 

See al(o 'Th. 8.m"J P IIIrt if K. /I."" fr., 
II And therefore will he wipe' hiS 11161" clean, 
" And keep no I<11-tD/' to his •• ",o;y." 

York is here (peaking of tbe king. 'Tohl •• bpo1, in the time of our 
authour appear to have been u(ed by all rank. of people. In the church 
they were filled with /haft notes of tbe fermon, and at the theatr. 
with the fparkling (entence. of the play. MA.LON z. . 

P - NC'W t. my w .. d;) Hamlet allude. to the 'W4t h·'W~rd given 
every day In milltary (.rvice. which at tbis time he (ay' is, .I"~i''', 
Adi,,,, r.",.",/"I'" "'.. So, jn 'Th. D''lJir. Cblll,ter, a Tragedy, 1607' 

" "Now to my ""flub·word." STLi<Vl!NB. 
t _ (D", •• 6ird, cc".,.l Tbi. i. the call which falconen u(e to Iheir 

hawk in the air, when diey would have him como down to them. 
. HAl'IMZI. 

Thi. elpreffion il ufed ill MaijlDII" Drtcb CqUrlliIlllII, and by maD7 
olhm amollil the 014 driUllacj~ Writ"'. ' . ~ 



~36 Ii A M I.. E T. 
Halll. There's ne'er a villain" dwelling in all Denmark. 

~ut he's an arrant knave. 
·Hor. There needs no ghaR my lord. CODJe from the 

grave. 
To tell us this. 

Hom. Why, right; you If,e in the right; . 
And fo, without mor,e circumftanc:e at aU, 
I hold it fit, that we fhake hands, and part: 
You, as your bufinefs, and detire, (hall point you;
F.or every man .hath bufinefs. and defue, 

• 'Such as it is.-and, for my own poor part, 
Look you, I will go pray. . 

Hor. Thefe are but wild and whirling words, my lord. 
Ham. I am forry they oHen.d you, heartily; 

Yes 'faith, heartily. . 
Hor. There's no offence, my lord. 
Ham. Yes, by faint Patrick~, but there is. Horatio, 

And much offence too. Touching this vifion here,-
It is an honeft ghoit, that let me tell YOll: 
For your defire to know what is between us. 
O'er-mafterit is as you may. And now, good friends. 
As yare friends, fcholars. and foldiers, 
Give me one poor requeft. 

Hor. What is't, my lord? we will. 
Ham. Never make known what you have feen t~ 

night. 
Hor. Mar. My lord, we will not. 
]Jam. Nay, but (wear it. 
Hor. In faith, my lord, not r. 
Mar. Nor I, my lord, in faith. 

It apl'ean from all tbere paffages, lhat it wu the falcollet'! call, as 
Han ... r has GbCerved. STlt£V'''S. 

~ - by St. Patrick,_ ) HG", the poet comes to make Hamlet 
( .. ear by t. P.trick, 1 know not. However, at this time ~Il the 
wb Ie northern world h.d their learnins from lreland; to whicb 
pI ce it had retired, ,nd there flourHbed under the aufpices of this 
Saint. But it was, I fuppore, only raid at random j for he makes 
Hamlet a ftudent of Wittenberg. W AJUI Uk TOil. 

Dean Swift'! "VerCel Oil the fudden dry;1l1 up of St. Patrick's 
Well, 17't6," contain many learned alluliona to the earl)' cullin
tion of literature inJrdand. NltHO!.', 

lfa11l . 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. ZI7 
Ham. Upon my fword. 
M",., We have fworn. mylord. already. 
BaWl. Indeed, upon my fwoM. indeed. 
GhoJl. rbeneatb] Swear. 
Ham. Ha, ha, boy! fay'ft thou fo 1 art thOIJ there-j 

true-penny 3 1 • 
Come on,-you hear this fellow in the tellarage~
Confent to fwear. 

Hor. Propo[e the oath, my lord. 
Ham. "Never to fpeak of this that you have feeD, 

Swear by my fword •• 

3 - true-p<l1f1J 1'] This ",otd n .. ell llSl Iom.e of Hamlet's (om" 
exclamations. we firid in theMa/teo.tent, 1604 1 

" lllo, ho, ho, hOl .art there old 'Trll.t-p'~nJ '" S:r .,1T:llU • 
.. Swear DJ my fwortf.] Here the poet has prefervtd the m. nner. 

of the ancient Danes, with whom it was rriig ion to (-,velr up9n their 
(words. See Bartbilli."" De <lIufl. "attlflttr "'Drt •• /lid. Dan. W A" •• 

I was once inclinable to thie opinion, 'which 18 Iikewifc well 'de. 
fe nded by Mr. Upton; bijt Mr. Carrie~ produced me a paITage, 1 
thi nk, in Brl""S"", from which it appeared, thll t it was comdlon to, 
{wear u?on:the {word, that is, upon tbe ao!s whi~h the old (wortl. 
always had upon the hilt. JOHNSON. • 

Shakfpeare, it i. mOre than probable, knew nothlng of the aneie/a 
Danes, or their manner!. :Every extra~ from Dr. Farmer'S pamphlCl: 
IIWCt prove as inCtruaive to tb e reader as the £o1\owiO'1 

" In the Pa/{uf Primllf of Pierce PIDW",aW) 
" DavId in his daies dubbed knighte'!, 
.. And ~id ,them fwere on bIT fword to ferTe truth ever." 

" And in HUro.i",. , the common butt of our a~thor. and the 
!' wits of the time, (ays Lorenzo to Pedriogano '""" 

.. Swear on this ,rofr, that what thou Cay'ft i. true) 

.. Butifl prove thee perjur'd ~nd unjoll, 
<j 'Ibis very f!WmJ, whereorl thou took'ft thine'olith, 
" Shall be a worker of thy tragedy." . 

To the .authorities produced ,by Dr. Farmer, the following may bl! 
ded fro .. Holi.,,"', p. 66+: I< Warwick Jc.ilfed tbe croli of K. Ed

.. ward.'. Cword, 'u it were a vow to h i. prom.ife." 
Aialn, p. 1038, it is faid, n that Wa""";ck drew oot hi. fword,. 

.. which other of tb. b 'i> nourable and wor!hipfuJ that were then pre
II (ent lilt.wife elid, whom be commanded, that each one Jbould kif. 
« other'. Cword, a((orilin, to aD ancieot cuftom amo,..Ct ,men of war 
. , in time o( great dallier j aoel h~cb ;hey lIlad~ II (olemo vow." "c. 



2~~ HAM ' LET,. 
, Ghoft. [lJI1ttttth] Swear. -
Ham. Hie & uhiflle ? then we ' l11bifr our ground :-

" Come hither, gentlemen" 
And lay. tour hands again upon my {word: 
Swear by my fword, 
Never to !p'eak of this that you ,have heard. ' 

GhoJl; lhineatkl S~ear by his fword. 
Ham. Well raid', old mole! can'ft work i'the earth fo 

faft 1 
A worthy pioneer ! ..... Once more remove, good friends. 
, H41r. 0 day and dghtj but, this is wondrous fuang.e! • 
.' Ha",. And therefore as a ftranger give it welcome S. 

There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, 
~han are dreamt '0£ in your philofopllY. 
But come;- ' , 

. Her,e, as before, n.ever, fo help you mercy! 
How ftrange or odd foe'er I bear myfelf, 
.As J, perchance, hereafter fhall ,think meet.· 
To put ail antic'k difpofition on,-
That you, at (ueh times feeing me, never lha.ll, 
With arms encumber!d thus, or this head-fhake. 
Or by pronouncing of fame doubtful phrafe, 
As, Well, 'Well, 'We know;-or, We c(lu!.i, alf if 'We 
cwou/d;-,or, If 'We liji t41 fp',ak; -or, 'rlHre he, an if 
they might - ;- _ . 
Or {ucn ambiguou's giving out to !late 

• .Again, i; Decker's comedy of Old ED'tun"tus, 1600 1 
" He has (worn to ~e on the (('Dis of his pure Tole.lo. Of 

In the foJiloqlly of Rot"ltd addrelfe.d to his (word" the cr.fs CD it T. 
not forgotten, ' " - capuJo cburneo candidiffime, &rlf" aurea fplendi
diffime," Ike. Turpini Hilt. de Geftis Caroli Mag. cap. 20;'. &Tu,v. 

Spen1l:r obferves that the IrUh in hi" time ufed commoDly to (wear 
by their fword. Sec his Yit<Wof tbe St." ./Ird .. d, written in 15~'6. 
This ~uf1:o.m, indeed, il of the high eft antiquity; having pre tailed, u> 
we learn from Lucian, among the Scythian.. M.u;ol\%. 

sAnti tberefore as II fira"g.,. gi.." il 'Wuc.",e.] i. e. receive it to 
yourfelf; take it under your own roof; 18 much as to ray, Let it 
f.crtJ • .<\.l1uding to the lawsofhofpitality. WiRBnToN. ' • -fl. if they might; 1 Thill the: 'ljllarto. The folio rcad~ it 

, tbfrlllli&hc. MAJ,o!fl. • 

That 



PRINCE OF DENMAR~. 239. 
That YOIl know aught of m.e 15: This do {wear 7, 

So graci and mercy at Y0llr moa need help YOIlI 
GhoJl. [htlltath] Swear. . 
Ham. Rea, refl, perturbed {pirit II-So, gentlemena 

With all my love I do commend me to you:. 
And what fo podr a man as Hamlet is 
May do, to exprefs his love and fnending to you, 
God willing, !hall not lack. Let us go -in together; 
Jhtd ilill yoor fingers on your lips, I pray:. 
The time is out 'of join,t ;-0 curfed fpight! 
That ever I was born to fet it right!-
Nay, come, let's g.o together. [E.l'nat. 

6 Or /Mcb _higllOIl' li";"l 0.' to .Mte . 
~ "Thill JOII k.ew a.gbt of m, :-] The confttuaion iJ ;rregular aD. 

elliptical. Swear as before, fay. Hlmlet, that yo • .nevet /bll" by folded 
Irma or /haking of your head i.ti.alt that .. jc"It i, !-.It''' ill J'" 
#rtaftt; .&JId by no ambiBuo~ phralu to note that you know aught of 
me. 

hak{pe.re hal iD many other places begull to conlhua a {entente 
in ooc form, and ended it in aoother • • So, in AIr. W,II that , • .1. 
11" JI: " I would the cuttin, of my garmentt would (eln the turD~ or 
the bariag of my beard; and I. J"1 it WII in fttatagcm. ,. 

Again, in the fame play I " No more of tbil, Hclcnal-Ie/t if be 
rathet thought you affett a {arrow tban to bll'll"" where he oUBht to 
line written fl,,,,, Ib.t YOM have: or, 1'J'I1~" ,.,b" hI Ib."fht tu Ilf
/,a "Jorrew, rha" to have. 

ABain, ibid ... I • 

" I b"d. her-if her fortuM' eyer !lood 
" Neccffity'd to help. lb., by this tok.n 
" I would reline her. '1 

Alain, in "Tit 'I~: 
II I have with ruch pro,.i60n in mine art 
" So (afel1 order'd, that t1lere ia aoJ.a/
I< No, nqt (0 much perdJtion .. an hair 
.. Betid to any creature ill the "del." 

Sce al(o Vol. IV. p. 156, n. S, and p. ~40, n. S • 
• Havinll"fed the word .,..,tr In the prccedinc part of the {entenee, 
r that you ,,""" o.al1-1 the poet coa6dered the "'1";'" implied in .. bac 

.follow.; and bencehe wrot_" ... -to note," iaftead of ".,. MA,LONI:. 

1 _ ,bi, './VI_. "c.] The folio rnds, tbi, "01 t. tI., (wear, ~e. 
STE&VE}! •• 

SVlIII. ia u(cd here al in maD)' other place" •• . a diIT,UabJe. 
• MALONe. 

• -lert.rlmJ r,irill) The ftfb ,",arb i.,,{ed by Holinlhed, and 
by BacoD in his liJl"J •• 8111"ftll;1II1 "-cbcrdorc atheifm did rlnCl 
~.rI, ftatcl." MAl.oII I, -. 

. ACT II! 



HAM r. E T, 

ACT II. seE N E I: 
A Room in Polonius's Haufe. 

I 

Enter POLONIUS and RSYN ALDO 9 • 
• 

Pol. Give him this money. and thefe notes, Reynaldo. 
RO' I will, my lord. ' . . . 
P()I. You lhall do marvellous wlfely, good Reyn~ldo. 

Before you vilit him, to make in9,lliry 
Of his behaviour. 

Rty. My lord, t did intend it. 
PDf. Marry, well [aid: very well {aid. took you, fir; 

Inquire me firft what D.anike-\,s J are in Paris; 
And how, and who, what means, and where they keep. 
What company, at what expence; and finding, .. 
By this encompaffment and drift of queftio,!. 
That they do know.my [on, come you more nearer 
Than your partkular demands will touch it ~ : 
Take you, a~ 'twere fome diftant knowledge 0f him; 
As thus,-I Imow bis father, and his friends, 
And, bl part, him;-Do you mark thIS, Rcyna\dol 
• Rty. Ay, very well, my lord. ' 

Pol. And, in part, him ;,-hut, you may {ay,-710t -well ~ 
11:Jt, if't he he I mean,. he's 'Very wild; , 
AddiE/ttl Jo attd fo i-and there put on Mm 
What for~eries you pleafe; marry 1 none fo ra.nk 
As may dl!honour him; take heed of that; 
But. fir, fuch wanton, wild, and ufllal mps, . 

9 The quartos read, Effler old Po~,,;ul'W1th hi""aur ,,",I. S1'1tV. 
• -Danfom-] Danfo, (in Warner'$ Albion, En,I."J) i. theandent 

Jlame of Denmark. STEEVUfI • 

.. - t01lle J DU m(Jrl I'Jlarer ~ 
'Thllll yo"r pllrtie,,/., tI • .,.IIJ, ..,iJ/ to.,h it:] The late editioDa 

read, and point, thus: 
- <:ome you more nearer; , . . 
'Tb .. your parti<:ul.r demands will touch it: 

Throughout the old Gopies the word whleh we now write-rh#lI, ji 
lonftantlr written tho.. I h&ve therefOre here printed ,bll., which 
the context (cems to me to require, though the old copies haYe tim •• 
'There is .no poin.t after the word n~'r'rr cid1CJ iA die oripcal quarto, 

, t6o.tJ or ~$ f9110. )(41.011 I. 



PRINCE , ()F DENMARK. 
As afe companions noted and moft known 
To youth and liberty. 

Rey. As gaming, my lord. 
Poi. Ay. or drinking, fencing, {wearing!, quartelJing; 

Drabbing :-You may go {o far. 
Rey. My Idrd, that would dilhonoor him. 
,Pol. 'Faith, no; as you .niay feafon it in the charge 4'. 

You mull: not. put another fcandal on hint 5, 

That he is open to incontinency; 
That's notmy meaning: butbn:athehisfaults {o qnaintly, 
That they may feem the taints ofliberty: 
The flalh and out-break of a .6ry mind j 
A favagenefs 6 in unreolai~ed blooQ~ 
Of genllfal alFault 7. 

Rty. But, my good lord,-
Pol. Wherefore Ihould you do this 1 
Rtj. Ay, my lord. 

I would know that • . 
Pol. Marry. frr, here's my drift; 

And, I believe, it is a fetch of warrant' : 
You laying thefe fljghdullies oh my fan. . 
As 'twere 8' thing a little foil'd i' the working. 

3 -drilrAing, fencing; !'wu1'i"I,] r {uppo{e by 1,",I"g i. meant a 
too diligent frequentation of the fencing.fehool •• refort of "Iolene 
aud lawler. young men. JOHNION. 

Ftncing, I fuppofe. mean., piquing bim(e1f on h~s /kill in the lIfl: of 
the (word, and ql.\arrctlin, and brawlling, in conreq\lcnce of that Jkill. 
" The cunning at I,"ms, fays Golfon in hi. fi(liD~/C oj /lb.I', . J $79. 
is now applied to f""",mll,: they tbinke themfelve. no men, if, foe 
:!ti rring of a ftraw, they pro.e not their v.lure UPpoD (ome badin 
Beth e." MALON E • 

.. 'Faitb, no; aSYD •• II,leaft" it, &e.] The quarto read,-Fait)! .. 
a l you may (eafon iell) the charge. MALOln. 

s YD" IIIMjI.Dt tat anot/ler IcanJa/ ." U .. ,) i. e'. a "try dilrerent 
and more {eandalous failing, namely habitu incontintacy. Mr. 
Theobald in his Sbdfftll,t RtftDI',J propofed to read-an aflw lem
elal on bim; bat dId not admit the emendation into his edition. 

MALON!I:. 
Ci A ravagene(~-1 SII014g."tji, for rwiU.tfl. WAUl". TQN. 
7 Of gtntral a./faillt.} i. e. {ueh at youth in ,cneratlt liabl~ to. 

WAI.UIt1'OY. 

• AruI, 1 btliWl. it i, " Imli of W'''lIlt I] SO di~ folio. 'fhcJ 
Illlarto read!,-a !ctlOll of 'Wit. STJ:J: n .u. 

VOL. IX. · :R Mark 



242 H A M L "E T, 
Mark you. 

, Your party in con-verIe, 'him you would {ouna,. 
Having ever feen, In the prenominate crimes'; 
The youth, you breathe of, guilty, be afTur'd. 
He c10fes Wlth you in this confequence; 
Good fir, or fo I ; or friend, or gentJ,man,-
According to the phrafe, or the ~dition .. 
Of man, and country. 

Rty . Very good, my lord. 
PfJJ. And tben, fir, does he this)-He does-What was I 

about to fay. !-By the mafs, I was about to fay fome.,. 
thing :-Where did 1 leave 1 

R,y. At, dofedn the confequence '". 
PoJ. At, c10fes in the confequence,-Ay,lIlllrrYi 

He c10fes with you thus :-1 A"o'W the ge.tJe",ll. ; 
I Ja'W him ytflertillJ, or t'other tillY, 
Or tben, or thell; 'Wi/h filch, or foch; a"ti, as YDUjay* 
'1hert 'Was be gaming; there o'er/Dol in'his rorife; 
erbere falling oat at te""is: Dt', p"chanet, 
Ifa'W him tIIltr fuch a houft of Jale, 
(Yidt/ieet, a brothel) or Jo for/h. - See you now. 
Your bait of falfehood takes this carp of uuth ~ 
And thus do we of wifdom and of reach, 
With windlaces, and with afl'ays of bias, 
By indireaions find direltiona out; 
So, by my former leaure and advice, 
Shall you my fon: You have me, have you not ? 

Rty. My lord, I have. 
Pnl. God be wi'you; fare you well. 
Rty. Good my lord,-
Pol. C?bferve his inclination in your{elfJ. 

9 -prtlfomjfll/terimes,] i. e.crime. already named. STzrvz,,,. 
, G •• Jjir,! Dr (o;J I (ulpect, (with Mr. TYrWhitt,) that the poet 

wrote-Good fi r. orjir, or friend, lee. In tbe taft.6 o(thiJ FJay,fo i. 
ured (or fo /orlh: "--Ii" French rapiere and poniarda, with , theit 
alliIn. , as g"dle, hanaer, and f o." MAJ.O" 1:. 

• .At, clof" ;~ Ih. co~f'f.'w',) Thu~ the 'luarto. The (oUo ,dd_ 
At friend, or Co, or lIentleman. MALON • 

, - iR7.wrft/f.] Hanmer read., I;'" 1ow1el(, and i. followec! by Dr. 
'!arburton ~ but perhaps '''1GurCt!f C'III', ;'1- -1'1''', JK.t '" 
'pte.. }08I'lIO •• 



PIUNCE 011 DE NMARK. 
Rq. I !hall. my lord. . 
Pol. !\nd let hila ply his mufick. 
Rq. Well, my lord. [E~it. 

Enter OPHJ!LIA. 

Pol. Farewel !-How now, Ophelia 1 \vhat's the mat-
ted 

Oph. 0, my lord, my lord, I have been fo affrighted! 
Pol. With what, in the name of heaven 1 
Opb. My lord, as I was fewing iIi. m.y clofet, . 

Lord Hamlet,-with hIS doublet all unbrac'd» 
No hat u~on his head; his frockin~s foul'd. 
Ungarter d. and down. gyved to his anele + » 
Pale :18 his fuirt» his knees knocking each other; 
And with a look fo piteous in furport~ 
As if he had been loofed out 0 hell. 
To fpeak of horrors.,-he comes b~fore me. 

Pol. Mad for thy love 1 
Oph. My lord, I do not know; 

But, truly, i do fear it. 
Pol. What faid he? 
Oph. He took me by the wrifr, and held me hard; 

Then goes he to the length of all his arm; 
And. with his other hand thus o'er his brow. 
He falls to {uch perufal of my face, 
As he would draw it. Long ftay'd he fa; 
At lafr,-a little fhaking of mine arm. 
And thrice his head thus waving up and down,
He rais'd a figh fa piteous and profound, 
As it did {eern to fuatter all his bulk f, 
And end his being: That done, he leu me go c 

nd, with his head over his fuoulder turn'd, 

. • U~lart"'d, ."d dQ'W.·grved t. hi" •• ,1, 11 Drw"·,;r,mJ meanl 
hanging down HIce thP. loofe cloClure which COnbn.. tho tetteP round 
the ancle •• ST&ItVJ:,U. 

Thll~ tlte quartOi 1604, and 1605. and the {olio. In the quuto 
of 16u. the wordi"mJ wa changed to lJrtd. MArolll. 

S _ all hi' bulk. i. ~ aU hi. body. So, ill 'Thl R., •• f L."" t; 
. " -- he. eart 

" Beating ber h.lk. that hil hud duke. withal." 
Sec Vol. VI. p ... 88, 11.3. MALON&. 

Rz 



HAM L . .E T, 
He feem'd to nnd his way without his eyes; 
For out (i)'doors he went without their helps. 
And, !o the laft, bended their light on me. 

Poi. Come, go wi5h -me; I will go feek the kin&'t 
This is the very e.cfiafy of love; 
Whofe violent property foredoes itfelf6 , 

And leads the will to defperate undertakings, 
As oft as any ~aftion under heaven, , 
That does afflict our natures. I am forry,
What, have you given him any hard words oflate? 

Oph. No, my good lord; l>ut, as youllid command, 
I did repel hi& letters, and deny'd 
His accefs to me. 

Pol. q'hat hath made him mad. 
I am forry, that with better heed, andJ'udgment, 
I had not quoted him 1: I fear'd he di but trifle, 
And meant' to wreck thee; but, befurew my jealoufy ! 
It feems, it is as proper to our age 
To caft beyo d ourfelves in our opinions. 
As it is common for ,the younger fort . 
.To lack difcretion 8. Come, go we to tile king: 

Tha 

• _/",Jm itfc1I,] To f.wl. is to def\roy. So, In Olhell" 
co That either maku me, or foredo .. me '1ui~" STl:&UlI,. 

, I h/lt! ... t quoted 6ia:] I had not marked or obfcn'cd him. So .. 
in Yb, RAp. of L •• r, •• : 

.. Yea, the il1iterate-
" Will 'i.tt. my loathed tre(pafs in lilY loob." , 

In this palr.ge, in the original edition of] 59 .... the word is written 
tot., as it is in tbe'luarto copy of this play. Jt i, merely the old or 
corrupt fpelJins of the word. See Vol. lI. p. 378, n.6. and p. 431" 
n. 6; Vol. III. 1\' 4-71, ,n. 6, a.od Vol. IV. p. 537, n. 6. In tdi,n
jheu', Diet. 1617, we lind, .. To 'i •• te, mark, or note, a ~.o,.r. 
111 umeri. cnim fcribenrts fentenu.. (ua,s •• ,.,.t et diftineuu,lt.' See 
alfo CQtgrave's DiCt. Ifiu: "<l!~ter. To l"oU w .. ,i, in tI,l, mar~ 
Bentj to note by the way." MALOIIll. 

& - it I. /II f,op'r 10 •• r -I' 
'I. 'llft bty •• d ~"rJJ'IJ" .. ,." "I;";'IU • 
.As it i, (1lfIZ,..flf". Ibt ,u":''' Jllf't 
y.I4.1 l1/fmtiol" ) Tbi, is not the l'CII)uk of a Ift-t IIllIO. The 

vice of .It il toll IIlIlCQ, fllCpician. Mea lOll&. ~omccI CG the. wiles of 
~ lifo. 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. 
This mull be known j which, being kept clofe. 

. move P 

More grief to hide. than hate to utter love. 
Corne. 

seE N E II. 
A Roo. ill the Cajll,

24> 
might 

Ellter King. Q.geen, ROSE!ICItA NTZ. GtTILDu:STEur. 
lI11d Atttlltlllllf'. 

Killg, Welcome, dear Rofencrantz. and Goildenllem! 
Moreover that we much did long to fee yoo. 
The need, we have to ufe yoo, did provok.e 
Oar hafty fending, Something have you heard 
Of Hamlet's transformation j fo I aU it. 
Since nor the exterior nor the inwaTd man 
Refembles that it was: What it Ihould be, 
More than his father's death, that thus hath put him 

o much from the uhderftanding of hi mfelf. 
J cannot dream of: I entreat you both, 
'fhat,-being of fo yoong days brought up with him ; 
And, fince. fo neighboor'd to his youtb and humour ',-

Iff. tIIj1 commonly "']'1Ia Ib_/J",,,, let their cunnil\ll go farther than 
rea(on can attene it, This i, alway. the fault of t !&tIll: mind, iliad. 

rtful by lOll commerce with the world. JOWNfolCo 
The quartoareld-H, b,rcI,If,ltj as proper, &c. STItIt"t'UIi. 
In Decker', W01ltUrfill r.llrt, 410. 1603, we find an elCpreJJion 

timllar to tbat in the tnt. "Now the thirrue citizen 'illl b']utl 
the mooDe.» MALON&. 

, 'Tbj, .1IjI b. b ..... ,,; _hi,h, bUll, .'11 ,I_ft •• itbl ","". 
M.,.. mtf " hid., ,b •• bill' t. _Ittr /"" •• 1 i. t. Thi. mu~ bo 

made knOWD to the king, for (beinl kept Cecretl the hidinl Hamler. 
JOl'e'lIIlgbt ,,"afion more mi(cbief to u. from hIm and the 4lueen, thall 
tba un.ring or reyeding of it will oc:ea&on hire and refentment frolll 
Hamlet. The poet', ill and obfcu:e ~Ilion (eem. to haft bccA 
caa(ed by his aft"etbtion of C01leluding the feene witb a couplet. 

Haarner reada, 
MM~ trUII. hide hate, thao I. _'I" I ... ,. J oruno • 

• -* b __ ,,] Thill the folio. Tile 4Iuartol read, 11 • .,14",. 
STllIY.H •• 

It S Tha~ 



H6 'H A M L E. T, 
That you vouchfafe your reft here in our COUlt 
Some little time: fo by your c(,mpanies 
To ~raw him 01) to pleafures; an.d. to gather, 
So much as from occafion you m y glean .. 
Whether, aught, to us unknown, affliCts him thus~, 
'l'hat, open'd, lie~ withill oUr. remedy. 

!0!een. Good gentlemen, .he ha h much talk'd'ofyou i 
And, fure I am, two men dierc: are Dot living, 
To whom he more adheres. If it will pleafe you 
To {hew us fo much gentry 3, and good will~ 
As to expend your time with us a while, 
For the fllpply and profit of our hope>4, 
Your vifitatiQn {hall receive (uch thanks 
As fits a kiog's remembrance. 

Ro.f. Both your majefties 
Might, by the fove1eign power you have of USa 

fut your dreadpleafures more into command 
Than to entreaty. 

Gllil. But we both· obey; , . 
And here give up 'ourfelves, in the full bent S I 

To lay our fervice freely at yout feet, 
To be commanded. 

King. Thanks, Rofencrantz, and gentl Guildenftern 
~etn . Thanks, Guildenftern, and gentle Rofencrantz ; 

And I befeech ypu inftantly to vi fit 
My toO much changed fon.-Go, fame ofy()u, 
And bring thefe gentlemen where Hamlet is. • 
. G~iJ. Heavens mak~ our prcfente, and our pratHces, 

fleafant and helpful to him ! f . 

~tln. Ay, amen r 
[Exeunt Ros. GUIL.ll11tfjOmeAttelltfaVIJt 

" Wlmlm "~gbf, &c.] This line i. omitted in the folio. STU:,,_ 
3 Tofo.'W "./0 mMch gent,y_] Gl1Itl)" for "",p(ai/anc •• WAR •• 
+ For tb. fupplJ , &<.) That the hupe which you, am;v.u ha, 

J"ai(ea m~y lie completed by the defiled eHea. JORNION. 
5 - ill tb. full bent,] The full btnt is the "r",oft txtmlfi" if tlf,(. 

t;l1I. The a1lu6on is to il bow bent a. fir as it will 110. So aftcrwat 
~p this play; . 

" Ther fool ~e to the tOf Qf fIlr ifni." Af.u.oJl •• 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. 
Enter POLONIUS. 

'Pol. The embaffildorsirom Norway, my good lord, 
Are joyfully returu'd. 

King. Thou frill haft been the father of good news.. 
Pol. Have I, my lord I Alfure you, my good liege. 

I hold my duty, as 1 hold my foul, 
Both to my God, .and ,to my' gracious king: , 
A&d I do think. (or elfe this brain. of mine 
Hunts not the trail of policy fo' fure (I 

As it hath us'd to do.) that I have found 
The very caufe of Hamlet's lunacy. 

King. 0, fpeak of that; tha QQ Hong to bear ... 
Pol. Give 6rft admittance to.thc embalfadors; 

My news /hall he the fruit to 'that great full; 7. 

King. Thyfelf do grace to them, and bring them in. 
, [Exit POtONl us. 

