R

fays he, in all Probagility the ls
“my Works that 1 fball Revife, &¢

<3
b

e T ,
- Then he enquires into the Reafon that might
Influenge theyublic in behalf of his Works 4.
Ll v, :
““Heafterwards Examines the Nature of thof®
Graces and Delicacies which are neceffary tore-
commend aWork of Wit sNow,if any Man asks
¢ me, What this lenefsand this Saleis? |
“ I.Anfwer, That ivisa Jewe Jcay quoy, which ‘,;
¢ mgy be better® conceiv’d than deferib’d. Bue
~ ¢ yet in my Opinion, it principally confifts in"~
 toffering nothing to the Reader but true
- ¢ Thoughts and juft Expreffions. The Mind
¢ of Man is naturally fallof aninfinite Num- =
' $ber of confus’d Idcas of Trath, which he ¢
- ¢ oftentimes perceives but by Halves ; and no-
¢ shing pleafes him more, than when any of |
¢ thefe Ideas are prefented to him well allu.
¢ ftrated and fetin a good Light. Whatisa
~\¢ New, Brillant, Extraordinary Thought? Iris
¢ not, as Ignorang  perfude themfelves, a
» ¢ Thought which no Body ever had, nor was
™¢ likely to have had. Buc on the Contrary, a |
" & Thought which every Body might have had,
¢ and which fome one Bethinks himfelf of ex- -
& preffing the ficft, dre. *¥. iy
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ks 1d Twenty Times given,fiill look'd A\C_dﬁ!'
y, the Ruﬂerm be had made on 45u¢ -
‘le*on, and who reported, thar while

. pos’d the Faults of thofe Authors he bhad not Jaw
b %m to thew good Qugluties ; he Anfwers them,
' X Tay, by repeating the [ ords be had before
: ws’d upon that Occafion im the refue to thwo

’rﬂ'eedmg Edztions.

m -of this new Edition ; and laitly Anfwers A
avho Nmnbﬁudug the folid Reafows he

'a"":: While this Edition was P"P“'"B f°’ the ‘|

ﬁc Public, Monficur Boivin, the King’s L;brary

*« Keeper, communicated to Monfieur Defpreasx.

fome Obfervations he had made upon the old

- Manufcripe of Longinus, which is in thar $i- .

,‘ brary, and is an Original with Refpet to all
- the other Manafcripts of that Author that are
~at this Day to be found.. He added therero
* fome very curious Remarks upon the famous -
' Qde of Sappho, Which L ig 11145 hath “prefery’d,

 and which is feen in ns Manufeript more -
Corrett than in any othcr Thefe Obfcrvmons/
- of Monfieur Boivin-were fo highly ﬁng to

might

Mounfienr Defpreaus, that he deﬁr’d
- +be Printed in his Book next to thofe of Mon-
“eur Dacier ; as we are inform’d in the fhopt
f Advert _/mmrt that precedes them: Whilft thefe

A
v

f

E
B
g
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.’ Remarfs henpad lrkewife made upon

) mafah

wwmﬂhrl Mi h"ﬁ
W*Nuﬁ«rl;ef ruu‘;/"a-cwq) ;

Kﬂ“g :d Manafeript which remains

¢ famous Library, and Monfieur 1efpreas
was of Opimion the Public might kﬁplm'd with fee- gi
ag thim fubjoin'd to Mpnfieur Dacier’s. i

T-he molt renfarkable Piece m this New Edr-

iy non is the Letter which Monfieur Defpresss

“\

N

wrote to Monfieur Perraui: after their ccon-“:
ciliation ; it contains feveral very curions Pacs |
viculars, and well deferves that 1 fhould take 3
fome Notice of it here. He tells him 323;
That- fince the Public had bebc: %an of
uaryel, it was likewife fit they fhould “9“‘"
ﬁmﬂ: their Recon{;:ﬁlu. and that they mc;
become very Friends. He adds, That thewr |
,Dxfpzte was [carce at an End, but Monfisur Per- |
ent him his Works, as e buwfelf had M
ch Like Yo, Monfieur Pervaule®; and tha: notwath.
- fasding thofe mutuak Csvalisses they itsll adber'd ‘Q
each 1o the fame Seniiments as before ; that is to i
Sy, Monfieur Perrault in a firm Refolution not 5o
have over much Eiteem enther for Homer or Yxr-"};

- gily and Monficar Delpreaux, their confians yp[w-

[dlu Admirer.

caux aftcrwards asks Mou-»
Vhat it was hat could Ingenfe ba;.m

v_i
* o
e
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< x ©
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blic hm :Zdeﬁd tothoﬁ:AVn
: Ile Names the greateft Part,all
hey deferv’d. - Tour [elf; Sir, for W
,1!3 Can you complain of amy Injuftice dowe
- Dislogwe © ve and ﬁnnendfhl Ps
Pm» upon Painting,”y ?7':). Epiftte to Mon=
de la Quintinie , and uny other excel- "
Pieces of your Compofing ? He Rkewife fhows,
it could not procecd from amy fear.
Tép. ¢ ‘Moderns fbould [poil themfelves by imitating
lncmm fince ‘on the contra was to
" this very Imstation thar Corneille, rl{umc, and
;‘Mierc, ow’d the &ucceﬁ of their Wrmag: e

%Ileﬂlcrcfore believes, That this Heat and
of his againit the Ancients might
jnv’ﬂl Probabili occafion’d ‘by Meeting
| ¢ with fome of thofe Sophifts, who Study more
. ¢ to enrich their Memories than theif Mmds;
¢ and who having neither Wit,. Judgment, nor
. ¢ Tafte, cltcem the Ancients only becaufcllw
are-}lh:m ts; who *think that Reafon can’t
&k any other Language than Greek or

im, and condemn at: firft Sight all-thatis
‘writ in any Modern Tongue, merely becaufe]
*tis l‘.ﬁadmu l:dh.:ii thefe ridiculous Admm
of y fgufted him againft admi-
¢ ring ms wondertul'in the Ancm;»::d

!t




hfbe Approbation of [ome few eith
Ahe 5t5y or truly Learned 5 but to & com-
int and unamimons Admiration exprefsd by

w of Senfe and Tafle in all Ages, anmong whom,
‘he, were more than, one Alexander or one
_ Cafar. - A s

} g ’ 3R o) K
“Monfieur D¥/preaux afterwards fhews, That
Monfieur Perraw/t and himfelf did not diffee
fo much in Opinion as fome People might ima-
gine.  Tour Defign, fays he, is to [bew that as &
ro the Kpowledge, efpecially of the fine Arts, and
the Belles Letcres, our Age, or, to [peak berter, |
that'of - Louvrs THE GREAT, # wot only
comparable, but [uperior 1o all the moft famous 101
of Antiquity, and even torhat of Avguftus. Tow
will then be furpriz’d, adds he, when 1 rell you,

N\ That gs to that partscular, 1 am entirely of your
Opinion’y and 1n cafe my Bllfinefs or 1 '

i |
.a
-

wou'd give ‘wre leave, 1 wou'd joyn with yow u
N the Proofs of ir. :
: ‘fwj‘He,'" however, tells him, That be fbow

make ufe of different Arguments, and take [n

.. V' Precantions and Meafures as he had not do

 Thac he fhow'd not oppofe, ltke Monfienr

- raule, ther own Nation and Age alowe to |

@l orher Nutions and Ages- together ;- but
&) ' A -
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cin they excel’d us, and wherein we [urpafd
bem, 1 am wvery much miftaken, adds l:e',’lfl
camnet prove that the Advantage isgaltogether om
&Z.w Monfieur Defpreaux aft€rwards giges
Example of the Method he wou'd »
this Examination, when be [bou’d come to the
g ¢ of Augultus ; afier which, headds, That.

