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mouth, and it will difcourfe moll: eloquent mufick. Look 
you, thefe are the fiops 7. 

Guil. But thefe cannot I command to any utterance of 
harmony ; I have not the !kill. 

Han:. Why, look you now, nolV unworthy a thing 
you make of mel You would p\ay upon me.: ; you woula 
feem to know my fiops; yoil would pluck out the hart 
of my myfiery; you would found me from my lowell: 
note to the top of my compafs: artd there is much mulick, 
excellent voice, in this little organ; yet cannot you 
make it {p-eak. 'Sblood, do you think, 1 am eafier to 
be play'd on than a pipe r Call me what iitftrument YOLl 

will, though you can fret me, you cannot play upon me. 
Enter POLOlollVS. 

God bIers you, fil" I 
Pol. My lord, ~he queen would {peak witlt. you, and 

prefently. 
Halll , Do you fee yonder cloud, that's almo'll: in Jhapc 

of a camel? 
Pol. By the mafs, and 'tis like a camel, indeed. 
Ham. Methinks, it is like a weazel. 
Pol. It is back'd like a weazel B. 

Halll.· 

~ipt, which has no brafs key, but has :l ftop for the thumb, we are to 
read -Goyern thefe ventages with your finger and thumb. In Cot­
".",,', Di8;OllIIrJ, omb,., o",b,a;,., o",b,iert, and omb, t llt, are . ll 
from the Latin u",bra, and /ignlfj 11 /hadow, ~n umbrella, or any 
thing that /hades or hides the face from the fun; and hence they may 
have been applied to any thina that hides or covers .nother; i' for 
.ump)e. they may have been applied to the bUl(s key that conn the 
hole in the German flute. So Spenfer ufed IImb,i". (or the vi(or of 
~bt helmet, as Rous'. hiliory of the Kings of Enaland ufes "",",llIa 
In the fame fenfe. TOLLlIT. 

7 _ tb, ftops.] The found. formed byocca6onally /1:opping the hoI .. ; 
wbile the inftrument i. played upon. So, in the Prologue to K. H''''j Y. 

" Rumour is a pipt-
cc And 0((0 eary anl\ fo plain a Jlop," &c. MALONlI. 

• Mtthi"." it i"ilt a wta:r..l, 
. Pol. It i. back'd liAttl .,411111.] Thus the quarto, J604,a!ld the 

(oli? The wean). Mr. Steevena ob(erves, is remarkable for the lenlt& 
of . • ~ back.. In a more modern quarto, that of 161 I, bad'd, the 
on,.na! read.ng, Waf corrupted iAto bla' •• 

VOl.. IX. Y J Perhap 



3U H A M LET, 
Ha",. Or, like a whale 1 
Pol. Very like a whale. 
Ham. Then willI come to my mother by and by._ 

They fool me to the top of ,my bent 9._1 will come by 
and by. 

Pol. I will Cay Co. [Exit POLONI US. 
Ham. By and by is eafily Caid.-Leave me, friends. 

[Exe/Olt.Ros. GUlL. HOR. &1;. 
'Tis now the very witching time of night; 
When church-yards yawn, and hell itCelf breathes out 
Contagion to ~hi5 world ~ Now could I drink hot blood. . 
And do Cuch bufineCs as the bitter day I 

Would quake to look on. Soft; flOW to my mother.-
0, heart, loCe not thy nature; let not ever 

Perhaps in dle original edition tbe word. ,tllntl and 'W.tI;u1 were 
fhuffied out of their placet. The poet migh~ have intended the dialogue 
,to proceed thus: 

Ha",. Db YOIl fee yonder cloud, that', almoft in tbe /hape of a 

'W'II"'" Pol. By the mafs, and 'tis like a weuel, indeed. 
Htlm. Methinks, it is like a ,am,l. 
Pol. It is back'd like a ,am.l. 

The protuberant back of a camel (eems more to re(emble a eloudj 
than tbe back of a weazel does, MAL 0 Nit. 

Mr. Tollet obfen"s, that we might read-" it is h.d'd like I 

wearel," i ••• wearc\.fnouted. So, in Holinlhtc\'. Dtfcriptio. of Elfg' 
la"d, p. J 7": "if he be 'fIl'/ell.hedtd ... · ~arles "fes this teun of 
rep(oach in hit Pirgin WlJD'W:" Go, you well",I.!"outt4, addle-pated," 
lIcc. Mr. Tollett adds, that Milton, in his L}til,,,, calls a promontory 
b.ded, i. e. prominent like the~.dof a bird. STltltV.U IS. 

9 They fool me to tb. top 0/ fIIy b",t.-] They compel me to play the 
fool, till I can endure itnolonger. JOHN.ON. 

See p. :&46, n. 5, MALONIt. 

• And do /ucb h")"-I, "' the .itter day-] Thus the quarto. The 
folio reads: • . 

And do (uchhittIT ""),,,/, aathe day, &c. MALON~. 
The expreffion bilttr.hu)IU/' is ruu in ufe, and though at pre(ent t 

vulgar phrafe, might not have been fueh ill the age of S!ta!cfpe,re. 
The bitter day is the day rendered hateNl or bittIT 1>,. the commillion of 
fome aCl: of mifchief. 

Watts, in his Lotic, Cay.: Ct Bitt" i. an equi,~al word: there is 
.itltr wormwood, there are hitter words, here are hitllr ellemi<!s, IDd 

a .;11" 4;old momill,." Ie ii, ia /AQrt, III)' til.in, UJlilcaJiDg or hurtful. 
~TI. Vltll ' · 

The 
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The foul of Nero enter this firm hofom : 
Let me he cruel, not unnatural: 
I will fpeak daggers to her 2, but fe none; 
My tongue and foul in this be hypocrites: 
How in my words foever fue be Ihent', 
To give them feals .. never, my foul, confent ! 

seE NEIll. 
A Room in tbe fame. 

EnttrKing, RosENcRANTz, a/ra'GvILDENSTERN~ 

King. I like him not; nor fland it fafe with us, 
To let his ma.dnefs range. Therefore, prepare you; 
I vour commiffion will forthwith difpatch, 
A~d he to England Ihall along with you': 
The terms of our efl:ate may not endure 
Hazard fo near us, as doth hourly grow 

s 1 'Will fped daggers ,t. her,] A fimilar eJ{preffion OCCUrI in Th, 
Rtfllf'1I f'o", Par1l1l.11lJs: "They are pelHlent fellows, they fpeak no. 
thing but bodki"s." It has been already obferved, that a h.dAi" an_ 
cientlyfignilied "/hortdagg.,.. h 'l'J!EVEN'. 

J - be /hent,] . To foend, is to reprove harlbly, to treat with injll ; 
rious language. So, in '1'h. Coxco",b of B. and Fletcher; . 

" - Welball befo,nt roundly." STltltVltNS. 
See Vol. VII. p. :&86, n. 3' MALONlt • 
.. To gNe tbem fial,-] i. e. put them in execution. WAaJIVIITO)!; 
, l/i .. hi., ".t j , .. , /laB"s it f"f' 'Witb *', . 

To Itt bi, ",,,d"'f' '''fIg', TherifDrt, prep"" ,011 i 
1 yO/lr ,.",,,,ijfiOB will f.rthwitb difP"teh, 
And hI to Etlglalld /hall "I.ng 'Wilh :lOll : ] In '1'b. 1f.1J1orl oJ 

H.",Um, bl. let. the king doc. not adopt thi. fcheme of fendine 
Hamlet to England till after the death ofPoloniu. j and though he ia 
defcribed a. doubtful whether Polonius was Ibin by Hamlet, his apple­
henJion left he might himfelf meet the (ame fate a. the old courtier, 
i l .fIi~ned a. the motive for Ws wilbing the prince out of the kingdom. 
Thi. at lirft inclined me to think that this /hort {cene, either from the 
llecligence.of the c:opyift or the printer, might have been misplaced; 
but it is certainly printed II tb .. authour intended, for in the next 
fcene Hamlet fays to hi. mother, "I mull to England J you know 
th t t ~' before chc kin, ~ollld have heard of chc dcach of Poloniul. 

- MAI-OIU" 



"334 HAM L E T_ 
Out of his lunes 6. 

Guil. We will ourfe1ves provide: 
Moll: holy and religious fear it h. 
To keep thofe many many bodies fafe. 
That live. and feed. upon your majefty; 

Ro.f. The lingle and peculiar life is bound .. 
With all the ftrength and armour of the mind, 
To keep itfelf from 'noyance; but much more, 
That fpirit upon whofe weal 7 depend and rell: 
The lives of many.. The ceafe of majefty 
Dies not alone; but. like a gulf. doth draw 
What's near it, with it: it is a maff"y wheel·, 
Fix'd on the fummit of the highell: mount, 
To whofe llUge fpokes ten thoufand leff"er things 
Are mortis'd and adjoin'd; which, when' it falls, 
Each fmall anneXlXIent. petty cElnfequence. 
Attends the boift'rous ruin. Never alone 

6 O.t of bi, Lunes.] The quarto reada-out of his I"~'WI; the fol io 
,.-out ofbi./naci" . Luntl was introduced. by Mr. Theobald. Shako 
(peare probably had here tbe following'palfage in 'Th. HtjJory of Ha,d . 
I.tt, bl. I. in his tboughts: "Finton could not content him{eJfe, but 
ltill his mind gave him that the JODI. (Hamlet) would play him (om. 
uick. if Itt,rd,,,,ain.. And in that conceit feeking to be rid uf him, 
determined to find the meanes to doe it, by the aid ot a (hanger; ma­
king the king of England minifter of his maff"cro\ll r.Co)utioJl, to whulI4 
be purpofed to fend him," MALoNa. 

1 take brO'Ws to be, properly read, frow" which, I think, i. a pro­
. .,intial word for per"'''f' bu",oMrs; which beine, 1 fuppofe not under-

1100<1, was changed tolunacitl. ButofthisI am notcon/ide:\t.JoKN'O~ . 
I would receive Theobald', emendation, becaufe Sb.kf~eue ufes the 

word IlIntl in the fame fenfe jn 'The Merr, Wi",., if Wind or, and 'Tb. 
Winter', 'Tal.. From tbe redundancy of the mcafure nothina c~n be 
inferred. 

Since this part of my note was written, I ha,e met with &II iIlilal)" 
in Cupport of Dr. Johnfon's conjeaure : 

.. - were you but as favourable at you are !r_ljb,_ ... 
'Tal,,·, Lfl'flt, by Green~, 1616. 

Perbaps, however, Shakfpeare defia:ned a meLapbor from hornecl 
cattle, whofe powers of being dangerous encreafe with the lr/,'wlh t/ 

'r br_s. STE~VItNS. 
'That fpirit M/,01I whDf' weal-] So the'lto.rtc. The folio glvet, 

That Cpint, upon whofefpirit.-. STa~"ItNI. 
8 _ it i, a majJj ""htll,] Thul tile folio. The 'luarto nada-Or 

it h, "c. MALONE. 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. 
Did the king ugh, but with a general groan. 

Xiltg. Arm you, I pray you, to this fpeedy voyage; 
For we will fetters pot opon this fear, 
Which now goes too free-fOoted. , 

3%S 

Rof. Gui/. We will hafte os. (Extu"t Ros. a"d GUll.. 

Ent,r POLONl US. 

Pol. My lorel. he's going to his mother's cloret; 
Behind the arras 1'11 convey myfelf9 , 

To hear the pracefs; I'll warrant, fue'll tax him home; 
And, as yoo faid. and wifely was it {aid, 
'Tis meet, that rome more audience, than a mother, 
Since naturj: makes them partial'. fuould o'er-hear 
The fpeech of vantage ". .Fare you well, my liege: 
I'll call upon you ere you go to bed, 
And tell you what I know. 

King. Thanks, dear my lord. LExit POLON IVS. 
0, my olfence is rank, it {mcUs to heaven; 
It hath the primal eldeft curfe opon't. 

9 Behind the arras 1'/1 (Dno,,! Wly!df,l The arrns-hanginlls, in 
Sbakfpeare's time, were bung at fuch a .r.lhncc from the walll, that 
a perfon might eafily fhnd behind them unperceived. The principal 
witnefs againlt the Countef. nf Euter, who was ulljulUy charged in 
the yeu 1616, with a defign to poifon lady Lake lind lady R06e, 
was Sarah Wharton, :l chambermaid, who fwore that JIIe ftood behi.J 
the haneinl' at the entrance of the great chamber at Wiml>leton, aDd 
heard the countefs confefs her guilt. The plot againfl this innocent 
lady wU difcovered by king James, who went to Wimbleton) and 
fo und that the hangings, .hicil, had not been chanced for thirty years, 
were two feet from the ground, fo that the chambermaid mutt hate 
been difcovered, had ale been there. His majef!y obforving a great dir. 
tante between the window, near which the counters was rupp"fed t:> 
have flood, and the 10WCl end of the room, where the maid was faid 
to have flood, placed bim(elf hehind tbo hangings, and bnding tbat he 
cou ld not hear the lords at the window, though they purpofely fpoke 
loud, obtained evidence of tbe fal/hood of this cbarge. M A LON II. 

1 SiG(t _alur, make. ,hun partill/, &c.) 
" __ Matres omnea /ilii. 
" In peccato adjutsic,_. aUlLilil in paterna injuria 
" Solent erre." 'Itt. Heut. ACt. 5' Sc. 'J. 

STIIIIVU.,. 

~ - of ~.nt"ge.) By (ome opportunity of {tcret obfervation. 
JOIU~SOJf. 

y 3 A b~o-



3%6 HAM LET. 
A brother'. murder !-Pray cau 1 not, 
'Though indination be as iliarp as will s. 
My llronger guilt defeats my ftrQng intent; 
And, like a man to double bufinefs .bound, 
I frand in paufe where 1ilia11 frrll begi'n, 
And both negletL What if this cuded hand 
Were thicker than itfelf with brother's blood? 
Is there not rain enough in the fweet heavens, 
To walh i~ white as fnow? Whereto feives mercy. 
But to confront the vifage of offence 1 
And what's in prayer, but this two-fold force,­
'To be fore-fralled, ere we come to fall, 
Or pardon'd, being down 1 'Then I'll look up; 
My fault is pall. But 0, what form o(p'rayer , 
Canferve my turn? Forgive me my fotH tnurder!­
That cannot be; fince I am frill polfefs'd 
Of thofe effeCl:s for which 1 did the murder, 
My crown, mine own ambition, and my queen. 
May one be pardon'd, and retain the offeIice~? 
,In the corrupted currents of this world, 

, Offence's gilded hand may iliove by jull:ice; 
And oft '~is feen, the wicked prize itfelf 
Buys out the law: But 'tis not fo above: 
There is no {huffiing, there the aaion lies 
In his true nature; and we ourfeJves compell'd, 
Even to the teeth and forehead of our faults, 
To give in evidence. What then? what reas? 
Try what repentance can: What can it Dot 1 
Yet ",hat can it, when one can ~ot repent 5 ? 

l Tbough i.dination be a, /barp 4' will;] Willis tomma"J, tlirtEJiM. 
Thus, EteltjitlJlicu" xliii. 16. "- and at his 'Will the touth wind 
blowetho'· The king fays, his mind is in too great ~onfuJion to pray, 
even thoUCh his inc/intlrion were aJ fuong as k~e tomlllantl which re-
quires that duty. STJ:J:V£NSo , 

.. May one be pardon'd, antl ,reta;" tbe offence?] "He that does not 
amend what can be amended, rerain, his ojfinc,. Tbe king k"pt the 
crown fr()rn the right heir. JOHNSON. 

S rer wbatcan ir, 'Wben one can not "ptnt I'] Wbtlt can repentance 
II. t •• a"" .. rbat (tlnnot he penitent? for a man who hOI only a part of 
penitenc., dillrefs of confeienc., without the .;)ther part, refolutit.n of 
&IIlcndment ~ JOHNSON. 

o wretched 



PRINCE OF- DENMARK. 

o wretched ftate! 0 bofom. black as death! 
o limed foul 6; that. ftruggling to be free, 
Art more engaJr'd! Help, angels, make alfay! _ 
Bow, ftubborn knees! and, heart, with fuings of lieel, 
Be foft as finews of the new-born babe; . 
All may be well! [rttiru. Il*d l*,els. 

EnJtr HAMLET. 

Ham. Now might I do it, pat. now he is praying 7 ; 

And now I'll do't ;-And fohe goes to heaven: 
And fo am I reveng'd 1 That would be fcann'd'; 
A villain kills my father; and, for that. 
I, his fole fon, do this fame villain fend 51 

To heaven. 
Why, this is hire and falary '. not tevenge. 
He took my father grofsly, full of bread • 
With aU his crime. broad blown". as ilufu as May; 
And, how his audit frands, who knows, fave heaven? 
But, in ollr circqmfrance and courfe of thought, 
' Tis heavy with h1l1'(: And.am I then reveng'd. 
To take him in the J'4!rging of his foul, 
When he is fit and €CafOn?~ for his palfage1 
No. 

1\ 0, li",.d foul;-] Thit~ludes to 6i,d.Ii... Shakfpeare ufe, 
the fame word again, K. H.iir'j"'YI. P. II. 

e< Madam, myfelf have li",'d a bu!b for her." STZ.lVJ:lU. 

7 - pat "flIIi b. i. p,aJing;] Thus the folio. The '1uattos read 
_ but n &e. STIt VItNt. 

ij - ~t 'W,uld h,jcalln'd:J i .• e. That !bould be confidered, e/li­
mated. STltltVENS. 

~ I, bi. fole fon, dD tbi. f .... "'illaiJI {e"d-] The foli" reads,fo_l, (on. 
a reading apparently corrupted (rom the '1ulrco. The meaning i pial ... 
1, bi< only fOil, who am bound to punl!b hi. murderer. JOI1"IO". 

I _ hire a.d falary, 1 Thus the folio. The quartot read-b"J~ anei 
jill,. STJ:£VItNS. 

" H. tad ",y fa:ber ,roflly, full of bread' 
Witb all bi, ,,;111 .. h,o,,<1 blown,-l The UDcommon expreliioD. 

lull if h,ud, our poet borrowed from the facred writings: .. Bebold, 
thi. was the iniquity of by fifter Sodom; pride, fullntJ. 01 brtad, anel 
abundance of idlel)efs was in her and in her daughters, neither did lb. 
ficen,then the hand of the poor aDd needy." Elcki'cl, xvi. 49' 

M,H.oNlt. 

y+ Up 



A M L E 11. 
Up, fword; and know thou a more horrid bent 3: . 
When he is drunk, afieep, or in his rage; 
Or in the incdluous pleafures of his bed 4 ; 

At gamIng, fwearing .; or about fome aa 
That has no relilh of falvation in't : 
Then trip him, that his heels may kick at heaven S ; 

And that his foul m~y be as damn'd, and black, 
As hell, whereto it goes 6. My mother frays: . 
This phyfick but prolongs thy fxkly days. [Exit. 

. ." . ' . ' '['he 

3 Up, /wD,d, ""d bow tku,4 .,Drt b."id hent:] To h.nt is ufed by 
Shaitfpeare for, to J.i,.", to cauh, to It/.' h.ld 0". Hell" is, therefore, 
bold, or /,i,,,,,,. Lay hold On him, fw?rd, at a more horrid time. 

See Vol. H. p. lOS, n. 2.. MALONE. 
, JOH.I!~ON. 

4 Wb.n b. i, dr;'nk, ajleep, or i. hi, '"Z'; 
. Or In tb. j".tjI .. o", pl,"jum of hi, b,d;] So, in Marllon's !n/a. 

,iat. CO"""/,, 1603: • 
" -Did'lt thou not kill him drunk t 
" Thou lhould'lt, or in th : embraces of his lull." STEEVENS. 

• AI gamint,/wta,ing;-J Thill rhe foli9' The quarto, 160'h 
reads-A t gom" a (wearing, &ce. MALON E. 

! ..,.. tbat bi, b •• ls may AieA at b.a'lltn;] So, in Heywood's Sit",,, 
Ag., J613' 

" Whofe beels tript up, IIiell'd 'ga;nft tb.firmament." STEIt V. 
6 As h.ll, wber.to it g .... -] This fpcech; in which Hamlet, reo 

prefentea as • virtuous charaCter, is not eon~ent witl. taking blood for 
blood, but contri ••• ~amnation for th. JJ1an that he would punHh, is 
too horrible to be read or to be uttered. JOHNSqN. 

The fam. litnd.like difpolition is Ihewn by Lod_;e~, in W~bll:er" 
l'illo,;a CO,Glflbonll, 1612 : 

" _ to have poifon'd 
.. The handle 01 his racket. 0, that, that!­
" Tbat while he had been bandying at tennis, 
" He might bave {worn bimfelf to hell, and Itruck 
" W, foul into tbe hazard!:' 

Again, in 'The Hontjl La""yer, 1616: 
" I then /bould (lrike his body with his foul, 
'C And link them both together.'" • 

A&ain, in the third of Beaumont and Fletcher's Fortr PIll)" in On': 
" No, talte him dead drunk DOW wi/pout ',/, •• ,a."." STE SV. 

This horrid thought has been adopted by Lewi. Machin, in the 
DumL Knigbt, 1~33: 

" Nay, bur be patient i fmooth v""r brow a little, 
., And you ihall take them ~$ th~y dip ncb other; 

• > ,! IHO 
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CJ'he King rifts, a1ld a/va1lus. 

/(i"g. My words fly up, my thoughts remain below: 
Words, without thoughts, never to heaven go. ~E~it.' 

SeE N E IV. 
Another ~O'1It i1l tIN fo1lU. 

Enter <l!!een, alld POLON I us. 
P"l. He will come !tfaight. Look, you lay home to 

him: 
Tell him, his prapks have been too broad to bear with; 
And that your grace hath fcreen'd and flood between 
Much heat and him. I'll filence me e'en here 7. 

Pray you, be round with him. 
. Qyun. I'll wirrant you; fear me not. 
Withdraw, I hear him coming. [Polonius hidel him/tlf'. 

. &m 

, " Even in the height of lin; then damn tbem both, 
It And let them fUnk before tbey dk God pardon, 
.. That YD'" rftJ.nge ""ly j/"tch unto ,b,v f0,.I,." M .'\I. Oll:t. 

( J think it not improbable, rhat when Shakfpeare put thi, horrid 
rc;ntiqlent into the moutl, of Hamlet, he might have rccollelled the 
following Ilory: "One of thefe monllen meetin, his enemie un­
armed, threatened to kill him, if he denied not God, hlI power, and 
elfential properties, viz. his mercy, fuffranc., Sec. the which when 
the other, deGring life, pronounced with great horrour, kneeling upon 
hiG !tn. I; the bravo cried out, nowe will I kill tby body uti fowll, and 
at tbat inhnt thrull him through with hi. rapier." }Jrie! Viftlll1' 
..jtbe $pllnijh SUitt, with a Villiolu, tMtwud, intitltd PbilobtJjilis, 4to. 
J590, p. ~J. RIt:tl>. 

A Gmilar ftory is told in 'Th, 'Tllriijb SPY" Vol. HI. p. 11+3. 
MAtoN:t. 

7 _ 1'// filenee me e'en ber,:] 1'/1 jil,nCl lIf • • • •• /Hr', i., 1'1111/, 
no ",or, words. JOHNSON. 

I Polonius bides himfelf.] Tbe concealment of 'Poloniu. In tbe 
queen'. chamber, during the connrfation bet",een Hamlet and bi. 
motber, and the manner of bi, death, were fuu.lied by the following 
parrage in 'Th, Hy).,) of /fambl,t, bl.let. Jig. 0 J • t, The couofellour 
entered {ecretiy into tbe queenc's chamber, and tbere bid himftlf. b.­
bind rbe arral, aDd long before the queene and Hamlet came thither; 
who being eraftic and pollitique, a. foone u hee was within the cham­
ber, doubting (ome treafon, and fearing if he iboold fpeake (everely 
and wifely to hi, mOlher, touching hi. (ccret prallife., hee O.ould be 

undcrllood 



HAM LET. 

Enter HAMLET. 

Ha,.. Now. mother; what's the matter? 
~et1l. Hamlet. thou haft thy father much offended. 
H am. Mother, you have my faMler much offended. 
~een. Come, come, you anfwor with an idle tongue. 
H am. Go, go, you queftion wi~ a wicked tongue. 
~um'. Why, how now, Hamlet .? 
Ham. What's the matter .now 1 
~een . Have you forgot me? 
Ham. No, by the rood, not fo: 

You are the queen, your hutband's brother's wife; , 
And,-'would it were not fo !-yo·.l are my mother. 
~een . Nay, then J'll fet thofe to you that can fpeak. 
Ham. Come~ come, and fit you down; you fuall not 

budge; 
You go not, till I fet you up a gIafs 
Where you may fee the inmoft part of you. 

Qgeen. What wilt thou do ( thou wilt not murder me ? 
H elp, help , hot 

Pol. [behind.] What, ho! help! 
. Ham. How now! a rat? [dYIl'WI. 
Dead, for a ducat, dead. . 

[Hamlet makes a pafs through the (lrras~ 
Pol. [hehitld.] 0, I am flain. [fa/it, and dies. 
~UIl . b me, what haft thou done? 
Ham. Nay, I know not: 

Is it the king ? 
[/ijh up the arras, and draws forth lolonius. 

~ueen . 0, what a ralh and bloody deed is thid 
Ham. A bloody deed ;-almoft as bad, good mother. 

As kill a king, and marry with his brother. 

underftood" and by that means intercepted, ufed hi. ordinary manner 
of diffimlliation, and began to come [r. crDw] like a cocke, beating 
with his anns (in fuch manner as cockes ufe to /hike with thei r 
wings) upon the hanging. of the chamber; whereby feeling I:'me~ 
thing flirring under them, he cried, ' 11 r.', II rll', and prefently draw~ 
ing hi. (warde, thrull: it into the hangings; which done, pulled the 
counfellour (half-deade) out by the hedes, m~de an end of kiWng 
him; aDd, being iIline, cut his body in pitt •• , wilich he caufed to be 
boy led, ~d then caftit into an open vault or pririe," M.AI.ONS. 

. . fl.!tmt. 
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fl.lleen. As kill a king 9 ! 
Ham. Ay, lady, 'twas my word.-

Tholl wretched. rafh. intruding fool, farewel! 
[to Polonius. 

I took 

9 <l!!.een. AI kill" Ii"g I) It hat been doubted, whether Shakfpeare 
intended to reprefent the queen ~. accdfary to the murder of btr huf­
band. The furpri%e Ibe here exprelT~1 at the tbarge {eems to tend to 
ber exculpation. Where the variation is not particul~rly marked, 
we may prcfllme, I tbink, that the poet intended to tell his itory as it 
h.d been told before. The following extr.a therefore from Tbe 
H,jlery if H"".bltt, bl. let. relative to thl. point, will prob~bly not 
be unareeptable to tbe reader: "Fengon [the king in the prefen t 
play] boldened and encouraged by {uch impuniti~J durA: en ture to 
couple bimfelf in marriage with her, whom he ufed as his -concubine 
during good Hl>rvendiUe', life; in tbat fon fpotting his name with a 
double "ice, incelluous adulterie, and paracide munher.-This adul­
terer and infamous murtherer Oaundered his dead brother, that he 
would have lIaine his wife. and that hee by chance /indlnu him on 
the point rea'dy to do it, in defence of the lady, had fl.ine him.­
T he unfortunate and wicked woman that had received the honour to 
be the wife of one of the valianteit and wiCell princes in the North, 
imbafed herfelfe in fuch "i1e fort as to falli/ie her fa ith unto him, 
ant!, whlch is worfe, to marrie him that had bin the tyrannous mur­
t~erer of her lawful hu/b,nd; 'Which ",,,de di~trft .,tll tbid tbal fo' 
bail b4111t tbl cauftr if th. ItIurtbtr, thereby to iJve in her adulteric 
without controle." Hyjl. if Bamb.lig. C I. z. 

In tbe conference however with her fon, on which the prefent (cene 
is founded, Ibe ftrongly allert. her innocence with refpea to this faa: 

" I know well, my fonne, that I have done thee great wrong in 
marrying with Fengnn. the cruel tyrant and murtherer of thy father, 
and my loyal fpoufe; but when tholl Ibalt confider the fmall m.anes 
of relillance, and the treafon of the palace, with the little cauCe of 
confidence we are to expea, or hope for, of the court, •• I all wrougbt 
to bis will; as alfo the power he made ready if 1 Ibould bave re uf! d 
to like him j thOIl wouldft rather exewfe, than accufe me of lafcivi­
oufnefs or in.onRancy, much le(, offer me that wrong t.lufptB tb", 
IVtr tby "..ther Geruth enet '.~ftnltd te tb. d.atb "tid "..,tbtr if b.r 
huJbaftd: fwearing onto tbee by the majeftie of the gp8S, that if it 
had layne in me to have relilled the tyrant, although it had beene with 
the lolTe of my blood, yea .. nd of life, I would furely have faved the 
life of my lord and bufband." I fig. D 4. 

It i obftrvable, tbat in the drama neither tbe king or queen maks 
Co good a defence. Shakfpeare wilbed to render them as odious as he 
could, and therefore bas not in any part of the play furniihed them 
with even the f.mblance of an excufe for their condua. 

Though the inferell,e already mentioned may be drawn (rom tbe 
:I. furpriz. 
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I took thee for thy better; take thy fortune : ~ 
Thou find'll:, to be too bufy, is fame danger.- . 
Leave wringing of your hands: Peace; lit YOll down. 
An$llet me wring your heart: for fo I {hall, , 
If it be made of penetrable ftuif; 
If damned'cuftom have not braz'd it fo, 
That it be proof and bulwark againft fenfe. . 

Q..ueen.What have I done, that thon ar'ftwag thy tongue 
In noife fo rude againft me ? 

Ham. Such an act, • 
Tllat blurs the grace and blufh of IDodefty ; 
Calls virtue, hypocrite; takes off the ro[e & 

From the fair forehead of an innecent love, 
And 

(urpr;ze which our poet has here made the queen esprefs at being 
charged with the murder of her hulband, it is obfervable that when 
the player-queen in the preceding fcene fays, 

" In fecond h ulband let me be accurll! 
" None wed the fetond, but who iill'd tbt.firft," 

he has made Hamlet exclaim-" tbat's wormwood," The prince, there­
fore, bot" from that expreffion and the words addrelfed to his mother 
in lhe prefent fcene, muft be fuppofed to think her guilty.-Perhaps 
after . 11 this invelligation, the truth is, that 5hak(peare himfelf meant 
to leave the matter in doubt. MALONE. 

I know not in whnt part of this tragedy the king an.:! queen coilid 
have been expected to enter ioto a vindication of their mutual con­
duct. The former indced is reodered contemptible as wei. nguilty; but 
for the latter our poet f~ems to have felt all that teodern r, which the 
gholl: recommends to the imitatioo of her (00. STl!:l!:Vl!:",s. 

H ad Sh.kfpeare thought lit to have introduced the topicks I have 
{ugetfred, can there be a doubt concerning hi. ability to iotroduce 
them? The killg's juftilication, if to juftify him had been the poet's 
object, (which it certainly was not,) might have been made in a foli­
loquy; the qu ~en's, in the prefent interview with het {on. MALONE. 

, - takts cff tht rofe, &c.] Some have underftood thefe words to 
be onl y a' metaphorical enlal1ement of the fentiment contained ill the 
preceding line: _ 

- blurs the grace alld blujb of modefry : 
but as the f.rtb'lId is 00 pro'\ler 6tuation for a b//ljb to be difpla)Zd in, 

. we m~y have recourfe to another ex atioo. 
It wos once the cullom for thofe were betrothed, to wear (ome 

flower II an external and ,onfpic mark of tbeir mutual enj!lge-
meot. So, in Sptllf.r's ShephmJ's c.Jt"d.r for ~rill 

" Bring (or."ati.", "-lId f,pl ill 'Wint. 
" WQrn oJ paralflfJUrl.·· 

Lytt, in his Herbal, ] 578, enumerat!S fopl ir. . 'Wine among tb~ 
£mailer k ind of lingle gilliftowers or pinks. 

Fi,ur. 
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And fets a blifter diere; makes marriage vows 
As falfe a weers' oaths: 0, fueh a deed, 
As from the body of contraclion ~ plucks 
The very foul; and fwtet religion makes 
A rhapfody of words : Heaven's face doth glow; 
Yea, this folidity and compound mafs, 
With tr,iftful vifage, as againft the doom, 
Is thought-flek at the act 3. 

£tuun. Ah me. what act, 
That 

Figure 40 in the M.,';c,.dmlCt, (a plate of which is annexed to the 
Firft Part o£K. H,,,,, JY.) h .. a /lower lixed on his f."h,ad, anel 
feems to be meant for thepa._. u, of the female charaCter. The 
/lower might be der.gned tor a ,oj" as the colour of it Is red ill the 
painted glafs, though ita form il exprelTed wi~ as little adherence to 
nature as that of the marrgold in lhe hand of the lady. It may, 
however, condua us to affix a new meaning to the Ilnes in quel1:ion. 
This 60wer, as I have iDee.difcov.red, is exaCtly /baped like the 10/'6 
;. 'W;"', now called the Deptford Pink. 

Set a bliJI.,. there, has the (a me meaning as in MtaiN'. f" M.afw,n 
.. WhofalUng in the 6aw. of her own youth. 
" Hath bliJI.r'd her report." 

See a note on thu paITage, ACt H.' Sc. 3' STIIIIYIIIII. 
• 1 believe, by the "i- W.al only mnot the roJ.at, hut. The fore­
hlad certainly appears to u. an odd place for the hue of' inno., 
cenee to dwell on, but Shakfpeare might place it there with aa much 
propriety al a foti/.. In T,oil., alld C,'.JJida we find thefe linea I 

" So rich advantage of a promi,'d glory I 
.. A'i"';/" upon the forehead of this aCtion." 

That part of th forehead which is lituated between the eye-brows; 
feems to haw been cODlidered by our pOet as the feat of innocence ind 
,lDodel1:y. So, in a fub(equent (cene: 

" - brands the hariot, 
Ie EVeD bere, between the ,btl), unfmirehed br«U 
" Ormy true mother." MALONE, 

.. -fro. the h.d, 4f c:ontraaion-] wlII,am." for; ",a"ia" 10*1 
1r1lEi. WAR.va TON. 

I _ H,d"',.', facI d.tb glo.,p I 
rta, tbis f.lidity and co",p"",d ",aft, ' 
With triftf.1 "'ifllgt, as afai~ft tbe d.,,,,. 
Is tb/JIIgbt-ji'k at the iza. ' If any fenfe can be found here, It i. 

this. The fUD glows, [an.d do .. it not always?J and the very folid maf. 
of earth bas a tril1:ful vifage, and i. thGught-lick. All this il Cad ftllff. 
The old quarto read. mIlCh Dearer to th~ poet'. {cnfc ; 

1 Htll""." face d • ., glD'W, 
O'er tbis /~idity and ""'I",,"d ",a/I, 
Wi(b heated "'ifag" III agailljJ lb. lif"", 
I, tbQ",bt-ji,k Qub, QEi. 'ro~ 
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That roars fo loud, and thunders ir.. the index 4 ? 

Ham • ..Look here~ upon this pill:are, and on this!; 
'rho 

From whence it appears, that Shakfpeare wrote I 
H.a'll.n's !act dotb glow, 
O'~ tbis lolidit] and compouna mal', 
With triftful "'ifage; and, a' 'gai"JI tbe dOOlll, 
Is tbougbt-fick at tbe a8. 

This makes a tine fenfe, and to this effca. The {un looks upon our 
globe, the fcene of this murder, with an angry and mournful coun­
tenance, half hid in eclipfe. as at the day of doom. WARBVII TON. 

The word beat.d, though it agrees well enough wjth glow, is, I 
tbink, not fo {hiking as triftful, which was, I fuppofe, chofen at the 
revieal. 1 believe the whole paffage now l':a.nd. II the all thor gave' it. 
Dr. Warburton's reading rel1:orel two improprieties, which. Shak­
{peare, by his alteration, had removed. In the lirll:, and in the new 
reading, Hea..,e,,'. face glow. 'Witb triftf,,1 vifage; and, H,a.",,,'. face i. 
thought-tick. To the common reading there i D!J objeCtion. JOlt N S. 

I am I1:rongly inclined to think that the reading of the quarto, 1604, 
is the true one. In Shakfpe.are's licentious diCtion, the meaning may 
be, The face of heaven doth glow with heated wifage, oyer the earth: anI. 
1>,av,n, as againft the day of judgment, is thought.lick at the .a:. 

Had not our poet St. Luke'. defcription of the laft day in his 
thoughts ?_<t And tbere /hall be ligns in the fun and in the · moon, 
and in the l1:an; and upon the earth diltrefs of nations, with per. 
plexity, the fea and the wavu roaring I men', hearts iailing them {or' 
fear, and fo~ looking on thofe things which are coming on the earth'; 
for the powers of heaven "/hall be /haken," &c. MALONJ:. 

4 '{bat '04rsl. 10Md, .!ec. J The meaning ii, What i. this aa, of 
which the mfc...,.,], or mention, cannot be made, but y,ilh this vio­
lence of clamour? JON N SON. 

_ and thunders in tbe indelt?] Mr. Edward.s obferYes, that the 
;'~de;ttl of many old book, were at that time inferted at the belinning, 
inftead of the end, as is now the cultom. This obferYaticn I hue 
.. ften feen confirmed. 

So, in Otb.lh, Aa: II. fc. vii.-" an ind •• and obfcure pl"ol,gw. to 
the hiftory ofluft and foul thoughts." S'rJ:J:1'J:NI. 

See Vol. VIII. p. 180, n. 6. Bullokat in hi' E:JtpojitIW, 81'0, 1616, 
delines an Inde:Jt by " A tabl, in • book .. " The tabl. was almoft al­
ways pr.fixed to the books of our poet', age. IDdexu, in tbe fenfe in 
which We now underll:and the word, were very UDcommon. MALON £. 

S L.ok bert, "p'" tbis piB*r" ua oil tbi,;] It i, evident from tbe 
following words, ' 

/1 flatio", like the herald Mercury, &c. 
that thefe piaure" which are introduced as mini~tQres on the lUge, 
were meant for whole lengths, being part of the furniture of the qllcen', 
dofer, 

lik. Maia', fOil be ftoot/, 
.dna food bi, pllllllll.-Mil'OIl, B. V. 5TIIVIIII •• 
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'The counterfeit prefentment of two brothers. 
See, what a grace ~as [eated on this b~ow: 
Hyperion's cUFls 6 ; the front of Jove hlmfelf; 
An eye like Mars, to threaten and command» 
A itation like the herald Mercury, 
New-lighted on a heaven-kiffing hill 7 ; 

A combination, and a form, indeed, 
Where every god did feem to ret his feal, 

The int.roduction of miniature,s in (hia place appears to be a mo­
dern innovation. A print prefixed to 'Rowe's edition of Ha"",t~ pub­
)jibed in 1709, proves this. There, the two royal portraits are txhi­
bited as half-lengths, han'ging . in the ~e'm's clufet; and either thus, 
or as whole lengths, they probably were exhibited from the time of tbe 
original performance ohhis tragedy to the death, of :Bettel'ton. To hlf­
lengths, however, the fame objection liesf as to mini . tures. MALOI<E. 

6 Hyperi •• ': curt.;-] It is obfervable th:.t Hyptriqn is ufed by 
Sp~nfer with thefameer~or in .i"a.tity. FARMER • 
• I have never met with an earlier edition of Malfton"lnJatiale 
Cqunteft than that in 1603: In this the following Iinel oecur; whith 
Dear a clofe refemblance to Hamlet'S defcription of his father: 

" A donative he hath of every goa; 
" Apollo gave ~im loch, JO'fJe his hi,hfrollt." STZZ,VJ:NI. 

7 Ajlatio" likltbebt,Q/d Mercury, 
. New-lighted o. a heaven.kiffing hill;] I think it not improbable 
at Shakfpeare caught this image from Phaer's tranllation of Virlil, 

(Fourth iEneid,) a book that withou~ doub~ he had read: 
" And noW approaching neere, tbe top he feeth and mighty Urn. 
" Of Atlal, fIIou"ta;" tougb, that beIJ'fItlI on boyft'rous jbOlllJerl. 

blartS;-
.. There firft on grounl! with wings of might doth Mercury ~rrlve, 
" Then down from tbene!; right O'fer feas himfelfc doth headlollC 

drive."" 
In the margin are thefe words I " The defcription of Mm.ry" jour­

• Jley from bla'lll1l, along the ",ountain Ada. in Afrike, biZbtjl ora earth. 
MAI.ONJ: • 

• Stat;qtl in thi a inll:anee does not mean tbe {pot 'Wb~" a1/} one i"I.t,4, 
but tbe ali of jlanding. So, in Alltony a"J'eltOpat,a. Act III. fc. iii. 

" Her motion and her jla/ion are 31 one." 
On turning to Theobald's 6r1l: edition, I fiQd that he had made the 
fame remark, and fupported it by tbe (arne infrance. The obfer,..­
tion is necelfary, for otherwife the compUment deligned to the attitude 
of the J.:ing, would be befrowed on the place where Mercury is tepre. 
rented as Ilanding. STEJ:VU<S . 

In the lirll: (cene of 'Iimon of Atblnt, the poct, admidll&' a pietllre, 
introduces tbe (ame image: 

.. - H_ thisgract 
,~ Siea~$ his OWl) P'lId;"g I~~ 
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To give the world alfarance of a man: 
This was your hafband.-Look you now, what follows: 
Here is your hulband; like a mildew'd ear I, 
BlaRing his wholefome brother. Have you eyes? 
Could you on this fair mountain leave to feed, 
And batten 1/ on this moor 1 Ha! have yon eyes? 
You cannot call it, love: for, at your age, 
The hey-day in die blood I is tam, at's humble, 
And wa!ts upon the judgment ; And what judgment 
Would fiep from this to this 1 Senfe" fure, you have, 
Elfe, could you not have motion": But, [ure, that [enfe 
Is apoplex'd: for madnefs would not err; 
Nor fenfe to ecftafy was ne'er fo thrall'd, 
But it referv'd fome quantity of choice, 

8 _ Ii., II mildew'd ear, , . 
Blafting bis 'WbokJome brotber. ) This alludes to PblZrlZob's JrtlZlft 

in the 41ft chapte~ of Ge"'.fiI' ST lt~VJ:NS. 
lI-ba/ltn-) i: e. to grow fat. So, in CltJIlJjlls 'Ii/mill' Nero, 1607' 

H _ and for milk 
" I htJfttw'd was with blood." 

Bat is an ancient word for il/ueaf.. Hence the adjclHve bat/Ill, f() 
often u(ed by Drayton in hisPo~ol~io". STltJ:VJ:U. 
, • 'Ihe hey-day i" the hlood-J This exprellion occurs in Ford', 'T/ 
Pity foe's a Whore, 1633: 

" ___ muft 

" The bey-day of youriUltury be fed 
" Up [0 a furfei t\?" STEEVEN8 • 

.. - Sen fe, jure, yo" hil'rle, 
Elfe, could yo" "ot bIZ'll' mo\ion :] Thefe words, and th~(ollowing 

tines to the word difference, are found in the quarto, but not in the folio. 
~enj. is fometimes ufed by Shakfpeare for fenfation 01 r .. jul af1Pttire; 
as motion is for the effi:fr produced by the irnpulfe or nature. Such, I 
think, is the lignification of thefe words here. So, in Mtajur. Jf' 
Mlai"re: ' I 

" - /he fpeaks, and 'til 
.. Such (enfe, that my Jtftj. breed, with it." 

Again, more appo~tely in tbdfame play, ",hert both the worcl. QIlCur, 
" - One who never feels 
.. The wanton ftings and ",otio", of the jtftj •• " 

So, in Braithwaite', S"''''ty'f Rifto,ie., 16141 Thefe (Mltumlt re­
lations will reduce the Itraggling m.ri., .. to a more (ettlecl anol r~tircd 
harbour," 

Strife has alread,. been afed in this (ceoe, fur it"itJti •• I 
" That it be proof and bulwark againft inr[ .... 

Dr. Warburton tOf.,"i"(lIb1litllf~1i ,mi~", i. e, Jn~Uea. M.u.ONIt. 
. To 
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To {erve in fuch a difference. What devil was't, 
That th\ls hath cozen'd you at hoodQlan-blind 3 l 
Eyes without feeling 4, feeling without fight, 
Ears without hand or eyes, fmelling fans all, 
Or but II fickly part of one true {enfe 
Could not [0 mope 5. 
o Ihame! where is thy blulh? Rebellious hell. 
If thou canft mutine in a matron's bones e, 
To flaming youth let virt~e be as wax, 
And melt in her own fire; proclaim no Ih-ame, 
When the compuJlive ardour gives the charge; 
Since froft itfelf as aCtively doth burn, 
And reafon panders will 7. 

f<.gun. 0 Hamlet, fpeak no more: 
Thou turn'ft mine eyes into my very foul J 

3 _ at b.oJ",,,,,-hli.d 1) This is, I fappofe, the fame u /,/i"Jma.'I-
1>. ff· So, in Tw.lamentQble T,Ql,di" ix Onl, tbe 0", • ",II,d" if 
M4j1., BltCb, &c. 1601 • 

.. Pick oot men's eyes, and tell tIItm that'. the fport 
" Of b •• d-man Mind." ST ••• EN •• 

.. Ey" <with.", ft ling, &c.) This and the three following lines are 
omitted in the folio. STltEVENS. 

C."IJ lot fo mope.) i. c. could not el(hibit fuch mark. of ftupJdity. 
The ame word i. uCed in the 'rtlllprf/, Sc. ult, 

" And were brought ",.plnl hither." STEEVEN •• 
CI _ Rebellious hell, 

Iftb." ,a.j1 mutine;" a ",,,t,.,,', b •• ",] So, in Orb,ll" 
.. This hand is moift, my ladYi-
4' Hot, .hot, and moift: tbis hand of youre requires 
" A fequefter from liberty, fafting and prayer, 
" Much calligation, exercife devout i 
" For here'S a young and fweating dwil here, 
.. That commonly "b.Is." 

To ",.tine, for which tbe modern editors hnc fub/Htuted ",.ti"1' 
wal the ancient term, lignifying to rife in mutiny. So, in KnoUes's 
Hill,., of th, T ",." 1603:" he J anifaries- became wonderfully 
difeontented, and began to ",,,ti,,. in diverfc. placea of the citie." 

MALONE. 
, - reafM panders <will.] So the foJio j I think rightly; but the 

nading of the Cluarto i. defen6ble : 
- ,taf •• pardons 'Will. JOHN ION. 

Palld." was certailily Shakfpeare'. word. So, in Yenul alld AM"i, t 
.. When rtllfo. ilt,bc ~awJ to Iuft', .bIJJe.'~ MAUll J. 

VOL . IX. An4 
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And there I fee fuch black and grained' fpotS'; 
As will not leave their tina 9. 

Ham. Nay, 'but to live 
In the rank fweat of an enfeamed bed ' ; 
Stew'd in corruption; honeyiIig , and making 10Ye' 
Over the nally fiye ;-

fl<!.lten. 0, fpeak to me no more; 
Thefe words like daggers enter in mine ears f 
No more, fweet Hamlet. 

~
m. A murderer,. and a villain: 

A ave., that is not tWc'nneth part the tythe 
f your precedent lord :-a vice of kings ~ : 

'/,A cutpurfe of the empire and the rule; 
'/ That from a fheIf tlie' precious' diadem ftole r, 

And put it in his pocket! 
!!(,umr. No more. 

E'1Iter Ghoft. 
\ Ham. A king of I'hreds and {'atches.: -' • 
Save me, and hover o'er me wah your wings, , , 
You heavenly guards !-What would your gracious figure ? 

!!<.!fun. Alas, he's mad. 
Ham. DOJou not come your tardy fon to chide, / 

That, laps' in time and paffion', lets go by 

I -1,";1116-1 Dyd in grain. JOKNSON. 
tI As will •• 1 have tbei, tiwEl. J The 'iuartol read I 

" AI will /uve Iblr. their tma" ST~J;VENI. 
J - .. "enfeamedb.a;.) Thuuhe'iuarto,16o ... and the folio. A 

Iater'iuarto of no authority reads-inCljl".u, bed. E.fun.a bttl, as Dr. 
John(on has obferved, is 1"':/1 be6. S ... ", figniliea bo"I4,-J. MALO!/! • 
. In the Book if Hauk,ng, &e. bl. I. no date, we are told that .. En-

fay",. of a hauke is tb. frect." STEEVENS. . 

& .:... .,itt if Ai"g' :] A low mimidt of kina" The .:Ce i, the fool 
of a farce ,; from whom the modernp ... ,b il deCcended. JORNSON. 

t That fr .. .. JlIIIJ, toe.] This i, faid not unmeaningly. but to /he .. , 
t hat tbe ufurper came not to the crown by any giorioul viUainr that 
~.rried danger with it, but by the low cowardly theft of • common 
pilferer. WAllBURTON. 

4 /I'Aing if fort/i .... at .. ttb,. I] Thil i. (ald, purCuiDI the idea of 
the .,i" oj king.. The ..,it. was drdfech.1 a fool, in • coat of party-
coloured patches. JOHNSOI/. , 

5 -IlIps'd i. ,i., ... a p .. JJi-,-l That. hatilll CulfcrcO Mt to jlip, 
IUld l"jJi~n to to~/, I", V. ,,,. JORlnoN. 

, . The 
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The important ailing of your dread command? 
0, fay! 

Gh#). Do not forget: This vifitation 
Is hilt to whet thy almofr blunted purpofe. 
But, look! amazement on thy mother fits: 
0, frep between liet and her fighting foul; 
Conceit in weakefr bodies ftrongefr works cs J 
Speak to her, Hamlet. 

Ham. How is it with you, lady r 
. f<.!!WI. Alas, how is't with you r 

That you do bend your eye on vacancy. 
And with the incorporal air do hold difcourfe 1 
Forth at your eyes your fpirits wildly peep; 
And, as the fieeping foldiers in the. alarm, 
Your bedded hair, like life in excrements 1, 

Starts up, and frands on end. 0 gentle fon, 
Upon the heat and Harne of thy dillemper 
Sprinkle cool patience. . Whereon do you look? 

Ham.Onhim! on him !-Lookyou, how pale he g1ar~s! 
His form and came conjoin'd, preaching to frones, 
VI ould make them capable 8.-Do not look upon me; 

Conceit i~ .utaktjlIJDtJiesjl,ongtj •• rAl i] COIIlIit for b,l/flinati,,,. 
So, in the Rap • • / L,.,rllI I 

.. And the ,onCfilllJ painter was (0 niee,-. " 
See alfoVol. VI . p. 536,n. 8. MIILON:t. 
1 -liitlift in excrements,] The hair. are excrementltiou., that 

is, without life r (en(ation; yet more very haiti, as if they had life, 
ftart up, &c. PoP E. 

SO, in Ma,b.lb I 
" The time has been­
" - my feJl of b"i" 
.. Would at a difmal treati(e roufo andjlir, 
.. Allife'fJJ.rti~·t.'· MA1.0NE. 

IS Hi,/ormand caaf. "nj.in'd, prtatbin, toj/ontl, 
1I"M/J IIIaAl Ib .. capable.] Cap. bit here lignifies ;.t,llil,,,t i CII­

clued with underftanding. So, in Ki., Ricbard 111: 
.. __ 0, 'tis a parloul boy, 
er Bold, quick, ingenious, forward, capabl .... 

"!ic yet ufe (III"citl in thi. (cnCe, Sec VQI. VII. p. u:z., n. 8. 
M,U.ONJ:. 

Left, 
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Left, with this piteous aCl:ion, YOIl convert 
My ftern effeCl:s $I: then what I have to do ' 
,Will want true colour; tears, perchance, for blood'. 
~ten. To whom do you fpe* this? , 
Ham. Do you fee nothing there? 
~etn. Nothing at all; yet all, that is, I fee. 
Ham. Nor did you nothing hear 1 
~ten. No, nothing, but ourfclvos. 
Ham. Why, look you there! look, how it fteals away! 

My father, in his habit as he liv'd . '! 
Look, where he goes, even nbw, out at-die portal! 

[Exit Ghoft .. 
§!.!!een. This is the very coinage of your brain .. 

This bodilefs creation ecftafy 
Is very cunning in li. 

Ham. Ecftafy! . 
My pulfe, as yours, doth temperately keep time, 
And makes as healthful mufick: It IS not madndS" 
That I have utter'd: bring me to the teft, 
And I the matter will re-wor<1j which madnefs 
Would gambol from. Mother, for lo've of gtace~ 
Lay not that flattering unCl:ion to your foul, / 
That not your trcfpaf~, but ~y madnefs, fpeaks:. 
It will but lkin and film the ulcerous place; . 
Whites rank corruption, minin,g all within, 
InfeCl:s uofeen. Confefs your(elf to heaven; 

9 ~ fit,lI eficas:] Efftfll for aaions; deeds, tfTtEletf. MALOlfl . 
• My fatb.r, ill bis babit a, be Ii,,' d 11 If the poet mUlll by thi. 

espreffi , that his father appeared in his ownfamillar babit, he haa 
either forgot that.be had originally introduced rum in arm."" or mu(\: 
have meant to v~ry his drers at this his Iolt appearance. The diffiClliCJ· 

. lI)ight perhaps be a little obviateo by pointing the line thus: 
Myfatbtr'-';" bit habit-as bl ii",'d. ST ... VUU. 

,. ,(bi, i, tb. 'fI"y coinage .f your brain s 
2:'bis bodiler. creation ttJlafy 
Is Vtry '""nin! jn.] So, in Tbe R4f>. if Lucrec.: 

•• Such jbadfJ'Ws are the weak brai,,', for".,i .. ," MALt !flf. 
Etft"fJ ill ~ place, and many others, meanol a temporary alienI. 

tinn of mind, a fit. So, in Eli.p. Lihidj"./., I, nonl, by 'Jobn Rindt, 
1606: "- that burltlng out of lUI ufiaJv "herein /he h i d long Il:ood, 
like One beholding Medura's head,lamel)tin&," "t. STIiIfVIiNS. 