He tells me. my dear Gertrude. he hath found 
The head and {ource of all your fon's difiempet. 

f<:jUII. I doubt, it is no other but the main; 
His father's death; and our o'er-hally marrriage. 
}?e-enter PGLONIUJ, 'With VOLTIM AN 0, Il~d COil ~iI_ 

LUIS, 

King" Wen, we {hall fift him.-Welcotrie, my good 
, friends! 

Say, Voltimand, what from our brother Norway 1 
Yolt. Moll: fair return of greetings, and deli.res. 

U P9n our firf1:, he fent' out to fupprefs 
His neyhew's levies' ; which to him appeat'd 
To be a pre para non I gainft the Polack; 
Eut, better look'd into, he truly found 
It was againll your highnefs: Whereat gricv'd.
';I'llat fo his ficknefs, age, and impotence, 
Was falfely borne in hand 8,-[ends out arrefts 

f 

II _ tbl ".il.'!OIi.,_) The Ui,i/ i. the (Oll'f',./'" ."imll/ ''''~ 
}IttJ bJ tb. fe,.t. OMNION. ' 

1 - tb./rlltt- Tbe 41trt after the mea!. JO"'UO"o 
8 -b." .. i" />'a'"d,- ] i. t. deceived, illl,POCcd 011< STIIUM', 
Sec Vol.1V. p. 357, Q. 6. M ,UONI. 

On 
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On Fortinbras; which he, in brief, obeys; 
Receives rebuke from Norwa}; and, in fine# 
Makes vow before his uncle. never more 
To give the a/fay II of arlns againft your majefiy. 
Whereon old Norway, overcome with joy, 
Gives him three thoufand c;rowns in annual fee I ; 

And his commiffion, to empley thofe foldiers, 
So levied as before, againft the Polack: 
With an entreaty, herein further fuewn, [gi'tlIS ajaplf ' 
That it might pleafe you to give quiet pafs 
Through your dominions for this enterprize; 
On fuch regards of[afety. ani allowance, 
As ther.l:in are fet down. 

King. It likes us well ; 
And, at OUt more confider'd time, we'll read. 
Anfwer, and think upon this buftnefs. . 
Mean time. we thank you for your well-took labour: 
Go to your relt; at night we'll feaft together" : 
Moft welcome home! [Exeunt VOL. alia COil" 

Pol. This bufinefs is well ended. 
My liege. and madam, to expofiulate 3 

What 

9 To gN' ,P. ".J!aJ-J To td, tb. "ff4] was 2 trchl'ic",1 expreffioD. 
eDgin.1I a,pplied to thofe who ufted wine for "lin II and IJut men. 
See Vol. VIII. p. 673; n. S. MA1.0NS. 

• Gi'llt.S hi,. three thoufand crO'lll/U jll Ilffl/U41 ftc JJ Thus tbe folio.
The quarto ha_tlareifc.r. thoufard. _ MAL ON E. 

Fee in this place lignifies r_ard, reeo_luut. So in 411', ,",til tbal 
'nds 'W.II .. 

" -Not hel ping, death', my/,,; 
" But if I help, what do you proll)iCe me? 

The word is commonly uCed in Scotland, for v"l'" II we U,1 1 __ 
,tr"llt, ph~jida.·s I tt. STItIt VIN.. • 

Fu is denned by Mintbeu in hi. Dia. J617, a reward. MA tON'-. 
~ - pt nigbt 'We'll f •• ft-] The ki~" intemperance is never (uf. 

fered to be forgotten. JOHNSON. 

J M] /i'l', lAnd ..ad ... , to tXpojbftlt.-] TO.xpojJII14t., for to tllfl;'6 
ef Jjrellf,. 

The Ihokes of humour in thi, (peech Irt! admirable. Nonlu,' 
charaCter is that of • weak, pedant, lI)i~r of ftau:. Hi, ~a. 
tion i~ a fine (nire:. on the illfl'eni_t oratory then in YOloe, -.d\ich 
placed reaCon in the formality of mc.th~, aoel "jt in dw: ji.g1 apd 
plat of words. WiLlI what art is he made to pride bimfclf in hi, «1);(. 

'!'hat 
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\ 

What majefry lhould be, what duty is, 
Why day is aay> night, night, and time is time, 

"Ibllt bt I, ",114. 'ti, t'lIe: 'ti, tru" 'Ii, pity : 
And pity'ti" • ti, trllt: A fooHth figure, 
Bu t farewe.l it ...... 

Were 

And how e1quifitely does the poet ridicule the ,tafo" ill/aftio/l, where 
he makes POIODius remark on Hamlet's madnef.: 

'Tbowgb tbi, bt madDefs,yet tbtd·, method i,,'t: ' 
As if method, which the wits of. that age thought the moll: ctrenti.\ 
quality of a good difcourfe, would make amends for tit" m~dneft. It 
was ",adntls indeed, yet Polonio. could comfort himfelf with lhh rc
Beetion, that at lealt it was '/IIlb.d. lt is certain Sbaktpeal'e excels 
in nothing mOre -than in the prefcrnqQD of his ch.raet.r ) 'To tb~ 
lift and ..,,,,;,ty 0/ cbar"l/.r (fays our liT\; t poet in bi' admirable pre
face to Shakfpeare,l 'W' ",.ft add tb. 'Wollde,/.l pTI!IT",a,i." of it. We 
have (aid what is the character of PoJonius; and it i. allowed on .11 
hands to be drawn with wonderful life and (pirit, yet the ullity of it 
has been thought by fome t.o be gro(Sly violate<l in the excellen~ tm
e'pll and ;njlrutlionl whleh Shakfl'cli\"e makes hi' ftatefman give to 
hi. fon and fervant in the middle of the ji1J, 30il beglnriil)g of tho 
Ittond a8. But I will venture to fay, thefe critics have nOt entered 
into the poet'. art and addrefs in this particular. He had II mind to 
ornament lliJ r enea with thofe nne le1Tonl of (ocialli(c; but his .Pol 
nius was too weak to be author of them, though he was pt'dant 
cnough to hi!.Yc met. with them in his l~ading. and fop en@ II. to 
eet them by heart, and retail them for his own. And this the pott 
Il. s finely Ibewn u. was the cafe, where, in t)le middle of »01001uI'. 
infiru~iqnl to his fervant, he make. him, th.ough withollt h"'iog re_ 
ceived anylnterrurtioo, forget his leiJon, and fay" 

Atld tb.n, fir, d." ~ this! 
Be do.,- Wb.t 'WIll I ahqllJ to I.y' 
I 'WIll ahout t. fllY /omttqj"r-b,,, tlid 11,,411' 

The fery.ant replies, 
AI, clofea in Ihe con(equence. Tba fetl Poloruu. right, and h~ 

lIoe$ on, 
AI, clo(es in the coD{e'luenee. -A, ,.a"!I. 
Beth/t, ,h., :-1 bow the gcntlellun, (fit. 

which thews the nry word. got by heart which he \'I'll repeating. 
Otbcrwi{e e/II/tl j" (hi to-f',.'''''' whit convey. no particular idea of 
the (I\bjca he was upon, could neyer ba'fe made him rec;o\lec~ whcle 
he broke off. Tim i. aD. extraordinary ioftance pf the roet'. art. an.d 
atuntion to the prefertation of cha(aC\er. WAUIUaTO)i. 

This ac:count of the cbaraaer of Polcniul, though it (ufficieorly 
~conc.iICl the (eeming iJicoll6~nc7 of (0 much wildom with (0 milch 
(oily. doe. Dot perh.p. corre(pond v.aly co the id~a. o( ollr authOJ1 

The 



250 HAM . LET, 
We're nothing but to walle night, day, and time. 
Therefore,-fince brevity is d:.e foul of wit. 
And tedioufnefs the limbs and outward fiouriihes~-
1 will be brief: Your J10ble iOll is mad: 
Mad call I it; for, to define true madners. 
What i~ 't, but to be nothing elfe but mad ; 
But let that go. 
~un. More matter, with lefs art. 
Pol. Madam, 1 {wear, I ufe no art all. 

That he is mad, '>tis true: 'tis truc, 'us pity .; 
And pity 'tis, 'tis true: a foolj£h figure; 
But farewel it, for twill ufe no art. . 
Mad let us grant Ilim then: and now remains, . 
That we find out the caufe of this effea; 
'Or, rattler fay, the caufe of this defea ; 
For this effeCt" defective, comes by caufe: 
Thus it remai.ns, and the remainder thus. 
Perpend. - . 
I have a daughter; have, ~ hile £he is mine; 
Who, in her duty and obedience, mark, 
Hath given,l\le this: Now gather, and furmife: 

The commentator makes the thanGler or' Polonius, a tharatler onl, 
cT manDers, dircriminated by p perties fuperficial, accidental, and 
acquired. The poet ,ihtended a Dobler delineation 01 a mi.teu cha .. 
raGler of m1lnners and of nature. Poloniu. is a m an bred in courts. 
exercifed in bulinef., ftored with obferYatioD, confident of hi. know
ledge, pr()ud of his eloquence, and declining into dota£e. Hi. mod!, 
of oratory is truly r~prefeDted as defigncd to ridicDle tile pratlice of 
thor. times, of prefaces thac made no iotro4uGlion, and of lnethQ<1. 
thot embarra(J'ed ratber than explained. This part of hi. ~l1araaer is 
acciden tai, the reit is Datural. Such a man i. poUtioe and confHellt. 
bec.ute he knows that his mind was once ftrong, and knows not thai: 
it;$ become weak. Such a man exeels in general principles, but fails 
in the particular application. He is knowing in retrofpeGl, ~nd igno
hnt in forefight. While he depends upon his memory, and can draw 
f,lom his repohtories of knowledge. he utters weighty fente,)ces, and 
gives ufeful counrel; but as the mind in its enfeebled ftat. cannot be: 
kept long bufy.nd intent, the old man is {ubject to {odden dere_ 
lic!\ion of his faculties,. he lofe. the "rder or hi. ideas and entangles 
h;m(el( in hi, oWn tboughts, till he reCO'l'trs the tudin~ J>riDciple. and 
falls "gain into bis former train. This idea of dotage encroaching 
IIpon wifdoiU, will {olYc &U the prn.momcna of :lIc cha(.acr of Polow 
Aills. JOHN 10". 

c.ro 



PRINCE OF DENMA K. 251 
_flD 1bf. teleftial, ana my flul's idol, tz" mojl b'Ill/tiji" 
°IIJllia,-4 
That's an ill phrafe, a vile phrafe; /mwti/J'd i. 11 vile 
phrafe; but you !hall hear.-Thu : 

In ber txce/Jent 'Wbit, b%m, tbejc 5. &.c.
~ten. Came this frol,Il Hamlet to her ? 
Pol, Good madam, ftay a while; 1 will be f. ithful.-

Dl1Uht thou, tb, jlttrs tlrt .firt; 
Douht, that th, fon doth 1OO'fJI; 

Douht trutb to bl a fiar ; 
]Jut nt'll,r dOIl~/, I fO'fJI. 

[rea"l. 

o d~ar Ophelia, I am ill at tbtft """,6'1'1 ; I ba'fJ' 1IlIt 

p;rt to reckon my groans: hut that J if) , tbu heft, 0 100ft 
IIIJl6~ helit'fJ' it. Adieu. 

'Thine l'fJmnOre, moft d'4r /ndj, 'Whiljllhil 
rnac#1I1 is to him, Hamlet. 

This 

.. '1'0 the tllt)iaJ, tina mJ 10Mr, id.l, tb. ",0/1 buut16ed Op/JI/ia-l 
Mr. Theobald for b.autljiiJlbbCHtuted b'#lijitd. MALONE. 

Dr. Warburton has {olJowed Theobald; but 1 am in doubt whe. 
tber b.autiji,J, \,hougb, at Polonius calls it, a ",iI. pb,aft. be llot tbe 
proper word. B.autiji.d feem. to be a ",II, ph.tI/., fo. the .mbillulty 
ofitl lpeaning. )OIlNIO N . • 

Hayward, in his Hijlory 0/ EJ'Ward VI. fay', "Kttth"in, Pm" 
queen dowager to kill, Henry VHI. w.. . woman b.a.tiji,d with 
manyexcelJent "jrtues." F MIN); •• 

Again, Nalh dedicates hi. Cbrijl'J 'It." nltr J""flJ/~, J 594. " to 
the moll btIJlltijittJ lady. tbe lady Elizabeth Carey." 

Again. in Green'. Malltilia, r593: "_Jthougb thy perron i. (0 
3V Iy btalltili.' with the dowrie. of na.II"." 
In and ",ir. a. the thrafe may be, our author has ufed It a,ain in 

, e Two G.lltln1'" 0/ rUM. : 
" -keing you are I",,,,tiji,d 
U With goodly /hape," &C. STIlXVXN •• 

S 111 b,r tltctl/ttlt .,hi" bofOllt,-] So, in the '1'11" Gmt,.", oj 
1'''''.11 ; 

" Thy letten_ 
" Which, be!Jg writ to lIIe, /h.1I be de/iver'd 
" Even in r'''''''l-wbi(.IIIj ... of IhJ ,"", ... 

See ~ note on thi. pall'Ce.'· ST. UN •• 
, ) hue here followed the quarto. The folio read.: 

'Ih.p in ~r mcUCAt whlCC bofOGl thcCe, ,,,, 



ZS~ HAM L .BT. 
This, in obedience, hath myda~htedhewn mej 
And more-above 7, hath his [olicitings, 
As they fell out by time. by me-ani. 'fud place,.. 
All given to mine ear~ 

King. But how hath fue 
Reoeiv'd his Jove l 

Pol. What do you think of me 1 
King. As of a man faithful <lnd honourable. 
Pol. I would fain l'rove [0. Bilt what might you think] 

When I had feen. thlS hot love on the wing, _ 
(As I perceiv'd it, I muft tell you that, 
13efore my daughter told me,) what might you, 
Or my dear m.ajefiy your queen.nere, think. 
If! had play'd the detk, or table-book; 
Or given my heart a working, mut and dumb; 
Or look'd upon this love with idle light; 
What might you think 8 r no. I went round to work. 
And my young mi~ref¥ thus I did befpeak; _ 

• 
111 pur poet's time th~ word 'Tblje was ufually added at the end of 

the fuperfcription of letters, but I' have never met with it both at the 
beginning- and end. M:ALONE. 

~ 0 mifl heft] So, in AtOlajllll, a comedy, J 5+0 I ·It - that fame .. o.} 
.1' redrc.trer or reformer, j. God." 5T E£VZN •• 

7 -mort a;""".-J is, ",o"o'U"'~ btjiJ<I. lollNfol'l: 
" 1/ I bad plaid lb. d,ft or tablt-boo~; 

.lh gi1J'1l mJ beart a wor~inf' ",,,Ir.nd dllld; 
Or loot~d "bo" tbillf1'V' 'WitI, iJI.jigbt; 
Wbat might JOII tbill11-] i. t. Ii either I had .:on .. eyed jntel~ 

lilenee between them, and beea the confident oT their amoulS [pl".J"J 
,b. dtfo Dr tabl. boDE]. or had conni"ed at it, only obfer,ed them in 
C~ret; without acquainting my.daughter with my difcovery{gi .. ,,, .. y 
hlaTt,a ",ut. and o"",b wor.tj~,]; or latHy,. h~d been negligent in ob
Cerving the)ntrijluc. and overlooked it, [Ioo,Uo /JlOn Ihi, IO'U. wilD ili/, 
Jigbt1 ; what would you have thoul:ht of ~e? W "aBuR TON. 

I doubt whether the firA: line ii rightly explained. It may mean. 
if I had JOtk'd up this feeret in my own breaA:, .. clofely II if i, 
werecon6ned in a deJkortablc-book. MALON •• 

0,. gi'UtfJ "'J beart a wor .. i.g mute and dumb;J The fa:ne plea, 
.afm is found in OUf authour's Rap' if Lu~rtct: -

Ie And in my hearinl be you.-.. "" IltulJMII.6." MALONE. 
The folio reada_ wiajijff. STI' £lOll. 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. 
LDri/ HIII1IUf is " pri,ul Ollt of t,? JPhert II; . 
rtbis m/ljl .ot h,: and then 1 pre(Crlpts gave her'. 
That fue fhoold lock herfelf from his refort. 
Admit no meKengers, receive DO tokens. 
Which done, fue took the fruits of my advice S • 

And he, repulfed, (a fuort tale to make,) 
Fell into a fadnefs; then into a fall ' ; 
Thence to a watch: thence into a weaknefs ; 
Thence to a lightnefs; and, by this declenfion; 
Into the madners wherein now he raves. . 
.And all we mourn for. 

Ki.ng. Do you think. 'tis this 1 
~mt. It may be, very likely. • 
Pol. Hath there been fncb a time, (I'd fain know that,,) 

That I have pofitive1y faid, 'i'is ft. 
When it prov'd otherWife 1 

Ki"g. 

II Lord H1l1ll1" ;'111';'''' Oil' of thy fphere ;] The quarto 1604, an 
tbe Jirjl folio, for Il'htr •• have JI.r. The c:orrttllon WI' made by the 
editor of the fecond folio. Mr. SteeveD. l'bfern., that'e III priQCtI 
~erealike out of ber (phere," and there(o~ point. thus. 

Lord Hamlet is a prince :-out of thy fpbere;" 
I fee DO need of departing from the ancient PUDl!tultiOD. The poet 

dearly meant thlt lord Hamlet i. a prince, ad, j,i",. tri.", it 0411: 
.r Ophdia', Cphere. M",J.01U. 

l _ prer.ripu '/I'fI' In.,] Thus the qllarto. The folio read_ 
I,mlll. The original copy in my opinion i. ri.ht. Poloniu. had.,
.tl'tll hil daughter to I,d Inrf'!f I'. H • .Jn', "'Iort, &c. See p. :119 • 

.. I would not, io plam term., (rom thb time fUlth~ 
II H~ve yOll fo llander any moment'.leifure 
.. AI to live worda or talk ",itb rhe lord Hamlet: 
.. Look to't, 1 tWI' you." M.\I.OIIII. 

'" ~;tb do.', .jbc toeA 10. /,ait, of .., .H~, :] Sbe took the 
/,.i" of advice when lhe obeyccl a,IYle, i the ad'9ice Wal \hcA III. 
"Mit/.I. jO.IIION. 

3 _ II j>ut I.I,ff _h, 
FIll i., •• fd.,f, ; tbn i.to 1114, II:c.1 The ridicule of thil chao 

natr i, here admlra'ly (ubiaed. lie w • .fd not ooly be thouaht ta 
b.,e diCconrcd thi. intripe by bil OWJI (apcity, but to h.ve remuk
cd aU the /lace' of H,am!et'. dj(ordrr, (rom bj. (adner. to hi' ravinr. 
at recuJarly AI bu pbyliciaa collid hne done; wbeo aU the whjle tbe 
lIIadDer. was only (eiped. The bamour of thi. i. nquiJjte from. 
lIlao wbo tella III, WiUl • ~gc;e tcCaliar to {mall pollticiaJII, that 
lie could Jiad.. 

a 1YII", 



ss+ H A M L B 
King. Not that I know. ., 
Pol. Take this from this, if this be otherwife: r 

'. [pointillg to his head and JhDultlet. 
If circumftances lead me, I will find 
Where truth is hid, though it were hid indeed 
Within the centre. 

King. How may we try it further? 
Pol. You know, fometimes he walks four hours toge. 

ther 4, 

Here in the lobby. 
Qgttn. So he does, indeed. 
Pol. At fuch a time l'llioofe my daughter to him~ 

:Be you and I behind an arras then j, 

Mark the encounter: if he love he.- not, 
And be not from his reafon fallen thereon, 
Let me be no affifl:ant for a frate, 
But keep a farm, and carters S• 

WJ,t,t 1,IItb 'WII' bU, thougb it 'Wt" biJ IflJUJ 
Witbin tbecentr., WAaBuIlToN. 

Kil1.~. 

4 _ f!Xlr bo." ttgetber.] Perhaps it would b better were we Co 
read indennilely.-for bours together. Tva WK~TT . 

I formerly was inclined to adopt Mr. Tyrrwhitt" propored emeDd~
tlon; but have now no doubt that tbe text is risht. The ellprcffion.foll" 
houn together, ~o boors togttb.,., ~c. appean to ha~ been commOn I 
So, in King L.II., AtH. 

" Ed",. Spake JOu with him ? 
" EdK' Ay, two bOIlYl togttbt •• " 

Again, in 'Ibt Winlfr" '1'111" 
- " -ay, and have been, any time the(efDII. houn." 
Again, in Webfter's Dllleb.!, of M./fy, I6~3 I 

I "She will' mu(e fOil' bOllrs togtlbu, and her (LIenee . 
" Methlnlts exprelTeth more tban if /be (pake." M.U.ONJ:. 

5 At fllcb II Ii,.. /' II10of •• J ""ll>t.,. It bi" : 
B • .1011 and I b.bind a" IIrrll' lb." ; 
MDrk tbt encowlIlu: if b./w. btr MDt, 

And b. not fro". bl. rltlf,. fallt" tb.,._. 
1..t, m ••• ". IIffJjl471t for II jlal" 

. But Attp a flJ''', lind clVtm., Theftheme of throwin, Ophelia 
tn Hamlet" way, in order to try his (a"it)'. a. _11 at tbe adclfcl, of 
the kiog in a former (cene to Ilofctoeranta ad GDildenftcm, 

.. _ I entreat you both-
!' That ),011 YOIl'hfafc ),Oll( rcll here iA our ,UWC 

.. Some 



PRINCE OF DENMARK; ass 
Ki"t- We will try it. 

E1lilr HA M LET, ,.,adi"g. 

!!(Jet'" But, look. where faclly the poor wretch comes 
reading. 

Pol. Away, I do befeech you, both away; 
I'll board him prefently :-0, give me leave.-

(E~lu"t King, <l.!:!een, alld Allllula"!I. 
. How 

" Some little time; (0 by your companiu 
.. To dr"w hi", on to "I.,,!_rll, and to ,.ther 
~. So much as from oct: hon you may glean, 
., Whether augh. to us unknt1Wn af\litl$ him thus, 
" That open'd lie, witbin our remtdy; - " . 

(aem to bave bun (ormed on the following IIlgbt hints in 'Fb. Hyjlo,l. 
tif H"mb/et, bl. Itt. lig. C. 3: «They counfeUed to try and know .i' 
poilible, how to difcover th~ intent arid me3nin& of the youn, prince i 
and they could lind no better nor more lit invention to intrap him. 
then to Cet rome faire and beautiful woman in a (ecret place, that 
with' flattering fpeeches and all the craftien: meanu n.e c:ould, Jhould 
purpofely reek to .Ilure hi. mind to haYe hi. pleafure of her.-To 
this end, elftai. court;,., wcre appointed to lead. Hamblet into a {oli
tary place, within tbe ... oods, where tbey brought the woman, in
citing him to take their pleafure. together. And Curely the poore 
prince at thi. a!fauLt had beene in great dang(r, if a gentlemln that 
in ~orvendiJ1c'. time had been nourilhed with him, had not filowoe 
him{elfe mor( afferuoned to the br·i ncing up he had received with 
Hamblet, than defirous to pleafe the tyrant.-This gentleman bile 
the courtier. company, making full account that the le.n: fun we of 
perf(ll fence aod wifdome that Harobl(t Jhould make, would be (uf. 
ntient to caufe him to loofe hi. life; and thncfore by certain lign •• 
he gnoe Ha.,blet intelligence in what danger be ..... lilt- to fall, if 
by any mean. he feemed to ubare, OL oneelike the wanton toye. ano! 
vicious provocation. of the gentlewoman fcnt tbither by bit uncle: 
which much abalhed tbe prince, as then wholly being in afftllion to 
the lady. But by het be ...... likewife infQ.l1llcd of the Itea{on, a. one 
that from her infancy loved and favoured .!lim.-The printe in thi. 
t.:.rt ha.ing deceiyed the cOlUtiera and the lady. exptllatiQn, that af_ 
firmed and {wore hee never once' olfered to ha •• his plu{~ re of the 
woman, although in (ubtlety h. affirmed the centrary, eyery mao 
thereupon afTured themfelv •• that withuut doubt he was dillrausht of 
his {eoceli-{o that at then FengoD'. pradifetook no .flell." • 

Hera we linel the rude outlineo of the cbaractctS of Ophelia, '1D~ 
Horatio,-th'lI_tl, •• " tb.r i. th. Ii •• ~f Horvendil1e (the fatber of 
B"",/.,) hili b .... ,ur/Ib.d ""itb bi.. nut in thi. piece there ale no 
traiu (If the ~arat\cl (If P~/o.iIIl. Thcr, i. lade cd a ,ollJ1{cllor, ano! 

be 



A M L· -E 
How does my good lord Hamlet?' 

1Ia,.. Well, god-'a-mcrcy. 
Pol. Do you know me, my lord? 
Ham. Excellent well; you are a fltbmongtr . 
Pol. Not r, my lord. 
H«I1l. Then I would you W're fo honeft a man. 
Pol. Honea, my lord 1 
Ham. Ay, fir; 1:11 be honeft. dtis world goes, is 0 

be one man pick'd out of reo thotrfand. 
Pol. That's very true, my lord. 
Ham. For if the fun breed maggots in a dead dog. 

being a god, killing carnon e ,-Have. you a daughter ( 
, Pol, 

he plae .. bimfelf in the queen'4 chambtr behind tbe arrn i-but thi. 
it the who I , MIlL Oll&. ' 

b For if the , .... brttd "'''llot; ;11 " iltad J. , 6Ii"I"I.J, t iff. g Cltr
ri.",!.-&c.] The old coplet read -a gHd kil Ing carrion,' The emen
dation was mad!' by Dr. Watburr ... n, who yer ' n my appreh nfioo dId 
.not ond.rltane the ITlge. I have therefore omit cd hi, laboured 
comment on it, in which he endenours to prove thit Shakfpeare in
tended it as a vindication of the way. of Providenct in permitting evil 
t() abound in the world. He does not indeed pretend that this pro'
foy"" meaning eao. be drawn ftom what Hall1l t f.Y'; but thi. is 
wblt he was thid""l if; for" this wonderful m~n (Shakfpeart) ~ad 
:In art Dot only of acquaintin, the allciienee WIth h~t his .aon (1111' 
\lut with what they t61 ... 1" • 

Hamlet'S oLfervation iI, I think, limpl" this. He hujuft rell\ark~d 
that hone/ly is very rare in tbe world. To this Pol(/;lius aITents. The 
prince tben add., tbat finee lhere ia.Jo little .irtue in tbe worl~) lince 
,ouupt;on abounds eve,y where, and maggots are t,e. by tit (Ult. 
eft" in a dead dog, PoloDiu. ought to take c.tre to preveot his 
dll\!hter from waJking in tbe {un, left /be /bould pro e " a b,~tJtr 
offUlner. ;" for though ,utepti,,, in general be a blelling, yet la Ophelia 
(whom Hamlet (uppofes to be .,frail u tbe ref!: of the world,) migbt 
chance to. r.n,,"'" it micht be a calamity. Tbe mauoH 6r • .,nwf in 
a de.d dog, (=em to han been mentiolled merely to iatrclduce the 
word ""'<pti •• ; Oft which word, n .r. Stenes. baa obfetvcd, Shak
lpeare has Flay'd in Kinl Lt4,: and probebly a limiJar ,!uJbjlle ,!,all 
inlCnded here. The word, howe vet, mey han been ..fed ~ in onli
airy (, nfe, for prtl"aary, withClut any ctollWe muniD,. 

The /light conneaion between thlt "It'! the precedinl pall"oIi'C. aad 
Hamlet's abrupt qQcltion, 6o'IJe , •• ~, were JmUliieftly hI· 
tended mueG ftronal)' to iDlptdi POlODhu lit, ali, MIW gf the prince'. 
8Iadllef.. • 

Pub.,. 



PRINCE 0, DENMARK. 
P,I. I have, my lord. 
BlUII. Let ..het Mt walle i' the fu~: conception i. 

hlelling'; brat as yourdauptw may tODceiye.-friend. 
look to't. 

Perhaps thi. paIT. ought nther to be rep/.ltd tIt .. , _co beill, 
I t.tI~#.ijfifJg rtlrri.". , i. e •• canlOil that tilft' tlte (lUI. The partici~I" 
iti_, naturally !'tIers to the laft &lIteeeaent, 4". Had Sbakfpa;orc 
in tended that it Ihould be rcfured to ,h, be would pniblltll hln 
written-" bl, bein,. ,od," IcC. We ha.-e maD, 'iIllUII cOlllpOaII4 
epithets in there playa. Thus in It. £Hr, Att n. Sc. i. Keot frew of 
" ur-li/li", .",iJaftots." Alain, moe appdiittlJ la the pl., ... UI, 

" New liihtcd 00 a b,,,,n-I.iffi"l hill." 
Aglin, ill 'ID. 'R"p,.f L",,,,.: 

" 1'hre.tnin& ,fo"d-l!z7i''',r IlioD with bno,." 
• However, the in(Unce qul;>ted from Cyrrth,l/", by Dr. Warburton, 
f< -<.",_n-liJ];'" 'II,."," (eem. in (nour of the .qul.riOD tb.t 
hi ben hitherto m~de; for here we find the poet conlidereil the (Ull .. 

k illing the carrion, IIDt the Q rrion aa kiJiing the (1\lI. So alfo i ... 
K. Hmr,lY. P. I. " Did>j\ thou never (u'Iil"" Air. a difh of butter? ,. 
T he follOWIng linel ilio 10 th~ hilrotica1 play ot Killl EJw~rd {II. 
1596, whic Shakfpeate had certainly fcen, are, it mull be a,cknowa 
lediled, a,hcrC. to tbe r",ulation which 1 hue {'liBelled I 

Ie The frtlll R !M ... ;", J • .J doth (_cft I~.t 
" The loathed ".,r~. th t it {q ... to ii/ .... 