7

thing remain’d to :ax?mr{bm- Reconciliation,
d prevent all further Difputes between them, but -
at they fhould endeavour caeh to cure his

wn Failings.

¢ This, Sir, continues be, is what I was ve-
ry defirous the Public fhould know: and to
aform them thoroughly of it, 1 do my felf
&-Honour to write you this Letter, whieh
$iatend to Publith in the new Edition of my
Works. I woud willingly have fupprefs’d
fome few Railleries, a httle too Sharp, which
~wnwarily fell from me in my Reflexions upon
Longinus ; but 1 thought fuch a Defign altos
7 - Fruitlefs, confidering the Two former
I £ were abroad ; to which, and fome ¢
¢ foreign Editions that- might be publifbd,
~ ¢ People wou’d undoubtedly have Recourfe. -
. thought, then, the beft Way for me wasto-
fatisfie you here, as I have already done, of}
.&{.ug::nmu Lkaws foe:you.. L 8
,M‘ 1 W, s'd with ;‘
§ that you will not bc‘oﬂcﬁed i

.




by this Lctter, Sir, what Mm-.
| : ’s Thoughts were upon the fe
moust ¢ about the Ancients and Moderns, J
and che god Opinion he had of Monficur Per- j
raulr, do youmt admire the frank Con-
: fcﬁonbh;f makedsl. 1 }lat the Vexation it gave bhim
to [ee himfelf reflecied upom in Monfiear Perrault’s
xglognu £4d¢ him C fome Tﬁ» s that bad =
better never been [aid. Such a Confcﬂion cou’d
. proceed from nothing but a Gentleman, and is
: perfe&ly worthy of Monfieur Defpreaux. :

¥

“eYou arc not to be inform’d, Sir, Tbatfw
thefe laft Forty Years, the _]cfuxts in Fradce
have with great Induftry apply’d themfelves to
the Study of the Sciences and polite Literature:
n ve likewife cultivared their Lam'»
vmlzﬁ'much Succefs, that nmny of their .
may now ferve. for Standards; whereas for-
% My they were written in fo barbarous a Mu-\

ner, thac theu- Antagonifts us’d to make it a
m Topnck to turn them into Rad:wle.

: y as the beft Things are not fu;ﬂ'c
‘Envious and Sullen Tempers, - They,”
ar&h"(ell-wdhcrs to (hcfe Gcndem,ﬁ

i
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sand Civil. . It is, fay they, a Delire
e, that Spurs thefe good Fethers on to aft
15, and not the Love of Learning, or the
of the Public. ,They are little con-

W; norance and Barbarifqp prevail, pro-
ide lstln:y enlarge their l1[uri('di&ions,,_2%~
artain at lengrh to be Malters. For we fee
them equally make ufe of thefe two Methods

as contrary as they are, in Hopes that one 0
them at leait will fucceed. Thus, we fee them,
atihe fame time, deftroy all the Monumengs
of learned Anrtiquity, and clear up whatever
obfcurein Hiftory or Chronology ;deery th
udy of Critici{m, and yet comment upon, ot
. ¢ cal and Profane, according to the Resies of
{;lm very Art they fo much condemn ;-re-
¢ vive Legends and fuperaniuared Fictions,
¢ and queftion Maxims which no Man €=
doubted of;  declare

a

)

§ 3} e
¥
B

| ‘v  abfolute Rule and Univerfal Doy

for driftorle’s Phi-

Arts,  And all this, purely to a

© £ cern’d, whether the Sciences fourifh, or whe- .

{iiaminc the Ancient Auchors both Ecclefiafti- F

$

o, and affent to every Difcovery
¥>y the Moderns' in the gqmq and




gt

% .‘ 1
‘*df tthaflm: inces, and- thc mbre effed
to fupplant all other Miflionaries,’
‘ﬁu‘ 'd rench Tongue, only. our of Bﬂ’
e Mecfheurs de Port Royal, whofe Wy

- were admir’d throughout Framee.  But,
‘cmtlbu their  Accafers, the. feveral Weorks
¢which they from Ttme to Time publifh’dy ot |
-4 fdcmm to them the molt commodious or e
cr¥ ay to fpread their Merit through the 3

d, rhey refolv’d at the beginning of this

f Ccntury. to publifh a Moathly Journal,wheres i

‘. hn their Works might be proclaim’d and pom.
> fly founded forth, and wherein they mig
. Cinfert fhort Dxﬁ:ourtcs to (hew, there ww
. ¢ Art, Science, or Lang,uagc. they were
¢ rant of, or wherein they had not madc ;
& confiderable Difcoveries; which togetheriwith |
¢their unfain Judgment of all. ather Writers, as |
 “well:.Catholicas Proteftant, wou'd not failwo
&Jeavein the Minds of the Readers a high Idea .|
“of the profound Knawlidge and - extraondis 1
mmm:m ofdlxmhuhcmpl the Society. . ’!
ﬁ S TG R 1 DS Y -
ﬁrﬂ'hcf«, Sm. are lhc uagen&;ous Motivesafs
Mm .the. Boemies:of the Jefuits, to.the
k. Qccupation

s of thofc Good Fathers,

 their Diffance  from us fecures us ﬁg
their _we arc.nai paffes’d.

e Muured and- anud:ce ageioik them as -is

e D R
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‘which: the P
ks ; and particularly from the Memrv
mé-’ of the Sciences and deg Arts 5 for {6

ey have Modeftly intitul’d their Josenal,
hich is Printed at Trwou, a lictle Town
within the Sovereignry of Dombes * : It muft,
however, bcown’d hat this Monthly Perfor.
‘mance wou’d be more -gencrally ‘efteem’d ,
- they ‘were Nicer in chuﬁng the . Me’"
moirs they «infert in it ; it.it had fewer
Monkifth Invettives agauuﬂ the Proteftathits;
and if the Criticifins they fometimes make
- upon Modern Authors, did not look as if they
I rather proceeded from fome perfonal Ammoﬁcy',‘

“dhn a too refin’d and delicate Tafte.

B :For thus, as ’tis generally bchev’d, they
ated with refpect to Monficur Défpreaux, in
of their Journals for the Year 1704.  They

- feem’d to Cenfure his Works, only by way of /

. Revenge, for his Reflecting upon their Brethren

smouch as he'did, in his Epsftle on the Love of

God. What furnifh’d them, Sir, with a Han- i 4

e, was this. A Bookfclier of Amflerdam, ha- .

g publif’d in3701. an Edition of Monfieur

reawx’s Works, wherein were inferred, ar

0f tlul'agu fmﬁﬁgw" t




int thereof in “their Journal, reprefente
- “Monfieur Defpreaus as a Copier, or rather ;
- Plagiary, wh&ow’d his wholé Repuration and+"
*. Merit to the Nobleft Paffages of tﬁc Ancients,
which he had transferr’d into his Works ; and
endeavour’d to give a ridiculous Turn to the |
g Preface of the lalt Edition of his Works before-
© mention’d. As ’tis likely you have not feen
+ thi§ Article of their Memorrs, you will pleafe,
Sir, to give mo leave to infert it here at full

length.