See Vol. IV. p. 36J, n. 9' MALONIi. 

Repent 



'P'RINCE OF 'DENMARK. S+! 
epent what's paft; avoid what is to come; 

And do not [pread the compoft on the weeds", 
To make them ranker. Forgive me this my virtue: 
For, in. the fatnefs of thefe .purfy times, 
Virtue itfelf of vice mull pardon beg; 
Yea, curb 4 and woo, for leave to do him good. 

ff<!!een. 0 Hamlet! thou haft cleft my heart in twain: 
Ram. 0, throwaway the worferpart of it, 

And live the pl1l'er with the other half. 
Good night: but go not to my uncle's bed; 
AJrume a virtue, if you have it not. 
That monfrer, cuftom, who all fenfe doth eat 
·Of habit's devil, is angel ye in this S ; 
That to the ufe of aaions fair and good 
He likewife gives a frock, or livery, 

#That aptly is put on: Refrain to-night J 
And that Ihalliend a kind of eafinefs 
'To the next abfrinence: the next more eafy (; : 
For u(e almofr can change the ftamp of nature, 
And ejther curb the deviF, or throw him out 

3 - d~ "Dt 11'rtI,d tb. W"PD!I, "'e,) Do not, by any new indul. 
I ce, heIghten your for,l'..er ottences. ]ON1ISON. 

4 _ cMr. -] That ii, b.~d a04 trud/.. Fr. cDllrh.r. So, ia 
l'i.rt. PIIJ'UJllla,,: 

CI Then I CDN,hid on my knees," &c. 5TEltvItNI. 
5 'Tbllt ",.n/itr, Cl'ft."" 'Wb. all firr/' d.tb tilt 

Or biWit's devil, is ang.1 y.t in tbis ;1 Dr. Thirlby conjeElllred 
hat h.~fpeare wr"le~"rhabits ."iI. I incline to think with him; 

thoDgh 1 have left the ten undilturbed. FCDm 'Tbllt ",."ft.r to lut 011. 
is not in the foliD. MA LON 1:. 

• I think Thirlby's conjeClure wrong, though the (uc~ .. ding editofl 
have foliDwed it; fl7lg.1 and d...,i/ are evidently oppored. ]ORHSON. 

6 _ tb. "txt mDrt .a!J: &c. ) Thi. patToge, as far 'lottn'j. i, 
omitted in the folio. STIt£V.'NS. 

7 .dNd tilb.r curb tlJ. d.",il, &c.) In the quartD, where alDlle thle 
atTage is found, (ome word was accidc;"tally omitted at the prefs ia. 

the line before us. The quarto, 1604, readu 
And .itb.r fb. devil, or throw him out, &c. 

For the infertion of th~ word curb I am anfwerable. The printer or 
correClor of a later quartD, finding the line nonfenfe, omitted the word 
.itb." and fubftituted .aft.r in its place. The modern editors have 
accepted the fubfiituted word, and yet retain .itb.r j by which tbe 
metre i. dtltroyed. The word omitted ill tbe full ,oP1 was \IIldoobtedl. 
'y a mDDofyllablc. MAJ.OIU. 

Witb 
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• With wondrous potency, Once more, gQod night! 

And when you are defirous to be bleft> 
I'll bleillng beg of you,-For this fame lord, 

. (f,oinling t Polonius • 
. I do repent; But heaven hath pleas'·a it fo,- ' 
To punifu me with this, and this with me 8,_ 
That I mull be their fcourge and minifler. 
I will bellow him, and will 'anfwer w n 
The death I gave him. So, again, good night !-! 
I mull be cruel, only to be kind: - , 
Thus bad begins, and worfe remains behind.-
One word more, good lady Il. · , , 

f<.!:een. What fuall I do 1 • I 
Ham, Not this;- by no means, that< 1 bid you do, 

Let the bloat king I tempt you again to bed; 
Pinch wanton on your cheek; call you, his moufe s; 
An<llet him, for a pair of reechy kiffes $, ' • 

, • • I Ot 

• 'To punifh til. ~it~ tbis, and fIJis 'Witb me,J,To-punJIh me by mak- 4 

ing me the ln1l:ru~ent ofth,is man'~ death, and to punilh thi~ man by!, 
my hand. for this, the reading of both the quarto and folio, !lit 
T. Hanmer and the fubfequent editors have fub1l:ituted, ' 
I ' To punilh bim 'Wilb ",e, and,.. 'Witb tbis. MALON •• 

9 0", 'WQrd ",ore, &c.] This pallaae 1 have re1l:ored from the 'iuartos~ 
. STIU:V..NI • 

• Let tbe bloat Ai"g-] i. e. the fwollen king. Bloat is the read­
ina of the quarto, 1.604. The folio'reads-the blunt king. MAL ON 1:. 

This aSOIin hints at his inteay>e!aDce. H~ had drun~ hiinfelf jllto 
• dropfy. BLACKSTON£. 

S -bis moufe';) lJIoufe was once a term of endearment. $0, in 
Warner', ~/bio,,'s ~ngIQ"d, 160:', b. z. chap. JO: .' 

.. Go<\. blef~ thee, flrOUft, the bridegroom (aid," &c. 
Again, in the Men~cbmi"J59S:, .. Sb~1I I tell thee. fweet ",ollJel 

I never look up<lh t\,lee, but I 11M <juite out of love with my wife." 
, STU:V£N •• 

This term of endearment is ~ery an~ient, being found in ~ nt'lll ana 
_rry Enter/"d., c~l/t¢. tbf '(rial Dj'Trlafure, J 567,: ' 
, ' .. My mouj., my nabs, my cony fweete ; 

" My hope andjoye, my whole delight," MAliON!:. 
3 _ relCby kifie8,) Retchy i. fmuky. The author meant to con­

"ey a cOlrfe idea. and was not very fcrupulous in hit choice of an 
.pithet. The rime, however, is applied wit h ,reater propriety to 

tlie 
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Or padling ia your neck with his daJllll'd fingers. 
Make you to ravel all this matter out, 
That I eifentially am not in madnefs. 

3+3 . 

But mad in craft 4, 'Twere goodl YPu let him know: 

.the neck of a cook-maid in Corio/at/MI, Asain, in 1!a., B,,,·Pot', 
In'llijibl. C.",.dy. 1618 r 

II ____ bade him go 
II And walh his face, he look'd (0 rtt<bi!y. 
" Like bacon hanging on the chimney's roof.' STEltVaN., 

R.uhy inc1ude~ I b~iere, Im't I, well as fmo~e, Tn.e yerl! to ,.,ecb, which was once common, was certainly a corruption of-to 
rtd. In a forQl~r p~O"age ijam!et ha r,emonlhated with hil mother, 
on her living 

II In the rllnkj'W.ot of an enfeamed bod," MALONE, 
4 Th., 1 tjf.nlillily am nDt in .,,,dn.f,, 

But ",ad in ~rllft,-] The reader will be pleaftd to ree Dr. 
Farmer's extraEt from the old quarto Hiflori. Df H"mhl", of whicb 
he had a fragment only in hi. poO"effion.-" It was not without caufe, 
" _lid juA: octafion, that my gell:uie., countenances, and word's, 
.1 fceme to proceed from a madman, and that I delire to haue ali 
" men ell:eeme mee wholy depriued of fenfe and reafonable under­
cc franding, byt'auf. , I am ·well alfured, that he that hath made no 
.. confeience to kill his owne brother, (accull:omed to murthera, and 
~ allured with delire of gouernement without controll in hi. treafoll'll) 

" -wiH not {pare to {aue himfelfe with the like cruel tie, in the blood 
" and Relh of'the loyns of his brother, by him malfacred I and there~ 
cc fore it is better for me to fayne m~dnelfe, then to ufe my right 
•• fences as oature hath bell:owed them upon me. The bright fuining 
" c1e~rnes thereof J am forced to hide vnder this Ihadow of diffimu~ 
" !ation, as tbe (UII doth hir beams under {orne grut cloud, when 
" the wether in {ummer-time ouercall:elh I the face of a madman 
.. ferueth to couer my gallant countenance, and the geflutes of a fool 
cc are ~t for me, to the ena that, guiaing myfelf wifely therin, 
.. may preferue my life for the Danes and the memory of my lato 
" deceafed father; for that the delire of reuenging hi, death I. fo in. 
" graven in my heart, that if I dye not Ihortly, I hope to take fuch 
" and fo grtat vengeance, that thefe countrye. fuall for euer fpeake 
"thereof. Neue'rtheleffe I mull Il:ay the time, meanes, and occa60n. 
" lell: by making ouer-great haft, 1 be now the cauCe of mine ow • 
.. fodaine ruine and ouerthrow, and by that meanes end, before I be­
" ginne to efled: my hearts de!ire : hee that hath to cioe with a wicked. 
" di/loyall, cruell. and difcourteous man, mull: vfe craft, and politike 
II inuentions, fuch as a fine witte can beR: imagine, not to difcouor 
.. his interprife; for feeing that by force I cannot e/feEt my defire, 
" re4ron alloweth me by diffimuJation, fubtiltic, and {ecret praaiCcl 
~. to procecdthcrcin." ST£f;yaNs. 

Z '" F~t, 
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For who" that's but a queen, fair. fober, wife. 
Would from a paddock, from a bat, a gib s, 
Such dear concerning$ hide l who wQuld do fq , 
No, in defpig~t of fen fe, al'\d fecrecy ~ 
Unpeg the balket on th,e houfe's top, 
Let the birds fly'6; and, like the famous ape., 
To tryconclufLOns 7, in the balket creep, 
And break your own neck down. 
~m,.. Be thou affur'd, if words be made ofbre~th' 

And breath of life, I have no life to breathe ' 
What thou haft faid to me. 
, Ham. I mull toEngl and' a ; you know that? 
~een. Alack, I 'had forgot; ,tis fe, concluded ~n. 
Ham. There's letters feal'd 51: 'and my two fchool .. :fe~" 

~~.- - , 

S -1l gib,] ' So, in Drayton's EpilUe (rom Eli~or Cobbal/J to D1I4. 
11 "fIIlbn, : • 

" And taU rtl.e beldam, gib, witch, night-mare, trot." 
G;b wu a' common name for a cat. STXJ:VE~I. 
See Vol. V. p. 1"3, n. 5' MALONE • 

. 6 Un, 't tbe haft,t 011 tb. bo"je's top, / 
Let tb. birds fly j 1 Sir John Suckling, in one o( his letters, m.'l! 

poJlibly allude to the Came ftory: " It is the ftory of the jael.nap" 
lind tbe partridges j thou ftaJ;eft after a beauty till it is loft to thee, and 
then let~ out another, --and ftareft after that till it i, gone too." 

W.UNltll 
"12'0 try conelll/ions,] i. e. experiments. ' STltXVllN8. • 
1)ee Vol. VIII. p. 334, n. 3. MALON.I:. • 

• 1 mujl t. England j] Shak,fpeare does not inform us, how Hallllet 
came to know that he was to be fent to England. Ro(e~cranb ~nd 
Guildenfrcrn were nnde acquainted with the king's intentions for 
the lint time in the. very raft fcene; and they do not appear to have 
bad any communication \yith the prince /inee that time. Add to 
this, that in a fubfequent (cene, when the king, after the death of 
Polonius; informs Hamlet he was tQ go to Engl.nd, he expre([es ' 
creat {urpri[e, a. if he had not heard any thing of it before.-Thia 
Jaft, however, may perhaps be ICcounted (or, as contributing to his 
ae6gn ot palling for a madman: MALONE. 

~ Tber.', letters feard: &c.] The IliAc foJlowin& ver(es are added 
e~t of the ol~ edition. POl'll. : 
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Whom I will trull, as I will adderS' fang'd' ,-
'They ben the mandate; they mull fweep my way, 
And marlhal me to knavery: Let it work; 
J.1or 'tis the fport, to have the engineer 
Hoill" with his own petar: and it £hall go hard. 
But I will delve one yard below their mines, 
And blow them' at the moon: 0, 'tis moil fweet, 
When in one line two crafts direCUy meet - .­
This man {hall fet me packing. 
I'll Jug the guts S into the neighbour room :­
Mother; good night.-Indeed, this counfellor 
ls nowIJloft Ilill, moll feeret, and moll grave, 
Who was in life a foolilh prating knave. 
f2ome, ftr, to draw toward an ertd with with you" :­
f300d night, mother. 

[Exeunt fivernlly; Hamlet dragging in Polonins. 

s _ addmjll.l'd,] That is, ndders with their janl" or poi/onou, 
',etb, undrawn. It haa been the practice of mountebanks to bo.alllhll 
efficacy of their antidotes by playing with .ipers, but they /irll: die. 
abled their fangs. JOHNSON • 

.... , 1. HDijJ,&c.] HDijJ for hoij.d; aS1'a.ftforl'a./l~d. ST~J:VENS. 
• When in one line t,oo "ajll dirt81y mm.] . Still alluding to a, 

ciJuntlrm;",. MALONE. . -
- 3 _ Ih. guts -] The word l~tl waa not anciently fo olfenlive to 
delicacy as it i. at prefent; but w~s ufed by Lylly {wl.o made the firjl 
attempt to poliih our language) in his ferious compofitiono. So, in 
hi~ MyiJar, IS9:l: "Could not the treafure of Phrygia, nor the tri. 
butes C!f Greece, nOI mountains in the Eatt, whofe g~'s are gold, 
(ati,fy thy mind?" In /hart, g"/s was u(ed where we nOw ufe en­
Irllils: Sta.yhurjl often has it in his tranllation of Virail, 158:1. I 

. Pectoribul inhians fpirUltia confolit 'XIIl. 
I< She wecns herl"ortune by g~1I hoate fmoakye to confter." 

ST.IIr,VEN •• 

4 Com', fir, 10 dro'lll toward 6. end wilh YDIl:) Shakfpeare has been 
1Infortunate in his management of the lI:ory of this play, the moll: 
firikiug circumll:ances of which arife fa early in ita formation, a. not 
to leave him room for a conclufion fuitable to the importance of it. 
beginning. After thi. Iaft interview with the ClJoJI, the charaaer o( 
tJamlct hu loft all its cOIl(c'lucllce. STIIVINI. 

ACT 
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ACT IV 5, seE N E I, 
crhe lame. 

$nter King, Qyeen, ROSENCRAN'llIo;, and GUJ LDE~ 
STERN. 

King. There's mat~er ip. thefe flghs; thefe profound 
heaves . 

Vou mull tranfiate: 'tis fit we underftand th~m : 
Where is your fon? .• 

f<.!!een • .8eftow this I1l~e on us a little while 6._ 

[to Rof. and Guil. 'Who go Ollt . 
Ah, my good lord 7, what hjlve I feern tn-night 1 

King. What, Gertrude? How does Hamlet! 
!f0een. Mad as the fea, 'and wind, when both conten4 

Which is the mightier .; In his lawlefs fit, 
Behind the arras hearing "fomething flir, 
He whips his rapier out, aq4 cries, A rat! a rat! 
And"in this brainith apprehention, kills 
The unfeen good old mall. 

King. 0 heavy deed! 
It had been [0 with us, had we been there: 
His liberty is full of threats to' all'; . , 

'To you your[elf, to us, to everyone. 
Alas! how lhall this bloody deed be anfwer'4 . 
It will be laid to US; whofe providence 
Should have kept thort, relh~iq' p, and out Qf haunt 8, 
. Th~ 

5 Alii 11'., This play is printed ;'1 tl)e o.ld editions withop't . ny 
(eparation or the aas. The divi/ion is modern and arbitrary, ; and is 
here not very happy, for the paufe is made at a time when there is 
more continuity of . aion than in almoftany other of the fcenes. J OM 'S . 

6 Btfto'W Ihis place on us a lilll. ~uhif~.] This line is wanling in the 
folio . STlt E VEN S. ., 

7 _ my 'good ford,] The quartos rea\l-min. G'W,n lord. ST E EV EN S. 

• Mad as tb. fta, o"d 'Wind, 'Wh.n both co.umt, &c.) We have pre­
clfely the fame image in K. Ltar, exprefi'ed with more brevity: 

" -- he was met even now, 
" AI mad 01 th~ V'EX' D foa. n MA L(}NE. 

S - out of haunt,] Out of haunt, means out of tvmpany. So, in 
fit,tDII.J and Cleopatra: _ 

" Dido and her Sichae us {hall want troop3, 
" And all the haunt be ours," 
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This mad young man! but, fo much was our love, 
We would not underftand what was molt fit 1 
But, like the owner of a foul difeafe, 
To keep it from divulging, let it feed 
Even on the pith of lif~. Where is he gone 1 

ff<Eeen. Tq draw apart the body he hath kill!d; 
O!er whom his very madnefs, like fome ore P, 

Among a mineral of metals bafe, 
, Shews itfelf pure; he weep's for what is done. 

King. 0, G~!trude, c,!me away! 
The fun no fooner fhall the mountains touch, 
But we will fhip him hence: and this vile deed 
We mull, with all our majefty and !kill, 
130th COlln~e~ancc: .nd excufe.-Ho! Guilde.nftern ~ 

Enter Ro sE NC R "NTZ, and GUI L DE N S't 11 RN. 

Friends both, go join you with fome further aid! 
Hamlet in madnefs bath Polonius flain, ' 
4nd frail) his mo'ther's clofet hath he' d,agg'e!, him: 
Go; feek him out; fpeak fair, and bring the body · 

-.J.nto the chapel. I pray you, hlfte in this. 
, [Exeu71t Rof. and Guil~ 

fplJl~~ qertr~de, we'll call up our wifeft friends; 

~gaiJl, in ;Varner's A ,'hion', England, 1602., book v. cbap. 2.6: 
" " Ani! from tile {mjih of hea.en's wife allure the amorous b~ ... t'" 

T he place where · men alfemble, is often poetically called 'the b411r1t if 
"'tn. So, in R omeo artd Ju liu : 

" We 1411< here in the public baunt or men,'" S1EKVKl'I'. 
9 -like fom' are,] Shakfpeare feems to think ore to ~e or, that is, 

gold. Bafe metals have ore no lefs than pretiou., J OIU" a If. 
He has p~rhap, ufed qre in the fame fenfe in his Rap. of L~erlct: 

" Wh~/l beauty 60afted bluDles, in defpite 
Cl Virtue would frain tljat or, with Cliver white." 

See Vol. X. p. 90, n , 6, 
A mintral Minthe u defines in hi s Diaionary, 1617, "Any thin, 

that grows in mines, and ,o,'ain. tn.,ol,," Shakfpeare feems to ha.e 
ufed the word in this fenCe,-for a r.d, mafs of meta", In Bul1ok~r" 
1!nglijhExpojilor, S.o, 1616, Mia<ral is defined, I. mtttall, or any tbine 
JigJred OMt oftb, ea,tb." MALONlt . 

Mirt"." are mines. So, in 'Th. Co,.,. Remain, of Halel of Eron, 
J693, p. 3+ Contro.erfies of tbe timel, "like {pirits in the ",intral" 
with aU their labour, nothing Is dor,e," STZltVltNS, 

And 
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And let them know, both what we mean to do, 
And what's \llltimely done: fo vipero s flander I.~ 
Whofe whifper o'er the world's diame :er. 
As level as the cannon to his blank. 
Tranfports his poifon'd fhot,-may mifs our name, 
~nd hit the woundlefs air ".-0, come away! 
My foul is full of difcord. ~nd difmay:. £Exeu,,~ 

SeE N E H. 
Another Room in the jame" 

Enter HAMLET. 

Ham.-Safj:ly ftow'd,-[Rof. f:fco 'Withi" .. Hamlet! 
lord Hamlet!] But foft1,-what nouel who calls Oil 

Hamlet? 0, }.lere they come. 
Enter 

2 _ r~ 'lJiPlfOUI fJander, &:.] Neither thefe words. nor the fonowing 
.three lines and nn half, are io the foHo. In the quarto. 1604, and aU 
.the (ubfequent. quartos, the Ilatrage frands thus : 

-And what's untimely done. 
Whofe whifper o'er the world's diameter, &c • 

.the compolitor having omitted the latter part of the fir/Hine, a~ ill 

.a former (cene; (fee p. 310, n.4.) a circumfrance which gives additional' 
ftrength to an. obfervation made in Vot. VlI.p. 575, n. 8. Mr. Theobald 
fupplied the lacuna by reading-For haply Oander, &c. So "l'penra tIJ 
me to fuit t~e context better; for thele lines jore rather in apP'llition 
with thofe immediately preceding, than an illation from them. Mr. 
Mafon,l find, has made the (arne obfervation. 

Shakfpeare, as Theobald has obferved, again expatiates on the 
.aiffulive power of /lander, in Cymheline: 

" _ No, 'tis jlander ; 
" Whofe edge is /harper than the fword, whore tongue 
.. Out-'lJ.nolll' all the worms of Nile, whofe breath 
.. Rides on the poCi:ing winds, and doth bely 
" All corners of the world." MALON 1:. 

S _ tb. woundlefs air.] So, in a former fcene: 
" It is as tbe air invulnerahle." MALON 1:. 

J _ But f~ft,] 1 have added thefe two words from the quartos. 

The folio reads: 
Ham. Safely ftbw'd. 
RoJ. &c. 'Within. Hamlet! 
Hzm. What noife, ~c. 

STIEVINSf< 

lord Ham.let . 
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E"ttr ROSEN C RANTZ, and GUI LDEN STE !tN. 

:Roj'. What have you done, my lord, with the dead body' 
Ham. Compounded it with duft4 , whereto 'tis kin. 
Roj'. Tell us where'tis; that we may take it thence .. 

And bear it to die chapel. 
Ham·. Do not believe it~ 
Roj'. .Believe what? 
Ham. That I can keep your c(}unfel, and not mine own-. 

Befides, to be demanded of a fpunge !-what replica­
tion fhould be made by the fon of a king? • 

Roj'. Take you me for a fpunge, my lord r 
Ham. Ay, fir; that foaks up the king's countenance; 

his rewards, his authorities. But fuch officers do the 
king beft fervice in the end: He keeps them, like a~ 
_pe 5, in the corner of his jaw; firft mouth'd~ to b. 

1 ail; 
In the quarto, 1604, the fpeech ftand~ thus I 

Ham. Safely ftow'd; but foft, what noife ? who calla on Hamlet? kc. 
I have therefore printed Hamlet's fpeech unbroken, and infertect 

that of Rofencrantz, kc. from the folio, before the worda, hilt loft, kc. 
In the modern editions Hamlet is made to take notice of the noife made< 

J>y the courtiers, before he has heard it. MALON J: . 

<4 Compou"d.d it Vlitb duft,-) So in K. H"", Jr. P.lI.· 
. "Only c~mpounil me witb forgotten duft." 
Again, in our poet'. 71ft Sonnet; 

.. When I perhaps compound.d am 'Witb cla,." MALONE. 

S - lil. a. ape,l The quarto has appl., which is generally fol_ 
lowed. The folio "has liP', which Hanmer has received, and itluf. 
trated with the following note. 

" It is the way of monkeys in eating, to throw that part of their 
.. food, which they take up lirft, into a pouch they are provIded witiJ 
.. on the fide of their jaw, and there they keep it, till they have done: 
It with the reft." 10H NSON . 

Surely this Jhould be" like an ap. an appl •• " FARMER. ' 

T e reading of the folio, lik. an ap., J believe to be the true one; 
bFcaufe Shakfpeare has the fame phrafeology in maRY other places. 
The word ap. refers to the king, not to his courtiers. H. kelp • 
• b.m, Iik. an ape, in tb. CO,ft., of bi,jaw, kc, means, he keeps them. 
II. an ape ke,p./Dod, in the corner of his jaw, &c. So, in K. Henr,IY. 
P. I. C< -your chamber-lie breeds tleas like a IDath ;" i. e. as faft 11. a 
loach hr"d, IDacbts. Again, in K . Lear: ""Tbey Batter'd me li4, . 
Jog j" i. e. a. a dog (ow", up,,. I1lf4.f1att.,. bi. mafttr. 

That the particular food in Shakfpeare's contemplation was am 
I1ppl., may be inferred from the {onO'Nin, pa(fas-e in Tb, ell/tain, by 
Beallmont and Fletcher: 

flAa4 



11. A M LET; 
laft fwallow'd: When he needs what vou have glean'd, 
it is but fqueezing you, and, fpunge,' you fuall be dry 
again. 

RoJ. I underftand yOI;1 not, my lord. 
Ham. I am glad of it: A knavilh fpeech fleeps 11l a 

foo1i1h ear 6. 

RoJ. My lord, you muil: tell us where the body is, and 
go with us to the king. 

Ham. The body is with the king 7, hut the king is not 
with the body. The king is a thing-

Cuil. A thing, my lord? 
Ham. Ofllothing 8 : bring me to hiqi. 

all after 9 . 

Hide fox, and 
[Exit. 

SCENE 
" And 1l~, dnd kif. mt hand unto my miftrefs, 

• "As often as an afe dtts for an appl,." 
I cannot approve of Dr. farmer'. rulling. Had our poet meant to 

introduce both the ape ~nd the apple, he would, I think, have written 
nC?t like, but" as an ape an apple." 

The two inft.nces above quoted /hew that any emendation is unne· 
ceJfary. The reading of the quarto is, however, defenfible. 

MALONI'!. 

6 A knafJijh (pmb Jlups i~ a foolijh .ar.] This, if I millak.e not. 
i. a proverbial {eiltellce. MAL 0 N E. ' . 

1 The body is wi(h tb. iing,-] This anfwer 1 do not comprehend. 
Perhaps it /hould be, The hody i. not 'Witb Ibe ~i"g, for lb. ~ing iI "ot 
'Witb tbe hody. J OKN SON. 

Perhaps it may mean this. The body i. in the king's houfe, (i • •• 
the prefent king'i,) yet the king (i. e. he who /hould have been king) 
i. not with the body. Intimating that the ufurper is bere, the true 
king in a better place. Or it may mean,-Ibe guill of tbe murdtr liu 
""itb tb. king, but the king is 1Iot wb.r. lb. body lies. The a/reeled ob. 
fcuriry of Hamlet muft excufe fo many attempts to procllre {omething 
like a meaning. 5TEEvxNs. 

a 0fnotbi"l:-] So, in Tb, S1'4_ijb 'Irag.dJ: 
" In ' troth, my lord, it is a tbing of notbillg." 

And, in one of HarvtJ'. letters, .. a lilly bug-beare. a (orry pufFe of 
winde,4tbingofn.tbillg." F"RMXR. 

So, in Decker'. Match III' ;n L."don, 1631 I 
. " At what doll: thou laugh? 

" At. tbing of ".tb;"g; at thee." 
Again, in Ben Jonfon's Magnetic Lady : 

c. A toy, a tbing o/_otbing." STItItVItN S, 

Mr. Steevens has given here many parallelifllll; but the origin of all 
it to b; look'd for, I beli;ve. in tbc l4+tb PCallll. ver. 5 ; If Man illike 

II tbi", 



PRINC'E OF DENMARK. 

seE N E IIi. 
.Another Room in the Jame. 

Enter King, attmded. 

King. i have (el\t to feek him .• and to lind the body. 
How dangerous is it, that this man goes loofe ? 
Yet mull not we put the {hong law on him: 
He's lov'd of the difttaCled multitude, 
Who like not in their judgment, but their eyes; 
And, where 'tis fo, the offender's fcourge is weigh'd, 
Eut never the offence. To bear all fmooth and even, 
This fudden fending him away moil feem 
D,eliberate paufe: Difeafes, defperate grown, 
By dcfperate appliance are reliev'd, 

Enter ROSENCRANTZ. 

Or not at all.-How now 1 what hath befaIJen! 
Rof. Where the dead body is beftow'd, my lord, 

We cannot get from him. 
King. But where is he 1 
Rof. Without, my lord; guarded, to know your plea,: 

fure. 
King. Bring him before us. 
Rof. Ho. Guildenftern! bring in my lord. 

Enter HAM L ST, and GUILD ERSTERN. 

King. Now. Hamlet, where's Polonins 1 
Ham. At {upper. 
King. At fupper? Where? 
Ham. Not where he eats, but where lie is eaten: 

• tbing of nougbt." The book of Common Pr.yer, and the tranOatioa 
of the bIble into Englilh, furnilhed our old writers with many forma 
lIf espreffion, {orne ofwhith are.ftill in ufc. WHALL EY. 

\I Hid. fox. &c.] There i8 a play among children called, Hid. JOlt, 
lind till aft". BANana •• 

The (arne fport is alluded to in Dec~tr's SatiI'D",ajlix: « - our un­
handfome-faced poet does play at bo-peep with your grace, and aiel 
_~I/ bid, as bo,Ys do." 

This pa1fage II not ill tbe quarto. STalVi I''', 
tcrtaia 



HAM LET; 
certain convocation of politick worms are e'en at him. 
Your worm is your only emperor for diet: we fat aU 
creatures elfe, to fat us; and we fat "urfelves for mag­
gots: Your fat king, and your lean beggar, is but vari­
able fervice; two di£hes, but to one table; that's the end. 

King. Alas, alas I I 
Ham. A man may fi£h with the worni that hath.eat of 

a king; and eat of the fi£h that hath red of that worm. 
King. What doll: thou mean by this? . 
Ham. Nothing. but to fhew you how a king may go a 

progrefs through. the gut! of a begga~. 
King. Where IS Polonlus 1 
Ham. In heaven; fend thither to fee: if your mef­

(enger find him not there, feek him i' the other place 
yourfelf. But, indeed, if you find him not within this 
month, you £hall nofe him as you go up the friiirs into 
the lobby. . 

King. Go feek him there. [tofomt Attendantf. 
Ham. He will fray till you come. [Exeunt Attendants. 
King. Hamlet. this deed, for thine efpecial fafety,-

Which we do tender, as we dearly grieve 
'For that which thou hafr done,-mull: fend thee hen£&: 
With firy quicknefs": Therefore. prepare thyfelf ; 
The bark is ready, and the wind at help', 
The alfociates ten.d. and every thing is bent 
For England. 

Ham. For England 1 
King. Ay, Hamlet. 
Ham. Good. 
King. So is it, if thou knew'1l: our purpofes. 
Ham. I fee a cherub, that fees them.-But, come; 

for England !-Farewel, dear mother. 
King. Thy loving father, Hamlet. 
Ham. My mother: Father and mother is man and wife J 

I Ala., ala. I) This fpcech, and the fol/owing, are omitted in this 
(olio. STJ:ItVJ:NS • 

.. IPitb fir] (JilickntJ.:) Thefe words are Dot iD the quartos. 
• STJ:J:VIN~ 

3 _ tbe aJintl at help,] I IUppofe it Ihould be road, • 
. 'The harA il rradlJ aruJ Ibl willd ,t. helm. J OlllllOli. . 

.z JIlaa. 
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man and wife is one fieili; and Co, my mother. Come. 
for England. . .. ' [Exit. 

Kit/g. 'Follow 11m at foot ; tempt hIm wIth fpeed aboard, 
Delay it not, I'll have him hence to.night: 
Away; for every thing is feal'd and done 
That elfe leans on the affair: Pray you, make hall:e. , r Exeunt Rof. and Guil. 
And, England, if my Jove thou hoJd'ft at aught. 
(As my great power thereof may give thee fenfe j 
Since yet thy cicatrice looks raw and red 
After the Danilh (word, and thy free awe 
Pays homage to us,) thou may'ft not coldly fet 
Our fovereign proeefs 4 ; whjch imports at full, 
By letters conjuring to that elfeel' j 

The 
4 _ tbDu 1I14Y'ft nDt c.ldly fet 

Our fD'Vtrtign prDceJ. ;) Mr. Steevens fays, he adheres to thi, read­
ing, which is found both in the folio and quarto, beeaure-to let js all 
esprellion ufed at the gaming-table. To Jtt a (urn of money at hazard , 
i s to .ftikelt, or to olfer it as a """XU; but I do not fee how that 
throws any Iieht on the prefent pallage. 

To Jtt at "Dligbt i. a pbrafe yet in ufe, and occurs in one of our 
poet's plays: 

.. To havea fonftt your decrees at "Dught." , 
To Jet the king's proeefs coldly, may therefore perbaps mean, to valu, 

or r ate it low; to Jet it lit nDugbt. M A LON E. 

S By letters eonjuring-) Thu, the folio. The quarto reads, 
" By letters (.ngrui_g. ST EltVJ:N8. ' 

The reading of the folio inay derive fame (upport from the fol_ 
)owjnt paOage in Tht HJjfDry if HlIl11bltf, bl. let. -" m~king the king 

f England minUler of hi, malr.cring reColu tion; to whom he pur. 
pofed to fend him, [Hamlet,) and by letters dtjirt him to /,ut him to 
death." So alfo, by a fubfequent line , 

., Ha",. Wilt thou know the e/feCi of what I wrote 1 
to B.~. Ay, good my lord. 
" Hal1l. An earneO: cDnjllrafiDn from the king," $ec. 

The tireumO:ances mentioned .s induclng the king to fend the prince 
to England, rather than elfewhere, arc Iikewife found In The HyJhr:J 
Df RlImbltt. 

1!.ffill was formerly urcd for tiEl or dud, limply, and il (0 ~(cd in the 
Jine before us. So, in Leo', RiftDrit of Afrlu, tr~nR.ted by Pory, 
.folio, 1600, p. !I. 53 I 'co Three daic. after this 'ff,ll, there came to us II 
Zuum, that is, a captaine," Ae. See alfo 1"1"", p. 340, n. 9. 

The verb to CD"j"", (in the (cafe of to fll"Ii~aJ") Wat formerlya(. 
cented on the firft fyUable. So, ia M"cbttb : 

.. I conjure you, by that whkh ,/"OJ profefs, 
" Howe'" you come co know it, anf or me ," 

VOL, IX. A a A,aU!, 



3U HAM· L E ~ 
The llrefent death of Hamlet. Do it. Enfland; 
For hke the hetlick in my blood he rages , 
And thou muff cure me: Till I know 'tis done, 
Howe'er my haps, my joys will ne'er begin 7 , 

seE N E IV. 
A Plain in Denmark, 

Enter FORTINBRAS, alld Forus, marching,' 

For. Go, captain, from ine greet tbe Danilh king; 
Tell him, that, by his licence, Fortinbras 
Craves 6 the conveyaoce of a promis'd march 
Over his kingdom. You know the rendezvous. 
If that his majefty wo.uld aught with us, 
We Ihall exprrfs our duty in his ~ye. 
And let him know fo. . 

Cap. I will do't, my lord. 
For. Go fofdy on. [Exeunt FORTINBRAS a1ld Forcer. 

Emer HA M LilT, ROB Il N eRA N T21, Gu I LOll N'ST El\,N ,C5C'. 
Ham. Good fir 9, whofe powers are thefe ? 
Cap. They are of Norway. fir. , 

Again. i~ ,King J obn : 
" I conjure thee but Jlowly; . run more faft." 

Again, in 1I0meo and Juliet: 
.. 1 conjure thee, by Rofaline's bright eyea",_. 

Again, in MeaJurefor Meafure: . 
" 0 Prince, 1 conjure thee, as thou believ'a," .&c. MALOlut: 

o -like tbe b.8id, in my blood berag .. ,] So, in L()'(Je',LllbolU',LojI: 
" I would forget her, but a fe",er, /he, 
"R,igm j""'yblo.d." MALONE • 

., Howe'er",y baps, my jOyl will "e'er begin.] i. e. , (al Dr. John­
fon obfervea,) "till 1 know 'tis done, I /hall be miferable, whatever 
befall me." · , 

This is the reading of the quarto. The folio, for the fake ofrhymc, 
feada, \ 

" Howe'er my haps, my jo)'S 'Were ne'er b'g""," 
"But '~hi$,' I think, the poet could not have written. The king is 
Ipenking of the future time. To fay, till l/bQII be informed that :a 
ce..rtain .a bal I,.,;' dODe. whatever may befaiI me, my joys nner.b.4 
a beginning, is Curely nonf.nfe. MALON E. 

~ Craws) Thus the qua rtos. 'l' he fo1io-,I",.,. ST •• VENS. 

!.I Good jir, "" ] The ECm;Unin, part of thi' fcene it omitted iJl the 
folios. STI.VENI. 

&111. 
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Ham. HolV purpos'd. fir. I pray you I 
Cap. Againll: (orne part of Poland. 
Ham. Who commands them. fir P 
Cap. The nephew to old Norway. Fortinbras. 
Ham . G,oes it againll: the main of Poland. fir, 

Or for fome frontier i 
Cap. Truly to fpeak. and with no addition. 

We go to gain a little patch of ground. 
That hath in it no profit but the name. 
To pay five. ducats. five. I would not farm it; 
Nor will it yield to Norway, or the Pole, 
A ranker rate, Ihould it be fold in fee • . 

3SS 

Ham. Why, then the Polack never will defend it.; 
Cap. Yes, 'tis already garrifon'd. 
Ham. Two fhouf.·md.fouls, and twenty thoufand ducats, 

Will not debate the quell:ion of this ll:raw : 
This is the impoll:hume of much wealth, and peace; 
That inward breaks, and fhews no caufe without 
Why the man dies.-I humbly thank you, fir. 

Cap. God be wi'you, fir. [Exit Captain.' 
Ro.f. Wilf1t pleafe you go, my lord? 
Ham. I will be witl, you ll:raight. Go a little before. 

[Exeunt Rof. and the reft. 
How all occaiions do inform againll: me, 
And.fpur my dull revenge! What is a man, 
Ifhls chief good, and market of his time ., 
.Be but to fleep, and feed l' a beall:, no more. 
Sure, he. that made us with fuch large difcourfe", 
Looking before, and after, gave us not 
That capability and god,like reafon 
To full: In us unus'd. Now, whether it be 
Bell:ial oblivion, or fome craven fcruple 3 

Of thinking too precifely on the C!vent,-
A thought, which, quarter'd, hath but one part wifdom. 

I - cbiif goed, lind marl,t Df hi. time, &c.] It his higheR: good. and 
that fDr 'Whicb he (.11. hi. ti",., be to /Jeep and feed. jOHICIOIC. 

Market, I think, here means profit. MALOHK. 
~ - 'IIrg. difcour(e,] Such latitude of comprehenfiOJl, fueb power 

of reviewing the patt, 81ld anticipating tbefutare. JORNIO". 

S - f,." craven /&1'111/'-] Some cow.uy fA'll"c, ScI VoLlIl. 
,_ a871 n. a. MA 1.01'11. 

And, 
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And, ever, three parts coward,-I do ot know 
Why yet I live to fay, '{'his thing's to ,TO ; 

\ Sith I have caufe, and will, and ftrengih, and mean-.. 
To do' t. Examples, gro(s as earth, exhort me: 
Witnefs, this army, offbch mafs, and charge, 
Led by a delicate and tender prince; 
Whofe fpirit, with divine ambition puff'd, 
Makes mouths at the invifible event; 
Expofing what is mortal, and unfure, 
To all tnat fortane, death, and danger, dare) 
Even for an egg-fileH. Rightly to be great, 
Is, not to flir without great argument 4 ; 

But greatly to find quarrel in a thaw, 
When honour's at the frake. How frand I then, 
That have a father lcill'd, a mother frain'd, 
Excitements o,f my reafon, and my blood s, 
And let all fieep? while, to my {harne, J fee 
The imminent death of twenty thoufand men. 
'rhat, for a fantary, and trick of fame, 
Go to their graves like beds ; light for a plot 
Whereon the numbers cannot try the caufe, 
Which is not tomb enough, and continent 6, 

To hide the 11airt ?-O, from this time forth, 
My thoughts be bloody, or be nothing worth! [Exit. 

4 - Rigbtly to b. great, , 
Is, nor toflir ~ilhoJl f, &c~] The (e,ntimeot ofShakfl'eare i, partir 

Jun, and partly romanticlc. 
_ Rigbtly 10 be grellt, 

• 1, "or to flir 'Without gnllt a;gument j 
is exaaly philofophical • 

.But greatly to ftnrlquarrtl in II jJrll'W; 
Wh,tt honour', fit tbe jllzke, 

is the idea of a modern hero. Jfut tb,,,, rays /Ie, boltOflr ;, a" flrg_. 
"''''1, or J .. bjeEl .f d.bate,fu./fici.ntly great, "nd when honour is Itt 
flake, we muA:ftnd caufe of f",urel in II ftrll'W. jOH NSclN. 

5 E"citt",'~tI.f my ,,,rfon, and "'1 blood,] Provocations which ex­
cite both my rea{on and my paffions to vengeance. JOHNSON. 

<I -colltinlal,] (1."tille/lt, in our author, means that whi,h com­
prehends or coclo{es. So, in King Lea,: 

" Rive 700r (oncc.lipJ ,onlin,,,,,," ST Ii. V UII. 

SC ENE 
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seE N E v~ 

EHinore. .A Room ;" the Caj1le. 

Enter ~een, and HORATIO • 

. ~un. --I will notfpeak with her. 
Hor. She is importunate: indeed, diftraet; 

"Her mood will needs be pity'd. 
~lfun. What would /he ha¥e ? 
Hor. She fpeaks much of her father; fays, /he hears, 

There's tricks i' the world; and hems, and beats her 
heart; . 

~purns envioufly at ftraws 1; fpeaks things in doubt, 
That carry but half fenfe: her fpeeeh is notlling, 
Yet the )Jnlbaped ufe of it doth move 
The hearers to collettion 8; they aim at it 9 , 

And botch the words up fit to their own thoughts; 
Which,.as her winks, and nods, and gell:ures yield them, 
Indeed would'make one think, there might be .thought, 
Thot~h nothing fure, yet much unUappily '. 

7 Sturm envioully at jlfa"",!;] Envy is much ofrener put by our 
poet (~nd thofe of his time) for diteCl: t1't1erjion, than for malignit.! 
conceived at tbe/ight of an.other's e,,~cl/ence ~r bapfinefs. 

P, in Killg Henry PIIJ. 
" You turn rhe good we otferinto envy." 

AI:~in, in God's Rtver.ge againjl Murder, 167,1, Hifi. Vl.-" She 
JOV~$ the memory of Sypontus, and envies and detelh that of her two 
hulhands." STJEVENS. 

See Vol. VII. p, 47" n. 1, and Vol. VI. p. 7$' n. 6. MALON £. 
8 _ to collefriqn;] i. e. to deduce confeqnences from fuch prell)ifes. 

So, in C,mbeline, Scene the la!l; 
" ----w/lofe containing 

- C< Is fo from fenfe to hardnefs, th.t I can 
" .Make no c.ll,aion of it." 

See tIle note on this paJrago. STEEVENS. 
9 - they aim at it,) Thl: quartos read-they yawn at it. To aim 

i s to guefs. S TEE V £ 'l!!1I. J 
I 'Tilough nolbingf"re,yet much unhappily.] i. e. though her Dlun· 

inl:l cannot be cenainly colleCl:ed, yet there is enough to put a mi[. 
chievou! inrerpretation to it. WARBURTON. 

See Vol.H. p. 7,34. n. 2.; Vol. Ill. p. 456, n. 6; and Vol. VU. 
p. 37, n.2.. MALON 1. 



3,8 HAM LET. 
!!<.!fun. 'Twere good, (he were fpokien with $; for {he 

may fhew 
Dangerous conjeEtures in ill-breeding minds: 
Let her come in. [,EXIt Horatio. 
To my fick foul, as fin's true nature is, 
Each toy feems prologue to fome great amifs 3: 
So full of ardefs jealoufy is guilt, 
It {pills itfdf, in fearing to be [pitt. 

Re.enterHoRATIO, <witp OPHELIA. 

Oph. Where is the beauteous majefty of Denmark? 
Qgeen. How now, Ophelia t 
Oph. How /hould I your true luvekno<w4-

From another one? 
By his (o(kle hat, aud J1aff, 

And his /andal jh~on s~ [Singing. 
~een. 

Tillt unhappy once lignified ",ij,hiroDul.1 may be k\'o~'n from 
P. Holland's t ranOation of Pliny', Nal. Hifl. b. 19' ch. 7. "- the 
furewd and nhal'pit foules, which lie upon the lands, and eat up the 
feed new.fowne." We ftill ufe unlucky in tbe famefenfe. ST£XVXN6 • 

• ':Iwere good, {h. wert fl'oktn w ith ;-] Thefe lines are given to 
the <leetnin the folio, and to Horatio in the quarto. JOHNSON. 

1 thiDk the two fitft line$ of Horatio's (peecb, ['Twere good, &c.) 
belon, to him; tbe reft ~o tbe queen. BLACKSTONE: . 

In the quarto, the ~een, Horatio, and a Gtnlltmon, enter at the be­
BiDning of this (cene. The two fpeeches, " She is importunate," &c. 
:and" She fpeaks much of her father," &c. are there given to thr; 
C entlt11l0", aDd the IiDe now before us, as well as the two followinS,' to 
H.ro,;. ; the remalnder of tbis fpeech to the queen, I think it probable 
that the regulation propafed by Sir W. Blatkftone was that intended 
by Shakfpeare. MALONE. "' 

J - to fom, greal amif.;] Shakfpeare is not lingular in his ufe of this 
word as a fubftantive. So, in the Arra;gn""nf of Par;" 158*: 

" Gracious forbea rers of this world'. omiJ,." 
Again. in Lilly's Woman in fbt Moon, 1597: 

" Pale be my looks, to wienefs my omirs." STX): VENI. 
See Vol. X. p. 315' Each toy i., each triffe. MALONE. 
411_ jhould I,.ur Iru,lo.", &c.] There is no part of this play, in 

its reprefentation on the ftage, more pathetick than this fcent; 
which, I f~ppofe, proceed. from the litter infel'.fiilliity Ophelia ha~ to 
her own mafortwlcs. 
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!<!Jmt. Alas. fwe:t lady, what imports this fong? 
Oph. Say you? nay, pray you, mark. , 

He il dead and gone, lady, [ lings; 
He is dead and gone; . 

At hi! head a graft-green tuif. 
At his beeLI a Jione. 

0, ho! 
!(yU1I. Nay, but Ophelia,­
Oph. Pray you, mark. , 

WhiJ.e his jbroud aJ the mountain foow, [iings~ 

Ellter King. 
Qgeen. Alas, look here, my lord. 
Oph. Larded all ".JJithjwut flowers 6 ; 

Which hewept to the grave did /10! go, 
1/f'ilb true-love ./howers. 

, King. How do rou,' pretty lady? , 
Opl1. Well, God 'ield you 1 ! They fay, the owl was a 

baker's 

A great renfibility, or none at all, reems to produce the fame e/tea. 
In the latter the audicJl'. fopply what the wants, and with the former 
they fytl1.Pathize., S1r J. R EYN OLDS. ' 

5 By bit cockle hilt, aM flaff, 
And bis Janda/jhoon.) This ' is the defcription of" pilgrim. 

While ,this kind of devotion was in favour, love. intrigues were carried 
on under tilat malk. Hence th~ old ballads and novels made pil .. 
grioollgcs the iubjea. of their plots. The cockle-a.ell hat was one of 
the eilential badgtS of this vocation I for the chief places of devotion 
beiDg beyond (ea , or on the coafts, the pilgrim,_ were accuftom.d to 
put cockle-1hells upon their hats, to denote the intention or performance 
of their devotion. WAlnUIlToN. 

So, in Gre'no', Nover too late, 16 [6: 
" A ha of ftraw like to a fwain, 
" Shelter for the fun and rain, 
U ;with a fCallop-fhell before," &0. 

Again, in 'Tbe Old Wiv.es 'Talt, by George Peele, J 59 5: "I will 
gi ve thee a Palmer's flajfe of yvorie, and a feal/op-jb'// of beaten: 
gold." STJ!:EVENS. 

,6 Larded all ~ujth fWNtj1tJWm i) The expre/llon is tallen from 
cookery. JOHNSON. • 

7 Wtl/, God'ield JOII !] i. e. Heaven reward you I So, in Antotly 
and Cleopat ,a: . , ' 

" Tend me to-nigh t two hours, I aJk no lIIore, 
" And the GodsJiefdJou for't I" 

A a + So, 
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baker's daughter'. Lord, we know what we are, but 
know not what we may be. God be at 'your table! 

King. Conceit upon her father. 
Oph . Pray, let us have no words of this; but when 

they afk you, what it means, fay you this: 
ero-morrow is Saint ITaientine' J aay9, 

/ 
All in tle morning hetime, 

.Ami I a maid at Jour winao<7AJ. 
ero. be your ITalentine : 

CJ'hen up he roft, mJti do"n'a his cloathl ". 
And dupp'd the chamber aoor" i 

Let in the maid, that cut a msif/ 
Never aeparlta more, 

King. 

So Sir John Geey, in a letter in A1hmole·. Appendix to his Ac­
count of the Garter, Numb. 46: " The king of his gracious 10rd1hipe, 
CDd yeld him, hafe chofen me to be owne of his brethrene of the 
knyghta of the garter." THEOBALD. 

See Vol. IV. p. 30'1" n. 9. MALONE. 
8 -Ibe G-.JI was a bder' s da~gbltr.) This was a rnetamotphofis 

of the common people, arifing from the mealy appearanc: of the owl's 
feathers, and her guarding the bread from mice. W _\J.B t1~ TON. 

To guard Ibe breadfrDm mice, is rather the office of a . at than an 
C'WI. In oar"s and ~ranaries, indeed, tI,le fervices of the ow,l are fiill 
acknowledged. ThIS waBJ however, no metamorpbqfi, of tbe CO",fIIO" 

pcoplt, but a legendary fiory, which both Dr. ]ohnfOJl aad myfelf 
nave read, yet in what book at leaft I cannot recolleCi'.-OuT Saviour 
being refufed bread by the tiaMzbttr 9/ a hder, is defcribed as puni1h­
ing her by turning ber into an owl. STltI!VENS. 

9 S.i"t Valedtine's day,] There is a rural tradition that about this 
time of year birds choofe their mates. Bourne in biB A"ti'll/itlt. of 
tbe Common Ploplc, obferves, that" it is a ceremony never omitted 
among the vulgar, to draw lots, which they term Yalentin", on the tve 
before Valentine-day. The names of a felea number of one felt are 
by an equal number of tbe other put into fome vefieJ; and after that 
every one draw~ a name, which for the prefent is called their Y91.,,­
t int, and is a1fo look'd upon as a good omen of their being man and 
wife afterwards." Mr. Brand adas, that he has" fearched the Legend e:f 
St. Valentine, but thinks there is no occurrence in his life, that 
could have given rife to this ceremony." MA LONX. 

, - donn'd bis cI.atb.,) To d.", is to d. 0., to p~t on, as doffis to 
J. off, put off. STltltVltNS. . 

~ And dupp'd tbe <bambtr-door;l To tiMP, 1S to d. liP j to lift the 
latch. It were eafy to write, Anifop'd -. JOHNSON. 

To (1-" was a common ~Qntraaion of to do MP' So, in :Damon alltl 
Pythiar, 
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King. Pretty Ophelia! 
O/b. Indeed, withQut an oath, I'll make an end on't. 

Dy Gis, and by Saillt Charity]. 
Alack, and.fte for Jhame ! 

Young 1It6lt 'Will do't, if they rome to't; 
Dy cock 4, they are to blame. 

f<.3oth foe, hefore YO,u tumbled me, 
You promis'd me to 'Wed: 

- [Heanfwers s.] . 
So 'Would I ha' dOl1t, hyyonder fun, 

All thou hadft not come to my hed. 
Xillg . How long hath /he been thus? 
Oph. I hope, all will be well. We muft be patient: 

l>ut I cannot choofe but weep, t(:) think, they fhould lay 

Pytbia" 15!!z: " - the porters are drunk -; will they not dup the gate 
to-day I" 
. Lord Surrey, i.n his tran!lation of the {etond iEneid, renders Pa". 
dun(ltr pDrtlf, "The gates caft up, we ilfued out to play." The 
phrafe {eems 'to have been adopted either from doing up the latch, or 
drawing up the portcullis. ' . 

It appears from Martin Mark.all', .I1poIcf!i. to tb~ B.I.ma" of L."don, 
1610, that in the caut (If gyplies, &c. }jup tb. giZl.r,Ggnified t~ 
open tb.dDDrt. STI!:I!:V,ENS. 

3 By Gis, and by Saint Charity" Sill;"! CLarity- is a known {ainC 
among the R oman Catbolics: Spen{er mentions her, Edog. V. zS5: 

" Ah dear lord, and fweet Saint Cbarily '" 
J find, by Gi,fft, ufed as an adjuration, both by Gafcoigne in his Po:mt, 
by Prefton in his Cam6yi's, and in K. Edward III. 1599: 

"ByGis,fairlords, etemanydaies be p\lll,"&c. STEltVllPl •• 
In the feene between the ballard Faulconbridge and the 'Eriers and 

nunne in the firJl:part of Th, tr~ubl'J~tII. Rail'" of King J~b". (edit • . 
1779, p. :156, &c.) the nunne (wears by Gil, and the friers pray tl> 
"~aint Wi. bold, (another obfolete faint mentioned in K. Ltar~ Aet HI.) 
and adjure him by Saiotebari,i, to hear them. BLACKSTONE. 

By G;I-There is not the leal!: mention of any faint whofe name 
correfponds with this, either in the R~tllan Cal,ndar, the [enice in 
UJMm Sarllm, or in the Benedietionary of Bilhop Athelwold. I believe 
the word to be only a corrupted abbreviation of ]t/ws, the letters' 

, J. H. S. being anciently all that was (ec down to denote that facred 
name, on altan, the cove., of books; &c. RrDLI!:Y. 

4 By tDck,-] Tbi. is likewife a corruption of tbe {acred name. 
Many inl!:ances of it are given in a note at the beginnin, of the fifth 
Aet of the Second Part of K. H,,,r,IV. STlt:EVltNS. 

S 11. '''f~'''.] Thefe word~ I have adeled {com the quutos. 
STE:&VJ:NS. 

him 
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him i' the told ground: My brother fuaU know ont, and 
fo I thank you for your good coun(eI. Come, my coach! 
Good night, ladies 6; good night, [weet ladies: good 
night, good night. . [Exit. 