In julHtc ' to Dr. J bnfon, I Ihould add, that Ih~ hi h clogium 
which he has pronounced on Dr. Warblutoll', emendation, was found_ 
ed Ol\t~ ,,"I11.11t which accom'Panied it I of whith however, I think, 
i juagmCllc mlill h..., eondcmnecl th. rU{oDing, thou," hia ,004-

m Ct jlnd,pietJ oIpl'rO'ed iu moral \endeney. MALON E. 
Tbi41 aA4b1e e~c1u;og, wjUch aI_ {eu tbe critick on a l.yet 

with tbe autbor •• }<>IINtON. _ 
7 _ (."'tJ>t~. is " 6'llinl; &c.l Thus Ihe qllatlo. The {oliQ 

~e da: "Conception is a bleJJiog, but not II youtcltuahter m.y con. 
a:i... Fri~hd, 10* to't." The word .0', 1 ha~. 0 <loubr, Will in.. 
trt d by the eciilor of the folio, in confc.u.tlcC of hit not ,uDderfbnd

iDg the paJl'aSC' A little I wer we find a JilDtla. interpolatioA iA lome of 
tile copies, probably frolll the flllle cau(c I "YOII cannOt, lir, take 
frolU me "y thiol thot 1 will /fIJI more wiUia,ly part withal, ,,"cpC 
myl.,«." MALoNe_ 

The meanint f. III' to be, '_'pfi ... (i. c. underftandltli) iJ a 
bl.mll,; but U Jour "acheA' may tontl._ (i. e. bepre,nant), /rlml 
I .. ! 10'" i, e. ·h ... a eMe of that. Tbe Came quiltbl O~~lIn lJl Ibc 
6rft (eeoc of K. ~, 

" 1U1f', I~t_i«]"", m. 
" OJ,. Sir, ~10111t1 i~·. IIIPth"UliIJ." 

OL.1X. 



70S A M L E , 
Pol. How ray you by thatl [4"'.J ftill harprn~ 011 

my daughter :-yet he knew me not at brft; he {ald, I 
was a nilimonger: He is 'far gone, far ~one: and, 
truly, in my youth I futrer'd much extremity for love; 
very near this. I'll fpeak. to him again.-What do yo 

. read, my lord 1 
Halll. Words, words, words! 
Poi. What is the matter, mylord? 
Ham. Between who? 
Pol. I mean, the matter that you read, my lord. 
Ham. Slanders, fir: for e fatirical rogue fays here~ 

that old men have grey beards ; that their faces are 
wrinkled; their eyes purging thick amber, and plum
tree gum, and that they have a plentiful lack of wit, 
together wi h moR: weak hams: All which, fir, though 
I moft powerfully and potently believ.e, yet I hold it not 
honefty to have 1 thus fet down; for yourfclf, fir, {hall 

a Sla'lIltrl,jr i for th, /atirjcal rtl"" /." «r" hat tlJ .,", ",.] 
J th !IItiricll' rDp' he muns JUTenal in hi, tenth Catire l 

Da !patj~", ..,it.e, 11111110' J. '].pillr .IIM" 
Hoc r,80 ~~/I~, !o/.", boc 'r. pallid~, op,ah 

td '1"iJ". c""ti.~is.t f8llllti, JOIII" ;,,,,e •• 
PI,I/" "."li,1 deformem, et tetrufII &lite olllllia YUltam 

. Diffimilemque fui, t:!/c. 
Nothin, could be finer ima,inecl (or Hamlet, in hi 'unmll 
ban the briD,ing him in readina a ole(cription of the nib of lon, IIf .. 

WAIIJlVIITON. 
Had Sha.kfpeare read ,]_",.1 in the oricinal, be b.d met with 

" D, tlII/PI/' Brit.".o, E;tcitlll A"",irll{",."-and -" Vnrem. PoJ'M"", ducis'" We /bould not then have had continuaUy in C,.,r"fi." 
~r~j';;IM' and Ptjlbu.",. Should it be Caid that the ,u/llity in the 
[orm" word mi,ht be fo'iOttcn, it it clear from the millake in e 
latt.r, that Shakfpeare could not poffibly have read anyone of the 
loman poets. . 

There WII a trannation of the loth Cad~ of 'lll'f/tllll/ by S:r JOhD 
:Beaumont, the elder brother of the famous Franc .. : but 1 cannot tell 
whether it'wu printed in ShakJpeare', time. In that age of ~uot -
tion, every claffie might be picked up br ti",.. .. III. 

1 forgo to mentlon in 'r. prope place, that another deCcripticn of 
Old Ag. in AI YOII Iii, it, hal been call~d a p,rClody on a paITap lD & 

French poem of Garnier. ]t it tritling 19 I Y any thing about tili ~ 
after the obfervation I made i1\ Ma,btlh, but" one may.remark once 
for all, that Shakfpeare wrote for the pupl'; and could not bue been 
(0 abfurd IS to brio, forward any a1luJion, whichha4AOC kcDfalDilia
ticed by Come accjdCllt.ofllthcr. PAJ.NI~ 

&1'OfI 
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row as old as I am if. like a crab. YOIl could go b ck. 
atd. 
bl. Though this be madnefs. yet there's method in't. 

Will yoa walk out of the air. my lord t 
HIlIII. Into my grave 1 

[Afii,. 

Pol. Indeed, that is out 0' the air.-How pregnant 9 

fometimes his replies are I a happinefs that otcen mad. 
Defs bits 011, which reafon and fanity could not fo prof
peroufly be deliver'd of. will leave him, and fud. 
cenly contrive' the means of meeting between him and 
my daugbter.- lonourable lord. I will moll: humbly 
take my leave of you. 

Ham. You cannot. fir, take from me any ing that I 
will mQre willingly part withal; except my life, except 
my life, except my life. 

Pol. Fare you well, my lord. 
Ham. Thefe tedious old fools f 
Entlr ROSINCIlANTZ~, Qlla GUlI.DENSTEIl • 

Pol. You go to feek the lord Hamlet; there be is. 
Ro.f. God fave you, fir 1 T to Pol. E",;t Pol. 
GMil. My hOllour'd lord 1-
Ro.f. My moft dear lord !-
Ram. My excellent good friends J How doft thou. 

Guildenftetn 1 Ab, Rofencrantz . GOod lads. how do yo 
both? 

Ro.f. As the indifferent children of the earth. 
Cuil. Happy, in that we are not over-h~ppy ; 

On fortune's cap we are not the very button. 
Hlfln. Nor the foals of her {boe 1 
Ro.f. either, my lord. 
Ham. Then you live about her waift. or in the middle 

of her favours 1 
Cuil. 'Faith, her privates we. 

p H~lI pregnant, &te.] P"I-II.t i. rudy, erterou., apt. STEllY. 
• -uJ fuJJ .. ", &c;) This, and the ,reateJt p rt of the two £01-

lowinll linel,' arc omitted in the '1U rto.. STJ: ... 11' .... 
~ R.r"u"",t:c,] There was an amb.m dor 0 that name in Enlllcll 

abo)lt tlac dille when tbi'l'laywa. written. 'I'll VlIU, 

S a if."', 



HAM LET. 
Ham. In the (ecr~t parts of fortune 1 O. molt tru~: 

file is a ftrllmpet. What news? 
Ro.f. None, my lord; but that the world'. grown honell. 
Ham. Then 15 dooms-day near: But your news is not 

true: Let me 3 queftion mor~),n particular: What nave 
you, my good friends, deferved at t~ hands of fortune, 
that /he fends you to.prifon. hither 1 . 

Guil. :Prifon, my lord! 
'Ham. Denmark's a prifon. 
Rof. Then is .the world one. 
Ham. A goodly one; in which there are many can. 

fines, wards, and dungeons; Denn#k being one of the 
worft. 

Rof. We think not fa, my lord. 
Ham. Why, then 'tis nope to you; fot there is no· 

thing either 'good'or bad, but thinking makes it fo: to 
me it is a pn[on. 

Rof. Why. then your ambition makes it one; 'tis too 
narrow for your m~nd. 

Ham. O' God t I could be bou.nded in a nutlhell, and 
count myfetf a king of infinite fpace; were it not that I 

ave had ds-eams. ' 
Gui/. Which dreams, indeed, are ambition; for the 

very fubftance of the ambitious is merely t.lte !hadow of 
a dream 4. • 

Ham. A dream itfe1£ is but a Ih dow, 
Rof. Truly, and r hold ambition of fa airy and light 

'luality, that it is but a /hadow's /hadow • 
. Ham. Then al'e our beggars, bodies'; and Olll' mo .. 

1 Let m" &cc.] From here to the word IIt""tl"J in p. ~6r, 1. 7, (ae 
Mr. Ste yens hu obferved,) is wanting in the quarto. MAl,ONI:. 

4 - (h. }hado"" of .. drtlz",.l · Shakfpeare has accidentally inverte4 
an erprellion Of Pindar, th.~ tile d-atc of .hwnanil7 is nll<; ;;"t. the 
.frlilm of a/had,,,,, . JOI""'OI( . 

SO Davie.: 
" Man'8life is but a dreame, nay, let. than (a, 
U A foadow of .. dr~a".e." FAkNEII. 

So, in the trag.dy or Va,j"., 1 603, by Lorcl Sterline: 
" WhOle beft wu bunhe'j1ndo'W of a dr ... ".... S1'I:Jtv'UI'f. 

5 'l'b", are 0.' "'ggart, [jodi .. ;-] Shakfpearr teems here fa de6g. 
a ridicule of thofe detlamatlont aglinft we Ith and cr. tne!s, that (cem 

~ake happinefHoll6!1: in POVtlt)'~ ]OllliiON. 
narchs, 
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~archs, anll out-ftretch'd neroes, the beggan> fuadows: 
Shall we to the court i for, by my fay. I cannot reafon.. 

R(IJ. Guil. We'll wait upon you. 
Ham. No fuch matter: I will not fort you with the 

reft of my ferva,11ti; for, to fpe'~k. to , you like an hpneft 
man, I am moft ill'eadfuny attended. Bat, in the beaten 
way of friendlhip, what make you at Elfinore 1 

R()j. To vifit you, 'my lord; no other ol;cafion. 
Halll, ' Beggar that 1 am, I am even poor in tli:tnks; 

but hhank you: and fure, dear friends, my thank are too 
dear, a half-penny • Were you not fent for 1 Is it your 
own inclining 1 Is it a free vif~tiltion? C ,me, come. 
deal julUy with me! come. come'; nay, fpeak. 

Guil. What fhould we (ay, my lor~ 1 
Ham. Any thing-bot to the purpofe. ;You were fent 

for; and there is a kind of co feffion in your looks, 
which your modefties have not craft enough to colour: I 
k now, the good king and queen have lent for ou. 

Ro}: To what end .. my lord? 
Ham. That you muft teach me. But let me .conJure 

fOu,. by the rights of our felJo\Vlhip, by tbe confonano.y 
of our youth, by the .obligation of our ever-pre(erved 
love, and by' what more dear a ' better propoCer could 
charge you withal, be even and direa: widi me, whe
ther you were fent for, or no? 

Rif. What fay you? [to GuH. 
Ham, Nay, then I have an eye of you &;-if you love 

me, hold not off. 
Guil. My lord, we were rent for. 
Halll. I will tell you why; [0 JhaJl my anticipation 

prevent your difceveJ'Y, and your feerecy to the king and 
quee~ moult no feather. I have of late 7, (but. whe e 

fore 

" 
.. _ tdg d.llr, I' ball-f •• "y.] i.~. a half-penny too deu I ' they arc 

worth nothing. Tile modern editor. rud-at a half-penny. 
MAI-ONt. 

f) Nay. ,but bll"" all ey. 'f YOII;-] An lyt if you mean., I have 
lI.glimpfe of your meaning. STI:U:UU. 

1 1 ba'flt of latt, &c.] Thi. is an lIdmirable ddcription of. rooted 
mc!aJI(;h.,ly {prun& from tli.icknd". of blood i and artfully 4lJU"DC . ro 

S 3 II 



HAM LET. 
fore, I know not,) loft aU my mirth, forgone all 
cuftom of exercifes; and, indeed, it goes fo heavily 
with my difpofition, that this goodly frame, the ~th. 
{eems to me a fteril promontory; tllis molt excellent 
canopy, the air, look you, this brave o'er-hanging fi.r~ 
mament', this majeftical roof fretted with golden fire 9. 

why, it appears no other thing to me, than a foul and 
pefiilent congregation of vapours, What a piece of 
work is a man! How noble in reafon! how infinite in fa. 
culties! in form, and moving, howexprefs and admi. 
nble! in atl:ion, how like an angel! in apprehenfion. 
how like a god I the beauty of the world! the paragon 
of animals! And yet, to me, what is this quinteffence 
of dufi 1 man delights not me,-nOF woman neither; 
though, by your fmiling, you feeIll to fay fo. 

RO;: My lord, there was no fnch fiuJf in my thoughts. 
Ham. Why did you laugh then, when I faid, Man de

lighu not me? 
RO;: To think, my lord, if you delight not in man. 

what lenten entertalnment I the players JhaU receive 
from you,; we coted them on the way \; and hither are 
they coining, to oJfer Y,ou f~rvic~. 

Ham. 

hide the true caufe of his diforder from the penetration of thefe two 
friends, who were ret over him as (pies. WAR B U a 1'O!< , 

8 _ this bra'V, .'er-bawging lirmament,] Thus the q.12rto. The 
folio read.,-this brave o!~r-b anging , this, &c, S'Ilt.VIUII . 

9 - fbi. 11Ioft .xull,nl tlln.p}, tbe air,- thi$ "'ajlllcaJ ,ooJ Jrelll~ 
'Wilh golden lir.,] So, ill our a.thour', :0 1ft f~nn.t I 

" Aa t},o(" gold ,andltl, lix'd in huven's lIir," 
.Agai", in the Mer/bani .r Ytnltll 

i' - Look, how the Boor of btaf"' • 
.. 10 thick inlaid with patins of blight (.liI I" M ,ALON Z. 

J -lent .. entertainmen t-] i, e, (paring, like the entertainments 
given in Ltnl, So, in the Ddt', M'.flrtfl, by Shirley, J638: 

, ., ~ to maintain you with bilket, 
.. Poor John, and haifa liver" tOfCaimoral virtu~ 
" And ltnthl leaures." ST ll'S v It!U, 

.. Wt coted tb,,,, on tb. ""., ;-1 To .. ,. i, t. _erial.. 1_1t 
,,!ith this wo,'d in Tbl Bnurnjr •• Parn~.ff"J, a tomedy, 16061 

" - marry we pr.(entl)' "ltd .nd out.ftript them." 
.Again, in Warn"r' • .dlbi.". Entlan', 160:&, book 6, ChiP, 30, 

" Gods alld goddclfes fOJ"'wantollllefs out.:oted." 
• .A~alnl 

" 
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Balli. He that plays the king. fhall be welcome' his 

1Il1ljefty {hall have tribute of me; the adventurous k;ight 
'ihaH life his foil~ and target: the lover !hall not figh 
gratis; the humprQus man !hall lend his part in peace: 
the clown !hall make thofe laugh. whofe longs areticlded 
0' the {ere'; and the lady !hall Jay her mind freely 3. or 

Again, in Drant'. tranOation of Horace's radres; J 567: 
" For he that thinka to t~at all men, and aU toovergoc." 

Chapman has more than once ufed tbe word in hi. verlion of the 13d 
Iliad. 

In the laws of courfing, fays Mr. Toilet, or. tol, is wben a erey
hound goes endways by the Ilde 0( his fellow, and lIiYtI the hare a 
turn." This quotation (eems to point out tbe etymology of tbe 'feria 
to be from tbe French rOll, the fide. STltJ:YC'N s. 

"-Ib' eI_"p.1I ",d, ,bof,lao,b b.j./nl' ar, J;tAlulo' tbdere;] 
• • e. thofe who are aGhmatical, and to wh"m laugbter i. molt UJ1ea(y. 
This i3 the tafe (as 1 am told) with thofe whore lungs uc: tickled bJ 
the fir' (lr r"*-I hut abollt thil paeralle I am neithtl' Yery conJideut. 
ao. v.ery foUcitous. ' 

The word f,." occurl as unlntellillbly in art an~'ientJ)I/l/ollI' ",. """" •• t., CO", •• Stem"'y •• iJ ',/AI-b, t,.UI'''l' lit, ."jld"l", ./ 
tarl."." b1. I. no d,ate; 

" And wyU by de wbyfperyn,e in Ihe care, 
t( Thynke ye ber tayle is not IYSltt if Ib, /,a,,,," 

The/ir, i.Jjkew'f~ a part abput a, hawk. Srru:vtN". 
Thefe words are not in the 90 .. to. 1 am by no means fatl.6cd wltla 

the explanation given, tholllh I hav~ nothinl fatisfaltory to propo(e. 
I believe Hamlet only means, that the clown /haU mllke thoCe lauSh 
who have a difpo6tion to laugb; who are pl •• fed with th.,ir entertain_ 
ment. That no althl1l.atick diCeaf. wu in contemplation, may be in ... 
ferred from both the words ufed, tld/.II aDd /u"l" each of wh1i!h 
leenu to ~ve II rtlotion to laughter, and tbe latter to han been con
lidered by Shakfpeare, •• (if l may (0 eltpref~ myrdf,) iCJ :aatwal feat. 
,so, in Corio/"""I: 

.Ie -with a kind of f-i/l, ' 
" Which ne'er cam.Crom the.l."t'_~" 

Asaill, in A, yo. Lilt it I 
-W.ben 1 did hear 
" The motley fool 'thUI moral on tbe time, 
" My'''''" becan to crow like chanticleer." 

()t ,b, f'''', or of th, J.rI, meaol. 1 think, bV the fere; but the word 
1m I am UJlable to explain, and {ufpca it to be corrupt. Pethaps we 
Ahould read-the clowa /haU malc.e thofe laueh, whClfe lunll .reticlded. 
0 ' tbe jtt •• , i. eo ., tbe (oene. II. fimilar corruption hu happened In 
aootberpllCC, where we fjndf(.,.forf~'.'. Sec Vol. J,y. 19', n.3-

MALOIU. 

3 _ tbt 11:41 Jl,,1I1 j., b., .;ill, &c.] <IN W, Jbllll ill'll' " ..... 

,lraliN., MIIIIJ. f" tbt I_tj. if Ih. ""rj,. JOKllfIOlh 

S .. tho 



HAM L E 't', 
the blank verfe £ball halt for't.-What players are 
'they? 

Rif. Even thofe you were wont to take euch delight 
in, the tragedians of the city. 

Ham. How chances it, they travel'? their refidence, 
both in reputation and profit, was better both ways. 

RaJ. I think, their inhibition 5 comes by the means of 
~he late innovation. 

Ham. 

'H.w cban'" it, tbey true! 1] To tra"'tl, in Shakfpeare'. time was 
the technical word, for which we have {ubllituted to flfOlI. So, in the 
Office-book of Sir Henry Herbert, MaA:erof the Revell to king Charlet 
the Firft, a manufcript of wbich aD account i, given in Vol. I. Part 
the retond: "t6u. Feb. 2.7, for a certificate for the Palfgravc's {er_ 
vant. to t,a",tI into tbe country for fix week, lOS." Again, in Ben 
Jonfon" P,"ajler, 1601, " If he pen for tbee once, thou /halt not 
:need to tra",.Il, witb thy pump' full of gravell, any more, after a 
blindc jade and a hamper. and lhlk upon boord. and barrel-heads to 
an old crackt trumpet." Thefe words arc addrelTed to a player. MALONE. 

S I tbid, tbeir ;ntihiei.r., &c.] 1 fancy this is tranfpofed: H.mlet~n
C)uire. not about an iRbibition, but an inn.<r1/1ti.n; he anfwer therefore 
probably was, I tbink, tb,ir innovation, tbat i., tbeir new prallice of 
fuolling, romtt hJ mt"./ i tb, I"e, inhibition. JOIINION. 

The drift of Hamlet s queA:ion appear. to be this.-How cblllce~ 
it they travel ?~i. e. HIJW boppen> it tb.y /lr. btCom. jI"ll", ' _Their 
refidence, both in reputation and profit, was better Doth, ways.-i. e. 
t. 6""" "",/lin,d in a /.t/I.d tbUII,., wa. tb • .,ore bon".,ahl, at 'fJ).1/41 

tb. "..,e/llcrtDiv,jitu.tion. To tbit, Rofencralltz reflies-Their in
ji6itwfI comes by meant of tbe Illte .nnD'fJ"ti'Ir,-~. e. th,;r permiJIi." 
t. "iI arryl.ngtr., "n cft,.6lijIHJ bOIl!_ ;, tdtn /I'Way. i. tDnfivulnre if 
lb. NBW CUSTOM .f introd,lting per/Mal .bu/, into tb", t.",uli ... 
Se,eral companies o( allors in tbe time of our author were Iilenced 
on account of this licentious praClice. See a c!ialogue betweell 
C.m,dy and Ell"'} at the ~oncluiion of Mllled.,.JI 1598. as well II 
the Preludium to AriJIil'PIlI, .r tb, Y...,i,,1 Pbi/iJf.pb", 1630, from 
whence the following palrage is taken: "Sbew. having been long in
termitted and forbidden by authority, for tbtir ..bu/", could not hI! 
raifed but by conjuring." bt'UJ entera, whipped by two furies, anI! 
file prologue fayt to her: 

. "-with tears wa/h off that Kuilty lin, 
.. Purge out thore iII.d'seGed dregs of wit, 
" That ufe their ink to blot a fpotlefs name: 
" Let', have no ontl t."rtkul", m/ln traduc'd,
" -- fpare thel'trfon.," &c. 

Alteration tberefore in the order of the wQrd feeDis to be 'luite nil
e~elTII • STl:ltVBN$, • 
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Ham. Do they hold the fame eftimation they did wheQ 

I was in the city? Are they fo follow'd l' 
Rof. No, indeed, they are not. 
Ham. How comes it 1\ 1 Do t ey grow rally? 
RoJ. Nay, their endeavour keeps in the wonted pace ~ 

But there is, fir, an aiery of children', little eyafes, that 
cry 

There willlliU, however, remain' fome ditlicul~)'. The fiaIP/e3!} 
Eliz. ch. 4. which feems to b. alluded to by the words-Ib,i,; i.bihi. 
ti •• , was not made to inhibit the playen frelm .aing .ny longer at a4 
tjlablijbed Ibe.lre, bllt to prohibit them from jlro/li/ll' "All fentera 
(faya the aa) bearwards, CWlrnOll /,I"J"$ or tnJlrlllQI$, anclmioftreb. 
""a.dtring abroad, (otlltr than players of enterludea, belong;lI& tl) 
any baron of this realm or any other Qonounble perConage of greater' 
degree, to be authorized to pia' under the hand and (eal of arm. of 
{uch baron or perfonage,)1ball be taken, adjudced and deemed, rocue •• 
"ag'abonda, and !turdy beccus, aDd flull (tlltain fuch pain and pllnilb. 
ments as by thb aa il iD that behalf appointed." 

This ftatute, if alluded to, is repugnal)t to Dr. Johllfon" tran(po_ 
fition of the text, and to .Mr, Steevens'. explanutlon of it II it now 
fiaM&. Yet Mr. Steevens', explanation may be right I Shakfpraro 
might not have thoucht of the aet of Elizabeth. ge could not how. 
eYer, mean to charge his friends the old ,r.gtt"'"., with the .,,,, 
flljl .... of introducing perfonalabu(e I but mutt uther have munr, that 
the old tragedians were inhibited from performing iJ) the city, Inci 
obliged to travel, on account of the ml(conduet of the younger COIll. 

pa"y, See n. 7. MALONI:, 

o HDW 'D"''' il , &e,] • From hue to H,rtul" tlt/d hi. I,,,d t.o, in
(Iulively, i, only found in the folio. MALONI:. 

7 _ an aitr:! of ,bl/dr,", &e.] Relating to the play hour .. then con. 
tending, tb. IJap/tjiJl, the Fortun" &c. played by tbe children of hi, 
majeJly', ch.~J, Pon. 

It relates to tbe younC linging men of St. Paul'" concernln, whore 
l'etformancel and ruc~d, in Ittraaing ct,e bcll company, I lind the 
followinc paJT'ae in ]ad D,,, .. ', Eflttrlll;."''''t, or PIlf1~iI aJ 
~tblTiflt, 1601: 

r< J raw the thildrtfl of P.wl .. laft "ight I 
" And troth they pleos'cl me pr~tty, pretry «ell, 
.. The apes, in time, will do it h.ndfomely. 
-" I like the audience that frequenteth there 
.. With .. ",h applaMftl a man /hall not be choak' • 
.. With tbe ftenth of carlick, nor be palled 
U To the barmy jacket of a be~r.brewer i 
-" 'Tis a aodd I,.tl, (I"rii,.", &c." 

It h fa.id iD Richard FleUc.noe" Sbort Difcourfl of tbl E.glifll 
Stagt, 1664, that " both the children of the chappel and St. Paul'" 
:,aed pIa yea, the one in WhiteoFrie .. , the other behinde the COD_ 

onuQII-ho\l!c ill f~" j till people crowiJII 111111'0 pml!c, and p.a,. 
lIlort • 
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cry out on t e top of quefiion &, and are molt tyranni. 
cally elapp'd for't; thefe are now the falbion; and fo 

bera~tle 

more li,entioDI, the tbeatre of Paul'. wu quite fuppreft, and that of 
the cbildr~n of t he chappel converted tolbe ufe of the children of the 
Teyels." STEEVUU. • 

The (uppreffion to which Fleckno alludes took place in the year 
1: 583-4; but afterwards both the children of the chapel and of the 
'ltevell played at our authour'. playhoufe in .Blackfriat$, and elfewhere; 
~nd the choir-iloya of St, Paul'. at their own houfe. Sec lb. Ac.ou.t 
_Iou' oM,blalrll in Vbl, I. Part n, A certain number of the chil~ 
dren of the Revels, 1 believe, belonged Eo each of the principal theatre •• 

Our authour cannot be (uppofed to direa any (atire at thofe youne 
men who played occafionaJly at his own theatre. BeD Jonfon'. Cyn. 
tbia', Rt",.It, and hia PDtlafter, were per{ol'Dlcd there by tbe children 
of ~een Elizabeth'. dupel, in 160v and 1601; and Eafl'fJJa,J Ho. 
by the children of the revela, in )604 or IboS' I have no doubt 
therefore th.t the dialogue before us was poInted at the choir-boys of 
St. Paul'., who in 1601 achd two of Marfton'. play., Antonio antJ 
Mtllida, and Anloni,', R • ., •• ,t. Many of Lily'. plays were repre
lented by them about the fam time; and in 160, Chapman'. Bufli 
..A",br;' was performed b) them with great applau(e. It Wa. probably 
in thi. and (ome other n(;ify tragedies of the (ame kind, that they "J'tJ 
HI on Ih, top .f ,,ttj1i'1f, a1fd 'W'" "'oft 'Jran"ic"lfJ elapfJ'd fo,',. 

At a later period indeed, after our poet'. death, the Chi/d,.n of tht • 
RKltl, had an eftablilhed theatre of tbeir own, and (orne difpute reem. , ~ 
to have arifen between them and the king'. company. They per. 
formed regularly in 16~3) and for eight yean afterward., at the Re" 
llull in St, Tohn'. Streeq and in 16:1.7, Shakfpeare'. cemp.ny ob. 
tained an inhibition from the Maaer of the Revel. to p,t.cnt their 
performing any of his piaYI at their hou(e: as appear from the £ol~ 
lowiD~ entry in Sir H~ry Herbert's Office. book, already mentioned: 
.. From Mr, Heminge, in their company's name, to forbid the playin@e 
of any of Shakfpeare'. playe. to the Red.Bull compaoy, this J 1 th of 
Aprill. Jb7, - 5 0 0." l"rom other patrage. in the (arne b,.,k, ir 
app"" tbat the Children of the Reyeltcompofed the Red-Bull company_ 

We learn from Heywood', .LIp./ogy fo, Aao", that the little 'Jaf" 
here mentioned were ~e per(onl wbo were guilty of the lat. in.",a
tion, or' proaice of introducing per(onal abufe on the ftage, and per_ 
haps for their particular fault the playert in tenera) (ulfered i and the 
aIde: and more decent comedians, IS well IS the children, had all 

(o~ recenl occaGun beeA i"hi/.i"t/ from alling in London, aDd COD!~ 
peU~d to turn ftrollcrt, This (upp06t1011 will make the words, con~ 
cemi .. which a difficulty hu been Itated, (fee n, 6,) perfealy clear. 
Heywood'. Ap"'o" fo, Aa." wu pubii/hed in 161.; tne patrage thqe. 
fore which is found in the folio, and not io the , .. arto, WI, probabl), 
added not n.., lon, before that time. 

" Now to {peake (fay. Heywood.) of (oma ah.re (1It1crept tnt. 
ahe CJlMlltl. a, •• i.",;,bi'l lJf.ainft INftat" ,b, ".,.t" ,-, tb. 

:It ,illJ, 
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lJerattle the: comm.on ftages, (fo they call them) that 
many. wearmg rapIers, are afraid of goofe quills, and 
dare fcarce come thither. 

Ham. What, are they children? 
them? how are they ereoted II? Will 
quality no longer than they can ling • 1 

Who maintainS' 
they pur ue the 
ill they no f9:Y 

terwards, 

';111. and their g~er~"'t1I/1, 'With the partic.'ari1t'.ing of p,i'tlal. m'lII 
h •• ov,s, yet ,,[j'llt, .obl .... ,. ."tI othtr" J know it dill. Il:u m "y; 
neither "0 1 any way appro,e it, nor due I by any melllS Utu e it. 
The liberty which fome arrogale to themCeh:u J committing their bit
terneCs and I;beral inveaives a ainll. all enates t. th.MOlltb .. of tbU
d,.", fuppoling their juniority to be • priviledce ~ r oy r">1inl1, be it 
oe er fo violent, 1 could adviCe II ruch to curbe, and limit tlUs pre
fumed liberty within the bands of di~ retien and governm nt. But 
wife tnd judicial tenfurers before whom fuch (ompl.lnu /hAil at ny 
time hereaftu come, will not, I hop., impute theft .buCes to any tunf
erelfion ill U', whohave ever been carefuUand provident to /hun the Ii e." 