Py

- +£The New Edition of Monficur De/preans’s’
¢ Works, which is lately come to our Hands,
ﬁ ¢ feems to us, fays thefe Gentlemen, remarkable”
ks “egough to be taken Norice of. Ar the Bot-

© %tom of the Pages there are feen the Verfes of
£ dhe Latén Poets which he has transferr’d into”
. ¢ his Works. Others, may by this Mcans learn,

=~ « from that Great Poct, the Prime Satyrift of

¢ our Time, how to imitate tht Beautics of the

¢ Ancients, and tg intprove them to their own'

Adyantage and Reputation ; not to mention
?Hﬂmfe there 1s in Ct;mparing the bor-

T

)w’d Places with thofe froh whence they
¢ taken, and in Difcovering every where

ething more Cutring in one than tother, |
tion is likewife Abclvanta €ous  to
nfieur. Defpreaux in another Refpect. It
Fipitlion i fding “wich the Ancients,
3 : . bW




w
Example, In bis Art of ic]
as got fo grear a Reputation, here is
inted a full fourth Part of Horace’s drt of
vetry upon the fame Subje@, fo far as con-
cerns the General Rules of Poetry : And yer
1 have feco a Preface to fome of Monficur
& Defpreanx’s Editions, where he affirms, He
borrow’d no more than Forty Verfes from
‘Horace : But the Others, by long Acquain-

R

‘tance, might become as it were his own

|
: hts, without his perceiving it.. Several ¢
ages are likewife cramm’d with Latin Verfes
n the Eighth Satire, Agasnft Man;in cthe Niath, *
where the Author fpeaks to his Mufe ; and in -
. %Flfth upon Tree Nobiliry, wherein is feen
2 ﬂ% Scries of Juvewnal’s Verfes tra
{

a5

Imott Verbating ; and yet fo happily rurn’d,
fand with fo much Gepius, that ’tz‘;;cf' in

there are no fingr Paflages i
ol 8% 484

% F o .! .am?r;frg‘pe
e hmaY%M RSP

it is, may be ma
than it appears,




There are likewife contain’d in t
‘tion, two ingenious Pieces, burof which we
¢ cannot certainly fay, that Monficur De/preaus
¢ was the Author, fince he did not publifh them
* himfelf in his laft Colle@ion to which he pue
¢his Name. The firit is a Parodie of fome Paft
¢ fages of the Cid, which is a very fharp Criti-
¢ cifm upon Chapelain, Caffargne, and la Serre,
¢ drawn into Scenes. *As for this Parodie, we
“¢are affur’d from the Authority of the fecond
- Edition of thee Menagiana, that 'rwas made on
¢ Putpofe to divert the late Monficur de La-
¢ moiomon. The fecond Picce 1s a Petition in
- Profe in Favour of Ariftorle, wherein is fools |
" “ifbly ridiculed the blind Adherence of the
® ¢ Univerfity of Paris, to the true or pretended |
¢ Do&rine of that Philofopher. We have, in-
. €deed, in the laft Paris Edition, the Decree
- ¢ that was made upon that Petition, and which
¢ is written in a no lefs Merry but much more

™~ ¢ delicate Style: But as for the Petition it felf,
¢ it is not inferted in that Edtion. g
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"¢ The Public may perhaps take it well of us,
at leaft they in Holland, tor Pointing out the
~ “whole Diﬂi:rcn(t:,e ;}l))aé th:l:c fis bcytwcen' thefe
 Editions publifh’d in the fame Year, (1701)
ith refpect fo the feveral Things ther 7;3 :
n’d. We have jult now taken Notice of
¢ which are in the Dweh Edition, and

d in that of Paris; and now we M;‘
fere ke 2 . g




e an A\monmn F what are-
tion, angl o:mtwd in that of H

' Beﬁdcs the Name of Monﬁcur Dcfpn«s, 3
! here at full length, there is a ve
:markable Preface of .the Author’s, by whic
he feems to for the Seal to all the preceding
. gv.g,mons which he has made of his Works;
* Sbeing, as he fays himfelf, Sixty three Years
© Sof Age, and deprefs’d with many Infirmities.
. And therefore he takes his Leave of she Public
. % 4uForm ; and ro avoid the moft monﬂrous of all
= % Vices, In ratitude, he thanks the fame Public
S for their joodnefs in [0 oftem purchafing Pieces
. o liile worthy of their Admiration. ~ Having
¢ this Preface before us, we cannot avoid tran-
- ¢ fcribing here, fome particular Places, which
* made an Imprefion upon us. Among others,
¢ we think nothing more Witty than what the’
- ¢ Author fays, when he endeavours to explain
_ whercin the Agrecablenefs and Salt of any
"¢ excellent Work of Wit confifts. ”

) Rt

ot o5

e

" “It confifts, fays he, in True Thou Im and |
'uﬁ Exprdfions. The Mind of Man, adds Man- ‘
eur Defpreaux, i naturally djﬂl of an infinite
lumber of confus’d ldeas of 'T' ruth, which

muum percesves bus by Halves ;.
eafes him more, than when a ;
ented to- bmy&l Ihﬁntd ul?
L bt Wthh he p

Acmthc ymgofLm
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iy knows, A King of France:
c}ﬁ: done to a Duke of Orleans. ™

§ “To fhew on the contrary, how cold and"
. ¢ Puerile a falfe Thought is, he brings feveral
Examples: The firft 1s out of Theophile :

“ Ah! Coward Blade, which Drank, before his -
. Time, ‘ b 378
1+ It’s Mafter’s Blood ; snd Blufbes at the Crime. .
§ ¢ The Second is the Autbor’s owa, which
Eﬁ ¢ he, it feems, made Choice of, on purpofe to
i 4 ¢ make the Charalter of the Firft more ob-
¢ vious. Al the Ice of the North pat togerher,
i 45 wot, in my Opinton, more Frizid than this
e LT : .

o
&

1

¢ Monfieur Defpreaux concludes this Article
io ¢ with telling us, That he cow'd [ay a great.
" “deal more uponw the Subject, enough to fill &
" “a large Volume ; but he thinks this fufficient
E € to teftifie to the Pablic his Gratitude, and the
bigh Opinion he has of their Taiic and Judg-
¢ ment.  Afier thefe repeated Compliments and
) ﬂﬁ!‘nﬁ the Public wou’d 'be very rude
\ d not make fome return on theic

. b |
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& Befides ¢his Preface, the Pieces which are
in the late Paris Edition, and not in that of |
Amflerdam , ave. 1. A Satire upon Falfe
# Honour, addrefs’d to Monfieur de Valincoar.
€ 5. Several Trifles which the Author wrote iz
§'¢ bis Tourh, but which he bas corvelted a listle

% 20 vender "em the more tolerable to the Reader.

- “ 3. A Letter to Monficur Perrault, concern-
ing their Reconciliation. 4. A Letter writ-
ten by the famous Monfieur Arzauld to Mon:
. ¢ fieur Perranlt, wherein he makes an Apology
~ ¢ for the Xth Satire againft "Women. Mon-
" * feur Defpreans does not doubt that the Pre-
- £ fent, he makes to the Public, of this Letter,
" © will be very acceptable : And indeed, it i$ a
~ ©true Prefent and a perfe@ Bounty, for the |
¢ Public cou’d not expe&t the Author fhouw’d
‘ : g:l\: them a Letter which was not writteh to *

e
-~

g
e
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~~ The Author of this Extralt does not Study ,
. (you fee,Sir,)ro perform the Duty of an Impartial

~ Journalift or Hiftorian: He fers himfelf,up a

Public Cenfor, and a declat*d Enemy of 'Mon-
~ iear cawx. He difguifes his Words, he |
aferibes Things to him which he does not fay ;
. and changes his Expreffions to make them ca-
. pable cicher of a falfe or ridiculous Meanigg.
. All this vou’d furnifh Matter for » large
" ration, burwhich canuot be brought within
ompafs of thefcMemoirs. Befides,if we ¢
jonfieur Defprean x’s General Preface wi




| I fhall content my felf, Sir, with giving you

g 'I‘wo or Three EXamples of this Author’s un
reafonable Prejudice , and relate them as' .