King. Follow her clofe; give her good watch, I pray 
you. [Exit Horatio • 

. 0 ~ this is the paifon of deep grief; it {prings 
All from her father's death: And now behold, 0 Ger. 

trude, Gertrude, 
When forrows come, they come not fingle fpies. 
But in battalions! Firfr, her father /lain ; 
NeJCt, your fon gone; and he moll: violent author 
Of his ownjufr remove: The people muddy'd, 
Thick and unwholefome in their thoughts, and whifpers. 
For good Polonius' death; and wehave done but greenJy7. 
In hugger-mugger to enter him 8: Poor Ophelia 
Divided from herfelf, and ber fair judgment; 
Without the which we are piCtures, or mere beall:s. 
Laft, and as much containing as all tbefe_ 

Her 
(\ Come, my coach! Good lIight, ladies j] In M arlowe·s 'T"",bu,. 

l"ill', 1590, 'Zabina in her frenzy ufes the fame expreGion; "Hell, 
",d. ready",y (oa(b, my chair, my jewels. I comt,,l com.,'· MA l.nN J!. 

7 _ Aut greenly, ] But ,,,,ftilj_11y l with grttllllif.; tbal is, without 
flllIt.my of judgment. JOHNSON. 

~ In hugger- mu~ger to tntt, bi", t-] All the modern e .clons that 
I bave con/ul t d, gi .. ·it, 

In private 10 •• 1., bi .. j-
That the words now replaced lIre better, I do not undertake to Frove; 
it it {ufficient th.t they are Shakfpeare's: if phrafeology i. to be 
changed as words grow uncouth by difufe, or grofs by yulgarity, the 
hiliory of every language will be Ion; we /ball no longer have the 
words of ans author; and, at thefe alt~rationa will be often unlkil­
fully maoe, we /b all in time bave v<ry little of his · meaning.!.oHN SON . 

On this jun obfervation I ground the refioratinn of a ,ro s and un. 
p1ea6ng wo,d in A preceding p.rrage, for which Mr. Pope fubfiit~ted 
z,oan. SIC p. 190, n. 3. The alteration in tbe prefent inllancc vas 
made by the fame editor. M A 1.01'1 Z. 

Sbakfpea re probably took th~ exprefJion from tbe following paffafie 
in Sir T. North's tranOation of Plutarch.-" Antonius thinking th.: 
his body /bould be honourably buri ~d, and not in burgtr-"'_gg"." 

It is ur~d in Harrington's Ad.JI.: 
"So that it might be done in b.ggtr-",uU"'" 

It .pp.~" from Greene's Grou"dwor! of Coney,IIuLitll, IS9z, that 
( t9 blilltr, Wal to hnk about, STU:UNI. 

The 
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Her brother is -in fecret come from France: 
Fet:ds on his wonder 9 , keeps himCelf in douds, 
And wants uot buzzers 'to infeCl: his ear 
Witb pefrilent" fpeeches of his father's death; 
Wherein neceffity, of matter beggar' d', 
Will nothing frick our perron to arraign' 
In ear and ear. 0 my dear Gertrude, this, . 
Like to a murdering-piece s. in many place!, 
Gives me fuperfiuous death! [../ noifn"ithin. 
~umll Alack! what noife is this' 1 

Enter a Gentleman. 
King. Attend:Where are my Switzers·? Let ~hem 

guar.d the door: 
What is the matter f 

The meaning of the exprellion is afcertained by Florio's Italian Dic­
tionary, 1598: "Di~Pjc.Jo, Secretly, hiddenly, in hucgtr-mugger." 

. MAl-ONE 

9 Feeds DIJ bjs wonaer,-) The folio reads-Keeps on b" 'Wondtr,-. 
The quarto,-Feeds on this 'Wunder.-Thus the true reading is piek~d 
out from between them. Hanmer reads unnecellarily.-Fee.ds on bi, 
anger. ' JOHNSON. , • 

I Wberei .. necejjity, &c.) Wbmin, that ls, in wDicb I'l}Iilt.t 
Jpmbts, nmjJity, or, tbe obligatio,. of an accu!er to !upp.rt bis cbarIt, 
'Will notbing flick; &c. JOHNSON. 

z Li~e to a murdering-piece, &c.] Dr. Warburton thought that by' 
a murdtring-piece was mea-nt ~, fuch a piece as aff.llias ufe," with many' 
ba.rrels"; Rnd Mr. Steevens conceived, that this explanation was jufti­
ned by the following paffage in Tb. DouU, Marriag. of B. and Fletcher: 

" And, Iikea murder/8Z piut, aims not at one, 
" But all that ftand within the d~ngerous level." 

But Dr. Warburton ~as certainly miftaken. A rnurdering-pi'eI 
was the fpecilick term in Shakfpeare's time, lor a piece of ordn. nee, 
or Cmall cannon. The word is found in Coles's Latin DiClionary, J~79, 
and .rendered, " tormtntum murate." 
, The fmall cannon; which are, or were, ufed in the forecall:le, half­
deck" or Il:eerage of a {hip of war, were within this century called 
murdering-piues. MALON E. 

3 Alac. ! &c.] This fpeech ot the Q!leen is omitted in the q,uartos. 
STJ:EVEllIS. 

• Wb,re art my Switzers?] I han obferved in marly of our old 
plays, that the guards attendant on kings are called Sw itz.", and that 
without any regard to the country where the fcene is laid. REED. 

Tbe reafon is, becaufe the SwiCs in the time of our poet, as at pte­
{ent, were hired to 6ght the battles of other nations. So, in N .the's 
Cbrifl's Ttarts iWtr Jm'J./"", 4'0, 1594: "Law, logicke, and the 
S'Wil;r.'''J lIIay be hired to fight f91 '"Y body." MAl-OIll:. 

Gen • . 
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Gen. Save yourfelf, my lord; 

The ocean, over-peering of his lift~, 
Eats not the filj,ts with more impetuous hafte, 
Than young Laertes, in a rioto\1s1 head, 
O'er-bears your officers! The rabble call him, lord; 
And, as the world were now but to begin, 
Antiquity forgot, cuftom not known, 
The ratifiers and props of every word s, -
They cry, Chooft 'We; Laertes foall he Ring! 
Caps, hands, and tongues, applaud it to the clouds .. 
Laertes foall he Ring, Laerle.r Ring! 
~een. How cheerfully on the f:dfe trail they cry! 

. 0, this is counter, you falfe Daniili dogs 6 • 

.. The ocean ov.r-puring of bi. lift,] LijI, in this place, lignifieD 
",undary, i. e. the /hore. So, in K. li.nry IV. P.I.: 

., The very lijI, the very utmoft bound 

.. Of all our fortunes." 
The fe/vag. of doth was in both places, I believe, in o~r authour'9-
thoughts. MALONE. 

S The ratifiers and prop, of 'Vtry word,] Sir T. H~nmer would 
tranfpofe this line and th: next. lJr. Warburton propofes to read, 
'Ward i and Dr. Johnfon, 'Weal, inllead of 'Wor'. I /houle! be rather for 
reading, 'Work'. TvltwHITT , 

In the firft folio there is only a comma at the end of the above line; 
and will not the pafi'age bear this conftruC\ion ?-The rab~le call bim 
lord; and, as if the world were now but to begin, and 81 if {he ancient · 
cudom of hereditary fucceJIion were unknown, they, the ra ~ifiers and 
props of every word be atle", cry, Let us make cboice, that "aertea 
fuall be king. TOLLltT. 

This conflrwElion migbt certainly be admitted, and Ibe ratifier and 
pnp. of every ~uord mjght be underftood to be applied to the rabbi, 
mentioned in a preceding lio;, without Hanmer's tranfpofition of thi. 
and the following Jine; but there is no authority for what Mr. 
Toilet adds, " of every word be [i. c. Laertes] utltr.," for the poet 
has not defcr-ibed Laertes as having utt red a word. If therefore 
the rabble are called tbe ratifi.r. anp prop. of t'V.ry 'Word, we muft 
undcrfrand, "of every oord uttered bJ tbemf.lves:" which i. fo 
tame, that it would be unjufl: to our poet to Cuppofe that to have bee.'} 
his meaning. Ratifiers, f!! c, refer nOt to the people, but to cuflo/ll anc! 
•• Ii'!";t" which the fpeaker fays are tbe true ratifiers and props of 
every word. The lad word however of the liDe may well be fufpeC\ed 
to be corrupt; and Mr. Tyrwhitt bal probably "'!)gefred the true 
reading. MALONE. -

6 0, rbi, j, ,ounltr, ,ou falf. DniJh dog •• ] Houlld. rull ,ou.tt, 
when they trace the trail b.clc.wards, JOHNIOi'!. 

Kilfg. 
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King. The doors are ~Fke. l Noift within. 
Enur LAER. TES. arm'd; Danes following. 

Lael'. Where is this king ~-Sirs, frand you all without. 
Dan. No, let's come in. 
Lacr. I pray rou, give me leave. . 
Dan. We wil , we will. [~hry retire without ·the dDor. 
Laer. I thank you :-keep the door.-O thou vile king, 

Give me my father. 
~etn. Calmly, good Laertes. 
Laer. That drop of blood, that's callJ), proclaims me 

ballard; 
Cries, cuckold, to my father; brands the harlot 
:Ever. here, between the chane unfmirched brow 7 

Of my true mother. 
Kitlg. What is the cauCe. Laertes. 

That thy rebellion looks fo giant-like 1-
Let him go, Gertrude; do not fear our perfon» 
There's fuch divinity doth hedge a king, 
That treafon can but peep to what it would, 
ACts little of bis wilI.-Tell me, Laertes, 
Why thou art thus incens'd i-Let him go, Gertrude ;-
Speak, man. . 

Laer. Where is my father 1 
King. Dead. 
Q..lletll. But not by him. 
Killg. Let him demand his fill. 
Laer. How came he dead 1 I'll not be juggled with: 

To hell, allegiance! vows, to the blacken devill 
Confcience, and grace, to the proroundeft pit! 
I dare damnation: To this point I ftand,-
That both tbe worlds I give to negligence, 
Let come what comes; only I'll be reveng'd 
Moft throughly for my father. 

King. Who /hall ftay you? 

, ..... _"J",irtl"d brO'W-] i. e. c1ellJl, not defiled. To be/mirtb, our 
author1lkl AclU. fe. v, . 

This ~ms to be an a11ufion to .. proverb often introduced in tbe 
old comedies. Thus. in the r.."d", P,edit_l, 1605: "- as true a. 
tb ... /lU11 bctwoen any m.I1·'~nw,." STIIVI!U. 

Laer. 
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Letet'. My will, not all the world's: 

'And, for my means, I'll hufband them fo weIll 
They fhall go far with little. 

King. Good Laertes, _ D 
If you defire to know the certainty 
Of your dear father's death, is't writ in your revenge. 
That, fweep-ftake, you will draw both friend and foe. 
Winner and lofer 1 
- Laer. None but his enemies. 

King. Will you know-them then 1 
Laer. To his good frie~ds thus wide I'll ope my arms; 

And, like tlle kind life-rend'ring pelican 8. 

Repaft them with my blood. 
King. Why, now you fpeak 

Like a good child, and a true gentleman. 
That I am guiltlefs of your father's death. 
And -am moil: fenfibly I> in grief forit, 
It fhall as level to your judgment 'pear I, 
As day does to your eye. 

Danes. [<within.] Let her come in. 
Laer. How now I what noife is that? 

'Enter OPHELIA, fa11taJlically drtjs'd <with ./!ra<ws and 
:fIo'l.vers-. 

o heat. dry up my ~rains! tears, feven times !"alt, 

8 -lif •• refltl'ring pelican,] So, in the ancient Iltterlude if Natllr., 
hI. I. no date: 

" Who taught the cok hys watche·howres to obferve, 
" And fyng of carage wyth /hryll throte on hye 1 
" Who taught the pellycan her tender hart to carve I­
e< For /he nolde fuffer her byrdys to dye I" 

It is almoft needlefs to add that this account of the bird is entirely fa~ 
bul/Jus. ST I< .VEN S. 

s> _ moft fenftbly-] Thus the quarto, 1604. The folio, follow­
jng the errour of a later quarto, reads-moft je,,/!Me. MALON E. 

I _ t.y.ur judtment 'pear, ] So the quarto. The folio, and all the 
later editions, read,-I. y.ur judgment pierte, Ids intelli&ibly. 

• - JOHNSON. 
This elifton of the verb to app.lJr, is tommon to Beallillont aM 

Fletthcr. So, in Th. MlJid of the Mill, 
" And where they 'pear fa elttellent in little, 
" They will but tlame ill Sfeat.·~ 5 T U I'UI~. 

J3urq 
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Burn.out the fenfe and virtue of mine eye!- ' 
By heaven, thy madnefsdhaU , be pay'd with weight, 
Till ·our fcale tum the bt:am. 0 rofe of May ! 
Dear maid, kind fiftet, fweet Ophelia !- , 
o heavens I is't poffibl~, a young maid's wits 
Should be as mortal as an old man's life 1 
Nature ,is fine in love: and, where 'tis line, 
It fends fome precious inftance of itfelf 
After the thing it loves ". , 

Oph. crhry hore him hare-fac'd on the hier 3 ; 

Hly 'Ilo 'nonny, nonny'hry nonny4: 
And in his gravI rain'd many a tear j-' 

, Fare you well, my dovel 
, Eaer. Hadft th'Ou thy wits, aJld didft per(uade revenge; 
It could not move thus. 

Oph. y; ou m,!lft flng, Dow'! a-down s, an you call him 
a. down-a. 

2. Nature is fine in /O'llt I and, 'Whert 'tis jilll, , 
It Jends Jomt predous irrflanco of it{tlf . 
After tbt thing it lo"JtS.] The(e lines are not in the quarto, lind 

might h ave been omitted in t,he folio without great Jofs, [or they are 
obfcure and affected; but, I think, they require no emendation. LrI'f1t 

(fays Laertes) is the paillon by which naturt is mij1exalted and "lined; 
and as fubllaDces, refined and fubtilifed, ea61y obey any impurCe, or 
follow any attraCtion, fome part of nature, fo purified and refined, 
flies off after the attraCting objeCt, after the t~ing it love •• 

AI i"t. air the pllrtr Jpiritsjlo'W, ' 
And JtparatefrD11I tbe;, Mndrtd dregs below, 
SojJ,~u her Joul.- JOHNSON . 

The meaning of the palfage ,may be-that her Wit8, like the (pirit 
of fine elfences, flew off or evaporated. ST:l&VIINS. 

3 '<Tbey bore bim bare-fac'd 011 thl bier, &c.] So, in Chaucer'. 
Knigbtt's <Tole, late edit; ver. 2879 : ' 

, " He laid him bare the vifage on the bere, 
H Therwith he wept that pitee was to here ... . STEEVE}". 

4- Hty tlO lIonny, &c.] Thefe words, which were the burthen of • 
fong, are found only in the folio. See Vol. VIlI. p. 592, no 6. • 
, M .... LONJ: .. 

5 _ fing, DD'il:l1I p-a'own,] Perhaps Shakfpeare allu.dea to Ph"b,', 
Bo"ntt, by Tho. tDdge, which the ' reader ma), nnd in Engl(lnd', 
Helitotl, 1614! • 

" DOCJtI tl-dDWn, &c. 
" Thus Phillis fung, 
" By fancy once dj~.1l'ed I &C. 

!! And {o linS I, with down ••• dnune,·' &c. 
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6-do'W1I-Il. O. how the wlietl becames it-! It is the 
{alfe fteward."that ftote bis mafter's daughter. 

Laer. Thi-s nothing's more th.an matter. . 
Oph. There's J'ofemary. that's for remembrance; pray 

you. 

J)"". tl-flll'WlI h likewife tbe burth~ o(.a (ol1g in the Thru La'i" of 
'Lo"do", 1584, and perhaps common tOilllaJIyothers. STZEVE148. 

See Florio'.ltali'an DiCtionary, 1598: "Fjr.;.jfMchina, The b\lf~ 
den of a counnie fona; II we fay H,J doutl. II do .. " ~Illlll." 

, MALONE< 

ii 0, h"" ,h. wheel/mtm" it IJ The fiory alluded to I do not know i 
but perhapi the lady dolen by the fteJ.vazcl Was reduced to iii'" 

• ]OHNSONij 

The .. £ •• 1 may mean no more dun th, brtb,. ith. joilg, which 
fbe had juA: repeated, and as fu& W~I formerly ufc. I met with the 
following ob(er~tiQl\ in an old 'liuarto black.-Ietter book • .,,,bUlhed be. 
fore the time of Shakfpeare , 

.. The (onl as accounted a good one, though it was not !Roeh.!: 
paced by the w'bt.!t, which in no w. accorded with thi:: fubjea 
matter chereof. I, ~ 

I quote this from memory .. and (rem a book, of whid, I C&fJllOt re·, 
coltea the uaa title or date; but the pam". WII in a preface to fome 
roup or (on nets. I well remember to have ~ with the word'n thes ' 
Came {enfe in other old books. 

The b.allad. alluded to by Ophelia, i. perhaps entere~ on th~ books 
of the Stationers' Company ... OCtober '580. FcIw ""adn of the 
Lord of Lorn aad the Falj.8't'llJard," &e, STSJ;VEIf .. 

I am inclined to think that wb.,! i. here u(ed ia itA' ordinary ~ nfe, 
and that thefe wores altllde to tAe occupation of the Cirl who is {up­
pored to fing the fong all"ded to by Ophelia.-The foll'lwing lines in 
Hall', Yi"id •• ia,,, .. , 1597. appeat to me to add fome (uppart t~ 
,uu. interprec.tion , 

II Some drunk.en rimer thinks hi, time well fpcut. 
.. Ii he toan live to fee his name in print; 
c. Who when he is once Relbed to the pretre, 
" And fees hi' bandfelle have {l1ch (aire fuccefTe • 

• e. 81111g to tb. whit!., and fUIlg IInto tbe payle, 
. " He {ends forth tbraves of bill/II" to tbe fale." 

So. 1. Sir Tbomas Overbury" ChNJA£1er.l. J 614' "She malees her 
lIancl. hard with labour, and her lie art foft .. ith pitti. i ,md wben: 
winter evenings faU early, fitting at taer mcrQ' wbut., Che fuJis a de 
lance to the giddy wheele of fortune." 

Our authouc Iikewife fur,nilhc. III .IIII!borit,. to the CI8Ie PlH'~ 
"..,,!ftb Nigbt, At} ~I. fe. iY, ; , 

" ~ome. rhef""t we hall Jaft nieltt: ' 
" Tbe fpiwjltrl, and , .. knitters in the {IIII, 
" Do ufe to ,h •• 111 it." 
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.~; love. remember: and there is panties, t~at's tor 
thoapts 7. 

L~'r. A-.foc:ument inllmadDefs; thoughts and remem • . 
brance- fitted. 

O}h. Thm', fennel for you, and columbines • :-there's 
rue 

A rouGeal antilltuary 1!1&,. perhaps contelWl, tI!at tLo aatroverted 
words of the tact · allude to an ancitDt inftrument 8lentiohed by 
Chaucer, and called by him I rltt, by other. & 'fIj,/I,; whlcb waa 
played upon by the friCtion of & wbul. MAt-oM •• 
. 7 There', rofe.ary, tbll", fir """""rtI1l" i_tlatbtl',;s pafljill, ... 

for tbo.~Ir". J Th_ i~ probably (ome mytholoc in the choice of 
thefe her'bl. but I cannot ellpla.in it. P".fi" is for tb •• gbtr, be­
ClUre of its name, Penfl,,; but why ro/nn,,'7 indicatea r .... 1IIIw1l.u, 
except thlt It is an ever-g.reen, and carried at (unerall, 1 have Dot 
clifcovtred. JOIlt/SON. 

So, in All FH'" a comedy, by Chapman, 16051 
• .. What flowers are thefe ?­

.. The Pa1lfie thi •• 
" 0, that', fol'lover,t th •• ghl,I" 

Bife.arJ was anciently {uppofed to ftrengthen the metmlry. It was 
)lot onl1 carried at funerals, lrut worn at weddings, as appears ITom II 

• paffage in Beaumont and Fletcher's Elder BrotlHr, Aet II I. fCo i. 
So, in A Dill'olll' "et'lllten Naturl tina tb, Pblll.ix, by R. Cheau, 

1601: 
" There', r,/ •• arit i the ArabialJl jutU6e 
.. (PhyG~ of ellceeding perfeCt /kiO) 
ct 1t comforteth the braine ilQd •• N,i.,'" kc. STIl1!V •• ' 

RD/IffI"~' being {uppofe to Ilreogthen the me\llory, wa. the • 
emblem of mI~ity in love • So, in A Handfli.ll oJ PleaJt,.t D,/lHs,. 
cO.";.;"I/,."drl. ftffi1 SQ~t" 16mo, 1584; 

" Rlfe_" ii for ,. •• ftflbrallC. 
"B weene us daie ~nd night; 

I' Willi Dg that J might alwaies have 
" You prefent iI1 my fight." 

The poem in which thefe lines are found, i, ~ntitled A Nofig"i, ",. 
'IIIaie. {'Wertf" LfJ'V'" t,fo.df" '1'ue., o!'rwt, &c. MAtOIU. 

8 tfbm', fennel for , .. , ana columbines:J Oreene, in hi'!lUi! 
Jor "" U"jlart COllrt;"., 162.0, calls fm1l'/, 'DJ""'"'S 'Wad,: « fit cc· 
neraUy ror that (ex, lith while t~y are m.i~en$, they wia. ",,,,. 
tonly." . 

I k.now not of what tp/1I.,lIillll WO{e (uppofed to be emblematlcal. 
The,. are acain mentioned in All FIlIIiI, by Chapman, 1605; 

.. Whacla tbat ?_ col.""', , . 
II No.1 ~at IkpAl1.llow. &tow, noc.iI1 .. y 111'01111." 

Guard, 
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rue fo(' you ;-and here's fome for me :-we may call it~ 
herb of grace o'fundays II :-you mar vicar your rue with 
a diiference I.-There's a daify" :-1 would give you 

fome 

, Gerard, however, and other herbali/ls, impllte few, if any, virtues to 
them; and they may therefore be ftiled tbanUej" betaufe they appear 
to make no grateful return for their treation. 

Again, in the 15th Song of Drayton's Po~'olbi'n: 
" . The columbi". amongft, they fparingly do fet." 

FrolD'the C"llba po.tarum, 1599,' it 1lI0uld, feem aa if tliis flbwer wa, 
the emblem of cuckoldom : 

' " _ the blew <.rnllud columbine, 
.. Like to the crooked horns of Acheloy." STEEn:Ns •. 

Columbin. was an emblem of cuckoldom on account of the horns 
of ita neel:aria, which are remarkable in thia plant. See .dfjuillgia 
in Linn~us's Genera, 684. S, W. 

Ophelia gives her fennd and columl>ines to the Ai"g. In the cor"! 
cruon of Sonnets'quoted above, the former i, thus mentioned: 

.. Flnnelis [or fiatterer" 
" An evil thing 'tis fure; 

" But I have alwaies meant truefy, 
" With conlbnt heart moft pure." , 

See aUo Fiorio'l Italian Diltionary, 1598: ,t DarejinlKchio, to give 
/enne/,-to flatter, to dillemble," M ALON E. 

II 'There', rue fer ,OU ;-anrlbere'sfomefor me:-'(I)e may tllllit herb 
of grace o· lundays: 1 1 ,believe there is a quibble meant in this par­
'fage; rue antiently .6gnifying the fame as rutb, i ••. fo~w. Ophelia 
give. the queen fome, and keeps a proportion of it for herfe1f. There 
i. the fame kind of play with the fame word in JCi"g Ricbard tbe SelMd. 

Her" of graCt is one of the titles which 'Tucca givel to William 
Rufus, in lJ.t~t,'. Satiromaftix. I fuppof. the /irft fyllable of the 
furnatn. Rufus introduced the quibble. STEEVENS. 

I rou may Wear ycor rue with a difterence.] This c..rns to refer 
to the rules of heraldry, where the younger brothers of a family bear 
the fame arms 'Witb a diff. r.n", or mark of diftinel:ion • • So, in 
Holinlhed', Reign of King Ricbard II. 'po 443"1 ,. -becaufe he was I 
the youngeft of the Spenfers, he bare a border gllies for a differe""." 

There may, however, be {ornewhat more implied here, than is ex­
pre Red. You, madam, (faya Ophelia to the ~een,) ma, call y.ur 
II UE '" iu Sunday name, HERB 0" CRAca, and jo 'Wtar it 'Witb It 
diffiren .. to diJIi1lguiJh it f,.". ",i.t, '(I)bicb tall n"'tr be ."y tbi"g II.,. 
fIIert{y RUE, i. e.jorro'W. STEltVENS. 

Herb ofgrlJct was not the jund., "allrt, but the IVtr! day n~me of 
'-Ut. In tbe common diel:ionarics of Shskfpeare'. time it i. called ber' 
Df graCt. See Florio's Italian Diltionary, 1598, In Y. ,.t., and 
(:otgrave's French Dilfrionary, 16II, in v. ru., TlIere is no ground 
therefore for fuppofin" with Dr. Warburton, that ut waf ,aUed Iarb 

. . of 



PR~NCE OF DENMARK. !71 
fome violets; but they wither'd all, when my father 
died S :_ They fay, he made a good end,-

For honny/'Wut Robin iJ al/ my joy",- [fings. 
La~r. Thought ar,d affliftion s, paffiCln, hell itfelf# 

She turns to favour, and to prettinefs. 
Oph. :Inti, 'Will he 1I0t ,otn~ again' [lings • 

.And 'Will h~ not come again' 
No, 110, h~ is d~ad, 
Go tQ thy death-h~d, 

li~ nev~r 'Will come again • . 

of grace, from ita being ufed in exorcifm. performed in churche. 011 
fondaya. . 

Ophelia only meaDS, I think, that the queen may with peculi., 
• propriety on lundaY" when Ibe folicits pardon for that trime which 

the has fo much occafion to ru, Ind repent of, call her rue, b". '.I 
graCl. So in Kinl R itbrtrtJ II. 

" Rere did Ibe drop a tear I here in this place 
.. I'll fet a baok of ru" four b"h oj gratt • 
.. Rut, even for rutb , here Ibartly Iball be feeD, 
" In the remembrance of a weeping queen." 

Ophelia, after having given the queen "It, to remiDd her of the 
fo"o"" and tontrition Ibe ought to feel for her inceftuous marriage, telll 
her, Ibe may We~r it with a di/firtnrt, to diftinguillt it from that worn 
by Ophelia herfelf; becaufe her tears /lowed from the lofs of a father, 
thofe of tbe queen ought to /low for her guilt. MA LON.c • 

.. 'Ibm', a daify I] Greene in his !iJ.!!ip for an "pflart w.rli,r, hu 
explained the lignificanc~ of this flower: "-Next them grew the 
DISSEMBLING DAIIIE, to warne fueh Iight-o(..)ove wenche. not te» 
truft every faire promife that fueh amorous bachelors make them." 

H.cNLZY. 

s 1 ""o.1d tNt YOIl fo .. , yjoJetl, hur tb'J ",,;tZ,"'cI all, 'Wb.If ":I 
latber ditcltJ The villiet I. thus charatlerized in the old colletlioA 
of Sonnets above quoted, printed in 158+ I 

.. Piolll is for I"itp(./lftffi, 
" Which in nie ihall abide J 

c. Hoping likewife that from your heart 
.. You will not let it lIide." M A LON E. 

4 For hot,., !'Wm Rohi" i. all"'l j",,-] This is part of an old (oDlj 
mentioned likewife by Beaumont and Fletcher. Two Nob/, /CiII)­
"""1 Atl IV. (c. i: . 

II _ I can fing the Itroom, 
II And Bon"J Rohin." 

, In the books of the Statione"' Company, 2.6 April, ] S940 i. en­
tered .. A ballad, intituled, A doleful a'CIewe to the 1.11: Erie of 
Ji)arbie, ~ thc tllilC of Bg •• " jwllt Robj"." STEEVE.n. 
,- B b z Hit 
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37~ HAM LET, 
His b,ara 'Was as 'White as/"ow 6 .. 

. All flaxen 'Was his pDII : 
He 'it go"e, he is g01le, 

. .A"a 'We caft a'Way m~an ; . 
Goa'a mercy 1m his (oul! 

And of all chriftian fouls 7 II prar God. God be wi'yoll ! 
[Exit OPHELIA. 

Laer. Do you fee this, 0 God? . 
King. Laertes, I muft commune with your grief .. 

Or you deny me right. Go but apart. 
Make choice of whom your wifeft. friends you will, 
And they fhall hear and ju4ge 'twixt yO!! and me ~ 
If by direct or by c;ollateral hand . 
They nnd us touca'd, we will our kingdom give,. 
Our crown, ollr life, and all that we call ours, 

o To you in fatisfaction; but,. if not, . 
Be you content to lend yGUr patience to us, 

. And we fhall jointly labour with your foul 
To give it due content. 

Latr. Let this beJo ; 
His means of death, his obfcllre fllneral,-

.. 

S Thought and ajJIiE1ion,-] Thougbt here, at in many other placu~ 
JiBnities melancholy. See Vol. VIl. p. 52.8, n. 2.. MALONE. • 

6 Hit beard 'Was "' 'Wbir< III fno'W, &cc.] Thi , and Ineral circum­
ftance. in the charaaer of Ophelia, (eem to hne been ~Idiculed in 
EllftWllrd Ho .... a comedy written by Baa Joafon, Chap~an, an'" 
Marllon, printed 1605, Aa III. : 

" Hi. bead a, whit' at .. m, 
" All jJllXt1l 'WI" hi' hllir j 

.. B/ll ftOW h,', dead, 
" And laid in bi, IJed, 

.. A,d .rtler 'Will come 4;a;". • 
.. God be at yourlabour I' STJ:iVEN'. 

, ODll'II -"9 0" oi, foul! 
A"j 0/.0 chriftiall /0/11, /] This is the common cOllduhon to 

,many of th6ancient monumental inCcriptions. See Weever'l F"nn-al 
M.nllm.ntJ, p. 657, 658. Barthelette, the publi/her of G"wer', 
ConftJlio AmantiJ, ISS4, Cpeaking firi of the funeral of Chau~er. and, 
then of Gower, fays, "- heJiida "riId in the moaallerie of Seynt 
Peter's at Wdl:minfter. &ce. on wioj' joules "tid all ,brjft •• , J1" 
ba'fJe mereie." ST&'V:&NI. • • 
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No trophy. fwotu. nor hatchment. o'er his bones I . 

No noble rite. nor formal oftentation,-
Cry to be heard, as 'twere from heaven to earth. 
That I muft call ' t in queftion. 
. King. So you flull; 

37l 

And, where the offence is. let the great axe fall. 
:I pray you, go with me. r ExtMllt. 

seE NEVI. 
Anothel Room 111 the jame. 

E1Ittr HORATIO, anti a Servant. 
Hor. What are they. that would fpeak with me ? 
Serv o Sailors. fir; . 

They fay, they have letters for you. 
Hor. Let them come in.- [Exit Servant. 

I do not know from what part of the world 
I fhould be greeted, if not from lord Hamlet. 

ElIte.r Sailors. 
J. Sail. God blefs you, fir. 
Hor. Let him blefs thee too. 
I. Sail. He thall. fir, an't pleafe him, There's a letter 

for you. flf; it comes from the ambafi"ador that was 
bound for England; if your name be Horatio, as I am 
let to know it is. 

Hor. [reads.] Horatio. 'When thou flalt have DwrloDIt'ti 
this, give theft fello'Ws j'o11le means to the kil1g; they have 
letters for him. Er¢ 'We 'Were t'Wo days old at fta, a pi­
raft of very 'Warlike appointment gave III chace: Fifuling 
ourjt/ves too jlG'W of fail, 'We put on a compeli'd valour j 
and in the grapple j /;oarded them: on the injlant. they got 
deal' if ollr /hip; fa I alone hecame their prifolle. 'TblJ 

8 ND tropby , jwDrli, nor b.tch",.nt, 0'" bi, bOil,.,] It was the cuf­
tom, in the times of our author. to hang a {word over the grave of " ' 
knight. J 0 H N SON . • 

This praaice is uniformly kept up to this day. Not only the (word, 
but the helmet, gauntlet, {purs, and tabard, (i." a coat whereon the 
armorial enligns were anciently depicted, from whence the term &,'" 
Q/.fmollr) arc hung over die grave of everT kAiJht. 

I • Sit]. HAWKINS. 

B b 3 114'11' 



, 37+ HAM LEa', 
ha'lJe dealt with me, lilce thie'lJts OJ''mer'Y; /;ut tblJ k1fI'W 
'What they did; I alii to do a good turn for them. Let the 
Icing ha'lJe the letters I ha'lJe fent ; and repair thou to m.e 
with a; much haJle as tholf 'Wou!d' ji fly death. I ha'lJ,e 
words toJieqk in thine ear, <will malte thee dumb; yet are 
they much 'too light f?r the bor~ of the matter~. '{hife gooa 
ftllow~ will bring thee 'Where I am. Rofencr~ntz '/l.IlI/ 

Guildenftern hold their courje for England: of the", 1 ha'lJt 
much to 'tell thee. Fartrwel. 

U~ that thou Imo<wej1thille, Hamlet. 

Come, I will give you way for thefe your letters; 
And do't the fpeedier. that you' may direa me 
To him from whom you brought thep'o [Exeunt. .... ... 

seE N E , ' Vll~ 

A"olher Room in the/ame. 
Enter. KING, Qn,' LAEII.TES. 

King. Now mull: your confc~ence my acquittance feal, 
And you mult put me in your heart for friend; . ' 
Sith you have heard, and with a' knowing ear~ 
That he, which hath your noble father flain, 
Purfu'd my life. 

Lper. It well appears :-But tell me~ 
Why YOIl proceeded not againft thefe feats~ 
So crimeful and fa capital in nature. 
AI by your fafety. greatnefs. wifdom, all things elfe~ 
YOIl mainly were ftirr'd up 1 

King. 0, for two fpecial feafons; 
Which may to yOU, perhaps. feem much unfinew'd, 
But yet to me they are thong. The queen. his mother, 
Lives alillolt by his looks; and for myfe1f, , 
(My virtue, or my plague, be it either which,) . 
~he is fa conjunctive to my life and foul, 
That, as the ftar moves not but in his fphere. 
I couldllot but by her. The other IliOtive • . 

51 -fir tbe bote" tb. _ltv.] The, Dor. it the calibee of a gun, or 
the clp.cit)' of the barrel. '!"b, .,.ltu (fa)'1 Hamlet) .,.ltI cllr~ 
IJt~"iu vm.,iI. JOKlnoll. , " , 

" . Why 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. 37S 
Why to a publick count I might not go. 
Is, the sreat love the general gender I bear him: 
Who. dlpping all his faults in their aff'eaion. 
Work like the fpring ~ that turneth wood to ftone, 
Convert his gyves to graces; f6 that my arrows, 
'foo fiightly timber'd for fa loud a wind " 
Would have reverted to my bow again. 
And not where I had aim'd them. 

Laer. And fa have I a noble father loft; 
A filler driven into dc:fperate terms; 
Whofe worth. if pra'fes may go back again +. 
Stood challenger on mount of all the age 
For her perfeCtions :-But my reven~ will come. 

King. Break not your fieepl for that: you muft not 
think, 

That we are made of ftuff' fo 'flat and dull. 
That we can let our beard be fhpok with danger'. 
And think it pa£l:ime. You fhortly thall hear more: 
I )ov'd your father, and we love ourfelf; 
And that. I hope, will teach you to imagine,­
How now 1 what news 6 1 

Enter a MeSfenger. 
Meff. Letters. my lord. from Hamlet 1 : 

• - the l~ 1',,1"-] The C ••• II raCl of the people. JOKN.OK . 
~ • ~ Work 7il, tho [prj"l-J Thil liruils is neither very fe .. Conable in 

the deep intereft of this cooverfatioD, nor "Veryaccu.Ately applied. If 
the fpri"l had cbanaed bafe metal!l to lold, the thought hac! been 
",ore proper. JOHNION. 

The folio, intlead of_or!, read_"IJ. STaavalrl. 
l -for (0 I.ud "willd,) Thus the folio. The liuartD 160+, has­

~r. CO I"",J 111'.' d : as extraordinary a corruption as an1 that i. fouod in . 
thefe plays. M.HowlI. 

+ - if pr6.ifu .,,' ,. h"cl- .,,,i.,J If J may praiCo "hat has been, 
ltut is nc.w to be found no more. J 0 H N ION. 

5 Tb.t w, cart Itt INIr btqrd b, /book wili> d_ngtr,] It is wonderful 
that none of the adl'GCaw lor she kaming of Sbaklpeare have told UI 

that this line il imitate~ from Perfiul, ~t. ~ I 
JJcirt. jJoIid_ pr.,b" tilli ~,II,r. 6u6aa 
JMpit", S·n:av" ••• 

15 JUw _. _.J Oeitted in the quarto.. THIrO.Atp. 
7 Llt,u" '''.J Umltted in the quVto.. STUU1U. 

B b + 
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375 HAM ~ E T~ 
This to yoor majefty; this to the queen~ , 

K ing. From Hamlet! Who brou$ht them? 
MeJ1. Sailors, my lord, they fay: I faw them not; 

They were given me by Claudio, he received them 
Of him that brought tltem '~ 

K ing. Laertes, you fuall hear them:-
Leave as. [Exit MeJr. 

[reads.] High and mig.hty, you /hall Rnll'W, I"tZm fti 
naked on Jour kingdom. 'i'a-morrow foalll heg leave, to; 
fte YOllr kingly eyes: when I/hall, firft ajking Jour pardo": 
t hereunt 0, recount the occajion of my juddm and more fl range 
return. . , Hamle, . 

What fuould this mean? Are all the reft come back 1 
Or is it fome abafe, and no fuch thing ( 

Laer. Know you the hand? 
King. 'Tis Hamlet's charaCter. Naked,­

And, in a poMc'ript here; he fays alone: 
Can you advife me I 

ILam I am loft in it, my lord. But let him COme ~ 
It warms the very ficknefs in my heart, 
That I fualllive and tell him to his teeth, 
CJ'bus diJJejf thou. .' 

King. Ifit be fo, Laertes,-
'As how lhoald it be fo ?-how otherwife (­
Will you be rul'd by me? 

lair. Ay, \11Y lord; 
SO'Joo will not o'er-rule me to a peace. 

Ki/fg. To thine own peace. If he be now return'd,-
As ch~king at his voyage D a1ni .that he means • 

SO/hi,. that #rflllgbt tbe",.] I have re40red this hemiftich from 
the quarto.. STLJ:V.U<8. 

P AI checking at bi, "''1Y''I',] Thus the folio. The quarto, 1604. 
exhibit, a corruption limibr to tbat mcntioued in n. 3' It reads: 
As IG. iing at hisvoyat:e. MALON E. • 

Tbe phrafe is from falconry j and may be jufrified from the follow­
lng parrage in I1ind.', Eliofto Libidin.!., ,606: "_A For who kno~ 
.ot, quoth lbe, that tliis hawk, whIch eoDIei tloW Co {air to' the iill .. 
"..y to-morrow cbeck., the Jure I" • , 

Again, in G. Whetltone'. Cafil, of Delit"/, 1576 : 
" Bllt.1 tlJe b.wkc. to gad wblch knowes tbe way, 
.. WiU h;lrIiJy icl1'c to ,b,,;e al canen crowe.," IGC:. STE II t'l NI. . . ~ 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. 371 
No more to undertake it, .... ! will work him 
To an exploit. now ~ipe in my device, 
UJlder the which he {hall not choofe but fall : 
And for his deiith no wind of blame {hall breath~ ; 
But even his mother {hall pncharge the practice) . 
And call it, accident. 

Laer '. My lord, I will be ruI'd; 
The rather, if you could devife it fo, 
That I might be the organ, . 

King. It falls right. 
You have been talk'd of /inee your travel much, 
And that in Hamlet's hearihg. for a quality 
Wherein, they fay, you /hine: your fum of parts 
Did not together pluck fuch envy from him, 
As did that one; ;t.nd that, in my regard, 
Of the unworthieft liege "' . 

. La". What part is that, my lord 1 
King. A very ribband in the cap of yooth, 

Yet needful too; for you th no Iefs becomes 
The light and carelef, livery that it wears, 
Than {ettled age hh fables, and his weeds, 
Importing health, and gravenefs 3._ Two months {inee. 
Here was a gentleman of Normandy,-
I have feen myfelf, and ferv'd againft, the French, 
And they can well on horfeback: but this gallant 
Had witchcraft in't; he grew unto his feat; . 
And to fuch wond'rous doing brought hi~ horfe, 

'As he had been incorps'd and demy-natur'd 
With the brave beaft: fo far he topp'd my thought, 
That I, in forgery of {hapes and tricks +, 

• Lair.] The nut lixteen lines are omitted in the folio. STI:zv. 
'" Of tbe ""wortbitjlliege.] Of the loweft rank. Sitl', for f.at, 

place. JOHNSON. ' 

So, in Othello: 
• " ~l fetCh my birth 

. .. From men ofroyalji,g.... STJI!JI!VJI!NS. 

3 I.portl., hnIth, and gra",e"'f'-] ~"l hue may be, no~ 
i"fe"i"g by fogical confe'luence. but p,otluci"l by phyfie&,l elf.a. A 
youog lIIan rcgard~w in hi. drc(s; an old man, bullh. JOHNSON. 

I.-porti"l bea/tD, I apprehend, meanl, d,,,oti"l till attt",ioll to b.a/,o. 
MALOJCI! • 

... - ;11 forgery o/./IIfII.I" ""d 'rid,,] I ,ould not contrive fo many 
froofs of dexterity'" he could perform. JORMON. 

Como 



HAM LET. 

Come fhort of what he did. 
Laer. A Norman, was't? 
King. A Normal}. 

, Laer. Ypon my life, Lamord -.' 
King. The very fame. , 
Lair. I know him well: he is the brooch, indeed~ 

And gem of all the nation. 
King. He made confeffion of you; 

And gave you fuch a mafierly report, 
For art and exercife in your defence s, 
And for your rapier moll: efpecial, 
That he cried out, 'twould be a fight indeed, 
]f one could match you: the fcrimers 6 of their nation. 
He fwore, had neither motion, guard, nOT eye, 
If you oppos' d the'm: Sir, this report of his 
Did Hamlet fa envenom with his envy, 
That he could nothing do, but willi and beg 
Your fudden coming o'er, to play with you. 
Nbw, out of this,-

Laer. What out of this, my lord? 
King. Laertes, was your father dear to YOIl ? 

Or .. are you like the painting of a farrow, 
A face without a heart? 

Laer. Why afk you this I r 
King. Not that I think, you did not love your father; 

But that I know, love is begun by time 7 ; 

And that I fee, in paff"ages of proofS, 
Time qualifies the fpark and fire of it • 

• -LII_rd., Thus the quarto,!~ Shakfpeare, I fufpeit, wrote 
LlI1IIode. See the next fpeec;h but one. :rhe folio hu-L"",ollrrd. 

MALONE. 

s _I~ 10llr tIe/tnet,] That is, in the/d." •• 0/ defence. JOHN SO!(. 

• -tb. /trimers-] TheftnctrJ. JOHNSO)/. • 
From 1"i ... /I,., Fr. a fencer. 'from here to the word tbe .. int!u~ 

'vely, i8 not In the folio. MAL ONE. 
7 _IIJ'U~ j, beg .. ':1 Ii",. I,] Thi. is obfcure. The meaning may 

lie, ~". is not innate in us, aDd co.eliClltial to our nature, but be,. 
lia. at a certain time 'from (ome external Clufe, and being always 
IubjeS to the operations of time, fullers cbaDge"lnd diminution. JOAN S • 

• - j"piI§II,,, oJ'P''''jj] In tranfaaionl of dail, Clrperience. JOHNS. 

There 
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There lives within the vdry flame of love !I 
A kind of wick, or fnuff, that will abate it ; 

, And nothing is at a like goodnefs liill ; 
For goodnefs, growing to a plurify', 
Dies'in his own too-much; That we would do, 
We fhould do when we would; for this <WOII/tl changes. 
And hath abatements and delays as many, 
As there are tongues. are hands, are accidents; 
And then this Jhould is like a fpendthrift ugh, 
That hurts by eafing s. But. to the quick 0' the ulcer: 

Hamlet 

9 "Iht" IMItt, &c.J The next ten line I are not in the folio. ST ... V. 

• For gooJn'./',gro.vint to a plurijy,] r would believe, for the honour 
ofShakfpeare, tha~ he wrote plttbor]. But I obferve th., dramatic 
writers of that time frequently call a fulnefs of blood a pituriJ1' al if it 
(:ame, not from 'IT).EVP~, but f~om plu',pluri.. WAItBUltTON. • 

I think th~ word 1hould be (pe1t-pl"rify. This paffage is fully ell. 
plained by one in Mafcal's treadfe on cattle, J66~, P.187' "Again1l: 
the blood, or pluriji. of blood. The clifeafe of blood is, fome young 
horfes will feed, and being fat will i.tru;' blood, and fo gro'IIJ to .. 
pluriftt, and Ji. thereof if he han not foon help." OLLItT. 

Dr. Warburton is right. The word i. fpdt pluri/1 in the quarto. 
~6of' and is uCed in the (ame fenCe alhere.lD 'Tb,"IwoNQhl.Ki"j_". ~ 

" - that heal'ft with blood 
" The earth, when it is fick, ancl cur'ft the worlel 
" Of the ,Iuriji. of people." 

Again, ion ''1'i. Pity fb'" • Wborl. by Ford. 16331 
co Muft your not iteh and p'"riJie of luft. 
~, The hey-day of your IUlury, be fed 
" Up to a furfeit?" MALON It. 

SAna th ... tbi, /bould i. /ik." fpeadthri£tfitb, 
'Tbat burts b, ,"fing.-] A jp."Jtbri{t figh i. a filb that make. 

an unnecellary wafte ot the vital /lame. it is a notion very prevalent. 
that figb. impair the firength, and wear out the animal po wert. J OKJlS. 

Hence they are call'd. in K. Ht.~ I'I.-blood.conlumia,)lgb,. 
Again. in P.ricl .. , 1609 : , 

" Dtl f10t tMI"me your bl.ott.,it" jorr.'Wi_g," 
The idea is cnlargtd upon in Fenton'. "I'''gi,,,1 Diftollrju. 1579' 

n Why ftaye you not in cyme the fource of -your fcorchlD, .Igbt., that 
~,e already drayned your body of hi. wholefome humourea, ap­
fOyntcd by nature to gyve fucke to the entr". and inward par" of you 1'" 

The ori,in.' quarto, II well as the (olio. nad_ {pendthrift'. 
IiSh; but I have no doubt that it wat a corruption, .rWng [r(lm the 
tirft letter of the following word ji,h, being an.. I have therefore. 
with the other mMnn piton, prwlc'-jp,IIiIHi/t fi,b, follQwln,. 

. "il"- la= 
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Hamlet comes back; What would you undertake ... 
To {hew yourfelf in deed your father's fon 
More than in words 1 

Laer. To cut his thr<)at i' the church. 
King. No place, indeed, Thould murder fanB:uanze; 

Revenge {hould have no bounds. But, good Laertes~ 
Will you do this, keep clofe within your chamber: . 
Hamlet, return'd, {hall know you are -come home: 
We'll put on thofe fuall praife your excellence, 
And' fet a double varni{h on the tame 
The Frenchman gave you; bring YOI:., in fine, together. 
And wager o'er your heads: he, being remifs 3, , 

Moil generous, and free from all contriving, 
Will not perule the foils; fo that, with eafe. 
Or with a little ihuming, you may choole 
A fword unbated +, and, in a pafs of practice s~ 

Requite 

late quart", (which however is of no authority,) printed in J61l. That' 
a /igb, jf it confumes tbe blood, bllrtl us hy tllfi"g, or is pl'ejuaicial 
to us on the wbole, though it affords a temporary relief, i. (ufficiebtly 
clear: but the former put of the line, aM tbm tbi. /houtd) may re­
quire a little explanation. I fuppofe the king means to fay, tbat if 
we do not promptly execute wbat we are convince" we jboultJ or 
ough.t to do, we /lull afterwards in vain repent our not having feized 
tbe fortunate moment for aClion: and thi. opportunity which we have 
Jet go by us, and tbe refleaion that we jlJDIJd have done that, which, 
from fupervening accidents, it is no longer in our power to do, is at 
prejudicial and painful to us as a blood-confuming /igb, tbat at once 
hu.ru and eafes U8. 

I apprehend tbe poet meant to compare fuch a condult, and the con­
(equent reSealon, only to tbe pernicious quality which he fuppofed to be 
annexed to /ighing, andonot to the temporary eafe which it afiords. Hi, 
limite., as I have frequently had occation to obfene, feldorn fun on 
four feet. MALONE. ' 

J - be heing ,..mif',] He being not vigilant or cautious. JOHNSON. 
4 A JfUord un~ated,-J N cit blunted, as foils arc by a button mecl 

to the end. So in Lov.', Labour's Loft: 
.. That honour, which /ball hate his fcythc's keen tdge." 

MALONE. 
In Sir Thorn .. North', Tranflation of Plutalch, it is raid of one of 

the M.teDi, that" he /hewed the people the cruel fight of fencers at 
1I11,.bflluJ fword.... STlEEVENS. 

5 _" paft if pralliel,] Praaice is often by Shakfpearc, and other 
writeu, takcn for aQ i".foJi,ul prlltllltllJ, or pri"'1 treafoD, ~ fenfe not . 

I IIICODl;fUOUI 



PRINCE OF DE NMARlt. '3~I ' 
Requite him for your father. 

, L afr. , I will do't : 
And, for the ,purpofe) I'll anQint my [word.1 
I bought a,n untHon of a mountebank, 
So mortal, that .. but dip a knife in it, 
Where it draws blOod, no cataplafm fo rare, 
Colletled from all limpIes that hne virtue • 
Under the moon, can fave the thing from death, 
That is but fcratch'd withall: I'll to~ch my point 
With this confagion; that. if I gall him fiightly, 
It may be death. 

King. Let's further think of this; 
Weigh, what convenience, both oftime and means~' 
May fit us to our fhape \I: if this fhould fail, 
And that our drift look through our bad performance. 
"Twere better not a1fay'd; therefore, this projeCl: 
Should have a back, or fecond, that might hold, 
If this fhould blaft in proof7. Soft ;-let me fee :­
We'll make a folemn wagc!r on your cunnings.-
J ha't: 
When in your motion you are hot and dry. ' 
(As make yoUr bouts more violent to that end,) 
And that he calls for drink, I'll have preferr'd him' 
A chalice for the nonce; whereon but fipping, 

incongruous to this pa1rage, where yet- I lathe!" believe. that aotlun: 
more is meant than a tbrufl for tX""iJt. JOHN-SOIf. 

$0, inLoolftlbou'lOu, 1600: 
" " J pray God there be no p"d8it, in tl1 is change." 

Again, more appofitely in our author'. Twelftb Nighr, Aa v. 
St. ult. . ' 

. " This pra!1ift hath moil ./hrewdly paft'a upon thee." STSXY. · 
6 ~J,fit III to tnlr foap,:-] May Ittable us to aJ/u",t tro!,,, lba. 

,.a"" and to a!l: our part. JOHNSON. • 
7 .....,. hlaft ill proo/.] This, 1 beljev~, is a,metaphor taken from a 

mine, which, in the proof or execution, fometimes breaks out with. 
an inc/fe!l:ual bl"/I, JOliN 10K, 

The word proof /hcwa the metaphor to be taken from the trying or 
proving fire. arms or QIUlon, which often hlaft. or b.rjJ ill the P"IJIJ!­

STISVSJU. 
8 _ 1'1/ btl'll, pref~rr'd billl-1 i. e. prefented to him. Tllus the 

fiuarto. 160+ Tlie word inded is mifpclt, trtj.rd, The follo read. 
-1'11 have ,,..,,'d him. MALON &. 

. , IE 



381 .~ A M L B T. 
Ifhe by chanee efcape your venom'd fruck 9, .' 

Our purpofe may hold there. But by, what noife 11 
Enter ~een. 

How now, fweet queen * ? 
~eell. One woe doth tread upon another's heel s. 

So fall: they follow:-Your lifter's drowri'd. Laertes. 
Laer. Drown'd! 0, where? 
~een. There is a wilIow grows arcaunt the brook '. 

That fhews his hoar leaves in the g alI'y ftream ; 
Therewith fantaftick garlands did file make 
Of crow-flowers. nettles, dailies, and long purples "'. 

That 

9 -your '!Jtllom'd fruck,] Your venom'd thrull • . Stud: was a 
term of the fencing-fchool. So, in 'Twtlftb Nigbt: " -and he gives 
me me jlutk with fuch a mortal motion,-." Again, in 'Tb. Rtfur" 
from Parna.Dus, J606: "Here is a fellow, JU'dicio, that carried the 
deadly jJ.d. in his pen.n_See Florio's Italian DUl:ionary, 1598: 
.. Sroceara, a foyne, a thrull, ajJot""Jo given in (ente." MALONE. 

J _ But jJay, 'Wbat .<J/,I'] I have: recovered this from the quartos. 
STEEVJ:NS • 

• Ho'lV now /'fJJttt 9''''''1] Thefe words are not in the quarto. The: 
word "OW, which appean to have: been omitted by the cardelTnefs of 
the tranfcriber or (ompolitor, was fupplied by the editor of the.fecond 
folio. MALOlit. 

sO", 'Wo,dotb tr,ad upo" anotb.,'~ be,I,) A 1imilar though occurs 
in Peri,l., Pri"" of'Tpt, 16091 

" One (orrow never comes, but brings an heir, 
" That may fucceed as his inheritor." STZZVUU: 

Again, in Drayton'. Morti",trUltUs, 4to, J 596: 
.. -- miferie., which feldom come alone, 
.. Thick Oil the: neck one of another fell." 

Alain, in 5hakfpeare's J31ft fonnet: ' 
.. A thoufanel groans, but thinking on thy faU, 
.. One on another's neck,-." MALONE. 

3 _ afcaunt tb. b""ok,] Thus the quartos. The folioreadl, .fI4nt. 
A/til .... i. interpreted in the GlolTary to Chaucer~aftt'W, ":fide, fidt. 
'Wilyl. STZZVZNI. ' . 