Prynlle in his Hi),ia",a}i>t, fpeaklng of the Ilate of the II tt, bout 
the year 1620, has this panage: .. Not to parti luife tho lat. ne'" 
fcandalou$ illveaive playes, wherein fundry pedons of plate and tllli
nence [Gundemore, the late lord admiral, lord trcafurer, .. ,d othert,] 
b.~ been particularly perfonated, jeared, abufed in a ,to. and f< uni_ 
lous manner,h .&c. . 

The folio, 1623, has-p.rallid. The (orreaion Waf made by the 
"tor of the fecoOd folio . M". I.ON •• 

I - /ilil. cyafel,lbal try out 0" tb. lOp or 9ul1ion,] Littl .,.JiI J 
1. e. young neltlingl, creatures jull out or tlie cu. 1 II IbB" I. D. 

From 'J, Teut. ovum, q. d. qui recena ex ovo emerlh. kinner! 
Etymo/. An Qi.,y or !Jeri., a. it ought rather to be written, is derived 
from the rime IIlOt , and lignilica both a youDg brood 01 hawks, alld 
the nell hIdf in which they arc produced. 

An ~QS hawk is fomedmes written • IIJIl' hawle, perhapi 
from a corruption tbat has happened in mlny words in lJur I.n~ua,e. 
from the letter n palli!)g fr~m the end of one word to the basinning uf 
nother. However, fome etymologillt think n,Jal a 1.,lllmlte word, 

MAI.ONt. 
The meaning f.ems to be, they ,Ik a common <lueillon in the 

hi heft: notes of the voice. JOH" tOM. 
1 beUeve Ij"l1ian, in tbis place, II in mony others, ligni/ies con"JI'

/a,i •• , di.log.t. So, ill 'Th. Mucb".t of rlftiet: "- thInk, ),011 
jlltjlilla with the Jew." The munio, of the pam~e may therefore be
Cbild,." Ib", pt".luall, milt i. thl higb!fl utlS of ..,aiet tba, ,an , 
JJtttr,d. l:iTJ:KVU'S. 

$I - qcatttl1] PI id, (rolll tbe Frent:}lt!coI, a /bot orreckonin,. J,c»I"'o 
l 1fI",II tb" PIl,JU the '1uaHty ". longtT thlZ" thIJ ttJfl fl.g 1') Will 

the), follow the l'oftJlilt' of pla)CI': JlO IOllier thaD they keep tbC f.IIicca 
.r 
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afterwards if they Ihou1d gww themfelves to common 
players, (a.s it is moil like", if their means are no bet_ 
ter,) their writers do them wrong, to make them exclaim 
againfl: their own fucceffion 1 1 

Ro.f. 'Faith, there' has been much to do on bot~ fides, 
and the nation holds it no fin, to tarre them on to con
troverfy4: there was, for a while, no money bid for ar
gument, unlefs the poet and the player went to cuffs ill 
the queftion. 

Ham. Is it pomble? 
Guii. 0, there has been much throwing about of bra ins. 
Ham. Do thl; boys .carry it away 1 
~oj.Ay, that they do, mylord; Herculesandhis load toOS. 
Ham. It is not very ftrange: far my uncIe 6 is king of 

Denmark; 
.f boys? . So afterWard he. (ay. to the player, C,,,,,, gi.,. -IJI a tajl. '" 
-,.Mr quality; eo",', ala!li.natejpltcb. JOHNSON. 

SO, in the playen' IJttliclltion, prel1xe~ to the fjrft edition of 
Fletcher', play. jn [.,lio, 1647; "--d~reaed by the example of 
fome wbo once fteered in ou, qUlllity, and (0 fortunately .(pired to 
chufe your honour, joined with your now glorified bromer, patrons 
to the flowing compofftions of the tben expired (weet (\IIan of Avon, 
Shakfpeare," Again, in Ooffoo's Sc6,,1 '" ./Iblllt, 1519: "J fpeak 
lIot of this, al though every one (of the players J th.it profefieth I~ 
t""lili., fo abufed bimfelf,-." 

"Than they canjng", does not merely mean, u thin they keep tbe 
,"olcta of boys," but is to be underflood literally. He i. (peaking o( 
the (;hoir-boysof St. Paul' •• MALONE. 

,. _ ",.jlli .. ,- Tlie old copy read',-like ",oft. ST~.U s. 
The correelion was mlde by Mr. Pope. MALONE. 
3 -Ib.i, writers do tb,,,, wro-I, &c.) I Jhould bave been very 

much furprized if I had "~I (pund Ben Jonfon among the wri~er' bere 
alluded to, STE.V£NS • 

• -to tarre tb.", .n " CO/llro'U"fj:) To provoke any animal to 
lage, i. I. tar .. bi",. The word is faid to come from the Ore It 
".eJ.,.--.,. JOHN ON. 

S _ Hercules and bilload 10'.] i, •• tbey oot only carry away tbe 
wnrld, but the world . bearer too: aUuding to the !lory of Hereules's 
relieving Atlas. This i, humorous. WAILBUJ.TO • 

The aUufion may be to tbe Glolu playhoufe 00 the 13ank6de, tho 
Cag~ of which .... as Hercul'l carryillg ,b, GI.b.. ST££VENS. 

1 (uPI'0(e Sh.kfpeare meant, that the boy. drew greater audiencea 
thao tbe elder playe" of the Giobe theure. M.H.o E. 

~ It i. "ot "'''y jlrang.: for "'J nelt-] I,J" not wonder tbat the 
aew players haYt fCJ fllcldenly rifeD to £ek'uutioD; my uDcle fuppliq 

. anoth. 
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Denmark; and thore, that would make mouths at him 
while my father lived, give twenty, forty, 11fty, an huo. 
dred ducats a.piece, for his piCliure in little 7. 'Sblood 
there is fomethlllg in this more than natural, if philo. 
fophy could find it out. [Flou,ifo if Irllm;III 'Wi/~i •• 

Gllil. There are the players. 
Ram. Gentlemen. you are welcome to Elfinore. Your 

hands. Come then: the appurten3nc~ of welcome is 
falhioo and ceremony: let me comply I \ ' ith you in this 
garb; lell my extent to the players, which, I tell yob. 
muIl: /hew fairly outward, fuoold more appear like en
tertainment than yours. You are welcome: but my 
uncle.father, and aunt-muther, are deceived. 

Glli/. In what, my dear lord 1 
Ham. I am but mad north. north weft: when the wind is 

foutherly 9, 1 know a .hawk from a hand.fllw·. 

AMther eumple of the fatility witb which honour it conferred upon 
Dew claimanu. lOHNSON. 

II ;s "o1 "'"y ftrang. , &c. was originally Ramlet', ob(crvatlon, on 
being informeol that the old tugedian. of the city Wtre not (0 followed 

they u(ed to bc: [ree p. %65. n. 6.] but Dr. Johnfon" .xpl~"ation 
is certainly jull, and this palTage connefu {uffiLiently well with that 
whith now immediately precedes it. M"LONZ. 

7 _ in littlt.] i • •• in miniature. So, in Drayton'. Sbepbml', Sin"4' 
" Parad.re j" lilll. done." 

Arin, in M~ffin&er" Ntw 'W"y to I'"' old tlthts, 
" Hi. father'R piaure in lill/'." STZIVINS. 

• - /tl flit comply-] Hanmer read., L,t".. compliment wltb , ... 
l O/ulloN. 

II Wben lb. ""i"tI il fou therly, &re.] So, in D."Oft •• 11 l'jll>i41t 
J 58%: 

" But r ~rceive now, ~ther the wil/ti. is tlttb. f'lIlb, 
.. Qr eire your tunge cleavelh to the roolfe of your mouth." 

TZIlYUIS. 
1 _ I in_ 4 h"'II1)/"'" 4 band-fllw.] Thi. was a common pro. 

yerbial fpeech. The Oxford l!dilor alten it to, 1 .... ow • "4 ... A Irq. 
a" btrnJbIl'W, u if tbe other had been a corruption of ti,e playerl' 
whereas the pOet found tl.e proVerb thu. corrupted In the mouth. of 
the people: fo that thi. critic'. alteration only fervu to /hew u. the 
original ortbe exprcffion. W"alolToH. 
. Similarity of couoa istbe (ourte of many literary totrU)'lion,. III 
Holbo,n we ba.,e /lilt the lign of the BMJI "ed G411, whIch exhibitWI 
~ut 14 9411 cClmbi.oatig.o Clf Ima,e., h Waf Clti,i 11 (as J IlOnA {roc 

u-
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Ellter POLOtn \l s. 

Pol. Well be with you, gentlemen! 
Ha1ll. Hark -you, Guildenftern i-and you too ;-at 

each ear a heare.r: that great baby, you fee there, is not 
yet out of his fwadlirtg-c1outs. 

Rof. Hapily, he's toe fecond time come to them; for, 
they fay, an old man is twice a rhild. 

Ham. I will prophefy, he comes to tell me of the 
players; mark it,-You fay right, fir: o' monday 
morning; 'twas then, indeed. 

Pol. My lord, I have news to tell yon. 
Ham, My lord, I have news te, tell you. When RoC. 

cius was an a&or in Rome,-
Pol. The a&ors are COme hither, my lord. 
Ham. Buz, buz'>! 
Pol, Upon 'my honour,-
l1am. r:rben came 3 tacb al10r on his ajs,-

the title.pnge o( an old play) the Boul.K'" Gate, i. t. one or tbe gatel 
of BOIiIDgn., de6goed perhaps 31 a compliment to Henry VIIl. who 
look th.at plDGe In l544. 

The Boul.(nt mDuth, now the B.1l and MDlltb, had probably t 
fame origin, i. e. the mDuth Df ,h. barD •• r oj BDul.gnt. ST% E VltNS, 

• Brlz, btl>:: 1-] Mere idle talk, the bllz of the vulgu. 10HNION. 
BIl>::, bllzi. are, ~ belie,e, only intetjeitionl emplo~d to interrupt 

1'010nius. B. JonCon u(es them often (or tbe /'au,. purj>OCe, a \YeU 
a. Middleton in A."d Wgrld tn, ",aft.", 1608. S'l'lt.EVENS. 

BWJ(; u(ed to be an interje~hon at Oxford, when anyone began a 
itory that WIl generally known before. BLACKSTONE. 

BWJ(;ztr, in a Cubrequent (cene in this play, is ufed (Dr a DllfillJlJtr. 
" Ana w.nu not bU$I:>::trs, to infca his eac . 
" With peftilent CpeeGhes," 

Again, in King Lear: 
-on every dream, 
" Eacb luz, each (ancy," 

Again, in TrurlH', HifI.r, oj En:I.J, 1635: "-who, inftead of 
!living redrd., Cu(peaing now the truth of the duke of Gloc .fter', 
jwzz,' &c. 

It is. therefore, probable (rom the anfwer of Polonius, that Oil" 
was uCed, as Dr, JohnCon fuppoCes, (or an idle rumour without anI 
foundation. 

In B. JonCon" Stal'k oj NIWI, tbe coUea •• of merQlltile in~I. 
Al,enee i,caUed Emilfary B,,1I/l. M" 1. CJ •• 

J V-iP '''', ~c.l 1hi {CCIAS to boa lin~ ofa baUaa. ]OJl)JIOK. 

PII. 
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Pol. The beft aaors in the world, either for tragedy. 

comedy, hiftory, paftoraI, paftoral-comical, hiftorical-. 
paftoral, [tragical, hiftorical4-, tra.gicaI-com~cal, hifrori
cal-paftoral,] fceoe iodividable, or poem unlimited: 
Seneca cannot be too heavy, oor Plautus too light S. For 
the law of writ, and the liberty 6. thefe are the only 
men. 

Ham. '0 Jeptha, judge if .lfta,l,-what a treaflU"~ 
hadft thou! . 

Pol. What a treafure had he, my lord 1 
Ham. Why,-Onefair 4fZlJghttr, and"o 111,,,, 

'The 'Which he loved pojJing 'Well. 
Pol. Still on my daughter. ["'fide. 
Ram. Am :I not i'the right, old Jeptha 1 

4 - trag;ca!, &c.] The word. within tbe crotchet. 1 have re
co.,ered from the folio, and fee no reafon why they w re hitherto 
omi:ted. There are many plays of the age, if not of Shaj<fpea,e, th.c 
anfwer to thefe defcriptions. ST:r.J!VJ!NS. 

s Smua ca~n.t bl too h._y, nor Pllllltlii t •• llgbt.] The tragediea 
of Seneca were tranOated into BngliDl by Thomu N~\"ton, 3nq others, 
!lnd publiDled in IS81. On.,omedy ofPlautu., 'llilis. tbe M'r/fltch",i, 

\ was likewife trannated and publiDled in J595' STltll:vIINS. 
' . I believe the frequ.nQy of pla~s performed at pubUck ~hoois, tug, 

celled to Shakfpeare the names of See",. and Pllllltllr .. dramatiok all
thon. T. WAllTON. 

6 For ,b. I""", of writ,' a"d tb. !Iberl],""] All the modern editione 
have, ,be law ofwit, and tb. lib"t,; but both m)[ old copics have, 
,h. law ofwrit, I believe r1i!htly. Writ, for writing, 'O"'l'ojitirm. 
Wit was not, in our .u[houf·~ rime, taken either for j",agi"i1,jo~, or 
IIculInifs, or both 'ogerbert but for ,mtkrjla"di"l, for tbe taC1l1ty by 
which we ilpprtht". and judge. Thofe who WrClte of the hamill 
mind, dillinguiDled its primary powers into "",il and 'fIIill. Arch ~ 
dHtinguiDlel hoy, of tardy and of .tti". faculties into f.~~ _its 304 
PO'IJI ""its. JOHNIO"'. 

- The old copies are certaillly right. Writ i'llfed for owrir;"l bJ IU-

thoun ~ontemporary with /lhakfpeate. Thus, in 'l'h. Apo/ogi, 0/ 
Pitre. PtnnileJT .. by Thomas Nathe, 1593 I "For the 10wJie circum
fiance of his poverty before ru. death, and fending tlut m\(e~able 
",.,illt to his wife. it c;allnot be but thou lieft, learned GabrieL" 
Again, in biDlop Earle's Charae., if iI m"e dill/" Phy.ftdll1t, 1.638 = 
.. Then followu a !IlI,it to hiS druner, in a il:rallge tougue. whi h ho 
vndc;rftlmds, though he CaIlQot confter." " 

A;.in, in K. Henry YI. P. II. 
" lIJOWJ ,0911 Pl'llortf. left fcc tIac dera', "'r;I.'~ ).IAU .... 
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Pol: If you cail me Jeptha, my lord, 1 have a daughter, 

that I love pailing well. 
Ham. Nay, that follows ndt. 
Pol. What follows then, my lqrd 1 
Ham. Why, As by lot, God 'Wot 1, and then, you kno\v; 

It came to paft, As moj1 like it 'Was,-The nrll: row of the 
pious chan Con ~ will {hew you mor ; for look, my abridg
ment 9 comes. 

Enter four or five Pla.Jers. 
You are welcome, maliers; welcome, all :-1 am glad 
to fee thee well ;-welcome, good friends.-O, old 
friend! Why, thy face is valanced I fioce I faw thee 

. 7 Wby. As by lot, God wot,-&c. J The' old fong from which thefe 
quotations are taken, I communicated to Dr. Percy, who h as ho
noured it with a place in the fecond and third editions of hi. RelilJ"" 
.f .. nti.pl Englijh PDelry. In the books belo.ngin!: to the Statione .. ' 
Company, there is a late entry of thi. ballad among others. .. ]tJf« 
:tadge Df Ifratl," p. 93· vol. iii. DeG. J4, 16:1.4. SnaVltNs. 

There is a L atin tr~gedy on the fubjetl of Jeplb., by John Chr,f
topherfon in 1546, and anQther by Buchanan, in JS~4. A third by 
Du Plcffis Mornay is mentioned by Prynne in his Hiftri'lIIaftix. The 
fame fubjetl had probably been introduced on the Engii/h ftag~. I 

MALONEy' 
8 _ the piDa' cbanJu -] It is p.,,, tLa.f.n. in the 6rft folio edi. 

tion. The olrl ballads fun on bfldges, ~nd from tben<:e called JlMI 

&han{on.. Hamlet is here repeating ends of old fongl. Po~ J:. 
The old quartos in 1604, 160S. and 1611, read pi.u, ,h1.j. •• which 

tives the (enfe wanted, and I h ave accordingly inferted it i'l tbe 'text. 
The pi, •• cbanJ ••• were a ki na of Chrif/llla, CI"~I, containing fome 

fcriptural hillor)' thrown into loofe rhimes, and fung .b ut the fireet s 
by the common people when they went at thlt feafon to fo!ic:t alms. 
H amlet is here repeating (ome fcraps from a fong of this kind. and 
when 'Polonius enquires what follow. them, he refers him to thefirft 
r .... (i. t. di.ir.,n)'ofone of there, to obtain the information be 
wanted. STJ:J:VI:NS. 

9 _ my ab,idl" .. nl -] He calls the plnyers afterward •• lb. brief 
&6".i,l .. of the lilll'; but I think he now means only tbDf. wb. WI lli 
jhDrttn my tfllk . JOHNSON. 

A n abrldgemen, is ufea for a drama tick picce in the MitljlJ1/f.",r. 
N igbt's D",,, .. , Atl V. Sc. i. 

" Say what "bridg"".t have you for his e.ening 1" 
lout it does not commodlOully apply to this pan'oge. STI:EVIINS. 

1 _ tbJ fact if valanced - ] I . e. (ringed :idl a b~ard. The n
lall\:' i.I the frineel "c\rapCl)' haD&ill, [Ollind ~ teftcr of a bed. 

MA,OME. 
laft ; 
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taft ; Com'ft thou to beard me in Denmark?-Whatl 
my young lady and miftrefs! BY-'r-Iady, your ladylhip 
is nearer to heaven, than when I faw you laft, by the al. 
titude of a chopine ~. Pray God, YQur voice, like a. 
piece of unc~rrent gold, be not crack'd within the 
ring 3.-Mafters, you are all welcotne. We'll e'en 
to't like French falconers·, fly at any tI1ink we fee: 

~ - hy tb •• Ititad. of. chopinel] A cbi~ni". is a high Iboe worn 
by the Italiaos, u in Tho. Heywood's Ch"llng. of B ... t" Aa s. 
Song. 

" The Italian in her high cbopunt, 
u Scotch lafs, and lovely froe too; 
U The Spanith Donn" Frenrh Madame. 
H He doth not feare to go tu." S J:vUU. 

Again, in Marfton's D./Ch CD"'t.;!:an, J605; "Ooft not weare 
high corked /hoe., cbopi"es 1" 

The word ought rather to be written cbal'in., {rom cbapi", Span. 
which is defined by Mintheu in his Spanilh Diaionary, ". hiKh cork 
jbot." There i. no (ynonymous word in the Italian language, though 
the 1"""lia" ladies, as we are told by La{J"els, co wear high-heel'd thoes. 
Iilc~ Ililts, which being very inconvenient for wallcing! uley commonly 
relt their hand. or arms upon the Iboulders of ~wo grave matrons." 

MALOlfZ. 
, - h. not <fluk'tI wilhin tb. ring.] That iI, tr.,.'tI t •• ""ltb fot' 

".fr. This is faill to a YUUllil player who aaed the parts of women. 
, lORN .ON. 

I lind the (ame phrafe in 'Ibe Captain, by B. and Fletcher: 
" Come to be married to my lady" woman, 
.. After the'. "ac.'d in tb. ring." 

Again, In Ben Jonroo's Magn.tic Lady : 
.. Light gold, and rrac.'d ~uitLi,. rb. ri"r." STIlZVUIt. 

The foUowin, parrage in Lily's 11".IIf/JII jlllb, Moon, l597, at well at 
that in Fletcher', Cllpca;., might lead u. to (uppoC~ u'at th is pht. e 
Cometimes conveyed a wanton allunon: " Well, if nUl were twt~ty 
g~ain,~ lighter, refuCe her, provided slways Ibe be not c/il't <wilbill tL, 
rlJlg. T. C. 

4 _ m. French falco"m,] Thu. the folio. ~arto :-Iike fritntl~ 
falconers. MALo/n. 

The amur. ment of falconry was much cllitivated in France. 111 
Alf. 'W.II thac Utll wrll, ShaJefpeare haa introduceed an ajlri"l,r or 
f&lconer at tbe French court, Mr. Toilet, who has mentioned the 
fame circumftance, lilcewiCeadds, that it is (aid in Sir 'Iho. BrHUf/,'. 
'Ir481, p. II6, tbat "elle Frucb (eem to have been the lirft and 
noblell falconeu in the weftcrn part of Europe; and that the 
Fr'nch king fent o.er his f"lamers to Ibew that {port to King Jame. 
the lUll." Sec We1dolls C~Wrl of Ki.,1."m. STI:n nit, 

VOL. IX. T We'll 



:74 HAM LET .. 
We'll have a fpeech ihaight; Come, give us a. tafte of 
your quality; come, a paiIionat.e fpeech. 

1. Play. What fpeech. m.y good lord 1 
Ham. I heard thee fpeak me a fpeech once,-but it 

wa. never aaed; or, if it was, not abo\'e once: for the 
play, I remember, plea~ed not the million;. 'twas. caviare 
to ·the general S; but It was (as I rece1ved It, and 
others, whore judgments, in fuch matters, cried in the 
top of mine I,) an excellent ph.y; well digefted in the 
(cenes, ret down ,with as much rnodefly 7 as cunning. I 
remember, one faid, there were ~o fallets a in the lines, 

S -ca ... i"rI tD tb. g,I/m.I,] ell'lli"re or ell""lIre is a lUnd of' 
piclde, greatly eneemed it Mufc:ovy, m~de of the rue of tbe fiu r
leon and Bellu,a, taken out. falted, and dried by tbe lire, or in the 
fun. The lith is caught in great qUintities al t he mouth of the Volga~ 

Florio in his Italian Diaionar)', 1598, defioes, e"OJillri, ,. a kinde 
of fait meat, ufed in ltalie, like black fope; it is made' of the roes of 
filbes," 

Lord Cl.lteodon ufea (pe gttltr"l for tb. p'Dplt, in the fame mallner 
111 it is llfed here. co' Aod fo 61 undernluing ma"y particulart, (which 
they truly efieemed.l u rather to be confented to than that tb. gen,,,' 
Ibould fuffer.-" B. V. p. 530. MALONlt. 

B. Jonfon haa ridiculed the introduaion of thefe foreign delicacies I 
iII his ei.ebia·, Relle/" 1602. : '-" He doth learn to eat anchovies, I~ 
Macaroni, Bovoli, Fagioli. and eIJ"iarl," &cc. 
. ASlin. jn Marfion's Wbat ,DM 'Wi/l, 1607: 

" - a man can (carce eat good meat, 
.. A ncho,ies, c_iIJre, but he's f.tired," !lTBtVSlfS~ 

6 -cried in tbe l.p oj .. i",,] i. e. that 'W1"bigb"lb .... i.e. 
JOKNIO~ 

Whore judgment, in fuch matters, was in much high~r vogue than 
JIIine. HltATK. 
• Peehapl it mUM only-whofe judgment was more cla.noroully de

livertd tban mine. We fiill fay of a bawling aaor, that he fpeakl 0/' 

tb, tDp .rbil ... Ie.. ST'ltBVltNS. 

7 _ Jet diJ'W" 'Wilb II. "Mcil modefi,.-] MultJlJ for .fi",pliti~. 
WAUluaToN. 

8 _ Ibm W'rt .. falletl, &cc.] Such, i. the nading of the old copies. 
t know n~t why the bter editorl continued to adopt the alteution of 
Mr. Pope, and read, no fait, &ce. 

Mr. Po",', alteration may indeed be in. fome degree (uFPorted 
by the following paffage in D".,,·, Sati,..,aJliz, 1601:- c'_a 
p'repared troop of gallants, wbo a.all diftallc en..,. ."JII/ltd line jn 
their fiy-blown comedies." Thougk the 9ther phrate was "fed al 
late as in the year 1665. in a B"~M.t .f J.ejll, Icc ... - for j.llnket., 
jofOi; alld for Cllriou,sfolltt" ule ... - STun,,,. 

to 
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to make tl)e, m.ttel1 favoury ; nOf l,lQ mattet in the phrafc. 
that might indite the author of affeCtion. 9 : but call'd it. 
an hond!: m~thod I" as wholefoJJle as fweet; and by 
-Very much JI1()re handfom.e than fine". One fpeech in it r 
~1V,,~fl.y lov(q t 'tw~s &neas' We to Dido; and ~here
about of it efpecially, whert~ he fMales of Priam'," 
flaughter: If it live in your IQ..emoIlY .. begin a.t tliU line; 
let me fee, let me fee ;,- _ 

'The rugged Pyrrhzu, l;~, th, Hyrcil1'ia.{l b(p.,t..-'ti$ ~ot 
fo; it begins with. Pyrllhus. 

'The ruggea Pyr.r.bul ...... he, rwbtlji filM, a""l~ 
Blac~ a~ his /"rpo/l,., did- tbe -"igbt ,.t/t~M, 
Wherl: belay cou(bed i N the 1)",IItQUI ho1/i, 

, Hath now thh dread a"d, qkl~1t QfIIPIIXiD/f [";(lIr' I. 
With heraUry more lii/mql; bead to fiot 
Now v he ~otqlgullS s; hqr:ridly tric~' 44 
With blood of j4.t,hef'S, ",q"her~, t!allgbl(rs,)o"J; 
Bak'd anti impajild <v<ith th( parchillgjl"'4(1; 
q'hat lend a tyranllozu 4na a d,amneli ligbt _ 

9 -tbat might indite Ih, au,hDr-] Intlil., for ml."ia~. W~.I. 
~indi,.the autborofqff.8j.n:) i". ooo"ict t~e authQr of being, 

II. fantaftieol tlfftllt4 writer. Mana calls .Malvolio an fl/ftaiD,,'d .Cs, 
i , •• an fJffeEl.d 11.; ana in IJ.p..,.', LfJDDUr', 1..0/1, Na'bf'lIi,li:ell~ the Pe-
dant, tbat his reafons .... btl'll' hlln 'WillJ 'Witbout al'teaioll." -

Again, in IM-tranOation of Caftiglit"", CDu'tiur, by l;I;obby, J5561 
.. Among the chiefe-conditi.ns and qualltyes in a waiting-gcntlewo~ 
man,:' - fI to flee ... ffia .. " Or cu\'loury." STilI: VIN S. 

1 ..... hilt caIN it, /hi bOIl," "whD4,-J HliOlle~ i telJill8 how mu~h 
his<ju4s.lnIInl differed. frqm that of, othe 5, On~ /t,lit/, IIH" '(#a., fI' faIt 
in tb. Ii" I, &£C. QMt ",)M. it a" b."tfl tall bod. The a...tho, pro~ably ,av41 
it, but r caR.d it an bOtuftm,lb.d. &c. JOKNION. 

-an bMljl/IU,b.d.-] Hue.ft foltbaft-. W",.a\laToN. 
:r. _ DI who/'fom" kc. J T !;tis plUral' 14',. rco;ovcred from the qu~toa 

I., Dli. Johnfoll. 5u: ItVU/I • 
• 3 No'f(' ;, b. Will gules; 1 Gules i8 a term in the b101hroul jargol,l 

peculiar to heraloj'Y' and (l&t\i1;es ru/. Sbaffpeua bas it aaaia in 'Iil/lon t 
" With man's blood paint the,roundJ ,ulti, lulll." 

Heywood, in tbe (<<004 ,att of the ~1'~" Agt, hat made a verb 
from it: 

" _ ol~ H«uba'i. r~gercrullockl 
.. Be ,&l'tI in.llall&htcr."- ST'&JlV,N •• 

4 - trid'J-) i. e. fmeared, pain&c4. Aa. bfraldick te,rm. Sec 
Vol. W. p • . )58, a.1- bl."OA •• 

T ~ 2"', 



/ 
( 

1.76 HAM LET, 
'fo their/or" s mu,..: Roajltli ill wrllth, and fir/'# 
And thus 0' er-jized <with coagulate gore. 
With lJlllilte carlnmdes, the halijh Pyrrhus 
Old grandjire Priamfielts :-80 proceeed you'. 
Pol. 'Pore God, my lord. well fpoken; with good ac. 

cent, and good difcretion. 
I. Play. Anon he finds him 

Strilting too jhort at Gree/ts; his antifjue /<word, 
Re6ellious to his arm,lits <where it falls, 
Repugnant to command: UnefJual match'd, 
Pyrrbus at Priam drives; in rag', jfriltes <widt; 
But <with tht <whiff lind <Wind of his fell/'Word 
'the unll,rved fathlr falls'''. 'then finfelefs iliu,fII, 
Seeming to flt/lhis blo'W, <with jlamitrg top 
Stoops to his haft; and 'With Q hideout crajh 
'takes pri/oner Pyrrbus' ear; for, lo! his /'Wortl 
Which <was declining on the miJlt, beai 
Of reverend Priam,fiem'd i' the air tojlic/t: 
So, as a painted tyrantS, Pyrrhusjlooi; 
And. liRe a neutral to his <will and matter, 
Did nothing. . -
But, as 'We oftenfte, agai'tfl.fo1lltjlorm, 
A Jilen" in the hea'lJens. the -raclt jland Jlil!. 
'the bold 'Winds /fmhltji, and the orh belo<w 
As bujh as death : anon, thl dreadful thund,r 

3 S. prDetta JDU.] The(e words are Rot in tM folio. MAtON~. 
" Bur cuilS tb. 'Whiff alia wind of hi, f'" (word 

Tht ."",,...,.df.,6,, falls.) So, at Mr. Stevena has obferved, iQ 
DiaD, ~et. ofwrrb.gt, a tragedy, by Marlowe aodNalbe, 1594' 

" Which he difd'aining, whilk'd hi. f'WDrd about, 
" And with the 'Wi"d thereof tJie king/.II down." 