* they Offer, without confining ‘my felf to

-

e Order.

.

After having laid down as a Maxim, That .
in tgraing ovet this Darch Editon iz will b2
E found the P.ve: are more or lefs cram’d with imis
% ‘rated Latin / “erfes, according as Monfieur Deﬁ
% préaux’s Pieces were generally more or lefs gﬂeml»
he afierwards obferves, 1hat there are but Zn §
i or Three to be found in his 1;;1/2/: npon the Love
by ofGad He might juftly have added, That
the Two fingle Verfes of Hor ace, quoted by’]
the Lautch Editor upon that Epil tla have but a -
v ‘remote Relation, or racher none at:
the Subjett which Monlicur D:/preaux tﬂ
qthcrc treating of ; and from thence he might,
-according to che Maxim he had laid down,
onclude more cercainly, That the Epiftle
Love of God was One of tbofe FPreces. m
eﬁﬁg eem’d. But how comes cur Journa
: perccive he lay opea to this Obje-
4 ’tis no wounder Forace, Juven 4
. Ancient Larin Poer. never.

w\.
}7 z,:,f‘;f




and who even difpens'd
, gmon to love God ? But thi
on the Love of God was what he
pally aim’d at: This was the real Caufe -
his Animofity againft Menficur Defpreasx ; -
there was a Ne:.dﬁty for finding out fom:
nce to sun it down.

. Monficur De[pmux thought this fo Merry
a Criticifm, that he made i the Subje&t of an' *
Epigram, It is as follo“ s. He fpeaks © the
Joulmhﬁs.

8 b\mﬁﬂ' te Laimer Dieu

: hru;u Jamais prcclm en'dhucun liu,




" tions, wherein he 4

[

Ee e hee fst, . 7,
" Nor follow'd Horace at the Heel ;

§ ;t;r tho’ thcf’im that rcontronl,

- And lord it o’er the Human Soul,
Are rally’d with more Senfe and Wit
By Them, in ev’ry Poinant Sheet

Than in whatever You have writ ;
The Love which to our GO D is due,
Is fo more Preach’d by Them than You.

Our Cenfor is no lefs Satyrical on Mon
fiear Defpreaux’s Art of Poetry. In his Art of
Poetry, fays he, by which be has got fo much Re=
putation, ‘efpecially with Refpect to the Generat
Rules of Peetry ; we [ee Printed a full fourth
Part of Horace’s Art of Poetry upon the [ame
Subject.  And yet I have f[een, continues
a Preface to fome % Monfiear Defpreaux’s Edi-

rms he toof no more than Forty
Vegfn out of ace, ¢rc. To make a right
« Judgment of this* Criticifm, we muft firft o
all confider, That the Queftion here does not
turn upon the Conformity there may be be-
- tween the Verfes of Monficur Defpreaus and
thofe of Horace, in Relation to certain Maxim
~ of good Senfe which may naturally pffer them-
~felves to the Mind of any Writer, who
- actentive and judicious. To take it by ¢
. Handle, there is no Author that may not

7




S iy
: ‘Copyer of al
reats upon the fame Subje&t ;
fibly happen bur that a great

to quote the Lasin Verfes, which, it mani-
‘appear’d to him, Monfieur De/preaux had
iew, and which he had only tranflated as it
into French. Yer this was what he did
obferve ; as it were eafie to fhew if it were
{fary. But fuppoling all the Latin Verfes
ch he has taken out of /lurace’s Art of Poe-
py were imitated by Monficur Defpresus in
Senfe of the Journalift; it is not however
- as he pretends, that thefe imitated Verfes
2.2 full fourth Part of the Art of Foetryy,
he that 1s ever fo little acquainted with
metic may convince himfelfof it *. :

As to what he adds about his Jeeing &
ce to fome of Monficar Defpreaux’s Works,

ou have feen, Sir, That Monfieur Dej-
only fays, That in his Work, which con-

Y

Number

neral Maxims will be equally found inboth
iem. ‘The Datch Editor ought to haveno
d to this Kind of Conformity. He was.

he affirms, “he took but Fprey Verfes eat of
25 I have given that Preface alread Ty

: s "v‘;""‘iﬁﬂ‘ 0
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. fiflsof 1100 Verfes, there are, not
“moit 6o imitated from Horace. ~'I{?re’2 a great
deal of Difference betwixe Forty and Sixeys
and after all, Monficur De/preanx, 1 fhe
think, ought fooner to be credited than cf
Journalift, who plainly declares himfelf h
Enemy, and whofe Paffion muft needs magnik
the Objet. But ler us admit, that there is
Monfieur Deforeaux’s Art of Poetry, afull fou
. Part taken out of Horace, that is to fay, 11
Verfes ; {ince Monlfieur Defpreaux’s Work cot
taips 1100, thtre will fhill remain, upon th:
Foot, very near a 1000 which he has not im
tated from that Ancient Poct.

Our Cenfor’s Intention is to reprefent Moy
fieur Defpreaux as a Perfon of no extraordi
1y Genius, but has trickingly adorn’d himfelf
with the Merit and Reputation of the Ancients
whom he has Copy’d. After having faid, #
are [een ar the Bottom of the Pages in
Datch Edition, the Verfes out of the Latin Pe
which Monfieur Defpreaux “has ru;z’m’d 4
bis Works, he adds, That by rhis Means othé
"+ _may Learn to imitate the moft beautiful Paffages

the Ancients, and improve them to their
" Advantage and Reputation. °But if this Criti-
- ,cifm were &lﬁ, it wou'd fall no lefs up
- Virgil than Monfieur Defpreaux.  For Virgily
~every one knows, has imitated Theocritus in his:
Eclogues, and Homer in his Aneid. Fuly .




has giyen us a Colle&tion of the
ch that illuftrious Author has imitated A
, Greek Poets, and transferr’d into his Works :
yet no Body ever took it in-their Heads to
nclude from thence,that,Ohers may Learn after.
the Example of this great Poet to imitate the finest
nge: of the Ancients, and to improve them to -
hetr own Advantage and Reputation, &c. And the
DN 15, becaufc tho’ Virgdl did transfer into his
forks feveral Places out®of Homer and The-
werstus, yet the Subftance of thefe fame Works,
that is to fay the Argument, the Plan, thc
f! [urn, the Di&ion, ¢e. being a Fund of his
own, he has a Right to Challenge thefe Pieces
rely as his own, fince he furnifh’d the Prin-
 Part of them, and borrow’d nothing from
;’ nother but what was Aecefflory. We may fay
ithe fame with Refpett to Monfieur Defpreaunsy
he has made ufe of the Ancients, it is true:
But if we compare his Works with theirs, even
an thofe Places, which one wou’d take for bare
ations, we fhall foon difcover, that the
onomy, the Turn, and the Expreflion, be-.
properly to him, and cadfequently ghey
be look’d upon as his own proper

e, for Example, has given a Dcfcnpnon
ridiculous Coliation in one of his Satires ¥ :
ur Defpreaux has imitated him in Bk
that ever fo lutle ~examines M 7




& Thxsu'foEwdent That an ingenuous Au h
‘and one of our Journalift’s own Fraternity, who

," m ib a long time.

has given us a very valuable Tranflation |
Horace, acknowledg’d it with refpe&t to %
ther Paffage of that Poet: For after havie
tranflated thefe Four laft Verfes ot the Epiftle
to Auzuftus : .

e rubeam pingui domatus munere; & una

Cum Scriptore meo, capfa porrellus aperta,

.
4

in thefe Words : 1 fbow’d Blufh at fc:ﬁ;; ‘
Prefent, and to fee th: Hero of a Poem, #
ther with-bis Poet, lying at the.r full lengthy
fome. old Trunk -without a Lock, to be ca
10 the Grocers-fireet, where dull and imper
_Pueces ferve towrap up Pe Frabtmq a;
Perfm{:, &c. he,adﬁs, "'.;'rhns is what Mo
¢ fieur Defpreanx has fo ﬂ_spnly and fo eleg
53 gxprcﬁa’d fo many different Wa

5 es altogether new, and




&un Caudebec jen ai lu la Prefuce.