.. _ .olonl pUlples,] By lo"g purple it meant a plant, the modern 
botanical name of which il o"bi. ",.ri. ",a" anciently t'./li'/lI~' 
",ori •• is. ' The grojftr lIall/t by which it pa(fes, is fufficiently known ill 
many part. of England, and partioull.rly in :he county where Shak­
fpc:are lived. Thus far Mr. Warner. Mr. Collins adds, that ill SulTex 
it I. !till called th.tl_', 6.0'; and thlt in Lytt'. Herbal, 1578, ita 
,.rious nlme., too grvfe for rcpetitilm, are prcftrved. 5T E !lVZ II s. 

One of the grolfer nameS of thit plant O.trude haol a particular 
"&fOil to avoid :-tbt r"rllp""t Wi49w. Lib".J il frcc-fi'Oke:n, licen. 
. tiou$. 



.pIUNCE OF DEN¥ARK. 38, 
That liberalfuepherds give a grofii r name, 
But our cold maids do dead men's Jingers call them: 
There on the pendant boughs her coronet weeds 
Clambering to hang, an envious fliver broke; 
When down her weedy trophies~ and herfelf, 
Fell in the weeping brook. Her doaths {pread wide; 
And, mermaid-like, a while they bore her up: 
Which time, file chaunted matches of old tWlcs s; 
As one incapable of her own difirefs 6

, 

Or like a creature native and indu'd 
Unto that element 7; but long it could not be, 
Till that her garments, heavy with their drink, 
Pull'd the poor wretch from her melodious lay 
To muddy death". 

Lalf'. 

tious in language. So, in Olb.l/o I rt Is he not II ll'Io/1: profane and 
/ib..,a/coWlfellor ?Alain, in./1W.",a"',,, W'"lb",. ,i,by N.fleld, l 6u. , 

"--Next that, the fame 
" Of your neglea, and lib,,"I-talkilll tOllgue, 
" Which breeds my honour an eternal wrong." MALONZ. 

5 Whicb ti"", jhtcblluuJ 1",,,.bt, of .Id tu"" j] Fletcher, in hi, 
liro'./1I1 La'y, very injudicioully ridicule. this incident: 

" I will run mad 6rft, a/ld if that get not pity, 
"I'll drownmtfelfto amo~difmalditty." W.uavaTolf. 

The quartos read-" fnatches of old /uth," i. e. by"'''" STZXUNS. 
6 As on. incapable of b., nun tliJlrefl,J A. one ha.ing no ... d"~ 

flllndinl or knowledge of her danser. See p. 339, n. 8. M.HONJ:. 
1 _ lik. a crtature "ati"" a"tI indu'd 

Unto tbat ,I,I/I,,,t.] As we are indued with certain original air. 
poGtions and propenfltic:s ~t our birth, Shakfpeare here uCes Ind".4 
with great Iicentiou(nefs, for formed by naturll dothlod, elldowed, or 
furnithed, with properties fuited tu the element of .. a.r. 

Our old writers u(ed i"d"tIJ aDd .. dflVtJ indlfcriminate1y. " 'r~ 
indue," (ays Mintheu in hi. Dii!lionary, .. fepiffime rckrtur ad dote. 
animo infufas, 'luibul nimirum ingeruum alicujul imbutum et jniti. tum 
eft, unde et G. i"jlrui" eft. L. iIIb",,,. 1.11.", proprie eft inchoare 
et initiari:' 

In Cotgrave'l French Diaion~ry, I6J I, illjI,.ir. it inte'l'rtted, .. to 
fathion, to furruth with." MALONX. 

8 T ... "tidy dtatb. ] In the firft fcene of the nat .a we find Ophe. 
lia buried with (uth rIte. as betoken Ibe /orediJ b,r no. lift. Shale. 
(peare, Mr. MaCon has obferved. " feems to have forgottea himfelf' 
in the (poech before UI, for there i. not a lingle eircumftanco in this 
relation of her death, that induces u. to think lhe had drowned herfelf 
intentienally." But It lhould be remembered, that the account bere 
,i,eD, i. that of a friend j IIId thal the lI"eeD ~1I1d not pollibly know 

wbaC 



38+ HAM LE T# 
La,r. Alas then, !he is drown'd? 
fi<!teen. Drown?d, drown'd. 
LaIr. Too much of water haft thou, poor Ophelia, 

And therefore I forbid my tears: ,But yet 
It is our trick; nature her cuftom holds, . 
Let lhame fay what it will: when thefe are gone, 
The woman will be outp.-Adieu, my lord! 
I hav~ a fpeech of nre; that fain would blaze, 
:But that this folly drowns it 1. [Exit-

K i llg. Let's follow, Gertrude: 
How much I had to do to calm his rage! 
Now fear I, this will give it ftart again; 
Therefore, let's follow. [Exllt11t. 

ACT V • SCENE I. 
.A Church-yard. , . 

E11ter two Clowns, wit~ j)ades, f.:i'c. 

J. Clown. Is lh .. to be bury'd in chriftian burial, that 
. wilfully feeks her own tal vation 1 

2. Clown. I tell thee, lhe is; therefore. make her 
grave ftraight~: the crowner hath fet on her, and finds 
it chriftian burial. 

J. Clown. 

what paired In the mind of OpheHa, when /he plaeed her(elf. in fo peri­
lous a lituation. After the fa~s had been weighed and conlidered, the 
prieft in the next act pronounces, tlult her deatb 'Wa, doubt/"I. MAL ON E 

9 <['be ..,0",,1/, 'Will be ... t.] i. e. tears will /low. So, in K. Henry Y. 
" And all tbe 'ft}tmla,. came into my eyes." MALON •• 

x _ that fain 'Would blaze, -
Bitt tbat tbi, folly drowns it.] Thus the quarto, 1604. The 

folio reads-But that this folly dDubts it, i. e. JDuts, or extingui/hes it. 
See p. nJ, n. 6. MALONIl. • 

" - ",ak, htr gra", ftraight: ] Make her grave from caA: to weA: 
in a direct line parallel to the church; not from north to fouth, 
athwart the regular line. This, I think, i. meanl. JOHNSON. 

1 cannot think that thi. means any more than ",ak, htr grl1ltJl •• :.. 
.. edumly. She is to be buried in cbrijJiatl bltriQ/, and confequently lhe 
grave is to be made as u(ua1: My interpretation may be jullified 
from the following puragea in K.. Benr, Y, ac.d the play before U~: 
"-We cannot lodge and board a do~m Clf-fourteen gentlewomen, who 
live by the prick of their needles, but it wiU be dmuskwc: keep a 
ilawdy.hClu{c flraizbt,': ~ • 

AialD, 
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l. Cl~!TJ)n. How can that IIbe, unlefs {he drown'd herfelf 
in her own defence 1 

2. Clown. Why, 'tis found fa. 
I. Clown. It muil: be fl ~n"m"o; it cannot be elfe. 

For here lies the point: If I drown myfelf wittingly, 
it argues an act: . and an act hath three branches; it 
is, to act, to do, and to perform 3: Argal, {he dl"own'd 
herfelf wittingly. 

2. Clown. Nay, but hear you, goodman delver. 
I. Clown. Give me leave. Here lies the water; good: 

here frands the man; good: If the man go to this water, 
and drown himfelf, It is, will he, nill he, he goes; mark 
you that: but if the water come to him, and drown him, 
he drowr:s not himfelf: Argal, he, that is not guilty o~' 
his own death, {hortens not his own life. 

z. Clown. But is this law? 
I. Clown. Ay, marry is't; crowner's-queft law"-. 

2. Clown. 
, Again, in Hamltt, Act III. fc. iv. "Pol. He will come jJraigbt." 

Again, in the Merry W ivts of Wllldfor: "- we'll come and drefs you 
ftraigbt." Again, in Oto.llo : 

" Farewell, my Defdemona, I will come to thee jlraigbt." STltEV. 
Again, in '!'r.ilus and CrejJida : "Let us make ready jlraigbt." 

. MAL ONE . 
3 _ an aEl batb tbru brancb .. ; it is t. aEl, to do, and t. perform :] 

Ridicule on (cholafiic Qivifio~ s without difiinction; and of diftinctions 
without difference. 'VAJlDll11TON. . 

4 - cr.w'Jtr's 9utJI-la.u.) I firolljlly fufpect that this is a ridicule 
on the cafe of Dame Hales, reported by Plowden in his C!ommentaries, 
as determined in 3 Eliz. 

It feems, her hufband Sir. Jomes Hales had drowned himflllf in :t' 
river; and the quefiion W3!, whether by this act a forfeitute of • leaCe 
from the dean and chapter of Canterbury, which he was po/Te/Ted of, 
did not accrue to the CrOWn: an inqujfition was found before the co­
ronfr, which found him f-lo d_ fe. The legal and logical fublletles, 
arifing in the courfe of the, argument of this cafe, give a very fair op­
portunity for a fneer at ""wmrs 9u.jI-la'U.. The expreffion, a little 
befnre, that aft aEl batb tbrte brancb .. , &c. i. Co pointed an allufion 
to Ihe cafe I mention, that I cannot doubt but that Shakfpeare was 
acquainted with and meant to laugh at it. 

It may be added, that on this occolion a great deal of fubtilty was 
ufed, to afcertain whether Sir James was the ag'tlt or the patient; or, 
in other words, whetber h. 'Wtnt to Ibe water, Dr lb. waltr cam. to 
pim. The caufe of Si r James's madne(, wae the circumftance of hi. 
having been thej\ld",C ~ 0 cOlidelllDed lady Jan. Gra]. Sir J. RAWIe. 

VOL. IX. • C ~ If 
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2. GI''Wll. Will yon ha' the trudi on't? If this had 

not been a gentlewoman, file Jhowd have been bury'(\. 
out of chriftian burial. 

I. Clo'Wn. Why, there thou (ay'ft: And the more 
pity; that great folks fhould have countenance in this 
world to drown or hang themfelves, more than their even 
chriftian s. Come; my fpade.. There is no ancient' 
gentlemen but gardiners, ditchers. and grave-makers ;.. 
they hold up Adam's profeffion. 

2. Clown. Was he a gentleman? 
1. Clown. He was the firft that ever bore arms. 
z. Clown 6 • Why~ he-had none. ' 
I. CiO'U/l1. What, art a heatheI) 1 How doft tholJ. 

I1nderftand the fcripture? The fcripture fays, Adam­
digg'd; Could he dig without arms r I'll put another. 
queltion to thee: if thotr anfwer'{l: me not to the purpofe., 
confefs thyfelf- II< 

.2. Clown. Go to. 
1. CifNJn. What is he, that builds ftronger than e.itqer 

the mafon, the fhipwright, or the carpenter? 
2. Clown. The gallows-maker; for th~t frame out-

lives a tnoufand tenants. . 

If Shakfpeare meant to allude to the cafe of Dame Hales, (which 
indeed feemll not improbll.ble,) he mutt have heard of that cafe In con-
1lerfatio.n; f, T it was determined before he was born, .. nd Plowden', 
Commentaries, io which it is . report:td, were not traollated int., · 
:Englilh till a few years ... go. Our authour's ftl1dy was probably not 
milch encumbrred with old French RepOrts. MA LONl: . 

S - tb' ir even cbriflian.l So all the old book., and rithtly. An 
gld Englifu c:xpreffion for fenow-chriftians. THlltL]!,¥. 

So, in Chaucer's Jack Upland: " If freus cannot or mow not ex­
,ufe ,bt!/n of thefe que1Hons afked of 'hem, it femeth that they be 
norriblegiltie againll: God, aDd t"rtw1l cbrijlitr,q" &c. ST1: UENB. 

So King Henry the Eighth in his anfwer to parliament ir: 15~6 r 
" _you might fay that 1, berng put in {o {pel:iall a truft as I am in 
this cafe, were no truiiie fnnde to 1OD, nor charitable man to mine: 
,'Vtn cbriftia",-." Hall'i Cbronic/t, {ol. z61. MA1.0NE . 

6. ". CIO'Wn.] This fpeech, and the next III far a_illHllIl .""", i. 
not iD the quartos. STl:ltVltN8. 

• - ,.,.jir, tbyftlf-] anJ"'btl"Z'd, the down, I fuppofe, wc.uld 
hIVe (aid, if he ha-d nut betD iDterrupted. Tili. waa a common pro­
verbial (entIDce. Sec Ottell., Aa IV. (c. i.-He might, however, 
lI~e intcnlkd to fay. (OnftJllbJf.1j 111111[10 M'ALOfil. 

• I~C/~'W,,~ 
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1. Clow •• I like .thy wit well, in good faith; the gal. 

lows does well: But how does it weill it .does well to 
thofe that do ill:, now thou dolt ill, to f~y. the gallows 
is built ftronger than the church; argal, the gallows 
may do well to thee. To't again; come. 

2. C/()<Wn. Who builds frronger than a maCon. a £hip-
wright, or a carpenter r , 

I Clown. Ay, tell me that, and unyoke ' . 
2. Clown', Marry, now I can tell. 
I. Clow7l. To't. 
z. Clown. MaCs, I cannot tell. 

Enter HA M L ET , alld' HOR A T 10, at a dijla"u. 
I. Clow1f. Cudgel thy brains no more about it 8; for 

your dull afs will not mend his pace with beating: and. 
when you are a/k'd this quelhon next, Ii y, a grave­
maker; the hQuCes that he makes, laft till doomCday. 
G~, get thee to Vaughan, and fetch me a ftou'p of li­
quor. . [Exit 2. Clown. 

He digs, and fings. 
1n )0Ilt;' <when I did love, did love 0, 

Methought, it rllJQI very .fweet, 
To £ontratl, 0, tbe time,for, ah, my heb,ve 

0, 1Illtbought/there 'Was nothitr% meet I. 

7 Ay, ttllme tbat , ani "nyo},.] If it be not (ufficient to (ay, with 
Dr. Warburton, that the phrafe might be taken [rom huIbandry, 
without much depth of ' reading, we may produce it from & dittie of 
the workmen of Dover, preferved in the lIdditiont to HolinOlcd, p. 1546: 

" My bow is broke, J would uoyo/tt, 
" My foot is fore, I can worke no more." ,FAIIN!:R. 

Agai)), in Ora too's Polyolbio.~ at the end ofSol\g I. 
" Hue I'll unY9~t awhile and turne my Reeds to J1le~t." 

Again, in P. Holla~d', Tra(lllation of Pli~l,'l Nat. HifJ· p. 593 : 
'f -in the evening, and When thou dofr MtljO't<.'· 5TJ: !;V,UU. 

8 Cudgeltby brains no mort about it;) So, in 'Tb. MPydtl MUII ... , ­
phojis, by John Lily, l600 : 

" In vaiu, 1 f~ar, 1 btatt m, b,,,i., abollt, 
" Proving by fearch to find my miftreifeout." MALONE. 

9 1n youth 'When J diJ l(;'Ut, &c.) The three ftanza" fung here .by 
the grave-digger, are extraeted, With a !light variation, from a little 
poem, called 'Tb.A.l.d LP'II" renouncetblow, written by Henry Boward, 
e r:J, of Surrey, who Jlouri/hed In the reian of king Heory VIII. 
and .who was beheaded in J547, on ftrained ac,ufation oftreafon. 

• TIUO.aALD. 

C c % Ham. 
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Ham. Has tni! fellow no feeli::lg of his bufinefs 1 he 

flngs at grave-making. 
Hor. Cullom hath made it in him a property of eali­

nefs. 
Ham. Tis e'en fo: the hand oflittle employment hath 

the daintier fenCe. 
I.' Clown. But age, 'With his jieali"g j1epS', . [lings. 

Hath clawd me in his cluJch, 
.And hath /hipped me into the land, 

Asif I had never beenJuch 2.. [throws up a fcull .. 
Ham. That fcull had a tongue in it, and could ling 

once: How the knave jowls it to the ground, as if' it 
were Gain's jaw-bone, that did the firft murder! This 
might be the pate of a politician, which this afs now o'er­
reaches 3 ; one that would circumvent God, might it not? 

Hor • 

• _ notEing mttl.] Thus the folio. The quarto, 1604, reads: 
o me thought there a was' nothing a meet. MA L ON x. 

The original poem from which this lIanza i,. taken, like the ·other 
fucceediog ones, is preferved among lord Surrey·s poems ; though, as 
Dr. Percy has obferved; it is attributed to lord Vaux by George Oaf­
coigne. See an epiftle prefixed to one of hrs poems, printed with the 
reft of his works, 1':75. By others it is· {uppofed to have Been written 
by, Sir Thomas Wyatt. 

Ilothe that I did'io",.; 
In youth that 1 thought f'Wett: 

.d. time r'9uirer for ",y b.hO'VI, 
Methink. tbtj a" not mtte. 

All thefe difficulties, however, (fays the Rev. Thomas Warton, 
llifl. ofEnglijb Pottry, Vol. Ill. p. 45.) are at once adjufted by Mfs. 
Harl. in the Britilh Mufeum, 17I3-"ZS, in which we have a copy 
of'Vaux1s poem, beginning, I lotbe tbat I did I"",., with this title: 
" A dyttie or fonet made by the lord Vaus, in the time of the noble 
quene Marye, reprefenting the image of death:' 

The entire fang is publilhed by Dr. Percy, in, the Drft volume of his 
Rtliqutf of A.,i."t EngliJh Poetr,. STltJ:VJ:NS. 

a A s if 1 had ......... bIll. /u,h.] Thus, in the original: 
For age 'Witb flea/ing fI'fs 

Illltb ,I".d. m, 'WIth his <"",,,II J 
.dlld lufly youtb. away h./,aptI, 

.d. tb.re bad b.n. n.11.fuel>. ST.xvun. 
J - 'Wbicb tbis a/. liD'll> o'er-reaches j] Thill thcqaarto, 1604;. Tile 

folio rcadr.-o'u.~tls. MALONX. 

7. OVIf-rl6rl>" 
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l11)r. It might, my lord~ , 
Ham. Or of a courtier; which cQuld fay, Good-mM'_ 

row, Iwelt lord! How doft tbou, K.od lord? This might 
be my lord fuch-a-one, tbat prais~d my lord ruch-a-one's 

, ~orfe, when he meant to beg it 4 ; might it not? 
Hor. Ay, my lord. 
Ram. Why, e'enfo: and now·mylady'Worm'ss; 

chaplefs, and knock'd about the mazzat'd wIth a {e~ton's 
fpade: Here's fine revolution, .an we had the trick to 
fee',t. Did thefe, bones coft no more the breeding, but 
~o play at ~oggats with them 61 ,mine ache to think an't. 

, I. Clown. 

Ovtr-ytacbtl agrees better with the fente,, ~e: it is a /lrong exagge~ 
ration to remark, that' an afs can 0:U"-rt4,I> hit .. who would once 

- have tri ed to circ""''''tnt-. I believe both the words wet. Shakfpeare·s. 
An author in reviling his work, when his original ,ideas .have faded 
from his mind, and new obfervations have' produced new fentimenrs, 
ealily introduces images which have been more newly impretred upon 
him, without obferving their want of congrui ty to the general texture 
of his original defign, J OH l< Sal<. 

4 'Tbil might h. wI] lord f"cb.a.o"., that prais'd ",y lord f"cb-a , on,', 
herte, ~(lbtn b. 'I',a"t to teg it;] So, in 'Timo" of Albe.l, Atl: I.: • 

" ---- my lord, you gave 
U Good words t"e other day of a bay courfer , 
" I rOde on; it is yours, becallfe you lik'd i,t ." ST;t!:V!:Nt. 

5 _ and "0"'" my lady War".'s;] The Cc;uU that wal _y lord S"ch-a­
ue'" is now my lady Worm's. JOHNSON. 

6 -10 play at loggats witb tbem 1) So Ben Jon{on, Tal,"oj a'Td, 
Atl: IV. fc. vi. 

" Now are t~y toffillg of his legs and arms, 
" Like loggills at a pear-tr,ee." 

So, in an old colleaion of epigrams, Catires, &c. 
" To play at loggats, nine holes; or ten pinnes." 

It is one of the unlawful games enumerated in the Ilatu!e of 33 of 
H enry VHf. ST!:l:V!:N8. 

Loggetlng in tb. jelds is meiltioned for the /irft time among other 
" tI."", and crafty games and plays," in tbe thtnte 33 Henry VUf. 
c. 9. Not being mentioned in former aas againft unlawful games, 
it was probably not pt'aaifed long berore tbe ftatute of Henry the 
Eighth was made. MALON !:, 

A l.ggar.ground, like a /kittle-ground, is Ilrewed with alhes, but is 
mo~.e extenlive. A bowl much la rger than the jack of the garDF of 
bowls is thrown /irll. Th~ pins, which I believe are caUed 10UlllS, 
are much thinner and lighter at 1Inc; extreqlity than the other. The 
~p,wl bein, lirit thrown, em players t4e ~e pins up by em tbinner 

, C I: 3 ad 
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J. Clown. ApicR.axl, andafpad" afpa/e, [fings.' 

FOr-alld a foroudi.g /hltl : 
0, a pit of clay I~r to ~t _d6 

FDr futh a gutjl is fIIttt 7. [throws np a fcull. 

Ham. There's another: Why may not that be the 
fcull of a lawyer? }Vhere be hi quiddits 8 now his 
qllillets 9, his cafes, his tenures, and his tricks? ' why 
does he fuffer this rude knave nQw to knock him about 
the fconce I with a dirty !hovel, and will not tell him of 
his atlion of battery f Humph! This fellow might be 
in's time a great buyer of la,nd, with his ftatutes", his 
recognizances, his fines, his double vouchers, his re­
coveries: Is this the fine of his fines, and the recovery 
of his recoveries 3, to have his fine pate full of fine dirt 1 
will his vouchers vouch him no more of his purchafes, 
and double ones too, than the length and breadth of a 
pair of indentures? The very conveyances of his lands 

and lighter end, and fling tbem towards the bowl, and in ruch a 
manner tbat the pins may once t.rn round in the air, and' !Ii<le with the 
thinner extremity foremoft towards the bowl. The pillS are about 
one or two and twenty inches long. BLOVNT. 

,1 For fucb a gueJI is mm~J Thus in the original. 
A pick-axe and a fpad" 

Altd d. II fhrO'Wtlingjhttt; 
A bouf' of clay for to be ",.de, 

Fbrf"~bll,, .. ft m'.JIm..,. ST:lllVE);"S. 
, _~ujJdiu. &c.] i. Co fubtleties. So, in Soliman awd Ptrfoda; 

" I am wife, but 'l"iddit' wlll not anfwer death," STZEVENS. 
Again', in Drayton' 8 Owle, 4to, 1604 I 

" By (ome finnge 9"iJdit, or fome wrefted clau(e, 
" Too find him guiltie of tbe breach of Iawes." MALONE. 

9 - hi. quiJIets,) ~iIltts are nice and friyolous diftinC\ions. The 
word is rendered by Coles in his Latin DicHonary, 1679, ret fri'VollI. 

I _ tbe f(onCt-] i. e. the head. ST n , v :uu. 
See Vol. II. p. 143, D.8. MALONZ. 

, MALO!oE. 

S _ bis /latutes, J By a ftatllte ~ here meant, not an aC\ of par­
liament, but ~ fpecies of fecurity for money, .Belling real property; 
whereby the lands of the debtor are conveyed to t ile creditor, till out 
of the rents and profits of them his deDt may be ratiilied. MALON". 

J Is thi, tbe fine or bis /inti, and th. I'tfll'fJtTJ oj his r«werin,] 
Omitted ill the quarto •• STE:lnlu. 

will~ 
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will hardly lie ill this box; ~ and mull the inheritor him­
felf have no more 1 ha? 

DENMARK. 

Hor. Not a jot more, my lord. 
Ham. Is not parchment made oflheep-lkins? 
Hor. Ay, my lord, and of calves-Iltins too. 
Ham. They are ilieep, and calves, which reek out af. 

furance in that ~~ I will [peak to this fellow ;-Whofe 
grave's this, firrah ? ' 

1. Clown. Mine, fir.-

0, a pit of clay for to be mad, 
For focb a gtttft it meet. 

[lings. 

Ham. I think it be thine, illdeed; for thollly'ft in't. 
I. Clown. You lie out on't, fir, and ,therefore it is not 

yours : for my part, I do not lie in't, yet it is mine. 
Ham. Thou daft lie in't, to be in't, and fay it is thine: 

"tis for the dead, not for the quick; therefore thou ly"ft. 
1. Clown. 'Tis a quick lie, fir; 'twill away again, 

from me to you. 
Ham. What man daft thou dig it for? 
I. Clown. For no man, fir. 
Ham. What woman then 1 
J. Clown. For none neither; 
Ham. Who is to be buried in't ? 
1. Clown. One, that was a woman, fir; but, reft l1er 

(o'ul, Ihe's dead. 
Ham. How abfolute the knave is! we 

th,e card s, or equivocation will undo us. 
mull {peak by 
By the lord, 

4 - alTurance iJf that.] A quibble is illtcnded. Deed$, which are 
uCu ally written on parchment, are called tbe common lI.Jji"an(ls of the 
kingdom. MAL ON E. 

S _ by t'e card,-] i. e. we mull: fpeak with the fame preclfiqn 
and accuracy as is obk:ned i 0 marking the true dHtances of coall: •• 
the heights, courfes, Ike. in a fea- (bart, which in our poel' s time wu 
-called a (ard. 50 in <Ihe Cowlmo.wellilb .1Ui GfYlJtYn"unl of Vt~itf, 
'4to, J 599, p. 177: "5.ebaftian Munfter in his card. of Venice-." 
Again, in Bacon's EfoJI, p.3l6 •• dit. J14o: "Let him carr)' with 
him aJfo fome card, Or bOOK, defclibing the country where he tra­
velleth." In 1589 was publi lhed in 4t , .d brief. DiJCDurfe if Mapp •• 
lind Cardes, 'lnJ if Ib.;r Uf . .. - The " Ihipman's tIIrd" in M4~bllb, 
il the paper on which the different pointl of tbe cOlDpafa are defcflbed. 

MALOliE. 

C C of Horatio, 



HAM LET. 
Horatio, thefe three years I have takefi note of it; the 
age is grown fa picked 6, that the toe of the peafant 
comes [0 near the heel of the courtier, he galls hIs kibe. 
-How long haft thou been a grave-maker! 

1. Clown. Of all the days i' the year, I came to't that 
day that our lall king Hamlet overcame Fortinbra~. 

Ham. How long's that finee? 
J. Clown. Cannot you tell that ? every fool can tell 

that: It was that very day that young Hamlet was 
born 1; he that is mad, and fent into England. 

Ham. Ay, marry, why was he fe nt into England 1 
J. Clown. Why, becaufe he was mad: he Ihall recover 

his witi there; or, ifhe do' not, 'tis no great matter there. 
Ham. Why? 
I. Clo'IJ.'n. 'Twill not be feen in him thefe; there the 

men are as mad as he. . 
Ham. How came he mad? 
;I. qown. Very'!hangely, they fay. 
Ham. How ftrangely ? 
I. Clown. 'Faith, e'en with lofing his wits. 
Ham. Upon what ground? 
1. Clown, Why, here in Denmark; I have been fexton 

here, man, and boy, thirty years. 
Ham. How long will a man lie i' the eal th erc he rot? 
J. Clown. 'Faith, iihe be not rotten before he die, (as 

we have many pocky corfes now-a-days 8, that will 
fcarce hold the laying in,) he will laft you fome eight 
year, or nine year: a tanner williaft you nine year. 

6 _ tbe Ilge i1 gro,un fo picked,-] i. e. fo fpruce, fo quaint, fo 
affectea. See Vol.lI. p. 393, n. +, and Vol. IV. p. 546, n. z. 

There is/ '1 think, no a!luGon to picked or pointed lItoes, as has b~en 
Cuppufed. Picked was a common word ofSliatd"peare', age, in the fenfe 
above given, and is found in Minllteu's DiCliellary, 16[7, with its 
original lignification: "'Trim.·d or dreft /'prucely." It is here ufrd 
metaphorically. MALON:S. . 

1 _ that yo.ng Hamlet 'WIU born;] By thi;; fcene it appears that 
Hamlet was then thirty years old, and knew Yorick well, who h ad 
been dead twenty-two years. And yet in the h<-sinning of tbe play 
he is (pok..n of as a very young man, one that deJigned to go back to 
{cbool, i. e. to the univerfity of Wittenberg. The poet in the fifth ad 
had forgo t what he wrote in the lirft. BLACKSJO.... . 

8 _ ._ •• -da),s,] OtUitte~ iQ the quarto. Ab.LOIIJ:. 

Ham • 
. II 
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Ham. Why he more than another? 
J. Clown. Why, fir, his hide is fa tann'd with his 

trade, that he will keep out water a great while ; and your 
water is a fore decayer of your wharf on dead body. 
Here's a fcull now hath lain you i'the earth three-and. 
twen ty. years. 

Ham. ' Whofe was it? 
J. Clown. A whorefon mad fellow's it was; Whofe do 

you think it was 1 
Ham. Nay, I know not. 
1. Clow71. A p.eftil cn e on him for a mad rogue! ho 

pour'd a fl itggon of Rhenifh on my head once. This 
fame fcull , nr, was Yorick's fcull 9 , ' the king' s jefter. 

Ham. This ? [takes lblfi llil. 
J. Clow n. E'en that. 
Ham. Alas, poor Yorick !-I knew him, Horatio; a 

fellow of infinite jeft, of moft excellent fancy: he hath 
borne me on his back a thoufand times; and now, how 
abhou'd in my imagination it is! my gorge rifes at it. 
Here hung thofe lips, that I have kifs'd I know not 
how 6ft. Where be your gibes now 1 your gambols I 
your fangs? your fla/hes of merriment, that were wont 
to fet the table on a roar ? Not one now, to mock your 
own grinning - ? quite chap-fallen? Now get you tomy 
lady's chamber I, and tell her, let her paint an inch 
thick, to this favour " /he mu(l; come ; make her lau.gh at 
that.-Pr'ythee, Horatio, tell me one thing. 

Nor. What's that, my lord? 
Haln. Daft thou think, Alexander look'd o' this {a/hion 

i' the earth? 
Hor. E'en fo. 
Ham. And fmelt fa? pah', [throwl dotUm thefiull. 

9' - rorick's j cul/,-] Thus the folio.-The quarto reads--Sir 
Yorick's (cull. MALONE. 

- ~ y our OW" grinning1] Thus the quarto, 1604' T he folio read. 
- your ownj."ing. 1n that copy, after this word, and cha/'-fal/ •• , 
there is a noce of interrogation, which all the editon have adopted. I 
doubt concerning its propriety. MALONE. 

J - my lady', chamber,] Thus the folio. The quartos read-IIIJ' 
, lady's tDbfe,'meaning, l (uppo{e, her dr.fling-table. STEEVU1S. 

~ - t. this favouc_] i. e. to this co,," tenance or complexion. See 
~ol. D, p. 499, n. 6', IIlId Vol. vn. p. 3z8, II, '3. Mil I. ON:;. 

Hor. 
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Hor. E'en fa, my lord. 
Ham. To what bafe ufes we may retQrn, Horatio! 

Why may not imagination trace the noble daft of Alex­
ander, till he find it flopping a bung-hole l 

Hor. 'Twere to confider too curio~y, to confider fo. 
Ham. No, faith, not a jot; but to follow hiin thither 

with modefly enough, and likelihood to lead it: As 
thus; Alexander died, Alexander was buried, Alexander 
returneth to dull:; the dufi: is earth; of earth we make 
loam: And why of that loam, whereto he was con­
verted, might they not flop a beer-barrel I 

Imperious Crefar], dead, and turn'd to clay, 
Might flop a hole to keep the wind away: 
0, that that earth, which kept the world in awe, 
Should patch a wall to expel the winter's Haw. ! 

But,foft! but (oft! afide ;- Here comes the king, 

Enter Priell:s, &c. in procejJion, the corpfe ~f O? H EL I A. 

LA E R T B S and Mourners fll/owing it; King, ~een. 
their '["raim, &c. 

The queen, the courtiers: Who is this they follow? 
And with {uch maimed rites 5! This doth betoken, 
The corfe, they follow, did with defperate hand 
Fordo its own life 6. 'Twas of [orne eftate 7 : 

3 Imperious wfar,l Thus the quarto, 1604. The edjt<U' of the 
folio fubftituted imperial, not knowing that imperiou. was u(ed in the 
fame fenCe. See Vol. VIII. p. 2.64. n •• , and p. 4t2., n. *. There 
.are other inftances in the olio of a familiar term being fub1licuted in 
the room of a more an' word. See p. 395, note 9. MALDNJ: • 

... - 'lJ)il1ttr'rflaw I) Winter's Maj. JOHNSON. 
The quartos read-to expel the waltr's flaw. ST££VENI . 

See Vol. VI. p. J77' n. 8. Aflaw meant a fudden guft of wind. 
So, in Florio's Italian Diflionary, 1598:" Groppo, aflaw, or berrie of 
wind," See al(o Cotgrave's Di~ionary; 1611; "Lis d • ..,.lIl, a IJUJi or 

Jlaw of wind ." .MALONE. 
S - IIfl1im.d rilts!-] Imperfefl obrequies. JOHNSON, 
6 .Fordo irs D'Wn life . J To fordo, i8 to undo, to deftroy. So, in Olbifl.~ 

.. -this is tbe night 
• .. That either makes me, or ford ... ~e quite." 
Again, in A c./ajlus, a comedy, 1540: "- wol-i.e to God it might 

k leful for me toJerdoo myfelf, or to make an end of me!" STJ: r.V1N S. 

7 -/.""lIate:) Someperfon ofhiah rank. JOIINSON. 
See Vol. V1II, p. ::'02., n. 8. MAI.ONJ:. 

:£ I Couch 
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[retiring <with Horatio. Couch we a while, and mark. 

Latr. What ceremony elfe 1 
Ham. That is Laertes, 

A very noble youth : Mark. 
Latr. What ceremony eIfe? 
t. Priefl a. Aer obTequies h/lve been as far enlarg'd 

As we have warranty·: Her death was doubtful; 
And, but tbat great command o'erfways the order. 
She fhould in ground unfanCtify'd have lodg'd 
Till the laft trumpet; for charitalile prayers, 
Shards, flints, and pebbles, lhould be thrown on her; 
Ye, here {he is allow'd het virgin crants g, 

Her maiden iirewments, and the bringing home 
Of bell and burial J. 

Latr. Muft there no more be done 1 
Priefl. No more be done; 

We ihould profane the fervice of the dead, 

8 Prill.] Thispritjl in the old quarto is called dollor. STUUNS • 
.. - as we ha'IJe warranty,] Is there any aJlufion here to the coro­

ner's warrant, direc!l:ed to the minillers and churchwardens of a parilh, 
and permitting the body of a perron who come. to an untimely end, to 
receive chriftian buriaH WHALLJ:Y. 

9 - illlO'W'd ber 'Virgin cr3nts,] Thus the quarto, J6040 For thi. 
unu(ual word the editor of the fir/!: folio fubll:ituted rites. By a more 
attentive examination and comparifon of the qwarto copies and tha 
folio, Dr. Johnfon, I have no doubt, would have been convinced that 
this and many other changes in the foli" were not made by Shak(peare, 
as is fuggefted in the following note. MALON.I. 

I have baen informed by an anonymous correfpondent, th t ('4ntr 
is the German word for l"rlallds, and J fuppo[e it was retained by us 
from the Saxons. To carry garlands before the bier of a maiden, and 
to hang tbem over her grave, is Ilill tbe practice in rural parilhes. 

CrllntJ therefore was tbe original word, wbich the author, difcovering 
it to be provincial, and perhaps not underftood, (hangell to a tenn 
more intelligible, but I.f. proper. Mllid .. rillt give no certain or de­
finitive image. He might have put ",,,id(n wreath., or ",aiden gtrr­
lands, but he perhapl .~ftowed no tbought upon it; and neither , enius 
nor practice will alwayw fupply a haft), wroter with the mort proper 
diction. JOHNSON. 

In Minlhew's Di8ionary, fee Beade" where ro';'N AranJ means 
• jlTlUllt ,oja< •• ",; aDd fuch is the name of a charac!l:er in this play. 

TOL"aT. 
I Of bell Iud /""ial.J Burial, hClf'1 liloiliel interment in confe­

crated gro\lod. WAII.uaToN. 



396 HAM L E 'If, 
To flng a refjuiem:&, and fuch reft to her 
As to peace_parted foals. 

L(lcr. Lay her i' the earth ;-
And from her fair and unpolluted' Helh 
May violets fpring !-I tell thee, churlilh prieft, 
A minift'ring angel fuall my filler be, 
When thou liell howling. 

Ham. What, the fair Ophe~ia ! , 
~een,. Sweets to the fweet: Farewel! 

r flattering flowlrs.' 
I hop'd, thou Ihould'll have been my Hamlet's wife; 
I thought, thy bride-bed to have deck'd, fweet maid .. 
And not have ftrew'd thy grave. 

Lacr. 0, treble woe ' 
Fall ten times treble on that curfed head, 
Whofe wicked deed thy moll ingenious fenfe 
Depriv'd thee of !-Hold off the earth a while, 
Till I have caught her once more ~n mine arms: 

(leaps into the gravt.' 
Now pile your duft upon the quick and dead ,_ 
Till of this Hat a mountain you have made, 
To o'er-top old Pelion, or the Ikyilli head 
Of blue Olympus. 

Ham. [ad'1Jallcing] What is he, whofe grief 
Bears fuch an emphafis 1 whofe phrafe of forrow 
Conjures tlie wand' ring !lars, and makes them ftand 
Like wonder-wounded hearers 1 this is I. 
Hamlet the Dane. [leaps into ,the grave. 

Lacr. The devil take thy foul! [grappling <With hi/no 
Haf1l. Thou pray'ft not well. 

I pr'ythee, take thy fingers from my throat; 
For, though I am not fplenetive and ralli, 
Yet have I in me fomething dangerous, 
Which let thy wifdom fear: Hold off thy hand. 

King. PI~ck them afunder. 
~et1l. Hamlet, Hamlet! 
.d1l3 • Gentlemen.-

:& '1'o.Ji.g a requiem,-] A R''1u;,m is a mars performed in Popilh 
c:hurc;hes for the reft of the foul of a perfon deceafe.J. The folio r~ads 
-fing (/Jr' requiem. STEE YENS • 

. a M, ekc.] This is relbllcd from the quartos. STl:E Vl:NI. 

I Hor. 
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Hor. Good my lord, be quiet. 
[2"'he Attenddnts part them, and 'they tome out of the gra'7Jt. 

Ham. Why, I will fight with him upon this theme. 
Until my eye-lids will no longer wag. 

Qgeen. 0 my fon! what theme? 
Ham. I lov'd Ophelia; forty thoufand brothers 

Could not with all their quantity of Jove 
Make up my fum.-What wilt thou do for her? 

K ing. 0, he is mad, Laertes. 
Qgten. For love of God, forbear hint. 
Ham. 'Zounds, fhew Ilie what thou'lt do: 

Woul't weep? woul't fightt Vloul't faft ? woul't tear thy­
felf? 

Woul't drink up eifel 4 ? eat a crocodile? 
I'll 

4 Wouft drinlt lip eifel?] 1Youl't is a contr.lllon of 'Wouldt]l. 
(wouldeft thou] and pethaps ought rather to be written woufjl. The 
quarto, J604. has efil. In the folio the word is fpelt efil •• EiJi: or .ifd 
is vinegar. The word is ufed by Chaucer, and Skelton, and by Sir 
Thomas More. Hi"o,h, p. u. edit. J557: 

" _ with Cowre pocion 
" If thou paine thy taft, remember therewithal 
" How Chrift 'for the,e tafted .!fil .nd gall." 

The word is alfo found in Minlheu'. Dillion,ry, 1617, and in Coles" 
Latin Diffionary: 1679' 

Our poet, as Dr. Farmer has obferved, has again employed the 
the {arne word in his J J Ith {onnet , 

" _ like a willing patieDt, I will drink 
" Potions of '1f./1 'gaiDft my {hong infellion i 
.. No bitttrnif, that I will bitter think, 
" Nor double penance, to correll correllion." 

Mr. Steevens Cuppofes, that a river was meant, eith~t the 'Y.JJiI, or 
Oefil, or W'if", a confiderable river which f.lls into the Baltick ocean. 
The words, drink up, he confiders as favourable to hi. notion. "Had 
Shakfpeare," he ob(erves," meant to make Hamlet (ay, Wilt tboll drid 
'fIinegar, he probably would not have ufed the term Jrid up. which 
means, totally to ."ball/I, In King Ri(bard II, All II, fc. ii. (he adds) 
a thought in part the (ame occurs: ' 

" - the tdk he undert.ke" 
" Is numb'ring fands, and driding ouan, d,y," 

:But I muft rem" k, in that pillage evidently impolJibiltitf are pointed out. 
Hamlet is only talking of difficult or painful exertions. Every man can 
weep, 'fisht, fan, tear himCelf, drink .. potion of vinegar, and eat a I'i.(, 
of a difiCtled crowdil~ hOW~Cl difaSrcc bl~; {or I have JlO dOllbt that 

the 



HAM L E 
I'll do't,-Doll thou come here to wAiru! 1 
To out-face me with leaping in her gra.ve 1 
Be buried quick· with her, and fo will I: 
And, if thou prate of mountains, let them throw 
Millions of acres on us; till our groufld, 
Singeing his pate againll: the burning zone, 
Make Oifa like a wart! Nay, an tholl'lt mouth~ 
I'll rant as well as thou. . 

f<.yeen, This is mere madnefs 5 : 

And thus a while the lit wiil work on him; 
Anon, as patient as the female dove. 
When that her golden couplets are difclos'd.6, 

His filence will fit drooping. 

the poet ufes the words ,at a mJeMil., for 'lit of a uDcodil,. We yet 
ufe the f~me phrafeology io familiar languagr. 

On tbe phrafe drid lip no lUere can be laid, ror our poet has em_ 
ployed the rame e~preffioQ in hil IJ4th {oonet, witf.ollt any idea .of 
ulirely .1tbdujJing, Ind menly al (ypouymou. to drid: 

" Or whether doth my mind, being CTOwn'd wi~!t you, 
" Drink "p the monarch'. plague, this /latterf ? 

Again, in the (ame fonnet: 
" - 'ti, Battery in my feeing. 
" And my great mind molt klnCly tlrids it *p." 

A,ain, io 'I';"'DR Df .JI •• II.: 
" And how his fileDce drinks up his applaufe," 

In Sbaklpea,-e" time, as at preCent, to iJrilJi u" often meant no 
more than fimply to drink. So, in Florio'c ltaliao. Dictionary. 1598, 
"SDrbir •• to fip orf"p.p any driAlc." In like mannu we fcmetimes 
fay, "when you have fw.llow'd dD'ClJ7J this potion," though we mean 
DO more than_'c when you have (wallo",'d this potion." MALONJ:. 

'5 'Ibis i, mer< madllif. : &c. J This fpeech in the 6rft folio ts given 
to the king. MALONE. 

(j When tbIU ber l'ltim coupl.,. are difclo,'d,] To difdof. was an': 
ciently ufed for to batcb. So, In the Bode Df BUllly_," H4dilll. 
F!I/by"" &c. bl. I. no date: "Firft they ben ege.; IlDd after they 
ben di/d./.tI hauke.; and commonly goahaukcs bCA difol./ul al 
fone .. die cboughes." To '1teIuJ. is lh~ technical mm at prefe!lt. 
During three days after the pigeon bas bluebIll her e"'put., (for Ibe 
lay. no more than two eggs,) /he aner .. uiu her oell, UGept for a 
few moments in '1ueJI: of a Jittk food tor berfdf"; 19 all her yeung re·­
CJllire iD tbat cady date, is to be kept warm, an offi~c wbKh JIIc !lever 
entndh to tbe male. STJ:EVJ: ., 

The yOWlg neflliJlBt of the pjgeon, when firft difclofed, are callow, 
only c:oycred with a ydJow Jo\YD: and for that reafcna &aDd in lICed of 
being cherilhccl by the kinclly wWlltA of the hCD, to protcct them from 

the 
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Ham. Hear you, fir; \ 

What is the reafoD that you ufe me thus? 
I Jov'd you ever: But it is no matter; 
Let Hercules himfelf do what he may. 
The cat will mew, and dog will have his day. [Exit. 

King. I pray thee, good Horatio, wait upon him._ 
rExit HORATIO. 

Strengthen your patience in our Iall: night's fpeech ; 
[to Laertelt. 

We'll put the matter to the prefent pulh.­
Good Gertrude, fet fome watch over your fon.­
This grave 1hall have a living monument: 
An hour of quiet Ihortly 1hall We fee; \ 
Till then in patience our proceeding be. [Extllltt. 

SeE N E II. 
4 Hall in the CaJlle. 

Enter HAMLET, anti HORATIO. 

Ham. So much for this, fir: now fhall you fee th~ 
other i-

You do remember all the circumll:ance 1 
Hor. Remember it, my lord! 
Ham. Sir, in my heart there was a kind of fighting, 

That would not let me neep 7; methought, l,lay 
Wone 

the chillnefs of the ambient air, for a confideralllf. time after they are 
hatched. HEATH. 

The word difelofe has already occurred in a {cnfe nearly allied a, 
baleh, in this play: 

" And I do doubt, the hatch and the Jifc1~c. 
" Will be fame danger." MALONE. 

7 Sir, i,. ",y bUTt there 'Wa, a killdiffigbtiltg, 
'IlHIt 'Would II.t Itt "'. fl", I &c.] ~,in ''IT.if.s ."J Creffi'.; 

" Within my Caul these doth commence a fight, 
U Of this lhange nature," &e. 

<Tb. Hyftori. of H"",bkr, bl. let. furnilhed our authour with the , 
fcheme rif fending the prince to England, and with moft of the cit'" 
"umft:ances defcribed in this (cene : 

(After the death of Polonius 1 "Feng.?n [the king in the preCene 
play) could not content himftl(e, but IHII his mind gave him tbat the 
foole [Hamlet) would play him fon ~ trick of legerdemaine. Aad ill 
tlIat conceit, {cckiDi to bee rid of him, 4~tcl'IQiDed 10 nnd the me.nes 

tQ 



400 BAM LET; 
Worre than the routines in the bUboes'. RalliJYi 
And prais'd be 'ralhnefs for it-9 • Let as know. 

, I , ' 

Our 

to doe it by the aid of a lUanger, making the king pf England mirufier 
of his ma{fllcreou, rcfolution; to whom he purpofed to fend him, and 
by letters delire him to put him to death. 

I< Now, to beare him ,company, were affigned two of Fengon's 
faithful minifters, bearing letten ingraved in wood, that contained 
Hamlet's death, in fuch fort as lie had advertifed the king of England. 
:But the fubtil Danilh prince, (being at fea,) whilft his companions 
l1ept, having read the letters, and knowing his uncle's great treafon, 
,vith the wlcked and villainous mindes of the two courtiers that led 
him to the l1aughter, raced out the letten that concerned hi. dcath, 
and inftead thereof graved others, with commifiion to tbe king of 
:England to hang his two companions; and not ;:ontent to turn the 
death they had devifed againfi him, upon their own neckes, wrote 

, further, that king fengon willed him to give his 'daughter to Hamb­
let in marriage." Byft. of Bambl~t, fignat. G 2 . 

From this narrative it appears that the faithful minifiers of Fengon 
were not unacqu ai nted with the import of the letters they bore. Shak­
fpeare, who has followed the fiory pretty dofely, probably meant to 
.defcribe their reprefentatives, Rofencrantz and Guildenfi:rn, as equally 
guilty; as confederating with the king to deprive Hamlet of his life. 
So that his procuring their exeeution, though certainly not ilbl'olutely 
n.cceilary to his own fafety, does not appear to have bero a wanton 
alld unprovoked cruelty, as Mr. Seeevells has fuppofed in his very in­
genious obfervation, on tBe general charaCler and condllCl of the 
prince throughout this piece. 

In the conclufion of his drama the poet has entirely devi'ted from 
the fabulous hiftary, which in other ~aces he has frequently fullowed . 

After Hamblet's arrival in England, (for no fea-fight is men,ioned,) 
' e< the king, (fays The Byftory of Harnblet) admiring the yOllng prince,_ 

gave him hi, daughter in marriage, according to the counterfeit let­
ters by him devifed; and the next day caufed the two fervants of Fen. 
gon to be executed, to faei&fy, as he thought, the king's defire." Byft. of 
Harnb. Ibid. 

Hamlet, however, returned to Denmark, without marrying the 
king of.England·s daughter, who, it Ihould teem, had only been bt. 
trotbtd to him. When he arrived in his native country, he made the 
courtiers drunk, and having burnt them to death, by fetting fi re to the 
banqueting-room wherein they fat, he went into Fengon's chamber. 
and killed him, " giving him (fays the rel,tter) fuch a violent blowe 
"pon tbe chine of the neck, that he cut his head clean from the 
1&oulders ." Ibid. fi gnat. F 3. 

He is afterwards faid to have been crawn~d king of Denmark. 
MALONE • 

• _ mutines in the bilow.] To Inutine was formeriy ufed far to 
","tiP}_ 
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Our indifcretion fometime ferves us well, 
When our deep plots do paU' : and that fuould teach us, 

I There's 
"'uti~y. See p. 337, n. 6. So ",uti"., [or ",utin", or mutiJl"" "un 
homme mutin," Fr. a mutinous or feditio"s perfon. In TJJI MisfoTluo" 
Df Artbur, a tragedy, t 587, the adjeruve is ufed I 

cO Supprelll:th ",uli. force, and praCticke fraud." M'-l.ONC. 
The hilbots is a bar of iron with fetters annelCed to it, by wbich 

mutinous or diforderly faitors were anciently linked toeether. The word 
i. derived [rom Bilboo, a place in Spain where inltruments of lIee1 
were fabricated in the utmoft perfeCtion. To underft.nd Shakfpeare's 
allulion completely, it Ihould be known, that a8 tbefe fetters conneC!: 
the leg. of the offenders very elofe togetber, their attempts to refift 
mu{t be as fruitlers as tbofe of Hamlet, in whofe mind lin,. ""as a I 

kind of figbling, Ibal would nat III him flup. Every motion of one muft 
drfturb hi s partner in conlinement. The bilbots are lIiU O,ewn in the 
Tower of London, among tbe otber fpoils of the SpaniOl Armadilo The 
follOwing is the ligure of .them. STJ:J;VENS. 

I _ Rajbly, 
And pra.is'd b. rafhntfs for it,-Ltl," inow, 
Our ;71di!trttion /Qmltlmes firvlS us 7»11/, l 

TYb"" &c.J Hamlet, delivering an account of his efeape, begins 
wlth.faying, That he rajbly-and tben is carried into a refleCtion upon 
the we.kners of human wifdom. I ralhly_prui(.d be ralhnef. for it, 
-Lei us not think thefe evenes cafual, but I.t Ul bow, ·tI.at h, t,u,e 
noti" and 'r.",,,,,".-, that we fometimes fucceed by indifcrttioll, wben 
we fail by dut> 1"011, and infer the perpetual fuperintendance and 
agtncy of the Divinity. The obf.rvation is jul~, and will be allowed by 
every human being who /hall rellell on the courfe of hi. own life. J OH1U. 

This parrage, 1 think, Iho .. ld be thus dilhibuted. 
-------Ra/hly 
(And prais'd be ra/hnefs, for it Itt, us know, 
Our indifcretion fometimes ferves us well, 
Wben our deep plots do fail; and that Ihould teach us, 
There's a divinity that a.apea our ends, 
Rough-hew them how we will i-

Hor. That is mon certain.) 
Ham. Up from my cabin, lee. So that rajbly may be joined in con­

ftrullion with i .. tbedarlJjr0l'd I toji_d Ollt tbem. TVR WHITT. 

Wh.II., deep plOll d, p 1:) Thus thcadhiuarto, 1604' Tn.editor 
VOL, IX. D c1 of 
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There's a di.vinity ,that {hapes our' ends., 
Rough-hew them bow we will "' • 

. Hor. That is moll: certain. 
Ham. Up from my cabin, 

My fea-gown fcarf'd about me, in the d(lrk 
Grop'd 1 to find out them.: had my defiJ:e; 
Finger'd their packet; and, in fine, )Vithdrew 
To mine own room again: maki\ng fo bold, 
My fears forgetting manners, to' u feal 

-' Their grand Gommiffion; where I found, Horatio" 
A royal knavery; an :CxaB: command,-
Larded with many fe.veral forts of reafon'S -, 
Importing Denmark's' healtli, and England's too~ 
With, ho! fueh bugs and goblins in my life 3,_ 
Tha.t, on 'the fup<:rvife, no leifure bated 4. 

No, 
of the next quarto, for pall. fubftituted fall. The folio· reads-when our 
dear plots do paule. . 

Mr. Pope lind the fubfequent editors read-who)). ,)ur deep plots do 
fail: but pal) and fllil are by no means likely to have been confound_ 
ed. I .have therefore adqered to thepld copies. In Antqnyand CI.Q.-
palra our' poet has ur~a the 'partic>ple : ~. , 

.. I'll ne~er foHow tby pall'd fortunes more." l\lA6. O'N1!:. 

,. Tbere's a'divinity that /lapes our ends, 
Rough hew rbem bow ~ue will.] Dr. Farmer infor~ns me, that 

thefe wurds are merely technical. 1\ wool-man, butcher, and dealer in 
fle~vm, lately obferved to him, tbat his nephew (an idle lad~ cou.ld only 
affift him in mak~ng tbem; '''_he c:ould rougb-be~~ them, but I was 
obliged to fape tbeir ends." Whoever recolleCls the profemon of 
Shakfpeare s fathet, will admit that his (on ~ght be no thang ... to fuch 
a term. I have feen packages of wool pinn'd UF withftewers. STEEV~ 

II Larded <witf> many feveral forts of rea(ons,] I am afraid here is a 
very poor conceit, founded on an equivoq\le b~tween "afo", and raiftns, 
which in Sh aMpeare's time wete undoubtedly pronounced alik,e. Sort! 

. of raljins, fUJlars, &c. istbe'common phr"feology of ihops.- We ha~!, 
tbe faille qUlbblein a'notller play. MALON E. . 