The king here fpoken of is Priam. MALOlfE. 
S _I a painted tyrant-) Shak(peare was probably here thinking 

of the tremendous perfona,es often repre(ented in old tapcfhy, whofe 
uplifted (words jiit. in tb. ";r, and d. ,"thing. MA LON E. 

o _ a, 'W' b!I." ft., .,ain/!: (ome fiorm, 
Tb. bold winds ff'l,rbl.ji, ua lb. "b 1,.,_ 
A, hulb al J.lllb :] So, in 1'."u, a"a AdMil: 

" Evco as the wi.d i, btlJb'J /HfOrt it r.;nllh." 
This line leads me to fufpetl: that Shakfpeare "'Nte-the bold 'flI;/I~ 

fpeechle(s. Many fimilar mHlakes have happened in thefe plays, where 
UIlO word cDdi with the {ame!cttc:r with whic;h the Deat bccw.MALON •• 

Dqtb 
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Doth reml the region:- So, after Pyrrhu/' pauu. 
A roufid vengeana fits him 11e<W a 'Work. • 
.If"d never did the Cyclops' ham'1J~rs fall 
On Mar sts armovr, flrg' "fo'l< proof ,Ur"" 
With lifs remorft tban Pyrrbus' Dleedingfword 
Now fal/s Oil p'riam.-
Out, out, thou ftrumpet, Fortulte! .All JOU gO(/r, 
III generallynod, talte a'Way her pO'Wlr ; 
Break al/ the !polm and fillies from ber 'Whu/, 
And howl the round nave down the hill of ",aVIII, 
As lo'W as 10 the fiends! 
Pol. This is too long. 
Ham. It !hall to the barber's, with your beard.

Pr'ythee, fay on:-He's for ajig, or a tllle ofbawdry 7, 
or he geeps :-fay on; come ttl 8ecuba. 

J. Play. But 'Who, ah 'Woe ~! hadften tbe mab/ed '1uml-~ 

7 _ bt's fDr .. jig, Dr a till, Df bawdr}) A jig, in our poet'. time 
fignilied a ludicrous metrical compofirion, as well as a dance. Here it 
is u(ed in the former fenfe. So, in Florio's Italian Ditlionary, 1598 : 
<t Frottala, a countrie jigg, or round, or countrie (ong, Ot w.nton 
verfes. See Vol. X. p. 334, n. 3, and the lIiJloriral Aceo.llt if lb. 
E"j'ifb St.g., &c. in Vol. I. Part 11. MA LONlt • 

. But,wbo, ~h 'Wot '1 T~us th~ quarto, e~cept that it h~!_ woe. 
A .s printed .n{lead of lib In variOUS places ID th'e old cop.es, Woc 
w.as formerly ufed adjetlively for woifu'. So,in AnIM) lind CI .. patra: 

" Woe, WOe are we, fir, you may not Jive to wear 
" All your true followers our," 

The foljo reads-But who, 0 'Wh., &c. MA LQIU: . , 

9 -lb. mabled 1uttn-] The mabl.d queen, (or mobl.d queen, as it 
is fpelt in ,the quarto,) meatls, the queen attired in 11 large, coarfe. 
and carelefs head-drees. A few lines lower we are told Ihe had" a 
clout upon that head, where late the diadem ltood." Th- word is ufecl 
(as Dr. Warburton has abferved) by SGndy. in his travels. l>pc.ldll 
of the T"rki/h women, he fay •• " their head. and faces arc lIIabl.a 
in line linen, that no more is to be {cen of them than their eyes." 

To mab, (which in tbe North is pronounced m.b, and hence the 
fpelJing of the old copy in the prefent inltance,) fay. Ray in his Dia. 
of North Country words, it" to drefa careleay. Mabs ar'flatt.r",." 

The ordinary morning head-dre{, of ladies continued to be cliitin. 
sui !heel by the namc '.If a mah, to aimo'tthe end of the rcign of Georgi 
tbe fecond. The folio rea.u-thei .. bl.d queen. MALO,. E. 

M.b!"J Ii&ni.fies buJdkd, grofly 'O'IJt1'tJ. JOHN ION . 
I meet with thi, word in Shirley', G."tI.mlJll if Yrnirt I 

co Thcmoondoea.j6I,upherfelf." fAllNU. 

T .3 Ham. 



'7S HAM LET, 
Haln. The ma.bleQ qnc:en ? • • 
Pol. That' good; roabled queen is good. 
I. Play. Run 6arefDot up and dOWlI, rbrttlt'"ing the JUz-ts. 
With biJ!on rheum' ; a clout Up01l d)at hellll, 
Where iate the diluiem flood; and. for til tDbe • 
.About htr lank and alJ D'er-teeme:i loins, 
.A Manitt, in the alarm of fear CllIight up; 
Who this hadfeen, with tongue in 'venD,'" fleep'd, 
'Gainfl forlutI" s Jillte woulti.tr£ajo" ha'Ve /rOlloun,' d : 
But if the gods the",fel'Vts did:fee her Ihen, 
When foe jaw PyrrhlfJ make maliciouJ lport 
I n mincing with his .fwora her hujhand'i limbs; 
crhe inftant burfl of clamour tbat jlu made, 
IURlifs things ",ortal mD'V1 them 1Iot at all,) 
Woultl ha'Ve made Milch ~ the burning eyes ifbea'Vc1I. 
And pa./fi~tI itl the gods. 
Pol. Look, wh ther he has not tum'd his colour, and 

has tears in's eyes.-Pr'ythee; no more. 
Ham. 'Tis well; 1'11 bave thee fpeak out the reLl: of 

~is [oon.-Good my lord, will you fee the players well 
beftow'd 1 Do you hear, let them be well u[ed; for they 
are the abllraEt, and brief chronicles, -of the time: After 
your deat you were better have a bad epitaph, than 
their ill report while you live. . 

Pol. My lord. I will ¥e them according to their 
defert. 

Ham. Odd's bodikin, man, much better: Ufe every 
man after his defert, and who fuall '{cape whipping? 
Ufe them after your own honour and dignity: The lefs 
they deferve, tIre more merit is in your bounty. Tu~ 
them in. 

Poi. Come, firs. 

S Witb bilTon rbe"lIJj-] Bijfo. or Nt(,., i. c. IIl1nd. A word /lilt 
in ufe in (orne part. of the north of Engr.Dd. 

So in Coriol."".: "What harm ellA your b!ffo. cOJl(pctluitiea gle~D 
out of this charatler?" STII1IV1IN,. 

~ - "'fJJe milch-) Drayton in the J 3th Song of his P"yolbi4" 
,heathi' epithet to clew: II Exhq the.i/,. clew," .. to iT&ZUIII. 

1!am •. 
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Ham. Follow him, friends~ we'll hear a play to-mor • 
.. ow.-Doft thou hear me, old friend jean YOIl play the 
murder of Gonzago ! . J 

J. Play. Ay, my lord. ' 
Ham. We'll have it to-morrow night. You could, for a 

need, ftudy a fpeech of [orne dozen or fixteen lines~ 
which I would ret down, and infert in't 1 could yon not t 

J. Play. Ay, my lord'. 
Ham. Very well.-F'ollow that lord; and look YOIl 

mock him hot. [Ext/lilt PO LONIU8 alu' Players.] M/ 
good friends, [to Rof. and Guil .] I'll leave you till 
night: you are wc;:lcome to Elfinore. . 

Ro.f. Good my lord! [Extllllt Rof. and Gut!. 
Ham, Ay, [0, God be wi' you :-Now I am alone. 

0, what a rogue and peafant flave arn I ! 
Is it not monfuous, that this player here~. 
But in a fillion, in a dream of paffion, 
Could force his foul [0 to his own conceit, 
T lult, ftom her Wdtking, all his vifage wann'd+; 
Tears in his eyes, diltramon in's afpetl s. 

A broken 

3 I. it IIDt "uN,jJr, •• , tbar tbls pIli]" btrt,J It lbould (tem from the 
complitated nature of (uc.h parts as H amle.t, Lear, &c. tbat tbe time 
of Sb.lcJpeare had produced many eJtcellent performers. He wOllld 
fca rce have taken the pains to form cbar.el:cts which be had no prof
peel: offeeiAg reprdented with force and propriety em the Iblile. ST II V. 

+ 'Tbll/jf,o", ber ."AiDg, .11 bi. ",i/agt wann'd, 
Tears in hi. eye., dHlrael:ion i,,'. II!pI8,) WJ,,,' d (wai/n'd it 

ihould ha .. e been (pelt,) isthe reading of lbe quarto, which Dr. Warbur. 
ton, I think rightly, reflor.c!. The folio readl wllrm'd, for which Mt. 

teevens contends in the foUowing note. 
" Tbe working of the (oul;- and the effort to lbed tears, will gh·e a 

colour to tbe .el:o,'. face, inftead of takins it away. The "I(ase ia 
alwall 'Warm'a and Jlulb'd by any UIIU(Ua! exertion in • paffionare 
f~eech; but no performer Wal e.er yet found, 1 beliete, w!tofe feel
ings were of fuch exquifite fenlibility as ltl produce palene(s in any 
fituation in which the drama could place him. Dut if pI aye .. were 
indeed polretred of that power, there i. no {uch circumlhnte in the 
fpeech uttered before Hamlet, IS coWd introduce the 'WII.,,'!' for 
whicb Dr. Warburton contendl." 

Whether an aClof u. produce pal.,,,!., it is, I think, unnecea" ry 
to inquire. That ShalUpeare Jb'''rbr he could, and contidered the 
fpcedl in 'luellion u liltclr to produce ,",,'III1'.!., i. profN dcci.6ve\y 

1'.. b1 
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A broken voice" and his whole fundioD fuiting 
With forms to his conceit? Al1d all tQf nothing! 
For Hecuba! 
What's Hecuba to him" or he to Hecuba II, 

bx tbe word's which he has put into the mouth of Polon;u. in this 
fcene; which add fuch fupport to the qriginal reading, that I have 
without hefitation reftored it. Immediat:ly after the player bas finilb
cd his fpc.ecll, Polonius exclaims, 

" Look, whether lie hat not turn'd hh '0 our, and has tears in hi, 
'y,s." Here we find the ellort to Ibcd te'a.rs, taki"g away, not gi'fli"K 
a colour. Ifit be objetled, tbat by turn'a bi! c%ur, Shakfpeare meant 
tbat the player grew red, 'a palfage in King Rich",d III. in wbich th.e 
poet is again def,ribing an aaor, who is matter of his art, will at onte 
anfwer the objeaion. • 

I Ricb. Come, Goufin, can'ft thou ,!uake, and ,haflze thy colou,1 
Murther thy breath in middle of a word; 
And then again begin, and frop again, 
As if tbou wert diftrllugbt "tid mad with m,or 1 

Buck. Tut, I can counterfei t the deep tr"K,dia. ; 
'Trtmbl. and ftatt at w~gging of a ftraw, loc. 

The words, fuak'J and Urror, and trembl" as well .s the whole context, 
Jhew, that by ,, ',b4t1gt tby colour," Shakfpeare melllitgr~'W 1'"/,, 

MAL OJ'l IC . 

5 '-.4,. in hi, eyes, d!ftraElion i. 'I afpea,] The word a/pee (as Dr. 
Farmer very properly Qbferves) wa~ in Sh.kfpeare'. time accented Oil 

tbe fecond fyllable. The folio exhibits the pa/fage as 1 have printed it. 
STEt Vt:N So 

(; What's Hecuba t. him, &c.] The e:rprellion of H.\mlet, What', 
Hecuba to him, or h. to H"uba, is plainly an all"lion to 11. I,a/fage in 
Plutarch's Life of Peloplda" Co exquifitely beautiful, and fo pertinent, 
that I wOl\dcr it has never yet been taken notice of. ' . 

" And another tlme, being in a theatre wJ,eN: the tragedy of 
.. 'Troad.s of Euripides WaS played, he [Alexander Pller;eus] weat out 
" of the theacre, and fent word to tbe players notwitb(hn1ing, that 
<C they Ihould go on with their play, as if he had been IEIl among 
" them I faying, th~t he came not away for any miJIiking.he had of 
« them Or of the play, but bec.ufe he \lTas .thamed his people Ibould 
" fee him weep, to fee the miferies of Httuba and Andromache 
.. played, and that they never faw him pity the death of allY one 
.. man, of fo many of hi a citizens as he ha,d taufed t9 be O.in.'> ' 

Sit JOKN HAW'It1NS. 
This obferv.tion had been already made by Mr. u.pton. ST E.ICV.£NS. 

Sbakfpeare, it is hiShly probable, had read the life of Pe1opida<, but 
I (ee no ground for fuppoling tliere is here an .Hulion to it. Hamlet 
is not albamed of being feen to weep at a theatrical exhibition, lut 
mortified t nat a player, in a drMm .f P"jJiP"J lhould appear more agitate.d 
I>y fiaitious {OfTQw, thjUl the prince was by a rcaJ calami~y. MALO"~. 

, nM 
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That he fhould weep for her? What would he do, 
Had he the motive and the cue for pallion 7, 

Tht I have? He would drown the fiage with tears, 
And cleave the general ear"s with horrid [pecch; 
Make mad the guilty. and appall the free. 
Confound the ignorant; and amaze, indeed, 
The very faculties of eyes an~ cars. 
Yet I, 
A dull and muddy-melded rafcal, peak, 
Like John a-dreams 9, unpregnant of my cauCe I, 

And can fay nothing; no, not for a king. 
Upon whofe property, and moll dear life, 
A damn'd defeat was made~. Am 1 a coward? 

Who " 

1 _lb. cuef., paJli.n,l The bint, thedir,8i.". JOHN ION. 
I _ ,b. g,ntral ear-) The un of all mankind. bo before, ,."iaTl 

"tb'le"tral, that is, to the ",wl,itl/di. JOHN SON . 
9 Lik. John-a.dreams,-l J0hn-a.dreams, i. e. of d"."", mean 

o:lly 'J.bn tbe drta",.,; a nick-name, I (uppo(t, for any ignorant 
lilly fellow. Thus tbe puppet (ormerly thrown at during the (ea(on of 
Lent, was caUed1pd-II-I.nl, and the ignis (atuu. Jack-a-Iantm •• 
"J.bn .ll-d,.,O", however, if not a corruption o( this nick-name, 
leems to have been fome well known cbanlter, a. 1 have met with 
more than one alluGoR to l1im. So, in Ha"" ~ilb YOk I. S"jf'M 
lYald,n, or Gabriel Har'fllJ's Hunl is liP, by Nao.e, 1596: "The 
clefcription of that poor 'J0bn-a-drDyn,s hi. man, whom he hid hired," 
&c. 'J.bn-a-d"J.ts is Iikewif. a (oolio. charaaer in Whetftone', 
Pr.",., "nd Caj[".d,a, J 578, who is fe ilted by informen, h .. not 
much to fay III his defence, and i. cheated out of hit money. Tltlt v. 

I ~ unpregnant of .. , ." ... j',J U"prtloaol, (or ba'flinl no dM' j,,,!. 
of. WARD-URT ON . 

Rather, ". , '1uicAt"id ",ilb a "''fU dtjirt if 'fI,ol"",r., ".t It,,,,i,,, 
witb rtflUlt. JOHNSON. 
~ A damn'd defeat ~IU •• d,.-J Dift/l/, (or dtjlrIlEli.". WAR W. 

Rlther, difpoJ!tjJion. JOHN.ON. 
The word d./tat i. verrliCCDtiouDy ured by the old writers. Shak~ 

fpeare in Olb,lI. emploYI it yet more quaintly :-" Diftat thy (at-our 
wjth an ururped beard;" on<l Middleton, in hi. comedy caUed .111I:! 
Tbi"l for a ~i" Lift, (ay_" I have heard of your dtj,., IIlldo 
upon ~ mercer." 

Again, in R""' ng. for Hon,,,,, by Chapman: 
.. That he migbt me'll ntime ",d. a (ure dtjt.t 
,. On our cOO<! aged (ather'S life." STltltYltN •• 

In the pafflge '1uoted ('0111 Otb,lI., to tlifta, i. \I(ed for 11fI" or 
alter; "'./'';''1 Fr. See MjIl/bCIi ill Y. MIIl1he1l coolidclI the (ub-

. ft~u~ 
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Who calls me villain 1 breaks my pate acro(s! 
Plucks off my beard, and blowr. it in my face 1 
Tweak. me by the no(e? gives me the lie i'the throa~. 
As deep as to the lungs 1 Who does me this 1 
Ha! Why, I Ihould take it 1 for it cannot be, 
But I am pigeon-liver'd, and lack gall 
To make oppreffion bitter i or, ere this. 
I {bould have fatted all the region kite~ 
With this !lave's offal: Bloody, bawdy villain! 
Remorfelefs, treacherous, lecherous, kindlefs villain' l 
Why, what an afs am I? 1'his is moll brave. ; 
That I, the (on of a dear father murder'd, 
Prompted to my revenge by Ii aven, and hell, 
Muft, like a whore, unpack my heart with words, 
And fall a curfing, like a very drab, 
A fculliQ!l S ! 
Fie upon't! foh ! A bout my brains 6! Humph!Ihaveheard. 
That guilty creatures, fitting at a play 7, 

' , ' Have 

ftaDtives diftat and difeatu,. as fynonymous. The former he dc
'fines a. O'Utrt4>rD'Ul; the latter, .xuuti." Dr jlaJlgbltr oj "'.", In 
K. H •• ry y , we have a limilar phrafeology: 

" .MaHng diflilt up." the powers of France," 
And. the word is acain ufed in the fame feofe in tAe !aft all: of :hi 

play: 
" - Their 'if.at 
" Doth by their own inlinuation grow." MALONE. 

:; - kl"dle[,-] Unnatural. JOHNSON • 

.. Wby, 'Wbat an Dr. alit I ' 'Ibis is It<aft brave;] The f~1io reads, 
o vengeance ( , 
Who! what an ars am I? Sure this i. mon brave, 

STEJ:VIUl h 

5 .&fcullioo!J Thus the folio. The quartos read,-a ./Ialli.", 
STJ'.J:VENS. 

1\ Ab. ltt, "'1 brains I) Witt, t. J'lIr .orA. Brai", go - ab •• t the 
prefent bulinefs. JOlllnoN. 

This expre.llion occurs in the Second Part of the Ir." Ag., .by H,y
YIIHd, 161~: 

" ~ brai., .b.ut agai.! for thou han found 
« New pro jell:. now to w;)rk on." S T J: J'. V J'. N I. 

1 _ I ),a",. b.ar', 
'Ibal,.iItj rrl4'l1ru,fi'tillf U II pIa,,] A number .f there ft?rie. 

Ire 
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gave by the very cunning of the (cene 
Been {truck fo to t.he foul. that pJ'efently 
They have proclaim'd their malefaClions: 
For murder, though it ha e no tongu ' , will fpeak 
With molt miraculoUs organ. III have thefe players 
Play fomething like the murder of my fath r, 
Before mine uncle: I'll obferve his looks ; 
I'll tent him 8 to the quick; if he do blench 9. 

I know my courfe. The fpirit, that I have feen. 
May be a devil: and the devil hath l.0wer 
To a1l"ume a pleafing fbape; yea, an , perhaps. 
Out of my weakne{s, and my melancholy, 
(As he is very potent with fuch fpirits,) 
Abures me to damn me: I'll have grounds 
More relative than this '; The play's the thing, 
Wherein I'll catch the confcience of the king. [Exit. 

A C T III. S eE N E I. 
A RDD'" ;/1 the CaJilt. 

EI/ltr King, Qgeen, POLO N IUS, OPHELIA, ROSEN

CRA NT Z, and GUI LD BNST J! R N. 

King. And can you by no drift of conference 11 

Get from him, why he puts on this confufion; 
Grating 0 hadhly all his days of quiet 
With turbulent and dangerous lunacy i 

art coUelled together by Thomas Heywood, in hi • .All,,', Yintl; .. 
utian. STlElEVlENI . 

• - tint iJi .. - J Search bh wound. . JOH NSO N. 
9 _ if be do blencb, ] If I)e fb rid, or ftare. The woro! il u(ed by 

Fletcller, in Th. -N'gbt.waf. " I 

II Blencb at no dange r, thougb it be a . allow . ... 
Acain in G ower, DI ConftJlion, A"/I"ti" lib. vi. {ol. as; 

" Withou t bf'lfcbilfge of .mice ci . ... STIIYUU. 
S.e Vol. IV. p. J~, n. 3. MALONEo 
t M ort relative t boll tbiJ j_] R,!ati"" (or c.,.~i8j",. WAit •• 
C."~i8iv. is only tbe con(.~u.ntial (en(e. R.lati'IJt i., "tar" r". 

Lau", <'oft" WllltO,'. loullo,:. 
~ - t'''jfrlllu_ ] The folio r~a,b, rim'1t1j1I1.u, STItIVItNI . 

-Rif. 



HAM LET. 
Rof. He does confers. he feels himfelf dillraaed; 

But from what caure he will by no means fpeak. 
Guil. Nor do we find him forward to be founded; 

lIut, with a crafty madners. keeps aloof~ 
When we would bring him on to fome confefiion 
Of his true frate. 

f<3UIt. Did he receive you weIll 
Roj'. Moil like a gentleman. 
(;uil. But with much forcing of his difpofition. 
Rof. Niggard of queftion; but, of our demands, 

Moft free in his reply J. 

f<3CIlt. Did you alfay him 
To any paftime 1 

Rof. Madam, it fo fell out, that certain players 
We a'er.rau~ht on the way 4: of there we told him ; 
And there did feem in him a kind of joy 
To hear of it: They arc about the court; 
And, as I think. they have already order 
This night to play before him. 

Pol. 'Tis moll: true: 
ADd he bereech'd me to entreat your ma·elUes. 
To .hear and fee the matter. 

King. With all my heart; and it doth much content me 
To hear him fo inclin'd. 
Good gentlemen, give him a further edge, 
And drive his purpofe on to there delights. 
- Rof. We ihall, my lord. [Exeunt Rof. and Guil. 

King. Sweet Gertrude, leave us too: 

1 Niu.,a.! f'lIj1i.,,; h.t, .f .,,, almalla" 
M.jI frll in hi, "ply.] sfow to begin converfation, but Crt. 

enough in hi. anfwers to our demandr. Guildenftern h:u jult Cald 
tbat Hamlet kept aloof wben they wilbed to bring him to confd, 
the caufe of his diftt.Clion: Rofencrant" therefore bere muft mea., 
th.! "I' t. tbllt p.i"l, tin they touth'd on that, he was free enough in 
his anfwen. MALONE. 

4 _ o'er-rauJh! .tI Ibe 'WIIJ:-] O"".' •• gbt i • .."r.rtllcb, J. tblt 
it, KHr-tDO!. JOHNSONe 

Sp, in . penfer" F atry ~u'" b. 6. e. 3 : 
" Having by cbalKe a clofe ad vanta, •• Jew'd, 
'! He Qv,,·rallgbt him," "c. ST J:Jr.VJ:NS. 

For 
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For we have lofely {ent for Hamlet hither. 
That he, as 'twere hy accident, may here . 
Affront Ophelia S: Her father, an.d my(elf' 
Will (0 bellow our(elves, that, (eeing, unreen. 
We may of their encounter frankly judge. 
And gather by him, as he is behav'd, '> 
If't be the affliction of his love, or no, 
That thus he fuffers for. 
~een. I lliall obey you : 

And, for your part 7, Ophelia, I do willi, 
That your good beauties be the happy cau(e 
Of Hamlet's wildnefs; (0 lliall I hope, your virtues 
Will bring him to his wonted way again, 
To both your honeurs. . 

O;b. Madam, I willi it may. r Exit <2!!een. 
Pol. Ophelia, walk you here :-Gracious. fo pleafe you, 

We will bellow ourfelves :-Read on this book; 
[to Ophelia.: 

That /how of fuch an exercife may colour . 
Your lonelinefs·.-We are oft to blame in this,
'l'is too much prov'd II, that, with devotion's vifagc. 
And pious action, we do fugar o'er 
The devil himfe'Jf. 

Ki"g. 0, 'tis too true! how fmart 
A lath that fpefch doth give my confcience ! [Afta'I 
The harlot's cnee • bcauty'd with plall'ring art, 

, Aftront Opbtlia:) To a!frDnt, js only t. nlttt dina". JOftlllG • 
Affr."t",.,ltal. So, in die Dwir, Charter, 1601: 

" Affront;"l that port where proud CharJeslhould enter." 
STaavalU. 

6 H.,. (atblr, Ilnd "'Jfi~' - ] Thu. the quarto. The foUo after 
thefe wards add-Iawflll tillIs, i. e . fpie.. M ALOIn. 

7 A~tI,f.r your I'"T',) hut the quarto 1604, and the folio. The 
modern editors, following a quarto of 00 authority, lcad-for III} part. 

MALONlt. 
I r.ur lonelinef •• ] ThIU the folio. The 6rft and (econd quarto 

re2d lawlintft . STltltVJ:NI. 

9 "Iil tq, IIIl1cb tm~'d,-J I it found by toofrcqllcotuperience. 
JOft); 'Ol<~ 
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Is not more ugly to the tr.,ing t at helps it i. 
Than is my deed to my moil painted word: 
o avy burden! 

Pol. I hear him comillg; let's withdraw. ~y lord. 
• [ExeunJ King, anJPoLoluV • 

Ent6r HAMLET. 

Ham. To be, or not to b s, t at is the queffion:-
Whether 'tis nobler in the mind, to fuJfer . 

The 
• _ mort ugfJ. to tb. thin" tbat b.lp. it,] That is, ""'J>.rul 'fllia 

the thing that helps it. Jo~l'Iso •• 
S 'To b" o •• o~ to be, -] Of this celebrated Coliloquy, which. burfl. 

jng from a man diftr~Cted with contr~riety of defires. aad ov~rwbeltae<l 
with the magnitude of bi. own purpoCe., i, eOAndled rather in tbe 
fp~aket'. mind, tban on his tong~e, 1 !laa\! endeavour to C1ifeov~r the 
tiain, and to /hew how Doe Centiment produces another. i . 
• Hamlet, knowing hhlfelf injured in the moll enormoas and atro_ 

cious degre~, aDd f&eing no IIleans of redrer. , .but Cuch as muft ex-
119fe him to the extremity of hazard, meditate, on his ftuation in t h:. 
manner: Bifo" 1 ' '"for. a";;, ,ati.",,/ j,iI'ffl' of aliii." u"der tbi. trl! 
flirt of d;ftr1~ it i. needra,), to decide, wQ.etha, "jl.r Dur pn!,., 
flat . , WI art to be, or not to be. That is the qudlion, which, as it 
:lhaU be anCwered, will determine, 'Wb.,b" 'tit nobl.r, and more 
fui table to the dignity of ,ea(on, to ruff" tb. DUUll,,, pf fmu •• pa
t iently, or to take arms againll tL.m, and by llP¥ fina ell tIl.m, 
tbolllb perbaps with the lofs of life. 1ft. di., were t. fI-p, II.1ff,,,, 
.~J b, IJ Jlftp t •• "d the miCe~ie. of our nature, luch a /Jeep , er< 
tk.J.~tfJ r. b. 'WIjJJld; but if 10 fIt.p in cleatb, be to drlllm, to retaUl 
our POWf'S of C.1l6l>ility, we mull 1'1111[0 to confider, iN that fI"t of 
ti."tb wbat drtIJm, may {.lftt. This confideratio n ",d" calamity fo 
long endured; for 'Wh. 'Wo~lJ b.ar the vexatiol,ls of life, Nhich .mi,ht 
be ended bJ " bare b.d~n, but that h.e . i, afraicl of (ol"\1etbing iD UD' 
koown futurity? This fear it is that gives efficacy to conlCieoce, 
which~ by ~urning the mind upon tbi. regarti, ehilk the ardour of rt· 

foillti.", thec'-s the vigour of ,nter/r;Il'" aod makes the ,_rt,nt of de
/lre ftagnate in inacti"ity. 

W e may juppGfe tbat !;Ie would have applied thefe general obferva· 
tions to his own caCe, but that he difcove""d Ophelia. JOB N30N . 

Dr. J ohnron's explication of the lirlt-live lines of this palfage i, 
(urely wron,. Hamlet is not deliberating whemer after o .. r ;>refent 
ftate we are to exift or not, but whether he Ihould continue to live or 
put.!' end to hi. life t as is pointed 01U by tbe {eeond and the. three 
following lines, wINch are maaifeftlya por.phrafe on the lirll; .. "h.
ch.r 'til ",obler in the mind to fuffer, "c. or to take arm.... The 
"ae.llion concerning our exiftente in a future Itate i. DOt confider-ed till 
w teAch line :-" to Oecp I ~r,hall", ,<I dr,",,"lIIc. The train of 

lIo Hamle;' , 
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The niDES and arrows of outrageou fortune ; 
Or to take arDl~ againft a rea of trqubl 4, 

And, by oppofing, end them ?-To die,-to fieep~_s 
No more i-and, by a fieep, to fay we end 
The heart-ach, and the thoufand natural ih :ks 
That fielhjs heir to,-'tis a confummation 
Devoutly to be wilh'd, To die i-to lleep;-
To fieep I perchance, to dream ;-ay, there's the rub; 
Hamlet's rufoning from the middle of the Mtn line, " If tei die, were 
to Ileep," &C. Dr. Jabnfon hn marked out with hi, ufual acwraey .. 

In our poet" :Ra/~ of LIlUIl, we lind tbe flme CjueftioD aated. 
wbich i. propofed in tbe begiaain, of the prefene foIaoquy: 

.. - with herfelf lb. i, in mutiDY, 
" T6Ii'U •• , Ji" wbicb if tb. lUllS;" _,., h",tr." MALON&. 