“Et jai tout Pelletier

And in the Second Canto of his Art of
try, fpeaking of Sonpets : .

.

" “Here we have Wrappers of all Sorts, fmall

reat, and the Grocer that makes them
- This is neither Copying nor Imirating,
Creating *. .

‘hat Anfwer do you think, Sir, cou’d thefe
urers of Monficur Defpreaxx make to a
on who fhoud Talk to them in this Manner.
u endeavour, Gent/emen, to'leffen the Value * |
onfieur Defpreaux’s Works, under Pre-
that they arc only Imitations, which *
d at beft but a borrow’d Merit an
ion : Well, do you, your Selves en-
to imitate the fineft Paffages of t

Eon s b f e T




he Pub ic as thofe of Monficur De
: You have, as well as he, the Verfes of
| i Lmu Pocts, which, you fay, he has only
¢ Copy’d ; transfer them into your Works s
¢ smirate the moit beautsful Paffages of the
¢ dncents ; make Ufe of them ; rake jo
¢ Advantage of them ; and we fhall fee, w
i - thes by this Mmu, Jyou will be able 70 gaim
s Jom /elwm Repusation and a Merit oqunl
¢ to that of Monfieur Dejpreaux? '

But this is enough to fhew how little Exa@
nefs and Solidity thgge=s in the Cenfure
the Journalitts of Trewvoux. Monficur D
preaux no fooner read it, but he addrefs’d ¢
them the following Epigram:

TR

TR

g

—

Mes Reverens Peres en Dieu,

Et mes Confreres en Satire,
Dans vos Ecrirs en plus d'un lieu
70 Dois qu'a mes dcpﬁJJ vous affeltez de rire;
Mw ne craignez. vous pas que pour vire de vous,

%M, vefeuillerant Horace

e



; ‘Mz un Mat de Regnier

Notre celebre devancier

¢ Corfaires attaquant Corfaires
% Ne font pas, dit il, leuy Affa¥es. T

’ -

rsin God, whom I revere! ¢
Bu as to Satire, Brethren dear!
oa lately have vouchfaPd™o fhow
fenr Strength of Wit on poor Boileaw.
ut are you not afraid, his Gall, .
Vith Help of Horace, jwwal,
y rife again, tho’ now ’tis low, o
with a ftronger Tide reflow ?..
Trevoux's great Ariftarchufes ! ‘
your own Bufinefs if you pleafe. =
ce adm‘d, ud don’t ennge b ¥




g Wht our Forefather Regmier fays,

" 1s worth your Notice and your Praif:c:
That when Corfaires artack Corfaires,
I muft it go with their Affairs.

Monficur Defpreaux did not Content himfelf
with letring fly this and the preceding Epigram
' againft th'i: Gegelemsn; he form’d the De-
mfign of % Waik;”wherein the whole Body of
Jetuits were to,be Cenfur’d.  As he was not
Ignerant that thefe Fathiers were accus'd of
having pernicious Sentiments upon the Doctrine
of Equivocarion , he cgetifos’d a New Satires
wherein he addrefles himfelf to Equivocatiomy
as to a Perfon, and afcribes to it the Caufe of
Adam’s Fall ; of the Pagar ldolatry ; of the
erefies that Rave disfigur’d Chriftianity ; of
"« the Blood thar has been (hed both by the Here-
ticks and the Orthodox in their Turns; and
laftly, of the Licentioufnefs which has {lipt ine
to the Chritticy Morality,. by introducing
. the Tenet of Probability, that of falfe Ateris -
.~ tion, and fome others, which have been
+. Taught by the moft celebrated Jefuits, whom
he accufes, direCtly, of rtotally fubverting
' the Morality of Jesus CurisT. But
g the Jefuits' of Trevoux being the Princi-
. pal Obje& of his Anger, he did net forger
~ them in this Serire. After having faid, t
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s proper. to prevent, by a prudent Silence,
the Ntﬁfmich wou’d inblgﬂiﬁ;‘ﬂbc made b
the Dottors of Ez‘niwcaion, whom he had be-

n to paint in che blackeft Colours ; he adds,
an the Conclufion of that Piece:

g

Alu donc la ma Plume : G toi [ors de ces lieux,

wnﬁrc, a qui par un trait des plus capricieux,

i X&jmd’hui terminant ma aur[cw 4
W o o

W.Dan ces Pays partas rcn&% renommez.,
Sy 4 ”
| @ POrne epand [es eaux, & aue la Sarte arrofe * :
R AR i

;:- Ou fi plus furement tu veux gagny ta caufe,
W Porte la dans Treveux a ce beau Tribunal,

; ?'ﬂ: les Mois, appuye de ta Saur I'Ignorance,
& Powr juger Apollon,"tient, dit on, fa Seance.




w -~ Monfieur R oileau Defpreaux.
Fly to thy Friends, be gone, thou gujlty Shade,
Iato thofe Climes, by Thee fo famous made, :
Where Sarte glides, and Or’ o’crflows his Bed.

Or woud’t thou gain a Vift'ry more compleat, :

Carry thy Caufe to Trevona’s Judgment Seat!

a
‘r

There, by thy Sifter Jonorance’s Care,
-A Monlkg fidas® repgir,
And, every Mouath, as bafic Fame reports,

For trying of Apollo, kesp their Courts.

This New Satire gfde a great deal of Noifg
in Paris, tho’ it L#as yer known only upon
the Report of f#me of Monficur Defpreaux’s

* Fritnds to m he had recited it. Peoplegy,

- paflionately wifh’d he wou’d haften the Publi-
cation of it, but he rather chofe to keep it till
the new Edition of his Works, which he in+
tended fuddenly to give the Public.

* And indeed, about the End of the laft |
Year, he obrain’d a Privilege from the King for
the Reprinting his former Pieces, and for the |
Publication of feveral others ‘which had not -
. yst feen the Lighe; fuch as the Sazire upos

égt_iw_:nioa; the Dialogue upon Romances,
R Wt |2 ~ which
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he Addition of 4 very curious Preface ; Fif-
~ teen or Sixteen Lerrers upon Subjells of Lite-

| rature; fome Additional Chapters to his Re-

sons upor Longinus, wherein, among other

. T ings, he anfwers Monfieur Huer’s Difler-
| tation, rclating ro the Paffage out of Genefis ;
. 'a Differtation upon the Manner of making In-

—
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V;‘,,ﬁ:riptions, cre. . ( ¢
m» ™ - '

s A ' 3 -
4+ The New Edition was now put to the

. Prefs ; but there was hardly Five Sheets

Printed, when the Jefuits, not able to ea-
- dure the Publifhing\the Satire upon Egqui-
wocation, order’d their “Hather Ye Tellier, the
. King’s Confeflor, to fpeak’c his Majefty about
~ it, and prevail with him to give Orders, that
- the Impreflion of the whole Work might<be .
ftop’d, and to revoke the Privilege he had granted.
Some very conliderable Perfons, among others,
the Cardinal de  Noailles, Archbifhop of Paris,
-and the Comte de Pontchartin, Chancellor of
France, follicited for Monfieur Dypremx ; but
the infinvacions of Father le Tellser prevailed
~withhis Majeity, and render’d all their Repre-
‘fentatiens igeffe€tual ; fo that the King, not
only forbid Monfieur De/preanx to publith that
&$atire; but likewife order’d him to put the
. Original into his Hands. It is true, ‘He at the
 fame time let him know, That in refpeft ht;

g

e
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hisother Writings, the Privilege fhou’d continue t

in it’s full Force : But Monficur Defpreasx, who
found himfelf near his End, did not think fie |
to Temporize, and rather chofe entirely to fop-
prefs his New Edition, than to Maim it, thro®

any mean, interefted Views. He had long be-
fore this quitted the Court, and livd in a fore
of Recefs. As he never car’d to Launch