3 Witb, bo I fucb hugs and gohlins in my lif~jJ W ith fucb cau]es of 
terror, .riling from my cbaraCler and defigos . ION NIOll. 

A bug Was no lefs a terrific being tnan a goblin. So, in Spenfer's. 
Faery fi(,uee., B. 2.. c. 3 : 

" A. gluftly bug does unto them afreare." 
We caUlt at prefent a hugbear • . STEF.VENS. 

SeeVoJ.VI,p'373,n.4. MALONE . , 

.. - no leifu~e bated,) Baltd, for a(lowtJ. To abatt,. lignifiel 
to /1;du8; thIS deduCllon, when apphed to the perf on In whofe ' 
favour it i. made is called an a/lo~uance. Hence he takes the liberty 
.fufing billed for allo.'Wtd. Wit. R JI)11\ TON. 
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No, not to fray the grinding of the axe, 
MY.liead !bould be iuuck o~. 

Bor. Is't pollible? 
Ham. Here's the commiffion; read it at mo.re leifure. 

But wilt thou hear now how I did proceed 1 
Hor. Ay, 'hefcech you. 
Ham. Being thus be netted round with viUanies, 

Or I could make · a prologue to my brains, 
They had begun the play s ;-1 fat me down; 
Devis'd a new commlfiion; wrote it fair; 
J once did hold it, as our ftatifts do 6, 

A bafenefs to write fair, and Jabo r'd much 
How to forget that learning; but, fir, now 
It did me yeoman' s fervice 7; Wilt thou kn.ow 
The effect of what I wrote? 

Hor. Ay, good my lord. 
Ham. An carnell conjuration from the king,­

As England was his faithful tributary; 
As love between them like the palm might flouri!b ; 

No leifuTI "aled- means, without any abale .. ent or intermiffion of 
time. MALON !:. 

• Or 1 could moke-] Or in old 1:nglifu lignified before. See Vol.IV. 
p. 540, n. 9. MALOl<lt. 

S Being tbu. benetled round ""ith 'fIillani,., 
Or I could malt a pTologut 10 my brllins, 
'Thty bad btgun tbtplay :-] Hamlet is telling how luckily every 

thing fell out; h: groped out their commiffion in the dark without 
waking tbem; he found himfelf doomed to immediate deftruc9:ion. 
Sometfiing Was to be done for his prefervation • .A n expedient occurred. 
not produced by the comparifon of one method with lOather, or by & 

regular deduc9:ion of confequences, but before he could ",ake a prologut 
to hi. brains, they had helun the play. Before he could (ummon nis 
facwties, and propofe to J,imlOlf what fuould be done, a complete 
{cherne 'If aaion prefented itfelf to him. His mind operated before he 
had excited it. This appears to me to be the" meaning. J ORN SON. 

0 _ 0. Durftatifts do,] Ajlaliji is a jlalif .. an. So, in BenJonfon" M"g­
flttic Lady: 

.. Will fcrew you out a (ecret from ajlaliji ." STltltVENS. 
Moft of the great men of Shakfpeare's times, whofe autographs 

have been preferved, wrote very bad handa; their Cecretaries very neat 
ones. BLACKSTON 1:. 

7 - y<oman'. [e""ice: 1 The meaning, I believe is, 'Thiz yeomanly 
ljullliftcation 'Was a ",ojI uftfol ftr'<la~t, or yeDman, 10 mt; i. e. did me 
eminent fcrvice. The ancientyt~mtn were famous for their military va­
lour. "Thefewere the good arcbers in time paft «(ays Sir 1ho. Smith), 
and the aablc tl oop of foo en that alfraide all France." ST.U:V. 

D d z As 
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As peace !bouid run her wheaten gar:r-atld wear, 
And Lland a comma 'tween their amities 8 ; 

And many fuch like ases of great charge 9,_' 

That, on the view and knowing of' there contents, 
Withdut debatement further, more, or lefs, 
He !bould the bearers put to fudden death. 
Not fhriving time allow'd. 

B ar. How was this feal"d? 
Ham. Why, even in that was heaven ordinant ; 

8 As peace jhowld jlilf her whtattn garland wtar. 
Andfland a comma ""ften ,boi. ami/itr;] The expreffion of our 

author is, like many of his phrafes. fufficie .1tly conftrained and af. 
feCled, b.ut it is not incapable of explanation. The Comma is the note 
of connt8ion' and continuity of fentences; the period is the note of ob. 
ruplipn and disju nClion. Shakfpeare had it perhaps in his mi nd to 
write, That unlefs England complied with the mandate, war PJou/d 
put a period to tbeir amitv /"fIe altered hi. mode of diClion, nd t hought 
tbat, in an oppolite fenfe, he might put, th~t pta" fhould fland a 
comma hetwun tbtir amitit" Thi, is not an ea(y ftile; but is it not 
the ftile of Sbakfpeard JOHNSON. 

9 _ ases oj great cba'ge,] A.J!e' heavily load.d. A quibble is in. 
tended between a, the conditional particle. and af' the beaft of bur. 
then. That cbart"d anciently lignified loaded, may be proved from the 
foll.1lving paff. ge to 'Ibe Widow', 'Iear" by Chapman, 16 12: 

" Thou mull be the af' charg'd with "own, to m ake way." 
JO HNSON. 

Shakfpeare has fo m aay quibbles of his own to anfwer for, that 
there are thofe who think it hard he ihould be chargeJ w·th others 
which he never tbougbt of. ST £~VJt)IS. 
. Though the firO: and bbvious meaning of thefe words cer-:ainly is, 

. " man] fimi/or adjurations. or monitory injunClions, oj great ~vtight 
lind imporlance." yet Dr. Johnfon's notion of a quibble being alfo in 
the poet's thoughts is fupported by two other patTages of Shakfpear., 
in which aJJts are introduced as ufually employed in tbe carriage of 
gold, a cbarge of no fmall weight I 

.. H e Ihall but bear them, as the a(s bears gold, 
" To groan and fweat under tbe bufrnefs." Ju/iu. Ctefar; 

Again. in MUlflirt for Meafurn 
" --like an aft, whofe back with ingots bows, 
" Tbou bearll thy heavy riches but a journey. 
" And death unloads thee." 

In further fupport of his obfer.atlon, it ihould be remembered, that 
the letter s in the particle a, i .. in the midland rounti •• ufually pro­
nounced hard, 'liS in the pronoun "I. Dr. Johnfon himfelf alway. 
pronounced tbe partiere as h ard, and fo 1 hne no doubt did Shak. 
{peare. It i, [0 pronounced in Warwicklhire at this day. The firll: 
folio ac,ordinsly hai_jJis. MA I.ON It. 

Ihad 
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I had my falher's fignet in my purfe, 
Which was the model of'that Danilh feal '" : 
Folded the writ up in form of the other; 
Subfcrib'd it; gave 't the .impreffion; plac'd it fafely, 
The changeling 'never known I: Now, the next day 
Was our fea-fight; and what to this was fequent 
Thou know'fr already. 

Hor. So Guildenfiern and Rofencrantz go to't. 
Ham. Why, man", they did make love to this employ-

ment ; . I 

They are not near my cOllfcience; their defeat 
Does by their own inlinuation 1 grow: 
'Tis dangerous, when the bafer nQ.ture comes 
Between the pafs and fell incenfed points 
Of mighty oppdfites. 

Bor. Why, what a king is this! 
Bam. Does it not, t hink thee 4, frand me now upon? 

He that hath kill'd my king, and. whor'd my mother; 
Popp'd in between the eleCtion and my hopes ; 
Thrown out his angle 5 for my proper life, 
And with fuch' cozena'~e; is't not perfeCt confcience, 
To quit him 6 with this arm land is't not to be damn'd" 
To let this canker of our nature' come 
In further evill 

HoI'. It muLl: be Ihortly known to him from England, 
What is the iffue of the bufinefs there. 

'" - the model of that Danijh /.al:] The mod,l is in old language­
the copy . The fignet was formed in imitation of the OaniLh foul. See 
Vol. V. p. 58, n. 4, aDd V01. VI. p. 568, n. 5' MALONI'!. 

I 'Th. c~angeling H."'" known :-] A cbang.ling is a cbUd which 
the fairjes are fupl'ofed to leave in the room of that which they Iteal. 

• J OHNSON • 
.. Wby, 111an, s.c.] This line is omitted in the quartos. STltI'!V. ' 
J - by tb.i, own int.nuati on-J By their having inlinuated or thrult 

t hemfclves into the employment. ,MALONE • 
• - think tb",j i. " bethink thee. MALONE. 
S 'Tbrown out hi • • ngle-J An angle in Shakfpeare'~ time lignified 

a fiOlillg-rod. So, in Lily's Sapho and Phao, 1591: 
"Pbao. But he may blefs filhing that caught fuch a one in the rea. 
" Yenu .. h was not with an angl., myboy"but with anet."MALO,N 1:. 

6 'To qu,it him, &c.] To re~uite him; to pay him his due. JOH 11l0N. 
This paffage, as well as the three followiog fpeeches, is not in the 

'1uartol. STZZVENS • 
., I, D d 3 Halll. 
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Ham. It will be fhort: the interim is mine; 

And a man's life's no more than to ~ay one~ 
But I am very forry, good Horatip" , .. 
That to Laertes I forgo~ myfe1f; 
For by the image of my caufe, I fee 
The portraiture of his: I'llcount hi.s favours s: 
But, lure, the bravery ofJ1i5 grief did But me 
Into a towering patrLOn. 

Hor. Peace ; who comes here? 
Enter OSRICK. 

OJ. Your lordfuip is right welcome back to Denmark. 
Ham. I humbly thank you, fir.-:-Dofi know this water': 

lIyO? 
Hor. No, my good lord. 
Ham. Thy !late is the more gracious; , for 'tis a vice 

to know him: He hath much land, and fertile: let a 
beaft be lord of heafts, and his crib fhall ftand at the 
king's mefs: 'Tis a chough 7; but, as I fay, fpacious 
in the potreffion of dirt. . 

Oft. Sweet lord. if your lordfhi{' were at leifure, I 
.fhould impart a thing to you from hIS majefty. 

'Ham. I will receive it, fir, with all diligel\ce of fpirit: 
Your bonnet to his right ufe; 'tis for the head. 

Ofr. I thaqk your lordlqip. 'tis very hot. 
Ham. No, believe me~ 'tis very cold; the wi"d i~ 

~orther1y . " 
Oft. It is inclilferent cold. my lord, indeed. 
Ham. But yet, methinks, it is very fult ry 8 and hal; o~ 

my complexion~9 
Oft. Exceedingly, · my }ord~ it is very fultry • ,-as 

5 I'll coun t bisfavour.:] I'll count his favours i8-1 will mde tlC­

tDUnl of~hem. i. e. reckon upon Ibm:, .,alu.~be",. STEItVENS. 
Mr. Rowe for count v~ry plautibly reads courl. MALONE. ° - Dojl how tbis water-JIy fJ A water-Jly /kips up and down 

upon the {urface of the water, without any apparent purpofe or reafon, 
and is thence the proper emblem of a bury triflor. JOHNSON. 

1 _ "Tis a cbough; -] A kind of jackdaw. JORNSON. 
8 But y~t, melbids, it is ~er1 Juury, &c.1 Haml.~ is here playing 

over the (arne farce with Orrick, which he had formerly done with 
Pdlonius. STEEVENS. • 

9-" my complexion-]The folios read-for my cOlllpltxion.STEEv • 
.. Exceedingly, my lord; ;t is Vtry JultrJ',] 

__ igniculum brum:e fi tempore pofcas, 
Accipit endromidem; Ii dixcris)il:ftuo, fudat. 'jU'lJ. MALONl: 

Oft. 
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'twere, r cannot tell how. -My lord, his'rnajefty bade 
me fignifr to yOll, that he has laid a great wager on 
your head: Sir, this is the matter,-

Ham. I befeeeh you, l't:member- :& 

[Hamlet mO'VtJ him to put on his bal. 
OJr. Na}'., good my lord; for my cafe, in good faith l • 

Sir +. here is newly corne to court, Lacrtes: believe me, 
an abfolute gentleman, full of moftexcellent differences 5, 

of very foft foeiety, and great lhewing: Indeed, to 
fpeak feelingly 6 of him, he is the card or calendar of 
gentry 7, for you lhall lind in him the continent of what ' 
part a gentleman WGuid fee 8. 

:1 I hefeub lOU, remember-] " R",,,mb,r not yO/lr co.rufj," J be­
lieve, Hamlet woul<l have faid, jf be had not been iArerrupted. "Re­
member thy courtefr," he could not poffibly have raid, alld therdore 
th is abrupt {entence may ferve to confirm an emendation which 1 pra­
pofed in Lo",,', Lab. ur', L oft, (Vol. II. p. 396, n. 8.) where Armada 
raya-" I do btftteb tiUt, remtmber thy courtefy ;-1 befcech thee, ap_ 
parel thy head." I have no doubt that Shakfpeare there wrote, .. -re­
member not thy courtefy,'-and that the negative was omitted by the 
negligence of the compolitor. M A LONE. 

$ Nay, g •• d my lord ; for my eafe, in good /aitb.l Thi. feemA to 
have been the anected phr.fc of the time.-Thus in Martian '. lIfal,­
eonUnt, 1604 : "I befeech you, fir, be covered."-" No, in good 
faitb, for my~aft." And in other places. FARMER. 

I t appears to bave been the common language of ceremony in ' our 
poet's lime • . "Why do you fiand bart·btaded' (faya one of the 
Jpeakers in Florio's ~"C"ND FRUT!:S, 159',) you do yourfeIEwron,. 
Pardon me, good lir (replies his friend); I do itfer my taJt." Again, 
in .d Nvw. Way to pay old Debts, by MaJfinger, 1633 : 

" ----- Is't/or YOlir taft 
" You keep your hat off?" MALONE. 

+ Sir, &c.] The folio omits this and the following fourtee~ 
{peeches; and Id their place fubtiitute. only, "Sir, you are not ig_ 
norant of what excellence Laertes is at hi s weapon," S-r E '- V XN s. 

S - full of moJ1 txcelltnt dijJertnm,-J Full of dijl;ngllijbi.g ex­
cellencies. JOHNSON. 

6 _ [p.ak teelingly -] The firft,quarto rea~. ft;/j,tgly. ST n VEN,. 

1 _ tb. card Dr ealeni/aT of ztntry;] The general preceptor of ele_ 
gance; the cayd by which a gentleman is to direct his courfe j the 
loltpdar by which he is to choofe his time, that what he does may be 
both excellent and feafonable. JOHNSON. 

S -for"O/l fhllll find i" bi", lb. conl;".nt if what ~Ilrt a gentlt",on 
'Wo/lld Jtt.] rOil /b,,11 find bi", eontai"i_g and comprifing every '1ualllY 
which a gentltl"atI would defire to .. "ttI"p/"" for imitation. I know not 
ht it lhouJd be read, nll/p"lIfi"d bi", Ibt ,pi.tnt. J OKlnoN. 

D d... Ham. 
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Ham. Sir, his definement 9 fuffers no perdition in you; 

-though; I know, to divide him inventorially, would 
dizzy the arithmetick of memory; and yet but raw nei­
ther ", in refpect of his quick fail. But, in the verity 
of extolment, I take him to be a foul of great article:' ; 
and his infufion of fuch dearth 3 and rarenefs, as, to 
make true diction of bim, his femhlaqle is his mirrour ; 
and, who elfe would trace him, his umbrage, nothing more. 

Oft. Your lordlhip fpeaks moft infallibly of him. 
Ham. The concernancy, fir? why do we wrap the 

gentleman in our more rawer breath? 
OJr. Sir r 
Hor. 1s't not pofIihle to underll:and in another tongue? 

You will do't, fir, really 4, 

lIam, 
9 Sir, bis dtjin,,,,ent, &c. j This is de6gned as a {pecimen, and ri­

dicule of the court:j.rgon .mongO; the I'r"i"", of hat time. The 
(enfe in Engli/h is, " Sir, he fuffers nothing in your account of him, 
" though to enumerate his good qualities particularl ,)' would be end • 
.. leIs; yet when we had done our beR, it would ibll come /hort of 
.. him, However, in ftriClnefs of tr~th, he is a great genius, and of 
" a charaCler fo rarely to be met with. that to find any thing like him 
•• we mull: look into his mirrour, and his imitators wili al'fcar no 
" more than hi. /hadows." WARBa.ToN • 

• --andy,t but raw ",itbtr,&c.] R"w i. a word 0' ereat latitude; 
raow /ignifies unripe, im","t~rt, thence IInfo,,,,";, imptrf.EI. IInfti/ful. 
The beft account of him would be imp.ifcEl, in re(pea of his quiclc 
fail. The phraCe quitk fail was, I Cuppofe, a proverbial term for 
_Elivityofmi"d. JOHNSON. 

,. -afoul of great articJe;-] This is obfcure. I once thought it 
might have been, "fool of great "Ititlld.; but, I {uppofe, a foul of 
grllu artit/c, means a foul of large comprehenfion, of many contents. 
The particulars of an inventory are called arlitl". JOH N SON. 

3 - of fucb d."rrh-] D,,,,tb is dtar"ejs, value, price. And his 
internal qualities of(uch value and rarity. J OANSON • 

. 4 1s'/ nol poj]iblt 10 1I11d'rjI"nd i. ""olh,, to"g~e' y'~ 'Will dDt, .fir, 
realry. J Of this interrogatory rem.rlc the Cenle is '!lery obCcure. '.rho 
queQion may mean, might ".t "II this be u1ldcrftood in plai"., la"guazt. 
But then, )'./1 'Will do it, fir, rc"lIy, feems to have no ufe, for WllO 

could doubt but plain language would be intelligible? I would ther<>­
fore read, 1,'/ poJliblc lIot to be und.,(\ood in a Wlotber tong~c. Yo. 
will do it, 6r, reaUy. JOHNSON. 

SuppoCe we were to poin~ the patT.ge thus I h't not pomble to un_ 
tler(\and? in another tongue you will do it, fir, re .. Uy. 

The fpeech r~ems to be addreffed to OJriek, who is pUlzled by Ham. 
let's imitation of bis own .JleCled language. ST liV INS. 

Theobalcl 
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Halll. What imports the nomination of this gentleman 1 
Oft. Of Laertes r I 

Hor. His purfe is empty already; all his golden word 
are fpent. 

Ham. Of him, fir. 
Ofr. I know, you are not ignorant-
Ham. I would, you did, fir; yet, in faith, if you did. 

it wO\lld not much approve me 5 ;-Well, fir. 
Oft. You are not ignorant of what excellence Laertes 

is-
Ham. I dare not confefs that, lell: I lhould compare 

with him in excellence 6; but, to know a man well, were 
to know himfelf. 

Olr. I :ne:m, fu, for his weapon; but in the imputa-
tion Jaid on him by them, in hiS meed 7 he's unfellow'd. 

Ham. What's his weapon 1 
Olr. Rapier and dagger. 
Ham. That's tlVO of his weapons: but, well. 
Oft. The king, fir, hath wager'd with him fix Barbar}' 

horfes: againll: the which he has impawn'd 8, as I take 
it, fix French rapiers and poniards, with their affigns, 

Theobald has filently (ublHtuted rartly for rtally. I think Horatio's 
fpeech i. addretred to Hamlet. Anotber tol/gve doea not mean, .s r 
conceive, plainer ",og"ag" (as I)r. Jobnfon (uppofed,) but" language 
fo fantalHcal and afleeted as to have the appearance of a fortif. ­
t ongue:" and in the foHowing words Horatio, I think, means to pralfe 
Hamlet for imitating lh is kind of,babble (0 happily. I (ufpeet, how_ 
ever, that the poet wrote-h't pofJibl. not to underftand in a morbtr 
tongue? MALONE. 

5 _ if Y'" did, it w."ld not mllcb approve me j] If you kntw I WD 
not ignorant, your eftoem would not much advance my reputation. 
To a/,I"'''''' is to rtccmmtnd to approbati.n. JOHNSON. 

6 I dare not COI,{efS tbat, 'eft I fhould ,.mpart with him, ke.) I dare 
not pretend to know him, left I lhould pretend to an equality: no mall 
c an completely know another, but by knowing himfelf, which is the 
IItmoft extent of human wifdom. JOHN ION. 

7 - in bis mttd- 10 his excellence. JOHNSON. 

See Vol. VI. p. 366. n. 6. MALON&. 

ti -im/,a'Wn'4,-)Thus the quarto 1604, The folio reads-impon'a. 
Pignar. In ltaliall lignifies both to paw II, and to lay a wager. MALON&. 

{Jorhaps it lhould be, depon'd. So Hudibras : 
" J would upon this raufe Jep ••• 
" As much as any J have known." 

But perhaps impo.ed is pledged, impa"",,,d; Co fpelt to ridicule the af­
feuation of utteri.og.E/liliib word. with Tench pronunciation. JOHNS. 

as ' 
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as girdlt, hangers 9, and fo: Three of the carriages, in 
faith, ' are very dear to fancy, very refponfive to the 
hilts, moil: delicate carriages, and of very liberal conceit. 

Ham. Whflt call you the carriages 1 
Hor. I knew, you mufl: be edified by the margent I, 

ere you had done . 
Ofr. The carriages, fir, are the hangers. 
Ham. The phrafe would be more german ~ to the 

matter, if we could carry a cannon by our fides; I would, 
it might be hangers till then. '. But, on: Six Barbary 
hones againfl: fix French fwords, their affigns, and three 
liberal-conceited carriages; that's the French bet againfl: 
the Danilh: Why i:i this impawn'd, as you call it 1 

Ofr. The king, fir, hath lay'd 3, that in a dozen 
paffes 

9 -as girdle, hangers, and fo:] i. e. ~nd fa forth. The word 
hangers has been mifundcrfiood. That part of the girdle or belt by 
which the Cword was Cufpended, was in our p"et's time caUed Ibe 
1"lngtrs. See Minlheu's Dictionary, J6J7 : "The hange" of a [word. 
G. Pendants d'efpee, L. Subcingulum," &c. So, in all Inventory 
found among the papers of Hamlet Clarke, an attomey of a court or 
record in London in the year 1611, and printed in 'Tbe- GtIltleman'. 
M.1gllzine, Va\. LVlll, p. J II : 

"I'e""One pay" of girdle anrJbangers, of /ilver purle,and cullored /ilke. 
1ttm, One payre of girdler Bnd bangers upon white fattene: ' 
'The ballgers ran in an oblique direction {rOfllche middle of the fore­

part of the girdle acrofs the left thigb, ,and were altacbed to the girdle 
behind. M ALaN It • 

• -you mujJ b • .dified by tb. margent,-] Dr. Warburton very pro­
perly obCerves, that in the old books the glofs Or comment was uC"ally 
printed on the margent of [he leaf. So, in Decker's HonejJ IPbort, 
part 2.d, 1630: 

" ---- I read 
" Strange comments in thoCe margins f your looks." 

This Cpeech is omitted in the folio. S'l' :UY:UH. 
See Vol. X. p. 92.. n. 6. MALON!:. 
~ -moregerman-] Morea· Ain . JOHNSON. 
3 'Tb. king,jir, batb lay'd, &c.] This wager I do not underftand. 

In a dozen paile. one mull: exceed the other marc or lees thall three 
hits. Nor can 1 comprehend, how, in a dozen, there eM be twelve 
to nine. The paffage is of nO importance; it i. foll)cient that there 
Was a wager. The quarto has the paJTage a it /lands. The folio, 
He hatb 0 •• t.uelvt for "line. JORNeo • 

The meaning, I think, is, The king hath laid that ill a game of 
Q doze. pa./les, or in o:her words, in a trial of /kill with foils, which 
ia to be 'lUilbin, or at the Illmo.!i, not to go beyond, a dOZeD pafies Or 

\ ~uts. 
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l'afi"es b.etween yourfelf a;td h' m, he {hall no~ exceed yOll 
three has; he hath lay d, on twelve for mne; and it 
would come to iqtmediate trial, if your lordlhip would 
vouchfafe the anfwer. 

Ham. How if I anfwer, no ? 
Oft. I mean, my lord, the uppofition: of your perfon 

jn trial. . 
Ham. Sir, I will walk here in the hall: If it pleafe his 

Jl1ajefty, it is the breathing time of day with me: let the 
foils be bro\lght, the gentleman willing, and the king 

hold 

~out' , Laertes does not exceed you thrte hits; tht kinl hath laid Oil the 
principle of him who makes a bet, with the chance of gaining twt('f)t, 
for nine that he may lofe: or, in the I~ngu.ge of gamefters, the king 
(by the advantage allowed to the prince,) hath oddl, tantamount to 
four to t bret . . 

SOt in 'The'T.",ptfl, 
.-- each putter out, on thr.ee for ont," • 

means, each layer out of money on the terms of gaining thr •• pound., 
&c. if he returns from his travels, for ont that he hllth ft.ked, and 
will lofe, if he doe, not return. 

If the won\., "ht hlllh la/d, &c. relate to Latrtes, they mull: 
mean, I think, that "La.rres halh laid on the principle of one who 
undertakes to make twelve paffil for nillt, that his adverfary Jh,all 
make; on the ratio 01 twelve to nine. . 

Dr. J ohnfon objeas very plaufibly to this wager, that in a dozen 
palTes one mull: exceed the other more or lefs than three hits: nor can 
there, fays he, in Q dozen palle. be twel",e to nine. If my interpreta_ 
ti on of the words-be bath laid on Iwe(",. for nine, be right, the btter 
objeaion is dohe away: for tbefe words relate to tbe nature or prin­
ciple of tht bet, and not to the number of paiTtI aaually tc. be hi,d • • 

Let us then confider the other objeaion.-I n a dozen pa(Jes Or bouts, 
if they are p(oy'd 01lt, one mull: certainly exceed the other more or lefs 
than three hits; for the vi:ll:or mull: either gain eight to four, or feven 
to live. But Shakfpeare by the words- in a do",," paj}tI , meant, I 
be1ieve,-witbin a doz.n paptl, or in a game tbat at tbe "Imo(l may h. 
txtended to a doz", paffi,. In fucha game it might be .(certained 
that Laertes could not exceed Hamlet by three hits, without the 
twelve palTe, being made: for if Hamlet obtained the Brit five 
hits, the king would win hi'S wager, and it would be ufelers to play out 
the remaining palfes, inafmuch as Laertes could not, in that eafe, el<_ 
eeed his advcrfary by three hits. So, if Laertes was fuccefsful in the 
firft live, and; Haml<t in the fecond live,-the game would br. at an 
end, and Hamlet be viaoriou.; for the remaining hits could avail 
Laerte. nothing: and fo in other cafes that might be put. 

A cafe, however, it mull: be acknowledged, might arife, il\ which 
it might be neceffary"'to ~1ay out the whole twelve palle.. Thu., if 
RamI.thad maJe fOil! hir.: • alld Laenes, {even, H amlet would have 
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4lZ HAM LET, 
hold his purpofe, I will win for him, if can;' jf not, I 
will gain nothing but my ihame,. an thj: odd'hits. 

Ofr. Shall I deliver you fo ? 
Ham. To this elfeCt, fir; after what flourilh your na. 

ture will. 
Ofr. I commend my duty to your 10rdOlip. [Exit. 
Ham. Yours, yours.-He does well, to commend it 

himfelf; there are no tongues eire for' i turn. 
Har. This lapwing runs away with the ihell onhis head 4. 

Ham. 

:a right to infill on the twelfth bout being played, becaufe if he was 
fuccefsful in tbat, bis antagonill would be defeated, and lo(e his wnger. 

Sh.kfpeare probably did not advert to the circum/hnce, tbat if the 
whole twelve pafi'es were made, one mull ~ltceed the otber by more o~ 
lefs tban three bits, becaufe it is obvious thot the w.ger migbt be de .. 
termined without twelve palfes being made. . 

'Three bits, was, I fuppo(e, tbe ufual number by which fuperior !kill in 
the ufe of tbe fword \Vas ~fcertajned in Shakfpeare'c time. In Maller 
Slender's engagement with a mailer of detence, the vietor on making 
,brte 'fun its, i. e. bits, more than his antagonm, was to have a dith of 
ftew'd prunes. How many bouts or pa(fcs were allowed, is not men­
tioned ; b~t probably the game generaBy \fas limited, and not permitted 
to exceed twelve palles.-The panage alluded to, has been mlfunder­
fiood. See the note on it in Vol. X. in the ApPENDIX . MALONE. 

4 'Tbis lapwing ruft. away 'LI·itb tbe foell on his head.] 1 fcc no par­
ticular propriety in the image of the lapwing. Ofrick did nnt rUII till 
he had done hi. bufinefs. We may rcad, 'This lapqu;ng ran oway 
That is, thisJellnw was full of unimp.rtant buftltfromhis hirtb, JOHN s. 

The fame image occurs in Bcn Jonfon's Staple of News: 
" --- and coachmen 
" To mount their boxes reverently, and drive, 
" Like lapwings with a fht" upon th.ir bead., 
e< Thorough the ftreets." 

And I have lince met with it io fevera! other plays. The meaning, 
1 believe, is,-This is a Jorward fellow. .so, in Pittoria Corombar.a, 
IIr the White Devil. 16IZ: 

" - -- Forward lapwing, 
" He flies with 'he Ihell on's head." 

Again, in RMJtnge of Honour, by Chapman: 
" Boldnefs enlorets youth to h~rd atel .ievements 
" Before their time; makes them run forth like lapwingt 

. " From their warm neft, part of the jh./I 'if flicking 
.. Unto their downy head;." STF.l:Vl:NQ. 

I belie.e, Hamletmean. to fay ihatOfrick ls .. buftling 40d impetuous, 
and yet e< but raw in refpeet of his quick fail," So, in '1'b , Cbara5ltr of ' 
/IN Oxford Inttndillry, 1643: " This/apwing incendiary ran away balf­
blllCh'd f,Om Oxford, to raife II combultion in Scotland .... 

\I 



PRINCE bF DENMAR K. 413 
Ham. He did comply with his dug 5, before he fuck'd 

it. Thus has he (a d plany morcr"Df the fame breed 6 , that. 
I know, the dro/fy age dotes on,) Qnly got the tune Df 
the time, and outward habit Df encDunter 7; a kind of 
yel1:y collection, which carries them through and through. 
the molt fond and winnow'd Dpinions 8; and dO' but 
blow them to' their trial, the bubbles are Dut 9. 

Enter 

In Meres's Wit', 'IrtaJ.ry 1598, we have the fame image ex. 
pr<:lled exacUy in our poet's words: " A s tb. lapwing rlmnetb awtlJ 
witb tbe !hell on ber head, as foon as /he is hatched," &c, M A LCJNJ:. 

5 He did comply witb bi. dOll' &c.] Thus the folio. ' The quarto, 
1604, reads_A [i. e. he] did, fir, with his dug, &c. For co",ply Dr. 
Warburton and the fubfequent editc:.u; read .... o",pli", •• t. The 
verb to c.mpli",tnt was not ueed, as 1 think, in tbe time of Shakfpeare. 
. MA\.ONE. 

Shakfpeare feems to ha"e ufed ·comply in the fenfe il. which we ufe 
the verb ,o",p/i",ent • . See before, Act II. fe. ii. lit ",e complt w itb yo# 
in fbh garb. TVRWinTT. 

G _ and many ",or. of th. Ja",e breed.] The firll folio aas-a"" 
mine mort of tbe fame beavy. The fecond folio-and nine "'0,., &c. 
Perhaps tbe la!l;u the true reading. STIOEVENS. 

There may be a propriety '!n beavy, as he hasjull call'd him a lap­
wi.g. TOLLET. 

" Many more of the fame breed," is the readine of the quarto. 
1604' MALON E. ' 

7 _ Durward habit of ,ncount., i] Thus the folio The qual'tol­
• read-out of an habit of encounter. ST EEV .NS . 

We /hould, I think, read-a. outward habit, &e. MALONE. 
8 _ a Aind of ydty ,oil.mo", wbicb carri .. than through .,,4 

tbrough tb. mofl tond and winnow'd opinions ;] This paIrage in the 
quarto (bnds thus: " They have got out of th" haMt of encounter, a 
.. kind of milly collection, which carries them through and througf\ 
" the moll profane and trennowned opinions." If this prin ter pre. 
fe~ed any traces of the original, our author wrote, .. tlte moll fa"e 
" and r •• own.d opinions," which is better than [the reading pro. 
pofed by Dr. Warburton,] fann'd and winnow.d. 

The meaning is, " thefe men have gOt the cant of the day, a fu­
ee perfkial readinefs of /li ght and currory converlation, a kind of 
" frothy collection of fa/hionable prattle, which yet carries them 
" throug!} the moil: (elect and approved j udgmentl. This airy facility 
" of tal Ie fometime1 impofes upon wife men." 

Who has not feen this obfer>atioll verified? JOHNSON. 
Thequarto, 1604, ""ads," -dotes on; only got the tune of the time, 

and out of tin babit," &e. and-not 7IIij1y, but bijly i the folio rightly, 
,tjly: the fame quarto has not trennown.d, but t,.".ow,d (a corrup­
uon of 'lIJillnllWed,) for whi,h (."ordil1g to the ufual procc!s,) the next 

quart 



H A M T. 
E 'lter a Lord. 

Lord. My lord I, his majefty commended him to yod 
by young Orrick, who brings back to him, that you at­
tend him in the hall: He fends to know, if your plea­
fure hold to piny with Laertes, or that IOU will take 
longer time. • 

Ham. I am confrant to my purpo[es, they follow the 
king'! pleafure: if his fi tnefs fpeaks, mine is ready; 
now, or whenfoever, provided I be fo able as now. 

Lord. The king, and qoeen, and all are coming down. 
Ham. In happy time. . , 
Lord. The queen defires YOil, to u[e fome gentle eo-

tertainment:t to Laertes, before you fall to play. 
Ham. She well infrruCls me. [Exit Lord. 
Hor. YOIl williofe this wager, my lord. 
Ham. I do not think fo; fin'ce he went into France, I 

have been in cOI~tinual practice; I lhall wil'\ at the olilds 3. 

quarto gave Irtllnowllt/l. Fond and winllowtd is the reading of the 
folio. MALO,.,E. . 

Forul is evidently oppofed to winllO"JJtd. Fond, in the language of 
Shakfpean:'s age, figni6ed [oolifo. So, in the Mtrchanl of 1-enice: 

" Thou naughty jaIler, why art thou fo fond," &c. 
Winnowtd is jifted, t:ramintd. The fenfe i, then, that their (on\ler. 
fation was yet fuccefsful enough to make them pa1Table not only with 
the weak, but with thofe of founder judgment. The fame nppofition 
in terms is vifible in the reading which the ~uartos offer. P rofant or 
"'''/gar, is oppofed to Irtno""ntd, or tbrict ,tn..,vntd. STZEVENS. 

Fann'd and ""inno",,'d fetm. right to me. Both words, ""ir.JIo'Wttl, 
. land. and drelt, occur together in Markham's Englijh Hujbar-tlman, 

p. II7' 50 do fan'd and winnow'd, fanntd and w,"nowtd, in hi'J 
nofbandry, p. IS, 76, and 77. 50 Shakfpeare mentions togefuer the 
fa" and ""ind in TroilM' and Crtjjida, ACI: V. fc. iii. TOLLET. 

II _ d. bUI "'ow Iht .. to Ih,ir trial, Iht bubbles are out.) Thefe men 
of /how, with6ut folidity, are like bubbles raifed from fo~p and water, 
whicb dance, and glitter, and plc.fe the eye, "but if you extend tbem, 
by blowing hard, feparate into a mill; fo, if you oblige thefe fpeciou. 
talkers to extend tbeir compafs of converfation, they at once difcover 
the tenuity of their intelleCl:s. TOHN 'ON. 

I MJ lord, &c.] All that pailes between Ha"'/tt and this Lord;. 
omitted in the folio. 5TElvENs. 
'-gtntletnurtainwullt-] Mild and temperatecol"'~tfation. J ORNI. 
J I/hall 'Win al the odds,] I /hall fuceecd widl the advantage that 

I ~m allowed. MALONE. 

• So written withollt the apoftrophc, and cafil1 mi,ht in lo'f5. ba­
mill.ken for fOlia. 

But 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. 'P5 
B t thoa would'ft not think, /how ill aU's here about my 
heart; but it is no matter. I' 

Hor. Nay, good my lord,-
Ham. It IS but foolery; but it is fuch a kind of gain. 

giving 4 , as woold'j,erhaps, trouble a woman. 
Bar. If your min difiike any thing, obey it S: I will 

forellal their repair hither, and fay, you are not fit. 
Ham. Not a whit, we defy augury; there is a fpecial 

providence in the fall of a fparrow. If it be now, 'tis 
not to cO,me; if it be not to come, it will be now; if it 
be not now, yet it will come: the readinefs is all: 
Since no man of aught he leaves, knows, what is't t() 
leave betimes 61 Let be. 

4 _fgain.giving,] Gain.gi",ing is the (ame as mif-gi",ing. S TUV. 

5 If Y.Mr Mi.d tliJlik. any tbi"g, .h., it:] With tnefe pre(a8e. of 
future evils ariGng in the mind, the poet has forerlln many event .. 
which are to happen at the concluGons of his plays; and (ometimes (0 
particularly, that even the circumftances of calamity arc minu tely 
hinted at, as in the inftance or Juliet, who fells her lover from the 
window, that he appears lih 'Il' d.lld in the b.II.", of a t.mb. The 
fuppo/ition that the ieDiu. of the mind gave the alarm before ap­
proaching difi"olution, is a very ancien,t one, and perhaps can never be 
totally driveR out I yet it muft be allowed the merit of adding beauty 
to poetry, however iujurioul it may {orne times prove to the wea~ and 
the (uperftitious. ST!: :C V!:N'. 

6 Si"lI ". """', of augbt b. i.a'fltl, knows, 'WhM is't t. i.lIVe h.li1lltt'l 
The old quarto read., Si"" II. 111.", of lIugbt b. l.avII, knows, wb-r 
i,'t t. J.a.." iltlw, 1 Ltc b.. This i. tbe true reading. Here the pre­
JIIifes conclude right, and the argument drawn out at length i. to tbi. 
effetl: " It is true, that, by death, we 10Ce aU the gooAs of life, 
e< ,yet feeing this lofs i. no otherwife an evil than as we are fenfible of 
•• it; and /inee death remons all fenfe of it, what matten it how 
" foon we lofe them 1 Therefore come what will, I am prepared." 

WA'B1J~TON. 
The reading of the quarto was rigbt, but in fome other copy the 

harfunefs of the tranfpofition was foftened, and the palTage ftood thus : 
8i"",, ... I111 kll'w, augbt .{'Wbat b,l.a"". For RIIO'W' was printed ill 
the later copies bllr, by ~ flight blunde! in futh typographers. 

1 do Dot think Dr. Warburton'. interpretation of the palTage tbe 
bell: that it will admit. The meaning may be thia I Since". "'IV' 
A.""", aMgbt of the fiate of life which be I,a'flll, nnce he cannot judge 
wbat other yea ... may prodllce, why fuould he be afraid of 1.11"';118 
life betimea? Why fuould he dlTad an early death, of which he cannot 
tell whether iti. an ellClufion of bappinef., oran interception of calamity. 
1 defpife die Iilpqftitioll of augu". aoel QlllCnr, which Iw no ground 
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HAM L t '1', 
'Enter King, ~een, LAERTE~, Lord¥, OSRICK,. anti 

A/lennant! 'With foih, E.:fc. . 
King. Come, Hamlet,come, and take this hand from me. 
[9"he King put! the hand ifLaerte~ into that if Hamlet. 
Ham.Give me yourpardon, fir 1 : 1 have done you wrong. 

But pardon it, as you arc a gentleman. 
This prefence knows, and you muft eeds have heard, 
How I am puni/h'd with. a fore diftra£l:ion. 
What I have done, 
That might your nature, honour, and exception, 
Roughly awake, I here proclaim was madners. 
Was't Hamlet wrong'd Laertes? Never, Hamlet: 
lfHamlet from himfelfbe ta'en away, 
And, when he's not himfelf, does wrong Laertes, 
Then Hamlet does it not, Hamlet denies it. . 
Who does it then 1 Hii madnefs: If't be fo, 
Hamlet is of the faction that is wrong'd; 
His madnefs is poor Hamlet's enemy. 
'Sir, in this audience 8, 

Let my difclaiming from a purpos'd evil 
Free me fo far in your moll: generous thoughts, 
That I have /hot my arrow o'er the houfe, 
And hurt my brother. 

LOlr. I am fatisfy'd in nature 9 , 

in reafon or piety j my comfort is, that I cannot {all but by the direc_ 
tion of providence. • 

Hanmer has, Sinct wo ma" owes alight, a conjeaure not very repre­
llen6ble. Since"o ma" can call any pojfe.jJioll ctrtain, what i. it to leave? 

JOHNSON. 

Dr. Warburton h .. truly Reated the reading of the /irA: quarto, 1604. 
The folio reads--Since no man b(1l ought of 'What he leaves, what i,'t 
to leave betimes? 

l1i the late editions neither copy has been followed. MALONlt. 

7 Gi",.,,,,,our pard.n,Jir:J J with Hlim1et had made fomeother 
«fence; it i. unfuit.ble to the char.aer of a good or a brue man, to 
t.eJter himfelf in fa/fchood. JOHNSON • 

• Sir, &c. J This palr.ge I have reftored from the folio. STU;V. 
9 Jam fatisfied in nature, &c.1 Thi. was a piece of f.tire on fan ­

taftical honour. Though nal~" IS fati56ed, yet he will alk advice of 
older men of the fword, whether .rtijicial bono"r ollght to be contented 
with Hamlet's fubmiffion. . 

'Ibcre i, a paffage fomewhat 6milar in the M.UI', 'Trap1' 
" E wad. W ill you forgive rile then? 
.. AUI. Stay, I Dlulhlfo lIind'QlrGllr lirA." STIIIIUN'. 

whore. 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. 
Whofe motive, in this cafe, fllould ftir me moft 
To my revenge: bu,t in my ter~ of honour, 
I ftand aloof; and will no reconcilement, 
Till by fame elder mafters, of known honour I. 
1 have a voice and precedent of peace, 
To keep my name ungor'd: But till that time. 
I do receive your offer'd loye like love, 
And will not wrong it. 

Ham. I embrace it freely; 
And ~iI1 this brother's wager fr.:mkty play.­
Give us the foils; come on. 

Laer. Come, one for mo:. 
Ham. I'll be your foil, Laertes; in mine ignorance 

YOllr fkill fhllll, like a ftar i' the darkefl: night. 
Stick firy olf indeed'. . 

Laer. You mock me, fir. 
Ham. No, by this hand. 
King. Give them the foils, young Ofrick.-Coulin 

Hamlet, 
You know the wager? 

Ham • .very well, my lord; 
YOllr grace hath laid the odds 0' the weaker fide s. 

King. I do not fear it; I have feen you both:­
Bot fince he's better'd, we have therefore odds. 

Laer. This is too heavy, let me fee another. 
lIam. This likes me well: Thefe foils have all :t 

length? ['Thry prepare to play • 

. t 'Iill by jome elder mailers, of known howour,] . Mr. Steevens thinks 
that "this i8 faid in allulion to the IIneient mafl.,s of dtftnu," of 
Shakfpeare's time. See Vol. I. p. 2.04, n. 9. Our poet frequently 
alludes to Englilh eulloms, and may have done fo he.re, but I do not 
believe that gentlemen ever fubmitted points of honour to perfons who 
exhibited themfelves for money as prize-fighters on the publick !lage ; 
though they might appeal In certain cafes to Raleigh, Elfex, or South­
ampton, who from their high rank, their courfe of life, and ella­
blilhed reputation, might with !lriCl propriety be ftyled, "elder 
mailers, of known bowolI,." MALON It. . 

~ rou, g,a" bath kid the .dds .' th. 'Weal., luie., Hamlet either 
means, that what the king had laid was more valuable than what 
Laertes !laked; or that tb. kiwg batb mild. bi. bet, an adv,on: "g, btlng 

l iven to tbe 'Weal., party. 1 believ<e the firfi ls the true interpretation. 
n the next line but one the word odd. (ertainly means an advantage 

givu to the party, but here it may have a difterent fellfe. This i, not 
an uncommon praClke witJl gIl< poet. MAL .. s, 

VOL. IX. E c Oft. 



-lIS HAM LET, 
Ofr. Ay, my good lord. \ 
King. Set me the ftoups of wine upon that table " :­

If Hamlet give the lirft, or fecond hit, 
Or quit in anfwer of the third exchange, 
Let all the battlements thllir ordnance fire; 
The king Ihall drink ~o Hamlet ~etter breath; 
And in the cup an Union Ihall he throW·, 
Richer than that which four fucccffive kings 
In Denmark's crown have worn: Give me the cups; 
And let the kettle to the-trumpet fpeak, 
The trumpet to the cannoneer without, 
The cannons to the heavens, the heaven to earth , 
Now the king drinks to Hamllf~-Come, begin i~ 
And you, the judges, bear a wary eye. 

Ham. Come on, fir. 
Laer. Come, my lord. [CZ'hry play, 
Ham. One ... 
Laer. No. 
Ham. J udgment~ 
OJr. A hit, a very palpable hit. 
Laer. Well,-again. 
Killg. Stay, give me drink : Hamlet, this pearlis thine t. 

Here's 

3 _befto"p. of wine-] Ajlo.p i. ajltJUO'" or 6_1. STu :nrll 
Containing fomewhat more than two 'iuaru, See Vol. IV. P •. 33. 

n. t. MALONE. 
+ AM in tbt c.p ." union jhtlll be tb,._,] Thus the folio rightly. 

In the Iirll 'iuarto by the carelefTnefs of the printer, for ""i.,,_ we have 
.. "iet, which in the fubfequent quarto copies was made ~.JIl. All 
."i ... il a very precious pearl. See Bulloku's E"gli/h Elltojito,.. 1616, 
aDd Florio'sItalian Dictionary, 1598, in v. M .\.Lolu. 

The ."iOll is thUI mentioned in P. Hollana'a tranOation of .,/i,,)I." 
N.t. Hift. "And hereupon it i. that our dainties and delicatea here at 
Rome, &c. call them nio",. as a man would fay /ingular and by them­
(elves a'one." 

To fwallow a ptllrl in • drausht ftem. to bave been equally common 
to royal .. nd mercantile prodigality. So, in tbe fecond part of if ,,011 

h_ ".t tIC', Y." b«u N. Bod" 1606, Sir Thomas Grelham fay.: 
.. Here 16,000 pound at one clap loev • 
.. Inftead of fUBU, C,efham ",i.A. ,Ur puzrl • 
.. Unto his 'lueen and miftrefa," STEEVEN •• 

! - tbis pearl irtbill.;) Uncler pretence of throw;nl a pt.,./ in~ 
die: cup, the kin, rna)' be: fllppofc4 to d,rop (ollie poiCOA01i1 drill into 

. ~~ 
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PRINCE OF DENMARK. 'P9 
Here's to thy health.-Give him the cup. 

rcrrumplts found; \ and cannon /hot off <wit hi". 
Ham. I'll plar this bout lidt, fet it by a while. 

Come.-Another llit; What fay you? [crhq tIllY, 
Laer. A touch, a tquch, I do confers. 
King. Our fon fball win. 
~w,. He'~ fat, and fcant of breath 6._ 

Here, Hamlet, take my napkin, rub thy brows: 
The queen caroufes to thy fortune, Hamlet. 

Ham. Good madam,-
King. Gertrude, do not drink. 
~et1l. 1 ~vill, my.10rd';-I pray you, pardon me. 
Ktlig. It I S the pOlfon'd cup; It IS too late. [.Afiit. 
Ham. I dare not drink yet, madam; by and by. 
~ee". Come, let me wipe thy face. 
Laer. My lord, I'll hit him now. 
King. r do not think it. 
Laer. And yet it is almoftagainft my confcience. [Ajiit. 
Ham. Come, for the third, Laertes: Youdobutdally; 

I pray you, pafs with your bell violence; 
I am afeard, you make a wanton of me 7. 

the wine. Hamlet foems to fufpea thia, when he afterwards dlfcoven 
the efieas of the poifon, and tauntinglya1ks hlm,-Is lb. f/ni •• h.r.' 

STltIVJ!"" 

6 Q.!!een. H.'s fat, anil jeut of brwb.] It (ooms that '.b 
LlJ'Win, who WAf tbe original Fa/flajf, ~s no lel, celebrated for hi. 
performance of Hetlry VIII. and H"ml". See the Hift.ria Hiftrioni,". 
&c. If he was adapted, by the corpulence of ilia 6,ure, to appear 
with propriety in tbe two former of theCe charaaett, Sbakfpeare mijfbt 
have put this obCervation into the moutb of her majefty, to apologise 
for the WolDt of ruch el~gance of perfon .. an audience might eapetl tea 
meet witb in the teprefentatlve of the youthful Prince of Denmark, 
whom Ophelia fpeaks of .. as the glafs of fa/hion and the mould of 
form." This, however, ia mere conj~aure, a. Joft/b 'Iallu nlte. 
wife aaed lla",I,t during the liCe ofShakfpeare. STJ;J!VJ;NS. 

The authour of Hifi.,ia Hiftri."iea, 3nd Downes the prompter! con­
cur in faying that Taylor was the performer of Hamlet. Roberu the 
player alone has aJTerted, (apparently without any authority,) that 
this part was performed by Lowin. MALON&. 

7 _ ,.u ",d. "wantoll'f m •• ] A want." wal a DlIII feeble lAd cf. 
fcminate. In C,,,,b.liftt, Imolen fays, I am not 

" -fo citizen a w~"tlm, a. 
" To (ccm to die, ere tick." JOHN.Olf. 
. l Ee a Latr. 

" 



Laer. Say you [a? come on. [:rh~ play .. 
Ofr. Nothing neither way. 
Laer. Have at you now. 

I [Laertes 'Wounds Hamlet; then, in /cuffling, thf!j 
. change rapiers, and Hamlet 'Wounds Laertes. 

King. Part them, they are incens'd. _ 
Ham. Nay, come again. [the 'lueen/alls. 
OJr. Look to the queen there, ho! 
Hor. They bleed on both fides :-How is it, my lordl 
OJr. How is't, Laertes? 
Laer. Why, as a woodcock to my own fpringe, Of rick ; 

I am jufUy kill' d with mine own treachery • 
. Ham. How does the queen? 
King. She fwoons to fee them bleed. 
fi<!!ftn. No, no .. the drink, the drink,-O my dear 

Hamlet!-
The drink, the drink;-I am poifon'd! [dies. 

Ham. 0 villainy !-Ho! let the door be lock'd: . 
Treachery! feek it out. [Laertes/allJ'. 

Laer. It is here, Hamlet: Hamlet, thou art flain» 
No medicine in the world can do thee-ogeod, 
In thee there is not half an hour's life; 
The treacherous inftrument is in thy hand, 
Unbated, and envenom'd: the foul praClic.:c:: 
Hath turn'd itfe1f on me; 10, here 1 lie, 
Never to rife again: T.hy mother's poiron'd; 
I Can no more i-the king, the king's to blame. 

Ham. The point envenom'd too!-
Then, venom, to thy work, rjfalJS the Iti'!g. 

Ojr. and Lords. Treafon! treafon! 
King. 0, yet defend me, friends, I am but hurt. 
Ham. Here, thou inceftuous, mord'rous, damned Dane, 

Drink off' this potion :-Is the union· here • ! 
Follow my mother. [ King dill. 

Laer. He is i uftl y [erv'd; 

8 I. thl union h.re 1) Thlls the folio. j<J a former paJTage in tl'.c 
quarto, J 604, for un/.II we had ,..ice; her« it h.s on1'" 

• It Ihould feem from this line, aQd L ertel's next fpccch, that Hamle.t 
here forces the expiring king to drink fome of the poifolled cup, and 
tbat he dies while it iut his lips. M/I.10 ONJ:, 

It 
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It is a poifon temper'd by himfelf.-
Exchange forgivc:nefs with me~ noble Hamlet: 
Mine and my father's death come not upon thee; 
Nor thine on me! [dies. 

Ham. Heaven make thee free of it! I follow thee. 
1 am dead, Horatio :-Wretched queen, adieu!­
:You that look pale and tremble at this chance, 
That are but mutes or audience to this aa \I, 
Had 1 but time, (as this fell ferjeant, death. 
ls ftria in his arreft J.) 0, I could tell you,-
But let it be :-Horatio. I am dead; 
Thou liv'ft; report me and my caufe aright 
To the unfatis1ied. 

Hor. Never believe -it; 
I am more an antique Roman than a DaM" 
Here's yet fome liquor left. 

Ham. As thou'rt a man,-
Giv.e me the cup; let go; by heaven, I'll have it.­
a God !~Horatio". what a wounded nalDe, 
Things ftanding thus unknown" !hal/live behind me 31 . 
If thou didft evc,,~ld me in thy hea.t:t, 
Abfent thee from felicity a while, 
.and in this harlh world draw thy breath in pain, 
To tell my ftory.- [Marcb afar oj[, and foot 'Witbin .. 
What warlike noife is this i 

Oft. Young Fortinbras, with conqueft come from Po­
land, 

To the ambaffadors of England gives 
This warlike volley. 

Ham. 0, I die, Horatio; 

9 <Ihat an but muttS or a"Jiena to tbis aO, ] That .re either mere 
,,"uditors of this cataftropbe, or at moft: only mutt p.rform.", that /ill 
the flage without anj part in the . a~ioll. JOHNSON. 

• -- as tbis feU ferjeant, deatb, 
I, firill in bi, 'anefr,] So, in our poet's 74th Sonnet: 

" - when thalf.1I arrefl, 
" Witb.~t ail bail, (hall carry me away,_.n MALONE. 

s 0 God I-Horatio, &c.j ThuS[be 'iuarto, 160+ Folio: 0 goJ 
Horatio. MALONE. • 

] - /hall live btbi.d,., 1] Tiwi the folio. The 'illartosread- (hal1 
Ilea'll' 'behind me. ST EEV&N" 
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The potent poifon quite o'er-crows my fpirit"; 
J cannot live to hear the news from England: 
But I do prophefy, the eleCtion Ijghts 
On Fortinbras; he has my dying voice; 
So tell him, with the occurrents 5, more and lefs, 
Which have folicited 6 ,-The reft is filence .· [diu. 