1 - arro ..... ifovtr/Sf'''' fortune;] "Homin .. no, ut eI1'e memi. 
nerimUl, ei Ieee nato., ut omnibuut/isfortult propolitalit ita nolha." 
Cie. Epift. Fam. v. 16. STU:VUII. 

4 0, to tllb ,,, .. , IIglli.ft II fea 'flroobl.,,] One ~annot but won 
that tbe emalleft doubt /hould be entertained cODcerning In expreffioJl 
which i. fo much in Shakfpeare" manner; yet, to prefene the ioteg. 
rily of the metaphor, Dr. Warburtort read, ajJlljJ of troubles, *Dd Vr. 
Pope propofed j'g'. In t;JIe Protltlfbt,u YinO., of .lEfcbJIII' a fimU 
~ gery is fouad : 

AurJe.""'tpO'l ,..1 "'M),O' -'t'" 1Ii." 
The ftormy Jtll of dire clll .... il'. 

anc! in the fame play, as an anonymous writer has ob(unc!, (CIfIf
M.t"1(.j~I, Aug. rnz,) ..... e hue a metaphor no ldi hadb than that « 
the text: 

G~" • ".,..11IT .... ""'· .... ~ 
T&1)"tIl; 1II'tor "v,.,...,,, ATII,_ 

" My plaintive ..,.,Jlin vain confufedly beat 
ff Asaioft the ",,"'U" of blllt/111 mif • .,." 

Shakfpcare mi ht bave fouad the very phrafe tbat he h., emp1ore'" 
in Tb. TraglJ, of ~t'" wrJillI, Muaovi 1'011 MACluTIATa." 
J 57 5, which undoubtedly.he read : 

" For lacke of frendet to tell my ft ... of giltlclfe f",lIrt." MA LOJrIk 
.d fta if lrollb/" among the Greek. grew into I proyerblal uc.,. • 

..... ,;~ &"~"'" ... ",;, '1'''''.1-'1... So that tbe exprcffioa figurativelJ 
means, the troubles of human life, wbich lIow in UpOD 01, aacl ca
compaCs UI ro nd, like a fea. TRlo.ALa. 

I know not why there o.ould be fo much folicitude about tbis meta. 
,hor. Shakfpeare breaks hi. metapborl often, and in thi. defulto.,. 
f,eech there wu lef. need of preferviDC tbem. Joa 'ON . 

S _ To Jk,"". p"",-) Thi, pUrage is rid.cuJed in the S,''''f"' 
L.uiJ of B. and Fletcher, a. foUows: 

" _ lie deceas'd, that ia, alleept for fo the word i. taken. 
!' 'I, M~ t. Jil j I~ du, to jU" i • n'1 lil",r fir." "e, "c. STPF;; 
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For in that {letp of death what dreams may come, 
When we have 1hufRed off this monal coil 6, 

Mu 've us paufe: There's the refpea 1. 

That makes calamity of fo long life: 
For who would bear the whips and fcorns of time r, 

The 

" ':"",."alcoil,] i .•. turmoil, buftle. WAllllVRTON. 

1 'Ibtr", therefpea,] i. e. tbe confideratLon. See Vol. X. p.IOZ, 
n. 3. MALONE. 

8 _ Iht wbip, anti r'Drn, of time,] The evils bere complained of 
arc not the produa or time or duration fimply, but of a corrupted .ge 
or manners. We may be [ure, then. that Shakfpe.re wrote 

- lb. whip, lind JtDrn, of th' t ime. 
And the defcription of the evil. of a corr~t age, • which follows, con
firms this emendation. WAR 1I V .. TON. 

It may be remarked, that Hamlet. in his 'enumeration of miferies, 
forgets, whether properly or not, that he i. a prmce, and mentions 
many evils to which inferior Rations are expofed. JOHNSON. 

1 think we might venture to read the 'Whip, IIW feo"" .·tb· times, 
i. e. of times fatiries! as the age of Shakfpeare, which probably fur
ni/hed him with the idea. 

In the reigns of Elizabeth and Tames (particularly in the former) 
there was more illiberal private abure and peeviih [atire puhlHhed, than 
in any othen J ever knew of, except the prefent one. I han many of 
ther. publications, which were alrnoft all pointed at incnvidualc.o 

DIlI/i.l, in}Us M"'J.phil'l$, I 599, has the fame complaint I 
.. Do you not (ee there plmp-blets, Iilill., rho mes, 
." Tnef. ftrange confufed tumults of the mind, 
" Are gtown to be the licknef. Of ,heft ,1_", 
" The 8reat direafe in/li£ted on mankind 1" 

Whips and fCDr", are futely as infeparable companions, at public 
punithment and infamy. 

§J. .. ipl, the word which Dr. Johnron would introduce, i deri .. ed. 
by all etymologifts, from ""hip •• 

Hamlet is introduced as reafoning on a '1ueftion of general coneem
ment. He therefore takes in all fueh evil. al could befall mankind in 
leneral, without confidering himf.lf at prefent II a prince, 01" wiihing 
to avail himfelf of the few exemptions which high place migh; once 
have claimed. 

In part of K. James IR'e Z"t".,"i".t.t ~"l t. hit CDr, .. fiol/, 
by Ben JOOfOD and Decker, is the following IIDe, and Dote on that 
line: 

" A.d jirflllcco"", of yurl,,, __ hr, or 'r un." . • 
.. By ti"" we underftand ,b. f"Y:f.I/t." Tlth "planatioll aIfords de 

Cemc fOf whidiI han ,ollt'nded, and withOlit altcrari9l1. STa .... 
'J'IK 
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1'he opprefi"or's wrohg, the proud man's contumely II 
The pangs of de{pis'd love I, the Ja\v's delay. • 
The io(olence of office, and the (purns 
That patient merit of the unworthy takes, 
When he himfelf might his quietus make 
With a bare bodkin ~ 1 who would fardels bear, 

To 

The word 'Wbip' is u(ed by Marfton in bi. S.lim, J 599, in the 
feore req uired here! 

" IJlgenuous melancholy,-
" Inth.one thee in my b1oo~; let me entreat, 
" Stay his '1uiclc jocund /kip, and force him rull 
~, A fad-pac'd courfe, untill my ~ubip, be done." MALONS. 

9 - tbt proud m/l"', eO"t""'t~,) Thus the quarto, The folio read)) 
-tho poor man', cOl1tumely; tbe contumely which the poor man i 
oaliged tD endure. 

I( Nil habet infelix paupertas durius in fe, 
" ~am qUDd ridiculos homines facit," MA LONZ. 

I _ ifdefpis'd I""",) The folio reads-of difpria;'d love. STSJ:Y • 
.. - migbt bis quietus ma~, 

Witb " bart bodkin?-) The /irll expreffion ptobably alluded to 
the writ of difcharge, which was formerly graltted to thofe baron. anc! 
knightr who perfonally attended the king on any (ortign expedition. 
This difcharge WI! called a'luittur. 

It is at this time the term for rhe acquittance wllieh every iherlff' 
receives on fettUdg hi. account at the exchequer. 

Tr..e \yord is u[ed for the di[charlle of an account, by Web~er. in 
his Dm/ufi of lIfJ,lfy, 16~3: 

" You had the trick in audit-time to be Ilck, 
. " Tilt I had fign'd your 'l"itfllt." 
A boJH" Waf, the ancient term for a {mllll Utl'" So, in the Se

cond Part of 'Iht Mirro"r .f Knilhtbootf, 4to. bl. let. 1598! .. Nut 
having a~ more weapons but a poor poynado, which u[ullUy he did 
weare about him, and taking it in his hand, delivered tbefe fpeechea 
unto it. Thou, lilly bodkin, ilialt lini/h the piece of worke," &c • 

In th margin oE St.'W,', Cbroniclt, edit. 1614, it it [aid, tbat C~far 
WII Ibin with bodAi",. 

Again, in Cbllartr, as he is quoted at th~ end of a pamphlet callec! 
T/,. Strl'twt if Divijion , &cdwbtrlunto i, lIln.txtd tb. 'IrlJgtd, of Gor
"odJJe, &e. 1591: 

" Witb 60J.inJ was Cz[ar ]uliu. 
_ "Murder'd at Rome, of Brutu. CraITus." STZSVSN •• 

Lvdgate in his FlAIl if P,inm, ay. that Julius zfarwal /lain in the 
Capitol with "odi;", • 
. The 6rll Lord Lyttelton, it (eeml, was of opinion that Pope'. edi

tlon . of ShakCpearc was better tbln that f Theobald'., bec,ure 
VOL. Vll. U U Tbeobal4 



~90 HAM LET~. 

'f 0 grunt and fweat 3 under' a weary life; 
But that the dread of fomething ;ifter death,
The undifcov.er'd country, from whafe bourn 
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No traveller retarns ·,-puzzles th will; 
And makes us rather bear thofe ills we h ve, 
Than fly to others that we know not off 
Thus confcience does make cowards of us ~l; 
And thus the native hue of refo)ution 

4 'Tbt undifcover'd cDuntry,fr.", wb.,.6 • .,." 
N. traveller rttwrns,-J This has been cavilled at by Lord 0=11 

and other., but without reafon. The idea of a t''''!Jtll" in Sbak. 
(peare" time, was of a perfon who gave an account of hi' ad,·entures. 
l very voyage was a DiJc"",try. John Taylor haa ".If Dijcn",) b1 
lea from London to Salilbury .... FAJ.M~R. 

Again, Marlton's I~f"tialt COl(/lt.!r, 1603: 
" wrelUed with deatll, 
" From wbofe /lern cave none tracks a backward path." 
~i nunc it per iter tenebricofum 
JUuc unde negant redire quenqulm. CIlIUllul, ST~E .11 • 

This paITage has been objeCtea to by othert on a ground which, at 
the 6r/lvlcw of it, fe .. m more plaulible. Hamlet himfelf,je- is ob
j eCted, has had ocular demonftntion that travellers do {ometimes re· 
turn from this /lnnge country. 

1 formerly tbought this an inconlillency. But this ohJeliion Ilr~ 
is founded on a mill4lce. Our poet without' douilt in the palflge be
fore UI intended to fay, that from the "trI"ow" regions of the dead no 
traveller return., with all his cor,orlll p.wers; fuch .. he who lOCI 
on a voyalle of dij:tJ<fJtry brings back, when he returns to the porc 
from which he fai led. The traveller whom Hamlet had flen, though. 
he a~pe.red in the fame habit which he had worn in hi. life time, Wat 

nothiog but a (hadow; "inTulnerable a. the ail," and confequently 
incorpo".I. 

Jf, fays the objeltor, the traveller haa once reached this coall, it 
is not an undifeovcred country. But by "nJij'O'rImd hakfpeare 
meant not, undi(covered by deparced (pirlcs, but, undifcovered, or un
known to" fuch fellows as u" who crawl between earth and heaveo I" 
JuP";s incogni'" ttllus. In chis (enfe every country, of which che tra
veller do .. not return a/i'Ol' to give an ",count, may be faid to be ""_ 
difClrtltrtd. The gholl haa ,iYen no aCFount of the regl n from whence 
he Clme, being, at h-e has himfelf ioformed u., "forbid to tell tbe 
feeret of his prifon-hou(e." 

Marlowe, before our poet, had compared death to a jOllrney to aJl 
.ncijfcovered country: • 

" ------- weep n.ot (or Mortimer, 
" That fcorns tho world, and, as a 1r"."I1", 
U Cvca to Jijc,.," cOIInlrill yet unknowr. ... 

Kin, Edward 11. J 598 (wrictal belon: J 593)' 
MA"O~X. 

U % Is 
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Is fickly'd o'er with the pale call: of thought; 
And enterprizes of great pith s and moment, 
With this regard. their currents turn awry ~. 
And laCe the name of atliion.-Soft you, now I 
The fair Ophelia :-Nymph. in thy orifons 7 

Be allmy fins remember'd. 
Opb. Good my lord. 

How does your honour for this many a day? 
Ham. J humbly thank you; well. 
Oph. My lord. I have remembrances of yours, 

That I have longed long to re-deHve ; 
I pray you, now receive them. 

Ham. No, not I ; 
I never gave you aught. 

Opb. My honour'd lord, you know right well, you did; 
And, with them, words of [0 [weet breath comp04l'd 
As made the things more rich: their perfume loll:, 
Take t~e[e again; for to the. noble mind . 
Rich glftS wax poor, when gIvers prove unklOd. 
There. my lord. 
. Ham. Ha, Ita! are you honeft 1 

Oph. My lord 1 
Ham. Are you fair? 
Oph. What means your Iordfhip ? 
Ha",. That. if you be honell:. and fair. YOIl fhould 

admit no di[cour[c to your beauty 8. 

, - gwlt pith-] Thu. the folio. 'the quarto, read, of gnlt pitth. 
S71tltVltNI. 

«> - I.rlf awry,] Thus the 'purto.. The folio-turn "'W":I' 
STJ:ltVIINI. 

, - Ny",ph, i. thy ori{o"" &c.) Thl il a touch of Dature. Ham
let, at the 61ht of Opbelia, doc. not Immediately recolletl, dat he 
i, to perfontte madnef., but makes her aD addrefslrave and fokmJl, 
(ueh as the foregoinlllleditation excited in hi, thoughts. JONNJO)!. 

• 'Ib." if .JOII b. b.,ttj/, ""d f.ir,/.II jb.llltJ "a",it fl. ai/tlllr!. t. 
,our b<".t,.] 'Chis ia the reading 0 .u the modern editions, and i. 
c:opied from the quarto. The folio faMcls.-Jour honeLty />",IJ "aei' 
'fo ai/".rle ,. ,.,,, htllll". The true rel4ial fums to be thiJ : 'If 
y'u k hon'.f/."a fllir, :10" /h",I. tlJ""J" ,ur hoaeJty t,_ "if".rl' wi' D 

. ,.". ~t'"~f' This is the l'Cllfe IVic1c:a 'I required by the proc:e(s of the 
eOllycrfatloll. jOMNsOlh 
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Opb. Could beauty, my lord, have better commerce 

than with honefty ? \ 
Ham. Ay, truly; for the power of beauty will fooner 

transform honefty from what it is to a bawd, than the 
force of honefty can tranflate beauty into his likenl!fs P: 
this was fome time a paradox, but now the ti.m~ gives 
it proof. I did love you once. . 

Opb. Indeed, my lord, you made me believe Co. 
Ham. You 1hould not have believed me: for virt)le 

cannot fo inoculate lour old ftock, but we 1hall reliili of 
i t : I loved you not. • 

Oph. I was the more decei oed. 
Ham. Get thee to a nunnery; Why would'ft thou be" 

breeder of /inners? I am myfelf indifferent honell; but 
yet I could accu(e me of filch things, that it re better. 

y mother had not borne me ~: I am very proud, re
vengeful, ambitious; with more offences at my beck, 
than I have thoughts to put them in 3, imagination to 
give them Ihape, or time to att them in: What Ihould 
fuch fellows as I .do cra}Vling between earth and heaven 1 
We are arrant knaves, all i believe none of us: Go thy 
ways to a nunnery. Where' s your father 1 

Opb. At home, my lord. 
Ham. Let the doors be iliut upon him; that he mar. 

play the fool no where but in's own houfe. Farewe. 

9 _ inlo his lii'lItJl:] The modern editor. read ill likenef. I but 
the text is right. Shakfpeare and hi' ton tempo sri •• frequently ufe the 
perfon; ! for the neutral pronoun. So Spenfer, Fal'Y §l.MW', D.llI. e. ill;. 

" Then forth it breaka; and with his furious blall, 
lC Co"foun.d . both land and feas, and /kies doth overtaft." 

'See p. 1.2.1, O. 6. MALON E . 
~ _ m • ..,lalt - J This ;s the reading of the firft folio. The 6r/l; 

Cluarto reads I1I0eMlal; the fecond, .u~r*"ll and the third ,,,,atMIlII. 
STItItVJ!N' • 

• 1 enlJ "« Mf' ., 0/ forb Ihillgs, Ihlll il ,"url /utt", .. , ",oth" b,,1 
tlol horn. III':] SOt in our poet'. SSth Sonnet: . 

.. -- 1 Cln fet down a ftory 
" Of faults t~nceal·d. wherein 1 am attainted." MALoNa. 

_;Ib _.re offi.'" "I ., bed, 1611n I ha1J' thoughts to put them 
ia,l <r'/'lIllItbi"li.IOlhoMgbt. is to Ibid on it. JOHN.ON. I 

- at !lOy buk,-J That is, III'WII,' WId!,. nm'lIb.u! III"~ 
STJ!JlVltN " 

U3 
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Oph. 0, htlp him, you fweet heavens! 
Ham. If thou doll marry, I'll give thee this plague for 

thy dowry; Be thou as challe as ice, as pure as inow, 
thou {halt not efcape calumny. Get thee to a nunnery; 
farewel: Or, if thou wilt needs marry, marry a fool; ' 
for wife men know well enough, what monfiers YOIl 

.make of them • • To a nunnery, go; and 'J,llickly' too. 
Farewel. 

Opb. Heavenly powers, rellore him! 
Ham. I have heard of your paintings too, well 

enough'; God hath given you one face, and you make 
yourIelves another; you jig, YrOU amble, and you lifp, 
and nick:'name God's creatllres, and make your wan
'tonnefs your ignorance 6: Go to; I'll no more of't; it 
hath made me mad. I fay, we will have no more mar
riages: thofe that are' married alre~dy, all but one, 
ihall live·; the reft fha\l keep as they are. To a Dun
llery. go. [Exit Hamlet. 

Opb. 0, what a noble mind is here 'o'e thrown! 
,'fhe courtier's, foldier'., fcho~ar's. eye, tongue. fword 1; 

, 1 /""",e btlm/ if ,ollr p2inting. tDO, utll t"Dkgb, &c.] Thi. is 
1!-ccordin, to the quarto; the folio, for p"j~liwgl, has Ir/lllli"I" and for 
i!ct, hu I'"t, which agrees with what foUows, JDU jigg,you-"",bI, • 
.Probably the authour wrote both. I think the common reading bette 

JOHNSON. 

I would continue to read,l'ai.,i"g', becaufe thefe defrructi,e aid, 
IOfbeauty feem, in the time of Shakfpeare, to have been general ob • 

.. jectsof fatire. STEEVltN8. 
6 _ fWlIA" .. , w"nlonntf' YOllr ignDrintt:] You miftake by wantD" 

affection, and pretend to miftake by ignor"ntt. J 011 N' 0 N. 

• -.11 hilI on. /btll/ Ii"" j) By the one who /hall not live, he 
means, his fiep-father, MALON E. 

7 'Ihecourlitr'"fo/ditr",lebolar'l, 'Y', tongu., IUDrdi) The poet 
certainly meant to have placed his word. th\ll' • 

'Iht tI"rti"',, lebD/ar'" fD/din '" 'Yt, 'DIIgUt, fWDrd i 
otherwife the excellence of 10.gll. is appropriated to the folditr, and the 
lebD/ar wears the fword. WAil N J: II, 

This regulation is needlefs. So, in 'Ia''1"i" and Luer." I 
" - princes are the gl"fi, the feboo/, the b.,A, 
" . Whe,e fubjeth' eyrs do I •• r". do rt~i, do iH~." 

And in !t0i./ilia.: 'I "ultum agit fex~., :etas, conditio; ut in 
/lltllinis,!tII;b,ll, t,tillis, lib'rQI, t""IlItl, 'rn/llr;tl, alJi,antibu.," 

FAUUR, 

The 
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The expeflancy and rofe of the fair frate, 
The glafsof faillion, and the mould ofform'~ 
The obferv'd of all obfervcrs! quit~, quite down 1 
And I, of ladies moft dejeCt \) and wretched, 
That fuck'd the honey of his mufick vows, 
Now fee that noble and moll foverejgn reafon, 
Like fweet bells jangled, out of tune J lind hadh ; 
That unmatch'd form and feature ~ ofWown youth. 
Blafted with ecfiafy J: 0, woe is me ! 
To have feen what I have feen, fee what I fee! 

Rt-enttr King, o1ld POLONll1S. 

King. Love! his affccbons do not that way tend; 
Nor what he fpake, though it lack'd form a little, 
Was not like madnefs. There's fomelhing in his fouI. 
O'er which his melancholy fits on brood; 
And, I do doubt, the hatch, and the difclofe +. 
Will be fome danger: Which for to prevent, . 
I have, in quick determination, 
Thus fet it down; He /hall with f-l'eed to England. 
For the demand of our negleCted tnbute : 
Haply, the feas, and countries different, 
With variable objeCts, ih 1l expel 
This fomething.fettled matter 10 his heart; 

• - tlu .. ould if fo'''~] The model by whom all endeavoured to 
[urm thprnrelv~.. JOIIN.OI{. 

9 -"'11 dejel:l-) So, in Heywood'. SU'II" Al'I 16131 
" --What knigbt is that 
c< Sl>paffionately dy'eB'" STILIVI!II. 

s _Nt of tune- ] Thus thefoli<!. The 'luarto-Qutof Ii"" . !lTlIIV. 
TheCe two word. In the h nd-writing of ShakCpeare's age are almoft 

indilHngui/habl., and bence are f{tquently confounded in the old copic •• 
SeeVol.lV,p.40,n . J. MALONI. • 

. "-and feature-] Thus the folio. The quartoJ readfialllrl. ST It It V. 

3 --wilh ediary :] The word ttjfafy was anciently ured to lignify 
fome degree of alienation of mind. 

So G. Douglas, tnnOating-fluit acri ji3<a dol." : 
" In tcj/aIJ /he ftood, 3nd m.d almaift." STIIVINI. 

See Vol. IV. p. 361,n' 9' MALONE. 
4 _ the c\iCclo(e,l Tbis was the tecbninl term. So, in the Mlliil 

of llDllo*r, by MaRing.,.; 
" One ai.rie with proportion ne'er diftlofu 
U The eagle and the wren." MALON II. 

U4 Whereon 
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Whereon his brains ftill beating. pats him thO! 
From fafhion of himfelf. What think you on't ? 

Pol. It fhall do well: But yet do> I believe. 
The o~igill and cOmmencement of his grief 
Sprung from negletled love.-How now. Ophelia?· 
You need not tell us what lord Hamlet faid ; 
We heard it all.-My lord. do as you pleafe; 
But. if you hold it fi • after the play. 
Let his queen mother all alone entreali him 
To fhew his grief; let her be round with him S ; 

And I'll be plac'd, fo pleafe you. in the ear 
Of all their conference: If fue find him not F 

To England fend him; or confine him, where 
Your wifdom beft fhall think. 

King. It fhall be fo: 
Madnefs in great ones mull not unwatch'd go. [Exeunt. 

seE N E II • 
.I Hall in . the fame. 

BnttrlfA,14LBT, ana certain PlaJfrs. 

Ram: Speak the fpec;ch, I pray you, as I pronounced 
it to you, trippingly on the tongue: but if you moutll it, 
as many of our players do. I had as lieve the town-crier 
{poke my lines. Nor do not faw the air too llluch wi h 
your hand. thus; but ufe all gently. for in the very 
lorrent, tempell, and (as I may fay) whirlwind of your 
paffion, you mull acquire and beget a temperance. that . 
may give it fmoothnefs. O. it offends me to the foul. to 
hear a robuftious perriwig-pated 6 fellow tear a. paffion 

to • 
J _ h. round. 'With him;] To be ,ot,,';] with a penon, Is to repri. 

mand bim with freedom. Sa, in A Mad W.rld my MtJjI.", by 
Middleton, 1640; If She', ,ollnd with ber i'faith." MALON 11:. 

/) - perriwig-paud-] This i. a ridicule on the quantity of fal(e hair 
worn in Shak(peare', time, for wigs were not in common ure till tbe 
reign of Charles II. In the TWD G.nlltmtn'f Y~,.na. Julia (ays-
" I'll get me fucb a co!our'd f>tr,iwig." 

Goff, wbo wrote feveral plays in the r ign of Jamn I. and was n, 
mean (cbolar, haa tl\c foliowillS lill , ill his tragedy of the CourtJgtorJl 
flil'J, 16lz~ 
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to tatters, to very rag~, to fplit the eats of the ground
lings 7; who, for the moll part, are capable of nothing 
but inexplicable dumb {bews, and oife': I would have 

fuch 

<, _ How now, you heavens, 
" Grow you fo proud you mult needs put on curl'd locks, 

• "And clothe yourfelves in p.rriGJiZJ of /ire?" . 
Players, however, feern to have worn them molt generaJly. So, in 

E.,,,y Wo"um i. her ·H"",.~r, 1609: "- as none weat hoods but 
monks and ladies; and feathen but fo,t.horfe., lee i-none ptrriwigs 
butpl"y", and pillures." ST£J:vrN •• 

7_ thtgroundlings ;-1 The meaner people then feem to have fpt 
below, as they now fit in the upper g.Uerr, who, not well under/hodin, 
poetical language, Were fometime. gratIfied by a mimicnl and mute 
reprefentation of the drama, previous to the dialogue. JOI/NSOll. 

Before each all of the traiedy of Joeajla, tr.nll~led from E.ri"iJ". 
by Geo. Gafeaigne and Fra. Kinwelmer/h, the order of thefe dumb 
thews is very minlltely defcribed. This play was prefenred at Gray" 
Inn by them in 1566. The mute exhibitions included in it Dre 
ch;e/lyemblematical, nor do they difplay a piehue of one fingle r. ene 
which is afterwards performed on tbe Ibge. In {orne other pieces I 
have !lbfervcd, that they ferve to introduce fuch cireumltanccs as the 
limits of a play would not admit to be reprefented. 

'Ihu! in Htrodud ,dnripQltr, 16u: 
" ---L,t., If ow 
II 1.trlill y •• r worthy poric"" to cellta;" 
II M,lCh ill irtlaginari.,,; alld, 'Whllt 'Word, 
.. Can.or ha",. ri",. t. ,mtr, Itt J.ur tytl, 
cc Our ojtbi, DUMB IHOW, ttllyourllltmori"." 

In /horr, dumb OIew. fometimes fupplied deficiencies, and, at 
others, filled Up the fpace of time wmch was necerrary to pafl while 
bu6nefs was (uppofed to be tunfalled ill foreign pam. With this 
method of prrferving one of tbe unities, our anceltorl .ppe.r to have 
been {atis6-ed. . 

Ben Jonfoo mentions the tr,II.tll;ng' , with equal contempt ... The 
underftandill, gentlemen of the Ir,und here." 

Again, in <[bt Cajli' Alur'J, 1609 :-" a tude barbarous crew, that 
have no brains, and yet gr.unded judgmentJ; they will hif, any thilll 
that mounts above their gr.undtd capacities;' 

In our early play.houfu the pit had neither /loor nor bench ... 
Hence the term of grolll/J/ingl for thofe who frequented it. 

The grollndling, in iu I>rimitiYe fianincation, means a filh which 
always keep' at the bot«.m of the water. STI!J:VJ:N8. 
• • - art capable .f ".,Ling hut im/plied/, d~/.b jbl'Wl, IIIfJ .oi(.:] 
I. e. hne a ealadt, fo, pothing but dumb /hew I ; "nd"flalld ""thing 
elfe. So, ill HeywooQ" BijI.rJ oj W'.'''' lDJ4; "1 have therein 

imitatecl 



%98 HAM LET. 
fuch a fello,v whipp'd for o'er-doing Termagant 9; it out. 
herods Herod I: Pray you, avoid it. 

1 • Play. I warrant your honour. 
Ham • 

• 
imitated our biftorical and comical poets, that write to the Ita e ; who, 
JeR: the auditory a.ould be dulled with ferio,-s difeourfes, in every.ael: 
prefent fame zany, with hb mimick gellure to breed in the lefs cap.bl, 
mirth and laugh er." See Vol. VI. p. 5"5, n. 7- MALONE. 

_ i •• xplicabl. dumb jh=.,] I believe the meaning is, /h=., 'Witb
ellt 'l~rd. t.,xpla;" Ib,m. J OHNSO:tl. 

Rather, I believe, /hews which are too confu(edly conduaed to ex
plain themfelves. 

1 meet with one of tbefe in Heywood's pit y of the FOllr Pr.ntiets oJ 
L OlldM, l632."where the Prif.ntu (ays, 

ee 1 mull entreat your patience to forbear 
" While we do feali your eye, and Ilarve your ear. 
c< For in dumb /hew., which were they writ at largt 
,e Would alk a long .nd tedious circumllance, 
" Their infant for tunes I will foon expre(s:" &c. 

Then follow the dumb jh=., which well defene the, araa.r Hamlet 
has already given of tliis fpecies of entertainment, as may be feell 
(rom the following palTage: "Enter Tancred, with Bella Franca 
richly attired: /he !om,what affiBing him, though /he md,. n • ./bow if 
;t," Surely this may be called an iIIexplicabi. dumb /hl'W." ST i EVENS. 

P 'Ttrmagant;] 'Termagant wu a Saracen deity, ve y clamorou. 
and violent in the old moralities. PEaCy. 

«,rml1~ant is mentioned by Spenfer in hi. Fairy ~~tln, and by 
• Chaucer In 'Th. 'Tall of Sir 'Topa,; and by B. and Fletcher in A Kinr 

.IId n. King, as follQws: 
"This would make a faintiwear like a (oldier, and a faldier lik= 

~er",agant." 
Again, in Ram.AII.y, or Mury '['rich, 16n I 

" - (wears, God blefs us, 
r< Like. very 'Termaga"t." 

Again, in 'The PiCiure, by Mallinger I 
" _ a hundred thoufand Turks 
" . A(fail'd him, every one a 'T"",atagnt." STJ:J:VltNS. 

I _ out-buod. H"oJ: 1 The charaaer of Herod in the ancient 
my/\,eriel was always a violent one: 

See the Conv.ntri4 L"du. among th,e Cotton MR'. Vefpa6an D. v J: h 

" Now I regne Iyk a kyng arayd ful rych, 
" Rollyd in rynggs and robys of array, 
" Dukya with denty. I dry~e into the dy h ; 
If My dedya be ful dowty demyd b day," 

Ailin, 
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Ha",. Be not too tame neither, but let your own dif. 