. far into gthe nverfation of the Great,
he con higlf with a Set of Friends,
==whofe Commerce was always his Chief»

" which at lengt

. Age. HewasB
. his, Priends_wi

Delight. And &hus he quictly expelted Death
whi¢h he was daily warn’d of’ by acute Pains,

Swoonings, .and an almoft habuwwal Fever.
- ry’gefiim off, ontthccon'J

the 74th Year of his
at St. Jobn le Rond,where
undoubtedly ere€t a2 Monu-
meat worthy of him.

We are in H of a New Edition of his
Works, with thofe Pieces that have not yet ap-
pear’d. We can’t expedd 1o find thercin the Satire
upow Equivocation; but that Defell is already fu
ply’d by the Impreffion that was fecretly made

Day of March,

of ica lew Days after the Author’s Dea As

‘. for the Historyof Louis XIVih, which he was.

|5

. -written upon that Subjcé}. A Geatleman, who
3

loo&lle;%aged upon, we muft notexpelro feeit
ubii

before the Death of that Priace. Mean

a‘«bilc, the Sincerity and Natural Candor of

Monficur Defpreanx cannot but give us a

favourable pre-pofleffion for whatever he has

was -

.
-

4
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"mtﬁmtciy thunmtcd ‘mh hrm, hasaffur'd
, that, Difcourfing one Day upon the Di

~ cultiesfuch Works were attended with Monﬁeﬂ:‘la

& Defpreaus frankly own’d, That he did nor well

know what Reafons to alledge in Juftification
< ofthe War againft Holland in 1672, This were
~a very evident Proof of his Veracity ; and, in
;v truth, this Circumftance of Lewis XIVib’s Hi-
i "has been hitherto the Spumbling-Block of
French Writers.  SomeNhayg urg’d

e \

_the

%lldlﬂl and frivolous Pretences; while othersy™™

b

o ~more Circumfpect, have look’d upon the Mo-
" tives of that greatr Enterprize, as one of thofe

:fMyﬁcrnes of Stare, huh it does not belong
" 0 private Men to fearc ?’ﬁl/:Tur, (1672)
. fays Monfieur Riencourt wa remarkable for
" the War which the King declar- againft the Dutch,
after having formd Means to }I
the Kungs of England and Sweden:  His Ma-
jtﬂ_y engag’d the former to make War upon them
%‘én, after he had promisd to do the like by
nd, As it is wor permitted to Subjeits, adds
he, to penetrate into the Secrers of thewr Primee,
lm Majesty comented himfelf to ler them know
- 3n the general, That be had [ufficient Reafons wo

57 '-{,_‘ff—."'

? 3 e

. ws his Enemises. * If this Declararion of War, con-
ﬁn\l& he, was wvery xrprtz.::g to the Dutch,

; Mﬂhplmb the King of Engla

Q

yynite them fmm ;

on his fide, dc- s
d againft them, was nleﬁ nuz.wg, mﬁ 6@%‘

- domger 1o look upon that Nation any otherwife than -

;; L& S
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- thofe of Monficur Riencours, they wou’d find

4 Wd:ﬁd their privare Re ' w'uA and Cor'
ve[ponded. together. L c"

This, Sir, is certainly a very Myfterious W
of Writing ; and if Pofterity had not morein-
telligible Memoirs relating to thac War than

it pretty difficult to come at the fecrer Motive

of it. ter all I (hou’d think the Fremh |
Hiftori ged ng® beoo perplex’d to Account |

o

=for this Hiftoritdl Phencmenon. Why do they»

. Jelf youmg, and ([

not fay, That Louis XIVih having a Conde and ' |

a Turenne to pur st the Head of a Victorious
Army 5 Tha_befides, being in the midft of agreat

many young , eaog™is Signalize themjelves
and to acquire Glody ;' That, in [bort, being hime
Fofing to follow the Example of |

arles the Great, be was willing

. Algxander, or € :
10 .begin whil the Conqueft of Holland, being reas =

- his Enemics have gi

fonably perfuaded, that if he cow’d once unitg his |
own Forces with thofe of that Mighty State, all
the reft of Europe wou’d [oon be ”{d to [ubmit
to his Power, and to acknowledge him for their
UNIVvERSAL MONARCH. oy

Bat, leaving Politicks, let us return to Mon.
ficur Defpreaux. It is ume I fhou’d give you
fome Lincaments of his Charatter. i

_ Nothing is more frightful than the PiGture
.. r;;,;ﬁ of hum, They have
I 4 Ll
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fented hl as « Slndmr an
Detracter, admlvba an{yﬁudj’lbo-m l‘lﬁ
" his own Reputation upon the Ruin of that of other
"Men * : But never was Man more exempt
fmm all thefe Faults than he, or more ftrong-
_ ly addifted to the contrary Virtue.. And by
*g it was, he principally wo. the Efteem
of fo many Perfons no lefs confpicuous for
. ?ﬂmr Quality than their Mgrir. Hjs juftice,
hﬁ Reétitude, and his 3incéjty, wis. <o well
lablifh’d, that he made no% ;
"llfhmg ¢hem himfelf in his 7 g2/ e i s Book,
‘*and tomake ita Marter of Glory o himdelf;
~'as you have already feen . It s iewife true,
’,"ﬂ\at it was his Intefi. “andéaad ence, which
”‘th as it were, give lum 2 Kighec to Compofe
. Satires. An Author thar h ud reprehend in

)sf

2 puha=

~ others fuch Faults as he himGIf is guilty of,

wou‘d be expos’d to the pubhc “aupghter, apd

by none. A Sadric Poet, thou’d,
m a great Kxarc of Equity and UJ)ng,hmcfs,
“joyn an ardent Love for Virtue an
Excmpnon from.the Vices which he Lalhcs in
hns Writings : By this he gains the Favour of
Men, and fecures himfelt againit the Ma-
ot his Enemies ¥].