Hor. ,Now cracks a noble heart :-Good night, fweet 
I prince; 
And flights of angels fing thee to thy reft 7 !-
Why does the drum come hither? (March 'Wi/hin. 

Enter 

.. Tbe potent poiJon fuite o'er-crows "'y fpirit,] This word, for which 
Mr. Pope and the fucceeding editors hav~ fubftituted over-gro'Ws, is 
ufed by HolinfGed in his Hiflory of Ireland I " Thefe (noblemen la­
boured with tooth and nay;le to over-cr~e, and confequently to over­
throw. one another," 

Again, in the epiftle prefixed to Na/he's ApD10gie of Pierce PennileJ!e, 
1593: " About two yeeres tince a ceruyne demi-divine took upon him '0 fet his foote to mine, and l)'IJer-crO'We mee with comparative terms." 

MALONE. 
5 _ tbe occurren ts,] i. e. incidents. The word i~ now difufed. 

So, in Tbe Hog batb loft bis Pearl, 16'4: 
" Such ftrange ."."ent, of my fore-paft life." STEEVENS. 

C5 Wbitb bave folicitcd,-] What Hamlet would havc (aid, the poet 
has not given us .any ground for conjecturing. By fDlidrtd, Dr. War. 
burton underftands, br.ught on tbe event. The words feem to mean no 
more than-cubi,b bAve indted m. to--. MALON E. 

7 Now cracks a noble heart :-Good nigbt,f'Wttt prince; 
Andjli'ghtJ <j.ngelsjing thuto tby rlll] So, in p.,ides, Prince 

of'ljrt, l609! 
" If thou liv'ft, Pericles, thou haft a heart, 
" That even crad, for woe." 

Theoconcluding words of the unfortunate Lord EtTa'. prayer on the 
(ealfold were thel.: " -and when my life and body /hal! part, fend tby 
.leJfidangefs,which may receiv. "'1 r'Mle, and con .. "y it to tbe)o,s <jbea",en." 

Ham"t had certainly been exhibited before the execution of that 
amiable nobleman; but the word. hue given til Horatio might have 
been one of the many additions made to this play. As ftO copy of an 
earlier date than 1604 has yet been diCwvered, whether Lord EIl-ex's 
Jaft words were in our .uthour's thoughu, cannot now be aCcertained. 

MALONJ<. 
Let us review for a moment the behaviour of Hall'liet, on the ftrengih 

flf whith Horatio founds this eulol)" and reQ"mmends him to the pa­
tronage of angela. -­

Hamlet, ar the command of hi, (ather's ,hoft, undertakes with 
{ceming alacrity to revenge the murder; and declares he will banilh 
all other thoughts from his Wild. He make., however, but Olle ef-

• {ole 
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Enter FO .. TUu\ It AS. the Englilh Ambaffadors. anti 

Olberr 
Fort. Where is this fight? 

Hor. 
fort to keep his word, and that is~ when he miftake. P6lnnius for the 
king. On another occalion, he defers his purpoCe till he can find an 
opportunity of taking his uncle wben he is Ie aft prepared for death, that 
he may infure damnation to hi. Coul. Though he aRalfmated Polo. 
Jlius by accident, yet he deliberately procures the execution of hi, 
fchool-fellows, RoCencrantz and GuHderftern, who appear to have 
been unacquainted wIth the treacherous purpofes of the mandate which 
they were employed to carry. Their death (as he declares in a fubfe­
'luent converCation with Horatio) ,i es him no concern, for they ob­
truded themCelves into the fenice, and h-c thought he had a tight tq 
de/hoy them. He is not lefs accountable fOI the dilhaction and death 
of Ophelia. He comes to interrupt the funeral deligned in h<jnour of 
this lady, at which both the king and queen were prefent j and, by 
fuch an outrage to decenty, renders it ftill more necelfary lor the 
ufurper to lay a fecond ftratagem for his life, though the /lrft had 
proved abortive. He comes to infult the hrother'Of tbe dead, and to 
boaft of an affection for his liller, which, befqre, he had denied to her 
face; and yet at this very time mull be conlidered as de6rou. of fup­
porting the character of a madman, fo that tbe openneCs of his con­
feffion is not to be imputed to him as a virtue. He apol0s.izqs to Hora­
tio afterwards for tbe abfurdity of thh behaviour, to whIch, he fays, 
he was provoked by that noblenefs of {ratern.1 grief, wbich, indeed, 
he ought rather to have applauded than condemn~d. Dr. ]ohDCon has 
QbCecyed, tbat to bring about a reconciliation with Laertca, he has 
availed himfelf of a diOlonefl fallacy; and to conclude, it is ohvious 
to the moft carelefs {pect.tor or reader, that he kill s the king at la/\ 
to revenge himfelf, and not his father. 

H amlet cannot be faid to have purCued his end3 \ly very warrantable 
means; and if the poet, when he facrificed him at jail, meant to 
have enforced fucb a moral, it i. not the worll: that can be~educed 
from the play; {or, as Malti",,,., in Beaumont and Fletcher'. Y"lt~. 
t inian, fays, 

" Although his juflice were as wbite as truth, 
" His way was crooked to it; th~t condemns him." 

T)1e late Dr. Aken6de once obCerved to me, that the conduct of 
Hamlet was every Wly unnatural.nd 4ldefenfible, unlds he WFre to be 
regarded as a youn, man whoCe intellects were in fome degree imp~ired 
by his own misfortunes I by the death of his father, the lofs of ex­
reBed (overeigney, and a fenfe of thame refulting from the hally and 
lnceftuous marriage of his mother. 

I have dwelt tbe longer on this (ubjeB, becauCe Hamlet feems tQ 
have be~ hitherto regarded as a hero not undefening the pity of th, 
audienie i and becaufe ,DO writer on S!->akCpeare has taken the pains to 
fOint out the immQral teDde.acy of hi, cbAratler. ST&&VJIU. 

-, Ee+ h~ 
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Hor. What is it, you would fee? 
If aught of woe, or wonder, ceafe y~ur fearch~ 

Forl ~ 

Some of the charges here brought ag ainll Hamlet appear to m!; 
,!ueCtionable at j.~ft, if not unfounded. I have already obferv~d that 
in the novel on whic h this play is conftruCte~, the minifters who by the 
king's order ' accompanied the young prince to England, and carried 
with th~m a packet in' which hi. death was concerted, were apprized 
cf its contenu; and therefore we may p~efum. that Shakfpeare me,mt 
to defcribe their reprefentatives, RoCencrant. and GuildenCtern, a8 
equally criminal; as combining with the king to deprive Hamlet of hi. 
l ife. His procuring their execution. therefere does not with certainty 
appear to have been an unprovoked cruelty, and might have been con­
fidered by him as neceITary to his fUIUtt fafety; knowing, as he 
muft have known, that they had devqted themfelves to the fervice of the 
killg in whatever he Illouid command. The principle all. which he 
aCted, is afcertained by the followi"g lines, from whicb alfo it may be 
inferred that the poet meant to reprefent Hamlet'3 f.bool-fellows a~ 
privy to the plot againft his life: 

" There's lettert feal'd : and my two Cchool-fellows-; 
« Whom I will truft as I wiU adders fang'd,-
.. Thty bear the mandate; they muft fweep my way, 
.. And madhall me to knavery: Let it work; , , 
., For 'tis the fporr, to have the engineer 
.. Hoift with hi s own petar; and it lhall go hard, 
" But 1 will delve one yard below their mines, 
" fi"d hlow them 10 tbe moon ." 

Another cbarge is, that" h. tom" to dij1urb the funeral o{Ophelia :'~ 
but the faCt is otherwiCe reprefented in the firft Ccene of tiie fiftb aCt: 
for when the funeral procellion appears, (which!te does not (eek, but 
find s,) he exclaims, 
. " The queen, the courtiers: 'Who i. thi, thty follq'W, 

" And with fuch maimed rites?" 
!lor doe he know it to be the funeral of Ophelia, till Laertes men. 
t ions that ~he dead body was that of his lifter. 

I do not perceive th11t he i. accountable (or the madnefs of Ophelia. 
He did not mean to kill her father when concealed behind the arras, 
but the king; and ftill ler. did he intend to deprive her of her reafon 
and her nfe: her fubfequent dil1:raCtion therefore can no otberwiCe be 
laid to his charge, than as an u!>foreCeen conf.quence from his too ar· 
dently purfuing the objeCt recommended to him by bis father. 

He appears to have been induced to leap into ·Ophelia's grave, net 
with a defign to inCult Laertes; ' but from his lo~e to her, (which then 
he had no reafon to conceal,) and from the orll"'t1J of her 'brolher', 
griif, which excited him (not to condemn tbat brother, , 3S has been 
Aated, but) to ",i. with 'him in the exprellioD of afte'tioD and for row : 

" Why; , 
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F~rt. Thi.s quarry: ~rie s ?n havock 9 !-O proud deat4! 

What feaft IS toward' ln th,lnc eternal celli. ' 
That thou fo many prim;es. at a fhot. 
So bloodily haft ftruck 1 

J. Amh. The fight is difmal; 
And our affairs from England come too late: 
The ears are fenfelefs, that fhould give us hearin!f, 
To tell him~ his commandment is fulfill'd. 
That Rofencrantz and Guildenfiern are dead: 
Where fhould we have our thanks? 

Hor. Not from his mouth ", 
Had it the ability of life to thank you; 
He never gave commandment for their death .. 
.But fince, fo jump upon this bloody queftion, 
yo~ from the PO,lackwars, and you from England, 
f..,re here arriv'd; give order, that thefe bodies 

" Why, I will tight with him upon thi~ theme, 
c< Until my eyelids will no longer wog.-
" I lov'd Ophel ia; forty thoufand brothers 
" Could not with all their quantity of love 
« Make up my fum." 

When Hamlet fays, .. the bravery of his grief did put me into 
a WWlring pajJion," I think, he means, into a lo(ty expreffion (not 
of reJ.ntment, but) of lorra,/). So, in King John, Vol. IV, p, 487 : 
, " She is fad and pajJianate at your highnefs' tent." 

Again, more appolltely in the play before us: 
. " The inilant bur!\: of clamour khat the made, 

~' (Unlef. things mOltal move diem not o.t all,) 
" Would have made milch the burning eyes of heaven, 
" And paJlion in the gods." 

1 may olfo add, that he neither .ifaulted, nor infulted Laertes, till 
that nobleman had curfed him, and feized him by the throat. MALONE. 
, 9 '[his quarry "ies on ha'llack I] Hanmer reads, 

-- cries out, ba'llock! 
'-:0 cry on, was to txt/aim againjJ. J fuppofe, when uofair (pottfrnen 
deilroyed more quarry or game than was reafon.ble, the cenfure was 
to cry, Ha'llack. , JOHNSON. 

I What feail i, toward in tLine eternal ttl/,] Shakfpeare has already 
~mployed this allution to the CbotL, or ftojJs of the iliad, which were 
anciently celebrated at f\thens, aod are mentioried by Plutarcb in the 
life of Antoniul. Our author likewife makes ,[,,/bot fay to his fan ill 
the Flr11 Part of K/l1g. Henry PI: 
, " Now art tboll come uoto afeajl ,ofdeath." STZ.VJ:NS. 

~ ~ ~is mOlltbl ] i, t. the kiDS'" STUVENS. 

High 
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High on a ft ge be placed to the view j 

And let me fpeak, to the yet unknowing world. 
How thefe things came about: So lhall YOLl hear 
Of carnal, bloody, and unnatural aas; ; 
Of accidental judgments, cafual Ilaughters ; 
Of deaths put on. by cunning, and forc'd caufe S j 

And, in this Uplllot, purpofes miftook 
FaWn on the inventol'S' heads: all this can I 
Truly deliver. 

Fort. Let us haft'e to hear it, 
And call the nobleft to the audience. 
For me, with forrow I embrace my fortune; 
I have fome rights of memory in this kin~dom (;, 
Which now to claim my vantage doth inVIte me. 

Hor. Of that I lhall have alii> caufe to fpeak, 
And from his mouth whofe voice will draw on more ': 

3 Of carnal, bloody, d"d 1I~"III/Jr .. 1 118,;] Of fangqioary alld un­
natural :laS, to which the perpetrator was Inftigated by ccmcupifeenee, 
or, to ufe our poet's own words, by" tllrna/llings." The fpuker aUude. 
to the murder of old Hamlet by hi. brother, previous to.hiG intenuous 
union with Gertrude. A feeble Remark" .flca, " waa the .elationfbip 
between the ufurper and the dec.~f.d king a fecret confined to Horatio ?" 
-No, but the ",urd,r of Hamlet by Claudiu. Wal • feeret which 
the young prince had imparted to Horatio, and had imparted to him. 
"lone; and to this it is he principally. though covertly, aUudel.-Garnal 
is the reading of the only authentick copies, the quarto ]604, aDd the 
folio 167.3. The modern editon, following a quarto of no aut-'iority, 
for carnal, read ,,",1. MALONE • 

... Of d'lIlh, put on-] i. e. in !ligated, produced. See Vol. VII. 
p. :tJ7, n . 7. MAI.ONE. 

S - IIltd forc'd caufe I J Thus the folio. The quartos read-and for 
., cau{e. STEEYl:NS. 

6 _ Jom. rigbts of memory in tbis .lingd,,,,,] Some rithU, which arc 
. nmembered in this kingdom. MALONlI. . 

7 A.d r,.", bi, moutb wb.!. "'the 'Will tlrll~u 'ft ",.r. t J Thus til: 
folio. Tne quarto 1604, reads_draw no more. MALONE. 

Hamlet, juft before his death, had {aid, 
]Jut 1 d./,opbtfy, lb. '''EJio.ll~bll 
Olt Forti/fb",,: b. ba, m} dying voice; 
S. 1,11 him, ~t. 

Accordingly, Horalio here deliveH that mtlfag"; and .ery juftly in­
fers, that Hamlet's '11O;" will be fecondcd by olhus, aDd prlKurc them 

d n ("Dur of Fortinhru's fllCcellion. THEOBALD. 

Bllt 
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But let this fame be prefently perform'd, 
Even while men's minds arc 1wild; left more mifchance. 
On plots, and errors, happen. 

F o/"t. Let four captains 
Bear Hamlet, like a foldier, to the 1l:age; 
For he was likely, had he been put on, 
To have prov'd moft royally: and, for his palfage, 
The foldiers' mulick, and the rites of war, 
Speak loudly for him.-
Take up the bodies :-Such a fight as this 
Becomes the field, but here ihews much amirs. 
Go, bid the foldiers Ihoot 8 , [A dead march. 

[Exeunt, heari"g off tbe dead hodies; after 'Which. 
a peal of ordnance is foot off: . 

8 If the dramas of Shakfpeare were to be charallnifed, each by the 
particular excellence wbich diltinguHbes it from the rea, we mult nllow 
to tbe tragedy of Hamlet the praife of variety. T he illcid.nts are {o 
n umerous, that the argumeot of the play would make a long tale. 
The fcenes are interchangeably diver/Hied with merriment and fo~ 
kmnity; with merriment that includes judicious and in/hullive ob­
fetvations; and folemnity not Ilrained by poetical violence above the 
natural fentiment. of man. New characters appear from time to time 
in continual {uceeffion, exhibiting various forms of,life and pa rticu lar 
mode. of converfation. The pretended mad nefs of Hamlet cauf" 
much mirth, the mournful diftraction of Opbelia fill s the hcart witb. 
tendernef., and every perfonage produce. the e!tect intended, from the 
apparition that in the firft act chill. the blood with horrour, to the fop 
in the !alt, that expofes affectation to juft contempt. 

The conduct is perhaps not wholly fecure againft objections. The 
action is indeed for the moft part in continual progrellion, but there 
are fome fcenes which neither forward nor reta,d it. Of the feigned 
madners of Hamlet there oppean no adequate caufe, for he doe. nn_ 
thing which he might not have done with the reputation of fallity_ 
H e vial'S tbe mac man moft, when he treats Ophelia with fo mucil 
ludenefs, which (eems to be ufelefs and wanton cruelty. I 

Hamlet is, through the whole pi_ce, rather an inftrument tban an 
agent. After he has, by tbe firatagem of the play, convilled the king, 
he makes no attempt to punHh him; and his death is at laft eflelted 
by an incident which Hamlet had no part in ptoducing. 

The cataltrophe is not .ery happily produced; the exchange of wea­
pon. i. rather 'an expedient of neceffity, tban a l!.roke of art. A {cherne 
might eafily be (oImed to kill Hamlet with the dagger, and Laertcs 
with the bowl. 

The poet is accufed of La.ing /hewn little regard to poetical jullice. 
and ~y be charged with equal .. ""lell: of POt tical probabiljty. The 
apparition left the ullion. of the d, ad to little purpofe; the revenge 
"hich he oemapds ~ 1I0t obtained, but by the death of him that WllI 

JC'luircd 
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"'lui red to take it; and the grati6cation, which would arife [rom tll1~ 
doftruaion of an ufurper and a murderer, is abated by the untimely 
death of Ophelia, the young, the beautiful, the harmlefs, and the 
I'iou.. JOHNSON. 

ACT II. SeE N E II. P. z7). 
Th. rugg.d Pyrrbus, be, /lec. J The two greateft poets of this and 

the 13ft age, Mr. Dryden, in the preface to '1roilu. and Crtjfida, and 
Mr. Pope ~ n hi. note on this place, have concurred in thinking tilat 
Shakfpeare produced this long pall~ge with de/ign to ridicule and 
expofe the bombait of the play from whence it was taken; and that 
Hamlet's commendation of it is purely ironical. Thi, is become the 
general opinion. I think juft otherwife; · and that it was given with 
(:om~endation to upbraid the falfe tafte of the audience of that time, 
whidt would not {ufier them to do juftice to the limplieity and 
{ublime of this produaion. And I reafon, 6rft, from the character 
Hamlet gives of the play, from wheAee the pa.lJ'age is taken. Second­
ly, from the palJ'age Itfelf. And thirdly, from the etfea it had on 
the audience. 

Let us confider the charaaer H amlet gives of it. 9:be plI1Y, I re­
WIIemb.r, pltaJ,d not tbe million; ·twa. caviare to tb. ,'1;"'tral : but it 
W4. (as I ,ecei."d it, and otb"s, wboJe judg",ent in J*tb matters 
~ried in the top of min.) lin .xcellent play, .,,,11 digefled in tbe Jeenes, 
fit do'Wn 'Witb as much modefty a' cllnning. I "1IUmber one Jaid, tbere 
<WII' no jllil in tb. lines to make tb. matler JavolI',; nor"o matter in tbe 
pbraJe that might indite tbe autbor oj affiBio,,; bill call,d il an honeft 
.. mhod. They who fuppofe the pallage given to be ridiculed, mull: needs 
(uppofe this charafrer to be purely ironical. But if fo, i t is the 
fuaogell: irony that ever was written. If pltaJed "ot the ",'lIllitMd •• 
'I'his we muft conclude to be true, however ironical the relt be. Now 
the reafon given of the de6gned ridicule is the fuppored bombaft. 
But thofe were the very plays, which at tbat time we know took 
~vitb the multitude. And Fletcher wrote ~ kind of Rehearflll purpofely 
to expofe them. But fay it is bombaft, and that therefore it toor. not 
with the multitude. Hamlet prefently tells us what it was that 
difpleafed tbem. 'There 'Wn no JaIl i" tbe lints 10 mlde the m~I"r 
favoury; "or"o matter in tbepbraJe Ibllt ,.igbt i"dite the Author of 
4ffi8ion; but cil/led il an bontli meth.d. Now whether a perfoll 
Ipeaks ironiezUy or no, when be quotes others, yet common fenfe 
.. equires he Ihould quote what tbey fay. Now it could not be, if 
.this play difple3fed becauf. of the bombaft, that thofe whom it dif. 
plea fed fllould giye this reafon for their diflik~ The {arne incon_ 
lilteneies and abfurdities abound in every other part of Hamlet's 
(peech, {uppor..,g it to be ironical; but take him as {peaking his 
{enriments, the whole is of a piece; and to thi. purpo(e. The play, 
I remember, pleafed not the multitude, and the rtlthn was, its being 
wrote on the rules of the ancient drama! to ,vh.ich they were entire 
ftr.ngen. But, ill my opinion, and in the opinion "f thofe for 
whore judgement I haye the higbeft efteem, it was an exceUenr play, 
~t/J digejlld in Ih, ft'''''1 i. e. where the three unitie. were well 

fre(enc. 
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preferved. .t d.wn witb as mucb ",.defty" cllnning, i. e. where 
not only the art of compotition, ~ut the 6mplicity of nature, was 
..arefully attended to. '[be tharaClers Were a faithful piClure of 
life and manners, in which nothing was overcharged into farce. 
But thefe qualities, which gained my eaeem, loa the public',. For 
1 "m.mhtr on. faid, Tb.r. 'Was no fait in tb. lintl t. md. ,b. ","tler 
favoury, i. e. there wa. not, according to the mode of tbat time, a 
fool ur clown, to joke, quibble, and talk freely. N cr no tllatter in 
the pbraf. tbat might indite lb. all thor or offiOion, i. e, nor none of 
thole paffionate, pathetic lo\'e fcene., fo em~nti.1 to modern tragedy. 
But be called it atJ bonefi metbod, i. e. he owned; howeyer toftelif, 
this metbod of writing, on the ancient plan, was to our times, yet 
it was chaae and pure; thr diltinguilhing cbanCler of the Gre~1c 

- drama. I need only make one obCervation on all tbis; tblt, thus 
interpreted, it i~ the juaea picture 'lf a good tragedy, wrote on the 
ancient riM.. And that I have rightly Ibterpreted it, appears farther 
from what we find in the old quarto, An bo"tJi metbod, as 'Wb. lef.me 
osJWtet, IJnd hy vtry mllcb ",or. HANDSOME than Fl }/l"" i. e. it had 
a natural beauty, but none of the fucus of falfe art. 

2.. A fecond proof that thit fpeech was given to be admired, is 
from the intrin6c merit of the (peech itfelf; which contains tbe de. 
fcription of a circumftance very happily imagined, namely, Ilium 
and Priam's falling together, with the eHea it had on the 
de/hoyer. 

- Tbt b,/lijh Pyrrblu, &c. 
To, Repugnant to c.mmand. 

Tb. unnervtd fotbtr fallt, &c. 
To, -So aft.r Pyrrbua! pauf., 

Now this circumaance,. illultrated with the, fine limilitude of the 
Il:orm, j. fo highly worked up, as to have well deferved a place in 
Virgil's (econd book of the ./En.id, even though the work had 
been carried on to that perfedlon which the Roman poet had 
conceived. 

3. The third proof i~, from the e.ffeCls which followed on the 
recital. Hamlet, his bea charaCler, approves it; the player i~ 
deeply affeCled in repeating it; and only the foolilh Polonius tirell 
witb it. We have (aid enough before of Hamlet'S fentiments. Aa 
for the player, he changes colour, and the toars ftart from his eyes. 
But our author was too good a judge of nature to make bombafl: 
and unnatural fentiment produce fuch an e/feCl. Nature and Horace 
both infrruCled him, 

Si vi, mt ftm, d.l",du/II t.ft 
Primiim ipfi rih;, -t"nc tua m. inf.rl.nia lredt1lt, 
Ttlepb., orI.1 Peltu. MALi: 81 MANDA'rA LOQ..UERIS, 

Aut dormitoh. aut ridth •• 
And it may be wo:th obferving, that Horace gives this precept 
pacticularly to iliew, that oomb.a and unnat~l fentiments are 
incapable of moving the tenller p~lIions, wruch he is direding 
the poet how to laife. Forin the lines ,;uft before, he gives tbisr~: 

TtI'fiJn 
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T,I.pbu, (!;t Ptltus, eM'" paul''' (!;t " Jew uflr'lut, 
Projicit ampuila" (!;t fif'luiptda!ia 'Vuta. 

N at that I would deny, that very bad lines in bad tragedies h ne 
bad th is e/tea: But then it always proceeds from one Or other of 
thefe caufes : 

I. Either when the fubjeCl js domeftic, and tIle fcene lies at home; 
the fp~aator& in this caCe, become interelted in the fortunes of the 
diftr~lTed ; and their thoughts are (0 much taken up with the fubjeCl, 
that tbey are not at liberty to attend to th~ poet; wbo otherwife, 
by his faulty fentiments and diCtion, would have ftiRed the emo. 
tions fpringing up from a fenfe of tbe diftrefs. But this is nothing 

, to the caCe in hand. For, a' Hamlet fays, 
Wbat's HtCuba to him, 'or h. to Hecuh' 

2. When bad lines raife this affeaion, they are bad in the other 
ntreme ; low, abject, and groveling, in!tead of being higbly figura ti.e 
and fwelling; yet, when' attended with a natural fimplicity, they 
h ave force enough to ftrikr, ill iterate and limple minds. The trage. 
dills of Banks wii! juftify both theCe obC.rvalions. 

But if anyone willftill fay, that Shakfpeare intended to reprofent 
:I player unnaturally and fantaftically aflected, we muO: appeal to 
Hamlet, that is, to Shakfpea, e himfelf in this matter; who, on 
the reReClion he m akes upon the player's emotion, in order to excite 
b is own revenge, gives II0t the leaft hint that the playe r was unnatu­
rally or injudicioully moved. On , the contrary, his title c!cfcriplioD 
of the aClor's emotion (hews, be thought juft otherwife: 

----I) ;' play~" bert, 
B ut in a jillion" in Q dmJl1I of paJli.", 
C"ld force hi. foul fo to hi •• wn conceit, 
<That from htr 'Wor.ing IIIl hi. 'IIifag, 'Wu'J: 
<]"lIr, in hi, 'Y"" diflratli." in hi> a1p.a, 
A br . ... 'Voice, &c. 

And 'indeed had Hamlet efteemed thi, emotion any thing unnatural, I: 
bad been a very improper circumftailce to fpur him to bis purpo(e. 

As ShakCpeare bas he,'e lhewJ:1 the effeas which a line defc:iption 
of nature, heightelled with ' all the ornaments of art, had UPO" an 
intelligent player, whofe ~ufinefs habituates him to enter intimately 
and deeply 'into the charaa ers of men and manners, and to give 
nature its free workings on all occafion.; 0 he has artf ally /hewn 
wbat eJfeds the .ery fame (eene would have upon a quite difti:r~nt 
man, I'oloniu, ; by nalure, very weak and vezy artllicial [two qualities, 
t hough commonly enough joined in life, yet gener.lly fo much di{.. 
guiCed as not to be Ceen by common eyes to be to::ether; and which al.\ 
ordinary p urll: not bave brought fo near (me another]; "y difciplin., 
praaifcd in a fpecie, of wit and eloquence, which was iliff, forced, 
and pedantic; and hy trod. a politicillnJ and the~fore, of cunfequence • 
..,ithout any of the afteCt:ing notices of hUManity. Such is the man 
whom Shakefpeore ha, judiciollily chofen fo repref.nt the falfetaftc 
of that audience which bad condemned the play here reciting, When the 

"aCbIr comes to the nlle!t and \Doft pathetic part of the fpeech,Polonius 
I cries 
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~!Ies out, 'tllll .. too long. on whIch Hamlet, In Contempt of bis iii 
judgment, replies.!t jball 10 Ibe b"rbtr', witb tby b •• ",; [intimating 
that, by this judgmer,t, it appeared that all his wi(dom lay in hi. 
length ,,( beard, J J.>r'ylb", /oJ on· He', for 0 jig ., a tal. 'I' bIJW4,Y 
[tbe common entertainment of thac timr, as well u tlllS, of the 
people] or be jletpS; fay 0*. And yet this man of modern tafre, who 
Aood all this time perfeltly unmoved with the forcible inn cry of the 
relator, no (ooner hears, amongfr many good things, one quainl and 
fantafrical word, put in, I fuppo(e, purpafely (or this end, than he 
profeffe& his approbation of the pro,priety and dignity of it. Tbllt'~ 
g'~. Mobltd quee" is go.d . On the whole then, I think, it plainly 
ap~ars. that the long quotation is not given · to be ridiculed alld, 
laughed at, but to be admired. The charaCler given of the play, by 
Hamlet, cannot be ironie~l. The parr age itfelf i& extremely beautiful. 
It h .. the efr .. Cl that all patbeti~ relation" naturally writteQ, ibould 
have; and it is condemned, or regarded with indifference, by one of 
a wrong, unnatural cafre. From hence (to obferve it by the way) 
the aClors, in their reprefentation of thia play, may learn how thi 
(peeth ought to be fpoken, and what appearance Hamlet ought to 
allume during the recital. 

That whith (upports the common opinion, concerning this paff.g., 
is the turgid expreffion in fome parn of it; which, tbeX think, coulet 
nevet be given by the poet to be commended. We Jlull therefore. 
in the next "lace, examine tbe linea moft obnoxious to oen(ure. and. 
(ee how much, allowing the charge, this will make for the induClion 
of their conclufion. 

Pyrrbus 01 Priam arrvts, ;w rtl[tfirilm "oitJt, 
• BJtI w itb lb. 'Wbiff and wi"d if his fell fworti 

TEt unn"omJ fatbt, falls. 
And again, 

> OU/, out, tball flr ... ,ptt fort"" , J All you g.as, 
I" gmtralfJ"od, tdt away btr fOWtr : 
Brtd all-tbt jpokes tlnd ftllies from ber wEttl, 
A"d b.wl tbe rOllnd ",l1Ie 4.WII tbe bill oj b.a'lll'" 

. As IfI'W tiS t. Ibe fitnds. 
Now whether thefe be bomb·aft or not, is not the queflion; L1l 

whether Shakefpeare efreemed them (0. That he did not (0 efreeon 
them a.Ppears from his having u(ed the very (arne thoughts in the 
(arne expreffioDS, in hi. bell plays, and given thelll to his principal 
charaClers, where he aims at he fublime. As in the (ollowin, 
lalTage •• 

Troilus, in 'Iroilus an4 CrtjJi4/, far outfinins the execution of 
1>,rrhll,'s (word, in the charaCler he gives of HeClor's l 

Wb<" many ti", .. tbe caitive Grecians fall 
Even in the fan and wind of your .fair (word, 

. roJt bid tbem rift .lId Ii",e. , , 
Cleopatra, iA .Alltoy ad CltO/lltr., rlila at fortune in the (alJlC 

awnUI 
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No, let 1111 '!peak, and l.t me rail fo big;'. 
That the (alfe hufwife Fortune break her whed, 
PrO'fJok'd at my offence. • 

But another uCe may be made of thefe q~otations; a diCcovery of 
this recited (llay: which. letting U8 into a circumfiance of our author" 
life (as a writer) hitherto unknown, was tbe ICaCon I have been (0 

large upon tbis quelHon. ~ think tben it appear., from what bas 
been (aid, that the play in di(pute was Shakrpe3re's own; and that 
this was the occafion of writing it. He was defirous, as (oon as he 
had found his ftrength, of rell:oring the chaflenefs and regularity o( 
the ancient Itage: and therefore compofed this tragedy on th~ model 
of the Greek drama, as may be feen by throwing fo much- aE/ion into 
,.lation. But his attempt proved fruidefs; and the raw, unnatural 
tafte, then prevalent, forced him back atain into his old Gothic 
manner. For which he took this revenge upon his audience. 

WAR B URTON. 

The prai(e which Hamlet beftows on this piece is certainly dif_ 
Cembled, and agrees very well with the charaaer of madnefs, which, 
before witnclfes, he thought it nec Irary to fupport. The fpeeches 
before us have (0 littlc. merit, tbat nothing but an affectation of fin­
iularity could hn.e influenced Dr. Warburton to undertake their 
defence. The poet, perhaps, meant to edlibit a j ull: refemblance of 
fame of the plays of his own age, in which the faults were too 
general and too glaring to permit a few fplend id palfag., to atone 
for them. '11be pla yer knew his trade, and fpolce the lines. in all 
alfeaing manner, bec.ufe H amlet had declared them to be pathetic:, 
or might be in reality a little moved by them; for, " T here are 

. .. Ids degrees of nature (fays Dryden) by which fame faint tmodons 
" of pity and terror are raifed in us, as a leCs engine will raife ., lefs 
" proportion of weight, though not fo much as one of Archimede.' 
•• making." The miDd of the prince, it mull: be confeffec. was 
litted for the reception of gloomy ideas, and his tear~ were re"dy at 
a /light folicitation. It is by no means proved, that Shakfpeare has 
employed tbe Jam. thougbt. eloatbed i" tbe Jame e"prejJioflS, in biJ !>tft 
plaY'. If he bids tbe falfe hufwife Fortune break ber wbeel, he does 
not defire her to brealt all its Jpoke.; nay, e'Ven its periphery, and makt 
fife of tb. "a'll' aftlrward. for Jueb all immeaJureable eaft. Though 
jf what Dr. Warburton has faid ihould be found in any inll:ance to 
be exactly true, what can we infer from thanee, but that Shakfpeare 
was fometimes wrong in fpite of conviaioD, and in the hurry of 
writing committed tho(e very faults which his judgment could detea: 

' in others? Dr. Warburton is inconfillent in his affertions concerning 
the literature of Shakfpeare. In a note on 'Trail". and CrejJida, he 
affirms, that his want of learning kept him from being acquainted 
with tee writings of Homer; and~ in this inftaoct, would (uppofe 
him capable of producing a complete tragedy wriJttfl on tb. anciellt 
rnl#l; and that the fpeech before us had fuflicient merit to entitle it 
to • ~ i. Ib, j.nad boQ/t of Yirgil', J£".jd, nI •• tbDligh tbe 

'Work 
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~or~ baa 3t; .. tarritd t, thllt Itrl(8;0" <which tb, RUIa. pOtt bad 
(ol/cti.JltI. I 

Had Shakfpeare m<lde one unfuccefsful attempt in the manner of 
the ancients, (that he had any knowledge flf their rules, remains to DC 
proved,) it would certainly have been recorded by contemporary wri­
ten, among whom Ben Jonfon would have been the fir1~. Had his 
darling ancients been unlkilful/y imitated by a rival poet, lie would at 
leall: have prefernd the 'memory of the faa, to /hew how unfafe it was 
for anyone, who was not as thorough a {cholar as himfelf, to have 
meddled with their facred remains. 

" Within that circle none durll: walk bot he." He has reprefented 
Inigo Jones as being ignorant of the very names of tJ:tofe c1aBick au_ 
thors, whofe architeaure he undertook to correct: in his Pot/a}lt,. he 
has in fe.eral places hinted at ou, pet', injudiciou. ufe of "'ords, and 
(cerns to have pointed hi' ridicule more Ihan once at fome of his de­
(criptions and charaaers. It is true that he has praifed him, but ie 
was not while tbat praife could have been of any {ervice to him; and 
po(\humo"l appbufe is al "ay. to be had on eafy conditions. Happy 
it was for Shakfpeare, that he took natuTe for hi. guide, ad, en­
gaged in the warm purfuit ofber beauties, left to Jonfon the repollto­
ries of learning: fo has he efcaped a contell:which might have rendered 
his life uneafy, aDd bequeathed to our poll.Bion the more valuable copies 
from nature herfelf: for Sl1akfpeare was (Cays Dr. Hurd, in his notel 
on Horace's Art of Poetry) " the /irll that broke through the bondage 
of oIaBical Cuperllition. And he owed this felicity, as h did fome 
olhers; to his want of what is called the advantage of a learned educa­
tion. Thus; uninfluenced by the weight ofearry prepolleBion, he Ilruclct 
at once into the road of nature andcommon CenCe: and without defign .. 
ing, without knowing it, hath left us in his hillorical plays, with all 
their anomalies, .n exaaer reCemblaDce of the Athenian Ilage, thall 
is any where to be found in its moll: profefrcd admiren and copyi/b," 
Again, ibid. "It is poBible, there are, who think a <want of,.Qtling. 
as well as vall fuperiority of genius, hath contributed to lift this ado .. 
nifhing man, to the glory of being efleemed the moll original TH, Itell 

and SPZAIt£R, fince the times of Homer," 
To this utna I may add the fentiinentt of Dr. Edward Young on 

the Came occaGon. "Who knows whether ShakCpcare might not have: 
t hought lefs, ifhe had read more? Who knows if he might not have 
laboured under the load of JonCon's learning, as Enceladus underiEtna? 
His mighty genius, indeed, through the moft mountainous oppreBioll 
would ha .. breathed out fome of his inextingui/hable /ire; yet poBiblYt 
he might not have rifen "p into that giant, that much more than COID­

mon man, at which .. e now gaze with amazement and delight. Per­
haps he was as learned as his dramatic province required; for whatever 
other learning he wanted, he was mafter of :wo book., which the lalt 
conflagration alone can dellroy; the book of nature, and tbat of man. 
Thefe he had by heart, and hu tranfcribed many admirable pa," of 
them into his immortal works. Thefe rc the fountain-bead, wbence 
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the edtalian lbtams of orilinal ,ompofitlon /lCIW ~ and there aA onert 
mudded by other waters, tbough waters in thdr ditl:ina channel moft 
wbolefome and pure; as two cbemical liq oro; feparatdy dear as cryllal, 
srow foal by Rlixture, a{ld offend the Jigh, So that l)e had not only 
:at much learnio! lIS bis dramatie proYiDCc required, but, perhaps, as it 
could (afely bear, If Milton bad fpared fome of bis lear"i!)" his mufe 
would have gained more glory, than he w8vJd have loit by it." 

Co"j,8 .. fI " Oririntll O.mpojitio". 
The Jirft .emark of Voltalre on thi . cragedy, il that the former 

king had been poifoned by his bl'other and iJi, 'lUll". The guilt. of the 
Jatter, howe.er, is far from being afcortained, The Obaft for~ars to 
aceuCe her as an acce/}itry, and very forGibly recommends h." to the 
mercy of her fon. I rna, add, tbat her oon"ieilce appears unditturbeet 
during the exhibitidn of the mock tragedy, which produces fo vifrble a 
dif()rder in her hulband, who was really criminal. The latt obfervatioD 
of tbe fame author has no greater degree of ve'taciey to boaA: of; far 
now, fays he, all the aaon in the piece ate (wept away, and one Mon­
neur Fortenbras is int,oduced to conclude it. Can thi~ be tlue, when 
Horatio,O(rlck, Voltimand, and Cornelias, furviv~? Thefe, together 
with tbe whole court of De om ark, are (uppo(ed to be prefent at the ca­
taltrophe ; fo that we ate not indebted to the Norwegiau chief for having 
kept the ftag. from vacancy. , 

Monlieur de Voltaire has Iinc\, tranfmiteed in an EpifUe to the Aca­
demy of Belles Lettro. fame remarks on the late French tranlla:tion of­
Shakfpeardl>; bat alas! no traces of genius or vigour are difcoverable in 
this eramo' repetit., which is notarious only for its infipidity, fallacy, 
and malice. It f""es indeed to Ibewan appnent dedi .. e of talent .. 
add fpiTit in its writer, who no longer relies on his own ability to de .. 
predate a rival, but appeals in a plaintive tl:rain to the qlleell nd prin- ' 
«lfes of Prance for their aflibnce to ftop the-further cir~ulation of 
Shakfpeare's renown. 

Impartiality! neve,thelefJ, mull acknowledge that his pri •• t. Goue. 
fpondence difplays a (uperior degree of animation. Perbap. an a,uC' 
:IliIook him when he appealed to the publick em tbis {ubjea; but th~ 
effells of a fever feem to predomi'n.te in his fubfequent letter to Mon­
fieor 0' Argenteuil on the fame aceauon; for fueh a leuer it is as our 
John Denm. (while his frenzy Iafted) might be foppofed to have writ. 
tell. .. C'eft moi qui autrefois pa.la! le.1'remier de ce Shakfpeare : 
c'ell moi qq. Je premier montrai ' aux FranSoia quelques perl .. que!. 
j'aYois tr01lV'; dans fan enorme I,"lri"." Mn. Montague, the j1..ftl' 
celebrated aethorefs of tbe Ejf"J orr tb'l",i", tllld writi"gs cJf our "u. 
thor, WIS at PaTis, and in the circle where theft ravings of the French. 
man were firlt publicltly "",ned. On hearing the illiberal expre/lion 
already qooted, with no lefa el.gaoce than ,..dinef. Ole replied-I< C'. 
un I •• i.f qui a fertilize une terre bien ingratc."--]n Jhort, the author 
of ZIIy", M.b .... " ancl 8",,;,-,..;., polfelle. aH tbe mifchieyou. quali. 
tiM at" a mi"n;llht feiOIl, who, in the hope. to conceal hi' ,ullt, fetl the 
b!It6 whkh he hal robbcII 011 fi:c. , 

A. 
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As fOT Memeuts D' Alembert an! MarmonteJ, they might (a rely be 

palICd over with that neglea which their impotfflce of criticifm defervel, 
Voltaire, in (pite-ofhis natural difpofition to vilify an Englllh poet, by 
adopting [entiments, charaaers, and JiruarloUs from Shakfpeare, has 
beftowed on him involuntary prai(e. Happily, he hat not heen difgraced 
by t~e worthlef, encomium. or disfigured by the aukward imitations of 
the other pair, who" follow in the chafe not like hounds that hunt, 
but like thole who fill up the cry." When D' Alembert declares that 
roore fterlin, fenfe is to bernet with in ten French vedes than in thirty 
:Eoglilb ones, contempt is an that he proYokes,-fuch concempt .. 
cnn only be exceeded by that which every fcholar will eJepref., who may 
chance to look into the proCe tunllation of Lucan by MarmooteJ, with 
the vain expea.tion of difcovtti .g either the {enfe, the (pirit, or the 
whole of the original. ST)t1l v.u.,.. 

I formerly thou~bt that th~ lines which have given rife to the fore­
going obCerv.tiono, were extraatd from fome old play, of which it 
appeared to me probable that Chtiftopher Marlowe wa. the authour I 

.butwhatevet Shakfpeare's view in producing them may have been, I am 
now decidedly pf opinion that they were written by himfelf, not in any 
former unfuccefiful piece, hut exprefsly for the ploy of Hilmi", It i. 
obfervable dut what Dr. Warburton calls " the fine limilitude of the 
110rm," is Ii kewife found in our poet's YMUS (lod Adoni,. 

The levity of bebaviour which Hamlet aITumes immediately after 
the difappearance of the ghoft in the fira afl, (fc. v.] bt. been ob. 
jcfled to; but the writer of fome (enlible Remarks on this tragedy, 
pubJifued in 1736, juftly obfenes, that the poet's objea there wa., 
that Marcellu •• , might not imagine that the ghoft had reyealed to 
Hamlet fame matter of great conCequence to him, and that he might 
not therefore be Cufpeaed of any deep delign." 

,j I have heard (adds tlte (arne writer,) many perCons wonder, why 
the poet Ihould bring in this ghoft in complete armour.-I think thefe 
,reaCons may be given for it. We are to conlid~r, that he could in­
.troduce him in theCe dreITes only; in hi. regal drefs, in a haloit (If in­
terment, in a common habit, or in (ome fant.ftlck one of his OW" 

invention, Now let us enmine, which was moll likely to .Hea the 
[pea.ton with pallions proper on the occalion._ 

" The regal habit has nothing uncommoll in it, nor (UrpriClDg, nor 
could it give riCe to any fine images. The habit of interment was 
(omething t a honible; for terror, not horror, is to be raifed in the 
fpeaators. The common habit (or habit d • .,ill" as the F,rench call it,) 
was by no means propf.! for the occafion. It remain. then that the 

.poet Ihould choofe fame habit from his own br.in: but thi. certainly 
could not be proper, becauCe inv~ntion in fuch a cafe would be fo much 
ill danger offalling into the grotefque, that it wu not to be hazarded. 

" Now as to :be armour, it WII very fuiuble to a king who is de­
fcribed as a great warrior, and i. very particular; and confequently 
affeas the fpeftatora without being fant.ftlck. -

"The king (pun on his (on to revengeb',foilland unnatura1.murder. 
~ F f ~ flOm 
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from there two confiderations chiefly; that he was (ent into the other 
world without having had time to repent of his fins, and without die 
neceHary (acraments, according to the church of Rome, and that con­
fequently his (oul was to (ufter, if not eternal d.mnation, at leaft a 
long courfe of penance in purgatory; which aggravates the circum­
fiances of his brother's barbarity; and (econdly, that Denmark might 
not be the fcene of ufurpation and inceft, and the throne thus polluted 
and profaned. For thefe reaCons he prompts the young prince to re­
venge; e1fe it would have been mote becomil'lr the cbaraaer of fuch 
a prince as Hamlet's father is reprefented to have been, and more 
fuitable to hi. prefent condition, to have left hi s ~rother to the divine 
punithment, and ro a pollibility of repentance for hi. bafe crime, 
whWt, by cutting him oft~ he mu1l: be deprhed;pf. 

" 'ro conform to_the ground-work of his plot, Shakfptare makes 
the young prince feign himfelf mad. I canna. but think this to be in_ 
judicious; for fa far from fecuring himfelf f,am a.,y violence which 
he feared from the ufurper, it feems to have/been the moft likely way 
of getting himfelf confined, and con(equen.tly debarred frOm> arr op­
portunity of revenging his father's death, which now (eemed to be his 
"nly aim; and accordingly it was the occaficn of his being fent away 

.to England; which defign, had it taken effea upon his life, he never 
could have revenged his father's murd~r. To (peak rruth, our poet 
by keeping too elo/e to the ground_work. of his plot •. has f.Jlen into an 
abfurdiey; for there appears no rea fan at all in nature, why the young 
prince did not put the ufurper to deatli as foon as pollible, efpe,cially as 
Hamlet is reprefented as a youth fa brave, and focarel,r, ofhi!>own life. 

" The cafe indeed is this. Had Hamlet gone naturally to work, as 
we could fuppofe fuch a prince to do in parallel circumi1:aoce., there 
would have beeo aD end of our play. The poet t!rerefore was obliged 
to delay his hero's revenge: buethen hethould haye contrived fame 
good leafon for it. 

" His beginning his fcenes of Hamlet's madDers by his behavidur to 
Ophelia, WM judicious, becaufe by this means he might be thought 
to be mad for her. not that hi. brain was dii1:urbed about fiate atfain, 
which would have been dangerous. 

" It doe not appcar whether Ophelia's madnefs was chiefly for her 
father'S death, or for the 10(' of Hamlet. _ It is not often that young 
women run mad for the 10(., of their fathers. It is more natural to 
{uppo(e that, like Chimtlle in the Cii, her great (orrow proceeded from 
her father's being killed by the man file loved, and thereby making it 
indecent.for her ever to marry him. 

" Laerte.'s charaaer is a very odd one; it is not cary to fay whe­
ther it i, 8000 OJ" bad: Irut his conCenting to the vi-llainous contriv,,"c': 
"f the ufurper's to murder Hamlet, make. him much more a bad man 
tban a good one_It i. a very nice condua: in the poet to make the 
u(urpcr build his fcheme upon the generou, unfufpicious temper of tire 
perron he intends to ' murder, and thus to raife the prince's charaaer 
by the cODfeilion of hi. enemy; to make the villain ten timn more 
odious from his own mouth. The contrivance of the foil uDbated (i. e. 

I without 
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-without a buttoll,) ;s metbinks too grofs a deceit to go down even 
'With a man of the moll unfufpicious nature. 

" Laertes's death and the queen's arc truly poetic31 juftice, and very 
-naturally brought about, ahhough I do not conceive it fa cafy to 
cbange rapiers in a [cuBle without knowing it at tbe time. The death 
of the queen is particularly according to the ftriaeft rules of poetical 
juftice; for /he lofes her lire by the villainy of the very perron, who 
had been the caufe of all her ctimes. 

" Since the poet deferred fo long Ithe Ufurper's death, we muft own 
that he has very naturally eHeaed it, and ftill added freth crimes to 

..thofe the mutderer had already committed. 
" Upon Lacrtes's repenta';cc for contriving the death of Hamlet, 

one cannot but feel (omt ieotiments of pity for him; but who can [ce 
or read the death of the young prince without melting into tears and 
compaffion? Horatio's carneft defire to dic with the prince. thus not 
to furvive his friend, gives a ftrollger idea of his friendlhip for Hamlet 
in the few lines on that occalion, tban manyaaions or expreffions 
could poffibly aave done. And Hamlet'. begging him /0 draw hi. 
breath in tbis barfb 'World a little longer, to clear his reputation, and 
manifeft his innocence, is very fuitable to his virtuous.chataCler, and 
the boneft regard that all men Ihould have not to be mifreprefented to 
po!lerity; that thay may nOt fet a load example, when in reality they 
have fet a good one: which is the only motive that can, in reafon, re~ 
,commend the love of fame and glory. 

" Horatio's de6re of having the bodies carried to a ftage, &c. is very 
well imagined, aoel was tbe beft way of fatisfyiug the requell: of his 
.deceafed friend ~ and he aas in tbis, and in aU points, fuitably to the 
manly hone!l charaCler, under which he ,is drawn throughout the 

• piece. Belides, it gives a fort of content to the audience, that though 
thei r favourite (which muft be Hamlet) did not efcape witblife, yet the 
greateft amends will be made him, which can be in this world, vi •• 
ju!lice done to his memory. 

" Fortinbras come. in very naturally at the c10fe nf the play, and Jays 
a very jull claim to the throne of Denmark, as he had the dyi ng voice 
of the prince. He in a few words gives a noble charaaer of Hamlet, 
IUId [erves to carry ofl" tbe deceafed hero fro:n tbe ftage with tbe ho,. 
If\purs dlle to ru$ birth and merit." M.u.ONlI. 
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Per[ons Reprefented, 

Du~t if Venice. 
Brabantio, a Senqtor.. 
~'Wo other Senatorl. 
Gratiano, crother tq Brabantio, 
Lodovico, ltin.lman to Br~b~ntio~ 
Othello, the Moor: 
~affio. his Lieutenant; 
Iago, his Ancient. 
Roderigo, a Venetian Gllltieman. 
Montano, Othello's prer/u'ifOr ;'11 the govrrnfIJe~f ' ~ 

Cyprus. 
Clo'Wn, .i!r'Zla1!f to Othello. 
lferald! 

Defdemona, 4aughter to Brabantio, and 'Wife ffJ Othello, 
Emilia, 'Wife to Iago. 
~ianca, a courtezan, mijlrifs 1~ 9~ffiOt 

(jJlicers~ qentlemen, Meffingers. Mu};dans, Sa; Drs, 41-
. !endanls, {;fe. 

geE N E, for the firj140, i" Venice; during the rrlf 
ef tbl/lab II' ~ fitl-rrt ;n Cyprus. 
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ACT . I. S C ENE I. 
Venice, ~ Street. 

EnleY RODERIGO, and IAGo. 
Rod. Tulli, never tell me", I take it much unkindly, 

',fhat thou, Iago,-whQ haft llasi my purfe, , 
As if the ftrings were thine,-lliould'ft know of this. 

lago. 'Sblood, but you will not hear me: if ever 
I did dream of fuch a matter, abhor me. 

Rod. Tho!l told'ft me, thou qi~'ft hold him in thy hate. 
lagg. Defpife me, if J do not. Three great ones of the 

city, 
In perfonal fuit to make me his. lieutenant, 
Oft capp'd to him 3 i-and', by the faith of man, 
~ know my j>rice, I am worth no worfe a plaq:: 

I Ti}e aory j~ taken from Cynthio's NO"'tls. Pou:. 
I have not hitherto met with any tranflHion of this novel (tlie fe. 

Jlenth in the third decad) oHo early a date as the age of Shakfpeare; 
put u'ndo\lbtedly many of thofe little pamphlets have perilhed betwecil 
his time and ours. 
, This play was firfr entered at St"tioners' Hall, Oll. 6, J6u, by 
Thomas Walkely. STEEVENS. 

I have feen a French tranflation of Cynthio, by Gabriel CI,appuys, 
Par. 1584. This is not a faithful one; and I fufpell, through thi. 
medium the work came into EngJilh. f ARME R. 

This tragedy ' I have aferibed (but on no very fure ground) to the 
)'ear J6J J. See As Atttmpt 10 ajter/oi" tb. order of Sbakjptar.'s plays; 
Vol. I. MALONE • 

.. Tulh, nt"'tr ttllfllt,] Thus the quarto, 162.2.. In the folio the 
,..ord IUjb is omined. MALONE. . 

3 Olt taf'p'd 10 bi",-ob-] Thus the quarto. The folio read a, Off, 
fapp'd to hIm. STEltV.ENS. 

In {upport of the folio, AnIon, ."d Cltoptwa may be quoted: 
. " r paVe ever held my ((1P off to thy fortunes." 
This r!i"~ing ~ once thouibt likely to be the true one. But a more 

intimate knowled&e of the quarto copies hOB convinced me that 
f~ey o~&ht Aot "~tho\l~ very irolll rcafoll to be departed from. 

M~z.oll~~ 
But 
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But he, as loving his own pride arul purpofc:s., • • 
Evades them, with a bombaft circumfiance. • 
Horribly ftuff'd with epithets of ~ar; 
And, in conclufion, nonfuits my mediators; 
For, certer 4 , fays he, I bavealready 
Cboftn Illy .officer. A:ld what was he? 
F orfooth, a great arithmetician 5, , 

'One Michael Callio, a Florentine, 
A fellow almoft damn'd In a fair wife!!; 

That 

4 -c .. tts,] i. e. certainly, in truth. Obfolete, So Spenfer, in the 
Fae" ~ttn, b. ·4o. c. 9: ' 

" Cutes her loGe ought me to {arrow molt." STEEVltKS. 

5 ForJootb, a great arit!lmejician,] So, in R",,,. a"d JIII;et, Mer. 
cutio fays: "- one that Kihts by the book. of arithmet;cR." Sf: Elt V. 

\ 

lago, however, means to reprefent Gaffio, not as a perf on whore 
arithmetick was" Oil', t'IVO, and the tbird in your bo(om," but as a 
man merely converfant with civil matters, and who knew no more of 
a {quadron than the "umb.r of men it cQntained. So afterwards h.e 
calls him this coun, ... cl1f1er. MALOKlt. 