,:retion be your tutor: fuit the attioa to the ~ ord, the 
}Vord to the alt1on; with this fpetial obfervancc, that 
you o'er-Rep not the: modefryof nature.: for any thing 
fa overdone is from tbe purpore of playIng, who e cnd, 

IIgain, in the qbtft.r WbitJu PIIIJI, MCs. Harl. :1.013 , 
" I kynge of kyngu, non foe keene, 
., I foYraigne fir, as well i feene, 
•• I tyrant that maye bouth take and teenc: 
.. Caftell tower, and towne; 

.. I weide this worlde withouten wene, 

.. I beate all thofe unbuxoine b ne; 
" I driYC the devill. alby dene 
" Deepe in hell adowne. 

" For I am kynlle of all mankinde, 
.. 1 byd, 1 beate, I lo(e, 1 bynde ; 
" I ma~r the moone; take this in m1nd~ 
" That I am mofr of mighte. 
Cl 1 arne the greateft above degre~, 
" 1'hat is, that was, or ever thall be; 
" Tbe fono~ it dare Dot thine on me, 
Ie And I byd him go-. downe. 

" No nine to fallthall now be free, 
.. Nor no lorde thall have that liberty 
.. Th.t dare abyde and 1 byd fleey, 
" But I /hall crake hi. crllwneo" j 

See the P'intn,r', PIli" p. 61. 
Chaucer defcribing a I'arilh clerk, in his Mill,,', Tlllt, f.y., 

" He playeth H,nd, on a ikalfold high." 
The paria, clerks and other fubClrdinate ecc1efiatlkkt appear to have 
been our fuft aaors, and to have rtprcfented their chlnaera o. dif. 
tina pulpit. or !clltr.ld,. Thu., in one of the fta&e .direaior:. to the 
2.7th pageant in the Co,entry colleaion already mentioned; " What 
tyme that proceffion i. entered ioto yt place, and the Herowdy. takyn 
hi.!cba/faldt, and Annu and Cayphu their JcbajfllldJI," &c. STJ:ItV. 

To tlie infrances given by Mr. Steeven. of Herod', lofty languace, 
may be added thefe linea from the Coventry play. among the CottOQ 
Mf.s.P·92 • 

(f Of bewte and of boldoes I ber evermor the belle, 
.. Of mayn and of myght I mafier eYery man ; 
.. I dynge with my dowtiDef. the deYyl down to helle, 
" For bothe of he~YD and of arth 1 am kJnge certayo." 

MilLON'" 

both 
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both at the firft, and now, was,' and is, to hold as 
'twere the mirrour up to nature; to /hew virtue her own 
feature, {oorn her own image, and the very age and 
body of the time", his form and prefi"ore', Now this, 
over-done, or come tardy off, though it make the un
ikilful laugh, cannot but make the judicious grieve; I 

the cenfure of which one 4, muft, in your 'allowance'. 
o'er-weigh a whole theatre of others. 0, there ~ 
players 6, that I have (een play,-and heard oiliers 

praiCe. 

" - age lind body of Ibl time,-J To exhibit the/Dr. IIlfd ,rtffii,. 
of the tile of the li",e • . is, to reprefent the m~nnert of the time {uitab~e 
to the period thllt is treated of, aCGording u it lI)ay be ancient, or 
modern. STEEVEN •• 

Dr. , Johnfon fays, "tbe "l' of Ibe Ii"" can hardlr pars." Mr. ~ 
Steevena has endeavoured to eltplalll it. But perhaps Shakfpeare did 
Dot mean to connea thefe words. It is the end of playing, fays Hamlet, 
to Ihew the age in which we live, and the body of the time, its form 
and pretrure; to deline.te enaly the manners of the age, and the 
partitular humour of the day. MALOI'IE. 

3 - I'''eJ!rJre-] Ref.mblance, as in apn"t. JOHNS ON. ' 
4- -IL"u/"re of 'Wblcb on" &c.] Ben Jonfon (eems to h.ve imitate4 

this patrage In hi. POtllljltr, 1601; 
" -- I wiU try 
" If tragedy bave a more kind .rpea; 
" Her (av9urs in my nut I will purfue; 
" Where if I prove the ~1'IlJ." 6111 of ,IU • 
.. If h, j udiei.", b., b. follli b. ilion. 
" A theatr, Ullto Ift,.u MALON E. 

5 _ iw Jour allowance,) In your approbation. See VGI. VIU~ 
p. 570, n. 8. MALONE. 

6 _ 0, 'bu. be r./aym, kC.] I would read thus: cc Thr be 
players, that I have een play, and heard othert praife, and thal highly 
(n,ot tofpeak profanely) that neither having the accenr nor tbe gaie 
of chriaian, pagan, nor M".I!"1Man, have fo (hutted and bellowed. 
that I thought (orne of nature'. journeymen had made fb, .t"~ and 
DOt made them well," &c. FA.MER. 

I have no doubt that our authour wrote-" that I tbought (ome of 
nature' , journeymen had made tbem, and not made them well,':" &c. 
<Ibtm and ",e~ are frequently confounded in the old copies. See the 
C.III.4J Df Errors, Aa, II. fc. ii. folio, 167.3 ;-" becaufe it i •• 
blelling that he beftows on beaJh, an.:! what he hath fcanted ,be. 
Cr. /lie.] in hair, he barh given them in wit."-In the pre(ent in. 
fiance the comp06tor probably caught tht. word _If from the tall fyl
lable "f j •• r~tymeD. Shakfpeare could DOt mean to alTert as a general 
trllth, that natlllc's journeymCll had made /II", i, e. aU mankind; 

for, 
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• praife, and that highly,-not to fpeak it profanely 7. 

that, neither having tbe accent of chriftians, nor the 
gait of chriftian, pagan, nor man, have fo ftrutted , and 
lIellow'd, that 1 have thought fome of oatllre's journey-

.. men had made men. and not made wm well, they 
imitated humanity fo abominably. 

I. Play. I hope, we have reform'd that indiiferently 
with us. 

Ham, 0, reform it altogether. And let thofe, that 
play your downs, fpeak no more than is fet down for 
them 8: for there be of them, that will themfelvet 

laugh, 

for, if that were d,e caCe, thefe firutting players would bave been oa 
a footin, with the reft of the fpecie l . N ature herfelf, the poet meaq. 
to fay, made allmankind except thefe ftruttin, players, and th~y were 
made by Nature,. journtylll.n. 

A pafrage in King L.ar, in which we meet with the fame fentiment, 
b my opinion, fully fupports the emendation now propofed : 

" K.nt. Nallire diftlaims in T H It II, a tail.r trIad. THIt .. 

" C"'" Thou art a itranse fellow: A tailor make a man I 
" K .. t. Ay, a tailor, lir; a /tone-cutter or a painter [lVatll,h 

j.llrll.Y",u 1 could not have lOa de bi", (0 ill, though he had been bllt 
two hours at the traue ." MA1.0IU. 

7 _ "ot t. {p.d it prifan./y-J Prifaott, feems to relate, Dot to 
the praire which he haa mentioned, but to the eenfure which he 11 
about to utter. Any grofl or indeUcate language WII caUed ,rif.",. 

}OIUIIOJl. 
So, in Otb.ll. 1-" he ii a moll pofa., and liberal counfellor." 

. M.UOMIU 

8 _ fl"" If. _'TI fhllll i, f.t tlOf"" for tM'" 'J SO, 111 'I'll. "*"ti/'" 
by BlOme, 1638: 

" - you-, lir, are incorriaible, and 
" Take licUlce to yoarfclf to add unto 
.. Your parn, your own free fancy," &c. 
-" That i. a way, my lord, haa been allow'd 
" On elder ftages, to mo ... e mirth and lauchter." 
- " Yel, in the day. of '1'.,1'0., and of K •• ,<, 
" Before the Illge was purg'd from barblrifm," ace. 

Stowe inform. UI, (p, 691, edit, 1615,) that among the twll1le 
playe .. who were (worn the q..ecn'. (ervants in 1583, .. were two tare 
men, .iz. Thorn .. Wilfon, for a quicke delicate renDed tltWlfporMI 
..,;11; and Richard Tuleto:!, for a wondrou. plentifull. pleafant 1It

""" .... 11 .,,;11," &e • 
.A.,ain, in Tarltton's lV,." fr.", P.rl.t.r,: fC _ I abfenred my

(elf (rom III plaiu, II wan tine that metr)" Rofciul of plaien that 
(amarcd all comedic. (1/ 9ith 1Ii1 pleafaDC 'Ac! 1/I1""/or~1 iIt_
iolf"~ STEEl"". 
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laugh, to fet on rome quantity of barren fpeClators to 
laugh too; though, in the mean time, fome necelfary 
queilion of the play be then to be confidered: that's 
villainous; and lhews a molt pitiful ambition in the 
foohhat ufes it. Go, make you ready.-

[EXtllnt Players. 

Enter POLONIUS, ROSI!NCRANTZ, and' GUILDI!N
STERN. 

How now, my lord? will the king hear this piece of 
work? 

Pol. And the queen too, and tbat prefently. 
Ham. Bid the players make hafte.- [Exit POLONIUS. 

Will you two help to haften them? 
, Both. Ay, my lord. [Exeunt Ros. and GUlL. 

Ham. What, ho; ,Horatio ! 
Enter HORATIO. 

Hor~ Here, fweet lord, at your fervice. 
Ham. Horatio. thou art e'en as juft a man 

As e'er my converfation cop' d·withal. 
HQr. 0, my dear lord,
Ham. Nay, do 'not think I /latter: 

For what advancement may I hope from thee. 
That no revenue haft, but thy good fpirits, 
To feed, and doath thee l Why lhould the poor be flat-

ter'd? 
No, let the candy'd tongue lick abfurd" pomp i 
And crook the pregnant hinges of the knee 1>. 

Where thrift may follow fawning. Doil thou bear? 
Since my dear foul' was miftrefs of her choice. 
And could of men diftinguilh her eleClion, 

The down very often addreJfed the audiente, in the middle of the 
play, and entered into a con.tell cf raillery and {arcm{m with ruth of 
the audience as cboc" to encage with him. It is to tbis abfurd prac. 
tice tbat Shak.{peare alludes. See the Hift"j,.1 Account of our Dill 
E.c1ifo'Tbutm. Vol. I. Part II. MALONE. 

~ - tbl pregnant bu.g" "/ ,6tJnu.] I Dclieye the {enfe of ,reg,,,,,,t in tbis place is, fuk., r,.Jy, frompt. JOHN.ON. 

~ - tIIy dear 10111-J D,"r I.M/ IS an cllpreRiOIl cllliinlent to the 
tIM 'YfI,.1", ti~ ~1'tf, of Helmer. ST'~UI(l. 

She 
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She hath feal'd thee for herfelP: for thou hall: been 
As one, in [uffering all, that [uffer nothing; 
A man, that fortune'~ buffets and rewards 
Haft ta'n with equal thanks: and bleft are thofe, 
Whore blood and judgment 3 are fo well co-mingled 4 ~ 
That.they are not a pipe for fortune's finger 
To found what ftop lhe pleafe: Give me that m~1\ 
That is not paffion's flave, and I will wear him 
In my lleart's core, ay, in my heart of heart, 
As 1 do thee.-Something too much of this.
There is a play to-night before the king; 
One fcene of it comes near the 'ircumfunce, 
Which I have told thee of my father's death. 
I pr'ythee, when thou fee'ft that act a-foot~ 
Even with the very comment of thy foul 
Obferve my uncle: if his occulted guilt 
Do not itfelf unkennel in one fpeech, 
It is a damned ghoft tbat we have feen ; 
And my imaginations are as foul 
As Vulcan's fiithy'. Give him heedful note ; 
For I mine eyes will riv~t to his face; 
And, after, we will both our judgments join 
In cenfure of his feeming. 

Hor. Well, my lord: 
If he fieal aught, the whilft this play is playing, 
And fcape detecting, I will pay the theft. 

Ha",. They are coming to the play; I muil: be idl~~ 
Get you a place. 

:a She hath flard tbufor herr.!!: 1 Thus the quarto. The folio reads;. 
And could of men diftinguitli, het elcaion 
Hath Ceal'd thee for hetfelf. MALON 1:. 

3 Whofe blood lua juagm.nt-] Accordi"g tQ the doftrine of the 
four humours, aprt and <onjtUnCl were feated in the blood, and jud,-
1f1tnt in t phlegm, and the due mixture of the humourl made .. 
perfea chraaer. JOIUISON. . 

4 _ eD.",ingled,) Thus the folio, The .quarto readl-tollledlt4. 
which bad formerly the (ame meani!)!:. MALON.K. • 

5 _ P"leal/', ft.ithy.] Stitb, is a Cmith·s 1l"'L'il. JOHNSON. • 
So, in <rroilu, III/a CrtjJiaa: • 

" Now by the forgt that ftitbita MarG's Stlm." 
So, in Greene's Card of Fa .. ", J6081-" determilled to 1Uikc on 

\be jJ.ilb \Vh.i.l~ dle irolt waa hot." ST U y .... , I, 

lJallij/l 



HAM LET, 

BaniJh march. A flourifo . Enter K.ing, <l!!een, POLO. 

!HUS,OPH ELlA, Ros EN eRA N T Z,GUll,D ENSTBRN, 

and Others. 
King. How fares our coufin Hamlet? 
Ham. Excellent, i' faith; of the camelion's djlh: I 

eat the air, promue-cramm'd: You cannot feed capons 
fo. 

King. I have nothing with this anfwer, Hamlet; 
thefe words are not mine. 

Ham. No, nor mine now 6. My 
once in the univerfity 7, you fay 1 

lord,-you play'd 
[to Polonius. 

Pol. 

6 -"or mint '12..w.] A 'man', words, fays the proverb, are lIis own 
DO longer tban he keeps them unfpoken. JOHN50N. 

7 _ you pla,J'd 0"," in .hl uni'1Jlrjity,] The pratrice of atring Lath 
plays 'in tbe univerfiti:. of Oxford and Cambridge, is very ancient, 
and .:ontinued to near the middle of the lalt century. They Were 
performed occafionally for the entertainment of princes and other 
Ireat penon ages ; and regularly at Chriltmas, at which time a Lord oj 
mifrult was appointed at Oxford, to regulate the exhibitions, and a 
1imilar officer wi th the title of Imperalor, at Cambrid~.. Tbe molt 
celebrated aCtors at Cambridge were the Itudent. of S~. John'. and 
King's colleges: at Oxford, thofe of Cbrilt-Church. In the hall of 
that college a Latin comedy called Marcuf Glmi. " and the Latin 
tragedy of Pn;gne, were perforrned before ~een Elizabeth in tbe year 
:t 566; and in J 564, the Latin tragedy of Dido was played before 
her majefty, when fue vifited the univerfity of Camloridge. Tbe ex
~ibition W31 in the body or nave of the cbapel of King's college, 
which was lighted by tbe royal guards, each of whom bo~ a ftaAL 
to"h in his hand. See Peck', Dejider. Cur. p. 36. n. x. The aCtors 
in thi. piece were all of that college. The authour of the tragedy, 
who in the Latin account of this royal vilit, in tbe Mofeum, rMSS. 
Baker, 7037, p. 2°3,1 is raid to bave been Re/Illis Colltgii oli .. Jodu" 
was, I belie.e, John Rightwife, who was eleCted a fellow of King'. 
collese, in J S07, and according to Anthony Wood, "made the tragedy 
of Dit/o out of Virgil, and aCted the fame with the f, ars oJ his 
fchool, [St. Paol's, of which he was appointed malter in 151.7.,) be.
lore' Cardinal Wolfey with great applauCe." In 1583, the fame play 
was peft'ormed at Oxford, in Chrift·Church hall, before Albertu, de 
Alafeo, a Poli/h princ~ Palatine, as _as Wiliiam Caser', La!in 
comedy, entitled Rh1al". On Eliubeth', {econd vifit til Oxford, in 
J 591, a rew years before the writing of the prefent play, fue was 
entertained 011 the J4th and 26th of Selltemb.r, with the reprefenta-

tioa 
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Pol. That did I, my lord : and was :lccounted a good 

actor. \ 
Ham. And what did you enact 1 
Pol. r did enact Julius Crefar': I w s kill'd i' the 

Capitol; Brutus kiU'd me. 
Ham. It was a brute part of him II, to kil1 fo capitll.l a 

calfthere.-Be the players ready? 
Rif. Ay, my lord; they fray upon your patience I. 
fi<!fUIt. Come hither, my dear Hamlet, fit by me. 
Ham . No, good mother, here's metal more attractive. 
POIA P ho! do you mark th.at 1 [10 Ibl kiltg. 
n«lIt. Lady, {haUL lie in JOur lap? 

[ryilt! dowII t Ophelia's {ttl·. 
Opb. 

tion of the Ian: mentioned play, and another Ladn comedy, ~alled 
B,I/.", Grammatical.. MALON~. 

It ihould feem from tbe following palTage in Vice Chancellor 
Hatcbet'. letter to Lord Burchley, on June ZI, J 580, tbat the com. 
mon pla}ers were Iikewife permitted to perform in the univerlitics. 
"Where jt hath pl.ared yeur honour to recommend my lord of 
Oxen ford hi, players, tbat they n illht Ihew their cunning in fevera.! 
plays alreaay praaifed by 'em befole the <l!!cen" MajeR/ ;-(de
nied on account of the peftJ lence and commencement 1)-" 0 late we 
denied tbe like to the right honourable the Lord of Leicciler hi, fer
"nl.... FARME •• 

S I did t"a£1 Juliul Czrar:-) A Latin play on the fubjeCl: of 
ezrar', death wu perforl1led at Chrill-Cburdl in Oxford, jn t 58~ ; 
•• d {eve tal year. before a Latin play on the fame fubjea, written by 
Jaques Grevin, was aaed in the college of Be.uvai" at I'arit . I 
fufpea th3t Utere was likewife an EnglHh play on the I!ory of Caefar 
before the time of Sh.Jd'pe.re. See Vol. VII. p. 307, n. J. and the i!.l/a} 
In,blorJtrofSbdfptart'spla}s, Vol. I. MA1.0N.E. 

P - II '"'''' a brute part of bll",-) Sir John Harrington, in his 
MtI.morpbojs of AjoJt, J 596, hu the fame quibble: "0 bra.e_ 
minded Brutus! but this I mull: truly fay, they were two brutijb 1-ar,. 
both of him and you i one 10 kill his fon. (or trc;l(on, tbe other to kiU 
ail father in trearon." STS&V1NS. 

I _ tbry jlJJJ "po" Jour p.tttnu.l May it not be read more in
ItlJj ibly, Tbl} jlay up •• ,our pie fure. in Matbttb it is : 

" Noble Macbeth, we Iby upon your kif",.." JOHNION • 
.. -at Opb,lia'sfttt.] To lie at the feet or. milhef. durinsan1 

dram.tic reprefent.tion, fcems to bave been a common aa of Cal
tutry. So, in the ~ .. " ofCor;r.tb, by B. and Fletcher t 

" U/bers her to her coach, litS.t bIT fttt 
" At fgl.",,. ",a!fulI, applaudin, what ~ lallcha a~." 

YO lo. IX. Jf: Asaln, 
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Oph. No. my lord. 
Ham. I mean. my head upon your lap 1 ? 
Oph. Ay, my lord. 
Ham. Do you think" J meant country matters 4? 
Oph. I think nothing, my lord. 
Ham. That's a fair thought to lie between maids' legs. 
Oph. What is, my lord! 
&m. Nothing. 
Oph. You are merry. my lord. 
Ham. Who, I? 
(Jph. Ay. my lord. 
Ham. O! your only jig-makers. What Ihould a 

man do, but be merry l for, look you, ' how cheerfully 

Again, in Cafcoigne's Grtene Knigb," farewell to Fancie; 
.. To lie along inladittlaptes," &c. . . 

'rhi, falbion, which Shakrpe.~~ probably deiigned to ridicule b] ap. 
propriating it to Hamlet during his dilrembled madners, is likewifc 
cxpoCed by Decker, in hi. G,,/t Hornhook, 1609 

Sec an eJ:trattfrom it among the preface •• ST1:ItYZNI. 
J do not conceive that this fa !hi on was intended to be ridiculed by 

Shak(peare. Deck~r, in Ilia G,,', Horneh.ok" Jnnighs in gencral 
againlt the cullom of 6tting on the Itage, but makes no mention of 
lying in ladies'la/., nor did any woman, I believe, 6t on the publitlr. 
~age. in our poet'S time. MALoNa. 

3 1 ",taft, &c.] This fpeech, and Opbelia', reply to it, are omitted il! 
the quartos. STzavaNS. 

4 Do yo" Ibid, 1 ""an' country matters 1] Dr. Jolv1fon, froDl I 
ca(u.1 inadvertence, propofed to read......country "''''''Url. The old 
reading is certainly right. What Shakfpeare meant to allude to, muft 
be too obvious to every reader, to r~quire any aplanatk·n. A1A LON I. 

5 _your Dnly j ig.maker. J A j ig, as has been already obferved, 
fignilied not only a dance, but 31(0 a ludicrous profe or metrical com
poJition, which in . our authour's time was fometimea reprcfented or 
(ung afttr a play. So, in the proloJ:ue to Fletcher" F.ir MJzid of Ibt 
10n t 

" _ when f01 approbation 
" A jig lbaU be c1app'd at, and every rbi"" 
" Prais'd and applauded by a clamorous cbime." 

See alfo p. '1.77, n.7. and rhe Biftorical ArCDIlnt -flh, old Engli) 
tbetJtrtJ, Vol, r. p, II. MALO~ J: . 

Many of thefe jiggs are entered in the books of the Stationcn' 
Company :_CI Philips his Jigg .of the Oyppers, ] 595; Kempe' Jig 
of the Kitchen.ftu/f.woIRaJI, 1595'" STI;nuu. 

illY 
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my mother looks, and my father died within there two 

OF !»RINCE DENMARK. 

hours. I 
Opb. Nay, 'tis twice two months, my lord. 
Ham. So long 1 Nay, then let the devil wear black. 

for I'll have a fuit of fables 6• 0 heavens! die two 
months ago, and not forgotten yet; Then there's hope. 
a great man's memory may out.live his life half a year: 
But, by'r-Iady, he mull: build churches then: or elfe 
fuall he fuffer not thinking on, with the hobby-horfe 7 ; 

whore epitaph; is, For, 0 ,for, 0, the hohhJ-hot;fi isffJrgDt·. 
i'rumltts 

6 NaJ, -tb.,,/a the Je.Jii 'Wit" b/ad, fo, l'll ba"" It fIJit ifrablei.] 
Nay then, fay' Hamlet, if my father be fa long «ad as you fay, let 
the devil wear black; as for me, (0 far from wearing I mourninc 
d{O(s, nl wear the moR: collly and magni6cent fuit that "11 be pro
cured ; a fllit t,i.m.d <witb fab/.I'. 

Our poet furnHhed Hamlet with·. fuit of fables on the prefent oc
fion, not, as I conceive, becau(e fuch a dre(. was (uited to .... 
country where it was bitter cold, and the air was nippiog and eager," 
(a. Dr.10ho(on (uppofed,) nor becau(e "a fuit of fables was the 
richell dre(. that could be worn io D.n_';., .. (as Mr. Steeven. ha 
fuggelted ,) of which prubably he had no knowledge, but bc:caufe a 
luit trimmed with fable. was io Shakfpeare', time the richell dref. 
worn by men in E"lland. We haye had again and I,ain ocufion to 
obferve, that, wherever hi, (cene might happen to be, the tu:lom of 
his own country were frill in hi. thoughts. 

By tht Ilatute ofopparel, ~ Henry VIII. c. 13. (artidef",m,) it 
i. ordained, that none uader the degree of an tarl may ufe flJbf". 

Bifhop (ays in hi. Blojfo"u, 1 577, fpeaking of the extravagance of 
thofe time., that a tbollfa"a dMca/ll were (ometime. ,'fen for" II 
fatl iffobles." 

That a fllit ifflJh/tI W81 the magnificent drels of our authour', time, 
appean from a paR'age in B.10n(oo', D-if,_"ill: If Would you not 
laugb to meet at'.a, cOMn!.If., if jlat., in a lIat cap, with bi, trunk
hofe, and a hqbby-horfe cloak, and yood habc:rdalher in a velvet iown 
trimm'd withflJbl .. , .. MALO IiE . 

7 - fuff" not tbidi"l on, witb tb. bohb,-bor!t;-) Amongft the 
country may-game. there wu an hobby-horfe, which. wben the puri_ 
tanical humour of tho(e times oppo(ed and diferedited thefe game., 
was brought by the poets nd ballad-makers as an inllance of the.ridi
«ulous zeol of the (eClatielt from thefe ballad. Hamlet quat .. a line or 
two • . WAI.I1I.TON • 

• 8 -.0, tb. b""b,_I1.,/, i'/.'rot.] In Lwe', UH.,', Loft. thi. line 
IIal[O Inttodu,td. 

X, 1. 
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:rrumpets found. crhe dumo flew folloWJ. 

Enter fl king and a gueen, "'try lovingly; the guu" 11Ir

bracing him, and he her. S.be kneels, and makes /hew of 
proteJ1ation unto him. R I talus her up .. and dec/inn his 
head upon her neck: Jays him down upon Ii hank of 
.flowers; jhe,fiei7lg him ajlllp, lea<f,'es him. Anon, COllrel 
in a fellow, takes off his crown, kijll1 it, and pours 
poifon in the Ring's ears, ana e:tiJ. 'The gueen returm ; 
finds the king d,ad, and malus ;ajJionate a8ion. Cf'ht 
poifoner, with flme two or three mutts, comes in agai", 
fieming to lament wilf her. Cf'he • dead body iJ carried 

. away. crhe poifoner '<Wooes the gueen with gifts; foe 
fiems loath and unwilling a wbi/e, hut i" the end, ae-
u;ts his 10'111. [Exeunf. 
O;b. What means this, my lord? . 
Ram. Marry, ' this is f!\icl1ing mallecho S1; it means 

mifchief. 
Oph. 

In TEXNOOAMIA, or the Ma,ritlg' if th • .Am,1618, i. the 
following /lage.direction. 

" Enter a bobby.horf., dancing the morrite," &c. 
Again, in B. and Fletcher" Woman Pltaftd: 

Sot •• « S"all the bobby.borf. be forkot then, 
" The hopeful bohby.b.,f., /hall he lie founder'd 1" 

The fcene in wnich t~i. pa{J'age is, will vrry amply confirm all th~ 
Dr. Warburton has faid concerning the hob"y,""f', . . 

Again, in Ben Jonfon" Entert.inment for tb. ~ttI' .nd Pri"" ,,' 
""lborp" 

" But fee, tb. hobby,"'rJ. is forsot, 
" Fool, it mull be your lot, . ,I To fupply his want with flee., 
.. And fome other buffoon graces." 

See 6gure 5 in the plate at the end of the Firll Part of K, Hen,] rl'. 
",ith Mr. Toilet'S obfervations on it. ST~~vJ:)lI . . 

9 _ ",i,hing tflal/"bo;] A (ectet and wicked contrivance; a con
cealed wickednef.. To ",icb is a provincial word, and was probably 
ODC. general, lignifying to lie hid, or play the truant. 1n Norfolk 
Wli btrt lignify pilferers. The lignification of ",i,bin, in the pr.feot 
patTage may be alcertained by a patT.ge in Decker'. Frontl'r/wl retl", 
4tO, ] 603: .. Thofe tlut could /hift for a time;-went moll bitterly 
~ith!ng ~nd muffled, up and down., wilh rile lid wormwood ftui!into 
thcir ciln and noftrills. ': 
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Opb. Belike. this thew imports the argument of the 

play. 
E",fer PIolog'te. , 

Ham. We thall know by this fellow: the players can-
not keep counr!!l; they'I! tell all. , 

Oph. Will he tell us what this fhew meant ? 
Halll. Ay, or any fhew that you'll fhew him: Be not 

you afhamed to fhew " he'll not fhame to tell you what it 
means • . 

Oph. YouaIe naught, you are naught j I'll markthcplay. 
Pro. For MS, and f o,.. our tragedy, 

Hert floop ing TO your clemency, 
We beg y our blaring patie"tly. 

-Ham. I s this a prologue, or the polY of a ring P 
Oph. 'Tis brief, my lord, . 
Ham. As woman's love. 

Enter a: King, and ,4 f<!!een . 
P. King. Full thirty times hath Phrehus cart ~ gone 

. round 
Neptune's falt wath, and Tellus' orbed ground; 
rAnd thirty dozen moons, with borrow'd fheen 3• 

About the world have times twelve thirties been; 

See alto Florio's Italian Ditlionary, 159S,in v. Arci4piflllrt." To 
.. ;cl,., to.lhrug or fncd In f Olll' corn." and with powting IlJld .Iipa to 
lItew (ome anger." In a fubCequenr palfage we find that the murderer 
before he puifolls the king makes dllmnllbl, jaclI. 

Where our peet met with tho word tfflll/IChD, which in Minllteu'. 
Spanilh Ditlionary, 161." , is defined Witl'tjtUl"fII, I am unable to .f. 
certain. In the folio, the word i. Cpelt fllil/ich. . The quarto ru tls 
- ",,,nching MatHea. Malli,. is printed in a diftintl chanael, as a 
proper name. MALON l!: . 

1 _ B, n.' Y DU ajbam'J I. /hew, &ce. J The converfation of Hamlet 
"jth Ophelia, which cannot fail to dl(llwft every modern reader, i, 
proba ly fuch as was peculiar to the young and faJhionabl e of the age 
of Sbakfpeare, wbleh war, by no mean. , an agc of delicacy. The 
poet iI, l1owever, blameable; for extravagance of thought, not inde
cency of expremon, is the ~haraaeri(Hc of madner_, at leaft of fucb 
madneCs If Ihould be reprefented <lD the fcene. STl!:l!:V~N'. 