. A

‘iulhoshcu, fiqh;,cm.

g S R
e Hor. Sat, Lib. I1. Sat.z.
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’A:sityri;: Author is commonly repreﬁotﬂl §
as a Malicious, Eavious, Sullen, and Ill-patur’d é
Perfon : Butthere’s nothing more unreafonable

than this Prejudice. It 1s not, cicher, Malice |
or Envy or a four captious Humour that inclines |
him to write ; but the fole Defire of making
Men better. Itis the Confideration of their /|
Diforders that Angers him ; his Sharpnefs pro=
ceeds en) from BB Vexarion to feec Vice, Error,

- ~~acFEHy, preyiit. As he hasa Natural Senfeof |

Good-rripre, Juftice atd Humanity, he Interefts
himfelf il every Thing that Concerns other
Men ; hd Sympathizes with their Mifad-
ventures; and.the Wrong they receive, either
in their Perfon sr Reputation, makes a§
quick an Impr¢Tion upon him, as if himfelf
hgd fuffer’d tHofe Indignities. One of our
moft Pofité” Writers, who is jultly admird
for a New and Inimitable Manaer of Corrett- |
ing the Vices of the Age; who has the Arcto |
ennoble the moft Common Subjetts, to Abound
in the moft Barren, and to.make fo happy a
Mixture of the Utile and the Dulce, that Cen~
fure, in his Hands, becomes Amiable, and Re-
proof Agreeable: In a word , Mr. Steele has
perfetly well difcufs'd this Subjet in his In-
compargble TATLER * o
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Goe Nstnn, fays he, “ an w[:md
Satyrift, and all the Sentiments w cn
: 'sl in this M’g of Writing muﬁ pm:cd
" from that Quality in the Author. Good Nature
myus a Difdain of all Bafewefs, Vice, and
which Prompts them to exprefs themfelves
bﬂt"’ Smartnefs ‘um;{ the Errors of Men, with-
out Birterne/s towards their Perfons. T i Qua-

keeps the Mind in Equm Mover lets
; Offence unfu/omtb/j throw a ou { 0 e
" Charaiter. When Virgil [aud, H not
, ihte Bavixs might love Mevius, he was in per

. fect Good Humour, and.was not fo uch mov'd
k' ‘t'tbm' Abfurdities, as pgffionately to call them

Jﬂs or Blockheads in dnelt  Inveétive ,
j Laugh’d ar them wiBx a Delicacy of
& SMU, without any Mixiure Anger. O

4 Tbcbcﬁgood Man,with the wor(t-natur’dMufe’

was the Character among us of a Gentleman as
& aat Sor bis Humumj as his Wi *,

" The ordinary Subjects for Satire are fuch as
rite the greareft Indignation in the beft Tem-
and confequently Men of fuwch a Make are
Fgﬁ qualified «for [peaking of the Ofum in
Life.  Thefe Men can bebold Vice ad

wholly

-
iy ~ Sl e Sl o i R e i Sopphe

ot Riachators Coamies of the lete Bacl olDords. « -



Subd | . N 1Cdl

M anacquainted, with the [ame 8

others refent the M5 they Jot‘[mﬁlﬂl.
natur'd Man cannot [ee an over-bearing Fellow
a bafbful Man of Merit out of Countemancey
out-firip bim in the purfuit of amy Advantage
but he is on fire to [uccom the Oppre[s'd, to pros
duce the Meris of the one, and confront the Impms
dence of the other. o8

¥

4+
w%?‘i fbks afitrwards, that ¢ The Men
of the greateft Charaéler :n this Kind were Ho-

racg 4»d Juvénal; and adds har, There 1s not

that bhe remembers, one ill-natur’d Expreffion i

all their Writings, not one Sentence of Severity’|

which does mot apparc-tly proceed from the contrary |
Difpofition ; tho’ tbéé; attack Vice with an cqu:té
Force, but in a different Style, accordin

=~ the partigular Genius, Manners, and ridicule

the refpeétive Times they Liv'd in.

And fuch was Monfieur De/preaax. Plain and
unaffeéted in his Manners ',ot{I" of Scntimel)ﬁ
of Humanity , . Mildnefs and Juftice ;
nervoully cenfur’d Vice, and fharply artack’d |
the bad Talte of his Time, without bei
govern'd by any Motive of Envy, or any

~rit of Calumny. But, whatever fbock’d ge
*Senfe _or Truth, rais’d in bim an Indignats
which he cow’d not Mafler, and to which perh.
we are beholden for his moft ingenious Compof
But the' he expos’d this Defect in Writer




tbm Pfrfnx ¥, The Hatred whmh
bad for indifferent Verfes did not hinder
frome&eemmg the good Qualities of bad
M And when he was moft usmerciful to
. their Writings, he not only fpar’d their Per-
ons, but likewife fought Occalions to do them
vice. The Sight of any Learned Man in
Vant made him Jo wuncafe, that be cou’d not
whear lending Money, even to Liniere, who often
¢ from him direétly tothe {:m, sdeevake a -

r againft his Creditor +.  Thi¥ was the fame
- Limere whofe Name you have met with, more
! thnonce, in Monfieur De/preanx’s Works; a-
.ong the Poets of the lower Rank ; fo that
. we may, with a great dcal of Reafon, apply
" to Monfieur De-f;nmx what was faid of the

“Jate Earl of D
The beft Good Man, with the worft-natue’d M,,_/p_ b

The good Nature and Juftice of Monficur
pruux did further appear in his Manner of
Qcompencmg, his Domefticks, and by his Li-
lity to the Poor. He gave b ¥us Will
houfand Livres to thc fmall Parifhes of
ty, adjo _lymn to the Church of Notre
; Ten Thoufand Livres to his Valer de
; and Five Thoufand to an old Wo-
man,

-\c- WM&«»&M“ J'llo.-
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But he was not contented to beﬁr:g his Be-
nevolences at his Death, and when he was no
longer in a Condition of enjoying his Eftate
himfelf ; he was, all his Life long, ftudious in
fecking Opportunities of doing good Offices:
This Inclination was Natural to lum, and no-
thing equal’d the Pleafure he took in Satis-
fying it. I fhall give an Inftance of it in a |

\anu known throughout France. i
Monfieur Patrx *, Advocate in the Parlias |

mefit of Paris, was one of the fineft Wits of «
his Age. When he was admitted into the |
French Academy +, He made & Speech of Thanksy |
which was [o wery pleafing to the Academicks, |
that they order’d That for the Time to oﬁ i

whoever was admitted imto their Body fbod’ ‘j

make & Speech Thanks to the Compamy;
which has {em cv?:' fince praitisd. He had fo ;
perfe@ a Knowledge of the Frewch Tongue,
that all the beft Writers of his Time confud- |
ted bim as their Oracle, His Pleadings ferve
ttill & & Model for correct Writing in French,
He was, befides, a Man, whofe Virtue was |
Proof againft the Corruption of she World ; da
there mever was & moce faithful or a more offi-
ciows Friend. But having entirely devopsd
himfelf to the violent Paffion he had for the
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s Lettres; and prefer’d ‘his Books and
lofet to the Buftle of the Bar, he fell at
ngth into extreme Poverty, too common
with Men of Learning; and found himfelf
at laft reduc’d to Sell his Library. Mon-
fieur Defpreaux, who knew his Merit, and
had confulted him oftner thanonce upon his
wn Works, came to hear that he was juft upon
. Point of parting with bis ,Books for a wvery
S Swconfiderable Sum of Momey. e prefemipmen
L and bid more, that he might bave the Pl
 yence, and obtain'd it but, the Money being
“2old out, be added to his Bargain a new Cobdi-
.\ Bdon, which [urpriz’d Monfieur Patru: It was,
s That be fbow’d keep his “Books as before, and
that bis Library [bow’d only revert to Monfieur
Defpreaux after bis Death *, ;

Monfieur Bowr[ault reporting this Particular,
join’d another to it, which is no lefs glo-
s for our Author ; it is concerning the great
weille ; and Monficur Bowrfauls’s Teftimony
it to be fo 'much the lefs fufpetted by
fince Monficur Defpreanx did not fpare
cin his Satires +. It is in one of thofe
ters, containing Obfervations and Wife Say
, written to-the Bifhop of Lamgres, that
nficur Bowrfault tells us*&cfc?mic%

e S 0 & I I

fault, to be reveng'd, writ a whole Comedy againft Monficur Def~
re he Criticiz ‘Iﬁsﬂln; but i‘zm ujuM-’-nDL;
¢ Monfieur Defpreaus was sam o it, Rk R 8




- ficur Catsmar.  * After having mention’d
€ Jays he to that Prelate *, a great Mare
- o{' France, whom [ have no Knowledg
¢ but from public Fame, be pleas’d, my |
¢ to give me leave to take Notice of a Pe
¢ illuftrious in another Refpect, whofe Ene
¢ 1 have heretofore been; and whom I couw’
¢ not help praifing ever tho’ I were fo il
¢3 n Monfieur Defpresux, whom 1 have
«Lalzg{lquorcd at the beginning of this ket-
¢t onfiepr Patru, of the Fremch Aca

¢ adPerfon of great Merit, but low in Circum~

¢ ftances, being perfecuted by inflexible Credis
* ¢ tors, who wou’d have oblig’d him to mak

¢ a public Sale of his Library ; Monfieur:
;¢ Defpreaus, having Notice of it, Bought.