(> A fello'UI almojl damn'd in a fair wife;] Sir Thomas HaD mer 
luppo(ed that the text mull: be corrupt, bec.ufe it appears from a fol. 
lowing paltof the play thatCaJlio Was an unmarried mal>. Mr. Steeven. 
has clearly explained the words in the fubfequent note: 1 have there­
fore no doubt that the tellt is right; and have not thou~t it necelTary 
to infert Mr. Tyrwhitt's note, in which he propofed to read-'" Ii 
fellow .Imoll: damn'd in a fair life." Shakfpeare, he conceived, might 
allude to the judgment denounced in .the gofpe! a,gainll: th"fe of VJhollt 
all ",~. ped..,."Il. MALONE . - • 

Mr. "fyrwhitt's conjecture i. ingenious, bu~ cannot be !iSh~; EM 
the malicioul lago would never have given Camo the highel'l GOmmen~ 
dation dlat words can convey, at the very time that he wiGlet to de~ 
preciate him to Roderigo: <hough afterwuds, in {peaking to himl. 
.i:lf, GAct V. fc. i.] he gives him his juJl; charaEter. MASON. 

That Caffio Wal married, is not fgfficiently implied in the words, It 

f,/low almojl Jam.'" i. a fair 'Wife, filice they may mean, ac~ording 
to lago' s licentious manner of expreffing himfclf, no more than a man 
'fI.r} ",ar being married. This feems to hOYe been the cafe In refpe4; 
of CaJlio. -Act IV. Scene i·, lago, {peaking to him of Bianca, fays, 
-Wby, the Cf,goes,/bat ",-ollfball rtltJ"} ber. C .. ffio acknowled&el that 
luch a report hal been raife#, and add., <]7,i. " tbe "JOnAry's .. VIf liwint 
ut: /he iI perf Made" 1 'Will tlfarrJ ~r, owt of b.r OVJ. I..." "...d f</f-fll1t. 
'''1, I/or out of",., prlJlllif.. Iag'l then, having heud this report {,efore • 
• ery naturally circUlates it in hi. pre(ent cooverfation with Roderigo. 
Jf Shakfpeare, howeve" ddigned Bia",a (or a curtizan of C,p,.".f. 
(whue Ca1lio ~ad Aot let bcCl~, and had therefore lIever feen her,) h,. 
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That never fet ~ fquadron In tho 'field. 
Nor the divifion of a battle knowi 

More 

Jag!) cannot be {uppo{ed to allude to the report concernin!! his mar. 
riage with her, and confequendy this part of my argument mufr fall 
to the ground. 

Had Shakfpeare, conlifrently with l ago's charaaer, meant to make 
"him fay that Camo was a8u.lly aamn'a in being marritd ro a band/o"" 
.... o",a", he would have made him fay it outrigbf, and not have in. 
terpo(ed the palliative IIlm",1. Whereas what he (ays at prefent amount. , 
tD no more than that (howevtr near his marriage) he is not yet ,0",­

ptmly aam.'d, becaufe fie is not a,/oJ.,ttly mllrried. -The (ucceedin, 
I)arts of Jago's converfation Cufficiently evince, that tbe poet thougbt nO 
mode of conception or I!xpreffion too brutal for the charaaer. STEEV. 

There is no -ground whatfoever for luppoung that Shakfpe.re de­
'bgned Bianca for a courtenn of Cyprus. pamo, who was a Florentine, 
and Othello's lieutenant, failed from Venice in a /hip belonging to 
Verona, at the fame time with the Moor; and what diffic~lty is there 
in fuppofing that Bianca, who, Camo himfelf informs us, " haunted 
him every where," took her patTage in the fame veUel with him; or 
followed him afterwards? Othello, we may (uppof., with fome of the 
Venetian troops, /ailed in another velfel; and DeCdemona and lago em­
barked in a third • • 

lago, after he has been at Cyprus but one day, {peaks Qf Bianca. 
{Aa IV. fc. i.) as one whom he h ad long known: he mufr therefore 
(if the poet be there correCt) have known ber at V,,,i,,: 

" Now will I queftion Camo of Bianta, 
,( A b.ufiwiJe, tbat, by /.1li"l btr dtjim, 
" Buys b11<1J bread and tloatbs: if is a trill/U", 
" Tbat d.ttI on Cajfio ;-as 'tis the lhump't's plague, 
" To beguile many, and be beguil'd by one." MALONE. 

Ingenious as Mr. Tyrrwhitt's conjeCture may appear, it but ill ~c­
cords with the context. - lago is enumerating the difquali/icatiol1. of 
Caffio for his new appointmentj but Curely his bring 'Wtllfpoktn of "J .11 
"'<11 could not be one of them. It is evident from what follows that a 
report had prevailed at Venice of Callio's being Coon to be married II to 
the mofr fair Bianca." Now as /he was in Shakfpeare" language \ 
" a. cufromer," it was with a view to Cuch a connexion that lago 
called the new lieutenant IIfl/lfl'W al",ojI dam,,'a. It may be gathered 
from .. rious circumfrance. that an intercourfe between Camo and 
Bianca had exifted before they left Venice; for Bianca is not onl y 
well known tolago at Cyprus, but Ibe upbraids Callio, (Aa III. fc. iv.) 
with ha.ing been ab(ellt a week from her, when he had not been t'W. aa)', 
on the iIIand. Hence, and from whatCaffio him(elfrelatea, (ACtJV. 
fc. i.) I wa, tbl other dlly tlllltill"" lb. SEA-BANK WITH CXR. 

TAIN VENETIAN, .IId THITHIt '0"'" tb. baublt; by t.i, band 
Jht falls tbus abOIl -., .,rlt ;"_it may be prefumed 1he had fecretly 

VOL. IX. _ F f 6 followed 
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More than a fpinfter; uniefs the bookifu heorick 7~ 
Wherein the toged confuis can propofes . 
As mafterly as he: mere prattle, without praCtice, 
Is all his foidierlhip. But, he, fir, had the eleClion : 
And I,-of whom his eyes had feen the proof, 
At Rhodes, at Cyprus; and on other ground'S 
Chrifi:ian and heathen,- mull be be-lee'd and caIm'do 

By 
followed him to Cyprus: a concluGon not only necelTary to explain 
the palTage in '1uellion, but to preCerve the conGftency of the fahle at 
Jarge.-The jea.bani< on which Callio was ,onverling with certain 
Venetians, was at Venice; for he had never till the day before been 
at Cyprus: he fpecifies thofe with whom he c~nverfed as P.n.tian., 
becaufe he was himfelf a FI ... nti".; and he mentions the behaviour of 
Bianca in their prefenee, -as tending to corroborate the report ale had 
fpread that he was fooll to marry her. HENLEY. 

I think, as I have aLready mentioned, that Bianca was a Venetian 
COllrtezan : but the jea-bank of which Callio (peaks, may have been 
the /bore of Cyprus. In feveral other inllances bef:ce this, our poet 
appears not to have recoUelled that the penons of his play had only 
been one day at Cyprus. I am aware, however, that this drcumfi.nce 
may be urged with equal force againtl: the concluding ?ar! of my OWIl 

preceding note; and the term (ea-bad certainly adds f"pport to what 
Mr. Henley has fuggelled, being the ycry term ufed by Lewkenor, ill 
his account of the Lito maggior of Ymi". See p. 453, n. ,~ MALOM£. 

7 .:...,b, bcolijh theorick,] Theo,i,. for theo,y. STU;V.NS. 
This was the common language of Shakfpeare's time. 'Sec Vol.nf. 

p. 445, ~ 8. MALONE. 

I 
a -tb. t.g.d confuls-] The ",I." of tbe jlatt) or dvll gover. 

nours. The word is ufed by Marlowe, in the fame fenfe, in'1'a",hlt,. 
lai." a tragedy, 1590: 

_ • " Both we will raigne astonju/s of the earth." MALONE. 
By toied perhaps is meant peaceahle, in oppo6tion to the ~tJa,li., 

qualifications of which he had been fpeaking. He might have formed 
tbe word in allu60n to the Latin adage,-eetllfnt a,m. tOt.r. ST ltEV. 

9 _ mujl he be-1eld."d calm'd-) B • .J.,'d and-b.-callll'd are ternu 
of navigation. . 

1 have been informed that one velfe! is (aid to be in the Itt of an­
nther, when it is (0 placed that the wind is intercepted from it. lago's 
meaning therefore is, that Callio had got to the wind of him, and be .. 
ealm.d him from Ioloing all. 

To b.-calm (as 1 learn from FaltoDfr's M4riM Dim.nary) il like­
wife to obftrutl the current of the wind in ita paffage to a lIaip, by an)' 
contiguous objell. STEEVltN8. . 

The quarto, 162.2., rea~s-
--mull be Itt/ and calm'd-. 

1 [ufpea therefore that Shakfpt~re wrote_iiiI'll tic k,·J. and calm'd. 
. . The 
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By debitor and c1"cditor, thtS counter-cailer I ; 

He, in good time, mull: his lieutenant be, 
And I, (God blefs the mark" !) his Moor-lhip's3 ancient. 

Rod. By heaven, I rather would have been his hang­
man. 

lago. But there's no remedy, 'tis the curle of fervice i 
Preferment goel> by letter"', and affection, 
Not by the old gradation 5, where each fecond 
Stood heir to the firft. Now, fir, be judge your[e1f~ 
Whether I in any jull: term am affin.'d 6 

To love the Moor. 
Rod. I would not follow him then. 
lago. 0, fir, content you; 

I follow him to ferve my turn upon him: 
We tannot all be mailers, nor all mailers 

The Ite.fide of a /hip is that on which the-wind blow.. To Itt, or to> 
be Itt'd, may mean, tofall to leeward, or to lofe the advantage of the wind. 

The reading of the text is that of tbe folio, I doubt whetber there 
be any fuch fea-pbrafe as to be-Itt; and fufpect the-word be was iliad .. 
vertently repeate<l by the compofitor of tbe folio. 

Mr. Steevens has u:plain'd the word 6tUzI",'d; but where is It 
found in the text? MALONlt • . 

I · - tbis tounter-tailer; 1 It was anciently the pra£lite to reckon up 
fums with tounters, To this Shakfpeare alludes again in C,mbelint, 

, Act V. " - it Cums up tho~f.nds in a trice: you have no true debitor 
and treditor, but it; of what', pail, is, and to come, the diCr.harge. 
Your neck, fir, is pen, book, and counftrs ;" &c, Again, in AcolIlJlu., 
a comedy, 154:0 : "I wyl talt my '''Ullte", or with counurl make dl 
my reckeornge.... STlt'EVI!:NS, 

So, in 'Tbe Winter's 'Talt :~" fifteen hundred lhorn,-WhH como. 
the wool to ?-I cannot do', without counltrl," MALON It. • 

• - bleJs tbe mark!] Kelly, in hi. comments on Scots proverb •• 
ohferves, that the Scots, when they compare perC on to perf on, ufe thia 
exclamation. STltEVltNS. 

3 -his Moorlhip's-) The firft quarto reads-his worfoip'-' STE. 
t .. - by Imer,- ) By "comm.ndation from powerful friend., JOHN'. 

I s Not by tht old gradat ion,-) Old gradati.". i. grlldlltio" eila-
bli/hed by anei,nt prattice. JOHNION . 

6 Wlmbtr I '" any Jufl tm .. am .flin'd-] Affin'd is the reading or 
the third quarto and the /iril folio, The fetond quarto and all the 
modern edition. have alJig,,'d. The meaning is, Do 1 ftand within 
11"1 Jllch terms of /",opi"'l"ity or ,tltui." t. th, MDfJr, as tb.t it is m1 dillY 
t.IMle bim' JOHNSON. 

The origin.1 quarto, 16u has 1Jign'J; but it wu maDifelllyan 
trror ofthc pm .. .M .... O.N~. 

Cannot 
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Cannot be truly follow'd. You {baU Dl8r~ 
Many a duteous and knee-crooking knave 
That, do.in~ o~ his own ob[equi~s bon:lage; 
Wears out hIS time, much 11k!: hIS mailer's afs, 
For nought but provender, and, when he's old. calhier'd; 
Whip me [uch honeft knaves '; Others there are, 
Who, trimm'd in forms and vifages of duty, 
Keep yet their hearts attending on themfelves ; 
And, throwing but filOWS of fervice on their lords, 
Do well thrive by them, and, when they have lin'd their 

<toats, 
Do themfelves homage: thefe fellows have fome foul ; 
And fuch a one do I profefs myfelf. 
"For, nr, " 
It is as fure as you are Roderigo f 

Were I the Moor, I would not be Iago: 
'In following him, I follow but myfelf; 
Heaven is my judge, not I for love and duty, 
:But feeming fo, for my peculiar end: 
For when my outward aCtion doth demonfhate 
The native act and figure of my heart 
In compliment extern 8, 'tis not long after 
"But J will Wear my heart upon my fieeve 
For doves to pec~ at 9; I am not what I am. 

7 _ b."tjI ArlII«'" I] K"tJ'II' is here for fer'll,,,,t, but with ami .. 
ture of fly contempt. JOHNSON. 

8 In , ... pliment 'XI"n.] In that which I do only for an outwarll 
flew of civility. JOHNIO,I<I. 

SO, in Sir W. D'Avenant'. Alb...,ine, 15:1.9: 
" - that in light .XI,," 
" A patriarch (eeml." STItEVENS. 

9 But 1 'Will w.ar my heart upon my Oeeve 
F.r doves t. peck"at: J Thus the qllarto, 162.1.. The folio ~ads­

For Jaw., llec. I have adhered to the original copy, bec'lIfe I (~(pea: 
Shakfpelre had il'l his thoughts a paIT.ge in Lily's E~pbM" anti bit Eng­
IlInd, 1580: " As all coynes are not good that have the image of CRfar, 
nor aU gold, that is coy~ed with the kings ftampe, (0 all is not truth that 
beareth the thew of godlineITe, nor aJ.l friends that beare a faire f8l:c. 
If thou pretend (uch !o'fe to Eupb)les, carry t'b, burt ." ,b ••• ,1;. of 
'''1 bttwJ. and thy tongue in thy palme, that 1 may (ee what lit in thy 
mlnde, and thou with thy finger dafpe tby mCNtb_l can better take 

Ja bUller of a nettle, than a pricke of I rofe; more willing that. raven 
tholild peck Ollt mine eyes, than a I/lrlll t,d ., thell)o" M.U.ONZ. 

Rotl. 
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Rol. What.a full fortune does the thick.lips owe·~ 

If he can carry't thus! \. 
lago . Call up her father, 

~oufe him": make. after him. poiron his delight. 
Proclaim him in the iheets; incenfe her kinfmen~ 
And, though he in a f~rtile climate dwell, 
Plague him with flies: though that his ioy be joy. 
Yet throw fuch changes of vexation on't, 
As it may lofe fome colour. 

Rod. Here is her father's haufe; I'll call aloud. 
Jago. Do; with like timorous accent, and dire yeU. 

As when, by night and negligence, the nre 
l~ fpy'd in populous cities". 

Rod. Whatho! Brabantio! fignior Bl'abantio; hoI 
lago. Awake! what, 40! Brabantio! thieveS'! thieves! 

thieves! ' 
Look to your houfe, your daughter, and your hags! 
Thieves! thieves! 

BllABANTIO, above, at a 'Wt'ndo'U.'. 

Era-. What is the reafon of this terrible fummons 1 
What is the mat tel: there 1 

• I What II full fortune JotS th. thiele.lip. owe,] FilII j.rtflltt if, J 
, believe, a complete piece of good fortune, as in another fcen .. of this 

playa full f.lditr is put for a complete foldier. To l1'We it in anc/cae., 
( languag~, to oown, to RoHHs. ST~1:V1:liI. 

So, in Antony and CI •• patra: 
" .... not the imperious /hew 
I, Of the f .. ll-:fortun'd Crfar-." 

Full is ufed by Chaucer in tbe fame fenCe in his 'Iroilus. B. 1'.. 
" Sufficeth this, my ful/ friend Pandare, 
'( That I have fald-." 

See alfo VoL VII. p. 534, n. 5' MALONE • 
.. A, 'When, by night ana "'gligt"ft, Ib'.(ire 

I~ jpy'd in populo., ciri".J The mealllng, 1.1 Mt. Edwards bas 6'f,.. 

\ 
(ened, IS,:' not that tbe ~re vias {pied hr negligence, ~ut the fire, wbidl' 
came by illght and negligence, was fpled.-And thiS double meanIng. 
to the fame word is ~o:r>mon to Shakfpeare with all other writers. 
cfpecially where the word is fo::familiar a one, ll. tbla in 9ueffion. Ovid. 
(eems even to have thou,ht it a beauty inftead of a defecl:.·· M" LOM •• 

. The 'Particle is \Jfecl equiYocally; the fame liberty is taken by wri. 
ters moie corrett. 

'Iht ,",o"d"f,,1 treatllre I a woman of reaJo,,! 
N,'fI" ITtI'fl' out of ,rid" 1I,,,,r ta) out of /taJon. JOHNSON. 

Rot. 



OTHELtd', 
Rod. 'Signior, is all your family within 1 
Iago. Are your doors ]ock'd 3? 
Bra. Why? wherefore alit you this? 
Iago. 'Zounds, fir, you are robb'd; for fhame. put f)~ 

your gown: . 
Your heart is burft 4 , you have loft half your foul; 
Even now, very now, an old black ram 
Is tupping your white ewe'. Arife, arife; 
Awake the fnorting citizens with the bell, 
Or elfe the devil will make a grand fire of you: 
Arife, 1 fay. ' 

Bra. What, hate you 10ft your wits? 
. Rod. Moft reverend fignior, do you knOW my voice ? 
' Bra. Not J; What ate you? 
Rod. My name is-Roderigoi' 
Bra. The worfe welcome: 

I have charg'd thee, not to haunt about my doors' : 
In honeR plainnefs ·thou haft heard me fax, 
My. daughter is not for thee; and now,.in madnefs, 
Being full of {upper, and diftempering draughts 6 ~ 
Upon'maliciou,s bravery, doft iliou cpme . 
To ftart my qUlet. 

Rod. Sir, fir, ' fir,-
Bra. But thou mull: needs be "Ire, 

My fpirit, and'my place~ have in them power 
To make this bitter to thee. 

Rati. Patience, good fir. ' 
, }1ra. What tell 'ft tllou me of robbing? this is Vehice-; 

3 Art YDur dDors lork" 1] ·The 6rft. quarto reads, Are (Jl/ doors 
lock'd 1 STEEVENS. 

4 - u burft,J i. e. broken. BMrft for hrDk. is ufed in our author', 
lCUIg H"", II'. P. II: "- and then he /1I'rjJ his head for crowding 
among the mara .. I's men." STJ:EVE!U. 

See alfo Vol. Ill. p. z440 n. 6, and p. 3u, Iloo r. MALONE. 

1 
s - tuppingJDur VJbil. _e.] In the north of England , ram ~ 

. called a tup. MALON E . 
eI _ dillcmperilli drtJugbtl,-l To be di/l:empcred with liquor, was, 

in Shakfpeare', age, the phrafe (or intoxication. ' In I£wJlt, the kinK' 
i, (aid to be" man,cllollS diflernfrrrd with wine." UIILONS. 

My 
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My houfeis not a gr:mge1• 

Rodl Moll: grave Brabantio. 
In fimple and pure foul I come Ito you. 

Iago. 'Zounds, fir, you are ' one of thofe, that will 
not ferve God, if the devil bid you. Becaufe we come ­
to do you fervice, you tllink we are ruffians: You'll 
have your daughter cover'd with a Barbary hOlfe; you'll 
have your nephews neigh to you S : you'll have courfets 
for cou{J.ns, and gennets for germans 9. 

Bra. What profane wretch art thou I 1 

7 _ tbis is "'.nitt: 
My boufe is not a grange.] T..b.t is. " you are in a popuioul 

dty, not in a lon.bouf., where a robbery might ealilybe committed." 
Crang. is frrictly and properly the farm of a monafrery, where the re­
ligious repolited t heir corn. Crangia, Lat. from Cral/l",. But in Lin_ 
c6lnfuire, and in other northern countiel . the)! call every lune haufe, 
or farm which frands folitary, a grange. WAR TON. 

SO, in Daniel's Corp/aint of Rof".o7ld, 1599: 
" - foon was I rrain'd from court 

" To a (olitat'y Krtlng ... • &c. 
Again, in M.II/ut< for M.tlf"ft: 

" At the moated grang. relides this dejelted Mariana.'/ 
ST EEVZ"'. 

B -Jour nephews tIIigb to JOU : 1 Ntpb_, in this inllance, has tbe 
power of the Latin word "<pos, mJ lignifies a grand fan, or any lineal 
oefeendant, howeyer rem ole. So, in Spenfer: 

" And all the fona of thefe live brethren reign'd 
, .. By due (uecef., and aU their n,/,b<w.late, 

" EYen thrice cleven defcents the crown obtain'd." 
Again, in Chapman's yerlion of the Odylrry, B. :&+, Laertel fa)'s of 
Telemaehus, his gr.."tlfn I 

, .. - to behold my fon 
.. And n,/,b_ clofe ill fueh contention." 

Sir W. Dugdale yery often employs the word in this fenfe; ancl 
without it, it would not be nry eafy to /hew how Brllbllfttio coulel 
have •• pb_s by the marriage of hie dllugbttr. Ben J on(on likewi(e 
ufes it with the fame meaning. The alliteration in this pafi"age c.ufe<i 
Shakfpeare to have recourfe to it. STZ&Y&NI, 

See Vol. VI. p. 555, n. 7 • . MALONa:. 
I 1/ -gennetsforgerllftln,.] Aju,ut is aSpanifhhorfe. STZZVINS. 

I I Wbllt profane vmttb art rho.? ] That is, CJbllt CJ"tcb of "oj' ."tI liClt"i ... , III"t.age ' In thac fenfe ShakfpcarN>ftcQ ufea thc worli 
profane. ]08B601l, 

:VO" IX. c , It 
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lago. I am one, fir, . that comes to tell yoo; YOltt' 

aughter and the Moor are now If. aking the beall:. with· 
wo backS-:-

Bra. Thou art a villain.· 
lago. You are-a fenator. 
Bra. This thou lhalt anfwer; I- know thee. Roderigo. 
Rod. Sir, I will anfwer any thing. But I befeech your 

Irt be your pleafure 3, and moll: wife cPtlfent, . 
(As partly, I find, it is,) that your fair daughtet, 
At this odd-even and dull watch 0' the night .... 
Tranfported-with no wor[e nor better guard. 

It is (0 \I(ed by other wri ters of the fame ~e : 
" How far off dwells the h~ufe.furgeon ? 

.. - You are a prifde fellow, i'faith.··· 
Again, in Bcn..Jonfon's'Fale of a Tub: 

.. By the l1y jullice, and his clerk prof"ne." S"'EI!TItN~. 
" - your daughter and the Moor are "ow making the be.1l with tw. 

\ 
backs.] This i. an ancient proverbial expreilion in the French 'Ian- ' 
tuage, whence Shakfpeare pmbably borrowed it; far in the pimo. 
naire des Proverbe, 'Frarlfoiji., par G. D. B. Brullidles, 1710, nmo, I 
nnd the following article: "Faire la bete a deux dot," pour dire, faire 
l'amour. Pxacy. 

In die Dimo"aire Comiqll6, par Ie Roux. Svo. 1750, this l'pr~(e i~ 
more particularly explained, under the article Bile. "F.aire /" hm a 
.feux do.. Maniere de parler, qui /ignille etre couche nec une femme; 
fake Ie deduit_' Et faiCoient tOUI deux.Couvent enfem"le fa bele a 
tltUX dosjoyeufement.'-Rabelais.liv. I." There was a tranOanon of 
Rabelais publHhcd in the time of Shakfpeare. MAl.ONB. 

3 11'/ he jour phaJun, &c.] Thil and the fixteen (oilawing IinclI" 
arc not in the original quarto. They are found in the folio, 162.3' 

MALONE r 
4 At Ibi. odd-even aaddull-watcb o't!" "igbt,] "The l'fIe. uf lligbt," 

\ Dr. Johnfon obferves, "is midnigbt, the time when night is divided 
into twO wttl parts." This i. certainly true; but our bu6nels is to 
explain the' odd-«vtn of night. By this /ingular expreffion,-" tliis 

) 

odd-rotll of.night," our. poet appeau to have meant, that it was ju/!: 
~pl'roacbing to, or juft pall, midnight; fo near, or fo recently pall, 
that it Wai ,doubtful whether at that mQment it Ilood at the point of 
midnight, or at Come ather. le(, equal diviuOIl of tbe twenty iour 
hours; which a few minutel either before or .ftll' miciAiabt would 'be .. 

So, in Macbnb I 
" ___ What is the ,,;tit ? I 
" Llldy M. Almoft at odJs with /II,rni/tf, vIIicl> ;, .bill>. to 

Sh'kfpeare was probably chillkinS of· hi. boyiDl tdlool-play, ,dtI,I" 
AJUI. M .... LOlfl. 

But 
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But with a knave of common hire, a gon~r,_ ~ 
To the gro[s clafp~ of a lafcivipus Moor,- /. 
If this be<kno~n to you, and your allowance " 
'We then hare done you bold and faucy wrongs; 
Eut, if you know not this, my manners tell me, 
We ha\i'e" your wrong rebuke. Do not believe, 
Thaf, from the fenfe of all civility 6, 

I thus would play and triRe with your reverence: 
YOUI' daughter,-ifyou have not given her leave,­
I fay again, hath made a grofs revolt; 
Tying her duty, beauty, wit, and fortunes, 
In an extravagant 7 apd wheeling {!:ranger 8, 

Of here and every where: Straight fatisfy yourfelf: 
If V1e be in her cha11!ber, or your houfe, 
Let loofe on me the juftice of the flate 
For thus delUding you 9. 

Bra. Strike on the tinder, ho! I 

Give me a taper ;-ca11 up all my people :­
This accident is not unlike my dream, 
Eelief of it oppre1Tes me already:-

S _ and y e.r allowanc'e, J ;. e. done with your approhatioll. See 
Vol. VIII, p. 2.°3, D. 3, and p. 5°5, D. 5' MALONlt. 

6 T~at from tb. fenfe of all ~i,,:i!ity, 1 T~at is, iff oppo/ifiDn to; or 
tJepartmg f r.", the fenfe of all clvilltr. ~o, ,n Twelfth Night: 

" But this is flO", my tommi/lion." 
. .Again. in Tb. Marr of ~etnborDugb, by Middleton, 1661 : 

• " But this ,sft a", my bufinels." MA LONlt. 
7 In at> extravagant, $r.G. )E .. tra'IJagant is here ufed in its Latin fi-ini/i. 

cation, for wanderin.!. Thus in Ham/ttt "-The ':I<tr"'''''gpn( and 
er,ing fpirit,-." STJ:EVENS. 

8 'Tyi.g her duty, beauty. wit, andfortun." 
1n an extra'flaliant II.d 'lubeeling jlrangtr,) Thus the old copies, 

for whic,h the modern edi tor~, folloWing Mr • . Pope, have fubftituted­
'(0 lJl extravagant, &;c. In K. Lear we find-" And hold our lives ill 
mercy; (not at mercy;) in The Wmter's 'lale, " he was torn to pieces 
'With a btar," not" by a bear;" and in Ham!tI, 

" To l~t this canker of our nature come 
. "1. furth.,.. evil." 

So, in the next fcene, p. 468, we have" -ill your part," not"'Il 
your part." We might fubnitute modern for ancient phrafeology in all 
thefe palTages with as much propriety as in the prefent. We yet fay, 
" ille is wrapp'J up in him." MAL()N~. 

1/ For thus deluding you.] The 6rl1: 'luartOfeadl, For this dell1jion. 
STEEVENS. 

G g z Light, 
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J ght. Ifay! light! (Exit.f"'''' ahO'Ur. 
lago. Farewel; for I mu£!: leave YOll: 

It feems nQt meet. nor wholefome to my place, 
To be produc'd I (as, if I fray, I !hall,) 
Again£!: the Moor: For, I do know /the frate,­
However this may gall him .with foml: check s,_ 
Cannot with fafety ca£!: him 3; for .he's embark'd 
With fuch loud reafon to the Cyprus' wars, 
(Which even now frand in act) tha.t, for theirfouls¥ 
Another of his fathom they have not, 
To lead their bufinefs: in which regard,. 
Though I do hate him as I do hell pains" 
Yet, for necefiity of prefent life, 
1 mu£!: fuew out a flag and fign oflove, • 
Which is indeed but. fign. That you fuall furely find him,. 
Lead to the Sagittar 4' the raifed fearch; . 
And there will I be with him. S.o, farewel. (Exit .. 
Enter, helow, BR.'\S}INT10, and ServantJ with torches. 

Bra. It is too true an evil: gone fue is ; 
And what's to come of my defpifed time " 
Is nought but bitternefs.-Now, Roderigo. 
Whete didfr thou fee her 1-0 unhappy girl!-
With the Moor, fay'£!: thou l....:.Who would be a father 1-
How didft thou knew 'twas fue 1-0, thou deceiv'ft me 
Pa!l: thought 6 1-What faid.fhe to you 1-Get more tapers; 

, Raife 
s To be produc<d-] The folio reads,proa*8ta. STltSVSNB. 

'" _ jO"1fcheck,] Some rebuke. JOHNSON. 

3 - call bim j-] That is, aifmifs him; r<jt8 him. We aill (a)'., 
a cajl coat, and a (aj (erving-man. J OH N ·ION • 

• 4- - tbe Sagittar-] Thus the quarto, len. Folio :-the Sa­
riltar]. MALONE. 

5 And 'W.bat'~ to CO,!,t of., deCpifed, ti .. ,.] D1pifuJ Ii,." i. li .. t oj 
11~ valu.; tIme 10 whIch • 

" There's nothing (criou8 in morality;.. 
• .. The wine of life is drawn, and. the mere dregs 

.r< ftr. left this vault til brag,of." Macheth. jOHNSOlf. 
AgaIn, In Rom.o ana Juliet: 
• " , - expire the term 

" Of a de/pi/ta life, c1os'd in Dl¥ breafl." ~T S.VJ:!"~ 
6_0, tbou atctiv'fl .e 
PajltbDugbtl-] Thus the: 'lIlQ l'6U. The folio J6a3, aM 

the qllartos J630 and J6SS read, 
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rRaife aU my kindrctd.-Are they marry'd. think you: 

Rod. TIuly. I think, they are. 
Br!l. 0 heaven !-How got !he out 1-0 treafon of the 

blood!- ' 
Fathers, from hence trull not your daughters' minds 
:By what you fee them act.-Is there not charms 7 ~ 
By which the property 8 of youth and maidhood \l 
May be abus'd 1 Have you not read, Roderigo • . 
Of fome fuch thing? 

Rod. Yes, fir; 1 have, indeed. 
Bra. Call up nlfbrother.-O, that youhadhil4her!-­

Some one way, fome another.-Do you know 
Where.we may apprehe1'\d her and the Moor 1 

• Rod. I think, I can difcover him; if you pleafe 
To get good guard, and go along with me. 

Bra. Pray you, lead on '. At every houfe I'll call; . 
I may.command at moll :-Get weapons, ho! 
And raife fom,e fpecial officers of night ~.-
On, good Roderigo; I'U deCerve YOllI pains. (Ex~unt • 

.sCENE 
- 0 foe dmiv6' 1M ~ 
Paft thoug"t. 

I bave chofen the apofrrophe to his JlbCent daughter, as the moll: 
fpirited of the two readings. ST:r.:r.V:r.NS. 

1 -I, there "ot cbarm,,] Is there not fuch a thing as chartils, &c. 
'The modern editors, following an alteration ma<\e by the editor of the 
fecond folio, read-A,e there not charms, &c. MALON.E. 

8 By which tbe prop"'y if youth and 7I1aidh.Dd 
May be abus'd?] By which tbe faculties of a young virgin may 

be infatuated, :and mage fubje.;r to illufions and falfe,imagination : 
" -wicked dreams abMJ. 
" The curtain'd fleep." Mac4eth. JOHNSON. ' 

9 - and maidbood-] The quartos read~.nd manbDod-. STJ:!:V. 
J ,Pra! you" le,ad o~.J Tbe /irft quarto reads, Pray lead me on. 

• ' S·r:r.EVItNs • 

. 
~ And raiJe flme (pedat officers ofnight.-] Tbus tbe original quarto, 

16u; for which die editor of die fo~io fubftituted-otficers of might; 
a reading wbich all the modern editors have adopted. 1 have more 
than once had oCcaGoll to rem1lrk tbat the quarto readings were fome­
times changed by the editor of the folio, from. ignorance of our poet'. 
!l'hrafeo)ogy or meaning. .. 

J have nO doubt that Shakfpeare. before he wrote this play, read Th. 
£Ma."''I/Iea!lb ilnd Gf'lIern1lle",oj Yenice, traonated frllm. the Iraliall 

. . G I 3 hy 
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seE NEIl. 
'l'he fonte. Another Jtrtet. 

Enter OTHELLO. lAGO, and Attendants. 

lago. Though in the trade of war I have flain men~ 
Yet do I hold it very '{luff 0' the confcience l 
To do nC) contriv'd murder; I lack iniquity 
Sometimes, to do me fervice: Nine or ten times 
l had thought to have yeik'd him 4 ~ere under the ribs. 

Olb. 'Tis better as it is~ 

by Lewe~ Lewkeoor, aod prioted io +to, J 599 I a book prefixed to 
which we find a copy of ~erfes by Spenfer, This neatife furnilhe,d 
our poet with the knowledge of thofe officers of night, hom B aban\iq 
here delires to be called.,to bis affifrance • 

.. For the greater expedition thereof, of thefe kinds of judgments, tbe 
heades or chieftainea of the officers by .. ight do obtaine the authority of 
which the advocators are deprived, Thefe officer. of the night are fif' 
and fix likewife are thole m~ane officers, that ha~e only power to cor-
rea bafe vagaborids and trilling offences. . 

" Thofe that do execute this office are calle4 heades of the tribes of 
the city, becaufe out of every tribe, (for the city is divid,d into fix 
tribes,) there is eleaed an ojJiCtf' ofrbt night, and a head of the tribe. 
- The duty of eyther of thefe officers iE, to keepe a watch every other 
ni&b~ by turn~ within their tribes; and, now the one and then the 
other, to make rounds about his quarter, till the dawning of the day, 
being always guarded aDd attended on with weaponed officers and fer~ 
jeants, and to fee that there be not any diforder done in the darknefs 
of the night, which alwaies emboldeneth men to naughtine(fe; and 
thac there be not any houfes broken up, nOr theeves nor roguc~ 
lurking in corners with iotent to do violeoce," r;:.ammonwtallb oj P.~i(t. 
pp- 97, 99- MALONE. 

3 _ ftull" 0' lb.. confcience-] This expreffion to common readers ap~ 
pears harlh/ Stuff of the "nfti."" is, fllbfl.net, or if/enet of the con_ 
{cience. Slliff is a word of great force in the Telltonick languages. 
lhe element, are called in Du~ Ho.fd floif,n, or hlad-fluffs. 

JOHNSONf 
Again, in Kinl Henry 1711[, 

" You're full of heavenly fl"i!," &c. 
Frifch's G.,mlln Di8iona'J gives this explanation of tlie word Jloif:­
materiel exqua .liquid lieri poterit. STEI:VJ:NI. · 

4 I had tb.ugblto ha'IJ' yer~'d him- bgo is pro!lably here {peale_ 
iDgofRoderigo. MALONE. 

lago. 
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ilago . Nay, but he prated, I 

And fpoke fuch {clU'VY ,and provoking terms 
Againlt your honour, , 
That, with the little godlinefs I have, 
1 did full hard forbear him. But, I pray, fir, 
Are yoo faft marry'd? for, be fure of this,­
That the mag{lifico S is much belov'd; 
And hath, in his effett, a voice potential 
As double as the duke's6; he will cliv,orceyou; 

5 -tbe magnifico-] " The chieEmen of Venice are'by a peculiar 
name calJed Magnijici, i. e, mfJ~nJficots;" Minlbew's Difliona" , Sec 
too Yolpone. TOLL~.T. 

C\ _ a voice po/tntifl/ 
As double , .. tbe dik.',:] It appurs from Thflmas's Rift." of 

11(1ry, .l!o. 1560, to have been a popular opinion, though.:1 falfe one, 
that th.e duke of Venice had a doubl. ,voice. Ie Where os," Cays he, 
" many have reported, tbe duke in ballotyhg o.ould have I~VD ",oi;t, ; 
it is nothinge fo j for in giving his voice he hath but one balJbt, as all 
others ,have," Shakfpeue, t~erefore, might h ave gone on tlii s re­
ceived opinIon, which he might have found in fome other book. Sup­
pofing, however, that he had learned from this very p.trage that the 
duke had not a double voice in the Council of Seven l ytt as he has a 
vote.in each of the vuious councils of tbe Venetian ftate, (a privi­
lege which no other perfon enjoys,) our poet might have thought 
himfelf ju{t;fied in the epithet which he has here u{~d; and this cir_ 
cum!hnce, which he might have found in a book already quoted, Con. 
tareno's ,Commonwealtb flna Govtrnment of Yenict, 4to, -1599, was, l 
believe, her In his t houghts . 

"The ddt himfelfalIo, iEhe will, may ufe the authority of an ad­
',"ocator or pretident, and make report to th.e counc.U of any offence, 
and of any amercement or punilhment that is thereupon to bl: inRitl­
ed i-for fo great is tbt prm/.', flutborilie, tbat ht mIJJ, ill wblltfoevtr 
,ou-t, ADJOI N..a himftlft 10 tbe .ag/flr." tbtre;n, b"ing J,tjidtnt, a, bis 
colleague and companion, -anti bu",e XQ..VAL POWEll WITH TH!: 
OTHER l'RESIDrNTS, that he migbt 10 by this means be able to 
look into all thing.:' P.41. Ag.in, ibidtm, p. 41: je Belides this, 
this prince [i. e. the duAl ,l hath i"trJ councell equal authoritie 
with any of them, for One Cuffeaae or lotte." Thus.we fee, though he 
had not a double voice in anyone a1Tembly, yet as he had a vote i,n all 
the various atrembliet, hi s Yoic;e, thus all'ed to the ,eice of eacb of 
the pretiden!8 of thofe alTembfies, might with ftria propriety be called 
doubt"~ aDd p.t,ntlaJ._P. ltlltia/, Dr. Johnfon thinkn, meafl.8, ope. 
rati-fe, InviDg tbe t.ffo8, (or weight and i-fl."ct,) without the ex­
tern"l aaual property. .It is ufed, be conceives, "in the {enfe of 
fcience; a c;aulllcic is called pottnt;,,1 fire." J qu,ftion whether Shak. 

,fpearc mC&.l1t mo" b~thc word thanoptrall-rt" r power/III. MA:LONZ. 
II G g + Or 
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Or put upon yqu what rell.raint and grievance 
The law (with all hi s might, to enfurce it on,) Wm give him cable. 

Qrh. let him dp his {pite: J 
My fervices, which I have done the ftgniory, 
Shall out-tongue his COlJlplaints. 'Tis yet to know, 
(Which, when lknow that bOodling is an honour, ' 
I {hall promulgate 7,) I fetch my life and being 
From men of royal ftege 8 ; and my demerits 9 

May fpeak, unbonl}etted I, to as fr~ud a fortune 

1 _ ''1Is yu to hlO"l.I1, 

As 

(Whicb, wlun I kn.w tbat bOIJj1ing if liN b.n."" 
I jhallp,omu!gate,)-) Thus the folio. The 'iuarto, J622., reads! 

--Tis yet to know 
That boafling i. an honour. 
I /hall promulgate, I fetch, &c. 

Some words certainly were omitted at the pref.; and perhaps they 
ha~e qeen 'fupplied, in the wrong place. Shakfpeare might hav~ 
",ntten: 

--- 'Tis yet to know 
That boafling is an honour; which when I know, 
I ~all promulgate, I fetch my life, .lee. 

I am yet to learn that boafliAg is honourable, which when 1 have 
learned, ~ /Qall proclaim to the world tbat 1 fetch my life, &c. 

MALONE. 
11 _ ",en.f ,oyalliege;] Men who have fat upon roy al thrones .• 

. The qu~rto has-men of royal height. Siege is ufed for feat by 
other authors. So, in Stowe's Chronic/e, p. 575: "- there Was fet 
up a throne or flege royal/ for the king." 

.Again, in Spenfer's Faery E<!!etn, b. 2. c. 7 ; 
'~ .1'\ f!;"atelyjieg. oHoveraigne m.jeflye." STEEVENS. 

So, in Grafton'~ Cbronic/., p. 443: " Incontinent after tbat be 
was placec\ iJl the royaljiege," &c, MA LON!!:. t 

9 _ and my deinerits-) Demerit, has the fame meaning in our au­
thor, and many others of that iie, as m.rie,: 
, " Opinion that fa flicks on Martius, may 

" Of his d,merits rob Cominius~" Co"'olanu,. 
Again, in Dugdale'. W .. r",,;c';fo!ire, p. 8 So, edit. 1730: "Henry 

Conway , etq• for bislingular d,.,.,#, received the dignity of knight-
hood.'" ,I 

Mere. ~n<l J,m."o had the fa~e meaning ie th, Roman language. 
r' , ST£.EVENS. 

1 May fpealt unbonnetted,] Thus all the copies read this paifage. 
'Rut, to {peak IIn6onntttd, is to {peak witb tb, ,,,b off, which is di~ 
r " ., .; retll~ 



THE MOOR OF VENICE. 1-57 
A .. this thaf 1 have reach'd: For kno;v, lugo. 
But that I love ,the gentle .Ii)efdemona, 
I would not my unhoufed ~ free condition 
'Put into circu'mfcription and eon6ne 
Forthefea's worth 3. But, look! what lights come yonder? 

Enter CASSIO, at 'a dijiat/((, and ceria ill ojJicerJ, <witb 
, , torches. ' 

lago. Thefe are the raifed father. a94 his friends: 
You were beft go in. 

O/h. Not I; I ~ua be f01,lnd; 
My 

reaJy oppotite to the poet's meaning. Othello mean. to (ay, ~bat his 
birth and fervices ret him upon fuch a rank, that he may fpeak to a 
fenator of Veni~e with his hat on; i. e. without !hewing any marks of 
d,eference o~ in~quality. I therefore am inclined to \,binI<: Shakfpearc 
wrote: , , 

MayJpeak, and bonnetted, £JiJe. THEOBALD. 
Bonn"e, (fays Cotgrave) i. to put ojf one'/ cap. So, in , Co,ipianul : 

.. :-thofe, who having been fupple and courteous tO,tbe people, "onntlled 
without any further deed to -'lave them at all into tbeir ei\'imacio-\l'" 
Unbonnetted may therefore lignify, without taking the cap off. We' 
might, I think, venture to read j",bonnetted. Ie is common witq, 
Shakfpeare If make Or 1;I(e words compounded in the fame manner~ 
Such are impfJ~un, in/paint, impale, and immafo. Of all the reading, 
hitherto propofed, that of Theobald is, I thinle, the beft. ST:£JtVItNSo 
, The objeCtion to r,1r. Seteveos'. explanation of unbonntt"d, i. e. 
'Withou~ raking the cap off, is, that Shakfpeare has himfelf ufed the 
:word in ·K. Lear, ACt III. fe. i. with the very contrary fignification, 
l1amely, for one wbole cap i. offl ' . , 

, " --Unhon nttted he runs, 
.. , And bids wl}at will take all." 

He might, however, hav~ e~ployed t~e word here in a djlfcr~nt 
{enfe. MALON:£. ~ 

Urlbo.netted, is uncovered, revealed, made known. In the fecond 
aCt: and third (cene of this play we meet with an exprefiion Jimllar to 
this: " -you unlace your reputation;" and another in A. you lik. it, 
.ACt: IV. fc. i. "Now unmuiGzlt your wifdom." A. C. 
, i _ unhoujtd - J Free from dom'.ftick tares. A thought n~tutal to 
an adventurer. JOHNSON. 

Othello talking as a foldier, unboufed may lignify the haring nC! 
{ettled houfe or habitation. WHAtL~V. ' 

~ For tb. Jea's wortb.] I would not marry ht!r, though flle were at 
ri~h at the Adriati,k, wlii~h the D08e annually muriel. JOHNSON. , 
. , " , . .,' , , ~ believ~ 
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My parts, my ti.tle, and my perfett foul, 
Shall manife1l: me rightly. Is it they ( 

Ingo. By Janus, 1 think no. 
Otb. The fervants oftl1e' duke, add my lieutenantj 

"the goodnefs bf the night upon you, friends! 
W)lat is the neWS 1 , 

CaJ. The duke does g'rfer you, general; 
And ~erequires your ha.fte, poft-haft~ appearance, 
Even on the infta\lt. 

Olb. What is the matter~ think you? 
Caj. Something from Cyprus, as I may divine; 

It is a bufinefs of fome heat: the gallies 
Have fent a dozen fequent meffengers 4 

This very night, at one another's heels j 

And many of the confuls s. rais'd, and met, 
Are atthe duke's already ,: You have been hotly caU'd fori 
Wh'en, being n~t ~t y,our lodging to be found, 

1 believe th~ commoll and obvious meaning is the true I>oe. 
The fame words occur io Sir W. 0' Avenant's Cru~1 Brotber, I63Q,; 

/, - he would not loofe that p~i~i1ege. 
" F or 'tbe fea's wortb." 

Perhaps the phrafe is proverbial. 
Plin)' the naturalil!: ~as a chapter 00 tbe ri!i1e, of tht ita. 

Again, in the Winter's 'Tale,: 
" --- for all t he fun fees, or , 
" The clofe earth wombs, or Ibe profound iea J.,W, 
C( In IInknlYW'J!atboms." &c. 

'Agaio, in King Henry Y. ACt ~ : • 
" --- As rich with praife, 
" As in the ouze, ~nd "m.""qf the rea, 
" With funken wrecic, and fumlefs treafuries." 5T E E VI!!N S. 

4 - fequene "!effingt ... -] The fir/!: quarto reads ...... jre9ulnl melren. 
gers. ST E E vi: riS. 

s -Ic~,,/"!t,} tIatimer reads, council. Tbeobalrl would have 111-
-read cD''''f,II." , 'Veoij:e was originally governed by conful,: and con. j." ieems to have been commonly ufed for counjello", as before i l l thi' 
4>lay. in Albion', 'J','i"mpb, a m~fque. ~63I, the e,mperor Albanalt is 
laid to be attwI,a by fou,'/,e. con(uls.-Agaio: "'Tbe,babitsoflbe coo· 
(uls ."ere "ftu tb. fame manner.'> G,,,-ofi'ery of Monmouth, and Matthew 
P~ri' afeer him, call both dukes and carl" ,.niulj. S'tS,.,vJ;NS. 

Sec p. HZ, o. S. MAl.OM~. 
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The (eo ate hath (ent about three (ever,,! quells 6. 

To fearch YOIl out . 
.; Olh. 'Tis well I am found by you. 

I will ~ut .[pend a word here in the houfe, 
And go with you. [Exit. 

Caj. -Ancient, what makes he here? 
lago. 'Faith, he to-night hath boarded a lanqcarack 1 ; 

~f it pr(}ve lawful prize. he's made far ev~r. 
Caj. I do not underftand1 
lago. He's married. 
CaJ. To who ~ l 

Re-tntm 

to ntj,qatt batb fe!,t ahout-] The early quartos, and all the mo­
pern ed iturs, have, 

'Th. fenat~ ftnt above tbree fe<v.rtl/ 911.fls. 
Tht f6Iio, .'TheJenat. hathJ ... t about, f!! •. that It, ahoul the tity. I 

bave adopted the readio!! of the folio. JOHN SON . 

i<t!tfi' are, on this occa60n, fearc)les. So, in Heywood's B razell 
flt,e, 161 3: 

" Now, ifiD all his 'lutji., he be witheld,-." ST EEVE"' , ' 
7 _ tl land car.ck;] A rarad is a lhip of great b'llk, . and com. 

;nonly of great v~lue, perhaps what we now s:al1 a gallton. JOliN SON. 
SO, in Beaumont and ,fletcher's Coxromb : 

, "-They'U be fl~ightcd; , 
'! They're plade like rarac~s, all for llrength and ftowage." 

S ~rJ:J.V:ENc. 
Mr, ¥aron obrerves, that tI the lirA: ihip that calm richly laden 

trom the WeA: Indirs to Europe were thofe from the Caracca.;" and 
{eems to think that the veilel called a (arack derived its name from 
thence. But a cara,A, or rarick, (for (o it 'us mOlt fre111ently written 
in Shakrpeare's time,) is of higher origin, and was denominated from 
the Spanilh word, rarara, which lignifies a .eifel of great bulk, con­
ftrufred to carry a heavy burthen. The Spanilh carara, MiDlheu think., 
may have been formed from the Italian (ar;,., a ladiog, or freiaht. 

MA400NJ, 
, 'To qub. 1) Jt is {omewhat lingular that Callio ,lhould aJk this 

'luellioD. In the third floe De of the third Afr, Jago fays: 
Did Michael Callio, when you woo'd my lady, , 
Know of your Inve ? 

• Olb. F,.". firft tolaft. 
He who was acq~aiDted with the objeEt courted by hi. friend, could 
have little rea{on for doubtinr'to whom he woulJ be married. ST!!.tV. 

Callio's {.eming ignorance of Otbello's tourtihip or marriage might 
only be atretted J io order to keep his friend', fecret, till it be~aDlc 
publi'kly known. BIoACXITONl'! 
• :lo Or, 
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Re-enter OTHELLO. 

lago. Marry, to-Come, captain, will you go? 
Olh. Have with you. 
Ga./. Here comes another troop t feek for yah. 

Enter B tA B AN TI o., RODE RIGa, at/A Officers ofnigh/, 
'With torches and 'Weapo7lS. 

l ago. I t is Brabantio:-gen.eral. be advis'd ll ; 

He comes to bad intent. 
Olb. Bola! ftand there! 
Rod. Signior, it is the Moor. ' 

, Bra. Down with him, thief! ['l'hl)' ,/'-a'W on both fides. 
lago. You, Roderigo! come, fir, I am for you. 
Olh. Keep up r our bright fwords. for the dew will nift 

them.-
,Good fignior, yo1,llhall mbre command with years, 
Than with your weapons. 

Bra. 0 thou foul thief, where haft thou t1:ow'd my 
daught r? 

Damn' d as thou art, thou haft enchanted her: 
For I'll refer me to all things of fenfe, 
If ih\! in chains of magick were not bound, 
Whether a maid-fo tender, fair, and happy; 
So oppofite to marriage, that ih~ ihunn'd 
The wealthy curled <4rlings of our nation ',-

Wou41 

Or he might fear tbat Othello bad proved {alfe to the gentle Def­
clemona, and married a'lother, MALONE, 

II _ b. ad'llis'd ;] T,hat is, be c •• I; be cauti.us; be dijcreet. 
JOHNSON, 

• Th. >wtaltby curled darlilll$ of •• r IIati'II,] Curltd is .legantly ad 
_jltntati, ,,jly drtlftd. He had not the hair particularly in his though~. 

JOHNSON. 

On another occafion Shakfpeare employ. the (ame expreffion, and 
evidently allUdes to tb. bair ~ 

" If /he lirft meet the c"rl.d Antony," &c. 
Sir W. D'A'lI.nan' ur~s the fame expreffion in his Jufo Italill_, lIi30 ; 

" The c"rl'd and filken nobles of the town.'! 
Again: . 

" Such is the cnrl.d youth of Italy." 
J believe Shak!,Pcue hill thc fame mCiliina in the pretent inlla.ce. 

ST~&YU'" 
That 



THE MOCR OF VENICE. .f61 
"Would ever have, to in'CUI a general mock, 
Run from her guardage to the footy bofom 
Offuch a thing 'a5 tho\Jl; to reat, not to delight~J 
Judge me 1 the world, if 'tis not ~ro(s in fenfe, 
That thou haft pra&is'd on her with foul charms; 
Abus'd her delicate youth with Mugs, or minerals, 
That waken motion ~ :-1'11 have ~t difputed on: 

'Til 

That Dr. JohnCon was milbken in WI interpretation of tbis line, 
is .fcertained by our poet's Rap. of Lucr.Ct, where the h.ir is not, 
merely alluded to, but exprefsly mentioned, and the epithet ,"r1.d is 
added as cbaraCleriftick of a perrnn ot th~ higbell rank: 

" Let him have time to tea his curlcd b"ir." 
Tarquin, a king's fon, is the perfon (pok~n of. See Vol. X. p.l0~ 

II. I. Edgar, when he was" proud in heart and mind," curl'd hi' 
bair. MALONE. 

'" _ (0 fear, "ot to d.light.] To one more likely to terrify than tcr 
delight her. So, in tbe next fcene (Brabantio i~ again the fpeaker) ; 

c. To fall in love with what foef.ar'd to look on." 
Mr. Steevens fuppofes flar to be a verb here, ufed in the fenfe of t<» 

terrify; a lignification which it formerly had. But '.al', I apprehend. 
il a fubffantive, and poetically ufed for the obj,e of fear. MALONE. 

3 Judg. me, &ce.] This and the live following lines are not in the. 
'luar'0,I6zz. MALONE. 

4 Abu'd bel' delicat. youtb 'Witb drllgl, Dr .. intralt, 
'That waken ",otio" :] The folio, where alone this pall"age is found, 

reads-That 'W,a~," motion. The emendation was made by Si~ 
Thomas Hanmer; and I have adopted it, beeaufe I have a good reafo .. 
to b;lleve that the words w.aIi." and wal." were in Sh.kfpeare'. 
time pronounced alike, and hence the miftake might ealily have hap .. 
pened. MOlio" is elfewhere ueed by our puet pr-cifely in the fenfe re­
quired here. So, in Cymb.lin.: 

,. _ for there'. no "'Dtioll 
.. That tendl to vice in man, but J affirm 
" It is the woman's part." 

Agaln, in Ha",l.t: 
" ,-- fenfe Cure you have, 
" Elfe could you not have ",otiDn,'· 

Again, in Mta/o .. lor M.a/llre: 
.. _ ont who never feels 
" The wanton ftiJlllI and motio., of the [en[e." 