~ - ( IIrl-1 A chariot was anciently fo called. Thu8 Ch~ucer III 
the Knight'. <f',,/e, late .cli~. ver. 2.02.4: 

., The (IIrt" overridden with his (a~t'" tiTIZ'VZ"', 
3 - jlm/l,J Splendour,lufue. ]oKlnoN •. 

Since 
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Since love our hearts, and Hymen did our hands ... 
Unite commutual in moil: facred bands. 

P. Qyeen. So many journeys may the fun and mooD. 
Make us aga~n count o'er, ere love be done! , 
)Jut, woe is me, you are fa lick of late. 
So far from cheer, and from your former il:ate, 
That I diftruil: you. Yet, though I diftruft, 
Discomfort you, my lord, it nothing mull: 
For women fear too much, even as they love 4 ; 

And women's fear and love hold quantity; 
In neither aught, or in extremity. 
Now, what my love iI', proof hath made you know ;
And as my love is flz'd, my fear is fa. 
Where love is great 5, the littleft doubts are fear; 
Where little fears grow great, great Jove grows there. 

P.King. 'Faith,l muft.leave thee, love, andfhortly too. 
My operant powers 6 their funaions 'leave to do: 
And thou fhalt live in this fair world behind. 
Honour'd, belov'd; and, haply, one as kind 
For huiband {halt thou- . 

4 _ «IttI a, th.y /0'tI. j] Here (_ to be a line lott,. which /houll 
have rhymed to/O'Vt. )OHIHON. 

Thi.line is omitted In the folios. Perhaps a rril'let Wal de6gned, 
and then inftcad of lon, we /hould read, lufl, Tile folio Sives the 
aellt line thus: 

cc For women', fear and IOTe hoM. q,ullntity." STZIIVII!!." 
Some trace of the loft line is found in the q,uarto, which reads, 

Bitb" "M' in neither aught, &c. 
PuhapI the words omi ttcd might have been of thi.'hDp'ort, 

Either Done tbty 1,,/, or an tlttef, apprO'UI j 
In neither aught, or in extremity. 

In two preceding patrage. in the q,uarto, half a line was inadnr.; 
tently omitted by the compo6tor. See p. 2.76, " tim. /m/tlef. Iliw., 
feeming," &c, and p, "91, "thul confcience dou make coward. of u. ,,1/ :-the worda inltalick charaaers are not fOllnd in the q,llarto. 

MALON" 
S Wbtre I"", &c.] There two linel are omitted in the folio. 

STI'EVZ"I; 
1\ _ operant I'fl'WtrI-J Op"., is alli ,~, Shakfpeara gives it in 

'!'ilion al an epithet to poif.", Heywood hat likewirc ufac! it in hi 
Royal King a.d Loy.1 5Mbjie, 1637 ; 

" - may my OPIr'"" parts 
or Each one forget their ollkc '" 

The word i, now obfolete, STI:nsN •• 
. P. ~ltll. 



PRINCE OF ,DENMARK:. 
P. ~tell. 0, confound the rell:! 

Such iove Olull: needs be treafon in my breaft: 
In fecond hufband let me be accbrll: I 
None wed the fecond, but who kiWd the lirft. 

Ham. That's wormwood. 
P. R..lleen. The inftances', that fecond marriage move 

AIe bafe refpefls of thrift, but none of love; 
A fecond time I kill my hufband dead, 
Wheu fecond hulband kilfes me in bed. 

P. King. I do believe, you think what now you (peak:, 
But, what we do determine, oft we break. 
Purpofe is but the flave to memory; 
Of violent birth, but poor validity: \ 
Which now, like fruit unripe. {licks on the tree; 
But fall, unlhaken, when they mellow be. 
,Moll: necelfary 'tis, that we forget . 
T o pay ourfelves what to ourfelves is debt a: 
What to ourfelves in pallion we propafe, 
.The paillon ending, doth the purpofe wfe. 
The violence of either grief or joy , 
.Theii own enaflures with themfelves defttoy9 ~ 
Wnere joy moll revels, grief doth moft lament; 
Grief joys, joy grieves, on fiender p.ccident. 
This world is not for aye; nor 'tis not ftrange, 
That even ODr loves fhould with ODr fOrtDnes changeJ 
For 'tis a quell:ion left us yet to prove, 
Whether love lead fortune, or elfe fortune love. 
The gre,at man down; you mark, his favourite flies; 
The poor advanc'd makes friends of enemies. 
And hitherto doth love on fortune tend: 
For who not needs, fhall never laCK a friend; 
And who in want a hollow friend doth try. 
nireflly feafons him his enemy. 

1 'Ih, i,./la"ctI~] The .oti~". TOHl'ION. 
8 _ wbat to ollrJtl"'u i. Jtbll] The performance of a rel'olution, 

(0 which only the 'V.I"", is interefted, is a debt ooly to bimfc1fl 
which be may therefore remit at ple.rure. JORlIlON. J 

11Th, ",iol",(. oj titber g.ief or joy . 
. Their OW" enalture • .",ilh th,,,,jtl,," tkJlro1 t] What crief or joy 
naS or determine In tbeir violence, i. revoked in their abatement. 
E"a8l1rts i. the word in tte liuUlo; all tbe moderA cditon hav.: 
~.a.rs. JOIIN.O". 

X of- Bllt, 
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But, orderly to end; where I b gun,
Our wills, and fates, do fo co.ntrary run, 
That our devites frill are overthrown; 
Our thoughts are ours, their ends none of oar own ; 
So think thou wilt no fecond palband wed; 
lJut die thy. thoughts, when thy firfr lord is dead. . 

P. ~.;mn. Nor earth to·me give food ., nor heavenlighr! 
Sport and repofe lock from me, day, and night! 
To defperation 2. turn my trail: a~a hope I 
;An anchor's cheer in prifon- be my fcope 3! 
'Each oppofite, that blanks the face of joy, 
Meet what! would have well, andit dellroy! . 
Both here, and hence, parfue me lalling frrife, 
If, onc~ a widow, ever I be wue I 

Ham. If /he fuould break it now,- [til Oph; 
P. King. 'Tis deeply fworn. Sweet, leave me here a 

while; 
My fpirits grow d"n, and fain I would beguile 
The tedious. day wim fleep. fJluil. 

P. f!{yttn. Sleep rock thy brain; 
And never come mifchance between U5 twain! [Exit. 

I Nor ."rlb tel me give/DoJ,-] Tho. the qUlIrto; 1604. The folie 
and the late editors read: 

Nor earth I. gru. mt food,-. 
An imperative or oputive verb Wal evidently inte cled here, as in 

the following line: "Sport and repofe I.d from me," &c, MALONI!. 
,.. 'To dtfptralion, &c.) This and the foUowing line are omitted in 

the folio. TI!I!VUU. 
3 A. ,,"cb.r', cbttr ill prifon ., m! fcopt I] May my whole Iiber 

and enjoyment be to li.e on hermit $ fare in a prilon. Ancbor is for 
,ucborel. JOHNSON. 

This abbreviation of the word a/ICbor., is very ancient. , lind it ill 
the Romance of Robert lb. D""i/, printed by W]nHn J.1YorJ.: t1 w. 
have robbed and killt'd nonne., holy fluoR"., preefte., cierke.," &c. 

Again, in The Pifion of Pi"ce PI_man: 
" As /IIIAtr' and ftermitt that h.old them in ber {elles.'· 

This and the foregoing line are not ill the folio. 1 belie.e we lhooli 
read-anchor's cbpi,. So, in the (etond Satire of Hall', fourth book, 
edit. 1602., p. 18s 

" Sit feven yeuel pining in liD .,/Chore', cbey", 
.. To win fome parcbed Alred. of minewere." STI!I!VI!JlS. 

Tbe old copies read-Ani anchor'. ,heer. The ,orrediop 11'11 

made by Mr. Theobald. MALONt. 
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Ham. Madam, how like you this play? 
fi2.Feen. The lady doth protell too much. methinks. 
Btl". 0, but {he'll keep her word • . 
King. Have you Maw the ar~\lment? Is there no ofM 

fence in't 1 
Ham. No" no, they do but jell:, paifon in jell j no of

fence j~ the world. 
Kiflg. What do you call the play? 
Ham. The moufe-trap~. Marry, how? Tro}?ically. 

This play is the ima~e of a murder done in Vienna; 
Gonzaga is the duke 5 name'; his wife, Baptifra·: 
you Ihall fee anon; 'tis a knavilh piece of work: But 
what of that? your majeUy. and we that have free fouls. 
it touches us not: Le~ die gall'd jade wince 7. our 
withers are unwrung.-

Enter LUCIANUS. 

,This. is one Lucianos, nephew to the kingS. , 
Oph. You are as good as a chorus, my lord. 

4 Tb ... ,,,/.-tr.,.] H~calls it the ",oM/l-trdp, becaufe it h 
-- the thing 

In which be'lIt.,eb the cllnfcienet of .he kin,. STXlIVlIN'. 
5 Con:ugo;, tb, duke's nd"'t;] Thus all tbe old copies: yet in the 

.fiage-direaion for the dumb Jhew, and the (ubfequent entralK:~, we 
.have" Enter a ki"l and queen," &c. and in the latter ,art of thl. 
fpeech both the quarto and folio read-Lutianus, nephew to the Iti"l' 

Thi, fee/Ding inconfiftency however may be reconciled. Tho\l&h 
the interlude If the i."ll of the murder of a tId. of Viellna, or hl 
other word. founded upon that /lory, .he poe: might make the princi_ 
pal perfon ofbiij.bll a king. M .HON". 

6 Baptijl_] is, I think. in Italian. the Dame ahvaya of .. man. 
JOHN.OI(. 

7 Lei tbeX"lrtIj.tI. ~inct, &c.) Thi. i,. proverbial (aYlIIg. So, ill 
])"",0" and Pytbia" lSh: 

" I know t~e ga/l'd boi' wlll fooneft 'Wine ." STltllvOI • • 
B -,..pb,,", to ,b. king.] - l. e. to the king in the play then repre

lented. The modern editors, following Mr. Theobald, read-" ne
phew to the J.kI," though they have not followed that editor ill {ub
ftituting iltd, ""J ",,/<b,(I, for Ai"g nJ '1"UII, in the dumb Jhew and 
r~bfequ~t cntraAce. There j, no need of deputiDs froltl t.he old cq-
piC'. See II. S. MAIoON'. • 

. Hpm, 
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Ham. I rould interpret between you and your lOTe~ 
if! could fee the puppets dallying 9. 

Oph. You are keen, my lord, you are keen. 
Ham. It would coft you a groan.ing, to take off my 

edge. ? 
Oph. Still better, and wone I, I 

Ham'. So you mifiake your hu/bands".-Begin, mur· 
derer ;-leave thy damnable faces, and begin. Come:
The croaking raven doth bellow f(lr revenge, 

Lilt. Thoughts black, llands apt, drugs fit, and time 
agreeing; 

Confederate feafon. elfe no creature feeing; 
Thou mixture rank, of midnight weeds colleCl:ed, 
With Hecat's ban thrice blaRed. thrice infeCl:ed, 
Thy natural magick and dire property, 
On w holefome bfe ufurp immediately. 

[pours the /Oifoll into the jletper' searl. 
Ham. 

P I eoult/ interpret, &c, J This refers to ~e interpreter, who formerly 
rat on the ftage at ,all ,"flinn. or puppet-jht'WI, and interpreted to the 
audience. So, in the 'Two Gtnllemen of Ptr01la: 

. " Oh excellent ,"olion f oh exceeding pupplt ! 
" Now will he inttrprtt for her." 

Again, in Oreent', Gr.at/w.rth of Wit, J6u: ,I -"It was I that 
penn'd the Moral of man's wit, the Dialogue of Di .... ond fllr feYeA 
Jun' fpace wa.~ abrolute iff"rfrtltr of Ibt ,_p,tIS." ~ T 2'£ ' "N S. 

I Sri// /,tIfft, anil ..... rf •• ] I. e. better in regard to the wit of your 
~od/, <nlt.d", but worle in refpetl of the croffitef, of your meaning. 

STE"VEN .. 
s S. JOII milhlce Jo~r b~foa~tls. J Read, S. J08 mull take "or hIIJ

'lI.tI,; that iI, Jor htrttr, Jor 'W.,ft. JOHN SON. 
Theobald propofed the fame reading in hi. Sbufttll" Rtflorttl, how. 

ever he loA: it afterwards. STI:E VUIl • 
.. So you miftalce your hulbaods." • 

1 belinc ' this to be right: the word is fometimes gfed in this \0111-
efOU I manner. "Your true trick rafeal (fais Vrfula in Barrb.l,.,rw 
Fair) muA: be ever bufie, and rtriJlde away the bottles aAd Cia" be. 
fore they be half tlrullk off,'· FAa MEa. . 

ACain, in nen Jonfon',s M.f,'" of Alii'''': I, -To _ijJd, lis 
torches froto the ch&sidry, lAd Sive tbcm ODC'" 

Apia, 
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Haiti. He poifons him i' the garden for his date. 

His name's Gonzago: the ll:ory is extant, and writteD 
in very choice Italian: You {hall fee anon, how the 
murderer gets the love of Gonzago's wife. 

Opb. The king rifes. 
Ham. What! frighted with falfe fire S! 
QyWf. How fares my lord t 
Poi. Give o'er the play. 
King. Give me fome light :-away! 
PIt. Lights, lights, lights 4! 

[E~eunt a/l hut HA M LET, .,,1 HOIL~ TIO~ 
Ham. Why. let the firucken deer go weep, 

The hart ungalled play: 
For fome mull: watch. while fome mull: lleep; 

Thus runs the world aw:ty.-
Would not this. fir, and a forell:<>ffeathers'. (iftllo tell 
of my fortonea turn Turk with met,) with two proven. 

, , 
Apin, in the ElJer Brother of Fletcher: 

" I feV' he will per(uade me to ",ifI.dl him." STXIVJ1U. 
I believe tbe maning is-you do amif, for your{e/vel to take hue • 

• and. for the worfe. You Ihould lake them only for the better. 
TOLLXT. 

S Whlll! frighl<ll wllb /tlilt ji,.,!] Thi. fpeecb is omitted ill the 
CJuartos. ST:a:aV:aJilS. 

4 Pol. Lightl, (sf,.] Thus the quarto. In the folio .All it pre
fixed to thil fpeech. MALONII. 

$ Wo"ld .Ollbi" jir, lI~tJ II fo,tjI oj feather., &Cc,] It 'ppe'" (rolll 
Dedcer', r.u/s HDrI"booh, that feathtfs were DluCh worn on the ftag 
in 5hakfpeare'. time. MALONE. 

6 _ turn Turk ""i,.h .e,] This exprefflon h.. occurred already in 
Mg,h Atio d,,,, N.tl;ill~, and I have met with it in {"eral old come.
dies. So, in Greene's 'T" ~of.e, J S99: " Thi. it i, to 'UII 'T"," 
from an abfoJdte and molt compleat gentleman, to a moll ablY,d, 
ridiculoul, and fond lover." It meanJ, I believe, no mo", than to 
change cODdition fanufticall y. Again, in Decker'. Ho.tft WW" 
1635 : 

.. - 'til damnation, 

.. If you I.'. 'T.,. again .. ' 
Perhapi the pbrafe had its rife (rom fOllle popular Jtory liJce that of 

Ward aDd DII.jiAer, th~ two famous piratel; an account of whOfe 
OTerthrOW wal pubUllaed by A, Barker 1609; -and, in 16a, a Pial 
wu written 011 dac Came ("pica called A Cb,illi." lImN 'T",'. 

ST •• "J:JI·· 
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cial rofes' 0;\ my razed {hoes 8, get me a fellowlhip in a 
cry of players 9, fir? 

HOI'. Half a {hare, 
Ham. A whole one, I I. 

fo( thou doft know, 0 Damon dears, 
This realm difmantled was 

Of Jove himrelf; and now reigns here 
A very, very-peacock 3• 

HOI". You might have rhymed. I 

'I _ owitlrtwo Provencial rcftl,~) The old copies have 1'lI'IIio"a'. 
which a. Mr. Warton h31 obfen~.d, was undoubtedly a mifpelling for 
Pro",.ntial, or Ptoven5al, i. e. rofes of Pro.ence, "a beautiful (pecie, 
of rofe fo~merly much cultivated." Here, : ofea of ribband. mull be 
underll06d. MALONK. . 

When ihoe.llrings were worn, they were cover~ where they met in 
the middle by a ribband, g.thered in the form ofa rofe. So, ill an old fODgl 

" Gild.roy waG a b nny boy, 
. .. Had rofes tul: his ihoon.'· JOHNSON. 

II -.n Illy razed fo0"' ] Tbe quarto. h., raz'J; the folio-rae'.I, 
It is the fame word diffe~ently fpelt. Raz,d flm art. /hoes jlrtduJ. 
See Minlheu's D,eT. in v. To NIJ •. "To thefe their nether-ftock .. , 
(fay. Stubbe, in hii Anat.mi. oj A buJ •• , J583.) they (the people of 
England] have corked flom, pinfnets, and pantoflles, which be.re 
them up a finger or two from the ground; whereof fome be of white 
leather, fome ofblacke, and fome of red; fome of black velvet, fomeof 
white, (orne of ..re.d. fome of greene,-rt.CtJ, carved, cut, aocl ftiched all 
over w itb }ilkt, and hied On with gold, til.er,and fuch like." MAr.O';E. 

9 _ a cry of P'il'lUS-) A troop or company of playen. So, in 
C,,;olao/ll: 

" - You have made good work, 
" You, alld your "1." 

Again, in A jlrang. Horle-ra", by Thomas Decker, 16J31" The 
hft race they ran, (for you muO: know they had many,) was from a "1 
of ferj eants." MALOI"'. 

I Hor. Half a /bare. 
Haml. A wbo'. ,n., I.] It /bould be, I think, 

A whole one j-"Y,-
For &c. 

The aaors in our authour's rime had not annual falariet as at prefent: 
The whole receipt. of each theatre ",ere divided into /barel, of whiCh 
the proprietors of the theatre, or """J, .•• eper" al th~ were caUed, hali 
(orne; and each aaor hid Doe or 11"ore /barel, or part of a /bare, accord
jog to his merit, Sec Tbt Acco.n, .flb. AJlti,.t Tb'II'" " Vol. I. PartlI. 

MALONE. 
s _ 0 Damon Jtar,] Hamlet caUs Hon-do t.,. this DlIIIe, in allu

hOIl to the celcbr~ted fr iclldlbip betweell /)1111011 IIMl P,/bill" A play 
011 
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Ha1ll . 0 good Horatio l'U take the ghoft's word for a 

thoufaud pound. Didft perceive 1 
Hor. ery welt my lord. 
H am. Upon the talk of the poifoning,
Hor. I did very wen note him. 

on this fubjell was w.;ltten by Rith. Idwards, and publilhtd in J sg~. 
, STlIl!~lN S . 

The friend /hip of Damon and Pythl .. i. alfo tDlarged upon in a 
book that was probably very popular in Shilkfpe:ue"youth, Sir Thomas 
Elliot', GO'fJtrn! ur, 15 3. MALCll" E. 

J A ""'Y ""'y- ptatotk.l Thi •• lIudu to a (abl~ of the bird. 
choofing a king; inAead of tlie eagle, a peacock.. PoP lI. 

The old topies have it I",i ... , ,_ieotA., and ,aj.dt. J ( .. bfiitata 
tadJ.cl, as n.areA to the trate. ,,( the tOlrupted .uding. 1 have, IS 

Mr. Pope fays, beeD willing to f"bltitute a1lY thing in the phte of his 
t ,"cocl. He thin s a fable alluded to, of the birds thoofing a kiDg; 
Joaead o ( tbe IlIg7t. a ,tllCOCIt. 1 fuppoCe, he mull mean the f.ble of 
Barlandus, in whith It is (aid, the birds, bdng we~ry of th.ir th te of 
aDorcby, moved for the (ettiog up of a king; and the ,,,"c,rk WILl 

eleCted on actount of bis gay feathers. But, with fubmillion, in thi 
paflage of ourShakCpeare, there is not the leaa mention made of th. 
,"gl. in ~ntithefis to tbe "'ilc~d; and it mull be by a very uncommon 
figure, that Jove himfelf aands in lbe place of his oi"l. I think, 
Hamlet is (ettlng his fathn', and unclc', charafleu in tOntna to each 
other: and mean. tu C.y, that by hi. fatber'. death the aate was 
fuipp'd of a gOdlike monarch, and that now in his nead reign'd the 
mon defpicable poifonou. animal ,hat could be; a IDere I)/JJd~ck, or 
t,"d. PAD, b,,/., ,,,b.14 ",tJj~'; a toad. Thi. word, 1 take to be 
of Hamlet'. own lubllituting. Tbe .erfes, re?eat>d, feem to be (rom 
(om~ old ballad; in wbich, rhyme being neteJl'",y, I doubt not but 
the laa ,er(e ran tbu. 

A"",y, ..,.,y--a(s. THEuBALD. 
A pt.coci feems proverbial for a fool. Th"l Gafi',ig •• in hi. WmJ't 

.. A the fe, atowarde, and ap.llcod, foole." FA.MEa . 
In the !all f<tne of thi • • a, Hamlet, fpeak,"g of the king, u~ s th. 

uprdlion w!lith Theobald would introdute I 
.. Would from a taJJock, from a bat, a ,ib, 
.. Such dear concernments bide 1" 

The reading, p,"eGei, whith 1 believe to be the true one, was firll 
introduced by Mr. Pope. 

Mr. Theobald i, unfaithful in bit Iccount 01 tbe old copics. Nt) 
.opy of authority rea4'-PQtt~ck(. Tho quarto, 160ft h .. '4i~(l; the 
folio, 16z3. p.,o<l,. 

Sbak(, eare,1 (uppore, means, that tbe kine firut. about with. f.l(e 
pomp, to whicb he hal no right. See Florio'sltallan Diaion,ry, J 598 : 
.. PIIO/''''''gUrt. To jet up alId 40WII, fonil'l1a1iDI uf'OII hiID(clf, II . 
pcuock clotb.·· MAIoOJl&. 

Halll. 
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Ham. Ah, ha !-Come, fome mufick; come, the rc" 

corders.-
For if the king like not the comedy, . 
Why then, belike 4-,-he likes it not, perdy 5._ 

. J 
Enter ROSl::NCRANTZ, and GUIIjPBNST!R~. 

Come, fome ffiufick. 
Guil. Good my lord, vouchfafe m a word with you. 
Ham. Sir, a whole hiftory. 
Guil. The king, fir,-
Ham. Ay, fir, what of him? 
Guil. Is, in his retirement. marvellous diftemper'd. 
Ham. With drink, fir 6 ? 
Guil. No, my lord, with choler. 
Ham. Your wifdom thould lhew itCelf more richer, to 

lignify this to the dOCtor; for, for me to put him to his 
.purgation, would, perhaps, plunge him into more choler. 

Guil. Good my lord, put raul" difcourfe into fame 
frame, and fiart not fa wildly from my affair. 

Ham. I am tame, fir :-pronounce. 
Guil. The queen, your mother, in moll great affiiaioI\ 

of fpitit, hath fent me to you. 
HalJ1. You are welcome. 
GlJil. Nay, ' good my lord. this courtefy itl not of the 

I'ight breed. If it thall pleafe you to make me a whol. 
fame anfwec, I will do youc mother's commandment: 
if not, your pardon, and-my return. fuall be the end of 
my bufinefs. 

Ham. Sir, I cannot. 
Guil. What, my lord? 
Ham. Make you a wholfome anfwer; my wit's dif. 

eafed: But, fir, fuch anfwer as I can make, you tha71 

4 Why . tb,_, /ulih,-] Hamlet WIS going on to ~raw the confe
CJuence, when t~e courtiers entered. JOHNSON. 

5 _ btli." i/ /lot, perdy.] Por", is a corrllption of par Dial, a.~d is 
not uncommon in the old plays_ So, in 'Tlot Pl., d lb. Fo.r POs, J~9t 

" In that, you Palmer, as deputie, 
.. May tleerly difcharge him I'"rdi • . " STa:avaN'. 

~ Witb dria., fir?) Hamlet takes particult,· care thllt hi. uncle', 
Jole of driAk lballnot lie rOlsonen. 10llJuox. 

commaad; 
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command; or, rather, as you fay, my mother: therefore 
no more, but to the matter; My mother, you fay,-

Rof. 'then tbus !he fays; y. 0l~r. behaviour hath {huck 
her into amazement and admuatlon. 

Ham. 0 wonderfulfon, tha can aftoni!h a mother! 
-But is there no fequel at the heels of this mother's ad
miration? impart. 

Rof. She defires to fpeak with you in her clofet, ere 
you go to bed. 

Ham. We !hall ,obey, where !he ten times our mother. 
Have you any further trade 1 with us? 

Rof. My lord, you once did love me. 
Ham. And do frill, bv thefe pickers and fl:ealers 8. 

Rof. G90d my lord, ~vhat is your caufe of diftemper? 
you do, furely, bar the door upon your own liberty, if 
you deny your griefs to your friend. , 

Ham. Sir, 1 lack adva]lcement. 
Rof. How can that be, when you have the voice of 

the king himfelf for your (uecemon in Denmark 91 
Ham. Ay, fir, but, While tbe graft grD'Ws.-the pro

verb is fomething mully J. 

Enter th,. Players, 'With Rtcrtrders". 
0, the recorders :-let me fee onc.-To withdl'aw with 

7 -[urtLer trade-] Further bulineC.; further dealing. JOHNSON. 
II _ by tl"J' pick.rs, &c.] By theCe hands. ]OHNION. 

J'illuding t l'l the Churcb Catt&hijm :_u to keep my hands from plcA
illg and /!eaJing," .s.c. MALON!!. 

') - wbtn yo" bavetb. v.ic. of tb. AinC bi",Jtlf for Jour J"CCtJli'" iIF 
Denmark.] See p. ~OI, n. 9' MALON J:. 

• Ay,jir, h"t, While the ~r.(s growl,-tb. proll,,6 ;s ro",.tbillg "'''JlJ.] 
The rem~indcr of thi. old pro~erb is preferved in WnctRonc's P,D_tif 
pI/a Cflffinara, J 578 I 

" WhylR graC, doth growe, oft JI"v"tb, Jelly jJttdt." 
Again, in 'The pflr.tliJ. of Dainti, D""iju, 1578 : 

" To whom of old this prover be well it ferves, 
l< Whi/. grllJs doth growe, tb. jilly borfe be ft.r'llll." 

Hamlet mealll t(l intimate, tbat whilR he is waiting for the Cue
cefiion to the thror.e of Denmark, he may himfeif be taken oW br 
death. MAL01U. 

2 _ Record.",] i. e. a kind of large flute. 
To record anciently fi&nified to ling or lJIodlilate. $TIEVlNSo 
Sec Vol. I. p. ISO, n. S. MALOI\J:. 

YOU: 



3%0 HAM LET, 
you :-[tding Guil. ajidt.] Why do you go about to re. 
cover the wind of me 3, as if you would drjve me into a toil? 
, Guil. 0, my lord, if my duty be too bold, my love is 

, too unmannerly 4. . I 

Balli. I do not 1 underfrand that. Will you play 
upon this pipe? • 

Guil. My lord, I cannot. 
HaIK . I pray you. 
Guil. Believe me, I cannot. 
Ham. I do befeech you. 
Guil. I know no touch of it, my lord. 
HaIK. 'Tis as eafy as lying: govern thefe ventages' 

with your fingers and thumb 6, give it breath with your 
I ' mouth, 

/ 3 _ tD reci""., tb. 'Wind Df III.,J SO, in an ancient Mr. play en,. 

/ 
titled 'Tb. ftCDr.d Mllid ... 'Tragt{iy : 

" _ Is that next? 
« Why then I have )our ladylbip in tb. 'Wi.d." .STu: UN,. 

4 0, my lord, if my ditty b. ID' bold, my 1fJ'lJ' i. tDD ullmanner".] i. e. 
jf my duty to the king makes me prefs you a little, my love to yDU 

makes me ftill more impvrtunate. If that makes me boltl, this makcI 
me even ""mannerly. WARBURTON. 

I belie e w" ibould read-my 1fJ'lJ' is not u"ma"nerly. My concep
tion of thia plQ"~~e is, that, in confequence of Hamlet's moving to 
t ake the recorder, Guildenftern alfo /hifes his ground, in rder to plac& 

.1limfelf beneath the prince in his new polition. Thi, Hamlet ludi
crouOy calls" going aho:i~ to rtcover tb. wind," &e. and Ouildenll:er 
may anfwor properly enough, I think, and IiJce a courtier; "if"'.1 
Jury to the king makes me too h.ld in preBing yo .... pon a di(agreeable 
(ubjeCl, my IDV. to you will ma~e ·me "ot unmann.rly, in /he ,ving you 
all poBible marks ofre(p.a: and attention." TYRWHITT. 

S - v'~taglS-) The holes of a /lute. JOHNSON. 
6 _ dnd Ibumb,] The firft 'rII"rto reads-with your fingers and the 

"mh,r. This may probably be the ancient name for that piece of 
moveable braes at the end of a fiute, which is either raifed or deprc/fed 
by the finger. The word ... mher is ufed by Stowe the chronicler, who, 
defcribing a lingle combat between two knights-fays, "he buft up 
hi. "mhtr three times." Here, the "",b,r means the vifor of tho 
helmet. So, in Spenfer'. Fatry ~ut.n., b. 3. c. I. ft. ~; 

" But the bray. maid would not difarmed be, 
er But only vented up her .",bri,r" 

" And fo did let her goodly vif_to to appere." STZZ,.ZN •• 
If a r"order had a brafs key like the G.,.",.. :utt, we are to follow 

the reading of the quarto I for then the thumb is DOt cODcerned in ~he 
governmcll.t of the ventaics or !tops. If a ",or'" wMIib a tllbD.,.".'s 

lit', 