¢ yo prevent the Indignity he might fufge &

parting with it, and then left Monfieur Pa=
tru freely to enjoy it the remainder of s |
Days, as if it were ftill his own. If
Pleafyre was great to him thdtergeeived
_adds Monfieur Bourfault, I make no Quef
‘but it was greater to him that gave
The fame Monlieur Defpreaux, continues
_being at Fowtaineblcau, and hearing that
l‘,efufon, which the Kmng gave ro the:
Corneille had been juft then retren
haften’d to Madam de Mowse/pan, and
~her, That the King, as ;'Bquua le 4@2&

f;\
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juftice, give a Penfion to fuch a Man as him-
i felf, who was but beginning to Climb the
¢ Hill of Ptrugm, and take it away from
_another who had fo loni1 been at the Top.
‘He beg’d her, for his Majefty’s Glory, ra-
.« ther to caufe hisown to be withdrawn than
. ¢ to take it away from a Man who deferv’d
~ & it incomparably better ; and that he cou’d
. & much eafier bear the @iot having it Jimfelf,
¢ than rto fec {0 great a Poet as Corzeille waith-
* ¢ out it. He fpoke to her fo .advantageouf})'
. ¢ of the Merit of Cormeslle, and Madam de
& Montefpan thought it fo generous a Proceed-
" ¢ing, that {he promis’d him to caufe Corameille’s
¢ ¢ Penfion to be reftor’d ; and was as good as
. * her Word, Tho’ nothing can be more beau-
* ¢ tifyl than Monfieur Defpreaux’s Poetry, yet.
* ¢ in my Opinion, 4dds Monfienr Bourfault, the
. ¢ Aftions I've juft now meantion’d to your’
~ ¢ Lordfhip, are much more fo.

It were indeed impoffible to give more fen-
fible Proofs of Good nature, and a ftrong’ In-
clination to Beneficence. :

You, Sir, will have a quicker Senfe of this,

nces of it. Thi# is one of your :
Paffions ; and this Conformity of Tcmperm:':ll
;o . aKe

& ¢
. . o
g ! )
& : aicical)
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ou’d not without Yome Appearance of In-

‘becaufe you are not, in the leaft, a Stranger
w fo t!oble ‘an Inclination, and are never
ter pleas’d than when you can give la-

3



. Charatter of Monlfieur Defpreanx, with refped
. to.the Virtues of the Hearr: It were ne
lefs to go about to defcribe is Wit to you 3
his Wor x s are a faithful Reprefentation of its
I fhall Content my felf with Two or Three
Reﬂexslgns.

T Y ol ‘
_ This, Sir, is fufficient, to let you int

~ Monficur De/preanx had not that fiery Ir
ginagion which’is obferv’d in fome other Poets 3 =
He rather feems a lictle Dry, and fometimes
alls into a Repetition of the fame Thoughs
. what he wants in Imagination, he ams
- ply Supplies by the Order and Exatnefs o
’ TKinking, Purity of Style, a beautiful Tumy
~4nd clearnefs of Expreflion ; Qualities, far
- more valuable than the Firlt, and which ve
-ty rarely go along with it. It is how
* vifible by the Poem of the Latrin, That he
- a-beaunful, lively, and fruitful Imaginati

e

;ﬁg_is‘furthﬂ appears, from his having compos’d
moft always by Memory, and never com=
’Pape; tll he wi

al : \
" mitzing his Produions o




only by Dint: Labour |
free and natural Air wiuch con&nnm

,Wpﬁm:pnl Bumty of them.

"Ihofc Pieces of Poctry which e pubhfh’d
fter his Ode « 6{ol! Namur, are neither {0 live-
y nor fo exatt as thofe that he publifh’d
ore. - And indeed, there arefome of them,
ich it were to bc wifh’d he had ngt writ-
ten. But when a Man has been a long tinge
'm Poffeffion of the juft Applayfes of the Pub-
it is very Difficult for him not to , per-
de himfelt that be can always conunue
Pleafe them. 3

' There is; however, vifible throughout his
“whole Wo r x s, an exquifite Talte, a true
and an infinite Politenefs. thnever
-ﬂorrow’d any Thing from the Ancients,” he
¢ a mafterly Ufe of i, and render’d it
~Own' by the New Turn he gave
This Gentjeman, fays Monlicur de la
wyere , in giving the Charalter of Moa
v Defpreaux *, - excells Juvenal, comes |
: !hracc, Jeems to creare the Thos
ry and ro make whatever- be Hi
Iic"lw; in what be borrows from ¢
 Graces of Noveity, and ‘all the
2 iw Vdﬁ: ﬁrdng, and hars




‘ by Genias, .:b’ wugh n&b
read even when the Language is obfe
will be the laft Ruins of sty there is
able in them, a Critici[m, furc, Judscions , am
snmocent, if it be but allowable 1o nll Rad,
Bad. :

But it is not only the French who

rais’"d Monficur De/presux, his Elogium M
gecn made by all ingenious Men, of what
ever Nation , who lF ve read his Works.
¢ Baron Spamheim, [ays Monfiear Baillet, acknows=
¢ lgdging, thit it is upon the Model of
¢ Ancient Latin Authors, fuch as Lueiling

\r.Horacc, Perfius, and Juvenal, that the Mo-

dern Satyrilts in France, Italy, and clfewhere,
¢ have form’d their Works, thought himfelf

L4 obhg’d in Juftice to fay, That France bears
e away the Bell not only fmm ber Nesghboursy as
- “ro Satire, bur Difputes it with Old Rome,

- ¢ He adds, That if the Glory of the Ilmmljﬂk

¢ due to Lucilws ; That of bhaving equal’d or fur-

pﬁ'd ity be ‘due 10 thofe who i&w come aft

w tﬁ \Glory of having excel’d therein ,

¢ for Beauty amd Facility in Vi £

‘«iﬁ*‘ mogaod Senfe, or for a Liberty uhthbntg !

il Boud: and Decencies, cannot

with. Monfiur Defpqu*




than the A
England, where a
w’d in vain attempt to
: le’s Judgment. A 100 fas
. prepofleffion is not much to be
and therefore we may fay, That
Defpreans is beholden to nothing
own Merit for thofe advantageous
‘which are entgrtain’d of him. The
nt Tranilation of his Wo rxs will make
till better  known. If he cou’d be
| in his own Tongue he wou’d undoub(,ed.' :
¢ a Gaier ; but equitable Readers will -

of themfelves make the neceffary Allowances j
and ‘fnrbear to. condemn Monficur Defpreass *

> they are fure it is He that Speaks, and
: rauﬂacors. But this Inconvcmcngc‘













tu:rma Wayofm'u and fet
tryit. T have eslenvoard Wfﬂi
e of my Friends, to do Monﬁeur
all poffible Jultice in this Celebrated
of ‘his, the 5 I hope I have us’d
n with that Civility” which'is due to one of
ﬁr& Figure in the Common-wealth
arning "Iwasg b?mﬁ , *with that Gene-
- his at Lnebﬁdd