.0 alfo, in A Mild World, "" Majlm, by Middleton, 1608 I 
" And in myfelf {DOth up adulterous motio"" 
ff And fuch an appe\ite II I know damns me"~ 

We 
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, 'Tis probable, and palpable to thir.ici~g. 
I therefore apprehend and do attach thee, 
For an abufer 5 of the world, a praCtifer 
Of arts Inhibited and out of warf\l~t:­
Lay hold upon him; if he do reM, 
Subdue him at his perij. 

We have in the play, before us--r.uaku'd '/(u,iJtb, and J think in 
(ome other play of Sha'ICfpeare-wake,,'d IlJ'tJe. So, in our poet's 
1I7th Sonoet : 

" But ilioot not at me in your wden'd bale,~' 
Ben' Jonron in tbe prof,"e to his Voip.ne has a Iim;lar phrafeology • 

.. -it being the office of the comick poet to flir,e liP gentle aif"­
tirms." 

Mr. Theobald re'ads-That weaken nOlion, i. 'e. faY $ he, her right 
toneeption and idea of tbinS' ; underfhnciing, jUijgment. . . 
I ThiS reading it muft be acknowledged, derives fome fu ~port from' 
o panage in King Lea" Act n. fc. iv._ IC either his r.otj~a 'Wealens, 01' 

his difcernings are lethargy·d." But the objection to it is, that n (X 
opiates or intoxieatin$ potions or powders of ~ny fort can diltort aT 

pervert the intelleO" but bl' deftroying them for a time; nor was,;t ever 
at any time believed by the molt credulous, that love.to •• udtrs, as they 
were called, could ~ede" tbe IInd"jlanding, tbollgh it waS formerly 
believed that tbey could !tJjtinate the ajfeE1ions I at in ~ther words, 
-ivalten motion. 

Brabantio afterwards ~rrert8, • 
" That with fome milCtures powerf"l Q'er th~ blood, 
" He wrougbt upon ber." 

(Our poet, it iliould be ~emembered, in almoft all his plays ufe. 
blood for f>oiJion. See p. 3S6l n, 5; and V'ol. YIn. p. 81, n. 4, and 
,.199, n. 7') Andone , oftbefenators a/ks Otbel!>, not, whetber he 
had ~ueaktn'd Defdemona's undtrfia. ding, but whether he did 

" __ by indirect and rorced courfes 
" Subdue and poij •• this young maid's aift8io",." 

The notion of the efljcacy oflove-powdets was formerly fo prevalent. 
that in tbe parliament fummoned by l(ing Ricbard the Tbird , on his 
u fo rping tbe t~rone, it was publickly urged as a charge againft Lady 
Grey, tbat ilie had bewitched King Edward the Fourth" by ftrange 
potions and amorous ,bam"." See Fabian, p. 495; Speed, p. 9J3, edit 
]632,; and "Habington'. Hi)o,] of King Ed'WlmJ tbt F~,tb, p. 35 •. 

, , MALONE. 

MOlion in a fllbfeqllent fcene'of this play is "fed in the nry fenfe in 
which HanDler would employ it. "But we have reafoll to cool Qur , 
raging ",.t;ons, our carn.1 ftings, our unbitted 111ft .... I'TEEVENS. 

J For lin IIbuJcr, &c.] The full 'lulrto leads, $",b 10 aburer, ~. 
SU:&V&NS. 

Olb. 
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Olh. !ioid your hands, 

:$oth you of my inclining, and the reft : 
Were it my cue to fight, I fhould have known it 
Without a prompter.-Where will you that I go 
To anfwer this your charge 1 

Bra. To prifon; till fit time 
Of law, and courfe of direct feffion,. 
Call thee to anfwer. 

Olb. What if I do obey 1 
How may the duke be therewith fatis6ed ~ 
Whofe melfepgers are here about my fide,­
Upon fame prefent bufmefs of the flate, 
'To bring me to him 6 ( 

OfJi. 'Tis true, moft worthy ligniar. 
The duke's in council; and your noble felf. 
I am fure, is fent for. . 

Bra. How! the duke in council ! 
In this time of the night !-Bring him away: 
Mine's not an idle caufe: the duke himfelf, 
Or any of my brothers of the ftate, 
Cannot but feel this wrong, as 'twere tlleir own: _ 
For if fuch actions may have palfage free, 
llond-naves, and pagans. fuall our ftatefmen be". 

[Ex4ll.r. 

IS Ta bring-] The quartos read-To bear. ST:I:ItVItN'. 
1 Bond-jla."." and pagans, &c., Brabantio allude. to the commOll 

condition of all blaGks, who eo me trom their own country, both.foa .. n 
. and pagan.; and- ufu the words in contempt, of Othello ~nd hi, COIll­

plexion.-If this MOOT is now fuftered to e(cape wiLh impunity. it 
will be fuch an encouraaement to hi' black countrymen, that we lila, 
expea to fee all the lirft offices of our /tate IiIled up by ,the p.giIrU ~. 
band-jla",,. ,,{ Africa. STU: VILl ... 

In our autbour's time P"l". was a very COillIDon ellprelliol1 of COQ­
tempt. So, in K. Ht.ry JY. P .11. 

, " y/hat laga" JJtay t~at be I"~ 
/ 5e~ Vol. V, p. 319, n.8. MAi-OIU. • 
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seE NEIll. 
:rhe/ame. A Co'uncil-Cl"amber. 

!The Duke, and Senators,jitting at a taMe; Officers attending. ' 

DUke. There is no compofition' n thefe news ·7 
That gives them credit. 

1. Sen •. Indeed, tlley are difproporl:ion'd; 
My letters fay, a hundred and feven gallies . 

Duke. And mine, a hundred and forty, 
2. Sen. And mine, two hundred: 

But though they jump not' on a jufl: account, 
(As in thefe cafes, where the aim reports 9, 

'Tis oft with difference,) ret do they all confirm 
A Turkifh fleet, and beanng up to Cyprus . . 

Duke. Nay, it is poffible ettough tojudgment; 
I do not [0 [ecure mein the 'error, 
But the main article I do approve 
In fearful fenfe. , 

Sailor. ['-~ithjn.] What ho! what hot wha~ ho! 
Enter ali Officer, <with a Sailor. 

Offi. A me1fertger from the gallies~ 
Duke. Now 1 the bufinefs 1 
Sail. The 'tiJrkifh preparadon makes for .Itho~es ; 

So was I bid report here to the fl:ate, 
By fignior Angelo·. 

Dulcet How fay you by this change? 

I 'Ii", i, .0 compofition .... ] CompojitibIJ, for cOl/jij1ency, cDn,'Dr/Jllncy. 
WARBC'RTO)l. 

11 _ tiijl nt'llll,] Thu9 the quarto, 162.2., and fuch was frequently 
the phrafeology Of Shakfpeare's age. So, in The Spanljh TrfIgeJy, 1610: 

" The "t'UI. ar' more delightful to his foul,-." 
See a1fo"" 01. VJ. p. 194, n. z. The folio reads-tbis news. MALON E. 
9 - '1ub.,.. tp. aim reports,] In thefe cafes where conjeaure or fllf_ 

picion tells the tale. Ai", is again ured as a fubA:antive, in this fenfe, I 

ill 'Juliu. Clljar: . , 
" What you would work me to, I ,have fome "illS." 

Thus the folio. The quarto reads-tb., aim'J reports. MALONJI:. , 
To aim is to conjeaure. So, in Tbe Two Gentl.m.n of Verona: 

" But fearing leA: my jealous aim might err," STJ:EVENS. 
I By Signw .dIIgII,.] Tbia bcmiAj,h is walltlll& in the firlt quarto. 

ST:a:lVJ:NI. 
I, S,ll,' 
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t. Sen. -This cannot be, 

By no alfay Qf reafon ,.; 'tis a pageant, 
To keep us ill f..'life gaze: When we confider 
The i mportancy of Cyprus to the Turk; 
And let ourfelves again but underll: nd, 
That, as it more concerns the Turk than Rhr>des, 
So may he with more facile queftiolt S bear it, 
For that it Il:ands not 4 in filch warlike brace s, 
But altogether hcks the abilities 
That Rhodes is drefs'd in :-if we make thought of this, 
We mull: not think, the Turk is fo un.fitilfuJ, 
To leave that latell:, which concerns him firll: ; 
NegleB:ing an attempt of eafe, and gain, 
To wake, an wage, a danger profitlefs 6. 

Duke. Nay, in all confidence, he's not for Rhodes. 
Offi. Here is more news. 

Enter a Melfenger. 
Mif. The Ottomites, reverend and gracious, 

Steering with due courfe toward the iiIe of Rhodes, 
Have t~ere injointed diem with an after fleet. 

I: Sen. Ay, fo I thought 7 :-How many, as you guefs? 
Mif. Of thirty fail: and now do they re-fiem I 

Their backward courfe, bearing with frank appearance 
Their purpofes toward Cyprus.-Signior ¥ontano, 

2. By no airay o/TttJfo. j-] Bring it to the teft, examine it byrea(on 
as we examine metals by the IJ'pay, it will be found counterfeit by all 
trials. JOHNSON. 

l _ 'With "'.~'/4cil, queftion - ] With lefs dijpult I with Ids op_ 
polition. MABON. 

4 For tbat it fiafldl ".t, &ce.] The (even [oUowin, lines are added 
fiDce the firft edition. Pon:. , 

S _ 'Warlike brace,] State of defence: To arm was caUed to 6raCl 
.tI the armour. ' JOHNSON. 

'T. 'Wake, a.J wage, a danger "P~ojitlif'.] To '"U'g' here, as in many 
othtr place. in Shakfpure, fignifies to fight, to combat. Thus, in Killr 
Lear: 

" To 'W4Z .. ,ainft the enmity of the air." 
It took its rife from the more ,ommon expreffion, to Willi 'W4~. 

ST.lXV.lNS. 
7 Ay, r., &cc.-] Thidine is not iii the firll quarto. STX.I v IN S. 

II .- tbry do re.ftem-] 'I'he quartos mean to read re-JI,rne, rhough 
ill the fiI(l ofthcm the word iii miIpclt. STUU!I'. 

V:0L. IX. H h Your 
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Your trufty and moll: valiant fervitor, 
With his fee duty, recommends you thus, 
And prays you to believe him 9. 

Duke. 'Tis certain then for Cyprus.­
Marcus Lucchefe I, is not he in toY<n 1 

1. Sm. He's now in Florence. 
Duke. Write from us; willi him, poft, poft.hafte dif­

patch". 
I. Sen. Here comes Brabantio, ar.d the valiant Moor. 

B l1tel' BRA BANTlO, OTH ItL LO, JACO, RODE R I 00, ani 
Officers. 

, Duke. Valiant Othello, we mull ilraight employ YOI1 

Againft the general enemy Ottoman 'I . _ 
I did not fee you; welcome, gentle figmor; [to Bra. 
We lack'd your counfel and your help to-night. , 

Bfa. So did I yours: Good your grace, pardon me'; 
Neither my place, nor aught 1 heard of bufinefs, 
Hath rais'd me' from my bed; nor doth the general care 
Take hold 4 ' Oil me; for my particular grief 
Is offoJiood-gate and o'er-bearing nature, 

9 And prays you to believe bim.] He in/rea" YI''' ,,~ 10 doubt tbe 
truth ofrbis intelligellt.. 101iNsoN. 

• Marcul Lucthefe,l 'the old copies have Luccicos. Mt~ Steevenl 
made t&e correalon. 'ldALON, • 

.. - wiJb him, pojl, p~ll:_hailedifpatch.] i. e. tell him we wi/b him 
to make all po.Jlibl. bafte. PojI_btljJe is before in this pray ufed adjeCiively : . 

"And he requires your hafte, pojl-bdjJe dppearalltt." 
All me6'engers in the time of Shaklpeare were enjoined, CI HlljI', 

bafte; for tby life, pojl hafte." 
The reading of the !ClOt is that of the quarto, 16n, The folio reads: 

" Write from us to bim, polt, poll:_halle difpatch." MALONE. 

3 'I'aliant Otbelio, 'WI ",uft ftraigbt emjlOY you 
Againft tbe lentral tnemy Ottoman.. It i. plitt of the policy of the 

Venetian nate never to entrult the cQ.mmand of an army to a na­
tive. "To exclude, therefore," (fays Contareno, as tranOated by 
Lewkenor, 4to, 1599,) "out of our ellate the danger or occafion of 
any fu~h ambitious enterprife., our ancefton held it a better coudc to 
defend the dqminions on the continent with foreign mercenary {ol­
diers, than with their homebred citizens." Again I "Their charges and 
yearly occafions of diiliurfement are likewi(e very great; for alw.lies 
they do entertain in honourable fort with &reat provilion a tllliaine 
ltntrall, who alwaies is afirllngtr born • ." MALONE. 

+ 'Ide bold -r The firft 'lualtO Rads, Taku", hold. STUVitN ' . 
, . .. - Thit 
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That it engluts and fwallows other fo,l'rows, 
And it is ftiU itfelf. 

Duke. Why, what's the m'atter 1 
Bra. My daughter! '0, my daughter! 
Sen . D ead? 
Bra. Ay, to m'e; 

She is abus'd, 11ol'n from me, and corrupted 
By fpells and medicines bought of mountebanks S : 

For nature [0 prepofl:eroufiy to err, 
Being not deficient 6, blind, or lamj: of fenfe, 
Sans witchcraft could not 1. 

• 5 By /ptlls and mtdicines 6cugbt if mDllnttDanl, : ) R ymcr has ridl. 
euled ih,s cireumllance a. unbecoming (both for its we.kneCs and fu. 
perllitiorl) the gravity of the accuCer, and the dignity of the tribunal; 
but his criticifm only expofes his own Ignorance. The cireunlfbnee 
was not on ly exaaly in charaaer, but urged with tho greateft ad­
drefs, as the tbing chiefly to be infi!1:ed On. For, by the Venetian 
law, the giving love-potions was very criminal, as ShakCpeare with­
out qne!1:ion weJJ underftood. Thus the law, D. i mal.fieii .t hu. 
Da,le, cap. 17. of the Code, inti tied, Delta promillion del male­
ficio. " St.tuimo etiamdio, ehe. Ce aleun homo, 0 femina, harr. fatto 
" maleficii, iquali fe dimandano vulgarmente amatDrie, 0 '",erame,ote 
" aleuni altri malelicii, ehe aleun homo a femina fe haveffon in odio, 
" Ii. frullaet boJJado, et chehara confegliado pati Cea limile pena." And 
therefore in the preceding feene Brabantio eallt therb, 

-- arts in»ihit.4, and Dat if 'Warrant. WAR BUR TON. 
Though I believe Shakfpeare knew no more of this Venetian IllW' 

than I do, yet he was well ac~uainted with the edia$ of that fopient 
prince ,kin!; J arne. the lirfr, againft • 

_pr.aifers 
Of arts illhibited and out of warrant. S TEEV~NS. 

See p. 462., n. + MALONE. 

I) B eitll"ot, &c. ) This line is wantin, in the lirft quarto. 
STf:E"ltJf •• 

, 7 FDr r.ature fo prtpDfterD.J1y to trr-
Sans witchcraft ,.uld tlDt.) Omit to, fays Mr. Mafon," and thell 

the (entenee will be complete." 
Omillion is at all times the moft dangerou~ mode of emendation, 

and h.ere affuredly is unneceffary. We have again and again ha<l oc­
calion to..obferve. that Shakfpeare frequently begins to eonftrua a fen­
tence in one mode, alld endsjt in ano~her. See p. 2.39, n.6. Here 
he ufes cDuld ".t, as if he had written, has "Dt tbe power Dr capaci fy 
to, &c. It is not in IUtlire fo t. err; {he ko.ows not how to do it. 

, MALONE. 

DUNe 
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Duke. Whoo'er he be. that, in thif fool proceeamgr 

Hath thus beguil'd your daughter of herfelf, 
And you of her, the bloody book oflaw 
You !hall vourfelf read in the bitter letter, 
After you; own fenfe j yea, though. Our proper fon 
Stood in your aCtion 8. 

Bra. Humbly I thank your grace. 
Here is the man, this Moor; who,lD now, it fcem" 
Your fp ecial mandate, for the fi:ate affairs, 
Hath hither brought~ 

D uke, a11d Sen • We are very forry for it~ 
Duke. What, in your own part, call you fay to this? 

[to Othello~ 
Bra. Nothing, but this is fo. 
Otb. Moft potent, grave, and reverend iigniors, 

My very nohle and approv'd good mafi:ers,­
That I have taten away this old man's daughter~ 
It is mof!: true; true, I have married her; 
The very head aod front of my olfendin~ II , 

Hath this extent, no more. Rude am 1m my fpeechi 
And little blefs'd with the fet phrafi: of peace I j 

• 8 Stood ill J,.r ,,9ion~l WeR the DIan expofea to your ,"art. Ol' 
II ccufation. J O H~' ON. 

9 'Tile "urI b,ad lind front of",y off.ruling--] The .iIi", the 'Whole, 
unextenuated. JOH~ ION, 

A fimilar expteffion is found in Marlowe'. <['a",6urki •• , J 590: 
.. The man lhat in the jorth.lJd of hi. fortune. 
" Beares figures of renowne and miracle.'·, , 

Again, in <['roilul IJnd CrtjfiJa:. 
" So rich advantage of a promi,'d glory. 
" A s fmiles upon the/Drth.ad ofthia aaioa." MALONS. 

,I A"d liltl. bleji'd'With tbdet pbrafe of p.a,,;] Thus tile quarto .. 
:r6:n. The folio read_with ~foft phrale of peace. &ft may have 
been u(ed forjlil/ and c.!"" al oppofed to the clamours of war. So, iA 
Coriola"ul: 

.. __ Say to them, 
" Thou art their foldi". and, belnl bred 11l-6r.U,. 
" Haft Dot the foft way, which thou doft coDfefa 
" Were lit for th~e to ufe." 

A,ain, in .4"t'.J and CI!!t"t,1J I 
If __ 'Tn a worthy deed, 
" And /hall become you wdl, to ell treat YOW capto 
~f :ro foft and Stlltlc {fC'CCll." MALOJU. 
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, P er fince thefe a~ms of min had {even years' pith.; 
. Till now {ome nine moon~ waited, they have us'd 
Their deareft action ~ in tlietented field; 
And little of this great world can I fpea.k, 
More than pertains to feati! of broil and battle; 
And therefore little lhall I grace my caufe, 
in fpeaking for myfelf: Yet, by your gracious patience. 
,I will a round unvarnilh'd t<He deliver 
Of my whole courfe oflove; what drugs, what ch~ms. 
What conjuration, and what migh'ty magick. 
(~or fuch proceeding I am charg'd withal,) 
I won his daughter 3 . 

Bra. A maiden never bold; 
Of fpirit Co Itill and quiet; that her motion 
J31ulh'd at Ilerfe1f+; And Ihe,-in fpite of nature, 
..()f years, of country, credit, every thing,-
To fall in love with what fhe fear'd to look on? 
It is ajndgment maim'd, and molt imperfect • • 
That will confers-perfection fo could 'err 
Againll: all rules of nature; and mull: be drivea 
"To find out practice& of cunning hell, 
Why this !bould be. I therefore v<?uch again, 

.. 'Tbeir dearell: a8ion -] i. e. their moll i",porlllRI a61ion. Sec 
VI • VIII. y. "130, n. 6. MALO!l£. 

I (houJa~lve thefe words a more natural ligni/ication, and fUp?oCe 
.that they maD-their j,,,,,uur)tt aaion, ,the .aion moll dear [I) 

<them.~ Othello fays afterwards: 
" - I do agnize 
" A natural and prompt alacrity 
" 1 /iod in hardneCs." MASON. 

3 I 'W01/ bi. daugbter.] i. ·c. 1 won his daughter .. ilb: and fo all 
,t.he modern editors read, adopting an interpolatioll made by the editor ' 
4lf tile Cecond folio, who was wholly unacquainted with our poet" 
·metre and phrafeolollY. ID 'Tj",o" ~ Alb"" we luve the fame elli.p-
-w:al cxpremon: " 

.. Who had the world as my confeClionary, 
" The mouths, the .tDl,!&ue .. the eyes, and hearts of men, 
.. At duty, more dian I could frame ''''p[oJ.e.t [for]. 

:See alfo Vol. VHf. p. 47:t, n. 3. where feveral other iaftances of a 
"iimibr phrafeololY are colleCted. MALON!! • 

.;. J1lujh'd III herfelfj] Mr. Pope reads-at itJe1f, but wi thout 
neccffity. Shakfpcare. like other writen of his age, frequentl1 ufe, 
4h.c,p,,/o .. C, infteacl of the fl,utrlll pronoun. STI:r;v:&Ns. 

H h 3 That 
--------~~--~~--
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That with fome mixtures powerful o'er the blood, ' 
Or with fome dram conjur'd to this effea, 
He wrought upon her. 

Duke. To vouch this 5, is no proof; , 
Without more certain, and more overt tell: IS, 

Than thefe thin habits 7, and poor likelihoods 
Of modern feeming, do prefer agai::lft him. 

I . Sen. But, Othello, fpeak ,;-
Did you by indirect and forced .courfes ' 
Subdue alld poifon this young maid's affeaions 1 
Or came it by requeft, and fuch fair quefiion 
As foul to foul affordeth ? 

Oth. I do befeech you, 
Send for the lady to the Sagittary 8, 

And let her fpeak of me hefore her father: 
If you do find me foul in her report, 
The truft, the office, I do hold of you!>, 
Not only take away, but let your fentence 
Even fall upon my life. 
, Duke. Fetch Defdetnona hither. 

Olh.Ancient, condua them; you bell: know the place • .....; 
. . [Eotcunt lAco, and .Attenda~Jj~ 

5 'I'. "'Duch, &e.] The 6rft folio unit~s this fpeech with tbe pre~ 
ceding one of Brabanti.; and inll:ead of cerrai. read, 'Wit/,r. 

STItItV&N,. 
6 -O.,,,tl11,] Open proofs, external evidence. ]OHNSGN. 
'7 _ tbi. babirs,--

OJ mOdernjeeming,-] Weak /hew of /light appearance. 
JOFlN80N. 

50 mod"" is gener~Uy ufed by Shakfpeare. Sec Vol. UI. p. 396, 
21.6. anli Vol, IV. 'p. 409, n. 8. MALONE. 

The firll: quarto reads: 
'I b'I' are thin habits, and poore likelihOods 
Of modernJeemingJ.1'''· prefer al.inft him. 5TEEVENI. 

8 _ to Ib, Sagitta,},,] So the folio here and in • former patrJge. 
The quarto in both places read_the SlIgiullr. MALONE. 

The Sagittar) means the /ign of the fillitioul cfUture (0 caUed, i.. ' 
an anillllll compounded of man and horfe, and armed with a bow an<l 
~uiver. STEEVE1". 

. 9 <rbe t'"ft~ ke,) This line is wantin, ill the irftllUArlo. 
S~I~vaJlI. 

~n4 
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And, till ihe come, as truly~ as to heaven 
r ·do confers ~ ' th vices of my' blood, 
So juftly to your grave cars I'll prefent 
How I did thrive in this fair lady'910ve, 
And ihe in mine. 

/!)u~e. Say it, Othello. 
Ofh, Her father 

Lov'd me; oft invited me; ll:ill queftioll"d me 
'rhe fiory of my life, from year to year; 
The batrles, lieges, fortunes, that I have pafs'd,. 
I ran it through, even from my boyiih da.ys, 
To the very moment thathe bade me tell it. 
Wherein 1 fpake of molt d,ifaltrous chances, 
Of moving accidents, by flood, and field; 
Of hair-breadth fcapes i' the imminent deadly breach; 
Of being taken by tbe infolent fo.e, 
And fold to Jlavery; of my redemption thence, 
And portance in my travel's hiftory 3 : 

. Wherein 

1 - a, truly-,-] The 6rft .quarto reads, asfai(bfol. ST~!:VEN S . 
,. 1 do COIift}" &c, J This line is omitted in the tlrft quarto. 

3 And po'tance, &c.] I have refi:ored, 
And witb it all my t,Q'I1el', bijlo,y: 

from the old edi tion. It is in the reft, 

ST£EV.iN ," 

A/fIl portan" in "'1. t,a~.I', bijlory. , 
Rymer, i!, his criticiCm on this play, ·ha. chaRged it to por/tn t., in­

fie .d of p.r/ance. POPE. 
Mr. Pope has reftoled a line, to which there is Iitlle o'1jeflion, but 

which has ,!O force. I belieye po,(ane. was the autbor's word in fom" 
ceviCed copy, I read thus, 

()f being ___ 
- fold to fla",e'.!, if my rtdt"'P(iM tbence, 
And portance in't; my t,_el', bijlo,y. 

My redemption (rom flavery, and beha~iour in it. fOHN SON . 

I doubt much whether this line, as it appears in tne folio, came from 
the pen of ShakCpeare. The reading of the quarto may be weak, but it 
is {enCe; but what arf: we to und~ftand by my demeanour, or my 
(ufferingl, (whichever is the meaning,) i/O",y travel's bijlo,]' 

. MALONZ. 
1'"'11." i. a word already u{ed in Corio/uti, : . 

c. ---l:OI)kfrom you 
." The apprebenfion of hi' preCent porla,m, 
~ ~ch moJi SibiDgly, unllrayel:, be did f_19ioo," !ce-

H b t Spenfer 
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Wherein of antres vail 4, and defarts idle s, 
Rough quarries, rocks, and hills whofe heads touch heaven, 
It was ~y hint to fpeak 6, fuch was the procefs; 

I . 
Spenfer, in the thlrd Canto of the fecond BooJc. of the Faer] ~eetl, 
likewife ufes it, 

.. But for in court gay porla"nte he perceiv'd." ST SEVENS, 

4 Wber.in of antres ",aj. &c.] DifcolirCe of this lIalure made the 
fubjea of the politeft converfation,. whet. ".yages Into, and difeo­
veries of, the new world were all in ""'glle. So when the Ballard 
F au1conbridge, in Kin'f Jobn, defcribes the bChaviour of upll:art great­
nefs, be makes one 0 the effential cireumftaneel of it to be this k ind 
of table-talk. The falbion th~n running aJtogether in this way, it is 
no wonder a young lady of quality /holild be lrutk with the billory of 
an adventurer. So tbat Rymer, wbo profeffedly ridicule. this wbole 
ci<cumftanee, and the noble author of the Cb"ra!i,rijliCl, wbo more 
obliquely fneers at it, only expoCc; their own ignorance. WAR. U l\ TON, 

Whoever ridicules this account of the progref. of love, lI,ews his 
ignorance, not onlr of nHiorr, bot of nature and manners. It is no 
wonder that, in any aae. Or Ut &Dy nation, a lady, reclufe. timorous, 
and delicate, Ibould deEre to bear of eYenn and fcenes which Ibe 
could never fee, and /hould admire the man who had endured dangers, 
and performed aaion., which, however great, were 'YEt magnified by 
her timidity. JOIJlUON • 

• 5 -and defam idle,] Every mind is lia~le to abCenee and inadver­
tency, elfe Pope (who read_defarts 'Wild,) co~ld neve: have rejea., 
ed a word (0 poetically beautiful. Idl, iii an epithet uCed t:> e"prefs the 
infertility of tbe chaotic It ftau, in the SaIWQ trantlatioll of tbe I'enta­
teuch. JOHNSON. 

SO, jn the C.",.d, of Errors, 
<r Ufurping ivy, briar, or idl. mor .... 

Nr. Pope migbt have found the epithet alilJ in all tJte three laB: 
(olios. STJlZVIUII. 

The epithet, idle, which the ignorant editor of the (econd folio did 
not underftand, :lnd therefore changed to 'WiiJ, is confirmed by another 
pafTage in tbis aet " - either to have it fieri! witb idltn.f., Of 
manur.d with induftry." MALON". 

- •• 1,,,-] Ca",,, and dtll •• IO.IISON. 

CJ It '''"'' "'J hint to fptd,) Thul tbe folio. The quarto, J6z:a 
read., It was my beftt to fpeak. MALOJ"'. . 

Hent occun :It the conc1ufion of the fourth A£i of /iI'-fu" for M,,,. 
fur.. It is derived from the Saxon Bllfta", and QiCaJI', to tak, bolt!. if, 
(0 f.i:.:.,. 

" -- the Gravell: citi~en 
" Have bent tile gates: 

But in the very next page. Othell. uYI: 
- Upon tbi. billt I fpake. . 

ft il cCltain t!leref'OlC that than. i. IIDllece1I'''1, STJ:lUJU. 
~ AnI! 
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Anu of the C;annib~ls that each other eat, 
The Anthropophagl, and mcq' whore heads 
Do grow beneath their /houlders 7. Thefe things ttl hear, 
Would Defdemona ferioufly incline: . 
Eut frill the houfe affairs would draw her thence; 
Which ever.as /he could with hafte difpatch, 
She'd come '!-Kain, and with a greedy ear . 
Devour up my difcourfe a: Which I obfe.t'ving, 
"1'ook once a pliant hour; and found good means 

7 __ ",.11 '.wbo!e h .. tI, 
Do grvw beft.eath their' jholl./tlm.] Of there men there is an ac~ 

J:ount in the interpolated travels of Maniloyille, a book of that time. 
.• . JOHN.ON. 

The Cannibals aDd AnthrDpoph:ZK; wrre known tt) an Bngli1li audience 
before Shakfpeare introduced them. In the Biflory ofOdandD F/lriojo. 
play'd for the entertuinm<\l)t of (Lueen Elizabeth, they are mentioned. 
ln the very fir!!: [cene; and RaJelih {peaks of people .hole headl ap~ 
pear not abov. their iliouJders. 

Again, in the 'Iragldy of LDcrine, I S9 5 r 
." Or where the bloody Anthropopha(i 
" With greedy jaws devour the wa,nci"ring wights." 

The poet might likewife have read of them in Pliny's Nat. HijI. 
tranflated by P. Holland, 190r, and in Stowe's Cbrol1icle. 

STJ:EVJ:NS. 
Our poet h~s again in 'Ibl'Iem,tfJ mentioned "men whofe heads 

ftood in their breaas." H'~ had In both places probably. Hackluyc'. 
royagel, 1598, in view :_CO On tbat branch wbich is called Caora, are 
a nation . 'of people 'WboJe betJdtl tJpptare ftot aD",e tbeir ]boulders:­
~hey are reported to have their eyes in their 1houlders, and their 
mouthes in the middle of their breafts." 

Raleigh alfo has given an account of men whofe heads do grow be­
neath tbeir 1houlders, in his De!,,;pti.n of (JuI4I1a, pubh1hed in .J 590, 
jI book that witllout doubt Shakfpeare had read. MALUNE. 

~ _ tJnd 'Witb a greedy ear 
Devour, up ",y difcD/lrje: ] So, in Marlowe's L/ljI:, DDmU,j,,,. 

written before 1 S93: 
" Hang both your grudy ea" upon my lips j 
" Let them d.",o/lr ",y fp.ec/J." 

.Asain', in Spenfer's Fa"y E{ue,,.e, B. VI. c. ix. 
" Whyleft thus he talkt, the knight 'Witb gu.& ,a" 

_" Hong ftill upon his melting mouth attento" MALONI. 

f' Iliacof'lue itenmi clemens audire labores 
~J E~pofgt, peIIdc~lIO itcrum llaaaati. ab ore." Yirg. 

MASON. 

T(I 
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To draw from :her a prayer of earnell heart, 
That I would all my pilgrimage dilate. 
Whereof by parcels fue had fomething heard. 
But not intentively 9: I did confent; 
And often did beguile her of her tears. 
When I did fpeak of Come diftrefsful ftroke. 
That my youth fulfer'd. .My Ilory eing done, 
She gave me for my pains a world of 11ghs I : 

She fwore,-In faith, 'twas' fti'ange, 'twas pailing ftrang.e ; 
'Twas pitiful, 'twas wondrous pitiful: 
She wifh'd, fue had not heard it; yet fue wifu'd 
That heaven had made her {uch a man: fue thank'd me i 
And bade me, if I had a friend that lov'd her •. 
I fuould but teach him how to tell my fiory. 
And that would woo her. Vpon this hint. I fpake; 
She lov'd me for the dangers I had paft; 
And { lov'd her. that (he did pity them. 
This only is the witchcraft I have os'd ; 
Here comes the lady. let her witnefs it. 

E/ltfT DESDEMON A, IAGO, and Attelldanll. 
Dullt. I think, this tale would win my daughter too._ 

Good Brabantio. . 

9 But not intentively!-] Thul the· eldeft: quarto. The folio reaqs 
inftinE1ivtly. Perhaps it 1),1ould be, d~i"Bi-vtly. . 

Th. lIIII word, however, may ftand. Inlulion and atteJltion were 
once (roonymous. So, in .. play called The IjIe of Ou"s, 1633: 
.. Grace'l at litting down they cannot faUlt" it for hunger," i. e, at­
tt"d to it. Defdemona, who was often ulled out of the room on the 
(core ofhoufe-aft"airs, could not have heard Otbtllo's tale in/wi""I" 
i. Co with amnti." t. all its parts. 

Again, in Ch.pman's Verlion of the OdyITeYI B. VIll. 
" For our /hips know th' expreffed mind. of men; 
.. And will fo moll: inttlft;"'ely ,etaine 
" Their fi:opes appointed, that they never erre." ST xx VUII. 

Shakfpeare hal ~ready ufed the word in rhe fame fenfe in hi. Mer,:! 
Wi., .. of WindJo,: «~/he did courfe over my exteriors with filch a 
,recdy inunti..... See alfo Vol. VIII. p • .s, n. 4-

DijlinEli.,ely was the canjellural emendatioD of the editor of the (e­
eond folio, who never examined a lingle quarto copy. MALONE. 

I _ /I '/Jorld of6gh. :] It was l!Jfo' in the latl. editions: but this 
is evidently the true reading. Th .. lady had been forward indeed to 
~ive him a 'World .f kiJfis upon the bare recital of hi. /lory; nor doe. 
it agree with the following lines. POPE. 

Sil.bl i. the reading of the 'iuarto, 16u; Hfftl of the folio. MALONX. 
Tak!= 
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Take up th is mangl~d matter at the beft: 
Men do their bruJ.ie · weapons"rather ufe, 
Than their bare hands . 

Bra. I pray you, hear her fp'eak; . 
,If fhe ,f;onfefs, that fhe was haIfthe wooer, 
Deftruttion on my head", if my bad b I).{lle 
Light on the man I-Come hither, gelltle miftrefs; 

' Do you perceivein all this ,nobl,e company; , 
Where molt you owe obedience? 

lJif. My noble father, 
1 do perceive here a divided duty: 

4-iS 

'fo you I am bound for life, and education; 
My life,' and educatjon, both do learn.me 
How to refped you; you are tlie lord of duty 1, 

I am hi,therto your daughter: But .here's my hulband; 
And fa much duty as my mother fhew'd 
To y.o", preferring you before her fathe,r 41 
So much I challenge. that I may profers 
pue to the Moor ~ my lord. 

Bra. God be with you !-I have done :­
Pleafe it your grace, on t6 the ftate affairs; 
I had rather to adopt a chi~d, than get it ........ 
,Come hither, Moor: ' 
! here do give thee that with all my heart, 
Which 5, but thou haft already, with all my hear~ 
I would keep from thee.-For your fake, jewel •. 
I am glad at, foul I have no other child; 
For thy efcape would teach me tyranny, 
To hang clogs on thern.-I have done, my lord. 

" fJejJrulilion, &0.] The quartos read, de!!ruC1:iol) lig'" on "ft, 
ST J!:E'VI:N'. 

1 rou art the'o,d of duty.] The fir/!: quarto read~, 
• You are lord of all my duty. STI:EVE!iiS. 

:!' AndJo ",/lCD duty a, my motber fhew'd . 
To you, preferrinr you before ber father, &c.] Perhaps Shakfpeare 

had here in his thpughu the--.anCwer of the younge/!: daughter of lng, 
king of the Well: Saxons,: to her father, which he (urns to have co.. 
pied in Killg Lt.,.. See Vol. VIIl. P.' 486. MALONE. 

!. WiJi,b, lee.] Tai.liDc il omitted jn thc lidt quarto. STUUN,. . . . 
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Ddt. Let ~e (peak like y011rl'c:t(6; and lay a lett. 

tcnee, 
Wh.ich, as a grife T, or fiep, mar help thefe IOVln 
Il\to your (avour '. 
When remedies are pafl, the griefs are ended II, 
By {CJing the worft, which late on hopes depended. 
To Mourn a mifchief that is pafl and aone, 
Is 'th'\ next way to draw new mifchieton I. 
What cannot be preferv'd whcn fortunc takes, 
Patience' her injury a mockery makes. 
1'he robb'd, that fmiles, !teals fomething from the thief; 
Hc robs hilllfelf, that (pends a bootlef. grief. 

Bra. So t.t the Turk of Cyprus us beguile; 
'We lofe it not, lO lon, as we can fmile. 
HOo'bears the fentence well, that nothing bears 
But the tree comfort which from thence he hears S : 

But he bears both the fentencc and the forrow, 
That, to pay grief, mull ()f poor paticnce borrow. 

Ii Let., Il,d fli. your jl1/;] T_ duke feeml to lIII:an, whcll, 
'lie (I1.1le ..m fl'"k like Brabantio, that he wlU fpeak (ententiou1ly. 

, TOHNIO)l. 
Ln _ fp_Hlk. , •• ,j,Ij;J i. eo let me (peak as ,.cllrfelf would 

Ipcak, were you .. ttoO trulda heated wi th paBiOll. Sir J. II E l' JiI OLD •• 

7 -IIJ " grlf',1 Orhu from lUI''''' A ",i.e' in hp.~ So ill 

"'~.r _ (~Oftl")' ,rUu of fortune 
" flllocith d by diat below."-

Ben Jonf~. in his S~/IIII", gi.e. the otiainl1 word I 

. "Whom ,..hen be fl" lie fpread on the tUer'"'" 
In the ",Ul ol K. HCIlty VI. where the dimcntWna of Kina" Col. 

Iegt: thlpCi .e.eahsbriclge .te let down, the word ottun, II fpelt ia 
Come of the o\:i editions of Shakfpeare. "- From the pro.oa',llau. 
unto the lrettlealled GuJ., Ch.,.;. 90 (eet." ST •••• " •• 
. • lilt' yo.r Jawllr. J This is w&Ilcin, in the follo, but found in tho 
«Inrto. J 0 H I .. ON. 

9 When run,dillilre Pfljl, tlu I,itf. are ,,,dd,-] Thil our poet hal 
elfewhere uprcfTed by a COlllmon proverbial {entente. P4 til" " pill 
~fl earl. See Vol. X. p. 113, n. S. MAJ.OW&. 

I _._ miCthief on.) The 'luano. rCllCl-_. lliif~eI'_ 
. ST ••••• h 

S Bllt the ',i, co_/m • ..bleb ft .. tb"." h'~~ But tho mora I 
• peepU of eonColatlon, which arc nbcrall,. .. the occ&fiOIl 

ef ~ fentenee. JOHNION. 

Thefc 



THE MOOR OF VXNICE. 
There fentences. to fugar, or to gall. 
Being ilrou,g on both fides, are equivocal: 
But words are words;- I never yet did hear, 
That the brou'd heart was pierced through the ear !. 

I humbJy 

• Bllt _lII'd. tire eord.; 1 •• 91tr Jet did 1",,,, 
, ntlt I., br.is'd hetlr, WtlI pierced Ibr.ugb Ib, 'tlr.) Thefe IIlqral 
preceptl, faYI Brabantio, may perhaps b.e founded in wl.fdom, but they 
arc of no avail. Word. after all are but words; and I n.ver yot heard 
that confolatory fpceches could "tltb and p.nllrall the .filiaed heart, 
through the medium of the ear. 

Brabantio here exprefi"es the fame fentiment as thl! f.tller of HeJOO 1111 
Much ado ab.." No/bi"g, when he derides the attclllph of thClfc c0m­
forters who in vain endeavour to 
>,\ " Charm ad,. with air, ao4 agoq11ricla fIJ.,lh.... . 

Our authour has in various places /hewn a (onc\nef. fcir this anti;o 
thefis between the b.art and ,.,.. Thus. in bU 1', •• , at( :&m.i" 

" Thls dumal cry r:i,ng. fadly in her ,IU, 
I< Through whicb it enter., to fllrpriCe ber b'IWI." 

Again. in.M.,b ~dQ .b,"I"NotUng i .. My coulin teIl& 4i1ll in hit 
i.r, tbat he is in her beart." 

AgaiDt in Cy.,b.line, 
~, - J have fucb • .,.,., a. both ~ fan 
" M \1ft not ill hafte abufe." 

Again, in his Rape if L"c,,(,: 
" His ,.,·her prayer. adlllitl, but hi./mIN paatet& 
" No ptIJ'trahk entrance to her plaini"I~" 

, A doubt baa been entertained concerning the wold forml, 1Iihlclt 
Dr. War~D fuppofed to mean .o.ndld, aDd therefore lll~ 
li,,1II la ita 'roo".. But p",tlll i. merely a fipratift expmuon, an" 
means Dot .".ri1HI6d, bu~ Jlf!Detrated, i. II _,tu";,.Jjn/,; tho. 
roughly affcacd I a. in ~"followillg palfage ill Shaklpcare', 4eta 
(OIUl,t I 

., My hrll" doth plead, that thou in IWad9ft lie J 
" A dolet never pitr". with cry1bl eyc.... . 

So alfo, in LO'f1'" Lllbo",', ull: 
" Honeft pla\n words beAp"'te the _ofF"'" 

Again, in <[,b~ Mercbant of Yem" : 
" With {weeteil: touchu ph,." yout mUire',' ttlt'." 

In a Word, a brart pierced tb,llUgb tb, la" is a bcart which (to uf. 
OlD' poet', worda dCewhere.) hal g,_ttl .. /tr"",ahl, '1/1'11"" to the 
laD",I,e of conl'oIation. S~n 'The Mirr"" for Mat.iftrtltu, 1575 I 

" My t>1t-, plai.,-the hardeft ,.art ma), pi"."," 
SpenCer h.. UC4 the word aaaly in the fame fiaurative fenCe ill 

wGicJa·.I1: i, hire .. plo~ j F.U] ~_" B. VJ. e, ix I 
!' Whyle/! 
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I'humbly befeech you, proceed to the affairs of fiare. 

Duke. The Turk with a moil: mighty preparation 
makes for Cyprus :':"OtheIIo, the fortitud.e of ~he plllce 
i s beft known to you: And thougr.. we Jlave there a Cub ... 
fti tute of moft aIlow'd fufficiency, yet opinion, a fo •.. 
vereign minrefs of effeCl:s, throws a mwe fafer voice dI. 
you: you mull: therefore be cont~nt to {lubber the glGfs 
of your new fortunes with tilts more fiubbol'.n and 
boifl:erous expedition. 

Oth. The tyrant cuftom, moft grave fenators, 

" Wh/lell: thus he talkt. the knight with greedy eare 
" Hong Ilill upon h is melting mouth attent; 
" Whofe fenfefuU 'Words empierjl h:s hart fo neare, 
.. That he was rapt with dQuble ra"iiliment." 

And in his Fourth Eook, c. viti. we have the very words of the 
text: . • 

" Her 'Words,~-----
C( Which, paffing througb the eares, would pieru the bart." 

Some porfons have fuppoied tbatpiereed when applied metaphorically 
~o the heart, Lan only be ufe~ tt,> exprefs pain ; that the poet might 
have (aid, pierced with gri;t; or piered with plaints, &c. but that t<l 
talk of pieding a heart wIth conJola/Dry fpeeche" is a cataehrefis: but 
tHe pa([age ~bove quoted from Spenfer's fixth book fh~ws that there is 
no ground fer the objetl:ion. So alCo, in Marlowe's 'ranrburl'flinf, 1590. 
we find- , 

" Nor-thee nor them, thrice noble Tamburlaine, 
" Shall want my b"", to be 'With gladnefs piere'd." MA.I..9NI!:. 

<J'bat the bruis'd h,art 'War pierced tbrough rh. Mr.j ShaJcfpeare 
was continually changing his firft expreffion--fCJr another, either Il:ronger 
or more uncommon i fo that very often the ..tader, who ht i not the 
fame continuity or fucceffiol'l of ideas, is at a 10fs for itS meaning. 
Many or Shakfpeare's uncouth ftrained , ep!th\tl, may be expLaip.,ed, by 
going back to the obvlous and fimple expreflion, which 'is moll Iikely ,to 
occur to the mind ill that /late. I can imagine the nrll: mod~ of ex~ 
preffioll that occurr~d to the poet was this: 

. 11 'roubled heart was never cured by words. 
To ~ it poetical force, he altered the phrafe : 

The wounded heart was never reached through the ear. 
'IYouniletl heart he changed to ~roken, ~nd that to bruif.li, as a more 

un~ommon expreffion. Reacbed he altered to t •• eeed, and the tranli~ion 
j. rhen eafy to pierced, i. e. thoroughly touched. When the fentim~nt 
il b.rought to tbis Il:ate, the commentator, without this 'UnfavcUinG 
due, expounds piere;"g tbe heart in its common acceptation, ""oUllding 
,'be burr, which making in this place nonfenfe, is "Corretl:cd to I'ltrcf'4 
tb, ImJrt. wh~h is YC/1 ftilfJ, and, as Pololli", 'ays, is" 'fJi1I:p'br"ft. 

Sir I. RIYNOI.DS. 

Hath 
l 

J 



THE MOOR OF VENICE. 479 
Hath made the flinty and freel couch of war 
My thrice-drjven bed of down": I do agni:z.e S 

A natural and prompt, alacrity,. I 
I find in hardnefs; :iud do undertake 
Thefe prefent wars*' againf! the Ottomites. 
'Moft h\lmbly therefore bending to your frate~ 
I crave fit difpofition for my wife; • 
Due reference of place, and exhibition 6 ; 

With fuch ac,commodation. and be[ort# 
As levels with her ,br!!eding. 

Duke. If you plea[e, 
Be't at her father's. 

Era. I will not have it fo. 
Oth. Nor I. 

• De.[. Nor I; I would not there raCtde, 
To put my father in impatient thoughts, 
By being 10 his eye. Moft gracious duke, 
To my unfolding lend a gracious ear 7; . 
And let me nnd a c~atter in'your voice 8, , 

.. - tbriet-dri'fltn hed of do~un:-] A ,dr;.,e" bed, 'is a bed for 
which the feathers are {~Ieaed, by lir;",ing with a fan, which {epa-
rates the light from the htavy. JOHNSON. • 

5 - I do agnize-] i. e. ackllowledG,e, confefs, avow. STEEVENS. 
It is fo, defined in Bullokar's Englijh E"!ofiIOr, Svo. 1616. 

, I M,AI.ONJ:. 

*' Thefe pre/ent 'Warl-] The quarto 16"", and the folio, by an error 
of the prefs, bave-tbil pn{cnt wan. For the emendation I am re­
fponfible. MAr.01<lt. 
, 6 I (raJ/efit difpojilio1J /" my 'Wife; , 
, Du,. rererence of pl4lt, and e",bihition~ &c.] I defire, th3t proper 
difpojition be ,made tor PlY wife; that /!te may have predm n(y, and 
rw.pue, accommodation, and company, (ui,table to I;>er ranie. 

For riference of place, the old qU'artos have re'ference, which ;Han­
mer has received', I /!tau/dread" Jue preference ofplaet,-.joHNSON. 

E;(bibition'is allowance. Tl;1e word is at pre(ent ufed only at th~ 
univerfitie.. STl!:ltVIlNB. 

See V~l. VIII. p. 507. n. 3' MaLONE. 
7 _ Mofl graciou. duk" ' 

<j'o"'y ""folding I,nd a~acious ear;] Thusthe quarto 16~~. , The 
folio, to ,"aid the repetition of the fame e~jthct, reads :_your pro/­
IlrO~' c:ar. i. e, your propitioul ellr. STZi:VENS. 

" - a ,bflrtlr in 10Mr "'~i",] Let your [",vllllr Irifli/.ge me. 
, JOHNSON. 

To 
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To affift my umplenefs 9, 

Duke. What would you, Defdemona? 
De): That I did love the Moor to live with him, 

My down-right violem:e and ftor of fortun s ~ 
May 

\I T. a,/!1jI ",y fl~ltn1s, ] The Jirl!: 'lua~to reads this as an un­
fini/bed (entence r 

And ifmy limplenef. - STEEYJ:NS. 
I ~ down.rigbt ",iol."" and jlorlD of Jorlllnts-] riolt~ce is not 

'lJ;oltnct jufftrtd, but violtnct 8.d. Breach of common rules and ob . 
ligations, The old quarto has, jt:'Jrn of fortune, which is perhaps the 
true reading. JOHNSOl'l, . 

I would rather co';'tinue to read jly'" of f.rt,,,,,r, on aCCO\lnt of Ih~' 
words that follow, VIZ, May trumpet to tbe 'Zu"ld. • 

So, in King Htnry IP. P. I : 
" ""'- the (outhern wind 
Ct Doth play the trumpu to his purpores.:: 

Again, in Tro;uJI and Cr • ./fida: . . 
" __ (0 

., Doth valollr', mew, and valour's worth, divide. 
" lnjlorms o/fortunt." STEEVI:"S. 

So, in King Htllry PIll. 
l( An old m.n broken with the jI.,,,,. or fiatt.'" . 

Thullpreffion in the text is found in Spenl'er's Fatry ~m'. B. VI. 
c. 9. " 
, 4' Give leave awhile, good father, in this /bore 

.. To r.ell: my barcke, which hath bene beaten late , 
•• WhhjlorrM' o/foTUI .. t ~d tempelluous fate." , 

And. Ba~on, in hia lfipo,j. of lUng Htnr~ tb. Swentb, hal ufcd the 
fame language: .. The: king in his ac.:qunt of peace and cum. did 
much overcall: his foft""", which proved for many yean together fuU 
of broken {eas, tides, and teltlpejl,." , 

Mr. MaCon objech, that Mr. Steevens har'nc)tel:plaintd thel. word •• 
Is any explanation wanting? 'Or can he, who 'has read in Ha",ltr, that, 
a judicious player "in the I.mpejl and-whirl""illd of hi, pajJi,,, /bould 
acquire and beSet a temperance ;" who has hurd Falftatf with for 
• tt",~tjl of provocation; and finds in T,oil", and CrtjJidtl-" in tlm 
wind and ""ptjl of her frown," be at a lo(s to underftand the meanlhg 
of a jlo,,,, of fOrtun4' ? By her tI,w",ilbt ",iol.nCllZq jlo,ttlltf fori""" 
Defdemona' without doul>t means, the bold and deci/ive mea(ure {ne 
had taken, of following the dillates of pamon lind li.ing herfelf to th~ 
Moor I reprdlefs of .her parent', difpleafure. the forma oCher coun­
try, and the futu ... inc:onvonience Ibe might be (ubjea to, y" tying 
her duty, benty, wit, and for,n.s, in III e&travaaut IIld whccli_, 
firan,er, of ~clUl4 ....,. wbc,rc:: ' 

o. 
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May trumpet ~o the world; my heart's fubdu'-d 
~ven to the very quality of my1lord ~: 
1: faw Otllello's vifa.ge il11ri, mind 1 ; 
And La his honours, and his valiant parts_ 
Did I my foul and fortunes confecrate. 
So that, dear lords, if I be left behind, 
.J!!. moth of peace, and he go to the war, 

# The rites, for which I Jove him, are bereft me, 
And I a heavy interim {hall fapport 
By his dear abfcllce: Let me go "rith him. •• 

O/h . Your voices, lords + ~-befeech you, let her will 
Have a free way. 

'On looking into Mr. Edwards', rem arb, I lind lie explains there 
words nearly in the f_1: mllnner. "Do'IU.ri~bt .;~/."t,," (ay, he, 
~, means, the unbridled impetuoflty with wb>cb her pa1lion hilt'<­
ried her bn to this Illl ..... ful marriage; and jler. 0/ fortllll" may lig­
nify the llazard ihe thereby ran, of making i1Upwreck of her worldly 

erell:. Both very agreeable to what /he fays a little lower_ 
er .:... to his honours «nd Iti, Yali.nl p~rts 
t< Did [my (ow andforlU." confecrat~." MA.LO"1:. 

S Ev." tD lb. 'fI"Y quality if8Y k.wr] The fitft qaa.rto reads, 
Evert to the "t, .. jI tJl.f"'~- !iTa.VEN s. 

Q..uality here mealll prff'.f}ifhl. .~ 1111 (0 lIIoch ~amoured of 
Othello, tJiat I am eve. wlillng to end.-e aU tbe ineont'e8iellCei inti. 
clent to a miiitllr, l!j •• and to attend him te the wars." "I cannot 
rnervaile," (faidLord Eflex to Mr. Aihton, aPuntaa preaQherwho wat 
lent to him;,n the Tower,) " though my prote'ftatioDI are not believed 
of n~ eneJllies, .wl.en thry Co little prevafle with a ~111 of your 'lila­
/' ." See aUo p. &67, n. I. 

That thlt is th~ meaning, appean not only f",m tbe t ui", of the 
quarto,_It.y heart', fubdued, even to tb ... tmo} tim/II" of my lord, 
i. e. fo as to prompt me to go witb him wherever he ci/h .. I ihould 
,go," but olfo from the whole tenovr of Defdemolta's (peech; . the 
purport of wb.ich is, that as /he had mamied a f.ldi.,., f. ~e WIS ready 
-to accompany him to the wars, aJld to conlecrate her foul and fortunr. 
to . s hO~Ollrt\ and his valiant parts; i. e. t. ~ttC1ld him wherever hi, 
fIIlilita,., eb.till" and bis I.v. ofpr ... llIould call him. MALONS • 

. i J fll'W O,ln/I.', "'ifill' i. bi ... i?ld;] It _II: raife no wonder, that 
I loved, man of all appearance (0 Httle eng~iDg; I raw his face only 
.in <hie miJld; tke greatnefl orhit charaau re~onciled me to his form. 

JORNSbN • 

• r..,.,,. v.im, I.dl:] The flllio relds, Ltt «r l>nI. J",r v Die,. 
ST&I:VJ:tr •• 

VOL. IX. Vouch 




